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Hotes and Clippings. 


A FRIEND writes us to be informed whether 
the pope is a fool or a rascal. Personally, he 
is neitber. But he is the head of the most 
knavish, despotic, cruel, selfish, tricky, and 
brutal organization in the world. His only 
companion is the czar of Russia, the head of 
the other branch of the Catholic church. 


Durme the recent floods in Japan, 2,419 
persons were killed and 155 were wounded; 
90,000 were deprived of the necessaries of 
life; 50,000 houses were swept away or ren- 
dered uninhabitable ; 150,020 acres of agricult- 
ural land with their crops were laid waste; 
6,000 bridges were carried away, and hun- 
dreds of miles of roads were destroyed. The 
Lord doesn’t seem to care much for the 
heathen. : 


Tur New York Truth asks: “If a faith 
curist prefers to take the chances of prayer 
and laying on of hands, instead of the equal 
.uncertainty of drugs, has he not the right to 
use his own judgment and to suffer or pros- 
per thereby, so long a8 the experiment is tried 
by his free consent and not forced upon 
him?" and goes on to say: ** Whether a seer 
be clad in foul sheepskin and diet on ordure 
in Judea, or wears an old shawl and a shiny 
silk dress and livs on fried fish in Sixth 
avenue, matters not—their pretensions are 
the same—to foretell events. Whether a 
healer trusts in calomel or prayer—the effect 
of both being mere guess-work—is surely not 
& matter for courts of justice to decide. The 
only question should be one of free will. No 


one should be forced to take physic, whether 
spiritual or material.” That is all right 
enough when only the faith curist’s own life 
is at stake, but what shall be done when the 
faithist neglects his child and allows it to die 
in obedience to the ‘will of God," when 
human aid could saveits life? Murders must 
be prevented, if possible, and punished if 
committed, not only when the deed is done 
by brutal force, but also when it is done by 
brutally religious neglect. 


Tue Brazitian correspondent of the Mail 
and Hapress of this city writes from Sao 
Paulo: ‘It is said that in a few days will be 
decreed civil marriage, the secularization of 
the cemeteries, the separation of church and 
state, and that the Catholic priests now paid 
by the state will continue for life to receive 
their salaries. Manifestations, processions, 
Vivas a republica, the singing of the Mar- 
seillaise, continue. Corporations, companies 
of ladies, come from neighboring cities to wait 
on the government. The most imposing was 
the procession of the factories. Five thou- 
sand men, women, and children of different 
nationalities, the Italians outnumbering them 
all, with flags, lanterns, and torches, marched 
through the streets accompanied by several 
music bands. A Positivist lawyer was chosen 
to make the speech, and he proclaimed his 
Positivist proclivities and announced that the 
philosophy of the republic was the Positiv 
philosophy of Comte. The name of God is 
never mentioned in any of the proclamations 
and decrees issued by either the central or 
state governments, and no allusion is made 
of the hand of providence in bringing about 
the peaceful change of form of government. 


Men are exalted as high as possible, and the 
prospects are that the religious atmosphere 
will be more or less that of France. Benjamin 
Constant, the secretary of war, of French de- 
scent, is an ardent Positivist, and, being ina 
high position, will find many followers.” 


Tux Chinese Recorder of Shanghai contains 
a paper on the “Life and Writings of the 
God of Literature.” This being, it appears, 
lived through seventeen different lives as 
scholar and official, although the records of 
only nine lives now exist, the remaining eight 
never having been preserved. In his own 
person he completed the perfection of the 
three religions of China. One of his works 
contains a chapter on ghosts and men, of 
which the following is the substance: ‘A 
ghost is the corrupt part of man, and man is 
the pure part of a ghost. A man can bea 
ghost, and a ghost can bea man. The man 
and the ghost are mutually related; 
why separate man and ghost? The ghost 
becomes a man; then man must become a 
ghost. Ifa man does not become a ghost he 
will surely be able to perfect manhood. It is 
difficult for a ghost to become & man, be- 
cause it has fallen to ghosthood, and because 
it has lost manhood. A man is a ghost; a 
ghost is a man; but all men are not ghosts, 
neither is every ghost a man.” This is about 
as lucid and reasonable as the recent Episco- 
palian discussion on the ridiculous question 
of whether the holy ghost proceeds from the 
son as well as from the father. 


Groras SnvurELDT has been figuring up for 
the Sun’s readers an approximate estimate of 
the population of hell. He finds: ‘‘ In round 
numbers the earth has a population of 1,300-, 


000,000, of whom 300,000,000 are professed 
Christians, the other 1,000,000,000 being Mo- 
hammedans, Buddhists, Jews, pagans, and 
heathen. The whole race was condemned to 
eternal punishment for the sin of Adam. This 
was the fall of man, from which there was 
and is no redemption save through the death 
of Christ, Biblical chronology givs the earth 
a period of 6,000 years. From Adam's time 
to Christ was 4,000 years, during which period 
no human souls were saved. "The population 
may then hav averaged  1,000,000,000. 
Three generations, or 8,000,000,000, pass 
away in each century. Forty centuries, 
therefore, consigned 120,000,000,000 of men 
to eternal fire, and, for all we know, they are 
there now. In the 1,900 years which hav 
elapsed since the birth of Christ 57,000,000,000 
more of human beings hav lived and died. If 
all the Christians, nominal and real, who hav 
ever lived on the face of the earth hav been 
saved, they would not number more than 
eighteen thousand millions. Now, if we de- 
duct this latter number from the grand total 
of one hundred and seventy-seven thousand 
millions, we find one hundred and fifty-nine 
thousand millions of souls who are suffering 
the torments of hell fire, as against the eight. 
een thousand millions who hav escaped. But 
this is not the whole truth. Nobody believes 
that more than ten per cent of the professed 
Christians are saved. Calvinists themselva 
say that the elect are few. If this isa fact, 
heaven contains but eighteen hundred mill. 
ions, against a population in hell of one hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand millions.” 
But what a horrible scheme of theology it is 
that thus crowds a place of eternal tor- 
ment! 


Gammunications. 


Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian ? 
CHAPTER XII.—ConcrupEp. 
TESTIMONY or FRIENDS AND ÀÁOQUAINTANCES OF LINCOLN 
Wo Knew Him 1n Inurvors. 


Mr. Murdoch states that in connection with this 
ineident Lincoln was charged “ with turning sacred 
subjects into ridicule,” and he apologizes for and 
attempts to palliate this levity. But almost daily 
Lincoln indulged in jokes at the expense of the Bible 
and Christianity, many of them ten-fold more sacri- 
legious in their character than this trifling incident 
related by Mr. Murdoch. If the scrupulously pious 
considered this simple jest, uttered in the midst of a 
mixed crowd, irreverent, what would hav been their 
horror could they hav listened to some of his remarks 
made when alone with a skeptical boon companion ? 
With Christians and with strangers he was generally 
guarded in his speech, lest he should giv offense; 
but with his unbelieving friends, up to the end of 
his career, his keenest shafts of wit were not infre- 
quently aimed at the religion of his day. This shows 
that the popular faith had no more sacredness for 
Lincoln, the president, in Washington, than it had 
for Lincoln, the farmer's boy, who mocked and mim- 
icked it in Indiana, or Lincoln, the lawyer, who 
scoffed at it and argued against it in Illinois. 

Maunsell B. Field. : 

Mr. Field, who had met nearly all the noted char- 
acters of his day, both of Europe and America, in his 
* Memories of Many Men,” has this significant sen- 
tence respecting Lincoln: 

Mr. Lincoln was entirely deficient in what the phrenologists 
call reverence [veneration]. 

This made it easy for him to emancipate himself 
from the slavery of priestcraft and become and 
remain a Freethinker. Professor Beall, one of the 
ablest of living phrenological writers, says: 

No man can “enjoy religion,” as the Methodists express 
it, unless he has well developed veneration and wonder (The 
Brain and the Bible, p. 109). 

All those who rebel against any form of government which 
in childhood they were taught to revere, must of necessity 
do so in opposition to the faculty of veneration. Thus it is 
obvious that the less one possesses of the conservativ restrain- 
. ing faculties, the more easily he becomes a rebel or an infidel 

to that which his reason condemns. On the other hand, the 

profoundly conscientious and reverential man, who sincerely 
regards unbelief as a sin, of course instinctivly antagonizes 
every skeptical thought, and is thus likely to remain a slave 

to the religion learned at his mother’s knee (Ibid, p. 228). 

Mr. Field also relates the following anecdote of 
Linooln: 

I was once in Mr. Lincoln's company when a sectarian 
controversy arose. He himself looked very grave, and made 
no: observation until all the others had finished what they 
had to say. Then with & twinkle of the eye, he remarked 
that he preferred the. Episcopalians to every. other sect, 
because they are equally indifferent to a man's religion and 
his politics. 

Har:iiet Beecher Stowe. : 

The noted author of *Uncle Tom's Cabin" had 
several interviews with the president. She wrote an 
article on him which has been cited in proof of his 
“deeply religious nature.” But if her words prove 

. anything, they prove that he was not an evangelical 

Christian. They are as follows: 

But Almighty God has granted to him that clearness of 
vision which he givs to the true-hearted, and enabled him to 
set his honest foot in that pose land of freedom which is 
to be the patrimony of all men, black and white;. and from 
henceforth nations shall rise up and call him blessed. We 
believe he has never made any religious profession, but we see 
evidence that in passing through this dreadful national crisis 
he has been forced by the very anguish of the struggle to 
look upward, where any rational creature must look for sup- 
port. No man in this agony has suffered more and deeper, 
albeit with a dry, weary, patient pain, that seemed to some 
like insensibility. ‘‘ Whichever way it ends,” he said to the 
writer, “‘ I hav the impression that 7 shan’t last long after it’s 
over” (Every-Day Life of Lincoln, pp. 575, 576). 

Mrs. Stowe was herself an orthodox Christian 
communicant, but her store of good sense was too 
great to allow her to inflict her religious notions 
upon the unbelieving president, and, as a consequence, 
she did not see him rush out of the room with a 
Bible under his arm to—I was going to say—pray 
God to deliver him from an intolerable nuisance. 

That the mighty burden which pressed upon Lin- 
coln made him a sadder and a more serious man at 
Washington than he had been before is true. Chris- 
tians are always mistaking sadness for penitence and 
seriousness for piety, and so they claim that he expe- 
rienced a change of heart. 

Hon. John P, Usher, 

Ohristians and Theists are wont to speak of Lin- 
coln's constant and firm reliance upon God. But it 
is a little remarkable that in the preparation of his 
greatest work he did not rely upon God. In the 
supreme moments of his life he forgot God. Dr. 
Barrows says: : 

When he wrote his immortal Proclamation he invoked 
uponit . . . *''the gracious favor of Almighty God.” 

When he wrote his immortal Proclamation he had 
no thought of God. Judge Usher, a member of his 
cabinet, tells us how God came to be invoked: 
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In the preparation of the final Proclamation of Emancipa- 
tion, of January 1, 1868, Mr. Lincoln manifested great solici- 
f tuđe. He had his original draft’ printed and furnished each 
member of his cabinet ‘with a:copy, with the request that 
each should examin, criticise, and suggest any amendments 
that occurred to them, “At the next meeting of the cabinet 
Mr. Chase said: ‘‘ This paper is of the utmost importance— 
greater than any state paper ever made by this government. 
A paper of so much importance, and involving the liberties 
of so many people, ought, I think, to make some reference 
to Deity. I id not observe anything of the kind in it." Mr. 
Lincoln said: “No; I overlooked it. Some reference to 
Deity must be inserted. Mr. Chase, won't you make a draft 
of what you think ought to be inserted?” Mr. Chase prom- 
ised to do so, and at the next meeting presented the follow- 
ing: * And upon this Act, sincerely elieved to be an act of 
justice warranted by the Constitution upon military neces- 
sity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the 
gracious favor of Almighty God ” (Reminiscences of Lincoln, 

. 91, 92). 

Ro Frederick Douglas. 

Abraham Lincoln believed in a supreme being, but 
he did not believe in the God of Ohristians. The 
God of Christians was to him the most hideous 
monster that the imagination of man had ever con- 
ceived. There were two doetrins taught in connec- 
tion with this deity which he especially abhorred— 
the doctrin of endless punishment, and the doctrin 
of vicarious atonement. That the innocent should 
suffer for the guilty—that God should permit his 
sinless son to be put to a cruel death to atone for the 
sins of wicked men—was to him an act of the most 
infamous injustice. His whole nature rebelled 
against the idea. Frederick Douglas narrates an in- 
cident which, while it has no direct reference to this 
theological doctrin, yet tends to disclose his abhor- 
rence of the idea. Mr. Douglas was engaged in re- 


cruiting colored troops and visited the president for: 


the purpose of securing from him a pledge that col- 
ored soldiers would be allowed the same privileges 
accorded white soldiers. As the Confederate govern- 
ment had declared that they would be treated as in- 
surgents, he also urged upon him the necessity of 
retaliating, if colored prisoners were put to death. 
But to the latter proposition Lincoln would not 
listen. Mr. Douglas says: 

I shall never forget the benignant expression of his face, 
the tearful look of his eye and the quiver of his voice, when 
he deprecated @ resort to retaliatory measures. He said he 
could not take men out and kill them in cold blood for what 
was done by others. If he could get hold of the persons 
who were guilty of killing the colored prisoners in cold 
blood, the case would be different, but he could not kill the 
oo for the guilty " (Reminiscences of Lincoln, pp. 188, 

Hon. Warren Chase. | 

In 1888, I received a letter from Warren Chase 
pertaining to Lincoln’s religious belief. Mr. Chase 
was acquainted with Lincoln in Washington. His 
letter has been mislaid, but I recall the principal 
points in it, which are as follows: 1. Lincoln was not 
8 believer in Christianity ; 2. He was much interested 
in the phenomena of Spiritualism. 

Hon. A. J. Grover. 

A. J. Grover, a life-long reformer, an old-time 
Abolitionist, an able advocate of human liberty, and 
a personal friend and admirer of Lincoln, in a letter 
written April 13, 1888, sends me the following as his 
testimony: 


Mr. Lincoln was not a religious man in the church sease- 
He was an Agnostic. He did not believe in the Bible as the 
infallible word of God. He believed that nature is God's 
word, given to all men in a universal language which is 
equally accessible to all, if all are equally intelligent. That 
this great lesson, God’s word in his works, is infinit, and 
that men hav only learned a very little of it, and hav yet the 
most to learn. That the religions of all ages and peoples are 
only very feeble and imperfect attempts to solve the great 
problems involved in nature and her laws. Mr. Lincoln 
heartily disliked the narrow and silly pretensions of the 
church and priesthood who now falsely claim him, as they 
do Washington, Franklin, and others. 

I knew Mr. Lincoln from the Douglas campaign in Illinois 
in 1858 until his death, and I never heard him on any occa- 
sion use a single pious expression in the sense of the church 
—not a word that indicated that he believed in the church 
theology. But I hav heard him use many expressions that 
indicated that he did not know much, or pretend to know 
much, and had no settled convictions concerning the great 
questions that theology deals so flippantly with, and pre- 
tends to know all about. And I know of my own knowl- 
edge that the claim the church now sets up that he was a 
Christian is false—as false as it is in regard to Washington. 

Writing to me again under date of Jan. 12, 1889, 

Mr. Grover says: 
. I knew Mr. Lincoln in Illinois and in Washington. I was 
in the War office, for a time, in a department which had 
charge of the President's books, so-called. I met him 
in passing between the White House and the buildings then 
occupied by the. War Department, almost every day. I 
often had to go to Mr. Stanton's office, and hav often seen 
Mr. Lincoln there. I frequently had to go to the White 
House to see him. It was known to all of his acquaintances 
that he was & Liberal or Rationalist. ^ 


Nicolay and Hay’s “ Life of Lincoln,” 

As Colonel Lamon's “ Life" covers but a part of 
Lincoln’s career, and as Mr. Herndon's “ Life" deals 
more with his private life than with his publio his- 
tory, the biography of Lincoln that is likely to be 
accepted as the standard authority, is the work writ- 
ten by his private secretaries, Col. John G. Nicolay 
and Col. John Hay, which for the past two years hag 
been appearing in the Century Magazine. The pub- 
lication of this work has at the present writing not 
been completed, but in the chapter on “Lincoln and 
the Churches,” which appeared in the Century for 


August, 1889, the religious phase of Lincoln's char- `>: 
acter has been presented. In dealing with this ques- 
tion the authors hav carefully avoided the rock upon 
which Lamon's “Life” was wrecked, and at the 


‘game time hav refrained from repeating the misrep- 


resentations of Holland and Arnold. They do not 
offend the church by openly declaring that Lincoln 
was an Infidel; neither do they outrage truth by 
asserting that he was a Christian. They affirm that 
during the latter years of his life he recognized a 
“superior power,” but they do not intimate that 
he recognized Jesus Christ as this power, or any 
part of it, nor that he accepted the Bible as a special 
revelation of this power. In the following passage 
they impliedly deny both his alleged Atheism and 
his alleged orthodoxy: 

We hav no purpose of attempting to formulate his creed ; 
we question if he himself ever did so. There hav been swift 
witnesses who, judging from expressions uttered in his 
callow youth, hav called him an atheist, and others who, 
with the most laudable intentions, hav remembered improb- 
able conversations which they bring forward to prove at 
once his orthodoxy and their own intimacy with him. 

As it is not claimed that Lincoln was an Atheist, 
especially during the last years of his life, the above 
can very properly be brought forward in support of 
the negativ of this question. In the last clause it is 
intended by the authors to administer a sarcastic re- 
buke to such witnesses as Brooks, Willets, and Vin- 
cent, as well as deny the truthfulness of their state- 
ments. 

Judge James M. Nelson. 

The last and in some respects the most important 
of our Washington witnesses is Judge James M. 
Nelson. Judge Nelson, for many years, has been a 
resident of New York, but he formerly lived in Ken- 
tucky and Illinois, Lincoln’s nativ and adopted states. 
He is a son of Thomas Pope Nelson, a distinguished 
member of Congress from Kentucky, and the first 
United States minister to Turkey. His great-grand- 
father was Thomas Nelson, Jr., a signer of the Dec- 
laration of Independence from Virginia. He was 
long and intimately acquainted with Lincoln, both in 
Illinois and Washington. About the close of 1886, : 
or early in 1887, Judge Nelson published his “ Rem- ` 
iniscences of Abraham Lincoln" in tbe Louisville, 
Ky. Times. In reference to Lincoln's religious 
opinions, he says: 

In religion, Mr. Lincoln was about of the same belief us 
Bob Ingersoll, and there is no account of his ever having 
changed. He went to church a few times with his family 
while he was President, but so far as I hav been able to find 
out he remained an unbeliever. . 

* Mr. Lincoln in his younger days wrote a book," 
says Judge Nelson, “in which he endeavored to 
prove the fallacy of the plan of salvation and the 
divinity of Christ." 

I hav yet another passage from Judge Nelson's 
* Reminiscences” to present, a passage which, more 
than anything else in this volume, perhaps, is calou- 
lated to provoke the wrath of Christian claimants. 
To lend an air of plausibility to their claims these 
claimants are continually citing expressions of a 
seemingly semi-pious character occasionally to’ be 
met with in his speeches and state papers. These 
expressions, in a measure accounted for by Mr. 
Herndon, Colonel Lamon, and others, are still further 
explained by a revelation from his own lips. Judge 
Nelson says : 

I asked him once about his fervent Thanksgiving message 
and twitted him with being an unbeliever in what was pub- 


lished. ** Oh,” said he, *' that is some of Seward's nonsense, 
and it pleases the fools.” 


Jomx E. Remssura. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
ee 
Germany. 

A newspaper of Washington, D. O., in its issue of 
the 15:h ult., contained the following extract from 
Belva Lockwood's lecture at the Methodist church; 

* Germany's idea of education,” she said, ''is to make 
good fighters. Everybody there drinks beer and the students 
still fight duels. It might be said that some of the Germans 
are beer barrels in the morning and barrels of beer at night. 
The punishment for violating the rules of some of the social 
clubs is frequently a sentence to drink beer till the chairman 
gives the drinker permission to stop. Students convicted of 
fighting duels are confined in solitary cells, where they hav 
to sit on what seemed to be the hardest of hard-wood chairs,” 

As an American citizen of German birth, I beg 
leave to state the following in answer to this article: 
It is true that. wine and beer are the principal social 
beverages in Germany, yet the Germans, both in 
Europe and in other parts of the world, wherever 
they may liv, consider avoidance of drunkenness as a 
matter of self-respect. The assertion branding some 
of the Germans as beer barrels in the morning and 
as barrels of beer at night, is as gratuitous an insult 
as an assertion would be labeling some of the Anglo- 
Americans as whisky bottles in the morning and 
bottles of whisky at night. As stated, the Germans 
in Europe drink beer, physically to be benefited 
thereby. Yet that is not their sole employment or 
only occupation. They are also engaged in other . 
pursuits. It is a well.known. fact that the German 
nation has helped and is constantly helping to pro- 
mote civilization as much as any other nation on the 
globe, the American people not excepted. 

As the lady having delivered the lecture referred 
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to, was a late candidate for president of the United | There are eight distinct doctrins laid down in this 


States, the following remarks may be added in this 
respect. 

The women of Germany are as amiable, as intelli- 
gent, and in the performance of their household 
duties as faithful, as the women of the United States 
of America. Promoting the welfare and the happi- 
ness of the men there, they are, of course, honored 
and respected by the latter. Family life, the basis 
of human society, is nowhere truer than in the Ger- 
man fatherland. It is a sad fact that, politically, 
Germany is not a free country. Yet, also to the 

: German people, the hour of freedom will strike some 
day—tha sooner, the better. When that happy 
event will hav occurred, the women of the German 
fatherland will doubtless not clamor for “woman 
suffrage.” They will doubtless see that the electiv 
franchise involves both the privilege to vote for, and 
the duty to hold, public office. They will doubtless 
be aware of the fact that, on the whole, the duties of 
a married woman, imposed upon her by nature, are 
incompatible with the duties of a public electiv 
office; and that the fundamental law or laws—the 
national constitution and the state constitutions—of 
a free country, cannot pay any special attention 
either to young and old maids, or to widows and 
divorced women. Modesty, women’s noblest virtue, 
will doubtless teach them not to look down upon the 
male portion of the German nation as upon im- 
becils unable to attend to the public affairs of their 
country. Modesty doubtless will also prevent them 
from insisting upon it that the ship of state of the 
German republic shall be steered by female hands, in 
order to be in safe hands. J. Q. Hertwia. 

Washington, D. C., Dec. 10, 1889. 


— oeo 
The Rich Man and Lazarus. 


Christians are never tired of representing their 
God Jesus as the very quintessence of gentleness, 
patience, sympathy, and mercy, as “full of the milk 
of human kindness.” “Did he not,” ask the Chris- 
tians, “voluntarily vacate a position equal in grand- 
eur and sublimity to that occupied by his almighty 
father in order to take upon himself the consequences 
of human frailty and sin, and to suffer in his own 
person the punishment due to the poor family of 
Adam?" *I don’t know,” answers the Agnostic. 
* If he did, however, he was kinder than his father, 
who must hav been an implacable monster to ever 
dream of inflicting upon humanity everlasting suffer- 
ing for the petty offense committed by a very ancient 
ancestor.” This claim of Christ's gentleness and 
mercy can only be sustained by a complete and wil- 
ful blindness to the grosser and meaner sides of his 
character. He was very passionate and, when 
thoroughly aroused, very ill-mannered and brutal. 
At the. tender age of twelve years he broke the fifth 
commandment, and told his anxious and loving par- 

_ents to mind their own business and allow him to 
wander in a strange city at his own sweet will. On 
one occasion he cursed a fig-tree because it did not 
bear fruit immediately on his approach toward it. 
If it had been the time for figs and none were on 
when he was hungry, thirsty, and weary, one can 
sympathize with him in his disappointment, but to 

. curse it—to wither it—when it was true to the very 
laws which he, as almighty God, had given it, was 
an act of childish petulance and folly, and reminds 
one of the silly boy who kicked the wheelbarrow be- 

‘cause he feil over it. On snother occasion he let 
loose a lot of devils and permitted them to get, by 
some mysterious means, into a herd of swine. These 
pigs became so spiritualized that they hurled them- 
selva into the sea. Although the “ cattle oa a thou- 
sand hills dre his” he never made any compensation 
to the poor owner of these “ unclean beasts.” 

Whilst these incidents cast a little side light on 

sthe alleged perfectness and uniform gentleness of 

Christ's character, the teachings of the parable of 

‘the rich man and Lazarus” prove him to be devoid 

‘of every humane sentiment. 

© M. Renan, in his “Life of Christ,” points out that 

^ Ohrist/s early ministry was amongst the poor, and in 
“order to popularize his mission he emphasized the 


"^ ideas that rich men were necessarily bad, and that 


< poor men might be very good; that whilst a rich 
man might enjoy an immunity from earthly cares he 
3 would suffer for it in the “world to come,” and that 
^Y whilst a poor man might endure, “for a brief season,” 
* “all the ills which flesh is heir to,” he would enjoy 
\2 in the “world to come” everlasting rest. Such 
= teaching as this was bound to hav a great influence 
on a people who had long been in political bondage, 
and it is to be remembered that Syria was then pay- 
‘ing one-third of its annual produce in taxes (Draper). 
There is no doubt that the distribution cf wealth 
affects, in a great measure, social conditions, and, 
where that distribution is inequitable, the different 
classes, into which society is conventionally divided, 
contract habits and modes of life corresponding to 
their economical state—the rich resort to oppression, 
and the poor, first, to submission, then to revolt. 
But to say that the rich man shall be damned eter- 
nally, and the poor man—the beggar—blessed eter- 
nally is monstrous. ^ 
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parable (Luke xvi, 19-31). What are they ? 

(a) That the rich man went to hell because he was rich 
(verses 22, 28). i 

(5) That the poor man went into Abraham’s bosom be- 
cause he was poor (Yernes 22, 28). 

(c) That the inbabitants of hell can see the inhabitants of 
heaven (verse 23). 

(d) That the inhabitants of heaven can hear the wails of 
agony of the damned (verse 25). 

(e) That Abraham, as a type of the settlers in heaven, 
has lost all pity and is deaf to the cry of suffering (verse 25). 

(f) That the gulf between heaven and hell cannot be 


‘bridged, and that the efficacy of Christ's atonement does 


not reach unto the devil’s kingdom (verse 26). 

(g) That there is more kindness in a damned creature’s 
heart than in the purified soul of a saint (verse 28). 

(2) That the ambiguous words of Moses and the prophets 
are more convincing than the message of a special ambassa- 
dor from heaven itself (verse 31). . 

No doubt the “D. D's.” would object to this lit- 
eral interpretation of the parable and would try to 
read into it some meaning corresponding to the the- 
ology of their particular church. Would not this, 
however, be very presumptuous? Nay, further, 
would they not be endangering their souls thereby ? 


For it is written—Rev. xxii, 18, 19—“If any man. 


shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book; and if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book cf 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and cut of the holy city and from 
the things which are written ia this book.” 

It is, therefore, clear beyond all question and dis- 
pute that the doctrins taught in this parable are an 
essential part of Ohristianity, to doubt which is to 
insure everlasting damnation. A bishop of the Eng- 
lish church is reported to hav said at a church con- 
vention that Christianity is wholly inapplicable to 
human society, and any attempt to arrange society 
on such a basis must end disastrously. The bishop 
is true in his statement but false in his life. Hon- 
esty and Christianity are incompatible. Every Chris- 
tian has his “mental reservations,” but he consoles 
himself that these “reservations do not extend to 
essentials.” Al these things go to show that man is 
always better than his creed, and if he had no creed 
at all he would be a batter and truer man. 

Christians hav an inward belief and an outward 
practice. The one should be the counterpart of the 
other, whereas in reality they hav very little in com- 
mon. The ancients had what they called esoteric 
and exoteric principles. The former were for the 
initiated and firm friends of the philosophica! mas- 
ter, while the latter were intended for the general 
public. Perhaps Jesus Christ meant to inculcate 
this division of ethical principles, but overlooked it 
from the pressure of other business. 

Christians do not believe in the moral guilt attach- 
ing to the possession of riches, and it is pretty cer- 
tain that Christ did not. The parable of the talents 
clesrly proves that Christ not only commended the 
accumulation of wealth, but advised usury as a good 
method when no other means were possible. The 
two men in the parable who made one hundred per 
cent on the money lent them were invited “ to enter 
into the joy of their lord." But the man who was 
afraid lest he might lose his master’s money in some 
rash speculation and therefore hid it in the earth, 
was despoiled of what he had and “cast into outer 
darkness ; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

The doctrins taught in (c) and (d) above re- 
ferred to, are too horrible to characterize. Every 
professing Ohrietian knows that such doctrins 
are revolting to his own nature, and yet he subscribes 
to churches and institutions which embody such doc- 
trins in their constitutions. It is not enough to say 
that Christ taught another doctrin on some other 
occasion. If Christ taught contradictory principles 
he is merely a ranting pedagog, misleading the igno- 
rant and disgusting the informed. List any man, re- 
fined or brutal, reflect for a moment on what is im- 
plied in this doctrin of hell and heaven, and he will 
instantly banish it from his mind as thé expression of 
some almighty tiger delighting in the agony and un- 
utterable torture of its prey. What parent can wit- 
ness, unconcernedly, the suffering of his child? 
Among the millions of fathers what an infinitesimal 
portion neglect their families! There hav been many 
women utterly depraved in the eyes of the law and 
of society, but who hav never been false to the in- 
stincts of maternity. How close is the tie that unites 
mother and child! How deep is the affection of 
father andson! And yet these bonds may be broken 
in the world to come—the son suffering the torments 
of hell with his father smilingly looking on from the 
serene and beautiful “city of God.” If Christians 
would allow their humanity to assert itself, they 
would revolt against such a system of “divine gov- 
ernment,” and declare their intentions to establish a 
republic if hell were not abolished as an institution. 
The Bible says, “The prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." 
love let every righteous Christian go down on his 
knees and ask God to blot out hell. 

It isa little unfortunate that Christ should hav 
given Abraham as the type of heaven’s inhabitants. 
Abraham may hav been the father of the faithful, but 
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he was, according to the records, a terrible liar. His 
refusal, however, to send Lazarus to cool the parched 
tongue cf a suffering sinner was quite in keeping 
with his treatment of his mistress Hagar, a few cent- 
uries previous. One would be inclined to believe, 
from the glowing descriptions which preachers of the 
gospel giv of heaven, that every resident therein was 
pure and holy, that the conditions of heaven life 
were such ag to produce in the saved ones every pos- 
sible virtue, and that their occupations were confined 
to glorifying God, ministering to the desires of the 
saints, and singing praises. This is no doubt what 
Christians would like, but the parable shows that 
after centuries of residence in heaven Abraham was 
the same hardened wretch and cruel coward. Milton 
says, “A mind in its own place can make a hell of 
heaven, a heaven of hell;” so it will not be difficult 
to estimate the prevailing morality of the place where 
Abraham is the typical citizen. 

Every Christian is ashamed of the doctrin of 
“eternal torments.” He finds it difficult to reconcile 
such a belief with the idea of a merciful God, but 
comforts his soul with the thought that it does not 
matter to him, as he has made “his calling and elec- 
tion sure.” God's grace is sufficient for him, but 
when once the dark river is crossed his doom is 
sealed. Christ made an infinit atonement, but the 
devil is all-powerful in hell. There is no denying the 
fact that Christ taught the doetrin of eternal tor- 
ments, and he who denies ii is an Infidel, no matter 
how cleverly he may hide its brutality. 

Strange as it may appear, there is one truly human 
sentiment in this parable, and Christ puts it in the 
mouth of the rich man. Even in his agony and suf- 
fering the rich man did not forget his brethren. He 
had five, and although their company might hav 
been scmewhat of a solace he prefers to suffer alone. 
* Well,” says he, “if Lazarus cannot cone here, send 
him to my brethren, lest they, too, come into this 
place of torment.” No, no, no. Old Abraham is 
obdurate, and coolly refers “the brethren” to 
* Moses and the prophets.” ; 

Tt is to be regretted that the parable ends at this 
interesting stage. It is, however, not for poor frail 
mortals to say how much truth God shall reveal, but 
how nice it would hav been to hear Abraham quoting 
Moses and the prophets! Clearly the rich man 
did not believe that the “ancients” had said much 
about the subject, for it is to be inferred that he 
lapsed into eternal silence. Abraham did not wish 
to refer the brethren to his own biography, and in 
this he displayed commendable modesty. 

How blessed is the reflection that these doctrine 
cannot be true! How happy is the man whose head 
and mind are no longer crushed by such barbarous 
chains! He craves not heaven, he fears not hell. 
He knows that earth-life can be made bright and 
glorious by the diffusion of knowledge and the prac- 
tice of virtue, and that by deeds of kindness and 
love he may win an immortality in the hearts of his 
fellows. H. Rover. 
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Tue questions which presented themselvs to the 
acuter minds of a hundred years ago, were present 
to the acuter minds who lived hundreds of. years 
before that. ^. Bat the church had known 
how to deal with intellectual insurgents, from Abelard 
in the twelfth century, down to Bruno and Vanini in 
the seventeenth. They were isolated, and for the 
most part submissiv; and if they were not, the arm 
of the church was very long, and her grasp mortal. 
: They [the thinkers] could hav taught Europe 
earlier than the church allowed it to learn, that the 
sun does not go around the earth, and that it is the 
earth that goes round the sun. After the 
middle of the last century the insurrection against 
the pretensions of the church, and against the doc- 
trins of Christianity, was marked in one of its most 
important phases by a new, and more significant 
feature. It was an advance both in knowl- 
edge and in moral motiv. The philosoph- 
ical movement was represented by Diderot [leading 
the Encyclopedist cirele.] . ` Broadly stated, 
the great central moral of it was this: that human 
nature is good, that the world is capable of being 
made a desirable abiding-place, and that the evil of 
the world ig the fruit of bad education and bad 
institutions. This cheerful doctrin now strikes on 
the ear as a commonplace and a truism. A hundred 
years ago in France it was a wonderful gospel, and 
the beginning of a new dispensation. Tuto 
what fresh and unwelcome sunlight if brought the 
articles of the old theology. Every social 
improvement since has been the outcome of that new 
doctrin in one form or another. The teach- 
ing of the church paints men as fallen and depraved. 
The deadly chagrin with which churchmen saw the 
new fabric rising was very natural. . The 
new secular knowledge clashed at a thousand points, 
alike in letter and spirit, with the old sacred lore. 
A hundred years ago this perception was 
vague and indefinit, but there was an unmistakable 
apprehension that the Catholic idea of womarhood 
was no more adequate to the facts of life, than 
Catholic views about science, or popery, or labor, or 
political order and authority.— Morley. 
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The American Secular Union. 


A recent article in Tax Truru Srexer drew from 

Dr. Foote the following: “I am free to say that the 
criticism offered in the last Trutas Sxexer by Mr. J. 
H. Burnham strikes me às an exhibition of pernicious 
partisanship with an umneeessarily strong flavor of 
vituperation." if this has any meaning, it has a 
“flavor,” not of * vituperation,” but certainly of pre- 
varivation. “Pernicious partisanship” is meaning- 
less in any possible connection with my article. 
Again, the doctor remarks, “ What I object to in the 
Burnham critisism is the imputation of base motivs 
to those who voted for Article 4" This is a conclu- 
sion that in no way is deducible from my article. I 
said not a word about the fourth article nor those 
who voted for it. It is useless to cant in this way, 
for it will not divert the candid reader from the issue 
which I made in that article. Such claptrap is not 
dignified. It is not the words of the constitution 
that are in discussion. It is the attitude in which 
the last congress placed itself that merits the use of 
the terms I used; and I am willing to submit to the 
Freethinkers of the country, the friends of the cause, 
personally classed under the American Secular Union. 
That the doctor or anyone else at that congress had 
any base motiv, I am not prepared to say. That 
they intended the inevitable implications I do not say. 
But I do say that no deeper disgrace could be heaped 
upon the cause for which our dead heroes fought 
than the contempt shown in the last congress. No 
deeper humiliation could be inflicted upon the real 
friends of human emancipation from the cruel super- 
atition of religion than was inflicted upon them in 
the recent congress. There was a manifest disregard 
of all that has been done, and thoss that hav done it, 
and the way in which it was done. The services of ali 
men and women who hav borne the burden and heat 
of the day were ignored entirely, while strangers to 
our cause, ignorant of the first principles of ovr 
cause, and ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ were 
invited to do the work of the congress. The natural, 
inevitable enemies of all that is fundamental even in 
the reformed constitution of the Union can never step 
on our rostrum without culpable mental reservation, 
forced to silence as to their true sentiment. 

A platform which excludes God from any rights in 

the government of nations—can ministers stand on 
such a platform, and command the respect of the 
clergymen of the Christian church? It is impossible. 
They are unworthy of a place in the pulpits of Chris- 
tendom. They must know that in the event of the 
success Of Secularism the Sabbath and chaplaincies 
and God and the voice of the church will be left out. 
A prominent clergyman who had seen the invitation 
out inviting Christians to attend said to me: “I won- 
der if you think that we are fools. We cannot stand 
on your platform. We cannot cooperate with your 
aims without treason to Christianity or writing our- 
selvs down idiots. Aid to cast off our own rights— 
the idea is preposterous. No one but a Judas could 
do so.” It is this Union policy that will drive a hun- 
. dred away from the cause where it will draw óne to 
it. Such a compromise as that of the last Congress 
will ruin the cause. And it will be needless to say, 
* You tied our hands.” It is the tying of your own 
hands that we complain of. And then one thing 
It is this constant tinkering that is costing 
the cause dearly. At Cassadaga we had the promis 
of a “new deal" We had it—and it cost us three- 
fourths of our strength. It is tinker and doctor, and 
hence it has come to pass trat at the last doctoring 
which the cause received at the last congress nothing, 
comparativiy, but the doctors is left—which I believe 
is the usual case. 

The doctor is real kind in giving us the real inter- 
pretation of the constitution, its purposes and aims; 
and with the assurance that “ he [ Mr. Burnham] will 
at once know whether he is for them or not, and I 
wish that Mr. Burnham might join with us in so 
thinking.” This is quite fatherly. If not, we are 
told, Mr. Burnham may go out of the Union as an 
enemy of the cause, and we will grant him the lib- 
erty to organize a society under some such title “ as 
the Clerical Ku-Kiux-Klan, the Anti-Superstition 
Zouaves, the Secular Up-and-At-Em Cohorts.” This 
is really a very kind act, and very congiderate of the 
doctor. But Iam greatly gratified that in the event 
that I should be thus allowed to do, under the sanc- 
tion of his holiness, I should not need to go far in 
search of a suitable leader. Judging by the popish 
tendencies which the doctor has shown in this article 

.in review and the flippancy with which he writes 
fatherly encyclicals and issues bulls, he would make 
a pope for any of the new organizations which he 
suggests—as good, I presume, as the average pope. 

* If you think as we do.” That is the rub. That 
is what Liberals will not do. They are not at pres- 
ent in want of a pope. But doubtless this will be- 
come a necessity in the near future if we can repeat 
the last congress a few times. But the closing pon- 
tifical bull is worthy of a place in history. “Now 
we are off on another tack, which at least has the 


merit of being business-like, and the advantage of 
being piloted by officers who hav made a success of 


other affairs in this world ”—with the implication 


progress in different localities. 
nighted Catholic countries minds require a form of 
religion suited to their low stage of development, a 
polytheism, and there the Virgin and saints high and 
low make Christianity virtually a polytheistic religion. 
Minds there hav been unable to receive abstract 
conceptions, but are rather on the plane that requires 
image-worship, and so eminence has been attained by 
those deities most suitable for representation by 
images, that is, Christ, the Virgin, and the saints. 
In Protestant countries minds hav got a little beyond 
idols and ceremonies, and hav made some approach 
to the conception of one universal substance pervad- 
ing and maintaining all nature. 
gradually being led up to the Spencerian concep- 
tion of one universal Unknowable Energy. 
the main their minds hav been unable to throw off 
the tendency to personify. And during the continu- 
ance of these Protestants in the practice of represent- 
ing to themselvs this Energy by some personal form, 
it is notable that they hav not chosen for that per- 
sonal form the figure of Christ, as the Catholics did, 
but hav instead manifested a preference for that of 
Jehovah. The cause of this different choice seems 
to be as follows. 
and combativ of the subjects of the papacy that first 
threw off its yoke; and as naturally were these stern 
and combativ persons attracted rather to the stern 
and combativ Jehovah than to the gentler Christ. 
The traditions of these generations hav been handed 
down among their descendants, influencing their 
character; and these descendants hav besides been 
continually compelled to maintain their independence 
of the papacy by the. most desperate efforts and un- 
der the most overwhelming persecutions. 
quently their spirit assumed more and more a fierce 
and harsh cast ; they found a parallel to their case in 
that of the persecuted rulers of Israel whom Jeho- 
vah fought for; they eagerly searched the Old Tes- 
tament to develop the parallel in every little detail ; 
and the result has been their according to the Old 
Testament nearly the whole of their attention and to 
Jehovah nearly the whole of their worship. 
now civilization has risen, and wherever its refining 


that they will make a success in another world. 
This implication may account for the clerical dignity 
of the last congress. “And the leisure to giv a large 
share of their time and attention to engineering the 
work of the Union.” It is fortunate that the Union 
now has such cffisers—with the implication that it 
never had such before. It looks to me that we hav 
had men equally competent with the modest men who 
now speak with authority. It was once said of O. S. 
Fowler that he said in a lecture, “There are but 
three great men in America—one is Danie] Webster, 
the other is Henry Clay, and modesty forbids me to 
name the third.” There are but three great men now 
—the two divines who did the speaking for the last 
congress, and our great, eminent, worthy Dr. Foote, 
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Christ. 
There is reason to believe that the conception of 


Christ will be the chief conception in the Christian 
religion during the time of that religion’s further 
continuance. 
as a great moral teacher, as an ideal of nobleness 
and gentleness. 
times the figure of Christ has been one of comparativ 
insignificance, while that of Jehovah has been the 
prominent one. 
behind her an uncounted rabble of saints hav during 
certain periods diverted to themselvs a great part of 
the total amount of Christian devotion. 
changing. Devotion to the Virgin and saints has 
been relegated to the background by the rise of 
Protestantism. And devotion to the bloody and 
abominable Jehovah fades, and must fade, as the 
refining influence of civilization advances. 
further along, we find civilization also repudiating or 
neglecting the supernatural element in the conception 
of Christ, leaving remaining as the central idea a 
conception of a sublime man, a moral teacher 
and ideal for our imitation. 


Especially, the conception of Christ 


This has not always been so. At 


And besides this, the Virgin and 


But this is 


A little 


Of course, this movement is in different stages of 
In the more be- 


That is, they are 


But in 


It was naturally the more stern 


Conse- 


But 


sentiments hav obtained there is recoil from the re- 
volting character of the Jewish God. He is dropped, 
and Christ brought forward. And, as we said, in 
those few spots where civilization has reached its 
highest pitch a still further advance is made. In 
such spots the highly cultivated mind is unable to 
bring itself to accept the supernatural at all, and the 
sole remaining object of devotion is Christ in his 
character of moral teacher. 

So Freethinkers in arguing against Christianity 
will find that religion defended from varying stand- 
points. If they liv ina remote and benighted 
country district they will hav to do with harsh and 
ungentle elders who still think Genesis good science, 
are full of the unpronounceable names of ancient 
Jewish gentlemen, still talk of those detestable crimi- 
nals called God’s favorits as moral models, and call 
down vengeance on Rationalistic heads in the language 
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Such men are little at- 
tracted by the character and precepts of Christ. The 


from bedlam ? 
it actually wished that we go about doing such things 
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class of arguments assailing this character and these 
precepts will be little needed by Freethinkers corabat- 
ing this order of men. A little farther along in civil- 
ization, as in more educated and refined districts, and 
cities, we find less said about Old Testament achieve- 
ments in science and Jehovah's formidableness as a 
fighting-man. Here we find Christ the central 
figure. Sometimes his supernatural aspect is re- 
garded, and sometimes his human and moral. Goa 
step farther and his supernatural aspect is found to 
be regarded less and his human and moral aspect more. 
Each of these three classes requires a different set 
of arguments for its conversion. Arguments require 
to be directed, with the first, against scientific 
blunders and barbarous inhumanity ; with the second, 
against miracles, the reliability of the gospels, and 
the like. With the third, a new order of arguments 
is called for. 

It is to the exhibition of a few, among the order 
of arguments last-mentioned, that the remainder of 
this article will be devoted. 

The class of men who wish to giv Christ the position, 
as ideal man and moral teacher, of which we hav spoken, 
is composed partly of advanced clergymen, and 
partly of timid or ill-judging Rationalists who hope 
thus to reconcile Christians to their rejection of the 
rest of the faith. To both we say that their position 
is illogical, absurd, and harmful. 

The first point we make against the position is, 
that even if Christ’s morality were perfect, it is so 


intimately bound up with supernaturalism that we 


can never promulgate it without at the same time 
forwarding the influence of that supernaturalism, 
and thus doing far more harm than good. Those 
who hav come to reject the supernaturalism must 


recognize, and might as well recognize now as later, 
that the natural and moral part that they wished to 
keep has been spoiled for all practical use by the 
circumstance of its having been associated with 
things hurtful and dangerous ; and that if they want 
to teach morality they must go for their teachers to 
some of the much better instructors whose teach- 
ings hav been good and safe throughout. 


The second point we make against the position is 
that, apart from the just-mentioned fault of being 


bound up with dangerous supernatural theories, 
Christ’s character and conduct considered as forming 
an ideal, and his teachings as a moral founder, are, 
even in themselvs, not good, but are most strongly 
calculated to produce evil. 


In the holding up of Christ’s general conduct as an 


ideal for all to imitate, there is ascribed to him 
a heroic and superhuman patience and fortitude. 
Nothing could be more false. 
is true. Countless persons hav borne tortures 
and death in uncomplaining silence. 
his approaching crucifixion in agonies of fear, sweat- 
ing “as it were great drops of blood.” On the cross 
he weakly broke down and reproached his father, 
dying with upbraidings that the father had forsaken 
him. Nothing could be more irreconcilable with the 
language preachers bestow on him than his conduct 
as it actually is recorded. The two are precisely 
antithetical, and nothing could produces such an out- 
rageous perversion of statement but a system where 
everything is confusion and extravagance—falsehood 


The very opposit 
Christ bewailed 


truth, and truth falsehood. And yet Christ is sup- 


posed to hav been a God, and supernaturally upheld. 


Chriat cursed a fig-tree so that it withered away, 
upon having his anger raised by its not bearing figs 
out of season. Is not this the conduct of a lunatic 
Is it the conduct of a sane man? Is 


now? What would be thought of us if we should? 


Then what is meant when it is said that **we should 


try to lift ourselvs to the ennobling standard of that 
perfect life, whose beauty, now stripped of the per- 


versions of a crude theology, comes down to us across 


the ages with" so and so, and so and so! Is any- 
thing meant, or nothing? Would not the very per- 
sons exhorting us to do such pueril and senseless 


things be the first to commit us to a madhouse if we 


went out on the highway and tried to do them to- 
morrow? Or do they mean that we should imitate 
not this, but certain others of his acts? But when 
we fix upon those certain others, and show that they 
are equally foolish or barmful, will they not refer us 
back to this again? Do they actually mean anything 
at all? 

It is useless to say that Christ taught forgivness. 
He sometimes enjoined it, but as he continually broke 
into reviling and anger himself, and damned his 
enemies to everlasting torment, we can only say that 
the total of his influence must be generativ of re- 
vengefulness. It is to be remembered that in. the 
Old Testament there is not an intimation that man’s 
errors will be visited with an eternal punishment. 
In the Old Testament, inflictions are of this world 
only, and the weary, mistaken, tempted mortal at 
last sleeps the sleep of peace. It is in the New 
Testament, it is in the utterances of Jesus Christ, 
that we first come upon the announcement of eternal 
retribution. The plain truth is that Christ suggested 
that we forgiv our enemies, while he went on glutting 
his revenge on his own. This is more shameful than 
the course, at least consistent, of some rough man 


THE TRUTA SEEKER, JANUARY 4, 1880. 


5 


enn RR RR RF SSS E SP SS Sc SAS A 


SS ee ee ee es an 


who if severe on his antagonists at least is satisfied 
that others should be the same toward theirs. It is 
the course of any scoundrel who wants others io be 
very meek and giv him all the more room to go on 
slaughtering himself. In this, as in many other 
things, the Ohristian religion has got everything pre- 
cisely the reverse of what it really is. The most 
prodigious example of unforgiving, insatiable, fiend- 
like revengefulness the world has ever seen, is ex- 
hibited as an example of the opposit character of 
forgivness. 

Equally unfounded is the representation that 
Christ proposed to confer peace upon mankind. He 
expressly states that he came to bring “not peace, 
but a sword.” Elsewhere he directs that “he that 
hath no sword, let him sell his garments and buy one.” 

Christ’s inculcation of non-resistance to evil, and 
of obedience to the established powers, has done in- 
computable harm. This doctrin has ever been the 
favorit one of tyrants. Where the scriptures came 
from, no one knows; but it will not be rash to con- 
jecture that this doctrin, at least, was written to 
order for some despot. The only cases in which we 
should submit to injuries are those in which we may 
expect thereby to touch the feelings of the injurers 
—in which more good than ill will result. And we 
should not hav been counseled to obey the powers of 
government whether they are right or wrong. They 
should be obeyed only when they are right, not when 
they are wrong. 

The best way to determin the fitness of a moral code 
for human guidance is to observe its practical effects 
as if actually has operated. Such observation of the 
effects of Christ’s moral code, when it was universally 
adopted and acted on in the Dark Ages, shows that 
it is probably the worst that has ever misled and de- 
based mankind. All that is original with Jesus—the 
backbone of his system of religion—is harsh and in- 
famous. His gentle precepts, the Golden Rule, the 
patient words and noble acts ascribed to him, are 
copied from the words and acts of other “saviors,” 
and credit for his “ pure morality,” his “ perfect life,” 
and all the noble qualities with which he has been 
endowed by idealists and sentimentalists should be 
transferred to them. 


M or - A 
Evolution and Revolution in the Church. 

All of my paternal, maternal, and fraternal rela- 
tive, as far back as the illustrious Jonathan Edwards, 
who was the great-grandfather of my mother, were 
loyal to the church and to the Presbyterian creed, 
BO far as it was practicable for them to assent and 
believe. Yet I do not remember of one who did not 
entertain grave doubts concerning many articles of 
the creed. They tried, and I tried, sincerely and 
earnestly not only to assent to the creed when we 
united with the church, but to believe every article 
of faith. But we never could believe the dogmas. I 
hav been stoker and porter, usher and bell-ringer, 
trustee, clerk and deacon, precentor and sermon 
reader, Bible-class expounder and superintendent of 
Sabbath-schools, all at one and the same time for 
many years. And I hav been connected, during my 
residence in different states, with eight different 
Presbyterian or Congregational churches, and my 
name, ten years ago, showed on a church record that 
my standing was valid and regular. Whether my 
name has been erased from that record I do not 
know, neither do I care, even enough to make 
inquiry. I think that Iam pretty familiar with the 
“ing and outs” of the Presbyterian church. I 
learned long ago that the essential difference be- 
tween the Congregational and the Presbyterian 
church is this: Whenever a member was to be disci- 
plined for heresy or any offense, the session, deacons, 
elders, and minister adjudged the accused to be inno- 
cent or guilty; and if found guilty they took a rope 
and hanged the unfortunate victim. 

But, in the Congregational church (in which the 
entire church had a voice), they let a convicted per- 
gon take a rope and hang himself. That constitutes 
the essential difference between the two churches. 

Well, the Presbyterian church, having but few 
Bibles, evolved a little book called, “The Presby- 
terian Confession of Faith,” made up of portions of 
the Bible, accompanied with brief paragraphs ex- 
planatory of the creed of the church, according to 
the Bible. After the church had evolved a standard 
for their belief, in the form of the Confession of 
Faith, many of the clergy and elders in the church 
began to interpret the Bible by the Confession of 
Faith. By and by a revision of the Bible seemed to 
be eminently important. So, a revision was evolved, 
which was the most disastrous blow to the divine 
inspiration of the Bible, that was ever given to that 
book. Now, the great majority of the clergy and 
laity, also, hav lost faith in the divine authenticity of 
the holy scripture, so that many want the revision 
revised; and some want a revised creed, or confes- 
sion of faith, while others want to allow the Confes- 
sion of Faith to remain unchanged ; and they demand 
that a new creed (a new Confession of Faith) be pre- 
pared, in which all the dogmas and odious and unbe- 
lievable doctrins shall be omitted. Many clergymen 
and many more laymen desire to take the Bible, only, 
as the creed of the church. The clergy hav evolved 


‘Lennstrand is yet the question of the day. 


80 far in practice and precepts, that they no longer 
preach but very few of the fundamental doctrins laid 
down in the Confession of Faith. Rev. Theo. L. 
Cuyler, one of the leading clergy of Brooklyn, L. I., 
wrote, recently, in the New York Hvangelist, that 
“he would as soon cut off his right hand, as to 
preach the doctrin of election to unbelievers.” The 
chureh hay evolved different tenets until they hav 
nearly revolved to the condition of the world when 
there was no Bible. Very few of the clergy and 
nearly all intelligent Jaymen hav lost faith in the 


divine authenticity of the holy scripture. Evolution 
has wrought a revolution. Ess E. Terr. 


Orange, N. J. 


— io 
Freethought in Sweden. 


Our Swedish brethren certainly deserve success in 
their battle against superstition. The resolution and 
activity displayed by them is surprising to an Amer- 
ican accustomed to the indifference shown by the 
greater number of Freethinkers in this country. 

From his prison on Longholman, Victor Lenn- 
strand speaks the words of cheer and advice to his 
followers: and, best of all, his advices are followed. 
His vigorous and thoughtful writings, his own and 
his followers’ open defiance of orthodox prohibition, 
issued by a hypocritie government; the brotherly 
feeling and restless activity of the Freethinkers at 
large, hav aroused both press and people as well as 
the clergy. The Swedish press is divided into 
two hostil camps, one containing Oogens Nyheter, 
Aftonbladet, | Fádernestaudet,  Socialdemohraten. 
Arbetedez takes the Liberal side and has succeeded 
in making Utiliskarne the subject of general conver- 
sation. The protest issued November 3d by Uti- 
liska Samfundet against the imprisonment of V. 
The 
crown and clergy are kicking, but the bag of prog- 
ress tied to these mules will soon make them tired 
of such exercise. The anger of the clergy is sc 
great that it has forgotten to be “ wise as serpents ;” 
it has thrown the mask aside. In Elfsborg the prin- 
cipal clergyman declares that public libraries exert a 
destructiv influence, and from the pulpit in the 
Trondbjem cathedral Bishop Laache expresses the 
wish “that there never had existed a printing-prees.” 

The local society in Stockholm has a Sunday- 
school, which is attended by over sixty children, 
while the ladies of the same society hay formed a 
sewing society and are at present very busy with 
preparations for a Utiliska Christmas bazar. The 
society at large holds its business meetings every 
Wednesday, while Sunday evenings are given over 
to lectures and discussions, which now and then are 
followed by a soiree and dance ; yet our friends do not 
stop here. Almost every Swede is a born vocalist, 
hence a Utiliska singing society is under organiza- 
tion, and soon will the mind-elevating tones from a 
large choir sound through the new rooms in Tunnel- 
garten informing the merry Stockholmers that the 
Swedish Freethinkers are not alone alive but also 
cheerful, in spite of their having no thoughts of hell 
to console themselvs with. A prosperous New Year 
to our Swedish brethren. G. N. 


An Odorous Nugget With a Moral. 


A farmer's wife had cooped a brood of young 
chickens in the woodshed, and at night the mother- 
hen gave warning that an enemy had invaded her 
household. The wife informed the husband, who 
took a light and proceeded to investigate the cause 
of the trouble. He found that one of those little 
four-footed animals, so well known among farmers 
by its noiseless squat and peculiar smell, was making 
a supper of one of the chickens. He took a long 
pole which the boys had used to thrash nuts from 
the trees, and began to pommel the intruder. The 
wife began to plead for mercy. 

“There, there, don't pound the life entirely out of 
the poor brute.” 

But he made the blows fall quick and hard until, 
it is safe to say, it was the last chicken-supper 
that the peddler of “sweet scents” ever got. The 
next day there was a peculiar odor about the house 
better imagined than described. The sense of smell 
was a little too acute to hav the air in and about the 
house agreeable. The wife, with thumb and finger 
clasped upon her nose, said, “Something must be 
done; there is no living in this house.” 

* Wife, replied the husband, “I thought there 
would be as much of the ‘ varmint' left as you would 
desire, even if I did pound the life out of it." 

MORAL. 

If the farmer and his wife had begun to fight 
about the best method of protecting the brood, the 
skunk would hav got away with the rest of the chick- 
ens. Every blow which has a tendency to weaken 
the church and the influence of the clergy upon the 
minds of the people is needed—let it come down 
with a strong arm. Instead of disputing among our- 
selvs as to proper methods, let every man use his 
own weapon in his own way, but keep the blows fall- 
ing. Ifa concert of action can be effected, all the 
better. With the heaviest blows we can strike, 
singly or combined, either by ridicule or reason, 


there will be enough of the “varmint” left for the 
good of the people. 

Weak-kneed Liberals, remember, the harder the 
blows the sooner you kill. Joun Prox. 


eoo DURER 
Hather Severe upon George Chainey. 
From the London Freethinker. 

The attitude of the press toward Secularism is a 
noteworthy sign of the humbug of “free and impar- 
tial journalism." The leaders of Freethought in 
England may lecture to thousands of people, and 
organize societies, and hold important conferences, 
but the press is practically mum. Mr. Bradlaugh is 
treated as an eminent politician, but as a Secular 
leader he is simply regarded as non-existent. Yet if 
Mrs. Besant turns Theosophist, the papers that were 
silent about her Atheism will giv her paragraphs and 
articles ; and if a half-demented person like George 
Chainey visits Engiand as a convert from Free- 
thought to moonshine, a paper like the Pall Mail 
Gazette will giv him half & column of small type, as 
though his eccentric wanderings made him an im- 
portant personage. 

According to the P. M. G., * Professor Chainey 
[what is he professor of *] at one time was one of the 


leading Secularist lecturers in the United States, and 
has spent the most activ years of his life in combat- 
ing all revealed religion and demonstrating the ab- 
surdity of the religious creeds accepted by mankind.” 
The P. M. G. adds that his “lecturing at South 
Place Institute upon ‘Revelation Revealed’ is the 


transatlantic sequel of the remarkable development 
through which Mrs. Bessnt has passed in this coun- 


iry." 


We do not envy Mrs. Besant’s feelings on reading 
this sentence. It must be galling to find herself 
classed with a man regarded as a crank by the Amoer- 
ican Freethinkers who still remember him. The P. 
M. G. does not appear to know that Gsorge Chainey’s 
“ version ”—the reader can add con and per at dis- 
cretion—is so far from being the “sequel” of Mrs. 
Bessnt’s that it preceded hers by several years. 
He was only a short time & Secularist lecturer. The 
work was hard and the remuneration slender, and he 
was naturally flighty, so he fell into Spirituslism, and 
went offto Australia, where he did not achieve a great 
success. Some incidents of his migration we prefer 
to pass over in silence. Our opinion is that George 
Chainey is hardly a responsible being. The P. M. G. 
gravely reports that “the interior of his head be- 
comes red-hot,” and in this condition he “sees vis- 
ions.” Very likely. They are many such cases in 
Colney Hatch. à 

Some time ago George Chainey was seeking 
enough money to take him to Palestine, where he 
was to be the recipient of a new revelation. It is a 
pity the philanthropic editor of the P. M. G. does 
not write a check for the amount, and pack this 
* remarkable man” off to Jerusalem or Jericho. 

——— —$- 4. 9————————— 


Searching for More Spirits. 


A short time ago the Editor of Tas TRUTH SEEKER 
said : 

We noticed by a letter from Lyman C. Howe in the Spirit- 
ual Instructor, that Medium Reid obtains messages on 
slates from the other world, as well as answers to letters. 
And if Mr. Howe is to be believed, Mr. Reid is a phenomenal 
slate-writer, for he says that all Mr. Reid’s demonstrations 
given in public are under ‘‘absolute fraud-proof conditions,” 
and that to private sitters he says, ‘‘ Bring your own slates, 
privately marked and fastened as you like, screwed, nailed, 
riveted, or tied as snugly as you please, and keep them in 
your own hands, and under these conditions the slates are 
filled with messages.” If Mr. Reid can do all that Mr. Howe 
claims for him, the next time he comes east we should like 
to hav him giv Mr. McArthur and the Editor of Taz Trora 
SEEKER a sitting. 


Mr. Reid in the last number of the Spiritual In- 
structor replies: 


We take you at your word, Bro. Macdonald, and will see 
that Mr. McArthur and yourself will hav an opportunity of in- 
vestigating slate-writing at the earliest opportunity. Of one 
thing I am convinced, ànd that is, if the phenomena are pro- 
duced in your presence, you are gentlemen enough to 
acknowledge the fact, and that is more than some persons 
who claim to be Spiritualists hav backbone enough 
to do. 


———— 
Tur Herald at Bertrand, Neb., says: “In Indiana a sec- 
tion hand repaired a broken rail and averted a disaster. The 
work was done on Sunday and the section hand was fined 
for desecrating the Sabbath. It seems hardly possible that 
inthis land of freedom and this age of enlightenment there 
are persons narrow-minded enough to bring about a thing of 
this kind, but there are. The same inquisitorial spirit that 
burnt heretics and witches at the stake in the dark ages of 
bigotry and superstition is still alive to some extent." 


ot ———————— 
Frano V. Kine, a member of New York’s legislature, has 
announced his intention of finding out how much state 
money given to religious schools is used to support churches. 
He says: “ I expect to introduce a resolution calling on the 
several institutions in this state which are in receipt of public 
moneys and which hav charge of juvenil delinquents or 
other children, to report to the assembly the disposition of 
the children after being received into such institutions, the 
character of the instruction followed, expenses of the insti- 
tution, the amounts received from the state treasury and 
many other details. I am told that many institutions receive 
assistance from the state and appropriate that portion of the 
state funds which they-do not use to the support of their 
churches. I am also informed that from the manner in 
which the annual reports are drawn up it is impossible in all 
instances to trace the application of the state money appro. 
priated for such purposes." 
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Communications, 


Eusebius’s Ecclesiastical History—Is It a Mod- 
ern Forgery? 

Eusebius quotes from the “Apology” of Tertullian 
an account of the persesution of Christians in Bithy- 
nia, which Tertullian himself quotes from the corre- 
spondence between Pliny the Younger and the em- 
pəror Trajan. There are nine books of the letters of 
Piay, all copied and selected by himself, with none 
of the replies thereto, and a tenth book containing 
the letters of Pliny and Trajan. If Pliny wrote the 
letters in the first nine books he was a literary cox- 
comb; if he wrote the letters to Trajan he was a 
sophomoric saphead. 

Iu regard to the latter series the translator Moel- 
moth says: 

They are of a style and character extremely different from 
those in the preceding collection; whence some critics hav 
inj adicionsiy inferred that they are the production of another 
hand. 

Five years ago we dissected these letters and 
adducsd cogent ressons for rejəcting them as for- 
geries. We then supposed that they were fabricated 
about the end of the second century. This belief 
was based on the quotations from them by Tertul- 
lian, who is supposed to hav written his “Apology” 
before ap. 220. But now we hav little doubt that 
that “Apology” was written as late as the fifteenth 
century, in which case the letters of Pliny and Tra- 
jan are also modern fabrications. 

The Latin Dictionary we used at school was Ains- 
worth's. Is has not the word Christus nor Chris- 
tianus in the Latin part; but in the part which givs 
the Latin equivalents of Eaglish words we find this: 

A Christian, *| Christianus. 

Christianism or Christianity, *| Caristianismus. 

Christmas, *|| Caristi natalium festum. 

What do these asterisks mean? 
answer: 

*Before a word shows it to be of Greek extraction. 

Before a word denotes that it is bad, or used only by writ- 
ers of an inferior class. . 

Now the words Christus and Christianos are used 
by Tacitus, Suetonius, Pliny the Younger, Tertul- 
lian; and all the sueceeding Latin fathers. But the 
“Annals of Tacitus,” in which Christus occurs, was 
forged by Poggio Bracciolini in the fifteenth cent- 
E» who was also the finder of the works of Tertul- 
ian. 

Unctus is the Latin for Christos, and would hav 
been so translated by a Latin scholar of the second 
contury or of any later time. We read about Pailip 
the Fair, Charles the Bald, and other French kings 
with epithets sufficed to their names; but how 
absurd it would ba to write their names in English, 
Pailip the Bel and Charles the CAauve/ 

Is not the use of the words Christus and Chris. 
tanus sufficient evidanes of the modern fabrication 
of all the ancient writings, Christian and pagan, in 
which those words occur? And since Eusebius 
quotes with approval those spurious Latin works, 
does it not necessarily follow that his ‘Ecclesiastical 
History” is also a modern forgery? 

The system of forgery, says Father Hardouin, was 
meditated and begun in the reign of Pailip Augustus 
(1180-1223); was more fully developed under Philip 
the Fair (1285-1314), and Valesius (1328-1350) ; and 
continued through a period of one hundred and fifty 
years. The gang of forgers had alphabets of all 
ages and in every language, especially Greek and 
Latin; also inks and parehraents of all ages, and in 
some instances the fraud is made apparent by the 
striking similarity of the letters to those of old New 
Testament codices, showing a plain imitation, as if 
done by the same hand. It was necessary for these 
impious forgers to produce very many books so as 
to make it appear that unwritten tradition is opposed 
to the ancient records. And bya multitude of vol- 
umes they hoped to render the fraud less easy of de- 
tection. As many works in Latin, so many in Greck 
were necessary, lest it should be suspected that it 
was all done in the Latin quarter. And they made 
a distribution like this: To Greece they gave Greg- 
ory Nazianzen and Chrysostom; to Cappadocia, 
Basilius and Gregory Nyssenus; to the East, The- 
odosius and Eusebius; to Egypt, Clement, Origen, 
Athanasius, and Cyril; to Italy, Ambrose, Leo, and 
Gregory; to Palestine and Syria, Justin and Cyril of 
Damascus; to Cyprus, Epiphanius; to Africa, Ter- 
tullian, Cyprian, Optatus, Augustine, and F'ulgen- 
tius; and to other parts maay more. 

It was necessary to hav so many volumes of his- 
tory, s0 many of councils, and so many of other 
kinds; to fabricate so many decretals, canons, defini- 
tions, forms of prayer, histories, controversies, ete. 
These writings were continued through all the ages, 
lest the fraud of one age should be suspected. So 
the work was divided into ages, with the parts 
assigned to each, and thus the pretended doctrin and 
disciplin grew up by degrees.. 

The lying rascals did not cease their work, but 
kept on fabricating false monuments of the former 
times. They meant to cover the world with their 
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forgeries, so that nothing should be read, if ‘possible, 
except what they furnished. 

They forged apocryphal books; for example the 
* Olementines" (containing the story of Clement of 
Rome), the “Preaching of Peter," and the “Pastor 
of Hermas.” 

Sometimes there were more than one fabricator of 
the same work, the last one taking it up after the 
death of the former and imitating his style and argu- 
ment. Thus there were two, three, or more writers 
of the same work in one age. 

The amount of work done was not, however, so 
very great. The writings of all the Greek and Latin 
fathers do not exceed in quantity what Luther and 
Calvin and their associates produced in fifty years. 
The works of Augustine do not exceed those of Al- 
phonso Tostado or Albert le Grande. There were 


jin the sixteenth century many learned men in Italy, 


and if those had united in a common purpose, how 
many works they could hav produced in Greek and 
Latin, in prose and poetry, far superior to those of 
Augustine and Ambrose, or any of the rest; for in 
recent times we hav had writers who could vie with 
Cicero and Virgil. 

Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius of Cesarea (au- 
thor of “Ecclesiastical History”), Theodoretus of 
Syria, and Justin of Rome, all had the same library, 
for they praise the same authors and repeat the same 
fables. So also with the rest. 

Their style of writing is similar, indicating one 
age. At first they wrote apologies, epistles, treatises 
against heretics, and homilies; afterward commenta- 
ries and studies of the earlier fathers, and lastly, 
theological summaries and commentaries on summa- 
ries. The author's name was sometimes wanting, 
being purposely suppressed, so that in a later age 
the work could be ascribed to some great name. 

Not only did they write on parchment, but on 
leaden plates And we hav had recent imitators of 
this. About the year 1599 a manuscript in Arabic 
was cited as found in a cave near Granada, and 
attested by D. Petro Də Castro, archbishop cf that 
city. It contained-many fables concerning the infant 
savior (the “Arabic Gospel of the Infancy”). These 
leaden plates were, after many years, examined at 
Rome, in the pontificate of Alexander VII. (1655-7) 
and condemned as apocryphal. There are many of 
this kind of leaden sheets said to hav been deposited 
in the tombs of the saints, with the names either of 
princes or consuls inscribed upon them. False 
inscriptions are also found on tombstones. 

As in our own time the Jansenists, who are heirs 
of the former impiety, write elegantly in the Gallic 
vernaeular, 80 in the fourteenth certury tbose who 
wrote tha best Latin gave us Cicero, Virgil’s Æne'd 
Lactantiu. (:he “Christian Cicero”), and other au. 
thors most noted for elegant writing. But .they 
took care to hav their own lucubrations appear under 
those great names, because by concealing themselva 
they had no fear of the powers that be, and, by giv- 
ing pretended authority, they could fortify their 
Atheism in all time past. In the use of the names 
of Virgii, Cicero, Plutarch, and others they were 
more desirous of propagating their impiety than of 
acquiring fame. 

Such is the argument of one of the most learned 
Jesuits that ever lived. For publishing some of 
these opinions he was condemned and debarred from 
promotion in the church. But he lived nineteen 
years longer, avd just before his death, in 1729, he 
wrote & little volume reiterating his former views. 
This was published in London in 1766, but being in 
Latin it hag remained practically a sealed book until I 
translated portions of it for Taz Taura SEEKER in 1858. 

With a mythical messiah for a corner-stone and a 
fabricated history for a superstructure, how long can 
the Christian edifice withstand the assaults of critical 
science ? . ÁNTICHRIST. 

——————— 939—995 ————— 
My Opinion. 

Daring historie times hundreds of gods hav been 

worshiped, and hundreds of men hav had divine 
honors paid to them. Many animals, and even rep- 
tils, hav been made the cbjects of adoration. 
. These gods hav been real or imaginary. If imag- 
inary, the chances are a hundred io one that all are 
imaginary, including the father, son, and the other 
fellow. If these gods hay all been real, there can be 
no safety unless we worship them all. 

In the name cf these gods thousands of human 
beings hav been sacrificed. In the name of these 
gods thousands of human beings hay been enslaved, 
plundered, and tortured. In the name of these gods 
the highway of progress has been hedged up, institu- 
tions of learning hav been Suppressed, the most 
cruel wars hav been waged, and the most inhuman 
tortures inflicted. Mental development and human 
equality hav never been pleasing to the gods. They 
hav always been partial to priestoraft and kingcraft, 
and to their own peculiar people, and enemies to all 
the reat. 

Can it be shown that the gods of the ancients were 
of any benefit to the people? Is it not about time 
to let them go; they never hav, and never can, do 
any gocd. As far as history informs us there never 


was a time when the gods proved a benefit to tha 
people. On the contrary, the earth has been satu- 
rated with human gore, because those engaged in 
wars hav believed that they were carrying out the 
will of some imaginary god or gods. Wars hav been 
waged by one nation, and millions slain, because they 
believed that another nation were enemies to God 
and that he was pleased with the slaughter. Hun- 
dreds hav been killed for saying something which 
offended a believer in some fancied tenant of the 
skies. As long as men spend half their time in 
thinking about the gods, and tuen over half they 
produce to forward some object in the interest of the 
gods, we shall grope on in ignorance and poverty. 

The gods will undoubtedly die hard, but die they 
will sooner or later, and good and wise men will re- 
joice when they lose their imaginary power. When 
the gods are forgotten the top-root of superstition 
will wither. The thoughts of men will then be 
turned to the welfare of each other, and then we 
shall begin to understand, as never before, the capa- 
bilities of the human mind, and the hights to which 
man can ascend. The gods can do without us as 
soon a8 we outgrow our ignoranco so as to know that 
we can do without them. 

In ancient times, when gods were as plenty as 
blackberries, I hav no doubt that the people imag- 
ined that the gods were doing something for their 
benefit, and that blessings were showered down upon 
them which were regarded as coming directly from 
the gods. 

I saw a woman who had been confined to her bed 
for fourteen years. Every few minutes during my 
stay I heard the ejaculation, * How good God is to 
me!" Could a greater absurdity be imagined? And 
yet I hav no doubt of the woman's honesty. All 
must admit that her helplessness for fourteen years 
was & queer manifestation of God’s goodness. 

Some of the most devout people hav been the most 
unfortunate, and hav suffered the most. Some 
tyrannical wretches and public plunderers hav fared 
the best. 

The above considerations should satisfy every in- 
telligent mind that there is no overruling providence 
—that there is no intelligence directing the affairs of 
this world above the human—that the oases where 
people think there is divine interposition are in every 
instance imaginary. 

Every day brings news of some church edifice 
being burnt or blown down or struck with lightning. 
Occasionally we hear of a disaster at sea, and a part 
of the people on board the vessel are saved and a 
part lost. But no one can form a just estimate of 
the ones lost or saved by their being good or bad. 
God strikes down a good man as readilyas a bad one. 
He whacks away at a church with as much gusto as 
he does at a gambling-house. 

We hav some unmitigated rogues and rapsoalliong 
who seem to be highly favored and liv to an extreme: 
old age. When, if a missionary or some noted 
evangelist is favored in the same way, his good fort- 
une is attributed to an overruling providence. How 
long will it take for the pious pachyderms to learn 
that God does not carry on any business in this 
world? 

The mud brought up all along the line of the 
Atlantic telegraph cable was found to be composed 
almost entirely of the remains of microscopic animals. 
Chalk is mainly made up of minute shells. In making 
8 single figure upon a blackboard, thousands of these 
little shells are crushed. Millions and trillions of 
these animals must hav been brought into existence, 
and other millions died, in a second of time. They 
were doubtless capable of enjoyment and suffering, 
and died of age or pain and disease like other animals. 
Where there is life there must be pain and pleasure 
according to the organization of the animal. 

A portion of the animals are defenseless and are 
the prey and the natural food of other animals. Man 
slays millions of animals every year because their ex- 
istence is detrimental to his happiness. He slays 
other millions for food. 

Portions of different countries hav been devastated 
by fire and flood, epidemics and famin, earthquakes, 
volcanoes, and tornadoes. Thousands through super- 
stition hav been sacrificed to the gods. The numbers 
which hav been slain in foolish and cruel wars cannot 
be enumerated. Millions hav been imprisoned and 
tortured and put to death to gratify the whims of 
some fanatic or tyrant. Without exception all life is 
subject to disease and death. At the best through- 
out the animal and vegetable kingdom there is a con- 
stant struggle for existence. 

Where is the loving-kindness of the supreme 
manager which the Christian talks so much about? 
Do the foregoing facts show forth his mercy which 
* endureth forever ?”-. If he is possessed of all power 
and all knowledge and “ his mercy endureth forever,” 
every phase of existence should afford pleasurable 
emotions. 

These facts come home to every intelligent mind 
and show that the laws of nature are the only supreme 
ruler—that they are blind to consequences—unmoved 
by entreaty and as heartless as a stone. There is no 
God to hav anything to do with the affairs of earth— 
all is subject to inflexible law. 
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In ancient times when these laws were less under- 
stood, the people had a multiplicity of gods. The 
gods hav decreased in numbers as these laws hav 
been studied and interpreted. When they are. fully 
understood the gods will vanish. 

. Did God superintend the creation of each animal 
in a piece of chalk which occupied a shell so small 
that the highest magnifying power is required to 
enlarge it sufficiently for the human eye to take cog- 
nizance of it? Then think of mountains of chalk 
composed of these minute shells. Did God speak 
into existence separately each one of the microscopic 
. animals which compose the mud of thousands of 
square miles of the ocean’s bed? And did he appoint 
a time for each to die? If he did he has been a busy 
God, and I wouldn’t be surprised to heat any day 
that he has struck in favor of the eight-hour system. 

For what purpose did God create all of those 
great uncouth animals in the early ages of the world? 
These great scaly, slimy monsters were unlike any 
animals known since man’s advent on the earth. 
They certainly could not hav been created for man’s 
benefit. 

The Christian will tell you that God created them 
for his own glory. Well, I would say it was a great 
waste of raw material to little purpose. It must hav 
afforded him infinit delight to see some of these mon- 
sters splash in and dart through the water and others 
drag their slimy lengths through the mud. Perhaps 
it was a diversion to him while he was taking his 
nooning. ; 

Why did God create the centipede, tarantula, rat- 
tlesnake, and millions of flies and poisonous insects 
to bite and sting and torment and kill us? Why 
bring a tiger into existence to tear and worry other 
animals as well as human beings? 

Is it not strange that a God of mercy, who has a 
tender regard for his children more than an earthly 
parent can hav, should cause an earthquake to turn 
a great city like Lisbon topsy-turvy and sacrifice 
hundreds of human lives, the innocent with the 
guilty? Where is his “loving-kindness,” where the 


* infinit mercy,” where the “ watchful eye of the good. 


shepherd ?” 

Did you ever stand in the forest and see the leaves 
fallin autumn? One comes down with a spiral mo- 
tion, like the motion of the screw to a propeller as it 
spins in the water; another pursues a zigzag course 
in its descent ; another glides first to the right, then 
to the left, like a thin piece of iron sinking in the water; 
another sails away in the breeze without turn or 
flutter, like a piece of clapboard gliding down the 
current. Though they fall as fast as snowflakes, no 
two fall just alike. 

Now let us watch that one coming down with a 
spiral motion that we may get it and examin it. 
We find that it has a long, heavy stem which kept 
the head of the leaf down. The blade is twisted 
somewhat like an auger, and that is the cause of the 
spiral motion. There is a reason why every leaf falis 
just as it does. 

If you throw up a handful of feathers in the wind, 
they will not all perform the same evolutions. One 
may light near by, another is carried far away; 
scarcely two will describe the same curves or light in 
the same place. 

Does God direct the falling of every leaf? Does 
he direct the course of every feather in the wind, of 
every piece of driftwood that is carried hither and 
thither by wind and current? Some day we shall 
learn that in air, earth, and ocean there is a cause for 
everything being what it is, and'as itis. As fast as 
we understand the natural the supernatural will dis 
appear. In past centuries good or.evil spirits were 

“supposed to be behind every phenomenon. As we 
hav been lifted out of the quagmire of superstition 
the spirits hav been retired from activ service. : 

Few at the present day believe that smallpox, yel- 
low fever, or cholera is the work of evil spirits. In 
time of battle we no longer sacrifice human beings in 
order to enlist the spirits and induce them to turn 
the tide of battle in our favor. 
` And so as we study the laws of nature and come 
to understand them more fully and perfectly, we 
shall see a reason for everything, miracles will cease, 
and the gods will disappear forever. Jonn Peck. 

Naples, N.. Y. 

— dM 


The Ownership of Land. 


Several weeks ago one of the subscribers, a Mr. 
McMullen, of Dodgeville, Wis., asked, “ What man 
in America owns the most land, and how much 
does he own?” I hav examined every paper which 
has appeared since that time for an answer to the 
above question, but without seeing any. My own 
opinion is that the man who owns the largest quan- 
tity of land will be very desirous of keeping quiet 
about it; but it is very important that every man 
and woman in the country should use every effort to 
find out what is being done with the land which be- 
longs to all. Some time ago I read an article in the 
American Grange Bulletin, of Cincinnati, in the 
course of which Occurred a quotation from an ac- 
count given by Mr. W. Goodwin Moody, who, in 
1883, made a tour of investigation through the 


Northwest, West, and Southwest, to ascertain the 
facts as they then existed, and afterward published 
the result of his investigations in a book entitled, 
* Land and Labor in the United States.” 

It cannot be said that a precise answer is given by 
Mr. Moody to exactly the question put by your cor- 
respondent, as the largest farms mentioned are 
owned by corporations rather than by individuals ; 
but the facts given are all in the line of thought in- 
dicated by him. 

I quote from the Bulletin: “Space will allow us 
to giv only a very brief synopsis of Mr. Moody’s ac. 
count of the farms he saw and the system on which 
they were operated, and the profit that was made by 
operating them on a large scale, which, in the wheat- 
growing districts at that time, paid, in some instances, 
between forty and fifty per cent on the investment, 
after allowing twenty-five per cent for wear and tear 
of teams, implements, and harness, and ten per cent 
on capital. 

* Mr. Moody tells us that, in the wheat and small 
grain.growing districts of Minnesota and Dakota, 
farms were common which were operated by super- 
intendent and foreman the same as factories and mills 
of corporations. Since the time he was on the ground 
many of these farms hav been merged into syndi- 
cates. We will giv a few of them as an illustration. 
He tells us of the Cass farm, 6,355 sores; the 
Cheney farm, 5.200; the Grandin farm, 40 000; the 
Grandin brothers’ farm, 30,000; the Thompson and 
Shuman, 1300; Thompson ‘and Kendall farm, 
4400; the Rock Co. Farming Co.’s farm, 21 000. 
In some of these farms he found es much as 6 000 
acres in wheat and small grain. Further on in the 
grazing country of Kansas and Colorado, he found 
the Allen and Butler farm of 27,000 acres, and Cap- 
tain King’s farm of 150,000 aeres under fence, and 
200 000 acres unfenced. We could go on and giv a 
column of similar farms. But what we hav cited 
shows conclusivly that Mr. Derbyshire is in error 
when he says that the syndicates do not want the 
land. 

“The facts are, corporations and companies are 
gobbling up the land as fast as they can, and will 
attack the older settled states as soon as they can 
bear down the price of land; they will then be able 
to buy it at their own figures, at sheriff sales and 
foreclosures, as we Will show further on. 

“Tt is not only our home syndicates and speculators 
who are after the land, but another dangerous ele- 
ment—the foreign or alien landowner. In order to 
show what they are doing in the way of getting pos- 
session of our land, we will append a partial list of 
the foreign landowners: 


Acrea. 
English syndicate, No. 1 (in Texas)... 4 500 000 
English syndicate, No, 2 (in Texae)..................... 8 000 000 
Bir Edward Reid, K.C.B. (in Florida)... 2 000,000. 


English syndicate, headed by S. Philpotts............ 
C. B. Land Co. of London, by marquis of Twedale 
Phillips, Marshall & Co.; of London. ............ 


1.800 000 
1.750.000 
. 1.900 000 


A German syndicate..............e esee .. 1,100 0C0 
Anglo-American syndicate, headed by Mr. Rogers, . 
;:. Of London............ iiec eese n e eie noe nose ct ens 750 000 
An English company (in Mississippi). .................. 700.000 
Duke of Sutherland. .................. sess EOR 425,000 
British Land and Mortgage Oo............................ 320 000 
Captain Whaley, M.P. for Peterboro, Eng............ 310.000 
Missouri Land Co., Edinburgh, Scotland. ............ 300 000 
Hon. Robert Tennant, of London.................. isse 230 000 


Scoteh Land Co., Dundee, Scotland. 
Lord Dunmore... 
Lord Houghton.. 
Lord Dunraven.. Ses 
English Land Co. (in Florida)............... ser 50,000 


An English capitalist (in Arkansas)..................... 50,000 
Albert Peel, Leicestershire, Eng........................ 10 000 
Sir John Leester Kaye, Yorkshire. Eng................ 5 0C0 

160,000 


burgh, Scotland ..................eeeeeeee eee 
English syndicate (in Florida)............................ 59,000 
Totali ieri nien Tenn eR enisi es 30 941,€60 


I hope that the information given in the article 
quoted from the Bulletin will prove satisfactory to 
your correspondent. It certainly mentions some 
very large farms; if there are any larger ones, I hav 
never heard of them. Rote Brerretz. 

a ae ad 


The New Book of Morals. 


Since it is a settled fact that we are to hav a book 
which will teach morals without basing its instruc- 
tion upon the Bible, I feel greatly encouraged. This 
is of prime importance, for it is everywhere asked, 
On what would you rely to teach youths morals, if 
not on the Bible? It does not seem to hav entered 
into the understanding of men that the first lesson 
in morals must come from the examples of parents, 
and such comments upon conduct in early childhood 
as will impress children with the difference between 
right and wrong—the praise of right actions and 
condemnation of wrong—nor that the duty of parents 
is never done until virtuous character is established 


in their children. 
the thoughts of many very respectable people that a 
virtuous, proud, high-minded character is our high- 
est end and aim. People mistake reputation for 
character. 
character is what we really are. 
attained by shrewd hypocrisy. Character has a more 
enduring basis, and scorns pretense and shame. 
Character is of slow growth and is enduring. Repu- 
tation, fame, leadership, may be “ obtained with- 
out merit, and lost without a crime.” 


tion. 
philosophy or ethics. 
this reason colleges influence character much less 


Nor does it seem to hav entered 


Reputation is what others say of us; 
Reputation may be 


The sermon and the Sunday-school] teach next to 


nothing of the building up of character nor its value. 
These are occupied with “ saving” people from some- 
thing not clearly defined. 
street are that success is always right. 
ings of commerce are, mainly, “Don’t get found out 
unless you beat the other fellow.” 
that lawyers may honorably lie and bribe and bully 
witnesses—if hired and paid for so doing—and that - 
seoundrelly acts, if done for a client, are highly 
proper and professionally commendable. And states- 
men (Lord, what a misnomer!) and politicians may 
lie, slander, bribe, and steal baliots for party success, 
and yet remain “honorable gentlemen,” and be 
cheered when they appear in public. : 


The teachings of the 
The teach- 


The bar teaches 


The press—the newspaper—is as indifferent and as 


quiet on all occasions as if injustice, fraud, rascality, 
and lying were unknown vices. 
till the offender has not only been found out, but 
“has been proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt." 
The religious press forgets to teach morals, and 
spends its efforts on theclogy and the spread of sec- 
tarian teaching among the heathen. 


Crime is not crime 


Teachers in our common schools as well as parents 


turn children and youths over to the church and 
Sunday-schools for instruction in morals. 
shirks. 
including morals to a considerable extent, yet teach- 
ers in their institutes contend that they ought not to 
be required to teach either morals or manners. 


Everyone 
Good manners can hardly be taught without 


Colleges as well as schools fail to giv moral instruc- 
Their curriculums now rarely mention moral 
This was not so once. For 


than they did fifty years ago. 
The book in question will be a new departure, and 


ought to be welcomed. 


About in 1840, when the Bible was quoted for and 


against slavery, one E. E. Tyler wrote a pamphlet of 
perhaps forty pages entitled, “Slavery a Malum in 
Se" (a wrong in itself). It was a most able and ample 
showing that there was no side nor nock nor corner 
of slavery that was not wrong. It was clear in its 
statements and iron-linked in its logic, but was in all 
respect fair toward the slaveholder, yet it left him no 
ground to stand on. 
attempts to sustain its purpose by reference to the 
Bible. 
preface. 
defend the right of every human being to liberty and 
equality before the law, and upon the same weapons 
to attack slavery. It was a valuable contribution to 
antislavery literature, and appealed to a class of minds 
that the Bible could not reach. 


But it expressly discarded all 


That book was not mentioned except in the 
It relied solely on reason ard justice to 


Now, it strikes me that a bock of moral instruction 


can be written which shall be plain, simple, and 
interesting to children and youths and young men 
and-women which shall teach the elements of moral. 
ity, and not appeal in any way to the Bible for state- 
ment or authority. The best literature may be 
pressed into service to furnish illustrations and in- 


struction. Stories and anecdotes may be related 
which will serve to impress its teachings on the 
mind. Fables will always be atiractiv and useful. 
Those who had the good fortune to read in that dry 
and stilted old book, the English Reader, compiled 
by Lindley Murray, rarely ever forgot the invaluable 
teachings it contained. The Quakers held on to it 
till thirty years ago as a text-book of moral instruc- 
tion in schools. And I know of several copies 
ehoicely kept and highly prized by gray-headed old 
men. Itwasan eminently unsectarian religious book, 
but its teachings were pure and noble. More than 
one young man owed his best aspirations to its teach- 
ing. It is full of materials for the proposed new 
work, and is all new to the present generation. 

But the book must contain clear definitions, and 
use’ accurate language. It should not apply the 
opprobrious epithet “Infidel” to a doubter, but to 
men who are knowingly unfaithful to an understood 
duty; nor should it apply that term of reproach 
“ Atheist" to any who merely do not believe in God, 
but to those only who deny his existence. Liberals 
are very unwise in using these terms as they do. 
These words are used by the pulpit to slander and 
deny all who oppose them, They are used to slander 
Thomas Paine, who did “ believe in one God only,” 
and to belie Colonel Ingersoll, who is simply not yet 
convinced there is & God or a future existence—who 
is, in short, an Agnostic. Levi Norra. 


—— o 
Feneton, a celebrated French clergyman and 
writer of the seventeenth century, discouraged the 
acquisition of knowledge by woman,—See Hallam's 
Lit. of Europe. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Pig duce da al. ie AR eee sertensrennesenese $5 nd ment of Edward Larssen, of Brooklyn, the faith- 
reonee auhecribere e RERO LAPSI .Bo00|curist who refused to administer the medicin pre- 


One subscription with oné new subscriber, in one re- 

Uc — Á—À—Á—— . 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remittance ....... Le eee eese e eene eee ente enne teet esset esse ee soe 


** It's God's child, and he will take care of it. 
it, he will take it.” 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. : 


READ IN THE 


Truth Seeker Annual for 1890 


THE ILLUSTRATED ARTICLE ON THE 


Inventions of Science Inventions of Christianity 


Judge Tighe said: 


hav.” 


ures. 


than that which enjoins a reliance upon religion in 


ce weer Sev PA Vul 

ini ers Ratton dull asc 

eu Tico z gp nti 
ut 


and 15th verses, reads : 


committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” 


By his sentencing Larssen, Judge Tighe has pro- 
nounced fith in God's word to be criminal. What- 


meant to be obeyed, or to be regarded as other than 
the “foolish belief” of certain writers. 
is being stabbed deeply in the house of its friends. 
| As our poetical relativ on the Pacific coast sings : 


Send 25 cents for a copy of the Annual; and please 
renew your subscription to The Truth Seeker, . 


ee el 
New Year’s Greeting. 

A Happy New Year to all our subscribers. 

The same to all who borrow the paper to read. 

To our contributors—what should we do without 
them !—to our contemporaries—poetical and humor- 
ous Freethought ; sage and venerable Investigator; 
procrustean Liberty ; ghostly Banner of Light; 
chaotic Liberty and Fair Play; anarchical Twen- 
tieth Century ; metaphysical Open Court ; disquisi- 
tional reethinkers! Magazine; genial Ironclad 
Age ; gentle Independent Pulpit ; youthful Truth $ 
revolving Freidenker; phantom-like New Ideal 5 
ponderous Secular Thought—to one and all a happy 
and a prosperous New Year. l 

To the ministers and churches greeting : May you 
think less of money, and more of humanity. May 
the Methodists reform and become chaste; may the 
Presbyterians revise their creed ; may the Episcopa- 
lians find out with certainty whether the Nicene 
creed means that the Holy Ghost came from the son 
or the father, or both, or neither; may the Baptists 
immerse or sprinkle with equal result ; may the Uni- 
tarians go up to heaven or come down to earth; may 
the Adventists be allowed to liv without persecution 
from other Christians; may the Roman Catholics 
keep out of jail, and their priests out of our schools 
and government; may all the rest of the sects be- 
come enlightened ! 

To the National Reform Association and the Sabbath 
Union, Disaster ; to the Secular Union, Success. 

To Holy John Wanamaker, respect when he con- 
ducts his department for the people ; contempt when 
he conducts it in the interest of his religion. 

To President Harrison, peace; the politicians are 
avenging his Thanksgiving song of praise. 

To all other good people: May they subscribe to 
Tae Trura Szexer. 


** There is no Christian faith : 
A man may say all increase is of God, 
But he who plants not seed beneath the clod 
Reaps barren sod. 


“ That man who hastes, when clouds are in the sky, 
To house his grain, knows that no God on high 
Will keep it dry. 


** The mariner seeks heaven’s aid no more, 
But life preservers, when the breakers roar 
On leeward shore. 


** * The wind is tempered,’ says the Christian seer, 
Yet prudent herdsmen scarce are known to shear 
At fall of year. 


** We go to rest with prayer when day is o'er, 
But seldom lock our sense in sleep before 
We've locked the door. 


** Believers rear their temples high and broad, 


And then attach, not having trust in God, 
A lightning rod. 


* And who has read of flaming holocaust," 
Nor noted, touching churches that were lost, 
* Insured for cost.’ . 
** Whoever for another day prepares, 
And guards 'gainst danger coming unawares, 
God’s word forswears. 
** He rises from his knees when prayers are said, 
And, shunning heaven to whom he prayed, 
Seeks human aid. 
** There is no Christian faith; 
Men with their lips may trust a God on high, 
And by their every act their word deny, 
I know not why.” 
But we can tell George why, and he should make 
a note of it. The reason why men hav no faith is 
because they know too much. They know that to 
reap they must sow; that plowing is surer to bring 
reward than praying, and that planting is the only 
prophecy likely to be fulfilled. The jury who refused 


The Christians are placed in a bad position by two 
legal happenings here and hereabouts recently. The- 
first is the refusal of a Christian jury to believe 
human testimony as to supernatural eventse—as in 
the case of Mrs. Wells, the Spiritualist medium, on 
which we commented at the time to the very great 
satisfaction of our Spiritualist friends at Adelphi 
Hall. But the jury with that obtuseness which runs 
parallel with jury trials, the twelve. good men and 
true who refused to credit or even to consider a 
dozen times more evidence than can be brought 
to support the occurrences related in the New Testa- 
ment, did not see how hard a blow they struck 
at revelation. With the present knowledge of the 
world, the Christian religion could not be established 


Another legal blow at Christianity is the imprison- 


roribed for his dying daughter. When the physician 
asked him why he did not giv the medicin to the 
child, who was suffering from diphtheria, he replied : 
If he wants 


To the judge who also asked him his reason for his 
neglect he gave substantially the same reason. There- 
upon, in sentencing him to a year’s imprisonment, 


t‘ It is a singular thing that in this nineteenth century there 
are men with such a foolish belief as you and your society 


We do not know whether or not Judge Tighe is a 
Christian, but he has certainly added the weight of 
his official influence to a renunciation of the script- 
The nineteenth century will hav none of the 
sacred revelations of the first or second centuries! 
Yet there is no plainer command in the whole Bible 


sickness. The Epistle of James, fifth chapter, 14th 


* Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of 
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if he hav 


ever may be his professions, it is evident that he has 
.| no belief at all that divine commands were ever 


Christianity 


to believe Mrs. Wells’s witnesses knew that super- 
natural events are beyond human experience, and 
Judge Tighe knew, too, that whatever is done for 
the sick must be done by human agency. The time 
when men thought it creditable to believe a thing | 
because it was impossible has passed. 

These and the further one that men very com- 
monly talk one way and act another, are the reasons, 
dear brother, why there is no Christian faith. Did 
you never hear of hypocrisy, conscious and uncon- 
scious? 

————— eh eee . 
A New Organization to Protect Our Schools. 


The Protestant organization erstwhile known as 
the “Central Committee for Protecting and Per- 
petuating the Separation of Church and State,” with 
headquarters in the Bible House, has now widened 
its scope and got itself incorporated under the laws 
of this state as the * National League for the Protec- 
tion of American Institutions.” Roman Catholics 
will please govern themselvs accordingly. 


The only good the old organization ever did was 
to help defeat the Freedom of Worship bill in the 
legislature. The bill was in the interests of that 
large portion of the pope’s flock which in early youth 
spends its days in Reformatories and in old age 
graduates to the Penitentiaries. This considerable 
portion of the Roman Catholic population consider 
—or rather their spiritual (and sometimes earthly) 
fathers consider—it a hardship and a persecution 
that they should not hav rooms in the reformatories 
and prisons set apart for their exclusiv use and fitted 
up with their peculiar paraphernalia of worship. 
The Freedom of Worship bill was designed for their 
relief in the matter; and it will no doubt be vigor- 
ously pressed at Albany this winter, for a great many 
good Catholics still get into jail, their peculiarity in 
this respect seeming to maintain a parallel with their 
increase in numbers and growth in grace. The new 
Protestant organization can probably be depended 
upon to oppose the bill now as of yore. 

The main object of the new League, however, is 
said to be to secure amendments to the constitutions 
of every state in the Union which will prohibit the 
appropriation by the state of any money for sectarian 
schools. As almost every state has at present such 
provision in its organic law, which is evaded by vot- 
ing money only to general religious schools, as in 
New York, or openly disregarded, as in Illinois in 
the instance of the St. Mary’s Training School in 
Chicago, the formation of the League seems supere- 
rogatory so far as this work is concerned. Unless 
the demand is made that no public money shall ba 
given to any religious school, there is no reform 
possible. 

But this work we imagin is secondary to another 
purpose, which all real American citizens can heartily 
applaud. As stated by Hjalmer H. Boyesen, pro- 
fessor of German at Columbia College, to a Press 
reporter, one purpose of the League is to prevent 
appropriation of money to parochial schools. On 
this subject he said: “The common schools are 
those through which foreigners and the sons of 
foreigners should pass in order to become good Amer- 
ican citizens, and we feel that the appropriation of 
state or national funds for the purpose of sustaining 
the parochial schools would serve, instead of making 
those who attend them American citizens, to raise up 
a second or third generation of foreigners in our 
midst, who would be just as ignorant of American 
institutions, and just as devoid of the true American 
feeling, as their ancestors, the emigrants, were. Look 
at Canada. It is afflicted with the Catholio parochial 
school system and the result is that there are two 
distinct nationalities, each hostil to the other, which 
instead of cooperating antagonize each other in all 
public movements. There is no fundamental feeling 
of nationality, and the result is there are two distinct 
peoples, the French Canadians and the Exglish 
Canadians. The pernicious parochial school system 
is responsible for the fact that Canada is not a nation, 
In this country, the Irish, Germans, and Scandi- 
navians are desirous of schools of their own. If thig 
were permitted, in two or three generations we would 
hav Irish-Americans, German-Americans, and Seandi- 
navian-Americans instead of American-Americang, 
In regard to the question of religious education 
in the schools, no sentiment either for or against has 
been expressed by the members of our organization. 
I presume that there are members in our league who 
are opposed to the reading of the Bible in the public 
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schools and some who favor it, but, that question ca 
be postponed for future consideration. Our sole 
object now is the proteetion of the common school 
system from its enemies.” 

Mr. Boyesen, we believe, is a Freethinker, and no 
doubt his sentiments toward the Bible in the schools 
are honorable to him and fair toward other people. 
We wish we could think the same of the other organ- 
izers of the League. But the names given to the 
public as incorporated are those of men prominent in 
the work of the Evangelical Alliance and Protestant 
churches, and there is grave reason to fear that 
behind their interest in the public schools is a hope 
that Protestantism can through them be built up on 
the ruins of Catholicism. But be this as it may, the 
League will find plenty of opportunity to do the 
public a service in opposing Romanism, and, with 
Boyesen, we can leave the question whether it is 
a real simon-pure American organization or an ap- 
pendage to the cohorts laboring for Senator Blair's 


Educational bill, to future consideration. 
——— 9 -.9———————— 


In the State of Washington. 


We imagin that the lawmakers of the new state 
of Washington will find out before the session of the 
legislature closes that there are Freethinkers in their 
state as well as Christians. Many of them we hav 
reason to believe are themselvs F'reethinkers, and the 
knowledge they are acquiring that thoussnds of their 
constituents share their sentiments will materially 
sid them in resisting the aggressiv, selfish, and unjust 
demands of the church. From three sources, by 
book, by picture, and by letter, the lawmakers hay 
been urged to do their duty, preserve their constitu- 
tion, and do justice. Tum Taura Neeger has sent 
each member of the legislature a copy of a pamphlet 
showing the absurdity of Sunday laws. Mr. George 
Bowman, of Seattle, has had a picture made by Hes- 
ton showing the injustice of exempting church prop- 
erty from taxation, to which are appended the pro- 
tests of many prominent men against such exemp- 
tion, and of which five thousand copies hav been 
distributed, not only to the members of the Wash- 
ington legislature but to the members of all 
other legislatures of which he could obtain the mem. 
bership list, and to prominent men in the state and 
ío all leading ministers. Next, or perhaps first, the 
Walla Walla Liberal Club has furnished all the Lib- 
erals of the state that it has been able to reach with 
two circulars, to be by them dated and signed and 
sent to their members. The first is this: 


OO Tica Vocataacusasdeasuieaesses Wasuineton, 1889. 
TO THE HON. eee eee eene nenne netten nnne 
“Olympia, Washington. 

“Drar Sir: As a member of your constituency, I would 
earnestly request that you oppose and use your best endeav- 
ors to defeat all legislation that may be introduced in the 
house or senate seeking to exempt church property from 
taxation, also all Sunday observance legislation, and would 
further ask your unqualified support and advocacy for the 
maintenance of our public school system, and refusal to be 
‘a party to the appropriation of the public funds to the sup- 
port of any sectarian school or for any sectarian purpose. 

“ Feeling assured that the justice of my requests wil] meet 
your favorable consideration, I remain, 

** Sincerely yours, 
t€ 

* I would respectfully refer to Article 1,Sections 11 and 12 
of our constitution." 

This is a good circular, though it would hav been 
better had the word “sectarian” been written ''relig- 
ious.” Ib is easy enough to avoid the charge of 
appropriating money to sectarian or denominational 
schools, while just as flagrantly doing the taxpayers 
injustice by voting money to unsectarian but Chris- 
tian schools. The other circular is as follows: 

“Dec. 19, 1889. 

* My Dear Sir: I would call your attention to the union of 
powerful church organizations and their avowed intention to 
influence legislation exempting church property from taxa- 
tion, and to enforce rigid Sunday observance. 

t These organizations are not laboring to secure or defend 
their rights, but to destroy the rights of others. They desire 
to effect union of church and state. 

‘To exempt any property from taxation is to increase the 
taxes on property not exempt. 

‘The fall elections testified that the people will resent all 
attempts to enforce Sunday or any other religious observ- 
ances. 

“ Your friends are confident you will oppose and vote 
against every and all church or class legislation, so palpably 
unjust and contrary to our republican form of government. 

“The recent action in regard to ‘chaplains’ indicates a 
disposition to ignore the constitution in the interests of 
priestcraft. This must not be. I call your attention to Arti- 
cle 1, Sections 11 and 12, of the constitution. 

** Confident of your compliance, and that- your concurrence 


will secure the continued hearty support of your friends and 
greatly increase their number, I remain, SE 
“Yours for reason, right, and truth, 
. «« 


* € Keep church and state forever separate, ?? 


We call special attention to these circulars and 
efforts because they are good examples to be followed 
everywhere wherever there is a Liberal. By using 
such methods Liberals can concentrate their efforts 
and every individual protest will be utilized. No 
local organization is required. If there is but one 
Liberal in a town that one Liberal can make himself 
known and his influence felt. Every Liberal cannot 
do as much as Mr. Bowman has done, but he can at 
least write to his representativ and utter his remon- 
strance against the practical union of church and 
state now obtaining almost everywhere. 

On January 28th, 29th, and 30th instant, there will 
be held at Seattle, in Turn Hall, a state convention 
of Liberals at which the issues of tax exemption 
and the religious observance of Sunday will be made 
prominent and protested against. The Walla Walla 
Liberal Club, which is the activ force in calling the 
convention, has received enthusiastic response from 
all parts of the state urging organization and prom- 
ising support. Delegates hav been numerously ap- 
pointed, and there is no doubt that the convention 
will be large and influential and hav some effect in 
shaping legislation. Dr. A. W. Calder is secretary 
of the club, and Liberals in Washington are re- 
quested to communicate with him at Walla Walla. 

—— a a 
Activ Liberals ; Diseouraged Sabbatarians. 


The California Liberal Union has issued a call for 
a state convention to be held at San Francisco Jan- 
uary 25th and 26th, at Union Square Hall, 421 Post 
street, for the purpose of discussing the issues forced 
upon the people by ecclesiastical er-reachments. 
The chief issue upon which action is demanded is 
resisting the attempts of the church to procure the 
enactment of a Sunday law. The American Sabbath 
Association of California has “resolved to proceed at 
once with a vigorous and well-directed campaign to 
restore, by state legislation, the weekly day of rest to 
its proper position.” 

The fact that although California has no Sunday 
law, the weekly day of rest is unanimously observed 
by the Californians and used to the best advantage 
for obtaining healthful rest and recreation—each in- 
dividual doing what seems good for himself and his 
best girl—has no weight with the pious fanatics of 
the state. They propose, if they can, to compel the 
people to go to church, or at least to abstain from 
going anywhere else, and to listen to a sermon and 
sacred music, or to pass the day in complete idleness. 

Last year the California Liberals held a convention, 
snd not only talked but worked against the Sabbath 
Association. That practical good resulted from their 
efforts we now find acknowledged by the Sabbata- 
rians themselves. In the Christian Statesman of 
December 19th, N. R. Johnson, of Oakland, one of 
the prominent members of the Association, complains 
as follows. The letter is so cheering to the friends 
of liberty that we print it entire: 


* EDITORS CHRISTIAN SraresMan : Optimist or pessimist ? 
That's the question. I wish you would send some of your 
optimistic National Reform district secretaries out to Cali- 
fornia and let them try their hand at Sabbath Reform among 
these people who don't believe in any law except the law of 
liberty to do as you please. 

* At my last writing I hoped to be able ere this to com- 
municate something very encouraging as to the progress of 
our Sabbath cause in this state, but in common with others I 
hav been disappointed. Ever since the state convention, 
held while Dr. Wilbur Crafts was here, when a large execu- 
tiv committee was appointed, the interest in the cause has 
seemed to be growing less. I am not sure that I see the 
philosophy of it, but I fear that it is partly the result of the 
agreement to leave out of view the divine authority and the 
religious feature of the reform—to work only for a ‘ Civil 
Sunday law’ in the interests of laboring humanity, to ignore 
the claims of the moral law of God, to ask a law securing 
rest to the weary laborer, and not to demand a law in obedi- 
ence to him who commands, Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy. To use the ‘left arm,’ the civil side, only, and 
let the pulpits use the ‘ right arm,’ the religious side, as Dr. 
Crafts everywhere urges, was, and is, a very popular idea in 
California when Secularism is on the throne. Whether the 
absence of a Sabbath law and the prevalence of Sabbath 
desecration, together with the general apathy of the masses, 
tends to induce carelessness on the part of the ministers and 
Christian people may not be certain, but it is manifest that, 
unless therecan be awakened more earnestness and a heartier 
coöperation on the part of church-members, it will be a long 
time before California will hav any Sabbath law or any bet- 
ter Sabbath observance. 
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ing order we hav been trying to devise ways and means by 
which to secure Rev. Dr. Crafts as our state field secretary 
for at least part of the year, and we hav been in correspond- 
ence with him to this end. But we hav failed. At our 


.| meeting this afternoon the effort was abandoned. Our next 


plan is to call two or three of the best available California 
laborers into the field and endeavor to leaven the entire state 
with Sabbath truth. What may be done will depend some- 
what upon the character of the report of our finance com- 
mittee at our next meeting. It is hard to be hopeful, so few 
good people see in the awful and increasing Sabbath dese- 
cration any cause for alarm. Whether we will ever again 
hav any kind of alaw in favor of any kind of a Sabbath is 
very doubtful, and I suppose that for this lamentable state 
of affairs very much is due to the liquor power, presumably 
the most potent power in the state.” 

That's a good letter; we like it, and its reading 
givs us great hope. It is evident that the people of 
California see through the shallow hypocrisy of the 
Sabbatarians who, under cloak of a “civil Sunday,” 
are endeavoring to obtain a religious Sunday. The 
civil Sunday they already hav, without any law, and 
by general consent. There is no danger of its being 
taken away from them ; but if a religious Sunday is 
crested by statute, the liberty of the people wèl? be 
taken away. But it would be better a thousand times 
that some individuals should pursue their vocations 
on Sunday than to hav the liberty of one man in- 
fringed. No set of men can force labor on three 
hundred and sixty-five days in the year, law or no 
law; the whole world would revolt. But when the 
Sabbatarians can control the government, we know 
from experience just what they will do, and the peo- 
ple submit because they are fooled into believing it 
to be God's will. Lock at New England, in the 
smaller cities and in the towns, where the church 
people rule! The communities rest under a pall 
one-seventh of the time. The men hav to thrust their 
fishing-rods down their trousers-legs and walk stiff- 
kneed to get out of town to the brooks, or congre- 
gätè iu "^me armory or clubroom and fill themselvs 
full of nicotine ..,^^or rum obtained by the way of 
the back door of thé diug,,tore. Even Sunday pa- 
pers are unknown, or smuggled in vu a-t.: ght train 
and sold by a boy with the drooping manner o» 2 
sneak thief. Sanday laws, when enforced, hav a di- 
rect and decided immoral effact; when not enforced 
they are of course useless, besides creating disgust to- 
ward sll laws. I: is because we hav so many useless, 
unjust, tyrannical, and partial lawa, that thousands of 
people are now crying out against the state as the 
source of more evil than it restrains. And of all the 
needless and tyrannical laws on the statute-books of 
all the states, none areso grossly invasiv of personal 
liberty, so detrimental to the prosperity of a com- 
munity, so prolific in breeding hypocrisy and general 
discontent, as the Sunday laws. They are the con- 
centrated essence of selfishness and despotic mean- 
ness. Theclergy advocete them because they cannot 
get a congregation when the people hav perfect free- 
dom to go elsewhere; tkey contend for them to 
maintain the ascendercy of their superstition ; and 
they will fight for them—by proxy—because they 
know, a8 Parker Pillsbury said, that with the going 
of the Sunday laws will go their reverend and holy 


selvs. 
to ———— 


The Pictures. 


Still the letters come upon the subject of the il- 
lustrations in Tux Trors Srexer, and still the great 
majority are in favor of their continuance, but still 
the new subscribers sent, although numerous, fall 
far short of the number necessary to enable us to 
continue them. È 

As so many are interested ìn the subject, as the 
matter is very important, and as it takes s0 many 
days to hear from our friends, scattered as they are 
over the country from Maine to California, snd from 
Washington to Texas, we cannot settle the question 
at once; and so continue the pictures into the New 
Year, hoping earnestly that the responses will enable 
us to continue them through the other fifty-one weeks, 
and away into dim futurity. 

There is no need of our presenting the good and 
bad points of the matter. The writers of the “ Let- 
ters from Friends” hav done that fully. As the 
presiding officers of parliamentary bodies announce, 


The Question is now before the House. 
—— 

Tus workingmen of Melbourne, Australia, led by the 
Secularists, are determined to hav the Free Library in that 
city open on Sunday. To tbis end, they assemble before the 
building every Sunday, remaining there for a while and then 
adjourning to a vacant lot where they are addressed by 
several speakers. About two thousand people were in the 


“ Ever since our executiv committee got into good work- | procession on a recent Sunday. 
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Letters from friends. 


Forr Lewis, CoL., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. Eorror: Please find herein postal note for $1.50, 
to pay for the ensuing half year. By all means keep the 
pictures up and the monkey, too. James MoDona.p. 


ViNELAND, Kan., Dec. 21, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find money order for $16 
to be credited to four renewals and four new subscribers. 
Hoping the pictures will be continued in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
I remain, Respectfully, J. A. PEARSON. 
Burer, Pa., Dec. 16, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: A friend of mine says he will subscribe pro- 
vided you continue to publish the cartoons, which I hope 
you will, as Ido not think Mr. Heston can make a design 
ridiculous enough to compare with the Bible. 
Very truly yours, J. O. FULLERTON. 
Peper, Wis., Dec. 17, 1889. 
Mr. Evrror: I am of the opinion that the pictures are 
of more harm than good to the paper. As for myself, I 
would rather hav the paper without them. Run the paper 
to suit you, and as long as it is run in the same rut that it 
has been since the start at Paris you can count in 
Dan Bnonsr. 


FronENOE, CoL., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Finding that I am in arrears I herewith in- 
close post-office order for $5.25. Please apply the $5 on my 
subecription, and send me the AxNuAL for 1890. I, too, hav 
great respect for the opinions of James Parton, but must 
e&y that I should be sorry to see the pictures discontinued. 
Yours very truly, OnaxsGg Wairere. 


Marietta, O., Dec. 20, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron : I wish to protest against dropping the pict- 
ures from THE TRUTH SEEKER, as they do more good and 
cause more people to stop and think than half a dozen of our 
best and ablest writers can. I am willing to pay more for 
Tax TRUTH SEEKER per year, if necessary, to hav the pictures 
continued. Yours for liberty, Dr. OGDEN. 
Carzonapbo, Wasn., Dec. 16, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Having noticed your appeal to subscribers in 
atrears and knowing that my time expired in September, I 
hasten to comply by forwarding you a post-office order for $2. 
I like the cartoons very much, but will not kick if their 
place is filled with reading matter. You are the boss. 
Yours for progress, GRIFF Lioyp. 
Woopsrook, Vr., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. Evrror: I send you $6.25, for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL, for Taz TRUTH SEEkznR another year $3, and for 
"Mr. Heston $8. I do not want the pictures to stop if it does 
hurt the orthodox feeling to know such things are told in the 
Bible. I presume they are ignorant that there are such 
stories written there. Keep them a-going; they may know 
something by this. Joms D. Powzns. 


Wasaineron, D. C., Dec. 20, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Can you not get up a large separate i issue of 
the cartoon, ‘ When Womanhood Awakes,” in your last 
issue? Iam willing to take $5 worth of copies to distribute 
among my lady friends. If you retain the heading above 
the picture, it will be an excellent advertisment for your 
paper. I should think it would be better to hav nothing on 

the back of the picture. APOSTLE. 


MoDonarp’s Mi, Ga., Dec. 17, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: The Truth Seeker Company will please for- 
ward me one of the last week's issues of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
as I lost my last week's paper before I got to read it. I do 
not want to lose a single number. Tell Mr. Heston I hav a 
boy two weeks old named for him. I admire his illustrations 
very much. You will also find inclosed fifteen cents for 

** Bible Contradictions." W. D. WisEMAN. 


HENDERSON, MINN., Dec. 16, 289. 
Mz. Eviror: Looking on the tab I find that I am late 
already in paying for my subscription in advance. Here is 
post-office order for $8.25. Send the Annuar. Do not stop 
the cartoons. I am sorry I cannot send you a new sub- 
scriber from this bigoted place, but the walls of my office 
are covered with Heston’s witty sketches. This is the only 
way I hav found to show to my patients the ridiculous side 

of their Holy Queer. H. J. SziGsEURET, M.D. 


La Prarrr, N. M., Dec. 14, 1889. 
Mz. Eptror: Noticing your appeal for funds and the 
response of Mr. Parton in reply, I would say that the pict- 
ures in Tug Trurs SEEKER are at least the biggest half in 
putting my paper around among people who never read one. 
I notice the pictures catch their attention first, then they are 
induced to read the paper, and people who at first would 
scarcely notice the paper, come now to my house to borrow 

them. GrorGE H. EvznsoLE. 


CALHOUN, ARK., Dec. 20, 1889. 

Mz. Ev:ror: You will find inclosed $3.25 to pay for THE 
Turn SEEKER and a copy of the Annuar for the year 1890. 
For me to suggest to you how to conduct TAE TRUTH SEEKER 
would be impertinence in me. But please let me gay 1 do 
not think the pictures add any value to the paper. They 
** repel? probably ** more than they attract.” 

I should be more than pleased to send you a subscriber, 


but here if you are not a church-member and a Democrat 
you are nobody. They rather boast of the solid South, and 
when it comes to church matters it is solid ignorance. In 
regard to the Exposition, whichever city will open it to 
visitors on Sunday, that is the place; and if we are not 
‘advanced that far, why, dispense with it. 

Yours fraternally, ` JomN H. HASLAM. 


LzavEsNWORTH, Kax., Dec. 20, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: My time is not up, but being fifty-two to-day 
I will celebrate the event by inclosing $5 for two years 
ahead, $1 for the Secular Union, and twenty-five cents for 
the ANNUAL. As to the illustrations, while I believe the 
pro's are in the majority ten to one, I would suggest a com- 
promise, a respectful concession to the feelings of the anti’s, 
by modifying the objectionable features, making the charac- 
ters less grotesque, etc. 8. R. SHEPHERD. 


Murray, Ipa., Dec. 15, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money order for $3 60 for 
which you will renew my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for another year, and for the balance send the ''Field- 
Ingersoll Discussion." I see that some do not like the pict- 
ures in THE TRUTA SEEKER, but, for my part, I think they 
are good and are doing more good than harm. Let every 
one say whether they like them or not, and go according to 

the majority. Yours with respect, J. A. Ervin. 


ALBION, Ina., Dec. 13, 289. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find fifty cents, for which 
please send me two copies of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and 
two copies of your catalog of Freethought books. 

Iam sorry to hear that you may be compelled to discon- 
tinue the pictures. I would rather pay fifty cents a year 
more for the paper than miss having them. I will do my 
very best to get you some new subscribers. Hopiug you can 
continue the paper as it is, I am, 


Very respectfully, Ler K. Moors. 


Rosoor, Me., Dec. 18, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: I consider the communication of James 
Parton in Toe TRUTH SEEKER of December 7th an insult 
to the patrons | of your paper. He says that people who like 
the picturés vught to be religious—that they are capable of 
nothing better. Now, I am bound to believe that he is relig- 
ious, judging by what experience I hav had in the past, for I 
find that all the religious people that I hav shown the said 
pictures were like him; that is, they did not like them. Giv 

me the pictures, by all means. A. J. Houmas. 


Porr Hops, Dec. 17, 1889. 
Mr. Eorror: Inclosed please find post-office order for $5.25, 
to pay for Taz TRUTH SEEKER for the years 1890 and 1891, 
and the odd twenty-five cents for the ** Agnostic Annual,” 
which please acknowledge. The illustrations in the paper 
are good, and it was the pictures that induced me to again 
commence taking the paper; but very likely Mr. Parton is 
about half right with respect to the general effect of them. 
I did not try to get an additional subscriber, but think two 

years in advance will be about as good as if I had. 
Very truly, Jonn HELM. 


HaALLOWELL, Mz., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 to pay for the contin- 
uance of THE TRUTH BEEKER to my address. I hope to be 
able to subscribe again when the time arrives. Do not leave 
out the cartoons; better leave out half the reading. They 
preach more than words. Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and other 
Liberal papers, are opening the eyes of all except Catholics; 
they are too numb to comprehend anything above the brutes 
I fear they may get the power and ruin the country. With 

best wishes for your prosperity, I am, 
A Liberal Spiritualist, ExELINE A. Presoorr. 


GranrtrorK, ILL., Dec. 20, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for another year’s 
subscription. I cannot do without it any more. Everyone 
in the family is eager to get it first when the mail comes. 
Those pictures are immense and good. Do not drop the 
pictures, otherwise I might drop the paper. If some of our 
Liberal friends do object to them somewhat, the pictures are 
all too true and founded on facts, and anything that is true 
should not be denied. Please find also twenty-five cents for 
a TRUTH SEEKER ÁNNUAL. Wishing you success, I remain, 

Fraternally yours, ANTON J. Krarr. 


Crnomnnati, O., Dec. 21, 1889. 
Mr. Epiroz: I see some controversy as regards to your 
pictures in the paper. Iam well pleased with them, but as 
Iam only 8 new subscriber I do not wish to dictate, but I 
will be one of one hundred who will giv $100 for King 
James's Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, with three or four 
small pictures on each page, as circumstances admit, none 
to be immoral or too vulgar; I will giv $100 for such a 
Bible. Why hav we not the same right as the Christians? 
They hav pictures of the Bible. I think it would be a great 
benefit toward reforming the world if they were scattered 

over it. Inclozed find $2 for books. L. E. ALLEN. 


Bzacvirrg, Mass., Dec. 18, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: I like the paper very much, but did not real- 
ize to what an exten: until I missed one copy. Now to show 
that I am'in favor of Heston’s cartoons being continued, 
please find check inclosed for two new subscribers. If every. 
one would do a little work the circulation of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER might be doubled in two months. So far from the 
pictures being an injury, they are a great help in getting new i 


subscribers. I keep'my papers on file and some months ago 
I had a good Baptist call on me. Itook down a lot of papers 
&nd showed him the pictures, and it did not kill or even 
make him mad. Some time after I saw him he told me he 
had come to the conclusion that the church had caused more 
bloodshed than sny other one thing. T. N. SHERMAN. 


STERLING, Kan., Dec. 16, 1889. 

Mr. Eptrog: Please find money order for $6 to renew my 
subscription, and for one extra copy of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
to my address to help out the pictures. Do not giv up Hes. 
ton and his pictures if you can help it. Also the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. 

Our population, about twenty-five hundred, has eleven 
ministers to support, with a secretary for the Young Men's 
Christian Association at $40 per month, also a Young 
Women's Christian Association attachment to the same. It 
is my opinion that Kansas has more carpet-bag ministers: 
than any other spot on esrth. I. W. Goonson. 


SsowviLLE, Va., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron : Iam so anxious the pictures should remain 
a fixture in Taz TRUTH SzzxxRn that I am doing all I can to 
help along. I hav not yet obtained a subscriber, but I shall 
keep trying and think I will succeed. Meanwhile I hav sent 
on for books—$15 in money in advance—so as not to lose 
my chance of helping. Tsar TmRurH Srexer without the 
pictures would lose half its value for me. They are object- 
lessons that impress for life. I hope every reader will send 
something, or buy some books and help in some way. Do 
not wait, but do it now. We can double the income of the 
paper if we only determin we wil. ^ ErwrNA D. SLENKER. 


CoALVILLE, Uran, Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find a postal note worth 
$38 25, to renew my subscription for TRE TRUTH SEEKER and 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. If you cannot make the paper a 
financial success with the cartoons, would it not be a failure 
without them? I find the young are more interested in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER pictures than in any other pictures I receive. 
They seem to hav the desired effect of impressing 8 disregard 
to what is called the sacred teachings of the Bible aud the 
Christian religion. 
I hav tried to get new subscribers for your paper, and 
shall renew my efforts in your behalf, providing the illustra. 
tions are continued. Tuomas J. WELOH. 


Burzsr, IND., Dec. 17, 1889. 
Mz. Eprron: Seeing in the last few issues that you would 
discontinue the pictures unless the circulation of the grand 
old TRUTH SEEKER was increased I started out to do a little 
missionary work. By all means keep Heston at work, and I 
will do all in my power to get subscribers for the best paper 
in America. There are only a few genuin Liberals in this 
vicinity, but we never falter. Now and then we get into a 
discussion with a sky-pilot, but we generally do him up, with 
his old musty, ancient, mythical creed. Inclosed find $7, 
for which send Taz TRUTH SEEKER to three new subscribers 

for one year. Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
Joun SAUVEL. 


Barre, Mass., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: I'am deeply interested in the discussion over 
the cartoons, and will add my feeble testimony in their favor, 
and will hereafter contribute something for their continuance. 
While I can appreciate the opinions and feelings of those 
who are opposed to them, because they fear the resentment 
and ostracism of their Christian friends and neighbors, I hav 
no admiration for the truckling cowardice that cannot bear 
the sneers and holy indignation of the enemies of science, 
and the worshipers of tradition, myth, and superstition. 
Suppose Bruno and the scientific martyrs of old had exer. 
cised the same selfish policy, where would hav been the 
civilization of to-day, with all its inventions, improvement, 
art, and philosophy? Again I plead for the cartoons, and a 
liberal compensation to the ingenious artist and sincere Free- 

thinker, Watson Heston. Erra E. Gissow. 


WABASHA, Minn., Dec. 18, 1889. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5 for two years’ sub- 
scription, the old expiring on the 20th inst., and I do not 
want to miss & copy, as I am getting them bound, making a 
handsome, as well as most entertaining, book. 

Iam glad to notice the favor with which that notable feat- 
ure, the pictures, are received by the majority of the answers 
published. They should be continued if for no other pur- 
pose than to hold up the image of the Bible's teachings to 
those who will not read, but still see the absurdity in the 
pictures, Without wishing to be forward, yet believing it 
would be agreeable to every subscriber, I would suggest that, 
in some number in the coming new year, you would giv us 
a galaxy in the way of portraits of the leading champions of 
Freethought, provided such a thing can.be done without in- 
convenience to yourselvs. W. H. HINERLAND. 

Bnaooxrxs, N. Y., Dec. 20, 1889. 

Mz. EprroR: For several numbers past in THE TRUTH 
SxeKzR an inquiry has been progressing, ‘‘ Was Abraham 
Lincoln a Christian?” The fact that he was not a Christian 
in the proper acceptation of the word I think is pretty well 
established, although all that is practically good in the term 
he practiced. But a still greater enormity confronts the 
bigoted Christian when he is told that Mr. Lincoln was not 
afraid and did look into the subject of Spiritualism. Meeting 
my old friend Mr. John B. Conklin, the noted public medium, 
one day in the street unexpectedly, he remarked, ‘‘I hav just 
returned from Washington, from Uncle Abe’s, where we had 
at the White House several private sittings. What effect the 
intelligence has had upon him I don’t know; but in leaving 
he took me by the hand and remarked, ‘ Mr: Conklin, any 
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time you are this way consider yourself a welcome guest at 
my house.’” I do not know whether Conklin ever went to 
Washington again; but I hav heard other medíums hav. 
Keep right on with Brother Heston. There is nothing like 
pictorial literature. Yours truly, Davip Brvoz. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 21, 1889 

Mx. Eprron: I inclose $2; please send me the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, and credit me with the balance on 
my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

I see that there is a great difference of opinion about the 
pictures. I am decidedly in favor of them. I think they 
are what is needed. How would it do to put the pictures 
on a-separate page, so that those persons who do not want 
pictures can cut them out without destroying the read- 
ing matter? Ithink the Bible pictures on the back of the 
paper are very good. I would like to hav a collection of 
them in book form. I always giv my paper away after I 
read it. Sometimes I am sorry.to part with the pictures, 
but do not want to mutilate the paper or I would cut them 
out and put them in & scrapbook. With best wishes for 
your success, Yours truly, GEORGE Narron. 


Lisson, Ia., Dec. 22, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: I am very sorry to learn that there are 
thoughts of discontinuing the cartoons of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
for I think that they are doing much good. They attract 
the attention of many who would otherwise not notice the 
paper, thus furnishing food for thought and awakening an 
interest in the subjects discussed in the editorials and com- 
munications contained within. Such interest being once 
aroused, it is not difficult to retain it, considering the excel- 
lence of the matter the paper contains and the importance of 
each subject to the welfare of the human race. The cartoons 
are missionaries, and I hope to see them continued, and in- 
close order for $1 to aid in their perpetuation. If, however, 
the thing proves impossible, the money may be used in what- 
ever way you deem best for the advancement of the cause of 
Freethought. Yours, with great hopes for the triumph of 

Truth, A. LAURIE BAILOR. 


BRAOKETTVILLE, TEX., Dec. 18, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: At your invitation permit me to say a word 


or two in behalf of the illustrations that appear in your! 


.paper. For my part they are half the paper to me, and I 
look for the pictures as expectantly as I do for the paper 
itself. In my humble opinion, the cuts are an evidence of 
advancement, and you certainly do not wish to turn back. 
We can look a few years in the past, when wood-cuts were 
a novelty, and only a few weeklies and a few costly maga- 
zines produced them at all. Now we find them in nearly all 
our dailies. Nothing can be so well told otherwise as by an 
illustration. The architect produces his drawings, the 
sculptor has his model, the sky with its millions of stars is a 
picture, and nature has told us nothing of herself or her laws 
exeept what we hav gathered from her many shapes, forms, 
and colors. Now as Taz TRUTH SEEKER and its contributors 
rank among the foremost in reasoning and in advancement, 
I see no reason why Mr. Heston should not be given an op- 
portunity of showing up to the world, in the best possible 
manner, the absurdities of the Christian religion. 
Respectfully, Sam Morr. 


PITTSFIELD, ILL., Dec. 17, 1889. ` 
Mr. Eprron: The pro and con opinions of your readers 
regarding Heston's cartoons are read by me with interest. I 
am sure the pictures hav increased the circulation and sale of 
THE TRUTH SEEKER; and I could in support of this claim 
‘Sseveral tales unfold.” Any Christian who could be “ re- 
pelled,” as Mr. Parton puts it, by these splendid object- 
lessons, can never be converted to Liberalism, for they are of 
the dyed-in-wool order. Mr. Heston, I believe, strives to 
make each picture a lesson, and I think he succeeds admir- 
ably. In the postscript to 8 letter I received from him, 
dated July 1st, he says: ‘‘ I am always glad to get any items 
or suggestions of this kind, for it is a constant grind and a 
tiresome task to twist subjects into such shape that they will 
hav point enough to teach & lesson. I assure you I hav no 
picnic to keep Taz Troura SEEKER supplied. There aie 
many subjects I would like to sketch, but cannot well do so 
and avoid making them offensiv to the timid ones, and must 
drop them altogether.” E. D. Hioxs. 


Tacoma, Wasa., Dec. 17, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find postal note for $3.25 for 
one year's subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER (twenty-five 
' cents for the ANNUAL), as my subscription expired on the 
15th inst., and I hope we can keep Brother Heston in the 
field, as his illustrations are doing a great good. Those who 
would not read the paper will look at the pictures, and it has 
a telling effect. I will here pledge myself to send at least 
one new subscriber or $2 in cash by the 15th of January, and 
if each subscriber will contribute his or her mite, we can 
keep the old hero at work. 

Now, brothers, let us hear from you! I am also glad to 
hear from Brother Winter again. Brother Peck’s articles 
hav the right ring; they strike right from the shoulder. 
Theology is right or it is wrong. The sooner the truth 
is demonstrated the better. „Hew to the line; let the chips 
fall where they may. We hav a fair footing here in Wash- 
ington, and intend to keep it. Respectfully yours for truth 
and justice, J. N. NEWMAN. 

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25, 1889. 

Mr. Eprron: A merry Christmas. Brother Peck is after 
the Spiritualists. As you hav published his invitations and 
requests I, as a Spiritualist, respond for his gratification, and 
out of courtesy to him for the interest he takes in the subject. 
I could hav said plainer, harsher things, but. will leaye that 
for others, Perhaps you will indulge him and your Spiritual 


.the whole lot to the stove. 


readers with the perusal of it. Peck and Winter and others 
are hard on the Spiritualists, and their course will never con- 
vert or enlighten them. We want the gulf bridged over that 
keeps them so wide apart and hostil. 

You ask for an opinion of the pictures. I scarcely hav 
one to giv. They do not hurt me. They are vivid and lumi- 
nous and will move the minds of readers, especially the more 
stolid, the young, and the humorous. The Bible illustrations 
are so good that Bible worshipers ought to welcome them. 
Sunday-school teachers could find nothing more effectiv in 
fixing Bible stories in the mind and memory of children. 
They all excite my risibles hugely, but I will not vote, not 
knowing how to vote wisely. T. E. LONGSHORE. 


GraANFORD, ONT., Dec. 19, 1889. 

Mr. Epiror: Just a few words anent the pictures in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I think promptness in paying for your pa- 
per shows 8 good trait ina man's character. Your noble 
paper should be paid for in advance, religion or no religion. 
We should allow liberty of taste. I think the pictures are 
immense. - I used, when a boy, to be better pleased with an 
illustrated Bible than with one without the pictures, but 
then they left a holy horror in the mind. Now, Watson Hes- 
ton’s are complete. They show the absurdities at a glance. 
What could show the Calvinistic creed better than ‘‘ The 
Glory of Predestination" in Tug Truru SEEKER of Novem- 
ber 30th ? 

O thou who in the heavens dost dwell, 
Who as it pleases best thysel', 
Sends one to heaven and ten to hell, 
A’ for thy glory, 
And no for any good or ill 
They've done before thee. 

Then, the history of Samson is grand. So was the history 
of Jonah. Heston is a Hogarth. Now, for me to get a new 
subscriber for your paper is beyond my power, as I liv ina 
hot-bed of orthodoxy. I once lent a few copies to a friend 
to read, but during my friend’s absence his wife committed 
But, am willing to pay $8 50 for 
my next year’s paper on March 8, 1890. And I shall pay in 
advance. I shall not keep you sending your paper till my 
account reaches the sum of $6. Mr. Parton has, like Sam- 
son, stirred a bumblebees’ nest. With wishes to friends in 
Universal Mental Liberty, I remain, Jonn MoCremorr. 


Howan», N. Y., Nov. 15, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: I think that every Freethinker or friend of 
mental liberty should as much as express his opinion or be- 
lief, both public and private, in regard to Christianity and 
morality, or anything that will tend to break the bands of 
mental slavery. Christianity does and ever has claimed 
morality as its right-hand bower and twin sister, and I see 
that some of your correspondents accept the ides. But 
Christianity and morality hav no connection. They do not 
belong in the same pew. One is a principle of thought, ac- 
tion, and deed; the other is simply faith, and a belief in 
Jesus Christ as the son of God and supreme ruler, his cruci- 
fixion and resurrection. Or for a more full and explicit ex- 
planation, I will designate two persons as B and C for in- 
stance. B is honest, charitable, truthful, good, and just in 
every particular—in fact, never was known to do a wrong 
thing in all his life. C may be right to the reverse, a liar, & 
thief, a robber, and a murderer, and say he candidly and 
sincerely believes on Jesus Christ the son of God and su- 
preme ruler, and his crucifixion and resurrection. B may 
say he does not believe one word of it; it is all a sham and 
a farce. C is the Christian and B is not. For the truthful- 
ness of the above statement I simply ask, Was there ever & 
recognized strictly moral person whose morality rested sim- 
ply on a belief in one particular thing, regardless of acts or 
deeds ? wow 

Hundreds of millions of dollars are used annually to sup- 
port what we may call nothing. How much better it would 
be if a part, at least, could be used to support schools of 
scientific studies. We hav been taught hundreds if not thou- 
sands of years about gods, heaven, and hell, and mansions 
in the skies. Is there & person on earth that can say he 
knows one jot more about that nothing—or something, if he 
wishes to call it—than his father or grandfather did? 

A word about the pictures in Tas TRUTH SEEKER. I 
would say continue them by all means, if it can be afforded. 
In short, Mr. Carlton Rice in last week's TRUTH SEEKER 
covers the whole ground of my full sentiment. 

W. C. Brisgor. 


Norru Benton, O., Nov. 28, 1889. 

Mr. Eprrog: According to President Harrison this is a 
national holiday. Our pious brethren tried to celebrate the 
day at North Benton. The different churches united to make 
a show. They chose the smallest church in the village for 
their exercises, and imported a D.D. from Mount Union to 
officiate. With their united effort they succeeded in about 
one.quarter filling the house, aud the hearers were three 
parts women. I hav seen several theological revolutions in 
these parts within the last fifty-five years. Slavery was jus- 
tified. Infant damnation was preached. Rumsellers were 
justified; the bulk of the deacons belonged to that class. I 
heard deacons testify in a debate with other denominations 
that infant damnation was never preached in the Presbyterian 
church. I hav heard church-members perjure themselvs in 
courts of justice and commit subornation of perjury to 
Screen themselvs and their fellow-Christians. "Two church- 
members that affirmed in North Benton were hanged on ac- 
count of murder. And in fact, nearly all the crimes known 
to the l&ws of the land hav been practiced by church- 
members. No wonder they want a redeemer to dump their 
sins on every few days. 

Isee that the Presbyterian church in their late conference 
hav come to the conclusion that infants of unbelievers hav 
gone to heaven, and they appointed three of their number to 
revise their creed and strike out the objectionable part of : 


their decrees. 
divine. 


church. 
them good. 


order to cause people to do right. 
and beauty of doing right ought to be incentiv enough to in- 
duce the human race to do right. 


And thus they make a religion and call it 


I do not say there are no good persons who belong to the 
I believe there are. But the church did not make 


The church is a tissue of falsehoods. My trip in the Old 


World last summer strengthened my faith that the decay of 
old systems of religion of different kinds, and of the most 
nonsensical stripe, is evidence of its human invention. 


It is not necessary for the church to teach falsehood in 
In my judgment the love 


For inclosed money send '*Giordano Bruno: His Life, 


Works, Martyrdom, Portrait, and Monument," and credit 
the rest on my subscription. 


CHESTER BEDELL. 


Bozeman, Moxr., Dec. 18, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav always considered it the business of 


the editor of a paper to conduct its publication to suit him- 
self. I hav never expected or desired it conducted in a way 
to suit all my fastidious notions; wishing, in the main, only 
for a live publication with an editor with a backbone and 
nerve to fearlessly say what he thinks and state all the facts 
so far as known, without regard to whether it will please me 
or not. 
for an expression of opinion with reference to the picture 


However, since you hav called on your subscribers 


department, I will reluctantly answer to the call. So far as 


my experience goes, I do not believe ‘‘the pictures repel 
more than they attract;” neither do I believe ‘‘ people who 
like them ought to be religious; they are capable of nothing 
better"—even if the declaration does come from high author- 
ity. Certainly Mr. Parton has a perfect right to the expres- 


sion of his opinion about pictures or any other subject. But 


in this particular instance his manner of expression certainly 
is objectionable and no doubt many Liberals will feel them- 
selvs aggrieved. It is always with sorrow I read harsh words 


of Liberals when engaged in discussion. I discover that 
men can much more readily divest themselvs of the supersti- 
tion of Christianity than of its pernicious effects, and when 
we still see it clinging to a good man like Mr. Parton in dog- 
matic language of an offensiv character, all the more striking 
is the evidence of the tenacity of its lamentable effects. 
Were you aiming to giv your paper a lofty aristocratic tone, 
suited to aristocratic circles of society—such a one as was a 
few years ago, and now is no more—cartoons, I think, would 
be out of place. But if the paper is intended for the great 
mass of readers of every shade of thought and desire, then, 
in my opinion, they will not ‘‘ repel more than they attract.” 
Why is it that our great political newspapers resort to car- 
toons during a political campaign if they are of such a repel- 
Jant nature? Is it not that their use is thought the more 
effectiv method of reaching the masses? So far as I am con- 
cerned, conduct your pasper to suit yourself. Then you will 


hav the consolation of knowing there is one man in this wide 
world pleased. Whatever may be the fate of the cartoons, 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER will still be good enough for me, and I 


shall not trouble its Editor with directions how to run it. I 
am well aware that you only wanted my vote, but you see 
you hav got plenty more at the same time. Send catalog of 
books. Tromas Burg. 


BrEATHEDSVILLE, Mp., Dec. 21, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: I herewith inclose a check payable to you or 
order, of $5 75, for the following: Seventy-five cents is due 
you for forwarding twice lest January Heien Gardener's 
** Men, Women, and Gods,” and TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. I 
sold the two extra copies and now return you the cash. The 
$5 isa renewal of my subscription, which expires on Jan. 
14, 1890, for one year, and a new subscriber for one year. 
As to pictures or no pictures, you are in a better position to 
decide than I am, and I simply ask you to do your duty in 
this matter to the best interests of the cause, the same as I 
shall try, though they are favorits and first examined in my 
family. 

While it seems unwise to offend Christians where we can 
do as much good with their good will, yet in my opinion we 
may as well surrender at once as let them dictate our line of 
defense. True, they hav now, in fact, as an intelligent body 
of men and women, abandoned the geography, astronomy, 
and medical profession of the Bible, and there is hope of still 
further enlightenment just as soon as all become aware of 
their situation. They and their children now study and be- 
lieve in the same geography as ours do, and use the same 
almanacs and astronomies as we do, becauee they are based 
upon demonstra'ed facts, and send for the same order of 
physicians when sick as we do. Does not this show that we 
are very much alike after all in our acts, if some profess to 
believe different ? And how do you think these honest men 
and women—for I know they are honest—will feel when 
they realize their inconsistency; that they, with all their 
honesty, hav lived a lying life in reality to please the devotees 
of the religion of the Dark Ages? 

In case there should be a better life beyond this, would it 
be a good preparation for it to liv a regular liar here, as all 
do who say they believe all between the lids of the Bible to 
be true? . Will they say they believe a thing to be true and 
then always act as those who believe it a lie? Let us try to 
be true if possible with ourselvs. With us our most intelli- 
gent and successful, as well as moral, men are very indif- 
ferent about church matters, except that when pressed by 
the continual beggars of the church they still chip in in order 
to please them and the church, 80 aS not to be outlawed by 
the church; for do not forget it, the church still persecutes 
to the extent of her power the same as in the Dark Ages. 
And as long as she stands on such lying foundations as I hav 
shown she does, she can’t afford to hear both sides of the 
question like all people who stand upon truth only. 

Respectfully yours, Joun M. Grou. 
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Children’s Carner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day’s ocoupations 
That ia known as the Children's Hour.” 


Five Cents a Drink. 


Five cents a drink! does anyone think 
That that is really the price of a drink? 
* Five cents a glass!” I hear you say. 
“ Why, that isn't very much to pay.” 
Ah, no, indeed ! ‘tis a very small sum 
You are passing over 'twixt finger and thumb; 
And if that were all you gave away 
It wouldn't be very much to pay ! 


The price of à drink? Let him decide 
Who has his courage lost and his pride: 
And lies a groveling heap of clay, 

Not far removed from a beast to-day. 
The price of a drink ! let that one tell 
Who sleeps to-night in a murderer’s cell. 
Honor and virtus, love and truth, E 


amusing of these curiosities of language are 
on the bills of fare. 

One item that appeared almost daily was 
**garden eggs." We studied over this for a 
time, and finally, out of curiosity, we ordered 
some. It turned out to be egg plant. 

Another puzzle was ‘ papas en camisas." 
A “camisa” means in ordinary speech a 
night-shirt or the jacket of a pajama, and the 
natural inference seemed to be that we had 
landed among 8 set of cannibals, who were 
serving up somebody’s papa in his night- 
ghirt. 

But “ papas? in Spanish means potatoes, 
and this mysterious article of food proved to 
be nothing more dreadful than steamed pota- 
toes with the skins, or jackets, on. i 

A. cantaloupe is called a ** melone,” and the 
word as pronounced sounds very much like 
the name of & numerous and highly respected 
Irish family. It made us laugh to call fora 
* maloney," and we thought it still more 
amusing when we heard a woman's bonnet 
called ‘‘ begorra.” 

But there are queerer things than this in 


All the glory and pride of youth, 

Hopes of manhood, the weslth of fame, 
High endeavor and noble aim; 

These are the treasures thrown away 
As the price of a drink from day to day. 


The price of a drink! If you want to know 
What some are willing to pay for it, go 
Through that wretched tenement over there, 
With dingy windows and broken stair. 
There poverty dwells with her hungry brood, 
Wild-eyed creatures for lack of food; 

There shame in a corner crouches low ; 
There violence deals its cruel blow; 

And innocent ones are thus accursed 

To pay the price of another one’s thirst. 


“ Five cents a glass!” Oh, if that were all, 
The sacrifice would indeed be small! 
But the money’s worth is the least amount 
We pay; and whoever will keep an account 
Will learn the terrible Waste and blight 
That follows that ruinous appetite. 

* Five cents a glass!” Does anyone think 
That that is really the price of a drink? 

——————— —Àt4—————— —— 


Objects Personified. 


Georgie: ‘‘Mamma, how did Uncle Sam 
get his position at Washington ?” 

Mamma: ''His position! Do you think 
Uncle Sam a real person ?” 

Georgie: ‘ Why, yes; havn't I seen his 
picture? He is an oldish man that is boss, 
isn’t he?” 

Mamma: ‘ Well, he has had his one hun- 
dredth birthday celebrated .thirteen years 
ago last Fourth of July, but his portrait rep- 
resents him as in middle age. He is but an 
imaginary person, possessing U. 8. for his ini- 
tials, which means United States, sometimes 
personified as Uncle Sam, sometimes as 
Brother Jonathan; just as England is desig- 
nated as John Bull. 

* Objects are often personified in poetry, 
as ‘ Mother Earth,’ ‘ Father Time,’ etc. Love, 
Joy, Hope and Fear, Good and Evil, hav 
often been pictured as persons. The quality 
of goodness all admire. In poetry, admi- 
ration would be intensified as worship and 
good become God. Pious people hav changed 
the pronunciation to Gawd, with a capital 
letter as extra-sacred, to distinguish their 
worship from the profane ones who call upon 


goodness or god, simply to make their words 
seem more emphatic. 

** Objects personified often seem real to the 
ignorant—so much so that laws hav been 
passed with penalties attached as a punish. 
ment to those who * take the name of God in 
vain'—which should mean when God does 
not notice or answer the call. Anditis my 
private opinion publiely expressed, that no 
one can prove an answer ever has been given. 
Appeals to goodness in the human heart hav 
been answered ad infinitum. 

“ In olden times, when books were scarce 
and learning was possible only to the few, 
writing was believed to be inspiration of 
good, as it undoubtedly was, until dishonest 
people played on the fears of ignorance by 
making them believe the unreal to be true 
and derived revenue from their fears.” 


In that golden age, all the 
Wealth of the East 

Was brought in exchange for the 
Prayers of the priest; 

The priests were lords, lived 
Happy and well ; 

And sinners were prayed for and 
Kept out of hell. 

When the world becomes wise, 
And the fools are all dead, 

We'll quit preaching lies 
And work for our bread. 


A. M. REED. 
—— —9—4—99————————— 


Caraceas Spanish. 

A correspondent of the Chicago News writes 
from Caraccas detailing some of his laugh- 
able experiences with the Spanish language 
‘a8 it is there spoken. Some of the most 


Cuo.: 


the Spanish language. "The pupil of the eye, 
for example, is ‘‘the little girl of the eye," 
and the nostrils—not quite so poetical a sub- 
ject—are ‘‘ the windows of the nose.” 

The '* dado" is the finger, and the thumb 
is “la dado pulgar.” ‘‘ Pulga” means flea, 
and the thumb therefore is the “ flea finger” 
—a fact which illustrates one of the principal 
occupations of the people. 

————  — 9 ,9— — — —— 


Correspondence. 


Camptown, Pa., Dec. 1, 1889. 
Miss Wixon: We all read the Children's 
Corner, and think itis doing much good. I 
hav written a conversation which I had with 
Georgie—aged twelve—which you can make 
use of if you think it is suitable for the Cor- 
Appr M. REED. 


ner. Yours for truth, 
GALVESTON, Tex., Dec. 14, 1889. 
Dear Miss Wixos : This is my first letter. 


I will be eight years old on the 26th of this 
month. I hav been going to school for six 
months. Iam in the First Reader and arith- 
metic. My father takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I like to look at the pictures. 

Your little friend, Roszrr E. Parms. 


Orana: Crry, Ia., Dec. 16, 1889. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I was pleased to see 
my first letter in THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
hav the mumps, and I hav to stay in the 
house. I do not like to stay in the house. 
I would not care if I did not hav to lie down. 
I hav a little cousin three years old; she is 
as naughty as ten other children. I hav been 
down sick three days—itis mumps. Mumps 
are everywhere. My jawe look as big as the 
chaps of a hog. I looked at myself yester- 
day and I ha to laugh. 
Yours, FREDDIE DE LESPINABBSE. 
EAGLE HangBon, Wasu., Dec. 7, 1889. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This afternoon I will 
write a letter for the Children’s Corner. I go 
to school and study the Third Reader and the 
speller. I am seven years old. We hava 
very tiny baby that can only sit on the floor. 
If I see this in the paper I will write again 
sometime. My papa takes the paper, and Lus 
been taking it for along time. My grandpa 
takes it also. Iam not very tall for my age. 
We hav a little bird; it is yellow on its back 
andstomach. My brothers are very little, all 
except Olatie; he isa very big boy. C. B. 
Reynolds lectured in the school-house last 
week, and my paps and mamma and 
grandpa went to hear him; it was grand. 
Good- bye — Irene WILLIAMS. 


Hay SPRINGS, N Nes., Dec. 15, 1889. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: I hav written to THE 
TRUTH BEEkkER but twice. I am twelve 
years old to-day. I hav just written to the 
Nonconformist. Mrs. V. Vincent says she 
wants the children to write & letter to the 
Nonconformi:t before Christmas. I see so 
many boys and girls that want other boys and 
girls to correspond with them. I will write 
to any boy or girl that will write to me. I 
hav not been absent or tardy this or last term 
of school. We hav had three months and 
three weeks of school, and will hav one more 
week this term. We will hav two weeks’ va- 
cation after this week. We liv a half mile 
out of town. I hope this will not hav to go 
to the wastebasket. I hav two brothers and 

one sister. I will close for this time. 

Yours respectfully, Jupaz M. MINER. 

WnuzzLING, W. Va., Dec. 14, 1889. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: It has been quite a 
while since I wrote for the Corner. I like to 
read the little pieces in the Corner. I am 
glad to say I am a Liberal. I was present at 
a Liberal meeting. Pa made a speech. I 
will be glad when I get big; then I will make 


speeches, too. Iwas going to Sunday-school 
and I soon got tired of doctrins heard there, 
and I do not like to go to school and hav the 
teacher pray. Pa teaches usat home. We 
learn more at home than going to school. I 
hav two sisters. Their ages are fourteen and 
seven. My oldest sister keeps house for us. 
I hav no mother. Mr. Remsburg lectured 
here last evening to a small but intelligent- 


looking audience. His subject was ‘“ False 


Claims of the Church.” I liked his lecture 
very well. I guess the church folks did not 
like it. My sisters and my pa were there. 
Pa is going to write for another speaker to 
come some time this winter. We ought to 
keep the Liberal ball rolling. If we do not, 
what little freedom we hav will be taken 
away from us. Pa is secretary of the Secular 
Union which has just been started here. If 
some of the Liberal boys and girls will write 
to me, I will answer. Good-bye. 
ORLO INGERSOLL Nor. 
88 Thirty-fifth street. 
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Brilliant Papers by 


Col, R. G. INGERSOLL 


On God in the Constitution. 


DION BOUCICAULT 


Spots on the Sun. 
A Criticism on Shakespeare, 


HENRY GEORGE 


To Destroy the “ Rum Power." 


JOAQUIN MILLER 


A Realistic Poem of the Sierras. 


LOUIS FRECHETTE 


(Poet Laureate of Canada.) 
The Original Blue-Beard. 


H. 0, PENTECOST 


(Editor of Twentieth Century.) 
The Crime of Capital Punishment. 


LAURENCE GRONLUND 


Nationalism. 


| Th 
| 


With many other strong features. among 
which is & Tegend of the Saguenay, illus- 
trated ih full-page engravings by Hamil- 


ton Gib: 
Price 50 Cts. Per Annum $5.00, f 


For Sale at All News Stands, 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800pp. 
Appies of 
or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 883pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued, 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Ingersoll and the Deist. 


A NATIVE “ TAR HEEL.” 
Price, - - Paper, 60 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Prioe 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEXEB COMPANY. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between the 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B.M. The best conducted debate of modern 
. 160 pp., 25 ots. The Mirror o ree- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cta. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 26 
ots. Two Revelations. 5 cts, Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 “ote. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5cts. Moses 
v3. Darwin, 5 ots. Bocrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5 ots. Ohristianity a Degrading Beli lon, 5 ots. 
Fiotitiong Gods. 5 ots. Natural 5 ots. 

The Old Faith h and the New. 5cts. Brano and 
he Bible God and His Favorits, 
bots. Health. Wealth. 


Spinoza. 5 cts. 
5cts. Miracl Swoon 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Helections 5cts. Man and the Lower 


Animals. 5 cts. 
desea $ Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O.. Lon Jon. Eng. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


Woolley, M.D., Author of ''Hebrew 
d Mthelogy the Gareer of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps. xiv, 1- 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$1.50. 
Gold. And Other Stories. 


WHAT KIND D. x MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 


By B. F. ds 
Price, 10 cents. 


COMMON SENSE 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH. 


By J. L. BARKER. 
Address this office. 


INFLUENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ON CIVILIZATION 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 25 cents, 


INGERSOLL Ew CANADA. 
Reply to Archbishop Lynch. 


By A. PRINGLE. 
Price, . ` 


Price, 85 cents. 


15 cents, 


Civil Rights Speech 


By R. G. INGERSOLL, 


With Speech of HON. FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
Price, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll Catechised. 


ANSWERS TO QuzsTions BY EDITOR or San 
Franciscan. 


Price, 3 cents ; per doz., 30 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION, 


Discussion between 


COL. R. ©. INGERSOLL, Hon. Frederic R 
Ooudert, and iix-Gov. Stewart L. Wood- 
ford. Before the Nineteenth 
inns d Club. 


10 cents. 


“ORTHODOXY. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 10 cents; per dozen, one dollar. 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT. 
By G. F. BINEHART. 
25 cents. 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
EF 


JEAN MESLIER. 


Abstract of. 
Paper; price, 25 cents. 


LOVE VENTURES 


Of TOM, DICK, AND HARRY. 


A Novel With an Afidavit. 
* And they were naked and not ashamed” (Gen. 
ii, 25). 
16 full-page French -Art Iliustrations. Beautifully 
Ilustrated Covers. 
12mo, 226 pages. paper, 25 cents ; boards, 50. 


MANNA. Our Forefathers’ Ideas of Hell. 


Price, 5 cents. 


MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
MONKS and 2HEIR MAIDENS. 


Paper, 60 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Modern Thinker, No. 2. 


The Most Advanced Speculations in Philosophy, 
Science, Sociology, and Religion. 


160pp., Pap., 50 centa. 


MOTHEB of HARLOTS. 
POPERY DISSECTED. 


By Wm. Hoaan (25 years a confessing priest). 
Paper, òu cents; cloth, 75. 


NEW ENGLAND 


AND THE PEOPLE UP THERE. 


A HUMOROUS LECTURE. 
By Geo. E. Macdonald. 
Price, 10 cents. 


NIBBLE AT JOHN FISKE’S CRUMB FOR 
THE MODERN SYMPOSIUM, 


Price, 10 cents. 
ORIGIN OF 


THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 


By O. B. WHITFORD. 
Price, 25 cents. 


The OUTCAST. Freethought Story, 


By Wixwoop READE. 


Price, 


23 cents. 
OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY. 
By F. E. 2 ng M.D. 
ap op O06 


RIGHTS OF MAN. 
^ By THOMAS PAINE. 


Answer to Burke's Attack on the French 
Revolution. 
EN Paper, 40 cents; oloth, 15 cente. 


PAINE THE POLITICAL and 
RELIGIOUS REFORMER. 
By B. F. UNbERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents, 
For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayetto Pl., New York 
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Agents for the Trath Seeker, 
CALIFORNIA, 
J ; E E a An eles, 

. C. Scott, ird st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Dr. J. L. York, Ban Jose, Cal. dés 
Estate of B. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 

Francisco. 
Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran 
cisco. 
: CANADA. 
T. E aca & Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, 


W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 

James Foster, Welland, Ont. 

R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 

Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal- 
ifax, N. 8. 


; OOLORADO, 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
ʻE. A. Btevens, 668 West Madison st., Room 1, 
Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 56 S. Halstead st., C'^3esgo. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
LOUISIANA. 


Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. l 


MASSAORUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
Johnson Bro's § N. Main st., Fall River. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 B. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
' MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 833 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA, 
Eaton & Smith, 1234 O st., Lincoln. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
M. B. Edinger, 1248 Third ave., New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. st, 


New York. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. 
8. J. King. 179 Bo. Pearl st., Albany. 
OHIO, 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
woes Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNESSER. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 831 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
H. 8. Kratz, 306 Houston st., Fort Worth. 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 


sal histo 
skill. Lii 


ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocean. 


THIRD EDITION, 


BIBLE MYTHS; 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antignity, 


GONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Lilustration of the Temptation.] 
The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.’ But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. . 
BrBLE Myrtus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
Story. 
1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about.600 Pages, Price, $2.00. 


Sent post-paid by 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


the TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SOIENTIFIC METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 

The Boston Post says: “This book actually 

shows us how to keep our memories in good work- 


ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 
Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 
hristian Associs- 
n. 


By Rron. B. WesrEBooE, D.D., LL.D. 


Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. Pr M. I. Horazoor. M.D. 
Goder’ "s Book says: * We giv our cordial 
THE approbation y phis wor 1 The information it 
contains is mos ortant, and, we are fully con- 
MARTYRDOM OF MAN. |‘inced, reliable." Price by mail $1. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It ig really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
is “boiled down” with surprising 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOCY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Carefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2, by mail. Ilus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 


erary World.  . EUM 
You turn over hia pages with a fascination sim- 


Bis history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying D i 
UTAH. power whioh reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— of Children of Finer Health and 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. [New Haven Palladium. reater y. 


W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 

John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 

W. Wedeken, Montesano. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
Progressiv Pub. Co., 28 Stonecutter st., Lon- 
don, E. C. 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA, 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.S.W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N.S. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 

A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


As a Means for the Production of 
Relief Printing Plates 


We can recommend the three processes operated 
by this Com aby 
Their ZINO ETOHINGS for cheap and coarse 
newspaper work, and their. MOSS-TYPE process, 
by which engravings are made direst from photo- 
pao a well as their MOSS PROCESS OF 


first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 


Br M. L. HorBBoom M.D. 


The Sctentife American says: " This work is 
scientific, sober, clean; and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
OB, 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORK. 


The New York Herald says: “Dr. Holbrook’s 
book is among the very best of its kind.” 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make & 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 


(Penn Monthly. 
Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 548pp. $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


day in providing for a family, besides in- 
E A COLLEOTION OF Sreasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 
Original and Selected Hymns Address THE TRUTH SREKEE Oo. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


(Words and Music) 


FAITH & REASON. 


A concise account of the Ohristian Religion, and 


For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED: BE of the minent Religions 
L. K. WASHBURN. before an d nee Ohris- 


PRIog, $1.50. 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place; New York. 


With elaborate index. 
By HarsegY R. BTEVENS. 
A popularized account of Oriental religions, 


methods. Address P erior $O ny with many apt quotations from the sacred books 
other like OBS ENGRAVING co. ; of the Hast, | owhore alas cen 80 much, knowl: 
N ener: unkno e 
Mm Peart sts Now vor, | LOOKING BACK WARD nb compact fora. titer Beview. 
"P 1 By Edward Bellamy, ` " „s $1.50. 
The Individualist, | suinor or Ds. Heidenhote Process,” ete. ANTIOHEIET. 


A LIBERAL AND REFORM JOURNAL, ADVOCATING 
SOCIAL REGENERATION AND INDUSTRIAL 
' EMANOIPATI)N. 

Devoted to the rationa! exposition of the philos- 
ophy of Freedom, mental, moral, and physical ; 
social, industriel, and sexual. Commands the 

eng of the best writers in America on these sub- 
ects, Sixteen pages. $8 per year. Trial subgorip: 
tion three months, 50 cents. Bach yearly sub- 
Beriber will receive a copy of Mr. Stuart's book. 
“Natural Rights, Natural Liberty, and Natural 
Law.” Address F, Q. STUART, Editor and Pro- 
prietor, 1053 Blake street, Denver, Col. 


free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration, [New York Tribune. 


nd to 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are ROVING conclusiyly that there was no Christ 
P crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.O. Cloth, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Price, $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 


office. 


The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
is noblest sentiments: never to his gels 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 


1 stat eatly i vance of the present, 
hie sociale arratiy ie rio in die forocast of| BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 


12mo, cloth; $1.50; paper: 500. 
d sius d dee Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 


In 


The Agnsstic Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS. 


OONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality......Samuel Laing. 
A Bonnet, ......... MS: vezes Joseph Ellis. 
Who Was Moses?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D. F.R.O.8. 
The Comfort of Agnosticiam..... E. Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Credible 7... Constance C. Y Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and heology, 

John Wilson, M.Á. 


Above: A Poem...... -++..W. Stewart Ross. 


The Evolution of the Agnostic Idea, 
3 R. Bithell, B 80., Ph.D. 
The New Fatalism............ MEER »...B, Russell. 
Descartes's Proof of the Existence of a God, 
F. J. Gould. 
A Poem................... ce, We B. MoTaggart. 
The Free Expression of Opinions.. G. F. Underhill. 
Fragmenta..................ees--. William Maccall. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


FYRY-SQUARE, 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unele Job Sawyer, the pastor, having establishéd 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Twentieth Century. 


DEVOTED TO 
Secular Religion and Social Regeneration, 


HUGH O. PENTECOST, Eprror. 


It contains. besides crisp and pointed editorials 
and contributions from a corps of able writers, the 
Bunday addresses of the editor before Unity con- 
gregation, 

It is the only so-called “ Liberal ” paper that ad- 
vocates radical social regeneration. 

Ita columns are open to the absolutely free dis- 
cussion of all religious and economic theories. 

Sixteen pages. Issued weekly. Annual subscrip- 
tion, $2. EF" Sample Copies Free. All subscribers 
will receive à copy of Mr. Pentecost’s book, “ What 
I Believe.” Address: 

TWENTIETH QENTURY PUBLISHING 00., 

No. 4 WARREN BT., New YORK. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, 3.25—in nglish or German. 
À new cheap edition at only 1.50. 

BSOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 

oy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 

r. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of *' Sciencein Btory.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlota). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
n their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering ihe blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by. Loring Mo y, 159 

&gOB; cloth 75 cents; ‘The Law of Heredity,” by 
F.H. Marsh, 10 cente; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr.,-10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1 Annual Convention of the 
1883,” 10 cents. 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


? 10 cents; ** Third 
itute of Heredity, May 2, 
Add THE 


reBs 


Similar advertisments from unreliable practi- 
tioners hav been frequently assailed and exposed 
by the press, but Dr. Fellows stands foremost in 
his profession, and it is safe to trust him. Boing 
a stanch LiBEnAL is fur)her proof of his reliabil- 
ity.—Nattonal View. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply 


By HUBLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 cenis, 
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Poetry. 


A New Creed. 


A group of theologians met 
To modernize their creed, 

Which held that black is white, and yet 
Had satisiied their need. 


Their great-grandfathers learned it on 
Their great-grandmothers’ knees, 
About predestination and 
Electoral decrees. 


In language more ambiguous 
Than Latin upside down, 

It taught that some are born to sin, 
And some to wear the crown. 


These learned theologians fought, 

` Disputed, argued long; 

And each one held that he was right, 
And all the rest were wrong. 


They all admitted that the creed 
Was somewhat out of date, 

Bat still they were not all agreed 
Just what to renovate. 


Bat when their work was finished quite, 
Their creed did nothing lack; 
For where it once read *' black is white," 
It now reads “ white is black.” 
—E. Frank Lintaber in Puck, 
o 


Senator Blair’s Sunday Rest Dill, 
In the United States Senate, December 9, 
1889, Mr. Blair introduced the following bill, 
. which was read twice and referred to the 
committee on education and labor, of which 
Mr. Blair is chairman: 


A bill to secure to the people the privilege 
of rest and of religious worship, free from 
disturbance by others, on the first day of the 
week. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representativs of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That no 
person or corporation, or agent, servant, or 
employee of any person or corporation, or in 
the service of the United States in time of 
peace, except in the necessary enforcement of 
the laws, shall perform, or authorize to be 
performed, any secular work, labor, or busi- 
ness to the disturbance of others, works of 
necessity and mercy and humanity excepted; 
nor shall any person engage in any play, 
game, or amusement Or recreation to the dis- 
turbance of others on t:e first day of the 
week, commonly known as Sunday, or dur- 
ing any part thereof, in any territory, district, 
vessel, or place subject to the exclusiv- juris- 
diction of the United States; nor shall it be 
lawful for any person or corporation to re- 
ceive pay for labor or service performed or 
rendered in violation of this section. 

Sec. 2. That no mails or mail matter shall 
hereafter be transported in time of peace over 
any land postal route, nor shall any mail 
matter be collected, assorted. handled, or de- 
livered during any part of the first day of the 
week; provided, that whenever any letter 
shall relate to a work of necessity or mercy, 
or shall corcern the health, life, or decease of 
any p:rson, and the fact shall be plainly 
stated upon the face of the envelope contain- 
ing the same, the postmaster-general shall 
provide for the transportation of such letter 
or letters in packages separate from other 
mail matter, and shall make regulations for 
the delivery thereof, the same having been 
received at the place of destination before the 
said first day of the week, during such 
limited portion of the day as shall best suit 
the public convenience and least interfere 
with the due observance of the day as one of 
worship and rest; and provided further, that 
when there shall hav been an interruption in 
the due and regular transmission of the mails, 
it shall be lawful to so far examin the same 
when delivered as to ascertain if there be 
such matter therein for lawful delivery on the 
first day of the week. 

Sec. 8. That the prosecution of commerce 
between the states, and with the Indian tribes, 
the same not being work of neceseity, mercy, 
or humanity, by the transportation of persons 
or property by land or water in such a way 
as to interfere with or disturb the people in 
the enjoyment of the first day of the week, or 
any portion thereof, as a day of rest from la- 
bor, the same not being labor of necessity, 
mercy, or humanity, or its observance as a 
day of religious worship, is hereby prohibited, 
and any person or corporation, or the agent, 
servant, or employee of any person or corpo- 
ration, who shall willfully violate this section 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
ten nor more than one thousand dollars, and 
no service performed in the prosecution of 
such prohibited commerce shall be lawful, 
nor shall any compensation be recoverable or 
be paid for the same. 

Sec. 4. That all military and naval drills, 
musters, and parades, not in the time of activ 
service or immediate preparation therefor, of 
soldiers, sailors, marines, or cadets of the 
United States on the first day of the week, 
except assemblies for the due and orderly 
observance of religious worship, are hereby 
prohibited, nor shal! any unnecessary labor 
be performed or permitted in the military or 
naval service of the United States on the first 
day of the week. 

Bec. 5. That it shall be unlawful to pay or 
to receive payment or wages in any manner 
for service rendered or for labor performed or 
for the transportation of persons or of prop- 
erty in violation of the provisions of this act, 


nor shall any action lie for the recovery 


| overcoat ——and now he's far away. roans 
y 


thereof, and when so paid, whether in ad- 

vance or otherwise, the same may be recov- 
ered back by whoever shall first sue for the 
same. 

Sec. 6. Thatlabor or service performed and 
rendered on the first day of the week, in con- 
sequence of accident, disaster, or unavoidable 
delay in making the regular connections upon 
postal routes and routes of travel and trans- 
portation, the preservation of perishable and 
exposed property, and the regular and neces- 
sary transportation and delivery of articles of 
| food in condition for healthy use, and such 
i transportation for short distance from one 
| state, district, or territory into any other state, 
district, or territory as by local laws shall be 
declared to be necessary for the public good, 


strued to prohibit or to sanction labor on 
i Sunday, by individuals who conscientiously 
believe in and observe any other day than 


Sunday as the Sabbath or & day of religious : 
| worship, provided such labor be not done to | 


| shall not be deemed violations of this act, | 
nor shall the provisions of this act be con., !9vo!s. 


The Humboldt Library of Science 


In this series are well represented the writings of 
DARWIN, Sprnorr, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROCTOR, 
OLIFFORD and otner loaders of thought in our 
time, at 59 to 75 per cent. Lower than usual prices. 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 
follows : 

i OLD STYLE.—In this style the volumes average 
| 640 pages 8vo. and are arranged thus: 


Yol I. Nos. 1-i3.; Vol. "VI. Nos. 60-70. 
| €" T M 183- * VIL ^*^ 71-80. 
“OTT. “ 25-36.) '* VIII. “1-91. 
“ IV. “ $748| '" IX. * 9 -103. 
u V. e 49-59.) ** X. ** 104-111. 


Cloth, plain edge:, $2 vol. (Separately or in Sets.) 
Half seal, marbie edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 
New SrvLE.—Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 

Oloth, extra, red edges, $1.75 per vol. $22 75 per set. 
Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 $t $925 .* 
Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 sk £2.50 
Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 d 38.75 

In sets only. 
‘All of the following are octavo; cloth : 
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i the disturbance of others. 
i rt i 
Describing a State of Things in Concor- 
dia, Kan. 
From the Cloud County Blade. 

The prohibition peelers so noted for their 
zeal, last week got out their scalping-knives 
and whetted up the steel. They said that 
prohibition should once more raise a dust, 
and show the Blade and all its crew, the pro- 
hi's deep disgust. They jumped on poor old 
Benny because that he was down, and said 
they'd jail the poor old man and do the thing. 
up brown. They sent the sheriff after him at 
breaking of the day. He went to get his 


mingled with tears.] They searched the; 
caravansery in every hole and nook, but in 
the cistern and the coal, they never thought 
to look. They placed a guard around the! 
house, they watched both night and day, but i 
the fog closed in around them——and Benny | 
went away. [Slow music in minor key.]| 
The “ boys are getting thirsty, the town is! 
getting dry, the pigs are all a-squealing in 
the prohibition sty, and imprecations loud; 
and deep are heard on every hand, from: 
parching prohibition throats, against the’ 
smelling band. A cry of dreadful anguish is ; 
raised by night and day, from those who | 
cannot get their budge since Benny went; 
away. [Groans, sighs, and salt water.] 
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ROME REASON. 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Bamsay WATERS. . 


A very oritical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two SY8- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflieting.—[Oritical Ben 


view. 
Cloth; 12mo, $1.75. | 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. i 


| 
LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, | 

As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. | 

BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, f 

Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order | 
Creation, 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 


S This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gu 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A FEW WORDS 
ABOUT THE. DEVIL, 


| 
OTHER BroGRAPHICAL SKETOHES AND Essays. | 
. By Oar es BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp» 12mo, 
260 pp. $1.25. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypra R. CHASE. : 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc* a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


ee Unsurpassed.” 870, 838pp., 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not ro far to sustain Spiritualism 
show that Ohristians are inobnalstent in tried 


Address 


ing the alleged truths of t i 
Gloth, Limo, Spp. I. OT that philosophy 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 


75 


2 books in 1 vol. . . . . Q5 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 

2 books in 1 vol. . . 45 


WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Ràces in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 
with additions and corrections. M 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 
tion to Sex_ With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised and augmented. e .. 1 

Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Allen. . . 
SELEOT WORES BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Yigneltes from Nature; and 
Fore» and Energy: A Theory 
namics. 3booksin 1 vol. : 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ios and Glaciers. 1I9illustrations. . 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light, Illustrated. 
3 books in 1 vol. . F 
WORKS BY HERBERT B 


The Data of Ethics. : d s; 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
ical; and : 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
other Disquisitione. 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Genesis of Science, , 
The Factors of Organic Evolution, 
2 books in1vol. . 
SELECT WORKS OF BIOHARD 
F.R.A.8. 
Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 


of Dy- 
. 1.00 


. 


. . 1.00 


PENCER. 


60 
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PROCTOR, 


. . . 


A. 


| Hereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 


Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 
laneous Essays. 

6 books in 1 vol. . . 1.50 
SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 

Seeing and Thinking. 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Hesave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. . 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pare Science 
Cosmic Emotion: Also 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. r . 1.5 


SELEOT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F.R.A.8. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
the Childhood of the World. 
2 books in 1 vol. " 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. BIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will. 

The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. . 

THE MILKY WAY. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 iius. 
By Camille Fiammarion. 

The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M.A. 

The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Cari, LL.D 

3 books in 1 vol. 
POLITICAL BOIENCE. 

Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author.of The Ene. Constitntion,” and 

History of the Science of Politics. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol, 

THE LAND QUEATION. 

The History of fandholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. H. H.8.;and 

Historical Sketch of the #istribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lioyd Birbeck: M.A. 2booksinlvol . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- ` 
ophy of Igno-a.nce; and AN 
The Essential Nature of Religion, By 
J. Allansen Picton. 2 books in 1 vol. 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
Bv Andrew Wilson, F.B.8.E. 
2 books in 1 vol. . s 
[Continued in next column.) 
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1.00 


. . . . 


bit ey AD 


E] 


dt 


a 


BY | 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science 3 and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W.M. Williams, F.C.8. 
. 2 books inlvol . $5 es P 5 
The. Black Death, An Account of the 
reat Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. 
Bs J. F. C. Hecker, M.D, 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon. 
A Record of Adventures, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates, F. L.S., Aegis. Sec. 
to tho eral Geographical Society of 
ngland. |. . K optan Ec 
The Riseand Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By 8. 8. Laurie, L L.D., 
Professor of the Institutes and History: f 
Eduoation in the University of Edinburgh. 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
` including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India; Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, " 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, ond Oanon of Canterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” * The 
Five Great Monarchies,” eto. e e « 
Fetichism Pe heey to Anthro. 
ology ani e History of Religion. 
Prits Sehvltze. Translated from the 
German by J. Witzgerald, MA. . > 
Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W.Bianley Jevons, M.A., F.R.B., Pro- 
fessor of Logio and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. Manchester. «+ 
On the Study of Words. By Richard 
usns ix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
ubl. . . «© « » e © « 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre-Historio Study. Edited by O. 
F. Keary, M.A., of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F R.8 , Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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illusions: A Psychological Study. 
James Bully, Author of “Sensation an 
Intuition,” * Pessimism,” etc. . e o 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
By Sir John Lubbock, Birt. 2partein 1. 
English Past and Present. (Parts I. 
and II.) By Richard Obenevix Trench. 
2 parts in 1, Complete. Ws a ase Lr 
The Story of Creation, A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 
Over 8) Lilus. ae Ae 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 

Svo, 613pp., $32.50. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennert. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. ` Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. ] 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” ete. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Aneient 
and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 


a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. IL. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tienity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
gcing fully into iis merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 
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Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat* er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply, to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camillo Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Commoa Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r`- ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
“Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Yohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; ; 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘‘'The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered tox 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 
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Bible of Nature, 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


. BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of “The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” “ Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,” “Household Remedies,” “The 
oison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Oure of Intemper- 
ance,” ebt., eto. 


Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjeocts,—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Cloth, 19m0, 240pp:, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x18. inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
eating. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Book contains songs 
by the best. poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman; 
Parton, » Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
$5 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
& fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
OR, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Fropositiong "p 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the 80-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference, 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price only 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Ezact Ratios in the 
Aoquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . . 


THE SAFEST CREED 


TweE.ve Orner Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM, 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 288pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER UO. 


POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Bersham tes Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 

y: 
Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustratiug some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 

More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. ` 

ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 

For $50 worth of “ Cold Facts” boiled down iu a 


$1.00. 


Nutshell, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
THE 

CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
ae THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8v0» 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
A gilt edges, $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
7: ** + gg Lafayette Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised aad Enlarged, . 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 
Priee, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Garde 
at thig office. Price, 40c.; with autographs 80 salo 


THE STRUGGLE 
FOR 


Religiousand Political Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
Of men of every age to aequire greater political 
liberty; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 


osition of womankind in America. Throughout. 

he work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interesi 
the minds of this age. 


By THEO. C. SPENCER. 


:|8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 


Cloth, 12mo., 138pp.; price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ems, With little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city.of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits, It is ques guch & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of therest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 
An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of - 
this Republic. 


Ey A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents.  . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life. writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
OMPSON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and infiuence. By Rev. Joan W. CHADWICK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
“ow guns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Potts. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
BAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Cors. 


velopment By Dr. KOBERT G, ECOLES. 
9. EVOLUTION OS SOCIETY. By James A.SxIL- 


TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. S1pney 


AMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 
. JAN. 

12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nxrsom C. 


PARSHALL d 

13. EVOLUTION A8 RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWICK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hor NICHOLS. 

15. THE EF*"EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minot J. 
SAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
Bx D. M. BENNETT. 
10 centa. 


Price. - - 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 

Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 

lyzed,” ‘The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 


that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


- NEW EDITION. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 


and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


— 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ma | For the benefit of our read- 

H sers who preserve their papers 
i” fi we offer a new style of binder, 
i {made for the purposes and 
di'with the heading of THE 
ip TRUTH SEEKER printed in 

S gold letters on the outside. 


V m 
ae This binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly fiat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 


from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 


Sent by mail, postpaid, for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
tf 28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. i 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Ceylon, ‘The “Banner of Light,” 
“ Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many S 
ualist papers an 
the book. 
- Extra Cloth, 175 pp.» $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price,10cents. ` 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. ‘The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister’s praying God to kil ‘grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5ocents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Sehools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances, Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear. exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
viat it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 


irit- 
lecturers hav spoken highly of 


Essence of Religion. 
By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
. 50 ots. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore ìm- 

mora].—Extraot, 

Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Argument by EK. G. Ingersoll 
IN THE 


TRIAL OF C, B. REYNOLDS 
“BLASPHEMY,” 


At Morristown, New Jersey. 
Stenographtcally reported, and revised by ihe au- 
E thor. 


Handsome 8vo, 86 pp.» beautiful type, fine paper. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents: paper, 35 cents, or 
$2 per dozen. i 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


HISTORY 


Address 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


Liberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Lecal Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societics mecting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for 

warding the necessary information. 


The manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evening; at 8 o'clock; at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st cor. Market 
8t. Newark, N. J. Leciures and discussions on 
religious and social questione. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications alwayson hand at cheap rates. 


ingersoll Secular Socicty, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2:45 P.M,, at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M. at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manius HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Akron, O., Freethought Union. 


The Akron Freethought Union meets every 
Sunday afternoon in the Hall of Oramer's Block 
South Howard street, at 3 o'clock. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.w., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.» Rooms 12and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres,; Leroy BEBRIEB, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Smita, Cor, Seo. 


Cleveland, 0O., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30, at room 29, 
Oity Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligious and social subjects. The public cordially 
invited. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends, C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer, No other house so fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
tbe United States an opportunity to examin, test, 

f 


and compare my goods and prices with those o 
other diamond merchants, I wili sell any piece o 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell a8 cheap. Oarrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing o: 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrops, worth $600, tor 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs: Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do.) worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $50; do.» worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $30; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year, It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you &re not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your carh in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


Tre ‘Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


sixteen Jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 
double-paneled dial and all modern improye- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver Gage, $23.10; five-ounce, $25; six- ounce, $27. In 
open face, best filled gold case, $27 ; hunting, $33; 
do., Lonis XIY., $35. In fourteen carat solid gold, 
$50 to guo. Bon prepaid, and cash refunded 
isfactory. 
not satisface o WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Established 1857. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 


Price, 10 cents. 
PERRA Nader aa rmt SUME 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 


trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price. 25 cents, j 


Bx F. R. Marvin. 


Prices . + . cents. 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at . 
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Ir Portugal revolts, inspired by Brazil, | Teachers, Skeptiog, Innovators, Founders of cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, | PEAOE is the'virtue of civilization; war is its 
Spain may follow, and like disturbances may tists, eto. (who were not Christians), Jonne ginet, We zin Mary, and t ey Bine crime.— Victor Hugo. 
M x + . le e. : 
succeed in Germany and throughout Europe. | from tho time c ad do the B the Religious Systems of the World. As the barbarism of the present old govern- 
z . m leather, $4; MOT., g» ©., $4.50, 8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the ments expires, the moral condition of nations, 
Tux neighborhood of Reading, Pa., is over- BY D. M. BENNETT. 3 vols., $5; Je $7; mo- with respect to each other, will be changed. Man 
run with an army of burglars, who are sup- | THE TRUTH SEEKER 00 "YD P. E will bot be browne a with the savage idea of 
d to hav their lair i MINE e . M. . considering his species as enemies, because the 
pose heir lair in the Welsh mountains, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. THE TRUTH &LELER (CO accident of birth gave the individuals exiatence in 


Tus Pan-American del- 
egates hav left. 


GrapsTOoNz's eightieth 
birthday was celebrated 
on the 30th ult. 


Bx a cave-in at Angel's 
Camp, Calaveras county, 
Cal., on the 22d ult., six 
teen men were irrecover- 
ably buried alive. 


Henry Gravy, the ors- 
tor and editor, and rising 
young favorit of the 
Southern people, died on 
the 23d ult. at Atlanta. 


Ar Plains, Pa., on the 
27th ult., land over a 
mine sunk several feet, 
wrecking a church, a par- 
sonage, and severa 
houses. 


In conflicts between 
London strikers and po. 
lice, serious injuries hav 
been inflicted, and many 
offenders hav been sen- 
tenced to imprisonment. 


In an Italian Catholic 
church at Jersey City, 
N. J., at the close of mass 
on the 25th ult., two men 
engaged in a fight in 
which one was cut, per- 
haps fatally, witha razor. 


* LOOKING BAOKWARD" 
has fallen flat in England. 
In New England, how- 
ever, its popularity in- 


thousand men.—Judges xv, 16. 


creases, and one mercantil 
house givs copies with its sales. 

RUFFIANLY political factions are distracting 
Oklahoma. i 

THE pope bas received a bequest of £680,000 
from Baron Lilienthal. 


countries distinguished by 
different names. —Paine, 


Irs chief ideas [t.¢., the 
Chief ideas of Buckle’s 
* History of Civilization "] 
are: »« . . 7. That human 
progress has been due, not 
to moral agencies, which 
are stationary, and which 
balance one another in such 
& manner that their influ- 
ence is unfelt overany long 
period, but to intellectual 
activity. which has been 
constantly varying and ad- 
vancing: ‘The actions of 
individuals are greatly 
affected by their moral feel. 
ings and passions; but 
these being antagonistic, 
to the passions and feelings 
of other individuals, are 


SAMSON’S GREAT JAWBONE FEAT. 
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass hav I slain a 


balanced by them, so that 
their effect ig, in the great 
average of human affairs, 
nowhere to be seen, and the 
; total actions of mankind, 
Mea — considered as a whole, are 

= left to be regulated by the 


total knowledge of which 
mankind is possessed."— 


Encyclopedia Britannica. 


Tux people perish for the 
lack of knowledge. Noth- 
ing but education—scien- 
tiflc education—can benefit 
mankind. We must find 
out the laws of nature and 
conform to them.—Inger- 
soll. 


I PLEAD that humanity 
has been a rea) gainer from 
skepticism, and that the 
TN gradual and growing rejec- 
tion of Ohristianity—like 
the rejection of the faitha 
which preceded it—has, in 
fact, added, and will add, to 
man’s happiness and well- 
being. I maintain that, in 


| Physics, science is the outcome of skepticism, and 


that general progress is impossible without skep- 
ticism on matters of religion. I mean by religion 
every form of belief which accepts or asserts the 
supernatural.—Bradlaugh. 

Spain has progressed in the arts and sciences, 


in all that tends to enrich and ennoble a nation, 
in the precise proportion that she has lost faith in 
the Ostholio church. This may be said of every 
other nation in Ohristendom. Torquemada ia 
dead; Oastelar is alive. The dungeons of the In- 
quisition are empty, and a little light has pene- 
trated the clouds and mists—not much, but a 
little. Spain is not yet clothed and in her right 
mind. A few years ago the cholera visited Madrid 
and other cities. Physicians were mobbed. Pro- 
cessions of saints carried the host through the 
streets for the purpose of staying the plague. The 
streets were not cleaned; the sewers were filled. 
Filth and faith, old partners, reigned supreme. 
The church, * eminent for its sanctity,” steod in 
the light and cast its shadow on the ignorant and 
the prostrate. The church, in its “inexhaustible 
fruitfulness iu all good things,” allowed its chil- 
dren to perish through ignorance, and used the 
diseases it had produced as an instrumentality to 
further enslave its votaries and ita victims.—Znger- 
soll, 

Ir you consult our doctors they will not fail to 
display the antiquity of their doctrin, which has 
always upheld itself in spite of the continual at- 
tacka of heretics, wicked men, and Infidels, and 
in spite of pagan pereecution. You hav too good 
an understanding not to perceive that the an- 
tiquity of an opinion proves nothing in its favor. 
If antiquity were a proof of truth, Ohristianity 
would be forced to giv way to Judaism, whi:h for 
the same reason must yield to the religion of the 
Egyptians and Ohaldeang, that is to say; to idola- 
try which was long anterior to Moses. It was 
believed for thousands of years that the sun 
turned round the earth; which remained station- 
ary; and yet it is not the less true that the sun 
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On Christmas and the day following a great WA 


windstorm did much damage in the East. 


An attempt to break jail at Kingston, Ont., 
on the 24th ult. resulted in the escape of five 
convicts. 

Cunvzr, the juryman that prevented the 
Cronin jury convicting more of the accused, 
and giving those convicted severer punish. 
ment, is the object of execration. 
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Precthinkers’ Almanac, 
1890. | 


(E. M. 290.) 
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Levi MAYBERRY, of Carlisle, Pa., who had 
. been growing crazy over religion, on Christmas 
morning proclaimed himself the ‘‘son of 
man," and attempted to kill his father and 
other relativs with an ax. $ 


AT Attleboro, Mass., the nine-year-old | 
daughter of the Rev. Chas. Pinney is ill of 1 
typhoid fever, and refused medicin by her 
father, who says he is ‘‘ willing to leave the 1 
whole matter in the hands of the Lord." 


Tur sneezing influenza, called ‘‘ La Grippe," i 
that broke out in St. Petersburg, has extended 
through Europe and appeared in America. 
It has caused many destbs, mostly in Paris. 
It is said that it is not fatal in itself, but 
exposes the system to pneumonia, peritonitis, 
etc. 

Snoorixa affrays over race hav occurred at 
Jessup, Ga.; Barnesville, Ga.; Augusta, Ga.; 
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The Inauguration of the Bruno Statue. 
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Clarksville, Tenn.; Nashville, Tenn.; Shelby, l| Mostly Fools. W. Stewart Ross Inventions of Christianity. Illus- ri is fixed, and that the earth turns round the sun.— 
Miss.; Pott's Camp, Miss., and Charleston, | (Saladin), m oe se 36 trated, FOE CONS 1 l gis divi ission of 
S.C. Atthe former place the whole neigh- jU! Record of the Spanish Inquisition, 44 Rr rcd in ue United n. ce did iue Ms veloQE probie 
borhood is in arms and troops hav been dis- li Dates of the Fabrication of Some , SE "- 7 L gation of the faith. If the argument is good in 
patched. Later dispatches state that at| | Roman Catholic Dogmas, - 44 | [Search ofa Spirit. E. M. Macdonald, 97 ini | the mouth of a Catholic, is it not good in the 
Columbia, S. C., on the 27th a mob of white The Boler House Mystery. Nearly a Why 7 Pete me Church: T'O: Pentes | mouth of a Moslem ?—Ingersol. 
men took from the jail eight suspected negro ja Tragedy, with a Moral. Helen H. o MR ELEC. TnuxoLocY has never served to Sdn ub but 
murderers and shot them. (i Gardener, T0 0c o c 45 | the distracting of men, and sometimes of whole 
d] . ; Ko states.—Voltatre. 
Ir is said that our deferring to recognize OK OnTROopox ministera do not add to the sum of 
the new government in Brazil will encourage be ave knowledge. They produce Pac Po 
s Lhko X jo miraculous 18 e 
odas ee quip e 2 7 PAS oharaotafisno o. all sa aiviliead nations.—ZLecky. 


‘Count D'Eu, Dom Pedro’s son-in-law, is in NEW YORK: 


? 3 23 CIA utterly incapable 
Europe trying to raise aid in reérecting the 2. Tax fathers of the church were prod 


of examining a question of fact. They were all 


= o z $: 
empire. The provisional government ex- KZ PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFF ICE, c= believers in the miraculous. The same is true of 


the apostles. If 8t. John was the author of the 
Apocalypse, he was undoubtedly insane. If Poly- 
carp said the things attributed to him by Oatholic 


plains that it cut off the larger grant of money 


to Dom Pedro because he and his adherents 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


changed from a policy of acquiescence to one 
of contest. It also defends itself against 
charges of design in delaying elections, and 
of aspirations toward usurpation in general. 
The wife of the ex-emperor died at Oporto, 
Portugal, on the 28th ult. 


writers, he was certainly in the condition of his 
master. . . . All the fathers were infinitly 
credulous. Every one of them believed; not only 
in the miracles said to hav been wrought by 
Ohrist, by the apostles, and by other Ohristian 
but every one of them believed in the pagan m 
&acles.—Ingersoll. 
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Hotes and Clipgings. 


A sap case of wickedness is reported from 
Alabama. A Methodist minister arrested for 
passing counterfeit money avers that he got 
it out of the contribution a — 
box. If his tale is true, Exit) 
there are some particu- 
larly miserable sinners in 
his congregation. He 
says that seven out of 
eight silver dollars in the 
box were counterfeit. 
Evidently & contribution 
box working on the 
nickel.in-the-slot princi- 
ple and rejecting spuri- 
ous coin wil hav to 
be adopted in this un- 
fortunate minister's 
church. 


Reuiaious jealousy in 
India between Hindoos 
and Mohammedans is 
said to be fit to involve 
the entire country in war 
the moment the British 
authority should be with- 
drawn. Lately a Mussul- 
man procession to cele- 
brate a convert was 8t- 
tacked with great fury, 
and some fatalities were 
the result. 


Werna on the late 
revival among Richmond 
negroes, & correspondent 
of a New York paper 
says: ‘The average 
Southerner will tell the 
investigator that he can 
not discern any improve- 
ment in the moral nature 
of the negro who has 
gone through this process 
of conversion, except that 
the act of dancing is re- 
garded as sure to result 
in eternal damnation. A 
Richmond sergeant of 
police standing on the 
comer at midnight when 
the vast black throng 
was moving by during 
one of these periods of 
conversion, expressed & 
prevalent idea in a curi- 
ous way when he said, 
‘The very roosters on 
this street know when & 
nigger is getting con- 
verted, and they don't 
dare to crow as long as 
the church is open.’ But 
in the cities there is, 
among the better in- 
formed of the black race, 
-a small and growing class 
whose morality is on the 
increase, and who are 
slowly drifting away 
from the superstitions of 
their race.” 


Repiyinc to a corre- 


her elders try to convince 
her of her error she shuts 
them up with the retort 
that it is just as proper 
to say one-th as to say 
fourth, fifth, or sixth. 
Boston folk want to 
know if the child is not 
à more right than wrong. 

NAI They think our language 
ly / is not properly clear, and 
that absurdities are tol- 
erated from a conserva- 
tiv notion that it would 
be harmful to eradicate 
them. 


Sr&oE 1800 the popula- 
tion of Europe has just 
doubled itself. Then the 
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NOT HURT CON 2 : = A i population was 175,000,- 
EY LINGS X o 000; in 1830, 216,000,- 
Mem Sk o : ee z I 000; in 1860, 289,000,- 
WORLD TSN Ze th Ji. 000; in 1880, 331,000, 
(MY Saari De) UN Eze Sp co ae I 000; in 1888, 850,000, 
: Da as dig 000. 


Bit Nys, the humor- 
ist, thus describes his 
early experience as & 
school.teacher: *'It is a 

a tough experience for a 
ky T pum A í Pu boy of eighteen or nine- 

Z LZ ` Nil f A teen to enter the school- 
7 / M LE ue Zi NALS room for the first time 
I ll 7 4, AY and read a chapter from 

eer eh à 3 the Bible, as I was ex- 
pected to do. I had not 
been accustomed to read 
every morning aloud 
from the scriptures, and 
so I was embarrassed. 
Besides, I did not use 
good taste in the selec- 
tion. Idid not know it 
until it was too late. I 
thought that the Old 
Testament would be 
more interesting to the 
children than the New, 
and so struck some mat- 
ters of history there, told 
in terse, rugged, realistic 
language, which at- 
tracted more attention 
from the school than ] 
hadexpected. Ithought 
it would get better as I 
moved on, but it did not, 
and so I tried another 
selection. Several large 
girls giggled, and ceased 
to agitate their gum, as 
I struck into the second 
selection. 1t was hardly 
the thing for a school 
reading, and so I omitted 
the most of it.” 


T \ An Englishman has 
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spondent who asks in- 
formation on the condi- 
tion of the working 
classes in the fourteenth 
and seventeenth cent 
uries, the Suz says, among other things: 
“ There were, early in the fourteenth cent- 
ury, no roads and no wheeled vehicles ; the 
peasants, who either paid a money rent for 
their lands and were ‘ free ’ or did service for 
them and were * villeins,’ lived in stone huts 
without windows or chimneys. There was 
little salt, no sugar; honey was the only 
sweetener. The food was almost entirely 
meat; the people, from the king down, 
seldom changed their clothes, and skin dis. 


MN. Ay bought the contents of 
= p. x IE S the royal castle of Nu- 
Ze = Rm AMAT e 
un OMNE ro TES P i 5 GLEE NO Wa td remberg, containing the 
Se ee Sr mE FEU ESS most complete collection 


of instruments of torture 


TWO WAYS OF DEALING WITH THE TIGER. o taat costing $6,000 in 
all. There is a library 


eases were terribly prevalent. There was Tux French government will enforce the; of 3,000 volumes, giving the history of crime 
almost no money; what there was the Jews legal penalty against three hundred priests; and torture for many centuries. 

held at cent per cent interest and more. In ' convicted of violation of the law prohibiting "E 
1285, in a single small village in Norfolk, clergy from meddling with elections. In Macedonia, where nee d Min 
there weretwelve murders, sixteen burglaries, fanatical Christian or M un aod Bo tawas 
five fatal fights, five suicides; and in 1284; Tue list of English publications the pro- ' medan, bise 1s no ü 3 pA EE aie 
there had been twelve executions. The life|hibition of whose sales has been decreed by ; than two andre l ies ace e T eH 
was much harder than we can imagin.” It|the imperial censorship in Russia has just; and robbed ERAS ed d. ps um ach = 
should be recollected that the time described | been printed in London. It includes Inger- ; ands named 8 x D ani ign ut = ae 
was the time of Christianity’s greatest in-, soll’s “ Social Salvation” and his '' House- whom has committe more tha y 
fluence. : “hold of Faith." ders, are terrorizing the country. 
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The article in the “ Britannica” was written by his 
private secretary, Colonel Nicolay. In this article 
his religion is briefly summed up in the following 
words : 


His [Lincoln's] nature was deeply religious, but he be- 
longed to no denomination: he had faith in the eternal 
justice and boundless mercy of Providence; and made the 
golden rule of Christ his practical creed (Am. Ed., vol. xiv, 
p. 669). 


This statement at first glance presents a Christian 
appearance, and the reader is liable to infer that the 
writer sims to state that Lincoln was a Christian. 
But he does not. He aims to state in the least 
offensiv manner possible that he was not—that he 
was simply a Deist. A person may hav a “deeply 
religious " nature, and not be a Christian. He may 
hav “faith in the eternal justice and boundless 
mercy of providence,” and yet hav no faith whatever 
in Christianity. He may make “the golden rule of 
Christ [or Confucius] his practical creed,” and at the 
same time wholly reject the dogma of Christ’s divin- 
ity. The above statement is substantially true as 
applied to Lincoln, and it would be equally true if 
applied to that prince of Infidels, Thomas Paine. 
His nature was deeply religious ; he had faith in the 
justice and mercy of providence; and he, too, made 
the Golden Rule his practical creed. 

: The World’s Sages, 


In “The Worid's Sages,” Mr. Bennett writes as 
follows concerning Lincoln’s belief: 


Upon the subject of religious belief there is some diversity 
of claims. All his friends and acquaintances readily admit 
that in early manhood and middle age he was an unbeliever, 
or a Deist. In fact, he wrote a book or pamphlet vindicating 
this view. His most intimate friends that knew him best, 
claim that his opinions underwent no change in this respect ; 
while a certain number of Christians hav, since his death, 
undertaken to make out that he had become a convert to 
Christianity (World’s Sages, p. 773). i 

When the contradictory character of the evidence is taken 
into consideration, together with the fact that his nearest 
and most intimate friends would be most likely the ores to 
know of Mr. Linculn's change, had any such taken place, the 
uncredibility of the asserted change is easily appreciated 
(Ibid., p. 774). 

Abraham Lincoln was eminently an honest and good man, 
and these excellent qualities in his character certainly did 
not proceed from any faith or confidence in Christian or 
pagan dogmas. He was one of nature’s true noblemen, 
whose good acts and whose commendable conduct did not 
arise from any supposed fealty to antiquated errors and 
superstitions (Ib., p. 775). 

The Every Day Life of Liacoln. 

In the Emancipation Proclamation appears the fol- 
lowing paragraph, which contains the only allusion 
to deity to be found in this immortal document: 


And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of jus- 
tice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, 
J invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gra- 
cious favor of almighty God. 


The appearance of the above paragraph in the 
Proclamation is thus accounted for in * The Every- 
Day Life of Lincoln," and agrees with Judge Ushe:’s 
account of it: 


It is stated that Mr. Lincoln gave the most earnest study 
to the composition of the Emancipation Proclamation. He 
realized, as he afterward said, that the proclamation was the 
central act of his administration, and the great event of the 
Nineteenth Century. When the document was completed, a 
printed copy of it was placed in the hands of each member 
of the Cabinet, and criticisms and suggestions were invited. 
Mr. Chase remarked: ‘‘ This paper is of the utmost impor- 
tance, greater than any state paper ever made by this Gov- 
ernment. A paper of so much importance, and involving 
the liberties of so many people, ought, I think, to make 
some reference to Deity. I do not observe anything of the 
kind in it " (Every-Day Life of Lincoln, pp. 549, 550). 


The amendment suggésted was allowed by the 
president, and Mr. Chase requested to supply the 
words he desired to be inserted. The paragraph 
quoted was accordingly prepared by him and in- 
cluded in the proclamation. This fact is also ad- 
mitted by Holland in his “ Life of Lincoln" (p. 401). 

Cyras O. Poole. 


I quote next from a monograph on “The Relig- 
ious Convictions of Abraham Lincoln,” written by 
Cyrus O. Poole. Referring to Arnold’s and Hol- 
Iand's biographies of Lincoln, Mr. Poole says: 


Most sectarians now think, write, and act as if they had a 
copyright to apply ‘ Christian” to every thing good and 
God-like about this President; yet no one presumed to call 
him a Christian until after his death. — - 

It may be a soul-saving process like the ancient one of 
Pope Gregory in the sixth century. It is related that one 
day he was meditating on an anecdote of the Pagan Em- 
peror Tragan's having turned back, when at the head of his 
legions on his way to battle, to render justice to a poor widow 
who flung herself at his horse's feet. It seemed to Gregory 
that the soul of a prince so good could not be forever lost, 
Pagan though he was; and he prayed for him, till a voice 
declared Tragan to hav been saved through his intercession. 
And thus, through the prayer of a Christian Pope, a Pagan 
of the first, was materialized into a Christian in the sixth 
century, and was, of course, transferred from hell to heaven. 
Now behold how a modern politician [Arnold] can play 
theologian in Christianizing Abraham Lincoln. 

There is now hope for Benjamin Franklin, John Adama, 
and Thomas Jefferson, as well as the chieftains, Red Jacket, 
Tecumseh, and Black Hawk. Í 


Respecting Lincoln's message to his dying father, 
Mr. Poole, himseif a firm believer in the doctrin of 
immortality, says: 

This prophetic affirmation of a continued existence, is the 


only written evidence of his views on this momentous ques- 
tion that can be found. 


Communications. 


Was Abraham. Lincoln a Christian ? 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Orxer Testimony AND OPINIONS. 

New York World—Boston Globe—Manford’s Magazine— 
Chambers’s Encyclopedia—Encyclopedia Britanvica— 
World's Sages—Every-Day Life of Lincoln—Cyrus O. 
Poole—A Citizen of Springfield—Henry Walker—R. C. 
Adams—Ed ward Eggleston—Rev. Robert Collyer—Rev. 
J. Lloyd Jones—Rev. J. W. Chadwick. 


The matter selected for this chapter is of a miscel- 
laneous nature, consisting of the statements of those 
who, for the most part,are not known to hav been 
personally acquainted with Lincoln. It embraces 
the opinions of.journalists, encyclopedists, biogra- 
phers, and others. If their words cannot be accepted 
as the testimony of competent witnesses, they may 
at least be regarded as the verdict of honest jurors. 

New York World. 


In the New York World, fifteen years ago, appeared 
the following: 

Whiie it may fairly be said that Mr. Lincoln entertained 
many Christian sentiments, it cannot be said that he was 
himself a Christian in faith or practice. He was no disciple 
of Jesus of Nazareth. He did not believe in his divinity snd 
was not a member of his church. 

He was at first a writing Infidel of the school of Paine and 
Volney, and afterward & talking Infidel of the school of 
Parker and Channing. l 


Alluding to the friendly attitude he assumed 
toward the church and Christianity during the war, 
this article concludes: 

If the churches had grown cold—if the Christians had 
taken a stand aloof—that instant the Union would hav per- 
ished. Mr. Lincoln regulated his religious manifestations 
accordingly. He declared frequently that he would do any.. 
thing to save the Union, and among the many things he did 
was the partial concealment of his individual religious opin- 
ions. Is this a blot upon his fame? Or shall we all agree 
that it was a conscientious and patriotic sacrifice? 


Boston Globe, 


_As an evidence of Lincoln’s piety, wa are often 
referred to a picture to be seen in nearly every 
Northern home, where Lincoln, with his son Tad, is 
supposed to be represented as reverentially poring 
over the pages of ithe Bible. The picture is weil 
calculated to deceive. Its history, however, has 
often bsen explained, and its apparently religious 
character shown to be quite secular. The Boston 
Globe, in a recent issue, says: 

The pretty little story about the picture of President Lin- 
coln and his son Tad reading the Bible is now corrected for 
the one hundredth time. The Bible was Photographer 
Brady’s picture album, which the reddent was examining 
with his son while some ladies stood by. The artist begged 
the president to remain quiet and the picture was taken. 


The truth is better than fiction, even if its recital conflicts 
with a pleasing theory. 


Manford’s Magazine, 

There is one Christian publication that has had 
the fairness to admit the truth respecting Lincoln’s 
belief. Manford’s Magazine, a religious periodical 
published in Chicago, in its number for January, 
1869, contained the following : 


That Mr. Lincoln was a believer in the Christian religion, 
as understood by the so-called orthodox sects of the day, I 
am compelled most emphatically to deny: that is, if I can 
put faith in the statements of his most intimate friends in this 
city [Springfield]. All of them with whom I hav conversed 
on this subject, agree in indorsing the statements of Mr. 
Herndon. Indeed, many of them unreservedly call him 
an Infidel. 

The evidence on this subject is sufficient, the 
writer says, to place "the name of Lincoln by the 
side of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, and [Ethan] 
Allen, of Revolutionary notoriety, as Rationalists ; 
besides being in company with D’Alembert, the 
great mathematician, Diderot, the geometrician, poet, 
and metaphysician; also with Voltaire, Hume, Gib- 
bon, and Darwin.” 

Referring to the Infidel book, written by Lincoln, 
the writer says: 

This work was subsequently thrown in Mr. Lincoln's face 
while he was stumping this district for Congress against the 
celebrated Methodist preacher, Rev. Peter Cartwright. But 
Mr. Lincoln never publicly or privately denied its authorship, 
or the sentiments expressed therein. Nor was he known to 
change his religious views any, to the latest period of his 

ife. 

The article concludes with these truthful words: 

Mr. Lincoln was too good a man to be a Pharisee; too 


great a man to be s sectarian; and too charitable a man to be 
a bigot. à 


Chambers's Encyclopedia. 

. Alden's American edition of * Chambers’s Eacyclo- 
pedia," one of the most popular as well as one of the 
most reliable of encyclopedias, says: 

He [Lincoln] was never a member of a church; he is 
believed to hav had philosophical doubts of the divinity of 
Christ, and of the inspiration of the scriptures, as these are 
commonly stated in the system of doctrins called evangelical. 
In early life he read Volney and Paine, and wrote an essay 
in which he agreed with their conclusions. Of modern 


thinkers he was thought to agree nearest with Theodore 
Parker (Art. Lincoln, Abraham). 


Encyclepedia Britannica. 
By whom the article on Lincoln in “Chambers’s 
Encyclopedia” was written, whether by one of Lin- 
ecin's personal friends, or by a stranger, I know not. 


In addition to the above, I cull from the sama 
work the following brief extracts : 

He lived in a remarkably formativ and progressiv period, 
and was in all matters fully abreast with his time. As a 
truthful thinker, he greatly excelled any of the statesmen of 
his day. f 

Lincoln, like Socrates, was a man so natural, so thought- 
ful, rational, and sagacious, that he clearly saw that the pop- 
ular traditional theology of his day and age was not religion. 

The truth is, this great champion of freedom was much 
more original and Pagan, than conventional and Christian. 
Love of goodness in every thing makes Socrates the central 
figure of the classic ages. Mr. Lincoln’s love of, and loyalty 
to, truth, to liberty and goodness, render his name equally 
illustrious in modern times. 


A Citizen of Springfieid. . 

A gentleman residing in Springfield, I!l., who was 
intimately acquainted with Lincoin from the time he 
located in that city up to the time he removed to 
Washington, a period of nearly twenty five years, in 
a letter dated Aug. 20, 1887, writes as follows: 

I will say in-regard to Mr. Lincoln’s religious views that 
he was not orthodox in his belief, unless he changed after he . 
left Springfield. He was heterodox—did not believe in the 
divinity of Christ—in short was a freethinker. Now I do 
not want to be brought into public notice in this matter. 

Int deference to this writer's request his name is 
omitted, and this omission destroys, to a great extent, 
the value of his testimony. It is inserted not be- 
cause it adds any particular weight to the evidence 
already adduced, but as a specimen of a very large 
amount of evidence of the same character that must 
be withheld simply because the persons writing or 
interviewed shrink from publicity. A chapter, yes, a 
volume, of this anonymous testimony might be given. 
At least a hundred personal friends of Lincoln, living 
in and about Springfield, privately and confidentially 
assert that he was an Infidel, but will not permit 
their names to be used. Twenty years ago a majority 
of them would not hav objected to their statements 
being published; but the relentiess war waged by 
the church against those who hav publicly certified 
to the facts, has sealed their lips. 

Henry Walker. 

I now present to the reader another citizen of 
Springfield, one who is not afraid to publicly ex- 
press an honest opinion. Mr. Henry Walker, who 
has resided in that city for many years, writes as 
follows concerning Lincoln’s religious belief: 

After inquiring of those who were intimate and familiar 
with him, I arrived at the conclusion that he was a Deist,— 
certainly not a Christian, unless he became one during his 
residence at the White House. 

There is à rumor current here that he once wrote an anti- 
Christian pamphlet, but his friends persuaded him not to 
publish it. - : 

Mr. Walker was not personally acquainted with 
Lincoln. His conclusion is simply based upon the 
information obtained from those who were acquainted 
with him. His statement, like the preceding one, is 
introduced not so much because of any especial 
value attaching to it ag mere testimony, but because 
it fairly represents the common sentiment of those 
who hav investigated this subjeot, and particularly 
those who are on familiar terms with Lincoln's old 
associates in Illinois. The knowledge of our anony- 
mous witness was shared by Dr. Smith and Mr. 
Arnold, and is shared by Mr. Edwards; the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Walker was the opinion privately 
entertained by Dr. Holland, it is the opinion pri- 
vately entertained by Mr. Bateman, yes, and unques- 
tionably the opinion privately entertained by Mr. 
Reed himeelf. 

Allen Thorndike Rice. 


_ The lamented Allen Thorndike Rice, whose brilliant 
editorial management of the North American Re- 
view has p'aced this periodical in the front rank of 
American magazines, in his Introduction to the 
“Reminiscences of Lincoln," says: 


The Western settlers had no respect for English tradi. 
tions, whether of Church or of State. Accustomed all their 
lives to grapple with nature face to face, they thought and 
they spoke, with all the- boldness of unrestrained sincerity, 
on every topic of human interest or of sacred memory, with- 
out the slightest recognition of any right of external author- 
ity to impose restrictions, or even to be heard in protest 
against their intellectual independence. As their life devel- 
oped the utmost independence of creed and individuality, he 
whose originality was the most fearless and self-contained 
was chief among them. Among such a people, blood of 
their blood and bone of their bone, differing from them only 
in stature, Abrabam Lincoln arose to rule the American 
people with a more than kingly power, and received from 
them a more than feudal loyalty. 


So eager is the church for proofs of Lincoln’s 
piety that the most incredible anonymous story in 
support of this claim is readily accepted and pub- 
lished by the religious press as authentic history. 
By this means the masses hav gradually come to 
regard Lincoln as a devout Christian. It is evident 
that Mr. Rice had these fabulous tales in mind when 
he wrote the following: 

Story after story and trait after trait, as varying in value 
as in authenticity, has been added to the Lincolnia, until at 
last the name of the great war President has come to bea 


biographie lodestone, attracting without distinction or dis- 
crimination both the true and the false. 


Robert C, Adams, 
The noted suthor, Capt. Robert O. Adams, of 
Montreal, Can., says: 


It is significant that in political revolution it is the Free- 
thinker who is usually the leader. Franklin, Paine, Jeffer. 
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son, Washington, were the chief founders of the American 
Repiblic, and Lincoln presided at its second birth. Mazzini 
and Garibaldi are the heroes of United Italy; Rousseau, Vol- 
taire, and Victor Hugo hav been the chief inspirers of Demo- 
cratic France (The New Ideal). 

Rev. Edward Eggleston. 

When Linsoln went to New York in the winter of 
1860, to deliver his Cooper Institute address, he had 
Occasion to remain over Sunday in thai city. At the 
suggestion of a friend, he visited the famous Five 
Points, and attended a Sunday-school where the 
spawn of New York’s worst inhabitants to the num- 
ber of several hundred were assembled. Importuned 
for a speech, he made a few remarks to the children, 
and the fact was published in the papers. The idea 
of this Infidel politician addressing a Sunday-school 
was so ludicrous that it caused much merriment 
among his friends at Springfield. When he returned 
home one of them, probably Colonel Matheny, called 
on him to learn what it all meant. The conversation 
that followed, including Lincoln’s explanation of the 
affair, is thus related by the noted preacher and 
author, Edward Eggleston : 


He started for ‘‘Old Abe’s” office; but bursting open 
the door impulsivly, found a stranger ip conversation with 
Mr. Lincoln. He turned to retrace his eps, when Lincoln 
called out, “Jim! What do you want?" '*Nothing." ‘Yes, 
you do; come back." After some entreaty Jim approached 
Mr. Lincoln, and remarked, with a twinkle in his eye, ‘‘ Well, 
Abe, I see you hav been making a speech to Sunday-school 
children. What's the matter?” ‘Sit down, Jim, and Ill tell 
you all about it.” And with that Lincoln put his feet on the 
stove, and began: ‘‘‘ When Sunday morning came, I didn't 
know exactly what to do. Washburne asked me where I 
was going. I told him I had nowhere to go; and he pro- 
posed to take me down to the Five Points Sunday-school, to 
show me something worth seeing. I was very much inter- 
ested by what I saw. Presently, Mr. Pease came up and 
spoke to Mr. Washburne, who introduced me. Mr. Pease 
wanted us to speak. Washburne spoke, and then I was 
urged to speak. I told them I did not know anything about 
talking to Sunday-schools, but Mr. Pease said many of the 
children were friendless and homeless, and that a few words 
would do them good. Washburne said I must talk. And 
so I rose to speak; but I tell you, Jim, I didn’t know what 
to say. Iremembered that Mr. Pease said that they were 
homeless and friendless, and I thought of the time when I 
had been pinched by terrible poverty. And so I told them 
that I had been poor; that I remembered when my toes 
stuck out through my broken shoes in winter; when m 
arms were out at the elbows; when I shivered with the cold. 
And I told them there was only one rule. That was, always 
do the very best you can. I told them that I had always 
tried to do the very best I could; and that, if they would 
follow that rule, they would get along somehow. That was 
about what I said " (Every-Day Life of Lincoln, pp. 322, 828). 

The foregoing is significant. Lincoln was not an 
advocate of Sunday-schools. He had probably never 
visited one before. As generally conducted, he re- 
garded them as simply nurseries of superstition. 
He could not indorse the religious ideas taught in 
them, and he was not there that day to antagonize 
them. As a consequence, this ready talker—this man 
who had been making speeches all his life—was, for 
the first time, at a loss to know what to say. He 
could not talk to them about the Bible—he could 
not tell them that “it is the best gift which God 
has given to man”’—that “all the good from the 
savior of the world is communicated to us through 
this book”—that “but for this book we could not 
know right from wrong"—he could not tell them 
how Jesus had died for little children, and all this, 
because he did not believe it. But he obeyed his 
own life-long rule, did the best he could under the 
embarrassing circumstances, and gave them a little 
‘wholesome advice entirely free from the usual Sun- 
day-school cant. 

. Rev. Robert Collyer, 

Robert Collyer states that Lincoln, just before he 
was elected president, visited the office of the Chi- 
cago Zribune, and picking up a volume of Theodore 
Parker’s writings, turned to Dr. Ray and remarked : 
“I think that I stand about where that man stands.” 

Rev. Jenkin Lioyd Jones. 

The Rev. J. Lloyd Jones, one of Chicago’s most 
elequent divines, in a sermon preached in All Souls 
church, Dac. 9, 1888, gave utterance to the follow- 
ing: 

Are there not thousands who hav loved virtue who did not 
accept Jesus Christ in any supernatural or miraculous fash- 
ion, who if they knew of him at all knew of him only as 
the Nazarine peasant—the man Jesus? Such was Abraham 
Lincoln, the tender prophet of the gospel of good will upon 
earth ; Charles Sumner, the great apostle of human liberty ; 
Gerrit Smith, the St. John of political reform; William El- 
lery Channing, our sainted preacher; Theodore Parker, the 
American Luther, hurling his defiance at the devils of big- 
otry; John Stuart Mill and Harriet Martineau—yes, to take 
an extreme case, the genial and over-satirical Robert G. In- 
gersoll, are among those who love goodness and foster no- 
bility, though they hav no clear vision into futurity and con- 
fess no other lordship in him of Nazareth save the dignity of 
aim and tenderness of life. 

Rev. John W. Chadwick. 

In an address delivered in Tremont Temple, Bos- 
ton, May 30, 1872, the Rev. John W. Chadwick, of 
Brocklyn, N. Y., referring to the proposed religious 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
said : 

Of the six men who hav done most to make America the 
wonder and the joy she is to all of us, not one could be the 
citizen of 8 government so constituted ; for Washington and 
Franklin and Jefferson, certainly the three mightiest leaders 
in our early history, were heretics in their day, Deists, as 
men called them; and Garrison and Lincoln and Sumner, 


Africa? Does history prove that their sense of jus- 


hav ever plundered and pillaged their weaker neigh- 
bors, and not only appropriated their land and 
| property, but in many instances treated them with 


certainly the three mightiest in these later times, would all be 
disfranchised by the proposed amendment. 


Lincoln could not hav taken the oath of office had such a 


clause been in the Constitution. 


Jons E. Remszure. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
———— 1 ——— 
‘Heathen or Christian— Which ? 
Doctor Livingstone, the great African explorer and 


Ohristian missionary, informs us that tribes in cen- 
tral Africa “hav such a nice sense of justice that 
they never encroach on the territory of each other.” 
Also that no man is afraid of being cheated, and that 
no man is cheated. That no precautions are taken 
to prevent theft and robbery, and that no theft and 
robberies are committed. Such is the moral status 
of a people whom our American Christians are try- 
ing to evangelize. 


How will the moral standing of 
Christian nations compare with these heathens of 


tice has been so nice that they never encroached on 
each other's territory ? From the third century, when 
the bloody Constantine emblazoned the cruel emblem 
of the cross on his battle flags, and nations were 
converted by the sword, and converts baptized with 
daggers at their throats, from this horrible epoch in 
the history of the world up to the present time, 
Christian nations hav never manifested the least 
sense Of justice toward each other ; but banditti-like 


the most relentless cruelty, according to the examples 
and commands of their Bible, and by the authority 
of “Thus sayeth the Lord of hosts.” Bloody, heart- 
less, and cruel conquest has been the means which 
Christian nations hav adopted to obtain their 
neighbors’ lands and property, and they adhere 
strictly to the principle that might makes right. 
History proves that Christianity has been the dire 
scourge of the ages, and well did Talmage say: 
“A red line runs through church history for near 
nineteen hundred years—a line of blood; not by 
hundreds of thousands, but by millions, we count the 
slain.” And yet the church with such a record— 
the curse of mankind, is industriously begging funds 
to send a set of pestilent, lazy, worthless missionaries 
to Africa, to pervert and deprave its justice-loving 
people by the propagation of one of the most loath- 
some systems of theclogy ever inflicted on the 
human race. Then remember these heathen African 
people never committed theft and robbery, and that, 
too, in the absense of all law to prevent it. How is 
it in our own Christian country of churches? Here 
we hav endless enactments punishing offenders 
against the right of life and property with fire, im- 
prisonment, and death, yet so strong is the tendency 
of our people to crime, that with all these fearful 
penalties, theft, arson, robbery, and murder are rife in 
our land. What is the matter? I answer, only the 
legitimate working of the laws of cause and effect. 
Church theology governs the masses. This is the 
trouble. Our penitentiary here contains within its 
walls, exclusiv of those leased out to owners of coal 
mines, over eight hundred convicts, and ninety-eight 
hundredths of them are believers in the Christians’ 
Bible, and when they committed the crime for which 
they are now suffering they no doubt felt consoled 
that “Jesus paid it all." 

O that we could utterly abolish Christianity from 
the minds of men, and substitute in its stead such 
African morality as Livingstone describes! But we 
are ever confronted with the self-evident fact that 
effects are infallibly true to their producing causes, 
and from this source we can alone reasonably expect 
relief. The Africans referred to are simply children 
of nature, and their minds hav rever been warped 
and depraved by the pernicious teachings of the 
Bible and church theology. The whole stream of 
human life in Christendom has been turned out of 
its natural channel by the influence of church super- 
stition. The Christians idea of a God as set forth 
in the Bible, would virtually shame a devil-worshiper. 
No description of grizzly ghost, fiend, imp, or devil 
in the record of Scandinavia’s hell is half so remorse- 
less, cruel, and revolting as the character of Jehovah 
as set forth in the Bible. A belief in such a God 
cannot but hav a brutalizing effect on the human 
kind. They are not only taught to believe in this 
God, who is a “God of battles,” a * man.of war,” 
whose “arrows are drunk with blood,” and whose 
“sword devours flesh," who declares that he would 
“sprinkle the blood of his creatures on his raiment,” 
and ‘stain all his vesture red,” end who pronounced, 
* Cursed is he that keepeth back his sword from 
blood,” and commanded his chosen people to butcher 
babes (“little ones"), and * rip up the mothers ;” and 
who crowned his deific infamy by consigning the 
truest and noblest of his earthly children to a never- 
ending hell of torment—I repeat, the Christians are 
not only taught to believe in this deific monster, but 
they are given a big send-off in a criminal direction 
by being made to believe that they themselvs are 
* children of wrath sold under sin ;’ condemned cul- 
prits guilty of the awful offense of eating an apple 


justice. 
lamentable, as the history of Christianity proves. 
Teach a man he is innately vile, without any power to 
do right, and he will never try to do right. 
next place, he is promised a release from his “ already 
eondoned" condition, noi on his own merit, but 
through the merit of another. 
impulse for right doing. He fully believes that his 
vices and crimes actually render him an object of 
deep solicitude with his heavenly father, while the 
ninety-nine other fellows who hav ever walked up- 
right and practiced virtue, are scarcely objects of 
notice at the heavenly court, where the angels frantic- 
ally shout themselvs hoarse over some old reprobate 
who made a halt in his depraved career simply be- 
cause he was afraid of being scorched by hell-fire. 
Then it further encourages and consoles these old 
eleventh-hour converts to learn from the “blessed 
word of God” that Noah, Lot, Judab, Jacob, Moses, . 
Joshua, Samuel, David, Solomon, and a score of other 
malefactors, perpetrated falsehood, theft, robbery, 
adultery, rape, incest, and murder, without in the 
least degree forfeiting the favor of the Bible God, or 
disqualifying themselvs to be men after his cwn 
heart. 


nearly six thousand years before they were born, with 
no power to do good, and with nothing to expect but 
a “ fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation,” when the “loving and meek Jesus” “ shall 
be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and obey not the 
gospel ”—the infamous gospel, based upon measures 


contradictory to fact and every principle of common 
The effect of this doctrin on man is most 


In the 


This deadens every 


Now it is evident that an acceptance of these doc- 
trins as true, is virtually licensing evil-disposed per- 


sons to commit crime. Many well-disposed people 


with good moral hereditary antecedents, find enough 
of heathen morality in the Bible to encourage them 
in walking uprightly, and are not particularly damaged 
by the doctrins above referred to. They are in the 
church because it is respectable in the eyes of the 
world, and because their ancestors were Christians, 
and on account of the social advantages it affords. 
They read in the Bible that “ God is love," but never 
realize that when he is represented as kind and 
merciful once, he is represented as a vengeance- 
gorged monster a hundred times. The bent of their 
natures being good, they would act uprightly in the 
church or out of it, Bible or no Bible. But it is the 
great mass of evil-doers, men and women who are 
under the influence of their appetites and passions, 
and whose inherited impulses are bad, it is this class 
that the total-depravity and Jesus-paid-it-all doc- 
trins license to do evil. It includes all our prison 
convicts, in fact or in prospect. These Christian 
theories are pernicious in their influence on all men 
and women who believe them, and hav not intellect- 
ual and moral brain sufficient to properly direct and 
safely guard the indulgence of their appetites and 
passions. And from this class all our vast army of 
criminals is recruited. The man or woman who 
inherits sufficient moral brain to restrain and pre- 
vent excessiv indulgence of the animal propensities, 
is on safe moral ground, in the church or out of it. 
The only danger with this class is, that a blind be- 
lief in religious dogmas may result in fanaticism, 
against which pure motive are no safeguard. Free- 
man, of Pocasset, who murdered his child, à la ` 
Jephthah, was no doubt a man of honest convictions, 
but meditating on the Bible and its horrible teach- 
ing so perverted his moral sense that he coolly mur- 
dered his innocent little girl under the impression 
that such an act was highly pleasing to the God of 
Abraham and Jephthah, whom he worshiped. 

While I would counsel a kindly spirit toward the 
unfortunate victims of the Christian superstition, I 
would at the same time wage an open, aggressiv 
war on their degrading superstition. We get no 
credit for advocating .compromise measures. In 
fact, there is no compromise-ground, not an inch, be- 
tween Secularism and orthodoxy, or truth and error, 
and as it would be unwise to sow wheat in a jimpson 
and dogfennel lot expecting it to germinate and ma- 
ture a crop, so likewise would it be useless and un- 
wise to try to instil Liberal ideas in a mind perverted 
and filled with the hideous and loathsome theories 
of orthodoxy. First let us rid the soil of noxious 
vegetation by the vigorous use of grubbing-hoe and 
driving. plowshare, and then sow our profitable 
grain. As a safety measure America must be Secu- 
larized, and it will take heroic measures and great 
sacrifice to do it. Let us be half as loyal to truth 
and liberty as the church is to.error and slavery, and 
the victory is won. A tractarian system ramified so 
as to reach every state and county in the Union 
would hasten the coming day. Men will read a 
tract in private, when they would not dare be seen 
at a public lecture on Liberal topics. Hundreds of 
us hav been working on this line for years, but only 
an organized force can expect to vanquish a well 
disciplined and equipped and ever vigilant enemy. 

Warren Sure. 

Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 28, 1889. 


———_—— 
Cunirixwrry diminishes the influence of woman. 
—. Neander, Hist. of the Church. 
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of President Westbrook as published in Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER of December 7th, and constantly bear in mind 
what the Secular Union is organized for. 

San José, Cal. R. H. Sonwarrz. 


—— &- di — —— — 
The Reason Why. 

We are astounded when we think of the thousands 
who hav been tortured and put to death because 
they were unable to fashion their minds according 
to the common mold prescribed by Christians. 

We almost hold our breath when we think that 
the minds of men could be so warped that they 
really believed that those who differed from them 
merited death by the most cruel means which could 
be inflicted. 

We are struck dumb when we think that so intelli- 
gent a man as Jonathan Edwards was could say that 
he could rejoice to see his wife and children and 
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The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
Thə following contributions to the American 


Secular Union hav been received during the month 
of December, 1889 : 


Toe k Pireddphi Pa oy 7: A Smith... 99 00 | dearest friends in hell if God willed it, and held that 
Joseph Wenzel, Wayland, Mich...........--«-««cccnnn 100| God would consign all to everlasting punishment 
Newark Liberal League...........« eee nnne 10 00 | who did not believe the same dogma. 


Wm. Trumble, Lincoln, Neb.....................ececeeeeetn 5 00 
O. Child, Moline, Ill. (two remittances of $5 each).... 

A Friend 50 
Clemens P. Berylson, Purdy’s Station, N. Y 
Wm. C. Smith, S. Corinth, N. Y 
Phil. A. Derr, Creston, Ia......... 


But it is all easy when we consider the influences 
under which the minds of men were shaped. 

First, they were taught to believe that one of the 
most inconsistent bocks ever written was written by 
the fingers of God. 

Second, that God was most pleased when the bar- 
barous practices commanded in that book were car- 
ried out. 

Third, that an eternity of bliss awaited those who 
were instrumental in enforcing those commands. 

Fourth, that there is nothing of importance attach- 
ing to this life, but that cur chief concern is to secure 
that blissful abode “ not made with hands, eternal in 
the heaven,” regardless of consequences here. 

Every intelligent person must see that when doc- 
trins so terrible in their consequences are thoroughly 
believed, and bécome fixed in the mind as eternal 
truths, the ignorance and brutality of the Dark Ages, 
and the superstition in New England times, must be 
the result. That as long as the black cloud of Chris- 
tianity hangs over the minds of the people, this 
world must be a “ wilderness of woe,” as the Chris- 
tian declares it to be. ‘He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved.” Only think of it. This is 
an unconditional promis. The pains of hell and the 
joys of heaven are made to hinge upon belief. No 
matter what is done in this life, this promis (to the 
Christian) secures a claim to heaven which no power 
ean annul. 

When a man believes that this world is of little 
importance, and that the mistakes, mishaps, and will- 
ful designs of men are of no consequence, what kind 
of a man must he be? 

Is it any wonder that our prisons are filled with 
Christians, and that so many get a send-off to their 
heavenly home from the hangman’s scaffold? Al- 
though a man may murder his own family and 
plunder his neighbors, and be guilty of rape, arson, 
and treason, although his sins may be like mountains 
and as black as night, belief and baptism are all that 
is required to pass him through the celestial gates 
and make him a fit companion for Talmage, “ Holy 
John,” Jesus Christ & Co. 

With a firm belief that this life is of little conse- 
quence—that the great concern of life is the here- 
after—with the fullest assurance that the way is 
opened for him to be eternally happy, so that there 
can be no mistake, must not such a man be naturally 
careless in regard to his acts in this life? There is 
a being held out to him, and he is told that he can 
and may shift all the consequences of his crimes 
upon this being. No matter how long or how deeply 
he had sinned, the blood of the savior cancels it all 
if he only believes and is baptized. That there is a 
way for a man to escape the consequences of his acts, 
is the most dangerous doctrin ever taught. It is 
like offering a premium on crime, and all good men 
should repudiate such teaching. 

Those who sincerely believe the Bible hav lost 
their senses and are beyond the reach of reason. 
Such men are not only a danger to themselvs, but 
are a dangerous element in society. 

The tendency of a system of religion which teaches 
that men may do wrong and then shift the responsi- 
bility on an innocent party is to produce a class of 
R snesks—too mean to be anything but Chris- 

ians. 

Will such teaching ever elevate the race? Is it 
not a bid on crime and ignorance—s ball and chain 
on the leg of progress? Will such teaching hav a 
tendency to lead men up to independent thought and 
heroic actions? : . 

Every man ought to be taught to conduct himself 
as if the eye of the whole world was upon him, and 
as if the welfare of the world hung upon every aot. 
Beware of any gystem of religion which degrades our 
common manhood. Every man is degraded when he 
is led to believe that there is a way for him to escape 
the consequences of wrong-doing. 

“He that believeth not shall be damned.” This 
passage of the New Testament assumes that belief is 
a matter of choice, a creature of the will. Absurdity 
elephantide! 

Ask Professor Holden if he can choose to believe 
that the earth is flat. Ask Colonel Ingersoll if he 
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F. C. Menner, Treasurer A. S. U. 
—— ia] : 
An Open Letter to Mr. Burnham. 


Dzar Str: You and I hav both been ministers and 
we know how common it is to assume and assert 
without proof. You say that in the congress of the 
American Secular Union held in Philadelphia “no 
deeper disgrace could be heaped on the cause . . 
chan the contempt shown in the last congress." You 
further say, “ There was a manifest disregard of all 
that hss been done and those that hav done it and 
the way in which it was done. The services of all men 
and women who hav borne the heat and burden were 
ignored entirely, while strangers to our cause, igno- 
rant of the first principles of our cause, and ministers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, were invited to do the 
work of the congress.” 

Now, the truth of this I flatly deny and call upon 
you for the proof. 

1. Dr. McGlynn and Rev. Mr. Savage took no part 
in “the work of the congress,” though the latter 
was one of the founders of the National Liberal 
League in 1876, and the former was an avowed advo- 
cate of secular schools before the American Secular 
Union was born! Was Mr. Wakeman of no account, 
and was it nothing that Mr. Washburn was only pre- 
vented by sickness from speaking? Moreover, there 
were more than a half dozen speeches made by Lucy 
Colman, Susan Wixon, Harry Hoover, Mr. Charles- 
worth, Jay Chaapel, A. C. Cotton, and last, not least, 
by Messrs. Chamberlain, Kirschner, and Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr. 

Was this to “ignore entirely” all good and faith- 
ful Liberals ? : 

2. I now call upon Mr. Burnham to point out one 
single item in the amended constitution of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, inconsistent or at variance with 
the National Liberal League, or the constitution of 
the American Secular Union as it stood before the 
Philadelphia congress. I also call upon him to point 
' out anything that was said or done by the congress 
in Philadelphia to justify the charges he has made 
against it. Now, Mr. Burnham, “no beating about 
the bush”—no quibbling, but come right down to 
honest work and answer categorically these ques- 
tions ! R. B. WESTBROOK, 

President American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 3, 1890. 


Less Carping. 
From Freethought. 

Let me say a word to Liberals. Are we Secularists, 
or hobbyists, which? I consider all this harsh oriti- 
cism in our ranks regarding others’ opinions and 
- their various shades of belief, whatever they may be, 
as absolutely detrimental to Freethought and Secular 
work. What belief others entertain is no one’s 
business so long as they fulfill their duties as Secular- 
ists by favoring and supporting Secular work. A 
true Liberal should be employed in better work than 
flinging sarcasm at those who entertain views differ- 
ent from his. All such clashing creates dissension in 
our Secular work and retards the progress of the 
Union. The question is not as to what you believe, 
but what are you willing to do for Secular work (the 
welfare of the human race) and #he American Secular 
Union? All who wish to promote these objects and 
help support the Nine Demands (which is the work 
of the American Secular Union), count them in, and 
stop this clashing and brewing dissension in regard 
to what opinions others entertain. It has no busi- 
ness in our Secular Union, or in our separate Secular 
work. Let us rise above it; then there will be no 
such word as fail President Westbrook has well 
said: “ If the movement for secularizing the state is 
kept on the narrow basis advocated by some of our 
friends, it would take ten thousand years.” It would 
be well for many Secularists to memorize the letter 


can will or choose to believe in the justice of eternal 
punishment. 


Ask the mathematician if he can choose 
to believe that two and two make five. 

The folly and outrageous injustice of this passage 
of the New Testament will be made to appear when 
it is proposed to send Professor Holden to hell be- 
cause he cannot believe the earth to be flat ; to roast 
Colonel Ingersoll eternally because he cannot see the 
justice of punishing one eternally for the sins com- 
mitted in this short life; to make a mathematician 
the companion of Old Nick because he cannot believe 
that the relation of numbers is a farce; to compel 
the beggar to be an eternal tramp in hell because he 
cannot believe that his half-dozen pennies are 80 
many doubloons. 

I sit quiet and silent, and something seems to 
awell within me with almost explosiv power because 
I can find no language to picture the terrible conse- 
quences of such teaching. The consequences are 
known only to the students of history. 

Is it any wonder that Christians hav cut out the 
hearts of helpless women who did not believe, when 
to them it was certain that God was only waiting to 
roast them in hell? 

“Believe” and be saved. “Doubt” and “be 
damned.”  DouDts are dangerous. You can believe 
if you will. If you go to hell it is your own fault. 

O my tender-footed brother Liberals, are you not 
afraid that somebody will be “shocked” if such 
consummate folly is held up to ridicule? Is it our 
duty to handle such holy nonsense gingerly and 
touch it only with velvet? O ye generation of in- 
vertebrates, hasten to get Heston's neck into a boot- 
jack. He may “shock” somebody. Joun Prox. 


—————— 9 995———————— 
Christmas and Other Slush. 

Said ex. Governor Long of Massachusetts, in Bos- 
ton, Sunday evening, December 15th, in eulogizing 
“The Pilgrim Fathers,” “I do not believe in looking 
upon them as a set of ascetics, ecclesiastical fanat- 
ics. . . . They came to found a New England home 
of freedom to worship God.” 

Yes; freedom for themselvs and death for all 
others who could not conform to their narrow big- 
ctry. Hear him again: “They were not perse- 
cutors.” 

Well, if they were not, they soon became such. 
The Pilgrims vasa m Plymouth Dec. 20, 1620, 
and driving Roger Williams from their colony in 
Boston only sixteen years afterward for the crime of 
being a Baptist, looks as if they were not persecutors ! 
Who put Quakers to death and hanged witches in New 
England? Was it Infidels? Did the Indians per- 
secute and kill the whites, or vice versa? Why will 
our orators, historians, and preachers thus falsify 
history? Away with it! 

Rev. H. Price Collier, of Brooklyn, N. Y., said on 
the same evening in Kings Chapel, Boston: *' When 
we want what God wants then prayer is answered.” 
Just so, if we admit God to be fate. We hav only 
to ascertain what will be, then pray for that, and 
God will hear and answer every time. “It is just 
because the law is inexorable," gaid he, *that we can 
pray to be adjusted to it. When Jesus prayed, ‘Let 
this cup pass from me,’ that was what God himself did 
not want. Therefore he was crucified and had to 
adjust himself to the law. If Jesus had only thought 
of this before he prayed, he would not hav had to 
pray at all, since God does as he pleases and never 
changes his laws for one of us,” says Mr. Collier. 
Indeed, he does not, and that shows the foolishness 
of prayer. Form good resolutions in your own 
strength, then keep them, and you will be better off 
than though you howled to all the gods in the 
universe. 

There was enough Christmas slush poured out in 
the Boston churches alone to hav made truth of a lie 
if it had been possible. I only asked myself, Can 
these men believe what they are saying—that a boy 
was born, as they pretend, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-nine years ago, in whom, if we believe, we 
shall be saved from a roasting caldron after we are 
dead? O cant and hypocrisy! Ye hav much to 
atone for, or else ignorance, stupid ignorance, is at 
fault. Can it be that Unitarians are thus ignorant? 

Said Rev. E. A. Horton: “The founders of the 
Puritan church were governed mainly by reason, 
righteousness, and reverence.”. I should say, in 
view of their zeal, they were governed by fanaticism, 
bigotry, and revenge; possibly ignorance lying at 
the bottom of the whole delusion and error. 

Said President Baldwin, of the Christian Union, 
* What holy and cheerful associations cluster around 
the Christmas season, which celebrates the birth of 
Christ?" Well may he say “celebrates,” for he must 
know that no such person or god was born on that 
day, or ever lived. 

Said F. G. Peabody, D.D., in Kings Chapel, “The 
three great sins which stand against the progress of 
a higher life, are faithlessness, restlessness, and self- 
ishness.” I should say they were dishonesty, intem- 
perance and immoralities of all kinds, with ignorance 
as the basis. 

Rev. Brooke Hereford, of Arlington street church, 
believes in being “of good cheer,” so he tells his 
hearers, “I don’t say that one may not go throught 
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ihe world without religion and still keep honest and 


kind, but the simple, sweet religion is such a help,” 


ete. Of course it is; now it has become popular, it 
will buy off almost any crime; but how was it when 
Jesus and his twelve had not where to lay their 
heads ? 

At Trinity church Rev. Philips Brooks, D.D., spoke 
of the Christian type of glory as being different from 
other types of glory ; as if you could hav a Christian 
sunset, or a religious river or mountain! He dilated 
on “the brutal arrogance of wealth” just as if his 
church and himself was not a wealthy corporation 
and he its owner or proprietor! He was sure the 
millennium would come, some time. Why should we 
complain of its delay— we were in such a hurry and 
God could wait so long?" Yes, God could wait four 
thousand years before furnishing & dear savior, with 
nillions dropping into a burning hell, and why need 
man be in such a hurry? Why could not he wait 
when he was the fellow to be burnt ? 

The church of the Immaculate Conception, of the 
Jesuit fathers; the cathedral of the Holy Cross; 
the church of the Advent, and all other Roman Cath- 
olic societies in Boston, as elsewhere, come in for 
their share of holy slush with thejr daughter, the 
Protestant renegade from the holy mother church. 
And who shall say, with all their cumbrous rites and 
ceremonies, that they hav less Bible authority for 
their disgusting flammeries than the Protestants? 
Both go to the same Bible, both believe in and pray 
to the seme Jesus-God; both believe in the same 
hereafter, with slight variations ; both equally con- 
demn heretics outside of their respectiv churches ; 
both sing with equal gusto: 

For in the royal David’s town, 

David's son is now come down 
To abide; 

In this babe the savior see, 

And the tidings glad shall be 
Spread far and wide. 


Barre, Mass., Dec. 26,1889. — Erra E. Gesso. 


to 


The Taxed and the Untaxed. 


One of the most able and successful business men 
and earnest Liberals of Washington, is George M. 
Boman, of Seattle, member of the central executiv 
committee for the convention to effect practical organ- 
ization of the Liberals of Washington, to convene at 
Seattle, January 28th, 29th, and 30;h. Realizing the 
need of prompt action to defeat the subtle schemes 
of the combined church organizations, and that 
delays are dangerous, he has anticipated some of the 
work of the organization. He commissioned Mr. 
Heston to design a cartoon to show most forcibly the 
gross injustice of exempting ehureh property from 
taxation, under the title of “Taxed and Untaxed.” 
And most ably has Mr. Heston filled the order. 

Then compiling * Words of Wisdom,” from the 
most distinguished statesmen and churchmen, he has 
had five thousand copies printed as leaflets, and 
I am helping in the good work by distributing them 
throughout the whole state, Mr. Boman paying all 
the cost. 

Mr. Boman desires that every Liberal in the state 
of Washington shall be supplied free with a sufficient 
number of copies to send one to each member of the 
legislature from their precinct ; and to supply copies 
to all intelligent Christian friends who will so send 
them. 

Each leaflet should hav written on it the name and 
address of the sender. 

Wherever Liberals can induce friends, not avowed 
Liberals, to judiciously circulate copies of the leaflet 
among Christians, they can be supplied, postpaid, by 
writing me the number of leaflets they require. 
There is no word in the lesflet that can offend Chris- 
tians, no intimation of its emanating from an Infidel 
source. Yet it is a wonderful educator, a grand 
thought- provoker. 

Mr. Boman, during the constitutional convention 
at Olympia, had handsome photograph copies made 
of the cartoon originally published in Tur Troura 
Seeger of the title, “Taxed and Untaxed,” and 
mailed a copy to every member of the convention, 
and it had a powerful influence in defeating the 
ehureh organizations in their endeavor to engraft ex- 
emption from taxation of all church property in the 
constitution. 

Now, with every member of the legislature deluged 
with this new “Cartoon Leaflet,” signed by voters of 
their respectiv precincts (a gentle hint that, if they 
fail to work and vote for right and justice, those 
voters will fail to work and vote for them next elec- 
tion), and with the more intelligent Christians thus 
educated on the facts, the victory for right and jus- 
tice is insured. 

Tf one man can thus accomplish so great and grand 
a work, what may we not effect when all the Liberals 
of this young giant state of Washington are effect- 
ivly organized? It would hav been impossible to send 
the leaflets throughout the state only for the initia- 
tiv work done by the Walla Walla Liberal Club to- 
ward organization. They obtained a list of names and 
addresses of all the Liberals of the state. 

There is great enthusiasm in regard to the conven- 


21 


tion, and an earnest purpose to effect real, practical 
organization. 

Now is the time for action—“ now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation." Salvation from 
the despotism and tyranny of priestcraft, from mis- 
representation, denunciation, hate, and ostracism. 
By the memory of the noble, brave hearts that suf- 
fered so much to secure for us the liberty we do 
enjoy, let us prove worthy of the priceless heritage 
of freedom. Let us unite in self-sacrificing endeavors 
to secure freedom for our children and earn the plau- 
dits of the world through all coming time, and, 
by our zeal and self-sacrifice, insure the eternal 
elevation of the “flag above the cross.” 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
HO 


Another Christian Forgery. 

The latest Christian forgery is a pretended procla- 
mation of President George Washington “given 
under my (his) hand and seal at the city of New 
York, the 3d day of October, in the year of our Lord 
1789,” appointing “ Thursday the 26th day of Novem- 
ber next" as a day of Thanksgiving. It appeared in 
oe Boston Herald, with the following editorial pre- 

ace : 

Just one hundred years ago next Thursday was observed 
our first national Thanksgiving day, its date being Thursday 
the 26:h day of November, 1789. 

The ironclad Infidel of Indianapolis, never suspect- 
ing the. gushing proclamation to be a forgery, has 
reprinted it, with & lame apology for “the father of 
his country, G. W." l 

The pious forger ought to hav agcertained that the 
26th day of November, 1789, was not Thursday but 
Friday. 

AN ARITHMETICAL DETECTIV. 

Mr. W. E. Brown says that according to an 
“Excelsior Perpetual Almanac” February 17, 1800, 
was Sunday. If the Almanac says so itis wrong. I 
hav a quick and certain method of ascertaining the 
day of the week for auy date this side of Anno Dom- 
ini 0. I clipped the “Arithmetical Curiosity” from a 
newspaper Dec. 31, 1882. It was credited to A. G. 
Palmer in the Terre Haute Gazette. 

The change in the calendar deducting ten days, 
was made by the pope in 1582. Burr. 


—— m 


Max Muller on Buddhism. 

During the stay of Prof. Max Müller in Glasgow, 
where he gave a series of lectures, a dinner was given 
in his honor. On this occasion the professor related 
the following incident: ‘Some years ago a Japanese 
gentleman, who was embassador at Washington, 
called at my home at Oxford to hav a half hour's 
conversation. I was just then esting my breakfast ; 


still I received him. What did he wish? ‘You are 
acquainted with all religions,’ said he. ‘I myself am 


an educated man and consequently in need of none, 
but our’ people in Japan may well want one. Teil 
me now, what religion shall we adopt? Pray, do 
not mention Christianity, for you know Christianity 
in Japan is too much mixed with polities, and the 
Christians hav proved themselvs to be very danger- 
ous Citizens, yes, even traitors. Consequently, there 
can be no talk about Christianity; but any other 
religion you please fo mention I will recommend.’ 

“T answered: ‘Your honor, you hav already a 
very good religion in Japan; you hav Buddhism. 
Try for once to be sincere Buddhists ; not outwardly 
only—not in ceremonies. Try to become what 
Buddha desired you should be. If you then should 
come to England, please call and let me know the 
results you hav gained.’ ”—Fritänkaren. 

eo 


That Damnation Business, 


When one complains, in the presence of a *be- 
liever," of the inequalities of human existence, the 
various bitter wrongs which hav no redress in this 
world, he is apt to be confidently assured that there 
is & better, where all will be righted. God, we are 
told, requires eternity to perfect his justice in. 

On the other hand, it is being continually dinned 
into our ears that, at death, man passes to final 
judgment, after which his state of weal or woe is 
unchangeable. 

Now, is this fair? God is supposed to be all-wise 
and all-powerful. Yet his government here is so 
disgraced by every species of wrong and confusion, 
as to amount to no government at all, but his apolo- 
gists claim for him the full benefit of a doubtful 
future, which would avail the devil just as well; 
while poor man, who really requires more time to 
‘learn the ropes” upon which his all depends, not 
being acquainted with “the nature of things” as 
God has been from all time, is allowed only just 
time enough to get his eyes Open, before he is 
damned for stumbling over obstacles this almighty 
tyrant has pitched him among.  . 

Mark you, were this poor man given another show, 
his conduct would, no doubt, show improvement, if 
not even yet perfection. But, no, this brutal tyrant 
makes unspeakable consequences hang on the instan- 
taneous sorrect solution of the riddle which he has 
been ages on ages constructing by a mere unprepared 
infant. 


What is the use of Universalists and Probation- 
ists harping on the pleasantness, or unpleasantness, 
of such a doctrin ; as though if we found it pleasant 
we could make it true, or, if unpleasant, make it un- 
true? We hear people talk about believing this or 
that doctrin, or disbelieving the other, as if it were 
nothing but a question of choosing a novel. There 
is very little solid reason displayed on either side. 
But, to my mind, the very fact—the most patent fact 
of all human life—that not only justice, but infinit 
perfection, cannot accomplish its work in one such 
brief stage as a human life, entirely disproves the 
existence of hell, and sets the absurdity of belief in 
damnation, eternal or otherwise, in a very clear light. 
If God has all eternity to reach perfection in, man 
has it, too. Hither they both hav it, or neither has 
it. Any God there is, must be just, since, without 
justice, he would not be God. If there is no God, 
of course the hell and damnation business falls to the 
ground in that case also. And all the miracles in 
the world, and all the old Jew books that ever were 
penned, would not shake my belief on this matter, 


any more than in the laws of geometry. BEDROCK. 
—— — — f ,9——————— ——- 


Piling up the Persecutions. 


Dear Mz. E. M. Macpouarp: Mr.Lennstrandisnow 
by Sues Hor&bt in Stockholm, sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment for blasphemy. This is only 
one of the three remaining undecided prosecutions. 
The months hav been doubled now and also the 
geometrical progression preferred. .By that rate the 
merciful authorities intend most likely the next time 
to add a year. Within a day or two, I am removing 
to Stockholm, to be able to work to moré purpose 
for Fritünkaren. 

Our feelings are lacerated on account of the suf- 
ferings of Mr. Lennstrand, but we are not depressed ; 
it will rather invigorate our energy. 

Carr. Orro THOMSON. 

Eskilstuna, Sweden, Dee. 19, 1889. 


————— — —9—,9— — — ——— 


James VINOENT, SR., makes a rather lame exposition of his 
attack through the United States court upon Medium Reid. 
Mr. Reid advertised to answer letters for $1. Mr. Vincent 
sent thirty-five cents, and further endeavored to seduce Mr. 
Reid from the path of virtue by holding out an implied 
promis of advertising patronage. Not obtaining a dollar’s 
worth of deception for thirty-five cents he laid the case be- 
fore Holy John, who had Reid indicted for fraudulent use of 
the mails. From Vincent’s own standpoint he had no ex- 
cuse for his action. pees a that spirits can communicate 
with men, he admits that Reid may be one of those through 
whom such Communications are made. That to his ques- 
tions no answer was returned is nothing against Reid, for all 
Spiritualists believe that the spirits cannot be ordered up at - 
all times, and the failure to obtain an answer may therefore 
be the fault of the spirits and not of Reid. Mr. Reid prob. 
ably put in thirty-five cents’ worth of effort, and so con- 
sidered that he had earned the money. Mr. Vincent now 


‘to defend his mean little action blossoms out as a full-fledged 


believer in governmental protection, and reasons about as 
brightly as would a man who should sue & saloonkeeper for 
selling him liquor to get drunk upon. His mind seems not 
to be strong enough to grasp the idea that if he had kept his 
money in his pocket Reid could not hav swindled him ; but 
he must hav the government step in to prevent him from 
making a fool of himself. But if Mr. Reid should resort to 
the tw quoque style of answering Mr. Vincent, the latter 
gentleman might himself be put in the prisoner's dock. Mr. 
Vincent advertises, and sends the advertisment through the 
mail, that he has answered the questions, ‘‘If a man die 
shall he liv again, and if so, how are disembodied spirits 
occupied ?" in his book. Now, Mr. Vincent can bring no 
more proof that he knows anything about the other world 
than can Mr. Reid. And a jury would giv no more credence 
to Mr. Vincent’s claim than they would to Mr. Reid’s. So if 
some one should send thirty-five per cent of Mr. Vincent's 
price for his humbug book to the office of Christna, and 
failed to get the book or any satisfactory evidence about the 
other world, the disappointed individual could as fairly go 
to Holy John and get Mr. Vincent indicted for fraudulent 
use of the mails as Mr. Vincent went to him in the case 
against Reid. The editor of Christna fails to see that these 
things are solely matters between two individuals, with 
which the general government has no business. And Mr. 
Vincent may liv to regret his advocacy of moral supervision 
of newspaper advertisments and books, for he proposes to 
write a book which he has been warned will come under 
Comstock’s notice. If he should, and Comstock gets after 
him, he will wish that he himself had never got after Reid. 
But if he makes his book so that Comstock cannot get him 
indicted for sending it through the mails, then is he fraudu- 
lently advertising it by allowing the impression to go out that 
it will be a trifle ** off color,” and thereby he brings bimself 
under the statute which he has applied to Reid. Mr. Vin- 
cent seems to be an irresponsible and unreasoning person. 


—— a9 —————————— 


Tar Catholic church authorities of Ontario recently found 
another way of fleecing their flocks. They purchased a bell 
for a church at Billing’s Bridge, and after it was hung set 
apart a day for blessing it. When the bell had been blessed 
and before the dismissal of the congregation, the ceremony 
was concluded by the ringing of the bell, first by the arch- 
bishop and clergy and then by members of the congregation, 
each ring being accompanied by an offering from the ringers. 
Bow many dollars they picked up in this way does not 
appear, but the bogus contributions of the archbishop and 
clergy probably led a good many laymen into making heavy 
donations. 

rogram of the Newark Liberal League for the remain- 
ue Sundays of this month is as follows: Sunday, 12th, Dr. 
Alex. Wilder, of Newark, subject, ‘‘ Cremation ;” Sunday, 
19th, Mrs. Dr. Huldah Gunn, of New York, subject, “ The 
Chinese Question ;” Sunday, 26th, John R. Charlesworth, of 
New York, subject, ‘‘Supernaturalism and Morality.” The 
League meets at its hall, Market and Halsey streets, at 
8 P.M. 
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Religious Feeling. 

It is generally supposed, and vigorously asserted 
by theologians, that man is separated from other 
vottebrate animals principally by his being possessed 
of religious feeling. That the assertion is entirely 
unfounded we propose to show in this paper. 

According to theology a human being consists of 
a body and an immortal soul, while according to 
science all beings endowed with a nervous system 
are composed of body and mind. The latter is again 
divided into two proximate components, feelings and 
the relations between feelings, of which the former 
are separated into two classes, peripherally initiated 
feelings, or sensations, and centrally initiated feelings, 
or emotions. 

But while the mental life of the invertebrates and 
lower vertebrates is as yet almost unknown to us, 
such is far from being the case with higher verte- 
brates, including man. From innumerable observa- 
tions made in physiology, psychology, and anatomy 
we hav by comparison and induction established as a 
scientific truth, that the difference in mental develop- 
ment existing between lower and higher animals is 
one of degree, not one of kind. The scientific 
demonstration of this truth caused an astonishing 
progress in psychology, which from being a part of 
philosophy has become a natural science, and as such 
founded on observation and classification of, and in- 
duction from, natural eventa. 

Ourselvs and our environments, near or remote, 
we are conscious of only through impressions made 
upon various parts of our nervous system, but just 
as the sensations arise all, directly or indirectly, from 
physical causes, so the ‘ultimate result of mental 
activity is invariably a succession of physical phe- 
nomena, which make themselvs manifested in a mus- 
cular activity that giva birth to physical events. 

It is a well-known fact that when one is subject to 
a very activ cerebral excitement, no matter whether 
this is caused by the multiform impressions resulting 
from both conscious and unconscious complex-reflex 
nervous action, as, for instance, i in case where a man 
is proposing and until he receives the lady’s answer, 
after which a return to the normal state gradually 
takes place, or whether the excitement is caused by 
intense study of one or another object, there is a 
corresponding increase of vascular action, and a 
larger quantity of blood passes during a definit time 
through certain parts of the vascular system. I say 
“certain parts.” It is only in those arteries and 
veins which are connected with blood-supply of such 
a part or parts as perform the extra labor that an 
increase is noted. Thus during sleep, whether nat- 
ural or artificial, the volume of the brain decreases, 
while that of the members, especially the forearm, 
increases, and vice versa in waking condition. 
we can safely conclude, what furthermore has been 
demonstrated by several eminent scientists, that 
the increase and decrease of a certain part or parts 
of an animal body is due respectivly to the expansion 
and contraction of blood-vessels. 

Now, every exertion, muscular or mental, requires 
the expenditure of a certain amount of vital energy, 
which is rendered by existing tissues, to the rebuild- 
ing of which the vascular system furnishes the 
necessary material, but if the general vitality is so 
low that the necessary amount of constructiv agents 
: cannot be furnished, or if the exertion is so pro- 
longed that the expenditure continues to exceed the 
income for a certain time, then the member contain- 
ing the seat of activity becomes tired, and the gen- 
eral lowering will by repeated mental exertion result 
at last in amnesia. Thus we see, that not alone all 
mental actions—hence, of course, religious feeling 
and emotion—are directly or indirectly due to phys- 
ical causes and result in physical events, but also that 
the sustaining force, the life- -giving principle, with- 
out which existence is impossible, is likewise depend- 
ent upon physical phenomena and composed of 
physical elements, as albumen, chlorides of sodium 
and potassium, protogen, phosphate of potash, etc. 
Hence it follows that no such thing as mental life, 
mental activity, as a part distinct from and independ- 
ent of material causes, is possible. Consequently 
matter is the alpha and omega, the first and last, as 
well as the very essence, of existence. 

“This may all be true,” I hear some Christians 


exclaim, “but religious feelings are not of the ordi- |- 


nary kind. They are the very essence of God made 
manifest to us through the Holy Ghost. Amen!” 
Is the Christian right? 1 fortunately being an In- 
fidel, my belief does not alone prevent me, but in 
fact compels me, to investigate ; hence it is my duty 
to inquire into the truth of every statement that 
comes in the form of authoritativ assertion, whether 
emanating from natural or supernatural beings. I 
ask the question, What is religious feeling? Not 
caring for a Christian, a non-scientific, explanation, 
we turn for information to more reliable authorities, 
and receive the answer that religious feeling is in 
_ cultivated beings of a very complex nature, and that 
. to seek its ultimate components we must leave the 
human spesies and inquire into the mental life of 
other vertebrate species. 

It has been asserted by men like Comte, Darwin, 
and Herbert Spencer that animals are capable of 


Hence | P 


fetichistic notions, and finally demonstrated by Prof. 
Tito Vignoli that all vertebrates do hav fetichistic 
ideas. The latter statement may be new to some of 
my readers, therefore it will be necessary to dwell on 
this point for a short time at least. 

According to statements made by travelers and 
missionaries, the fundamental trait of religions be- 
lieved in by savage tribes is that they work upon the 
mind of the believer almost solely by arousing his 
fear and dread. Furthermore, we know that the 
proximate sources of these religions are partly of 
astral and meteorological character, partly due tothe 
double meaning of words, to man’s tendency to 
attribute a consciousness like his own to ail things, to 
the universal existence of worship of the dead, and to 
echoes, visions, dreams, and shadows. So much 
being admitted, we hav yet to answer the question, 
what causes man to attribute personality to all these 
objects ? 

Animals as well as men communicate with each 
other and their environments through their senses, 
and they, like us, can perceive and do know the 
difference between animate and inanimate objects. 
Yet it must not be supposed that the latter are by 
the animal regarded as disconnected with his life 
governed by natural laws. Far from it. They lack- 
ing the analytical faculty, both * the actual and in- 
animate thing is,” says Vignoli, “presented to it [the 
animal] only by the intrinsic, peculiar, personal, and 
psychical quality of the animal itself,” hence every 
object, fact, and phenomenon of nature is by the 
animal vivified and animated. That is, it becomes a 
live being endowed with will and power. This being 
the case, we can easily understand how under certain 
circumstances even the most fame and genile 
animal or bird will hav an attack of fear when 
any unwonted object or noise suddenly appears 
within its vision or hearing. 

After reading Vignoli's excellent essay (“ Myth and 
Science,” International Scientific Series, Vol. xl), I 
resolved a year ago last summer to inquire personally 
into the same subject. I will however, not tax the 
readers patience with enumerating my various ex- 
periments, but will confine myself to a single one. I 
was at that time owner of a hound, which received 
his daily meals served upon a dark-brown plate. One 
day I did not feed the dog until evening, when, after 
heating the plate in ihe oven, I opened the door snd 
ealled him in. He proceeded with more than usual 
aetivity to the plate, burnt his nose and one paw, 
gave a yelp, and retired. I tried to coax him to 
renew his meal, but in vain; nor would he since that 
time eat from the above-mentioned plate. It is 
evident that he associated the ue sensation felt 
by him with the dark-brown pla ate, ascribing to it the 

ower of hurting him, but this supposition presup- 
poses that he through the external reflection and 
projection of his intrinsic and sentient faculty re- 
garded the plate as a living and acting subject. 

Thus we see that in the persons of animels is 
found a belief in the existence of will and conscious- 
ness in inanimate objects and phenomena. . And this 


‘belief is exactly the same as the one possessed by 


savage man, and it is only in virtue of his greater 
intelligence, his power of speech, and his ability of 
retaining ihe personality of the object in his memory 
—whereby it becomes the cause of hopes and fears so 
long as he livs—that he, mao, is capable of modify- 
ing, enlarging, and grouping the results of his men- 
tal activity and thus creating a religion. 

When man had arrived at that standpoint of men- 
tal development which enabled him through his 
anthropomorphistic and anthropopathie tendencies to 
endow every physical object with personality and 
make it subject to human joys and passions, he nat- 
urally sought to appease by prayers and offerings 
such object, or god, who, as he imagined, was evil or 
destructiv in his manifestations. And thus was laid 
the foundation of religious worship, which therefore 
is nothing but a simple recognizance of some power 
external to the individual. But the extension of this 
recognizance not being strictly defined, it follows 
that it is subject to oscillations. The extent is deter- 
mined in every particular age by the opinion of each 
individual believer, yet at the same time it is exter- 
nally subject to the interests, hence guidance, of cer- 
tain classes or persons. 

Now, in this recognizance of a supernatural being 
of undefined power and obscure characteristics lies 
the curse of religious feeling. It ia this dread of him 
or it that bas caused every religious persecution ; 
that bas directed and yet does direct the hostility of 
the believer in supernatural religion against science 
and her votaries. It is it which exterminated the 
Moors in Spain ; which stripped naked the beautiful 
Hypatia and swung Peter the Reader's club. It is it 
that applied the fagot on occasion of every 4 uio.dé- 
f$; that sent thousands of innocent women to the 
atake for witchcraft. And itis it which gave birth to 
the eruelties of the duke of Alva, to the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew, and to the Thirty Years’ War. 
Hence, it can truthfully be asserted that when Chris- 
tian religious feeling reaches a certain, and a nof very 
great, intensity, it becomes decidedly negativ, purely 
destructiv. 

But even in animals and savage man the religious 
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feeling i8 not made up cec MduA C o ge m cim LM m fear solely. "There are 
other natural factors, principally social instincts. 


To the dog's love of his master’s approbation, to his 


shame when caught in an unlawful act, we hav a par- 
allel in man’s regard for the supposed wishes of his 
particular deity, and in the esteem in which he holds 
the good opinions of his fellow-men, and his shame 
and repentance. In fact, it can be said that what the 
deity is to man, the master is to the dog, and that the 
attitude of dog toward dog is like that of a savage to 
his fellow-beings. It cannot be denied that there isa 
vast difference between the moral and religious feeling 
of a cultivated Christian and those of adog. But this 
is solely due to the greater mental development of 
the former, and it cannot be disputed that the differ- 
ence is greater between an educated, rational Cauca- 
sian and a member of certain savage tribes, than 
between the latter and a dog. The claim that man 
is the only animal capable of having a moral sense 
or conscience is, I think, untenable. We know that 
other snimals are in possession of a distinct self- 
consciousness and are capable of reflection ; and it is 
this latter characteristic which constitutes the 
principal component of conscience. This moral 
sense becomes in time, through the belief in the influ- 
ence of a supernatural being, to be associated with 
the religious feeling, and, like this, is supposed to 
emanate from the deity in some, to the believer, 
always mysterious way. It is to this infusion of nat. 
ural morality into religion that is due the powerful 
hold of the latter over the views even of intelligent 
people. And yet it is proved by daily experience 
that morality is in no way dependent upon religious 
belief. And what is more, we hav ample and trust- 
worthy evidence that among the Lepchas, Dhimáls, 
and other kindred tribes who possess no belief in a 
supreme, beneficent spirit—who hav no heaven, no 
hell, but with whom death ends all—is found a “‘sin- 
gular forgiving of injuries,” pure morals, and a love of 
truth, the equal of which no nation since its embrace 
of Christianity has ever possessed. 


The most prominent feature of the Christian relig- 
ion is its demand for complete submission to the 
will and wishes of the deity. Hence ever since the 
time of Christ Jesus it has been, * Nevertheless, not 
my will, but thine, be done.” The anti-social char- 
acter of this sentiment I hav already pointed out, 
and I will therefore confine myself to its influence 
on the mental state of the individual. 

In rational beings consciousness is only a succes- 
sion of nervous shocks, which, following each other 
at a very rapid speed, are continually changing in 
intensity, and thus, by their unlike modes, producing 
the unlikeness among feelings. But the rationality 
is not of the same degree in all beings. In some 
persons the feelings, emotions, and passions are de- 
cidedly predominant, this principally among the fair 
sex. In others, reason has considerable power, and 
it naturally follows that those of the first-mentioned 
class are most susceptible to such impressions as ap- 
peal to their emotional nature. Now, supernatural 
religion does appeal solely to the emotions of the 
individual; never, since the truth of its assertions 
eannot be demonstrated, to his reason. Hence, insg- 
much as we know that the exercise of a certain, in 
this case already highly developed, faculty, increases 
its strength, and at the same time, by its greater de- 
mand for nutrition, deprives other parts of it, which 
thereby are, at least for a time, arrested in their nat- 
ural development, it is evident that the mental equi- 
librium becomes lost, and will and conscience are 
rendered comparativly weak when contrasted with 
instincts, desires, and passions. The individual has 
become a hysteric. And I do assert, and without 
fear of contradiction, that nine out of every ten fer- 
vent Christians are hysterical subjects. Follow me 
to the nearest camp-meeting or revival and you will 
not fail to perceive at least one individual whose up- 
turned face shines with rapturous joy. She neither 
hears nor sees her surrounding fellow-worshipers. 
Touch her, she does not feel it. She went to the 
meeting that she might discover the road to heaven, 
and now she is on one of the many paths that lead to 
the lunatic asylum. 

While in eostasy we see only the result of impaired 
will, we hav in hallucinations a primary state of dis- 
solution of personality. In a normal state there ex- 
ists a correspondence between the mind and the ex- 
ternal world. In hallucinations this correspondence 
does not exist; it is destroyed by the distortion and 
dislocation of certain elements of consciousness, 
which thereby become objectiv and endowed with 
independent existence. The Christian hallucinate 
hears, sees, and feels the presence of one or another 
heavenly being. Before leaving the subject, I will 
mention a certain abnormal mental state which I 
find has been only slightly noted. This state, which 
I will call “partial hallucination,” we frequently 
meet with, and always in persons of apparently good 
mental health. The primary cause of this state is, I 
am sure, physical. 

The partial hallucinate is remarkable for her love 
for Jesus. Whence this great, this unnatural love! 
There is in every person a certain amount of affection, 
which, when caused by circumstances not to follow 
ita natural outlet, will seek some new channel, which, 
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if the individual is emotional, will be an imaginary | that this faith or “these ideas are grand enough to | 
being, who forthwith becomes an idealized reproduc- | mske every good man wish them true.” Then why, 
tion of the original but unattainable object. Ohris- | the Spiritualist asks, do you want to take this com- 
tianity furnishes two excellent subjects round which | fort, these grand ideas, from us, and leave us with- 
affections can be misplaced, Christ Jesus and the | out all that consolation they afford? 
Virgin. Look around and you will see that such| Believers in popular grades of spiritualism in the 
extreme lovers of Christ and Mary are found in the | church and out of it cherish their “grand ideas” and 
ranks neither of happy wives nor of happy mothers, | indulge in them at interludes to mitigate their sor- 
but in girls that suffer from disappointment in love; | rows in passing through “this vale of tears.” 
nor among men that glory in the name of husband There are many fanciful and ingenious forms and 
or father, nor among students or well-educated per- | types of spiritualism. They are offshoots and spu- 
sons, but among soft-minded young men, among | rious developments, spots, or morbid outgrowths 
members of the Young Men's Christian Association. | from the one original philosophie root. 

This idealistic love will affect the nervous system.| The fervid imagination of priest and prophet, of 
Mental disorders will follow. The nerve tubes and | bigot and enthusiast, of the “spiritual” guides and 
cells will undergo a process of degeneration, causing | religious leaders cf the ignorant multitudes, hav 
at last the latter to disappear. In short, the un-|invented and are responsible for all the spiritual 
- happy individual will become a sufferer from pro-|folly and absurdities that beleaguer and bewilder 
gressiv amnesia. society. 

Yea, the ways of the Lord are many and wonderful. That there is one real and true epirituslism which, 
Then, he has many other paths over which he sends |in its primitiv simplicity, is formulated, believed, 
his worshipers to the lunatic asylum as thanks for | and taught by the philosophers and wise men of ali 
their devotion to and love for him. I might point | nations, isan undoubted truth. It is one of the post- 
out several such; for instance, the one that is found | ulates of science and philosophy that nothing in 
in the relation of crime to insanity, but space will | nature is lost—that the formes of matter change only; 
not permit it. Yet before closing this essay it will | that the properties, endowments, or vital forces that 
be necessary, in order to know the full extent of our | animate it are innate, and by conservation of energy 
heavenly father’s love, to see how the religious feel- | cannot perish but are immortal and reproduced in 
ings of parents influence the mental state of their | new forms of life. So that in the death and dissolu- 
progeny. tion of the body there is really nothing lost either 

Any person acquainted with the laws of heredity | of the matter or of the vital force or spirit that ani- 
kaows that through direct heredity any trait, phys- | mated it and was manifested through it. The phys- 
ical or mental, can be transmitted from parent to | ical, mental, and moral influence of a living being is 
child, and that through reversional heredity, or | impressed indelibly and eternally on existences. 
atavism, a child can resemble a remote ancestor, or | They may not be specifically recognized, nevertheless 
even a distant member of a collateral branch. they remain in some measure and are working them- 

We hav seen how religion, by increasing the | selvs out, often so definitly in offspring, in attitudes, 
strength of the emotional faculties, lowers the gen- | postures, modes of thought and feeling, of habits of 
eral intelligence and very frequently produces, as a | action and conduct, as to bring vividly in view the 
perusal of the daily newspapers proves, even insanity. | life or spirit of the deceased parent. So that we can 
Now, there is a time, which begins at the appearance | truly say that the spirit of the parent is present 
of the first mental disorder and ends when the person | impressing the cffspring. 
is discovered to be insane, during which he is at full| While the corporeal form passes away, or is trans- 
liberty. The person can marry and hav children, | muted, and is forever gone from the outward vision. 
and, owing to the strong sexual appetite which is an | the accumulated wealth of spiritual power inherited, 
eminent characteristic of idiots, there will probably | as transmitted from a succession of ancestors, is 
be many of them. Hence the evil is increased. | preserved and bequeathed as a legacy from genera 
Then, these children will all possess the germ of the | tion to generation eternally. This immortal, spirit- 
same sfiliction the parent suffers from. It may come | ual legacy is not the inheritance of the one family 
to light soon, but seldom does before middle age is | alone, but ramifies in snd permeates society in 
reached, and they hav had the chance to transmit | a degree that is limitless. In this sense the epirit of 
the same germ. Sometimes the germ may be latent, | man not only livs, but is immortal. In this sense the 
and the mental disorder first appear in the third | spirit of a deceased person is recogniz:d as being 
generation, and then, perhaps, since it is liable to | present with us. 
transformation, in a different form. Convulsions, When thrown into an abnormal state by surren- 
for instance, may become hysteria. dering our will or self-assertion to the influence or 

Is there no remedy whereby this evil can be exter- | to the conditions, we hear, see, and fee] many strange 
minated? Can we not isolate, and perhaps destroy, | manifestations. 
those brain-cells which are the seat of religious feel- In the foregoing Brother Peck may see that I am 
ing? I think not. Even if we could destroy such | a Spiritualist, but I am not going to gratify him by 
cells, new ones would be built right away. The | telling him “where it (the spirit) is located ; whether 
germ is in the organization of the person. Then, | ia the brain or nerves or heart or stomech.” Neither 
religious feeling is not a simple but a very complex will I tell him ** whence did it come.” Nor will I an- 
feeling, and to put an end to its existence we would | swer &ny. of his taunting, trifling, impertinent ques- 
hav to rearrange and redistribute the different | tions. If any other Spiritualist feels it is his duty 
states of consciousness, which is an impossibility. | to descend to such a task, if he does not implicate 
But we can, by giving our children a scientific | me, I will not interfere. But if Brother Peck and 
education, by keeping them outside the influence | intelligent Spiritualists would engage in the task of 
of religion, by teaching them ethics in place of purifying Spiritualism of all its spurious elements, 
theological morality, at least arrest the development | its corruptions, of the falsehoods and follies that hav 
of the religious sentiment and perhaps direct their | been engrafted on to it, that hav made it a misnomer 
hopes, their love, and their energies in other, and to | and monstrosity, they would do humanity an invalu- 
mankind more profitable, channels. And let our | able service. 
own lives be in conformity with the dictates of| We owe the crude, empirical, personificatory theo- 
reason and the laws of nature, for on physical health | ries of Spiritualism, not to the Jews, but to the Greeks. 
depends mental development. Gustave Nxrsow. | Their literature is charged with demons, gods, ghosts, 

Forestport, N. Y. and spirits. Our language, literature, theology, and 

e religion hav largely been derived from them. They 
To Any Infidel. had abcut all the learning, the wisdom, and civil- 


ization in Europe at one period. 
John Peck, like many other believers and unbe-| We are indebted to them for much that we retain 
lievers, seems to hav rather gross, vulgar, and sensu- 


that is sacred to us because of its antiquity. Our 
ous ideas of Spiritualism. But such conditions of | New Testament is the source and authority for much 
mind are nothing new or disappointing, for the 


that is called Spiritualism. We derived this litera- 

masses of the people are and always hav been in that | ture from them. They honestly put into this record 

predicament. the prevailing faith of the more ignorant Greek 
I presume Brother Peck knows better, or is not so 


writers, to adapt it to the undeveloped minds and su- 
ignorant as he affects, but for the purposes of inquiry | perstitious fears of our barbarian European ancestors. 
and discussion assumes this attitude to perplex and 


We hav this as our sacred literature. Shall we believe, 
worry this sincere but deluded and misguided class 


or be damned? 
of honest believers. The church is built on this Greek faith, as taught 
He is rather severe, if not cruel, in putting their 


in “holy writ.” Modern Spiritualism is but a modi- 
faith to such rigid tests, by asking them such tough | fied, yet faithful, offspring of this ancient mother of 
and knotty questions, when he knows they cannot | our holy religion. Why should we ridicule or criti- 
answer them, and thus driving them mercilessly to 


cise them for their fidelity to this holy faith trans- 
the wall and leaving them there helpless and defense- | mitted from their fathers? The more divided the 
less. 


believers, the more discussion. If we will giv them 

Brother Peck was, no doubt, at one period of his | time they will expose and explode each other's errors 
life a believer or follower of some sort of spiritual-| and rectify themselvs. Let us enlighten them and 
ism. He has had a very fortunate childhood if he| not torment them with such exacting demands. They 
escaped all lessons and influences of this kind. And 


hav not been taught to answer such questions, and 

it should make him the more charitable and tender | they feel it irreverent to ask them. All this myth- 

toward those who became victims of the spirits and | ological Spiritualism commends itself to the faith, 

cannot rid themgelvs of their beliefs. not to the reason and intelligence. Brother Peck, do 
May I remind him that no one of us is wholly 


lly | not ask us too much. Giv us a rest. 
responsible for his belief or unbelie:? He admits T. E. Lowasnonr. 


The Clergy at the Secular Union Congress. 

I hav waited some time to see: the discussion 
of the movements of the American Secular Union. 
In Tue True Sexxer of November 30th is an article 
by Mr. J. H. Burnham, who uses some very strong 
and unnecessary language in describing the actions 
of the Congress. Arguments are desirable and de- 
bate is necessary, but epithets and ribaldry are 
neither. 

The gentlemen—clergymen, if you please—who 
spoke on the platform of the American Secular 
Union, supported the movement by their addresses, 
oratory, power, preserce, influence, and ability. I 
should like Mr. Burnham to demonstrate wherein this 
was “bowing and cringing at the feet of clerical 
impudence.” Then think of “a call formulated in the 
terms of distress.” Is not ecclesiasticism and church 
power distressingl]y apparent? Is not the exemption 
of church property distressingly common? Is not 
the power of the Catholic priesthood in suppressing 
our public schools distressingly apparent? And 
has not the apathy of tke Liberals been a dis- 
tressing circumstance? There are people who are 
pleased to call themselvs Christians who hav 
opinions of their own, believe in church taxation, 
in keeping religion out of the public schools, and take 
the liberty of differing with the minister and the 
Bible, and are honest, and are therefore desirable in 
he)ping to giv our cause momentum. 

Mr. Burnham’s idea seems to be that the American 
Secular Union is in existence for the destruction of 
the Christian religion and superstition. I hope this 
is not so, but I also hope that this will eventually be 
accomplished by different societies and means. Mr. 
Burnham also shows some signs of hero-worship in 
his reference to “our honored dead.” The dead hav 
ro vote in the Congress of the American Secular 
Union—although they hav labored well, and accom- 
plished much in their way. 

Mr. Charlesworth has a very good article in Tux 
Trora Szexer of Decemberl4th. He “apparently” 
understands the policy and objects of the American 
Secular Union, but he wants the Union to be a relig- 
ious iconoclast, and fight the Christian religion and 
obliterate it with all its appurtenances. Then. he 
supposes a committee composed of “ Christians and 
Secularists,” “a Secular member rises to propose 
that a portion of the Union's funds shall be employed 
for the extension of Secularism, and as a means 
to such end he advises to send about the United 
States individuals whose business it should be to do all 
in their power to expose the errors of Christianity 
and establish the truths of Secularism.” That mem- 
ber should be promptly saton. I should vote against 
his proposition, and it would be the duty of each 
member to do s0, or vice versa. 

Mr. Charlesworth defines a Christian, but I fear he 
could find few that would acquiesce to his ideas as to 
what constituted a Christian. He must remember 
that people are no longer the slaves and automatons 
they once were, and that some refuse to be kept in 
an orthodox strait-jacket; are honest, courageous, 
and pleased to define themselvs Christians. There 
are Others that believe the church has a good in- 
fluence over its ignorant members, who do not call 
themselvs Christians. This class is by no means 
small, but never forget that the struggling poor must 
help pay the taxes of the churches. 

D. C. Wismer. 


— —9-4———————— 


To Liberal Women. 

NATIONAL LIBERAL WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION. 

Arrangements hav been perfected for organizing a 
Women’s Liberal Association of a national character. 

1. Women’s political enfranchisement progresses 
slowly because women of the present national 
societies hay ceased to take advance steps—are in 
fact retrograding. This conservativ tendency, no- 
ticeable for some time, has at last reached a point 
where a new and advance society should be inau- 
gurated. Its needs are imperativ. 

2. The efforts made by Catholics and Protestants 
alike—the Christian party in politice—to unite 
church and state by means of legislation and amend- 
ments to the federal Constitution, are proof of an 
impending crisis in political affairs, which needs ex- 
treme watchfulness on the part of Radicals to pre- 
vent the destruction of such liberty as we now 
possess. One of the most efficient aids of this party, 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, at its 
recent Chicago convention adopted resolutions in- 
dorsing the “God in the Constitution ” plan. 

Many women of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
rance Union we believeto be ignorant of the intentions 
of the leaders, and should be warned of the danger 
of their course to free institutions, and to all liberty 
both political and religious. ] 

For these and similar reasons, women interested 
in the purposes mentioned are invited to unite in a 
national society, whose initial convention will be 
held in Washington, D. C., Feb. 24, 25,1890. 

Persons in sympathy with this object are invited 
to correspond with me. I will receive contributions 
in furtherance of the movement. Editors are invited 
to notice this announcement. 

Fayetteville, N. Y. Marpa Josuxs Gace, 
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Why Hugh O, Pentecost Left the Church, 


Send 25 cents for a copy of the Annual; and please 
renew your subseripiion to The Trutli Seeker, 
to ——————— 


The Pictures. 

Those who hav sent lists of subscribers to aid in 
defraying the expenses of the pictures will find their 
communications printed in the “Letters from Friends,” 
either in this issue of the paper or in forthcoming 
issues &8 soon a8 space permits. As yet the number 
sent falls very far below the number necessary, but 
our friends are doing well, and if the names continue 
to come for a few more weeks as numerously as they 
hav during the past week we shall be able to keep 
Mr. Heston's pen busy and provide him something 
to eat three times a day. 

In addition to the new subscribers sent, we find 
pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of the sub- 
joined sums as donations to “help continue the 
pictures :" 


Arthur I. Flint.......... & 00 5 Magenheimer......... $1 00 
E. N. Dunckel............ 1 00| D. M. Angus. ............ 50 
F. D. Wright. esses. 1 00| William Hart............. 3 00 
A. Laurie Sailor......... 1 00, L. W. Tatus............... 1 00 
Samuel Gray............. 1 00| Fred Koezly....... 2 00 
Newton Whitehead.... Thomes Knight 50 
J. R. Perry...... 1 00 
R. E. George... 50 
R. Butterfield 20 00 
John Kane... wwe 175 
J. Mahara.................. 1 00 


Mr. W. L. Johnson and Mr. L. DeWitt Griswold 
each promis $3 over the subscription price if the 
pictures are maintained. Our old friend, R. Butter- 
field, in sending his bright silver note, says : 

“Sacramento, CAL., Dec. 30, 1889. 

t DEAR Sres: I am sorry to learn that the Truth Seeker 
Company are so much in need of help to enable them to 
carry on the work of publishing Tae TRUTH SEEKER. It 
would be a great backset to the cause of Liberalism if the 
journal is discontinued. There would be great rejoicing in 
the orthodox camp over the death of their greatest enemy. 
I do not believe the friends of Freethought will allow Tux 
'T&uTH BEEXZER to die for want of proper nourishment. 

“ I will be one of five hundred to donate $20 per year unti 
the company can stand alone. Inclosed find $20, silver note, 
to support Tux TRUTH SEEKER and Heston's pictures. 

** Yours truly, R. BUTTERFIELD.” 

Our friend De Lespinasse, of Orange City, Iowa, 
sends us $5 and says: 

"In the begging line you are N. G.—[which we hav 
learned from our Devil means ‘no good’]. You had better 
hire old Putnam for three months. He knows how to get 
hold of the shekels.” 

We congratulate our esteemed contemporary upon 
the possession of so valuable a faculty ; but if he is 
go successful he will probably not hire himself out. 
And as to his being old, we warn Dr. De Lespinasse 
that for intimating such 8 thing he will be obliged 
to flee the wrath to come when youthful Mr. Putnam 
wends his way eastward. Thirdly, we are not beg- 
ging. When Mr, Heston was engaged, two years 


ago, we said that without a larger number of sub- 
scribers the additional expense would be greater than 
the paper could bear. The first year, our friends 
gave us the necessary increase. The second year 
efforts slackened, and the burden fell upon the paper. 
Unable to stand it, we simply ask our friends what 
they will do about it. The Cause is theirs as well as 
ours. The pictures are an effectiv weapon in fighting 
for that cause; if they desire to continue its use, it 
is but a slight thing for five hundred of the many 
thousands of readers of Tus Trurs Szzxer to obtain 
an additional subscriber. Many, as the responses 
show, can obtain four or five. We are not begging 
at all, but simply furnishing value for money received. 

Here is some more encouragement. The author 
of ‘Try-Square,” a book advertised on page 29 of 
this issue of Tae Truru SEEKER, makes this generous 
offer : 

“I notice that the Editor of Taz Trura SEEKER wants 
500 new subscribers immediately. To assist in obtaining 
them, I hereby tender to the Truth Seeker Company five 
hundred copies of the book called ‘Try-Square, or the 
Church of Practical Religion,’ to be given as premiums to, or 
for, new subscribers, who subscribe and pay the regular 
price for TEE TRUTH SEEKER for one year, within sixty days 
from the first announcement of the offer in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. One copy of the book to be given to every volun- 
teer subscriber, and one to every old subscriber who pro- 
cures a new one at the regular price of $3." 

This is a valuable offer. The book is handsomely 
bound in cloth, and sells for $1. It is worthy of the 
good opinion and patronage of Liberals, and we 
warmly urge our friends to avail themselves of the 
offered premium within the next sixty days—to March 
11th. The aim of the book is to encourage organiza- 
tion of Liberals. The author (who desires to remain 
in seclusion) sees the vast power wielded by the 
churches, due to their perfect organization, reaching 
into every neighborhood; and he sees also a nearly 
equal number of people of Liberal tendencies nearly 
without power or influence for lack of such organiza- 
tion. In his book he seeks to encourage and show 
the way to organization. There is enough of narrativ 
in the book to giv the readers a personal acquaintance 
with the characters depicted, and cause them to 
follow the attempt to found a church without super- 
stition with more than a critical interest. We hope 
to be able to use the five hundred copies as the 
author wishes within the next sixty days. 

We thank Mr. Butterfield heartily for his munificent 
gift. Ifwe had such a fund as his proposal would af- 
ford, what a rattling of the dry bones of orthodoxy we 
could cause! May the other 499 be speedily found! 
And thanking, also, the author of ** Try-Square,” and 
the other friends whose exerfions hav added to our 
subscription list, and whose generosity has helped 
materially in our néed, we ask all patrons and good- 
wishers to consider some one of the methods of aid 
suggested in this brief statement and do for us what 
they can do best. 


———— — —9 +e 
The Sabbath Union's Report. 


It is said that Colonel Ingersoll once said that 
when he undertook the conduct of a law case he 
cared less to know what his client could prove than 
he did to know what the other fellow could prove. 
Understanding that, he was ready for business. As 
we believe Colonel Ingersoll to possess great com- 
mon sense as well as great oratorical gifts, the state- 
ments made in the “advance sheets of addresses on 
the civil Sabbath, by Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, secretary 
of the American Sabbath Union,” will probably be 
learned with interest, and with some glee, by the 
readers of Tre Trura Srzxzr. With interest, to 
know what the other fellow has done; and with 
glee, because he hasn’t done more. 

“No other year of the last twenty-five,” begins 
Mr. Crafts, *has seen so many petitions against 
Sunday work, the organization of so many Sabbath 
associations, the fighting of so many brave battles 
against Sunday saloons, the winning of so many 
victories under the banner inscribed, ‘The Barber's 
Sunday,’ the writing of so many articles and letters, 
and the utterance of so many fearless addresses and 
sermons, in behalf of this imperiled day, as the year 
now about to close. This is the Annus Mirabilis, 
the year of wonders, in Sabbath reform—and in 
Sabbath breaking also.” Of course the Christians 
are with Mr. Crafts in his crusade against American 
liberty, and with their aid he has done a good deal 
of practical work toward enslaving the people to the 
churches. It is natural that Connecticut, which 
once enacted a law against the “ profanation of the 


Lord’s day” the penalty whereof was death, should 
be called by Mr. Crafts the banner state. This title 
to infamous fame has been achieved by reducing 
Sunday work on the railroads, though even in that 
the state has fallen far behind the desires of the 
Sabbath Union people. Mr. Crafts says: 


** For railroad purposes in Connecticut legislators hav de- 
cided that not twenty-four hours, but a sacred seven, half on 
each side of noon, shall constitute the rest day. Freight 
trains, with certain needless exceptions, are forbidden from 
sunrise to sunset, but such trains as may be worked by 
‘mercy and necessity,’ the railroad commissioners may per- 
mit on Sabbath morning, and so milk trains and newspaper 
trains are allowed, on the ground, I suppose, that it is as 


‘necessary for men to hav their scandals fresh as for babies to 


hav fresh milk. Even Connecticut's star, you perceive, does 
not shine with unclouded light, but there is at least circum- 
stantial evidence that the Sabbath is not there surrendered 
in the fact that they are able to defend, year after year, the 
ten thousand railroad men from whom even their imperfect 
law struck the iron chains of their Sunday slavery.” 

Connecticut, therefore, may be said to hold her 
own in hypocrisy as well as in bigotry ; for if Sunday 
should be observed at all as a sacred day, every 
moment of it should be regarded. There can be no 
compromise in the matter. 

In Boston, the chief work of the Sabbath Union 
has been in closing saloons. In New York, “one 
important victory for Sabbath reform,” says Mr. 
Crafts, “is the recent payment to the Metropolitan 
Museum of the $400,000 appropriated to it by the 
state legislature which struck out a condition that it 
should open on Sunday—a condition which the 
mayor, attempting to swell into a whole legislature, 
restored on his own authority, but, after much bull- 
dozing of the trustees, has had to drop at last. It 
is to be hoped that he and other mayors will cease 
their attempts to veto state laws.” One reason why 
Mr. Crafts’s party won this is because the mover in 
the Sunday opening agitation is rather tired of 
fighting this battle alone. If the people are not 
willing to continue the war, they can stay out of the 
museums on Sundays. We regret to note, too, that 
the friend of Sunday opening in our state senate will 
not be there this session. The only other victory in 
this city over which Mr. Crafts can crow, is the tricky 
success of the Sabbatarians of the Fifth avenue stage 
line, but this is somewhat lessened, though Mr. 
Crafts fails to mention it, by the attitude of the city 
authorities who refuse to allow Mr. Shepard to 
charge ten cents fare unless he runs his stages on 
Sundays. 

In Pennsylvania the bigots are triumphant in the 
three greatest cities—-Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and 
Scranton. In Philadelphia Wanamakerism rules; in 
Pittsburgh, the Law and Order League—a band of 
conspirators against freedom—are successful, and in 
Scranton, Mr. William E. Dodge has influenced the 
D. L. & W. railroad to withdraw Sunday trains. The 
Pennsylvania road, too, and the Vanderbilt lines hay 
withdrawn some Sunday trains. On the latter road, 
and probably on the former, the men are made to do 
seven days’ work in six for six days’ pay. Upon this 
matter of Sunday observance by railroads Mr. Crafts 
comments : 

“ It will be appropriate to mention here, though belonging 
to the whole country, as one of the pleasant surprises of the 
year, a group of confessions from sixty-five railroad officials. 
In response to a list of questions, these presidents, superin- 
tendents, managers, and other high officials of the railroads, 
with only nine exceptions, admit that there is ‘ more Sunday 
work done by the railroads than is necessary ;’ that the work 
could be ‘lessened without loss either to the roads or to the 
public;’ that ‘the railroad work now done in seven days 
could be done in six?—some would make exceptions for _ 
perishable freight and live stock. Many of them believe 
‘the work could be done better in six days than in seven, 
because of the better condition of the engineers and other 
employees.’ Best of all, thirty-one declare that there is no 
real obstacle to ‘the complete suspension of inter-state Sun- 
day trains.’ The answers of most of these indicate that they 
see no obstacle to stopping all Sunday trains. One railroad 
president concisely proclaims the remedy for this needless 
Sunday work : ‘ The only way is to hav a special act of Con- 
gress making ita general law.’ Many of these officials hav 
signed the petitions for such a law. Here certainly are sev- 
eral wonders. It is a grateful surprise to many that the rail- 
road officials are not generally to join with the Infidels and 
saloonists and Sunday papers and Seventh Day Adventists in 
resisting the plea of the workingmen for a Sunday rest law.” 

But, on the whole, the best Sabbath-keeping sec- 
tion of the country is found by Mr. Crafts to be 
along the Atlantic coast, from Delaware to Missis- 
sippi. This, however, is as natural as the bigotry 
of Connecticut. That portion of the country is the 
least developed, the least enterprising, and we had 
almost written the least civilized. But it is certainly 
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the most consérvativ part of the land in social cus- 
toms, and the most backward in progress except 
Arkansas. Georgia is the banner state of persecution 
of small Christian sects. The negroes are lazy and 
naturally incline to rest days. That these statements 
are true, is shown by Mr. Crafta’s addition to his re- 
marks, of this: “ Railroads, with the aid of the United 
States mails, are making ugly breaches in the wall 
of Sabbath rest, and the ‘New South’s’ manufactur- 
ing attractions bring new perils with new gains, 
which make it important for the friends of the Sab- 
bath there to organize more thoroughly for its 
defense.” Progress, commerce, manufactures, are 
great displacers of old religious and social notions, 
and the “sacredness” of Sunday must go with the 
rest. ; 

The part which Mr. Harrison and Mr. Wanamaker 
hav taken in the work of the Sabbath Union is intro- 
duced by the Union’s secretary with these words: 
“Thank God, if we hav not a Sabbath. keeping Con- 
gress, we hav at least a Sabbath-keeping president 
and cabinet.” Mr. Harrison’s share of glory was 
earned by this order to the army: 


‘The president, commander-in.chief of the army and 
navy, desires and enjoins the orderly observance of the Sab- 
bath by the officers and men in the military and naval serv- 
ice. The importance for man and beast of the prescribed 
weekly rest, the sacred rights of Christian soldiers and sail- 
ors, 8 becoming deference to the best sentiment of a Chris- 
tian people and a due regard for the divine will, demand that 
Sunday labor in the army and navy be reduced to the meas- 
ure of strict necessity.” 

Mr. Wanamaker's task has been to “ reform” the 
mail distribution. “He has emancipated,” so says 
this report, “not afew from the Sunday slavery by 
the four reductions he has already made—in the depart- 
ment, on Star routes, on pleasure routes, and in the 
money order division—and will doubtless do much 
more in this line; but, in any case, law will be 
needed if only to make his reforms outlast his own 
term. In his report to Congress, which contains 
two pages on ‘Sunday Mails’ (pp. 23, 24), he plainly 
intimates that reductions of Sunday work in the 
post-offices will be very difficult and very slight so 
long as the railroads are required to dump their 
loads of mail into the offices on the Sabbath as on 
other days.” 

These two latter eminent gentlemen are also will- 
ing to aid the Sabbath Union in procuring a Sunday 
law for the District of Columbia. At present there 
is none, which, says the Union, “ puts the capital, 
with France and Oalifornia, outside the pale of 
Christian civilization.” 

The Union also finds encouragement in the 
resolution of the Baltimore lay congress, the corpora- 
tion of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
and the action of church councils, conferences, syn- 
ods, presbyteries, and individual ministers in differ- 
ent parts of the country. In some cities local fanat- 
ics hav done great damage to the business interests 
of the places, and infringed on the liberties of the 
citizens, by closing all places of amusement and 
business, and Mr. Orafts rejoices thereat. The 
Union itself is now organized in twenty-one states, 
besides city and county associations, and three more 
states hav taken the preliminary steps for organization. 

On the other hand, the Union has found many dis- 
couraging obstacles to its work. New England, 
which from its ancestral bigotry and religious cruelty 
Mr. Crafts expects to lead in his work, is not a unit 
on the question of Sunday observance. The point 
he makes “is that New England is in peril from 
Sunday work and Sunday dissipation, and is doing 
next to nothing to save itself or the country from 
this danger. It seems to be sliding in its sleep, 
waiting to be waked up by a smashup at the foot of 
the hill, like Cincinnati. In Sabbath reform, New 
England is slowly retreating, while the Central states 
are charging the foe. The only conference of min- 
isters, so far as I know, that has declined to indorse 
the petition to Congress against Sunday trains and 
Sunday mails is the ‘New England conference.’ 
Massachusetts passes by on the other side, indiffer- 
ent to the wounds inflicted on her Sabbath law, 
which, not long ago, fell among thieves, who mangled 
it and stripped it, in the interest of greed and lust, 
and left it more than half dead because every drop 
of equity had flowed out of it. It forbids the poor 
to open their penny shops on the Sabbath, but au- 
thorizes the railroad millionaires to sell their tickets 
and keep their employees at work.” 

Turning to what are called the “ Middle states,” 
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Mr. Orafts finds things equally bad. “New York,” 
he says, “ like Massachusetts, has left her mangled 
Sunday law through another year unhealed. Worse 
than the crimes against equity in its exceptions is 
the absurdity of its penalty. If the half friends of 
the Sabbath wrote the * amendments; surely the out- 
and-out enemies wrote the penalty, which is equiv- 
alent to permission Superintendent Murray told 
me how the hatters’ clerks tried to close up the hat 
stores in their own protection. One of them bought 
a five-dollar silk hat as evidence. The seller was 
convicted and fined the full penalty, two dollars. 
He had made more than that on the hat. I spent 
the first Sabbath of the year, and another since, in- 
vestigating New York streets, and there is scarcely 
any kind of toil or traffic that I did not find in prog- 
ress somewhere. I started out to write down a list 
of the places open, but found it would be easier to 
make a record of the places closed.” Mr. Orafts 
would probably like to see Connecticut’s old-time 
penalty for profaning the Lord’s day attached to 
New York’s Sunday law. But he never will. New 
York is going ahead in this matter, not backward. 
Toronto is no example for this city, and the Sabbath 
bigots will hold it up in vain. It is safe to wager a 
thousand to one that Toronto will run horse-cars on 


demand and discontinues the practice. 


ness going on as usual. 


forbidden. 


heathen still in opening all its saloons. 
street do seven days’ work for six days’ profits. 
its ten-cent shows to corrupt the youth on Sunday. 


California has also been “the headquarters of the 
attack upon the Sabbath.” 


Thus the Sabbath Union’s secretary sums up the 


pros and cons of his case for Sabbatarian bigotry, 
and finds that “with all that is hopeful there is much 
to alarm” the Union, the self-constituted guardian 
of the rest of the world. And we may perhaps turn 
his statement around and say that while there is 
much that is hopeful for the defenders of liberty to 
read, there is much to alarm them. The churches 
are rallying in a desperate effort to reénact that 
puritan legislation which made the clergy the most 
influential men of the town, and to hav it enforced, 
and in too many instances they hav succeeded or will 
succeed. To enforce it, they will find a more diffi- 
cult matter in enlightened communities; but the 
mere presence of such laws on the statute books is a 
menace and a danger to the communities. Under 
them, at any time, bigots and fanatics can cause an 
infinit amount of cruel injustice to be done. Better 
it is that the laws now on the books should be re- 
pealed; we do not want any law forbidding the peo- 
ple to use Sunday as may best please them. 
$$ 
A New Women’s Association. 


The notice in another column signed by Mrs. 
Gage, calling a convention in Washington to organize 
a National Liberal Women’s Suffrage Association, 
must be welcome indeed to the thousands of Liberal 
women in this country who hav worked for equal 
suffrage. 

For several years the women’s suffrage movement 
has suffered from its practical capture by the church, 
and the half-hearted support it has consequently 


-obtained even by those who were supposed to be the 


champions of sexual equality at the ballot-box. It is 
not so very many years ago that a woman who 
thought herself qualified to vote, and said so, was 
denounced by the church as a heretic and revolution- 


ist, an upsetter of the divine economy of nature, and 
& contemner of that glorious apostle who wanted 
wives to submit to and obey their husbands in all 


things. We can well remember the time when to 


advocate woman suffrage was thought to be only one 


Sunday before New York complies with the Unions 


Texas, too, is a bad place for Sabbatarians, though 
the Galveston News did advocate the shutting up of 
other businesses, to its own profit. The state givs 
the cities the power to regulate their own affairs on 
Sundays, and in Dallas alone, where a city ordinance 
closes business houses from 9 a.m. to 4 r.m on Sun- 
days, Mr. Crafts counted twenty-nine kinds of busi- 
But out West, the country 
is going to the devil in this matter of Sunday observ- 
ance even faster (according to Mr. Crafts) than Texas 
or New England. In Montana common labor is not 
In Portland, Oregon, we are told, the 
heathen Chinese sell all kinds of provisions on the 
rest day, but the parallel American street is more 
In Sacra- 
mento five-sixths of the shopkeepers on the principal 
San 
Francisco (in this respect like New York) allows even 
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degree less sinful than to agree with Thomas Paine. 
* Short-haired women and long-haired men” was the 
mildest term of obloquy and derision applied to the 
preachers of equal rights. Like the Abolitionists, 
they were spit upon and derided; called crazy, out 
of their sphere, herstics, and vain babblers. The 
church passed them by, and silently ostracized and 
practically excommunicated them. They and their 
works were of the devil, and consequently were dis- 
turbers to the saints, who knew all things and had 
got the world running aright. 

But shortly a change came. When the war was 
over and the slaves free, there never was a Northern 
Christian who had not been an Abolitionist at least 
as far back as the last century. So when the woman 
suffragists won the public ear, and woman was 
slowly but surely obtaining her rightful equal posi- 
tion, the church changed its attitude. From the 
meanest and bitterest enemy of woman suffrage, the 
church began to crawl toward the position of per- 
pétual friend to woman's claim. It saw that through 
woman suffrage it could more fully enslave the 
divine but deluded half of the race. The clergy 
then began to attend suffrage meetings, pray for the 
leaders, and offer to assist the work. Taking advan- 
tage of the average woman’s piety, the church made 
rapid progress in swallowing the movement. Church 
organizations multiplied, and they all posed as the 
would-be saviors of woman. The Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union voted a suffrage plank into 
its rules, not because, as Frances Willard herself 
said, it was really in favor of equal rights but because 
through the votes of women it could accomplish its 
real purpose. The church hopes by the aid of 
women to put God into the Constitution, the Chris- 
tian religion into all statutes, state and national, en- 
force blasphemy laws, obtain a national constitu- 
tions] amendment prohibiting liquor making and 
drinking, and to do other arbitrary and tyrannical 
things for the greater glory of God and the financial 
and theocratic welfare of his saints on earth. At 
the international women’s council held in Washing- 
ton in March, 1888, the female tools of the church 
had things nearly their own way. Had it not been 
for Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Mrs. Gage, Helen Gar- 
dener, Mrs. Scatcherd, Mrs. Dilke, and Mrs. Fassett, 
of England, and Judge Waite’s wife, and a few others, 
the women suffrage movement would hav been com- 
mitted to prohibition, God-in-the-Constitution, and 
other Christian schemes. As it was, Frances Willard 
managed to prevent all heretical utterances from 
reaching the public, the meetings were opened with 
prayer, hymns were printed in the official program, 
and every Infidel woman orator was asked to suppress 
her heresy and not wound the feelings of her relig- 
ious sister. It was at this meeting, we imagin, 
that the Liberal women found out that their suffrage 
movement was being used to foist legalized Chris- 
tianity upon the country, and it was there, too, that 
the revolt which induces the present call for a con- 
gress begun. 

It will be recollected that at the close of the 
council, a meeting was called at the instance of Mrs. 
Stanton, Helen Gardener, Mrs. Dilke, and Mrs. 
Scatcherd, and was attended by about thirty of the 
ablest of the delegates who objected to making the 
movement a tail to the kite of the church. The 
sentiment of that supplementary meeting was di- 
rectly opposed to Miss Willard’s Methodist schemes, 
and the necessity was seen of separating the church 
from the movement, if woman’s liberty was to be 
gained. The congress to be held next month is the 
indirect result of that supplementary meeting. 

In the interest of political and religious liberty, 
as well as of woman suffrage, the Radical women of 
the country ought to attend the Washimgton con- 
gress. 


a_r 
The Literature Fund. 

Since the last acknowledgment we hav received the 
following amounts for the Literature Fund: 


J. Loveland................. eene nente nnno $6 75 
Almond O wen........-«.- eee eene retten ehh 1 00 
Judge 8. Brewer PEE A A A T : 9 
Thomas Knight. ........eeerssseeosenssnsrnnssreeseereee 2029 G47 00 


Previously acknowledged........ssssssessseneeeseres 


There is ample opportunity to use money sent for 
this fund. Montana and North Dakota legislatures 
hav not as yet been labored with on the Sunday 
question, and our national legislature must also hav 
a little light on the duties of government toward 
popular education. Report of work done with the 
money in band will be given in a week or two. 
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Zetlers from friends. 


Lisson, Ia., Dec. 29, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: I am pleased with the paper; hav no fault to 
find and no suggestions to make. I would like to see the 
cartoons continued. HENRY SAILOR. 


Des Moinzs, Ia., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eviror : Please find inclosed $6.25— $5 for Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER two years more, and $1 to help pay for the pictures 
one more year. I do not want them stopped. I consider 
them the best part of the paper. SAMUEL Grav. 


BArwoN Crry, Ina., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: I send you herewith $5—2.50 to renew my 
own subscription and $2.50 for my friend, a new subscriber. 
Your illustrations are all that can be expected. Go on with 
the good work. L. C. GrERTson. 


Monraave, TEx., Dec. 29, 289. 
Mr. Eprror: Another year has gone, and now I sit down 
to send you one mite for Taz TRUTE. SEEKER six months, 
and the ANNUAL, and twenty-five cents toward the pictures. 
We like them, and hope you will be able to keep them in. 
Yours truly, Gxo. W. CARPENTER. 


Bozeman, Mont , Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: In the letter I wrote you the other day about 
the pictures, I forgot to say that I shall send you some new 
Subscribers. I could send you one now, but think, by wait- 
ing till I can see further, I can send two more. 
Respectfully, Tuomas BURKE. 


JANESVILLE, Dec. 29, 1889. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $10—$3 to pay for TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1890, 25 cents for the Annvat for 1890. The 
balance of $6.75 place to the credit of the Literature Fund. 
I hope to benefit some Christian heathen. Continue the 
pictures good and strong. Yours, I. LOVELAND. 


WELIstEY, Mass., Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Please enter the name of Sherman F. Denton 
on your subscription list to Taz TEUTH SEEKER for one year 
from present date and charge to my account, it being my 
contribution to the fund for continuing the cartoons, if you 
find that you can continue them. 
ExzasEeTH M. F. Denton. 


‘TOWNSHEND, Vr., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: I inclose $3.25 for Taz TEUTH SEEKER and 
the ANNUAL. I vote for the pictures, and will giv an extra 
dollar or two rather than hav them stopped. I would giv 
more for a Bible illustrated by Heston than any book I know 
of. Rev. W. E. Soorr. 


Miptanp, Miom., Dec. 17, 1889. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find draft of $5.25. Credit 
me the $5 on subscription and send the ANNUAL when ready. 
I would vote no! on continuing illustrations. I think they 
act detrimentally to the interests of the paper by preventing 
many from subscribing. STOEL E. DEAN. 


Portvitir, N. Y., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed find $1.25—the $1 to apply on THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, which I cannot do without, and twenty-five 
cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. Keep up the 
pictures if possible. I will try my best to get one or more 
subscribers. But we liv in a hell-fire town here. 
Joms R. Coats. 


GoonpLANp, Inp., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3.25 to renew subscrip- 
tion and for the ANNUAL. I hav been trying to get you a 
subscriber or two, and hope to succeed yet. When I do so 
you may record my vote most emphatically in favor of the 
pictures. They are a holy terror. C. L. Jacozs. 


Norra BzNp, PA., Dec. 2, 1889. 
Mr. Epnrrog: I hav been busy and hav had no time to get 
the new Subscriber, but, pictures or no pictures, I want THE 
TRUTA SEEKER for 1890. Therefore please find inclosed 
$3.50 for the paper and the ANNUAL and the ‘ Agnostic 
Annual.” Also $1 to prove that I vote for the pictures. 
Yours, etc., ` F. D. Wzianr. 


PnzsoorT, KAN., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mz. Eprrog: Iinclose $1.25 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and 
ANNUAL. I shall be very sorry to see the pictures discon- 
tinued, as I sincerely believe they are doing more good than 
harm. I think Mr. Parton has got the cart before the horse. 
I shall use my best efforts to get a new subscriber, but hav 
not much prospect of success. G. W. Denison. 


Frmnp, Nzs., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $6—$3 for my own renewal, 
and $3 for a new subscriber. I send the last name to aid the 
pictures. Yes, I am in favor of. them. Those who are 
'repelled by them would not read anything on the subject, 
and it would take a great deal to make things so plain as the 
pictures do. J. W. GILBERT. 


Lyons, N. Y., Dec. 30, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $5 to pay my subscrip- 
tion for Taz TRUTH SEEKER two years in advance. I am 
now seventy-six years old; hav taken THE TEUTH SEEKER 
fourteen years, and could not now get along very well with- 
out it. I think it is one of the best Liberal papers published. 
As far as the pictures are concerned, I am in favor of them, 
as I think they speak louder than words. I also inclose 

twenty-five cents for the Annvat for 1890. C. B. TuoxEr. 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 25 cents; 
cents; Ingersoll’s Defense of Reynolds, 50 cents; '* Prose 
Poems and Selections,” Ingersoll, $2.50; Paine’s ‘‘ Age of 
Reason,” $1.50. Use the balance for pictures in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Tacoma, Wasn., Dec. 15, 1889. ~ 

Mr. Eprror: I read an article on your pictures, which I 
should hate to see discontinued, and I am willing to help by 
sending you money for another paper to be sent to a friend. 


For my part, I had almost &s soon go without the papers as 


hav the pictures left out of them. I would rather see two 
more, or even one on each page. W. D. ROBERTSON. 


Mwn Fars, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: For the inclosed $2 please extend my sub- 
scription to Tue Teura SERKER eight months. Since there 


is so much voting pro st con the cartoons, why not issue 
them in & supplement form each week, as many other jour- 
nals do, and thus please both parties? Let those ordering 
the supplement pay extra for it, say $3 50 or $4 per annum. 


Yours faithfully, D. Louis Boner. 


GEORGETOWN, CoL., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: As I cannot obtain a new subscriber, and not 


wishing the pictures discontinued, I inclose $2 toward TBE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 
not. 
lessons and convey much at a glance. A great deal would be 
lost by not having them. 


I would willingly make it more, but can 
Our opinion of the pictures is they are splendid object- 


: Yours in favor of the pictures, Mrs. T. S. Or». 


Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $10, for which please send the 
* The New God,” 10 


Newron WHITEHEAD, M.D. 


PEREYSvVILLE, PA., Dec. 28, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: I inclose $4— $8 to pay for Taz TRUTH 


SEEKER for another year, seventy-five cents for three TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUALS, the other twenty-five cents to go to help to 
keep up the pictures. 
them stopped to please some of their Christian neighbors. 
It would please them a good deal better to stop Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, pictures and all. 


Some of your readers would like 


ANDREW BEVERIDGE. 


Fort FargriELD, Me., Dec. 21, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please: find $6.25, the $6 for the 


paper and twenty-five cents for the AnnuvaL. Goon with 
the pictures. 
much Bible matter that would never be read by a great many 
folks if they did not see the pictures. 
best. 


They do lots of good, by calling attention to 


But do as you think 
1 shall not stop my paper on account of pictures. 
Truly yours, B. W. Conant. 


Fort Cusrzr, Mont., Dec. 19, 1889. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find twenty-five cents, for which 


send me the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. I would that 
I could send you a new subscriber as a vote in favor of the 
pictures in TEE TRUTH SEEKER. 
majority of our common people ridicule and sarcasm is & 
more effectiv weapon thàn argument, and that your pictures 
carry & more convincing argument than all of the paper's 
solid reasoning. I hope to be able to send you a subscriber 
before long. 


I find that with the great 


Fraternally, Rosszav Hess. 


MixREAPOLIS, Minn., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: Pleased find inclosed draft for $8.25. Please 


renew my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER for two years 
and send Tar TRUTH SEEKER to a new subscriber (name in- 
closed) for one year, and please send me copy of the TRUTH 
SEEKER ÁNNUAL. 
of the pictures, and trust that every subscriber who ig in 
favor of the pictures will manifest his pleasure by at least 
securing one new subscriber for the paper. 


I am decidedly in favor of the continuance 


Respectfully yours, 


TRANSFER, PA., Dec. 81, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: We must hav the cartoons, by all mesns. 


Frank W. GREAVES. 


The powerful weapon of ridicule which Heston so'skilfully 
uses strikes terror where it rightly belongs. 


If you who 
want the cartoons discontinued, hav any of the filthy ortho- 
doxy still clinging to you, if you will only hold the fort a 


little longer the dawn of truth will come, striking conviction 


that they are a grand success. Hurrah for Heston. Please 
find $1 to help the good cause along. We will soon send 
you several new subscribers to the ** Grand Old Paper.” 

M. FELL. 

BovzprE, CoL., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $6—$3 for my own renewal and 
$3 for Taz TEUTH SEEKER to anew subscriber. Please count 
two votes for the cartoons. I hav filled my part of the con- 
tract for the pictures, and hope all the other subscribers will 
‘do as well, or better. I would rather pay $4 a year for the 
paper than do without Heston’s splendid productions. I 
renew my suggestion that the cartoons should be placed in a 
volume with sufficient explanations. It would be the best 
Freethought missionary in the world. If so published put 

me down for 8 copy at $10. Jos. Worrr. 


Crerar Creer, N. Y., Dec. 23, 1889. 

Mr. Epnrrog: You will find inclosed $5.25—twenty-five 
cents for the ANNUAL, $5 to renew my subscription and for 
a new subscription to THE TRUTE SEsxxz. I am in favor of 
keeping the pictures going. I hav no fear that the pictures 
will shock the Christians’ feelings, if reading the description 
of them in the Bible does not. They would not dare to take 
Tue Trouta SEEKER with the illustrations into the Young 
Men’s Christian Association rooms, and show up what the 
ungodly Freethinkers are doing, for fear it would increase 
its circulation, and thin their ranks, by showing that the 
God that took a part in those Bible scenes is not the God of 
to-day, and that the God of to-day is not the God of the 


future. Which fact has just begun to crawl through the 

skulls of the Presbyterians, all on account of the outside 

pressure. Yours truly, HENRY ALLEN. 
P.8.—Please send two ANNUALS. H. A. 


LIBERAL, Mo., Dec. 28, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10 26 to pay for Tne TRUTH 
SEEKER one year, with the pictures, to the herein-named per- 
sons. The twenty-five cents is for a TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Now, if all the old subscribers to Taz Trout SEEKER will do 
as much to increase its circulation as I hav done—and it is 
but little—I think we shall hav Tux TRvuTRH SEEKER illus- 
trated for another year at least. A prosperous and happy 
New Year to all the TRUTH SEEKER band. : 


Your steadfast friend, G. W. BALDWIN. 


Conozs, N. Y., Dec. 23, 1889. 
Mr. EprroR: Please forward me by express the bound 
volume of THE TRUTH SEEKER of 1888, and your Annuat if 
published. Isee you contemplate discontinuing your pict- 
ures of Bible scenes. This I am sorry to see, for in my expe- 
rience they do more good to the Liberal cause, and better 
enable the average mind to take in the situation, and hav a 
better effect, than all the articles in your paper together. . 
They are excellent in showing the absurdity of the stories 
related in the Bible. Please send us your catalog of books. 

Yours, etc., D. MoEiwain. 


HEBER Ciry, Dec. 18, 1889. 

Mz. Eprror: I was somewhat alarmed when I read your | 
article concerning the pictures, and not agreeing with Mr. 
James Parton, I induced a young Liberal friend and neigh- 
bor of mine to subscribe for the good old paper. I hav read 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER about eleven years and I like it better 
and better all the time, and I would be very sorry to hav 
you discontinue the pictures, as I think the space they take 
up is well filled. Hoping you will get the number of sub- 
scribers you ask for, I remain, 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, ANDREW LINDSAY. 


MitwavkeeE, Wis., Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me two copies of the TRUTH 
SEEKEE ANNUAL for 1890, five copies of Ingersoll’s ** Gods," 
and six copies of Remsburg’s ‘‘ Bible Morals,” and place the 
balance of the inclosed $5 in the Free Distribution Fund. 
Ihav heretofore expressed my appreciation of the labors 
of Mr. Heston, and with all respect for the opinions of those 
estimable gentlemen, Mr. Parton, H. Clay Luse, and a few 
others, I see no good reason to change my opinion of their 
usefulness. With pictures or without them, I want THE 
TEUTH SEEKEE while I liv. ALMOND OWEN. 
Dec. 29, 1889. 
Mz. Epitor: I hav taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER a long time, 
and take great interest in reading it, and in its success. As 
regards the pictures, I don't think they help our cause much. 
As for myself they are all right, but others don't look on 
them in the same light. My folks will not look at the paper 
of late, and I think the pictures are the cause. The cuts are 
rather rough, and might be improved without any more ex- 
pense. I would like to see something that I could show to 
my friends and children. I am now very backward about 
showing them to my friends or to strangers, for I don't wish 
to offend any. A reader, Cuas. Bortz. 


Hay Springs, NEB., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: People in this new country are too poor to 
dictate in regard to the pictures. I hav read Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER ever since it started, and it has always suited me best 
of any paper in the world. I will take it either with or with- 
out pictures. I inclose a few names of Freethinkers at Rush- 
ville, Neb., that are able, and I think willing, to subscribe, if 
they are not now on your books. ^ 
I wish you would write to S. Stout, of Axtell, Kan., and 
get his statement of the Catholic trouble there and publish 
the same, as I am informed that it is not between Protestant 
Christians and Catholics. E. W. Miner. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dec. 81, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: After reading the comments on Heston and 
his pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEXEE of the 28th, I think your 
friends should be divided into four classes. The first con- 
sists of a few goody-good folks who hav not been weaned 
from their Christian pap and cannot endure Heston’s pictures 
in any form, and therefore want Tae TRUTH SEEKER pure 
and straight, without any illustrations whatever. The sec- 
ond class consists of those who want the illustrations because 
they like them and therefore want them continued no mat- 
ter whether they increase the circulation of the paper or not. 
The third class consists of very many who like Heston and 
enjoy hia illustrations very much, and yet honestly and con- 
scientiously believe that they do the general cause more 
harm than good and tend to prevent the circulation of Taz 
TRUTH Srexer among the very class it ought to reach. The 
fourth class is the publishers of TEE TRUTH SEEKER, who 
believe in Heston and his works and want to continue the 
illustrations if they can be properly compensated for the ex- 
tra expense. Now, I would suggest a plan which, if adopted, 
I believe would harmonize and satisfy all four classes. 
‘It is this. Add to the present TRUTH SEEKER an outside 
cover that could be easily removed and on that cover put all 
the illustrations you like and such reading as may seem ap- 
propriate to the illustrations, and call that cover a supple- 
ment, and charge $4 per year for THE TRUTH BEEKER and 
the supplement, or $3 for the paper without the supplement. 
This looks to me as if it would do away with all objections 
from all classes and enable your friends to deal out THE 
TEUTH BrEKER either in mild doses or strong ones, as the 
case requires. Wishing you abundant success in whatever 
way you put it, I remain, | B, REDFIELD. 
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Mr. Eprrong: Inclosed Mant a5, for Mu jou Sil Pis sii Sm Sopi and two Teura Berger Anwvats. | toward none, with charity for all, and with firmness ia the 
send us your ANNUAL for 1890, and use the balance for th l: rm SEA ri. the pietures would! be Hke: the right,” T wish you all'a happy New Year- 
cause. I wish it were much more. I hope to order og Sprit fao Ta P A ke In your search for L. DeWirr GRISWOLD. 
. ; waste your time in looking through the pre- 
aie Lorca able 2 get bal ne subscriber, but | cinct of any so-called Liberals who inne that Sous rnent SHERIDAN, Pa., Dec. 30, 1889. 
first ea t ok P Ten pictures, when they | and honest call for funds dishonestly withheld was a joke. | Mx. Eprror: As it is your desire to hav a vote from your 
rst came out we regretted it, as we thought they migitt giv | Franklin said,“ If you know how to spend less than you get subscribers on the picture question, and your further wish 
offense, as all our neighbors are more or less orthodox. But | you hav the : philosopher's stone.’” CHARLES C. JOHNBON. that such vote should hav a financial basis, so that it may be 
I am pleased to say I am heartily in their favor now, and] . ids ucl duly counted and recorded, I hasten to cast my ballot in 
favor of the cartoons, aud in order that I may not be disfran- 


think them very instructiv. They attract where nothing 
chised, or hav such vote annulled by & returning board, on 


else will. Burely our great and corrupt political parties 

would not support cartoons did they not. I admire Heston's account of non-payment of tax, I do hereby back up the 

tact in presenting them. His last speaks volumes. If same by inclosed check for my own and fivenew subscriptions 

woman could but wake from her long sleep, what a revolu- to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, to commence with the new year—in 
other words, six votes in favor of the illustrations. I enter. 


tion it would make! She will surely do so. It must come. 


ne Carriages, Mo., Dec. 24, 1839. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $2 for F. Oswald’s 
* Beeret of the East” and “ The Bible of Nature.” 

I am decidedly for. the pictures ; they do, by far, more 
good than our weak-kneed friends believe, who are afraid to 


But it ‘‘ has been a long, long time on the way.” Yes, we 


are in favor of the pictures, but however you do, will not 


complain, so long as we can hav the dear old TRUTH BEEKER, 


We must save her if we would cherish the memory of her 


We still 
miss him and feel our great loss. All these years he has 


brave founder. How dear he is to all our hearts! 


been gone from among us. 


Hoping all the Truru SrrkrR family who can will be 
prompt and aid you at this time, and thus pla?» you on the 


footing you deserve, I am, 


Sincerely thine, Mra. J. E. MARDEN. 


ADRIAN, Mion., Jan. 1, 1890. 


Mr. Eprron: The array of testimony in favor of continu. 


ing the illustrations of Taz TRUTH SEEKER is overwhelming. 


They are a chapter of themselvs, more potent than words. 
They help reveal the absurdity, the grotesque fallacies, of 
They are more instructiv than voluminous 
writiog. Isent over to the superintendent of our Baptist 
Sunday-school the copy with the cartoon of ** The Glory of 
Predestination.” I wrote on the margin, ** Look on this, you 
On the other side were Samson and 
He was mad, but said he was only grieved. He 
lied; he was so mad he sweat and writhed. He reminded 
me of a sign I saw over a turning-shop. It read,‘ All sorts 
He was bothered for 
He was surprised, he 
said. He did not think I would insult him and the people 
** My dear sir," I replied, **has that not been 
your doctrin, and that of all orthodox creeds—infant dam- 
nation? Is not the illustration beautifully and correctly rep- 
resentativ of your doctrin?” He replied, ‘‘ Not in the light 
you present it.” I said, ‘‘ My poor, deluded friend, can you 
He allowed I was lost, and left 


Bible characters. 


superstitious frauds.” 
his girl. 


of twisting and turning done here.” 
words to express his indignation. 


of God so. 


better illustrate the truth ?” 
me still clinging to my sinful ways. Keep up the pictures. 
Those of the Liberals who depreciate the cartoons are shaky, 


and stilla little fearful of Old Split-hoof, and the other fel- 
Jow without horns and spear-tail. Do not let up. The last 
The front page is 


TRUTH SEEKER cartoons are sublime. 


prophetic. O. S. BARRETT. 


Ctinton, Ia., Dec. 28, 1889. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed you will find a post-office order for 
$10. I hope it will be in season to do some good. 

We are about to organize a society here. I find a great 
many folks here that seem to be ready for organization. It 
came about by a gentleman asking me if I did not think a 
Secular society could: be made successful. So we hav had 
one preliminary, he and I, and intend to make a move early 
in January. My friend is not an Infidel of the same kind as 
myself. 
much stock in orthodoxy, and never any at all in trinitarian- 
ism. And that is just where his and my early education was 
very much different, as I was brought up in the tight-laced, 
hidebound Scotch Presbyterianism. 
over it now. I will let you know occasionally what success 
we make, and shall perhaps be able to ‘‘ seduce” some to 
subscribe for THz TRurH SEEKER. I remember that you 
told me last winter that I was your only subscriber here. 
Well, if Iam, I am not the only one that reads your paper. 
There are many of my shopmates who are just as fond of 
reading it as I am, and I can pick out three or four who hav 
got badly bitten within the last three years. It is very 
pleasing to me to let them hav Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Investi- 
gator, Freethought, and Twentieth Century, besides any of 
my books. And I havthe finest selection of good books of 
any I know, and keep adding from time to time. With the 
best wishes of the season to all, I remain, ` 

Fraternally, JAMES A. GREENHILL. 

: Mirronp, Mass., Dec. 27, 1889. 

Mr. Epiror: I keep no files of Taz Trura SzEKER, feeling 
that more good will be accomplished by sending the papers 
away, and knowing that you hav had several subscribers 
from so doing. I utilize them a month and more by showing 
the pictures to friends and reading the paper also, then send 

.the most of them to Florida. My friend sends them to New 
Hampshire, and they are returned to Florida again. My let- 
ters always praise the pictures. Why should anyone say 
that I ought to be religious? The pictures by their vivid 
demonstration of the effects of being religious show the 
absurdity of such a statement. The old Romans said of their 
worst enemy, ‘‘ May he outliv all his friends." It was con- 
sidered an awful punishment to outliv friends, but it is far 
preferable to being religious, when we realize its true siguifi- 
cance. History shows plainly that- religious people hav a 
strong penchant for preventing their enemies from outliving 

` their friends. I hav not obtained a subscriber, but a friend 
gave me a dollar for the pictures, saying, ‘‘If the pictures 
are not continued, giv the dollar to Heston.” I send one 
also. I cannot send you a check to pay up my subscription. 

It is a position to be avoided, and is not considered as a hin- 

drance to being religious. Inclosed find check for $5.50 to 

pay for Taz TRUTH NEEKER from Jan. i, 1890, to Jan. 1, 


He seems to be a Deist, and tells me he never took 


But I hav got grandly 


hurt the feelings of a class of our fellow-beings who are not 
afraid at all to say of us publicly that we Freethinkers are 
lacking in morality, etc. . Those excellent pictures are for us 
and ours and not for them, and they need not look at them 
if they do not like them, or if they hurt their tender and re- 
fined feeling. 

Remsburg is very good, and I think a great deal of him 
and his work and worth, but why so much and so lengthy 
about Lincoln? Experience and living among the people 
has settled long ago the fact that a man who does not belong 
to a church is no Christian, whether he is an Atheist or De. 
ist. But our present president—and that after one hundred 
years of political and religious liberty under a Constitution 
framed by Freethinkers—is a Christian in the full sense of 
the word—every inch a Christian. I do not say, every inch 
8 man. 


My opinion is, we must stand firm on our principles and 
make not the least compromise with any church. We must 


even avoid the appearance of a compromise. I am not in 


favor of admitting and welcoming men who played a con- 
spicuous part in the Catholic church, then left it, and still 


hav not been severely punished by that church as renegade. 


I want a whole man, not half a man, and: no other ought to 


be in our ranks than whole men. 


With the best wishes for the welfare of the grand old 


TRUTH SEEKER, A. Z. 


Emma, N. Y., Dec. 31, 1889. 


Mr. EprroR: Owing to pressing business matters I hav 
not sent in my warmest approval of continuing the pictures. 
I do most emphatically desire a continuation of the cartoons. 
What! to discontinue them now, after the slimy, blood- 
thirsting old church has just commenced to feel their deathly 
We cannot and 


sting? I say no, one thousand times no. 
will not submit to their displacement. 


Since the noble TRUTH SEEKER came to New York city she 
has been a death-dealing weapon to the church, but believe 
me when I tell you the ‘‘ house of God ” never felt Taz TRUTH 
SzEKER'S severe Castigation so tremendously as she has felt 
it since the illustrations were brought ont, with all their 
telling onslaughts against the worst system of religion that 


ever cursed the beautiful green earth. I well know the 
pictures are a mightily severe rebuke against the Lord’s 
hosts, but they are not one-tenth part as condemuatory as 
the wicked old harlot merits. As Mr. Bennett has truthfully 
said, ‘ You cannot put it too hard when dealing with the 
Bible.” And this old relic is the very scorpion from which 
the church derived her tyranny, her diabolical cursedness, 
her uneclipsed, downright meanness, her contemptible selfish- 
ness. I would one thousand times rather hav the smallpox, 
black-tongue, or yellow fever enter my house than hav this 
galling, sickening nightmare darken my earthly habitation. 
I do mean just what I say, and not for all the gold in earth 
would Lever again recognize her in any form whatever. In 
the words of John Peck,I am ‘‘on the war-path,” and I 
carry a dirk and tomahawk and with these mustered 
instruments of warfare 1 propose to take the church's scalp 
clean off. Every day of my life I see so very much decep- 
tion, duplicity, hypocrisy, and lack of noble manhood with 
Christians—well knowing it is nothing but their religion, 
Bible, and church that make them so, for certainly they can 
not possibly be so by nature—that I hav nothing but the ut- 
most contempt for the church, Christianity, and all their 
affiliations. Not for one moment would I trust my life in 
her hands had she the power to destroy it, for the murderous 
old wretch once tried to crush my life out and steal my 
many years’ hard-earned property when I was lying pros- 
trated upon a sick-bed, not expected to liv. Oh, could the 
story be here fully divulged, it would make every Trura 
SzgExxR subscriber cry out against the discontinuance of the 
pictures, and this cry coming from them would be accom- 
panied with either a new subscriber or the corresponding 
cash value. Put me down at once $3 to be paid when 
needed to defray the burden of a continuation of the glorious 
illustrations. This means business. My ‘‘ promis to pay” 
means cash. Just call for it and it will be forthcoming. 
You hav never yet found me a milk-and-water Liberal, but 
always ‘‘up and dressed ” for action, to strike when needed. 
I am to-day supporting the Liberal cause in all directions, 
and hav for twelve years, when I first ‘‘ gave my heart to 
the Lord." I hav supported three or four Liberal papers, 
and always paid for them in advance, too. It grieves me 
sadly to see occasionally in Taz TRUTH SEEKER very courte- 
ous, but necessarily urgent, requests for delinquent subscrib- 
ers to pay up their arrearages. It should be beneath the 
dignity of any Liberal worthy of the name to take a paper 
and not promptly pay forit. It must bethis kind of milk- 
and-water Liberals.who are afraid the pictures ‘‘ will offend 


Christians,” and would like to hav them discontinued, to 
which I and every other Liberal worthy the name are utterly 
opposed. - To..forego the pictures now would be a victory 
for the church and a disintegration on the part of Liberalism 


over which the church would rejoice. Let the good work 


go on, and let us all as good Liberals renew our efforts for 
the year of 1890. Liberals of all classes, “with malice 


tain the opinion that the result of the vote, after being duly 
canvassed, will be as overwhelmingly opposed to guch prohi- 
bition as it was in our state last summer on the other prohi- 


bition question of wet and dry. Some few may think that 
Mr. Heston's pictures carry with them a certain vulgarity 
that shocks the fine sensibilities of the pious believer. I dare 


say could, or should many of the Bible acts be portrayed in 


real lifeas they existed in ancient times, such seeming carica- 
tures would be severely dealt with by Mr. Comstock, regard- 
less of the vote on the subject. 

As they hav been given heretofore, they are, in my opin- 
ion, rather the paintings of an optimist than those of a pessi- 
mist. They compliment rather than vulgarize. If some one 
would picturize the whole Bible in true pantomimic scenes, 
I apprehend that Mr. Wanamaker would seriously object to 
hav such a picture-book carried in the mails, however 
instructiv and entertaining it would be. Mr. Stanley may 
write volumes descriptiv of natural scenery in Africa; depict 
graphically the wild landscape and its inhabitants; yet a few 
photographs of such scenery and people will giv a truer and 
more enduring impression upon the mind than whole chap- 
ters of words. Picture-scenes P will remember long after ; 
word-scenes are forgotten. f 

We were taught when young, and probably some of us 
hav read in the Bible, that Samson killed a lion, and we hav 
forgotten all about it since; but the Heston illustration of it 
will remain. 

It would not be true to represent the ancients in full dress 
d-la-mode—that is, according to the prevailing fashion of our 
time. Neither would it be advisable to depict Isaiah and the 
Egyptian prisoners and captivs in the garb that the Lord 
commanded (Isa. xx). It cannot be denied that the Heston 
characters, as represented, are at least comfortably clad with 
the fashionable sackcloth, and in addition large, commodious 
shoes. 

This is, indeed, more than could be said of the origina. 
garb of the autochthons of the garden of Eden. If he were 
to draw the general features, or physique, in restoration of 
the Neanderthal man, my Liberal friend, Mr. Parton, would 
possibly hav more reason to object, notwithstanding that it 
would even then hardly be a true representation of early 
man, according to science. 

But enough on this picture question. In regard to the 
subseribers I send you, I will say, generally, that they are 
all good, intelligent, hard-working Liberals. They are a 
leaven that permeates and elevates the dough of society in 
which they move. 

Mr. Will R. Ibach, of Newmanstown, Lebanon county, 
Pa., is a born Liberal, well versed in the study of astronomy 
—mekes the astronomical calculations for nearly every alma 
nac in this pan-American continent, successor to L. J. Ibach 
now deceased. He does not recognize a catechism of porten 
tous catastrophes or epicycles in his calculations, or believe 
jn a Joshua’s interference with the apparent motions of the 
gun or moon; nor in the dial of time moving backward; nor 
in stars falling to the earth, etc. He is a believer in the veri- 
fied Newton tables rather than in the quas? Bible astronomy 
of Ptolemy. He is also a professional teacher, givs lessons 
in instrumental music ; an extraordinary good violinist and a 
self-made man. F.G. Reed, another working Liberal ‘‘ from 
his youth up,” has a few days ago killed a fatted porker 
weighing eight hundred and forty-six pounds, and he chal- 
lenges his brother Liberals generally, and that class who 
‘love their enemies” particularly, to beat him. It would, 
in my opinion, hav taken a legion of those peculiar Gadarene 
spirits to fully possess this large animal, so as to put it 
squarely on the run. 

In connection with this matter I will state that there are 
still some persons here who confess their belief in the demo- 
niacal possession of the lunatic, deaf, dumb, cataleptic, 
insane, etc. 

Nor need we be surprised when such a high divine as 
Henry Wace, D.D., says he does—in his controversy with T. 
H. Huxley on this matter last summer. Neither need we 
wonder at the credulity of the laity, when we read the 
reported explanations and apologies of Dr. Talmage on the 
*t r'b or side” question, and Jonah in the whale’s mouth epi- 
sode. The question arises right here: If one rib of the man 
—Aaccording to the Bible, or a piece of Adam's side, accord- 
ing to Talmage—is equal to one woman, what is the whole of 
the man equal to? Some theological mathematician or meta- 
physician of the Talmagerean persuasion Mormonized a little 
in his thoughts may solve this intricate problem and in the 
wisdom of Solomon answer: Seven hundred wives and three 
hundred concubines. We further conclude from the fore- 
going that if the word rib does not mean rib, the word “fall” 
does not mean ‘‘fall.” And we question logically : If rib 
does not mean rib (Talmage) and ‘‘fall” does not mean 
“ fal] ? (science), what ia the value of “atonement ?” 

Without presuming to giv further pointers to the clergy 
on this last question, I will conclude these few desultory 
remarks by stating that I hav some prospects, in the near 
future, of raising more votes for the illustrations. 

Yours cordially, RIQHARD LEOHMER. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wiron, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
Wher the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Brotherly Kindness. 


meet them oft upon Broadway, 
Two strong and stalwart men ; 
Each in his walk betraying well 
The city’s denizen ; 
Linked arm in arm they move along 
Like those of kindred mind, 
Bound by the tie of brotherhood ; 
And one of them is blind. 


The other's gaze is swift and keen ; 
And glancing far and wide, 

Whate’er he sees he quick imparts 
To the brother at his side, 

Who listens with an eager ear, 
And questions as he goes ; 

While on his face the lovely light 
Of cheerful patience glows. 


The favored one the simple scenes 
Upon the way will mark, 

And paint them vividly for him 
To whom the world is dark, 

And beggars not himself at all, 
But doubles his delight, 

By sharing thus his benefits 
With one deprived of sight. 


In wisdom both together grow; 
But he with curtained gaze 

A calmer judgment, riper thought, 
And firmer will betrays; 

80 each upon the other Jeans, 
And kind assistance lends, 

Brothers by every tie of blood, 
And loving; lifelong friends. 


Their heads are gray, and they hav walked 
This way for years and years; 

Linked arm in arm; and strangers oft 
Hav gazed on them with tears ; 

And they hav shown throughout their lives, 
As sometimes mortals can, 

The meaning of true brotherhood, 
The angelic side of man. 

——— — 9-4—9————————— 


When and Where to Say “ Please." 


If you please, it will please me to tell your 
little readers, and some of the bigger ones, 
how to rightly use the word please. 

Please is a contracted or short way of say- 
ing place at ease. To make a request pre- 
faced with a ‘‘ please” is to ask a service on 
the condition that the person to whom the 
request is preferred is pleased to grant it. 

To say ‘‘ please” when asking a favor of 
some one is usually supposed to be the polite 
thing to do, and many persons consider it 
discourteous not to, accounting the neglect 
as a sign that the one who asks thinks that 
the one asked is bound to giv. 

In fact, to say, ‘‘ Do me this favor, ¿f you 
please,” is to express a doubt on the part of 
the asker of the graciousness or easy disposi- 
tion of the one asked, while not to speak may 
- imply confidence in the friend's good will; 
therefore the word ‘‘ please” had better not 
be used unless the ones asked may properly 
be supposed to understand that the asker has 
some reason to feel certain of their pleasure. 

It is always out of order to say ‘ please” 
to anyone who is under obligation to obey a 
requirement, as a servant or contractor, a 
merchant or landlord, etc., who are bargained 
with and paid for their labor and attention, 
because such persons should fulfill their 
orders, whether it pleatse them to do so or not, 
and they must logically be supposed to be 
pleased to surrender what they are paid for. 


Joan P. Guizp. 
— —49-4—-———— ———— 


A Little Girl Influenced a King. 
THE ROYAL RULER OF BELGIUM GRANTS A PHIL- 
ADELPHIA OHILD'S APPEAL. 

In August, 1888, Frank 8. Moore, of Phil- 
adelphia, a sailor on the steamer Rhineland, 
of the Red Star line, deserted his ship, after 
the captain had refused him leave of absence, 
for the purpose of hastening to the bedside of 
a dying sister. After the death of his relativ 
he shipped on the Waesland, of the same 
line, under an assumed name. Six years after 
his identity was disclosed by a fellow-seaman 
while the vessel was in Antwerp, and he was 
seized by the Belgian authorities and thrown 
into a dungeon. Since that time all the re- 
sources of diplomacy hav been exhausted in 
an effort to secure the man’s release, but 
nothing availed until the latter part of June 
last, when Bessie Keim, a little niece of 
Moore, wrote this letter to the king: 

To Lzororp IIL, Kine or BELGIUM, Ant- 
WERP, Your Majesty: I am only alittle girl 


thirteen years old, and I hope you will 
pardon me for writing to you when you hear 


ees prison for desertion from the Rhine- 
land, over six years ago. He was sailing on 
the Rhineland, and my aunt was very sick. 
Her only prayer was to see Uncle Frank be- 
fore she died. We sent word to him that she 
wasdying. He showed the letter to the cap- 
tain of the Rhineland, but he refused to let 
him leave the steamer. The sailors advised 
Uncle Frank to run away, and he did. 

Aunt Debbie lived about a week afterward. 
After she died Uncle Frank found that his 
vessel had sailed, so he sailed on the Waes- 


`| knows why leaves change their color in the 


land under the name of Frank S. Walker. 
That has been over six years ago, and he was 
just arrested in Antwerp, as you can see by 
the newspaper slip that I send in my letter. 
Your majesty, if you had been in his place 
would you not hav done the same? Hoping 
you will pardon Uncle Frank for deserting 
and me for writing to you, I am, 
Very respectfully, Brssiz Kem. 

Moore was released subsequent to the date 
of Bessie’s letter, to the surprise of all of his 
friends, but the matter was explained when 
the thoughtful girl received at her home a 
big envelope stamped with the royal arms of 
Belgium. The letter was written in French, 
and, when translated, read as follows: 

AT THE PALAOE, n ree 
CABINET OF THE Kina. 

I hav the honor of informing you that 

the king has read your letter and taken action 
upon your request therein contained, by 
which you solicit that he remit your uncle’ 8 
imprisonment. 
By his majesty's command an order to that 
effect has been transmitted to the minister of 
justice, out of compliment to his majesty's 
little friend. For the king. 


BomMERHEIM, Secretary. 
To Mme. Bessie Keim, at Philadelphia. 


oO oO 
The Chemistry of Leaves. 
‘*Probably not one person in a thousand 


fall,” remarked an eminent botanist the other 
day. ‘*The common and old-fashioned idea 
is that all this red and golden glory we see 
now is caused by the frosts. A true and sci- 
entific explanation of the causes of the color- 
ing of leaves would necessitate a long and 
intricate discussion. Stated briefly and in 
proper language the causes are these: The 
green matter in the tissue of a leaf is com- 
posed of two colors, red and blue. When the 
sap ceases to flow in the fall and the natural 
growth of the tree ceases, oxidation of the 
tissue takes place. Under certain conditions 
the green of the leaf changes to red; under 
different conditions it takes on a yellow or 
brown tint. This difference in color is due 
to the difference in combination of the original 
constituents of the green tissue and to the 
varying conditions of climate, exposure, and 
soil. A dry, cold climate produces more 
brilliant foliage than one that is damp and 
warm.. This is the reason that our American 
autumns are 80 much more gorgeous than 
those of England. There are several things 
about leaves that even science cannot explain. 
For instance, why one of two trees growing | 
side by side, of the same age and having the 
same exposure, should take on a brilliant red 
in the fall, and the other should turn yellow ; 
or why one branch of a tree should be highly 
colored and the rest of the tree hav only a yel- 
low tint, are questions that it is as impossible 
to answer as why one member of a family 
should be perfectly healthy and another 
sickly. Maples and oaks hav the brightest 
colors." 
-e 
What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

" Now, Flossie,” said the fashionable 
mother, “it is time for you to say your 
prayer.” '* Who shall I pray for?" «“ For 
papa and the baby and all of us.” *' And 
Fido?" ‘Yes, if you choose." ‘ Mamma.” 
* Well, dear?” ‘‘ Who shall I put first? 
Fido or the baby ?” 

A little five-year-old girl came home yester- 
day from school, which she has only been 
attending a few days, and her mother asked 
her what she had been doing. “ Writin’ M’s 
and shake awful,” was the child's reply, 
which meant that a long course of M’s ina 
copy-book had tried her nerves. “Well, 
how do you make an M?” her mother asked. 
** Oh, you go up a hill and downa hill, upa 
hill and down a hill, and stay there.” 

Little Johnnie: '' Let's play stage robber. 
You come along and I'll spring out with a 
pistol and take away everything you’ve got.” 
Little Jimmie: “ But we havn't got no pistol 
nor nuth’n like a stage. Tell you what; 
when you come along [ll get you to sign a 
paper and then I can rob you just the same 
without a pistol. ‘All right, we'll play 
‘Loan Agent,’ if you like it better.” 

Isend you the following anecdote of a five- 
year-old youngster which you can probably 


all. 
My uncle, Frank 8. Moore, is now in the 


incorporate in your little ones’ sayings: The 
Sunday-school lesson was Jesus turning 


water in wine, the superintendent asking 
questions relating to the lessons. ‘‘ What did 
Jesus do at Cana?” ‘Turn water into 
wine.” ‘What did they then do?" “AN 
got drunk," shouted little Barney. For once 
a well-filled house of godly teachers and 
scholars roared with laughter. The above 
was told me by an eye-witness and one who 
is a member of the church.— W. W. Welsh. 
——— 2-4 — ———— 
Correspondence. 

HaMILTON, OnT., Dec. 21, 1889. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I take great pleasure 
in reading the Children’s Corner, and my papa 
has given me ‘ The Story Hour” as a Christ- 
mas gift. Iam eight years old, and go to the 
public school. I am in the third grade. I 
hav no brother nor sister. I will close my 
letter. I wish you and all little Freethink- 
ers a Happy New Year. From, 

Your Liberal friend, ^ Lizzi& PARKER. 
Moris, Irr., Dec. 80, 1889. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I attended the Moline 
American Baptist church of this city the 
other Sunday. The preacher preached about 
the prodigal son. He made some very ugly 
remarks about Paine and Ingersoll. He com- 
pared Paine’s * Age of Reason" and Inger- 
soll’s lectures to the husks that the pigs fed on. 
He said that‘ Thomas Paine had given the 
‘ Ageof Reason’ to a man. The man came 
to Paine at his deathbed. Paine asked him 
what he had done with it and he said he burnt 
it, whereupon Paine said, ‘I wish eve 
body had done the same.’” He also said 
that Paine said, ‘‘ My works are nothing but 
trash.” I do not believe it. 

I am eleven years old. My father wrote to 
Lennstrand, Stockholm. I will close my letter 
with a wish of Happy New Year to you. 

Justa SINDGREN. 
WarrRHAM, Mass., Jan. 1, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My father takes TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER and we all like the pictures, 
and lots of people will look at them that will 
not read the paper; but we think that even 
the pictures set them to thinking. I am 
thirteen years old, being born in SanFrancisco, 
Cal., the centennial year, and the best of all, 
on the 11th day of August, Robert G. 
s ersoll’s birthday. This makes my father 

mother happy, for we all love the noble 
Ingersoll. I attend the public school, and my 
teacher is very religious and feels very bad 
because I don't go to church or Sunday- 
school; but we hope she will liv to see her 
mistake. We had rather drive out into the 
country and breathe the good fresh air on 
Sunday, and hear the birds sing and enjoy 
the beauties of nature. Hoping to see this in 
the grand old TaurH SxxEKER, for it is my 
first attempt, and wishing you alla Bn 
NewYear, I remain, Your Pieethinkar fri 

CHARLES SUMNER Pace. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
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Col. R. G. INGERSOLL 
On God in the Constitution. 


DION BOUCICAULT 


Spots on the Sun. 
A Criticism on Shakespeare, 


! HENRY GEORGE 


To Destroy the “ Rum Power.” 


A JOAQUIN MILLER 


A Realistic Poem of the Sierras. 


| LOUIS FRECHETTE 


(Poet Laureate of Canada.) 
The Original Blue-Beard. 


H. 0, PENTECOST 


(Editor of Twentieth Century.) 
The Crime of Capital Punishment. 
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Nationalism. 


With many other strong features, among 


which is a Le nd of the Saguenay, ill 
ated mit munt -page engravings by. by giat 


Bram and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By Ep@ar C. BEALL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL, 
Unansworable. i Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom, 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY 7 
By Moses HULL (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. Parker (Chris.). 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCGY; 
OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible.. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., E á E E 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50, 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
; an eaturay. 


260 woodcuts. Svo, 650pp., cloth, 33; 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


' PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DoxoGHvE. 
Price, - - š 


leather, 
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NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FBEDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


A FEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BioGrapHioaL SKETOHES AND ESSAYS. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 

Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 

260 Dp.» $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
Soiled copies, 50 cts. aud 75 cts. 


316pp., $1. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ ard Vicegerenis of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hurr (Spir). 
Price, - - NES 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALIS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
" The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane: Price, 10 cents. 


15 contg. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . . 6 conta. 
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Hews of the Week, 


ENGLAND is preparing a monster reception 
to Stanley. 


A new Nihilietic plot against the czar has 
been discovered. 

Ar Flowers Cove, Newfoundland, 180 
families are starving. 


On the 3d hundreds were hurt by the fall 
of a building at a bull-fight in Mexico. 


ENerawp and Portugal are almost on the 
point of war in their quarrel over territory in 
Africa. 


Brazit will expel the envoy from Russia 


because of that nation’s refusal to recognize 
the republic. 


On the 6th bills were introduced in Con- 


gress subsidizing shipping by paying liber- 
ally for postal service. 


Dzr4WwAnE capitalists hav organized a com- 
pany with $1,250,000 capital, to build an 
industrial city at Piedmont, Ala. 


TuRee carloads of Pinkerton detectivs 
went last week to Watson, Pa., where trouble 
was feared from striking miners. 


Tae boys’ section of a paupers! school at 
London burnt on the night of the 81st ult., 
and twenty-six sleeping youths perished. 


AT & logging camp on the Tennessee, in 
Kentucky, four men, supposed drunk, were 
burnt in their cabin on the night of the 2d. 


Tux people of Sherman county, Kan., ask 
aid. A blizzard caught them unprepared for 
winter. Their houses are but shells, and 
their crops were often a failure. 


In the trial at Eberfeld, Germany, of 
ninety-one Socialists on the charge of belong- 
ing to a secret society and conspiring to dis- 
turb the peace, forty-seven were convicted. 


CoxurirTEES in several Western states are 
considering means to relieve destitute farm- 
ers in parts of North Dakota, where crops 
hav failed several years, and all is mortgaged. 


GLADSTONE in expresaing his concurrence 
in Andrew Camegie’s views on the duties of 
wealth, suggests the additional use of riches 
that they be given to build churches and 
cathedrals. 


Miss Luoy Wowsnrz, of Raleigh, N. C., 
committed suicide by shooting on the 80th 
ult. She had been deranged by religion, and 
spent à great deal of her time reading the 
Bible and praying. 

Henry ADAMS, an Alabama man who has 
just served a two months’ sentence in jail for 
making moonshine whisky, is so pious that 
he refuses to take an oath necessary to his 
liberation, saying the Bible commands him to 
swear not at all, and so he remains in prison. 


TEE pope complained again, at his consis- 
tory of the 31st ult., of that * insult to the 
church,” **the demonstration in honor of 
Giordano Bruno." He also denounced the 
new law of Italy regarding charitable trusts, 
which nullifies bequests for masses and simi- 
lar purposes. 


Tue Federation of Labor has requested the 
views of 500 eminent men on its proposed 
eight-hour day, and of the 100 opinions thus 
far given, most are favorable, it being 
deemed that more leisure is required by the 


workingman to keep in touch with nine- 


teenth century civilization. 


Tur catarrhal influenza called the grip is 
causing much illness and some deaths through- 
out Europe and in most cities in America. 
London has 10,000 cases. In New York city 
several thousand are il with it, and the 
deaths in the city from all diseases for the 
twenty-four hours preceding this writing were 
207, which is double the usual rate. 


Ar High Prairie, Kan., a revival has greatly 
excited the people, and crazed several. On 
the night of the 2d neighbors of Frank and 
Minnie Boland, brother and sister, found 
them dancing about a fire built on the floor 
of their house, almost nude, and singing 
religious songs. They refused to put out the 
fire, Minnie saying the Lord had made it. 


Tur Boston Committee of One Hundred 
has complained that the school board, in 
anxiety to avoid offending Catholics, has 
adopted in place of Swinton's History a work, 
Anderson's Manual of General History, that 
omits to convey proper knowledge on Cath- 
olic deeds of the past. Anderson owns that 
his desire to keep Catholics from parochial 
schools rendered him cautious to '' tread very 
lightly over the slippery stones of ecclesias- 
tical history.” 
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TRY-SQUARE, 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having establishad 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 
guage, and easily understood, There is just suffi: 
cient narrativ abont it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. # 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00, 
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WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN I$. 
Bx B. F. UnpERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Progressiv Pub. Co., 38 Btonecutter st., Lon- L 
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THIRD EDITION, 


BIBLE MYTHS: 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 
BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
d of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


LEeathen Illustration of the Temptation.) 

The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them **to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions? But an evil demon came to them in 


the form of a Serpent, sent by 
and gave thém fruit of a wo 
immortality. 


Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
nderful tree, which imparted 


Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 


and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse-. 
quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 


which they were destined. 
themselves in their skins. 


'They killed beasts, and clothed 


BisLEe Myrus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 


story. 


1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages, 


Sent post-paid by 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SOIENTIFIO METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post says: ‘This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good Work- 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.” 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 
Bx M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


^s Lady's Book says: ‘* We giv our cordial 
approbation to this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are fully con- 
vinced, reliable.” Price by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOCY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 

Oarefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 

'The most perfeot book for men and women ever 

published, 50,000 sold. Price $2, by mail. Illus- 
rated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Ohildren of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


Bx M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


The Sctenti&o American says: “This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young." $1. 


EATING FOR STEENGTH; 
oR 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WOREK. 


The New York Herald 88y8: “Dr. Holbrook’s 
book is among the very beat of its kind.” 2 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing healt » Strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH BEZEKER Co. 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Individualist, 


A LIBERAL AND BEFORM JOURNAL, ADVOOATING 
SOOIAL REGENERATION AND INDUSTRIAL 
EMANOIPATION. z 

Devoted to the rational exposition of the Philos- 
ophy of Freedom, mental, moral, and physical; 
social, industrial, and sexual. Commands the 
ens of the best writers in America on these sub- 
ects. Sixteen pages. $2per year, Trial subscrip- 
tion three months, 50 cents, Each yearly sub- 
scriber will receive a copy of Mr. Stuart’s book 
* Natural Rights, Natural Liberty, and Natural 
aw." Address F. Q. STUART, Editor and Pro- 
prietor. 1853 Blake street, Denver, Col. 


As a Means for the Production of 
Relief Printing Plates 
We can Teoommend the three processes operated 
Prid ZINO ETOHINGS for cheap and coarse 
pewspaper work, and their MOSS-TYPE process, 


i made direct from photo- 
by which engravings are Jo dir eet from phot 


1 their M 
PHOTO-ENGRAVING,, are all superior to any} by 


i thods. ress 
other like messi. ENGHAVING OO 


a? 
535 Pearl St., New York. 


Price, $2.50. 


the TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It ig really a remarkable book, in which univer- 

sal story is “boiled down” with surprising 

skill.—[{Literary World. 

_, You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 

ilar to that exPerionced in reading Washington 
rving.—([Inter-Ocean. 


Bis history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing, He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 548pp., $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.» New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) i 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


Priog, $1.50. 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place: Now York. 


Send 10 cts, to Dr 
fer his “Private 
> young 
from res 
f 


imilar advertisments from unreliable practi- 
Perm hav been frequently assailed and exposed 
the press, but Dr. Fellows stands foremost in 
his profession, and it is safe to trust him. ing 
a stanch LIBERAL is further proof of his reliabil- 
ity.—National View. 
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Poetry. 


A Contribution to the Celibacy 
Controversy. 


I. 
XANTIPPE. 
I'd like to know if Socrates, 
Before he fell upon his knees 
To fair Xantippe, really knew 
That she was such a horrid shrew, 
Or if she forced herself to please. 


Some say he left a life of ease 
To school himself by her disease 
To bear the worst the world could do: 
I'd like to know. 


For if he married her as these 
Pretend, aware how she could tease; 

Ought we not call him boldest too 

As well as wisest? What say you? 
Didn’t he rival Hercules, 

T'd like to know? 
II. 
KHADEEJA. 

Mohammed loved Khadeeja well 
From marriage feast to burial, 

Though he was young and she was old 

And he was anything but cold, 
From what the true believers tell. 


He made the Koran let him dwell 
With many wives when death befell 
This first. What charm then could she hold 
Mohammed loved ? 
‘Twas this—she felt the prophet's spell 
When all the world was infidel ; 
She bade his failing heart be bold ; 
She watched while angel words were told, 
And Islam lauda the sentinel 
Mohammed loved. 
—Louis Beirose, Jr., in Open Court. 


din Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tut TRUTH SERKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


The interest in the North American Review 
for January centers in the discussion on free 
trade by Mr. Gladstone of England and Mr. 
Blaine, secretary of state for this country. 
The “duel,” as it is called, occupies fifty- 
four pages, and further contributions on the 
same subject are promised. The remaining 
contents of the Review are above the average 
in interest. 

The Society for Political Educ:tion, with 
headquarters at 330 Pearl street, New York, 
has issued a pamphlet (price 25 cents) con- 
taining ‘‘ Questions for Debate in Politics 
and Economics. with Subjects for Essays, 
and Terms for Definition." Hints to writers 
and debaters are given, with a form of con- 
stitution and by-laws for debating clubs. 
The pamphlet covers the groundwork of 
politics and economics, and states its pressing 
questions with point. 

. The Rev. Charles Watt, Baptist minister, 
and Mr. Wallace Nelson, Freethought lect- 
urer, hav been hammering each other in the 
columns of the Gympie Mirror, Queensland, 
. and the Liberator Company, of Melbourne, 
Australia, hav reprinted the debate in tract 
form. The minister got the worst of it and 
became abusiv, whereupon Mr. Nelson closed 
the discussion, which was about ‘‘ Creation 
or Evolution.” Mr. Nelson is an able writer 
on the subject, and endeavors to make the 
scientific explanation of the world’s growth 
plain to all. Price, 10 cents. 

John Peck writes: ** I hav received a pam- 
phlet written by Walter Hague, entitled, 
‘Death Ends Al.’ The philosophy and 
statements in this pamphlet will doubtless 
startle many. -Whether his positions are well 
taken is not for me to say. But my own ex- 
perience makes me know beyond a doubt 
that some of his statements are correct. I 
am much interested in the pamphlet because 
it is to quite an extent on a line with my own 

. thought and experience. Men of speculativ 
minds will be interested in the pamphlet 
whatever their opinions may be. And I think 
I will confer a favor upon most thinkers by 
calling attention to it. I should hav noticed 
it before, but hav been too busy to do so. It 
is published by R. Staley & Co., 315 Wood 
street, Pittsburgh, Pa., where I presume it 
may be obtained for ten or fifteen cents.” 

One of the most unique business calendars 
for 1890 is the Columbia Bicycle Calendar and 
Stand, issued by the Pope Mfg. Co., of Bos- 
ton, Mass. It is in the form of a pad of 366 
leaves, 5¢ by 22 inches, one for each day of 
the year, and one for the entire year. A good 
portion of each leaf is blank for memoranda. 
The portable stand, which holds the pad, 
contains pen-rack and pencil-holder. Upon 
each slip appear quotations pertaining to 
cycling and typewriting, calculated to seduce 
the unwary and wealthy into buying a bicycle 
or typewriting machine. The same company 
also issue 8 pamphlet on ** Highway Improve- 
ment,” being an address by Col. Albert A. 
Pope before the Carriage Builders’ National 
Association at Syracuse, N. Y., last October. 
Mr. Pope desires better roads throughout the 
country so that more people can use bicycles, 
and consequently improve his trade. This is 


what the philosophers call enlightened selfish- 
ness, to which Mr. Spencer traces about all 
the progress of the world. 

The sixteen-page and colored.covered num- 
ber of the London Freethinker is full to the 
brim of blasphemy, both textual and picto- 
rial. The humor of the articles is American, 
the style of the pictures is French. Mr. 
Foote and Mr. Wheeler are the leading writ- 
ers, and they are helped by G. L. Mackenzie 
and some others who evidently prefer not to 
be known. The articles sre, Satan and 
Michael, Deity Interviewed, Religious Idiots, 
Babyhood of Christ, Ninnies of Nineveh, 
Last Will of Jahveh, Barnum Outrivaled, 
and selected jokes. For poetry there is the 
Three Wise Men, Holy Young Workingmen, 
Good God Almighty O, In Galilee. The pict- 
ures are. An Old Christmas, A V:rgin’s 
Family, Leading Them Oo, Christian God- 
head, Creation and Fall (twelve sketches). 
Holy Arson, Obeying the Bible, Samson and 
Sandow Eclipsed, Castles in the Air, Curious 
Twins, Raising the Wind. The publication 
can be obtained of R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter 
street, London, E.C., England, for 10 cents. 


Mr. Arthur B. Moss announces that he will 
shortly issue a volume on “The Bible and 
Evolution.” No doubt the readers of his 
articles on that topic which hav appeared in 
Tux TRUTH Srexer will be glad to purchase 
the volume, which can be done for $1. The 
contents of the book are: Genesis and Astron- 
omy, Genesis and Biology, Old Testament 
Myths, Unhistorical Character of the Oid 
Testament, Bible Morality, Bible Miracles, 
Miracles Incredible, Bible Poetry, Conclusion. 
In & circular announcing the publication of 
the volume, his publishers, Messrs. Watts & 
Co., say: “For the past fifteen years Mr. 
Moss has faithfully served the Freethought 
cause—often ‘without money and without 
price.’ His aim has been to strengthen and 
consolidate the great party with which 
his name is identified, and to further all 
movements having for their object the social 
and moral progress of the nation. Thought 
of self has never influenced him, and he has 
neither solicited nor accepted financial assist- 
ance, all his publications being issued at his 
own risk. His forthcoming work is probably 
his most ambitious, as it is certainly his most 
expensiv undertaking; and his publishers 
venture now to invite those who appreciate 
Mr. Moss's labors on behalf of intellectual 
freedom to subscribe for a certain number of 
copies of his book, or to in any other way 
assist in its production.” Orders for the vol- 
ume may be sent here, and will be filled as 
soon 88 the book is received from London. 

* Crime: Its Nature, Causes, Treatment, 
and Prevention,” is the title of a subatantial 
and well-printed volume written by Sanford 
M. Green, late judge of the supreme and 
circuit courts of Michigan, and published by 
the J. B. Lippincott Company of Philadel- 
phia. The leading ideas in this book, Judge 
Green explains, were held and set forth by 
him many years ago in giving instructions to 
juries in the trial of criminal cases during his 
thirty-five years of experience on the bench. 
No one: dissented from his view that crime is 
8 moral disease, and that juries were like 
unto & council of physicians to prescribe 
proper treatment for the patient. These 
views Judge Green now expands into a series 
of essays in which he reinforces these views 
and considers the pathology of crime from 
all points. 


headed, Liberal-minded men who once in a 
while, and to the great surprise of the honest 
citizen, arefound on the bench. The average 
judge is either & conservativ who regards a 
statute as a fetich, precedent as the Almighty, 
and common law as precedent's infallible apos- 
tle, or else heisa politician elevated to the posi- 
tion to serve the other politicians who put him 
there. Mr. Green is neither of these; he is 
a philosopher now that he has retired from 
activ duty, and what is more, he was a mora!- 
izer as well as judge when in power. His 
book is one of those rare productions on 
economics nowadays which do not advo- 
cate Socialism, or Atkinsonism, which is 
the philosophy of getting rich by saving pen- 
nies through economies of which the average 
American is utterly incapable. 

In considering the nature of crime, the au- 
thor of this book is not limited to what the 
law treats as such, but includes within the 
meaning of that term all wrongs committed 
against persone and property, public health, 
justice, decency, and morality. The. causes 
of crime he finds in heredity, environment, 
intemperance, ignorance, idleness, avarice, 
cnpidity, personal ambition, and a conflict 
between labor and capital, the result of which 
is injustice. His method of preventing crime 
is to remove the causes by education and a 
system of profit-sharing which shall giv to 
labor its just proportion of what it produces. 
In the mean time, until the race has advanced 
to that point in political economy, crime 
Should be treated as & moral dieease, and 
criminals placed under the care of moral doc- 
tors, who shall hold their patient in their 
hospital until he is cured, and not according 
to some determinate sentence by a judge who 
may be deceived into being too lenient or too 
severe. For young criminals especially, in- 
determinate sentences, with kind treatment 
and moral suasion and without too many iron 
doors and too much harsh disciplin, are ad- 
vocated. The judge proceeds entirely upon 
humanitarian grounds, and discards the 


Christian idea of punishment for violating 


The judge is one of those big-hearted, level- |..." 


abstract authority. Treatment of criminalse— 
the morally diseased—should be reformatory 
and.curativ, not revengeful and sciolistic. 

One of the most- interesting and useful 
chapters of the book is that treating capital 
and labor, and the changed conditions in this 
country which hav precipitated what the 
economists call a conflict between them. 
Land monopoly he finds to be the great cause 
of poverty, though not at present pressing 
heavily upon this country. Other causes are 
the misuse of legislativ power, which robs 
one man to enrich another, and the oppres- 
sions and overbearing arrogances of the 
wealthy. The remedy he thinks-is in educa- 
tion, and coóperation, affording a more just 
distribution of labors products, and by 
which Anarchy, or Communism, or Socialism 
shall be avoided. . 

Judge Green is not a violent agitator, nor a 
conservativ monopolist, and his book is all the 
more valuable for students of social econom- 
ics and social ills. The price is not given, 
but should not be over $2. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents, 
Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


ots. 
Real Blasphemy. 6 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts, Socrates i, A 
Sots, Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 6 ots. Natural Man. 5 ots. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5ots, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5 cts. The Bible God and His Fayorits, 
5 ots, Miracle-Workers. 6cts. Health, Wealth. 
and Happiness. 6 ots. The Brain and the Soul. 
bots. Nature and the Gods. 50ts. Design and 
Natural Beleotion. 6cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C.. Lon lon, Eng. 


6 ota. 
Each 6 cts. Moses 
Buddha; and Jesus. 
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“The Gladstone ” 


is the finest lamp fa the world. It 
gives n pure, soft, brilliant 
P, x E V white lightof $89 cundle power. 
p Se Ee Purer and brighter than gas 
3 light; softer than electric light, 
— more cheertul than elther. 
A Marvelous light from ordinary 
kerosene oill T. 
Seeing is Believing: 
A ''wonderfu! lamp" 'it is 
indeed. Never needs trimm- 
ing, never $mokes nor breaks 
chimneys, never ‘smells of 
the oil ;? no gumming up, no 
leaks. no sputtering. noclimb- 
ing of the flame. no annoyance 
of any kind, and cannot 
explode. And besides all 
these advantages it gives & 
clear, white light, 10 to 20 
times the size and brilliancy of 
any ordinary house lamp! Finish- 
ed in either Brass, Nickel, 
Gold or Antique Bronze. Also 


The Gladstone Extension Study Lamp, 

for Clergymen, Editors, College Students. Teachers, Pro- 
fessors, Physictans and other professional men. 
The Gladstone Banquet Lamps. 

The Gladstone Piano Lamps. 

Send for price list. Single lamps nt wholesale price. boxed 

andsent by express. -Get our prices. “Seeing is believing. 
GLADSTONE LAMP CO., 
10 East l4th St., New York. 


ROME ë REASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL RAMSAY WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo; $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp,  - - "jb Cents. 


KS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. Sh 


THE TRUTA SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo, 838pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not co far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy 

_Oloth, 13mo, 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
Price, 25 Cents. 


b ih UU, 


OR, THE 


"Principles of Secularism. 


—— 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
. of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of '* The Secret of the East igi 
of the Ohristian Religion hon the Sentosa? 
,. Of its, Rise and Decline,” ‘Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat. 
ure," “Household Remedies,” “The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Oure of Intemper- 
ance,” eto., ete. 


Felix L. Oswald is - 
writer on ‘solentific a yol known snd 
Oom. Gazette. 
Oloth, 19mo; 240pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
3x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
foras cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


and social subjecta.- [Gin 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HywN-Book contains songs 
by fhe I beet poeta adapted to Tio own, tunes, 
8 recommen OBSE. e 
Parton; right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. "lenker, 


and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
25 cents. : Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Co 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises gome of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
ORs 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions A 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian rienda, it i8 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


Tha Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 
Aoquirement anà Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . . 


THE SAFEST CREED 


weve Oraer Discourses or Reason. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


POINTERS: 
A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 


Tables, Rulea, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 


Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 


Ulustrating Bome of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 
More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 
ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 
For $60 worth of “ Oold Facts” boiled down in a 


$1.00. 


Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
THE 

CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


"THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., . 
88 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
BOBERT. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplieà at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gard. 
af this office. Price, 400,; with autograph, op ein 
THE STRUGGLE 
3 OB 


Religiousand Politica) Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 


tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calle 
the attention of thinking men and women lo the 
position of womankind in America. Throughou 
he work is replete with astounding facts an 


weighty arguments which cannot fail to interesi 


the minds of this age. - 
By THEO. 0. SPENCER 
Oloth, 12mo., 138pp., Price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER: 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 
An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew M;ythol- 
ogy-” aber, 8vo: 25 cents. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
. this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Modem Science Essayist, 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPRON. 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and infiuence. By Rev. oun W. OHADWIOE. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
* ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Garret P. SERVISS. : 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By D-. RossrrER 
RAYMOND - 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. COPE. 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. Eccrxs. 
9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BSxrr- 


10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. . 
i. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewrs 


J. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 


PABSBALL 
18. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT W. OBADWICE. 
By SrARR 


. By JOHN 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. 
18. THÉ EF*ROTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. Br Mor J 
AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO.; 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Bensert. 
Price. - . E 10 cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
wil hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Note.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, ‘or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


22 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23 Reply to Snelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 3 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 

31 God and God-Houses. ....... 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .................. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. $S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 


53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. X Underwood..................... 


62 The Jews and their God...... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
61 Ilis we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... | 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. Jolin Syphers. .............. 
"4 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett. 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett..... . 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson. ......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ........ 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F.Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
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97 Special Providences. E 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell 
101 Evolution of Israel’s God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
106 Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Unbe- 
lievers. — Bennett...... eere eere 
107 I'he Safe Side. H. B. Brown... js 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.............. YT 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard...... 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell............ 
121 Ingersoll’s Review ofhis Reviewers......... 
122 World's Great Religious. Bennett.......... 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and *" Ob- 
server" s cecescteceeceees T-— — M . 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. .......... ws 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............ eesse 
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130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.......... 
134 Talks with the Evaugelists.......... T" 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James...... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology ...... —— 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher. ee 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. 
149 Age of Shams. ....ccsseseseeccccersnetersenees 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 


mn 


Wakemuanu.......eeeee eee enean, 10 

151 What is the Bible? M. W. H... 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 5 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer... 2 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 2 
158 The Fool’s Creed.....ccssccssscrstseeeseseseoe L 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 5 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman...... e 9 
8 


161 Protestant Persecutions. ......... edviedseeves 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Tail. Bennett......ccessereccsecccscenersrene 10 


164 Bible Impeached. Chapman... 2> 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
Prof  Els- 


eO O 


1 Hereditary Transmission. 

burg, M.D............ eee cesse. ; 

2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 

neous. Underwood............ PR 

4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin 

5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 

6 Graduated Atmospheres. MoeCarroll..... 2 

7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 3 

8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 2 

9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Leetures. .......ee eene enn Vctesaiicnve 

11 Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 


R. S. Brigham, M.D............ eere 
13 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Synmposium......................,.. 10 


XS" See note at head of column. 


Liberal HMeetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting reguiarly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary tnformation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions, The public cordially invited. : 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at 
South 2d 
Sunday. 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey 8t., cor. Market 
8t.. Newark, N. J, Lectures and discussions on 
religions and social queations. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 

Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Admission free. Discussions follow 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2:45 P.M., at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


Akron, O., Freethought Union. 


The Akron Freethought Union meets every 
Sunday afternoon in the Hall of Oramer's Block 
South Howard street, at 3 o'clock. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MAcomper,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to TuE TRUTH BEEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sutrg, Cor. Sec. 


Cleveland, O., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30, at room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligious and social subjects. The public cordially 
invited.. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Wallas Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Sec. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer, No other house 80 fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test. 
and compare my goods and Prices with those of 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Oarrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrops, worth $600, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardro| tuds, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100, for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $30; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do » worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year, It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or 0.0.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


sixteen jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold, 

atent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 
Gouble-paneled dial, and all modern improve- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver case, $23.0; five-ounce, $25; BiX- ounce, $27. In 
open face. best filled gold case, $27; hunting, $33; 
do., Louis XIV.,$35. In fourteen carat solid gold. 
$50 to $150. Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if 


not satisfactory. 0 WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 
Established 1857. 


Essence of Religion. 
By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 5pp.; 
50 ots. 
The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Eziraot. 
Address THE TRUTH ÑEEKER Oo. 
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Gems of Thought. 


tween the rival powers.—Stwi/t. 


YEAR 
each ne 


the expression of opinion 


received 


indignation, the sympathies 
of the people immediately 


enlisted 


oppressed teacher, and the 
work which is the object of 
condemnation elevated in 


public e 
degree t 


than it deserves. Year after 


year the 


more general, that a pro- 


visional 


opinions of the past and a 


resolute 


impartiality are among the 


highest 
quirer, 
shrinks 


search is at least morally 
bound to abstain from con- 
demning the opinions of 
his neighbor.—Lecky. 


WEEN 


ized in modern civilization, 


the very 


are selected, and the sol- 
diers of the world are gath- 
ered from their homes in 
the prime of manhood and 


lusty he 


one deformed, if there is 
one maimed, if there i8 one 
weaker of intellect, he is . 
left at home to continue the 
8tock, while the strong and 
eourageous are selected to 
be destroyed. In organized 


warfare 
natural 
versed : 


killed, the fittest to die are 


after year we find 
w attempt to stifle 


with an increased 


on behalf of the 


steem often to a 
hat is far greater 


conviction becomes 
abnegation of the 
and unflinching 
duties of the in- 


and that he who 
from such a re- 


armies are organ. 


strongest and best 


alth. If there is 


the processes of 
selection are re- 
the fittest to liv are 


preserved; andin the grand 


average 


the weak, physic- 


ally, mentally, and morally, 


are selected to become the 
propagators of the race.— 
J. W. Powell. 


SAMSON PLAYETH A JOKE ON THE GAZITES. 


And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, 
and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of a hill that 
is before Hebron.—Judges xvi, 3. 


Tur truest service a man can do his country | Torquemada was a product of the Bible. 
is to unbias his mind, as much as possible, be- | of Spain and the duke of Alva were produce 
the Bible.—ingersoll. 


Tux Bible produced the church of Rome,and! Ir men wil permit themselvs to think, sS|hauling them into the ocean, to try which can 


Philip | rational beings ought to think, nothing can 
d by | #Ppear more ridiculoug and absurd, exclusiv of 
all moral reflections, than to be at the expense of 
building navies, filling them with men, and then 


sink each other fastest. 
Peace, which costs nothing, 
is attended with infinitly 
more advantage than any 
victory with all its expense. 
But this, though it best 
answers the purpose of 
nations, does not that of 
court governments, whose 
habitual policy i8 pretense 
for taxation, places and 
offices.—Thomas Paine. 


ALL forces are correlativ 
—that is, they can be 


changed from one kindinto 
another. For instance, heat 


: 

DRAN is: 7 ] 

UN ANS SS j . may be converted into work, 
iN} 


work into electricity, elec- 
tricity into magnetism or 
light; and light may be con- 
verted back into heat, elec- 
tricity, magnetism, work, 
etc. The same being true 
of all kinds of force. Hencé 
itis claimed that as thought 
and will are but sublimated 
kinds of force, they are sub- 
ject to the same principle 

As one of the products of 
life, namely heat, can in its 
turn be madé to contribute 
to the support of life, go it 
follows that as mind can 
cause motion, the motion of 
organs of certain form and 
quality can reproduce mind. 
If the correlation of forces 
be true, and if mind and 
life are forces, other forces 
can, under proper circum: 
Biances produce life and 
mind as readily as life and 
mind can produce the other 
forceg.—C. L. Haskell. 


Oral! the religions that 
hav been produced by the 
egotism, the malice, the 
ignorance and ambition of 
‘man, Presbyterianism is the 
most hideous.—Zngersoil. 
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WOMAN'S PATH FROM SERVITUDE TO FREEDOM. 


dilotes and Clippings. 


: Tug Peter's Pence for 1889 yielded to the 
pope $30,000 less than in 1888. "The legacies 
bequeathed to the pope during the year 
amounted to $800,000. 

Tue Rev. Francis Byng, one of Queen 
Victoria's chaplains, has suddenly left Lon- 
don. It was thought at first that his flight 
was due to the Cleveland street scandal, but 
it now turns out that he got into debt through 
disastrous betting. 


Acoorbine to Hoffman’s, the official direc. 
tory of the Roman Catholics, there are in this 
country 8,463 Catholic clergymen, 7,420 
churches, 2,718 stations, 1,539 chapels, 202 
orphan asylums, 30 theological seminaries, 
125 colleges, 632 academies, 3,209 parochial 
schools, with an attendance of 654,838 chil- 
dren, and a total Roman Catholic population 
of 8,301,867. 

I roxp the people at Rutland, said Dr. Mc- 
Glynn recently, that among the enemies of 
the public schools were both Protestant and 
Catholic clergymen. Some of the Protestant 
bigots want to get pretty much the whole of 
their religion into the public schools on the 
ground that there is nothing sectarian in it, 
against the wishes of Jews and Agnostics and 
Roman Catholics. 

Says the Hebrew Journal: ** To giv state 
grants to Catholic parochial schools means 
eventually to giv the same privileges to every 
Christian sect, to Hebrews, to Mormons, and 
to Atheists, This would then be but the be- 
ginning of further state recognition of sep- 
arate religions. Where would it end? It 
would end in that religion possessing the 


greatest numbers eventually controling the 
state. This is the tendency of state-endowed 
parochial schools, It must be nipped in the 
bud or the United States will be as Jesuit | 
ridden as Canada is now.” 

Tus Freeman's Journal complains: “The 
march of intellect has caused religion to be 
looked upon as superstition unworthy of the 
consideration of the nineteenth century men, 
grandsons of the great revolutionists, and its 
practices as pusillanimous spectacles good 
enough to satisfy the esthetic cravings of 
women and children, but totally unfit to 
occupy the time of the esprits forts of the 
present work-a-day world.” : 

Tak numbers of cloisters and monks in 
Spain hav increased with astounding rapidity 
of late years. Spain now has 29,220 monks, 
and 25,000 nuns in 1,330 cloisters and 179 
orders. In Barcelona alone there are 168 
cloisters for women. In the last fourteen 
years the number of monks in Spain has been 
sextupled and the number of nuns has been 
doubled. This growth, if accurately reported, 
must inevitably lead to the confiscation of 
church property within afew years. Untaxed, 
and added to by tricking of the people into 
making enormous gifts, church property be- 
comes too enormous to be allowed to remain 
in the hands of its owners—they practically 
own the whole country. 'This has been the 
experience of almost al] countries. 


In his address at a consistory, December 
80th, the pope referred to the Italian govern- 
ment as striving to detach the people from 
the church. He demanded the restoration of 
the temporal power, but not, he said, from 
human motivs. It was his right, and he was 
required to preserve it intact and transmit it 


to his successor as one of the inalienable 
treasures of the Christian faith. He alluded 
to the new penal code as an attack on the 
liberty of the clergy, and said an additional 
injury was about to be inflicted on the church 
in the passage of the bill respecting chari- 
table trusts. This was 8 fresh step in the en- 
deavor to efface every vestige of religion 
from civil institutions. By this law all pious 
establishments were to be suppressed or 
transferred, especially those for the dowering 
of girls without portions, those regarding 
girls entering convents, and those by which 
it was provided that masses should be said 
for the souls of the dead. Priests were ex- 
cluded from the benefits of charitable institu- 
tions, and women were admitted to such 
benefits. 


Tux Sabbatarians all over the country are 
activ. In Philadelphia they are moving to 
close the cigar stores on Sunday, and Wana- 
maker’s tool in the post-office, Mr. Field, has 
discontinued several Sunday collections of 
the mail. In Atlanta, Ga., they are endeavor- 
ing to close ‘‘ sacred” concerts. In Cleve- 
land, O., their crusade is against about every- 
thing. In Newark, N. J., and Omaha, Neb., 
the saloons are the object of attack. In 
Minneapolis it is the theaters, and in Denver, 
Col., it is stores in general. The Sabbath 
Union publishes this call to the. faithful: 
“Let the friends of law and order every. 
where stand firm. The most desperate at- 
tempts are being made by the enemies of the 
Sabbath to obstruct legislation, and thus to 
make odious all measures adopted to protect 
the day against lawlessness.” In Chicago, 
the fanatics are also hard at work, but are 
opposed by the Personal Rights League, 


which is preparing to make an activ campaign 
in opposition to Sunday closing in that city. 
Ward clubs will be formed with this purpose 
in view, and their efforts will probably cul- 
minate next spring in the endeavor to elect 
candidates who will nullify the Sunday clos- 
ing ordinances of Chicago. 


Tag latest news from the communistic 
colony of Topolobampo, in Sinaloa, Mex., is 
given by C. C. Remley, who has returned to 
San Francisco. He was induced to join the 
colony by representations of the ideal life 
which was to be enjoyed at Topolobampo. 
Remley joined a party from Kansas City last 
year, and took his family, and supplies suffi- 
cient for a two years’ stay. He remain 
four months, leaving last November. H e 
says the colonists now number about one 
hundred and ten, mostly old men and women- 
who hav become 80 embittered by their disap, 
pointment that they are hard to liv with. if 
these people had means to leave there would 
not be twenty remaining at the place, but 
having put their money in the general fund, 
they can get nothing back. All are paid for 
work in time checks, which cannot be 
cashed, because the directors say there are no 
funds. Remley says some of the land owned 
by the colony is good, but the colonists per- 
sist in planting eastern seed, and they hav 
thus regularly lost their crops. The regular 
diet of the colonists is black-eyed beans and 
corn bread three times a day, and most of 
them are too poor to buy any meat. He pro. 
nounced most of the statements in the Credit 
Foncier, the official newspaper organ, to be 
falsehoods, 98 the colony has nothing to offer 
to new members but hard work and poor 


food. 
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Economics. | 


Letters on the Land Question. 
BY HERBERT SPENCER, FREDERICK GREENWOOD, PROFESSOR 
HUXLEY, SIR LOUIS MALLET, AND JOHN LAIDLER. 


The following letters, reprinted from the London 
Times of recent date (Nov. 7—15, 1889), are of 
great interest, says the editor of the Popular Science 
Monthly, on account of the light they throw upon 
gome of the more important aspests of the question 

f land nationalization, and on the problems of So- 
cialism in general. 
MR, SPENCER'S FIRST LETTER. 

To tae Eprror or rue Times, Sir: During 
the interview between Mr. Morley and some of his 
constituents, reported in your issue of the 5th inst., 
I was referred to as having set forth certain opinions 
respecting land-ownership.* Fearing that, if Ire 
main silent, many will suppose I hav ssid things 
which I hav not said, I find it needful to say some- 
thing in explanation. 

Already within these few years I hav twice pointed 
out that these opinions (made to appear by those 
who hav circulated them widely different from what 
they really are, by the omission of accompanying 
opinions) were set forth in my firet work, published 
forty years sgo; and that, for the last tweive or fif- 
teen years, I hav refrained from issuing new editions 
of that work and hav interdicted translations, because, 
though I still adhere to its general principles, I dis- 
sent from some of the deductions. 

The work referred to—‘ Social Statics ”—was in- 
tended to be a system of political ethics—sbsolute 
political ethics, or that which ought to be, as distin- 
guished from relativ political ethics, or that which 
is at present the nearest practicable approach to it. 
The conclusion reached concerning land-ownership 
was reached while seeking for a valid basis for the 
right of property: the basis assigned by Locke ap- 
pearing to meinvalid. It was argued that a satisfac- 
tory ethical warrant for private ownership could 
arise only by contract between the community, as 
original owner of the inhabited area, and individual 
members, who became tenants, agreeing to pay 
certsin portions of the produce, or its equivalent in 
money, in consideration of recognized claims to the 
rest. And in the course of the argument it was 
pointed out that such a view of land-ownership is 
congruous With existing legal theory and practice ; 
since in law every landowner is held to be a tenant 
of the Crown—that is, of the community, and since, 
in practice, the supreme right of the community is 
asserted by every act of Parliament which, with a 
view to public advantage, directly or by proxy takes 
possession of land after making due compensation. 

- All this was said in the belief that the questions 
raised were not likely to come to the front in our 
time or for many generations; but, assuming that 
‘they would some time come to the front, it was said 
that, supposing the community should assert overtly 
the supreme right which is now tacitly asserted, the 
business of compensation of land-owners would be a 
complicated one: 

One that perhaps cannot be settled in a strictly equitable 
manner. . Most of our present land-owners are men 

. who hav, either mediately or immediately, either by their own 
acts or by the acts of their ancestors, given for their estates 
equivalents of honestly earned wealth, believing that they 
were investing their savings in a legitimate manner. To 
justly estimate and liquidate the claims of such is one of the 
most intricate problems society will one day hav to solve. 


To make the position I then took quite clear, it is 
needful to add that, as shown in a succeeding chap- 
ter, the insistence on this doctrin, in virtue of which 
“the right of property obtains a legitimate founda- 
tion,” had for one of its motives the exclusion of 

“Socialism and Communism, to which I was then as 
profoundly averse as I am now. 

Investigations made during recent years into the 
various forms of social organization, while writing 


*Hatract from the Morley Interview, Mr. Laidler said 
their method of dealing with the land would be that the 
present owners should hold it for their time, and that it 
should revert back to the state. They remembered that Mr. 
Herbert Spencer had said that the land had been taken by 
force and by fraud. That gentleman had also said that to 
right one wrong it takes another. 

Mr. Morley.—Has Mr. Spencer said this ? 

Mr. Laidler.—Yes ; we all know. 
^... Mr. Morley.—You are aware that he has recalled some of 

the things he has laid down? 

Mr. Laidler.—If he has stated truth and recalled it, the 
truth will prevail. 

Mr. Morley.—Do you include houses ? 

Mr. Laidler.—We include land, not houses. 
there is labor, but in land there is not. 

Mr. Morley.—Not? 

Mr. Laidler.— There may be labor exerted in land, but as 
far as the labor is in the land we believe it ougbt to belong to 
the luborer. As the land has been obtained by the method I 
hav named—by force and fraud, as Spencer says—we contend 
that the land ought to be taken back by tbe community and 

‘handed over to the municipalities and county councils to be 
gued in such democratic manner as the people may elect those 
bodies for. 

Mr. Morley.—I cannot think that what is commonly 
called nationalization of the land is anything but what it was 
called the other day—either robbery or folly. I hav really 
no more to say on that subject. 


In houses 


the “Principles of Sociology,” hav in part confirmed 
and in part changed the views published in 1850. 
Perhaps I may be allowed space for quoting from 
“Political Institutions” a paragraph showing the re- 
vised conclusions arrived at: —- 


At first sight it seems fairly inferable that the absolute 
ownership of land by private persons must be the ultimate 
state which industrialism brings about. But though indus. 
trialism has thus far tended to individualize possession of 
land while individualizing all other possession, it may be 
doubted whether the final stage isat presentreached. Own- 
ership established by force does not stand on the same foot- 
ing as ownership established by contract; and though mul- 
tiplied sales and purchases, treating the two ownerships in 
the same way, hav tacitly assimilated them, the assimilation 
may eventually be denied. The analogy furnished by as- 
sumed rights of possession. over- human beings helps us to 
recognize this possibility. For, while prisoners of war, taken 
by force and held as- property in a vague way (being at first 
much on a footing with other members of a household), were 
reduced more definitly to the form of property when the buy- 
ing and selling of slaves became general ; and, while it might 
centuries ago hav been thence inferred that. the ownership 
of man by man was an Ownership in course of being per- 
manently established, yet we see that a later stage of civil- 
ization, reversing this process, has destroyed ownership of 
man by man. Similarly, at a stage still more advanced, it 
may be that private ownership of land will disappear. As 
that primitiv freedom of the individual which existed before 
war established coerciv institutions and personal slavery 
comes to be reéstablished as militancy declines, so it seems 
possible that the primitiv ownership of land by the commu- 
nity, which, with the development of coerciv institutions, 
Japsed in large measure or-wholly into private ownership, 
will be revived- as industrialism further develops. The 
régime of contract, at present so far extended that the right 
of property in movables is recognized only as having arisen 
by exchange of services or products under agreements, or by 
gift from those who had acquired it under such agreements, 
may be further extended so far that the products of the soil 
will be recognized as property only by virtue of agreements 
between individuals as tenants and the community as land- 
owner. Even now, among ourselvs, private ownership of 
land is notabsolute. Inlegaltheoryland-owners are directly 
or indirectly tenants of the crown (which in our day is equiv- 
alent to the state, or, in other words, the community); and 
the community from time to time resumes possession after 
making due compensation. Perhaps the right of the com- 
munity to the land, thus tacitly asserted, will in time to 
come be overtly asserted and acted upon after making full 
allowance for the accumulated value artificially given. . . . 
There is reason to suspect that, while private possession of 
things produced by labor will grow even more definit and 
sacred than at.present, the inhabited area, which cannot be 
produced by labor, will eventually be distinguished as some- 
thing which may not be privately possessed. As the indi- 
vidual, primitivly owner of himself, partially or wholly loses 
ownership of himself during the militant régime, but grad- 
ually resumes it as the industrial régime develops, so possibly 
the communal proprietorship of land, partially or wholly 
merged in the ownership of dominant men during evolution 
of the militant type, will be resumed as the industrial type 
becomes fully evolved (pp. 643-646). 


The use of the words “ possible," “ possibly," and 
“ perhaps " in the above extracts shows that I hav no 
positiv opinion as to what may hereafter take place. 
The reason for this state of hesitancy is that I can 
not see my way toward reconciliation of the ethival 
requirements with the politico-economical require- 
ments. .On the one hand, a condition of things 
under which the owner of, say, the Scilly Isles might 
make tenancy of his land conditional upon profess- 
ing a certain creed or adopting prescribed hebits of 
life, giving notice to quit to any who did not submit, 
is ethically indefensible. On the other hand, 
“nationalization of the land,” effected after compen- 
sation for the artificial value given by cultivation, 
amounting to the greater part of its value, would en- 
tail, in the shape of interest on the required purchase- 
money, as great a sum as is now paid in rent, and in- 
deed s greater, considering the respectiv. rates- of 
interest on landed property and other property. Add 
to which, there is no reason to think that the sub- 
stituted form of administration would be better than 
the existing form of administration. The belief that 
land would be better managed by publie officials than 
it is by private owners is a very wild belief. 

What the remote future may bring forth there is 
no saying; but with a humanity anything like that 
we now know, the implied reorganization would be 
disastrous. I am, eto., HERBERT Spencer. 

MR. GREENWOOD'S LETTER. 

To rug Epiror or tHe Times, Sir: Mr. Herbert 
Spencer’s letter in the Times of to-day carries with 
it a heavy lesson to political philosophers. They are 
taught to remember that this is an age of popular 
education, as well as of social unrest; that their 
books are read not only by students like themselvs, 
who often find their chief interest in a display of 
intellectual subtlety or athleticism, but by thousands 
of men who are ever on the alert for warranted 
theories of social reform that will better their condi- 
tion. And if such theories should happen to be ill- 
considered before publication, or unaccompanied by 
a strong and clear recital of whatever reasons are 
fatal to their application in this work-a-day world, 
the mischief they may do is enormous. How 
clearly Mr. Spencer must see this now. And how 
sorry he must be for having so terribly misled, not 
Mr. Laidler and the Labor party of Newcastle alone 
—that is not imaginable—but many other poor men 
also who habitually hang on the authority of great 
men like himself. 

It was when Mr. Morley was so delicately heckled 
at Newcastle that a member of the Labor party depu- 


assimilation may eventually be denied. . . . ' 
reason to suspect that, while private possession of things 


tation asked him what he thought about the nation- 
alization of the land. Mr. Morley demurred. Mr. 
Laidler said the Labor party had its own plan. 
* They rememberéd that Mr. Herbert Spencer had 
said that the land had been taken by force and fraud; 
that gentleman had also said that to right one wrong 
it takes another." * Why," replies Mr. Morley, * hag 
he said this?’ “ Weall know he has," rejoins Mr. 
Laidler. “But you are aware that he has recalled 
some of the things he has laid down?” “ Yes,” re- 
joins Mr. Laidler ; “but if he has stated truth and 
recalled it the truth will prevail.” There we are. 
This little bit of conversation is precious beyond 
many pages of “absolute political ethios," judged by 
the standard of usefulness; and it will be useful to 
nobody so much as to writers like Mr. Herbert 
Spencer. 

For what has he to say to it all? He says that 
the opinions quoted by Mr. Laidler were set forth 
forty years sgo in a work “intended to be a system 
of absolute political ethics; or that which ought to 
be, a8 distinguished from relativ political ethics, or 
that which is at present. the nearest practical ap- 
proach to it." These opinions were accompanied by 
others which forbid the interpretation sometimes put 
uponthem. But yet, on reflection, they satisfied Mr. 
Spencer so little, he thought them so little guarded 
or corrected by those other opinions of his, that for 
the last fifteen years he has not allowed the book 
that contained them to appear in any language. 
“Though I still adhere to its general principles, I 
dissent from some of the deductions "—those, per- 
haps, which Mr. Laidler regards as truth once uttered 
and never to berecalled. Besides, what Mr. Spencer 
said on this subject “was said in the belief that the 
questions raised were not likely to come to the front 
in our time or for many generations ;’ and it did in- 
clude the statement that, if the community took the 
land, the necessary business of compensation would 
be a complicated one. “To justiy estimate and 
liquidate the claims” of our present landowners “ is 


one of the most intricate problems society one day 


will hav to solve.” Since “ Social Statics ” was pub- 


lished, however, Mr. Spencer has come to revised 
conclusions ; and these he now sets forth in the 


Times. Permit me to quote a few sentences from 


this statement : 


Though industrialism has thus far tended to individualize 


possession of Jand, while individualizing all other possessions, 
it may be doubted whether the final stage is at present 
reached. . Ownership established by force does not stand on 


the same footing as ownership established by contract; and 
though multiplied sales and purchases treating the two 
ownerships in the same way hav tacitly aseimilated them, the 

"here is 


produced by labor will grow even more definit and sacred 
than at present, the inhabited area, which cannot be produced 
by labor, will eventually be distinguished as something which 
may not be privately possessed. . . . Possibly the com- 
munal proprietorship of land, partially or wholly merged in 
the ownership of dominant men during evolution of the 
militant type, will be resumed 85 the industrial type becomes 
fully evolved. 


After quoting these and similar passages from his 


revised opinions, Mr. Spencer makes the following 


observations: “The use of the words ‘possible,’ 
* possibly,’ and * perhaps,’ in the above extracts shows 
that I hav no positiv opinion as to what may here- 
after take place.” But of this Mr. Spencer feels sure: 
Nationalize the land on righteous principles of com- 
pensation, and the interest on the purchase money 
would exceed the sum now paid in rent. Moreover, 
it is a “wild belief” that the land would be better 
managed—i. e., more profitably mansged—by public 
officials than by private owners. “ With a humanity 
anything like that we now know, the implied reor- 
ganization would be disastrous.” 

Well, we hav only to do with the humanity that 
we now know; and being what it is, surely Mr. 
Spencer should hav taken pains from the beginning 
to consider its manifold weaknesses and temptations. 
Yet still he repeats that the individual ownership of 
land was established by force, the assertion that Mr. 
Laidler and the Labor party of Newcastle stand 
upon. While, as for his perhapses and possiblies, 
they are in fact expressions of doubt as to whether 
the community will or will not resume ownership of 
the land, but they are not necessarily to be taken in 
that sense, and any Mr. Laidler might be forgiven if 
he saw in them a suggestion of the right thing to do, 
ora prophecy the fulfillment of which it would not 
be wrong to precipitate. All the more reasonably 
might he think so when he sees that in these same 
revised conclusions Mr. Spencer likens the acquisition 
of property in land by individuals to the old-time 
“ownership of man by man.” “The ownership of 
land was established by force ;” it originated in rob- 
bery; at the root it is robbery stil. That is the 
point for Mr. Laidler ; and, writing for humanity as 
we know it, and as the next generation is likely to 
know it, it is a pity that Mr. Spencer did not guard 
at once and in the strongest way against the prob- 
able uee that humanity, as we know it, would make 
of the assertion. The possible resumption of the 
land by some totally different generation of humanity, 
one that we know not of, should not hav been com- 
mitted to print as the righting of a wrong, without 


the clearest warning that, till that generation comes, 
land nationalization must be an exceeding great folly, 
amounting to absolute disaster. For the good of 
humanity, that was always the most important point 
to insist upon. It is to be feared that some thou- 
sands of Leidlers will not think so much of it now. 
So much does it become political philosophers to be 
careful. Some medicins are also poisons; such medi- 
eins should never be issued over the counter to any 
and every purchaser without a warning label; and 
this I hope I may say without seeming disrespect for 
Mr. Herbert Spencer. 
Your obedient servant, F'RFDERIOK GREENWOOD. 
PROFESSOR HUXLEY'S LETTER. 

To rux Eprron or THE Times Sir: I hav read with 
very great interest the “heckling” of Mr. Morley, 
the letters of Mr. Spencer and of Mr. Greenwood, 
and your editoria] comments on this triangular duel. 
But, if I may speak in the name of that not incon- 
siderab'e number of persons to whom absolute ethics 
and a priori politics are alike stumbling-blocks, per- 
mit me, borrowing a phrase which a learned judge 
has immortalized, to say that “ You hav not helped 
us much.” 

Let me explain the nature of the further help we 
require by putting a case which is not altogether 
imaginary: 

A score of years ago A. B. bought a piece of land; 
he paid the price asked by the vender, and sll the 
conditions required by the law were fulfilled in the 
transference of ownership. The transsction was 88 
much a free contract as if A. B. had gone to market 
and bought a cabbage. At the time that A. B. 
handed over his money he believed that the state 
was a copartner in the contract, in so far that it 

‘undertook to maintain his rights of ownership 
against everything and everybody who should at- 
tempt to invade them, except an act of the legisia- 
ture, or the orders of the commanding officer in war 
time, or a police officer legally authorized. A. B. 
has gone on paying his taxes to the state all these 


My friend Mr. Spencer is, I am sure, the last per- 
son willingly to abet this tendency. But I am afraid 


next time Mr. Morley visits his constituents his per- 
tinacious “heckler” will insist that, after all, the 
younger and the older philosopher are not disagreed 
in principle; and that the difference of “footing” 
between ownership primarily based on force and 
other ownership cannot be cured by efflux of time, 
and justifies the state now, or at any future period, 
in dealing differently with the two. l 

In Ireland confiscation is justified by the appeal 
to wrongs inflicted a century ago; in England the 


of being employed to make this generation of land- 
owners responsible for the misdeeds of William the 
Conqueror and his followers. 
I an, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. H. Buxrzx. 
SIR L: MALLETS LETTER. 


To tHe Eprror or tae Times, Sir: Mr. Frederick 
Greenwood's ietter, and the leading article in the 


letter upon this subject, leave little more to be said 
on several aspects of the question, but there are one 
or íwo points upon which I should be glad of an 
opportunity of adding a few remarks. 

The passage in the “ Political Institutions" quoted 
by Mr. Herbert Spencer has been long familiar to 
the students of his writings, and to some of them, 
who, like myself, are among his sincere admirers, 
has always been a subject of surprise and regret. 

The whole extract should be read, but to save your 
space I confine myself to the concluding sentencer, 
which are enough for my purpose: 

There is reason to suspect that while private possession of 
things produced by labor will grow even more definit and 
sacred than at present, the inhabited area, which cannot be 
produced by labor, will eventually be distinguished as some- 
thing which may not be privately possessed. As tre indi- 
vidua!, primitivly owner of himself, partially or wholly loses 
ownership of himself during the militant régime, but. gradu- 
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that, in spite of all Mr. Spencer’s disclaimers, the. 


theorems of “absolute political ethics” are in danger | 


Times of to day, on Mr. Herbert Spencer's recent | 
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ditions approximate to family or patriarchal life the 
evil is mitigated ; but in a large and complex society, 
to vest the property of the soil in the state, ze, ina 
central government, removed, as it must be, from all 
personal contact with individuals—is to throw upon 
it the paramount obligation of either regulating the 
increase of population or of providing food and 
shelter for increasing numbers by progressiv inroads 
upon the accumulated capital of the country—in 
short, upon the net product, which is the only source 

of a progressiv civilization. The first of these alter- 

nativs cannot be better described than in the words 

of Bastiat: ; 

_ Ce serait créer le plus faillible, le plus universel, le plus 

immédiat, le plus inquisitorial, le plus insupportable, et 

disons, fort heureusement, le pius impossible, de tous les . 
despotismes que jamais cervelle de pacha ou de mufti ait pu 

consevoir.* 

The second course could only lead to the gradual 
pauperization and ultimate bankruptcy of any coun- 
try which had the folly to embark in it. Such an 
experiment would be only comparable to that of a 
vast joint-stock company in which all comers were 
entitled to shares without paying for them. 

The distinction drawn by Mr. Herbert Spencer, in 
common with the late Mr. Mill, between private 
property in land and private property in things pro- 
duced by labor, is one which I believe to hav no eco- 
nomic justification whatever. It ignores the funda- 
mental principle on which the institution of private 
property is grounded—viz., that a due relation 
between demand and supply can be maintained in 
no other way consistently with personal freedom. 

From this point of view the fact that the supply 
of land is practically limited, and that it is, therefore, 


.& natural monopoly, renders it not less but more 


necessary that it should be allowed to be the subject 
of private appropriation. 

Sir Henry Maine has summed up the whole ques- 
tion in a few words, which eannot be too often 
repeated. 

There are two sets of motivs, and two only, by which the 


years, in the full conviction that the state contracted, 
among other things, to afford him the protection 
thus defined. 

A. B’s lawyers assured him that the title to the 
land was perfectly good. This means that, for sev- 
eral centuries at least, neither force nor fraud has 
intervened, but that the land has passed from owner 
to owner by free contract. At the same time, A. B., 
who is somewhat pedantic in the matter of historical 
accuracy, admits that, for anything he knows to the 
contrary, in the reign of King John his bit of land 
may hav belonged to Cedric the Saxon; and that 
possibly the son of that worthy thane, after the quar- 
rel with Rowena, related by a historian of later 
date than Scott, may hav taken forcible possession 
of it, and, in virtue of his favor at court, kept it for 
himself and his descendants. 

Now, my friends and myself, having no better 
guides than common morality and common sense, 
are of opinion that, supposing Ivanhoe to hav be- 
haved in this scandalous fashion, the fact makes not 
the smallest difference in justice or in equity to the 
title of A. B; and that, if it did, the state, which 
has contracted to defend A. B.’s title without the 
least reference to such antiquarian contingencies, 
would commit a gross fraud if it broke its contract 
on any such flimsy pretenses. 

The right to compensation is not in question ; 
what we deny is the tight to disturb A. B. on such a 
ground. 

It would appear, however, that there is some bet- 
ter guidance than that of common morality and com- 
mon sense; “absolute political ethics " is an infalli- 
ble indicator of what we ought to do—whether the 
action indicated is possible or impossible. 

Now, what we want is this very light as to what 
we ought to do in such a concrete case as that I hav 
mentioned. The dictum that “ownership established 
by force does not stand on the same footing as 
ownership established by contract,” I must repeat 
* does not help us.” Construed strictly, it is a mere 
truism; construed broadly, it may cover Mr. Laid- 
ler’s view. 

What we want to know is this:: According to “ ab- 
solute political ethics,” has A. B. a moral as well as a 
legal right to his land or not? 

Tf he has not, how does “ absolute political ethics ” 
deduce his title to compensation? And, if he has, 
how does “absolute political ethics” deduce the 
state’s right. to disturb him? 

No question is raised here as to the right of the 
state to deal with A. B.'s land or anything else he 
possesses on grounds of public utility or necessity ; 
nor do we want to know what may be done by the 
wisdom or the folly of future generations. ‘Absolute 
political ethics” should be independent of time and 
space; and it ought to be able to tell us whether, zn 
foro conscientic, A. B., if he continue to hold his 
land under the circumstances supposed, is an honest 
man or a receiver of stolen goods. 

I intervene in this discussion most unwillingly, 
but I hav long been of opinion that the great po- 
litical evil of our time is the attempt to sanction 
popular acts of injustice by antiquarian and specula- 
tiv arguments. 


ally resumes it as the industrial régime develops; s0, possi- 
bly, the communal proprietorship of land, partially or wholly 


becomes fully evolved. 


case been abolished—on the contrary, it has been 
signally vindicated. 


great bulk of the materials of human subsistence and com- 
fort hav hitherto been produced and reproduced. One has 
led to the cultivation of the Northern states of the American 
Union from the Atlantic to the Pacific; the other had a con- 
siderable share in bringing about the agricultural and indus- 
trial progress of the Southern states, and in old days it pro- 
duced the wonderful prosperity of Peru under the Incas. 
One system is economical competition, the other consists in 
the daily task, perhaps fairly and kindly allotted, but en- 
forced by the prison or the scourge. So far as we hav any 
experience to teach us, we are driven to the conclusion that 
every society of men must adopt one system or the other, or 
it will pass through penury to starvation (Popular Govern- 
ment). 
I hav the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, Lovis Maret. 


MR. SPENCER'S SECOND LETTER. 

To rue Eprrog or THE ÜTrwzs, Sir: As Professor 
Huxley admits that his friend A. B.'s title to his plot 
of land is qualified by the right of the state to dis- 
possess him if it sees well—as, by implication, he 
admits that all landowners hold their land subject 
to the supreme ownership of the state, that is, the 
community—as he contends that any force or fraud 
by which land was taken in early days does not affect 
the titles of existing owners, and «a fortiori does not 
affect the superior title of the community—and as, 
consequently, he admits that the community, as su- 
preme owner with a still valid title, may resume 
possession if it thinks well, he seems to me to leave 
the question standing very much where it stood ; and 
since he, as I suppose, agrees with me that any such 
resumption, should a misjudgment lead to it, ought 
to be accompanied by due compensation for all arti- 
ficial value given to land, I do not see in what re- 
spect we disagree on the land question. I pass, 
therefore, to his comments on absolute political 
ethics. 

* Your treatment is quite at variance with physiological 
principles," wouid probably be the criticism passed by a 
modern practitioner on the doings of a Sangrado, if we suppose 
one to hav survived. ‘Oh, bother your physiological prin- 
ciples,” might be the reply. ‘‘I hav got to cure this disease, 
and my experience tells me that bleeding and frequent 
draughts of hot water are needed." ‘‘ Well,” would be the 
rejoinder, ‘‘if you do not kill your patient, you wil! at any 
rate greatly retard bis recovery, as you would probably be 
aware had you read Professor Buxley’s ‘ Lessons on Element- 
ary Physiology.’ and the mure elaborate books on the sub- 
ject which medica] students hav to master.” 

This imaginary conversation will sufficiently sug- 
gest-that, before there can be rational treatment of a 
disordered state of the bodily functions, there must be 
a conception of what constitutes their ordered state : 
knowing what is abnormal implies knowing what is 
normal. That Prof. Huxley recognizes this truth is, 
I suppose, proved by the inclusion of physiology in 
that course of medical education which he advocates. 
If he says that abandonment of the Sangrado treat- 
ment was due, not to the teachings of physiology, 
but to knowledge empirically gained, then I reply 
that if he expands this statement so as to cover all 
improvements in medical treatment he suicidally re- 


merged in the ownership of dominant men during evolution 
of the militant type, will be resumed as the industrial type 


The analogy here suggested between the owner- 
ship of man by other men, or slavery, and the pri- 
vate ownership of land, with the inference drawn 
from it, that as the first has been abolished in civil- 
ized countries the second may possibly share its fate, 
has always appeared to me essentially fallacious. 

The principle of private property, so far as the 
term is applicable to human beings, has not in their 


The destruction of slavery asserted the right of 
every man to property in himself, while prohibiting 
the ownership of man by other men, both individu- 
ally and collectivly. It was the restitution of a right 
of property from a wrongful to a rightful owner. 
In order to render Mr. Spencer's analogy applicable, 
it seems to me that the right of ownership in one 
man by another, instead of being abolished alto- 
gether, should hav been transferred, as it is proposed 
to do in the case of land, from the individual to the 
state. 

But, however this may be, it seems clear that the 
principle which includes the ownership of one man 
by another, rests upon the same grounds as that 
which includes private property in land, viz., that the 
geveral interests of society are best promoted by 
personal freedom. 

There seems to be sufficient evidence that com- 
pulsory labor is less productiv than free labor, and if 
this is so we may conclude, even setting aside all 
considerations of humanity or morality, that the in- 
terests of society are better promoted by free labor 
or property in one’s self, than by slavery or property 
in others. 

This is usually admitted, but it is necessary to 
insist upon what is always forgotten by those who 
declaim against private property in land—that this 
last institution also is an essential condition of per- 
sonal freedom, as by no other means short of coer- 
cion ean a due relation be maintained between de- 
mand and supply. 

Whoever holds the land holds that which, being 
limited in extent (the only assumption on which the 
question arises), imposes on its possessor the func- 
tion and duty, which he is bound in the interest of 
society, no less than his own, to perform, of restricting 
an undue pressure on the soil, whether for agrioult- 
ural or urban purposes, whether for food or shelter, 
by the increasing wants of the population. 

If the family is the economic unit, this object may 
be effected by the exercise of the personal responsi- 
bility and authority of its head in regulating supply, 
and by a gradual augmentation of price and rent in 
restraining demand. When the limits of production 
or supply are reached, any additional population 
must migrate or be supported, if possible, by charity. 

But whenever the economie unit is extended so 8s 
to include a whole community, this personal respon- 
sibility, and with it personal liberty, disappears. In 
a small district (a village or canton) where the con- 


*It would be to create the most fallible, the most univer- 
sal, the most autocratic, the most inquisitorial, the most 
insupportable, and let us say—very happily—the most impos- 
sible of all despotisms that ever brain of pacha or of mufti 
may hav conceived. 
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jects the teaching of physiological principles as 
useless. ; 

Without insisting upon that analogy between a 
society and an organism which results from the inter- 
dependenoe of parts performing different functions— 
though I believe he recognizes this—I think he will 
admit that conception of a social state as disordered 
implies conception of an ordered social state. We 
may fairly assume that, in these modern days at 
least, all legislation aims at a better; and the con- 
ception of a betier is not possible without concep- 
tion of a best. If there is rejoicing because certain 
diseases hav been diminished by precautions enforced, 
the implied ideal is a state in which these diseases 
hav been extinguished. If particular measures are 
applauded because they hav decreased criminality, 
the implication is that the absence of all crime is a 
desideratum. .Hence, however much a politician may 
pooh-pooh social ideals, he cannot take steps toward 
bettering the social state without tacitly entertaining 
them. And though he may regard absolute political 
ethies as an airy vision, he makes bit by bit reference 
to it in everything he does. I simply differ from him 
in contending for a consistent and avowed reference, 
instead of an inconsistent and unacknowledged refer- 
ence. 

Even without any such strain on the imagination 
as may be required to concsive a community consist- 
ing entirely of honest and honorable men—even with- 
out asking whether there is not a set of definit limits 
to individual actions which such men would severally 
insist upon and respect—even without asserting that 
these limits must, in the nature of things, result 
when men hav severally to carry on their lives in 
proximity with one another, I should hav thought it 
sufficiently clear that our system of justice, by inter- 
dieting murder, assault, theft, libel, etc., recognizes 
the existence of such limits and the necessity for 
meintaining them; and I should hav thought it 
manifest enough that there must exist an elaborate 
system of limits or restraints on conduct, by con- 
formity to which citizens may cooperate without 
dissension. Such a system, deduced as it may be 
from the primary conditions to be fulfilled, is what I 
mean by absolute political ethics. The complaint of 
Professor Huxley that absolute politica! ethics does not 
show us what to do in each concrete case seems to 

-be much like the complaint of a medical practitioner 
who should speak slightingly of physiological gener- 
alizations because they did not tell him the right 
dressing for a wound or how best to deal with vari- 
cose veins. I cannot here explain further, but any 
one who does not understand me may find the mat- 
ter discussed at length in a chapter on “ Absolute and 
Relstiv Ethics” contained in the “ Data of Ethics.” 

It appears to me somewhat anomalous that Professor 
Huxley, who is not simply a biologist but is familiar 
with science at large, and who must recognize the 
reign of law on every hand, should tacitly assume 
that there exists one group of lawless phenomena 
—social phenomena. For if they are uot lawless— 
if there are any natural laws traceable throughout 
them, then our aim should be to ascertain these and 
conform with them, well knowing that non-conformity 
will inevitably bring penalties. Not taking this view, 
however, it would seem as though Professor Huxiey 
agrees with the mass of “ practical” politicians, who 
think that every legislativ measure is to be decided 
by estimation of probabilities unguided by a priori 
conclusions. Well, had they habitually succeeded, 
one might not wonder that they should habitually 
ridicule abstract principles; but the astounding 
accumulation of failures might hav been expected to 
cause less confidence in empirical methods. Of the 
18,110 public acts passed between 20 Henry III. and 
the end of 1872, Mr. Janson, vice-président of the 
Law Society, estimates that four-fifths hav been 
wholly or partially repealed, and that in the years 
1870-1872 there were repealed 3,532 acts, of which 
2,759 were totally repealed. Further, I myself 
found, on examining the books for 1881-1883, that 
in those years there had been repealed 650 acts be- 
longing to the present reign, besides many of 
preceding reigns. Remembering that acts which are 
repealed hav been doing mischief, which means loss, 
trouble, pain to great numbers—remembering, thus, 
the enormous amount of suffering which this helter- 
skelter legislation has inflicted for generations and 
for centuries, I think it would not be amiss to ask 
whether better guidance may not be had, even 
though it should come from absolute political ethics. 

I regret that neither space nor health will permit 
me to discuss any of the questions raised by Sir 
Louis Mallet. And here, indeed, I find myself com- 
pelled to desist altogether. In so far as I am 
concerned, the.coxtroversy must end with this 
letter. I am, eto., HERBERT SPENCER. 

MB. LAIDLER'B LETTER. 

To rae Epnrror or rug Timers, Sir: As one of the 
deputetion of members of the Newcastle Labor 
Electoral Organization who recently waited upon 
Mr. John Morley, M.P., to ascertain his opinions on 
certain political and social topics, I was intrusted by 
my fellow-members of the delegation with the ques- 
tion of the nationalization of the land, and this sub- 
ject I discussed with Mr. Morley. In doing so, I 


| sought to baek up my position by quoting the ninth 
chapter of “Social Statics,” by Mr. Herbert Spencer, 
and I certainly thought I had a good case when I 
found on my side the most distinguished authority 
of our time. To my great surprise I now find that 
in the letters which he has addressed to you, Mr. 
Herbert Spencer appears to be very anxious to repu- 
diate the doctrins which he preached so elcquently 
in 1850. Now, although it is a common thing for 
the politician of to-day to repudiate principles and 
deductions which he formerly warmly espoused and 
to adopt others which he once energetically con- 
demned, one does not expect the same vacillation on 
the part of a distinguished philosopher like Mr. Her- 
bert Spencer. I find it difficult to understand his 
position, which seems to be this—that while adher- 
ing to his general principles he abandons certain 
deductions therefrom. Now, to my mind, the ninth 
chapter of “Social Siatics” which deals with “The 
right to the use of the earth,” seems as true, as log- 
ical, and as unanswerable an argument in favor of 
the nationalization of the land as it doubtless 
appeared to Mr. Spencer on the day it was written. 
Lat us trace the course of his argument through the 
ten sections of which the chapter is composed: 

1. Given a race of beings having like claims to 
pursue the objects of their desires, and a world into 
which such beings are similarly born, it unavoidably 
follows that they hav equal rights to the use of this 
world. Conversely, it is manifest that no one, or 
part.of them, may use the earth in such a way as to 
prevent the rest from similarly using it. 

2. Equity, therefore, does not permit property in 
land. O:herwise, landless men might equitably be 
expelled from the earth altogether. 

3. We find yet further reason to deny the rectitude 
of property in land. Violence, fraud, the prerogativ 
of force, the claims of superior cunning, these are 
the sources to which titles may be traced. Could 
valid claims thus be constituted? Hardly. If not, 
what becomes of the pretensions of all subsequent 
holders of estaies so obtained? 

4. Not only hav present land tenures an indefensi- 
ble origin, but it is impossible to discover any mode 
in which land can become private property. Oulti- 
vation cannot giv a legitimate title. 

5. Why not agree to a fair subdivision of the land? 
Until we can demonstrate that men born after a 
certain date should be doomed to slavery, we must 
consider no such allotment permissible. 

6. Hither men hav a right to make the soil private 
property or they hav not. No compromise is possible. 
If they hav such a right, then the duke of Sutherland 
may justifiably banish Highlanders to make room for 
sheep- walks. 

7. After all, nobody does implicitly believe in land- 
lordism. If a canal, a railway, or a turnpike road is 
to be made, we do not seruple to seize just as many 
acres a8 may be requisit. If we decide that the 
claims of individual ownership must giv way, then we 
imply that the right of the nation at large to the soil 
is supreme. 

8. To what does this doctrin, that men are equally 
entitled to the use of the earth, lead? Instead of 
being in the possession of individuals, the country 
would be held by the great corporate body—society. 
Instead of leasing his acres from an isolated pro- 
prietor, the farmer would lease them from the nation. 
Clearly, on such a system, the earth might be inclosed, 
occupied, and cultivated in entire subordination to 
the law of equal freedom. 

9. No doubt great difficulties must attend the 
resumption, by mankind at large, of their rights to 
the soil. The question of compensation to existing 
proprietors is a complicated one—one that perhaps 
cannot be settled in a strictly equitable manner. But 
there are others besides the landed class to be con- 
sidered. The rights of the many are in abeyance. 
To deprive others of their rights to the use of the 
earth is to commit a crime inferior only in wicked- 
ness to the crime of taking away their lives or per- 
sonal liberties. 

10. The right of each man to the use of the earth, 
limited only by the like rights of his fellow-men, is 
immediately deducible from the law of equal free- 
dom. The maintenance of this right necessarily for- 
bids private property in land. The theory of the co- 
heirship of all men to the soil is consistent with the 
highest civilization, and, however difficult it may be 
to embody that theory in fact, equity sternly com- 
mands it to be done. 

In the foregoing digest, beyond one or two con- 
necting words, the language is that of Mr. Herbert 
Spencer himself. Does it not constitute an unan- 
swerable argument in favor of the nationalization of 
the land? If the author would permit it to be re- 
printed, what an admirable tract the ninth chapter 
of “Social Statics” would be for the propagation of 
Sosialistic principles! But he now seems to repudi- 
ate the offspring of his own genius! We hav, how- 
ever, a right to ask that, instead of a vague repudia- 
tion in general terms, Mr. Herbert Spencer should 
tell us specifically what deductions he has abandoned 
and why he has abandoned them. We might then 
endeavor to answer his answers to his own proposi- 
tions. Yours, Joan LarprzR, Bricklayer. 


What to Do and How. 


Mr. Burnham's article in Taz Trot Serxer of 
January 4th, appeared at a time when I was in “the 
grip” of a foe compelling all my attention, when Mr. 
Burnham’s allegation of popish tendencies in me was 
not a sufficient counter-irritant to attract much notice. 
A second reading of his article now only tempts ma 
to a few brief remarks upon it. As to my charge 
that his articles exhibit “pernicious partisanship,” 
which he repels as impossible, I simply affirm that 
his second presents even better evidence of it than 
his first. My statement that the present officers of 
the American Secular Union hav made a success of 
other affairs in this world, he says, implies “that 
they will make a success in another world,” when he 
well knows that the real implication intended was 
that it was fair to expect that their business abilities - 
would enable them to manage the affairs of the Union ` 
successfully. .Again he twists my words unfairly to 
make them imply that the Union had never before 
had so efficient officers, when it is easy to see that I 
laid stress on their leisure and opportunity to do 
good service, and in this comment I necessarily 
meant to indicate only the three executiv officers, and 
not to include myself—having little spare time to 
devote to American Secular Union work. 

I really think the Union never had abler officers 
than Wakeman, Leland and Palmer, but they had 
not the leisure to giv it much time, and the Union 
was not then paying for all of one person’s time. 

Mr. Burnham dubs me pope because I gave “ the 
real interpretation of the constitution, its purposes 
and aims.” He would hav used his time and space 
to better advantage than by putting unwarranted 
implications to my words, if he had shown wherein 
my interpretation of the constitution, eto., was incor- 
rect. Now, let him either prove me wrong or say 
whether he is for or against the objects stated. . 

In Freethought of January 4th, Mr. W. F. Jamie- 
son comments on “ The Scope of Conventions,” and 
writes as follows: 

Now the question is, Should the call be made broader, or 
the convention narrower? If the Secular congress and state 
Secular Unions exist for the ‘‘ gole purpose” of Secularizing 
the state, then I think there is urgent necessity for Liberals 
all over the United States to organize Libertylodges. When 
sufficiently numerous in & county, say four lodges, to hold 
regular quarterly assemblies at various points in the county. 
When there are six counties organized call a state Liberty 
lodge. When there are fifteen, or even a dozen, state lodges, 
call a national Libertylodge. The state lodges to meet once 
a year, the national once in three years. Such societies 
would strengthen the Secular congress and etate Secular 
Unions. The calls of all Liberty lodges should be as free as 
liberty, fraternal as humanity; the discussions should ex- 
clude no question appertaining to the welfare of the race, 
should include all subjects covered by science. 

That is a good suggestion, which ought some time 
to materialize—the sooner the better—but in the 
mean time the local branch organizations of the 
American Secular Union can serve as Liberty lodges, 
and be so named, if the locals prefer. 

The American Secular Union has not proposed to 
hamper or limit the purposes and work of locals. 
They are even advised and urged to keep up the 
interest of regular meetings by discussions on all 
lines of radical, political, and social reforms. They 
hay all the year round to devote to any variety of 
debates that may entertain the members, and serve 
to keep them a-coming to meetings, but there are 
three reasons why this cannot now be the policy of 
national conventions of the American Secular Union: 
firet, because of the limitations of its constitution, 
second, the limitations of time, and third, because it 
is the best policy in any society organized for action 
—not merely for debate—to take hold of but a few 
practical things at a time. Our local Liberal clubs, 
leagues, or lodges may be run mainly for enteriain- 
ment or instruction, and as occasion offers effect some 
useful reform in Secularization or any line of Radical 
work at home, but our national conventions ought as 
far as possible to be centers and occasions for con- 
centrated effort to do something, or for laying the 
plans for doing something, to promote the stated ob- 
jects of the American Secular Union, and as we grow 
in strength and wealth and ability to undertake a 
greater variety of reform work, we can expand the 
purposes of the American Secular Union, or organize 
other national conventions for practical work in other 
directions. 

Secular Thought prints the constitution of the 
Secular Society of Des Moines, Ia., as follows: 


1. To combat the inherent superstition of all religions; 


‘to oppose intemperance, lawlessness, polygamy, free love, 


and Anarchy; to uphold the light of science and to encour- 
age investigation, advocating at all times the supremacy of 
reason. 2. To destroy nothing that is good, but to pull the 
weeds and uproot only such trees as bear poisonous fruit. 
8. To disseminate knowledge; to teach the purest morality 
both by precept and example; to discourage war, bloodshed, 
and unjust persecution ; to annul the aggressiv movement of 
any sect or people, and to oppose by rational appeal any 
spirit hostil to the well-being of the human race. 4 To 
labor assiduously for the accomplishment of the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism as adopted by the American Secular 
Union. 


Other local societies may favor Anarchy or Social- 
ism, and some may prefer a broader or narrower plat- 
form than that adopted in Des Moines—many being 
directly opposed to others in certain points—but all 
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that indorse the Nine Demands of the American Sec- 
ular Union can help Liberalism and Secularism by 
“laboring assiduously” to support its officers and its 
work. E. B. Foors, Jr. 
cee t 
ruth Needs No Bolstering. 


. Your paper is called Tux Trors SEEKER. 

This is a modest name. It does not claim to hav 
the truth, but to be seeking for it. 

I would be a truth seeker. I hav sought after it 
for many years. I constantly hear the voices of 
many minds, who say, “Lo here,” and “Lo there, 
this is the truth!’ I reach out my hands and grasp 
it, as a verity ; but soon it palla on my senses, and in 
my hands crumbles to dust. I look about me into 
this selfish man built world and ask, Who is there in 
all this monopoly of wealth and position that stands 
on .tenable ground and may not hav both wealth 
and position swept away from. them by the 
incoming tide? In short, what is the reality, the 
substance, of our lives? The Talmagean Christian 
says, “Look to Christ, he will guide you unto all 
truth.” Tue Truru Serxer says, “This is nonsense; 
we don’t believe in your Christianity; it isn’t Jarge 
enough to take in all nations and peoples.” Away 
with professors of religions and builders of magnifi- 
cent cathedrals while there are homeless wanderers, 
and children left alone either to beg or starve ! 

As our minds develop, we are no longer satisfied 
to be followers of traditions or man-made theories. 
We ask the bigot and dogmatist to allow us fresdom 
to seek for truth in our own way. And what we ask 
for we must cheerfully grant to others, and it is a 
stubborn fact which can never be set aside that ridi- 
cule and sarcasm hav neither resgon or logic, and 
therefore do not win souls to the love of truth. 
When we love our fellow-man as ourselvs we shall 
care little what his belief is; we shall see in him 
only a brother like ourselvs. If we kncw be is 
hampered by error and superstition we will not tear 
the cloak off too hastily, but warm him so with the 
sunshine of our better humanity and help him with 
our deeds of love and kindness that he will know it 
is far better to liv the truth than to be a mere specu- 
lator about subjects which can be of no use to us in 
this or any stage of existence. 

Let us hav no putting down of stakes, and glorify- 
ing any ism. We are as yet but only a little way up 
the mount of investigation. Let us not go so hastily 
as to lose sight of the landmarks here and there along 
the road. They may be of use to us when we reach 
the top, and the full glare of truth dawns upon us. 
They will serve as plummet and rule, and the details 
will be necessary to show how each part goes to 
make the grand composit whole. Sara E. Hervey. 

Onset, Mass. 


nt ee 
The Washington Convention. 


To rae Evrror or Tug Trors Sesxer, Sir: Long 
ere this time the readers of your splendid paper 
know what is being done in Washington for the 
cause of mental liberty. 

Brother C. B. Reynolds is workiag with a will to 
put Freethought in keen fighting trim to meet the 
insidious foe of progress and reform, viz , orthodoxy. 

In his communication which appeared in a recent 
number of Tae Trurx Srzkr& he has set forth the 
aims and objects of the leading Liberals of Washing- 
ton, and what they hope to gain by organization, 
much more fully than I could ever hope to do so. 
I will be brief. 

As secretary of the state central committee I 
wish to urge the readers of Tae Trura SEEKER into 
activ and earnest work in behalf of our coming con- 
vention. Now is the time, and we hope all the be- 
lievers in the Nine Demands will be prompt in send- 
ing aid to the central committee 80 that success may 
be guaranteed, and the flag kept above the cross in 
the grand new state of Washington. 

The hall has been secured and a splendid program 
arranged, and all who can attend will be richly re- 
warded, as we expect to hav some of the most elo- 
quent men and women in the West address the con- 
vention. 

Over eight hundred letters hav been sent out to 
Liberals all over the state, and it is the hope of the 
committee to see a large and enthusiastic attendance 
on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 1890. 

Delegates are earnestly requested to assemble at 
Freed’s hall on Ninth street, between Olive and Pine 
streets (the electric street-cars run within a few steps 
of the hall), on Tuesday morning, January 28th, at 
9:30, gharp. 

The sessions of the convention will be held at 9:30 
A.M. and 2 rm. each day. Banner presentation and 
address by Ex-Senator R. Winsor at 3:30 r.m., Tues- 
day. Evenings devoted to public lectures. An ad- 
mirable and most attractiv program. 

All coming over the Northern Pacific railroad will 
purchase regular tickets and ask for certificates for 
delegates to the “ Washington convention of Secular- 
ists at Seattle.” Such certificates, when signed by 
C. B. Reynolds at the convention, entitle bearers to 
return tickets for one-fifth fare. Be sure to get “del- 


The True Story of the Religious Riot at Ax- 


town and hit it hard last October, but we siill liv, 
move, and hav a being. He came of his own accord, 
and billed the town to lecture in the Presbyterian 
church, on “ Romanism Not of God.” 
the first lecture Oetober 22d, and announced that the 
next night he would lecture on “ Aurieular Confession 
Exposed," at the Methodist Episcopal church, to 
men only, and billed the town himself the next day. 
But said lecture did not materialize. 
sent couriers out and brought in their full force, 
about fifty men, and early in the evening of said lect- 
ure they met at the Hibernian hall and organized for 


odist Episcopal church was well filled with the peo- 
ple of the town and country. The speaker was 
ready to commence his lecture, when the mob marched 


egate’s certificate” when purchasing ticket. The 
same reduction is promised on the Hunt system. 

We hav plenty of good material in Washington if 
it can only be utilized, and it is to be hoped that can 
be done through a practical organization. 

Mr. George M. Boman is doing a vast deal of 
good, practical work, and Liberalism can always find 
him employment, and no opportunity is let go by 
default by that earnest worker. 

In closing let me appeal to every Liberal in Wash- 


ington to aid in the necessary and important work 
of state organization, and if you cannot attend the 
convention, do what you can for the cause in a finan- 
cial way. Those desiring to send money to sid in 
the work can address the same to P. Wickstrom, 
treasurer, corner of Eighth and Columbia streets, 
Seattle, Wash., or, 


R. J. Wirsox, 
Secretary State Central Committee. 
Post-office box 816, Seattle, Wash. 


oe 


tell, Kan. 
One Rev. J. G. White, of Stanford, Ill., struck our 


He delivered 


The Hiberniaus 
the purpose of breaking up said lecture. 


The Meth- 


straight from the hall to the Methodist Episcopal 


church ; and about half of them entered the church. 


The speaker had just commenced his lecture, when, 
by a given signal from their leader, the riot com- 
menced. And it was pandemonium from that on. 
Pistols, clubs, and shillalehs were fiourished in a 
manner to make an Infidel think there was a sure- 
enough hell, and that right here on earth, and that 
too in the Methodist Episcopal church—just what 
they hav always preached, but never so forcibly 
demonstrated. The mob sang “ John Brown's Body,” 
and hollaed, * Rats! rats!” “To hell with the law !" 
* Pull him out!” * Kill him!” Some cf the audience 
were knocked down, some fell down between the 
seats, and others jumped out at the windows, and 
the mob shouted, “Hurrah for ould Ireland.” It 
made me think of bleeding Kansas and the uproar 
along about 1858-1860. The mayor of the town and 
a small force of resolute men stood between the 
speaker and the mob and stopped them, preventing 
them from getting the speaker. The seats were 
broken and the dear old Bible was trampled under- 
foot. Oh, my! but the brethren did feel so bad about 
it; they said something about desecrating the holy 
book of God. 

. The mayor then told the mob if they would leave 
there should not be any lecture that night. The 
mob then returned to their hal and commenced 
building a bonfire to enthuse over their success, but 
the priest stopped them. Oh, how beautiful is the 
Christian religion, where the brethren dwell in love 
and peace together! “For we know we hav passed 
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” 
The next day the citizens met in mass meeting to 
consider the situation, the mayor presiding. After 
mature deliberation it was resolved to call the Rev. 
Mr. White back and hav the lecture, not so much for 
the lecture, but to see if we lived in a free country. 
The mayor was authorized by the convention to see 
that order was maintained at all hazards, the citizens 
pledging themselvs to stand by him. He organized 
a strong police force and sent for a company of the 
state militia at Marysville, distance twenty-four 
miles. Mr. White was notified and came the day 
before the lecture, and was guarded at the hotel all 
night by order of the mayor. 

At the hour of the lecture Mayor Sitler with his 
police force and a company of state militia marched 
to the town hall. There was a Jarge audience, many 
coming from adjacent towns. The lecture was de- 
livered, and one long to be remembered, especially 
by the Catholics. The rioters will be brought before 
our next term of court, sitting in February, to answer 
the charge of riot and conspiracy. The confession 
business is a very tender plant, and must be guarded 
at all hazards. It is strange, if the priest can pardon 
sins, that he should object to having it made public. 
Perhaps the Infidels would take a few job-lots. I 
do not know that the Protestant confession is much 
improvement on the Catholic, for we can just confess 
to God through Jesus Christ all by ourselvs in our 
little closet, and nobody will ever know it except 
Christ, and he is dead and dead men tell no tales. 
So take the confession as taught by the orthodox 
churches, and no wonder so many are jerked to Jesus 
at the end of arope. If you believe in God, believe 
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also in the power of the Great Whore of Babylon to 
raise hell generally when its confessional is attacked. 
Axtell, Kan., Jan. 6, 1890. 


—————— 9-4 — —————— 
A New Sabbath Observance Argument. 

The people of Lansing and vicinity, Michigar, 
hav been subject to a special divine favor in the form 
of a letter the original of which is multiplied through 
the assistance of a demoniac machine known under 
the name of printing-press, and numerous copies of 
said letter are spread among the faithful. Our com- 


pliments are dus to its divine author for his correct 
German, and to G. H. Boppe, editor of the Frei- 
denker, on behalf of ourselvs and our fellow-beinge, 
for the great service he has rendered us in presery- 
ing this rare object, and for the present and future 
happiness of mankind so valuable a document, from 
oblivion. 


The title of the divine message is: 
LETTER FROM HEAVEN, 


seen, written in golden letters in the air, and sent to us 
through the assistance of god’s angel Michael —— — To whom- 
soever that copies this letter he will bow himself, but turn 
&way from those who despise it. 


Whosoever works on Sunday is damned. I, Jesus Christ, 


enjoin you, therefore, not to work on Sunday, but to proceed 
to church and pray with devotion, yet not with painted face, 
nor wearing expensiv lace, ribbons, or fashionable neck orne- 
ments, neither with bangs nor false, braided hair. 
these giv birth to vanity and pride. 
shall, with humble heart, donate to the poor. Believe, this 
letter is sent from me, that you do not continue to liv like an 
irrational animal. You hav six days of the week—in these 
you shall do your work, but the seventh day, being Sunday, 
youshall keep holy. If you neglect to do so, I will send war, 
starvation, famin, and epidemics, and punish you with those 
calamities I sent over the Egyptians in the time of Moses, 
making you fiee from the land. I, Jesus Christ, command 
you also not to work too long on Saturdays, that you be able 
to get up early and attend church in due time—this to every- 
one, old or young, that you may possess devotional spirit 
aud repent of your sins, so that they may be forgiven you. 
Struggle not for possession of silver and gold. Do no evil 
with my property; yet, above all, avoid pride, also such 


All of 
From your riches you 


wishes and desires as are of the fiesh, they being the cursed 
road that goes to hell. Still, remember I created you and can 
save you. Do nobody harm with your tongue. Do not re- 
joice}when thy neighbor suffers, but take compassion on him. 
You, children, honor your father and mother, then it will go 
well with you. Whosoever does not believe and keep these 
commandments is eternally lost and damned. Also, leave 
off that terrible swearing; he that does not will be called to 
severe account, and the anger of God will now and ever be 
over him. I, Jesus Christ, hav written this letter in my own 
hand. Whosoever speaks against it or will not believe in it 
and who departs from me shall be given neither happiness 
nor blessings. Whosoever has a copy of this letter shall in- 
form another person of it; if he does not, he shall be excluded 
from the Christian church and from my forgivness. And 
are your sins even so many as the sand in the ocean, as the 
grass of the field, and the stars in the heaven, yet they shall 
be forgiven if you show earnest repentance. Believe what 
the letter says. He that believes it not shall die and suffer 
pain in hell. Whosoever has this letter in the house or car- 
ties it about his or her person shall be protected from light- 
ning as well as fire and water. Keep, therefore, these my ` 
commandments which I send to you through my angel 
ichael. 


Brethren in unbelief, let each and every one of us 
get a copy of this heavenly patent-preservativ, believe 
it, show it, and do not lose it. 

. — eor 


Correction and Explanation. 


I made a mistake by numbering the days of the 
week wrong. George Washington did appoint 
Thursday, Nov. 26, 1789, as a day of thanksgiving. 
And again, Jan. 1, 1795, to giv thanks to the “ Great 
Ruler of Nations,” especially for suppressing the 
whisky rebellion. But there was no repetition of 
that kind of foolishness until the Infidel president, 
Abe Lincoln, came in. 

Bruno’s martyrdom was Feb. 17, 1600, which was 
Thursday. But Feb. 17, 1600, old style, was Feb. 
6, new style, which was Sunday. The new style was 
adopted in Italy in 1582, but in England not until 
1751. Borr. 


— SS — — — —— 

The Brotherhood of Moralists. 

The following is a report of the work done in 

December by the propaganda committee of the 
Brotherhood of Moralists at Hannibal, Mo.: 

SEORETARY’S REPORT. 
Number of members at last report............ eere 
Enroled since last report....... eese 


dici 802 

Those enroled this month are from Missouri, Illinois, 

Kansas, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Colorado, 
and California. F. H. Rav, Sec. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Balance from last month.............. eese $6 45 

Received from L. R. Titus and J. A. Melton, each $1... 

From Daniel Cook, L. M. Stanley, and D. C. Wisner, 

each 10 cents............ eese 


Mailing constitutions, etc... 
6 75 
A. R. Ayres, Treas. 
— to 

Conrrary to our usual custom, we call attention to 
the advertisment of Mr. P. H. Foster, the Long 
Island nurseryman. We do this because Mr. Foster 
is a Freethinker who has taken Tue Trors SEEKER 
for many years, and whom we believe to be an honest 
and reliable man. Our friends who want anything 
in his line will do well to write to him. : 


Balance 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 18, 1590. 


38 
Communications. 
Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian ? 
CHAPTER XIV. 
Evivence GatsereD From — Lixcorw's LETTERS, 


SPEECHES, AND CONVERSATIONS. 


The Bible and Christianity—Christ’s Divinity—Future Re- 
wards and Punishments—Freedom of Mind—Fatalism— 
Providence—Lines in Copy. book—Parker—Paine—Op- 
position of Church—Rebukes Christians—Profanity— 
Temperance Reform—Golden Rule. 


The testimony of eighty witnesses will now be 
supplemented by evidence from the tongue and pen 
of Lincoln himself. The greater portion of what he 
wrote and uttered against Christianity. hag perished ; 
but enough has been preserved to demonstrate, even 
in the absence of other evidence, that he was not a 
Christian. From his letters, spesches, and recorded 
conversations, the following radical sentiments hav 
been extracted. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of Holland and Bate- 
man to prove that Lincoln was & believer in Chris- 
tianity, it is admitted that in his conversation with 
Bateman he said: 

Iam not a Christian (Holland’s Life of Lincoln, pp. 236, 
281). 

When his Christian friends at Petersburg inter- 
fered to prevent his proposed duel with Shields and 
told him that it was contrary to the teachings of the 
Bible and Christianity, he remarked: 

The Bible is not my book, nor Christianity my profession 
(Letter of W. Perkins). | j 

While at Washington, in a letter to his old friend, 
Judge Wakefield, written in 1862, in answer to inqui- 
ries respecting his belief and the expressed hope 
that he had become convinced of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, he replied as follows: ; 

My earlier views of the unsoundness of the Christian 
scheme of salvation and the human origin of the scriptures 
hav become clearer and stronger with advancing years and I 
see no reason for thinking I shallever change them. 

In a discussion touching upon the paternity of 
Jesus, he said: 

There must hav been sexual intercourse between man and 
woman, and not between God and his daughter. 

The above words were uttered in the presence of 
. Mr. Green Carruthers and Mr. W. A. Browning, of 

Springfield. 
Lincoln contended that Jesus was either the son 
' of Joseph and Mary, or the illegitimate son of Mary. 

In a conversation with his friend, Mr. E. H. 
Wood, of Springfield, concerning the doctrin of end- 
less punishment, he said: : 

There is no hell. 

In regard to this subject he often observed: 

If God be a just God, all will be saved or none (Manford’s 
Magazine). 

The orthodox idea of God—a God that creates 
poor, fallible beings, and then forever damns them 
for failing to believe what it is impossible for them 
to belisve—he abhorred. The Golden Rule was his 
moral standard, and by this standard he measured 
not only the conduct of man, but of God himself. 
Like the irrepressible Dr. T. L. Brown, he wanted 

. God to “damn others as he would be damned him- 
self.” He delighted to repeat the epitaph of the old 
: Kickapoo Indian, Johnnie Kongapod: 
Here lies poor Johnnie Kongapod ; 
Hav mercy on him, gracious God, 


As he would do if he were God 
And you were Johnnie Kongapod. 


Lincoln thought that God ought at least to be as 
merciful as a respectable savage. 

Many contend that the doctrin of future rewards 
and punishments, even if untrue, has a restraining 
influence upon the masses of mankind. That Lin- 
coln did not share this fallacious opinion, is shown 
by the following extract from an address delivered 
in Springfield in 1842: 

Pleasures to be enjoyed, or pains to be endured, after we 
shall be dead and gone, are but little regarded. . . . 
There is something. so ludicrous, in promises of good, or 
threats of evil, a great way off, as to render the whole sub- 
ject with which they are connected, easily turned into ridi- 
cule. ‘ Better lay down that spade you're stealing, Paddy— 
if you don’t, you'll pay for it at the day of judgment.” ‘Be 
the powers, if ye’ll credit me so long I'll take another” 
(Lincoln Memorial Album, p. 91). 

Commenting upon the question of one’s returning 
and communicating with his friends after death, he 
observed : 

- It isa doubtful question whether we ever 
to get back (Statement of E. H. Wood). 

' An observation which he repeatedly made, was the 

following : 

No man has a freedom of mind (Testimony of W. H. 
Herndon). 

His fatalistie notions are confirmed by his own 
words: ; 

I hav all my life been a fatalist. What is to be will be; 
or, rather, I hav found all my life, as Hemlet says,. 


“ 'There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will” — 


(Every-Day Life of Lincoln, p. 198). 
The following was a favorit maxim with him: 


get anywhere 


What is to be will be, and no prayers of ours can arrest 
the decree (Statement of Mrs. Lincoln). 

In a speech on Kansas, delivered in 1856, he used 
the following words in regard to providence: 

Friends, I agree with you in providence; but I believe in 
the providence of the most men, the largest purse, and the 
longest cannon. 

The writer has in his possession, among others of 
Lineoln's papers, a leaf from his copybook, tattered 
and yellow from age, on which, just sixty-six years 
ago, Lincoln, a school-boy of fourteen, wrote the fol- 
lowing characteristic lines : 

Abraham Lincoln, his hand and pen; 
He will be good, but God knows when. 

If by good he meant pious, the prophecy was 
never fulfilled. 

But a short time before he was elected president, 
he said to Dr. Ray: 

I think that I stand about where that man [Theodore 
Parker] stands (Statement of Rev. Robert Collyer). 

The suthor whose writings exerted the greatest 
influence upon Lincoln’s mind, in a theological way, 
was Thomas Paine. Ah! that potential “Age of 
Reason!" Oriticise if as you may, no one ever yei 
carefully perused its pages and then honestly affirmed 
that the Bible is the infallible word of God. Hern- 
don and others declare that Paine was a part of 
Linecln from 1834 iil his death. To a friend he 
gaid : 

Inever tire of reading Paine (Statement of James Tuttle). 

In the later years of his life, when the subject of 
religion was mentioned, with a knowing smile, he was 
wont to remark: 

It will not do to investigate the subject of religion too 
closely, asit is apt to lead to Infidelity (Manford's Magazine). 

It has been stated that Lincoln was opposed in 
his political campaigns on account of his disbelief. 
This is confirmed by a letter he wrote to Martin M. 
Morris, of Petersburg, Ill, March 26, 1843. In this 
letter, he says: 

There was, too, the strangest combination of church- 
influence against me. Baker is a Campbellite; and there- 
fore, as I suppose, with few exceptions, got all that church. 
My wife has some relativs in the Presbyterian churches, and 
some with the Episcopal churches; and therefore, wherever 
it would tell, I was set. down as either the one or the other, 
while it was everywhere contended that no Christian ought 
to go for me, because I belonged to no church—was suspected 
of being a Deist. hose influences levied a tax of 
a considerable per cent upon my strength througbeut the 
religious controversy (Lamon’s Life of Lincoln, p. 271). 

He never changed his opinions, and the church 
never ceased to oppose him. In the Bateman inter- 
view, seventeen years later, he was compelled to note 
its relent'ess intolerance: 

Here are twenty-three ministers of different denominations, 
and all of them are against me but three; and here area 
great many prominent members of the churches, a very 
large majoritv of whom are against me (Holland’s Life of 
Lincoln, p. 236). 

For thirty years the church endeavored to crush 
him, but when in spite of her malignant opposition, 
he achieved a glorious immortality, this same church, 
to hide the mediocrity of her devotees, attempts to 
steal his deathless name. 

In a speech delivered in Springfield, in 1857, 
alluding to the negro, he said: 

All the powers of the earth seem rapidly combining against 
him. Mammon is after him, . . and the theology of 
EIS is fast joining in the cry (Lincoln Memorial Album, 
p. . 

The theology of the day was orthodox Christianity. 
* In this sehtence," says Mr. Herndon, “ he intended 
to hit Christianity a left-handed blow, and a hard 
one. 

In his second inaugural address, referring to the 
contending Christian elements in the civil war, he 
Bays : 

Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and 
each invokes his aid against the other. 

What a commentary upon the hypocritical assump- 
tion that Christians possess an infallible moral stand- 
ard, is contained in the above words! 

The “Lincoln Memorial Album” pretends to giv 
the second inaugural complete, but omits the words 
quoted. As this address comes almost immediately 
after his reputed speech to the “Illinois clergyman,” 
the editor probably noticed a lack of harmony between 
the two, and thought that the retention of these 
heretical words would cast suspicion upon the genu- 
inness of that remarkable confession. The * Memo- 
rial Album” is a meritorious work, but had Mr. 
Oldroyd manifested as great a desire to present the 
genuin utterances of Lincoln as the apocryphal, its 
value would hav been enhanced. The unmutilated 
version of the last inaugural may be found in 
Holiand’s “ Life of Lincoln,” pp. 503, 504; Arnold's 
“Life of Lincoln,” pp, 403, 404; Arnold's “ Lincoln 
and Slavery,” pp. 625-627 ; and “ The Every-day Life 
of Lincoln,” pp. 681, 682. 

No president, probably, was ever so much annoyed 
by the clergy as Lincoln. The war produced an in- 
creased religious fervor, and theological tramps innu- 
merable, usually labeled “ D.D.," visited the White 
House, each with a mission to perform and a precious 
morsel of advice to offer. In the following caustic 
words, he expresses his contempt for their officious- 
ness: 


I am approached with the most opposit opinions and ad- 
vice, and by religious men who are certain they represent 
the divine will. . « I hope it will not be irreverent in 
me to say, that if it be probable that God would reveal his 
wil to others, on & point so connected with my duty, it 
might be supposed he would reveal it directly to me (Relig- 
ious Convictions of Abraham Lincoln). 

Equally pertinent, and, indeed, similar, was his 
language to a pious lady, & Friend, who came as 
God's agent to instruct him what to do: 

I hav neither time nor disposition to enter into discussion 
with the Friend, and end this occasion by suggesting for her 
consideration the question, whether, if it be true that the 
Lord has appointed me [she claimed that he had] to do the 
work she bas indicated, 1t is not probable that he would hav 
communicated knowledge of the fact to me as well as to her 
(Every-day Life of Lincoln, pp. 586, 587)? 

He steadily prohibited his generals from meddling 
with the religious affairs of those residing within the 
limits of their respectiv departments, and at the 
same time counseled them not to permit the pretended 
sanctity of the church to shield offenders from 
justice. 

In a letter to General Curtis, censuring the pro- 
vost- marshal of St. Louis for interfering with church 
matters, he writes: 

The United States Government must not undertake to run 


the churches. When an individual in a church, or out of it, 
becomes dangerous to the public interest he must be checked. 


In an order relating to a church in Memphis, 
issued May 13, 1864, he said: 


If there be no military need for the building, leave it 
alone, neither putting any one in or out of it, except on find- 
ing some one preaching or practicing treason, in which case 
lay hands upon him, just as if he were doing the same thing 
in any other building. 

During the war his attention was called to the 
notoriously bad character of army chaplsins. He 
expressed his contempt for them, and for orthodox 
preachers generally, by relating the following story: 

Once, in Springtield, I was going off on a short journey, 
and reached the depot a little abead of time. Leaning 
against the fence just outside the depot was a little darky 
boy, whom I knew, named Dick, busily digging with his toe 
in a mud-puddle. As I came up, I said, ** Dick, what are 
you about?” ‘* Making a church,” said he. “A church?” 
eaid I; “what do you mean?” “Why, yes." said Dick, 
pointing with his toe, ** don't. you see? there is the shape of 
it; there's the steps and front door— here's'the pews, where 
the folks set—and there's the pulpit.” ** Yes, I see,” said I, 
“ but why don’t you make a minister?” ‘ Laws,” answered 
Dick, with a erin, ** T hain’t got mud enough !" (Anecdotes of 
Lincoln, p. 86). 

The most highly aristocratic church in Washing- 
ton is St. John’s Episcopal church. So very aristo- 
cratic is it that applicants for membership deem it 
necessary to giv references respecting their social 
standing in the community. The New York Star 
relates the following joke which Lincoln once perpe- 
trated at the expense of this church: 

One day during the war a young officer called on him to 
secure an appointment in the army, and brought with him 
letters of recommendation signed by the F. F. V.s in the 
District of Columbia. There had been no application for 
office before President Lincoln so strongly supported by the 
aristocracy, and, turning to the young man he said he would 
giv him the appointment and handed him back the papers. 
* Don't you want to place the papers on file?” asked the 
Office-seeker. *'I supposed that was the custom.” ‘‘ Yes. 
that is the custom,” said President Lincoln, **but you had 
hetter take them with you, as you might want to join St. 
John's church.” 

D.d Lincoln ever use profane language? If he 
did, this fact will sfford no evidence to Freethinkers 
that he was a disbeliever in Christianity. Freethink- 
ers are as free from this vice, if vice it be, as Chris- 
tians. Very pious persons, however, such as Lin- 
coln is represented to hav been by his Christian 
biographers, are very careful about their use of pro- 
fane words. Christ commanded his followers to 
pray in private and bade them swear not at all. 
Devout Christians usually pray in public and swear in 
private. Lincoln was but little addicted to profan- 
ity, but if he had occasion to use a word of this 
character he did not go to his closet to use it. Ina 
business letter to a friend, he said: . 

A d ——d hawk-billed Yankee is bere besetting me at every 
turn (Lamon's Life of Lincoln, p. 316). 

In a letter to Speed, concerning an alleged murder 
case, he wrote: 

Hart, the little drayman thst hauled Molly home once, ` 
said it was too damned bad to hav so much trouble and no 
hanging (Ibid., p. 321). 

For the sake of pleasing the “fools,” he attached 
his signature to “the pious nonsense of Seward.” 
With equal readiness he indorsed the profane non- 
gense (?) of Stanton. The patriotic Lovejoy had 
devised a military scheme which he believed would 
prove beneficial to the Union cause, and obtained an 
order from the president for its execution. He took 
the order to Stanton, but all that ever resulted from 
it, was the following spirited colloquy: 

“ Did Lincoln giv you an order of that kind?” said Stan- 
ton. ‘He did, sir." ‘Then he is a d——d fool,” said the 
irate Secretary. ‘‘Do you mean to say the president is a 
d-——d fool?" asked Lovejoy, in amazement. ‘' Yes, sir, if 
he gave you such an order as that." The bewildered Ili- 
noisan betook himself at once to the President, and related 
the result of his conference. ‘‘Did Stanton say L was a 
d — d fool?" asked Lincoln at the close of the recital. 
“ He did. sir, and repeated it.” After a moment's pause, 
and looking up, the President said; "If Stanton said I was 
a d——d fool, then Z must be one, for he is nearly always 
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right, and generally says what " - i 
of Lincoln" pp. 183, 484). "emen PENES aa 

At a cabinet meeting, in 1868, when a conflict 

- between the president and Congress regarding the 
admission of certain representative from loyal dis- 
tricts of the South, which he favored, was threat- 
ened, he turned to Secretary Chase, and exclaimed : 

There it is, sir. I am to be bullied by Congress, am I? 
If I do I'll be d——d! : f 

When Lincoln visited New Orleans he attended a 
slave gale. A besutiful girl, almost white, was placed 
upon the auction block and exposed to the grossest 
indignities. As he turned to leave, boiling with 
indignation, he exclaimed : 

By God, if I ever get a chance to hit that institution, I 
will hit it hard! : 

Thirty years sfter the chance came. He struck 
the blow—a mortal one. 

Like most Freethinkers, Lincoln was a genuin 
reformer. The antislavery reform was not the only 
reform that enlisted his support. At an early day 
he espoused the temperance cause. When the 
church was the aliy of intemperance as it was of 
slavery—when, to use his own words; "From the 
sideboard of the parson down to the ragged pocket 
of the houseless loafer intoxicating liquor was con- 
stantly found,” he was laboring and lecturing in 
behalf of the Washingtonian movement. With the 
fervor of an enthusiast, he exclaims in true Free- 
thought language: 

Happy day, when, all appetites controled, all passions 
subdued, all matter subjugated, mind, all-conquering mind, 
shall liv and move, the monarch of the world! Glorious 
consummation! Hail, fall of fury! Reign of Reason, all 
hail! (Lincoln Memorial Album, p. 96). 

To sumptuary Jaws and to the denunciatory meth- 
ods so common among orthodox Christians to-day, 
he was, however, strenuously opposed. He says: 

It is not much in the nature of man to be driven to any- 
thing; still less to be driven about that which is exclusivly 
his own business (Ibid, p. 86). 

When the conduct of men is designed to be influenced, 
persuasion, kind. unassuming persuasion, should ever be 
adopted (Ib., p. 87). 

His nephew, Mr. Hall, informed me that Lincoln 
once made if cost a meddlesome clergyman, of Coles 
county, eighty dollars for seizing and destroying a 
quart of whisky, valued at twelve and a half cents, 
and belonging to a relativ of theirs. 

In this chapter I wish to present some radical 
thoughts, not from the pen of Lincoln himeeif, but 
which in the original text from which they are taken 
bear unmistakable signs of his approval. Mr. D. W. 
C. Shattuck, an old and respected merchant of Way- 
land, Mich., has in his possession a book which be. 
longed to Lincoln. Itshistoryisasfollows. Shortly 
after Lincoln’s election to the presidency a young man 
from Springfield, Iil, and a relativ or intimate 
acquaintance of Lincoln’s, came to board with Mr. 
Shattuck, who then resided in Kalamezoo. Looking 
over the contents of his trunk one day the young 
man picked up a book and at the same time 
remarked: “That book belongs to Abe Lincoln. I 
forgot to return it to him before leaving Springfield. 
It is his favorit book, and I must not fail to return 
it.” Mr. Shattuck expressing a desire to peruse the 
work, it was handed to him, and the young man 
being soon after unexpectedly called away, it was 
forgotten. It proved to be a volume of the writings 
of Lord: Bolingbroke, the great English Infidel. On 
a fly-leaf was the signature of Abraham Lincoln. In 
the work ceriain passages which seem to hav espe- 
cially impressed Lincoln are marked with a pencil and 
in a manner peculiar to him. The following are the 
passages he marked, which I hav copied from the 
book, and which evidently received his unqualified 
indorsement: 

Abbadie says in his famous book, that the gospel of St. 
Matthew is cited by Clemens bishop of Rome, a disciple of 
the apostles; that Barnabas cites it in his epistle; that Ig- 
natius and Polycarp receive it; and that the same fathera, 
that giv testimony for Matthew, giv it likewise for Mark. 
Nav your lordship will find, I believe, that the present bishop 
of London, in his third pastoral letter, speaks to the same 
effect. I will not trouble you nor myself with any more 
instances of the same kind. Let this, which occurred to me 
as I was writing, suffice. It may well suffice; for I presume 
the fact advanced by the minister and the bishop is a mistake. 
If the fathers of the first century do mention some passages 
that are agreeable to what we read in our evangelists, will it 
follow that these fathers had the same gospels before 
them?. To say so is a manifest abuse of history, and quite 
inexcusable in writers that knew, or should hav known, that 
these fathers made use of other gospels, wherein such pas- 
sages might .be contained, or they might be preeerved in un- 
written tradition. Besides which I could almost venture to 
affirm that these fathers of the first century do not expressly 
name the gospels we hav of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Writers of the Roman religion hav attempted to show, 
that the text of the holy writ is on many accounts insufficient 
to be the sole criterion of orthodoxy: I apprehend too that 
they hav shown it. Sure I am that experience, from the first 
promulgation of Christianity to this hour, shows abundantly 
with how much ease and success the most opposit, the most 
extravagant, nay the most impious opinions, and the most 
contradictory faiths, may be founded on the same text; and 
plausibly defended by the same authority. Writers of the 
reformed religion hav erected their batteries against tradition ; 
and the only difficulty they had to encounter in this enter- 
prise lay in leveling and pointing their cannon so as to avoid 
demolishing, in one common ruin, the traditions they retain, 
and ' those- they reject. - Hach side has been employed to 


weaken the cause and explode-the system of his adversary ; 
and, whilst they hav been so employed, they hav jointly laid ! 


| realize all they owe to woman, and especially to the 


their axes to the root of Christianity; for thus men will be 
apt to reason upon what they hav advanced. If the text 
has notthat authenticity, clearness, and precision which are 
necessary to establish it asa divine and a certain rule of faith 
and practice; and if the tradition of the church from the 
first ages of it tili the days of ‘Luther and Calvin, has been 
corrupted itself, and has served to corrupt the faith and 
practice of Christians; there remains at this time no standard 
at all of Christianity. By consequence either this religion 
was not originally of divine institution, or elee God has not 
provided effectually for preserving the genuin purity of it, 
end the gates of hell hav prevailed, in contradiction to his 
promis, against the church. 2 : 

I hav read somewhere, perhaps in the works of St. Jerome, 
that this father justifies the opinion of those who think it 
impossible to fix any certain chronology on that of the Bible; 
and this opinion will be justified still better, to the under- 
standing of every man that considers how grossly the Jews 
blunder whenever they meddle with chronology. 

‘The resurréction of letters was a fatal period: the Christian 
system has been attacked, and wounded. too, very severely 
since that time. 

When interrogated as to why he had never united 
with any church, he replied : 

When you show me a church based on the Golden Rule 
ag its only creed, then I will unite with it. 

He never joined a church, because of all the Chris- 
tian sects, not one could show such acreed. The 
Golden Rule—conceding to others the same rights he 
claimed for himself— was, however, the very corner- 
atone of Freethought, and hence he remained a Free- 
thinker. Joux E. REMSBUBG. 
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Eminent Women. . 
MARY WASHINGTON. 

While the Father of our Country has been eulo- 
gized and almost deified by one and all, few realize 
that it was to his mother he owed all that he became. 
Few knew that he was indébted to this wise, sensible, 
and intelligent woman for his grand and sterling 
qualities. 

In this age of male supremacy, Americans fail to 


mother of Washington. Mary Washington was left 
a widow in 1743. She had five children, of whom 
George was the eldest, and he was only eleven years 
old when his father died. : 

The mother took full charge: of the education, 
training, and rearing of the children. She was truly 
a remarkable woman. Firm, self-reliant, and con- 
stant of purpose, she achieved wonders. ; 

To the children she was a companion, counselor, 
and friend, all in one. She encouraged them to be- 
come mentally, physically, and morally wise. They 
were stimulated by her to athletic as well as intellect- 
ual exercise. She taught them the value of industry 
and application, and made them see the true worth of 
labor, as a means to independence, respectability, and 
well-doing. 7 ^ 

While she exacted implicit obedience from her 
children and maintained a strict domestic disciplin, 
she was genuinly kind, cheerful, and sympathetic. 

Her own self-denial and self-control was one of the 
best of examples for the children, causing each to 
work for the general good of all. 

From his mother Washington learned those habits 
of application, industry, and regularity for which he 
was 80 noted in after life, and to her he was indebted 
for his habits of temperance and activity, which 
made him go physically strong and robust a man. 

The beautiful love of truth, which was a part of his 
very nature, was built up in him by his mother’s 
example and continually reiterated counsels. Truth 
was taught to her children as the most priceless of 
all the virtues, and it became to Washington the 
guiding star of his life. 

When he was fourteen he wanted to go to sea, but 
his wise mother persuaded him to relinquish his 
project and become an engineer, which employment 
was finally merged into that of commander of the 
colonies. 

When the intelligence of the successful passage of 
the Delaware by Washington and his brave compan- 
ions in arms was communicated to his mother she 
received the tidings with placid self-possession, but 
in relation to such portions as contained eulogistie 


allusions to her son, she simply remarked that “ George: 


appeared to hav deserved well of his country for such 
signal services,” and added: “But, my good sirs, 
here is too much flattery ; still, George will not forget 


the lessons I hav taught him—he will not forget 


himself, though he is the subject of so much praise.” 

The citizens of Fredericksburg celebrated the 
arrival of Washington and hissuite by a splendid ball, 
at which Mary Washington was specially invited. 
All was eager suspense until there entered, unan- 
nounced and unattended, the mother of Washington 
on the arm of her son. ro : 

Hushed was each noisy tone and whispered word, 
as with quiet dignity and. unaffected grace they 
slowly advanced. : 

All hastened to approach them, the European 
officers to be presented to the mother of their beloved 
commander, and old friends, neighbors, and acquaint- 
ances to tender their compliments and congratula- 
tions. 

_ “Washington to the last moments of his mother 
yielded to her will with the most implicit obedience, 


and felt for her person the highest respect and most j. 


unimpaired til] death. 
eighty-third year. 
to her memory with the inscription, "Mary, the 
Mother of Washington." 
sketch I am indebted to Professor Cottinger's '* Rosa, 
the Educating Mother," a truly interesting work. 


TaurR SEEKER. 


consequently a sincere inquirer after truth. 
imbibed the idea that there is not à particle of matter, light 


enthusiastic attachment. Previous to hia 
departure for France, Lafayette visited Fredericks- 
burg expressly for the purpose of making his adieus 
to the mother of Washington." 

When he, accompanied by one of her grandsons, 
approached the house, he observed an aged lady 
working in the adjoining garden. She wore a dress ` 
of home manufacture, and a plein straw bonnet. 
“There, sir," said the boy, “is my grandmother.” 


She received her distinguished guest with great 
oe and with her usual frank simplicity of 
address. 


“Ah, marquis,” she exclaimed, “you see an old 


woman; but, come, I can make you welcome to my 
poor dwelling without the parade of changing my 
ress.” 


The marquis poured forth glowing encomiums 


of his former chief and friend, to which Mary only 
replied, “I am not surprised at what George has 
done, for he was always a good boy.” 


When starting to assume the duties of the presi- 


dency, he went to bid a last farewell to bis aged 
mother; “he wept long, with bowed head, over the 
wasted form of his revered and much-loved parent.” 
The mother, even in the last trying hour, was calm 
and. hsroic, and urged her son to “pureve the path 
in which public duty summoned him to depart.” 


Mary Washington retained her menta: faculties 
She died in 1789 in her 
In 1833 a monument was erested 


For the facta in the ebove 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
pena 


J. P. Smith's Letter. 
I hav received a letter from J. P. Smith, of Oneida 


county, in which he propounds a question which he 


desires me to answer through the columns of Tur 
And as the letter is very short I 
will giv it entire: 


Brother Peck: I am a reader of Tus TRUTH SEEKER and 
I hav somehow 


and air not excepted, that is not in a compound condition. 

Now, inasmuch as an eternal compound is an absurdity, 
there must hav been a time in the eternity of the past when 
this compounding commenced. Now, the information I 
want is this: Did those primordial elements when in their 
simple-elementary condition possess within themselvs the . 
inherent principle of intelligence ? 

Intelligence exists, and the dictum of science is, and a true 


one, that something cannot proceed from nothing. Please 
inform me through the columns of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


Very respectfully yours, J. P. Sarr. , 
In answer I would say I do not profess to be an 


adept in the solid sciences. And I hav been s little 
chary in regard to metaphysical discussion since 
I heard the story of the two Scotchmen: “Sandy, 


what is this they mean by metaphysies?" “ Weel,” 


replied the other, “when one chiel tries to tell 


another chiel something that he don’t naw snything 
aboot himsel’, that’s what they calls metaphysics.” 

So the best I can do is to answer Brother Smith 
in a plain, every-day, common-sense way. We can 
not conceive of intelligence existing away out in 
empty space. 

It is the theory of scientists that the matter com- 
posing our solar system was once diffused through 
space a8 impalpable haze. e 

Now, to my mind intelligence in this “haze” is 
just as unthinkable as it would bə in empty space. 

There was a time when there was no animal life 
on this planet. The idea of intelligence at that time 


involves as great an absurdity as the ides of intelli- 


gence existing in empty space. Hence we seem to 


be irresistibly driven to the conclusion that intelli- 


gence is the result of animal life. Or, if you prefer 
it, the result of nerve and brain force. 

If this nebulous “haze” possessed the “ inherent 
principles” of life, I would regard intelligencs as a 
gequenoe. 

Allow me to put the answer in another form. Ac- 
cording io the best information that I am,able to ob- 
tain, our moon is something like a desolation. 
There is neither water, atmosphere, nor animal life 
there. I cannot say that the moon was not once the 
abode of intelligent beings, but there are none there 
now. . : 

Assuming this as a fact, can it be said, without 
outraging common sense, that there is inielligence 
in the moon to-day? This may be regarded as a 
moonshine argument, but it is candid and honest and 
helps me out with my idea. "UN 

I know that I am not as much inclined to follow 
out a course of reasoning through devious paths, as 
Iam to jump at, what seem to me to be, common 
sense conclusions. ] 

I will say, in short, that Iregard that handful of 
matter—that wonderful intellectual battery—known 
as the human brain, as the source of human inteli 
genes. I can no more conceive of intelligence with- 
out brain, than I oan conceive of motion without 


‘matter. Nothing would make me feel more grateful 


than: to hav the error pointed out if I am in mistake. 
Naples, N. Y. Joan PECK. 
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In the Truth Seeker Annual for 1890 


MR. JOHN E, REMSBURG 


Offends in a way of which hitherto he has not been sus- 
pected. He writes a Love Poem, which his wife has read, 
called 


FADED FLOWERS. 


` Send 25 cents for a copy of the Annual; and please 
renew your subscription to The Truth Seeker. 


We shall print next week an article on the amend- 
ment to our national Constitution proposed by Sena- 
tor Blair, which pledges the nation to maintain in 
all our states common schools in which shall be 
- taught the principles of the Christian religion. This 
amendment has been reintroduced in this Congress 
by the same individual. The article which we shall 
print is by an American Christian missionary sta- 
tioned on the island of Tahite, and he givs his fel- 
low-Christians some unanswerable reasons why such 
à law is impossible of enforcement without making a 
union of church and state, which is repugnant to 
every American principle. 

ee aa aa ] MÀ 
The Pictures. 

+ Tho numberof new subscribers necessary to con- 
tinue the pictures in Taz TaurH Seexer is being 
slowly obtained, and if more of our friends wil] exert 
tbemselva to this end the full number will, we now 
think, be forthcoming. To last Tuesday, on which 
day the paper is sent to press each week, we had re. 
ceived one hundred and twenty-five additions to our 
list on this account. These hay practically come in 
within three weeks. 

In addition, we acknowledged last week donations 
to the amount of $50.40. This sum is now enlarged 
by the following: 


Joseph Whody.....ccecccossssssssssssecsecsseeseesssssesssecessevss 1 
PW Bell, MD. iecit s E eri eccek 00 
B. Eoi MERE NIM 1 00 
Andrew Willard. .........sscscccsssssscrsstsssssoesecsousnsesconces 1 00 
C. 8. Tremaine ........scccccessetseesevssccsssontussceesseaseesenees 90 
AG. OhUrch. cioe toisuros dev re eer co erac teneo poa Pea v cater 1 00 
Charles MCArthul..............cs:scsssssssnecentonsscsersessesenses 5 00 
George Geer.........ssssseoccccececsssesssseeesossseessevenssasoaes 1 50 
Mabel Tarbell. .......::scsssssssssssecosssccescscestscessenecsseveces 2 00 
As Behel eiscsnccccesestasetezssessteh asatensasesosdexcctasensesenec.cs 5 00 


Making $69.40, which is substantial encourage- 
ment, and for which we return hearty thanks. In 
the “Letters from Friends” will be found, also, 
words of cheer, and some of criticism, for both sides 
are to be heard, and their words of wisdom taken to 
‘heart and pondered upon. As before, the opponents 
of the pictures are in a “hopeless minority," which 
considering the fact that they can hardly be expected 

. to back up their opinions with new subscribers ob- 
tained, and that consequently it is easier for them to 
. vote effectivly than for the others, is evidence that 
but: few, comparstivly, indorse the view ot Friend 
Parton. 


, | worship of all.” 


The Minister and the Doubter. 

The Rev. John Graham, of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
has found a doubter in town, one who has been giv- 
ing him some pretty hard nuts to crack, as may be 
seen by his vain attempts to break the shells. The 
doubter is a subseriber to Tar Truru SzExzm, as all 
doubters ought to be, and he sends us Mr. Graham's 
sermon in reply to the arguments, facts, and reason- 
ing he has advanced to the reverend gentleman. 
There are only three parsgraphs in the sermon with 
anything in them—and there is not much in these. 
This is the first : 

*Let us state that you doubt the divinity of God. But 
every motion of the earth believes in God ; and it is no mere 
poetical idea that sees upon the everlasting hills the golden 
wheel-tracks of God’s chariot. The idea of God is no mere 
sentiment. The whole universe is wrought into order by the 
power of the divine one. There are two things by which 
one may recognize heaven, says & French philosopher, the 
firmament above him and the earth béneath him. The 
growth of a little flower, the painting of a butterfly's wing, 
often reveals to a doubter the truth of the divine supervision 
of the universe.” 

But what sort of an answer is that to the honest 
doubts of an Agnostic? “Every motion of the earth 
believes in God.” The deuce it does! Where is the 
evidence for such an oratorical assertion? Will Mr. 
Graham lead that Grand Rapids doubter out upon 
the “everlasting hills” and show him a golden 
wheeltrack * and when he has found it, will he please 
say how he knows it to be a wheeltrack? If the idea 
of God is no mere sentiment, let us hav the facts 
which prove his existence. One fact will do; just 
one. Will he point to us a flood, or a famin, or a 
pestilence, as such proof? Can he show us a little 
flower growing and blossoming without air and earth 
and water and sunlight? Can he show us a painted 
butterfly without a pedigree? Can he hold before 
us anything that is not the result of natural laws 
and of natural causes to prove the existence of one 
more powerful than law? ‘When he does, then will 
he beentitled to claim that he has begun to find 
some evidence of his God. Let us hav one fact as 
evidence that God can “perform the unusual," be- 
fore we let our hair turn white with fear of him. 

The second paragraph, in which our preacher at- 
tempts to argue with the doubter, is this: 

“ But wlat of Jesus Christ? Does he liv and move among 
us to-day? in answering the first of these questions men 
hav grown old. J might stand by the side of Christ this 
moment, and he would be unchanged. He did not need 
to go through the usual round of human experience to reach 
truth. Jt came to him through his own God-head. In his 
own words, he was 88 his father sent him. Jesus Christ in 
no sense allied himself with the great teachers of that or any 
other age. He had none of the tricks of modern reformers, 
but he taught as one having authority. There is no middle 
ground. Christ was divine, or he was not. If he is not 
what he claimed to be, then every agony he suffered was 
deserved. Let us face this fundamental question. If he is 
what he claims to be then he commands the worship of all. 
Ilead you up to the doctrin of human conversion. His own 
words, prophetic as they were, marked his divinity. The 
coming of the Pentecost is a proof of the man, Christ Jesus. 
Similar testimony has come down the ages, and Luther, 
Bunyan, and Wesley are witnesses to the truth of his divin- 
ity. In this century there are thousands upon thousands of 
those who believe, and each for a different reason.” 

Is it possible that there is one man alive who can 
imagin for a moment there is any serious sense in 
such oratory as that? And yet it is heard from 
thousands of pulpits, and called “reasoning "— 
heaven save the mark! “It came to him through 
his own Godhead.” Is there ‘in that sentence any 
intelligible information? Does it mean anything? 
If so, what is it? What isa Godhead? Is every 
one who proclaims himself one sent by God (what is 
God *) to be accepted at his own estimate? Then 
why not take Mohammed, or that other impostor, 
Schweinfurth, for our savior? Their credentials are 
as good as Christ’s—just as good—just the same. 
It is begging the question to say Christ deserved 
what he got if he was not as represented. The re- 
verse of the assertion is more nearly true. If he 
was divine he could hav saved himself from his ig- 
nominious fate; being human, he was executed as any 
other alleged seditious person would hav been—as 
the Anarchists were, for instance, in Chicago. “If he 
was what he claims to be then he commands the 
Aye, aye; IF he was what he 
claims to be (or what the ministers claim him to hay 
been) then worship away; but giv us some little 
evidence to show that he was a Christ? His words 
are no better than Schweinfurth’s in proof of his 
claim. Prove your pentecost ; prove that the events 


| related in the second chapter of Acts did really oc- 


cur. Tell who wrote Acts; say when he or she wrote 
it; show it to be something besides an emanation 
from a disordered or dishonest human brain. What 
did Luther know about Christ? Did he throw an 
inkstand at him, too? What sort of testimony did 
the drunken tinker Bunyan giv from his prison cell ? 
Where did Wesley find his proof for Christ’s divin- 
ity? Let us hav common sense on this matter, and 
not rodomontade. People believe in Christ because 
they hav been trained to, as the Mohammedans be- 
lieve in Mohammed, the Buddhists in Buddha, the 
Confucians in Confucius, and not because of convino- 
ing evidence of the * divine mission" of these indi- 
viduals. 

Again, Mr. Graham says to the doubter: 

** Let me take up for a moment the question of the super- 
natural. Life means freedom of action, power, and will. If 
Iam not an animal, if this world is not my cradle and my 
grave; if beyond me are worlds controled by law, it is not 
difficult for me to believe in the supernatural. If I deny it, 
who am I to set up my little judgment against the evidences 
of this great truth? To deny the supernatural is the last act 
of the imbecility and the ignorance of human egotism. The 
men who tell us that God cannot perform the unusual are 
but.a little handful during the last eighteen centuries. I 
think men will hesitate long before they exchange the teach- 
ings of Wordsworth, Tennyson, and Shakspere for those of 
Huxley, Darwin, and Spencer. Science, too, is on the side 
of the church, and I should be loth to giv up my faith in 
Galileo and Milton. Herbert Spencer is not the only scientist 
the world has seen.” 

This is more unsatisfactory, if possible, than the 
others. There is no freedom of action, no freedom 
of power, no freedom of the will. Man does as he 
must, as he is influenced to do by his heredity, his 
environment, and the forces or evidences which act 
upon his brain. Man knows nothing beyond phenom- 
ena; he cannot conceive of anything which human 
experience has not shaped for him. The brain is but 
a mirror; if there is nothing before it there is no 
reflection. Man, therefore, cannot conceive the super- 
natural. When he tries, he but givs it shapes that 
the race has seén. He makes his God a man, as the 
most powerful and intelligent of known organisms ; 
his angels are young women, because young women 
please him best; his heaven is filled with gems and 
gold, for the same reason ; his hell is a red-hot place 
of torment, because a furnace is his utmost concep- 
tion of uncomfortableness. To affirm the supernat- 
ural “is the last act of the imbecility and the igno- 
rance of human egotism.” Worlds controled by nat- 
ural law deny the supernatural, for the supernatural 
is that which theologically diseased brains conceive 
to be above law, and occurring wholly by the arbitrary 
act of some irresponsible, conflicting, inconsistent 
but omnipotent authority. But if there be a super- 
natural, man has not yet arrived at that point of 
development where he can say what it is. Miracles 
do not occur among intelligent people. 

To say that science is on the side of the church ig 
to flatly contradict fact. Mr. Graham’s faith in 
Galileo is heresy to what was once orthodox Chris- 
tianity, and what would stil be orthodox Ohris- 
tianity if the church had not been enlightened, in 
spite of herself, by that science which she has ever 
opposed. The church was wrong and Galileo was 
right; but if that places science on the side of the 
church, language has no meaning and words are 
coined only to deceive. 

What astonishes us most, in this answer to a 
doubter, is that any man, with even a theological 
seminary education, should imagin that he had solved 
a single one of the many problems which present 
themselvs to a man studying the Christian religion. 
To it we may very appropriately apply the words of 
Antonio’s friend, changing the locality and the person 
Spoken of: “ Graham speaks an infinit deal of noth- 
ing, more than any man in all Michigan: his reasons 
are as two grains of wheat hid in two bushels of 
chaff; you shall seek all day ere you find them, and 
when you hav them they are not worth the search.” 
And yet he has done as well as any minister 


could do. 
—— 


The Probation Doctrin. 


At last we hav the real reason why the orthodox 
churchmen are so strongly opposed to the doctrin of 
probation after death, which some tender-hearted 
Christians would apply to the heathen, to the great and 
cooling comfort of those dusky pagans. Dr. Storrs, 
in the Independent, says: “I do not believe that any 
missionary society will ever be organized, or certainly 
will be long and effectivly maintained, in which this 
speculation becomes a controling practical force,” 
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That is to say, if this dootrin becomes a dogma there | 


wil be no incentiv to spend money to convert the 
heathen and consequently the missionary business 
will languish. 

And certainly this view seems reasonable. The 
probation doctrin, as Dr. Storrs says, justifies the 
expectation that if men do not hear the gospel in 
this life they will hav a vastly more extended space 
for repentance in the ages beyond, with the added 
advantage of an “immediate exhibition” of Christ, 
and that consequently the heathen will remark to 
the missionaries, “‘ If you are convinced that chances 
for repentance are reserved for my people, in un- 
limited futures beyond the grave, why not leave us 
to enjoy the pleasant sins in which we delight, and 
of which we shall hav opportunity to repent when 
temptations are removed, and when he of whom you 
speak appears, in the large by and by ?” 

That Dr. Storrs is, in this, logical and clear, is 
plain enough. If the probation doctrin be true, the 
heathen are much better off without a knowledge of 
the gospel, as they are now without the presence of 
the missionaries. Instead of a lifetime they would 
hav an eternity in which to repent ; and hav, besides, 
for their example and as proof of the claims of the 
gospel, the “exhibition” of Christ himself, instead 
of only the dubious word of the preachers. That 
the people who support the missionaries would not 
see this point, and consequently refrain from giving 
to the Missionary Society, is too much to hope. The 
only thing for the clergy to do, therefore, is to hold 
on to the damnation doctrin, or as Dr. Storrs puts it, 
“the present responsibility and condemnation of 
the heathen, as set forth with just and appalling em- 
phasis in the New Testament.” Clinging to this, as 
to the cross, the church can appeal for funds to con- 
vert the heathen—which she spends on herself. 

Toa Rationalist, however, this creedal hairsplitting 
and repairing of theological mechanism seems ridic- 
ulous. Before the occupauts of hell are selected, it 
would be well to show that there is such a place. 
The dog baying the moon was a sensible brute, so 
far as results from his efforts were concerned, com- 
pared with the disputatious doctors of divinity whoare 
eadeavoring to dispose of corner lots in eternity to the 


financial advantage of themselvs while here on earth. 
—— — — À9—-49— — ———— 


The Chureh and Her Poor. 

Led by an Episcopalian monk some bedeviled 
workingmen in this city hav formed the ‘Church 
Association for the Advancement of the Interests of 
Labor," which they call the Cail, and the first thing 
the Association did at its first meeting last week was 
to pass this resolution: 

** Resolved: That all buildings consecrated as parish 
churches or chapels to the worship of God should be open 
free to all his children, and that no seats should be sold for 
any service.” 

What good will that do? How many free seats in 
8 church does it require to raise a man’s wages, or to 
lower the price of provisions? How many to pro- 
vide additional work for him? Are free seats in 
churches going to, improve the filthy tenements in 
which he is now obliged to liv? Would free seats in 
Trinity church, for instance, rebuild the tumble-down 
houses from which that church draws hundreds of 
thousands of dollars income from the wage-earner? 
or would free seats in the chapels belonging to it 
squelch the liquor-selling on its property ? 

This is another way in which the monk, known as 
` Father Huntington, proposes to abolish poverty: 
“Let us,” he said, “try to bring Christ and God 
down to earth and to show the people, not the com- 
mercial, political-economy Christ of the present, not 
a financial God, but the old living God, and Christ 
the mechanic.” 

Suppose they do bring down the two fancies 
known as the “old living God” and “Christ the 
mechanic,” what then? Didn’t the “old living God” 
first pronounce the curse of Jabor on therace? Didn't 
“Christ the mechanic” preach submission to the 
powers ordained of God, and declare that the poor 
should be here always? Why, then, are the poor be- 
lievers in these two alleged personalities rebelling ? 
Let them be contented and enjoy their divine pov- 
erty, or put their religion aside, and demand justice, 
instead of the beggarly charity of sitting in cush- 
ioned pews paid for by those who hav grown rich 
from others’ labor. 

Still another brilliant way of abolishing poverty: 
A richly dressed woman said she had asked to attend 
the meeting as a representatiy of the class supposed 


to be opposed to most of those present. “I want 
to ask you to remember,” she said, “that our hearts 
beat the same as yours do, and that way down in the 
bottom of our natures all of us in one way or another 
acknowledge the brotherhood of man. We ponder 
over how to reach you: solve the problem by com- 
ing to us.” 

We should like to see workingmen coming to the 
Episcopalian “us!” Let the occupants of Trinity's 
tenements form a procession and go to the front door 
of any one of the trustees of that corporation, and 
see what the footman would say to them! Let them 
go to Bishop Potter, he is one of “us.” Let them 
troop up to the fretted marble-fronted see house just 
opposit this office, and find out whether they would 
go up or down the marble steps! We will promis 
to sit in our front window and report the occurrence 
if they will do it. 

It shows to what a depth the church has degraded 
the poor of its congregations, when we find them 
asking for free seats in a chapel instead of demand- 
ing a restitution of the millions of which it has 
robbed them. The man of to-day who thinks that in 
charity is to be found any remedy for the misery of 
the race is a medieval relic that the museums should 
secure and niche alongside their mummies. 

ee ——— —— — — 
To the Anarchists and Socialists. 

The editor of the Twentieth Century says: 

‘* All I ask of the church is to take off her mask, to cease 
pretending to be the poor man's friend, to come out squarely 
and boldly and say that she and her religion are dependent 
upon legal thieves for success, and, therefore, must stand in 
with the thieves. But she will never take off the mask. She 
is an organized hypocrit. And Iam sorry to be obliged to 
say there are some Liberal Leagues that, in the matter of 
social reform, bear a Very striking resemblance to her.” 

Does Mr. Pentecost mean to say that because the 
members of some Liberal Leagues see more im- 
portant work to do than calling names, those 
Leagues are organized hypocrits? 

And isn’t it about time for the Anarchists and 
Socialists to cease abusing the Liberals because the 
latter do not agree with them in all things! For 
decency’s sake, good gentlemen, allow us liberty 
to hold our own opinions without being subjected to 
abuse! We do not rail at you; we are perfectly 
willing that you should hav one or a million opin- 
ions, and we giv you a fair and candid hearing on 
any of them, and, if convinced that you are right, 
say so. And if we do not happen to believe that 
“there should be no remedy for disorder,” as Mr. 
Pentecost thinks, or because we do not see that the 
complete submergence of our individuality in some 
“national army of industry,” as the disciples cf 
Bellamy preach, would be best for the world, why 
should we be called organized hypocrits? 

The Socialists hav their organizations, and, 
strangely enough, so hav the Anarchists. But lei a 
Liberal go into one of their meetings and tell them 
they should confine their reforms to showing that 
Christianity is false, and that it is useless to attempt 
to advance social reforms until the clutch of the 
church is torn from the throat of humanity, and at 
once the Socialists or Anarchists raise the cry of 
“No religious discussion! This is aH organization 
for the abolition of poverty ; the advancement of the 
race; the elevation of the downtrodden,” and so on 
and so forth. But when the Liberals meet, then 
comes the Anarchist and Socialist, and because he is 
not denied a hearing, because the Liberals are liberal, 
he spreads himself all over the platform, occupies 
all the time, and abuses the members of the society 
because they cannot see that his hobby is the all- 
important and exclusiv topic of the day. This has 
been done in more than one Liberal League or Sec- 
ular Union, and has broken up not afew. Our social 
reformers should reform themselvs in this regard. 

There are a good many Liberals who are neither 
Socialists nor Anarchists; there are & good many 
Socialists and Anarchists who are not Liberals. 
There are, also, a good many Liberals, Socialists, and 
Anarchists who are all three, or think they are. We 
do not deny integrity of purpose, honesty of convic- 
tion, nor sincerity of motiv to the social agitators. 
They mean well; they should be listened to with re- 
spect, and not denounced as bigots and organized 
hypocrits. But if we do not agree with them shall 
we be vilified? Let every man act upon his convic- 
tions. On things settled, let. us hav unity. On 
things not settled, free diversity. But in all things, 
let us hav charity, 
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Chaplains and Sunday Laws in Washington. 


An item in the Seattle Press, Washington, states 
that a memorial to the legislature asking that chap- 
lains be appointed for the senate and house, and that 
the daily session of each be opened with prayer, is 
being circulated all over the state. In Seattle the 
memorial was read in several of the churches two 
weeks ago, and “adopted by a rising vote.” 

Touching the matter, a member of the house of 
representativs of Washington writes us: “In both 
houses we open our sessions without prayer. You 
will notice in Section 11, Article 1, of the constitution, 
that it forbids the use of public money for religious 
worship or exercise. It was in the word exercise 
that we caught them on the chaplain question.” 

So it seems that without a change in the constitu- 
tion of Washington the memorialists cannot succeed 
in their miserable attempt to giv their religion a state 
indorsement, and so make practical what all Ameri- 
can citizens deny in theory—the union of the two. 
This abolition of prayer in Washington sets that 
state forth ag a star of magnificent brilliancy in the 
crown of Liberty. Justice in this matter is at last 
done in one state of the Union. 

Regarding a Sunday law for the state our friend 
in the legislature says: “A majority of both houses 
are really Freethinkers, buf many of them are also 
politicians and would make no break that would hurt 
their politics ; bat yet I am in hopes, and encouraged 
to think that I can get through a Sunday law that 
will be quite liberal. I am convinced that the major- 
ity of the members would prefer none, but for pol- 
icy’s sake will hav to hav something.” 

Comnient on that state of things is almost super- 
fluous. ‘Yet, to stiffen up the backbones of our Lib- 
eral friends in the Washington legislature we would 
respectfully ask them to look at California, with no 
Sunday law, and yet with prosperous politicians 
enough to govern the state somehow! Why cannot 
not only Washington but all the new states follow 
the example of their golden sister ? 

And there is another point the legislators of Wash- 
ington should not entirely overlook. It is barely 
possible that by enacting a Sunday law they may lose 
more friends than they would if they did not enact 
one. Liberalism is coming to the front out there; 
it is rapidly being organized ; and it is too much for 
sapient lawmakers to expect that Liberals will for. 
ever submit to the injustice imposed on them by 
tools of the church and go on voting for men who 
disregard their rights and are too cowardly even to 
express their own real sentiments. We had looked 
for more nobility of character, a greater breadth of 
thought, something larger, in the men of the great 
Northwest, than is pictured in our correspondent’s 
letter. 


— 999 —————— 
The Literature Fund. 

The Literature Fund has been increased during 
the past week by the following sums: 


J. Bird .. $1 00 

Samuel Cohen...... . 100 

W. L. Johnson...... «eene 50 $2 50 
Previously acknowledged................... 47 00 


With the help of this fund we are going to send 
our American missionary’s argument against Blair's 
proposed amendment to our Constitution, in THe 
Truru Srrkz& of next week, to our national law- 
makers. They are getting so much religion from 
‘Wanamaker and his friends that a little antidote for 
the poison is necessary to save their minds from 


death. 


— 
Tax comments of J. E. O'Brien, owner of the buildings in 
upper New York, for working whereupon ou Sunday six 
laborers were arrested recently, are significant. In answer 
to our inquiry as to what punishment was inflicted on the 
men, he writes: ‘‘ None, as it was a case of necessity, but I 
had a great deal of bother with it. I went on their bonds 
and had to sign my name thirty-two times; the men twice 
each. Red tape! Lawyers!! Humbug!!! Heform!!!!" 
Substitute the word Ministers for lawyers, and Mr. O'Brien is 
not greatly wrong. 


—— to 

Tax beggars of Rome hay been taking lessons from the 
priests, who keep weeping virgins, and tap their lachrymal 
glands for so much a tap—turn on the hydrant, as it were. 
One of the most noted fountains in Rome is a statue of 
Neptune in a shell, drawn by sea horses guided by Tritons. 
Legeud has it that if the traveler drinks of this fountain 
on the last vight of his stay in Rome he will surely return 
some day to the Eternal City, and if he drops a penny into 
the basin making a Wish, the latter will come true. Almost 
any night during the season that one visits the fountain one 
will find a party following out the time-honored custom, and 
in the shadows, but ready to come forth the instant the party 
leaves, are the Roman beggars ready to jump into the water 


after the penny. 
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yet, to get the necessary accreditation of my vote—a new 
subscriber. Yours, 88 ever, D. R. Wo tison. 


MokK xxsronr, Pa., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $6 for your paper for 
one year. Isend a new subscriber. If all would do tbis, you 
would hav & boom. Wishing you a great and successful 
year in the grand work you are doing, hoping that this paper 
will increase in power and glory till its rays of truth will 
cover this fair land, I remain, Your sincere friend and 

brother, JosgPH PLATTENBURG. 


Zetters from friends., 


Looust Corner, O., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: Find inclosed money for the TRUTH SEEKER 
Annuat. Don’t discontinue the pictures. Cuas. O. Hays. 


CRAWFORD’s Quarry, Mion., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $1.50 for six months’ 
subscription. My vote is for the pictures to continue. | 
Respectfully, P. BITTNER. 


WILBER, Ner., Dec. 81, 1889. 
Mr. Eprroz : I inclose $11 and list of truth seekers for the 
year 1890. It is the best I could do, under the shadow of five 
churches, in a village of fifteen hundred inhabitants. There 
are many more in a transition state who will ripen up for 
1891—all the result of Jamieson's and Remsburg’s and THE 
TRUTH SEEkEn's efforts. I am authorized to vote for the 

pictures for all the inclosed names. H. KILGORE. 


DusuHorg, Pa., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Borrow: I inclose check for $10. 25 for benefit, in 
general, of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and twenty-five cents for 
the ANNUAL. ' Yours truly, W. WniTTICK. 


Wvromina, Ia., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. EDITOR: Inclosed I send $5. 25—$3 on my subscrip- 
tion for 1890, $1 for “ Spiritualism Sustained” by Colonel 
Kelso, $1 for the pictures, and twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL for 1890. ABNER KIMBALL. 


CLINTON, Mo., Dec. 81, 1889. 
Mr. EniTOz : Inclosed find a renewal of my subscription to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and twenty-five cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL. -Iam heartily in favor of continuing the 
pictures of Mr. Heston. They speak volumes, and for good, 
and reach a Class of persons that nothing else will touch, and 
make an impression that is lasting and for good. As an 
encouragement to you for tbat purpose, I will try and send 

you a new subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER. S. E. PRIOE. 


BALTIMORE, Mpo., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I send you $5 for two subscriptions—one to 
myself, the other to the address inclosed. "We both go for 
the pictures, because they are truthful representations of the 
old fabulous stories which ought to be held up to view and 
execrated by all people. I should like a fine, large picture 
for framing of the ** Ghosts’ Pilgrimage " that appeared two 
weeks ago. I havthe promis of five subscribers. Three 
are secured, and I am waiting for two more. No Liberal 

ought to be afraid of the pictures. E. LivgzEY. 


CriNTOR, Dec. 80, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: I could not very well do without my TRUTH 
SEEKER. I should be very sorry to see the pictures removed 
from the paper, as I believe picture ridicule teaches in a 
great many cases where sound logic fails. By all means let 
us hav the pictures. Please find inclosed $3.50 and extend 
my subscription for one year. I am more than willing to 
pay fifty cents extra for the pictures. When I reach Tacoma 
Iam resolved to get one or more subscribers for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, which is impossible in this religious, superstitious 

town. - D. M. Anais, M. D. 


CosuMnzs, CAL., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mx..Eprror: To many thoughtful minds the pictures do 
seem rude and crude, and in one sense of the word Mr. 
James Parton is right. But the fact remains that the greater 
part of mankind gather more from one ludicrous picture 
than from a volume of logical matter. By all means retain 
the pictures.if practicable, for there are some so constituted 
that they can only be reached by ridicule. Happy New 
Year to all contributors, and most especially to Mr. John 
Peck, whose contributions hav the genuin ring. Send the 

ANNUAL for 1890. W. C. SHELDON. 


Darras, ARK., Dec. 7,.1889. 
Mx. Epniror: Inclosed find money for which please send 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, and giv me credit with 
balance. Iwill do my best to get another subscriber for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I think you are mistaken when you say 
some Liberals are so deficient in honesty that they never pay 
for their paper when you trust them. I think they are the 
same kind of Liberals that get so highly offended at Heston’s 
pictures. I believe that a genuin Liberal is honest, and I 
know that anyone that just leaned a little toward Liberal- 
ism could not help but be more than delighted with Heston’s 

pictures. Yours fraternally, C. C. MURPHEY. 


Morzan, Monr., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find money order for renewal and 
two new subscribers, with three solid votes for the pictures. 
I hav a credit at your office for forty cents, for which send 
me the ANNUAL, and any pamphlet for the remainder. 
^OS.W.SwETLAND. 


Apriay, Mion., Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mz. Eprroz: Find inclosed $8 25 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. I hope the pictures. will 
be continued. Children learn somethirg on the last page they 
will not forget soon. Yours truly, A. TAYLOR. 


Fort S111, I. T., Dec. 20, 1889. 
Mx. Eprror: I hav the pleasure to forward herewith $5— 
$3 for my subscription, $1 50 for the book named, and fifty 
cents toward continuing ihe grand illustrations of Heston. In 
my opinion they are very ¢ftectiv and striking. 
CnazLEs L. DE Rupio. 


. ELE Rapips, Miom., Dec. 21, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror : Inclosed find subecription and fifty cents for 
two copies of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. May 
your pictures still continue, as they tend to show the ridic- 
ulousness of what is claimed to be an inspired volume. 
ALEX. CAMPBELL. 


Erw Springs, ARK., Dec. 22, 289. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav failed so far to get a new subscriber. 
Mr. Heston's pictures or illustrations are all right, in the right 
place; at the right time. I want you to send me the ANNUAL 
for 290, and always remember me as a life-member of the 
TRUTH SEEKER family. J. W. Day. 


Crrzsoo, Mion., Jan; 2, 1890. 
Mr. Bonos Inclosed find $5— fifty cents to continue the 
pictures, and $4.50 to go toward furnishing documenta to 
Congress in opposition to the Sunday laws. I hav entered 
my exghty-fifth year, so my time here must be short. 
Yours in the bonds of Humanity, Tuos. KNienr. 


New Lanoaster, Kan., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: I write to renew my subscription to TuE 
TavrH SEEKER. I could dispense with any of my other pa- 
pers better than I could with it; in fact, I could not think of 
- trying to do without it. I hope you may be able to continue 
the cartoons. ` Respectfully, J. H. Jonzs. 


GrEENwoop, N. Y., Dec. 26, 1890. 
Mr. Evitor: I would like to hav you keep up the pictures 
if you can, for I like to show them to my Christian friends 
and see them squirm. I would like to get a new subscriber, 
but cannot. Too much superstition. I inclose money for 
“the ANNUAL, and other books as named. R. L. Atvorp. 


Founta, CoL., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: I see by Tug TRUTH SEEKER that you want 
` more subscribers in order to be able to continue the pictures 
` jn it, in which I hope you will succeed, as I know they are 
- one of the best features of the paper to most people. Iin- 
close $10— $5 for two subscriptions, and: the rest for books. 
Yours fraternally, U. K. Loox. 


SAN Jose, Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: I inclose $4—$3 for a renewal of my sub- 
scription, which does not expire until April; the balance, 
$1, is a contribution to help retain the pictures. The last, 
December 21st, representing Christianity as a dead ass, is 
worth a year's subscription. In the mean time I shall keep 
hustling for subscribers. Yours, L. R. Tiros. 


AYER, Mass., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: Please send me the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Without Taz TzvurH SEEKER the literature of the world 
would be incomplete. Without Ingersoll, where is.the intel- 
lectual giant to vanquish every attacking foe? The greatest 
Infidels (?) hav been the greatest blessing to the world. . The 
church’s harness is all breeching—good at holding back. 


ELAH Myriox. 


RocnzsTER, Mion., Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mr. Epirok: Inclosed please find $5, one half for renewal, 
and the other for a new subscriber. Also I send twenty-five 
cents for the ANNUAL. With reference to Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
pictures, I would simply state, if some prominent Catholic 
or Protestant journal should take to ‘‘ illustrating ” its pages 
with, say Caricatures of Ingersoll with a fool’s cap on, ad- 
dressing a group of drunken rowdies, or Thomas Paine with 
8 huge, pimpled nose, sitting at a table loaded with whisky 
bottles writing manuscript for ‘‘ The Age of Reason,” or 
Voltaire on a bed in death agonies praying for the salvation 
of his poor soul, I should not consider such very convincing 

arguments, but rather & confession of want of better ones. 

Yours truly, C. H. GREENE. 


Bronson, KY., Jan. 1, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed. please find $5.25 for two subscrip- 
tions for THE TRUTH SEEKER and one ANNUAL for 1890. I 
fear that we are going to hav trouble in the family over the 
pictures. Some of the pictures do good and some do harm. 
You cannot please everybody. Be yourown judge of which 
would be the better for mental freedom, pictures or no pict- 
ures. For my part, I vote to discontinue all the bad pict- 
ures and continue the good. It might be that the first page 
would &fford ample room for all the good pictures. And 
then again, it might be that one really good picture once a 
month, that would show up the absurdity of some passage 
of scripture, would be still. better. Let us at least not call 
each other names about the pictures. 

I believe it to be a matter of fact that there is not a sensi- 
ble man or woman on earth but is perfectly willing to believe 


Hammonton, N. J., Dec. 24, 1889. 

Mr. Eniror: I notice that my time is nearly out for your 
excellent paper to visit us, so please find inclosed $3 25. 
Twenty-five cents is for the ANNUAL. If you are willing, I 
propose you giv me credit for the paper eight months, as 
that will take to a time when we may hav received from our 
crop again. The $1 is for you to use to the best of your |. 


judgment in spreading truth. I wish we were able to make 
it ten. 


ity of Taz TRUTH SEEKER readers. 


was some time ago. 
not of a very high order artistically. They do not shock me 


I &m on the side of the cartoons, but hav failed, as į that there is a personal god somewhere who hears the pray- 


ers of man and can grant or reject them. Aud farther, 
whether they are willing or not, if sufficient evidence of the 


above alleged fact is produced it will force conviction. I 
would like to see in Taz TRUTH BgEKER frequent calls made 


on T. Dewitt Talmage and others for the absolute proof that 
there is a God who can and does answer prayer. 
J. N. Brown. 


LaNoasTER, Wis., Dec. 80, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3 25 for my subscrip- 
tion and the ANNUAL for 1890. I hav been waiting in hope 
to obtain a new subscriber. I am almost eighty years old, 
and cannot read much any more, but still I feel I cannot do 
without the paper, for there are so many others that enjoy 
it. I hav taken the paper 80 many years that to do without 
it would bea great sacrifice on my part. The paper that 
came first, years ago, was very small, only one sheet, and now 
to see such a large paper is very pleasing. About the pict- 
ures it does not make any difference, for the paper is as much 
pleasure to me without them. I would like to help ob- 
tain some new subscribers, but am too old and cannot do 

much going about. Respectfully, Jaoos NATHAN. 


Oxzro, Kan., Jan. 1, 290. 
Mr. Eprron: I forgot, when I wrote you last week, to 
remit for the ANNUAL. Please find inclosed twenty-five cents 
and forward me the same. Mr. Editor, I am with the major- 
I want you to continue 


the pictures. Those who find fault with them as being too 


hard on exposing the Bible must hav a little bit of religion 
lurking about their skirts, etc. 
pictures out of Taz TRUTH Bzrxxx you will lose lots of old 
subscribers. 
is more instruction to be got out of studying them than there 


Just as soon as you drop the 


The pictures are a lesson iu themselvs. There 
would be if the space was filled up by anything else. 

Iam trying to get two or three of my neighbors to sub- 
scribe. They will soon. I hav two volumes of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I am going to get them bound in book form. 
James BiGHAM. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Dec. 26, 1889. 
Mr. Ep:tor: Inclosed please fiud $5, which is for 
two subscriptions for one year, one for myself and one for 
the subscriber below-named. I hav one dear old TRUTH 
SEEKER come to me every week, and I find I must hav 
another one to lend out or giv away and the other to keep 
on file. I cannot keep in my head all they contain, so I 
keep them to refer to. If there is one hope I hav more than 
another, it is that you will be able to continue with the pict- 
ures. They are the.cream of my life. I shall probably hav 
another subscriber or two for you in a little while. I like 
the music of the American Secular Union, and am going to 

start a Union here shorily or know the reason why. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, W. G. MORGAN. 

SIDNEY, O., Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: I hav sent you five new subscribers, but it 
I enjoy the pictures, even if they are 


in the least, but they do shock some, and on the whole I 
believe the paper would do more good for the cause of free- 
dom without the pictures; but I believe, too, that you would 
lose some readers by abandoning them. 

A good plan to recruit Freethinkers is for the Freethinkers 
of a town to pry fora Liberal paper to the public library. 
Tae Truru SEEKER would be better for this purpose were it 


not illustrated. The writer has followed this plan and is 
highly pleased with the result, one Roman Catholic being 
among the recruits. 
selected. 


A paper without illustrations was 
Emory P. Rosinson. 


Ipava, ILL., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: For the good of humanity, the promotion of 
mental liberty, the growth of reason, the elevation of our 
noble women, the extension of Freethought, and the in- 
creased circulation of THE TRUTH SEEKER, let the pictures 


be continued. "They are the spice and the seasoning. We 


like our bread buttered and our meat salted. It is those who 
would like to see our bread fall ** butter-side down” and our 
galt stolen that dislike the cartoons. Many men and women 


look and laugh at the pictures that hav not time to read. 


Then, again, we bind them into a book, making a beautiful 
pictorial edition that is very attractiv to children, from which 


they will learn many useful lessons by asking questions about 
the pictures. 


We must educate the children to think before 
the crawlers from the slime-pits poison their young minds. 
Send me one dollar’s worth of TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS. 
Yours truly, C. 8. RANDOLPH. 
Dii Monr., Jan. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER. It battles nobly 
for the truth. It is true knowledge, correct education, that 
the world needs. To believe what is not a fact is of no profit 
or benefit to man, woman, or child. 

One word about the illustrations in Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 
They are just the thing. They present in definit shape the 
old superstitions that Christians believe, or profess to be- 
lieve. When they see the illustration the old idea is so ridic- 
ulous it makes them overflow with anger. Right here I 
will remark, it is man that is angry with man for his belief; 
the gods are not angry with man for an honest belief. . My 
Liberal friends, I would say to you all, it is your early edu- 
cation that still lingers in the mind—your old Sunday.school 
tales that still linger with you. Mr. Heston has the true idea. 
He cannot illustrate the old Bible stories so as to make them 
more ridiculous than they really are. My experience in 
showing the pictures has been this: In one family where I 
hav lived, when I would get my TRUTH SxExKEx there would 
be no rest until the wrapper was torn off and the pictures 
were examined, All my friénds that loók at my paper agree 
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that the pictures take the cake. For myself, I will say, I 
study the illustrations first, and they are good. 
Yours for a fact, J. B. Taomson. 


Sr. Nronoras, Pa., Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mz. Eprror: I see by my son's paper, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


that in order to enable you to continue the weekly illustra- 


tions in it you must hav an increased list of subscribers, 
therefore I forward my subscription, ag one not wishing to 


see the illustrations disappear, for I think they form one of 


the best features of it or any other paper—but more especially 


of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, as it is advocating and disseminating 
tt truths of a cause," as well as showing up the folly, hideous- 
ness, and absurdity of what is termed Christianity and 


religion. And these cartoons of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, appear- 


ing weekly, hav an effect that the whole paper written could 
not produce, and are the means of enlightening many that 
would not take the-trouble or time to read up, but more 
especially to read such a paper as Tag TRUTH ÑEEKER. I 


send you also twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
R. B. Pratt. 


Orange Cry, Ia., Dec. 30, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: According to my way of looking at things, 


Liberalism had better throw up the sponge. In your edito- 
rials you claim that your subsc'iptions are not paid. If that 
is so, it is no more nor less than stealing, and any Liberal 
that will read a paper and not pay for it belongs rather to the 


shady side of the community. It seems all the Liberal 


papers go a-begging, except the Twentieth Century, and after 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER has come around I expect the other 
every day. Taking the American Secular Union in consider- 


ation, I hav spent over $300 this year in the movement, 
which for & poor man is sufficient. 
$5. 


the course of the year. 


Leave the pictures off. They are nice for us, but do harm 


to the propaganda, for a good many fools that would read 
the paper throw it down as quick as they see the illustrations. 
De LzsPiNAS8E. 


CnazLEs Orry, Ia., Jan. 2, 1890. 


Mr. Epitor: In regard to the pictures, I say, for one, let 


them be continued, and here is $1 for their continuation. 


And if you will put them in book form, count on me for one 


number and probably more. I am getting pretty well along 
on the journey of 


while I can raise a dollar to pay for Toe TRUTH ÑEEKER, I 


shall take it. I hav raised three boys and one girl, and they 


will compare with any children of any member of the 
churches of this city, and Inever sent them to any Sunday- 
school. I hav taken the grand old TRUTH SEEKER since it 
was first published by D. M. Bennett, and shall continue as 
long as I liv. Isay, let us hav the pictures and no let-up on 
them. And if all who sanction them will send a dollar, or 
what they can, to help keep them going, they need not stop, 
but get larger. Why, it was the pictures in Harpers’ that 
did as much to suppress the Rebellion as every paper that was 
published during the war. JOHN MAHARA. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mx. Epiror: Inclosed find $3.25 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and Annuar. Though I cannot send you a new subscriber, 
‘I wil venture to giv you my opinion of the pictures. I 
think them an effectiv means of opening the eyes of Chris. 
tians to the absurdities of the Bible. They are far more 
true to nature than the ones we commonly see of Bible char- 
acters, arrayed in robes of bright blue, yellow, scarlet, and 
purple. As a matter of fact they were doubtless a dirty, 
greasy, sorry-looking set, bearing a close resemblance to the 
figures presented by Mr. Heston. My only regret is that the 
pictures are 82 far behind the times in.the way of artistic 
execution. The very Christians who hold the old Jews of 
the Bible in such reverence, and who are so loyal to Jesus 
the Jew, would not to-day eat at the same table or associate 
in any manner with a Jew. It is only dead Jews that they 
adore. The living ones they despise. As Iam nota Jew, 
you will not.think that these observations spring from per- 

sonal feelings. Wirnuax KwunzzzL, M.D. 


New Yonx, Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: I am sorry to read that there are some of 
your readers who object to Mr. Heston's cartoons. It can 
not but hurt his feelings. He is a real genius by the way 
he shows up the absurdities of the Bible stories. Wherein 
exists the difference between his cartoons and Puck's and 
Judges, which are well appreciated, except that the latter 
are colored? That the pictures repel some persons is simply 
an excuse. The same person will iepel THE TRUTH SEEKER 
without any pictures. But I know most such persons will 
look at these pictures, after all, when not seen by anyone. 
As most people, especially the Christians, are thoughtless 
readers of their Bibles, to them these stories never appeared 
go ridiculous as they really are and show to the eye. Would 
not an increase of fifty cents to the price of subscription 
cover the cost thereof? I for my part would be willing to 
pay the increase rather than miss these cartoons.  Inclosed 
please find $2 for picture account. FreD. Korzry. 
KigxsVILLE, Mo., Dec. 81, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: If the illustrations can be kept up without 
loss to the company, I am in favor of their continuance. A. 
W. Shatford, in his objections to a part of the pictures, in 
the last issue, says, “I do not see any sense in them.” Of 
course there is no sense in them, because they are founded 
upon Bible nonsense, which fact by the pictures becomes 
plain at a glance. Ridicule is about the only argument that 
can be wielded against the position of a bigoted Christian 
with any effect. The Christian class cannot consistently 
object to ridicule, as their leaders practice jt, and their Bible 


However, inclosed find 
I can spare no large amount, but will remit more in 


life—was born May 4, 1824—but 


is full of it. F. W. Peabody, of your city, through the last- 
Issue, says, “If Mr. Heston’s pictures are to continue, my 
subscription will cease on the 1st of January next.” If Mr. 
Peabody is a Liberal in the full sense of the term, he must 
admit that he was a little hasty or unthoughtful in the 
remark. However, I inclose $3 to fill the vacuum should it 
occur, for which please send your paper to the gentleman 
whose address is inclosed. Wu. HART. 
Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I cannot agree with Friend Parton on the 
pictures. Iadmirethecartoons. They are splendid. They 
speak for themselvs. They show a great deal of supersti- 
tion and ignorance in the so-called inspired word of God. 
No, Friend Parton, it is far more honorable to be a man than 
to be a Christian. Christians hav persecuted to the exact 
extent of their power, and always will. They are the invent- 
ors and makers of instruments of torture, dungeon and 
chain, rack and thumbscrew, and the Holy Inquisition. The. 
only instrument that now remains ie:slander. I hav been for 
the last two days trying to solicit subscribers, but all that 1 
get is slander. ‘‘No, I would not read that paper if I had 
time to read it." But they can find plenty of time to slander 
the sacred dust of Thomas Paine. Sunday the 15th the 
Baptist pope preached his farewell sermon, and in the course 
of his sermon he referred to Ingersoll’s Oration on Roscoe 
Conkling, saying that Ingersoll said that he did admit that 
there was a place after death. That rang through the 
village like a thunderbolt. ‘‘ Ingersoll has weakened !” 
I hope the cartoons will continue, and that subscribers 
will not wait to be dunned for their subscription. : 
Witiam A. BENNETT. 


Denver, Ia., Jan. 1, 290. 

Mr. Eprrog: You ask about the pictures. Don’t, “for 
God’s sake,” let that awful Heston make pictures in your 
paper. Why, the one with Samson running down three 
hundred foxes is awful. I had to hide my paper and read it 
behind the barn by moonlight for fear my great-great-prand- 
mother might see it. She would feel awful if she should see 
it. If my Christian neighbor should see it, I fear he might 
feel awful, too, and maybe stick up his nose at it. Do not 
put those awful pictures in your paper. They make the 
Catholics feel awful, and the Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Baptists, and an awful lot of other folks. ` 

** For Christ’s sake ” do not let that ‘‘ quarter of a bushel” 
write any more letters in your paper; they make some folks 
feel awful. Do not let that latter-day saint John (E. Rems- 
burg) prove that A. Lincoln was no Christian; he makes 
thousands feel &wful. Do not let Miss Wixon entice the 
rising generation away from ‘our lord and savior Jesus 
Christ;" it makes many feel awful. In fine, do not print 
that awful TRUTH SEEKER any more (though my subscription 
bas another year to run), for it makes the Christian world 
feel awfully awful, for fear it will put hell out and throw 
heaven in the shade. Don’t, don't! you awful sinner; and 
besides, ladies who write ‘‘ Mrs.” before their own names, 
say don't. But send me your ALMANAO for 1890 if there are 
not too many &wful pictures in it. M. FARRINGTON. 


Fort Wayne, IND., Dec. 27, 1889. 

Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $4.25 to apply on my 
paper and for the Annuar for 1890. I hav been trying to 
get some new subscribers. About the pictures, I think they 
do a vast good, and especially with the young; and it is 
through the young we must expect to do the largest amount 
of good. Some may object to those illustrations, thinking 
they repel rather than attract. This may beso in some cases, 
but in the majority of cases they create mirth, and I tell you, 
a good hearty laugh is dreaded by.a simon-pure Christian 
worse than the devil. Then another thing. Heston’s ridic- 
ulous pictures of Bible persons are of such a nature that to 
see them once forever dispels that vail that theologians hav 
so long held over the features of these old Bible heroes, and 
once that vail is turned away and they behold the malignant 
and savage features beneath, as in the case of Moore's Vailed 
Prophet, instead of reverence there will be abhorrence. 
There has been a great amount of good done jn this world 
by ridicule. That great Christian scourge of burning people 
for witches in Salem, Conn., was stopped by a laughable 
circumstance that made the affair so ridiculous that those 
pious old heathens could not proceed any further. I hav the 
history of this incident written in rhyme by a friend, and 
thinking that perhaps the many readers of the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER would like to read it, I will send the pam- 
phlet containing that and other poems to you, and if desired 
you may print it for the benefit of your readers. 

J. S. Frost. 


GREEN Hitt, O., Dec. 29, 289. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find renewal. You may put 
me down for one of your Annvazs for 290. 
able to get two or three to join with me when they are ready. 
T tried hard to get some to join with me in my renewal, but 
failed. I would like to hav the pictures continued. I think 
they are splendid, and undoubtedly doing good work. I 
would like to contribute something to their support. I will 
hav. the paper either with or without the pictures. I would 
like to contribute something to the general fund to help our 
new president in the work he has mapped out. I think he 
means business. I think some hav been too harsh: in their 
criticism. What he proposes to do is in my judgment all 
right. I know that Putnam, Remeburg, e£ al, are doing good 
work in the lecture field. What we want now is to come 
up in the rear with petitions to our legislatures and Congress 
demanding of them legislation in favor of some one or more 
of the Nine Demands. And we want to take such fellows as 


‘the trustees 6f Girard College and play the mischief with 


them with the law, All this, and more, President Westbrook 


I think I will be | 
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proposes to do. Ido think he hag mapped out a good cam- 
paign, and hope he will be successful. Let’s giv him a 
chance, and help him all we can, and convince the people 
that there is something more in Liberalism than mere talk. 
For that.is what a great many people in this part are begin- 
ning to think, and I must confess I had almost come to that 
conclusion myself. EwooH WiokERSHAM. 


_ Evreka, CAL., Dec. 17, 289. 

Mz. Eprron: I hav just read Mr. J. Parton’s letter ia Tax 
TaurH SEEKER of December 7th in regard to the pictures. 
He writes: ‘‘ Peóple who like them ought to be religious. 
They are capable of nothing better." Were those sentences 
written in a fit of insanity, or has Mr. Parton arrived at his 
second childhood? No man of sound mind could write such 
nonsense. Mr. Parton is likely one of those weeping philos- 
ophers who consider it à crime to Joke and Jaugh and look at 
the bright side of nature, but he is far from the mark when 
he sets himself up as a model for other people. If he does 
not like the pictures he could hav said so without giving 
such ridiculous reasons for it. I am confident R. G. Inger- 
soll would not write to you in that strain. The pictures, no 
doubt, repel many Christians who, but for them, might read 
Tue TRUTE Szexer, and on that account they may more or 
less retard its circulation, but to say that those who like 
them are only fit to be religious, is sheer nonsense. J am in 
love with the pictures illustrating the Bible; and I hav 
preserved every one of them. The pictures on the front page 
hav less value to me, except the one where the tigers are 
howling at the statue of Bruno, which I hav had mounted 
and framed. What a pity that Liberals who hav acquired 
fame in the prime of life, should ruin their good names in 
old.age by becoming dogmatic! Mr. Parton says by infer- 
ence, that anyone who disbelieves or derides the Bible is 
capable of nothing better than to be a Christian. 

Elmina writes in response to an article in which some 
heroes had been praised: ‘‘ Had those heroes no mothers? 
It is to the mothers the praise belongs." Why not stretch 
that reasoning a little farther and ask, Had those mothers no 
fathers? By going far enough we would fiud that all praise 
belongs to Adam. It grieves me when I see remarks like 
these from the pens of those I had learned to respect. 

I think the writings of J. H. Wood, of Detroit, Mich., 
totally erroneous. But enough of this, lest an avalanche 
descend upon my head, and I, who fear neither God nor 
devil, may be worsted by some weak-minded mortal. 

: Fraternally yours, ROBERT GUNTHER. 


Br. Joans, ILL., Dec. 5, 1889. 

Me. Eprron: Inclosed you will find money for $25 worth 
of books and pamphlets, and in addition to that amount 
the subscription price of the grand old FRUTE BEEKER for 
two years to Mr. Thomas Goddard and myself—a copy to 
each address as at present. I hav been taking and perusing 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER for fifteen years last September. I hav 
read it from some time in the spring previous to that 
period. when our dear old Brother Bennett edited it at 
Paris, Ill. I am now at the age of fifty-eight, after be- 
ing a believer in Christianity from the age capable of accept- 
ing any religious doctrin up to the age of twenty-one, when 
I joined the Baptist church and affiliated with the same from 
1852 to 1867,.at that time discarding the dogma of endless 
hell torment, and, in consequence of getting rid of this bar- 
barous belief, was summarily excommunicated. After 
groveling along in Universalism for some three years, and 
by a close study of the Bible, being convinced that it was 
not a book calculated to elevate the human family to a 
proper status of civilization, I finally evolved into the light 
and life of Liberalism, and can say that I hav derived more 
knowledge, and consequently more pleasure, from reading 
Tux TRUTH Srexer than I ever did from reading the Bible, 
or the theological works I ever read, which were many, dur- 
ing all my life. I do not feel at this late day that I can well 
afford to do without the mental sustenance I gain from the 
perusal of Taz Teruras SzEKEB, which has become such a 
welcome guest and a household necessity. In regard to the 
discontent we see from some of our good brothers and sis- 
ters: I certainly do greatly admire Brother Burnham and 
Sister Severance. I hav learned to look on them as noble 
workers in Liberalism. I am sorry they can see no good in 
our endeavoring, a8 much as in us lies, to elevate those who 
are struggling toward the pinnacle of universal mental free- 
dom, such as Dr. McGlynn, who is so near out of purgatory, 
and also Chadwick, Savage, and Clifford, who are yet a few 
strata below McGlynn, but, nevertheless, hav aspirations 
and need little more leaven to resurrect them to kingdom 
come (I mean to stand erect in Liberalism). To accelerate 
this nothing could be more. beneficial than to come in con- 
tact with such characters as compose our annual congress. 
When I read the proceedings at first, I caught myself taking 
exception to having exponents of Christianity aiding us in 
cur efforts to emancipate ourselvs from religious tyranny, 
but, on a more mature thought, I found myself on the side 
of charity. “I now see no compromise with error in the mat- 
ter whatever. The case, as I now look at it, is similar to 
that incident in the life of the noble philanthropist, Thomas 
Paine, when he jeopardized his life in the effort to save the 
king. His idea was to destroy priesteraft and kingcraft, 
but to preserve the life of both king -and priest. Inlike . 
manner we shal] never regret doing all we can to save a8 many 
Christians as possible while we are engaged in demolishing 
their superstition, and building on its ruins truth and justice. - 
to all men, women, and children. I hope the individuality 
of those who are controling the Secular Union is of such 
strength that they will lose nothing in their endeavor to lift 
thoge who are struggling to free themselvs from the inconsist- 


-ent doctrins of the church. Wishing all may work together 


for good, I. bid the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER farewell 
for a while. Fraternally, Wu. A. THOMPSON. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixosm, Fal 
Rivor, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“+ Betwoon the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower: 
Comes a pause in the day’s ocoupationS — 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


An Arab Saying. 


Remember, three things come not back ; 
The arrow sent upon its track— 

It will not swerve, it will not stay 

Its speed ; it flies to wound or slay. 


Tho spoken word, so soon forgot 
By thee; butit has perished not: 
In other hearts ‘tis living still, 
And doing work for good or ill. 


And the lost opportunity, 

That cometh back no more to thee; 

In vain thou weepest, in vain dost yearn, 
Those three will revermore return. 


—— —9—9—9————————— 


Story of a Fly. 
CHAPTER I. 

Once upon a time there was a little fly. 
This fly had lots of brothers and sisters and 
his name was Quick. One day, when he and 
his brothers and sisters were playing together, 
Quick and one of his brothers disagreed 
about dividing some sugar they had stolen. 
Quick thought he ought to divide the sugar 
because he was the youngest, and Spry (that 
was the name of the other brother) thought 
he ought to divide the sugar because he was 
the oldest. All of Quick's brothers and sis- 
ters joined in with Spry because they did not 
like Quick very well. ‘“ Well,” buzzed out 
Quick, for he was quick-tempered, ‘‘if you 
don't let me divide the sugar, I’ll go and get 
. some more of my own, and bring it back, and 
I'll not giv you any either." ‘“ We don't care 
for the old sugar, do we?" This was ad- 
dressed to the others by the oldest fly. ‘‘ No, 
we don't," buzzed out all the flies at once, 
and, what's more, we can get all the sugar 
we want without his help." '*l may be gone 
for months, maybe years, and may never come 
back. I may get drowned in an ocean of 
‘milk; I may get wounded; I may commit 
suicide; I may get burnt up in a stove; you 
may never see me again. Shall I go?” said 
Quick. ‘‘ We don’t care a straw whether you 
go or not," snapped out some of the flies. 


'. * Of course we don't," said all the rest. 


' It was planned that he should start off early 
next morning, and although he got up early 


of crying. Every now and then she would 
look down upon her feet, so Quick looked 
down also, and then he s&w she had dropped 
some sugar, and he thought, ‘‘ No wonder 
she was about to cry.” 

Pretty soon a young girl about fifteen years 
old came to see what the matter was with the 
‘t Pet." "When she saw the sugar on the floor 
she took the broom and dust-pan and swept 
it up and threw it out of the door. And that 
is where Quick got the sugar. The ‘‘ Pet” 
got more sugar and was happy. 

Quick Jost no time in gathering up the 
sugar and started home with it. One day as 
he was flying along on his journey he dropped 
it in some long grass. He had to hunt a long 
time, but at last he found it, and was very 
glad, for he thought he wculd hav to go and 
hunt for more. He picked it up and flew on 
with it. It was early in the morning and he 
expected to get home that same night, but a 
Storm overtook him and the wind blew very 
hard. When the storm came he was at the 
edge of a small river and was afraid to fly 


and was brave he hated to go and leave his 
' brothers and sisters. When he stopped by 
the gate to bid them good-bye, the other flies 
turned their backs on him and said, ‘‘ Go on, 
we don't care to see you stop before you get 
hundreds of miles away." 

This made Quick secretly cry, but he put 
on a brave face and flew away. 

CHAPTER II. 

Quick flew on until he came to a large 
white house. ‘‘Here,” said he, ‘I can get 
lots of sugar." There was 8 very kind-look- 
ing woman washing dishes as he went in. 
But alas, alas! he had no more got in the 
house when that kind-faced mistress drove 
him and a shower of other flies out of the 
door. This made Quick mad, to be driven out 
so soon, 80 he made up his mind to go around 
to the front door and see if he could not get 
in there. When he got there he saw to his 
great delight that. there was a little girl in 
front of the door feeding sugar to a big dog. 
“ Now,” thought he, ‘is my time.” But he 
had no more than lit on the sugar than the 
dog snapped at poor Quick and barely missed 
him, and he flew away with atorn wing. He 
did not try again there, and after that he was 
not so bold and more sensible. His next ad- 
venture was to come near getting drowned. 
The way of it was this: One day he was fly- 
ing along, and looking in at an open window 
he saw & pan of milk and, what he thought, 
thick cream on top. ‘‘ Here,” thought he, “I 
can get a good drink of milk, for I am very 
thirsty.” So in he flew and lit in the middle 
of the pan. But he had no more than lit be- 
fore the cream gave way, for the milk had 
just been milked that morning, and that was 
about 10 o’clock 4.m. How he got out of the 
milk he never knew, but in about two min- 
utes he was on the clean windowsill drying 
his poor wet wings and body. At last he 
was dry and sat there a few minutes to look 
around at things, and then he flew away 
again. 

CnaPrzER III. 

Quick got some sugar at last, and I will tell 
you how he got it. One day he was flying 
along and lit upon a screen door and saw a 


across it for fear of getting blown into the 
water. He knew he would not get home if 
he did not go on, so he concluded to go along 
the bank and hunt fora bridge. He started 
off and was flying along slowly when he flew 
against another fly, and to his great surprise 
be saw that the fly that be had flown against 
was Spry, his brother. They were very glad 
to see each other; although Quick was proud, 
he cried, but Spry told him to.dry his tears 
and to come along the bank a little farther 
and they would come to a bridge where they 
could cross and get home without delay. He 
said that his brothers and sisters had, got un. 
easy about him and had sent him out to look 
forhim. They reached the bridge and crossed 
over in safety. 
Carrer IV. 

As they were flying slong our hero flew 
into some brush, and before Spry had time to 
turn around he saw his beloved brother lying 
on the ground senseless. As soon as he real- 
ized the situation he lit by the side of Quick 
and at one glance saw that he had fainted 
away. Spry lost no time in bringing some 
water from a brook near by, when Quick 
recovered from his fainting, but he said that 
one of his legs pained him dreadfully. When 
Spry looked at it he saw that he had broken 
it, and that he would hav to go to a fly's 
house near by and get help. He asked Quick 
if he was afraid to stay alone for & minute or 
two. Quick said very faintly, ‘‘ No.” His 
leg pained him so he could hardly breathe. 
Spry flew off as fast as he could, and when 
he got there he told his business and asked if 
they had a saw. They said they had. He 
asked them to get it and he would saw off 
a willow leaf and make a litter of it. When 
they got back to Quick he lay so still they 
thought he was dead, but when Spry spoke 
he opened his eyes, nodded his head, and then 
shut them again. Spry proceeded at once to 
fix the litter. He knew that if he could get 
him on it and get the help of two or three 
other flies he could get home, and then he 
would go and get their old family doctor and 
Quick would be able to fly around the room 
in a few days. 

Spry spoke his thoughts and they all 
agreed, and in less time than it takes to tell 
it they were home. 

Spry had sent & messenger before them, so 
the family were not taken by surprise. They 
had sent for the doctor as soon as they got the 
message, 80 he attended to Quick's leg assoon 
as he arrived. He was better in a week so 
he could move in bed. Not till then did he 
tell his adventures, and he never went off 
after any more sugar, for he never had any 
occasion to, and he never was selfish any 
more. When they offered him sugar to divide 
he would refuse, saying, ‘‘ No, I do not wish 
to divide any more sugar.” The sugar he 
got, he dropped when he flew against the 
brush. These experiences were a lesson to 
Quick, and I think he was never selfish again. 

Rochester, Minn. LzarriE CLARK. 
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The First Wooden Clock, 

E. A. Fenn, in the Allegan, Mich., Jour- 
nal, says: 

About the year 1800, there lived a sort 
of indolent, thriftless, unpromising young 
man by the name of Eli Terry. His birth- 
place was the same as mine, Plymouth, Conn. 
He sought the hand and heart of a Miss 
Warner, and was bitterly opposed by her 
friends on account of his inability to support 
her. Miss Warner was either a sister or a 
cousin of the late Mrs. Friend Ives, an old 
resident of Gun Plains, and grandmother of 
Leon and Fred. Chichester. The Warners 


little girl's face sadly puckered up in the act 


were of solid old Puritan stock and despised 


——— 


laziness, but, notwithstanding all opposition, 
they were married and set up housekeeping. 
Soon destitution and want were about all that 
seemed visible for future days. 

. Eli had no visible means of support, but 
spent his time sitting on a stump or block, 
whittling out a circle he struck with an old 
compass or sawing off bits of wood from some 
dead trees, and thus, day after day, his time 
was spent, and the general opinion was he 
was Crazy. Want pressed so hard in the 
home that the wife, by urgent entreaty of her 
friends, had about made up her mind to re- 
turn to her parente! home, when the fruits of 
Eli's whittling and sawing materialized in the 
first wooden clock ever made in America, and, 
I believe, in any country. It was readily 
sold to & neighbor for $80 and paid for in 
pork, flour, potatoes, other family necessities, 
and a little money, with which he bought 
tools to facilitate his work in further prose- 
cution of clock-making. Another and an- 
other was made and sold readily as soon as 
completed. The foot-lathe and small circular 
saws Were added, then men were employed, 
clocks more rapidly made and eagerly sought 
after, and Eli Terry began to accumulate. 
In the mean time he had made application 
for letters patent upon his clock, and about 
1802 or 1803 built a small shop and com- 
menced improving on his clock and construc- 
tion of machinery and tools, and the founda- 
tion for a vast fortune was made which 
materislized in after years. Notwithstanding 
his unbounded benevolence, he became very 
rich. He died about 1845, at the advanced 
age of eighty-five years, beloved and re- 
spected by all who knew him, leaving a large 
family of grown-up boys and a number of 
grandsons, all very wealthy and all living in 
Terryville, Conn., controling nearly all the 
wealth of the place, which was invested in 
large manufactories for clocks and locks. It 
is worthy of note that not one Terry is left in 
that region and all their interests and invest- 
ments hav scattered and gone into other! 
hands. 
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dius af the Ash. 


Lzo XIII. says he will not quit Rome as 
long 88 he can cling to the Vatican. 


IrALY has enacted a law depriving the clergy 
of all influence over charitable institutions. 


In the Senate on the 8th Mr. Morgan pro- 
posed the emigration of the negroes to Africa. 


AT Berne, Switzerland, military are parad- 
ing the streets to prevent a riot by striking 
printers. 


FnANocs is considering the reundertaking of 
work on the Panama canal, and hopes to fin- 
ish it in two years. 


Ir is reported that Portuguese hav hauled 
down British flags on steamers in Africa, and 
trouble is looked for. i 


Sr. Pavur's Episcopal church at Norwalk, 
Conn., is having a sad quarrel over insulting 
anonymous letters sent by its members to its 
pastor. 


Tue island of Malta, in the Mediterranean, 
&ud the Balearic isles near Spain in the same 
sea, are severally proposed as asylums for 
the pope. 

Derxtaarions from New York and Chicago 
on the 11th presented to Congress their re- 
spectiv claims to possessing the Fair, and 
that body will soon decide. 


A HEAVY storm did much damage in Great 
Britain on the 5th inst. A Catholic paper 
takes pains to report that the Protestant 
church at Birr, Ireland, was struck and badly 
injured by lightning. 


A NAKED man was Caught running through 
Prospect park, Brooklyn, on the 18th, stab- 
bing himself with shears. He said the Lord 
had commanded it. ‘‘ Where do you liv?" 
was asked, *'In heaven." 


Taz young brother of the Catholic mur- 
derer McElvaine who is awaiting execution, 
has been taken before the court for disobe- 
dience to his father, and sent to the Catholic 
Protectory, that he may be told that what- 
ever he does will be forgiven by Christ, and 
he be installed in heaven. 


EwEMigS of the new order of things in 
Brazil declare that the government is not a 
republic, and has not developed one repub- 
lican institution; that it is composed of self- 
appointed men, and is a military dictatorship 
pure and simple. To this, however, the op- 
posit side makes what seems to be a satisfac- 
tory defense.' 


AT 8:80 on the morning of the 9th, women 
in a house beside the wall being built for 
the Throop avenue Presbyterian church, 
Brooklyn, were alarmed by hearing the wall 
crack in the high wind. They dressed and 
intended to leave, but concluded to remain, 
and at 4:30 they and their children were pray- 
ing in fear at some unusually terrific blasts, 
when the wall fell and crushed the house, 
killing two persons and injuring several. 


On the 12th severe storms prevailed in the 
West. A tornado damaged St. Louis, wreck- 
ing two churches among other buildings; 
three persons were killed and several injured. 
At Brooklyn, a suburb of St. Louis, two 
churches were completely ruined. Through 
Illinois, Kansas, and Nebraska a blizzard did 
much harm. Mississippi also suffered from 
a wing of the storm. The Lord crowned his 
disapproval of churches by blowing down 
two at Sardis, Miss. 


Tne grip continues destructiv throughout 
Europe, and in the eastern part of this coun- 
try and in Chicago. New York city deaths 
last week were 1,424, double the usual num- 
ber. In Paris physicians noted that the grip 
affected the temperate more than the intem- 
perate, avd advised alcoholic drinks. The 
result was that in three days 1,500 persons 
were arrested in the streets for drunkenness, 
of whom 1,200 claimed to be simply following 
treatment for the influenza. 


Miss Fronzwor GILLESPIE, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., three months ago was pronounced to 
hav consumption, but evidently had some 
years to liv, helped by the comforts of a 
wealthy home. Some Christian Science rela. 
tivs, however, carried her to Boston and 
forced upon her a remarkable treatment, con- 
sisting in waking early, working hard, and 
believing her disease imaginary. She died à 
few days ago. She had been obliged to get 
her own meals the day before she died, and 
was left alone that night. Shesaid she could 
not understand Christian Science at all, but 
was trying her best to be obedient to her 
&unt. 
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Greater Ability. 


Bx M. L. Hoxrsroox, M.D. 


The ScientiRo American says: ‘This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
OR; 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION To HEALTH AND WoRK. PRIOR, r ; " $1.50. 
The New York Herald says: “Dr. Holbrook's s 
is among the very best of its kind.” ‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 

book ia among rd Garden says; “A study of this 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the cost of the book 
every day in providing for & family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEXKER Oo. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


As a Means for the Production of 
Relief Printing Plates 


We can amend the three processes operated 

this Company. 
Py ier ZINO ETOHINGS for cheap and coarse 
newspaper work, and their MOSS8-T'YPH process, 
by which engravings are made direct from photo- 

raphs, as well as their MOSS PROOESS OF 

PHOTO-ENGRAYING, are all superior to any 
other like methods. ddress 

I MOSS ENGRAVING OO., 

535 Pearl St., New York. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What us IT 2 en 
taining eight chapters in refutation 

PE lee assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all it& 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 
Studies in Theology. ) 
tion of the biblical story of man's oreation 


nd Io cts. to Dr. Fellows, Vineland, 


] 
f e; n Nm 

EA fer his " Private Counselor," a book for 

g ORo oung and middle-aged men, suffering 
t= trom results of indiscretion and ignorance 

= ofyouth. Itsets forth an External Appli- 


cation—a positivecure. The book is worth 
st. State where you saw this advertisement. 


A clear exposi- 


i st imilar advertisments from unreliable practi- 
and cane, tie eis rd eee Fae spen e been freanently grey and erposod 

Liberalism, Treating the subject from a by the Prete and i is mato to trast him. Being 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing a stanch LIBERAL ie further proof of his reliabil- 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5cents. ity.—National View. 
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PIONEER PITH. 


Tur Gist or LEOTURES ON RaTIONALISM. 


By Caper. R. Q. Apaus, President of Montreal; The Location and Topography of the Gar. 


Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
“ Trayals in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason,” 

an 
-* Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best hardbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on Which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Txos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 
Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 


Br D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. 700pp., 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


` “Jesus the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 20 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Oharacter, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's B:st Teachings and Say- 
ings with thos» of Pnilosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors. 


By G. O. DARLING. 
Paper; - - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WuirroRp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS, 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES; 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. Remszura. f 
Price, 25 cenis. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
25 cents. 


Price, . 8 9| 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max Mutter, M.A. 
Price, i0 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 
By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jxo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cente. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


|... CHRISTIANITY 
. A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 17 cents. 


- CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT, 
By W. N. MoLanEN. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered bv I. N. Fiver and A. Hoox. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 


Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS PuRITANISM AND Monry-Gertina. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20 c.; flexible clo., 33. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
joai Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap. 502.3 clo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


den of Eden & Fact. 
IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


ISRAEL W. GROG, Author of “Is the God 
prius of Ieraei the True God?” 
Paper; 10 cents. 


The Candle From Underthe Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,206 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price; - =- =- = 80cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


OF 
THE BIBLE. 

1 4. 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmacively aud negatively by quotations from 
scripture, with: nt comment; embodyipg the most 
palpable and siriking self-contradictions of the 
so-called inspired word of God 
By W. H. BURR. 72 pages. 


: Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HoLxYoAkE. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A. HoLxoakE. 


10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Acts of The Apostles. 


By A. Hotyoaxrr. 
10 cents. 


A Farce. 
Price; 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLYoAKE. 


Price; 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
Bx M. D. Conway. 
Price, - . 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL’S GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - - 10cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. S. BELL. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Prices,- - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


Bx CuarLEs BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
> Wrongs, 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOE UPON 
SoorzTY. 


By Dz. Louis BUOHNER, Author of ** Force and 
Matter," etc. 
Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
' Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 
Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
l Dead ? 


By Sarapin. 
Prices - - =- 23 Cents. 


By SALADIN. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP 60D? 


. By B. F. UnpERwoop. 
Price, . š 10 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


DID MAN FALL? |Sell-Contratictons of the Bible 


144 Morar, THEOLOGIOAL, HisTORIOAL, AND 
SPEOULATIVE PROPOSITIONS. 
Price, 15 cents. 


SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU. 


Book of the Gene-ation of Jesus. First Trans. 
from the Hebrew Original Story or Jesus. 
Price. 15 cents. 


SHELLEY AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORMER, 


By 0. SOTHERAN. 
Paper, 8vo, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


SHORT 
LESSON IN HISTORY 
FOR CHRISTIANS. 


A OARTOON 
From The Truth Seeker, July 11, 1885. 
17x24in. 6 for 390., 12 for 502., 25 for $1, 100 for $8, 


JOHN'S. WAY. Radical Domestic 


Story. 15 cents. By Mre. E. D. Sienker. 


LITTLE LESSONS 


FOR 


LITILE FOLKS. 


By Mrs. E. D. SLENEER. 
Boards, 4) cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH THROUONIDAE AMENDMENT AND STATE PER- 


By Joseph E. Peck. 
Pap., 250. 


SPIRITUALISM 
FROM A MATERIALISTIC 8TAND. 
POINT. i 
Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religion Not History. 


Examination of the Morals and History of the New 
estament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. 
Price, 25 cents. 


RELIGION of COMMON SENSE. 
By Professor L. Uhlich. 
Price, 35 centa. 


PAINE VINDICATED, 


Reply to N. Y. O5server. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL, 
With * ROMAN CATHOLIO OANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Scientific Materialism : 


ITS MEANING and TENDENCY. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER TRACTS. 


(Bound.) 


Vols. I, II, IIT, IV, V, 18mo, 525 pages in each vol. 
Per vol, pap., 60c, 


TWELVE TRACTS. 


Bible Worship. 
Darwinism. 
Design Argument. 


Evolution. 
Jesus Not Perfect. 
Uuderwood's Prayer. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
25 cents. 


TWO HUNDRED POETICAL RIDDLES. 
For the Instruction and Amusement of Youth. 
By E. D. Blakeman. 

25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS. 


A Btory of the Rightway Almebouse. By Jennie 
Butier Browne. 65 cents. 


UBDERWOOD-MARPLES DEBATE 


On THE ExieTENOE OF A PERSONAL Gop AND 
INSPIRATION oF SORIPTURES. 
Between B.F. UNDERWOOD and Rev. J. Mar- 
pilos. 


Paper, 35 cents ; cloth, 60. 


VOLTAIRE IN EXILE. 


Memoirs. 

His Life and Works in France and Abroad. 
And Unpublished Correspondence With Mme. du 
Chatelet. 

By B. GASTINEAU. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


WAIFS AND WANDERINGS, 
AL beral Novel. 
By BawxuEL P. PUTNAM. 
Pap. 51¢.; clo., $1. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents ; per dozen, 8) centa ; per 100, $2. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


As To New HALL CONVENT. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ee auala 
POSITIViST CALENDAR. 
Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 


Cards, 11x14; printed on both sides, 25 cents; on 
two carda, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHURCH. 


J. E. Remppure. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 


10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Compenn or tae Naturat Laws or 
INDUSTRIAL PRopUOTION AND 
Exouganas. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN, 


By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, E" 95 »enta. 


Ingersoll on McGlynn. 


8c., 806. per dozen, $2 per 100, 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers? snd Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. C. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 1(0. 


ls the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


Protest AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. Wurrronp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. ` 
10 cents. 


Tele- 


Price, 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, Paper, 50 cents; cloths 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
lcent; 50 cents per hundred ; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE, 
By L. R. RMITH. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price; 10 cents, 


For all of the above bookg address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


———— 


Bible of Nature, 


OR, THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURR. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of ‘The Secret of the East, or igi 
of the Obristian Religion and the Smee 
of its Rise and Decline,” * Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure," “Household Remedies,” The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc, etc. 


Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Oloth, 19mo; 240pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn. Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
25 cents. Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
Cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in hig home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR) 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 


Containing 148 Propositions EM 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 

Price only 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Bract Ratios in the 
Aoquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, =- - 


$1.00, 


THE SAFEST CREED 


TWELVE OrHEgR Discourses OF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


POINTERS: 
A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics. Machiniste, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 


Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 


Illustrating some of the more Important Oompar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 
More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 
ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 
For $50 worth of “ Cold Facts” boiled down in a 


Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
THE: 

CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 18, 1890. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 


The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Mi 
at this office. Price, 400.1 With gatograph. 80 En 


THE STRUGGLE 
FOR 


Religiousand Political Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calle 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
he work is replete with astounding facts ang 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. : 


By THEO. 0. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
Tbe narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's lifeand experiencein thecity of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is Just guch & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. rice 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


. The Career of Jesus Christ. 
An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
Paper, 8v0, 25 cents. 


ogy” 


ROMANIS M, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be & Good Citizen of f 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


The Modem Science Essays. 


Ten Oents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilorophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
HOMPRON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. CHADWIOK. 

8. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

- + ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. Serviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 

geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 

begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 


6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. RosSITER 
RAYMOND 


T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. COPE. 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment By Dr. kopert G, ECCLES. 
9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. Sxir- 


TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BipNEY 
Sampson. 


1. EVOLUTION: OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 
. JANES 
12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Netson O. 


PABSHALL. 

18. EVOLU l' ION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
s HT. By Joun W. OBADWICK. 

14. PHILO:0PHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Bovr NICHOLS. 

15. THE EF*ECIS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
IM OIVILIZATION. Bx MiwoT J. 

AYAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
Lafayette Place. New York. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Bennerr. 
Price. - - - 10 cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” **Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ett., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits,—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Truth Seeker Traots. 


NoTE.—Theso tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments, When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 


| leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 


ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Suuday Question. Bennett... 
117 Consiantinethe Great. Preston... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard...... 
120 The New Age. 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 1 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and *'Ob- 
server? Lees Sieeceeveess Diii aet 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett - 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood........... sees AST 1 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James...... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher......... ES 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkus...... 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. ‘ 
[49 Age of Shams.......ccecseeceseccesscnnececeees 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Wil YouGive Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing Hurlbut and 
Moon ....cccccssecccecseeccssvceseneeeoeee 1 
151 Whatisthe Bible? M. W. H.... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 
158 The Fool's Creed.................. ———À 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions. ..................... 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street ` 
Jail. Bennett........ 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman...... 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D. —XX 5 

2 Evolution; Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood... 3 

4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin....... vee 5 


5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll... 
7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures... .........- 
11 Is America New World? Dawson ......... 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D................. s 
13 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium............... BLU 
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Liberal GHlestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Lre.l Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies me.ting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The tianhatian Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East Sth street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooki;n Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

xouth zd street, Brookiyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 


Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lec;ures. 


Ehe Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal Leagne Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
8t., Newark, N Lec.ures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 

ood StB., Aat 2:30 and "7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meeta every Sundav (from October. to June) at 
2 7 45 P.M., at Paine M-morial Building, Appleton 
Bireet. 


thicago Secular Union 


Meets every sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera Hcuse, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debaves. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEiGHTON, Sec. 


Akron, O., Freethought Union, 
The Akron Freethought Union meets every 


.| Sunday afternoon in the Hall of Cramer’s Block, 


South Howard street, at 3 o’clock. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.m.,at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomper,Pres.; LEROY BEBRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secu:ar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10 30 A.M. Free discussion on aJ] Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to. THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. bMiTH, Oor. Bec. 


Cleveland, O., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30. && room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
tigioua and social subjects, The public cordialiy 
invited. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house so fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test 
and compare my goods and prices with those of 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any pice of 
Diamond Jowalry. accompanied by contract that 
cash in fuil will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satistactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Oarrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer. and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrops, worth $600, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth 8150. for $110; do., worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40. for $30; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do , worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year. It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on, ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


sixteen jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring. beautiful 
double-paneled dial. and all modern improve- 
ments Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
Ver Casey $23.£0; five-otnce, $25; six ounce, $27. In 
open face. best filled gold case, $27; hunting, $33; 
do. Louis XIV., $85. Ia fourteen carat solid gold, 
o s n. UE prepaid, and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il. 


Established 1857. 


Essence of Religion. 
By L. FEUERBACH, 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 cts. 
The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Fxtract. 
Address Tug TRUTH BEEXKER Oo. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply 


By HunLBUT and WAKEMAN, 
Price, 19 cents. 
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WHEN it shall be said in 
any country in the world, 
My poor are happy : neither 
ignorance nor distress is to 
be found among them; my 
jails are empty of prisoners, 
my streets of beggars ; the 
aged are not in want, the 
taxes are not oppressiv: 
the rational world is my 
friend, because I am the 
friend cf its happiness: 
when these things can be 
said, then may that country 
boast of its constitution and 
its government.—Paine, 


In this world we never 
will be perfectly civ! lized 
as long as & gallows Casts 
its shadow upon the earth. 
As long as there is a peni- 
tentiary, within the walls of 
which a human being is 
immured, we are not a per- 
fectly civilized people. We 
will never be perfectly civ- 
ilized until we do away 
with crime. And yet, ac- 
cording to the Christian 
religion, God is to hav an 
eternal penitentiary; he is 
to be an everlasting jailor, 


throw the beneficent views of the eternal. This { difficulties; yet they could not foresee that this riably makes God the author of sin.—D’Holvach. 
bad and perverse being they call Satan, the devil, f invention, which went to annihilate or abridge 


6 mns af gh ang hi. | and the evil one. By the aid of this imaginary | the power of deity, was a system filled with palpa 


<== being they hav been enabled to resolve ali their! , e contradictions. In every shift, the priest inva- ' jyotire from the business.—Ingersoll. 


A Gop that cannot make a son! that is not 


iotally depraved, I respectfully suggest should 


EQquauuy unoreatab'c, 
sE qually indelible, equaliy 
E | imperishable, equally im- 


mortal as Matter is the 
‘Force. bonnd up with it. 
- United in infinit amount to 
&the infinit mass of Matter, 
in most intimate union 
therewith, and like matter, 
it runs in an unresting 


never-ending circle and 


emerges from each mode or 
union exactly the same in 
amount as when it entered 
it. As it ig an indubitable 
fact that Matter can be 
neither newly created nor 
annihilated, but only 
changed in form, so must it 
be aecepted as an absolutely 
certain experience that 
there is not a single in- 
stance in which a force has 
been brought out of noth- 
ing nor reduced to nothing, 
in other words born nor 
annihilated, In all cases in 
which forces make their 
appearance they can be 
traced back again to their 
sources—that is, it oan be 
shown out of what other 


forces or energies a given 
amount of force has beer 
obtained directly cr 
through  transmutationa, 
This transmutation does 
not proceed arbitrarily, but 
&scording to definit eqniv- 
alents or weight-numbers, 
so that the minutest 
amount of force can no 
more be lost than the wi- 
nutest amount of matter in 
the transformation of mat- 
ter.—Buchner. 


an everlasting turnkey, a 
warden of an infinit dun- 
geon, and he is going to 
keep prisoners there for- 
ever, not for the purpose of 
reforming them—because 
they are never going to get 
any better, only worse—but 
for the purpose of purpose- 
less punishment.-Ingersol. 


In the impossibility of 
reconciling the continual 
disorders of which the world 
is the theater, with the pur- 
pose of a deity replete with 
goodness, they hav trumped 
up a destructiv genius, im- 
bued with wickedness, who 
Conspires to render men 
miserable, and to over- 


| WE" Free for Four Weeks | “yg 
Twentieth Century, 


-+A Weekly Magazine. + 
. | HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. T. L. V'CREADY, Associate Editor. 


Each number contains Mr. Pentecost’s Lecture of the preeeding Sunday, delivered 
in Newark, Brooklyn and New York. He addresses more Freethinkers each Sunday 
than any other speaker in this country. Many of his addresses and editorials are upon 
religious subjects, and are radically opposed to supernaturalism in every form. 


SAMSON LOSETH HIS STRENGTH. 


And she made him sleep upon her knees ; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks 
of his head; and she began to afflict him, aud his strength went from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out, as at other times before, and shake myself. And he 
wist not that the Lord was departed from him.—Judges xvi, 19, 20. 


IT is the crowning glory 
of our century io hay dem- 
onstrated the indestructi- 
bility and the eternal Per- 
sistence of force.—Inger- 
soll, 
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MOTTO: “HEAR THE OTHER JIDE." 


This Magazine advocates Personal Sovereignty in place of State Sover- 
eignty, Voluntary Codperation instead of Compulsory Coópera- 
ation, the Liberation of the human mind from Superstition, 
and the application of the principles of Ethics toward 
Social Regeneration. 

It is meant to be a broad-minded, unsetarian meeting place for the representatives of all schools of 
Religious aud Economic thought. Orthodox and Liberal Christians, Spiritualists, Hebrews, Agnostics, 
Liberals, Infidels, Atheists, Freethinkers and Secularists of every shade of opinion ; Protectionists, Free- 
traders, Single-taxers, Nationalists, Socialists and Anarchists, advocates of peaceful measures of social 
regeneration and revolutionists, will all be welcomed to its columns with equal cordiality, fairness and 
respe@t. As an indication of the broad scope of the paper here are the names of 
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SoME CONTRIBUTORS: CONTANTE 
HELEN H. GARDENER, author of “Men, Women and Gods." l PAGE. PAGE 
: EpMuND MONTGOMERY, author of many scientific treatises in German and in English. ||| Calendar for 1890, - E. "ew 28 The Middle Ages. Illustrated, - - 69 
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T. B. WAKEMAN, Positivist and Socialist; author of “ Classification of the Sciences," etc. 

Orro WETTSTEIN, Atheist and Materialist. 

EpwARD BELLAMY, author of * Looking Backward.” 

Rev. Joun W. CHADWICE, author of “The Faith of Reason,” “The Bible of To-day,” etc. 
Rev. W. S. Crowe, editor of the “Universalist Record.” 


Je SOS SS Si 


Freethought in the United States, 1889, 17 


Faded Flowers. Poem by J. E. 
Rensburg, - - - - - 24 


The Priest, - = x - 70 
The Supernatural World, - ~ 71 
The Reformation, - - - 73 
Future Terrors, - - - - 77 


Jea 


The Inauguration of the Bruno Statue. 


Cuivron FuRsBIss, editor of “The Leader,” (Chicago). T. B. Wakeman, - - - - 2 The Inventions of Science and the 

: n À hristianity, : W 
BABRI G. GorrHELL, of the Temple Emanu El, Fifth avenue, New York City. Mostly Fools. W. Stewart Ross Inventions of Christianity. IHus 
LAURENCE GRONLUND, author of ''Coóperative Commonwealth.” (Saladin) W^ QE. LUISA dub AB trated, - = = 7 - =- 99 
J. K. INcALLs, author of “Social Wealth.” , Freethought Journals in the United 


REV. Jonn C. Kear, Radical Unitarian. z Record of the Spanish Inquisition, 44 


States, - - - = ex w 96 
Harry L. KooPMAN, Librarian University of Vermont. 


Dates of the Fabrication of Some InSea:ch of a Spirit. E. M. Macdonald, 97 


Dr. DANIEL DELEON, late Professor of International Law, Columbia College. Roman Catholic Dogmas, - 44 

Dyer D. Lum, author of “Concise History of the Chicago Anarchists,” etc. | The Boler House Mystery. Nearly a Why I Left the Church. H. O., Pente- 
Manze Lovise, Philosophical Anarchist. He Tragedy, with a Moral. Helen H. fost ^oc CE X age TD y 
Bev. R. HEBER NEWTON, Episcopalian; author of “ Right and Wrong Uses of the Bible.” ill Gardener, e a “a -= 45 lil 
Hon. FRANE T. Rem, Single-Tazer. i xo A UK 
Pror. WiLLiAM G. Sumner, author of “What the Social Classes Owe to Each Other," and Professor o Ko 


of Political Economy in Yale College. 
Ww. M. Saurer, Lecturer for the Society of Ethical Culture of Chicago; author of “ Ethical Religion.” 
W. L. SHELDON, Lecturer for the Society of Ethical Culture of Philadelphia. 
BERGIUS Q. SugviTCH, editor of “The New York Volks Zeitung.” 
GEN. M. M. TRUMBULL, author of “Life of Thomas Jefferson.” 
BENJ. R. Tucker, editor of * Liberty," (Boston). 
Bev. J. M. Warton, Ph. D., Congregstionalist; author of a number of works. 
JAMES H. Wesr, author of “ Uplifts of the Heart and Will," ete., and editor of the “New Ideal,” (Boston). 
A. VAN Deusen. J. W. SULLIVAN. VICTOR Yarros. 
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NEW YORK: 


An economic symposium by thinkers of national and international reputation, will soon begin in our 
columns; to be followed by a symposium on the ferment in religion, by the leaders in that Jine of thought, 
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ANTICHRIST. H ISTORY 
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real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph Of Europe. 
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your address to g 
Twentieths Centu ry, 75 gears 3.0. , Oloth, 446 pages, oe full Index. it 
a 4 WARREN STREET, NEW YORK CITY. — | foe? 85% Former price, $2.0. Mor Bale a By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M D LL.D. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as Secondclass Matter. 


Vol. 17. No.4. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| New Yor 


York, Saturday, January 


25, 


1890. } 28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 per year. 


zA rousing whi 


— And nail’t wi^Scripkure di 


n 


My son, these maxims make a rul 


z ind lump them aye thegither; 


=The RIGID RIGHTEOUS is a foo 
The RIGID WISE anither. " 


lA 


ez} 


iece, 


- "Tis fra ught wit blunders suchas these, 
= That reverend priests their flocks3 


ZZ 


GEE Sound REASON shall the sc 


*Tllumed by NATURE'S glorious ray, - 
= Anathemas shall Mem : ac 


may fleece 

k Wi? weely conscience ; 
E 7each humble heings hy 
à - degrees 
B To swallow nonsense ."' 


e 


oO 


H 
‘ n p 


Yet moral truth shall gai i the day, 


Wi? priests and deils, — 
fer sway.. 


— 


He hated hypocrisy, he tore its holy robe, and for the outrage hypocrisy did not forgiv him while he lived, nor has it yet learned to forgiv him.—Alezander Smith. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Owine to a lack of funds the ** publication 
of documents of the American Sabbath Union 
for 1890 ” has been postponed. Good! May 
the Lord keep the Sabbatarians poor—for of 
course it is all the Lord's doings. 

THE papal encyclical is published. It isa 
lengthy document. It insists upon the duty 
of Catholics to follow papal doctrins with 
absolute faith and condemns those who pro- 
fess Catholicism while discussing and criticis- 
ing acts of the church. 


Tur local Sunday bill for the District of 
Columbia was presented in the House of 
Representativs by Representativ Breckin- 
ridge, of Kentucky. The speaker referred it 
to the committee on education and labor, 
but by request it was afterward referred to 
the committee on the District of Columbia. 


THE fifth nativ Indian congress met in Bom- 
bay on Dec. 26th. Two thousand delegates 
were present, a few of them being women. 
On the same day there was a meeting of Mo- 
hammedans, presided over by the kasi, the 
chief officer of the Mussulman community, 
and a resolution was passed declaring the 
Mohammedans to be opposed to the Indian 
national congress. 


Tux Toronto Mail says that the superiority 
of the public school over the separate school 
in Canada is made apparent by the results of 
the recent high school entrance examinations 
at Kingston. From the public schools sixty- 
one candidates went up, of which number 
fifty-two passed. From the separate schools 
only eight candidates were sent up, and of 


these but one passed. Archbishop Cleary 
should learn from this record what it is that 
makes ambitious Roman Catholic parents 
restiv under the clerical rule to which the 
separate schools are submitted. 

Tus value of exempted property in Mon- 
trea] reached in 1888 the grand total of $19,- 
131,920. Of this amount over $5,000,000 
related to Roman Catholic benevolent (not 
church) property. A very strong feeling is 
undoubtedly beginning to assert itself, says 
Secular Thought, both in Ontario and Quebec 
against the system. Says a contemporary : 
“It is time that a change should be intro. 
duced. These exemptions are not in keeping 
with the requirements and progress of the 
age, and we hope that the necessity of doing 
away with them will make itself so strongly 
felt that opposition to the abolition of a very 
large proportion of them will no longer be 
raised.” 


Turk is a visible decline of the anti-Semitic 
spirit in Europe, says the Jewish Times. The 
latest proof of this is the dissolution of the 
German National Union, of Vienna, on the 
grounds that its anti-Semitic agitation disturbs 
public order and tranquillity. The emperor 
of Austria has on several occasions com- 
manded the authorities to protect his Jewish 
subjects when endangered, and the legisla- 
tion of the empire has been favorable toward 
them. In France the attempt of the author 
of a notorious anti-Semitic book to raise a 
storm of indignation against French Israelites 
has been a sad failure. The Jewish citizens 
of the republic exert 8 powerful influence on 
the destinies of the nation, and the efforts of 
vigots and fanatics fail in diminishing it. En- 
lightened France of to-day will not disgrace 


herself by inaugurating a crusade against the 
Jewish citizens who hav done and are doing 
80 much to increase her prosperity and power. 
In Germany the Stoecker gang hav almost 
gone out of sight, and we hear only occasional 
wails from their anti-Semitic citadels. 


A Jewish woman in Philadelphia made 
complaint recently before a magistrate that 
she had been taken by her husband before a 
rabbi and constrained to accede to a decree 
of divorce under the Hebrew law. The 
couple had lived together for fourteen years, 
and the husband’s only motiv for his course 
was that he desired to marry their servant- 
girl, Dora Goldbeck, with whom he had 
already been living on terms of ‘intimacy. 
He offered his wife $600 and some furniture 
if she would agree to a separation, and by 
threats forced her to consent. Then he 
married the girl, and the latter subsequently 
refused the legitimate wife access to her hus- 
band’s house. A Hebrew lawyer of this city 
states that the custom of granting divorces 
without regard to the laws of the common- 
wealth prevails especially among the Russian 
Jews, of whom large numbers hay in recent 
years emigrated to America. In Russia the 
rabbis are granted legal jurisdiction over this 
subject, and when they come to this country 
the rabbis still continue to exercise this juris- 
diction, not considering the difference be- 
tween the Russian government and our own. 
The decree is written in Hebrew and a copy 
given to each of the parties, who suppose it 
to be a valid and absolute divorce. In con- 
sequence there are many bigamous marriages 
and large numbers of illegitimate children 
among these ignorant Hebrews. These Jews 
are Very much like other religionists, espe- 


cially the Roman Catholics and the Mormons ; 
they ‘put their religion above their allegiance 
to civil law. 


Tue Ottawa correspondent of the Herald 
writes: ‘ There is probably a good deal of 
racial antipathy and religious bigotry in the 
agitation which the Jesuit estates bill created 
in the populous and wealthy province of 
| Ontario, but there is no denying the fact that 
the agitation is led by men who are both able 
and moderate, and they can certainly point 
to serious and objectionable political facts to 
justify their position. While the law recog- 
nizes and encourages the perpetuation of two 
languages in the Dominion and while tithe- 
collecting by process of law is permitted in 
Quebec and Roman Catholics are allowed 
state-aided schools in Ontario distinct from 
the general public schools, there never will be 
peace, and until all citizens, irrespectiv of 
creed or nationality, are put om the same 
footing before the law the Dominion will con- 
tinually be torn by factional and sectional 
hstred. The situation is a peculiar one. 
Both political parties are fearful of offending 
the people of the French province, who are 
far readier to desert party at the dictates of 
their political, but still more of their spiritual 
leaders than their English confrères are. The 
church can make or unmake politicians in 
Quebec. The representation of that province 
of sixty-five members in Parliament can at 
any moment be solidified in defense of her 
peculiar institutions. The English-speaking 
representativs, on the other hand, seem pre- 
pared to sacrifice the country itself in the 
interests of party. Thus it is that Quebec— 
and when I say Quebec I might as well say 
the hierarchy—virtually rules the Dominion.” 
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tament a clear, positiv statement as to what consti- 


E e * 
Communications. tutes the doctrin of Christ? Or I will put it in this 


doctrin of Christ, 4.e., “the principles of the Chris- 
tian religion,” are plainly stated and clearly enu- 
merated by one who claimed that the doctrin which 
he taught was revealed to him by the author of 
Christianity himself, and that he did not learn it 
from anyone else (Gal. i, 11,12). Now, if I prove 
this point, ż¿.e., that this individual clearly states 
what the principles of the doctrin of Christ in the 
Christian religion sre, then does it not follow that 
these things must be taught in the public schools 
providing Congress shall enact a law requiring that 
that shall become, in due form, the law of the land? 
So that when the proposed constitutional (or rather 
the unconstitutional) amendment is adopted, the fol- 
lowing principles of Christianity must be taught. 
Now what are they? I will quote from Paul’s letter 
to the Hebrews (vi, 1, 2): ‘Therefore leaving 
the principles of the doctrin of Christ, let us 
go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation 
of repentance from dead works of faith toward God 
of the doctrin of baptism, and of the laying on of 
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eter- 
nal judgment.” i 

Not only does Paul call these “the principles of 
the doctrin of Christ," but he repeats the idea by 
exhorting the Hebrews to not “lay again the founda- 
tion” of that doctrin, which he enumerates as (1) 
repentance, (2) faith, (3) baptism, (4) laying on of 
hands, (5) resurrection of the dead, (6) eternal judg- 
ment. Now, I submit to every professed believer in 
Christianity (and to every Freethinker who will ad- 
mit the simple proposition that the teachings of 
Christ, and his duly commissioned embassadors, 
should be considered Christianity if anything should 
be) that these six principies at least must be taught 
in the public schools, if the Blair amendment suc- 
ceeds. I will now select but one of these principles 
to call attention to a matter of extreme difficulty that 
will arise hereafter among the school-teachers in their 
efforts to carry out the law. I refer to “ baptism.” 
That it is preéminenily a first principle of the doo- 
trin of Christ, I will now briefly show by stating, 
1. That John the Baptist taught it, claiming that 
God sent him to do it. 2. Christ demanded bap- 
tism of John and was baptized by him ; declaring it 
to be his duty. 3. Christ commanded his apostles 
to go and teach all nations, and to baptize them. 
4, They taught that it was necessary (in connection 
with repentance) for remission of sins. 5, They 
even re-baptized those who had not been properly 
instructed, or who had been baptized by some unau- 
thorized person. 6. They taught that it was essen- 
tial to salvation (See Matt. iii, entire; xxviii, 19; 
Acts ii, 38; xxii, 16; xix, 3-5; 1 Peter iii, 20, 21). 
Having seen the importance of this ordinance, can 
we not discover that it at least must be taught in the 
public schools? But behold, Christians (?) can never 
agree as to the mode of its application. At least 
two millions in the United States will insist that 
baptism can be performed by immersion only, and is 
to be administered to adults only, and to children old 
enough to understand its signification, design, and 
effects. 

About four million others insist that sprinkling a 
few drops of water on the head is valid baptism, 
and that babies can receive the ordinance as well as 
adults. 

The two million immersionists will not now send 
their children to Sunday-schools where sprinkling is 
taught, nor wil they fellowship at the.“ Lord’s 
table” those who hav not been immersed, so impor- 
tant do they consider thé mode to be. Will these 
people—who, by the way, are quite prominent in this 
amendment business—submit to the teaching of 
sprinkling as one of the principles of the Christian 
religion in the public schools? They never will. 
Will the sprinklers submit to the teaching of immer- 
sion a8 the only true or seriptural baptism? By no 
means. What then? Why, either that both posi- 
tions, contradictory and irreconcilable as they are, 
must be impressed on the minds of the children, 
creating in them a spirit of discord and confusion, 
doubt and unbelief, or a compromise must be reached 
in which baptism must be left out of the list of “ prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion.” Oan that be done? 
Can they agree any better on the subject of '' faith?" 
Not at all. Can they agree on the “laying on of 
hands?” Why, bless your heart, Mr. Editor, there 
is scarcely a denomination that believes or practices 
it except in the act of ordination; whereas, in the 
days of Peter and Paul it was practiced in connection 
with the reception of the Holy Spirit (Acts viii, 15— 
19; xix, 6). And Christ taught it as essential to the 
healing of the sick, and the apostles practiced it for 
that purpose. Will these six million Protestants 
ordain by the voice of an ecumenical council that this 
principle of the doctrin of Christ shall be taught in 
the public schools when they do not preach it in the 
pulpit or teach it in their Sunday-schools or practice 
it in their churches? It is not to be expected for a 
moment. 

Can they agree as to the resurrection of the dead ? 
They do not now as to the time nor the manner nor 


The Proposed Educational Amendment to the 
National Constitution. 


In your paper of April 20th, which I hav just had 
the opportunity of perusing, I notice your logical 
and sensible reply to Mr. J. M. Brown, of Texas, in 
reference to the Blair Educational Amendment bill, 
ard, while your arguments against its adoption are 
solid and reasonable, I would desire, with your per- 
mission, to enter my protest on another ground. I 
will quote, however, an argument of yours as the 
basis of my remarks. You say, “But well inten- 
tioned people wiil find, if this amendment ever be- 
comes law, that the less does not include the greater, 
and that the ceremonials of the Christian religion 
would shortly follow the introduction into our schools 
of its principles. Tailing on after the principles 
would come the doctrins, tenets, beliefs, and observ- 
ances, without which Christianity is but a skeleton 
of no great beauty or vitality.” Permit me to say 
to you, and to, perhaps, nine-tenths of the advocates 
of this unconstitutional amendment, called the Na- 
tional Reform party, that Christianity cannot be 
taught separately from, or independent of, its doe- 
trins and cbservances. It is the doctrin and observ- 
ances thai constitute it Christianity, in contradis- 
tinction to paganism, Judaism, Mohammedanisn, eto. 
The real principles of the Christian religion are.the 
doctrins and observances. It is utterly impossible 
to teach the principles without teaching doctrins 
and observances, or, as I would prefer to call them, 
the ordinances. You cannot teach the principles of 
mathematics, or the science of arithmetic, without 
teaching numeration, addition, subtraction, multipli- 
cation, and division, etc. These are the fundamental 
principles cf the science, and without them it is not, 
and cannot be called, the science of arithmetic. Nor 
can you separate man from his skin, muscles, nerves, 
arteries, bones, etc. It is his peculiar form, constit- 
uent parts, and organism that constitute him the 
particular spscies of animal that he is. I know full 
well that nine-tenths of the clergy of to-day suppose 
that they can teach Christianity without teaching 
doctrin and ordinances, but I contend that it is the 
peculiar doctrin, and the particular ordinances, that 
constitute it Christianity, and not Buddhism. It 
makes no difference in the present argument whether 
the principles,.or, in other words, the doctrin and 
ordinances, of the Christian religion, are, by the 
readers of Tug Trurn SEEKER, considered unreason- 
able, absurd, or impracticable, or even impossible 
and positivly false. I am contending simply that 
the “principles” of the Christian religion and its 
doctrins and ordinances are one and inseparable. 
As you intimate, or, in substance, assert, “without 
them it is but a skeleton.” : 

It is dead or inert as a skeleton, but I can hardly 

eall it a skeleton, for that has a form and an organi- 

zation Bo far, while Christianity, without its princi- 
ples, z.¢., its doctrin and ordinances, is not at all 
discernible, it does not exist in any recognizable 
shape. Now, in order to sustain my position, I will 
. assume, what you will admit to be reasonable and 
proper, that we must appeal to the Bible, particularly 
the New Testament, as the rule of evidence in de- 
termining what Obristianity proper is. I should be 
" ashamed to concede that what has’ been claimed as 
Christianity by the church of Rome and others, 
is the Christianity of the New Testament. 

I should be forced into the rankest Infidelity if I 
was compelled to believe, and to indorse, the cruel, 
bigoted, bloodthirsty, and devilish system of relig- 
ion that exhibited itself in the Inquisition, on 
Bartholomew Eve, and also in England, in Massachu- 
setts, and elsewhere, where men and women hav been 
burnt, strangled, shot, imprisoned, whipped, and 
exiled for the exercise of religious or secular views 
differing from the church holding the reins of gov- 
ernment st the time. 

I mean the New Testament Christianity which it is 
proposed to hav taught in the public schools in the 
United States. All that we can know, or at least all 
that these so-called National Reformers can know, of 
what constitutes the “ principles of the Christian re- 
ligion,” must be gathered from the teachings of the 
author of the system, and which system is explained 
in a book, or in a series of books, which it is claimed 
were written by men who were personal hearers of 
what he taught, and were eye-witnesses of his ex- 
ample, or his practice, of the principles taught by 
him. What he taught, what he did, and what he 
commanded his immediate followers, or disciples, to 
teach and to practice, musi be called the “ Christian 
religion,” and nothing else is entitled to the designa- 
tion, or has a right to claim to be Christianity. 

I doubt if there is a Protestant or Catholie to be 
found anywhere who will not admit that the doctrin 
of Jesus Ohrist is the soul, or life, or energy, and the 
foundation of the “ Christian religion.” Or who will 
claim that there is such a thing as the Christian re- 
ligion separate from, and independent of, the doc- 
trin of Christ ? 

Well, then, I inquire, can we find in the New Tes- 


shape as à proposition thus: The principles of the 


-dom” that he must not pry into. 


the class involved. They might agree to hav the 
children taught simply that the dead will be raised ; 
but it will not.do for a thinking youngster to ask 
many questions on the subject, or the teacher will 
tell him that it is one of the “ mysteries of the king- 
Can they agree as 
to “eternal judgment?” Well, they never hav as 
yet. Oh, but we can all unite on one principle ! they 
cry. Indeed, and what is that? Why, we can all 
teach “ repentance” alike. We can hav the children 
taught not to lie, steal, kill, swear, etc. Very true, 
but could not all that be taught under the head of 
* virtue and morality,” and not simply as a “ principle 
of the Christian religion ?" 

Of course in these arguments I leave out the 
Romanists, whom it is intended by these reformers to 
taboo entirely. In fact, that they are “had in mind” 
is as plainly to be seen as that they want the Ohris- 
tian religion taught. The amendment, in fact, is the 
child of “Orange” parentage. It originated with 
the most pronounced of Rome’s enemies. Suppose 
it prevails—.e., becomes a national law? It would 
mean that the Roman Catholic faith shall not be 
taught in any form or degree in the public schools ? 
The “principles” of the Roman church are not con- 
sidered to be the “ principles of the Christian relig- 
ion” by these so-called reformers. The Romanists 
comprehend it fully. Yet they could favor the bill, 
and why? Because, first, they understand that it 
will lead to a rescinding of the second article of the 
Constitution, which they want badly to be taken out 
of the way. Sscond, they confidently expect, and 
they boastingly declare, that the time will soon come 
when they will be in the majority in every school 
district in the country. They expect to control the 
school boards and elect the teachers in the public 
schools everywhere, and these, being Roman Catholics, 
will teach what they consider to be the “ principles 
of the Christian religion ;” or, in other words, the 
Catholic religion. Can it be prevented under the 
amendment? In one way only, and that is by Con- 
gress clearly and plainly declaring what shall be 
taught, and no mcre nor less, as “the Christian relig- 
ion.” And it will then hav to go farther, and say 
that such and such things shall not be taught. In 
other words, it must positivly formulate a creed. 
And when that is done that creed will be the national 
religion, in spite of fate. It will be as complete a 
union of church and state as ever existed. The 
Romanist can giv the measure a hearty support even 
now, when its Presbyterian “horn " is clearly seen by 
them, although supposed to be indiscernible to 
Roman eyes. I say it can and will help the thing 
along. Because, when the creed, although Presby- 
terian now and aimed against that of Rome, is once 
formed and a national religion is once made, not only 
possible but an accomplished fact, the Romanists 
expect ere long to be in so strong a majority that 
they can alter the creed and make it strictly a Roman 
Catholic one. But again: if no creed is adopted by 
Congress, then each teacher must be allowed to teach 
his or her conception of the principles of the Christian 
religion, and this leaves the Romanist a free swing 
to teach, of course, what his master at Rome defines 
as the “Christian religion.” But says one, the 
Romanists are in the minority as yet, and may be for 
years to come. Very true, and in view of that fact, 
now let us see what move that church will make on 
this National Reformers’ chessboard. 

Now, mark it well. If they do not assist the con- 
stitutional amendment on the foregoing ground, they 
will not oppose it, for this reason, viz.: If a religion 
different to theirs is to be taught in the schools, and 
theirs condemned and opposed, and they be forbidden 
by law to teach their faith in the public schools, they 
well know that they will then hav the most reason- 
able of grounds to withdraw their children from the 
public schools and to establish independent and 
denominational schools, and that they will be justi- 
fied in refusing to support the public schools, and: if 
compelled by law to support them, that they could 
justly elaim a division of the school fund, and that on 
these positions they would hav the sympathy and 
support of all the Liberals in the country, and indeed 
the sympathy of every lover of fair play and square 
dealing in the country, even those who dislike the 
doctrins and hate the course of that politico-religio 
body. Now, it is evident, to every true American at 
least, that no religion, save that of “doing unto others 
as ye would that they should do to you," should be 
allowed in the public schools. Ido not know whether 
aryone else thinks as I do, but I assume three posi- 
tions: first, either that the public school system 
should be abolished entirely, and all left to edu- 
cate their children as they can and as they please ; 
or, second, that every parent or guardian of a child 
should be compelled by law to send the child to the 
free public schools, and that in these schools there 
should be no religion taught in any form whatever. 
Third, that inasmuch as a majority of the people of 
the United States seem to desire the simple reading 
of the Bible, a committee of five representatiy men be 
appointed from the Protestant churches, and a like 
number from the Catholics, and from the Jews, and 
from the Freethinkers, and Spiritualists, who should 
make a selection of chapters which could be read 
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with interest and profit to the children, and which 
would not teach anything except “ virtue and moral- 
` ity.” However, I cannot see what necessity there is 
for any scripture reading, or any religious exercises, 
to be employed in the public schools. Christian 
parents certainly can giv their children sufficient 
religious instruction at home, or they can get it in 
the Sunday-school. The children of Infidels or 
pagans will not be benefited, as these Reformers 
design should be the case, for the simple reason that 
their parents, who disbelieve the Bible, will counter- 
act the teachings learned at school, and they will do 
it “out of spite." I mean that if their children are 
compelled to listen to what they believe to be fabrica- 
tions, they will make greater efforts to teach their 
children to disbelieve the Bible, and thus prevent 
them from being deceived, as they think. 

The Jews would take especial pains to teach their 
children at home that Jesus Christ was an impostor, 
and not the true messiah, if they knew that scripture 
was being daily read in the schools, designed to ex- 
hibit their blindness and unbelief in the matter to 
their children. Pride of opinion, and a spirit of 
resentment for having an offensiv faith taught their 
. children against their will, and because their children 
would be led to look upon them with distrust and 
suspicion, because of their supposed blindness and 
folly; would cause them to make special effort to 
cause their children to close their ears and steel 
their hearts against the teaching of the Bible; 
whereas if it was not read at all, the children in mul- 
titudes of cases would hear nothing said against the 
book at home. I claim to be a minister of the gospel. 
as taught eighteen hundred years ago. I believe in 
primitiv Ohristianity, or the doctrin of Christ, as 
taught by himself and his apostles, and therefore I 
am not a pagan, nor an Infidel, nor a Romanist. 
Now, I know that if either of these systems were 
taught in the public schools by authority of the law 
—as it is now proposed to teach modern adulterated 
or milk-and-water Christianity—I say, I know what 
I would do: and that is, I would take every oppor- 
tunity, and adopt every lawful measure, in my power 
to counteract what I would consider pernicious teach- 
ings; and I would prepare my children’s minds to 
withstand the errors taught at school, and I would 
counsel the children to not listen to what was being 
taught, or at least to disbelieve what they heard. 

I concede the same right to the Infidel, the pagan, 
the Romanist, and everybody else who would hon- 
estly think that I did not teach the truth if I should 
teach what I consider to be the true faith in the 
public school. If these National Reformers teach 
their children at home as they should do, if they 
really believe what they profess and desire their chil- 
dren to so believe, they should be content with that 
and let other people teach their children their faith. 
And if any psrents are not capable of teaching their 
children at home and yet want them taught in any 
of the many ways called Christian, let them select 
the form they prefer, and send their children to the 
Sunday-school or that particular form of faith. Ido 
not see but that every principle of the Christian re- 
ligion can be fully explained to the understanding of 
any intelligent child in three months of weekly toach- 
ing at the Sunday-school, and it therefore does not 
require an every-day teaching for years in the public 
schools. The whole scheme is sectarian, blind, intol- 
erant, foolish, and un-Christlike. The movement is 
unchristian and anti-American. There is no Christ 
in the matter at all. If Jesus Christ was on earth 
to-day and was permitted to hav a voice in the mat- 
ter, he would repudiate the movement from first to 
last, unless he has radically changed since he de 
clared that his kingdom was not of this world, ĉe., 
it was not a worldly or political government. Of 
course, these people believe that they are inspired by 
the Holy Ghost in this matter. They think they are 
doing God’s service and are honoring the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but they are sadly mistaken in all these 
thoughts. They simply “know not what they do." 
They will not win a soul from Infidelity by the move- 
ment, but they will increase its numbers and intensify 
its power and influence tenfold. They will create a 
apirit of bitterness, yea, of hatred, toward Christian- 
ity as understood commonly to-day, that will spread 
far and wide among the rising generation. In fact, 
I honestly believe that it will lead to a reénactment 
of the scenes that were witnessed in France one hun- 
dred years ago. 

These parsons who by their Sunday Rest bill, 
and Constitutional Educational amendment, etc., are 
endeavoring to force their paganized and papalized 
Christianity down unwilling throats, in order to fill 
their empty churches on Sunday, will discover when 
it is too late that they will hav no churches to fill. 
And many of them will perish in their burning edi- 
fices, or I mistake greatly the temper of the 
hundreds of thousands of liberty-loving men 
of America. But I wish to ask one favor of the 
readers of your paper, and that is, I entreat them 
not to think for a moment that the spirit of God has 
inspired this movement ; or that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ could ever lead to intolerance, persecution, or 
worldly-mindedness, arrogance and pride. If that 
gospel, or primitiv Christianity, was taught and 
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talk is cheap and amounts to very little without 
action. We must assault the bulwarks of injustice ; 
we must raid the temples of superstition and ask 
what right they hav under the constitution and laws 

of our state, and of the United States, to claim 

exemption from taxes. We acknowledge this to be 

a free country; the Christians can erect their tem- 

ples; the Mohammedan his mosque; the Chinaman 

his joss-house; the Israelite his synagog ; the pagan © 
his temple to worship his deity through the medium 

of the sun or his god Buddha. They all hav their 

rights under the Constitution, but there are no exemp- 

tions granted any of them from the payment of taxes 

in our Constitution, and none of these institutions 

having the protection of the state and government 

hav the right to claim any exemption from taxes. 

The Constitution explicitly declares that no man 

shall be compelled to support any church or any 

form of religion whatever. He is free to worship 

where he pleases, either in Christian or other 

churches, or in the “great temple of nature,” the 

house not made with hands, but whose maker and 

builder is the god of heaven. I speak reverently 

and with emotion. 

It is written, the foxes hav holes, the birds in the 
air hav nests, but the son of man hath not where to 
lay his head! Shall we then be compelled to pay 
taxes to support these costly sectarian edifices, 
erected by ihe wealthy people of our land, and tax 
the poor and lowly habitations of men to keep them 
up? Why, gentlemen, it is base injustice, and we 
should demand that it shall cease, and that they be 
compelled to pay their full share of taxes, according 
to their value, as other property is assessed and taxed. 
This first—then hunt for the personal wealth of the 
other millions that hav slipped through our assessors 
without being assessed or taxed. Lot justice be the 
rallying cry of this association. 

I contend that there is no justice in any kind of 
exemptions; besides, exemption is a posiliv injury to 
allreligion. It detracts from its influence and con- 
firms all that are not connected with its temple 
worship in their resolves to hav nothing to do with a 
system that neglects to pay the state for the 
protection it receives. 

Besides, the history of the civilized world teaches 
that power in a church is danger to the state ; wealth 
in a church is poverty for the people, and privileges 
for the church are wrong and injustice to the masses. 
And so our fathers evidently thought when they 
formed our wise laws divorcing church and state. 
They had seen the evil results, many of them having 
fled from the tyranny and oppression of these insti- 
tutions, resolved to free mankind in this new coun- 
try from the burdens imposed in the old. I feel 
impelled to express myself strongly on this point. 
You behold your bill of rights and state constitution 
violated, as well as the Constitution of the United 
States ; you behold the greed for power which this 
exemption encourages.. Vast institutions and prop- 
erty are taken up by this hierarchy, and this dead 
hand already counts its wealth by millions in this 
fair land. And shall it go on without paying taxes ? 
Next we may hav the Cromwellian cry, “ That- the 
earth is the inheritance of the saints,” and with 
power to enforce it, the liberties of our people will 
be gone. This is no fiction; things are tending in 
this direction ; history repeats itself; the greed for 
power is the same, and by the course pursued we are 
playing into the hands of this power. Although 
their institutions are exempt, and although they 
stand in the attitude of mendicants, they hav the in- 
solence or audacity, or both, to claim a part of the 
money collected by taxation, which they do not pay, 
to further their own objects, and at the same time 
they demand exemption from taxation, thereby be- 
coming beneficiaries of the state and leeches of the 
public purse. Every man has the undoubted right 
to entertain his opinion in regard to this world or 
the next, but he should do so at his own expense 
and not at the cost of those who differ with him. 
We hav a secular government, and the divine master 
instructed his disciples to render unto Cæsar the 
things that belong to Cesar. And so we say taxes 
are Cssar'"s. They belong to the state, and common 
honesty and justice to the state and its psople de- 
mand that they should be collected and paid by ail 
the institutions and corporations in the land. And 
this is what I contend for. Other phases of this 
question hav been discussed and enlarged upon, this 
only approached cautiously by two or three members 
of this association. : 

Gentlemen, I know that there are abler minds 
than my own in this association, more accustomed to 
oratory and debate, and as well, or, perbaps, better 
posted on this special subject of taxation. But hav 
you the courage of your convictions? I hear many 
of you Bay that all of this property of which I speak 
ought to be assessed and pay its taxes, and yet you 
adopt no measures to accomplish it; you seem to 
stand aghast. Is the fortress impregnable, that you 
fear to scale its walls? When your rights are in- 
vaded do you fear to resist the wrong and assert the 
right? You ask for lower taxes and an increase of 
the taxable basis, and how can this be accomplished 
unless we bring in all exempted property and stop 


practiced to-day, and God’s spirit really dwelt ix the 
hearts of professed Christians, these good fruits 
would be seen on earth, viz., “ Love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance.” A Christian of olden times said, “ The 
servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle 
unto all men; apt to teach; patient, in meekness 
instructing those who oppose themselvs; if God 
perchance should giv-them repentance to acknowl- 
edging of the truth." But what are the professed 
Christians of to-day seeking to do? Trying to 
unite the church and state, and to reénact the scenes 
of the Middle Ages, when a religious political power, 
ferocious as a wild beast, and figurativiy represented 
as such, ignorant, hot-blooded, and with bitter hatred 
toward those who were said to be in error, burnt 
and beheaded, fed to wild beasts, starved to death, 
and tortured in every form strong men and delicate 
women, because they did not and could not conscien- 
tiously believe as the power did. These people are 
doing their best, if not to resurrect that beast, to 
make an image or likeness of him. I am not an Ad- 
ventist, but seem to hav quite good grounds for sup- 
posing that persecution will come from this so-called 
National Reform movement. I believe that the spirit 
of persecution as bitter as ever animated Rome dwells 
in the bosom of many of that party to-day, and when 


servance of Sunday as a day of rest and religious wor- 
ship, the two horns of the beast of Revelation xiii may 
be developed. The chief obstacle that stands in the 
way of this Antichristian movement developing a 
murderous propensity, is, that it may fear a tit-for- 
tat movement on the part of a numerous body who 
do not profess to walk by the law of Christ, that 
teaches non-resistance. But, however, this Anti- 
christian combination may persecute with bonds and 
imprisonments those who will not resist it, and boy- 
cott those whom it may fear to lay its hands upon. 

I will close with calling your attention to a 
prediction by Joseph Smith, the so-called Mormon 
prophet. You may take it for what you consider it 
worth, however. He predicted that a time would 
come when a civil war would rage in the United 
States, when men would lift their swords sgainst 
their neighbors, not as in the conflict between North 
and South, but & war between neighbors, such as 
could occur between religious bigots and Free- 
thinkers, or between Catholics and Protestants. 

But I hope that the friends of liberty of thought, 
speech, and religious conscience can retain their free- 
dom by the ballot, and not be called upon to defend 
it with the bullet; but I feel confident if they are 
not vigilant and activ, they may be forced to decide 
the question at the point of the sword yet. “Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty.” Do not trust any 
church with political power, for if so, the rights of 
others will surely hav to suffer. I represent sn un- 
usually liberal body, but I would not trust the reins 
of government in its hands; and I am sure I would 
not put them in the hands of others, who hav exhib- 
ited an intolerant spirit in this and other lands. 

Papeete, Tahiti. T. W. Surg, 

An American Missionary. 


Equal Taxation. 
AN ADDRESS WRITTEN FOR THE TAXPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION OF 
BALTIMORE CITY. : 

My object in speaking before you this evening is 
to urge upon this association some practical methods 
whereby every citizen shall bear his just proportion 
of taxes, and eschew exemptions of every character, 
except the property owned by the state. 

Gentlemen, we hav had enough of beating around 
the bush on this subject of taxation; now let us 
come boldly up to the work and show that we mean 
business. I am informed by a gentleman who has 
had much experience in assessing property in this 
city and county, and has given the subject much 
thought throughout our state, that the burden of 
taxation rests on Jess than one-half of our citizens— 
that is to say, if the millions of property exempted, 
and the other millions not returned, were assessed 
and taxed, our taxes would be fer less than half of 
what they now are, both in the city and throughout 
the state. I hav no doubt of the truth of this, and 
it only requires a little thought and a little looking 
into the matter to see this in all its glaring injustice. 

Gentlemen, the time has come for action. AndI 
want to urge this action here to-night, that justice 
may be done to us all in this tax-ridden city and 
state. If our legislators are so blind to the rights of 
our people “through political corruption” (as one 
writer has said) on this subject, as to favor class 
legislation by giving these exemptions the sanction 
of the law, then let us raise a fund to carry our 
grievances into our courts, and perhaps up to the 
higher courts of the United States, 

A sad picture indeed we hav before us, if our 
legislators are to become the tools of craft and cun- 
ning, by imposing these inequalities of taxation 
upon us, and by not giving the people relief when 
and where it exists. And you all say it does exist; 
you all complain of the inequality of taxation; you 
maintsin that some are paying double what they 
should pay and others comparativly.nothing! But 
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this class and privilege legislation? You may lect- 
ure here till doomsdsy; it all amounts to nothing 
without action. We must appeal to the courts and 
hav these exemption acts declared invalid, and when 
backed by the public sentiment of a vast majority of 
our people, the victory over this injustice wiil be ac- 
complished—* a government of the people for the 
people" We claim not a government for a privileged 
class; not only the secular, but the divine lawgiver, 
also, says to the church: Pay your taxes. As I hav 
said, when the great master was applied to by his 
disciples, he said: ‘Render unto Cesar the things 
that are Cæsars.” That is to say of churches, Al- 
though you hav dedicated them to me, the taxes are 
Cesars. They belong to the state. Churches be- 
long to the material realm, not to the spiritual ; they 
sre temples buili with hands wherein he declares he 
dwelleth not. No good, valid reason can be given 
why churches should be exempted. They are all 
erected to further the interests and objects of sects ; 
all sectarian in their character; many of them fine 
and costly for ease and comfort of their members, 
and to accommodate private persons in their own 
peculiar views, with which the state declares it has 
nothing to do, yet leaves all free to think as they 
choose. And when the mind is divested of all super- 
stition and reason, and experience and observation be- 
come the guide, you will see more clearly the rela- 
tions these exempted institutions and corporations 
bear io the state. 

Suppose any of them was raided by a freak of 
public sentiment (or otherwise a mob), by the free 
play of freemen’s spirits, as our lamented Henry 
Winter Davis said when Knownothingism alarmingly 
prevailed here in Baltimore, and this class of prop- 
erty was injured or destroyed ; what would be the 
consequence? I tell you, they would muster some 
of you learned attorneys forthwith in their service, 
and claim beavy damages from the state and get 
them, although they stand in the attitude of bene- 
ficisries to the state and pay no taxes, and contribute 
nothing to support the state for the protection they 
claim. Think of it. Suppose you should go toa 
fire insurance company after you had sustained a loss 
by fire, and claim insurance when you had never 
paid the premium ; or £o a life insurance agent, when 
you had never taken out a policy. These companies 

-very justly would laugh at you, and probably say 
you were insane or a fool. Yet this is precisely the 
attitude of these exempted institutions to the state 
or municipality where they are located, claiming pro- 
tection without contributing a cent to support the 
civil power that protects them. _And shall we con- 
tinue to be the dupes of these institutions that pay 
no taxes for the benefits and protection they receive. 

. I say here to-night they should be outlawed or com- 
pelled to pay their full share of taxes, according to 
the value of the property, to the state or municipal- 
ity that protects them. We must be in earnest in 
this matter of exemptions, and not submit to let 
these corporations and institutions usurp prerogative 
and claim that to which they are not entitled by any 
fair and honest view of the case. 

Gentiemen, if any exemptions should be allowed, 
the order of things should be exactly reversed ; 
.progress is the order of the day; new ideas and 
methods are coming to the front, and justly too. The 
religion of humanity in place of dogmaand creed and 
the Thirty-nine Articles, and if any property should 
be exempted, it should bethe poor man’s home. I 

. repeat it, the poor man's home; a home that is sup- 
ported by daily toil. Exempt every four to six room 
house occupied and owned by its occupant; in the 
city of Paris, in France, all houses where the rental 
does not exceed one hundred dollars are exempted ; 
and there are over twenty-four thousand houses 
occupied by the poorer class exempted. Encourage a 
poor man to save his little earnings and get a home, 
and when he gets it, let him know that it is his; 
that its humble portals are sacred and debarred from 
the rapacious tax-gatherer; that he is not obliged to 
pay out of his scanty earnings to support scheming 
politicians, rich corporations, and costly church edi- 
fices and other institutions. We must not hav the 
humble home sacrificed to any of these. We need to 
help men to get homes; we need to supply human 
wants and necessities. Behold what they are doing 
for the race. See how the psople are being cheated 
and defrauded into support of churches by their being 
exempted from taxation. Aud with men out of work ; 
with women toiling at twenty-five cents a day, or less ; 
children half fed and half clothed, these luxurious 
institutions abound as public burdens on many of 
our citizens. 

Happily for the race, the light of science and 
truth is onward ; we must not despair; the oppres- 
sions on the human race (brought about by these 
very institutions I hav. arraigned) are being lifted. 
France, Italy, and Brazil are casting off this incubus 
that has hitherto oppressed them, and a gleam of 
light is said to be shedding its rays on that benighted, 
superstition-ridden country, Spain, that under Mo- 
hammedan rule many centuries ago was the beauty 
and pride of the nations, and may she come forth 
under the banner of freedom and toleration and join 
her sister republics, and those of the world. 


I want it understood that Iam not making these 
remarks in the prejudice of any religion. I advocate, 
however, the religion of humanity ; dogmatic religion 
is another matter ; yet I accord the right to all to 
advocate their views and religious tenets, as well as 
the Agnostic, who does not pretend to know about 
that which is not known. And we ask again thai 
they shall be made to pay their taxes to the state or 
municipality that protects them in all their varied 
views and beliefs. 

The churches must take their place:in the world 
the same as other institutions ; that is, on their merits, 
and be subject to the same criticisms by an enlight- 
ened and intelligent people. The days of unques- 
tioned childish belief are over. If weare told a fool- 
ish story that contravenes the known laws of nature, 
and all the experience and observation of mankind, 
we deny it; we ask for the truth, and want it, as 
founded “ on the rock of ages,” which is the great and 
enduring temple of science, established by scientific 
research and the experience of the race. 


Eras Livezey. 
—— t MM 


A Look at Politics. 


The capitulation of our new president to the pope 
of Romo, following so soon after the disgraceful 
tosdying of Grover Cleveland to the great Italian 
fraud, ought to admonish the American people that 
the corrupt politicians are bartering away their in- 
heritance to an avowed enemy of a free press, free 
speech, free thought, and our free common schools 
for the education of the masses—all of which are 
palladiums of our civil and religious liberties, guar- 
anteed by a republican form of government. 

When Harrison was nominated by the votes of Jim 
Blaine’s friends a fear spread over the country that 
in case of Harrison’s election Blaine would manipu- 
lata the wires for the interests of the Roman Cath- 
olic church. This just and reasonable fear arose 
from the fact that Blaine had the confidence of the 
Jesuits, by which he made inroads into the Catholic 
vote in 1884. Hence it was but natural to fear that 
in case of Harrison’s election the pope’s influence 
might become as potent in dictating the administra- 
tion of publie affairs as it had been under Cleveland. 
And it is even go. The pope's minions are getting 
in their work in a way that brings “ blessings " from 
Rome. Under the circumstances it is more deeply 
humiliating than the pitiful, obsequious toadying of 
Cleveland, because Cleveland had never masqueraded 
before the country in the cloak of extra Protestant 
holiness. 

Cleveland invited two original Catholics into his 
cabinet, and handed the whole machinery of the gov- 
ernment over to the pope’s agents, by allowing the 
various departments in Washington to be filled up 
with the pope’s spies ; and to a very great extent they 
are there yet, and will stay. Cleveland sent a “ jubi- 
lee” present to the pope, and, in every way except 
physically, he crawled on his belly to kiss the pope’s 
toe, in the name of the people of the United States. 
He sent a government vessel to greet and escort to 
our shores the pope's Italian priest, sent to deliver a 
hat to Cardinal Gibbons. He allowed Atkins, his 
commissioner of Indian affairs, to farm out the Indian 
children of the reservations to Catholie schools, under 
pretense of “education,” and opened the treasury 
vaults and shoveled out the public money with a free 
hand, to pay for having the young Indians crammed 
with catechism and taught how to count their beads 
and say “Hail Mary” according to program. He 
attended the laying of the corner-stone of a great 
papal university at Washington to teach the rising 
generation that our public schools are cesspools of 
iniquity not fit for educating the American youth—and 
to teach them that they must be obedient to the 
church, and take their politics, as weil as their re- 
ligion, from Rome. And to teach also, in the lan- 
guage of the pops, that “the pope by divine right 
hath supreme power over the whole world, both in 
ecclesiastical and civil affairs.” He having thus sold 
out to the pope for Catholic votes to reélect himself to 
office, it was quite natural that the St. Louis Demo- 
cratic convention should be run by the pope's tools, 
and hence it was not strange that the temporary 
chairman was a Catholic, the permanent chairman a 
Catholic, the man who placed Cleveland in nomina- 
tion for reélection a Catholic, the man to second the 
nomination a Catholic, the man to propose “Old Ban- 
dana” Thurman for vice-president a Catholic, and a 
Catholic priest to open the show with prayer—in 
fact, everything was Roman Catholic at that conven- 
tion, which was too much of a dose for the American 
people, and resulted in the election of General Har- 
rison—only to wear Cleveland’s papal mantle, and be- 
tray the patriotic, loyal sentiment of the nation by a 
sycophancy that is disappointing and alarming. - 

When the papal university was ready to be dedi- 
cated, Harrison led his cabinet to the banquet-room 
to see the pope’s representativ occupy the seat of 
honor at the right of the popes Cardinal Gibbons, 
while he—Harrison—was made to play second 
fiddler to “his holiness’s” show. Then to further 
teach the papal doctrin that all kingdoms and rulers 
are subordinate and subject to the pope, the first 
toast was to honor the pope, and then the church 


and ihe bishops; and finally “Our country” took the 
refuse drippings of the papal banquet. And the 
president and cabinet, and nation, merely bowed to 
the snub and studied insult, with all due reverence 
to “ his holiness.” 

Resently, when Harrison sent his appointment of 
General Morgan as commissioner of Indian affairs to 
tha Senate for confirmation, the Senate laid the mat- 
ter over until General Morgan could apologize or 
make explanation to pacify the pope's tools who had 
filed objections to the confirmation on account of 
some duty performed not in the interests of the 
* holy Catholie church." If the United States Senate 
does not submit to a Catholic bulldozing, and refuse to 
confirm Harrison's appointment, it will do better and 
different from what it did in 1885, when it was bull- 
dozed to confirm Cleveland's appointment of a grad- 
uate from a whisky saloon in this city as Indian 
agent at the Green Bay agency in this country, and 
who is retained in office by Harrison against the in- 
terests and protests of the Indians and the public, 
because a Romish bishop forbids his removal—and 
this against overwhelming evidence that he ought to 
be removed, and the wish of the interior and Indian 
departments for his removal. It is a rank and clear 
case of capitulation to the pope. It involves the 
theft of a public Indian school, with a large patron- 
age turned over body and boots to the pope for the 
propaganda of pagan superstitions and idol-worship- 
ing ceremonies ; besides over $15,000 a year to a 
private Catholic schoo] from the public treasury, be- 
sides spoliation of poor * Lo" in many other ways. 

“Look well to the West” as well as the East, 
especially the four new states, where papal votes 
were promised to elect administration candidates in 
exchange for whatever the pope’s toola may demand. 
When an extra session of Congress was talked up in 
the fore part of 1889, there was fear that the small 
margin then in sight would not be sufficient to 
organize and control both branches of Congress if 
an extra session was called before the four new states 
elected their quota. It was at this crisis that the 
Catholic bishops saw the opportunity to suggest 
that the Catholic vote might be handled to change 
both branches of Congress to Democratic. This 
only illustrates the Jesuit cunning and intrigue that 
is constantly threatening our institutions through 
the corrupt office-seeking politicians in both parties. 
This game worked iu the four new states, notwith- 
standing, with the possible exception of Montana, 
all had been strongly Republican in spite of the 
Catholic vote cast against the party, which counted 
for nothing under a bishop’s threat, and the great 
anxiety to make a sure thing of the coming elections. 
Thus Jesuit diplomacy secured a new grip on the 
* powers that be." 

Let the people of the new states, as well as all 
others, keep a sharp eye open for the working of the 
papal machine—especially as to Indian agents and 
other points touching the pope’s interests, and they 
may discover how they hav been sold out to the 
pope. 

This being but a brief showing of the country’s 
relation to the papal power by the betrayal of trad- 
ing, corrupt political demagogs, is it not time for the 
people to begin to seriously consider a remedy? 
And what remedy is in sight but for the patriotism 
of the nation to organize a new party—a voting 
party—to admonish the traders in Catholic votes that 
other votes may be necessary to secure office? 
There may not be enough who consider principles of 
more value than party to elect their ticket on the 
first trial. But if such a party could show a “ bal- 
ance-of-power vote” the traders would pay some 
deference to principles in selecting candidates, and 
be more cautious in selling out the country for Cath- 
olic votes. The infamy of this traffic in the two 
past presidential elections bas originated numerous 
secret and semi-secret patriotic organizations, all of 
which ought to become an organic union to save the 
country from the impending danger of papal intent 
and influence to destroy cur common schools and 
undermine our civil and religious liberties. Let us 
prepare for 1892. W. S. Woo». 

Shawano, Wis., Jan. 15, 1890. 


———— to mm 


Which is the To-be-Damned Party? 


As the season approaches when the occupants of 
the orthodox pulpit deem it necessary to pour out 
an extra tirade of defamation and misrepresentation 
on Thomas Paine and Freethinkers generally, con- 
signing them all to hell and eternal damnation, I 
thought it might be well to investigate the matter a 
little and see if they are not damning the wrong 
party. When we ask them by what authority they 
consign us to such uncomfortable quarters, they 
refer us to Mark xvi, 16: “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” Fortunately, the next two verses 
very kindly tell us how we may know who possesses 
this “saving faith." “And these signs shall follow 
them that believe: In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on 
the sick and they shall recover.” Now, mark the 
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language. “These signs shall follow them that 
believe." These results are not restricted to any class, 
time, place, sex, or race, but apply to one as much as 
another, and absolutely and unqualifiedly to each 
and every one that believes.. Now, is there a Chris- 
tian in Christendom who can do any of these things? 
Can Talmage or Moody or Spurgeon or Sam Jones 
hendle cobras or drink strychnine with impunity ? 
Of course not. Well, if there is not a professed 
Christian on earth whose faith is followed by any 
of these signa, it is clear that they do not possess the 
genuin article of faith; and, whatever may await the 
rest of mankind, they will certainly be damned. 

Christ, in his Sermon on the Mount, Matthew v—vii 
and Luke vi, explains very clearly the principles on 
which ‘he will judge mankind. At the close of this 
sermon he says: “ Whosoever henareth these sayings 
of mine and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man who built his house upon a rock; and the rain 
descended and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat upon that house and it fell not, for it was 
founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth 
these sayings of mine and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man who built his house upon 
the sand; and the rain descended,” ete. And it fell, 
ete. According to orthodoxy, he that hears and 
does shall be saved, and he that hears and does not 
‘shall be damned. What, then, are those sayings? 
One of them is: “Swear not at all; but let your 
communication be yes, yea, and nay, nay; for what- 
soever is more than these cometh of evil.” I hav 
been astonished at the fact that nearly every ortho- 
dox Christian whom I hav heard testifying in the 
courts of Pennsylvania, where they had the choice of 
the simple affirmation, which Christ approved, or the 
oath, which he most positivly forbade, deliberately 
took the oath. Another saying is: “Ye hav heard 
that it hath been said, an eye for an eye," etc. “But 
I say unto you, that ye resist not evil; but whoso- 
ever shail smite you on the right cheek turn to him 
te other also.” Did you ever know of an orthodox 
Christian who obeyed that saying? I never did, but 
often hav I heard them denounce the Ladds, Ballous, 
and Garrisons, who did do it, as Infidels and fools. 
As these same sayings were a “stumbling-block to 
the Jews and to the Greeks foolishness,” so they 
are at least equally so to the modern Christian. 
Again, he says: “Love your enemies; do good to 
them that hate you," etc. Do the Christian nations 
obey these sayings? Let the ten or twelve million 
soldiers who stand ready drilled and equipped with 
the most destructiv weapons that Christian iogenuity 
can invent, waiting to sweep each other from the face 
of the earth and wrest from each other their prop 
erty, answer. Let the $25,000,000 000 of war debi 
of Christendom answer. They do not, either es 
nations or individuals, obey them, or admit their 
obligations to obey them. So, too, with the saying, 
* When thou prayest thou shalt not be as the hypo- 
erits are, for they love to pray standing in the syna- 
gogs and in the corners of the streets ; but 
thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door pray," ete. . This com- 
mand, also, the leaders of the Christian world treat 
with unqualified contempt, and like their prototypes, 
the Pharisess and hypoerits of the older time, parade 
their religion, their long public prayers and their 
charities, before the world, and do it even more offen- 
sivly and disgustingly than did those old-time Anti- 
christian hypocrits. 

Again, Jesus says: “Lay not up for yourselvs 
treasure on earth.” “Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” “Therefore I say unto you, take no 
thougbt for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink, nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on.” ‘Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, yet your 
heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?’ “And why take thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin, and yet I 
say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory, 
was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore if God 
ao clothe the grass of the field," eto., “ shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” “There- 
fore,” he repeats, “ take no thought, for after all these 
things do the gentiles seek." Thus he enjoins pov- 
erty on his followers. He said of himself that he 
was poorer than the foxes and the birds, not having 
* where to lay his head,” and that “the disciple was 
not above his master ”—it was enough that he be 
as his master.” He said, “ Blessed are the poor, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” and “ Woe unto 
you that are ricb, for ye hav received your consola- 
tion.” “It is easier for a camel to go through a 
neadle's eye, than for a rich man to enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” When the rich man died, he went 
to hell, though nothing is charged against him but 
his wealth. While the poor, penniless beggar wont 
directly to heaven, his poverty seeming to save him. 
The “young man in the gospel” lacked but one 
thing of getting to heaven, and that was poverty. He 
was good, kind, and lovable, but he was rich, and 
therefore had to be damned. In harmony with this 
idea were the commands: “Giv to everyone that 
asketh you. If they take away thy cioak, let them 
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hav thy coat also. From him that taketh away thy 
goods, ask them not again.” So the early Christians 
took joyfully the spoiling of their goods. These 
teachings necessarily consigned the Christian to pov- 
erty, with heaven as compensation, while the rich 
men’s wealth was balanced by hell. But cur D.D.’s 
tell us that Jesus did not mean what he said. To 
say that he used language in a sense contrary to its 
plain, natural signification, knowing and designing 
that honest hearers and readers should be misled by 
it, is to call him an unscrupulous deceiver, which we 
cannot allow. We are compelled, then, as honest 
men, if we accept the record at all, to regard Christ 
as an honest, earnest reformer, whose teachings 
plainly antagonized, and were understood to antag- 
onize, nearly every accepted and popular theory and 
practice, both secular and religious, of his time, for 
which he and his followers were hated, despised, and 
persecuted by the sanctimonious, pious priests and 
hypocrits of his day, just as Bruno, Paine, Bennett, 
and millions of others hav been hated, persecuted, 
and despised by the same class of pious priests and 
hypocrits of later times. 

How appropriate it would seem on the final day 
for your garrulous Brooklyn preacher, when he finds 
himself relegated to the left hand among the goats, 
as he and his class most certainly will be if these say- 
ings of Christ are correct, to expostulate in the lan- 
guage Christ said such men would use, and say, 
“Lord, Lord, hav I not prophesied [preached] in thy 
name, and in thy name cast out devils, and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? Did we not lay 
one cornerstone of our Tabernacle on Christ, and an- 
other on God? Did I not most publicly and fre- 
quently declare that I was a friend of God and 
Christ?” And for Christ to answer, * Why call ye 
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say? 
You hay eliminated from my teachings every unpop- 
ular, self-denying principle, so that instead of being 
poor, hated, and persecuted as I was, and as I said 
you would be if you faithfully preached and prac- 
ticed my gospel, you were rich, loved, and honored 
by the world. In defiance of my commands you 
swore, you struck back, you hated and killed your 
enemies. Like the Pharisees and hypocrits of the 
olden time against whom I denounced the damnation 
of hell, you make long public prayers and make os- 
tentatious display of your religion and godliness at 
every opportunity, and even wished to parade them 
before the world in your country’s Constitution. 
Instead of not laying up treasure on earth and 
preaching my gospel freely to the poor, you made 
merchandise of what you falsely called my gospel, 
selling it to the rich, and amassing a princely fortune 
by the sacrilegious fraud. When I told you to take 
no thought for the morrow, you insured your prop 
erty and your life. You dishonored me by justifying, 
in my name, slavery, war, and every popular abomi 
nation. You persuaded yourself and your followers 
that the broad road that the Pharisees trod to heli 
was the narrow path that led to heaven, thus insur 
ing & common destruction. Therefore, depart ye 
cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” And there, in sorrow, we leave 
them. Peace to their ashes. And this answers the 
question at the head of this article. 

W. W. Watxer. 
— i-a ———— 
The Catholic Church as Administrator. 

Says a writer to Weues P'reireligioses Sonntags 
Blatt, Magdeburg, Germany: The Italian govern- 
ment stirred up a real waspnest when it undertook 
the reform of charity institutions (Opere Pie). The 
clerical party raised a tremendous noise over the au- 
dacious meddling with the churoh's administrativ 
effairs. It failed, however, to scare the government, 
and a bill regulating the use of the Opere Pie funds 
introduced in the Italian chamber, hss already passed 
the point of general debate. This bill sims 
at the useful application of money left by philan- 
thropie people, and which, in the course of centuries, 
has become an enormous capital, the interest of 
which (one hundred and fifty million lires) is now-a- 
days principally devoted to all other objects than 
that of helping the poor, which was the intention of 
the testators, it passing down to themysterious depths 
of coffers belonging to church and cloister, or into 
the never-filled pocket-bpoka of clerical administra 
tors. Twice before did Depretis attempt a reform 
and useful application of these absolutely lost riches, 
but it was reserved for the never-failing courage of 
Crispi to undertake and successfully finish the in- 
vestigation of this case, in which noi a few politicians 
of importance are financially interested, and against 
which the Vatican raised s storm of petitione. 

What has the investigation brought forth, in spite 
of the Vatican’s cry of pain at baing “ robbed” of its 
best financial sources in Italy? That of those one 
hundred and fifty million lires which every year flow 
into the religious institution over two-thirds are 
applied to churches, cloisters, costs of administration, 
Peter's pence, etc., while of the reat only & small per- 
centage is really used for works of charity. There is, 
for instance, every year set apart in the books—in 
the books, understand—thousands end thousands of 
lires for the maintenance of pilgrims’ hospitals which 
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perhaps were in their place centuries ago when peo- 
ple used to walk barefooted to Rome, for “ catechu- 
men schools,” homes for “exposed infants,” *out&üt 
for nuns," eto.! f 

It is naturally very disagreeable for the church, 
whose stomach could so nicely accommodate and 
digest the Opere Pie, to see such large sums of money 
applied to help the poor and all kinds cf charitable 
institutions. 

————— $9 eo 
Poetry in Law. 


, Last week Colonel Ingersoll was defending a man 
in a breach of promis case. Here are some of the 


little bits of poetry that appear in his address to the 


jury: 


When a man gets to a point where he'll lie, there isn't 
much choice of subjects. 

You must take it for granted that men of ordinary sense 
do not act like extraordinary fools. 

Ill go as far as anyone to whip naked through the world 
the man who deceives a good, pure, and confiding woman. 

A marriege without love is immoral. I don’t care how 
many forms you go through, I don’t care if all the churches 
in the world, united beneath the dome of heaven, filling all 
the air with incense, pronounce them wedded, if that sweet 
perfume called Iove does not arise there is no marriage. 

. The woman who marries 2 man because he is rich, for a 
title, or for office, place, or power, is not a virtuous woman, . 
and the man who marries & woman for any such reason is 
rot a virtuous man, but a contemptible wretch. 

She knew that he could obtain a divorce only by perjury 
and fraud, yet she was willing to marry him, and be divorced 
only by papers and perjuries, and not by facts. 

Epithets are so cheap that you can make money on lies at 
fifty cents a hundred. 

People who are fond of music are sometimes dangerous. 

There is no evidence that her heart was ever quickened 
one-hundredth part as much as it would hav been by the 
sudden appearance of a mouse. 

If I got such love letters as hers, I'd keep 'em until sum- 
mer and then carry 'em in my pockets hot days. 

Oh, what an orator is love! What honeyed words run 
over the rose of his lips! 

When another commits a fault, it is a great dead tree half 
decayed, bare and hideous, but when we do it ourselvs, oh, 
my God! think of the reasons, climbing around it like a 
thousand clinging vines, covering with soft loveliness every 
branch and twig, turning it into a beautiful object. 

His love letters are sincere and good; who would hav 
thought there was so much blood in the old man? 

She was coldly and placidly correct, as correct as a crystal 
pane upon a frosted window. 

I think any woman in the world is repaid for an ordinary 
breach of promis by being taken to hear Wagner’s music. 

“ Tristan,” that Mississippi of melody, Howing deep and 
strong, with hundreds of little tributaries bursting over the 
rocks into flowers of foam. i 

Every heart is like a theater in one respect; there are cer- 
tain effects produced, but you don't want everyone to see 
a)l the ropes and pulleys. 

os 
Leetures and Meetings. 

W. F.JaMrESON gave five lectures in Milford, Neb., in a 
pretty little opera house. 8. A. St. Cyr and Mr. Schaff man- 
aged the course. Several ladies and a professor of the 
school asked many questions, which added much interest 
to. the meetings. Mr. Jamieson will deliver lectures in 
Seward again January 19th and 26th, and February 2d. 
Address at Seward, Neb. 


J. E. Remspure is now making & tour through the West. 
The followi g is a list of his appointments: 


Burlingame, Kan................ eene Wed., Jan. 29. 
Emporia, Kan. ......... eere eene Thur., Jan. 30. 
Halstead, Kan.......ssscccssscccseetecssereeeecceeesene sees Fri., Jan. 31. 
Leon, Kan....... S esa Ee eepss Sat., Feb. 1. 
Carthage, Mo.. Bun., Mon., Feb. 2, 8 
Bentonville, Ark. ....Tues., Feb. 4. 
Rogers, Ark........ Wed., Feb. 5. 
Poplar Bluff, Mo. ..............ceeeeseeeeeeen ne ertet Fri., Feb. 7 
Dexter City, Mo............. eee Sat., Sun., Feb. 8, 9. 
St. Louis, Mo.............. eese nnne Mon., Feb. 10. 


Highland and Grant Forks, Ill., Tues., Wed., Thur., Fri., 
Sat., Sun., Feb. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 

Canton, Mo. ................ Mon., Tues., Wed., Feb. 17, 18, 19. 
Savannah, Mo.....,......... eene eee Thur., Feb. 20. 

When Mr. Remsburg has filled these engagements he will 
make a trip through Texas, Oklahoma, Indian Territory, and 
Arkansas. i 

Tz combined influence of the Jewish writings [Old 
Testament] and of that ascetic feeling which treated 
woman as the chief source of temptation to mar, 
caused her degradation. In the writings of 
the fathers, woman was represented as the door of 
hell, as the mother of all human ills. She should be 
ashamed at the very thought that she is a womar. 
She should liv in continual penance, on account of the 
curse she has brought into the world. She should 
be ashamed of her dress, and especially ashamed of 
her beauty.—-Lechy. 

— OOH Or 

Tur French government, about the middle of the 
eighteenth century, seems to hav reached the matur- 
ity of its wickedness, allowing if not instigating relig- 
ious persecutions of so infamous a nature that they 
would not be believed if they were not attested by 
documents of the courts in which the sentences were 


passed. — Buckle. 


Taine the care of people's lives out of their own 
hands, and relieving them from the consequences cf 
their own acts, saps the very foundation of the self- 
respect and self-control which are the essential 
conditions both of individual prosperity and of socie] 
viriue, — JM, 
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Jeffrey, Dr. MoNeall, Charles McGrew, J. L, Morrell, | Christian. 6.In none of the leading eulogies pro- 


Communications. 


Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian ?. 
CHAPTER XV. 


REcaPITULATION AND CONCLUSION. 


Character of Christian Testimony—Summary of Evidence 
Adduced in Proof of Lincoln’s Unbelief—Douglas an 
Unbeliever—Theodore Parkers Theology—Fallacy of 
Claims Respecting Lincoln’s Reputed Conversion—His 
Invocations of Deity—His Alleged Regard for the Sab- 
bath—The Church and Hypocrisy—Lincoln’s Religion. 


In the proseention of this inquiry, the testimony 
of one hundred witnesses has been presented. The 
testimony of twenty of these witnesses is to the 
effeat that Lincoln was a Christian; the testimony of 
eighty is to the effect that he was not. 

Of those who hav testified in support of the claim 
that Lincoln was a Christian, ten admit that during 
a part of his life he was a disbeliever in Christianity, 
while not one of the remaining ten disputes the fact. 
If he never changed his belief then he died an unbe- 
liever. Did he change his belief and become a con- 
vert to Christianity? It devolves upon those who 
affirm that he did to prove it. Hav they done this? 
They hay not. Their attempts hav been in every 
instance pitiable failures. The unreasonable and 
conflicting character of the testimony adduced refutes 
itself. "When was he converted? No less than five 
different dates hav been assigned. One witness 
states that ib was in 1848; one, that it was in 1858; 
another, that it was in 1862; another, that it was in 
July, 1863, and still another, that it was in Novem- 
ber, 1863. 

The remarkable character of the statements 
recorded in Chapter I—remarkable when compared 
with the statements given in the preceding ten chap- 
ters, and not less remarkable when compared with 
each other—may be variously accounted for. A part 
of them are based upon a false premis, an erroneous 
conception of what the term Christian means; a 
portion of them are merely the expressions cf beliefs 
unsupported by actual knowledge; while a not incon- 
siderable share of them are the statements of those 
who hav knowingly and deliberately borne false wit- 
ness. These witnesses comprise: 1. Those who do 
not know what constitutes a Christian—who con- 
found Christianity with morality—who affirm that he 

` was a Ohristian simply because he was a moral man. 
2. Those who do not know what his religious views 
were, but who infer that he was a Christian because 
others hav declared that he was, and because of the 
frequent allusions to deity that occur in his speeches 
and state papers. 3. Those who know that he was 
not a Christian, but who believe it to be right and 
proper to lie for the glory of Christianity and the 
profit of its priests. 

The testimony advanced in support of the claim of 
Lineoln's Christianity is, for the most part, the testi- 
mony of orthodox Christians—a majority of them 
orthodox clergymen. Dr. Holland, the chief of these 
Christian claimants, says: “The fact is a matter of 
history that he never exposed his own religious life 
to those who hed no sympathy with it.” This, so 
far as the later years of his life are concerned, is 
substantially true: and this very fact precludes the 
possibility of these witnesses being able to state 
from personal knowledge what his religious views 
were. 

In refutation of this claim, I hav presented the 
testimony of those who were nearest to Lincoln in 
the confidential relations of life. I hav presented 
the testimony of his wife, the testimony of his step- 
mother, the testimony of his step-sister, the testi- 
mony of his cousin, the testimony of his nephew, 
the testimony of his three law partners, the testi- 
mony of two members of his cabinet, the testimony 
of his private secretary, the testimony of his exec- 
utor, the testimony of four of his biographers, and 
the testimony of many more of his most intimate 
friends, both in Illinois and at Washington. 

That he was not an orthodox Christian, as claimed, 
is attested by nearly all of the eighty witnesses 
whose testimony has been given; that he was not in 
any sense of the term a Christiaa, is proved by the 
testimony of a majority of them. 

I affirmed that he was not religious in his youth— 
that he was « skeptic in Indiana. In proof of this I 
hav adduced the testimony of his step-mother, Sarah 
Lincoln ; his step-sister, Matilda Moore; his cousin, 
Dennis F. Hanks; his nephew, John Hall; his law 
partner, W. H. Herndon, and his biographer, Col. 
Ward H. Lamon. 

I affirmed that he was an Infidel or Freethinker 
during the thirty years that he resided in Illinois. 


In support of this I hav given the testimony of 


Colonel Lamon, W. H. Herndon, Maj. John T. 
Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Dr. C. H. Ray, W. 
H. Hannah, James W. Keys, Jesse W. Fell, Judge 
David Davis, Wm. McNeely, Mr. Lyman, Wm. G. 


Green, Joshua F. Speed, Green Carruthers, Squire 


Perkins, Judge Gillespie, John Decamp, James 


Gorley, Dr. Wm. Jayne, Jesse K. Dubois, Judge 


W. Perkins, H. K. Magie, James Tuttle, Leonard 


Volk, Ool..F. S. Rutherford, E. H. Wood, Dr. J. J. 


Thomson, A. J. Grover, Judge Nelson, and others. 

I affirmed that he did not change his belief 
after leaving Illinois—that he was not converted to 
Christianity at Washington—that he died an un- 
believer. In confirmation of this I hav presented 
the testimony of his wife, Mary Lincoln; of his 
private secretary, Colonel Nicolay ; of his executor, 
Judge Davis; of his biographer, Colonel Lamon; 
and of his intimate associates, Geo. W. Julian, John 
B. Alley, Schuyler Colfax, Hugh McCulloch, A. J. 
Grover, Donn Piatt, Judge Nelson, and others. 

Many of these witnesses simply testify to his dis- 
belief in the Christian system as a whole without 
reference to his particular views concerning its 
individual tenets. Every statement of his unbelief 
as presented in Chapter V has, however, been 
substantiated by the testimony of one or more wit- 
nesses. - 

That. he did not believe in the Christian deity, 
that he even held Agnostic and Atheistic views, at 
times, is proved by the testimony of W. H. Herndon, 
Colonel Matheny, Judge Nelson, Jesse K. Dubois, 
and D. W. Wilder. 

That he was an Agnostic in regard to the immor- 
tality of the soul is attested by E. H. Wood, Judge 
Nelson, and W. H. Herndon. 

That he did not believe that the, Bible is the word 
of God is affirmed by Colone! Lamon, John T. Stuart, 
Judge Matheny, W. H. Herndon, Jesse W. Fel), 
Dennis Hanks, W. Perkins, Colonel Rutherford, and 
Chambers’ Encyclopedia. . 

That he did not believe that Jesus Christ was the 
son of God is affirmed by Colonel Lamon, W. H. 
Herndon, Jesse W. Fell, Colonel Matheny, John T. 
Stuart, Jas. W. Keys, Judge Nelson, D. W. Wilder, 
Green Carruthers, Colonel Rutherford, Rev. J. Lloyd 
Jones, Chambers’ Encyclopedia, and the New York 
World. 

That he did not believe in a special creation the 
statements of Mr. Herndon clearly prove. 

That he accepted the theory of Evolution, so far 
as this theory had been developed in the “ Vestiges 
of Creation" and other writings of his day, is at- 
tested by the same witness. 

That he did not admit the possibility of miracles 
is confirmed by the statement of Jesse W. Fell, W. 
Perkins, Dennis Hanks, and Mr. Herndon. 

That he rejected the Christian doctrin of total or 
inherent depravity, William McMeely and Jesse W. 
Fell s firm. 

That he repudiated the doctrin of vicarious stone- 
ment i3 sustained by the testimony of Jesse W. Fell, 
Joshua F. Speed, W. Perkins, and Colonel Lamon. 

That he condemned the doctrin of forgivness for 
sin, General Wilder and Mr. Herndon both testify. 

That he opposed the doctrin of future rewards 
and punishments, Wm. H. Hannah, E. H. Wood, À. 
Jeffrey, Jesse W. Fell, and Manford’s Magazine all 
testify. 

That he denied the freedom of the will, Mr. Hern- 
don explicitly affirms. 

That he did not believe in the efficacy of prayer is 
fully established by the evidence of Mrs. Lincoln, 
Mr. Herndon, and Dr. Gardner. 

That he was a disciple of Thomas Paine and Theo- 
dore Parker is shown by the evidence of Colonel 
Lamon, W. H. Herndon, James Tuttle, Jesse W. 
Fell, Dr. Ray, Robert Collyer, the New York World, 
and Chambers’ Encyclopedia. 

That he wrote a book against Christianity is sus- 
tained by the testimony of Colonel Matheny, Judge 
Nelson, W. H. Herndon, Colonel Lamon, Manford’s 
Magazine, and Chambers’ Encyclopedia. 

That Lincoln did not believe in the inspiration of 
the scriptures, that he did not believe in the divin- 
ity of Ohrist, that he did not believe in the freedom 
of the will, that he did not believe in future rewards 
and punishments, that he did not believe in the eff- 
cacy of prayer, that he was, in short, a disbeliever in 
Christianity, is also attested by the evidence cited 
from his own recorded words. 

In. connection with this controversy the signifi- 
cance of the following facts cannot be overlooked: 
1. Notwithstanding the strong temptation to credit 
Lincoln to the popular faith; a majority of his biog- 
raphers hav either declared that he was not a Chris- 
tian, or hav refrained from affirming that he was. 
2. The secular press, fearing to offend the church, 
has generally been silent regarding the question. 
When it has ventured to express an opinion, however, 
it has been to concede his unbelief. 3. The leading 
encyclopedias, such asthe Britannica, Chambers’, New 
American, eto., hav either admitted that he was a 
Freethinker, or hav made no reference to his relig- 
ious belief. 4. In the Lincoln Memorial Album 
appear two hundred tributes to Lincoln, the greater 
portion of them from the pens of Christians. In but 
two of these two hundred tributes is it claimed that 
Lincoln was a believer in Christianity. 5. The 
“Reminiscences of Lincoln” contain thirty-three 
articles on Lincoln, written by as many distinguished 


Logan, Leonard Swett, W. H. T. Wakefield, D. W. | men who were acquainted with him. In not a single 
Wilder, Dr. B. F. Gardner, J. K. Vandemark, A.!instance in this work, is it asserted that he was a 


nounced upon his character, at the time of his demise, 
is it affirmed that he accepted Christ. : . 

It is stated that during the last years of his life 
Lincoln held substantially the same theological opin- 
ions held by Theodore Parker. His own words are, 
referring to Parker: "I think that I stand about 
where that man stands" Where did Theodore 
Parker stand? The following extracts from his 
writings will show: 

To obtain a knowledge of duty, a man is not sent away, 
outside of himself, to ancient documents; for the only rule 
of faith and practice, the word, is very nigh him, even in his 
heart, and by this word he is to try all documents. 

There is no intercessor, angel, mediator, between man and 
God; for man can speak and God hear, each for himself. 
He requires no advocate to plead for men. : 

Manly, natural religion—it is not joining the church; it is 
not to believe in a creed—Hebrew, Christian, Catholic, 
Protestant, Trinitarian, Unitarian, Nothingarian. It is not 
to.keep Sunday idle; to attend meeting; to be wet with 
water; toread the Bible; to offer prayers in words; to take 
bread and wine in the meeting-bouse; love a scapegoat 
Jesus, or any other theological claptrap. 


If Lincoln was known to bea Freethinker, ib may 
be asked why this fact was not more generally pub- . 
lished and urged against him during the presidential 
campaign of 1860. The answer is easy. His chief 
opponent, Douglas, was himself a Freethinker. 
Stephen A. Douglas, like Abraham Lincoln, died an 
unbeliever. Like Washington, he declined the serv- 
ices of a clergyman in his last hours. The follow- 
ing is an extract from a monograph on “The Death- 
bed of Douglas,” published in the Boston Budget: 


When Stephen A. Douglas lay stricken with death at Chi- 
cago, his wife, who was à devout Roman Catholic, sent for 
Bishop Duggan, who asked whether he had ever been bap- 
tized according to theritesof any church. ‘ Never," replied 
Mr. Douglas. '*Do you desire to hav mass said after the 
ordinances of the holy Catholic church?" inquired the 
bishop. ** No, sir!” answered Douglas; ** when I do I will 
communicate with you freely.” 

The bishop withdrew, but the next day Mrs. Douglas 
sent for him again, and, going to the bedside, he said : ‘* Mr. 
Douglas, you know your own condition fully, and in view of 
your dissolution do you desire the ceremony of extreme 
unction to be performed?” “No!” replied the dying man, 
** I hav no time to discuss these things now.” 

Tbe bishop left the room, and Mr. Rhodes, who was in 
attendance, said: ** Do you know theclergymen of this city ?" 
“ Nearly every one of them.” ** Do you wish to hav either 
or any of them Call to see you to converse on religious topics?” 
** No, I thank you,” was the decided answer. 


Among America’s most eminent statesmen none 
probably ever possessed a more logical mind than 
Lincoln. Judge Davis says: “His mind was logical 
and direct." James G. Blaine says: “ His logic was 
severe and faultless.” George S. Boutwell says: “He 
takes rank with the first logicians and orators of 
every age.” In his funeral oration at Springfield, 
Bishop Simpson said : 

If you ask me on what mental characteristic his greatness 
rested, I answer, on a quick and ready perception of facts; 
on & Memory unusually tenacious and retentiv; and on a 
logical turn of mind, which followed sternly and unwaver- 
ingly every link in the chain of thought on every subject he 
was Called to investigate. 

Lincoln was once called to investigate the subject 
of Christianity. He “followed sternly and unwaver- 
ingly every link in the chain of thought” suggested 
by this subject, and the result was its rejection by 
him. 
If he was subsequently converted to Christianity, 
it was only after a reexamination and a thorough and 
exhaustiv investigation of its claims. This his 
friends positivly state never took place, and the cir- 
cumstances associated with each and every period 
assigned for his reputed conversion confirm their 
statements. In 1848 he was a member of Congress, 
his mind absorbed with the novelties, the duties, and 
the aspirations that usually attend a first term in 
that important capacity. In 1858, and for years pre- 
ceding and following, the great political questions of 
the day occupied his mind. He was engaged in a 
mortal struggle with one of the most powerful intel- 
lectual athletes of his time. He was contending with 
Douglas for a prize, and that prize was the presi- 
dency. He must be ever on the alert. He must 
crush his antagonist or his antagonist would crush 
him. Think of Lincoln sitting down in the very 
crisis of this conflict and engaging in the study of 
theology! In 1862, and 1863, the other years as- - 
signed for his conversion, he was in the midst of the 
great Rebellion, all his thoughts and all hia energies 
enlisted in the mighty task of saving the Union. 

That Lincoln was a Freethinker in Illinois, that he 
was for atime a zealous propagandist of his faith, 
that he was instrumental in making unbelievers of 
many of his associates, it is useless to deny. If he 
was afterward converted to Christianity, his friends 
were ignorant of his conversion. He failed to notify 
them of his previous mistake aad warn them of their 
impending danger. If it could be shown that he re- 
nounced his former views and became a Christian, 
this fact would be one of the most damaging argu- 
ments against Christianity that could be advanced. 
As a Freethinker, he was one of the most tender and 
humane of men, ever solicitous for the welfare of his 
fellow-beings. Did Christianity transform him into 
a selfish, heartless being who coolly disregarded even 
the eternal welfare of his best and dearest friends? 
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Think of a man directing a friend to take a road 
which he afterward discovers leads to certain death, 
and then not. lifting a finger of warning to save him 
from destruction, when it is in his power to do so! 

The Freethinker will require no other evidence to 
convince him that Lincoln died a disbeliever than 
the fact that he once fully investigated this subject 
and proclaimed himself an Infidel. The mere skep- 
tic who has no settled convictions—-who has never 
examined the evidences against historical Christian- 
ity—may become a sincere believer in the Christian 
religion. The confirmed Freethinker never can, 
albeit a Thomas Cooper, a Joseph Barker, and a 
George Chainey may profess to. As Col. Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson happily expresses it: “ You 
may take the robin’s egg from the nest in yonder 
tree, and so near is the bird to being hatched you 
may crack it with the edge of your nail, and the bird 
is free. But all your power, and all your patient 
fidelity, and all the mucilage and sticking. plaster you 
can put on it, will never get that birdling back into 
that little egg again. So complete is the sense of 
satisfaction, such is the feeling of freedom, which 
comes from once finding yourself, not merely out of 
these little sectarian names, but out of the name of 
the larger and grander sect, which is Christianity, 
that you will find when the egg is once broken, the 
bird is free forever.” i 

From the church steward’s standpoint, there is 
nothing so desirable as the early conversion of one 
who is destined to become rich. From the evangel- 
ist’s point of view, there is nothing like the death- 
bed_repentance of one who has become great. Had 
the bullet of the assassin not immediately destroyed 
consciousness, all these stories that we hav heard 
about Lincoln’s conversion—the Edwards story, the 
Smith story, the Brooks story, the Willets story, the 
Vinton story, and the story of the Illinois clergyman 
—would never hav been invented. Instead of these 
we would hav the story of some domestic, or some 
intruding priest who saw him during his dying hours. 
Aaron Burr was kinder to the church than John 
Wilkes Booth. 

But whatever the religious opinions of Lincoln 
were when he died, whether he had changed his be- 
lief or not; in view of the fact that he never thought 
enough of the church to unite with it, the frantic 
efforts of clergymen and church-members to claim 
him seem quite uncalled for, if not ridiculous. 

Joun E. Remszpura. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) : 


Woman at the Fore. 


The Liberal, Freethinking women cf the United 
States, under the leadership of Matilda Jocelyn 
Gage, propose to hold a suffrage convention in Wil- 
lard’s Hall, Washington, D. C., on the 24th and 25th 

. of February, 1890. 

This is à movement in the right direction. It has 
always been evident to my mind that “ liberty, equal- 
ity, and fraternity” could never be truly engrafted 
on the body politic of this country until the women 
awoke to the fact that they could never get any rights 
from God. Having guaranteed them none in his 
“book,” he is not under any moral obligation to 
amend the original text to suit the convenience of 
the cause of ‘original sin" It is curious that 
womankind hav not discovered this before. But 
Talmage says they owe what liberty they hav to the 
Bible, and of course Talmage knows. That they 
hav “waited patiently about” for more liberty to be 
interpreted out of the original text of God’s word 
has not been surprising, considering the amount of 
“faith” that most women hav in men and gods. 
Now that they are getting to hav faith in themselva, 
there is some hope for them and hope for the world 
as well. For men, women, and children must all rise 
or fall together in the crisis of life. Theology and 
politics separate them but nature does not; and 
nature has long ago proved herself to be the stronger 
in the affairs of life. Whenever nature takes her 
place as the supreme ruler and God shares the fate 
of the calf-god that Aaron made, the world will take 
a wonderful stride forward. It seems that this good 
time is coming sooner than was expected. 

This convention looks as if the women are tired of 
the old régime, and mean to look out for themselvs 
on the solid basis of natural rights. In “fighting it 
out on this line” they will be sure to win. But they 
“will not fight their battles alone.” “The just God 
who rules in the affairs of men” having failed them, 
they will find plenty of just men to take his place. 
And one live, honest, brave, liberty-loving man is 
worth a skyful of such gods as the God of Abra- 
ham, and Moses, and Lot, and the jolly old boys of 
patriarchal days. 

Let all the women of America who are free from 
the yoke of superstition and priesteraft take a note 
of this coming convention. Let as many as can be 
there. Let them go prepared to inaugurate a “long 
pull,a strong pull, and a pull all together,” not for 
women alone, but for the whole family—united 
humanity under one banner of “liberty, equality, 
and fraternity,” with “liberty, science, and human- 
ity” for their motto. Aud may I be there to see. 

San Diego, Cal, Jan, 5, 1890. Many A. Warre. 
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Use and Abuse of the Bible. 
A Kentucky Correspondent of the Woman's Journal. ` 


In studying the Bible I simply pursue the course 
that all church theologians take in studying the 
Bibles of rival religions, and look out for the bad as 
well as the good. The great majority of unlearned 
Christians study their Bible—if we may judge from 
their own admissions—purely to find everything 
inspired and consequently good. To the Bibles of 
other nations they deny all inspiration, and hence 
find everything bad. 

My desire is to win the average Christian to a 
more critical and just method of study, even though, 
in this attempt, I run the risk of shocking him by 
exposing the wickedness of Peter cr Paul, or by lay- 
ing bare the uncertainties which all scholarly 
theologians acknowledge hang about the names of 
the biblical writers, the dates of their writings, and 
the reliability of what has come down to us as their 
utterances. It is the abuse of the Bible by its 
blind worshipers that I-oppose, not its lawful use ; 
and it is its abuse which first led men to teach 
Christian women that the fable of Eve had any 
bearing on their religion. It can be proved to be an 
innovation, hotly contested upon its introduction into 
the church. The first Hebrew scholar the church 
ever had—the learned Jerome—pronounced it a 
“myth.” Clement called it an “allegory.” No 
scholarly Jew ever believed it, as it is now taught, 
as an article of faith. Christ never made even the 
faintest allusion to it. Long after his death it was 
born of ignorance, and has since been nourished by 
superstition. Now, with the revival of learning 
amongst theologians, it is again unhesitatingly pro- 
nounced “a myth, whose origin is lost in the night 
of the remotest ages” (Lenormaat). 

Modern churchmen do not even pretend to prove 
that this story was originally Jewish, nor that it is 
an article of faith to believe. Moses wrote it; on the 
contrary, even the most conservativ admit that there 
is no certainty at all about it. I will prove this by 
quotations from Dr. Daniel D, Wheden, for nearly 
thirty years editor of the Methodist Review, whose 
orthodoxy was never brought to trial by his church. 

Writing of the results of modern study of the 
Bible he says: 

Evangelical scholarship has very generally conciuded that 
Genesis is largely made up of pre-Mosaic documents. . . . 
Now, whether the primitiv documents of which scholars 
decide that Genesis or any other book was made up were 
originally inspired at all, ornot,isnotsoimportant. . . . 
The text is mainly human, and in what proportion the human 
and divine are mingled is à problem not wholly soluble. We 
know that the text, as it stands, is, in many cases, incorrect ; 
we are often unable to be sure of the perfect accuracy of the 
historic statements. . . We hav inherited from ultra- 
Protestant Puritanism, perhaps, too mechanical & biblical 
theory. 

Now, it is just this * mechanical theory” which, I 
believe, still keeps women in slavish submission in 
the church, the state, and the home; which hinders 
their noblest work in their own country, and hampers 
their usefulness abroad. The Hindoo woman, in 
perplexity at the contrast between our preaching and 
our practice, says: ‘You offer me an ‘infallible’ 
book which commands me, as the law of God, to obsy 
my husband; but my husband commands me not to 
accept your book. How can I do both?" If she is 
an intelligent Hindoo, she knows that while, in her 
own country, many women, from remote ages, hav 
been eligible as rulers, and hav reigned gloriously 
over large provinces, in America if is considered a 
subject of ridicule even to mention the possibility of 
a woman's filling the position of governor of a state 
or president of the nation; and this fact stares her 
in the face, while she knows also that * the heathens” 
in China are proud of the long and glorious reign of 
their late empress, a remarkable woman. Although 
(as a result of having as few opportunities for educa- 
tion as do the thousands of illiterate women in our 
own partly civilized sections of country) few Hindoo 
women hav the opportunity to look on “our seamy 
side,” yet many of them know as well as we do that 
it is a common sight (or was until lately) to see 
women and dogs yoked together, in the streets, draw- 
ing small carts, in Christien Germany, or working 
with men down in the coal-mines, in Christian Eng- 
land. It is ignorance everywhere that makes woman 
an easy vietim ; there is no strength without freedom, 
just as there is no power without knowledge. It is 
a sorrowful and amezing thing to hear a follower of 
Christ, in this enlightened age, quoting Peter as au- 
thority for woman—that very Peter who, according 
to history, was the most shameful moral coward of 
the ages, and yet, after his lie, told with cursing and 
swearing (see Matthew, Mark, Luke), presumed 
to turn round and call woman “the weaker vessel.” 

The example of Sara is the inspiration which the 
Mormon husband holds up before his wife to induce 
her, too, to acknowledge him as “lord” and giv him 
another wife, * even as Sara,” etc. And we who up- 
hold Abraham are helping to fix more firmly the yoke 
on our Mormon sisters’ necks. For where is the 
consistency of glorying in Sara’s obedience to her 
lord, and yet condemning the Mormon woman 
who can prove to us that Christian Peter still praised 
Sara for it, that Paul indorsed all womanly submis- 


.| sion to husbands, and that no direct referenes fo her 


case in the New Testament taught that polygamy 
was & Bin? Only those who set ‘aside all other au- 
thority than Christ’s Golden Rule can consistently 
oppose Mormonism and the subjection of the wife in 
Christendom. 

This is a matter in which we women must judge 
for ourselvs, not pin our faith on our “ preacher,” 
who has no other sources of information than such 
as are open to us. “Seek and ye shall fiad, knock 
and it shall be opened to you,” meant, at the time it 
was uttered, “ There are two kinds of knowledge, one 
of which cannot but be hidden from all those who 
are not interested enough to search for it personally." 
It was one of the earliest bishops of the Christisn 
church who, mistaking this utterance, taught that 
there was one kind of instruction for “women snd 
children and the simple,” and another for pkiloso- 
phere. The trouble with some women—I might 
truly say with the mass of women—is that they con- 
found the inner kernel of religion with the husks of 
tradition which obscure it. Christ said: “Yə shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall mske you free,” 
but the average clergyman says: “Ye shall know 
what I choose to make you believe, and thus I can 
hold the reins and keep you out of the vestry, or 
turn you out of my conference.” But who shall say 
whether it is cur indifference and want of thought, 
or their love of power, which is most to biame? 
They are the sons of women ai whose knea, from 
their earliest childhood, they absorbed the teaching 
of Peter and Paul, which has been for eighteen hun- 
dred years so much more alluring to men than the 
teaching of Jesus. : 

The time is ripe for a Luther among women to 
complete the task only begun three hundred years 
ago; to follow his bold example in deciding what to 
accept and what reject. Every agitation of belief in 
old creeds is followed by an intellectual revival which 
prepares the way for a purer faith and a nobler free- 
dom. It is want of faith in the highest that makes 
timid souls cling to beggarly husks. How can we 
hope to hav the masses of American women even 
know the meaning of the word “freedom,” while 
they are content to sit “like dumb, driven cattle," 
and hear some inexperienced youth, fresh from a 
theological seminary, preach sermons to them sbout 
woman's bad example in bringing sin into the world ? 
Not four years ago, in the largest and wealthiest 
church in a populous Southern city, I heard such a 
one, who took his text from Ecclesiastes, to the effect 
that among a thousand he found one good man and 
not cne good woman! This text he spun out for an 
hour by a description of Adam's original perfection, 
snd wound up by Eve's utter depravity, for whose 
sin we were yet enduring sin, toil, and wos. Coming 
out of church I questioned many women as to their 
opinion. Not one thought of resenting the insult. 
Not one but said, “ However contrary to reason or 
justice, I accept it!” 

I believe the greatest mental and moral repairing 
the world has ever seen is to result from the womanly 
believers of the Golden Rule, who “prove” Peter 
and “try” Paul, and courageously prociaim to the 
world in what they, as teachers, are found to be 
wanting. The Bibles of every nation contain lofty 
conceptions of one supreme God; all hav the com- 
mandments; all hav even that “latest and best— 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” It is not 
Bibles that are lacking. It is a mental awakening of 
women themselvs, by which mothers will first learn 
and then teach their children that this long-neglected 
“neighbor” is woman. Until that time, will still 
continue what Sir Charles Lubbock callis “the re- 
markable subordination of the wife to the husband 
which is so characteristic of marriage, and Bo curi- 
ously inconsistent with all of our avowed ideas,” and 
the anomaly of an autocracy of sex calling itself a 
republic. 

Ir was a significant prudence of meny of the lay 
Catholics, who were accustomed to insist that their 
priest should take a concubine for the protection of 
the families of the parishioners. It can 
hardly be questioned that the extreme frequency of 
illicit connections among the clergy, tended during 
many centuries most activly to lower ihe moral tone 
of the laity. . . An impure chastity was 
fostered which continually looked upon marriage in 
its coarsest light. Another injurious conse- 
quence, resulting, in a great measure, from ssceticism, . 
was a tendency to depreciate extremely the character 
and the position of woman.—Lechy. 

— OO 

Trerz hav been abundance of people, in all ages of 
Christianity, who tried to convert us into a 
sort of Christian Mussulmans, with the Bible for a 
Koran, prohibiting all improvement; and great has 
been their power, and many hav had to sacrifice 
their lives in resisting them. But they hav been re- 
sisted, and the resistance has made us what we are, 
and will yet make us what we are to be.— Mill. 

— Oo ŘŘŮŮŮŮĖ——ĖĖ 

WILxInson says among no ancient people had wo- 
man such influence and liberty as among the ancient 
Egyptians.— Buckie, 
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A Symposium on Liberalism. 

A short time ago we said this to more than thirty 
Liberal writers: There has been a great deal of talk 
at various times and by a good many of the leading 
Liberals about the Positiv or Constructiv side of 
Liberalism. It is stated that there is an Affirmativ 
as well asa Negativ philosophy connected with the 
Freethought movement; and that Liberals should 
build a religion or philosophy or system of morality, 
as well as destroy the system founded on supersti- 
tion and supernaturalism. 

We want to obtain, therefore, for publication in 
Tur Trura Szexer the opinion of all the best-known 
- writers for Liberalism on this subject. To do this 
we put the matter thus: 

Is there an Affirmativ, Positiv, Constructiv side 
to Freethought? 

If not, the reason why? 

Tf there be, in what, in your opinion, does it con- 
sist, and in what should it consist? 

. In Tux Terura Serem of February 8th we shall 
begin the publication of the replies. We hav 
received answers from 

Capt. Robert C. Adams, 


President of the Canadian 
Secular Union. 


R. B. Westbrook, 


President of the American 
Becular Union. 


F.M. Holand, - George E. Macdonald, 
Author of * The Reign of Editor of Freethought. 
the Stoics.” . O. Pentecost, 
- J. H. Burnham, Editor of the Twentieth Cent- 
ury. 
E. C. Walker, S 
Disi 3 usan H. Wixon 
Editor of Fair Pray. Editor of THE Terura BEEK- 
Lucy N. Colman, zx'8' Ohildren's Gorner.” 
Parker Pillsbury, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Libera Gate and eater nid 
Freethought, 

And hav been promised replies by Thaddeus 
B. Wakeman; C. B. Reynolds; W. Stewart Ross, 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal; G. W. 
Foote, Editor of the London Freethinker ; Charles 
Watts, Editor of Secular Thought; J. E. Remsburg, 
John Peck, and others. 

We believe this expression of opinion on this sub- 
ject will be one on the most valuable and interesting 
contributions ever made to the literature of Free- 
thought, and may mark the beginning of a new era 
in the development of the mental world. 

Every Liberal should read this symposium and 
circulate it around the neighborhood for the enlight- 


‘ enment of his neighbors. 
—— a aa ————— 


Tus issue of Tux TnuvE Szxkrn will go to several 
hundred Liberals who are not now subscribers. We 
cali their special attention to the offer of “Try- 
Square” as a premium for them to send in their 
subscriptions now. 

This issue will also be sent to every national 
Senator and Representativ in Congress, and we 
earnestly hope each one will read the article by the 
American missionary on Senator Blair’s proposed 
educational amendment to our national Constitution. 


W. F. Jamieson, 


The Pictures. 


We hav received during the past week fifty-six new 
subscribers in response to our solicitations. The 
senders will find their words of encouragement in 
the “ Letters from Friends” either in the current 
issue or in the paper next week. We are deeply 
grateful for this aid, and shall not soon forget the 
friendly efforts which hav gained it. The number of 
new subscribers sent on account of the pictures is 
now one hundred and eighty-one. 

Donations of the following sums to continue the 
pictures are also gratefully acknowledged : 

O. T. Davis (for pictures and the general aevo of 


Liberalism). —— 20 00 

B ah Myrick. . 500 
andall.. 1 00 

4 Chope.... 75 
Morris Pohnso 1 00 
H. Schmidt... ieeeeoi ish issan rre bn eoe o eda Ee PE Y Re aaa sao rana 1 00 
Mark Rowe............ ee eeeee eese entente ate nane 1 00 
AQMOSICUS......cccssecennsesoncessoonsecsuseeteonseoessasessooeeeene 5 00 
C. R. Leonhauser............ eere eene eene nnne nnne netta 75 
D. C. Jenkins.............ceeeeee eee eese eene nnne tnnt 1 00 
Harry S. Beasley... j 65 
H. Tyler........... 50 
F. 8. Ganter 2 00 
Jay F. Haldeman 15 
Fred Busch....... pare 15 
C. K. Phelps........scesccsssccensssessecsensseeeeceesneeseeaneee 50 
Bo (o T 3 85 


Making $113.40 received on .this account, and 
equal to about forty-five new subscribers, at the aver- 
age of the club rates. A continuance of these efforts 
by our friends for a few weeks more will, we fee] 
assured, result in sufficient increase to our list to 
enable us to hav illustrations for the remainder of 
the year. 

In connection with the subject we would again 
call attention to the generous offer made by the 
author of “Try-Square,” to this effect: Copies of 
the book to be given as premiums to, or for, new 
subscribers who pay the regular price of $3 for Tux 
Trura Serxer one year, before March 11th. One 
copy of the book to be given to every volunteer new 
subscriber, and one to every old subscriber who pro- 
cures a new one at the regular price of $3. The 
price of the book by itself is $1. Regarding this 
book Mrs. E. D. Slenker writes: 

t DEAR FRIENDS: I see THE TRUTH Szexer has been pre- 
sented with ‘Try-Square’ asa premium for subscribers. I 
want to tell you I hay read the book and like it splendidly. 
It is so interesting one wants to read it all at one time. It is 
as good as a novel and as full of truth as need be. You will 
be sure of a bonanza if you get this as a surplus to your sub- 
scription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I hope every volume will 
be called for in short order. 

“I feel personally grateful to the author for his generous 
donation on behalf of our precious pictures. If you only 
knew how good the book really is I know every copy would 
be called for in short order. ErurNA Draxg SLENKER.” 

Since the offer was made in Tue Truru Szrxer of 
January 11th, several hav availed themselvs of the 
terms, and hav received the book. We hope that the 
balance of the five hundred copies will be called for 
before March 11th. The author has printed his book 
for the good it will do Liberalism, and not for pecu- 
niary profit to himself. 

This is the state of affairs at the present time ; let 
not the efforts slacken till the victory is won. 

_—_— 1 Oo —————— 
Religion in the Schools. 


The Presbyterian Union, of this city, at a public 
meeting a few days since discussed this question: 
“To what extent, if any, should religion be taught in 
the public schools?” There was, of course, the puri- 
tanical advocate, in the person of Rev. Josiah Strong, 
corresponding secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, 
but what probably surprised a majority of the peo- 
ple of the city when they read the report of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting the next morning, was Dr. 
Howard Crosby’s attitude. That eminent Presby- 
terian placed himself squarely upon the Freethinkers’ 
platform, that morality is not a part of religion, that 
morality can and should be taught without teaching 
religion, and that religion should not be taught in 
the public schools at all. 

Dr. Strong denounced the Catholic purpose to 
divide the school funds, and denied that the public 
schools are now Protestant. Speaking of the com- 
plaints made by Freethinkers (he called us Secular- 
ists), he said that the separation of church and state 
is well enough, but it does not necessarily involve 
the disregard of religion. He urged that it can be 
no violation of anybody’s right when undenomina- 
tional religion is taught, and this, he claimed, is all 
the religion that is taught—the great fundamental 
doctrin common to all monotheistic religions; that 


all the religion taught in the school] is necessary to 
make good moral training and instruction; that 
morality cannot be secured except by the sanction of 
religion ; that the state has the right to take one 
man’s money to educate the child of another only on 
the theory that the ignorant child is a danger to the 
state. 

Dr. Strong, evidently, is not a ere collector 
of facts, and, besides, is a strange reasoner. The 
very sect of which he is a member has a committee 
whose duty it is to endeavor to thrust Christianity 
upon the public schools, and to hav it legally taught 
in all public institutions of learning that (1) there is 
a personal God, that (2) each soul (the existence of a 
soul is assumed) is responsible to this God, that (3) 
this soul is immortal, that (4) there is a future state 
of reward and punishment, that (5) the Ten Com- 
mandments are of divine authority, that (6) the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is equally authoritativ, as given 
by the son of God, equal part of the trinity, and 
the savior of the world. If this be not the bedrock 
basis of Protestantism, Mr. Strong will greatly 
oblige by stating what is. And furthermore, this 
committee upon investigation found that substan- 
tially these doctrins are now taught in a large pro- 
portion of the schools of this state. Mr. Strong 
knows further, if he knows anything about the 
schools of this city, that the Protestant religion is 
taught at the “assemblies” before the regular 
school hours, and that the teachers would transfer 
those exercises to the regular schoo] hours were it 
not that the state department has ruled against it. 
The Editor of Tue Trur Seeker knows whereof he 
writes, for he has had a controversy with a school- 
teacher on this very question, and but a few weeks 
ago refused the solicitation of a teacher to allow his 
child to attend one of the “assemblies.” The sep- 


| aration of church and state logically necessitates the 


exclusion of all religion from the schools, and is to 
that extent a disregard of it; and it certainly 2s a 
violation of the rights of any objecting parent when 
teachers insist (as one once did with us) upon the 
attendance of his child upon religious services. 


The Rev. Dr. Greer, D.D., rector of St. Bartholo- 
mew's, followed Dr. Strong. Dr. Greer possesses 
more logical ability than Dr. Strong. He questioned 
the practicability of a complete observance of the 
American doctrin of the separation of church and 
state in any scheme of teaching religion in the 
schools without dogma. He could not conceive of a 
church without doctrin. He insisted that religion 
cannot be introduced into the public school unless 
it is doctrinal in the sense of being definit and pre- 
cise, and he would like to know what are the doctrins 
in which all the churches agree. He was not alarmed 
at the talk about godless schools. He could not see 
that it was any objection to a school of painting or 
bookkeeping that it was godless. 

The Rev. D. G. Wylie had less sense than Dr. 
Greer, though he correctly described the controversy 
as triangular—between the Secularists, the Catholics, 
and the religious unsectarians, as those call themselvs 
who under the guise of unsectarianism are seeking 
to engraft upon the schools the greater sectarianism 
of their particular superstition. Mr. Wylie made 
the absurd assertion that ‘it is no mixture of church 
and state to recognize Christian morality in the 
schools.” 

Then came the Rev. Howard Orosby, at once the 
strictest Presbyterian, the ablest man, and the most 
logical reasoner in that sect in this city. He said: 
* We hav got into an educational craze in this matter, 
and the way to get out of it is to limit the work of 
the state to where it belongs. We should no more 
expect to teach religion in the public schools than to 
teach it in a mechanic’s institute for the learning of 
a technical trade. We hav many excellent organiza- 
tions for benevolent work that are not concerned 
with the subject of religion. Are these benevolent 
institutions Atheistic or irreligious? I believe it is 
not the business of the state to teach religion. It is 
the business of the church. Before the state can 
teach religion it must get a little religion itself. Of 
course if we are to hav religion taught by the state 
in this democratic country, we shall hav it taught by 
the local government. What kind of a religion shall 
we get from the aldermen? The moment we go one 
step beyond what is the proper limit of a public 
school that moment we giv each sect a right to claim 
that its dogma shall be taught. The only safe way 
is not to teach any. We invite the people of all 
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creeds and nationalities here, and we hav no right to | Cairoli and Crispi, power has fallen into the hands of 


tax them to propagate our religious notions. It is 
not true that there is no difference between religion 
and morality. I say there is a practical difference. 
It is, for instance, a moral teaching to teach that 
there are three sing against man, namely, violence, 
falsehood, and uncleanliness. To teach children that 
these are wrong will not offend anyone. We cannot 
go further without teaching religion. But we can 
go that far without offending anyone in his religion. 
The state has no right to go further than to teach 
the simplest branches of education. The whole cur- 
rieulum can be gone through with in three years, 
and when we limit publie education to that, we ghall 
solve this problem, which has been agitating, and is 
agitating vs, and will continue to agitate us. We 
must learn that in our public schools we must recog- 
nize the rights of all.” 

Dr. Crosby answers the Rev. Mr. Wylie most 
effectivly, and also Senator Blair and those who 
advocate his educational amendment to our national 
Constitution. The state cannot possibly teach what 
it does not define. The state must judge what is 
true and what false religion, it must pronounce with 
authority of law what is to be taught, and then we 
shall hay an established religion, if not an established 
church. To sing Christian hymns, to read the Chris- 
tian Bible, to teach that hell and heaven are real 
places for the souls of men and women, is sectarian- 
ism even between the liberal and orthodox Christian 
sects, and as regards the Freethinker it is outrag- 
eous. Mr. Orosby is to be congratulated upon the 
clearness of his vision, and the friends of seculariza- 
lior are also to be congratulated upon their new and 
powerful ally. 

——————— $< 


The Church and the Government in Italy. 


There is, just now, great solicitude on the part of 
the American Catholics for the government of Italy. 
They seem to think that the Lord will take revenge 
upon it for the enactment of the “ Pious Works " 
bill, which removes the administration of the ** Opere 
Pie” from clerical to secular hands. The Opere Pie 
are immense funds accumulated through centurier, 
giving a yearly income of $27,000,000, which should 
be entirely appropriated for benevolent purposes to 
the needy people at large. An inquiry made by the 
government has proved that the clergy who hav the 
upper hand in this administration do not use the 
whole of the income for the right purpose, but use 
it to benefit those people who follow them blindly. 
In other words, they use this money, as they do all 
funds in their hands, to advance their own interests, 
The Pious Works bill, which has been carried through 
the Chamber of Deputies, is alleged by a journal in 
soliv sympathy with the Romanists to hav the two- 
fold sim of depleting the ranks of the clergy and of 
depriving them of this lever of influence which they 
hitherto hav wielded in the capacity of almsgivers. 
The bill will withdraw the funds of the charitable 
confraternities, which number about nine thousand, 
from the ecclesiastical hands by which they hav been 
administered and turn them over to boards chosen by 
the municipalities. Priests are expressly made in- 
eligible for membership in these boards. As each of 
these confraternities has up to this time had its 
chaplain who acted as almoner, some nine thousand 
of the minor Italian clergy will be stripped of their 
stipends at a stroke, and whatever gratitude the poor 
may henceforth feel for assistance rendered from 
eleemosynary funds will be gained or expected by 
lay officials and not by the priesthood. 

The enactment of this bill, thinks the journal 
quoted, threatens not only the security and dignity 
of the pope, but the very existence of the Catholic 
religion in Italy. This, it seems to us, is admitting 
at once that the adherence to the church of a large 
class of Italians depends upon their being bought 
by the church, and forms in itself a very good argu- 
ment for removing from the church the power to 
bribs the poor. Aud if religion shall suffer from the 
removal of the cause of corruption, so much the 
worse for religion. Any religion that must depend 
upon fraud and force for its continuance ought to go 
down. And the Catholic religion is an admirable in- 
stance in point. 

The bill, however, is looked at in another way by 
sympathizers with the Catholics. It is, they say, but 
a continuation of the policy of starving the church 
into submission: to the civil government. “Under 
the successiv ministries of the ex-Garibaldians, 


the advanced Radicals, and the legislature has shown 
itself as violently anti-clerical as is the Atheistic sec- 
tion of the French Republicans. No candid observer 
of the recent trend of things in Italy doubts that the 
law of papal guarantees is regarded by the Radical 
majority of the present legislature as a dead letter, 
and that if Leo XIII. should now signify a willing- 
ness to accept its provisions, he would be informed 
by Signor Crispi that his acquiescence came too late. 
The independence of the Vatican, which is still theo- 
retically acknowledged, has in practice been so nar- 
rowed that little remains to do but to deny to for- 
eign embassadors all access to the person of the 
pontiff. The Radicals, apparently, will not be satis- 
fied until they hav degraded the pope from the head- 
ship of Catholic Christendom to the position of an 
Italian Metropolitan.” 


The solicitude for the government, to which refer- 
ence has been made, is evoked by the pretended fear 
that the kingdom cannot survive the church. If 
King Humbert, they say, * has any loyal supporters, 
they ought to see that the interests of the Savoyard 
dynasty are seriously imperiled through the course 
pursued by the anti-clerical majority of the chamber. 
The blows, which are now leveled not only at the 
dignity and influence of the pope, but at the numbers 
and resources of the clergy, are obviously meant to 
shake the hold of the Catholic religion upon the 
masses of the Italian people. In any event these 
hostil demonstrations on the part of the legislature 
cannot but be detrimental to the house of Savoy. If 
they fail to alienate the bulk of the Italian popula- 
tion from their ancient faith and traditional religious 
teachers, resentment and indignation will lead faith- 
ful Catholics to welcome any external or internal 
movement against the existing régime. If the anti- 
clericals succeed in weaning the great body of Italians 
from Catholicism, the result will not be Protestantism, 
which in contemporary Europe makes no converts, 
but Atheistic Socialism. What has taken place in 
France and Germany will be witnessed in the Italian 
peninsula. The continental workingman, who in our 
day abjures Catholicism, does not become a follower 
of Luther or Calvin, but of Karl Marx. The author 
of ‘Das Kapital,’ unlike the reformers of the six- 
teenth century, assents to no compromise with 
princes, and is not more hostil to the altar than to 
the throne. It was Bismarck’s recognition of the 
fact that Socialism is the alternativ to Catholicism 
that caused him to abandon the Kulturkampf. It is 
strange that Signor Orispi, who professes devoted 
loyalty to King Humbert, and who studies so care- 
fully the conduct of the German chancellor, should 
not hav profited by this lesson. He should, one 
would think, perceive that in Italy, as in Germany, 
whatever may be the upshot of a duel between the 
civil power and religion, the cause of monarchy is 
sure to suffer. But perhaps Signor Crispi renders 
only lip-service to his sovereign. An avowed Atheist, 
an ardent admirer of Mazzini, and an ex-Garibaldian, 
he would scarcely be expected to deeply deplore the 
prospectiv advent of an Italian republic.” 

No doubt all this may be true. It is in any event 
the revealing of what, to Americans, and especially 
to American Freethinkers, is welcome intelligence. 
The altar and the throne hav both been ever inimical 
to the welfare of the people. If in their struggle 
with each other they are both destroyed there is 
cause for nothing but congratulations. The Free. 
thinkers of France hav made that country a republic, 
as the Freethinkers of America founded our own re- 
public, and the latest work of political and religious 
heresy is the republic of Brazil. And Castelar in 
Spain, Bradlaugh in England, Crispi in Italy, all 
working for freedom of mind and body, and all Free- 
thinkers—what does not the world owe to the here- 
lies ! 

The very fact that the stability of kingdom de- 
pends upon the retention of superstition and the 
power of the church to keep people ignorant and 
contented in their ignorance, is sufficient reason why 
the church should be deprived of that power. Be- 
tween Roman Catholicism and the Socialism of Karl 
Marx giv us the Socialism. The Socialists, at least, 
are trying to help the people, to improve the condi- 
tions of life, and to cultivate the reasoning faculties. 
The church is doing just the opposit of these. But 
we fancy the fear expressed proceeds rather from a 
desire to oppose the Pious Works bill than from a 
real belief that the alleged evils pictured would fol- 


57 


low the downfall of Cathclicism. France is referred 
to as a bad example, and one which Italy should re- 
fuse to follow. But while Radical France is Athe- 
istic, and the government is anti-clerical, France as a 
country is not Socialistie. The republicans rule, not 
the followers of Karl Marx. The men in high office 
are mainly Freethinkers, avowed and open, some of 
them Atheists; the policy of the government is hu- 
man not ecclesiastical, yet France is fairly prosper- 
ous, and certainly in no danger of a social revolution. 
And is there any record of any country which has 
not bettered itself by establishing a republic? 

As the church goes down the people come up. 
This is the lesson of history. 

— ep 


A Tridaum as a Prophylactic. 


The Catholic archbishop of Oregon proposes that 
his state, or at least the Roman Catholics of his 
state, shall be exempt from the grip of la grippe, 
and to accomplish this has ordered a triduum, or 
three days’ service. This is the way this eurer of 
souls doctors the grip: 


**Let us confess that we are sinners, and that the many 
blasphemies and other crimes deserve severe punishment. 
Let us beg of the sinless, immaculate mother of our Lord 
Jesus whose intercession is so powerful to pray her divine 
son that Oregon may be spared from this scourge. We 
therefore order that on the Sunday following the reception 
of this circular, the respectiv pastors shall read this letter 
during the holy mass, and invite the people to attend the serv- 
ices of a triduum which shall begin on the following Mon. 
day. During the triduum we order the divine sacrifice of 
the mass to be at a convenient hour in the morning. In the 
evening at a suitable hour, let the rosary be recited, the de- 
vout way of the cross be made, and all ending with benedic- 
tion of the blessed sacrament. 

tt We order that from the receipt of this circular until fur- 
ther orders, the reverend clergy will add in the holy mass 
the collect from the Missa Votiva, pro vitanda mortalitate, 
and recite after the mass with the people, one Our father and 
Hail Mary.” 

It will be interesting to learn what effect this 
method of treatment will hav on the disease, which 
here in the East yields not to quinine, aconite, or 
prayer. And if it once gets a good start in Oregon 
we fear that even if the Heil'Marys be doubled the 
people's bones vill ache and that they will sneeze 
and cough acd tike to their beds just as though the 
archbishop had said nothing. What if the arch- 
bishop himself should catch it! Two priests in this 
city hav died from it. 


—— —— 9-99 ————————- 


Why Mr. Pentecost Became au Anarchist. 


The following extract from a letter just received givs us 
the first inkling of the reason why our esteemed contempo- 
rary shunted off on to the sidetrack of Anarchy: 

: Mios. Nori: Jan: 12: 90. 

Drar Sır: I address myself respectivily on your inviting 
of your advertisement, what I find in the 20 Century, and I 
hav been writing 20 vears along and lately to the 20 Century 
and liberty and /ndividualism But seems are aversed to my 
writing and put postal stamps in the letters to send reply 
back on the manuscrips also the Standard But no sign of 
acceptance and wrote even from 10 months backward nigh 
every week and the only reference made by the Twenty Cent- 
ury was when he said ‘‘I hav learned that valuable ideas 
sometimes come from very obscure persons who caunot 
spell well or put their sentence together grammatically” and 
did not print them. And with my writing made him a 
anarchist and admonished him to take first the beam out of 
his own eyes and then could he clearly see to take out the 
mote. 

If we had received a letter like that ‘‘nigh every week” 
for ten months there is no telling what impossible visions we 
might now see. Mr, Pentecost is hereby exonerated from 


all blame fcr his Anarchy. 
—— Oto 


Tur Cleveland Leader and Herald relates these stories of 
the rapacity of the priests of that city: “The priest of a 
Bohemian church called on a Catholic servant-girl who is 
employed on East Madison avenue and demanded a contri- 
bution for his church. She said she would contribute a dol- 
lar, although she did not feel that she could spare it, as she 
needed clothes for winter. She went to her room and 
returned with a $5 bill, which she asked the priest to change 
for her. He put the bill in his pocket and started away. 
She protested that she must hav the four dollars in change 
back, as she needed it to buy shoes. The priest was inexo- 
rable. He said that she ought to giv $5—that, in short, she 
rust giv it, even if she had to go without shoes. Saying 
which he walked away with the $5, being nothing legs than 
a common thief so far as the $4 is concerned. Of course 
the girl will not prosecute the thief, because of the abjectness 
of the servitude in which she is under to him. He may 
invent some punishment for her because the incident has got 
into print. Another East End servant-girl had but two cents 
with her one Sunday to put in the contribution plate. This 
fact was noted and she was told that the next week she must 
contribute $1 to make up for this small amount. Of course 
she did so, although she was obliged to borrow the money.” 

————— to 

Tug TRurE SEEKER Company’s Catalog of Freethought, 

Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 25, 1880. 


Zellers from Friends. 


YuaonioRAM, B. C., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epıror: Inclosed find $3.25 for my Bible for another 
yéar, and the ANNUAL. ‘Keep up the pictures by all means. 
R. M. Morrison. 


= SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.25—$1 toward the pictures 
and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. H. CELLER. 


Betis PrarNE, Ia., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mz. Epriror: I inclose money for two renewals and two 
ANNUALS. Do not stop the pictures. C. P. Hosmer. 


BTRASBURG, ILL., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I will hav Taz TRUTH BEEEKER, pictures or 
no pictures, but vote for the pictures. H. BERNHARD. 


Frora, Inp., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Eniror: Find inclosed $5.20 for renewal and books 
named. I vote, continue the cartoons. — JogN BARNARD. 


Yares Orry, ILL., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $3.25 for renewal of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and the ANNUAL. I can get along with or without 
pictures. C. L. ROBERTS. 


CoarPonr, Pa., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2.25—$1 for Tur 
Trot SEEKER four months, $1 in support of the cartoons, 
and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. Jos. Ruopx. 


LxoN, Kax., Jan. 3, E.M. 290. 
Mr. Epnrrog: Send the ANNuaL. Hold the illustrations if 
possible, though several correspondents kick nearly as bad 
88 the proverbial kicker on which Christ rode. 
f H. B. Mirxs. 


Boston, Mass., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I will send $1 to help on the pictures, which 
are immense. What a fertil brain the artist must hav to 
catch on to all the subjects of the day to illustrate! 
B. D. Franois. 


San BERNARDINO, Car., Dec. 21, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed money for the paper and the 
ANNUAL. The Mormons and Catholics will hav to be disfran- 
chised before the government can become Liberal. 
Joun Bortoms. 


Davis, IrL., Jan. 3, 1890. 
Mz. Eprros: Please find inclosed $3.25, to apply on my 
subscription and for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. I would 
like to contribute something toward keeping up the pictures 
in the paper, but cannot afford it at present. E. Crank. 


» Mr. Union, Jan. 3, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Renew the two subscriptions and send two 
Awnuats. Do not drop the pictures. I can get more sub. 
scribers with them than I can without them. I will send 
you a new subscriber. JOSEPH FITZPATRIOK. 


S. OrseLio, N. Y., Dec. 29, 289. 
Mz. Epırorg: I hav been very anxious for weeks to learn 
what you had to say about your ''independent slate-writ- 
ing ” experience, so I will add twenty-five cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL, which has it. Mars. Mary Prox. 


CATES, IND., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $5.50, for which please con- 
tinue my subscription and send the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for 1890, and also please send the same to the additional ad- 
dress inclosed. We want the pictures to keep going. 
Yours truly, Jonn H. Van Sioxrz. 


Hopson, Wis., Jan. 2, 290. 
Mr. Ep:tor : I should not like to see the illustrations dis- 
continued. I think I can send you one or two new sub- 
scribers by the first of February. You may send me two 
copies of the ANNUAL. Yours truly, CHARLES Hanson. 


MARSHFIELD, ORE., Dec. 17, 1889. 

- Mz. Eprroz : I cannot think of doing without the paper. 
Its contents furnish an indispensable brain food. I hav been 
trying to get a new subscriber to join me, but so far hav 
failed. Wishing you great success, and that the pictures 
may continue, I am, Yours truly, W. A. GILMORE. 


Lexineron, KY., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Do not discontizue the pictures by any 
means. "They are just what nine-tenths of the Liberals like, 
And Liberals patronize the paper, not the orthodox element, 
I am sure. It is not expected that the pictures are to 
catch the orthodox eye. - W. H. TYREE. 


Gorpon, Nzs., Dec. 30, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find draft for $10.50— $5 to apply 
on my subscription and the balance for the ANNUALS for 
1889 and 1890, and other books. I like the pictures, and will 
do my best to get a new subscriber. I think I can send you 
one or two before long. C. W. BurrR. 


Crvpz, Mion., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Msz. Epiror: Find inclosed money for Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
and two ANNUArs. If you hav any leaflets for free distribu- 
tion, send. I will dispose of them. Continue the pictures. 
When Samson is through, giv us Lot's wife, but never the old 
fellow and the girls. Wu. T. HEDDEN. 


ASHLAND, Org., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Msz. Epitor: Inclosed please find $10.25 for renewals of 
myself and friend to the good old TRUTH BxzxER and for the 


] it and its Editor. 


ANNUAL. As we could not get any subscribers, the best we 
could do is to send you our subscriptions for two years in 
advance. By all means continue the pictures, if you can 
without too much loss. O. Coorrper. 


Forreston, ILL., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6, for which send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER two years, two ANNUALS, and two copies ‘ Bible 
Morals,” by Remsburg. Continue the cartoons. I think 
they are all right. Many of them are very good. I will do 
what I can to increase the circulation of THE TRUTH BSEEKER. 
l C. E. Nioopemus. 


San Jose, CAL., Dec. 27, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4.25, for which please send 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER for 1890. And use $1 for the illustra- 
tion fund, to enable you to keep the pictures in TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, by all means. I think it is the easiest way to con- 
vince people of the folly of Christianity. I send twenty-five 
cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. L. MAGENHEIMER. 


ATLANTA, Ga., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: 
scription and to pay for Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year to the 
new subscriber whose name and address I send you. Please 
send me the TRUTH SEEKER Annuat for this year. I like the 
pictures by Mr. Heston. It affords me pleasure to assure 
you that Freethought is steadily advancing and growing in 
the South. OsoA& PARKER. 


Horton, Jan. 1, 290. 
Mr. Eprror: I tried to get you & new subscriber, but 
failed on account of hard times, but will do the next best 
thing by sending you a '*V" for THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
books. As for the pictures, keep Heston employed, Mr. 
Parton notwithstanding. Mr. Parton probably has done a 
good deal for Freethought, but that should not license him 

to be insulting. Yours for truth, J. W. Soorr. 


SEYMOUR, IND., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: I inclose $12 for renewal, the ANNUAL, and 
books according to inclosed list. As for me and my house, 
we vote for the pictures, with improvements. We would 
take THE Trora SxkEKER pictures or no pictures, but not 
without the editorials. The answer to the Independent is 
worth a year’s subscription to Taz Tegur BEEKER. Long liv 

Josera KENG. 


Avooa, N. Y., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz : Inclosed find money for subscription and the 
ANNUAL. I would prefer to hav the pictures in the paper, 
but as Iam not in financial circumstances to warrant con- 
tributing anything in shape of ** In God we trust," I will not 
vote to hav them in or out, although I profess to be a mem- 
ber of the house. Keep Tue TRUTH SEEKER afioat, cartoons 

or not. Smas HALLOOK. 


PARKDALE, Toronto, Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $2 on account for THE 
TEUTH SEEKER, except for one ANNUAL for 1890. I hope you 
will not discontinue the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. If 
the number of new subscribers do not come up to your wish 
just at the present time, why, there is no doubt but in a 
little time you will hav no reason to complain on that ac- 

count. Yours truly, I. D. GREAVES. 


BAVANA, IrL., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Please find inclosed $5.25 for subscription 
of Tue Terura SEEKER for two years and twenty-five cents 
forthe TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. Iam a little late to pay in 
advance, but I thought it would better enable you to keep 
on with Mr. Heston’s pictures. I think they do a great 
deal of good. They are just the thing to call Christians’ at- 

tention, and they will get: to read the paper. 
Truly yours, G. H. HOLZGBAFE. 


Monre Vista, CoL., Dec. 26, E.M. 289. 
Mz. Epiror: I hope I am not too late in casting my vote 
for continuing the pictures in our paper. But you know 
how slowly the mills of Liberalism are grinding. Please 
find inclosed the names of three new subscribers, with the 
cash so essential to finding and spreading the truth to the 
millions of mentally enslaved human beings in this so-much- 

boasted-of free country. Do not forget the ANNUAL. 
A. Manson. 


Agtor, FLA., Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror; Inclosed please find $5 to renew my sub. 
scription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, the best paper in the 
country. Send me the ANNUAL and apply the balance to the 
pictures or Watson Heston. Long may heliv. I cannot find 
a new subscriber here. I gave them my papers to read, I 
gave them pamphlets, and talked to them—all was of no use. 
Iam willing to pay fifty cents more for the paper to keep the 

pictures. Yours very truly, Jonn Kane. 


Gren Farrs, N. Y., Dec. 30, 1889. 
Mr. Epitor: I think it would be far better to devote the 
space occupied by the pictures in Taz TEUTH BEEKER toa 
discussion of ways and means of providing the people with 
cheaper Gods. We do not need to resort to the methods of 
our greatest enemy, the Roman Catholic church, to support 
our cause. - The hanging up of some dead Jew, in Heston's 
Style, contains no argument of the justice of our cause. 

Giv us more argument and less trash. Isaao Lewis. 


New Haven, Conn., Dec. 80, 1889. 
Mz. Eprron: I hav taken the paper for the year, and must 
say that it is the finest paper I ever read. I hope the pictures 
will continue. Long life to Watson Heston. It is certain 
that the pictures do more good than they do hurt, as I can 
induce people to look at them who otherwise would not look 


Herewith I hand you $7.50 for my sub- 


at.the paper at all. Iexpected to hav two new subscribers 
by this time, but at the last moment they refused because 
their wives made such & fuss. Inclosed find $3.25 for the 
paper and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. J. Q. BUTTON. 


Braver Dam, Wis., Jan. 6, E.M. 290. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $10.50 to be applied to 
three renewals and two ANNUALS, and $1 of it to work here- 
tofore performed on illustrations of Tux TRUTH BEEKER by 
Watson Heston. AsIcannot get a new subscriber, I do the 
next best thing. Iam in favor of the cartoons not only on 
the first page but on the last page as well. If the pictures 
should be continued, you can count on me for another dol- 

lar or & new subscriber at my next renewal. 
` Very truly yours, ANDREW WILLARD. 


Howanp, Kan., Jan. 7,:290. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find renewal, and two new names 
for a continuance of pictures. I do not want to see the pict- 
ures go, as I can keep the paper in the shop where I am at 
work and by showing the pictures can get some interested. 
This is a hot-bed of orthodoxy, but by a continuance of the 
same medicin in the future as in the past I think some good 
may come out of it. Hoping you will get enough new sub- 
scribers to keep the pictures in, I remain, 

Yours in Universal Mental Liberty, 


BanTLEY, Nrs., Dec. 28, 1889. 
Mz. Epiror: As tbe cash down commands a vote on the 
pictures, here is-eurs, $3.75—$3 for subscription another 
year, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL for 1890, and fifty 
cents for the pictures. Mr. R. A. Smiley’s views are mine— 
that the cartoons are more valuable than more space devoted 
to longer articles sometimes. I became first acquainted with 
James Parton when 8 child, reading his interesting and in- 
structiv biographical sketches in the Youth's Companion, and 
though his opinions are highly respected, we beg leave to 

differ with him in regard to the pictures. 
Respectfully yours, Mes. R. E. Geonaz. 


SonANTON, PA., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $5. In return send all the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS from 1884 to 1888, and two for 1890. 
I hav feared that I should hav to giv up reading entirely. I 
hav only glanced at Taz TRUTH SEEKER for the past three 
years, but I hav let others read it and kept it on file. I hav 
been with Taz TRUTH SEEKER from its commencement, and 
with the Boston Investigator thirty-eight years, and my inter- 
est in the cause has never abated in the least. And if my 
financial ballast was heavy enough I would furnish something 

that would ‘‘make Rome howl,” as the saying goes. 
J. F. Green. 


Erx Grove, CAL., Dec. 28, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: Your urgent request to delinquent subscrib- 
ers reminds me that more than a year ago I ordered THE 
TRUTH SEEKER sent to the herein-named friend. Be kind 
enough to teli me whether she has renewed. If not, I will. 
Iam making a great effort to send you some new names 
soon. This month I hav mailed twenty-four packages of 
TRUTH SEEKERS to as many persons; hav written six letters 
in your interest, and hav received the promis of one name. 
If I do not send a half dozen names within the next two 
months, I shall be greatly disappointed. I say, stick to the 
pictures if you can possibly afford it. Send AwNuars to the 

addresses inclosed. J. H. ATKINS. 


F. SrALLSMITH. 


WESTMINSTER, CAL., Dec. 26, 289. 
Mz. Epiroz: I feel a little disappointed in not getting a 
new subscriber. Most likely I can send you a little money 
for a few books in place of a subscriber, though I do not in- 
tend to giv up inquiry among those where there i8 the least 
prospect. AsIbecome more acquainted, chances will im- 
prove. December 16th I sent for the ANNvAL—what one I 
may not hav said through carelessness, but you might guess 
it was the last one, as I expect to hav all the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUALS in the future as long as I liv. Those of the past 
are in my house with my books. Continue Taz TaurH 

SEEKER pictures by Heaton by all means. 
Luxe WN. GALLUPr. 


ManonzsTER, Mo., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Ms. Epiror: Inclosed you will find $5.45—$3 for Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER and $2.45 for the books named. I hav never 
taken THe TRUTH SEEKER by mail yet, but hav bought it 
from a newsdealer from time totime. It will be cheaper for 
me and better for you to get it regularly by mail. I am 
greatly pleased with Heston’s cartoons, and would be sorry 
to see them discontinued. With the great mass of mankind, 
they are more effectiv than a labored argument. Ridicule is 
8 powerful weapon, and is more dangerous to false pretenses 
than argument, and in your battle with superstition you can 

not afford to lay aside any of your weapons. 
C. W. Cainzs. 


Br. Joseren, Mo., Jan. 2, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find money for renewal, 
books, and the ANNUAL, and $1 for the Literature Fund. I 
see that Mr. John Peck and I had the same experiences 
about horse-kicks. Mr. Peck’s writing just fits my brain. 

Mr. J. Bird wants some proofs of the rotundity of the 
earth. Does he not see the sun rise and set? The shadow 
of the earth on the moon is round, when there is an 
eclipse. If we travel east or west we shall come back to the 
same place. In the frigid zones, one part of the summer the 
sun does not set at all, but seems to go around above the 
horizon. Is that not proof? If not, what is. 

Mr. J. H. Wood wants no taxation of any kind. He wants 
the government to issue greenback money. But greenbacks 
are not money. They are notes that must be paid by taxa- 
tion, like everything. Taxation is necessary to pay govern. 
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ment expenses. Greenbacks are notes that hav to be paid 
as well as other notes. CHARLES LAMBERT. 


: CENTRAL Crry, Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Great men will make great blunders, is the 
old saying, and it repeats itself so often. Is it possible that 
James Parton is going back on us? I think he will be sorry 
for his utterances against the pictures, like Grover Cleveland 
with his free trade doctrin. I hav 8 family of six children, 
and Tur TnurH Szexer, which is the best of all periodicals, 
reaches me every Sunday, and is indeed a welcome visitor. 
One of my children made the remark the other day that Mr. 
Heston *' forgot the monkey,” so you see even “ the children 
cry for it.” And therefore the vote cast in my family is by 
acclamation for Watson Heston and plenty of pictures. 
Yours for pictures by all means, A. B. BLEYER. 


CoruxBvus, O., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Apropos the pictures. Illustrate alternate 
numbers, or as many as you can afford. Those in favor 
could not expect more, while Mother Grundy could use the 
blanks for missionary work without making rubicund the old 
jady’s cheek of modesty. But the cartoons are mild com- 
pared with the idiocy which they are intended to caricature 
and it is only false modesty that objects to them. Let the 
phantom of immodesty and imbecility “ cover its eyeless sock- 
ets with its fleshless hands and fade forever from the imagi- 
nations of men.” Wishing that you may grow fatin laughing 
at the different whims of your subscribers; I am for Tux 
TRUTA SEEKER, pictures or no pictures.. . *J. J. BURDGE. 


. GILMAN, ILL., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5.25 for renewal, books, 
and the ANNUAL. I am doubtful as to the illustrations, 
Often, when requesting a pious neighbor to read some article 
that strikes me as being particularly good, one look at the 
pictures and he will hand it back to me with the remark, 
“ That is all I want of that.” Still, I like them, and am well 
content to let you manage that business. We hav six 
churches and five saloons in this place, population twelve 
hundred, and as I take no stock in either I am lonesome, as 
there are no other places of amusement. I hav just finished 
reading Herndon’s ‘ Life of Lincoln,” and think it the best 

history I ever read. It tells the truth. H. C. MosnER. 


CARTHAGE, Mo., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Enitor : I for one protest against Mr. Parton’s idea of 
disposing of the pictures. I say, keep them in. They are 
the life of your paper, and are doing good work. I think 
anyone who fails to see the good they are doing for the cause 
of Infidelity had better go back to the church and pray a lit- 
tle while longer, for to him the ninth day has not yet come. 
He should be allowed longer time to get his eyes open. As 
to the art displayed in the pictures, no one expects steel 
engravings. And as to the vulgarity in them, anyone kick- 
ing from that view-point had better read the old part of the 
Bible and compare notes. Mr. Heston need not expect to 
please all. Christ, even, did not, and all Christians say he 
was perfect; which is much more than we claim for Brother 

Heston. Inclosed find remittance for the Annuar for 1890. 
Yours fraternally, Mrs. Gro. W. Koontz. 


Bie Sprines, Tex., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: The pictures suit me first-rate. True, a 
Christian cannot be induced to read the paper when he sees 
a picture of that kind. Like an American by Limburger 
cheese—the smell keeps him from eating, but it tastes better 
than it smells. Tse TRUTH ÑEEKER will not make many con- 
verts, but it is ** awful good readin’ " for old soldiers in the 
heretical camp, and mainly they are the ones to please. The 
man who subscribes and pays for his paper needs to be 
served first, the Christian afterward. Please your patrons. 
The school-house and history will make all the Infidels the 
country needs, if patronized. Tu TRUTH Szrxer is for my 
private enjoyment ‘‘ on the side.” It is not too radical. It 
cannot well convert anyone, but does its good in confirming 
and comforting him who is already firm in the faith. May 

you succeed. A VETERAN. 


MApISONVILLE, Ky., Dec. 24, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: By all means keep Heston’s cartoons before 
the people. I hav been eager to see his picture of the Lord 
when he got into such a rage, and Moses cooled him down 
so quick by reminding him that the Egyptians would hear it, 
and they would tell the Canaanites, and they would poke 
fun at him (Num. xiv, 13-20)! He acknowledges that he 
would hav played the devil and smashed things, but he 
** feared the wrath of the enemy " lest they would say, ‘“ The 
Lord hath not done all this" (Deut. xxxii, 26, 27)! I hav 
been thinking for some time of writing some articles for THE 
Truta Bxxkzn, setting forth some of the lies, exaggerations, 
contradictions, incredible and inconsistent yarns, false 
prophecies, etc., of the holy Bible, but hav never got 
at itas yet. I think I will send one along soon. I inclose 

twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Yours respectfully, CorzBY A. Smits. 


WILKESBARRE, PA., Jan. 8, 1890. 

Mr. EpiroR: Inclosed you will find $4. Send me the 
paper for one year and the ANNuaL. The seventy-five cents 
you may apply to the production of the pictures. I hav for 
years sent my subscription one year at a time instead of $5 
for two years. I thought the half dollar would aid in the 
illustrations, which are very cutting and shocking to those 
who fear the truths they lay open. It is true that many of 
the Bible pictures are more laughable than instructiv, but 
you will please to remember what trashy subjects Heston has 
to work on. My opinion is, giv us the pictures by al] means, 
for those who will not read Ingersoll or anybody else will 
get a shock of mirth or ridicule when they look or Heston’s 
work. One friend will cal] occasionally and inquire * about 


those ungodly pictures," and he even relishes them, although 
they are driving daggers at the superstition and nonsense he 
was taught from childhood, and after a while he may want 
to subscribe for it so as to see them all.. J. R. Perry. 


Forzstrort, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1890. . 
Mx. Eprron: I inclose $5, for which you will send one of 
your binders, also a copy of the ANNUAL, and apply the bal- 
ance on subscription. I would send a new subscriber if I 
could—not for the sake of continuing the pictures, for I 
think they do more harm than good, especially those on the 
last page. Those wretched cartoons are the first part that 
meet the eye, and to most people they convey an impression 
that the whole thing is rude, vulgar, and obscene, both 
inside and outside. The same opinion is very apt to be ex- 
tended to the person offering the paper, and all are con- 
demned and rejected together without trial or examination. 
I know I hav found it so with parties who were very far 
from being zealous defenders of church or creed, and who I 
verily believe would hav read the paper and found some- 
thing in it to approve and admire had they not been repelled 
and disgusted at the very outset. I hope you will get those 
five hundred extra subscribers, and many more with them, 
but I say again it would be easier to get them if the pictures 
were abolished. JEREMIAH O'BRIEN. 


Manvison, GA., Jan. 6, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5; apply $3 to renewal, $1 to 
the cartoon fund, and the balance to sending ANNUALS. I 
think Heston's delineations are fine—too good to be lost. 
Every picture is an instructiv chapter in the history of the 
past, and some are that in the history of the present and 
future. .If man does not love picture-writing, it is a mis- 
fortune to him. For much of our fine poetry and prose are 
picture-writing, and could be portrayed more plainly in car- 
toons. To keep the delineations of Mr. Heston alive in THE 
TEUTA SEEKER is the easiest thing in the world. The way is 
this: in addition to your subscription let every lover of the 
pictures do as I hav done—plank down $1 for the fund, and 
if this is not sufficient, add annually $2 to the fund. And I 
for one will annually contribute $5 for the same purpose 
rather than lose a picture from one number. I know Chris- 
tians do not like them, because they make the truth too plain. 
Take the drawings out of the Scientific American or Harpers’ 
Weekly and their value would be very much lessened. Now, 
subscribers to TuE TRUTH BEEKEE, think on this thing and 
act promptly. A. A. BELL, M.D. 


Poxt Huron, Mion., Jan. 8, 1890. 

Mr. Eprro2: Inclosed please find the money for two sub- 
scribers. I am a Spiritualist, and know that we liv after the 
change styled death. All things are composed of spirit and 
matter, and the pictures are the spirit of your journal, and 
when they cease, your sheet will be a stranger to my house- 
hold. I must deny Mrs. Foster’s assertions that the pictures 
** gre vile and shocking.” Whenever truth becomes offensiv 
to any person that individual should join the church, as this 
fraud has blighted the progress of earth's children for ages 
under the plea that ** we dare not let our offspring see or 
know the truth." The same howl was made about Thomas 
Paine’s book, ‘‘The Age of Reason." There has been no 
picture or cartoon in your paper that has been offensiv to 
decency or taste, unless the Christians admit that their in- 
spired word of God isa fraud on the people. The notice 
you publish from a church organ shows that the spirit is at 
work, and will bring the foolish out of the mud of igno- 
rance. I earnestly ask that each reader of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER will get one or two subscribers and forward tlie cash 
for the same, and all who are in arrears pay up at once, and 
thus by all means keep up the cartoons on “holy writ,” 
as they are doing more to destroy the church than one hun- 
dred volumes of books could do. W. E. LEONARD. 


EvuazNz, Orr., Dec. 30, 1889. 

Mz. Eprrog: Hoping to get new subscribers I hav delayed 
my renewal toolong. Herewith I remit $8.50 for renewal, 
and for the ANNUAL and Ingersoll’s ** Defense of Reynolds.” 
I also send money and name of a new subscriber. THE 
TRUTH BEEKER is good enough for me with or without the 
pictures. But I think that the cartoons make a valuable 
supplement. I can never get done laughing at many of 
them. They furnish an impressiv panorama of those mon- 
strous phases of imposture and revolting absurdity which 
the church hes solong protected under the mask of ‘‘ sacred ” 
faith and fiction. Suppose some of the pulpit-jugglers may 
be shocked into their holy colic of indignation, and that some 
of the yawning superstitious dreamers should be startled by 
the Heston logic, can they elude the challenge and the awak- 
ening of their normal intuition of reason and fact? As one 
gun, or class of guns, may not reach all the theological owls, 
Iam more than willing for Heston to blazeaway. It appears 
to me that the field is wide, various, and needy enough to 
giv room and work for all. : 

The theocracy are still making adroit use of all arts in 
order to gull and enslave the people. They still hav a pain- 
ful hankering after the good old fashions. These self- 
inspired oracles of divine wind want to yet extend and main- 
tain their absolute power over heaven, earth, and hell. They 
want to renew the terrors of the Dark Ages so that the church 
can again confiscate all the wealth and learning of the world, 
and waste all on the shrines of fabulous gods, saints, and 
saviors, and the holy clergy contro] it all, under the supreme 
authority of the gracious old Bible Inquisition. Oh, yes, in 
that sad day of priestly triumph the modern Brunos would 
hav to bleed and writhe and roast. But our multitudes of 
good and honest people, who hav for ages received the hered- 
itary taint of religious insanity, must be restored to their 
normal reason. For this we work and hope, for friend or 
foe, that we and they may enjoy the blessings of a truly re- 
publican government, J. C. Suonanass, 


Tzxas, Miom., Jan. 2,1890. 

Mr. EpiTOR: Find inclosed cash for the TRUTH -SEEKER 
AÀNNUAL for 1890. We hav sent you new subscribers in the 
past, and will do so in future as opportunity presents.. My 
vote on the illustrations is, let them come. "They. are good 
object-lessons. They are ideas clothed or materialized. As 
to the bad effect on Christians, I hav this to say. I a&m a 
Spiritualist, and we invite all critics who hav investigated 
modern Spiritualism to point out its weak points. We are 
ready to drop it when it is found- unsound. Now, I contend 
that when there is put forth any creed or statement for gen- 
eral acceptance by the people that is an insult to known fact, 
such as are a thousand and one Bible stories said to be the 
word of God, the people hav a perfect right to investigate or 
criticise in any way best suited to attract a reasoning mind. 
Now, when the Bible says God will. not show his face but 
will condescend to show his back, it awakens all the mirth- 
fulness in the nature of anyone who is not filled with su- 
perstition. Do Christians go around on tip-toe for fear of 
hurting the feelings of all classes who do not indorse their 
religion? Not much. Do Bible-believers in their public 
ministrations giv liberty to investigators to ask questions? 
Emphatically, no. They well know their dogmas cannot 
stand the test of common sense. There is no better way to 
reform a drunkard than to show him his picture in all its 
hideousness. All people of the present day can know about 
the Bible isto take it just as it reads (and that is bad enough), 
and, considering its claim of divinity, make it a subject of 
ridicule. So let it come. I hav no great admiration for 
weak-kneed Liberals. The fact is, they are not more than 
half converted from orthodoxy. I am utterly opposed to 
false pretenses. This wheedling Christians into our ranks 
by mixing superstition of the past with practical common 
sense of the present day, is unfair. I detest a lie, even if it 
is adorned with gray hairs. Come off the fence, let us be on 
one side or the other. L. 8. Burpiox. 


EunzkA Springs, ARK., Jan. 9, 1890. 

Mx. Eprrog: In sending a renewal of my subscription, I 
had not seen your article calling for expression of opinion 
on Mr. Heston's cartoons. If I had, I should hav inclosed 
a '* V" instead of a three, for two years. As it is, I now 
send you $2, which, with the $3 sent, makes the $5 for two 
years. I had rather hav got you another subscriber. I find 
8 few that would subscribe, but cannot afford it, and others 
that cannot hav manliness to face the current of religious 
superstition. I make ita rule to read the paper I take and 
hand it over to such as will read. 

We hav here & simon-pure dudish Baptist minister. Ihav 
been told by many that in one of his late sermons he de. 
clared that the moral man was the worst one we hav among 
us. I notice in our courts we hav criminals that are Chris. 
tians arraigned and convicted for almost every felonious act. 
If the minister is not a liar, would it not be better for Chris- 
tians to influence our legislators o enact a law making ita 
felony to do good, love mercy, act ustly, etc., at the same 
time repealing all laws that would puish a Christian for a 
present violation of law? Let the laws be so they can 
be enforced only against the disbeliever or one not à mem- 
ber of any Christian denomination. For all powers that be 
»re of God, and God will surely protect his own followers. 
Let the disbeliever and him that does not show his belief by 
the roll of the church be amenable only to the laws made by 
man. 

Imyself am pleased with the pictures. I think Mr. Hes- 
ton sims to giv a correct expression from the Bible as he 
understands it. To do him justice, we are bound by all 
rules of fairness to suppose so. What if a few should differ 
with him in the conception of some? Are Christians agreed 
on their own book? Has not this very discord been the 
cause of so many Christian denom nations? Does anyone 
suppose that the pictures given by Christians of Christ are 
anything like the Jew they worship asa God? They may 
not be thankful, and hate Mr. Heston for furnishing them. 
Is that any worse than hating the Jews that furnished them 
a God? Some write they are coarse. Let such but revert 
back to the history of the times of these enactments and see 
if they really do not flatter. Could the pictures of some be 
made more horrifying than the performance? The one rep- 
resenting the burning of Bruno may offend some Catholics, 
but if it does it is pleasing to the Protestants. A picture 
portraying the burning of Michael Servetus under the gov- 
ernment of John Calvin may offend Presbyterians and all 
followers of John Calvin. If it does, it is to the gratification 
of other Protestants and to the great delight of the Catho- 
lics. If the pictures giv offense to most Christians, it is not 
because they do not represent the truth, but because they 
do. The taking of offense is but an acknowledgment of 
conscious guilt. How could a cartoon eliciting in a Chris- 
tian a sense of shame for the cause he adheres to be other- 
wise than productiv of good? I hav heard Christians sing : 

Ashamed of Jesus? Just as soon 
Ashamed of midnight and of noon. 

If these people are in truth not ashamed of their religion, 
why should they be offended at a truthful representation of 
it? How could they be conscientious in their faith and be 
offended at a correct representation of a picture? Isa dis- 
believer in Christianity offended by being called an Infidel, 
and would a picture representing his non-acceptance ef the 
miraculous, etc., be offensiv to him? Should a drunkard 
that really believes that drunkenness is right, be offended at 
a cartoon representing 8 drunkard as he is when drunk? 
And would you withhold such cartoons simply because they 
would giv offense to that class that so debase themselvs? 
These pictures cause many to refer to the book, read on the 
subject cartooned, and to ponder and think. Might not this 
lead to investigation? And if it did, we know with what 
result, Jozi Haves. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Raited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Light and Airy. 
A BOY'S FIRST TROUSERS. 
Aman may arise to the loftiest station 
And hearken to words that are spoken in praise, 
Be chosen to fill a high place in the nation, 
And favored and honored in numerous ways; 
But none of the gifis which in manhood hav 
sought him 
So filled up his being with wonderful joy; - 
Or bright dreams of things yet to be ever brought 
him. 
As the first pair of trousers he wore when a boy. 


When a boy's kilted skirts are no longer deemed 
` proper, 
The babies who wear them must then stand 
aside; 
He's grown all at once to a wonderful whopper, 
And small fry must by his decisions abide. 


He feels he is one of the lords of creation, 
And straightway proceeds all his rights to en- 
oy. 
There's nothing can bring such a great transfor- 
mation : 

As the first pair of trousers we wore when a boy. 

—Chicago Herald. 
— — —9-4———— ————— 
Notice. 

Some three months ago two prizes of $5 
each were offered in the Corner, one for the 
best essay on Morality, and the other for the 
best short story relating to some scientific 
Subject. So few responses hav been received, 
we hav decided to extend the time to March 
15th. 

The design of these prizes is to stimulate 


thought. Look over back numbers of the 
Cotner to October ist and note the condi- 
tions of the offer. Do not think you are not 
able to compete, but.try; do your best. 
Ep. C. C. 
i 


“How a Toad Undressed Itself.” 


A roar of laughter from the backyard 
reused Mrs, Lee from her afternoon nap with 
8 start that get her head to aching very vio- 
lently. She had lain down to try and sleep 
off a disagreeable headache and was peace- 
fully resting on the sofa in her cool and dark- 
ened parlor, lost to everything around her in 


8 quiet sleep, when her children startled her 
with their merry laughter. 

“Oh, dear,” she thought, as she pressed 
her hands to her throbbing temples, ‘‘I shall go 
wild if this headache doesn’t leave me soon.” 
And she closed her eyes to try and sleep 
again, when the children’s merriment took 
extra force and the laughter changed to a 
scream which sounded as if it might be made 
to scare away a troop of Indian braves, in 
. war paint and scalping-knife, that was swoop- 
ing down on them from some secret ambush. 

t Rest is impossible,” she sighed, ‘‘ with 
such a noisy group of children at play so 
near the house.” And she rose languidly and 
threw open the blinds of the window that 
opened toward the garden. The children all 
stood in a circle watching something on the 
ground, and the screams of laughter told too 
well that they had found something unusual, 
and Mrs. Lee stepped out on the porch, half 
forgetting her headache in the wonder and 
excitement of the moment. 
` '' O mamma!” cried little Ollie, as she saw 
her mother watching them from the porch 
where she was standing. ‘‘Come here and 
see what we hav found !” 

** Do come, mamma,” cried all the children 
in chorus, as they clapped their hands and 
shouted again at the top of their voices. 

*‘ Hush, children," said Mrs. Lee, as she 
came slowly down the walk. ‘You are 
making too much noise. You will excite the 
curiosity of the whole neighborhood if you 
are not more quiet.” 

** You will laugh, too,” cried Willie, in his 

. boisterous way, ‘‘when you see what this 
toad is doing." And they made room for her 
in the circle. : 

Mrs. Lee came upon the scene just in time 
to see the toad giv its last swallow and then 
hop away. 

** That is really amusing, children, and out 
of the ordinary run of a toad’s conduct, but I 
guess I shall not laugh very heartily," said 
Mrs. Lee, though she could not help but 
smile at ihe crestfallen appearance of ihe 
children who stood around in blank amaze- 
ment. 

* Could a toad cause all this noise by 
merely swallowing as if it had been eating, 


devour ?” said their mother. 

* Oh, mamma, the toad undressed itself,” 
said Willie, ‘‘and it was the funniest sight I 
ever saw.” 

Just then another large toad attracted their 
attention, a few feet away, which acted so 
oddly that they watched it to see what it 
would do. 

-He appeared sluggish and began to press 
his elbows against his sides, and rub down- 
ward. After a few smart rubs his skin 
began to burst open straight along his back; 
but he kept on rubbing until he had worked 
all his skin into folds on his sides and hips, 
then grasping one hind leg with both his 
hands he hauled off one leg of his pants the 
same as anybody would, then stripped the 
other hind leg in the same manner. He then 
took his cast-off article forward between his 
forelegs into his mouth and swallowed it; 
then, by raising and lowering his head, swal- 
lowing as his head came down, he stripped off 
the skin underneath until he came to his fore- 
legs, then grasping one of these with his op- 
posit hand, by considerable pulling stripped 
off the skin, and by a slight motion of the 
head and all the while swallowing he drew it 
from the neck and swallowed the whole. 

As the toad hopped away after undressing 
itself, Mrs. Lee laughed heartily with the 
children, who almost shrieked with merri- 
ment. ADELAIDE RANDALL. 


Civil War Generals—Where They Were 
Born. 

It is a fact worthy of note that the leading 
Federal generals of the late war were nativas 
of Ohio, and some of the leading Confederates 
were nativs of Virginia. Among the famous 
Union leaders who were born in Ohio may be 
proudly mentioned Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, 
McPherson, McDowell, McCook, Rosecrans, 
Buell, Garfield, Hepburn, Gillmore, Custer, 
Weitzel, and Schenck. Among the Union 
generals that New York produced, are Hal- 
leck, Kearney, Schofield, Sickles, Doubleday, 
Ellsworth, Warren, King, Slocum, Wool, and 
Wadsworth. Pennsylvania gave us McClellan, 
Hancock, McCall, Franklin, and Geary. Mas- 
sachusetts came to our aid with Hooker, 
Stevens, Stone, Whipple, and Lander. New 
Hampshire produced Ben Butler and Fitz 
John Porter. From Kentucky came Oglesby, 
McClernand, Mitchel, Pope, Anderson, 
and Buford. Virginia furnished us with 
Thomas and Newton. Connecticut threw 
in Terry, Sedgwick, Lyon, and Birge. 
Maine added Howard and Berry. Indiana 
comes to the front with Burnside, Milroy, 
Miller, and Lew Wallace. Logan was born in 
Illinois, Hawley in North Carolina, Kilpat- 
rick in New Jersey, Hezen in Vermont, 
Hunter in District of Columbia, and Sykes in 
Delaware. 

Among the Confederate generals who were 
born in Virginia are Lee, Hill, Stonewall 
Jackson, Magruder, Joe Johnston, Edward 
Johnson, J. E. B. Stuart, Early, Price, Floyd, 
Rodes, Mahone, and Ashby. Kentucky gave 


the Confederacy Buckner, Albert Sydney | 


Johnston, and Hood. Georgia produced 
Hardee and Gordon. The Carolinas added 
Longstreet, Bragg, and Polk. Ewell was 
born in the District of Columbia, Pemberton 
in Pennsylvania, Van Dorn in Mississippi, 
Bushrod R. Johnson in Ohio, and Beauregard 
in Louisiana. 

Among the Federal naval heroes are Wor- 
den and Wilkes, who were born in New York, 
Porter in Pennsylvania, Farragut in Tennes- 
see, Foote in Connecticut, and Dupont in 
New Jersey. 

Some of the Union generals were born in 
foreign countries. Meagher and Shields were 
born in Ireland, Meade in Spain, and Sigel in 
Bavaria. For the above statistics I am in- 
debted to Chambers’ Encyclopedia, which 
contains short sketches of the lives of most 
of the generals. Gzo. E. Remssure. 

—— to — ——- 
Education, 

A Detroit father has undertaken a little 
educational venture with his own children, 
and he is trying to make them giv up slang, 
the use of ambiguous terms of speech, and 
other peculiarities affected by the youth of 
the day. Yesterday he asked his fourteen- 
year-old daughter where a certain book was. 

“I havn't an idea, papa!" answered the 


young lady. de 
“I didn't ask you for ideas," said the fa- 
ther sternly: ‘‘ just answer my question. 


Where is that book ?” ; 
‘ On the top shelf in the book case,” re- 
cited the gir] like a parrot. 
-** Can you reach it ?” 
“Yeg sir.” —— 00 
There was a long silence, the father wait- 


asked : . 

** Nell, why don't you bring it?" 

“ Bring what, sir?” 

‘t The book I wanted.” 

t You did not say you wanted me to get 
it,” said the girl in a demure voice; ‘‘ you 
asked me if I could reach it.” 

** Nellie,” said the father, as & smile made 
his mustache tremble, ‘‘ get that book like a 
good girl and bring it here to me.” : 

** Now you're talking sense, pop; I'll hav 
the book in a jiffy,” and she whisked off 
after it, while the father sighed over the de- 
generacy of the times. 

ere 
A Very Humane Little Boy. 

Little S——, four years old, was taken to 
church one day, and in the course of the serv- 
ice, it gradually dawned upon him that the 
attention of the congregation was centered, 
not upon himself, but upon the clergyman, 
who was unobservant of S——. He felt the 
neglect keenly. He exhibited signs of rest- 
lessness, sighed most wearily, and finally 
attracted the attention of a lady sitting di- 
rectly behind him, who leaned over and 
whispered : 

** What is the matter, S——?” 

** Oh !” he replied, ‘‘I can think of so many 


things to do so much better than this.” 
—— B .9—— — — —— 


It Bothered Her. 

The Rev. Dr. Chamberlain, of Brooklyn, 
told & laughable story in the course of his 
address before the Evangelical Alliance. He 
said that a little Brooklyn girl returned home 
from Sunday-schooi ** ina state of mind ” be- 
cause she had heard there that Jesus was 
a Jew. She appealed to her mother for 
a confirmation of the report. 

“Yes, my dear, Jesus was a Jew,” said 
her mother. 

** Well, mamma, he was the son of God, 
was he not?” 

“ Yes, my dear.” 

** Well,” said the little one, ‘I don't see 
how it ever happened that Jesus was a Jew, 


when God himself is & Presbyterian." 
— er 


Correspondence. 


: Oak Mitts, Kan., Jan. 4, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I send a short poem 
for the Corner, and, as I expect I bother you 
with so many contributions, I will not write 
more soon. I was glad to hearthat you were 
elected à member of the Fall River school 
board, and I congratulate you upon your 
success. 


Your true friend, Gro. J. Remssure. 


RookviLLE, IDA., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for six years. I like to 
read the Children’s Corner. We hav about 
six inches of snow in the valley, but on the 
mountains around us it is very deep. I and 
my brother and sister are going to school. 
We hav two milesto go. Father or Brother 
Frank takes usin thesled. When the weather 
is good we hav to walk. Our school will be 

out in two weeks. Your friend, 
W. A. CARLTON. 


Waee.ine, W. Va, Jan. 2, 1890. 
Dzaz Miss Wixon: I thought I would write 
for the Corner. You would better stir up the 
Liberalgirls and boys. Ilike to see the Corner 
interesting. My sister writes for the Corner. 
My ps writes for Taz TRUTH BEEKER, and 
also the Investigator and the Better Way. I 
like to write for the Corner. I should like to 
correspond with some of the boys. We hav 
a hard time getting a hall for our Secular 
Union. I hope we shall get settled some time. 
We hav twenty-nine members. I hope we 
shall get a hall full. Ilike liberty. Every 
man that likes liberty ought to belong to a 
Secular Union. The church people are try- 
ing to make everybody observe Sunday as 
they may say. I don’t likeit. If I wish to 
go out in the backyard to play marbles on 
Sunday it is nobody's business. I had tw» 
little rabbits, and they died. I shall get some 
more some time. I like rabbits, they are 
such mild, peaceable animals. I think I will 

close. Good bye, Orro I. Nog. 

Osozor., Ia., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Miss Susan Wrxon, Dear Friend: Consid- 
erable time has elapsed since I hav addressed 
a letter to the Corner. I will now try to 
write & few words to the Children's Corner. 
I hav been reading your ‘ Visit to Philadel- 
phia." I think its very nice. I should like 
to go and make a visit there myself. There 
must be many grand buildings there. Iam 
going to ask papa if he will send for the 
*t Story Hour” or the ** Apples of Gold” for 
me. Our school was out two weeks ago. 
The teacher gave us large prize cards and 
treated to candy on the last day of school. 
For Christmas I got a gold ring, my brother 
Pearl got a suit of clothes and a box of check- 
ers, my brother Willie got a toy horse and 
boy. We all got nutsand candy. I hava 
little baby sister. She is three and a half 
months old. I read the Children's Corner 


‘every week, We take the Osceola Homestead 


then hop away to find something else it might | ing impatiently for the. book. At last he| Democrat, Des Moines Advocate, Chicago 


Times, Youth's Companion, and Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. I read the stories in all these papers 
every week. Yourstruly, JENNIE GigRay. 


Mownp Crry, Jan. 8, 1890. 

Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Friend: You may 
be surprised to hear from me. I hav not 
written for solong. I wrote about my kitten 
the last time. Well, I want totell the little 
folks of the Corner the fate of my poor pussy. 
There are but two Infidels in the small town 
in which I liv. My father is one of them. 
The rest are all Methodists. My kitty went 
out to catch a mouse one day. Well, it got 
some poison and died. The Christians are 
very ‘‘good” around here. They poisoned 
my cat because it was mine, and I, they said, ' 
was an Infidel. Now, I will tell you about 
my dog I spoke about in the last letter I wrote. 
Well, they got away with him, but not in the 
same way. There was a nice little Christian 
boy took a notion into his head that he would 
like a dog pretty well, so he coaxed him off 
one day. So I hav not got any pets now, 
and cannot keep them either. I felt very bad 
when my kitten died. 

I hav not any more to say, but to bid you 
good-bye. JENNIE SHUOK. 

VERSAILLES, IND., Dec., 1889. 

Drar Miss WixoN: As I hav been teach- 
ing school at Napoleon, Ind., and am spend- 
ing several days with my parents at sister’s, 
I'thought I would prepare an essay on the 
subject of ‘ Morality” for the Corner, as I 
am under the required age. I hope it will 
prove acceptable, and I also bope that my 
many friends of the Corner will likewise send 
in their compositions so that we may hav 
quite a variety to interest all, and I should be 
pleased to read the opinions of others on the 
same subject. It is an extremely difficult 
subject, and affords abundant means for 
thought. It includes numerous points which 
demand minute attention—in fact, the more 
thought and study we giv the subject the 
more there is to be learned, and too much 
thought cannot be given it. My sister sends 
two poems for the Corner, if suitable. 

Well, as I do not wish to take up too much 
valuable space, I will close, wishing all a 
happy and prosperous new year. 

Your friend, LEONORA STooKINGER. 


Warre, W. Va., Jan. 2, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: I do not see as many 
letters in the Corner as there ought to be. I 
don't see why the girls and boys don't write, 
sometimes there being only one contributor. 
The last time I wrote for the Corner L invited 
some of the Liberal girle and boys to write to 
me. The result of my invitation is that I bav 
two little lady correspondents, and I am proud 
of them. If there are others that wish to write 
to me I will gladly answer. I like to write 
letters and it is by practice that we become 
good composers. J hava few house plants. 
I like flowers. I hav to do the housework 
and attend to my flowers, write for the Cor- 
ner, answer my correspondence, and write 
essays to read in the Secular Union. I also 
hav to study books. All this keeps me so 
busy that I don't get time enough to play as 
a little girl like me ought. I suppose I am 
&bout the smallest housekeeper in town, for I 
don't weigh eighty pounds. But the best 
goods are usually done up in small packages, 
it is said. Good-bye. Emma ADELLE NOE. 


Babylon Nursery. 


WE CAN SUPPLY 
Our Friends and the Publio with Everything 
grown in such an institution. 
This is the time to make contracts for some of our 
BEAUTIFUL TREES and SHRUBS. 
A full assortment of all sizes on hand. Young 
stock a specialty. 
Our STOOK is FIRST-OLASS and our PRIOES 
are LOW. 

We have made arrangements with several for- 
eign and American seedling growers, by which 
means we can supply all nurserymen, florists, and 
large planters at wholesale or retail. 


Address P. H. FOSTER, 
BABYLON; L, I., N. Y. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 
Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Brox. B- WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


thought-breeding book, and all who are 
M bone] new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inapiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel. 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratlv is rich. in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—{Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.50; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER GO. 


— Slews of the Week, 


In Westphalia, Germany, the miners’ strike 
for eight hours and increased pay is spread- 
ing. 

Srvurar officers of the Czar’s guard hav 
committed suicide to escape arrest for Nibil- 
ist plotting. 


Tus governor of New Hampshire seems 
about to make a determined attempt to en. 
force the Prohibition law of that state. 


Tur Second Colored church of Hackensack, 
N. J., was the scene of a free fight on the 
17th, and the law has taken the matter in 
hand. 

Tue other day Exhorter Weyler of the 
Lutheran church at York, Pa., fell dead in 
the pulpit at finishing a prayer, no doubt by 
visitation of God. 

A man named John Derkins is the latest 
victim of religious mania in New York. His 
case grew so bad that he was sent to the 
asylum, and has died. 


On account of the establishment of Mormon 
settlements in the Canadian Northwest, the 
Canadian legislature will pass a more pointed 
law against polygamy. 

Taz winter on the Atlantic coast has been 
unexampled in mildness. It was conjectured 
that the course of the Gulf Stream had 
changed, but this supposition is disproved. 


Warrer Brane, son of Secretary Blaine, 
died on the 15th of pneumonia following the 
grip. He was aged thirty-five. As he was 
able and trusted, his loss is a severe blow to 
his father. 


Tse grand jury of Onondaga county, N. 
Y., recommend suppression and punishment 
of Christian Science and faith cure healers. 
These people hav been the cause of several 
deaths there. 


Tue Pittsburgh Builders’ Exchange, com- 
posed of master builders and lumbermen, has 
declared against the cight-hour movement, 
and purposes to join the National Builders’ 
Association and obtain its coóperation in the 
contest. 


Tur Senate committee on territories will 
defer considering the admission of Idaho till 
the Supreme Court has decided the appeal 
taken to it by Mormons against the anti- 
polygamy provision adopted by the Idaho 


` . constitutional convention. 


Goo» is looked for from the proposals of 
the International American Congress to sub- 
mit all differences between American powers 
to arbitration. And it is urged that, should 
arbitration fail and war ensue, there shall be 
no annexation of conquered territory. Thus 
the Monroe doctrin, that no conquest of ter- 
ritory neighboring to us be allowed from 
without, is supplemented by this condemna- 
tion of conquest from within. 


ENGLAND continues to insist that Portugal 
vacate the disputed African territories, and 
has sent war-ships to enforce her demand. 
Portugal bases her claim upon the discovery 
of the lands two hundred years before Eng- 
land. But England holds that she has for- 
feited her rights by neglect. In Lisbon the 
British embassy has been attacked, and mobs 
are parading the streets shouting, * Down 
with England!" Catholic organs in this 
country and everywhere are supporting Por- 
tugal’s claim. 


. On the 13th tornadoes swept from Missouri 

across Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio to New 
York. Houses were wrecked and lives lost 
in many places. Deaths resulted, at St. 
Louis, 3; Olney, Ill., 1; Rochester, N. Y., 
1; Syracuse, N. Y.,1. Also, a tornado at 
Clinton, Ky., demolished 55 houses, killing 
10 persons and injuring 58. A blizzard rav- 
aged Kansas and Nebraska, stopping trains 
with snow, and leaving people in the former 
state now exposed to starvation. The Lord 
did not neglect to destroy as many Christian 
churches as possible. 


IT is still disputed whether the new govern- 
ment of Brazil is of honest intention. The 
question: has entered our political party 
strife, as the Republican administration has 
cautiously deferred recognition of the new 
rule, and Democrats blame the hesitation. 
It is ssid that a military mutiny, in which 
one hundred insurgents were shot, has taken 
placeat Rio. Liberals in politics everywhere 
desire to think the best of the provisional 
government, but cannot help wishing it would 
giv a more satisfactory explanation of its 
postponement of the promised popular elec- 
tion. 
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: : OB, 
The Chureh ot Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to foun 
church without superstition, and its ics 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There ig just suff- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. f 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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York. 
3. J. King, 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
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J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
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Henry Booth, Stockton. 

WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
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W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
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AUSTRALIA. 
Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.8.W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
. NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, $ cents. 


JANUARY 25, 1890. 


61 


THIRD EDITION. 


` 


Ble MO TI 


AND. THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


Comparison of the 


BEING A 


Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
- of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
: WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS, 


pure in the'r actions." 


[Heathen Lllustration of the Temptation.| 
The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 


and Mashyana, bade them **to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 


But an evil demon came to them in 


the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 


immortality. 


Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. 


Conse- 


` quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 


which they were destined. 
themselves in their skins. 


They killed beasts, and clothed 


‘BrBLE Mytus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 


story. 


: 1 Vol 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. - 


Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO  . 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SOIENTIFIO METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post says: ‘This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work- 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.” 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 


Bv M. L. HoLBROOK, M.D. 


Godey's Lady's Book saye : ** We giv our cordial 
approbation this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are con- 
vinced, reliable.” ce by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOCY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Oarefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations, 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2, by mail. Illus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Ohildren of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


By M. L. Horsroox, M.D. 


The Soientifio American says: “This work is 
scientific, sober; clean; and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
OB, 
Foop AND Diet IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WOREK. 


The New York Herald says: ‘ Dr. Holbrook’s 
book is among the very best of its kind.” 

The Home and Garden says: ' A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the cost of the book 


every day in providing for. a family, besides in- |, 


creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 
= 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


As a Means for the Production of 
Relief Printing Plates 


We can recommend the three processes operated 
by this Com aio 
eir [s] HINGS for cheap and coarse 
newspaper work, and their MOSS-TYPE process, 
by which engravings are made direct from photo- 
raphs, as well ag their MOSS PROCESS OF 
BROT) ENGRAVING. are all superior io any 
other like methods. g 
MOSS ENGRAVING OO. 
585 Pearl St.» New York. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in ali its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. . 

Studies in Theology. <A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall" Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. | Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 


int, showing | 


i fürmativ stand) 
nocens and s rice, 5 cents. 


<u it ig not and what it is. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 
A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTOR 


. 


By WINWOOD READE.. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is “boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—(Literary World. . 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocean. 


His his has a continuity. & rash, a carrying 
power. which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
(New Haven Palladium. 


The sketoh of early Egyptian history, in the 
first apte is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—(Penn Monthly. Br 

Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 548pp.; $1.76. 


THE TRUTH SEEKEROO., . 
CUOI 28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 
A OOLLEOCTION OF 
Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


. $1.50. 


UTH SEEKER Q0. 
IRURE Place, New York. 


PRIOE, 


Address T 
28 


Ñ 


- d zo cts. to Dr. Fellows, Vineland, Neg e 
F ; fer his * Private Counselor," à book for 
Re oung and middle-aged men, Suffering : 
Tom results of indiscretion and ignorance 
of youth, Itsets forth an External Appli- 


cation—a positive cure. The book is wort! 


SS ones s a 
State where yousaw this advertisement. 


many times its cost. 


advertisments from unreliable practi- 
aT been frequently assailed and exposed 
by the press, but Dr. Fellows stands foremost in 
his profession, and it is safe to trust him. Bein 
a stanch LIBERAL is further proof of his reliabil- 
ity.—Nattenat View. 
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Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 
Frauds of the Churehmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 
By GEORGE REBER. 
12moọ, 400pp., - - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Wixwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., - - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS.” 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
: by Mathilde Blind. 
3 . i $1.50. 


Price, $2. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and “ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mus. W. Scuort. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. Barine.GouLp. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible. —[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL. PULPIT. 
Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER, 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - ^  .  Priee, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangeliealism and 
-~ Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, Sl. 


PERS ONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 
By Josiz OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Faner- 
als, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, eto. Also 525 Liberal and 

Bpiritualistio Hymns 
Bosial and Various 
Public Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


for 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. HOGAN. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALYIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, - T a? 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
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Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos, E. PECK. 

Priee, . . E 


40 cenis. 
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25 cents. 
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MATERIALISM AND CRIME, BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. . 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Its ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT oF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
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POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 
Torse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms, 


Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 


Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. Gump. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 30 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Qivilization and | Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis and 
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QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL snd MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses HULL. 
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Rational Communism, 


Tae PRESENT AND FuruRE REPUBLIO oF 
Norra AMERIOA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
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Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. O. LYALL. 
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Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 
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TRUTH. A Poem. ; By E. N. Kings- 
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Washington an Unbeliever. 
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$t Matthew Before the Court 


Fok THE Crime oF FORGERY. 
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SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
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Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, Bite, Ghost, 
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COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
15 cents. 
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Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


By L. L. Dawson. 
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DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 
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ECCE DIABOLUS. 
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RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


OR, PosrriviST CALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
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Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 
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Essay on Miracles, 
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ESSAYS AND LECTURES 
Paper, opp, (0 enta; clot $l 
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Secular Responsibility 
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An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century. 
Pap., 500-3 Clo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 
By Carr. B. O. ADAMS. 
* One of the cheapest jns hen books on the sub- 


Paper, 15 cents. 


Advancement’ Science 
The Belfast Address. 
By PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti- 
cles on Prayer. 


Paper, 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 
Paper, 870, 152 pages, 25 canta; 6 copies, $1. 
With EXAMINATION oF THE PRoPHEOIES, pap. 400. 


ALAMONTADA, 
THE GALLEY SLAVE. 
By J. H. D. ZBOHOKEĘ. 

** A philosophical romance.” 

Paper, 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS. 


His CHARACTER AND Doorrin. 
Being a chapter from a palyais of Religious Be- 
eti. 


By Viscount AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 8v0, 170pp., 25 cents. 


Answers to Christian Questions 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 146pp., 25 cents, 


AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 
MARIA MONK, 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOCE. 
Price, 15 cents, 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 


better than 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, 


By M. Basoock. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ROARING LION OW THE TRACK, 


By M. Baxzooox. 
Price, 10 cents. 


SUPERSTITION: 


BELIGION OF 


"BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 
By M. BaBoook. 
Price, 15 cents, 


Why Don't God Kill the Devil? 


By M, Baxzcooxr. 
Price, 25 cents, 


THE CLERGYMAN’S VICTIMS. 
A LIBERAL STORY. By Mrs.J.E. Ball. 
Price, 35 cents. 


JESUS CHRIST: 


His LIFR, 
TEACHINGS, and IMPERFECTIONS. 


By W, 8. BELL. 
Price, 25 cents. 


RESURRECTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In. 


By W. 8. BELL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


FIRST EPISTLE of 

BENNETT, Apostle, to TRUTH SEEKERS, 
By D. M. BENNETT. 

Price, 10 cents. 


GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Price, 8 cents. 


For allof the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. Now York. 
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Truth Seeker l Tracts. 


NorE.—These tracts aro especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
‘ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


992 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood.. 
81 God and God.Houses. ...... : 
‘85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ........cccssscers 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruclty & Credulityof the Human Race.... 
49 Seusible Conclusions, E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... - 
68 Prophecies, — Underwood.................-. 
62 The Jews and their God.......... P 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ilis we Endure—Canse and Cure. Benneti. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2,Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
"0 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
1 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations, Jolin Syphers........ 
%4 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett.. 
15 An Hour with tho Devil. Bennett.. 
76 Reply to E. F, Brown. Bennett... 
77 The Fearof Death. D. M. Bonnett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates........ 
91 Our Ideas ofGod. B.F. Underwood.... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bel.. , 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday.... 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ....... 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
106 Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Unbe- 
lievers. Bennett...cccccscaseevencees 
107 The Safe Side. 
110 Invoeation to the Universe. 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett.... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett....cccccssccacassees 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett... . 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett..... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston.. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell........ 
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123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and 
Server? ,,. Lese seeeeeeeeeee enne enean 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ........... 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann....... 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood....... TST THEE PITE 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford... 
134 Talks with the Evangolists........... 
137 Christian Love, C. L. James 
138 Scicnec of the Bible. John Jaspi 
140 Astro-Theology .......«« eee mE 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher........ 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Seholasticus.......... 
149 Age of Shains........ SPD 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman....... leeren wobesees cues di 
151 What is the Bible? M.W. H. E 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley. 
158 The Fool's Creed. ..... , 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Colemam........... t 
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162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow 
Jail Bennett....... 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapmam..............-. 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D... Lesern eene 

2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Hetcroge- 
NEOUS, Underwood......... eere ene 

4 Literature of tho Insane. Marvin.......... 
6 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres.  MeCarroll...... 
1 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
. ' Leetures......... eee 
11 Is America New World? Dawson... 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D............ eene 

13 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium............e eene 


KI” See note at head of column, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
= THE WORLD. 
Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


“NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. * P 
DURING TEE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G, INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. IT. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


or religious observances. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “ Children's Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


' Send $3 for a Year's Subseription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL, 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Liberal Gh eetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'olock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 6th street. Lect- 
 uresand discussions. The Public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa: 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3P.m., every 
Bunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
eotures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at-2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 E 45 P.M., at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Maxnius HxiaRTON, fec. 


Akron, O., Freethought Union. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


THE 


UNIVEBSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ‘‘ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., oto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought, We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—[{The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


Bible of Nature 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of ‘The Beoret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Ohristian Beligion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” "Physical Edu- 


cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,’ “Household Remedies,” “The 
Poison Problem, or the Oause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” eic. eto. 


Felix L. Oswald i8 & well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Cloth, 13mo; 9340pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HBLEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. ice, 400.3 with autograph, 50 cta. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
Price 10 cents. 

Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER OoxPANY. 


THE SAFEST CRERD, 


TWELVE OTHER Discourses OF REASON. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAH. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 

i. HERBERT 8PENCER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
OMPSON. 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works; 
and infiuence. By Rev.JonHN W. CHADWIOE. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
row suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr.LEwis G. JANES. - 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. i 

7, THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oopz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosERT G, ECCLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Janus A. Bx1r- 


N. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. 
1. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dz. Lewis 
. JANES 
12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nxrsox O. 


PaRsHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS | N 
THOUG 


HT. By JogN W. OBADWIOEK. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Stank 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 
15. THE EF EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 


COMING OIYILIZAT . By Minor J. 
BAVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


28 Lafayette 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist, 
3x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
Tor a5 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


lace, New York. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 

is highly recommended by Messrs..Wakeman, 
arton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 


25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo 
THE 

CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
870, 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather: $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Akron Freethought Union meets every 
Sunday afternoon in the Hall of Oramer’s Block, 
South Howard street, at 3 o'clock. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.m., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MacowBEZ,Pres.: LEROY BERBIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BmITEH, Cor. Bec. 


Cleveland, 0., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30. at room 29, 
Oity Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligioas and social subjects. The public cordially 
invited. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures._Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W, OALDER, Sec. 


Freedom Club, New York, 


‘Meets at 144 Waverly Place, every Thursday 
evening. Admission free. Debates on social 
topics. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house 80 fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test. 
and compare my goods and prices with those of 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
one will sell as cheap. Oarrying à largo stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing usiness 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrops, worth $800, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
£200, for $140; do., worth $150; for $110; do., worth 
$100, for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., Worth $40. for $30; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year. It will not cost you a 
cent, If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than gold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


i ewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold 
patent owa tor, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 
double-paueled dial, and all modern improve- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver Case, $23.50; five-ounce, $25; six-ounce, $27. In 
open face. best filled gold case, $27 ; hunting, 3; 
do., Lonis XLY., $35. In fourteen carat solid gold, 
$50 to $150. Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if 


not satisfactory eng WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 
Established 1857. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German. Cloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Fxtract, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Tux frightful text, "He that believes shall be 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned,” 
has covered the earth with blood.. It has filled 


It has caused thé religious wars; bound hun- | imprisoned the mind; filled the world with igno- 
dreds of thousands to the stake; founded inqui. | rance; persecuted the lovers of wisdom ; built the. 
sitions; filled dungeons; invented instruments of | monasteries and conventa; made happiness a 
torture; taught the mother to hate her child; rime, investigation & Bin, and self-reliance a 


the heart with arrogance, cruelty, and murder. 


IN exact proportion as 
nations advance in civiliza- 
tion, the accounts of mir- 
acles taking place among 
them become rarer and 
rarer, until at last they en- 
tirely ceasa.—Leoky, 


Tux French Revolution 
has excommuricated the 
church from the power of 
working miracles; she has 
not been able, with the as- 
sistance of all her saints, 
to work one miracle since 
the Revolution began; and 
as she never stood in greater 
need than now, we may, 
without the aid of divina: 
tion; eonclude that all her 
former miracles were trioks 
and lies.—Paine, 


ALWAYS treated as a slave, 
man has contracted the 
vices of a slave.—D'Holbach. 


As long as the majority 
of men will cringe to the 
very earth before some 
petty prince or king, what 
must be the infinit abject- 
ness of their little souls in 
the presence of their sup- 
posed creator and God?— 
Ingersoll. 


Ir must never be forgot- 
ten that not the most 
monstrous of Christian 
superstitions, not the most 
grotesque of Christian mir- 
acles, not the most inhu- 
man of Christian dogmas, 
fail to find their proto- 
type in the books of the 
Old Testament and the 
New. Kings and popes, 
witch-finders and miraole- 
mongers, may all plead 
their cause in words taken 
from that medley of doou- 
men tg.— Westminster Re- 


SAMSON 


they which he slew in his life.—Judges xvi, 80. 


TEARETH DOWN THE WIGWAM. 


And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell 
upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein: so the dead which he slew at his death were more than 


blasphemy. It has poitoned 
the springs of learning; 
misdirected the energies of 
the world; filled all coun- 
tries with want ; housed the 
people in hovels; fed them 
with famiu; and but for 
the efforts of a few brave 
Infidela it would hav taken 
the world back to the mid. 
night of barbarism, and 
left the heavens without a 
star.—Ingersoll. 


Tax calamities with which 
the world is afflicted, are 
the result of the ignorance 
of man, and not of the in- 
terference of God.—Buckle. 


Takk theology from the 
world, and the money 
wasted on superstition will 
do away with want.—Inger- 
soll. 


A RELIGION that makes a 
man cruel, persecuting, 
and intolerant, is a bad 
religiou for society.~Dr. 
Thomas Cooper. 


Foz thirty years Europe 
was one vast battle-field, 
and the war was produced 
by the Bible. The revoca- 
tion of the edict of Nantes 
was produced by the sacred 
scriptures. The instru- 
ments of torture—the pin- 
cers, the thumbscrews the 
racks, were produced by 
the word of God. The 
Quakers of New England 
were whipped and burnt by 
the Bible—their children 
were Btolen by the Bible. 
The slave-ship had for its 
Bails the leaves of the Bible. 
Slavery was upheld in the 
United States by the Bible. 
The Bible was the auction- 
block. —Ingersotl. 


. MIB" Free for Four Weeks | -ZE 


Twentieth Century, 
+A Weekly Magazine. + 
HUGH O. PENTECOST, Editor. T. L. M'CREADY, Associate Editor. 


Lach number contains Mr. Pentecost’s Lecture of the preeeding Sunday, delivered 
-in Newark, Brooklyn and New York. He addresses more Freethinkers each Sunday 
than any other speaker in this country. Many of his addresses and editorials are upon 
religious subjects, and are radically opposed to supernaturalism in every form. 


MOTTO: “HEAR THE OTHER JIDE.” 


This Magazine advocates Personal Sovereignty in place of State Sover- 
eignty, Voluntary Cooperation instead of Compulsory Coópera- 
ation, the Liberation of the human mind from Superstition, 
and the application of the principles of Ethics toward 
Social Regeneration. 


It is meant to be a broad-minded, unsectarian meeting place for the representatives of all schools of 


|} 
Religious and Economic thought. Orthodox and Liberal Christians, Spiritualists, Hebrews, Agnostics, | j 
Liberals, Infidels, Atheists, Freethinkers and Secularists of every shade of opinion ; Protectionists, Free- f | (E. M. 290.) = 
traders, Single-taxers, Nationalists, Socialists and Anarchists, advocates of peaceful measures of social | 
regeneration and revolutionists, will all be welcomed to its columns with equal cordiality, fairness and | -HDITB*ILEISTRATIODS.3- | 
respect, Asan indication of the broad scope of the paper here are the names of [c Kx 
SowE CONTRIBUTORS: w CONTENTS. v 
HELEN H. GARDENES, author of “Men, Women and Gods.” PAGE. z PAGE. | 
EDMUND MONTGOMERY, author of many scientific treatises in German and in English. Calendar for 1890, ~ = 0 2 8 The Middle Ages. Illustrated, - - 69 | 
T. B. Waxeman, Positivist and Socialist; author of “ Classification of the Sciences,” ete. (cm F $ United S n [m 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Ir is said in Washington that Representativ 
Randall’s alliance with the Presbyterian 
church was brought about through the influ- 
ence of Postmaster-General Wanamaker. 
Wanamaker and Randall hav long been 
friends, and the former has been a constant 
caller at Mr. Randall’s house of late. There 
was a rumor at one time that Mr. Randall 
would become a Catholic. 


Tus ‘‘star of Bethlehem," which ancient 
people made so much fuss about when the 
child Jesus was born, will be visible this year 
—its seventh appearance. It comes once in 
three hundred and fifteen years, and is of 
wondrous brilliancy for about three weeks. 
So the Christ significance, says the Banner of 
Light, that has absorbed the pious mind so 
long, at last is dissipated by astronomy, and 
thus far, superstition is relegated to obscur- 
ity. 


Sianor Crispi, the premier of Italy, has 
won immortality at a bound. The Italian 
government, which has a monopoly of the 
cigar-making industry of Italy, has ordered 
that a new brand of cigars be called ‘‘ The 
Crispi.” So says the World. Another heretic 
has been similarly immortalized, and that is 
Colonel Ingersoll. The story goes that the 
manufacturer sent him a box of the cigars 
called ** Our Bob,” that he passed them over 
to his wife's brother-in-law, who in turn gave 
them to the butler. What the butler did with 
them is not known. 


New Jersuy has a school fund of $4,000,- 
000, and doesn’t know what to do with it. It 


can’t be used for anything but the public 
schools, and not very much of it is allowed 


-| to go there, only a part of the annual income 


being available, so jealously has the state 
constitution guarded its sacredness. Mean- 
time it is piling up every year, and the com- 
missioners are at their wits’ end to find anin- 
vestment for it. Ifthe jury convened in the 
Reynolds case is a fair sample of New Jersey 
enlightenment, it would not be a bad idea to 
spend the fund on education. 


A MINER in Rhonoda named David Davis is 
just now an interesting subject for medical 
doctors and doctors of divinity, says the Sun. 
He was a victim of the terrible explosion of 
Pen-y-Craig in 1880. He was bedridden for 
four years, recovered sufticiently to be able 
to go about, but was completely deaf and 
dumb. His doctor hit upon a novel plan to 
restore his hearing. He was placed by the 
side of a big gun during target practice. After 
the sixth shot his hearing came suddenly 
back to him, but he remained dumb. The 
other day one of his companions said some- 
thing to him that put him in a towering pas- 
sion, and his speech returned in a flood of 
profanity. 


TarMAGE visited Gladstone at Hawarden 
last week, and the dispatch recording the 
event says they talked politics and religion. 
On the latter question Gladstone is reported 
to hav said: ‘‘ Talk about questions of the 
day, there is but one question, and that is 
the gospel. It can and will correct every- 
thing needing correction. All men at the 
head of great movements are Christian men. 
During the many years I was in the cabinet 
I was brought into association with sixty 


master minds, and all but five of them were 
Christians. My only hope for the world is in 
bringing the human mind into contact with 
divine revelation.” The Grand Old Man 
seems to be suffering from theological pes- 
simism. 

Tug way the Russian minister of the interior 
moves against an unsympathetic journal can 
be seen from a ministerial order which has 
just been issued, to the following effect: 
** Whereas the Huropean Messenger in a whole 
series of articles conducts itself in no other 
way than in a spirit of condemnation of the 
most important acts of the government, and 
that the articles of M. Solevieff, published in 
that periodical, entitled, ‘The History of 
Russian Conscience,’ and containing exasper- 
ating criticisms directed against the Russian 
church and state, in their historical develop- 
ment, inculcate false ideas on the subject and 
shake respect for the principles of their 
foundation and for the principles of Russian 
nationality in general, the minister of the 
interior announces a first warning to the ed- 
itor of the Zuropean Messenger in the person 
of the actual state councillor, Michael Stasoo- 
levich.” 


Tux church Prohibitionists hav found a 
boomerang in their bill now before the South 
Dakota legislature. A dispatch from Pierre 
says: ‘A petition of Bishop W. H. Hare, of 
Sioux Falls, head of the Episcopal church in 
Dakota, was presented in both branches of 
the legislature yesterday, and caused consid- 
erable excitement, especially in the lobby of 
Prohibitionists. Bishop Hare emphatically 
protests against the adoption of the prohibi- 
tion bill now before the legislature, which 
has every prospect of becoming a law, stat- 


ing that it is too stringent in its provisions 
and stricter than there is any call for. Bishop 
Hare says the bill even interferes between the 
state and church, because it prohibits the use 
of wine for sacramental purposes. The 
bishop cites the Bible and other authorities 
to show that the use of fermented wine for 
sacramental purposes is right. He therefore 
prays that the Prohibition bill may not be- 
come a law, or, at least, that this obnoxious 
feature be stricken out. The pending bill is 
said to be the most stringent prohibition 
measure ever drawn up.” 


** CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS,” was the sub- 
ject of Colonel Ingersoll’s address before the 
state Bar Association at Albany yesterday. 
During his address a fellow-lawyer committed 
the crime of annoying him by talking, and 
the colonel promptly crushed him. He told 
in the course of his remarks of the futil at- 
tempts to keep down vice by punishment, and 
declared that criminals should not be robbed, 
humiliated, or degraded, but should be treated 
with kindness and shown that the prison was 
a real reformatory. He said that convicts 
should be paid for their labor while in prison, 
declared that the tendency of the death 
penalty was to prevent conviction, and added : 
“The death penalty inflicted by the govern- 
ment isa perpetual excuse for mobs.” He 
also said that tenements and flats and rented 
lands are the enemies of civilization; that 
ignorance, filth, and poverty are the mission- 
aries of crime, and that so long as dishonor- 
able success outranks honest effort, so long 
as society bows and cringes before the great 
thieves, there would be little ones enough to 
fill the jails. The colonel’s radical views will 
probably set people to thinking.— World, 
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Communications. 


Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian? 
CHAPTER XV.—CoxorupEn. 
RrcaPrrULATION AND CONCLUSION. 


The opinion of a writer, previously quoted in this 
work, is that the bitter war waged against the per- 
sons who hav declared that Lincoln was not a 
Christian arises, not from a belief that they bav 
stated what is false, but from a conscicusness that 
they hav “demolished an empty shrine that was 
profitable to many, and broken a painted idol that 
might hav served for a god.” It is strange how 
Christians tend toward fetichism. Not satisfied with 
three Gods, they must canonize and deify men and 
make saints and demi-gods. They hav already dei- 
fied three Americans—Washington, Grant, and Lin- 
coln—and what is remarkable, in each instance they 
hav selected an unbeliever—an Infidel. It is said 
that men hav stolen the livery of heaven in which to 
serve the devil; but it seems hardly consistent with 
the pretensions of the church that she should be 
compelled to appropriate the beadroll of Infidelity 
in order to make her appear respectable. 

Lincoln’s speeches and state papers contain many 
allusions to deity. As Colonel Lamon observes, 
“ These were easy, and not inconsistent with his re- 
ligious notions." But it is a mistake to attribute all 
the deistic expressions that appear in his state papers 
to him. Just how much of this was the work of his 
private secretaries, how much of it was “ Seward's 
nonsense" or how much of it was suggested by 
Chase and other cabinet ministers, can never be 
determined. It is significant, however, that in those 
documents of least importance, those which he would 
most likely leave to his secretaries or other officials 
to draft, these expressions are chiefly to be found. 
In his debates with Douglas, and in his other great 
political speeches delivered in Illinois, he seldom 
refers to deity. In his carefully prepared Cooper 
Institute address, that model of political addresses, 
the name of deity does not once occur. In his First 
Inaugural Address, he refers to God, and makes a 
eomplimentary reference to Christisnity intended to 
conciliate the church and gain for his administration 
its support in the coming struggle with the South. 
One paragraph of the Second Inaugural contains 
allusions to deity and quotations from the Bible; but 
in this address he makes no recognition of Christ or 
Christianity. Even his quotations from the Bible 
are made in a guarded manner which clearly indicates 
that he did not believe in its divinity. In the pre- 
liminsry Proclamation of Emancipation, which was 
drafted by himself, the name of deity does not ap- 
pear. In the final Proclamation, an acknowledg- 
ment of God was inserted only ai the urgent request 
of Secretary Chase. The Emancipation Proclama- 
tion, with the possible exception of the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of the-United 
States, is the most important political document 
ever issued in America. He knew that this was the 
crowning act cf his career, that it would place him 
among the immortals. In the preparation of this 
work he expended much thought and Isbor, and it 
was his desire that it should be free from religious 
verbiage. In that masterpiece of eloquence, the 
Gettysburg oration, the name of God occurs but once, 
while not the remotest reference to Christianity or 
even immortality appears. When we take into con- 
sideration the fact that this address was made at the 

` dedication of a cemetery, the significance of this 
Omission cannot be overlooked. This speech was 
the product of Lincoln’s own mind, free from ihe 
Suggestions and emendations of others, and the oo- 
casion was too sacred to indulge in pious cant in which 
' he did not believe. 

The clergy parade Lincoln's recognitions of a 
Supreme being as a triumphant refutation of the 
claim that he was an Infidel. Yet, at the same time, 
they do not hesitate to denounce as Infidels, Paine and 
Voltaire, when they know, or ought to know, that two 
more profound and reverential believers in God never 
lived and wrote than Paine and Voltaire. 

If Infidelity and Atheism were synonymous terms 
if would be difficult to maintain that Lincoln, dur- 
ing the last years of his life at least, was an Infidel. 
But Infidelity and Atheism are not synonymous 
terms. An Atheist is an Infidel, but an Infidel is not 
necessarily an Atheist. A Presbyterian is a Chris- 
tian, but all Christians are not Presbyterians. 
Christians themselvs coined the word Infidel and 
they hav used it to denote a disbeliever in Christian- 
ity. A disbelief or denial of Christianity is not 
necessarily a denial of God. Christians, many of 
them, regard the term as odious and as carrying 
with it the idea of immorality, notwithstanding the 

. most intelligent and the most highly moral class in 
_ Christendom are these so-called Infidels. “Who are 
to-day’s Infidels?” says the Rev. William Channing 
Gannett. He answers: “Very many of the bright- 
est minds, the warmest hearts, the most loyal con- 
sciences, the most zealous seekers after God, the 
most honest tellers of what they find—yes, and the 
most successful finders. Infidels to what are they? 
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train with them.” 

li is not claimed that Lincoln was wholly free 
from a belief in the supernatural. He possessed in 
some respects a simple, childlike nature, and carried 
with him through life some of the superstitions of 
childhood. But the dogmas of Christianity were 
not among them: these. he had examined and 
discarded. 

Asa proof of Lincoln’s regard for Christian insti- 
tutions, great prominence is given io his proclama- 
tion to the army enjoining the observance of the 
Sabbath. This document givs expression to senti- 
ments regarding the sanctity of the Christian Sab- 
bath that Lincoln personally did not entertain. It 
was issued just prior to the close of the war, when 
victory was assured aad the work of the army nearly 
completed, ío appease the clamor of the clergy who 
demanded it, and was drafted, not by Lincoln, but 
by some pious Sabbatarian. Lincoln himself attached 
no more sanctity to Sunday than to other days. He 
worked on Sunday himself. In Springfield his Sun- 
days were frequently spent in. preparing cases for 
court. in company with his boys he often passed 
the entire day. making excursions into the country or 
rambling through the woods that skirted the San- 
gamon. He seldom went to church either in Spring- 
field or Washington, the claims of some of his Chris- 
tian biographers to the. contrary notwithstanding. 
Previous to his nomination, in 1860, we find him sit- 
ting for a bust on Sunday in preference to attending 
church. On the Sunday immediately following his 
nomination an artist was busy with him, molding his 
hands and taking negative for a statue. The draft 
of the preliminary Proclamation of Emancipation 
was finished on Sunday. The last Sunday of his life 
was spent, not in studying the scriptures, but in 
reading his beloved Shakspere. 

It was stated by friends of Lincoln that he gener- 
ally refrained from giving publicity to his religious 
Opinions while in public life because of their unpopu- 
larity. In answer to this the Christian claimant 
retorts: “If this be true then he was a hypocrit.” 
But let us be honest. Nearly every person enter- 
tains opinions which he does not deem it discreet or 
necessary to make public. You, my Christian friend, 
entertain doubts and heresies concerning your creed 
which you keep a secret or disclose only to your 
most intimate associates. If you, in private life, and 
not dependent upon the public, hide your unpopular 
thoughis from the world, can you consistently blame 
Lincoln for hia silence when the fate of a nation 
depended upon him and the alienation even of a few 
bigots might turn the scale against him? A Ohris- 
tian general does not hesitate to deceive the enemy 
or withhoid his plans even from his own soldiers. 
Again, the clergy are forever advising and entreating 
men not to publish their doubts and heresies. Is it 
consistent in them to condemn a man for following 
their advice? — 

The church should learn to respect honesty herself 
before she charges others with dishonesty. It is the 
shame of Christianity that men hav been obliged to 
conceal their honest convictions in order to escape 
ostracism and persecution. When the church herself 
becomes honest enough to tolerate and respect the 
honest opinions of those who cannot conscientiously 
accept her creed, then will it be time for her to charge 
Lincoln with hypoorisy for having partially withheld 
his unpopular views from religious ruffiane. It does 
not evince a want of honesty, nor even a lack of 
moral courage, to flee from a tiger or avoid a skunk. 

This effort to prove that Lincoln was not a Ohris- 
tien will be condemned by many as an attempt to 
fasten a stain upon this great man’s character. But 
the demonstration and perpetuation of this fact will 
only add to his greatness. It will show that he was 
in advance of his generation. The fame of Abraham 
Lincoln belongs not to this age alone but will endure 
for all time. The popular faith is transient and 
must perish. It is unpopular now to reject Ohris- 
tianity, but the day is fast approaching when to 
believe in its dogmas will be considered an evidence 
of human weakness. To perpetuate the claim that 
Lincoln was a Christian, is to perpetuate an idea 
that in a future age will lessen the luster of his name. 

It will be urged by some that the intent and pur- 
pose of this work is solely to promote the interests 
of Freethought. But itis not. I advocate no cause 
that requires the prestige of a great name to make it 
respectable. The cause that requires the indorse- 
ment of the great to sustain it is not worthy to sur- 
vive. I hav prosecuted this investigation, not in the 
interest of any belief or creed, but in the interest of 
truth; and truth is certainly as high as any creed, 
even if that creed be true. 

To do good was Lincoln's religion. To liv an 
honest, manly life—to add to the sum of human 
happiness—to make the world better for his having 
lived—this was the aspiration of his life and the 
essence of his faith. 

Upon his rugged honesty, I need not dwell. The 
sobriquet of “Honest Abe” was early won by him 
and never lost. In his profession—a profession in 
which, too often, cunning and deceit, falsehood and 


dishonesty, are the means, and robbery the end—a | 


-and speechless. 


Not to morality: Infidels to morality are too wise to | profession in which, too often, Injustice is a purpled 


Dives sitting at a bounteous board, and Justice, a 
ragged Lazarus lying at the gate—he never wavered 
in his loyalty to truth and honesty. Engaged ina 
just cause, he was one.of the most powerful advo- 
cates that ever addressed a judge or jury; engaged 
in an unjust cause, he was the weakest member of 
his bar. In fact, he could not be induced to plead a 
cause in which he did not see some element of justice, 


even though the technicalities of law insured success. 


To one who had sought his services and had stated 
his cage, he replied: “ Yes, I can win it; but there 
are some things legally right that are not morally 
right; this isone; I cannot take your case.” He was 
once employed to defend a person accused of murder. 


‘As the trial progressed, it became apparent to him 


that his client had done the deed. Turning to his 
associate counsel, with a look of disappointment and 
pain. he said: “ Swett, the man is guilty; you defend 
him ; I cannot.” On another cecasion, when he dis- 
covered that his client had grossly imposed upon his 
confidence and instituted an unjust suit, he left the 
court-room, and when the bailiff called for him, he 
answered: “Tell Judge Treat that I can’t come; T 
hav to wash my hands.” 

In youth, the meanest creature found in him a 
friend, and if need be, a defender. He wrote essays 
and made speeches against cruelty to animals, and 
sought to impress upon his playmates’ minds the 
sacredness of life. The same tender regard for the 
weak and the unfortunate characterized his manhood. 
While riding through a forest once with a party of 
friends, he saw a brood of young birds on the ground 
which a storm had blown from their nest. He dis- 
mounted from his horse, and after a laborious search, 
found the nest and placed the birdlings snugly in 
their little home. When he reached his companions, 
and was chided by them for his delay, he said: “1 
could not hay slept to-night if I had not given those 
birds to their mother.” 

In the social relations of life, he was a most exem- 
plary man. He wasa devoted husband, an indulgent 
father, an obliging neighbor, and a faithful friend. 
Mrs. Colonel Chapman, a lady who lived for a time 
in his family, pays this tribute to his private life: 
* He was all that a husband, father, and neighbor 
should be, kind and affectionate to his wife and child, 
and very pleasant to all around him. Never did I 
hear him utter an unkind word.” “ His devotion to 
wife and children,” says George W. Julian, “ was as 
abiding and unbounded as his love of country.” 

The strong attachment always manifested by him 
for his friends has often been remarked. Rich and 
poor, great and humble, all were equally dear to him 
and alike the recipients of his regard and love. The 
prince he treated like a man, the humblest man he 
treated like a prince. Nothing in his career exhibits 
the greatness and nobleness of his character in a 
loftier degree than the cordial and unaffected manner 
in which, at Washington, in the midst of wealth, and 
splendor, and refinement, he was accustomed to 
receive and entertain the plain, uncultured friends of 
other days. 

A giant in stature, and a lion in strength and 
courage, he possessed the gentleness of a child and 
the tenderness of 8 woman. The sufferings, even of 
a stranger, would fill his eyes with tears, and the 
death of a friend would overwhelm him. In his 
tenth year his mother died, and for a time his heart 
was desolate and he could not be consoled. In his 
fifteenth year his only sister, a lovely, fragil flower, 
just blooming into womanhood, drooped and died, 
and life seemed purposeless to him again. Of his 
four children, two died while he was living—Eddie, 
a fair-haired babe, and his beloved Willie. When 
death took these his sorrow was unutterable. The 
untimely death of his young friend, the gallant Colo- 
nel Ellsworth, at Alexandria, and the death of his 
life-long friend, the lamented Edwin F. Baker, at 
Balls Bluff, were blows that staggered him. At the 
death of his good friend, Bowlin Greene, he was 
chosen to deliver a funeral address. When the hour 
arrived, and he stepped forward to perform the 
sacred task, his eyes fell upon the coffin of his dead 
friend and for a time he stood transfixed—helpless 
The only tribute he could pay was 
the tribute of his tears. When he turned for the 
last time from the bedside of the beautiful Ann Rut- 
ledge, his betrothed, it was with a broken heart and 
a mind dethroned. ‘Oh! I can never be reconciled 
to hav the snow, the rain, and the storm beat upon 
her grave,” was the pitiful burden of his plaint for 
weeks. Reason after a time returned, but his wonted 
gladness never; and down through all those event- 
ful years to that fatal April night when his own sweet 
lifeblood slowly oozed away, beneath that sparkling 
surface of feigned mirth drifted the memory and the 
agonies of that great grief. 

He was the most magnanimous of men. William 
H. Seward, his chief opponent for the presidential 
nomination, he made the premier of his cabinet. 
Secretary Chase became his political, if not his per- 
sonal, enemy. Yet, recognizing his fitness for the 
place, he waived ali personal grievances. and ap- 
pointed him to the exalted position of chief justice 
of the United States, the highest gift within the 
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power of a president to bestow. During his profes- 
sional career he was sent to Cincinnati to assist Ed- 
win M. Stanton in an important legal case. The 
grim Stanton had never met this plain, Western 
lawyer before, and displeased at his uncouth sppear- 
ance, and apparent lack of ability, treated him so dis- 
courteously that Lincoln's self-respect compelled him 
to practically withdraw from the case. It was a 
brutal affront, too poignant for him ever to forget, 
but not to forgiv, and linked together on one of the 
most momentous pages of history stand the names 
of Lincoln and Stanton, an enduring witness to his 
sublime magnanimity. 

The murdér of this loving savior of our Union was 
a disastrous blow, not to the victorious North alone, 
but to the vanquished South as well. Could he hav 
lived, the balm of his great, kindly nature would hav 
quickly healed the nation’s wounds. At the com- 
mencement of the conflict, in pleading tones, he said: 
* We are not enemies, but friends.” And at its close, 
notwithstanding all the cruel, bitter anguish he had 
endured during those four long years of fratricidal 
strife, “ With malice toward none, with charity for 
all,” he died, and many a brave Confederate deplored 

The deep damnation of his taking off. 

When Stonewall Jackson died, he paid a touching 
tribute to his gallantry, and said: “Let us forget 
his errors over his fresh-made grave.” In the dark 
ness of night, on a bloody field of the Peninsula, he 
bent beside the prostrate form of a dying soldier of 
the South, and while the hot tears rolled down his 
furrowed cheeks, soothed him with words of tender- 
est sympathy, and, by the dim rays of a lantern, took 
down from his lips a message to his mother, and sent 
it by a flag of truce into the enemies’ lines to be 
trausmitted to his home. 

The narration of his many deeds of kindness and 
mercy while at Washington would fill a volume. He 
loved to rescue an erring soldier boy from the jaws 
of death and fill a mother’s eyes with tears of joy. 
He loved to dispel the clouds of sorrow from a wife's 
sad heart and warm it with the sunshine of happi- 
ness. He loved to take the child of poverty upon 
his knee and plant within its little breast the seeds 
of confidence and hope. 

Glorious apostle of humanity! When shall we 
look upon his like again? so honest, so truthful, so 
just, so charitable, so loving, so merciful! Law 

` was his God, justice his creed, and liberty his heaven. 

If he sinned, mercy prompted him. In the presence 
of such a man, and in the presence of such a religion, 
how contemptible your puny theologians and their 
narrow creeds appear ! 

Born in the cabin of a Western wild, dying in a 
nation’s capital, its honored chief, enshrined in the 
hearts of an admiring world, Abraham Lincoln stands 
to day the gentlest, purest, noblest character in hu- 
man history. Millenniums may pass away, unnum- 
bered generations come and go, creeds rise and fall, 
but the divine faith of freedom’s martyr, a faith based 
upon immutable law, eternal justice, universal lib- 
erty, a faith formulated not in perishable words, but 
in immortal deeds, will liv on through all the years 
to come, a torch of hope to every son of toil. 

Joun E. REMSBURG. 
oC 


Crimes Against Criminals. 


In this brief address the object is to suggest, there 
being no time to present arguments at length. The 
subject has been chosen for the reason that it is one 
that should interest the legal profession, because that 
profession to a certain extent controls and shapes the 
legislation of our country and fixes definitly the 
scope and meaning of all laws. 

Lawyers ought to be foremost in legislativ and 
judicial reform, and of all men they should under- 
stand the philosophy of mind, the causes of human 
action, and the real science of government. 

It has been said that the three pests of a com- 
munity are: A priest without charity, a doctor with- 
out knowledge, and a lawyer without a sense of 
justice. 


I. 

All nations seem to hav had supreme confidence in 
the deterrent power of threatened and inflicted pain. 
They hav regarded punishment as the shortest road 
to reformation. Imprisonment, torture, death, con- 
stituted a trinity under whose protection society 
might feel secure. 

In addition to these, nations hav relied on confis- 
cation and degradation, on maimings, whippings, 
brandings, and exposures to public ridicule and con- 
tempt. Connected with the court of justice was the 
chamber of torture. The ingenuity of man was 
exhausted in the construction of instruments that 
would surely reach the most sensitiv nerve. All this 
was done in the interest of civilization—for the pro- 
tection of virtue and the well-being of states. Ouri- 
ously enough, the fact is that, no matter how severe 
the punishments were, the crimes increased. 

It was found that the penalty of death made little 
difference. Thieves and highwaymen, heretics and 
blasphemers, went on their way.. It was then thought 
necessary to add to this penalty of death, and con- 
sequently the convicted were tortured in every con- 


ceivable way before execution. They were broken 
on the wheel—their joints dislocated on the rack. 
They were suspended by their legs and arms, while 
immense weights were placed upon their breasts. 
Their flesh was burnt and torn with hot irons. 
They were roasted at slow fires. They were buried 
alive, given to wild beasts; molten lead was poured 
in their ears—their eyelids were cut off snd the 
wretches placed with their faces toward the sun— 
others were securely bound, so that they could move 
neither hand nor foot, and over their stomachs were 
placed inverted bowls; under these bowls rats were 
confined ; on top of the bowls were heaped coals of 
fire, so that the rats in their efforts to escape would 
gnaw into the bowels of the victims. They were 
staked out on the sands of the sea, to be drowned by 
the slowly rising tide—and every means by which 
human nature can be overcome slowly, painfully, and 
terribly, were conceived and carried into execution. 
And yet the number of so-called criminals increased. 

For petty offenses men were degraded—given to 
the mercy of the rabble. Their ears were cut off, 
their nostrils slit, their foreheads branded. They 
were tied to the taila of carts and flogged from one 
town to another. And yet, in spite of all, the poor 
wretches obstinately refused to become good and 
useful citizens. 

Degradation has been thoroughly tried, with its 
maimings and brandinge, and the result was that 
those who inflicted the punishments became as 
degraded as their victima. 

Only a few years ago there were more than two 
hundred offenses in Great Britain punishable by 
death. The gallows-tree bore fruit through all the 
year, and the hangman was the busiest official in the 
kingdom—but the criminals increased. 

Crimes were committed to punish crimes, and 
crimes were committed to prevent crimes. The world 
has been filled with prisons and dungeons, with 
chains and whips, with crosses and gibbsts, with 
thumbscrews and racks, with hangmen and headsmen 
—and yet these frightful means and instrumentalities 
and crimes hav accomplished little for the preserva- 
tion of property or life. It is safe to say that gov- 
ernments hav committed far more crimes than they 
hav prevented. 

Why is it that men will suffer and risk so much 
for the sake of stealing? Why will they accept 
degradation and punishment and infamy as their por- 
tion? Some will answer this question by an appeal 
to the dogma of original sin; others by saying that 
millions of men and women are under the control of 
fiends—that they are actually possessed by devils ; 
and others will declare that all these people act from 
choice—that they are possessed of free wills, of in- 
telligence—that they know and appreciate conse- 
quences, and that, in spite of all, they deliberately 
prefer a life of crime. 


IL 

Hav we not advanced far enough intellectually to 
deny the existence of chance? 
now that back of every act and thought and dream 
and fancy is an efficient cause? Is anything, or can 
anything, be produced that is not necessarily pro- 
duced? Oan the fatherless and motherless exist? 
Is there not a connection between all events, and is 
not every act related to all other acts? Is it not 
possible, is it not probable, is it not true, that the 
actions of all men are determined by countless causes 
over which they hav no positiv control ? 

Certain it is that men do not prefer unhappiness 
to joy. It can hardly be said that man intends 
permanently to injure himself, and that he does 
what he does in order that he may liv a life of 
misery. On the other hand, we must take it for 
granted that man endeavors to better his own condition, 
and seeks, although by mistaken ways, his own well- 
being. The poorest man would like to be rich—the 
sick desire health—and no sane msn wishes to win 
the contempt and hatred of his fellow-men. Every 
human being prefers liberty to imprisonment. 

Are the brains of criminals exactly like the brains 
of honest men? Hav criminals the same ambitions, 
the same standards of happiness or of well-being? 
If a difference exists in the brain, will that, in part, 
account for the difference in character? Is there 
anything in heredity? Are vices as carefully trans- 
mitted by nature as virtues? Does each man in 
some degree bear burdens imposed by ancestors? 
We know that diseases of flesh and blood are trans- 
mitted—that the child is the heir of physical 
deformity. Are diseases of the brain—are deform- 
ities of the soul, of the mind, also transmitted ? 

We not only admit, but we assert, that in the 
physical world there are causes and effects. We 
insist that there is and can be no effect without an 
efficient cause. When anything happens in that 
world, we are satisfied that it was naturally and 
necessarily produced. The causes may be obscure, 
but we as implicitly believe in their existence as when 
we know positivly what they are. In the physical 
world we hav taken the ground that there is nothing 
miraculous—that everything is natural—end if we 
cannot explain it, we account for our inability to ex- 
plain by our own ignorance. Is it not possible, is it 
not probable, that what is true in the physical world 


Are we not satisfied. 


is equelly true in the realm of mind—in that strange 
world of passion and desire? Is it possible that 
thoughts, or desires, or passions are the children of 
chance, born of nothing? Oan we conceive of Noth- 
ing as a force, or as a cause? If, then, there is be- 
hind every thought and desire and passion an efficient 
cause, we ean, in pari at least, account for the actions 
of men. 

A certain man under certain conditions acts in & 
certain way. There are certain temptations that he, 
with his brain, with his experience, with his intelli- 
gence, with his surroundings, cannot withstand. He 
is irresistibly led to do, or impelled to do, certain 
things ; and there are other things that he cannot 
do. If we change the conditions of this man, his 
actions will be changed. Develop his mind, giv him 
new subjects of thought, and you change the man ; 
and tke man being changed, it follows as a necessity 
that his conduct will be different. 

In civilized countries the struggle for existence is 
severe—the competition far sharper than in savage 
lands. The consequence is that there are many fail- 
ures. These failures lack, it may be, opportunity or 
brain or moral force or industry or something with- 
out which, under the circumstances, success is im- 
possible. Certain lines of conduct are called legal, 
and certain others criminal, and the men who fail in 
one line may be driven to the other. How do we 
know that it is possible for all people to be honest? 
Are we certain that all people can tell thetruth? Is 
it possible for all men to be generous or candid or 
courageous ? 

I am perfectly satisfied that there are millions of 
people incapable of committing certain crimes, and it 
may be true that there are millions of others inca- 
pable of practicing certain virtues. We do not blame 
a man because he is not a sculptor, a poet, a painter, 
or a statesman. We say he has not the genius. Are 
we certain that it does not require genius to be good ? 
Where is the man with intelligence enough to take 
into consideration the circumstances of each individ- 
ual case? Who has the mental balance with which 
to weigh the forces of heredity, of want, of tempta- 
tion, and who can analyze with certainty the myste- 
rious motions of the brain? Where and what are the 
sources of vice and virtue? In what obscure and 
shadowy recesses of the brain are passions born? 
And what is it that for the moment destroys the 
sense of right and wrong? Who knows to what ex- 
tent reason becomes the prisoner of passion—of some 
strange and wild desire, the seeds of which were 
sown, it may be, thousands of years ago in the breast 
of some savage? To what extent do antecedents and 
surroundings affect the moral sense? 

Is it not possible that the tyranny of governments, 
the injustice of nations, the fierceness of what is 
called the law, produce in the individual a tendenoy 
in the same direction? Is it not true that the citi- 
zen is apl to imitate his nation? Society degrades 
its enemies—ihe individual seeks to degrade his. 
Society plunders its enemies, and now and then s 
citizen has the desire to plunder bis, Society kilis 
its enemies, and possibly sows in the heart of some 
citizen the seeds of murder. 

IH. i 

Is it not true that the criminal is a natural product, 
aud that society unconsciously produces these chil- 
drea of vice? Can we not safely take another step, 
and say that the criminal is a victim, as the diseased 
and insane ard deformed are victims? We do act 
think of punishing a man because he is afflicted with 
digease—our desire is to finda cure. We send him, 
not tothe penitentiary, but to the hospital, to an 
asylum. We do this because we recognize the fact 
that disease is naturally prcduced—that it is inherited 
from parents, or the result of unconscious negligence, 
or it may be of recklessness—but instead of punish- 
ing, we pity. If there are diseases of the mind, of 
the brain, as there are diseases of the body, and if 
these diseases of the mind, these deformities of the 
brain, produes, and necessarily produce, what we 
call vice, why should we punish the criminal, and 
pity those who are physically diseased ? 

Socrates, in some respects ab least one cf the wis- 
est of men, said: “It is strange that you should not 
be angry when you meet a man with an ill-condi- 
tioned body, and yet be vexed when you encounter 
one with an ill-copditioned soul.” 

We know that there are deformed bodies, and we 
are equally certain that there are deformed minds. 

Of course, society has the right to protect itself, 
no matter whether the persons who attack its well- 
being are responsible or not, no matter whether they 
are sick in mind or deformed in brain. The right of 
self-defense exists, not only in the individual, but in 
society. The great question is, How shall this right 
of self-defense be exercised? What spirit shall be 
in the ration or in society—the spirit of revenge, a 
desire to degrade and punish and destroy, or a spirit 
born of the recognition of the fact that criminals are 
victims ? 

The world has thoroughly tried confiscation, 
degradation, imprisonment, torture, and death, and 
thus far the world has failed. In this connection I 
call your attention to the following statistics gath- 
ered in our own country: 
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In 1850, we had 23,000 000 of people, and between | 
six and seven thousand prisoners. 

In 1860, 31 000.000 of people and 19,000 prisoners. 

In 1870, 38,000,000 of paople and 32 000 prisoners. 

In 1880, 50,000,000 of people and 58 000 prisoners. 

It may be curious to note the relation between 
insanity, pauperism, and crime: 

In 1850, there were 15,000 insane; in 1860, 24,000; 
in 1870, 37,000; in 1880, 91 000. 

In the light of these statistics, we are not sucoeed- 
ing in doing sway with crime. There were in 1880 
58,000 prisoners, and in the same year 57,000 home- 
less children, and 66,000 paupers in almshouses. 

Is it possible that we must go to the same causes 
for these effects ? 

IV. 

There is also another side to this question. A 
punishment that degrades the punished will degrade 
the man who inflicts the punishment, and will degrade 
the government that procures the infliction. The 
whipping-post pollutes, not only the whipped, but 
the whipper, and not only the whipper, but the com- 
munity at large. Wherever its shadow falls it 
degrades. 

If, then, there is no reforming power in degrada 
tion—no deterrent power—for the reason that the 
degradation of the criminal degrades the community, 
and in this way produces more criminals, then the 
next question is, Whether there is any reforming 
power in torture? The trouble with this is that it 
hardens and degrades to the last degree the minis- 
ters of the law. Those who are not affected by the 
agonies of the bad will in a little time care nothing 
for the sufferings of the good. There seems to be & 
little of the wild beast in men—a something that is 
fascinated by suffering and that delights in inflicting 
pain. When a government tortures it is in the same 
state of mind that the criminal was when he com- 
mitted his crime. It requires as much malice in 
those who execute the law to torture a criminal as it 
did in the criminal to torture and kill his victim. 
The one was a crime by a person, the other by a 
nation. 

There is something in injustice, in oruelty, that 
tends to defeat itself. There were never as many 
traitors in England as when the traitor was drawn 
and quartered—when he was tortured in every pos- 
sible way—when his limbs, torn and bleeding, were 
given to the fury of mobs or exhibited pierced by 
pikes or hung in chains. These frightful punish- 
ments produced intense -hatred of the government, 
and traitors continued to increase until they became 
powerful enough to decide what treason was and who 
the traitors were and to inflict the same torments on 
others. 


The other day I was asked these questions: “ Has 
there been as much heroism displayed for the right 
as for the wrong? Has virtue had as many martyrs 
as vice ?" 

For hundreds of years the world has endeavored 
io destroy the good by force. The expression of 
honest thought was regarded as the greatest of 
crimes. Dungeons were filled by the noblest and 
the best, and the blood of the bravest was shed by 
the sword or consumed by flame. It was impossible 
to destroy the longing in the heart of man for liberty 
‘and truth. Is it not possible that brute force and 
cruelty and revenge, imprisonment, torture, and death 
are a impotent to do away with vice as to destroy 
virtue? 


To me it has always been a mystery how the 
average man, knowing something of the weakness of 
human nature, something of the temptations to which 
he himself has been exposed—remembering the evil 
of his life, the things he would hav done had there 
‘been opportunity, had he absolutely known that dis- 
eovery would be impossible—should hav feelings of 
hatred toward the imprisoned. 

Is it possible that the average man assaults the 
criminal in a spirit of self-defense? Does he wish to 
convince his neighbors that the evil thought and im- 
pulse were never in his mind? Are his words’ a 
shield that he uses to protect himself from suspicion ? 
. For my part, I sympathize sincerely with all failures, 
with the victims of society, with those who hav 
fallen, with the imprisoned, with the hopeless, with 
those who hav been stained by verdicts of guilty, and 
with those who in the moment of passion hav 
destroyed, as with a blow, the future of their lives. 

How perilous, after all, is the state of man! It is 
the work of a life to build a great and splendid 
character. It is the work of a moment to destroy it 
utterly, from turret to foundation-stone. How cruel 
hypocrisy is ! 


v. 

Is there any remedy * Can anything be done for 
the reformation of the criminal? He should be 
treated with kindness. Every right should be given 
him, consistent with the safety of society. He 
should neither be degraded nor robbed. The 
state should set the highest and noblest example. 
The powerful should never be cruel, and in the 
breast of the supreme there should be no desire for 
revenge. 
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Ali will admit that the indastrious must be pro- 
tected. In this world it is necessary to work. Labor 
is the foundation of all prosperity. Larceny is the 
enemy of industry. Society has the right to protect 
itself. The question is, Has it the right to punish? 
—has it the right to degrade ?—or should it endeavor 
to reform the convict ? 

A men is taken to the penitentiary. He is clad in 
the garments of a convict. He is degraded—he loses 
his name—he is designated by a number. He is no 
longer treated asa human being—he becomes the 
slave of the state. Nothing is done for his improve- 
ment—nothing for his reformation. He is driven 
like a beast of burden ; robbed of his labor; leased, 
it may be, by the state to a contractor, who gets out 
of his hands, out of his muscles, out of his poor brain, 
all the toil that he can. He is not allowed to speak 
with a fellow-prisoner. At night he is alone in his 
cell. The relations that should exist between men 
are destroyed. He is aconvict. He is no longer 
worthy to associate even with his keepets. The 
jsilor is immensely his superior, and the man who 
turns the key upon him at night regards himself, in 
comparison, à8 a model of honesty, of virtue and 
manhood. The convict is pavement on which those 
who watch him walk. He remains for the time of 
his sentence, and when that expires he goes forth a 
branded man. He is given money enough to pay 
his fare back to the place from whence he came. 

What is the condition of this man? Oan he get 
employment? Not if he honestly states who he is 
and where he has been. The first thing he does is 
to deny his personality, to assume a name. He 
endeavors by telling falsehoods to lay the foundation 
for future good conduct. The average man does 
not wish to employ an ex-convict, because the 
average man has no confidence in the reforming 
power of the penitentiary. He believes that the 
convict who comes out is worse than the convict who 
went in. He knows that in the penitentiary the 
heart of this man has been hardened—that he has 
ke3n subjected to the torture of perpetual humilia- 
tion—that he has been treated like a ferocious beast ; 
and so he believes that this ex-convict has in his 
heart hatred for society, that he feels he has been 
degraded and robbed. Under these circumstances, 
what avenue is open to the ex-convict ? If he changes 
his name, there will be some detectiv, some officer of 
the law, some meddlesome wretch, who will betray 
hissecret. Heis then discharged. He seeks employ- 
ment again, and he must seek it by again telling what 
is not true. He is again detected, and again dis- 
charged. And finally he becomes convinced that he 
cannot liv as an honest man. He naturally drifts 
back into the society of those who hav had a like ex. 
perience; and the result is that in a little while he 
again stands in the dock, charged with the commission 
of another crime. Again he is sent to the peniten- 
tisry—and this is the end. He feels that his day is 
done, that the future has only degradation for him. 


. * . . 


VI. 

Why should the state take without compensation 
the labor of these men, and why should they, after 
having been imprisoned for years, be turned out 
without the means of support? Would it not be 
far better, far more economical, to pay these men for 
their labor, to lay aside their earnings from day to 
day, from month to month, and from year to year— 
to put their money at interest, so that when the con- 
vict is released after five years of imprisonment he 
will hay several hundred dollars of his own—not 
merely money enough to pay his way back to the 
place from which he was sent, but enough to make 
it possible for him to commence business on his own 
account, enough to keep the wolf of crime from the 
door of his heart. 

Suppose the convict comes out with five hundred 
doliars. This would be to most of that class a fort- 
une. It would form a breastwork, a fortress, behind 
which the man could fight temptation. This would 
giv him food and raiment, enable him to go to some 
other state or country where he could redeem him- 
self. If this was done, thousands of convicts would 
feel under immense obligation to the government. 
They would think of the penitentiary as the place in 
which they were saved—in which they were redeemed 
—and they would feel that the verdict of guilty res- 
cued them from the abyss of crime. Under these 
circumstances, the law would appear beneficent, and 
the heart of the poor convict, instead of being filled 
with malice, would overflow with gratitude. He 
would see the propriety of the course pursued by 
the government. He would recognize and feel and 
experience the benefits of his course, and the result 
would be good, not only to him, but to the ration 
as well. 

VII. E 

There are, however, men who pursue crime as a 
vocation—as a profession—men who hav been con- 


victed again and again, and who still persist in using. 


the liberty of intervals to prey upon the rights of 
others. What shall be done with these men and 
women ? 


Pat one thousand hardened thieves on an island—- 
compel them to produce what they eat and use—and 
I am almost certain that a large majority would be 
opposed to theft. Those who worked would not 
permit those who did not to steal the result of their 
labor. In other words, seif-preservation would be 
the dominant idea, and these men would instantly 
look upon the idlers as the enemies of their society. 

Such a community would be self-supporting. Let 
women of the same class be put by themselvs. Keep 
the sexes absolutely apart. Those who are beyond 
the power of reformation should not hav the liberty 
to reproduce themselvs. Those who cannot be 
reached by kindness—by justice—those who under 
no circumstances are willing to do their share, should 
be separated. They should dwell apart, and dying, 
Should leave no heirs. 

What shall be done with the slayers of their fellow- 
men—with murderers? Shall the nation take life? 

It has been contended that the death penalty 
deters others—that it has far more terror than im- 
prisonment for life. What is the effect of the exam- 
ple set by a nation? Is not the tendency to harden 
and degrade not only those who inflict and those 
who witness, but the entire community as well ? 

A few years ago a man was hanged in Alexandrie, 
Virginia. One who witnessed the execution, on that 
very day, murdered a pedler in the Smithsonian 
grounds at Washington. He was tried and executed, 
and one who witnessed his hanging went home, and 
on the same day murdered his wife. 

The tendency of the extreme penalty is to prevent 
conviction. In the presence of death it is easy for a 
jury to find a doubt. Technicalities become impor- 
tant, and absurdities, touched with mercy, hav the 
appearance for a moment of being natural and logical. 
Honest and conscientious men dread a final and 
irrevocable step. If the penalty were imprisonment 
for life, the jury would feel that if any mistake were 
made it could be rectified ; but where the penalty is 
death a mistake is fatal. A conscientious man takes 
into consideration the defects of human nature—ihe 
uncertainty of testimony, and the countless shadows 
that dim and darken the understanding, and refuses 
to find a verdict that, if wrong, cannot be righted. 

The death penalty, inflicted by the government, is 
8 perpetual excuse for mobs. 

VIII. 

If we are to change the conduct of men, we must 
ehange their conditions. Extreme poverty and crime 
go hand in hand. Destitution multiplies tempta- 
tions and destroys the finer feelings. The bodies 
and souls of men are apt to be clad in like garments. 
If the body is covered with rags, the soul is generally 
in the same condition. Self-respect is gone—the 
man looks down—he has neither hope nor courage. 
He becomes sinister—he envies the prosperous— 
hates the fortunate, and despises himself. 


We need not repeat the failures of the Old World. 
To divide lands among successful generals, or among 
favorits of the crown, to giv vast estates for 
services rendered in war, is no worse than to allow 
men of great wealth to purchase and hold vast tracts 
of land. The result is precisely the same—that is to 
say, a nation composed of a few landlords and of 
many tenants—the tenants resorting from time to 
time to mob violence, and the landlords depending 
upon a standing army. The property of no man, 
however, should be taken for either private or public 
use without just compensation and in accordance 
with law. There is in the state what is known as 
the right of eminent domain. The state reserves to 
itself the power to take the land of any private 
citizen for a public use, paying to that private 
citizen a just compensation to be legsüly ascer- 
tained. When a corporation wishes to build a 
railway, it exercises this right of eminent domain, 
and where the owner of land refuses to sell a right of 
way, or land for the establishment of stations or 
shops, and the corporation proceeds to condemn the 
land to ascertain its value, and when the amount 
thus ascertained is paid, the property vests in the 
corporation. This power is exercised because in the 
estimation of the people the ccnstruction of a railway 
is a public good. 

I believe that this power should be exercised in 
another direction. It will be well, as it seems to me, 
for the legislature to fix the amount of land that a 
private citizen may own, that will not be subject to 
be taken for the use of which I am about to speak. 
The amount to be thus held will depend upon many 
local circumstances, to be decided by each state for 
itself. Let me suppose that the amount of land that 
may be held by a farmer for cultivation has been 
fixed at one hundred and sixty acres—and suppose 
that A has several thousand acres. B wishes to buy 
one hundred and sixty acres or less of this land, for 
the purpose of making himself a home. A refuses 
to sell. Now, I believe that the law should be so 
that B can invoke this right of eminent domain, and 
file his petition, hav the case brought before a jury, 
or before commissioners, who shall hear the evidence 
and determin the value, and on the payment of the 
amount the land shall belong to B. 
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I would extend the same law to lots and houses in 
cities and villages—the object being to fill our country 
with the owners of homes, so that every child shall 
hav a fireside, every father and mother a roof, pro- 
vided they. hav the intelligence, the energy, and the 
industry to acquire the necessary means. 

Tenements and flats and rented land are, in my 
judgment, the enemies of civilization. They make 
the rich richer and the poor poorer. They put a 
few in palaces, but they put many in prisons. 


IX. 

No one places a higher value upon the free school 
than Ido; and no one takes greater pride in the 
prosperity of our eolleges and universities. But at 
the same time, much that is called education simply 
unfits men successfully to fight the battle of life. 
Thousands are to-day studying things that will be of 
exceedingly little importance to them or to others. 
Much valuable time is wasted in studying languages 
that long ago were dead, and histories in which 
there is no truth. 

There was an idea in the olden time—and it is not 
yet dead—that whoever was educated ought not to 
work; that he should use his head and not his hands. 
Graduates were ashamed to be found engaged in 
manual labor, in plowing fields, in sowing or in gath- 
ering grain. To this manly kind of independence 
they preferred the garret and the precarious exist- 
ence of an unappreciated poet, borrowing their 
money from their friends and their ideas from the 
dead. The educated regarded the useful as degrad- 
ing—they were wiliing to stain their souls to keep 
their hands white. 


In all the schools children should be taught to 
work in wood and iron, to understand the construc- 
tion and use of machinery, to become acquainted 
with the great forces that man is using to do his work. 
The present system of education teaches names, 
not things. It is as though we should spend years in 
learning the names of cards, without playing a game. 

In this way boys would learn their aptitudes— 
would ascertain what they were fitted for—what 
they could do. It would not be a guess or an 
experiment, but a demonstration. Education should 
increase a boy’s chances for getting a living. The 
real good of it is to get food and roof and raiment, 
opportunity to develop the mind and the body and 
liv a full and ample life. 

The more real education, the less crime—and the 
more homes, the fewer prisons. 


X. 

The fear of punishment may deter some, the fear 
of exposure others; but there is no real reforming 
power in fear or punishment. Men cannot be tor- 
tured into greatness, into goodness. All this, as I 
said before, has been thoroughly tried. The idea 
that punishment was the only relief, found its limit, 
its infinit, in the old doctrin of eternal pain; but the 
believers in that dogma stated distinctly that the 
. Victims never would be, and never could be, reformed. 

As men become civilized they become capable of 
greater pain and of greater joy. To the extent that 
the average man is capable of enjoying or suffering, 
to that extent he has sympathy with others. The 
average man, the more enlightened he becomes, the 
more apt he is to put himself in the place of another. 
He thinks of his prisoner, of his employes, of his 
tenant—and he even thinks beyond these: he thinks 
of the community at large. As man becomes civil- 
ized he takes more and more into consideration cir- 
cumstances and conditions. He gradually loses faith 
in the old ideas and theories that every man can do 
as he wills, and in the place of the word “wills” he 
puts the word “must.” The time comes to the intel- 
ligent man when in the place of punishments he 
thinks of consequences, results—that is to say, not 
something inflicted by some other power, but some- 
thing necessarily growing out of what is done. The 
elesrer men perceive the consequences of actions, the 
better they will be. Behind consequences we place 
no personal will, and consequently do not regard 
them as inflictions or punishments. Consequences, 
no matter how severe they may be, create in the 
mind no feeling of resentment, no desire for revenge. 
We do not feel bitterly toward the fire because it 
burns, or the frost that freezes, or the flood that 
overwhelms, or the ses that drowns—beoause we 
attribute to these things no motivs, good or bad. 
So, when through the development of the intellect 
man perceives not only the nature but the absolute 
certainty of consequences, he refrains from certain 
actions, and this may be called reformation through 
the intellect—and surely there is no better reforma- 
tion than this. Some may be, and probably millions 
hav been, reformed through kindness, through grati- 
tude— made better in the sunlight of charity. In 
the atmosphere of kindness the seeds of virtue burst 
into bud and flower. Oruelty, tyranny, brute force, 
do not and cannot by any possibility better the heart 
of man. He who is forced upon his knees has the 
attitude, but never the feeling, of prayer. 


XI. 
All the penalties, all the punishments, are inflicted 


under belief that man can do right under all cir- 
cumstances—that his conduct is absolutely under his 
control, and that his will is a pilot that can, in spite 
of winds and tides, reach any port desired. All this 
is, in my judgment, a mistake. It is a denial of the 
integrity of nature. It is based upon the supernat- 
ural and miraculous, and as long as this mistake 
remains the corner-stone of criminal jurisprudence 
reformation will be impossible. 

We must take into consideration the nature of man 
—the facts of mind—the power of temptation—the 
limitations of the intellest—the force of habit—the 
result of heredity—the power of passion—the domina- 
tion of want—the diseases of the brain—the tyranny 
of appetite—the cruelty of conditions—the results of 
assooiatior— the effects of poverty and wealth, of 
helplessness and power. 

Until these subtle things are understood—until 
we know that man, in spite of all, can certainly pur- 
sue the highway of the right, society should not im- 
poverish and degrade, should not chain and kill, 
those who, after all, may be the helpless victims of 
unknown causes that are deaf and blind. 

We know something of ourselve—of the average 
man—of his thoughts, passions, fears, and aspirations 
—tomething of his sorrows and his joys, his weak- 
ness, his liability to fall—something of what he 
resists—the struggles, the victories and the failures 
of his life. We know something of the tides and 
currents of the mysterious sea—something of the 
circuits of the wayward winds—but we do not know 
where the wild storms are born that wreck and rend. 
Neither do we know in what strange realm the mists 
and clouds are formed that dim and darken all the 
heaven of the mind, nor from whence comes the tem- 
pest of the brain in which the will to do, sudden as 
the lightning’s flash, seizes and holds the man until 
the dreadful deed is done that leaves a curse upon 
the soul. 

We do not know. Our ignorance should make us 
hesitate. Our weakness should make us merciful. 

I cannot more fittingly close this address than by 
quoting the prayer of the Buddhist: “I pray thee to 
hay pity on the vicious—thou hast already had pity 
on the virtuous by making them so." 

R. G. INGERSOLL, 
—— d$ 8 —————-——. 


'The Coming Convention of Liberal Women. 


There is a movement on foot to assemble the prom- 
inent Liberal women of the country in Washington, 
on February 24th and 25th, in a convention to be 
held for purposes of organization. 

The hour is eminently ripe for such & movement. 
For some time past our orthodox brethren and sis- 
ters—especially the sisters—not satisfied with their 
legitimate churchly works of mercy and peace, and 
the right (inherent in every human being) to moral 
suasion, hav assumed an aggressiv position, and are 
seeking to cram their religious opinions by main 
force down the throats of those who differ with them. 
By a resolution of the late Chicago convention, the 
Women's Christian Temperance Union women de- 
elared that Christ should be recognized in our laws 
as the king of nations, and by this and by similar 
utterances, they hav placed themselvs in line with 
the American Sabbath Union, with the advocates of 
the Blair and Breckenridge bills, and, in short, with 
all the various branches of that God-in-the-Constitu- 
tion party who are planning to destroy the corner- 
stone of our republic—i.c., religious liberty. 

When the women of a community hav been once 
roused to concerted action upon any moral question, 
their success is usually but a matter of time. Un- 
like men, they are not, as a rule, held in check by 
business or political considerations. The training cf 
centuries, which has stimulated the feminin emo- 
tional nature out of all proportion to its intellectual, 
has also compelled it to seek an outlet along higher 
levels only. The result is, that, when once it pre- 
cipitates itself from these high tablelands upon the 
brutality, the immorality, or other wickedness slong 
the lower levels, it does so with an appalling and 
well-nigh irresistible torrent that sweeps everything 
before it. We hava striking example in this same 
Women's Christian Temperance movement, which is 
now sweeping over our country in an ever-deepening 
flood. One by one the old bulwarks of intemperance 
totter and fall before our eyes, and it looks just now 
as though every saloon, with its baleful influence, 
were doomed to final submersion and overthrow by 
the raging waters. 

But, alas! the flood does not cease here. Mingled 
with this torrent of righteous indignation are power- 
ful currents of church fanaticism, which already 
threaten the very foundations of religious liberty 
upon which our republic rests—currents which are 
making themselvs felt by the unconscious help of the 
flood of philanthropy along whose channel they run. 

It is against such fanaticism as this, that the 
Liberal women of the country are called to organize 
in February. And it is to be hoped that our thought- 
ful and broad-minded women everywhere will respond 
to this call, in so far as they are able. 

The time has come when the irregular, guerrilla 


warfare of Liberals must be replaced by cooperation | 


and disciplin, if any really effectiv battle is to be 
waged against ecclesiastical aggression. Liberal 
Leagues and Radical clubs are all well enough, as 
far as they go. They cultivate the intellectual side 
of Liberalism, and furnish a place of exchange for 
progressiv thought. But, as to influencing the 
emotional nature of the community in favor of Liber- 
alism, they are almost useless. 

We can learn a lesson from our orthodox brethren 
in this matter. What has been the secret of their 
success ? 

Certainly not their numerieal strength, as compared 

with the numbers of non-churchgoers. The most 
hopeful among them admit that but a small minority 
of the older business men are activ sympathizers ; 
that but from seven to ten per cent of the young men 
in a community are church-members; and that but 
from fifteen to seventeen per cent of young men ever 
see the inside of a church. The majority of the 
mature male population are non-churchgoers. The 
main dependence of the orthodox church is upon its 
women; there being, according to arecent speech by 
Mrs. Mary T. Lathrop before the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, but one man to four or six 
women at the regular church services, and but one 
man to fourteen or fifteen women at prayer-meetings. 
The reason for this predominance of women over men 
in church work probably lies in what we hav indicated 
above—that the training of women through long 
centuries has compelled an emotional outlet along 
higher levels only. But, whatever the cause, the fact 
is indisputable that it is the women who hav carried 
on both the philanthropy and fhe devoteeism—in 
short, the emotional work—of the orthodox church. 
And of late years, since its women hav learned organ- 
ization and business methods, the church has advanced 
with giant strides. Like the Democratic party in 
politics, these orthodox women “ vote solidly.” And 
they work solidly, too, each woman doing her level 
best for the church she believes in—be that best little 
or much—snd acting with her fellow-women under 
some accredited leader. Under this leadership, they 
get up tea-parties, tableaux, fairs, and entertainments 
of various kinds, and work like Trojans, well content 
if they “make” buta very few dollars above the general 
expenses ; they sell tickets, distribute circulars and 
tracts, besiege rich people until the purse-strings are 
loosened, organize “Jend-a-hand” clubs among the 
boys and girls, and keep the young men and women 
going at some sort of delightful social coadjutorship 
which shall finally bring in money or recruits for 
“the cause.” It is little wonder that all this energy, 
this faithfulness in detail work, this organization 
under competent leadership, should win so many 
orthodox successes. 

Compared with their sisters in the church, what 
are our Liberal women doing? Almost nothing. 

It is high time that women outside of orthodoxy 
awakened to the sense of their powers, as hav already 
their sisters within the pale of the church. It is 
high time that they realized the mission to which 
they are called in this nineteenth century, and which 
they alone can accomplish—the carrying of the 
human race not alone upward, as their orthodox sis- 
ters sre seeking to do, but forward to the broader 
sweep and clearer outlook of Liberalism. 

It is for this purpose that the convention of Lib- 
eral women is called in February. And it is to be 
hoped that every one of our women will do her best 
to help along that purpose. 

Whether the convention will elect to organize 
independently of previous societies, or to form an 
auxiliary branch of some one of those already activ, 
remains to be seen. The auxiliary plan has much in 
its favor; and, if this meet with the convention's 
approval, it seems as though the American Secular 
Union might confidently expect to be the one with 
which our Liberal women would hasten to ally them- 
selva. The American Secular Union has three things 
especially to commend itself as a rallying-point for 
the new society: . 

1. The nine principles which it advocates, and 
which are lineal descendants of the famous Nine 
Demands of Secularism. 

2. That “non-partisan clause” in its constitution, 
whereby it “ welcomes all persons, of whatever faith 
or party, to its membership, on the basis of ‘no 
union of church and state.’” 

3. Its article on “Local Auxiliary Societies,” which 
states that such organizations “shall be absolutely 
independent in the administration of their affairs,” 

and that “the effect of their charters shal! be simply 
to unite them in cordial fellowship and efficient 
coöperation of the freest kind with the American 
Secular Union and with other local societies.” 
Ina C. Cnappocx, Cor. Secy. A. S. U. 
———— 


Tux Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia will cele- 
brate Paine's birthday on Suuday, February 2d, instead of 
January 29th. Mr. Longford writes that good talent and 
music kav been secured, and that Liberals in and near Phila- 
delphia ‘are cordially invited. 


Tuz Manhattan Liberal Club will be addressed on Friday 
evening, January 3ist, by Prof. Thomas W. Organ, on the 
“Fallacies of Modern Liberalism Concerning Prohibition.” 
The Liberals of the city are invited to attend, learn what are 
their fallacies, and reform their ways. 
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Communications, 


The Origin of Christmas.* 


The word “ Christmas” contains in itself evidence 
of its derivation from the liturgical nomenclature of 
Romish sacerdoialism. Christ-mas—the mass of 
Carist—that peculiar priestly hocus-pocus under 
which it is said that the eucharistic wafer is transub- 
stantiated into the body of Jesus, the Christ. 

The institution of this mass is accredited to Pope 
Telesphorus, in the second Christian century. At 
first it was what the almanac calls a “moveable 
feast,” like Good Friday and Easter, end was often 
confounded with the Epiphany, and was celebrated 
by the eastern churches in April and May. In the 
fourth century Pops Julius I. ordered an investiga- 
tion into the particular date of the birth of Jesus, 
and the result of this inquiry was the conelusion that 
he was born the 25th of December. 

It is hardly necessary to say that this is a matter 
of mere arbitrary conjecture, as nothing is certainly 
known concerning the day or even tke year of the 
birth of Jesus. Among celebrated Christian writers 
one hundred and thirty-three different opinions hav 
been expressed as to the time of the so-called nativ- 
ity, and the latest conclusion of the best scholarship 
is that nothing is certainly known on this subject, 
and that the chronology of the first four hundred 
years of the Christian era is unreliable, as no perma- 
nent or trustworthy records were kept. 

The first intimation that we hav that there was 
anything uncommon in the birth of Jes2s, is found 
in the epistle of Ignatius, bishop of Antiosh, who 
lived in the early part of the second century (a.D. 
107) Modern history givs an account of & most ex- 
traordinary epistolary correspondences between this 
bishop and the Virgin Mary, though it detracts 
somewhat from its claim to genuinness that these 
letters were first published in Paris in 1495. 

The gospels ascribed to Matthew and Luke alone 
teach the doctrin of the divine parentage and mirac- 
ulous birth of Jesus, and as they were first known 
between the years 170 and 180, of course the story 
of Ignatius was of earlier date. It is a suggestiv 
fact that Ignatius presided in Antioch, of Syris, and 
that province was imbued with the religious ideas of 
the Persians, who held that Zoroaster, their great 
prophet, had been immaculately conceived by a ray 
of the divine reason, and that Mithra, their incarnated 
deity, was miraculously begotten and born of a virgin 
mother. care 

It must not be supposed, as has been intimated, 
that the church of Rome, in fixing the 25:h of De- 
cember as the time for celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
did so because she had reliable information as to 
this date. She must hav had some other reason for 
fixing her Christmas festivities at this partieular 
. time. And now it is right to recognize the well. 
` established fact that at the precise time in each year 

corresponding with the 25th day of the 19:h month, 
from the earliest periods of which history givs any 
account, all nations hav been accustomed to hold fes- 
livities very similar to the Christmas rites of the 
Romish church. So far from the truth is the ides 
that celebrations now known as Christmas holidays 
are less than nineteen hundred years old, similar, if 
not identical celebrations were held thousands of 
yeara before the infant Moses was rescued from the 
ark of bulrushes, or the young child of Mary re- 
ceived “gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 

In Buddhistie temples, before the dawn of consec- 
utiv chronology, on Hindoo pleins on the 25th of 
December, thousands and thousands of years ago, 
festivities similar to our modern Christmas were cele- 
brated. .Houses were illuminated and made bright 
with gilt paper and gay colors, and garlands of ever- 

, green and flowers were seen in every direction, while 
friends congratulated each other with good wishes, 
ad presents were exchanged among friends and rel- 
ativs. $ 

In the Chinese sacred books we hav similar ac- 
counts of the most gorgeous celebrations held on the 
25th day of the twelfth month. 

Celebrations still more imposing were held on the 
25th day of December among the ancient Persians, 
long, long before the sorrowful times when the He- 
brew captivs sat by the rivers of Babylon and 
mingled their tears with the turgid waters, “and 
wept as they remembered Zion !" 

Festivities in honor of Osiris and Isis, and their 
son Horus, were celebrated in Egypt, long before 
the emigration of Joseph and Jacob, and when the 
Pyramids were young, and that too on the 25th of 
December. 

It would take up all the time allotted to this paper 
to giv even a brief notice of the oriental nations of 
antiquity who celebrated (from pre-historic times) 
the 25th of December, with religious and social cers- 
monies more or less magnificent and gérgeous 
-—running down through the Bacchanalian festivities 


* A lecture delivered before Friendshin Liberal League, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 29, 1889. By Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 
Published by request. 


of Greece and the Saturnalia of pagan Rome, until 
after and since the commencement of the Christian 
era. 

Now the questions come up, in every rational mind, 
what was the origin of these winter festivities, and 
why were they uniformly observed on the 25th day 
of the twelfth month? There must hav been some 
common understanding among these remote peoples 
—B80me reason upon which the custom was based. 
Some light will pour in upon this subject when we 
consider the fact, that these celebrations were all 
held in commemoration of the alleged birth of a 
divine man, having a supernatural father and a hu- 
man virgin mother. Sakia and Christna, and other 
Indian incarnations, all had virgin mothers, and so 
had the hero-gods of Egypt, Persia, Greece, Rome, 
Thibet, and Mexico. The virgin mother of the 
savior of the Druids, more than two thousand years 
ago, had a crown of twelve stars upon her head, and 
her foot was placed upon the head of a serpent, and 
‘he same devices are found engraved in the stone 
cave temples of India, made thousands of years ago. 
What does it all mean? What is the real source of 
these uniform legends, which place the birth of a 
god on the 25th of December, and make them all so 
much alike ? 

These questions can only be answered in the study 
of comparativ religions. A large class of learned 
writers favor the hypothesis that all systems of the- 
ology, ancient and modern, are suggestions of the 
phenomena of physical nature, postulated by poets 
and philosophers long before the Christian era. 

Primitiv peoples, leading pastoral lives in the open 
air by night and day, were very naturally first led to 
worship the sun, and to trace his relations to other 
celestial orbs. As intelligence increased, and some 
men excelled others, the contemplativ few came to 
regard the sun as the best emblem of the creativ, 
animating, fecundating spirit of the universe, while 
the many could only see the material emblem. It 
was the habit of the oriental mind to personify al- 
most everything. It veiled all lessons in allegory, 
and draped all knowledge with symbols. It in- 
vented mythic stories and poetic and fantastic tales, 
which, though known to be faneiful by the philoso- 
phers, came to be regarded by the common people 
as historical truths. 

The rule was to personify the sun under the form 
of a benefactor to mankind, and to narrate his annus! 
career 28 & mora] aud philosophic tale. The Persian 
Magians accounted to the populace for the introduc- 
tion of evil into the world by a fable of a serpent 
tempting the first woman to pluck a forbidden apple. 
This act, as the apple ripens late in autumn, was of 
course f lowed by the prevalence of winter, with 
darkness and cold—the kingdom of the evil principle 
—and necessitated the adoption of clothing. The 
mischief thus brought about could only be remedied 
by the agency of the sun, which they identified with 
the principle of good. 

The day assigned to the birth of the sun-gods of 
all ancient religions was the same as that assigned 
by the church to Christmas. The shortest day being 
December 21st, the birth of Christ is put on the 25th, 
the first day that shows any elongation; while the 
lowest point, which might excite doubt, is assigned 
to the doubting spostie, Thomas. 

The rule in the calendar is to dedicate to some 
saint the day of the sun’s entry into a new sign; 
and, as pointed out by St. Augustine in his sermon 
on the nativity of St. John, the saying of the Baptist 
herald of the sun that is to be—“ He must increase, 
but I must decrease "—proeured for him his place 
in the calendar as lord of the waning year, for his 
festival is held June 24th, the last day of the sum- 
mer solstice, and that from which the days begin to 
decrease. 

The point here to be made is this: that the 
Roman breviary, and in short the calendars of all 
ritualistic churches, are based upon the Astronom- 
ical religion of the ancient pagans, and that Christ- 
mas is no exception to this rule. Take a catalog 
of all the festivals and saints’-days of Romanism and 
Episcopacy, and with no other guide than a common 
almanac, you may get a hint as to the origin of every 
one of them. 

The facts as herein stated are not a recent discov- 
ery, much less a modern invention, as they were 
acknowledged by poets, philosophers, and historians 
in olden times, and by none more distinctly than by 
the early Christian fathers. Pages in proof might 
be filled with quotations from Tertullian, Justin, 
Jerome, Augustine, and scores of other writers, some 
of whom distinctly admit that the pagans derived 
their theology from the fables of the Solar worship, 
Tertullian conveniently disposing of the fact that 
in many things the heathen anticipated the dogmas 
of Christian theology, by saying that the devil 
introduced and taught them to forestall the religion 
of Christ, strangely ignoring the fact that the Jews 
knew nothing of devils or angela until after their 
captivity among the Mithraic worshipers of the 
sun- god in Babylon. 

The streaming rays of the sun’s glory in paintings 
around the heads of the. Hindoo Christna, the 
Grecian Apollo, and of the Oatholic Jesus, are very 


suggestiv of the sun-worship, and our modern. 
churches show their ignorance and folly by the 
prominence they giv it in their decorations and 
symbols. The intelligent observer sees evidence of 
the sun and fire worship, as also of the serpent and 
phallic worship, on every hand among Christians, 
especially in the Oatholic churches, and wonders at 
the prevailing ignorance and superstition. The 
decorations of Ohristmas and Easter, with their 
special services, all point to the Solar worship, while 
the May-pole, the hot cross-buns, the mystic horse- 
shoe, and even church steeples, if properly understood, 
would bring the blush of shame to modest cheeks. 

Almost everybody knows, in our day, that Catholic 
priestly robes are all of pagan origin, but it is not so 
generally known that the “shad-belly” coat of our 
worthy Quakers was borrowed from the Chaldean 
priests, who wore a head-gear and garments repre- 
senting the body of a fish—doubtless suggested by 
the Zodiacal sign “ Pisces,” the Fishes. 

Nothing can be said against the good-cheer and 
merry-making of the Christmas holidays, but we 
should not allow the priestly powers to palm them 
upon the world for what they are not. It is well to 
study the gospels, and with them, the Bibles of the 
ages—the religions of all nations and peoples—but 
we must discriminate between legend and history, 
between dogma and doctrin. Here, if no- 
where else, the fact may be emphasized, that our 
modern Christmas is a Christian feast of pagan 
parentage. 

Gibbon in his “Decline and Fall,” says: “The 
Roman Ohristians, ignorant of the real time of the 
birth of Jesus, fixed the solemn festival on the 25th 
of December, the winter solstice when the pagans 
annually celebrate the birth of the sun.” 

St. Chrysostom. who lived in the last years of the 
fourth century (390), referring to the pagan festival 
of December 25th, says: “ On this day also, the birth 
of Christ was lately fixed af Rome, ia order that 
whilst the heathen were busy with their profane 
ceremonies the Christians might perform their holy 
rites undisturbed. All ecclesiastieal historians know 
how St. Gregory and other hierophsnts of the third 
and fourth centuries, were instrumental in changing 
pagan festivals into Christian holidays, as they said: 
“for the express purpose of drawing the heathen to 
the religion of Christ." They always met pagans 
more than half-way, and in their well-meant catholi- 
eism, only susceeded in drifting themselvs into a 
Bemi-paganism, instead of alluring the heathen into 
Christianity. . . . 

Well, Christmas has come and gone! The sun has 
passed the crisis! and poetically may be said to hav 
had a new birth. The days are getting longer and 
brighter, and soon the perfume of vernal flowers will 
float upon the winds. We hav had our Christmas 
trees, and evergreens, in defiance of the wrath of 
Father Tertullian, who, seventeen hundred years 
ago, denounced them as “gross idolatry "—but few 
of us hav thought of the mistletoe of the ancient 
Druids, or the foliage of laurel, myrtle, and ivy with 
which ancient pagans sought to entice their sylvan 
deities from the forests to their household firesides. 


It is a significant fact that all the principal claims 
made by Jesus of Nazareth for himself, or by others 
for him, had been made for or by several other per- 
sonages long before ihe time that he is said to hav 
lived in Palestine. Let us carefully examin this 
matter. One of the first points emphasized in con- 
nection with the advent of Jesus, is the claim that it 
was in exact fulfillment of ancient prophecy. Oer- 
tain Christian writers claim that there are two hun- 
dred prophecies in the Old Testament relating to 
Jesus, while certain eminent German and English 
scholars deny that there is even one, which does not 
admit of a more rational application. The quota- 
tions from Old Testament prophecies in the gospels 
are, to say the least, unfortunate, and rather suggest 
the hypothesis that certain things, if done at all, 
were done to make the history fit the prediction. 
But if Jesus was the subject of prophecy, so were the 
Indian Ohristna and several other alleged divine incar- 
nations, and their worshipers claimed that they were 
born in exact fulfillment of prophecy found in their 
ancient scriptures. It would require too much space 
to quote in extenso. The Vedas are full of proph- 
ecies relating to coming incarnations, and so are the 
Chinese sacred books. Even Zoroaster, who lived 
570 Bo, prophesied: “A virgin shall conceive and 
bear & son, and a star shall appear blazing at. midday 
to announce his appearance." “Where you behold 
the star,” said he, “follow it whithersoever it leads 
you. Adore the mysterious child, offering him gifts 
with profound humility. He is, indeed, the almighty 
word which created the heavens. He is, indeed, 
your lord and everlasting king” (History of Idolatry, 
Faber, vol. 2, p. 92). It was believed that this proph- 
ecy was fulfilled by the advent of the Persian god 
Josa. It was common among the ancients to pre- 
sage the birth of a god by the appearance of a mys- 
terious star, and for astronomers to hasten to 
adore the new-born deity and present him gifts. 
Greece, Rome, Arabia, and even Mexico were all 
familiar with messianic prophecies. Bishop Hawes 
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says that “the idea that God should in some extra- 
ordinary manner visit and dwell with men is found 
in a thousand forms among ancient heathen.” The 
birth of Buddha, like the birth of Jesus, was 
announced in the heavens by an asterim on the 
horizon which is singularly called the “Messianic 
Star.” When Ohristna was born his star was 
pointed out by Nared, a great astronomer. 

The birth of every East Indian avatar was an- 
swered by celestial signs. Even the Jews hav simi- 
lar traditions regarding Moses and Abraham. Canon 
Farrar admits in bis “Life of Christ” that the 
Greeks and Romans always held this idea of the 
birth and death of great men being presaged by 
mysterious stars, and Tacitus affirms this regard. 
ing the dethronement of Nero. All candid theolo- 
gians admit that this doctrin of the announcement 
of the birth of extraordinary persons by the appear- 
ance of stars was a universal belief among ancient 
peoples. Luke is the only evangelist that records 
the fact that the birth of Jesus was attended with 
the songs of angels from the heavenly world. And 
there is good reason for believing that this professed 
compiler drew his information from the apocryphal 
gospel called Protevangelion. But there is nothing 
novel in this ides, for the same thing had long been 
recorded of Christus at his birth—that “ the quarters 
of the horizon were irradiate with joy." That “the 
spirits and nymphs of heaven danced and sang and 
at ‘midnight’ the ciouds emitted low, pleasing 
sounds, and poured down rain of flowers.” It is 
only necessary here to state that similar demonstra- 
tions are alleged to hav attended the advent of other 
Hindoo saviors, and also of Confucius, of Osiris, of Ap- 
ollonius, of Apollo, of Hercules, and Escalapius. Itis 
certainly very singular that all the circumstances con- 
nected with the birth of Jesus are recorded of several 
other persons long before. Christna was cradled 
among shepherds, to whom his birth was first an- 
nounced, and the prophet Nared visited his father and 
mother and declared the child to hav been of divine de- 
scent. An aged hermit named Asita, like Simeon of 
the gospel, visited the infant Buddha and predicted 
wonderful things of his life and mission, and wept 
because he was too old to see the day. Not only 
was the infant Christna adored by the shepherds and 
magi, but he was presented with “ gifts” of “ sandal- 
wood and perfumes,” very like “frankincense and 
myrrh,” and he was also presented with gifts of 
"costly jewels ard precious substances,” very like 
“gold.” Substantially the same things are recorded 
of Mithras the Persian savior, of Socrates, and many 
of the Grecian and Roman demigode. It would 
require all our space and time to present in detail ail 
the parallel incidents recorded of Christna and other 
avatars and the Jesus of our gospels. It must suf- 
fice to say, that these incidents are too numerous and 
circumstantial to be mere coincidences. 

King Cansa was jealous of the infant Ohristna, 
and ordered a general slaughter of the infants, under 
a certain age, and in a certain district, just as Herod 
did when Jesus was born ; and as Joseph and Mary 
were warned in & dream to flee into Egypt to 
save the youug ohild's life, so the foster father of 
Christina was warned of danger by a “heavenly 
voice,” and he was taken to Mathura, and Canon 
Farrar, speaking of the sojourn of Joseph, Mary, and 
the infant Jesus in Egypt, writes: “ Ancient legends 
say that they remained two years absent from Pales- 
tine and lived at Matareeh a few miles northeast of 
Cairo. This seems to be the same legend, but the 
one regarding Christna is sculptured upon the rocks 
and temples of Indis, while contemporary history 
makes no mention of the slaughter of the innocents 
by Herod, and further embarrassment arises from 
the fact that Herod was not king at that time, as the 
taxing under Quirinus did not take place under the 
reign of Herod, he having been dead for six or seven 
years. It would be easy to present more than a 
score of instances in which persons who came to be 
regarded as demigods aud heroes had been obliged 
to flee from the wrath of the reigning monarch at 
their birth, as it is also recorded of the infant Jesus. 
In al] countries of olden times the reigning monarch 
has generally been jealous of some mysterious ehild, 
whose parents or care-takers were obliged to hide 
him away in some safe resort. The long fast and 
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, found in the 
gospel “according” to Matthew, hav numerous par- 
allels in the experience of other messiahs, even in 
minor details. The fast generally, as in the case of 
Moses, the Ninevites and Jesus, lasted forty days, 
but that of Buddha continued forty-seven days, and 
in his weakness and attenuation of body, he was 
tempted by Mara, the prince of evil, who promised 
him all the kingdoms of the earth, “ universal empire," 
on certain conditions, but like Jesus he said, ** Avaunt. 
Get thee away from me." After the temptation and 
triumph both Buddha and Jesus were ministered unto 
by visiting angels. 

Zoroaster, the founder of the Persian religion, had 
a similar experience with the devil, of which there are 
many detailed reports. Both Obristna. and Jesus 
were precocious boys, disputing with doctors and 
astonishing their teachers with their learning, which 
had not been acquired in the usual way; and both 
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wandered away from their parents, and became ob- 
jects of anxiety and search to anzious mothers. Both 
preached a celebrated sermon, wrought numerous 
and very similar miracles, were hated and opposed by 
the priesta of their day, and both suffered premature 
violent deaths, at about the same age, and then arose 
from the dead. These parallels might be given toan 
indefinit extent, as they appear in “Asiatic Re- 
searches,” by Sir William Jones, Upham's “ History 
and Doctrin of Buddhism," Hardy's “Manual of 
Buddhism," and numerous other ancient and modern 
writings on this subject, and the parallel facts pre- 
sented by these authorities are admitted by the most 
distinguished Christian writers not a few It is ad- 


mitted by the ablest theologians of the orthodox 
schools that miracles are indispensable to. establish 


the claim of a special supernatural revelation, and 


great reliance is made upon the miracles credited 


to the Christian Christ, and yet we find other saviors 
and heroes credited not only with the same miracles, 
substantially, but with a larger number of even more 
wonderful miracles. It would be easy to fill a large 
volume of the alleged miracles of Buddha and 


Christina, and Prof. Mex Miller affirms that the 
Buddhistic miracles “surpass in wonderfulness the 


miracles of all other religions.” Zoroaster, Bochia, 
Osiris, Isis, and Horus all wrought miracles, even the 


raising of the dead. Serapis, Marduk, Bacchus, 
Esculapius, and Apollonius did the same, and the 


early Christian fathers admitted the reality of hesthen 
miracles, but very conveniently attributed them to 
the devil. In short, it may safely be affirmed, that 
more wonderful and better authenticated accounts of 
miracles are given of numerous other persons, both be- 
fore and after the Obristian Christ, than are 
given of his miracles in the gospels. The Greeks were 
accustomed to say, “Miracles for fools,” and the 
Romans shrewdly said, ‘The common people like to 
be deceived—deceived let them be,” and even the 
Christian father, St. Chrysostom declared that “ Mir- 
acles are proper only to excite sluggish and vuigar 
minds, men of sense hav no occasion for them.” The 
modern theological idea of proving the record by the 
miracle, and the miracle by the record, has become 
too transparent for even the most credulous. The 
voluminous modern writer, Rev. Albert Barnes, ad- 
mits in his “ Lectures on the Evidences of Christian- 
ity” that if there is any difference between the evi- 
dence of sorcery and witcheraft, and gospel miracles, 
it is in favor of the former. 


In regard to the Jesus of Christianity, we know 
little or nothing. He is not mentioned by contem- 


poraneous historians, for the first century of his 
alleged existence. Even his professed biographers 


giv no account of his life from twelve to thirty years of 
age. It is very doubtful whether such a man as Mat- 
thew ever lived. His is not a Jewish name, but Mat- 
thu was the name of the registrar of certain Egyptian 
annals. The books of Matthew and Mark were 
probably compiled by some persons now un- 
known, from the same documents, in the city of 
Alexandria. Matthew and Luke alone mention the 
supernatural birth of Jesus, and there is good reason 
for believing that the first three chapters of Matthew 
were interpolated in the second or third century for 
a purpose, while Luke does not claim to be anything 
but a compilation. But since all the incidents con- 
nected with the life of. Jesus, are recorded of Christina 
and other Indian avatars, long before the alleged 
birth of Jesus, we naturally come to the conclusion, 
that his life (if he existed at all) was largely myth- 
ical. Certainly no such man as Jesus ever existed. 
I emphasize the word such. There were many men 
named Jesus. Josephus mentions eleven. The 
Jesus of Christmas is largely ideal, so that we hav 
been celebrating the life of a mythical savior, on the 
very day of the birth of the old swn-gods. Let us 
no longer worship doll babies, but relegate Santa- 
Claus and Cris. Cringle to the bats and the moles of 


superstitior. 
—— oeo 


Who Dies in Misery ? 
From Fritankaren. 

It is always the Christian who never has taken 
time and care to see to his mental house, whose be- 
lief is undermined. Look out, see that the founda- 
tion is really sound ; and if not, build a new belief 
on s better foundation. Doubt always manifests it- 
self in the depths of the human mind, but it seldom 
comes to the surface without being thoughtlessly 
suppressed. Man loves peace; he considers her, in 
the days of physical health, to be of greatest impor- 
tance, and therefore he gets afraid when death comes. 
Then, on this occasion, it is that doubt darts forward 
and inquires into the great questions of truth; but, 
alas, there is not thought enough to answer these 
questions; the thoughts are too weak to fight 
out a battle which calls for both time and strength. 
The Ohristian dies with his doubts in darkness. 

But the same is also the case with the Freethinkers 
whose free thoughts consist in that they do not think 
at all—individuals who pride themselvs on being 
Freethinkers, but who never troubled themselvs with 
such a thing as inquiry into the truth—Freethinkers 
who never hav doubted, never studied, never inquired, 


never fought a mental struggle, never anewered a 
question—Freethinkerg who never hav worked out 
for themselvs a real conviction. When the physical 
powers decrease and thoughts become feeble, then 
the old myths of hell and last judgment essily over- 
power their weak minds and call forth a fear cf a 
something, a belief in which they never hav been 
entirely free from. A battle which they ought to 
hav fought long ago, dawns first now, hence even 
they die with their doubts in darkness. 

Far otherwise it is with him who has a real, a 
sound conviction; he can die in peace. Doubt has 
its own intrinsic value, which never must be under- 
rated, but in doubt must no one remain that wishes 
to die in peace. Man must liv out his doubts. It is 
not enough, during our whole life, to seek the truth; 
man must find her, must possess her. Man raust be 
convinced that he holds the truth. Therefore nobody 
is invulnerable unless he has to his own full satis- 
faction answered ihe great questions. 


Victor E. LENNSTRAND. 
——— d$ — — ———— 


Mr. Burnham to Hr. Westbrook. 


Mr. R. B. Wzsrsgoog, D.D., LL.D., Dear Sir: 
Oa the first reading of your open letter to me I 
thought that I would not notice it. But on second 
reading thereof, the conviction was forced upon me 
that “the powers that be are ordained of God.” I 
dare not refuse obedience to your official command. 
Allow me to say that your “flat denisi” looks sickly 
and sad in the presence of the facts. ‘‘ Ministers of 
ihe gospel were invited to do the work of the con- 
gress.” These are my words. Had you known any- 
thing about the work of the National Liberal League, 
at its yearly sessions, and those that hav been held 
since the name was changed, you would know that 
the work of the congress was something more then 
tinkering and doctoring, although we at times hed 
enough of this. The men and women invited to and 
billed for the congress did the work of the congress. 
This work in the main was: the public addresses 
delivered on the rostrum. The work was one of 
edueation—insiruetion in the principles of Liberalism. 
The speskers did the work of the congress until the 
election of the officers for the ensuing year demanded 
attention, and then the congress elected them—not by 
a prearrangement which excluded the hard and iried 
workers of Liberalism, and selected inexperienced 
strangers to do the work; and theraby enabled the 
president to say to the world, in the most undemo- 
cratic terms sent out to the world, “I am surprised 
at finding myself in the presidential chair again with 
a secretary and treasurer of ‘my own solection.'" 
This is certainly changing the method of former 
congresses. 

You invited ministers to do this work, in violation 
of all former methods in our annual meetings, to the 
exclusion of men and women that had borne the 
heat and burden of the day, aside from Mr. Wake- 
man; and I think he must hav felt himself a stranger. 
It is true that several Liberals happened to be there 
—unbilled though they were—and the congress 
indeed would hav been a sorry concern if they had 
not been there. But the proof of my charges you 
still demand. Your entire method, from the first to 
the present, is in demonstration of the truth of that of 
which you complain. Your confession ie, “my own 
choice,” and the expression of that choice wasin such a 
way as to ignore those that were there that were 
workers and had experience far longer in our cause. 
Hundreds of the Liberale of this country in silence 
look on while the blushes of shame cover their faces 
from deep humiliation on account of the attitude of 
the last congress. No beating around the bush, 
dostor. Lest the facts speak for themseivs. Had 
the president seen fit to choose as workers vet- 
erans in the ecavsee of Liberalism—such were at the 
congress—no doubt we would hav experience where 
we hav inexperience now. No. “Mychoice” was not 
for those that had euch a record. Is it not true that 
you at the first were displeased with both our public 
speakers and our papers,and that the flag of our 
country should be above the cross, the emblem of 
superstition? Such a state of feeling readily accounts 
for the method which you hav chosen, which has 
placed the last congress in the position of which I 
complain. I charge you, sit, with no wrong intent, 
yet this does not justify your method. I find no 
fault with the clerical gentlemen which you invited 
instead of the able workers of past congresses. And 
I bay no fault to find with the “cffisers of my 
choice.” They are not to blame for their inesperi- 
ence in our work. I think, therefore, that the entire 
method which you bav chosen is in violation of the 
method of former congresses, and in almost every 
particular confirms the truth of my charge. 

Saginaw City, Jan. 14. J. H. BURNEAM. 


e — e 


Sr. Grecory ‘tHe Gnrar deseribes the virtue of a 
priest, who through motivs of piety had discarded 
his wife. . . Their wives, in immense numbers, 
"were driven forth with hatred and with scorn. ; 
Pope Urban II. gave license to the nobles to reduce 
to slavery the wives of priests who refused to abandon 
them.— Lecky. 
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A Symposium on Liberalism. 

-A short time ago we said this to more than thirty 
Liberal writers: “ There has been a great deal of talk 
at various times and by a good many of the leading 
Liberals about the Positiv or Constructiv side of 
Liberalism. .It is stated that there is an Affirmativ 
as well as a Negativ philosophy connected with the 
Freethought movement; and that Liberals should 
build a religion or philosophy or system of morality, 
as well as destroy the system founded on supersti- 
. tion and supernaturalism. 

' We want to obtain, therefore, for publication in 
Tse TavrH Seere the opinion of all the best-known 
writers for Liberalism on this subject. To do this 
we put the matter thus: 

«Ts there an Affirmativ, Positiv, Constructiv side 
_to Freethought ? 

“Tf not, the reason why? 

“Tf there be, in what, in your opinion, does it con- 
sist, and in what should it consist ?” 

In Tue Trura Seexer of February 8th we shall 
begin the publication of the replies. We hav 
received answers from 


Saladin, L. K. Washburn, 

ái — 9 the London A gnos- Editor of the Investigator. 

Horn udis E. B. Foote, Jr. 

Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, Director of the American 
Liberal Lecturer. Becular Union. 


Ex-Rev. C. B. Reynolds, 


Liberal Lecturer. 


R. B. Westbrook, 


Capt. Robert C. Adams, 


President of the Canadian 
Secular Union. 


. President of the ‘American F. M. Holland, 
Secular Union. Author of “ The Reign of 
the Stoics.” 


George E. Macdonald, 
Editor of Freethought. Ex-Rev. J. H. Burnham, 


H. O. Pentecost, Liberal Lecturer. 
Editor of the Twentieth cent- Ei. C Walker, 
ury. 


Editor of Fair Play. 
Susan H. Wixon, Lucy N. Colman, 
Editor of Tax TRUTH BEEK- 


á An Antislave i 
ER ''Ohildren's Corner.” Parker Pillsbury 
Samuel P. Putnam : ; 

An Antisl 
President of the California ee oe 


Liberal Union and Editor of W. F. Jamieson, 
Freethought, Liberal Lecturer, 

And hav been promised replies from Charles Watta, 
Editor of Secular Thought; G. W. Foote, Editor of 
the London Freethinker; J. E. Remsburg, John 
Peck, and others. 

The synthesising of the Symposium will be per- 
formed by Tuappzvs B. Wakeman, scientist, philos- 
opher, and lawyer. His contribution will be areview 
of the others, with riders of his own, to appear in 
the issue following the completion of the publication 
of the replies. 

We believe this expression of opinion on this sub- 
ject will be one of the most valuable and interesting 
contributions ever made to the literature of Free- 

‘thought, and may mark the beginning of a new era 
in the development of the mental world. 

Every Liberal should read this symposium and 
circulate it around the neighborhood for the enlight- 
enment of his neighbors, 


The Pictures. 


We hav received twenty-eight new subscribers 
during the past week on the picture account. This 
is a serious falling off from last week, but is not, we 
hope, an indication that Mr. Heston’s friends hav 
slackened their efforts. The total to date of new 
subscribers is two hundred and nine, besides the do- 
nations, sdditions to which hav been received as fol- 
lows within the past seven days: 


Wm. Johnson............ $1 00| Geo. Collins............... 1 00 

W. P. Brooks, M.D.... 1 00| A. Sloney...............-.. 50 

J. Cretors 9 15 m. M. Bunce. ......... 1 00 

H. L. Warren 1 00| John McClemont........ 50 

L. J. Tibbals 50; Susan Reichester....... 50 

J. M. Jean 1 00| James McDonald........ 1 00 
. Bugenheimer 25 


Making $125.40 in all. We wish that all our 
friends would speak a good word for the paper, if 
convenient, and hand a copy of it to some Liberal 
friend who may be a possible subscriber. To induce 
those to whom the paper may be given for this pur- 
pose to subscribe, we repeat the offer of “Try 
Square” as a premium, namely: Copies of the book 
to be given as premiums to, or for, new subscribers 
who pay the regular price of $3 for Tar Truru 
SEEKER one year, before March 11th. One copy of 
the book to be given to every volunteer new sub- 
scriber, and one to every old subscriber who pro- 
cures a new one at the regular price of $3. The 
price of the book by itself is $1. 

By calling the attention of possible subscribers to 
the foregoing offer, perhaps their action may be has- 
tened. 

Chaplains in the Army. 

It seems that Secretary of War Proctor must be 
added to the list of pietists in this administration 
who are endeavoring to make their official position 
abound to the glory of God and the Protestant 
church. 

There are now thirty post chaplains in the army, 
authorized by the act of March 2, 1849, and four 
regimental chaplains, one for each of the colored 
regiments, authorized by the act of July 28, 1866. 
These thirty-four officers rank as captains of infantry 
with pay varying from $125 to $175 per month 
according to length of service. But there are over 
one hundred army posts in the country, and conse- 
quently some of them are without chaplains. In his 
first annual report Secretary Proctor says: 

‘There are at present one hundred and fourteen posts, so 
that a large number of soldiers are compelled to be without 
religious instruction. In view of the policy of the depart- 
ment to concentrate the troops in larger posts, this evil will 
rapidly diminish. It is to be regretted, however, that of the 
several duties devolving upon the government for the educa- 
tion and improvement of ita soldiers this most essential ele- 
ment of all should be even temporarily neglected. 

“It would be impossible at this time to say what changes, 
if any, will be permanently needed. In the present transi- 
tory etate, therefore, I would only recommend that the depart- 
ment be empowered to provide for religious instruction at 
posts where there is no chaplain, -by the temporary employ- 
ment of clergymen, and that an appropriation be made for 
that purpose.” 

God and an appropriation! is the rallying cry for 
the churches, whose prophet is the secretary of war. 

Where in the Constitution is laid upon the gen- 
eral government the duty of providing religion for 
the soldier or for anybody else? Let us hav the 
place pointed out, that no mistake may be made 
about this “ most essential element.” 

For several years since the close of the war the 
churches hav been clamoring for a reorganization of 
the army chaplaincies, reorganization in this case 
meaning an increase of clerical leeches upon the 
already overdrained taxpayers. Under the shadow 
of the well-known holiness of this administration, the 
churches hav become emboldened to procure the 
introduction in Congress of several bills having for 
their object the advancement of religious interests. 
A sample one of these is described in a dispatch 
from Washington to a daily paper. It proposes a 
graded corps, to consist of twenty senior chaplains, 
thirty chaplains, and fifty assistant chaplains, having 
the pay and allowance respectivly of major, captain, 
and first lieutenant of infantry. To their names on 
the register would be added their religious denomi- 
nations, which is not the practice now. The chap- 
lains now on the activ list would be transferred to this 
corps, With their past service counting for the pur- 
poses of the act. Promotion would be by seniority, 
and for auy original appointment to the lowest grade, 
that of assistant chaplain, the president would con- 
vene an examining board to be composed of the com- 
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| mander of the post needing a chaplain and four mem- 


bers of the corps of chaplains, who should be as far 
as practicable of the same religious denomination as 
the candidate, or of a denomination assimilating to 
it. Similar boards would be assembled for examina- 
tion prior to promotion, and no appointment or pro- 
motion would be lawful except on the recommenda- 
tion of the majority of such a board. A further pro- 
vision on that measure is that every candidate for 
appointment as assistant chaplain must be under 
twenty-eight years of age, sound mentally and phys. 
ically and well qualified for his duties. He would 
be eligible to the grade of chaplain after five years’ 
service. 

The enactment of such a law as this measure out- 
lines would be a fine thing for the churches, and . 
would be one of the next best things to the establish- 
ment of the Christian religion and the state support 
of preachers. Following it, every ship in the navy 
would be weighted with a “Holy Joe,” and why 
should not every post-office and every custom house 
hav one too, and each internal revenue district ? 
Why not throw the Constitution overboard, and say 
that as it does not please the churches it is of no 
value? 

General Schofield, of the army, however, is not so 
sure that the proposed reorganization of the chap- 
laincies into military corps would meet with the 
approval of the army itself. According to him the 
army is not particularly anxious to be made relig- 
ious. He writes to Senator Plumb of Kansas: 


** Dear SzNATOR: In reply to your indorsement upon the 
letter of Chaplain Nave, dated December 31st, I am not pre- 
pared to say what would be the best course to adopt for the 
much to be desired improvement in the moral and religious 
instruction and care of the army. This subject is beset with 
difficulties which do not exist in respect to any other branch 
of military administration. If the officers and men of the 
army belonged to any one religious denomination, whose 
principles and code of conduct were officially recognized and 
approved by the government, the subject would be greatly 
simplified. Under the conditions now existing a corps of 
chaplains belonging to many diverse denominations would 
be like a medical corps or an engineer corps composed of 
the adherents to as many diverse theories upon the science 
of medicin or engineering. 

“In all other things the war department prescribes an 
exact code by which all in the army are to be instructed and 
governed, but in religion and morals the department must 
allow to all in the army the freedom guaranteed by the fun- 
damental principles of our government to all who are under 
the dominion of its laws, exercising only such restraint in 
respect to moral conduct as is sanctioned by the common 
consent of the good people of the United States. Tbere is 
therefore very little field for the performance of official re- 
ligious services in the army, and great danger of doing more 
harm than good by any attempt to exercise military control 
or influence over religious matters. 

* The American citizen, soldier no less than civilian, in- 
stinctivly rebels against any attempt to regulate his religious 
conduct by civil or military authority. 

** After much and careful study of this subject my impres. 
sion is that the best policy would be to leave the various 
garrisons in the army free to select religious ministers of 
the.r own choice, as other communities in this country do, 
the action of Congress to be limited to supplying the neces- 
sary money to pay for their services, and that of the war de- 
partment to regulating the mode of their selection, etc. In 
this manner 8 large proportion of the troops, if not all, could 
hav the services of their own faith, at least a part of the 
time, which they do not now. 

* Our system of army chaplains is an attempt to follow 
the custom of foreign countries, where one religion, and 
only one, is recognized and supported by the government— 
a system not at all applicable to our institutions. Our mili- 
tary legislation has never yet recognized the principles of 
religious liberty by providing the soldier at remote frontier 
stations with the religious services which he craves and 
needs. On the contrary, such remote garrisons are provided 
with a chaplain in whose religious opinions and modo of 
worship the great majority of the troops do not believe. 
Yet wonder is expressed that so little interest is manifested 
in religious gervices at the military posts. Giv the army re- 
ligious liberty and assist the men to obtain thereligious min- 
istrations of which they feel the need, and there will be the 
same interest in religion in the army as elsewhere. 

* But I am not committed to any theory, and will cor- 
dially favor and promote any means which may be thought 
best by which the moral and religious condition of the army 
may be improved.” 


If the general’s suggestions are heeded, the sol- 
diers would probably choose no chaplain. To be 
drawn up in line on Sunday and compelled to listen 
to a prosy preacher is just what, above all things, 
the soldier dislikes to do. He would much rather 
spend the time in quarters playing checkers. And 
to force him to Jisten to “divine services,” as the 
preachers’ efforts are called, is to rob him of his 
American manhood. 

The only fair, as it is the only constitutional way, 
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is to employ no chaplains, but let such soldiers as 
desire the labor of a preacher hire him and psy him 
as they do their bootblacks. 


i M 

A Doctor of Divinity, the Lord, and Brazil. 

A doctor of divinity of East Northfield, Mass., 
writes to the Zndependent concerning Brazil and its 
affairs. He thinks the republic has come to stay, 
because the foundations hav been solidifying through 
a century. The builders hav been heretical philoso- 
phers, scholars, men of affairs, and by their labors 
the republic “is now a pyramid standing on its base, 
not on its apex.” Nevertheless, he says, “there are 
signs of impatience which put in jeopardy the exodus 
of the Republic. These are natural and may retard 
the march ; but Brazil can no more go back than the 
Israelites could hav gone back into Egypt. Before 
she can thoroughly organize and possess the land of 
promis, she will hav to contend with factions who 
will lust after the onions and leeks of the old mon. 
archy, and her leaders will hav need of the wisdom 
of Moses. Will they take it?” And then he givs 
an undecided world this wonderful paragraph : 

‘Just here is their peril. Many of them are Positivista. 
They are wiser than Moses; wise above what is written. 
Thus far there has been no recognition of God or his wonder- 
ful providence, which is, nevertheless, manifestly guiding or 
using them. If the pressure of great responsibilities drives 
them to him, they will be honored to complete the work they 
hav begun; if not the work will goon without them. Brazil 
is predestined by the ruler of nations to go forward under 
the principles of free government to a grand, a glorious 
future. Amen.” 

It seems rational to us, that if these Positivists 
hav got along so far without God they can go the 
rest of the way without him. To call him in now 
would make him one of those eleventh-hour fellows, 
who get around along toward quitting time, but want 
to draw a full day's pay, and would be derogatory to 
his reputation as an artisan. 

But just see the self-debasement of the Christians 
in this paragraph. They will not allow that man 
does or can do anything. How does this doctor of 
divinity know that God has been guiding the Brazil- 
ian Positivists? How does he know that Brazil is 
predestined by God to go forward as a free country? 
The good sometimes die young. What he should 
hav said is that if the people of Brazil are suffi- 
ciently from under the domination of the priests, if 
they know how to govern themselvs, if they thor- 
oughly believe in a government of, for, and by 
the people, if they believe that the right of govern- 
ment cores from the consent of the governed and 
not from God, if they are willing to do the best they 
can—profit by experience and correct mistakes—if 
they are ready to work for their own welfare and 
their own material progress on the human and not 
on the superhuman plane, if they possess the spirit 
of liberty, and are willing to grant to others all the 
rights they claim for themselvs—if they believe and 
ean do all these, then there is no doubt that Brazil 
will go forward under the principles of free govern- 
ment to a grend, a glorious future. 

But there is no God needed, and it is not possible 
for him to do anything at all in the matter. 


— o 


The Protestants and the Catholics. 

Cardinal Gibbons went down to Charleston, S. O., 
last week to lay the cornerstone of a new cathedral 
in that city. He was taken on an excursion around 
the harbor, and given also a public reception. At 
the dedication services several Protestant clergymen 
and a Jewish rabbi occupied seats on the platform 
beside the cardinal and the other priests who con- 
ducted the services. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, of a Presbyterian church 
of the city, did not like this, and has published a let- 
ter condemning the conduct of his fellow-Protest- 
ants. He says: 

“ The presence of these Protestants was doubtless intended 
only a8 & courtesy, but it was more—it was a virtual indorse- 
ment of those proceedings, and a godspeed to the gigantic 
ecclesiastical organization that conducted them. It is the 
boast of that church that it is the only church of God. The 
cardinal said as much yesterday. It brands all others as 
heretics. A former bishop of Charleston declared, ‘ Within 
thirty years the Protestant heresy will come to anend.’ It 
claims for itself temporal and spiritual supremacy. It tol- 
erates those who differ from it only where it has not the 
power to enforce its claims. Its spirit has undergone no 
change since those days when it gave its order for and sang 
ita Te Deum over the wholesale, indiscriminate slaughter of 
helpless Protestants. 

** Ita fundamental principles are antagonistic to our gov- 
ernment and its most cherished institutions. Its growth in 


this country menaces some of our dearest rights and priv- 
ileges. Notes of warning hav come to us from many of the 
foremost statesmen and thinkers as to what we may expect 
should it ever gain the ascendency, and yet we hav the spec- 
tacle of Protestant preachers and laymen, some of them the 
descendants of Huguenots, glorifying a Romish cardinal and 
encouraging the extension of the spiritual despotism he rep- 
resents. Had the circumstances been reversed, Romanists 
would hav been conspicuous by their absence. 

“ I contend that Protestants are sacrificing their history 
and are putting contempt upon their martyr dead and are 
stultifying their former testimony and are sweeping the 
ground from under their feet as to mission work in Romish 
lands and are imperiling the future of their country by thus 
favoring Romish pretension and progress.” 

Mr. Thompson writes at a. white heat, and his 
brethren are much exercised over his words. With 
their usual craftiness the Catholics say nothing, but 
watch with interest the war which they hope will 
more widely separate the “heretics,” as they call the 
Protestants. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Thompson is right. The mis- 
cegenation which a few misguided Protestants are 
laboring to bring about between Romanism and 
Protestantism will be, if accomplished, productiv of 
but one thing—the absorption of the Protestant con- 
servativs. The lamb may lie down with the lion, but 
the lamb will be under cover and invisible. A year 
or two ago many orthodox Protestants took sides 
with the Roman Catholics on the school question. 
The Sabbath Union has made much of Cardinal Gib- 
bons's letter approving its Sunday law petition. The 
Baltimore lay council of Catholics adopted a resolu- 
tion in which occur these significant words: “There 
are many Christian issues in which Catholics could 
come together with non-Catholics and shape civil 
legislation for the public weal.” There is no doubt, 
then, that many of the fanatical Protestants would 
like to see a unification of the two sects, but they 
should ponder well over Mr. Thompson’s warning 
ere they take the indissoluble vow. Rome never gets 
left in a bargain. For years the two sects hav united 
in this state to plunder the taxpayers, but the Roman 
Catholics hav always borne off the lion's share of the 
booty, and but a few months ago they nearly suc- 
ceeded in an attempt to capture a Protestant church 
built on one corner of a block of land, the remainder 
of the block being occupied by a Romish institution, 
which desireditall. The two sects had stolen the block 
jointly, and it was a fight for the spoils, the Prot. 
estants winning only by paying for the land. It was 
a.clear case of rogues falling out and honest men— 
the taxpayers—getting their dues. The papists can 
yet. giv the Calvinists lessons in larceny. 

And as it was in the matter of this church so will it 
be in any alliance between the two sects. Rome has 
more experience in intrigue, and is shrewder and 
more unscrupulous than her imitator. She is cozen- 
ing the Protestants now to win respectability ; 
she knows the American people hav always looked at 
her askance, as a Suspicious character, and she desires 
first of all social recognition, then equality, and alli- 
ance; winning that through the greed of some 
Protestants, the complaisance of others, the indiffer- 
ence of the masses—then look out for her ! 


~- 


The Literature Fund. 


Since the last acknowledgment we hav received 
these sums for the Literature Fund : 


Charles N. Wheeler....................-. 4$ 40 
B. Sugenheimer..... «e 25 
Henry Walker................ 45 
Susan Reichester................. eren 25 
William Long.........«. eene ee d 78 
W. J. Ribley.......ieeeeee eee tenen trennt 1 00 
Previously acknowledged........................ 49 50 $53 60 
Expended in sending marked copies of Tux 
TRUTH SxEKER to all national senators 
and representativs in Congress........... 14 46 
Previously expended....................4 eese 82 63 47 09 


It givs us pleasure to record that the missionary 
spirit is spreading. One of North Dakota's promi- 
nent men, sided by his friends, has sent a copy of 
Remsburg's “Sabbath Breaking " to each law-maker 
of North Dakota, one hundred and sixteen in all. He 
did it, he said, to educate the legislators, and to help 
influence their action on the Sunday-law penalty bills 
now before them for action. It would bea good 
thing for Liberalism if a man like him could be found 


in every state of the Union. 
———————29—4$—99——————— 

Mr. Gustave Newson, our correspondent for Forestport, 
N. Y., has, through the Utica papers, challenged the clergymen 
of the vicinity to discuss the fundamental basis of the Chris- 
tian religion from a historical and philosophical standpoint. 
To date, Mr. Nelson is disappointed in obtaining an opponent. 


AN article may be very good, but if sent to us unaccom- 
panied by name and address of writer, it will not be used. 
Correspondents may remain unknown to the public if they 
desire, though even that seems unnecessary, but not to the 
Editor. 


Norra Daxora has already enacted a Sunday law. We 
hav not seen its provisions, but the penalty for violating it is 
a fine of one dollar. Since its enactment the Christians hav 
introduced two bills increasing the penalty. Our information 
is that the new bills are not likely to pass the House. 


Tux Milwaukee preachers declare that Sunday papers are 
iniquitous, and will eventually call down upon the publish. 
era the vengeance of God. We fancy, though, that if the 
publishers are not punished till the Lord does it their im- 
munity will be of long duration. It isn’t God, but the fanat- 
ics, that make the trouble. 


‘Wi print this week a portion of Colonel Ingersoll’s ad- 
dress before the New York State Bar Association, at 
Albany, January 20th. Advance proof-sheets hav been kindly 
furnished us for this purpose by C. P. Farrell, Colonel Inger- 
solls publisher, who will print the full address in an elegant 
pamphlet, retailing for 10 cents. Orders may be addressed 
to this office. The address is crammed full of common 
sense, humanity, love of justice, kindness. Men will be 
made better by reading it; every warden and keeper in 
every prison ought to read it; aud lawmakers should take 
it seriously to heart. 


Tux Christian Statesman says of Colonel Ingersoll's article 
on * God in the Constitution :” ** The bold Atheism which it 
inculcates, and on which the writer rests his opposition to 
religious acknowledgment in political constitutions, will 
create & powerful revulsion of feeling in favor of the National 
Reform movement. Under his logic, all American citizens 
who believe in God, in a providence which rules the nations, 
and a moral government which holds them responsible to the 
moral law, must be in favor of the acknowledgment of God 
in the fundamental law of the nation. If for no other reason 
it is needed.in order to assure the world that Mr. Ingersoll's 
theory is not the theory of the American people.” The rea- : 
soning ability of the Christians is remarkable! 


Taur New York Presbytery spent last week in discussing 
the proposed revision of the Confession of Faith. They 
split non-existent theological hairs as vehemently as though 
they were discussing facts. In commenting upon thesections 
dealing with predestination one of the revision advocates 
exclaimed: ‘You are congenitally damned. You were 
damned before you were born. God hated us while we 
were in our. mother’s womb. ‘Theat is preterition.” And he 
added: ‘“‘ If I felt ob'iged to preach that doctrin I would 
tear my Geneva gown into shreds and rip my bands into 
rags before the coming Sabbath, and my elders and my dea- 
cons and al] my membership would stand by me.” If pre- 
destination means that sort of preterition, predestination 
ought to go. And while it is going, it might as well take 
the rest of the Confession with it. 


In accepting the nomination for national Senator from the 
Democratic caucus of the Ohio legislature, Calvin 8. Brice 
said: ‘‘I know and acknowledge my inability to fill that 
high office to my own satisfaction. My ideal of it was 
formed in the exciting period of politics between 1854 and 
1864, when my mind took up those political questions. I 
think I hav a high ideal within me, as any of my friends and 
associates in northwestern Ohio know. And I hope, 
gentlemen, that I can in some measure carry out that ideal 
which I then formed of free thought, free speech, and free 
action, as much of each as is consistent with giving tue same 
amount to everyone else in the commonwealth. This is the 
sum of my democracy: No more legislation than is necessary 
to accomplish this purpose. By this principle I try every 
question presented to me, and whether the issue be a 
temporary one, or whether it be a protracted one, by it I know 
I can test the place where I can stand, and where, it seems 
to me, the Democracy ought to be." We hope Mr. Brice 
will not conceal these sentiments when on the floor of the 
Senate. 


Tux National Secular Society of England has voted $12 to 
help provide food for Victor Lennstrand, the Swedish Free- 
thought martyr, and decided to appeal to the Freethinkers of 
Great Britain for further assistance for their Swedish breth- 
ren. Mr. Lennstrand, as Capt. Otto Thomson has informed 
Tur Truro SEEKER’s readers, is serving two terms of three 
months’ imprisonment and one of six, and, as other sentences 
are pending, it is possible that he will be doomed to linger 
for two years in the place which Swedish Christianity 
reserves for bold and honest skeptics. Fortunately Mr. 
Lennstrand is in good spirits. He is provided with writing 
materials, and is contributing to his journal, the Fritänkaren 
(Freethinker). Captain Otto Thomson has left his home and 
gone to Stockholm for the purpose of conducting the paper 
during his friend’s imprisonment, and he will keep the flag 
flying or fall beneath it. The darker side of the matter is 
this, says the London Freethinker : The Swedish Freethinkers 
are poor and they are overwhelmed by the difficulty of main- 
taining the paper, which does not yet pay its way, &nd provid- 
ing Mr. Lennstrand with decent food during his incarceration. 
Of course it scarcely need be said that prison fare in Sweden 
is very hard and might seriously injure a delicate-bred gen- 
tleman. A Swedish prisoners’ fund is therefore open and 
subscriptions are urgently requested. They can be sent to 
Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter street, E.C., London, Eng. 
American Freethinkers who desire also to aid can send by 
international post-office order to the same address. 


TA 
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Zetters from friends. 


New Haven, Conn., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I vote for the pictures. OLIVER GARDNER. 


PziNoEToN, MINN., Jan. 18, 1890. 
I inclose twenty-five cents for the 1890 
I vote for the cartoons. J.C. Haron. 


New Haven, Conn., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I send money for two years’ subscription and 
the ANNUAL, and desire the pictures. H. CHast. 


St. Joseren, Mo., Jan. 18, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $1. Send me one copy of the 
ANNUAL for 1890, and use the balance toward the pictures. 
Fren Busou. 


Mr. EDITOR: 
ANNUAL. 


Montezuma, N. Y., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed money for subscription, 
ANNUAL, and books. As to pictures in THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
I vote with Parton. Cuas. TRAVER. 


Greens, N. Y., Jan. 2, 290. 
Mr. Enitor: I inclose money for renewal, ANNUAL, and 
books named. About the pictures, do as you '' dara please,” 
. Tsay. Gro. W. Trotson. 


CLEVELAND, O., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: By all means keep up the illustrations. It 
was an illustration of the Bible geography which I saw a few 
months ago that gave me the impetus to offer a mite. 
Respectfully, L. S. Coorgr. 


Hopson, O., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Find inclosed post-office order for $4.25—$8 
for Tue TROTH SEEKER another year, twenty-five cents for 
the ANNUAL, and $1 to continue illustrations. 
Yours, Morris JoHNSON. 


Inano SPRINGS, CoL., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3. 25 for Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. Also one copy of the AnnuaL. We are in hopes 
you will be able to continue the cartoons, by all means. . 
Yours truly, J. R. Ri10HAREDR. 


OsozoLA, Pa., Jan. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Epitro: You will find inclosed $8.50—$38 are to 
renew my subscription. The fifty cents are to pay for the 
pictures if you continue them. If you do not continue the 
pictures, you can use the fifty cents where it will do the 
Freethought cause the most good. H. TYLER. 


Berga, O., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mz. Epitoz: Send me the ANNUAL and booka named. If 
any money remains to my credit after the above bill, you 
may use it for what you think will best promote our cause. 
I hope the illustrations will be kept up, and I shall do the 
best I can to increase the circulation. A. E. Surg. 


AmpBoy, I1r., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Msz. Epiron: Please find inclosed $1 as a donation for 
. continuation of pictures in Taz TRUTH Sgexser. I am not 
able to get any new subscribers, but would be willing to pay 
$1 per year extra rather than eee the pictures discontinued. 
I must hav them, and the monkey too. C. RANDALL. 


ExMETSBURG, Ia., Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find four subscribers. Also send 
me the ANNUAL and the books named. We all vote fora 
continuation of the pictures in Tue TRUTH SkEgkER. I wish 
I could send you more subscribers, but we are few at pres- 
ent in this part of the world. But we hope to grow. 
Yours truly, C. E. Conoon. 


Monoron, N. B., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Incloséd find $1 25, for which please send 
me Tug TRUTH BEkEEkxR for four months and the Teure 
BEEKER Annvat for 1890. The illustrations which you pub- 
lish hav Jargely contributed in making mea subscriber. Do 
not withdraw them. Gro. F. Farr. 


RosEDALE PLANTATION, La., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mz. Ep.208: I am trying to do my utmost to help our 
cause along. I believe I succeed in doing so by getting you 
a new Subscriber every year. One paper is to go to my old 
address and the other to Rodney, with the ANNUAL inclosed. 
Hoping all Liberals will do their best, I remain, 
A subscriber to Tug TRUTH SEEKER forever, 
EMILE GuEDoN. 


Port Huron, Mion., Jan. 13, 1889. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $2— $1.50 to renew for 
six months, and fifty cents for two ANNUALS for 1890. I hav 
not been able to get a subscriber yet, but will say, Keep the 
pictures going. I cannot feel very tender.footed when I 
read how the churches hav dealt with the feelings of Free- 
thinkers; and what they please to call Infidels. 


T. BALKWELL. 


SPRINGFIELD, Wis., Jan. 16, 1890.. 
Mz. Epiror : Inclosed is seventy-five cents for which send 
me the ANNUAL for 1890; the balance please use toward de- 
. fraying the expense of the cartoons. I hav been trying to 
. get a new subscriber, but hav failed so far. I hava splendid 
scrap-book of Heston’s cartoons, nicely arranged to enter- 
tain my clerical friends with. C. K. PugLPA. 


BozzMas, Monr., Jan. 8, 290. 
Mz. Eprrog: Please find inclosed $1 for the ANNUAL and 
` the herein-named pamphlets. Iam in favor of the pictures. 
I hope you will be able to continue them. If I cannot make 


sure of a subscriber by the time I renew my subscription, I | thinks I am trying to lead him to the devil. 


will try to raise at Teast $1 for the continuance of the car- 
toons. ' GQ. W. DRAKE. 


^ Viema, Ñ. Y., Jan. 7, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror : Inclosed you will find $1; you may send 
me two ANNUALS, and keep the fifty cents fur the pictures. 
Yours, C. S. TREMAIN. 


TERRELL, Tex., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: You will herein find fifty cents, for which 
please send me *' For Her Daily Bread," and ‘‘ Blasphemy,” 
Colonel Ingersoll's Defense of Mr. Reynolds. Many wishes 
for the success of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and continuance of 
the pictures. Respectfully, T. C. Grass. 


Napuss, N. Y., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eviror: After a three months’ trial, I find Tas TRUTH 
SEEXKER to be satisfactory, and I do not calculate to hav my 
name canceled. As to the pictures, I assure you that you 
cannot occupy the space to better advantage.  'lhey cer- 
tainly attract more than they repel. Find inclosed $5 for 
my subscription and one new subscriber. M. M. Wiery. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav taken Toe TRurH Seexsr for about 
eight years. Ido not know that I like the last number any 
better than thefirst. It is like riding on & good railroad that 
makes thirty-five or forty miles an hour. It is going in my 
direction, and will get there. I will vote for the pictures, 
and inclose $3 for one dozen AnNuats for 1890. A. YORK 


Hontinepon, P. Q., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I hav been a reader now for one year of 
your very interesting and instructiv paper, and am much 
pleased with the pictures of Mr. Heston's. It is impossible 
to obtain any subscribers in this goodly land. You might 
just as well try to get the devil to bathein holy water. Long 
may you liv to spread the truth through the columns of the 

good old TRUTH SEEKER. Go. CALDWELL. 


DzraAvaN, Minn., Jan. 16, 1890. 
Mz. Ep:rrosa: Inclosed find $10—$5 for two years’ sub- 
scription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and for the following books: 
Paine’s complete works, '' Looking Backward,” TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, and others on inclosed list. While 
the vote is being taken on the cartoons I want to cast my 
vote in favor of continuing them, and hope you will get all 

the support needed. Yours truly, JAMES GEDDES. 


Grant Fork, ILL., Jan. 5, 290. 
Mr. EpnrTOoR: I hav held my peace concerning the cartoons 
in your paper, hoping I might get a subscriber, but hav thus 
far failed. My opinion concurs with that of the majority 
of your patrons, 4é., that the pictures are a great help in 
propagandism, especially among the children. And as the 
other literature is above and beyond the appreciation of the 
orthodox, you can lose nothing from the pictures, if they 

are abhorrent to their reverential minds. 
Ex-Rev. J. N. MAXEY. 


Waits Brurre, Tenn., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epitror: Inclosed find my subscription. And right 
here I want to say, giv me the pictures. If you cannot 
hav the papers with the pictures please giv me the pictures 
in a separate package, for they are the best thing in the 
United States to convince the Christian of the error of his 
ways. I could write all day in favor of Heston’s illustra- 
tions, but I cannot see why it should be necessary to say 
anything. They speak for themselvs to a person of good 

taste. B. P. Jonze. 


RooxForpD, Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find money for subscription, 
the ANNUAL, and books named. About the pictures—I hav 
never liked them. I would not pay a cent to keep them. I 
hav never felt like finding fault if the majority want them. 
I do not need them to convince me of all the nonsense there 
is in the Bible. But if others do, I can bear with them. I 
hav sometimes felt that it might prevent some from taking 
the paper that otherwise would. Perhaps I am mistaken. I 

hope s80. Mrs. S. B. MILER. 


Braok Creek, O., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroz: Task TRUTH SEEKER is a welcome visitor at 
our house. I do not know how we could do without it. 
** God in the Constitution," by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, should 
be read by every school boy and girl in the United States, 
and ** Secularization of the Church," by Robert C. Adama, 
is too good to be missed. We want to hear from John Peck 
as often as possible. Heston, keep up the pictures. There 
is a volume in them. Some people understand better by 

pictures than by reading. ELLEN THOMAS. 


OsAWKEE, Kan., Jan. 7, 290. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find seventy-five cents— 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL for 1890, and fifty cents to 
help continue Heston’s pictures. I should like to make it 
$50, but I am over seventy years old and I think Iam dying. 
T hav taken your paper for seven or eight years, and always 
paid in advance, and seem to like it better with every num- 
ber. It is my intention after getting my body cremated and 
paying all expenses, to send you something to help continue 

Friend Heston’s cartoons. D. 8. Jones. 

VisonEr’s Ferry, N. Y., Jan. 6,1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL. About the pictures, I like them first-rate. I think 
that jawbone picture is worth vastly more than all the $50 
hell-fire sermons that hav ever been preached. But as for 
getting a new subscriber, you might as well ask me to climb 
up to the moon. If I ask anyone to just read my paper, he 


The Christians 
think Tue TRUTH BERKER emanated from the father of lies 
(but what he ever lied about they do not know). 

A. Brat. 


BERRYVILLE, ILL., Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I say, Go on, Mr. Heston, and do not stop 
until you illustrate the whole Bible. As my wife is a Chris- 
tian, we frequently hav ministers stop with us. I hand 
them Taz TRUTH SEEKER. They look at the illustrations, 
and it is a splendid way to draw them into a discussion. We 
cannot do without the pictures. My whole family, and 
neighbors, are interested in them. I will try to get a new 

subscriber. D. M. Gappry. 


Ranmporpn, N. Y., Dec. 30, 1889. 
Mz. EpiTOR: I inclose $3.25 to pay for another year’s pas- 
sage and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. You ask each 
subscriber's opinion of the propriety of continuing the illus- 
trations, and also intimate that there must be forthcoming 
new subscribers or the extra expense of the illustrations can 
not be borne. Well, I for one should regret very much to 
hav them discontinued, but I find it next to impossible to get 
new subscribers. Be assured I wish the paper abundant 
subscribers to insure the continuation of the illustrations. 

Heston is a mascot to the paper. Joan HAMMOND. 


SILVERTON, CoL., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I am going to get you a new subscriber soon. 
I sent you a new one when I renewed my subscription to 
Tue TRUTH Seexee, about a month since, but we are all 
anxious to hav the pictures continue, so I will try to get 
another. I wish to ask sister Lettie Foster, of Custer City, 
Pa., if she keeps the illustrations in Tug TRuTEH Seexer hid 
from her children, what does ghe do with her Bible? I would 
like to ask the readers of Tak TRUTH SEEKER if there is any 
verse in the Bible that could not be transferred to a postal 
card and sent through the mails without being considered 
unlawful. Mra. P. FISHER. 


Cn10480, ILL., Jan. 10, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: I see many of your readers are expressing 
themselvs in regard to Mr. Heston’s pictures in your paper. 
Allow me to add my indorsement of them. I believe they 
do more good than any lengthy article written by the best 
writer in the land. Heston I think the best part of your 
paper, to start people to thinking for themselvs. Many that 
would discard an article on Freethought hav looked upon 
one of his pictures and found in them enough to start their 
minds in the right direction. Keep them in your paper, by 


all means. Yours, etc., J. W. BUTTERFIELD. 
SrAPLES, MINN., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: "Money is what talks." Let $1 of the 


amount inclosed ‘talk for" the pictures; for the remainder 
send the AnnuaL for 1890. “Geta new artist” indeed! I 
presume Mr. Crow would get one who would picture Sam- 
son in nineteenth-century clothes—picture him stealing honey 
from the bees without retaliation on their part. I knowa 
man who considers the pictures ‘‘ vile" and said the paper 
ought to be suppressed. This man was unfortunate ic his 
youth. .He suffered a stroke of orthodox infiuenc-a tbat 
resulted in intellectual suppression—a species of mental la 
grippe. D. C. JENKINS. 


NEWMANSTOWN, Pa., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. In reading my first number of 
your paper I came to the following conclusion: If all my 
neighbors and friends could be induced to read literature of 
the kind published in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, how soon would 
ignorance and superstition vanish! I would also state that, 
a8 much a8 I hav seen of the pictures, I must say I do like 
them, for they are the very object-teachers we must hav to 
remind those believers without seeing. I know by experi- 
ence that the most successful teaching is that through 

objects, a8 it will leave a lasting mental image. 
Witt B. Isaoz. 


GARNETT, Kan., Jan. 7, 1890. 

Mz. EpiToz : Inciosed please find $1.50 for continuation of 
the Liberal’s Bible, the grand old TRUTH Seeker: I think 
that doing without the pictures now would be a great deal 
like doing without ‘‘salt on our tater.” It might go down 
perhaps without, but it goes down a great deal better with, 
the pictures. I look upon them as just the thing to repre- 
sent in their true and proper light the Munchausen stories 
contained in the Bible. They never were a truth, and are 
not a truth now; and why treat with solemnity an absurdity 
which is only fit to be laughed at by sensible people? As 
soon a8 I can I will respond in such a way as to more fully 
express my preference for the pictures. CHARLES GREGG. 

Dixis, Tex., Jan. 1, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: The great question at issue seems to be the 
continuance or discontinuance of the pictures. I shall giv 
my word as well as an old subscriber. As to myself, I con- 
sider them a necessity. Their execution would not stand a 
World’s Exhibition at Paris or anywhere, but it is their mean- 
ing or expression that I consider useful, and in some few 
instances even attractiv. I know also that whenever I see 
my friends at Brackettaville, itis the pictures which are over- 
hauled before we enjoy ourselvs otherwise. 

Is there anything more imposing and important to a citi- 
zen of the United States than the expression in the picture 
of No. 1, Vol. XVII, Jan. 4, 1890, ** What Uncle Sam should 
do?" If he does not do it the consequences will be fearful, 
and may terminate in a destruction of our great republic 
whose only enemy worth while considering is the priest of 
any denomination. ALBERT TURPE. 


LHH TRUTH SEHRER, FEBRUARY 1, 18590. >` 


i Narrows, Fra., Jan. 16, 1890. 
Mx. Epiror: I see my time is up to-day, and knowing 
that it takes money to run a business successfully, I inclose 
my check for a ‘‘ V" to pay for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. By all 

, means keep up the illustrations, if for no other purpose than 
to reach the rising generation. Pictures and children hav 
an affinity and it is the children we want to educate and 
start aright. All else will follow in due time. I want to see 
Tur TRUTH SEgExER a success financially, and I hav often 
thought, Why not devote more space to commercial adver- 
tisments and derive an income from that source? Church 
periodicals do it more or less. Why not THE TRUTH SEEKER? 

L. B. Dawson. 


Paxton, ILL., Jan. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Environ: I see that some of our friends are not in 
favor of Mr. Heston’s pictures. But I, for one, am in favor 
ofthe pictures. Ithínk they are just the thing to hav in the 
paper. Our friend makes the proposition of having an extra 
sheet to the paper, and having that illustrated. It would be 
very well. And let those that wanted the pictures pay 
extra for them, and those that do not want them pay for the 
paper only. J, for one, am in favor of that way. And, oh! 
how well I would like to hav an illustrated Bible by Mr. 
Heston. If he will illustrate one and hav it published, I will 
take a copy and do all I can.to sell copies for him, for I 
think it would be grand. If Mr. Heston makes the Bible, I 

will hav one if it costs me $100. A. G. NEWEIRE. 


Sairavittze FLATS, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find $5, all for yourself 
and the pictures. I see nothing objectionable in them, as 
they generally represent both sides of the subject. Suppose 
our civil courts closed up business after one side of the evi- 
dence is given, and the judge, or jury, or justice should 
bring in the decision. I insist that we know nothing of our 
own side until we are acquainted with the opposit. It isa 
beautiful religion that cannot see itself in picture. It is also 
a beautiful spirit that wishes to crush out the sciences and 
institute bigotry instead. ‘‘ The tree is known by its fruit.” 
We shall tell them all by the vote they cast in the coming 
contests now, or soon to come, before the people. I also in- 
close stamps to pay for the ANNUAL. MABEL M. TARBRLL. 
CHAMPLIN, Minn., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Incloscd you will find $3.25 for subscription 
and the ANNUAL. As for the pictures—they are admired 
very much by the family, and 80 often draw forth the excla- 
mation from some one, ** Oh! the genius of that Heston !” 
If I am allowed to cast a vote, I should say, continue them 
if possible. But I would suggest that the last-page picture 
be made to look more genteel, not so cheap-looking—the 
people not 80 out of proportion, and not with such hideous 
f: atures. I think 80 much of Tae TRUTH SEEKER, I wish 
all who giv it a glance to be favorably impressed with it. 
The subjects that those pictures are made to show up are go 
absurd and ridiculous, they will look bad enough when 
made to look théir best. " Mrs. F. I. BRD. 
San ANTONIO, Tzx., Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Enrtor: Inclosed please find $5 for two subscriptions. 
We hav been occasional readers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but 
we intend to cast our votes on the cartoon question. We are 
decidedly in favor of their continuatiou, and you may put us 
down as two more of the five hundred. Some good Chris. 
tians might feel offended at Heston's conception of Jehovah 
and Moses and his kinsfolks, but I seriously question whether 
Elijah would hav dealt as leniently with the gods of the 
prophets of Baal as THe Teura SEEKER art st has with that 
old bald-headed myth, Jehovah. When I handed some of 
your papers to friends for perusal they invariably studied 
over both of the cartoons and searched among the inside 
pages for more. Icould persuade but very few to read the 
pamphlets, but the pictures always absorbed interest, which 
was very often transferred to the articles in the paper. 
Respectfully yours, OTTO PRAEGER. 


OapzNn, Uran, Jan. 8, 1890. 

Mr. Eprtor: .I inclose $4 for subscription and books. 
Now I want to say something about the cartoons, but fear I 
cannot do them justice. I am satisfied they are a power in 
support of the principles Taz TRUTH SEEKER desires to sus- 
tain. They reproduce the wonders of the Bible in their true 
significance—that is, that they are legends of the long past 
based in ignorance and superstition, and sustained by tradi- 
tion, and finally selected by Bible compilers and crafty 
priests to sustain their Bible God idea, and keep the people 
in ignorance. What really is the object of those pictures? 
Are they to make light of holy things, divine performances, 
set forth to represent Jehovah as the God of the universe? 
Are they to mock and ridicule sacred things? No. These 
pictures are calculated to produce the opposit effect. They 
teach lessons of intelligence and wisdom; they arrest the 
progress of such blasphemous and absurd representations of 
an all-powerful and all-mighty intelligence, as the Christian 
clergy would hav us accept of their God and his works. 
Now, I am in for the pictures. The paper will lose much 
by their absence. I think if they were put in book form, 
with or without writing or explanation, they would sell. 
Everyone in favor of them would take a copy. Some would 
take more. I will hava half dozen, and the book-stands 
would sell them fast. Joun A. Jost. 


Laxe Ciry, Ia., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed pay for your ANNUAL. 
I say, yes, by all means let us hav the pictures. And since 
it is but one step from the sublime to the ridiculous, let us 
hav both sides, for many times the mind is more vividly im- 
pressed by the ridiculous than in any other way. I will send 


an extra dollar for Mr. Heston. I am extremely sorry you 
hav a few readers so refined they cannot bear the light. I 
expect it is the naked truth they cannot bear. Poor things, 
they ought to unite with Tony Comstock and suppress any- 
thing so nude. I feel almost sorry for one lady and one 
gentleman whose refined sensibilities are so shocked by 
Heston’s “horrid pictures.” I think them entirely too-too 
for this world; they had better climb a tree. But since they 
acknowledge it is only a very few—the most refined, of course 
—that would notice the bad work, why should they make 
such loud complaint? How you are to get a nice, refined 
picture from a nasty, lying subject, is more than I can com- 
prehend. I expect that Mr. Heston has not received one- 
fourth of what he ought to hav had for his work. I hav 
given once or twice to the picture fund, and should hav done 
much more. ButI will not find fault in order to settle the 
bill. I know nearer home Mr. Heston is thought to hav an 
uncommonly fertil brain and fine artistic taste. 
J. L. TowPk&rNs. 
CERYL, Nzs., Jan. 3, 1890. 

Me. Eprror: I inclose twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. 
I do not agree with Mr. James Parton’s opinion in regard to 
the pictures. If Taz TRUTH SEEKER is to be shorn of every- 
thing that repels, or is distasteful to, Christians, it might as 
well be turned into a Christian Advocate at once. It makes 
no difference how repugnant they may be to a certain class. 
They go right to the point at once, and tell the truth before 
8 person can help it. The cartoons are so many periodical 
lessons that are forced upon every Bible-believer that picks 
up the paper. I hav never had a person object to becoming 
a subscriber on this account. The absurdity of reverencing 
such tales as Heston portrays—sometimes with the sharpest 
ridicule—becomes apparent at once. Some Christians hav 
to be shocked to set them to thinking. It is surprising how 
ignorant many Bible-believers are in regard to the contents 
of that ancient volume, and how quick they may be made 
to lose their reverence. I hav the promis of one or two 
new subscribers, and if one of them is not forthcoming soon 
I will contribute $1 to continue Mr. Heston’s work on THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. The pictures are efficient in exposing the 
absurd stories of the Holy Queer. They are sure to start a 
discussion when exposed to view in a crowd. : 

I hav always been an admirer of Mr. Burnham, and was 
sorry to see his harsh criticism on the congress proceedings 
and its officers. I know of many nominal Christians that 
are in favor of the total separation of church and state, 
church taxation, and opposed to the Bible in the public 
schools, and I believe if these questions are ever brought 
out they will be with us—to say nothing of Spiritualists, 
Jews, and Adventists. 

Hoping the picture agitation will stimulate your patrons 
to greater efforts to increase your circulation, I remain, 

Yours, HENRY J. OLM8TEAD. 


Eris, O., Jan. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Iam the only outspoken Freethinker in this 
neighborhood. I do not aim to be a fanatic, but when they 
attack me I giv them my ideas. I circulate all my papers, 
and am making many skeptics. I hav some books, and as 
soon as I get through with them I circulate them. If I was 
able I would build a hall in our little town. There are some 
in the neighborhood that say they will help presently. 

What about the pictures? There are five of us in the fam- 
ily—three children going to school. It is not natural for 
children to read papers, you know, but when they see those 
pictures they want to know what they mean. Then it is ex- 
plained to them that they are to represent the way they used 
to do in heathen times when they were ignorant of science. 
My little folks dote on them. I hav often thought how I 
would love to hav had the advantage of Freethought litera- 
ture when I was young. I would not teach Freethought to 
my children if I thought it was wrong. If they grow up in 
this belief it is worth more to them than anything else I can 
do for them. As for my part, I like the pictures very much. 
My wife always takes great pride in showing them to Chris- 
tians when she gets achance. You see there is no chance 
for a quarrel about our religion in the family. So you see 
we count one for the pictures. We will send you some 
money to help pay the cost of the pictures. 

About twelve years ago a good man here went insane on 
religion. He went to his nearest neighbor and almost used 
him up. He claimed he was Christ. He cut himself in his 
craze. On his deathbed, when he was rational, he claimed 
the cause was Bible-reading. I helped to take him. He 
said when he approached me and. two other men after night 
that he would kill every devil of us. That was about the 
time I began reading Freethought. You know that was a 
pretty good case to begin with. GQ. W. PEIROE. 


Kyieut’s FERRY, CAL., Jan. 8, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I received your sample copy of THE TrUTH 
SEEKER of November 30th, and send you $5. I already take 
80 many Liberal papers—more than I can read—that I send 
you the $5 to be credited to your extension fund. You can 
send two copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER anywhere you 
think they will do the most good. Your sample copy illus- 
trates the infamous doctrin of predestination, and alone is 
worth a year’s subscription of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I sin- 
cerely hope the continued prosperity of your valuable paper. 
You may like to read the appended account of the doings of 
your Liberal friends : 

The Press and Knickerbocker some time since announced 
that Mr. Abraham Schell, of this city, whose residence is at 
Knights Ferry, Cal, would celebrate his golden wedding 
there on December 5th. We see now by the Modesto News 
that the event took place, and that paper devotes nearly a 
column to it. There were about eighty guests present. 
The interior of the handsome home was made unusually at- 


was) 


tractiv by the elegant and tasteful decorations. On entering 
the parlor, visitors were met with a handsome floral piece, 
arranged to form the figures *' 1839-1889," skilfully executed 
with evergreens and white and gold chrysanthemums. 

The grounds are always inviting and attractiv, but they 
were rendcred doubly so at night by the illuminations from 
vari-colored lanterns. ‘The banquet was a sumptuous one. 
There was music of several kinds. The Knights Ferry band _ 
rendered some exceptionally fine airs. A noticeable and 
praiseworthy feature was a cornet solo by the leader, who 
was accompanied on the piano by Miss Nellie Church. Mr. 
Schell, also, delighted those present by a splendid solo on 
the flute. accompanied on the piano by Miss Church. The 
entire affair was rendered all the more enjoyable by the ab- 
sence of ceremony, general sociability and enjoyment being 
the order of the day. 

The Press and Knickerbocker heartily congratulates Mr. 
and Mrs. Schell upon their long association in wedded bliss, 
and also on the consummation of this happy event. 


ABRAHAM SoHELL. 

CENTRAL Crry, CoL., Jan. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: You ask for expressions from subscribers 
whether Mr. Heston’s pictures shall or shall not be continued 
in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I would answer by first asking, What 
is the principal object of Taz TgurH SggxER? Is it tocon- 
vert Mr. Parton, myself, and hundreds of other old-time 
Freethinkers to a belief in the principles so ably advocated 
therein—to redeem those who need not redemption, the 
** ninety-nine who are already safe within the fold?” Or is it 
to rescue the one, or many, ‘‘ lost sheep " who know not the 
truth, that is taught in these pictures far better than by page 
upon page of good, sound reading-matter—never read by 
them? For if you do not know, I do, that it is almost im- 
possible to get the most liberal-minded amongst them to read 
anything that is not in accord with their religious belief. 
But a picture is quite another affair. Who amongst us will 
not look at a caricature, whether for or against us? Does 
not the popularity of Puck, Judge, Life, etc., rest almost 
entirely on the caricatures contained therein ? And was not 
the most formidable weapon used to the destruction of the 
Tweed ring of your city a few years ago the admirable cari- 
catures of Nast? Among the common, every-day people 
there is nothing which strikes with more force and effect in 
politics than the caricatures indulged in so freely during our 
political campaigns. Such being the case in politics, why 
should it not hold equally true in religion, Mr. Parton to the 
contrary notwithstanding? I will leave it to any live sub- 
scriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER if, when at the post-office; 
on his way home; in the shop, factory; upon the street, or 
wherever he may be, he shows these pictures, they will not 
create an impression, which may at first be unfavorable, but 
the everlasting curiosity of this Yankee nation gets the 
upper hand and the final result will be a desire to see what 
the ** durned fools hav to picture, anyhow,” till eventually 
something drops onto the curiosity-seeker’s mind too heavy 
to get away from acd he begins to cogitate the picture in 
his mind, when, if bis common sense is allowed the least 
show in the world, you obtain another subscriber to the old 
TRUTH SEEKER, probably without his reading one continuous 
page of its contents. Inclosed find price of the ANNUAL, 
which please send me, and whenever called upon by the - 
adoption of the cover, that additional fifty cents shall be 

forthcoming. D. D. Laxs. 


Detroit, Mion., Jan. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: If criticisms of Watson Heston’s cartoons as 
they appear in Taz TRUTH SEEKER are in order, allow me to 
say I think them grand and more instructiv and convincing 
to the ignorant Christian fanatic, when taken in connection 
with the verbatim quotations from the 80-called word of God, 
than all the written or editorial arguments and reasoning 
which could be brought to bear on their priest-ridden and 
benighted intellecta. Voltaire, Volney, Paine, and hosts of 
other great and learned men, hav tried the force of good 
sound sense, argument, and reason, adducing proof upon 
proof to any intelligent mind of the many inconsistent, false, 
and ridiculous statements contained in the Jew’s and Chris- 
tian's holy Bible, and of the folly of its claims of divine 
origin and authorship. And still millions of human beings, 
who are otherwise fairly inteligent, are misguided and 
deluded into a belief in the divine authenticity of the writ- 
ings contained in that old book of fable, mythology, history, 
debauchery, and crime, and are to-day wallowing in the 
mire and slime of superstition:and ignorance at the feet of 
their meek and lowly Jesus, singing: 

Oh, to be nothing, nothing, 
Only to lie at his feet! 

Robert G. Ingersoll, being à powerful orator and fluent 
writer, recognizes the superior power of ridicule over argu- 
ment in battling with the soldiers of the cross. This is the 
reason why he is the modern Samson in slaying the Christian 
Philistines in debate and lecture. While his weapon is not 
the jawbone of an ass, still it is a jaw which, when engaged 
in hurling ridicule into the ranks of the enemy, makes a 
slaughter in the Christian ranks even greater than that 
recorded slaughter the ancient Samson made on the Philis- 
tines. 

Heston is using the same weapon, ridicule, as applied in 
picture literature, and is doing a noble work. Therefore let 
the good work continue, until the great multitude of Chris- 
tian devotees shall commence to investigate the dogmas of 
the Christian religion. For the moment they commence a 
thorough investigation, they commence to say good-bye to 
the yoke of the crafty, greedy, rapacious, heartless, hypo- 
critica), inhuman sharks whom they hav served so long and 
who hav lorded it over them under the name of popes, 
priests, pastors, and preachers. I also will giv $100 for one 
copy of King James’s version of the Bible illustrated with 
Heston’s cartoons, as specified by L. E. Allen in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of January 4th. W. D. Sarg. 
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Ghildven's Garner. 


Edited by Mies Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
. thts Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & panse in the day’s occupations 
That is known a8 the Ohildren’s Hour." 


Making Believe. 


Do yon ever play at making believe? 
"Tis the merriest play I know, 

With the power a magic spell to weave 
However the wind may blow. 


If you've only a simple cotton gown; 
A little the worse for wears 

Just make believe that in all the town 
There isn’t a dress go fair. 


Instead of faded and scanty folds, 
You may fanoy it rustling silk, 

A warp that luster of moonlight holda, 
And a woof that is white as miik. 


You may '' make believe” with a bit of bread 
And a cup of water poured, 

That you sit with ease at a royal spread; 
No lack at the festal board. 


The people who “ make believe ” aright 
Shorten the longest day; 

Brighten the gloomiest hours with light, 
And laugh their trouble away. 


It’s always foolish to sigh and shirk ; 
If anything must be done, 

With an earnest purpose turn the work 
To “make believe” of fun. 


And if only you try this ** make believe,” 
The cheeriest play I know, 
You'll find that a magio spell 'twill weave 
However the wind may blow. 
= Mr, Songster. 
r 


Nicknames of Noted Americans. 
Benjamin Franklin, for some time, con- 
ducted a publication called ‘‘ Poor Richard's 
Almanac,' and he was afterward called 
*t Poor Richard.” John Randolph was called 
the '* Political Meteor " of Congress, because 
of his tall, slender form, his shrill voice, and 
his long, beny fingers. George Washington 
ig everywhere known as the ‘ Father of his 
Country." John Adams was styled, ** The 
Colossus of the Continental Congress." The 
name explains itself. Thomas Jefferson was 
called ** The Sage of Monticello," because of 
his many talents. John Quincy Adams was 
-known as “ Old Man Eloquent” because of 
his ability in debate during his old age. 
Andrew Jackson was everywhere known as 
« Old Hickory." I cannot recall the origin 
of the name at present. Martin Van Buren, 
because of his shy, cunning ways, was called 
“The Fox of Kinderhook.” William Henry 
Harrison was called “ Old Tip,” because of 
his bravery in the battle of Tippecanoe. 
Zachariah Taylor was the hero of the Mexican 
war, and the soldiers admiringly called him 
“Qld Rough and Ready,” because of his 
brave, determined spirit. James Buchanan 
was not married, consequently he was called 
the ** Bachelor President." Abrsham Lincoln 
had several nicknames, but the most appro- 
priate one, the one that always clung to him, 
was '* Honest Abe.” Gen. U. S. Grant, also, 
had several. His mother called him ‘ Use- 
less Grant? because he was so dull and un- 
handy when & boy. He was sometimes 
called ‘‘ The Galena Tanner,” because his 
trade at Galena, Ill., was that of a tanner. 
His schoolmates at West Point called him 
. Uncle Sam,” and after the capture of Fort 
- Donelson he was known as ‘‘ Unconditional 
Surrender Grant.” James A, Garfield was 
called the ‘‘ Tow Boy,” because he was en- 
gagedintowinga boat on Eriecanal Grover 
Cleveland has such names as‘ Old Veto," 
“Old Grover,” ‘‘ Decoration Day Fisher,” 
and others. Benjamin Harrison is sometimes 
called "Young Tippecanoe.” And now 
going back to revolutionary times, Gen. 
Israel Putnam was called ‘‘Old Put.” Gen. 
Marion had two nicknames, ‘‘ The Bayard of 
the South,” and ‘‘The Swamp Fox.” Gen. 
Anthony Wayne, because of his high temper 
and daring bravery, was called ‘‘Mad An- 
thony.” The great orator and statesman 
Henry Clay was called ‘‘ The Silver-tongued 
Orator” because of his eloquence in speech, 
and he was also styled ‘‘ The Great Pacifica- 
tor” because he brought forth so many bills. 
Stephen A. Douglass was known as ‘ The 
Little Giant,” because of his short, heavy 
form. He was what one could appropriately 
term a “big little man.” Among the cfficers 
of the civil war may be mentioned: Gen. 
Robert E. Lee, who was familiarly called 
* Uncle Robert." Gen. Thomas J. Jackson 
was best known by the name ‘Stonewall 
Jackson,” which he received at the battle of 


bloody battle. 


which reeds no explanation. 


horse in that famous battle. 


Billy.” 
“Little Phil.” 
called ‘‘ The Black Eagle of Illinois." Gen. 
Kilpatrick was called “Kill.” Salmon P. 
Chase was commonly called ‘Old Green- 
backs” during the war, when he was secre- 
tary of the treasury, because he established 
our present system of national currency. 
Daniel W. Voorhees, the noted United States 
enator, is often called “ The Tall Sycamore 
of the Wabash ” because his tall figure and 
long limbs are strongly characteristic of the 
tall sycamore tree, which is common to his 
home on the Wabash. James G. Blaine is 
admiringly called ‘‘The Plumed Knight." 
Colonel Ingersoll gave him the name, in his 
great speech during the Blaine-Cleveland 
campaign. Samuel J. Tilden, because of his 
talents, was styled ‘‘ The Sage of Greystone.” 
William B. Allison, the noted United States 
Senator, was, in his school-days, called ** Big- 
Eyed Bill? Amorg the noted American 
authors are: John G. Whittier, known asthe 
* Bachelor Poet;" John G. Saxe, sometimes 
styled ** The American Hood,” because his 
productions resemble those of the great poet 
Hood. Walt Whitman is known as '' The 
Good Gray Poet,” and the name is indeed 
very appropriate. Gro. J. Remspura. 
— —  —49$.»—————————— 
Feeding a Boy. 
It is worth something to know what it 
costs to feed a boy fairly well. During the 
investigations made by the Record of the 
operations of the Squeers syndicate orphan 
schools it was shown that, taking their own 
somewhat doubtful figures, the cost was 
about four cents a meal. But the syndicate 
orphans were not well fed. 
Dr. McKinnon, the superintendent of the 
Mimico Industrial school in Canada, has fur- 
nished the Toronto Mai with an interesting 
statement on the subject. There are one hun, 
dred and eight boys in the school who are 
kept in gocd bodily health, and whose sub- 
sistence is bought in a wholesale way that 
would somewhat cheapen the cost 88 com- 
pared with ordinary household expenditure. 
The boys hav all they wish to eat, and the 
superintendent’s accounts, not being compli- 
cated by expenses for subsistence for other 
persons, furnish valuable data not otherwise 
readily obtainable. The following statement 
shows the average weekly expenditure per 


boy: 
Cents. 

FEIOUE rites ore oae sewer cise saesccetua sees 18 
Oatmeal and other meal 4 
Barley aud beans................... i 
Rice, 880, etc............... usse 8 4-10 
Coffee, cocoa, and tea............ 2810 
Sugar and sirups............... eee. 7 8-10 
Salt, pepper, and oiher condiments 4 
Fresh fruiits......ccscessesescnsssersnscseees i 
Fruits preserved and dried... i 
Fresh meat and fish.......... .. 172.10 
Meat and fish cured. ..................... 18.10 
Butter and cheese....... 8 1-10 
Other provisions. . ....... 3210 
Vegetables. ................ 24 
Milk...... MEER 14 

ITotàl.i: iii esee reco esr ce serez $1.07 3-10 


The cost of food, as above given, does not 
include the expense of preparing it, or irci- 
dental expenditure for superintendence, etc. 
But the average disbursement is astonishingly 
small. Bo far as subsistence goes, to raise a 
boy is not more costly than to raise a pig. 
————— 9-899 m 

What the Little 0nes Are Saying. 
Minister (to boy with a long pole): “I 
hope you arenot going fishing in the creek on 
this beautiful Sabbath day?" Boy (emphat. 
ically): ‘“ No, sir, Iam not." ‘That’s right 
—you're a good boy. Here's a nickel." 
(After the minister's departure.) ‘Golly! 
It he'd asked me wuz 1 goin’ fishing in the 
mill.pond he'd had me sure.” 

While loading sugar on our boat on Sun- 
day recently at a Louisiana plantation, some 
of the passengers strolled back toward the 
settlement, and went into a church just as a 
couple had taken their child in for baptism. 
The old colored preacher, noticing the large 
crowd of white visitors, extended them a 
cordial welcome, and asked all to be seated ; 
then, turning to the couple before him, 
asked: ‘‘Ob what denomination am dis 
chile?" ‘* Sah?” gaid the young father, evi. 


Bul Run. Gen. Geo. B. McClellan was 


dently perplexed by the word denomination. 


called ‘ Little Mac.” Gen. George H. Thomas 
was called ‘‘ The Rock of Chickamauga ” be- 
cause of his courage and firmness in that 
Gen. Joseph Hooker was 
admiringly called ‘‘ Fighting Joe,” a name 
Gen. W. 8. 
Hancock was called ‘‘ The White Horseman 
of Gettysburg,” because he rode a large white 
Gen. William 
T. Sherman is admiringly called '* Uncle 
Gen. Philip H. Sheridan was called 
Gen. John A. Logan was 


“Taxed yo’ ob what denomination de chile 
war,” repeated the minister, a little severely. 
The parents looked at each other in evident 
confusion for a moment, then the father 
stammered out, ** I~we—doesn’t know what 
yo’ mean by denomination, sah.” ‘‘ Huh, 
yo’ don’t!” replied the preacher scornfully. 
“ Well, den, I'll simplify it ’cordin’ to yo’ 
ign’ance so yo’ kin understand it; am de 
chile a boy or a gal chile?” 

Nice young man (lecturing the dear little 
boys and girls in Sunday-school): “ Now, 
dear children, is there any of you who would 
like to ask me a question about what I hav 
been trying, in my poor way, to tell you? 
Well, the little boy in the back row—you 
need not snap your fingers, little boy, I see 
you. What question would you like to ask, 
my son?” Nice little boy: ‘Say, is dis 
jawin’ goin’ ter last all day ?” 

The name Jimmy Eaton is not very com- 
mon-—not nearly so common as John Smith, 
for instance—but after reading the following 
story one cannot think that the boy Jimmy 
Eaton is to be found almost anywhere. 
Some readers of the Companion may know 
not only such a boy, but such a man. A 
schoolmaster was placed over a new school. 
His ambition was roused; he wanted to make 
that the very best school that ever was. He 
pondered a good while and concluded that the 
best way to get at his object was to rouse a 
spirit of self-respect and self-improvement in 
the pupils. So one day he talked to them ear- 
nestly, and finally he said, thinking he had 
made the subject very plain to them all: 
* Now, boys, I believe there is just one way 
to do this thing. If each of you will make 
up his mind to mend one boy's faults, the 
whole gchool will be improved in a very short 
time." ‘* All right, sir," spoke up little 
Jimmy Eaton, who had been very much in- 
terested in the discussion ; '*I'l mend Jack 
Wyeth."— Youth's Companion. 

———— 9-4 — — —— —— 
Correspondenee. 
Home Crry, Kan., Jan. 19, 1890. 

Miss Susan H. WixoN, Dear Friend : I go 
to school and my studies are reading, spelling, 
and arithmetic. My tutor’s name is Ernest 
Ranoe, and I like him very well. I hav one 
brother and one sister. I waa nine years old 
on the 19th of December. This is my first 
writing. Respectfully yours, 

Orro VoGLER. 


JORDAN, MiNN., Jan. 13, 1890. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines, for the first time. My 
grandma has taken Taz TRUTH Serger for 
five years. My papa is dead, and my mamma 
is not at home. I liv with my grandma and 
grandpa. I hav a doll as big asa live baby. 
It has a lounge big enough for me to lie on. 
It hasa bed, too. Two of my aunts are living 
at home, and one uncle. We had a Christmas 
tree. I gota chair and a trunk. This is all 
Ican write to.day. I hope to see my letter 
in print. Your little friend, 
MINNIE TAYLOR. 
OranGE Crry, Ia., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would write 
8 few lines to the Children’s Corner.. This is 
8 dreadfully religious town. "They hav had 
prayer. meeting here for a whole week. Iam 
going to school and hope to pass through it 
by the end of this year’s term. We hav a 
few Liberals in this town. I am fifteen years 
of age and an orphan. My mother died when 
I was about three years old and my father 
when I was about six years old. I am stay- 
ing with my brother, who is a doctor. I take 
care of his horses, four in all. They are all 
fat and sleek and very gentle. Wel, I think 
me is enough for the first time, so I will 
close. 


Yours truly, Henry DE LEsPINASSE. 


TusoaLoosa, ÁLA., Jan. 10, 290. 

Drag Miss Wrxon: It has been a long 
time since I wrote to THE TRUTH SEEKER. I 
do not get it to read now, as I am away at 
school, but I miss it very much. I am just 
home from church. Ido not wanttogo. I 
hav to. It makes me 80 mad to hear the 
preacher talk about the Infidel when I cannot 
help myself. I wish that some Liberal lect. 
urer would come down here, for I am so anx- 
ious for the spread of Freethought. The 
Christians are working on their side as hard 
as they can. Iam the only Liberal girl here 
that I know of, and I shall remain so as long 
as I liv. 

Your Liberal friend, Frorexoz Warp. 

[Florence is one who will be firm and true 
to her principles of right and justice wherever 
she is. She thus becomes a helper in the 
cause of Liberal truth. We hope to hear 
from her often.—Ep. C. C.] 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo. 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; moroooo, 
gilt edges; $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT, 


Bews of the Week, 


Portuear has yielded to England in the 
quarrel over African territory. 


Russra has banished thirty-three persons, 
mostly Polish and German nobles. 


Ar Guthrie claim-jumping has caused dis- 
turbances that it required troops to quiet. 

Tuomas Hitz, D.D., was providentially 
stricken with paralysis while preaching at 
Highlands, Mass., on the 19th ult. 


NzrLI& BLY, sent around the globe by the 
New York World, made the unprecedented 
record of 72 days, 6 hours, 11 minutes. 


Ir Portugal revolts, inspired by Brazil, 
Spain may follow, and like disturbances may 
succeed in Germany and throughout Europe. 


Tune neighborhood of Reading, Pa., is over- 
run with an army of burglars, who are sup- 
posed to hav their lair in&he Welsh mount- 
ains. 

Os the 22d ult. an infant of thirteen days, 
son of W. Wreschinski, of New York city, 
died from circumcision performed by Rabbi 
Asron. 


Bouranaists created such a acene of dis- . 
order in the French chamber the other day 
that troops were called in to remove their 
leader. 


Tue Polish church war at Wilkeabarre, Pa., 
culminated in a riot at a funeral on the 20th 
ult., and several constables were required to 
restore peace. 


A7 Buffalo, N. Y., last Sunday, a fight took 
place in the Polish Roman Catholic church 
between factions in the congregation for and 
against the priest, that was quelled only by 
a squad of police. 


Compiaints having been made to Mayor 
Odell of Newburg, N. Y., of the crying of 
Sunday newspapers on the streets and before 
open church doors, he has ordered rigid en- 
forcement of the law against all who disturb 
the quiet of the day. 

Tre London News says that Turkey will 
demand, through her minister, of the United 
States government that it suppress the Sour- 
hantag, an Armenian paper printed in the 
United States but circulated in Armenia, 
which advocates Armenian independence. 


Aw eminent friend of the papacy reports 
from Rome that the pope’s advisers are urg- 
ing him to declare for woman suffrage, as 
* woman in Europe is the main prop of the 
church, and to enfranchise her would place 
the Freethinker everywhere in a minority.” 


Taxe Quebec legislature has enacted that 
one hundred acres of land be given each 
head of a family of twelve children. The 
Roman Catholic French Cavadians are already 
multiplying fast enough, without this induce- 
ment, to make a plenty of trouble in the 
future. Many couples now hav fifteen to 
twenty children. 


Mr. Brean, the London editor, writes from 
Italy that he is ‘‘ officially authorized to de- 
clare that the pope is utterly and absolutely 
opposed to any attack being made upon Italy 
for the purpose of restoring his temporal 
power by force of arms.” But we may sup- 
pose Leo’s secret wishes to be quite other- 
wise. And to condemn such action is to re- 
flect upon the conduct of Pius IX. in 1849, 
and innumerable other predecessors. 


Dom Pengo still declines to abdicate. He 
says he will return to his people as emperor, 
as president, or as private citizen. He thinks 
the new government will be permanent unless 
an attempt to erect & military dictatorship is 
made. He says the revolution arose solely 
from the slaveholders’ vow to revenge them- 
selva on him if he helped to free their slaves. 
Castelar, the famous Freethinker and states- 
man of Spain, censures Dom Pedro, and says 
that the ex-emperor while gaining by display 
much credit for Liberalism, had very little. 


Tae reapportionment of presidential elec. 
tors to follow this year’s census will add new 
electors a8 follows: Alabama 2, Arkansas 2, 
California 1, Colorado 1, Georgia 2, Indiana 
1, Iowa 1, Kansas 2, Kentucky 1, Louisiana 
1, Maryland 1, Minnesota 3, Mississippi 1, 
Missouri 4, Nebraska 3, New Jersey 1, New 
York 1, North Carolina 2, Ohio 2, Pennsyl- 
vania 1, Texas 2, and Wisconsin 1. The four 
new states will probably hav 14 electoral 
votes, South Dakota 4, Washington 4, Mon- 
tana 8, and North Dakota 3. Thus the South 
will gain 17 electors, the West 25, the Middle 
states 8, and the Pacific states 4. New Eng- 
land will lose 1. New York will retain the 
deciding power, 
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ASenis WANTEDIZS T Sampie FAE Aes | 


opportunity. Goo. A. Reott, 842 Broadway, N. X. 


GODS AND RELIGIONE 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I, Givi a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
eluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the. Bible. 
8vo, B35pp. Vol, II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leatner. $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 

to the fund for the erection of the monument. 

: BY 

Grorer JacoB HOLYOARE, THOMAS DAVIDSON 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 

Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 centa; ten copies fc * a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of *' Hebrew 
Mythology,” ** The Career of Jesus Ohrist." 


The fool hath said in his heart, There ia no God. | 


—[Ps. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


In order to quickly introduce the cele- 
brated English Dr. Scott’s Electric Porous 
Plaster to the readers of this paper, the 

Pall Mall Electric Association, of Lon- ‘ 

don, make the following liberal offer 


GOOD FOR 60 DAYS 


" —BUT FIRST ASK FOR THE— DON'T 
PLASTERS "008 DRUG STORE DELAY. 


and if you cannot get them remit $1.00 
and you will receive four of these famous 
Electric Plasters by mail, postpaid, to- 
gether with a pair of DR. SCOTT'S GEN- 
UINE ELECTRIC INSOLES FREE anda} RUE à > 5 | 
copy of that valuable Book, the Doctor’s sc c3 > ; 

Story. Cut this adv't out and keep itto remind you 


a wonderful 


Dr. Scott's Electric Plaster: 


cacy in CURING QUICKLY 


tice 


Ice, 
ABO 


reputation for their marvelous effi- 


TROUBLES, . 


BEES 
'SM | SPRAINS, 
KIDNEY, ACHES AND 


STOMACH BRUISES. 


Chas oc 
TRIG INSOLES. 
ng in their 


many forms 
feet in win- 


50 Cents. 


UT OUR ELEC 


wet and cold feet which m 
$ tively have been prevented b: 


Rem 


EVERY DRUGGIST WILL — ERRARE 
RETURN THE MOREY : E 


IF IT FAILS, SO WILL WE. 


AGENTS WANTED. MM 
Ed 


254 


9^6. 


'PRICE 


N. Y.. mentioning this 

promptly receive, postpai 

FOUR PLASTERS, 

2| ONE PAIR INSOLES, Free," = ~ 
HONE DR'S STORY, 


BEI tu^" Mention size of shoe you wear. Write us 
mi to-day. 
occur again. 


" It seems hardly worth while to call attention of old-time radical thinkers to 

Plain Home Talk,” since probably most of them are familiar with it. Yet there 
may be some such who hav lost or loaned their copies of the work and who would 
be glad to get a new copy of the latest revised edition. To the younger generations 


of Liberals and to recent converts to Freethought literature ‘‘ Plain Home Talk” is a 
book that offers much of interest in the line of radical thought on marriage and social 
relations, besides much very valuable instruction concerning physiology, hygiene, and 
what it is well for everyone to know concerning disease, its causes, prevention, and 


treatment.— Truth Seeker. 


ae —— 


= 
Price, $1.50, 


IF YOU WANT TO KNOW 


j All about the human body, in. health and disease.nature's secrets revealed, 
How life is perpetuated, health maintained, diseaseinduced.deathdelayed, 
How to marry your own mate, and transmit wealth of health to posterity 
Read the most popular, comprehensive and useful book treating o, 
MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 
which Dr. Eadon declares to be “priceless in value, new, startling 
and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val- 
J| uable than ever, having been re-written in important parts. It con- 
taius AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of 
OVER 290 PRESCRIPTIONS OX RECIPES 
For Acute and Chronic Disorders Common to Adults and Children, 
à complete table of poisons and their antidotes (Irom highest author- 
ities), illustrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (prepared 
for Health Boards), and hygienic rules for care of infants; also 
ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN, 
tracing the embryo from conception. through ali stages to birth, 
A Miustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs, 
on fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, im- 
orted medical works ; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relative 
positions of important parts. each book is also embellished with 
—— THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS. 
oy mail; circulars free ; agents wanted. 


Murray Hill Pub. Co., 129 E. 28th St., N. Y. 


One "PLAIN Home TALK ” Free to any one likely to make a good agent, and B 
$3.00 for two books; we will send one more free, or threo altogether, rand who fonds 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
CALIFORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 

J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 

Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

Estate of 8. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. 

Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran 
cisco. 

i OANADA. 

T. nee & Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, 


W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal- 
ifax, N. 8. 
COLORADO.  . 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Donver. 


FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. ` 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams at., Chicago. 
E. A. Btevens, 558 West Madison st., Room 1, 


Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 56 S. Halstead st., 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirs., 
LOUISIANA. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
Johnson Bro’s 6 N. Main st., Fall River. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division Bt., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Oo.. 87 Woodward ave.. Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MISBOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Eaton & Smith, 1284 O st., Lincoln. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 99 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 


MI 


Nh ieago. 


H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 

Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 

M. B. Edinger, 1243 Third ave., New York. 

L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 

J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. st, 
New York. 

J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 

New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. : 
3. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
OBIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st.. Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sydney. 
i OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNHSSEB. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 331 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
H. 8. Kratz, 806 Houston st., Fort Worth. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
Progressiv Pub. Co., 38 Stonecutter st., Lon- 
don, E. C. - 
29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.8. W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. S. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 

A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


C. Stocker, 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
aoter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy” c Paper, 8vo, 35 cents, 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 


BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - - %5 Cents. 


KE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gx 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Now READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
eream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine Jikeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home, It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


POINTERS: 
A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


OONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and, Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 
Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 

More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 

ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 

For $50 worth of “ Cold. Facts” boiled down in a 
Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR? 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Proponitions E» 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the s0-calle 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Christian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . . 


$1.00. 


it $100 to Gro. A. SCOTT, 842 Broadway, 
pepe and you will 


Retall,= = 


Free, =- © 


It is an opportunity that may never 


YRY-SQUARE;, 


The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and othor- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being bronght 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two 878- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8v0, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Obristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged traths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SING, BROTHERS, 8ING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 cents. Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Oo 


ICHABODCRANE PAPERS 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


‘| view. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univere 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
skill—[Literary World. — 4 etree 

You turn over his pages with & fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
irving.—{Inter-Ooean. pb d 

Fis history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power. whidh reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
(New Haven Palladium. . . i 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a stylo that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 

Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.75. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
Address aR Lafavatte PL. New York. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TweLve Orner Disoourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra oloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Benner. 1,075 pages, 
Svo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Benner. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. Il. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
lianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, $5.06. 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille. Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` + ded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco: 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. A: 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and' 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis. 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 


"ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. |. 


L'omplete from the London edition. 745 


pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing volumes are called “The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWGOD'S WORXS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib- 

~ eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from & Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
‘the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. , 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..dcal and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 


logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A. four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunczss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 


nights’ debate between B. F, UNDERWOOD 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
22 leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 

.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 

Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 

volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; iv 

leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 
` letters written in prison. Over 700 pages 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series 
of letters written during & visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben. 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de. 
scription’ of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To. the latter 930 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bexnerr and Rev. G. H. 
HuxrmHazx. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is & splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. BENNETT and Cyrus Howurus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections. to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mare, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new not 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his migsion 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; Mare denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv. 
ing many church incidents and his evolu. 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ^f Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims iu the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Zrr^h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


A 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


and Rev. Jons Marries. Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
| 10 conis. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EpGaR C. BEALL. f 
Preface by R., G., INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 
Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 

Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By MosES HULL (Spir.) and 
Rey. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCGY; 


OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - - - 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. ` 


260 woodents.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, S3: leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines. . 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, bnt à Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Panl died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - $1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Bibiical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - - = 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


A FEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL SKETOHES AND Essaye. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


With Portraitand Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND 'THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 

Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts, 


876pp., S1. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
B; D. W. Huru (Spir.). 
Price, - - - PUE 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE, 
By F. R. Marvin. ] 
Price, . . 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKE 


B OQ. 
28 Lafayette Pl., NewYXork. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL 
Bx D. M. BENSETT. 
Price. - - - 10 cents. 
| COMMON SENSE 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH, 


By J. L. BARKER. 
Address this office, 


Price, 35 cents. 


INFLUENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ON CIVILIZATION 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 25 cents. 


INGERSOLL Iv CANADA, 
Reply to Archbishop Lynch. 
By A. PRINGLE. 
15 cents. 


Civil Rights Speech 


With Speech of HON. FREDERIOK DOUGLASS 
Price, 10 centa. 


=r 
Ingersoll Catechised. 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY EDITOR or San 
Franciscan. 
Price, 3 cents ; per doz., 30 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


Discussion between 
COL. R, à. INGERSOLL, Hon. Frederic R: 
Coudert, and. Eix-Gov. Stewart L. Wood- 
ford. Before the Nineteenth 
Century Olub. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


ORTHODOXY. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 10 cents; per dozen, one dollar. 


INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT. 
By G. F. RINEHART. 
25 cents. . 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


JEAN MESLIER. 


Abstract of. 
Paper, price, 25 cents. 


LOVE VENTURES 


Of TOM, DICK, AND HARRY. 


A Novel With an Afidavit. 

* And they were naked and not ashamed” (Gen. 

ìi, 25). 

16 full-page French-Art IHustrations. Beautifully 
lustrated Covers. 

12mo, 226 pages, paper, 25 cents ; boards, 50. 


MANNA. Our Forefathers’ Ideas of Hell. 
Price, 5 cents. 


MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
MONKS and THEIR MAIDENS. 


Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Modern Thinker, No, 2. 


The Most Advanced Speculations in Philosophy, 
cience, Sociology, and Religion. 


160pp., pap., 50 cents. 


MOTHER of HARLOTS. 
POPERY DISSECTED, 


By Wu. Hogan (25 years a confessing priest). 
Paper, ov cents ; cloth. 75 


NEW ENGLAND 


AND THE PEOPLE UP THERE. 
A HUMOROUS LECTURE. 
By Geo. E. Macdonald. 
Prices ^ . . 10 cents. 
NIBBLE AT JOHN FISKE'S CRUMB FOR 
THE MODERN SYMPOSIUM. 


s Price, 10 cents. 
ORIGIN OF 


THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 
M Iu 


The. OUTCAST. Freethought Story, 


By Wixwoop READE. 


- 85 cents. : 
OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY. 
By F. E. AspINWALL, M.D. 


Pap. 850. 


RIGHTS OF MAN. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 
Answer to Burke's Attack on the French 


Revolution. 
Paper, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


PAINE THE POLITICAL and 
RELIGIOUS REFORMER. 

By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 

Price, "P 10 centa, 

For allof the above books addregs 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OCO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 1, 1890. 


79 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Note.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when reccived, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten "dollars! worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


are out of print. 
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160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 


161 Protestant Persecutions........ 
102 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow ‘Street - 


Jail. Bennett... —— 1 
164 Bible Impeached. "Chapman. arees iisi we 2 
SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof.  Els- 
burg, M.D......... eere 5 

2 Evolution; Homogeneous to. "Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood.. —— P: 
4 Literature of the Insane. "Marvin. ...eoco. 5 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs, Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll... 2 
7 Death. Frederic R. Marviu, M.D.......... 3 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 


10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures.. 
11 Is America New World? Dawson irises 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D.................... 
13 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium............. crece eene 
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THE TRUTH 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker a at 
28 Lafayette Place, . 


NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. » . 
DURING THE YEAR 1890 TEE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of pera 
f Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these djpinent m men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


- 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
wil hav the immense distribution it se richlv 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible of Natur, 


OR, 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to ihe RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of '*The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline," ** Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure," “Household Remedies,” '* The 
Poison Problem, or the Oguse 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc., eto. 


Felix L. Oswald is & well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Cin. 
&zette. 


Oloth, 12mo, 940pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
New Edition, Revised und Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400 400.3 with autograph, 50 p 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tax TRUTH NEEKER COMPANY. 


THE 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S ' Children's Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties, 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEKKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of chureh property. 
: opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SEEKER. 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 
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CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. à 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE, 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


It is uncompromisingly 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 

1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPBON, 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works, 

and influence. By Rev. JoRN W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

row suns and worlds come into being. By 


T. GARRET P. SERVISS. 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life. 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 


6. EYOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 

uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. O 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its gatas: ES de- 


9. EVOLUTION OP benc ee 
10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BipWEx 
u. EYOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dm. LEWIS 
12. PROOFS -Q OF EVOLUTION. By NeEtson C. 


13. RyOLU TION AS BELATED | ae ce INA 


Liberal. Gtleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit af Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyh Philosophical Associa- 
: . tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 

Bunday. Admission free.. Discussions follow 
res. 


The Newark Liberal League 


| Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 


Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey 8t. cor. Market 


8f. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood stg., at 2:30and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications alwayson handatcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
A: 45 = .M., at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
stree’ 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., - 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human . 
cultivation are invited. Mazrvs HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.w.,8t 419 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MacomBer,Pres,; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
daya 0f each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. NMITH, Cor. Seo. 


Cleveland, 0., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30, &t room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligious and social subjects. The public cordially 
invited. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Bunday at 2 P.w. in Grand Army 
Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Benoe Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and (890d Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


Freedom Club, New York, 


Meets at 144 Waverly Place, every Thursday 
evening: Admission free. Debates on social 
Opics. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HT. By Jog 
14. PHILOSOPHY es ROLO ON "By STARR 


YT NIO. 
15. THE TER EG CN OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. By Minot J 
BavaGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house 80 fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
ibe United States an opportunity to examin, test: 
and compare my goods and prices, nes those o 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely £ Deep No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Carrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pine and Eardro Ope worth e. for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
monta, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100, for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40. for $80; do., worth $30, 
for mer do: » worth $20, for $15. You Can wear these 
goods daily for one year, lt will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible ates on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or O.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein Watch, 


sixteen Seeks ph finely adjusted to heat and cold 

atent regulator, Brequet hair-spring. beautiful 
Bouble-paneled "dial. and all modern improve. 
ments. Perfect, aud no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ouuce coin sil- 
ver Case, $23.50; five-ounce, $25; six-ounce, $27. In 
open face. bort filled gold case, $27; hunting, $33; 
do., Louis XIV., $85. In fourteen carat solid gold. 
$00 to poi Wong prepaid, and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory, 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Established 1857. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 


` | Translated from the German. Cloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 


50 ots. 
The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore i im- 
moral.— Extract. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
By B. F. UnpzRwOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Isa ateity educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 


sician. and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 


Send 10 ets. for his ~ Pri- 
vate Counselor," n book 
for young and middle aged 
inen, Suffering from. that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
ns the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
"excesses. It sets forth au 
External Application. —A 
POSITIVE CUHE. The 
book is worth mauy times 
its cost, and Should be in 
the hands of those afilict- 
ed. 


HONEST s NT MENT. 

“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable. practiti- 
oners have been frequent. 
ly assailed and exposed by 
stands foremost in his protes- 
n." — The National Vieto. 


the press. but Dr. FELLOWS 
sion, andi it is safe to trust him 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Address, 


And say where you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and a 
very successiul physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—Tne Liberal. 


Gems of Thought. 


Tur only law which can 
govern a free state, must 
be discovered; it must be 
drawn from the whole of 
sciance and art, not “ enact- 
ed;” human law can no 
more be eaaoted than can 
physical law.—Calvin Blan- 
chara. 


HuMwBorpT came to the 
conclusion that the source 
of man’s unhappiness is his 
ignorance of nature.—In- 
gersoil. 


THE reasoning by which 
persecution was justified 
was unanswerable if the as- 
sumptions of the theologi- 
ans were granted. Ifit was 
true that a heretic was the 
cause of inflicting eternal 
pain upon his neighbors as 
well as upon himeelf, the 
fact would justify any 
means necessary to prevent 
puch a result. From the 
scientific point of view, 
however, the persecution 
of heretics is moat immoral. 
—John Wilson. 

As long as a church deems 
a certain belief essential to 
salvation, just so long it 
will kill and burn if it hag 
the power.—Ingersoll, 


H3 
(ut 


HET 


cutasorry figure at best.— Voltaire. 


Hx wko most fully realized tbo doctring of eter-’ humane man . . . 


ful nci to do so. Without the devil, God would | nal punishment, would be the most unhappy or| who were external to his faith were destined to 
the most unfeeling of mankind. No possible 
prospect of individual bliss could reconcile a truly 
to tbe thought that those 


eternal fire. No truly inmane man could avoid 
wishing, that rather than this should be tha cas*, 
be and all others should sleep the sleep of anni- 
hilation.—Leoky, 

Ir the love of earth is 
notthe love of heaven, if 


those we love hero are to be 


ui 
uu 


(NO ADMITTANCE | 
TO 


ltunpeLievers. 


THE PARSON 1S , i! 
EXPLAINING " | 
TO THE l E 
BIBLE CLASS li [ 
XIX" Chap.JUDGES. 


separated from us there, 
then I want eternal sleep. — 
Ingersou. 


A NATION under a well 
= regulated government, 
mE should permit none to re- 
main uninstruoted. It is 
monarohical and arigtoorat- 
ical governments only that 
: require ignorance for their 
support.—Paine. 


LIBERTY cannot be pre- 
served without a general 
knowledge among the peo- 
ple.—Daniel Webster, 


THERE are many marvels 
—but there is no greater 
marvel than man.—Sopho- 
oles, à 


MAN alone is and shall be 
our god.— Feuerbach. 


Humanity ig the only re- 
ligion.—JIngersot. 

Oaraorry of eonsoious- 
ness must lie dormant in 
the existonce of the atoms; 
otherwise our brain. which 
is a group of atoms, cou!d 
not possess consciousness. 


By placing to Satan’s ac- 
count all the evil in the 
world, the priests exculpate 


the deity of nothing. The 
invention of the devil does 
not remedy the difficulty; 
on the contrary, it but en- 
tangles the priests more 
and more.—D'Holbach. 


—Meynert, 

THERE is in our mind 
nothing that has not been 
in our Benaea.— Molesohott, 


Taux intelligence of the 
brute shows itself in just 
the same way as that of 


man. It is impossible to 


prove the exiatence of an 


Tux devilisthe main prop 
ofthe church. God, witha 
single word, could annihi- 
late him, bat is very care- 


NONE BUT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER THERE. 


essential difference between 
instinct and reason; what- 
ever difference exists is bat 
one of degree.— Krahmer,. 


MEE" Free for Four Weeks | 
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Twentieth Century, 
: +A Weekly Magazine. + 
HUGH O. PENTECOST , Editor. T. L. M'CREADY, Associate Editor. 


Each number contains Mr. Pentecost's Lecture of the preeeding Sunday, delivered 

in Newark, Brooklyn and New York. He addresses more Freethinkers each Sunday 

` than any other speaker in this country. Many of his addresses and editorials are upon 
religious subjects, and are radically opposed to supernaturalism in every form. 


MOTTO: “HEAR THE OTHER SIDE.” 


This Magazine advocates Personal Sovereignty in place of State Sover- 
eignty, Voluntary Coóperation instead of Compulsory Coópera- 
ation, the Liberation of the human mind from Superstition, 
and the application of the principles of Ethics toward 
Social Regeneration. 

It is meant to be a broad-minded, unseCtarian meeting place for the representatives of all schools of 
Religious and Economic thought. Orthodox and Liberal Christians, Spiritualists, Hebrews, Agnostics, 
‘Liberals, Infidels, Atheists, Freethinkers and Secularists of every shade of opinion ; Protectionists, Free- 
traders, Single-taxers, Nationalists, Socialists and Anarchists, advocates of peaceful measures of social 
regeneration and revolutionists, will all be welcomed to its columns with equal cordiality, fairness and 
respect. Asan indication of the broad scope of the paper here are the names of 


SoME CONTRIBUTORS: 
HELEN H. GARDENER, author of “Men, Women and Gods.” 
EpMUND MoxTGOMERY, author of many scientific treatises in German and in English. 
T. B. WAKEMAN, Positivist and Socialist; author of “ Classification of the Sciences,” etc. 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Atheist and Materialist. 
Epwazp BELLAMY, author of “Looking Backward.” 
Rev. Jonn W. CHADWICK, author of “The Faith of Reason,” “The Bible of To-day,” etc. 
Rev. W. 8. Crowe, editor of the “Universalist Record.” 
CLINTON FuzBISH, editor of ' The Leader," (Chicago). 
BABBI G. GOTTHEIL, of the Temple Emanu El, Fifth avenue, New York City. 
LAURENCE GRONLUND, author of ''Coóperative Commonwealth." 
J. K. INGALLS, author of “Social Wealth.” 
Bev. JouN C. Kmera, Radical Unitarian. 
HARRY L. KooPMAN, Librarian University of Vermont. 
Dr. DANIEL DELEON, late Professor of International Law, Columbia College. 
DYER D. Lux, author of “Concise History of the Chicago Anarchists,” etc. 
Marre Louise, Philosophical Anarchist. 
Rev. R. HEBER NEWTON, Episcopalian; author of “ Right and Wrong Uses of the Bible.” 
Hon. FRANE T. Rem, Single-Taxer. 
Pror. Wium G. Sumner, author of “What the Social Classes Owe to Each Other,” and Professor 
of Political Economy in Yale College. 
Wm. M. SALTER, Lecturer for the Society of Ethical Culture of Chicago; author of “ Ethical Religion.” 
W. L. SHELDON, Lecturer for the Society of Ethical Culture of Philadelphia. 
BERBarus G. SHevrrou, editor of “The New York Volks Zeitung." 
GEN. M. M. TRuMBULL, author of “ Life of Thomas Jefferson.” 
Bens. R. Tucker, editor of “ Liberty," (Boston). 
Bev. J. M. Wurron, Ph. D., Congregationalist; author of a number of works. 
James H. West, author of  Uplifts of the Heart and Will,” etc., and editor of the “New Ideal,” (Boston). 
A. Van Deusen. J. W. SULLIVAN. VICTOR YARROS. 


An economic symposium by thinkers of national and international reputation, will soon begin in our 
' columns; to be followed by a symposium on the ferment in religion, by the leaders in that line of thought: 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 24 PAGES. 
SuBsORIPTIONS:— ONE Year, $2; Sıx Monrus, $1; THREE MONTES, 60 CENTS. ! 


Free for Four Weeks to the readers of "THE TRUTH SEEKER.” 


BEF No reader of the " Truth Seeker” should fail to read Helen Gardener's New 
Story, published complete in the issue of January 2. 
Ag This free trial offer will remain open during January and February. Send a postal card with 


your address to . 
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4 WARREN STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 
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ANTICHRIST. 


pROvma conclusivly that there was no Christ 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.O. Cloth, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Frico, $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
omoe, 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


HISTORY 


OF THE , 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

Revised Edition—2 volg—Price, $8, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER. M.D.. LL.D, 
Address ThE TRUTH BMEKER, 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Offce a; New York, M. Y., as Second-olass Matter. 
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dilafes and Clippings. 


Tar London authorities hav puta stop to 
the holding of lotteries for the benefit of char- 
itable institutions, which hav heretofore been 
winked at when quietly conducted. 


Ax indication of the spread of English as a 
language is given by the fact that it has just 
been chosen for use in the recording of impor- 
tant treaty engagements between Russia and 
China. 

Bisnor Hogan, and several Catholic news- 
paper organa, pronounce the population esti- 
mate of the Catholic Directory imperfect, and 
think there are 18,000,000 Catholics in the 
Union. 

Tars is what the Reporters’ Magazine (Eng- 
land) says: “ If you want to make journalism 
pay, hav nothing whatever to do with any of 
the religious papers if you can help it, as the 
majority of them pay very niggardly, whilst 
one or two are downright frauds.” 


TALMAGE, when in the East, was forced to 
giv his testimony to the devoutness of Mo- 
hammedans. He says that not one in a hun- 
dred thousand Christians would venture in 
public places to demonstrate his religious 
faith in the manners customary to the follow- 
ers of the false prophet. 


Taz Truru SEEKER of February 8th is to 
giv a symposium. It has solicited the opin- 
ions of a number of Liberals as to the positiv 
and constructiv side of Freethought. Any 
Liberal can giv an opinion. What the cause 
needs is fifty millions of dollars wisely ex- 
pended in sledgehammers to knock theology's 
head off and Jehovah’s.—Jronclad Age. 


Tue lords of the admiralty hav just officially 
reprimanded an engineer cadet, who, when 
asked, "How would you proceed to get 
steam up?" replied: ‘‘ Tighten your funnel 
stays and regulate your funnel drafts, then 
look up to our father, and say, ‘I am ready 
to go home if the boiler front comes out.’ ” 


Accorpine to the Rev. Dr. T. A. Fernley, 
of Philadelphia, there are in that city two 
hundred and eighty-three Personal Liberty 
Leagues, representing thirty-five thousand 
men, who will next autumn show their hand 
in politics and send men to Harrisburg to re- 
peal the laws protecting the American Sab- 
bath. 


Mr. BRADLAUGH is on his way home, very 
much improved in health and spirits, says the 
London Freethinker of January 19th. He 
will meet the members of the National Secu- 
lar Society at the Hall of Science, London, 
on Sunday, February 16th, and giv a full 
statement of his reasons for resigning the 
presidency. Tha, meeting will elect Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s successor. 


Torre is a very trite old saying, says the 
Concordia, Kan., Blade, which it is to be 


‘hoped will not lose its force in the pregent 


controversy between Catholics and Protest- 
ants concerning the Indian schools. It is that 
“ when thieves fall out honest men get their 
dues." It has been a ‘fat take" for those 
churches, this Indian school business; has 
furnished many an “‘ easy sit ” for lazy clergy- 
men, and who hav pocketed millions of the 
people’s money under the pretense of edu- 
cating the Indians, when the chief thing done 
was to draw the salary. A million dollars à 
rear is thus squandered. 


TrEre is an agitation in Paris in favor of 
giving to women engaged in business the 
right that men similarly engaged hav—to 
vote in the choice of judges before whom 
come for settlement matters of commercial 
litigation. Thescheme is advocated by many 
of the leading French politicians, who refuse 
to be frightened by the idea that this will be 
only an entering wedge for universal female 
suffrage. 


I oxo said to a zealous Christian—natu- 
rally a good, kind-hearted woman, an Equal 
Suffragist and advocate of Sunday laws— 
writes Lillie D. White in Fair Play: ** The 
trend of this religious sentiment supported 
by legal enactmentsis toward enforcing attend- 
snce at church; would you favor such & 
law?” ' Why, yes," she said, ‘until they 
would attend willingly.” Really, the cold 
chills ran down my back, and visions of racks, 
thumbscrews, and hot pincers floated before 
me. 


Ara recent meeting of the Photographic 
Society of Geneva, Switzerland, Professor H. 
Fol presented à paper on resemblances in 
married couples. According to the British 
Journal of Photography, he stated that, out 
of seventy-eight young couples photographed 
for the purpose of his investigations, he found 
that in twenty-four cases the resemblance in 
the personal appearance of the husband and 
wife was greater than that of brother and 
sister, in thirty cases it was equally great, 
and in only twenty-four was there a total 
absence of resemblance. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Roach, editor of the Wind- 
sor Weekly Waterspout, went fishing a few 


Sundays ago and broke his leg. The Rev. 
Mr. Dace heard of the accident and in his 
Sunday evening sermon said: ‘‘Here we hav 
a striking example of the retribution following 
the violation of the Sabbath. If Mr. Roach 
had been at church he would not hav broken 
his leg.” The following Sunday, as the Rev. 
Mr. Dace was ascending the steps of the pul- 
pit, he trod on a piece of orange peel dropped 
by a child of the Sunday-school, slipped, fell, 
and broke his leg. The next issue of the 
Waterspout contained the following: ‘‘ Here 
we hav a striking instance of the retribution 
‘that waits on self-appointed censorship. If 
the Rev. Mr. Dace had been fishing he would 
not hav broken his leg." 


Tur Pearl of Days laments: ‘‘ Hoboken is 
keeping up its old reputation for Sabbath 
desecration. Fifty or sixty years ago it was 
impossible to hold a Sunday evening service 
in the old school-house (for there was no 
church there then) until the last day boat had 
left the ferry for New York. The Elysian 
Field attracted crowds from this city, who 
tí neither feared God nor regarded man." 
Ball-playing, quoit-pitching, and other noisy 
games were practiced under the windows of 
the little place of worship, and there was no 
law and no one to prevent the annoyances. 
Now Sunday theatricals are not only per- 
mitted, but as the Argus of January ih 
says: “ The police never lift a hand to cry a 
halt. Notthey. Theonly movement notice- 
able on their part is 8 lowering and raising 
of the upper left eyelid. More than this, the 
law seems even to be assaulted by its very 
servants, for a policeman is on duty at 
Jacobe’s theater, Sunday, at both perforia- 
ances, to preserve order.” 
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A Sumnpasimn. 


DESTRUCTIVE, CONSTRUCTIVE, OR BOTH! 


Is Freethought a System of Negation Solely, or a 


Constructive Philosophy ample in itself to 
replaee Religion ? 
R. G INGERSOLL. R B. WESTBROOK. 
R. O. Apams. E. B. Foots, JR. 
Sarani (W.Stewart Ross). L. K. WASHBURN. 
H. O. Pentecost. Gzones E. MACDONALD. 
Susan H. Wrson. E. O. WALKER. 


[The views of other noted writers wil be given in two 
fouowing issues. ] i 


Ts there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Free- 


thought? 

If not, ths reason why? 

If there be, in what, in your opinion, does tt consist, and in 
what should it consist ? 


Coronet Ropert G. INGERSOLL: 

* Ig there an affirmative, positive, constructive side 
to Freethought ?” 

The object of the Freethinker is to ascertain the 
truth—the conditions of well-being—to the end that 
this life will be made of velue. This is the affirmative, 
positive, and constructive side. 

Without liberty there is no such thing as real hap- 
piness. There may be the contentment of the slave 
—of one who is glad that he has passed the day 
without a beating—one who is happy because he has 
had enough to eat—but the highest possible idea of 
happiness exists only with freedom. 

All religious systems enslave the mind. Certain 
things are demanded—seitain things must be be 
lieved—sertain things must be done—and the man 
who becomes the subject or servant of this supersti- 
tion must give up all idea of individuality or hope of 
intellectual growth and progress. 

The religionist informs ua that there is somewhere 
in the uaiverse an orthodox God, who is endeavoring 


to govern the world, and who for this purpose resorts ` 


to famine and flocd, to earthquake and pestilence— 
and who, as & last resort, gets up 8 revival of relig- 
ion. That is called “affirmative and positive.” 

The man of sense knows that no such God exists, 
and thereupon he affirms that the orthodox doctrine 
- ig infinitely absurd. This is called a “negation.” But 
to my mind it is an sffirmation, and is a part of the 
positive side of Freethought. 

A man who compals this deity to abdicate- his 
throne renders a vast and splendid service to the 
human race. 

As long as men believe in tyranny in heaven they 
will practice tyranny on earth. Most people are 
exceedingly imitative, and nothing is so gratifying to 
the average orthodox man as to be like his God. 

These same Christians tell us that nearly everybody 
is to be punished forever, while a few fortunate Chris- 
tians who were elected and selected billions of ages 
before the world was created, are to be happy. 
This they call “the tidings of great joy.” The 
Freethinker denounces this doctrine as infamous 
beyond the power of words to express. He says, 
and says clearly, that a God who would create a 
human being knowing that that being was to be eter- 
nally miserable, must of necessity be an infinite fiend. 

The. free man, into whose brain the serpent of 
superstition has not crept, knows that the dogma of 
eternal pain is an infinite falsehood. He also knows 
—if the dogma be true—that every decent human 
being should hate, with every drop of his blood, the 
creator of the universe. He also knows—if he 
knows anything—that no decent human being could 
be happy in heaven with a majority of the human 
race in hell. He knows that a mother could not 
enjoy the society of Christ with her children in per- 
dition; and if she could, he knows that such a 
mother is simply a wild beast. The free man knows 
that the angelic hosts, under such circumstances, 
could not enjoy themselves unless they had the hearts 
of bos constrictors. 

It will thus be seen that there is an affirmative, a 
positive, a constructive side to Freethought. What is 
the positive side? 

First. A denial of all orthodox falsehoods—an 
exposure of all superstitions. This is simply clear- 
ing the ground, to the end that seeds of value may 
be planted. It is necessary, first, to fell the trees, to 
destroy the poisonous vines, to drive out the wild 
beasts. Then comes another phase—another kind 
of work. The Freethinker knows that the universe 
is natural—that there is no room, even in infinite 
space, for the miraculous, for the impossible. The 
Freethinker knows, or feels that he knows, that 
there is no sovereign of the universe who, like some 
petty king or tyrant, delights in showing his author- 
ity. He feels that all in the universe are conditioned 
beings, and that only those are happy who Jive in 
accordance with the conditions of happiness, and 
that this fact or truth or philosophy embraces all 
men and all Gods—if there be Gods. 

The positive side is this: That every good action 
has good consequences—that it bears good fruit for- 


this is superstition pure and simple. He knows also 
that these people—from pope to priest, from bishop 
to parson, do not the slightest good in this world— 
that they live upon the labor of others—that they | - 


earn nothing themselves—that they contribute noth- 
ing toward the happiness, or the well-being, or the 
wealth, of mankind. He knows that they trade and 
traffic in ignorance and fear, that they make merchan- 
dise of hope and grief—and he also knows that in 
every religion the priest insists on five things; First: 
There is a God; Second: He has made known his 
will; Third: He has selectéd’ me to explain this 
message; Fourth: We will now take up a collection, 
and Fifth: Those who fail to subscribe will certainly 
be.damned. 

The positive side of Freethought is to find out the 
truth—the facts of nature—to the end that we may 
take advantage of those truths, of those facte—for 
the purpose of feeding and clothing and educating 
mankind. 

In the firat place, we wish to find that which will 
lengthen human life—that which will prevent or kill 
disease—that which will do ‘away with pain—that 
which will preserve or give us health. 

We also want to go in partnership with these 
forces of nature, to the 6nd that we may be well fed 
and clothed—that we may bave good houses that pro- 
tect us from heat and cold. And beyond this— 
beyond these simple necessitier—ihere are still wants 
and aspirations, and free thought will give us the 
highest possible in art—the most wonderful and 
thrilling in music—the greatest paintings, the most 
marvelous sculpture—in other words, free thought 
will develop the brain to its utmost capacity. Free 
thought is the mother of art and science, of morality 


and happiness. 


It is charged by the worshipers of the Jewish myth, 
that we destroy, that we do not build. 

What have we destroyed? We have destroyed the 
idea that a monster created and governs this world 
—the declaration that a God of infinite mercy and 
compassion upheld slavery and polygamy and com- 
manded the destruction of men, women, and babes. 
We have destroyed the iden that this monster created 
a few of his children for eternal joy, and the vast 
mejority for everlasting pain. We have destroyed 
the infinite absurdity that salvation depends upon 
belief, that. investigation is dangerous, and that the 
torch of reason lights only the way to hell. Wehave 
taken a grinning devil from every grave, and the 
curse from death—and in the place of these dogmas, 
of these infamies, we have put that which is natural 
and that which commends itself to the heart and 
brain. DA: 

Instead of loving God, we love each other. In- 
stead of the religion of the sky—the religion of this 
world—the religion of the family—the love of hus- 
band for wife, of wife for husband— ihe love of all 
for children. So that now the real religion is: Let 
us live for each other; let us live for this world; witb- 
out regard for the past and without fear for the 
future. Let us use our faculties and our powers for 
the benefit of ourselves snd othere—knowing that if 
there be another world, the same philosophy that 
gives us joy here will make us happy there. 

Nothing can be more absurd than the idéa that we 
can do something to please or displease an infinite 
being. If our thoughts and actions can lessen or 
increase the happiness óf God, then to that extent 
God is the slave and victim of man. 

The energies of the world have been wasted in the 
service of a phantom—millions of priests have lived 
on the industry of others and no effort has been 
pres to prevent the intellectual freedom of man- 

ind. 

We know if we know anything that supernatural 
religion has no foundation except falsehood and mis- 
take. To expore these falsehoode—*o correct these 
mistaker—'o build the fabric of civilization on the 
foundation of demonstrated truth—is the task of the 
Freethinker. To destroy guideboards that point in 


the wrong direction—to correct charts that lure to. 


reef and wreck—to drive the fiend of fear from the 
mind—to protect the cradle from the serpent of su- 
perstition and dispel the darkness of ignorance with 
the sun of sciencc—is the task of the Freethinker. 

To ascertain the limitations of the mind, the con- 
ditions of happiness—to.do away with poverty and 
crime—with cathedrals and prisonse—with popes and 
pauperr—with kings and slaves—with the selfishr eas 
of the fortunate few and the sufferings of the many 
—is the task of the Freethinker. 

What constructive work has been done by. the 
church? Christianity gave us a flat world a few 


“in a certain sense is alive.” 


1 illustrate. 


‘real. 


thousand years old—s heaven above it where Jehovah 
dwells and & hell below it where most people will 


ig|' dwell: Christianity took the ground that à certain 
t | belief was necessary to salvation and: that this: belief 
| wag far better and of more importünge than the prac- 


tica of all the virtues. It became the enemy of in- 


| vestigation—the bitter and relentlers foe cf reason 


ard the liberty cf thought. It committed every 
crime'snd practiced every cruelty in the propagation 
of its creed. It drew the sword sgainat the freedom 
of the world. It established schoo!s and universities 
for the preservation of ignorance. It claimed to have 
within its keeping the source and standard of all 
truth. If the church had succeeded the sciences 
could not have existed. 
Free thought has given us all that we haveof value. 
It has been the great constructive force. It is the 
only discoverer, and every science is its child. 

R. Q. INGERSOLL. 


Tur PRESIDENT OF THE ÅMERICAN SxcuLaR UNION: 
Not this or that, but this and that. 

Yes, of course there is an sffirmative side to Free- ` 
thought, else it would not be worthy of an existence. 
Direct denial is ia fact a form of affirmation. If we 
deny the supernatural we affirm the natural, but if 
we affirm the material we do not necessarily deny 
the spiritual, as spirit may exist within matter, may 
be a property of matter, may exist in matter so ethe- 
real as not to be perceptible to the ordinary senses, 
cr subject to the laws of matter in its grosser forms, 
or for aught we know may exist independent of mat- 
ier. Indeed, this wss in part the doctrine of Bruno, 
who said, “ A spirit exists in all things, and no body 
is so small but it contains a part of the divine sub- 
stance within itself, by which it is animated ;” and 
Haeckel has expressed the opinion that “all matter 
I em in favor of sn ag- 
gressive policy. We should not cease to vigorously 
deny certain false allegations of modern theologians, 
but we should be ready with our reasons for denying 
them. We should assert a positive system of maral- 
ity, with the reasons for it. For everything that we 
tear down, we should furnish some substitute. But 
the work of construction must necessarily be pre- 
ceded by the work of destruction. I believe in “ de- 
structive criticism” for this very reason. Let me 
{i I flatly deny the story in Genesis of the 
fal of man. But I donot merely deny. I show 
that this story came down in certain books of com- 
paratively modern date, and that it was current among 
many oriental nations long before Genesis was writ- 
ten, and that the cuneiform tablets of Assyria prove 
that it was well known to that people two thousand 
years before the time that Moses is said to have lived. 
It also appears that it was regarded as a fable among 
them, and not as the history of areal transaction. 
The Jews were captive in Babylon and learned the 
story of Eden there, and then claimed that they long 
ago received it as a special revelation! But.as the 
other writings of the Old Testament do not cotifain 
any reference to Adam and the fall, it is certain from 
this and other circumstances that it was not known 
to them previous to the captivity. Now the entire 
“redemptive scheme” of modern theology is founded 
upon the fall, and as that is a myth all that depends 
upon it must be mythical. So with regard to the 
origin of man. We not only deny that in the morn- 
ing of a certain day there was no man, and that in 
the afternoon he stood up in the majesty of his man- 
hood, full grown and bearded; but we sfirm and 
show how he was created by successive evolutions, 
from the lower forms, which took millions of years, 
and that his present imperfections show but partial 
developments, which are to be overcome in the nat- 
ural course of events. 

It is easy to build up a system of Ethics, founded 
upon science and reason, which cannot fail to com- 
mand the attention of the thoughtful. We ought to 
do it. There is undoubtedly a positive and con-. 
structive side to Freethought. We take things as 
they are known to exist, and we construct a theory 
of the universe. The first principle is, that all 
things are governed by law ; which is universal, and 
uniform. To be in harmony with the laws of the 
universe is men's chief good. This is what may be 
called Natural Religion. Let not the Freethinking 
reader be startled at this word “religion.” I know 
that it has been perverted to such vile uses that one 
almost detests it. But nevertheless it is something 
Even Professor Tyndall says: “ The facts of 
religious feeling are to me as certain as the facts of 
physics.” “The world wil have religion of some 
kind." “You who have escaped from these religiors 
into the high and dry light of intellect may deride 
them, but in doing so you deride accidents of form 
merely, and fail to touch the immovable basis of the 
religious sentiment in the nature of man. To yield 
this sentiment reasonable satisfaction is the problem 
of problems at this hour.” Renan, also, writes thus : 
“All the symbols which serve to pive shape to the 
religicus seriiment are imperfect, and their fate is, 
to. be one after another rejected. But nothing is 
more remote from the truth than the dream of thore 
who seek to imagine a perfected humanity without re- 
ligion.” “Devotion is as natural as egoism toa true- 


THE TEUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 8, 1890 


83 


NRL —ÀÁ— M— —————JPÉÓ—M———————————— À ÜBEN É 


born man. The organ zation cf devotion is religion. 
Let no one hope, therefore, to dispen:e with religion 
or religious associations. Each progression of mod- 
ern society will render this want more imperious.” 
The common acceptation of the word religion is 
bondage—''to bind back" It was not thus under- 
stood until Lactantius so used it in the fourth cent- 
ury—for a theological reason. Cicero did not so use 
it four hundred years before, and he may be sup- 
posed to have been master of his own vernacular. 
He used it in the sense of seruple—a natural obli- 
gation wholly irrespective of the gods. It is the 
great fact of duty, of oughiness. It consists in an 
earnest endeavor to realiza ideal excellence and to 
transform it into character. Against every vice 
there is a reason and in favor of every virtue there 
are many reasons. These have no regard for any su- 
pernatural person. Right is right, and wrong is 
wrong-—always, everywhere, and forever! To seek 
one and reject the other is Natural Religion. This 
Freethinkers ought, in every possible way, to teach 
and practice. Yes, practice. This is the most po. 
tent argument. Wherever it is possible, meetings 
should be held for the purpose. Music should be 
invoked. The ''Oosmian Hymn Book,” or something 
like it, should be used. It is to be hoped that the 
Manual for which the American Secuiar Union has 
offered the $1 000 prize, will prove eminently helpful 
in this regard. We need ié in our families. What 
are Freethinkers doing to instruct the children of 
the land—their own children? We have a system of 
morality, and should actively teach it, from the roa- 
trum, and through the press. Would it not be wise 
for us to orgauize, and adopt something like the 
plans of the Ethical Culturists, with improvements? 
Let us have Sunday-schools for the proper instruc 
tion of both children and adults. Oan we do better 
than accept what has come to be known as the 
Golden Rule? It is preéminently natural, and does 
not claim to be “revelation,” having been uttered in 
various forms quite as explicit and beautiful as in 
the so-called Sermon on the Mount, by divers per- 
song seven centuries before. We have no time to dis- 
pute about the question of a personal God or a fut- 
ure state. The world is given to * Bibleolatry." Let 
us show that we need no Bible—or rather, that we 
need them all just as we need the science of geol- 
ogy, to show how things have been developed, how 
. things have grown out of one another and been modi- 
fied by circumstances. Lat us break every image, 
and do all the good we can, to all the persons we 
can, and as long as we can! Let us adopt as our 
motto, *In things proved, Unity; in whatsoever 
can be doubted, Free Diversity; in things not 
trenching upon others’ rights, Liberty ; iu all things, 
Charity.” R. B. WESTBROOK. 


Tre PnursrpENT oF tHe Canapian Srouran Union: 

To the question, “Is there an affirmative, positive, 
constructive side to Freethought?” I answer, There 
is no other side. The whole essence of Freethought 
is the expression of the assured, absolute, productive 
principle of mental liberty; the principle which has 
been the cause of all the past progress of human 
society and is the only means of its future advance- 
ment. Every step in the onward march of humanity 
has been owing to the excursion of the mind of man 
beyond the sphere of “revealed” or authoritative 
statement. It is bscause someone has thought in 
contrariety to received opinions or in advance of 
accepted knowledge that improvement has taken 
place. The destruction that attends the Freethought 
avowal is simply an incident in its constructive work. 
No man is accused as a destroyer because he is 
demolishing old buildings, preparatory to using the 
site for improved structures or more useful purposes. 
Nor is the policy a destructive one which is leveling 
the medieval hovels of superstition in order to 
erect the palace of Reason. 

When a railway is being built, no one brings the 
charge of desiructiveness against the contractor, who 
tunnels the mountains and levels the hills; unless 
this railing accusation is brought by the woodchucks 
whose holes are annihilated. No friend of progress 
can denounce the Freethought cause for its removal 
of obstacles to the advance of mental freedom; it 
will be only those whos» vested interests or private 
tastes are interfered with who will raise the cry of 
reproach, or else those who consider that the wood- 
chuck holes of ignorance are better for mankind than 
the pathway of science. 

The only principle of construction successfully 
practiced by mankind in modern times is the Free- 
thought idea of naturalism. We read that formerly, 
divine revelations told men: how to make tabernacles, 
arks, temples, priests' clothes, and other things not 
strictly essential to human welfare; and when over- 
powering forces besieged cities they were dispersed 
by angels or other supernatural visitations. But in 
latter days none of these things happen. It is those 
who study and labor for the discovery and applica- 
tion of natural forces who gain achievements. There à 
is no well-au‘henticated statement of any result from | When a mind has shaken itself free of the shackles 
dependence on a guidance superior to man's knowl- | of superstition and come out into the “open ” of 
edge. Freethought, the dominant thought is apt to be the 

The persons engaged in destruction are the kings, ! importance (and some will feel the duty) of freeing 


who control armies for conquest abroad and toen- 
force submission at home to the powers that be; the 
priests, who control the minds of the people and 
induce them to live for God and heaven instead of for 
man and earth. All who are successfully engaged in 
corsiruction are practicing the Freethought princi- 
ples—liberty of free inquiry and reliance upon 
natural causes. This is the mission of Freethought, 
to teach men these constructive methods. As an 
organization it need not enter upon the application 
of its teachings any further than is necessary for 
their illustration. To the individuals who have 
secured the tools may be left the undertakings that 
will benefit society. The province of the organization 
is to see that all men have the right tools and to 
induce them to discard the implements of prayer and 
praise and replace them with the instruments of 
learning and labor. The man who sees another 
trying to saw wood with a hammer, and persuades 
him to lay aside his hammer and use a saw, although 
he has destroyed belief in the hammer, is aiding 
construction. Soa Freethinker who induces a man 
io cease dependence upon God's help and use his 
own right arm and his knowledge of natural forces 
is in every sense a constructionist. The cry of 
destructiveness is raised by those who, having no 
resource in argument, find abuse to be their only 
weapon. This preaching of the natural principles 
of the construction of human society is the graudest 
work that can be engaged in. It would bea great 
mistake if Freethought societies turned their atten- 
tion to founding schools and colleges and charitable 
igptitutions, save here and there, as a type of what is 
needed. The want of these things is generally felt 
and they are sure to be supplied. What is most 
desirable is to inspire men with the enthusiasm for 
humanity and teach them the methods of conferring 
benefits. To do this involves the destruction of “the 
works of the devil,” among which Christian supersti- 
tion holds high rank, but the aim of the destroyer is 
affirmative, positive, and constructive. He always puts 
something better in the place of what he pulls down. 
Reason and common sense are always substituted 
for belief in miracles. 


A great revival is called for in this positive work— 
the destruction of Christianity and construction of 
Rationalism. Why will not men consecrate them- 
selves as preachers of mental freedom? Why will 
not men of means contribute to the spread of rational 
literature? Where is there a more constructive work 
than that of the * Literature Fund” of Taz TRUTH 
Srrxer, which sends pamphlets to all the legislators 
of a new state? Let Secular Unions do all they can 
to secure reforms, but let Freethought continue its 
holy mission of proclaiming the principles upon 
which all human reforms must proceed. This is the 
most important work of all. Every Freethinker 
should see that his town has an organized center for 
speaking their ideas and circulating their literature ; 
and every man of wealth, who has been emancipated 
from superstition, should feel that his first duty is to 
free the mind of his fellow-men from the blighting 
curse of supernatural belief. A rich Freethinker 
who was appealed to for funds for the propagandist 
work of a society, declined, saying: “I doubt if any 
good is done in that way. The men engaged in this 
work are seldom calculated to gain new adherents. 
They are generally too vituperative. And the same 
may be said of their newspapers, which are never, I 
imagine, self-supporting. The growth of liberal 
views in religious matters is a steady, silent one— 
not much affected by argument and only retarded by 
abuse.” No wonder that papers languish and good 
men cannot be supported in the lecture field when 
such indifference exists among those who possess the 
means to flood the country with light. . 

To sum up and condense my answer, I would say: 
Freethought in its essence is the affirmation that the 
world is controled by natural laws and that man’s 
welfare depends upon the knowledge of these laws, 
which is only to be gained by the inquiry that pro- 
ceeds from mental liberty. The duty of Freethinkers 


destroy the dogmas of theology and supernatural 
religion, But the object is not destruction; it is the 
uplifting of humanity, which is only possible by the 
removal of the superstitions that oppress it and by 
giving it the principle and power of self-help. To 
this positive, constructive work reason calls every 
Liberal. Roszar C. Apams. 
Montreal. 


An Amertoan SxcuLAR Union DIRECTOR'S OPINIONS: 


In answer to the first question, “ Zs there an affirm- 
ative, positive, constructive side of Freethought?” one 
can only say Yes, for to say No, is to ignore the large 
amount of Freethought literature that is devoted to 
this side of it; but had the first question been, “Is 
there necessarily a constructive side of Freethought ?” 
there would have been more cance for difference of 
opinion, and more Occasion to say something in reply 
to the second question, “If not, the reason why?" 


is to proclaim these truths, which of necessity must. 


all other minds, as fast as possible, from the binding 
limitations of the supernatural creeds ; but here it is 
possible for the Freethinker to take the stand that 
this is enough, that when the weeds are pulled out 
the crop of truth will have full opportunity to grow 
and produce its best results, and that there is no 
necessity of building up a religion, philosophy, or 
system of morality, since these are bound to grow, . 
develop, or evolute into the best forms when all hin- 
drances to the free operation of the human mind 
shall have been removed. This may be regarded as a 
legitimate idea and consistent position for an earnest 
Freethinker, and there is plenty for him to do pre- 
paring the way for Freethought by clearing away 
ihe tangled underbrush of superstition and felling 
the darkening forests of supernaturalism which are 
so industriously fostered by the prevailing creeds, 
sects, churches of to-day; but there are others 
among Freethinkers with minds of a positive and 
constructive order, and they are not content with 
pioneer clearing work—they are impatient to erect 
new structures for the abode of man in the spaces 
already cleared. Some build fantastic air castles, 
some sketch plans for things “as they should be,” 
some lay the foundation for things that are likely to be. 
In reply to the last question my idea is that prac- 
tical constructive Freethought work to-day is that 
which looks toward bettering the state of mankind 
on earth, in worldly ways, with reference to this life 
only, and which is based upon what science has . 
already revealed of man’s place in nature. For in- 
stance, having outgrown the superstition that dis- 
eases are inflicted upon men by a capricious or angry 
God, and learning instead that they are largely the 
result of personal vices and avoidable causes, we are 
ready to begin the construction of a positive science 
of. “ preventive medicine.” Learning that vicarious 
atonement is an impossibility, physically at any rate, 
and observing that it is a scientific verity that the 
sins of the fathers are visited upon the children, we 
can begin to study how to improve the heritage of 
the coming generatione—how to begin to remodel 
mankind, constructively and radically, by the science 
of homo-culture. Recognizing that our only certain 
hope of immortality is in the perpetuation of our- 
selves in the bast products of our thought and best 
seed of our bodies, the generation of children of 
mind and of body that shall be “fit to survive,” 
we have the greatest incentive to acquire and apply all 
available science to the construction and reconstruc- 
tion of body, mind, character, soul—all the mortal 
and immortal principles that may rightfully apper- 
tain to perfect humanity. E. B. Foor, Jz. 


Tux Eprron or ran Lonnon * AcxosTI0 JOURNAL :” 

Freethought undoubtedly has an Affirmative, Posi- 
tive, or Constructive side. Strictly speaking, this is 
the only side it has. Destruction and Negation do 
not constitute a side to Freethought, they simply 
represent a phase of its operation while i& energizes 
toward positive expression. There is so much bond- 
thought, so much gwasi-thinking in carefully pre- 
scribed limits, s0 much mental subserviency to con- 
ventionalism, sacerdotalism, and dogma that, acci- 
dentally, Freethought has to plunge into the task of 
Negation and Destruction, and the impugning of old 
fables preparatory to the formulating of new facts. 
To such an extent is this the case that, to the super- 
ficial observer, the aggressive and vandalistic aspect 
of Freethought is the only aspect. One unacquainted 
with the nature of military operations on observing 
an army day after day toiling through a dense forest, 
here felling trees, there blasting rocks, might imagine 
that the felling of trees and the blasting of rocks, 
simple destruction, was the mission of the campaign. 
But the trees are felled and the rocks are blasted 
only because they lie on the line of march and in the 
path to an ulterior purpose. The forest pierced, the 
river is reached and construction commences—pon- 
toon bridges are erected, savages inimical to civiliza- 
tion are Overcome, and the region Opened up as an 
arena for the triumph of commerce, peace, art, and 
literature. So it is with Freethought. Its ultimate 
mission is not the destruction of priestly imposture ; 
it is the construction of popular enlightenment. 
But, before the enlightenment can be effected the 
priesteraft must be destroyed—the trees of dogma 
must be felled, the rocks of superstition shattered. 
The state of mind must be induced which alone can 
make Freethought possible. An atmosphere must 
be created in which science and philosophy can 
breathe before a spirit can be inspired which will 
make the mental serf dare to be free and acquire the 
faculty by which evidence is weighed and opinion 
arrived at. Dagon must be broken before any other 
god is placed on his throne. Cringing eredulity 
must be trampled to death before the canons of crit- 
icism can be established. Faith with all its inter- 
ested myrmidons must be relegated to their legiti- 
mate sphere before Reason with her devotess can 
make effective appeal to the conscience of mankind. 
Some of the most closely cherished prejudices of the 
race require to be ruptured before you can persuade 
men to give up their fetters of spiritual bondage to 
be beaten into the keen swords that take possession 
of the realm of mental liberty. In this the domain 
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of bond-thought, Freethought has to root up the 
weeds before if can plant the roses. The upas of 
superstition has to be torn up by the roots before 
the tree of knowledge can flourish where it grew. 
But the ultimate aim of the Freethinker is to plant 
the tree of knowledge, not to tear up the upas. It 
is because the Freethinker’s earnest purpose is Con- 
struction that his first duty is Destruction. 
SALADIN. 


Tse EDITOR OF THE “ INVESTIGATOR:” 

There is, in my opinion, a constructive side io 
Freethought. It consists in its intelligence. Free- 
thought is an intellectual movement. Its object is 
to find the truth and to state the truth. It neces- 
sarily antagonizes what is false and erroneous. 
Freethought is a moral movement also. All true 
morelity rests upon a right understanding of human 
nature, and of man’s relation to his fellow-man. So 
far as facts are constructive, so far as knowledge and 
truth are constructive—Freethought has a construct- 
ive side. 

I do not deny, however, that much of the work of 
Liberalism is destructive. It stands opposed to 
Christianity as a religious system and as an organ- 
ized church. 

The Freethought movement, in its antagonism to 
the religion of the day, resembles the Antislavery 
movement in its opposition to chattel slavery. It 
fights the wrong ; it denounces the evil; it seeks to 
destroy the false, but it lifts no hand against what is 
right, what is good, whatistrue. Theology is slavery 
of the mind. Liberals are working to emaucipste 
man from theological bondage. Before this emanci- 
pation can be secured all religious systems must be 
overthrown. I believe that our most important work 
is done when we free man. He must then do some- 
thing. Out of liberty, out of knowledge, come the 
true opportunities of life. A free man is a better 
man than a slave; an educated man isa better man 
than an ignoramus. In giving freedom to the mind 
—the freedom that comes from enlightenment, from 
a knowledge of facts—we increase the intellectual 
and moral power of man. 

Liberalism in its affirmation of human rights 
implies also human duties. All morality depends 
upon a proper respect of one’s self and of others. 

Freethought has no mission beyond the earth. It 
stands for all that is good here; it champions the 
home, it defends the fireside, it protects the weak. 
Thought and labor that aim to make man better, 
wiser, and truer are affirmative, positive, and construct- 
ive. L. K. Waszzurn. 


. 
Tur EDITOR or THE ‘TWENTIETH CENTURY :” 


There is certainly a constructive work for Liberal- 
ism to do, but it can only be accomplished by the 
adoption of new ideas of morality. Christian moral- 
ity and Liberal morality are essentially different. 
Liberalism does not suppose the existence of a God 
who has personal relations to men. Hence it is 
absurd for them to think of conscience as the “ voice 
of God.” Liberalism does not suppose the super- 
natural origin of man. Hence we cannot reasonably 
say that conscience is innate. We must take the 
position that we learn right and wrong just as we 
learn all other things that we know—by observation 
and experience. 

Liberalism cannot say that there is an abstract 
rule of right and wrong imposed upon us from 
beyond the range of human experience and to which 
human conduct must conform. We must come to 
the conclusion that whatever promotes the happiness 
of the individual in association with other individuals 
is right and whatever destroys that happiness is 
wrong. By happiness I mean, of course, that course 
of conduct or that form of enjoyment that leaves no 
regret. As our idea of happiness more and more 
approaches what we mean by welfare our standard of 
right and wrong will grow clearer and higher. 

For a man living alone there can be no right or 
wrong. And as two or more men live together longer 
and longer they will discover how to avoid rubbivg 
up against each other disagreeably or injuriously. 
And right will consist in not doing injuries of any 
kind one to another, and wrong will consist in doing 
injuries one to another. 

The simple rule of right and wrong that I have 
stated, and that is now so well understood by Liber- 
als, is the basis of an exceedingly better system of 
morals than Christianity has given the world. Chris- 
tianity declares that right is what is according to the 
will of God, and the theologians proceed to say what 
the will of God is, and it sometimes turns ovt to be 
something quite fiendish. But under the Liberal 
rule of right and wrong no personal injury of any 
kind could be done to anyone under the pretext 
that it is right. 

When a Liberal wishes to know what is right he 
has but to sit down with himself and decide what 
course will yield the most permanent self-satisfaction ; 
- what course he will look back over with the most 
pleasure to himself. If he can discover that he 
knows what he should do. 

The moral motive power of Liberalism is to please 


and respect one’s self. A low and coarse nature will 
doubtless go very wrong under such a motive power, 
but such a nature goes wrong under any system of 
morals. But there will always be many persons 
who, in seeking to do that which contributes to their 
highest happiness, will show to others what is the 
besuty of cleanness, gentleness, and consideration 
for others, for we can only be perfectly happy when 
everybody else is. Hven O. Pentecost. 


Tur Eprron or “ Freersoucsr:” 

There are a number of objections which have been 
urged against Freethought so persistently that even 
Freethinkers are at last beginning to inquire whether, 
after all, they may not be valid and worthy of serious 
consideration. I suppose that every Freethinker has 


been assured by some Christian acquaintance: “If I, 


believed as you do I would commit murder, arson, 
and theft—since there is no future punishment.” 
Every Materialist is familiar with that other-world 
clincher: “ If I believed that death ends all, I should 
commit suicide at once.” We know, of course, that 
persons who reject the theory of future punishments 
commit fewer crimes than those who accept it, and 
we know also that the believers in a future life cling 
as tenaciously to this as though it were the conven- 
tional straw at which drowning men are said to catch. 
These objections, therefore, really amount to no 
more than the agitation of the sir necessary to their 
utterance ; and of the same value I regard the other 
objection that “Freethought is a mere negation.” 
It is one of the trinity of theological chestnuts. 

A fow years ago, in 1885, I belicve, I prepared an 
article on “ The Affirmations of Liberalism,” which 
was published as an editorial in Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 
and afterward used as part of a campaign document 
by the secretary of the National Liberal League. In 
that article it was set forth that: 

Liberalism sfürms the supremacy of the human 
reason. 

It affirms the right of free thinking. 

It affirms that the universe is governed by immu- 
table natural law. 

It affirms that our duty is to ourselves and other 
human beings. 

It affirms evolution as a fundamental truth. 

It affirms that the good in human nature overbal- 
ances the evil, and that the natural tendency of hu- 
manity is toward mental and moral improvement. 


It affirms the equality of all citizens before the law, | p 


regardless of religious belief or unbelief. 

It affirms the supreme importance of scientific 
knowledge as contrasted with blind faith and super- 
stitious guesswork. 

Liberalism affirms the superiority of intellectual 
conquest over brute force; that is, it prefers the 


Liberal Club to the policeman’s club as a method of. 


producing conviction. 

It affirms that, for present purposes, a world in 
the hand is worth two in the skies. 

In a word, Liberalism affirms every demonstrated 
truth. 

I would therefore maintain that there is “an 
Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Free- 
thought,” which consists and should consist in the fore- 
going affirmations, and others that may be regarded as 
consequent. Every fact furnishes a plank in its plat- 
form of principles. The negations of Liberalism are 
merely local and incidental, and are due to the fact that 
the Christian world has set up a body of doctrine which 
it is palming off upon the credulous as truth, and 
endeavoring to enforce upon the intelligent as divine 
law. 

As a physician is destructive as touching the disease 
and constructive as touching the patient, so Liberal- 
ism is negative in its attitude toward the useless, and 
affirmative toward that which is worthy of preserva- 
tion. Gro. E. Macponarp. 


Tar Eprror or “Tae Trota Seexer’s” CHILDREN'S 
Corner : 


Is there an affirmative, positive, constructive side 
to Freethought ? 

In my opinion there is such a side. The very fact 
that it is desirable to destroy present systems would 
indicate that there is a better one yet to come. That 
there are minds filled with loathing and disgust at 
the contemplation of some established rules, customs, 
faiths, is proof that a superior ideal exists in the 
realm of thought and wisdom, which can and ought 
to be made real. So surely as calm follows storm ; 
sunshine, showers; dawn the night, so shall there 
appear in the future a brighter side to the dull cloud 
that has shadowed the horizon of man so long. It is 
the very kernel hidden in the desire that leads men 
to break down and destroy existing systems. It is 
the materialization of the innate longing in the hearts 
of humanitarians, the longing for something better 
than has been known, that goes forth to shatter the 
old fabries, already rotten with age and many cumber- 
some weights. 

We remove a tattered garment to array ourselves 
in better robes. We put aside the old and substitute 
the new. We leave the dilapidated house for a better 
and more comfortable one. Old conditions fade and 
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scatter, to be immediately replaced by new and more 
substantial ones. 

What is being destroyed? Nothing but error, 
prejudice, falsehood, dissimulation, dishonesty, fraud, 
stupidity—in a word, ignorance, that, and nothing 
more. That which cannot be proved, which has no 
foundation in fact, that which binds and enslaves, 
that which prevents men and women from the exer- 
cise of reason and judgment, ought to go, will go. 
No power can hold or keep it from its just doom. 
That which delegates to another the power of think- 
ing for one, or a number of intelligent beings, has no 
place, should have none, in a world of thought and 
mental freedom. 

Every person must do his own thinking, must 
think freely, truly, energetically, if he would be 
saved. 

Saved from what? 

From ignorance, from the blunders that arise from 
lack of knowledge, from the lack of power to apply 
knowledge. 

Hence, there must exist an affirmative, constructive, 
positive side to Freethought. It must be, in order 
to show the contrast to that which is, or shall be, 
destroyed and put aside, and because it will be a 
demand of the future. People have a right to ask of 
the iconoclast who demolishes idols and fetiches, 
What have you to offer in place of these things you 
take away? What will you substitute for this that 
you call untrue and unreal ? 

Of course there is the truth for falsehood, right 
for wrong, health for disease, hope and happiness 
or pain and unhappiness. 

But the human heart craves all these and some- 
thing more. . 

It reaches forward to grasp some philosophy of 
life and its myriad uses—some teaching that shall 
erystalize around this present life and lift it to a 
pedestal hitherto unknown—some lofty purpose that 
shall fill and thrill all with a new and glorious 
enthusiasm. It looks for a motive which shall lead 
to work, not for the benefit of self, but for the good 
of all—an altruistic faith. 

But, it may be said, when Truth supplants False- 
hood, is not that sufficient? No. There must be 
demonstration of truths, elucidation of the principles 
that are actual and eternal. 

From the ashes of the ruins of the old will arise 
new temples responsive to the call of the emanci- 


ated. i 

It was right that the destroyers should come first 
and be many. We should never forget that out of 
the rubbish dnd debris they have brought new truths 
to the surface, and made them gleam and sparkle in 
the white light of wisdom and intelligence. 

The New is to take the place of the Old. True. 
But it must be fashioned into shapeliness, comely in 
form and attractive to all. 

Beautiful temples will grow into graceful propor- 
tions, and will glow with all the graces that culture 
and art can bestow or genius originate. 

These temples should be, will be, attractive in 
architecture, in music, painting, statuary. 

Why should not the skill and intellect of the cent- 
uries contribute to the pleasure of all? Why should 
not this life be the recipient of every grace and 
image of beauty that the mind can conceive? There 
is no reason why. 

So there will be upreared in every town and village 
academies, halls of science, schools, not only to be 
opened one day in the week, but whose doors shall 
swing wide open every day. The adornments will 
symbolize facts in nature, and the heroes of scien- 
tific truths in marble and bronze will occupy the 
places held so long by “saints” and “apostles.” 
Copernicus, Galileo, Hypatia, Bruno, and all the hosts 
of inventors, reformers, and martyrs of science will 
occupy the places long denied them. 

Said Wendell Phillips once, in passing a beautiful 
church and beholding the figures in the stained 
glass of the sanctury, “ The apostles are outside, not 
inside.” " 

The real apostles have always been on the outside. 

What will be taught in the new schools, whose pil- 
lars will be Knowledge, Wisdom, Truth, and Light? 
What but the vital issues ?—how to make life truer 
nobler, healthier, and happier—the virtues, what 
they are and how to practice them—how to make 
daily living sweet, serene, pure, and clean—how to 
make grand old earth an Eden of loveliness and har- 
monious, healthful delight. 

Look abroad! See the abodes of crime, misery, 
want, woe, wretchedness, pollution—see the foul, 
disgraceful blots everywhere, speaking plainer than 
words of man's abuse and misuse of life—see the 
asylums, the jails, penitentiaries, the homes for the 
blind, the deaf, the incurables. Note the bloated 
face, the leering eyes, the slavering mouth, the stag- 
gering steps of the intemperate, the lustful gaze of 
the libertine, the vacant look and gibbering tones of 
the idiotic. Behold insanity, inanity, and pauperism 
everywhere—the gallows upreared in a civilized land 
—women bound and fettered without equal political: 
rights, crushed, trampled upon, humiliated, enslaved. 
Is there not, in sight of these things, necessity for 
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new teaching? Is there not work for the construc- 
tionists ready and waiting for their hands? 

The old teaching has been, How shall we die prop- 
erly? The new doctrine shall be, How to live rightly 
and truly. Susan H. Wrxon 


Tur Eprro& oF “Fam Pray :” 
We must: tear down—must we also build ? 

A denial is the opposite side of an affirmation—an 
affirmation is the opposite side of a denial. With 
every denial of a falsehood goes the affirmation of its 
displacing truth, or what the denier conceives to be 
a truth. As I look at this question, it is impossible 
for any man to seriously deny the truth, justice, or 
utility of & given statement, institution, or thing, 
without having in his mind the conception of some- 
thing more credible, just, or useful. The affirmation 
is there, ¿n thought, before the denial. Whoever at- 
tempts to reason with his neighbor in support of his 
own denial of the historical accuracy, equity, or use- 
fulness of a book, organization, or utensil, is com- 
pelled to affirm something. When we deny that the 
capricious will of a God, or god-man, rules the 
cosmos, this denial is logically and necessarily ac- 
companied in thought by the affirmation of our be- 
liefs regarding what, for want of a better name, we 
call “natural law”—universal and unchangeable. 
Before we can understandingly deny that the state 
creates rights we must realize that rights, human 
rights, have their origin in the conditions of human 
existence. 

One answer, then, to the first question of the 


Editor of this journal is, There s an affirmative side |. 


to Freethought, accompanying, complementary, and 
inseparably associated with the negative side. The 
iconoclast, whose hammer crushes the rotten rocks 
aud the leering idols in the temple of superstition, 
builds nobly in the foundation stories of the fairer 
and freer temple of an ascending humanity. From 
this point of view it is readily seen that we are con- 
stantly building a system of morality, that a new 
philosophy is slowly but surely growing, that a new 
religion, if religion you may choose to call it, is 
evolving from the disintegrating concepts of the old, 
and the discoveries and prophecies of science. 

Is this, then, all that we have to do? Need we to 
speak, write, and print, only? Is all our work to be 
with tongues, pens, and types? Oan a system of 
theology, false in fact and pernicious in morals, rule 
the world for centuries and not make itself part and 
parcel of the laws, institutions, and customs of the 
peoples? Can the most systematic trampling of 
liberty, the most deliberate denial of justice, whole- 
gale crucifixion of the best and tenderest impulses 
of human nature, and a very revelry of cruelty, last 
for a millennium and a half and not transmit to us a 
legacy of laws, institutions, and sociel customs which 
are despotic, anti-natural, and cruel? If the theories 
of our ancestors, which we of to-day combat, were 
erroneous, and if they lessened the sum of human 
happiness, as they did; what shall we say of the 
statutes and customs in which those ancestors em- 
bodied those false beliefs, of the superstructure of 
institutions which they built upon that insecure 
foundation? Are we rational if we harbor the hope 
that we can discredit the theories, but leave the 
customs and laws in which we find them crystallized, 
intact? How can anyone believe that we can tear 
out the foundation and yet leave the superstructure 
as it stands now ? 

It seems to me that the above questions answer 
themselves. That it must be apparent to all clear- 
thinking men and women that when the misleading 
and invasion-inciting creeds are eliminated. the laws 
and social powers which alone make them dangerous 
in this age, will go out with them. So long as the 
old authoritarian systems remain we may be sure 
that the old authoritarian beliefs have not lost their 
hold upon our race. If we do not recognize them in 
the creeds professed by the tyrants of our time it is 
simply because they do not appear in the old forms, 
and we lack the power of clear and close analysis. 
We have not vision acute enough to pierce the artful 
disguise in which our ancient enemy hath enrobed 
his wolfish body and veiled his hyena face. 

The Freethinker affirms the right of private judg- 
ment, the right of each to examine and choose for 
him or herself, according to the light that esch. sees. 
The true Freethinker, then, will as zealously defend 
the right of one to differ from him as of another to 
agree with him. From those fundamental postulates 
it logically follows that no Freethinker who under- 
stands why he is & Freethinker will in any manner 
countenance any scheme which, in means or end, 
violates this principle of equal liberty, of personal 
choice, and individual responsibility. Therefore, he 
will aid all possible in such constructive reforms as, 
according to time, place, and means at hand, he 
deems of immediate importance. Of the most nec- 
essary of these, as I estimate them, may be enumer- 
ated: 

1. The substitution of voluntary for compulsory 
methods of raising money for “ publie," that is, com- 
mon uses. Of course, no argument is needed in 
order to make it clear to Freethinkers that when 
one’s earnings are taken without his consent, are 


taken for any purpose which he does not regard as 
wise, necessary, or just, he is robbed, and the pria- 
ciple of the right of private judgment is violated in 
his person. Under this head would come these, 
among other, changes: 

(a) Free schools, z.¢., schools which are supported 
by those who desire them, and in which are taught 
those things which those who support them wish to 
have taught. 

(b) Free mails, če., the mails to be carried by any 
person or persons who may wish to engage in such 
work, and wo can secure the necessary patronage. 

(c) Free trade, ic, trade free from all trammeis 
of tariffs, occupation taxes, license taxes, taxes upon 
products, and all other legalized thievings. 

2. The establishment of a system of equitable land 
tenure, under which each person shail be free to ap- 
ply his faculties to any portion of the earth’s surface 
not already occupied and personally used by an- 
other. 

3. The practical abrogation of all statutes intended 
or having the effect to create a government or other 
monopoly of money, and the establishment of a free, 
mutual, banking system. 

4. The principle of private judgment, of personal 
choice, and individual responsibility, to be applied 
in the department of sex relations as fearlessiy and 
fully as in those of religion, taxation, education, 
transmission of intelligence, commerce, land-holding, 
and issuance of the medium of exchange. 

5. The formation of coóperative manufacturing 
and distributing associations. 

There is very much other constructive and saving 


work in which we, as Freethinkers, can engage with 


peculiar fitness, bearing in mind the basic principles 
of our philosophy. The rational, scientific, humane 
treatment of the unfortunates whom we call “ srim- 
inals” is a matter of vast importance. Theoretically 
we repudiate the anti-natural dogma of “free will,” 
but when we have to do with criminals I am afraid 
that most of us are as orthodox as the orthodox 
themselves. And in the treatment of the sick there 
is need for more science, greater trust in nature's 
healing powers, less statute law, less empiricism. 
We should earnestly strive to prevent needless suf- 
fering in the preparation of our supplies of animal 
food. The wanton destruction of birds is another 
cruel wrong that loudly calls for constructive work 
in the way of the proper education of the young. 
But lack of space and time prevents further particu- 
larization in this division of the subject. 

In conclusion, permit me fo emphasize the argu- 
ment advanced in support of the declaration that we 
Shall never rid humanity of the pernicious creeds so 
long as we conserve the bad laws, iavasive customs, 


and stifling institutions which had their origin in or | w 


have been strengthened by those creeds, and which, 
in turn, give them nearly all the power for harm 
which they to-day possess. Here is rocm for all the 
constructive work of which we are capable. | 
E. C. WALKER. 
rt 
Is Catholicism Losing or Gaining Ground? 


Editor Charles A. Dana, of the New York Sun, is 
as unsafe a religious pilot as any of the rest of the 
doctors of divinity. He warns the clergy that “ In- 
fidelity is more dangerous to the church than ever 
before,” and indorses the despairing statement made 
before the recent Catholic congress in Baltimore by 
Dr. Richard H. Clarke, of New York city, that the 
Catholic church in this country has lost much more 
by the falling away of Catholic immigrants from 
their ancestral faith than it has gained by conversions. 
* Some hav thought,” said Dr. Clarke, “that we hav 
lest more than half our immigrant population or 
their descendants ;” and the editor of the Sun thinks 
the estimate is not exaggerated. 

But quite a different judgment is expressed in the 
Sun a few days later ; descanting on the great change 
in the character of the population of New England 
the editor says: 

There is no doubt that the time is rapidly approaching 
when the great majority of the population of New England 
will be of foreign blood, Irish and French Canadians more 
especially, and nearly all of it Roman Catholic. These 
foreigners are coming to take up the abandoned farm and to 
work the mills, and as they are so much more prolific, they 
will swamp out the old stock, so far, at least, as numbers go. 
They will also wipe away old traditions and introduce new, 
and will establish, are already establishing, a new moral and 
religious tone and new social customs and demands. The 
priest and not the minister will exercise the spiritual power 
and we shall hav another New England from top to bottom. 

When Mr. Dana was entertained at a banquet in 
Rome by the faculty and students of the North 
American College, he said he never in his life felt so 
deeply moved, and to the applauding students he 
said that they were “preparing themselvs to occupy 
the highest stations to which man can attain in this 
world; for surely the noblest labor in which man 
can engage is to teach the way to heaven and to lead 
the way.” And now we see how Doctor Dana st- 
tempts “to lead the way.” First he warns the 
clergy that Infidelity is more dangerous to the 
church than ever before, and says that Catholicism is 
losing much more by the falling away of its immi- 
grants than it is gaining by conversions, and then a 


few days later he prophesies that the great majority 
of the population of New England will soon become 
Roman Catholics, ruled by the priest and not the 
minister. And this priestly rule, he thinks, is “ the 
noblest labor in which a man can engage." 

Perhaps it would hav been a fortunate circumstance 
if the manuscript of that second attempt of the 
editor of the Sun to “lead the way to heaven” had 
been devoured by the office cat. 

hen you see an editoria! guideboard pointing 
two opposit ways to heaven you won't trust the sky- 
pilot in that sanctum any more than his priestly 
brother in the pulpit. Burr. 
i 9———— ———— 


A Parting Word to Mr. Burnham. 


Dear Sm: I am glad that you hav no fault to find, 
in your last letter, with the amended constitution of 
the American Secular Union. We can now go on and 
“ be happy yet!” As to the other matters complained 
of, I put in the lawyers plea of “confession aud 
avoidance.” I did not invite speakers from a distance 
because we had no money to pay their expenses. 
Liberals who were present at the congress were in- 
vited and did speak. Yes, the secretary and írens- 
urer were my “choice.” I declined the presidency, 
but finally said, if you force it upon me you must giv 
me these officers in Philadelphia. I &m notashamed 
of this. It is to my methods that you object. Only 
two persons hav made known their objections in this 
regard, while scores hav written approvingly. Yes, 
I was at first (and at last too) displeased with some 
of our public speakers and papers, and said so. I 
was not pleased with the cut of the “flag above the 
cross,” on our letter-heading, as I never unnecessarily 
offend those whom I desire to influence. But the 
inventor of that design served a notice on us through 
his lawyers that he claimed a copyright; and threat- 
ened us with a lawsuit if we continued to use it! 
This settled that question. Now, Mr. Burnham, “ let 
us hav peace!” If you understood what my reasons 
were for the * methods” I adopted, you would com- 
mend, instead of carping. R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Philadelphia, Pa, Feb. 1, 1890. 

—————— 9 +2. 
Contributions to the American Secular Union 
for January. 


$70 00 
F. C. Mxspz, Treasurer (per I. C. C.). 

———— 3,4 -99——————— 

Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamerson has a call for a course of lectures in Cor- 


rectionville, Iowa. Now that he has closed his engagements 
in Nebraska for this year, he may be addressed for lectures 
and debstes at Des Moines, Iowa. 


Tux lecture program of the Brooklyn Philosophical Asso- 
ciation for February is as follows: February 9th, Dr. A. 
Wilder on “ Serpent Symbols;” February 16th, Van Buren 
Denslow, LL.D., on “Population and Wages;" February 
23d, Miss Helen H. Gardener, on “ Vicarious Atonement.” 
These lectures are followed by discussion. Lecture at 3 P.M. 
at Fraternity Rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second 
street. Twenty-third street ferry from New York. 


Mr. S. D. Moors, of Adrian, Mich., now at Yipsilanti, 
Mich., contemplates making a trip through Kansas into Mis- 
souri, as far as Liberal, starting about March 1st, and desires 
to know if any Freethinking friends on the route ** will open 
the way” for him to hav Liberal meetings with them. . T 
will be glad,” he says, '* to do all the good I can and as little 
harm as possible; and besides making a little acquaintance 
with strangers that I bad never met with and getting a few 
names for Tax Trurs SEEKER, and by selling a few pam- 
phlets, tracts, and books, I might in this way be a little help 
to others as well as in the social way they might be a help to 
me." Mr. Moore asks for no pay. His address is Forest 
Avenue Sanitarium, Yipsilanti, Mich. 

— ee —9—————————— 

Ir will hardly be believed that, when sulphurie ether 
was first used to lessen the pains of childbirth, it was 
objected to as “a profane attempt to abrogate the P 


» 


meval curse pronounced upon woman. . - 
injury which the theological principle has done to the 
world is immense. It has prevented men from study- 
ing the laws of nature.— Buckle. 
——— to 

Ix the middle of the sixteenth century the majority 
of the clergy were nearly illiterate, and many of 
them addicted to drunkenness aud low vices.— Hal- 


lam, Const. Hist. of Eng. 


a 
Every established fact which is too bad to admit of 
any other defense, is always presented to us as an 
injunction of religion.— Mili. 
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Qammnnications. 


Why I Am NOT an Agnostic. 


An Agnostic is one who is in doubt concerning 
the existence of a God. But, to be candid, I am 
compelled to say that I am no more in doubt con- 
cerning such a hypothesis than I am in doubt con- 
cerning devils, dragons, and other chimeras. An 
infinit good being is precisely as great an impossibility 
asan infinit bad being, a heaven as absolutely impossi- 
ble as a hell. 

I not only believe, but I know, there is no God— 
simply because I do not know there is one. Neither 
does anyone else know that there is one. No one 
ever has proved it,no one does now or ever can 
prove it. God himself—if there were one—has not 
proved and does not now prove it. There is abso- 
lutely no evidence, directly or indirectly; no logic, 
reason, sense, or analogy, to prove it. 

If there were a God, I should know it, because I 
hav anxiously sought. But I hav sought in vain. 
And if the Theist insists that I should not know 
God, then I, in turn, insist that, for like reasons, no 
one else has known or now knows God. And what 
I cannot know, what nobody else can know and no 
one bas ever known, is, of course, unknowable, and 
therefore we should not believe it. 

Therefore my honest denial and fearless assertion, 
There is no God, is tantamount to absolute proo 
that there is no such being. 

Upoa those affirming devolves the proof. Should 
one say, There is a devil, it is not necessary that we 
should explore the world and sweep ethereal space 
with our telescopes in search of his satanic majesty. 
Oh, no; we simply say, No, there is no devil, and 
this denial is equivalent to proof that such a being 
does not exist. Those affirming must do the search- 
iog, produce the evidence, and submit it to the 
world, or their bald assertion falls to the ground as 
so much nonsense. 

But the God-idea positivly conflicts with all that 
we know, directly or indirectly. When closely ana- 
lyzed and considered in the light of modern science. 
it becomes a nursery tale, and the time is near at 
hand when millions of our best men and women will 
stand aghast at the thought that at one time they 
actually entertained the notion. 

When we can prove that twice two are five; that 
two cannon-balls can occupy the same space at the 
same time; that two locomotivs can pass on the 
same track ; that a receptacle already full can be filled 
again; that a finite body can be everywhere at the 
same time; that nothing can produce everything; 
that miracles ‘are the order of the day, then, and not 
m then, may it be reasonably affirmed that there is 
a God. 

Like Colonel Ingersoll, I hav subjected my belief 
io the full scope of free thought, the methods of sci- 
ence and closest reasoning. The freedom of thought 
and the right of expressing such thought, vouch- 
safed to us by the genius of our glorious republic, 
has led me on, even beyond Mr. Ingersoll’s Agnosti- 
cism; beyond the conservativ “ perhaps;" beyond 
ihe equivocating “ I don’t know ;' beyond Spencer’s 
“ Unknowable ;’ beyond the compromising attitude 
of an unbeliever, to the more aggressiv one of an 
. outspoken Atheist and Materialist. 

An absolutely authoritativ and infallible gospel 
once questioned, once subjected to human tests 
and reason, once doubted in its minutest detail, 
there is no stopping-place until the goal of Atheism 
and Materialism is reached. 

Theology is miracle. Based upon miracle, it must 
always remain miracle, and, consequently, must be 
accepted without human understanding or reason. 
It is emphatically non-progressiv, to-day precisely 


as and what it was two or four thousand years ago. | d 


It means to-day what it did then, and one word taken 
from or added to it destroys its authoritativ charac- 
ter. It iseither a gospel according to Moses and the 
prophets, and Peter, Luke, and John, or it is simply 
a human affair, a fraud, a gospel according to Tom, 
Dick, and Harry. Until new revelations “from on 
high” are given to the world, all attempts to evolute 
religion or to substitute a * new theology” will but 
tend to destroy the whole. 

But how many honest, thinking minds to-day re- 
main true to the old theology and all it implies? 
None! It is to-day upheld only by the unthinking 
but honest masses, who resignedly accept it without 
thought or reason, and those conventional Christians 
who go for popularity and to please their good wives. 
All better and progressiv minds within the church 
are to-day free to confess their unbelief in many of 
the most important events and doctrins recorded in 
the Bible. The six-days creation, the personality of 
God, the doctrin of the fall of man, the scheme of 
redemption, infant and heathen damnation, a literal 
hell, etc., all are alike repudiated. Yet the plain lan- 
guage of the Bible on these things cannot be misun- 
derstood. “And the morning and the evening were 
the first day,” etc., proves beyond doubt that the 
writers of Genesis meant six literal days of twenty- 
four hours each, for the creation of the universe! 


“Tn the image of God created he them; “ God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day;” 
* Moses spoke to God face to face”—all these ex- 
pressions clearly indicate beyond cavil that the God 
of the Bible was supposed to be a person, “ very 
like” a man. Of course “ walking in the garden” 
clearly implies that he could noi hav been anywhere 
else in the universe or upon the face of the earth at 
that particular time. In fact, he did not even occupy 
all the garden, or it would not hav been necessary for 
him to walk or to search for Adam. So much to 
establish the very limited personality of a Gcd to-day 
still believed by millions of Christians to be the ore- 
ator and ruler of an unlimited universe ! 

Again, the doctrins of man’s fall, of total deprav- 
ity, of infant and heathen damnation to an eternal 
and literal heil, are all recorded there as plain as the 
rule of three in mathematics. And all are essential 
to the survival of the Christian religion. If there is 
no hell there is no Christianity, the mission of Christ 
was a lamentable failure and his death worse than 
butchery. If man through Adam's sin is not 
damned, if man must not be “born again,” if the 
heathen may be saved without Christ, would it 
not be infinitly preferable if all the human race died 
in infancy, or if all were born Hottentots and Lap- 
landers and thus saved, than to hav them liv to see 
“the light of Christianity” and, perchance, for this 
reason be damned to eternal perdition? Would not 
Christ in such a case hav been and still be the cause 
of millions being damned, instead of being the 
savior of the race? 

Being one of the many who by methods of reason 
hav discarded a blind faith in the ancient Bible, I can 
neither now consistently embrace the inconsistencies 
of the so-called * new theology " as revealed accord- 
ing to Beecher, Swing, Barrows, and others, finding 
no foothold for such a belief, but discover a correct 
solution for all existing problems in nature, its law 
and order. 

Theism and Spiritism imply miracle and impossi- 
bility. These theories divest everything tangible of 
all potencies to do anything, then invest some imag- 
inary nothing with supernatural powers to do every- 
thing. But we know twice two is four and cannot 
possibly be five. So we know that the universe fills 
all space and that nothing else can fill it in addition. 
The universe (nature) is here and there and every- 
where, therefore a God cannot be here and there and 
everywhere. Two bodies cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time, therefore, all space being 
occupied by matter—solid, fluid, or seriform—no 
other body, person, or thing can occupy the same 
space. 

All objects of knowledge are natural. All we see 
on the earth, in the earth, over and under the earth, 
beyond in ethereal space, among suns, moons, planets, 
stars, and systems ; all the revelations of our strong- 
est lenges, reveal but natural things and causes, never 
a God. 

. All causes, powers, and agencies operating within 
the vast realms of nature are natural; if we can 
trace any effect to its cause Or causes we shall always 
find a natural, never a supernatural cause. 

The universe is eternal. It had no beginning, can 
never hav an end. It is infinit—having no limit, 
center, or circumference. Itsexisting now, absolutely 
proves that it has always existed— not, indeed, in its 
present form, but as an infinit aggregation of living, 
potent, elementary particles, combining (yes, fortui- 
tously) in ever changing form. A beginning implies 
an eternity of time when it did not exist, when all 
was infinit vacuiim—eternal nothingness. But if 
this at any one time had been the actual state of 
space, nothing would exist now, as from nothing 
nothing can come. Possessing no attributes or 
potencies, nothing would forever remain nothing, 
and consequently the universe could not exist to- 


ay. 

A God postulated as existing before any imaginary 
“ beginning,” miraculously creating it from nothing, is 
still more absurd, as a God existing in infinit vacuity 
during an infinit period of time, before this imaginary 
beginning, who would or could not create the uni- 
verse at least ten millions of years multiplied by this 
number ad infinitum, before the time it is said he 
created it, loses at once all attributes of an “ omnis- 
cient” being and vanishes. Because if it was con- 
sistent with “ divine wisdom” to omit the creativ 
act during all these ages and cycles of beginningless 
time, he of course would never hav consummated it, 
because if it was consistent with his wisdom to 
create it six thousand or six millions of years ago, 
then it must hav been very foolish to leave the 
creativ act undone during the eternity preceding 
this time, and in this case, God again loses his 
divine attributes. 

Furthermore, I insist that it is utterly irreconcil- 
able with reason that an eternal God, who is sup- 
posed to be perfect, omniscient, and unchangeable, 
who existed in infinit dark vacuity voluntarily, and 
of choice, during all eternity, without relations or 
conditions surrounding him, could hav suddenly con- 
ceived of a motiv for the creativ act never experienced 
or thought of before; and that after being content in 
absolute idleness and stagnation in his dark and cheer- 


less abode during eternity, he should all at once so 
radically change in his manner and tastes as to create 
a universe, which would henceforth entirely change 
his relations, conditions, and mode of life, and to say 
the least, keep him pretty busy making human beings 
and other animals, listening to the countless prayers 
of the different denominations, counting hairs, per- 
mitting sparrows to fall, and at the same time whirling 
countless millions of planets through the immensity 
of space. 

But, God or none, any beginning implies a miracle 
—a creation from nothing—which childish notion 
must be abandoned. : 

Again: God, if real, must be a person, a living 
organic being, otherwise he cannot be a God and all 
it implies. And surely the personal pronouns and 
appellations, “he,” “his,” “him,” “our heavenly 
father" (still indulged in by Professor Swing), etc., 
would be anomalous if he is not a being or person of 
some kind. But here again we find it very difficult 
to retain a God. A personality implies limit, outline, 
form ; necessitates animal organism, nervous system, 
digestiv and respiratory organs, and circulating proc- 
esses. ‘ What does not breathe does not liv.” This 
postulate of science consigns God to oblivion unless he 
has lungs. Thought necessitates brain; sight, eyes ; 
sound, ears; and speech, physical organs to produce 
it. All these processes are simply functions of living 
beings, in the absence of which they hav no exist- 
ence in nature. 

Exterminate all animal organism from the face of 
the earth and thought, wisdom, love, sight, etc., 
would vanish also. Science recognizes no manifes- 
tation of wisdom, love, etc., in inorganic matter, in 
air, in ethereal space, between the earth and moon or 
sun, simply because it is occupied only by inorganic 
matter and this never contains such attributes. Mat- 
ter, moved by its own physical and chemical poten- 
cies, must first evolve into organic forms before any 
manifestations of intellect and consciousness become 
possible. 

Therefore, if God is a thinking, living reality, he 
must be an organic, breathing being, or he cannot 
possibly be a God and all it implies. 

But now the problem stares us in the face—and 
which the church must solve, or Atheism will soon 
take its place—how can an organic, limited, living 
God be & God and all it implies and at the same time 
occupy the relation of creator and ruler of an unlim- 
ited universe? How can tbe limited be related to 
the unlimited as a controling power? It is all child- 
ish talk to talk about an “infinit God” when we 
know of only one infinit reality and that is the uni- 
verse. It is likewise absurd to talk about a God 
being here and there and everywhere when the uni- 
verse monopolizes every point of space. 

It is either all God and no universe, or it is all 
universe and no God. : 

Unless the church can intelligently solve the prob- 
lem how a God with a brain can be infinit, or how a 
God without a brain can be a God, it will be but a 
few years before it will come to an ignoble end. 

Therefore I am not an Agnostic. The God-idea— 
in spite of its hoary traditions and venerable associa- 
tions—-never having been duly established by logic, 
science, and reason, and being utterly unthinkable, 
and, when properly analyzed, childish and absurd, 
Ido not put my reasonable upbelief on a par with 
an unreasonable belief and say “I don’t know,” but 
insist that upon those affirming devolves the proof; 
and unless the idea can be logically demonstrated as 
consistent with truth and sense, my fearless and sim- 
ple denial absolutely proves and establishes the fact, 
startling though it be to the unthinking millions, 
that there is no God! 

And the world will be irfinit]y better without one. 

Rochelle, Jll., Jan. 20, 1890. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Priesteraft in the West Indies. 


Since writing my last, a dispatch was received by 
the governmení of Trinidad from the home govern- 
ment regarding the education question. The sub- 
stance of the dispatch is to repeal the education ordi- 
nance passed here in 1875, and to substitute in its 
place the ordinance of 1870 with amendments. The 
ordinance of 1875 is for the purpose of granting aid 
to schools attached to churches, but at the same 
time the priests and ministers hav full control 
over such schools ; religious instruction is imparted 
to the pupils during the hours of secular instruction, 
and the school-teachers are paid by the priests and 
ministers. 

The ordinance of 1870 is also in favor of granting 
aid to denominational schools, but the government 
has control instead of the priests; religious in- 
struction is not to be given during secular instruc- 
tion hours ; a proviso is made to giv religious instruc- 
tion before and after secular instruction hours. Any 
priest using any means to proselytize any of the chil- 
dren, government aid to the school shall immediately 
cease. 

This is quite a serious blow to the church here and 
bas caused a furor among religious circles, especially 
among the Roman Catholie priests, as they hav been 
known to openly preach aud warn the Roman Oath- 
olios, that if any of them send their children to gov- 
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ernment secular schools, communion shall be denied | NS 


them. I doubt whether the priests will stop threat- 
ening their people; if it is not done in the pulpit, it 
will be in the confessional. 

Daring the month of December last the Roman 
Qatholic archbishop of Port-of-Spain arrived from 
Rome with his pallium. He was met on his arrival 
by the bulk of the Romanists, and they marched in 
procession with their crosses, banners, acolyter, and 
of course all the paraphernalia attending the recep- 
tion of a follower of the “ meek and lowly Jesus.” The 
procession marched from the dock to the cathedral. 
One of the local papers, describing the event, said: 


‘All the stores of standing on both sides of the 


equare, and up Frederick street, whether Catholic or 
non-Oatholic, were closed as a mark of respect to his 
grace and the important religious character of the 
ovation.” Has anything more absurd, more bigoted, 
and more fanatical been seen in the annals of any 
civilized country? On his arrival at the cathedral 
he thundered his Romish artillery from his elevated 
position with the following: “Outside our church 


there is nothing but confusion; there-is no one to | 


‘teach and no one to obey.; everyone can form a creed 

for himself. You, on the contrary, cannot 
be led astray while you listen to the voice of the au- 
thority of God established in your midst.” . And this 
is the same gentleman who a few days ago said, 
“There are a good many people here in this city 
preaching against God, but I ask you, my dear 
brethren, not to mind their sayings, because every 
man is at liberty to enjoy his own opinion.” The 
reyerend gentleman has cooled down remarkably 
within a few days. Isuppose the stench of the pope's 
great toe was too much for him. 

Freethought is making rapid progress around 
these parts, in all the islands, both French and 
British. It is not very long since Freethought began 
spreading itself here, and, as in other parts of the 
world, it counts among its members some of the 
most intelligent portions of the community. 

The most laughable part in priestersf; in the West 
Indies is the pulpit preaching. There is open com- 
petition carried on by the ministers of the various 
churches. In the Roman Catholis churches preach- 
ing is mostly carried on in French, although the 
colony is British. French creoleis spoken by almost 
everyone, and a great many of the naiivs do not ur- 
derstand anything else but that language. 

The sermons of these priests and ministers make 
one sick to listen to them. Some of their styles are 
quaint—the Roman Catholics generally preaching 
nothing else but the Virgin Mary. It is a comical 
sight to see the old women—they form the best part 
cf the church-goers—mumbling their lips and count- 
ing their beads. 

Now and then the priests spit out a little fire at 
the Liberals, but, of course, as it is usual with these 
classes of people, the language is not couched with 
any respectability. Some time since a young Roman 
Catholic priest, in addressing the pupils of the 
Roman Catholic College of the Immaculate Concep- 


‘tion, said: “I want you to put faith in the blessed. 


Virgin. When you are sick, pray to her and you 
will be cured. Pray to her to help you with your 
_ studies so that you may obtain scholarships. Kesp 
away from bad company. By bad company I mean 
people who go about preaching against God.” This 
gentleman no doubt alluded to Freettinkers when he 
spoke of bad company. Why are the Freethinkers 
bad company? Echo answers, Why? i 

Av Irish Dominican friar recently introduced here, 
a few weeks ago said: “If you are out of employ- 
ment pray to the Virgin and she will intercede with 
Jesus Carist, who will make you get work!” Has 
anything more stupid been ever heard in this nine- 
teenth century? Sermons with such like sayings 
are preached nearly every day. 

The poor people are so stupid and ignorant that 
anything that comes from the mouth of a priest is a 
fact, even if it is against common sense and reason. 
Another impediment that prevents the poor people 
from thinking otherwise is the number of educated 
persons who follow the church—simply because the 
loaves and fishes are concerned—and who are noth- 
ing more than hypocrits. The poor ignorant masses 
seeing these respectable people going to church 
think it isa grand thing to do the same, and as a 
consequence are ied astray. 

The Protestant bodies are as bigoted a class as the 
Roman Catholics. Recently the bishop of the An- 
glican church introduced a crucifix as an appendage 
to his altar, and lo! what a furor it created! I hav 
not heard how it ended, but I believe it has been 
quieted down by some arrangement between the dis- 
tressed parties. F 

In my next letter I will describe to your readers 
the state of the greater part of our population, èe., 
the East Indians, their religions, customs, manners, 
ete. 


. D. S. 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, West Indies, Jan. 11, 
90. 
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Naronrox himself was indifferent to Ohristianity, 

but he saw that the clergy were friends of despot- 
ism. — Buckle, . 


. . Our London Letter. 
Freethinkers may be fairly well satisfied with the 
progress made during the year 1889, for although 
there has been no great battle and consequent bard- 
gained victory, the advance has been made slowly 
and surely. In spite of an occasions! claim on the 
part of some obscure but struggling -for-notoriety 
‘parson that he ‘has been the blessed means of con- 


.verting some very prominent Freethought leader, the 


cause doss not show any signs of weakness, and 
though searching inquiry is always made as to the 
defecting person, he can never be traced, and as 
these: pious frauds are invariably exposed, those who 
are guilty of perpetrating. them will soon get charge 
of their rash statement, as it can scarcely be pleasant 
even for a priest of the most high to be exposed to 
the contempt of all but.the most bigoted of their 
personal admirers as being detected in gratuitous 
lying, éven for the glory of God. It does not answer 
so well now as in the good old tithes of Eusebius, 


-and fellows of his kidney. 


The reports as to Mr. Bradlaugh's health are most 
favorable, the voyage seeming to hav quite set him on 
his legs again. .. His reception in Bombay must hav 
been most gratifying to his feelings. Surely no 
Englishman could hav met with a more hearty and 
welcome greeting than he has done, and he will no 
doubt make Indian affairs a more prominent feature 
in parliamentary debate thin has ever been done 
before. His parliamentary record has certainly been 
a wonderful one, and it; would be difficult to find 
another man who could hav made himself so well 
respecied and listened to in such a manner and in ŝo 
short a, time. ‘It is to be hoped he will be more 
careful in future, and not draw so prodigally on his 
reserve of strength as he has hitherto done. If he 
withdraws from the National Secular Society, as it is 
generally supposed he intends doing on his return, 
he will carry the best wishes of all the members with 
him, and he will no doubt always feel a friendly 
interest in the society with which he has been con- 
nected during so many years. He bore the heat and 
burden of the fight in its youthful days, and will only 
leave it now that it is in smooth water, and has no 
longer to struggle against tremendous odds for its 
very existence. I suppose it is almost a foregone 
conclusion as to who will carry on the presidensy, 
and perhaps no better man can be found just now to 
follow Mr. Bradlaugh’s footsteps thau the editor of 
the Freethinker. He will make a good fighting 
leader, and is not likely to be frightened or perverted 
by the Christian party. DE 

Tae increase both in demand and supply of novels of 
a Freethought tendency during the past year is a good 
indication of the tendency of ihe age .;The writers 
of such works not being knownas. Freethinkers before 
their publication, they are read with more avidity and 
openness than they otherwise would be. These fre- 
quent publications hav caused much alarm in the 
Christiaa camp, and:a bold champion has come forth 
to demolish all these teachings, in the person of that 
mighty warrior, Dr. Joseph Parker, of the city Temple, 
who is now publishing a serial tale in Great Thoughts 
under the title of “ Curfew Jessell—The History of a 
Soul, or Robert Elsmere’s Contrast.” It opens with 
a prolog of a very washy nature, but evidently writ- 
ten in imitation of Walt Whitman, though with a 
considerable difference. This is followed bv an in- 
troduction which is supposed to be a resumé of the 
story; then comes chapter one, “A Domestic Vign- 
ette,” in which we are introduced to a family, the 
head of which is arather peculiar individual. who 
possesses ample means, is a naturalist, aud has a 
weakness for writing diaries, extracts from which are 
given for the reader’s edification, One of them is an 
account of a godly rector who caught a sparrow- 
hawk, clipped his wings, cut his talons, fastened a 
cork on his beak, and then threw him amongst his 
brood-hens, who pecked him to death—truly a most 
kind and tender-hearted rector. I shall peruse this 
enlightening tale with interest, and wait with impa- 
tience to learn if Mr. Jessell was converted to the 
only true faith by the ministration of the pious 

J. D. 


rector. 
Ge 


The Torch Not Yet Extinguished. 


The Wheeling Secular Union is now a success, 
hence the following resolve: 


WasnixGTON Couso No. 1, 
Parriotio Sons or AMERIOA. > 
Warring, W. Va., Dec. 18, 1889. ) 

At the regular meeting of Washington Council No. 1, 
Patriotic Sons of America, the following resolution was 
adapted : 

Resolved, That the American Secular Union, as a society, 
is unfit to be recognized, and that, along with any other so- 
ciety composed of members who are non-believers of God 
nno the Bible, should not be allowed by our lawmakers to 
exist. 

That the moralis of the present and future generations 
should not be tampered with by the teachings of such so- 
cieties; that this order will use every effort to obtain the 


.names of those who hav or may join these societies, will in 


no manner recognize them, and will not patronize them in 
their business or profession, nor giv them employment. 
i -By order of,  Wasgıneron CounorL No. 1, 
i PATRIOTIO Sons OF AMERIOA. 


The above appearing in the Sunday morning 


l 
News-Letter of December 22d, at our Union meeting 


on the same day we made a resolve also, which was 
published in the daily Register the next morning: 

Wuaereas, Insomuch as the Washington Council No. 1, 
Patriotic Sons of America, hav exercised their hatred with- 
out provocatiou in denouncing the American Secular Union, 
of which our Union is a branch, in the exercise of a savage 
hatred and malice, 

Resolved, That we are extremely sorry that these patriotic 
sons hav so far ignored the charity which the Golden Rule 
enjoins as to use terms against us and propose measures the 
like of which can only be found in the archives of the Pu- 
ritan record or the Spanish Inquisition. 

D. G. Crow, Pres. Wheeling Secular Union. 


r —— ————— 
God's Curse. 


One cold winter evening, as I was comfortably 
seated before a blazing fire, trying to forget the dis- 
comfort outdoors, a knock eame to my door. In a 
minute the jovial, burly form of my friend Doctor 
C—— appeared in my sanctum, shaking the frozen 
snow off his overcoat like some big retriever dog. 
Having removed his wraps, and seated himself by 
the fireside, he, after some preliminary conversation, 
began telling me sbout a most distressing case he 
had just come from. 

“You know,” he began, “that most of my practice 
lies among the poorer part of the population of our 
city, so I was not surprised when, last eveving, I re- 
ceived a call from a patient who was lying in the 
* Traveler's Rest, one of the lowest of our common 
lodging-houses in the Grassmarket.  Speedily I 
made my way there, and, in one of the darkest cor- 
ners of a most wretched room, I saw, stretched upon 
a shake-down, a man, or rather the mere semblance 
of one, who, I afterward learned, bad held a high 
position in this, our Modern Athens. 

**Are you the doctor? he asked, in almost a 
whisper, as I approached his bedside. 

“I replied in the sffirmativ, when he continued, ‘I 
did not want to send for you, knowing that I was 
past all medical aid, but the people of the house de- 
sired it—I suppose, to save them the trouble of a 
coroner’s unwelcome visit. But since you are here I 
should like to tell you my tale—I will be dead ere 
morning—-a curious tale, from which, since you are 
a doctor, you may draw a mora! that may prove of 
some benefit to the people.’ Here a fit cf coughing 
intervened, so violent that it seemed to rend his frame 
in twain. 

* His disease was simply alcholism—a frame weak- 
ened by excessiv drinking and insufficient food to 
such an extent that recovery seemed impossible. 

* Having recovered himself from his fit of cough- 
ing, he turned his large, dark eyes upon me and said, 
‘Doctor, do you believe in heredity?” 

* Aa I had never given the subject much thought, I 
simply replied, ‘Sometimes.’ 

“tI do, returned he almost savagely, ‘and that 
the vices of our parents more often descend to us 
than their virtues. Why, I cannot say, only that 
vice is a most infectious disesze. At least, it was 
proved so in my cate, for all that my father bequeathed 
me was an inordinate desire for Jiquor. Nor could 
that desire be satiated. I prayed and struggled 
and fought against the black demon without avail. 
My prayer was unheard, or if heard, the comedy 
was too good, too pleasing to that loving God to end 
so soon. - Yet, I ought to Lav known that one might 
as well hav cried to the purring wind as to hav 
addressed his supplications to that almighty fiend. 
But I was a Christian then and thought God was 
the loving father the priests described him to be. 
How easily men are gulled ! 

“t Then in my misery, I eame to the conclusion that 
God could not exist, else he could not be so cruel as to 
punish me in such a manner for the fancied slight 
put upon his name by some of my ancestors. Why 
should I be punished for my father’s eins? Is it 
only to satisfy an innate fierdishness in the al. 
mighty’s nature? Ii so, he is the devil maequerad- 
ing in the good God's robes. Can there be any love 
in the nature of a God who damns the better portion. 
of his children to eternal torment only to enjoy their 
‘agony? O God of stone! I hav worn my knees in 
prayer, I hav pleaded, and rent the air with my cries 
for help, all in vain. He cared not nor answered. 

“<Q beneficent father, divest thyself of thy sheep's 
clothing and appear to the world in thy true form. 
I hav said enough. Speaking hurts me. But I de- 
test that God who, though he could, would not save 
me. He sank back on his pillow exhausted. I 
watched by him until early this morning, when, about 
three o'clock, he opened bis eyes, which shone with 
an unwonted brilliancy. I saw at once by his 
appearance that it was merely s question of minutes. 

* ¢ Good-bye, doctor,’ he said in a low whisper, and 
as I shook his hand a smile came over his face as he 
said, * Don't-let-God-f-o-ol-you.' He closed his 
eyes again, sighing wearily, as the shadow of the 
angel’s wings passed over him and this poor half- 
maddened soul crept unto the great unknown.” 

Such was the doctor's tale. The tale of a life 
wrecked amidst the breakers of dissipation, of a mad- 
man, dying, yet breathing bis defiance at the. 
supposed author of his misery. A. Boron. 
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Our readers will be exceedingly glad to note that 
the leader in the Symposium begun in this issue is 
the proper person to take that position—QCoroxxr 
Rosrar G. Inczrsoit. His replies to the questions 
asked will not be read last nor without great satis- 
faction by the Liberals of the country. 

The contributors to the Symposium next week will 
be S. P. Putnam, F. M. Holland, Lucy Colman, 
Parker Pillsbury, Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, O. B. 
Reynolds, J. H. Burnham, W. F. Jamieson, Charles 
Watts, and John Peck. In the succeeding issue Mr. 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman will contribute a review of 
.the others, and set forth his conception of the genius 
of Freethought. 

The Pictures. 

We are inclined £o think that the Lord was the one 
responsible for the reduction in the number of new 
subscribers received last week, his antagonism being 
displayed in the snow blockades throughout the 
western part of the country. The mails hav been 
arriving in this city with more regularity during the 
past seven days, and hav brought us fifty-nine new 
subscribers on the picture account, making a total of 
two hundred and sixty-eight, besides donations as 
follows: 


M. S. Hayhurst.......... $ 50, Tke Klein.................. 25 
V. Dronsutowicz....... 1 75| Thos. Mathews.......... 1 00 
G. A. Vogle............... 75 | Joel Hayes................ 1 00 
T. D. Lambert....... 1 00|J. H. Steward............ 75 
8. L. Hogan............... 50 | Enoch Wickershaw.... 75 
C. M. Waldron........... 25 | E. Marshali.......... 75 
E. P. Whitford...... 5 00' Mrs. 8. D. Francis 1 00 


Making $140.65 in all The number of new sub- 
scribers is very encouraging, and we send most 
hearty and sincere thanks to all who hav interested 
themselvs to sid us in this way and by making 
donations. In addition, we can only repeat what 
was said last week, that we wish all our friends would 
speak a good word for the paper, if convenient, and 
hand a copy of it to some Liberal friend who may 
be a possible subscriber. To induce those to whom 
the paper may be given for this purpose to subscribe, 
we repeat the offer of “ Try Square” as a premium, 
nemely: Copies of the book to be given as premi- 
ums to, or for, new subscribers who pay the regular 
prise of $3 for Taz Trorm Szexzs one year, before 
March 11th. One copy of the book to be given to 
every volunteer new subscriber, and one to every old 
subscriber who procures a new one at the regular 
price of $3. The price of the book by itself is $1. 
By calling the attention of possible subscribers to 
the foregoing offer, perhaps their action may be has- 


tened. 
— ah i 9———————M 


Mr. Crafts Declines to Debate. 


With the consent of Mr. Remsburg we a few weeks 
ago challenged the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, the activ 
man of the Ameriean Sabbath Union, to a discussion 
with Mr. Remsburg of the issues raised by the Blair 
Sunday bill, offering the use of Taz Trotu SEEKER 
columns or to arrange for an oral debate. But Mr. 
Crafts is wise now beyond the wisdom possessed 
when he accepted the challenge of the Seventh Day 


| Adventist representativs and subsequently backed 
out, and he will not meet Mr. Remsburg in any shape. 
He writes: 
“N. Y.,'1, 25, '90. 
“E. M. MAODONALD : A great pressure of work has pre- 
vented earlier angwer to your letter, and will prevent accept- 
ance of your offer to debate in your columns or elsewhere 
through the party you name. Yours, 
“ Wisor F. Crarts.” 
We are sorry Mr. Crafts has not more time at his 
command, and that his work presses him so. We 
frankly confess that the annihilation of Mr. Crafts 
and his party, biblically, logically, reasonably, his- 
torically, and in all other ways, by Mr. Remsburg, 
would hay been calmly gazed upon by us, and the 
pieces swept out with intense satisfaction. 


Presbyterianism Getting Soft-Hearted. 
The New York Presbytery has added its vote to 
ithe demand for a revision of the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith. About fifty Presbyteries hav now 
voted on it, of which nearly thirty-five favor revision. 
The points desired by the revisers to be eliminated, 
or materially modified, are five in number, as fol- 
lows: 
** Reprobation. 
** The damnation of infants. 
“ The damnation of the heathen. 
tt The classification of Roman Catholics as idolators. 
“t The statement that the pope is Antichrist.” 


The doctrin of election and reprobation, that is, 
that some are elected by God to glory and the rest 
reprobated to eternal punishment, is taught in the 
third chapter of the Confession in these words: 


** By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, 
some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, 
and others foreordained to everlasting death. 

‘t These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreor- 
dained, are particularly and unchangeably designed; and 
their number is so certain and definit that it cannot be either 
increased or diminished. 

‘The rest of mankind [the non-elect] God was pleased, 
according to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, 
whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, 
for the glory of his. sovereign power over his creatures, to 
pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their 
sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.” 


The damnation of non-elect infants and the 
heathen who hay never truly come to Obrist, is fore- 
shadowed in these paragraphs of chapter ten of the 
Confession : 


* Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and 
saved by Christ, through the spirit, who worketh when, and 
where, and how he pleaseth. 80, also, are all other elect 
persons, who are incapable of being outwardly called by the 
ministry of the word. 

** Others, not elected, although they may be called by the 
ministry of the word, and may hav some common operations 
of the spirit, yet they never truly come unto Christ, and, 
therefore, cannot be saved. Much less can men not profess- 
ing the Christian religion be saved in any other way what- 
soever, be they never so diligent to frame their lives accord- 
ing to the light of nature and the law of that religion they 
do profess ; and to assert and maintain that they may is very 
pernicious and to be detested.” 

The classification of Roman Catholics as idolators 
is in chapter twenty-nine of the Confession. Section 
VI says: 
` «That doctrin which maintains a change of the substance 
of bread and wine, into the substance of Christ's body and 
blood (commonly called transubstantiation) by consecration 
of a priest, or by any other way, is repugnant, not to script- 
ure alone, but even to common sense and reason; over- 
throweth the nature of the sacrament; and hath been, and 
is the cause of manifold superstitions, yea, of gross idola- 
tries." 

The reproach of the pope as Antichrist is found 
in chapter twenty-five section VI: 


** There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nor can the pope of Rome, in any sense be heard 
thereof; but is that Antichrist, that man of sin, and son of 
perdition, that exalteth himself in the church, against Christ, 
and all that is called God.” 


The debate on these points, particularly on those 
concerning reprobation and infant and heathen dam- 
nation, has waxed high and hot. One of the most 
earnest of the revisers, Dr. Briggs, asked his breth- 
ren these questions: 

“ It is said that we are cutting out the heart of Calvinism. 
‘What is the heart of Calvinism? These things that we are 
to cut out are warts on the skin of Calvinism; they are the 
parings of the nails that every biblical and classical student 
was done with long ago. Remove them and the church will 
be as Calvinistic as ever. 

** Dr. Hall says that the Thirty-nine Articles of the English 
church are Calvinistic. So they are, but those Thirty-nine 
Articles do not contain one of the five things that we propose 
to cut out of our Confession. If the Thirty-nine Articles 
are Calvinistic without them, why will our Confession not 
remaiu Calvinistic alter they are removed ? 


* What we wish to do is to prevent these gentlemen who 
represent but a school of Calvinism, who are but scholastic 
and speculativ Calvinists, from holding the whip over others 
who do not believe in their theories. We are going to keep 
historical Calvinism, and we are opposed to the tyranny of 
scholastic Calvinism. 

“The declaration of the doctrin of the damnation of in- 
fants and the heathen was distinctly made and upheld time 
and again by the Westminster divines who made this Con- 
fession. It was upheld all through the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. There is no use in saying now that 
the Confession doesn’t mean what it was meant to mean. 
The fact is that the church has come over to the view of 
Keith the Quaker, and has abandoned the old view of the 
damnation of infants and the heathen. The thing to do is to 
change the Confession, not to attempt to falsify it or to get 
around it by quibbles like that once used by a predecessor 
of Dr. Patton at Princeton, ‘Perhaps God never allows any 
but elect infants to die in infancy.’ ? 


Another minister, a Mr. Smith, of Oleveland, spoke 
for revision, because with damned infants and 
damned heathen in the Confession he couldn’t answer 
Celonel Ingersoll. In his home city one Sunday 
evening he found his congregation much smaller 
than usual, and knew it was on account of a lecture 
being given in the Opera House by Colonel Inger- 
soll. After hie own service ended he went to the 
Opera House, and found it packed to the roof with 
people who had paid $1.50 a head to hear a “ most 
blasphemous tirade against the Bible.” He added: 


** While I was there the speaker pulled out a copy of the 
Confession, and for forty minutes he spoke against the doc- 
trin of reprobation as there set out, and I hav to acknowl- 
edge that the arguments that he advanced in his racy and 
attractiv way were unanswerable by me. I know that many 
young men who were there that night were confirmed in 
their skepticism by the use in that way that night of the 
doctrin that we are now trying to get out of the Confession. 
In opposition to the harm that it has done, what good has it 
ever done? You say that Calvinism has done so much for 
the world, and it is true, but has our Calvinism with repro- 
bation in it ever done anything more than the Calvinism of 
our Dutch brethren with reprobation out? I confess that I 
cannot separate reprobation from God's sovereignty and 
general election, but it 18 not necessary for us to go furiher 
than the synod of Dort dared to go, further than the English 
church dared to go, further than any body of Calvinists has 
dared to go, except the body that formed the Westminster 
Confession.” 


The Rev. Dr. Page followed Mr. White, and 
deprecated the confession that any good Presbyterian 
had found the Colonel’s arguments unanswerable. 
He said: “I hav no doubt that if Mr. Ingersoll had 
his way he would revise the confession, and I'm not 
altogether certain that Ingersoll has not had more 
than any other influence to do with bringing about 
this agitation over the question of revision.” This 
was pretty strong language for the clergymen to listen 
to, and cries of “No!” “Take that back!” “You 
don’t mean that!” arose all over the church, and it 
was several moments before the speaker could pro- 
ceed. He said: 


“t There is nothing personal in this so far as I am concerned. 
There are many on my side of whom I cordially disapprove, 
and there is nobody oa the other side, Bob Ingersoll excepted, 
for whom I hav not the highest regard. This scheme of 
revision is only temporary. If we consent to it they will use 
it as a basis for further revision. Why, if we should revise 
it down to the Apostles’ Creed I know some men in this 
presbytery who would want to revise that; they would say, 
‘I believe in the resurrection of the dead,’ and would want 
to cut out the rest. There would be no objection to mere 
changes in form and language, and nothing more was pro- 
posed at first, but so much besides has been developed by 
this debate that I think it foreshadows a division in the 
church. This is not the age in which to attempt to revise 
the doctrins of a church. Why, Calvin could hav swallowed 
8 thousand of the theologians of to-day and not hav suffered 
from indigestion. The nineteenth century has already 
brought a revision of the Bible, and in my opinion that has 
proved to he but a mass of nonsense. If the new creed of 
the English Presbyterian church is a specimen of the work 
of to-day, good Lord, deliver us! While German Rational- 
ism, English skepticism, French Communism, Russian Nihil. 
ism, and Bob Ingersoll, with Anarchism generally, are de. 
manding a revision of the confession, it is no time for us to 
interfere with the old doctrins. We must wait for other 
days and other men for such a great work.” 


The vote for revision was ninety-three to forty- 
three, and included all these points, though the desir- 
ability of the elimination of the allegations against 
the pope and the Oatholics was stated in the form of 
suggestion rather than demand. On the same day 
the Chicago Presbytery voted for some sort of re- 
vision, not specifically stated. There is no doubt 
that the next General Assembly will be compelled to 
do something with the Confession to bring it more 
neatly in harmony with humane instincts. To bring 
it into harmony with common sense is impossible un- 
less it be abolished. 
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From Kingston to Costa Rica, and to Anarehy. 

The people up in Kingston, N. Y., are experieno- 
ing the blessings of the *good Lord, good devil" 
In one of 
the school districts of that city a bitter fight is being 
waged between the Protestants and the Catholics, 
which came about in this way: The district is the 
Within its limits 
: are St. Mary's Roman Catholic church, rectory, and 
For twenty years or more 
Two years ago 


policy of managing their public schools. 


largest and wealthiest in the city. 


other parish buildings. 
the Oatholies controled the school. 
there was a general uprising against the way the 


sehool waa being managed. It was charged that the 
prinéipal was incompetent. Many of the more lib- 
The 


eral Oatholics sided with the Protestants. 
principal was ousted, and a Protestant selected in 
his stead. Since the Protestant assumed control the 
school has prospered. At times the attendance has 
been so large that there was not sufficient accommo- 
dation for the pupils. It became necessary to hire a 
branch school. A contract was yearly entered into 
with the priest of St. Mary's church for the teaching 
of the extra pupils at the Franciscan brothers’ school, 
which is taught on sectarian principles. Of late 
. there has been strong opposition to this and demand 
for the erection of an addition to the main school 
building. Last spring, after a bitter contest at the 
polls, a board of trustees in favor of reform was 
elected. The three trustees are Catholics, but be- 
lieve in public schools being non-sectarian, and that 
parish schools should not be continued at publio ex- 
pense. In August a spirited meeting was held to 
consider the advisability of building an addition and 
doing away with the branch school. The Catholics 
secured a victory by voting to postpone action. 
Several hundred people gathered at the school-house 


one night last week, and many bitter statenients were 


made. The Protestants and dissatisfied Catholics 
will appeal to the state superintendent of publio in- 


struction, who has been apprised of the condition of 


affairs. The matter will in all probability enter the 
courts. It is said to-night that the Franciscan 
brothers’ school will not be rented again by the 
irüstees, 

There is no use of beating around the stump in 
this school question. There is bound to be trouble 
until the matter is settled once for all, and rightly 
settled. The state must maintain sufficient schools 
to educate the children, and it must suffer no relig- 
ion at all to be taught therein. 

We are quite well aware that the individualistic 
philosophers will declaim against taxing one man to 
educate another man’s child; but they must bear in 
mind that the millennium is not yet here, and that all 
things cannot now be made absolutely right. The 
nearest we can get to it is to do as little injustice as 
possible, and as the state is necessary, and as its in- 
tegrity and liberality depends upon the enlighten- 
ment and education of its individual members, pub- 
lic schools are imperativly needed, and must be sus- 
tained. Liberty and enlightenment go together; 
neither is a follower; they are companions.  Liber- 
ate a people and they become enlightened ; enlighten 
a people and they work out their own liberation. 
Liberty is the greatest of all human needs ; to main- 
tain it the public schools are almost indispensable; 
quite indispensable for a democratic people with a 
republican form of government. 

Wherever the Catholic church can, it is found to 
destroy these schools, and her object is to destroy 
with them that liberty which we now enjoy, by train- 
ing the young to submit to be serfs. It is a far ory 
from Kingston to Costa Rica, but in both places, and 
all the way between, the church is the same. A dis- 
patch from San José tells us that the same war is 
going on in Costa Rica as in Kingston. The bishop 
of the diocese just six weeks ago preached a sermon 
to a cathedral full of people in which he told the peo- 
ple not to send their children to the public schools, 
because the teachers were foreigners and Protestants. 
If the charge were true that the schools do teach 
Protestantism, the bishop had cause of complaint. 
But from the reply of the secretary of state of Costa 
Rica, who has charge of religious and educational 
matters as well, it is evident that the bishop's sermon 
was inspired by hatred of any education for the chil- 
dren which does not also train them to be servants 
of the church. The secretary says to the bishop : 


* Our educational law decisivly forbids the teachers to 
attack in any way the religious convictions of the families 


the children. 


whose children are confided to their care, and thus far this 
wise, fundamental principle has been- carefully observed. 
The state givs no religious instruction, for it comprehends 
that this is a matter to be left to the family, or to those or- 
ganizations whose purpose is to maintain and diffuse relig- 
ious creeds, and which organizations should be able to fulfill 
their functions freely here, as ig done in other countries. 
But the same principle which serves as political basis in this 
particular, which is none other than a respect for the liberty 
of conscience, is at the same time the most powerful guar- 
antee of religious neutrality in schools and colleges. This 
attitude should suffice for the Catholic church, since in order 
to express dissatisfaction, it must claim that upon the laity 
devolves the duty of imparting religious instruction, which 
in reality is its own. : 

** Convinced, therefore, as is the government, that in none 
of its branches has it attacked the church, nothing is more 
natural than that it exact from the latter the same conduct 
in respect to the state's educational institutions; and still 
greater reason has it for not consenting that an adverse prop- 
aganda be uttered upon false data.” 

Costa Rica is a Catholic country, and that such 
schools hav been found necessary is a national con- 
cession that the position of the Freethinker is right. 
Let the United States take no back step; giv us 
sufficient schools to educate all the children who 
seek their doors, but giv us no religion nor anti- 
religion, but plain, straightforward teaching of those 
branches of knowledge which are necessary to en- 
able the children to comprehend our form of govern- 
ment and to earn a livelihood which shall keep them 
out of prison. The parochis! schools furnish alto- 
gether too many criminals, and the Catholic’s last 
ground of complaint at being taxed to support public 
schools while sending his own children to’ the papist 
school would be removed if his school tax were 
placed with the fund to maintain state prisons. 

Concerning {he action of the Milwaukee school 
authorities in expurgating the Readers used in the 
schools of that city, Mair Play says: “But just 
think how this Secularizing work must interest the 
God-in-the-Constitution people! And what shall we 
say of the books as they were and as they are? As 
they were parents who hated the theology were com- 
pelled to help support the schools in which they 
were used; as they are, parents who think that the 
omission of the theology involves a serious loss are 
compelled to support the schools in which the books 
arenotused. In both oases, injustice. Are either the 
Theocrats or Secularists in the pathway of equity? 
No.” F 

Mr. B. R. Tucker quotes from Waterman’s Jour- 
nal a sentence which applies to this statement by his 
fellow-Anarchist as well as to the obtundent Mr. 
Carus, whom Mr. Tucker belabors. The Journal 
says: “The startling depth of ignorance displayed 
in this turns one giddy as he gazes into the bottom- 
less abyss of confusion that yawns before him.” The 
facts are that the people of the country hav consented 
—openly and affirmativly, or silently by acquiescence 
—to voluntarily cooperate (we believe that to bea 
good Anarchistic phrase) in the education of their 
children in the simpler branches of learning which 
everyone agrees are indispensable to the welfare of 
At any rate, all parents are agreed 
(and even individualistic philosophers admit the 
right of parents over young and helpless children)— 
all of them—to teach their offspring such things as 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and a few other studies, 
and they voluntarily cooperaie—I thank thee, Jew, 
for teaching me that word—by establishing public 
schools. Then slong comes a Ohristian, a lot of 
them, who say to each other, “Why not make the 
teacher also train our children in our religious ideas? 
It will save us trouble, and our children must be 
taught these ideas some way.” So, being in the ma- 
jority, and the teacher being nothing loth, they add 
religion to the curriculum adopted by the voluntary 
cooperators. This, of course, is an infringement of 
the rights of the others; a piece of majority despot- 
ism. But by and by the voluntary cooperators win 
over to their side, by argument and persuasion, 
enough of the despots to help them rid themselvs of 
these riders of the fanatics, and they throw off the 
excrescence and return to their first plan upon which 
all are agreed. Is there any inequity in that? Are 
the rights of any invaded? Surely not. They 
might and would be if the objectors to religious 
teaching turned about and taught irreligion, but this 
they do not do. The inequity in the matter is when 
the children are taught something to which their 
parents object. But no one objects to the simple 
branches of secular knowledge. Even Catholics ad- 


is unanswerable. 


then, hav, so far as they hav gone, but replaced in- 
equity with equity. 

The only valid point which the Anarchists, or, as 
perhaps they prefer to be called, the Individualists, 
hav made against our school system is that it is un- 
fair to tax one man to educate another man’s child. 
It is, they affirm, an injustice to force the Oatholic 
to pay a school tax when he is supporting a parochial 
schoo! in which his child is receiving what, in his 
ignorance, he thinks is a sufficient education. From 
the standpoint of rigid individualism the objection 
But the individualist should re- 
member that the world is imperfect, that nearly all 
people sometimes need a policeman, that government 
is an absolute necessity. The Jeffersonian principle— 
and that is the American principle—is to hav as little 
government as possible, but some we must hav. 
The consent of the governed is the base of repub- 
licanism. Now, in order to do away with the pa- 
triarchal government of Jehovah, as formed by his 
self-elected apostles, and the despotism of a ozar 
ruling an ignorant and brutal race, the children must 
be educated. Ignorant people compel stern rule to 
keep them from murdering and robbing each other. 
In regard to the Catholics, the objection to forcing 
them to pay schoo] tax may be somewhat cavalierly, 
but justly, dismissed as we hav before intimated by 
transferring their school money to the fund for main- 
taining reformatories and state prisons, so that they 
will get its full benefit. With others, it may be said 
that compulsory education and its support is directly 
tending to reduce to a minimum the amount of gov- 
ernment necessary. What they lose in school tax is 
made up by reducing taxes for other purposes—such 
as poor farms, etc. So, on the whole, admitting that 
government is a necessity—and no sane person will 
deny this—schools for the teaching of secular knowl- 
edge may be maintained without impairing the pe- 
cuniary rights of any individual. At first blush, it 
may seem apparent that Mr. Walker is under no sort 
of obligation to educate Mr. Jones’s boy; but he 
will find it cheaper in the long run to do it, other- 
wise he might find it necessary to board him in some 
poorhouse—though, of course, he will quickly deny 
that there exists any logical reason why he should 
help support a poorhouse. But theory in this matter 
is one thing; facts are another, and facts hav the 
better of the argument. As Colonel Ingersoll once 
said about the tariff discussion—the freetraders hav 
all the arguments and the protectionists all the facts; 
so it is with the individualists and the supporters of 
government. 

But these metaphysical distinctions can be well 
deferred till the Catholics and Protestants are made 
aware that the people belonging to neither sect hav 
rights as well as themselvs. 


——_——— 
The Canadians and the “ Age of Reason.” 

This from the Montreal Star explains itself : 

** Some time ago the importation into Canada of Paine's 
* Age of Reason’ was forbidden, and copies were seized at 
Toronto and Montreal. A suit was entered against the col- 
lector of the port of Montreal, but was lost on a technicality. 
The Montreal Pioneer Freethought Club determined to test 
the question, whether this work could be placed under the 
ban as ‘immoral and obscene,’ and they hay lately imported 
a number of copies from the United States, which were 
entered at the custom house, and duty paid on them without 
comment from the officials. It appears that the censorship 
has been relaxed.” 

The Canadian Secular Union, through its presi- 
dent, Robert C. Adams, now proposes to learn how 
the custom officials at Toronto regard the * Age of 
Reason.” If they class it among the “immoral and 
obscene " works published by certain Christians who 
would sell their Lord himself for a few dollars, then 
President Adams will be heard from. 

The Canadian custom officials hav in the past 
shown themselvs to be queerly constructed mentally. 
Not only hav they confiscated Paine’s “Age of 
Reason" as an immoral book, but they hav been 
absurd enough to confiscate Colonel Ingersoll's 
writings on the same grossly libelous charge. And 
a postmaster up there a few months ago destroyed 
Tur Truru Szexers addressed to a subscriber. We 
were collecting evidence against the scoundrelly 
official, when the sudden death of the subscriber 
rendered it useless. The customs officers seem to be 
constituted judge, jury, and executioner by the 
‘Canadian law, and with their Middle Age religious 
bigotry can condemn anything opposed to Christian- 
ity as immoral. It is high time that the law was 


mit their use and necessity. The Milwaukee board, | changed. 


. toward the support of the cartoons. 
_ some new subscribers. 
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Zetters from friends. 


New OnLEANS, La., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Evitor: I inclose you $2 to *' help continue the pict- 


" ures. » Hoping that success may crown the effort, I am, 


ures. 


‘Yours in unbelief, F. S. Ganrer. 


BanrLETT, DAK., Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Herewith find $3.25 for one year’s renewal to 
Tar Terura SEEKER and the Annuar. Continue the pict- 
t Very tı truly yours, E. Sura. 


GREENSBURG, Pa., Jan. 8, 1890. 
‘Mr. Eprron: I send money for renewal, a new subscriber, 


nd three Annuars. I vote in favor of pictures and John 


-Peck and the Truth Seeker Company forever, amen. 
';UB pray. 


Joan S. BYERS. 


Dersorr, Mioa., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4—$3 for renewal, 


twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and seventy-five cents 


I will try and send you 


Respectfully yours, E. CnpoPz. 


San José, CaL., Jan. 4, 290. 
Mz. EDITOR: Please find inclosed $8 for one new sub 


. &criber, a thorough Infidel, one who has come to stay, and 


votes for both pictures. I think that I can get some more. 


1 sent on December 23d for ANNUALS, fifty cents. - 


Which I hope they will. 


' times are hard. 
` Keep them up. 


R. L. Trrvs. 


Norta BALTIMORE, O., Jan. 9, 1890. 
* Mz. Eprror: I send you $9.84 for books, to help out on 
^the picture question, hoping it will be as good as a few new 
‘subscribers, who are hard to get in this God’s country. By 
all means keep Heston at work. S. M. Bowzz. 


HiegraNps, N. J., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: The ANNUAL came to hand in good condition, 
and I am very much pleased with it. I will come to the city 
the last of this month and will cail at the office, and giv 
the money for the pictures, if they are going to be continued, 
Ws. L. Jonnson. 


San Franorsoo, CaL., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: [like Taz Trurs SEEKER first-rate. It isa 
good eye-opener for Christians. Heston’s cartoons are just 
.splendid. I hope you will continue them as heretofore. I 
win try and get you subscribers among my friends. 
Yours respectfully, WM. THOMP80N. 


OVERBROOK, Kax., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mz. Énrron: I hav tried to get new subscribers, but the 
In regard to the pictures, they are all right. 
You are not publishing a paper to suit the 
‘orthodox or Roman Catholics. If the pictures hurt their 
~ feelings, why, that is the design of the artist, I suppose. 
H. W. Core. 


BoAPPoosE, ORE., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Éprron: I think you should continue the pictures. 
They attract attention to foolish and immoral and improb- 
able and ridiculous passages of the Holy Queer. There is 
“no weapon as strong as ridicule. Inclosed find money for 


“the Annuar and books according to subjoined list. - 


W. W. Wzer. 


. GiraenT, Inp., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I would like to send my vote in favor of the 
illustrations in the shape of a new subscriber or 1wo, but it 
cannot be done in this Christ-cursed community. I sincerely 
hope, however, that the illustrations will be sustained—even 
if it does bring me in the range of Brother Parton’s shot. 
Very truly yours, R. C. ALLEN. 


. . WARRENBSBURG, Mo., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav not been able to get any additional 
subscription; hav not been able to try much, for I cannot 
get about on account of my health. The cartoons I like very 
much, Ithink them good object-lessons, and doing good. 
I herewith send you a list of names for sample copies, as you 
request. Yours for the truth, O. D. Wiuu4Ms. 


BzaookrvN, N. Y., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Please place the inclosed $1 to my credit. 
No one is more anxious to forward the paper than myself, 
but these people are so stupid. However, I keep the papers 
in circulation, and may hav done good without my knowing 
of it. I generally place them on our counter picture up; 
any person can hav them, and they never remain long. 
Cori MoLarry. 


l ALEXANDRIA, OnT., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mz. Epor: I inclose $4—$3 for Taz Teura SEEKER 
another year, twenty-five cents for the ANSUAL, and the bal- 


Yours, 


,.ance for the pictures, which I hope will be continued on 


. both sides. I hav lost many books through the mail, which 

I suppose were confiscated by our Canadian bigots in cus- 
tom houses or post-offices. Cnas. LAPEROHE. 
Rooxx River, ©., Jan. 12, 1890. 

Me. Epiror: As an old man, I must say the illustrations of 

the Hebrew scriptures in Tug TRUTH BEEKER are ‘‘ point- 

ers ” as to the Christian religion as I read it. The phantom 


© ‘Jesus Christ is the most colossal of all swindles;.and the 


, year. 
the saintly, now as in the past, 


most dangerous to illustrate in burlesque, as you know finan- 
cial ruin and wreck of the office over your head would result 
_from illustrationsof New Testament characters inside of one 
Oh, gentle and sweet and forgiving is the spirit of 
Don't tempt them. 
SILAS GLEASON. 


Let | 


‘| States. 


| Paron Grove, Wis., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Enrror: I renew my subscription and send twenty- 
five cents for the ANNUAL. As to the illustrations, I think 
those upon the first page are good in sentiment and point, 
but think those upon the last page are coarse and not caleu- 
lated to help our cause except in rare cases. As to new sub- 


scribers, I wish I could send some, but cannot get them' 


H. F. Youna. 


WAYXLAND, Mios., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I am sorry that I cannot get a new sub- 
scriber for THe Truro SEEEKER in this place. Some are too 
poor, and some hold too fast on the almighty dollar. Pict- 
ures or no pictures, you can count in me as a subscriber. 
Inclosed please find $1; send me two copies of the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL and other books as follows. 
Yours, Josera WENZEL. 


here. 


Tynassoro, Mass., Jan. 12, 290. 
Mr. Eprror : I think Heston’s front-page pictures are 
usually good, some very good. Their worst fault is the 
coarseness of the engraving. The Bible portraits are pretty 
rough. If they could be toned down to decency they would 
better befit the dignity of a sensible paper. If the Bible is 
as vile as averred | by its assailants, why should they por- 

tray it? Joan P. GurD. 


Onivz, CaL., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5 for two subscribers for the 
glorious old TRUTH SEEKER. I hav succeeded in getting a 
new subscriber. I may get you one or more subscribers yet. 
I was anxious to hav you get them in order to keep up the 
pictures, which I think are not to be dispensed with, as I 
know there are many that look at the pictures that would 
not touch the paper otherwise, and then will read more or 

less. I lend mine out. J. Q. SHOEMAKER. 


Yuma, CoL., Jan. 5, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Find inclosed $8.25 for my subscription and 
the Annuar. I hav the promis of one new subscriber and 
the half promis of several more. It would be my wish to 
hav the pictures continued. Heston's pictures don’t ‘‘ shock ” 
me half so much as the thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis and 
dozens of other chapters in the ** blessed Bible.” When the 
Holy Queer passes out of existence then we can retire Heston 

on full pay, and all will be well. Lyman. W. LELAND. 


Ravenna, Mion., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprtror : My subseription is in advance for quite a while 
yet, but as I want the paper illustrated, I will send you a lit- 
tle help, and new subscribers also if I can. I feel that this 
religious question is one of the greatest now before the 
world. It will take hard fighting to down it. Inclosed 
please find $2, for which I wish you to send me the TRUTH 
BEEKER ANNUALS for 1889 and 1890, and the balance use for 

the picture fund. James F. TIBBITS. 


Luray, Va., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I wish to tell you what I think of Tur 
TauTH SEEKER. It is the best paper I ever saw. I hope it 
wil do much good. I wish the hypocrits would all read it. 
I hope you will be able to continue the pictures. I will send 
you some postage stamps; please send me extra copies. I 
will try to get a new subscriber. I will do my best. Tell 
Mr. John Peck to strike them heavy—that it takes heavy 

blows to hav any effect. G. D. DADISMAN. 


CLARKSVILLE, IA., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Send me the Annuar. I shall vote for the 
pictures. "They are great object-lessons, not only to Liber- 
als, but to the great army of non-combatants. It must not 
be thought the victory will be won by throwing cotton balls, 
nor need it be expected that the change sought to be effected 
will be a painless one. If the pictures disturb the equanim- 
ity of the Christian, so much the better. It ought to be 

done. E. FowrzE. 


Moont Preasant, Pa., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Taz Teura SEEKER for January 4th failed to 
reach me, reasons unknown; unless, perhaps, it may be 
that the Holy John Wanamaker, or eome of his Christian 
cronies in postal Offices, interrupted its progress hither. All 
I know is that it has not arrived, and I miss it sorely, for it 
propounds things which are in accord with my sentiments of 
right and justice. And the pictures are excellent illustrations 

of the texts chosen. James RODGERS. 


FAIBBURY, NEB., Jan. 7, 1890.. 
Mz. Eprror: I hav been trying to get new subscribers for 
Tar Terora Szexsr, but hav not succeeded. I think this 
town one of the worst priest-ridden of any in the United 
I like the cartoons in Tug TRuTH SEEKER first. rate. 
I hope to see them continued. Inclosed please find $5—$3 
for Taz TRUTH BEEKER, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, 
ten cents for hooks for the TzurH SEEKER Binder, twenty- 

five cents for the ** Bible Inquirer,” balance for cartoons. 
Respectfully, Ben TURNER. 


MriwsNEsOTA Lage, Minn., Dec. 26, 1889. 

Mz. Epiror: Please find inclosed m: ney for subscription 
and the Annuar. Iam trying to get you new subscribers. 
I want to see the pictures. I learn a good deal from the 
paper. Do not be discouraged; your paper is the best 
which I read, and I cannot get along without it. On Oc- 
tober 24th we lost a true Liberal, my brother, Dr. Glick, at 
Omaha, Neb. He practiced medicin there. He is gone, 
after suffering many years with pains in his stomach, which 
came from life in Siberia. He was a good man in his pro- 
fession; he helped the poor all that was in his power, and 
gave them medicin free. He was free from superstition, 
‘snd he was against all tyrannical power. He was afraid of 


no king, church, priest, czar, devil, or God, as long ‘as he 
tried to do what was right to mankind. E. S. Quiok. 


Creamery, Monr;, Jan. 5, 1890 

Mr. Enpitor: Please find inclosed twenty-five cents for the 
TEUTH BzgEkkER ANNUAL. It would, I think, help Free- 
thought, also your paper, to at least do away with the pict- 
ures on the last page of THE TRUTH BERKER. I am fond of 
arguments, and hav many with my Christian friends. Were 
it not for those coarse pictures. your paper would furnish 
us with many a text, but as it is, I do not care. to show it to 


folks. PersonallyI hav no objection, but owing to the illus- 
trations the paper fails in its purpose, its usefulness. Iam, 
sir, _ Bespeettully, F. LaTUs. 


“Yankton, 8. D., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Enpiror: I hav tried to get some new subscribers for 
Tse Trot SEEKER, but am unable to do so, and am not 
able to giv anything to maintain the illustrations of Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER. I will be satisfied either way. I take the 
paper because I like it; and you are the one to decide in the 
matter. I would like to help if I could. I hav found by 
reading your paper that some of the Liberal element are very 
egotistical and dogmatic. But I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
very much, and especially Peck and Ingersoll. I inclose 

sum for renewals, ANNUALS, and books according to liat. 

W. H. WznpzsANGE. 


Oro, Ia., Jan. 7, 290. 
Mr. Epıror: Inclosed find $5.50, for which please fill the 
inclosed list of orders. A word about those pictures. I 
cannot speak for the people of the East, but they just suit 
the West. So I cast my vote for the pictures. Iam afraid 
we soon wil hav to do without them, as Heston's health is 
very poor, his friends and relativs tell me. I wish to gay a 
word to the friends of Taz Trura BzrkER. In renewing 
your subscription send for some book or books. Ihav done 
so for several years. I do not see how any good Liberal can 
do without TuE Truru Bzzxz&. I hav taken it ever since it 

started in Illinois, and expect to as long as I can read. 
Yours as ever, 8. R. Day. 


BSzATTLE, Wasa., Jan. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $8 for Taz TRUTA SEEKER and 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. Your appeal to the Liber- 
als some time ago to secure each one & new subscriber in 
order to maintain the illustrations, i8 heartily indorsed as far 
as the spreading of Liberal literature is concerned, but as to 
the pictures I hav some doubt as to whether they are a bene- 
fit to your esteemed paper or not. Mr. Heston no doubt 
manifests great skill in drawing satirical scenes; but in draw- 
ing sublime and solemn scenes, like the victory of science 
and Freethought over superstition and ignorance, the carica- 

tures of these personalities are simply ridiculous. 
Wa. RapLorr. 


Parsons, KAN., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: With due respect for honest opinion, I fully 
indorse the noble sentiments of Ella E. Gibson, Barre, Mass. 
The cartoons must be continued. Discontinuance is a 
retreat. Hetreat means truckling, cowardice, great loss and 
little gain. Cartoons giv through the eye vivid conceptions 
which the deluded, prejudiced brain is often unable other- 
wise to grasp. They attract attention by exciting a sense of 
the ridiculous in its true light. Curiosity is aroused. A 
turning of the leaves, a little reading, and investigation fol- 
lows in their train. Doubt follows investigation ; and when 
this sets in the delusion is gone. I worked two long years 
for four subscriptions. I can renew them in the spring with 

eight or ten more. M. WiriLIsGTON. 


PorTLAND, ORE., Jan. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I notice there are some people against the 
cartoons, but, I am glad, only very few, and I hope these 
few will change their minds soon. Cannot anyone read a 
good deal out of those pictures? I say, yes, he can. By 
those pictures most readers hav learned a good deal more 
than from any other Liberal paper without the pictures. 
Mr. F. Lessmann gathered six more subscribers for Tur 
Teura SEgKER on account of the pictures. I know you 
would not hav near as many subscribers out where I hav 
been but for them. They told me they keep Tar TguTH 
SEEKER on account of the pictures. That is the reason they 
like it better than any other Liberal paper. I will try my 

best to get subscribers. Keep on with the pictures. 
Yours truly, W. WEDEKEN. 


OXANNA, ALA., Jan. 9, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: Here is $5—$3 for my renewal, fifty cents for 
ANNUALS for last year and 1890, and the remaining $1.50 for 
the pictures. If the $1.50 is not the equivalent of a new 
subscriber, I will giv more if needed, if the pictures are con- 
tinued, which 1 certainly hope will be done. All the criti- 
cisms against the pictures that I hav seen up to date are dis- 
gustingly silly, viewed from my standpoint. It is a terrible 
thing to wound the tender feelings of a class of people who 
belong to organizations that hav murdered millions of their 
fellow.cregtures for difference of opinion, and who are 
striving to regain the power to do the same thing again. 

I could not get a subscriber in this part of our benighted 
country, but am willing to contribute money to keep the glo- 
rious TRUTH BEEKER up to its present standard of excellence. 

Very truly yours, Gro. GEER. 


PuEBLO, Cor., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send Tae Troura Srexer to the 
friend whose address I inclose, also send him and me each 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, Brother John Peck 
talks of the weak-knecd Liberals. There are such people, I 
know. Ilikethem. They are on theedgeof discovery. Let 
us be patient with them. They are just emerging from 
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the clouds of superstition. When the degradation of super- 
stition is pounded into us when young we cannot shake it 
off at once. But now I hav fully crossed the silly and fool- 
ish country of superstition and hav landed on good soil. 
Therefore I like John Peck. I like the pictures of Heston's. 
And I will say, as Brother Peck says, let each and all strike 
as hard a blow as he can in hisown way. When I see Chris- 
tians, I strike right and left with both fists. Sometimes I 
knock them down, with Ingersoll in one hand and John 
Peck in the other, and when I do not see them handy I grab 
hold of some other good Freethinker and hit them a blow 
with him. I want all the workers to keep steadily on, no 
matter what discouragement they may see at times. I in- 
tend to keep pounding until the last day in the afternoon. 
James R. De Gorrxy. 


Luray, Va., Jan. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed money order of $5 for 
the valuable TRUTH SEEKER for two years, and twenty-five 
cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. When I first noticed 
something said about voting on the pictures, I thought I 
could find plenty of objections to them. But since I hav 
been looking over the papers and thinking about the matter 
I must acknowledge that I hav become in favor of them. 
Christians here generally get disgusted at them at first sight. 
Why can they not as well be disgusted at the Bible as at a 
true picture of it? Simply because they do not read it. 
Then if we present the pictures to them and insist on their 
reading and comparing them with the Bible, we hava fair 
show to get their eyes open a little anyway. Therefore I 
must vote for the pictures to continue. I am sorry to tell 
you that people here are too superstitious to encourage a 
paper of Freethought and reform, therefore I cannot get any 
new subscribers, but thought that a two years’ subscription 
for myself might be about the same to you as one new one. 

M. V. Dapisman. 


Counorr. Brurrs, Ia., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Herewith I hand you the price of the ANNUAL 
for 1890. Iwouldnotlike to hav the pictures discontinued. 
Twice during the past few months they were omitted for a 
single issue on account of sickness of Mr. Heston, I believe. 
I missed them much for a single issue. The space they 
occupy is well filled. They are important. It seems to me 
that the person who finds them repulsiv and considers them 
blasphemy, is the kind to send for a “‘sky-pilot” when he 
thinks his time is short to liv. The shock to Christians at 
sight of them cannot be harder for them to stand than the 
' pictures they present of eternal punishment for all who do 
not believe as they do. I will pledge another subscriber 
within sixty days if the pictures are continued; even, if 
necessary, Will take a second copy myself, and hav one to 
giv away. I see the suggestion offered, that all the past 
illustrations be put in book form to help the work along. I 
will take three copies as soon as issued if this be done. Make 
it complete to 1890, and then a new volume every year. 
Yours very truly, H. J. Burn. 


Kenr, O., Jan. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I highly prize the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
and read it with unabated interest. I hope to meet its weekly 
greetings the rest of my life, as I hav now passed my seventy- 
third milestone. 

I wish to place myself on record as fully indorsing the 
course pursued by the late congress of the American Secular 
Union, notwithstanding Brother Burnham’s harsh, unfair, 
and uncalled.for criticism. If Mr. McGlynn and Mr. Savage 
can stand on our platform and help us in our Secular work, 

- it is none of my business how they may compromise or vio- 
late their religious sentiments. I will state my opinion of 
the cartoons. I wish them continued by all means, but I 
would be glad to see those on the last page discontinued. I 
wish no compromise in illustrating the myths, yarns, and 
absurdities of the Bible, yet I am very much opposed to 
such caricatures of humanity. It is their inhuman and 
vulgar appearance that shocks the finer feelings of those who 
object. In illustrating the absurdities of the Bible, it would 
not in the least detract from the object if the human appear- 
ance was as fairly represented as the monkey, or as tbe 
American Indian at the landing of Columbus. Such a change 
would remove all objections. Taos. C. HEIGHTON. 


SALEM, O., Jan. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I contribute my mite for the benefit of 
Brother Heston, to keep his illustrations in your paper be- 
fore the public. It is too late in the day to takea step back- 
ward, when an overwhelming majority of the contributors 
to Tug TRUTH BEEKER are in favor of the pictures. The 
Christians will laugh at our calamity; mock, deride, and 
grin with hellish delight at the downfall of Mr. Heston's 
cartoons. I hav two friends that I hav been laboring with 
for their subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and they claim 
to be very much interested in your paper. So I hav come to 
the conclusion to send your valuable paper to them for one 
year, gratis. Please find inclosed post-office order for $10— 
$3 for the renewal of my paper, $3 for each of my friends, 
and $1 for four ANNUALS. The illustrations must liv, and 
your subscribers will see to it that they do not die. If the 
finances get low during any period of the year, or even at 
the present time, on account of Mr. Heston's study and 
labor, then Jet the Editor make an appeal to those who hav 
voted to sustain the pictures, and every voter will, I think, 
respond with his little dollar. I would rather be assessed 
$5 per year than see the discontinuance of Mr. Heston's 
noble work in Tug TRUTA BEEKER. Siwgow BHARP. 


Avyzr, Mass., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav read the pros and cons of your sub. 
Berlbers relativ to the pictures. I am with the majority; in 


favor ofthe pictures. Heston puts it so that they that run 
can read, and the would-be blind are made to see in the pict- 
ures both the past and the prophetic. Bible adherents hav 
tried to picture the stories told therein; why should they 
object to Heston's illustrations? It is only a difference of 
imagination. The fault, if any, is in the stories, and here 
the shame comes too late. All stories appeal to the imagi- 
nation; and as no two imagin alike, why not be gentle with 
each other, as we are as to the color of the hair or eyes, or 
the size of the hand or foot, over all of which we hav no con- 
trol? Bo we would all differ with Heston as an illustrativ 
artist. Certainly the Bible-makers hav no reason to com- 
plain -when their example is followed. Now to the point. 
When we want a thing that is in the market, buy it. If 
Heston puts on the market what we want, pay for it. We 
must not be like children looking wistfully at peanuts hoping 
some one will giv them some. Put this ** V" down for the 
pictures. The only difference I see between Bible pictures 
and political cartoons is, the dead past is blind and insensi- 
ble, while the living present is alive and sensitiv. Success 
to Taz 'TzuTE SEEKER—tO all that brings light and freedom. 
Eran Myrrox. 


Pata, Ia., Jan. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz : I see there are quite a number of subscribers 
that oppose the cartoons. I think they are a good thing in 
several respects. Firet, they attract attention. Christians 
come to my house (I always hav Tur Trurs SEEKER lying 
on the stand), they see the pictures, then they want to know 
what they represent. They will then read the text below. 
They do not believe that is scripture, but Brother Heston 
accommodates them with chapter and verse. That starts 
them searching the Bible to see if Brother Heston has not 
lied. ln that way they become enlightened as to what is in 
the Bible, when you could not reach them in any other way. 
I hav done some missionary work, and I find nearly every 
one likes the cartoons. I believe they help to keep up tbe 
paper and giv it circulation. Of course, Samson, as he 
stands there with the jawbone in hand after the great slaugh- 
ter, certainly looks a little tough; but honestly I do not 
think the pictures overdrawn. He must hav even been a 
more hideous-looking monster. Tux TaurH Srexzr is full 
of solid argument, but you cannot get Christians to read it. 
They do not read such matter. Burlesque will excite them 
to investigate. I hav sent you nine subscribers all in the 
last year. You can credit five of them to the pictures. I 
hope to be able to send more this is year. H. M. Fisk. 


OVERTON, Ga., Jan. 7, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Some of your subscribers having given their 
views on the cartoons, I will here express mine. Those on 
the last page representing Bible myths and characters are 
worse than useless, and in many instances unfortunately 
drawn and liable to do more harm than good. They at best 
are but touches of the ludicrous, and excite mirth rather 
than appeal to the reason, and in some instances sport with. 
the noblest instincts of human nature. For instance, I will 
cite Eve weeping at the bier of Adam, and Jephtba returning 
from his victories and meeting his rejoicing daughter whom 
his rash vow had doomed to the altar of sacrifice. Now, 
whether Eve ever wept over Adam or not is immaterial, 
since the fact remains that women do weep, and who is 
more entitled to the enlightened sympathy of mankind than 
the poor woman who weeps for her dead husband while one 
son lies murdered and the other wanders an outlaw and a 
vagabond? Again, Jephtha may not hav made his terrible 
vow, and his daughter may not hav met the sacrifice, yet 
both were entirely possible, and the story as told is one of 
the most pathetic in the literature of all the world. On the 
other hand, the cartoons on the first page are good, and in 
many instances happy hits. The scathing attacks on the 
church, the representations of the mighty weight and march 
of Freethought in spite of all opposition, and the flagella- 
tions which Mr. Heston givs Comstock, are all superb, and 
his ‘‘What Ought to be Done with Sam Jones” perfectly 
fills the bill. J. E. B. 


HazwioH, Mass., Jan. 7, 290. 
Mr. Eprror: I am either sad, sorry, or sulky to think that 
among so many *' Liberals " of this town, and some of them 
in very good financial circumstances, I cannot get one sub- 
scriber for our paper. I say ‘‘our” paper because it should 


` be ** of the people, for the people, and by the people;" or at 


least of the Liberals, for the Liberals, and by the Liberals. 
Those that are able ought to feel responsible enough to sub- 
scribe for themselvs, if not for others. Now, to use a famil. 
iar expression, *'the head is right but the heart is not;" and 
I think if some smart lecturer should drift around this way 
and wake us up the heart would become right. We used to 
hav Liberal lecturers often, but for several years last past 
hav had scarcely any. I hav not the means to take the 
responsibility of defraying expenses—would that I had—but 
will do double duty. We need a Secular Union here, and, 
asIhav hinted above, if we wake up perhaps one can be 
started here. I appreciate Tux TRUTH SEEKER—yes, and all 
the other Liberal papers, but being unable to pay forallI 
cling to the one which I think is unexcelled. As to the pict- 
ures, those on the front page are faithful portrayals of things 
transpiring to-day, while the serio-comic ones on the last 
page are just sarcastic enough to fit the lying, silly tales of 
the ‘‘ Holy Queer.” Just imagin how futil they would be 
were Samson made to look like Colonel Ingersoll—respect- 
able. They would giv the H. Q. a respectability it does not 
deserve, instead of that aspect which better comports with 
the ridiculous narrations which abound in the barbarous 
book. When we read the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments” 
or “ Gulliver's Travels” it is understood by sll that they 
make no pretensions to be true narrations, but the bamboo- 
gled readers of the Holy Queer believe, or pretend to, that it 


vi 


is sacred and infallible; and nothing but strong, radical, 
iconoclastic words or pictures will adequately show up the 
shameful stories as they deserve to be shown. : 
I send money for the ANNUAL. 
I would like to know how Father Hacker'd*circumstances 
are since he is left alone.: B. F. ROBBINS. 


Mr. Wasamerton, Inb., Dec. 23, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: The one thing that surprises me most is, 
how men of even average intelligence can pass over without: 
inquiry the numerous discrepancies of the Christian religion. 
Last night at a Baptist church the minister, after referring 
at length to the various institutions of civilization, said that 
the institutions of all kinds that were good, such as hospitals, 
colleges, etc., all owed their origin and support to Chris- 
tianity; and gave as proof the ‘‘fact” that in no heathen 
lands where Christ had not been preached were any such 
institutions existing, and then on the heel of that doubtful 
*' fact? thanked God that Christ had been preached in all of 
God's creation. Does not that preclude the possibility of 
there being any heathen lands where he has not been preached, 
and does it not make the whole thing sophistical? 

A few evenings ago a “ Rev.” Bro. Clem preached a revi- 
val sermon here, and among his ''facts" was the assertion 
that faith is more powerful than floods, earthquakes, fires, 
water, or even all of the silent forces of nature. How any 
sensible man can believe any such stuff, I am at a loss to 
understand. Has anyone ever witnessed an exhibition of 
faith attended with such results—the Johnstown flood, or 
any of the great earthquakes ? Possibly he meant the faith 
that showed its strength with such destructiv power in the 
days of the Inquisition, and other kindred times. 

My vote is for the pictures to continue. I will get the 
subscriber if possible. But in a place like this, of about one 
thousand inhabitants and four churches, it will not be easy. 
Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL. Yours for liberty, J. W. SLAYTON. 


Sr. Jonns, ARIZ., Jan. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: First permit me to ask, Who the deuce is 
Parton? Is he, or it, some old woman's bugaboo, set up to 
frighten little children? If I understand the matter, Parton 
is simply a member of the genus omo, and as such no more 
than a simple unit in the great family of humanity. This 
being true, then why 80 much Parton this or Parton that? 
All this Partonism sounds of bugabooism, and reminds me 
of the old woman in Fielding, who was not going to be 
eternally ‘‘badgered by every ragmotical villain in the 
country.” No one questions Mr. Parton’s right to his in- 
dividual opinions, but for me they cut no further figure in 
the case at issue. His “opinion” has no more weight in 
the ethics of ‘‘ this or that,” than would the opinion of any 
one of the thousands of intelligent readers of Taz Trura 
BgEekER. I suppose if Mr. Heston should caricaturize (ex- 
cuse the coinage) some of the absurdities contained in any 
other book, or the political follies of either of the political 
parties, or the like, it would, in the “ eminent” opinion of 
Parton, be perfectly legitimate. 'To my mind the strictures 
of Parton are indicativ of a certain amount of toadyism to 
the old worn-out and threadbare superstitions of the Bible, 
and to that sentiment which ascribes to it divine origin. Mr. 
Heston is certainly doing for our cause precisely that which 
Mr. Nast did, through the medium of Harper’s Weekly, for 
the cause of political reforms, neither more nor less. All in 
all, Mr. Heston’s cartoons are excellent, and they are doing 
an immense amount of good by illustrating to the eye, and 
thence to the mind, the great quantity of grossness, bosh, and 
twaddle to be found in that rankest of humbugs known to 
the nineteenth century, yclept the ** holy Bible.” 

ALBERT F. Banta. 
Rep Canon, Wyo., Jan. 10, 290. 

Msz. Epiror: The love of the ridiculous can hardly be 
called a gross taste. From the amorba to man we find that 
mirthfulness vastly predominates at the human extreme of 
the gradation of life. 

Ridícule tends to degrade something from a relativly higher 
to a lower place. 

Religion has been a thing exalted to the mind of man for 
many generations. 

It has been built up on a trestle-work of lies. When the 
ax of ridicule demolishes this trestle-work every lover of 
truth should rejoice. 

Aristocracy, despotism, and religion hav, from their 
exalted positions, ever been in dread of the demolishing 
power of ridicule; thus they hav decried it as low and 
vulgar. 

As far as we are able to comprehend the mental processes 
of animals, wit and ridicule seem to be as rare and little 
developed in them 88 the analytical and cause-discovering 
faculties of reason. "Therefore, upon the philosophy of evo- 
lution there would seem more propriety in classifying mirth- 
fulness among the higher faculties. It seems to me that 
Heston has done a good work in widening the application 
and utility of ridicule. 

Pictorial ridicule vs. religion has its pioneer in Heston. In 
a few yearsall Liberals will cease to regard the tactics of 
ridicule with disgust, when ridicule is directed against the 
highly venerable institutions of religion. Like all new ideas, 
Heston’s cartoons naturally meet with some Opposition. 

The despotisms of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eight- 
eenth centuries would never hav endured such ridicule as 
Puck and Judge now direct against our famous officials and 
politicians. Heston has directed some of the same article 
against the clergy, the ehurch, and the Bible. Other men 
will soon take up his idea, and before many years things 
sacred will be treated by ridicule with as much Impunity as 
things political. Onas. E. Boynton, B.S., M.D, 
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Edited Miss Susan H. Wixosm, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
Wben the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That ig known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Osman’s First Speech. 


Osman waa a little child, 
And still quite young and tender, 
With short brown hair and quick gray eyes, 
And stature small and slender. 
Experience, then, had he none, 
And little knew of others, 
When he was sent to district school, 
With sister and three brothers. 


Ere this, but once had he been there, 
The day before vacation, 

When all the pupils showed their skill 
At song and declamation, 

Since then he, too, had learned a piece, 
In hia mind far excelling : 

The best one there; and this to prove 
He e'er was more than willing. 


So happily he went to school 
This morning warm and sunny, 
Resolved that should the chance ocour, 
He'd speak his piece so funny. 
The teacher was a lady tall, 
Brown-eyed, with manner kindly, 
Who always won her pupils’ love, 
And never ruled them blindly. 


The day passed on, & thousand things 
The little novice learning, 

And as he in his little mind 
These many things was turning; 

He now and then would epeak aloud, 
The pupils round disturbing; 

And go the teacher thought to chide, 
His lively spirits curbing. 


* Don't speak aloud, my little man,” 

Quite mildly said the teacher ; 

With confidence that might belong 
To orator or preacher 

He stepped before the school and spoke 
Of “Jim Crow,” and his cawing, 

The teacher with surprise quite mute, 
Tho acholars all ha-haing. 


The teacher's words had passed unheard, 
Except she spoke of speaking ; 

He; joyful, thought that now had come 
The chance that he was seeking ; 

With tact the teacher passed it o'er, 
And eagh one then returning 

. To book and slate, completed well 

The lessons they were learning. 


sary to remove the anthers before they burst, | Of any more to write I will close. 


and at the same time, by means of a fine 
gauze or otherwise, to prevent the visits of 
insects which might convey pollen from an- 
other flower and thus effect an undesirable 
cross. 

This sometimes happens. A flower in good 
form, but defectiv in color, is perhaps crossed 
with another which is faulty in shape but of 
novel and desirable shade. A weakly grown 
variety may be used in an effectiv way in a 
combination with stronger grown, lacking 
the particular qualities of the former. As 
with the “ grandfather” and '* grandmother,” 
Mr. Bertermann pointed out where, breeding 


We older folks make like mistakes— 
Oft, by misunderstanding, 
Get plunged in water deep and cold, 
And some can't make the landing; . 
May strength and wisdom help us find 
The right which we are seeking, 
And all mishaps as well result 
.. As Oasie’s with his speaking. 
.. Jan. 14, 1890. A. LAURIE Sartor. 
: eor 


A Kinship of Flowers. 
Wiliam Bertermann talked to a reporter 


.' from behind a bank of roses of all tints and 


‘. hues. i 


, he. 
` careful breeding.  Flower-breeding has be- 


. *'*'This rose is a brother of this one,” said he, 
as he laid out two beautiful flowers of the deep 
pink variety. ‘‘ Here is the grandfather of 
these two,” continued he, as he placed upon 
the counter a splendid red rose on a spind- 
ling stock, ‘‘and here is the grandmother.” 

The latter was a small white rose of unat- 


_tractiv appearance but upon a rugged stalk. 


< Then Mr. Bertermann pointed out the cousins 
and aunts and uncles and other relativs of the 
; flowers he had exhibited. 


“It’s just like raising horses or hogs,” said 
** The stock is continually improved by 


come a science, and, by crossing the best 
varieties every year, new and more beautiful 
flowers are being grown. A man who ceased 
. to be a floríst ten years ago could not go into 


. .8 first-class flower garden now and recognize 


many of the flowers that we deal in most 
extensivly. There has been a mixture of 


` blood, so to speak, until nearly all the old. 


.time flowers hav lost their identity. Nearly 


all the flowers sold now are hybrids, or 


` crosses between the most desirable old stocks.” 
Mr. Bertermann then explained the process 


v of hybridization, the mere operation of which 
, is easy enough. 


It is simply necessary to 
carry the pollen by means of a camel’s hair 
: brush, or otherwise, from one blossom and 
., place it on the stigmatic surface of the flower 
of the other, or seed-bearer. A colony of bees 
. in a flower garden will do the work better 
than it can be done with a brubh. They con- 
.,Btantly carry the pollen from one flower to 


«another, but, of course, there is no system 
: .about the crosses they bring about. 
-- hybridization is attempted the florist must be 


When 


_ certain that the plants are receptiv. As a 
rule, by close observation the florist may be- 


<, come able to tell when to apply the pollen. 


` Not a few plants develop stigmas and anther 


the dark red rose, supported by a weak stalk, 
to the puny white rose on a healthy stalk, a 
splendid pink rose supported by a well devel- 
oped stalk, was produced. Sometimes the 
florists’ ideal is kept so constantly in sight 
that the pollen of a particular strain becomes 
more or less futil. Growers of cyclamen and 
gladiola habitually call in the aid of a micro- 
scope to determin the state of the pollen ina 
highly bred seedling. If it is found to be 
uneven, not plump, clear, and regular in size 
and outline, the plant is discarded as a prop- 
agator, and another chosen which promises 
to allow the desired results in size, form, and 
color of flowers. 

Hybrids between two distinct genera are 
by no mèans common. Mr. Bertermann cited 
one example in philageria, a cross between 
the beautiful and climbing Lapageria roses 
and the bushy Thilesia buxofolio, which is 
intermediate between its two parents though 
not nearly so desirable as either. Species of 
the same genus frequently refuse altogether 
to cross with each other, and some again will 
cross only one way. Florists, however, hav 
never been able to lay down any definit rule, 
aud exceptions can only be learned by experi- 
ence. For the most perfect and symmetrical 
flowers it is best to select single flowers which 
are most perfect in their petals for seed bear- 
ers. Another interesting fact is that single 
or semi-double sorts with perfect carrolas 
will produce double fiowers of a regular, 
symmetrical formation. 

“Its a fascinating business,” said Mr. Ber- 
termann, ‘fand the only trouble is, florists 
who make a business of raising flowers for 
the market, as we do, hav not the time to 
devote to hybridization. That work is done 
most successfully by gentlemen who make 
the business a constant study. The best man 
at hybridization in Indiana, perhaps, is the 
fiorist at Pardue University. He makes the 
breeding of flowers a specialty and is cer. 
tainly very proficient in the business.” 

** Are artificial colorings much used now ?” 

* Very little a8 compared with former 
times, for the reason that all tinta can be ob. 
tained by hybridization. Cut white fiowers 
are sometimes placed in ink and by absorp- 
tion they take on a bluetint. And then roses 
are sometimes given a blue tint by placing 
about their roots iron dust from around an- 
vils in blacksmiths’ shops. : 

“I observed a strange thing recently. I 
had placed some hyacinths in water, and 
after they had stood for a while the color all 
left them. In handling the earthen pots in 
which they were placed their departed color 
stuck to my hands from the outside of the 
pots. The water, it seemed, had drawn the 
coloring matter all out of the flowers and it 
had settled on the outside of the earthen- 
ware.” 

ee 
Correspondence. 


Lisson, IA., Jan. 19, 1890. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I inclose a poem 
which perhaps you can make use of in the 
Children’s Corner, which I fear is too good a 
place for it, for I hav always esteemed very 
highly the Children’s Corner and its estimable 

editress. . 

With best wishes for its success, I remain, 

Yours truly, A. LAURIE BAILOR. 


[Thanks for your good opinion. We are 
glad to hear from you again. The Corner 
wil never be ''too good a place" for any- 
thing you may favor it with.—Ep. C. C.] 


CERYL, NEB., Jan. 25, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My school is out now. 
I am nine years old. I like to read the 
Children’s Corner. I received for Christmas 
your book “The Story Hour," and I had to 
laugh to see the picture of the milk made on 
the wrong side of the cow. Ilike my book 
very welland Ilike to read the stories in it. 
Ithink little Susie must hav been a beautiful 
little girl; it was a pity she had to be taken 
away. I think I will always remember that 
story about her. All of us hav a very bad 
cold; my mamma is almost sick with a bad 
cold. We are talking of leaving the country 
if we can get our things sold off. We will go 


Your Freethinker friend, 
Maun A. OLMBTEAD. 


Crpak Laxe, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1890. 

Dear Aunt Susan: May I address you so, 
for I think you must be very tired of that oft- 
repeated '* Dear Miss Wixon?” I confess I 
am. I like the way George J. Remsburg ad- 
dresses you much better, and his letters are 
worth reading, too. We often wish we could 
Bee one of his papers, the Golden Dawn. 

My pa has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER as 
long as I hav lived. I am nearly fourteen, 
and I hay always had Freethought papers 
and books to read. We take a paper for 
every day in the week. I take the Woman’s 
Tribune, & woman's rights paper, and the 
Golden Days, a story paper. 

The young people of the Corner often 
solicit correspondents, but I hav been very 
unfortunate, as I hav written to two of them, 
and my letters were never answered. I do 
not like to be treated in that way. I now 
invite the girls and boys of our Corner to 
write to me and I will promis to answer all 
letters to the best of my ability. 

We hav just finished reading ‘‘ Looking 
Backward.” We three, my father, my 
mother, and myself, read it aloud. We are 
delighted with it. We liv in the country on 
a farm, and I attend a district school. Our 
scenery is most beautiful. I delight in mak- 
ing sketches. Some of our friends think I 
am quite an artist. I can enlarge small pho.- 
tographs to life-sized portraits with pencil or 
crayon on cards 22x28 inches. I hav had two 
of my pictures on exhibition this summer. 
My instructor is Prof. Cal Perry, of Delphi, 
N. Y. I should like to enlarge a picture of 
Aunt Susan, though I fear she will think I 
ask too much for my work, for I get $10 a 
picture. 

We took great pleasure in reading the 
‘Visit to Philadelphia." Do not forget to 
write to me soon. I will now close my third 
letter to the Corner. Expa 8. Birraes. 

[Elda is one of our best girls. The world 
will hear from her by and by, for her mind 
is being prepared by good reading and high 
thinking for real work. All our time is fully 
occupied, and although we would be de. 
lighted to answer every letter we receive, 
yet it is impossible to do so. But our kind 
interest and good wishes are for Elda and 
forall. Yes; Elda may call us aunt if she 
likes. All good titles are in order—be they 
aunt, cousin, sister, friend, or teacher.—Ep. 
C. C.] ; 

A Predatory Rog Outwitted. 

The other day a spaniel that had a bad 
habit of stealing poultry was seen approach- 
ing the house at a moderate trot with a large 
rooster in his mouth. The fowl seemed to be 
defunct, and so the spaniel evidently thought, 
for being somewhat wearied by his excursion, 
aud the weather being warm, he laid down 
his prey for a moment in order to rest. But 
the rooster was alive and in full possession of 
all his faculties, for no sooner did he feel him- 
self released from the jaws of tke fell beast 
that had captured him than he fluttered his 
wings and struggled up among the branches 
of a convenient tree. The dog was so as- 
tounded at this miracle, as it must hav seemed 
to him, that he lost his presence of mind for 
a second or two, and in that interval his booty 
escaped. This tale is perfectly true—and I 
remember a very similar occurrence years 
ago—although I must confess it sounds a good 
deal like the beginning of one of sop’s 
Fables. 

io 
How to See the Wind. 

** Did you ever see the wind ?” 

** See the wind ?” 

“ Yes, that’s what I said. Did you ever 
see the wind?" asked a yachtsman, who was 
standing on a bluff of the Highlands watch- 
ing the yachts sailing on the lower bay. 

“No, I’ve never seen the wind,” replied 
his friend. 

** Well, I'll tell you how you may. Take a 
polished metallic surface of two feet or more, 
with a straight edge; a large handsaw will 
answer the purpose. Select a windy day, 
whether hot or cold, clear or cloudy, only let 
it not rain or the air be murky—in other 
words, let the air be dry. Hold this metallic 
surface at right angles to the wind—i.e., if 
the wind is north, hold your surface east and 
west—and incline it at an angle of 45°, so 
that the wind, striking, glances and flows 
overthe edge. Now sight carefully over the 
edge at some small but clearly defined object, 
and you will see the air flow over as water 
flows over a dam.” 

to 

Tue terror: * Mamma, does God love 
me?" Mamma: ''Yes, dear. And those 
whom God loves go to heaven. But he 
doesn't love you when you are a bad boy." 
The terror: “Then I guess I don't stand 


East. My brother and I can play a great|much show of heaven, do I?” 


Chil dr en’ 8 g orner. at the same time, and with them it is neces- | many duets on the organ. As I can’t think Babylon Nursery. 


WE CAN SUPPLY 


Our Friends and the Publio with Everything 
grown in such an institution. 
This is the time to make contracts for some of our 


BEAUTIFUL TREES and SHRUBS. 


A full assortment of all sizes on hand. Young 
stock a specialty, 
Our STOOK is FIRST-OLASS and our PRICES 
are LOW. 


We have made arrangements with several for- 
eign and American seedling growers, by which 
means we can supply all nurserymen, florists, and 
large planters at wholesale or retail. . 

Address P. H. FOSTER, 
BaByton, L, L., N. Y, 


igents for the Trath Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 


J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 

J. C. Scott, 32 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 

Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

Estate of S. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. 

Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran 
cisco. 

OANADA. 
T. C. ae & Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, 


N. 8. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal- 
ifax, N. 8. 


COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
&. A. Stevens, 558 West Madison st., Room 1, 
Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 303 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 56 8. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
LOUIBIANA. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MASBACHUBETTSB. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 


Jchnson Bro’s b N. Main st., Fall River. 

MIOHIGAN. 
à. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
3. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
3wan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 

MISBOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., Bt. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. - 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 

NEBRASKA. 

Eaton & Smith, 1234 O st., Lincoln. 

NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. . 
M. B. Edinger, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. st, 

New York. 

J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. 
3. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 803 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 359 Superior st., Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sydney. 
OREGON, 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 331 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
H. S. Kratz, 306 Houston st., Fort Worth. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
WABHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
Progressiv Pub. Co., 28 Stonecutter st., Lon- 
don, E. C. 
C. Btocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUBTRALIA. 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.S.W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W, 
NEW ZEALAND, 

A. D. Willis, Wanganui, 
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a Open Court. 


FREEiHOUGHT AND SCIENCE! 


Send for Specimen Copie:! 
Six Weeks on Trial Free! 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY By tHe OPEN Court PUB- 
LISHING Co., 171 ro 175 DASALLE ST., 
Cutoaco, ILL. 


The Oren Covat is a Radical journal devoted 
to the discussion and exposition of philosophical, 
social, and ethical questions: The high tone, the 
intelligent and independent character of its 
criticigms and contributions have made the OPEN 
CovrtT one of the foremost exponents of advanced 
Liberal thought in the New World. For its con- 
tributors it has the leading thinkers of both 
Europe and America. Authorized translations 
are procured from the most eminent of Oonti- 
nenta! authors, and every effort is made to pre- 
sent the best and most advanced thought bearing 
upon scientific, ethical, social, and economical 
topics. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With & complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE Jacop HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies f ‘a dollar. 
Addrees THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘ Hebrew 
Mythology,” “The Career of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[(Pa. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
ea This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. Sa 

THE TRUTA SEEKER CO., 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 

This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Obristian 
churches and Young Men’s 

hristian Associa- 


lon. 
By Bron. B- WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of *' Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is à thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inapiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The ap eal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to du noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

13mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


YRY-5QUARE; CHAMPIONS 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is.the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unele Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME REASON 


& Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 

By NATHANIEL RAMBAY WATER. s 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
ems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
Pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
. OB 
A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 


Self-Oontradictions of the so-called ` 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY. A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 

Price only 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K., INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . . 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


$1 Ce, 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo. 833pp.; 
silk cloth, $3. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not go far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
UBE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. Tar LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by &ll who hav examined it. ce, 


95 centa. : Address THE TRUTH SNEEKER Oo 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughtes on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is * boiled down” with surprising 
skill—[Literary World. __ NUN 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irvin Hinter- Ocean. : : 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. : . . 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp., $1.75. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
Address 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THE SAFEST CRERD, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. f 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who Were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing io Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrite. It is re such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is maro to be hr me attention 

rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
oe ‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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THE . i 
OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. . 
8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Address 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 

History, Religion, Philosophy, and 

Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 

Culture. Benevolence, 
and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page. 
BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


. Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESB. © 
This book shows that many Ohristians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—A mert- 
can Bookseller. ` 
One of the most valuable helps for those who 


Mes wrote s 
iu 


$, 
opportunity. @éo. A. Scott, $42 aur way, N. Y. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


umam) For the benefit of our read- 
erg who preserve their papers 
Tec mE 5 ‘we offer a new style of binder 
EM made for the garrese, an 
j emi g 


with the headi 


ing of THE 
TRUTH BERKER printed in 


FN MN old letters on the outside, 
ur ; is binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly fiat. It also allows the 


lacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 


Bent by mail. for $1. 
Address TRE TRES SEEKER 
tf 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Vorsified, Annotated Narratiy of his Life and 
Teachings. 


With Citations from Buddhas **Psath of 
Virtue.” 


BY E. D. BOOT. 

I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Ceylon. The “Banner of Light,” 

Beligio-Philosophioal Journal,” and many Bpiril- 
talist. papers and lecturers hav spoken high 

e : 


would understand the character of human prog- | th 


ress in all ages.—National Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu. 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inier. 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.—New York Trtbune. 

Beading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Btoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnatt Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: “ The purest 
and gentlest spirit of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale Says: “Of all the line the uoblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: “The noblest soul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: ' He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemisked jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart." 


Extra Cloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Àl in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1.50. ` 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12m», 883pp.: $1.25 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever igsued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


oR, 


“NATURAL AND SOIENTIFIO METHODS OF 


NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post says: “This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work. 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 


Bx M. L. Horbzoox, M.D. 


Godey's. "s Book aaya : ** We giv onr cordial 
approbation this work. The information it 
containg is most important, and, we are fully con- 
vinced, reliable.” ce by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTE SOF MAN. 
Care revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 60,000 sold. Price $3,by mail. Illus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Children of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


Bx M. L. HorBRooEr, M.D. 


The Sotenti&o American says: “This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, aud 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTH ; 
oR; 
Foop AND Diet IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORK. 

The New York Herald 8$ay8: “Dr. Holbrook's 
book i$ among the very best of itg kind." 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the cost of the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity." $1. 

Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


POINTERS: 
A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Publio Gener- 
ally, with 

Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 


Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 
More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been Offered. 
ONLY EN EE CENTE i 
orth of **Oold Facts” boiled down in a 
Aoiskel Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Career of Jesus Christ, 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 

acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 

ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew Mythol- 
Paper, 8vo, 35 cents. 


ogy” 


Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer, “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kil graashop- 
pere or trying to induce the Deity fo under- 

ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle!" Price, 10 cents. ; 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Argument by R. G. Ingersoll 


TRIAL OF C, B. REYNOLDS 


F 


“BLASPHEMY,” 


-At Morristown, New Jersey. 
Stenographicaliy reported and, revised by the au- 


Handsome 8v0£66 pp. beautiful type, fine paper. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents: paper, 35 cents, or 
$2 per dozen. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
ae Lafayette PI., New York. 


The Agnsstic Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS, 
CONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality......8amuel Laing. 

A Bonnet. ..............- eiit Seger giosegh Ellie. 

Who Was Moses ?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.B.0.8. 

The Comfort of Agnosticism..... E. Lynn Linton. 

Are Miracles ede ME a Wh aden. 

e Contes ween Agnosticism an ecology, 

John Wilson, MK’ 

Above : A Poem, T ERE dq Stewart Ross. 

e Evolution of the Agnos oa 

) B. Bithell, B.Sc. Ph.D. 

The New Fatalism........... seorssseees B. Bussell. 
Descartes’s Proof of the Existence of a God . 


. J. Gould. 
erp e W. B. MoTaggart. 
he Free Expression of Opinions.. G. F. Underhill. 
ragments............ .. William Maccall. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale &t this office. 
THE STRUGGLE 
FoR 


Religiousand Politica] Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
dE 


Addrem 


A Poem...... wees 


of men of every age to aequire litio; 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, Calle 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 

sition of womankind in America. roughout, 
he work is replete with astounding faotB an 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO. 0. SPENCER. 


Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 
HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8, . 


IAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
By JOHN WILLIAM S S TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


VING conclusivly that there was no Christ 
proide under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.0. Cloth, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Prio $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For gale at this 
ofice. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 


. Reformers. The Biographies ol 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
Svo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bennerr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocoo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
'of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully al) 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
gcing fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. BexNETT. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


- Supernatural Religion. 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
eidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 


An inquiry | 


Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat? er, $5.06, 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of: Man; the 
wholer -eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Domplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘‘ The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWG6OD’S WORKS. 


FOB SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas .of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
eents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. . 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendeney. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
l Reformer. 10 cents. 


. Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 


. Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 
Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 
10 cents. 

Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 

Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. ru ‘ 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
: ys’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Buncxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four. 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Joms Marrizs. Fully reported, 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


À Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,073 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
ee leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. 


letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de. 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. ‘$1.50, 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov. 
ers, 60 cents; clota, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Diseussions, Bible Stories, 


Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 
Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennerr and Rev. G. H. 
Houmenrery. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is & splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Benxetr and Cyrus Romorus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennert affirms; Mam denies. This ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


L-terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewisk 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Beck ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Cr^h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle the Truth Seekers. 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Paper, 36 cents; cloth, 60 cents. . 


Sinfal Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
10 conta. E 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Pr.face by R. G., INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. | 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
e 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY ? 
By Moses Hutu (Spir.) and 
Rey, W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 
OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
Svo, 613pp., - - - = 


Faith and Reason. 


ACOOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. . 


Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Smms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB:RLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., x E 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


Inquiry iuto the Claims of Bibiical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - > " 


$1.50. 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FBEDEBIEA MACDONALD. 


404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 
AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BioGRAPHICAL BKXTOHES AND ÉBBAYS. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 ets. 


316pp., SI. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper; 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Huru (Spir.). 
Price, = - - =. > 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, 25 centa. 
THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 
Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
: By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . . 5 cents. 


For all of the Abore books address 


15 cents. 


HE TRUTH KER CO. 
36 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. | 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price; - - - 10 cents. 


| COMMON BENSE 
i GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH. 


By J. L. BARKER. 
Price, 35 cents. Address this office. 


INFLUENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ON CIVILIZATION 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
| Price, 25 cents. 
INGERSOLL I CANADA, 
| Reply to Archbishop Lynch. 


By A. PRINGLE. 
15 cents. 


Civil Rights Speech. 


' By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


| With Speech of HON. FREDERIOK DOUGLASS 
Price, 10 cents. E 


| Ingersoll Catechised. - 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY EDITOR or San 
| Franciscan. 


Price, 3 cents ; per doz., 30 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


! Discussion between 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, Hon. Frederic R 
| Coudert. and Ex-Gov. Stewart L. Wood- 


Price, 


ford. Before the Nineteenth 
Century Olub. 
Price, i 


ORTHODOXY. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, one dellar. 


‘INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT. 
By G. F. RINEHART. 
25 sents. 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


JEAN MESLIER. 


Abstract of. 
Paper, price, 25 cents. 


LOVE VENTURES 


Of TOM, DICK, AND HARRY. 


A Novel With an Afidavit. 
* And they were naked and not ashamed” (Gen. 
ii, 25). 


16 full-page French-Art Illustrations. Beautifully 
Illustrated Covers. 


12mo, 226 pages, paper, 25 cents ; boards, 50. 
MANNA, Our Forefathers’ Ideas of Hell. 


Price. 5 cents. 
| MARIA MONK. 
| MONKS and 21 HEIR MAIDENS. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Modern Thinker, No. 2. 


| The Most Advanced Speculations in Philosophy, 
Science, Sociology. and Religion. 
160pp., pap.» 50 cents. 


MOTHER of HARLOTS. 
POPERY DISSEOTED. 


By Wm. HocaN (85 years a confessing priest). 
Paper. õu cents; cloth. 75 


~ NEW ENGLAND 


AND THE PEOPLE UP THERE. 


A HUMOROUS LECTURE. 
By Geo. E. Macdonald. 
Price, 10 cente, 


NIBBLE AT JOHN FISKE'S CRUMB FOR 
i THE MODERN SYMPOSIUM. 


Price, 10 cents. 


10 cents. 


ORIGIN OF 


THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 


By O. B. WHITFORD. 
Price, 25 cents. 
The OUTCAST. Freethought Story. 
By Wrnwoop READE. 
23 cents. 
OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY. 


By F. E. AsPINWALL, M.D. 
Pap., 250. 


RIGHTS OF MAN. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 


Answer to Burke's Attack on the French 
Revolution. 
. _ Paper, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


PAINE THE POLITICAL and 
RELIGIOUS REFORMER. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, . 10 cents. 
For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pi.. New York. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts, 


Nots.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary doeu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be dene in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


are out of print. 


22 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23. Reply to Shelton'aLetter. Bennett....... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood. ....... 
31 God and God-Houses........ccccccsssesseoces 
85 Moving the Ark, Bennett. ..........ee sees 
8 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z. 

39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
41 Cruclty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. EX. E. Guild...... 
52 Marples- Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Biblo Worshipers............. 


54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood........ — Mr 
62 The Jews and their God........ se 


63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure— Causé and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonemont. |J. S. Lyon.... 
11 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
13 Foundations. John Syphers......... ese 


14 Danielin tho Lion's Den. Bennett... 
5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 1 
16 Roply to E. F. Brown. Bennett...... 


77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bonnett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
83 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humplirey. 
84 Moody on:Hell. .Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson. ....... 
90 Biblo-Mania, Otto Cordates 
91 OurIdeasof God. B. F. Underwood... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper...... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............... e. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker.......... eee 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ,...... 1 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Cappliro..... 
106 Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Unbe- 
lievers,  Bennett...cccccssssssesereoescenres 
107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennetti.r....ccocccrssvences 
114 Where Was.JesusBorn? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston.. jore 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell.......... 
121 Ingersoll’s Review ofhis Reviewers. . 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 1 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and “ Ob- 
Server? , eccscverccccorcccsercccscccocsereerscs 
4 Sinful Saints. Bennett............ . 
5 German Liberalism. Neymaun............ 
6 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............ "———— 
230 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
734 Talks with the Evangelists........ 
IBT Christian Love. ©. L. Jamos....... 
238 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
240 Astro-Theology ............ Sisiesave sveis 
-41 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher..... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
343 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
749 Ago Of SHAMS. eise escena nennt 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martiu.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakemans ..cccscsesevsess ETT "T 
151 What is the Bible? M. W.H... 
352 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
163 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
155 Co-operation Sooiety's Redeemer 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 
168 The Fools Creed................... re ove 
159 Boston Bennett Indigu&tion Moeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions............ eee eene 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Sail. Bennett... .... ee eeee eee ee eren, 10 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman................ 2 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, m — 
2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous; Underwo0od......cccccocarerases 
4 Literature of the Tusane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chaso, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
7 Death, Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.. 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagato.. 
9 The Unseen World., Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures. .,.csccscescrosscrsncercosceversseoees LO 
‘11 Ig America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D.....ccccscsscessscsnree 
«3 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposiun.........,... cere. 10 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN. 
THE WORLD. - 


$3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, l 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Published every Saturday, at 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. ; 


. 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. - 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES ‘WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the 


and the maintenance of human rights. 


New Edition, Revise& «nd Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGEBSOLL. 
Price», Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TR SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gard 
ab this Occ.” Prices Aloe with antoaraph B ole 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible ig a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ. standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it is. ce, 5 cents. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between the 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of moder» 
times. 100 pp., 35 ots. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 ots. The Bible and Darwinism. 
95 ots. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
ots. Two Revelations. 5ots. Bible Horrors; or. 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 ots. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5 ots. Moses 

Darwin, 5 ots. Bocrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
ots, Ohristianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 ots. Natural Man. 5 ots. 
ie Old Faith and the New. Sots. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5 cts. The Bible God and His Favorits, 
Sots, Miracle-Workers. 50ts. Health, Wealth. 
and Happiness. 5 ota. h 
sots. Nature and the Gods, 5ots. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. Sots. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Oourt. 
&.0., London, Eng. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prior, . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE. NEW GOD. 


BY BAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union, 


. . 


Price 10 cents. 
Acdreas THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English: Liberal. writers. f 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKERS ‘Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the Sehool Board of Fall River, Mass. 
The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas: or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
pnblishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


The Brain and the Soul. |7 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


- 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
It advocates tlie abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. It demands tlie taxation.of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


` Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW. York, 


[The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. CHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
ow guns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 


|4. EVOLUTION OF THE EABTH : The story of | Sc 


geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EYOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROBSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. TBE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Corg. 

8. EYOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment By Dr. Bopeat G, ECOLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEI- 


TON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BipNEY 
SAMPSON. 

n. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 
. JANES 

12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nexson O. 


PABSHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THO T. By Joun W. OBADWICE. 
14. FHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BrARR 
Hoyrt NICHOLS. 
15; THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minot J. 
AVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other honae so fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
tbe United States an opportunity to examin, test. 
and compare my goods and prices with those 
other diamond merchants, 1 will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
ear from date of purchasing if goodB are not 


entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Carrying a large stook, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest pombe expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Ping and Eardrops, worth $600, for 
$400; Ping, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $80; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
g daily for one year, It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or 0.0.D., privilege 
of examination. 


Tbe “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


sixteen jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold 

atent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 
Souble-paneled dial, and a modern improve- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In M T case: $19; m four ounos coin sil 
ver cases ; five-ounoe, $25; six-ounce, $27. In 
open face, best filled gold case, $27; huntin , $385 
do., Louis XIV., $85. In fourteen carat solid gold, 
$50 to $150. Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if 


efantory: 
not satisfactory no WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 
Established 1857. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Liberal Jüleeiings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Leot- 


| ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 

Banday. Admission free. Discussions follow 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st, cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts.,at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Seenlar Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 m Par. at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. 
&re welcome. 


Strangers from abroad 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at $ 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manrus HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P.m.,at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Roome 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MacoMBER,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


:EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10 30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTES SEEEER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor. Beo. 


Cleveland, O., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:30, at room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
jigions and social subjects. The public cordially 
n . 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


alla, Washington, 


Freedom Club, New York, 


Meets at 144 Waverly Place. every Thursday 
evening. Admission free. Debates on social 
pies. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Libera! Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates, The public cordially invited. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid: 
for 2cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. © 


Translated from the German. Cloth, 12mo, T6pp.: 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Extraot. 
Address THE TauTH S£EKER Oo. 


DR FELLOWS 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sicinu, und the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 0 cts. for hia Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middleaged. 
meu, suffering from that 
Life. Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indeseretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application.— A 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost. and should be iu 
the hands of those afflict. 
ed. 


AN 

S HONEST STATEMENT. 

“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
‘he press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in bis profese . 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View. 


VINELAND. N.J. 


And say whero you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and a 
very successiul physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronsge.—The Liberal. 
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Glews of the Beek. 


Catnorios are making capital out of a dec- 
laration by Benjamin Pierce, accompanied 
by statistics, that insanity and crime prevail 
most where there are most public schools. 
The real cause, however, of the augmented 
insanity and crime in the districts in point, is 
not their schooling, but their mal-distributed 
wealth. 


BzgRLIN had seventy 
suicides last month. 


Braz has received 
recognition from Mexico. 


CANADIAN annexation 
is being agitated unceas- 
ingly. 


DANBURY, Conn., suf- 
fered an extensiv fire last 
Sunday. 


Ar Plymouth, near 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., a mine 
explosion caused seven 
deaths. 


Mormons and gentiles 
are each making great 
efforts to carry the elec- 
tions i in Salt Lake City. 


PonTUGAL continues to 
protest: against Britain's 
treatment, and to ask 
support of other nations. 


Persia is being rav- 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS: GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 800 of the Leading Philosophers. 
Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
Eminent, Soien- 


Teachers, 


New Schools of Thought, 


tists, eto. 


“ent.  8vo, 


aged by an intestinal dis- 
ease that has already 
caused several thousand 
deaths. 


Tue last crop in Au- 
gusta county, Va., was 
such a failure that the 
people are suffering from 
famin, and help is being 
raised. 


` NEARLY all ships arriv- 


ing report damage by 
ales the.last few days. 


(who were not Obristians), 
. from the time of Menu ta the pres- 


1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOT., g- 0., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y* 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


*| Vol. I. Giv& a Full Account of sti the Gods, in 
Holy Ghost, 
argin Ma Mary, and the i Bible. 


cluding : Jehovah, Batan, 
-Josus Obrist, V: 
8v0, 835pp. Describes F g ya 

the pM Systems of tho Wor a 

: 8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
| 2 vols., $5; leather. $7; mo- 


the 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Gems of Thought, 


Tax propagandists of the Submission to In- 
justice dogma became. the faithful ally of 
every form of despotism. The pagan pride 
in the majesty of self-reliant manhood was 
superseded by the worship of abject self- 
abasement and self.distrust. If human nature 
was essentially evil, men were unfit for self- 
government; and their own welfare required 
the suppression of every 
revolt against the author- 
ity of the spiritual pow- 
ers. Without the recog- 
nition of human rights, 
without the principles of 
personal dignity and nat- 
ural justice, social order 
becaimo a legalized system 
of oppression, manliness 


became a stigma, the love 
of freedom was de- 


nounced as a sign of an 
unregenerate heart. 
Hence, the national deg- 
radation of so man 

Aryan nations, their 
sickening — flunkeyism, 
their heartless subservi- 
ence to the caprices of 
brutal despots. As Her- 
bert Spencer demon- 
Btrates in his masterly 
résumé of the dangers in 


the path of a progressiv 
republic, a defiant resist- 
ance to every form of 
injustice and official des- 
potism is the price of lib- 
erty, and that resistance 
is incompatible with the 
spirit of à system that in- 
culcates the duty of self- 
abasement as an article of 
faiti1.—Professor Oswald 
in the Secret of the Hast. 


Ang not religion’s min- 
isters at the beck of the 
powers that be? If the 
first command be, '* Fear 
God,” is not the second, 


“Honor the king [NM 


HESTO 


The British ship Loch 
Midart had thirty men 
washed overboard. 


Ir is still undecided 
who was elected gov- 
ernor of West Virginia 
last fall. Charges of 


RUTH'S LOVE FOR HER MOTHER-IN-LAW. 


And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. Where thou diest will I 
die, and there will I be buried : the Lord do 80 to me, and more also, ¿f aught but death part thee and me.—Ruth i, 16,17. 


R. D. Owen. 


Every people hav gods 
to suit their circum- 
stances. The Society 
Islanders hava god called 
Toabita, in shape like a 


fraud were made, and 
the legislature is considering the case. 


Henry Gxozax has gone to Australia. 


DzaTHs in India from wild beasts for the 
last reported year, 1888, were 22,970, an in- 
crease of 600. 


AnaABS and Germans are fighting in East 
Africa to see which shall retain influence and 
commerce there. > 


In the high school at Lexington, Ill, on 
the 38th ult., while Professor Jess was exhib- 
iting chemical experiments, an explosion took 
place, injuring twenty. 


Last Sunday night three drunken men 
quarreled in a Boston tenement house, and 
- one threw a lighted lamp. The house took 
fire and twelve persons perished. 


Tux Senate is considering a new extradi- 
tion treaty with Great Britain, extending the. 
treaty of 1842 to cover embezzlements and 
other common crimes, but not dealing with 
-political offenders. Py 


Proressor PuELPS of Andover, Mass., has 
written to the Charleston, 8. C.. News and 
Courter that he never believed in negro suf- 
frage, and that the colored problem may yet 
cost more blood than was shed in the civil 
war. 


Laree companies of boomers hav organ- 
ized to rush into the Sioux reservation the 
moment it is opened. Preparations for the 
organization of several counties hav been 
made, and in some cases the officers hav been 
nominated. & 


THE pope seems to be considering the ad- 
vice of the eminent Catholic, St. George 
Mivart, to divorce the papacy from mon- 
archy. He is patronizing labor, and may 
place himself at the head of the Socialistic 
movement in Europe. 


- AT 7 A.M. on the 3d the house of Secretary 
Tracy at Washington was burnt. His wife 
jumped from a window and was killed; his 
daughter and a French maid were burnt; the 
Secretary was badly suffocated, and carried 
out unconscious, but will recover. 


Last Sunday the attendants of a Polish 
: church in Buffalo, N. Y., resisted the officia- 
tion of a priest that they disliked by a riot 
that it required the entire police force of two 
hundred to suppress. The men assailed the 
police with stones, bricks, mud, and sticks, 
and in return many had their heads broken 
with clubs. The women threw salt and pep- 
m in the officers’ eyes, and scratched, bit, 
icked, and yelled like maniacs. Many off- 
cers and rioters were injured severely, but 
perhaps none fatally, unless the woman ring- 
ader dies of the trampling she received. 
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dog; he saved such əs 
were in danger of falling from rocks and 
trees. I think we can do without him, as we 
hav not much climbing to do- Among them 
a man could make himself a god out of a 
piece of wood in a few minutes, which would 
frighten him out of his wits. If I 
thought I could speak with discrimination 
and impartiality of the nations of Christen- 
dom, I should praise them, but it tasks me 
too much. They seem to be the most civil 
and humane, but I may be mistaken. 

It seems to me that the God that is i commonly 
worshiped in civilized countries is not at all 
divine, though he bears a divine name, but is 
the overwhelming authority and respectability 
of mankind combined. Men reverence one 
another, not yet God.— Thoreau, 


RELIGION is man’s earliest and also indirect 
form of self-knowledge. Man first of all sees 
his nature as if out of himself, before he finds 
it in himself. His own nature is at first con- 
templated by him as that of another being. 
What was formerly contemplated and wor- 
shiped as God, is now perceived to be some- 
thing human. What was at first religion 
becomes at a later period idolatry; man ig 
seen to hav adored his own nature.—Feuer- 
bach. 


Tuose whose intellects were most shackled 
by prejudice. were regarded as the wisest of 
mankind.—Lecky. 


Tux ignorant mistake impudence for au- 
thority, solemnity for wisdom, and pathos 
for inspiration.—Jngersoll. 


Bur if the mysteries of religion are incom- 
prehensible to those who teach them; if 
among those who profess it, none can’ be 
found who knows precisely either what he 
believes or can I any account of the motivs 
of his belief and conduct, this is not the case 
with respect to the difficulties which we op- 
pose to this religion. "These are within the 
reach of all, and are so simple as to be capa- 
ble of convineing every man who renounces 
the prejudices of childhood, and deigns to 
consult that common sense which nature has 
bestowed on each individual of the human 
race.— D’ Holbach. 


RELIGIon and science are enemies. One ig 
a superstition ; the other is à fact. One rests 
upon the false, the other upon the true. One 
is the result of fear and faith, the other of in- 
vestigation and reason.—Ingersoll. 


'TorzgANOE is a most impious system, and 
contrary to the views of the clergy. It can 
only be practiced by those Christians whose 
lack of zeal leads them to betray the interests 
of the church, by allowing everyone to think 
in his own way on certain questions; and 
especially on such questions as no one can 
understand.— Voltaire. 


Ir is amazing to me that a difference of 
opinion upon subjects that we know nothing 
with certainty about, should make us hate, 
persecute, and despise each other.— Ingersoll. 
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THE CONFESSIONAL. 


dotes and Clippings. 


Tux World says that in the assemblage at 
Westminster Abbey at Browning’s funeral, 
* the finest head and face? was that of the 
novelist and poet George Meredith. Mr. 
Meredith is a Freethinker. 

A woMAN in England named Sarah Calen- 
der is charged with cutting the throat of a 
child aged one year and with setting fire to the 
house. She is extremely pious, and asked for 
the Bible just before the deed was committed. 

SgongETARY Foster of the National Reform 
Association says: ‘‘ Under the influence of a 
secular government our Christian nation is 
being rapidly secularized. More than half 
the people never darken a church door. Out 
of 7,000,000 young men, 5,000,090 never enter 
a church.” 

Tur other Sunday morning when the pa- 
rishloners of Lewannich, Eng., went to their 
church they found it a mass of flames. Com- 
menting on the frequency of these church 
conflagrations, the London Freethinker says 
the ministers will hav to preach from the 
text, ‘Our God is a consuming fire.” 

Tux question as to whether a Roman Cath- 
olic bookseller can be forced to accept and 
fill orders under contract from his agents for 
the complete works of Victor Hugo is being 
tested in the superior court at Montreal, in 
the suit of C. B. Tache vs, Cadieux & Derome, 
booksellers, for $2,000 damages. Tache se- 
cured orders for these works, which his prin- 
cipals refused to execute. Several priests 
were examined and testified that, though the 
books were prohibited in the Index, they 
were not immoral. 


A Russian newspaper asserts that recently 
in a spasm of virtue thirty-six villages peti- 
tioned the authorities for the issuance of a 
decree forbidding the sale of intoxicating 
liquors within their limits. The petitions of 
thirty-five of the villages were denied, but 
the thirty-sixth was granted, end the inhabit- 
ants of it hav beaten to death their secretary 
because Le made their petition too eloquent. 


AROHBISHOP CLEARY, in addressing a meet. 
ing of his church people at Tweed, Ont., re- 
ferred to the separate school question. He 
said that the diabolical spirit of hatred of re- 
ligious education had found its way into the 
province of Ontario. Satan had raised his 
standard there, and had sent forth from the 
gates of hell his army of demons (the Equal 


Rights Association) to propagate his wicked, 


maxims throughout the cities and towns of 
the province. 

A Kansas justice has decided that corn is 
fuel, and therefore exempt from attachment, 
This may be pleasant news to distressed Kan- 
sas grangers who are using their granaries as 
woodhouses, says the Sun, but it seems a 
pretty sweeping sort of a judgment. If corn 
is fuel, why is not whisky made of corn also 
fuel? It is used even by the residents of bleed. 
ing Kansas to get up steam with. Quare: 
Are Kansas drug-stores exempt from attach. 
ment on the ground that they are furnaces? 


ALL women are in league against the bach. 
elor, says Woman's Cycle, the married women 
from sympathy with their unmarried sisters 
and the unmarried from a desire to lessen the 
number of spinsters. With this league against 
him, offensiv and defensiv, the unmarried 
man may find peace in heaven, but he can 
scarce hope to find happiness on earth—this 


side of marriage. However, once married, 
all the bachelor’s troubles are over. He is no 
longer the subject of interested or designing 
attentions—except the attentions which pro- 
ceed from love. True, the bachelor becomes 
on his marriage, if not an object of commiser- 
ation to the knowing ones, an object of com- 
parativ indifference to all women but one; 
but the superior love of that one atones for 
all, and his added dignity and completeness 
as a man and citizen make him wonder how 
he previously existed as one-half of a pair of 
scissors without the other half. 


Or the recent ordination of the Plymouth 
church pastors the Mercury says: “If the 
spirits of the dead are permitted to take an 
occasional peep at earthly matters, it must 
hav delighted the soul of -Henry Ward 
Beecher to listen to the charming expressions 
of heresy that fell from the lips of the pres- 
ent pastors of Plymouth church when ex- 
amined by an ecclesiastical council for ordi- 
nation. Dr. Abbott said that he did not 
know what the trinity meant and never used 
the phrase, and that he believed in the anni- 
hilation of the wicked; his assistant then 
trumped the trick by remarking that he 
thought & man might be a Christian who 
never went to church and believed in purga- 
tory. ‘Thereupon the council, which was 
composed of Congregational, Episcopal, 
Methodist, Baptist, and Dutch Reformed 
ministers, put their venerable heads together 
and said that the two heretics were all right 
and then settled them down over Plymouth 
church. Times change, and perhaps it is 
well that they do. Three hundred years ago 
all hands, including the council, would hav 
been burnt at the stake for heretics.” 


Ir looks as though the emperor of Germany 
had become a practical Socialist, or else had 
determined to be the ‘‘ father” to the German 
people that he thinks his “divine right” 
makes him. He has issued an order, or im- 
perial rescript, addressed to Baron von Ber- 
lepsch, the new minister of commerce, in 
which he says that however valuable or im- 
portant are the measures now in operation 
forimproving the condition of the working 
people, they are not to be compared with 
what & proper performance of the duty be. 
fore the new minister will require. He then 
specifically directs an extension in the appli- 
cation of the system of workingmen’s insur- 
ance and the opening of an inquiry into all 
trade laws affecting factory labor. The em- 
peror affirms in the rescript that it isthe duty 
of the state to so regulate the duration and 
the nature of labor ss to insure the health, 
the morality, and the supply of all the eco- 
nomic wants of the workirgmen, and to pre- 
serve their claims to equality before the law. 
For the promotion of peace between working- 
men aud their employers legal measures must 
be taken toward the establishment of regula- 
tions empowering workingmen to appoint 
delegates enjoying their confidence to repre- 
sent them in the settlement of affairs, these 
delegates safeguarding the interests of the 
workingmen whom they represent in all ne- 
gotiations with the employers or with the 
government. Such a sysiem would enable 
the workingmen to express their wishes and 
grievances peaceably aud freely, and would 
giv the authorities of the state an opportu- 
nity to inform themselvs in a very direct way 
of the condition of the working people, thus 
keeping in touch with all their activities, 
sentiments, and impulses. 
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al Symposium. 


DESTRUCTIVE, CONSTRUCTIVE, OR BOTH? 


Xs Freethought a System of Negation Solely, or a 

Constructive Philosophy ample in itself to 
replace Religion ? i 

SauxuEL P. Puryam F. M. Hortan. 

Lucr N. Corman. PARKER PILLSBURY. 

Mrs. Marr P. Kreger — C..B. Rzxxworps. 

J. H. Buryaam. W. F. Jameson. 

Cuas. Warrs. E 


"fg there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Frec- 
thought? f 
Sf not, the reason why ? 
If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in 
wrat should it consist ? i 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE CALITORNIA Stare SECULAR 
Unos: 


There ia an effirmative, positive, and constructive 
side to Freethought—in fact, Freethought is esser- 
tially creative. There ean be no advance without it. 
It means everything that can possibly be attained by 
the human mind. 

The liberty of man is absolutely progressive. If 
not, then man is by nature worthless. If man must 
be forosd by some outside pressure to be what he 
cannot naturally be, then man is like a clod. For if 
the same ouiside pressure or force were applied to 
the clod the clod would be as gocd as the man. For, 
by the nature of the case, it is nob the man or the 
clod that has any ability, but simply the foreign or 
supernatural power which strikes and compels. 

No aet of man is of value to man except his free 
act. A forced act méans nothing, is nothing to that 
being who performs the act. It is no expression of 
the being itself. 

What is the act of the machine to the machine or 

. of the slave to the slave? Simply nothing. It may 
serve others, but so far as the machine or the slave 
is soncerned, it is of no service. It does not con- 
struct them. A supernatural force might be benefited 
by what it compels man to do. But man himself 
cannot be benefited. He can only be benefited by 
that which he does voluntarily. 

In every sphere of thought, feeling, and action, 
liberty is absolutely requisite to life and progress. 

lavery is simply death. The thought of a slave, 
the feeling of 2 slave, the act of a slave, is simply a 
dead thought, feeling, and act. 

Whatever life man has springs from his freedom. 
All grandeur of thought, glory of imagination, mag- 
nificence of art, come from his unshackled faculties. 

Science ia the product of Freethought. Man can 

. not know unless he is free. He cannot organize 
knowledge except through freedom. He cannot add 
to knowledge except through freedom. The moment 
science becomes authority it is dethroned. Science 
is not authority—that is compulsion ; but is is per- 
suasion, influence. It is a constant appeal to and 
resulé of man’s free reason. Science is the eternal 
offspring of Freethought, ever being born anew out 
of man’s immeasurable activities. Science is that 
which always is becoming—it never simply is. The 
moment it crystallizes to ‘‘ what is,” it shakes hands 
with theology and becomes tyranny and superstition. 
Science is the whole of man’s active knowledge It 
is that which discovers—which invents, which real- 

' izes imagination and conquers nature. It is the soul 
of art, the spirit of life. Ths boundless riches of 
seience are the gift of Freethought. 

The noblest morality is the expression only of 
Freethought. The morality of orthodoxy is station- 
ary. It consists in rules and regulations. Its 
supreme virtue is obedience. Morality in its highest 
‘sense, however, is not a rule, a regulation. It is & 
choice. It is the whole being flowing to action, and 
to action based upon present knowledge and intui- 
tion, and not upon a past commandment. Morality, 
to be of value, must be the free fruitage of all that 
one is—not a repetition of what has been in his 
experience or that of others. Morality is dynamical, 
not mechenical. It cannot always be the sems, for 
it is relative, not absolute. Morality cannot be 
absolute unless the universe were unchanging. If 

ihe universe changes, then morality changes. Mo- 
reality springs from a relation, not from a fact. It is 
circumstances that make duties, not merely being 
itself. Merely to exist is not to ba morally bound. 
Ii takes a certain kind of existence to create morality. 
To make morality possible the following condition is 
necessary: a free being surrounded by other free 
beings. Without such a relation moral action is 
unattainable. A slave has no duties. He cannot 
own anything, simply because he is owned. Ortho- 
doxy makes morality sbsolute, but it oniy makes a 
rule, a reguiation, a convention absolute, and go its 
-morality becomes a tyranny and a foe to human 
progress. Morality cannot be absolute—that is, 
unchanging, for the reason that circumstances are 
always changing. They are never the same, and 
therefore there is a constant exercise of judgment 
and choice of the highest. There cannot be simply 


| a reliance upon past choices. Morality is of to-day, | results mainly, but in the grand elemental powers of 
not of yesterday. “It is the best that one can do humanity, in truth, in science, in art, in industry, in 
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now-—not the best one could do last year or even an 
hour ago. It is the perfection of the present 
moment—not of any other moment. Morality és 
absclute only in this sense—that in ihe same set of 
circumstances the same duty arises. But circum- 
stances do not exactly recur. Thay may be similar, 
but not the seme. Nature does uot repeat itself, nor 
humanity. In all the endless ages the universe nor 
man will be what it or he was yesterday or what it 
or he is to-day, and hence in all the endless ages there 
will never be the same duty to perform. Something 
like it, perhaps, but not identical. 

We must know the circumstances of to-day, the 
relations of to-day; study them profoundly in order 
to understand the duties of to-day. This under- 
standing can only come by Freethought, by science. 
All morality, therefore, is built upon Freethought. - 

Freethought cultivates the hear’. It gives dreams, 
hopes, aspirations. - It unfolds a world of art, of 
music, of poetry. The sentiments of Freethought 
are the sublimest of which man is capable. They 
are the sentiments which animate, ennoble, fructify. 
They make beautiful the pathway of mankind. The 
bloom of flower and glow of star, the sea and sky, 
the vast frame of nature are immeasurably exalted 
in the atmosphere of Freethought. Melody, light, 
and color are wonderfully interfused with splendor 
and joy. The emotions become a vast ocean, respon- 
sive and sparkling, to the ever-changing world. 

Freethought teaches self-respect, the dignity and 
glory of our beixg, thatin ourselves the divinity exists 
and not in the skies or on any throne. Man must 
be apright, without fear, for if there is a God in the 
universe he musi respect man even as man respects 
him, not for his power but for his goodness. 

Freethought teaches sympathy—sympathy with 
ali life, all men, all being. 

Ti teaches reverence for all life—that which is 
above, around, beneath; that which is in sun and 
grain, in the infinite ranks of stars and crystal drop. 

Freethought recognizes the unity of life. All life 
is one, equally beautiful, equally glorious, and equally 
sacred. That is sacred, that is divine, which helps 
humanity, which makes two blades of grass grow 
where thera was but one before; which inerease: 
heppiness, decreases misery. 

Freethought is constructive in its sentiments es 
well as in its ideas. It makes for art, for music, for 
romance es well as for truth, for science, and for 
morality. E 

Freethought is codperative in the highest sense of 
the word, for it means fraternal ecoperaticn. It 
wouid make the state—if state there be— stand for 
human rights, for justice. It would make sccial 
order the child cf liberty. It would make all indus 
try the expression, the result of freedom, the flower- 
ing forth of the inward faculty and desire, and not 
the drudgery of the band. Freethought would make 
the bond of union attraction. It recognizes the 
rights of the minority as well as majority. It stands 
for the one man as well as for the million. It de 
clares that the slavery of the least is the degradation 
of the greatest. Ib believes in the universal republic 
based on tbe consent of the governed, of all the gov- 
erned, each moment of its power. 

Is Freethoughi consiruetive in institutions? It 
will be when it has the wealth and power of orthc- 
doxy. But Freethought does not run to institutione, 
and it would ever keep them subservient to life. All 
institutions and organizations are necessarily limita- 
lions. They must be the result of & compromise. 
Therefore they must be constantly watched and not 
allowed to become old. It would be a good thing if 
every institution, every organization, ceased to be at 
the end of fifty years and new ones were put in their 
piace. The older an institution, the better for ortho- 
doxy-~the younger an institution the better for Free- 
thought. Tho resret of civilization is to prevent all 
institutions and all organizations from ever growing 
old. Let men grow old and wise, but let the instru 
mentalities they use be forever new, forever free. It 
is the individual only who should become gray-beired 
and venerable. Every institution should be killed 
the moment it becomes white with age. The crown 
of glory to the individusi is the curse of tyranny in 
the institution. 

Construction and iastibulion are nob the same. 
The world confounds them. The messes cannot 
recognize anything unless it becomes instituted. 
Orthodoxy runs to iastitution, Freethought to con- 
struction. Orthodoxy makes the institution com- 
mand the life. Freethought makes the life command 
the inatitution. Freethought puts construction be- 
fore and after institution and makes institution 
merely a means for constant improvement. Ortho- 
dcxy makes institution the end, and it constructs 
merely to institute. It is the institute that is the 
supreme thing to the orthodox mind. 

Because Freethought is not institutional it is 
regarded as destructive. This is confounding the 
shell with the germ that produces it—the mill-wheel 
with the river that makes it turn—the engine with 
the steam that gives it motion. Freethought is by 
its very nature constructive, but constructive not in 


poetry. Freethought is the force at the heart of 
things, the germ, the river, the steam. In thought, 
emotion, action, it is the spirit that creates, that 
builds, that improves. Orthodoxy is the shell, the 
wheel, the engine, the institution. It is merely the 


mechanic of the universe, the drudge. Freethought 
is the worker, the artist, the poet. It plows the soil, 
it plants the seed, it reaps the harvest. Freethought 


is the pendulum, swinging to the eternal rhythm of 
the true and beautiful and good. Orthodoxy is 
simply the hand that marks the time, or rather, it is 
only the figure upon the dial-plate. 


SauvEL P. Pornam. 


F. M. Houranp: 


There is an affirmative, positive, constructive side 
to Freethought. If there were not, there could not 
be a negative one; for all negations involve affirma- 
tione. We do not all agree in our affirmations, or in 
our negations either; but it would be a great help 
to our work to make the affirmative side more prom- 
inent than has hitherto beau done. : No one has the 
right to impose his own affirmations or negations on 
others. I do not even undertske to say what our 
affirmative side is at present, though this will be 
made pretty plain by the present series of essays I 
merely suggest that it should contain something 
equivalent to these ten affirmations, which, as a 
whole, are ours distinctively. 

I. Order reigns both in matter and in mind ; all 
actions and events are results of finite causes ; and 
they are also causes from which new results proceed 
necessarily. 

II. Only faith in the omnipotence of natural laws 
can make us realize the certainty with which moral 
laws enforce theraselves. 

III. Science is our best guide; and her methods 
are sufficient for attaining all possible truth. 

IV. The moral laws are necessary conditions of 
human existence; and it is the recognition of this 
fact by mankind which gives authority to conscience. 

V. We know more about morality than was ever 
known before; especially as regards the duties of 
making money and rising in the world, of treating 
avimals kindly, and of recognizing the rights be- 
longing to women, to members of other races, and to 
bolders of opinions differing from our own. 

VI. Learning to think correctly and independently 
is not only a duty in itself, bui a help to performing 
sil other duties. 

VIL. Individual liberty ought to be under no re- 
straints, except such as are needed for the protection 
of person and property, or the maintensnce of free 
institutions of government. 

VIII We ought to taka all the innocent pleasure 
and recreation we want, especially on Sunday. i 

IX. Our race bas reised iteelf to a higher average 
of intelligence, virtue, comfort, and happiness than 
was ever known before; and the poor have gained 
even more than the rich. 

X. All that is on earth ought to be improved, ac- 
cording to scientific methods of reform. 

These ten affirmations may be condensed into 
three, namely, Science, Freedom, and Progress. 

Frep. May Hotuanp. 


From an ANTISLAVERY APOSTLE: 


There is, I think, certainly an Affirmative side to 
Freethought, as al! thinkers sffirm more than they 
deny. We affirm the right of every human being to 
all that his necessities require, whether physical, 
mental, or moral. We «affirm or demand that society 
be so constructed that all these wants can be sup- 
plied without overtaxing the capabilities of each indi- 
vidual. We affirm and declare that the Christian 
religion, that encourages poverty by commanding its 
adherents not to “lay up treasure on earth, but the 
rather in heaven,” is flagrantly immoral, inasmuch as 
each individual is, or should be, required to labor for 
his own support, society making such labor possible. 
And as human nature, besides growing old, and 
being by age rendered incapable of labor, is often 
disabled by accidents of various kinds, the “ treas- 
ure" laid up Aere, in this world, is much more easily 
obtginsble for needful use than though it were in 
the far-sway fabled heaven. Ii by Constructiveness 
one means formulating a theory of religion or wor- 
ship I am not in favor of Constructiveness. Why 
not? First. Because the intellect is constantly grow- 
ing, and soon finds iteelf hampered by restrictions. 
Second. We have Liberal religious theories already 
formulated quite as unobjectionable as any we should 
be likely to produce. As for instance, Positivism. 
Strip it of its Frenchisms. Americavize it and 
worship not an unseen or unknown God, but the 
god Humanity. Such, I suppose, is the religion of 
the “Church of Humanity.” Again, (he church pre- 
sided over by Mr. M. J. Savage, of Boston, is exceed- 
ingly Liberal. To be sure, when asked at Philadel- 
phia (after his description of his God) if he prayed, in- 
stead of saying Yes, or decidedly No, his answer was, 
“"T would take me an hour to answer that question.” 
I presume it does not take him (Mr. Savage) an hour 


TH# TRUTH SaHtiiR, FEBRUARY 15, 1890 


a week to do all his public praying. All Freethinkers 
have their hours of meditation and contempiation— 
that is, I suppose, “worship.” It may uot always 
be “reverential awe,” but meditation upon this won- 
derful physica! nature is certainly inspiring. Our stu- 
dents and philosophers are constantly making new 
discoveries, ascertaining the how and the why of 
many things which till very recently have been sealed 
-books to us. But that they have found out a God 
other than nature, whose highest production is man, 
I have yet to learn. Our scientific, Curistian, Unito- 
rian clergyman of my own city, Dr. Oalthrap, recently 
said in his pulpit—as reported ia the daily paper— 
as God could uot make something out of nothing, 
and he bad nothing but himself, so he made this 
beautiful universe out of himself. So even this Gad 
of the most Liberal Christian is limited in material 
to work with. For my own port I call the name oi 
my God Justice. And as I do not find in the phys- 
ical universe that attribute, or indeed any personal 
attribute, it seems to me foolish to try to give it per. 
sonality. In the human being we find ali the possi- 
bilities which in different ages have made up the God. 
Why not accept it, and, if you please, worship it? 
What is worship? Webster gives as one definition. 
“Love.” Ilike that definition. What a world this 

' will be, 80 much better than the heaven of the Chris- 
tian, when all human beings shall ba treated with 
justice, and beside Justice around every human 
being there shall be a halo of Zove—no more desola- 
tion of spirit, no more feeling that we are alone, 
knowing that we are, by virtue of our humani'y, one 
family! Life in such circumstances, instead of 
“being duty,” becomes joyous. But what of death? 
When we have had our fill of a happy, joyous life, 
and have become old with the infirmities of age 
depressing us, we will sleep the sleep of death. We 
have no proof that we shall waken, but we do not 
deny it, we will try to be reconciled—even to another 
life if this one has been filled with joy. 

I have thought a good deal about it being a duty 
for Liberals to institute and support a Sunday pub. 
lic meeting. I see no objection to it, and there are, 
or would be, many advantages, the most important 
of which is, our children would have something which 
should be to them what the Sunday-schools are to 
the children of ‘Christians. They would become 
acquainted with each other. They would learn the 
principles of Liberalism as presented by different 
minds. Then they would learn to speak themselves, 
and they would find great enjoyment in singing, 
dancing, declaiming, playing games, ete. Were we 
once à month, or perhaps once in three months, to 
provide a feast of fine fruits or auy other delicacies, 
&nd while around the board remember with love and 
gratitude the martyrs to the cause of liberty and 
Freethought, it would bs a kind of worship in which 
all ages could join, and would be more sensible thau 
* drinking the blood or eating the body of the Chria- 
tian's God.” 

The only real objection to such gathering is the 
very few who are willing to thus identify themselves 
with Liberalism. Perbaps such gatherings would 
inorease our numbers. Lucy N. Cotman. 


From an ÁNTISLAVERY APOSTLE: 


Mr. Parker Pillsbury, though unable to write a 
full exposition of his views, owing to a recent attack 
of pneumonia which still confines him to his room, 
responded in a private note from which we take the 
liberty to make the following brief extract: 

My Drar Sir: Your proposition is not quite in- 
telligibie to me, so I shall only write for your private 
eye. Fresthought must have al! the sides of any 
thought. Nor, as seems to me, can any real question 
or proposition on any possible theme be of oniy one 
side. Mr. Emerson says somewhere: * Given the 
upper side to find the under." So it seems to me of 
all given sides. 

An old Hebrew minstrel sang: “The fool bath 
said in his heart, there is no God.” 

I would eall no man a fool for any such reason. 
But should the other side come up and affirm as 
positively that there is a God, and then pro- 
ceed to burn me at the stake for refusing to believe 
his statement, even were it true, my vote and voice 
would be very likely to go to the other side—to 
the Liberal side, or the side that did not burn, nor 
in any way interfere with the mere belief of any 
haman béing even were it positive unbelief or 
Atheism. 

Your real question it seems to me is best stated in 
your opening suggestions in these words: Whether 
* Liberals should build a religion, or philosophy, or 
a: stem of morality as well as destroy the system 
founded on superstition and supernaturaliam.” 

I do aot hesitate to say that supernaturalism might 
be ruled out of the controversy, and all if means. Te 
me, it seems an impossibility. Can anybody tell us 
who invented such a word? And for what purpose 
it was invented? It must mean a story above nature. 
But who knows how many stories high nature is? 
Or where nature stops, and super, or higher, begins? 

Oertainly reason is natural And the wisest 
divines in the church admit it. Bishop Butler in his 
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“Analogy ” says: “ R«ason can and ought to judge not 
only of the meaning, but aiso of the morality end the 
evidence of revelation. -" And again he says: 
" Let reason be kept to ; and if any part of the script 
ure account of the redemption of tte world by Jesus 
Christ can be shown to be really contrary to it, let 
ihe scripture, in the name of God, be given up.” And 
when has the church of Eagland ever produced any 
brighter luminary than Bishop Butler? 

Aud even our American Hebrew scholar and pro- 
fessor, Moses Stuart, wrote: “ When all is said and 
done, the understanding and the reason remain to be 
antisfied. Nothing will stand that does not compose 
them to peace." 

, Buperstiiion is another word you name in connec- 
tion with supernatural, But that word only rep- 
resents certain states of mind naturally resulting 
from ignorance and especially as relating to what are 
commonly called religious questions, sud not limited 
to degrees of ignoranee a all. : 

If Freethought or Liberalism tends to undermine 
the safeguards of virtue in any way, or to wesken in 
any way the just and necessary safeguards of justice 
and righteousness, integrity and honor, with which 
human society seeks to protest itself, then surely it 
should be held responsible for all damage done, or 
danger threatened. 

And should any ask my meaning of the term virtue, 
Bishop Butler should again answer for me, thus : “It 
is that which all ages and all countries have publie'y 
professed; it is that which every mau you meet puts 
on the show of; it is that which the primary and 
fundamental laws of all civil constitutions over the 
face of the earth, make it their business and endeavor 
to enforce the practice of on mankind; namely, jus- 
vice, veracity, and regard for the common good." 

If Liberalism seeks the subversion, or tends £o tbe 
subversion, of such virtue as is here described, and 
such rules of life, publie or private, as above laid 
down, then it is surely pertinent and proper to de 
mand, What have you for the world instead? Ard I 
for one should feel bound to answer, and to show my 
better work and way, and to exemplify it in all my 
outward aud inward, my private and publie life. 

Concord, N. H. PARKER PILLSBURY. 


Marrs P. KREKEL: 
I looked! Aside the dust-cloud rolled ; 
The Waster seemed the Builder, too ; 
Up-springing from the ruined Old, 
I saw the rising New. 
‘Twas but the ruin of the bad, 
The wasting of the wrong and ill; 
Whate’er of good the old time had 
Was living still. 

What is Freethought ? 

When this question is answered al! your questions 
are practically answered ; in other words, these ques- 
tions reduced to their simplest form mean, What is 
Freethought in itself, and what is to be inferred 
from it? 

Freethought meane, first of all, mental gelf- 
assertion, that is, until the individual arrives at that 
point mentally, where he or she asserts selfhood, ths 
right and ability of self to use mental powers inde- 
pendently of all forms of asserted or enforced out- 
side authority, there is no such thing as Free- 
thought. : 

And if Freethought means emancipated selfhood, 
recognition of self-supremacy, of individual authority 
and rights, if this is the initial point of Fresthought, 
then what is called Freethought, as a whole, can be 
no more or less than the collective intellectual and 
moral sentiments of such thinkers; and it must 
follow, if man is a progressive being, that as a whole, 
Freethought is assertive and affirmative, for the dis- 
proof of aa incomplete, or false theory, must lie in 
the statement and proof of the complete and true 
one. 

Mental effects are as true to mental causes, as are 
physical effects to physical causes; doubt in the 
mind of man is the impregnation of old explanations 
and theories by apprehensicn of new fasts; and 
that doubt, born of the apprehension of something 
new, something bayond, a more intelligible explana- 
tion, is only the foundation upon which the new rests. 
The fact that the mental processes are active enough 
in any brain to see the defects of a theory, or 
attempted explanation of any phenomena, argues 
that they are active enough to ses inferentially that 
if the attempted explanation is incorrect, some other 
one must be the solution; and while it does not 
necessarily follow that all can reason from inference 
to conclusion, it does follow, logically, that there is 
a conclusion, and necessarily an affirmative, construc- 
tive side to Freethought. And your question, in what 
does it consist, is easily answered. i 

Practically it consists of that intelligent compre- 
hension of natural law which. applied to the whole 
system of facts, or reported facts, which go to make 
up the history of a people, will eliminate from it the 
supernatural element ; as well as anticipate the action 
of that law on present physical, mental, and social 
conditions. When the mind began to act naturally 
and fully, that is, when the mind became emancipated 
to a degree, it began to cognize nature; from the 
cognition of law to its application is a natural mental 
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process. Undoubtedly the first effect of applying 
Correct analysis to natural phenomena, or scientific 
criticism to assumed or reported histories! occur- 
rences, was, and is, destructive, but to destroy, means 
slso fo rebuild, and the correct explanation, in de- 
stroying supernaturalism, gave the whole reaim of 
naturallaw to rebuild upon. 

Undoubtedly cultured Freethought consists in 
applying known and determinate factors to explana- 
tion of present, and apprehension of future results ; 
its applying exact social methods to produce uniform 
social results toward building up harmonious and. 
ideal communities; but the trouble in answering 
your last queation, ‘‘In what should it [constructive 
Freethoughi] consist?” lies in the facc that Free- 
thinkers cannot agree among themselves what 
methods, or what results, are the most desirable, I 
believe our worthy president of the national associa- 
tion is experiencing a practical demonstration of that 
fact; while, at the same time, he is trying to answer 
your query through his prize manual. 

Our Freethinking friends wiil remember what a 
commotion was raised in our ranks a few years since 
by proposing “a consensus of the competent.” Any 
“ consensus " which does not include ali the ineom- 
petents, is too narrow a platform for our reformers. 
Yet I suppose all Freethinkers concede the point 
that any advancement of the race means, first of ail, 
healthful, natural conditions for the individual, 
regulated into social order and harmony. Therefore, 
in my opinion, the constructive side of Liberaliem 
should consist in effirming and proving that man is 
pert of the orderly development of the universe, 
perfectly natural, and if he ever arrives at perfec- 
tion—naturally perfect ; that:he is an individual part 
of the universal family, individually limited in ac- 
tion, universally related through interest and sym- 
pathy ; that only when the individual is excellent, 
can the race become ideal. 

Constructive Freethought should teach that mo- 
rality without responsibility is impossible, either in- 
dividually or collectively, and that any system. or 
theory, which proposes to make man moral before it 
elevates him to responsibility, is a fraud. It should 
affirm that, as in civilized life, the individual is re- 
aponsible to society, so in return and proportion so- 
ciety is responsible to the individual. It should call 
attention to the fact that any attempt of society to 
benefit one portion of itself by degradation of 
another portion, is a fallacy which refutes itself by 
degeneration of the whole. In short, it seems to me 
that constructive Freethought should teach the 
sacredness and inviolability of personal freedom, 
the authority of truth, and the universality and su- 
premacy of law. Faitbfully yours, 

Marri P. Kazxzr. 


C. B. Rxzysorps: 

Liberalism is &fficma:ive, positive, and constructive. 

Liberalism sffirms that happiness is the only good, 
and therefore the first duty of every human creature 
is to attain to the highest possible bappiuess; that 
any course that does not promote human happiness 
here and now is bad ; thab any course that does pro- 
mote human happiness is good. 

Liberalism sffirms that to enjoy is life's first duty, 
and that those who live the purest, best, and most 
useful lives enjoy the most ; that kindness is the soul 
of all goodness, and that they who think and act 
kindly, those who by their ministrations cf love and 
benevolence make s heaven here and now for them- 
selves and loved ones, ere best fulfilling life’s duties. 

Inberslism affirms that to “do to others as you 
would they should do to you,” the grand old Golden 
Ruie of si] pagandom, a rule quoted and indorsed by 
Jesus of the New Testament, but according to its 
testimony never by him practiced, is the grandest 
rule ever conceived for the promotion of human hap- 
piness. 

Liberalism effirms that to do good is the only gen- 
nine religion. ; 

Liberalism is positive that if all would act justiy, 

if would insure the best and most perfect happiness 
of humanity. Justice should therefore be cur only 
creed. : 
Liberalism insists that it is our duty to learn what 
is right, and do it. Do it all the time, not from hope 
of heaven or fear of heil, not merely from considera- 
tiona cf personal reward and punishment, but that 
we should do right from love of right, prompted and 
encouraged thereto by the conviction that we thus 
promote the best interest and happiness of our fellow- 
creatures, and thereby secure our own. 

Liberalism demands that every fecility be afforded 
to all for the cultivation of the reasoning feculties ; 
that young and old shouid be incited toa spirit of 
emulation in the study of science, in the search for 
truth, and be taught to weigh the evidence, accept 
only the facts, and ignore al] prejudice in making 
decisions. 

Liberalism insists that to select the gocd and to 
reject the bad in any and every religion, is a right 
every person should exercise without incurring hate, 
ostracism, or persecution here, or threats of punish- 
ment hereafter. M 

Liberalism insists on the right of the individua 
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and is opposed to all monopolies. Justice ever! 
Justice for all. The emancipation of woman and the 
elevation of msn. 

Liberalism insists that to do right is of infinitely 
more importance than to belicve right; that if we 


"learn how to live, we need have no anxieties about 


. 


aow to die. 

Liberalism insists that since the world affords and 
does demand the fullest exercise of all our powers 
and faculties, it ia best to abstain from ail anxiety 
and indulgence in idle speculations in regard to our 
course or condition in another world until after we 
arrive there; that to live lives of love, truth, and 
benevolence, making for ourselves and all around us a 
heaven here and now, is the best possible preparation 
for the enjoyment of any real cr imaginary heaven of 
the future. 

Liberalism is constructive. It is a practical com- 
mon-sense rule of daily life, securing the greatest 
possible happiness by attaining the highest possible 
mertal and physical development. Sinca man is es- 
pesialiy adapted to live in this world, the cultivation 


~ of reason and sociability cannot fail to result in the 


greatest good to all, alike individually and collectively. 

Liberalism therefore regards it as a first and most 
imperative duty to afford facilities, and to incite old 
and young to diligent study of hygiene, physiology, 
and the isws of procreation, o thet knowledge of our 
physical and mental organization may enable us to 
reap the enjoyment that springs from a life ordered 
in harmony with ngture's laws, so that we can save 
ourselves and our children from the terrible penalties 
that inevitably follow violation of the laws of our 
being—penaities from which no vicarious atonement 
ean possibly save us. 

Liberalism teaches that science is man’s true prov- 
idence; ignorance (the only real devil) his greatest 
enemy ; the printing-presa man’s true savior. 

Liberalism claims s res! basis of morality should 
be sought in the cultivation of mind and heart, which 
will render actual present returna for every effort 
made; that those actions only are moral which are 
sie to mankind and which promote the general 
good. 

Liberalism insists that all should constantly en- 
deavor so to act that our deeds do no harm to others, 
and leave no injurious effects upon the actor. Hence 
the Liberal who is guilty of persistence in vice or 
crime, who does sught to willfully cause known 
trouble or unhappiness to any human being, is a liv- 
ing lie, false to every principle and teaching of Lib- 
eralism. 


Liberalism teaches that our emotions should be- 


controled by reason and regulated by judgment, aud 
that morality should be studied and practiced, un- 
fettered by church, creeds, or theologies. 

Liberalism teaches, punishment of the wrong doer 
for reformation only—never for vengeance. That 
realizing our own weakness we should be pitiful to 
tke unfortunate who have yielded to temptation, 
mindful of the fact they have fallen where we per- 
chance have stumbled, and it is our duty to do all in 
our power to help them to retrieva the past by gen- 
uine repentance. Not the repentance of the church, 
that can be indulged in four hundred and ninety 
times—Mait. xviii, 21, 22—but a repentance founded 


' on conviction of having done wrong, which produces 


genuine contrition that prompts free confession and 
full compensation and ultimates in conversion, a 
turning from the downward path of wrong, and per- 
severingly ascending the steep hill of rectitude. 
Liberalism teaches that difference of opinion, 
more especially on mere speculative questions, should 
never disturb social harmony or sunder friendship. 
Liberalism teaches we should first secure a heaven 
of peace and serenity in our own hearts—live so as 
to be worthy of our own self-respect—abstain from 
all violations of the principles of Liberalism, and so 
never have need of any scapegoat to bear the burden 
of our villainies or pay the penalty of our raseality. 
Liberalism favors organized earnest opposition to 
Christian bigots and fanaties who desire union of 
church and state, recognition of God and Christ in 
the Constitution—the destruction of our public 
sehools—enforeement of rigid Sunday !aws—oxemp- 
tion of ail church property from taxation—the fos- 
tering of priestly tyranny—the retarding of scientific 
education and the inculeation of superstition—the 


' elevation of the cross above the stars and stripes of 


freedom. 

The seeming lack of construction is because of 
lack of practical organization. When Liberalism has 
its local society in every school district, with its 
Science school on Sunday—and its semi-monthly 
Social; when every state has practical organizations 
80 that every Liberal, however lowly, wili feel assured 
in case of religious persecution, or any attack upon 
his rights, that the entire power and influence of 
every Liberal in the state will be united in his 
defense, ihe weak-kneed mollusks will be ereat- 
ures of tho past, and none shall question the construc- 
tion of Liberalism, for all will witness its fulfilling its 
good mission—sweeping away all the terrors of the 
supernatural—brisging peace and joy to sll—refin- 
ing, educating, teaching love and gentlenesg—pluck- 
ing fear from the mind and sectarian hate from 
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the heart and making brotherhood to all alike— 
inducing all honest hearts to live lives of love 
instead of making professions of faith—studying 
nature and her laws instead of creeds and catechisms ; 
—ourselves relieving distress, supplying the needy, 
comforting the sorrowing, lightening the burden of 
the overworked, instead of making long prayers to 
a God to do it for us—earning the deserved bless- 
ings of all future generations, because we secured 
the perpetual slevation of our glorious flag of liberty 
above the cruel cross of superstition. 
C. B. Rxxworps. 


From tar Eprron or *SsovuLAR Txoveur:” 

Practically there are only two answers necessary 
in replying to the questions submitted in this Sym- 
posium upon the part of those who allege that Fres- 
thought has a Positive and Constructive side, inas- 
much as giving the “reason why” involves stating 
“in what does it consist ?" 

1. Does Freethought possess a positive, a con- 
structive phase? In my opinion decidedly yes. I 
desira here to state that I recognize a difference be- 
tween Freethought and Secularism. Briefly, Free- 
thought represents a mental condition independent 
of the fetters of all creeds, dogmes, and traditional 
authority, while Secularism is all this and something 
more—it prescribes certain moral rules to guide the 
intellectual freedom acquired. The philosophy of 
Freethought, from its very nature, is positive and 
constructive, as well as being negative and destruc- 
tive. It proclaims the right to think and to give 
expression to such thoughts without being subjected 
io any kind of threats or persecution for so doing. 
With a Freethinker no topic is too sacred to be dis- 
cussed, no opinion too extreme to be entertained, 
provided it has been arrived at by a legitimate and 
osreful course of reasoning. He holds no wild and 
whimsical notions regarding the free actions of his 
faculties uncontroled by organization and circum- 
stances; but the freedom that he contends for is to 
hold and to publish his honest convictions on every 
subject upon which he may have exercised his men- 
tal powers. Freethought is not limited to one class 
of subjects, bui extends alike to all-—politieal, social, 
and scientific. Its domain is as wide a8 men's 
thought, and the sphere of its operations commen- 
aurate with the action of the human mind. Thue 
Freethought is twofold in its nature—positive and 
negative. 

2, Wherein does tis positive phase consist? In 
its being opposed to that which is false. Negation 
to error implies being positive to its antithesis—truth. 
For instance, Freethinkers negate theological restric- 
tions, biblical infallibility, and the orthodox compul- 
sion of belief; but they are positive to the opposite 
of these, mental liberty, the right of eclecticism, and 
the freedom to disbelieve where reason withholds its 
consent to any other course. Freethought has proved 
itself positive in the part it has played in the many 
progressive movements in the past. If we glance at 
the advancement made in the development of human 
thought that characterized such landmarks in intel- 
lectual freedom as the Revival of Learning, the Reform- 
ation, the introduction of Nonconformity, the deistical 
controversies of the seventeenth and eighteenth cent- 
uries, the transformation of the nature of Christianity 
as it was preached in the last century to what is 
inculested by the intelligence of the church to-day, 
we shall discover the Constructive work of Free- 
thought. It was the same positive force that secured 
in England freedom of speech, the liberty of the 
press, the disestablishment of the Irish church, a 
national education, and the many other advanced 
measures which mark the progressive history of that 
country. The same can be said of this side of the 
Atlantic. It is Freethought that illuminates the 
grand and unsurpassed republic of America, and that 
is now active in endeavoring to shed a much needed 
brilliancy of intellectual liberty upon orthodox Can- 
ada. On either side of this vast continent Free- 
thought is doing positive work in vindicating the 
Sunday from ecclesiastical and priestly monopoly, in 
removing tax-exemptions from church property, and 
in rescuing education from dogmatic theological 
teaching. All this is decidedly positive and con- 
structive work of the greatest importance. More- 
over, Freethought has ever been the emancipator of 
the human mind, the liberator of human thought, and 
the precursor of human progress. This fact has 
been amply demonstrated by such able writers as 
Draper, White, Lecky, Buckle, J. S. Mill, and others 
in passages too well known by Freethinkers to render 
if necessary to give quotations here in support of the 
allegations. 

True, there have been times, alas! too frequently, 
when the Constructive policy of Freethought has 
had, for the time being, to yield to Destructive work. 
But such a course has been rendered necessary 
either through theological restrictions, priestly usur- 
pstions, or political despotism. Still, even under 
these unfortunate conditions, the positive side of 
Freethought was manifest in the destroying of im- 
pediments to personal freedom and national advance- 
ment. Despite, however, all opposition, Freethought 
is at the present time the emblem of mental freedom, 
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the foliage: of unfettered intellectuality, and the 
blossom of the true independence of the human race. 
“Truth crushed to earth will rise again,” and 
although Freethought has often been partially cru- 
sified between the two thieves of ignorance and su- 
perstition, it has risen again and again until now it 
occupies the proud position of being a successful 
John the Baptist in the domain of thought and in- 
telligence, preparing the people for the reception of 
the Secular savior of truth. Onartes Wars. 
Toronto, Can. 


J. H. Borngam. 

A definition is demanded as the basis of a correct 
understanding of the term “¿Constructive Liberal- 
ism." As soon as the attempt is made to render a 
definition the trouble begins. For it is hardly likely 
that any two will define these words in the same 
terms, and this necessarily negatives construction. 
The point of real discrimination is one that is very 
difficult to make—that is, between Liberalism and 
that which it antagcnizes. Liberalism has never 
been creeded, and the terms of its definition render 
that impossible. Before this term Liberalism is 
understandingly definable it is necessary to consider 
two forces which lie behind all history and mold all 
human conduct through and by a third force which 
comes of the preceding forces. The first is supernat- 
ural (not that there is any such thing as the super- 
natural). The second is natural, and the resultant 
force is the artificial (art and science). Liberaliem in 
the first term of its definition discards the first so- 
called form of force. Liberalism denies its existence. 
But inasmuch as it has a credited existence in this 
world, and inasmuch as that credited existence has 
had an effect upon all history, it compels recognition 
in the terms of à rea] existence. Liberalism neces- 
sarily antagonizes this force, and it would displace it 
in its practical spheres upon the people, as it is 
already displaced in rational thought. Its rejection 
is fundamental to any definition possible which pur- 
ports to mesn Liberalism. In the light of the limits 
which beset us on every side it has no meaning in 
any systems as rational thought, seeing that it— 
whatever that may be—!ies beyond nature. As 
unreasonable as it is to thinking people, it has had 
almost universs] sway and it has written the world’s 
history in blood. It has ruled the world, and all the 
progress which has been msde has been in spite of 
this despotic force. Supernaturalism represents the 
deformed, abnormal side of all history. All of the 
crimes and tortures of the centuries are the cruel 
gifts of the supernatural. Liberalism in the first 
term of its definition is the ceaseless foe of supernat- 
urelism. Naturalism, on the other hand, is simply 
the force of nature, and evidences to the investigator 
a law of development as evolution. Its tendency is 
through ceaseless differentiation to force improve- 
ment on the ground of the survival of the fittest— 
that of selection. This lesson is impressed upon all 
thoughtful students of nature. Hence we have as the 
second term in the definition of Liberalism, alle- 
giance to nature, the indorsement of the natural. It 
is infidel to supernaturalism and faithful to the natu- 
ral. The practical side of Liberalism is in the 
removal of the first form of force, supernaturalism, 
and all it implies, as a fit condition of the current 
reading of nature and the enforcement of its lessons 
upon the people. The second fact in this definition, 
nature, demands of the Liberal thinker devotion and 
truthfulness, the adoption of its lessons whether the 
result is pleasure or pain. It furnishes us with the 
facts, with the materials for rational use or abuse, as 
the case may be. This brings us to the third term 
in our definition of Liberalism. It is the use of nat- 
ure under the guidance of deliberative actions in 
such a way as to force reformers amid the environ- 
ments which the so-called supernaturalism has cre- 
ated. This is only done through a destructive war- 
fare upon it. Now the question of constructive 
Liberalism comes in. If the terms of our definition 
are indorsed by more than one, then to the extent of 
that indorsement we might have incipient, construct- 
ive Liberalism, and the same will be true with any 
other definition. 

There are no terms of uuity in the light of which 
constructive Liberalism in the present status of Lib- 
eralism is a possibility. The first reason is a want of 
unity of thought as to its definition and the second 
reason comes of the fact that many of the Liberals 
have broken away from the bondage of creeded organ- 
izations, and are in constant dread of being caught 
ágain in that relation which might acquire supremacy 
over their liberty. And third, construction by impli- 
cation means a formulated basis of action—and here 
again the same conjecture will arise as to the possible 
hazard of liberty. I am in favor of organization 
when we arrive at that point when sufficient wisdom 
is at our command so that we can organize without 
& pope, creed, or formulated ideas. It will be 
seen, by those who are conversant wiih the history 
of Liberal thought, that the grest mission of Liberal- 
ism is to do what it has done in the past, work hard 
amid great sacrifice, with the hope that those io 
come will resp the benefit. The Liberals of other 
ages went forth on this mission in the presence of 


the thumbserew, rack, and the snapping crack of the 
fagot, but are traceable on the line of their march by 
the bloodstain of their bleeding feet on the rough, 
rocky way of their ascent, all through a desire to 
lighten up by truth the dark and dangerous way of 
superstition on the line of the supernatural. Though 
they have been doomed to a felon’s cell, and death, 
they are to be remembered by the coming centuries 
through the popularity of the truths for which they 
were murdered. These truths were stolen by the 
church, which wili swear by its trinity that they are 
the gift of the church to the world. If anything will 


tend to awaken a feeling that will invoke profanity | 


as the only fit terms in which to express intolerable 
contempt, it is these acts of prayerful thievery, which 
the church is guilty of. This church which has 
murdered through many long centuries the brave 
men and women who have had the courage of their 
discoveries, and dared to proclaim the same in the 
night of Christian superstition, now claims those dis- 
coveries and truths as its own. It is still the mis- 
sion of Liboralism io toil for the truth and if need be 
to suffer for it, knowing that when that truth gains 
recognition this old thievish church will steal it and 
claim it as its own gift to the world. If anything 
will make decency think damn, it is this infamous 
treason against those whom it has murdered, and 
those living whom this church would delight to treat 
in the same way if it could. 

I doubt if it is in ovr power to change, at present, 
the work of Liberalism. It is ever an uncertain 
quantity, and is to-day what it was not yesterday, 
and herein we find its true philosophy. It is not an 
ism. As soon as it becomes such, we can readily see 

‘what must be the outcome. Constructive Liberal- 
ism will soon bs an ism, and, in that event, it will 
become conservative, and that is on the down grade. 
It will soon demand a Christ, & Luther, a Wesley, 
and that will be the end of all progress. We note 
this fact in the history of the so-called heretics’ 
churchee. In this inception they were comparatively 
creediess—they were radical. Take Universalism 
and Unitarianism. Tho first demanded a better God 
than the old church had; Unitarianism demanded a 
better babyhood. They fought for their ideas, and 
hence they were persecuted by the old church, but 
the time came when the old church came up to the 
line with an improved God and babyhood; in the 
mean time these churches became only an ism, and 
there they remain as dead and as useless as it is pos- 
sible to be. They have become conservative, and 
now the greatest boon that can be conferred upon 
them is to have the old church smile on them. 
* Shame, where is thy blush?” There is nothing in 
modern civilization that is more pitiable and con- 
temptible than the position which Universalism and 
Unitarianism hold in relation to the old church. 
When orthodoxy has passed out of a belief in hell, 
Universalism and Unitarianism will have one. Such 
is the fate of an ism that is not founded in the old 
myth. Liberalism, even in its incipient organization, 
is showing the same fatal tendency—sesking to pia- 
cate its natural enemies— seeking to become an ism 
it points on the time of conservatism. It, too, will 
demand a Luther, a Calvin, a Wesley. But be it 
remembered that Liberalism lies in the main outside 
of all attempis to make if popular through s claim 
to respectability. When respectability means less 
than the truth, the Liberals of this country can 
afford to do without it. 

I claim that there is no respsstability in treason 
against truth; no respectability in endeavoring to 
play the part of a sycophant that an enemy might 
smile on you. Your respectability is ever on the 
line of the courage of one’s convistions and the love 
of the truth for truth’s sake. To you there is only 
one line of action at present that has a promise— 
that is, on the line of organization—and thai is polit- 
ical. I amof the opinion that this is the preéminent 
need of the present. Lot the Liberals organize on a 
political basis, introducing the Nine Demands into 
the platform as far as need be. I think we could in 
this way secure a unity of action that would tell in 
the interest of the Liberals of this country, and also 
that of all of the people of this nation. I conceive it 
to be among the possibilities that such organization 
would in time ultimate in the attainment of a posi- 
tion which would hold the balance of power. I am 
of the opinion that such a party will in the near fu- 
ture command more than a million votes, and the 
Libsrals of these United States can do more for the 
nation and for Liberalism than can be done in any 
other way, and if aconvention in 1892 could be called 
for that purpose there is no doubt that it would con- 
stitute one of the most important gatherings ever 
met in this country. Here we run no risk in taking 
a leader, no bondage is likely tọ come from such an 
organization; we could rally around a standard. 
bearer as we cannot under constructive Liberalism. 
This is the way which to me has more promise than 
any other way to my imagination. J. H. BURNHAM. 

Saginaw City, Mich. 


W. F. JAMIESON: 
What is Freethought? 
Its affirmative aide. 
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_ It embodies these principles as fundamental, bind- 
Ing on no one unless sanctioned by the individual 
conception of their truth. 

1. Reason is our guide; nature our standard; 
truth our aim. 

2. Eeleotieism— acceptance of truth from auy 
source. i 

8. Individual sovereignty. , 

4. There are valuable truths in all man-made book 
revelations. 

5. The more moral and intellectual our lives, the 
greater wil be our happiness. 

6. There is a germ of goodness in human nature 
which refines, ennobles, and will finally save tbe race 
from all immoralities. 

T. The scientific study of nature will insure to the 
mind knowledge, whieh will beget wisdom, and 
wisdom tesches cheerful obedience to natural law, 
resulting in health, happiness, and long life. 

8. Evolution, the universal law of progress. 

9. The domain of science is boundless as the uni- 
verse, and science deals with matter and force, the 
visible and invisible. 

10. The pursuit of truth for its own sake, and its 
application to the improvement of mankind, consti- 
tute the highest motives of human action. 

11. Free thought, free speech, free press demand 
the interchange of ideas ; “universal mental liberty ;" 
“justice for all, privileges for none ;” “ promote the 
general welfare ;” insure the brotherhood and sister- 
hood of the race. 

12. “ Hear both sides, then decide.” Never decide 
until more than one side has been thoroughly studied. 
“Any system which shuns investigation openly 
manifests its own error.” 

Negative principles: 

1. There is no proof of the existence of any of the 
pagan, Christian, or other gods. é 

2. No proof of the existence of a malignant fiend, 
adversary of man, a supernatural, personal devil. 


pathway is east by those corpses—and that shadow 
is religion. Dust, ashes, shadows will disappear. 
There need be no apprehension that their destruction 
will be toc sudden. While they continue, the atmos- 
phere we breathe will be laden with poison. 

Lei every Freethinker shout his happy deliverance 
from the spider-trap of superstition. 

W. F. Jameson. 


Our London Letter. 

An old suggestion has again seen the light in a 
recent number of the Guardian. An Oxford parson 
pleads therein for the publiestion of all “ semi. Ration- 
slistic” works in Latin, so that common people 
should not read them and get their faith shaken. I 
suppose wholly Rationalistic works should be printed 
in Greek or Arabic. But could there be a fuller 
admission of the utter rottenness of the buttresses 
supporting the Christian religion? This particular 
parson appears to be rather clearer-sighted than many 
of his brethren; and having probably read some of 
these objectionable works, can see that no satisfactory 
answers can be given to them, and therefore the only 
way to preserve the effete creed a while longer is to 
suppress such works as far as possible. It is a well- 
understood fact that the aristocracy of inteilect no 
longer believe the old dogmas, though it is nothing 
to the credit of many of them thai they still lend 
their support in a measure, and refrain from express- 
ing their real opinions publicly. And if the more 
ignorant become equally enlightened, they will be 
more candid, with the result that the current creed 
will tumble ignominiously and speedily into the 
grave that has been so long ready to receive it. 

A lively little passage of arms tock place a few 
days back in the London county counei! on the sug- 
gestion of a reverend alderman to accord a reception 
to Mr. Stanley, the African explorer. On the face, 
it seems difficult to see what such a body has to do 
with such a matter, but the alderman evidently wanted 


3. No endless hell or place of torment. 

4. No innate, nor total, depravity of man. 

5. No vicarious atonement. 

6. No physical resurrection from the dead. 

7. No miracles in the sense of violations or in- 
fringements of natural law. 

8. No special revelation from sny god to man. 

9. No special providence. 

10. No positive proof that a man lives after he is 
dend. 

The affirmative side, as I interpret Freethought, 
starts with Reason. Its book is Nature. Its grand 
aim is Truth. The principles which follow the first 
threefold statement naturaily flow from it; have their 
source in it. E 

The second principle makes a sectarian Free- 
thinker an impossibility, prompts him to shun dog- 
matism as a disease, and gives him, or her, “ the 
freedom of the city” not only, but the freedom of 
the universe. 

The third principle is the corner-stone of the 
American republic; makes every man a king in his 
own right, and every woman a queen iu her right. 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity their heritage. 

Fifth and sixth, salvation from error, falsehood. 
Dogradation is from within. Humanity must save 
itself. Its individual members musi become self- 
savers, if ever saved. 

Seventh. . Freethought and science are inseparable 
companions. All that is scientific is cordiaily wel- 
comed by Freethought, as expressed in all of the 
succeeding affirmative principles, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth. 

The Freethinker lives to glorify the race, not to 
praise God. So, naturally, he formulates negative 
declarations. The negations sre such as cause the 
“galled jade” of superstition to wince, and in her 
blind fury she imagines that the * negatives" of the 
Freethinker are all he has. She feels them the most. 
Ali that he “denies” and “donbts” are the very 
things which nobody has proved, unless it may be 
the last named, and on that the Materialistic Free- 
thinker is still seeking light. Devils, Gods, hells, 
miracles, all supernaturalism, are brushed aside by 
Freethinkers. They sre the cobweb follies of our 
ancestors, still retained by a few intelligent people, 
out of compliment, partly, to the ignorant past. 
Tbe denials and doubts of Freethinkers are in obedi- 
enca to common sense against baseless assumptions 
—sacred foolishness. Churches, Gods, devils, relig- 
ions might cease to exist to-day and the Fresthought 
movement would still advance with resistless force 
to educate and liberate. The things it denies are 
merely hindrances in its pathway of progress which 
will be ground to pumice. 


The Freethinker's denial of “Ohristian morality," 


as embraced in the doctrine of “vicarious atone- 
ment,” is a shot through the very heart of the sys- 
tem of Christianity itself. That doctrine is a mill- 
stone around the neck of Obristianity. It is a con- 
tradiction of every moral precept which it borrowed. 
It perpetually offers a premium for the commission 
of crime. Human nature will be better, purer, 
nobler when Christianity ceases to exist—there will 


be one gigantic evil less to deal with. The gods and 
devils are dead. The dark shadow athwart our 


his connection with that body. | 
parliamentary duties sufüoienily heavy, without en- 


a reputation for hospitality at the ratepayer's expense, 
but this pardonable ambition was promptly nipped 
in the bud by John Burns, of strike fame, who does 
not seem to hav been very fer out in his estimate of 
the great explorer’s character. It certainly did seem 
Somewhat out of place for a minister of Christ to 
propose a public welcome to & man who does not 
hold his dusky brcther's life at a great valuation. 

The Record reports the finding of a manuscript of 
the New Testament dating from the middle of the 
fourth century in a Turkish library at Damascus, by the 
bishop of Nicomedia, who has previously made other 
equally valuable discoveries. It is further stated that 
the civilized world will await further particulars with 
extreme interest. But as the civilized world has not 
apparently become very excited over the matter, I 
dare say it will wait with patience until the bishop 
has more information to giv on the subjsot. Bui 
this discovery of ancient manuscripts proving the 
truth of the Bible fables is nearly played out, aud no 
one takes much interest in these periodica! reports. 

The papal encyclical has fallen somewhat flat; pao- . 
ple may read it as s matter of curiosity, and then 
throw it aside as they would any other item of news, 
and think no mere about it. I is as well to hav euch 
documents published occasionally, as it shows the 
power they once possessed is no longer in force, and 
their promulgation has not the slightest effect one 
way or the other. 

Mr. Bradlaugh has returned from his Indian trip, 


and although he has benefited by the voyage, he 


does not appear to be thoroughly restored to his 


former state of health. Ho wiil undoubiedly hav to 
husband his resources of strength, which are not now 


so great as formerly, and though he will submit his 
resignation as president to the national Secular 
Society, it is understood he will by no means sever 
Ho wil find his 


gaging in other activ work, and it behooves him to 
take eare of a life, perhaps as valuable to others as 
himself. J. D. 
Crrrarnty we do not need to be soothed and en- 
tertained always like children. Hə who resorts to 
the easy novel, because he is languid, does no better 
than if he took a nap. The front aspect of great 
thoughts can only be enjoyed by those who stand on 
the side whence they arrive. Books, noi whieh 
afford us a cowering enjoyment, but in which each 
thought is of unusual daring; such as an idle man 
cannot read, and a timid one would not be enter- 
tained by, which even make us dangerous to existing 
institutions—such call I good books.— Thoreau. 
— Ot Oe 


Tavs it is that a careful survey of history will 
prove that the Reformation made the most progress 
not in those countries where the people were most 
enlightened, but in those countries where, ftom polit- 
ical causes, the clergy were least able to withstand 
the people.— Buckle. 


—————— ——— 999 M 
Men hav a singular desire to be good without 
being good for snything, because, perchance, they 
think vaguely that so it will be good for them in the 
end.— Thoreau. 
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THE 


Communications. 


Ideal Materialism. 


I believe that all phenomena are but the various 
manifestations of one universal force which is a prep- 
erty of hypothetical “ matter” coeval with it, and that 
is eternal, ineepsrable fromit ; and that its personifica- 
tion is the God of nature who presides over the im- 
mutable laws of causation which direct and control 
all phenomena. I aiso believe that the planets of 
the solar system were at one time parts of the sun, 
whose rays in ages past stored the energy in the coal 
that we use at present, and we waste or lose a large 
portion of it in rendering the remainder available. 
The sun evaporates the water tbat supplies the 
streams, and produces the winds that carry it to the 
highlands and mountains from whence it returns to 
the seas, expending in various ways slong its course 
the same amount of energy the sun expended in 
raising it. Its rays impart their energy to vegetable 
life, which could not exist without them, and this 
sustains animal life. 

If the opinion I hav expressed regarding the origin 
of the planets is correct, the sun is indirectly and 
otherwise the only source of power in the solar 
system. It certainly runs all the machinery in the 
world, winds our watches, moves our bodies, and 
actuates our thoughts. And as far as our solar 
system is concerned, it seems to do everything. If 
we consider our planetary system alone, the sun ap- 
pears to be the embodiment of the personification of 
force, that I hav called the God of nature. But the 
sun can create nothing. Who or what created 
matter then? I deny that matter really exists and 
claim that our senses— which advise us of ali that of 
which we hav knowledge or evidence—are themselve 
incapable of taking cognizance of matter as an actual 
entity, but these merely recognize immaterial proper- 
ties which sre called phenomena and ascribed to 
matter. If I examin a piece of brass, as an illustra- 
tion, I discover it is capable of making an impression 
on each of my personal senses. I observe it bears a 
golden color, but this is not matter, and in absolute 
darkness all things are black—in other words, with- 
out color whatever. I also see it has a certain shape, 
and it is of a definit size. These impressions are 
confirmed by my sense of touch, which informs me 
further the metal is hard, and that when I press 
agsinst it it resists my touch with equal force, thus 
demonstrating the proposition that action and reaction 
are equal and opposit. This sense also givs me some 
knowledge of its weight. But size and form and 
hardness are not matter, nor is weight or resistance 
matter. 

It may be objected that only absolute matter can 
hay actual weight, but as the mass and size invariab!y 
accompany any matter, I may claim that properties like 
these hav weight, which itself is an immaterial attrac- 
tion, and such quslities as color are imponderable 
phenomena, as an object weighs no more in the light 
which sbows its color than in perfect darkness which 
deprives it of all color. The sense of sight itself is 
an immaterial perception produced by the reflection 
of an object on a “sight center” which corresponds 
with the expanded terminal of one of the filaments of 
the optic nerve. If I strike the piece of brass that 
is under examination I find it is thrown into vibration 
and these movements being communiested to the 
atmosphere or other medium are conveyed to the 
tympanum and converted into sound by the auditory 
nerve and its accessory apparatus. This is purely a 
local phenomenon that, like the sense of sight, only 
exists in the mind whose organization creates it. 
Tho trees fail in silence in an abandoned forest and 
the waves break in silence on the uninhabited rocks 
of the ocean. The sense of taste comprises the 
sensations produced by certain substances coming in 
contact with spacial nerves, and it is thought that in 
a like manner minute particles of odoriferous bodies 
being brought in contact with the olfactory nerve 
occasions the sense of smell. The sensations sttrib- 
utable to these senses inform us that brass has a 
* metallic" taste and a peculiar odor. But sensation 
is not matter. Therefore we find the piece of brass 
we hav analyzed, and would naturally pronounce 
matter, is really the sum of its qualities and equal to 
this equation: A certain form plus a certain size plus 
a certain color plus (a certain hardness — a certain 
resistance) plus a certain weight plus a certain vibra- 
tion plus a certain taste plus 2 certain odor — the piece 
of brass, just as meats plus potatoes plus seasonings 
= hash, or self-interest plus brutality — the in- 
stinctiv character of the New Yorkers, or five plus 
ten plus five hundred plus one — five hundred six- 
teen — V plus X plus D plus I= DXVI = 5 plus 
10 plus 500 plus 1 = 516. We do not compute 
signs or symbols but we compute the ideas that 
these signs and symbols represent. I submit the 
following proposition as an axiom of "qualitativ 
mathematics.” The qualities that are common to 
all the properties added belong to their sum. Now, 
as all properties are immaterial like those of the 
piece of brass which we hav analyzed, it follows that 
their sum cannot be a material quantity. The rela- 
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tions of abstract properties which cannot “be megs- | comprehensible to our minds. 


ured” are not usually considered susceptible of a 
mathematical demonstration, but if the actual values 
of their qualities are not known, these may be given 
practical values, and be computed by the ordinary 
rules of mathematics and in accordance with special 
axioms. [state in illustration: that which promotes 
plessure may be regarded ss good and all that 
causes sorrow considered evil, but I know of nothing 
that under this construction is wholly good or 
entirely evil. Thus we msy regard the use of s:co- 
holie liquors in general as produetiv of ten times as 


much evil as good and as one part good and nine- 


parts evil, and when we subtract the good from the 
evil, we find it as & whole is an evil, for plus good 
minus — 9 — 10 evil = the whole. 

Most persons realize that the use of intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage is a national evil, and but few 
of these wish this acknowledged evil suppressed by 
law. Laws seem to be violated in inverse propcr- 
tion to the squares of the severity of their penalties. 
The illustrations I hav given explain what I mean by 
* qualitativ mathematics.” I now make a few special 
observations on the personal senses. These imma- 
terial agencies in their normal state apprise us of the 
properties that exist within their range of action by 
converting the impressions received from external 
sources into the sensible manifestations of sight, 
sound, touch, taste, and odor. But phenomena are 
not dependent on external impressions alone, for the 
senses are manifested in trance and sleep, and the 
mind discerns with great clearness the differences 
between these actual manifestations and the mere 
remembrance or recollection of them. Augustine 
relates thai Gennadius, a Carthaginian physioan, was 
convinced cf the immortality of the soul by a dream 
in which he saw a young man who reasoned with 
him on the subject, arguing that as he could see 
when his bodily eyes were ciosed in sleep, so he 
would find when his bodily senses were exiinct in 
death he would sse, hear, snd feel with the senses of 
bis spirit. In sleep we see views that do not exist, 
hear language that is not uttered, and touch, taste, 
and sme!) things that arenot. Yet these conceptions 
are as real to us as the external impressions that are 
sometimes incorporated into our dreams or the per- 
ceptions of our wakeful hours. This seems to con- 
firm the theory I am advocating, which is that the 
mind is an actual entity which creates its own en- 
vironment in accordance with external impressions 
and physiological conditions and influences. 

As phenomena are not themselvs matter, the latter 
is but a bypothesis which is designed expressly for 
the purp^*e of explaining the former. A hypothesis 
is not matter. It simply is a plausible theory which 
may be demonstrated but cannot be proved. The 
ancients believed the sun revolved once around ine 
earth in each pericd of twenty-four hours. They 
mey hav said, “ The apparent place of the sun twenty- 
four hours ago was where it is now and will be again 
twenty-four hours later, and this demonstrates our 
theory.” The newer theory that the earth turns 
once around in twenty-four hours is also compatible 
with the demonstration. I deny that matter is an 
actual entity, grant it is a hypothetical one, and con- 
cede that a hypothetical entity is & practical one. 
Therefore phenomena follow esch other in the same 
order of succession that would be the case if matter 
were an actual entity. As a bypothetieal entity it 
was not created, as & practical one it cannot be an- 
nibilated. We may infer by analogy that which can 
not be destroyed could not hav been created. That 
which has a commencement must find an end, but 
that which has no beginning may never end. Some 
things seem complex solely because of their extreme 
simplicity. Newton the eminent astronomer could 
not bridle his horse, but Alexander loosed the Gor 
dian knot (which bad puzzled several generations) 
by the simple process of cutting it. In speculating 
on probabilities or contemplating the infinit, one is 
apt to overlook an axiom in seeking or snticipating 
8 more complex solution to the problem under con- 
sideration. What is more simple than to infer that 
matter in ifs comprehensiv sense has elways existed 
in some form, and it must always continue its natural 
course in forms of ever changing identity ; that it is 
like space and time, eternal and infinit? 

Let us endeavor to comprehend this aspeet by 
comparing it with the following similitude. The 
present seems the continuation of the eternal past, 
and the future the everlasting prolongation of the 
present, and this analogy applies to space and mat- 
ter. I believe the universe has neither center nor 
limit, and could I proceed from any point in a straight 
line forever I would encounter space and matter 
eternally. 

It is jess difficult to comprehend the infinitude of 
matter, space, and time, than to conceive of their 
originations or their terminations. On the other 
hand, if matter in its comprehensiv sense was created 
by a material agency, iis creator must be the subject 
of natural laws, and as eternal change is the order 
of all forms of matter, he could not preserve his 
identity eternally. If fhe “creator” is an immaterial 
agency, he possesses none of the atiributes ascribed 


to matter, and he is not perceptible to our senses or ! 


As we must neces- 
sarily admit the eternal existence of some ontity, it 
seems to me more logical, for the reasons I hav 
stated, to grant the eternal existence of matter, its 
natural laws and their phenomena, than to assume 
that an eternal and incomprehensible abstraction hss 
created something from nothing, endowed the crea- 
tion with the immutable laws that govern all its 
manifestations, and passed from an activ deity to an 
honorary one. Matter is something—in our minds 
—and ii is an axiom that something cannot be made 
from nothing. If matter was vot created it has al- 
ways existed, and it never had a cause and it is not 
an effect. A cause must precede an effect, and an 
effect must hav its antecedent cause. If a deity has 
always existed ib seems an instance of his good luck, - 
so to speak. I think the animal kingdom was 
evolved by nature from the vegetable one, and the 
latter is & production of the mineral one. There 
never has been a line drawn between the animal 
kingdom and the vegetable one. They blend in in- 
sensible graduations jn many instances. Plants and 
animals hav many features in common, includiug 
respiratory and circulatory systems and the sexual 
distinctione. There are certain species which are not 
classified as belonging to either of these kingdoms 
exclusivly, because they are unquestionably members 
of both. It occurs to me, in this connection, that 
the hair is a vegetable growth, since it possesses life 
without sensation, and often grows luxuriantly after 
death until the scalp, its soil, is impoverished. It 
seems.a significant fact that we derive our sustenance 
through the same progressiv order of the three 
kingdoms that I hav delineated. 

Life is the competitiv struggle of each individual - 
for subsistence and of every species for existence. 
Pisnts and animals increase in a geometrical ratio, 
snd hav done so for thousands of ages. 

This process has populated the earth, the air, and 
the water to repletion, and it now keeps the quantity 
of life, or life considered as a whole, at its maximum. 
As an increase in one kingdom necessitates a diminu- 
tion in one or both the others, so Goes the increase 
of one species involve the decrease cf others. We 
cannot breathe, walk, est, or drink without destroy- 
ing animal life. We kill the insects that would con- 
sume our crops for their own preservation, to our 
impoverishment, and kindness to our species is 
cruelty to theirs. We elay animals for food, and 
their energy, which was derived from the sun origi- 
nally and has worked changes in the two inferior 
kingdoms before it reached our own, reverts to us 
and moves our brains and bodies. Tho stronger of 
individuals and species thrcughout nature prey upon 
the weaker ones, and only raise themselvs by mount- 
ing on those they crush beneath them, in the struggle 
for life and the survival of the “ fittest.” This much 
for nature, her “God,” snd his equity. I regard 
msn as a part of nature, a manifestation of “ matter,” 
and the subject of its laws. These can never perfect 
his adaptation to an ever-changing environment, but 
they may yet improve pis character, and eliminate its 
selfisuness to such an extent that he will subvert 
the usual order of nature sufficiently to at last treat 
the individual of his own species with justice and 
beneficence. This much for man. 

JuriíN MARCELLAS. 
-oa 


My Say About the Pictures. 


As Moses was inspired to write an account of his 
own death and buris!, so I hav been inspired to write 
about the pisturee. I had made up my mind that I 
could stand Tug Trura BERKER at least a little while 
longer with or without the pictures, and that I 
would hav no hand in the ecntroversy. 

But I had a dream the other night, and dreamed 
that if I did aot write about the pictures they would 
be disecntinucd, Tue TRUTH Sxrxer stopped, and 
Freethought would get a set-back. Dreams are not 
to be passed over lightly, and this settled the matter 
at once, a8 the dream of Joseph settled the godship 
of Jesus. 

I dreamed a dream the other night 
When all around was still; 

Idreamed I seed Susanna dear 
A-comin’ down de hill. 

She bad de hoe.cake in her mouth, 
A tear was in her eye; 

Says I, my dear, I’m from de South, 
Susanna, don’t you cry. 

Now, suppose we had sixty or seventy thousand 
men in this country whose business it was to make 
the people believe the above lines were inspired. 
And suppose they should succeed in making nine out 
of ten believe it, would we be bound to treat those 
men with a great deal of deference? 

But there is a great deal of holy slush crammed 
down the throats of the people by the priesthood as 
inspired which is just as foolish as the above lines 
are. If these lines are shockingly silly, they hav the 
merit of not being shockingly indecent, and that is 
more than can be said for much of the mental gar- 
bage which is devoured because the people are made 
to believe that it was written by divine dictation. 

The men who are engaged in teaching this non- 
sense are not only holding the world to a standstill, 
but are absolutely striving to drive the people back 
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to au age of superstition and ignorance, when it was | clear 


believed that people could rise up out of the 


and the planets could be stopped in their courses. 

For thousands of years there has been a class of 
men whose object has bean to engraft the most hor. 
rible superstitions upon the minds of the people. 
They hav never been the promoters of science. They 
hav never tried te better the condition of men in 
this life, but hav ever directed the mind to barren 
regions beyond the clouds. They hav never investi- 
gated the laws of nature, from the fact that their 
God was the cause of every phenomenon, and there 
was no inducement to scientific research. 

There has been another class of men, small in 
number, who hav ignored the miraculous, and who 

.hav been the most patient toilers for the world's 
good, and who hav tried to acsount through the 
laws of nature for all the phenomena whieh we 
behold. 

Between these two classes there has been a per- 
petual warfare. Ali who hav differed from the advo- 
cates of superstition hav been denominated Infidels, 
with whom they believed their God was always 
angry, and whom he would consign to everlasting 
punishment. There never has been and never can be 
a compromise. 

Tae advocates of superstition hav always resorted 
io the most cruel and desparate measures and taken 
every mean advantage. They hav never hesitated at 
any measure which would redound to their interest 
if it could be accomplished by lying or densi. 

Then why should we be afraid of offending them? 
Why attempt to- inveigle them into our camp when 
they are ever on the alert to giv us s fatal stab? 
Auy attempt to cultivate fraternal feelings with 
them will ond as disastrously as for the lamb to fra- 
lerniz3 with the wolf. There is no natural sffinity. 
They are our sworn enemies. Even a enrelesa peru- 
sal of the Christian papers of the country ought to 
satisfy any mind that they observe no honorabie rule 
of warfare, but lie in wait for us like a beast of prey. 

I hold nothing in common with believers in God- 
written books. Their tendency is to block the wheels 
of progress, and hold us back to the usages and 
ignorance of the people from whom they originated. 
Talmage says we want to get back into the “old 
paths.” The very best men they could boast in old 
Bible times would be bad men today. Then to 
think of the morals of the man “afier God's own 
heart!” Whew! There oan be no wider differance 
between two classes of men than existis between 
Christians and Liberals. Wo are actually traveling 
in opposit directions. They are trying to lead the 
people back to the ignorance and barbarism of three 
thousand years ego, snd the Liberals are pressing 
forward to a higher civilization. 

The people of to-day are a hundred times better 
quelified to write a Bible than the writers who pro- 
duced the holy mumble. 

The truth is, the combined wisdom cf the world 
could not write a book every way suited to the needs 
of the people a thousand yesrs hence. 

With these facts before or eyes, is i$ not the 
hight of folly to seek to establish anything like a 
union between Liberals and Christians? 

I am in open hostility to tbe whole Christisn 
scheme, and I would treat Christians just as I would 
any other public enemy. Wherever and whenever I 
can strike a blow that will weaken their influence, 
with whatever weapon, that biow will be struck. . 

Liberals may differ in regards to methods'as they 
differ about other matters, but when it comes to 
shaping things to suit Christians then I lose my 
stomach. 

There seems to be a disposition manifested on the 
pari of some to carry on the Libera! work in a sort 
of pious way so as not to offend Christians. But I 
te!l you there is no half-way house where Liberals and 
Obristians can mest snd indorse each other's plans. 
The attempt ia just as foclish aa to try to weld a piece 
of cast steel to an icicle. 

* My voice is still for war—"an open war and a 
fair fight. 

The men who hav been the boldest and most out- 
spoken hav exerted the most and best influence. 

It was ssid that Bennett said many things which 
hurt. I guess they did, for he was s perfect Herou- 
les, and when a stone went whizzing from his sling 
there was always a dead man in the enemy's camp. 
No man in his time did more to popularize Free- 
thought, and no man dealt more unsparingly with 
the old superstition. Not even prison bara could 
divert him from his purpose. 

I am in favor of sny measure which has a tendency 
to uproot the old superatition sud destroy the con- 
fidence of the people in the holy blab as an inspired 
book. 

Can any man in his sober senses believe that Hes- 
ton’s pictures hav not had a tendonoy to weaken the 
faith of the people in regard to the inspiration of 
the old Jewish scrap-book? It is said that they 
* repel" more than they “attract.” Bui whom do 
they repel? Not the friends, but the enemies of our 
cause, 

Why this equeamisbness in regard to the pictures? 
Simply because Liberals kav not yet gut entirely 
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of the slime of the old superstition—and hav still 


grave|a sort of holy horror of ridiculing what Christians 


regard as sacred things. Heston hasa rare 
is turning his talent to good account. 
has been given, and from him much has been re- 
ceived. 
talent, but men of narrow views will insist that 
everyone must work as they work. 

I hav many a heariy laugh over some of Heston’s 
grotesque conceptions. In showing some of Heston's 
decided hits, I hav remarked, “ Heston has dropped 
& cannon ball through another cobweb of the old 
superstition.” 


It is no use for a Christian to try £o look solemn ; | 


some of the pictures will make a dried mummy 
laugh right cut, and I tell you a Christian is in a bad 
way when he is sn unwilling laugher. Let the grave 
sey what they will, there is nothing which will make 
& man catch breath like well-directed and well- 
merited ridicule. 

iam informed that Horace Greeley admitted to a 
friend, after being defeated in the canvass for the 
presidency, thet the cartoons of Nast did more to 
defeat him than any other measure adopted by his 
oppoaents. 

But it is said that Heston's pictures are blasphe- 
mcus. As late as the sixteenth century, everything 
was blasphemous that did nob please the Christians. 
Two hundred years ago every Christian would hav 
expected the wrath of God to fall upon the designer 
of such pictures, and.everyone would hav wanted ic 
enjoy the luxury of dipping the tip of his fioger at 
least in his hesrt’s blood, 

The reason why Heston's pictures are blasphemous 
is because they go like a hot iron into the very heart 
of the priesthood and the old superstition. 

There seams to be s sort of sickly disposition 
manifested on the part of some who claim to be Lib- 
eral to run Freethought papers in some unknown 
and mysterious way 80 as to please Christians. But 
it is sn impossibility. As well try to make the law 
of gravitation attract and repel at the same time. 
The ox and the ass oan never work in the same yoke. 

Continue the pietures—hew to the line. If the 
chips fly in the teeth of Christians, let them stand 
oub of the way. Do their papers boom our cause 
to any great extent? In what way hav they laid us 
under obligations to them, so that we are bound to 
teason onr menial food to suib their tastes ? 

Whst kind of a Freethought paper would it be, go 
conducted as to “attract” and aot offend Christians? 
Or what kind of a battle would we fight if we allowed 
the cohorts of Christianity to cfficer our army? If 
Christians had the power they would blot cut every 
Freethought psper in the land. 

With a little persuasion perhaps we might induce 
them to open cur conventions with prayer. Aud 
then they might “lend a hand” in conducting our 
papers. And then it might be policy to hav each 
one of our publie speakers go to Talmage or some 
other eminent divine, snd hav him reeast his or her 
lectures so that they will not “repel” Christians. 
When all this is accomplished we shall be in condi- 
tion to “move on the enemy’s works." 

A boy saw a mule by the roadside once and made 
up his mind that he would mske the mule get out of 
his way. So he sneaked up and kicked him behind, 
and the mule seni him back about twenty feet rolling 
in the duet. The boy got up and measured the dis- 
tance between him and tie mule, and exclaimed: ‘Is 
if possible that I &kiekef thet mule as far as that?” 
Now when wa hav made the above concessions, and 
do nothing and gay nothing to “repel” or offend the 
hidebound devotees of the oid superstition, we shall 
hav kieked the old Christian mule further than the 
boy did with about the same resuit. I hav taken 
Tux Truro Srexer ever since its first inception, 
therefore it will be inferred that I take great interest 
in that paper. And I would hav it pursve the same 
aggressiv policy which has hitherto characterized it. 

I would not say that it is the best Freethought 
paper in the world, but I will say that I believe that 
it has convinced more men and women of the error 
of their ways and given them the courage to stand up 
and be counted than any other paper with which I 
am acquainted. 

The reason is, it has been bold and outspoken and 
ealled things by their proper names, and never has 
looked up to sea whether Mrs. Grundy frowned or 
smiled. 

I hav never said as much about Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
before, for somehow it seemed to me like boasting of 
good traits in my own family. 

Now I hav given some pointers in regard to the 
pictures. No Liberal is bound by what I say, only 
so far as my suggestions look ressonable. I would 
say to every Liberal, if you do not like my plan, work 
out a plai of your own, but keep to work until the 
old superstition shall giv way to sense and science, 
and the ecclesiastical yoke shall be lifted from the 
shoulders of the people. _ Jonn Peck. 

Naples, N. Y. 

—_— 2 ——— — — 

Untu common minds doubt respecting religion, 
they can never receive any new scientific conclusion at 
variance with it—-as Joskus and Copernicus,—Puchle. 


gift, and | eredulous, 
To him much | and critical. 
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Christianity and Rationalism. 
One flourishes best among the most ignorant and 


the other among the most enlightened 


One believes in the mystical, ancient, miraculous, 


Every man must work according to his|and the actuality of the impossible; the other be- 


lieves in all that can be proved real in the past and 
present, and what reasonably may be in the future. 

One gays, Believe or.be burnt and be damned ; the 
other says, Be honest, believe when convinced, and do 
what you think is right. 

One is full of other-worldliness, the other attends 
strictly to the world he now livs on. 

One hopes for happiness in heaven; the other 
tries to earn and make happiness and heaven here. 

One teaches that though you are ever so great a 
sinner, you may, by an act of faith in & creed, trang- 
fer ail your guilt to the back of an innocent Jesus, 
and enjoy eternal bliss forever after death ; the other 
teaches that he doubles his iniquity who aecepts 
pardon by the sufferings of an innocent person in his 
stead. 

One teaches that we are all totally lost and de- 
praved, and that only the power of God can make us 
saints; the other believes that ail our faculties are 
good and useful and that we shouid take care lest 
we demoralize ourselvs. 

One tries to destroy confidence in man and estab- 
lish confidence [faith] in God; the other tries to 
destroy faith in God and establish confidence &mong 
men. 

One believes that confidence [faith] in what you 
do. not understand is the highest of virtucs; the 
other thinks that it is better to limit your confidence 
to what you do urderstand and know something 
about. 

One says we Ought to walk and see by confidence 
[faith]; the other says we would better open our eyes 
and look before we leap. 

One hopes to be happy by and by by loving and 
serving a God he has not seen; the other is happy 
now by loving end serving some one he has seen and 
who can be benefited by his love and help. One 
tries to fit people for another world; the other tries 
to make them better fit to livin this one. One does 
not want God to see him doiug wrong; the other 
does not want to see himself in wrong-doing. 

One hopes to escape just punishment and receive 
& reward by and by; the other expects to reap just 
what he sows, and wants to earn and get all his 
rewards here and now. 

One persecutes for opinion’s saske; the other only 
asks for justice and fair play, and givs to all every 
privilege and right it asks for itself. 

One is very aggressiv; the other is only defensiv 
and progressiv. 

One invented implements of torture, holy water, 
holy candles, crucifixes, altars, pulpits, ceremonies, 
creeds, imaginary crimes, witches, ghosts, a devil, & 
God, s heaven, anda hell. Tho other bas given us 
cur civilization and all the sciences; the steam- 
engin, telegraph, telephone, sewing-machine, and all 
the other useful inventions. 

To one death is the king of terrors; to the other 

It is æ last, a long, a beautiful rest, 

When all sorrow is past from the brow and the breast. 

The Christian hates and slanders tha Rationalist, 
and the Rationalist smiles and pities the poor Chris- 
lian. . Pror, C. L Basxzrr, Ex-Cbristian. 

Oo ——— — —— 


The Story of Lot/s Wife. 


The question which a religious oriental put to 
himself in ancient times at Usdum, says Prof. Àn- 
drew D. White in the Popular Science Monthly, was 
substantially thet which bis descendant to-day puts 
to himself at Kosseir: ^ Why is this region thus 
blasted ?"— * whence these pillars of sali?” or 
* whence these blocks cf granit?’—‘ what aroused 
the vengeance of Jehovah or of Allah to work these 
miracles of desolation ?” ; 

And, just ss Maxime du Camp recorded the an- 
swer of the modern Shemite at Kosseir, so the com- 
pilers of the Jewish sacred books recorded the 
answer of the ancient Shemite at the Dead sea; 
just as Allah at Kosseir blasted the land and trans- 
formed the melons into bowlders which are seen ta 
this day, so Jehovah at Usdom blasted the land and 


-transformed Lots wife into a pillar of sait which is 


seen to this day. 

No more difficulty was encountered in the forma- 
tion of the Lot legend, to account for that rock 
resembling the human form, than in the formation 
of the Niobe legend, which accounted for a supposed 
human resemblance in the rock at Sipylos; it grew 
up just as we hay seen thousands of similar myths 
and legends grow up about striking natural appear- 
ances in every home of the humsn race. Being thus 
consorant with the universal view regarding the re- 
lation of physical geography to the divine govern- 
ment, it became s treasure of the J ewish nation and 
of the Christian church, a treasure not only to be 
guarded against all hostil intrusion, but to be 
increased, as we shall see, by the myth-making 

owers of Jews, Christians, and Mohammedans for 
thousands of years, 
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The Pictures. 
We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of twenty- 
three new subscribers on the picture account during 
the past week, as well ss the following donations: 


J. W. Wilkinson......... $ 50/8. H. Sanford.... 
P. Grigg............... ..  90| Geo. Penman. s 
Mrs. Mary A. Horne.... 1 00 |I. H. Murray............... 


A. Besaeth.........eeeee eee 1 00 


This makes two hundred and ninety-one new sub- 
Seribers ; $150.40 donations. 

We would again call attention to the offer of “Try 
Square" as a premium for new subscribers. The 
terms are: Copies of the book to be given as premi- 
ums to, or for, new subscribers who pay the regular 
price of $3 for Tae TaurH Sxzrzns one year, before 
March 11th. One copy of the book to be given to 
every volunteer new subscriber, and one to every 
old subseriber who procures a new one at the regular 
price of $3. The price of the book by itself is $1. 

The Literature Fund has been enriched since the 
last acknowledgment by these sums: 


Jas. N. Falling............ $1 75 A. E. Kittell............... 
H. Merrick...... ........... 1 00: Ezra Gladding............. 


There are innumerable calls upon this fund, and 
it is hoped that it will not be allowed to languisb, 
As Captain Adams says, it is one of the best con- 


structiy agencies of Fresthought. - 
— ———— 9-19 9— ————— 


The Bible and the Charaeter of. God Indefen- 
sible. 

At the recent meeting of the New York Presbytery, 
in the discussion over the proposed revision of the 
Confession of Faith, the Rev. D. G. Wylie said: 
“Mr. Ingersoll has been quoted in this debate. We 
are to giv up the Confession, because we cannot 
answer his arguments against the doctrins of the 
Confession. Can we answer his arguments against 
the Bible and the character of God? If we cannot, 
shell we giv up the scriptures and God? The argu- 
ments of Infidels cannot be answered on the grounds 
of pure resson.” Thatisa pretty frank admission 
that the Bible and the character of God as therein 
portrayed are indefensible. And it is also one of 
the best arguments in favor of revising the Confes- 
sion, because the Confession follows the lines of the 
Bible and is a logical statement of what God is and 
will do, if the Bible be true. The Confession is 
altogether too biblical for this age, and most intelli- 
gent Presbyterians know it. It is a formula of doc- 
trin too horrible to teach, and one which one-half of 
the Presbyterians at least do not believe. 

But, nevertheless, the old Calvinism is strictly 
biblical and is the only logical one of the many 
Christian creeds. The doctrin of God’s sovereignty 
—his omniscience aud omnipotence—leads directly 
to the doctrin of election, and reprobation is the 
inevitable corollary of election. If God knew all 
things from all eternity he knew just how many peo- 
ple the whole world would hav, and which of them 
were to be saved, and which of them reprobated to 
eternal misery. He knew the ones he would pass 
by and the ones he would call. To doubi this is to 
doubt bisomniscience. Salvation under these circum. 
stances is nof a matter of choice, but of foreordina- 


iion. As Dr. Patton of Princeton puts it, “ the Oon- 
fession teaches that only the elect will be saved ; that 
those of the elect who are capable of faith are saved 
by faith ; that others of the elect, such as elect infants, 
are saved without faith. Oalvinism teaches that God 
elects individuals to eternal life out of his mere good 
pleasure. Now, if men are saved because they are 
elected, and God elects some, certainly some must be 
left. We may say that God passed them by, or rep- 
robated them, or did not save them.” 

These are perfectly logical conclusions from the 
premises laid down of God’s omniscience and sover- 
eignty, and when the Oalvinists depart from them 
and adopt others, the new ones must be, as Dr. 
Buckley says, but simply a coating of sugar laid 
over the theological pills, which they find bitter in 
the mouth, but which thorough-going, old-fashioned 
Calvinists maintain hav a marvelously beneficial 
effect upon the health and soundness of the system. 
It is the fact that the bitterness of these pills is 
gathered directly from the Bible that makes Dr. 
Wylie’s statement that Infidels cannot be answered 
by pure reason such a boomerang to the inspired 


word. 
— —————— 


The Roman Charch’s Lament. 


The Roman Catholic journals apparently hav 
arrived at the conclusion that Brazil will follow in 
the footsteps of France and Italy, and that its new 
government will not be subservient to the church. 
The Review, the most important Roman Catholic 
weekly journal published in this country, has found 
out that the “ tendency of the age” is to “ suppress” 
Roman Catholicism, and thus laments the change of 
government in Brazil : 

** We hav not the slightest doubt that that fair and hitherto 
peaceful and prosperous country is at this moment ruled by 
an ambitious junto whose object is not the good of the 
country, but first, personal wealth and aggrandizement, and 
second, the suppression of the Catholic religion. That is the 
tendency of the age, and the results are generally brought 
about through the agencies of European Masonry. They 
and their brethren in South America are Infidels and Atheists, 
and they hate the Catholic church because it puts restraint 
upon the passions of men and denounces iniquity in every 
shape. When they gain power their first principle of action 
is to ‘look out for No. 1.’ It was so in Ecuador when the 
admirable Mcreno was assassinated, a martyr to religion and 
good goverrucr.t, by the agency of that all-powerful and un- 
scrupulous secret society. It is so in France and in Italy at 
the present time when an Infidel minority, through the 
secret machinations of this eame dangerous organization, 
tyrannizes over the consciences of the people in the name of 
liberty, and grows enormously rich while the people are 
heavily taxed, and in Italy at least ground down to the very 
last point of endurance. It was so in Belgium, until a few 
years ago the people rose in their might and thrust the 
wicked intruders from power.” 

The Review goes on to outline the course probably 
to be pursued by the Brazilian republicans. They 
will, it says, represent the church as opposed to free 
government, and persecute accordingly. The rev- 
enues of the church wil! be seized for “ more careful 
administration ;” the ecclesigstical property will be 
confiscated, probably the bishops will be banished ; 
the schools will be made secular and godless, and 
everything arranged on the most “ Liberal” and “ un- 
sectarian” plane. “And the rest of the world,” it 
sneeringly remarks, “ will applaud, or if they do not 
openly approve, they will look on with indifference 
as if they had no interest whatever in the matter.” 

It is undoubtedly true, in this century, that when 
Catholic populations change their forms of govern- 
ment and swing away from the church, the intelligent 
among them do not stop at Protestantism, but go 
over to Freethought, esteeming no one religion above 
anotber, but all alike, as but steps in the mental evo- 
lution of mankind. And if the Catholio church shall 
be represented as the opposer of free, government, 
that view of it is but the truth, and amply justified 
by fact. Why, it was only the other day that a daily 
journal in sympathy with Catholiciam warned the 
king of Italy that the chief stay of kingly govern- 
ment is the Catholic church—that her authority kept 
the people in subjection by teaching them the “ divine 
right of kings!” And it may become a question of con- 
fiscating all the property of the church, to prevent the 
church confiscating all the property of the people. 
Other nations hav been forced to pursue this course, 
and even an emperor of Brazil once found the order 
of Christ too powerful for the good of his country, 
and had to take the tithe collection into his own 
hands, and pay the priests himself, else would the 
church hav owned the country. But it is not con- 
fiscation: it is restitution. The church has ever 


been so greedy, 80 unscrupulous, so despotic, that to 
defend their existence nations hav been forced to 
make pecuniary war upon her. The blame is upon 
the church, not upon the governments. 

If the Catholic authorities and writers would but 
stop to think why the tendency of the age is to sup- 
press political Catholicism, and would be honest in 
their thinking, they would be astonished not at the 
suppression but that it has been so Jong delayed. 
They would know that it is the tyranny of Rome, 
the machinations of the Jesuits, the Inquisition, the 
rack, the thumbscrew, the prison, the Awto.da-fé, 
which they profess to regard as only the “ rigmarole 
of anti-popery lingo,” which hav taught all intelligent ' 
nations to beware of the Roman church. 

a 


Conformity to Nature’s Laws. 


A person that takes upa Freethought book or 
paper finds that an expression that recurs with much 
frequency is, “Conform to natures laws.” Every- 
where, in varying phrase, he finds this exhortation, 
to cast off supernatural direction and find out nature's 
laws and obey them. One who was new to Rational- 
istic thought might not at once receive from this pre- 
cept the whole of its import, the whole of the im- 
pression that it is capable of conveying. He might 
think to himself that the finding out of nature’s laws 
snd conforming to them was nothing more than what 
the Christians around him were doing ; that we all do 
about alike and liv about alike in that matter, and 
that he could see no considerable difference between 
Christians and Freethinkers in that respect. It is to 
a person thinking thus that we desire to make things 
more clear. 

What is meant when we say that we should find 
out the laws of nature, is that everything in the uni- 
verse proceeds in a fixed and sure order of succession, 
a certain event following, at all times and places, a 
certain cause; and such being the case, we should 
discover just what causes produce just what events, 
and then we can by bringing about the cause of any 
desirable event, also bring about that desirable event. 
The expression, “laws of nature,” is not strictly 
correct, since there is no “law” enacted and imposed 
by any being, as is a human law; what is meant 
is, order of succession. It is seen at once that 
our happiness must be great or less just in pro- 
portion to the extent to which we can investigate 
events and bring their orders of succession under the 
classifications of science. This is what science is—an 
organized body of observations as to the relations in 
which events occur. And this, science, is what Free- 
thirkers champion, and recommend, and advance. 

Now let us turn to the other side. What is Ohbris- 
tianity? At the very start, in the very defining of 
Christianity, we find that it is a thing antagonistically 
opposit to that system that affirms an invariable 
order of events in the universe, and counsels us to 
seek that order out. For the inmost essence of 
Christianity is, an affirmation that events do not pro- 
ceed in an invariable order, but in obeyance to the 
varying will of a supernatural being. Obhristianity 
affirms that this being has repeatedly broken the 
order of events, and that he will do so now at the 
instance of any one of our race that prays in faith. 

Wherever and whenever Christianity is fully and 
realizingly believed, this doctrin, that we may change 
the course of events by prayer, works many disas- 
trous results. It does much harm now, especially in 
the Roman Catholic lands where all pray, tell beads, 
and mind priests, and no one studies books or ob- 
serves nature to discover the actual nature of the 
universe he livs in. To-day in Spain scientific pre- 
ventivs of contagion are little known and used, and 
epidemics are combated with ecclesiastical proces- 
sions and extra contributions to priests’ purses. In 
our land the faith curers are an example. But it is 
not, after all, to the striking instance that these faith 
healers afford, that we are to turn to obtain an esti- 
mate of the evil now worked by the doctrin of the 
supernatural order of things. The few deaths caused 
by these people are as nothing to the numbers that 
are not charged against the supernatural belief, but 
are really imputable to it. Were the human mind 
not choked to-day in its strivings for truth ; were it 
not oppressed in colleges with fatal burdens of an- 
tiquated methods and totally worthless theological 
studies, and were it not everywhere perverted or dis- 
tracted or intimidated by the threatenings of popular 
religious opinion, advances could be made, and would 
now hav been made, that would so extend our con- 
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trol over health and disease as to preserve tens of 
thousands of lives now lost. And, but for that 
Christian retardation, advances, equally great, made 
in fields of knowledge not alone physical but mental 
and moral—for all are under law—would now be giv- 
ing us a world freed of half its present criminals, 
present prisoners, present strife, present ills of every 
complexion. 

Just to the extent to which a so-called Christian 
of the present is seen to pray for things ingtead of 
working; for them, we are to regard him as a true 
disciple of Christianity. Just to the extent to which 
he is seen to study, to learn, to devise, to work—that 
is, to find out the laws of nature and conform to 
them—we are to pronounce him unfaithful to Chris- 
tianity, and a Freethinker and Rationalist. 


OHO 
A Woman Suflrage Convention. 

We desire to call attention to a convention that is 
to be held at Washington, D. C., in Willard Hall 
(adjoining Willard's Hotel) on the 24th and 25th of 
February. The purpose is the uniting in & national 
organization of those women throughout the country 
that champion woman suffrage and are advanced in 
other progrossiv thought as well. Nearly all the 
states will send delegates, and among the representa- 
tive will be many ladies known to our readers as 
bright and faithful Freethought workers. Among 
these are Helen H. Gardener, New York; Susan H. 
Wixon, Massachusetts; Voltairine de Cleyre, Penn- 
sylvania; Etta D. Kelso, Californis, and Nora M. 
Remsburg, Kausas. The convention will be ad- 
dressed by most, and we hope all, of the foregoing, 
and by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other practiced 
speakers. Gentlemen, too, will add their efforts, 
and among those who will address the gathering are 
Prof. Elliott Cones, of Washington, and Mr. W. F. 
Aldrich, of Alabama. Any who desire more detailed 
information, or wish to contribute financially, may 
address Matilda Joslyn Gage, Fayetteville, N. Y. 

This movement takes its rise from the fact that 
the existing woman suffrage societies hav fallan tco 
much under church influence. We all know what is 
tha rasult when any cause is allowed to come under the 
sway of the clergy. We know what physical science 
was whaz the church overswayed it. We know what 
was the complexion of political science when under 
ecclesiastical direction. Ifin their contro! of thought 
on those parts of political science that investigate 
men’s rights and libarties the churches hav ever helped 
despotism and repressed the right and the true, so 
we may expeci that in their influence upon this part 
of political science that considers women’s rights 
they will promote despotism and repress the right 
and the trite. From tha church no good ean come. 
When we see under its domination anything, of 
whatever nature, for which we hav aay regard, we 


should endeavor its removal and rescue. 
——9—9—9— ——————— 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux annual crop of lies about Thomas Paine—which ripen 
January 29th—is now coming into market, The crop is pre- 
cisely like that of last year, aud of every year, but if a prize 
were offered for tke biggest product it would hav to be 
awarded to the lie about Paine’s ‘‘ recantation.” Liberals 
need pay little attention to these old slanders of Paine, but 
if they do desire information regarding Paine's last days, 
they should purchase ‘‘ Paine Vindicated” by Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll. 


Mr. Wm. Hanr's book, “The Candle from Under the 
Bushel," has been a source of much worriment to the saints 
of Kirksville, Mo., where Mr. Hart keeps a jewelry store. 
A. Rev. Mr. Browder has published in a church paper printed 
in a neighboring town a series of long reviews of the book— 
the paper refusing, of course, to admit any replies from Mr. 
Hart—and Mr. Hart has now offered him $50 to read the 
book and review it from the pulpit before his congregation. 
In making this offer, the author of the book says: '' This is 
my final and highest offer. Brother Browder has advertised 
my book in this place more than I hav myself, and thereby 
aided its circulation, ard if the book is a mass of evil as he 
asserta, it behooves him as 4 Christian to counteract the evil 
influence he has set in motion by grinding it to powder.” 
But Brother Browder will do nothing cf the sort. . 


Tug Washington correspondent of the St. Louis Republic 
writes this home to his paper: The clubs here are laughing 
over a remark attributed to Col. Robert G. Iugersoll that this 
administration reminded him of & dispute between a man 
and his wife as to what they would hav for their Christmas 
dinner. The man wanted turkey and the woman demanded 
duck, so they compromised on cabbage. ‘‘I told Mr. Har. 
rison the other day,” the colonel is quoted as saying, ‘‘ what 
I thought of his way of running things. He has been waat- 
ing the people’s time in examining into the claims of every 
applicant for place from cabinet secretaries down to door- 
keepers. He has been in the office more than ten months 


now, and he is still worrying over some of those cases that 
were laid before him the day he entered the White House. 
The longer he waits the more applicants arise, and when 
there are twenty applicants for one place the effect of his 
final decision is to make nineteen enemies and one friend. 
And what a friend that one is! Why, a neighbor of mine 
who was among the first applicants for a certain office was 
kept waiting so long that he finally forgot all about it. The 
other morning I met him on the street and he called out: 
* What news do you suppose I got to-day? That d—— fool 
Harrison has appointed me. When I told the story to the 
president he inquired solemnly: ‘Colonel Ingersoll, who was 
that man? ‘Mr. president,’ I replied, ‘you don’t need to 
hav me tell you. You've appointed a couple of thousand 
men, more or less, to office. Just think them óver and.make 
& guess—you can’t fail to hit the right one.’” 


Wuar is called the most remarkable schism which has ever 
taken place in St. Louis, Mo., is the split in the wealthy 
Central church. A month or six weeks ago the pastor, 
Rev. R. C. Cave, created a sensation by delivering a sermon 
in which he said that he did not believe in the inspiration of 
the Bible or the divinity of Christ. He believed in Christ 
the man and in a God, but not the God of the Bible. The 
sermon divided the church, and about half the congregation 
withdrew while the other half passed resolutions indorsing 
Dr. Cave. He then resigned, but his friends in the congre- 
gation refused to accept his resignation and at a meeting 
pledged $50,000 to build a new church. Dr. Cave recon- 
sidered his resignation. All the Christian ministers of every 
denomination and creed in all parts of the United States 
began denouncing him. His congregation met in a hall and 
there Dr. Cave said he had been read out of the church. He 
was not a Christian and did not believe in the divinity of 
Christ or the miracles or other things. He said he desired 
to retire from the pulpit, but the congregation passed a reso- 
lution setting forth that they did not believe any more than 
their pastor, and they desired to cut loose entirely from the 
Christians. 


In a speech at the celebration of the Centenary of the 
United States Judiciary, held in this city last week, Chaun- 
cey M. Depew said: ‘On every occasion the orator points 
with pride to the subject of the hour. To-day every speaker 
has pointed with pride, a pride shared by every human be- 
ing in the United States, to our Federal Judicial system. 
But there is one period of our history as a people to which 
we do not point with pride. The first one hundred years of 
the Puritan commonwealth in New England had no clients, 
and therefore no lawyers. The clergy were the court for 
the settlement of all disputes, and the people their own ad- 
vocates. During that period they banished Baptists and 
imprisoned Quakers for conscience’s sake and committed ju- 
dicia] murder by hanging witches. This is 8 period for 
which we are ever apologizing. It demonstrates that the 
gospel without the law cannot run a republic. Had there 
been a fearless bar and independent judiciary the clients 
retainer would hav inspired the lawyers to so present the 
inalienable rights under religious liberty that Roger Williams 
would never hav migrated, and the Quaker would hav wor- 
shiped as he thought God told him to, while the witch would 
hav exercised no other fascination than the one she has al- 
ways exhibited in all ages of the world toward our weaker 
sex.” There is 8 good deal of hard sense in these remarks, 
more than in the one by the minister who responded to the 
toast, ‘‘The Bar and the Clergy,” by saying that * the pul- 
pit, if die it must, will die hard." There is no occasion for 
the pulpit to die if it will reform, pay its taxes, keep its 
hands off other people's property and persons, teach sense, 
cease persecuting, and imagining that God has given the 
world to the saint and that the ministers are the saints. 


Some of the pious frauds in connection with the publica- 
tion in *' patent insides” of Talmage’s thunderous platitudes 
are exposed in the Phelps county Herald, of Bertrand, Neb. 
It appears that a clergyman has discovered that some of 
the sermons ostensibly delivered by Talmage, who is now 
abroad, are reproductions of his old sermons printed in this 
country years ago. The Herald, which used to be a sufferer 
from such imposition, says the fraud is only a fair sample of 
that constantly practiced on the public by this ‘‘ eminent 
swindle.” ‘“ When we used to hav the sermons sent us in 
stereotype plates,” it adds, ‘‘ we frequently received them a 
week before the delivery of the discourse. One week the 
plates were dated * Fort Scott, Kan.’ Just from curiosity we 
investigated the matter and found that the noted doctor had 
not been at Fort Scott at all, and was not within a thousand 
miles of the state of Kansas on that date. Two years ago 
the Chautauqua management at Crete engaged the preacher to 
address their assembly on a certain day. The time arrived, 
but the doctor did not come. Finally, he was discovered on 
top of Mt. Washington, in New Hampshire. Notwithstand- 
ing this, all the Western papers a day or two later contained 
* An Address Delivered by Dr. Talmage at the Crete, Chau- 
tauqua.’ He did the same thing with'a Minnesota Chautauqua 
and was sued for damages, yet his supposed address on that 
occasion was published everywhere. Some time ago the 
famous Tabernacle burnt down one Sunday morning, but 
the next day the regular * Talmage sermon, delivered at the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle,’ appeared in all the papers, side by 
side with an account of the fire. Thus it becomes apparent 
that the publication of Talmage’s sermons is made a business, 
connived at and consented to by the reverend gentleman him- 
self, he sharing the profits. It isn't done to save souls, but 
to make money. There is no doubt but Talmage makes a 
fortune out of it every year, although he repeats some ser- 
mons and others never delivers at all. But it’sa pious fraud 
—and the public will tolerate a pious fraud year after year, 
and never know they are being imposed upon.” Just so. 


Tux house of representativs of the state of Washington has 
succumbed to pious influences and elected a chaplain, who 
expects to be paid from the public funds in the face of this 
constitutional provision: ‘‘ No public money or property 
shall be appropriated for or paid to any religious worship, 
exercise, or instruction.” The expectation shows how little 
the Christians care for law or constitutions or human rights 
when their pet superstition can be advanced by ignoring 
them. The Snohomish Weekly Hye says that those who 
most strongly opposed the election of the chaplain *' did not 
object so much to prayers as to the attempt to over-ride the 
constitution. They even offered to help pay his salary out 
of their own pockets; but this did not satisfy the hypocrita 
and demagogs, who wanted to show their contempt for the 
constitution." The ‘pious lobbyists,” adds the Hye, are 
pursuing the same tactics in the senate, but that body 
will probably refuse to employ a chaplain, a8 a majority of 
the senators say they will not vote money in direct violation 
of the constitution to please either Jew or gentile, Christian 
or Atheist. They agree with Mr. Eddy, of the lower house, 
who said in the debate on the subject : ‘‘I object to the pay- 
ment of a chaplain, it being in my opinion unconstitutional. 
I also claim the right, as a citizen of this state, to worship 
God according to the dictates of my own conscience. I 
claim that no religion or no cburch has any right to compel 
me to worship God according to their belief. I claim that 
as a member of this legislature and as a servant of this state, 
the churches hav no right to force ministers upon me; that 
I am sent here to serve this state and not to serve the 
churches. We are servants to the people, and not servants 
of God. Of course I will hav to listen to the prayers whether 
they suit me or not, unless I wish to be discourteous to the 
house and the chaplain.” 1t is no triumph of the thirty-two 
who voted to elect a chaplain over the minority of twenty- 
five who voted against the proposition. The minority hav 
rights which all are bound to respect. 


Tue editor of Church Progress, a Roman Catholic journal 
published in Bt. Louis, replying to a question as to the 
career and fate of Giordano Bruno, exhibits this charitable 
spirit. ‘‘ Giordano Bruno,"hesays, was a Dominican friar, 
8 cynic, a philosopher, anda liar. After having left the con- 
vent, he strolled over the world. After two years’ delay, 
and a trial by the Inquisition in Venice and Rome, he was 
finally degraded from the sacred ministry, and, as it was 
customary in the sixteenth century, handed over to the civil 
power and executed in Rome. The governor of Rome 
arrested Giordano Bruno, after his degradation from holy 
orders, and had him taken to Tordinona prisons, where he 
might, had he wished, show repentance and 80 avoid death. 
By a law of justice he was given eight days to doso. It 
was hoped that during that time he would hav repented ; 
but no, he remained obstinate. On the seventh day the gov- 
ernor sent word to the confraternity of San Giovanni Decol- 
lato to be in readiness to lend the last consolation to Bruno, 
as on the following day he would beexecuted. He remained 
obstinate to the end; consequently he was taken to the 
Campo de Fiori and burnt alive. Two circumstances re- 
lating to Giordano Bruno's death are related. One is that 
one of the Confortatori on the pyre itself, a few minutes be- 
fore it was set fire to, tried to reconcile the apostate with 
God, and held up to him the crucifix to kiss; but Bruno, 
with a disdainful look, turned his head away. The second 
is that while he was being taken on the cart from the prison 
to the place of execution, it was necessary to gag him, so aa 
to stop the terrible oaths which he was uttering. The civil 
power and not the church executed the vile wretch. If it 
was ever right to kill a blasphemer, & disturber of society, a 
corrupter of public and private morals, it was right for the 
civil government to kill Bruno." Think of what a country 
would be were. priests like this editor in power! 


A Warta Watta, Washington, paper of a late date has 
this item: ‘‘Rev. E. M. Foster, of the Free Methodist 
church, was brought before the probate court for examina- 
tion as to his sanity. The complaint was sworn out by E. 
D. Nicholson, who lived close to the Fosters. On examina- 
tion by Drs. W. A. Egbert and Y. C. Blalock, Foster was 
adjudged of sound mind and turned loose, but was first 
admonished by the physicians that if he continued as fanat- 
ical on questions of religion there was little doubt but that 
he would be insane within a year. The arrest and examina- 
tion of Foster grew out of his own actions. In November 
Mrs. Foster gave birth to a child. Foster had at the time an 
abiding faith in the Christian Science doctrin, and instead of 
calling in a regular physician, he called in a faith-cure mid- 
wife. As a consequence Mrs. Foster has never recovered 
from her confinement. Some time since she called in Dr. 
Cropp, who prescr bed for her, but whose medicinas. her 
husband was unwilling should be used. As it was thought 
she might die from lack of proper attention, it was thought 
best to bring the matter to a focus. On examination Foster 
showed that while not insane he was nevertheless in a fair 
way to become 80 through religious fanaticism. He stated 
that the conversion of his wife to his own faith, Christian 
Science and all, would sometimes oppress him like a heavy 
weight. The man was evidently honest in his opinion, and 
felt that he was doing the best thing possible for his wife by 
not permitting the use of medicins. In this the probate judge 
and examining doctors disagreed with him, and he was 
informed that he must stop his system of forced conversion, 
or stand the chance of a much more serious charge being 
preferred.” Oneof our subscribers, in forwarding the account, 
makes these observations: ‘‘I hav no objections to anybody 
believing in the faith cure, but they should not force it on 
others. I think when they are sick they should practice it 
on themselvs, and die if they want it.” Our subscriber 
seems to be a sensible sort of man. 
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Zellers from friends, 


EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK., Jan. 27, 1890 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 to be applied to the Heston 
fund. Yours truly, JoEL Hayss. 


Brieeton, Inp., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Do as you please as to cartoons. I think 
they are a good instructor. FLEMING HOPKINS. 


Scorr's MıLrs, ORE., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Ms. EpnrroR: Keep these correct pictures going in the 
paper. Very respectfully, Tuos. Soort. 


Bourton View, ILL., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I would rather hav the pictures continued. 
Send the Annuar. Respectfully yours, J. F. Sisson. 


Quinoy, O., Jan. 30, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I must hav the paper. It is good with or 
without the cuts. I think the pictures are immense. 
Yours truly, J. M. PUTNAM. 


MarssFigp, Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose the names of two new yearly sub- 
scribers. I am in favor of the pictures. 


Yours, W. M. Vin Camp. 


Monrrsano, CAL., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Do not drop the pictures. Keep them up by 
all means. I should not hav got one subscriber if it had not 
been for the pictures. F. LessmMann. 


Dover: ssviLLE, Qa., Jan. 20, 1890. - 

Mr. Epitor: I cannot get you a new subscriber in this 

church-ridden place. Yet I hope you will continue the 
cartoons. C. E. Drwry. 


OztENT, Ia., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mz. Eviror: Inclosed fied $5, for which send Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER to the friend named and myself. Do not hold Hes- 
ton, but let him hit them hard. S. CRUMRINE. 


CnaINVILLE, Kan., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Piease find inclosed money for the paper, 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and ‘‘ Giordano Bruno." Keep 
the pictures going if you can. J. J. WILKES. 


Paris, ILL., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Me. Eprrog: I want the cuts continued in your paper. 
They speak louder than words. Inclosed find $8. Bend me 
the Annuar and the $2.75 apply to the Heston fund. 
: Yours, J. Cretors. 


BristTo., Wis., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: You will find $3 25 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and the ANNUAL. As to the pictures, I shall be satisfied to 
hav them continued or discontinued. WM. Hont. 


Ravenna, O., Jan. 23, 1890. 
Mr. Enitor: Inclosed find $1, for which mail to my ad- 
dress the ANNUAL and the following named books, and apply 
the change as my vote in favor of the cartoons. 


L. J. Trspais. 


Laweenxcz, KAN., Jan. 21, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Iam in favor of pictures. I tried very hard 
to get subscribers, but failed. I hope you will obtain the 
required camber of subscribers and continue the pictures. 

_ Iam, Yours truly, A. PALM. 


Tacoma, Wasu., Jan. 15, 1890. 
' Mr. Enron: According to promis, I inclose $3 for a new 
subscriber. I willtry to get more subscribers. I hopethe 
list will increase sufficiently to warrant the illustrations to 
continue. J. N. NEWMAN. 


Barr Laxe City, Uram, Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. En::68: To a busy man who has not time to study 
the question, your pictures would in a moment of time con- 
vey an idea of the ridiculous nature of many preachers’ pre- 


tensions. J.J. SNELL. 


San Antonio, TEX., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $29, for Taz Teura 
BExxzR for one year to the following named nine new sub- 
scribers, and for books, and for six renewals. There are 
fourteen votes for the pictures. |W. J. Looge. 


Derrsos, Kan., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Find inclosed $3.25—$8 for Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, twenty-five cents forthe ANNUAL. I cannot get any 
more to subscribe, as the times are so hard. We hav lost 
four cropé in this part of Kansas. I vote for the pictures. 
DzzsrRT Cook. 


San Marorat, N. M., Jan. 21, 18907 
Mz. Epiror: I send you address of a new subscriber, who 
sends a ** V ” for two years’ subscription. I hav secured the 
promis of five more names. This subscriber votes decidedly 
for the pictures. © W. J. Risrey. 


Mitton, Pa., Jan. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL. I absolutely object to the pictures. They do 
vastly more harm than good. The tendency is to lower the 
tone of the paper. Isaao Manse. 


Manoos, Cor., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $12.90 for two renewals and 
books as written on the inclosed list. I would like you to 
continue the pictures, as they are a great help in showin gup 
the Bible in the proper light. Gzo. BAUER. 


Exe Rarips, Miom., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. EpiroR: Inclosed find funds for a new six months’ 
subacriber—another vote for the object-lessons. Long may 
they continue to adorn the covers of the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. : ALEX. CAMPBELL. 


Movunt Union, Jan. 81, 1890. 
Mr. Epitror: I inclose $5 for two years more. I hav 
taken Tux TRUTH SEEKER since the first issue in Paris, Ill. 
I am getting old, being seventy-eight years, and expect to 
take it the rest of my days, pictures and all. 


Yours respectfully, Wu. ANTRAM. 


Poses, Mion., Jan. 25, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR; Inclosed you will find $2—$1.75 to help the 
pictures, and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL for 1890. 
Discontinuing the illustrations in the famous TRUTH SEEKER 
would be lamentable retrogression. 
Vincent DRON8SUrOWIOZ. 


ARAPAHOE, NEB., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please to keep Heston at work. His car- 
toons are splendid. It was they that converted me to Free- 
thought. Long may they liv. I will try and send you some 
new subscribers when I renew. Please send the ANNUAL. 
; Wn. Gara. 


Bnvoz, S. D., Jan. 21, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $7.25 to renew my sub- 
scription, and for your AwNuAL for 1890, also for two new 
subscribers. We all vote for the pictures. I send list of 
persons to whom samples may be sent, as you request. 
Respectfully yours, T. J. CARPENTER. 


Hopson, Wis., Jan. 28, 290. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for one new sub- 
acriber for two years. This is my promised mite toward 
the continuation of the cartoons in Tae TRUTH SEEKER. I 


hope to be able to send you another before long. The new 


subscriber votes for pictures. Cuas. Hanson. 


Byron, MNN., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epvitor: Inclosed I hand you twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL. I would be very much disappointed to see Mr. 
Heston’s cartoons discontinued, and shall do my best to send 


you my vote for their continuance, backed by some new sub- 


scribers, soon. WALTER A. Jonnson. 


Tacoma, Wasn., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Éprrog: That one article from R. G. Ingersoll, 
* Why I Am an Agnostic,” is worth the price of the paper. 
In regard to the cartoons, do as you think best; but for me, 
I would rather see a good portrait of some of our leading Lib- 
erals on the first page of every paper. M. B. CRANE. 


BusHNELL, ILL., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mr. .Epitor: I inclose twenty-five cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ÁNNUAL. I wantto add my feeble voice in support 
of the pictures. The time has passed for opposing the mon- 
strous absurdities of religion with any other weapon than 
ridicule, it seems to me. 8. L. Banarrr, M.D. 


Orp RiPLEX, ILL., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: In registered letter you will find money for 
renewal and new subscribers. I want to giv you my opinion 
of those pictures. I hav only taken your paper about two 
years, and hav got three subscribers, and I know it is by the 
aid of the pictures. Do not let Heston go out of our family. 
Yours truly, Peter Proa. 


Des Morza, Ia., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Find $5.30 for two copies, one copy to a 
new subscriber and one to me. I would hav written sooner, 
but hav had the grip and could not get the subscribers that I 
wanted to, but when I get out I will try it again. We send 
two votes for the pictures. M. P. Srzzr. 


Txomaston, CoNN., Jan. 80, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I should hav sent before, but expected to 
hav more subscribers to send you. Do not forget the 
ANNUAL. Those cartoons are very instructiv. They speak 
more than words can express. I would rather pay more for 
the paper than hav the paper without them. M. SuzNp. 


: EpwARDSBUEG, Mion., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOR : In regard to the pictures, they are very good 
to those who can appreciate them. My family used to read 
some of the papers, but since the pictures they refuse to look 
at or read the paper. They are Christians. I shall take the 
paper with or without píctures. H. B. Mezan. 
CATHLAMET, Wasu., Jan. 18, 290. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $10 to be used for subscrip- 
tions new and old, the ANNUAL, and books as hereinafter 
stated. I vote for outside pictures, but do not care for in- 
side ones. But that is your business. I hav the promis of 
two more new subscribers later. Lipi I. ALBERT. 
New Yonx, N. Y., Jav. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $1 for picture continuation. I 
cannot procure you any subscribers, for various reasons. I 
am the only Freethinker the family has produced. However, 
I giv Taz Terura SzzxEs a circulation in that priest-ridden 
island, Ireland, it never attained before. Wm. MATHEWS. 


Fort FAIRFIELD, ME., Jan. 26, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5—$3 for the renewal 
of my subscription, $1.50 for the ‘‘Cosmian Hymn Book,” 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and the remainder for the 
pictures. I wish to see them continued. They show a great 
deal of superstition and ignorance in the so-called inspired 
word of God. Yours respectfully, C. M. WALDRON. 


| Also send me a-catalog of your publications. 


Presoort, Ia., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Find incloged $5 to renew my subscription 
and for a new subscriber. Continue the pictures, if possi- 
ble, and I am sure they will hurt nobody’s feelings unless 
they hav worn the collar too long, in which case their galls 
will get well if they continue to take your medicin. 
Fraternally, E. CLARKE. 


Baxer’s Corner, Inp., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Please find inclosed $1425 for paper, 
ANNUAL, and books. We like THz TRUTH SEEKER very 
much at our house. It is our best paper. We hav tried to 
get you some new subscribers, but hav failed thus far. We 
liv in an orthodox neighborhood, one of the ** deepest dye.” 
Continue the pictures. Lizzie F. BAKER. 
Howard, Kan., Jan. 18, 290 E.M. 
Mr. Evrron: Inclosed please find postal note for $1.70, 
for which please send me the ANNUAL and the books named. 
I sincerely 
hope the pictures will remain. We are doing good missionary 
work here, and hav to hav literature, 80, hoping to receive 
the books 800n, I am, Yours, O. U. RoBERTS. 
Dexter, Mo., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epiron: Inclosed please find $5—$3 to renew my 
subscription; $1 for a continuation of friend Heston's great 
work, which I thiuk is a great help to our cause. I am in 
favor of his putting it to them just as hard as the law will 
allow. The harder the fight, the sooner it will be over. 
The other dollar you can apply in any way you think best. 
J. W. MoCorruw. 


MERIDEN, Conn., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTOR: Inclosed please find $6 to renew my sub- 
scription, also for a new subscriber. Also one copy of the 
TEUTH SEEKER ANNUAL and books as below. What is left 
may go toward the pictures, and I hope to find some more 
Subscribers for you. lam very much in favor of continuiug 
the pictures. Wishing you a Happy New Year, 
Yours fraternally, JOEN Morar. 


REDNON, ILL., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $1.50—$1 to help continue 
Hes on's pictures, and fifty cents for the TRUTH SEEKER 
AsNUALS for 1889 and 1890. In my opinion, the objectors 
to Heston's work on THE TRUTH SEEKER will do us no good. 
When people get so nice that a lie suits them better than the 
truth, let them go to where they belong. Honi soit qui mal 

y pense. Hew to the line. Mark Rows. 


Maxanpa, ILL., Jan. 26, 1890. 

Mr. Eniron: Please send me the ANNUAL, and send two 
or three numbers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER to each of the 
named persons. Both parties are right about the pictures. 
An ignorant or very bigoted Christian is repelled by them, 
but more, I think, are attracted. In my own experience 
their presence has done good. I hav seen their good influ- 
ence among thinkiog church-members and others. 


W. W. WALKER. 


CoarmG, ALA., Jan. 23, 1890. 
Mr. Environ: Inclosed find the following subscribers. If 
you will allow me, I want to say what cartoons hav done 
here. All that I hav sent, which must be some $30 in two 
years, hav been obtained by them, not by the reading. It is 
my experience that people will not read until their curiosity 
is excited. And the pictures do that. The Christian will 
not read the book in which he finds his eternal life, but lets 

the priest doitforhim. Yours truly, H. J. Warp. 


Mariposa, Car., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eviror: I write to renew my right to read TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year more. Isend post-office order for $8 75 
—$3 for the paper, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and 
fifty cents for the continuation of the pictures. I say, by all 
means continue the pictures. I think Ican get a new sub- 
scriber ; at least, I am going to try. 
I hope you may get not only five hundred new subscribers, 
but five hundred times that number. 8. L. Hogan. 


. IssgeEMING, Mion., Jan. 20, 1890 
Mr. Eprrog: Thinking that Mr. Parton might be wrong 
in his assertion that al! that approved of the pictures ought 
to be members of some church, I inclose $8 for another 
year's subscription, for I approve of the pictures, and do no 
feel capable of becoming a church-member, as I hate hypoc- 
risy. As to getting new subscribers, I think it a hopeless 
task in this place, as I can get scarcely anyone to read my 
paper. Franx TREBILOOOR. 
Prescott, Ia., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find $4.75—$3 for my sub- 
scription, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, twenty-five cents 
for ** For Her Daily Bread,” and $1.25 for a new subscriber. 
This is the best I could do here, but I will still continue to 
work the best I can for the overthrow of superstition, oppres- 
sion, and priestcraft. Please record two votes more in favor 
of continuing the pictures. They are truly object.lessons to 
both Liberals and theologians. J. B. DLAOKBURN. 


SSonourasn City, Waan., Jan. 19, 290. 
Mr. Enitor: Inclosed please find $1.90, to be applied as 
per order. My attempt to get & new subscriber for your 
valuable paper has been unsuccessful so far. I hav several 
of my neighbors cornered up. They are sitting at present 
on the fence,80 to speak. Ishould be able to persuade them 
to jump into the broad field of Liberalism. Hav the pictures 
continued if you possibly can manage it. They are doing 
good work in uprooting superstition, and are first-class object- 

lessons, RIOHARD RoxslarR. 
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= Dayton, Wasu., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I like Tug 


to look up the passage of scripture, which: is always found 
to read just as stated below the cartoon. 
up theridiculous part of the Holy Queer better than a dozen 
lectures. Below I will giv the names and address of some 
of the Liberals. ^ Yours for the truth, W.: M. Boaas. 


. ToPEKA, Kan., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5.25 to pay for two 


subseriptions—one a new man, and myself—and twenty-five 


cents for the ANNUAL. Ilike the pictures; they are excellent, 
and I will send you something toward them after a little. 
I do hope we shall be able to get together here in Topeka. 


There are enough here to make a good branch if we could 
All my children are eager to see the 


get together once. 
pictures, and read a good deal in Taz TRUTH SEERER. 
P. H. Gr. 


Mznozp, CaL., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I wish to say I am in favor of the continu- 
ance of the pictures, and should be very sorry to hav them 
discontinued. I am not ashamed to show them to any of 
my friends, and to my Christian friends I take Special de- 
light in showing them. They may call it an Infidel paper, 


and sneer at it, but they must not tell me itis obscene. Tur 


TEUTH SEEKER is sacred to me, because it contains truths— 
in text, as well as in pictures. Please send the ANNUAL. 
Respectfully, E. M. Hansson. 


Bay, ARKE., Jan. 22, 1890. - 
Mr. Epitor: I send money for renewal, books as listed, 
and ANNUAL. 


pictures. Do not stop them if possible to continue. No 


genuin Liberal can object to either the first or last page if 


he puts proper construction to them. Church people who 
are honest in their convictions do not realize the selfish greed 


and general littleness, narrowness, and conservatism of their 
faith, and nothing will teach them the true nature of the 
beast so quickly and pointedly as will Heston's first-page 


FRANK FRAZIER. 


DzrRorT, Mios., Jan. 21, 1890. 


pictures. 


Mr. Eprron: I inclose you my check for $15 25, for 
which you will mail Taz Trora SEEKER for one year to five 


new subscribers, and myself the ANNUAL. And if possible, 


let the Heston cartoons appear regularly on the outside 
In my opinion, Heaton’s 


covers of Tug TRUTH S&REKER. 
cartoons, especialy those representing biblical characters, 


are doing more to advance the cause of Freethought and 


investigation among the more ignorant class of Christians 
tian could be accomplished in any other way. 
Respectfully yours, W. D. Sarra. 


Grann Rarips, Mron., Jan. 27, 1890, 
Mr. Eorror: Iaclosed you will tind the money for five 
new subscribers, besides the renewal of my own subscription. 
I hav been trying to get some subscribers for you for a good 
while, and at last hav succeeded. All the new subscribers, 
88 well as myself, want Heston’s pictures continued. I think 
they should be continued on this account—they attract peo- 
ple’s attention where, if they were omitted, the paper would 
not be noticed. I hav been a reader of THE TRUTS SEEKER 
for the last three years, and it is the best paper that I hav 

ever seen. JOHN APSEY. 


Fort FAIRFIELD, Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mz. Enrros: I inclose $7 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and one 
ANNUAL. I want to see the pictures continued. "Those 
weak-kneed Liberals that do not want to see the supersti- 
tious fraud called religion exposed, are a good deal like the 
man that prayed, “Good Lord and good devii He did 
not know whose hands he was going to fall into. They are 
only partly converted. Any person that knows anything 
about the history of the church with its crimes of torturing, 
burning, imprisoning, must want to see sledge-hammer 

blows. Yours truly, JosEkPH A. CONANT. 


Dosti, Inp., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprvor: I inclose $4 for renewal, ANNUAL, and books 
named. The thirty-five cents balance you may add to your 
own account and apply it in any way you. think best. As 
regards the pictures, I look upon them as being on ex- 
tremes to the extent that they are repulsiv to the better feel. 
ings of the community. But since a majority of the patrons 
claim that the pictures are doing great good, I submit—not 
that I think that the majority is always right, but because 
Iam going to take Tag TRuTH SzEKER, pictures or no pict- 
ures, as Jong as it advocates free thought, free speech, 

and free press. MirroN THOMBURGH. 


HunsBanp, O., Jan. 8, 1890. 

Mr. Epiron: Please find inclosed twenty-five cents, for 
which send the ANNUAL for 1890. I see a good many of 
your readers are giving their opinion of the pictures. I will 
giv mine, too. I think that they are one of the best feat- 
ures of the paper, as they are the first thing my grandchil- 
dren examin, and you know it is a great thing to get the 
attention of the young. The church understands that. See 
what pictorial papers it has for the young—pictures of 
angels, and gond little boys and girls giving their nickels-to 
the missionary-box. I hav tried to get a new subscriber, but 
can not, so I do the next best thing, and lend it. If I was 


rich enough, I would pay Heston myself. 
ADAM AROHBOLD. 


Fort Lewis, Cor., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find herein $1 to aid in continuing 
the illustrations, and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL for 
1890. I hav been a reader of Tug TRUTH SEEKER for fifteen 


TRUTH SEEKER very much, and 
enjoy the cartoons, though some of them are quite ridic- 
ulous. We show them to our friends, and that causes them 


Ithink they show 


With much interest I watch the vote on the 


years, and hav watched with pleasure and interest the steady 
advance the paper has made in that time, and to me, at 
least, the cartoons seem to be one of its best features. I hav 
a great deal of respect for Mr. Parton’s opinion, and he 
must be right in supposing that the pictures repel some who 
see them, but that they repel more than attract I cannot be- 
lieve. My own experience is that they attract the notice of 
and call forth remarks from almost everyone, and lead to a 
perusal of the columns of the paper that contains such 
unique illustrations. Jas. MoDonatp. 


Hankins, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror : Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL for 1890. As to the illustrations, I vote to continue 
them if possible. I thought at ome time that the paper 
would do more good without them. I thought as some 
others of your readers, that I did not dare show them to my 
Christian friends. Now I hav found that it was only an 
imaginary fear. I show my paper and pictures every week 
to a Catholic lady friend of mine. All that she could say 
against them was, ‘‘ What is the use of such silly things in 
the Bible?” and that she did not believe they were in their 
Catholic Bible; and as I hav no such Bible, I could not say 
that they were. Where could I get such & book, and what 

would be the cost? Wu. S. Gattoway. 


[The Truth Seeker Company will supply a Catholic Bible. 
As the Roman Catholic authorities are not desirous that the 
Bible be circulated among the laity, the price is rather high 
—atout $2.—Epb. T. 8.] 


Sr. Srepaen, N. B., Jan. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: In renewing my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER for another year, and having the privilege of voting 
on the question ‘‘ before the house,” pictures or no pictures, 
you will please register me as in favor of keeping the illus. 
trations where they are. A year ago I sent you the name of 
another subscriber.: It is quite probable that ke will renew 
again. I wish I could do a little more for the cause, but my 
business prevents me. I am aware that you cannot run a 
newspaper without proper support, and while I should re- 
gret the want of means as the cause of the discontinuance of 
the illustrations, yet Iam prepared to accept the inevitable, 
and state only that I must hav Tug TRUTH SEEKER anyway. 

i Yours fraternally, J. C. Henry. 


] Kinaston Mmes, ILL., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: For inclosed $1 please send tracts suitable 
to circulate among our holy groaners here, as they are hav- 
ing a high old jamboree which will last for some time. I 
regret I cannot send you & new subscriber to aid in keeping 
the pictures going, but I hope to be able to do 80 soon. 
Regards to Brother Peck for his noble work. Goon. Des- 
perate diseases require desperate remedies. They hav got 
it bad and we think blistering is what they need. Use the 
soothing syrup after if required. If not, blister again. Aud, 
if it is not too delicate a subject to treat, I hope Brother 
Heston will be able to giv our old patriarch David a twist. 
We think he would be a good subject. Or how would Solo- 
mon do with his three hundred wives and seven hundred 

concubines? T. W. Borrs. 


BnaopHEAD, Wis., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose renewal and a new subscription. I 
hav been working for some time to get a few new subscribers 
for your paper, but it is uphill business with so many Liber- 
als. They sit down and talk and make sport of old orthodox 
ideas, but fail to realize the necessity of giving. substantial 
aid to the cause so that success may result. I may be able 
ere long to send in a few more dollars, if I can get to see the 
parties before they cool off too much. You can put me 
down as solid in favor of Heston's cartoons. Ithink they 
are worth 88 much as the inside reading of the paper. The 
impressions they make on the mind are far more lasting, 
especially with the young and tenderfooted, than anything 
you can print on the inside. By all means the Liberals must 
keep Heston at work. J] inclose names of Liberals to whom 

you may send sample copies. E. P. HassINGER. 


Nonsz, Tzx., Jan. 10, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: Although I regret to say that I hav not been 
Successful in securing any new subscriptions lately, yet hav- 
ing recently sent you my own renewal of subscription for 
two years, with an order for books, I shall venture to giv 
expression to my views upon the subject of pictures or no 
pictures. Iam opposed to continuing the pictures or car- 
toons in Tux TRuTE SEEKER in their present position. Ido 
notconsider it good policy to hav such cartoons in such & 
conspicuous place as on the first page. In & humorous 
paper it would be appropriate; otherwise I do not think it 
is, esptcially not for them to appear thus, regularly every 
week. Aud it shocks the feelings of our Christian friends 
and neighbors who might otherwise be induced to read an 
occasional number of Tug Trura SEEKER, and thus be led 
on to investigation. I hav even had Liberal friends tell me 
that they did not like such repulsiv pictures as were some 
of these cartoons to shock their sensitiv children's feelings. 
I know some of these cartoons are admirable object-lessons. 
And if you can print them on a supplement I am in favor of 
them, otherwise I &m opposed to their continuance. 

Fraternally, `T. Tazo. Corwiox. 


New Camsrta, Kan., Jan. 14, 290. 

Mr. Eprrog: We are in favor of the continuation of the 
pictures in Taz Teura SrgkER. Mrs. Abbott took down a 
gripsack of back numbers to the New Cambria Literary 
Society and distributed them among the boys. Some were 
so eager to get them they could not wait till she got around to 
them, but hollaed, ‘Save me one." The whole intermis- 
sion was taken up in each one examining everyone else's 
paper, and it afforded a good deal of comment and amuse- 


of. 
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ment. I suggest that all Liberals that belong to lodges, 
labor unions, Alliances, etc., procure the names in their local 
organization, at least, and forward to the editor of the Liberal 
paper they are taking, that he or she may send them sample 
copies of the paper. This you can do by two of you having 
it understood that one of you isto take the first name and 
one the next, and so on, while the secretary is calling the roll; 
or you canrequest the secretary to giv you a list of thenames 
of the members, or allow you to be permitted to draw them 
It is very important to reach the laboring class of the 
country, because they are not wrapped up in policy and 
hypocrisy, and so we hav nothing to do but convince their 
judgment. And if we can read the signs of the times, this 
will be a very important thing to do, because in a very few 
years they will shape the legislation of the country. 
Jonn W. ABBOTT. 


Cnur0aao, ILL., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epirrog: I am endeavoring to get a new subscriber, 
and it will be strange if I do not succeed. My sentiments 
with regard to the pictures may be gathered from the follow- 
ing acrostic : j 
Who makes us smile, when we are sad, 
At cartoons good—some say they're bad— 


That make the preachers awful mad ? 
. Why, Heston. 


Say, who is it that grasps the thought, 

Or pictures it just as he ought, 

Nor fails to teach the lesson sought ? 

: Why, Heston. 


How eomes it that some want them not ? 
** Engravings are a vulgar blot," 
Bay these good men; that’s all they've got 
'Gainst Heston. 


To tell the truth, I want them in, 
O, Eugene, dear, they are no sin; 
Now Liberals let us work and win; 
For Heston. 

Will some one arise and answer these questions? If 
* God is light and in him is no darkness” (1 John i, 5), 
and if God filled the whole before and after the creation, 
how could the “ darkness [be] upon the face of the deep ?” 
After God had created light by saying ‘‘ Let there be light,” 
what was the use of making a 'sun to giv light?" And 
what became of the light which he had already made? 

Joan Hopson. 


Marsa, IDA., Jan. 1, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: As many are giving their ideas and votes in 
regard to the pictures, I will do the same. What causes the 
average man of intelligence to become an Infidel, not to be- 
lieve a good God could ‘‘ inspire” men to write such a book 
as the 80.called holy Bible, if the reading of it has not done 
it? "Therefore those pictures are not for the instruction of 
those who already know the filth and obscenity contained 
between its leaves. J always hav taken it for granted those 
pictures were not placed there by those who did it to offend 
their fellow-man, but for a far different purpose, viz., to 
draw the attention of many who depend wholly upon some 
** unproducing ” shepberd to tell them about the holy book, 
instead of reading for themselvs and using their own reason- 
ing powers. And if by pictures they could be led to read 
from Gen. xxx to Ezek. xxiii, thence to Cor. vii, they 
might possibly get their own brain to work a little and 
be better prepared to decide whether it is a fit book for the 
public schools of the nineteenth century. Why, when I was 
a school-boy and my feet scarcely touched the floor, while 
the teacher was mumbling his prayer, for the teachers all 
bad to do it then, the boys were hunting foul stuff from that 
holy book to pass over to the opposit sex. It was there, 
while I was a child, my reasoning powers revolted at such a 
God-book. I would ask, is it reasonable to suppose children 
who attend schoo] nowadays are very much different from 
what they were a half century ago? I hav often thought 
could there be over each holy Bible picture some words 
similar to the following: '' These pictures are not for the 
purpose of wounding the feelings of any class, but meant to 
call the attention of non-readers of the holy scripture to what 
is really there and prompt them to please read the whole 
chapter of each illustration.” Ofcourse the wolves in sheep’s 
clothing who prey upon the lambs may take offense, It is 
to be expected, for from the flock comes the meat. But I 
really cannot see why the lambs should take offense, if they 
will just take a gentle hint from the pictures and read their 
book. i 

It takes different methods to reach different intellects and 
brains. Some would be reached by history written by Mr. 
Parton, some by R. G. Ingersoll, some by reading Thomas 
Paine's “ Age of Reason,” if we could get them to read these 
books, but many cannot be reached. But I think there is a 
large class who can bé reached by those pictures in the fol- 
lowing manner. First, that the unposted as to the contents 
of the Bible be let to know that they are not for offense but 
meant for prompting them to examin for themselvs. Then 
every subscriber would feel more like handing his paper to 
his Christian friend (if he is lucky enough to hav such), feel- 
ing by so doing he will not lose his friendship by his taking 
it as an insult instead of an act of friendship. Why, a Chris- 
tian friend told me a short time since there was not a passage 
in the holy Bible but that was fit to read in a public school, 
and he is an intelligent man who has sat in our halls of legis- 
lation. Can it be possible for others to get offended at those 
who would see them inform themselvs about the Bible, if it 
be done in a proper and friendly manner? I think God him- 
self—if there be one—would vote for the continuance of 
those pictures. For he must see they tend to vindicate his 
character, for I do believe every Infidel believes God is not 
so low in the scale of manhood as to inspire ignorant men to 
pen such thoughts as are to be found in the Bible. Inclosed 
is my vote ($1) for the pictures. A. Q. CHUROH. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wiron, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be cent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
. When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour." 


M. Louise Baker. 


"BEING DEAD, SHE YET SPEAKETH." 

Last summer's flowers in beauty stood 
Types of all things fair and good, 

But one amidst the blossoms seen 

Of all things fair and pure was queen; 
And as she pasaed each flow’ret fair 
Shed sweeter fragrance on the air. 
Like an industrious bee she drew 
Sweet nectar from each flower that grew; 
And in requital thus she sung 
A sorg of Love when Lovs was young, 
And Love was Hope and Hore was strong— 
This, as I deem it, was her song: 

** O faithful flowers! I love ye well, 
. Far more than I hav power to tell; 

For, three-and-twenty years ago, 
Ye orowned me May queen here below. 
In Iowa, my natal day 
(Though not the first but tenth of May), 
Fall many an early flower I ween 
Came forth to crown me as your queen. 
Where'er I go, south, east, north, west, 
My lieges fair, I love ye best. 
Even now September's storms draw nigh 
When your unsheltered tribes must die, 

For in Nebraska'a northern olime 

Too soon must come that fatal time; 

And even ’nesth Pouca's friendly hills 

Soon comes the frost that chills and kills. 

But, dearest flowers, ye need not fear, 

For from your roots another year 

Again in fragrant beauty'8 power 

Your presence shall reclaim this hour; 
On prairie and in grove and dell 

Again your beauteous tribes shall dwell. 
But when ye all are sleepinz low 

Beneath a winding-sheet of snow, 

Some dear remembrances shal) last 

To bid defiance to the blast; 

For then as teacher I shall lead 

My pupils all to love your breed; 

And when your faces reappear 

A score of friends shall greet ye here; 
And one, far more than friend is he, 
Will come to greet both ye and me. 
Now hide my royal secret deep, 
Remember well and truly keep, 

So, when arrives my bridal hour, 

My chaplet shall not lack one flower.” 

Each petaled head in homage bent 

- Its silent token of assent. 

': Not yet September's race half run 
From three o'clock till set of sun. 

Unloose the lightning's flashing fire 

To bear death’s message o'er the wire. 

Father, mother, sisters, brothers, 

Yet the message is another'e. 

. Speed the message far and wide; 

5* Sunday three o'clock she died." 
Orusbed between two awfnl sorrows, 
One to-day's and one to-morrow'8 ; 
Her sire, beside her grandsire’s bed, 
Left the dying for the dead. 
Onward, onward, car and steam— 
Does he wake or does hs dream? 
Oh, if he might only wake 
From this horrible mistake ! 

“ Ponca !" carriage, strangers kind, 
Finds Lonise embalmed, enshrined, 
In a casket richly lined; 

Floral tributes well designed, 

A star-crowned lyre, an anchor too, 

And other pieces rare to view. 

Conspicuous from its absence quite, 

No Ohristian cross arrests the sight; 
For here Death set his awful seal 

To curb the ardent Chriatian’s zeal, 
Aud even the priest forebore his creed 
In this sad hour of human need. 

Ye faithful flowers, if human mind 
Survive the form it leaves behind, 

We well may say vour fragrant breath, 
With hers, defies the power of Death, 
And still in fair elysian bowers 

The queen survives amid her flowers, 
-And, with her floral train complete, 
Welcomed her grandsire to her seat. 
Not go, thought she, nor go do T, 

Yet this I know—Love cannot die; 

The singer dies, the song survives, 
And stirs a thousand other lives. 

We plant a tree upon her grave 

Above her dust its leaves to wave. 

A bed of flowers above her tomb, 

Wet by our tsara next year shall bloom. 

J. K. P. BAKER. 
———— —-$-9—————— — 

[We giv in this issue a generous space to 
the memory of one of our number who has 
said good-bye, and gone to join the “silent 
majority." Louise was a young lady of un- 
usual genius and fair promis. Her poetic 
gems hav sometimes graced the columns of 
the Children’s Corner, and they always 
breathed a spirit of purity and peace. We 
sincerely sympathize with the bereaved 
parents, relativs, aud friends. In the mem- 
ory of those who knew and loved her, Louise 
will liv forever. The fragrance of her sweet, 
brief life can never be forgotten. In the 


words of our beloved Ingersoll: 


The record of & generous life, vinelike, 
Runs round the memory of our dead, 
And every sweet, unselfish act, 

Is now a perfumed flower. 


Upon the peaceful shore of death, 

The sea of trouble casts no wave. 

Eyes curtained by the everlasting dark, 

Will never know again the burning touch of 
tears. 


Lips touched by eternal silence n 
Will never speak again the broken words of 


grief. 

Within the tomb no veiled and weeping sor- 
row sits, 

And in its gloom is crouched no shuddering 
fear. 

And so 

We leave our dead where nature leaves 

them; 


We love, we wait, we hope. 


Above, the father of Louise tells the story of 
her last hours on earth.—En. C. C.] 
—————— —Á34-9——— __—- 
A Hint to Young Folks. 

Young people, who are consciously or un- 
consciously acquiring manners and habits that 
will cling to them and fix upon them fors 
lifetime a distinctiv mark of good or bad 
breeding, should, among other things, care- 
fully shun the parrot-like utterance of any 
certain phrase or exclamation. The un- 
couthness of this habit has been very nicely 
illustrated by a writer for boys and girls, who 
says: 

Isat by Mrs. Blank (her husband is a clergy- 
man) in the street-car a few days ago, and 
after we had exchanged greetings, I said: 
* My cousin Angeline sails from Liverpool 
to-day.” ‘Is that so!" said Mrs. Blank. 
** Yes," I said, rallying as well as I could, for 
this reply takes all the spirit from me, ‘‘ and 
she is always very ill on the ocean." ‘Is 
that so!” said Mrs. Blank again. A pause 
followed. How can one continue to pay out 
the coin of conversation if not even the inter- 
est comes back? 

I was glad to get out of the car and meet 
pretty Amy Dexter. I had a bit of news for 
her. Amy isin the high school, and I told 
her at once that Mrs. Cummins, who taught 
her botany last year, is to be married. 

** Is that so!” returned Amy. Ilove Amy, 
but Ido not like ‘‘ Is that 80!” and I hastened 
to get out of its way; but as I went along 
Frank Sullivan overtook me, and will you 
believe that when I asked Frank if Mr. Stock- 
ton had really promised to answer the ques- 
tion, ‘“The Lady or the Tiger ?" he exclaimed, 
* Is that 80!” Later in the day I told Mr. 
Emory that his playing of the organ last 
Sunday had been much complimented, and 
he smiled and murmured, ‘‘ Is that 80!” 

er 


Her Theory. 


The poet says that ‘‘a little learning isa 
dangerous thing," but that was not the idea 
of a certain colored woman who wanted her 
boy taught just enough, and not too much. 
Sbe appeared one day at the door of a country 
school-house, leading by the hand a black 
and big-eyed boy of about ten years. His old 
clothes showed a mother’s watchful care in 
their patches and cleanliness. 

“ I want ter start him into yo’ school, sah,” 
she said to the teacher. ‘He ain't nebbah 
went to school none, sah. Hit ain’t been so’s 
we could send him, en we didn’t car’ much if 
he didn’t go none ontel he was ten yeahs ole, 
sah.” 

* Does he know his letters?” the teacher 
asked. 

“ He don’t know nuffin’, sah,” his mother 
replied, with cheerful frankness, ‘‘en T'd 
ruther he wa’n’t pushed for'd too fast, sah. 
His pa en me we's made up our minds we'd 
sooner hab him good dan ioo sma’t.” 

“ Don't you think that he can be both good 
and smart?" asked the amused teacher. 

“I dunno 'bout dat,” she replied, shaking 
her head doubtfully. ‘‘Me en his pa we's 
watched dese sma’t men 2 good deal, en we’s 
made up our minds dat hit's de sma’t folks 
what does mos’ ob de mischief in de worl’. 
Dat’s so, sah. Dar sma’tneas jes’ makes dem 
tricky, en puts dem up ter meanness dey'd 
nebbah know how to do if dey’d been a little 
mo'ign'rant. So we jes’ want our boy learned 
to read en write, 80's he won't be quitea fool, 
en den we want ’im learned ter be good. 
Dat’s ob mo’ consekence den too much 8ma't- 
ness.” — Youth's Companion. 

—29-9—— 
A Bully Old King. 

Two American boys made the acquaint- 
ance of the king of Denmark under very pe- 
culiar circumstances. 'lhey were skylarking 
in the streets of Copenhagen, and one boy 
tossed the other's hat into a tree. While the 
victim was trying to dislodge it there came 
slong an old gentleman with an umbrella 
under his arm and his head buried in his 
book. ‘‘ Please, sir,” said the hatless boy, 
“ will you get my hat?” The old gentleman 


fished around with his umbrella for about 
five minutes, and failing to dislodge the hat, 
allowed the boy to mount his shoulders, and, 
with the umbrella, finally captured the hat. 
As the boy dismounted and thanked the old 
gentleman, another gentleman came along, 
who saluted and called the one with the um- 
brella, ** Your majesty.” Being an American, 
our boy was not paralyzed, but he thinks the 
king deserves his kingdom. In fact, the 
king of Denmark is a capital fellow. He 
loves to mingle with the people in their 
amusements, and there is no folde-rol of 
royalty about him. 
te —————— 
Not So Easy. 

A young poet, not averse to letting stran- 
gers know that he was a poet, was one day 
in the country with a party of friends. Stop- 
ping for some milk at an humble farmhouse, 
they saw an old lady weaving a rag carpet 
on an old-fashioned loom in a small outbuild- 
ing. 

Several of the party had never before seen 
arag carpet woven, among the number the 
young poet. 

After watching the process for several min- 
utes, he said, in a patronizing tone: 

“That looks simple, but I dare say, grand- 
mother, I could writes poem easier than I 
could weave a yard of that carpet.” 

* Like enough," replied the aged weaver, 
simply, with no intention of placing the 
young man in an embarrassing position be- 
fore his friends, ‘‘ like enough, sir; for, after 
all, it takes some brains to do this."— Youth's 
Companion. 

Correspondence. 


Eacrg Hanson, Wasa., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Children's Corner. I hav been 
reading the letters. It has been snowing 
here very hard for this winter. And we hav 
a baby and he is very cunning, too, and that 
is all I can think of this time. 
Yours truly, — CrariE JAMES WILLIAMS. 


Sax Jacinto, Car., Dec. 30, 1889. 
My Dsar Miss WixoN: I thought I would 
write you 8 letter to print in the Children’s 
Corner. Papa takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I like to look at the pictures and read the 
Corner. I go to school and study reading, 
writing, grammar, arithmetic, spelling, and 
singing. We hav 8 good teacher; her name 
is Miss Clara Long. I &m eleven years old. 
My birthday is the 17th of July. Well, I 
guess I will close for this time. I wish you 

alla Happy New Year. LvorNpa C. CLARK. 


ConiNTB, ILL., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Dzar Miss Wrixon: I thought I would 
write to youand the Children’s Corner again. 
I am going to school. I study reading, 
spelling, and arithmetic. I go to church 
sometimes. I do not like to very much. 
They had & show at our school-house last 
week. I like to go to the show better than 
to go to church. We liv in the country and 
father is a farmer. It has been very warm 
here this winter. The wheat looks as green 
as in May. 
I will close for this time, Hoping to see this 
in print. Rosa Marcer WILLIAMS. 


Fort FArgrIELD, Mz., Jan. 20, 1890. 

Dzar Miss WixoN: I see so many boys and 
girls writing for the Corner, I thought I 
would try and write. My father takes Tae 
TRUTH SgEkER; we all like it very much. I 
take great pleasure in reading the Children’s 
Corner. I am thirteen years old. I go to 
the village high school, which is six miles 
from my home. I hava room in the village, 
and room with a friend of mine. I go to 
meeting once in a while; my friend goes 
quite often. 
in listening two or three hours to such non- 
sense. There is one old lady that speaks in 
meeting; she says one thing every night, and 
that is, ‘‘ I love Christ, and I giv my heart to 
Jesus.” They all laugh at her, but I think 
it is wrong, for they make as simple remarks 
themselvs. I hav alittle sister seven years 
old, and a little brother two months old; we 
all think a great deal of him. Hoping to see 
this in the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, for it is 
my firat attempt, and wishing you success in 
your noble work, I remain, 

Your Freethinker friend, 
Lizzie WALDRON. 


[We welcome Lizzie to our Corner, and 
hope she will write often.—E». C. C.] 


————— —49—$— — — ——— 
'TsurNx all you speak, but speak not all you 
think; 
Thoughts are your own, your words are 80 
no more; 
Where wisdom steers wind cannot make you 
sink, ; 
Lips never err when she does keep the 


door. : 
r 


Lirree Wirrik has been summarily corrected 


by his mother for repeated acts of naughti- 
ness. The punishment being over, ‘‘ Papa,” 
he sobs, in tones of anguish, ‘‘ how could 
you marry such an ill-tempered woman a8 
mamma ?” 


I tell her I can see no sense! 


Babylon Nursery. 


WE CAN SUPPLY 


Our Friends and the Public with Everything 
grown in such an institution. 
This is the time to make contracts for some of our 


BEAUTIFUL TREES and SHRUBS. 


Afull assortment of all sizes on hand. Young 
stock a specialty. 
Our STOOK is FIRST-OLASS and our PRIOER: 
are LOW. 

We have made arrangements with several for- 
eign and American seedling growers, by which 
means we can supply all nurserymen, florists, and 
large planters at wholesale or retail. 

Address P. H. FOSTER, 
BABYLON, L, I., N. Y. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 


J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 

J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 

Dr. J. L. York, 8an Jose, Cal. 

Estate of 8. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. 

Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., Ban Fran 
cisco. 

CANADA. 
T. C. Allen & Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, 


N. 8. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-3 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal: 
ifax, N. S. 
COLOEADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
E. A. Stevens, 558 West Madison st., Room 1, 
Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 808 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 56 S. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
LOUISIANA. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MASBAOBRUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Bach, 1888. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
: MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 803 Olive st., Bt. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA, 
Eaton & Smith, 1234 O st., Lincoln. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Bquare, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
H; Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
M. B. Edinger, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. at, 
New York. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. 

S. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 

OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. : 
N. Hexter, 208 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 359 Superior st., Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sydney. 

OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butlerstreet, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNESSHH. . 

Wm. B. Fisher, 381 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 

TEXAS, 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick. Norse. 
H. 8. Kratz, 806 Houston st., Fort Worth. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Benry Booth, Stockton. 

WASHINGTON TERBITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
ENGELAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 

Progressiv Pub. Co., 28 Stonecutter st., Lon- 


don, E. C. 
C. Btocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUBTRALIA, 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.S. W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W, 
NEW ZEALAND. 

A. D, Willis, Wanganui. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLE, 


DELIVERED BEFORE MHE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. F., Jan. 21, 1890. 


Th only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayetto Place, New York. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


Grorer Jacon HoLvoaKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LvpiA R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies f >a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
aS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Now READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises gome of the ablest and 
beat editoriala written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
Cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home, It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRY-SQUARE, 


7 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer; the pastor; having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, Political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, 31.00. 


ROME 8 REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHAKRIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholiciem, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate perzonal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of infiicting.—[{Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR) 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Oontaining 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
; Self-Contradictions of the sc-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohrisiian friends, it is 
the most effeotiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price oniy 25 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, * E 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledgo- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
Bilk cloth, $3. : 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


$1.00, 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
$5 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is “boiled down” with surprising 
skill—[Literary World. — n : 

You turn over hig pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 


Trying.. aren Ocean. 


Bis history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
“Penn Monthly. 

Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp., $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


; By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to Wis noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ' Hebrew 
Mythology,” ‘The Career of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—(Pa. xiv, 1. 
Ohildren and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SAFEST CRERD, 


AND 
Twsive Orser Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp.; $1. 
Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Obicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is. in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girls life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is ines such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and. appreciates is gure to be Torth the attention 

the rest of the world. Price 25 cents, 
id Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE . 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


i$. THEIR LÀ 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Cloth, £3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 
History, Religion, Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


,Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful Precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Amert- 
"as ot the most-valuable helte for t 

ne o: ə most Valuable helps for thoss who 
wouid understand the character af human prog- 
ress in all ages.—National Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.— New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnatt Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: “ The purest 
and gentiest get of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale says: ' Of allthe line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: "The noblest sonl that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: '*He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemisked jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 


Extra Oloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1.50. ` i 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12mo, 883pp., $1.25 


or Boys and Girls. 3 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hend- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Obildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever isgued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 


8v0. 


Address 


GENTS WANTED 2: "ic td RE s 


opportunity. Geo. A. Seott, $42 Brondway, Ne Y. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


T ! Forthe benefit of our read- 
3 zh d ers who preserve their papers 
Ue ped + weofferanew style of binder 

Li Magee g R * made for the purpose, Ai 
$ m) z with the heading, of THE 

(€ d ; Truru BrrxzR printed in 

old letters on the outside. 

; his binder allows the open- 

ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 

taking ouf and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. | 
ent by mail, 
eroaren TH 


g 


». NE. 
E CE 


ostpaid, for $1. 
TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘ Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Pro?f. J. M. Peebles. 


The book hag been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philogophicel Journal,” and many Spitt 
uelist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Cloth, 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. «A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister's praying God to kil grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post gays: “This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work- 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK: M.D. 


Godey's Lady's Book says: '* We giv our cordial 
approbation to this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are fully con- 


vinced, reliable." Price by mail, $1. 


, SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


‘AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 

OCarefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 50,000 gold. Price $2, by mail. Illus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Children of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


By M. L. HoLBROOK, M.D. 


The Sctentio American says: “‘ This work is 
scientific, sober, clean: and woriby, of conscien- 
tions consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young." $1. 


EATING FOR. STRENGTH ; 
0B 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION To HEALTH AND Work. 

The New York Herald says: ''Dr. Holbrook's 
book is among the very best of its kind." 

The Home ard Garden Bays: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH BxxxER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


POINTERS: 


.A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


OONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and, Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers; and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 

Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 


More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 
ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 
For $50 worth of " Cold Facts” boiled down in a 


Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 


Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price; 10 cents. 


Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


Argument by R. G. Ingersoll 
IN THE 


TRIAL OF C, B, REYNOLDS 
“BLASPHEMY,” 


At Morristown, New Jersey. 
Stenographicatly reported, and revised by the au. 


Handsome 8vo, 86 pp beautiful type, fine paper, 
Price, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents, or 
$2 per dozen. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
22 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Agnsstic Annual 


Address 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS. 


CONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality..... -Samuel Laing 
A Bonnet...0....eceesesesgerese DEP Joseph Ellis 
Who Was Mosen ?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.O.8. 
The Comfort of Agnosticism..... E. Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Oredible 7... Constance O. W. Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and Theology, 
John Wilson, M.A. 
Above : A Poom aii FER ENE Stewart Ross. 
e Evolution of the Agnostic Idea, 
g R. Bithell, B.So.. Ph.D. 
The New Fatalism..... 


seegeegeceetereeneB, Russell. 
Descartes's Proof of the Existence of a God, 


F. J. Gould. 
A Poem..,......... eee We By MeTaggart. 
The Free Expression of Opinions.. G. F. Underhill. 
Fragments.................. ^... William Maccall. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE STRUGGLE 
FoR 


Religiousand Politica] Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of pyery age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, c 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 

osition of womankind in America. Throughout, 

he work is replete with astounding facts an 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 


By THEO. 0, SPENCER. 
Oloth, 12mo.; 138pp., price 75 cents. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
or Europe. 
Bevised Edition—8 vols—Price, $3, 


ILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
By JORN bad errr ThE TRUTH SKEKER. . 


ANTICHRIST. 


ROVING conclusivly that there was no Christ 
P crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.C. Cloth, 446 pages, with full Indez. 


Price, $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office. 


110^ S O e a ŘaaIiE 


dirievera nt Remarks. 


Noah and the Wine. 


When Noah bade the ark farewell 

And pensiv sat to think a spell, 

An unknown figure met his eyes, 
Perchance a herald from the skies, 

Who said: **Since you hav done your best 
The gods will grant i one request." 


** My dearest sir," iced Noah said, 

** The water here affects my head, 
Because the sinners great or small 
Were in it drowned. both one and all, 
And so my wish will be, I think, 

To hav some other, better drink.” 


II. 
His wish was granted in a trice, 
The wine was sent from paradise, 
With lessons how to make it grow, 
And counsel good for him to know. 
And Noah, filled with grateful mirth, 
Bowed down ee to the earih. 


Then calling to his wie and child, 
He told them both, in accents mild, 
What all the confab was about, 
And quickly laid a vineyard out. 
When five or six short years were o’er 
The bottles reached his second floor. 
v. 

Against this you can nothing say. 

`- He took his wine in pious way. 
Like upright Dutchmen later born, 
To the honor of heaven he drained his horn, 
And after the deluge it appears 
He lived three hundred and fifty years. 


VI. 
Bo each of you can plainly see 
That wine is good for you and me, 
And algo that a righteous man 
Ne’er mixes water in his can. 
Because the sinners, great and small, 
Therein were drowned, both one and all., 
—from the Dutch. 


Peter’s Present. 
Twas the night before Christmas in Kingdom 
Come, 
The saints were in bed and their harps were 
all dumb, 
` Their halos turned out (to economize get) 
And their stockings hung up on the gate į 
way of brass. 


Said Peter : 
ute 
To look at my stocking and see what is in it ; 
The good little angels are all fast asleep, 
And no one will know I hav taken a peep.” 


eid Je and behold! In the dawning light 

im, 

His stocking—apparently full to the brim! 

He took it down quickly, and there, if you 
please, ' 

Was a liitle toy rooster that crows when you 
squeeze; 


. 


As the saint hurried of in undignified haste, 

He was overheard muttering, ‘‘ Confounded 
bad taste!” 

And somehow the story got round the next 


day 
And ete he don’t hang up his stocking, they 
say. — Oliver Herford in Life. 


Ir the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum 
had more sympathy with working people and 
less respect for their own cast-iron opinions 
the doors of that institution would be open 
on Sundays. Paintings and statuary are not 
going to debase the poor, even on the Sab- 
bath. Make an effort, gentlemen, and try to 
realize it! But if, as appearances indicate, 
you hav made up your minds that you will 
not realize it, put up a sign over the principal 
entrance every Sunday morning, and let it 
bear these words: 
THE POOR BE DAMNED. 

This will show that you hav the courage of 
your convictions, and as the laborer, with his 
overworked wife and sad-eyed children, 
trudges back to his sunless home you will 
hav taught him, once again, that he must 
look to alcohol for relaxation on the Sabbath, 
and not to art.— Life. 


First burglar (in dining-room): ‘Faith, 
Dinnis, here’s some foine cold mate. Oime 
hungry, too. after goin’ trough de house." 
Second burglar (catching sight of the clock): 
** Sure and we can't ate it, Bill. It's Friday 
mornin’, begobs!” Firat burglar: ‘ Well, 
that’s too bloimed bad! Whoi didn’t we 
hurry up a bit? °— Life. 


CALLER: Why don’t you try Christian 
Science for Fido? You know how much it 
did for our baby." Hostess: ‘‘ Yes, but I 
can't sfford to fool with the life of that dog. 
Why, he cost $45."— Boston Gazette. 


LirrLE brother (thoughtfully): ‘I don't 
believe there is any fairies." Little sister 
(shocked): “Oh, you bad, wicked Agnostic! 
You'll be losing faith in Santa Claus next !"— 
Life. . 

Faust: “I say, Mephistopheles, do you 
belong to the Four Hundred?” Mephisto: 
“ No, Fausty. The Four Hundred belong to 
me. "LL ife. 


ExHORTER: “g tell you, young man, you 
are going straight to hades.” Young man: 
“All right, old fel! Au revoir.” — Life. 
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SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES, 


As To New Hann CONVENT. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 


Oards, 11:14; printed on both sides, 25 cents; on 
two _two cards, 3 35. cents. — 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHURCH. 


J. E. Remspure. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A Oompenp or THE Naturat Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXCHANGE. 

By J. K. Ineas. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, š w 


Ingersoll o on McGlynn. 


82., 80e. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 


venta. 


“TPH just run around for a min- | OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
¥estern Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. ©, INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 conia; 30 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 1:0 


Is the God of Israel the True God? 


Ne rative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Jadges, and the New Testament. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


Protest AGAINST PERSECUTION. 
By O. B. Wuitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PHCK. 
10 cents. 


Tele- 


Price, 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, RE VILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12m0, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Ona8. STEPHENSON. 
1cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE, 


By L. R. MITH. 
19 cents. 


WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. UspERWOOD. 

Price, 10 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER O00., 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


DID MAN FALL: 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


By ISRAEL W. GROH, Author vm e ‘is the God 
of Israel the True God 


Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Under the Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - + = = 80cents. 


SELF- CONT RE DIOTIONS 


THE BIBLE. 


144. PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved at- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-coutradictions of the 
so-called inapired word of God. 
By W.H. Bunn. 73 pages. 


Price, 1 TS GEBEN. < cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER MER. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of the Bible Esther. 
By A. HoLxoAkE. 


10 cents. 
 Aets of The Apostles. A Farce. 
By A. HOLYOAKE. 


19 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Price, 


Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. 
Bv A. HOLYOAKE. 


Price, 10 senta. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 


Price, - -= c 5 cents 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAELS GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 


Price. - 10 cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. 8. BELL. 


Price, - . 10 cents. 


if You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MALTIN. 
___ Price; - - = 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CHARLES BnapLaUGH. 
Price. 10 cen ta. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christiav. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other L«ctures. 
By Hexen H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. I. 
Price, 10 cente. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Its INFLUENOR UPON 
BOOTY. 


By D&. Lours BvuORHNERE, Author of * Force and 
atter," eto. 


Translated from the German. | 


Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. | 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the | 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 

Price; - ~ =- 25 Cents 


WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP Gop? 


By B. F. USDESSOQUD. 
Price; * 10 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette P... New York. 


9 Saaset Banki, | SISTERLUCY PIN MAN WA] [9| PIONEER PITH. 


Tur Gist or LEOTURES ON RATIONALIeM. 


By Cart. R. CO. Apams, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
‘ Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to t0 Rengon, 
* Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best havdbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism ia based. ; 

Paper, 12:0, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. C IE 
Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIB'.E STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“Jesus the Lord Goad, G Creator of Heaven and 


By D. M. BENNETT E Rev. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 30 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE: 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Oharacter, and the 
Influence of Ohristiarily. 


Prise, 35 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Oomparing the Bible's Baat Teachings and Nay- 
ings with thoss of Pailosophers who 
ived previous to Bible 
Authors. 


By Laid O. DazaLING. 
Paper, - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TIVENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 23 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


. . 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 


and Religion. 
By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF. BIBLES. 


By INO. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Chistlanily and aiam. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Wuitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 1) cents 


: CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT, 
By W. N. McLaren. 
Paper; 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land ` 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (Sviden tly inspired). 
Discovered bv I. N. FIDEL and A. Noor. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 


Paper, 40 centa ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
; Rxrigious PurrranisM AND MONEY-QETTING. 
By A. R. CoorER. 
Paper, 20c.; flexible clo , 3. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 502.5 cio., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 
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THE TRUTH 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norr.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. Wheu sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
cté Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


22 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23 Reply to Snelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood.. 
31 God and God-Houses................. i 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ....cc..seseeseees 
37 Short Sermon. Rey. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not à Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
4% Cruelly & Credulity of the Human Raco.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. X. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers........ Mes is 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies, | Underwood.................. 
62 The Jews and their God............. ; 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure, Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Secker Leatlets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. 8. Lyon..... 
11 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman.. 
73 Foundations. John Syphors......... eese 
T4 Dauielin the Lion's Den. Bennett.. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett... - 
17 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps. . 
89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ....... 
91 Our Ideasof God. B.F.Underwood......... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper........... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell 
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Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christiamty. — Capphro..... 
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107 Phe Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Benuett.... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett.... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett........... ecce 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of,Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett........... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.... 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell........... 
121 Ingersoll’s Review of his Reviewers...... 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and *“ Ob- 
BET VET”. ..ccccsssecconses seeesesisasestescesese 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett... ; 
125 German Liberalism. Neymanun........... 2 
126 Crimes and Cruclties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............e..s. . 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford...... € 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James............... 
188 Science of the Bible- John Jasper 
240 Astro-Theology .............. eese e: 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher........ 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon 
148 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkius...... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus 
749 Age of Shams. ............ ART y 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Givo Me Instead. Martin... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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Wakeman.....cccoccsessersssoserves . 10 
151 Whatisthe Bible? M. W. H... 5 
' 352 A Remarkable Book, Douglas.. 2 
153 Liberty and Morality, Conway... 5 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.. 2 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley 4, 2 
268 The Fools Creed... seccsssecesceeesseees es l 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting... 5 
1.60 Sabbath Observance,  Coleman............ 3 
161 Protestant Persecutions.......... m PEE 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett................ MEE 10 


164 Bible Impeached. Chapman................ 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Bls- 
burg, M.Desssesseesoossosso e ssereerrerereeren 5 

2 Evolution: Homogencous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood.............ee 3 
4 Literature of tho Insane. Marvin... 5 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres,  MeCarroll...... 2 
1 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D..... 3 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. s enosososs eere nnne. LO 
11 Is America Now World? Dawson ......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D...cccccsecscssssoroores 
13 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium........ 


£37 See note at head of column. 
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It seems hardly worth while to call attention of old-time radical thinkers to 


** Plain Home Talk,” since probably most of them are familiar with it. 


Yet there 


may be some such who hav lost or loaned their copies of the work and who would 
be glad to get a new copy of the latest revised edition. To the younger generations 
of Liberals and to recent converts to Freethought literature ‘‘ Plain Home Talk” is a 
book that offers much of interest in the line of radical thought on marriage and social 
relations, besides much very valuable instruction concerning physiology, hygiene, and 
what it is well for everyone to know concerning disease, its causes, prevention, and 


treatment.— Truth Seeker. 


IF YOU WANT TO KNOW 


| All about the human body,in health and disease.nature’s secrets revealed. 
j How life is perpetuated, health maintained, disease’ nduced deathdelayed, 
sal How to marry your own mate. and transmit wealth of health to posterity, 
| Head the most popular, comprehensive and usesut book treating of 
i MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE. 
ZI which Dr. Eadon declares to be * priceless in value, new, startling 
8M and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val- 
f| uable than ever. having been re-written in important parts. 
tains AN APPENDIX Of great practical utility made up of 
OVER 290 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES 
| For Acute and Chronic Disorders Common to Adults sua Children, 
f à complete table of poisons and their antidotes (from highest author- 
ll] ities), illustrated directions for resuscitating the drowned (prepared 
fd for Health Boards), and bygienic rules for care of infants; also 
ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN, 
tracing the embryo from conception, through all stages to birth, 
annstrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs, 
on fiue plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, im- 
ported medical works; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relative 
positions of important parts. each book is also embellished With 
e —MÓ THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS. 
Price, $1.50, by mails circulars free ? agents wanted. 


1t con- 
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12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nexson C. 

PARSHALL. 
18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
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The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of thig Ohar. 


0 | acter a8 described in the New Testament. By Mil. 


ton Woolley, M.D., author of " Hebrew Mythol- 


ogy” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house 80 fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
tbe United States an opportunity to examin, test 
and compare my goods and Prices with those ol 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in fall will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Oarrying & large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer. and doing business 
on smallest possible expense; you will positiviy 
gave twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrops, worth $600, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100, for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $80; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year. lt will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. - 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or O.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The ‘Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


sixteen jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautifu 
double-paneled dial and al! modern improve. 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver Case, $23.50; five-ounce, $25; six-ounoo, $27. In 
open face, bent filled gold case, $27; hunting; $33; 
do., Louis XIV., $35. In fourteen carat solid gold. 
$50 to $100. Nens prepaid, and cash refunded if 
tisfactory. 
not satis So TO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Established 1857. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
Price 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
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Aiberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Locat Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Phileosophitai Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooma, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday, Admisgion free. Discussions follow 
eciureg. 


¥he Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey 8t. cor. Market 


St. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts.» ab 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpubliostiongalwayg0n handatoheaprates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Bundav (frem October to June) at 
2 i 46 Is at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
atreet. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening åt 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera Houge, 558 Weat Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. 


Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-mouthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., af the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEiGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 p.w.1 8t. 419 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman bock, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomper,Pres.; Leroy BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secu'ar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Nan- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A. M. Free discussion on a)! Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTA SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. G. RMITH, Oor. Bec. 


Cleveland, ©., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday eveving at 7:30, at room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligious and social subjects. The public cordially 
invited. 


The Walta Waila Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures._Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
nable library is at the rervice of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER: Sec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The publie cordially invited. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
Tor 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L, FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 cta. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered; therefore im- 
moral.—Eztraot, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER bo. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BENsETT. 


Price. - . . 


10 cents. 


Isa regularly educated 
and legaliy qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send IU cts. for his “Pri- 
vate Counselor." & book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses, It sets forthan 
External Application.—A 
POSITIVE CURE, The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those aftlict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 

“Similar advertisemeuts 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and Sa 
he press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in bis profes- 
sion’ aud it is sate to trust him.” — The National Vier. 


VINELAND. N.J. 


And say where you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and 
very successiul pbysician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—The Liberal. 


112 


Bews of the Beek, 


To check the smoking of cigarets by 
youth the Maryland legislature will probably 
pass a bill that will hamper their sale. 


Tax young Duc d'Orleans was arrested at 
Paris on the 7th for returning to Fr&nce de. 
spite his -banishment as a pretender to mo- 
narchical rule. 


INrruENZA is causing 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 


AND REFORMERS. 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy C 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo,885pp. Vol. IX. Describes Fully ali 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g- ©., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y* 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I, Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
Ghost, 


i 


Gens of Thought. 


Every day quacks gravely condemn each 
other, and fools are compelled to pay fines to 
others equally ignorant. This world has 
long resembled that madhouse in which he 
who believed himself to be the holy father 
anathematized him who believed himself to 
be the Holy Ghost.— Voltaire. 


Men and women hav 
been burnt for thinkin 


many deaths in Mexico. 


there is but one God; 


that there was none; 


A srRror Prohibition 


law has passed the South 


that the Holy Ghost is 


Dakota House and Sen- 


ate. 


younger than God; that 
God was somewhat older 


than his son; for insist- 


On the 6th 150 miners 


were killed by an ex- 


ing that good works will 


plosion at Abersychan, 


save a man without faith; 


that faith will do without 


Wales. 


good works; for declar- 


Ir is said that Belgium 
will be the battle.ground 
in the expected Franco- 
German war. 


CHINAMEN and opium 
are being smuggled into 
the United States through 
Victoria, B. C. 


Rivers in southern Ore- 
gon are flooded and do- 
ing damage, and part of 
Portland is submerged. 


Tux town of Burke, 
Ida., has been badly 
damaged by two ava- 
lanches of snow and 
rock. 


REoENTLY there was a 
riot in a Virginia coun- 
try church in which two 
were killed and three 
wounded. 


Os the 8th St. Paul, 
Minn., was shaken by 
the explosion of a gas 
retort, and five persons 
were killed. 


Mexico observed the 
5th as a holiday, it being 
the anniversary of the 
adoption of the constitu- 
tion of the republic. 


In Nebraska the Knights of Labor will | 
make a non-partisan struggle this year for the 
Australian ballot system. — - 


Dr. RaPoHINSEI, Of St. Petersburg, an- 
nounces that he has discovered a cure for 
diphtheria by inoculation with erysipelas. 


IvAriAN Catholics are endeavoring to effect 
the repeal of the new law by which the state 
takes charge of charitable donations formerly 
perverted to religious uses. 


Tar emperor of Germany proposes that 
the governments of Europe hold an interna- 
tional labor conference to seek some way of 
doing something for workingmen. 


Tue town of Point, O., has suffered such 
. an epidemic of crime that the citizens a few 

days ago formed themselvs into an Arresting 
and Jailing Club, and commenced wholesale 
punishment. 


Tue suit for damages against Manager 
Judah of & Kansas City theater for expelling 
a colored man from an orchestra seat has been 

` decided in the manager’s favor, the court 
looking on the theater as private property. 


Tur lawyer for the Anarchists Neebe, 
Fielding, and Schwab has succeeded in se- 
curing a writ of error by which, on account 
of the prisoners’ not being in the United 
States Supreme Court when sentence was 
passed, the case will be considered by that 
court again. 


Some stir has been created by the declara- 
tion of the pope in his latest encyclical that 
love of country should be sacrificed to love 
of the church. Champions of the doctrin 
are defending it by citation of the text, ** We 

-ought rather to obey God than men.” 


Ix the counties of Benson, Pierce, Rolette, 
Bottineau, Towner, Rameay, and Nelson, in 
North Dakota, 6,000 persons need help, and 
15,000 cattle and horses are starving. The 
people need provisions, clothing, shoes, and 
fuel. A relief agency at Grand Forks receives 
and forwards supplies. 


PoLioE protection was asked on the night 
of the 7th at the meeting in the Union 
colored church at Lovelened, O. This was | 
because at the meeting two nights previous 
there was a fight between the three denomi- 
nations that jointly use the building, caused 
by an attack by one pastor upon the belief of 
the others. 


Portugal talks of war with England over 
the latter’s seizure of the contested territory in 
Africa. England will probably lose her com- 
merce with the Portuguese, who in indigna- 
tion are changing their trade to other nations. 
It is feared that Portuguese firms will make 
fictitious failures so as to repudiate their 
debts to English merchants. 


Trena said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not 
hence, but abide here fast by my maidens.— Ruth ii, 8. 
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,my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from 


thieves 
hth 


" We eund 


ing that a sweet babe 
will not be burnt eter- 
nally, because its parents 
failed to hav its head wet 
by a priest; for speakin 

of God as though he ha 

a nose; for denying that 
Christ was his own 
father; for contending 
that three persons, rightly 
added together, make 
more than one; for be- 
lieving in purgatory; for 
denying the reality of 
hell; for pretending that 
priests can forgiv sins; 
for preaching that God is 
an essence; for denying 
that witches rode through 
tbe air on sticks; for 
doubting the total deprav- 
ity of the human heart; 
for laughing at irresist- 
ible grace, predestina- 
tion, and particalar re- 
demption; for denying 
that good bread could b^ 
made of the body of a 
dead man; for preterd. 
ing that the pope was not 
menaging this world fur 
God and in the place of 
God; for disputing the 
efficacy of a vicarious 
atonement; for thinking 
the Virgin Mary was born 
like other people; for 
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—JAngersoll, 


thinking that a man’s 
rib was hardly sufficient to make a good-sized 
woman ; for denying that God used. his finger 
for a pen; for esserting that prayers are not 
answered, that diseases are not sent to punish 
unbelief; for denying the authority of the 
Bible; for having a Bible in their possession ; 
for attending mass and for refusing to attend ; 
for wearing 8 surplice; for carrying a cross 
and for refusing; for being a Catholic and 
for being a Protestant; for being an Episco- 
palian, a Presbyterian, a Baptist, and for 
being a Quaker.—Jngerioll, 


I MAKE ye an offer, 

Ye gods, hear the scoffer, 

The scheme will not hurt you, 

If ye will find goodness I will find virtue. 
Though I am your creature, 

And child of your nature, 

I hav pride stil! unbended, 

And blood undescended, 

Some free independence 

And my own descendants. 

I cannot toil blindly, 

Though ye behave kindly, 

And I swear by the rood, 

I will be slave to no God.— Thoreau. 


THE great ghost will surely share the fate 
of the little ones. They fled at the first ap- 
pearance of the dawn, and the other will van- 
ish with the perfect day. Until then the inde- 
pendence of man is little more than a dream. 
Overshadowed by an immense personality, in 
the presence of the irresponsible and the in- 
finit, the individuality of man is lost, and he 
falls prostrate in the very dust of fear. Be- 
neath the frown of the absolute, man stands 
& wretched, trembling slave; beneath his 
smile he is at best only. a fortunate serf. 
Governed by & being whose arbitrary will ig 
law, chained to the chariot of power, his des- 
tiny rests in the pleasure of the unknown, 
- « . Isit possible that an infinit God cre- 
ated this world simply to be the dwelling- 
place of slaves and serfs? . . . I want 
no happiness in exchange for my liberty, and 
no immortality that demands the surrender 
of my individuality.—Zngersoll. 


Ons of the accessory causes of the continua- 
tion of religious sentiment, is the natural 
cowardice of man; he dislikes to cut himself 
loose from any powerful organization, to 
stand alone, only supported by his own will, 
with no invisible helper or protector to come 
to his assistance. The average individual 
prefers to enter upon the struggle for exist- 
ence supported by hundreds of others, and 
turn a close, serried front to the enemy. 
They want to feel an armed comrade behind 
and at each elbow, and in front too, if possi- 
ble. They like to listen io the words of 
command and hav their movements deter- 
mined by a higher authority.— Nordau. 


Ir is a responsibility to think and act for 
yourself. Most people hate responsibility. 


Vol.17. No.8. {PUBLISHED WEEKL 
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dotes and Clipping LA Tur Standard (Baptist), of Chicago, says: ! and it is to be presumed quite inadvertently, ‘ious. He proposes to place the Indian schools 


“ It is very doubtful if, even yet, the Protest- indicates it in the following editorial utter- upon the same basis as the public schools. 


Tus bicentenary of the. Ham burg, Ger. ant people of America are fully alive to the; ance: ‘Every effort possibie should be made ; Is he for au instant to be tolerated?’ Putting 
many, Mathematical Society, of which New- nature of the issue made by the Roman Cath-| by Catholics to prevent the confirmation of the two sentences together one has the whole 


TM olic priesthood in the matter of the Indian | Morgan to the i lesione 
" post of Indian commissioner. 

ton, Herschel, and Leibnitz were members, | schools. The Catholic World, of New York Morgan's plan is specious and insid 

was celebrated on the 15th. , Aj cm 5s $ P pecious and insid- 
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spectable in our time. 
'The mythical theory put 
forward about the open- 
ing of the century in ex- 
planation of the origin of. 
the New Testament, has 
been thoroughly over- 
thrown, and no longer 
needs an angwer in edu- 
cated circles. As to the 
vulgar Infidelity of the 
time, represented by 
Ingersoll and Bradlaugh, 
it is by no means abreast 
of Infidelscholarship. It 
is half chaff and half 
chafling, and has less and 
less influence on the men 
who love clear thought 
and who read all sides on 
every subject. My im- 
pression is that the school 
of Agnosticism is the. 
most dangerous .form of 
modern Infidelity, but 
that its chief support is a 
clique of writers whose 
homes are in London aud 
who get a wide hearing 
because of the peculiar 
facilities they hav for 
reaching the public ear. 
Professor Huxley leads 
this clique, aud the little 
band of London Agnos- 
tics is driven round and 
round the hill of Londoa 
journalism, and seems to 
be an endless army be- 
cause some portion of it 
is always in sight and on 
the march. But the 
company is really not & 
large one." 
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Tux pope holds in his 
encyclical that itis asin 
to disobey God for the 
sake of pleasing men; 
that it is wrong to break 
the law of Jesus Christ 
in order to obey the 
magistrate. He goes on 
to urge that if there isa 
conflict between the laws 
of the state and the law 
of God; if thelaw of the 
state inflicts injury upon 
the church or sets at 
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pontiff, then it becomes ANXIOUS FOR A SITUATION. 


a duty to resist those 


laws and a sin to render 


case at the Catholic point of view. The hos- 
tility of Catholics to the public schools is no 


secret. They hav now 
an opportunity to make 
the issue a square one, 
and to test their strength 
in the war they are mak- 
ing upon this peculiarly 
American institution." 


Tue following is the 
decree for the toleration 
of religion in Brazil: 
* Federal and state au- 
thorities are prohibited 
from making laws or 
regulations, or perform- 
ing administrativ acts for 
the establishment or pro- 
hibition of any religion, 
and from making distinc- 
tions on account of relig- 
jious and philosophical 
beliefs and opinions be- 
tween inhabitants of this 
country, or in the serv- 
ices whose cost is de. 
frayed by the public 
treasury. All religious 
denominations hav 
equally the right to lib- 
erty of worship and that 
of governing themselvs 
in accordance with their 
respectiv creeds without 
being disturbed in the 
private acts pertaining to 
the exercise of this right. 
The liberty hereby insti- 
tuted embraces not only 
individuals in their indi- 
vidual acts, but also 
churches, associations, 
and institutes in which 
they are united, to all of 
which belongs the right 
to organize and maintain 
their corporate existence, 
without interference of. 
the government, in con- 
formity with the respec- 
tiv creeds and disciplin. 
Patronage, with all of its 
institutions and preroga- 
tivs, is hereby abolished. 
The legal capacity of 
churches and religious 
denominations to acquire 
and hold property is 
hereby recognized within 
the limits of the laws re- 
lating to mortmain, and 
they shall be maintained 
in the possession of their 


` present property, includ- 


ing their places of wor- 
ship. The federal gov- 
ernment will maintain 
the salaries now paid to 
the priests and other 
functionaries of the 
Catholic church, and for 
one year will continue to 
giv state aid to the relig- 
ious seminaries, and 
every state is at liberty to 
maintain clergymen of 
this and other churches 
in any manner not con- 
flicting with the pro- 


obedience to them.” Asto the law of God, | and what is sinful; what is to be doneand; Tux political sensation in Europe is the visions of the preceding articles.” 

he asserts that God has intrusted the interpre. what not done inthe work of salvation. As publication by Colonel Stoppel of the French)" 4 wgw feature to be introduced in the cen. 
tation and guardianship of that law to the | the church is the mistress of nations, and the army of a pamphlet advocating a union of | sus of 1890 fs the collection of Sunday-school 
church; that the highest teacher in the} pope is supreme teacher of the church, it is France and Germany against Russia. i 
church is the Roman pontiff, and that there- the duty of all races to submit both to full . | n . T 
fore it follows that all should be ‘ perfectly | and ecclesiastical power. The state must not GovzRNog Foraker revealed in a speech! Jrarian Catholics, in their opposition to 
gubmissiv to the church and the Roman pon- interfere with the church. The church, how- j OR the 15th that in 1887 when our relations ,the new law by which the state will admin- 
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A Sympozium. 


How the New World Replaces the Old by Con- 
structive Liberalism. 
BY T. B. WAKEMAN. 

The result proves that one of the happiest events 
in the history of American Liberalism is this sympo- 
sium of Taz Trura Szexer. By it Freethinkers of 
every phase of talent and character are iniroducsd to 
each other, and are found, probably to their own, 
and certainly to the surprise of everybody else, to be 
in substantial agreement. There is by their common 
vote and consent an affirmative, positive, and con- 
structive side to Liberalism. Nay, that seems to be 
its chief if not only side; all negations and denials 
are claimed to be simply the out or obverse side of 
its affirmations, which, unfortunately, is all the side 
its opponents care to see. Hence, strangely, those 
who ere really enthused by the great modern affirma- 
tions of the world are represented as its destroyers. 
While the higher integration is taking form, it is 
hidden from the common sight by the dust and rub- 
bish of the falling ruins it is gloriously replacing. ` 

It is extremely pleasing to observe not only this 
general affirmative drift of thought and purpose, but 
also the great ability and variety of illustration by 
which it is expressed. Each writer gives an honest, 
individual expression of inmost belief about the 
great issues of our sge and time, but in the end 
these expressions seem to make a common effect, like 
the composite photograph of members of the same 
family. There is no need to mention anyone where 
each has contributed effectively to the common ex- 
pression. It is to be regretted, of course, that the 
broad pages of Tur Trorx Seexer could not take in 
ali who should have been heard, but may they not 
appear as critics and continue the feast as their own? 

It has been settled, then, that Libsrals—that is, 
freed persons, those who are emancipated from the- 
ology, churches, and creeds, have at bottom a con- 
structive purpose and intent. “Know the true in 
order to do the good,” the motto and creed of Dide- 
rot, seems to be one in which they all concur. And 
algo, like that great encyclopedist, they hope to aid, 
at least, in replacing the old world of superstition 
and dreams by one of science and progress. 

But what does this undertsking involve? Have we 
ever duly reflacted upon the extent, meaning, and 
consequences of this problem? When we come to 
look at it historically, as statesmen and social scien- 
tists should, we may well be appalled at the task 
which the present generation are called upon to per- 
form. To pui it in & sentence: The civilization, 
morality, liberty, culture, and preserving aspiration 
of the human race, have to be sustained and con- 
tinued, while the old foundation upon which they 
rest and by which they were built up is removed and 
replaced by a new, solid foundation, laid in science 
and cemented by love. This is the greatest difficulty 
mankind have ever had to meet and it is a proper 
time to begin to appreciate it. The centuries have 
been occupied from fetishism to astrology, then to 
polytheism, then to monotheism, and now to simple 
theism, in building up a civilization with religions, 
politics, hopes, motives, and creative aspirations 
which are now seen to have no sounder basis than 
the illusions of the African rainmaker. The Hebrew, 
Christian, and Mohammedan peoples have until re- 
cently (when the Freethinkers began to come to the 
front) led and dominated the world. Their creed, 
their heaven, hell, life, raotive, and immortality, was 
ihe result of their geocentric cosmogony and their 
tribal polity. Their eosmogony was the little three- 
story tenement house, as a world often described, 
but never too often, as “the city of God,” with a 
living earth surface of human life-probation to end 
in a heaven above a firmament, or in a hell, below the 
earth’s surface, as a basement and foundation of the 
whole structure. The fundamental beliefs of the 
Hebrew, Christian, and Mckammeden peoples have 
been their adjustment to and explanation of this 
tenement house. Their hopes and life motives have 
been such ss it naturally excited. 

Copernicus, Bruno, and Galileo with his telescope 
exploded this three-story tenement into infinity, and 
its creator out of personality. For nearly three hun- 
dred years people have been persistently denying the 
facts or consequences of this explosion, and have tried 


to keep on ag though nothing much had happened. 


Such ostrich tactics will not longer avail. There 
must be a readjustment to the new environment—to 
a new world ss different from the old as it is possible 
to conceive. The chief beliefs, motives, and life under 
the ol@solar system have norelationtothenew. The 
old God, Christ, heaven, hell, devil, angels, soul, and 
immortality are hopelessly gone. There is no place 
or time for them, and with them go the old motives 

for living. Whether the Joss is irreparable is the 
question. The hopeful Liberal says, No, and bravely 
faces the issue. But where in history has a civiliza- 
lion ever survived its religion? What is the lesson 
of Volney’s * Ruins?” The life of a people. is its 
faith which binds them together in one organic, in- 
spired whole, living and working for some ideal bliss, 


infinite, incalculable. "When that faith gces, no burn- 
ing prophet, no St. Paul, no Mohammed, is possible ; 
nor long can continue the polity and life which they 
have inspired. But say some Liberals: we have in- 
herited nothing from these fanatics or impostors but 
falsehoods and hallucinations. True, but they have 
been powerful motives and creators, and we are chil- 
dren of the part. When the masses of the people 
see plainly that the old world is gone—no God, no 
bell no heaven, no immoriality, wil they not say 
with Paul, under the same supposition: “ Let us eat 
end drink, for to-morrow we die?" This are they 
not saying by what is called “the moral interregnum," 
in which the gocd falis with the bad? Is it true 
that we have inherited nothing of value from the old 
faiths? Moral sense, idealization, aspiration, brother- 
hood, humanity, and finally democracy have been 
worked out by their discipline under the belief of 
equality before a common creator, and a final equal, 
just, omniscient, and omnipotent judge. When that 
belief vanishes what will protect the pecple from the 
ravages of Herbert Spencer's brutal phase of Darwin- 
ism, in which the swift, the strong, and the cunning 
shall inherit the earth? What is to sustain the 
moral, the femily, the fireside virtues, when individual 
greed and kedonism is sll there is of a life snatching 
a few glimpses of the moon and ending in death? 
All thinking people sre asking such questions. 
Therefore the priests of the old faiths from Cardinal 
Gibbons down ery out lustily: “ Deeper with your 
heads in the sand—refuse to listen—crush your 
doubts—not to believe the o!d is to be damned. 
Our Ohristian heritage is the only hope and safety of 
the world!" Childish people are these, repeating the 
illusions of ihe childhood of the race after the sun 
bas risen as the center of anew world. Let them 
restore the Ptolemaic astronomy, axd all it implies, 
or be silent about its religion ! : 

In this emergenoy tho true hope and safety of the 
world is the sffirmative, positive, and constructive 
side of Liberalism. Its advocates, leaders, ard 
teachers are the real saviors. They insist that the 
adjustment of mankind to the infinite environment 
of the new ssironomy of Copernicus and Bruno 
wil lift the whole race as far above their old ideale 
and motives as the new world is larger than the old. 

The difficulty is to sustain and preserve the good 
we have in our moral, emotional, intellectual, spirit- 
uel, and motive-life, until the new foundation can re- 
place the old. Society and national life is organic 
and constant. To say that you wili destroy and then 
rebuild is impossible. The problem is to rebuild the 
home of the individual and national life while the 
tenant must be in constant occupation and use. To 
compare very great things to little: The owners of 
Cooper Institute a few years ago found that its 
foundations were giving away and could not long 
sustain the superstructure. Instead of tearing it 
down the building was sustained by scientific appli- 
ances, given a new foundation, and practically reno- 
vated from top to bottom, and is now better than ever. 
The New York Times building has just gone through 
a Similar process without even removing its occupants. 

But the true simile for social and religious changes 
should be drawn from biology rather than from me- 
chanics. Our old life-tree, 7gdrasii, the raca-tree of 
our northern forefathers, will do: It is fed by the 
generations of men. Each life is one of its leaves 
which, falling, even in its decay adds to its food and 
growth. Formerly its roots were stopped by the 
mountains and seas of a little world and a firmament 
above. Thus inclosed it seemed as though it had 
reached its full growth and must die. But now it has 
burst its barriers below and above—its roots promise 
to encirele the earth, and its branches to reach toward 
the stars in boundless growth and aspiration. 

The transition from the old to the new environ- 
ment must be gradual to be safe and healthy. No 
sudden demolition or transplanting is natural or evo- 
lutional. The life is always present in the organism, 
and cannot be stopped without danger. Slowly the 
roots must be drawn onward by a new and richer 
soil, and to it each individual leaf must add its share 
of growth in life, and of sustenance when it falls, and 
go right bravely and usefully do its share in the 
growing world. 

In this wise the old will be replaced by the new, 
or will be effectively outgrown and overgrown by it, 
but never without effort. Like the process of growth, 
it must be ceaseless, tireless. Many are the ways 
this transition can be made or sided, and mapy have 
been so well indicated in this symposiwm that it is 
only necessary to ask the eye to look over its pages 
again to see how rich and fruitful in suggestions of 
new education and culture they are. Everywhere 
some part of the new and true world is proposed in 
place of the old. Everywhere a new ideal challenges 
& new effort or a new aspiration. Let each use the 
talent with which he is gifted, the tool which best 
fits his hand! Allare needed: 

The negative and critical Liberals to find and lay 
hold of the falsehoods and evils which must go with 
the old. 

The Scientists which discover and publish the 
truth as such, without immediate regard to its prac- 
tical utility. 


The Philosophers who, out of science discovered 
build and generalize an explanation of the known 
world like Comte and Spencer. 

The Social Seientists and Reformers, of which the 
Anarchists, Socialists, and Nationalists are our pres- 
ent representatives. . 

The New Religionists who, like the Positivista, 
Ethieals, and Monists, combine the Science of the 
Now World and its ideals into a moving and consol- 
ing moral and “ religious” culture and influence. 

In this way we may often use a transitional sym- 
bolism. For instance, if the terms are truthfully 
explained the religious names and symbols of the 
old faith may be used to express the nearest corre- 
sponding conceptions of the New World, thus: The 
personal or anthropomorphic God becomes the im- 
personal, infinite 477, the world, universe, or nature. 
For example, the last issue of the Open Court of 
Chicago, the advocate of Monism, saya: ‘We welcome 
the idea that God is no person, but a law; not a 
being adaptable to circumstances, but an irrefragable 
authority; no deified egotism, but the omnipotent 
power of all-existence! This idea is the republican 
conception of theology which can conceive of ordex 
and of law without a Prince, and of religion without 
the fetich of anthropomorphism.” 

In a similar way the Christ is no longer a God or 


-a little Hebrew reformer, whose historical existence 


is more than doubtful to say the least, but becomes 
the symbol and name of Man, humanity, the race in 
solidarity and continuity. 

The Holy Ghost is no longer a spook, but the al- 
truistic love and activity of the human heart indi- 
vidually and collectively. 

Heaven is no imaginary place or state, but the 
future of emancipated and reformed mankind on 
earth; the Ideal toward which it is our highest 
happiness to work. 

Hell is the evil and misery of our present life, and 
remorse at everything which continues it. 

Revelation is the truth brought to light by science 
and history, and the record of such truths becomes 
the true Bible ; its system becomes & Positive Philoso- 
phy, and its shorter statements the ever growing 
cread. 

Such enlargements of the old names soon lift, the 
transiators out of the narrcw creeds of an expected 
egoistio salvation into a higher and happier and 
more useful life, which is salvation. 

Now, these hints must suffice. They show how 
the supernatural religion of revelation is squarely 
challenged and replaced by the Natural Religion of 
Scierice and Man, and that its most sacred names 
become more sacred by making them stand for our 
infinite universe, and the lct and fate of Man on 
Earth. 
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Short Notes on the Symposium. 


To raz Evrror or Tue Taurug SEEKER, Sir: I hay 
just read in the issue of January 25th, with satisfac- 
tion, ae a step in the right directicn, your proposed 
symposium of Freethinkers on sundry propositions ; 
and while I am not included in the invited class, it is 
diffieuit to conceive how & Frecthinker can well be 
inhibited from participating at such a banquet. 
Therefore, please find the following contribution to 
the spread in event all plates are not covered. 

Yes, there is an affirmativ, positiv, constructiv side 
fo modern freethoughi—not that it can be formu- 
lated into a creed in any sense in which that term is 
used. 

In saying this we necesssrily assume certain post- 
ulates. First, that every sane person during every 
wakeful moment is pursuing or seeking that which 
will, or as he believes will, bring to him now or at 
some future time the greatest possible good. Second, 
that the greatest possible good is not attained by 
the individual so long as he is conscious of another 
individual coming short of his ideal state of felicity. 

Accepting, then, these postulates, the greatest 
possible good to the individual is attainable only by 
his striving—so far as it is possible with his powers 
circumscribed by hereditary tendencies and present 
environments—by all true, scientific methods to 
better his own condition physically, mentally, morally, 
and socially in all that those terms imply ; not as an 
end, but as the rational (scientific) means for acquir- 
ing ability to better the condition of those around 
him. 

If all human energy were thus expended it would 
eliminate all incentiv to avarice and crime in the 
gense in which those terms are understood to-day. 

Reduced to a single expression, the afirmativ, 
positiv, constructiv side to Freethought is to, Strive 
to better your own condition and the condition of 
those about you, in contradistinction to that old 
dogma that has so long dominated, 4e, “Do all 
things to the glory of God.” N. A. PARKER. 

Frankfort, Mich. 


To Tue Eprror or Tur Trors Srrxzn, Sir: Un- 
less Freethought should lead to & knowledge of truth 
it has no merit that should entitle it to confidence or 
respect. Truth being afirmativ, positiv, and con- 
structiv, if Freethought should lead to truth, it 
should hav no other than an affirmativ, positiv, con- 


strustiv side, nnd should be but incidentally destruc- 
tiv, and should consist in proving all things and es- 
tablishing that which is good and true. 

Therefore, Freethought applied to the Bible should 
endeavor to ascertain the fundamental principle and 
final purpose of the Bible as & philosophy. Applied 
to theology, it should endeavor to ascertain to what 
extent, if any, theology has served to promulgate the 
fundamental principle and facilitated the final pur- 
pose of the Bible philosophy. Applied to important 
events in biblical history, Freethought should recog- 
nizs the fact of the church of Christ being established 
about the time that Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, a8 good circumstantial evidence that a Christ 
was crucified under his administration. I does not 
appear certain that the sorcerer who is said to hav 
called himself Christ, and to hav been stoned and 
hanged about seventy-five years before the Christian 
era, had any disciples. If he.had, they could not hav 
established the church of Christ more than a hun- 
dred years later, when they should hav been dead 
and forgotten. The church record informs us that 
Christ was not crucified on his own account, for he 
was not found guilty of any offense against Roman 
law, but was crucified as a substitute for a noted 
robber by request of the Jews who threatened sedi- 
lion if their request was not complied with. I think 
ihe Jews and Romans would be more likely to sup- 
press all reports of such an infamous transaction 
than to make a record of it. Therefore, we should 
noi reasonably expect to find any other than the 
church record of that event, and the church record is 
sustained by ciroumstantial evidence, and ocireum- 
stantial evidence is always the most reliable on ques- 
tions of historical fact. : 

When Freethought is applied to criticising the 
Bible, we should not omit a sentence that has an im- 
portant relation to all the rest of the paragraph, for 
that will be an obvious perversion. When we read: 
“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we 
eat * or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed? for after all these things do the gen- 
tiles seek, for your heavenly father knoweth that ye 
hav need of all these things.” 
period and assert that Christ taught indolence and 
indifference to our well-being on this planet, we 
shall perpetrate the most ridiculously absurd sophis- 
try that blind bigotry could be capable of, and it will 
be apparent when we read the next sentence, viz. 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and its 
righteousness, and all these things will be added 
unto you.” That sentence should provoke the in- 
quiry, Then, what kind of an institution should the 
kingdom of God and its righteousness be that it 
should giv us all things needful? 

The suggestion of Paul to “own nothing but be 
possessed of all things,” appears to be the most log- 
ical solution of that problem discoverable. That 
solution involves the entire abolition of ownership, 
and a brotherhood of man. A civilized brotherhood 
should logically involve colleotiv sovereignty, perfect 
social equality, and ecoperation by all for the mutual 
well-being of all. That should provide an abundance 
for all, and distribute abundantly to all. 

Such being the kind of an institution that should 
constitute the ' kingdom of God and its righteous- 
ness,” I think it should ba difficult to persuade intel- 
ligent and fair-minded psople that Christ taught in- 
difference to the well-being of man on this planet. 
The church having failed to “preach this gospel of 
the kingdom in all the earth, and to every creature 
for a testimony against them,” as is her special duty 
to do, I think it expedient that Freethinkers should 
do so, and make it the fundamental principle of our 
Infidelity. That should be more destructiv of the 
superstition, hypocrisy, and arrogance of priestornft 
` than the popular Infidel literature is capable of be- 
ing. J. A. TUTTLE. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

_ Ot 
Conditions and Ideas. 


My principal objection to all religions commences 
where they teach the existence of a God whose per- 
sonality is as real and as set apart to itself as that of 
any human being of to-day or of the past—a personal- 
ity as real as that of a living Napoleon Boraparte or 
of a Julius Cxsar—a God or a person whose “ hind 
parts” were seen by Moses. 

My next objection is to where it is taught, directly 
and by implication, that there is an eternal life beyond 
the grave for every man, woman, and child born on 
this earth. In other words, that our presently de- 
structible bodies of flesh and bone shall be after 
death bodies of a kind eternaily indestructible, and 
hence not subject to hunger nor thirst, not cold nor 
heat, but nevertheless the personality of each one of 
us shall be as marked then as it is now. 

One can conceive of the Pacific ocean being les- 
sened by drops, but it is not conceivable how any 
part of time, whether it be of an hour or a billion of 
years, can encroach upon eternal time. And on the 
same principle it is equally inconceivable how believ- 
ers in a life eternal for the personality of each and 
every man, woman, and child born on this earth can 
be wholeheartedly earnest in hastening a physical 


‘able body of flesh and bone. 


If we stop at that: 
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| millennium for the living—a time on this earth when 


beauty gnd health of body will be our common heri- 
tage, and work a pastime incited by love of the;liv- 
ing and unborn. 

What is a little thirty or forty years’ life on this 
earth compared with a life eternal in heaven? The 
thought of one is surely lost in the immensity of the 
other. To my mind there is no escaping these-con- 
clusions any more than that death-wounds will giv. 
us more concern than pin-seratches. A believer in 
the life eternal may weep and wail at witnessing the 
living suffer; but he is inevitably consoled by the 
thought that the suffering will scon be exchanged 
for an eternity of bliss and joy that shall be fully as 
personal as the suffering was personal in the perish- 
And right here is to 
be found his fatal weaknéss ag & political and social 
reformer. To be completely logical in holding such 
& belief, he must put mankind immeasurably beyond 
the physical laws recognizably applicable to animals, 
hence his eode of morality will be independent and 
outside of these known or natural laws. He must 
hold that a man’s immortal soul or essence does not 
originate with an earthly father and mother, or orig- 
inate in the sense that a man and woman of murder- 
ous and selfish instincts beget children with the 
same vicious instincts, just as the evil temper of a 
stallion and mare is repeated in their foal. Because 
it could be demonstrated that the most depraved 
men and women were to be found where subsistence 
was most uncertain and stinted. What need of 
stealing if we hav plenty ? EE 

Again, I object to teaching as a fact the existence 
of a personal God, because it is evil to teach as the 
truth something that cannot be plainly demonstrated 
as such, as is demanded for any other proposition 
before acceptance. . Next, because God as the creator 
of all things givs him a personality so immeasurably 
superior to that of all men that the inequality between 
a pampered millionaire and a starving tramp becomes 
a mere nothing in comparison and in this way is a 
wide entrance given, on one hand to deification of 
individuals—your Vanderbilta and Rothschilds, and 
your kings and queens—and, on the other hand, to 
the abasement of the vast majority of the living who 
know not where to-morrow's bread is to come from. 
Ideas do not conform to acts, but acts do certainly 
conform to ideas. To act cowardly we must first be 
made afraid. Hence the source and cause of in- 
equalities of condition between men must be sought 
in ideas or beliefs. In order that the truth shall 
prevail fear and selfishness must be eliminated from 
our minds. Self can only be held sacred to the ex- 
tent where doing otherwise would entail evil to others. 
That sacredness of self, in order to avoid entail- 
ing evil to others, would demand a physical resist- 
ance or resentment to the death. Electricity has, in 
a moral sense, 80 joined all the world that a shock at 
any part is a shock to the whole. Through its agency 
the earth is peopled as by one community. To in. 
sure the happiness of the whole, for as long as the 
earth is habitable no personal superiority must be 
recognized except the right of endeavor to contribute 
most to the material welfare and happiness of the 
living. It is beginning to be recognized that a cer- 
tain train of ideas or beliefs dispose men to be 
trembling slaves while other ideas or beliefs hav an 
opposit disposition. Hence the study of chemistry 
of ideas and beliefs is of far more importance than 
the study of chemistry of matter. It will then be 
demonstrated that the ancient Romans were wise 
beyond their times in estimating valor or physical 
courage as the greatest of virtues. There can be no 
one more practically fitted to enjoy life than one that 
holds physical danger in contempt to the very death. 
Such a person can sleep as sweetly as a babe, though 
snakes hiss and lions roar round about. Whatever 
such a person undertakes, we can be sure there will 
be no determent through fear of consequences to 
self. At the same time, such a condition of mind is 
safer for self than what is called “faith,” because 
* faith " ia dependent and hence may be disturbed or 
destroyed and leave iis subject limp as a wet rag. 
Fear is paralyzing to mind and body, while bravery 
leaves you free to exercise your best powers in attack 
or defense. 'To the extent that death or danger is 
feared to that extent will the happiness of an intelli- 
gent man or woman be subject to disturbance. In 
fact, fear of any kind may be called an unmixed evil 
—where it prevails there will also prevail falsehood 
and treachery. Truth and fear cannot breathe the 
same air. Oowardice is the form of selfish- 
ness held the most in contempt; because it is 
liable to work more injury to others, in affairs of 
great moment, than any other form of selfishness. 
Through bravery alone can cne retain full command 
of self. Literally, courage is life, while fear is death. 

Men and women hav been known to die through 
no other cause than the feeling of fear, but it is not 
possible to imagin anyone dying through the feeling 
of courage. Yet, to gratify a pitiful vanity, many 
men continue, more or less directly, to encourage the 
feeling of fear in their women. It is now held that 
control by love, of the dumb brutes, even horses, 
dogs, ete., givs uniformly more satisfactory results 
than control by force or fear. Then, with their 
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Superior intelligence, mankind should also be more 
satisfactorily directed by love and be relieved from 
the immense waste involved in their control by fear 
or force, the latter sysiem practically consuming one- 
half of the world as a police to the other half, as wit- 
ness to-day the world over. It is the ideal that is 
true and everlasting and the “practical” that is fleeting 
and false, and to temporize with the truth and not ' 
to expect a moral death is as wise as to inject a drop 
of leprous blood into the veins of a healthy body and 
not to expect the whole bedy to become diseased. 
Truth supreme is perfect happiness to all the chil. 
dren of men, not as phantoms or impalpable shadows, 
but ixt their substantial bodies of flesh and bone, and 
we ean only be sure of advancing to this condition 
when we are as sure of everyone telling the truth as 
we are sure of dying. Truth supreme stands to man- 
kind as the sun to the vegetable kingdom. No lesser 
light will do for men. Under the present rule of 
force or fear truth is necessarily stabbed to death. 
Where everyone's subsistence is threatened, no one 
can be uniformly and consciously happy, a million- 
aire no more than & pauper, except by increasing deg- 
radation of mind and body, until the former be- 
comes à Nero in cruelty and selfish waste, and the 
latter as meekly content to recetve a kick or crust of 
bread as any unclaimed dog. Thus “the concern of 
one is the concern of all” becomes an apt expression 
of a great moral law, any violation of which evilly 
affects mankind as pervadingly and in degree asa 
body of water is pervadingly affected by disturbance 
at any pari of it. The evil effects of the violation of 
a physical law, such as arise from the cutting of one's 
finger, are isolated and short-lived. It is fortunate 
that mankind has, as the Rev. R. Heber Newton ssys 
in the Twentieth Century, “one common perception 
of the mystic law of sacrifice.” When dumb brutes 
giv up their lives to shield their young, we see in 
its crude and immediate form the operation of the 
mystic law of self-sacrifice. In the lives and works 
of Karl Marx, Darwin, Felix Oswald, Edison, and 
George Eliot, and numberless others, we see its op- 
eration in its human or far-reaching form. They sre 
victors while, in bitterness of heart, the Jay Goulds 
or millionaires will find they are victims in spite of 
their sentinel-guarded mausoleums. 

The ancient kings of Egypt built their colossal 
pyramids, but what of them and their people to-day ? 
The'memory of the former is buried in exeeration, 
and of the latter there is, conjecturally, a miserably 
besotted ramnant. And yet these old kings, in 
their day, were worshiped as gods, in fact and in 
person, just as if we modern Christians should wor- 
ship and erect temples or churches to ihe present 
emperor of Germany, because all Christendom hed 
recognized in him the second incarnation of Jesus 
Christ or God. In these modern times, deification 
of individuals or self is going on through the prev- 
alence of such ideas as are expressed in such terms ss 
“vested rights." -Our kings, in name and title, are 
mere puppets when compared with the real and far- 
reaching power of the many-times-millionaires like 
the Vanderbilts and Rothschilds. Itisnot good that 
such power should be permitted to the few over the 
many, or to continue such ideas and conditions as 
make it possible for one man to effect or disturb the 


subsistence of another. 


In dealing with the problem of life, the most we 
can expect is to be able, finally, to avoid mistaking 
effects for causes or, in other words, avoid “ putting 
the cart before the horse.” If we find that certain 
ideas or beliefs, such as the belief in immortality or 
in personal Gods, hav been invariably attended or 
followed by conditions of ignorance, servility, or 
physical misery to the majority of their votaries, we 
can safely conclude that the cause is to be found in 
said ideas or beliefs, and hence, judged by their 
fruit, they are false. “Do unto oihers as you would 
others should do unto you," or “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself,” express ideas that probably were im- 
proving in an age of brute force, a time when no one 
had a conscious perception of the mystic law of seli- 
sacrifice. The ideas involved in such standards do 
not demand or incite to acts of heroism or self-sacr:fice 
any more than the ideas involved in “an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth " do. “Love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself " would never bav calied Leonidas and 
his three hundred to the pass of Thermopylæ, nor led 
Bruno to the stake. 

But the ideas involved in “ Love thy neighbor bet- 
ter than thyself,” do demand and incite to acts of 
heroism or self-sacrifice, and hence are & conscious 
expression and recognition of “the mystic law of 
self-sacrifice.” While, to illustrate an unconscious 
expression of said “mystic law,” I will quote from 
one of Charlotte M. Braeme's novels, wh8re she 
makes the heroin, Lillith Grayton, say, “I love him 
in the highest and best sense of the word. I would 
giv my life to make him happy. He will be happy 
with you, he never would with me, so I do my best 
to win back your love for him. I love him ten thou- 
sand times better than I love myself.” This law 
knows no sex, and yet in “marrying for love," ss it 
is termed, the majority of men are merely in the act 
of bending to its mystic influence, snd as uncon- 
seiously as a hen when she confronts a hawk in 


116 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 22, 18980. 


defense cf her brood. And I do not doubt that 
many of our noblest women hav been branded as 
criminals when in truth they were only unusually 
obedient to the mystic law of self-sacrifice. Because 
where it takes hold danger and threatening death 
merely add to its intoxicating force. To suggest 
thought of or calculation for self at auch periods in 
one’s life would be laughed to scorn. 

Self must die that others may liv. * Self" is one; 
* others" are the unnumbered millions. A personal 
God is “selfishness” in its most acute form and 
hence the very nature of a belief in such is to en- 
courage “selfishness” between men. Besides, any 
affirmation not susceptible of being scientifically 
demonstrated but to which universal assent is held 
to be paramount will, soon or later, be compelled to 
resort to fear or brute force or be jealous and ob- 
structiv to science or material progress, and to this 
position the Christian religion has immovably and 
irrevocably betaken itself; hence, again, I object. 
When we consider that truth or knowledge is mostly 
acquired by slow and painful experience, it is evident 
that no vast accumulation of truth or knowledge can 
be fuliy utilized by the living until men and women 
speak the truth as universally and as irresistibly as 
they breathe. Preceded by such men and women 
we could safely eat where they had labeled, “ Food,” 
and we, in our turn, could then be free to contribute 
something additional for those that follow on the 
heels of our lives, and thus pay our debt to the past. 
Started on such a road, there is no conceiving to 


what extent, knowledge would reach in the course of 


a thousand years, and from this standpoint, “ speak- 

ing the truth” “for truth’s own sake" becomes im- 

mensely “practical.” Gro. T. Bonpies, 
Forney, Tex., July 19, 1889. 


—e 
Victor E. Lennstrand and Capt. Otto Thomson, 


It is & fact worth remembering that the plurality 
of the foremost Freethinkers of both Europe snd 
America are individuals who received, during chiid- 
hood ai least, a strict religious education, and who 
later in life through &n examination of the Bible and 
a comparison of its teachings with those found in 
modern scientific works found themselvs drifting 
further and further away from the religion of “ believe 
or be damned.” Yet we need not be surprised. 
An impartial research will, to the seekers for truth, 
reveal the fact that science teaches the highest 
truths which the human mind at the time being can 
conceive of, that her path is the path of peace illu- 
minated by the torch of reason, while that of Chris- 
tianity is one of cruelties, wars, and bloodshed, over 
which the fire from thousands of Autos da Fé throws 
its cruel light and which is lined with the bleached 
bones of millions of victims. 

But the battle is severe. Who can measure the 
throbbing pain, the mental anguish, which are ex- 
perienced, when men are by their own inner self com- 
pelled to admit that what they deemed eternal truth 
is but asham, and when they see sinking into the 
dust that mighty building which they believed would 
remain even when the Andes had disappeared into 
the Pacific ocean? 

A will and a love for truth harder and purer than 
even & diamond are necessary. Yet when victory 
once is gained, what are the joys of a Christian 
_ heaven when compared to the peace and self-satisfac- 
tion of the individual victor? No heavenly choir can 
utter words grander and more sublime than the ones 
spoken by thankful future generations, when they 
are standing at the last resting-place of a martyr for 
truth, saying, “Here lies a friend, a benefactor of 
mankind !" 

TaurH Srxexer readers hav been informed of 
the war waged bya bigoted government sgainst a 
little band of heroic Swedish Freethinkers, headed 
by Messrs. V. Lennstrand and Capt. O. Thomson. 
One might suppose such disgraceful persecutions to 
hav taken place in priest-ridden Spain, but never in 
the fatherland of the great Lindus, yet the latter is 
the case, and coming generations as well as every 
living Liberal man and woman will and do scornfully 
point their finger at the Sweden of the latter part of 
: the nineteenth century; its authorities will be long 
remembered, but with feelings similar to those that 
the Catholic inhabitants of Netherlands regarded 
Sonoy. 

Foremost among the Swedish Freethinkers stands 
Victor E. Lennstrand. This youthful martyr was 
born at G.fle, Jan. 30, 1861. Both of his parents, 
but especially his mother, who now is dead, were ex- 
tremely religious. The intensity of Mrs. Lennstrand's 
religious feeling can best be comprehended when we 
know that she, previous to the birth of young Lenn- 
strand, in a formally drawn “bill of sale,” sold the 
latter “for the present time and all eternity to Jesus 
Ohrist to be his individual property and to be done 
with as he deemed best." As witnesses to this 
curious sale she calls in “ God the father, creator of 
heaven and earth,” the Holy Ghost, heaven’s joyous 
inhabitants and hell’s unfortunate spirits. 

The childhood of V. Lennstrand was happy; his 
mother, “the best and most noble woman " he ever 
knew, did all in her power to make the home pleas- 


ant, and when on three differeat cccasions he, during 
his early childhood, was seriously ill—once a measure 
of his coffin was taken—a more competent and loving 
nurse than my friend’s mother could not be found. 
Night after night she sat at the bedside of her child, 
watching and praying, and at last he began to recover, 
as she used to say, “through the special dispensa- 
tion and mercy of God.” 

After a few years of mebtal anguish, of sleepless 
nights and dark days. brought about by the uncer- 
tainty of salvation and fear of eternity, Victor Lenn- 
strand gained, at an age of fourteen years, “peace 
in God.” Full of youthful confidence and ambition 
he resolved to devote the rest of his life to the serv- 
ice of God by going as missionary to Africa. But, 
on being told that he was too young and ought to 
take the student’s examination at the university be- 
fore entering the foreign missionary field, he turned 
his attention to home missions, organized a Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and became teacher in 
several Sunday. schools. 

Until the year 1881, Lennstrand was a true Chris- 
tian; he believed ail, considered doubt a sin, par- 
took in religious revivals, and spoke on several ocea- 
sions in chapels and at prayer-meetings ; but in 1881, 
the year he passed his student examination, he began 
to think. His reason called for proofs, he sought 
rational foundation for his belief, and resolved not 
to become either missionary or minister before 
every doubt had vanished—every question been an- 
swered. To arrive at this result he entered the 
University of Upsala as & student of theology, but 
here he became acquainted with the writings of Dar- 
win, Spencer, Stuart Mill, Feuerbach, Haeckel, and 
others, the consequence of which, after several years 
of mental anguish, was, that he, in 1886, became an 
out and out Atheist. 

The 25th of September, 1887, isa memorable day in 
the history of Freethought in Sweden. Then, on that 
day, in the great hall of Upsala University, Victor 
E. Lennstrand delivered his first lecture, “Is Ohris- 
tianity a Religion for Our Time?" The hall was 
crowded with students, and the applause both strong 
and frequent. The next day the police authorities 
prohibited a continuation of the lecture, and Lenn- 
strand was called by the university faculty to answer 
to the charge of heresy brought against him. By 
sending in his resignation he anticipated the public 
dismissal from the university ; his name was erased 
from the books, and he went to Stockholm, where 
he, during the fall of 1887 and the spring of 1888, 
delivered weekly lectures in which he attacked Ohris- 
tianity and the state church. The outcome of these 
lectures appeared on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1888, 
when the Utiliska Samfund was organized, with a 
membership of one hundred and eight individuals. 
During the succeeding summer and fali Lennstrand 
traveled through Sweden delivering lectures in vari- 
ous cities, an activity to which the bigoted autbor- 
ities put a stop when they, on December 1, 1888, 
sentenced ‘him to three months’ imprisonment for 
blasphemy. Having served this sentence out, he 
continued his lecturing tour and was, in the time 
from March 1 to Oct. 28, 1889, seven times in- 
dicted for the same “crime,” that of expressing his 
honest convictions. He is now serving a sentence of 
one year’s imprisonment, but two judgments, for 
which he expects an additional year or two, are yet 
to come. 

The lecture for which he is imprisoned now is 
published and sold in bookstores all over the coun- 
try. The government dare not suppress or confis- 
cate it. There cases touching “press laws” are 
judged by a jury, which it is feared will, as it has 
done on every previous occasion, declare Lennstrand 


CAPTAIN OTTO THOMSON. 
“not guilty,” while public lectures are judged by the 
permanent courts. 

In his prison Lennstrand reads whatever books he 
pleases, edits Fritänkaren, receives and answers let- 
ters, and is (what a mercy!) allowed to converse with 
friends every Sunday for a time of ten—minutes. 
Thanks to the liberality of friends, he is not con- 
demned to sustain life on badly baked rye bread or 
water gruel, but receives his meals from the city. 

The present outlook for our friend and brother in 
Infidelity is rather dark, yet, to quote his own words, 
in a letter to the author of this article, “ Although 
our powerful antagonists, the masters of the state, 
do hope to annihilate our movement and crush out 
our spirit, yet they shell not succeed. Then we will 
sacrifice all that truth may gain her liberty.” 

In the person of Captain Otto Thomson, born in 
Stockholm Jan. 3, 1883, we meet with a totally differ- 
ent character. The captain is preéminently what we 
Americans call a “self-made man,” and this in the 
best sense of the term. His parents were poor and 
the times hard, hence we see the young Otto Thom- 
son, at the age of sixteen years, enter upon the voca- 
tion of a sailor and undertake a seventeen months’ 
voyage, at the close of which he, in May, 1851, passed 
ihe steersman's examination with JecAaractier at 
Stockholm's navigation school Anew he took to 
the waves and sailed as steersman until the spring of 
1857, when he presented himself as candidate for the 
degree of sea captain, and passed his nautical exami- 
nation with honcre. 

Again the sea called him, and he, following her 
invitation, devoted two more years to commercial 
service, when he, in June, 1859, received a letter 
from home informing him of bis father's sickness. 
He hastened to follow the summons, but arrived too 
late. The day before his reaching home his father 
had been carried to his last resting-place, leaving 
Captain Thomson to provide for a heart-broken 
mother and four children. The year following, when 
he intended to go to sea, he was fortunate enough to 
be offered a position as foreman in the Eskilstuna 
gas works, a place which he held for fourteen years, 
until the works passed into other hande. During 
this time the captain married and became a father. 
His family life wes singularly happy for some years, 
but during second childbed his wife’s mind became 
unsettled and she hed to be removed to a hospital. 
After a short stay she was pronounced cured and 
returned home, but soon after suffered a relapse and 
began to look with aversion on her husband and 
child. This feeling became at last so intense that 
she had to be removed to the asylum. For Oaptain 
Thomson, who loved his wife dearly, it was the dark- 
est period in life. Already, when u mere youth, the 
captain had become somewhat skeptical, a feeling 
which abated not when he, a few years later, read 
Bichner’s excellent work, * Force and Matter.” But 
force of circumstances, and the conviction that to 
carry on a successful war against superstition there 
was wanted a man who had made the subject of Chris- 
tianity a special study, prevented him from taking 
the warpath. 

But at last the hour came. The appearance of 
Victor Lennstrand, his lectures delivered in Eskil- 
stuna during the fall of 1888, stirred up the mind of 
Captain Thomson to its very depths; then, as he 
himself says, “I felt, I had again something to liv 
and work for, and with the force and fire of youth I 
identified and connected myself with him and his 
cause.” 

Now the captain is the stanchest supporter that 
the Swedish Freethought movement can boast of; 
and his knowledge of men and events, acquired 
through a long and stormy life, his practical eye for 
business, makes him especially well fitted for his 
present position, that of organizer and business 
manager of Freethought in Sweden. 
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But the battle to be fought is severe and funds 
are scarce, while the enemy is strong both numeri- 
cally and financially. Yet truth was never killed ; she 
has a vitality of her own; even when burnt at the 
stake she, like a new bird phenix, rises from her 
ashes, stronger and more beautiful than ever. And 
when a new generation inhabits this earth, when the 
names ‘of the prosecutors are either forgotten or 
remembered only as belonging to enemies of truth, 
then deep in the heart of the people and in the an- 
nals of liberty will be found the names of the Swed- 
ish Freethought pioneers, Victor E. Liennstrand and 
Capt. Otto Thomson. G. N. 

forestport, N. Y. 


_ tO 


Chaplain, Freethinker, and Philanthropist. 
From the Boston Herald, 

Once a careless Greek boy, at work in the fig 
fields of Smyrna, or at play in the arid streets of 
Malta, at another time almost called an adventurer 
in acting out the phases of his romantic life, and 
again one of America’s most noted Abolitionists, and 
the father of the act that forever stopped the dis- 
graceful flogging of seamen in the American navy, 
Photius Kavasales, the Greek, Photius Fisk the 
American. For thirty years a chaplain in the United 
States navy, yet since 1860 one of the foremost Fres- 
thinkers of the age, starting in life two thirds of a 
century ago, he diea leaving enormous wealth to 
Boston's poor after having distributed several fort- 
unes among them. His life has been a succession 
of contrasts such as few men's lives present. The 
contemporary of Garrison and Phillips, the esteemed 
friend of John Quincy Adams, once president of the 
country, and of Abraham. Lincoln; an intimate com- 
panion of John Brown of Harper’s Ferry notoriety, 
and latterly the favored guest of Otto, king of 
Greece, the orbit of the social system of the subject 
of this sketch touches almost every decade of this 
century, and the most exciting and interesting feat- 
ures of this country’s history during the present age 
are interlaced in the webwork of this man’s romantic 
career. 

Photius Fisk, whose ancestral name was Kavasales, 
died at his home on Washington street last Friday 
morning aged about eighty-three years. He was a 
full-blooded Gresk, and was born in one of the 
islands of the Grecian archipelago, either in 1807 or 
1808. He was removed in infancy to Smyrna, in 
Asia Minor, where his father was employed as an 
accountant in a mercantil house, and the Greek boy 
labored in the fig gathering and fig-drying industry. 
In 1814, during a pestilence, he lost the father and 
mother who loved him dearly, and was deprived of 
the companionship of two brothers and two sisters. 
Himself infected with the plague, he found refuge in 
a Grecian hospital, where he was cared for by tke 
people of his nation. An elder brother, Athanasius, 
residing at Malta, and an uncle were his only relativa. 

His uncle, desiring to giv him the benefit of as 
much education as eould be had, sent him to the 
only school of note at Malia, which was a Jesuit col- 
lege, although the boy belonged to the Greek 
church. The Rev. Pliny Fisk, an American mission- 
ary, found young Photius at Malta and became 
deeply interested in him. He sought his family and 
persuaded them to let him tske the boy to America 
under the patronage of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions to be educated. Young Photius is found after 
a wiile at the school at Cornwall, and then for two 
years at the Hopkins Academy at New Haven, Conn. 
From the latter place he went to Amherst, but failed 
to complete his term, and he was sent back to 
Greece by the Bonrd of Missions, leaving this coun- 
try on the brig Statesman, Captain Bates, bound for 
the Mediterranean with a cargo of provisions for the 
starving Greeks, thousands of whom, at the close of 
their long and desperate struggle for Greek inde- 
pendence, were lefi destitute of even the necessaries 
of life. Photius landed at Malta a few weeks before 
the fierce and decisiv battle of Navarino, which gave 
a spectacular ending to the Greek revolution in 1827. 
After a series of adventures, in which the young Hel- 
lene suffered many privations, and at times hesitated 
between accepting commissions under Russian au- 
thority to oppress people of his own classic land and 
going forth an adventurer over the earth without 
any special destiny, he, having tasted of American 
independence, resolved to return to the United 
States. 

From Smyrna he sailed for New York in a French 
brig and paid for his fare the Jast dollars that he 
possessed in the world, which he had borrowed from 
a Russian officer. The vessel encountered a series 

of severe gales, and the captain had to throw over- 
board a part of the cargo. She was freighted with 
figs and raisins. The voyage across the Atlantic had 
been so rough and disastrous that the brig put in at 
Martinique island, cne of the West Indies, the bal- 
ance of the cargo was discharged, and the captain 
decided to head toward South America, instead of 
continuing to New York. She was onlv a tramp 
vessel, and was off, leaving Photius at Martinique, 
before he could look for any redress. While waiting 
at this port for an opportunity to resume his jour- 


ney to New York he was brought in contact with 
chattel slavery. This was a new experience to him, 
although in childhood he had heard the horrors of 
the Turkish system so often and so forcibly re- 
counted that the most intense hatred of even the 
term slavery had become ingrained in his mental and 
morai being. When he did start for New York he 
stopped en route at Wilmington, where he saw the 
practical operations of the American system of 
slavery, which appeared to him worse even than it 
did at Martinique. At Wilmington he saw men aud 
women unloading vessels at the wharves under the 
terror of the lash. His pity and his indignation 
were awakened by the wrongs inflicted by the strong 
upon the weak, and, he declared in his own mind an 
uncompromising warfare against the whole system 
of slavery, and against the use of the Jash upon hu- 
man beings. 

On arriving in New York he secured a place in a 
drug-store through the aid of the Rev. Girard Hal- 
leck, and while attending revival meetings he became 
imbued with a desire to study for the ministry. 
Willing hands took him in charge, and he was ad- 
mitted in 1828 into the full fellowship of the Con- 
gregational church, and began to prepare himself 
for the pulpit. He afterward graduated at Auburn, 
N. Y., Theological Seminary, and wss ordained at 
Halifax, Vi. He had charge of the Halifax church 
for a brief period, but he could not stand the intense 
cold of the Green Mountain state, and looked for 
pastures in a more congenial clime. In 1840 he 
went to Washington to preach, and there met ex- 
President John Quincy Adams. then a member of 
Congress, whom he had met in Boston in 1823, after 
his first srrival in this country, who had been a de- 
voted friend to him from that time. The ex 
president took an activ interest in having Photius 
made a chaplain of the navy, and through his solici- 
tations President Harrison, the grandsire of the 
prasent chief executiv, nominated him for the place, 
and the nomination was confirmed. At this time 
the newly made chaplain had a petition before Con- 
gress for a change of name from that of Kavasales 
to Fisk, the name of his first patron and foster- 
father. The petition was granted by Congress, and 
the president approved it. 

In due time Chaplain Fisk was assigned to duty 
on board the frigate Columbia, which was commis- 
sioned for a three years’ cruise, under command of 
Capt. Edward R. Shubrick. The vessel sailed from 
New York July 22,1842. The captain was an owner 
of slave property, and nearly all the officers on bosrd 
were from slaveholding states, and, save the chaplain, 
8l] on the frigate were supporters of the slaveholding 
system. Chaplain Fisk openly denied the right of 
ownership in men, and became unpopular among his 
fellows aboard ship. Another practice that aroused 
his pity and his indignation was the flogging of the 
marines and sailors. His tender sensibilities were 
often shocked by the undue severity of the punish- 
ment inflicted upon the enlisted men for trivial as 
wel] as serious offenses. It was of frequent occur- 


rence for offenders to be stripped to the waist, securely | - 


bound to the gangway, with arms extended, and their 
backs lacerated with the nine-lash whip termed cat- 
o’-nine-tails. On his return to Washington after the 
three years’ cruise he laid the whole matter of this 
system of punishment in the navy before President 
John Quincy Adams, Joshua R. Giddings, Henry 
Clay, and other influential members of Congress. 
A bill to abolish flogging was the result of his labors, 
but the measure was defeated in successiv sessions. 
Chaplain Fisk continued his fight for it, while all 
other officers of the navy of that day fought against 
the passage of the measure. Photius led the agita- 
tion against flogging and for the measure in press, 
pulpit, and on the platform. The negativ majority 
grew less conspicuous in each successiv year, until 
finally, near the close of the session in 1850. after 
four years’ work, the long contested bill passed both 
houses in Congress in the form of a rider to an ap- 
propriation bill, which was approved by the president, 
and go became a law, abolishing the disgraceful cus- 
tom. The following is a copy of the act: 

For the transportation of the United States mails between 


New York and New Orleans, Havana and Chagres, and be- 
tween Panama and some points in the territory of Oregon, 


‘$874,600. Provided: That no payment shall be made for 


such service, except in proportion to the mail service hereto- 
fore performed, or that may be hereafter performed; and 
that the secretary of the navy is hereby directed to make 
payments in such proportions only. Provided: That flog- 
ging in the navy and on board vessels of commerce be, and 
the same is, hereby abolished from and after the passage of 
this act. 

Chaplain Photius Fisk afterward sailed on a three 
years cruise on the United States frigate Raritan, 
and brought to Washington many botanic treasures, 
including the bulb of the wonderful oncidium papi- 
lio, which he presented to Superintendent Breckin- 
bridge of the Government Conservatory. His next 
duty was at Pensacola, where, on aceount of his 
Abolitionism, he was held in great disfavor, and was 
not only socially ostracized, but was subjected to 
personal indignities on the street. He often con- 
templated the resignation of his office, but Congress- 
men Giddings and Charles Sumner, with whom he 


held friendly correspondence, counseled him to 
retain his commission, and wait patiently for the end 
of his shore duty. 

In 1858 he was ordered to Washington and then 
to Boston, where he remained stationed two years 
at the Charlestown navy yard. Here he became in- 
timately associated with Lloyd Garrison, Wendell 
Phillips, Theodore Weld, Parker Pillsbury, and other 
Antislavery agitators. At this time he began the 
deap study of the works of Paine, Voltaire, Volney, 
Robert Taylor, and other noted authors of their 
class, confirming views which he had already formu- 
lated. to himself. From this time he became one of 
the foremost Freethinkers cf the country, and 
around his table gathered all the noted Freetbinkers 
of his day. In May, 1859, John Brown was in Bos- 
ton making secret preparations for his descent on 
Harper's Ferry. Chaplain Fisk became his intimate 
friend, and aided Brown with encouraging advice and 
with funds to strike his blow for the liberty of the 
colored race. l 

On the breaking out of the Rebellion Fisk was 
ordered to report for sea duty aboard the Powhatan, 
but his religious views had undergone a radical 
ehange. He resolved to resign, but Garrison and 
Phillips argued that as he would soon be long enough 
in service to be retired with a pension, he should 
hold on to his commission. He did so, and they 
appealed to President Lincoln in his behalf. Lincoln 
gave him a leave of absence, “during pleasure," with 
leave of absence pay, and in 1868 he was retired with 
the rank of captain. He made Boston his home 
until 1868, and then removed to Franklin, Mass., 
where he purchased a farm of thirty-six acres. His 
hospitable doors were opened to all, without distine- 
tion of race, color, or previous conditions. He 
had a large orchard of spples, peaches, and berries ; 
the fruit he carefully packed and gave to charitable 
institutions. He sllowed the poor of Frenklin to 
take wood from his grounds, but sfter two years he 
gave up farming and returned to Boston and resided 
at the Adams House, and in later years he bad lived 
at various boarding-houses in a modest manner, giv- 
ing his wealth to the needy and distressed. The 
money he received sll ihe years he was in the service 
&nd during the many years that he had been pen- 
sioned he invested in very profitable securities. He 
hed given away during his period of residence ab 
Boston $50,000. His favorit manner of giving 
money was to place deserving individuals on his 
books and allow them $10 per month. Many anec- 
dotes of his generosity are told. Once, reading of a 
‘rescue of two men in a boat at sea, he immediately 
awarded $100 to the rescuers. 

Deceased has left a great fortune, the extent of 
which cannot yet be told, and has bequeathed it to 
the deserving poor of Boston. It is to be invested 
and the income used. 


Ix the disastrous epoch at which we are now 
arrived, we shall see the human mind rapidly descend- 
ing from tke hight to which it had raised iteelf. 
Everywhere was corruption, cruelty, aud per- 
fidy. Theological reveries, superstitions, de- 
lusions, are become the sole genius of man, religious 
intolerance his only morality; and Europe, crushed 
between sacerdotal tyranny and military despotism, 
awaits in blood and in tears the moment when the re- 
vival of light shal] restore it to liberty, to humanity, 
and to virtue. The priest held human learn- 
ing in contempt. Fanatic armies laid wsste 
the provinces. Execuiioners, under the guidance of 
legates and priests, put to death those whom the sol- 
diers had spared. A tribunal of monks was estab- 
lished, with power of condemning to the stake who- 
ever should be suspected of making use of bis reason. 
i All sects, all governments, every species of 
authority, inimical as they were to each other in every 
point else, seemed to be of accord in granting no 
quarter tothe exercise of reason. . . . Meanwhile 
education, being everywhere subjected [to the clergy ], 
had corrupted every where the general understanding, 
by clogging the reason of children wits the weight of 
the religious prejudices of their ccuntry. . . In 
the eighth century an ignorant pope had persecuted 
a deacon for contending that the earth wes round, in . 
opposition to the opinion of the rhetoricel Saint Aus- 
tin. In the fifteenth, the ignorance of another pope, 
much more inexcueable, delivered Galileo into the 
hands of the Inquisition, accused of having proved 
the diurnal and annual motion of the earth. The 
greatest genius that modern Italy has given to the sei- 
ences, overwhelmed with sge and infirmities, was 
obliged to purchase hie release from punishment and 
from prison, by asking pardon of God for having 
taught men better to understand his works.— Con- 


dorcet. 
n i i 


We hav a sort of family history of our god—so 
hav the Tahitians of theirs—and some old poet's 
grand imsgination is imposed on us as adamantine 
everlasting truth and God's own word.— Thoreau. 

—_—— Oo 

Tux lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th 
street, on Friday evening, February 21st, will be on “ The 

| Chinese Question,” by Dr. Huldah T. Gunn. 


` eash for his little span, then laid it down. 
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Thoughts on Life. 


Why am Í living? What is my life? 
comes it? Wiither goes it? 

A century ago I had no being. The world was 
moving on as it had moved on through countless 
ages, a8 ib is moving on to-day. Myriads of human 
beings such ag I am now inhabited this globe. They 
had thoughts and desires, sorrows and joys, pains 
and pleasures, such as I hay. They hav gone, passed 
away, out of sight, oul of knowledge, out of memory. 
Such as they were, iam. Such as they sre, I soon 
shall be. The life I hav was theirs. They held it 
Yet a Jit- 


Whence 


tis while and I shall resign it too. 

The living die, but life ceases not. They are many. 
It is one. There is a death, a passing away from 
life, one living being less, but life is not diminished. 
There is a birth, an entrance into life, one living 
being more, but life is not increased. It cannot be 
lengthened, cannot be shortened, for it is eternal. 
There is no spot in ail this vast universe where it is 
not, for it is omnipresent. 

Why am I living? I liv in common with all 
nature, because I am. I exist in life, and life is me. 
I liv, not for myself alone, for then ii were better I 
hsd never been. My life is not a urit, cast adrift 
upon the tide of events, to be swallowed up by the 
waves of adversity or gently floated upon the smooth 
waters of prosperity merely for my individual good 
or evil. The same life which animates me has ani- 
mated, and will forever animate, all nature through- 
out unbounded space. I eall it mine, bub it is not 
mine. One day I began io liv, but life had no begin- 
ning. Very shortly I shall cease to liv, but life will 
never end. Í am living because I am the form in 
which this omnipresent and eternal life embodies 
itself on this spot within space at this instant of 
time. 


What is my life? The same life which has ever 


| animated at one time and placa one organism, sb 


another time and place another. It acts upon the 
perfectly organized brain and form, producing the 
sound mind in the sound body. Again, it acts upon 
the diseased frame and the demoralized intellect, and 
Sickness and crime result. But it is the same life, 
although it produces good or evil according to the 
properties and construction of the matter it operates 
upon. It is not the breath of & God, separated from 
its source and shut up within a tenement of clay. It 
is the all-pervading origin of form and order, which 
by its touch organizes matter, and compels it to act 
according to the character of the organization it has 
itself accomplished. It is the universal principle, 
which, working countless changes by all possibie 
combinations of material objeote, is itself unchange- 
able. Not perhaps itself intelligent, but the source 
of all intelligence in nature. Not conscious, so far 
as we know, of its own existence, but the cause of 
consciousness in all that are conscious. I is a prin- 
ciple as yet unknown to us, but not therefore neces- 
sarily undiscoverable by us, whose presence we 
can detect only by its influence upon matter suff- 
‘ciently gross to be perceptible to our senses. It is 
ever aud everywhere itself, though some call it life, 
some force, some nature, and others endow it with a 
pensonality and call it God. 

‘Whence comes life and whither goes it? It comes 
not, goes not, for through sternity and universality 
itis. The living proceed from the living, and they 
liv, for life isin them. "They die, but life does not 
depart. The conditions of their. organizations hav 
become changed and life manifests itself differently 
under the changed conditions. On earth, in water, 
and in air there is no place where life is not. For 
wherever we pursue the search we detect the pres- 
ence of the living. As we can only argue concerning 
the unknown from the known, it is reasonable to 
believe that in the thousands of worlds which appear 


. to us but as little specks of light—in the millions 


more beyond our vision—life is not absent. Given 
matter with conditions essential to some kind of life, 
and that kind of life is there. Change the condi- 
tions and life remains, though the manner of living 
may be vastly different. 

This is a grand, noble, elevating thought, beside 
which the exclusivness of a theology which imagins 
that for each msn, distinct from all else in nature, 
was created & special mortal life, in which to win or 
lose a special eternal life for himself, sinks into grov- 
eling selfishness, and appears, as it renily is, a system 
which, followed to its logical conclusion, can qualify 
its believers only for the cloister and the desert. I 
am in the world and of the world. My life is tho lifa 
of all nature exhibited in me—the life of heroes and 
philosophers, of fools and criminals. From the high- 
est to the lowest living being all are by equal right 
and necessity possessorB of this one grea’ principle. 
The living are all mortal and subject to many 
changes, but life is everlasting and immutable. And 
80, when my reason asks, “ Why do I liv?" ghe 
answers herself, “I liv because there is one great 
infinit, eternal life, which ever has been and ever will 
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be. The life of the wise and of the foolish, of the 
learned and of the ignorant, of the mighty and of 
the weak. The life of the human and of the so-called 
lower animal The life of the flower and of the 
weed. The life of all the living everywhere. And of 
this great, infinit, eternal life I am the here and the 
now.” E. J. Bowvett. 
Youngstown, O. 
tte 


About the Manual of Morals. 


The American Secular Union offers a premium of 
one thousand dollars for “the best essay, treatis, or 
manual, adapted to aid and assist teachers in educa- 
tional institutions, professing to be unséctarian, to 
thoroughly instruct children and youth in the purest 
principles of morality, without inculcating religious 
dostrins.” Commendable as this object in view, and 
the liberality of members of the Union, must neces- 
sarily appear to every person whose mind is nob eon- 
taminated by prejudices of a religious nature, we, 
nevertheless, feel ourselvs compelled to express our 
opinion that its success might be, if not altogether 
frustrated, yet considerably delayed on account of 
some indefinitness and ambiguity of the language of 
the circular inviting to the contest. We are so much 
more reluctant and loth to find any defects in this 
most laudable and exemplary undertaking, because 
it stands isolated amidst that surprising in- 
difference which has been characteristic of our country 
in regard to the development and stimulation of a 
true scientific spirit in it. Our people, namely, are 
exceedingly liberal, and they award thousands of 
dollars every year in prizes for cats, doge, hogs, and 
to champion walkers, to bicycle riders, and even to 
the man who treats his antagonist in a slugging 
match with a most effectiv snoozer and in a most 
approved manner. But, it seems, they hav no money, 
or do not want to spend it either in promoting 
original scientific researches, or for good text-books. 
In Europe, on the contrary, thousands of dollars are 
given away by government and scientific societies for 
prize monographs, essays, original researches of a 
purely scientific nature, and for the best school-books. 
But no prizes are ever offered, at least on the conti- 
nent of Europe, for boxing or for baseball playing. 
For these reasons, it was with unusual pleasure that 
we greeted the news about the offer of the American 
Secular Union, and looked upon this action as upon 
an inauguration of the scientific ere, as opposed to 
the mercantil spirit of the present days. 

In its invitation to the contest for an Agnostic 
Manual cf Morality, the Seeular Union leaves us in 
the dark as to whether Agnosticism is meant in its 
narrow sense, as merely rejecting the religious be- 
lief, or that it applies also to the scientific field, in 
the sense of its purity from prejudices and obscur- 
sutism. Science, namely, is apt to produce objection- 
able consequences the same as religion, if it is not 
purified from superstitions, servility, and the wor- 
shiping of spurious authorities. Without euch a 
purification it may-bring about very deplorable re- 
sults, particularly in such a delicate and entangled 
question as that of morality, which, while losing its 
transcendental foundation in religion, is bound to 
look for a basis elsewhera, and may obtain from the 
science such a shaky one that the whole structure 
would not be able to stand on it for a moment. 
The uncertainty of the language used by the Secu- 
lar Union, is most striking in the following para- 
graph: 

It is desired that the manual, for which this premium is 
offered, shall not be a reading book for schools, nor a mere 
code cf morals, much legs a system of ethical philosophy, 
but rather a concise, yet comprehensiv and suggestiv ex- 
hibit, with familiar and practical illustrations, of those 
universal foundation principles and axiomatic truths which 
underlie al] sound morality and rightfulness, thus developing 
and educating that inherent moral sense which is more or 
less common to al! rational human beings. In short, to show 
how to teach children the natural and essentiai difference be- 
tween right and wrong, and the reasons therefor, without 
reference to sacerdota! creeds and sectarian dogmas, is the 
chief object to be kept in mind in writing for this premium. 


The principal points at issue are: 1. Shall the 
manual adopt the unscientific hypothesis of a separate 
soul, existing per se, and, under certain aspects, com- 
pletely independent of the body? Those who may 
think that it is a question of psychology and not of 
morals, and that therefore it can be easily avoided, 
will soon change their mind about it if they try to 
write upon ethics. This or that hypothesis will, 
against their wish, transpire through the wording of 
every sentence. The author will find himself under 
the necessity of speaking about some sort of imma- 
terial entity underlying moral actions, their righteous- 
ness Or viciousness. From history we learn that an 
independent soul was unknown to the fathers of the 
Christian religion during its early period and that it 
was invented later by them in order to bridge in 
some way over the chasm separating their transeen- 
dental deity from the concrete matter shaped into 
human beings. Subsequently it was adopted by all 
scientific flunkies, who took much better care of their 
body than of their hypothetical soul, and to whom 
their profession continued to be rather a means of 
making a comfortable living than a way of discover- 
ing truth. Even in our days this groundless as- 


sumption is rejected only by those who are true 
Agnostics in science as Well as in religion. 

The second point has reference to the moral sense 
of which the Secular Union speaks in the above- 
quoted passage. That moral sense is again an in- 
vention of a religious origin. It was, namely, con- 
ceived as a kind of appendage attached to the soul 
by the creator for the sake of helping man to dis- 
tinguish right from wrong in a manner analogous to 
the instinct of animals which enables them to dis- 
tinguish suitable from unsuitable food. Kant, whose 
principal object was to rcóstablish faith in a super- 
natural God undermined by the critical spirit of the 
age and by the works of Encyclopedists, substituted 
for the moral sense his categorical imperativ, for 
which, though, he failed to find any rational founda- 
tion. This was the reason that his innovation was 
rejected, and the “ moral sense,” in the above indicated 
meaning, continues to be recognized by all those 
who stick to the soul hypothesis. By alluding to 
the moral sense, the Secular Union leads us to suppose 
that the soul hypothesis is not rejected by it. It is 
true that moral sense may be understood differently, 
and the unhappy term retained after it has been 
placed on a rational basis: But then, it would be 
desirable to hav this point established with sufficient 
clearness so as not to deter from competition those 
who, by their radical views, may believe themselvs 
already excluded by the above allusion of the pro- 

ram. 

à There is a third point, although of a different 
nature from the former, which I do not feel inclined 
to pass by without mentioning. It is relativ to the 
character of the whole work. If itis going to bea 
manual of morals for teachers, it must not be a di- 
dactic on morals, because one and the same work 
cannot expound the objsct-matter of ethics, and 
show, at the same time, how one has to teach it. 
Hither one or the other. Of course there might be 
written two separate treatises, put under the 
same book cover. But then, the time given for its 
production is short; and besides, is would limit the 
competition to a very few men who, alongside with 
the cultivation cf ethics as of a science, possess a 
thorough knowledge of theoretical pedagogic, and 
are, ab the same time, experienced and successful 
teachers. Epwarp L. STARCK. 

New York city. 


The Washington Secular Union. 


Despite the long snow blockade, floods, washouts, 
and landslides on the railroads, the fierce winds and 
severe storms making it disagreeable if not danger- 
ous on the sound; despite la grippe, which held so 
many of our delegates and ruthlessly seized the 
Rev. Mr. Copeland—so we got telegram cf his ina- 
bility to come just before time for him to deliver 
the opening lecture of the convention—despite an 
incessant downpour of rain during the three days: 
and evenings of our meeting, the Washington couven- 
tion of Seoularists held st Seattle January 28th, 
29th, and 30th was a grand success. 

While hopeful of a larger attendance of delegates 
—each evening the large hail was crowded and great 
enthusiasm manifested—we had regularly elected 
delegates from only twelve counties, yet their ability 
and the earnest devotion to the purpose of the con- 
vention each and all manifested dispelled any feeling 
of disappointment and inspired all with hope and 
confidence. 

Never was witnessed more earnest, intelligent dis- 
cussion. In regard to each clause of the constitu- 
tion, each fully and freely expressed and contended 
for hia own opinion. Yet there was no majority or 
minority, for when a final vote on each clause was 
taken all were in harmony. During the sessions— 
the three days of the convention—the evenings alone 
were given to public lectures, the entire day being 
used by the delegates in perfecting the constitution 
and plan of organization. Only one difference of 
opinion srose calling for a standing vote. That was 
simply on a question of adjournment to dinner or con- 
tinuing the work. The hungry ones were in a small 
majority, and the minority really enjoyed their de- 
feat, thereby being enabled to enjoy their dinner. 

When it came to the election of cfficars it was 
expected there would be such diversity of opinions 
that many ballots would be had before choice could 
be mede, because the law just adopted in the consti- 
tution was most faithfully obeyed. No nominations 
for officers were allowed. Each delegate wrote on a 
ballot the name of the porson of his choice for the 
office, and folded the ballot with the name written 
thereon covered, before handing it to the tellers. 
Nevertheless, all five officers, each separately, thus 
balloted for, were elected on the joint ballot. For 
president the whole 31 voies were casi for R. 
Winsor. 

WHO CONSTITUTE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

President, Hon. Richard Winsor, of Seattle. He 
was for fifteen yours a senator of Michigan, is a very 
able jurist, a cultured gentleman of means and influ- . 
ence, an earnest practical worker for the seculariza- 
tion of our government, the very best and most 
able presiding officer I hay ever seen at any theolog- 
ical, political, Masonic, or any other kind of conven- 
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to all such matters that may arise in his or her pre- |In Mother Nature's Nursery—A Little Fable. 


tion. Most emphatically, as president of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union, the organization has placed 
the right man in the right place. 

Treasurer George M. Boman, a self-educated man, 

the architect of his own fortune; a very able and 
successful business man, generous, whole-souled, 
energetic ; with the courage of his convictions, quick 
perceptions, keen sense of justice, a heart easily 
moved by the recital of a case of injustice, sorrow, 
or need; has a clear head to advise and a ready, 
- liberal hand to administer relief; modest, unassum- 
ing, yet, thanks to his indomitable energy and gen- 
erous but most discreet use of means, we hav good 
reason to announce there will soon be “No exemp- 
tion of church property from taxation in the state of 
Washington." 

Directors-at-large. One elected from erst, the 
other west of the Cascades. Albert Rosenow, of 
Walla Walla, has for two years held the office of 
vice-president of the Walla Walla Liberal Club, and 
has proved himself a power for good. His noble 
manhood, high sense of honor, and kindly, generous 
nature hav deservedly gained him the title of “the 
Prince” among all his host of friends at Walla 
Walla. Despite his pronounced Infidelity he is 
loved and respected by all who know him. An able, 
very successful business man, able reasoner, zealous 
worker, heart and purse devoted to maintaining “the 
flag above the cross.” 

R. J. Wilson, director-at-large for west of the 
Cascades. One of Seattle’s most deservedly succeas- 
ful young business men. He has for two years been 
the energetic promoter and chief burden-bearer in 
the Liberal ranks at Seattle; full of the zeal and 
ambition of young manhood, doing what he does 
with all his might. He is rapidly, by his ability, 
integrity, and indusiry, attaining fame and fortune; 
yet even his very laudable desire and pride in busi- 
ness success cannot seduce him into neglecting a sin- 
gle opportunity to in any way work for or advance 
the cause of Liberalism. 

These are in no sense flattering eulogies of these 
men, but simply a truthful description of their well- 
kaown peculiarities, testified to by all who know 
them—alike Liberals, Christians, and nothingariaas. 
Their peers may possibly, their superior cannot, be 
found among the directors of any organization, either 
theological or political. 

These, with the old, half worn-out warhorse, C. B. 
Reynolds, comprise the board of directors, executiv, 
and auditing committee, and hav the management 
and contro! of all affairs of the organization. 

The seoretary slone recsives a salary. Tie amount 
is fixed by the board of directors: President, Hon. 
Richard Winsor; secretary, C. B. Reynolds; treas- 
urer, Geo. M. Boman; diractors at large, Albart 
Rosenow, R. J. Wilson. 

The objects of the organization are the seculariza- 
tion of our government, to keep church and state 
forever separate, and “ Our Flag Above the Cross ;" 
while the specific objects are: To urge the adoption 
of such measures ag are necessary to effect complete 
secularization of the government in all its depart- 
ments [as contemplated by its founders] and secure 
to all full liberty of opinion on the subject of religion ; 
to advooate taxation of church property ; discontinu- 
ance Of religious instruction and worship in public 
schools; repeal of laws enforcing the observance of 
Sunday as the Sabbath ; cessation of all appropria- 
tions of public funds for religious institutions or 
purposes; substitution of simple affirmation, under 
penalties of perjury, for the judicial oath; the non- 
appointment of religious fasts, feasts, and holidays 
by public authority; the practical establishment of 
simple morality and intelligence as the basis of purely 
secular government, and tho adequate guarantee of 
public order and prosperity; and to afford benefit 
and protection to its members, go that in case of 
religious persecution, injury, or injustice on account 
of opinions held or éxpressed on the subject of 
religion, or for refusal to conform to auy religious 
rite or ceremony, the cooperativ power of the united 
Liberals can more effectually be brought to bear in 
defending, securing, and maintaining the just and 
legal rights of its members. 


Membership: Any person in sympathy with the | 0 


objects of this organization may become a member 
by signing the constitution, and the payment of $1 
each six months, in advance, by males. 

Payment of dues is to be left optional with ladies, 
who become members with all and every right and 
privilege by signing the constitution. M 

All hav equal voice, power, protection, and privi- 
leges. 

Tn every precinct where there are five or more 
Liberals, on becoming members of this organization, 
they may elect from their own number an executiv 
officer and representativ of this organization in that 
precinct. 

And each and all exeeutiv officers so chosen shall 
constitute the vice-presidents of this organization, 
and in all cases of religious persecution, injustice, or 
attempted deprivation of any member’s rights and 
privileges shall be, and act as one of the board of 
directors, in the action of the organization in regard 


einct. 


“There, there!” said Mother Nature, “do ba 


Resolutions instructing the board of directors to quiet, children. Havn't I told you before that if you 


take prompt action in regard to tha gross violation 
of our constitution by the House voting pay for serv- 
ices of a chaplain, and to early secure the incor- 
poration of the organization ; and of thanks to Miss 
Mattie Blaisdale for the very beautiful banner pre- 
sented by her to the Union, and to Misses May 
Ámunds, A. Hanson, and Jennie Houghton for the 
rich musical treat they so generously afforded—were 
all the resolutions passed. The delegates all pre- 
ferred practical action to gushing resolutions. 

Tae publie sessions of the convention were held 
at Freed’s hall on Ninth street. The speaker's end 
of the hall was adorned in the center by a large 
picture—a mammoth copy in oil of Taz Truta 
Szrrer cartoon, ‘Uncle Sam and His Parasites,” 
loaned by Mr. George M. Boman. | Over it, in red, 
white. and blue, the motto, “Keep Church and State 
Forever Separate;" to the right, “Infidelity is Lib. 
erty, all Religion is Slavery.—R. G. Ingersoll, and 
to the left, surmounting & fine lithograph of Thomas 
Paine, “ To Do Good is My Religion ;’ while to the 
right of the speaker's stand was a banner with the 
ever moral precept, “Subscribe for Tux Trurs 
Szrxzm. $3 a year, $1 for four months.” 

Music and trio by the choir, and the announce- 
ment that Rev. W. C. Copeland was suddenly 
gripped, and so could not deliver the opening lecture 
on * God in the Constitution,” as advertised. Ex- 
Rev. C. B. Reynolds filled the gap, spoke on subject 
announced, and received the plaudits of the audience, 
after which Miss Jennie Houghton sang so charm- 
ingly—her clear, sweet voice filled the hall with mel- 
ody, calling forth the rapturous applause of the de- 
lighted audience. This was followed by the most 
bawitching melodies by Misses May Amunds and A. 
Hauson, ina guitar duet, that was the very perfec- 
tion of art, thrilling all with wonder and delight. 
Then Mrs. Krekel, in a few well-chosen words, pre- 
sented a splendid satin banner in behalf of Miss 
Mattie Blaisdsle, of Portland, Ore., to the presiding 
officer, in trust for the Washington Secular Union 
when organized, and called out and presented the 
fair and generous young donor. 

Mr. R. Winsor, in his speech of acceptance and 
thavks, captured all hearts and was heartily ap- 
plauded. Then the choir led, and all joined in sing- 
ing "America," and were so enthused and delighted 
they utterly forgot the existence of La Grippe, or 
its victim, Rev. Mr. Copeland. 

Wednesday evening, January 29th, the program 
consisted of a few pithy and humorous remarks by } 
Dr. A. W. Calder, the able and efficient secretary of 
the Walla Walla Liberal Club, to whom the calling 
of the convention, and organization of the Washing- 
ton Secular Union, was mainly due. Musie by the 
choir. Song by Miss Jennie Houghton. C. B. Rey- 
nolds read a stirring, suggestiv letter of cheer from 
Mrs. Lois Waisbrooker, author of “ Perfect Mother- 
hood.” Guitar solo, by the Misses Hanson and 
Amunds, which was rapturously encored. and lecture 
on “Thomas Paine,” by Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, in| 
which, in the language of the Hye, she eloquently 
reviewed the biography of and eulogized that 
patriot, reformer, and so-called Infidel, Thomas 
Paine, who has been so generally maligned by the 
enemies of progress and Freethought. After which 
the chairs were removed ; the string band took pos- 
session of the speaker’s stand, and gaily the dance 
went on till the wee small hours. 

On the last evening, January 30tb, a losal paper 
Says : i ; 

* Natural Morality, Superior to Theological Restraints as 

a Safeguard to Society," was the subject of an address on the 
last evening by Mre. Krekel, of Kansas City, whose poetic 
eloquence was only surpassed by the logic of her incisiv 
arguments and the effectivness of her illustrations. She was 
followed by ex-Rev. R. Rawson, of Olympia, who gave a 
humorous account of his experience as a saver of souls 
according to the Methodist and Campbellite patent-rights, his 
disastrous debate with a young Liberal in '* Arkansaw,” and 
his final evolution into the Freethought ranks. Votes of 
thanks were extended to Miss Blaisdell for the beautiful ban- 
ner, to those who had kindly furnished music for the meet- 
ings, to the various speakers, and to the Hye; and thus suc- 
cessfully ended the first annual convention of the state Secular 
nion. 
About fifty crowded eagerly around the secretary’s 
table after adjournment and succeeded in signing the 
constitution and paying the initial dollar. Our plan 
of work commends itself to every true Liberal, and 
demands their earnest, prompt cooperation. 

Let vice-presidents be at once elected in every pre- 
einet, and let all take part in the battle, so that all 
may share the honors of victory. There is need of 
united action to right the gross violation of the 
state constitution by the house in the appointment 
of a chaplain to be paid from the taxes of the people. 

If those who love liberty and justice will rally to 
the organization, Washington will become the banner 
state of Liberalism and our flag ever wave above 
the cross. C. B. Rxxuxor»s., Sec. W. S. U. 

1412 2d street, Seattle, Wash. 


e 
Ir the truths of religion be necessary to sll men, 
they ought to be clear to all men.— 2" Holbach. 


are good children Santa Claus will bring you gifte 
on Ohristmas, and if you are disobedient and naughty 
he will punish you with a great switch ?” 

And she brought out a number of puppets and 
wooden idols and great piles of blocks and put the 
children all in different corners of the nursery, and 
set them building temples and houses and amusing 
themselvs with these little images. 

But she had no sooner left them to themselvs than 
they all began quarreling together. “Iam the old- 
est and I know the most, and cught to hav the most 
playthings,” said Egypt angrily. 

“ We'll see about that. I’m the strongest and I'll 
fight for my rights,” Rome retorted. So there imme- 
diately was a great hubbub, and when Rome had 
sent Egypt into her corner conquered, he turned his 
attention to the other children and began taking 
all their playthings and piling them in his own 
corner. 

Then a number of little barbarians consulted to- 
gether and grew very angry and envious because 
Rome had the sunniest corner and the most toys and 
had treated his companions so unfairly. 

So, all together, they rushed at Rome, drove him 
out of his corner, knocked down his temples, broke 
bis idols. In their place they built their own tem- 
ples and set up their own images, and called them- 
selvs Christians. And they grew strong and proud ; 
there was only one stronger or prouder in the 
whole nursery, and thai was the Turk. So they 
fought with the Turk until they were tired and the 
Turk was tired, and, finding that nothing was to be 
gained by quarreling with one so strong as the Turk, 
the Christians began fighting among themselvs, 
throwing blocks at each other and pulling down each 
other's houses and temples. 

Mother Nature was attending to her housekeeping 
aod her gardening, but when she heard such a noise 
and outery among her children she ran into the 
nursery exclaiming : 

* You naughty children !” and shut them afl in the 
dark closet. : 

Then Mother Nature thought to herself: “These 
children of mine havn’t faith enough in a far-off 
Christmas, or in an all-seeing Santa Claus, or in the 
gifts and the big switch, to behave themselves. 

* Instead of playing peacefully together, like loving 
brothers and sisters, they are growing to be wicked 
tyrants and weak slaves. 

“ They are too ignorant tc obey my words and they 
are growing too big to play any longer. . I must get 
them a teacher.” 

So she swept up all the blocks and toys into one 
corner of the nursery and brought books and slates 
and maps instead and hired Miss Science to teach the 
children the knowledge which it is desirable to know. 

The children were glad to be let out of the dark 
closet and soon bseame fond of study. Some of the 
elder children seemed grown too old to learn, and 
some of the younger liked too much to go and play 
in the corner with the old nursery toys. But Miss 
Ssience is a gentle, patient, and careful teacher ard 
she has a little wand on which is written, “ Law,” in 
golden letters. Whenever she holds up this little 
wand, order and obedience are magically restored to 
the school-room. i 

Mother Nature often Says: 

“I am glad my children hav so wise a teacher, 
though they murmur at the disciplin sometimes, 
and though sometimes I am saddened by their igno- 
rance and evil habits, yet, after all, they sre only chil- 
dron. I will trust to time and their wise teacher to 
make them useful and happy members of the great 
human family.” Mary A. WORSWIOK. 


te 
A Slight Error Corrected. 
New York Ciry, Feb. 7, 1890. 

Eprror TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: In your issue of Febru- 
ary 8th I see you hav fallen into slight mistake in your 
reference to Mr. Crafts—bottom of the first column, editorial 
page. You refer to Mr. Crafts’s having “ accepted the 
challenge of the Seventh-Day Adventist representativ and 
subsequently backed out.” 

This is a mistake. I accepted his challenge and then ho 
‘t subsequently backed out.” In other words, he declined to 
comply with his own challenge to debate his own . proposi- 
tion, after his challenge had been accepted. 

There is not the remotest possibility that any of those 
gentry can ever be brought to a public discussion of the 
merits of Sunday laws. They dread the public scrutiny. 

Truly, Atonzo T. Jongs. 
—_— $8 —————————— 


Turne are few things more disheartening and dis- 
gusting than when you are walking the streets of a 
atrange village on the Sabbath, to hear a preacher 
shouting like a boatswain in a gale of wind, and thus 
harshly profaning the quiet atmosphere of the day. 
You fancy him to hav taken off his coat, as when 
men are about to do hot and dirty work.— Thoreau. 

oo 


Ix the early church the interests of theology were 
too absorbing to leave any room for purely secular 
studies. If scientific theories were ever discussed, it 
waa simply with a view to elucidating some theolog- 
ical question.—Lecky. 
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READY MARCH 10th. 
LIBERALISM. 


The Symposium, concluded in this issue of Tat TRUTH 
Szexer, wil be printed in pamphlet form at once, and 
orders may be sent in now. It is seldom that in one little 
work can be found the opinions of so many writers as in 
this Symposium. A book by 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 

Capt. R. C. Adams, 
Saladin (W. Stuart Ross), 
H. O. Bentecost, 


R. B. Westbrook, 

E. B. Foote, Jr., 

L. K. Wasbburn, 
George E. Macdonald, 


Susan H. Wixon, E. C. Walker, 
Samuel P. Putnam, F. M. Holland, 
Lucy N. Colman, Parker Pillsbury, 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, C. B. Reynolds, 
Charles Watta, J. H. Burnham, 


w. F. Jamieson, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 


is something that every Freethinker will probably want to 


possess. Price, 25 cents. 
to — ——— 


The Pictures, 


The number of new subscribers sens us during the 
past week to continue the pictures is the same as 
during the previous seven days—-twenty-three. This 
makes a total of three hundred and fourtesn. 

The following sums of money hav also baen con- 
tributed : 


John Carnahan............ $1 00; E. Van Buskirk.......... 1 00 
C. M. Powers............. 2 90: A. H. Frank............... 5 00 
J. Baxter...........« TUR 1 00j Thos. N. Paine............ 50 
Simeon Sharp............. 5 00. A. W. Root... cre 3 00 
B. R. Conant............... 1 50; F. Zipp...................... 75 
Eliza Cadieux............. 1 75 David Fleming............ 75 


Making a total of $174.55 received in this manner. 
The Literature Fund has also been generously 
added to: 

Charles Walsfield............. ecce eese eee eeee eee ee enhn ren nel $ 100 
A. K. Old....eeeeeeeei ee N T an tun ito soot eite atto) 

Report of expenditure of this fund will be given in 
a Subsequent issue. 

We would again call attention to the offer of “Try 
Square” as a premium for new subscribers to Tax 
Taura Szexer. The terms are: Copies of the book 
to be given as premiums to, or for, new subscribers 
who pay the regular price of $3 for Tae Trorg 
Szxxer one year, before March 11th. One copy of 
the book to be given to every volunteer new aub- 
scriber, and one to every old subscriber who procures 
a new one at the regular price of $3. The price of 
the book by itself is $1. 

rs 


The Way to Expose Christian * Fakes." 


A friend living in Kansas sends us this item 
from ihe Omaha Bee, strongly desiring to know the 
truth regarding it: 

‘ DEATH-BED REPENTANCE. 

‘t NEBRASKA Ciry, NEB., January 30th.[—Special tothe Bee.] 
—Ed Platner, an old settler and well known, who died two 
days ago, was during life an avowed Infidel and admirer of 
Ingersoll. He had a well-stocked library of books on this 
subject, was a well-read man, and never so happy as when 
arguing against the teachings of the Bible. On the day of 
his death, when he realized that his dissolution was near at 
hand, he sent for a Christian neighbor, whom he instructed 
to burn all his books on the subject of Infidelity, and a bon- 
fire was accordingly made of them. Mr. Platner then called 
his family about him and warned them from the way in 
which he had led them, saying that he at last realized the 
great mistake he had made during his life.” 


Undcubtedly the story is what the daily journals 


3 
denominate a “ fake”—that is, the untruthful story 


of an unscrupulous reporter. However, some Free- 
thinker may know of a' Freethinking friend in 
Nebraska City who will devote a few hours to run- 
ning it down. If not, some one who oan regard 
such yarnsseriously might write to the postmaster of 
Nebraska City, or to the mayor, or some other 
official. 
Some Persecution by the Dominant Sect. 

Probably no Christian will accuse Tur TavrH 
Srzxer of having an undue friendly feeling for super- 
stition as exemplified by the various religions of the 
day. But at the same time that we criticise religion 
for its unreasonsbleness and for the tyrannical and 
inhuman acts it has inspired its devotees to commit, 
none can, we hope, aceuse us of not maintaining the 
freedom of all mankind to worship or not worship, 
as shall seem best to them. It is not worship per se 
that should be opposed by law—though it should by 
argument—but the disposition on the part of the 
worshipers to override the rights of others to think 
for themselvs, and the disposition also manifest to 
make the community pay their bills for worshiping. 
This disposition is go distinctivly opposed to what 
hav become known as American principles that to 
oppose the churches is now synonymous with up- 
holding liberty and Americanism. 

The recent decision of the United States Supreme 
Court that Mormons sre not eligible to natursliza- 
tion, and that when two years ago Idaho passed laws 
practically disfranchising Mormons it was within the 
limits of the Constitution, sre surprising decrees, 
and they are all the more open to objection when every 
Christian journal in the country chuckles over them 
and maintains their beneficsnce. 
eous Christian paper, the ZJndependent, calls the last 
opinion the “ hardest blow yet,” and adds: 

* Now the result of this latest finding will be, first, that 
Idaho will enter the Union under a constitution which for- 
ever debars from the polls every one of the thirty thousand 
‘Saints.’ And, second, Congress can scarcely fail soon to 
take note of what the Supreme Court has done by so enlarg- 
ing the scope of the Edmunds law that in all the territories 
not to repudiate and forsake the polygamous scciety will be 
to forfeit American citizenship. Reform to the point of 
revolution must also soon ensue, or else fatal disintegration 
will befall.” 

If the court's decision was only a blow at polyg- 
amy, we could safely say that it was nob without the 
province of the court to render it. Under our 
national snd state statutes, persons convicted of crime 
can be disfranchised, and as polygamy is a orime, 
polygamists can be made amenable to such laws. But 
to disfranchise the Mormons because they are Mor- 
mons opens the door to the disfranchisment of any 
sect whenever its opposers shall hay the power to 
pass such laws, 

Aliowing for the sake of the argumeni— and we 
hope that our individualistic friends of Liberty, Fair 
Play, Twentieth Century, et id omne genus will not 
try to push us down their logical wells for the allow- 
ance—that polygamy is a crime and rightly punish- 
able, why should all the Mormons be made to suffer 
for the sins of afew? Why should religion bo made 
the condition of voting instead of polygamy, if this 
prohibition were not the persecution of a seot instead 
of & few criminals? We hav not the statistics of 
Idaho at hand regarding the number of polygamists 
in the territory, but it is not to be supposed that the 
percentage of plural marriages, with the law on the 
statute books referred to in the court decision, could 
be a2 high as in Utah, and in that territory, in 1882, 
only twelve thousand people were cr had been living 
polygamously. Additional evidence found in Ex. 
Doe. No. 447, first session of the Fifüeth Congress, 
as to persecutions for the crime showed that between 
April, 1885, and September, 1888, four hundred and 
fifty-three persons were convicted. Further statistics 
also show that less than two per cent of the Mormons 
are polygamous in their social relations. This is an 
absurdly small percentage upon which to base the dis- 
franchisment of a whole people, and shows that 
there is undoubtedly another motiv behind the og- 
tensible regard for virtue of our Christian neighbors. 
Under the pressure of civilization polygamy was 
becoming extinct. Under the pressure of Christian 
persecution there is an evident determination to ex- 
tinguish the Mormons themselvs. 

If Mormonism could be suppressed by reason, no 
one could rajoice more than the advocates for liberty, 
for under iis hideous influence men and women hav 
debased themselvs about as low as it is possible for 


That most unright. . 


ihe human mind to descend. They hav been and 
are but mere tools in the hands of their priests. But 
so hav other sectarians, the Catholics, the Oneida 
Communists, and others. Still, the Catholies hav 
not been disfranchised, and we hear of no attempt 
being made on their liberty. Yet a Protestant min-, 
ister the other day contributed a long argument to 
the Christian Statesman to prove that the Mormons 
as Mormons, and not as polygamists, held no tenets 
so subversiv of American principles as do the Roman 
Catholics. And, away back in the time of John 
Adams, the second president of the United States, 
the same views were put forth, but with the true 
counter statement. Under date of May 16, 1822, 
John Adaras wrote to Thomas Jefferson thase words: 
`“ I do not like the late resurrection of the Jesuits. They 
hav a general now in Russia, in correspondence with the 
Jesuits in the United States, who are more numerous than 
everybody knows. Shall we not hav swarms of them here? 
In as many shapes and disguises as ever a king of the 
gypsies—Bamfield Morecarew, himself assumed? In the 
shape of printers, editors, writers, schoolmasters, etc. I 
hay lately read Pagcal’s letter over again, and four volumes 
of the history of the Josuits. If ever any congregation of 
men could merit eternal perdition on earth and in hell, ac- 
cording to these historians, though, like Pascal, true Cath. 
olics, it is this company of Loyola. Our system, however, 
of religious liberty must afford them an asylum. But if 
they do not put the purity of our elections to a severe trial, 
it will be & wonder.” 

No one who is well informed in the history not 
only of the Jesuits but of the Catholics at large, 
wil dispute John Adams’s estimate of that seat. 
But, under our system of religious liberty, we must 
afford them an asylum; though we should see to it 
that our laws do not permit them such property ex- 
emption as shall so enrich them that they can by 
bribery "put the purity of our elections to a severe 
test.” List the Catholics vote, but do not let it be 
so that by their voles they can rob and tyrannize the 
people. 

The Mormons hav done but one thing that the 
cther Ohristian sechs hav not, and only a small per- 
centage of them hav committed that crime. Their 
religion is thoroughly Christian, and embraces faith 
in an alleged God -and his alleged promises, repent- 
ance, baptism for the living and the dead, confirma- 
tions, ordinations, endowments, washings, anointing, 
signs, prophecies, revelations, Sunday-schools, 
prayer, tithes, offerings, sacrifices, and “in fine every 
ordinance, gift, grace, principle, practice, doctrin, 
precept, blessing, hope, assurance, and labor ever 
enjoyed by the apostles, prophets, and saints of the 
Old aud New Testaments.” And that includes 
polygamy, and that is where the shoe pinches. The 
Christians cannot confound the Mormons in a biblical 
argument for their practices, and so exhort the civil 
power to subdue them. It is very much as in the 
time of Bruno when the “learned” doctors of the 
church could neither confute him nor force him to 
abjure his opinions, and so he was turned over to 
the temporal power with the recommendation to 
punish him without shedding of blood, which meant 
the stake! There is, however, some slight progress 
indicated in the difference between the punishment 
then and now! 

There is no doubt that the Mormons, through 
their absolute slavishness to their hierarchy, are a 
disagreeable people to liv with, and that the same 
slavishness puts ihe hierarchy astride the necks of 
the non-Mormons. But if Salt Lake City is a worse- 
governed or more priest-governed city than New 
York, the information has not yet reached these 
parts. Go to the city hall here any pay-day and see 
the black-garmented sisters waiting for their share 
of the city funds through the medium of Irish gentle- 
men who draw three times the salaries they could 
ever hope to earn in any business outside of polities. 
Even the day laborers on the streets are not exempt 
from the religious beggars, and their charity is not 
asked as B charity, but demanded as a right. Doesn't 
the Roman ehureh own Tammany Hall? Doesn't 
Tammany Hall own the city just now and provide 
good Catholics with lazy situations and large pay! 
Why then should the church not hav her share? So 
all the eity employees render unto God the things 
that are Cæsars, and Cassar may help himself if he can ! 
That is what they voted for. i 

When Puritanism controled the country, it was 
the same, only the minister instead of the priest 
owned the country. And it will ever be so when any 
sect is numerically strong enough, unless there are 
safeguards erected which shall prevent it. In his 
latest encyclical the pope defines the duty of the 
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Catholic to love his country and to love his church ; 
the church to be loved more ardently than the coun- 
try. If the laws of the state contradict the divine 
law, and command anything prejudicial to the church, 
or hostil to the duties imposed by religion, then it 
is a duty to resist them and a crime to obey them. 
This, says a Protestant paper, is but the restatement 
of the old “ higher law” with which we were familiar 
in the days when William H. Seward defined that 
higher law and declared the irrepressible conflict. 
The pope further says that the church approves all 
governments that respect religion and divine law, and 
is indifferent to parties in the state. But if, however, 
the church, that is the Catholic church, is in danger, 
he says the divisions of parties should cease and all 
should unite to- defend their religion, and that we 
must not fear to resist iniquity lest we exasperate the 
enemy. That is the Catholic doctrin. The Prot- 
estant doctrin is the same. “All these propositions 
are good enough,” comments the same Protestant 
paper, “and no Protestant can find any fault with 
them. There is no Protestant living worthy the 
name, who would not resist and resent interference 
of the state with the exercise of his religion, and who 
would not put the kingdom of God before any king- 
dom of man.” So! But when the Mormons desire 
to exercise their religion in their own way—leaving 
out polygamy, the Protestants disfranchise them! 
Freethinkers are punished by blasphemy laws! 
Seventh Day Adventists are punished with Sunday 
laws! These laws are but the tearing down of all 
safeguards, and they are torn down completely when 
one sect can influence the government to persecute 
another sect, and it is all the more dangerous when 
an excuse is made which is calculated to deceive the 
great body of the people, whether that excuse be 
polygamy, blasphemy, or the preservation of the 
“Sabbath.” Americans can never be induced to go 
into a religious persecution if they know what it 
really is. “ You can fool some of the people all the 
lime; you can fool all the people some of the time, 
but you cannot fool all the people all the time," said 
Lincoln. Americans will see through this Mormon 
persecution by and by, and then the Christian church 
will not stand any higher in their estimation. “The 
hardest blow yet will” be a boomerang to bump the 
Christian church’s own forehead. 
——— —— 9-9.—— —————— 
A Woman’s Journey Around the World Alone. 


A great many people think that the recent trip of 
“Nellie Bly " (Miss Cochrane) around the world in 
afew hours less than seventy-three days is some- 
thing wonderful This might, indeed, be the case if 
she had done anything wonderful except catching 
trains on time, but the whole scheme was an adver- 
tising dodge for the World, and Miss Bly had her 

. way made clear, and she only earned her money. 

The truth is, it is now perfectly feasible and safe 
for any woman in good health and possessed of com- 
mon sense to make the journey. Madam Ida Pfeiffer 
began traveling in 1842, and spent several years in 
visiting the places of interest of the world, going 
twice around the globe, without touching a point on 
her second journey which she had visited on her first 
tour. It is not to be supposed that Madam Pfeiffer 
accomplished this without some thrilling adventures. 
Once she was set upon by a negro in Brazil, and 
badly cut before she escaped. She fell into a river 
swarming with alligators, and was made prisoner by 
Cossacks and held until they were satisfied of her 
harmlessness. In Sumatra she was seized by canni- 
bals, and only her own tact and courage saved her 
from immediate death. Since Madam Pfeiffer's time, 
however, conditions hav changed. Civilization has 
spread over almost every part of the world, and the 
traveler who seeks adventures like Madam Pfeiffer 
would hav difficulty in finding the savages and canni- 
bals, and would probably be forced to charter a 
special steamer to take him out of the beaten tracks. 

Next to Ida Pfeiffer’s traveling record is that of 
8 beautiful young woman in whom the Liberals may 
be allowed a special interest—Lilian Leland, the 
daughter of Theron C. Leland, now deceased. Like 
her father, Lilian too is a Freethinker. A few years 
ago, at the age of twenty-five, without premeditation 
or preparation, Miss Leland started upon a voyage 
which, unexpectedly, became the commencement of 
a journey which carried her around the world, to 
many lands and on many seas, from Oape Horn to the 
North cape and from the Rocky mountains to the 
Himalayas ; but little less than sixty thousand miles 


in distance and covering a period of about two years. 
She traveled without escort or protection except 
chance acquaintances met on the way. 


Like Isabella Bird, who is the third woman traveler 
of the world, Miss Leland has written her experiences 
in a book, which a news company has just published, 
perhaps with the idea of taking the wind out of Nel- 
lie Bly's sails, as nautical people would say. Cer- 
tainly she has gone to windward of her in great 
shape, to borrow more seafaring slang. The story 
of Miss Leland’s travels makes a book of nearly four 
hundred large pages, put into the form of letters 
written for the entertainment of the family circle 
who watched her progress with affectionate interest. 
These letters are a record of personal experiences, 
interspersed with observations and thoughts of the 
writer. She did not fill her epistles with statistics 
and guide-book facts, but tells us what the countries 
through which she traveled are in the eyes of a young 
woman who has a ready appreciation of all that is 
human. It is this which makes her book attractiv, 
while her unconsciousness that she was doing any 
wonderful thing emphasizes the difference between 
her and the recent aspirant for glory. 


As was to be expected of Theron O. Leland’s daugh- 
ter, she has written many things in her book avow- 
ing her heretical tendencies. In Rome she visited 
St. Peter’s church as a matter of course. “I walked 
up and down its great aisles twice,” she says, “and 
surely in bigness it exceéds everything. I looked up 
at the immense statues of past popes with hands 
outstretched as if in benediction, with expressions 
of holy love on their stony faces, and with statues 
of women gazing adoringly up at them, and I 
thought: ‘I used to hav a regular nightmare of a 
book called the ‘Book of Martyrs,’ and there's a 
picture I hav seen of you in Naples, and in both 
book and painting your regular business appears to 
hav been lighting martyr fires, plying red-hot pin- 
cers, and enjoying the agonies of the unfortunate on 
the rack. Oh, I’ve seen you before in your red gown 
and lace jacket and bellows hat. This great church 
of yours is a colossal monument to a bloody era of 
martyrdom.’” In Lilian's eyes the Maddalena of 
Titian is *fat and red-headed and dejected," and 
while she looks at it and the vast canvases of other 
church paraphernalia for stirring emotion in the wor- 
shipers, the words of Mark Twain, which hav gained 
him the earnest ill-will of all good Catholics, come 
back to her. “Some seventeen or eighteen centuries 
ago," wrote the Connecticut humorist, * the ignorant 
men of Rome were wont to put Christians in the 
arena of the Colosseum yonder and turn the wild 
beasts in on them for a show. It was for a lesson as 
well. It was to teach the people to abhor and fear 
the new doctrin that followers of Christ were teach- 
ing. The beasts tore the victims limb from limb and 
made poor mangled corpses of them in the twink- 
ling of an eye. But when the Christians came into 
power, when the holy mother church became mis- 
tress of the barbarians, she taught them the error of 
their ways by no such means. No, she put them in 
this pleasant Inquisition and pointed to the blessed 
redeemer, who was so gentle and so merciful toward 
men, and then urged the barbarians to love him; 
and they did all they could to persuade them to love 
and honor him, first by twisting their thumbs out of 
joint with a screw, then by nipping their flesh with 
pincers, red-hot ones, because they were the most 
comfortable in cold weather; then by skinning them 
alive a little, and finally by roasting them in public. 
They always convinced those barbarians. The true 
religion properly administered, as the good mother 
church used to administer it, is very, very soothing. 
It is wonderfully persuasiv also. There is a great 
difference between feeding parties to wild beasts and 
stirring up their finer feelings in an Inquisition. 
One is the system of the degraded barbarians, the 
other are the ways of the enlightened, civilized peo- 
ple" The imaginativ pictures and the material relics 
of Catholicism impressed our Freethinking heroin as 
they did Mr. Clemens. “I admire,” she concludes, 
“the old Paul Veronese and Tintorettos for their 
size and the work put upon them, if I don’t admire 


devils and toasting-forks and Jakes of fire and writh- 
ing victims—not agreeable pictures to me, but ones 
that, it is alleged, giv great pleasure and satisfaction 
to the all-seeing eyes of a merciful God and all good 
people who love him, as well as to people of cultivated 


their subject—the last judgment, with its attendant. 


artistic tastes.” At Antwerp, where an exposition 


was being held, the same great fault of nearly all 
European galleries could not be hidden—the “ fright- 
ful pictures of martyrdom and crucifixion. Wher- 
ever you look, the eyes and brain are seared and the 
soul is wrung with the painted horrors of religious 
history. I turn away and try not to see, for I know 
they will come back to me at night and haunt me 
with their misery and the knowledge that i$ has all 
been suffered even as it was painted. But the hide- 
ous nightmares will start up and confront me from 
every side till I am ready to cry aloud against the 
church and the religion, under whose auspices such 
diabolical savagery grew and flourished.” 

In Russia, the nightmare pictures were supplanted 
by a reality equally strong against Christianity. “O 
holy, dirty Moscow !” is the exclamation that natu- 
rally occurs to @ visitor. " Everywhere you see 
shrines and dirt. Opposit the holy gate is a corner 
where every pious citizen turns in four different direo- 
tions and crosses himself and mutters prayers to four 
different shrines, and kneels to each, while the busy 
throng, having finished their devotions, swarm by 
intent on business. Russia is dirty, her people are 
likewise. Moscow is especially so. But it isa holy 
land and & pious people. There are plenty of rich 
churches and poor people. Religion, poverty, igno- 
rance, and dirt go hand in haud—might be called 
concomiisnts of each other. The most ignorant and 
oppressed couniries in the worid are, I believe, also 
the most ehureh-ridden. America is the most radi- 
cal and the most civilized country in the world. 
Russia, Ireland, and Italy are but little in advance of 
heathendom, which is only a grade lower in igno- 
rance, superstition, and dirt than Christendom, for 
none are so deeply religious as the heathen. In St. 
Petersburg, as well as Moscow, our drivers were for- 
ever taking off their hats and crossing themselvs as 
they drove past shrines and holy places.” 

There is much more in Miss Leland’s book worth 
quoting to giv a true idea of what real orthodox 
Christianity reduces nations to, as well as to show 
what the eastern countries are at the present time, 
and how civilization and commerce hav redeemed 
them from the barbarism of religion since the time 
of Ida Pfeiffer. It is owing to these two forces that 
Miss Bly found railroad trains and ocean steamers 
which ‘she or anyone might catch and so make the 
journey providing only that they first obtained the 
means to purchase the tickets. Miss Leland's “ Jour- 
ney Around the World Alone” was much more use- 
ful and entertaining and just as wonderful An 
acquaintance with her of fifteen years or more pre- 
vents us from applying the last expression to her 
trip, as she is perfectly competent to take care of 
herself anywhere, as any self possessed and well- 
behaved woman can in civilized or even half- 


Civilized countries. 
— eM 


'rue, too True! 
The American Sentinel says: 


* The Freethinkers profess to be decidedly opposed to 
Sunday laws everywhere. Yet TuE TRUTH SEEKER reports 
from ‘a friend’ in the Washington legislature, the follow- 
ing words: - 

‘st A majority of both houses are really Fresthinkers, but many 
of them are also politiciane, and would make no break that would 
hurt their politica; but yet I am in hopes, and encouraged to think 
that I can get through a Sunday law that will be quite liberal. I 
am convinced that the majority of the members would prefer none, 
but for policy’s sake, we will hav to hav something.’ 

“The politician takes precedence of the Freethinker there. 
'The Freethinkers are much like many other folk with whom 
they find so much fault. Taz Trurs SEEKER very properly 
remarks, that ‘comment on that state of thingsis almost super- 
flaous.! The American Secular Union needs to hurry along 
with its one thousand.dollar prize manual of ‘the purest 
principles of morality.’ It is much needed in the Washing- 
ton legislature just now." 

We hav to agree with our Seventh-Day Adventist 
contemporary that the political Freethinkers of the 
Washington legislature need s moral manua!—and 
some of them need it badly. The friend, however 


who furnished the information is not one of them. 
9 — — — — 

Tur TRUTH SERKER AnNUAL bas become a kind of house- 
hold necessity to Liberals and Freethinkers. Besides con- 
taining the regular calendar it is a kind of annual resumé o 
the work and the growth of Liberalism. The present num- 
ber has, as ad all its predecessors, many good, kind-of-docu- 
mentary articles. . 

We hav read the most of this ANnuaL with unusual interest. 
Brother Macdonald, the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, ap- 
pears to hav gone into nearly a year’s search after a spirit 
and several times came near finding one, but finally gave it 
up in despair. Once, we think he would hav found one had 
it not been for Dr. Slade’s unfortunate left leg. Macdonald 
appears to be, and evidently is, sincere, yet in his long search 
he discovered nothing convincing to him. 

Hugh O. Pentecost’s reasons for leaving the church show 
him to always hav been a man of integrity and devotion to 
principle.—New Thought. 
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Letters from Sfriends. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mr. tee Inclosed is $3.25 for my subscription andthe 
ANNUAL. Keep the pictures by all means. F. W. Heyy. 


Napa Orry, Car., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I say, continue the pictures if possible. 
They certainly are doing much good. V. J. BoRRETTE. 


Minooxa, ILL., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3.25, for which send 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER and the Awsvar. By all means keep 
` the pictures going, if you possibly can. Ezra MATTESON. 


GLANFORD, OnT., Jan. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $4— $93 for renewal, 
fifty cents for two Annuals, and fifty cents for the pictures, 
according to promis. Jons MoCLRMONT. 


ALLENWOOD, Pa., Feb. 3, 1890. 
. Mr. Eprrog: I am very weil pleased with Tame Truta 
SEEKER, pictures or no pictures. I cannot get any sub- 
scribers. TF, Sgmorszir. 


TENPE, ARIZ., Jan. 27, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Do not stop the pictures. I will try to send 

& new subscriber. The grand work for the cause of human- 
ity must go on. L. H. Haweins. 


Rosinson, ILL., Feb. 3, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed see $3.75—$3.25 to pay for Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER and ANNUAL, and the extra fifty cents says I 
vote to keep Heston’s genius in action. P. Grice. 


Bia Tinser, Mont., Jan. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epırog: We like the pictures in THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
We hav lots of fun and wars in discussion with our Chris- 
tian neighbors over them. 8. B. ROBERTS. 


Monte Vista, Cor., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: You will find inclosed $5.25 for Taz TRUTH 
‘SgEKeR and the Annuar. We all like the pictures very 
much. Long may they wave. J. N. Powsit. 


Carno, Tex., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find tbe money for another year and 
the AssUar. I was induced to subscribe for your paper for 
the benefit of the pictures, and will stop when they stop. 
Your friend, I. A. Dixesy. 


CIMARRON, Cor., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I will try to get you another subscriber soon. 
-I do hope the cartoons wil be continued. They will cause 
many to investigate that would otherwise pass the paper by. 
Yours truly, J. C. WILLIAMS. 


Barriwong, Mp., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Enpitor: I inclose $3 for Taz TeurH SEEKER. This 
new subscriber favors the pictures, and is not afraid to show 
them to his friends. They show up the fabulous stories 
better than words. E. Livazey. 


. Hovexton Co., Mion., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $6, for which send me 
the inclosed list of books, etc. The balance apply as my 
Part-on the pictures. Repellirg as they are, I want some 
. more. Harry R. BzzsiEY. 


Cornixa, O., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Although my subscription does not expire 
. until March 16th, I do not wish another copy sent to me after 
this date, January 20th. The influence of the cartoons is far 
from desirable. Dr. Joan W. FonEAKER. 


Nxwank, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $5.25. I will say in 
regard to keeping the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, by all 
means continue them, as they show up some of the church 
fallacies and frauds. Wa. H. H. STEBBINS. 
Mr. Vernon, Mo., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: I tried my bist to get you a new subscriber, 
and failed, so I do the next best thing, pay for two years. I 
like the cartoons and want them continued. Heston is a 
- brick. I wish we had a million like him. Z. C. Denney. 


Brieaton, N. Y., Jan. 20, E.M. 290. 
Mn. Eprron: I think Mr. Heston's pictures are interesting 
and getting better in style. I send $1.50 for Heston's pict- 
ures, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and twenty-five cents 
for the Ingersoll and Field debate. E. C. Curtis. 


Mapison, O., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I did think I should get you some new sub- 
scribers, but through the influence of church-going people 
and Mrs. Grundy I hav not succeeded. Let us hav the pict- 
ures by all means. Call on me for $1 rather than hav them 
omitted. Lowe, CnimE. 


Srcorron, CAL., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been a reader of your paper for eight 
years and could not do without it. You may consider me a 
life subscriber. We all like the pictures. I think they are 
grand. By all means keep Mr. Heston at work. He could 
not be beaten. Long life to you. T. J. Porz. 


Lz Roy, Kan., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Enrron: I hav been on the crippled list for the past 
three years, unable to roam the country, and sincerely re- 
gret I cannot send you many new subscribers. The cartoons 
are appreciated, applauded, and recommended by all to 
whom I hav exhibited them. A. V. COFFIN. 


CookRELL, Cor., Jan. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: As to the pictures in Tae TRUTH ÑEEKER, I 
would not like to see them stop, for I think them a great 
benefit to the paper, but I hav not been able to get any new 
subscribers to keep them going. But I sincerely hope you 
will be able to keep them up. J. J. Durkin. 


: Sr. Joseren, Mo , Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eptror: Please find inclosed $7 for two new sub- 
scribers and a renewal. I would hav renewed before, but 
was working for some new subscribers, and as Jehovah has 
an enormous majority in this town, they are hard to get. 
Hold on to Mr. Heston. I think him a mighty warrior. 
Very truly yours, C. Wrieart. 


Gower, Mo., Jan. 15, E.m. 290. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $3, to pay for THz TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1890, or rather, 290 g.w. Let the pictures con- 
tinue to preach; they are witty and pointed. I am solitary 
and alone in my town in being outspoken for the downfall of 
superstition. ''On with the dance." 
J. W. HurostisoN, M.D. 


Naw York, Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epıror: I inclose herewith my check for $3. Please 
forward Tux Trury SEEKER one year to the new subscriber 
whose address I inclose. I wish to add my vote for the con- 
tinuance of the illustrations by Mr. Heston, and will try to 
secure more subscriptions to further the cause. 
Very truly yours, CLEMENT J. CHALLAR. 


Coox, Nzs., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eptror: Find inclosed $10 for renewal, a new sub 
scriber, the ANNUAL, and $1 for the pictures. I think they 
are doing an immense amount of good, more than double 
the amount that any reading.matter could do in the same 
space. Liberal brothers, let us not hav the pictures taken 
out. W. B. Brooxs, M.D. 


Norra Yarma, Wasu., Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: If we can spare any picture, it would be the 
one on the front page. It is necessary that the foolishness 
of the Bible should be illustrated, so we could not well do 
without the back-page illustrations. I will be prompt with 
my part of the subscription, 80 that you need not fail on my 
account. JsMzEs A. Brox. 


Hontineton, W. Va., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mz. Ev.tcz: Inclosed find stamp for the TRUTA BERKER 
ANNUAL. In regard to the cartoons, giv us more of them, 
or each week giv usa picture of some great man. It is 
almost impossible to get you a subscriber for Taz TRUTH 
Sezer. I will giv you a few names of persons that ought 
to be readers of some Liberal paper. Frank EVANS. 


KaALAMAZOO, Mron., Jan. 16, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find $5 25—$3 for a new subscriber and 
$2.25 for nine ANNUALS. We send two votes for the pictures. 
They must not be left out. They speak volumes. They are 
8 holy terror. As Brother Peck says, Heston is ''on the 
warpath,” ard I for one want him to keep the armor on. 
Long liv Taz Trurs Szzxer and Heston. — E. H. Gavrr. 


San BERNARDINO, UAL., Jan. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Exiror: I do not wish to take up any spaee in your 
valuable paper, so will merely say in regard to the illustra- 
tions that I fully concur with Ella E. Gibson and hope for 
the continuance of the work of Watson Hes'on. Inclosed 
is $17 for six new subscribers, and ANNUALS and books and 
engravings, a8 below specified. Wa. MoDonarp. 
Uszxa, MNN., Jan. 30, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find incloced $5.50 for one new sub- 
scriber and my subscription. I make no comments, and I 
think it shows a more Liberal spirit than this saying, “ Stop 
my paper unless you stop the pictures,” and, ** If you stop 
the pietures stop my paper." May the truth liv until the 
story of the baby in the manger is of the past. 
Truly yours, W. S. Kina. 


Lyxy, Mass., Jan. 30, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrox: Please giv my kindest regards to our artist, 
Mr. Heston, a-d my sympathy to those poor unfortunates 
who hav made an attempt to be Liberal but find the pictures 
too true for their orthodox ideas. I vote to hav them con- 
tinued by all means. Inclosed fiad $8, with name of a new 
subscriber, who also votes in favor of the pictures. 
C. E. Anus. 


Nivomo, Car., Jap. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Kprror: Both Mr. Fry and I are decidedly i in favor of 
the cartoons. There are no new subscribers to be found in 
this little village or surroundings, but if the pictures can go 
on I will send $1 for the sake of helping along. However, 
if they hav to go it will not cause me to giv up the good old 
Truru SEEKER. Keep them in if you can, by all means. 
Truly yours, Joan ROBINETT. 


CORYALLIS, ORE., Jan. 18, 290. 
Me. Eprror: Please find $5.25 for subscription and 
ANNUAL. If the worst comes to the worst and you cannot 
send the pictures and printing, why, send the pictures with- 
out the printing, as the pictures can be read by those igno- 
rant of printing, while all, both great and small, who read 
the pictures, smi'e while their comprehension is being ex- 

panded. B. F. HYLAND. 


Ryan, Ia., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroxr: Incloged find draft to pay for Tur TRUTH 
Serxer one year to a new subscriber. I am much rejoiced 
to see the fund for sustaining the illustrations growing so 
rapidly. Iam proud to hav been one of the first to seta 


good example by contributing $1 toward a fund for their 
support. Let every reader do his best to obtain a new sub- 
scriber. I hope that all who are unsuccessful and fcel able 
to do 80 will contribute $1 to insure the continuance of Hes- 
ton’s valuable illustrations, which we cannot afford to lose. 
Yours for enlightenment, Arraur I. Fur. 


Kxora, Ia., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I muster myself with the ninety-nine against 
one for continuance of Heston’s sparks, so find incloged $8 
for THe TnurER SPREADER (not merely SEEKER), and fifty 
cents penalty for not rolling up the new subscriber; ill 
health keeps me prisoner at home. How does genial Heaton 
nourish his brain? Has the brimstone treatment by the 
clergy such happy results? May the Philistines never cut 

his hair. CHARLES Nauman. 


RussELL, Pa., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed you will find twenty-five cents in 
stamps to pay for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. I like TAE 
TRUTH SEEKER the best of any paper that I take. I could 
hardly get along without it now. I think the pictures are 
just the thing. Do not stop them if you can help it, as I 
should hate to see the old T&uTE SEExzR without them—but 

shall take the paper just the same. M. M. SADLER. 


PAULINE, ARK., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epiron: I will send you a new subscriber soon. As 
to the cartoons, let them be continued by all means. They 
certainly assist the paper in demolishing superstitious ortho- 
doxy. I look upon them also asa test of genuin Liberalism. 
With me I think a Liberal who opposes the cartoons for fear 
of wounding the Christian feelings of some person is not 
sufficiently impressed with the injurious effects of ortho- 

doxy. W. R. BAOBELOR. 


GEORGIAVILLE, R. I., Jan. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for 
the ANNUAL. Since reading R. G. Ingersoll’s ** Vindication 
of Thomas Paine,” I hav made up my mind that the Pree- 
byterian organ, the Observer, ia edited by a lying, beastly 
coward. I enjoy the cartoons. It is like pulling teeth to 
get subscribers in this place. But I will cast ia my mite for 
the good of man whenever I can. The crows will not feed 

me, a8 tbey did Elijah of old. Wirta] A. BENNETT. 


AsPEN, CoL., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Well, I hav secured two new subscribers. 
Of course we are allin favor of the pictures being retained in 
Tur Trurs SEEKER. I may be able soon to send you two 
more. I will do the best I can. There are a good many 
Liberals in this town, only we need some good Freethought 
lecturer to round us up.” I hav heard of different ones 
being in the state at different times, but for some reason they 

do not come here. Fnzp. B. Mosszs. 


GanpEN VALLEY, TEx., Jan. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I want the pictures kept in the paper, and 
will pay the forty cents remaining as balance from the in- 
closed $5 to help remunerate the company therefor. I hav 
had the promis of three new subscribers, but the insects hav 
nearly destroyed the cotton crop in this section for the last 
two years, 80 those persons cannot spare the cash now. 
will do all I can to extend the circulation of the publications 
of your and such-like establishments. A. S. Bicas. 


SAORA MENTO, CaL., Jan. 13, 1890. 
Mr. Evıror: Inclosed find $20 from O. T. Davis, of 
Brighton, for the support of Watson Heston, Tug TRUTH 
SzEkzR, and Liberalism. Friend Davis desires me to say to 
you that Heston’s pictures are a powerful educator, and will 
hav more effect than volumes of printed matter; that they 
are not coarge, vulgar, unsightly, and misleading, as some 
hav stated; that it would be very difficult to portray anything 
more untruthful than the subject-matter that the pictures 

represent. R. BUTTERFIELD. 


RoniNson, ILL., Jan. 22, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $10—$5 for renewal, $1 
for “Men, Women, and Gods," twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL, and $1 for the pictures ; the balance please place to 
my credit. I take a good many papers, but I think Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER ahead of them all. It givs all creeds a show 
—Jew and gentile, Methodist and Catholic, even the old 
mossback Presbyterian can hav his say. I think the pictures 
are just grand. I donot see how I could do without them. 

I hope to be able to send in a few new subscribers. 
J. M. JEAN. 


Jan. 19, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I wish my vote registered as one in favor of 
the continuance of Brother -Heston’s illustrations, and sub- 
stantiate same by inclosing $1 to be applied to the donation 
list for said purpose. I say, keep the pictures going, and 
long may Brother Heston liv to furnish them. If we are 
right, we cannot proclaim it too loudly or spread the truth 
too fast. Ridicule such as Heston's pictures will never hurt 
our cause. There are lots of people living yet who cannot ` 
read, and such pictures showing the absurdity of the Bible 
and recent observations, will teach more and better lessons 
in one year than ten years of reading. A TRUTH SEEKER. 


Nora, Ia., Jan. 19, 1890. 

Mz. Epiron: You will find inclosed a check for $8.50, to 
renew my subscription for 1890 and for three new subscrib- 
ers. I hav worked hard for two days to get one more sub- 
scriber, but failed. This town has nearly five hundred in- 
habitants, of which nearly one-half take no stock in theology, 
and as little in anything else except making money. There 
are many that are just as bitter opponents to theology as my- 
self, but I believe [ am the only one at present that takes a 
Freethought paper or exhibits any desire in the promulgation 
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of Freethought. Continue the pictures by all means. They 
show up the inconsistencies better than words can. It is 
only the tenderfoots that object. D. W. Warner. 


TRENTON, TEX., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I send $5, for which send me the “ Field- 
Ingersoll Discussion,” the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and 
use balance on my subscripticn. I hav already noticed 
that our higher order of intellect hav been opposed to 
illustrations and pictures in general, and cartoons in par- 
ticular, but why, I cannot tell. Certainly nothing appeals 


not let them go. They speak for themselvs and no person 
can help laughing at the absurdity of the stories they tell. 
It is hard for Christians to see anything funny in them, but 
let them follow the pictures up week after week and they 
forget it is wrong to look at them, and by and by they are 
as anxious to see THE TRUTH SEEKER as any of us. It sets 
them to thinking, and that is what we want. I hav done 
nothing toward getting subscribers. The two I send I got 
for the asking, and I am satisfied that with a little effort I 
could get a number more. I willtry, at least. Ona separate 
sheet I send a list of Liberals, to whom you may send sample 


the pictures to the boys. 
strength in the future. 
petrified Christians that hav a thin coat of Freethought, but 
too gauzy to hide the petrifaction. 
are so sensitiv about hurting the feelings of the Christians. 
The person that claims to be with us and whines out that 
way has a very tender heart, but a much more tender head. 
Pictures get a boy to examin the Bible about the pictures, 
and then he is not quite as ready to swallow all that he gets 
in the Sunday-school from the holy sky-pilot. I hav given 
you my ideas about the pictures, and inclose $5 and leave 


to the higher taste of the beautiful in art half so much as our 
modern art of representing great and mighty truths with 
that two.edged weapon, the cartoon. Mr. Heston possesses 
genius in that direction which gladdens my heart. 

Truly yours, Dr. W. C. Hormzs. 


Memruis, TENN., Jan. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav at last succeeded in securing you a 
new subscriber for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, which I consider the 
best paper I ever read. The pictures are the great feature of 
the paper, and should be continued by all means, even if the 
subscription price should hav to be increased. I frequently 
show my Christian friends the pictures, which tell them at a 


copies, as requested. R. B. Carrer. 


Bioompate, O., Jan. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I take great pleasure in handing 
you $5.25—$3 for Taz Trurm BEEKER, and the balance for 
the books enumerated on the inclosed slip. In reference to 
the pictures, I here add a few ideas. They. instruct and 
amuse in the briefest. manner, notwithstanding the lack of 
art, which I think Mr. Hestor fully adequate to supply. In 
reproducing such matter it becomes necessary to be uncouth. 
Christians do not heed our feelings ; why should we refrain 
from telling the truth or showing it in pictures? I vote, 
Yes. I am on the lookout for subscribers. You ask for 


you to say if I am in favor of pictures or not. 
the ** V " to pictures. 
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To them we must look for our. 
I consider one boy as worth ten old 


They are the ones that 


If 80, apply 
B. H. S. 


Huron, S. D., Feb. 4, 290. 
Mz. Epiror: The new subscriber I sent, myself, and all 
who borrow my copy to read, I think will vote early and 
late to hav the pictures continued. My copy of the paper 


goes into many hands and gets pretty thoroughly worn out. 
I know the new readers of it are very often first attracted to 
it by the pictures. 
scriber I sent in and others that I hav loaned the paper to, 


That was the case with the new sub- 


who would many of them subscribe if they were financially 
able to. As you hav called for an expression of the opinion 


glance a great many things they could not be persuaded to 
read about. I will do my level best to try to secure you 
more new subscribers, although it is a hard task in an ortho- 
dox steeped city like Memphis. I also send you twenty-five 


of its friends in regard to publishing the pictures, would it 
not be well to call for a vote on the question of publishing 
stories? I hav always been interested and instructed by 


the ntmes of possible Freethinkers. I send you inclosed 
some that I fancy may subscribe. I think shortly to be 
successful in getting some added to yourlist. If not, you 


cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890. J. Wrrrow. 


THOMPSONTOWN, Jan. 17, 1890. 


Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4—for the continuance 


of Tue TRUTH SEEKER $3, for the ANNUAL twenty-five cents, 


and seventy-five cents in favor of the pictures for the year 


1890. But this is sadly al. I am hand in hand with you 
upon the great question, Freethought. 
you many subscribers. 


the bigotry and Christian ignorance surrounding me. 
Yours, etc., Jay F. HALDEMAN. 


Warren, O., Feb. 4, 1890. 


Mr. Eprron: I hav been a reader of your valuable paper 
for two years, and I could not get along very easily without 
it, for it is my Sunday Bible, and its pictures are appreciated. 
My wife is not a Liberal, but she always is the first to look 
at the pictures, and she appreciates them, and so I will vote 
for them. But if they cannot be continued I would not giv 
up the paper. I thought I might get you a subscriber, but 
I hav been 
here only four weeks and I hav learned that there are only 


Iam not very well acquainted here in Warren. 


three or four Liberals here, and they get THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


But I will do all I can to help the cause along. 
Canis. BEOR. 


QrAxERTOWR, PA., Jan. 19, 1890. 


Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1 for the one ANNUAL 


received, and for the balance send three more ANNUALS. My 
opinion is that the illustrations in Taz TRUTH SEEKER should 


be continued, and I will either send you a new subscriber or 
$1 soon to keep them going. I should indeed be sorry if 
they were discontinued, as I could not get half the young 


persons to look at the paper that I can with the illustrations. 
I might write a lengthy article in favor of the pictures, but 
will desist. 
that I should be killed for my unbelief, I am not anxious to 
keep the pittures out of their sight for fear of hurting their 
godlike feelings. D. C. WisMER. 


SILVER PLUME, CoL., Jan. 22, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find in the shape of two 


new subscribers and orders for ANNUALS, some votes in favor 
of continuing the pictures. I would rather see the paper 
cut down in reading matter than Jose the pictures. Those 
** Liberals" whom they offend had better get an illustrated 
Bible to read. Probably Heston’s cartoons are as nearly cor- 
rect as those in the Bible. The preponderance of evidence 
goes to show that they (the pictures, not the Christians) do 
more good than harm. ‘Your real good Christian that would 
not look at the pictures cannot be converted anyway; but 
there are a great many that only need to see them to become 
interested, and so go to reading when they would not other- 
wise do so. A. B. CLARE. 


. Bangor, Mz., Jan. 19, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: THz TnuvH SEEKER has become a necessity 
in my family. Ishould feel very bad to hav the pictures 
left out. They tell many times as much as that amount of 
reading would. Who is it that the pictures hurt? It must 
be some weak-kneed Liberal, or some goody-good Christian. 
If the pictures shock them, let them go and get their dear 
old Bible and read a description of them, or some other story 
they can find there—if they are at all familiar with their 
` Bible— which Mr. Heston would blush to make a picture of. 
I cannot be counted as a voter, for I cannot send a new sub- 
scriber and hav not the extra money to donate toward the 
pictures, but hope those who hav will giv liberally enough so 
you will be able to continue them, for I think it would be 
taking steps backward to leave them out. Long may the 
good old Trorg Berker flourish with the pictures kept in. 
Respectfully yours, Mrs. Sara E. GoUrp. 


Drs Morszs, Ia., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR : I gend you two new subscribers. Iam glad 
to know you hav awakened the subscribers of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and am pleased to note the work they are doing. 
I, myself, hav been sleeping, as it were, but when you spoke 
of leaving out the pictures I felt that we could not and must 


Gladly would I send 
But I àm living in & hot-bed of 
Christianity. Were Ito solicit subscribers for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER every effort would not only prove a failure, but & 
slice off myself—socially, bread and butter, and business 
generally. Knowing no names worth giving you, I deplore 


Having been told by two Protestant Christians 


will always hear from me favorably. If my purse was as 
plethoric as my wishes are good for Universal Mental Liberty, 
you should hav a boom from here. C. C. Gramann. 


Muvowaxinoor, IA., Jan. 1, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: This New Year's morning I gathered up 
what TRUTH SEEKERS were lying around and started on a 
calling expedition, distributing as I went to such as I thought 
had intelligence enough to appreciate. I got the promis of 
two new subscribers, and will try for more. That effort will 
show how we like the pictures, and that they attract more 
than they repel. My wife declares with every new copy 
that “ That man Heston ought to hav his throat cut. He 
ought to be hanged. He ought to be burnt," etc. But, she 
must read the pictures before any of us can see the paper. 
Bo when you announced that the pictures would hav to be 
discontinued for want of support, great was the lamentation 


inthishome. Bo, if need be, I will chip in to the amount of 
Giv 
me credit on your books for $5 until further orders, and use 


$1 to help continue the pictures. Inclosed fiud $5.25. 


the twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL.  GEonGE PENMAN. 


FanLINVILLE, Kan., Jan. 3, 1890. 


Mr. Epiro : Inclosed you will find $8 25 for subscription 


and the ANNUAL. I hav been a subscriber from the first, 


and THE TRUTH SEEKER is a household necessity, and I do 
not see how it could be improved. I hav sent you some 
subscribers at different times, and hav tried hard to get 


some now, but hav failed. I do hope you will get the neces. 
sary support to continue the pictures. I think they are 
excellent. My orthodox friends always want to see the pict- 
ures, and after looking at them they generally read some, 


and if it were not for the pictures they would not touch the 
I hav one of your pictures, ‘‘ The Modern Balaam,” 
on the wall at my place of business, where scores of men see 
it every day, and it is talked about more than anything else. 
Now, if I had one of John Peck’s articles, excellert as they 
always are, posted up there, it would not be noticed by-one 


paper. 


man where fifty examin the picture. H. E. Dewey. 


Sr. Jouns, ILL., Jan. 19, 1890. 


Mr. Epitor: As you request our opinions as regards the 


illustrations of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, I will say for myself, 


and also am authorized to say for Mr. Thomas Goddard, that 
I would espe- 


we are highly in favor of their continuance. 
cially refer to many remarks made by the opposition, but, 
after maturely considering how diversified the minds of men 
and women are, and that the only remedy is a growth in the 


knowledge of the laws by which we are governed, I discover 


the task too gre&t for one of my age and condition of health. 
Iam also sorry to see such a seeming dissension among our 
brothers and sisters in regard to the work of the American 
Secular Union. 
as my friend Goddard and myself recently made a pretty lib- 
eral order for books, etc., we will try in the near future to 
make another in order to assist as much as possible. Find 
ivclosed fifty cents for two copies of the ANNUAL for 1890. 
Fraternally, Wn. A. THOMPSON. 
East Ranpowrg, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav read with deep interest all John E. 
Remsburg’s witnesses say about Lincoln being a Christian, 
and every witness this able scholar brings to testify seems to 
confirm beyond doubt the affirmation that our martyred 
president, who put a shining band of friendship around the 
states, was not a Christian, but was the outgrowth of all the 
noble qualities of heart and brain that conspire to make a 
genius. I believe the cartoons are accomplishing a splendid 
work—a work words fail to do. And could a cartoon possi- 
bly be made to show the fiendish work the Christians hav 
done, by bringing together all the countless millions mur- 
dered in the past, the beholder would vow that while they 
lived they would do all in their power to hasten the happy 
day when freedom, justice, and human love wil! be the only 
stars that shine in the intellects of the human race. 
R. R. Jonzs. 


Oxana, Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: You hav invited your readers to giv their 
opinion as to the picture-lessons. You hav kept the pict- 
ures free from anything that is vulgar or immodest. Onelook 
to a boy will impress his memory more than ten lectures 
could do. A glance takes in the comic and ridiculous. Giv 


I cannot secure a new subscriber as yet, but 


every number of Tue TaurH BSEEKER for over ten years, but 
am free to confess that during all that time if a serial story 
had been published in it, probably the story would hav been 
the first thing I would hav read upon picking up the paper. 
At the same time I would know that there were other ar- 
ticles in the paper that would probably do me more good to 
read and that would giv a keener enjoyment. 
Very truly, E. W. Crovoz. 


f HAMILTON, Jan. 14, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I notice with interest the letters you are 
receiving from the friends of your paver, especially in rela- 
tion to the pictures, and among them I notice one lady who 
in expressing herself on the subject of the Heston pictures 
says they are so immodest she covers over the paper fearing 
her children will be corrupted by seeing them. Does this 
lady also cover up her Bible to prevent her children from 
seeing the vile, vulgar, obscene scenes and stories recorded 
in her loved book all the way through from Genesis to Mala- 
chi? If she does she is sensibly modest, but if not her care- 
lessness in leaving her Bible exposed to her family and then 
covering up Tue TaurH SEEKER so 83 not to be seen, seems 
like “straining at à gnat and swallowing a camel,” for I am 
not aware of there being in circulation in the English lan- 
guage a book containing so many passages and stories of an 
obscene nature as there are in that book. I hav found one 
man that will subscribe for Taz TRUTH SEEKER April next, 
at a time he is to receive his money. He wants the pictures. 

CARLTON RIOR. 


Ermira, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: I wrote you that I would pay $9—an addi- 
tional subscription—toward defraying the expense of con- 
tinuing the cartoons in Taz TRUTH Sgexer. To repeat, my 
** promis to pay” has always a cash value, especially when 
it is greatly needed in destroying the worst system of religion 
that ever cursed humanity. I hate it. I execrate it wita all 
my being more and more every day ÍI liv, and I shall never 
giv it one mcment's rest. If I could afford it, I would, in- 
stead of contributing $3, donate $300 in this much needed 
missionary work, in behalf of our liberties. So please find 
inclosed $3, for which please send me an extra copy of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER each week, which I will, on its immediate 
arrival, mail to the address of some person who will greatly 
welcome it and where it will do good missionary work for 
our cause. I will circulate it around among my large 
acquaintance of men on my two thousand miles of territory 
traveled over, first to one, then to another. By this mode of 
missionary work I hope to do even much more good than by 
getting a new subscriber. L. DEWirt GRISWOLD. 


E Sr. Josera, Mo., Jan. 15, 1890. 

Mr. Enprror: Inclosed. please find an “ X" to bring up 
my subscription on the noble old TRUTH SEZKER; and send 
me the ANNUAL, the ‘‘ Champions of the Church,” and the 
balance in such tracts as you think best for distribution, and 
I promis you I will distribute them to the best of my ability. 
By no means discontinue neighbor Heston’s pictures. They 
are worth more than their space in reading. Think of them 
offending! Why, if I were a Christian and believed as they 
say they do, I should hav my walls covered with illustrations 
of all the hideous acts that I credited God with. Think of 
worshiping a merciful God who has slaughtered millions 
and then being shocked at seeing his holy word and actions 
illustrated. Why, Christians should hav pictures on their 
walls of children starving at their mother’s breasts; of beara 
tearing the flesh from their limbs and devouring them for 
having a little fun at an aged gentleman’s expense ; of their 
God ordering the first-born of cach of their families slain ; of 
men at God’s command slaying fathers and sons and turning 
over daughters to the soldiers. If I were a Christian I would 
hav all these and thousands of others in my house, while I 
would sit down and with a broad, self-satisfied grin on my 
face ask Mr. God to pleAse giv me the good things I needed 
and make it hot for those that could not shut up their mouths 
and open their ears and take in all the slush that their well- 
salaried sky-pilots and hell-pedlers chose to pour in their ears 
audask no questions. Pictures or no picturea, I want Tux 
Trora Szzxxr, but I assure you I should feel as though I had 
lost one of my best friends if they were to be missing. The 
first time I get auywhere near Carthage I want to stop and 
giv my neighbor and friend's hand a good shake. 

R. E. Harsavag. 
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Children’s Larner. 


Edited by Miss Bosan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes s pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known az the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Mics and the Cheese. 


[Drag Miss Wixox: The other day my wife's 
anu: repeated to my lit'le granddaughter tbe fol- 
lowing lines of a fable she had learned in Eng- 
land sixty years ago :] 


'Three mice, having met in & hole in a cheese, 

Where they nibbled and figured away at their 
ease, 

Began a discourse about this thing and that, 

And at last, very naturally, spoke of the cat. 

Said one, “If I had her fast tied with a string, 

With a hearty good will both her ears I would 
wring." 

The second one said, ‘t Were I strong as a bull, 

Her nose without mercy I surely would pull.” 

The third one declared he was longing to tell her 


He'd "kick her the next time she entered the |. 


cellar." 


[This was all she could remember, bnt as ths 
child was very anxious to know the rest of the 
story, onr aunt has kindly composed the follow- 
ing sequel :] 

The cat, from hər perch on a high upper shelf, 

Peeped over and laughed long and low to herself. 

* Oh, oh! my fine fellows,” she said iu her glee, 

“ What a jolly good supper Ili make of you 
three !” 

(Now, puss, I am sorry to say; was inclined 

To rather broad language in speaking her mind.) 

“You impudent rascal! yon saucebox, who'd 
wring 

My ears long and hard, were I tied with a string ! 

Your ears and your head I'll hav off in a trice, 

For cats make no bones in their dealings with 
mice. 

You boastful young scamp who would fain be a 
bull, 2 

That my nose without mercy you surely might 
pull, 

If it comes to pull noses we'll 89e, of us two, 

Which will.pull to most purpose, and 'twill not be 
you. 

You poor little weakling, with legs like a stick, 

Who think you can hurt me by giving a kiok, 

I'm half tempted to spare you till later, but, no, 

. Down my throat with the others you'll presently 

go.” 

Now; a night on the housetop, instead of in bed, 

Had given Grimalkin a cold in her head ; 

And just at this moment an unlucky sneeze 

Caused a panic below to the mice in the cheese. 

Helter-skelter they tumbled, one over the other, 

Each one for himself, with no thought for his 
brother; 

Bolling head over heels in their fright and their 
flutter, 

They landed all three in a tub of fresh butter; 

But out again quickly, with squeal upon squeal, 

Each one feeling surely the cat at his heel, 

They soudded along o'er the rough cellar floor, 

Just in time to spring into their hole near the 
door. 


The cat, who felt better, had now, with a bound, 
Alighted quite close to their hole in the ground, 
But only in time, with great fury, to see 

The tip of the tail of the last of the three, 

As they vanished below from the light of the day, 
Leaving pussy to sad meditation a prey. ` 


- Bhe stood there awhile, then, as if in a dream, 

Turning slowly around, spied a dish of fresh 
cream. 

Boon fnll, but not happy, she sighed once or 
twice, 

Then fell in a doze, still bewailing the mice. 

Now, the moral, dear children, is clear as the gnn: 

Never boast of your doings until they are done. 

Even then ‘tis much better to modestly say, 

“t Tve done what I can in my very best way ;" 

Leaving others to judge, at least, those that are 
able, 

If you've profited aught by this plain, simple 
fable. 


[Now when this is printed in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Aunt Sarah will read it to my granddauebt-r and 
other ittie ones. W. H. Burg. 

Washington, D. € , Jan., 1890. 


te 
Astronomy. 

** Oh, what’s the use of having one word 
sound 80 much like another?" exclaimed a 
little girl, who had innocently stated that a 
man stood on a parallel, instead of a parapet. 
“ It mixes you up so!” It does indeed, and 
the results of such mixing are every day ap- 
parent, in forms more or less amusing. 

* You will always be prettier than I," said 
the same little girl to her sister, '* because 
your hair grows go even, and mine turns up 
in a cow-catcher.” 

One day the conversation turned on astron- 
omy, and one and another member of the 
family pleaded ignorance of all but the most 
elementary knowledge of the science. 

“I know the Pleiades when I see them,” 
said one, “but I've forgotten how many 
stars there ought to be.” 

“I recognize the Dipper,” said some one 
else, and at this point the youngest member 
of the family broke in: 

** And O'Brien!" cried she. “Dont you 
know O'Brien, with his sword and belt?” 
Some of them thought they did, though 


under a slightly modified name.— Youth's 
Companton. 
8 
Correspondence. 


HEBER Ciry, Uram, Jan. 29, 1890. . 

Dear Miss Wixon: I hav never written to 
the Corner before. My father has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for twelve years. I hav read 
the Children’s Corner quite a bit and am very 
much interested in it. The snow is about all 
gone in the valley, but it is deep in ‘he moun- 
tains around us. The roads are very muddy 
now. Four days ago there was good sleigh- 


ng. 
I will close, wisbing you allà happy New 
Year. Your friend, J. W. Linpsay. 
(Twelve years of age.) 


Bevpixe, Miom., Feb. 3, 1890. 
Der Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter for the Corner. I hav been 
sick for three weeks with the measles. I go 
to school and study reading, arithmetic, 
spelling, physiology, lar guage, and writing. 
Our teacher’s name is Miss Smith. Iam ten 
years old. My papa has taken Tax TRUTH 
Szrxer for along time. He has & great high 
pile of them. My papa and mamma an 
graudma hav been sick with la grippe. 
I think I hav written enough, so good-bye. 
LUELLA WEBSTER. 


Norta Huron, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I see the little girls’ 
letters in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and I thought 
I would try to write one too. I am eight 
years old and I go to school, and my school- 
teacher's name is Erveing E. Richardson. 
The term will close in three weeks. [hava 
kitten and a pet chicken and a bird. This 
is my first letter. I will try and do better 
next time. BeRTHA E. WEED. 
[Bertha has written a nice little letter and 
we are glad to welcome her to the Corner. 
We shall be pleased to hear from her again.— 
Ep. C. C.] 
Fantvus, N. X., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Dzar Aunt Susan: I wrote a letter to the 
Corner which was. published Feb. 8, 1890. 
I sent my post-office address, but it was not 
printed, and I felt so bad about it I almost 
cried, for I thought that if any of the boys 
and girls wanted to write to me they would 
&ddress to Cedar Lake, which is nota post- 
office, but only a lake near our home. I 
thought I would write to the Corner to cor- 
rect the error as soon as possible. I thank 
Aunt Susan for her pleasant remarks. 
Don't forget to write, boys and girls. 
Good-bye. Your Freethinker friend, 
Erpa 8. Brrmas. 


Sr. Ermo, TENN., Jan. 25, 1890. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon: I hav just received 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for Dec. 14, 1889, in 
which I learn of your election to the school 
board of Fall River, Mass. Let me congratu- 
late you. Although it is so long ago, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER says the hue and cry was set 
up to defeat you; that you would instruct 
the children tbat '* there is no hell.” 
That reminds me of an album verse that 
I wrote for a Methodist preacher a short time 
ago: 
Isuppose you hav somewhere seen or heard it 
rea 
That away down in his healt the fool has said, 
* There is no God " By the same token 
The wise man says if with his mouth wide open. 
Another: 
There is no God, Now, do not quake. 
There is no heaven but that yon make, 
There is no ghost, the-e is no elf, 
There is no devil but yourself. 
There ig no beli to do you ill, 
But that you fashion as you will. 
Tnere i8 no reward in form of pelf, 
There is no savior but yourself. 


i L. L. Goopwin. 

[Thanks for your interest in the Corner, 
and far kiad congratulations. May you soon 
recover from your ill health, liv long, and 
prosper.—Ep. C. C.] 


Science Column, 


About Asphalt. 


Dzar CHILDREN or Toe TEUTH SEEKER 
CORNER: As, perhaps, many of you are 8c- 
quainted with asphalt, aud also with asphalt 
pavements, and as you might not know 
where the asphalt comes from, I hav thought 
for some time now to giv you a description of 
the Pitch lake of Trinidad. Trinidad is a 
smallisland on the northeast coast of Ven- 
ezuela, South America. It isabout seventeen 
hundred and fifty-four square miles in extent, 
and contains about one hundred and ninety 
thousand inhabitants. The Pitch lake, or 
great asphalt deposit, is situated in the south- 
ern portion of the island, at a point called 
Point La Brae, on an elevation, at about one 
mile inland. The lake is about one hundred 
acres in extent, and its appearance is that of a 
dull, still, dark waste—atra regna. Its shape 
is an irregular circle, and its surface appears 
convex, being more elevated in the center 
and declining on all sides. In the center also 
the asphalt is very soft, hardening as it gp- 


proaches the sides. Except where the asphalt 
is soft, the surface is intersected by large 
fissures, varying from two to sixteen feet. 
These fissures are at all times filled with 
water. In some places, where the asphalt is 
mixed with clay or earth, may be found 
growing mosses, lichens, and other tropical 
vegetation. 

The center of the lake is called the chaudiere, 
and is at all times 80 soft that it is impossible 
to approach near it without incurring the 
danger of being engulfed. On nearing the 
center one sees and hears a constant bub- 
bling and puffing, accompanied by emissions 
of gaseous substances and the throwing up 
of a yellowish mud, quite cold and of a bitter 
saltness. At early morn the whole surface 
of the lake except the center is hard, but 
at midday it becomes so soft that it retains the 
slightest impression of the lightest impress. 
Whenever any asphalt is dug from the lake 
the hole left is soon filled up, and a perfect 
level is restored in about twenty-four to 
thirty-six hours. Any material substance of 
any weight disappears when placed on the 
soft asphalt in the center. The operation 
going on in the center may be compared to 
the ebullition of a thick substance in a large 
boiler. 

There is an Indian tradition concerning 
this lake which says that the spot occupied 
by the lake was once & thriving village, in- 
habited by a race of Carib Indians, but they 
offended the “ great spirit” and the village 
disappeared, and next morning in its place 
was found the Pitch lake. Of course, this 
must be taken con grano salus. 

la the lake during the day, may be seen 
large gangs of laborers digging the asphalt, 
which is carted by large mule carts to the 
shipping-places, and thence by vessel to Euro- 
pean and American Cities. The asphalt 
mixed with other substances is used for pav- 
ing the streets of large cities. It is noiseless, 
healthy, and cleanly. E. pos SANTOS. 

Trinidad, West Indies, Jan. 25, 1890. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1.50. A 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 

or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 883pp., $1.25 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
sorae and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illns- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


THE SAFEST CRED, 


Twzivk Orger Discourszs of Reason. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp.; $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER UO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R., G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread 1s the story of two young 


gs and a younger brother who were left parent- 
e88, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage,to make their way through the world by 
going to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. Itis ist such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admiree 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It ia really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—[Literary World. : 2 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocesn. — , : 

Bis history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
{New Haven Palladium. . . 3 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing, He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, s4gpp., $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
W the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Sienker, 
and, indeed: by all who hav examined it. Price 


35 cents. Address TuE TROTE SEEKER Oo. 
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LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


: MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order o* 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., %5 Cents. 
KF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 Cents, 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authoriz:à Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SELKER 00., 
98 Lafavetts Place. New York. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Wort", Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. HASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fe~ a dollar. 
, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS, 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onglaug hts on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 centa. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Now READY. 


. A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
Cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the Venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
Irée to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: nevor to his sel- 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12m0, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘Hebrew 
Mythology,” '' The Oareer of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. | work.—Prof. J. M. P 


—[Ps. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12m0, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hxact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, - - 


$1.00. 


TYRY-SQUARE, 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion, 
l BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole ad ob Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 
guago, and easily understood. There is just sufti. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME 8 REASON 


A Memoir of Obristian and Extra-Christian Expe- 
rience, 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure iogle is capable of inflicting.—[{Oritical Re- 


viow. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
f Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. .: 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast evor published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Perseeutions. 
8vo. 1,119pp. Oloth, $3: leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 

History, Religion, Philosophy, and 

Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 

Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Each Page. 
BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
This book shows that many Ohnstians might 


Address 


learn much from these ancient heathen.—A meri. | 


can Bookseller, 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
ress in all ages.— National Quarterly Review, 

The author has shown himeelf a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
menta of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cíncinnati Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: “ The purest 
and gentlest spirit of ail the pagan world.” Meri- 
vale says: “Of all the line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: ‘The noblest seul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: ' He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 


Extra Cloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafsyette Place. Naw York. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


- For the benefit of our read- 
E hors who preserve their papers 
ai Ewe offer a new style of binder. 


rinted in 
= gold letters on the outside. 
| ee == This binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other garte: J 
Bent by mail gstpaid, for 21. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versifled, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings. 


With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘ Path of | 


Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
eebles. 


Tho book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Osylon, The “Banner of Light,” 
*  Religio-Philosophieal Journal,” and many 8 irit- 
ualist papers and leoturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Cloth, 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
Bx B. F. UspERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 
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opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 8: roadway, N. X. 


CENTS WANTED cs scott 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


B, 


NATURAL AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. : 

The Boston Post says: “This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work. 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 
^ x M. L. Horszoox, M.D. 


Godey's Lady's Book says: ** We giy our cordial 
approbation to this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are fully con 
vinced, reliable.” Price by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Oarefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2, by mail. Ilus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Children of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. i 


Bx M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 

The Sotentifo American says: “This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possibies parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 

EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
OB, 
Foon AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORE. 


The New York Herald saya: “Dr. Holbrook’s 
book ie among the Very best of its kind.” g 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make & 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
ereaeing health, strength, and longevity." $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH BESKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think 

of a ministers praying God to kil grasshop- 

erg, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price; 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cente 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Argument by R. G. Ingersoll 
IN THE 
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IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh..........« 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. _ 
Underwood. ........ sestscssrcerseseeteestens 25 
4 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witeheraftto Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions, Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essay ou Miracles. David Hume...,....... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh......ccccocssereseseeees 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
11 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: lts Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts... 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake..............- 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Man à Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There à God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES; 

1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.",...... 5 
'8 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Withont AnswerS......... 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin. .................. 10 
T Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zeulons Christian....... 10 
8 Search After Heaven und Hel. A. Holy- 
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sae 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas, Bradlaugh...... 5 
5 
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10 A Few Words about the Devil..............- 
11 New Life of Jacob.........eee cere eee eerte 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh... 6 
19 New Life of Abraham. . Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Brad augh... 65 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for 53, and $10 worth for $5. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 


TRIAL OF 6C, B. REYNOLDS 


FO 


"BLASPHEMY," 


At Morristown, New Jersey. 


Stenographtcally reno and revised by the au 
thor. 


Handsome 8vo, 88 pp. beautiful type, fine paper: 
Price, cloth, 60 cents: paper, 25 cents, or 
2 per dozen. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
3? Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


The Agnsstic Annual 
FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS. 


OONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality......8amuel Laing 
A Joseph Ellis 


Addrse# 


John Wilson, M.A. 

Above: A Poem........... rrene., We Stewart Ross. 
The Evolution of the Agnostio Idea 

R. Bithell, B Son, Ph.D. 

The New Fatalism..............-..--«.... B. Russell. 

Descartes’s Proof of the Existence of a God. 


F. J. Gould. 
A Poem. .......... PEE eects W r 
The Free Expression of Opinions..G. F. Underhill. 
Fragments................. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 


Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 


Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistios of the World. 
More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. . 
ONLY TWENTE BIVB. CENTA 
For $50 worth of '* Cold Facts" boiled down in a 
Notshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Seientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistie 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po. cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo-. 
logical. 20 cents. E 


s J 

Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burasss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In-' 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rey. Jonn Marries. Fully reported,! 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents., ^ T7 


E 
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Srygverent Remarks. 


A Lesson in Morals. 
From Life. 


A Trustee of the Metropolitan Museum: 
« What are you doing here upon the Sab- 
bath ?” 

Laboring Man: ‘‘I would like to see the 
interior of the museum.” 

Trustee (with much severity): ‘‘ What! 
Upon the Sabbath? Come some week-day, 
blasphemous wretch !” 

Laboring Man: “But Iam hard at work 
other days to support my family, and unless 
I see it Sundays I shall never see it at all.” 

Trustee: ‘‘ Then never see it atall. Better 
stay away than jeopardize your soul.” 

Laboring Man (surprised): ‘ Jeopardize 
my soul! Why, I had heard these museum 
had an elevating influence.” ` 

Trustee: ‘‘ Yes, but not on Sundays." 

Laboring Man: ‘‘That’s very curious! 
Why do you think so?” 

Trustee: ‘‘ Because it is wicked.” 

Laboring Man: ‘ Wicked! I can’t be 
lieve it.” ^ 

Chorus of About Fifty Million Americans: 

_“ Nor we, either.” 

Trustee: ‘‘ What, defiance? Away, im- 
pious brutes! Away, blasphemers !” 

[He retires to his own house, which is filled 
with beautiful works of art, and there tries to 
realize the enormity of their sin.] 


Tue Rev. T. De Witt Talmage rests his 
principal claim to greatness on the sweet 
oratory which is his most potent wespon in 
devil-fighting. Possessing a smooth, gentle, 
and insinuating voice, he adds to it a courtli- 
ness of gesture and a dignity of demeanor 
outrivaling even the famous orators of old. 
People of coramercial instincts hav suggested 
that Mr. Talmage might hav reached a greater 
degree of eminence had he become an auc- 
tioneer instead of a minister, but when one 
considers the revenue he receives from the 
syndicating of his sermons before they are 
preached, one must admit that his is not such 
a bad job after all. It has often been ques- 
tioned which Mr. Talmage hated worse— 
newspaper men or the devil. Some of his 
sermons hav been quite as bitter against the 
former as tte latter. But the newspaper men | 
could talk back better than the gentleman 
whose office is located in the lower regions, 
&nd the net result of the sermons was the 
securing to Mr. Talmage of an amount of 
advertising from which his quiet, retiring 
nature must hav shrunk with the utmost 
aversion. Mr. Talmage has always been of 
opinion that St. Paul's sermon at the Acropolis 
did not do justice to the place, so, after a lapse 
of some eighteen hundred years, he has gone 
over and righted matters by preaching one of 
his own sermons from the same spot occupied 
by St. Paul. The Christian world will now 
breathe easier. Mr. Talmage might best be 
described as a simple, devout Christian, and 
in his lexicon there are no auch words as 
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able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


e. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 
The number of heads under which you hav 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for: 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, butin the principles of self-government.— 


vds be. 
J.J.MeOsbe. E TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
DIAMONDS. 


nprecedented offer. No other house so fair 

ig oust to giv my Liberal friends throughont 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test 
and compare my goods and prices with those o 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanitd by contract that 
Cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Oarrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardropa, worth $600, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studa, Hair Orns- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $80; do., worth $30, 
for $223; do., worth $20, for $15. Yo 
goods daily for one year. It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selestions sent to responsible parties On, &p- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


i jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold, 
sixteen Jomnator, Breguet hair-spring, beautiful 
double-paneled dial, and all modern improye- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver cage, $23.10; five-ounce, $25; six-ounce, $27. In 
open face. best filled gold case: $27; hunting, $33; 
ão., Louis XIV.,$35. In fourteen carat solid gold, 
$50 to $150. Sent prepaid, and oash refunded if 

i tory, f 
not satisface i. WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 
Established 1857. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Centr, 


You Can wear these. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.3 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral, —Exiract,. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEXER Oo. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benserr. 
10 cents. 


Is a regularly educated 
nnd legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice wili prove. 
Send I ets. for his Pri» 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, iudescretious and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Applieation.—- 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those afflict. 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unrelinble practiti- 
oners have becu frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — T'he National View, 


LLOWS, 
N.J. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and & 
very suecessiul physician, He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—The Liveral. 


Stews af the Wek 


Ar Newburgh, N. Y., Sunday before last, 
during a church service, Jacob Zingler rose 
and began clapping his hands. Tsen he' 
hustled the other occupants out of the pew, ! 
took a position in the aisle and bowed to the i 
pastor, and sauntered out. He had longi 
been in a state of religious excitement, and 
his mind had given away. 


Panrs of China are dis- 
tressed by famin. 


8vo, 835pp. 


Satan, 


$vo,957pp. Cloth, $8 per vcl.: the 
2 vols., $5; leatcer. $7; mo- 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
. BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Cotorapo suffered a 


blizzard on the 16th. 


Mexico is suffering 


badly from the grip. 


Sr. Louis had two mild 


earthquake shocks on the 


10th. 


GENRRAL Saerman hes 


just celebrated his seven- 


tieth birthday. 


Lisoors'!s birthday was 


commemorated with en- 


thusiasm in all the larger 
ciues. 

ANDREW CARNEGIE will 
expend $1,000,000 in 
public libraries for Pitts- 


burgh. 


OxvsrzR vessels about 


Maryland and Virginia 
report the loss of twenty 
lives by storms. 


Firry women of Lath- 
rop, Mo., will be indicted 
for breaking into saloons 
and emptying the liquor. 


Tue sentence given the 
young duke of Orleans 
for returning to France 


is two years’ imprison- 
ment. * 


AT Hull, Canada, 
trouble between the rival 
religions is at such a 
hight that militia are 
held in readiness. 


A REPORT from Iowa 
reveals that fourteen of 
the state superintendents 
and four-fifths of the 
teachers there are women. 


feet. 


IwoENDIARIEB seem to be making efforts to 
destroy the town of Marceliine, Mo., and hav 
burnt thus far many of the best buildings. 


Srnoz January 1st 42 burglaries and high- 
way robberies hav been committed in the 
neighborhood of Reading, Pa., by a band of 
tramps and outlaws. 


Fere.ixe against England is still strong in 
Portugal. It is rumored that that nation has 
invited Spain to unite with her and take Gi- 
braltar from England. 


Governor L! RRABEE of Iowa in his message 
advocates the Australian ballot system and 
municipal suffrage for women, end condemns 
any form of saloon license. 


BnaziL has established national holidays, 
one being July 4:h. probably out of compli- 
ment to the United States. Our country has 
given the new government official recogni- 
tion. 


Tur Manitoba legislature on the 12th abol- 
ished the use of French as an cfficial lan- 
guage. The French members made a bitter 
resistance, end will carry an appeal to the 
throne. 


OozaN vessels are troubled by bergs and 
packs of ice that hav been blown down as 
far south as the course of European steamers. 
One field of ice that a ship had to skirt was 


174-miles long. 


Tue volcano of Mount Zoo, Japan, recently 
had am eruption by which the top of the 
mountain was lifted off. Dwellers near by 
fied, and though a village was destroyed only 
one life was lost. ; 


In consequence of the emperor’s profession 
of readiness to inaugurate some scheme to 
better the workingman’s lot, the Socialists of 
Germany will not hold their proposed general 
labor strike in May. 


A BAPTISM in the Ohio river of converts 
from Utica, Ky., on the 5th, was scandalized 
by a sad hair-pullicg and scratching fight be- 
tween two of the female candidates as they 
Were about to enter the water. f 


Tax pastor, or prophet, of the Shermanites, 
a religious sect in St. Clair county, Ala., pre- 
dicted that the world would end on the 16th, 
&nd great numbers 0f people neglected work 
and maddened themselvs with religious ex- 
citement for weeks until the final disappoint- 
ment. 


A rew days ago at Crawfordsville, Ark., 
a mob took a man named Corvett to the 
scene of a murder he had committed and with 
a hatchet cut off his arms, legs, and neck. 
He had assaulted and murdered a Miss Goss, 
and then returning home drunk, told his 
wife, and threatened to kill her if she told. 
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the Holy Ghost, 


AND REFORMERS. 


Teachers 
New Schools of 
‘tists, eto. (who were not 


ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g» 6., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
` THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


BOAZ IS FRIGHTENED. 
And it came to pass, at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself; and, behold, a woman lay at his 


And he ssid, Who arí thou? Aud she answered, lam Ruth th 
handmaid; for thou aré a near kinsman.—Ruth iii, 8, 9. 
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GUBS AND RELIG:ONS|WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, 
‘ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, C 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 

p. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religions Systems of the World. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Thought, Eminent Boien- 
i Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


y handmaid; spread therefore thy skirt over thy 
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Gems of Ghonght. 

Tur cause of knowledge, in a more en. 
larged sense, the cause of general knowledge 
and of popular education, had no warmer 
friends, nor more powerful advocates, than 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson. On this 
foundation, they knew, the whole republican 
system rested; and this great and all-impor- 
tant truth they strove to impress by all the 
means in their power. 
Mr. Adams expresses the 
atrong and just senti- 
ment, that the education 
of the poor is more im- 
portant, even to the-rich 
themselvs, than all their 
own riches. On this 
great truth, indeed, is 
founded that unrivaled, 
that invaluable political 
and moral institution, 
our own blessing, and 
the glory of our fathers 
—1he New Xingland sys- 
tem of free schools.— 
Daniel Wibster. 


WE are getting more 
real solid sense. The 
school-house is the finest 
building in the village. 
Weare writing and read- 
ing more books; we are 
painting and buying 
more pictures; we are 
struggling more and 
more to get at the phi- 
losophy of life, of things. 
—JIngersoll. 


Tre ruinous conse- 
quences of standing ar- 
mies to free communities 
may be seen in the his- 
tories of Syracuse, 
Rome, and many other 
once flourishing states; 
some of which hav now 
scarce a name! Soldiers 
are taught to consider 
arms as the only arbiters 
by which every dispute 
is to be decided between 
contending states; they 
are instructed implicitl 
to obey their command- 
ers, without inquiring 
into the justice of the 
cause they are engaged 
to support; hence it is, that they are ever 
to be dreaded as the ready engins of tyranny 
and oppression.—Joseph Warren. 


Every war terminates with an addition of 
taxes, and consequently with an addition of 
revenue; and in any event of war, in the 
manner they are now commenced and con- 
cluded, the power and interest of govern- 
ments are increased. War, therefore, from 
its productivness, as it easily furnishes the 
pretense of necessity for taxes and appoint- 
menta to places and offices, becomes the prin- 
cipal part of the system of old governments ; 
and to establish any mode to abolish war, 
however advantageous it might be to nations, 
would be to take from such government the 
most lucrativ of its branches. The frivolous 
matters upon which war is made, show the 
disposition and avidity of governments to 
uphold the system of war, and betray the 
motiva upon which they act.—Paine. 


Conpition of Europe under the religious 
rule of the Middle Ages: A general eclipse 
of common sense and science. A wide-spread 
epidemic of anti-naturalism, miracle-worship, 
and self-torture. Rapid decline of industry. 
The neglect of rational agriculture turning 
thousands of fertil fields into deserts. Sys- 
tematic suppression of political, personal, 
and intellectual liberty. Religious terrorism, 
culminating in man hunts and wholesale 
massacres. General ignorance, brutal abase- 
ment of the lower classes. Squalid misery 
of domestic life, general indifference to the 
beauties of nature and the blessings of health. 
A thousand years’ interregnum of science, 
faith usurping the throne of reason, every 
branch of human knowledge withered by 
the poison of supernaturalism, literary activ- 
ity limited to the production of homilies and 
miracle-legends, education devoted to the 
suppression of natural instincts and the sub- 
stitution of submissiv belief for the love of 
truth and free inquiry. Decadence of the 
fine arts, natural science merged in a deluge 
of superstition. Summary: Darkness, 
misery, and slavery.—Prof. Oswald in The 
Secret of the Hast, 


AT that period of human society [before 
1789], what was the people? It was igno- 
rance. What was religion? It was intoler- 
ance. And what was justice? It wasinjus- 
tice.— Victor Hugo. 


CHRISTIANITY has dreamed a sad dream and 
does not welcome the morning with joy. 
The mother tella her falsehoods to her child, 
but, thank heaven, the child does not grow 
up in its parent’s shadow.— Thoreau. 


I BELIEVE that every good father and good 
mother wants to see the son and the daughter 
climb higher upon the great and. splendid 
moünt of thought than they reached.—4nger- 
soll. 
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MARRIAGE AS A 


“SACRAMENT.” 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Twat polyphonous old polysyllabist, Jo- 
sephus Cook, exclaims the Sun, discussed 
the following topics during his talk jamboree 
in Boston yesterday: ‘ Minority Rule in 
Congress; Remnants of Rebellion in. Wash- 
ington; Ballot Reform; State and National 
Reform in Congressional Proceedings; the 
Pan-American Congress.” Josephus can 
pump more wind into his organ of speech 
than any other living man. It is curious to 
think how many cases of deafness would not 
hav occurred if he had been born dumb. 


Tur Telephone, England, says: Probably 
the most dangerous trust is the Lord trust, 
in which the Lord is trusted to do certain 
things that the trusters are too lazy and shift. 
less to do for themselvs. You may trust to 
your banker to take care of a promissory 
note for you when it becomes due, if you 
first deposit a sufficient sum to meet it; and, 
by the same token, you can trust to the Lord 
to bless you in your undertakings, if you put 
up the collaterals, Industry, Energy, and 
Faithful Application, If anyone claims that 
this doctrin is not taught in the Bible, we 
can answer, like the backwoods preacher, 
“ Tt ought to be.” ] 


Tux bill of the Quebec legislature to grant 
one hundred acres of land to farmers having 
twelve living children is creating considerable 
comment throughout the province, and every 
one is figuring in the glorious expectation of 
claiming the rich prize offered and bonus 
given for productivness. Louis XIV. (Louis 
the Great) offered & premium on families of 


ten and twelve children, and, following his 
good example, Premier Mercier proposed the 
measure, which was adopted by the Quebec 
legislature. The effect upon the community, 
the government contend, will be not only to 
encourage domestic habits, but to engender 
and cement a feeling of paternal regard 
between the two noble races of which the 
population is composed. 


Tur Trours Srexsr, with its usual saga- 
cious enterprise, has published in its columns 
a Symposium upon Freethought. The ques- 
tions submitted for answers are the follow- 
ing: ‘‘ Is there an Affirmativ, Positiv, Con- 
structiv side to Freethought? If not, the 
reason why? If there be, in what, in your 
opinion, does it consist, and in what should 
it consist ?” Most of the prominent writers in 
the Freethought ranks hav replied to the 
queries; and, so far as we hav seen, they all 
aree that Freethought Aas an ‘‘Affirmativ, 
Positiv, and Constructiv side.” As it should 
be, Colonel Ingersoll leads off in the Sympo- 
sium. We are glad to announce that the 
whole of the papers will shortly be published 
in pamphlet form at a low price, and thus 
our readers will be able to peruse the various 
speeches in their entirety.—Secular Thought. 


Dr. De Wirr TarwaGE, says Truth, is 
probably one of the most audacious humbugs 
in the orthodox pulpit. Here he has been on 
a flying visit to Jerusalem, said to be in the 
interest of & publishing house that desires him 
to write a life of Christ. While in that his- 
toric city he went up a hill that he supposed 
to be Calvary, and thinking it would be a 
good speculation tried to buy it, but there 
being à Moslem burying-ground there it could 
not be purchased. He then, to use his own 


words, rolled a reddish stone down the hill, 
had it loaded on the back of a camel, and 
brought it home to be the corner-stone of his 
new temple. To the ordinary scholar this 
must all be very side-splitting, for the ordi- 
nary scholar knows that the traditional Cal- 
vary is covered by & church and is within the 
walls of the present city, and Dr. Talmage 
would hardly attempt to buy the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher. And this is the man 
who is going to write a life of Christ and 
took a dash at the wrong sites before doing 
it. If he had only employed the common 
research of a conscientious preacher and con- 
sulted Schaff or Strong or any of the multi- 
tudinous books on Jerusalem which ought to 
be in his own library, he would not hav made 
this mistake. 


AT the dinner of the Legal Protectiv Asso. 
ciation of Cigar Manufacturers at Delmonico’s 
on the evening of the 20th, David Hirsh, in 
speaking for ‘‘ The Cigar Industry,” referred 


to Colonel Ingersoll as a divise who had dig-- 


nified the gathering with his presence. Colo- 
nel Ingersoll kissed his hand in recognition of 
the cheers with which this compliment to him 
was greeted. General Woodford referred to 
his near neighbor as the Rev. Robert G 
Ingersoll, and remarked that time had hung 
both their scalps to his girdle. Colonel Inger- 
soll spoke for ** Tobacco.” ‘* As to baldness 
being a sign of age,” he said, ‘‘the youngest 
persons I ever saw were bald. Now as to 
my toast, I am called upon to speak for the 
divine plant called tobacco. I hav loved it 
all my life—that is, since I was ten years old, 
and Iliked the first chew of old plug I put 
into my mouth a8 well as I do now. "There's 
too much hypocrisy about the use of tobacco; 


thousands use it and lie about it. I want you 
to use it and defend its use, because it adds 
something to the value and happiness of life. 
In spite of the thunders of the pulpit and the 
anathemas of physicians, its use is increasing, 
and this is because the brain of man cravesit. 
What would we do without it? Think of 
waiting fora train without tobacco! Think 
of crouching in the deadly rifle-pit without 
tobacco! What would those do who add 
value to life by spanning the world with the 
rainbows of fancy without tobacco? All use 
tobacco and are the better for it. Hav the © 
courage of your happiness and defend its use. 
Tobacco is & luxury, and on that account I 
want the tax on itremoved. No matter what 
necessaries cost, I want cheap luxuries. They 
say luxuries should be taxed because the rich 
pay forthem. Why, labor pays all the taxes 
in the world! It is the only solvent thing 
beneath the stars. The diamonds which glis- 
ten on the bosom of beauty are paid for by 
labor. I want tobacco. absolutely free in 
these United: States. Some want poor devils 
to do all the work in this world and smoke in 
the next. I want them to smoke in this. 
The fumes which arose from the pipe of 
peace of the Indian were as different from the 
clouds of war as heaven and hell—are there 
any such places? Tobacco is the best plant 
that grows on the face of the earth. Person- 
ally, I would rather do without any other 
vegetable. . I pity the ancients, who had to do 
without it, and I envy Columbus, who was 
the first European to see its smoke rise over 
the fsir isle of Cuba. This new world has 
given no better gift to mankind than the celes- 
‘tial leaf. Gentlemen, giv us straight goods, 
and future generations will rise up and call 
you blessed." 
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Communications. 


The Churek and the Stage. 


To large-minded persons, it may seem a work cf 
supererogation to gravely consider in this advanced 
age of the world's progress, the question of the util- 
ity cf the stage as a factor in the education of the 
people, snd I readily acknowledge that in again ex- 
posing the fallacies anc absurdities in ihe arguments 
urged against such amusements as are afforded st the 
theater I am doing somathing very much in the 
nature of “slaying a dead horse.” 

Bub when my oppenents insisi noi 
defunct creature is still alive, bub in “splendid con- 
dition,” ig is necessary $o show thet the poleax of 
raason did aciusliy perform iis work effectually in 
the past and that the same weapon is fit for similar 
execution to-day. 

THE STAGE A POWERFUL RIVAL. 

The truth is, tho 8 Rag 3 i 
world of art whica 
clergy snd pious isymen, however 
sued, will fail to desizoy. 

No doubt ihe clergy feel that the siage is a very 
powerful rival to the church; and the clergy hate 
nothing so much as competition. 

Persons who regularly patronize theaters, more- 
over, even if they be of a religious tura of mind, get 
weaned from attendance ab church in tirne—et ail 
events, from the Protestant qhurch. i 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS MORE ARTISTIC 

Its service, with its irapo?!mng procession of priests 
carrying incense, the greai esudies burning in the 
oratory, its grand mass given by professionsi voosi- 
ists with orchestrali accompaniment—is at ones 
more dramatic and impressiv than that of the Church 
of England. 

Henco wa very rsrely hear of a Catholic priest in- 
veighing against the theater. 

Indeed, in his case the retori would be ico obvious. 

Many Christians appear to forget that in medieval 
times the church was ertistic, and passion plays 
were given in connection with it—plays in which 
Jesus Christ was hero, the Virgin Mary heroin, and 
Judas Iscariot the heavy villsin. Whether comedy 
scenes vere sandwiched betwesn the more serious 
ones, I ara unable to say, but certain it is that many 
intricate piots were built oub of very seanty, un- 
dramatic ikough perfectly scriptural materials. Even 
in the reign of Henry IT. “holy plays” were given 
regularly to set forth miracles. Nor ie this ali. All 
the best tunes of the church were taken from operatic 
sources. In fact, for ages 

ALL ART WAS IN THE KEEPING OF THE CHURCH. 
The great sculptor, the grout artist, ino great musi- 
cian—each found he could liv only by working in 
connection with the popular faith. 

When, therefore, Christians insist thet art wes sus- 
tained and nurtured by the church, it is enough to 
reply that the church at this time had all ihe wealth, 
sll ihe learning, all the power, all the influence—and 
artists had no option but to work for the church or 
perish. 

It is algo true that too many great artists were 
profoundly imbued with the spirit of religion—they 
were sincerely in earnest about it; and this in addi- 
tion to their earnestness, enthusiasm, and love for 
their art eontributed toward the creation of those 
magnificent works of art which are & living monu- 
ment to the genius of many of the great dead. 

A time eame, however, when the church lost its 
power with the intelligent portion of the community, 
and with it came a gradual desadence of art. Indeed, 
when the puritanical spirit had got a strong hold cf 
the people, art, science, and literature were tempora- 
ri banished—snd a strong repugnance was mani- 
fested by the clergy toward sil kinds of amuse- 
ments. ; 

Religion alone wae sacred—al! arb was izeated ag 
profane, and the church vigorously dencunced per- 
sons who attended theaters and other places of 
public amusement as wicked and corrupt beings who 
were hurrying rapidly down ths “broad path that 
leadeth to destruction.” With tho accession cf 
Puritanism came a period of unspeskable gloom. 

HE WHO LAUGHED WAS A BLASPHEMER. 
And he who endeavored io make life in this wovid 
pleasant and comfortable deserved nothing short of 
everlasting punishment in hell fire. 

Some Christians who are favorable to the stage 
to-day urge that the theater has very much improved 
since these ancient puritenical daye, and co also, we 
may reply, has the Church. Many of the old and 
barbarous doctrine hav been considerably modified, 
even where they av not been abandoned altogether. 
Bub still some of the old school of the Christians 
survive avd hav recently revived the “theater” con- 
troversy in England again. ` 

A Wesleyan minister named the Rev. Frenk Bal- 
lard a short time ago wrote an inoffensiv pamphlet 
on “ Modern Church Amusements: Are They Script- 
ural or Devilish?” in which he contended that rational 
amusement wes necessary and beneficial to mankind 
and was noi opposed to the spirit of Christianity, 


20 
v 


only that the 


tion in tho 


woo 


acks of 


ssiduously pur- 


pret. 


fo 


whereupon a number of Christian divines, dissenters 
of the Church of England, swooped down upon poor 
Ballard with a view of showing him, first, that he 
was no Christian, and second, that if he was, he knew 
nothing of holy writ. Upon the first point I express 
no opinion, but on the second I am inclined to think 
thet the orthodox clergy hav the best of the argu- 
menit. X" i 

Scriptural texts in favor of amusements of any sort 
we may soek for in vain. 

Christians are adjured to think not of the things 
of this world, but of the glory of the nexé. , 

* Beware," says the New Testament, “lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and nob after Christ" (Col. ii, 8). And Chris- 
tians are further warned: “But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
ihan that which we hav preached unto you let him 
be accursed " (Gal. i, 8, 9). Of course if this world is 
“a vale of tears ” to be borne with lowliness of epirit 
jand submission, anything that is caleulated to make 
j one forget the sorrow and pain of life may froma 
Christian point of view be regarded as a sin. And 
inis is the view taken by one of the Christian oppo- 
nents of Mr. Ballard, who sums up that gentleman’s 
philosophy in the following way: “Let us eat, drink, 
and be merry, while life lasta; for 

THERE IS NO HELL; 
or, if there is, God is too good to send any of his 
creatures there except for a short time; and if you 
do fail here you will hav a better chance heresfier, 
ind are sure to gst to heaven at last no matter how 
ou liv on earth." 

I quite admit that if there be a hell no man with 
& heart to fsel for his fellows could be quite happy 
if he thought that any of them by attending a 
theater was increasing his chances, if not making it 
a certainty, that he would go thera. 

As a Freathinker, I hav no belief in a hell; I hav, 
however, a strong belief in the healthful and eduoca- 
tions] value of. tbe theater. Bui let us ses 

WHAT ARE THE CHARGES BROUGHT 
by this anonymous parson against the promoters and 
paironizers of public amusements. 

Here are his words, lot us seb them out snd ex- 
amin them. First, what are the results, not of in- 
noeent, but of “devilish amusement,” as it is pro 
moted by the churches end Sunday-schools, aud 
which Mr. Ballard, the Wesleyan minister, seeks to 
justify? We enswer, When the population of 
Liverpool was 400 000 the Sabbath morning’s sttend- 
ance on public wozehip was ebcout 100,000. Twenty- 
eight yeera later, when the population bad increased 
600,000, with an increase of churches, chapels, and 
Sundsy-achools end ministers, ete., “the devil's mis- 
sion of amusement and the new theology," had þe- 
some so popular that Archdeacon Farrar could pro- 


claim at the church congress in Manchester, 
* HELL HAS BEEN BANISHED 

from nearly every pulpit in England,” the Sunday 
morning attendance on publie worship was found to 
be 60,000, ox 40,000 iess cut of 600 000 than when 
the populxiion was only 400,000, and foclisb amuse- 
ments were not slowed, asd ministers were in the 
regular habit of preaching, to use the words of Mr. 
Bailard, in terms thai gathered blackness like a 
bailstone passing down a chimney, as their prede- 
cezsors had done for the last three hundred years.” 

A falling off of the Sunday morning attendance at 
ehureh in Liverpool is due then, according to thia 
Givine, to the Saturday night rush to the theaters. 
This explanation has, at least, the merit of novelty. 
The probability iz, however, that the decrease is due 
to an aitogether different cause. Ii may be that the 
eommon kense of the people has enabied them to 
digeover that the clergy hav nothing to teach. In 
thas case the church suffers from having 

BEEN FOUND OUT. 

The people seem to hav had enough of the “ fool- 
ish amussmonis” provided by orinodox entertainers. 
They hav done with cani; end in future prefer to 
take their pleasure in amusements that please, in- 
stead of at & sort of entertaining penance. 

It is consequently an sgreesbie fact to find that 
there is a considerable falling off in church attend- 
ance, and it would be still more gratifying to learn 
thet those who hav ceased to attend church hav 
found some other place where entertainment and in- 
struction are imparted of a higher and more bene- 
ficial character. 

The secoud charge of this anonymous person is, 
that “actors and actresses never hav been and never 
can be regarded as a respectable class of society.” 

It is perfectly true that, in the past, the actor 
found some difficulty alike in taking his proper posi- 
tion in society and in the world of art. But this 
was largely due to a religious prejudice against his 
“gsliing.” An actor was s sort of outcast. Relig- 
ous folk regarded bim ss bad—because he made 
people forget the supposed horrors in store for them 
in the next world. 

But to-day 
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THE ACTOR IS WELCOMED IN THE BEST OF SOCIETY. 
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pany; princes snd kings “command” him to visit 
their palaces and entertain them. 
The snonymous divine goes further and affirms 
that “theaters are such schools of profanity, immo- 
rality, aad irreligion that every neighborhood where 
a theater stands is infected as with a moral leprosy. 
The generality of those who attend theaters are 
rakes, gamblers, drunkards, fast men and loose 
women.” 
Profane and irreligious the people who attend 
theaters may be, but their morality is probably 
equal, if not superior, to that of many who attend 
church. f 
This parson admits that out of 649 prisoners in a 
certain jail 593 had been Sunday-school scholars ; 
and Í hav no doubt that a study of the statistics 
wouid show that a majority of criminals in this coun- 
try are not drawn from the irreligious theater- goers, 
but from the ranks “who profess and call themselvs 
Christians,” and who occasionally, if not regularly, 
attend either church or chspel. A study cf history 
further demonstrates that prostitutes in all countries 
are believers in religion ; and though it may be true 
that they sometimes ply their abominable trade out- 
side theaters, it is equally true that they do the same 
thing outside churches and chapels in all large cities. 
At length, however, the learned divine reaches his 
great point, and that is this, that stage plays are in 
themeelys bad, and therefore even the pure minded 
and the cultured hav nothing to learn from witness- 
ing a performance of them. With Cowper he affirms: 

From first to last it was an evil place, 

For such things are acted there as make 

The devils blush, and from their neighborhood 

Angels and holy men trembling retire. 
The anonymous divine does not discriminate. 
condemns ali plays alike at one stroke. 
Shakspere, Beaumont snd Fletcher, Addison, 
Sheridan, Oliver Goldsmith, Sheridan Knowles, W. 
G. Wills, Palgrave Simpson, H. J. Byron, James 
Aiberry, Tom "Taylor, Henry Arthur Jones, Robert 
Buchanan, Henry Petitt, and George R. Sims, all 
estimated at ihe same value and their works uncere- 
moniously pronounced worthless. But let us briefly 
consider 
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THE PROVINCE OF THE STAGE 

and seo how far it fuifilis its purpose. What, then, 
ig the function of the stage—the ultimate object of 
the play? 

Ruskin says, “All good art is didactic in its 
essence,” and this is as true of the histrionic as of 
any other art. Shakspero defines the object of the 
drama to be to “hold up, asit were the mirror to 
nature; to show virtue her own. feature, scorn her 
own image, and the very age and body of the time, his 
form and pressure.” 

But do the plays of our day properly fulfill their 
function ? 

In my judgment they dag Of course it is no 
good to present the highest form of art to the poor, 
uncultured work-people who flock to the theaters 
from the poorer neighborhocds of the metropolis, or 
in the previuees. They would not understand it 
and it would hav few charms for them. As well 
try to tesch them mathematics before they under- 
stand the elementary rules of arithmetic; as well 
endeavor to make them appreciate the best music 
before they hav had the slightest training in melody, 
as expect them to understand and appreciate true 
acting or great plays until they hav received the 
necessary instruction to fit them to understand them. 
But the church is responsible for a good deal of this 
lack of appreciation. The clergy hav libeled the 
actor’s calling, denied its utility, and the people hav 
received no encouragement to patronize and support 
the art—and in the past until the education act of 
1870 their education was entirely neglected. 

Despite all this the drama, during the last quarter 
of & century, has greatly improved, and classical 
plays hav been represented at West End theaters 
with unparalleled success. “Hamlet,” with Mr. 
Henry Irving as the prince, had a phenomenal run 
of three hundred nights at the Lyceum, and this was 
followed by “The Merchant of Venice,” “Much Ado 
About Nothing," * Mecbsth," and other plays of the 
highest order, all of which were duly appreciated by 
the educated classes. During the last quarter of a 
century, too, the theater-going public hav been able 
to witness such distinguished tragedians as Salvini, 
Phelps, Creswick, Edwin Booth, Charles Dillon, 
Barry Sullivan, and Henry Irving; such honorable 
artistes a8 Ellen Terry, Mary Anderson, Mrs. Her- 
mann Vezin, and such capital comedians as David 
James, J. T. Toole, Chas. Wyndham, Lionel Brough, 
Beerhoim Tree, Mat Robson, Edward Terry, eto., and 
a number of excellent actors of second rank hay ap- 
pesred at minor theaters for the edification and 
amusement of the populace. 

On the whole the plays presented, at all events in 
London, hav been of educational and moral value. 
Who that saw the lata John Clayton as Hugh Trevor 
in “ All for Her,” could doubt that the stage may be 
the medium of imparting the highest moral teach- 
ing? Did not Tom Taylor impart a noble lesson in 
his admirable play of “The Ticket of Leave Man ?” 
or Charles Reade in “ Never too Late to Mend?” 
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Were Henry Arthur Jones and Henry Hermann 
pandering to & low or depraved taste when they 
wrote “ The Silver King?" 

That some plays hav been produced of an inferior 
order will be granted at once, but even in these the 
praises of virtue hav been sung and vice vigorously 
condemned. Bui if the doctrin of the clergy be true 
and human beings are all “inherently depraved,” it 
is a singular thing that even the “gods” at a trans- 
pontin theater hiss and howl at the villain, and vocif- 
erously cheer when the virtuous hero frustrates the 
evil designa of his enemy. 

If man were really “inherently depraved,” he would 
glory in the triumph of villainy. He would applaud 
honest Lago as he plunges his sword into the stomach 
of his friend Roderigo while pretending to regret his 
injuries; he would chuckle with delight when Jem 
Dalton opens the safe in Mr. Gibson’s office and 
steals the bank notes; he would go into eestasies of 
malignent joy over the misdeeds of Sweeney Tood, 
the barber of Fieot street. When, therefore, we 
notice that this does not occur, but that manifesta- 
tions of an opposit character are displayed, I think 
we hav the very best possible evidence that the cler- 
ical declaration about the depravity of humen beings 
is nothing short of a false and wicked libel, with no 
foundation in fact. 

Naturally, if ari is to progress, the people must 
hav some sympathy with artists who endeavor to 
faithfully portray character; who conscientiously 
strive to giv the world their best work. To sneer at 
art is nob to improve it; to condemn it without un- 
derstanding its aim is culpable folly. All art is an 
improvement upon nature's spontaneous course of 
action. Nature givs us marble, but the seulptor's 
trained hand imperts to it form snd beauty. Nature 
does not paint, but the artist delineates upon canvas 
Scenes and living forms that hav impressed him, 
while the actor givs life and movement to the crea- 
tion of the dramstist. 

As Miss Hila Dietz, herself sn admirable actress, 
beautifully ssid in addressing the Church Guild’s 
Union, January, 1886: * The province of dramatic 
art is specially to reveal the human soul in action. 
The. dramatist and actor is a psychologist, as the 
painter and seulptor isa physiologist. The psinter’s 
provinces is to reveal the different types of physical 
temperament, but the actor goes deeper and shows 
the mental and psychical nature of mankind. If he 
be true to his art, ho will not only show you the ac- 
tion, but the motiv behind the action. The subtle 
workiags of man’s heart and brain are all laid bare 
by tha actor’s art.” ; 

Now, I ssk you, is this arb one to despise? Is this a 
calling to be looked down upon? The actor who is 
really gifted with genius for his calling has received 
from his creator one of the highest gifts that a 
human being can receive. I believe that he should 
be held responsible for the use he makes of that gift. 
Instead of saying, as many churchmen do, “ Your 
calling is in itself degrading snd you cannot serve 
God in it," I would hav the church say to every actor, 
“Your calling is in the highest degree honorable and 
you must serve God in it, not only for your own sake, 
but for the sake of the multitudes which you may 
influence by your art.” I hav made a life-long study 
of this subject, and I say to you in all soberness and 
earnestness that if is not only desirable, but neces- 
sery that dramatic art should be placed in an honor- 
able position among its sister arte, and that all who 
follow it should be taught to reverence it as it 
deserves to be reverenced and to follow it with loyal 
devotion and earnestness. If it has not been hereto- 
fore so followad by & majority of its professors I 
charge . 

THE GUILT AT THE CHURCH'S DOOR 
for having indirectly, if not directly, denied the 
sacredness of the calling, and for having failed to 
encourage aud uphold the young who ssek to fit 
themselvs for the practise of this art. 

Unless we realize tha truthful art is as much a 
necessity to the healthy development of our souls as 
wholesome food is to the growth of our bodies, we 
cannot possibly rata the work of the artist at its true 
value. We musi first get a clear conception of the 
relativ place that an art occupies in an ideally pure 
state before we can giv the followers of that arb their 
just position as artists or praise or condemn them 
according as they reach or fall below an acknowl- 
edged standard of excallence.” 

The function of the drama is to amuse, but it is 
also to teach. And ihe morality of the stage will 
invariably be found to be a faithful reflex of the 
ethical teachings of the community in which it is 
found. The moral view of the dramatist must 
always be slightly above that of the audience for 
which he writes. But if his ar& be corrupt rest 
assured the morals of his audience are corrupt also. 
My contention is that dramatic art was never in a 
healthier condition. That is to say, it appeals to all 
classes by its amusing and instruetiv qualities, it 
appeals to old and young, rich and poor. It provides 
change of scene, it makes the poor forget their hard- 
ships, the struggles and misery of their lives—in 
short, it transports them for the time being into an 
ideal world, giva them something to dream about— 
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a higher state of existence, a heaven that may be 
reelized here on earth. An arb that can do this is 
surely not to be despised, but rather to be encour- 
aged and supported. For, simultaneously with the 
growth of such an institution as the stage and the 
development of all that is noblest and best in the 
actor’s art, we shall also see an improvement in the 
physical and intellectual natures of sll who are 
brought under its influence. Artaor B. Moss. 


———— 9 —— ————— 

The Atonement Doctrin Encourages Crime. 

I hav been waiting to geo if either the radical, or 
religious press, would teke any notice of the remark- 
able sermon delivered in. New York on Sunday, the 
i2:h of January, by the Rev. Dr. Peters, on “ De- 
faulters, and How They Are Made.” But as I hav 
w&ited in vain, I herewith send you the Herald's 
notices of it, which appeared in the columns cf that 
paper the next day, and subjoin a few remarks : 

The Bloomingdale Reformed church, at Sixty-eighth street 
and the Boulevard, was filled with fashionable people yes- 
terday morning. The sermon was delivered by the Rev. 


Dr. Madison Peters and entitled, ** Defaulters and How They 
Are Made.” 


Dr. Peters referred to statistics, and stated that during 
1889 in the United States the grand total of money embezzled 
from the government, private firms, and corporations by dis- 
honest officialsand employees amourted to nearly $8,600,000. 
'* But when one remembers," said he, “that our aggregate 
wealth is $60,000,000,000 and our coin and currency in cir- 
culation amounts to $1,000,600,000, and railroad bonds rep- 
resent $9,000,000,000, it can hardly be called surprising that 
out of sixty-four million people enough dishonest men can 
be found to steal $8,600,000. These figures alone prove that 
the great mass of men are honest. 

* Defaulters are made partly by the ignorance and un- 
bounded credulity of the public in the matter of making in- 
vestments. They are also made by careless and unbusiness- 
like methods and penuriousness of employers. It is an 
established fact that defaulting clerks hav invested thou- 
sands of dollars, manifestly not their own, in stockbrokers’ 
offices. There is but oue way to stop this. Make every 
broker responsible for all losses if he negotiates with irre- 
sponsible persons, and hav the ministers of the gospel take 
& more practical view of the matter. The preaching in our 
time should be stronger and more practical on these sub- 
jects, for & majority of the defaulters hav been prominent 
church- members. Then you will see a decrease in the rec- 
ords of defaulters.” 

Thus it appears that, during the last year, con- 
sisting of only three hundred and sixty-five days, no 
less than $8,600,000 were stolen in this country, and 
that “a majority of the defaulters hav been promi- 
nent church-members.” Had this statement been 
made in Tue Trur Srrxer, or any other Secular 
paper, ihe church people would hav pronounced it 
to be & malicious, Infidel slander. But, as it was 
uttered in the pulpit of an orthodox church, before a 
respectable congregation, by a distinguished clergy- 
man of undoubted veracity, who had carefully ex- 
amined the subject, his statement compels belief. 

It is a pity that Dr. Peters, when he was about it, 
did not giv the names, as well as the numbers, of 
these defaulters, and the amounts respectiviy taken, 
so that the publie might know exactly what propor- 
tion of them were religious robbers, and what pro- 
portion were unregenerated sinners and Infidels. ` 

After informing his congregation how defsulters 
are made, the reverend doctor proceeds to show how 
defsleations ean be stopped, but it is very remarkable 
that, in prescribing his remedy for the curvature of 
the spine which prevents so many saints from walk- 
ing perpendicularly in life, he makes no mention of 
the “all-sufficient grace of God” having the force 
of even a strengthening plaster, much less a panacea. 

The Oalvinistic clergy of New York, in discussing 
the proposal to eviscerate the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, without destroying its life, hay proved 
themselvs to be a sorry lot of logicians, whose in- 
competency would disgrace a college sophomore. I 
could not submit a question, either in theology or 
morals, to them as a jury, but if we had an open 
court of investigation, where the court and jury were 
sitting to ascertain only the ¿ruth in a given case, I 
would like to examin before them, and show cause to 
believe, that the prominent church-members in good 
and regular standing, who stole their shsre of the 


. $8 600,000 last year, did so because of the secret in- 


fluence which religion exercised in forming their 
character. Naturally good men are honest in the 
affairs of life, whether they belong to the church or 
not. But in the case of the common run of men, 
who are the scrubs of humanity, religion is sure to 
convert them into rogues and hypocrits upon the 
least temptation. Take one of these brethren who 
has confessed Christ before the world on the promis 
that if he does so, Christ will confess him before 
God and the angels in the day of judgment. Tell 
him that, without any reference to his good works, 
which, at their best, are, in the estimate of God, 
nothing but the filthy rags of his own self-righteous- 
ness, he was predestinated to everlasting life; that 
by virtue of the eternal decree, Christ came into the 
world to make the necessary atonement for his sins, 
original, actual, past, present, and to come; and that 
his salvation is as sure as that of the brightest arch- 
angel who stands before the throne of God; let his 
character be molded and permeated with these 
pleasurable convictions; and he secretly feels that 
he is not answerable to human laws for his conduct. 
For, who will dare to lay anything to the charge of 


God's elect? Ibis God who has justified him, and 
he stands as one who never sinned. Who is ke that 
is presumptuous enough to condemn him? It is 
Christ that died to atone for every sin he would 
commit. God is just, and would never demard 
double satisfaction for the same offense. 

If a person will read the New Testament, and 
especially the epistles of Paul, he will see that this 
doctrin of election, and all the rest which grow out 
of, and dovetail with it, are, in the Christian system, 
what the spinal column, and the whole network cf 
the nervous system, are to an animal; and I submit 
that, in the very nature of the case, the tendency of 
a man’s belief in such doctrins, as applied to himself, 
is to make his morals bad, instead of good. How 
can we otherwise account for the fact that the pen- 
itentiaries, in all the states, hsv within their walls co 
many criminal Christians? When we remember thai 
God is said to hav pledged his word to keep the 
saints through his almighty power by faith unto sal- 
vation; that their names were written in the book of 
life eternal where there are no bicts, and no erasures, 
and only transferred beforehand to the rolls of the 
church on earth, so that they might be known as 
shining lights in a world darkened by sin; and act 
like salt in preserving society from moral corruption ; 
and to that end underwent a careful examination, one 
by one, by the divinely appointed and commissioned 
shepherds of the Lord's sheep; I say, when we re- 
member all this, we are compelled to suppose, in the 
case of the thousands of saints now imprisoned in 
ihe penitentiaries as convicted criminals, either that 
the prosecuting attorneys, judges, witnesses, and 
juries, who brought about their conviction, were 
predestinated reprobates and persecutors of the in- 
nocent children of God, or that the Lord’s shepherds, 
notwithstanding the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
enlightening and aiding them in their sacred work, 
‘were go blind and stupid that they could not tell the 
difference between a sheep and a goat. 

It might be urged against what I hav said that 
the self-righteousness and presumption which Calvin- 
ism naturally breeds into a man’s character is absent 
in the character of the Arminian, who rejects Calvin- 
ism with as much scorn as the Infidel does, and that 
it might be expected there would be fewer Arminian 
saints in the penitentiaries than any other kind. But 
in the hot-bed of the church, where the religious 
bias grew, the arrogance and presumption of the 
Arminian are bred into him by the doctrin of salva- 
tion by repentance at the eleventh hour and fifty- 
ninth minute of his life; or that, “ While the lamp 
holds out to burn, the vilest sinner may return." In 
its influence on the formation of character this dogma 
is as powerful for evil as the dogma of predestination 
to eternal life without reference to good works. The 
Catholie creed is Arminian, and see the potenoy the 
priests ascribe to it in the rites of the church at the 
execution of criminals. All these life-long trens- 
gressors and red-handed murderers who sre not fit 
for human society on earth, are transformed by the 
hocus-pocus of the priest, at the last moment, into 
saints, and may be found the morning after the rope 
is taken off their necks stepping along the streets of 
the New Jerusalem receiving the congratulations cf 
all the rest of the redeemed brotherhood. It re- 
quires a little more gumption in a Calvinist to know 
how to read his title clear to mansions in the skies, 
but any ignoramus can understand how a sinner, or 
a backsliding Christian, can shed the tears of repent- 
ance at the eleventh hour of his life, and go to heaven 
believing that Jesus has paid all his debts. Hence, 
it will be found, in examining the statistics of the 
penitentiaries, that the Catholic and the Methodist 
churches, whose creeds sre rigidly Arminian, furnish 
more criminals than any of the others. And I attrib- 
ute the fact to the license which the Arminisn theol- 
ogy givs to the scrubs of humanity who compose so 
large a part of the membership of these churches, 
by teaching them that repentance, at the last gasp 
of life, will usher them into heaven. SENEX. 
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Destruetiv, Constructiv, or Both? 

Freethought is constructiv of all that is highest, 
noblest, and best. It is perpetually building up the 
new, the true, and the great. It reaches out for 
every progressiv help for humanity. It builds for 
happiness here and now, aad also on, on, on as long 
as there is a single life left to enjoy and to love. 

No one person negates more than another only as 
he has more brain power. Each one negates all that 
he believes wrong, false, harmful, and untrue. Every 
sect negates certain tenets of all other sects. 

The Freethinker negates all that seems to him 
mythical, unscientific, and untrue, and does it by 
building up the right, the true, the good, and the 
beautiful. 

Love and kindness are the basis of all the freedom, 
and consequently Freethought musi be constructiv 
and upbuilding. Erw DRAKE SLENKER. 
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Consiper the sneppish tenacity with which they 
preach Christianity still. What are tima and spase to 
Christianity, eighteen hundred years and à new world 
—that the humble life of a Jewisb peasant should hav 
force to make a bishop so bigoted ?— Thoreau. 
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The Prize Manual. 


The offer of $1,000 for the best essay showing 
teachers “ow to teach morality without teaching 
religious docirin,” has been before the public for 
nearly six months, it having been extensivly adver- 
tised in the public press. I hav been surprised to 
find how few hav expressed sny difficulty in under- 
standing the terms or conditions of the offer, and 
that fewer stili hav expressed any difficulty in com- 
plying with the conditions. I hav been called upon 
by letters from individuals, for about one thousand 
of the circulars, and I hav good reason to believe 
that many minds of a high order are now siruggling 
with the problem, in friendly compsiition for the 
prize. College professors from every section of the 
country, school superintendents, teachers, male and 
female, of every grade, and scores of literary men of 
all the professions, hav written on the subject, or are 
writing, not only in the United States, but in Canada 
and several European states. Manuscripts are 
already coming in, and I expect by the first of April 
to be flooded with papers, from all parts of the 
world. It is too late to criticise the terms and con- 
ditions of our offer, and to discuss the metaphysics 
of the problem. This would hav been in order last 
August or September. A very few persons gave the 
money, and they are so far well pleased with what 
has been done. I know there are difficulties in the 
questions to be treated, but we hav chosen to leave 
them with the various writers. It was ssid the best 
way to “resume specio payment was to, resume." 
We tried it—and did resume and had no trouble. 
We propose to show the world how to teach the 
purest principles cf morality without teaching relig- 
ious docirin—and we expect to succeed. We will be 
ready to discuss the metaphysics of the question, 
when all our writers shal! hav failed to comply with 
the terms of our offer. R. B. WESTBROOK, 

- Pres. American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 22, 1890, 


—— o 


"Death of Capt. Joseph Sedgebeer, 
VIOE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 


Joseph Sedgebeer, of Painesville, O., passed away 
Jan. 29, 1890, in the ninetieth year of his age. His 
demise was immediately preceded by the departure 
of & beloved daughter and his loving wife. A man 
is best known to his children, and the following 
sketch is from a letter from them: 


Father's life has been one of many trials and hardships. 
Born in the city of Bristol, Eng., in 1801, he, at the age of 
ten years, was left without any protection, his mother having 
left him and gone to America. He entered a merchant ship 
as cabin-boy, «nd followed the sea until he became a captain. 
A grand sense of duty, at this mature age, compeiled him to 
giv up his seafaring and to search for his parent. In his 
search he reached the wilder portions of Canada and, neces- 
sity compelling him to protect himself, he at once com. 
menced clearing land. For afew years he endured much 
suffering, but, accumulating a snug sum, he removed to the 
states, locating near Rochester, and becoming a successful 
business man. While there he found his mother, whom he 
protected and helped greatly until her death. Misfortune 
overtook him now, and he was left with comparativly noth- 
ing. Being ofa most wonderfully determined disposition, he 
again entered business, and was more or less successful. 
He at last turned his inventiv powers into action and became 
the inventor of the Nonpareil Grist Mills and Cotton Seed 
Hullers, from’ which he derived a fine compensation. In 
later years his mind was greatly devoted to the study of 
truth. 

His death was péaceful—his mind retaining its power 
until a short time before life had left. Not one word of com- 
plaint did he utter throughout his illness. As the body of 
his devoted wife was borne from his home to the last resting- 
place, his sons approached his bedside and asked if they 
shouid stay with him. Taking each by the hand, he said, in 
his determined way, ‘‘No, no! Do your duty and return to 
me.” After returning from the cemetery he again took their 
hands and said, ‘‘ You hav returned. It is all over,” and 
soon his life had gone. 


Captain Sedgebeer was one of the $100 contrib- 
utors to the $1,000 fund for the Prize Manual, and 
gave freely and frequently of his money for ths 
general work of the society. A good man and a 
prince has fallen. He was Liberal and devised Lib- 
eral things. We shall miss his cheering words, but 
shall not forget his good deeds. He was a consist- 
ent aud bold Freethinker, held in high esteem by 
his friends and neighbors. His children, too, rise up 
and cali him blessed. Peace to-his ashes, and pre- 
cious memories to his eventful life. He passed away 
calmly and in peace with all men. 
R. B. WESTBROOK. 


Philadelphia, Pa., February, 1890. 
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A Voice from the West Indies. 


Trinidad is a refuge for priests and for everything 
eonneeted with priesteraft. I cannot but indorse 
fully the expressions used some years ago by one 
of the leading advocates of the bar here, who said, 
* Poor Trinidad, refugium pecatorum.” 

E siempre viene. Last month there arrived in 
this colony from New Orleans a dozen men to take 
charge of the Roman Catholic reformatory. The 
cloven hoof of priestcraft shows itself every 
where. It is a very observable fact, that can be 
seen by anyone willing to take the trouble, that on 
no account are men allowed to cross the threshold of 
nunneries or other places where nuns liv, but s pro- 
viso is always made to allow priests at any time they 
wish. This to me appears suspicious. 

On the 14th of this month the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Port-of Spain was invested with his 
pallium. For the occasion there arrived two other 
bishops from the neighboring islands to assist in the 
ceremony. On such occasions one witnesses the 
pomp and pageantry of Rome in its full swing. 
The oath to the apostolic see was recited by the 
archbishop in Latin, and comprised the following 
promises: “To be faithful and obedient to the 
blessed apostle Peter, the holy Roman church, and 
the pope snd his canonical successors. Not to be 
party in any way or under any circumstances to any 
hostil attempt against the life, liberty, or person of 
the pope. Not to reveal to his detriment any coun- 
sels confided to him by the pope personally, by his 
nuncio, or by letter. To assist him in retaining and 
defending against any man the papacy and patrimony 
of St. Peter. To treat with honor the legate of the 
apostolic see, both coming and going. To exert him- 
self in preserving, defending, and increasing the 
rights, honors, privileges, and authority of the holy 
Roman church, of the pope and his successors. Not 
to take part in any machinations against the pope or 
the Roman church; to the best of his power to 
oppose such, and as early as possible to acquaint the 
pope with them. To observe, and cause to be 
observed by others, all the rules of the holy fathers, 
decrees, reservations, eto., of the apostolic see. To 
combat heresy, schism, and revolt against the pope. 
To attend synods unless hindered by a canonical 
impediment. To pay in person the ad limina visit 
every three years, and account to the sovereign pon- 
tiff for the state of his archdiocese. In turn to 
humbly receive and carry out the apostolic counsels. 
In case of legitimate obstacle to the visit to Rome, 
to depute some legate, ecclesiastical dignitary, or 
priest qualified for the purpose to replace him in 
that duty, and to properly assure of such obstacle 
the cardinal presiding over the congregation of 
sacred council. Not to alienate, or pledge, or sub- 
ject to any incumbrance, without consulting the holy 
see, any church property. To be willing, in case of 
infraction, to incur all the penalties provided in the 
constitution of the episcopal office.” 

The pallium is a band of white lamb’s wool worn 
on the shoulders. It bas two strings of the same 
material and four purple crosses worked on it. Its 
origin is rather queer and full of hypocrisy. The 
following taken from an authority giva the origin 
of the pallium: * Two lambs are brought annually 
to the church of St. Agnes, at Rome, by the apostolie 
subdeacons while the Agnus Dei is being sung. 
These lambs are presented at the altar and received 
by two canons of the Lateran church. From this 
wocl the pallia are made by the nuns of Torre de 
Specelio.. The subdeacons lay the pallia on the 
tomb of St. Peter, where they remain all night." 

This is a very superstitious origin. The oath to 
the apostolic see is direct treason, be that country a 
republic, a limited monarchy, or an absolute mon- 
archy, where it is taken. 

Trinidad presents a very heterogeneous mixture. 
In walking through the streets of the city, one can 
not help noticing the various races the population is 
composed of. As the races are various, so are their 
complexions variegated. The dresses of the females 


are variegated. The houses are variegated. Every- | 


thing is variegated. A population capricious, amaz- 
ing—a population of the Arabian Nights. A popula- 
tion of all hues—white, black, griffone, métisse, 
capresse, chabine, muldtresse, messive, quadroon. A 
population of all kinds of breeds. 

The East Indians, or coolies, as they are called 
here, form a very large and conspicuous part in the 
population, numbering as they do between sixty and 
seventy thousand. They are a mild and industrious 
race, not so robust as the African. They are very 
thrifty and intelligent, filthy in their habits, and it 
is not rare to find them living together, in crowded 
hovels, with their domestic animals. The Hast 
Indian women are below the average hight, and 
their dresses are made of cotton cloths of different 
colors. Some of the richer ones wear silk. Their 
arms are bare, and are covered from the wrists to 
the elbows with silver bracelets. Around their necks 
are necklaces made of English coins, and sometimes 
American ten and twenty dollar pieces. They also 
wear rings on their toes, and a favorit ornament of 
theirs is a gold ring passed through their nostrils. 


The East Indians may be classed, religiously, as 
Hindoos, Mohammedans, and Christians. The Hin- 
doos are in the majority, and they lay claim to very 
remote periods. Time with them is divided into 
four. epochs—the Golden, Silver, Brazen, end Iron 
epochs, each one 432,000 years longer than the 
preceding one. Thus: 


The Iron or present Yug, of which 5,000 years ha 


already passed, will be of duration.............. 482,000 
The Brazen Yug lasted..........sesccsecsersestesoooteeen eens 864,000 
The Silver Yug lasted. .......... esce 1.296 000 
The Golden Yug lasted. ........... eee 1,728,000 

Total number of yearsa........... «cene 4,820,000 


The Hindoos divide their holy writs or Shastras 
into eighteen parts, asserting that they contain as 
many different kinds of knowledge. Thefour Vedas 
form a part of this, and they consist of two principal 
parts: 

1. The Muntras, a compilation of hymns and 
prayers, written in poetry, between 1,500 and 1,000 
years before the Christian era. . 

2. The Brahmana, a collection of dostrins and 
precepts, detailing an endless number of ceremonies 
to be performed by the priest, the ascetic, and the 
hermit at their religious services. 

The four books of the Veda are: Rig, Yagush, 
Sama, and Atharise Vedas. Hindooism is divided 
into four castes, which sre: 

1. Brahman. Nobles and priests. 

2. Ashatrija. Principal families and military. 


3. Vaiseija. Persons engaged in agriculiure and 
commerce. 
4, Sudra. Servants. 


These castes are again subdivided into various 
grades according to the trades they follow. Inter- 
course between one caste and another is a deadly 
sin. The Brahman and the Ashatrija wear a sacred 
thread or cord over their shoulders to which is at- 
tached a bead obtained from the plant pulsi. The 
Sudra is on no account permitted to enter the tem- 
ple. Buddhism is an offshot of Hindooism or Brah- 
manism. . 

I shall in my next conclude on the East Indians. 

Port of Spain, Jan. 25. 1890. E.» S 

— eoo 


Another Note on the Symposium. 


Tre TaurH Sxrrxk's inquiry: “Is there an affirm- 
ativ, positiv, constructiv side to Freethought?” seems 
to embrace a variety of queries bearing upon the 
essentials which hav to do with the public welfare. 
Public evils abound in all shades and forms, supposed 
by the commonalty to be counter-met by statutory 
law, yet often left neglected. Besides, there 
are laws extant or sought to be promulgated, that 
would deny to the people their just natural rights 
and privileges, leading to the disunity of the social 
compact. Not the least of these are derived from 
the outgrowth of unfortunate errors calculated to 
divide sceiety into warring factions under the forms 
aud pretensions consecrated to some form of religion 
—pretending to be God's will. ) 

Strangely, history informs that the inclinations of 
the race hav mainly been in the direction of religious 
and political error, tending to the persecution of 
Opinions and things founded upon truth and public 
good. Error has ever been militant in these acts, 
while Truth, especially during the early age of Obris- 
tianity and later on, stood forth individually to 
affirm its manhood, reckless that tortures and burn- 
ing alive by Christian hands, directed by God’s 
vicegerents on earth, would be his or her fate. 

Protestantism, finally, after much persecution, 
obtained an organism, known now in widely varying 
titles and forms, each using iis power, covetous of 
wealth, to secure to itself both religious and political 
supremacy. Fortunately to the race the world over, 
the paths of their ambition are not so easy of attain- 
ment, go largely peopled, and crowned with honor, as 
they were even a few years since. Blocks of 
reason will be found in their way, truth also. 

-Having briefly gone over the ground thought to 
ba germane to the matters under consideration, I 
will Low giv my Views as to what is and what should 
be the future of our Freethought activities. 

Firat it must be noted, as has been seen, that Lib- 
eralism has ever been compelied to plant and main- 
tain its ground against every obstacle which could 
be placed in its way, furnished and thrust forward 
by combinations of clericalismand monarchy. Worse. 
On this ground, dedicated to liberty and Freethought 
upon a not remote time, at this very year and hour 
rational liberty is sought to be overshadowed if 
not to be wrested from the people—at the dictation of 
what? Of those citizens who would place us, the 
masses, under an old-time hierarchy, themselvs com- 
panioned with others—not Americans, yet eager for 


the victory. 


Does not this ease—there are many others of an 
objectionable kind—instruct, compel Liberalism to 
place itself, with arms, if necessary, in the front rank, 
for the suppression of all such plans and intentions, 


in a very affirmativ, positiv, ete., position? Oould it 


do less and maintain its honor? Has it not found 
itself in a defensiv position the world over whenever 
and wherever clerical and monarchical power hav 
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threatened its overthrow? Why then should it not| territory. That party has ruled, as the records show, 
storm the hights at the beat of its own drum where | not wisely, but with corruption foul as foul can be. 
Liberalism is assailed? May it vote to sustain | If there is any choice between Jesuit influence and 
unworthy candidates for any grade of an electiv| Republican misrule, one is bad and the other rotten. 
office, or one who may speak or act adversely as to Oro Fino. - 
rational liberty accorded to all classes? Honor and FENCE ee 


duty as to publie affairs point but one way—to the Freethought in Sweden. 


subversion of evil arising from publie misrule and That it i n : ; 
calamity, and the utter suppression of falsities pro- éfice T Fete olus C ud degen erin 


mulgated in the interest of crafi, of sordid design, scoffing, has received an additional proof. Four 


and the self-conceit of unnatural greatness and | 3. ; : : 

power which often attends upon one's elevation in| Meron c fpe Ged af the DN Decide thatthe ex 

religious and political station. The world is full of not? constituted blasphemy, and now does Göta 
, » 1 


such displays. Ere dur DS 
The National Secular Union is a faultless, grand sd MIN die 6 DE a dui D HA 


institution, capable of doing a vast amount of public : A : 
good upon the bases limited by ite ralon; but Would gj spore sentina the, proceedings of the court in 


it not prove to be more effectiv if it were made the : 
central power and direction of an entire similar body vum du bead ete lade D is pacer 
K Iz] d 


of state like organisms, to act as tributary to the "teat ; 
oan P apice The aggregated cosís, by being ee i ie Mp r A ag er ore 
Scattered, would not be large severally or as a| Swedens Anthony Cometock’s attention to several 


whole. The interchangeable effects would be excel- A : mb 
lent, a new spur at each meeting. The younger peo- blasphemous works which are sold in the principal 


ple of both sexes, wherever located, would soon be satel Ge) ane cade pem GU ee grt teer 
o ekimen ry P pea Ana pony sale jtm movement musi be very disagreeable to the clerical 
Bav aan onght pamp lets should, in n° | party. If the sale of those books is not prohibited, 
stags b ra din ed, be stored in every one of these | i, publie censor and thereby the party ean be in- 
places for distribution and exchange. Tue Teora gioted ; and if the sale is prohibited, then the press 
AA oe of all s I observe, are excellent, | taw is violated According to Swedish law, a jury 
and in the main quite cheap. Music, well played, | . "a. A ; : 
could not fail to call in a large attendance. only ean decide upon questions relating to i press. 
I ean only add that our Liberal lecturers are men 
and women of rare abilities, doing great good. "Their 
interehange over the states would help the interest 
greatly. C. K. Dzax. 
Boscobel, Wis., Fe. 21, 1890. 


—— ot ——————— —^ 


Photius Fisk. 

I wish to pay a tribute to the memory of Photius 
Fisk, who died in Boston, Mass., Feb. 7, 1890, aged 
eighty-two. i 

When I take my pen to write of Photius Fisk, 
language utterly fails me. His history and life are 
publie property, though not known to all. Of his 
virtues, neither, need I speak. His generosity has 
been felt and chronicled on both continents. To 
know of the needy and suffering was enough for this 
grand old man to stretch forth his hand for relief. 
Ia the summer of 1889 a friend of mine experienced 
a severe loss by fire. I sent him a paper containing 
an account of the disaster. He at onee wrote for 
particulars, on which being furnished, he sent mea 
bright, new fifty-dollar bill in a registered letter as 
a gift to the unfortunate man. 

We, who knew him best, can bear testimony to his 
unswerving loyalty to truth. Shall we ever see his 
like-again, so modast, so unassuming, so mild, so ir- 
reproachable ! 

O that his benevolent, humane, and tender heart 
could be embalmed within each one of us. His be- 
nignant countenance beams down upon me from 
where, enshrined, rests the fine lithograph presented 
me by himself some two years since, now, alas, 
draped in the emblems of bereavement and sorrow. 

The history of his life, I understand, is ready for 
publication, when thousands, who only know him by 
name, will hav the opportunity of reading in detail 
the biography of this remarkable man, scholar, phil- 
anthropist, and friend. 

Farewell, brave old Photius! You battled for 
the right when few stood by you; and, sustained by 
principle, fought like the heroes of old against slav- 
ery, Oppression, superstition, and every wrong igno- 
rance, cruelty, and tyranny can devise, and came off 
victorious for humanity and the ultimate progress of 
the race. requiescat in pace. Erra E, Grssox. 

Barre, Mass., February, 1890. 

———— oo 
New Mexieo's Statehood. 

The admission of territories recently to statehood 
excites surprise, with the inquiry, Why is New Mex- 
ico not entitled to the same advantages? To the in- 
telligent reader, distant from this territory, the 
writer furnishes these facts as a valid reason why 
New Mexico should continue under territorial man- 
agement. 

The nativ population, being in the majority, and 
Roman Oatholies, sixty-seven per cent being unable 
to read or write, better enables the Jesuit priests to 
control them in politics, as they do in educational as 
well as spiritual matters. These priests are antago- 
nistis to secular schools. The supremacy in politics 
of the nativ element would result in the public sshools 
being controled by these priests, whose sworn fidel- 
ity to support their church independent of state or 
government, would compel the white element to be 
ruled by Mexicans. The supreme ignorance of this 
nativ population will remain a dangerous factor in 
politics until immigration has increased in numbers 
and intelligence sufficiently to control the territorial 
machinery of government, until proof has been estab- 
lished that New Mexico is entitled to statehood. 

As usual in polities, the Roman Catholics are 
Democrats, hence New Mexico is not a Republican 


of death. About the grave there will ba no terrore, 
and his life will end as serenely as the sun rises. 

The Improved Man will be satisfied that the super- 
natural does not exist—ihat behind every fact, every 
thought and dream, is an efficient cause. He will 
know that every human action is a necessary product, 
and he will also know that men cannot be reformed 
by punishment, by degradation, or by revenge. He 
will regard those who violate the laws of nature and 
the laws of states as victims of conditions, of eircum- 
stances, and he will do what he can for the well-being 
of his fellow-men. 

The Improved Man will not giv his life to the 
aceuraulation of wealth. He will find no happiness 
in exciting the envy of his neighbors. He will not 
care to liv in a palace, while others who ars good, 
industrious, snd kind are compelled to huddie in huts 
and dens. He wil! know that grest wealth is a great 
burden, and thet to accumulate beyond the actual 
needs of a reasonable human being is to increase 
not wealth, but responsibility and trouble. 

The Improved Man will find his greatest joy in the 
happiness of others, and he will know that the home 
is the real temple. He wili believe in the democracy 
of the fireside, and will reap his greatest reward in 
being loved by those whose lives he has enriched. 

The Improved Man will be self-poised, independ- 
ent, candid, and free. He will be a scientist. He 
will observe, investigate, experiment, and demon- 
strate. He will use his sense and his senses. He 
will keep his mind open as the day to the hints and 
suggestions of nature. He will always be a student, 
a learner, and a listener—a believer in intellectual 
hospitality. In the world of his brain there will be 
continuous Summer, perpetual seed-time and harvest. 
Facts will be the foundation of his faith. In one 
hand he will carry the torch of truth, and with the 
other raise the fallen. Rozert G. INGERSOLL. 

“2 —À— — — — 
At Last They Hav the Annual in San Francisco. 
From Freethought. 

The Teura SEEKER AnNvat is-out at last. That is, it is 
out here—one copy. About the time the merket is supplied, 
our order of two months ago may be delivered by the rail- 
road company, which has had our Eastern books in charge 
for the past few eons of duration. But that is immaterial to 


the merits of the work, which is the best yet. The table of 
contents is as follows: 

Calendar for 1890; Freethought in the United States, 1889; Faded 
Flowers, poem by J. E. Remeburg: The Inauguration of the Bruno 
Statue, T. B. Wakeman; Mostly Fools. W. Stewart Ross (Saladin) ; 
Record of the Spanish Inquisition; Dates of the Fabrication of 
Some Roman Catholic Dogmas; The Boler House Mystery, Nearly 
a Tragedy, with a Moral, Heien H. Gardener; The Middie Ages, 
jlinstreted—The Priest, The Supernatural World, The Reformation, 
Future Terrors—The Inventions of Science and the Inventions of 
Christianity, illustrated; Freethought Journals in the United 
States: In Search of a Spirit, E. M. Macdonald ; Why I Left the 
Chureh, H. O. Pentecost. 

Without making any comparisons, it may be said that two 
of these contributions are of especial merit and interest. Mr. 
Remsburg’s poem, ‘Faded Flowers," is a classic. The title 
is not new; the rhythm is not faultless, but the sentiment 
appeals irresistibly to the heart of the reader. The other, 
** Tn Search of a Spirit,” by E. M. Macdonald, is an account, 
very amusingly written, of the Editor's attempt to get proof 
of spirit communication, wherein it is shown that his failure 
to reach his object was due wholly to the mediums and not 
at all to the investigator or to his friend, Mr. Charles 
McArthur, who instigated the search. 

Later.—Freight has arrived. 'fRuvH SEEKER ANNUAL, 25 
cents. 


ero 


The Improved Man. 
From the World. 

The Improved Man will be in favor of universal 
liberty—that is to say, he will be opposed to all kings 
and nobles, to all privileged classes. He will giv to 
all others the rights that he claims for himself. He 
wil neither bow nor cringe, nor accept bowing and 
eringing from others. He will be neither master 
nor slave, neither prince nor peasant—simp!y man. 

He will be the enemy of all caste, no matter 
whether its foundation be wealth, title, or power, and 
of him it will be said: ''Blessed is that man who is 
afraid of no man and of whom no man is afraid.” 

The improved man will be in favor of univereal 
education. He will believe it the duty of every 
person to shed all the light he can, to the end that 
no child may be reared in darkness. By education 
he will mean the gaining of useful knowledge, the 
development of the mind along.the natural paths that 
lead to human happiness. 

He will not waste his time in ascertaining the 
foolish theories of extinet peoples nor in studying 
the dead languages for the sake of understanding 
the theologies of ignorance and fear, but he will turn 
his attention to the affairs of life, and will do his ut- 
most to see to it that every child has an opportunity 
to learn the demonstrated facts of seienco, the true 
history of the world, the great principles of right and 
wrong applicable to human conduct—the things neo- 
essary to the preservation of the individual and of 
the state, and such arts and industries as are essen- 
tial to the preservation of all. 

He will also endeavor to develop the mind in the 
direction of the beautiful—of the highest art—so 
thab the palace in whioh the mind dwells may be en- 
riched and rendered beautiful, to the end that these 
stones, called facts, may be changed into statues. 

The improved man will believe only in the religion 
of this world. He wil hav nothing to do with the 
miraculous and supernatural He will find that 
there is no room in the universe for these things. 
He wil know that happiness is the only good, and 
that everything that tends to the happiness of sen- 
tient beings is good, and that to do the thing—and 
no other—that adds to the happiness of man is to 
practice ihe highest possible religion. His motto 
will be: “Sufficient unto each world is the evil 
thereof" He will know that each man should be his 
own priest, and that the brain is the resl cathedral. 
He will know that in the realm of mind there is no 
suthority—that majorities in this mental world can 
settle nothing—that each soul is the sovereign of its 
own world, and that it cannot abdicate without de- 
grading itself. He will not bow to numbers or force, 
neither to antiquity nor custom. He, standing under 
the flag of nature, under the blue and stars, will de- 
cide for himself. He will not endeavor by prayers 
and supplication, by fastings and genuflections, to 
change the mind of the '*infinit" or alter the course 
of nature, neither will he employ others to do these 
things in his place. He will hav no confidence in 
the religion of idleness, and will giv no part of what 
he earns to support parson or priest, archbishop or 
pope. He will know that honest labor is the highest 
form of prayer. He will spend no time in ringing 
bells or swinging censers, or in chanting the litanies 
of barbarism, but he will appreciate all that is artis- 
tic—that is beautiful—tkat tends to refine and en- 
noble the human race. He will not liv a life of fear. 
He will stand in awe neither of man nor ghosts. He 
will enjoy not only the sunshine of life but will bear 
with fortitude the darkest days. Ho will hav no fear 
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Lectures and Meetings. 
Tue lecture before the Manhattan Liberal Club on Friday 
evening, February 28th, will be by Dr. R. G. Eccles on ‘ The 
Relativity of Knowledge.” 


"Tux program for March of the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association is aa follows: Sunday, March 2d, Dr. Everett, 
subject, ‘‘ Marriage, True and Untrue ;” Sunday, 9th, Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman, on ‘‘ Fundamental Philosophy ;" Sunday, 
16th, Mr.-Joachim Kaspary, on ‘‘ The Humanitarian Scien- 
tific Philosophy ;" Sunday, 28d, Dr. R. A. Gunn, ‘‘ The 
Truth About Alcohol ;? Sunday, 30:h, Mr. T. B. Wakeman, 
subject, ‘ Fundamental Religion." The lectures are given 
at Fraternity Rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second 
street, Brooklyn, E. D. Visitors from New York take 
Twenty-third strect ferry. 


J. E. Remsspure lectured in Kansas, Arkansas, Missouri, 
and Illinois during the month of February. He organized 
Secular societies at Emporia, Kan., Halstead, Kan., and 
Rogers, Ark. The officers of these societies are as follows: 
Emporia, Kan.: J. M. Hyde, president; W. W. Campbell, 
secretary; Robert Knittell, treasurer. Halstead, Kan.: C. 
Philbrick, president; Lillie S. White, secretary; J. Com- 
mons, treasurer. Rogers, Ark.: Judge E. R. Morgan, presi- 
dent; G. W. Bixler, secretary; H. M. McGanghey, treas- 
urer. An ethical culture society was also started at Car- 
thage, Mo. Mr. Remsburg will lecture in Texas during the 
month of March. The following is his program as far as 
arranged: Denison, Sun., 2; Denton, Mon., 3; Mansfield, 
Tues., 4; Fort Worth, Wed., 5; Belton, Taur., 6; San 
Antonio, Fri., 7; Flatonia, Sat., Sun., 8, 9; Columbus, Mon., 
Tues., 10, 11; Cuero, Wed., Thur., Fri., 12, 18, 14; Victo- 
ria, Sat., Sun., 15, 16; Houston, Mon., 17; Hubbard City, 
Tues., 18; Tyler, Wed., Thur., 19, 20; Forney, Fri., 21; 
McKinney, Sat., 22; Paris, Sun.. 23. 


——— tO 

Tue spirit of intolerance was at first equally strong in the 
church of Rome and in the reformed churches, and its ex- 
tinction both in Catholic and Protestant countries was due to 
the spirit of Rationalism. In both cases the clergy were the 
untiring enemies of this the noblest of all the conquests of 
civilization, and it was only by 8 long series of anti-ecclesias- 
tical revolutions that the sword was at last wrung from their 
grasp.— Lecky. 
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Helen Gardener and a Catholic *5 Lord." 


Helen Gardener recently lectured in Newark, N. J., 
on “The Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle.” Her words 
stirred the pious of the city ic an unwonted extent, 
and led to the following discussion bstween Miss 
Gardener, the editor of the Press-Register, and a 
Catholic “ authority,” who is, we understand, no less 
a person than Monsignor Doane: 

From the Press-Register of February 6th. 

Very few residents of Newark hav any idea of the 
number among them who profess Atheism and who 
hav even more sdvanced views upon social matters 
than the most pronounced Anarchist. These evila 
are not biatant and flambcyantly urged, as they were 
in the case of the Chicago unfortunates, but they are 
eating their way slowly and insidiously under the 
wing of so-called Liberal Leagues, Spiritualists, and 
other windy beliefa. With all due respect, the teach- 
ings of Hugh O. Pentecost hav added to the flames 
not a little. In his case, however, the hearers are of 
a higher mental caliber, and they are merely fasci- 
nated by his personal magnetism and amused by his 
mental acrobasy. His work has had no serious 
results, because he has repudiated vehemently one 
year whist he vehemently advocated a year previous, 
and his search after truth has been a series of back- 
downs from his earlier Positivism. Like an unsteady 
but powerful engin he has switched off the track into 
the dark and deep ditch. He is still searching for 
solid ground. 

The other agencies of “ Reform” are more danger- 
ous, however, because they are composed with but 
few exceptions of men and women whose vanity in- 
duces their belief that ignorance of history, and 
doubt of religious and sublime dootrins, are the prin- 
cipal nesessities for the reform of society and better- 
ment of man’s earthly condition. Indirectly the fol- 
lowing letter is interesting in this connection: 

To the Hditor of the Press-Register: On the 22d of last 
month the following editorial note appeared in your paper: 


Helen Gardener, who lectured in Oraton Hall Tuesday night, 
said: " Tue Catholic church is the only one that has good sense. 
It doesn't allow its people to read the Bible.” To be plain, Miss or 
Mrs. Gardener tells a clean-cut falsehood. Thatold charge against 
the Catholics has been refuted time and again. Ita repetition 
nowadays is simplv a display of ignorance. 

On behalf of Miss Gardener and the lecture committee of 
the New Abolition club, I respectfully request you to publish 
the following explanation, furnished by our Jecturer : 

In calling Miss Gardener’s statement regarding the Catho- 
lic church and the Bible “ a clean-cut falsehood,” she states: 
“ I presume he would admit that a papal bull on any subject 
was & fairly plain indication of Catholic opinion. If it were 
against a thing, I fancy he would say that Catholics were 
not ‘allowed ’ to do that thing—no matter how many Catho- 
lica took the liberty to disobey the * bull?» 

Many Catholics had taken the liberty to read the Bible, 
aud were growing restiv to such a degree that in the year 
of grace, 1817, Pius VIL, on June 29, condemned the read- 
ing of the Bible by papal bull. 

"his is profane history. It is also church history, and 
until the church records of papal bulls are ** expurgated " or 
“ revised again the ‘‘ old charge” will continue to be made 
and its ‘‘ refutation” won't do a great deal of good. 

As your editorial note implies that Mrs. Gardener uttered 
** & clean-cut falsehood " and that the statement made by her 
was ‘‘simply a display of ignorance,” I trust, in justice to 
her aud our club, you will giv this the same publicity as 
your note. Thanking in anticipation, 

On behalf of the lecture committee of the New Abolition 
Tomas Roazms. 


club, 
. Newark, Feb. 2d. 


Without prejudice to either side, and recognizing 
the matter 88 one of history, the Press-Register sent 
a representativ to a leading Catholic authority in this 
city, and his reply to Miss Gardener’s champicn is 
as follows: 


No bull relativ to the perusal of the sacred scriptures was 
promulgated by Pope Pius VIL, nor was any new disciplin- 
ary law regarding the use of the Bible either by the laity or 
the clergy enacted by him. It is true that in 1816 that illus- 
trious pontiff, who was so cruelly persecuted during his life 
and is now maligned after his death, issued two briefs refer- 
ring to the circulation in Poland of certain vernacular ver- 
sions, which he, after careful examination, characterized as 
wicked perversions and corruptions of the holy word of God. 
These versions he condemned as calculated to subvert relig- 
ion and to destroy the faith of the people. But neither in 
these briefs nor in any other authoritativ document did he 
prohibit the laity from reading the Bible in a genuin and ap- 
proved translation. . A short abstract of his briefs may gratify 
the curiosity of your readers and suffice to indicate the true 
import and character of these ecclesiastical papers. The 
firat of thoge on papal briefs is dated June 29, 1816. It is 
addressed to Ignatius, bishop of Gnesen. This prelate kad 
consulted the pope as to the course which he should pursue 
regarding certain translations of the Bible which were being 
industrious] y circulated among the Catholic people of Poland 
by agents of Protestant Bible societies. The pope in reply 
directed that tbe visiting disciplinary law of the church, as 
established in 1757, relativ to versions of the sacred script- 
ure, should be observed, and requested that a copy of the 
translation referred to should be forwarded to him for exam- 
ination. His request having been complied with, a second 
brief treating of the same subject was issued by him on 
September 8d, the same year. This document was addressed 
to Stanislaus, bishop of Mohelew. In it the pontiff says 
that he ** had learned with great and bitter sorrow that the 
most holy Bible, translated into new vernacular versions, in 
which the meaning of the scripture is craftily distorted into 
8 perverted sense and the most salutary rules of the church 
are violated, is being everywhere circulated. From an ex- 
amination of the copies which had been submitted to him he 
‘had observed that this translation was designed to deatroy the 
holiness of the more pure doctrin, so that the faithful might 
drink deadly poison from those fountains from which they 
were accustomed to imbibe the waters of salutary wisdom.” 

Having explained that the church received as authentic 
only the Latin Vulgate version, and approves of other ver- 
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sions only when they are furnished with notes extracted 
from the fathers or from other Catholic authors, he proceeds 
to remark on the danger of the sacred scriptures being cor- 
rupted in popular translations, and observes that ‘‘as the 
vernacular is subject to very frequent vicissitudes, variations, 
and alterations, that immutability which becomes the divine 
oracles would be destroyed by an immoderate license of 
translating the Bible, and faith itself would totter, especially 
as disputes concerning the truth of a doctrin may arise from 
a single syllable.” Therefore heretics, although marvelously 
discordant in their different views and reviling and criticis- 
ing one another, hav been accustomed to agree and coóper- 
ate in this evil and most execrable design, that by issuing 
Bibles in the vernacular they may insidiously communicate 
theit errors, cloaked by the more holy sanction of the divine 
word. ‘For heresies,” as St. Augustine says, ‘‘ are engen- 
dered only when the scriptures, good in themselvs, sre not 
properly understood, and that which in them is not rightly 
understood is rashly and boldly asserted.” 

The epistle of Pope Innocent III. to the diocese of Metz 
is cited, in which it is said that ‘‘ the profundity of the divine 
scripture is so great that not only the simple and illiterate, 
but even the prudent and the learned, are incompetent to 
determin its meaning.” The constitutions of Pope Pius IV., 
Clement VIIL, and Benedict IV. are referred to, in which 
precautions were taken lest by being open at pleasure to all 
the scriptures might be despised and be exposed to contempt 
or being erroneously understood by unenlightened readers, 
might lead into error. ‘‘The bull Unigenitus is referred to 
as condemning the assertion of Quesnell that it is necessary 
at any time, in every place, and for any class of people to 
know the mysteries of sacred scripture,” and the brief con- 
cludes by reprimanding Bishop Stanislaus for his dereliction 
of duty in having sanctioned the circulation of these objec- 
tionable and erronevus translations of the Bible, and for his 
unfaithful citation of some passages from the decrees of the 
councii of Trent, and for the letters of Pius VI., by which 
he had sought to justify his conduct. 

Such is the substance of these briefs, which certainly con- 
tain nothing that any fair-minded Christian could censure. 
They are evidently dictated by a feeling of profound rever- 
ence for the holy word of God, and it is manifest that the 
author of them was actuated by two most laudable motivs, 
the desire to preserve intact and incorrupted by erroneous 
translations the sacred deposit of divine revelation, and the 
desire to preserve from the danger of losing the true Chris- 
tian faith those who, being ignorant and unstable, were liable 
to wrest the scriptures to their own destruction. 


From the Press-Register of February 18th. 

Below is published a letter from Miss Helen Gar- 
dener in reply to the opinion of a Oatholie authority 
which appeared last week upon the question as to 
whether Catholies were forbidden to read the Bible. 
It should prove satisfactory to both parties, as it 
seems they were arguing upon different premises. 
There is one loophole in Miss Gardener's statement, 
however, which will bear explanation. She said in 
her original letter: 

Many Catholics had taken the liberty to read the Bible, 
and were PNE restiy to such a degree that in the year of 
grace, 1817. Pius VII., on June 29th, condemned the reading 
of the Bible by papal bull. ` 

She never mentioned that she referred to the 
Amarican Bible. The Bible meant in the above ex- 
tract referred to the editions which were denounced 
by the Catholic church as heretical. Had Miss Gar- 
dener stated which of the many Bibles she meant, 
there would hav been no editorial comment, and con- 
sequently no correspondence on the subject. Here 
is her letter: 

“Tn answer to your request that I psrsonally re- 
ply to an article in the Press-Register of February 
6th, which was headlined : ‘A Question of History— 
Miss Helen Gardeners Strictures on the Catholic 
Church—Reply to the Remarks by a Local Authcr- 
ity—She Claims that Catholies Were Forbidden to 
Read the Bible, While the Theologian Cites History 
to Prove the Contrary, I hav only this to say: I 
hav always made it a rule to avoid newspaper de- 
bates—noé at all because I do not think them valu- 
able at many times, but because it would take too 
much of my time and energy to keep track of such 
strictures as are made by contributors to local papers 
after I hav lectured in a town and left. 

“In the present case, however, I find the position 
80 droll that I am tempted to infringe my own rule, 
and send you a brief response to be used as you ses 
fit. 

“It might be interesting to those who read the 
article appended io the headlines given above to be 
told that I am neither an Atheist nor an Anarchist, 
as was implied. The fact should be very well known, 
for I hav stated it many times, and I hav never upon 
any cecasion, whether publie or private, said any- 
thing which could be construed by any fair-minded 
person to imply that I am either one. 

“T am an Agnostic in religion, not ‘because of 
ignorance of history, but because I hav been some- 
thing of a student of religious history for many 
years. ] 

“As to Anarchy, I am convinced that it is simply 
orthodoxy gone to seed on earth instead of in 
‘heaven.’ If we were ‘angels’—had no bodies, 
desires, limitations, and selfishness ; if we were, all of 
us, allwise, and, in short, perfect, we could apply 
what I understand to be the principles of Anarchy. 
But its principles impress me as simply those of the 
Christian 'millennium'—when the lion and the lamb 
are to lie down together and the lamb is not to be 
inside of the lion. In my opinion it won't work so 
long as the lion is a lion and has an appetite, and so 
long a8 spring lamb is within reach. 

“But why professed Christians should object to the 
theory of Anarchy—their own millennium theory— 
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being talked, I cannot see. However, I insist that 
until I talk it I should not ba saddled with it, and 
until I believe in it'as a working theory I decline to 
accept the soft impeachment. Now as to the other 
points. It is so extremely droll to me that a ‘ Cath- 
olio authority’ should hav proved my case for me, 
that I confess I enjoyed it s good deal. 

“The headlines indicate that he disproved what I 
said. He did exactly the contrary. 

“In my lecture I was, as everyone knew, talking 
about the Bible; that is to say, the book that we in 
America call by that namo—the one used by the 
courts to swear wibnesses upon and the one used to 
read in the public sohooir. 

“The ‘Catholic authority’ &gress that this book 
is not approved of in ihe hands of Catholics, and 
although he says that no bull was iesued by Pope 
Pius VII. regarding the use of the Bible, he confirms 
what I ssid ss to the fact at issue. Ho calls the pro- 
mulgstions ‘briefs’ instead of ‘ bulla,’ but says there 
were two of them instend of one. Well, I am gestis- 
fied with that. If he called them ‘open lettera’ or 
‘proclamations’ or any other special name and left 
the fact not only undisputed, but confirmed, I can’t 
see what I hav to reply to. 

“He seems to say that I was offering adverse oriti- 
eism upon these ‘ briefs’ (T accept his name for this 
occasion), while the Contrary is true. I said most 
distinctly that I thought it a very wise thing to do. 
I said: “The Catholico church is the only one that 
shows good sense” in this matter of resding the 
Bible. ‘It don’t allow its followers to read the Bible, 
and the result is that if is the only chureü not 
thoroughly honeysombed with unbelief to-day.’ In 
substance, the ‘Catholic authority’ says the same 
thing. He says: The church received as authentic 
only the Latin Vulgate version and approves oi the 
other versions only when they ara furnished with 
notes extracted from the fathers or from ather Cath- 
olie authorities, ete. : 

“Now, as what we call the Bible—:he one used in 
America by courts and schoo!s—is not the Latin Vul- 
gate, ard as it is not furnished with the notes re- 
quired, and as it is the ‘version he—the pope—son- 
demned as ealeulated to subvert religion and destroy 
the faith of the people'—the ‘ vernacular version ’— 
I am in the position of being asked to prove a case 
which my critic has amply proved for rae. 

* Further on my critic cites other authorities than 
Pius VIL, whioh also prove my statement, for it is 
necessary to keep in mind what Bible is under dis- 
cussion. But surely it were unnecessary to go out of 
our own country for proof of the Catholic church’s 
objection to its reading by her ordinary adterents. 
If this were not so, I might cite the case of the 
Medal family in France, who were thrown into 
prison, as late as 1848 or 1850, for having in their 
house what we cs!l the Bible and ude officially in 
America as such. 

* Bat let us remain at home. Are we not all per- 
fectly aware that in many cities in this country the 
Catholic children are allowed, by order of the boarda 
of education, to remain outside of the public school 
rooms uniil after the close of the ‘reading, without 
comment,’ of the Bible at opening service? 

“There was a famous court trial over this point 
only a few years ago in Cincinnati. It isa familiar 
specter—this Bible reading and Catholic children— 
in the publie echools, to all who are familiar with the 
history of our schools. 

“Now, I am heartily in sympathy with the Catholics 
in this matter. I don’t believe we hav any right to 
use the money of the taxpayers to sustain Bible read- 
ing to classes of children who come from families 
some of whom are Jew, some Catholic, and some 
Agnostic. In any and ali such cases the Bible is an 
offense, and in any case it is not a public-school 
study. We will say that the opening religious serv- 
ice of a publie school takes one half-bour and that 
the school hours are five each day—leaving out re- 
cesses and intermissions. The actual number of 
hours of ‘school work’ paid for by the taxpayer is 
five hours daily. Now, one-tenth of this time is de- 
voted to a book which is not in the course of study 
and has nothing at all to do with the alleged object 
for which publie-school taxes are levied on Jew and 
Catholic, on believer and on unbeliever, alike. This 
fact has led to too many heated contests in our 
country for anyone to be justified at this late day in 
saying that the Catholie church approves of its ad- 
herents reading the Bible. 

“To evade the point by talking about the Latin 
Vulgate, which is not what is known as the Bible in 
this country, is to simply juggle with words and de- 
pend on the ignorance of readers for safety. 

“To say that ‘Miss Gardener uttered a clear-cut 
falsehood, displayed ignorance of history’ in saying 
that the Catholic church did not allow its believers 
to read the Bible, is—aside from the manner of the 
criticism—(which is, of course, a matter of taste), an 
evasion of the fact unworthy of so able a paper as 
the Press-Register. It is a juggling with words. 
It is distorting the use of a word under cover of 
double meaning. What is called the Bible in this 
country is the one the ‘Oatholic authority’ knows 
full well to be the book that the ‘briefs’ or ‘bulls’ 
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or ‘epistles’ or ‘fulminations’ or whatever he may 
choose to call them, were issued against. That is 
what I said, and that is what my Oatholio eritie ad- 
mits in spite of the headlines, which would lead s 
careleas reader to think otherwise. When we argue, 
‘do let us use words with a par value, else ali discus- 
Sion were mere verbal gymnastics—as, in fact, mort 
. theological ones are. Let us be fair. Let us be 
' frank, and when we aro talking about another book let 
us gay so. Of course, we ali know that Cathcties and 
Protestants do not call the rame book the Bible, but 
it was perfectly plain what book I was talking about. 

* But I said then, and I pay again, that Y think it is 
a display of wisdom and good sense on the part of 
the Oatholic church to be a little particular about the 
class of literature it puts into tha hands of the pub- 
lio as ‘sacred.’ The thirty-first chapter of Numbsre 
anda good many others in the Bible are esrtaialy 
. not conduciv to good morals. 

“So, hand in hand with the ‘ Catholic authority,’ I 
bow myself out of a controversy which haa had from 
the first only one side when words were used with a 
par value, and I am inclined to smile st the company 
in which I find myself. But I said before, and I 
repeat, that in my opinion the Catholic church is the 
only one that shows good sense about tho Bible—and 
this is for mora reasons than ono. Ita position is the 
only logical one, and if I were a Catholic (and if I 
were 8 Ohristian at all Pd hav to be a Catholic) I 
should continue to object to having the Bible read to 
my children (if I had any) in the publie schools or 
anywhere else, as a revelation of the will of a good 
God. Heugen H. GARDENER,” 

to 
The Golden Ave of Science. 


It is an experience to which few of us are strangers 
that we liv through the goldea days of our lives ur- 
consciously, un wittingly—never realizing until they 
hav receded into the distant past that we are not 
again to know a time so happy and gainful. That 
never again are we to learn so much and so plegs- 
antly, or to ses the horizon of achievement and en- 
joyment widen before us with so much of impulse 
and invitation. Is may be the zestful time of one's 
college days, when sucsess Seems so near thai one 
feels inclined to forego it out of pure generosity to 
other less certain winners in life's race, Or, it may 
be that in some extended tour we hav traveled 
through a land of fame and beauty, beheld its palaces 
and tempias, its treasures of sculpture and painting, 
and gazed upon its scenes much as when we hav 
journeyed through other lends and climes. Yat it 
was Spain or Italy or Switzerland that yielded the 
impressions which really moved us, and which must 
ever remain the most delightial and fruitful of our 
recollection. At home or abroad, by good fortune 
we fall in with some strong, gonuin soul, who may 
be famous, but who more probably does not join am- 
bition for distinction with the power to atísin it; he 
Speaks new truths to us, or old truths with & new 
impressivness. Long afterward we refisct upon the 
taugle of influeuce which has shaped our lives, and 
find his the most decisiv contribution, although 
when he spoke to us wo thought to hay from others 
words as weighty, incitement as inspiring. 

Somewhat thus is mankind now unwittingly living 
in a golden age, in a time of sreativ energy, broaden- 
ing horizons, new revolutionary truth—an age which 
the race for centuries to come will esteem great and 
memorable a3 the epochs of Perioles, Augustus, or 
Hiizabeth. Like traveil-worn wayfarers, whose da- 
light in a new and commanding prospect suffars sub- 
traction in the fatigues and perplexities of their jour- 
ney, the strife through which the great conquests of 
our time hav been reached prevents our prizing them 
as they deserve In eras of the past triumphs hav 
been won in the fields of empire, art, imagination ; 
those of this age nre in the universal realms of 
science. Not a few men of prophetic vision had 
glimpses of these triumphs longago. More than two 
centuries hay passed since George Herbert could say: 

Nothing bath got so far 
But man hath caught and kept it as his prey. . 
His eyes dismount the highest star, 
He ig in little all the sphere. 
Herbs gladly cure our flesh, because that they 
Find their acquaintance there. 

And how much richer is nature, as we know it to- 
day, than the nature of the times of the first Charles ! 
Not only has man been winning knowledge from her 
in a thousand fields of exploration, experiment, and 
philosophy, but oach of the myriad strands in her 
skein is traced subtly bound to every other in ways 
unimaginable to the most piercing intellects of eras 
past. Some of George Herbert’s finest lyrios were 
inspired in the garden he loved to paca, but how 
much more he would see around him there were hs 
living now! He would find the whole scheme of 
heavens and earth implicated in that garden’s beauty. 
Its soil telling of forces of storm and heat and 
chemic war, all at work, in time too extended for com- 
putation, to grind primeval rock to fertility. Hae 
would see the incomparable tints of every flower con- 
ferred by diverse elements aflame in an orb a celestial 
diameter away; elements akin to the flower’s own 
substance, Other indebtedness would come out in 


the aesount of tribes of buzzing insects surrounding 
each blossom, insects which, while sipping e flower, 
lend vital sid in continuing its race. 

No hue or scent here without its use in enticement 
of this winged ministry! And were the poct's 
garden only various enough in its tenantry, he might 
count among his flowers kinds strictly conforming 
to the mold of their insect visitors. Wheresoevsr 
he might turn his eye in the whole realm of nature 
he would see it fuller, richer; ita every proviso 
more intimately interlaced, than when he penned his 
qusint, suggestiv lines on Man and Providence. 

Whilst the study of nature has been revealing ac 
much as the geverations hav swept along, there hes 
been a paraile] advance in knowledge at work, and a 
parallel alliance there of nesr and remote. As the 
web of science is unfolded the more elcsely do we find 
igs threads knit together. 
. At the beginning of this century certain calis of 
silver were found sensitiv to light, and photography 
was born. In its latest employment is has repro- 
duced books; caught every detail of a bird’s flight ; 
reduced to trifling dimensions the manuscript of e 
oyelopedia: taken impressions from a score or a kun- 
dred faces and by emphasizing the outlines in which 
they agree, presented us with the curious pictures 
of a typical man or woman. Progress in photogia- 
phy is no more than abreast of progress in chemistry, 
electricity, engineering. Every discovery of s cardi- 
nal fact and law oxtends the range of applied science 
with a bound, and with a bound which ever lengthens. 
For each fact and law hag a vital tie with every other, 
and adds one to the multiplier enriching thought and 
life; when the capital of scienes increases, so alac 
does the rate of interest sí which it compounds. 

In its materia! and immediate sphere, we are in 
little danger of forgetting the rapid growth of the 
wealth of science. We sre daily informed of some 
fresh marvel of ingenuity in railroad appliances, in 
the crestion of naval and engineering architecture. 

Every newspaper tells us of some new pieces cf 
scientific ingenuity—electris, telescopic, telephonic— 
al intendsd to extend human powers, or to confer 
upon man powers totally new. Remarkable as all 
these practical applications of seisnes mey ba, ib is 
not in these so much as in its enlargement and sor- 
rection of human thought that this age will be 
memorable for all time. Upon men not yet old, new 
heavens and new earth hav dawned in the successiv 
decades of their lives. A generation or so ego the 
word “universe” hed a significance faulty and 
meager in comparison with its meaning to-dsy. To 
be sure, tha visible contents of space were regarded 
as one, but that thers was an equal unity of law, of 
sequence in nature, was not understood. Then, cur- 
rent theories of the universe were theories of crea- 
tions, annihilations, suspensions of natura! law. 
Year by year has science advanced until order bas at 
last dislodged magie from every stronghold of ber 
ancient territory; the universe has’ bssn discovered 
to be in agreement with itself. 

In an important point of view the history of mod- 
ern knowledge is the history of identification, of 
tracing the many in the one, of reducing what 
seemed an antsconism to concord, difference to unity. 
It was in physies that this process cf identification 
first took place. Forty years ago electricity was 
imagined a finid. Chemical affinity was deemed 
absolutely different from either keat or mechanical 
motion. Observers and experimenters kav in our 
day established that every phase of physical force is 
in its last analysis motion and is therefore identical 
with every other; that throughout all its mazo of 
transformation ibs quantity remains ever the seme. 
That all phases of force are comparab!e to the mutu- 
ally convertible orbits which the various parts of a 
machine may describe in air—volutes, spirals, circles, 
waves. And with respect to matter as well as motion 
there seems to be good ground to think it 7andsmen- 
tally one. Spectroscopy displays an increasing sim- 
plicity of substance the higher the temperature of a 
nebula, so that it would seem that the “ elements” of 
chemistry may be but the variously grouped sggra- 
gations of some simplest substance. A strange eon- 
firmation of the faith iu transmutation entertained by 
alchemists of old! Half-way in the csntury’s course 
physical science was, as if were, a succession of isl- 
ands in an archipelago, each isolated and distincs 
from its neighbors. Even while we watched they 
arose, and the retiring waters showed & connected 
continent, speedily parceled out among sturdy bands 
of explorers. That the wave circling out from the 
paddle, the musical note pulsating the air, the throb 
of electricity, the grasp of magnetism, the impulse 
of gravitation, the vibrant heat and light shot forth 
from fuel, sun, and star, the stimulus to chemical 
union, the subtle energy of avimal and plant, are in 
all their diversity fundamentally one, is a conception 
as grand as ever dignified human thought. Truly 
the faithful, patient men, whose gift to mankind if 
is, are cd 

Unifiers of a united world, 


For wheresoever their clear eyebeama fell 
They caught the footsteps of the same. 


Of like mold are the students who hay still further 
broadened the glory of our age by proving evolution 


J 
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to be the law of naturas history; who bey shown 
that, however structureless the universe may hav 
been in the distant past—whether glowing solid, 
seething liquid, or lambent gas—yeí within its 
bosom lay sil the possibilities of the worlds around 
us. Lyeli laid the foundstion of tha theory of 
development when he established the sufficiency cf 
forces at work in modern times to acecuns for the 
earth’s geological history. Speetroscop; continued 
the impulse in a new path by giving support to 
Kanta nebular hypothesie, and by showing the innu- 
merabis host of heaven to be built up of like mstc- 
rials with our globe. Von Baer added suggestiv 
corroboration by his discovery that the history of 
the development of a race from iower forms is resa- 
pitulsied ia the transformations undergone by every 
individus! before birth. The arch of evidences of 
evoluiion arose rspidly under the hands of these 
men, yet its span required an explanation of how 
spesies came fo be and how man bas secended from 
humble forms of life. An arch all but finished may 
lack only a keystones to complete it; that added, it 
bas strength and beauty; that wanting, it has noi- 
ther: When Darwin supplied the keystone of evciu- 
tionary evidence in the fests of natural eelection and 
tho descent of man, ther, and then only, did the law 
of universal development fairly come into the posses- 
sion of mankind—a law, surely, of profoundest sig- 
nificance. By demonsirating nature to be s family, 
i$ give classification genetic relationship as its true 
besis. To education i$ indicates a new method, and 
the best, ihe order in which the fasnities unfold 
ig manifestly the order in which they can best be 
trained. 

It makes possible writing nature’s history pack- 
ward to the time when only chaos was, chaos as won- 
derful in the order enwrapped within it as the uai- 
verse developed in the sons. The universe it made 
one in a new sense, for it bound together, in a single 
web of causation, systems, worlds, life, mind. To 
hav. lived when thia great truth was advanced, 
debated, established, is a privilege to men rare in the 
eonturies. The inspiration felt by those who hav 
seen the old, isclating mists dissolve until each 
branch cf knowledge can be traced to convergence 
ia one mighty tree, is nob te be known io men of a 
later generation, who are of shose who inherit, not of 

kosa who win. Fortunate are they who liv in 5 
golden age like this, when ideas of the fire megni- 
tuđe mount above ths horizon, who are young 
onough to be adequately impressed by them, suffi- 
siently mature fo feel their significance aud think 
out their implications. 

Whilst our eoneepiions of nature hay been im- 
measurably extended, ia that her forces hav been 
shown £o be essentially one, and her substance es- 
sentially one, despite en ever-unfolding variety aud 
complexity; in that law has. been proved to reign 
throughout space in every manifestation of force, 
and throughout time in every transformation of mat- 
ter, yet more has betided the great epoch in which 
ws liv. Nothing else than the dignifying and per- 
festing the instrument by whioh these tremendous 
accessions to thought hay been earved out—the 
scientific method— now confessed ths one trusi- 
worthy means for the winning of all truth. It is $00 
soon to forecast its future victories, for the men who 
wield it exe too few and too newly drilled to hav 
more then begun an sttack which not only in the 
sphere of natura! science, but in the fields of art, 
history, and criticism, in reforms, moral, social, aad 
political, must ever gather strength and sweep. Yat 
already the vanguard of the army of science is as- 
sembled and in motion; we ean see the direction its 
forces ate taking, and ths disciplin under which they 
advance, In all its work, artistic, literary, critical, 
in fields of reform, it means reality, accuracy, fidel- 
ity to the directly observed and carefully eompre- 
hended fact. It disregards traditions, legends, and 
guesses, however closely associated with great names 
or ancient institutions. In their stead it is erecting 
8 new authority, which finds its sanctions in knowl- 
edge, in observation, experiment, reasoning; in un- 
tiring, impartial verification. Glad when it ean find, 
as it often ean, that men of old time had a fore- 
feeling of modern, scientific truth, but under all 
circumstances loyally pledged to declare exactly 
what it discovers, however much that loyalty may 
cause a valued heritsge to be disprized. Triumphs 
to us inconceivable doubtless await the centuries to 
come, but there will remeia as the inalienable glory 
of the nineteenth, that to the old question, What is 
iruth? it first gave, not the old snawer, Whatsoever 
has been so considered, but Whatsoever can be 
proved. 

À In that science has in our age demonstrated what 
hitherto was only suspected, that the universe has 
sn order both intelligible aud ascertainable, it has 
achieved the religious work of displaying nature as 
the manifestation of supreme intelligence, not ex- 
ternal £o it, but immanent init. What though that 
order be as yet little understood, the diameter: of 
human ignorance unmeasured? Therein is oppor- 
tunity and incitement for every man with heart snd 
brain to add to knowledge all he msy. 

GEORGE ILES. 
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FREETHOUGHT. 


The Symposium, concluded in last issue of Taz Trura 
SxkkEB, will be printed in pamphlet form at once, and 
orders may be sent in now. It is seldom that in one little 
work can be found the opinions of so many writers as in 
this Symposium. A book by 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll, R. B. Westbrook, 
Capt. R. C. Adams, E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Saladin (W. Stuart Ross), L. K. Washburn, 

H. O. Pentecost, - George E. Macdonald, 
Susan H. Wixon, . E. C. Walker, 
Samuel P. Putnam, F. M. Holland, 


Lucy N. Colman, 

Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, 
Charles Watts, J. H. Burnham, 

W. F. Jamieson, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 


.is something that every Freethinker will probably want to 


possess. Price, 25 cents. 
— —*-99———————— 


The Pictures. 


When the snow blockades in the West are entirely 
overcome we think the five hundred new subscribers 
needed to maintain the pictures in Taz Trova 
Szzkr» during 1890 will be soon made up. As it is, 
during the past seven days thirty-five hav been ob- 
tained on this account, making three hundred and 
forty-nine in all. The following donations hav also 
reached us: 


Parker Pillsbury, 
C. B. Reynolds, 


Frank Everly.. .. $3 00 | Albert Brooks............ 1 25 
W. A. Dunn... 7 50; A. Moot. .... lessen 1 00 
George Cook..... 75 B. W. Brockway........ 75 
E. D. Blakeman......... 1 00; Henry R. Teal............ 1 00 
J. H. Graves.............. 1 50! Mary Baird Finch....... 75 


Bringing the total of contributions up to $186 05. 
Two friends hav also added generously to the Lit- 
erature Fund—namely: 

L. Yeager... 


It is well to remember this fund, in order that 
work for liberty may be done promptly when occa- 
sion arises. During the past week we hav forwarded, 
at the expense of the American Secular Union, copies 
of “ Sabbath Breaking” to all the Senators and Rep- 
resentativs at Washington. Now that the World’s 
Fair contest is decided, the Sabbath Union people 
will be working energetically for Congressman 
Breckinridge’s Sunday law for the District of Colum- 
bia, and gome activ opposition is necessary. 

We would again call attention to the offer of “Try 
Square" as a premium for new subscribers to Tux 
Teura Szrxer. The terms are: Copies of the book 
to be given as premiums to, or for, new subscribers 
who pay the regular price of $3 for Tur Terora 
Sxzxza one year, before March 11th. One copy of 
the book to be given to every volunteer new sub- 
seriber, and one to every old subscriber who procures 
a new one af the regular price of $3. The price of 
the book by itself is $1. 

— 


A Tribute to Our Pictures. 


The following paragraph from San Francisco 
Freethought tells its own story : 

‘Tur TRUTH SEEKER gota good advertisment at the How- 
ard street Methodist church Sunday evening. Dr. Harcourt, 
the pastor, was discussing old notions of hell and salvation, 
and exhibited a copy of the paper to illustrate his remarks. 


murderers being launched into eternal bliss by a priest, 
while their unconverted victims writhed in the flames of hell. 
Dr. Harcourt said that the picture was the best illustration 
of the barbarous doctrin he had ever seen, and his congre- 
gation, which is among the largest in the city, appeared to 
agree with him." 

That is just what we print the pictures for, to 
show the people the horribleness of the Christian 
doctrins—and they do it. They may not always be 
pretty, but they are always strong, and each one 
points a moral and enforces an argument against 
superstitious teaching. Think of the good effect 
that one picture had upon a whole churchful of 
Methodists. If it aided them to get the idea of hell 
out of their heads it was worth the cost of the pict- 
ures for a whole year. 


Parochial Schools. 


Bishop Wigger, of Newark,.has ordered the priests 
of his charge to notify all Catholic parents that, in 
accordance with the decree of the plenary council at 
Baltimore, they must send their children to Catholic 
schools under penalty of denial of absolution. 

This order is in pursuance of the now well-known 
policy of the Romish authorities to withdraw all 
Catholic children from public schools in order to 
eventually obtain * separate " schools, conducted by 
the sects but supported by the state. At present 
there is little likelihood of this being brought about, 
at least in the Hast, and the bishop’s order is a matter 
which chiefly concerns Catholic parents and children, 
the latter not having very brilliant chances of getting 
even a decent elementary education.. 

The Protestants in Newark are much exercised ab 
the order, and say it should be resisted as dangerous 
and revolutionary. But as to this, we fail to see 
how the state can properly intervene. If the Cath- 
olics provide the schools at their own expense, they 
are certainly entitled to them and to send their chil- 
dren to them. There can be no question about this 
right, any more than there can be concerning the 
right of parents to send their boys to Methodist, 
Presbyterian, or Episcopal colleges. 

The danger of these parochial schools to the pub- 
lic lies in another phase. 

In many towns, especially in the West, where these 
schools hav been established, they hav superseded 
the public schools, and led to the discontinuance of 
the latter, or to a material reduction in the length of 
the school term. This, in one or two instances, was 
done by the vote of the town, a majority of tbe 
voters being Roman Catholics. The priests, con- 
troling the voters, said to their Protestant and 
Freethinking neighbors, Send your children to our 
schools, or nowhere. 

This danger, of course, is to be feared only where 
the Catholics control the township or municipality ; 
but where they do, the danger is great, and will re- 
quire firm statesmanship to meet it. Under local 
school rule, there is no way to meet it; it must be 
done by state laws, compelling every town to provide 
sufficient school accommodation and length of school 
term to insure every child at least an elementary ed- 
ueation. The right of a Catholic to use a religious 
school cannot be interfered with’; but in this way 
the churches are prevented from interfering with the 


public schools. 
— P 9————————— 


*God's Warnings." 


The Rev. David McAllister is one of the fanatics of 
the National Reform Association, the members of 
which constitute the God-in-the-Constitution party. 
For a recent sermon at Pittsburgh Mr. McAllister 
took as a text, “The Washington Calamity ; God's 
Call to National Repentance.” The calamity referred 
to is the terrible deaths met by Secretary Tracy’s 
wife and daughter—a calamity which all decent peo- 
ple can only lament, silently sympathizing with the 
widowed survivor. But Mr. McAllister had the 
heartless impudence to say: 

“ This government has always been ready to ‘acknowledge 
the blessings of God. Proclamations are issued by the pres- 
ident and the governors of the different states, calling upon 
the people to giv thanks for the blessings of the year. Why, 
then, should we not be ready to acknowledge the chas- 
tening hand of a divine providence? The view is held by 
many that calamities are to be regarded without any con- 
sideration as things caused by providence. This view is 
incorrect. We as & Christian nation must appreciate that 
God’s hand, while dealing out blessings, is also powerful 
to blight or to bring about those things which we do not 
call blessings. 

“The question now arises, where is the reason for the sin- 
gular train of calamities which has of late attended the 


The illustration was a cartoon by Heston representing some | course of those who hold the reins of our government? The 


question can be answered. It can be answered when the 
course of the present administration is pointed out—-when we 
observe how its actions correspond with the tone of a Chris- 
tian people. Take, for the first, the last Thanksgiving proc- 
lamation issued by President Harrison. In it thanks were 
directed to be offered by this Christian nation, but there 
was not even a reference to Jesus Christ. Had the omis- 
sion of this sacred name been accidental or caused by lack 
of forethought the case would not be so glaring. 

* But President Harrison was waited on by a committee 
and was earnestly solicited to insert in the proclamation the 
name of Jesus Christ. In the face of this Mr. Harrison 
refused to make the insertion. 

** Then come other official actions which are equal to this. 
Balls and festivities were given to which representativa of 
countries from all over the globe were invited and came. 
Many of these occasions, while not openly official, yet the 
manner in which they were given made them at least semi- 
official. And at every guest's plate three or four wine glasses 
were placed, and the wine was as plentiful as the food. 

** Tn many other ways the present administration has been 
a disappointing one to the Christian people of thisland. It 
was expected that with so many men in high and responsible 
positions who were stanch members of the Christian church, 
many long-looked-for reforms would be made. To-day in 
this great Christian country we are in many respects be- 
hind some of Europe's dynasty-stricken governments. The 
name of God is not mentioned in the Constitution. Although 
the land is filled with societies covering every line of moral 
work and trying to help on the great cause, yet in many in- 
stances they fail because they hav not the proper backing. 

“ From these things it is natural to suppose that provi- 
dence intends the recent Washington happenings as a warn- 
ing to the nation. Many of our people feel this and the 
reported close of the so-called socialseason in Washington 
is perhaps a sign that, while the ways of providence are 
often mysterious, they are at other times plain warnings to 
nations. Those who were struck down in Washington were 
not any worse than their fellow-citizens; but the latter 
should not fail to heed God’s warning.” 


It isa too apparent fact that the rulers of this 
country hav been assigning to an unknown and un- 
knowable quantity credit for the prosperity and wel- 
fare of the country which properly belorgs to the 
people, but this was not one of their legal duties but 
only a way they took to thrust their private opinions 
upon others. But that neglect to still more outra- 
geously abuse the privileges of their offices by ac- 
knowledging a particular divinity of a particular 
religion should call down upon them the wrath of 
this unknown and unknowable quantity, called God, 
is so ridiculous an assertion that its maker seems out 
of place in any house but one devoted to the cure of 
the insane. That Secretary Tracy’s family should 
be burnt up because wine was used at a public din- 
ner shows a conception of God so hideous that one 
not professed and professional Christian would be 
called blasphemous should he hold it. Besides, Mr. 
MeAllister's God was once fond of wine himself, if 
the sacred book does not teil us falsely. 

There is one paragraph in this report of Mr. 
McAllister’s raving that is probably news to many— 
that is, that President Harrison was asked and re- 
fused to insert the name of Jesus Christ in his 
Thanksgiving proclamation. The statement reveals 
the astounding fanatical effrontery of the National 
Reform Association people. Jesus Ohrist—if he 
ever lived—has no more to do with this government 
than has Julius Cesar, or any other dead Jew or 
Roman. To use his name as requested of Mr. Har- 
rison, would hav been a flagrant outrage upon all 


Americans, and a miserable offense to those of other 


nationalities who do not recognize nor believe the 
Christian religion. It would hav been a betrayal of 
trust, and that it should be asked of those “ men in 
high and responsible positions who are stanch mem- 
bers of the Christian church,” speaks badly for the 
honor and morality of the Reform Association. The 
men who compose the Association seem to be ex- 
ceedingly unscrupulous demagogs. 

And, furthermore, to prove, if proof were needed, 
that this is so, we may say that the men or Associa- 
tions who are not satisfied with the piety of this 
administration must be hard indeed to guit. 

———— — ok tee ee 
The Illinois Supreme Court. 

The supreme court of Illinois is not regarded by 
the Chicagoans as possessing very sound judgment. 
One of the judges has recently granted a writ of 
error in the case of Neebe, one of the imprisoned 
Anarchists, and if the writ be sustained it will giv 
all of those unfortunate men now alive a new trial, 
and make the execution of the others a monstrous 
legal blunder. In view of this “freak,” as the 
Journal calls the issuance of the writ, “there will 
be an unsatisfactory feeling regarding any decision 
the supreme court may render.” 
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` Another cause of complaint against *he court is 
the report that a question regarding Cath. u^ church 
property is likely to be interposed, though why the 
property of that church is more interested than the 
property of other churches, says the Journal, is 
hardly visible to the naked eye. It is said that 
church property is exempt from general taxation, 
but not from special assessments, and that the 
Oatholics will therefore vigorously oppose any plan 
but that of general taxation or of bonds, both being 
ultimately the same. Judge Prendergast, who is the 
board, is a devout. Oatholic, and perhaps this fact 
. caused the question to be raised as regards that 
church only. But it affects all church property alike 
in proportion to its value. Furthermore, it is 
thought that Judge Prendergast, who has now 
qualified as one of the city’s sanitary trustees, must 
resign his county judgeship. The Journal gays that 
undoubtedly the two offices are incompatible, as 
Prendergast as judge has to pass on the acts of 
Prendergast and his colleagues as truetees—that is, 
in case of special assessments which the county 
court must approve. 

Considering the procedure of the supreme court 
in convicting the Anarchists, and then when popular 
clamor has in a measure subsided, granting a writ of 
error in their cases; and the further astonishing 
action in the case of the St. Mary’s Training School, 
where a former plain decision was not followed be- 
cause of the sympathy of one judge with the new 
defendant, it is not to be regarded as remarkable 
that the people are losing confidence in the court. 
If the judges pronounce one thing legal at one time, 
and its opposit legal and right at another, citizens of 
Illinois will not know whether the judges are exercising 
the very human prerogativ of changing their minds, 
or whether they ever knew what is law and had 
any but very hazy notions of what is right. 

—— 9 


A Committee on Public Safety. 


At its meeting on February 2ist the Manhattan 
Liberal Club passed these resolutions and appointed 
A. A. Levy, Lucien Saniel, and Dr. Huldah F. Gunn 
the Committee named therein: 


** WagzREAS, Recent events in this community and else- 
where throughout the country indicate the existence of a 
conspiracy on the part of certain religious authorities acting 
in conjunction with the capitalistic class, to restrict and re- 
Strain the usefulness of the public school system of the 
Unitea States by crippling its resources through the inade- 
quate appropriation of public money and otherwise, thus 
preventing the growth of the common school system in due 
proportion to the increase of the population, and otherwise, 
the expectation of both parties to this conspiracy being that, 
by this means, they will finally be able to limit the public 
education of the masses to the most elementary branches, 
and thus, by keeping them in comparativ ignorance, pre. 
vent the increasing dissatisfaction of the working people 
with existing social conditions from finding expression, and 

‘© WgERE:8, The keeping in comparativ ignorance of the 
people is thus frankly and bratally admitted to be the com- 
mon reliance of the ministers of superstition and those who 
profit by the present state of social injustice, and 

** Waereas, It is highly important that, in this crisis, the 


friends of humanity, the lovers of political and religious 


freedom, and the advocates of social justice should begin 
to combine against their common enemy, therefore be it 

“ Resolved, That the Manhattan Liberal Club hereby ap- 
points a standing committee of three, with full power, whose 
duty it shall be to invite the coóperation of all other socie- 
ties, clubs, and organizations of like opinions, aspirations, 
and tendencies by the appointment of similar committees to 
work in unison in every possible way for the protection of 
the liberties, the education, and social and governmental in- 
terests of the people, and the furtherance of religious and 
civic freedom and social justice among men, and be it 
further : 

‘Resolved, That this committee be known as the Commit- 


tee of Public Safety.” 

There is no doubt that the primary public schools 
of this city are of little value, and that there is an 
attempt being made by a certain element to render 
them still more worthless. The method of instruc- 
tion is not wise nor efficient. A child will learn 
more in a New England country school in six months 
than he will in a New York school in twice the time. 
And the disturbing element is not so much the 
“ oppitalistic” class as it is the Catholic church. 
The object of the church of course is to hav insuf- 
ficient public school accommodations and so drive 
more children into the church schools. The Suz is 
about the only “capitalistic” representativ which has 
expressed a desire to limit the education provided by 
the public schools to a mere elementary course, and 
the Sun is well known as a caterer to Catholicism. 

There is a bill now before the legislaturs at Al- 


bany, introduced in the senate by Mr. Ahearn and 
advocated in the assembly by Mr. Dinkelspiel, which 
this Committee of Public Safety will do well to 
watch. The bill provides for an increase of the 
Board of Education from twenty-one to twenty-four 
members, and requires that each member of the 
Board shall be appointed from a separate city dis- 
trict, and shall be at the time an actual resident of 
the district he represents. The idea is to get upon 
the Board a large number of members from below 
Fourteenth street and those living on the east and 
west sides of the town, where the Catholics run 
things. At present there is only one member of 
the Board residing below Fourteenth street, while if 
the bill becomes a law the number would be in- 
creased to sixteen. In all these wards the Catholics 
control the elections and the appointments. With 
members of the board from such districts the church 
could do very nearly as she pleased with our gchools, 
and everybody knows pretty well what that would be. 

The Committee on Public Safety can safely let the 
capitalistic element slone for & while and devote 
their time and energies to watching the Roman Cath- 


olio church. 
—_ 2 4- 


The Unreasonableness of Christians. 


The Ithaca Daily Journal recently made this 
sentiment of a contemporary its own: 

** Another hideous evil is perpetrating iniquity in the name 
of religion. The faith cure which leaves an ailing person 
deprived of the rational means of help and restoration to 
health through an impudent relegation of the invalid to su- 
pernatural restoration, should be suppressed by law.” 

This subject, says Judge Stephen Brewer, a dis- 
tinguished jurist of that city, will bear a little closer 
examination. Viewed from the standpoint cf mere 
worldly wisdom, the animadversion would seem to 
be quite in the line with right thinking; but exam- 
ined in the light of Bible religion, it is without doubt 
open to the charge of being wise above what is writ- 
ten. 

It can never be too often impresse! upon the 
alleged Christian publie, that in this matter either 
the New Testament or the doctors hav got to go. 
The New Testament is very plain—both in the King 
James and the revised version—on the subject. 
any sick among you?” asks James. “Let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oii in the name of the Lord, 
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up.” This doctrin is in har- 
mony also, as Judge Brewer points out, with other 
passages of the “holy writ." The language used is 
not ambiguous nor vague. Iis a direct and pointed 
prescription, as plainly so a8 a direction to take Dr. 
Lyon’s cough balsam for an irritation of the throat. 
It cannot be explained away; it is not an interpola- 
tioi—though, to be sure, no one knows who wrote 
the epistle of James; it is just as authoritstiv and 
as much inspired as any other portion of the Bible. 
And yet no one but a few “Christian scientists,” 
called cranks for short, believes it to be meant for 
anything but a “glittering generality ;' certainly no 
rational Christian would think of adopting it. They 
look upon it, practically, as they regard another ex- 
clamation of the same author : i 

** Go to now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries 
that are coming upon you. . . . Your gold and your 
silver are rusted; and their rust shall be for a testimony 
against you, and shall eat your flesh as fire.” 

Christians strive for riches, and send for a doctor 
to prolong their enjoyment of them. And the great 
body of them do not read their Bible. If it was 
once read to them so they understood it, they would, 
as Thoreau says, leave the meeting-house, and there 
would not be one stone of it left upon another. It 
is only because they do not know it, and it is never 
explained to them, that they believe the Bible. Let 
them be consistent and either repudiate it—as they 
repudiate the greater portion of the sermons and 
traditions of centuries ago—or cease putting men in 
jail for practicing its plain teachings—or let them 
liv up to it in its entirety. This last, of course, would 
be s calamity, but it would hasten the advent of a 
true civilization, for as the Ithaca jurist puts it, it is 
safe to predict that immediately on the advent of 
such s time and such living on the part of the great 
body of Christians, the world’s attention in this age 
of progress would be startlingly arrested ; blind eyes 
would be opened; desf ears would be unstopped ; 


error and superstition, made conspicuous, would be; 
| to he tried again some time next month. 


sure to get a tremendous set-back, and truth and 


Criminals,” makes a pamphlet of nearly fifty pages. 


[1] Is 


common sense would receive an impulse as prompt as 
it would be memorable and beneficent. 


— e 
Editorial Notes. 
CorowzL IsaERsOLUS latest speech, ‘‘Crimes Against 
It is 
printed in the same elegant shape that Mr. Farrell affects 
with all of his great relativ’s works, and sells for ten cents. 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER will supply the public. 

Tux National Guardian, published in Calcutta, India, 
transfers to its title-page the picture adorning the same page 
of Taz TRuTE Szrxer of September 28th. It is a telling 
thrust at the missionaries in India, and the National Guardian 
has done well in reprinting it. It brings the lesson home to 
the very people the church is after. 

Iris pretty certain that when the next General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian church meets it will revise its Confession 
of Faith. And now some Methodists think that there are 
some doctrins taught in their churches which are behind the 
times, and need the pruning-knife. At this rate the churches 
will revise Christianity out of existence, leaving but a lot of 
church buildings in which Sunday lectures and week-day 
entertainments may be held. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Driver is in Washington state advertising 
himself in his lecture notices thus: ‘‘ Dr. Driver is.celebrated 
as the only man who ever defeated Robert G. Ingersoll on 
his own ground.” A subscriber at Port Townsend desires 
to know ‘‘ on what point Dr. Driver defeated Colonel Inger- 
soll? We are sorry not to be able to enlighten our friend, 
but we really do not know. Colonel Ingersoll does not know 
either. No one knows but Dr. Driver, and he is reticent on 
the subject, as becomes a modest man. 


A PRETTY good specimen of the kind of clerks we now hav. 
in our city government under Tammany Hall is the one 
revealing himself by his penmanship and orthography on the 
back of a jury notice served on the Editor of THz TRUTH 
SEEKER last week. The individual summoned is called an 
*editEr" and his place of business is marked as in ‘‘ La- 
fEyette" place. If the penmanship could be reproduced 
the scholarly attainments of the clerk would be noted as 
about on the level with the Editor's boy of ten. 


Tue Sun two Sundays ago printed a page account of Tal- 
mage, in which that reverend gentleman is pretty plainly 
called, and proved to be, a humbug. His accomplishments 
as an acrobatic ora'or, his peculiar attempts to raise money 
to build his new church, his lack of real influence, his mean- 
ness in money matters and thrift in selling sermons he never 
delivered, his buffoonery at Mars Hill aud Calvary, and his 
general good-for-nothingness as a ‘‘soul saver " are all dwelt 
upon in separate chapters, and the summing up might well 
be that the Brooklyn mountebank is a commercial Christian, 
for revenue, and that only, being neither a scholar, sincere 
preacher, nor unselfish worker for others. 


Tur Christian Advocate says: '' The season thus far in 
most parts of the country has been unfavorable for special 
religious services having in view the awakening of commu- 
nities and the conversion of sinners. The sections ordinarily 
covered with snow, and affording the finest opportunities 
for locomotion, hav been submerged beneath oceans of mud. 
The influenza has silenced fur weeks together hundreds of 
ministers and affected so many of the congregations, espe- 
cially among the aged—often the most efficient helpers a 
pastor has in revivals—as to lessen the congregations to one- 
half or one-third their usual numbers. In many instances, 
when a hopeful work was begun, the sudden invasion of La 
Grippe brought everything to a stand, transformed the pop- 
ulation into invalids and nurses, and imposed upon the pas- 
tor, if not himself a sufferer, the duty of visiting the 
sick and burying the dead. Where the influenza has not 
been thus general, many hav been so busy talking and read- 
ing about it, and so much afraid of it, that attention has 
been dissipated and religious activity has ceased.” May an 
unregenerate sinner be allowed to ask why the Lord didn't 
send the snow, and why he did send the grip? 


Mr. W. E. Rew, the Michigan medium now in the toils of 
Wanamaker, has revived the Olive Branch, in the last num- 
ber of which he says: ‘Tax TRurH BEzkER is without 
doubt the most conservativ Liberal journal in the world, and ` 
yet Liberal in all that the word implies. We are glad to see 
its readers coming to the rescue so that its engravings can be 
continued. Those who hav tried it little realize all that it 
means to continue as a lifework ‘Liberal journalism.’ 
Personally, we can never forget that, although differing with 
us in religious views, it has persistently continued in deliver- 
ing sledge-hammer blows in defense of the principles in- 
volved in the case entitled, ‘The United States vs. Walter 
E. Reid?” Tag TauTH Szzxer is conservativ (if that be 
the proper word) because it. knows that human beings are 
fallible and that a man who thinks to-day that he has a 
scheme which is sure to bring the miliennium, is quite apt to 
find out to-morrow that he may be wrong. It is well to go 
slow in some things, even at the risk of being called con- 
servativ. Mr. Reid will probably concede this, as he seems 
to hav a pretty clear idea of the many good qualities of the 
paper. And, by the way, Mr. Reid has been East but the 
Editor of Tas Teura SEEKER and his friend McArthur d d 
not obtain the promised sitting for slate-writing. Mr. Reid 
is now attending to business in Grand Rapida, and expects 
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Zetters from Mriends. 


Le Roxsvirrz, Pa., Feb. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I regard the pictures with favor; every one 
embraces a sermon or lecture. C. W. Siooum. 


GrxxNs FERRY, IDA., Feb. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed are stamps for the Annuat for 
1890. Do not stop the pictures if you can help it. 
T. R. STEVENSON. 


. Morean, Tex., Feb. 7, 290. 
Mr. Eprrog: I am in favor of the cartoons. I hav tried 
to get others to subscribe, but could not. 
Yours truly, HIRAM SNODGRASS. 


Logan, Uram, Feb. 1, 1890. 
Mr. EnrroR: I am for advancement, and believe the pict- 
ures to be good educators. They awaken thought which 
would otherwise be dormant. I. W. WILKINSON. 


Fort Briss, Tex., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $4. Please continue 
my TaurH SEEKER, send me the ANNUAL for 1890, and apply 
balence to the picture fund. J. A. Murray, U. S. A. 


. AUBURN, Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $8 50 for Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
‘and ANNUAL of 1890, and twenty-five cents toward the pict- 
ures, as I should love to see them continued. 
i Mary J. Jones. 


RoonzsTER, N. H., Feb. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $5— $8 for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and the balance 
for the pictures. I hopethat the pictures may be continued. 
Yours respectfully, Eua CADIEUX. 


FARLEY, Ia., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Find inclosed $5.75 to extend my subscrip- 
tion two years, and for the ANNUALSs for 1888, 1889, and 1890. 
I am in favor of the cartoons, but hav not been able to 
secure the new subseriber. H. Girwons. 


Pr. Preasant, Ia., Feb. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money for renewal and a copy 
of ‘* Try-Square,” also $5 for two new subscribers. I will 
try and send you two or three more soon. We vote for the 
pictures. J. R. SELBE. 


MissEAPOLIS, MINN., Feb. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5.25 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
another year to my address. Also the ANNUAL, and still 
better, $2.50 for & new subscriber. We both vote for the 
pictures. Respectfully, M. E. FELTON. 


Canpu, N. H., Feb. 7, 290. 
Mz. Eprrog: I hav tried hard to get at least one new sub- 
scriber, but hav not as yet. Hav mercy on a poor man & lit- 
tle longer, and I will do the best Ican. I want to vote for 
the pictures. Yours truly, with respect, L. C. TRUE. 


Dwiamr, Irr., Feb. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprros: I should hav written last week, but I thought 
that by waiting till now I would get one new subscriber, but 
failed to doso. I vote for the pictures, but Iam unable to 
help in money for them. WirzLIAM WALKER. 


ConREOTIONVILLE, IA., Jan. 30, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: A short time since, I promised you a new 
subscriber. Here he is. Send the copy of “ Try-Square,” 
Offered asa premium, to the undersigned. We both want 
the pictures continued. H. Q. Briss. 


Fort Farrer, Feb. 9, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find $5— $8 to be credited to 8. L. 
Conant on his subscription, fifty cents for two copies of the 
ANNUAL, to be sent to said Conant, and the balance Mr. 
Conant contributes to the picture fund. R. D. BAKER. 


; Fresno FLATS, CAL., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find fifty cents for two 
ANNUALS. Also accept my vote for the continuance of the 
pictures. At the request of Mr. L. Powel, I send his vote 
for the continuance of the pictures. W. E. LARAMORE. 


Nzosno, Mo., Feb. 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I am glad that I can inform you that I hav 
finally succeeded in getting you & new subscriber at the reg- 
ular rate of $3, which entitles him to the premium ** Try- 
Square.” Add two strong votes for the pictures. 
Respectfully, E. SoHoENBORN. 


Kiowa, Cor., Jan. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Enrron: I hav the promis of two subscribers as soon 
as they get the money. "They say Heston is a brick, and so 
say I. The pictures take well here, and as soon as I get the 
money to spare I will giv it to pay for them. 
FRED. Forster. 


BarriMonE, Mbo., Feb. 12, 1890. 
Mez. Epiror: As for the pictures, I do not think you are 
illustrated enough. I think that many points that are made 
by Freethought lecturers are now lost that would not be if 
they were illustrated each with a small cut. 
Respectfully, F. A. Everitt. 


Sr. PauL, Minn., Jan. 31, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: In regard to Mr. Heston’s pictures, I hope 
you will continue them, as speaking about matters i8 never so 
effectiv as when aided by pictures, and I think we could 
not offend the other side by illustrating their teaching. 
: Yours, JoHN BAYER. 


Garor, N. M., Jan. 16, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please send the TEUTH SEEKER ANNUAL and 
a catalog of Freethought books. I hav been trying to raise 
a club, but failed. I will try again. I should like to hav 
the pictures continued. Ler THoMas.. 
FRAOKVILLE, Pa., Jan. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Please send THE TrutH SEEKER to the fol- 
lowing address for 1890. Inclosed find $2 in payment of the 
same. I would like to see the cartoons continued. I will 
do all I can to help them along. RIOHARD CHAPPELL. 


Feb. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $8.25 to renew my subscription 
and for the ANNUAL. Pictures or not, I must hav the paper. 
I think the pictures attract more than they repel. They ex- 
cite the children so they ask a great many questions about 
them. In that way they are a means of instruction. 
SHannon Topp. 


Spenogr, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER four months. We subscribe chiefly on account of 
the cartoons. We would be pleased to see the picture of 
those two milch cows drawing the creator of all the shining 
worlds over the mountain to the coast of Bethshemesh. 
Hespectfully yours, EaaLE KNirg Works. 


ArBERT LEA, Minn., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav taken the paper for one year, and I 
can say that I feel that it has been the cause of making me 
a better man, morally and in many other ways, than all the 
religious papers I ever read, or all the orthodox sermons I 
ever listened to. Continue the cartoons. They are grand. 
Yours, etc., G. Q. Sroouw. 


Jan. 81, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I send money for your paper. I want that 
paper one more year, at least. Iam pleased to see the exact 
likeness of the ancient fools and barbarians of the past. 
They do not vary much from the present patterns all round 
us at present. But Heston must be the greatest seer of this 
age. Y. E. MoCLENDON. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Feb. 13, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I inclose $5 to renew and for a new sub. 
scriber, which I take pleasure in sending. In regard to the 
pictures, as I said before, those on the first page are inval- 
uable. On the last page I think we could do without, and 
the space could be utilized by the likenesses of notable 
Freethinkers, perhaps at less expense. JNo. DowNzs. 


Mma, Fra., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprronz: Inclosed find $1, for which please send me 
the TgvTE SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, and the Bruno pamphlet 
No.2. The balance is to be applied on the Literature Fund. 
I vote for the pictures being continued, but can get no sub- 
scribers, and only succeed in causing the people to look 
upon me as some strange, unnatural being. 
A. E. KITTELLE. 


Newton, Monr., Jan. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5.25, fer which please send 
me THE TRUTH SEEKER, also the ANNUAL, and the ‘ Secret 
of the East,” by Felix L. Oswald; also please send a copy 
of “Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gardener, to the 
young lady whose address I append. Hoping that the pict- 
ures may be continued, I am, 


Very respectfully yours, Austin DILTS. 


Br. PAUL, Minn., Feb. 7, 290. 
Mr. Eprror: I hope you will continue the cartoons. 
Within the past three weeks a member of the Presbyterian 
church, by picking up my paper, has been led to think. He 
begged me to let him read Paine’s ' Age of Reason.” He 
read it, and is now reading other like works, and I believe 
that now you could not shoot him back into the church. 

This, all from seeing those cartoons. JoHN MONROE. 


RoonzsTER, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: Send the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO. I hav not been able yet to get any sub- 
scribers for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, but I send all the papers 
away as soon as read to parties who I think will be interested 
and appreciate what they contain, and it is possible some 
may subscribe through that. Taz TRUTH BEExzR is a wel- 

come visitor either with or without cartoons. 
Yours sincerely, Rota BRETTELL. 


‘Cosumngs, Jan. 15, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Feeling an interest in the spread of Liberal 
and Freethought principles, I hav induced a few of my 
neighbors to subscribe for Taz Truro SEEKER. I may add 
that the subscribers were much pleased with the pictures, 
and we hope they will be continued. Please find inclosed 
$16. I also inclose $6, for which send me the inclosed list 

of works I hav selected from your columns. 
W. R. GnaiusgAW. 


PrANTSVILLE, Cons., Feb. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Epnrrog: Now, while the old ‘subscribers are looking 
up new subscribers, continue the pictures. If at the end of 
the year you hav not enough Subscribers to make it pay, 
publish the amount you are short. I would ask all subscrib- 
ers to make this amount up, and Ithink they willdo it. I 
shall try for one or two Subscribers. Find inclosed money 
for subscription, ANNUAL, and books named. 
Yours respectfully, J. J. WrrgaM. - 


Fort Maarmmis, Mont., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz : Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL 
of 1890, I cannot promis you any new subscribers, but 


. Long liv Taz TRUTH Szexer and Watson Heston. 


will try toget some. There are several Liberals here, and if 
the pictures are dropped out they will never subscribe. By 
all means keep Heston at work. The pictures are two-thirds 
of the paper. Most men like me, raised in the West and 
self-educated, can read the pictures at a glance and under- 
stand them. Anyone who says the pictures ought to go does 
not know enough to ache when in pain. E. G. ABBOTT. 


. ARGENTA, Jan. 80, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $6 25—$5 to pay for my sub- 
scription and that of a friend I hav selected in the distance. 
$1 is donated to continue the pictures, not only one, but 
both. Our friend Heston has the power to hang up biblical 
absurdities by the tail. I hav known Christians to pick up 
my paper, look at the pictures, turn red in the face at first, 
and then laugh. Plain cases—don’t you see that it does them 
good? To read of a thing, and to see it, are quite different. 
A. BEsSETTE. 


JAMESTOWN, PA., Jan. 91, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: For the inclosed please send me the ANNUAL 
for 1890; the remainder place to the credit of a new sub- 
scriber as below. Blow your bugle until the hosts of super- 
stition are compelled to surrender the fort, and the knees of 
the priests quiver and quake and they cry for the rocks and 
hills to fall upon them and hide them from impending wrath. 
We need the pictures. And let me say to our new-born, 
faint-hearted Liberals, that the truth must pierce the sink 
of abominations with the force of twenty lightning flashes, 

and that the pictures help. JERRY Brooxway. 


OAELAND, CAL., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose $8— $5 to extend my subscription 
to your paper for two years, and $3 for the pictures. I 
believe the cartoons will add to the circulation of the paper. 
Our leading Sunday papers a:e illustrated, and they find it 
takes with the public. So.I hope Mr. Heston will go on 
with his good work, as he seems to understand the Bible 
thoroughly. Heaton would make a splendid lecturer in the 
Young Men's Christian Association or teacher in Sabbath- 
schools, as he could make clear on the blackboard the char- 

acters and scenery of the Bible. A. W. Roor. 


6 Mitz Broox, N. S., Feb. 5, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $5.25 to pay for THE 
Truro SEEKER, and the book called ** Bible Myths," and the 
ANNUAL. I see a very large majority of patrons vote for 
Heston and the pictures. I also vote the whole ticket. 
Heston is worthy of great praise, indeed. Instead of injur- 
ing your paper the pictures help it very much. Prayer- 
meetings and revivals are the order of the day here, so that 
I can do nothing by way of a new subscriber. The thing is 
utterly impossible. I wish you would send a copy of your 
paper to the address of the friend inclosed. 

Yours truly, 


JAMES Barry. 


PriNiILLAS, Fra., Feb. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: In regard to pictures in THE TRUTH SEEKER- 
Iam pleased to see that a large proportion of your corre- 
spondents are in favor of them. I am also one of that num, 
ber, and to express my appreciation of them I inclose $5 
toward their cost. I notice that almost everyone first looks 
8t the pictures. When the paper was sent to my office 
everyone there would examin the cartoons, if they did not 
read the paper. I hav seen the time when such pictures 
would hav shocked me. I think such shocking very useful 
to many people. It will set many to thinking where nothing 

else would. A. H. FRANE. 


Aspen, CoL., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Within the next four weeks I will send you 
$8 to continue the cartoons in THz TRUTHS SEEKER. I am 
also authorized to promis the same amount from Peter Wes- 
terlund, a subscriber and admirer of Tae TRUTH ÑSEKER. 
I will send his and my substantial vote at the same time. 
But we 
all know that none can liv on air. Why should not all of us 
do all we can, without material injury to ourselvs, to sustain 
those who work hard and devote their whole life for the 

cause that is so dear to us? Let us all do our best. 
Bincerely yours, JoHN EsNGsTROM. 


Canron, O., Jan. 13, 1890. 
Mz. Ep:ror: I hav beenseeking for a subscriber ever since 
my subscription ran out, and hav not yet succeeded. As I 
cannot get a new subscriber, I will help you on the pictures 
soon. Ido not want the pictures stopped, for I think them 
the best part of the paper. Andifthey are stopped my sub- 
scription stops also. So keep on if you possibly can. There 
hav not been any cartoons too rough for me. Iam sorry to 
tell you that they are not half rough enough. I will soon 
help to keep Heston alive. I cannot send you many names 

of Liberals for sample copies, but will giv you a few. 

Yours for liberty, D. 8. AuNGsT. 

Sarem, O., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Since sending the money for the renewal of 
my paper on the 10th of January, I hav observed quite an 
interest and increase in favor of Mr. Heston’s glorious work ; 
but I am apprehensiv that there is not near enough sent in 
to pay the expenses of Mr. Heston’s pictures yet. Bo you 
will find inclosed $5, for the encouragement of some of the 
brethren strong in the faith to do likewise. For the truth’s 
sake do not let the good work linger. You may send me 
the ‘‘ Try-Square "— name of an article that I am some- 
what familiar with, having owned and used it at tbe bench 

for the greater part of my life. SIMEON SHARP. 


ORANGEVILLE, Pa , Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $4 for which please send 
one Binder for Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 1890, one copy of 
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“ Antichrist,” and four TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAIS for 1890. 
The balance apply on the picture fund. I would hav sent 
three new subscribers if money was not 80 scarce. I had 
their promis, but they could not get the money. I think 
they will subscribe yet, as soon as they can. There would 
then hav been four more votes for the pictures. I would 
vote pictures every time, and let those that did not like them 
look the other way. I think the picture of Robert Burns in 
the last issue is worth more than the rest of the paper, al- 
though it is a very good one. M. S. HAYHURST. 


BRIDGEVILLE, CAL., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: On the 10th of this month, I sent two new 
subscribers and $8 for books, but forgot to say a word about 
the pictures. It was the pictures that first caught my eye 
last September, and I subscribed immediately, and the two 
new subscribers I sent on the 10th wish the pictures to be 
continued. I now send two more subscribers, so you can 
see what the pictures hav done here. Iliv in the mountains 
where houses and Infidels are few and far between, and this 
winter the roads are bad, which makes hard traveling, but I 
am doing my best to keep Heston designing. I would like 
to send four subscribers every month. But there is one 
thing certain—that I and Taz TRUTH SEEKER are joined for 

life. Please send five ANNUALS as well. W. H. BARNWELL. 


BELLEVILLE, Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: In the capacity of a true Liberal, I consider 
it my duty to meet your request regarding the pictures. The 
evidence has been well weighed on both sides, the balance 
of which has fashioned in my mind the opinion that those 
who object to the cartoons are of a pusillauimous spirit and 
should be termed mushroom thinkers. I hav come to the 
conclusion that the pictures hav acted as a moral sieve which 
separates the chaff from the wheat. That is, they hav aided 
in the work of separating the chaff of superstition from the 
wheat of truth and equity. You will find inclosed $1. Send 
me this year’s ANNUAL, the balance use to aid the pictures. 

I will use my best endeavors to get you some subscribers. 

Yours sincerely, E. MARSHALL. 


ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: My vote is for Heston and the pictures, and 
I will back up my vote with a second subscription in favor 
of my father, which I will send soon. Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
is by all odds the best equipped Liberal journal published in 
the United States, and I am proud of its advanced position 
upon all questions affecting the liberty of the human mind. 
As a Spiritualist, I stand for the widest toleration and free- 
dom of thought. I do not wish to be nothing when the dis- 
solution of the body occurs, so stand upon the platform of 
belief in spiritualistic existence when the call comes and I 
lay down the tools of mortal life. With many wishes for the 

success of your able and liberty-loving paper, I remain, 
Yours truly, Tuomas M. TAYLOR. 


Wasuineton, Pa., Feb. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5, of which use $4 50 for sub- 
scription and books as directed, and fifty cents to pay for 
.Heston's pictures. I wish I was able to do more, but I am 
not at present. 
great portion of the people than the columns of print. 
There is a large portion of the people that cannot read a 
paseage of printed matter and understand anything of it, but 
show a picture and they are convulsed with either laughter 
or rage, and either one does them good. It has started 
something that will in many cases never rest again. I want 
Tue TRUTH Serxer as long as I can pay for it, and it is the 
free, Liberal, open journal that it is now, and has been since 

I hav been reading it—that is, the last nine years. 
Very truly yours, E. P. BLY. 


ET Tzx., Feb. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $5.25 for Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
two years and the ANNUAL for 1890. The pictures are coarse, 
rough, and distasteful, and do not do anything in the line of 
Freethought. I hav been skeptical from less than ten years 
old. My father and mother were Primitiv Baptists. Father 
was a preacher, and a good man. They taught me lessons 
of the exalted greatness and goodness of God, his unchange- 
ableness, truthfulness, and purity. Yet I find in the Bible 
that he changed his purposes often; that he sent lying 
spirits and strong delusions to peoples that they might err 
and be severely punished by him; that he ordered not only 
wicked men slain but sucklings, innocent babies. Such a 
God is not the God my parents taught me to reverence and 

adore. A pure god is my god. Lem JONES. 


BzNMILLER, ONT., Jan. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Enrron: I see my subscription runs out on Jan. 16, 
1889, and as I do not wish to lose one copy of the best paper 
printed I inclose $5.25—$3 for the paper, twenty-five cents 
for the ANNUAL when ready; the balance you can apply 
where you think it will do the most good, as I cannot get a 
new subscriber. I wish to do my part, but Iam an old man 
of seventy years, and hav to fight out a living on a farm. 
And crops not good and prices low make times hard, and 
my only help is one boy. I hav been trying to get a new 
subscriber, but cannot. But there were signs of improve- 
ment yesterday. I was at the wool factory and the owner 
said he would Jike to see some of Ingersoll’s works, as he 
heard he was a hard man to corner. I said I could giv him 
his ** Defense of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy,” which I 

send to-morrow. WirniaM Lone. 


Port ANGELES, WatH., Jan. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: At a meeting of Freethought people held 
at Port Angeles on January 26th, a Secular society was 
organized, with Mr. John Coolidge as president, 
Laura E. Peters vice-president, Mr. Frank Morse secretary, 
Mrs. McLoughlin treasurer, The meeting was quite enthu- 


I think the pictures are stronger with a 


siastic and unanimous on the questions presented for con- 
sideration, and the friends of Secularism are well represented 
in this locality. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Peters were chosen 
delegates to attend the state convention, and Mr. Adolph 
Anderson recommended as vice-president of the state Union 
for this locality. There are about one thousand inhabitants 
in this vicinity, and about half of them are Liberals. The 
rest are very Liberal Christians. Mra. Laura Peters is get- 
ting up a club for Tug Truro Seeker. Yours for truth and 
liberty, Mr. Heston’s cartoons included, Frank MoRsE. 


Watron, Inp., Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I see that a few persons hav advised a way 
by which Mr. Heston might make the pictures handsome, 
etc. Their talk sounds as it would for a man to go to Mr. 
Parton and advise him to go to Colonel Ingersoll and tell the 
great orator how he should make a speech about the Gods, 
for fear the tiger might snarl. Heston is as far ahead of his 
critics as Robert G. Ingersoll is ahead of his carpers. To 
stop Mr. Heston’s pictures would be as damaging to liberty 
of thought as it would be to muzzle Robert G. Ingersoll 
from lecturing and writing against priestcraft and old foolish 
theology. If nature can make a handsome object from a 
vicious and slimy subject, so can Heston make a handsome 
picture; otherwise not, and be true to his own genius and 
subject. You will find inclosed $1 for Heston’s abilities, and 

more before long. E. Van Busxinx, M.D. 


Rounp VALLEY, CAL., Jan. 4, 1890. 

Mz, EpiTOR: I am a subscriber of this paper from its 
commencement. It is becoming better and better every 
year, and I wish for its continuance to the end of the world. 
Its articles are gems, and are calculated to elevate man to 
glory, wealth, and honor. Its editorials prove scholarship, 
and reveal a keen investigator. He is in his place, and must 
be a philosopher. The cartoons are right, for the Bible is 
wrong. The pictures to the eye are not worse than Ingersoll 
and Peck to the mind. It is necessary vessels should be 
procured to hold and carry according to need. In my house 
there are more than sugar-bowls and honey-dishes. I was 
going to say, God bless you, but I do not know of any to 
do it, and the other fellow you do not want. Please find 
inclosed $10—$6 for Tug Trura SEEKER, $2.50 for ‘‘ Bible 
Myths,” and $1.50 for the ‘‘ Hymn Book.” 

Yours truly, 


Friar Creer, La., Jan. 7, 290. 

Mz. EprroR: As you hav called for an expression of opin- 
ion in regard to Heston's pictures, I will say that I highly 
appreciate them, and believe that I can do more effectiv 
missionary work with the pictures than with the reading 
matter. I cannot see how any Freethinker can object to the 
first-page pictures, as tbey are only pictorial illustrations of 
facts in history now transpiring. These pictures are apt and 
fitting, and convey to the mind a more lucid illustration of 
the facts than can be given in printed words. As to the 
last-page pictures, they are fitting illustrations of the barbar- 
ism and absurdities in the old Hebrew scriptures. Perhaps 
they grate harshly upon the refined sensibilities of civilized 
and enlightened people, but they attract attention strongly 
to these barbarities and absurdities, and their tendency will 
be to make the church expurgate the Bible or an enlightened 
and refined people will discard it as old rubbish. 

P. F. SHUMAKER. 


Joun E. Jones. 


RIVERSIDE, CAL., Jan. 28, 1890. 

Mr. EpiToR: Inclosed is twenty-five cents for a copy of 
the ANNUAL. I hav failed to get a new subscriber «s yet, 
but hav let others hav my paper, and some may hav sent you 
& subscriber. But I am trying to do all the good I can 
toward your paper and the cause. Iam in favor of the pict- 
ures, and think they are more instructiv than the reading of 
the same to an unthinking person, for the reason that they 
are always anxious to turn to the Bible to see if such things 
are truth, when otherwise they would never know the Bible 
ever contained anything but goodness init. I think if there 
was & play got up on the Bible, just as plain as the pictures 
show, with & little of the Samson vein as a farce just to 
please the children, the Bible would be hated by the pro- 
fessed Christians. 

I hav a boy and I am going to see that he gets schooling. 


-When my paper comes he is anxious to see the pictures, and 


inquires all about them. He is five years old, and calls my 
paper ‘‘God’s paper.” Tuos. E. Park. 


Lexinaton, Ky., Feb. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Enrror: Many thanks gre due to Mr. Heston for his 
truthful picture of woman climbing the hill of difficulty 
which leads to success and usefulness, with a crowd of sniv- 
eling hypocrits trying to keep her back, wishing probably to 
fling her into some pool of degradation, where she can be 
easily trampled on and insulted. Mr. Heston is one of nat- 
ure’s noblemen, and his pictures are doing more good in the 
way of art than any others. I mean that they area direct 
means of civilization, and to be depended on as such. But 
if his health is delicate, I beg that he will furnish them only 
once 8 fortnight. 

Like ancient Rome, we are suffering from an irruption of 
barbarous nations. How shall we avoid Rome's fate? 

The churches are rapidly exposing their follies to the 
world. The Protestant Bible societies are without funds. 

The public school throws the only ray of hope upon our 
path. Let histories be banished from them; take the Cath- 
olic by the hand and say, ‘‘ Nothing is taught here but pure 
science.” After school visit your favorit library with your 
children, and let us not forget the geological search or the 
botanical ramble. 

With regard to the Symposium, remember that stoical 
principles alone can save human nature from shipwreck. 
Freethinkerg colossal body of divinity is drawn from the 


best maxims of all ages, the only constructiv system known 
to the universe, while religion addresses itself to the weak 
side of human nature, credulity, and love of fanatical folly. 
The religious nostrums are labeled truth by the quack doc- 
tors who invented them. ALHAZA. 


Gaiprgy, Kan., Feb. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Enprroz: I see by the Jast Truru SEEKER that some 
of its readers are more or less bound down yet by that blight- 
ing and galling chain, superstition. By some you are ad- 
monished not to make any Bible pictures; others as much as 
sey, ‘ Woe he unto you if you do not head Heston off when 
he gets to the New Testament.” I hav the utmost charity 
for all such, as I fully know from my own experience that 
we are not released instantaneously, and it requires much 
effort, nerve, and persistence, as well as education, to over- 
come this blighting curse. For my part, I am anxiously 
looking forward to the time when Brother Heston will hav 
an opportunity of trying his hand in the New Testament; as 
evidently it is there that illustrations will be most effectiv, 
simply for the reason that the masses are better read, or hav 
been in training more, from it than the Old. I inclose money 
to pay for three copies, to be sent as indicated per sub- 
joined slip. We desire to organize a Liberal Sunday-school 
here. - Please send catalog of such books as we may require. 

Yours for morality and science, C. H. CusTENBORDER. 


Sr. Josgen, Mo., Jan. 26, 290. 

Mr. Epitor: I inclose $6 25 for credit on my subscrip- 
tion, à new subscriber, the ANNUAL, and books es named. 
The seventy-five cents remaining use for the pictures.: I hav 
been a regular subscriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER from the 
first number. It has come up like the sun, fighting the dark, 
damp, unhealthy fogs of ignorance, religion, and night, and 
though long, bitter, and dreadful the struggle with all that 
the minions of the corrupt, manhood-and-womanhood.de- 
stroying church could command and bring to bear through 
fear and force, yet, like the sun, the paper is nearing the 
zenith, and the light and warmth of its love for truth, justice, 
and humanity is encircling the earth in a halo of knowledge, 


courage, and liberty, with all precious privileges to man, > 


woman, and child. Every year loosens more and more the 
bonds of religious despotism. When I was a boy preachers 
were feared, and were called the ‘‘men of God.” Now, 
they are seen and regarded in their true light as idlers and 
pirates, the common enemies of man. Within a few more 
years all ecclesiastical property will be taxed out of exist- 
ence, and all idlers will be required to honestly earn a liveli- 
hood. P. V. Wisz. 


Como, Inp., Jan. 16, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: In regard to our favorit journal, I will say 
that we hav tried fair and faithful for subscribers but hav 
failed to secure any. There seems to be a number of Liberal- 
minded people around these parts, but they are weak, or 
backward by some means. I think the pictures should be 
retained. As our minds become more acquainted with the 
progressiv age we find that we learn faster to hav some things 
shown up in a humorous way than by hardreasoning. And 
we also know their work to be one of much importance, as 
the system exposed contains so much foolishness. I remem- 
her reading a history of the United States a few years ago, 
and it spoke of the immense numbers of painted charts, 
maps, or scrolls that were found in Mexico &t the time of ita 
conquest by the Spaniards. They were held sacred by the 
nativs, but they were seized rutblessly by their conquerors 
and publicly burnt in the public squares. It was afterward 
discovered, when too late, that it was their written history.. 
I am of the opinion, with some of your correspondents, that 
in the near future you should fill up a neat volume with 
proper explanations on Heston's pictures, and they will make 
us & valuable little history. Henry A. HARTLEY. 


ADRIAN, Miom., Jan. 22, 1890. 

Mx. Epvrtor: Tue TRUTH SEEKER exhibits a par value in 
nearly all its departments, especially the editorials. The 
illustrations admirably call attention to the folly of the ways 
of our antediluvian sires. I was showing to a lady relativ 
the beauties of Heston's art. She said that the Bible did not 
indulge in obscenities, as the pictures intimated. I reached 
up to my book-case and handed her ‘‘ The Godly Women of 
the Bible,” written by a well-known author, ‘‘ The Ungodly 
Woman.” [asked her to be kind enough to read it. She 
took it and went to the parlor. After a while she came 
back, cheeks red, eyes flaming, with the salutation, ** Here, 
take your filthy literature! It is a slander on the Bible and 
a disgrace to your house.” “Why so?" I remarked. 
* Why so?" she replied; ‘‘ because it is a lie, and filthy.” 
I said, ‘‘ Long quotations in that book are taken from your 
holy Bible." ‘‘It is not true," she said. ‘‘ Did you ever 
read the Bible?” ‘‘ Why, yes, and there is no such passage 
in it.” ‘ Now, if you will take the book and your Bible and 
compare them, for every passage you fiad misquoted I will 
giv you $5, and for every corresponding quotation you 
shall giv me five cents.” At first she would hav nothing to 
do with the book, but finally, to please me and to expose my 
folly, she consented. She worked at it a while and then 
went home. I inquired for the book. It was gone. Two 
or three days after she came into my room laughing, and 
said, * What did you think had become of the book?" I 
told her I knew she would not go without it. Finally she 
concluded the old Bible was a fraud and a mass of contra- 
dictions, and too vulgar for this age. I told her to pay up. 
*t No,” she declared, “Iam humiliated enough now.” She 
never belonged to any church, but trained with the Methodist 
Episcopal church; had read the Bible but little, and did not 
stop to consider. She is now a full-fledged Freethinker, and 
thinks I am not so wicked after all. Now she comes over to 
see the pictures. She will some day subscribe. It is too 
early yet. O. S. BARRETT. 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Radiied by Muss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


A Touch of Nature. 


A little maid upon my knee 
Sighs wearily, sighs wearily ; 
'* Im tired out of dressin’ dolls 
2C: And having stories read,” Says she. 


“* There is a book, if I could see, 
`: I should be happy, pufiicly ! 
7v, My mamma keeps it on a shelf— 
- * But that you cannot hav,’ says she !” 


- ** But here's your ' Old Man of the Sea,’ 
And ' Jack the Giant ^" (Lovingly 
I tried the little maid to soothe.) 
t The interestin’ one,” says she, 


> * Ta that high up one—seems to me 
_ "The fings you want just has to be 
 Bomefing you hasn't got, and that’s 
` The interestin! one !" says she. 
—Annie F. Burnham in St. Nicholas. 
—— — a 


Misery and Her Pear Tree. 
' [The ingenious allegory below was selected 
for the Children's Corner by G. M. Davenport, 
who has our thanks for' his kindness. 

The story shows that however desirable 
long life may be, there comes a time when 
death is welcome, and, also, that misery is 
always in the world, which might not be the 
case, if all would be unselfish, and try to liv 
like true brothers and sisters, observing 
always the laws of health and morality.— 
Ep. C. C.] 

Many, many years ago, there lived in & 
small town in the Netherlands a poor old 
woman, called Misery, who begged from door 
to door. Mrs. Misery lived in a clay hut, 
with no companion but her dog Faithful, and 
with no possessions except her basket, which, 
alas, she often brought home at night quite 
empty. Oh! I forgot. She had one more 
piece of property, a pear-tree, such a pear- 
tree as had not been found on earth since our 
first parents lived in Eden, and the only joy 
of this poor woman was in eating its delicious 
fruit. 

But the wicked boys! Misery liked to take 
her dog for company in her daily walks to 
the village, but in the autumn she was forced 
to leave him behind to guard her pear-tree. 

Once the winter was uncommonly severe; 
it hailed and snowed continually, and the 
snow lay so deep that everyone suffered; 
Misery, most of all. One night the wind 
howled and the snow drifted, and as the poor 
old woman and her dog were sitting close to- 
gether near the dying embers, a loud knock 
was suddenly heard at the door. Faithful, 
who usually barked furiously when” anyone 
came, now whined softly, as if he was greatly 
pleased. 

** For heaven’s sake,” cried a pitiful voice, 
** open the door to & poor man who is perish- 
ing with cold and hunger." 

* Pull the latch,” answered Misery. ‘‘ Cer- 
tainly I would not close my door against any 
one on such a night.” 

The stranger entered. He looked older 
and more forlorn than Misery herself, and 
wore a torn blue coat. 

Misery was full of pity for him. “Now 
sit down, good man,” she said. ‘ You hav 
come to a very poor home, but, thanks to the 
good Lord, I can warm you.” 

She put all the dry twigs she had gathered 
on the fire, and then gave the stranger three 
morsels of bread and a pear—all she had. 
Soon the fire burnt bright and the old man 
ate witha good appetite, while Faithful licked 
his feet. When he had finished, Misery 
wrapped her old blanket around him and 
made him lie down on her little pallet, while 
she passed the night in her chair. 

She awoke early next morning, and was 
just starting out with her basket to beg some 
food for the stranger’s breakfast, when she 
saw him ready to start. 

* What! you will go?" she said. 

* My task is done,” he answered. “I go 
to giv account to my master, for I am not 
what I seem; I am St. Nanon, the patron 
saint of this village, and our father has sent 
me to find out how the good Christians here 
practice charity, the first of all virtues. I 
hav knocked at the doors of the burgomaster 
of the citizens in the neighboring towns. I 

-~ hav knocked at the doors of the farmers and 
peasants—all hav left me standing outside, 
cold and hungry. Thou alone hast be2n 
charitable, and yet thou art more miserable 
than I appear. The Lord will reward thee. 
Now make a wish and it shall be granted.” 


Poor Misery fell on her knees and said: 
“I no longer wonder that Faithful licked 
your feet; but I hav not done this thing for 
a reward, and, indeed, I need nothing.” 

“ Thou art too miserable not to suffer 
want. Say, what dost thou wish?" asked 
St. Nanon. : 

Misery did not answer. 

“A large farm, barns, and stables filled 
with grain and cattle? Riches? Honor? 
Shall I make thee countess or queen?” 

Misery shook her head. 

“A saint, with any self-respect, likes not to 
be under obligation to a poor old woman,” he 
exclaimed. ‘Speak! or I must think thou 
refused out of pride.” 

** Well, as you insist, great Saint Nanon, I 
obey. In my garden is a pear-tree, with the 
most delicious fruit, but the wicked village 
boys steal them, unless I leave my good dog 
behind me to watch. Now grant that no- 
body who climbs into my tree can get down 
without my permission." 

* Amen," said the good man, smiling at her 
simplicity. He then gave her his blessing 
and was gone. 

This blessing brought Misery good fortune, 
and from that day she never came home 
empty-handed. Spring and summer came 
and went; then autumn was there. Pears 
ripened, and no sooner did the boys see 
Misery start out with her dog than they 
climbed the tree and filled their pockets with 
fruit. When they wanted to get down, 
however, they were held like mice in a trap. 

At last Misery came home, and, after hav- 
ing let them cry a while, she kindly allowed 
them to run away, while Faithful barked at 
their heels. They never wished to come 
back, the villagers avoided the charmed tree, 
and Misery and her dog lived as happily as 
anyone can liv here below. 

Toward the end of autumn, as Misery sat 
one day in her little garden enjoying the sun, 
she heard a voice call, ‘‘ Misery! Misery! 
Misery!” 

It was so hollow and sad a sound that the 
good woman began to tremble all over, and 
her dog howled piteously. She turned and 
beheld a tall, cadaverous-looking man, who 
carried a long scythe. Then Misery knew 
Death. 

* What do you want, man of God?" she 
asked, with unsteady voice. ‘‘ Why do you 
come to see me with a scythe ?” 

“I hav to do my work,” he answered. 
** Come, Misery, thou must follow me.” 

** So early ?" 

* Early! thou oughtest to be thankful to 
me, thou who art so poor, so old, so shak- 
ing.” 

“Iam by no means poor or old; I hav 
quite & provision of bread and fuel; at 
Christmas I shall be ninety-five only, and as 
to my being a little shaky, excuse me, Death, 
but really my legs, at least, are quite as 
straight as yours.” 

** Go, get ready, thou will be happier far in 
paradise.” 

‘© We know what we loge, but not what we 
gain by such a change," Misery replied. 
**Poor Faithful, too, would then be so un- 
happy.” 3 

* He may follow thee. Come, make up 
thy mind." j 

Misery sighed. ‘‘Grant me at least a few 
minutes that I may make myself nice and 
clean. I should not like to hav the people in 
the next world ashamed of me ? 

That Death allowed her. She put on the 
cotton dress that had been her best for thirty 
years, took her white straw hat and cloak, 
everything neat and whole, as if dressed for 
Christmas day. 

While dressing she looked around for the 
last time. in her poor little hut, at her dog 
Faithful, and at her pear-tree. Then so 
strange a thought came into her mind that 
she could not help laughing. 

“ Man of God, will you do me one favor 
while I am getting ready? Please go and 
pick the last three pears from my tree. We 
may need them on our journey.” 

** All right,” he answered, and climbed into 
the tree. He gathered the pears, but was 


plenty good enough for me for a while longer. 
You are nicely provided for, my fine fellow ; 
stay where you are and the human race will 
owe me a debt of.gratitude." So Misery 
closed the door and left old Death perched in 
the pear-tree. 

At the end of a month everyone greatly 
wondered that not & single life had ended in 
the village and in the neighboring town, and 
this astonishment increased when people 
found out that the same was true throughout 
the country. 

At the coming in of the new year the alma. 
nacs stated that the same wonder had been 
noticed &ll through France, Holland, Ger- 
many, Sweden, and Russia. Sick people 
recovered, and doctors, ignorant of the rea- 
son, took to themselvs the glory. 

Another year passed and this state of 
things was celebrated with illuminations and 
all sorts of festivity. The feast lasted three 
days, and, no longer fearing gout, paralysis, 
or dyspepsia even, people ate and drank 
enormously as they had never dared to do 
before. 

Misery alone understood the secret of all 
this happiness, but she, poor soul, was too 
modest to boast of it. 

After ten, twenty, thirty years, however, 
people who had lingered blind; deaf, lame, 
and ill till they were one hundred and twenty 
years old, began to find out that length of 
days was not so great a blessing. 

Not only so, but animals no longer died, so 
that the human race—that part of it at least 
depending upon meat for food and upon skins 
for clothing—suffered untold misery. 

In Bondy, a little town not far from 
Misery’s village, lived a doctor of prodigious 
learning, who spoke Latin chiefiy, and was, 
therefore, called Dr. Profundis. He was a 
worthy gentleman, and in the good old time 
had sent many a soul into the world beyond. 
It grieved him to be no longer able to per- 
form this kind office for the sufferers in his 
parish. One evening he had been playing 
whist with the burgomaster and lost his way 
while returning home through a swamp. As 
luck would hav it he came out in Misery’s 
garden, where he heard a plaintiv voice cry 
out, ‘Oh, will nobody come to deliver me 
and to save the world from this longevity, 
which is a hundred times worse than the 
plague !” 

Lifting his eyes, the learned doctor, won- 
dering and delighted, recognized his old 
crony—Death. 

“Is this indeed you, my old friend? 
What on earth are you doing in that pear- 
tree?” 

“ Nothiog whatever, Dr. Profundis, and 
that is what makes me so unhappy. Reach 
up thy hand and help me down.” 

The good doctor no sooner reached his 
hand than he, too, was caught by the em- 
bracing branches, and his struggles to regain 
the ground were wholly unavailing. 

Soon the doctor's disappearance created 
great excitement, and his fellow-townsmen 
turned out to search for him. Finally they 
discovered his footprints in the swamp, and, 
following them, came within hailing distance 
of the enchanted tree. 

Catching sight of his friends the doctor 
shouted and waved his handkerchief, shout- 
ing, ‘‘ This way, my friends! Here is death. 
Did I not tell you in my last pamphlet that 
he was in this swamp—the true cholera nest? 
But non possumus descendere. We cannot get 
down from this cursed tree.". 

“Long liv Death!” they all shouted, and 
fearlessly approached to extend their hands 
to the two prisoners. Alas! one after an- 
other was lifted and drew his would-be 
helper after him, and, strange to tell, the tree 
grew in proportion to its increasing burden. 
Others hastened up, and all together formed 
links to along human chain. Those left on 
the ground ran for hatchets and hacked away 
at the trunk, hoping to fell it; but their pow- 
erful strokes made not the least impression, 
and despairingly they looked in each others 
faces, knowing not what saint to invoke in 
their direful need. 

At length Misery, who had grown very 


greatly astonished to find that he could not | blind and deaf, was made to understand the 


get down. 

“ Misery!" he cried out, ‘help me to 
jump down from this dreadful tree. I am 
sure it must be bewitched.” 

Misery came to the door and saw how 


mischief she had wrought, albeit unintention- 
ally. 

“I, alone,” she cried, ‘can set Death free 
and make him a benefactor to the human 
race, and I will do it on one condition; he 


Death, with his long legs and arms, was mak- | must not come for me or Faithful before I 
ing frantic efforts to get down, but after he | hav called three times.” 


had succeeded a little, the tree took him once 
more, just as if it were alive, and pressed 
him in its wide, strong arms. 

* Upon my word," said Misery, “Iam in 
no haste to reach paradise, This world is 


“ I agree to that,” said Death. 

“Come down then,” spake Misery, and 
Death, the doctor, and all the others fell like 
ripe pears. : 

Death at once began work, sending off first 


those who were most clamorous. Finding 
that he had more than he could do, he called 
to his aid an army of physicians and ap- 
pointed Dr. Profundis commander-in-chief. 
Then, with united strength, they established 
the old order. Whoever was older than a 
hundred years had a right to die, of which he 
thankfully availed himself. The only excep- 
tion was Misery. Up to the present time she 
has not given Death his three calls, and that 
is why Misery is always with us on the earth. 
eor 


Correspondence. 


RzEps, Mo., Feb. 10, m.m. 290. 

_ Dzar Miss Wixon: It has been a long time 
since I wrote to the Children’s Comer. I hav 
also changed my post-office address since then. 
I did not read my first.letter until about a 
month or two ago. Well, I went to hear Mr. 
J. E. Remsburg lecture at Carthage, Feb- 
ruary 2d (Sunday). Iwas so used to hearin 
those sky-pilots howl around, that it seeme 
to me as if he belonged to that class. When 
it was time for him to commence (along 
about sundown). the church bells began to 
clang away, but Mr. Remsburg had an audi- 
ence of about five hundred people, anyway. 
As I was going to the Opera House, and the 
bells began to ring, I thought to myself, if 
there is anything that will disturb the peace 
it is those infernal church bells. I cannot 
think of anything more to write, so I will 
close for this time. Yours respectfully, 

Cuas. W. MoALESTER. 


Terre Havre, Inb., Feb. 19, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I will write you a let- 
ter for my first time. 

I go to school and study arithmetic, his- 
tory, physiology, bookkeeping, grammar, 
writing, and drawing. I am in No. 8. My 
teacher's name is Mr. Boyer. I never see any 
letters in the Children’s Corner from Terre 
Haute. I liv with my uncle. I hava piano 
and hav taken one term and a half of lessons 
on it. We were examined in physiology and 
history. I had one hundred in both. My 
uncle has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER às long as 
I can remember. I like to read the Children’s 
Corner and look at the pictures on the back 
page. There is a church a half of a mile 
from our house. They hav a lady preacher. 
I will hav to close, hoping to see this in print. 
I would like to hav the girls of the Children’s 
Corner write to me, and Miss Wixon too. 

I remain a reader of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
and a friend to all who read it. 

DELLA FERRELL. 


Cervantzs makes Sancho Panza say: 
“ Blessings light on him that first invented 
sleep! It coversa man all over, thoughts and 
all like a cloak; it is meat for the hungry, 
drink for the thirsty, heat for the cold and 
cold for the hot.” 

A — 

Srop a moment and think before using the 
words ‘ ought" and “should.” Ought im- 
plies that we are morally bound to do some- 
thing. Should is not quite so strong a term. 
We ought to be honest; we should be tender 
toward little children. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Ali in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Giris. 12m9, 883pp., $1.26. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children aud Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00.. . 


PAINE’S WORKS. 


Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Lian- 
daff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca. 
mille Jordan, ete., etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; moroceo, $4.50. 

Paine’s Politieal Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason, An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 


Without a peer in the world. Paper, 2% 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason_and An Exam- 
ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Rights of Man. For the op- 

: pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents, 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLE, 
DELIVERED BEFORE TIE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


s 
Giordano Bruno. 
His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies ft a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER CO. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaug hts on Christianity. . 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
| b. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editoriais written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
oream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. Itis now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 


The appeal i8 always made to & man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness, —[ Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really peactoable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘Hebrew 
Mythology,” ‘The Career of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Pa. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 


Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


- The Sole Factors and Hzact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, = . 


$1.00, 


FRYS 


“As a pamphlet to loan to 


QUARE, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This ig the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 


| Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 


his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and othor- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Christian Expe- 
rience, 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantago-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
. Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of: the so-salled 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for dept A reference. 
hristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 
History, Religion, Philosophy; and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. h 
With Cttations of Authors Quoted from on 
Each Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


_Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Ameri- 
can Bookseller. 

One of the most valuable helps for thoss who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
ress in all ages.—National Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most_remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient Thinking New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnati Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: ** The purest 
and gentlest spirit of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale says: “Of all the line the noblest and degr- 
est." Taine says: '' The noblest seul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: '"He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest beart." 


Extra Cloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
ad 28 Lafavette Place. New York 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


xs For the benefit of our read- 
R jors who preserve their papers 

W i we offer a new style of binder, 
{made for the Purpose, and 
Miwith the heading of THE 
` rinted in 


8v0, 


Address 


TRUTH BEEEER 


Bent by mail, postpaid for t1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Vorsified, Annotated Narrativ of bis Life and 
Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 
“ Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spiri 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Oloths 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
3 Bx B, F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


opportunity. - Geo. A. Scott, 8 roadway, N. Y. 


AASENTS WANTED ctp i ts 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 

The Boston Post says: “This book actualls 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 
Bx M. L. HorBhoox, M.D. 


Godey's. "^8 Book says: '' We giv our cordial 
approbation this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are fully con 
vinced, reliable." Price by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Oarefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women eve: 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2, by mail. Illus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Ohildren of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


By M. L. HoLsROOK, M.D. 

The. Sctentifc American says: “ This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien. 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 

EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
E OR, 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORK. 


The New York Herald says: “Dr. Holbrook’s 
book is among the Very best of its kind.” 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make & 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O0., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. ‘The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister's praying God to kil grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cente. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Sehools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cenis. 


Argument by E. G. Ingersoll 
IN THE 


TRIAL OF C, B, REYNOLDS 


FO: 


“BLASPHEMY,” 


At Morristown, New Jersey. 
Stenographically reported, and revised by the aw 
thi 


Handsome 8vo, 86 pp.. beautiful type, fine paper: 
Price, cloth. 60 cents: paper, 25 cents or 
$2 per dozen. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Agnsstic Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS. 


CONTENTS. 


Agnosticiam and Immortality...... Samuel Laing 
A Bonnet. ........- cece esecceseeeeeees Joseph Ellis 
Who Was Moses ?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.C.8 
The Comfort of Agnosticism..... E. Lynn Linton, 
Are Miracles Credible ?...Constance O. W. Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and Theology, 
John Wilken, M.A. 
Above : x ono Deu reque: Stewart Ross. 
he Evolution o e Agnostic idea, 

R. Bithell, B Sc. Ph.D. 

The New Fatalism... 


n ouem Ae E eet r Tc ARM 
teg" e Existence of a God, 
escartes's Proof o: & God ala. 

A 
The 


Poem.......eeeeee nt epe We Be Mo Taggart. 
Free Expression of Opinions.. Q. F. Underhill. 
Fragments............ 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


.+- +. William Macoall. 
POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


OONTAINING 
Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and_ Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers: and the Public Gener- 
ally, with A 


Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 


More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 
ONLY Tk, CENTR 
rth of “ Cold Facts" boiled down in a 
n Asirom THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 
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IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


l Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J, Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood......... saasasesasasoeeneoreenreo 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... e. 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin.......... 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inangural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh. ..ecesssereesersccaceors 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake...... ses 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: lts Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts...... eir 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Iolyoake....... «eee 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
41 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for " God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunieated. Barnard... 
5 200 Questions Without Answers..... nrs D 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin.....csccccscssovas 
'! Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by à Weak but Zealous Christian....... 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
oake...... onccccvacccreseccccsccccoctscotsecsoes Ü 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil......cseooeee 5 
11 New Life of Jacob.......eeeeeeeeeen 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ?’ C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; ' 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures, Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spirituál- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 
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ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Seientifle Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. ‘ 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo-' 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunaxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported.' 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. ' 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Marres. Fully reported.. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. PE 
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| Hew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can ba had of Tne TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, a£ the prices named. 


Tre CANDLE From UNDER THE BUSHEL; or, 
Thirteen Hundred and Six Questions to the 
Clergy, &nd for the Consideration of 
Others. By William Hart. 12mo, paper, 
pp. 205. New York: Truth Seeker Com- 
pany. Price, 50 cents. 

Whoever undertakes to honestly consider 
and answer these questions will be likely to 
entertain different views of what purports to 
be the revealed ‘‘ word of God,” when he 
gets a fourth way through it, from what he 
does at the start. The author desires it to be 
understood that nothing his work contains is 
intended to reflect against the honest convic- 
tions of any person. The questions are de- 
signed to shed light upon creeds founded 
upon a book said to be harmonious and in- 
fallible.— Banner of Light. 


“ The Candle from Under the Bushel, or 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy, and for the 
Consideration of Others,” by Wm. Hart, and 
published by the Truth Seeker Company, is 
a book of 205 pages expressing 80 many 
doubts in regard to the truth and reasonable- 
ness of the Bible, that it would be dangerous 
for an ordinary church-member to read it.— 
The Altruist. 

We may spare a few lines to a notice of a 
book that, though not of a Radical nature 
and thus not of special concern to Freethink- 
ers, may serve the turn of anyone who is dis- 
posed to rest himself from polemics by pick- 
ing up for an idle hour a work or two out of 
the stream of general literature outside. A 
novel by Anatole France has gained such 
favor with French readers as to hav been 
translated into English, and it is now pub- 
lished by Harper & Bros. in paper at 50 
cents. ‘‘The Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard” 
is enjoyable for its character-drawing and the 
quiet humor that pervades it. The story! 
relates the &dventures and experiences of an 
old bibliophile in his search after a rare manu- 
script of the fourteenth century, and in his! 
rescue of the daughter of his old love from an! 
educational institution where she was 
treated. The character of the simple octoge- 
narian, wrapped up in his world of books. , 
and with his unselfishness and ignorance of 
the outside world, is thcroughly entertaining. 


A Gataxy or ProGressiv Pogws. By John 
W. Day. Boston: Colby & Rich. Cloth, 
pp. 72. Price, $1. 

The author has been favorably known for 
years as a poet of Spiritualism. His produc- 
tions before us breathe that spirit of hope and 
resolution which lends no little attractivness 
to the literature of his belief. The book is 
handsomely printed on heavy paper, and 
firmly and well bound. 


H- 


A REPLY To Ds. LieuTrooT’s Essays. By 
the author of ‘‘Supernatural Religion.” 
London: Longmans, Green & Co. Cloth, 
pp. 180. Price, $2. 

Many of our readers are aware that the 
work published anonymously in England 
some years 4g0, entitled, ‘‘Supernatural Re. 
ligion," has ever since been unto the clergy 
of that land as a thorn in the flesh, and an 
abomination not less distressing than were all 
the abominations of Israel unto the Lord. 
The most eminent defenders of the church 
hav in vain essayed to refute its argumenta- 
tion, and all the ingenious guessers of the 
island hav been baffled in their conjectures as 
to the personality of its undeclared author. 
Among those who hav set themselvs up 
against the profound erudition and invincible 
reasoning of the work, is the eminent church- 
man Dr. Lightfoot. Several of his essays 
against it having recently been collected and 
republished in permanent form, the author of 
‘‘Supernatural Religion” has accordingly 
collected and issued in one volume the replies 
that he has made against the attacks on him 
from time to time as they appeared. In his 
introduction he says: 


It is not too mueh to say that in no part of these 
essays has Dr. Lightfoot at all seriously entered 
upon the fundamental proposition of " Supernat 
ural Religion.” He haselaborately criticised notes 
and references; he has discussed dates and unim- 
portant details; but as to the question whether 
there is any evidence for miracles and the reality 
of alleged divine revelation, his volume is an 
absolute blank. : 


The Independent Pulpit for February has 
been received. This number completes the 
seventh volume of & publication that, in the 
beginning of its career, but few thought 
would complete one. It is devoted to the 
true, the beautiful, and the good in science, 
philosophy, and ethics, and as an evidence 
thatitis growing in favor with its patrons, 
they hav lately raised, for its maintenance 
and improvement, a fund of $3,000 in $10 
notes, now due and payable to its editor. 
The Pulpit is published monthly, at $1.50 a 
year, single copies 15 cents. Address ‘all 
orders to J. D. Shaw, Waco, Tex. 


Max Nordau will be remembered as the 
author of ‘‘The Conventional Lies of Our 
Civilization,” the book suppressed in Austria 
for the “ crime of insulting the members of 
the imperial family,” the ** crime of denounc- 
ing religion,” the “‘crime of inciting to hos- 
tility against religious communities,” and the 


** crime of insulting a church and sect recog- 
nized by the state.” This so sadly criminal 
writer hae now perpetrated another enormity, 
in the shape of a book inscribed, ‘' Paris 
Sketches,” No. 1. The edition before us is 
a translation from the original German. This 
book will not be so sought for by Radicals as 
the “ Conventional Lies,” as it does not deal 
with the same deep matters, but is devoted 
toa light, though fearless and unconventional, 
discussion of aspects of Parisian life and so- 
ciety. The chapter titles are: Oihello in 
Paris, Taine and the French Revolution, Wo- 
man and Her Position in Paris, The Educa. 
tion and Life of French Lads, Alexander 
Dumas as a Moralist, The Alcoholism in 
Paris, The ‘‘ Quartier Latin,” George Sand 
and Her Time, Bachelorship, Sarah Bern- 
hardt, Free Love Before a Jury, An Illegiti- 
mate Child, The Career of a Cocotte, The 
* Man of Affairs," Players’ Wedlock. In 
treating of Woman and Her Position in Paris, 
the author thus describes tke education of 
the French girl at the pension, or school: 

Nuns who are themselves most profoundly igno 
rant, hav entire charge of the instruction, which 
is without the slightest depth or practical value 
The knowledge acquired by the Paris girl is su- 
premelv superficial and external. She learns to 
recite La Fontaine’s fables and long passages 
from Bossuet’s speeches, is interminably studying 
grammar, spelling, and rhetoric, writes daily ex- 
ercites, compositions, and sentimental letters, 
and yet, of history and geography, she acquires 
only the most inadequate ideas, with absolutely 
nothing of arithmetic or the natural sciences. 
. + On the other hand, the good sisters who 
manage the pension attend to the religious in- 
struction of those committed to their charge 
with the greatest solicitude. Devotional exer. 
cises, incessant drudgery over the catechism, fre- 
quent masses and almost as frequent confessions, 
all work together to fill the young giri’s mind 
with the darkest, most superstitious bigotry, 
whose power over her is increased by the fact 
that there is no enlightened intercourse nor en- 
lightening knowledge to counteract its effect. 

In France woman exercises, the writer in- 
forms us, an almost absolute supremacy over 
man. Perhaps the majority of our readers 
are inclined toward woman's side in the cur- 
rent discussion of the respectiv merits and 
deserving of the sexes, but as Liberals always 
wish to know all sides of & question, they 
may be pleased if we subjoin an opinion of 
Mr. Nordau : 

The absolute supremacy over the husband givs 
a fatel direction to matters of interest to the en- 
tire ration. The influence of the grandes dames 
has always been peruicious to the destinies of 
France, whether wielded illegitimately bv the 
mistresses of Louis XV., or legitimately by Marie 
Antoinette, The same thing is as noticeable to- 
d:y a8 it was a hundred years ago. France had 
to suffer Sedan becanse the empress Eugenie 
wauted “her little war,” and the French crisis of 
1877 was principally the work of the pious duchess 
ot Magenta and her aristocratic friends. French 
society gsins nothing by the high and sovereign 
place accorded to woman in it. Apart from the 
consideration that it is feminin in flaence that per- 
petuates the influence of the priest and renders 
every liberal reform exceedingly difficult, if it does 
not prevent it altogether, the knowledge that & 
man must win woman's favor if he would attain 
Buccesa, imparts to all his actions a tendency to 
gellantry that is not conduciv to really great, 
really earnest, and really manly achievements. 
The ideals of a society governed by woman, nec- 
essarily become smaller and lower all the time. 
The husband’s abdication leads finally to the 
total disintegration of society. While in other 
countries the emancipation of woman is one of 
the dreams of the social reformers, here in France 
the more intelligent class are sighing for the 
emancipation of man. 


Price, 50 cents. 

A HANDBOOK oF FaggTHOUGHT, by W. S. Bell, 
containing. in Condensed and Systematized 
Form,s vast Amount of Evidence against the 
Superstitious Doctrins of Christianity; se- 
lected from the writings of the following 
named distinguished writers and others: 
Ingersoll, Bradlaugh, Bennett, Seaver, Un- 
derwood, Walker, Gardener, Peterson, 
Graves. Waite, Wettstein, Denton, Still- 
man, Pentecost, Paine, Clifford, Cobbett, 
Lecky, Baring-Gould, Buckle, Hume, 
Buchner, Haeckel, Shaw, Fisk, Guizot, 
Tyndall, Figuier, Draper, Preston, Steven- 
son. San Francisco: W. 8. Bell. Cloth, 
pp. 881. Price, $1.25. 


On this book Ella E. Gibson has written us 
an Opinion, which we will subjoin, first inter- 
jecting our own indorsement of her views, 
and commendation of the volume: ‘‘I hav 
just finished a careful perusal of W. 8. Bell’s 
* Hand-book of Freethought,” and know not 
how to do it better service than to quote his 
preface to the book. He says: 

“I hav aimed,in preparing this work, to put 
into compact and orderly form, a large amount of 
irrefragable evidence against the superstitions of 
the church, I hav often felt the need of sucha 
work for my own use. The matter herewith pre- 
sented has been culied from some of the ablest 
writers l.ying and dead. As a book of reference I 
hope it may be a valuable aid to all investigatorg 
and truth seekers, Its running head-lines, chap- 
ter heads, subheads, and classified snbjects make 
it a hand-book. 

“I am sure anyone who reads this book 
will bear testimony that Mr. Bell has well ful- 
filled hisaim. In one chapter of thirteen pages 
he has given us the opinions of ninety-five 
great philosophers, scientists, theologians, 
and scholars, on‘ What is, and Where is, the 
Soul?’ This chapter alone, is a rich treat, to 
say nothing of the matter on the devil, 
polygamy, creation, prophecy, miracles. 
Jesus Christ, heaven and hell, canon of 
scripture, immortality, Materialism, design 
argument, Sunday question, absurdity of 
prayer, Protestant persecution, Blue laws, 
Secularism, and many other interesting sub- 
jects too numerous to mention.” 

The Adventist denomination in the United 
States are, as probably almost all Freethinkers 
know, among our most valued allies in resist- 
ance of the union of church and state at- 
tempted by fanatic organizations. The lead. 


I 
ing publishing house of this denomination is 


the Pacific Press Publishing Co., Oakland, 
Cal. "This firm issues that excellent weekly, 
the American Sentinel, and a number of 
books. The editor of the paper, and author 
of most of the books, is Elder Alonzo T. 
Jones, whom, notwithstanding that his title is 
a trifle antipathetic to our associations, we 
must praise as a writer of uncommon clear- 
ness and force. ‘Civil Government and 
Religion ” is the title of a work by this writer. 
It consists of 176 large pages, and is sold at 
the very low price of 25 cents. Some of its 
subject-titles are: Christianity and the Roman 
empire—What is due to God and what to 
Cæsar ?—Moral law and civil law compared 
—Bin and crime defined— The religious attack 
upon the United States Constitution, and 
those who are making it—The Sunday law 
movement in the fourth century, and its par- 
allel in the nineteenth—The development of 
the papacy—The papacy a false theocracy— 
Constantines Sunday law—The church 
secures the aid of the state to enforce it— 
Resulted in the Inquisition—The present 
demand fora theocracy—The power of the 
state sought for the support of religion— What 
will be sacrificed to secure it—The workings 
of a Sunday law—The Arkansas cases—Some 
facts worthy of note in the Arkansas indict- 
ments. Appendixes to this book contain, 
among other things, the text of the Blair bill, 
the Declaration of Independence, and the 
Constitution. Other good books are issued 
in the Sentinel Library, semi-monthly, the 
numbers varying in size and price, while a 
yearly subscription may be had for 75 cents. 
No. 1 is “The National Reformed Consti- 
tution and the American Hierarchy.” It givs 
a view of our Constitution as it would appear 
when amended by the National Reformers. 
Among the delightful utterances of the op- 
posit side, quoted in this book to show that 
side’s real intentions, are these: 

The existence of a Ohristian Constitution would 
disfranchise every logically consistent Infidel.— 
Christian Statesman, Nov., 1883 

When the amend o:ent is adopted, how will it act 
upon the civil and political rights of Infidels, 
Jews, etc.? This depends largely upon themselves. 
Tbe worst result will be to disfranchise them.— 
Christian Statesman, Feb. 21, 1884. . 

This number contains 24 pages, and costs 8 
cents. No.2is ‘‘ Religious Liberty," 8 pages, 
lcent. It givs the body of a speech by Sen- 
ator Crockett before the Arkansas legislature 
in behalf of a bill exempting from Sunday- 
law penalties those who observe the seventh 
day. No.3, ‘‘ Evils of Religious Legislation,” 
8 pages, 1 cent. No. 4, ** The Blair Sunday 
Rest Bill: Its Nature and History," 56 pages, 
7? cents. No. 5, ‘‘The Blair Educational 
Amendment: The Result if Adopted," 24 
pages, 9 cents. No. 6, ‘‘ Purity of National 
Religion,” 8 pages, 1 cent. No. 7, ‘‘ National 
Reform and the Rights of Conscience," 16 
pages, 2 cents. No. 8, ' The American Pa- 
pacy: The Outcome of National Reform Relig- 
ion," 16 pages, 2 cents. No. 9, ‘The Salem 
Witchcraft: A Lesson for Our Time,” 8 

ages, 1 cent. No. 10, ‘‘ National Reform is 

hurch avd State,” 16 pages, 2 cents. No. 
11, ‘‘ What Think Ye of Christ?" 8 pages, 1 
cent. No. 12, ‘“ Bold and Base Avowal,” 16 
pages, 2 cents. No. 13, “ National Reform 
an Absurdity: The Folly of Its Claims,” 16 
pages, 2 cents. No. 14, “The Republic of 
Israel: A Tbheocracy and a Republic Com. 
pared,” 8 pages, 1 cent. This tract calls in 
question the assertion of the National Reform. 
ers that the government of Israel as described 
in the Old Testament was a republic. This 
assertion is.made with the purpose of secur- 
ing a precedent for the establishment of an 
American republic under the control of Jeho- 
vah as was that of Israel. The tract shows 
that the government of Israel was not a re- 
public, but a theocracy pure and simple. No. 
15, ' National Reform Presbyterianism,” 32 
pages, 4 cents. What is here demonstrated 
is that the movers in the National Reform 
movement are Presbyterians, and that what 
they wish to do is to incorporate Presbyterian- 
ism in our government. A review of the 
workings of Presbyterianism whenever it has 
obtained civil power, in Scotland, England, 
or elsewhere, is added. No. 16, ** A Lutheran 
View of the National Reform Movement," 24 
pages, 9 cents, No. 17, ‘‘ Religion and the 
Public Schools," 32 pages, 4 cents. This is 
the argument of Alonzo T. Jones before the 
United States Senate committee on education 
and labor, Feb. 22, 1889. No. 18, ''The 
National Sunday Law," 192 pages, 25 cents. 
This book is the argument of the same 
Adventist champion before & Senate commit- 
tee on Dec. 13, 1888. No. 19, ‘‘ Rev. Wilbur 
F. Crafts against the Editors of the American 
Sentinel: The Charges and the Defense,” 10 
cents. Here is given the full history of the 
challenging by the American Sabbath Union 
secretary of A. T. Jones to debate, and the 
subsequent drawing back from the contest of 
the former. No. 20 is ‘‘ Romanism and Civil 
Liberty.” The author says that the reasoning 
that has actuated every persecuting Christian 
through all the centuries may be expressed in 
the following formula: : 

Whatever is Of greatest importance to man 
should hav the controlof human affairs. Religion 


is of greatest importance to man. Therefore 
religion should hav the control of human affairs. 


The foregoing are all good books, yet not 
quite so good as we could wish, for, while 
earnestly desirous that other sects saal] not 
oppress, Adventism still insists upon the 
truth of its own version of that religion which 
can never be really believed without produc- 
ing oppression. Let our Oakland allies learn 
that, as the little formula of the pietist’s 
reasoning just given might suggest, the real 
evil principle at the bottom of all is religion 


—religion of any kind. Until this is got rid 
of, we shall never be quite free, quite safe. 
Until our friends see this, and take 4 thorough- 
going Rationalistic position, they may be 
doing good, but they are not doing the best. 


Joseph Adams, 81 S. Clark st., Chicago, 
has written and published a 5.cent pamphlet 
entitled, ** A Christian Science Sermon on the 
Nonentity of a Personal Devil.” 1t is a tale 
told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, sig- 
nifying nothing. 

Relativ to the pictures in Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER, I consider them of great value. I 
hav shown them to many people. I hav no 
recollection of a single person failing to show 
interest, and many hav exhibited the keenest 
delight. I hav found many to look at the 
pictures that would not read the paper. A 
Freethinker that could not enjoy the humor 
of one of the pictures, and hav his mind 
thrilled to increased effort against religion by 
the other, could never occupy a high place in 
my estimation.— Wm. Bondies in the Golden 
Perhaps. 


CONSTRUCTIVE FREETHOUGHT 


IN THE 


Kingdom of the Unselfish. 


BY JOHN LORD PECK. 


The readers of this paper can find some genutna 
Constructive Freethought, which, in the words of 
one of their own writers, “reaches forward to 
grasp some philosophy of life and its myriad uses 
—some teaching that shall crystallize around this 
present life and lift it to a pedestal hit erto un- 
known—some lofty purpose that shall fill and 
thrill all with a new and glorious enthusiasm " 
This is what the book really accomplishes. To 
obtain it inolose price, $1 £0, to the 
Emrigz Boor Burxav, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


New Edition, Revise ad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
Ths Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office, 06; 400.; With autograph, 80 ota, 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to eustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $t. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is Xt? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all ita 
utterances, Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
ia itis not and what itis. Price,6 cents. 


HE 


Cosmian Hynin Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Seleeted Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOR, . . " $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Candle from Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, - -= = 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings: to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL H yx x. Book eontains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 cents Address Taz TRUTA BEEEER OO. . 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


——— 


Notr.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
etc. "loallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEEER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 
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Liberal GMeetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Becular Unions and 
+ reethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The 5 anhatian Libera} Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


ürookli:n Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 
Sanday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J.. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadeiphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 

ood Stg., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the andience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand &teheaprates, 


And many others, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
ILARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUT SEEKER'S * Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
: Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 
If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


und the maintenance of Luman rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


onposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
` Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW York. 


It seems hardly worth while to call attention of old-time radical thinkers to 
“ Plain Home Talk," since probably most of them are familiar with it. Yet there 


may be some such who hav lost or loaned 


their copies of the work and who would 


be glad to get a new copy Of the latest revised edition. To the younger generations 
of Liberals and to recent converts to Freethought literature ** Plain Home Talk” is a 
book that offers much of interest in the line of radical thought on marriage and social 
relations, besides much very valuable instruction concerning physiology, hygiene, and 
what it is well for everyone to know concerning disease, its causes, prevention, and 


treatment.— Truth Seeker. 


IF YOU 


— on 


WANT TO KNOW 


1 AU about the human body, in health and disease.nature’s secrets revealed, 
How life is perpetuated, health maintained, diseaseinduced death delayed, 
ain) How to marry your own mate, and transmit wealth of health to posterity, 
Hi Read the most popular, comprehensive and useful book treating o, 
! MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE. 
i} which Dr. Badon declares to be “priceless in value, new, startling 
BI and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val- 
1] uable than ever, having been re-written in important parts. It con- 
34 tains AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of 
OVER 290 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES 
For Acute and Chronic Disorders Common to Adults and Children, 
if a complete table of poisons and their antidotes (Irom highest author- 
| ities), illustrated directions for resuscitating fhe drowned (prepared 
1 for Health Boards), and hygienic rules for care of infants; also 
ORIGIN OF LIFE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN, 
| tracing the embryo from conception, through allstages to birth, 
Ilustrated by Over 20 Beautiful Colored Lithographs, 
fine plate paper, such as are to be found only in high priced, im- 
ported medical works ; and to illustrate the anatomy, and relative 
positions of important parts. each book is also embellishedewith 
X RE THREE ELEGANT CHROMO CHARTS of VITAL ORGANS, 
Price, $1.50, by mail; circulars free; agents wanted. 


Murray Hill Pub, Co., 129 E. 28th St., N. Y. 


Oxe “PLAIN Houe TALK ” Fers to any one likely to make a good agent, and who sends 
$3.C0 for two books; we will send one more free, or three altogether. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilorophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
HOMPEON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

&ndinfluence. By Rev. JoHN W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
r ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. Szrviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 

5 EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By D:. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. COPE. 

8 EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment, By Dr. KOBERT G. EOOLES. 

9 EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. SKIL- 


ToN. 
EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson, 


1, EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. LEWIS 


(4. JANES 
. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 
PARSHALL ` 
EVOLU LION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT, By Joun W. OBADWICK. . 
*fHILO:OPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Stank 
Hoyr NICHOLS. 
15. THE EF*EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. By Mrnor J. 
SAVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
actor as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “ Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” aper, SVO, 26 cents. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Unton. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tox TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


D!'AMONOS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house 80 fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test. 
and compare ray goods and prices with those ol 
other diamond merchants, I will Bell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract thst 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Oarrying a large stock, 
being &n expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
gave twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing of 
me, Diamond Pins and Esrdrops, worth $600, for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do. worth 
$900, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $80; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year, It will not cost you a 
cent. If in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elaewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties on ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination, : 


Tbe “Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


sixteen Jewels, fingly adjusted to heat and cold 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 

ouble-paneled dial, and all modern improve. 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver Cage, $23.50; five-ounce, $25; six-ounce, $27. In 
open face. best filled gold case, $27 ; hunting, $33; 
do. Louis XIV.; p. n fourteen carat solid gold. 
s0 to on cen prepaid, and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Established 1857. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 k 45 P.M. at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, ©., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 3 
P.M., at the town. hal. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manrus HEIGHTON, Beo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:90 ».w.,&t 412 Nicoliet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MAcowBER,Pres.: LEROY 'BEBRIER, Seo. 


EHzur Wright Secutar Union 


Of Alliance, O.. meets the first and fourth Sun- 
day80f each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free diecussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH NEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor. Bec. 


Cleveland, 0., Secular Union 


meets every Sunday evening at 7:80, at room 29, 
City Hall, for lectures and free discussions on re- 
ligious and social subjects. The public cordially 


invited. 


The Walia Wailea Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
ball Main street. Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lecturer.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, See. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The Public cordially invited. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist, 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing; sent postpaid, 
Toras cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo; 75pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Awxtract. 


Address THE TRUTH Srexer Oo. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Brnwert. 
10 cents. 


Price. . -` 


and legally quslitied Phy- 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice wil) prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his 'Pri- 
yate Counselor." n book 
for young and middie aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application, . 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of these afflict- 
ed, 


y AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
i oners have been frequent: 
piki ly assailed and exposed uy 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his proles: 

sion. and it is safe to trust bim,"— The National View. 


ÆDr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Iofidel and a 
very euccessial physician, He is worthy of and 
extensiv patronage.—The Liberal. 
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Bews of the Week, 


TROUBLE continues between the Protestant 
and Orange city of Ottawa, Canada, and the: 


Roman Catholic and French city of Hull 


population 20,000, situated opposit on the ; 
Ottawa river. Premier Mercier has sent a | 
corps of detectivs and 100 police, and the 43d | 
regiment Carleton Rifles, with a detachment ` 
o 


ragoon Guards, hav been got ready. 
Tas North Dakota 


WORLD'S SAGES, 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, Vol. 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, j 
New Sohoois of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
(who were not Obristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- ©., $4.50. 


tists, eto. 


ent. 
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Founders of 


THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


I. Giv8 & Full Account of all the Goda, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, th ly G 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
D. Vol. II. Describes Fully ali 
the Religious Systems of the W 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $8 per vol.; the 
2 vols. $5; leather, $ 


8vo, 835pp. 


rocco, 
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senate has adopted the 


Australian ballot system 


by a vote of 21 to 8. 


AT Omaha on the 22d 


a boiler explosion killed 


three and inflicted prob- 


ably fatal wounds on 
seven. 


Rev. Henry DuNOAN 
on the 21st ascended to 
heaven from Ozark, Ala., 
where he was hanged for 
wife.murder. 


Tue House has select- 
ed Chicago as the site of 
the World's Fair, and at 
writing ihe bill awaits 
the Senate. 


AT Plymouth, Pa., the 
Polish priest and some of 
his parishioners had a 
row on the 20th in which 
& revolver was freely 
flourished by the man of 
God. 


Near Suisson, Cal., on 
the 21st, there was a 
collision between eight 
locomotivs returning 
from a snow blockade by 
which many laborers 
were killed. 


Tux Philadelphia Si- 


berian Exile Petition As- 
sociation on the 22d com- 
posed a petition to be 
circulated for signatures 
throughout the United 
States and sent to the 


Gems of Changht. 


Ir is remarkable that almost all speakers 
and writers feel it incumbent on them, sooner 
or later, to prove or to acknowledge the per- 
sonality of God. It is a sad mistake. In 
reading a work on agriculture, we hav to 
skip the author’s moral reflections, and the 
words ‘‘ Providence” and ‘‘ He” scattered 
along the page, to come to the profitable level 
of what he has to say. 
What he calls his relig- 
ion is for the most part 
offensiv to the nostrils. 
He should know better 
than to expose himself, 
and keep his foul sores 
covered until they are 
quite healed. There is 
more religion in men’s 
science than there is 
science in their religion. 
Let us make haste to the 
report of the committee 
on swine.— Thoreau. 


Tue distinction be- 
tween theology and sci- 
ence was entirely unfelt. 
The broad truth which 
repeated experience has 
now impressed on almost 
every unprejudiced stu- 
dent, that it is perfectly 
idle to quote a passage 
from the Bible as a refu- 
tation of any discovery 
of scientific men, or to 
go to the Bible for infor- 
mation on any scientific 
subject, was altogether 
undreamed of; and in 
exact proportion to the 
increase of European su- 
perstition did the doctrin 
of inspiration dilate, till 
it crushed every depart- 
ment of the human intel- 
lect.— Lecky. 


MeN offer up to heaven 


vows, sacrifices, and 


S 


BOAZ SECURETH A BARGAIN 
And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day that I hav bought all that was 


czar. Blimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. 


Os the 20th in the 
Mississippi legislature E 
Representativ West 
moved the adoption of a memorial to Congress 
asking the repeal of the XVth amendment to 


the United States Constitution, but the motion 


was lost 21 to 38. 


Many British statesmen advise letting 
Canada join us in peace. 


A. RELIGIOUS labor order called the Brothers 
of the Cross is being organized at Paris. 


A BaL to establish a government postal 
telegraph system has been introduced in the 
ouse. 


Tue pope is alleged to be making extensiv 
studies of the Socialist question, preparatory 
to issuing an encyclical on it. 


On the 22d delegates from the states delib- 
erated at Philadelphia the erection in Fair- 
mount park of a memorial of the establish- 
ment of the United States government and 
adoption of the Constitution. 


Miss Maaar GrgasoN, who has been taken 
to a Worcester. Mass., asylum for religious 
insanity, will die. She first became affected 
while working fora priest, and was especially 
moved by sermons on eternal punishment. 


GOVERNOR FoRAKER corrects the report that 
he said he was asked how many men he could 
send to Canada, what he said being that the 
question was asked’ him during the fisheries 
trouble, the purpose remaining unspecified. 


Tue city council of South Norwalk, Conn., 
procured the enforcement last Sunday of the 
statute prohibiting any secular business on 
Sunday between sunrise and sunset, and 
closed livery stables, drug stores, cigar- 
stores, fruit-stands, and restaurants. 


On the 20th two murderers left for a better 
world from a scaffold at Philadelphia, sur- 
rounded by preachers and priests; and one 
murderer of his wife and mother-in-law was 
hanged at Bellefonte, Pa., after having been 
set at ease in mind by like religious ministra- 
tion. 


Ar the late election in Germany the Social- 
ists showed great increase since tre one pre- 
vious, polling 1,500,000 votes against 774 128 
in 1887. They elected a large portion of their 
candidates. In Berlin alone they showed an 
increase of 33.000 and the Liberals 8,000, 
while the Conservativ vote decreased 35,000. 
At Cottbus and Bamburg there was blood- 
shed between Socialists and soldiers. 


On the 22d a storage dam built across the 
Hassavampa river, Ariz., by the Walnut 
Grove Water Storage Co., at a cost of $300,- 
000, gave way from floods, and forty persons 
below were drowned. The dam was 110 feet 
long at the base and 400 at the top, and 110 
feet thick at the base and 10 at the top, re- 
straining a body of water 3 miles by tbree- 
quarters of a mile, and 110 feet deep. This 
was the first of the great storage reservoirs 
projected in the territory. 


Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the wife 1 i 
of Mahlon, Lav | purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the dead be not negligence, ignorance, 
cut off from among his brethren, ard from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.—Ruth iv, 9, 10. 


presents, to obtain a. 
end to their sufferings, 
- which in reality are at- 
tributable only to the 


and perversity of their 
guides, to the unreason- 
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ableness of their laws, 
and above all, to the general want of knowl- 
edge.—.D' Holbach. 


Many a youth, with good natural genius, 
who is apprenticed to a mcchanical trade, 
such asa carpenter, wheelwright, blacksmith, 
etc., is prevented getting forward the whole 
of his lite, from the want of a little common 
education when a boy.—Paine. 


Tne vision is a species of magic lantern 
which the eternal father has from the begin- 
ning been in the habit of exhibiting to his 
saints, his prophets, and his favorits of one 
and the other sex. Women, madmen, and 
rogues are the persons whom the divinity in 
preference favors in this wise.— Voltaire, 


VorTAIRE accepted all the menaces, all the 


'outrages, all the persecutions, calumny, and 


exile. He was indefatigable and immovable. 
He conquered violence by a smile, despotism 
by sarcasm, infallibility by irony, obstinacy 
by perseverence, ignorance by truth.— Victor 
Hugo. 

Tae authority of men was everywhere sub- 
stituted for that of reason ; books Were much 
more studied than nature, and the opinions 
of antiquity obtained the preference over the 


|phenomena of the universe. This bondage 


of the mind was still more detrimental to the 
progress of the human species by corrupting 
the method, than in its immediate effects.— 
Condorcet. 


Tus war against Truth was carried to the 
length of suppressing not only the skeptical 
inferences of science, but science itself ; 
chemists, astronomers, physiologists, math- 
ematicians, and bona fide historians could 
pursue their inquiries only at the risk of an 
inquisitorial indictment ; and a cloud of igno- 
rance, which in the days of Horaceand Pliny 
would hav been thought disgraceful to the 
obscurest hamlet of the Roman empire, 
brooded for ages over the face of the entire 
Christian world.—Prof. Oswald. 


Tax Christian who affirms that intellectual 
and moral greatness is incompatible with the 
absence of Christianity, forgets, in his Zenl 
for his faith, that civilizations of a high type 
preceded, many centuries, the advent of the 


Christian religion.— Underwood. 


Tun Jews had a Bible; the Romans had 
not. Which had the greater and the grander 
government? Let us be honest. Which of 
those nations produced the greatest poeta, the 
greatest soldiers, the greatest orators, the 
greatest statesmen, the greatest sculptors ? 
Rome had no Bible. God cared nothing for 
the Roman empire. He let the men come 
up by chance. His time was taken up with 
the Jewish people. And yet Rome conquered 
the world, including the chosen people of 
God. The people who had the Bible were 
defeated by the people who had not. How 
was it possible for Lucretius to get along 
without the Bible ?—Jngersoll, 
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HOW MANKIND IS CRUCIFIED BETWEEN TWO THIEVES. 


dotes and Clippings. 


In a speech in the Senate two weeks ago, 
Senator Blair said: ‘‘ This country is not to 
be given ovér to those who would teach a 
civil allegiance elsewhere than within our 
own borders primarily, and a subsidiary civil 
allegiance only to the United States. I speak 
of but a section of a great body of our citi- 
zens, for the masses of that same body of 
American citizens are true to the flag and do 
not propose to elect a president who resides 
on the banks of the Tiber.” Senator Blair 
has a streak of sense running through his 
head once in a very great while. 


Is the biography of the late James Mac- 
donald of the London Times is the following 
information as to the religious views of the 
journalists with whom he came in contact : 
“t Madam, I was reluctantly compelled to 
tell an accomplished and pious lady, who 
asked me these questions when I was last in 
Aberdeen, ‘madam, I know a great many 
journalists, men of letters, and other edu- 
cated people in London; but, to speak 
frankly, I don’t know a single one who be- 
lieves in Christianity. I know few who men- 
tion it for any other purpose than to ridicule 
its pretensions.'" He makes an exception 
for George Augusta Sala, as ‘‘the most or. 
thodox man J know.” 


Tue Brazilian correspondent of the Mail 
and Hupress writes: “‘ Among the new meas- 
ures adopted by the central government is the 
abolition of Catholic and Christian holidays, 


and the substitution of nine national holidays. 
1 


The Fourth of July is one of them, to com- 
memorate the independence of the United 
States. Also November 2d, which is devoted 
to the dead, as part of humanity. Here we 
meet with the Positivists in power. They 
care for the dead, but leave out the birthday 
of Christ. Also, on the national flag hav 
they written, ‘Order and Progress.’ It is 
the only flag, I think, which has an inscrip- 
tion. This is the first time that the followers 
of Comte hav had a chance of putting their 
principles into practice.” 


Or the arrest and exposure of Mrs. Carrie 
M. Sawyer and her manager, Captain Burke, 
in Chicago, for presenting fraudulent mani- 
festations, the Banner of Light says: ‘‘ There 
is no doubt in the minds of all Spiritualists 
who hav thoroughly investigated Mrs. Saw- 
yer’s mediumship that she isa fine instrument 
for spirit-manifestations; but it is also known 
that she is unreliable—not to be depended 
upon. It is strange that the greed of money 
will tempt those who might be useful in the 
cause of truth, to descend to such tricks as 
these people are charged with. If they are 
guilty, they deserve to be exposed and pun- 
ished. There is no doubt the spirit-world 
itself is anxious to sift the chaff from the 
wheat; consequeutly those who prove false 
to the high trust imposed upon them, as in- 
struments for spirit. manifestation, must not 
complain if they are brought to grief in their 
wrong-doing.” 


Tux Herald of Bertrand, Neb., says, with 
Western directness: ‘‘ Crank Blair, of New 
Hampshire, is still ranting about his favorit 
bills—for woman suffrage, Prohibition, na- 


tional Sunday laws, national education, etc. 
It is lucky for the country that Crank Blair 
does not possess the power to formulate & 
national bill of fare for every American citi- 
zen. It is fortunate for both church and 
state that he has not the power to direct just 
what shall be taught in our public schools, 
and just how each individual shall regard 
Sunday, whether he be Christian, Infidel, 
Agnostic, or Jew. If Crank Blair could 
secure the position of chief dictator to this 
nation, the American people would soon find 
themselvs shorn of every individual right. 
Religious liberty and freedom of conscience 
would be destroyed, and church and state 
would be as firmly united as in the days of 
the rack and the Inquisition. Fortunately, 
however, the amiable fanatic from New 
Hampshire must forego the pleasure of tort- 
uring his ideas into people. The intelligence 
of the age forbids it.”. 


Norsine could better illustrate the ridicu- 
lousness of religious oath laws than a scene in 
one of our courts last week. It occurred in 
the suit of Seth C. Johnson against Man Sing 
Son & Co., Chinamen, on a promissory note 
for $1,800, purporting to hav been signed by 
them, which they allege is a forgery. The 
witnesses were Chinamen. The Chinaman 
alleged to be the forger is a member of a 
Christian Sunday-school, and he alleges that 
his Sunday-school teacher instructed him to 
indorse the note. One Mongol took the oath 
on a Bible. Another one said he was willing 
to do so, as when he is in America he '' has 
the Christian religion and when in China be- 
leves in Confucius, and worshiped his an- 
cestors." The court thought he had better 


swear on joss sticks, which had been procured, 
and a Chinaman tried to stick them intoa crack 
in the judge’s desk, but the crack was too 
narrow. Then a happy thought occurred to 
him, and he propped them up between two 
Bibles and lighted them. Another celestial 
on being called to the stand said that he had 
never been in a court before, and did not 
know much about swearing. He believed in 
the religion of Confucius, but would swear 
in any way that the counsel desired. *'Hav 
you no preference?" asked the lawyer. 
* None whatever,” said the witness. ''Hav 
you any conscience ?? demanded the lawyer. 
** Certainly I hav," answered the celestial in 
a hurt tone, ‘' Then what form of oath does 
your conscience dictate that you should use?” 
“Al forms are the same to me, but I will tell 
the truth: no matter how I swear.” ‘Oh, 
well, giv him the Bible, then," said the law- 
* No; he doesn't know anything about 


yer. 
the Bible,” said Judge McAdam. “ Giv him 
something that he knows about. Light up 


the joss sticks.” Still another Chinaman 
claimed to be an Agnostic, and he affirmed. 
Commenting upon the case Wong, an Amer- 
icanized Chinaman who writes magazine ar- 
ticles and does reporting for the daily papers, 
says: ‘‘Chinamen are having lots of fun 
among themselvs out of Chu Fong’s revela- 
tions. What amuses them is that Chu Fong, 
a Christian convert, testified in court that he 
learned the art of forgery from his Sunday- 
school superintendent, who doesn’t seem to` 
hav devoted all of his time to disproving the 
teachings of Confucius. This little circus 
has at least decided the fate of the seventeen 
victims of Chu Fong’s forgeries so far as go- 
ing back on Joss is concerned,” 
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Communications. 


Symposium Questions Answered. 


Freethought, in our opinion, does hav an affirmativ, 
positiv, constructiv side. Indeed, it has no other 
side—no negativ, no non-constructiv side. 

In its very nature it is in its entirety essentially 
affirmativ, positiv, and constructiv. 

The charge so often preferred against Freethought, 
or Infidelity as it is usually called, that it is a mere 
negation—a mere denial of the truth of the Christian 
religion—is utterly false. 

Freedom was the original, and is the only normal 
condition of thought—a condition which prevailed 
until those two mighty foes to human progress, the 
church and the state, forged the chains with which 
thought is now so bound as to be partially deprived 
of its affirmativ, positiv, constructiv action. 

Freethought denies no truth, negativs no faci, 
destroys nothing that has a right to exist—nothing 
but the chains with which itself has been bound. 

Thought is action, and all action is afirmativ, pos- 
itiv, and in its ultimate results constructiv. 

The properties of negation, of non-construstion, 
eto., with which Freethought has been charged, 
inhers not in itself, but in the chains with which its 
enemies who make the charge hav partially paralyzed 
its action. These anemies, therefore, are themselvs 
the parties guilty of negation and non-construction. 


As to why Freethought, in its very nature, is thus 


affirmativ, positiv, and constructiv, we can simply 
say that such is the course of nature—just as it is 
the course of nature for the sun to shine, the flowers 
to bloom, the universe to be just as it is. 

But in what do the affirmativness, the positivness, 
the constructivness of Freethought consist ? 

In everything that results from thinking, when 
the thinker is free to act out his thoughts—in estab- 
lishing between man and all his surroundings such 
relations as shail ultimate in the highest possible 
perfection of tha individual—in obeying every law, 
utilizing every gift of nature, in according to every 
individual the right to think and to express his own 
thoughts, to control his own acts, to appropriate his 
own goods, the results of his own labor, and to freely 
enjoy his full share of nature’s bounties, the air, the 
sunlight, the land, the water, ete. 

Every advancement in science, every improvement 
in ari, and almost every useful discovery in nature, 
has been the result of thought, of Freethought. 
Every statue, every painting, every palace, every 
temple, every steamship—every work of art, whether 
of utility or of beauty, has been thought before it 
has been wrought. 

Only remove the grasping, the paralyzing hands— 
the invading, grinding heels of those twin monsters, 
those relics of barbarism, the church and the state, 
from the people, and who could assign any limits to 
their attainments in this department ? 

But grand and glorious as are the achievements, 
past, present, and prospectiv, of Freethought, in the 
domain of art, in the construction of temples, ete., 
from inanimate matter, grander still and more glori- 
ous ara destined to be its achievements in the domain 
of physiology—in the developing of the highest de- 
gree of health, strength, and beauty in that wonder- 
ful “temple of the soul,” the human body. Only let 
the monsters in question be relegated to their proper 
places in the dark ages of the past, and let them 
bear away with them upon their heads and their 


backs those parasitic monsters, which themselvs hay | 


bred the Grundys, the Comstocks, ef id genus omne. 
Only let thought be free in this department—let 
the people fully understand that, in the wonderful 
maehinery of the human body, Mother Nature has 


made nothing obscene, improper, or shameful. Let’ 


them fully understand that every part of this won- 
derful and complicated machinery is just as neces- 
rary, and hence just as right, proper, and decent, as 
is every part of the machinery of a watch or of a 
steam-engin. Let them fully understand that it is 
just as right, proper, and decent to see and to name 
any part of the human body, to describe its form and 
its functions, as it is to do the same things in regard 
to any part of a watch or of a steam-engin. Let 
them fully understand that with a view to improve- 
ment, it is not only their right, but also their duty, 
to freely discuss, publicly and privately, the uses 
and functions of all the organs of the human body, 
and especially of those pertaining to sex. Let them 
fully understand the laws of heredity, the best con- 
ditions under which conception and gestation can be 
performed, and the best conditions with which chil- 
dren, after birth, can be surrounded, and we will 
soon hav a race of beings tenfold superior to the men 
and the women of the present time. But this is not 
all. Thought, when free, will inevitably tend to 
improve itself. Let it cease to be obstructed, de- 
pressed, or perverted, and the mind of the people, as 
a whole, will soon be tenfold superior to what it is at 
the present time. 

And so, too, of the department of morals. Only 
let thought be free and soon every individual will be 
able to do tenfold more to advance the social happi- 
ness of the race than he does now. 


We are aware that most persons, even many so 
called Liberals, confine the word Fresthought to the 
mere denial of the divine inspiration of the Bible 
and the truth of the dogmas of the Christian religion. 
We do not, of course, employ the term in this ex- 
tremely narrow sense. We extend it to every sub- 
ject that is in any way involved in the solution of 
that one grand, ultimate problem, human happiness. 

Joan R. Kxrso. 
Erra D. Kerso. 
tf  —— ———. 
The Work of Freethought. 

We are often reminded by the religionists thai 
Freethought is only a destruotiv power; we are 
charged with destroying the temples of religion with- 
out erecting new ones in their places; we are asked, 
If you take away the consolation of religion, what do 
you giv us in its place? In short, we are told that 
we hav no right to disturb humanity's faith and 
undermine its religious beliefs unless we can offer a 
new religion. Let us see how far this charge is just. 
That Freethought is destroying the popular beliefs 
of the world is a truth which cannot be disputed. 
But the question is, Are these beliefs worth preserv- 
ing, and is it not rather better that they should be 
destroyed? It seems to me that an illusion, no 
matter how sweet it might be, should not be cher- 
ished. It is of no use to build castles in the air. A 
crust of bread within our reach is far better than an 
imaginary feast. A pauper who knows that he is 
poor is, in my opinion, better off than the one who 
livs in the realm of imagination and considers him- 
self rich. Tho former will do his best to better his 
condition, but why should the latter work? Is he 
not rich already? And when we remember that the 
illusion called Christisnity has in store an eternity of 
joy for a few elected beings and an eternity of misery 
for the majority of the human race, will not mankind 
at large be happier when this illusion becomes a thing 
of the past? Is it really necessary for us to giv 
something else in place cf hell? If we kiil a rattle- 
snake, will anyone demand that we should giv another 
anake in place of the one we killed? When a slave 
is freed, will anyone say: You must giv him another 
master? Should we giv the slave freedom, should 
we break his chains, in order to put immediately new 
chains on his limbs? What does the slave get in 
place of slavery? Liberty. Liberty is the opposit 
side of slavery. A slave is not a unit; he has no 
rights whatever; he belongs wholly to his master. 
But giv him liberty, and he becomes a human being ; 
he has an opportunity to work for himself; his own 
body, at least, belongs to him. So if we destroy the 
kingdom of Jehovah, why should we provide heaven 
with anew God? If we refuse to worship Jehovah 
because his record is bad, can we possibly create a 
god who will pay more attention to the needs of hu- 
manity? Is it in our power to inaugurate s new 
religion with a god who will control the lightning, 
cyclones, blizzards, earthquakes, ete., and who will 
ennoble the heart and brain of men? Do we know 
that the record of the new god will be better than 
that of Jehovah? Is it worth while to dethrone 
Jehovah and bend our knees before another tyrant? 
Why should we put a phantom in the sky to rule us? 
Why should we enslave ourselvs and invent instru- 
ments to torture our own bodies? We hav no need 
of any god; we claim our rights to be free at least 
from the dictates of others. 

There should be no masters and no slaves. Should 
the memory of all the gods fade away, the world 
stil] remains, there is still plenty of work for us to 
do, Instead of the kingdom of God, we giv the 
world the kingdom of man. Humanity is grander 
than divinity. An ungodly man is better than an 
unmanly God. How much better off will the world 
be if we crawl in dust and assure a phantom that we 
love him and do all we canto please him? Who will 
be benefited by such action? ‘Will it diminish the 
miseries of the world? Will it add cne rose of hap- 
piness to the thorns of life? 

The mission of the Freethinker is to work for 
this world, to help humanity instead of helping God. 
We liv in a world full of poverty, misery, disease, both 
of body and mind, crime and degradation. The real 
benefactor of the human race is he who can solve 
the knotty social problems, and solve them in such a 
way that there should be no overflowing riches in the 
hands of a few fortunate persons and poverty the lot 
of the majority, who can prevent disease from tortur- 
ing our bodies and minds, who ean do away with 
crime and correct the criminal. Why should we 
gaze at the stars and leave the mud beneath our feet 
in its present condition? Why should we dream of 
8 heaven beyond the clouds and allow the earth to be 
a hell? Let us work for the future, let us increase 
the happiness of humanity, and if we cannot gain 
much,in the present, it will still be a consolation to 
us to know that we hav done our best to make the 
future better than the present. As Tchernychewsky 
said: “Love the future, work for it, transport as 
much of it as possible into the present.” We hava 
great deal of work to accomplish in this world—we 
cannot afford to waste our time to serve phantoms. 
“Let the ghosts go. We will worship them no more. 
Let them cover their eyeless sockets with their 


fleshless hands and fade forever from the imagina- 
tions of men.” Orzwews P. BERYLSON. 


Presbyterianism, 

I was born in the year 1814 in one of the rural 
towns of New England. At the time of my birth the 
only excitement that was crested in the vicinity was 

rom the fact that the frail embryo would pull down 
the scales but a few ounces more than two pounds. 
After I began to show symptoms of pulling through, 


| my mother, who was a firm believer in the Presby- 


terian religion and hoped that I might be one of the 
favored class that God had ordained unto everlasting 
happiness in the Calvinistic heaven, concluded to cali 
the Presbyterian minister of the parish and hav me 
subjected to the sacred ordinance of baptism. 

After that performance, which was done “in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost,” I grew and “flourished like a green bay- 
tree." But notwithstanding my diminutiv size, I was 
destined to become nearly a six-footer. 

One of the first lessons taught me after I began to 
think a little was the great and marvelous truths 
contained in the “holy Bible,” and the goodness of 
God as proclaimed therein. I attended church fre- 
quently, and believed that the minister was a little 
more than human, as his wonderful knowledge was 
not confined to this little earth but reached to the 
home of the angels, whose holy feet tread. the 
“ golden pavements” of the New Jerusalem. 

When I was some five years of age I selected a 
playmate of about my own age. Sammy, as we all 
caled him, was one of the best of boys, even-tem- 
pered, and generous io every fault of mine. Many 
happy hours we had together notwithstanding the 
dark and angry clouds of Calvinism were floating in 
the sky. When Sammy was about eight years of 
age he was taken with a raging fever. A Calvinistic 
doctor was called. This son of Esculapius was not 
only a Calvinist in religion but also in medicin, for 
the first move he made was for blood, then the jalap 
and mercury, until the poor boy fell a victim to what 
was scientific quackery. Soon after the death of 
Sammy I called at the house of mourning and for 
the first time in my life I looked upon a corpse. 
Oh, how changed! His face was like marble; his 
lips that had said so many pleasing words were sealed 
forever. To me the scene was terrible I left with 
streaming tears. I lefi, hearing the wailings of the 
mother until I was beyond their reach. 

The day for the funeral was appointed. The min- 
ister came to administer religious consolation to the 
afflicted family. The friends and neighbors came 
until the house was nearly full. The man of God 
opened the sacred volume and delivered a discourse 
of about half an hour in length. He spoke with 
wonderful power, for he was noted as & preacher 
that was ever ready to proclaim the terrors of the 
law to a sinful and dying world. During the deliv- 
ery of the sermon the minister became somewhat in- 
spired by his guardian spirit John Calvin, for in his 
address to the mourners he talked loud and with 
great force. After descanting upon the terrible pun- 
ishment that God would inflict upon the sinners, he 
pointed to the weeping mother and said, with em- 
phasis, “ Your boy is in hell!” Quick as a lightning 
stroke the mother fell from her chair and moaned as 
though her heart would break, for she dearly loved 
her little boy. After these terrible words were said 
by the minister a general panic ensued—women and 
children were in tears. I well recollect a man of the 
audience who had never experienced the love of the 
Calvinistic God said some wicked words about the 
preacher, which produced quite an angry discussion. 

After learning from the highest authority of which 
I knew, I began to think of my own sinful condition. 
I was “under conviction,” and thought I was no bet- 
ter than Sammy. I had sleepless nights; I had 
heard much of God’s terrible anger told by revival 
preachers, but my mother soon put a quietus upon 
my fears by referring to the fact that I had been 
sprinkled by the regenerating waters of baptism. 
So, in that respect, I was one better than Sammy. 

As I came to years of knowledge and understand- 
ing I was made familiar with the Presbyterian creed, 
not knowing but the Lord might be pleased to some 
time call upon me to preach the gospel. But after 
reflecting upon the fact that God from the founda- 
tion of the world was continually bringing into exist- 
ence harmless babes that he knew would go intoa 
never-ending hel], the doctrin began to look infamous. 
I exposed my thoughts on the subject to several of 
the elect, but the answers were of a threatening 
character; that a young stripling like myself was 
committing the crime of blasphemy by questioning 
the venerable creed which was in perfect harmony 
with “God’s holy word.” The consolation that I 
got from those that I had supposed to be regenerated 
Ohristians had with me a very unfavorable effect. I 
soon began to look upon Calvinism and Jonathan 
Edwardsism as the most abominable doctrin that ever 
disgraced the heart of man. That monstrous creed 
would to-day, in this age of science and investigation, 
lessen the natural goodness of a South Sea Islander, 
if he could be led to believe it. The idea of a God 
that has for ages been peopling the regions of hell 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 8, 1890. . 


words to express to you the deep gratitude we feel and the 
love we cherish for the man who from boyhood has spent 
his life in trying to make this world better ard its people 
happier. 

We hav followed with pride and admiration your public 
career and hav rejoiced to find that in the fiercest battles 
for the right you hav earned from friend and foe alike a 
name for undaunted courage, unfaltering perseverance, un- 
tiring industry, and unswerving probity. 

The long and arduous battle for a free press in England 
which that noble martyr, Richard Carlisle, waged, you hav 
continued with the greatest success, and the liberty of tongue 
and press has found in you one of its greatest and bravest 
champions. i 

It is impossible for us to forget the immense service you 
hav rendered to humanity in asserting and maintaining the 
rights of the people to choose their own representativs irre- 
spectiv of class or creed, in removing the last shackles of 
the English press laws, and in expunging from the English 
statute book and courts of justice that last surviving legacy 
of an ignorant and bigoted past, the Oaths test. 

The theological bands which hav bound the brain of thou- 
sands of this generation hav been snapped asunder by the 
unwearying efforts of such men as yourself to spread the 
light of reason, and many hundreds even in priest-ridden 
India hav by a study of your life and works been led to 
throw off the dark thraldom of superstition and to embrace 
that greatest of all religions—the religion of humanity— 
whose only creed is, ** The world is my country and to do 
good my religion.” 

We honor the man who, possessed of the highest talents, 
has sacrificed wealth and comfort to assist the down-trodden 
and to succor the distressed; who has, at the risk of his 
life, championed the cause of peace in a Christian land; who 
has never by word or action swerved from his devotion to 
principle, and whose Tn and tongue were always at the 
Service of the poor and the miserable without fee or price. 

We take this opportunity of bringing to your notice the 
vast field for the propagation of Freethought that India 
presents, and which we, from the circumstances that sur- 
round us, are unable to work as it ought to be worked. We 
therefore beg you will bestow on this matter the considera- 
tion it deserves and extend to us your powerful support in 
the furtherance of the noble cause of Freethought. Chris- 
tian missionary education has very greatly contributed to 
prepare the minds of the youth of this country to throw off 
all superstition, indigenous or imported, and now they only 
aweit the arrival of Freethought lecturers to preach the 
noble principles of Secularism, to enlist hundreds in the 
great army of progress that everywhere in the world is daily 
and hourly increasing in numbers and in strength. The 
names and works of Charles Bradlaugh, Mrs. Annie Besant, 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll, and G. W. Foote, are, we are proud 
to say, familiar to thousands of students in all parts of this 
vast Country. 

We fervently trust that the day is not far distant when we 
shall hav the pleasure of welcoming you once again to these 
shores and hope then to be able, each in his own town and 
district, to exprers personally his heartfelt gratitude for the 
numerous services you hav rendered and to show you in de- 
tail the wants and needs of the Secularists of India. 

With our best wishes for your health and happiness and 
with the assurance of our high respect, 

We hav the honor to remain, 
Your GRATEFUL AND OBEDIENT SERVANTS. 

Bombay, Dec. 31, 1889. 


9-4 ——— ————— — 
Canadian  Freethinkers and heir 
Houses. 


Under the presidency of Captain Robert C. Adams 
the Canadian Secular Union is doing a needed and 
splendid service for liberty. A few weeks ago Tux 
TnaurH Sxzxzn received an order for twelve copies of 
the “Age of Reason,” and an inquiry as to the vari- 
ous Oath laws now in foree.in the states. The first 
was the initial step of an attempt to make the Oana- 
dian government admit that heretical works are 2s 
much entitled to -respectful treatment at the hands 
of the custom officers as a stack of Bibles; the 
second, the preliminary measure to the introduction 
of an oath bill in the two Canadian provincial parlia- 
ments. In Secular Thought of last week we find 
the result. Under the heading of “A New Oaths 
Bill,” is this item: 

Capt. Robert C. Adams, of Montreal, president of the 
Canadian Secular Union, has taken some action to secure the 
passage of a new oath and affirmation bill in the Dominion 
parliament at Ottawa and the provincial parliament of 
Quebec. 

This, of course, is but the beginning, but judging 
from the sucesss attending the importation of the 
* Age of Reason,” it may be possible soon for Free- 
thinkers to obtain their civil rights in Canada. The 
following eorrespondence explains the situation as to 
Thomas Paine's great book: 


with countless millions of pagans because they never 
heard of Presbyterianism! That abominable doctrin 
could not hav originated with human beings possess- 
ing a moral and benevolent nature, but must hav 
had its origin in the loathsome dens of wild beasts, 
where huge spiders hung upon their silken cords and 
instilled their deadly poison into the very bowels of 
their victims. Is it possible that human beings in 
this age of enlightenment can believe such diabolical 
doctrins? If the civilized world could to-day wake 
to a firm belief in the Presbyterian creed, it would 
paralyze the people of all nations, both Christian and 
pagan, and they would, like patient Job, curse the 
day in which they were born. F. Lanxm, M.D. 
Randolph, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1890. 


—— 94 — —————— 


Mr. Bradlaugh. 


Sunday, Feb. 16, 1890, is a day which will long be 
remembered by the Freethinkers of London and 
other large cities of England, for on its memorable 
morn Mr. Charles Bradlaugh assembled the repre- 
sentativs of the National Secular Society in the Lon- 
don Hall of Science to hear his reasons for resigning 
the presidency of that well-known association. Del. 
egates had come from all parts of the country ; and 
those who were stewards had plenty to do to welcome 
those who had come from afar and introduce them to 
their fellows of the metropolis. 

At a quarter past eleven, to the tick of the clock, 
Mr. Bradlaugh rose in his place. Pale and feeble 
though he was, with all the marks of his recent terri- 
ble illness upon him, he nevertheless stood out in 
grand relief from the many hundreds who occupied 
the hall. The preliminaries over, the venerable 
president rose up to make his explanations. One 
mighty cheer burst forth from all. Not a hand in 
all that vast assembly that did not clap its hardest, 
and many an eye was moist as ib watched the keen 
and overpowering struggle that was going on in 
their convalescent leader. He tried to speak, it was 
useless. With tears in his eyes he sat down sgain, 
his words unspoken. It was a sight such as one 
rarely sees, to witness the strong man who has so 
often atood in the front of danger—fearless, defiant, 
victorious—tremble and quiver, utterly speechless, 
as he tried to speak a few words to those whom he 
knew to be loving friends. Once more a ringing 
cheer of sympathy and encouragement re echoed 
through the building: once more the greatest lawyer 
and unique orator tried to address his disciples. 
This time he succeeds. With voice low and musical, 
the old man tells of his illness and assures us thet a 
second such attack must prove fatal. With breath- 
less silence we hear him through, relieved when at 
length the more formal business comes before us. 
Then, when George William Foote, who has himself 
‘tasted the horrors of a twelvemonth’s incarceration 
in a British jail, is appointed president on the motion 
of our thirty years’ leader, and the badge of office is 
handed to the new general, we see beyond doubt 
how it is necessity, helpless necessity, which has 
compelled him to relinquish the banner he se dearly 
loved to bear before the world. With him, we recog- 
nize in Mr. Foote a worthy leader whom we can 
trust; with Mr. Foote, we reeognize how difficult it 
will ba to follow creditably in the footsteps of such 
agiaut in the cause. On the other hand, with un- 
stinted cheers we congratulate the new president 
and sssure him of our loyalty, and the meeting closes 
with afew more words from Mr. Bradlaugh, which 
find their way home to every heart. 

The Hall of Science has witnessed many scenes of 
Freethought history, and not the least touching of 
those was one which many of us well remember. It 
was that in which Mr. Bradiaugh acknowledged, at 
a banquet given to poor, old D. M. Bennett, the 
great kindness he had received from the Freethinkers 
of America when he visited their shores. Americans 
will join with us in wishing length of life and some 
degree of comfort to our retiring chieftain, and pros- 
perity in the work to him who comes to guide and 
help us. Mr. Bradlaugh has left us all footsteps in 
which we may follow—footprints which are not only 
British but universal, as the present testimonials 
from India bear witness, and the congratulations 
from all parts of the world confirm. Surely in him, 
if in any living man, we see the beneficial effects of 
living up to Thomas Paine’s great maxim, “The 
world is my country, to do good my religion.” 

Sam STANDRING. 


———— 94 .,9— —————— 
Mr. Bradlaugh in India. 


We hav received from Bombay the annexed Ad- 
dress to Charles Bradlaugh, printed in colors. The 
original was given to Mr. Bradlaugh “engrosssd on 
a finely illuminated sheet of parchment and pre- 
sented in a silver casket of exquisit design." 


To CumanLES BnapnLAUGH, EsQ., M.P., President of the 
National Secular Society of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Colonies. Honorable Sir: The Freethinkers of India cor- 
dially unite with all the other classes of the Indian commu- 
nity in offering to you their sincere congratulations on your 
late recovery from a dangerous illness, and in bidding you a 
hearty welcome on the occasion of this your first Visit to the 
shores of India. 

Weighed down with the sense of the invaluable services 
you hav rendered struggling humanity by your feariess ad- 
Vocacy of justice and truth, we are unable to find adequate 


Custom 


TonoNTo, Feb. 3, 1890. 

Drar S: We are now importing one dozen copies of 
“ The Age of Reason,” by Thomas Paine. We hav received 
notice, dated January 28th, from the Canadian Express Com- 
pany, that a parcel containing these books, addressed to Cana- 
dian Secular Union, care J. A. Risser, has arrived in bond 
(Manifest No. 917), and will be delivered on payment of 
duties and charges. 

We understand that previous importations of these books 
hav been seized and confiscated by the Toronto customs offi- 
cers, and that delivery of same has heretofore been refused 
on the proffered payment of duty. 

In bringing the above books into Canada at the present 
time, it is our intention to legally test in the Canadian courts 
the right of each and every citizen to import them. 

Under these circumstances, we consider that you ought to 
hav notice of our intentions before you render your final 
decision in the matter. 

On Wednesday, the 5th inst., we will instruct the Canadian 
Express Company to effect a clearance of the same. -If, in 
your opinion, we hav given you too short notice, we will be 
pleased to grant a few days’ further time for you to consider 
the question if you will write me to that effect; or, if you 
think we hav information that will be of value to you in 
your deliberations, our committee having the matter in hand 
will be pleased to meet you in your office at such time as 
you may appoint and render you such assistance as may be 
in their power. J. A. Risser, Secretary. 

COLLEOTOR oF Customs, Toronto . 


are there converging at the general office? 
ing that one-half of the Catholics of the United 
States pray to the saints daily, there would be, at 
least, some four or five million “ Halloes" to attend 


Her Maszety’s Customs, Toronto, Feb. 3, 1890. 
Sir: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 


this date, informing meof your intention of importing twelve 
copies of '‘ The Age of Reason," by Thomas Paine; and 
that in the event of seizure by me you purpose legally test- 
ing my right to do 80 in the Canadian courts. 


In reply, I hav the honor to state that I shall submit your 


letter to the department of customs, Ottawa, for guidance 
and instruction as to my action in the matter. 
it would be better, perhaps, that no customs entry be made 
until I hav received the instructions asked for. d 


Meanwhile, 


Jno. Dovaras, Acting Collector. 
J. A. Fusszn, Eso., Secretary, 


Canadian Secular Union, Toronto. 


Toronto, Feb. 5, 1890. 
Dear Sie: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 


of 3d inst., in reply to mine of same date. 


We accept your suggestion, and will make no entry of the 


consignment of ‘‘ The Age of Reason” referred to until we 
hav your further communication on the subject. 


Joan Dovaras, EsQ., J. A. Risser, Sec. 


Acting Collector of Customs, Toronio. 


Her Masgsty’s Customs, Toronto, Feb. 7, 1890. 
, Bra: In further reference to your letter of the 8d instant 


7? an importation of twelve copies of ‘* The Age of Reason,” 
by Thomas Paine, I beg to inform you that it is not usual 
for any customs officer to forecast the action which may be 
taken upon the actual importation of any dutiable article. 
The book when entered is subject to examination, and the 
result of that examination will depend as to whether it is 
wrongly entered as respects value, etc., or whether it comes 
under the prohibitory clause of the customs tariff. 


Jno. Doveras, Acting Collector. 
J. A. Risszr, Esq., Secretary, 


Canadian Secular Union, Toronto. 


Toronto, Feb. 8, 1890. 
Dear Sm: Your letter of 7th inst. is received. In my let- 


ter of 8d inst. we gave you notice that we would make entry 
of the importation of ‘The Age of Reason" on 5th inst. 
We did not do so, as you suggested delay until you had re- 
ceived instructions from Ottawa. 


I now understand you to say that you can render no de- 


cision in the matter until entry has been formally made. We 
will therefore, giv instructions to the Canadian Express 
Company immediately to make the entry, and in all prob- 
ability this will be done on Monday, 10th inet. 


Joss Doveras, EsQ., J. A. Risser, Sec. 


Acting Collector of Customs. 


On the 10th of February the books were delivered 


to Mr. Risser, and the government, as he expresses 
it, had eaten the leek. 


e 
That Blasphemous Heston! 
Some little time since Heston had one of his blas- 


phemous pictures representing & priest receiving a 
dollar from a poor, careworn woman, for which said 
priest sends a telephone dispatch to yank a cheap 
soul out of purgatory. The message was being 
received by a “ patron gaint.” 


Now, I ask, why does Mr. Heston misrepresent 


“the only true church ?” 


In Lesson Thirty-first of the Catechism, taught in 


parochial schools, I find the following: 


Question. Does the first Commandment forbid us to pray 
to the saints? 
Answer. The first Commandment does not forbid us to 


pray to the saints. 


Q. What do we mean by praying to the saints? 
A. By praying to the saints we mean the asking of their 


help and prayers. 


Q. How do we know that the saints hear us? ‘ 
A. We know that the saints hear us, because they are with 


God, who makes our prayers known to them. [Italics of the 
last seven words mine. ] 


The facts are, you see, his majesty, God himself, 


sits at tho general receiving office, hears the messages, 
and then dispatches them around to St. Patheric, 


St. Dick, Tom, and Harry, in their various mansions. 

This “revelation” excites a curious class of 
thoughts, such as these: As the “only true church” 
declares, “There is but one God,” how many wires 
Su ppos- 


to from these quarters in twenty-four hours. Now 
add the rest of the Catholic world, snd just think of 
the business done! Business? ` Aye! Just listen: 
Q. What benefits are derived from the communion of 
i he following benefits are derived from the commun- 
ion of saints: the faithful on earth assist one another by 
their. prayers and good works, and they are aided by the 
intercession of the saints in heaven, while both the saints in 
heaven and the faithful on earth help the souls in purgatory. 
It seems that his majesty makes the “saints” a 
kind of committee of referees; for he, God, '* makes 
our prayers known to them,” the saints; and they, 
in turn, “by their intercession” (to whom it does 
not say) assist in evacuating purgatory to make room 
for more. If this doctrin be true, when you finda 
man complaining that “ business is duil,” tell him to 
“go to”—well, either place. . 
. Another thought is this: our sun is only one little 
speck in the solar system; there are millions of 
suns, in various states of development, it may he, 
but the presumption is they hav inhabited planets. — 
Suppose that there is an average of one inhabited 
planet to each sun, each one having a * fallen race, 
and “a plan of redemption,” with the necessary 
paraphernalia of popes, priests, saints, relics, eto., 
just think of the amount of telephone business ! 
Business! yes, sir; let every idle person avoid the 
upper, and shun the lower region! — Josx Davey. 
Kent, O. 
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The Gage Gathering. 


I choose words for a headline which express just 
what I mean. Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage has prac- 
tically gathered herself together and held a meeting 
at Washington, February 24:h and 25th, under the 

` guise of a “convention.” The convention was a con- 
spicuous failure, but Mrs. Gage was an illustrious 
success. She had placarded Willard’s Hotel and the 
hall with the announcement that the “ Womau's 
National Liberal Union" would hold a convention. 
Who authorized this name I do not know, as tho 
question of a name did not come before the conven- 
tion ab all. Reference was made to an “executiv 
board,” but who appointed such board I do not 
kaow. It is cartain thai the convention did not ap- 
point it, as ihe subject was never mentioned there. 
The program for the morning of the second day sn- 
nounced, “ Discussion of resolutions,” but there was 
no discussion. They weremerelyread. The '*Adop- 
tion of resolutions” was on the printed program of 
the afternoon, bui they were not even mentioned. 
The “ Announcement of permanent cfficers” by the 
chair was made according to the program, but the 
convention was not asked to approve them. 

When Mrs. Gage was asked privately why these 
matters were not brought before the convention, she 
curtly answered, “It was not thought best." What 
I-want to say is, that the convention had no voice in 
anything. I attended every session and speak from 
personal knowledge when I say that but two votes 
were taken. One was on expressing a preference as 
to the place of the next meeting, the other was a vote 
of thanks to the press. There was a preconcerted 
arrangement that the convention should hav no 
voice, and everything was cut and dried and executed 
by Mrs. Gage. One member of her so-called “ eom- 
mittee” told me that, although she had attended 
every méeting, she did not know what was done, as 
there were matters decided that had not ever been 
before them. 

When Mrs. Gage assumed the chair at the opening 
of the so-called “ convention," she simply said: “ By 
virtue of the fact that I hav been the oldest worker 
in this cause, and this meeting is, to some extent, 
the result of my own efforts, I shall assume to act as 
temporary president this morning. Mr. William H. 
Aldrieh will also act as temporary secretary." The 
bad grammar of this announcement might be ex- 
cused if these persons had not continued to act as 
president and secretary to the last, without a vote of 
the convention. They were not approved, either as 
temporary or permanent officers. This notable wd- 
man suffragist did not allow the women of the con- 
vention to vote, and there were many “ curses not 
loud but deep" among the attendanta. 

The course of Mrs. Gage can be accounted for only 
in one way. She had been repressed and suppressed 
by Susan B. Anthony and her compeers so often 
through a large number of years that she was deter- 
m' ned to hav everything her own way for once. 

Her very bad grammar, her monotonous voice, her 
egolism and lack of manners, could all hav been ex- 
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cused had she not been guilty of such insufferable 
self-assertion. : 

Mr. Wm. F. Aldrich, of Alabama, is said to hav 
paid the expenses-of the “ Gage Gathering.” In the 
Liberal Thinker, edited by Mrs. Gage, and paid for 
by the Aldrichs, Mrs. Aldrich is said to hav been 
known throughout the United States, for years, as 
Miss Josephine Cables, who edited tha Occult 
World, published at Rochester, N. Y., and who is 
“a woman of wonderful spiritual insight, occult 
powers, and humanitarian principles.” 

Now for the officers not approved by the conven- 
tion: President, Matilda Joslyn Gage, New York; 
vice-president, Josephine Cables Aldrich, Alabama ; 
secretary, Mary E. Coues, Washington; treasurer, 
Wm. F. Aldrich, Alabama. These are all avowed 
Theosophists, except Mrs. Gage, who is said to hav 
a way of proving that woman is the Holy Ghost of 
the orthodox trinity. 

The following persons were added, not by the 
sonvention, to the officers forming the executiv 
council: Susan A. Wixon, Eliza A. Conner, Micca 
Hoffman, Marietta M. Bones, and Olara S. Foltz. 
This council is, hereafter, to fill all vacancies and to 
elect all officers without any reference to any conven- 
tion—a self-constituted and self-perpetuating close 
sorporation, which will not allow of any interference. 

We now come to the resolutions. Prof. Hiliot 
Coues was chairman of this committee, but could 
only hav been a figurehead, as Mrs. Gage told me 


.jthat she wrote nearly all of the resolutions before 


she left home, and another person told me that she 
furnished two, which were revised by Mrs. Gage. 
Instead of taking up apace in details, I would simply 
say that there are twelve resolutions. Ten of these 
might hav been passed by any congress of the 
American Secular Union (excepting the platitudes). 
They relate mainly to the work of state seculariza- 
tion in which our organization is so successfully en- 
gaged. The other two are not true. It is not a fact 
that “every church, of whatever name, is based on 
the theory that woman was created secondary and 
inferior to man, and that she brought sin into the 
world, and necessitated the sacrifice of a savior.” 
The Universalists, the Unitarians, the Friends (Hicks. 
ites), and several other churches, as heartily oppose 
this view as does Mrs. Gage. Nor is it true that 
“every church is the enemy of liberty and progress.” 

One word more. Mrs. Gage was terribly afraid 
that there was a plot to capture her convention by 
the American Secular Union. Ida C. Craddock, our 
secretary, had said something about auxiliaries in a 
letter published in our Liberal papers, and Mrs. 
Westbrook has written to Mrs. Gage, suggesting 
that possibly we might work together, etc.; and she 
was very apprehensiv on this subject. When Mrs. 
Westbrook and myself entered a preliminary meeting 


‘at the express invitation of Susan H. Wixon, and 


with the express consent of Mr. Aldrich (in whose 
room the meeting was held), Mrs. Gage sprang to 
her feet, and seizing us both by the arm, exclaimed: 
“You must go out! You are the president of an- 
other society, and I don't mean to be the bob to the 
tail of anybody's kite." We were led out into the 
hall, and were thus unceremoniously dismissed. This 
is probably the reason why nothing was permitted to 
come before the convention for approval or dissent. 

Permit me to say that this was an unnecessary 
fright for Mrs. Gage. I had never thought of capt- 
uring the convention. I had no desire to interfere 
in any way. I am an advocate of woman's enfran- 
chisment, and hav been for thirty years, and am 
heartily in favor of a woman suffrage society to 
resist the encroachment of the orthodox church ; and 
I am an enemy to all forms of ecelesiasticism and 
sacerdotalism. We hav missed a grand opportunity 
to form such a society. Let every person treat Mrs. 
Gage’s Gathering as a nullity. Let us put a woman 
suffrags plank in with our Nine Demands of Sec- 
ularism—and then we shall not need any other 
“ gathering." 

How true it is that when the slave becomes master 
she is the most tyrannical of drivers! Mrs. Gage 
was to show Miss Anthony how to run & convention, 
and she has foolishly run hers into the ground ! 

R. B. WESTBROOK, 
Pres. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, March 1. 1890. 
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England?s Opinion of Our Annual. 
From Watts's Literary Guide. 

This Annuar has now become a recognized feature in 
American literary Freethought. Skilfully edited by Mr. E. 
M. Macdonald, it has the good fortune to hav for contrib- 
utors some of the most capable writers across the Atlantic. 
The current issue is a remarkably strong number. Besides 
an admirably compiled calendar and an encouraging record 
of Freethought progress in the United States, there are sev- 
eral lengthy and brilliant essays, and an ambitious novelet 
by Miss Helen Gardener, the author of ‘‘Men, Women, and 
Gods." Mr. Macdonald’s account of his experiences ‘“ In 
Search of a Spirit” is delightfully humorous; the Ex-Rev. 
H. O. Pentecost’s narrativ of ** Why I Left the Church” is 
deeply earnest; while Mr. W. Stewart Ross’s paper, “ Mostly 
Fools ?" is terribly pessimistic. Perhaps the two most use- 
ful features in the Annuar are the illustrated articles on 
“ The Middle Ages" and ** The Inventions of Science and 
the Inventions of Christianity.” The illustrations through- 
out—with the exception of the frontispiece, ‘‘ The Burning 
of Bruno "—are admirably executed. 


Why Am I An Agnostic? 
From ine North American Review, ` 


Parr IT. 


The Christian religion rests on miracles. There 
are no miracles in the realm of science. The real 
philosopher does not seek to excite wonder, but to 
make that plain which was wonderful. He does nof 
endeavor to astonish, but to enlighten. He is per- 
fectly confident that there are no miracles in nature. 
He knows thai the msthematical expression of the 
same relations, contents, areas, numbers, and pro- 
portions must forever remain the same. He knows 
that there are no miracles in chemistry; that the 
attractions and repulsions, the loves and hatreds, of 
atoms are constant. Under like conditions, he is 
certain that like will always happen; that the prod- 
uet ever has been and forever will be the same; 
that the atoms or particles unite in definit, unvary- 
ing proportions—so many of one kind mix, mingle, 
and harmonize with just so many of another, and the 
surplus will be forever east out. "There are no ex- 
ceptions. Substances are always true to their nat- 
ures. They hav no caprices, no prejudices, that can 
vary or control their action. , They are “the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever.” 

In this fixedness, this constancy, this eternal integ- 
rity, the intelligent man has absolute confidence. It 
is useless to tell him that there was a time when fire 
would not consume the combustible, when water 
would. noi flow in obedience to the attraction of 
gravitation, or that there ever was a fragment of a 
moment during which substance had no weight. 

Credulity should be the servant of intelligence. 
The ignorant hav not credulity enough to beiieve 
the actual, because the actual appesrs to be contrary 
to the evidence of their senses. To them it is plain 
that the sun rises and sets, and they hav not cre- 
dulity enough to believe in the rotary motion of the 
earth—thst is to say, they hav not intelligence enough 
to comprehend the absurdities involved in their belief, 
and the perfect harmony between the rotation of the 
earth and all known facts. They trust their eyes, 
not their reason. Ignorance has always been and 
always will be at the mercy of appearance. Ore- 
dulity, as & rule, believes everything except the truth. 
The semi-civilized believe in astrology, but who could 
convince them of the vastness of astronomical spaces, 
the speed cf light, or the magnitude and number of 
snus and constellations? If Hermann and Hum- 
boldt could hav appeared before savages, which would 
hav been regarded as & god? 

When men knew nothing of mechanics, nothing of 
correlation of force, and of its indestructibility, they 
were believers in perpetual motion. So when chem- 
istry was a kind of sleight-of-hand, or necromancy, 
something accomplished by the aid of the super- 
natural, people talked about the transmutation of 
metals, the universal solvent, and the philosopher's 
stone. Perpetual motion would be 8 mechanical 
miracle; and the transmutation of metals would be 
a miracle in chemistry; and if we could make the 
result of multiplying two by two five, that would be 
a miracle in mathematics. No one expecis to find a 
circle the diameter of which is just one-fourth of the 
circumference. If one could find such a circle then 
there would be a miracle in geometry. 

In cther words, there are no miracles in any science. 
The moment we understand s question or subject, 
the miraculous necessarily dissppears. If anything 
actually happens in the chemical) world, it will, under 
like conditions, happen again. No one need take an 
account of this result from the mouths of others: 
all can try the experiment for themselvs. There is 
no caprice, and no accident. 

It is admitted, at least by the Protestant world, 
that the age of miracles has passed away, and, conse- 
quently, miracles can not at present be established 
by miracles; tkey must be substantiated by the 
testimony of witnesses who are said by certain 
writers—or, rather, by uncertain writers—to hav 
lived several centuries ago; and this testimony 
is given to us, not by the witnes:es themselvs, not 
by persons who say that they talked with those wit- 
nerses, but by unknown persons who did not giv the 
sources of their information. 

The question is: Can miracles be established 
excapt by miracles? We know that the writers may 
hav been mistaken. It is possible that they may hav 
manufactured these accounts themselvs. The wit- 
nesses may hav told what they knew to be untrue, or 
they may hav been honestly deceived, or the stories 
may hav been true as first told. Imagination may 
hav added greatly to them, so that after several cent- 
uries of accretion a very simple truth was changed 
to a miracle. - 

We must admit that all probabilities must be 
against miracles, for the reason that that which is 
probable cannot by any possibility be a miracle. 
Neither the probable nor the possible, so far as man 
is concerned, can be miraculous. The probability 
therefore says that the writers and witnesses were 
either mistaken or dishonest. 

We must admit that we hav never seen a miracle 
ourselvs, and we must admit that according to our 
experience, there are no miracles. If we hav min- 
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gled with the world, we are compelled to say that 
we hav known a vast number of persons—including 
ourselys—to be mistaken, and many others who hav 
failed to tell the exact truth. The probabilities are 
on the side of our experience, and, consequently, 
against the miraculous; and it is a necessity that 
the free mind moves along the path of least resist- 
ance. 

The effact of testimony depends on the intelligence 
and honesty of the witness and the intelligence of 
him who weighs. A man living in a community 
where the supernatural is expected, where the mirac- 
ulous is supposed to be of almost daily oceurrence, 
will, as a rule, believe that all wonderful things are 
the result of supernatural agencies. He will expect 
providential interference, and, as a consequence, his 
mind will pursue the path of least resistance, and 
will account for all phenomena by what to him is the 
easiest method. Such people, with the best inten- 
tions, honestly bear false witness. They hav been 
imposed upon by appearances, and are victims of 
delusion and illusion. 

In sn age when reading and writing were substan- 
tially unknown, and when history itself was but the 
vaguest hearsay handed down from dotage to infancy, 
nothing was. rescued from oblivion except the won- 
derful, the miraeulous. 'The more marvelous the 
story, the greater the interest excited. Narrators 
and hearers were alike ignorant and alike honest. 
At that time nothing was known, nothing suspected, 
of the orderly course of nature—of the unbroken and 
unbreakable chain of causes and effects. The world 
was governed by caprice. Everything was at the 
mercy of a being, or beings, who were themselvs 
controled by the same passions that dominate man. 
Fragments of facts were taken for the whole, and the 
deductions drawn wers honest and monstrous. 

It is probably certain that all the religions of the 
world hav been believed, and that all the miracles 
hav found credence in countless brains; otherwise 
they could not hav been perpetuated. They were 
not all born of cunning. "Those who told were as 
honest as those who heard. This baing so, nothing 
has been too absurd for human credence. 

All religions, so far as I kaow, claim to hav been 
mirasulously founded, miraculously preserved, and 
miraculously propagated. The priests of all claimed 
to hav messages from God, and claimed to hav a cər- 
tain authority, and the miraculous has always been 
appealed to for the purpose of substantiating tha 
message and the authority. 

If men believe in the supernatural, they will 
acsouat for all phenomena by an appeal to supernat- 
ural means or power. We know that formerly every- 
thing was accounted for in this way except some few 
simple things with which man thought he was per- 
fectly acquainted. After a time men found that 
under like conditions like would happen, and as to 
those things the supposition of supernatural interfer- 
ence was abandoned ; but that interference was still 
activ as to all the unknown world. In other words, 
as the circle of man’s knowledge grew, supernatural 
interference withdrew and was activ-only just beyond 
the horizon of the known. 

Now, there are some believers in universal special 
providence—that is, men who believe in perpstual 
interferehce by a supernatural power, this interference 
being for the purposs of punishing or rewarding, of 
destroying or preserving, individuals and nations. 

Others hav abandoned the idea of providence in 
ordinary matters, but still believe that God interferes 
on great occasions and at critical moments, especially 
in the affairs of nations, and thet his presence is 
manifest in great disasters. This is the compromise 
position. These people believe that an infinit being 
made the universe aud impressed upon it what they 
are pleased to call “iaws,” and then left it to run in 
accordance with those laws and forees; that as a 
rule it works well, and that the divine maker inter- 
feres only in cases of accident, or ab moments when 
the machine fails to accomplish the original design. 

There are others who take the ground that all is 
natural; that there never has been, never will be, 
never can be any interference from without, for the 
reason that nature embraces all, and that there can 
be no without or beyond. 

The first class are Theists pure and simple; the 
second are Theists as to the unknown, Naturalists as 
to the known; and the third are Naturalists without 
a touch or taint of superstition. 

What can the evidence of the first class be worth ? 
This question is answered by reading the history of 
those nations that believed thoroughly and implicitly 
in the supernatural. Thers is no conceivable absurd- 
ity that wag not established by their testimony. 
Every law or every fact in nature was violated. 
Children were born without parents; men lived for 
thousands of years; others subsisted without food, 
without sleep; thousands and thousands were pos- 
sessed with evil spirits, controled by ghosts and 
ghouls; thousands confessed themselva guilty of 
impossible offenses, and in courts, with the most 
solemn forms, impossibilities wera substantiated by 
the oaths, affirmations, and confessions of men, 
women, and children. H 

These delusions were not confined to ascetics and 


peasants, but they took possession of nobles and 
kings ; of people who were at that time called intel- 
ligent ; of the then educated. No one denied these 
wonders, for the reason that denial was a crime pun- 
iskable generally with death. Societies, nations, be- 
came insane—victims of ignorance, of dreams, and, 
aboye all, of fears. Under these conditions human 
testimony ìs not and cannot be of the slightest value. 
We now know that nesrly all of the history of the 
world is false, snd we know this because we hav ar- 
rived at that phase or point of intellectual develop- 
ment where and when we know that effects must hav 
causes, that everything is naturally produced, and 
that, consequently, no nation could ever hav been 
great, powerful, and rich unless if had the soil, the 
people, the intelligence, and the commerce. 
Weighed in these scales, nearly all histories are 
found to be fictions. 

The same is true of religions. Every intelligent 
American is satisfied that the religions of India, of 
Egypt, of Greece and Rome, of the Aziecs, were and 
are false, and that all the miracles on which they rest 
are mistakes. Our religion alone is excepted. Every 
intelligent Hindoo discards all religions and all mir- 
acles except his own. The question is: When will 
people see the defects in their own theology as clearly 
as they perceive the same defects in every other? 

All the go-ealled false religions were substantiated 
by miracles, by signs and wonders, by prophets and 
martyrs, precisely as our own. Our witnesses sre no 
better than theirs, and our success is no greater. If 
their miracles were false, ours cannot be true. Neat- 
ure was the same in India and in Palestine. 

One of the corner-stones of Christianity is the 
miracle of inspiration, and this sama miracle lies at 
the foundation of all religions. How ean the faci of 
inspiration be established? How could even the in- 
spired man know that he was inspired? If he was 
influenced to write, and did write, and did express 
thoughts and facts that to him were absolutely new, 
on subjects about which he had previously known 
nothing, how sould he know that he had been influ- 
enced by an infinit being? And if he could know, 
how could he convince others? 

What is meant by inspiration? Did the one in- 
spired set down only the thoughts of a supernatural 
being? Was he simply an instrument, or did his 
personality color the message received and given? 
Did he mix his ignorance with the divine information, 
his prejudices and hatreds with the love and justice 
of the deity? If God told him not to eat the flesh 
of sny beast that disth of itself, did the sama infinit 
being algo tell him to sell this meat to the stranger 
within his gates ? 

A man says that he is inspired—that God appeared 
to him in a dream, and told him certain things. Now, 
the things said to hav been communicated may hav 
been good and wise; but will the fact that the com- 


munication is good or wise establish the inspiration ? 


If, on the other hand, the communication is absurd 
or wicked, will that eonelusivly show thai the man 
was not inspired? Must we judge from the commu- 
nication? In other words, is our reason to be the 
final standard? 

How could the inspired man know that the com- 
munication was received from God? If God in 
reality should appear to a human being, how could 
this human being know who hed appeared? By 
what standard would he judge? Upon this question 
man has no experience; he is not familiar enough 
with the supernatural to know gods even if they ox- 
ist. Although thousands hav pretended to receive 
messages, there has been no message in which there 
was, or is, anything above the invention of man. 
There are just as wonderful things in the uninspired 
as in the inspired books, snd the prophecies of the 
heathen hav been fulfilled equaily with those of the 
Judean prophets. If, then, even the inspired man 
cannot Gertrinly know that he is inspired, how is it 
possible for him to demonstrate his inspiration to 
others? Tho laat solution of this question is that 
inspiration is a miracle about which only the inspired 
can hav the least knowledge, or the least evidence, 
and this knowledge and this evidence not of a char- 
aster to convinse even the inspired. 

There is certainly nothing in the Old or the New 
Testament that could nob hav been written by unin- 
spired human beings. To me there is nothing cf 
any particular value in the Pentateuch. I do not 
know of a solitary scientific truth contained in the 
five books commonly attributed to Moses. There is 
not, as far as I know, a line in the book of Genesis 
ealeulated to make a human being better. The laws 
eontained in Exodus, Levitieus, Numbers, and Deu- 
teronomy are for the most part pueril and cruel. 
Surely there is nothing in any of these books that 
could not hav bsen produced by uninspired men. 
Certainly there is nothing calculated to excite intel- 
leetual admiration in the book of Judges or in the 
wars of Joshua; and the same may be said of Samuel, 
Ohronicles, and Kings. The history is extremely 
childish, full of repetitions, of useless details, without 
the slightest philosophy, without a generalization 
born of a wide survey. Nothing is known of other 
nations; nothing imparted of the slightest value ; 
nothing about education, discovery, or invention. 


And these idle and siupid annale are interspersed 
with myth and miracle, with flattery for kings whe 
supported priests, and with curses and denunciations 
for those who would not hearken to the voice of the 
prophets. If all the historic books of the Bible wera 
blotted from the memory of mankind, nothing of 
value would be lost. 

Is it possible that the writer or writers of First 
and Second Kings were inspired, and that Gibbon 
wrote “The Dacline and Fall of the Roman Empire" 
without supernatural assistance? Is it possible that 
the author of Judges was simply the instrument of 
an infinit God, while John W. Draper wrote “The 
Intellectual Developmen’ of Europe" without one 
ray of light from the other world? Can we believe 
that the author of Genesis had to be inspired, while 
Darwin experimented, ascertained, and reached con- 
clusions for himeelf? 

Ought not the work of a God to be vastiy superior 
to that of aman? And if the writers of the Bible 
were in reality inspired, ought not that book to be 
the greatest of books? ` For instance, if i$ were con- 
tended that certain statues had been chiseled -by in- 
spired men, such statues should be superior to any 
that uninspired man has made. As long ss it is ad- 
mitted that the Venus de Milo is the work of man, 
no one will believe in inspired sculptore—at least 
until a superior statue has been found. So in the 
world of painting. "We admit that Corot was unin- 
spired. Nobody claims that Angelo had supernatural 
assistance. Now, if some one should claim that a 
certain painter was simply the instrumentality of 
God, certainly the pictures produced by that painter 
should be superior to all others. 

I do not sea how if is possible for aa intelligent 
human being to conelude that the Song of Solomon 
is the work of God, and that the tragedy of “ Lear” 
was the work of an uninspired man. We are all 
liable to be mistaken, but the Iliad seems to mea 
greater work than the book of Esther, and I prefer 
it to the writings of Haggai and Hosea, Al:chylus 
is superior to Jeremiah, and Shakspere rises immess- 
urably above all the sacred books of the world. 

It does not seem possible that any human being 
ever tried to establish a truth—anything that really 
happened—by what is called a miracle. It is easy 
to understand how that which was common beeane 
wonderful by acorstion—by things added, and by 
things forgotten —and it is easy to conceive how that 
which was wonderful became by accretion what was 
called supernatural. But it does noi seem possible 
that any intelligent, honest man ever endeavored to 
prove anything by a miracle. 

As & matter of fact, miracles could only satisfy 
people who demanded no evidence ; else how could 
they hav believed the miracle? Italso appears to be 
certain that, even if miracles had been performed, it 
would be impossible to establish that fact by human 
testimony. In other words, miracles can only be 
established by miracles, and in no event could mira- 
eles be evidence except to those who were actually 
present; ard iu order for miracles to ba of any value, 
they would hsv to be perpetual. It must also be re- 
membered that a miracle actually performed could 
by no possibility shed any light on any morai truth, 
or add to any human obligation. 

If any man has ever been inspired, this is a secret 
miracle, known to no person, and suspected only by 
the man cleiming to be inspired. It would not be in 
the power of the inspired to giv satisfactory evidence 
of that fact to anybody else. 

The testimony of man is insufficient to establish 
the supernatural. Neither the evidence cf one man 
nor of twelve can stand when ecutradicted by the 
erperience of the intelligent world. If s book sought 
to be proved by miracles is true, then it makes no 
difforence whether it was inspired or nob; and if it 
is not trus, inspiration cannot add to its value. 

The truth is that the church has always—uncon- 
sciously, perhaps—offered rewards for falsehood. 
It was founded upon the supernatursl, the miracu- 
lous, snd it welcomed all statements calculated to 
support the foundation. It rewarded the traveler 
who found evidences of the miraculous, who had seen 
the pillar of salt into which the wife of Lot had been 
changed, and the tracks of Pharaoh’s ehariots on the 
sands of the Red sea. It heaped honors on the 
historian who filled his pages with the absurd and 
impossible. It had geologists and astronomers of its 
own who constructed the earth and the constellations 
in accordance with the Bible. With sword and 
flame it deatroyed the brave and thoughtful men who 
told the truth. It was the enemy of investigation 
and of reason. Faith and fiction were in partner- 
ship. : 
To-day the intelligence of the world denies the 

miraculous. Ignorance is the soil of the supernat- 
ural, The foundation of Christianity has crumbled, 
has disappesred, end the entire fabric must fall. 
The natural is true. The miraculous is false. 
Rosert G. INGERSOLL. 
to 
Lercan to doubt if ib was possible that an omni- 
soient God would giv a revelation to men that would 
set all the world “bythe ears” iu their efforts to 
! interpret it.— A. C. Adams. 
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Communications, 


The Infidel’s Catechism. 


Question. What is a doctor of divinity ? xx 

Answer. If is one who has graduated in the arb 
of using language to conceal his thoughts. 

Q. Why did Talleyrand when asked for what pur- 
pose language was given to man, reply, “To conceal 
our thoughts ?" 

A. Because thai was the prevailing use of lan- 
guage in his day; which usage was then enforced by 
the combined powers of church and state. 

Q. Why did Oopernicus withhold from the publie 
his work on astronomy until he was on the verge of 
the grave? 

A. Because he had violated a law of the church 
by using language to express thought, and he wanted 
to keep his crime concealed until he was beyond the 
reach of the church. 

Q What was Bruno’s crime? 

A. Using language to express his thoughis. 

Q. For what purpose was he locked up in a àun- 
geon snd tortured for six years ? 

A. To try io make him use language to conceal 
his thoughts. 

Q. Why was he burnt alive at the stake? 

A. Because he persisted in shocking Christians 
by using language to express his thoughts. 

Q Why was Galileo imprisoned by the church ? 


A. Because he violated the law of the church by | 


using language to express his thoughts on astronomy. 

Q. Why was he not burnt like Bruno ? 

A. Bacause when offered by the church tho cruel 
alternativ of telling a lie by saying that his language 
had not expressed his thoughts, or to be burnt like 
Bruzo, he weakened and told the lie, and promised 
that he would use language to conceal his thoughts. 

Q. Why was the beautiful Hypatia so brutally 
murdered by & Christian mob of Alexandria? 

A. Because she shocked the Christians by using 
language to express thought. 

Q. Why is Thomas Paine so hated by the clerics ? 

A. Bacause he used language to express thought, 
which was against the rules of the church. 

Q. George Washington’s thoughts on the subject 
of theology were similar to Paine’s. Why do the 
clerics hate Paine and honor Washington ? 

__A. Because Paine published his thoughts, and 
Washington concealed his. 

Q. Why do the clerics claim that Abraham Lincoln 
became a Christian sbout the time that he went to 
Washington city? _ 

A. Because, like a Christian, he concealed his 
thoughts after he became president. 

Q. For what is Colonel Ingersoll noted ? 

A. For proficiency in the art of using language to 
express thoughts. 

Q. For what is Talmage noted? 

A. For proficiency in the art of using language to 
conceal his thoughts.  — ; 

Eyer since the establishment of the papal hierarchy 
hypocrisy has been regarded as a virtue and sincer- 
ity a crime. The church regards it as a virtue to 
conceal our thoughte, and a crime to express them. 

P. F. Syomaxer. 
a_a 
Slate-writing and Legerdemain. 


Brormer Maopowarp: I hav just read your article 
in the Trura Szrxer Annvat, “In Search of a Spirit.” 
It appears to hay been an unsatisfactory search ; you 
ought to hav got better resulis from slate-writing. 
But everyone familiar with the so-called Spiritual 
phenomena knows that the occult power is very 
capricious. The mediums are too often blamed for 
what they cannot help. 

I am sorry you could not hav had a slate-writing 
test from P. S. O. A. Keeler, such as I got and de- 
seribed in Tuz Terura Szrkrn of May 12, 1888. 

But now, in regard to your article in the ANNUAL, 
I wish only to take exception to one statement. You 
Say you “hav seen no display of ingenuity equal to 
the achievements of those who acknowledge no aid 
from the spirits of translated men.” 

The tricks of conjurers are pretty easily discovered. 
Most of them are known and published. When you 
once know how the thing is done the performance is 
no longer interesting. Giv me six successiy private 
performances of & particular feat of legerdemain and 
if I cannot tell you how it is done you may call me 
a fool. And now, in conclusion, I make the follow- 
ing challenge: 

_. _ TO ANY OONJURER, 

Let me write in your presence, but without your 
seeing what I write, the names of four deceased 
friends on four slips of paper. Let me fold them 
up and place them on a table before us. You may 
handle them, but must not open one of them, and 
they must remain in sight on the table all the time. 
I will bring two slates. You may handle them be- 
fore I tie them, with a bit of pencil between them, 
and lay them on the table before us. I will wait 
half an hour for writing on the slates, which you may 
touch and even handle while on the table, but with- 
out untying or separating them at all. 


Now, then, if on opening those slates at the end 
of half an hour I shall find written on one of them 


a single one of the names I hav written on the folded. 


papers, I will pay you twenty dollars. But if no 
such name is written you shali forfeit five dollars 
to me. 

And for each, or any one of the other three names 
written by me on the folded papers, I will pay you 
twenty dollars if the same shall appear on the slates 
when opened by me. Nor will I exact any further 
forfeit for non-performance than the five dollars. 

W. H. Burr. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 14, 1890. 

OE ———————— 


A Voice from the West Indies. 


Vishnu, the second person of the Hindoo trinity, 
has become incarnale nine times : 

(1) “As a fish, to save the Vedas. 

(2) “As a tortoise, to support the earth, which was 
in danger of sinking into chaos; hence the Hindoos 
believe to this day that the earth rests on the. back 
of a tortoise. 

(8) “As a boar, to draw the earth out of mud and 
water with his tusks. 

(4) “As a lion-man, to destroy a monster who was 
devastating the earth. 

(5) “As & dwarf. 

(6) “As a giant. 

(T) “As Ram. 

(8) “As Christina. 

(9) “As Buddha.” 

The Hindoos are stili looking for another incarns- 
tion, which is supposed to be his last. They are ig- 
norant of the form that it will assume. 

There is an annual rite, practiced mainly by the 
people from Madras, and which is called “ passing 
the fire.” The eommunieants, with their priests, ail 
nearly naked, pass several times through smolder- 
ing ashes. This sacrifice is in honor of an Indian 
god called Madrivele. This god was endowed with 
the peculiar faculty of entering houses through the 
smallest crevice. He is said to hav been very fond 
of chickens and rum, and if is on this account that 
rum-drinking and chicken-eating play such eonspicu- 
ous paris in the annual rite of “ passing the fire.” 

The Mokammedans, or Mussulmans, come next in 
number. Their creed is, * There is but one God, 
and Mohammed is his prophet.” The Mohammedan 
prays five times a day with his face turned toward 
Mecca. The Mohammedans are divided into two 
branches or sects, Shiahs and the Sunnis. 

. The Shiahs commemorate the death of Hosien, the 
son of Ali, by parading about the sugar estates beat- 
ing drums, and carrying paper houses of different 
colors, which represent the tomb of Hosien. 

Very few Hast Indians become converts to Chris- 
lisniby. They do not seem to care for this religior. 
A most barbarous act was eoramitted by this Chris- 
tian government on the East Indians of the Mussul- 
man faith. A few years ago, these Indians were 
permitted to parade the streets of the cities on the 
day of the commemorstion of the death of Hosien. 
The government prohibited these parades, and on 
these people insisting on their rights, they were shot 
down like dogs by the armed constabulary. This is 
a crying shame! 

A good joke is told of an officer in India, who, 
addressing his nativ servant, asked, “ What religion 
are you belonging to, Ramsammes ?” 

Nativ: “Same church like Sahib; me eat beef and 
drink grog, sar!” To him Christianity and grog- 
drinking were synonymous terms. E. S. 

Port-of-Spain, Feb. 8, 1890. 

—e ———————— 
Eminent Women. 


Anna Letitia Barbauld was born in Leicestershire 
in 1743, and received an excellent education from her 
father, Dr. Aikin. In 1772 she published a volume 
of poems which gave her a high place among her 
poetical contemporaries, and in the following year 
she joined her brother in getting out a volume of 
miscellanies. She published numerous works— 
cae Lessons,” “ Biographical and Oritical Essays,” 
ete. 

Lady Jane Gray was born 1537 in Leicestershire. 
Her talents were of a supericr order, and by the time 
she was seventeen she had mastered Greek, Latin, 
Hebrew, Chaidee, Arabic, French, and Italian. 

In 1553 she married Lord Guildford Dudley, and 
shortly afterward, reluctantly sccepted the diadem 
which the intrigues of her father and her father-in-law 
had induced Edward VI. to settle upon her. She 
only reigned nine days, and then was committed to 
the Tower with her husband, and, in 1554, they were 
brought to the scaffold by the relentless Mary. Her 
“Remains” were published after her death, and 
some of her letters and essays are preserved in Fox's 
“Martyrology.” 

Joan of Arc—Maid of Orleans—has been called 
the greatest of heroins. She was born 1416 in 
Lorraine. Her parents were poor, and her occupa- 
tion that of shepherdess and taking care of horses 
at an inn. Her mind was of a superior order, and 
she brooded over the wrongs of her country, and the 
sufferings of the people, and the means of relieving 


them, till she imagined she heard a voice from heaven 
commanding her to become the deliverer of France. 
She was presented to the king and he accepted her 
services. The idea of her being supernaturally sent 
by heaven, just chimed in with the superstitions of 
the age, and inspired her countrymen and depressed 
the English. 

Her first exploit was the relieving of Orleans in 
May, 1428, after having defeated the besiegers. 
The tide of her success was rapid. City after city’ 
was conquered, and in July, 1429, the Maid led her 
sovereign to be crowned in the cathedral of Rheims. 
She now wished to retire, but the king found her 
services too valuable, and so persuaded her to remain 
with the army, which she did till 1491, when she 
was taken prisoner by the Burgundians, while she 
was heading a sally from Compiegne. Her captors 
sold her to the English, who cruelly burnt her at 
Rouen, May 31, 1481, on the charge of sorcery. 

Maria Annie Angelica Catherine Kauffman, an em- 
inent artist, was born 1741 at Coire, and was in- 
structed by her father; she was a good portrait- 
painter at the early age of eleven years. In 1781 
she married Zucchi, a Venetian painter. She ex- 
celled in poetical subjects; her drawing was good 
and coloring attractiv. She etched with good spirit, 
and was also a perfect mistress of music, which, at 
one time, she intended adopting as a profession. 
She died in 1807 at Rome. 

Ismene was the daughter of Edipus and Jocasts, 
who, when her sister Antigone had been condemned 
to be buried alive by Creon, for giving burial to her 
brother, Polynices, against the tyrant’s positiv orders, 
declared herself as guilty as her sister, and insisted 
on being punished with her. 

Antigone was the daughter of the king of Thebes 
(Edipus) by his mother Jocasta. After the death 
of her father and two brothers she went to Thebea 
to bury her brother, which the king had forbidden. 
Antigone sueceeded in sprinkling dust three times 
on her brother’s body, which was then and there 
equivalent to burial. For this she was immured 
aliva in a tomb, where she hanged herself. 

Haemon, the son of the king (Creon), to whom she 
was betrothed, broke into the tomband there killed 
himself, and his mother—Eurydise—also committed ` 
suicide ; all of which show the power and influence of 
woman's love, and strength of will and purpose to 
die rather than suffer wrong. 

Cynisea, a daughter of Archidamus, king of Sparte, 
was the first woman who ever turned attention to 
the training of steeds, and the first that obtained a 
prize at the Olympic games. 

Marie de Rabutin-Chantal Sévigné, marchioness, 
was born 1627, in Burgundy, and left an orphan at 
an early age. At eighteen she married the Marquis 
de Sévigné, who was killed in a duel seven years 
afterward, leaving her with a son and daughter, to 
whom she entirely devoted herself. To her daughter 
she was particulazly attached, and to her were ad- 
dressed the major part of the noted letters which 
hav plsced the marchioness in the first rank of 
epistolary writers. She died in 1696. The best 
edition cf her letiers is in eleven volumes octavo. 

E. D. SLENKER. 


—— 95 eo 
Italy and the Church.  * 

From 1866 up to 1880 the Italian government was 
obliged to confiscate the following amount of prop- 
erty and suppress religious houses and clergy to the 
number indicated by the table. 

Income of real and movable property seized by 


the government, 2DOUE.....ccceecssectrarcorereene $ 11,000,000 
Value of same property...........eeeeeeeee cene nnne 830,000,000 
Number of religious sent adrift, about............ 60,000 

‘ ** ecclesiastics deprived. .................. 40,478 
* — '' religious houses suppressed........... 4,244 
e e s corporations (* ............ 2,179 
n * gecular clergy foundations sup- 

jor o MED 46,237 
Number of other foundations suppressed......... 50,978 


The copfiseation of the “Opera Pie” will, accord- 
ing to & report made in 1880, remove from the ad- 
ministration of the Roman church to the government 
the following charities : 


General Charitics......c1s00 eee eese tenente entren 8,668 
Dowry se $i ^^ 2,694 
Hospitals............. esee eese eee enne nnne 1,189 


Institutions furnishing grain to poor peasant 
Congregations of ChaTity.......cccccesesssenserecees 
Miscellaneous.............. eene nennen 
Bhelter agylumm........... eee recess esee 


Foundations for nursing sick at home..................e 1,028 
School charities.............. eese eese essen hen neha anie 508 
Infants’ asylumm........,...ee eese seeeeeeene nennen teuer t ha naas 840 
For the ag @d....ccsscccsraccessacescccansessocanasasceroncennasassrsas 897 
FOT OTPhanG. P———— 468 
Monti di piet$ iu eii ctvesivecscvelectessdeeisosevesevasasecie’ 695 
Mon E 18 
For poor nursing mothers. ............... eene eee tnn 15 
For poor laborers....................... e. 16 
For pregnant women nursed at homo. 41 
Maternity hospitala............... scene 18 
Beaside............ eene 10 
Lunatic agylums.................... 15 
Deaf-mute and blind aaylums...................«. ts 26 
Nursling and foundling.....ccscsscecssscesssceccsssvesseveseccees 102 
Agrarian loan fund8....seessserersrssonsrevnn.ennesnnnnavesaenennnne 30 
jo € 17,608 
Gross revenues of these foundations, about...... $ 18,000,000 
Value of properties in 1861, about.......ccccsvesees 200,000. 
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Woman and Maternity. 
From the World. 


“Education and Maternity. Women’s Proper 
Sphere. Dr. Montrose Pallen Points Out the Dan- 
gers Which Threaten Intellectual and Society 
Women,” and similar headlines were a prelude to an 
article by this able physician in the Sunday World 
of February 2d. It seems to me that in discussing 
no other question in life is there .20 little logical 
reasoning and so much arbitrary dogmatism, as 
in the ones which are usually embraced . under 
* womans sphere.” 

In the first place, the doctor assumes that because 
women are mothers they are nothing else— that be- 
cause this is her sphere ehe can hav, should hav no 
' other. 

Men are fathers. That is their sphere, therefore 
they should not be mentally developed, legally and 
politically emancipated, socially civilized, or econom- 
ically independent. That would appear to most men 
doubtless as a somewhat absurd proposition. It 
appears 80 to me; but it is not one whit less absurd 
when applied to women. Yet this is constantly 
done. 

Because women are mothers is the very reason 

why they should be developed mentally and phys- 
ically and socially to their highest possible capacity. 
The old theory that a teacher was good enough for a 
primary class if she knew her “A BC's” and little 
else, has long since been exploded. A high degree 
of intellectual capacity and a broad mental grasp is 
more important in those who hav the training and 
molding of small children than if the children were 
older. The younger the mind the less capable it is 
to guide itself intelligently snd therefore the more 
important is it that the guide be both wise and well 
informed. In a college, if s professor is only 8 
little wiser than his class, it does not make so much 
‘difference. In a post-graduate course it makes even 
Jess, for here all are supposed to be somewhat mature. 
Each has within himself an intelligent guide, a reg- 
soner, & questioner and one to answer questions. 

With little children, the one who has them in charge 
most closely must be all this and more. She must 

understand the proportions of things and wherein 
they touch each other—the bearing and trend of 
mental and physical phenomena. She must furnish 
self-poise to the nervous child and stimulus to the 
phiegmatic one. She must be able to read signs 
and interpret indications in the mental and moral as 
well as in the physical being of those within her 
care. All this she must be sble to do readily and 
with apparent unconsciousness if she is. best fitted 
to deal with and develop small children. More than 
this, she must be not only able to detect but to hav 
the wisdom to guide, to stimulate, to restrain, to de- 
velop the plastic creature in her keeping. If she 
had the wisdom of the fabled gods and the self-poise 
of the Milo she would not be too well equipped for 
educating—to do the best for the race in her keeping. 
But more than this the ideal mother should know 
and be. She must hav love too loyal and sense of 
obligation too profound to recklessly bring into the 
world children she cannot properly endow or care for. 

It does not appear to occur to the physicians and 
politicians who discuss this question that it may bedue 
to other causes than incapacity, that educated women 
are the mothers of fewer children than are the “ideal 
wives and mothers” of whom Dr. Pallen spesks—the 
squaws, the Kaffirs and Black Feet Indian women, 
who devote but a few hours to the “completion of 
this act of nature.” 

It is no doubt true that habits of civilization do 
tend to make the dangers of motherhood greater. 
So do they tend to render men less sturdy—less per- 
fect animals. A Kaffir or an Indian buck would not 
find it necessary to stay at home from his office be- 
esuse of a broken arm ora gunshot wound in his 
leg.. He would tramp sturdily through the forest 
and sleep in the jungle with an arrow imbedded in 

‘his flesh ; he would sit stolidly down on a log and 
eut it out of himself with a scalping knife. Yet no- 
body would think it a desirable thing for s member 
of the Union League Club to stop on his way up 
Fifth avenue and attend to his own surgery on the 
sidewalk. They would expect him to faint and be 
“taken tenderly to the nearest drug-store” and a 
doctor would be sent for. He would be put under 
the influence of anesthetics during the operation and 
carefully nursed for weeks afterward by his de- 
voted wife and an intelligent physician. Then if he 
pulled through it would be because of his “ mag- 
Nificent physique, his pluck, and the excellent treat- 
ment he received.” 

Well, now, is he a less “manly man” than the 
Kafr or the Indian buck? Is hea less desirable 
husbandor father? Is he deteriorating in his sphere? 
The fact is that the more sensitiv men hav become to 
pain—whether it be mental or pbhysical—the more 
manly hav they grown, the more nearly fitted to be 
the fathers of a race of men and women who are not 
mere brutes. The race does not need the brute type 
any longer. It has already too many mere human 
animals to deal with—in its asylums, almshouses, 
prisons, and impoverished districts. 


This world is in no danger of suffering from a lack 
of children. The cry has always been “over popula- 
tion,” and even in our new country the cry has begun. 
Not more children but a better kind of children is 
what is needed. Who will be likely to furnish these— 
the ideal squaw “ wife,” or the educated woman who 
knows that her obligation to her child begias before 
it is born, and does not end even with her death, for 
she must leave it the heritage of a good name, an 
earnest life a noble example, even after she is 
gone? 

Tf by “being unfitted for the sphere of wife and 
mother” the doctor really intends to say that this 
sphere is truly that of & mere animal—a healthy 
snimal—if he means that in order to be an idesl wife 
to civilized man, woman should remain a savage ; if 
to be a perfect mother to en intellectually advancing 
race, she need not even comprehend the advance, 
then truly are these arguments agaiost her higher 
education and intellectual development logical. But 
even then they are not fair, Why? Simply because 
she has not been consulted as to her choice in the 
matter. The argument is still based on the tremen- 
dous assumption that man’s happiness, man’s desires, 
man’s wishes, man’s rights, are the sum total of al! 
desire, all right, all freedom, all happiness, and all 
justice. 

If & man does not choose fo become the father of 
ten or twelve children, nobody on earth feels called 
upon to criticise him as not properly filling his sphere 
—88 Out of his proper sphere in case he prefers to 
spend more of his time on mental development and 
progress than upon irresponsible physical indulgence 
and paternity. If he makes up his mind that he can 
not or does not wish to become responsible for the 
mental and physical endowment and well-being of 
more than one or two children, or of none, nobody 
says that his “college training unfitted him for the 
holy position of husband and father, which is his 
sphere.” Perhaps the college training may hav had 
s good deal to do with if in the sense that with his 
developed mind and wider information his senso of 
right and of personal obligation to the unborn has 
tended in that direction. We do not often notice a 
vast degree of self-disciplin of this nature in the un- 
educated whether it be man or woman, but is this a 
reason for deprecating intellectual training for our 
boys? Why then for the girls? 

It appears to me that it is one of the greatest pos- 
sible arguments in favor of higher education, unless 
indeed it is desirable to be mere Kaffirs, both male 
and female—which has its strong points. Kaffirs are 
healthier, hardier, more irresponsibly, happily, brutal. 
They hav few nervous moments, I fancy, over the 
future good of wife or child or friend. . Their sense 
of obligation does not keep them awake nights. 
They ara neither afraid nor ashamed to create help- 
less human beings simply to furnish targets for 
another tribe. They hav not even a glimmer of the 
thought—still embryonic in civilized man—that the 
woman whose life is risked and the child upon whom 
life is thrust unasked are of the least consideration 
in the matter. They hav no rights which the Kaffic 
lord is bound to respect. I fancy if he were asked a 
question on the subject he would look ai you in stu- 
pid, silent wonder, if he did not ask, “ What hav they 
got to do with it? I am the race. What she and 
it are for are to look after me, to make me eomforía- 
ble, to be my inferior, for my glory.” 

Now, suppose a woman would prefer to enjoy her 
mental capabilities to the full and develop these 
rather than to be the mother of a large brood; sup- 
pose she thinks she should be a developed woman 
first before daring to become s mother, whose right 
is it to object? If men prefer Kaffir wives there are 
a large assortment on hand. Squaws, both white 
and red, are to be had for. the asking. Whose right 
is it to decide that all women shall be squaws in 
mental development, in social position, in legal status, 
and in political and economic relations, if all women 
do not choose to be such? 

Has a woman not the right to be a human being 
and count ons in the economy of life before she is a 
mother, aside from her maternal capabilities? Ifnot, 
when and where did she forfeit that right? When 
and where did man get his? Every man has, and 
maintains, the right to be a man first, a unit, a re- 
sponsible human being. Afier that—aside from it— 
he may, if he choose, become also a husband and a 
father. Is it not more than possible that the whole 
human race has been dwarfed and retarded and ham- 
pered in its upward struggle because of this unac- 
countable effort to climb one side atatime? Be- 
cause brute force and phenomenal egoism hav 
always refused to place humanity on terms of equal 
opportunity and leave nature alone? 

: We are constantly informed that those who insist 
on equal opportunities, on equal status before the 
law for women, are making an effort to subvert nat- 
ure; that nature has done this and that and the 
other thing with and for women. Well, if she has, 
then she will take care of the results in an open 
field. She does not need special, restrictiv laws 
placed on the sex she has already placed under the 
“ban of inferiority.” If the superior sex cannot still 
moro than hold its own without putting a high pro- 


tectiv tariff on itself, then how can it claim to be the 
superior sex? Nature has managed very well with 
the Jower animals, giving them equal surroundings 
and opportunities. That nature is not allowed to 
manage for women is the very point we object to. 
Men make all sorts of laws for and about women 
that are noi made for and about men. Why not 
make laws and let them apply to the human being, 
leaving the sex of the human being out of the ques- 
tion? It is the special, restrictiv, unnatural sex pro- 
visions in laws and conditions of life that are 
objected to. No woman objects to nature’s decree 

that she is & potential mother any more than men 

object to her decree that they are potential fathers. 

It is the fact that men insist that women are this 

and nothing more (which nature did not say) to 

which women object. 

Nowhere else in nature does the male claim ail the 
other avenues of life as his special sex privilege 
except alone the one which he cannot perform—that 
of maternity. The sexes stand on an exact equality 
as to opportunity. The brain of each is developed 
to the extent of its capacity. The freedom and 
opportunity for food and pleasure are enjoyed by the 
sexes alike. When the desire for maternity is strong 
upon her is the only time the female brute animal 
becomes a mother. She decides when she is & mere 
mother and when she is an animal with all the rights 
and privileges of her genus. With the human race 
alone is one-half governed upon the theory, and its 
opportunities fitted to the idea, that the female is 
never a unit, never a human being, never a person, 
but that she is simply, solely, and only a potential 
mother, whose one “sphere” is controled and regu- 
lated as to time, place, and conditions, not by nature, 
not by herself, as with the lower animals, but by the 
other half of the race which holds itself as first 
human, individual, and with rights, duties, privileges, 
and ambitions pertaining to him as such. His sex 
relations, hia paternity, is truly his sphere, but that 
it is his whole sphere he has never dreamed. There 
are women who look at life the same way for the 
other half of humanity and decline to read nature— 
are unable to read it—in any other way. 

But aside from all this Dr. Pallen first claims that 
it is the intellectual development which cripples 
maternal capacities, and then proceeds to giv the 
reasons, which turn out to be poor ventilation at 
girls’ schools—unwholesome sanitary conditions, in- 
judicious physical and mental habits, and a lack of 
intelligent mothers and teachers who dress and train 
the girls unhealthily and in vitiated surroundings. 
How would boys fare under like conditions? Would 
the doctor say it was the intellectual training which 
wrecked the health of the boys, or the absurd condi- 
tions under which they get their training? 

Would he advise less mental work or less vile air? 
Fewer studies or better light? More healthful 
clothing and food or that the boys go home and 
* devote themsslvs to the sphere nature marked out 
for them”—paternity? Again, the doctor appears 
to confuse society women with college women. Asa 
rule, they are totally distinct classes. The society 
woman, who “wrecks her health in rounds of pleas- 
ure and bears sickly children or none,” is, in nine 
cases out of ten, the very opposit of the intellectual 
woman—the college-bred girl—who has learned be- 
fore she leaves college the value of health and the 
obligation to herself and to others to be well. 

It is true that certain of the fashionable schools 
which fit girls for society and for nothing else on 
earth esl! their girls educated ; but since no one else 
does it were futil to confuse the two classes. The 
society girl as a rule is, so far as real mental develop- 
ment and higher education and capacity to think 
logically are concerned, as truly a squaw as if she 
wore a blanket and feathers. Indeed, this is what 
she does wear mentally. She should be a perfect 
wife for men who wish wives to be physical and not 
mental companions—second only to the Kaffir woman 
in that she wears a bit more clothing. 

But oven in her case would it not be wise to infer 
that she has not physically incapacitated herself for 
maternity by her frivolous life, so mush as that she 
does not eare for children and would find them 
troublesome to a brain which holds nothing more 
serious and valuable than jewels and reception dates? 
And if she did reproduce her kind, would this world 
be benefited ? : 

Why this constant ery for more children in a world 
crushed by the weight of sorrow and wrong to those 
already here? Until children can be born into better 
conditions, let us be thankful that there is one class 
of women too selfish and another too full of a sense of 
obligation to add very rapidly to this beehive of 
misery and discontent and wrong. : 

The world needs healthier, wiser, truer children, 
not more of them. And until mothers are both edu- 
cated and rank before the law as human beings they 
wil never be able to giv that kind to the world. 
Just so long as men must get their brains from the 
proscribed sex, just that long will their brains re- 
main an “infant industry " and be in need of a high 
protectiv tariff in the shape of restrictiv Jaws on 
women to shield men from equel competition iu a fair 
field as human units. Heren H. GamDENER. 
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READY MARCH 10th. 
FREETHOUGHT. 


The Symposium, concluded in alate issue of Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER, will be printed in pamphlet form at once, and 
orders may be sent in now. It is seldom that in one little 
work can be found the opinions of so many writers a8 in 
this Symposium. A book by 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 

Capt. R. C. Adams, 
Saladin (W. Stuart Ross), 
H. O. Pentecost, 

Susan H. Wixon, 

Samuel P. Putnam, 

Lucy N. Colman, 

Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, 
Charles Watts, J. H. Burnham, 

W. F. Jamieson, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 
is something that every Freethinker will probably want to 
possess. Price, 25 cents. 


The Pictures. 


New subscribers on the picture account hav 
reached us during the past week to the number of 
twenty-seven, making a total of three hundred and 
seventy-six toward the five hundred necessary. Be- 
sides these the following friends hav contributed 
their cash : 


R. B. Westbrook, 
E. B. Foote, Jr., 
L. K. Washburn, 
George E. Macdonald, 
E. C. Walker, 

F. M. Holland, 
Parker Pillsbury, 

C. B. Reynolds, 


L. W. Sibley.............. $1 00 j Chas. Geck................ 1 00 
D. Cummins.............. 75 | R. D. Kinney............. 1 00 
Louis Wolfes............. 1 00 J. F. Smith................ 75 
N. Mansfield.............. 1 00 Fred Kurfess............. 75 


The total of donations to sustain the pictures is 
$193 30. The Literature Fund has received but one 
contribution—namely, 

Louis Wolfes............ cese deii arine $1 00 

In accordance with the terms of the offer made by 
the author of ‘‘Try Square" to furnish that book as 
a premium to new subscribers who send three dol. 
lars for Tur Trura SEEKER for one year either for 
themselvs or a friend, that premium will be with- 
drawn on March 11th, and to obtain the book in that 
manner canvassers must write at once. Friends aek- 
ing for the book whose letters bear postmarks pre- 
vious to that date will be supplied. The terms are: 
Copies of the book to be given as premiums to, or for, 
new subscribers who pay the regular price of $3 for 
Tue Trura SEEKER one year, before March 11th. One 
copy of the book to be given to every volunteer new 
subscriber, and one to every old subscriber who pro- 
cures a new one at the regular price of $3. The 
price of the book by itself is $1. 

It will afford us great pleasure to send out a hun- 
dred more copies of this book before the expiration 


of its author's generous offer, 
— 94M 99—————— 


Practical Work. 


On another page is printed the correspondence be- 
tween the secretary of the Canadian Secular Union 
and the customs officer at Toronto. The subject 
was the importation into Canada of Paine’s “Age of 
Reason,” which heretofore has been placed by the 
customs officials on the list of “immoral” works, and 
refused clearance. As Mr. Risser now expresses it, 
the government has eaten the leek, and hereafter the 
book may be freely imported. 

On the subject of oaths, to which reference is made 
in the same article (* Canadian Freethinkers and 
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Their Custom Houses”), Mr. Adams furnishes some 
additional, information in the last issue of Secular 
Oath bills are to bs at once presented in 
In 
1886, Mr. Adams recalls, an oath bill was presented 
by Mr. Robertson, of Hamilton, passed its third 
reading in the House of Commons, but was thrown 
It merely proposed to institute 
the English law, since superseded by Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
This law left the admission of the testimony of 
a non-Christian witness to the judge's opinion of the 
credibility of the person. Mr. Bradlaugh’s bill is an 
advance upon this, but necessitates a declaration of 
the witness’s religious opinions before he may be 
permitted to affirm. It was urged by some that, on 
the principle that half a loaf is better than no bread, 
the Canadians should likewise compromise upon a 
But they hav decided to strike 
at once for the ultimate end, and to set up the atan- 
dard of complete freedom from religious inquisition, 
which shall be supported until it waves triumphantly 
After a careful study 
of the oaths laws of England and all the states of 


Thought. 
both the Dominion and Quebec legislatures. 


out by the Senate. 


bill. 


practicable measure. 


over the Dominion of Canada. 


the American Union (aided greatly, says Mr. Adams, 


by the courtesy of the Editor of Tue TavrH SEEKER 
and the cooperation cf our faithful secretary, Mr. 
Risser), a bill has been drawn up which it will be en- 
deavored to hav presented to the Quebec legislature 
and, with the suitable alterations, to the Dominion 


parliament, at the present sessions. Even if they 


fail to pass, the discussion they will arouse will hav 
The following is the text of 


an educational effect, 

the bill for the Dominion. The bill for Quebec does 

not contain article 5, as the punishment for perjury 

is a matter under the control of the Dominion courts. 

Otherwise the bills are identical: 

u An act to abolish certain restrictions regarding the compe- 
tency of witnesses and the taking of oaths. 


** Whereas the existing restrictions on the competency of 
witnesses, and the provisions of law regarding the taking of 


oaths, operate an injustice to many conscientious and re- 


spectable persons, by excluding them from the right to tes- 


tify, or to comply with the said provisions, and, whereas 
the said restrictions and provisions tend to prevent the dis- 
covery of truth in courts of justice and elsewhere, to deprive 
the said persons, as wellas others, from the obtainment of 
their just rights, and to otherwise interfere with the proper 
administration of justice, as well in civil as in criminal mat- 
ters; and whereas, by. the laws of this Dominion, the free 
exercise of religious profession is guaranteed, and no dis- 
crimination should be made in favor of, or against any per- 
son on account of his religious belief, or disbelief: 

** Therefore her majesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts 
as follows: 

** 1. In all proceedings in respect of which the parliament 
of Canada has jurisdiction in this behalf, the competency of 
8 person to testify as a witness, or to take an oath or affirma- 
tion, shall not be affected by any religious test or qualifica- 
tion. 

** 2, All persons, being otherwise qualified according to 
law, shall be permitted, if so desired by them, to make a 
solemn affirmation, instead of an oath, ín all places and for 
all purposes, where an oath is or shall be required by law, 
which affirmation shall be of the same force and effect as if 
they had taken the oath. 

**8. Every person taking such affirmation shall solemnly, 
sincerely, and truly declare and affirm to tell the truth, leav- 
ing out any words of imprecation or calling to witness. 

**4. In all present or future enactments the expressions 
‘oath’ and ‘ affidavit’ shall include the affirmation and dec- 
laration above provided, and the expression ‘swear’ shall 
include ‘ affirm’ and ‘ declare,’ the right to which is granted 
by this act. 

** 5. If any person making an affirmation, either in virtue 
of the provisions of this act, or under any similar enactment 
made by any legislature of the provinces of this Dominion, 
shall willfully, falsely, and corruptly affirm any matter or 
thing, which if deposed on oath would hav amounted to 
willful and corrupt perjury, he shall be liable to prosecution, 
indictment, sentence, and punishment, in all respects ag if 
he had committed willful and corrupt perjury. 

** 6. All provisions of the law inconsistent with the pres- 
ent act are hereby repealed. 

** 7. This act shall come into force on the day of its sanc- 
tion.” 

We desire to congratulate our friends across the 
border upon their clear-headed energy in tackling 
the enemy at the very point where he needs tackling. 
It seems to us that to win the civil rights of all peo- 
ple, no matter what may be their religious opinions, 
and to check the encroachment of ecclesiastics, 
is just what Secular Unions are organized to 
do. A victory in the courts is something tangible, 
some practical progress. A defeat of attempted 
tyrannical religious legislation is at least a holding 
on to what we hav got; and the influence of a fight 
made and lost is infinitly more far-reaching and 
beneficent in its effects than supine inaction. 


For these reasons we sre sorry to read the report 
of the hearing before the house committee at Wash- 
ington on the Breckinridge Sunday bill and miss 
therefrom the name of any representativ of the 
American Secular Union. The District of Columbia 
belongs to the whole people, and a Sunday law there 
is a matter concerning everybody. And the Secular 
Union is the proper organization to represent and 
expound the Secular principles upon which this gov- 
ernment was founded, but from which it has gone so 
far astray. 

But, nevertheless, our Seventh-Day Adventist 
friends were on hand, and with the help of a Kuight 
of Labor, gave the committee to understand that . 
there is opposition to any such laws as that proposed 
by the Tennessee Congressman. The House Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia is composed of 
Congressmen Grout, of Vermont; Campbell and 
De Lano, of New York; Moore, of New Hampshire; 
Ellis, of Kentucky; Heard, of Missouri. The hear- 
ing on the bill was held on February 18th. In favor 
of the bill there appesred and spoke, as we learn 
from the Sentinel, Rev. George Elliott, Rev. J. H. 
Elliott, Mr. H. J. Schulteis, Kuight of Labor, Mr. 
Inglis, and Rev. W. F. Crafts. Against the bill were 
Elders Corliss and Jones, of the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists, Prof. H. W. MoKee, secretary of the Relig- 
ious Liberty Association, and Millard F. Hobbs, 
also a Knight of Labor. Aside from the conflicting 
attitudes of the Knights of Labor representativa, the 
hearing was without special features. The Sunday- 
law advocates rehashed their illogical arguments, 
laying, as usual, particular stress upon their sympathy 
forthe poor workingman. The Ssventh.Day Advent: 
opponents of the bill had no difficulty in mesting the 
religious and historical averments of their adversaries. 
The poor workingman side of the controversy was 
disposed of by Mr. Hobbs, master workman of the 
whole federation of the Knights of Labor in the Dis- 
triot of Columbia, who said: “No one has been 
authorized by the Knights of Labor to speak in 
favor of this bill. Mr. Schulteis is not authorized to’ 
speak for the Knights of Labor. It is true Mr. 
Schulteis is a member of a committee having charge 
cf certain matters, but that committee has nothing ~ 
to do with this question. The Kaights of Labor are 
virtually opposed to this bill. Some are in favor of 
some parts of it; some are in favor of all of it; and 
some are entirely opposed to all of it. For this 
reason the Knights of Labor of the district, as an 
organization, hav refused to hav anything to do with 
it. We are all in favor of a day of rest, some of two 
days; but we are afraid of the religious side of this 
question. What benefits the Knighta of Labor wish 
to obtain, we think can ba batter sasured by our own 
efforts through our own organizations than by the 
efforts of others, through the church.” 

This speech by Mr. Hobbs is described as a 
“stunner " to Mr. Crafts and his party, “crushing to 
atoms the whole pet theory which they had so nicely 
framed and so pathetically presented in behal! of 
‘the poor workingmen who are so cruelly oppressed 
by being forced to labor on Sunday; and of the 
church’s gallant effort to liberate them from ‘the 
Egyptian bondage of Sunday slavery.’” * Nothing 
could hav happened,” says Hider Jones, “that would 
more clearly expose the perfect hollowness of the 
plea that is made by the American Sabbath Uaion, 
that this Sunday movemeat is in the interests of the 
workingmen, than did this unpremeditated and 
wholly unsolicited speech.” 

The committee is said to hav given the speakers a 
careful and courteous hearing, acd the opponents of 
the bill feel assured that the individual members of 
it will at least candidly consider their side. In doing 
this they will be aided by the pamphlets sent them 
from this office, ag will all of the Congressmen when 
the bill is brought before the House. In the mean 
time we suggest that our readers write to their 
respectiv representativs protesting against the enact- 
ment of the Breckinridge bill into a law. 

——— —— rr a ——— ———— 
Mr. Harman Arrested Again. 


In his paper of the 14th ult., Mr. Harman printed 
a letter from a New York correspondent of such a 
vulgar character that he was arrested before Zucifer 
reached a majority of its readers. He was taken to 
Topeka, and held to bail in the sum of one thousand 
dollars. In this case Mr. Harman is entitled to sym- 
pathy for his fate, but he cannot be held guiltless of 
inviting it. The matter complained of in the warrant 
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of arrest is outrageously vile. It is one of the most 

, indecent exhibitions of mental beastliness that ever 
appeared in print. It ia, to us, inconceivable that a 
man could write it except for purposes of evil; and 
it i8 still more inconceivable that an editor should 
hesitate a second before consigning the article to the 
fire. Reading it, the conclusion is almost irresistible 
that the writer is a spy seeking to entrap an editor, 
and another conclusion equally strong is that any 
editor printing it is utterly unfit for a public teacher. 
We do not believe that the slightest shadow of a 
shaving of good can be accomplished by such publi- 
cation, while it is certain that it will disgust and 
offend every person who is not a fanatic on '"gex- 
reform” subjects, or who is not of the lowest and 
vilest stratum of humanity. 


The punishment for this publication is not, how- 
ever, a matter for United States courts, but rather 
for the indignant criticism of those readers of his 
‘journal who hava right to expect to be furnished 
with a paper above the level of bawdy-house inmates. 
Its publication is an insult to every subscriber to 
Lucifer, an invasion of his rights, and a damage to 
the very cause for which Mr. Harman pleads so ear- 
nestly. It is no wonder that he has already received 
* sharp slaps in the face” from “mortified and dis- 
gusted " supporters of “whose honesty, earnestness, 
and friendship he has not the slightest doubt.” The 
wonder will be if anyone can be found to defend his 
course ! 


What Mr. Harman has previously printed, and for 
which he is still under bonds, is as snow to manure, 
as a crystal spring to a Garman horse-pond, com- 
pared with this letter, which we can never believe 
was meant to be printed unless its author desired to 
see Mr. Harman in jail. We hav strenuously de- 
fended him heretofore, because the matter com- 
plained of did not properly come under any law. 
Now we can only protest against the manner but not 
the fact of his prosecution. The United States 
courts hav no business with him, but we should not 
say the same of a police court. There is such a 
thing as obscene literature ; its circulation is an in- 
vasion of others’ rights; and the only way for people 
to protect themselvs against it is by law. Mr. Har- 
man has printed an article that should, were he other 
thau he raally is, earn him an interview with a police 
magistrate or the contempt of the community—per- 
haps both. 

Having thus expressed our opinion of Mr. Har- 
man’s offense, we are quite willing to go to his res- 
cus. He is an earnest, honest, simple old gentleman 
with one idea, a little fanatical on that perhaps, but 
sincerely laboring for the good of the world, and 
ever resolutely pursuing what he sees to be his 
work. He is everybody's friend but his own, and 
even entertains kindly feelings for Anthony Oom- 
stock—-a length to which even the Judean reformer 
could scarcely hav gone. Indeed, Mr. Harman says: 
“ Anthony Comstock, and all those who are working 
with and for him, are simply the creatures of circum- 
atances—-simply the victims of their heredity and 
their environment, and we, under like circumstances, 
would do just as they are doing. We harbor no re- 
vengeful feelings toward them, but hope they will 
see the error of their ways and reform, and we hops 
and work for the abolition of the laws that giv to 
these men their power for evil.” Mr. Harman often 
likens himself to Luther, and we fancy he had a still 
more ancient person in mind when he wrote the fore- 
going. Jesus is alleged to hav said, * Father, forgiv 
them, for they kaow not what they do." There is, 

‘however, nothizg vicious about Mr. Harman; his 
intentions are of the kindliest, and even the offisars 
who arrested him took his word that he would not 
try to escaps—somethiag undoubtedly the farthest 
from his thought. If he should be sent to prison he 
would bear his cross meekly, and when reviled revile 

. not again. 


This is not a case for law ; it is not a case for jus- 
tice even, but for mercy. Every energy of Mr. Har- 
man’s friends should be beni to secure leniency for 
an aged and almost irresponsible gentleman, who has 
offended, not willfully but unwittingly, and through 
the best of motivs. It is a pathetic case, and the 
truth should be made known to all connected with 
the prosecution. He will be called for trial at the 
April term of court, at Topeka, Kan. The United 
States district attorney at that place should be com- 
munieated with by all of Mr. Harman’s friends, 


A Contemporary’s Touching Appeal. 


The last Christian Advocate has a very edifying 
and instructiv editorial on “ The Christian Advocate 
in Sing Sing Prison.” It is largely made up of let- 
ters from the pious inmates of that institution, and 
the subject is a complaint because their favorit jour- 
nal—furnished by the generosity of some unknown 
person—has been discontinued to their addresses. 
To be deprived of their weekly religious refreshment 
is a hardship to the devoted and devout sons of the 
church, and they appeal forcibly for some charitably 
disposed person to renew their subscriptions. Moved 
by the cry of his fellow Christians, Dr. Buckley 
echoes the appeal, and is prepared to receive checks 
to supply the want. 

The testimonials which the Sing Sing Christians 
write to the virtue and value of the Advocate are 
certainly very convincing, and no doubt the subscrip- 
tion list will be duly lengihened among a class of 
citizens whose mental attributes and social standing 
emineatly fit them to appreciate it. We cannot do 
less than help our esteemed contemporary by repub- 
lishing extracts from the letters. The first to write 
Says : 

“ Tt has been my purpose, if by the favor of God kept to 
liberty and means, to become a subscriber for the Christian 
Advocate.” 

Surely Dr. Buckley will find a new patron in that 
pious gentleman, who may ultimately graduate from 
Sing Sing to a deaconship in the Methodist church. 

Another writes: 

“ Being that I was requested to forward to you this note, 
it givs me great pleasure to do so; concerning your most 
valulible paper, vis the Christian Advocate. Being a Cathloic 
I will ashure you its one of the best papers I’ve ever yet red 
inside or outside of a prison; for it isa true and God fear- 
ing paper.” l ] 

No doubt he speaks as an expert in religious 
papers, and Dr. Buckley should feel flattered in 
winning his commendation. But won't the priests of 
the Catholic faith wax jealous? 

The next one writes somewhat indignantly : 

“I would like to know why i cant Hav the Christian Ad. 
vocate i find things in its Coloms that is very interesting to 
my mind and i would like to nothe Reason i dont get it and 
oblige" j 

The brother should be supplied, or he may leave 
the institution for some place where he can obtain 
his favorit journal. 

The Bible class in Sing Sing must be numerously 
attended, for here are three gentlemen who refer to 
it. The first says to the prison chaplain: 

“Iam sincerely thankful to you for your Christian kind- 
ness to me while a member of your Bible class, and during 
the course of time after the much-prized class disbanded. I 
received through you & number of periodicals, chiefly the 
Christian Advocate, in which I was deeply interested up to 
the time of stoppage." 

The next writes : 


** Not only do I speak for myself, but of the many others 
of my fellow-convicts that I hav had the privilege to converse 
with about the paper. They all think very highly of its 
merits, especially our late Bible class." 


The third testifies : 


* Dzar CHAPLAIN: I always took a great delight in read- 
ing the Christian Advocate. It always brought back to my 
mind when reading it the teachings and the sayings of a 
God-fearing, Christian mother, long since gone to her eternal 
reward. I must be candid and say tnat I hav been greatly 
benefited, since I hav been here, by reading it. Iam keenly 
disappointed in not being able to receive it now. I presume 
you remember that I was a member of your Bible class, and 
was sorry that it was discontinued." 


Dr. Buckley publishes many more equally devout 
and pious epistles from his brethren in bonds, and 
no one without an adamantin heart can peruse them 
and not wish that soon the persecuted saints of Sing 
Sing may be able to regularly peruse his paper. It 
seems the very stones—and there are quite an array 


of stones surrounding these religious people—ery 


out for the Advocate. 
irresistible. 

As a means to arouse the merciful instincts of 
those Methodists not residing in Sing Sing, the good 
Editor supplements these letters with a few facts 
and statistics. These facts and figures are also inter- 
esting and instructiv, and we may profitably quote 
two paragraphs: . 

** In Sing Sing there are fifteen hundred and fifteen men. 
Female criminals are not sent to that prison. There are 
among them about one hundred men who in the past hav 
been connected with Protestant churches as members. 
There are at least fifty men who hav confessed their sinful. 
ness, and hav professed to find God's favor, and, so far as 


The appeal is pathetic and 


the chaplain can discover, are leading exemplary lives in the 
prison—not, we should suppose, an easy thing to do. There 
are many others who in conversation with him show that 
they are not unimpressible by truth. 

‘Of all those fifteen hundred and fifteen men, fifty-five 
per cent are nominally Roman Catholics, and forty-flve per 
cent nominally Protestants. Of the whole number, ninety 
per cent went to Sunday-school when boys.” 

The fact stated in the last sentence moves the 
Doctor to exclaim: “Ninety per cent went to Sun- 
day-school! God help the superintendents and 
teachers to consider this! God help those parents 
who hav thrown off parental instruction upon the 
Sunday-school to consider it!” It is indeed a sor- 
rowful thought—a matter for tears and reproaches ! 
But perhaps if the ninety per cent had not gone to 
Sunday-school and learned from the Bible all about 
the ancient saints, they would not by emulating them 
in their own poor weak way hav become inmates of 
Sing Sing and so acquainted with the superlativ virt- 
ues of the Advocate and the Doctor's entrancing 
tale of travel. Let the Dootor comfort himself with 
that thought. For is it not better a thousand times, 
that the world should be in Sing Sing and learn of 
the goodness of God and the value of the Advocate 
than to sojourn outside its walls and never worship 
God nor read the organ of the Methodist church ? 
And surely those who are in the place should hav 
that which their hearts crave, for is it not written in 
the good book, “Thou shalt bestow that money for 
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen or for 
sheep or for wine or for strong drink or for the 

Christiun Advocate—J. M. Buckley, Editor—price, 
$2.50 per annum—or for whatsoever thy soul desir- 
eth?” The Methodists who enjoy opportunities for 
unrestrained locomotion will be hard-hearted indeed 
if they do not promptly respond to Dr. Buckley’s 
appeal for his poor brethren. 
et 8 ——————— 


In its answers to inquirers the Sun has this: 
“ Had the twelve apostles been of Jewish faith before their oon- 


.| version to Christianity? If not, how many had been QE and 


what had the others been ? UAKER. 
“The twelve apostles were all Hebrews, and they were not con- 
verted to Ohristianity. Like Ohrist; they lived and died Hebrews.” 


That will astonish most Christians, but it’s true. There 

were no Christians in Christ’s time. 
—or. 

Oxe of the beneficent influences of Christianity is uncon- 
sciously described by the Madison, Wis., Democrat in report- 
ing the sentencing of & murderer. John Kuhni had con- 
fessed that he killed William Christen, and explains why he 
did it. We borrow the words of the Democrat: ‘* Kuhni in 
his confession says Christen was the best friend he had in 
this country. These men at times would discuss biblical 
matters. Kuhni was a firm believer of everything found in 
the Bible; Christen, it seems, was not—that is, according to 
.Kuhni's statement—and used to madden Kuhni by ridiculing 
sentences in the Oid Testament. lt was on the night of 
December 12th, after supper, that they sat down and played 
a game of cards together. Afterward, Kuhni read in his. 
Bible about David and his life as a king. Christen began to 
revile the Israelitish king and scoffed at certain of his 
actions, holding him up to ridicule &nd calling Kuhni & fool 
for believing any of ‘the nonsense,’ as he called it. Kuhni 
shut the book and went to bed. He reflected there upon 
Christen’s wickedness and grew frenzied in thinking over 
what a bad man William was. Christen then went to the 
bedroom and disrobed. After Christen was asleep John 
thought about his friend’s depravity, of his wicked actions, 
and thought his heart must indeed be black if he could per- 
mit himself to talk as he did about sacred matters. Finally 
he felt persuaded that he ought to kill Christen, and the 
more he thought of it the more convinced he was that such 
a wicked creature ought not to liv. So about 10 o'clock he 
crawled from the back part of the bed, where he was sleep- 
ing, over his partner and out into the room where the stove 
was. Here he seized a stick of wood with a heavy, sharp 
knot on one end and returned to the bedroom. From the 
light of the stars shining through the windows he could 
plainly distinguish the face of his comrade lying on the pil- 
low. He raised the bludgeon deliberately and without hesi- 
tation brought it with terrific force down upon the forehead 
of Christen. The latter was awakened and sprang up with a 
cry of pain and anger. He attempted to defend himself, but 
the weapon came down a second time upon his skull and he 
dropped back. A third blow felled him to the floor, where 
several more put an end to his earthly existence." Given an 
ignorant man with a superstitious nature, thorough belief in 
the Bible, and the result is not hard to determin. 

22 


Tue lecture before the Manhattan Liberal Club next Fri. 
day evening will be by Mr. Albert Stickney, on ‘‘ The 


Growth of Democracy.” 
—999—99———————— 


The Best Description of the Bruno Statue Ceremonies. 
From the National Rerormer. 

The TRUTH SEEKER Annvar, the American Freethinkers’ 
almanac, for 1890, amongst many interesting papers, has 
one by T. B. Wakeman on the inauguration of the Bruno 
statue, the most, complete notice of tbat ceremony we hav 
yetread in English Mr. E. M. Macdonald has a quaintly 
written article on his ‘‘ Search for & Spirit.” 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


GREEN CENTER, IND., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I hav tried to get a subscriber, but cannot 
doit. Yours for the pictures, long life, and success, 
W. D. Bonar. 


Ipaxo Sprinas, CoL., Feb. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Evitor: Inclosed please find $3 for a new subscriber. 
We all vote for the pictures every time. J. R. RIOSARDS. 


BgrLows Fars, Vr., Feb. 17, 1890 
Mx. Epiror: I am in favor of the pictures. They are an 
improvement to the paper. N. Monxos. 


Bozeman, Monr., Jan. 10, 290. - 
Mz. Eprror: You will find inclosed $6 for my renewal 
and one new subscriber; two votes for the cartoons. 
Q. W. DRAKE 


SrRonenunsr, ILL., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I shall continue to take Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
whether the pictures are continued or not. 
WESLEY MILLIKEN. 


Noziriry, TEx., Feb. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: This is the eleventh year I hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Iam still well pleased with jt, pictures and 
all. Yours for freedom, Dan May. 


SALEM, ILL., Feb. 17, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I am strongly in favor of the pictures in the 
good old TRUTH SEEKER. I would feel very sorry to hav 
them discontinued. 8. 8. 8. 


ATLANTA, ILL., Feb. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epitror: I hav been a subscriber to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER since it first started at Paris, Il., and I say good- 
speed, and keep up the illustrations. B. F. Garpyer. 


Wamo, Ors., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I want you to place my name on the roll 
again, sending your paper with the pictures. We cannot do 
without it. T. J. DRIFER. 


Grass VALLEY, CaL., Feb. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3.75—$3 for the good 
old TRUTH SEEKER, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, the 
balance to go for the pictures. Tuos. N. Parm. 


Norra YAMmBILL, ORB., Feb. 15, 290. 
Mz. Eprron: If you will seud me some sample copies I 
will try and make good use of them, as I shall take the field 
again about April 1st. I vote for the pictures. 
Fraternally yours, Gro. H. Dawes. 


Vrrainius, Cor., Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I inclose $80 for books named and a new 
subscriber. Iam a subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER, and 
am highly pleased with the paper. The pictures are simply 
immense. WirnLiAM J. LAUR. 


ManrINSBURG, W. Va., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I inclose you $2, $1 of which is contributed 
by Mr. Herman Bohda to continue the pictures by Heston, 


and $1 of which I desire to contribute for propaganda pur.: 


poses. Yours faithfully, Louis Worrzs. 


3 Detroit, Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Please find inclosed $4—$3 for my TRUTH 
SEEKER, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and the balance 
for the pictures of both kinds. And I do not care—if you 
can afford it, put one in the center of the paper as well as at 
the first and last page. Davin FLEMING. 


Kuveston, Mo., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Superstition rules here. We hav some that 
are partly Freethinkers, but few that can talk their mind 
without fear. In regard to pictures, I vote for their contin- 
uance, though as yet Ican get no new subscriber. I bope 
be able to by and by. W. A. Corvin. 


Eppyvittz, ORE., Jan. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I think the pictures are immense. I want 
my part of the business continued. I will get you a sub- 
scriber soon or I will send you more than my subscription 
to continue the work by Mr. Heston. We are doing a good 
work here in my neighborhood for mental liberty. 
Respectfully, Z. 8. DERRIOK. 


MirwAUKEE, Onz., Jan. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: At first I did not like the pictures in your 
paper, and am not over-infatuated over all of them yet. But 
we hav kindergartens for childrea; why not hav object- 
lessons for our orthodox infants? With wishes for your 
success, I remain, 
- A fellow-worker for those who despise us, 
Mauritz B. LIDEN. 


RanDorPH, Mo., Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I regret that I hav not been able to get anew 
subscriber. I hav the promis of two. I think by showing 


them a few more illustrations in Taz TRUTH SEEKER they. 


will become converted. Next month I will send you some 
money for the ANNUALS, some tracts, books, and to continue 
the pictures. : W. A. HATHAWAY. 


BRUMMARD, Minn., Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Find inclosed $1. Mail me Ingersoll’s prose 
poeni, ‘‘ Life,” on board, gilt edges. The other fifty cents 
goes to help defray the picture expenses. Keep the pictures 
up if possible, for they are the cream of the paper. It would 
be a serious drawback to discontinue the pictures now. The 


orthodox people would laugh at us and claim the Lord had 
a hand init. Every lover of liberty should see to it that our 
cause makes no backward stride. W. A. Donn. 


Gray, Kx., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Find inclosed $5.50— $6 to renew my sub- 
scription and for one new subscriber, and fifty cents for 
ANNUALS for 1889 and 1890. I had the Annuar for 1889, but 
it got away from me in some way, and I do not want to break 
my file of the ANNUALS. Please count my vote first, last, and 
all the time for the pictures. W. R. Barron. 


ANGOLA, Ind., Feb. 19, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I am old and very deaf, and read very much, 
and wish to read Tue TRUTH BEEKER while I am able to 
read. I hav much coming to me financially for past services, 
but am a poor collector, therefore am poorin purse. I would 
like to send something to the picture fund, but can at present 
send nothing more than my approval of the pictures. 
Yours for truth always, Dr. J. H. Moore. 


Grason, Ga., Feb. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I inclose $5—$3 to pay for subscription, $1 
to pay for the continuation of the cartoons, and the other 
$1 for as many copies of ‘‘ Try-Square” as you can spare 
for the money. I hav been a close reader of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for the last two years, and the more I read it the 
better I like it. I hav not yet been able to get any new sub- 

scribers to your valuable paper. BEABORN KITOBENS. 


Irwin, Ia., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. EnprroR: I hope to get a subscriber or two to join me. 
We like the pictures well. To be sure, we must expect crit- 
icism of them, as we must expect it of all other methods of 
communicating ideas. Ingersoll has not escaped—that great 
word-painter—nor John Peck. I hava very great regard 
for Mr. Parton, and think when your readers hear from him 

again they will find that they hav misunderstood him. 
Yours, J. K. P. BAKER. 


BRIDGEPORT, CAL., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav been trying to get you a few new sub- 
scribers, but as yet hav failed. I hava half-way promis of 
one, and shall try again before sending this off. I am for 
the cartoons first, last, and all the time. I hav never yet 
shown them to anyone that was displeased with them. I 
only wish I could help finsncially to keep them up. 
Believe me ever yours for truth, D. M. WALTERS. 


Porrsmouts, O., Feb. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog : During my sojourn, if such it can be called, 
in the Sunny South, I never got to see a copy of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. My return again brings me in contact with its 
brilliant columns, a portion of which I find taken up with 
opinions of Heston's cuts. In regard to these I can say they 
are doing & wonderful good. It cannot be estimated. His 
work is marvelous, is wonderful. Long may he continue on 

top of the earth. WILL S. ANDRES. 


Bnipronp, PA., Feb. 20, 290. 
Mz. Enrro&: Your readers in this section think the pict- 
ures speak volumes and help to show up religious supersti- 
tion in its true light. If supposed holy acts and sayings can 
not bear illustrating. because they are so ridiculous, I think 
it is à good way to get them out of the world. I am very 
much interested in what our thinkers hav to say in regard to 
the constructiv and progressiv side of Freethought. I wish 
every man, woman, and child could read what Colonel 
Ingersoll said about it, and contrast it with what theology 

has given us. C. J. Curtis. 


Moscow, Ina., Feb. 2, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: The pictures will suit the majority, and if 
you should take them out you would lose subscribers. Such 
pictures as the one with the inscription, ** Jerk a cheap soul 
out of purgatory,” take well with the Protestants, and also 
giv them a hint of the fiendishness of their own hell. I can 
usually giv away what TRUTH Szexers I hav, for all the 
pictures. Some of my Christian friends are anxious to see 
THE TRUTH SEEKER every time it comes, just for the pictures 
alone, while there are others—few, though—who object on 

account of the outlandish pictures, as they call them. 
Yours for the pictures, A. L. MoFARLANE. 


Morven, N. C., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I am the only Freethinker in this commu- 
nity that is not afraid to say so. I know a few people that 
think as I co, but if they were to say so it would ruin their 
business. I hear some old fanatic abuse Thomas Paine and 
R. G. Ingersoll every day or two, but they never heard of 
any other Freethinking writers, and when I ask them, did 
they ever read Paine’s “Age of Reason,” they say no, and 
also acknowledge that they never read any of Mr. Ingersoll's 
lectures. By all means keep Mr. Heston at work. I send 
you $1 for the cartoons, and wish I was able to make it 

$100. Yours, Henry R. TEAL. 


Des Mornzs, Ia., Feb. 12, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I am sixty-four to-day, and still I find fools, 
kickers, etc. There are many of them, but I find fewer fools 
in the Freethinkers’ ranks than in any other body on earth. 
The sky-pilots and Salvation Army object to the cartoons 
because they are robbing them of bread and butter and the 
poor lazy devils will hav to work. But pretended 
Agnostics kicking is something I cannot account for, un- 
less they are still tadpoles and hav not shed their hind 
appendage. They had better fall in with the Salvation 
Army, when they can kick to their hearts’ content. The 
Heston cartoons hay put more people searching the Bible 
than all of the sky-pilots, periodicals, saints, and Salvation- 
ists combined in the last two years. 


' Capr. T. J. KENNEDY. 


ANAHEIM, CaL., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: We, as truth seekers, find so many solid 
facts that, we really need some light romance to season the 
unpalatable truths by which theology has surrounded us. I 
think the obscenities and absurdities that are called sacred 
cannot find a better interpreter than Watson Heston. To- 
night as I write two young men are looking over a file of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and by the remarks they make, I feel 
certain they will not accept as sacred the tales told in the 
Bible. The pictures are doing what all the preachers of all 
the sects fail to do; that is, to make those that look at them 

open the Holy Queer and read for themselvs. 
LEONARD & K. PARKER. 


` QANANOQUE, ONT., Feb. 22, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: A word about the pictures. I am decidedly 
in favor of the cartoons on the first page, and decidedly op- 
posed to the comic pictures on the last page, as I believe they 
lower thetoneof the paper. It matters little what the Chris- 
tians think of them. I am a great admirer of humorous 
caricatures when a decided hit is made, but those hits are 
few and far between, even in our leading comic papers. 
When our talented artist receives an *' inspiration ” (do not 
a!l the best jokes come by chance?) then let us hav it. 
Whenever we get a really good first-page cartoon I paste it 

up in 8 conspicuous place so that the young may see it. 
Henry SMITH. 


WionitA Farts, Tex., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I was waiting to get a new subscriber on ac- 
count of the cartoons. I hope to be able to'do so soon, and 
I also hope the pictures will be continued. I think their in- 
fluence with the young will be very great, and all through 
life, when they hear the Bible held up for their veneration, 
Heston’s pictures will pass before their mental vision with 
irresistible effect. Our hope is in the rising generation 
rather than in changing those who hav grown up under 
bondage to superstition. Thanking you for your efforts in 
making so good a paper as the grand old TRUTH SEEKER is, 

I remain, Yours for freedom from all bonds, 
ANNIE E. CUMMINGS. 


Sarem, O., Feb. 20, 290. 
Mr. EprroR: As a voter I go strongly for the pictures. I 
think them attractiv, instructiv, and interesting; and also 
necessary, to be up with these progressiv times. I suppose 
they are repellant to the rigid righteous, the rigid wise, and 
such, for some very excellent folks are so unreasonable as to 
be fooled—even with that irrational delusion called Prohibi- 
tion. To my mind some are 80 rigidly nice as to be uncon- 
sciously a little dictatorial. Bacon says, ‘‘ Speaking makes 
8 ready man, writing an exact man, and reading & full man." 
Iam sure Heston must be all of these, a ready, exact, and 
complete man, to produce the many elaborate pictures you 

furnish us. Joon MoDona.p. 


Prarie Crrx, Ia., Feb. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10.25 for my own sub- 
scription and four new ones. I want the ANNUAL, and I 
want to vote five solid, positiv, emphatic, and unequivocal 
votes for Heston’s pictures. They are ‘‘ cute,” humorous, 
and instructiv. We need them in our business. I will giv 
$10 for a book containing every cartoon up to date of issue, 
one picture to the page, on good paper, and with proper ex- 
planations. I would go forth among the benighted, and 
endeavor to show them that there was a ridiculous side to 
their imaginary heavens, hells, devils, and Gods. Who is 
James Parton? And on what kind of meat doth our giant 
feed that he must wantonly and meanly insult every Liberal 
in the land who chances to differ with his lordship in regard 
to Heston’s cartoons? ‘This is Liberalism with a very small 
l, and the less we hav of such brutal charges the better for 
our cause. Ira E. DRAPER. 
Grannd Rapips, Miou., Feb. 16, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: It seems to be a sort of conference, or an ex- 
perience meeting, as we used to call it—and when I think of 
the twaddle we would say about the grace (just as well if 
we said grease) and goodness and mercy of God, and of our 
hopes of a reward if we held on to the end, it makes me 
tired. Iam ashamed of it, but I plead I knew no better. I 
saw Tue TRUTH ÑEEKER 88 it was lying ona table where I 
happened to be, and the pictures incited me to ask to read 
the paper, and very soon after I had my own paper, and hav 
missed it but one week since. It was rulable to tell in times 
past how we had our orthodox eyes opened, and now I giv 
vote to Heston’s pictures for a wider opener. I shall keep on 
taking the grand paper, pictures or no pictures, and hav no 
worry about the shocks to those I mail and loan the papers 
to. John Peck and I stand about the same on that. 
H. C. Mann. 


CoNNoQUENESSING, Pa., Feb. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: You will please fill bill and find in the in- 
closed letter $5 for the same. I want the literature for mis- 
sionary work, as I “ go it out here on my own hook." That 
is why I want the extra volume, with the ‘‘ Try-Square "— 
to scatter abroad and to help the good cause along. There 
are many here that want God and Jesus Christ in the na- 
tional Constitution, and some hav not been here long enough 
to get the brogue off their tongue. I should say, let Ameri- 
cans rule America and all those that do not like our Consti- 
tution may honor the country with their absence. Giv us 
the flag above the cross. As regards the pictures, I should 
say there is nothing wrong in making sportiv jests of the 
ridiculous. The picture that made the greatest impression 
on my mind was the historical Judah in Genesis xxxvili. I 
read it in my seventeenth year of age. It is not much won- 
der that my parents forbid their children from reading the 

Holy Queer alone. A. CUTHBERT. 
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The picture weighing Senator Blair in the balance and com- | Taura BEEKER and Independent Pulpit out as long as I can, 


FrronviLLE, O., Feb. 12, 1890. 

Mz. EDITOR : I am in hopes of getting two new subscribers. 
If there are those, in the different sections of the country, 
that feel competent to giv a Liberal discourse at funerals, it 
would be well for them to advertise in Taz TRUTH BEEKER. 
Then we Infidels will not feel so afraid to die. We in this 
section could gend to Cleveland, Columbus, or Toledo, and 
feel quite indépendent of priests in general. As long as it is 
the fashion for funerals, we should hav & chance to hav one 
of our own kind. 

Another suggestion is: If anyone knows of any opening of 
any kind, let them tell it through THE TRUTH SEEKER. One 
hardly knows how hard it is for an openly avowed Infidel to 
get a position unless he has tried it. I know a young man 
of high attainments that could not get a school in this coun- 
try on account of his heretical views. Let us learn to help 
each other. I wish to say there is a chance in this town for 
a physician. Tux TRUTH BERKER just suits me, pictures and 
all. Mrs. Mary Martin. 


AUBURN, IND., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav got one new subscriber on account of 
the illustrations, and you will find inclosed $7.50 for his sub- 
scription and the renewal of mine and a friend's, and we all 
three enter our votes for the continuance of the illustrations. 
My Trot SEEKER lies on the center-table in our sitting- 
room with the other papers, and is not removed even if a 
preacher comes in, and I find that some very pious Chris- 
tians are attracted by the pictures and will take a file of the 
papers and look them all over, and I do not see that it has 
done any of them any harm. The illustrations are what we 
want. They can be read at a glance, where it would take 
hours to read in print. And they only illustrate the Bible as 
it reads, and we do not see why anyone should object to 
them. We hav many Liberals here, but it is hard to „get 
them to take a Liberal paper. I will try and get you one or 

two new subscribers in order to keep up the illustrations. 

. Truly yours, W. H. RAKESTRAW. 
P.8.—8ince writing the above I hav found another sub- 
scriber for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, for whom you will find 

draft inclosed. W. H. R. 


1 QRANTFORK, ILL., Feb. 17, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. John E. Remsburg has been at High- 
land, Ill., giving Freethought lectures on the nights of the 
11th, 12th, 18th, and 14th, and the Turners’ hall got fuller 
each succeeding night after the flrst one, although the first 
night he had a fair audience of the most prominent and in- 
telligent people of Highland. The last night he had a dis- 
cussion with a sky-pilot by the name of Vulliet, who could 
not hold a candle to Mr. Remsburg’s arguments, although 
we must giv Mr. Vulliet credit for having the courage to 
meet Mr. Hemsburg and defend his belief, that has no foun- 
dation or argument to help him along. It was, in fact, a 
one-sided concern. The lectures of Mr. J. E. Remsburg 
are a decided success. He is a cool, deliberate speaker, and 
strikes right from the shoulder, and can prove all of his 
arguments and points, which knocks. We must and will 
hav him here again next fall. He has done well and taken 
well in Highland, and will draw a large house every time. 
He has taken the wool off the eyes of a good many people 
there, and it is now altogether the topic of the day. Mr. 
Remsburg has clearly proved that there is not and cannot 
be a Christian on the face of the earth; not even Jesus 
Christ was a Christian, or could be one. I think by next fall 
we will hav a strong local Secular Union at Highland. The 
cause is booming there. My vote is for the pictures. 

Yours truly, ANTON J. KRAFT. 


Or» DuQuorn, ILL., Feb. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Having from its beginning been a sub- 
scriber and reader of your paper, not having missed a num- 
ber or failed to attentivly read every article therein, I per- 
haps may be allowed to claim a pretty thorough acquaint- 
ance with its contents and appreciation of its merits. Fora 
long time I read my paper and then loaned it to such as 
would be likely to read it, but as it was not always returned, 
and I valued it too highly to consent to its loss, I quit lend- 
ing and hav for the past ten years taken an extra copy for 
. free distribution. My practice is to hand it to such of my 
Christian acquaintances as will promis to read it, and to send 
jt by mail to others who I hav reason to believe possess 
sufficient curiosity and fairness to prompt them to peruse it, 
feeling confident that its unanswerable arguments will favor- 
ably impress if not convince them of the correctness of its 
principles. As to the pictures, I vote unhesitatingly for 
their continuance. To drop them now would be to rob the 
paper of much of its influence and interest with its patrons, 
and would not render it popular with its orthodox enemies. 
I always call the attention of my Christian friends to the 
pictures, and take special pains to explain and enforce their 
fitness and merits, and although at first sight they seem to 
be greatly shocked and offended at ‘‘ the horrid pictures,” 
yet but very little argument is requisit to convince them that 
they are correct object-lessons of the text they are intended 
to illustrate, and they are forced to admit that their ** hor- 
ridness" consists in the faithfulness with which they deline- 

ate the original they are designed to represent. 

Truly 29m CHARLES ZEIGLER. 

GREENWIOH Vaor, Mass., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5, for which you will please send 
the TRUTH ÑEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, and the ‘‘ Agnostic 
Annual" for 1890, ** Maria Monk," and ‘The Mother of 
Harlots ;" and send one copy of the last issue of Taz TRUTH 
BaExER to the herein-named persons; and the balance use 
toward paying for the pictures, which I think must doa 
great deal of good by directing attention to the wickedness 
and absurdity of the teaching of the (Bible in many cases. 


paring him with the traitor Arnold it seems to me must open 
the eyes of many to see that Blair is just as really a traitor to 
their government as Arnold ever was. Apparently the 
religious fanatics see that priestcraft is losing its hold upon 
the people and they are making greater effort than ever be- 
fore to get control of the government so that they can force 
the people to acknowledge their imaginary God, whom they 
tell us is love, but to whom they ascribe qualities more 
fiendish than to the devil himself. These fanatics and hypo- 
crits talk about Bible morals, Christian temperance, Chris- 
tian science, andsuch. Nonsense! Christianity is opposed 
to and contrary to science, and afraid of gcience. And for 
Bible and Christian temperance, look your Bibles through 
carefully and candidly and see what is taught there, and 
look at the examples of Christians and see if they are safe 
ones to follow. And in regard to Bible or Christian morals 
it is just as bad. It cannot be the Golden Rule, for that is 
much older than Christianity itself, and as often practiced 
by unbelievers, so that I am at à loss to know what Chris- 
tian morality is unless it is to love the cruel and revengeful 
God of theology better than the Good and True, and to im- 
itate him in his cruelty. C. M. P. 


MonuwzN, ORE., Jan. 4, 290. 

Mr. ÉprroR: Your invitation to giv opinions about our 
pictures I accept. The average human being will look at 
pictures and his brain is impressed with the idea sooner 
than it would be by words conveying the same meaning. 
Now, all Christians are human, and would look at pictures, 
yet could not find time to read about them, and the pictures 
will get them thinking sooner than Infidel writing. And the 
way to bring them to their notice is for the Secular Union 
to induce women or men to come out where the people are 
few and far apart—some families nine miles distant in the 
same settlement—yes, and come to stay, where they could 
teach in the family circle what the people need, and what 
they would accept from any friendly teacher. It costs these 
people more to go to hear a lecture than it does to keep a 
teacher for a week. Again, a lecture once a year does very 
little good, if any. But making weekly calls would giv op- 
portunity to answer questions, and the people would be in- 
structed. . 

A picture incident in my life: About twenty years ago I 
saw in Harpers Weekly the picture of the Russian bear in 
chains and the British lion with his tail up and his mouth 
wide open standing guard. Underneath were these words: 
“ Not loose yet.” The next week in Frank Lesli?s was the 
same picture, with another in which the bear was loose and 
the British lion, with his tail between his legs, was crawling 
into a hole in the rocks. What made me mad? The pict- 
ure? No, but the truth it conveyed to my mind. But after- 
ward I felt ashamed of my littleness, having no feeling for 
the Russian people, only, like Christians, all self and one- 
sided. Icould tell you much about people and pictures. 
But I do say that a good lecture will interest and please the 
people, but Heston's pictures set them thinking. That is 
how Liberals are made. My income is $9 a year, with board 
and lodging. The money I spend for reading matter, and 
should the subscribers hav to pay that sum to keep THE 
TnurH SELKER afloat I am willing to pay the same, pictures 
included. Henry BunsTOW. 


Bnooxrxs, N. Y., Dec. 15, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: Of the countless millions whom the sun 
daily shines on now, and no doubt has ever shone on, how 
few indeed hav ever seen him rise in the morning or looked 
him face to face at noon! Now, is this fair treatment of the 
old luminary? Well, perhaps it is; as he assumes this indif- 
ference to us he can expect no better treatment. He always 
assumes & perfect indifference to all matters transpiring on 
the surface of the globe. It is true in history they tell of 
strange happenings to the old luminary—of its face being 
darkened; of its turning to blood; of its going backward on 
the dial of Ahaz ten degrees; of its standing still for the 
space of a day at the command of Joshua! "These stories I 
am disinclined to believe; for with old King David Ithink 
that if all men are not liars, some would in our day make 
splendid newspaper reporters, or fill a pulpit. 

I was struck with the idea that through smoked glass his 
face would be toned down into a contemplativ condition. 
Well, here was the old orb still shining in its full majesty of 
indifference, stolidity, and inflexibility. And it was this 
provoki: g silence which detracted much from my expected 
enjoyment. Doubtless to millions in the past thou hast 
shone as now. Through the influence of thy light thousands 
of slaughtering battalions, nations, and armies hav met, and 
are now forgotten as of matters never having occurred. 
This with stolid indifference thou must hav beheld. But 
stop; has it not been through thy influence also the artist, 
the painter, the sculptor, the artisan, is enabled to rise to 
eminence; and also by thy light and twilight shadings hav 
there not been committed the greatest of villainies and cruel- 
ties ? ` 

I had seen enough. My contemplations took another 
direction and I soon threw aside the smoked glass, little 
thinking the direction in which my mind was drifting. Mo- 
tion I concluded was universal. Also were light and dark- 
ness, and it is the extremes of these latter two that become 
offensiv, and I thought and thought and thought and I cried 
aloud in my bewilderment, O Moses! D. B. 


DANVILLE, IND., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith find $3 to pay for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER to a new subscriber. I think I will be able to get 
another before long. Please send a sample copy or two to 
the friend’s address inclosed. If you hav one left with the 
Blair bill in it, please send him that. Iam doing all I can, 
but, as usual, am working under disadvantage. I keep Taz 


"nowhere else. 
intelligent person, because just as quick as they are taught . 


and hope ere long good fruit may be borne from it. I wish 
you would please tell me whether or not you hav the 
ANNUAL copies to spare from the first issue to the last, both 
inclusiv. I want them very much. Iam decidedly in favor 
of the illustrations, and will endeavor to giv some reasons 
which appear to me to be valid in support of my preference. 
This is a fast-going age, and America in particular is a fast- 
going country. The people of America and some other por- 
tions of the globe hav arrived at that stage of mental activ- 
ity that enables them to grasp at a glance more, and with 
greater accuracy, than the people of a century ago did ina 
day’s study. The results, or one of. the results, of civilized 
progress is, that people nowadays hav to accomplish a far 
greater amount of work, both mental and physical, in the 
same given time than their immediate ancestors did. There- 
fore it is but natural that, along with this increased indus- 
trial and mental activity, must come means adapted to secure 
the end. The telephone, the telegraph, and the type-writer 
make it possible to do an amount of transmission of ideas, 
thoughts, correspondence, etc., in a length of time the very 
thought of which would take the senses ‘‘clean out o’ the 
ancients.” We can see how aptly the illustrator of to-day 
becomes a most available means, in the hands of a publisher, 
to accomplish an end, that end being the transmission of 
whole pages of printed ideas, descriptions, and explanations, 
in a very small space, in a very forcible and impressiv man- 
ner. An ordinary person, whose literary pursuits are neces- 
sarily limited, can glean a large proportion of the subject. 
matter contained in almost any periodical, or even in the 
great dailies which one cannot avoid coming in contact with, 
by simply looking at the illustrations. Now, if these things 
be true, and the age of illustrations be upon us, should the 
publications of progress and reform be lagging? A thou- 
sand times no. It would seem to be more appropriate that 
they should lead the van. Is it not better that Taz Trot 
SEEKER illustrate so that it may be productiv of a greater 
amount of good than without the illustrations? Thus the 
class of people we most desire to reach and reform can be 
reached without effort, and compelled through the ‘ bump” 
of curiosity to read in pictures that which they could not be 
induced to read in print. F. E. STURGIS. 


Sr. CATHARINES, ONT., Feb. 19, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: It is a true saying that a wise man conceals 
his ignorance. I would say to Mr. J. N. Brown, of Brons- 
ton, Ky.: I see in your letter of January 1st that you hav 
made several strong assertions but given no proof to sustain 
them. You say you “believe it to be a matter of fact that 
there is not a sensible man or woman on earth but is perfectly 
willing to believe that there is a personal God somewhere 


that hears the prayers of man and can grant or reject them." | 


To this I say emphatically, no, sir; there is not an intelligent 
person on this earth that is willing to believe any such thing. 
But it is just the reverse; because I know many rational 
men and women (and believe there are maillions) whose 
minds are free from invisible and visionary phantoms; who 
do not believe that there is a personal or spiritual God nor a 
Holy Ghost, nor winged angels nor a horned or cloven-footed 
devil, nor dragons or witches, and they not only do not be: 
lieve, but are positiv beyond the possibility of doubt, that 
prayer to a Bible God has never been answered, for the sim- 
ple and very rational reason that they never hav seen the 
least fact to sustain such a belief. Again you say, ** Whether 
they are willing or not, if sufficient evidence of the above 
alleged fact is produced it will force conviction;” but you 
hav not produced one fact, therefore it again proves just the 
reverse. Lastly you say you '' would like to see in Tux 
TEUTH SEEKER frequent calls made on T. De Witt Talmage 
and others, for the absolute proof that there is a God that 
can and does answer praye This is really astounding, that 
you want calls made on such an irrational and fanatical ranter 
as Talmage is, and others like him, to prove such a futil 
and false assertion. Now, Mr. Brown, if you are candid you 
must admit that you never hav seen the Bible God or any 
other god, nor ever known a prayer that has been answered 
by the God in question. Then why do you harp such igno- 
rant, traditional nonsense? You hav said you believe it to be 
a fact, etc., that there is a personal God somewhere; but, 
alas! you and your ‘‘ sensible believers" do not know where. 
Well, I can truly tell you and them exactly where your and 
their God is, and just what your and their God is, for it is 
just as visible to my mind as the eun ‘is in a cloudless sky at 
noonday that the Bible God or Gods, ghosts, angels, devils, 
witches, and all their terrible hosts that are so much harped 
on by Bible believers are nothing more nor less than vision- 
ary, fairy phantoms found only in the minds of ignorant peo- 
ple, and there only hav they their orgies and revelries and 
This must be obvious to every rational and 


or learn that they and all other substances are composed of 
the existing elements of this world, and during their animate 
or inanimate existence, like other matter, from dust to the 
huge mountains, organic, inorganic, material, srial and 
all phenomena, whirlwinds, lightning, floods, epidemics, 
volcanoes, tornadoes, and earthquakes, are all subject to and 
governed by the inflexible and invariable laws of this world, 

and this only; that those sublime, gigantic, and brilliant 


orbs that are eternally whirling through endless space with. 
inconceivable velocity, are all subject to and controled by” 


the immutable and universal existing laws of nature, then all 
those Visionary, fairy Bible phantoms will vanish from their 
minds and will then be invisible and nowhere. Then they 
will see, with delight, everything in this world just as it is; 
and if they do what is right to every person and animal their 
heaven will be here, and they will be happy and ever enjoy 
with exquisit delight the glorious light of Rationalism. In- 
closed you will find $1 to continue the pictures. 
A. Moor. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Betwoen the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes 8 pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Work and Win. 


The sweetest cherries, mind you, lad, 
Grow highest on the tree ; 

And would you win the fairest fruit, 
One thing I'll say to thee: 

It falls not at the clicking gay 
Of an idler's pelf— 

You'll hav to climb the rugged tree, 

. And gather for yourself. 


"Tis vain to wait the fruit to fall, 

Or pelt the tree with stones— 
- You'll hav to struggle bravely up, 

And risk some broken bones ; 

You'll only waste your time below, 
And got indifferent pay— 

If you would reach the ripest fruit, 
Just throw your fears away. 


"Tis 80 with everything in life 
That’s worth the owning, lad— 
With learning, wealth, and character— 
The best, the good and great hav had: 
They come not at the nod or hest 
Of any idle hand— 
*Tis only those who bravely toil 
May hav them at command. 


If, then, you want the ripest fruit, 
Just labor till you win ; 

But mind thee, boy, while up you climb, 
Keep heart and hand from sin; 

The best and grandest guerdon, lad, 
If bought with wicked wage, 

No peace and comfort yields at last, 
But cuises on your age. 


ee 


Mr. Reynard. 


Mr. Reynard was a fox, and some people 
thought it great fun to chase him because he 
was very sly and smart. Somebody was not 
smart enough to keep the henhouse tight 
nights, so he thought it was all right to slip 
in and carry off a chicken. The dogs got on 
his track and followed him to the cellar drain 
of an empty house where he had hid. There 
half a dozen men, boys, and dogs, and a cage 
of ferrets worked with teeth and claws and 
shovels, picks, sticks, and crowbars to dis- 
lodge him, but all in vain. Mr. Reynard 
could not be got at by anything but the little 
ferrets, and he bit their eyes out as fast as 
they came. Ño a trap was set for him, and 
as the earth was frozen 80 hard he could not 
dig round it, he got caught by the hind foot 
when he came out one night; and he hada 
strap fastened round his neck and was given 
quarters in the mealchest, where he makes 
himself quite at home. It is much better fun 
to see bim alive and doing well than trying to 
kill him is. There is a great deal of the sav- 
age in men yet, or they would not think it 
such sport to hunt and hurt poor little 
animals. Joan P. Gvirp. 

Tyngsboro, Mass. d 

— 


Early Steel Pens. 


The earliest notice of steel pens that I hav 
met is by Wordsworth. In 1806 he:nd his 
family were occupying the house &t Colerton 
during the absence of Sir George and Lady 
Beaumont, and in the month of December 
the poet wrote to the latter what he calls 
* the longest letter I ever wrote in my life," 
and with reason, as it fills eighteen pages. 
He begins: ‘‘My Dear Lady Beaumont: 
There's penmanship for you! I shall not be 
able to keep it up to the end in this style, 
notwithstanding I hav the advantage of writ- 
ing with one of your steel pens, with which 
Miss Hutchinson has just furnished me.” 

The next mention that I hav noted is by 
Dr. Kitchiner in 1824; when speaking of a 
friend above sixty he says: ‘* This strain of 
the eye and occasion for spectacles of a high 
magnifying power is particularly found in 
mending pens, so that he has a sufficient 
number of pens to prevent the necessity of 
mending any of them until he has finished 
writing.” 

To this there is appended a note: '* To 
those who find the mending of pens rather a 
difficult job, I recommend the occasional use 
of a steel pen, especially when they wish to 
write very small and neatly.” The steel pen 
seems to hav been still a rarity at that time, 
and my own schoolboy experience tends to 
show that it was. From about 1824 to 1834 
Y do not remember the use of steel pens in 
school, and in the earlier years, 1825 to 1830, 
I hav a distinct recollection of our using 
quills, 


Correspondence. 


Cni0aGo, ILL., Feb. 12, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My papa showed me 
letters in Taz TRUTH SEEKER written by little 
girls to you, and I thought I would write one 
too. I am seven years old, and I hav two 
brothers. One is nine years old and one is 
six. I hav been going to school for a year, 
and I hav been put in second grade. We 
traveled all over the United States with papa 
for two years, and then we went to Europe 
last year. I like to look at the pictures in 
your paper so much. My papa and mamma 
are Spiritualists, but they read your paper 
every week. Santa Claus brought me a doll 
like Lord Fauntleroy, and a girl doll anda 
trunk full of clothes for them, and lots of 
other things. I think this is a long letter. 

Your little friend, ETHEL BIDDISON. 

Sr. Erwo, Tenn., Feb. 9, 1890. 

Miss S. H. Wrxon: I thank you kindly for 
theletter you wrote me. I did not expect 
any. Also for the kind words concerning 
my album verses. I will send one more for 
the interest and amusement of the young 
folks. 

Of beautiful thoughts and beautiful things, 
From the laugh of a child to butterflies’ wings ; 
From the flower that blooms to the bird that 
There is ‘hothing 80 beautiful in age or youth 
As the fragrance of friendship, the balm of truth. 
L. B. Goopwin. 
ST. ELMO. 

St. Elmo is & suburb of Chattanooga. It 
lies at the foot of Lookout mountain, and is 
climbing up the side of the mountain. The 
Incline railroad commences there and reaches 
the Point Hotel, three.quarters of a mile 
above. There a narrow-gage railroad takes 
people to the top of the mountain. A stan- 
dard railroad runs from Chattanooga to the 
top of the mountain. After reaching the 
foot of the mountain it runs on a gradual rise 
four miles, then takes a switch-back and 
reaches the top in another three miles, directly 
above the point of ascent. L. L. G. 


WHEELING, W. Va., Feb. 18, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. Papa takes Tux TRUTH 
SzEKER. and I like to read the letters in the 
Children's Corner every week. We hav taken 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER for years back. 

We celebrated Thomas Paine's birthday by 
giving à small entertainment, having a good 
program of singing, speaking, essays, and 
poems by the Secular Union. 

I hav four sisters and two brothers, and 
we do not go to Sunday-school—we do not 
believe in the doctrin they teach. We are 
morally good at home. I will be fourteen 
years old March 8th. 

I wish some of the girls and boys would 
write to me, as I would be very glad to hear 
from them. 

I hav a few house-plants. I like flowers. 
I like to read in books. I hav the ‘‘ Story 
Hour,” ‘‘Apples of God,” and several other 
good story-books. I cannot think of any- 
thing to say, and you must excuse my mis- 
takes. I wish the Corner success. Hoping 
to see this in print, I will close. From your 
loving young Freethinker, 

í FLORA ANDLINGER. 
RAINIER, Oger., Feb. 3, E.M. 290. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Dear Friend: It 
has been some time since I had a pen chat 
with you, and I felt just like it last evening 
after reading your sketches, ''A Visit to 
Philadelphia.” I was glad to see you note 
the injustice of not paying women equal 
wages with men for same labor performed in 
Wanamaker’s establishment, and even Uncle 
Sam did not escape. Thatisright. * Hew 
to the line, let the chips fall where they may." 
And, also, the light slap about tbe official 
steals, it did come in so cute. How we 
laughed at your fear of losing your nightgown 
and new waterproof! Iam glad you visited 
Sada Bailey and Horace Fowler and found 
them prospering. I hav read Sada’s “ Irene,” 
and I admire her courage in telling the world 
what she thinks, and am interested in them 
and their work. I wish I could go and take 
lessons in bread-making of them. We use 
graham altogether, but I hsv to put in 
** humping stuff,” as the old man called it, of 
some kind. 

The sketches were very interesting to me. 
We only got three of them. The papers were 
sent in by some friends, and of course I 
turned to the Children’s Corner first thing to 
see how my friends were prospering, and was 
glad to see that all were well. 

We hav lost our Children's Corner in the 
Investigator, and so soon after losing the dear 
old editor. It does not seem like the same 
paper any more. It’s like going to the old 
home with all the loved ones gone and 
sirangers occupying the house that we were 
born in. Although a stranger personally to 
Horace Beaver, through hie writings he had 
become beloved by all, from the gray-haired 
father down to the three-year-old baby girl 
that called him “My Hori Sevie.” And 
when we told her he was dead, she got up on 
8 stool and looked at his picture cut from the 
paper and pinned on the wall. She said, 
** No, he ain’t dead nevie (neither). See, his 
eyes are open!” I did not try to explain and 
make her understand. She will realize it all 
too soon. i 

We are living in tŁe little town of Rainier, 
situated on the west bank of the Columbia 
river, about half-way from Portland to 
Astoria. There are about two hundred inhab- 
itants. This is the second growth. The 


place was settled about fifty years ago and 
became quite a town, but that burnt and rot- 
ted down or was moved away, and now again 
it is beginning to put on the appearance of 
thrift and is being built up some. It extends 
about one and one-half miles up and down 
the river bank. The prospect now is that it 
will not die again, as the surrounding country 
is all being settled up fast, and small farms 
and homes, logging camps, and saw-mills are 
scattered all through the woods. We are here 
only for the winter, then we will go back to 
our home in the woods. We moved out so 
we could all be together, as father and Mr. G. 
are working here. $ 

You ought to hear the children shout, 
**Oh, see the sunshine!” as they dance up 
and down the walk. Thesun flashes through 
the drifts of clouds and plays peekaboo with 
us now and then. And I tell you, it’s a treat 
to see his smiling ccuntenance after days and 
weeks of deluge. We are having the highest 
water for years and still it keeps on raining. 
We are talking of building an ark, and if the 
flood proves universal we will put some sails 
on it and come around and take you in. It 
will not be such an old scow as Noah built. 
It will hav all the modern conveniences and 
good music will be in attendance.at all hours. 
There will be no such painful procession of 
two by two. I would not want to leave a good 
woman and take a bad man, or “ vice versa, 
and thesame,” as “ Josiah Allen's Wife” puts 
it. They say there's luck in odd numbers. I 
propose to take more women thau men, and 
then maybe we could hav things our way 
part of the town. I would be like the old 
lady back East. They had some family trou- 
ble, and she told the old man that ‘‘ this land 
was deeded to me and my heirs, and that 
means you, Jimmy [their son]. And George, 
your name wasn’t mentioned in it, but you 
can stay here ard hav a home as long as you 
behave yourself.” And she held the fort. 

Yesterday & company of us went up to see 
the new machinery being put in a sa w-mill. 
It came from Erie, Pa., and is an enormous 
affair—two engins, four boilers, a large cir- 
cular saw, pony saw, and a gang of forty-two 
saws one inch apart, which will cut timber 
about twenty inches wide up into inch-thick 
boards. I feel anxious to see the thing 
running. 

Tuesday, February 4th. The flood is ata 
standstill nearly, and not much rain. The 
sun.shines bright and warm, and there is a 

{ smile on Mother Nature’s face, and I feel like 
smiling back. Iam so glad to see pleasant 
weather again, I could go out and skip and 
run on the knoll with the lambs and enjoy it. 
I hav made my letter so long I fear I shall 
weary you. Drop me a line if you are too 
busy to write more—if only to let me know 
how you are prospering. Yours lovingly and 
hopefully, JENNIE V. GRAHAM. 

eor 
In Contact with Himself. 

‘ Pat, you must be an early riser. I al- 
ways find you at work the first thing in the 
morning.” 

** Indade, that Oi am sorr. 
trait Oi do be thinkin’.” 

“ Then your father is an early riser, too, 
eh?" 

‘ Me feyther, is it?  Faix and he roises 
that early that ef he'd go to bed a little later 
he'd mate himself gettin’ up in the momin’.” 

9 +e 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 


Gentleman (to poor little boy): '* Well, 
Johnny, did Santa Claus put anything in 
your stocking?” Boy: “ No, hedidn't; but 
Ihe would if it hadn't & been for one thing." 
Gentleman: ‘‘ What's that?” Boy (showing 
& bare foot through & big hole in his shoe): 
** That’s that.” 


** Whatever are you doing, hanging up both 
your stockings ?" asked a mother of her little 
girl. “One is enough; besides, you shouldn't 
be so greedy, my dear." ‘‘I ain't greedy,” 
was the philosophical reply. ‘‘ You must 
remember, ma, that I’m a twin.” 


It’s a family 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp.,, $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


r Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards. $1. 
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James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal- 
ifax, N. B. 


` OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapshoe st., Denver. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
E. A. Stevens, 558 West Madison st., Room 1, 
Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 803 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 56 S. Halstead st., 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk, 
LOUISIANA. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
3. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 46b. 
Chas. Sach, 1888. Division Bt., Grand Rapids. 
Jwan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Eaton & Smith, 1284 O st., Lincoln. 
NEW YORK. 
Orentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Cc., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
A. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ask, 120 Broadway, New York. 
M. B. Edinger, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. st, 
New York. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. i 
*. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
4. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Yan Epps & Co., 359 Superior st.. Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sydney. 
OREGON, 
3. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
9. F. Schade. 3,708 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNBSSEE, 
Wm. B. Fisher, 881 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick. Norse. 
H. 8. Kratz, 306 Houston st., Fort Worth. 
UTAH. 
Tames Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
‘ohn A. Jost, Ogden. 
Senry Booth, Stockton. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY., 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
Progressiv Pub. Co., 28 Stonecutter st., Lon- 
don, E. C. 
C. Btocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA, 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.S. W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 

A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


dd E. mec heii ee book, in hich univer. 
sal history is olled down” with surprisi 
skill.—[Literary World. prising 
., Xou turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocean. 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing, He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp., $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
Tu 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Chicago. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS ` 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


DELIVERED BEFORE TIIE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


Tho only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., : 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Wort", Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LvprA R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc >a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaug hts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


HOMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD, 
The Reason Why a Good. Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberalshould hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” ete. 


“It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. f 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to hi 


is noblest sentiments: never to hi l- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 7 mE 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 600. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘Hebrew 
Mythology,” ‘ The Oareer of Jesus Christ." 


The fool Rast sald in his heart, Thereis no God. 
Children and foola speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 


—[Pu. xiv, 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . - 


$1.00, 


YRY-SQUARE, Mesue 
3 opportunity. Gee. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


OB, 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For gale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME 8 REASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience, 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS, 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholiciam, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pare logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 

i Oloth, 12m0, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. . 
Containing 148 Propositions : 
Btriking 


With References to the most Plain and 
Self-Contradictions of the s0-ealle 
naspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Christian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIE 
History, Religion, Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


_Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Ohristians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Ameri- 
can Bookseller. 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
regs in all ages,—National Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.— Cincinnati Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: * The purest 
and gentlest spirit of all the pagan world.” Meri- 
vale saya: ‘Of all the line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: “The noblest soul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: ‘‘He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 

Extra Oloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Addr HE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
m 98 Lafayette Place. New Xork. 


for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


=, 4 For the benefit of our read- 
T | ers who preserve their papers 
Jd! we Offer a new styleof binder, 
made for the purpose, and 
with the heading of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER printed in 

oid letters on the outside. 


Address 


BINDER 


^ E 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parta, " mele 

ent by mail, postpaid, for €1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

tf 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘'Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. BOOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Cloth; 176 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette PI., New York. 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD., 
Price, 10 cents. 


SX This binder allows the open- | & 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory, 


NATURAL AND SOIENTIFIO METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post says: “This book actually 
shows us how to keep our memories in good work- 
ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


"s Lady's Book says: ** We giv our cordial 
approbation to this work. The information it 
contains is most important, and, we are fully con 
vinced, reliable." Price by mail; $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOCY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Carefully revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women ever 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2,by mail. Illus- 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Tbeir Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Ohildren of Finer Health and 
Greater Ability. 


Bx M. L. HorsBoox, M.D. 

The Sctentitc American says: '" This work is 
scientific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, aad 
particularly by the young.” $1. ~ 

EATING FOR STRENGTH; 
OB, 
Food AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORE. 


The New York Herald says: ‘Dr. Hoibrook's 
book is among the Very best of itg kind." 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the cost of the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address THE TRUTH ÑEERER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Obristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Oolorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents, 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Argument by R. €. Ing: rsolH 
IN THE 


TRIAL OF C. B. REYNOLBS 


FO 


“BLASPHEMY,” 


At Morristown, New Jersey: 
Stenographically Topo en and revised by the atn 
h 


Handsome 8vo, 86 pp. beautiful type, fine paper: 
Price, cloth, 60 cents: paper, 25 cents, or 

$2 per dozen. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 
` 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


The Agn»stio Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS, 
CONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality...... Samuel Laing 
Sonnet........... peines V JOBeph Ellis 
Who Was Moses ?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D. F.R.C.8 
The Comfort of Agnosticism..... . Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Oredible ?...Constance O, W. Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and. Theology, 

John Wilson; M.A. 
Above: A Poem............-.- ..+..W. Stewart Ross, 
The Evolution of the Agnostic Idea. 


s R. Bithell, B Bog Ph.D. 
The New Fatalism..............-. 5... B, Russell. 
Descartes’s Proof of the Existence of a God. ald. 


A Poem....... eR W. B. McTaggart. 
The Free Expression of Opinions..G. F. Underhill. 
Fragments................-- ee William Maccall. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


CONTAINING 

Rules, Practical Hints, and_ Historical 
gener. for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 
Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 

More Information for Less Money than has 

ever been Offered. 

ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 
For $50 worth of “ Cold Facts” boiled down in a 
Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


IRON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood.............. 
' Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin............ 4 =o 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin. s.e... 
12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay ou Miracles. David Hume.... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh.. 


sasses? D. 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh........... eee 5 


16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 6 
1" Lozic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts....cceceee 
28-Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake.............-. 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There à God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labors Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
4" Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5& 


MANNA SERIES, 
1 Original Manna for " God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
0 
5 


oer 


mM 
anonn nanan 


4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 2 
5.200 Questions Without Answers. ....... Mm 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ............... 
'! Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
OPK Ci ..... e cereis eae seceacivecsocesseecescace’ D 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 
11 New Life of Jacob.....-........... saascccasevees 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 
13 Spesimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 
14 Acts of the Aposiles: A Farce. A. H... 
15 Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradiaugh... 6 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and STO worth for $5. 


B. F. UNDERWG60D'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures, Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 60 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistie 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 


10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical, 20 cents. ; 


! 

Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four; 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunaxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In-' 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Marrres. Fully reported, 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 eenta._ i 


` 
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(o Glew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


* Christianity: Defectiv and Unnecessary,” 
by Kate Eunice Watts, is a small book in 
paper covers just issued from the office of 
Secular Thought, Toronto. The first chapter 
answers the question, ‘‘ Why is Christianity 
believed?” The second chapter is entitled, 
“Our Father which art in Heaven,” and 
when through with it the author has left God 
but a shred of a character. The preposter- 
ousness and immoral effect of the doctrin of 
“The Fall and the Atonement” are set forth 
in the third chapter. Chapter IV is entitled, 
‘‘ The Basis and Incentiv of Orthodox Moral- 
ity,” and exhibits the superiority of Rational- 
ism to orthodoxy as a principle and source of 
morality. Theconcluding chapter givs many 
reasons why ‘“ Christianity is not a Necessity 
to. Mankind.” The book, like every work 
proceeding from the house superintended by 
the scholarly and sensible Charles Watts, is | 
written with clearness and accuracy. Price, 
10 cents. 


An objection that Freethinkers will hav to 
meet about as frequently as any other, is the 
Christian outcry: ‘‘See the horrors your be- 
lief of Infidelity produced in the French 
Revolution.” Informed Freethinkers know 
that the conservativ institutions of church and 
aristocracy, and not Infidelity, were responsi- 
ble for the excesses of that period. Anyone 
who is not possessed of the facts requisit for 
defense, may obtain them in a pamphlet just 
written by Charles Watts, ‘‘The Horrors of 
the French Revolution: Their Causes.” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Tue Last Inoa. A Tale of Discovery in the 
Vale of the Inti-Mayu. New York: Cassell 
& Co. Cloth, pp. 288. 

Though not of a Freethought nature, this 
narrativ is interesting and not void of profit. 
The author is evidently some one who has 
traveled in Peru, and who now assumes a 
pseudonym. The scene is laid in the Peru of 
the present. The narrator of the tale in pene- 
trating the interior discovers a hitherto un- 
known nation, that turns out to hav been 
founded by Marco-Capse, the last of the 
-incas, who mysteriously disappeared at the 
-time of the conquest by Spain. This nation į 
has attained a pitch of civilization and hap- 
piness such as that to which the enthusiastic 
reformers of our day and lands aspire to lead 
their races. 

The 136 pages of the Worth American 
Review for February are filled with an ample 
variety of timely matter. The discussion on 
free trade and protection, begun by Mr. Glad- 
stone and Mr. Blaine in the January number, 
is continued by the Hon. Roger Q. Mills, 
representativ in Congress from Texas, and 
well known as the author of the Mills bill 
in the Fiftieth Congress, who replies to Mr. 

. Blaine’s defense of the policy of protection; 
and it is promised that in the next number 

Senator Morrill, of Vermont, the author of 

the Morrill tariff of 1861, will take up the 

discussion of the question. Sir William 

Thomson writes on ‘‘ Electric Lighting and 

Public Safety," showing what has been done 

in the various countries of Europe to guard 

against danger from electrical conductors. 

Another topic of the day, ‘‘ British Capital 

and American Industries," is treated by Eras- 

tus Wiman, Esq. Gail Hamilton contributes 

a characteristic article on ‘‘The Pope and 

Italy," showing that the pope’s claim that he 

is a prisoner in the Vatican is merely a pre- 

tense. Some words are these: 


To every liberal-minded man the sight of a pope 
prone on the floor ail day because a statue is con- 
Becrated to a man whom that pope's predecessors 
burnt is simply repulsiv. It would be foolish 
enough if he were mourning because Bruno was 
burnt. It is something worse when he mourns 
because he cannot burn him. The political com- 
plication comes from the fact that there are thou- 
sands of men in Europe who atand in awe at the 
Dope's tears and take sides with them, without 
knowing that his tears are needless. Itis against 
this man, with his consecrated past, with his 
organized present, plotting, planning, scheming 
against united Italy, that the government must 
be forever arrayed. How much of the care which 
has lined the king’s brow with untimely furrows 
is due to the refractoriness of the pope, we cannot 

now. 


There are many other instructiv articles. 
Price, 50 cents; per year, $5. 

“ Medical Sense and Nonsense for Ten 
Cents" is the amusing title of an equally 
amusing book filled with pictures and rhymes 
quite as amusing. There is mingled through- 
out advertising matter of a medical sort, 
which, though not amusing, is no doubt very 
profitable and t for it is by the 
old friend of ourself and all Freethinkers, Dr. 
Foote. This little work of 100 pages is 
issued by the Murray Hill Publishing Co. at 
the price—as indicated by the title—of 10 
cents. 

A work on the land and labor question 
that has, through being written in an uncom- 
monly plain, intelligible style, attained much 

opularity, is one by Frank Q. Stuart, of 
Denver, entitled, ‘‘ Natural Rights, Natural 
Liberty, and Natural Law: An inquiry into 
‘the causes of social maladjustments—the ra- 
tional, just, and adequate remedy.” The 
fundamental principle whence Mr. Stuart de- 
duces his affirmations as to how land should 


This axiom he states in the words of Herbert 
Spencer: “Every man has the right to do 
whatever he will, provided that in the doing 
thereof he infringes not the equal right of any 
other man.” Proceeding from this principle, 
the writer thinks it clear that man has the 
natural right to breathe, to eat, to walk, to 
work; that in order to breathe, to eat, to 
walk, to work, & man must be upon the 
earth, and unless supplied with necessaries by 
others must be permitted to occupy and use 
some portion of theearth; that any system 
of landholding that prevents him from oc- 
cupying and using such portion, or that ex- 
acts from him tribute for thus exercising his 
natural right, is inequitable, and, consequently 
and finally, that all so-called titles to land 
except title by occupancy are void. The 
book contains thirty-eight large double- 
column pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Not long ago we printed in Tag TRUTH 
SEEKER a preface by Colonel Ingersoll to a 
work by Lawyer Johnes, entitled, ‘‘ Circum- 
stantial Evidence of Personal Immortality.” 
The writer throws aside revelation and essays 
to prove immortality by analogical and other 
reasoning. The price, 25 cents, is rather 
high for the size of the book, thirty-seven 
smali pages; if it can demonstrate the like- 
lihood of immortality to any, probably they 
will think it worth the sum. 


‘ Will Shakspere, Tom Paine, Bob Inger- 
soll, and Charlie Bradlaugh,” is a thirty-two 
page book published by R. Forder, London. 


modern Freethinkers whose names appear last 
in the title above, that the contraction of their 
first names is derogatory to them, the author 
points out that it should be deemed. credit- 
able, as the names of the majority of the peo- 


ple’s favorits, and the world’s greatest men, 
from Will Shakspere down, hav met like 


curtailment. Price, 25 cents. 


Tue PsxomoroGY or ATTENTION. By Th. 
Ribot. Authorized translation. Chicago: 
The Open Court Publishing Co. Cloth, pp. 
121. Price 75 cents. 


All Freethinkers look on with gratification 
and interest at the progress made by the 
schools of scientific psychologists in investi- 
gating the phenomena of the mind. These 
phenomena of the mind being intangible and 
more complicated than physical phenomena, 
their reduction under scientific law has in 
point of time come after the like understand- 
ing of the physical world; and as long as the 
workings of the mind remained shrouded in 
mystery Christians claimed the mental do- 
main as the peculiar province of their God, 
and insisted that the wonderful ongoings 
therein were evidence of that God's existence 
and manifestation. But, as our clear-headed 
and undaunted men of science pushed forward 
into the physical domain, and showed that all 
was under natural law and not under the 
capricious rule of a God, so they are now 
little by little making conquest on the region 
of thought and feeling, and demonstrating 
that field to be equally subject to fixed order 
and void of aught supernatural. Among the 
scientific investigators who are doing this one 
of the most valued is M. Ribot, whose little 
monograph on the special function, Attention, 
we now notice. M. Ribot, in his own coun- 
try, may be regarded as the inaugurator of 
modern psychological research, now occupies 
the chair of comparativ and experimental 
psychology at the College de France, and is 
the editor of the foremost philosophical 
review of the continent, the Revue Philosoph- 
ígue. His works upon the Diseases of Will, 
of Memory, and of Personality, are univer- 
sally known. What the author distinguishes 
as Voluntary Attention, he discusses at some 
length. He observes that it is a product of art, 
of education, of civilization. Lastly he treats 
the morbid forms of attention—the most 
interesting chapter of the book; treating of 
distraction, hypochondria, the manifold and 
fantastic forms of fixed ideas, crotchets, no- 
tions, etc., ecstasy, with historical illustra- 
tions, attention in maniacs and idiots, and 
attention during sleep and during hypnosis. 
Prrrect MornxRHOOD; OR, Masri RAY- 

MowNp's Resotvz. By Lois Waisbrooker. 

New York: Murray Hill Publishing Co. 

"s portrait of author, pp. 346. Price, 


This is a good Radical novel, and will be 
acceptable to those who like tales with pro- 
gressiv philosophy intermingled. The Radi- 
calisra that is woven into the strand of the 
fiction, consists of new views on means of 
bringing into the world better children, sharp 
criticism of religion, and advanced thought 
on labor. 

A BiodRAPHIOAL DiorIONARY OF FREETHINK- 
ERS of All Ages and Nations. By J. M. 
Wheeler. London: Progressiv Publishing 
Co. Cloth, pp. 856. Price, $3. 


Nine out of evéry ten Christians in the 
country firmly hold the belief, injected into 
them by their pastors, that all the world’s 
great men hav been believers in Christianity. 
To counteract the circulation of this mon- 
strous falsehood, Freethinkers hay made 
good use of Bennett’s **Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers,” and hav derived some service 
from other works, the calendar in the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL being not altogether without 
efficacy in that direction. But the more aids 
we hav the better, and the above work is one 


be held, is the principle of Natural Right. 


that we welcome as an auxiliary of very con- 
siderable value. While Bennett's work con- 


tains much more information on the persons 
noticed, the number treated is not so great as 
that contained in the present volume. "This 
compilation has been made with great labor 
and research, and is presumed to giv a sketch 
of every Freethinker of note of whom there 
exists any record. The total number of bio- 

raphical sketches is about seventeen hun- 

red. We will select a few names, and oc- 
casionally a word or two from the descriptiv 
matter. Some months ago, while the work 
was being issued in parts, we dealt with Part 
I, and hence will begin with: Bebel, Ferdi- 
nand, living leader of the Socialist party in 
the German parliament. Beethoven, musical 
composer. Bentham, Jeremy, the great ju- 
rist who, according to Macaulay, ‘‘ found 
jurisprudence a gibberish and left it a sci- 
ence." Brissot, French Revolutionist. Bruno. 
Buckle, philosophical historian, author of 
the famous “ History of Civilization in Eng- 
land." Büchner, living German Materialist. 
Buffon, French naturalist. Buros, Robert. 
Burr, W. H. Byron, Lord. Cabanis, French 
physician, ‘‘the father of the Materialistic: 
physiology," who contended that thought is. 
8 property of matter, a secretion of the brain. 
Cesar, Julius. Carlyle, Thomas. Castelar, 
living Spanish statesman. Tchernychewsky, 
Russian Nihilist. Clifford, William King- 


As some hav thought, in regard to the three l 


don, English mathematician, philosopher, and 
moralist, author of ** The Scientific Basis of 
Morals.” Colman, Lucy. Combe, phrenol- 
ogist. Comte, Auguste, French mathema- 
tician, and originator of the famous Positiv 
philosophy. Condillac, the French philoso- 
pher who contributed so much to build up 
the Materialistic thesis that all mental life is 
gradually constructed out of simple sensa- 
tions. Condorcet, philosopher and French 
Revolutionist. Confucius. Conway. Mon- 
cure D. Cooper, Peter. Darwin, Charles. 
Denslow, Van Buren. Denton, William. 
Descartes, French philosopher. Diderot, 
French philosopher. Draper, Prof. John 
W., author of the ‘‘ History of the Intel- 
lectual Development of Europe” and 
‘ History of the Conflict between Re- 
ligion and Science.” Foote, George W., 
living English Freethinker, imprisoned in 
1888 for blasphemy. Fourier. Franklin, 
Benj. Frederick the Great. Frothingham, 
O. B. Froude, James Anthony, English man 
of letters. Gambetta. Garibaldi. Gibbon, 


Edward, historian of the ** Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire.” Gibson, Ella. 
Girard, Stephen. Goethe, Germany's greatest 
poet, who declared himself ‘‘ decidedly non- 
Christian,” and said his objects of hate were 
** the cross and bugs." Greg, W. R., author 
of the “Creed of Christendom.” Haeckel, 
German scientist. Harrison, Frederick, liv- 
ing English Positivist and man of letters. 
Holbach, Baron, French philosophical writer. 
Holland. F. M. Holyoske, George Jacob. 
Hugo, Victor Humboldt. Hume, Scotch 
philosopher and historian, whom his friend 
Adam Smith describes as ‘‘ approaching as 
nearly to the idea of a perfectly wise and 
virtuous man as perhaps the frailty of human 
nature will permit." Huxley. Hypatia. in- 
gersoll, Robert. Jefferson, Thomas. Knee- 
land, Abner, imprisoned in Boston in 1834 
for blasphemy. Krekel, Mattie. Lennstrand, 
Viktor. Lyell, Sir Charles, geologist, whose 
** Principles of Geology ” incurred the resent- 
ment of the religious world as containing the 
germs of that modern scheme of geology that 
overthrows scripture. Macdonald, Eugene 


Montague. Macdonald, George, ‘a genuin 
humorist.” McDonnell, William, American 
novelist, author of ‘‘The Heathens of the 
Heath” and ‘‘ Exeter Hall,” Freethought 
romances. Mazzini, Italian patriot. Men- 
dum, Josiah. Mill, James, philosopher. 
Mill, John Stuart, philosopher. Monroe, Dr. 
J. R., editor and proprietor of the Jronclad 
Age. Montaigne, French philosophical writer, 
who took for his motto and guide of thought, 
* What know I?" He shares with Voltaire 
the credit of having effected the disuse of 
religious persecution in France.  Montes- 
quieu. Morley, John, living English man of 
letters and member of parliament, biographer 
of Voltaire and Rousseau. Moss, Arthur B. 
Newman, Francis William, brother of Cardi- 
nal Newman. Nordau, Max. Oswald, Felix 
L. Owen, Robert. Owen, Robert Dale. 
Paine, Thomas. Palmer, Courtlandt. Parker, 
Theodore. Pasteur, Louis, French scientist, 
investigator of treatment for hydrophobia. 
Proctor, Richard, English astronomer. Put- 
nam, Samuel P. Remsburg, John E. Renan. 
Reynolds, Charles B. Rousseau. Sale, 
George, English orientalist and translator of 
theKoran. Schiller, Germany’s greatest poet 
after Goethe. Seaver, Horace. Shaftesbury. 
Shakspere, on whom Prof. J. R. Green says: 
* Often as his questionings turned to the 
riddle of life and death, he leaves it a riddle 
to the last without heeding the common the- 
ological solutions around him.” Shelley, 
English poet. Slenker, Elmina D. Spencer, 
Herbert. Standring, George. Stanton, Eliz- 
abeth Cady. Strauss. Swinburne, living 
English poet. Symes, Joseph. Taine, living 
French philosopher, esteemed the first in 
France. Tyndall, scientist. Underwood, B. 
F. Volney, Count. Voltaire. Wagner, Ger- 
man musical composer. Wakeman, Thad- 
deus B. Walker, E. C. ard, Lester. 
Washburn, L. K. Watts, Charles. West- 
. brook, Rich. B. Wettstein. Otto. Whitman, 
Walt, American poet. Wixon, Susan H. 


Wright, Elizur. Wright, Frances. You- 
mans, American scientist. Zola, greatest 
living French novelist. SUPPLEMENT :— 


Adams, Robt. C. Schreiner, Olive. Wheeler, 


J. M., the compiler of this Biographical 


Dictionary. 
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CONSTRUCTIVE FREETHOUGHT 


IN THE. 


Kingdom of the Unselfish. 


BY JOHN LORD PECK. 


The readors of this paper can find some genuina 
Constructive Freethought, which, in the words of 
one of their own writers, ‘reaches forward to 
grasp some philosophy of life and its myriad uses 
—some teaching that shall orystallize around this 
present life and lift it to a pedestal hitherto un- 
known—some lofty purpose that shall fill and 
thrill all with a new and glorious enthusiasm.” 
This is what the book really accomplishes. To 
Obtain it inologe price, $1.50, to the 
EurPrnE Boox BUREAU: 28 Lafayetto Pl., New York 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRIORE, 15 OBNTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

Iam much pleased with pu address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. : 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
Age. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 OENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ange, bas = the principles of self-government.— 

.J. MoOabe. 
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THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of ‘Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers,” t‘ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that wil be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea, 


Oloth, 12mo; $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PAINE’S WORKS. 


Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecics, Letter to the Bishop of Lian. 
daff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca- 
mille Jordan, eto, etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paines Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. 

-aine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 


Wivhout a peer in the world. Paper, 26 
cents, or 5 for $1., Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason_and An Exam- 
ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
J. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Rights of Man. For the op- 
pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents, 
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Norr.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subseriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you ean for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
Jeave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
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The Bible—What Xs It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
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acter gs described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of " Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper. 8vo, 25 cents. 


DIAMONDS. 


Unprecedented offer. No other house so fair 
In order to giv my Liberal friends throughout 
the United States an opportunity to examin, test, 
and compare my goods and prices with those of 
other diamond merchants, I will sell any piece of 
Diamond Jewelry, accompanied by contract that 
cash in full will be refunded any time within one 
year from date of purchasing if goods are not 
entirely satisfactory. No other dealer will do it. 
None will sell as cheap. Carrying a large stock, 
being an expert, close buyer, and doing business 
on smallest possible expense, you will positivly 
save twenty to thirty per cent by purchasing o? 
me. Diamond Pins and Eardrgps, worth $600. for 
$400; Pins, Rings, Eardrops, Studs, Hair Orna- 
ments, Pendants, worth $300, for $200; do., worth 
$200, for $140; do., worth $150, for $110; do., worth 
$100. for $70; do., worth $80, for $60; do., worth 
$60, for $45; do., worth $40, for $80; do., worth $30, 
for $22; do., worth $20, for $15. You can wear these 
goods daily for one year. It will not cost you a 
cent. in the mean time you are not satisfied 
that the goods are better and cheaper than sold 
elsewhere return and get your cash in full. 

Selections sent to responsible parties On ap- 
proval; to any banking-house or C.O.D., privilege 
of examination. 


The “Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


sixteen jewels, finely adjusted to heat and cold, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring, beautiful 
double-paneled dial. and all modern improve- 
ments. Perfect, and no watch will compete with 
it! In silverine case, $19; in four-ounce coin sil- 
ver Case, $23.50; five-ounce, $25; six. ounce, $7. In 
open face. beet filled gold case, $27; hunting, $33; 
do., Louis XIY., $35. In fourteen carat solid gold. 
$50 to rur prepaid, and cash refunded if 
satisfactory. 
not satis TO WETESTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Established 1857. 


Ziberal dileetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The manhattan Liberal Ciub, N.Y. | 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 6th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


i¢sophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue an 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Dat 3 P.M., d 
pr pode Admission free. Discussions follow 
ec'ures. 


Fhe Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
iberalLeague Hall. 177 Halsey st., oor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets svery Sunday in Industrial Rall, Broad and 
Wood sts.,at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and gocia] questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Brockhn Phi 


Ungersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 i 45 PU at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


€hicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M. at 
Princeas Opera House, 568 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are Walcoms. 


"he Secular Society of Kent, ©., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, a¢2 
P.M.. at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P.m., at 412 Nicollet 
aye. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.¥.Macompen,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Blizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., mesta the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free diecussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. Q. MITH, Cor. Bec. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Origina) 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bee. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds, mesa every Sunday evening a 216 
rand ave, raternity Hall). Lecture follow 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. ea 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German. Cloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-tełler is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral. —Exiraot. 


Address THE Trura SEEKER Co. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In yonr meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 centa Address THE TRUTH NEEKER Co. 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualitied Phy» 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 18 cts. for his "Pri- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 

> Life- Wasting Weakness 
SK. ns the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Applieation.—.* 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those afflict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 

“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
stands foremost in his profes- 
."— The National View. 


WS, 
J. 


EDr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel anda 


the press, but Dr. FELLO 
sion, and it is safe to trus 


^ pr. R. P. FELLO 


T 1D. N 


And say where you saw this advertisement. 


very successiul physician, He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—The Liberal. 
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- Mews of the Werk. 


Canapa is preparing legislation against 
polygamy. 

Huxrxy has written in the Nineteenth Cent- 
«ry a paper strongly against Henry George's 
land thi ories. 


Farru OURERS at Saybrook, Ill., hav made 
Mrs. Mollie Smith and her sisters Julia and 
Emma Barnes violently insane. 


Rev. Frank KaHLzm, of Southington, 
Conn., and Millersburg, Pa., recently com- 
mitted suicide at Allentown, Pa. 


CARDINAL Manne has issued a book say- 
ing that Christian children cannot be consid- 
ered children of a state that has no religion. 


IT 1s thought that Leo XIII. is dying, as he 
has made a nomination for a successor, a step 
never taken by a pope except when near 
death. 


Last Sunday it took forty policemen to 

revent à riot at the Greek church at Shenan- 

Dat. Pa., which has been the seat of violence 
for several weeks. 


CarHoLr08 hav published a book entitled, 
“Who Was Bruno?" adding defamation in 
this day to the burning they inflicted on that 
philosopher in the past. 


Oxe of the Roman Catholic rioters at Hull, 
Canada, who interfered with the evangelizing 


work of Miss Wright, has been sentenced to 
two months’ imprisonment. 


PmiLADELPHIA doctors are stirred up over 
the war that the women’s branch of the Soci- 
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
has begun against vivisection. 


In & high school at Pittsfield, Mass., sev- 
eral Catholic scholars hav refused to study 
the text-book Myer’s Medieval History, and 
hav consequently been suspended. 


Tux Congressional committee to irrigate 
. desert tracts in the West has so far set apart 
reservoir sites in California, Colorado, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, and New Mexico. 


BisMAROK has consented to the admission 
to the German colonies of Catholic religious 
orders of al] kinds, including the Jesuits, 
who are denied entrance to Germany itself. 


On the 1st the emperor of Germany spoke 
to the council of state in a pathetic tone of 
the difficulties that unfolded themselvs before 
him in his attempt to solve the labor problem. 


At Sandusky, Ala., the Rev. Mr. Bryant 

rsuaded a girl to leave home, and when her 
Brother called and asked an explanation he 
knocked him down, and grasping a gun went 
over and tried to shoot the father. 


On the 28th ult. Ex-Congressman Taulbee 


and newspaper correspondent Kincaid, both | 


Kentuckians, met in the Capitol and quar- 
reled, and on meeting again later in the day 
Kincaid shot the other, perhaps fatally. 


A PROOESSION in New York city on the ist 


was headed by a truck on which was probably 
the largest volume ever made, five feet each 
way, containing 57,000 signatures to petitions 
tothe legislature to enact the Saxton ballot 
reform. 


Hven PxwTEOOST, speaking at a meeting 
of the Socialistic Labor party, said that it was 
a disgrace to the civilized world that such a! 
monster 88 the czar is alive; and others 
demanded that our government remonstrate 
with Russia. 


Tux other night a woman found kneeling 
and praying toa ‘‘ Keep off the grass” sign 
in a New York park, was arrested, and will be 
examined as to sanity. Those seen kneeling 
to other equally useless pieces of wood are 
still at large. 


Some commotion has followed the publica- 
tion by Catholics of a book containing the 
superstitious statement that the Jews still sac- 


rifice Christian children at secret rites—a, 


statement belief in which ,has in the past 
caused much bloodshed. 


AT Pittsburgh, Pa., the parochial school 
that Father Sheedy has been permitted to 
hold in rooms of the public school building 
for a year, despite Protestant renonstrances, 
has been removed to the parochial building 
whose construction is now completed. 


An odd occurrence was the breaking-up of 
an insufferably poor theatrical performance 
at Bt. Louis on the 2d, by the audience, who 
then mobbed the theater from the outside, 
and were kept away from the actors only by a 
police clubbing that broke half a dozen heads. 


CaTHOLIOS complain that in the schools 
Jreland is not made the subject of instruction 
so much as it should be—that its history is 
not taught enough, and that when Christian 
names are spelled such ones as ‘‘ Patrick,” 
“ Brigid,” “ Michael," and ‘‘ Nora” are not 
selected. 


Is Congress, Mr. Anderson, of Kansas, has 
proposed a United States committee of arbi- 
tration, to consist of nine men appointed by 
the president, who will investigate disputes 
between railway, steamboat, and telegraph 
companies and their employees, acceptance 
of their decisions to be enforced by United 
States courts when necessary. 


* 
S o 
DAZ 


THE 


ruth Seeker Annual | 


-—— 
reethinkens’ Almanac, 
1890. 


(E. M. 290.) 
+WITH+ILLUSTRATIONS.+ 


Sy E—— e 


C 


== 


jcc3 i9 SS e 
3 EA EE Se 3 Co (FS) Soo SS C—Xx—3À 6 


COITTUEITTS. 

PAGE. PAGE. 

Calendar for 1890, e - = = 8 The Middle Ages. Illustrated, ~ - 69 

3 Freethought in the United States, 1889, 17 The Priest, - - - - 7o 
in| Faded Flowers. Poem by J. E. The Supernatural World, - - 71 inl 
q Remsburg, HOMER LI NUS 24 ae eet - - - 73 | 

i t re - - -= - 
il The Inauguration of the Bruno Statue. A arees CPOS 77 j 
| imi T. B. Wakeman, - $ 2 » 26 The Inventions of Science and the m 
ju h Inventions of Christianity. Illus- bi 
i| Mostly Fools. W. Stewart Ross trated ime deccw 40x ESI 
$ (Saladin), "n TO i . : i 
ii € dotes ii nom Freethought Journals in the United li 
2 Record of the panish Inquisition, 44 States, = - - - - - sm 
[ Dates of the Fabrication of Some In Search of a Spirit. E. M. Macdonald, 97 i 
Roman Catholic Dogmas, - 44 | 
Why I Left the Church. H. O. Pente- 

The Boler House Mystery. Nearly a cost . t . - - 109 
ad Tragedy, with a Moral. Helen H. ? mi 
| ll Gardener, e =- 5 č = =- 45 i 
Z od 


+> 


NEW YORE: 


owe 
K ` ems. 


, 
» 


SON 


PRICE, 25° CENTS. 


WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. 


THE 
8 

Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 7 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; . 
: leather, $4; mor., g- e.s $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


GODS AND RELIGIONE 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Giv8 a Full Account of ail the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 


OR, THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
i of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


à ‘Author of “The Secret of the East, or the Origi 
8vo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance - 
the Religious Systems of the World. | of its Rise and Decline,” "Physical Edu- 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the | cation, or the Health-Laws of Nate 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- ] ure," “Household Remedies,” “The 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. Poison Problem, or the Cause 
BY D. M. BENNETT. and the Oure of Intemper- 
ance,” eic., etc. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses OF REASON. 
By O0. B. FROTHINGHAM, 

Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Creatton. 
For Hér Daily Bread 18 the story of two youn! z 2 z 
girls and a younger brother who were left arene Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 10: Centa 
e88, With little money, fair edueation, and much j 48 This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 


courage, to make their way through the world by ican publisher. gh 


e ae te Ta Sperry Ao the heroin. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
a bint baana men kind ea take s 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BENsETT. 
Price. . - - 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


of human life as we should expect Oolonel Inger- 
Soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 

By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price. 5 cents. 


Felix L. Oswald is & well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 

Cloth, 12m0, 240pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O0. 
LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Harth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 
By HuRL5UT and WAKEMAN, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Gems of Thought. 


Or all systems the world has ever seen, 
the philosophies of ancient Greece and Rome 
appealed most strongly to the sense of virtue, 
and Christianity to the sense of sin. Theideal 
of the first was the majesty of self.relying 
humanity ; the ideal of the other was the ab- 
sorption of the manhood into God.: It isim- 
possible to look upon the awful beauty of a 
Greek statue, or to read a page of Plutarch, 
without perceiving how completely the idea 
of excellence was Siende with that of pride. 
It is equally impossible to examin the life of 
a Christian saint, or the painting of an early 
Christian artist, without perceiviog that the 
dominant conception was self-abnegation and 
self-distrust.— Lecky. 


COMPARE the mythology of Greece with the 
mythology of Judea; one covering the earth 
with beauty, and the other filling heaven with 
hatred and injustice.— Zngenrsoll. 


Tux church is a sort of hospital for men's 
souls, and as full of quackery as the hospital 
for their bodies. Those who are taken into 
it liv like pensioners in their Retreat, or 
Sailor’s Snug Harbor, where you may see a 
row of religious cripples sitting outside in 
sunny weather. Let not the apprehension 
that he may one day occupy 4 ward therein, 
discourage the cheerful labors of the able- 
souled man. While he remembers the sick 
in their extremities, let him not look thither 
as to his goal.— Thoreau. 


Unner the influence of sorrow and infirm- 
ity, old men become instinctiv pessimists. 
Monastic tendencies imply an abnormal con- 
dition of the human mind. The worship of 
sorrow hasso perverted our moral ideals that 
for long centuries joylessness and self-afflic- 
tion ranked among the highest virtues. The 
municipal codes of many American cities 
still contain provisions for the suppression of 
public amusements on the only day on which 
a large plurality of our workingmen find 
their leisure for recreation.—Prof. Oswald. 


Ask two Christians of what religion they 
are. Each willanswer, J ama Catholic. You 
think they are both of the same communion; 
yet one is of the Greek, the other of the Latin 
church; and they are irreconcilable. If you 
seek to be further informed, you will find that 
by the word Catholic, each of them under- 
stands universal, in which case universal sig- 
nifies a part.— Voltaire. 


Ir is insisted that the unity of the church 
substantiates its claim to divine origin. This 
is asserted over and over again, in many 
ways; and yet in the cardinal’s article is 
found this strange mingling of boast and con- 
fession : '* Was it only by the human power 
of man that the unity, external and internal, 
which for fourteen hundred years had been 
supreme, was once more restored in the 
council of Constance, never to be broken 
again?" Now if this internal] and external 
unity was broken, and remained broken for 
years, there was an interval during which the 
church had no internal or external unity, and 
during which the evidence of divine origin 
failed. The unity was broken in spite of the 
divine founder. This is admitted by the use 
of the word ‘‘ again."—Zngersoll. 


Tr is not the fear of God that has a moral- 
izing effect, as is most clearly shewn by that 
period, replete with the fear of God on the 
one hand and moral horrors of every kind 
on the other, which we call the Middle Ages. 
— Buchner. 


Tue facts of history, however, and our own 
observation negativ the conclusion that the 
moral sanction of theology has been or is so 
efficient as the great majority suppose. Dur- 
ing what are called the Middle Ages, when 
faith in theology was at its strongest, moral. 
ity, in the scientific sense, was almost at its 
lowest—or, in other words, social coóperation 
existed but in a very imperfect condition. 
War and violence were predominant. Conduct 
was such as allowed of a state of military 
coóperation; but it was almost prohibitory 
of the industrial. Acts of what theologians 
call piety were frequent and general—acts, 
that is, supposed to be personally pleasing to 
the God, such as praying to and praising him, 
suffering self-inflicted pain and annoyance of 
many kinds, giving money and power to men 
supposed to be his ministers, building gor- 
geous and costly temples in his honor. These 
and similar acts which, from the theological 
point of view, were good, were, no doubt, very 
prevalent; but, from a scientific point of 
view, they hav no element of moral goodness. 
Then, under the influence of theology and 
justified by deduction from its dogmas, con- 
duct was followed which theologians thought 
good—viz., persecution even unto death of 
those esteemed to be enemies of the God, so- 
called heretics.— John Wilson, M,A. 


Norsine but the most savage barbarity, the 
most egregious roguery, or the blindest ambi- 
tion could hav imagined the doctrin of eter- 
nal punishments. If there isa God, whom 
we can offend or blaspheme, there are not 
upon earth greater blasphemers than those 
who dare to say that this same God is a 
tyrant perverse enough to delight, during 
eternity, in the useless torments of his feeble 
creatures, —D' Holbach. 


Painz examined the scriptures for himself, 
and found them filled with cruelty, absurdity, 
and immorality.—Jngersoll. 
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“Where LIBERTY is crushed 
_ Within the slimy coils 
p of Y 


ubmib your 
ordinance of man for the 

Lord’s sake . (1 Peter 2¢ /2) 
For there ig no power but of God. 
and the powers that be are 


elves to every = 


ordained = 
of God. 


(Rom XII. 1) 


 “Withoub ashudder the slave-soldier lends 
Wis aym to murderous deeds. 
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SOME OF THE ORDINANCES OF GOD. 


(Shelley) Sap 


diofes and Clippings. 


Says the Cincinnati Hnguirer: ‘When 
Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, rises to 
speak, everyone in the Senate chamber, save 
the clerks, runs away. It would be a saving 
of both money and time if Congress were to 
lend him enough money wherewith to hire a 
hall.” 


THE government of St. Domingo, which 
claims to hav the only original bones of Co- 
lumbus, is desirous of forwarding them to the 
United States for use in 1892, provided that 
they be given in return for them $20,000 cash 
down, and twenty per cent of the receipts on 
public exhibition of the same, 


Onz theological fact that cannot be too 
earnestly impressed upon the minds of the 
young, says Saladin, is the enormous popula- 
tion of hell as compared with that of heaven. 
Sunday-school teachers, in trying to giv chil- 
dren an idea of the relativ magnitude of the 
two places, should say: ‘‘ Hell is a tremen- 
dous menagerie containing a hundred thou- 
sand elephants. Heaven is a pill-box con- 
taining half-a-dozen fleas.” 


Tur Hon. F. M. Pfister, of San José, hav- 
ing recently died, a committee of his surviv- 
Ors hav presented to the court, where he 
practiced, a number of resolutions setting 
forth that “it has pleased him who is the 
ruler of our destinies to remove from our 
midst our late friend and brother,” and add- 
ing, '* The same is a public calamity.” This, 
says Freethought, is a queer view of God— 
that the bringing about of public calamities 


pleases him. None but a good Christian 
could see where the pleasantness comes in. 


Lament of the Independent: On the West- 
ern frontier the devil’s missionaries are apt to 
get the start of the Lord’s heralds. A corre- 
spondent writes: '*I am twenty miles from 
the nearest church—a small Methodist one in 
the town of —— on the railroad, and three 
thousand feet vertically above it. On all 
sides of me I do not know of a single profess- 
ing Christian besides myself any nearer than 
that place, and there are very few there. In 
this camp most of the people are Ingersollians, 
and a few years ago, when our population 
was larger than it is now, the postmaster 
kept the post-office counters covered with 
Ingersoll publications.” 


AT the Woking, Eng., crematory, the 
number of cremations is steadily increasing. 
In three years, from 1884 to 1887, the annual 
average was 8. In 1888 there were 26. In 
1889 the number increased to 46, the total 
number at the end of the year having been 
exactly 100. This year there hav been several 
every week. In France, at the new crematory 
in Paris, there were 35 ordinary cremations in 
1889, but the number of still-born children 
and the bodies from the hospitals and ana- 
tomical schools is so large that incineration is 
continually going on both night and day. 
The Journal d Hygiène says that the total 
number was nearly 8,000 in the year. At 
Rome the numbers were 119 in 18806, 155 in 
1887, and 202 in 1888. At Milan and other 
Italian towns the numbers are increasing, as 


also in Germany. 
e 


Puits Brooks, of Boston, has been 
preaching to immense congregations uf men 


in Old Trinity, this city, at the noon hour, 
between 12 and 1 o’clock. One day he told 
his hearers that the precise form of creed 
held by a man is of comparativly little mo- 
ment; that in all stages of development men 
hav worshiped some sort of divine being, and 
that the surrender of self involved in such 
worship is ‘ the first design of God” regard- 
ing his cbildren. Of this Mr. H. O. Pente- 
cost, who has been a minister himself, says: 
** Tf this is so, of course missionaries to hea- 
then lands are unnecessary. But what I 
would like to know is, How did Dr. Brooks 
learn what ‘the first design of God’is? Is 
he consciously humbugging the people? 
How does he know what God’s designs 
are?" And he might hav asked, Does he 
know anything ? 


DuNLAP's Cable Agency, under date of 
February 28th, forwards the following: Mrs. 
Annie Besant, the well-known Agnostic and 
advocate of social reform, said to-day that 
labor unions, whether of or for women, were 
stupidly organized. ‘*‘ What can you expect,” 
said she, ** of trade unions, organizations that 
accept, nay, solicit, contributions from dis- 
interested people? Certain collapse awaits 
all such institutions that are not self-support= 
ing and independent of outside aid. But the 
difficulty is to find a woman capable and 
willing to undertake the drudgery and un- 
rewarded toil of the management in order to 
make unions self-supporting. Cardinal Man- 
ning is simply an Arcadian dotard who speaks 
nothing but Christian twaddle, Burns is really 
a great man. Mrs. Ashton Dilke seeks 
political notoriety, and her real sympathy is 
with free dinners for school-children and 
such pretty nothings. No, the women of 


England are abject slaves; there is no force 
in the national character so far as women are 
concerned, so that I and other women who 
chance to be gifted with backbone are dis- 
heartened and disgusted with the labor of 
trying to rouse them to action.” 


Tue statutes of Massachusetts provide that, 
when a person to be sworn before 4 court or 
magistrate declares that a peculiar mode of 
swearing is in his opinion more solemn and 
obligatory than by holding up the hand, the 
oath may be administered in such a mode. 
It also permits Quakers and other persons 
who hav conBcientious scruples against 
swearing to affirm. It provides ‘‘ that every 
person believing in any other than the Chris- 
tian religion may be sworn according to the 
peculiar ceremonies of his religion, if there 
are any such.” So far, comments the Chris. 
tian Register, the statutes are liberal enough ; 
but, when it comes to deal with non-religious 
believers, Agnostics, or Atheists, it makes a 
flagrant discrimination. It declares that 
* every person not a believer in auy religion 
shall be required to testify truly under the 
pains and penalties of perjury, and the evi- 
dence of such & person's disbelief in the ex- 
istence of God may be received to affect his 
credibility as a witness." This is a direct 
intimation to a jury that, because & man is an 
Agnostic, they need not credit his testimony, 
Experience, on the other hand, shows that 
some of the most conscientious and veracious 
persons living, whose word is incontestable 
without oath or affirmation, are persons who 
hesitate to declare their belief in the existence 
of God. The statute in its present shape in- 
stead of helping justice is really a measure tọ 
obstruct it. 
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Communications. 


«The Lord's Money.” 


On the second day of February & Rev. I. W. Read 
preached a sermon in Seattle in which he tried to 
make the people believe that the Lord was sadly in 
want of money, and that they ought to hand over 
to him without ceremony their hard-earned shekels. 

The sermon has been sent to me by the friends in 
Seattle for review and comment. It is only notice- 
able because it is a fair specimen of thousands which 
are preached every year. The text is from 2 Corin- 
thians ix, 7: 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him giv, not grudgingly, or of necessity, for the Lord loveth 
the cheerful giver. 

I shall take some extracts from this sermon and 
make such comments as occurred to my mind from 
the reading. 

If every sermon that is prerched, were submitted 
to a critical analysis, the people would soon find out 
what a vast amount of chaff they pay for to get a 
little wheat. 

From every quarter of the couniry comes the cry 
of “hard times.” Factories are shutting down, mer- 
chants are closing out their business, mechanics are 
out of employment, and their families sre suffering. 
Farms are being sold out under foreclosure, and 
general want prevails. 

But I was not prepared to hear that the hard 
times had reached the confines of heaven. But ac- 
cording to the statement of the Rev. Mr. Read, such 
is the fact —God has given us all we hav, and kept 
giving, until now he is straitened circumstances, 
and asks us to giv back a part of our substance, 
since he is in sore want and cannot help himself. 

What his necessities are I am unable to say. The 
people do not roast as much beef and mutton for 
him as in times of yore, and perhaps he has got hun- 
gry. It cannot be that he needs clothing, for he livs 
in a country where nothing is worn but white robes, 
and as he furnishes one to every new-comer he must 
hav sn endless supply on hand, and one would think 
that he might appropriate one when the old one 
wears out, or gets a little soiled. 

Perhaps his old throne is getting a little rickety 
and needs repairs, but as he made a universe in pix 
days, one would think that he might arrange a little 
affair of that kind on his own hook, without calling 
upon us poor wretches for help. 

It may be that he has started in to make another 


world out of nothing, and has run short of material,- 


and wants money to lay in a new stock. It is pos- 
sible that he is sick and wants a little money to buy 
physic. It may be the grippe; if so, a hot whisky 
lemonade is said to be a most excellent remedy. If 
he is a little short of change I would furnish the 
whisky and the lemon until Brother Read can send 
forward the proceeds of his begging sermon. 

While I am unable to state just what God's great 
want of money is, the Rev. Mr. Read says he wants 
some and musi hav it right off. It would hav been 
better for God if the Rev. Mr. Read had stated just 
what his great want of money is; the people would 
chav more readily responded. But the Rev. Mr. Read 
knows just what the great necessity is and that is 
enough. We must not ask questions; all that is 
required of us is to giv. 

A minister is never out of his sphere so completely in the 
minds of many, as when urging the duty of giving. 

That is to say, that you begin to mistrust that the 
people are findirg out that you are the veriest hypo- 
crit in the world when you pretend that you want 
money for the Lord. They begin to know that when 
money passes into your pocket it sticks fast, and God 
will never get a nickel. Again, who are you to be 
urging the “many” to duty? When you discharge 
your duty to your fellows, and stop begging for God, 
and earn honest bread, and stop sucking up the sub- 
stance of the people like a Christian leech, without 
giving anything in return, you will be more potent 
to urge others on to duty. Besides, if we should 
follow the scripture injunction, and “ take no thought 
of the morrow,” nobody would hay anything to giv, 

No man who does not use a pərt of his money for the 
Lord, can be a full, influential Christian. 

But what does the Lord want of money? Are his 
creditors pressing him? Is he likely to be sold out 
under foreclosure, or is he getting miserly in his old 
age and trying to get money just tohoard up? Now 
suppose the church and the ministry were out of the 
play, bow silly it would be to talk about money for 
the Lord. TI once heard of a man who worked a blind 
man on shares, and every night after the day's beg- 
ging was over they divided the money. The Rev. 
Mr. Read is playing a more dishonest game, for he 
knows that the Lord does not want money and will 
never get a cent of what the people giv. A man at 
this enlightened day who pretends to be begging for 
the Lord ought to be “whipped naked through the 
world.” If these lazy ministers would go to work 
and equarely earn their own living, the Lord would 
need less, and they would respect themselvs much 
more. 


If everyone who has professed the name of Christ would 
appreciate the grace of giving, the cause of the redeemer 
would prevail mightily over every opposition. 

“The cause of the redeemer”—you mean the 
church and the ministry. These are what you want 
to “prevail mightily over every opposition.” Then 
would not ministers wax fat, but how about the peo- 
ple? Has noi that experiment been tried? Did not 
the church own all the property, or hav the power of 
controling it, for more than a thousand years? It 
would seem as though the Lord must hav got about 
all the money he wanted, for the people had none. 

During that thousand years the church literally 
held the lives and the fortunes of the people in its 
cluickes. When the church condemned a man to 
death he had to die. When the church said the 
word, all that a man possessed went down into its 
capacious maw. The church was rich, the people 
were poor, ignorant, ragged, and degraded. The 
Lord must hav been tickled over the condition of 
things. And if Mr. Read could only make the peo- 
ple giv a sufficient amount to the Lord, the good old 
days would return. The church would become rich 
and powerful; the ministry would control the peo- 
ple, and take the “fat of the land.” All would be 
lovely, and the theological goose “hang high.” 

Well, Mr. Read, it will be a happy time for the 
people when men of your ilk are compelled to earn 
the money they so much crave, and then you will 
find out that the Lord does not wart money half as 
much as when others giv and you receive. 

For the Lord to ask for his own is not begging, and great 
is the pity if his servants hav to beg for it. 

“His own!" If ell we hav is “his own,” why is 
Mr. Read begging for him? “His servants ”—that 
is the ministers. Mr. Read a servant of the Lord! 
How very modest. You want the people to under- 
stand that the Lord has commissioned you, that 
there is s peculiar relation existing between you and 
the Lord which does not exist between him and 
other men, that you know his wants and desires, and 
that he has given you power to carry out his designs. 
This is about what you like to hav the people be- 
lieve. Nobody knows better than the Rev. Mr. 
Read that such & claim is a hypocritical pretense. 
Because they are dishonest enough to practice these 
shams and liv out a big, black lie before the world, is 
ihe reason why these “servants of the Lord” hav a 
larger representation in the jails and prisons of the 
country, according to their number, than any other 
class of people. 

Witches hav been hanged, women whipped, eyes 
bored out, noses slit, ears cropped, and tongues 
bored with hot irons or pulled out. Men hav been 
branded, quartered, burnt alive, imprisoned, broken 
at the wheel, and cruelly tortured in every conceivable 
way by these same self-constituted “servants of the 
Lord.” 

God has recognized the use of money in carrying forward 
his work in all ages. l 

How did you come by this information? How do 
you obtain knowledge about God—his wants, de- 
sires, and plans—when the information is shut out 
from everybody else? My knowledge of God is just 
as good as yours, and I know he has had nothing to 
do in the matter. He has never called on me for 
money, and he has never called on you or anybody 
else. It is the clergy, not God, who want the money. 
Now they beg for if. In years before, when they 
had sufficient power, they compelled the people to 
“stand and deliver.” 

Since the church has lost its power different tacties 
hav been adopted. Now you giv your brother to 
understand that if he wants to play the part of the 
“big Indien” in the church, end git in the amen 
corner, he must come down handsomely. In years 
before, the priesthood took what they wanted. 
Nothing would please you more than to return to the 
good cid times when God (the clergy) got nearly all 
that was produced. When you claim that you want 
money for God'a sake, you are practicing a deception 
which would shame a brigand. This is about the 
way that you and your profession will be sized up 
when the world outgrows its ehildhood. 

Giving is a test of our love to God. 
He demands the first and best. 

Just substitute Mr. Read’s name for God's and 
then you will understand just what he means. And 
then you wil know why he demsnds the first and 
best. If Mr. Read did not get the first and best, 
God might carry on his own business and get his 
own money as best he could. But as long as he can 
bamboozle the people into believing that they are 
giving to God, he will eat roast turkey, liv on the fat 
of the land, and play pulpit puppet, of course. Some 
day the people will see through all this clerical trick- 
ery, and such as Mr. Read will be compelled to lay 
down their spirituel tools, and to take up such as 
will giv them herd hands and honest bread. 

Mr. Read complains of a young man who gave 
twenty-five cents for foreign missions and spent a 
dollar a week for theaters and other amusements ; 
and of another whose entire giving to the Lord was 
not half the amount of his tobacco bill. 

As for the first young man, I think he showed 
good sense in spending his money at the theater 


instead of giving it fo ministers under pretense of 
sending Christianity to the heathen. For if Chris- 
tianity has ever made any nations or peoples better, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, and India, Mexico and Peru, 
are not among the number. As for the second, buy- 
ing tobacco is about the worst use that money could 
be put to, unless it is to giv it to a Christian crawfish 
who prefers Christian darkness to the light of science, 
and is ever trying to lead the people back to the 
ignorance and superstition of two thousand yeara 
ago. 

He takes account of the widow’s mite. 

Did you ever examin his account book? No doubt 
you know all about God’s business; preachers: gen- 
erally do. When you tell what God does don’t you 
assert as a fact what you know nothing about? Oan 
a truthful man do that? Rightly interpreted you 
mean that you would take the last cent that a poor 
widow has got. You ought to be careful about 
losing your little, shriveled-up soul, for once lost 
God almighty bimself with a double-barreled tele- 
scope would never be able to find it. 

Giving is to be as the Lord has prospered. 

The Lord does not prosper anyone. Prosperity 
depends upon intelligence, industry, and economy. 
If prosperity depends upon God, then he has pros- 
pered some of the worst cutthroats aud freebooters 
that ever cursed the world, while he has neglected 
some of the most unselfish and deserving, and allowed 
them to be imprisoned, starved, and tortured in the 
most cruel manner, and in many instances by Chris- 
tian bigots. 

Does the Lord prosper a man and make him rich 
‘and then demn him because he is rich, as he did 
Dives? Pretty business, for God to make men rich 
only to damn them! For has he not said that it was 
“easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven?" The time will come, Mr. Read, when you 
will no longer be able to play your holy hocus-pocus 
arts upon the people. 

You must be rich in order to giv, and then damned 
if you are rich. Queer doctrin that. 

He dodges in and dodges out, 

And leaves the people still in doubt ; 
You cannot tell, to see his track, 

1f going south or coming back. 

Mr. Read even argues that it is wrong to be in 
debt when it debars a man from giving to the church, 
for he says: 

Who gave me the right to cumber myself with debt and 
then excuse myself from doing anything for the Lord ? 

It is plain enough. Mr. Read, that, if you are so 
much interested in the welfare of your Lord, you 
cara very little for his word, for your Lord commands 
us to "render unto Cæsar the things which are 
Ceesar’s,” and givs the further positiv command, 
* Pay what thou owes.” 

The treasury of no church should be overdrawn at the end 
of the year. 

Yes, there should be a full church treasury if every 
man's pocket is empty and children grow up in igno- 
ranco, No matter if the people are robbed, if the 
church is only rich. For more than a thousand 
years there was just this condition of things. "There 
was & bloated priesthood, and a degraded, ignorant, 
poverty-stricken people. This has ever been the 
theory of the priesthood. When the clergy fit a man 
for heaven he is not fit to liv on earth. The more 
unlimited the power of the church has been the 
worse the people hav fared. 

A poor girl who worked for a living gave $1 upon a spe- 
cial appeal. 

O you contemptible specimen of littleness! 
No doubt you will get to heaven, for you will hang 
around the gsto until St. Peter falls to sleep 
and then crawl through the keyhole. May the 
Lord hav his spectacles on when you enter, so 
that you will not be overlooked. It has been said 
that it takes “nine tailors to make a man,” but the 
man who would take a dollar from a girl who is com- 
pelled to work for a living, is too small to make the 
ninth part of a tailor. Three drops of the milk of 
human kindness could not be extracted if he were 
put into a lemon-&queezer. 

Begulanty has great power in bringing the presence of the 

ord. 


There is no power in prayer at all, and everybody 
knows it, and ought to be honest enough to own it. 
Was not the whole nation on its knees when Garfield 
was shot? Did it hav power to save his life? When 
the grasshoppers were likely to produce a famin in 
Kansas, the whole state united in prayer, and God 
did not call off a single grasshopper. 

In the Johnstown disaster did not hundreds go 
down into the surging waters with their hands lifted 
in prayer? It is all easy if you shut your eyes and 
open your mouth and swallow whatever the priest 
puts into it. 

God does not withhold from us his daily bounties. 

When a man stands up in publio and lies like a 
oe rake, it is no breach of courtesy to tell him 
of it. 

Only a week or two ago a family of eight starved 
to death in Pennsylvania, There are thousands of 


miners there out of work and in a state of starvation. 
In every city are hundreds of dirty, starving, neg- 
And you know- 
ingly deceive the people when you represent that 
God daily showers hia bounties upon them. Taik 
He generaliy bestows 


lected children, and. you know it. 


about God's daily bounties! 
his bounties on human hogs and lets the poor suffer. 


There never was a time when money would not materially 


assist in the cause of Christ. 

What does Christ want of money? When ‘he 
sent out his disciples did he load them with money? 
Did he tell them to beg and grind the last dollar out 
of a poor hired girl, or did he tell them to go with- 
out money and without staff or scrip? When Christ 
wanted an ass to ride he took it, and when he wanted 
corn to eat he took it. And I presume Mr. Read and 
other ministers would like to see the time when they 
could imitate Christ in this regard, and take whatever 
they want without earning it. 

The world is calling upon us to giv the gospel of Christ 
to the perishing. 

Is there a word of truth in that statement? 
Would it not put Mr. Read in a corner to be com- 
pelled to tell what people had been calling for the 
gospel? Are the Mohammedans calling for the gos- 
pel? If there is anything which a Moslem holds in 
utter contempt it is a Ohristian. Are the people of 
India calling for the gospel? They hav been reduced 
to a state of vassaiage by one of the most Christian 
governments on the globe. Throughout the Eastern 
world your religion and those who hav tried to intro- 
duce it hav been despised. The few converts you 
boast of hav cost you millions and millions of dollars, 
and are among the lowest and most beggarly of the 
race. Did Christianity prove a blessing to Peru and 
Mexico? Did your Christian “fire water" prove a 
blessing to the American Indians? Did the people 
of Africa call upon Christians to come and fire their 
villages and capture them and transport them beyond 
the seas and doom them to a life of slavery? I tell 
you the gospel has never been called for. In many 
eases it has been forced upon an unwilling people, 
and the worst vices and most loathsome diseases hav 
followed in its wake. It is high time such lies, told 
in the interest of the church, were hurled back into 
the teeth of those who tell them. 

One thing is clear, no common man 
Can lie so boldly as an honest preacher can. 

To the church of Jesus Christ the world is more indebted 
than to anything else. 

When you uttered that lie you thought there was 
nobody +o call you to account. 

Let us see. We sre indebted to the church for 
the rack, the thumbscrew, iron boot, ripping-knife, 
spiked chair, and slmost every instrument of torture 
known for the last fifteen hundred years.. To the 
church we are indebted for the witch-hunters, and 
witch hangers, and women-whippers. We are ia- 
debted to the church for the persecution of Coperni- 
cus and Galileo, for the burning of Bruno and Ser- 

"vetus. We are indebted to the church for the 
destruction of some of the most valuable libraries, 
books, and manuscripts that the worldever saw. To 

_ the church we are indebted for the suppression of 
science and schools of learning, and for the filth, 
ignorance, poverty, and diseases of Europe for more 

' than a thousand years. Our position to-day is only 
that which we might hav accepted a thousand years 
ago were it not for our “ indebtedness” to the church. 
I -bav only space to draw the outline; the student of 
history will fill out the picture. 

When people begin to curtail expenses, they begin at the 
church ard school, two institutions to which they owe more 
than to anything else. É 

I once heard of a man who ran another through 
with a hot poker, aad then asked him to pay for 
heating the poker. That man had cheek enough to 
make a very successful minister. Christianity hes 
been fighting the schools from the first day of its 
power up to the present time, and is fighting them 
to-day. The whole Christian fraternity, from Blair 
down to the last yelping pup in the pack, are trying 
to turn the schools from their high aims and pur- 
poses and make them subservient to the superstitious 
whims of the church. 

“Godless schools,” is heard from every yelping 
Ohristian coyote in the land. They want to get 
their God into the schools. A Christian is never 
satisfied unless he is using his God as a battering- 
ram, and he butts him against everything. He must 
hav him in the schools, in the Constitution, in the 
legislature, army, and navy. And then the Bible 
must follow the Christian's God and be the first 
book in school. Superstition before science, prayers 
before lessons. The young mind must ba so warped 
and distorted as ever to preclude the idea of independ- 
ent thought. 

The kind of schools that ministers are interested 
in would soon hasten us back to the midnight of the 
Dark Ages, when the church controled everything, 
and even the lives and fortunes of the people were 
subject to the nod of the priesthood. Giv ministers 
the control of the schools, and in less than half a 
century they would demand of the people what they 

. now beg for. ác 3 
He holds all things in his own hands—are not the silver 
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and gold his? The cattle upon a thousand hills are his. 
Had we the world at our command, we would fall short, even 
though we were to lay it all at his feet. 

There you hav it. Let this idea be thoroughly 
ineuleated into the minds of the young, in the schools 
#8 well as in the pulpit, and the minister will then 
say, “ The Lord hath need of it,” and take whatever 
he wants. 

When will the people.learn that ministers, and 
church dignitaries generally, are the most selfish, 
designing, hypocritical, and corrupt people in the 
world ? 

Before this language is pronounced unwarrantable, 
I would ask if they hav not more representatives in 
the jails and prisons according to their number than 
any other class of people. Is it not a fact that they 
liv upon the unpaid toils of the people without giv- 
ing back anything in return except drafts on the 
world to come, and promises which they know they 
never ean redeem? 

Think of this holy blatherskite, one day telling the 
people that ‘his kingdom is not of this earth” and 
the next day begging for money. 

O you whining, begging pulpit nincompoop! What 
must the people think of you, dodging and bobbing 
around like a trained monkey—teaching the people 
that they must not “lay up treasure on earth,” while 
your hand is ever extended for filthy luore, and 
* backsheesh” ever upon your lips ? : 

We hav four ehurches in our village, which hav 
cost the people at least one hundred thousand dol. 
lars in the last twenty years, and all because three 
cr four shirkers were too lazy to take their fair turn 
at the oar in pulling up life's stream. And what can 
the people show to-day for this great outlay ? 

They hav built neither houses nor factories, they 
turned no spindles, they hav neither plowed nor 
sowed fields; in short, they hav been mere parasites, 
devouring like a swarm of locusts and leaving noth- 
ing behind. They hav tried to make the people 
believe that the most perfect men in the world lived 
in old Bible times. . 

The people hav been made to believe that if they 
imitated David and Solomon, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, they would be so near like God that they 
would get a front seat in the New Jerusalem and an 
exira string on their barps.. 

These old patriarchs hav their representativs in 
Palestine to-day. Their landmarks are the same— 
their houses the same—they tend their flocks the 
same—thresh, winnow, and grind their grain the 
same—draw and carry their water the same and from 
the same wells as they did in old Bible times. 

There they stand. They hav not budged one inch 
in thirty centuries. And & more unpromising, sickly, 
sore-eyed, worm-eaten, nasty, forbidding, ignorant, 
ragged race of beggars cannot be found on the face 
of the earth. All they can successfully do is to 
shout “ backsheesh " to every passer-by. 

Is it any wonder there were prophets—that dead 
men jumped out of their graves—that there were 
virgin-born saviors, and that all manner of miracles 
were performed, among such people? Here is the 
preacher'sideal. The nearer the people get back to the 
condition of these pstriarchal representative, the 
surer they wili be of heaven. 

Now I gay these old moral barnacies hav impeded 
our progress long enough. They understand that 
the more ignorant they can keep the people, the 
easier they ean govern and guil them, and the more 
** backsheesh " they can extort. 

It is high time that we let them know that we 
fully understand their begging schemes and selfish 
designs—that their high-sounding claims and hypo- 
critical pretenses are mere niekelplate. Let us 
boldly face them—tear off their sheep's clothing and 
expose them to the world. Joan Peck. 
Naples, N. Y. 
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The New Sydney Freethought Hall. 
From the Melbourne Liberator. . 

A special meeting of the shareholders of the above 
company was held in Tattersali’s Hall, Hunter street, 
on Monday evening, December 23, the object of the 
meeting being to authorize the board of directors to 
proceed with the erection of the hall. About one 
hundred shareholders were present. 

The chairman, Mr. E. Skinner, in opening the pro- 
ceedings, briefly reviewed the progress made by the 
company since its inccrporation two years ago. The 
share-register showed that nearly two thousand two 
hundred shares had been taken up, and nearly sixteen 
hundred of these were fully paid up. 

The total expenditure, including the cost of the 
land, was about £1,890, and the total income about 
£1,840, leaving a debit balance at bank of about £50. 

The average monthly income since the date of the 
last annual balance sheet, January 22d last, was, in 
round numbers, about £70, and if this average were 
maintained until the end of the financial year our 
deficit would be cleared off and we should hav & 
small balance to our credit at the bank. 

In order that no time should be lost the directors 
had offered a bonus of £30 for the best designs for 
the proposed building, and four architects entered 
the competition. The several plans were very care- 


fully considered by the board of directors (some of 
the members of which are practical builders), and 
other shareholders known to be in the building line 
wera invited. to attend the board meetings aad giv 
the directors the benefit of their opinicns and experi- 
ence. The result was the adoption of the plans sent 
in by Mr. E. Evans, and which were now on view. 
it now remained for the shareholders present to rat- 
ify the action of the board, and if they were pleased 
to do ao, they would next be asked to express their 
opinion on the following points: 1. Does the present 
position of the company justify the directors in pro- 
ceeding at once with the erection of the building? 
and, 2. Should the building be completed without 
delay? or would it be advisable to erect the main 
hall, leaving the back premises to be gradually 
erected as the company's finances will permit? 

Mr. E. Tye moved and Mr. W. Young seconded 
that this meeting of shareholders fuily indorse the 
action of the board in the selection of the plans for 
the hall. Several shareholders spoke in support of 
the motion, which, when put to the meeting, was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Tye moved that, in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, the present financial position of the company 
fully justifies building operations being at once pro- 
ceeded with. Mr. J. Whalley seconded the resolu- 
tion, which was supported by many of the sharehold- 
ers and carried without dissent. 

Mr. C. H. Ellen moved and Mr. J. G. Rose 
seconded, that the whole of the building should be 
completed without delay. Considerable discussion 
ensued on this motion, and ultimately an amend- 
ment was moved by Mr. Tye, seconded by Mr. J. 
Smith, that the matter be left to the discretion of 
the board. A show of hands being taken, the amend- 
ment was declared carried, but a division was called 
for, which resulted as follows. For the amendment 
281 votes; for the motion, 184 votes. Majority for 
the amendment, 97. 


. THE SYDNEY LYCRUM. 
Mr. J. Redwood moved that the chairman, Mr. E. 
Skinner, be invited to lay the foundstion-stone of the 
hall. Mr. Skinner thanked the mover for the honor 
he sought to confer upon him by this motion, but 
he declined to accept any distinction in which his 
colleagues could not participate. Most of his coi- 
lesgues on the board of directors had worked as 
energeticaily ss himself, and he strongly objected 
to any act which would tend to place him one singie 
step in advance of those of his colleagues who had 
worked side by side with him so long. Moreover, 
he was of opinion that the most fitting pereon to 
select for this ceremony was our lecturer, Mr. W. 
W. Collins. This latter suggestion met with general 
approval, and on the motion of Messrs. J. Smith and 
Redwood, it was unanimously resolved to request 
Mr. Oollins to perform the ceremony. 

Mr. Collins in a few well-chosen words thanked 
the shareholders, and said that after baing for four 
years amongst them he felt proud to hav this dis- 
tinction eonferred on him. He reminded them, how- 
ever, of his intended visit to New Zsaland, that he 
would leave Sydney about the end of January, and 
would probably remain in New Zealand for three 
or four months, and it would therefore be necessary 
to hav the foundation-stone of their hall laid some 
time in January, if not earlier. 

Mr. John Nullington then moved and Mr. Tye 
seconded, that the hall should be named “The Syd- 
ney Lyceum.” After some discussion the motion 

8 Carried. 

TT was next resolved, on the motion of Messrs J. 
Smith and E. Tye, that the committee of the Aus- 
tralasian Secular Association be requested to make 
the necessary arrangements for a fitting celebration 
of the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone, and 
to undertake the management of the proceedings on 
that occasion. 
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From the Secular Union’s Secretary. 
W. J. Datton, of Kilmer, O., writes us as follows: 


-Your encouraging letter of the 13th was duly received. 
. . « I never fail to ‘‘ bear testimony " to the truth of my 
belief on ail proper occasions, especially when there is a 
chance of aiding the cause by it. . . . 

This is a rural district, with no town of eny size near here. 
Farmers as a rule are very conservativ, and while the more 
intelligent portion of them are not believers in orthodoxy, 
yet they do not interest themselvs in Radical thought, and 
do not see the importance of resisting the encroachments of 
the church. Unfortunately it is a fact ihat farmers’ wives 
and daughters are superstitious—much more so than the 
farmers. 

While his family is engaged in revival services John will 
laugh at the ridiculous proceedings; but he never attempts 
to persuade or offer objections, and usually contributes his 
mite when the hat is passed around. When a person openly 


opposes the poputar faith, the female portion of the com. | 
r 


munity regard him as a contemptible specimen of humanity, 
and John says nothing about it. I do not know whether our 
community is a representativ one or not, but I am inclined 
to think it is, to some extent at least. However, this was 
our condition two years ago, and is now, except that John 
sometimes ventures to mention his disapproval, and that the 
ladies are not so enthusiastic in their work. This change 

“has been made by hard work by a few Liberals. We hav 
had six Freethought lectures in the community within the 
last two years, and hav succeeded in getting six or eight sub- 
scribers for Liberal papers. You see we are making some 
progress, but I do not believe we can get the requisit number 
to identify themselvs with the movement to make it practi- 
cable for us to organize as an auxiliary to the American Sec- 
ular Union. 

We young people of Elba hav succeeded in 
"keeping up a social organization which damages the church 
very much in that locality, and this is the best we hope to 
do at present. : 

This letter is not only interesting, but instructiv, 
as showing the three chief methods of educating peo- 
ple up to the necessity of resisting the encroachments 
of the church, viz, Freethought lecturers, Free- 
thought literature, and social organization of “the 
young people.” The last of these three methods, 
social organization, cannot be dwelt on too persist- 
ently by those of us who hav the aims and principles 
of the American Secular Union at heart. If state 
Secularization is ever to wage a really successful 
battle against the encroachmenis of the church, its 
forces must be trained, not alone in intellectual, but 
also in emotional warfare. The dictum of Lord 
Chesterfield has always been, and probably always 
wil be true—that men are swayed, not by théir 
reason, but by their impulses. And, however much 
we Secularists may pride ourselvs on the logie of our 
position, the fact remains that, when we win converts, 
we do Ro because we instinctivly appeal to an emo- 
tion which ig so universal in the human heart as to 
rank among the great passions—the desire to grow 
toward our intellectual and spiritual ideals, unchecked 
by human dictatorship. The protest against those 
religious bigots who would deprive us of our right 
to this unhampered growth toward the light is a 
noble protest, and should, if rightly presented, hav 
the sympathy of all young people whose hearts are 

_ aflame with the longing to act some worthy part in 
the battles of life. It is natural and beautiful in the 
young to crave a chance for heroic action. And their 
enthusiasm is one of the great moving forces of the 
world. 

American Secular Unionists, what are you doing, 
practically, to recruit our army from these coming 
heroes and heroins ? Ina C. Crappocg, 

Cor. Sec. American Secular Union. 


_— to 


C. B. Heynolds's Lecture Trip in the Cold, 
Cold North. 


I was at Lynden, Whatcom county, Wash., Febru- 
ary 14th, 15th, 16th. Whatcom county occupies the 
extrems northwest corner of Washington, and covers 
some two thousand square miles of territory, most of 
which is comparativly level and densely wooded. 
When cleared the soil is found to be very fertil and 
highly productiv. 

Lynden is within a few miles of the border— 
* British, yer know "—and about twenty miles north 
by northeast of the city of Whatcom. It is on the 
right bank of the wild Nooksack river. A steam- 
boat runs from Whatcom to Lynden, but on account 
of uncertainty of time of starting the stage carrying 
the mail is most patronized. 

About the only really bad thing in Whatcom 
county is its roads. They are execrable—the rough- 
est of corderoy, or deepest quagmires. In a new 
country, sparsely settled, this is inevitable, but with 
the wonderful influx of population, and magical up- 


rising of flourishing cities, where less than a year ago 
was a dense forest, good plank roads will speedily be 
built, only briefly preceding railroads. 

Lynden is a clean, pretty, thriving little place, 
making solid growth. The real estate fiends hav 
not yet cursed it with & boom. 

It has no saloons, no rowdies, no loafers, no use 
for police, no rows, no robberies. Crime would be 
almost unknown only for the occasional advent of 
rough specimens from the outside world, and the 
very devout with some other man’s rib, e» route to 
the other side of the border. 

The inhabitants are energetic, kindly, and hospi- 
table, happily leavened with a goodly number of gen- 
uin Liberals, who are among the very best and most 
respscied citizens. 

I had hoped for fine weather; but no, on Friday 
evening, the time of my first lecture, the storm king 
was in wildest fury, blowing the snow in blinding 
drifts, while the thermometer fell below zero, some- 
thing unprecedented in this region. Ssiurday 
evening it was much worse, and beyond question the 
most savage, cold windstorm during which I ever 
lectured. It reminded me of that misersble time I 
had in Fall River, Kan., only here the Liberals were 
Liberals, and alive. They had engaged the Opera 
House for the lectures, and it was clean, woll warmed 
and lighted. It is s very handsome hail, well fitted 
up, with capacious gallery, good stage, etc; the finest 
Opera House, for a plase the sizo of Lynden, in the 
state, and its proprietor is a Liberal. 

There was quite & good attendance of men. Even 
the women, who scorned to yield to Mrs. Grundy, 
had to yield to rude Boreas. It was expected Sun- 
day afternoon would end the storm, but it did not. 
Yet despite the very worst weather conceivable, we 
had a grand, good, enjoyable time, and very much of 
enthusiasm was enkindled by the lectures. Thirteen 
signed the constitution of the Washington Secular 
Union and paid six months’ dues in advance. They 
then elected C. M. Tobiassen as vice-president, to be 
tha executiv officer and representativ of the state 
society at Lynden. He isa young man of education, 
unblemished reputation, fearlessly independent, yet 
modest and genial. 

On Sunday afternoon we organized the Lynden 
Secular Union. The following officers were elected 
by written ballots without nominations: president, 
Frank O'Neil; vice-president, I. F. Miller ; secretary, 
C. M. Tobiassen; treasurer, W. Lauckhart. They 
also elected an executiv, an educational, and a social 
committee. 

To R. A. Brown, the indefatigable and self-sacrific- 
ing worker for Liberalism, I was under especial obli- 
gations. While all were kindness itself, he excelled 
in endeavors to offset the unpleasant weather by 
insuring me every comfort. 

l should hav had twice as many names for mem- 
bership of the state organization had it been possi- 
ble for those at & distance to hav been present. But 
the gathering them in is confided to Vice-president 
Tobiassen. The work could not be in better hands. 

After the lecture and completion of the organiza- 
tion on Sunday afternoon, I had to go to Roeder, 
about six miles southeast. The roads for wagons or 
horseback were impassable, so friends R. A. Brown and 
J. A. Delander accompanied me as guides, and car- 
ried my heavy grip. Snowdrifts were away up over the 
fences, but with light hearts and merry speech we 
trudged and waded through, reaching Nooksack a 
little after 6 r.m. The Roeder school-house, where 
the lectures were advertised for, is on the other side 
of the river, and although the weather was greatly 
modersted from what it was at Lynden, yet it took a 
good deal of courage to face the savage, freezing 
blast crossing the river. But on arrival we found 
the house warm and brilliantly lighted, and our tired 
feeling sll dispelied by the hearty greeting of the 
friends, D. E. Rice, one of the most highly re- 
spected citizens of the county, despite his pronounced 
Infidelity ; Dr. J. W, Bell, the scholarly physician, 
and ever-genial Chas. Shea, Jr., a worthy son of his 
ever-jolly, generous-hearted sire. Some anxiety was 
arising lest the severe weather should hav prevented 
my keeping the appointment. Friend Rice had, on 
receipt of my letters, gone at once to work. The 
sickness of his son and the severe storm crippled his 
efforts, but he had secured ten good members to the 
Washington Secular Union, and the friends elected 
Dr. J. W. Bell vice-president for Roeder. 

I delivered three lectures, and on the last night 
organized the Roeder Secular Union, and they elected 
D. E. Rice president, and Charles Shea, Jr., secretary, 
and adjourned to meet on the first Sunday in March 
to elect the balance of the officers, committees, and 
adopt by-laws, etc. I shall be glad when the time 
comes to again visit Roeder. 

On my return trip I took passage from Whatcom 
to Seattle on the steamer Skagit Chief. When about 
four miles from Seattle, at 8 o'clock in the morning, 
she was run into by the steamer Evangel, and two- 
thirds of her larboard side above the hull smashed 
to splinters. 

It is astonishing how the pious shook with fear, 
and rushed and scrambled for life-preservers. Evi- 
dently they had more real faith and hope in cork, or 


even, ag it proved in some cases, a life-preserver 
stuffed with straw, than they had in their God. 

Ié looked, for a few minutes, as though the end of 
the Jersey blasphemer had come, but it seems I am 
not to be knocked out by any evangel afloat or 
ashore, go I am working zeslously for the practical 
organization of the Liberals of Washington that 
their power for good may be recognized, and ail unite 
in keeping the flag above the eross. 

I expect to open office and headquarters next week. 
On Monday I take a trip to New Castle among the 
coal miners, and am expecting a rousing good time, 
and a large list of members to the Washington Secu- 
lar Union. 

I shall lecture, when required, anywhere in the 
state, but letters addressed to me at headquarters, 
Sixth Street Hall, 1,526 Sixth street, Seattle, Wash., 
will be sure of prompt reply. C. B. Reynoxps, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
— ———49—8——— —————— 


Freethought in Sweden. 


During the imprisonment of Victor Lennstrand, 
Mr. Henry V. Berghell has taken upon himself the 
duty of traveling Infidel preacher, and intends to giv 
lectures and hold Secular “revival meetings” in va- 
rious cities of Sweden, while Captain Thomson, A. 
Hentzer, a Swedish lawyer, and the poet E. Hellberg 
will keep things interesting for the orthodox in 
Stockholm. 

The Stockholm Fresthinkers’ Christmas celebration 
was a decided success. Music, speeches, and singing 
made up the program. The large hall, vestibule, and 
stairway were filled with people, many of whom for 
the first time in their life listened to a Secular Ohris- 
mas service, and when the echo of the lsst words of 
“ Ottesangen,” “Our greeting! Bright time of 
truth,” eomposed by E. Hellberg, slowly died away, 
there were tears in many an eye. The second day 
after Christmas the Sunday-school had its “tree,” 
two tall spruces, which fairly groaned under the 
weight of small packages and over a hundred bright 
lights. 

"Nar Year’s day Oaptain Thomson gave a lecture, 
* The New Emancipation.” 

Des. 12, 1889, a complaint signed by Mesars. 
Henry V. Berghell, E. Heilberg, F. Rahm, Lindenau, 
snd Hentzer, on behalf of the Utiliska Samfund, was 
Bent to ihe minister of justice requesting him to 
show justice toward Lennstrand. The complaint 
states that the lecture on “God,” for which Lenn- 
strand is now imprisoned, has been printed and pub- 
lished; that the “impious” passages were read 
November 3d at the protest-meeting by Mr. H. V. 
Berghell; that the lecture in full was delivered by 
Mr. A. Henizer December ist, and that none of these 
gentlemen hav been prosecuted, hence the liberation 
of Lennsirand is called for. Tie answer of the big- 
oted rainister was, “‘God’ can be delivered no 
more.” 

Mr. Lennstrand himself is compslled to content 
himself in prison. Yet he has hia pleasant surprises 
even there. He received on New Year's day, besides 
numerous letters and telegrams from friends, both 
at home and abroad, an autograph album containing 
the greetings and congratulations of one hundred 
and thirty Swedish Freethinkers, and from a coun- 
try minister of the gospel of ‘‘love your enemies,” a 
letter from which I subjoin the following extract, 
taken from Fritänkaren : 

It is with utmost pleasure that I hear you hav succeeded 
in procuring so excellent and suitable a home, in which J 
hope you will remain until judgment day arrives. Then you 
hav done what is worse than murder—robbery and theft. 
You hav disturbed the peace and led astray souls of poor 
human beings. 

Fritänkaren No. 2 contains among other good 
things an excellent poem, “Sta Stach” (stand firm), 
by Isodore K.; a letter from the Norwegian Rational- 
istic writer snd poet, Bjornstjerne Bjornson, in 
which he reads the text to a minister, Friend Breen, 
because the latter at the funeral of a Freethinker 
quoted the words of St. Matthew, “ He that believeth 
shall be saved, he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
All honor to Mr. Bjornson, and shame and despisal on 
that Christian pulpit-pounder. It contains, too, a 
short biography of the late Horace Seaver, an 
announcement of President Westbrook's * Manual," 
and an article, “What Do They Say Abroad?” in 
which a synopsis is given of letters received from 
foreign journalists and individual Freethinkers. The 
paper, which appears in a new dress, we heartily 
recommend to our Swedish-American friends. 

It must be a great satisfaction for Ool. R. G. In- 
gersoll to know, that not alone several of his writings 
are translated into Swedish, but that even in that 
far-off land the clergy fear him and as a consequence 
lie about him. For this a small Methodist pulpit- 
pounder, Berg, is severely tuken by his long ears by 
Mr. Lennstrand in the last number of Fritänkaren. 

Sweden is s God-fearing and God-loving land, 
hence its officials, following the example set by the 
Jehovah, delight in self-contradictions. Three courts 
find V. Lennstrand guilty of blasphemy, while a 
fourth and higher court decides he has not committed 
this crime. Then the church authorities, taking 
their stand on a funny old paragraph in a still fun- 
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nier law of 1873, refuse to erase Lennstrand’s name 


from the member-list of the state church. Perhaps 
the reason for this strange refusal may be sought in 
the fact that ihe church needs a few honest members 
to keep up her reputation, hence cannot spare sven 
an outspoken Atheist. And to cap the climax, the lect- 
ure, “Why I Am Hostil Toward Christianity," for 
which Lennsirand has received nine months’ impris- 
onment, and which is prohibited in four cities, among 
these Stockholm, has been delivered in this city by 
Mr. E. Hellberg, and the authorities hav not troubled 
this gentleman any more than they hav the sale of 
the printed copies of the same lecture. 

The Stockholm branch of Utiliska Samfundet 
has taken a very important step. February 2d an 
address to Lennstrand, signed by Messrs. O. Thom- 
gon and A. Hentzer on behalf of three hundred mem- 
bers present, was written. In the address, which is 
a protest against the imprisonment of Lennstrand, 
occurs the following passage: “ We will openly tes- 
tify that we fully agree with you in your belief and 
that we are ready to publish it to the whole world, 
and we will to à man demand that the legal and spir- 
itual authorities, the true guardians of superstition 
and falsehood, shall either punish us with you or also 
desist from persecuting you.” Similar addresses are 
to be issued by the other local branches, and when 
all hav arrived at Stockholm they are to'be forwarded 
to the great-little king. Our brethren evidently 
mean business. May the spirit and shadow of Util- 
iska Samfundet never grow less in quality or quan- 
tity. G. N. 


— ——————— —— 


Our London Letter. 


The new president of the National Secular Society 
bears no love for Christians and their creed, and 
will use his utmost endeavors to concentrate all the 
forces of the Fresthough$ party in a fierce and persist- 
ent attack on their position. It will be, as far as he 
ean make it, war to the knife—no merey wiil be 
shown snd none expected. His plans for the future 
are not yet fully divulged, but there is every reacon 
to believe they hav bsen well thought out, and it he 
is well supported by other Freethinkers, Christianity 
will ere long hav a severe blow which will accelerate 
its downward progress more speedily than ever. 
For the past few yoars there appears to hav been no 
wellsustained series of attacks, and it was hoped 
and believed by the orthodox party that militant 
Atheism was gradually dying out. Jt will be speedily 

discovered that such is not the case, and a rude 
awakening is not so very far off as some may hsv 
thought. Academic Freethought has not been appar- 
ently so efficacious in killing the superstition s8 
might hav been wished. It hae certainly modified 
belief in the doctrin of damnation and other like 
pleasant theories, but it only apperis to the educated 
classes, and fails to resch those who hav but littie 
time and opportunity for metaphysical studies. For 
these the Atheism of the Freethinker is more appro- 
priate, being more easily understood and appes!ing 
more forcibly to their grade of intelligence. The 
masses Will always better appreciate forcible, straight- 
forward language, going direct to the point, in show- 
ing the absurdities and contradictions of the Bible, 
than learned disquisitions on the logos. No doubt 
this is much to be deplored, but so it is, and must 
be made the best. of. 

There will soon be a fierce struggle between Free- 
thought and Roman Catholicism for the possession of 
the minds of the great artisan class, and it behooves 
Freethought to be up and doing, so as to be fuliy 
prepared to counteract the insidious attacks of the 
Romanists. These latter are well drilled in the art 
of proselyting, and are ready to assume any guise 
and form to gain their ends. Their power and num- 
bers appear to be greatly increasing in so-called 
Protestant countriss, more especially in the English- 
speaking races; in Asia they make little or no hesd- 
way. As dissenters get more "respectable" they 
tend toward the retreat of the Episcopalian church, 
which sgain leans toward Rome, and there is situated 
the bitter and implacable enemy of civil and religious 
liberty. The ultimate result is by no means doubt- 
ful, but there will be bard fighting before the pope 
and his myrmidons are finally crushed out of exisi- 
ence. ‘The centuries of injustice to Ireland hav well 
aided the Catholie church, and in consequence of 
this injustice the Irish cling all the closer to their 
creed and its priests. The race is extremely prolific, 
and the children are carefully trained in the faith of 
their parents, from which they rarely revert. The 
diabolical land laws in the “ Green Isle” will yet 
cause much misery in England and the States, owing 
to the advantage taken by the Catholic churcb. 
Though if the prophet Baxter be correct this time, 
and the world comes to an end early next year, wo 
need be under no alarm as to the future conflict. 

Curiously enough, the belief in faith-hesling is 
greatly discredited by the press, religious and other- 
wise, and itis no uncommon thing to find a professed 
believer in the Bible deriding those who aet up io 
the instructions given by the “apostle” James onthe 
treatment of disease. 

Messrs. J. M. Robertson and Sam. Standring are 
giving a course of Sunday evening lectures at the 
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ill-fated Claremont Hall, though, up the present, they 
hav not proved a financial success. It certainly 
speaks well for men who giv their time, money, and 
brains, continuously working for a cause in which 
they believe. If Freethought was only taught be- 
cause it paid, like supernatural religion, we should 
hav very little of it, and even the very name would 
cease tc exist; it ig & poor game as a epecvlation, 
and many oi the lecturers snd writers for the cause 
must, at times, feel very disheartened. There is no 
prospect of making a competency here, and no re- 
ward hereafter. They hav all the pains and penal- 
ties, and none of the inducements of the Galilean 
fisherman to preach what is distasteful to the multi- 
tude. J. D. 
oOo M 
Atheism and Agnosticism. 


To rae Eprror or Tug TaurH Szrxer, Sir. I 
esteem your paper a very valuable one in our search 
after knowledge through investigation, particularly 
on the subject of immortality ; hence among your 
subscribers you hav many Spiritualists, among which 
elase I may be enumerated. 


him to cast his vote in favor of the same. 
cost but little trouble and a two-cent stamp. 


4, Drop final me in words like programme. Thus spell program, 


oriflam, gram, ete, 


5. Change p^ to fin words like phantom, telegraph, phase, eto. 


Thus spell alfabet, paragraf, filosofy, fonetis, fotograf, etc. 


6. Substitute e for the diphthongs @ and œ when they hav the 


round of that letter, Thus spell eolian, esthetic, diarrhea, sub- 


pena, e'ofagus, atheneum, etc. 


N. B. No change in proper names. 


. Now, all persons, men and women, who appreciate 
the need cf a simpler mode«f spelling than we now 


hav, should write a few lines to the member cf Con- - 
gress from their distriet, or section of country, aek- 
ing him to specially examin Mr. Lawler's resolution 
in favor of using, in government printing, short 


spellings for certsin classes cf words, and requesting 
This will 


Petitions in favor of the resolution are being circu- 


lated, which hav the following preamble: 


To the Senate and House of Representativs, in Congress 


assembled: Your petitioners would respectfully represent 
that our present American orthography, though much im- 
proved within the last hundred years, is cumbersome, illog- 
ical, unhistorical, and misleading; that millions of dollars 
are wasted, each year, in writing and printing unnecessary 
letters, while the progress of our children in their education 


is greatly retarded by the difficulties in the way of learning 
to spell. Your petitioners recognize the fact that, in the 
future, as in the past, changes in our written language must 
be made by gradual steps. The modifications herein sug- 
gested hav the indorsement of the highest scholarship in the 
land, and, if adopted, would serve as an entering wedge for 
the introduction of other reforms. Your petitioners believe, 
moreover, that these changes should be made at once in the 
printing done for the government; and they therefore pray 
that your honorable body wiil adopt the following resolu- 


The writer a few days since was surprised by some 
one in your paper making the assertion thet Agnos- 
ticism and Atheism were one in mesning. Never 
was theres greater blunder. The Agnostic modestly 
asserts, I do not know, but am open to conviction. 
The Atheist with great assurance asserts what is im 
possible from his standpoint to know—that there is 


no immortality for man, end thus stultifies himself. 

To the remarkg of many jeering Atheists Spiritual- 
ists as a general matter hold it unnecesssry to reply 
further than to state that Spiritualism is the out- 
growth of science and has a scientific basis and when 
freed from the fraud of tramping charlstans is per- 
fectly demonstrable. 

How many thousands of years the terrific peala of 
thunder must hav rolled on the mounts of Horeb, 
Sinai, and otber jands ere Franklin with his kite or 
Morse with hia wires utilized a once terrific element as 
an agent of intelligence in illumination or the torn- 
ing of a domestic sevwing-machine! 

Yes, I am a Spiritualist, and at the same time a 
Materislist of the most enduring fiber. Some Spirit- 
uslista with s predisposition to Mosaie and Christian 
imaginings may, and do, work themseivs into ancient 
Bible absurdities, but as a class we can join heartily 
in the humor of Brother Hesion’s pictures. D. B. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

— o 


Lincoln’s Religion. 


I lived for about twenty-six years in Springfield, 
IlL, and was well acquainted with Abreham Lincola. 
I was present at a meeting previous to the ceisbrated 
Lincoln-Dougies debate when Lincoln was expected 
to define his position in respect to elavery. The 
baud, of which I was leader, played a piece, and the 
speaker was introduced. In the cœarse of his 
remarks, pointing with outstreiched arm to the sen- 
ier of the floor, he paused a moment, and then said: 
* Wo will suppose a bucket of shot to be standing ou 
the floor. In tha bottom of the bucket is a stick of 
wood. The stick, being the tighter substauce, right- 
fully belongs at the top, but the weight of the shat, 
if left undisturbed, will in all probability keep the 
stick in the same position for alltime. Butif you 
shake the bucket and agitate the shot, the stick will 
eventually come to the top. Truth will prevail.” 

Shorily after the meeting referred to I chanced to 
be talking with Lincoln, and quizzingly inquired how 
he could reconciles this and similar utterances with 
holy writ. Without committing himself, he inquired 
if I had read Gregg’s “Creed of Christendom.” I 
informed him that I had not. “Thon,” said he, 
“read that book and perhaps you may ascertain my 
views about truth prevailivg." I never conversed 
with Lincola sfierward, but I obtained the book, 
which I keep treasured in my library. I am well 
sonvineed that no man who is used to weighing evi- 
dence, especially of Liasoln’s humane and unbiased 
disposition, e&n read the book in question without 
iruth coming to the surface. Epwarp BUTLER. 

Lyons, Kan., Jan. 16, 1890 

> 


Reformed Spelling. 


On January 13th, a definit resolution looking 
toward amended spelling was introduced into the 
House of Representative by the Hon. Frank Lawler, 
of Illinois, which is so modest and sensible that ib 
deserves to ba thoroughly considered and urged to 
an immediate passage. 

The resolution is as follows: 


Resolved. by the House of Representativs (the Senate con- 
curring), That the public printer be and is hereby directed, 
in all work for Congress and for the departments begun after 
passage of this resolution, to adopt the followivg rules for 
amended spellings, except in educational and other works 
where a different orthography may be required : 


1. Drop ue at the end of words like dialogue, catalogue, ato. 
where the preceding vowel is short. Thus spei] demagog, epilog, 
synagog, etc. When the preceding vowel is long, as in prorog£ue, 
vogna, disembogus, retain final letters as at present. , 

2. Drop final ein euch words as definite, infinite, favorite, ete 
when the preceding vowel is Short. Thus spell opposit, preterit, 
hypoorit, requisit, ete. When the preceding vowel is long; as in 
polite. finite, unite, etc., retain present forms unchanged. 

3, Drop final te in words like quartette, ooquette, cigarotte, eto. 
Thus spell cigaret, roget; epaulet, videt, gazet, etc. 


Ta. 
corted to 2 large hall, where he had fine audiences for three 
nights. 


tion, which was offered in the House of Representativs, 
Jan. 18, 1890. Then follows the resolution above printed. 


a 
Lectures and Meetings. 
Tux lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club on Friday even- 


ing, March 14th, will be by Mr. Augustus A. Levey, on 


“ The Eventa cf 1923, Chap. I.” 


A PunLIO reception was given W. F. Jamieson at Holstein, 
He was greeted at the depot by a brass band and es- 


He next went to Carroll, Ia., where he is to lecture 
several nights. Address at Des Moines, Ia. i 
— o 


The Brotherhood of Moralists. 


The foliowing is a report of the work done by the propa- 
ganda committee of the Brotherhood of Moralists at Hanni- 
bal, Mo., in January, 1890: 


BEORETARY'S REPORT. 


Number of members at last repOrt.........ccecescseseesseeseeee 809 
e s « enrolled during month................ 89 
Total enrolled.........cceseccsssscenesecsses eeeeeseeens 841 


Those enrolled this month are: From Idaho, 17; Ohio, 5; 
Georgia, 4; New York, 4; Michigan, 2; Colorado, 2; Indi- 
ana, 2; New Jersey, 1; Arizors, 1; Wisconsin, 1. 

F. H. Rav, Sec. 
TREABURER'S REPORT. 
Balance on hand, January 1st.............. e eee $6 
Received from John L. Moore, Illinois, and Copley 
Cottrell, Micbigan, each, $1.00 
J. G. Hertwig, District of Columbia; Wm. Mathews, 
Indiana, and J. D. Berger, Indiana, each, fifty 
Ceni8.. eese ennt O—— Á ^ 
E. P. Lawton, New York 


75 


IILL€LLEX2MDPP 


Mailing constitutions, etc 


$6 90 
A. R. Avnzs, Treas. 


Bálance;... eec eos eve e etes sehn aa eva ARTER 


The following is a report of the work done by the propa- 
ganda committee of the Brotherhood of Moralists at Hanni- 
bal, Mo., last month, February, 1890: 

SEORETARY’S REPORT. . 

The number of members enrolled during the month was 52. 
From Massachusetts, 1; Indiana, 1; Maryland, 1; New Mex- 
ico, 4; Missouri, 5; Ohio, 5; Idaho, 6; Texas, 10; Dakota, 3; 
Tennessee, 4; California, 3; New York,9. Fifty-two mem- 
bership certificates were issued during the month. The 
total number of members on the last day of the month was 


893. F. H. Rav, Secretary. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Balance from last report.. ... «see eeeee eene nente $6 90 
REOEIPTB. 
Thos. Weaver, Indiana............... een 10 


Ida and J. W. Swaysgood, Indiana. ............ 
Mrs. Wortman, Colorado. ................ eee 
A. B. Graham, Michigan..... 
H. L. Baker, Michigan........ 
W. A. Wilkins, Michigan 
A. E. Smith, Ohio... n 


EXPENDED. 
Mailing constitutions, membership certificates, etc. .... 


Total 
Balance in treasury............. 

Since November ist we hav enrolled 167 members at & 
cost of $13.40. The committee’s services are gratuitous. 
Donations to the propaganda fund are needed very much 
just now. A. R. Axnzs, Treasurer. 


——— eto _ 


You can hardly convince a man of an error in a 
lifetime, but must content yourself with the refles- 
tion that the progress of science is slow. If he is 
not convinced, his grandchildren may be. Ths geol- 
ogists tell us that it took one hundred years to 
prove that fossils are organic, and one hundred end 
fifty more, fo prove that they are not to be referred 
to the Noachian deluge.— Thoreau. 


166 


iHn EHO TH SEEKER, MARCH 15, 1880. 


rr na er RE ——— — — —— ——————————————————————Ó9—— — SS ——J—— mm M— 


Women's Rights, 


Women hav norights peculiar to themselvs. Each 
individual woman has the sams rights as each indi- 
vidual man. Naither sex oan be properly entitled 
to any special privilege or advantage. Neither can 
claim any benefit denied to the other, or be bound to 
the performance of a duty not cbligatory upon both. 

The equality of the whole human rase is the foun- 
dation on whish must be erected the aquality of all 
human rights and responsibilities. 

An arbitrary distinction has been made by which 
men are supposed to be superior to women in phys- 
ical and mental power. The higher occupations in 
life hav been allotted to the male, the lower to the 
female. Personal qualifications are ignored or sought 
to be obliterated if they do not correspond with our 
ideas of what is becomivg in the sex. Having made 
the distinction we creste a difference to justify if. 
We educate up or down to the standard we hav our- 
telvs set up. We do not cultivate in the individual 
she characteristics mosi capable of being utilized for 
the general good, but those we fancy most appropri- 
ate for the sex to which that individual belongs. 

This is a system which we hav inherited from the 
Dark Ages. It had its origin in the necessities of 
savage existence which made men masters and women 
slaves. It was continued under the indorsement of 
a savage theology which constituted man the repre- 
sentativ of a tyrant divinity who chose through him 
to reveal his will to woman. But now the light .of 
truth is dispelling the darkness. The rights of 
women are freely spoken of, and to some extent as- 
serted, but before they san ba established on a solid 
basis we must recognize that they do not differ from 
the rights of men. We must admit each individual 
` to the position his or her personal qualifications 
render suitable, irrespectiv of sex or any other gesi- 
dent of birth. š 

We hav made great progress in this direction dar- 
ing the last few years. A woman is no longer eon- 
demned to be a pauper ora slave. She is no longer 
necessitated, because she is a womsn, to depend 
upoa mau for support. Many occupations in life 
are open $o her. SHI in almost every case she is 
placed at a disadvantage. Her labor may be as pro- 
ductiv as a man’s, but she is generally compelled to 
- Bell it cheaper. She is allowed a voies on some pub- 

He questions, but denied it on others, only on aceount 
of her Bex. This is unjust and inconsistent. It is 
in opposition to the general good. It resulis from 
combating sipgly the eifecis of an erroneous ides, 
instead of eradicating the idea itself. 

Whether men are willing to admit i$ or not— 
whether women generally desire ib or not—the time 
has almost arrived when all political rights will be 
enjoyed by both sexes equally. The never-varying 
tendency of progress is to remove clase qualifications 

to the full privileges of citizenship. The qualifica- 
tion of sex is doomed to go, as other qualifications 
hav gone. One man’s vote is as good as another's. 
It counts the same whether he be a sage or a fool. 
Unless we maintain that all women aro intellectually 
inferior to the male voter of the lowest menial condi- 
tion, we cannot eonsistenily draw a gex line as a 
. limit of voting power. It is well to accept the inev- 
itable and wise to prepare for it. It is not wise to 
unfit those for the uso of power who must come inio 
its possession. In many plases women voters will 
constitute a majority. It is suicidal policy for men 
to bind that majority into a class with interests dif- 
fering from and opposit to their own. Yet this is 
what we are doing by making artificial distinctions 
between the sexes in education, occupation, and 
social life. 

We begin the mischief early. We try to shape the 
ideas snd to fashion the behavior of s child accord- 
ing to a model we consider becoming in its ex. And 
in this the female gets al! the worstof it. We sllow 
the boy’s character to form according to its nature, 
plucking up, perhaps, where we can, ill weeds that 
spring around it. We foroa the girl inte a mold of 
our own construction and train her for the artificial, 
meaningless, useless thing that habit and a corrupt 
morality springing from a false religious training hav 
led us to consider “proper” in women. 

All educational establishments in which the sexes 
are separated, or in which provision is made for the 
instruction of one sex only, tend to perpetuate the 
evil. From the primary school to -the university 

inelusivly all classes should be open to both sexes 
together and taught by professors of either sex, 
selected without reference to any considerations but 
their ability to teach. All professions, offices, and 
employments should be equally open to every com- 
potent person. All political rights should be equally 
enjoyed by every individual. It isa wicked mockery 
to oppose the introduction of an element as hysterical 
when we do our best to train it to be go. 

But it is not in childhood only that we develop 
female weakness where we should cultivate human 
strength. Nor is it only in public life that we debar 
women from a position for which we hav done our 
utmost fo disqualify them. We carry the same prin- 
ciple into our social relations and nurture its ill fruit 
to the end. We daily hear of conduct that is called 


“improper” in women. 
same conduct be proper in men. We invent a fan- 
tastic eode of morality which no man but a monk or 
a lying hypoerit ever professed to adopt for his own 
guidance and expect the noblest and broadest- 
minded women to follow it. Men pretend to believe 
women to be different from what they know they are. 
Women carry on the farce besause they hsv been Jed 
to consider appearing different from what they know 
themselvs to be the “proper” object of their exist- 
ence. 

Women who are, as Count Foseo declared them 
all to bo, “grown-up children,” are so in most in- 
stances because their physical, moral, and mental 
energies hav been stunted by this false training. If 
a puppy's growth is stopped by the forcible admin- 
istration of alcohol, he is not to be blamed if he 
never becomes s noble dog, but remains all his days 
a weak little animal, without the power of protect- 
ing himself in the ordinary casualties of canine ex- 
istence. If a young girl’s mind is inoculated with 
the false propristies of an artificial society, only by 
the strength of an innate guard and powerful human 
nature can ske ever expel the poison from her sys- 
tem and become a true, good woman of common 
sense and sound judgment. What powerful drug 
ean purge her of all the hypoerisy and deceit, the 
affectation and cant, that hay vitiated her system ? 
What tonic strengthen her will and energies to do 
right in a straightforward, legitimate way when they 
hav been constantly trained to outwardly bend to 
those of others, and gain their own enda by trickery? 
What exercise develop the good points in her nature, 
when that nature has been so long buried beneath a 
mass of artificiality that its features are no longer 
recognizable, and she has almost forgotten the date 
of its funeral and the spot that was its grave? 

Yeh there is so much good in humanity that many 
noble, honorable women hav delivered themselvs 
from the chains that ages of tyranny bound around 
their sex. They hav braved the monster custom 
that, too long, kept them in awe. They hav con- 
temptuously brushed away the venom that his many 
heads of false religions, false moralities, and false 
proprieties spat upon their skirts. They hav left the 
old serpent gnashing his filthy fangs in the dirt from 
which he sprung. Grand, gloricus, beautiful women 
these! Their grandeur is not in queenly robes, but 
elevated thoughts. Their glory is not in bright 
ccronets nor sparkling jewels, but in the liberty that 
they hav won for themselvs, and are winning for 
their oppressed and degraded sisters. Their beauty, 
unlike that of mere form and feature, is imperishable, 
for the sun of equality, which will one day shine on 
sli, has first touched their faces with its morning 
beams, and gilded them with its own bright light 
of immortal truth and justice. 

And when such women ask to be heard in affairs 
of siate and nation, they are asking for that which is 
fresly given to unlettered rusties and degraded 
brutes, if only they were the shape of men. They 
are asking for justice, and is cannot long be denied 
them. They will win it for themselvs and for all 
their gex. They will win it, and they will keep it, 
for the prize so hardly fought for, and so long with- 
held, will not be lightly lost. 

We hear loud boasts of the freedom of mankind, 
and sometimes flatter ourselvs that the prize is within 
our grasp. We hav not even reached the spot where 
the foundation-stone of the temple of liberty must be 
laid. Not in the valley of despond, darkened by the 
evil shadow of the churches, may we hope to build it. 
Not where the teaching of s dying religion is believed, 
which would silence the voice of woman for good 
abroad, and sompel her to remain in ignorance, or 
receive knowledge filtered through the brains of 
man. The bright sun of nature could not gild its 
towers in such a spot. Its walls would sink into the 
marshy ground formed by a corrupt mass of rotten 
tyrannies. On the mountain's summit must we lay 
the corner-stone of human freedom. It must be the 
“ity over hill-tops, which cannot be hid,” and the 
mountain to be made glorious must be that which 
long-denied justice is raising before our eyes in 
this our day—the equal rights of men and women. 

E. J. Bowrett. 


—— 9 ————— 
The Catholic Church and the Bible. 

Did Helen M. Gardener utter “a clear-cut false- 
hood" when she said that the Catholie church does 
not allow its people to read the Bible? Such is the 
charge made sgainst her by the editor of the Press 
Register, of Newark, N. J., who cites papal authority 
in favor of allowing Catholics to read, not the heret- 
ical and corrupted translations of the holy book, 
but the authorized Catholic versions. 

In 1855 Father Chiniquy, pastor of a church at St. 
Anne, Ill., whose members were Canadian, Belgian, 
and French immigrants, was summoned to appear 
before Bishop O'Regan, of Chicago, and answer the 
charge of distributing Bibles and Testaments among 
= flock. Chiniquy confessed that the charge was 

rue. 

“And instead of blushing at such unpriestly con- 
duct, you seem to be proud of it,” angrily replied 


the bishop. 


4 
That is impossible if the 


“I do not understand, my lord,” said Chiniquy, 
* why a priest of Ohrist should blush for distribut- 
ing the word of God among his people." 

“ This is sheer Protestantism,” said the bishop. 

* My dear bishop,” replied the priest, “if to giv 
the Bible to a people and invite them to read and 
meditate on it, is Protestantism, then our holy pope 
Pius VI. was s good Protestant, for in his letter to 
Martini, which is probably in the first pages of the 
beautiful Bible I see on your lordship’s table, he not 
only blesses him for having translated that holy 
book into Italian, but invites the people to read it.” 

The bishop, assuming an air of supreme contempt, 
replied: * Your answer shows. your complete igno- 
rance cn the subject. If you were a little better in- 
formed you would know that the translation by 
Martini, which the pope advised the Italian people 
to rend, formed s work of twenty-three big volumes 
in folio, which, of course, nobody, except very rich 
and idle people, could read. Not one in ten thou- 
sand Italians has the means of purchasing such a 
voluminous work; and not one in fifty thousand has 
the time or the will to peruse such a mass of endless 
commentaries. The pope would never hav given ad- 
vice to read the Bible, such as the one you distribute 
so imprudently.” 

“ My lord,” said Chiniquy, “do you positivly tell 
me that the pope gave permission to read Martini’s 
translation because he knew that the people could 
never get it on account of its enormous size and 
price; and do you assure me that he would never 
hav given such advice had the same people been able 
to purchase and read that holy work ?” 

“Yes, gir. It is what I mean,” answered the 
bishop, “for I know positiviy that this is the fact.” 

“I hope your lordship is mistaken,” said the hum- 
ble priest, “for if you are correct, the stern prin- 
ciples of logic would force me to think and say that 
the pope and all his followers were deceivers, and 
that the encyclical was a public fraud ; for we Cath- 
olie priests make use of it all over the world, and 
reprint it at the head of our own Bibles to make the 
people, both Protestants and Oatholics, believe that 
we spprove of their reading their own versions of 
that holy book.” 

“Now I see the truth of what I hav been told,” said 
the angry bishop, “that you are a disguised Prot- 
estant, since the very day you were ordained a priest. 
The Bible! the Bible! is your motto. For you the 
Bible is everything. and the holy church, with her 
popes and bishops, nothing. What an insolent, 
what a blasphemous word I hav just heard from you! 
You dare to call the encyclical letter of one of our 
most holy popes a fraud ?” 

Father Chiniquy fried to explain, but his bishop 
silenced him saying: “If our holy church bas, in an 
unfortunate day, appointed you one of her priests in 
my diocese, it was to preach her doctrins, and not to 
distribute the Bible. If you forget that, I will make 
you remember it.” 

With this threat on the hesd of the humble priest 
he withdrew. The above account of the interview is 
copied verbatim from Chiniquy’s ‘Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome,” 35th edition 1889, pages 614-616. 

The struggle between the bishop and the priest 
resulted in the transfer of Bishop O'Regan by the 
pope, to a diocese extinct more than 1.200 years ago, 
called * Dora" But he consoled himself for his 
misfortune by taking away with him hundreds of 
thousands of dollars that he had fraudulently ac- 
quired as bishop of Illinois, with which he established 
a bank in Ireland, where he died in 1865. It was 
not for forbidding Chiniquy to distribute Bibles that 
the bishop was removed, but on account of his gen- 
eral rascalities. 

Chiniquy remained faithful to his church for three 
years longer. He wrote his submission to O'Regan's 
successor, Bishop Smith, of Dubuque, promising “ to 
obey the authority of the church according to the 
word and commandments of God as we find them 
expressed in the gospel of Christ." Theunsuspecting 
bishop accepted the submission, saying: “How 
happy I am to aee this submission. How happy the 
pope and all the bishops of the United States will be 
to hear it, for we feared that both you and your peo- 
ple would separate from the church by refusing to 
submit to her authority.” 

Ohiniquy promised to be a more faithful priest 
than ever and all was peace between him and his 
church. But by and by a critical Jesuit eye discov- 
ered that the submission was not what the church 
required. OChiniquy was summoned to Dubuque to 
see his bishop, and the following dialog ensued: 

“Hay you the testimonial letter I addressed to 
you?" 

* Yes, my Lord?" 

“Please show it to me." 

* With pleasure; here it ie.” 

The bishop took it and threw it into the stove. 
Chiniquy tried to save it from the flames, but it was 
too laste. He then said: 

“How can you take from me a document which is 
my property and destroy it without my permission?" 

“T am your superior and hav no account to giv you.” 

“Yes, my lord, you are a bishop and I a poor 
priest; but there is a God in heaven who is as much 


above you as he is above me, and in the presence of 


God I protest against this iniquity." 
“Hav you come here to lecture me?” 


“No, my lord; I hav come at your command, but 
I want to know if it is to insult me, as you hav done, 


that you requested me to come here again ?" 


“I ordered you to come again because you deceived 


me the last time you came here. You gave me an 
act of submission which you know very well is not 
an act of submission. I accepted it then, I reject it 
to-day.” l 

“How can you say I deceived you? The doeu- 
ment was written in good plain English. It is there 
on your table. If you were deceived it was by your- 
self. Read it.” 

* What do you mean, Mr. Chiniquy, by the words, 
‘We submit ourselvs to your authority according to 
the word of God as we find it in the gospel of 
Ohrist ?’” 

“I mean what you see there—that neither I nor 
my people will ever submit ourselvs to anybody, 
except according to the eternal laws of truth, justice, 
and holiness, as we find them expressed in the 
Bible.” 

“Such language is sheer Protestantism. I cannot 
accept such s conditional submission. Giv me one 
in which you simply say you will submit yourselvs to 
my authority and promis to do anything I bid you.” 

“That would be not an act of submission, but of 
adoration. I do absolutely refuse to giv it.” 

“Then you can no longer be a Roman Catholic 
priest.” 

“May God almighty be forever blessed.” 

Thus ended the interview, and Father Chiniquy 
returned to St. Anne, where on the next Sunday he 
narrated the facts to his congregation in a sermon 
two hours in length, at the conclusion of which every 
one of the thousand persons present signified their 
intention of quitting the church of Rome by rising 
up. That was in 1858, and now Father Ohiniquy, in 
his eighty-first year, has been lecturing in various 
cities, Baltimore, Washington, and Pittsburgh, claim- 
ing that the number of converts he has made from 
Romanism to Protestantism, chiefly through the 
reading of the authorized Catholic version of the 
Bible, is not less than thirty-five thousand. 

His “ Fifty Years in the Church of Rome,” 832 pp., 
price $2, is as entertaining as a novel And among 
other things in it he proves by documentary evidence 
that the assassination of Abraham Lincoln was 
planned and executed by Jesuit priests. Lincoln 
successfully defended Chiniquy in two trials, while 
yet a faithful Roman priest, in 1856—malicious pros- 
acutions instigated by tools of Bishop O'Regan and 
maintained by the testimony of perjured priests. 
And three times did the grateful ex-priest come to 
Washington to warn President Lincoln of the Jesuit 
plot to murder him. Some of the convicted assas- 
sins pretended to be Protestants, but that was only 
a ruse to cover the criminality of the Jesuits who 
planned the murder in the house of Mrs. Surratt. 
And to show how well the Jesuits knew when the 
murder was to take place, a landlord in the Catholic 
town of St. Joseph, Minn., who was a purveyor for 
the priesis, told two of his guests on Friday, April 
14th, at 630 r.m., that Lincoln and Seward were 
assassinated. This was three hours before it hap- 
pened, and the fact of the announcement was noi 
only published at the time, but is now proved by 
the affidavits of the two men to whom it was told, 
and by the unsworn statement of the Catholic land- 
lord who told it, but couldn’t remember who told 
him! ; Borr. 

ooo 
Spiritualistic Phenomena, 

A few days ago I was induced to accompany a 
friend on a visit to the Keeler brothers, residing st 
321 Nostrand avenue, Brooklyn. I found them 
kindly, unassuming people. We made known to 
them that our object was to hav a sitting for slate- 
writing. After some running talk about Spirituslism 
in itg various modes and tenses, the medium, Mr. P. 
L. O. A. Keeler, my friend, and I repaired to an 
adjoining room, in which were a few chairs, and a 
table on which were five or six ordinary school slates. 
My friend was requested to wash all the slates 
thoroughly, and wipe them with a towel. They were 
then a pile under my friend's arm. He was then 
asked to write upon four amall slips of paper taken 
from a pad, the names of those deceased friends with 
whom he wished to communicate, and ask those ques- 
tions abovt which he was seeking information. 
These slips were not read by the medium unless he 
was argus-eyed. They were then each folded ina 
small compass and placed in a heap upon the table. 
He was then directed to take up any two of the slips, 
to hold them in his hand, then to take one of the 
slates, place a small fragment of slate-penocil on it, 
and cover it with another slate. The medium then 
asked for my friend's handkerchief, which I tied 
tightly around the two slates. Up to this point 
Keeler had not touched the slates, and at no time 
the slips of paper. We were then told to hold. itp 
the slates say about a foot above the table, my friend 
and I holding them. Then Keeler also seized the 
slates, when the writing immediately commenced, 


which „was clearly heard.. Soon three raps were 
made, indicating that the writing was finished. I 
was then asked to untie the handkerchief, when to 
my astonished vision appeared two different messages 
neatly covering one of the slates—one from the aunt 
and the other from the father of my friend, they 
being the parties addressed upon the slips which my 
friend held in his hand, signed with their names in 
full at the bottom of the messages, which were fair, 
if not quite complete, answers to the questions 
written on the slips.  : 

T wo other slates were then taken, tied together (a 
fragment of pencil placed between), held up as before 
by all three of us, when louder sounds were made, 
the messages finished, the slatea untied as before 
with two messages written thereon. 

One was from my friend's uncle, and the other from 
his mother, which corresponded with the names and 
auerone writien on the slips held in my friend’s 

and. 

The character of the writings was unlike in them 
all. That which purported to come from the women 
was written in a cramped, delicate style, as is usual 
with old women. That of the men was done in an 
off-hand manner. | 

All this occurred in broad daylight. There was no 
shuffling of slates under or around the table—no 
gymnastics with the feet or legs, a8 was your experi- 
ence. i 

Now, Mr. Editor, I do not know that I shsll hav 
a continued, conscious, personal existence after I hav 
stepped off the edge of the earth, for I hav not had 
that experience yet; neither do I know where I shall 
be, what I shall do or think of, to-morrow, for the 
same reason. Neither do I know that there is in 
England a city of London, and for the same or sim- 
ilar reason. : 

But I do know, if I know anything, that those 
slates were clean and clear of any writing on them 
when placed together and I tied the handker- 
chief around them; I do know they were not 
touched by the medium until they were tied together 
and held up. ` 

I do know that all was done in full view of my 
friend and myself, and that no visible hand, dead or 
glive, did that writing, and I do know, or think I 
know, that if I ever held full possession of my wits, 
the time was then and there. And if if should, 
upon further investigation, turn out thai I was played 
upon by trickery, collusion, or fraud, of any kind, I 
will shut up, lay down my pen, and never take i$ up 
again to describe anything. I will bava guardian 
appointed to look after ma for fear I might be in- 
duced, by mistake, to follow a wagon off some day, 
or walk into & mill.pond and drown. 

` My object in writing this is not to boom Spiritual- 
ism as such, but simply to state the facis as I saw 
them. 

It will not do for the Buchners, the Huxleys, the 
Tyndalls, or any other great men, however large tha 
niche they fill in the temple of fame, to attempt the 
killing of a fact by broadly saying that it is ali frand 
and delusion, that-the phenomena do not occur. Or 
for the great writers on cerebro physiology, with 
its marvelous doctrins of unconscious serebration, 
automatic action, the correlation of thought with 
other forces in the universe, to sit down upon the 
theory of Spiritualism without explaining, or ac- 
counting for, to an inquiring world, how such forces 
can, and do, move af inanimate piece of stone with- 
out physical contact, placed between iwo slates, to 
write an intelligent reply to a question asked. 

As a matter of fact, philosophy has its dreams and 
romances, a8 well as religion, history, and poetry. 
Even science has its dogmas and speculations. The 
fact still stands erect that that which I witnessed 
was 88 much s physically demonsirated reality as 
it is when you receive a telegram that somebody was 
at the other end of the wire. But enough for the 
present. Let us hav more light. Ten Eyox. 

Matteawan, .N. J., Feb. 1, 1890. 


Been to Church. 

This morning I attended church—Campbollite— 
for the first time in ever so long. 

They had sent way off to Pennsylvania and hired 
a new “ pastor,” and as I knew all would be ialking 
of his first sermon, I thought I would go and hear it. 
He isa pleasant and portly-looking man and very 
cordial and friendly-appearing. His text waa “ God 
is Love.” He did not attempt to prove there was s 
God, but took him for granted, and then gave Bible 
proof of his loving kindness—said he created man 
intending him to remain pure and perfect, but man 
was not satisfied. He wanted to know as much as 
God did, and so ate the fruit and fell, and then when 
God could no longer siend the sing and crimes of 
the race, the flood was sent. Finally he sent his son 
to take upon himself the sins of the world that man 
might be saved. 

Now, to me, none of the sermon proved that a 
good God could possibly do as he claimed his God 
had done. “A loving father,” as he salled him, 
would not place temptation before his children whon 
he knew they had no power to resist it. 


Who of us would leave a plate of poison candy in ' says in Scott’s romance, “ What for no 
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a room with our children, knowing an enemy would 
come and tell the children it was not poison but was 
really good for them to eat? 

Who of us would create a world and fill it with 
helpless creatures, full of faults, weakness, and im- 
perfections, and then drown them all but a mere 
handful, because they could not do as we demanded 
they should do? 

A God would know exactly what each one he 
created would think, say, or do all through his life. 
Then think of the harmless babes who could do no 
wrong, and little children who could not know wrong 
from right—would we call an earthly father “ good” 
if he had done these things? If aman knew that 
nine of his children would go to endless suffering 
while only one was saved, would he be willing to be- 
come a father? Aye, a good man would rather be 
childless than doom one of his children to endless . 
woe, though he knew all the rest would be saved. 
This pastor has twin babes—would he not rather hav 
been childless than know one of these little helpless 
innocents would taste eternal misery? They make 
God all-wise, all-powerful, and all-knowing, and yet 
claim he does not know who will be saved and who 
lost, because man is a free agent ; that he cannot help 
famin, war, pestilence, and crime from coming to his 
ehildren ; that he is the creator of all things, yet can 
not help the devil claiming & majority of his children. 
If some villain was leading away our children, and 
dooming them to eternal woe, and we had power, | 
would we not change this villain into a loving, merci- 
ful, and good individual? 

A good man is better than any God who ever ex- 
isted. A good man does the very best he ean. A 
good man tries to reform and regenerate, while a 
God could right-generate and be sure of his work. 
A good man would demand that ail his enemies be 
made into friends, while a God, a Jesus, exclaims: 
“But those mine enemies, which would not that I 
should reign cver them, bring hither and slay them 
before me.” Erwrwa DRAKE SLENKER. 

Snowville, Va., Feb. 16, 290. 

to ———— 


A Coming Han of England. 


Writing in the North American Review of the 
“Coming Men of Engisnd,” Justin MeCarthy says: 
Mr, Bradlaugh is, to sil appearances, a coming man. 
Mr. Bradiaugh bss carefully cultivated the House of 
Commons. He came in wiih the reputation of being, 
among other things, a great plsiform orator—-a very 
Bosnerges of the Easi-Hind meeting and the provin- 
cial meeting. He has a powerful form and & most 
tremendous voics. When, after a long struggle, he 
was at last allowed to take his sent in peace, the 
House assumed that it was in for frequent and pon- 
derous rhetorical exerciiations. Mr. Brsdlaugh gave 
the House nothing of the kind. He never, so far as 
Iknow, madealong speech. Healways goes straight 
to the point, and when he has said what he wants to 
aay he always sits dows. He is really a very eloquent 
and powerful speaker, with a remarkably impressiv 
voice, and ii must be a tempistion to such a man to 
let himself fully out now and then. Bui Mr. Brad- 
laugh is always concise, and the House new knows 
perfectly well that he, at least, will never bore his 
audience, Then he has devoted himself very closely 
to what we cal! the “business of the House”—to 
committees, and private bills, and all that sort of 
work which your popular orator generally disdsins 
with a lofty disdain—and the House likes a man who 
looks after its work. Moreover, he is a man of the 
most winning courtesy of manner. He has disarmed 
the dislike of sll his former political and religious 
opponents—and he had a good many of them—by 
his anxiety to oblige, by his willingness to make 
graceful concessions, by his genial toleration of dif- 
ference of opinion. He is, I should think, destined 
before long to be a member of a Liberal administra- 
iion, and even of a Libera! cabinet. 

Any American who really knows England's polit- 
ical and scsial life, and who has known both for the 
last fen or a dozen years, will agree with me that 
such a probability—such a possibility even—is a 
marvelous phenomeuon in English political history. 
It is not so many years since Mr. Bradlaugh, strug- 
gling like a man fighting for dear life, was dragged 
out of the lobby cf the House of Commons, dragged 
down the stairs of the members’ private entrance, 
and thrusí into Paleco Yard by a whole cluster of 
policemen. No such scene had ever before taken 
place in cur generation. The one which nearest pre- 
coded it was when the gallant seaman, Lord Cook- 
rane, afterward earl of Dandonald—oze oi ihe very 
ias& of the brood of sea-kings—eseaped from the 
prison where he was lodged on an unjust charge, and 
boldly assumed his place in the House of Commons ; 
wes ordered to be removed, resisted with all his 
gigantic strength, and was dragged away at last by 
sheer force of numbers, carrying with him a large 
portion of the woodwork of the bench to which he 
was clinging in a desperate spirit of resistance. 
Cochrane afterward passed into the House of Lords. 
I venture to predict that Mr. Bradlaugh will pass 
into a Liberal eabinet. And, as Mistress Meg Doda 
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FREETHOUGHT. 


The Symposium, concluded in a late issue of THz Trutu 
SEEKER, will be printed in pamphlet form at once, and 
orders may besentin now. It is seldom that in one little 
work can be found the opinions of so many writers as in 
this Symposium. A book by 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll, R. B. Westbrook, 
Capt. R. C. Adams, E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Saladin (W. Stuart Ross), K. Washburn, 


: Susan H. Wixon, 
Samuel P. Putnam, 
Lucy N. Colman, 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, 
Charles Watts, J. H. Burnham, 
W. F. Jamieson, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 
is something that every Freethinker will probably want to 
possess. Price, 25 cents. 

i ——— ——— 


Pictorial Arguments Agaizst the Church. 


. We hay all along been aware that a great many of 
the Freethinkers of the country view with enthusias- 


L 

H. O. Pentecost, George E. Macdonald, 
E 
F 


Parker Pillsbury, 
C. B. Reynolds, 


tio eye the pictorial style of warfare upon supersti.. 


tion, but we must confess that three months ego 
when the continuing the cartoons was 8 master of 
financial doubt, and the case was plainly stated to 
our friends, we did not expect to find such a large 
majority of our subscribers supporting the picture 
plan. Since then our doubts hav flown. Not only 
do most of our readers desire the pictures continued 
in the paper, but a great many hav expressed their 
anxiety to possess them in permanent form, and hav 
asked that a book or books be made of those 
which hav appeared. In Taz Truru Szexer of Jan- 
uary 11th, Mr. Joseph Wolff, of Boulder, Col, in 
sending a new subseriber to help continue the pict- 
ures in the paper, said: 

“ I hav filled my part of the contract for the pictures, and 
hope all the other subscribers will do as well, or better. I 
would rather pay $4 & year for the peper than do without 
Heston’s splendid productions. I renew my suggestion that 
the cartoons should be placed in a volume with sufficient ex- 
planations. It would be the beat Freethought missionary in 
the world. If so published, put me down for a copy at $10.” 

In Tue Trors Serger of only last week Ira E. 
Draper, of Prairie City, Ia., said in his letter con- 
taining cash for four new subscribers for the same 
purpose: 

*'Inclosed find $10.25 for my own subscription and four 
new ones. I want the AxNUAL, and I want to vote five 
solid, positiv, emphatic, and unequivocal votes for Heston’s 
pictures. They are ‘cute,’ humorous, and instructiv. We 
need them in our business. I will giv $10 for a book con- 
taining every cartoon up to date of issue, one picture to the 
page, on good paper, and with proper explanations. I 
would go forth among the benighted, and endeavor to show 
them that there was a ridiculous side to their imaginary 
heavens, hells, devils, and Gods.” 


And here are some expressions which our readers 


at Arch Beach, Orange county, Oal., writes: 

“I hav in my hotel a scrap-book with the cartoons that 
hav appeared in TEE TRUTH SEEKER. It has been the means 
of making several converts to Freethought as well as setting 
hundreds to thinking for themselvs. Now I would like to 
know if they can be produced in book form, the first volume 
to contain the cartoons up to the 1st of January of this 
year. I would giv $5 for a bound book of the cartoons that 
‘hav been published.” 

And here is a letter from an eminent physician of 
Boston, Dr. Rufus K. Noyes. He says: 

“T sincerely hope you will not on any account discontinue 
the illustrated feature of Taz Truta SEEKER. Certainly not 
until it will hay shown up every absurd, lunatic, barbaric, 
and disgusting spot in the Bible and in everything connected 
with popular religion. If you decide to publish the pictures 
in book form, I am ready to take a large order to distribute 
to my Christian friends.” 


During the four years that the pictures hav been 
& feature of the paper, many others hav written 
similar words. And it is about this matter that we 
are making this explanation. 

Heretofore the expense of publishing such a book 
has been the obstacle. We had reasonable doubts 
whether a sufficient number could be sold to pay the 
heavy cost of production; and as we hav only that 
capital which comes from subscriptions and book 
sales, it behooves us to be cautious about putting 
too many eggs in one basket. The pietures are 
large, and for good effect require very heavy and 
costly paper, and necessitate expensiv electrotyping, 
presswork, cts. But so much encouragement has 
been received during the past three months that we 
hav resolved to undertake the task; and the book is 
being prepared and will be ready as soon as the 
mechanical part can be executed. 

For this book we hav taken the pictures published 
in the first page of Tur Trura Seeker during the 
past four years, and to each picture (unless such 
matter be entirely superfluous) we hav added expla- 
nations. The book will contain nearly four hundred 
pages, snd each picture will not only teach a lesson 
by itself, bu& will be supported by the facts which 
make it true. These facts are gathered from the 
most eminent writers, historical and theological au- 
thorities, statisties, ete., so that whatever is needed 
to maintain the artisi’s conception will be found on 
the page opposit the cartoon. The pistures will be 


elassified under separate chapter headings, and those 


bearing upon one subject grouped together. In this 
way, with tke text to aid, the book will be an argu- 
meniativ and historical volume so plain that no one 
of fair mind can fail to be convinced that Free- 
thinkers are right in their estimate of the Christian 
religion and the churches organized to support it, 
In subsequent issues of Tur Trura Sxzrxxn we will 
giv the titles, and further explain the matter. 

As before intimated, this will be a very costly book 
to produce, and until sold will tie up a good deal of 
money; and we therefore desire to receive ag many 
orders in advance as possible to help along in the 
publication. It will not, however, cost our friends 
as much as the writers of the foregoing letters and 
others hav signified their willingness to giv. It can 
be sold for $2, and that is the price, and no book 
has ever been published better worth this money. 
The reading matter alone is worth it; with the pict- 
ures, the value is quadrupled. Later on, if this book 
meets with favor, we will gather together the biblical 
cartoons, and make up a pictorial Bible, so far as the 
artist has illustrated it. But now we want orders 
and eash for this volume, and such orders will also 
materially aid in keeping up the cartoons in the 
paper. The book will be rapidly pressed to com- 
pletion, and we guarantee that it will not only bea 
beautiful specimen of the printer's art, but a volume 
which will corner all the parsons in the country. 


They never can answer its statements, nor remove 


the impressions the pictures produce. Even a man 
who cannot read can be reached by it. It will be 
forwarded postpaid for $2. 


The Mormons and the Catholies. 


The reason why the United States Supreme Court 
deems the Idaho law disfranchising Mormons to be 
constitutional is, to put it broadly, that the Mormons 
are really treasonable persons, inasmuch as they 
place their allegiance to God above their loyalty to 
the state; that the Mormon hierarchy is an imperium 
in imperio, a state within a state, and a government 
within a government; and that this being incompati- 
ble with due submission and allegiance to the secular 
government, a8 the religious state is regarded by the 
Mormons as above the secular state, it is constitu- 
tional and right to refuse to permit the Mormons to 
hav part in the latter. 

This is a very pretty sort of reasoning, but we 
wonder if the Supreme Court would be consistent 
enough £o apply its own logie and punishment to any 
sect of which the same could ba proved? For in- 
stance, supposing the Puritans of New Hampshire 
Should enact the Idaho law, and the Roman Catho- 
lies should resist it in the courts, how would the 
Supreme Oourt treat them? The case against the 
Catholics under this decision is very plain. The evi- 
dence is overwhelming, nor need we go further back 
in the history of the church than the recent encycli- 
eal of Leo XIII. In is ho teaches precisely the 
opposit of the Ameriesn dostrin. The fundamental 
principle of our republic is that sli governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. The pope, on the contrary, deolares: 


t That there is no true and lawful authority except that 
which comes from God, the sovereign lord of all, who alone 
has power to giv man authority over his fellow-man.” 


This is the authoritativ utterance of the head of 
the Roman church, spoken ea cathedra, and therefore 
bound to be held infallible by ail Roman Catholics. 


But this is not all of the case by any means. The 
pops says: 

‘The natural law wishes one to love deeply the country 
where one is born and has grown up; and a good citizen 
should also know how to die for his nativ country, if she 
asks this supreme sacrifice of him. 

“ Christian citizens should do the same for the church, 
that is to sry, the Roman church. They should also hav a 
much greater love for her, because they ought to prefer the 
soul to the body. 

* For this reason, when the laws of the state are such as 
oppose the laws of God, creating a conflict which pro- 
ceeds from political chiefs who do not know how to respect 
the church, then there are struggles, but the Catholic should 
remember that it is better to obey God than man. 

** It is not permitted us to blame Christian firmness when 
it chooses between two contradictory duties; and one can 
not say that the Catholics are insubordinate or rebellious 
when they prefer obedience to the laws of God, rather than 
obedience to the laws of their governments." 


The voting duties of Catholics are thus outlined : 


“ One knows that in many states Catholicism is violently 
attacked, and in those countries religious errors are favored 
with impunity. 

“To oppose one’s self to this war against the Roman 
church, CATHOLIOS BHOULD AOT 80 THAT MEN DEVOTED TO THE 
OHUROH 4ND HER INSTITUTIONS WILL BE OALLED TO THE GOV- 
ERNMENT OF THE DIFFERENT STATES. 

"This union one obtains by obedience and authority, 
which is in the hands of the pope and of the hierarchy of the 
bishops. 

* If the church is a society superior to the others, it fol- 
lows, in consequence, that all Catholics should first favor 
the interests of Catholicism and not make use of them for 
their party and political struggles. 

* On her part the church cannot cease to occupy herself 
with what is done in the civil and political institutions. In 
doing that, she does not go beyond the limits of her attri- 
butes and does not pretend to usurp the rights of the state, 
because she ought to preoccupy herself as to whether the 
laws are or are not conformable to morals and to religion. 

" Ir ig A DUTY OF THE OBUROH, ASSIGNED TO HER BY Gop, TO 
RESIST THE AOTS THAT GOVERNMENTS MAY COMMIT TO THE 
PREJUD!OE OF RELIGION. 

*' This is the ground on which one finds the relations be- 
tween church and state, and it is the ground on which 
Catholics should combat to put men into govermnent who 
do not profess principles contrary to religion." 


It will be observed in these extracts that God is 
the ono to please in all men’s acts. Who the pope 
means by “ God” is very fully desoribed in another 
paragraph of the encyclical. Leo says: 


* Binee the Christian faith rests on tho authority, not of 
human, but of divine reason (‘ we believe the truth pot on 
account of the intrinsic truth of things made clear by the 
natural light of reason, but on the authority of God himself 
revealing, who can neither deceive nor be deceived ”), it fol- 
lows that everything which is understood to be the direct 
teaching of God must be received by us with equal agsent, 
and that to refuse belief to one of auch doctrins is clearly to 
deny the whole. For they overturn the very foundations of 
faith who deny that God has spoken to man, or who doubt 
of his infinit truth and wisdom. Now to declare what is the 


divine teaching is the function of the teaching church to 
whom God has intrusted the guardianship and interpreta- 
tion of his words. But the highest teacher in the church is the 
Roman pontif. Hence, as the union of mind necessitates a 
perfect agreement in one faith, so it calls all wills to be per. 
fectly submissio and obedient to the church and the Roman pon- 
tif, as to God." . 

Is there anything in the Mormon theology and 
polity more inimical to a republic than there is in 
this eneyclical, which it must be remembered is 
infallible in the eyes of all Catholics? Here the 
doctrin is plainly and repeatedly taught that men 
must obey God and not the government ; that relig- 
ion ig above secular things, and that the pope’s 
orders take presedence of all else, even should they 
necessitate rebellion! What would the Supreme 
Court say to the plea of the Catholics that they are 
good citizens if this infallible encyclical were intro- 
duced as evidence against them? 

But if the Mormons are to be disfranchised for 
holding to their church against the state, why should 
not the Roman Oatholies be also? And ifthe Roman 
Catholics are not disfranchised, why should the 
Mormons be? Will not some good pious Christian 


persecutor stand up and explain? 
a —— — — — 


Some Anarchical Philosophy. 

Mr. E. O. Walker, Anarchist, of Fair Play, has 
for some weeks past been paying considerable atten- 
tion to the Editor of Tur Trura Srrxzer—endeavor- 
ing to convince that individual that he is wrong in 
his conception that government is necessary—and 
now Mr. Frank Q. Stuart, of the Denver Individual- 
ist, has introduced the same individual's name and 
ideas to his readers. By his Eastern. friends Mr. 
Stuart has hitherto been regarded as an Anarchist, 
or at least fast drifting into that wide waste of opin- 
ion, and he has been approvingly quoted by Messrs. 
Tucker and Pentecost, the brilliant Eastern expo- 
nents of that alleged philosophy. But the fun of it 
all is, that Mr. Stuart and Mr. Walker now differ 
materially in their estimate of the unfortunate Ed- 
itor of Taz Trura Szexer, the one maintaining (with 
what we are bound to consider great ability) that his 
head is pretiy tolerably level, and the other holding 
(with what we are bound to consider very limited 
abili:y) that his mental equipment has led him into 
“the morasses of despotism” where he has “sunk 
into the mud” and “become a spectacle for Sscular- 
ists and Anarchists.” 

This disagreement between two honorable and able 
brother editors places the Editor of Tax TRUTH 
Serxer in an embarrassing position. He cennot tell 
whether he is an idjit or a wise man; whether he 
knows nothing at all, or whether be can see as far 
into social millstones ag the original Anarchist him- 
self; whether he is an upholder of governmental 
notions beside which Russian despotism is absolute 
freedom, or whether he is a pretty fair defender of 
liberty from & common sense standpoint. Perhaps 
the better way, therefore, is to let the Messrs. Walker 
and Stuart do most of the discussing, especially as 
Mr. Walker has shackled the Jndividualist and Tar 
TaurH Sezxer Editors together. Mr. Walker says: 

** I hav found a yoke-mate for Mr. Frank Q. Stuart, of the 
Individualist. It will be remembered that the latter gentle- 
man wrote that Anarchists were opposed to the state, but 
‘willing to compromise on voluntary associations,’ as 
though those whose whole fight is against authority and for 
voluntaryism would for a moment think it necessary to 
‘compromise’ their principles in order to favor voluntary 
associations! Well, would you believe it possible for two 
intelligent and fair-minded editors to make the same break ? 
Incredible as it seems, nevertheless it is a fact that Mr. Eu- 
gene M. Macdonald of Tae Trorta SEEKER puts his foot 
through the same open coal-hole. In that paper of the 28th 
inst., replying to Mr. Pentecost of the Twentieth Century, 
Mr. Macdonald remarks: 

“t The Socialists hav their organizations, and, strangely enough, 
so hav the Anarohists.’ 

*'Btrangely enough, does Mr. Macdonald say? Why 
should he deem it ‘ strange’ that the Anarchists, whose cry, 
morning, noon, and night, is for liberty to choose their own 
associates, hav organizations? Antagonizing the pseudo- 
organizations called governments, the binding agencies of 
which are race hatreds and taxes and prisons and bayonets, 
does it not logically follow that the Anarchist favors volun. 
tary associations, whose binding forces are reciprocal at. 
tractions and mutual interests? If not, why not?” 

Mr. Stuart replies: 

** When I spoke of so-called Anarchists ‘ compromising on 
voluntary associations,’ I did not intimate thst they com. 
promised their principles. They compromise on a stubborn 
fact, and that fact is ‘ majority rule.’ Mr. Walker has com- 
plimented me by using my name in connection with that of 
the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. ‘Strange’ as it may 
seem to you, Mr. Walker, not a few intelligent and not at all | 
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disinterested people hav made and do make the same ‘ break’ 
that Mr. Macdonald made in the sentence quoted. Do the 
Anarchists, then, countenance ‘ organizations?’ Organiza- 
tion for what? Does not ‘organization ’ imply individuals as 
component parts? In that organization, so composed, who 
decides when you shall meet? when you shall adjourn? 
what you shall do? etc. Is it not the ‘majority? Then 
what of the reviled ‘majority rule? Then what of the word 
‘Anarchy’ which scholars tell me means ‘no ruler,’ and if 
‘no ruler,’ ‘no rule? Are you quite sure you are an An- 
archist, Mr. Walker, or are you about like the rest of us 
common mortals who are skirmishing for the nearest ap- 
proach to absolute justice that very smart, but still imper- 
fect, creatures may attain?” ; 


That settles Mr. Walker on that point, aud Mr. 
Stuart will please stand up for the benediction. 

In the next issue of Fair Play, however, Mr. 
Walker pillories the Editor of Taz TRUTH BEEKER to 
the extent of nearly two pages, because the aforesaid 
Editor cannot see that public schools supported by 
voluntary cooperation, and teaching no religion at all, 
are inequitable. The meat of his reply, and the nub 
of the whole matter, is found in this statement by 
Mr. Walker of the fundamental difference between 
his ideas and those of Tax Truru SzrxER Editor: 


** Mr. Macdonald continually assumes that government is 
a necessity—he even goes 80 far as to say that anyone who 
denies that it is, is insane. Some very clear definitions were 
in order before this sweeping assertion was made. 'The 
Editor of Tae Taurum SzzkzR does not need that I should 
tell him that it is an evidence of non-acquaintance with the 
principles of argumentation or of defiant disregard of them 
when & disputant assumes 88 proven the very proposition 
which is at issue. Is a government-—an invasiv paternalism 
—a necessity to-day ? is the moot question between author- 
itarians and Anarchists. If it is so, as Mr. Macdonald 
assumes, then the door is closed upon discussion; it is 
merely a waste of time to debate upon any constituent factor. 
The whole is equal to the sum of all its parts. If we are 
insane if we refuse to accept the whole it is &n evidence of 
absolute imbecility if we kick against any one of the parts. 
But we cannot adopt as a text-book Mr. Macdonald's ‘ Short 
and Easy Method to do up Anarchista.’” 

Declining any pedagogia comparison of the re- 
spectiv technical reasoning qualifications of Mr. 
Walker and his opponent, we may proeeed to tha 
question at issue, which may be stated thus: Is gov- 
ernment 2 necessity? If it is, then Mr. Walker sur- 
renders; if not, he calls upon the other party to 
capitulate. : 

If this question could be summarily disposed of 
by saying No, the other party would be quite willing 
te oblige Mr. Walker. Years ago, in endeavoring to 
impress upon Mr. B. R. Tucker, Mr. Walker's 
teacher, that he was wrong in his social notions, the 
Editor of Tux Trurs SxExER said, plainly, that when 
every person in the world had besome as geod as the 
angels in a supposed heaven are supposed to be, then 
Anarchy as a social system would be possible and 
practicable; but that until everyone in the world 
had attained that beatific state, the scheme was not 
worth considering. Aud this statement we respect- 
fuliy recommend to Mr. Walker’s attention. Until 
then, government must be maintained for the protec- 
tion of the weak against the strong, for the protection 
of personal rights, for the protection of all in the 
right of equal opportunity to obtain happiness—in 
which word is included all that man desires to enjoy. 

There are, of course, à good many kinds of govern- 
ments, and Mr. Walker must not understand us as 
mesning the kind he describes, “a despotism ever 
trving to make men religious, or moral, or temperate, 
or prosperous, or all of these, by taxations, prohibi- 
tions, penal statutes.” Such governments are just 
what Mr. Walker describes them—man’s greatest 
enemy. But the very fact that such governments 
exist, that they are but the reflex of the dispositions 
of the people who institute and maintain them, and 
that therefore such people are by no sort of means 
fitted to enjoy the Anarchical millennium, is the very 
strongest argument why government of a protectiv 
kind is indispensable. There could be no king of 
the cannibal islands without the cannibals; and it is 
going to take many a century to evolute those can- 
nibals into respectable, never-eat-your-neighbor 
Anerehists. A man-of-war is a better convincer with 
them than all the arguments Messre. Walker and 
Tucker can invent between now and the advent of 
their millennium. 

To drop into the talk of the scholastic shop for 
just a sentence. Mr. Walker knows that to success- 
fully maintain a theory, it must hav the support of 
induction—ihat is, certain facts must be shown be- 
fore deduction is allowable. Now, Mr. Walker, to 
successfully argue that government is not a neces- 


sity, must show us that the no government theory 
has bean put into practice and found sufficient for 
human needs. We maintain that governilent is a 
necessity. This, from human experience, knowledge 
of the human character, and reasoning from the past. 
A record, Colonel Ingersoll onee said, is better than 
a prospectus. The record of the world is our indus- 
tion; where is Mr. Walkers? Government by vol- 
untary cooperation is the social utopie for which we 
may work, but at present there is no hope of soon 
arriving at it. A. pretty good illustration of this 
truth is the latest news from the Oodperativ Associs- 
tion located on Puget sound, Washington. A suit 
has jusi been begun in the court at Clailam county, 
Wash., in the name of a majority of the stockholders 
against the directors for fraudulent issue of stock, 
for unlawful conversion of the company property, and 
for admitting into the corporation aliens who are 
not legally eligible and who are not in sympathy 
with the objects of the colony. And then the peti- 
tioners go on to say that the objacis, designs, and 
purposes of the colony cannoli be carried out; that 
the plaintiffs hav long since been convinced that the 
innate selfishness of the human race and the per- 
verseness of the kind by centuries atiested and by 
generations acknowledged can neither be cured by 
any atbempt of the Utopian policy of mutual interest 
or fraternsl ecoperstion. 

When we add that every such voluntary organiza- 
tion known to history has failed uniess founded on 
authority of soma sort, sithar financial or religious, 
we think this discussion might well be laid on the 
table, 5o bs taken up possibly five hundred years 
hence, when evolution has had a chance to improve 
humanity still further. Beginning at zero, as 
Beecher said, the race kas been on the steady rise, 
but if is not yet far enough away from savagery to 
people a paradise. 

aae a n aaa 


The Slate Writer. 


We hav received a letter from Medium Reid, of 
Grand Rspids, Mich., explaining why, when he was 
Hast, he did not cali ab this office and giv the Editor 
a slate-writing eéance under certain advertised condi- 
tions. The failure to do as he said he would do was 
8n accident of business; he had not the time to stop 
in New York. 

On another page is a sommunication from Mr. 
Ten Hyck relating some marvels of Spiritualism wit- 
nessed through the mediumship of Mr. P. L. O. A. 
Keeler. This is the same medium through whom 
Mr. Burr, of Washington, received such wonderful 
assurances Of another life, and if is also the same 
medium tust refused to hav anything to do with Mr. 
Charles McArthur and the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
Szexer when they were in Search of a Spirit, as 
related in the TRUTH Szexer Annuat for this year. 
Mr. Ten Hyck’s communication is partly written as 
an “answer” to that article; and when he brought it 
to the office Mr. Ten Eyck had a great deal more 
evidence at his fongue’s end with which to confute 
the writer, to none of which do we object. 

However, wo might ae well explain that this is all 
wasted effort. The article in the Axxvar is simply 
an account of a few experiments in slate-writing. Ti 
is a plain narration of facts, of the doings of the . 
two experimenters, and of the mediums. The writer 
does not say that there are no spirits; he only says 
he doeg not think that he found any. Of course a 
sufficient number of strange tales to fill the whole 
issue of THE "TRUTH SEEKER for a year can be related 
by other experimenters, but they hav no more power 
to convince one who did nos see them than the bread 
Mr. Burr or Mr. Ten Eyck ste last year has to satisfy 
a man’s hunger to-day. What the writer of that 
article in the Annuar was after was, fact /—and bis 
article telig what he found. 

But we may be allowed, we hope, to add that if 
Mr. Keeler can do what Mr. Burr and Mr. Ten Eyck 
credit him with doing, it is a trifle singular that he 
should so flaily refuse to giv Mr. McArthur and the 
Editor a sitting under the simple conditions im- 
posed by the latter; and which every Spiritualist 
with whom we hav eonversed—ineludiug Mr. Ten 
Eyck—admits to be only just. Indeed, everyone 
except the mediums maintains that thousands of 
communications hav been received under those pre- 
eise conditions, and every medium allows it to be 
advertised for him that he gets writing under them. 
Why, then, do the mediums make an exception of the 
writer of that article? 


Bona eoing. They y 
. trin would | not possibly affect. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Park Ciry, Uraa, Feb. 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish you all health and happiness, and a 
long life to Watson Heston. Joan MoLzop. 


EvreKxa, Wis., Feb. 27, 1890. 


Mr. Eviror: I hav tried hard to get a new subscriber, but f 


failed. WM. ALLEN. 


Cray, Car., Feb. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $5 for renewal and one 
new subscriber. Put down two votes for the pictures. 
Respectfully yours, G. Bassi. 


Pinn Bremers, Mont., Feb. 16, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Inclosed find $5, for which continue THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and send the herein-named books; credit the 
balance to Heston’s good work. FREDERIOK KuRFEss. 


MaprsoN, Kan., Feb. 24, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: . Inclosed find $5 25—$5 to renew my sub- 
scription and for one new subscriber, twenty-five cents for 
` the ANNUAL of 1890; two votes for the pictures. 
Yours for truth, Wm. CROGHAN. 


Murray, IDA., Feb. 17, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I send a new subscriber. This is another 
vote for Heston. There is a majority in this camp of Free- 
thinkers, but they are careless. But I may get you some 
more subscribers yet. A. Erwin. 


I vote for the cartoons. 


MuLvANE, KAN., Feb. 97,1 1990. 
Mz. Epiror: Find inclosed $3, for which piease Bend me 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER and “Try-Sauarg.” Keep the illustra- 


Wii reach some people that sound doc- 
D. F. Kerra. 


WALLA WALLA, Wasa., Feb. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like to send a new subscriber, but 
am not able to do so. Iam very much in favor of the pict- 
ures. I think they are good object-lessons for children and 
those who cannot read and think. Smira W. Swzza. 


Bzisror, Vr., Feb. 26, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: Inelosed you will find $14.95 for renewals, 
a new subscriber, books, and ANNUALIs. The above names 
- are all in favor of the cartoons being continued. I hav been 
sick, or I should hav attended to this matter before. 
Truly yours, B. F. HASELTINE. 


Estes, Wasa., Feb. 13, 1890. 
` Mx. Éprron: I hav succeeded in getting you another sub- 
scriber for your valuable paper. We like the pictures very 
much, and would be pleased to hav them continued. If any 
. Side issues go with the paper, please send them along. 
Yours respectfully, THOMAS WISEMAN. 


Bavaria, Kan., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I should certainly miss the pictures. The 
picture on the first page is always a dead shot, and speaks 
more than words, and the one on the last page is just ridic- 
ulous enough to giv a fellow a good laugh. 
Fraternally yours, D. W. ABMSTEONG. 


i Morine, Irr., March 3, 1890. 
Mz. Epıtor : Inclosed find $3. Send Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
to the friend whose address I inclose. If he is already tak- 
ing the paper, apply the money for any other purpose you 
. wish. Keep up the pictures. Do not forget the ‘‘ Try. 
Square.” Yours truly, QEORGE STEPHENS. 


Koxomo, Inp., Feb. 24, 1890. 
Mr. EpnrroR: Continue the pictures if possible. They 
alone induced me to subscribe for the paper. Nevertheless, 
I appreciate the paper otherwise. It is the best Freethought 
journal I ever read. I wish Taz TRUTH SEEKEB, with the 
cartoons, prosperity. J. T. WESER. 


Rooron, N. Y., March 1, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOR: I see there is a great fuss over a few sub- 
scribers objecting to the pictures. Iam sorry to learn that 
it is a struggle to keep them up. I cannot get a subscriber 
around here, but when I renew my subscription I will send 
$1 for one vote that they may be continued. 
Yours truly, Jons REDMOND. 


CoupzvILLe, Wasa., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I hope to meet the weekly greetings of your 
paper the rest of my life. I place myself on record as fully 
indorsing Mr. Heston’s cartoons, and would like very much 
to see him go into the New Testament and dish up the myth- 
ical Jesus for a while. Send me the ANNUAL. 
Yours for truth, J. J. STRAUB. 


OENAVILLE, Tex., Feb. 21, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $2—$1 for the continuation of 
the cartoons by Heston, and $1 for copies of ‘‘ Crimes Against 
Criminals,” by Robert G. Ingersoll, to be used as the leaven 
of humanity among our Christian ministers, that their infiu- 
ence may be secured to disseminate injustice to our unfortu- 
nate fellow-man. R. D. Sumner. 
West Union, Ia., Feb. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4—$3 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and seventy-five cents for 
the pictures. Any person opposing the pictures has strayed 
from camp. Continue them by all means. Heston must be 
one of the noblest characters living &t the present time. I 
will try &nd get at least one new subscriber. 


Yours and the cartoons’, J. F. SMITE. 


been cangéea by trying to get a few new subscribers. 
'| only succeeded in getting one, as usual, but think I will do 


` BAxzz City, ORE., Feb. 19, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Mr. Heston's pictures are curious and in- 
structiv, and I would dislike to miss them. I hav taken the 
pictures off my papers and made them into two large books, 
and the children spend much time looking them over and 
explaining to one another about Moses, Joshua, Joseph, 
Nosh, Ham, Samson, Elijah, Balaam, everyone indeed; 

and it is interesting to listen. D. B. Soorretp. 


LEADVILLE, Cor., Feb. 26, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3.50 for a new sub- 
scriber as address inclosed, and for two ANNvALs for 1890. 
Please send ‘‘Try-Square” to my address. I hav been a 
silent watcher of the picture movement, because I could not 
get & subscriber sooner, but am glad to notice that there are 
about one hundred to one in favor of the pictures. With 

two votes for Heston, I am, Truly . JosrgPH Henry. 


Lorva, Car., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: In regard to the pictures, I will say that I 
want to see them continued, and with that end in view, hav 
been making rather a protracted hunt for that ‘ new sub- 
scriber,” and am pleased to be able to say, I hav found him. 
Mr. N. Mansfield joins with me in remitting for renewal. 
He, too, has been trying to find a new subscriber, but had 

to givit up. However, he donates $1 to the picture fund. 

G.- W. RAMSEY. 


Prarrig City, Org., Feb. 15, 1890. | 

` Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed two gubscriptions—oie 
for myself and one for a new subscriber. ‘This delay has 
I hav 


better in future. Iam decidedly in favor of the pictures. I 
hav taken this paper from soon after its first publication in 
New York city by the noble D. M. Bennett. 

Yours truly, W. B. Davis. 


CELINA, O., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Enron: Find inclosed fifty cents for two TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUALS. Now, in regard to the pictures, let them 
come by all means. They are just the thing. Show the 
preachers up. Let them from every pulpit set up the howl. 
Show the old slow hypocrits that we hav no respect for them. 
They are not entitled toany. Now let this bein place of the 
Golden Rule, as itis my maxim: Treat all persons with all 

the respect due them. Henry T. Niocoum. 


DzrRorr, Mios., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I hav not yet put in my vote on the pictures 
question, and will say that I am heartily in favor of them. 
I am so situated that I hav no way of pushing the paper ina 
way to get new subscribers, but I am truly in accord with 
everything that can arrest the attention of the superstitious 
believers, and I hav stirred up some of the pulpit defenders 
a number of times by sending them some of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKERS. I sent the picture of Satan receiving the priests 
and ministers at his palace gates about a year ago to the 
First Baptist minister, and two weeks ago I caused him to 
giv all his morning sermon to the subject of Infidels. So I 

hope to still be able to use the pictures. J. H. Woop. 


FaENoHTOWN, Nees., Feb. 19, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: I inclose seventy-five cents for the pictures, 
and with due regard for the opinion of Mr. Parton (the 
greatest living biographer), we still want the pictures, as 
even church-members hav been seen to smile over them, and 
fifty years more or less of good, healthy smiling will relegate 
all superstitious nonsense to the shades of oblivion where it 
belongs. The four lectures delivered by Mr. Jamieson this 
winter in Clearwater made quite a flutter behind the scenes, 
but & good attendance was secured, and many started on the 
way that will lead to thinking for themselvs. There is more 
inquiry now for Liberal books and papers in one month than 
there had been in the last eight years. 


Very truly yours, Mary Barb Frson. 


CLEVELAND, O., Feb. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: On behalf of the readers of your journal in 
this city, and the remaining members of the Cleveland Secu- 
lar Union, I hav to thank you for your notice of our meet- 
ings. We closed our meetings on Sunday last, so wish the 
notice discontinued. So many of our activ workers hav left 
the city, and so many others hav joined single tax, Spiritual- 
ist, and Nationalist societies, that it does not seem possible to 
carry on any propaganda here. The theaters are open here 
on Sunday, and the restrictions are so very slight that we 
seem to hav but little claim on the public attention. Even of 
the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER many hav made no effort 
either to attend or induce others. Several of us take THE 
TRUTH SEEKER through local agents, as they put the cartoons 

in the windows. ALFRED BEE, Pres. C. 8. U. 


GoLDENDALE, Wasa., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Eprro8R: I am somewhat diverted to read the different 
ideas advanced in regard to the Heston pictures. For my- 
self, I had been a subscriber to the Freethinker’ Magazine 
and Freethought, and had sample copies of the other Liberal 
publications; no other papers publishing the cartoons, I 
decided to take Taz TRUTH BEEKER. My first curiosity 
when getting the paper from the office is to read the pictures. 
My children are delighted with them. My experience with 
piety convinces me the more the erroneous, unreasonable 
hobbies are outreasoned and ridiculed the better. The Chris- 
tians do not hesitate to advance the doctrin of eternal pun- 
ishment for the Freethinkers, and no Freethinker can return 
such a cruel foreboding for the pietist or anyone else. Giv 
us the pictures if you can, although ‘God would not smell 
their sweet odors.” I hav seen nothing offensiv or too ridic- 

ulous in them. JosgPH PARROT. 


Surirvan, ILL., Feb. 24, 1890. 
Mr. EprTOR: As there is a vote being taken on the con- 
tinuation of pictures, I shall express my vote in this way. 
I came here several years ago, and found this country very 
much Christian. I hav been talking Freethought and dis- 
tributing Taz TRUTH SEEKER til the Christians say I hav 
spread Infidelity all over this country, and when I take your 
paper and start on the hunt for a Christian I am always care- 
ful to see that it is loaded on both sides, and when I see my 
bird fluttering I know that I hav made a good shot. I see 
some are in favor of pictures on one side only. Now, it 
would be very hard for me, after hunting with a double- 
barreled gun, to hav to take a single-barreled one. I hav 
tried hard to get some subscribers, but hav failed on account 

of hard times. SERENUS CARTER. 


Coxnzavr, O., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Do not stop the pictures. They attract 
attention and show up the absurdities of the Bible when 
reading matter for the same purpose would go unnoticed. I 
wish they could be more artistic, but that is a small matter. 
Ithink, however, they are improving in that respect. Also, 
I think sometimes they are down on the Catholics out of 
proportion. Instance, when the confessional was illustrated 
lately. There is-a Protestant confessional just as certain, 
though not so universal or regular, in its working. Yet if 
you were to illustrate it as it often occurs, I think Comstock 
would be after you. One of the best you hav published, to 
my Wind, was, ‘‘ Raising a church debt." It would bear 
publishing again any time when Heston was short. Inclosed 
find $1—send me the ANNUAL and devote the balance to the 

pictures. Yours, etc., D. Cummins. 


Davenport, Wasa., Feb. 15, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Your call for assistance to continue publish- 
ing the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER is at hand. I am 
sorry that you are so situated that a call of that kind is nec. 
essary, and will say that I will help you all I can in getting 
new subscribers. That at the present time is almost out of 
the question on account of nearly all of the roads being 
blockaded, and it is very difficult to get around. But I will 
send you $1 to begin with, to be applied to the expenses of 
the pictures providing they are continued. And I will get 
you a new subscriber or more as soon as I can get around. 
It seems that some Christians feel hurt about the pictures. 
It is the same in this instance a8 with Mr. Ingersoll hurting 
the feelings of Mrs. Wheeler Wilcox and the preachers. If 
you are wiiling to let me hav any say in the matter, I say, go 
for them and giv us the pictures by all means. Some want 
the pictures modified. In this case all that Heston has to do 
is to reproduce some from the pictorial Bibles and work in 

with the Christians and be done with it. PETER SELDE. 


CorvirLE, Wasu., Feb. 16, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I want to put in my vote in favor of the 
pictures. I cannot see how anyone can be displeased with a 
fair representation of any subject, as Watson Heston makes 
it appear in his pictures. I think I geta far better illustra- 
tion—that is, a more original one—than I get in my Bible 
that cost me $15. Some people hav the idea that it is wrong 
to show up what they call sacred in any ligkt but what they 
can see it in themselvs. I never like to dictate to an editor 
what way he should run his paper. I always think he knows 
best himself. All I can say is, Tae TRUTH SEEKER as it is 
conducted suits me. John Peck’s communications are like 
red-hot shell hurled into the camp of the enemy. I wish he 
was young and in the flower of his youth, that his time 
would be long to destroy the superstition of the past. Chris- 
tians would show us no mercy if they had the power. We 
hav no way of judging the future but by the past, and judg- 
ing by the past, what might we expect if Christianity had 
all the ruling power? Should we be any better here than 
they sre in Russia? What few papers we hav need our sup- 
port and aid. We need them all to watch the encroach- 
ments that are made against our liberties. We should hold 
what we hav got with a jealous care and try to gain more. 
I think there never was a nation that had too much liberty. 
I tell you that the Christian is not satisfied that we should 
think no more of his God than we do of Woden or Thor. 
But by the signs of the times, our children may see the day 
that there will not be one hundred thousand men, as there 
is now in this country, preaching about a myth in the sky, 
and keeping neighbors at variance with each other. I often- 
times wonder if the Methodist and the Baptist will agree 
any better in heaven than they do on earth. If not, I am 
afraid there will be some troublesome times. For my part, 
Ishould prefer the other place, where there gre no creeds. 
Christ said, ** I come not to bring peace but a sword.” How 
do we know that he did not go to heaven with the same idea? 

Yours respectfully, Macam Hors GgAHAM. 


Grann Rapips, Mion., Feb. 29, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: ] hav read with a great deal of pleasure the 
notes and different ideas in your paper by all the noble men 
and women on the affirmativ, positiv, constructiv, and de- 
structiv sides of Freethought, and hav concluded itall isa 
great step in advance of saying we know all about a God— 
or any other subject— without demanding one particle of 
evidence in regard thereto. I will take for my subject the 
first sentence in the Bible, as this should not fail to interest 
both Christian and Secularist alike. ‘In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” As this is a positiv 
assertion, we should demand a positiv proof on this subject. 
If not, we shall be misled in regard to God all through the 
Bible. Until this answer is given, I claim the same right to. 
myself as though there were one million of us. This shows 
very plainly that the idea of majorities on a subject like this 
is entirely overvalued when taken as a fact. To show my 
honest standing on this point, I challenge the one million—if 
this is not enough, the entire world—as evidence against me 
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to prove I am wrong. Until they do this I claim this truth 
is more than equal to the entire world without it. For the 
constructiv side of this idea I take every truth and ennobling 
thought in the Bible or any other book wherever found that 
can possibly be produced for the elevation of mankind. I 
will further say I hav never found a paper or book that con- 
tains more elevating and ennobling thought than the dear 
old New York TRUTH SEEKER; when I do I will abandon 
that, and adopt the more beautiful. I will giv a few truths 
in regard to the church. The church has almost the entire 
weight and force that can possibly be produced by the world 
and its wealth. It has churches almost without number 
furnished to its wants for the elevation of man and all his 
needs. It has had every school-house, hall, or place whereby 
it could do much for the elevation of man, and would really 
be the best place to benefit our race if it only contained truth, 
holding all these requisits free and entirely untaxed. It has 
almost the entire press and monopolizes that to its own 
aggrandizement in every way possible. And with it all 
what does it giv to the poor in return? It seems this is 
entirely for the rich, not one of whom has any right to ever 
expect to enter the kingdom of heaven, as it is said it is 
easier for a camel to pass through a needle's eye than for one 
of them to enter the kingdom of heaven. O ye rich, will 
ye continue this monstrous fraud further or will you seek a 
truth? I giv you one rich man’s own words. He said he 
gave $500 a year for a seat in one of our Protestant Episco- 
pal churches, but did not believe one word in their doctrin. 
In conclusion let me say, for all this monstrous fraud in the 
past I do not hold one particle of hate toward anyone, but 
only toward their teaching, which has cost many a poor 
and rich man their lives, when they might hav had love 
and good will instead. CHARLES BAOH. 


] Byron, Miny., Dec. 4, 1889. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav had the pleasure of attending a few 
revival meetings at the Methodist Episcopal church, and to 
say it was disgusting is a mild way to express it. The 
minister told us to come forward and God would forgiv any 
sin, no matter what it was. A few went forward, but some 
hav gone to sinning on a larger scale, as they hav a promis 
of forgivness at the next Halley pow- wow, and why not sin, 
looking at it from a Christian’s standpoint, as long as there 
is a fountain filled with blood and as all sins but blasphemy 
shall be forgiven? 

I notice a good deal said about the Bible in schools. I 
believe that the best way to advance the cause of Freethought 
and to get that inspired book knocked out, would be to put 
it in the schools, as children do not generally attend schools 
until they are eight years old, and at that age a child with 
ordinary sense would in a very short time see through or 
understand the absurdity of its teachings. Again, to place it 
along with the studies of science will show it up to be out of 
keeping with scientific teachings. 

Iam trying to arrange to hav Mr. W. F. Jamieson to speak 
at this place. I will try and secure for your paper some sub- 
scribers, as it is worthy of more praise than my feeble pen is 
able to express. WALTER JoHNSON. 


New York, NN: Y., Dec. 16, 1889. 

Mr. Epiror: James A. Ruthven, of Scotch descent, a 
prominent lawyer of this city, residing at 144 West Twenty- 
third street, at one time associated with Charles O’Connor, 
died recently, at the age of sixty-eight years. He wasa man 
of the highest character, a true friend, a genial companion, 
faithful in his domestic relations, a good citizen, a most 
worthy gentleman. He had made a request that his body 
should be cremated and that no religious services should be 
held over hie remains; for he wasan Agnostic. The former 
part of the request was complied with, and his remains were 
cremated, at Fresh Pond, on Monday, November 28th last. 
The latter part of the request was not complied with, for, at 
his funeral a prayer was offered and two religious hymns 
sung. There are many thousands every year of just such 
cases, where the rites and ceremonies of the Christian church 
are held over the remains of those who hav utterly repudiated 
Christianity, and very many of whom hav expressed an 
earnest wish, as had Mr. Ruthven, that no religious services 
be held over their remains, but which wish is totally disre- 
garded by religious, Christian, fanatics. Is there no way in 
which a person's wishes in this respect can be carried out ? 
Cannot something be done to compel the living to respect 
the wishes of the dead? As well might the Jewish or 
Mohammedan ceremonies be performed over Christians who 
die, as Christian ceremonies over those who utterly reject 
the Christian’s faith. What mockery to hold a religious 
service Over the body of one who was known to be a dis- 
believer in religion, and what hypocrisy on the part of those 
who insist on such religious service! AGNOSTIOUS. 


Rooxpokrt, Mo., Dec. 6, 1889. 

Mr. Epiror: My thinker, like Banquo's ghost, will not 
down. The thought that first presents itself is that in the 
case of the young lady in Philadelphia that gave $5,000,000 
to the church, all that money has gone out of taxation, and 
the blacksmith will hav to pay that much more on his anvil 
and hammers that he hammers out a living for his family 
with. Then the big meat trust that ís crushing the small 
meat markets out of existence, and the dealers in puts and 
calls and futures—in other words, the gamblers that gamble 
on the very marrow in the bones of the farmer and stock- 
‘raiser and producer—the priesthood that hobnob with our 
government officials and get them to cheer the sentiment or 
toast, ‘‘ The Hierarchy of the United States of America "—I 
think that these are some of the evils that should be ven- 
tilated so that the masses will understand them. That hier- 
archy means a great deal. It means a government by the 


priesthood. Now, if the people knew it they would rise 
en masse and squelch it at once. Church and state must be 
forever separate. But when our great statesmen will cheer 
8 toast like that, we the people must take the government 
into our own hands and elect men that cannot be handled by 
the pope of Rome. I hav always been a Republican and 
voted the ticket, but in the light of all these things I am 
ready to help organize a new party with the Nine Demands 
for a platform. The time has come that such a party is 
a necessity. The old parties are so close that they will both 
bid for the church vote just the same as the present adminis- 
tration has. The ‘‘ Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion” episode 
of 1884 has to be overcome, hence the actions of our pets of 
the administration at the dedication of the Catholic Univer- 
sity in Washington on the 13th of last month. 
E G. G. Brox. 


Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 25, 1889. 

Mr. EprToR: I was on a visit in August of this year at 
Skaneateles lake, New York. When at the head of the lake 
in the town of Fair Haven a Catholic priest from Courtland, 
N. Y., came to the town and gave notice that he would lect- 
ure at night on '* What Ireland Was and What It Will Be." 
There was a saloon kept there by one Mr. Sweeney, so the 
priest, the Rev. Father Edward Colman, commenced to hunt 
up his dupes and run them ín the saloon and hav them treat, 
and sell them tickets for the aforesaid lecture on the condi- 
tion of the fatherland. And in order to show the condition 
of poor Ireland he got gloriously drunk toward lecture time, 
thus representing at once the two things, drink and priest, 
that are the greatest curse of Ireland. A few minutes before 
the time to go to the school-house to open fire he was stag- 
gering around on the docks in front of the saloon, and made 
a misstep into the lake. He went into the water clear out of 
sight and came to the surface again, and we helped him out. 
He then went home with a friend whom we will call ‘‘ Con," 
and forgot to return and show what Ireland would be in the 
future. Next morning very early I went down to the dock 
to see the outgoing steamer, and returning back to the house 
where I was stopping I met this Father Colman in his shirt 
sleeves wearing Con’s pants and an old hat. He looked 
hard. He stopped me and inquired if Sweeney had the 
saloon open yet, and said to me: “ I had a bad thing happen 
me last night. I gota little too much and lost me balance 
and fell in the Jake, and I am near froze this morning, and I 
will hav to wake Sweeney oop to git me a dhrop to worrum 
me oop. God forgive me! But I will lecture this evening.” 
But too many times to Sweeney’s rendered him unable, and 
we are at a loss to know what Ireland's future will be. He 
represented what it is. A. B. Fox. 


Nationa Sorprers’ Home, Wis., Dec. 5, 4.8. 289. 

Mr. Epitor: I saw in my last paper, November 30th, that 
“ hundreds hav not paid a cent for Taz Trvra SEEKER that 
they hav been receiving and reading for the past year." 
This neglect on the part of subscribers must surely be one of 
the greatest misfortunes that can befall an editor of any 
paper. If there be some that cannot pay, why in the name 
of goodness do they not tell tbe Editor in time, lest through 
carelessness they destroy ‘‘the goose that lays the golden 
egg?" Nevertheless, every editor by this time knows, or 
Should know, that 

Mankind are unco weak, 

An’ little to be trusted. 
And our Editor must know that some Liberals, at least, are 
not exceptions to this truthful proverb. Right here seems a 
place to say to the Editor, when Nelson Hunt’s subscription 
doesn’t materialize on time, stop his paper right then, for you 
may swear he’s dead—which being interpreted means that 
you may affirm with hand in pocket that he has gone to the 
summer-land, where the snow never ripeneth and where the 
bright waters will never congeal. 

I hav striven for many years to get subscribers for the 
matchless old TRuTH SEEKER, and cannot say that I hav 
altogether failed, for Isaac C. Brown through my direct 
influence is on your list, to stay. He is a worthy old philos- 
opher, gentleman, and scholar, has been a mayor of the city, 
and a commissioned officer under General Scott in the Mex- 
ican war, and has always been a useful member of society 
and an unflinching and uncompromising lifelong Infidel. 
Now, all who hav received Tug Tnurz SEEKER here, in their 
own name, owe this blessing to my influence, for I hav urged 
unceasingly the great necessity of its circulation both here 
and in Milwaukee. I was the first here to subscribe for this 
most valuable Freethought journal, and circulated it every- 
where throughout the Home to enlighten others, while 
ignorance, fanaticism, and imbecility removed it from our 
reading-room table about five years ago, I think. There is 
not a sensible man living who has read and become acquainted 
with Taz Truro SEEKER that will do without it if, by hook 
or crook, he can manage to pay for it. So, now, my Liberal 
friends, let us be wise in the matter of prompt payment in 
this, case, lest it turn out in the end that we destroy the 
source from whence we derive our greatest comfort. 

Nzrsow Hunr. 


CaMBRIDGEPORT, Mass., Dec. 8, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: I feel it my duty to say a word in regard to 
the last congress of the American Secular Union. I hav had 
the honor of sitting and voting in several congresses of the 
National Liberal League. I hav had the extreme pleasure of 
sitting in said meetings with that nobleman Elizur Wright ; 
that unflagging worker for Liberalism, Leland, and others of 
similar minds—men whom I loved and who loved mankind 
and the cause, men that would ennoble and lift up the human 
race, male and female, from the low and degrading depths of 
superstition into which the church for generations has 


brought them. Were I going to make a pilgrimage to any 
shrine to worship I know of none more worthy to kneel to 
than theirs. Has the last congress taken the least thought 
of what such minds would say? No—emphatically no. 
It has trampled on their life-work. Would they hav 
invited their greatest enemy, the church, into their congress 
to sit, speak, and vote on Liberal work? No, they would 
not. They had no use for any person—pope, king, priest, 
or parson—who could not heartily subscribe to the Nine De- 
mands. The last congress has sounded the loudest funeral 
knell for the Secular Union that has ever been sounded. Get 
the church-members into the Union! It is monstrons; it is 
absurd. I was a church-member for several years, and I 
know the inwardness of them. What did their pet apostle 
Paul say? ‘I would be all things to all men, that I might 
thereby gain some.” So will these dupers do to the present 
day. They will pretend to side with the Liberal congress 
until they get a voting majority, then good-bye, Secular 
Union. McGlynn may be a very fine man, but while he is a 
Catholic I would not trust him. He is a man of too much 
sense not to know that the church is rotten to the core. His 
knowing all that and still clinging to the church shows me 
that he is not honest. Why doesn’t he do like Bruno when he 
saw the falsity of the thing—get out and leave it forever? 
That, the Bruno kind, is the kind of men and women that is 
wanted in the Secular Union. Now, for the sake of the 
Union, don't ask or admit Christians to this board. Don’t 
hav any but the Nine Demands, and believe me, they will 
come out all right. Let them truckle to the church and it 
will be the death of the American Secular Union. Believe 
me, my dear sir, to be a sincere well-wisher to the cause of 
free speech, free press, and free mails. I. W. AROHIBAID. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y., Dec. 10, 1889. 

Mz. Eprroz: I did not propose to wrangle with Mr. Perry 
on any subject but Spiritism. I understood him to say, in 
his second letter, that he had enough of wrangling with me 
on that subject. He then had no further claim on my at- 
tention except in response to reasonable objections, civilly 
and intelligently offered to my theories. His letters do not 
meet that requirement in any respect. Therefore, having 
sustained the reputation of an obliging disposition to a 
greater extent than I proposed, and wasted as much of my 
time and your space for the amusement of your readers as 
we can well afford at present, I think it expedient to sus- 
pend such nonsense and get down to business. 

The person who can read my letters and then charge me 
with saying that I hav neglected to investigate the cause of 
phenomena in nature, is evidently either intellectually or 
morally, or both intellectually and morally, unqualified to 
discuss any question with intelligence and fairness, and will 
likely be a hindrance rather than a help to investigating the 
cause of phenomena in nature. Therefore, I think it ex- 
pedient to thank Mr. Perry for his proffered assistance, and 
dispense with his services. If science is knowledge, his 
letters do not indicate that he has reached the threshold of 
her temple. He should giv us a clear and correct explana- 
tion of whether spirit is an organic and personal individual- 
ity, independent of physical matter, or an inorganic and uni- 
versal property of physical matter, before he addresses Mr. 
Tuttle any further on the subject of Spiritism. 

When a school-boy, taking my first lessons on the cause of 
phenomena in nature, I found the statement in one of my 
school-books that when the discoverers of this hemisphere 
endeavored to sail into and explore the gulf of Mexico, they 
were intercepted by a river-like current of warm water flow- 
ing out of the gulf at the rate of four or five miles an hour. 
The savants of that time jumped to the conclusion that the 
current was caused by subterranean springs in the gulf. 
That was the popular theory in my boyhood days, and no 
effort has been made to popularize any other. It has been 
suggested that the Mississippi and grand rivers are more 
likely to be the cause than subterranean springs. To that 
proposition it is pertinently objected that the water of -those 
rivers is fresh and muddy, and much below the temperature 
of the current, whose water is clear and salt as any in the 
ocean. 

Referring to the chart of ocean currents, as traced on the 
map of the globe in my school atlas, I found that they all 
begin at the equator; hence they, and all their branches and 
meanderings, are equatorial their entire length. The ocean 
current in the north Atlantic begins at the equator and passes 
circuitously through the gulf of Mexico, and thence north- 
ward until intercepted in the northern ocean by formations 
of the polar basin. It has two branches that cross the ocean, 
indicating a declivity from west to east as well as from the 
equator to the pole, and two trough-like depressions that 
cross the ocean. From the equator to the gulf this ocean 
river is labeled the ‘‘ equatorial current ;” thence, northward, 
it is labeled the ** gulf stream.” The chart being the result 
of actual survey, it is indisputable authority, except the name 
on the northern part of the current—that being a relic of a 
once popular vagary, it should suggest the application of a 
damp sponge. 

The discovery of this hemisphere led to the circumnavi- 
gation of the globe, demonstrating that long ‘‘ established 
facts in science” were false, and theories based upon them 
were vagaries. Hence, I learned with my first lessons on 
the mysteries of nature to hav no respect or regard for 
pretended established facts in science that are liable to be 
refuted by positivly ascertained facts in nature. It was to 
establish such pretended facts in science that Giordano Bruno 
was chained toa stake and burnt to death, and Galileo was 
compelled to recant or share a like fate. ‘‘ Established facts 
in science” forsooth! No facts are established in science 
until positivly ascertained to exist in nature. 

J. A. TUTTLE. 
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Children’s Larner. 


Edited by Miss Busan XI. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent, 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's oconpations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Lovingest Face in the World. 


‘s I love you, mamma,” my little one said, 
As close to my heart crept her golden head, 

* I love you lots,” with a clasp and kiss, 

** Tho best of all mammas my mamma is.” 

* And I think,” said she, looking up in my eyes, 
With & glance that was tender and grave and 


wise, 
** That you've got just the lovingest face, Oh, Oh, 
I'm glad you're my mamma, I love you so.” 


What was the praise of the world to me 
To the love of the little one throned on my 
knee? 
And this was my prayer ag I kissed the eyes 
That were smiling up to me, pansywise, 
* May the face of thy mother forever be 
The ‘ lovingest’ face in the world to thee.” 


—Ladies! Home Journal. 
——— 9-499 — — — — 


A Handbook of Freethought. 


BY W. 8. BELL. 

Here it is. Just what has long been 
wanted. This handsome book of 384 pages 
fills the bill exactly. Nicely bound, well 
printed, it is bristling with undeniable and 
unimpeachable evidence against the superati- 
tions of the times, culled from the works of 
the best known writers and thinkers. 

You know when you are arguing you fre- 
quently want a reference to establish a point. 
You cannot always think at the moment just 
where to find it. For any such purpose this 
Handbook is a precious treasure. It con- 

. tains special allusion to all biblical questions, 
heaven, hell, miracles, Jesus Christ, and the 
devil, as well as the myths and the mysteries 
out of which they hav grown. 

The book is excellent. Every Liberal 

- should possess it. And oh! would it not be 
' fine to introduce it into Sunday-schools! 
What an uprising there would be. The 
scales would drop instantly. Let us do all 
we can to start it that way, and encourage 
the noble author for his good work. I hope 
ten million copies may be sold. "The price is 
reasonable, only $1.25. Susan H. WixoN. 
o 
A Pair of Gods. 

For many years I hav denied all the gods 
of every kind and degree. But since coming 
' to Tennessee, I find it absolutely necessary 
to hav a god. Here a man with a god, no 
matter how notorious a liar he may be, can 
make out a bill against a man without a god, 
no matter how truthful and worthy of confi- 
dence he may be, and collect the same even 
if no debt was due him. The liar can swear 
by his god and get it. So I hav been casting 
about me for a god and hav got one. I 
thought I would hav to advertise for one, 
but remembering my luck in advertising for 
a ghost some years ago, I feared I would not 
succeed any better. t 

I got no ghost, nor any tidings of one, al. 
though I asked for correspondence concern- 
ing them. I thought it very strange, since 
some eighty thousand men get their living, 
in the United States alone, in the ghostly 
business. 

But I hav got à god, and this is the way of 
- it: Having to do some swearing in court, and 

not wishing to prejudice the poor man's case, 

I took the oath like a little man. 

** Why, I thought you didn't believe in any 
God.” 

. “Oh, well, I believe in the God of the 
statute.” 

** The God of the statute? And what kind 
of a god is that ?” 

“ Just any kind you please. You just pay 
your money and take your choice." 

And, on further consideration, I hav con- 
cluded to adopt another one, for fear the first 

- one might be lonesome. And the two cost 
no more than one, nor take up no more room. 

My second one is the Presbyterian God. He 

has not any body, go he will occupy no room; 

he has no arms or legs, no hands or feet, no 
head or heels; he loves nothing, hates noth- 
ing, has no joy or sorrow, never laughs or 
weeps, is without body, parts, or passions; 
knows nothing, feels nothing, is nothing. 

He occupies just about as much space as the 

hole in the river from which & fish was taken 
-ten years ago, and is about as potent as the 

smoke now left in a sieve caught full from 
` the sacrificial fire of Cain and Abel. 

How proud & mother would feel of & son 


without body, parts, or passions. I wonder 
how much it would cost a father to educate 
such a son in a full graduating course in 
Princeton College. 

Yes, now I hav two gods—a pair of them. 
How proud I do feel of my possessions. . 


St. Elmo, Tenn. L. L. Goopwin. 
— +-o——_——_—— 


Nothing Saved. 

A little boy was walking with his father 
one day. As they trudged along the father 
saw an old horseshoe lying in the road, and 
bade the boy pick it up and take it along. 

The lad looked at the shoe carelessly and 
replied that it was not worth carrying, where- 
upon the father said nothing more, but quietly 
picked it up himself. He pretty soon sold 
the old iron for a penny at a roadside smithy 
and invested the coin in cherries. 

The day was hot, and presently the man 
noticed that his son was beginning to cast 
longing eyes upon the box of cherries, but 
did not offer any to his son. He made pre- 


| tenses of eating them, and dropped one to the 


ground as if by accident. 

The boy pieked it up quickly and ate it 
with a relish. 

A little further on another dropped, and 
this, too, the lad lost no time in securing. 
So, one by one, all the cherries were dropped 
and picked up. 

** Well,” remarked the father, when the 
last one had been eaten, ‘‘it did not pay to 
pick up that horseshoe, perhaps, but if you 
had stooped once for that, you wouldn't hav 
needed to bend twenty times for the cherries.” 

The moral of the story is an old one, but 
more generally known than heeded: '' Lazy 
folks take the most pains.”— Youth’s Oom- 


panion. 
————— tO 


The Old Man, 


Bow low the head, do reverence to the old 
man, once like you. The vivissitudes of life 
hav silvered his hair and changed the round, 
merry face to the worn visage before you. 
The heart beat with aspiration, that is crushed 
by disappointment, as yours, perhaps, is 
destined to be. Once that form stalked 
proudly through the gay scenes of pleasure, 
the beau ideal of grace; now the hand of 
time that withers the fiowers of yesterday has 
bent that figure and destroyed that noble car- 
riage. Once, at your age, he possessed the 
thousand thoughts that pass through your 
brain, now wishing to accomplish deeds equal 
to a nook in fame; anon imagining life a 
dream that the sooner he awoke from the 
better. But he has lived the dream very near 
through, the time to awaken is very near at 
hand; bis eye never kindles at old deeds of 
daring, and the hand takes a firmer grasp of 
the staff. Bow low the head, boy, as you 
would in your old age be reverenced. 

——————_-~o-+ —— — 
Practical. 

According to the philosophers everything 
has two uses, a lower and a higher. Some 
very common people find this out for them- 
selvs, so far, at least, as the practical applica- 
tion of it is concerned. 

The daughter of the rector of a parish in 
East London over the border taught the choir 
boys a new tune at a Monday evening's 
rehearsal, to be sung on the following Suv- 
day. Sunday morning came. 

“ Well, Johnny," said Miss X., *I hope 
you havn't forgotten the new tune, for we 
depend much on you." 

'"Naw, mum, not a bit. I've been a-skeer- 
ing crows with it all the week."— Youth's 


Companion. 
—————__ r 


In and Into, 

Discriminate between in and into. Into 
should be used and not in after a verb of mo- 
tion, or when insertion or entrance is denoted. 
Thus, “He went into the house.” “They 
rode into the park." In, denoting presence 
or situation within limits, should be used in 
such sentences as, ''They had a pleasant 
drive in the park.” In is frequently used for 
into when the noun is omitted to which it 
properly belongs; as, ‘‘ They hav come in,” 
i.e., into the room.  ** The steamer has come 
in,” ¢.¢., has come into port. We may say, 
in general, that into indicates entrance, 
change, or motion in a more marked degree 
than in. 

to 
Correspondence. 


Miss Wixon: I hav never written for the 
Corner, but I admire the efforts of the chil- 
dren and never failto read them. My brother, 
a pronounced Infidel, takes Tue 'TRuTH 
SEEKER. In looking over the Corner news, 
I noticed Master G. J. Remsburg stated in Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER No. 5 that James G. Blaine, 
who is appropriately styled the ‘‘Plumed 
Knight,” was given that title during the 


Blaine-Cleveland campaign. Now, the TRUTH 
SEEKER boy did not get the truth. Colonel 
Ingersoll styled Mr. Blaine the “ Plumed 
Knight” in 1876, at Cincinnati, O., when he 
put him in nomination for the presidency of 
the United States, and the following are his 
words. ‘‘Like an armed, like a Plumed 
Knight James G. Blaine marched down the 
halls of Congress and threw his shining lance 
full and fair in the brazen foreheads of the 
defamers of his country and the maligners of 
her honor. For the Republican party to 
desert this gallant leader now is as though an 
army should desert their general upon the 
field of battle,” or as Uriah’s army did under 
the instructions of the ‘‘ man after God’s own 
heart.” Your little friend, 
Morri RANDOLPH. 


MONO LAKE. 


BRIDGEPORT, CaL., Jan. 25, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Your kindness in pub- 
lishing my last has encouraged me to try 
again. I would like to tell the little readers 
of the Corner something about Mono lake, 
the great Dead sea of America. It lies ina 
great basin surrounded by ridges of sand, 
sage-brush, greese-wood, wiltons, etc. The 
water is beautiful to look at, clear and spark- 
ling, but oh, what a wretched taste it has. I 
cannot tell you all the different minerals or 
salts it contains, but, judging from the taste, 
I should say it contained a little of everything 
in creation that was nasty and disagreeable. 
Although many people drink it believing it 
to contain great medicinal qualities, others 
ship it to different points and sell it, much of 
it going to San Francisco, while others still 
use it for bathing purposes. It seems to me a 
disease must be bad indeed if it is worse than 
the remedy. I hav bathed in it myself, and 
it is fine for that purpose, being very buoy- 
ant, although you feel, on coming out, that 
you hav been swimming in an oil tank. 

Notwithstanding the water is so clear and 
sparkling, there is not a living thing to be 
found in it. I think God, in his fifth day’s 
work, must hav forgotten that he had made 
such a lake, for I am sure that it has not 
brought forth abundantly moving creatures. 
But the fowl of the air is a grand success, for 
there seems to be almost millions of ducks 
during the fall and winter months, besides 
geese and other fowl. In the summer months 
there are great quantities of worms gathered 
all round the margiu of the water and 
thrown up in ridges by the action of the 
waves, of which the Indians, Payutes and 
Diggers, gather great quantities, digging 
them for their winter’s food. Chickens and 
hogs eat them with greediness, the former 
often dying from the excessiv use of them. 
In the center of the lake is an island owned 
by a Frenchman, engaged in the business of 
raising goats (which reminds me that I must 
tell you some time about my adventures with 
a billy). hav never been on the island my- 
self, but many go there every summer to 
gather gull eggs, which are deposited in 
great numbers. 

There are many strange and wonderful 
stories told of things that hav happened 
around the lake. Of people that hav been 
murdered and thrown into it for conceal- 
tment, Of one man who had killed many 
Indians and sank them ao they would petrify, 
intending: to use them for gateposts and door- 
steps. Ido not know whether there is any 
truth in the story or not. No one, as far as I 
know, has ever seen any doorsteps and gate- 
posts of that description. Still, the same 
man did hav much trouble with the Payutes. 
And only last winter one of them. that he had 
had a diffücuity with, took the liberty of de. 
liberately murdering him with his own (the 
murdered man's) rífle; shot him down while 
he was out feeding his pigs, and got his 
squaw to help him pack him in the house, 
where they shot him a second time after the 
man was helpless. And because the poor 
woman wa8 frightened and did not want to 
help him in his murderous work, he under- 
took to kill her, shooting her twice, neither 
shot, however, proving fatal. She was, after 
a long and hard struggle for life, nursed back 
into health, only to meet a fate a thousand 
times worse. 

She was brought into court as a witness, 
her evidence, of course, sending the man to 
the state’s prison for a long term. No sooner 
had he been sent away than, by command of 
the chief, her own tribe took her out and 
stoned her to death. So it seems that a few 
of the relics of the good old Bible days still 
remain. 

How I wish that you could spend one sum- 
mer in this glorious climate—camping ont, 
trout-fishing, and bathing in some of the 
many hot springs. What a grand opportu- 
nity you would hav to study some of the mag- 
nificent scenery of the Sierras. "There is talk 
of building a railroad through this part of 
the country in the near future. Should they 
do 80, then you could come and see for your- 
self. You could make your home with us. 
We liv east of the mountains, and near the 
foot of Castle Peak, one among the highest 
mountains of the Sierras. We could take 
horses and, in three days, could go to the top, 
from which can be seen the Pacific, as well 
as many of the beautiful valleys on the other 
side of the range, and back again, camping 
out one night. We might, in our wanderings, 
run across a big gold mine and make our 
fortunes. Then, I suppose, you would bea 
gold-bug, wouldn't you, instead of an editor ? 
But my letter is too long, for there are so 
many things to talk about. Lir. 
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Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and LEnjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Comprenp or raz Narunan Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
ExocnancE. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODHEN, 
By J. A. FROUDE. 


Price, 


Ingersoll on MoGlynn. 


33., 300. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G, INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


^ ROBT. G. INGERSOLL'S 
OPENING SPEEOH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers and Merchants? 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 centa. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


^ By R. €. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3cents; 80cents per dozen ; $2 per 10 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 1(0. 


Is the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 
Príce, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


PROTEST AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE- WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
10 cents. 


Tele- 


Price, . . 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12m9, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R., 8urrg. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Bv B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS 


AN ADDRESS 
By RORT. G. ENG DREISOLE, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Associution, at Albany, 
N. FY., Jan. 21, 1890. 


Tho only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICK, TEN CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


B ; 
Giordano Bruno. 
His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of tho American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
Geoxds Jacos HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

TuADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 16 cents; ten copies ft : & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS, 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 
ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be & Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J, GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a-thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 


Tho appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 


A suggestion of a really praotioable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 

he romantic narrativ i8 rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D, Author of '*Hebrew 
Mythology,” * The Oareer of Jesus Christ.” 


ge fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
-—LE8. XiV,l. 
Ohildren and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 


Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, - . 


$1.00. 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS 1T LU 

DESIRU CTIVIE. OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 
BY " 

COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R.B. WESTBROOK, CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jr., SALADIN (W: Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, SUSAN H. WIXON, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, F. M. HOLLAND, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, J. A. BURNHAM, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


Supszots OF PAPERS: 
-Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why? 


Jf there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CEN TS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


YRY-SQUARE, 


F ? 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its-guococess, 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having establishad 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and othor- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROMES REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Exitra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

À very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two 8y8- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pare logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 

e 


Oloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ee en 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR: 


. A Key to Bible Investigation. 


Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Oontradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price only 25 cents. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
$8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


8vo, 


Address 


Exx | For the benefit of our read- 
f hors who preserve their papers 
| two offer a new style of binder, 
jmade for the Farpore, and 
QD maaan IA giiwith the heading of THE 
E: at js TRUTH SEEKER printed in 
Bc Seite gold letters on the outside. 
; =< This binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 


from any part of the file without disturbing the- 


other parts. 
Sent by mail; postpaid, for 
Address THE TRUTH 8E 


$1. 
EKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


OONTAINING 

Tables, Rules, Practical Hinta, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers, and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 
Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Iliustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 

More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 

ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 


For $50 worth of * Cold Facts” boiled down in a 
Nutshell. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


^ By HunLsUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 cents. 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, $42 Broadway, N. 


AASERTS WANTED cepe ie c 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory. 


CNATÜRAL AND SOIENTIFIO METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. _ 


The Boston Post says: "This book aótuall.. 

shows us bow to keep our memories in good work. 

ing condition and repair them when out of order.’ 
Price by mail $1. 


Parturition Without Pain. 
By M. L. HornBRoox. M.D. 


Godey's Lady's Book Bays: ‘* We giv our cordis! 
approbation to this work. The information 1 
contains is most important, and, we are fully cou 


vinoed, reliable." Price by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Caretully revised edition, with 111 illustrations 
The most perfect book for men and women eve: 
published. 50,000 sold. 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relationa 
d in Their Bearing on the Producing 
dren of Finer Heaith and 

Greater Ability. | 


Bx M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
The Sctenttto American says: “This work is 
scisntific, sober, clean, and worthy of conscien- 


tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTH; 


Price $2, by mail lins 


an 


OR, 
Foop AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WoRK. 


The New York Herald says: “Dr. Holbrook'e 
book is among the very best of its kind.” f 

The Home and Garden says: “A study of this 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the cost of the book 
every day in providing for a family, besides in- 
creasing health, strength, and longevity.” $1. 


Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburs's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian churoh are thirty- 
10 cents. 


nine poor, broken-down Opinions.” 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Publie Schools and the Catholic 


Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 


A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
$ Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ' Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of thia 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Bpirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


book. 
E Extra Cloth: 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IRON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood.........:secseeseecneses T es 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 


13 Essay ou Miracles. David Hume........... 1 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh..,.,..2.... serere 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with à Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. ©. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Fresthought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
28 Christianity: lts Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts........ e 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 


5 
5 
5 


aon oe 


31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 65 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
48 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 


44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People... Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for " God's chosen” sve. 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh......- ^ 
4 Why I was Excommunieated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Auswers.......... 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ................... 10 
1 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hel. A. Holy- 
jo ——— M PE 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil.. sees UD 
11 New Life of Jacob........... S39 9505 dus uio SEEN ES 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©, Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Infiuence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents, 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po.ucical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcsss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Marries. Fully reported. 
Paper, 36 cents; cloth, 60 cents. y 
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Obituary. 


J. S. Thomson died at his home in Camp- 
town, February 6th, after a long and painful 
illness, in his seventy-fifth year; his compan- 
ion of nearly fifty-two years survives to 
mourn the loss of a kind and loving husband 
and father. His two children, M. M. Thom- 
son, of Binghampton, and Addie M. Reed, 
were at his bedside when hefellasleep. The 
Odd Fellows of Wyalusing Lodge 503, of 
which he was & charter member, kindly as- 
sisted during his illness, and officiated at the 
grave. Rev. J.C. Johnson, who is a mem. 
ber of the order, delivered an appropriate ad- 
dress. 

J. S. Thomson was bound by no creed or 
society; what his reason told him was true 
and right, that he advocated, regardless of 
popular opinion. He knew not whether there 
was a continuation of life beyond our ken, 
but was ready to accept what nature had in 
Store for him. 

. Oax Mitts. Kax., Jan. 30, 1890. 

To THE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
It is with a sad heart that I announce to you 
and the readers of your paper the death of a 
noble young man, my honored cousin, George 

` W. Biler. He died of that horrible disease, 
pneumonia, at the home of his uncle, Mr. H. 
O. Fisher, in this vicinity, on January 28th, 
aged twenty years. Thus the icy hand of 


: death has deprived this vicinity of one of 


its most honored and highly respected young 
.men. His untimely death is a great calamity 
to the host of admiring friends who followed 
him to his last resting-place on the sunny 
slope of Round Prairie. George W. Eiler 
wasa good young man in every sense of the 
word. His life was without blemish, and 


although he died hard, he met death with.gz| 


undaunted spirit and without fear: George 


` was an honest, kind-hearte2, and charitable 


young man. He was-s atranger to selfishness 
and always trie3 to eee how much he could 
do for these he loved. The basis of a high 
ebaracter, unsullied integrity, and unimpeach- 


-able honor belonged to him. Those who 


knew him best loved him most, and now that 
he has been taken from us we feel that it has 
left à void which time can never fill. A more 
industrious, a more intelligent, a more honest, 
& kinder-hearted young man has never lived. 
The curtain of futurity—that impenetrable 
curtain—has fallen, and we see him no more, 
but he leaves to his sorrowing relative and 
friends a legacy in the remembrance of his 
virtues, his services, his honor, and his truth. 
Gro. J. RemsBurG. 


CONSTRUCTIVE FREETHOUGHT. 


In ‘TEE KINGDOM OF THE UNSELFISH,” by John 
Lord Peck. toe readers of this paper can find some 
genuine Censiructive Freethought, which, in the 
words of one of their own writers: “ reaches for- 
ward to grasp some philosophy of life and its 
myriad 


meoa—some teaching that shall crystallize 
aroand this present life and lift it to a pedestal 
hitherto unknown--some lofty purpose that shall 
fill and brill all with a new and glorious entbu. 
siasm.” This is what the book really accom- 
lishes. To o^tain it incloge price, $1.20, to the 
MPIRE Book BUREAU, 28 Lafayette t1., New York. 


New Model Hall Typewriter 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World.§ 


Cheap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 
rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 


WARRANTED A8 REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P, 0, box 5159. 
Send for catalog and specimens of work. 


‘The Candle from Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, - = - 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


W. S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 

N à Porn 15 CENTS. 

- Accept my thanks for you 
aiscouree. y ames Parto 4 r pris &nd useful 

am much pleased wi our ad i 

notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. rone aTa mi 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
ES papet, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


AN'TI PROHIBITION. 

Ti " PSOE 20 CENTS. 

he number of heads under which yon hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending ** Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ange put in the principles of self-Zovernment.— 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,078 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
moroceo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 

volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 

den $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italv. The letters 
from Rome aliere ire worth the price 
of the hook, With a steel-plate portrait 
^2 the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be à very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov. 
ers, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically, It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages, 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennerr and Rev. G. H. 
HuMPHnEY. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 


bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 
Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. Bennert and Cyrus Rowurnvus R. 


Terp. Jesus the Lord God Creator ot 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
a8 to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Benyett affirms; Marr denies. This ig 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETI. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon & great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu. 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism, Pa- 

cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Zyr^h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First mui of Bennett the 
Apostle the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. i 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 conts. 
Sinfal Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
venía. : 


ae A —————————————— 
. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE, 
Sixth edition, 544pp., - 


Price, $2. 


$1.55. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By GIACOMO BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof..of Philosophy at the Liceo Danto, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 

By Davin FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 

Authorized translation from sixth German edition 

by Mathilde Blind. 


A19pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Important Information for All, and “ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mus. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. Banixa.GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
' Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of. MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 


446pp. - - - - Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangeliealism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 


By JOSIE OPPENREIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymus, and Recitations. 
For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funer- 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphe, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 


Social and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. HoGax. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCIIARD. 
Paper, - - - 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 

Theologieal Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PECK. 

Priee, - - - - 


40 cenis. 


25 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
18 Lafayette Pi.. NewYork. 


MATERIALISM AND CRIME 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL, 
Paper, 128mo, 85 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Its ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 

By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 

" . . 50 cents, 


Oloth, 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


| Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 35 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


HE ALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. Have We a Supernatural Inspired, Miraculoua 


By E. E. Gur». 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilizanon and Hebrew Narra- 
tivein Genesis ard Exodus. 


By Van Boren DENSLOW, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL snd MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses HULL. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tur Present AND FuTURE REPUBLIO OF 
NoRTH AMERICA. 
Advooates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vəntive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 cta.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 
POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Oharles Bradlaugb 
&nd Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E.N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. 
By M. G. H. 


Price, 10 cents. 

. . s 
Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARBISON. 

Price; 15 cents. 


. RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
By Gboran! are 
it 


Exceptions to the Charactcr of 
Christ s a Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


fecal SIR. cii RARE RE St 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Bix Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 

Washington an Unbeliever. 

Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
; Christian Sabbath. 
Each, 6 cents; bound, pag., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. ' 
Price, 25 cents. 


St, Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 
By BEOULABIST. 


Price, 10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 


Including Allah, Jebovah, Batan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Obrist, Virgin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. IL “ Gods and Religions.”) 
833pp., Pap., 60 c.; olo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 
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Truth Seeker Traets. 


NoTEz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


are out of print. 


22 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 
31 God and God-Houses.............ess. 
85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ..ccccsscceceseeee 
31 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z...... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam......... 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
4% Cruelty & Credulityof the Human Race... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.,........ 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. | Underwood......... 
62 The Jews and their God........... n 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. — Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No, 2....... 
40 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon......... 
41 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
13 Foundations. John Syphers.......... 
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14. Danielin the Lion’s Den.  Bennett......... 
45 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. QI 
16 Reply to E. F; Brown. Bennett... 


47 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson, ,........ 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B. F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.. 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers.............-.. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell........ 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker........... e. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... 5 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 1 
105 Decadence of Christiav'ty. Capphro..... 
107 Ihe Safe Side. H. B. Brown.............-. 
110 Invocation to tho Universe. — Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev. M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett............ eese 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett..... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston..... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell........... 
_ 121 Ingersoll’s Review of his Reviewers......... 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 
123 Paine Vindieated. Ingersoll and *'Ob- 
BOTVOL” „asasasosanusasacaseoasanoosancenceaene 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ........... E 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann.......... T 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood...........eeeeeeee DUPETOEMUTES 
130 The Wthies of Religion. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........... 
137 Christian Love. C. D. James........ 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper... 
140 Astro-Theology .......... — ees 
141 Intidelity. H. W. Beecher. 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon... 
148 Chang Wau Ho. Bli Perkins........ 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus... 
749 Age of Shams. ...cccccseseceeseeusecseresceeess 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will Yon Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
350 Tho Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman ........eeeeeeee enean nnne e 
361 What isthe Bible? M. W. H... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.. 
158 The Fool's Creed....... 
` 159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting.... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman....... 
161 Protestant Persecutions.......ceccscsecseees 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennctt.....scoccoccccscsscrsoessssceee LO 
164 Bible Impeaehed. Chapman............... 2 


Ot ie B3 WKY CU b2 QUOO CO VNV 02 Ot 05 O0 02 CO to OL ED 


ct 


= 
6» D 02 Co t5 bD E DO NH e o 


10 


m 
O5 r5 t0 O to Qt to Co OL 021 


H 
$3 03 Ot E b2 bo Ct b 0 C5 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary "Transmission. ^ Prof Els- 
burg, M.D.....eceeeeeeeee enne HH D 
2 Evolution; Homogeneous to Heteroge- 

. meous.. Underwood............... 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin 5 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M. 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. MeCarvoll...... 2 

3 
2 
0 


7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 

8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. 

9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske... x 

20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. ... cesses assscvcesscccetasscesceesee L 

11 Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8, Brigham, M.D......ccscssscssesessees 

48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium,........... m 


X27 See note at head of column, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 35 Cents, 


THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. i ; 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews. and magazines the latest papers o 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 
The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S ' Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives afl the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 
If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SERKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances, 


It advocates the abolition of all Jaws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward @ union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


` Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


It seems hardly worth while to call attention of old-time radical thinkers to 
** Plain Home Talk,” since probably most of them are familiar with it. Yet there 
may be some such who hav lost or loaned their copies of the work and who would 
be glad to get a new copy of the latest revised edition. To the younger generations 
of Liberals and to recent converts to Freethought literature ‘‘ Plain Home Talk” js a 
book that offers much of interest in the line of radical thought on marriage and social 
relations, besides much very valuable instruction concerning physiology, hygiene, and 
what it is well for everyone to know concerning disease, its causes, prevention, and 


treatment.— Truth Seeker. 


IF YOU WANT TO KNOW 


All about the human body,in health and disease. nature’ s secrets revealed, 
How life is perpetuated,health maintained, diseaseinduced,deathdelayed, 
| How to marry your own mate. and transmit wealth of health to posterity; 
| Read the most popular, comprehensive and useful book treating of 
; MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL SCIENCE. 

which Dr. Eadon declares to be “priceless in value, new, startling 
and very instructive.” The latest edition is more complete and val- 
uable than ever. having been re-written in important parts. It con- 
tains AN APPENDIX of great practical utility made up of 


OVER 200 PRESCRIPTIONS OR RECIPES 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPRON. 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Joan W. OHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
sow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oo»x. 

8. EYOLUTION OF MIND: It8 nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. RoBERT G. ECOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By JAMES A. SKIL- 


TON. 
30. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY | hi 


AMPSON. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWIS 


G. JANES 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Netson C. 
PARSHALL. 

18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. Onapwiox. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyr NIOHOLS. 

15. THE EFFECT8 OF EVOLUTION ON THE 


COMING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
RAVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
acter as Gororjbed in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of "Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy” Paper, 8vo, 35 conis. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833Dp., 
silk cloth, $3. 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in Bilverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 


9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10 A adjusted, |. 
a 


$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case., add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50: 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust.proof case. 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
eis, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.£0; 
inged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettsteln" Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin £ilVer, $22.50 ; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
m Best open-face filled screw case. $27; hinged, 

0; hunting, $26; Louis XLV style, $2 vo $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold tilled, 7 jawelB. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and aramond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 

DIAMONDS. 

An elegant 3 atone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnifisent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliantg, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shaPe, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same. price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Ali bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Liberal Bleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies mecting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The X anhattan Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast Sth street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The Public cordially invited, 


Brooklyn Philosophica! Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Banday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religions and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publications alwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 p 45 pas at Paine Memoria! Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secuiar Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison Btreet. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays; at 2 


P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HkrenToN, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., 8t 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomper,Preg,; LEROY BERRIER,Beo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free digoussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burg, Cor. Seo. | 


The Walla Walla Liberal Clab 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 
ha!l Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends, C. B. REYNOLDS, Pree.; A.W. CALDER; See. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday neyine s m 
ave., (Fraternity Hall). oture followe 
by debates. ‘The public cordially invited. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent Postpaid, 
Tor 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 


50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.— Kztiraot. 


Address THE TRUTH BEEKER Co. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HYMN. BOOK contains songs 
by the best Poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, izideod, by all wbo hav examined it. Price 
n 


Address THE TRUTH SzkEzR Oo. . 


sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 ets. for his “Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
R as the result of youthful 
follies, iudescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth au 
External Application, —> 


POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 


the hands of those afltict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT, 

“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
1y assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View. 


Address, _ 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


NJ. 


And say whero you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and a 
very successiul physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—The Liberal, 
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A BILL has been introduced in the New 
Jersey legislature requiring employers to 
allow iheir workmen two hours after the 
polls open on election day, in which to vote. 


Tarse policemen had io be cailed into a| 
St. Louis church the other Sunday to subdue ' 
two of the brethren who were racing over 
the building, one chasing 
the other with a shovel. 


GOÓDS AND RELIGIONS WORLDS SAGES, THINKERS, 
. ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I, Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in. | Biggraphios of $00 of the Leading Philosophers, 


AND REFORMERS. 


cluding Jehovsh, Satan G 
Jesus Christ, Vir in Mary, and ths Bible. 
Svo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully ail | 


i Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
tho Holy Ghos | “New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 

from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. Svo, 1,07%5pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. €., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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Wira a more enlightened understanding of 
the laws of heredity, and a more rational and 
universal system of education, we shall find 
the tendency to crime diminishing.—R. C. 
Adams. . 


THE moral actions of men are not the prod. 
uct of their volition, but of their antecedents. 
— Spence, 


Tux Koran is a rhap- 


sody, without connec- 


Youna Abraham Lin- 
coln is dead. 


Tue question of secu- 
Jar or denominational 
schools is vexing the 
British Parliament. 


A SMOKELESS powder 
has been tested in Eu- 
rope, and is being ex. 
perimented with at 
Washington. 


Taux French agent in 
Dahomey, Africa, asks 
for more troops, as the 
situation of the French 
there has become critical. 


Tug dissensions in 
Canada hav given rise 
there to the coining of a 
new by-word of political 


tion, without order, and 


without art. This tedi- 


RTL TOR TD 


strife, ‘‘ Race and relig- 
ion.” 


THE engineers com- 
missioned to report on 
the Panama canal state 
that the work to be done 
is of discouraging mag- 
nitude. 

Tee divine right of 


monarchy is still claimed 
in Europe, Emperor Will- 


iam speaking of Ger- 
many as ‘‘the land in- 


trusted to me by God.” 


D 


AT Hamburg, N. Y., 


in 


on the 6th, a train broke 


- - MM a ea oe 
hr ME nediccked Pe a moe; 


ous book is, neverthe- 
less, said to be a very 
fine production, at least 
by the Arabs, who assert 
that it is written with an 
elegance and purity 
which no later work has . 
cqualed. It is a poem, 
or a sort of rhymed 
prose, consisting of three 
thousand verses. No 
poem ever advanced the 
fortune of its author so 
much as the Koran. It 
was disputed among the 
Mussulmans whether it 
was eternal, or God had 
created it in order to dic- 
tate it to Mobammed. 
The doctors decided that 
it was eternal; and they 
were right: this eternity 
is a much finer opinion 
than the. other, for with 
the vulgar we must al- 
ways adopt that which is 
the most incredible. — 
Voltaire, 


Ir religion were more 
clear, it would hav less 
cherm for the ignorant, 
who are pleased only 
with obscurity, terrors, 
fables, prodigies, and 
things incredible.— 
D' Holbach. 


Ir the God is infinitly 


good, in the human 


——À———— 


in two; and by the fore 
part coming toa stand- 
still and the rear part 
crashing into it, ten per- 
sons were killed. 


Last Sunday the workingmen of London 
held a great mass meeting in Hyde park to 
protest against the cruelty of Russia to polit- 
ical prisoners. Annie Besant, John Burns, 
Michael Davitt, and others spoke. 


Tux opinions of prominent men upon the 
jury system hav been gathered, and all favor 
reform of it. The change most generally, 
though not unanimously, concurred upon, is 
reduction of the number of jurors who must 
agree. 


Taz shopkeepers of Elizabeth, N. J., 
formed an organization to combat the mayor's 
enforcement of Sunday closing, and intended 
to defy the law and keep open, but at the last 
moment submitted, and will try to secure 
repeal of the statute by the legislature. 


Ir is said that Herr Tisza, the premier of 
Hungary whose Liberal policy has for four- 
teen years vastly benefited not only his prov- 

` ince of Hungary but the whole of Austria, 
will resign. As the twoarchdukes who stand 
next to the throne are bigoted Catholics, the 
clericalism that Tisza overthrew will regain 
its place, and disaster will overtake the en. 
lightened schemes of education and govern- 
ment that he established. 


Wowam III. of Germany in his latest 
speech arrogated to himself substantially ab- 
solute power, disregarding the rights of the 
people and parliament, and saying that those 
who opposed him he would dash to pieces. 
Among the ultra-Conservativ papers one ad- 
vises him to establish a dictatorship, and 
others urge the suppression of universal suf- 
frage, and, if the Opposition in parliament 
grows too violent, the suspension of the 
body. 

RzogNTLY at New York an audience of 
2,000 listened to an expostulation by labor 
representativs against the conduct of the city 
schools. It was stated that in accommoda- 
tions New York ranks lowest among Ameri- 
can cities; that “the cost of the machinery 
of repression (asylums, courts, police, armo- 
ries) far exceeds the expenditure for educa- 
tion ;” that the compulsory education law is a 
dead letter, 100,000 children who should re- 
ceive schooling being without, while 20,000 
that actually applied last year were refused 
admission. 


Tax fair of 1892 depends upon the action 
of the. Senate. If Chicago cannot raise suf- 
ficient money the fair may not be held at all. 
She claims, however, to hav $5,000,000 sub- 
scribed, and to be able to raise the guarantee 
of $10,000,000. The Republican party fears 
that New York state voters will deem it re- 
sponsible for the action in the legislature that 
lost the fair to New York city, and giv the 
next election to the Democrats. In England 
the opinion has risen that ‘‘ that supremacy, 
social and commercial, which New York has 
always claimed, is challenged, and would 
seem to hav passed to its young rival in the 


"West." 


A DISAGREEMENT—WHICH IS RIGHT, THE MONKEY OR THE PARROT? 


sense, be must desire 
that moral evil should 
not exist; and if he is 
infinitly powerful, he 
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could make his will pre- 
vail. The theologian has 
often made the most desperate struggle to get 
off the horns of this dilemma, but always in 
vain. It has been argued that moral evil 
comes, not from the good God, but from an 
evil spirit called the devil. But, then, there 
is no answer to the question, Why did the 
good God create the devil? Another attempt 
at explanation has been the theory that God, 
having granted free will, could not interfere 
with iteven to prevent evil. But then, again, 
comes the unanswerable question, Why—the 
effect that must follow being known—why was 
free will given? This, even granting that 
such a thing as free will exists, is fatal to the . 
explanation.—John Wilson, M,A. 


Way should God make those whom he knew 
would be criminals? If I should make a 
machine that would walk your streets and 
take the lives of people you would hang me. 
And if God made a man whom he knew 
would commit murder, then God is guilty of 
that murder.— Zngersoll. 


To develop to the utmost our genius and our 
love. that is the only true religion.— Winwood 
eade. 


To found the future in the highest sense, 

Humanity must be our ever-present end and 
aim. 

Through the human is it, that our heaviest 
ills are healed.— Goethe. 


PensEOUTIQN is the deadly original sin of 
the Reformed churches, that which cools 
every honest man’s zeal for their cause in 
proportion as his reading becomes more 
extensiv.— Hallam. 


THE spirit of early Protestantism was as 


_| undoubtedly intolerant as the spirit of Cathol- 


icism.— Lecky. 


ExPERIENOR has proved that the most relig- 
lous ages and nationa hav not always been 
the most moral. On the contrary, religious 
fanaticism has such an array of sins of com- 
raission and of omission to answer for, that 
all other offenses that history tells us of are 
a mere nothing in comparison with them. Is 
it not & fact that in the very countries in 
which the church holds an undisputed sway 
and no freedom of thought is tolerated, a 
very much lower standard of morality pre- 
vails to this day than in those in which 
enlightenment has raised its victorious banner? 
— Buehner, 


I wisH some one would undertake to show 
how public morals are promoted by the doc- 
trins of deathbed repentance, election, and 
reprobation, and the final salvation of back- 
sliding saints.—Dr. Thos. Cooper. 


Tux Christians say, that among the ancient 
Jews, if you committed a crime you had to 
kill a sheep. Now they say ‘‘charge it." 
“ Put it on the slate.” It will not do. For 
every crime you commit you must answer to 
yourself and to the one you injure.—Ingersoll, 
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PARALLEL CASES.—-FAITH AND WORKS. 


When Halley’s comet came in 1456, so tremendous was its apparition that it was necessary for the pope himself to interfere. 
It slunk away into the abysses of space, terror-stricken by the maledictions of Calixtus III., and did not venture back for seventy-five years !— Draper's Conflict, chap. x, p. 269. 


He exorcised and expelled it from the skies. 


dotes and Clippings. 


Maron 5th there was presented to the 
Benate of the United States a petition carry- 
ing 308,877 names in opposition to the Blair 
Sunday bill and the Blair resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution respecting 
establishments of religion and free public 
schools. This makes more than 658,000 dena 
fide signatures that hav been presented to the 
Benate in opposition to these measures. 


Says the Better Way, Spiritualist: “ We 
hav been assured by a number of people that 
the Better Way exerts a healthful influence 
on them; that by handling or reading its con- 
tents they hav been made to feel better after 
severe suffering; and that they hav been 
cured of some ailments and relieved in other 
instances by regularly taking the same for 
some months. We hav reasons to believe 
this true to a large extent and therefore would 
like to hear from some of our readers who 
may hav noticed this fact, giving their rea. 
sons for believing 80; how they first experi- 
enced it, and the difference in their health 
from the time they began to improve in con- 
fequence up to the present time." This is 
the most unique bid for subscriptions we 
remember to hav ever seen. 


Ir is gratifying to see, says the Denison 
Gazetteer, that the people of the country are 
waking up to the importance of resisting the 
attempts now making in certain quarters to 
induce Congress to force religious observance 
and instruction upon the people by law. On 
the 4th inst. Benator Stockbridge presented 
two remonstrances against the passage of any 
Dill in regard to the observance of the Sab- 


bath or Lord’s day, or any other religious or 
ecclesiastical institution or rite, against the 
adoption of any resolution for the amendment 
to the national Constitution that in any way 
givs preference to the principles of any relig- 
ion above another, or that will in any way 
sanction legislation upon the subject of relig- 
ion. The remonstrances contain the indi- 
vidual signatures of 808,877 citizens from 
different states and territories. 


Rev. Dg. Togras SoHAEFFETBAB, Of Balti- 
more, lectured recently on ‘‘ Religious Move- 
ments in Congress." He said that the intro- 
duction of bills savoring of religion will shake 
the very foundation of our government and 
work for the establishment of Anarchy. The 
legislators forget, in their zeal for the estab- 
lishment of their religion, that they are en- 
dangering the existence of a grand structure. 
The standards of their religion are pessimistic, 
full of gloom and darkness. Where its pre- 
cepts are not strong enough for required ad- 
herence they would call in the strong arm of 
the government for their heavenly work. 
Not by all the Blair Sunday rest and educa- 
tion bills that were ever devised will a condi- 
tion of affairs be instituted to the credit of 
the government and mankind; not by joining 
our free public schools to the church will the 
millennium be broughtabout. We havenough 
law, we want more liberty. Chain the mind 
of a free-thinking man and it will soon break 
through and hurt the tyrant. 


THERE hay come to the knowledge of the 
Leadville, Col., Argus within the past few 
weeks, the details of a case in Roman Catho- 
lic circles in Leadville which aptly shows the 
cunning and greed of the priestly agents of 
the Romish money-making machine. The 


story as given us is as follows: Some time 
since an old gentleman living near the out- 
skirts of the city with his aged wife, was 
taken sick and died. He and his spouse were 
members of the loca] Catholic parish and of 
course the obsequies took place from the 
Catholic church. The deceased left a small 
estate and one of the local priests was ap- 
pointed administrator. The estate, it was 
ascertained, would net about $600. A short 
time afterward the priest learned, through 
the medium of the confessional, that the 
widow was not at peace respecting the prog- 
ress of her deceased husband’s spirit 
through purgatory. So it was ordered by 
the priest that quarterly masses for such 
journeying be said at Rome and that one 
mass per week for one year be said at the 
local church. These latter, at $10 each, 
would, in a year, amount to $520. Rating 


the quarterly masses at $20 each, it will be 


seen that in one year the old lady, now sixty 
years of age, will be practically penniless. 
It will strike the average reader, says the 
Argus, as rather significant that the amount 
required for masses so nearly “‘ sized up her 
pile.” What will be the result? At the end 
of the year, when the old lady's money has 
been safely gathered into the coffers of the 
church, she will become a charge upon her 
relativs or upon the taxpayers of this or 
some other community. 


He was a solemn-visaged, gray-polled, 
slow-pacing son of sorrow, says the Philadel- 
phia Record. His features were stolidly set, 
and there was not a glint of hope in his pale 
face. Disappointment and discouragement 
were written there. He was a Second Ad- 
ventist who had for the sixth time awaited 


the Lord’s coming in vain. The excitement 
of his hope had driven him almost to distrac- 
tion, and the reaction had driven him almost 
to the grave. ‘I'll never try again,” he said 
plaintivly, with a long-drawn sigh. *' [began 
it in 1848. I was sure I was going heaven- 
ward then. In 1844 they said the world was 
coming to an end at Darby and I went down 
there so as to be on hand. I tried it again in 
1859, up in New Hampshire, ata camp-meet- 
ing; and the next time was in the centennial 
year. Mother Shipton’s prophecy that ‘‘ the 
world to an end would come in 1881," I be- 
lieved to be gospel truth. But though I began 
with New Year's day and watched and waited 
for fifty-two weeks, the end was as far off as 
ever. I had about given the whole thing up 
when the preachers began to tei] of Oct. 25, 
1889. I thought it was all true until Saturday 
morning came. Then I got mad and swore 
Pd turn heathen. I hav got tired of waiting, 
and my plans hav been spoiled so many times 
that I made up my mind I wouldn’t stand it 
no longer. I’ve been reading Ezekiel, and 
from what he says in the forty-seventh chap- 
ter I guess the end won't be for mor'n two 
thousand years yet. There’s another place 
where the good book says the gospel must be 
preached to all the world before judgment 
day. Well, I reckon there be millions of 
poor heathen critters who havn't had a chance 
to be preached to; that means the world an’t 
a-going to bust for ages yet. So I'm not 
a-botherin’ my head. I don’t care a snap 
what the preacher folks say. Why, if the 
biggest preacher in Philadelphia should 
yell to me to-morrow that Gabe was flap- 
pin’ his wings over my hen-roost, I wouldn't 
take the trouble to look out of my win- 
dow.” 


Communications. 


Woman’s Right to Reason.* 


It has always seemed to me that right was derived 
from capability. I am aware that this assertion, 
unqualified, might be construed to mean the right oi 
the stronger to oppress the weak. But using the 
word “right” as meaning freedom to work for a 
good end, I infer that woman has a right to reason 
go far as she is capable of reasoning. But ia woman 
capable of reasoning? Can she thoroughly compre- 
hend the relation of cause and effect? The general 
opinion of men seems to be, as it has always been, 
that she cannot. That her answer to their * Whys” 
is a simple “Because.” That the fact that things 
"are as they are,” is a sufficient reason to women 
why they sre, and also sufficient for her, as a rule, 
why they should continue to bese. But is ii woman 
alone who connects events which hav no relation to 
each other, as cause and effect? Ig it woman alone 
who puts faith in luck instead of forethought, and in 
a supernatural providence instead of in due prepara- 
tion? Is is woman alone who carries a rabbit foot 
` in her pocket to ward off accident, or a horse- 
chestnut or smal! potato to prevent an sitack of 
colic or rheumatism? The fact is, that the unreason 
which is so largely prevalent in the world is far from 
being confined to our sex, and, as è cause for this 
general unreason, we should remember that it is not 
so many centuries since the people—that is, the men 


—* We, the people,” as the Declaration of Independ- | 


ence has it—themselvs laid claim to the unrestricted 
right to reason. How many men do much independ- 
eat thinking now? Those who do are making conr- 
siderable stir in the civilized world. But in what a 
small minority are they compared with the hordes of 
men who populate this earth; beings to whom we 
must perforee, on account of their shape and func- 
tions, giv the appellation of men, but to whom, if we 
define “ man” as a free thinking and reasoning being, 
we must deny the right to the name. Slaves are 
they to tradition, custom, and habit; not the savage 
races races alone, but the nations that call themselvs 
civilized. 
Until four hundred years sgo the right of any man 
. to reason ad libitum was restricted by those in 
authority; notably, by priests supported by the 
state. Socrates suffered for free thought and free 
speech long before the Christian era, as Bruno did 
three hundred years ago. Up to the time of the 
Reformation no man or woman dare think, and no 
member of the Catholic or Greek church dare freely 
think or speak to this day. Witness the late anath- 
ematizing of Dr. McGlynn by the Catholic hierarchy, 
even hero in so-called free America, simply for 
expressing his individual opinions on social questions, 
and that while still affirming himself to be a devoted 
son of the church. Four centuries ago the monk 
Luther denounced the vicious practices of the Roman 
church and carried his revolt to a successful termina- 
tion. He broke the spell that had been put upon 
man’s mental powers for a thousand years; he pro- 
tested against the shackles of ecclesiasticism which 
had fettered human reason; he burst asunder the 
iron bands of authority with which both men and 
women had been manacled by the Romish church, 
and then he forged the chains anew and fastened the 
last link to & book, instead of to the pope. 

The Bible then became the oracle before which the 
Protestant soul bowed in awe, and whose Literal 
commands it did not dare to question. And so when 
on the pages of that book was found the declaration 
that, “The powers that be are ordained of God,” 
independence in the soul of man was crushed, and 


the doctrin of the divine right of kings was promul- | 


gated and defended; and man was degraded, and 
the rights of humanity trampled on by despois and 
iyranis, who styled themselvs “ vicegerents of God.” 
At length the revolution ia England under Orom- 
well, which declared that subjects hav rights which 
kings are bound to respect, decided the question for 
that country, and the declaration was sealed by the 
decapitation of Charles Stuart; and a hundred years 
later France emphasized the new doctrin that “ gov- 
ernors exist for the benefit of the governed” by a 
blow on the neck of Louis XVI. so severe that, it is 
said, every sovereign in Europe felt of his own nack 
to ascertain if it was intact. 

Thus the principle of the right of revolution 
against tyranny and injustice-found lodgment in the 
minds of men, without authority from the Bible, and 
even in spite of its injunctions, and a way was opened 
for further disobedience to its literal commands. 
Some of its most devout believers refused to return 
fugitiv slaves to their owners, notwithstanding that 
Paul returned Onesimus to his master. Christian 
nations now maintain standing armies to bring deso- 
lation and death upon other Christian nations in case 
of affront—both nations professing belief in the di- 
vinity of him who said, " But I say unto you, that 
ye resist not evil; but if a man smite thee on the 


*Addresa by Eliza Burnz at the Women’s Liberal Conven- 
tion at Washington, D. C 
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right cheek turn to him the other also." Christian 
merchants buy and sell and bargsin and provide 
comfortable homes for their femilies, regardless of 
the injunction, “ Tske no thought for the morrow ; 
sufficient unio the day is the evil thereof." Astorg 
and Vanderbilts sit under the ministrations of Dr. 
Dix and Dr. Dsems on Sunday, and perhaps, ocea- 
sionally, catch a aound-wave from the uttered words 
of ihe oracle, to this effect, “Lay not up fer your- 
selvs treasures on earth ; but on Monday, and all 
through the week, they go on adding thousands to 
ihe millions they already possess. To come benrer 
home; women put on. their richest apparel, bedeck 
themselvs with gold and jewels, and fix their hair in 
the most artistic and becoming fashion, and all this 
when they are preparing to attend a Obrietian church, 
to whose congregations Paul wrote, regarding the 
women, “ Whose adorning, let it not be the outward 
adorning of gold, or of plaiting of hair, or of put- 
ting on of apparel, but let it be the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit.” 


Now, in what I hav just said in reference to the. 


open disobedience of Christians to the plain com- 
mands of the Bible, I am finding no fault with the 
revolutionists of England, France, and America, nor 
with the hiders of fugitiv slaves, nor with the Astors 
and Vanderbilts, nor with my sisters who appreciate 
the artistic and beautiful in dress. I wish simply to 
call attention to another desision of that revered 
book, which says, “ He that offendeth in one point is 
guilty of all;' and thus to show that since the Ohris- 
tian world bas dared to construe certain portions of 
the Bible in such a way as to harmonize with the 
present nineteenth century development of the Chris- 
tian world, and to ignore some portion of the script- 
ures altogether, it is perfectly right and reasonable 
that we should take that venerable volume snd adapt 
its teachings as a whole to the présent development 
and present useds of society, and especially to the 
development and needs of woman. To do so will 
leave the Bible intact as to its ethical teachings, 
which I think are found with finer expression and in 
greater abundance in the Christian scriptures than in 
the sacred writings of sny other religion. Feeling 
as I do now, and hav done all my life, the debt I owe 
to the many Bible verses committed to memory dur- 
ing my childhood, and which, on every needed oces- 
sion, still present themselvs as prompters to good, 
and deterrents from evil ss inspirers cf hope and 
sustainers of patience, the thought presents itself to 
me, a8 if has often done before, Will not some pure, 
loving soul, with deft intellect, extract those previous 
moral gems and put them in suitable form for giving 
instruction in ethics, devoid of all dogma, snd thus 
aid in cultivating those reverent, religious erections 
which are a part of our spiritual nature? 

But this is a digression. To return to my first 
proposition that woman's right to reason inheres in 
her power to reason. I affirm that she has this 
power. It is not necessary to call up the shades of 
Mrs. Somerville or Caroline Herschel! to prove this. 
We find all around us women who, having wakened 
to their own capabilities, are taking up the work of 
life in spheres hitherto occupied solely by men, and 
making such a success in carrying on that work as to 
astonish themselvs even more than their friends and 
the worid at lerge. Women in shops and offices; 
women ag. heads of business houses; women sg preg- 
idents of banks and insurance companies, and even 
of railroad corporations. Women superintending 
farms and riding over their cattle ranches. Woman 
professors, women doctors, and woman lawyers; 
woman teachers, woman preachers, and woman lect- 
urerg ; and with all these avenues of employment 
open to then, a far greater army of woman mothers 
and woman wives. Does it require no reasoning 
powers to manage these businesses and professions, 
and make the success of them that women hav made? 
Especially, does if require no reasoning power to 
bring up & family of boys and girls ao that industry, 
virbue, and honor shall rule their lives, and to do 
this, as many a mother has to do it, with the respon- 
sibility forced upon her oi seeing every day that 
there is meal in the barrel? Friends, we will ask 
no more if woman has a right to reason. She has 
reasoned, she does reason, and, in virtue of her rea- 
soning powers, she ciaims aud will soon receive & 
share in making the laws which she has to obey. 

And now thst we hav touched the suffrage ques- 
tion, I desire to say, with al! earnestness, that I trust 
this association or society, whatever the form it may 
take as an organization, will plant itself fairly and 
squarely upon the basis of the demand for an edu- 
cated suffrage. No person, nativ or foreigner, white 
or colored, should be allowed to hav a vote unless he 
or she can read the ballot which he or she votes, and 
all the ballots printed, distinctly and intelligently, 
and sign his or her name in a clear, legible hand that 
can be unmistakably read. More than this, in case 
of doubt, the party desiring to vote should be chal- 
lenged to read, intelligibly and understandingly, at 
least ten lines from some newspaper published on 
the day cf voting. Why? Because reason, guided 
by intelligence, is the only safezuard for our free in- 
stitutions. 

But before we can in justice require this educa- 


tional qualification of our foreign and nativ illiterate 
population, it is the duty of educators to see to it 
that the way to reading and writing is made easy. 
Perhaps you think they are already easy.. You read 
without the slightest effort and wrife—well, some of 
us do not boast much of our good penmanship, and 
we menago to spell so that we hope there are not 
many errors discoverable—when slightly in doubt as 
to whether there is one Z or two in a word, and when 
hesitating over ce or ci, si or ti, we run the letters 
together and leb them stand for either combination 
as the reader chooses. 

I expect, my friends, you are wondering what 
point Í am trying to reach. I mean just this, that 
in consequence of our cumbersome, illogical, unhis- 
torical, misleading, monstrous orthography, reading 
and writing, so far from being arta of easy acquisi- 
tion, are, as Prof. Martineau says, among the most 
difficult of human attainments.” In the first place, 
it is a solema truth that there are not sixty words 
in the English language pronounced as they are 
spelled ; that is to say, the alphabetical name of each 
letter in the word furnishes no elue to its sound in à 
combination or to the pronunciation of the word as 
a whole; so that a child or foreigner has to ses and 
learn by a sheer effort of memory, and as a distinct 
lesson, every word and syllable in the language, hence 
the consumption of four or five years’ valuable time 
in learning to read, and bence it is that nobody ever 
learns to spell with uniform correctness. Listen to 
the school-boy’s plaint : 


Spell—spell—spell, 
Till the brain begins to swim; 
And spell—spell—spell, 
Till the eyes are heavy and dim! 
"Tis slay—and sley—and sleigh, 
"Tis pare—and pair—and pear, 
Till in the confusion I lose my way 
And impatiently tear my hair. 


"Tis ** dolt!” or ‘* blockhead !” or ** dunce!” 
From a teacher deep flushed with passion, 

If I do not arrange each letter at once 
According to honored fashion. 

Pye studied, and wrote, and thumbed, 
Like the veriest drudge in the land, 

Till the heart is sick, and the brain benumbed, 
As well as the weary hand. 


O teachers, with ferule and strap, 
Just think what you're about. 
It is not wisdom you're driving in, 
But reason you're driving out. 
In figures there's always reason, 
In grammar, good judgment will tell ; 
But neither taste, judgment, nor reason, 
In the style we are taught to spell. 


Such being the facts, how is it possible for the 
nation to arrive at the object toward which it is 
directing its educational energies, namely, a universs] 
ability to read? It simply cannot be reached, with 
the present orthography of our text-books. It never 
wil. The only possible method by which it can be 
accomplished—and by that means success is sure— 
is by the adoption in elementary school-books of the 
Anglo-American print. In this print the words are 
spelled phonetically—that is, by sound, the number 
of letters cf the alphabet being increased by using 
the ordinary digraphs like th, sh, ch, eto., to rep- 
resent the sounds for which they are at present most 
commenly employed; and marking the vowel letters, 
ea in dictionaries, to denote the long vowel sounds. 
These devices, with the omission of silent letters and 
the occasional use of the letter e as a modifier, pro- 
duce a phonetic print which so closely resembles the 
common that any person can read it at & glance who 
ean now read, and a child or foreigner can learn to 
read it in a sixth of the time required to learn by the 
common method. ; 

Nor is it necessary that the child or foreigner, who 

ean attend school but a few months, should trouble 
about the ordinary spelling. He can make his writ- 
ing perfectly well understood by using the phonetic 
spelling, and will scon learn of himself to read ordi- 
nery books and script, from their similarity to the 
phonetic. 
There is no method but the Anglo-American which 
can be thus adapted to the wants of the illiterate, 
and of children who can go to school but for a lim- 
ited period. The pure one-letter-for-a-sound pho- 
netic alphabet with new characters, produces a print 
and script un-English in appearance, foreign-looking, 
and unreadable off-hand by the uninitiated, or by 
those who hav not made a study of that special 
alphabet; whereas, in the Anglo-American, every 
single letter and digraph is used to designate the 
Sound it most commonly has in ordinary print, and 
hence the difference in appearance is reduced toa 
minimum. Tha Anglo-American alphabet, with a 
specimen of the print, can be had by sending a two- 
cent stamp to the Spelling Reform Rooms, 24 Clinton 
place, New York. 

Now all persons who hav given any real thought 
to the subject are agreed that a simplification of 
English spelling is highly desirable. A conviction 
has been reached that a reform must come some day. 
Within the past ten years the philological associations 
of England and America, composed of men whose 
lives are given to the study of languages, hav pro- 
nounced decidedly in favor of a revision of the spell- 
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ing of many classes of words; and they hav declared 
that the simplified spelling would aid rather than 
obstruct the study of etymologies. Like woman suf- 
- frage, spelling reform has passed the stage of ridi- 
cule. The general conclusion is that the present 
mode of spelling is unreasonable, absurd, and a dis- 
grace to the Euglish-speaking people, and that it 
certainly must some day be reformed ; but in most 
persons this conviction is combined with the feeling 
that, since the change may be inconvenient to them 
personally, they would rather it was postponed to 
the next generation. 

Up to this time the dictionary has been regarded 
asaliterary Bible. Its dictum has been law, its deci- 
sions not to be disputed. The very mystery and 
unreasonableness of its teachings hav given it a kind 
of sacredness; yət, like the attainment of perfection 
in godliness, perfection in spalling has been unattain- 
able. One way our absurd spelling works mischief 
is that many persons, after attending school for 
years, find it impossible to spell correctly ; and, as 
they do not wish to expose their shortcomings in 
this respect, they giv up writing letters altogether ; 
because, you see, it is only when a person writes 
that his friends discover his bad spelling. But the 
person who only reads and never expresses his own 
ideas in writing is but half educated and developed. 
I think this enervating, retarding influence upon 
mental development by the current orthography has 
not been sufficientiy considered by our educators. 

My friends, I hav taken the liberty of calling the 
attention of this audience to the subject of simplified 
spelling, which may seem to be a topic apart from 
the objects of this convention, because I think that, 
at this day, every public association which has a 
chance for existence must be more or less an educa- 
tional society. Progress is the watchword of this 
era, and there can be no real, solid progress without 


universal education. i 
—— M 


Christian Criticism Criticised, 

[To Tar Epiror or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: My recent ar- 
ticle in Tax Trora SGzEKER so excited the religious sensibil- 
ities of a good Christian sieter in Cincinnati, that she sent to 
me the following letter of criticism. As this letter truly re- 
flects the sentiment of modern Christianity, I ask you to giv 


it a place in your columns with my subjoined answer to 
the same.— W ARREN SMITH. | 


Warren Suira, Sir: In an Infidel paper published 
by Antichrist with Satan and his minions ns assist- 
ants, is an article purporting to be written by you 
entitled * Christian or Heathen, Which?” I am oan- 
did in saying that I cannot conceive of tho lost and 
wretched condition of & man who could write such 
an article as the one referred to. It contains such 
rank heresy and offensiv blasphemy ss is well calcu- 
lated to call down the wrath of an injured and offended 
God at the head of the writer. I can place you only 
as one whom God has given over to hardness of heart, 
and I fully believe that one who is thus alienated 
from God and religion, has no legal right to liv in 
this Christian country. In fact, I doubt if you hav 
the right to enjoy the blessings of life which you hay 
forfeited by insulting its grest author. As a scoffer 
you are insufferable, and it seems that hell itself has 
licensed you to go farther in fulminating sickening 
blasphemy than snyone elae, and for your heartless 
attacks on our blessed religion God will yet grind 
you to powder. Those who provoke him cannot es- 
cape his wrath. You branded our gospel as “ infa- 
mous.” Our gospel! the only hope of a serpsnt- 
beguiled, and sin-cursed, and dying world! That 
you were not consumed at once is due to the fact 
that Jesus died that burning brands like you might 
be plucked from hell’s devouring flames. 

I would not try to answer your horrid philippic. 
It cannot be properly answered except by copious 
draughts of God’s wrath poured down on your 
impious head. Your apt reasoning proves that you 
hav received five talents from God's bounty, and for 
enlisting these talents in the service of the devil, you 
must suffer the awful retribution so vividly set forth 
in our sacred hymnal: 

Eternal plagues and heavy chains, 
Tormenting racks and fiery coals, 

And darts to inflict immortal pains 
Dipped in the blood of damned souls. 


And all the redeemed will say, Amen! Allelulia! 
Mrs. Kare Marvin. 
MY REPLY. 

Mrs. Karz Marvin, Dear Madam : Your letter of 
criticism on a recent article of mine, published by 
“ Mr. Antichrist, Satan & Oo.,” has been received and 
carefully read, and constitutes further evidence to 
prove that the Christian religion is most pernicious 
and demoralizing in its effects on the minds of its 
devotees. A woman eapable of expressing the cruel 
and vindictiv sentiment contained in yours, is in every 
way qualified to accept the contaminating vagaries 
of church theology. Your charge against me of 
“blasphemy ” is utterly groundless, as in the article 
referred to, I expressed no opinion of my own 
relativ to the character of God, but only referred to 
the ideas bearing on the subject, set forth in the 
Bible. That these biblical ideas of God are most 
blasphemous I admit, but then please do not forget 


= 
that the so-called “inspired writers" are wholly 


responsible for them. 

Believing you to be uninformed as to the real 
teachings and tendency of the Bible, I ask your per- 
mission to refer to a few passages for your own 
special enlightenment and edification. We will begin 
with the subject of God's personal appearance as 
described by the sacred psalmist, of Bathsheba no- 
toriety. 

“ And out of his mouth proceeded fire, and out of 
his nostrils proceeded smoke, and he rode upon a 
cherub and did fly” (2 Sam. xxii, 11-15). What a 
grand and awe-inapiring spectacle! The supreme 
ruler of à million worlds astride of a celestial hippo- 
griff and riding through the vast empyrean with 
lurid flames flashing out of his furnace-like mouth, 
and vast volumes of smoke rolling out of the laby- 
rinthian depths of his capacious nostrils! Who 
could not admire the divine excellence and exquisit 
loveliness of such a bewildering exhibition of deific 
grace and beauty? But we are told by the same 
authority that this God of yours “dwells in dark- 
ness” and “has made darkness his secret place,” and 
that “clouds and darkness are around about him,” 
such being the case, the emanation of fire from his 
mouth may be for an economic purpose, as is the 
headlight on a loeomotiv. Of course the man or 
woman who cannot believe this delectable description 
of our “heavenly father,” “has no right to liv in this 
Christian country.” 

Then the Bible represents that your God swore in 
his wrath: 

“Unto whom I swear in my wrath that they 
should not enter into my rest” (Ps. xev, 11). 

That he violated his oath: 

* Say unto them as surely as I liv, saith the Lord, 
thou shalt not enter the land concerning which I 
swore to make you dwell therein” (Num. xiv, 26). 

That he broke his promis and boasted of it: 

“And you and your children shall wander in the 
wilderness for forty years, until your carcasses shall 
Gane. and you shall know my breach of promis” 

id. ). 

That he made a mistake in creaticg mau and was 
grieved about it: 

“And the Lord saw that the imagination of the 
thoughts of man’s heart was evil and only evil con- 
tinually, and it repented God that he had made man 
and grieved him at heart. And he said, I will də- 
stroy man whom I hav created, both man, beast, and 
the creeping thing, for it repenteth me that I hav 
made them” (Gen. vi, 5). Now, Sister Kate, laying 
all jokes aside, don’t you really think this was a 
smail business for & God that knew everything from 
the beginning? In fact, don’t you think it would 
hav been more creditable for God, and immeasurably 
better for man, if he had repented in the start and 
never undertaken the job, leaving man undisturbed 
amidst the shades of annihilation or non-entity ? 

That God is partial and contemptibly mean: 

He bardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he would not 
let the people go, and then sent on him aud his sub- 
jects plagues of blood, and frogs, and lice, and flies, 
and boils, and murrain, and fear, darkness and death, 
to compel him to do the very thing he hardened his 
heart to prevent him from doing—hardened his 
heart, and then mercilessly scourged him for being 
hard-hearted. See Ex. ix. 

I should think that the fellows that wrote such 
stuff as the above certainly must hav had an attack 
of the jimjams, and the deluded orthodox masses 
who accept such driveling rot about God ought to 
be most heartily ashamed of themselvs. But I would 
enlighten you still further on the teachings of the 
blessed book relativ to the character of God. 

It represents him as accepting human sacrifice: 

“And Jephtha vowed a vow unto the Lord and 
said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into my hand, then shall it be that whatso- 
ever cometh forth from the doors of my house to 
meet me, shall be the Lord's, and I will offer it up 
asa burnt offering. And Jephtha came from Mizpeh 
unto his house and behold his daughter came out to 
meet him—and she was his only child. She 
returned to her father, who did to her according to 
the vow which he had vowed” (Judges xi, 30-39). 

In 2 Sam. xxi, we are told that the Lord afflicted 
the people with a plague, and for a relief measure 
“the seven scns of Saul were hung up before the 
Lord in Gilgal;” after which “the Lord was en- 
treated for the people.” It seems the Lord had a 
special grudge against the “bloody house” of Saul, 
and, as usual, he punished the people for it until 
the seven sons of Saul were sacrificed to appease his 
wrath. 

Your orthodox ministers rave and horrify their 
good Christian congregations about the altars of the 
heathen gods being stained with the blood of human 
sacrifice; but would it not be well for them to 
cleanse the altar of their Jehovah from the blood of 
innocent human victims, before fabricating these 
sensational stories about the heathen gods—who are 
mostly tutelary and harmless in their character ? 

It represents God as sending lying spirits out of 
heaven : ; 

“T saw the Lord sitting on his throne and all the 
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host of heaven standing by him. And the Lord 
said, Who will persuade Ahab that he go up to Ra- 
moth Gilead and fall? And there camo forth a spirit 
and stood before the Lord and said, I will persuade 
him. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith? And 
he said, I will go forth and be a lying spirit in the 
mouths of all his prophets. And he [the Lord] 
said, Thou shelf persuade him, go forth and do so " 
(1 Kings xxii, 19). 

Here, madam, we hav a glimpse into your heaven, 
and fiad your Lord and his angels engaged in the 
meanest kind of a conspiracy against poor old Ahab. 
Treachery and falsehood were the agencies used by 
the Lord and his co-conspirators in securing the de- 
struction of Abab, and how you or any other Chris- 
tian can read this revolting account without having 
your gense of truth and decency shocked, is, to me, 
& most perplexing mystery. 

li represents Ged as deceiving his own prophets : 

“And if a prophet be deceived when he has spoken 
a thing, I, the Lord God, hav deceived that prophet” 
(Ezek. xiv, 9). 

* Q Lord, thou hast deceived ma” (Jer. xx, T). 

If you ever had any faith in the prophecies, how 
ean you retain it in the face of evidence like this? 

Now, madam, the above are oniy a few of the pas- 
sages out of hundreds of a similar character I could 
quote, and I ask you to ponder them well and can- 
didly ask yourself if they can possibly be true. You 
may search all of the mythologies, theologies, and 
religious traditions, ancient and modern, and you 
will never find within the broad range of human lit- 
erature such low, crude, and shocking ideas of God 
snd a future state as are contained in your Bible; 
and how you, or anyone else of sane mind, can be- 
lieve in these appalling and sickening theories, con- 
stitutes a curious mentel phenomenon of the age. 

You are shocked at the fact that I attached the 
prefix “infamous” to your gospel. Your gospel 
plan rests solely on the “fall of man," or the doo- 
iria that on account of Adam's sin all men contracted 
a fearful load of guilt, passed into a state cf condem- 
nation, and became subjects of God’s eternal wrath. 
Now, in sll candor, I ask you if it is not “ infamous " 
to criminate, condemn, and expose to never-ending 
torments the whole human race, simply because 
Adam and Eve committed the world-wicked crime of 
eating an apple six thousand years ago. What had 
the present inhabitants of our world to do with the 
apple-eating episode in Eden, anyway? Why con- 
demn them without a hearing, and a chance to de- 
fend themselva? Another revolting phase of your 
gospel is that it is based upon the principle of 
punishing the innocent for the offenses of the guilty, 
and then insults morality by calling this outrage by 
the sacred name of justice—‘ divine justice.” 
Madam, if that does not smack of the “infamous,” I hav 
never comprehended the meaning of the English 
language. But the most appalling phase of your 
gospel is its hell and damnation feature—a fiendish 
provision of ever-enduring torment—of “arrows in- 
flicting immortal pains dipped in the blood of damned 
souls,” and all as a.penalty for the sin of unbelief 
during this short life. Yes, your gospel—“ the only 
hope of a serpent-beguiled, sin-cursed, and dying 
world”—provides that “strait is the gate and nar- 
row is the way that leads to eternal life, and fow 
there be that find it,” while “ wide.is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many 
there be that go in thereat.” Nothing infamous 
about sa arrangement of that kind when originated 
snd enginsered by a God of infinit wisdom and in- 
finit power to perform anything he wished? Don’t 
you think it is inappropriate to oall this horrid and 
sickening scheme of wholesale damnation, the gospel, 
"glad tidings,” when it rushes nine down the 
“broad way” and through the “wide gate” into 
heil, while it lifts only one by the lever of faith up 
through the strait gate info a seven-by-nine heaven ? 
If you are a mother (I hope you are not), would you 
not do better than that for your children? Or has a 
belief in these appalling theories of a heaven for a 
few of the meanest ones, and a hell for the many of 
the best ones, so eliminated and driven out ail 
kindness and love from your nature that, like the 
Rev. Jonathan Edwards, your enjoyment in heaven 
* will be to witness the torments of the damned in 
hell?’ I thank you for your candid letter, as it eon- 
vincas me of the urgent necessity of substituting 
secular teachings for the god-defaming, man-degrad- 
ing, and woman-enslaving doctrine of church the- 
ology, and I now feel the necessity more than ever 
of wresting the youth of the land from the foul 
clutches of church superstitions. 

You coolly inform me that those who “provoke” 
your God “cannot escape his wrath.” When you 
made this threat did you not lose your scriptural 
reckoning, or do you know anything about your 
Bible anyway? As it declares: “The tabernacle of 
robbers prosper snd they that provoke. You are 
secure unto whom the hand of the Lord giveth 
abundantly” (Job xii, 6). Comment is unnecessary. 
I hope you will accept this candid answer to your 
letter in the same spirit it is written, and honestly 
consider the lessons it contains. I would not cause 
or sanction the suffering of a single human being on 
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earth—in this life or the life that may succeed this. 
Anad contrasting my desire for the happiness of all 
mankind with the cruel and vindiotiv sentiment of 
orthodox Christians, I am truly glad I am not one of 
them. In fact, if the sentiment expressed in your 
letter is a fair index of Ohristian spirit and heaven 
is peopled with your kind, I dou't desire ever to go 
there. Hoping the masses may soon be emancipated 
from the thralidom of ignorance and church theology, 
and embrace the principles of justice and truth for 
their life standard, and pledging my best effort to 
compass this much-deserved end, I am fraternally, 
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 19, 1890. 
Warren Smitu, 


—— ti a 
The Sign of the Cross. 


The story of the eross is as old as that of man. 

From the night of the traditional ages, within 
whieh flourished the mysterious civilization of Ethi- 
opia, and later that of Egypt, the substance or the 
shadow of its familiar form stands forth, either in- 
corporated in unrecognizable designs of massiv 
architectural ruins or variously wrought in metals or 
in stone; and through the succeeding eras its almost 
universal presence may be clearly traced, wherever 
the race has lived and loved, warred and worshiped, 
and left aught of its tale behind. 

Tast it symbolized religious ideas centuries before 
the Christian era, is seen in its frequent appearance 
in and near the temples and shrines, sacrificial altars 
and burial-places, of prehistoric peoples ; and the for. 
gotten race which first dwelt upon the continent of 
America molded upon it many of the mystic mound 
sepulehers which are all that now remain to prove 
their existence to the modern world.* 

The date of its first use by the Romans as an 
instrument of capital punishment is unknown, but it 
seems to hav been an outgrowth of the simpler device 
of impaling the victim upon a stake (crux), the supe- 
rior convenience of its form, together with the fright- 
ful agony of the death which its agency entailed, 
seeming to hav recommended it to the refined barbar- 
ism of iater times. 

In the time of Christ only slaves and the most 
abandoned ma!efactors died upon it, a tablet (album) 
alwzys being hung above it, relating the name of the 
eulpri& and the history of the crime which he 
expiated. 

its use as the implement by means of which the 
gentle peasant of Nazareth suffered under Pontius 
Pilate naturally led to its adoption as the symbol of 
the central fact of the Christian faith, and through 
the centuries which hav followed under the merciless 
reign of that terrible superstition it has eloquently 
continusd to typify the bloody significance of its 
Latin purpose. 

Wnerever the wickedest passions of men hav had 

fullest sway; wherever the blackest deeds in the 
calendar of sin hav darkened and withered human 
life, its grim shadow has fallen, a talisman to which 
the glaring torch of the incendiary and the red hand 
of the heartless slayer of innocents hav sgain and 
again been pointed, alike a sufficient cause and con- 
venient pretext for unwritten saturnalia of debauch- 
ery and countless carnivals of crime. 
_ Under star-gemmed skies of night its cruel arms, 
dyed with th» lurid crimson of funeral fires upon 
which perished martyred braves, hav thousands upon 
thousands of times been raised by the fierce hands of 
men in the name of almighty God; and upon unnum- 
bered sunlit fields of carnage where the blood of sub- 
lime heroism, spilled for contending creeds, has 
mingled in a common tide, its trenchant emblem, 
floating above bannered hosts, has lent holy sanction 
to savage slaughter. 

No more ruthless or cruel warfare was ever waged 
among mankind than in that series of conflicts, cover- 
ing two centuries, which were fought beneath the 
crescent and the cross, and the modern student of 
history is frozen with horror as he reads that black 
page which recites the details of atrocities perpetrated 
alike by Christian and Moslem, and in the name of 
two jealous and martial Gods. 

Uader the banner of the cross the remnant of the 
Waldenses, in the south of France, were driven into 
the mountains of the Cottian Alps; hundreds of 
their wives and babes slain ; their homes destroyed. 
The Albigenses of Spain, a peace-loving people, who 
simply refused to embrace the bloody faith it symbol- 
ized, were put to the sword and exterminated. In 
its name were committed the crimes of a succession 
of assassin and libertin popes and a lecherous and 
brigandish priesthood. Under its benediction that 
chamber of incredible horrors, the Inquisition, was 
organized and maintained. For its cause the bloody 
holocauat of Bartholomew left its foul blot upon the 
race ; and the masters of the revels during those high 
carnivals of license which culminated in Christian 
England in the court of that crowned monster Henry 
VIII (Defender of the Faith), were divinely selected 
standard. bearers of the holy cross. 


* Among the Toltec remains in Central and South America 
the croes is frequently met with, and the Spanish conquerors 
were astonished to find it an object of religious veneration 
among the nativs of Central America and Mexico. 
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Peter Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, in the twelfth 
century dared to cause the gospeis to be translated, 
and contended that laymen had the right to read 
them to the people. His wes the first voice raised 
for religious freedom and Freethcught under the 
Catholic hierarchy. 

Francis I., of France, s Christian monarch, ordered 
Waldo and his followers extirpated. They were 
burnt alive, their women ravished and slain, their 
children tortured to death—-a noble work carried on 
later by Charles Emmannel lL, another of God’s 
anointed, until but a handful of these brave spirits 
were left in the mountain fastnesses, whither they 
had flown. 

The heretics of Spain, classified under the generic 
appellation of the Albigenses, were slaughtered in 
the name of the messish and holy cross, until forty 
thousand had gone down in the awful sanguinary 
sea. Drunk with blocd, the avengers were directed 
by their pious masters to kill Catholics and all, for 
“God will know his own.” 

Upon Bartholomew’s awiul day seventy thousand 
fell like beasts in the shambles, while cowled priests 
and black robed nuns, with crucifix aloft, sanctified 
the slaughter. “The king himself fired upon the 
fleeing crowd.” 

In the Crusades thoussads of brave hearts fell be- 
neath the Christian sword, and at Antioch the de- 
moniacal deeds of the bearers of the cross paralyze 
the pen of the historian who essays to recount them. 
Yet in these wars the Christian world was astounded 
to find itself confronted by two civilizations superior 
to its own, the Greek and the Saracenic, and the sole 
good result cf these terrib!'e campaigns was the im- 
provement which ihe disciples of ihe true faith de- 
rived from contaet with two systems of heathen phi- 
losophy. 

Among the most remarkable of the races which 
hav appeared upon the earth, hav reeched a distinct 
and individual nationality, attaiaed to commexcial 
power and splendor, and hav passed away leaving 
few trsces of their existence, the Moors may be said 
to take first rank. Only the few monumental ruins 
of their magnificent and original architecture, which 
are to be seen aud studied in Spain, are left to com- 
memorate them, and surely there is no such depth of 
pathos and sadness connected with the cemeteries cf 


surviving peoples as is associated with these silent 


remains of a dead race. 

The Alhambra, the royal home of the Moorish 
kings, may still be examined in deta l. And no more 
lordly dwelling ever sheltered royal blood than this 
splendid work of bsrbaric hands. 

That incomparable descriptiv writer, Washington 
Irving, devotes an entire work to the Alhambra, and 
his graphic pen and vivid imagination bring its gor- 
geous halls, noble domes, delicate pillars and mins- 
rets, and breathing bes-reliefs before us, and people 
it with the ghosts of its robed and turbared dead 
with magical realism 

The Moors, though they were surrounded by 
Christian nations, were in many respects the most 
advaneed people of their time. They possessed 
many valuable libraries in which were stored thou- 
sands of priceless manuscripts. They sent their 
emisseries to trade with fsr-distant lands, and were 
in some ways the most progressiv commercial power 
of their age. Their tapestries, carpets, and other 
fabrics were of unsurpassed durability and besuty, 
and many other of their manufactured wares found 
their way through trade channels to the remotest 
corners of the earth. 

Ferdinand the Catholic conquered these people, 
and forced many of them to embrace the faith. 
Later Philip IL, a church hero, bearing aloft the 
standard of the cross, invaded their country and 
began a system of such cruel persecution that the 
Moors were driven from their nativ land, their cities, 
their temples, their farms, avd their homes desolated, 
and a small handful of their people driven into 
Africa, where their unconquerable spirit survives in 
the warlike states of Algiers and Tunis. 

Hernando Cortez, entering Mexico with his fanat- 
ics] followers under the banner of the cross, carried 
ruin and destruction in his cursed path to a happy 
and prosperous people. And their beautiful and 
blossoming land was mercilessly wrested from them, 
and thereafter became a legitimate prey to the fanat- 
ical hordes of the true church. 

Joseph Smith, a fanatic, founded Mormonism. 
He was tarred and feathered by Baptists, yet 
preached an eloquent sermon to enthusiastic listeners 
on the succeeding day in his pitiable condition. He 
was shot, with his brother Hyram, by an allied 
mob of Methodists, Baptists, and Campbellites, who, 
with envenomed hatred, persecuted his sect until, 
braving the perils of an unknown wilderness, its 
devotees sought refuge beyond the reach of other 
followers of the cross. 

“ The blood of the martyr became the seed of the 
church,” and Mormonism of to-day numbers more 
than one hundred thcusand believers. When the 
mists of time hav wrapped themselvs about the 
memory of the prophet Smith, and the story of the 
exodus from Missouri has acquired all the venerable 
attractions of antiquity, remembered by man only in 


the cherished traditions of the Mormon chureb, its 
great founder will sit with Moses and Mohammed; 
snd the history of the Mormon persecution and mi- 
gration through the deserb will take its place in the 
hearts of true worshipers cf that faith, as the tale 
of the Jewish escape from hsaihen bondage has done 
throughout the remainder of the Christian world. 
May the day soon come when, instead of a forest of 
spires in our cities representing the bloody spoory- 
pha of the crucifixion of God and the atonement, 
free schools of learning snd temples of art and 
philosophy, libraries and instructiv museums, shall 
everywhere be found within reach of all the world. 
It bss ever been maintained by the church that 
there could be ne morality withovt religion. Kings 
once ssid there could be no morality without kings. 
Yet the world has largely shaken cff the trammela 
of autocratic tyranny, end the founders of the 
American republic, divorcing church and state, es- 
tablished a government of the people, by the people, 
for tue people, which now, overshadowing every star 
in the constellation cf nature, is a bescon-light in the 
firmement of truth, befora which ihe priestly and 
tha royal lie alike sink into the shades of eternal ob- 
livion. H. H. 


Jephtha and Gladstone. 

In the North American Review the Hon. Mr. 
Gladstone, in replying to Colonel Ingersoll, says: 
“Although there is no argumont as to Abraham or 
Jephtha expressed, we must assume that one is 
intended, and it seems to be the following: ' You are 
not entitled to reprove the Hindoo mother who casts 
her child under the whesis of tho car of Juggernant, 
for you approve of the conduot of J»phtha, who 
probably sacrificed his daughter in fulfillment of a 
vow (Judges xii, 31), that he would make a burnt 
offering of whatever, on his safe return, he should 
meet coming forth from the doors of his dwelling.” 
Now the whole force of this rcjoinder depends upon 
our supposed obligation, ss believers, to approve the 
conduct of Jephths. It is therefore a very serious 
question whether ws are so obliged. But this ques- 
ticn the Reply does not even condescend either to 
argue or even io state.” 

The honorable gentleman continues: “I am aware 
of no reason why any believer in Christianity should 
not be free to canvass, regret, condemn, the aot of 
Jephtha.” 

Now, it is evident that no believer in Christianity 
has any right to rejaot or condemn that which God 
inspired and approved—which he did, as I intend to 
prove by the record, although the honorable gentle. 
man says, “So far as the narration which details it is 
concerned, there is not a word of sanction given to 
it" But right here I wish the reader to note the 
oasuistry cf the gentleman. ‘So far as the narration 
which details it.” Suppose there were no sanction 
to that notion in the narrativ given in Judges xi, 
29-35, but there was in other portions of the Bible. 
Then the gentlemen would be correot in his allega- 
tion ye false in the main gist of the controversy. 
He is expert in this spscies of ignoratio elenchi. 
But there is sanction to the notion that God ap- 
proved the vow and the sacrifice, both in the detailed 
account of it in (Judges x, 29) and in other portions 
of the Bible. 

Now for the proof. Judges xi, 29: “Then the 
spirit of the Lord came upon Jephtha, and 
he passed over unto the children of Ammon. And 
Jephiha vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If 
thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon 
into mine hands, then it shall be that whatsoever 
cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, 
when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, 
Shall surely be the Lord's, snd I will offer it up for a 
burnt offering. So Jephtha passed over to the dhil- 
dren of Ammon to fight against them, and the Lord 
delivered them into hie hands. And Jephtha came 
to Mizpeh unto his house, and behold his daughter 
came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances.” 

Now how could the honorable gentleman assert 
that there is nothing in the detailed account to sanc- 
tion the idea that God approved the sacrifice when 
he made the vow when the spirit of God was upon 
him? It appears, too, that he anticipated that it 
would be either his daughter or his wife, for we sre 
told (verse 34) she was his only child; besides her 
he had neither son nor daughter. And from his 
grief on the occasion at meeting her he must hav 
anticipated meeting his wife and hav been greatly dia- 
appointed. And we are almost driven to believe that 
he purposed to relieve himself of her, else why dedi- 
cate so specifically some one who should meet him 
from out the doors of his house? There is but one 
other hypothesis to explain this horrible conduct in 
this man of God, and that is the abominable super- 
stition that prevailed amongst all the nations in that 
day, that the more dear and valuable the victim 
offered was to the devotee, the more availing it 
would be with the Lord. Hence we read in 2 Kings 
iii, 27, that the king of Moab was hard pressed by 
Edom, and that * He took his eldest son that should 
hav reigned in his stead and offered him for a burnt 
offering upon the wali.” Still the Lord sanctioned 
and inspired it, as shown above, 
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But God hed already legislated on that subject | 
before Jephtha made that vow. The Lord bad said, 
Num. xxx, 2, “If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, 
or swear an osth to bind his soul with a bond, he 
shall not break his word. Ho shall do according to 
all that proceedeth out of his mouth. No devoted 
thing that a man shell devote unto the Lord of all 
that he hath of man and of beast, and of the field of 
his possession, shall be sold or radeemed—every 
devoted thing is most holy to the Lord. None 
devoted which shall be devoted of men shall be 
redeemed, buf shall surely be pub to death” (Lev. 
xxvii, 28, 29). 

Here, then, we gesa how the Lord had already 
hedged Jephtha in by his law. And yet his spirit 
came upon him and under that inspiration he made 
the vow. No wonder he says to his daughter, “I 
hav opened my mouth unto the Lord and I cannot 
go back.” Compare that language with God's law 
(Num. xxx, 11). And she replies, “Do unto me 
according to that which hath proceeded out of thy 
-mouth, forasmuch as the Lord hath taken vengeance 
for thee of thina enemies, even of the children of 


Ammon [has performed his part of the covenant |. 


literally]. Aud she returned to her father, who did 
with her according to his vow which he had vowed” 
(Judges xi, 39). 

Now, how any man with moderate sense can read 
this plain narrativ without prejudice end not believe 
that God sanctioned and enjoined the sacrifice of 
Jephtha’s daughter, ia more than I understand. And 
when à man of world-wide fame for wisdom and iog- 
ical acumen attempts to cover ib up and envelop it 
in the mist of sophistry, I sm constrained to conclude 
that he feels the overwhelming necessity of rescuing 
his God from a character that is so damaging to him 
in the eyes and hearts cf the enlightened men and 
‘women of the nineteenth century. Surely much 
learning has made him mad, but he can never with 
it make sane people fools. Many of the apologists 
of this God of Jephtha effect to believe that he cox- 
demned her or she devoted herself to a life of celi- 
bacy. But the record seys plainly he sent her away 
for two months, and she went with her companions 
and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. 
“And at the end of two months she returned to 
her father, who did with her according to the vow 
which he had vowed.” No, gentlemen, you cannot 
clear your God of authorizing, nay, making obliga- 
tory by his own special enactment, human sacrifice. 
He did it, or else his own word-ia false. Stand by it 
and defend it, if you can, but do not skulk and 
dodge and deny it, for in so doing you become 
Infidels. 

I cannot refrain from noticing another obliquity of 
the honorable gentleman—for I think that is the 
proper name for it, when one reprehends in another 
what he is guilty of himself—although by so doing I 
may prolong this artisle beyond its proper length. 
. The distinguished statesman charges Colonel Inger- 
goll with looseness and inaccuracy of statement, a 
galloping, unreliable method of quotation, and seeks 
to make the impression that his declarations ough’ 
not to be received on that account, or af least should 
hav but little weight. He instances the colonel’s 
statement that “the apostles conceived the idea of 
having all things common.” This he calls an inter- 
polation—' no such statement in the narrativ.” 
Now, whilst this is true, yet it is but a slight inaccu- 
racy ofreferencs. We find this distinguished states- 
man indorsing another quotation from the Bible 
made by the colonel, which is absolutely not where 
he, Gladatone, refers it, nor denounced for the fault 
that he says itis. The quotation made by the colo- 
nel is, “They who believe and are baptized shall be 
saved, and they who believe nof shall be damned ; 
and these shall go away into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” The honorable gentle- 
man says the latter section of that quotation is out of 
another gospel aud another connection, and is really 
written not of those who do not believe, but of those 
who refuse to perform cffices of charity to a neigh- 
bor. He gave no raferencs to the chapter, but evi- 
dently had allusion to Matt. xxv, 46, which says noth- 
ing about everlasting fire. Indeed, the entire quota- 
tion, as quoted by the colonel and indorsed—though 
in piecemea]—by the honorable gentleman, according 
to his quibbling criticism is an interpolation. There 
is no such passage literally, yet it does giv the teach- 
ing of the Bible. I suppose I must be as polite as I 
ean under the circumstances, and say, “It would be 
wrong to call this intentions! misrepresentation ; but 
can it be cal'ed less than somewhat reckless negli- 
gence?” Would it be too much to call it “a habit- 
ual and dangerous inaccuracy?” Ho is again guilty 
of what he charges against the colonel in imputing 
to Mr. Ingersoll that he taught that Paul named 
Jephtha and Rahab and Gideon and Barak as 
worthies on account of their crimes, whilst the truth 
is, the colonel only charges that God enrolled these 
among his friends, because they believed in him, 
although they were murderers, whores, whoremasters, 
and guilty of every evil. 

Madisonville, Ky., Feb. 7, 1890. 

Corrty A. Surrs. 


Why Am I an Agnostic? 
A SHORT REVIEW OF AN ANSWER REY. DR M. O. LOOKWOOD. 
OF CINOINNATI PREACHED AGAINST THE ABOVE THEME 
OF COL. ROBERT G, INGERSOLL. 

As no reply to Rev. Mr. Lockwood's pretended 
answer upon Hon. Robert G. Ingersoli’s beautiful 
lecture has bsen published as yet, I feel called upon 
to try, herewith, at filling the want. In such impor- 
tant cases it is probably better late than never. 

The said article, as inserted in the December issue 
of the North American Review and our Truru 
SzzkER, has created a profound sensation, causing 
the holy Christian institutions to tremble at their 
very foundations. Their reverend pastors looked at 
each other in utter amazement. ‘Oh, never mind! 
I shall go for him next Sundsy and will shut his 
blasphemous mouth forever,” were the consoling 
words of the shining star of local preacherdom. 

On said Sunday evening, after slandering and 
abusing the colonel to his heart’s content, Rev. M. 
O. Lockwood's great answer ran essentially as fol- 
lows: “ . We walk by faith and not by light. 
Faith is something higher than a mere 
science, it is the conception of the con- 
sciousness apart from the media of the senses. . . . 
If Columbus had been an Agnostic he would never 
hav discovered America. oe 

Verily, verily, Mr. Rev. Dr. Lockwood, whoever 
teaches such a doctrin is led indeed by a blind 
faith and not by light, or else he is a full and brazen 
bypocrit. First, it isilleovered nonsense to claim 
that faith, without light, led to the discovery of this 
continent. Columbus had enough of a well-lighted 
reason to undertake his trip anxious to find a 
shorter way to the Haat Indies, instead of dragging 
around the Cape of Good Hope. The teachings and 
demonstrations of the great Nicholas Copernicus 
convinced him, beyond sny reasonable doubt, that 
the earth is round, and not fist, as the holy, God- 
inspired Bible teaches. His faith rested upon sei- 
ence, on a pure, unadulterated conception of the 
* media of the senses,” and this brought him to the 
Bahama islands, still believing, probably, that he 
reached the longed-for Asiatic peninsula. 

Now, regarding your own faith, reverend sir, it 
consists in believing Jehovah, the Christian God, and 
his holy Bible. And who is, pray, the Jehovah of 
the said code? Who is the Christian God—father, 
son, and the Holy Ghost? “He is the almighty 
ruler of the universe, all-knowing, most holy snd 
just. He is pure and most sublime,” answer the 
Christian teachers. He is, as I am to understand, 
the only creator of everything, and nothing has been 
made but by him. He has, therefore, made the man, 
the angel and the devil, the heaven and the hell. 
God knew, as he “knows everything, past, present, 
and future,” thet the infernal rascal, the devil, would 
steal away some seventy-five per cent of Jehovah's 
own images as soon as the hungry woman would 
bite at one of the forbidden apples. God knew this 
ages before, consequeatly it was his “holy” will that 
Eve should commit the “awful” sin and plunge a 
full msjority of her sons and daughters into the 
blazing pit. Or could God know anything without 
or against his “holy will?” 

He knew, also, that Cain would kill Abel; that 
Noah would get beastly drunk; that Moses would 
slay the Egyptians; that his chosen David would 
commit murder and adultery; that Solomon would 
dance with a thousand prostitutes; that every one 
of his special and choice friends and ministers would 
hav to render a high tribute to the roaring infernum. 

Not only did God know of the crimes to be com- 
mitted, but he specially commanded his” people to 
follow the devil. Listen: He informed Abraham to 
enter a bond of, I might call it, provisional or sup- 
plementary matrimony with Hegar, his servant, in 
order to secure his posterity’s doubtful link; and 
when, after all, Sarah found herself in a fair way of 
becoming & mother, God ordered his great patriarch 
to chase away, into the parching desert, the poor 
Hagar and her ill- begotten Ishmael. This same God 
advised the daughters of Lot to render their father 
drunk and hav him assume the part of their hus- 
bands, to prevent a total extinction of this chosen 
family. He iaspired Rebecca to cheat the blind 
Isaac of his blessings for her pet Jacob; and God 
blessed him, indeed, for from his family came the 
“savior and redeemer of the sinful world." These 
are only a few instances cf the abominable crimes 
said to hav been perpetrated by the manifest will of 
God. 

Now, please tell me candidly, what is your opinion 
of such a God? Is not the belief in and the wor- 
ship of such a monster the very lowest possible 
blasphemy—the slimiest calumny raised against the 
true and sublime power, the real and pure God, if 
there is any ? 

The promised and craved-for redeemer came in 


-the shape of God’s only son, his Christ —nsy, his holy 


self, for “son and father are one," teaches that 

blessed writ. A trensfiguration, therefore, must 

havtakenplace. Itdid,and how was it accomplished ? 

bg Bible says, By an overshadowing of the Virgin 
ary. 


Nothing filthier could hav been conceived by the 
meanest of the black devils themselvs. Imagin a 
God descending from his lofty heaven to commit a 
rape upon a chaste woman, upon a virgin, to beget a > 
son, & holy redeemer, without first procuring 4 license 
at the proper court and marrying her. If this was a 
holy act at that time, it surely must be a holy com- 
memoration nowadays, just as well; and prostitu- 
tion would be the very essence of the holy worrhip 
of the holy Christian religion. Oh, shame! unre- 
deemable shame ! 

* But this was not the full consummation of the 
holy redemption act," answer the long-faced reverend 
sirs ; “God had to die upon the cross for the world’s 
sins, after having become one of the world's actual 
inhabitants himself when born.” So he had to dia 
by being innocently nailed to the cross? Had to be 
murdered? But murder is a crime; end crime ia the 
devils own and exclusiv power and property, his only 
revenue and means of existence. Consequently God 
had to step down into the hell and implore and. kiss 
the devil £o kindly condescend and render bis satanic 
assistance in committing the ssid crime, the said 
murder upon God's only son, in order to redeem the 
world—from whom? From the very devil himself. 

Must he not be & consummate lunatic who 
preaches and teaches such theories? Is he not a 
hypocritic devil himself who, with a full considera- 
tion of facts, defends such a God? 

Finally, what was to be the promised, glorious 
result of this grand act cf redemption? The devil 
had to be slain, his head crushed ; he had to be dis- 
abled forever. In plain words, the people had to 
enjoy entire freedom from every temptation and sin ; 
& holy innocence and sweet peace had to henceforth 
reign supreme, just as it was before the Eden's 
larceny was committed. And what do we observe at 
a momeni's honest reflection? It shows that the 
world is even more wicked, the devil's eyes more cun- 
ning and his claws more efficient, than ever before. 

This proves, conclusivly, that all the promises of 
the Christian God were “ good for nothing ;" that 
all were either pure and simple deceptions, or pre- 
meditated lies. 

This is why we reject the God of the Bible as 
being unworthy any belief and trust. I am loath 
to accept as granted what he teaches of his eter- 
nal heaven or damnation. We hav not the slightest 
proof of any personal future life save the promises of 
the self-convicted liars of the “holy” scripture. Upon 
liars I shall not rest my belief and faith ; my con- 
science is not so enslaved. 

These are the simple reasons why I am, aleo, an 
Agnostic. I do not krow what will become of me 
after I am gone; neither do I care as long as my life 
isled ina pure and honest light, aecording to the 
supreme laws of the true and honest God, as laid 
down so beautifully in both nature and conscious 
reason. N. T. Tansxr, M.D. 

Cincinnati, O. 


Senator Blair Dumfounded. 


A delegation of women went to the national capi- 
tol, February 27th, to interview members of Congress 
with a view of having two females appointed, as well 
as two male delegates, to represent industrial and 
educational interests at the World’s Fair, in 1892. 
Senator Blair, being a woman’s- rights msn, received 
the delegation with suavity, and began to taik about 
his educational bill. ‘I hope," said he, “that you 
are in sympathy with this measure ?” 

As no other woman -seemed ready to answer the 
question, Miss Susan H. Wixon, after a pause, 
responded : 

“Well, I do not appreciate the 
of it.” 

Senator Blair then said: 

* Think of the thousands and thousands of chil- 
dren in this country growing up without knowing 
whether there is a God or a devil!” 

Another pause ensued, when Susan replied: 

* Who does know, Senator! Do you?” 

Here again was a pause. Such a question had 
probably never before been put to him by a woman, 
and perhaps not bya man. What could he say? 
He appeared to be dumfounded. But fortunately 
for him at this moment a messenger entered announc- 
ing that Vice-President Morton was ready to receive 
the delegation. : 

At the Woman's Liberal convention, in Washing- 
ton, Miss Wixon twice read an original poem, each 
stanza of which ended with “ When woman wakes.” 
It is to be hoped that Senator Blair will soon realize 
the fact that there are many women besides Susan 
H. Wixon who are already awake out of the sleep of 
guperstition. A WASHINGTONIAN. 


religious part 


—— D A nme 
Religion in the Schools. 

A boy of eight, who attends school in the suburbs of Mont- 
real, dne hotie late the other day. '* Why, Bobby," asked 
his mother, '* what makes you late?” “Oh,” replied Bobby, 
‘t the teacher asked us what we must do to save our souls, 
and I said, * Walk on our heels.’ She didn’t like the answer, 
and made me stay in after school." 


—————— —dá$-46-9————— 
Tux Teutu Sxexer Company’s Catalog of Freethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free. 
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Cammunications. 


Those Slate-Writing Experiments. 

To tas Eprror or Tue Teruras Seexer, Sir: I must 
first acknowledge your courtesy in forwarding me 
proof-sheets of your article, In Search of a Spirit,” 
and then apologize for not having answered it sooner, 
as per my promis. 

But La Grippe prevented my doing so at that 
moment, and extra business cares consequent to this 
sickness kept me so busy that I hav not, till now, 
been able to spare time. 

There are three ways of looking at our slaie-writ- 
ing experiment, for we are dealing with a fact, as the 
writing did take place. The Christian claims, with- 
oui proof, that it is produced by his devil; the Ma. 
terialist, that if is chicanery on the part of the me. 
dium and hallucination on the part of the sitter; the 
Spiritualist, that it is done by excarnated beings, and 
calls it spirit power. 

We will not discuss the first; the second, your 
theory, will fill our bill. l 

Now, I will presuppose that neither you nor I claim 
omniscience, consequently we will discard the word 
“impossible” and view this in the light of “ prob- 
ability.” 

That we met with several disappointments in our 
attempts to obtain sittings with various media, has, 
I submit, nothing to do with the points at issue, and 
while I hav no objeetion to offer io the “ facts,” as 
you presented them on your side of the case, yet I 
claim the right to object to an inferenco being given 
that amount of importance which propsriy belongs 
only to a fact. ; 

Now it is a fact that both of us were honest in our 
investigation. A fact, that as far as I was concerned 
I gave you every facility and allowed you to make 
your own conditions, and is only remains for ms to 
prove, if I can, that the medium, Siade, was equally 
honest. 

My recollection of the sitting is vivid, and I will 
say now, just as I told you before, that in all my ex- 
perienose in this line, I fail to remember one sitting 
that impressed ms more favorably than this. It msy 
be I was hallucinated. It may be thas you were, for, 
at the time, you expressed yourself dumfounded ai 
the results we obtained. 

It may be that Slade is a trickster and we were 
fooled. So lei us examin this. 

We brought our own slates. They were placed on 
a fable that had been previously examined by us and 
pronounced to be an ordinary table, devoid of ma. 
chinery or of any appliance that could be utilized in 
the produstion of raps or slate-writing. 

We agree that Slade cleaned the slates before our 
eyes, and in the ordinary way; that he broke off a 
small piece of pencil, placed it between them, and, 
after joining the slates together, held them under 
the table. But " under" should be explained. You 
sai next him and Ist the other side cf the table, 
and although the farther one from him, ab no time 
did Í not see at least one-quarter of the slate-and 
his entire thumb. 

Now, in the light of “ probability,” iet me ask you: 
How could Slade hav writien this message? 

Try +o hold, with one hand, one slate, not two, in 
any position you may elect, and see if you can so 
manipulate as to write a message covering the entire 
surface. 

I will not deny for one moment that Hermann, ef 
al, could, with mashinery, produca writing under 
these conditions, but, if Sisde had any sppliances, 
they were concealed under his nail. 

But, under which nail? The thumb was always in 
sight, and the other four fingers were under the 
slates and were used to hold them in plase. So, to 
hav produced this writing, Slade, having his left 
hand all the time on the surface of the table and 
joined with ours, must hav opened these slates, 
while they were under the table, written the message, 
and done all with one hand. 

You admit he was talking with us on various sub- 
jects during the entire sitting. This only compli- 
cates your case. For now we hav aman holding 
with one hand two slates under a table ; consequently 
in the dark. We find him opening these slates, 
writing a coherent message on ove of them, and the 
upper ona, too, keeping the alignment of the letters, 
then closing them so quietly as to make no noise, 
and all the while taiking on some subject other than 
the one written upon, and doing this in the presence 

‘of two investigators, one of whom was not six inches 
from him. And he did this without discovery. 

Given ail the appliances he may select, there is no 
conjurer in the world who could duplicate this. At 
least, not one I hav ever seen, from Anderson to 
Hermann. 

My dear Macdovald, you hay unwittingly given 
Blade the greatest puff he has ever received. I be. 
lieve you did it honestly, else I should not bs writing 
this letter. 

Neither you nor I believe that theory. We are 
full-grown men and had our wits about us. 

But this message may hav been written before we 
arrived at Slade’s rooms. Let us examin this. 


You bought the slates. I was so very particular 
about it that, when you exhibited them to me in 
your sanctum, prior to visiting Slade, I positivly re- 
fused even to take them in my hand. You re. 
wrapped them in the paper, carried them to Slade's, 
and they never were, and I can say this honestly and 
conscientiously, they never were out of your posses. 
sion, or in Slade’s. possession or in mine, for ore 
moment. 

You yourself laid them on the table and at Slade’s 
request you took two and held them under the table. 
Writing not being produced, you were told to place 
them before you, on top of the table, and press your 
hands on them. We then heard a scratching noise 
and it sounded as if it were between the slates. 
According to your theory, this noise was produced 
either by yourself or by Slade, as you two alone were 
in contact with the slates. You, with both your 
bsnds pressed on them; Slade simply touching the 
rim of the upper one with his fore-finger. 

The slates were opened and we found a message 
containing fifty-two words. 

Ths chirography was not excellent, that I will ad- 
mit, bub, if produced by either you or Slade, under 
these conditions, it would be excusable even if it 
were worse. 

Now, my dear fellow, in the light of probability, 
where does Slade coms in? Where were his appli- 
acces? What part did the pencil under his nail pley 
in producing this writing ? 

Let us now examin into that little scene whish 
finished the sitting. 

Two of your own slates were taken from the table 
by Sisde. They were perfectly new, as you had just 
bought them. They had never left your possession. 
You had piaced them on the table. They had always 
remained in sight. 

With & small sponge Slade wiped off the dust, and 
joining them together held them under the table. 
We agreed in after conversation on this point, that 
not more than one minute elapsed before he witk- 
draw them, and as his entire thumb and at least one- 
fourth of the upper slate were siways in sight, nei- 
ther you nor I can conscientiously say that he wrote 
on either of them, for, had the upper one been 
moved in the slightest degree we would hav noticed 
it, as both of us were anxiously snd carefully watch- 
ing. This, if you remember, was our pre-arranged 
agreement. We may surmise what we please, but 
we are dealing now with facts, not with inferences. 

Simply because we do not understand a certain 
something, we hav no right to infer that it is otber 
than it seems, other than as it would appear to the 
majority of mankind. Good, sufficient, and if nec- 
easary, scientific reasons should be given for a con- 
^emnaiion. In short, we hav no right as men, ss 
Liberals, to impute that to others which we would 
consider as an insult if directed toward ourselvs. 

These slates were then tied with the same cord 
that you used to tie them in your office. 

Now, up to this point there was, to the best of 
our knowledge and belief, no writing on them. And 
you can only surmise that Slade wrote on them either 
when he was holding them under the table, practi- 
cally in full view, or when cleening them with a 
sponge. Hither hypothesis would place him far, far 
above any known conjurer. 

After being tied they were handed to you, and 
you placed them on your chair and sat on them. 

At this point and until the finish you were the 
only one in the room in physical contact with 
these slates. In talking with me afterward you 
agreed with me that a scratching noise was heard on, 
near, or sbout the slates. When this noise cessed, 
you withdrew the slates, opened them, and inside 
found the following message, an answer to a ques- 
tion you had written on a slate, which slate had never 
left your possession, at least not while your question 
was on if. 

The message or answer was as follows: 

Never doubt this power. - We do and can return. Try us. 

(Signed) 8. P. A. 

Now, again, in th» light of “ probability,” where 
does Slade come in? These are facts. Fight them 
with facts, if you can. 

Thera is still another point. When you were ex- 
perimenting with the two sletes and holding them 
under the table, Slade took one of your slates, and 
without first placing it under the table, put it on 
your head. Hoe then asked the spirits if they would 
try to write on the slates you were holding, and in 
answer came back the foliowing written on the slate 
that was on your head, and, strange to say, written 
on the under side, the side nearest your head: 

“We will try to do so. i 

The slate was in full view. It was one of your 
own. If it had writing placed on it in advance Slade 
most certainly did not put it there. He had no 
opportunity even if so minded. 


I hold it to be “improbable” that he could take a 


slate from the table before our eyes and write a mes- 
sage such as this, the slate always being in our view, 
without our discovering the fraud. So, the only 
time he could hay done it, ¿f he did it, was when it 
was on your head. 


This brings in the “ nail machinery" theory again, 
and I candidly ask you if you consider it, under the 
circumstances, 8 solution to the question? If you 
do, I do not, and I should like to hear further from 
you on the subject. . 

But you lay great stress on the twitching of Slade’s 
foot—-which, by the way, I did not notice—the simi- 
lar chirography exhibited in the various messages, 
and the ready reading by Slade of undecipherable 
parts. : 

If I had time to enter into this, I could giv philo- 
sophical and scientific reasons for all thes». The 
reasons are not original with me, but are the results 
of experiments made by scientific investigators. I 
hav thoroughly tested and proved them to my own 
satisfaction. | 

Now, let us pursue this a trifle further. Slade sat 
facing you with his left side toward the table. You 
must remember that at one stage of the sitting he 
piaced a slate under the table and it was passed to 
you and then to me. You also remember remarking 
that whoever or whatever held that slate possessed 
almost as much strength as yourself, and that you 
found it very difficult to retain the slate in your 
grasp. 

I know this, that when the slate was passed to me 
under the table I took hold of it firmly, and with 
great difficulty and only after violent exertion man- 
aged to retain it. And both of us know full well 
that only a part of the force that either of us exerted 
would hav pulled Slade from his chair, had he been 
on the opposit side of the slate. 

Slade said it was his Indian guide (Owasso, if 
I remember correctly). But by your theory it was 
done either by Slade's left fcot which he had quietly 
worked out of his slipper or by some machinery, as 
we boéh agreed that it was not his right hand, which 
we could plainly see from his thumb upward, nor his 
left hand, which was on the top of the table grasped 
in ours. 

Of the two, and the only two theories you present, 
the machinery sppesis more strongly to me, for the 
“toe” theory was exploded in Henry Ward Beecher's 
time. 

So now we hav Slade with machinery or appliances 
of some kind under his finger-nails and under his 
toe-nails. 

And another curious point which you omitted. 

You may remember that, wherever the writing was 
done, under the table, on the table, or on your head, 
whether with one or two slates, the point of the pen- 
cil always rested on the last mark made, thus show- 
ing that whoever did the writing, as he finished the 
last scratch, and having no further use for the pencil, 
quietly dropped it. 

But mayhep there may be another reason. 

It may be, and is not altogether "improbable," 
that the power writing through Slade did this habit- 
ually in order to disprove your theory that the writ- 
ing was done by Slade. 

But let us look at it from our side of life. The 
mechanical ingenuity exercised in the getting up of 
anything which would always work to such a degree 
of nicety, mort certeinly is far ahead of snything I 
hav ever heard of, and if Slade be the master me- 
chanic he is wasting his time, as he could make a 
better living elsewhere. Aud how small it must hav 
been to hav escaped our joint observation. 

Now, candidly, should not this little fact destroy, 
to a certain degree, the “pencil under the nail” 
theory ? 

No, Brother Macdonald, you hav not as yet given 
ug the solution. I enjoyed your article very much, 
but I saw at a glance that you were off—away off. 

Ridicule, at times, is very effectiv. I often use it 
while arguing with a religionist. It is the most 
potent weapon when dealing with a fraud, but it 
stands powerless in the presence of a “ fact.” 

We will meet again on this question, and I will 
meke it my business to see that you hav all your 
conditions, in fact, everything just as you choose. 

You hav not convinced me of the “ probability ” 
of Slade being loaded with machinery or carrying 
writing implements under his finger-nails. Hav you 
convinced yourself? I think not, and moreover I 
know this, that if you will pursue your investigations 
of Spiritualism in the same spirit in which we started 
out, you wil eventually land where I am, and 
with me will sing: 

Out of darkness into sunlight, 
All untrammeled, glad and free, 
I hav passed from mystic twilight 
Into glorious certainty. 
I hav cast earth’s doubts behind me 
As the swaddling-clothes of youth, 
And I walk with naught to bind me 
In an atmosphere of truth. 
^  MoArrutr, 
OO 


A man’s real faith is never contained in his creed, 
nor is his creed an article of his faith. The last is 
never adopted. This it is that permits him to 
smile even, and to liv even as brave ag he does. And 
yet he clings anxiously to his creed, ns to a straw, 
thinking that that does him good service because 
his sheet anchor does not drag.— Thoreau, 
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A Nugget. 


Two hundred years ago the belief was common 
that persons could make a bargain with or enter into 
a league with the devil. Thousands hav been tried, 
convicted, and executed on account of such belief. 
Picture to your minds a crowded court-room, and 
the one on trial a wrinkled old woman, and men and 
women standing high in society swearing upon their 
solemn oaths that they had seen her flying through 
the air on a bridled broomstick, or that they had 
known her to be changed into a horse, dog, wolf, or 
cat, or perhaps all of them. 

Then think of a jury of “competent men, good 
and true,” seriously deliberating on such testimony. 
Then after the verdict was rendered, a grave judge 
upon the bench pronouncing the sentence of death 
upon her. Then after she had been subjected to the 
most cruel tortures, and every indignity had been 
heaped upon her, put to death in the most unnatural 
way that Christian ingenuity could devise. 

It may be said that rational men and women could 
not be made to believe that such things were possi- 
ble. But men and women are made to believe at the 
present day that dead men could jump out of their 
graves, and that children could be in a fiery furnace 
and not get scorched, and that the walls of a city 
could be blown down with rams’ horns. When the 
mind becomes thoroughly impressed with the ides 
that there is a great being somewhere “beyond the 
bounds of time and space,” who can do things in 
violation of natural law, there is no end to the won- 
derful and miraculous. 

It is’ equally hard to understand at the present 
time how rational men and women could be guilty of 
bloody practices which would bring the blush of 
shame to the cheek of a barbarian. 

Bui it must be remembered that those people be- 
lieved every word and line of the Bible to be in- 
spired, and therein it was written, “Thou shalt 
not suffer a witch to liv." And it was believed that 
those proved to be witches had sbsolutely bargained, 
sold, and transferred their souls to the devil. 

Hence the indignity, the torture, and the cruel 
death were not regarded as being inflicted upon a 
human being, but rather as a measure to rebuke and 
put out of the way a child of the devil, snd check- 
mate and curtail the works of the “prince of dark- 
ness,” who “wanders up and down through the earth 
seeking whom he may devour.” 

Every traveler knows that the city of Constanti- 
nople is infested with dogs. Although they are a 
great nuisance nobody kills them. “If Allah was 
not pleased with the dogs, he would kill them,” so 
the people believe. 

A man was sitting in s hotel in Ramnavid, and 
heard the frightful sereams of a woman. He rushed 
out and found a Jew girl about eighteen years of 
age, stripped to the hips and tied to a post, anda 
isi fellow laying a heavy whip upon her naked 

ack. 

* Hold, hold,” said the man, “what has that wo- 
man done ?” i 

“ Sheis a Jawess,” ho replied, and coolly proceeded 

‘with the flogging. 

In his mind that explanation was sufficient to sat- 
isfy any rational man. He knew that God hated 
Jews and would consign them to a place of punish- 
ment, and he believed that if he tortured and pun- 
ished them, God would look with favor upon the 
cruelty. 

Here is the trouble with the God ides. No matter 
how savage & men may be in his disposition, he will 
clothe his God with the same attribute. What he 
hates God will hate, what he likes his God will like, 
and he will always be trying to make men subserv- 
ient to the will of his God. 

Now, if the Bible is a sure moral guide and all that 
is required to keep our feet in the path of rectitude, 
why did it not teach these people better? Why 
does not it teach the people that Liberals hav the 
same rights to speak their minds that Christians hav 
to speak theirs? Why does not it tell the Obristiaus 
of Sweden that it isa great outrage to keep Lonn- 
strand in prison? How long will it take for the 
Christian dugongs to learn that thera is no wicked- 
ness in the expression of an honest thought? 

Christians ever hav stood and ever wil! stand in 
the way of morality and human progress. Do they 
not virtually teach that a multiplicity of wives and 
concubines is in keeping with morality and virtue? 
Do they not teach that a devout Christian, however 
ignorant, is more pleasing to God and of more im- 
portance in the world than the most enlightened 
scientist? Do they not teach that some of the worst 
tyrants and most bloodthirsty wretches who ever dis- 
graced the footstool were heaven's special pets? 
They teach that a man may violate every law of de- 
cency and make his life a scene of debauchery and 
excesses, and then shift the whole burden of crimes 
and wickedness upon the shoulders of an innocent 
party, and stand before the world as pure as though 
his garments had never been touched with a stain, 
and be ushered into the courts of heaven where none 
but the undefiled can enter. 

They yirtually say that spooks, ghosts, witches, 


evil spirits, and devils were not only possible, but 
that they could be made to appear and disappear at 
pleasure by certain persons whom God had commis- 
sioned to perform these hocus-pocus tricks. 

It will not do to say that Christians no longer 
teach these superstitious absurdities, nor thai they 
belong to 8 former end ignorant age. For do they 
not elaim tnat the Bible is the holy word of God, 
and does it not contain all of these absurdities and 
impossibilities, and more and greater than I hay 
alluded to. 

By indorsing the Bible as the word of God; the 
whole catalog of obscenity and absurdity and im- 
morality is indorsed, and some of it would shame a 
savage. It must be plain to every Liberal worker 
that the most important thing to be done is to dis- 
abuse the Christian mind in regard to the sanctity of 
the Bible. 

The God idea must also be wholly obliterated 
from the mind before that grand onward movement 
can be inaugureted, the object of which shall be to 
promote the happiness of the race. 

Let us pound away at the old superstition until 
Seneible men become ashamed of it, and weak-kneed 
Liberais no longer feel “shocked” when earnest re- 
formers attempt to drag these superstitions out into 
the light of day. 

Christians say, “Lot us alone, what we hav failed 
to do we will yet accomplish.” Will they ever start 
the rece on the highway of progress by instilling 
into the minds of the young a firm belief in a brutal, 
revengeful, angry, vacillating and repenting God? 
Will they do it by teaching that a book written thou- 
sands of yesrs ago by 8 people whose ignorance was 
a disgrace to surrounding nations even in that early 
day is to be taken as a guide under all circumstances ? 
No, no, these pretended teachers are only blind 
guides; their influences must be rendered of no 
effect. However sincere they may be, the fact re- 
mains that in every age and country when and where 
the people hav been the most subjected to their rule, 
there they hav been the most superstitions, ignorant, 
and degraded. Joun PECK. 

Naples, N. Y. ` 

e 
Religion in Our Schools, 
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 


For twenty-five years I hav besn fighting against 
the teaching of religion in our schools, and though 
often derisivly asked by my Christian neighbors, 
“ What hav you gained by it?” I am not yet ready to 
giv up the fight. Though churches are being built 
all around me where revivals with nightly howlings 
for weeks and months disturb our slumbers, making 
night hideous up to the midnight hour, and wbere 
the mesk and saintly Christians irenziedly pray to 
their almighty God to “either kill or convert” us 
Infidele, I yet, in spite of all these drawbacks, feel 
wearsgaining ground. Tho local press now willingly 
opens its pages for the discussion of the question, 
which it dared not do only a few yesrs sgo. The 
inolosed clippings from our county papers will show 
the nature of my fight, and also the position of 
officials on the question. “Up! Freethinkers every- 
where, and at them!" In the schools is sown the 
seed thas in the future besrs fruit. The awe and 
veneration that are infused in the tender mind of the 
ehild who with folded hands listens to the not-to-be- 
questioned untruths of the “holy seriptures” often 
through life oling to the man and woman, making 
them the easy prey of the vampires who from 
churches and colleges swarm over our land, threaten- 
ing to biot out our religious liberties so displeasing 
to their sovereign God. The politician who in our 
Congress aud our legislatures with bowed head 
listens to the man of God, the chaplain ; the witness 
who in the courtroom kisses the holy Bible” or 
reverently points his finger to heaven, hed their first 
awe-inspiring lesson in the school-room, learned their 
always ready submission to the church from a teacher 
in our publis schools. The church is making itself 
ready for battle. Ib is msrshaling its minions to a 
crafty sttempt to strangle Freethought. With the 
rule of the majority it intends to enslave the nation. 
In the name of God it intends to undo the work of 
the men of the Revolution. With the ballot it 
intends to reinstate the Christian God as the sover- 
eign of the republic. It intends to set up the Obris- 
tian religion—its creeds, its savior, its Bible, its 
church, its clergy—as the teachers and guardians of 
the American people. It intends to reinstate the 
Paritan Sabbath, and mold the thoughts of coming 
generations in conformity with the teashings of the 
Bible savior and his church, and thus place the cross 
above the stars and stripes. RUDOLPH HELLSTRON, 

To the Editor of the Journal: At beginning of school term 
I commenced remonstrance with district board, teacher, 
county and state superintendent, and what follows is the 
result of the nearly three months’ struggle for the rights of 


non. believers. E 
Bonn, DOUGLAS county, KAN., Nav. 25, 1889. 
State Superintendent of Public Schools, Sir: Please inform me : 
Did Mr. Darnold, director of sehool district No. 32, Dongias 
county, Kan , this fall write to you asking advice in regard to the 
reading of the Bible by teacher in opening of school and receive 
no anewer? 
2. Does not the habitual regular reading of the so-called “ holy 
scriptures” giv a Christian coloring to the schools, and are un- 
believers forced by law to send their children to these Ohristian 


schools and to pay taxes for the teaching of a creed that their 
reason rejects ? 

3. Does not the ringing of the ball and calling scholars to order 
yirtually open the school, even if done five minutes before 9 
o'cloc. 

4. Is not this taxing of unbelievers for the support of ** Christien 
schools” and then compolling them by law to send their children 
to those schools, a usurpation unwarranted by the constitutions 
of both state and nation?  —— 

5. Does not the total exclusion of religion from the schools place 
all creeds and beliefs on a basis of equality ? 

Respectfally yours, RUDOLPH HELLSTROM. 

To this I received the following answer: 


Drar 8m: Your letter of November 27th received, and in reply 
will say that I hav no recollection whatever of receiving such & 
letter as the one to which you refer. The only letter I received on 
the subject, called for an opinion whiah has been published in the 
official opinions in the school law of 1889, and I herewith inclose a 
copy of said opinion. Very respectfully, 

Guo. W. Winans, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

The opinion was a copy of the schoo! law, marked on page 
103, which was as follows: : 

35. Question : What is your opinion in regard to reading of tho 
Bible in public rchools? Answer: In the absence of any law upon 
the subject, were I a teacher I should regard as my duty to be gov- 
erned by the advice and directions of the school district boerd ; 
and if I were a county superintendent I should, in every case, refer 
this question for settlement to the board of the schoo! district, in 
which it might become a matter of controveray. 

From our broad-minded, genial Christian county superin- 
tendent, with whom J hav had three different interviews, I 
had advice in fragments as follows: ‘‘ You must try to get rid 
of your narrow, old-country views. Remember that you 
now liv in the United States. A free Christian country with 
a Christian people, a Christian president, Christian gov- 
ernors, Christian schoole—a country where the majority 
rules—and you ought to submit to the will of the majority.” 
What! the majority to decide my religious convictions and 
direct the religious training of my children? ‘‘ Your religious 
conviction, sir, must submit to the laws.” The government 
has just put its big foot on the “‘ religious convictions” of 
the Mormon. Liberty we must hav, but not license. Iam 
no champion for the Mormons, and do not intend to break 
any civil law, but I most earnestly protest that the govern- 
ment does not put its big foot on my “non-religious” con- 
victions as our Christian friends propose to do in the Blair 
bill. The county superintendent graciously permits me to 
keep my children in the school-yard while our teacher grat- 
ifies her sacred duty of entertaining the children with the 
legends and miracles of the ‘‘holy scripture." The state 
makes no provision for the children of unbelievers, I am 
told, but as to him who fails to pay his share of the funds 
for supporting the schools of his Christian neighbors, his 
property would soon go under the sheriff's hammer. In 
conclusion, I must say that my Christian friend, the super- 
intendent, may be right; that I do not properly appreciate 
my fortunate escape from my former bondage in the despotic 
Old World, and am unable to understand the glorious free- 
dom of these United States, where the majority rules. 

RUDOLPH HELLSTROM. 

Bond, Douglas county, December, 1889. 


Eprror Gazerre: In a recent communication published in 
the Journal by me on the question, ‘‘Shall the Bible be Read 
in Our Schools?" I did not bring out all the matters involved 
in the trouble in district No. 22, so I desire now to supple- 
ment my former remarks with the following facts : 

When I started this fight for the rights of unbelievers I 
did not consult or seek coöperation from other ‘‘ Liberals,” 
as I considered the religious rights of individuals based on 
immutable justice, not on the will of the majority, and the 
righis of one as sacred as the rights of multitudes. But 
other unbelievers, hearing that I was tauntingly called in a 
board meeting the only “rebel,” hastily drew a petition 
which at once obtained sixteen signatures, and the day be- 
fore county election it was handed to the director. This so 
aroused the ire of the pretended followers of him who is 
credited with the saying, “ If one smites you on one cheek, 
turn him tbe other, too,” that on the suggestion of the ma- 
jority of the board a counter petition was started election 
day, and on December 6'h, at a meeting of the board, it was 
presented to the directors, having seventy-five signatures. 
Whereupon the majority of the board passed a resolution 
that the “sacred scriptures should continue to be read in 
school.” An order for money for the teacher was also de- 
manded at this meeting, which the clerk refused to draw 
before having had some advice. The majority of the board 
at once took out a ‘ writ of mandamus,” but before serving 
said writ.the county attorney sent for the clerk and made 
the following proposition for compromise : My duty to the 
county, as its attorney, is to settle such matters as this peace- 
ably, not to create litigation. If you will either resign or 
draw the order I will write to the director and teacher, ad- 
visiug them to stop the reading of the Bible and thereby 
remove the cause for strife and discontent in your district, 
but if they cannot do that—if they must read the Bible— 
the teacher must every morning, ten minutes before 9 o'clock, 
announce to scholars that she is going to read the Bibic five 
minutes—attendance being altogether voluntary—no compul- 
sion. Then after reading pause five minutes so none could 
possibly be annoyed thereby. Then at 9 o’clock ring the 
bell for school. This being satisfactory to the clerk, he 
promised to draw an order for money for the teacher, which 
was accordingly done. But the teacher totally disregards 
the agreement and advice of the county attorney and goes 
on as before, first ringing the bell and taking up school with 
the reading of the ‘‘ holy scriptures.” I then called on the 
county attorney and he read to me his letter to the director 
agreeing with the above statements. Thus the stubbornness 
of a teacher, the perversity of a district board, and confus- 
ing advice of superintendents will farther prolong strife, ill 
feeling, and discontent in our district. 

Yours for justice, RUDOLPA HeLLSTROM. 

Bond, Douglas Co., Kan., Dec. 20, 1889. 

i ———— 

I was once reproved by a minister who was driving 
a poor beast to some meeting -house horsesheds 
among the hills of New Hampshire, because I was 
bending my steps to a mountain-top on the Sabbath 
instead of a church, when I would hav gone farther 
than he to hear a true word spoken on that or any 
day. He declared that 1 was “breaking the Lord's 
fourth Commandment,” and proceeded to enumerate, 
in sepulchral tones, the disasters which had befallen 
him whenever he had done any ordinary work on the 
Sabbath. He really thought a god was on the wateh 
to trip up those men who followed any secular work 
on this day, and did not see that it was the evil con- 
science of the workers that did it — Zhoreau, 
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About the Cartoon Book. 
tt MosTREAL, March 15, 1890. 

‘¢ Dear Mr. MaopoNavp: Iam delighted to hear that the 
first-page cartoons of THE TRUTH ÑEEKER are to assume 
book form—a manifest destiny that every reader of the pa- 
per has foreseen. I predict for it the greatest success that 
Freethought literature has yet achieved. Put me down for 
five copies to begin with. 

tt This book is what will be effectiv with the masses, who 
need concise, demonstrativ teaching; but the masses are 
poor and a two-dollar book is beyond their reach. When 
this edition has had its run and has awakened enthusiasm, 
then, if you are willing—as has always been your devoted 
practice—to sacrifice gain for service, let the Freethinkers 
of the country raise a fund to print the book in cheap form 
80 that it may be sold at the bare cost, or less, and be circu- 
lated by the hundreds of thousands. The children will in- 
spect it on Sunday instead of Fox's * Book of Martyrs'—my 
sole resource as a youth for pictorial entertainment—and the 
result will be the inculcation of a horror of all religion and 
every form of political tyranny, and not merely a narrow 
hatred of Catholicism. With hearty congratulations I am, 

** Yours sincerely, Rost. C. ADAMS.” 

We shall be quite willing to do anything that may 
increase the circulation of this book, for it will be 
one of the keenesí weapons ever directed against 
superstition and theological tyranny and greed. 
. We hav put the price as low as possible on the first 
edition, and we must sell many hundreds of copies 
io get the money back. And we desire to receive 
orders from now on. "The price $2. 

———— M 
The Pictures. 

The announcement of the new picture-book last 
week erowded out the acknowledgment of the new 
subscribers and donations for the continuance of the 
pictures in Taz Terura Szzxrs. We hay now to 
receipt for seventy-seven new friends on the list, 
making four hundred and fifty-three additions to the 
list on this account. The Literature Fund has 
received from S. B. Latham $1.50, and the following 
donations are to help pay for the pictures: 


s 00; Chas. Henshaw.......... 175 

5| R. Brown........... 1 00 

50! R. A. Web 135 

s 50| M. Bleha..... 1 00 

y ce 25; Jas. S. Foss.. 50 

Warren B. Orchard.. 25 | Jas. M. Cosad.. 1 00 
Jas. Henry ................ 1 00| Thos. Oakley. ............ 25 
J. M. Hounds............. 1 00| Pierre Foristell.......... 35 
Wm. Fray.. PEN 50| J. L. Tompkins... 1 00 
Andrew Jacobson.. ise 1 00; Mrs. Duncan McMillan. 1 00 
T. R. Burrows.. 80| W. F. Thayer............ 25 


The total of iia donations amounts to $209.30. 
It will be seen from these figures that we hav good 
reason to be thankful to our friends for their efforts, 
and we assure them that they are fully appreciated. 
We are anxious to supply our readers with the 
strongest arguments against superstition, and in 
such shape as best pleases them. The pictures 
answer these requirements, and considering the wil- 
lingness of those who like them to pay for them we 
feel sure that the new book will be a success. 


That Search for a Spirit. 


Mr. McArthur, who was associated with the writer 
of an article in the current TRUTH SEEKER ÅNNUAL en- 
titled, “ In Search of a Spirit,” has in this issue of 
Tue Trure Szzxer some criticisms upon the conclu- 
sions drawn by the relator of the story from the re- 
sult of their experiments. Mr. McArthur writes 
with the utmost good feeling, and it is evident that 
there are at least two men in the world who can agree 
to disagree and preserve their respect and friendship 
for each other. 

The author of the article under criticism refuses 
peremptorily to be drawn into a controversy on Spir- 
itualism. The affirmations implied in the word Spir- 
ituslism are propositions about which he kows 
nothing. The burden of proof is on those who 
affirm them. He does not deny them; he but con- 
siders them not proved. Of the alleged manifesta- 
tions of spirits that writer also knows little. But 
concerning those things which happened when he 
and Mr. McArthur were endeavoring to find out 
something about both spirits and spirit manifesta- 
tions he does know something, because the experi- 
ences were tangible realities, human and compre- 
hensible. Oonfining himself, then, to the human part 
of the subject, and to the things which he saw and 
knew, he trusts that without offense he may correct 
some erroneous statements and unwarranted infer- 
ences of his friend McArthur. 

In the first place, memory in regard to the details 
of anything which transpired twelve months ago is a 
treacherous dependence. Differences of opinion as 
to the order of events at the séances arose when 
somparing notes within a few days of the occurrence. 
It would be thoroughly unscientific to deduce the- 
ories from inductions so imperfectly substantiated, 
and the facts used now regarding the séances must 
be those noted at the time. There were then only 
too great opportunities for error. Bearing these 
things in mind, lef us consider Mr. McArthur’s orit- 
ieism. 

One of the first slips of memory is the statement 
that a message of fifty-two words was found upon 
one of the slates taken to the medium by the writer 
of “In Search of a Spirit.” When it is known that 
this was Slade’s slate, as can be attested by the 
slates now in possession of the Editor of Taz Trura 
Szexer, Mr. MoeArthur's circumstantial account of 
the marvelous transaction falls into innocuous desue- 
tude. That slate was in Slade’s possession from the 
time he purchased it to the time it was taken away 
from his house. The long messages were all upon 
Slade’s slates, and it is the opinion of one of the ex- 
perimenters that he had ample time and opportunity 
to align his letters. The messages of a few words 
obtained upon the experimenters’ slates were not re- 
markable for uniformity of adjustment. They were, 
jn fact, scrawled. 

Another lapse of memory may be mentioned. 
Mr. McArthur gays: 


** When this noise ceased, you withdrew the slates, opened 
them, and side found the following message, an answer to 
& question you had written on a slate, which slate had never 
left your possession, at least not while your question was 
on it. 

‘The message Or answer was as follows: 


*** Never doubt this power. We do and can return. Try us. 
“< (Signed) BS. P. A." 


There are two errors here. First, this message 
was not in answer to a question. Second, the slate 
upon which appeared an answer to a question was 
out of the writers possession. If Mr. McArthur 
will turn to his Teura Seeger of March 2, 1889, he 
wil find an account of the séance signed “Mo. 
Arthur.” The record reads: 

** Mr. Macdonald then said that he would like to write to 
a friend who was dead. He took a slate and wrote a 
private message. This slate was then placed under the 
table by the medium. In short time writing was heard. 

** The question was, * Will 8. P. A. write here?’ and the 
answer, ‘S. P. A. wil?” 

The message, “ Never doubt this power,” etc., was 
not an answer to & question, but was a general 
remark, or exhortation, as it were. The way it was 
obtained was this: The skeptical experimenter 
handed Slade two of his slates, and Slade held them 
under the table. Mr. Slade was jerking around, legs 
and arms going, and consequently jerking the slates 
around. This he explained by saying the power was 
very strong. Then he pulled the slates out from 
under the table and laid them upon it. Then he 
asked the writer for the twine with which the pack- 
age had been tied. He did not separate the slates 


while on the table to let the experimenters see that 
they were clean. He tied them together; then took 
another slate, held it under the table, saying he 
would ask the spirits what they wanted done with 
the tied slates. He obtained a line, “ He will sit on 
them.” Then the junior experimenter did sit on 
them, and when opened, the message, “Never 
doubt,” etc., was found. 

As to where Slade “came in,” it is the opinion of 
the junior experimenter that his opportunity pre- 
sented itself when he held them under the table. 
But this cannot be proved without Slade’s coopera- 
tion, and this will probably -be difficult to. obtain. 
Hermann or Kellar would also probably object to 
letting the audience into their secrets. As to how 
Slade did the writing in this and other instances, the 
objecting experimenter offers no new opinion. In 
Mr. John Truesdell’s * Bottom Facts” several meth- 
ods are indicated as being used by Mr. Slade. The 
experimenter can only say that he did not see any of 
his paraphernalia, and does not know that he had 
any. But when a thing can ba done humanly he 
fails to see any good reason why it should be attrib- 
uted to superhuman agencies. Hume’s argument 
against miracles applies with equal pertinence to 
the material manifestations of Spiritualism. 


Another point upon which recollections differ is 
concerning the amount of slate remaining in sight 
when Slade held them under the table. Mr. 
MoArthur’s friend sat next to the medium, and his 
recollection is that all he could see of the slates was 
Slade’s wrist, with the cords therein working as 
though the fingers were moving. And his recollec- 
tion is that all of the slates, without exception, were 
out of sight when written on, or had been previously 
out of sight before the writing was found on them. 
If the event had been as M». McArthur states it, and 
so much of the slate was constantly exposed, why 
could not all of it b» exposed? Why must a slate 
go under & table (where in this case the light was 
fully as strong as on top), even though it afterward 
be withdrawn and placed on top, where the medium 
alleges that the writing sometimes occurs? The 
conditions on top of the table are the same as under 
it, and it must inconvenience the spirits to keep 
dodging about at the whim of their instrument. 
But the fact remains, though it may or may not be 
suspicious, that al! slates are handled by the medium 
before spirits write upon them. 

The recollections of the two experimenters differ 
in other particulars, unimportant perhaps, bvt en- 
forcing the conclusion that errors may be made inad- 
vertently. The person whom Mr. McArthur is en- 
deavoring to set right does not recollect that the 
pencil used always rested upon the last word written. 
He recollects that it sometimes did and that the 
medium was prompt in calling attention to the fact. 
He seemed to regard it as a triumph of his skill. 
Just what is proved by this, however, at least one of 
of the experimenters is confessedly too obtuse to 
discern. The theory is that spirits are people who 
hay just stepped out, and returning make their pres- 
ence known by writing upon slates. Why, then, 
should not they and those who hav not stepped out 
hav the same habits in regard to leaving pencils 
around after using them? The person spoken of 
also fails to remember that he said he was dum- 
founded at Slade's productions. The experiments 
wth Slade were not considered by him to really 
count in the proposed investigation. This was ex- 
plained, and the reasons given were that the junior 
experimenter possessed grave doubts as to Slade's 
genuinness, owing to information concerning him 
previously acquired. It is the recollection of Mr. 
McArthur’s friend that he said at a very early stage 
of the proceedings that if the mediums were given 
their conditions writing would undoubtedly be ob- 
tained, as producing it was their business, trade, or 
profession, whether they did it by sleight-of-hand or 
by the aid of spirits. No one doubts that writing is 
actually produced; the question undertaken to be 
solved was, how? In the article, “In Search ofa 
Spirit,” the writer acknowledged himself puzzled, 
and also did so privately £o Mr. McArthur. But 
dumfounded by Slade’s performances, never ! 
Slade’s success was no more surprising than the suc- 
cess of any artisan in a trade which he has learned. 
And if one could sit lowly and look under Slade’s 
table, the opinion is still held by at least one person 
that much of the mystery would disappear. 

It is also submitted, respectfully, that the “ sev- 
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eral disappointments” met with in the attempts to 
obtain sittings with “various media," hav something 
to do with the point at issue. As previously re- 
marked, the question is not, Does writing occur upon 
slates? but is, How is it done? There are two 
theories about it, and the investigations under con- 
sideration were to be undertaken to find out which 
theory is true. One medium was visited; he was 
allowed his conditions; writing was produced. 
When, however, it was proposed that the conditions 
be made such that the medium could not hold slates 
away out of sight and otherwise manipulate them, 
the media refused the sittivgs as one man. The ex 
cuses were various, but the decisions were unani- 
mous. It may be wrong to regard this as significant, 
but the fact cannot but exert an influence when one 
is thinking upon the subject. 

The searcher for light may be off—away off—as his 
friend pleasantly observes, but he is just so stupid 
as not to seeit. Like the paternal relativ of Little 
Breeches, l 

** He don't go much on religion, 

He never ain't had no show; 
But he's got a middlin’ tight grip, sir, 
On the handful o! things he knows.” 

And one cf that handful is that when he obtained 
writing on slates there was opportunity for human 
intervention, and that when it was proposed to shut 
out such opportunity he got no writing. He also 
knows that while one medinm can puzzle him, that 
same medium also endeavored to deceive him by the 
use of a prehensil set of toes, which destroyed his 
confidence in the gentleman in a marked degree. 

But no one is more willing to learn than that same 
searcher ; and he rejoices greatly that Mr. McArthur 
will yet find a medium who will let him hav every- 
thing just as he chooses. If any results are obtained 
the readers of this paper shall know of them. 
Truth is what we are all seeking for. It may be 
that spirits exist ; if so, it is worth a little trouble to 
convinse one’s self of that fact. 

— 9-4 —— ————— 
s Up in Canada. 

Of the oath bill which the Canadian Secular Union 
will introduce in the Dominion Parliament the Mon- 
treal Daily Witness says: 

“ It is very improbable that it will become law as it stands, 
though we are told it will hav some prominent supporters in 
the House of Commons. The number of people who are will- 
ing to see oaths abolished in Canada is not, we believe, very 
great, and if this bill became law the utility of oaths would 
be completely wiped out. Under a law which enabled the 
substitution of an affirmation for an oath at the simple desire 

<of the testifier few would take the oath. Those who took it 
would either be those whose affirmation would be equally 
good or willful perjurers, while those on whom an oath 
would be a check would most naturally want to escape tak- 
ing it. With large classes of people, especially in this prov- 
ince, the taking of an oath makes the duty of truth-telling a 
far more solemn and binding thing than it is otherwise. In 
the lower courts the truth of this is illustrated almost every 
day in the attempts of witnesses to avoid, as they imagin, 
the responsibility of the oath, by refraining from kissing the 
Bible, by ‘ kissing their thumbs’ instead of the Bible, and 
by other like tricks. The judge and clerks in.many of the 
courts watch the witnesses very closely and insist upon their 
carrying out each particular of the ceremony, and they do 
this knowing by long experience the value of the oath in 
extracting the truth from such people. If this bill becomes 
law these people would be able to escape the oath, as the 
judge would be precluded from requiring them to take it, 
even when convinced of the necessity of their doing so. It 
may, on the other hand, fairly be said that those who feel 
absolved from a solemn asseveration taken in God's presence 
by a subterfuge, such as a denial of the validity of the par- 
ticular Bible used or the trick of not kissing it, are sunk in 
the lowest depths of fetichist superstition, and it is quite prob- 
able that this formality encourages the general disregard for 
truth, creating as it does an apparent distinction between 
the times when one is and when he is not religiously bound 
to be truthful.” 


The condition of mind of the man who wrote that 
is deplorable. Does he think that legislation of any 
sort or ceremonies of any kind can make those ras- 
cals who evade “kissing de book” honest? Suppos- 
ing they do let their fine distinction in rascality salve 
their consciences, do they not evolve some other 
when cornered ? 

These comments, however, if true, furnish ample 
evidence, if any more were needed, that religion a: d 
honesty are very far apart. It is admitted that these 
rascals are religious even to superstition, and also 
that, notwithstanding, they are rascals. But must 
honest people be lowered to their level in legislation ? 
Must the president of the Secular Union be put on 
the same plane as a Catholic peasant who can neither 


read nor write; whose idea of life is to eat, beget 
children, lie on the floor of his cabin with his face in 
the sun, and occasionally go to church ? 

Again, the affirmation allows no perjurer to escape, 
and if a few of the fetichists who take it as a trick to 
escape telling the truth are sent to prison, they and 
their fellows will hav learned & lesson in morality 
which centuries of religion hay not been able to teach 
them. With affirmation, the courts would rely on 
human probabilities of a man’s telling the truth, and 
not upon a superstitious reverence for a ceremony. 
In this way, the truth would much oftener be arrived 
at. “Oaths” are silly performances any way you 
look at them. 

But regarding the possibility of this bill becoming 
& law in Ontario at no distant period there are two 
opinions. Captain Adams writes to Secular 
Thought: 


“It will gratify your readers to know, a8 it givs me pleas- 
ure to state, that our Oaths bill is making encouraging 
progress at Ottawa. Sir Donald A. Smith, M.P., has spoken 
about it to the honorable minister of justice, Sir John 
Thompson, who expresses the opinion that he is ‘ favorable 
to its becoming law,’ and Sir Donald has kindly consented 
to introduce and support the bill, either at the present or 
next session of Parliament, according as the minister of 
justice recommends, he having expressed a doubt as to the 
possibility of putting it through this session, owing to the 
lateness of the date and the amount of work before Parlia- 
ment. It is certainly encouraging to hay the principle of the 
bill approved in the highest quarter, and it givs assurance 
that Canada is to step to the front place among the nations 
in guaranteeing the rights of mental freedom. 

** The member of the provincial parliament at Quebec who 
has had the bill placed in his hands, has raised objections to 
it on the score of its being legislation of an unusual char- 
acter, which there could be no hope of cerrying. But his 
suggestions of amendment are not satisfactory, and we hold 
out for the full liberty, even though it be delayed, rather 
than accept a compromise.” 


Going further west in the territory of our British- 
American neighbor, we find that the legislature of 
the province of Manitoba has set the Parliament of 
the Dominion and all other legislatures a splendid 
example on another Secular point. The Winnipeg 
Tribune of March 4th relates: 


“t In the local legislature yesterday, while the bill respect- 
ing assessment and collection of taxes was under considera- 
tion in committee of the whole, Attorney-General Martin 
rose from his place in the House and ‘moved to strike out 
the portion of the clause exempting churches from taxation, 
or as he put it, all exemptions except such as would be 
taking money out of one pocket an? putting it into another. 
The attorney-general said with regard to churches that the 
only fair way was to tax them. Exempting them was prac- 
tically compelling the people to support a particular church, 
which was antagonistic to the generally received principles 
of government in Canada. The privcip'e here was to hav 
entire sep^ration of church and state, and by exempting 
them from taxation such a principle could not be carried 
out. Mr. Martin referred to the fact that some people were 
content to worship ina church costing $2,000, while another 
congregation worshiped in a church costing $100,000. The 
result of exemption was that the citizen who worshiped in the 
costly church received far greater benefit proportionately. 
An argument for exemption was that churches are works of 
art. On the same ground any man who builds a private 
residence should be exempt. The attorney-general said the 
true principle in matters of religion was for each man to be 
a judge for himself. It had been argued that taxing a church 
was an act of desecration, but this had been practically 
abandoned. In closing, the attorney-general cited instances 
where Christians, especially the Baptists, had come out 
against church exemptions. He suggested that on these 
matters the province should start early in its history. A 
division in committee showed a vote of sixteen for and eight 
against the amendment, so that church exemption is a thing 
of the past. 

*! At the evening sitting of the house the question of church 
exemption was reconsidered on motion of Mr. A. F. Martin. 
He said the taxation of the church was one of the godless ideas 
that ought to be stamped out of the country. Mr. Thompson, 
8 stanch Presbyterian, thought the step was in the retrograde 
direction. Mr. Wood thought the same. Hon. Mr. Smart, 
the Baptist member of the cabinet, and the attorney-general 
spoke in refutation of the arguments brought forward. The 
house divided with the result that twenty-three members 
against seven declared again that churches should not be ex- 
empted from taxation.” 


This is emphatically a step forward, and puts 
Manitoba far ahead of the rest of Canada in Secular 
affairs. This taxation issue is bound to make the 
churches everywhere tremble ere long, for taxation 
is pressing ao heavily upon the people that relief will 
be sought in all directions, and the religious organi- 
zations which hav piled up so much unproductiv 
wealth cannot escape an interview with the tax asses- 
sor. There are more people probably ready to vote 
to tax churches than to grant any other one of the 
Nine Demands. l 


The Chureh in Two Republics. 


The Catholic Review reports a little scene which 
occurred in the French Chamber recently showing 
that this country is not any longer the standard by 
which church and stata separation is measured, but 
has bacome rather an example and argument for 
church and state union. Bishop Freppel was ad- 
dressing the Chamber when the scene occurred : 


Mgr. Freppel (on the tribune speaking): ‘‘It is fair to say 
that in all republics except this-——" — - 

A member of the Left: ‘ They hav no concordat!” 

Mer. Freppel: “ They recognize that the clergy hav the 
right to instruct the faithful of their obligation never to vote 
for men hostil. to the rights of the church and the interests 
of religion. Ido not speak of the United States, for every 
one knows that there is not a country where the clergy in- 
terfere more in elections.” 

M. Philipon: ‘‘ But the clergy of the United States are 
not paid by the government." 

. M. Leydet: ‘Union of church and state does not exist 
there." . 

Mgr. Freppel: * You tell me that church and state are 
separate in the United States. Permit me to tell you that 
this separation is not as complete as you think, and does not 
exist in the sense in which you understand it. Each year 
the president of the United States ordains a day of fasting 
and prayer for the country.” (Cries from the Left.] 

A member of the Right: ‘ That's perfectly true!” 

M. Jumel: '* We know how they observe that fast !” 

A member of the Left: ‘‘ We are not obliged to fast, we 
hav to pay." 

Mgr. Freppel: “In the Uaited States, before each sitting 
of Congress, the chaplain offers prayer, which I would be 
happy to do for you with your permission" (cheers and 
laughter from the Right). ''And you call this separation of 
the civil from the religious order ?” 

M. Pelletan: ''Yes; because the Uaited States has no 
Budget of Worship." 

Mgr. Freppel: ‘‘ I know very well that the clergy receive 
no indemnity from the United States for a very simple res- 
son: in that country they. hav not, as in ours, despoiled the 
church of its property” (cries from the Left and applause 
from the Right). 


In another portion of his speach the bishop 
enunciated the same principles that the pops has 
put into his latest encyclical. “In the exercise of 
his ministry,” says the bishop, “ while the priest is 
bound to avoid personalities, he has the right to 
remind the faithfal of their obligation to vote, and 
of their duty never to vote for men hostil to the 
rights of the church and the interests of religion.” 

Io reporting these words, the Review uses the 
opportunity to add au opinion which may bs taken 
as the opinion of the Oatholic hierarchy in America. 
“No matter how pleasant it may bo," says tha Re- 
view, “to hav the clergy keep their fingers out of 
the political pies, it will not always be possible for 
them to do it, bacause the border-land between jn- 
terference and non interference is pretty extensiv.’ 
And the clergy are doing all they can to keep this 
border-land extensiv by pronounsing politics and the 
exercise of the franchise to be matters of morals, 
over which the clergy claim the right of supsrvision 
and the right therefore to instruct the laity. 

We hope those who think that church and state 
are separate in this country will ponder long over 
the scene in the French Chamber; and that those 
who imagin there is no danger from tha Catholic 
church will weigh the words of Bishop Freppsl and 
the Catholic Review. 

——— d —— 


Editorial Notes. 


RxriaioN does not play a very important part in the courts 
of New York nowadays. A juror in the Flack conspiracy 
case, on his examination, was asked : 

“ Hav you any religion ?" 

“No, sir. We liv to-day and die to-morrow.” 

“Then you hav no fear of the future?” 

** Not at all.” ` 

He was sent to the box as & juror. 

A few years ago the man would hav been discharged from 
the jury panel as incompetent to serve. 


PITTSBURGH Truth requests its contemporaries to write ita 
obituary, as the February number is the last that will be 
issued. Mr. Pierce says: ‘‘ While our circulation is growing 
steadily, it is not growing fast enough to check the large 
assessments on our very small bank account necessary to 
meet the expenses of the paper. Therefore, on account of 
insufficient support, we hav decided to withdraw the paper 
from the field. The appeal in our December number for 
$250 did not bring us quite $45. This feeble response shows, 
we think, that a majority of our readers do not care much 
for the paper. The unconcernedness of Liberals in general, 
and of our subscribers in particular, about the financial suc- ' 
cess of this journal, drives us from the field, but we leave 
very reluctantly.” Truth was a bright little paper and we 
are sincerely sorry that it could not be supported. Free- 
thought has none too many advocates, and the withdrawa' 


of even one will be seriously felt. 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


LzsANox, Pa., March 7, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: By all means continue Heston’s pictures. 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


Waoo, Tex., March 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I bav not had time to contribute to your 
Symposium. [ think it is splendid. J. D. Saw. 


GREELEY, CoL., March 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $4, for which send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and the ANNUAL, the balance to go for the pictures. 
James HENRY. 


NonTHVILLE, Miou., March 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $5. I would like the 
ANNUAL, and hope you will continue the pictures. I think 
they speak for themselvs every time. A. B. SMITH. 


MIpDpLEFIELD, N. Y., March 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $9 for two new sub 
scribers and renewal, with book, ‘‘ Try-Square.” All vote 
for the pictures. ANGUS GRIFFIN. 


Covineton, Ga., March 5, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: Here is $10 for new subscribers. Send the 
*Try.Square." I will send some more names soon. Hur- 
rah for Heston forever. W. A. I. ANDERSON. 


Asprn, Cor., March 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3.50—$3 for my vote 
for the continuation of the cartoons, and fifty cents for last 

. year’s ANNUAL and this year’s ANNUAL. JoHN ENGsTROM. 


Honzxovz, N. Y., March 8, 1890. 
. Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $5.50 for renewal and for 
ANNUALS for 1889 and 1890. Iam in favor of the pictures, 
but shall not stop the psper if the pictures are not continued. 
FRANK WATEROUS. 


ATHENS, TENN., March 4, 1890. 
Mr. Enrrog: I would favor the continuance of Mr. Hes. 
''£on's pictures by all means. I know of no genius more com- 
petent of casting light on superstition than Mr. Heston. 
Jonn T. MoMILLAN. 


Panis, Tex., March 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: A sample copy, March ist, of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, has just reached me. Those pictures! Long may 
they wave! I inclose $3.25 for the AwNvAL and subscription. 
R. PETERSON. 


Vıremıvs, Cor., March 1, 1890. 
- Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $8, for which send Taz TRUTH 
: .SgzxxR and the “ Try-Square" to theinclosed address. "This 
. vis my new subscriber. Long liv Tux TRUTH SEEKER, and 
Heston to illustrate it. C. A. DorrARBID. 


LzAVENWORTE, KY., March 8, 1890. 

. Me. EDITOR: Please send for the inclosed $1 your invalu- 
able guide to light, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, through which alone 
the human can be elevated to that standard where the eye 
will become competent to read man’s soul. F. LEBER, Sr. 


ALBION, Miom., March 10, 1899. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find subscription for my friend and 
myself. We both vote for continuing the pictures on both 
pages, and two in the middle. Long liv John Peck, Heston, 
&nd the cartoons. Yours truly. W. BIDWELL. 


CARBONDALE, KAN., March 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eviror: Long may Tux TRUTH SEEKER wave—yes, 
and Heston and all the writers that help to make it immense. 
Iam using each paper to do what good I can in these parts. 
I will try and send you a list of Liberal names soon. Yours 
for human improvement without superstition, 
JOHN G, COOPER. 


Norwios, N. Y., March 5, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3, for which send me 
THE TRUTH SEEKER and ‘‘Try-Square,” as advertised by 
you. I vote for the pictures, or Bible illustrations, by Hes- 
ton, and would advise as means ceme to hand to improve the 
style or rather the cost of the illustrations. 


Yours respectfully, J. R. Nzw'oN. 


YoounviLLE, CAL., Feb. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Evrror: Ínclosed please find $5, for which please 
` renew my subscription and place the balance to fund for the 
distribution of books and Liberal literature. I am sorry that 
I cannot send another subscriber toward Tag TRUTH SEEKER, 
in order to keep the pictures a-going, and am willing to pay 
$3.50 or $4 a year rather than see the pictures suspended. 
Respectfully yours, H. DANNENBRINK. 


Duox Laxe, Mios., March 5, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I should like to send you some new sub- 
scribers, but as I am just recovering from a fit of sickness, I 
am unable to. My vote on the cartoon question js, Continue 
the cartoons if possible. They speak plainer than words. 
Of course our Christian friends would like to hav them 
stopped, as they would like to hav THe TRUTH SEEKER 

stopped. Yours for truth, L. COURTRIGHT. 


Conozs, N. Y., March 5, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTon: Inclosed please find $2 in payment of the 
, ANNUAL, and credit the balance.on subscription. When 
your bound volume of TuE TRUTH SEEKER for the year 1889 
is ready, please send me one by express C. O. D. You see 
that I am a double subscriber by. taking the bound volume 
at the end of the year, which I would not be if you discon- 
tinued the pictures. Iam glad to see our friends rallying to 
the support of them. D. MoE twin. 


Wasuineron, D. C., March 8, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $5.75 for renewal of my sub- 
scription, one new subscriber, and books named. Two 
votes for Heston. I look forward with great pleasure to the 
time when he gets into Revelation, where St. John had snakes 
in his boots and imagined he saw that wonderful beast. In 
fact, every chapter could be illustrated with excellent effect. 
I enjoy the pictures on the last page. They are so true to 

the times and the age in which the Bible was written. 
H. M. Burre, M.D. 


Morven, N. C., March 4, 1890. 
R. EprroR: I send you $15 for books. If you will send 
along some copies of Tug TRUTH SEEEkER, I will try to get 
you a few subscribers. I like Tug TRUTH SEEKER very much, 
and will. never do without it again just as long as we both 
liv and I can get the money to pay for it. I feel just as 
though a friend had come when it gets here every Monday. 
Long may it liv and keep the cartoons in. I want to see 
them uatil Mr. Heston has finished the Revelation. I show 
the cartoons to Christian friends, and when the next paper 

comes they want to see the pictures. B. R. TEAL. 


Omaua, March 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I feel glad and proud to hav my head level 
enough to be one of the grand host of thinkers; not wor- 
shipers of myths, but of solid truth, which is our rock. 
Heston must be double-sighted to what those pulpit-pounders 
are. I tell you I feel glad to read of so many of one mind 
concerning the pictures. Iam on the side of the majority. 
Yea or no, I like the paper. I loved the founder. My mind 
beholds his face. I once met him in Omaha, with a hand- 
shake. Peck is a brick, a granit rock. Send me this year's 

ANNUAL, and use the balance for the pictures. 
W. L. Gray. 


ORANGEVILLE, Pa., March 8, 1890. 

' Mz. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5, for which send as 
per inclosed list. I hav at last secured one subscriber, just 
in time to. be entitled to the ‘‘Try-Square.” I hav the 
promis of some more, but they cannot get the money till 
later in the spring ; but I shall keep on trying and think I 
shall succeed. I find Liberal ideas are growing, and there 
is not so much fear of Mother Grundy as there was. Relig- 
ious revivals are scarce here, although they still iry to keep 
up the usual big meetings. There is no more “ getting stiff” 
or shouting and otherwise acting the fool or hypocrit to at- 
tract a crowd. The show has played out, and we hear no 
more of the old hell-fire. Even the church-members say 
they do not believe in fire, but only in remorse—and to 
judge by the actions of many of them there is very little of 
that. Hoping you will succeed in getting enough to keep 
up the pictures, and even add more of them, I am, 

Yours for the truth, M. S. HAYHURST. 


Erx Grove, March 6, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTon: After a ‘‘long pull and a strong pull,” W. 
R. Grimshaw and myself succeeded in sending eight sub. 
gcribers nearly two months ago. I hav been writing letters 
and anxiously waiting for answers, hoping to get a few 
more names. One mar tells me he likes the paper but dare 
not take it in the house. Hesays: ‘‘ If I did my wife would 
giv me hell. I tell you, she is a terror." Another man 
writes me: ** I think about as you do upon this subject, but 
* a house divided against itself cannot stand,’ and Mrs. —— 
threatens to burn the papers you sent me if I bring them into 
the house, and I guess I had better return them." The 
papers came back without being opened. Another man 
tells me: ‘‘ You know how I stand, and I hav been that way 
all my life, but my wife is a church-member and it wouldn't 
do." At the same time he gave his head a significant shake, 
and the woebegone grin that covered his face convinced me 
that he was telling the truth. The preachers and the women 

come very near running things here. J. H. Argins. 


Dzs Moixzs, Ia., Dec. 10, 1889. 

Mr. EprroR: Since the middle of August the Secular 
Union of this city has been favored with three noted speak- 
ers, viz., Remsburg, Jamieson, and Charles Watts. Mr. 
Remsburg was first of the trio, and led out with his famous 
lecture, ‘‘ False Claims,” which he presented in a pleasing 
manner. He speaks freely and easily. His language is 
stripped of all unnecessary verbiage and yet withal his work 
is thorough. The compilation of his lecture indicates close 
attention to detail, and a complete mastery of the same 
enables him to present it in a clear and concise manner and 
with good result. He certainly possesses a happy talent for 
collecting statistics and historical facts, and also for weaving 
them together in such manner as to make their presentation 
telling in effect, and the lecture, in its entirety, unanswer- 
able. Mr. Remsburg is admirably suited to the work he 
essays. 

W. F. Jamieson favored us with two lectures in October. 
Subjects: ''Liberalism—Its Strength and Weakness,” and 
“The Conflict between Science and Religion." The attend- 
ance upon both occasions was good and the audience for the 
most part were delighted. Mr. Jamieson is a good man for 
missionary work, or, in fact, for any kind of work in the line 
of Freethought. Heis a gentleman and far enough advanced 
to extend charity to those who are sincere in any belief what- 
ever. He is a free, easy, earnest, logical speaker, with some 
dramatic ability and with a style peculiar to himself, which 
withal is a pleasing one and consists in variety, both of atti- 
tude and expression. In a word, he is one of the few who 
occupy every second of time to such purpose that the audi- 
ence is not conscious of the fleeting moments. Every Lib- 
eral organization and Liberals in every town where there are 
no organizations should secure the services of this man for a 
course of lectures. 


Now comes the last—shall I say the best? What should I 


| say of Charles Watts? Well, really, his genius is the com- 
bined excellence—I was about to say—of all others; but 
Ingersoll's ghost arises here and we stick the peg in neat to 
the top hole, though as a logician he excels all whom it has 
been my good fortune to hear. Mr. Watts is an unmistak- 
able Englishman, with large, full eyes, a stout frame, and a 
florid complexion. He possesses a strong voice, also great 
dramatic ability, which enables him to use his voice in such 
manner as to produce the finest effects. His greatest power, 
however, does not lie in eloquence and dramatic display, but 
in convincing logic; which, fortunately, is not of that incom- 
prehensible type which characterizes very many profound 
thinkers; for he handles the most abstract problems in an 
easy, fluent manner, making his points with the fewest words 
possible, yet with so much clearness and force as to cause 
the audience to burst into laughter—not on account of an 
excitation of mirth, but by reason of the simplicity, clear- 
ness, and conclusivness of the argument. He is one of the 
most convincing speakers that I hav had the opportunity of 
hearing. Indeed, there is but little hope for the Christian 
who can listen to him through an entire course of lectures 
without having his faith shaken. Should you secure his 
services to lecture or debate, he will inspire you with the 
feeling that he is master of the situation. He is able, ear- 
nest, eloquent, pleasing, and impressiv. His every word 
possesses weight, and his arguments are fraught with con- 
vincing logic, which, in the end, must do good. The sub- 
jects of his lectures were: ‘‘ Christianity and Secularism— 
Which is Preferable?” ‘‘ Unbelief—What It Has Done for 
Mankind,” ‘‘ Christian Evidences Tested,” and ‘Is the 
Bible Divinely Inspired?” all of which were given before 
large audiences. N. Z&DIKER, 
President Des Moines Secular Union. 


Eav Crame, Wis , Feb. 25, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Mr. Edward L Starck thinks the term 
tt moral sense’’a pendant to the belief in the soul asseparable 
from the body. He admits, however, ‘‘it is true that the 
moral sense may be understood differently snd the unhappy 
term retained after it has been placed on a rational basis." 
In my opinion the American Secular Union hav done well to 
regard the moral sense as the basis of moral instruction. 
Without a musical sense musical rules would be very use- 
less, and mutatis mutandis—see it? Darwin, who was not 
generally supposed to be ecclesiastically inclined, expounds 
as follows the origin of the moral sense, or, as he calls it, 
conscience, in his ‘‘ Descent of Man.” The purely selfish 
emotions are, at the time of their greatest activity, more in- 
tense than sympathy. But they are less persistent. If, 
therefore, they are gratified at the expense of the higher 
feelings the result is remorse or regret. Hunger satiated, 
danger avoided, vengeance accomplished, is soon forgotten, 
but the memory of wrong done remains. It is because 
memory is so much more activ in man than in the other ani- 
mals that the moral sense appears peculiar to him. For ex- 
ample, says Darwin, birds of passage which hav hatched 
their eggs later than the others, sometimes get so impatient, 
as the season advances, that they fly away, abandoning their 
brood. If the mother bird's memory were as good as a 
woman's, what agony she would experience afterward at the 
thought of her young perishing from cold and hunger in the 
bleak north! In this way, he explains, men come to learn 
that they are often tempted to do what they will be sorry for 
if they do it, and hence arises the idea of sin aud of remorse. 
But according to the theory of evolution, experience be. 
comes organically registered and hereditary. Thus very 
young children exhibit the moral sense before they hav had 
any personal experience of the effects of doing wrong. He 
thinks, and so do I, that it is in this way, and not by obser- 
vation of external consequences, that the idea of duty, as 
distinct from that of expediency, is formed. C. L. Jamas. 


Partmyra, N. Y., March 5, 290. 

Mz. Eviror: Please find $3, for which send THe Trova 
SEEKER One year to a new subscriber. This is my vote on 
the picture business. I had toskirmish around considerably 
to get one. But the subscriber is a true Liberal, and I think 
will be a life passenger aboard your craft, as well as a warm 
neighbor to us when we get to that etern:] home where the 
thermometer never gets below zero. I sometimes wish I was 
already there, especially these cold mornings when the fire is 
out, or I meet some one I am in debt to, as well as the hus- 
band of my best girl. I should not dread any of those peo- 
ple if we all could hav the Religion of Humanity. Iam very 
poor, and it is on account of my religion, or perhaps the 
want of some. Being an outspoken Liberal, I am considered 
the wickedest man in town, consequently am patronized 
neither in business nor in given work, although they can 
find nothing against me only that I am an unbeliever. 

I think their God is much slighted, and does not get the 
credit due him f.r his services at the Johnstown flood. I 
had supposed that his time aud attention was all absorbed 
in saving the wooden image of his mother. But lately, in 
looking over the account of the flood, I find that the humane 
God interceded and saved the Indian sign that was in front 
of a cigar-store. it was bolt-upright and not damaged. It 
was near the railroad bridge. And a man was mysteriously 
preserved from flood and fire, then when landed safe and 
sound he fell down on the rocks and broke his neck. God 
must hav let go his hold on the manand grabbed the tobacco 
sign. What a divine manifestation of God's goodness in 
saving those pieces of wood that could not hav drowned if 
they wanted to. 

We vote for the pictures, and my szpeileñóe is they do 
more good in making Christians ashamed of their vulgar and 
bloodthirsty Bible than all truths in science do. As Robert 
Ingersoll says, Turn your gods and ghosts into clowns and 
the people are convulsed with merriment. 

~ Yours for the right, Carr. H. P. Margu, 
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Povona Springs, Cor., Feb., 1890. 


scriptural illustration has more force with most people than 


Mr. Epiro: In this isolated land of the West there isa) anyother. The Bible stands unrivaled to-day as an exponent 


strong inclination toward Christian Infidelity pervading the 
mountain forests of the Centennial state, but it is in a latent 
state. Secular organization, with some capital to induce 
public lecturers and more independent journals, is what is 
needed to enthuse and call out more public demonstration. 
A few sledge-hammer jolts are needed to break the crust of 
Superstition ; once get the animal exposed and his death 
would be speedy. . 
As to the positiv and constructiv side of Freethought. As 
a natural consequence, construction will follow when the 
positiv has been established. Notwithstanding, organiza- 
tions should be carried into every part of the land, in which 
some moral and useful entertainment should be given. We 
must supply the place with proper amusements and the at- 
tractiv influences which attend the church, and satisfy the 
people. A common expression is, What do you Infidels 
propose to giv us in its place when you take away our re- 
ligion? Very much such arguments might be heard if the 
man who has suffered for years with a cancer on his side, 
as the surgeon approaches with his instrument to dislodge 
the corroding and unnatural growth, cries, ‘‘ Stop! Before 
* you proceed further I want to know what you intend to put 
in its place?” The doctor replies, ** But don't you know 
this is not natural? It will poison your blood, and be the 
cause of a premature death.” ‘‘ Well," says the sick man, 
‘I know these are symptoms of wrong health, and often a 
source of great annoyance and pain, but my mother and my 
grandmother were both so affected, and they did nothing for 
themselvs in trying to remove afflictions which they believed 
were sent upon them in the wisdom and goodness of God to 
remind us of the great sufferings of our savior. I had rather 
die this way than take the risk of losing my chance for 
heaven. If I liv this way I am sure of the promis, and if I 
depart from the old path I may lose my soul.” 
H. Murray. 


ry! 
TEMPE, ARIZ., Feb. 28, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose you a cartoon, which I would be 
pleased if you could reproduce to show some of your over- 

‘fastidious subscribers what manner of illustrations are used 
in answers to Ingersoll. Far from hiding Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
from our boys, I am delighted to hav them look at and ask 
questions relating to the same. In fact, about all the knowl- 
edge they hav of the Bible has been gathered from the pict- 
ures and questions. Johnnie said to me the other day, 
'* Why, mamma, the Christian boys don’t know anything 
that is in the Bible, but when I tell them about the funny 
things, they aay they believe them if they are in the Bible.” 
So continue the cartoons and please all of this family, for 
even Topolobampo has not destroyed our enjoyment of the 
ludicrous. The cartoon representing Awakened Woman 
was worth & year’s subscription. 

I would giv ten years of my life if I could hav been in 
Washington at the inauguration of a new era of the move- 
ment for woman suffrage. A few of us, who attended the 
American Suffrage Society’s meetings in Minneapolis some 
years ago, were perfectly discouraged and disgusted at the 
toadying to the church, and could see plainly that Lucy 
Stone was working to capture the national society also. 
Through your paper, I should like to extend greetings and 
best wishes for success to the noble ladies who hav rebelled 
against being harnessed up to draw the churches along, after 
most of the men hav kicked out of the traces. I shall never 
forget the terrible emotion that was awakened in my mind 
by the reading of Matilda Jocelyn Gage’s ‘‘ Woman, Church, 
and State.” I wept over the terrible fate of my sisters in the 
cruel past, and as I washed my dishes the tears fell freely 
over the sad history, and I said, ** O religion, how many out- 
rages hav been committed in thy name!” Whilst thus en- 
gaged, I heard a rap, and upon going to the door, I found 
there a young man who wanted to sell mea Bible.. If ever 
8 young man was startled and overwhelmed by an outburst 
of genuin indignation, it was that one. I told him that I 
was but a weakly woman, but that I would dig the ground 
for & living, anything, rather than peddle that infamous vol- 
ume that had wrought such woe and misery to women in the 
past, and that if all the Bibles in the world were piled up, I 

. would gladly make a bonfire of them, and thus try, at least, 
to blot out the infamous teachings that had almost wrecked 
my own sex. After the young man had somewhat recovered 
from this furious assavlt, he acknowledged that he had often 
wondered at many of the stories contained in the book, and 
that he thought many passages were not fit to read. 

‘The slavery of women in all ages has dwarfed their 
nobler qualities of mind and heart,” else would all women 
resent ‘‘the inequality that has cursed the pages of civic 
codes and creeds.” 

A generous indignation would resent the treatment that 
has kept woman in an inferior place; that has debarred her 
from her proper place, and that has taken advantage of her 
in every way possible to rob and ruin her. The slave nature 
is yet strong in the majority of women, else would they with- 
draw from all churches and thus compel respect, by a just 
resentment for past and present bad treatment. 

Hoping that great success will crown this meeting of the 
brave, free women, I will close with a quotation from Her- 
bert Spencer, which I hope Mr. Parton may see: ‘‘ Ridicule 
has always been a revolutionary agent. That which is habit- 
ually assailed with sneers and sarcasms cannot long survive. 
Institutions that hav lost their roots in men’s respect and 
faith are doomed, and the day of their dissolution is not far 
off.” - Lizziz Preysz HAWKINS. 


~ 


Garena, Kan., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: Whether it is the result of early training or 
of prejudice I will leave for others to decide, but a good 


of the faults and follies of the human race. The sneer of our 
Christian friends about “the devil quoting scripture? need 
not debar us from its use. I would advocate its perusal 
rather for the many useful lessons than for discovery of its 
inconsistencies. The story of Naaman and his leprosy is 
familiar to almost all. So often preached about and read in 
Sunday-schools, one would think the subject would hav been 
worn threadbare. Yet, strange to say, the most useful lesson it 
teaches seems to hav been overlooked. Those who hav forgot- 
ten where the story is, turn to 2 Kings v. We hav heard 
about the little maid he took captiv out of Israel, also much 
of Elisha and Gehazi the servant of Elisha, but no one has 
noticed the character of Naaman himself. Where he says, 
“ In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my 
master. goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there and 
he leaneth on my arm and I bow myself in the house of Rim- 
mon, when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this thing,” these words throw 
a clear light on the man’s character. Mighty as he was in 
valor, he had not sufficient moral courage to stand firmly by 
his convictions. He feared if he did not conform outwardly 
to the idolatrous customs of his royal master his worldly 
position might be affected. He tried to compromise between 
what he knew was right and begged to be excused from prac- 
tices he knew were wrong. I am judging him simply by 
his own words. Naaman believed, as he says he did, that he 
owed his preservation from & loathsome disease and speedy 
death to direct divine interposition, but his first idea seems 
to hav been how to serve two masters, God and the king of 
Syria, to enjoy the benefits both could confer without offend- 
ing either. Would it not hav been better to giv up some- 
thing? It often takes great courage to do what is right, and 
self-sacrifice is the only true road to greatness. We hav 
many like Naaman in our midst to-day—those loud in their 
professions but whose actions belie their words. What are 
these people worth in our, or any other, cause? Nothing. 
They are worse than useless. The profession of an opinion 
alone is worthless. The most worthy object, depending 
upon the passiv support of such people, would fail. We 
Liberals must be reformers to be worthy of the name. To 
accomplish anything we must organize and work together. 
No reform was ever brought about without opposition. We 
must make sacrifices. And what sacrificesisa man required to 
make compared to those of our heroic forefathers who placed 
their lives and fortunes in jeopardy that we might be free? 
Are we worthy sons of such men if we hesitate for fear we 
may be a few dollars andcents poorer? I hav got to believe 
the profession of disbelief is made in many cases solely to 
avoid trouble. These people must know that we do not 
claim selfishness as an article of our creed, any more than 
the Christians do, and that unless a person will accept the 
responsibilities of Liberalism we do not want to hav him in 
our ranks. None are so poor but that they can do something 
for the cause if they only try. Many of our fellow-citizens 
are so apathetic that they are content to let things drift. 
Unfortunately, without the activ intervention of some 
reformer things always go in the wrong direction. Inter- 
ested persons will always work for their own advantage to 
the detriment of the others. At length, when abuses become 
unbearable, redress is eagerly sought. It is always the same. 
A little forethought would hav saved great loss and trouble. 
It isa hopeful sign that so many are earnestly laboring for 
the good of all. But the activ assistance of all is needed. If 
these few lines should awaken even a few to & sense of the 
duties they owe to the party they now only profess to belong 
to, they will not hav been written in vain. James FORGEY. 


Mazo Manie, Wis., Dec. 10, 289. 

Mr. Evrror: Amongst the numerous correapondents of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER there are some who are disposed to criti- 
cise the action of the late congress of the American Secular 
Union, especia!ly in regard to the slight changes made in the 
constitution. At first it struck me as a set-back from an ad- 
vanced position, but, on further consideration, I fully approve 
of President Westbrook’s plan of attack. In the first place 
it is quite apparent to every thinking person that a more per- 
fect union of our comparativly small forces is highly essen- 
tial in order to insure success in any kind of an attack that 
we might make on our enemies’ almost overwhelming forces. 
Now, in view of this important fact, what can be done to 
bring about this perfect union of the various shades of 
thought of the Freethought ranks? Again, it must be quite 
plain to all who are sufficiently interested that the only way 
to bring about such a union of forces is to hav it plainly and 
distinctly set forth in our constitution what that main attack 
is to be, and that it be on some of the enemies’ outlying works 
that all are equally interested in capturing, whether Agnos- 
tic, Materialist, Spiritualist, Liberal, Jew, or Liberal Chris- 
tian. 

Now, of the whole Nine Demands, I think that the equal 
taxation of all church property, and also prevention of 
change in our country’s Constitution, thereby recognizing 
any form of religion or any god of theology, these, with the 
prevention of the enactment of any Sunday laws and the 
repeal of all Sunday laws now in force, would form a com- 
bination of very important work which all that are worthy 
of the name of Liberals could heartily codperate in. 

I also noticed some rather harsh criticisms of another cor- 
respondent, John Peck, for his bravely unmasking the the- 
ology of the Bible. He claims that it repels orthodox Chris- 
tians from reading Liberal papers and magazines. But it 
makes little difference. Such Christians will not re:d, nor 
even listen to, anything that is not strictly orthodox. Not 
because their feelings are hurt, or their prejudices abruptly 
aroused, by seeing the Bible and church so completely un- 


masked, for, as a general thing, there are but & few intelli- ! 


gent Christians. Bot the intelligent mostly doubt. After 
an Infidel has gained their confidence they will freely admit 
that they are Infidel in this respect, and also many of the 
lower class of people, who are church-members, will admit 
the same thing. It is not because they believe in church 
doctrins that they continue to support the church and obey 
its injunctions, but it is simply a fear of evil consequences. 
In course of my investigations of this subject, I hav been 
told by many such persons, and even Catholics, that they 
think it much better to remain under the churches’ control 
than to hav to go to jail; that is, they consider that the 
church has acquired such a controling force over their minds 
that it could induce or force them to commit some overt act 
for which they would be arrested and thrown into jail. 
Hence such articles as Brother John Peck writes are calcu- 
Jated to do this class of people more good than anything 
milder or less courageous. They do them far more good than 
any number of mild, compromising lectures, for he con- 
vinces them beyond a doubt that there are men that can 
withstand the church’s cruel mental force or influence, and 
thrash out of them gods and devils combined. Hence the 
great necessity for lecturers, and true Liberals of all classes, 
to always show & bold front, and always be ready to fear- 
lessly take up any discussion on the side of Freethought on 
every favorable occasion. 

Though one may happen to be situated as I am myself, 
one amongst one thousand, he should take pains to let it be 
publicly known that he is an Infidel and Atheist. Heshould 
be careful not to countenance any kind of a religious per- 
formance, and especially should ignore the Christian rest- 
day. A person that has been raised by Christian parents, 
with all his relativs controled by the church, as mine are, 
will find it extremely difficult for some time to do this, But 
it is an excellent way to develop mental independence and 
individuality. Though my place here is situated on the 
crossing of two principal streets, one leading directly to the 
Catholic church situated in the adjoining block, the other 
street leading to the various Protestant churches, and though 
quite a number of church-goers pass by each Sunday, yet I 
am generally at work in full view every Sunday, and often 
close enough to the sidewalk to provoke discussion if any 
were disposed to question my right to work on any day I 
chose. And for some time at first there were some that 
would stop and make comments, but I was ready for them. 
As work is a healthy exercise, and a person needs as much 
exercise one day as another, I consider it unhygienic to stay 
idle a whole day at one time. When I came here to liv ten 
years ago, I was only an Infidel Deist. Then I commenced 
writing Liberal articles for our local paper. From that ina 
few years I grew to be a full-fledged scientific Agnostic, and 
continued to write articles against the persecuting churches, 
and fell to at a lengthy discussion on that and the scientific 
theory of evolution. After the first sky-pilot was completely 
defeated another took it up, and when he was knocked un- 
der a leading politician took up the cudgels, but after some 
time he also played out, having nothing to offer but personal 
abuse. For a time there was great enthusiasm aroused. 
The idea of one man making such a vigorous and fearless 
attack on such an orthodox city, or what is still worse, In- 
fidels completely enslaved by the church, inspired many 
with courage to fall into line. In the course of that discus- 
tion I went through the history of the Christian religion from 
its first inception under Moses up to the present time, show- 
ing that it was a cruel, persecuting force ever controling 
man against man’s best interests and happiness. Then I 
took up the Bible, and the leading characters of the Bible, 
such as Moses and David, two of the most infamous char- 
acters that we find recorded in history. Yet these two per- 
gons are extolled and held up to the view of Christians of 
the present day as two of tne holiest and best men that ever 
lived. Also I showed that the Bible fully sanctioned polyg- 
amy ; sanctioned human slavery of the most barbarous form ; 
sanctioned the use of intoxicating drink and even encouraged 
its use by precept and example, even using it in one of the 
most sacred sacraments, and finally I showed that it taught 
demonology. The other side continually kept throwing the 
horrors of the French Revolution into nearly all their re- 
plies. After carefully studying the history of the French 
Revolution by Thomas Carlyle, I was well prepared to giv 
them a clear understanding of that, it being one of the great. 
est events ever recorded in history. After I got through 
with it I came to the conclusion that the almost superhuman 
effort the French patriots made in throwing overboard the 
cruel, enslaving religion and the well-organized power of 
Rome, time after time hurling back the powers of Europe 
leagued against them, was the nearest approach to omnipo- 
tent power we find recorded in history. But their wily 
enemy at length partially succeeded against them by secret 
intrigue, by fomenting discord and jealousy, producing re- 
action, and the controling evil element of religion and church 
authority partially resumed its wonted action—which it had 
exercised in the preceding centuries sufficiently to set the 
French at work to exterminate themselvs. For the time be- 
ing they were by this rendered at least partially insane; this 
was the real cause of so much useless killing of one faction 
by another faction. I then finished up the discussion by 
some articles entitled, ‘‘ The Scientific Agnostic es, the Chris- 
tian.” I shall always think of it as one of the miracles of 
Freethought that the editor of our local newspaper published 
such a lengthy discussion—an article each week for about 
six montbs—for he is far from being an outspoken Free- 
thinker. 

I think that Taz TRUTH SEzKEE'S pictures are a very effec- 
tiv weapon in cutting down the old superstition. They were 
the greatest inducement to me in subscribing for Tex TRUTA 
SEEKER. 

I inclose $2.10. The $2 is intended for the American 
Secular Union, and please send me Truth Seeker Tract No. 
82 for the ten cents. Joun LziTOH. 
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Children's Garner. 


Edited by Muss Susan H. Woon, Fail 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications for. 


this Corner should be sent, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Domes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


'To Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. 


Luna, with eyes of heaven's deep blue, 

Bo benevolent; just, and true, 
Humanity's helper and friend. 

Words of mine can never express 

Half thy goodness or loveliness, 
However many I append. 

Great, grand, noble, too good for earth 

With its greed, strife, sorrow, and dearth, 
Friend of the rich, friend of the poor, 

Oh, how could a soul malign thee, 

Or to aught but bliss consign thes, 
Or ever against thee close a door? 


Uplifter of souls from despair; 
A mind broad and free as the air; 
Humble, snd yet too proud to bend 
A knee to any church or creed, 
Knowing thou hast no need 
Upon ita savior to depend, 


Or wash thes in his awful gore 

To eloanse thee for the other shore ; 
For dost thou not the hungry feed, 

Whsther of the body or mind, 

Aud cause tham to feel resizned, 
Bacauso relieved from pressing need ? 


What better can ever be said, 
Whats batter can be heard or read, 
Than, Taou act humanity’s friend, 
Wnuat, or whoever, they may be, 
Both good, evil, enslaved, and free, 
Unchanging ever without end? 
Los Angeles, Cat. SADIE ATHENA MaAGOOK. 


OHO ——————— 
Night on the Battle field. 


Far down behind the western hills 
The sun sinks out of sight, 

And leaves a bloody battle-field 
Wrapped in tha shades of night. 

Above the eastern vineclad slope 
Tho fall moon slowly creeps, 

And casts its rays upon the ground 
Where many a hero sleeps. 


Unconscious of th’ embittered past, 
Forgetting how they died— 

Their warfare o'er, the blue ani gray 
Now slumber side by side. 

No more the shrill notes of the fife— 
The bugle or the drum, 

Will call them to the fray again— 
Discharge for all has come. 


And all night long in that red vale, 
The bright stars overhead, 

Bad whippoorwill and nightingale 
Sing requiems to the dead ; 

Tho murm'ring brook and sighing breeza, 
Too, mingle in the song, 

And there, untoushed by loved ones’ tears, 
Sleep the heroic throng. 

Jan, 3, 1890, Georcs J. REMSBURG. 
————— —99—99—— — — —— 
Tommy Bones. 


One morning, when it was hardly daylight, 
Tommy asked for a story. “What about?” 
said his sleepy mamma. ‘Tell me about 
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden.” 
** Well,” said his mamma, with a sigh, ‘‘ after 
the Lord had created Adam from the dust of 
the ground he was lonely, and he put him in 
& deep sleep; then he took a rib from his 
side, and, the story says, made it into a 
woman.” 

“Did God cut Adam to get out the rib?” 
asked Tommy. l 

* He may hav given him chloroform first,” 
replied Mamma Bones. 

tt Qo on,” whispered Tommy. 

. When Adam got his eyes open and saw a 
. beautiful wife beside him——” 

Tommy, interrupting: ‘“‘ I should thought 
he would hav stirred up a little more dirt and 
made her, instead of cutting into Adam like 

. that.” . 

Tommy livs away off in Dakota. He is 
healthy and happy, and was never made to 
cry, never was spanked, and never was sick. 
But once, when he was naughty, his mamma 
justcuffed him a little. He instantly cuffed 
back. “O Tommy!” said his mamma, 
“why did you do that ?” 

'" Didn't you strike me? Why did you 

, strike me ?” 

` Observing his mamma in tears one day 
-when he was but three years old, the affec- 
tionate little fellow ran to her and said sooth- 
ingly, ‘‘Let me take you in my arms. What 
has hurt you? Let me get an egg in your 
hand. Let me kiss you." 

Susan H. Wixok. 


The American Boy. 

J. T. Trowbridge, in an article in the 
North American Review, both criticises and 
praises the American boy—criticises his irrev- 
erence and disobedience, praises his con- 


l THK tROTH sekian, MARCH 22, ievO. 
M E E — H——————m 


qualities are appealed to in a way to bring 
them out. To illustrate he tells two clever 
stories which he says are true. The first 
illustrates disobedience and disrespect, and 
shows how American parents are apt to en- 
courage them. ‘It is Sunday evening,” and 
a Western farmer **is smoking his pipe on 
the back porch, while young Josh, his name- 
sake and heir, is playing with the dog in the 
yard. Old Josh takes his pipe out of his 
mouth and remarks that it is time for young 
Josh to go for the cows. The junior makes 
no reply, but keeps on teaching Congo to giv 
his paw. Then the senior repeats kis obser- 
vation, to which he manages to giv a little 
more of the tone of & command. 

** * T tell ye, Josh, ye must go for the cows.’ 

** tT do! wanter, grumbles young Josh. 

tı Quit yer foolin’ an’ go along!’ says old 
Josh. 

** T shan't, snarls back the junior. 
. ** * [tell you to go,’ exclaims the elder. 

“tI tell you I won’t,’ mutters the boy. 

t: Wal, never mind, says the father; 
t mebby they'll come home.’” i 

The other story givs a more agreeable pict- 
ure. It must be said, however, that this boy 
was only six years old. What he would de- 
velop into can only be surmised. ''He had 
a cake," says Mr. Trowbridge, ‘‘a portion of 
which his cousin Minnie coveted. She ac- 
cordingly reminded him, as she was fond of 
doing when she had a point to gain, of what 
‘the Bible says’ about doing to others as we 
would be done by. ‘Now you know, Willie, 
if I had the cake you would want half of it.’ 
Willie hesitated a moment between inclina. 
tion and a conviction of duty, and then said 
honestly, ‘I should want all of it? With 
tears in his eyes, but resolutely choking down 
his grief, he handed over to her the entire 
cake, which she walked off complacently 


nibbling.” 
te — —— — 


Correspondenee. 


Bzrorr, O., Feb. 28, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I am nine years old. 
My papa takes Taz TRUTA SzzxzrR. I like 
to read the Children's Corner, and I thought 
I would write a letter for the Corner. I do 
not go to school this winter. I hav a mile 
and a half to go,and that is too far in the 
winter to walk. I hav two pretty kittens. 
I named one Tony and the other Daisy. I 
must close for this time. for this is my first 
letter, so good-bye. MzrriE E. MENSON. 


Moun, Nxs., Feb. 27, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wrixon: I thought that I would 
write a few lines to the Children’s Corner, in 
order that its readers may know that there is 
another Freethinker growing up free from 
Christian ghost stories. Some of the Chris- 
tians tell my pa that he will ruin his children 
by teaching them Freethought doctrin. but 
I am quite sure that it is better to be a Free- 
thinker than to hav my mind tied to any sup- 
posed inspired creed, where I dare not even 
think that anything else ie true but that con- 
tained in it. Excuse mistakes, for this is my 
first letter. 
Dzrinau Reen (twelve years of age). 


Liperty Grove, Feb. 28, 1890. 
Deag Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Children’s Corner. 
This is the first time I hav ever written a let- 
ter. I wil be ten years old in June. My 
father takes Tak TRUTH SEEKER and I like 
to read the letters the girls and boys write. 
Our school was out the last of January, and 
when I went to school I was studying history, 
grammar, reading, spelling, geography, arith- 
metic, and writing. We had a very good 
teacher; her name is Miss Emma Tyler. 
The teacher had an entertainment the last 
day and I had three dialogs, and there were 
lots of people present. Well, as thia is taking 
too much room, I will close. 
Yours truly, Gzonaz Lorgon. 
ALEXANDRIA, Minn., Feb. 16, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I read your book, “ All 
in a Lifetime,” some time ago and think it is 
splendid. My father has taken TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER as long as I can remember. I read 
the Children’s Corner every week. I am 
fifteen years old and go in the seventh grade 
at school. We hav a fine school-house here, 
costing more than all the ten churches of this 
place put together. I hav two brothers and 
a sister. I study shorthand with one of my 
brothers, and if there are any of the young 
Liberals of the Corner studying Pitman’s 
Shorthand, I would like to correspond with 
them. I will now close my first letter to the 
Corner. 
Wishing you great success in your noble 
work, Iam, Your Liberal friend, 
Mitton '"lagzNHAM. 
Temper, ARIZ., Feb. 25, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: We hav a cat and a 
dog, and three puppies three days old. It 
snowed here the other day, which is unusual 
for this country. Mammais reading from the 
ANNUAL while I write. Keep the pictures. 
A few days ago a Christian boy came in the 


house and he happened to see Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER hanging on the door. I showed him 


. scientiousness and generosity when these] the picture of Samson killing the lion. He 


looked at them for half an hour. I am ten 
years old. I goto school. We hav the best 
teacher in the territory; her name is Mrs. C. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 


E. Rembert. I am in the Second Reader. | J, Æ. Clark, Los Angeles. 


My brother is in the Third Reader. I hav 
been in Minnesota, Mexico, California, and 
Arizona. My father has been taking THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for ten years. I hav never 
been baptized in my life and never intend to 
be. They cannot stuff any nonsense down 
me. Your dear friend, Joan HAWKINS. 
Custer City, Pa., St. Valentine's Day. 

Dzar Miss WixoN: I hav read and been 
interested in the Children’s Corner a long 
time, and now will write my first letter for it, 
and say, among other things, that I am the 
only Liberal girl in this community. 

I do not go to church, never did like to, 
nor do I say prayers, as I used to do, like 
most ** good children.” 

I attended my first masquerade ball last 
week. Iam fond of music and dancing and 
had a nice time. 

I will be fifteen years old next month, and 
as there are only two or three other Free- 
thinkers right around here besides us, I would 
be pleased to correspond with some of the 
Corner's Liberal friends. 

I would like very much to hav Miss Wix- 
on's photograph, as I am sure all of her con- 
tributors would. 

Bona post meridiamus. 

M. Rose Foster. 


New Winpsos, ILL., Feb. 26, 1890. 

Miss 8. H. Wixon, Dear Madam: Excuse 
me for taking the liberty to thus address you, 
as I hav no acquaintance with you only in 
reading your articles in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and Investigator. My hearing is failing me. 
80 that it is with difficulty that can carry on 
conversation in my family, and it is hard 
for a Liberal to be deprived of the privilege 
of talking with his Christian friends. Now, 
I wish to ask you if you can giv me any 
information in regard to the sound-discs of 
H. A. Wales, Bridgeport, Conn. Hav you 
seen or heard anything about them? I think 
that if they are half as good as recommended 
they would be in usein your city. I would 
say that if you cannot say anything about 
them yourself, can you giv me the address of 
some good Liberal ín Bridgeport, Conn., that 
can giv me some information about them? 
By doing so you will confer a great favor on 
me. [send youa leaf cut from the pamphlet 
that he sent me. Yours truly, i 

W. S. FLAHERTY. 


[Anyone knowing about the sound-discs 
will oblige the above-named by communicat- 
ing with him direct. —En. C. C.] 


Miss Wixon's Works. 
Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 800pp.; $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 883pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address ThE TRUTH SKEKER. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 
History, Religion, Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page, 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


. Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, eeeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Amert- 
can Bookseller, 

One of the most valuable helps for thoss who 
would understand the character of buman prog- 
regs in all ages.—National rterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monn- 
ments of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

Beading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnatt Commercial. 

Lecky says of Marous Aurelius: * The purest 
and gentlest quu of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale saya: "Of all the line the noblest and dear- 
eat.” Taine says: ‘The noblest goul that ever 
lived” John Puare un saysi “He preserved 

hrough life not only the most unblemishe - 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” Pete 


Extra Cloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Plana, Now York 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 


Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, . . 


$1.00, 


J. C. Scott, 23 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 603 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. 
Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran- 
cisco. 
OANADA. 
T. C. Allen & Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, 


N. 8. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
Knowles, Cor. George and Granville st., Hal- 
ifax, N. 8 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chics gd: 
E. A. Stevens, 558 West Madison st., Room 1, 


Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 

J. W. Howe, 56 S. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 

J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 

T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
LOUISIANA. 

Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 

MASSACHUSETTSA, 

Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
MICHIGAN. 

A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 

3. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 

Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division 8t., Grand Rapids. 

Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 

Hermau Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 

Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MIBBOUBI. 

Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 

&. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

Eaton & Smith, 1234 O st., Lincoln. 


NEW YOBK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ask, 120 Broadway, New York. 
M. B. Edinger, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, cor. Fulton and Nassau. st, 

New York. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., New 


York. 
8. J. King, 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sydney. 

OREGON, 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA, 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
george Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade. 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 331 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 

TEXAS, 
L. Andruss, Denigon. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
H. 8. Kratz, 806 Houston st., Fort Worth. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake Oity. 
Iohn A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 

WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
W. Wedeken, Montesano. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Oourt, Fleet street, 
London. 

Progressiv Pub. Co., 28 Stonecutter st., Lon- 


don, E. C. 
C. Btocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 

Mrs. J. Hadfield, Park st., Sydney, N.S.W. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 

A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
Sal history is “boiled down" with surprising 
akill.—(Literary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
by — Inter Ooan.. " " 

is history has a continuity, a rash, a carryin 
power, which reminds ug strikingly of aipg 
[New Haven Palladium, 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing, He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—{Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 548pp., $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE | 
‘New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 


PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
TAE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fct a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ROMANISM, 


BANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


xow READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN, 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
oream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
& fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home.. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. $ 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Xs Et? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. . 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall? Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
nt itis not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained, This work 
goes not Bo far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Ooth, 12m0, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QOO. 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS It 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


R. B. WESTBROOK, 
BALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K.. WASHBURN, 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
SAMUEL P. PULNAM, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, 
CHARLES WATIS, 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jr., 
H. O. PENTECOST, 
E. C. WALKER, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, 
W. F. JAMIESON, 


Jf not, the reason why? 


Address 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to founda 
shuroh withont superstition, and its success, 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religions, political, and other. 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to hís mind. 


For sale st this office. Price, $1.00. 


ROME 8 REASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantisn 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-groand of ar 
intimate personal experience with the two 878- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 

ure logic is capable of infiicting.—[Oritica} Re. 


p 
view. 
Oloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OB) 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 


Containing 148 Propositions oe 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it ir 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price only 25 cents. 


. THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $$; morocco: 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Address 


E. WMlIRUTH SEEKER printed, in 
t - oid letters on the outside. 
o a man - Thig binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It alsoallows the 

ing out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 


other parts. | 
Ee Saat en 
B. 
oo 38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


POINTERS: 


A POCKET CYCLOPEDIA, 


GONTAINING 


Tables, Rules, Practical Hints, and Historical 
Sketches, for Farmers, Mechanics, Machinists, 
Merchants, Housekeepers and the Public Gener- 
ally, with 
Numerous Maps, Illustrations, and Diagrams 
Illustrating some of the more Important Compar- 
ativ Statistics of the World. 

More Information for Less Money than has 
ever been offered. 

ONLY TWENTY-FIVE OENTS 


0 th of * Cold Facts” boiled down in a 
Koide Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ** Hebrew 
Br Mythology,” “The Garoor of Jesus Ohrist." 
The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps. xiv. l- 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Church of Practical Religion.| 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


“BUSAN H. WiXON, 
F. M. HOLLAND, 


J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


Supsxors or PAPERS: 
Is there an A firm tive, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Af there be, tn what, in your opinion, does tt consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


THRE TUEN SEEKER CO. 


aF r| byan oid reHable firm ; large profits, 
YRY-SQUARE.| Merungut 
OR 


DR. TAPT’S ASTHMALENE 
ASTHMA DURED e idera 
DR. TAFT BROS.. ROCHESTER. N.Y. R E E 


HOW TO 
Strengthen the Memory 


NATUBAL AND SCIENTIFIO METHODS OF 
NEVER FORGETTING. 


The Boston Post saya : “This book actually 
shows Us now to keep our memories in govo wort- 
ing condificn and repair them when out of order.’ 

Price by mail $1. 


* " ide PE! 
Farvurition Without Pain. 
By M. L. Horszoox, M.D. 

Godey's Lady's Book says: “ We giv our cordial 
spPropation to this work. Thè information it 


contains is most important, and, we are fulty con 
vinced, reliable.” Price by mail, $1. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY 


AND HYGIENE, or, THE MYSTERIES OF MAN. 
Oaretuily revised edition, with 111 illustrations. 
The most perfect book for men and women eve} 
published. 50,000 sold. Price $2, by maii. Illus 
trated catalog free. 


Marriage and Parentage. 


In Their Sanitary and Physiological Relations 
and in Their Bearing on the Producing 
of Children of Finer Health and 


Greater Ability. 
By M. L. Horsaoor, M.D. 


The Sctentio American saya: “This work is 
scientific, sober, clean; and worthy of conscien- 
tious consideration by every possible parent, and 
particularly by the young.” $1. 


EATING FOR STRENGTE; 


OR; 
Food AND DIET IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND WORK. 


The New York Herald says: “Dr, Holbrook'e 
book is among the very best of its kind.” 

Tre Home and Garden says: "A study of thie 
book will enable any intelligent reader to make a 
choice of food which may save the costof the book 
every day in previding for a family, besides in. 
creasing health, strength, and longevity." $1. 


Address THE TRUTH Sxxxxrr OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduot on the Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine Door, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of & minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying.to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Oolor&do 
beetio!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritnalism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 


Religious Problems, Price, 10 cente 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 


A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work,—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
Schools in Ceylon. The “Banner of Light," 
“ Beligio-Philosophieal Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and leoturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MRS. MA T TIE P. KREKEL, |: 


1890 


OUR NEW 1890 FLOWER SEED OFFER, 


A Magnificent FLOWER SEEDS 


Collection of eL 
BLIGE Varieties, f REE! 
Ll 


cet An Unparalleled Offer by 

Ejnn Old.Established and 
= ble Publishing 
House! Tux Lapixs' WORLD 
j is a mammoth 16-page, 64-col- 
nmn [)lustrated paper for ladies 
and the family circle, It ia de- 
voted to stories, poems, ladies’ 
fancy work, artistic needlework, 

3 home decoration, housekeeping, 

fashions, hygiene, juvenilerend- 

\ ing, etiquette, etc. To intro- 

'$ duce this charming ladies’ paper 
into 100.000 homes where it ia not 

YW already taken, we now make thefol- 

L4 © lowing colossal offer: Upon receipt 
of only 12 Cents in silver or stamps, we till send | 
The Ladies’ World for Three Months, and to 
* each subscriber we will also send Free and post puid, a large 

and magnificent Oolleetion of Choice Flower Seeds, two 

hundred varieties, iuciuding Pansies, Verbenns, Chrysanthe- 

' mnius, Asters, Phlox  Drummondii, Balsam, Cypress Vine, 
Digitalis, Donble Ziunia, Pinks, etc., etc. Remember, twelve 
cents paya for the paper three months nud this entire magulfi- 
cent collection of Choice Flower Seeds, put up by a first-class 
Seed House and warranted fresh and reliable. No lady can 
afford to miss this wonderfn) opportunity. We guarantee every 
subscriber many times the value of money sent, and will refund 

our money and make youn present of both seeds and paper 

f you sre uot entirely satisfied, Ours Ia an old-establiahed and 

Tellable publishing honse, endorsed by all Jeading pewspapera, 

Do not confound thia offer with the catchpenny schemes of un- 

scrupulous persons. Write to-day--don't put it off! Six aub- 

scriptiong aid six Seed Collections sent for 60 cents, 

SPEC AL OFFER! To any lady answering this adver- 

t tlaement and naming the paper in 
which she saw it, we wili send free, in addition to all the above, 
one package of the celebrated Ornamental Chiltan Foliage 

Beet Seeds, one of the mont beautiful foliage plauts known, 

the leaves sometimes growing 3 feet Jong by 1 foot wide, jn varje- 

gated colors. It is perfectly hardy.continuing an object of beauty 
long after Coleus and Canna lave succumbed to frost. Address: 

8. HM. MOORE & O0., 27 Park Place, New York. 


[RON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
^ — fRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh..........,. B 
2 Secular Responsibility. G- J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ........ 25 
T Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 


13 Essay on Miracles. ; 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh...... Suseseds — 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 16 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. O. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts...., 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Waits. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts............ 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake........- el 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh. 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 


9 


aman ci ex e 


an 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
0 
5 
5 


5 200 Questions Without Answers............ » 5 

. 6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. .......... apesuaes 10 

T Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Ohristian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
OAKE. 2.2000 carecee eara esa sea sas eds m—— » 5 
9 New Life of Tonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil... B 
11 New Life of JaCOb...ssasseesoseserosreesaresoses D 


12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H... 10 
15 Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? OC. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? O. Bradlaugh... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradiaugh... 6 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


The Agnostio Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WATTS, 


CONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality...... Samuel Laing 
A Bonnet. ..e...s..sreopesseereeesaeee  JORODh Ellis 
Who Was Moses?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.O.8. 
The Comfort of Agnosticism.....E. Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Oredibie 1... Constance O. W. Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and Theology, 


AP E ihon. i A. 
Above: OOm... eese We SLOWArt Ross. 
The Evolution of the Agnostic Idea, 


R. Bithell, B 8c.. Ph. D. 


Fatalism............. seco osscs D. Russell. 
Teese Proof of the Existence of a Grid. x 
, 9. GENIA. 

—— À ecteccsaressess W.B. MoTaggart. 

dne Pros Expression of Opinions..G. F. Underhill. 
Fragmonts......ssccseresves s.s... William Maocoall 


Price, 2 cents. For gale at this office 


"1vO 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 22, 18590. 


Poetry. 


When Womanhood Awakes. 


[An original poem, read at the convention of 
the National Woman'a Libera! Union, in Washing- 
ton, D. O., Feb. 24, 1890.) 

No more shall error round her play 

In fitful moods and clouds of gray: 

Or oruel fancies crush her down 

Where demons wait and furies frown, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


: No more shall bigot turn and rave, 
A ranting yet a cringing slave, 
* At Truth, who, in her garments white, 
Stands facing ever to the right, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


No more shall sisters turn aside, 

With haughty tread and sullen pride, 

From those who walk in clearer light, 

Whose keener vision sees the right, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


No more in abject fear she'll cower 
Before a mitsred, tyrant power; 
Nor grope in darkness, pain, and shame— 
A hopeless wretch without a Dame, 

When Womanhood awakes. 


No more she'll idly dream away 
Life's splendid hours in trifling play, 
Nor think the whole of life to be 
To lose her own identity, 

When Womanhood awakes. 


No more the story will be told 

By writers young and writers old, 

That man but toils till set of sun, 

While woman’s work is never done, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


The chains that bind her foot and hand— 
That hold her close in every land— 
Will drop and crumbie in the dust, 
By force of their own ancient rust, 
When Womanhood awakes, 


Her eyes are closed in slumber now; 

The poppy: wreath is on her brow ; 

But soon her night shali change to day 

And mid the tombs no more she'll stray, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


In horror will she view the past, 

That, vice-like, held her hard and fast. 

The coming time her mind shall dower 

With vigorous strength and helpful power, 
When Womanhood awakes, 


The fature day shall see her then 

Olothed rightly as a citizen, 

And she'll behold with judgment clear 

The sovereign rights that wait her here, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


And man shall stand on grander hight; 

Shall see the truth in larger light ; 

Shall rise from groveling in the dust, 

To realms where dwell the true and just, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


And all these things shall surely be, 

When justice reigns from sea to sea; 

Pair freedom, then, in fullest measure, 

Shall giv to each her equal treasure, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


How gloomy all the paat will seem ! 

A misty way, a dreadful dream ! 

With superstition’s slimy trail 

O’er mossy bank and flowery dale, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


O rosy dawn in eastern skies ! 

Thy morning light the world supplies! 

Joy-bellg shall ring from shore to shore, 

Anthems shall swell forevermore, 
When Womanhood awakes. 


Fall River, Mass. Susan H. Wrxon. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H- CARDEHER, 
Introducti: n by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for gale 
at this office. Price, 400.5; with autograph, 80 E 


The Candle from Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 

l (Words and Music) 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prior, $ ; . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 


Cheap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 


rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
WARRANTED 4S REPRESENTED. Address 
National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P. 0. box 5159. 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 


ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING conclusivly that there was no Ohrist 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Josep 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.C. Oloíh, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Lines $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 

Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnifioent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 

churches and Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Bion. B. WEstBRoox, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of ‘Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible. Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” *' Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., ete. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv o£ 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
wil hay the immense distribution it go richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. f 


Cloth, 12mo; $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ible of Nature 


OB, 


THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of * The Secret of the East, or tne Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Bignificance 
of its Rise and Decline,” * Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat. 
ure," “Household Remedies,” “The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” ObC. etc. 


Felix L. Oswald ia a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Oin. 
Com. Gazette, 


Oloth, 12mo, 240pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


PAINE’S WORKS. 
Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 


ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Lian. 
daft, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca. 
mille Jordan, etc., ete., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 

In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s’ Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. 

Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 


Wivhout a peerin the world. Papcr, 2% 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 


ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. 
15 cents. 


The Crisis. Containing numbers from 


I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Rights of Man. For the op- 
pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents. 


12mo 


Paine’s first work. 


D. M. BENNETT’S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 


Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. L075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
Hd leather, $4.00; morocoo, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; ip 
cn $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 


From Behind the Bars. 


letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth tho price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Diseussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Intidelity, 
between D. M. Bennetr and Rev. G. H. 
Humpurey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. BrwxETT and Cyrus Romonvus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
À discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mar, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new not 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

. 9. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world 1s unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; Mam denies. This ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents, 


l:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Zrr*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 
Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
sonu, 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 
Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp.,  - - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Barth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHIOS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By GIACOMO BARAZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Licco Danto, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Price, $2. 


$15. 


A19pp., $1.50. 


Authorized trauslation from sixth Germau edition 


by Mathilde Blind. 


Prico, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Informatiou for All, and ** Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. Souort. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 


Prophets. 


By S. Baring GOULD. 


Will be scized with avidity by all students of the 


Bible. — [Cougregationalist. 
Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


SIXTEEN SAYVIORS 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 


446pp. - - : - Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HuLL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 


Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 


Price, 75 cents. 


OR NONE, 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymnus, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funer- 
als, Naming of Infantes, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphe, eto. Also 595 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistic Hymns 

Hocial and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


for 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


aeaa ME 
Lithograph of Bennett Monumant, 
In 4 colors, 22x98. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - - 40 cenis. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PECK. 
Priee, - - 


25 cents. 


For all of the above bookg addresg 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Notz.—Thege tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
etc, Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 


On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two |’ 


dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


92 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett. 10 
23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood....... 
31 God and God-Houses. ............... 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ............ eere 
3" Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............ P 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
4T Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers....... mn 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies, — Ünderwood.............. eee 
62 Tho Jows and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers... . 
64 Illa wo Endure—Cansc and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Pheologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets, No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
41 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman 
13 Foundations. John Syphers....... 
4 Danielin the Lion’s Den. Bennett......... 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
46 Reply to B. F. Brown.  Bennett............ 
717 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
81 Hereafter, or the Half-way House. Sypher. 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett.......0. 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell, Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson. ....... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. .............-- 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F. Underwood... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper......... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............. ees 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker............. e. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell... 1 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson.. 
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105 Decadence of Christiam'ty. Capphro..... 
107 Ihe Salo Side. H. B. Brown....... S 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 
112 BensibleSermon, Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett............... 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. H. Preston. 1 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 2 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. "E 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard....... 4. 8 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell.......... .. 10 
121 Ingersoll’s Review of his Reviewers......... 3 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and “ Ob- 
Server? . ccceassesccscesseressseanecestenceens 10 


524 Sinful Saints. Bennett, .............-. sese 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann......... 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

derwood...... m mom ennt woe 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
187 Christian Love, ©. L. James....... 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology 
241 Intidelity. H. W. Beecher.......... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus... 
149 Ago of Shams...... eese EREET à 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 

Will You Give Mo Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman.......... ee. TTA 
151 What isthe Bible? M. W. H.. 
i52 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
255 Co-operation Society's Redoomer.... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.. 
258 The Fool’s Creed.e.sicccsecsesseeeseeees 
259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting 
.60 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. 
161 Protestant Persecutions....... ( 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jai. Bennettreccssccoccesssseceteseees sees 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman............... 2 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els. 
burg, M.D...ccccccccssotccescsesseseeensceeees 
2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood................. e... 8 
4 Literature of the Insane  Marvin.......... 5 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.... 8 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate......... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske...... ^s. 10 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures. . ....Luuee e eee eee tene eene eee, 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
22 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
oo RS. Brigham, M.D... ccscceseccccceeeenes 
i8 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium...... "—— MOS S 10 


4 See note at head of column. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
P rice, 25 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $8 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. : B 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

‘THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKERS ‘Children’s Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 


0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS. MANAGER, 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L.K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People's Liberties, 
Ifyou have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 


SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


publishes each week moro letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all.laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


> Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, er $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. The Modern 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRIOE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Han.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphiet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
res paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the Pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itako great pleasure in recommending ** Anti- 
Prohibition ^to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
anoe, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. 3. MoOabe. 

SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 

Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 

Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - "b Cents. 
KET This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gu i 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
geing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Scoretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SrzEKER COMPANY. 


THE SAFEST GREED, 


AND 

TWELVE OTHER Discourses OF REASON. 
" BYO. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Science Essayist, 


Ten Cents Each. 


L HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
THOMPSON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and infiuence. By Rev. Jonn W. CHADWIOK. 

8. BOLAB AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

- Sow sunsand worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins, By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. Rossiter 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 

^ nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oorz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment, By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. BEIL- 
TON. 


10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. 
11, EYOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWIS 
. JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NeExson OC. 
PARSHALL. 
18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
HOUGHT. By JogN W. OSADWIOK. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Horr NICHOLS. 
15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
gOMING OIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char: 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents, 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS, 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 Jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. Best open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3’stone, Skt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; & magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination; rosette, 29 
brillian ts, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Iti, 


| Riberal | Jilectings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are-located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


Whe Manhatten Libera! Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa: 
- tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 
Bunday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures.” 


_Whe Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey at... cor. Market 
Bi, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrias] Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 E 45 PM., at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicage Secular Union 


Meets every Buuday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 3 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
?.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTOX, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MaAcowBER,Pres.: LEROY BERBIER, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free diecussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Smrre, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walle Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 


friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Prea.; A.W. CALDER; See. 


Milwaukee, Wis, Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 36 cenis. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 
By L. FEUERBACH. 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral, —Extract, 


Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Oo, 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 cents Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. . 


LOWS 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts, for his “Prie 
vate Counselor." n book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Wenkness 
as the result of youthful 
P follies, indescretious and 
excesses. 1t sets forth an 


External Application.—aA 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those afict- 
ed. 


x AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
i ly assailed and esposa DY 
the press, but Dr, FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 

clone and it is safe to trust him.” — The National View. 


Aade er. R. P. FELLOWS, 


INELAND ,.N.J. 
And say whero you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and a 
very successiul physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiy patronage.—Tne Liberal. 


iesus of the Week. 


Tus pope announces the formation of a 
hierarchy in Japan, with sees at Tokio, Kioto, 


Nagasaki, and Sinday. 


Tne president has warned boomers to leave 
the Cherokee strip, as the bill opening it to | 
seitlement has as yet obtained neither passage 


by Congress nor presidential approval. 


Is England 100,000 
coal-miners are on strike. 


vi 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the 


GODS AND RELIGIONS | WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Biographies of 300 of tho Leading Philosophers 
ol. I. Givs a Full Account of an fhe Goda. iii- Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of" 


AND REFORMERS. 


- . t o , 5 i lm 
DECR NG AONO dl eo Eminent Bolon 
8v0, 835pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully all from the time of Menu to the pres- 
the Religious ur stemsof the World: ent. Svo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
0, . Clo 2 : . 
3 vols. $5; leather, $7; mo- leather, $4; MOr., g. 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


EpucATION in a broad sense is of recent 
birth, and is yet in its infancy; yét its fruits , 
are undeniably good. Instruction has been 
limited to the acquisition of ancient ideas; 
but, since three hundred years past, it has 
been gradually expanding to embrace what 
the Germans call ‘‘ earth knowledge," which 
is gained by direct study of nature’s opera- 
tions and conditions. 
Social progress is co- 
incident with this ad. 


Gotp has been discov- 


ered near Siqux Falls, S. 


vance.—R. C. Adams. 


Dak. 


EARTEQUAKES hav de- 
stroyed three villages in 
Asiatic Russia. 


Rev. R. B. MANSELL is 
in trouble at McKees- 
port, Pa., for lying de- 
famatory utterances. 


Iu Wisconsin Catholics 
and anti-Catholics are = 
waging a violent conflict 
over & new school law. = 


In the government Z 
workshops of Portugal E E 
eight hours is asked in 
place of the present nine. 


A  BzgookELXN faith 
curer has been held by = 
the coroner for criminal = 
negligence in the care of 
sick children. 


AT Troy, N. Y., on the 

15th, a Iand-slide from 4 

hill npon several houses 

killed three persons and 2 

injured others. ECL 
Tue waters at the junc- 

tion of the Ohio and the 

Mississippi hav over. 

flowed to a width of one 


hundred miles. = 


Tax Ohio Senate has 
empowered city and vil- 
lsge councils to decide 
whether saloons shall be 
open Sundays. 


Tux bishcp of Breslau, 
Germany, urges the 
fourding of working- 


men’s clubs for Catho- 
lca, to combat the 
Sccialistic propaganda. 


AT Glens Falls, N. Y.,on the 15th, a bridge 
that was being repaired fell with eight work- 
men, killing two. 


Ox their University to be constructed at 
Washington in imitation of tbe Catholics, the 
Methodists will spend $1,500,000. 


Bisecp O'FannzLL of the Trenton, N J., 
diccese, recommends that American flags be 
displayed over all parochial schools. 


Mexico, by confiscation of property and 
restriction of revenues, has succeeded in re- 
ducing the number of its priesta to 2,500. 


CaTHOLIO control has left Brazil with 8,000,- 
000 persons that cannot read or write. There 
‘is not a university, or a technical school of 
rank. 


Tux superintendent of instruction of New 
York state reports: Children of school age, 
1,808,667 ; children enrolled, 1,083,818 ; aver- 
age daily attendance, 637,487. 


"Tug Freemasons of France are planning to 
expose the fraud of the shrine of Lourdes, 
France, which is declared to be miracle. 
working, and is visited by vast pilgrimages. 


Last Sunday in 8t. Mary's Catholic church 
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., a disgraceful fight 
occurred between the priest with his backers 
and an innocent man that they attempted to 
turn out. 


In the Church of the Heavenly Rest, New 
York, a young man named Jones attempted 
suicide by taking ether the other night, say- 
ing that he wanted ‘‘to die in church, near 
the altar." 


Tue Catholic Directory just out givs the 
number of priests in Ireland as 8,874. The 
United States, it says, has 8,922 priests, and 
the greatest body of English-speaking Cath- 
olics in the world. 


Tus breaking of the Raleigh levee has 
flooded Tensas and Madison parishes, Tenn., 
and in Louisiana a like crevasse is submerg- 
ing East Carroll and other counties. New 
Orleans is strengthening its dikes. 


Tae International Labor Conference de- 
vised by the emperor of Germany assembled 
at Berlin on the 15th, with representations 
from Germany, France, England, Australia, 
Italy, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and 
Switzerland. 


On the 1st it cecurred to Shannon Robison, 
a member in “good and regular standing " 
of the Baptist church at Homewood, Kan., 
that an additional sin cast on Jesus could not 
harm himself, and he started out and robbed 
abank. The secular arm of the law, how- 


ever, proved more useful than the atonement ' 
scheme, Officer Shire chasing and shooting ` 


the offender. 


And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 


Tug Improved Man 
wil not waste his time 
in ascertaining the fool- 
ish theories of extinct 


ait giS zs peoples nor in studying 


the.dead languages for 


the sake of understand- 
ing the theologies of ig- 
norance and fear, but he 
= wi'l turn his attention to 

the affairs of life, and 

will do his utmost to see 

to it that every child has 

an Opportunity to learn 

= the demonstrated facts 
of science, the true hig- 
tory of the world, the 


great principles of right 


and wrong applicable to 
human _  conduct—the 


SESS 


FIRST ACT IN THE DRAMA OF DAVID. 


And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and good!» to look to. 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst 
of his brethren: and the spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to 
Ramah.—1 Sam. xvi, 12, 18. : 5 i 
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things necessary to the 
preservation of the indi. 
vidual and of the state, 
and such arts and indus- 
tries as are essential to 
= the preservation of all. 
—Ingersoll. 


I wever suffered a po- 
> litical to become a per- 
sonal difference.—Jeffer- 

son. 


I wav no party but the 
truth.— Voltaire. 


s CONSIDERING all the 
& 3 heresies, the enormous 
crimes, the wickedness, 
the astounding follies, 
which the Bible has been 
meade to justify, and 
which ita indiscriminate 
reading has suggested ; 
considering ` that it has 
been, indeed, the sword 
which dur Lord sa'd 
he was sending; and that not the devil him- 
self could hav invented an implement more 
potent to fill the hated world with lies, ard 
blood, and fury; I think, certainly, that to 
send hawkers over the world loaded with 
copies of this book, scattering it in all places, 
among all persons is the most cul- 
pab'e folly of which it is possible for man to 
be guilty.—J. A. Froude. 


Peroptz in general know not what wicked- 
ness there is in this pretended word of Gud. 
Brought up in habits of superstition, they 
take it for granted that the Bible is true, and 
that it is good; they permit themselvs not to 
doubt of it, and they carry the ideas they 
form of the benevolence of the almighty to 
the book which they hav been taught to be- 
lieve was written by his authority. Good 
heavens! it is quite another thing ; it a book 
of lies, wickedness, and blasphemy; for 
what can be greater blasphemy than to as- 
cribe the wickedness of man to the orders of 
the almighty ?—Paine. 


Tse spirit of intolerance was at first 
equally strong in the church of Rome and in 
the reformed churcbes, and ita extinction 
both in Catholic and Protestant countries 
was due to the spirit of Rationalism. In 
both cases the clergy were the untiring ene- 
mies of tbis the noblest of all the conquests 
of civilization, and it was only by a long 
series of anti-ecclesiastical revolutions that 
the sword was at last wrung from their grasp. 
— Lecky. 


CONSIDERING the length of time that Prot- 
estantism bas existed, the extent of territory 
over which it has had control, and the age of 
the world to which its operations hav been 
confined, it has been, if aught, more tyran. 
nical and bloody than the mother church.— 
John E. Remsburg. 


He who only seeks wisdom, design, and 
appropriateness in nature had better turn to 
the natural history of the tape-worm, to try 
his ingenuity upon. The entire object of its 
life consists in the production of eggs capable 
of development, and cannot be attained ex. 
cept through the sufferings of other creat. 
ures; millions of eggs perish aimlessly ; some 
are developed, and the embryo finally be- 
comes evaginated and grows into a sucking 
and reproductiv scolex, the young of which 
produce eggs and putrify in the excreta of 
other beings. Here we hav nothing of beauty, 
design, or wisdom, in the ordinary human 
construction of the terms.—Professor Giebel. 


Waenoz—we may fairly ask of the teleolo- 
gist—come the hosts of diseases and of phys- 
ical evils? Why should nature inflict such 
frightful crueltiea and horrors, on her own 
children and creatures, datly and hourly, by 
means of floods, earthquakes, lightning, fire, 
hail, volcanoes, storms, etc.?— Büchner, 
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dotes and QGlippings. 


Tur leader of a lot of Second Adventists in 
Georgia is collecting from each of his dupes 
$5 with which to purchase a pair of wings to 
fly to heaven with. There are nearly four 
hundred of the sect, and if the leader succeeds 
in collecting $5 apiece from his entire flock 
he will.hav a neat little sum to fly away with 
himself. 


** WHEN will these good Sabbatarians learn 
that in attacking the Sunday paper they are 
barking up the wrong tree; that it is the 
Monday paper which collides with the deca- 
log?" asks the Houston Post. Just as soon 
as they discover that it is the Monday paper 
which causes people to stay at home and read 
all day instead of going to church, comments 
the Galveston News. 


Mr. J. 8. CLARKSON, first assistant post- 
master-general, and official decapitator of 
Democratic postmasters, made this prophecy 
eighteen years ago: “Colonel Ingersoll will 
not always hold his present views: he will, 
we believe, some day become a Methodist 
minister.” If Colonel Ingersoll doesn’t hurry 
up and get converted Mr. Clarkson will be 
open to the aspersion of being a false 
prophet. 


Aw English court has just decided that a 
wife married in Japan after the fashion of 
that country is a legal wife in England, on 
the ground that ‘‘ Japan has long been recog- 
nized as a civilized country." A previous 
decision in a case where the wife was a Hot- 
tentot and was married after the Hottentot 
fashion, had upset the union on the ground 


that the Hottentots were heathens and polyg- 
amists, and did not know what marriage in 
the civilized sense meant. 


Tux London Freethinker has this paragraph 
in its “Acid Drops :” ‘* We wish Mr. Chainey 
no harm. He is not a dangerous lunatic, and 
a Freethinker might say to him, as Uncle 
Toby said to the fly, ‘Surely the world is 
wide enough for thee and me.’ But we re- 
gret to hear that he is being recommended 
as a lecturer to the N. 8. S. branches, Of 
course the branches will do as they please. 
There is no authority over their choice of 
lecturers. But a great many Freethinkers 
will object to our platform being turned into 
a refuge for cranks, and protest that we do 
not seek for truth so minutely as to search 
for it in asylums.” 


Tux Boston anti-Catholic committee of one 
hundred has had drafted and proposes to 
introduce in Congress the following amend- 
ment to the United States Constitution: ‘No 
state shall pass any law respecting the estab- 
lishment of religion or prohibiting the exer- 
cise thereof, nor shall any municipal town or 
county organization, or any state, use or 
authorize or permit the use of its property, 
money, or credit, or permit any taxation for 
the purpose of founding, supporting, or aiding 
any church, religious denomination, society, 
school, or other institution or undertaking 
under sectarian or denominational or ecclesi- 
astical control. This article shall not hav the 
effect to impair any rights of property already 
vested.” i 


Says the Pennsylvania Miners’! Journal : 
“The man who believes in the thorough sep- 
aration of church and state, cannot approve 
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of reading the Bible in the public schools. 
The public schools are essentially a part of 
the state institution. The Bible is even more 
a part of our religious structure. ‘These facts 
render the two incompatible under the spirit 
of our constitution and make it possible for 
even our most sincere Christians to consider 
all religious exercises in school, out of place. 
Religion should be taught in the church and 
&t home, not in the schools. Our Constitu- 
tion guarantees freedom of religious faith to 
alland we hope the day will never come 
when that guarantee is nullified even in the 
slightest degree." 


Tus De Ruyter weekly Gleaner, reporting 
the sermon of a local preacher against games 
of cards, dominoes, checkers, etc., says: 
‘The poor Infidel, and the Agnostic, and 
those who fail to believe in the inspiration of 
all parts of the Bible, came in for the usual 
scorching. They hav some consolations in 
this life, however; while the average Free- 
thinker is a pretty fair citizen, it somehow 
happens that nearly every bank defaulter and 
embezzler is a Sunday-school teacher or a 
leading churchman, and more ministers figure 
in the criminal courts than members of any 
other learned profession. It could be argued 
that all religious instructors should be de- 
nounced because a few prove bad, as consis- 
tently as that all games should be banished 
from the fireside because a few are abused.” 


GaxzpzN OrrY is having a fight over relig- 
ion in its schools. 'The unbelievers are de- 
manding that devotional exercises be omitted. 
One school patron says: ‘‘ A book of fables, 
commonly called the Bible, which reflects in 
coarse terms upon the character and conduot 


of many of our citizens, is regularly read in 
theschools. The reading of this book encour- 
ages sectarianism, as many advanced thinkers 
reject the book and all it contains. It is also 
a custom in the schools to sing songs in praise 
of one Jesus Christ, & Jewish carpenter, who 
is affirmed to hav lived many centuries ago, 
and who is fancied by some to be divine. It 
is demanded that this singing of praises to a 
carpenter and this reading of a book of fables 
in our schools be now stopped, as a matter of 
fairness to those who believe neither in the 
book nor the carpenter.” 


Tux Ohristian Advocate complains: The 
tendency of social entertainments in the 
church is to degenerate more and more. The 
exercises and amusements provided to attract 
the people and get their money become stale 
and insipid. It is necessary to make frequent 
changes and resort to something more spicy, 
more ridiculous, er more surprising until the 
ingenuity of the most cunning inventor has 
been exhausted. The Christian Witness tells 
of a ‘soap-bubble social,” at which adult 
Christians were entertained like infants with 
the familiar amusement of blowing beautiful 
bubbles for several hours. Another exchange 
quotes an advertisment of a '' doll’s recep- 
tion” given by a church to raise money for 
the improvement of the Sunday-school room. 
This petty business is sometimes dignified 
with the title ** Christian work ” or ‘‘ church 
work." A colored man whose mistress told 
him he might eat all he could at a church 
supper and she would pay the bill, after con- 
suming a fabulous quantity of ice cream, cake, 
and strawberries, exclaimed with evident 
satisfaction: '*I'se done been eatin’ for de 
Lor’ an’ it cost tree dolla’s.”” 
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Communications. 


Prodigiously Absurd Stories in the Bible. 


As very great efforts hav been and are being made 
by those who believe the Bible to be the true in- 
spired word of God, who they think is the all-wise, 
infinit creator of the universe, fo amend our national 
Constitution so as to acknowledge God as sovereign 
ruler and Christ as his co-equal, and to enforce 
by legislativ enactments Sunday as a Sabbath and 
the Bible as a texi-book in our publie schools, it may 
noi be out of place to refer to a very few of the many 
improbable and ‘unreasonable stories and statements 
contained in that book that they revere and think 
perfeot. 

“Inthe beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth ;" but prior to that beginning, is it reason- 
able to suppose that a self-created God existed in a 
vacuum during ail the eternal ages before time 
began; snd at the beginning aroused himself to 
action and created the universe out of nothing; and 
did it all in six days except a little finishing work on 
the seventh, which he consecrated a Sabbath for 
rest? 

Creation being finished, and all things pronounced 
very good, there seemed to be an evil thing possess- 
ing great power, coexistent with msn— query, did 
God -create it, and if so, why? As he created ail 
things, it must be he did; and how does this com- 
port with ihe assertion that all he created was good, 
and very good? 

-By eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge a curse 
fell upon all mankind who might liv from the begin- 
ning to the end of time. And can anyone giv a 
common-sense reason why God did not wish those 
whom: he. created. in his own image to possess a 
knowledge of good and evil? And if he did not, why 
was the tree of knowledge craated, with its beautiful 
fruit, unless it were to tempt the first pair to do an 
evil thing, and thereby, as God knew before anything 
was created, bring on all the misery that afflicts 
humanity in this life, as well as the eternal punish- 
ment of a vast majority ina future state, where “the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever and ever ?” 

"This is just a short “bird's-eye view " of the situs- 
tion at the beginning, as the result of the great, good, 
and wise work of a grest creator as delineated in the 
Bible that most Christians wish all compelled to 
revere, . 

And now I will refer to a very few of the many— 
to state it mildly—unreasonable statements and 
stories found in the Bible. 

‘The progeny of Adam and Eve, as commanded, 
multiplied and populated the earth. But as by 
* Adam's fall we sinned all,” they were very wicked, 
so much so that about sixteen hundred years after 
creation, “ God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth.” “And the Lord said, I will 
destroy both man and beast and creeping thing ; for 
ib repenteth me that I hav made them.” But “Nosh 
was a just man and perfect,” so it seems God changed 
his mind, and instead of destroying everything, he 
thought best to save Noah and his family, with 
enough of all other living things tc replenish the 
earth after the flood. And what was the result? 
This just and perfect man, who was saved to propa- 
gate & better race, was the first man in historie 
annals who got drunk, and from that time to the 
present drunkenness has been a great curse to the 
world. i 

Can we look on this in any other light than that 
God, who foreknew all things, made a sad mistake? 

‘Again mankind multiplied and became numerous, 
but as wicked apparently as before the flood. 

On the plain of Shinar they built a city, and were 
building a tower that might reach to heaven. “And 
. the Lord came down to see the city and the tower” 

—by the way, sould not the infinit, omniscient God 
know, without coming down to see? After viewing 
the situation, it would seem, he thought best to stop 
their building, because, as appears from the reading, 
he feared he could not control them if they remained 
together, for the account reads thus: “And now 
nothing will be restrained from them, which they 
hav imagined to do.” So he confounded their lan- 
guage and “scattered them upon the face of the 
earth.” 

But mankind continued wicked, and the inference 
is, from the reading in the Bible, that God despaired 
of:eontroling all, or making them good, so he resolved 
on having a chosen people of his own, who would 

. bonor him, and that be would favor and bless above 
all others. 

So, through Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
the plan was to be consummated. And now I pro- 
pose to refer to a few of the many strange things 
resorted to in order to accomplish this purpose. 
They are miraculous, monstrous, vindictiv, cruel, 
indecent (many of them), and beyond reasonable 

_ belief by intelligent thinking people. 

Abraham and his legitimate wife Sarah were both 
untruthful, and were guilty of incest; for she was 
his half-sister ; and Isaac the second patriarch was a 
miraculous child, born when his father was a hun- 
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| dred, and his mother ninety years old. Jacob, the 


third in succession, through deception and lying, 
assisted by his mother, deceived Isaac, and stole the 
birthright of Esau, and this in accordance with God's 
plan, for it is written, “Jacob hav I loved and Essu 
hav I hated,” and St. Paul declared that this was even 
before the brothers were born. 

Nothing in the account goes to show thst Jacob 
was the better man, bui only because God willed 
it ‘so. 

Now we will come to the captivity of the Israelites, 
the progeny of the sons of Jacob in Egypt. There 
they lived four hundred years, and erme to be about 
three millions of people. God, in order to show his 
mighty power, caused terrible plagues to afflict the 
Egyptians because their king at first refused to let 
them go, and afterward hardened his heart so that 
he would not, and as we read in the holy book: “So 
that ye may tell to your children and your children’s 
children what wonders I hav wrought in Egypt.” 
Did the egotism of any man ever excsed or equal 
this showing of power by a so-called good creator ? 

The miraculous passage of the Red sea, when God 
caused an “esst wind” to divide the waters, so that 
there was $ Wall of waters on either side and the 
Israelites crossed on dry land, and the waters return- 
ing suddenly destroyed the pursuing army of 
Phsraoh—this is an incredible story, but it is said 
all things are possible with God. 

After wandering in the wilderness for a time, and 
becoming surfeited and sick of their miraculous 
manna food, they wept and longed for the “flesh 
pots of Egypt.” They cried for the fish, the cucum- 
bers, melons, leeks, onions, garlic, ete., and God was 
very angry. Read Num. xi, and notice the malicious 
nature exhibited in God's dealings with his chosen 
people. Perhaps it may serve to explain why some 
parents, in desling with their children as well as 
others in matters of every-day life, are wont to retali- 
ate maliciously when children or others are persever- 
ing in their importunities, and beivg angry take a 
course like unto God in this case, when in his wrath 
“a wind went forth from the Lord,” and he gave 
them quails io eat for a whole month, so that it came 
out of their nostrils, and while it was yet between 
their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord 
was kindled and the Lord smote the people with a 
very great plague. 

I hav casualiy read this quail story many times, 
but never till recently thought of its mighty magni- 
tude, nor the suffering of his chosen people caused 
by the Lord's anger and seemingly uneslled.for 
malice. It occurred to me that it was perhaps the 
largest of the many great Bible stories, and exceeded 
any told by Munchausen, or in the “ Arabian Nights’ 
Entertainment.” : 

In order to get a correct solution of what seemed 
quite an intricate machemstieal problem, I wrote to 
two friends who hav taught in the common and high 
sehools of Michigan many years and hav well earned 
the titie of “ professor," and are noted as experts in 
mathematics. The account reads that the Lord's 
wind ‘ brought quails from the sea, and let them fall 
by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, 
and a day's journey on the other side, round about 
the camp, as it were two cubits high.” Authorities 
seem to differ as to the length of a day’s journey, 
also the length of acubit. One of the professors 
based his calculation on twenty-three miles as a day's 
journey, and eighteen inches for a cubit. He knew 
some authorities made each a greater distance, but 
said he would be liberal, as the result would be large 
at the least. 

The other gentleman based his estimate on a day’s 
journey being thirty-three miles and a fraction over, 
and a cubit nearly twenty-two inches. And he 
had access to all the best authorities. I asked them 
to giv the quantity of quails that fell in the bushes. 
But there ig a question whether “round about the 
camp,” means a circle two days’ journey in diameter, 
or a certain width, undefined, along the line of march 
on each side the length.of a day's journey. The 
professor who estimated a day's journey and a cubit 
at the shortest distance, based his ealeulation on the 
diameter of a circle only, the other figured on the 
diameter of & circle basis, and also a day's journey a 
mile wide along the route. He also estimated the 
amount of quail actually gathered. The account 
says they gathered quails two days and one night. 
And those who gathered least gathered ten homers, 
and as a homer is eight bushels and a trifle over, 
each person who gathered obtained eighty bushels, 
at least. He called the whole number of people 
three millions, deducting one-fifth for those who 
might be unable to gather, and found the number of 
bushels on that basis to be 201,764.550. Calling 
forty bushels a wagon-load, we hav 504411 loads. 
And if each bushel actually gathered would giv 
twenty-five pounds of flesh food, there would hav 
been enough for each one of the three million per- 
sons to eat one hundred and sixty pounds per day, 


‘for the month that the Lord in his anger required 


them to eat of it. Quite enough, certainly, to cause 
a surfeit. 7 

Aud estimating forty bushels as a wagon-load, 
enough quails fell in a circle two days’ journey in 


diameter—a day's journey thirty-three miles—to 
fill 7,059,245,855 wagons. The circumference of the 
globe being twenty-five thousand miles, all the 
wsgons in train, each wagon and team occupying 
two rods in length, would make s train of wagons 
that would reach 1,764 times around the earth at the 
equator. The number actually gathered, as esti- 
mated, would load wagons enough to reach one and 
one-fourth times around the globe. — 

I hav given these figures, because the quantity 
according to the Bible story is so immense that it is 
inconceivable to most minds, even when given in 
bushels. 

But my objection to the magnitude of this story 
is fully equaled by its objectionable features in a 
moral point of view. In the first place, it is too big 
for belief, and is evidently false. ` Secondly, it repre- 
sents God in his dealings with his especial, favorit, 
chosen people so vindictiv and malicious that as an 
example it is devoid of all justice, benevolence, and 
love. 

In addition to the foregoing, I will mention, and 
briefly, s few other objectionable things found in this 
so-called perfect book. 

Lot and his family are in the line of God’s few 
chosen ones; and there were only four who were 
good enough to be saved from the flames ef burning 
Sodom, but the wife who dared to look back at the 
ruin of her burning home was changed to a pillar of 
salt, and there “she stands to this day." The father 
and two daughters encamped at night, the girls in- 
duced their father to get drunk, with the result that 
each bore & son whose father was the grandfather. 

Christian friends, think of this example; three of 
God's ehosen ones guilty of drunkenness and incest, 
in order to perpetuate the line of God's chosen 
people. 

But we must hurry along and omit most of these bad 
stories, for there are many. I will casually glance 
at a few more. 
when his hair was long did many miraculous things. 
Ha must hav been activ as well as strong, for he 
eaught three hundred foxes and tying them in pairs, 
tail to tail, with a brand of fire between, sent them 
into the Philistings’ corn to destroy it. He also 
killed one thousand men with a jawbone, carried on 
his shoulders the ponderous gates of Gaza, and at 
last caused the temple to fall by removing the pillars 
thet supported it, thereby killing more people than he 
had killed before in his life. 

Strange that God’s favored ones should seem to 
be upheld in killing, when in so doing they violate 
the command, “ Thou shalt not kill." 

Joshua the great commander, led in the slaughter of 
many thousands, whom God thrust into life without 
their consent, and we hav no evidence that they were 
not as good as God’s favorits, who by his direction 
destroyed them. 

David aud Solomon were, the first a man after 
God's own heart, the other the wisest man, yet both 
were noted polygamists, and guilty of many disrep- 
utable acts. 

Strange it is, but still it's true—if the Bible is— 
that after all God's efforts to hav at least a few 
chosen good men, that should obey, love, and serve 
him, seemingly, even the infinit could not accom- 
plish it. He would hav an elect few who could not be 
deceived ; “he hath mercy on whom he will hav mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth," yet they were per- 
verse, stiff-necked, and he cast them off. 

These are a few of the attributes of the creator— 
whom no man hath seen at any time, and yet Moses 
talked with him face to face as a man would with a 
friend. : 

But the time has come when many who believe 
and revere the Bible wil] say at times that the Old 
Testament is only in part authority now, but they 
giv no criterion by which to judge which is and which 
is not to be received. They now rely on the New 
Testament, claiming a new dispensation by the 
savior, through whose atoning sacrifice some. claim 
all will and others that all may be saved. Whocould 
know the truth of this matter better than Christ 
himself, if he is the very God, or a third part 
of deity? When asked, “ Master, are there few that 
be saved?” he answered, “ Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, for I say unto you that many shall 
strive to enter in and shall not be able.” Also, 
“Strait is the gate and narrow the way that leads 
to life, and few there be that find it. Broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many there be 
that go in thereat.” ‘Many are called, but few are 
chosen,” etc. The Old Testament does not definitly 
teach immortality. The question is asked: “If a 
man die, shall he liv again?” But Ohrist, it is 
claimed, by his resurrection brought immortality to 
light. And with it came the doctrin of eternal 
punishment. 
principally, who was the most learned and eloquent 
of New Testament writers, came the old Calvinistie 


doetrin of election, reprobation, foreordination, and 


predestination. 


And now, although that doctrin is more definitly * 


taught in the Bible than any other, thanks to the 
progressiv philanthropy of the age, a great effort is 
being made to eliminate it from the Calvinistie creed. 


Samson was a favored one, and 


Also, by the teachings of St. Paul: 


^ 


It isa thorn in the side of progressiv Christianity, 
but one not easily eradicated ; the clergy will, how- 
ever, find a way to do it; they are skilled in such 
matters; their craftiness is proverbial. Paul was 
a leader to show the way. He said, “ Being crafty, 
I caught you with guile ;” and our modern clergy 
are apt pupils in that respect, and the Bible so pecu- 
liar they can prove almost anything they wish to. 

Although the New Testament does not contain as 
much that is immoral, obscone, and unreasonable as 
the Old, it is principally because there is less of it. 

The story of Ohrist's incarnation is largely of that 
character. His Sermon on the Mount contains many 
good maxims, but who will claim it is best fo turn 
the other cheek when one is smitten? And if your 
coat is forcibly taken, that the cloak should be given 
also? Does anyone believe it possible to love his 
enemy? How long could mankind exist, if you all 
took no thought for life, what ye shall eat or drink, 
or what ye shall put on? “Take no thought for the 
morrow, for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself!” It is said, when Christ was born, 
angels sang, “ Peace on earth and good will to men.” 
But he said he came “not to bring peace but a 
aword;” that the father should be against the 
mother, and a man’s foes of his own household. 
He wrought miracles; but were they all good? 
His first one was turning water into wine. Will 
Ohristian  temperanos people think that a good 
example? He cursed a fig-tree because it did not 
bear fruit out of season. Were it not better to cause 
it to bear fruit rather than curse and kill it? And 
from his last words is it probable that he was more 
than human, when he exclaimed ia his anguish, “ My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

I hav briefly noticed some things that seem objec- 
tionable, although found in the “inspired book.” 
But I hav purposely omitted many, so immoral and 
obscene that no respectable publisher would put 
them in type, except in the Bible. And were it not 
for the reverential awe in which priesteraft has clothed 
that book, Mr. Comstock, our national officer for the 
suppression of obscene literature, would prohibit it 
at once. 

As the Bible tells principally of God’s doings, and 
as no one could see his face and liv, in conclusion I 
will present a little picture of him. Start not, 
gentle reader, nor catch for breath, and whisper, Blas- 
phemy ! for it is only a pen-picture by John the Reve- 
lator. In Rev. xix, I read, “ His eyes were as a flame 
of fire; on his hoad were many crowns; . . he 
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and his 
name iB called The Word of God. And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron; and he treadeth the wine-press of the 
fierceness and wrath of almighty God. And he hath 
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords.” This caps the oli- 
max and I close, hoping all may learn and practice a 
better way. Converse Cros. 

Grattan, Mich., Feb. 20, 1890. 

——— «9-9 —99—————————- 
Applying the Whip to the Churches." 

That we are living in “ perilous times " in the his- 
tory of the world, in the church as well as the state, 
we believe al! who hav interested themselvs in the 
subject will admit. There is doubtless a reason for 
this decline in spiritual life and power in the churches, 
and whether they can ever rise out of this slough or 
not we do not know. We believe it is one of the 
signa of the great apostasy prophesied to come to 
pass previous to the manifestation of the Lord to 
establish and gather out “all things that offend.” 
One thing we do believe with all our heart: that 
there is a drawing and grand holding power in the 
simple gospel, not to be found ina grab-bag or a 
progressiv eucher party, or the seductiv and much 
diluted oyster stew, so much in vogue at the present 
day and used as a means to induce the unthinking 
masses to “join our church.” 

We know churches who hav so far forgotten them- 
selva and the dignity of a Ohristlike life and example, 
as to permit their houses of worship to be used for 
all kinds of questionable entertainments, suppers, 
charades, cantatas, and every other kind of jugglery 
that the modern “ progressiv” church-member can 
invent. It has seemed to be not so much what, as 
anything that would persuade a ten-cent piece from 
the ungodly heathen who might be artfully esjoled 
into attending. The whole alphabet has been run 
through for names that would prove catching and 
new. “ We hav the authors’ socials, blackberry and 
broom brigade, and busy bee, cream, cake, calico and 
charade, Dorcas and donkey, evergreen and Easter, 
farewell and fan, garden and gift, harvest home and 
Halloween, ice-cream and instrumental, Japanese 
wedding, jug-breaking and jelly-making, knitting and 
keepsake, lawn and literary, May queen, Martha 
Washington, mush and milk and mission, necktie and 
New Year, old folks and fashion, pink and pound, 


* ©. H. Jones, editor of a Christian journal in Chicago, 
has printed a little pamphlet to circulate among the churches. 
As Tug Trura SEEKER is in favor of every good work, we 
reprint the larger portion of the pamphlet. 
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.| play of a century or two ago was not so shocking as the 


quarterly, reading and raspberry, spelling-bee and 
strawberry, tea drinking, tableau and Thanksgiving, 
union and variety, white yuletide, young folks’ and 
zenans socials. It is suggested that the alphabet be 
completed by a few xtra xcentric socials, if it is pos- 
sible for any ‘progressiv ' church to arrange it.” 

In the weekly prayer-meetings held in the same 
room long and loud prayers are offered that the 
Lord will pour out his blessing upon them, when, if 
they exercised a little sense, they would know that 
the absence of blessing was caused by their evil 
doings, lack of spirituality, and lukewarmness gener- 
ally. They either willfully or carelessly forget what 
God has said, ‘‘ My house shall be called an house of 
prayer, but ye hav made it a den of thieves ;” for if 
some of the methods of obtaining money from the 
unwary in some of our churches is not robbery, then 
we.are no judge of stealing or gambling. If the 
Lord should conclude to answer the prayers offered 
and pour out a blessing upon them, this same bless- 
ing would be likely to strike right in the midst of an 
entertainment held in the prayer-meeting room, for 
which they too often unblushingly charge twenty- 
five cents admission for five cents’ worth of so-called 
entertainment. And the worst feature of the whole 
case is that this stuff is palmed off on an ignorant 
public under the name of “doing something for 
religion.” They giv their pitiance for the “show” 
and—despise the givers of it. You can hear them 
sneeringly remark that the professing Christians in 
the church act very much like the unprofessing Chris- 
tians out of it; and that they are “just as good 
as the Christians, and make no pretense either ”— 
which, alas! in many instances is too true—and we 
all know that as soon as you lose & man’s respect, 
then your influence for good over that individual is 
gone. 

At the rate of progress made in the past few years 
in this manner of raising money to pay church ex- 
penses, in ten years from now, in place of children 
imitating monkeys and the older acting like uncon- 
verted imbecils and heathen, you will see the clog- 
dancer and the second-class minstrel show. Why, in 
one Ohicago church, at a show held within the past 
year, the hit of the evening was a burlesque on the 
resurrection of the body. One indignant listener 
wrote to the Chicago Herald as follows: 

I hav just returned from a church entertainment in which 
the great hit of the evening was a burlesque on the “‘ resur- 
rection of the body,” on the same platform from which, in 
all probability, the pastor of the church will on next Easter 
Sunday preach on this subject as the ‘‘ grand central truth of 
our religion!” An imitation of an old-time choir sang in 
nasal tones of ‘The Lord of Glory Waking up the Sleepers 
in the Old Churchyard.” There were five or six verses 
rendered in the most ridiculous manner and received by a 
large audience with hearty laughter and applause. This 
was not the only objectionable feature of the entertainment 
by any means. I single it out because of its sacrilegious 
nature. I suppose these same people would be shocked at 
any hint of a revival of the miracle plays, in which the 
almighty and his angels, the devil and his angels, heaven and 
hell, were represented on the stage. Taking into considera- 
tion our boasted civilization and refinement, the miracle 


modern church entertainment. The former aimed at arousing 
the fears of the impenitent by an attempt to picture the wrath 
to come, while in the latter the holiest and most sacred 
things are held up to ridicule. I read an article not long 
ago ina Methodist periodical, in which the latter deplored 
the lack of reverence shown during public worship, especially 
by the young. Surely one need not seek for the cause. 
Those whom our savior drove from the temple were not 
guilty of so great a sin as we of to-day, who not only buy 
and sell in our churches, but turn the house of God into a 
variety theater and the Bible into a jest-book. 

We quote this to show the depths of iniquity a 
body of people can sink into under the name of 
* ohurch.? 

O brethren, why is it you cannot rise to a higher 
plane? Thechurch of to-day contains members who 
are ashamed and greatly alarmed at these iniquitous 
proceedings; they stand it as long as they can and 
then become nauseated and step out from the “ un- 
clean thing.” Can you afford to lose this class of 
people? We know some call them cranks and old 
fogies. They are generally the life of the church 
and are to be found among those who realize that 
the gospel simply preached and taught will affect a 
man’s religious and spiritual nature much quicker 
and better than a twenty five cent oyster stew, con- 
taining one oyster or a dozen. How much will a 
donkey social promote the spiritual growth or a 
desire for a better life in the ungodly? In describ- 
ing this form of iniquity, V. A. Dake says: “The 
center of attraction for the evening was a picture of 
a donkey without a tail, and the work of the evening 
consisted in blindfolding the so-called followers of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, together with the fun- 
loving worldlings, and watching them pin a detached 
tail wherever in their blindness they might put it, 
and the one pinning their string tail the nearest to 
where it belonged received prize. This was accom- 
panied by bursts of laughter as they fixed the tail to 
the ear, nose, or foreleg or any other part of the ani- 
mal’s body. ‘Hear, O heavens, and giv ear, O earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken: I hav nourished and 
brought up children, and they hav rebelled against 
me’ (Isa. i, 2). What a digraceful performance in 
the house of the Lord! What an inner, hidden 


they blush’ (Jer. viii, 12). 
daughter of my people I am hurt; I am black; 
astonishment hath taken bold on me’ (Jer. viii, 21). " 
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lowering to sensuality and uncleanness is foreshad- 
owed in this donkey social! Why this pinning on 
of the tail? What necessity to introduce such a 
monstrously unclean element into the church of God? 
‘Were they ashamed when they committed abomina- 
tion? Nay, they were not ashamed, neither could 


‘For the hurt of the 


Can you for a moment conceive of such a notice as 


this immediately after the revival on the day of Pen- 
tecost ? 


DONKEY Boor. 
There will be a ‘‘ Donkey Social” in the basement of the 


‘Church of the Apostles, at Jerusalem, on the third day of 
the week, at the third hour of the day. This is something 
new and a decided good time is antiapated: All are invited. 


AMES THE. APOSTLE. 
How vigorously would our savior hav applied the 


whiplash of small cords to the backs of these blind- 
folded donkey-repairers. 


Think of it! Think of it! One donkey pinned to 


the wall and a lot of other two-legged donkeys, 
blindfolded, trying to pin the lost tail where they 
think it ought to go at ten cents a try; and this is 
not done secretly, for fear the ovtsiders might behold 
and be disgusted—which, as a rule, they are, and feel 
themselvs in better company out of it—but it is 
done openly and with unblushing effrontery where 
all can behold if they pay the bill ! 


We notice that a large share of these entertain- 


ments are held under the auspices of the Christian 
Endeavor societies—“to help (?) the church.” 
motiv is good, but the means employed are low and 
un-christian, the very opposit to that revealed in 
God’s word as best adepted for fitting his children 
for real Christian service. 
“the church,” but is a positiv hindrance to true 
Christian growth and work. How would it do, then, 


The 


Such endeavor may help 


to stop this kind of Ohristian (?) Endeavor and 
endeavor to be Christians (Christlike) for a while in 
Christ’s way. i ] 

Do not be a fool or a hypocrit. If you are igno- 
rant, then God pity you and lead you into the path 
of his revealed will, where sense may be imbibed. 
If you gre led into it for policy’s sake or to curry 
favor with the world, had not you better quit, because 
this is not God's service? The thing is rotten, and 
the painful part of it is, those participating know it, 
but they hav given a building to God plastered over 
with a four-ply mortgage and must get out of the 
scrape in some way. Now, the devil, who has charge 
of these things, will prove a very poor friend when 
you stand face to face with the almighty and render 
an account of your service, whether to the glory of 
God or not. “Comparisons are odious,” but in 
the sight of our heavenly father we would rather be 
an honest Infidel than a reprobate believer—one who 
is constantly bringing the cause of Christ into disre- 
pute, by dealing in this donkey-and-pudding-and- 
milk stuff and calling it God’s service. 

The churches of to-day are filled with those whose 
religion is tied with a very loose string. Their con- 
sciences—what they hav—are upon the elastic order 
snd can be stretched to fit any emergency, either ` 
godly or otherwise. The sinner, as a rule, clasps his 
hands in glee and has not a bit of respect for a 
church with this kind of a pedigree. 
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Not True as Stated. 
W. H. M. in American Sentinel. 


. The following extracts from the Congressional 
Record, of February 19th, are suggestiv of the 
methods employed in accumulating signatures to pe- 
titions for a national Sunday-rest law : 


Mr. Sherman: I present a petition of citizens of Ohio, col- 
lected by the National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 
praying for the passage of a National Sunday-rest law. I 
notice the printed indorsement on the back of the petition 
states that it contains seven hundred and one individual 
signatures. This is evidently not true; but I suppose the 
statement ought to be that it contains the signatures of 
clergymen or Otherwise representing seven hundred and one 
individual persons. It seems to me that the person who 
made the indorsement, ought not to state it in the way it is, 
for it is not true as stated. 

Mr. Spooner : I find on my desk, doubtless intended to be 
presented to the Senate, a petition said to contain two thou- 
sand individual signatures from Wisconsin, praying for the 
passage of a Suvday-rest law. In the envelope I find, and I 
present to the Senate, three printed slips with a printed form 
of petition, and the following indorsement: 

Indorsed by Madison convention of Congregational churches 
representing churches of five connties. with membership of four 
teen hundred. Attest] Janes M. CAMPBELL, President. 

Sun Prairie, Wis., June 10, 1889. 

Which accounts, as I understand it, for the fourteen hun- 
dred individual signatures stated on the envelope. : 

Here is another indorsed by a meeting of citizens of Mil- 
waukee, June 9, 1889, number of petitioners, four hundred 
and fifty ; and still a third, indorsed by a mass meeting Of 
citizens of Milwaukee, June 9, 1889, number of petitioners, 
one hundred and fifty. ' 


When it is understood that what was said in thesc 
individual cases is just as applicable to millions o; 
ostensible signatures, counted and presented in favor 
of this movement, then it can be understood how un 
answerable an argument against the passage of thie 
bill is bound up in these same petitions. 


“this world without reference to another. 


` -existence of an immortal element in man. 
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His theme will therefore be evolution, evolution, 
forever evolution. Perhaps he will begin with lan- 
guage, and trace iis growth; then he will go on with 
religion, tracing it through its various stagee—ani- 
miem, fetichism, anth:ropomorphism—uvatil he reaches 
its present transitory condition ; he may then turn 
to polities, to science, to art, to fashions, to morality. 
In all these evolution wil! be the key. He may turn 
to the study of health and disease, to physiology and 
psychology, to life and death, and evolution will be 
& constant and never-failing guide. It will assist 
him to understand nature’s method, aud through it 
he will learn to understand end ezplain the life, 
progress, and decay of every living organism, from 
the smallest animalonie up to man. He will learn 
that nature’s process is from the simple to the com- 
plex, by slow but certain stages, through struggle 
and pain onward. And when the Freethinker has 
shown how religions hav grown, when he has traced 
them to their source, then he may proceed to the 
great question of morslity which in some way or 
other has ever been bound up with religion, though 
it need form no necessary part of it. 

For efter ail, morality is purely an affair of this 
world—all virtues are purely secular. 

Sincerity, truthfulness, honesty, magnanimity, 
thriftiness, temperance, justice, these and all the virt- 
ues of which men and women are capable are purely 
secular ; they relate to our actions toward one another 
and are just ss good and useful whether there be a 
God or not, whether man will liv again or not. 

It will be seen at once that the mission of the 
Freethinker is comprahensiv. There is no subject 
that will not hav interest for him. He will not only 
instruct his fellows in science and philosophy, but 
will take an activ part in promoting their social and 
political progress. He will be their teacher and 
their leader. But he will be no priest. He will 
show them how to avoid the follies and blunders of 
the past; but having shown them the value of Free 
thought, he will call upon them to courageously exer- 
cise it. f 

Is not this a useful work? Could man possibly 
engage in a nobler mission? I trow not. Aud the 
Freethinker devoting bimself dsy by dsy to expos- 
ing falsehood, explaining facts, ridiculing folly, and 
teaching and practicing the highest moral principles, 
will receive a rich reward for his steadfastness and 
sincerity and singleness of purpose. In the lan- 
guage of Shelley: 

The consciousness of good, which neither gold 
Nor sordid fame, nor hope of heaven.y bliss 
Can purchase; but a life of resolute good, 
Unalterable will, quenchless desire 

Of universal happiness. 


The Freethinker’s Mission. 


It is frequently urged against us that, as Free- 
thinkers, we hav nothing to teach, and that our aim 
: appears to be the destruction at once of religion snd 

‘morality. ; 

' Such, however, is a complete misrepresentation of 
-our desire or intentions. The Freethinker’s mission 
: is of an entirely different character. His object is 
` to eliminate the supernatural element from religion 
—to make what shall, hereafter, be called by that 
name consist, not of a fixed set of theological beliefs, 
.. but of a wise set of principles for the regulation of 
` „conduct ; in other words, to put religion on a purely 
«natural basis, so that its claims may be decided in 


` To accomplish this work effectually, the Free- 
- thinker strives, in the first place, to show that, 
. whether there is a God or not who rules and governs 
“the universe, his existence is a purely problematical. 
"question which, with our present faculties, can never 
. be satisfactorily settled. At best it can only be a 
‘hopeful conjecture on the part of the Theist. No 
one knows. Many believe; but belief is not knowl- 
“edge. 
: Christian Theists proclaim that their God is in- 
"finit; that man cannot, by searching, find him out ; 
“that he is only to be approached through faith. 
But is not this equivalent to the acknowledgment 
"that God is unknown? To think is to condition. 

Sir Wm. Hamilton says, ** To think is to bring un- 
der the condition of the brain the thing to be 
“thought.” But if God is infinit, he is conditionless 
` —that is, he is unthinkable. 

And there is another theme upon which the Free- 
-thinker finds it his duty to point out that man pos- 

‘gesses absolutely no knowledge, viz, the alleged 
The soul 
.is an indefinable term. Believers can only explain it 
“by telling us what it is not. 
^ Although the brain is the seat and center of ali 
feelings, Ohristians assure us that the ego is not to 
be confounded with the brain; intelligence, or the 
totality of the characteristics of the brain in action, 
. although regarded as a necessary part of the soul, 

Christians separate in thought from the organ 

through which it manifests itself, and without which 

it has never been known to exist. Singularly enough, 
. Christians and Spiritualists, who take the ground 
‘that we are immortal in regard to the future, are 

“discreetly silent in respect to the past. But if I do 
' not remember who I was, before I became who I am, 
.what reasonable ground hav I for believing that I 
shall know who I am when my soul has taken pos- 
session of somebody else? The fact is, msn has no 
knowledge of an ego apart from organism; al- 
though many, with very slender and unsatisfactory 
evidence, believe they hav. 

But while these matters may be set aside as prob- 
lematical, there are subjects upon which the Free- 
thinker may hav positiv knowledge. He cannot doubt 
his own existence. That is a fact to him that requires 
no proof. He may alter the dictum of Descartes and 
Bay: Sum—cogito ; ergo sum. Nor enn he disbelieve 
the evidence of his own senses when they are properly 
trained. Starting, therefore, with a belief in his own 
existence, and a belief in the existence of “ the world 
in which he livs and moves and has his being," he 
has something solid as a foundation. 

The dreams of the idealist may be set aside as 
fantastis and foolish, beside the accumulated and 
verifiable knowledge of the race. 

But the Freethinker finds himself beset by a num- 
ber of fussy persons who are anxious for him to 
accept “the only true religion ;’ and when he com- 
mences his investigation he finds that there are a 
large number of religions in the world for each of 
which the claim is put forward that it is “ divinely 
inspired.” But as each of these religions contradicts 
the others, and as of the adherents of them each con- 
demns the others as false, the Freethinker examins 
them all, finds that they hav a common origin ; finds 
that associated with them are childish absurdities, 
crude ideas of nature and man, gross superstitions, 
barbarous practices, and he resolves to undertake the 
miasion of supplying his fellow-man with the key to 
the proper understanding of these early faiths of 
mankind. 

To successfully wage war against the erroneous 
and harmful teachings of the past he employs 
against the enemies of mankind all the art and skill 
of the trained intellectual warrior. 

He employs his wit to expose folly; his argument 
and eloquence to persuade the reason and enthrall the 
heart; his scholarship to confound the pedant, and 
his science to instruct the wise. 

He examins and refutes the statements of the so- 
called sacred books. 

He demonstrates that if they were divinely in- 
spired, the inspiration failed to impart either wisdom 
or goodness to the heads or hearts of the alleged 
authors, 

But when he has done this his work has only just 
begun. It will widen with the patience and teach- 
ableness of his hearers. His mission is to supply 
the key that explains all the phenomena of the past. 


AnTHuR B. Moss. 
—— M 


A Christian Fabrication. 


Some weeks since, there appeared in the columns 
of Taz Terura Szexer one of those incidents so com- 
monly related in religious meetings of how an In- 
fidel died. His name was Edward Platner. He died 


the great Infidel, Colonel Ingersoll; had all his 
books, together with many others of a similar kind, 
and he was never so happy ss when arguing against 
the scriptures. Well, this man was finally brought 
to his death-bed, and it was related that, on the day 
of his death, he sent for a Christian neighbor, who 
prayed with him, and that he then called his family 
to his bedside and warned them against the false 
doctrins he had taught them, and directed that all 
his Infidel books should be burnt. And then he 
died. All this hes been widely published, as I un- 
derstand, in religious, as well as secular, newspapers. 

Now, my common sense teaches me that all such 
narrativa are lies. They cannot possibly be true. 
If Edward Platner, on his death-bed, called for a 
Christian neighbor and directed that his books be 
burnt, ete., it is very evident that he was either out 
of his mind, or that he wes dishonest when claiming 
to be a disbeliever in inspiration. Men do not 
change their opinions when sick any more than they 
do when they are well; in fact, not so much, for a 
well man is able to see new light better than a sick 
man. We never hear of-a Methodist becoming a 
Baptist, or a Presbyterian, or a Catholic, on his 
death-bed, or a Catholic becoming a Methodist when 
he is about to die. It is out of all reason. And 
just eo in the case of Edward Platner. When I first 
saw the incident published I determined to run it 
down. I first wrote to the pastor of the Firat 
Methodist church in Nebraska City asking whether 
the narrativ, which I inclosed, was true. I received 
an answer saying, “The statements which you quote 
from the Omaha Bee, concerning Mr. Platner, are 
substantially true, except that the books, being in 
the hands of those to whom he had loaned them, 
were not burnt. But he requested that they should 
be burnt, and renounced his Infidelity.” 

Meeting soon afterward a gentleman who formerly 
resided in Nebraska City, I asked for the names of 
such men as I could rely on who would be apt to 
know Mr. Platner, and whatever of truth there might 
be in the published stories. It was thus that I 
opened correspondence with Mr. Samuel E. Harris, 


in Nebraska City, Neb. He was a great admirer of. 


who writes me that Mr. Edward Piatner was an 
Infidel, as stated, that he was a dissipated msn, that 
he was sick for many weeks, and was wuneonselous 
the most of the time for the last two cays of his life. 
That on the day of his death a Obristian neighbor 
came unbidden to ihe house and prayed at the bed- 
side of the dying man; that no books were ordered 
to be burnt, and no books hav been burnt ; that Mre. 
Platner says she values tho books herself and would 
not consent to their being burnt, aud that is the 
whole story. 

And yet Christian literature abounds with such 
fictions as is here exposed. The mere fact that a 
Christian neighbor intrudes himself at the bedside of 
an unconscious dying man is sufficient basis with 
some preachers to build s colossal lie upon. These 
lies sre well calculated to work upon the fears of the 


ignorant and superstitious, and they are thus trained 


to lower depths of ignorance end degradation. If it 
be true that there is a God in heaven who will judge 
men for the deeds done on earth, this Christian 
neighbor who went unbidden to the house of Edward 
Platver, and this preacher who writes me that the 
published accounts are substantially true, will be api 
to feel mighty cheap when they come to plead at that 
bar, if it should so be thai they will then hav any 
sense of shame left. James K. Maarz. 
Washington, D. C., March 24, 1890. 


re 
Miss Wixen Attends a Seance. 


While in Washington, D. Q., recently, I went one 
evening to a réance—a spiritus] eéance. It was held 
at the residence of P. L. O. A. Keeler, and was 
attended by about thiriy or thirty-five ladies and 
gentlemen, most of whom were, as it appeared, fre- 
quenters of the résnee room. A corner of the room 
was arranged with dark cambric ag a cabinet. In 
front of the same was seated Mr. Keeler ab one end, 
with two persons selected from the company as com- 
panions, Mr. Keeler, it is said, holding the arm cf the 
one next him. A cembrie curtain covered all three 
up to their ching. A little negro boy made music 
with the harmonicon. Back of the medium in the 
eabinet were several musical instruments and a table, 
upon which was fixed & telegraph apparatus. A 
guitar and the various musical inetruments were 
played during the evening, seemingly by unseen 
hands within the cabinet. The drum-beat was very 
fine, and was said to be performed with clothes-pins 
for sticks. The reveille indicated no amateur per- - 
former. Questions were asked by the persons pres- 
ent and answered by the telegraph, interpretations of 
which were given by a gentleman in the flesh, who 
had himself arranged the apparatus. A paper block 
and pencil were placed within the cabinet, and a num- 
ber of messages thrown over the top of the curtain 
addressed to parties present. Some of them seemed 
to be quite long, and were supposed to be written in 
from two to thirty seconds. Hands were seemingly 
thrust through the curtain and also appeared over 
the top of the curtain. The coat of Mr. Keeler was 
thrown over the curtain; the cuter covering of cam- 
bric being instantly removed by the leader of the 
séance showed the medium in his shirt-sleeves. 
During this operation he had not apparently moved 
from his position. 

The privilege of shaking hands with a professed 
spirit was accorded me. I stepped to the cabinet 
and touched the hand that protrvded, as it seemed, 
through the cambric curtain. The hand patted 
mine, and was, to all intents and purposes, a very 
human hand—white, soft, fleshly, like any hand, and 
belonged, I should say, to a man. It indicated a 
desire to write mé a message if I would hold a pad 
on the shoulder of the gentleman who sat next the 
medium. I most cheerfully complied with the wish 
and was highly plessed with the idea, for nothing 
would giv me greater pleasure than to receive a gen- 
uin communication from the world unseen. The 
hand grasped a pencil firmly and wrote two lines, 
one of which was in this wise: “This is new to 
me——” The rest was undistinguishable ; the name 
was a scrawl that is impossible to decipher. 

I was permitted to look into the cabinet. I saw 
only the instruments of music, one of which, the 
guitar, was turned over while I looked, without appar- 
ent contact of hands. The management of the 
séance within the eabinet purported to be by Mr. 
George Christy, & deceased minstrel. It was in 
nearly all respects similar to like séances given years 
ago by the Davenports, Eddys, and later by Mrs. 
Huntoon and Bridge, of Boston. 

I came away no wiser than I went. I do not 
labor under the impression that the manifestations 
were by disembodied beings. I had no such impres- 
sion. True, the appearances were mysterious and 
marvelous, but, I dare say, could they be honestly ` 
and sincerely explained by those who do know how 
they are performed, there would be no marvel or 
mystery at all. The “spirits” had a grand opportu- 
nity to demonstrate that they were actual spirits. 
They neglected to do so, and I am as much in the 
dark as ever. Had they chosen—that is, allowing 
they are actual spirits of the dead—to hav given me 
one iota of proof, I would hav published it to the 


world with pleasure. 


spirit world. . 
About 10 o'clock the séance closed. Mr. Keeler, 


stationed at the door, received the usual fees, and, if 


I mistake not, there was a roguish twinkle in his eye 
as I bade him good.night, which seemed to say as 
plainly as words, “I know that I know, and I know 
thet the others do not know.” 

Mr. Keeler is making a good living. He has a 
brighi wife and a charming little boy, as sweet a 
child as I hav ever seen. Susan H. Wrxon. 


$e —— ——À 


A Provisional Hypothesis of Another Life. 


Broraer Maopowmanp: You say: “If Mr. Keeler 
can do what Mr. Burr and Mr. Ten Eyck credit him 
with doing, it is a trifle singular that he should flatly 
refuse to giv Mr. MeArihur and the Editor a sitting 
under the simple conditions imposed by the latter.” 

Yea, it is unfortunate. But do you mean to say 
that the medium himself refused? or was it his spirit 
guide, who calls himself George Christy? Out of a 
great multitude who hav gone to Mr. Keeler for 
siate-writing, I hav heard of only three or four fail- 
ures to get tests, including your own. And the dis- 
appointed applicants were Spiritualists, like Mr. 
McArthur. Now, what motiv can Mr. Keeler hav to 
refuse to anyone the ordinary test, when by so doing 
he loses his fea? And many of us know how capri- 
cious “ George Christy " frequently is. 

Do not understand me as receiving from these 
phenomena indubitable assurances of another life. 
T only say that the hypothesis of another life appears 
to bo the only rational one by which to account for 
these phenomena. I therefore accept it provisionally 
and dispassionately, ready at any time to abandon it 
for any more rational hypothesis. I sometimes ques- 
tion whether this life is worth living, and if it is not, 
may I not rationally ask, “ Is another life worth hav- 
ing?” Burr. 


od 


Hindooism. 


The origin of the Hindoos is very ancient, and can 
be carried back considerably more than one thousand 
years before Christ. They came probably from the 
north, and were not, as now, vegetarians. 

Their religion as taught in the Vedas is apparently 
contradictory. It is nob so in fact. During their 
invasion of Punjab, eto., they assimilated the religions 
of those whom they conquered—hence the ap- 
parent contradictions. 

The Indians’ gods were originally sun-gods. Not 
understanding the natural phenomena arovnd them, 
they personified that which they did not understand, 
and placed a god behind almost every natural object. 
The idea of a god was to them a convenient peg on 
which they hung theirignorance. They srenotalonein 
thisrespect. They havno doubt been misrepresented 
by some who ought to hav known that there is 
nothing indecent in their religion. Nude figures do 
not always convey the idea of immorality. Their 
beautiful climate no doubt contributed its share to 
their sun and nature worship. The sun as 
god is far better than the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament, for men did not receive from him warmth, 
light, and life. And their gods of the air were badly 
copied by the author of the Christian system. In 
the early stage of nearly all religions natural phe- 
nomena play a prominent part. This is seen in Eng- 
Jand even to-day, when we speak of Father Thames, 
Old Sol, etc. A long period of time must hav 
elapsed before this stage of civilization was reached. 

After sun-worship three gods seem to hav come into 
existence; this forme the origin of the Hindoo trinity 
—god-creator, god-preserver, god-destroyer. Their 
gods of the sky hav been alluded to. And few 
things are so beautiful and tender as their personifi- 
cation of the dawn of day. In fact, their best teach- 
ings only teach the personification of nature, and 
these will bear a favorable comparison with those of 
Christianity. i - 

On comparing Hindooism and Christianity we 
quickly discover that the Hindoos' ideas are not our 
ideas; that their morality is not our morality ; that 
their idea of a god is not our ideaofa god. Thisarises 
chiefly because we view nature from different stand- 
points, and consequently we get different ideas. 

Much has been said about the car of Juggernaut 
crushing the devotees of the Hindoo Christ, and 
much has been spoken falsely. The truth of Jug- 
gernaut is not known. But the story itself proves 
it is untrue, because the followers of Juggernaut are 
those of Vishnu, the preserver. Thus the story is a 
self-detected lie. 

The kindness of the Hindoos to their women is 
proverbial, while a glance at the Christian newspapers 
will tell our tale of shame. 

Their abstinence from the sin of deception is an- 
other marked f.aiure of their creed, while the iives 
of Obristian monsters like Olive and Warren Has- 
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As now, I feel I hav only wit- 
neased some cleverly performed tricks without the 
privilege of seeing how they were performed. Oould 
I hav had permission to sit within the cabinet during 
the performance I would assuredly hav discovered 
the modus operandi alleged to belong solely to the 


tings only prove how much superior Hindooism is 
compared with Christianity. 

The Golden Rule supposed to hav been taught by 
Jesus Christ, was known to the Hindoos one thou- 
sand years before he was born, and will liv after 
Christianity has become forgotten. 

All that is good and noble and beautiful in the 
Bible was known to these “pagan” Hindoos. We 
connot teach them the good and the beautiful. They 
teach us. Rost. J. Murray. 

Nottingham, Eng. 


a 
A Bundle of Interesting Questions. 


In an address, recently delivered before the Lib- 
eral League in Newark, N. J., by Sereno E. Todd, of 
Orange, he said: 

Now, in conclusion, I propose to propound a few 
respectful questions, which you can answer after you 
hev gone home. A child, you know, can ask numer- 
ous questions, in childish simplicity, any one of 
which will silence any theologian. 

A little girl said to her father: “ Pa, does God tell 
you what to write in your sermons?” “Yes, my 
child. The great creator of heaven and earth con- 
desosnds to tell your papa what to write.” “ Then 
what makes you scratch out some of it?" the child 
inquired. Now, if the all-wise creator who made all 
things—who is the author of thought and language 
—should write a book, would if not be a perfect 
literary production? Would a perfect author of lan- 
guage write a book that would be full of ungram- 
matical, unrhetorical, and unsyntactical sentences, 
and full of unphilosophical statements? Do you 
think that mortal man would be so wise that he could 
criticise such a book? If the Bible was dictated by 
the great creator to a reporter, or an amanuensis 
(which I do not deny), what right has anyone to 
change, to edit out or edit in, a single word? In 
the last chapter of the New Testament we find this 
impressiv declaration: “If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book ; and if any man shall 
take away from the worda of this book, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life and out of 
the holy city.” Now, what right has any. mortal man 
to say that God failed to write that book in intelli- 
gible and understandable language? 

I always observed Sunday, because I was taught 
from childhood that it was the holy Sabbath of the 
Lord. The long and monotonous sanctity of the 
day hung heavily on one of my little sons, when he 
said tremblingly, “ Pa, I'm such a little feller, if I 
should go ouf a little while and play ‘jack-stones,’ 
if I didn’t whoop and holler, do you think God 
would care?” That is not an idle and silly question. 
Let us render an honest answer. Suppose the chil- 
dren all over the country should hold picnics and 
play ball all day every Sunday, would God care? 
Suppose all the places of business were thrown open 
every Sunday, just as they are on any other day of 
the week, would God care? Would the sun cease to 
rise in his wonted splendor and never go down sgain 
with all his gorgeous beauty? Would the silver 


moon discontinue her journeys through the skies? 


Would the vicissitudes of the seasons and changes of 
the year pass away and return no more to cheer and 
gladden the hearts of unhappy mortals? Ifa tiller 
of the soil Should go out every day and curse his 
fields and his seed, and pray that rust, mildew, 
drouth, and hailstones might blast the labor of his 
hands, would God care? Do you think God would 
care whether you and I quench our thirst with pure 
water right from the mountain spring or with a full 
goblet of prussic acid? Do you think that. God 
cares one dime whether my wife and baby and I go 
out to the wild, old woods on Sunday, and hold a 
little picnic (as we often do), or go to church and 
mutter the hypocritical cant, “Hav mercy upon us, 
migerable sinners?” If that force, that power, that 
energy, or that electricity (call it God if you prefer), 
which spake a universe from naught, cared one iota 
whether we work or play, curse or pray, on the holy 
Sabbath day, would he not hav painted in rainbow 
colors across the Arctic sky, where everyone on earth 
could read, the impressiv words, “Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy?" If devotees of pleas- 
ure and industrious laborers should incur the dis- 
pleasure of the great creator of heaven and earth by 
violating the sanctity of Sunday, would he not be 
likely to crack a thunderbolt, or a thousand of them, 
over the devoted heads of such miserable sinners? 
I pause for a reply. 


—— tO 
How He Would Hav Made the World. 


Colonel Ingarsoll at the Lotus Club Anniversary, March 22d. 


Sometimes I think, and especially when I am at a 


meeting where they hav what they call reminiscences, 
that a world with death in it isa mistake. 


that there was no escape? 


called life. 
end. The last thing you know you are alive, and the 
last thing that wil happen to you is the curtain, not 
falling, but the curtain rising on another thought, so 
that as far as your consciousness is concerned you 
will and must liv forever. 
when he commenced, and no man can remember 
when he ends. 
both eternities, the one past and the one to come, 
and it is delightful to me to feel satisfied, and to 
feel in my own heart, that I can never be certain that 
I hav seen the faces I love for the Jast time. 


What 
would you think of a man who built a railroad know- 
ing that every passenger was to be killed —knowing 
What would you think 
of the cheerfulness of the passengers if every one 
knew that at some station, the name of which had 
not been called out, there was & hearse waiting for 
him; backed up there, horses fighting flies, driver 
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whistling, waiting for you? Is it not wonderful 
that the passengers on that train really enjoy them- 
selva? Is it not magnificent that every one of these 
under perpetual sentence of death after all can dim- 
ple their cheeks with laughter; that we, every one 
doomed to become dust, can yet meet around this 
table as full of joy as spring is full of life, as full of 
hope as the heavens are full of stars? I tell you we 
hav got & good deal of pluck. 

And yet, after all, what would this world be with- 
out death? It may be from the fact that we are all 
victims, from the fact that we are all bound by com- 
mon fate: it may be that friendship and love are 
born of this fact, but whatever the fact is, I am 
perfectly satisfied that the highest possible philoso- 


phy is to enjoy to-day, not regretting yesterday, nor 
fearing to-morrow. [Applause.] So, let us suck 
this orange of life dry, so h 

we can politely say to him, “ You are welcome to the 
peelings. 


hat when death does come, 
What little there was we hav enjoyed.” 


But there is one splendid thing about the play 
Suppose that when you die that is the 


No man can remember 


As far as we are concerned we liv 


When I am at such a gathering as this I almost 


wish I had had the making of the world. What a 
world I would hav made! 
ness would hav been the only sin; melancholy 


In that world unhappi- 


the only crime; joy the only virtue. And whether 
there is another world nobody knows. Nobody can 
affirm it; nobody ean deny it. Nobody can collect 
tolls from me, claiming that he owns a turnpike 


‘fapplause], and nobody can certainly say that the 


crooked path that I follow, beside which many roses 
are grown, does not lead to that place. He doesn’t 
know. But if there is such a place, I hope that all 
good fellows will be welcome. 


— 9-4—9——————— 


Lectures and Meetings. 
W. 8. Bzrr's permanent address is Box 199, Oakland, Cal. 
Dre. Lewis G. Jangs will lecture before the Manhattan 


Liberal Club on next Friday evening; subject, “ Ultimate 
Social Tendencies.” Dr. Janes is always welcome at the 
club, as he never fails to provide aninstructiv and entertain- 
ing lecture. Place of meeting, 220 East 15th street. 


C. B. REvsorps, secretary Washington Secular Union, is 
in the remorseless clutches of La Grippe. The disease fiend 
has got the under hold and prevents the possibility of at- 
tending -to correspondence or other duties. Yet a little 
while and he hopes to overcome. In the mean time he asks, 
not the prayers, but the patience of friends, and especially 
the Liberals of Washington. Copies of the cons‘itution of 
the Washington Secular Union and certificates of member- 
ship will be mailed as soon as La Grippe can be induced to 
relax his hold. Meantime, all letters, applications for mem- 


bership, etc., addressed to the office and headquarters of the 
Washington Secular Union, 1,526 Sixth street, Seattle, 


Wash., will be sure of the earliest possible attention. 
— 9 -.—— — — — 
An Opinion on the Annual, 
From Saladin's Agnostic Journal. 

The TRuTE SERKER ANNUAL for 1890 is to hand, and is 
quite up to the mark of previous years; and how high that 
mark was is known to & number of our readers. The most 
noteworthy paper is entitled the ‘‘ Middle Ages,” and is, we 
believe, from the pen of the most successful of Freethought 
editors, E. M. Macdonald. The article is a succinct and 
readable miniature of Draper’s '* Conflict Between Religion 
and Science," and is usefully illustrated wita quaint en- 
gravings. We may enrich our own columns by the repro- ` 
duction of this article. The versatil Miss Helen Gardener 
contributes a well-written tale, “ The Boler House Mystery ;” 
and our friend, J. E. Remsburg, of “ Bible Morals” celeb- 
rity, bursts forth into a meritorious poem full of sweet and 
simple pathos. 


to 


* Serr first the kingdom of heaven.”—“ Lay not 
up for yourselva treasures on earth.”—“ If thou wilt 
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and giv to the. 
poor, and thou shalt hav treasures in heaven.”— 
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man giv in exchange for his soul *"—Think of 
this, Yankees !—“ Verily I say unto you, if ye hav 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place ; and 
it shall remove ; and nothing shall be impossible unto 
you.” Think of repeating these things toa New Eng- 
land audience ! thirdly, fourthly, fifthly, till there are 
three barrels of sermons. Who, without cant, can 
read them aloud? Who, without cant. hear them 
and not go out of the meeting-house ?— Thoreau. 

—— ae 


Lone as I hav lived, and many blasphemers as I 
hav heard and seen, I hav never yet heard or wit- 
nessed any direot and conscious blasphemy or irrev- 
erence ; but of indirect and habitual, enough. Where 
is the man who is guilty of direct and personal inso- 
lence to him that made him ?— Thoreau. 
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Communications, 


The Self-Sufficiency of Nature. 


In Harper's Magazine for February Mr. Edison, 
the eminent inventor, expresses views concerning the 
nature of matier, and of a God, which deserve more 
than a passing notice, and as I hav sought in vain 
for some “defender of the faith” to take up the 
gauntlet thus defiantly thrown down to Materialists, 
I hav decided to buckle on my armor and enter the 
lists to measure swords with him on the points at 
issue. 

What strikes the reader as the most vulnerable 
part of his views is their flagrant contradiction. In 

_his preliminary remarks he expresses opinions Goin- 
ciding with those of the most advanced thinkers, but 
while his reason still soars in realms of the sublimest 
altitude, he suddenly suffers a collapse into “ innocu- 
ous desuetude ” by falling back upon the assumption 
of s personal God to extricate himself out of the 
quandary he finds himself in by “peeking” behind 
the curtains of “Dame Nature’s” laboratory. While 
his views of the nature of atoms would entitle him 
to rank as one of the foremost .champions of Mate- 
rialism, he suddenly turns from his exalted position 
by accepting the God-idea, not recognizing the fal- 
lacy of adding the far greater mystery of God's 
existence or origin to the lesser one of the universe, 
a mode of reasoning fit only for the immature brain 
of primitiv man. ! i 

But let his words speak for themselvs. “I do not 
believe," he says, “ that matter is inert, aoted upon 
by an outside force. To me it seems that matter is 
possessed cf a certain amount of primitiv intelligence. 
Look at the thousand ways in which atoms of 
hydrogen combine with those of other elements, 
forming the most diverse substance. Do you mean 
to say that they do this without intelligence? 
Atoms in harmonious and useful relation assume 
beautiful and interesting shapes and colors, or giv 
forth a pleasant perfume as if expressing their satis- 
faction. In sickness, death, decomposition, or filth, 
the disagreement of the component particles makes 
itself felt by bad odors Gathered together in certain 
forms, the atoms constitute animals of the lower or- 
ders, finaily combining in man, who represents the 
total intelligence of all atoms.” 

After having thus given utterance to most sublime 
truths, he destroys the whole when the portentous 
question is asked him, “And where did this intelli- 
gence in atoms come from originally?” by replying, 
“From some power greater than ourselvs,” qualify- 
ing this rather vague statement—for all believe that 
nature is greater then ouraelvs—by adding that he 
believes “in an intelligent creator, a personal God, 
and that the existence of such & God can almost be 
proved by chemistry.” 

What a pity that such proof is not forthcoming 
and millions of honest truth seekers thereby saved 
from perdition (?. If Mr. Edison has any regard 
for the spiritual welfare of these sincere doubters in 
the existence of a personal God he will drop electric- 
ity for a while and proceed forthwith to make the 
necessary preparations for demonstrating such exist- 

- ence by chemical analysis. 

The world will thank him for it, but none more so 
than unbelievers. Methinks that if it is almost 
demonstrable without effort, a great responsibility 
rests upon him for not bringing it to a successful 
issue. . 

I labor under the impression, however, that the 
reason the effort is not made, is, that he, as well as 
his co-religionists, fear that it would demonstrate 
the God-idea to be the monster delusion of the world. 

What instances he cites concerning the nature of 
atoms affirm the self-sufficiency of nature, and this 
renders a power above it a superfluity, a perfectly 
` useless adjunct. He admits that matter is not inert, 
and that it is not acted upon by an outside force, 
which is tantamount to saying that it has the prin- 
ciple of force and life within it. If this inherent 
potency is not aexed upon by an extraneous force, it 
is self-actiog, and being admissibly self-intelligent, 
at least to the extent of exercising its judgment in 
the selection of its mates, and in forming alliances 
with other individual or corporate bodies of atoms, 
what need is there of a God or extraneous force to 
prompt them to action? Being possessed of the 
capacity to act, Mr. Edison admits, it need not 
be acted upon by an outside force, but as he winds 
up with asserting that such force in the person of a 
God exists, what reason has he for such belief (that 
does not increase mysteries) when his own words show 
that matter can act and build up the universe with- 
out a God? 

For is it not evident that by adding a God to the 

universe it complicates matters instead of solving 
them ? 
- If matter were inert, then, indeed, would we be 
warranted in assuming a God to set it in motion, 
although his origin or nature would then hav to be 
explained as well as now, but as it is teeming with 
life and governed by judgment, it cannot fail to act 
and build up the world, 


Àn omnipotent hand would be required to prevent 
its action, but such interference not existing, the 
world is the result. 

Mr. Edison, therefore, by his admission of the 
potency and intelligence of matter acting independ- 
ently of an extraneous force demonstrates that his 
presumed God is a useless concomitant to nature, 
or rather that the latter, being this primitiv judg- 
ment and potency of “matter,” or force, is “God.” 

Mr. Edison's belief in the primitiv intelligence of 
8toms is not original with bim, I having advanced and 
elucidated it over ten years ago. This mind in atoms 
cannot be anything but the very lowest form of con- 
sciousness, and a capacity to recognize and perceive 
the individuality and sex of other atoms that may be 
within the reach of this their very limited sense of 
perception. For that the dual principle of poeitiv 
and negativ, or male and female, forces pervading 
nature must hav its origin in the sexuality of atoms, 
seems to me self-evident. If atoms were sexless, 
they would then, indeed, be inert, without any tend- 
ency or desire to act and form copartnerships with 
other congenial atoms; attraction and repulsion 
would be out of the question, impossible. They 
would all be exactly alike, the result of which would 
be that if they did aggregate into bodies there would 
be no diversity between them, except in bulk. And 
again, if atoms were not possessed of the property of 
sex, they could not impart or transmit it to any of 
their offspring, it being evident that atoms could not 
convey what they are devoid of themselvs. And the 
same deductions apply to the intelligence of atoms, 
they not being capable of manifesting it in their 
higher formations if their components were absolutely 
devoid of it. Hence I say that where the male and 
female principle underlies all organic bodies—and 
who will say which are not organic, even the atoms 
of the diamond teeming with life, motion, and intel- 
ligence?—the germ of it must be found within their 
constituent particles. 

But we will go further than this and say that sex 
and intelligence must be inseparably connected. It 
is no more conceivable that sex and its conditions 
and consummations should exist in atoms without a 
certain degree of consciousness and judgment being 
connected with it than that such judgment should 
exist without sex. For what but sexual conditions 
could prompt atoms to exercise the judgment con- 
ceded by Mr. Edison? What else do they require in 
their primitiv state but the necessity of selecting 
their mates aud uniting in harmonious bodies? And 
that no sexual selection and consummation can take 
place, even in atoms, without perception and judg- 
ment, seems self-evident. If perception and judg- 
ment did not exist, no selection of congenial atoms 
could take place. 

Sex is the most powerful condition of atoms, mind 
only an accessory. It is the primary principle of 
nature, and from it sprang all formations of the uni- 
verse. It being the predominant condition of atoms 
explains why it is also by far the most powerful in 
all animal organisms. This latter being conceded by 
all, is it reasonable to suppose that sex could be ab- 
sent in what gave them being ? 

And is it therefore & matter for wonderment that 
from atoms thus imbued with judgment and creativ 
power sprang the diversified beings whose existence 
now, at this period of our plavet’s life, strikes such 
awe in the inquisitiv mind of the untutored beholder ? 

And all because modest Dame Nature is under- 
rated, and the credit she deserves as the creator of 
all given to figments of man’s imagination. 

Nature is therefore the only real, true God, but 
instead of deifying her, the throne to which she is 
entitled is temporarily filled by phantoms and myths 
begotten of ignorance and nurtured by the fanaticism 
of versatil man. 

“ Versatil” because of the numerous myths which 
formerly haunted heaven and earth only one is 
allowed to remain, and his days are numbered. 

Nature, as embodied in the infinit creating and in- 
telligent atoms, will then ascend the throne so long 
withheld from her, and she will hold undisputed 
sway, for no one will deny her existence or question 
her authority as the mistress of the universe. 

Mr. Edison admits that atoms are prompted to 
action by their own inherent intelligence, that they 
act their own pleasure regardless of the weal or woe 
of other bodies, as is shown in the clashing of dis- 
cordant elements, and the awift destruction that often 
overtakes them, but where can he see any signs of 
eee interference in this simple atomic ac- 

ion? 

There is no reason to presume that there is mind 
in nature superior to the “ primitiv intelligence” of 
atoms conceded by Mr. Edison. The deist regards 
what he calis the “ wonderfully adapted conditions " 
giving birth and sustenance to organic beings as 
“prima facie evidence of intelligent design, not rec- 
ognizing that they are but the inevitable result of 
the efforts of atoms to adjust themselvs or conform 
to prevailing conditions and that all formations 
could therefore not be different than they are. 

* But,” say some, “how can such low form of 
judgment culminate in the reason of man?’ Ian- 
swer, through the law of development. The very 


! 
exercise of this judgment—and it is eternally exer- 


cised—tends to develop it. The likes and dislikes, 
or to use a stronger term, the loves and hates, of 
atoms, bay & constant tendency to develop judgment 
or intelligence. And the desire to seek and com- 
plete congenial alliances, which gave birth to every 
formation in space, is the first effort of nature to 
accomplish a certain end, and has within it, through 
the concerted action of atoms, the potency to evolve 
ini^ the highest order of intelligence. 

But as intelligent design is a function of the brain, 
no such design can be possible outside of it.. The 
action of atoms, being limited to a union of forces, if 
congenial requires no such function though the germ 
be in it, hence nature in her totality, being devoid of 
developed brain power, can therefore not possess the 
jvdgment capable of being exercised by & being thus 
endowed. 

And as for supernatural intelligence, is not the 
unrestrained force exerted by nature in producing 
earthquakes, tornadoes, conflagrations, epidemios, 
floods, and other destructiv phenomena evidence 
that she is not thus governed by a higher power? 

Why is the world filled with misery untold, both 
saints and sinners being indiscriminately subjected 
to the fury of discordant elements, if an omnipotent 
power exists that could place the antagonistic forces 
of nature under control? 

We hear of the ‘merciful dispensation of provi- 
dence,” but wherein did it manifest itself during the 
horrors of the Ashtabula disaster, allowing noted 
revivalists and others of ' God's own people” to be 
penned up in the burning cars and slowly roasted to 
death? Where was the omnipotent hand that could 
avert such a catastrophe ? 

And where was the “overruling providence” that 
could avert.the Johnstown flood and save thousands 
of “images of God” from being drowned like rats, 
and hundreds from being incinerated in the wrecks 
of the burning buildings? 

And where is the “intelligent design" that per- 
mits not a day to pass without human beings being 
crushed to death by the score or allowed to suffer 
agonies that appall the stoutest hearts ? 

Perhaps, if Mr. Edison will ponder over these 
remarks, he may comprehend the magnitude of the 
task of proving by chemical analysis the existence of 
a being to be found only in the imagination of man. 

In the harmonious arrangements of atoms assum- 
ing useful relations and beautiful shapes and colors, 
as well as in everything conduciv to the generation 
and sustenance of life, we oan behold the self suffi- 
cient power of nature to produce these harmonious 
results, but in the destruction which may overtake 
her formations at any time we hav evidence of the 
absence of an overruling, intelligent mind. 

Marengo, Ill., March 10, 1889. H. WETTSTEIN. 

P. S. —I noticed the following in a scientific jour- 
nal of recent date, corroborativ of my views concerr- 
ing the sexual nature of atoms: 

THE SEXUALITY OF ATOMS. 

Mr. Mason Kinne is a quiet gentleman who has lived for 
many years in San Francisco. He is an enthusiastic member 
of the Microscopical Society, ac honorary member of several 
foreign scientific societies, and contributes to several journals. 
Some time ago he declared that he had sexuality in atoms— 
that is, after examining the smallest fragments of inorganic 
matter, he had discovered certain traces that led him to 
believe that all atoms are either male or female, and repro- 
ducetheirspecies. Theimportance of such a discovery cannot 
be estimated. If verified, and Mr. Kinne is confident that it 
can be verified, it means the revelation to science of a new 
alphabet for geology, chemistry, ard philosophy. Ww 

H. W. 


———— — 9-4 —— ——— —— 
Character. 


When we consider how varisd are the religious 
systems which attempt to define the formation of 
character, it cannot any longer be a source of sur- 
prise that men should endeavor to escape from this 
bondage. It will be found that religionists gener- 
ally leave the natural selection and appropriation in 
makers of morality out of their régime. They pay 
little or no heed to those laws of nature, and the 
constitution thereof which signalize conduct. Ecele- 
siastics leave their things at the door of hereditary 
transmission and place their workings as the se- 
quence of diabolical rulings. There are also those 
who treat this question of character with the 
coarsest ridicule. These are content to protect them- 
selvs——ay they consider—from ail ideas which seek to 
adjust man’s responsibility to & personal agency. I 
may, with truthfulness, be ssid that such minds look 
with the greatest derision and aversion upon those 
whe claim the right to challenge existing codes. 
But it cannot be said that that which is claimed is 
beyond the limits of substantiation, as from the 
realm of experience material is gained for this ob- 
ject. Solong as we find in man powers of adaptation, 
concentration, and material for self-realization, slong 
these lines the claims for the naturalness of moral 
endeavors are firmly established. This should be 
the basis of appeals to men, for by the relationships 
of morals to law we are able to discern the degree of 
our responsibility. We must not overlook the fact 
that men’s environments contribute largely to the 
formation of character. These are conduciv to the 
realization of one of two extremes. From them, and 
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the life's affiliation thereto, all the minor and major 


moral strictures are derived. 


But in the realm of experience it has been proved 


that men may rise, through the exercise of natural 
faculties, out of their environments, becoming su- 
perior to them. This is the product of obedience to 
intuitions which take the form of appeals. Thus a 
more exhilarating moral atmosphere is reached, which 
is found to be most helpful to yet fuller development 
of the moral nature. As an example of the forego- 
ing we will take two poles of existence, or mental 
and moral intelligence. By observation we shall find 
these to be qualities, or states of qualities. The con- 
servativ operations of each work the relationship of 
the whole to moral law. We observe that the com- 
ponent parts of these extremes in their order are 
such as befit their position; in no way are the ex- 
tremes assimilated; each extreme is driven by its 
legislativ power into the position it is qualified to 
hold. These poles are known as Purity aad Impur- 
ity. It ia the question of like begetting like. A 
little reflection will mark the truthfulness of this ar- 
gument, for by the process of attraction or repulsion, 
when the mind is brought into the region of either 
of the poles we make, or determin our selection. 

On extending our methed of illustration into our 
family circles we find a mass of material ready to 
hand whereby we are furnished with proofs in favor 
of our argument. When these are pure, having for 
environments every complement which goes toward 
increasing the worth of character, then our little 
realms reap the benefit of example, inculeation, and 
surroundings. By the mental act of contrasting the 
pure models and atmosphere with those which are 
impure, the power over the subjects is manifestly in- 
creased. Provided with the beautiful in morals, 
forees thus concentrate themselvs upon young life 
which become irresistible. As we watch the gra- 
cious growth of adaptation, concentration, and ap- 
propriation, we are enabled to forecast the character 
which these young lives will sustain in years that are 
to come. 

Objections are constantly being raised to this rule, 
and the attention is pointed to iives which hav not 
benefited by this moral atmosphere. The answer 
is, This is so. With much regret it has to be ad- 
mitted. But to be faithful in the discharge of duty 
another step must be taken, and it also musi be laid 
down that the exceptions prove the rule, as the se- 
lestions were made in after years through insuffi- 
ciency of past inculoations—or maybe examples. It 
is not enough for purpose of future moral integrity 
that the young life has only surrounding to fall 
back upon; but we find that the response to Impure 
attractions came from parts which hav been left un- 
touched by insulcation or examples, and these weak 
parts of the moral organism were the points of 
attack. This may hav been a forgotten or a neglected 
duty—3 duty devolving upon the custodians of these 
individuals in question— passed over either in igno- 
rance of its importance, or willful disregard. Another 
answer comes to this objection, viz., Let the inculca- 
tions, examples, or surroundings be never 80 pure in 
early years, thera is a duty which these lives owe to 
the past, and providing this be neglected and the life 
be wilfully placed, in years to come, in and among 
environments which are Impure, the Pure moral ten- 
dencies are, one by one, lessened in their power over 
the life through the pernicious influences of Impure 
associations. : 

Numberless instances could be cited to prove the 
foregoing if space allowed. From two instances only 
we should be able to substantiate the statements 
already made. The poles suggested are those of 
Temperance and Morality, and we could furnish 
evidence from our own observation to satisfy all rea- 
sonable demands made upon us. To the custodians 
of young life the appeal is made and the warning 
uttered. "Upon the young depends the whole weight 
of morals in the distant future. Surround the early 
years with all things which besr the hall-mark of 
integrity. By practices stamp high, moral lessons 
upon the young mind. Show from the realm of 
others’ experience the blessings of right selections. 
Teach how to shun base and brute appeals, as one of 
morals’ purest safeguards. Remember that cohesion 
necessary in all undertakings to prove these things, 
and, unless this be a leading factor, unmixed results 
cannot be hoped for. - 

An opportunity is taken to assert the following 
thesis, and it will be found to be infallible in its 
teaching: The appeal to the life is twofold; there- 
fore the measure of moral dignity depends upon 
moral selection. 

It may also be assorted that there are environ- 
ments of the most impure character which, even to 
minds cradled therein, hav no attraction. The mind 
by intuition sees the emptiness of these appeals. 
The faculty of judgment has been seen to diserimi- 
nate the difference betwixt the two poles of being. 
Reflection and contrast hav done their noble work. 
These are the means by which higher appeals find a 
response in the life; even the aspirationg hav been 
rich inspirations—touchstones—calling into exist- 
ence powers which were lying dormant. 

It is not every man who can thus assert an individ- 


life. 
higher price. : 
factors which are foreign to the moral ideal, whereby 


woes around us which press so heavily upon the lives 
of men, and by means which are natural and reme- 


then shall the character of maz be lovelier and more 
heavenly. l 


a foreign element into the natura of man, whereby 
in the name of goodness she has attempted to lessen 


ual character. 


uality over and above these lesser appeals. To them 
it is a deprivation, not a depravation. But given the 
mental qualities, giv the conditions befitting mind's 
dignity, eolleot if you will all the purest moral forces 
at your command, exemplify their importance by 
means of inculcation, lead or mold these lives, and 
according to the laws of nature from you will flow 
power to enrich your fellows. Thus like will beget 
its correlativ. By like affinities you will raise, 
purify others, bringing forth results of great import- 
BCE. 

There is a store of valuable matter in this theme 
which will alleviate the moral woes of society and 
hasten the day of fuller moral achievements. These 
practical aspects must beget a profound respect for 
the factor of personal responsibility in the drama of 
Thair beauty engrosses the thoughtful at every 
step, aud the community will value character at a 


When our religious teachers discard their imported 


they seek to alleviate the personal and accumulated 
dies which are in us endeavor to raise their fellows, 
Religion has dealt too long in the importation of 


the ills of social organisms and the woes of individ- 
Into the realm of moral legislation 
she has marched clad in the garb of theology, and 
she has left the nobler principles of naturalness to 
be trampled upon by her minions. Much as men may 
try to impress a community with the sublimity of 
their conceptions and the feasibility of their plans, 
much ag men may endeavor to gain the assent of one 
individual character even to the purer principles of 
naturalism, until men and women are persuaded that 
the modus operandi of perfecting character, as taught 
by lay and cleric, is ‘sutomatic in its inclination, 
whereby, to use another expression, they are led to 
allow the field of character to grow that which is not 
the outcome of natural seed, no hope of a fuller 
recognition of natural laws can be indulged in. 

One feature of appsal which is made to men is not 
clearly understood by them when dressed in the garb 
of theologie ethics. It cannot be expected that it 
could be understood, neither do the guardians of this 
phase of religious ethics wish it to be understood. 


All aots of conduct are relegated to the effete cers- 
monies of the Israslitish nation, In their buik and 


simpleness also ail these things affecting character 


are Isid upon one principle, and from this source it 
is argued that a renewing graciousness comes. 
and again you are permitted to return to this source 


Again 


after having repeatedly indulged iu those things 
which you hav deplored. With the same regularity 
as a Catholic devotee seeks the shelter of the confes- 
sional, you are invited to return for pardon and in- 
dulgense. This is the foreign element already spoken 
of, to which exception is now taken. Repeatedly is 
it necessary to utter protests in the name of nature 
against these ignorant, selfish, unnatural, and idiotic 
usages which hav been commented upon. 

Many will teke exceptions to these statements. 
This is anticipated. But instead of the remarks now 
made being of an injurious character, they will no 
doubt prove exceedingly beneficial, inasmuch as they 
stimulate thought and earnest investigation. When 
persons are led to examin carefully the weighty avgu- 
ments supporting our position which will present 
themselvs through the medium of comparison, at the 
same time taking exceeding great care to answer ail 
the inquiries made upon the mind, the knowledge of 
these mattera will show how disastrous to man’s best 
interests is the importation of foreign elements dealt 
in by theology, and which is said to cure all the ills 
of morals. 

Everything in character is formed or made up of 
eauso and effect. Though influences at first be 
slight, by frequent application fores is gained, there- 
fore we become either mora! gianis or moral wreck. 
This is in the exaot order of our obedience to or dis- 
obedienee of moral laws and natural principles. 

The appeal of our teachers is not to that which is 
man, but to that which is not man. Now the laws of 
health demand thsi men shall conform to their rul- 
ing if they are to enjoy happiness, freedom from 
sickness or premature death. Mental laws demand 
& due exercise of precautionary methods if men sre 
to retain their intellectual vigor or arrive at mental 
superiority. Also the laws of the moral realm call 
for a recognition of their power and all exercise of 
due discreetness, so that in all things man may watch 
against an obedience to those base tendencies which 
lead to moral decay. The appeals are made to man 
in the name of man, and according to their order 
warnings, nay, threats, are often uttered. 

The thoughtful among us are beginning to turn to 
philosophie data, and upon these they are determin- 
ing the position of mind and morals. Philosophy 
teaches the Iaws of being, it relegates all to natural- 
ness, and no margin is left for that which is antago- 
nistic to nature. Upon this alone it may be fairly 


choose. 
belief preach the teneis of their respectiv echools 
from their colored rostrums, and in their way em- 
.phasize their views of life and man’s position therein, 
not one of these utterances can abate one tithe, nor 
indeed will it alter man’s responsibility to natural 
law. Nothing can lessen our obligations, though an 
army of popes, bishops, priests, and descons should 
offer & thousand pardons and as many indulgences. 
“Call a spade a spada,” is a maxim well worth the 
consideration of theologians. 
law, law, and consequenses, consequences.” 
these men show us how great are our natural opac- 
ities, making their appeals direct to the sense of re- 
sponsibility, then will they stir the hidden depihs of 
character, and a response will be heard coming from 
the life, small though at first its voice may 


claimed the only grounds of rasponsibility can be de- 
termined. 

Character is purely democratic in its legislation. 
Under this régime every part is fully represented be- 
fore the bar of conscicusness. | Votes of approval or 
disapproval upon all acts of conduct and upon every 
desire are passed. 

Whatever we may think upon this: great question 
of responsibility, let others teach what doetrin they 
Let men of the many shades of theologic 


To them we say, “ Call 
Let 


be. 


Crrtus 
o 


To Connecticut Liberais. 
To raz ÉprroR or Tas Trura Szzkzn, Sir: With 


your kind permission, I would like to address a 
few words to the Liberals of 
through the columns of Tas TauvH Seucer. In 
the perusal of the leading Freethought papers for 
the past fifteen years, the writer has been unpleas- 
antly impressed with the apparent indifference of Con- 
necticut Liberals, as evinced by the fact that ia the 
list of contributors to Liberal objects, and in furnish- 
ing literary articles for publication, their names are 
conspicuous only by their absence, except in some 
half dozen cases. 


my nsBiiv state 


Feeling convinced that this indifference is not due 


so much to lukewarmness in the cause, as to preoc- 
eupstion in business, and that there is sny amount 
of latent enthusiasm which only needs the stimula- 
tion of association and fellowship, it has seemed 


desirable that we should mset one another for better 


acquaintance and more concentrated, action. 


To this end the writer has conceived the idea of a 
state convention of Connecticut Liberals, and of all 


who favor a total separation of church and state, and 
would like to hear from avery Liberal in Conneotiont 
with an expression of his views regarding the advis- 
ability of meeting in convention in the city of Hart- 
ford some time in the month of June next for confer- 
ence, counsel, and mutual interchange of thought. 


Prompt responses are invited, so that ample time 


may be afforded for necessary arrangements. 


J. T. KELSEY. 
Haddam, Conn., March 13, 1890. 
— oO 


Christian Effort in India. 


Ths Zablet, the principal organ of the Roman 
Catholic chureh in England, says with regard to the 
Christian mission business in India: 


The newly published official reports about the material 
and moral conditions of nativs in India, giv a very interest- 


ing contribution to the now discussed mission question. It 


appears from the figures that not alone do we, by converting 
the nativs to our belief, decidedly lower their moral status, 
but the standpoint of their natural. morality is so high that, 


although they become Christians, we cannot make them so 
immoral as we Ourselvs are. 


The figures, which show the 
comparativ moral status among the different classes, are as 
follows: 


Europeaus........... 1of 274 | Rurasier......... eese iof 509 
Nativ Obristians........ 1 709) Huhamedans........... 1, $38 
Hindoos........ eese 1 '** 1361 ! Buddbists...............1 © 3,787 


The last figure is a tribute to the noble purity of Buddh- 
ism, but the statistics impart to us here at home another 
teaching, that as regards our social life, we would do 
better, if we, for a generation or two, contributed our super- 
flous pennies and our energies to the moral improvement of 
our own countrymen, in place of trying to destroy the mo- 
rality and religion of other people, people who, in truth, 
could send us their missionaries to convert us. 

—— eo 

Yer the New Testament treats of man and man’s 
so-called spiritual affairs too exelusivly, and is too 
constantly moral and personal to alone content me, 
who am not interested solely in man’s religious or 
moral nature, or in man even. " Absolutely 
speaking, Do unto others as you would that they 
should do unto thee, is by no means a golden rule, 
but the best of surrent silver. An honest man would 
hav but little oeession for it. It is golden not to hav 
any rule at all in such a case. The bock has never 
been written which is to be accepted without any 
allowance.— Z horeau. l 

—— o 

A HEALTHY man With steady pee dien BS m 
shopping at fifty cents s cord, and a camp. in the 
att ain not bo a good subject for Christianity. 
The New Testament may be a choice book to him on 
some, but not on all or most of his days. He will 
rather go a-fishing in his leisure hours. The apos- 
tles, though they were fishers too, were of the sol- 
emn race of sea-fishers, and never trolled for pickerel 
on inland streams.—- Thoreau. 
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Pictorial Arguments Against the Church. 

We are giad toreport that the proposal to put in 
book form the cartoons that hav appeared on the 
first page of "Tux Trura Srexer meets with unquali- 
fied approval from a great many of our friends, as 
may be seen from the fcllowing letters, which are 
only a small percentage of those received. The tax 
assessor—on all but the churches—of Dunkirk 
writes : 

** Herewith find $2 for.a copy of the book containing the 
pictorial arguments against the church. Please place on 
page 1 a likeness of the Editor. Ww. H. Wyman.” 

We may put the likeness of the Artist in the book, 
and are quite willing that he shall hav the glory. 
Our work is only supplementary to his, though it 
will support his pictorial statements thoroughly. 

Mr. Thomas Bowser, of Renfrew, has not only 
bought a copy of the book, but is going to sell more 
copies for us. He says: 

‘¢ Incloged you will find an order for one of the books and 
$1 over to apply to whatever you think best. I will do all I 
can to sell more books.” 

Mr. M. P. Braffet, of Wedron, Ill, writes: 

‘‘Inclosed please find $2, for which please send me the 
book of Trurn Srexrr cartoons as soon as published. They 
are good arguments. I would like to see them continued in 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER.” 

The pictures will be continued in Toe Tavrz 
Szzrer for at least another year; there is now no 
doubt of that. 

We agree with what follows in this from Professor 
Moore, of Atlanta, Ga.: 

“Iam sure the cartoon book will be a success; and all 
lovers of liberty should hav a copy on their center-table for 
the benefit of their friends. I hav sold one copy for you 
already, and wish to obtain one for myself, so you may send 
two copies tomy address. I think I will be able to send you 
the name of a new subscriber to the paper soon, and am sure 
I can sell several copies of the book as goon as I get a cop 
to show my friends. 

“ P,§.—If you put the biblical illustrations in book form, 
I will want a copy of that work also.” 

As we said in the announcement of the cartoon 
book, if this publication is adequately encouraged, 
the Bible pictures will be gathered together. 

And we also hope with Mr. Oharles Randall, of 
Amboy, Ill. 

* Find inclosed express money-order for $2, for which 
forward me one copy, When ready, of THz TRUTH BEEKER 
cartoons. I hope that every subscriber that is able to do so 
will take a copy of the new book, and that you will eventu- 
ally get up the pictorial Bible.” 

Mr. W. L. Willis, of Kokomo, Ind., is a very prac- 
tical believer in the success of the new book. He 
writes and incloses cash. 

‘¢T will take.$10 worth of the picture-book when it is ready 
for delivery. I think the picture-book will hav a large sale. 
I hope to be able to order another lot within a year.” 

O. Putnam, of Gibbon, Neb., has a pretty good 
idea of the book: 

** T inclose $2 for the book of pictures, which will be the 
rarest book, the most taking, and an opening wedge to the 
gnarled bigotry that could never in any other way be opened 
to the reception or inspection of anything on an Infidel’s 


bookshelf. I also pledge myself to take the pictorial Bible, 
and as soon ag you get it so far along that you know the 
price at which it will be sold, I will remit.” 

We return thanks to these and other friends who 
hav ordered the book, and whose money is very ac- 
ceptable in meeting the expenses of its publication. 
It will be hurried to completion as fast as a regard 
for textual thoroughness and good appearance will 
permit. The price is $2. 

——— — 0 (9—— ———— 


A Righteous Supreme Court. 


In Edgerton, Wis., a year or more ago, there arose 
a school war between the Catholics and Protestants. 
The Catholies were desirous of using the public 
schools, but they objected to their children hearing 
or participating in the reading of the King James 
translation of the Christian scriptures. The matter 
was taken to the courts, the petition of the Catholics 
setting forth— 

“That certain of the teachers employed by the district 
board, having charge of the schools to conduct the same and 
instruct the pupils attending the same, including the chil- 
dren of the plaintiffs, read to said pupils each and every day 
the schools are in session, and during schoo! hours, certain 
portions of the ook, commonly known as the Bible, the 
teacher selecting the portions 80 read and using the transla- 
tion known as the King James Version. 

“t That the plaintiffs, and many others of the resident tax- 
payers of said school district, whose children attend said 
schools, and are under the control and instruction of said 
teachers, are, together with their children, members of the 
Roman Catholic church, and conscientiously believe its doc- 
trins, faith, and forms of worship, and that by said church, 
the said version is taught and delieved to be an incorrect and 
incomplete translation by reason of the omission of a certain 
part of the books held by such church to be an integral por- 
tion of the inspired canon; and it is further taught by said 
Roman Catholic church and believed by its members that 
the scriptures ought not to be read indiscriminately, inas- 
much as said church has divine authority as the only infallible 
teacher and interpreter of the same, and that the reading of 
the same without note or comment, and without being ex- 
pounded by the only authorized teachers and interpreters 
thereof, is not only not beneficial to the children in said 
schools, and especially the children of the plaintiffs who are 
members of said church, but likely to lead to the adoption 
of dangerous errors, irreligious faith, practice, and worship, 
and that by reason thereof the practice of reading King 
James version of the Bible commonly and only received as 
jnspired and true by the Protestant religious sects, is re- 
garded by the members of said Roman Catholic church, in- 
cluding the plaintiffs, as contrary to the rights of conscience, 
apd as wholly contrary to, and in violation of the law, and 
that they believe such exercises as above set forth, and each 
and all of them, to be sectarian instruction, in violation of 
Section 3, Article 10, of the constitution of the state of Wis- 
consin.” 

The school board put in an answer, and Judge 
Bennett, of the circuit court, decided that while the 
children of Catholics could not be forced to remain 
in the hallway of the school-house while the reading 
was going on, they could not object to the reading, 
as it was not sectarisn instruction within the mean- 
ing of the law. The Catholics took the case to the 
supreme court, which has just rendered its decision 
overruling the circuit court, thus giving a victory to 
the Catholics, and declaring that the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools is unconstitutional. The 
court says that in considering the question whether 
such reading of the Bible in the publie schools ig 
sectarian instruction, prohibited in public schools by 
the constitution, the book will be regarded as a 
whole, because the whole Bible, without exception, 
has been designated as a text-book for use in the 
Edgerton schools, and the claim of the school board 
is that the whole contents thereof may lawfully be so 
read. This being so, is is quite immaterial if the 
portions thereof set out in the return as the only 
portions thus far read are not sectarian ; yet it should 
be observed that some of the portions so read seem 
to inculcate the doctrin of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ and the punishment of the wicked after death, 
which doctrins are not accepted by some religious 
sects. 

The court refuses to affirm or deny that the Cath- 
olic church opposes the common schools. The court 
further says that reading from the Bible in the schools, 
although without comment on the part of the teacher, 
is instruction, and holds that the Bible contains many 
doctrinal passages and that the general reading of it 
is sectarian instruction. It also holds that such 
text-books as are founded on the fundamental teach- 
ing of the Bible, or which may contain extracts there- 
from, may not be used in the schools. Says the 
court: 

“Some of the most valuable instruction a person can 
receive may be derived from reading alone, without any 


comment or exposition of the question; therefore, the ques- 
tion seems to narrow down to this: Is the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools, not merely of selected passages 
therefrom, but the whole of it, sectarian instruction of the 
pupils, in view of the facts already mentioned, that the Bible 
contains numerous doctrinal passages upon some of which 
the peculiar creed of almost every religious sect is based, 
and that such passages may reasonably be understood to 
inculcate the doctrins predicated upon them ? 

“ An atfirmativ answer to the question seems unavoidable. 
Any pupil of ordinary intelligence who listens to the reading 
of doctrinal portions of the Bible will be more or less in- 
structed thereby in the doctrins of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, the eternal punishment of the wicked, the authority 
of the priesthood, the binding force of the efficacy of the 
sacraments, and many other conflicting sectarian doctrins." 

O righteous judge! O upright judge!. 

In this matter, and perhaps only in this, the 
Catholics and the Infidels are agreed. There can 
never ke a doubt in the mind of a sensible person 
that the Bible is full of sectarianism, and every pub- 
lic school teacher picks out for reading those parts 
which uphold his or her particular superstition. 
The court’s statement of the case is vory plain and 
truthful, and its decision the only one at which it 
could logically arrive. 

We trust that for his own enlightenment the 
Newark “My Lord” who tried to place Helen Gar- 
dener in error for stating that the Oatholic church 
did not desire its members to peruse the Bible, will 
ponder over the complaint made by these Catholic 
parents. Miss Gardener's words are there shown to 
be irrefutably true, that the Roman Catholic church 
does forbid the reading of the Bible unless at the 
same time it is expounded and explained by the 


priests. i 
eet .,9— — ———— 


The City's Lesson. 

Tammany Hall in this city is the political wing of 
the Roman Catholie church. Every magnate of the 
Hall is a devout Catholie, and he could not be a 
magnate if he were not. Oroker, the head of the 
organization, is very pious—for a Catholio—and so 
is Grant, our mayor. From these two, down to the 
superannuated voters who sweep the streets, Tam- 
many is owned neck and heels by the Roman hier- 
archy. That is the way the church gets its money 
and that is the way Tammany gets the votes. 

At the last two elections, Tammany, or the church, 
carried everything. One of the offices won is that of 
sheriff of New York county and city. Mr. James A. 
Flack encumbers the office. One of the jails over which 
Mr. Flack has jurisdiction is the one which takes its 
name from Ludlow street. Mr. Keating, a local 
Tammany worker, filled, until within a few days, the 
office of warden in that jail. In days gone by, when 
D. M. Bennett was waiting in that institution for the 
pardon Hayes promised but never gave, Mr. Keating 
was the doorkeeper there, and the writer of this 
frequently encountered him. As specimens of Tam- 
many Officials Messrs. Flack and Keating are valu- 
able, and so are their subordinates. The predecessor 
of Sheriff Flack was Mr. Grant, now mayor. 

A few months ago some Republican politicians 
“put up a job”—as the phrase goes—on Tam- 
many to punish it for bad faith in some political 
deals. An investigation committee from the state 
senate was appointed and sent down here. It began 
its work two weeks ago. The Herald was iu the 
secret, evidently, and saw a chance to advertise itself. 
It procured the incarceration of one of its reporters 
in Ludlow street jail, furnished him with money to 
tempt the Tammany officials, and then published the 
facts the reporter obtained. 

The result of the senate committees and the 
Herald’s efforts is—seven Tammany Hall officialg 
indicted for swindling, extortion, bribery, etc. And 
at the same time, Sheriff Flack has been convicted of 
conspiring to divorce his wife fraudulently—making 
eight Tammany Hall magnates and workers in trouble. 
Mr. Croker, the “ boss” of all, went to Europe some 
time ago, or, rumor has-it, he would be in trouble 
too, and obliged to tell more about Tammany Hall 
methods than he would find pleasant for himself or 
profitable to the Hall. 

The backbone of Tammany Hall is the seventy or 
eighty thousand Irish Roman Catholic voters in this 
city. The real head of the Hall is the Roman hier- 
archy, with Archbishop Oorrigan as the mouthpiece. 
The treasury of the Hall and the church is the treas- 
ury of the city—by both direct and indirect methods. 
The sufferers are the people, who are robbed, cheated, 
abused, for the benefit of a lot of alien politicians 
who couldn't earn ten dollars a week in a legitimate 
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business, and for the benefit of a church which is 
trying to break down our institutions and which 
never yet legislated for anything but its own ecclesi- 
astical and financial welfare. Let us hope the expos- 
ure of the rascality in one branch of the city’s gov- 
ernment may teach the respectable voters of the city 
a lesson they will not forget before next fall, when 
they will be called upon to again do some voting. 
a (9. 9— — ——— 


A Lack of Accuracy. 


There are a few of our esteemed friends who favor 


us with their opinions to whom we desire to respect- 
fully recommend the cultivation of accuracy of state- 


ment. Looseness in this regard materially lessens 
the value of what might otherwise prove valuable 
contributions to the literature of progress and soi- 
ence. And though we may not apply to them the 
Latin phrase falsus in uno falsus in omnibus, yet 


. because of their disregard of details those who de- 


pend upon them are likely to go astray. We may 
therefore cite three or four instances as a warning to 


the unwitting culprits and others. 
For instance, Mr. Burr writes: 


** BROTHER MAODONALD: In your reply to McArthur you 
ask, ‘Why must a slate go under a table? And you add 
that all the mediums, to whom you and McArthur went, re- 


fused to allow the slates to be kept in sight all the time.” 
Then Mr. Burr goes on to state how he obtained 


verious communications through the mediumship of 
Mr. Keeler, on slates which had not been out of 
Now, we do not doubt Mr. Burr’s word in 
the least, but why should he seek to controvert in 
our remarks something which we did not say? ‘Our 


gight. 


" O for a voice that could resound throughout the uni- 
verse! A voice wherewith I could arouse humanity from 
its lethargy! A voice to stir ín woman some inspiration of 
her coming destiny, that she may know that in the future 
8he isto lead the van of the army of progress! This age 
asks for new women. Women untrammeled by the tempo- 
rary and stationary—not stunted or warped by prejudgment 
or bias! No more bigotry or prejudice for the woman who 
is to come—the true woman—the pure woman! 

* Eugene, I was reminded of the above lines by your 
editorial on the re-arrest of Mr. Harman—to me, very unjust. 
Would that I could sound the ‘tocsin of alarm’ over all 
the cívilized—God save the mark—world, that until she 
rises in the true dignity of her womanhood and proclaims 
herself free will there be necessity of publishing to the 
world the degradation to which her sex is subjected by her 
‘lord and master’—i.e,, ‘legalized protector.’ Protected 
from whom and what? Great heavens! Why, her 'pro- 
tector,’ man! Why, dear friend, the half has not yet been 
told. Having been ‘ behind the scenes’ for the last twenty- 
five years, as ‘ nurse and accoucheuse, I myself could a ‘tale 
unfold’ of man’s inhumanity to woman that would make 
your very blood tingle with shame for your sex. 

“ If you hav not the moral stamina requisit to aid in this 
work, for out sake, do not, I beg, hinder those who hav. 
The foul ulcer must be probed in order to cleanse and purify, 
and I say, ‘Let it come!’ I repeat it, sir, let it come. No 
one living regrets more than I that it is necessary. ‘It 
must needs be that offenses come, but woe unto him, etc. 
I glory in the true manhood of Mr. Harman, that he is 
willing to be offered as a ‘ vicarious atonement’ for the sins 
of his sex. There is much, very much, more, I fain would 
write, but time and space forbid. Hoping you will see this 
in its true light, I remain, 


** Yours for truth and justice, ABBE Knapp, M.D.” 


One would infer from that that woman is very 
much abused, downtrodden, maltreated, enslaved, 
and generally despised, and that for printing pro- 


experience in actual slate-writing was confined solely 
to Professor Slade. As he alleged that some of the 
communications which we obtained were written on 
the table, we queried why those slates had previously 
to go under the table. We still think the question 
a fair one. But we did not say that “all the medi- 
ums fo whom you [the Editor] and McArthur went 
refused to allow the slates to be kept in sight all the 
time.” We did not say it for the very good reason 
that the two investigators did not visit any medium 
but Slade, who was given his own “conditions” in 
all things, as he peremptorily refused tests. What 
we did say was this: “ When, however, it was pro- 
posed that the conditions be made such that the me- 
dium could not hold slates away out of sight and 
otherwise manipulate them, the media refused the 
sittings as one man.” .Mr. Keeler, as a sample, did 
not refuse fo allow the slates to be kept in sight; he 
flatly refused any sitting at all under the conditions 
indicated, which were to be such that he “could not 
hold slates away out of sight and otherwise manip- 


tests against such abuse, maltreatment, eto., Mr. 
Herman had been arrested and was being martyred. 
But, really, nothing of the kind is the case. There 
is no sentiment in the matter complained of at all. 
It is just plain filthiness, told by a physician, who 
said he had known of such cases. There is no 
earthly use of printing the stuff, because the people 
to be affected by it—supposing there are any—will 
‘not be reached by it. So far as woman is to be 
“protected” by the relation, the courts of law are at 
her service already, which is all that can be done. 
There is positivly nothing of good in the whole matter, 
and it is so beastly that to send it £o a person is an 
offense against all decency, and to thrust it upon the 
subscribers of a paper is to grossly insult them. It 
will not civilize woman ; it will not giv her any dig- 
nity; if will not help her obtain any “freedom;” it 
will not do anything at all for her except degrade 
her. “Man’s inhumanity” is not to be softened by 
any such rot. There is no place for it in the litera- 


ulate them.” 
Mr. Burr has told so many wonderful things con- 


cerning Keeler’s mediumship, and we hav placed 
such good faith in the accuracy of his accounts, that 
he will pardon us, we think, if we contrast another 
In 


. Statement he makes to us with the actual facts. 
a note received some days ago he says: 


** Miss Wixon and her sister went with me and wife last 
The usual phenomena ap. 
peared. Miss W. got a message from a departed friend, writ- 


evening to Keeler’s light £óance. 


ten while she held the tablet before the curtain.” 


Now, from that statement one would infer that 
Miss Wixon did get a message from some person 


deceased who had been her friend, and that she knew 
it to be from her friend. But what are the facts? 
Miss Wixon relates them herself in this issue of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


of holding the tablet, she says : - 
“ The havd grasped a pencil firmly and wrote two lines, 
one of which was in this wise: ‘This is new to me——. 


The rest was wundistinguishable ; the name was a scrawl that is 


impossible to decipher.” 

Now, if that is getting “a message from a departed 
friend,” we should like Mr. Burr to relate some 
instance when a sitter in a séance got something of 
which he was noć sure. How does he know that a 
scrawl on. a tablet is the signature of a departed 
friend of Miss Wixon? Our own experience con- 
vinces us that nothing more needs critical and accu- 
rate relation of detail than slate-writing séances. If 
Mr. Burr has been as loose in all his accounts as in 
this one, we fear his evidence is not of that great 
value which we had placed upon it. 

Leaving this subject, there is another upon which 
we desire accuracy of statement. A letter from 
another highly esteemed friend is inspired by our 
remarks upon the latest arrest of Mr. Harman, Dr. 
Abbie Knapp says: 


First, describing the appearance of 
the hand—‘ a very human hand”—and the manner 


ture of any profession or class, unless it be in the 
most miserable class of men and women who inhabit 
the slums. 

Dr. Knapp's letter is wholly misleading. It is not 
a case of hindering the advancement of woman— 
nothing of the sort. We but expressed our opinion 
of some matter Mr. Harman published, which we 
had precisely the same right to do that Mr. Harman 
had to publish the offending article. And we object 
to being set down as the enemy of woman because 
we do not think with Mr. Harman and Dr. Knapp. 
Let’s hav a little accuracy of thinking and writing in 
regard to these things. 

And here is another lapse made by Mr. Harman 
himself. He says: 

“ It may be a mark of senility or worse on my part, but to 
me it seems simply amazing that those two usually clear- 
headed thinkers and brave defenders of the right of free 
expression, E. M. and George Macdonald, should condemn 
in the strongest terms the manner in which Dr. O'Neill 
unveils the most hideous of crimes and vices, and yet hav 
not one word of condemnation for the crimes and vices them- 
selvs. The facts, or the statements of facts, are not called in 
question, but only the manner of telling them. Dr. O'Neill 
may hav offended the canons of good taste. Granted ; but if 
so, what is A/s offense, and his publisher's offense, when 
compared to the offenses against personal right and personal 
purity committed by the men whose acts are laid bare by the 
humane and plain-spoken physician ?” 


Great Jupiter! Does Mr. Harman value himself 
so lightly as to think that he must denounce name- 
less crimes that he may not be suspected of favoring 
them ? 

“Personal rights and personal purity!" Lord, 
Lord, how this world is given to inaccuracy! What 
is Mr. Harman after anyway? When personal rights 
are invaded in the manner described in the matter 
complained of, every court in the country will now 
protect the invaded. What more can be done? As 


for personal purify, we fancy that if our gelf- 
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confessed senile critic were atter that alone, he would 
never print the stuff he does. : 

We look upon this departure toward filthiness by 
Mr. Harman as the case of a good man gone wrong, 
and we sincerely hope that he may see the folly of 
his ways. But as for defending the publication of 
the rotten tales, we do not believe that E. M. and 
George Macdonald will be dragooned into doing it. 
They were both educated on this subject years ago 
when they stood shoulder to shoulder with D. M. 
Bennett. And let Mr. Harman and Dr. Knapp pon- 
der these words of Saladin's in his introduction to 
“The Oonfessional :" “ A trusting and much suffering 
public are not warranted in expecting to be supplied 
by procuresses and pimps with the panacea of moral 
health ;" and surely there is no use of scientific men 
using the vocabulary of the abandoned wretches who 
disgrace all civilization. 

Then here is our almost too genial contemporary, 
the Jronclad Age, falling into the sama bad habit in 
his anxiety to say something severe. Read: 

“The New York Sun’s late laborious efforts to prove the 
Rev. De Witt Talmage a humbug was a work of supereroga- 


tion. The entire world so regards him. He is one of the 
vile products of that hot-bed of vileness, New York city.” 


Dr. Talmage is noé a product of New York city. 
He was born in New Jersey, whence he went West, 
acquired some reputation as an acrobatic orator, was 
called to Brooklyn, where he has since lived and per- 
formed. He may be a humbug, he may be vile, but 
he i8 not & product of New York city. 

We trust that hereafter our friends will make their 
order of statement correspond with the order of 
phenomena—that is. to say, with the things that 
are BO. 

— a i 


Secularism: Which is, Liberalism. 


Directly in line with the constructiv Freethought 
Symposium recently printed in these columns, and 
now to bs obtained in pamphlet form, is & book 
received from Secular Thought office, entitled, 
“ Secularism: Is If Founded on Reason, and is it 
Sufficient to Meet the Needs of Mankind?” The 
book is a debate between the editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Oharles Watts, reprinted from 
Secular Thought. 

On the platform Mr. Watts is probably the ablest 
Freethought debater in this country, with the excep- 
tion, of course,.of Colonel Ingersoll. This debate 
also shows that in cold fype he is no whit behind 
himself on the rostrum. The positions assumed in 
this controversy are those of the English Secularists, 
Mr. Watts maintaining the sufficiency of reason as a 
guide, and taking the Utilitarian philosophy as a 
criterion of morality. In this he has the support of 
G. J. Holyoake, the “father of Secularism,” and by 
his clearness of argument wins the following com- 
mendation from Colonel Ingersoll: 

** My Dear Mr. Watts: I hav just read the debate between 
yourself and the editor of the Halifax Hoening Mail, N. 8. 
Your statement as to what Secularism is could not be im- 
proved, and your definitions of certain terms are accurate 
and lucid. I hav never read better. The editor of the Mat? 
does not understand you. He has not enough intelligence 
to grasp your meaning. When you ask fora better guide 
than Reason, he does not see that he cannot even deny that 
reason is the best of all guides without admitting that it is. 
Suppose he had said that the Bible isa better guide than 
reason, he would hav been compelled to hav given his 
reasons for the assertion, and in doing this would hav ad- 
mitted that reason had been his guide. I can hardly call 
this a debate that you had with the editor of the Mail. Ina 
debate there ought to be arguments on both sides. All the 
argument is on your side. Your antagonist refused to come 
into the ring. He kept outside the ropes and even in that 
place threw up the sponge.” 


It would be well if Freethinkers who come in ar- 
gumentativ contact with Ohristian friends should 
make themselvs familiar with the thought contained 
in the Secular part of this debate, as well as the con- 
structiy ideas advanced in our Symposium. Mr. 
Holyoake, J. S. Mill, and other English writers, hav 
given in their Utilitarian philosophy the clearest of 
reasons why religion should not be allowed to dom- 
inate this-world affairs, and Mr. Watts has perhaps 
stated the case with even greater clearness than his 
teachers. This thread of utilitarianism, though differ- 
ently wove, is found running through every one of the 
contributions to our collection, and its fuller explana- 
tion in Mr. Watts’s part of this debate will be found 
of use in understanding them. We recommend his 
pamphlet to all our readers, and feel sure they will 
be intellectually benefited by it. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Dzs Moruzs, Ia., March 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Continue the pictures, please. 
Yours in the faith, JONATHAN BLYLER. 


Lesanon, O., Feb. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav taken Tax TRUTH SEEKER sixteen years 
and do not propose to hav.it stop until I stop breathing, 
pictures or no pictures. D. M. WozrEy. 


Eureka, Wis., March 7, 1890. 
Mz. RUN Find inclosed $6, $1 of which is to be ap- 
plied for publishing the pictures, and the other five tor two 
years’ subscription. J. M. Rownps. 


Burre Crry, Mont., Dec. 15, 1889. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed is $5 on my account. Please send 
me a few copies of '' Vindication of Thomas Paine,” by 
Robert G. Ingersoll. Take $1 for pictures. I want pictures. 
E. N. DAVOKEL. 


Marroon, ILL., Jan. 31, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $5.75—$5 on paper, and send 
me three copies of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND ÁLMANAQ. 
I hav tried all over the place to get subscribers and hav sent 
out all the numbers I hav ever received, and yet I fail to get 
any money. Gzo. REDFERN. 


favum Dax, Wis., March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, of which use $8 for 
subscription for THE Trura SEEKER, for I could not liv with- 
out it now; $1 for Heston’s pictures, twenty-five cents for 
the ANNUAL for 1890, and the rest for the books named be- 
low. Mes. Donoan MoMriian. 


DozonzsrER, NEB., March 11, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Inclosed find $7 for three copies of the good 
old TRUTH SEEKEE, one a renewal for myself, and two for 
two new subscribers, which I am glad to be able to send. 
We all want the pictures. It would be a disappointment to 
hav the paper without them. W. J. Jennines. 


AUGUSTA,.KAN., Feb. 4, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for one 
copy of J. E. Remsburg's ‘‘ Bible Morals.”. I hav seen a 
copy of it, and consider it a work that one cannot well afford 
to be without, as there is argument in it that makes the in- 
fernal, lazy, hypocritical pulpit-pounders squirm like 
angleworms in a tin can. PERRY C. MAHAFFEY. 


FILLMORE, UrAn, Feb. 6, 290. 
Mr. Eprrog: I hav waited this long in order to get one 
new subscription to send with my own. It sometimes looks 
to me as though there was not energy enough to bury what 
is left of the Liberal element here. I managed to celebrate 
Thomas Paine's birthday with songs, speeches, and a grand 
supper, followed by & dance. Everybody went home saying 
Thomas Paine was not such a bad man after all if he did as 

we claimed for him. Gzo. C. Vem. 


BRISTOL, Vr., Dec. 25, 1889. 
Mr: Epiror: I take the liberty to reply to W. E. Brown's 
letter, which appeared in Tug TRUTH SzzxeR of December 
21st, although he appealed to you, and will say that I hav in 
my possession & perpetual calendar extending from thé six- 
teenth to the twenty-third centuries inclusiv, also an arith- 
metic containing a rule for finding the day of the week on 
which any given day of the month fell, and they both cor- 
roborate the statement that the 17th day of February, 1600, 

was Thursday. 8. F. HASELTINE. 


Loxemont, CoL., Dec. 6, 1889. 
~ Mz. Eprror: There are ten copies of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
taken by members of the Longmont Secular Union. One 
subscriber is a Materialist, two are Agnostics, and seven are 
Spiritualists. Not one of the latter is pleased to read the 
harsh flings of T. Winter, wherein they are called *: cranks” 
and other pet names. That ' we cease to exist by the law 
of nature" has not yet been proved. 'The supreme court 
has not yet "handed down its decision” on that point. 
Those who fake delight in calling others hard names had 
better j join the church. "That is where they belong. 
Gzo. X. Youne. 


DEREDEN, ONT., March 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: As regards the pictures, I, as one of the old- 
est Freethinkers of this.priest-ridden town, would say con- 
tinue them if possible. Your cartoon of the 8th inst. 
reminds me of Voltaire when viewing the picture of Jesus 
hanging upon the wall of Frederick the Great. On one side 
was the pope of Rome; on the other was the picture of 
Louis XIV. The immortal wit expressed his surprise by 
saying that be never before knew who the thieves were that 

accompanied Christ in his hours of suffering. 
T. W. Gzxox. 


Fr. Przzzz, 8. D., Dec. 23, 1889. 

Mr. Eprron: It is some years since you hav heard from 
me. Iam still alive, however, and still fighting ‘‘ the good 
fight." I hav at different times procured subscribers for 
your paper, and I hav an opportunity now, if you will send 
me a few sample copies. I believe a majority of the people 
of this community are Freethinkers, whom the advent of 
Tue Trors SERKER would spur into activity. 

We receive, occasionally, a visit from a tramp sky-pilot, 
with whom I had a set-to a few days ago. When I had 
driven him to the wall, he came at me with that old and oft- 
repeated question, ** If you do away with Christianity, what 
will you giv us in the place of it?” This reminds me of the 
man who had the seven-year itch, and when approached by 


a doctor who recommended a cure, wanted to know what 
the doctor would giv him in the place of it. In the name of 
common sense, what did he want in the place of it—the small- 
pox? Why, giv him health. In the place of Christianity, 
let us hav mental and moral health. E. H. Arison. 


SnonomisH Crry, Wasa., Nov. 30, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find draft for one new subscriber 
and my renewal. We are to hav C. B. Reynolds with us to 
stir us up to the importance of organization. Mr. Reynolds 
is doing wonders in our new state for the cause of equal 
rights. He is an indefatigable worker. There is no such 
word as fail with him. If we had a thousand such workers 
in the field our success would be assured. I am of the opin- 
ion that we shall score a grand success when we organize on 
the 29th of next January. The people are.becoming waked 
up, and begin to think it is time to make some move to 

counteract the movements of the enemy. J. S. MARTIN. 


AYER, Mass., Feb. 6, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please fill the inclosed order for ‘‘ Crimes 
Against Criminals," by Robert G. Ingersoll regard it as 
one of the greatest speeches ever uttered. It is prophetic of 
a revolution. A heart that is not moved, everlastingly im- 
pressed, by this noble appeal, must be calloused to every 
sense of human sympathy, must hav been the product of the 
orthodox God. What a contrast between the tender justice 
of a gentle, courageous ‘‘ Infidel” and the ministers edu- 
cated in the Christian faith! It seems to be the work of 
Infidels to shame the Christians into respectability. The 
church is responsible for the Infidels. And they hav been, 
and are, the saviors of the world. And their names are an 

ever brightening constellation, the hope of the world. 
Ernan MyniOK. 


Roswzrr, N. M., March 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroz: Your call for expressions of the views of 
subscribers to TEE TRUTH SEEKER as to the perpetuation of 
cartoons in your paper, has been kept before the public for 
some time, and I see that you are still fiooded with favorable 
replies. It givs me pleasure to know that the almost uni- 
versal verdict is, ‘‘ Keep them up." I hav been a constant 
subscriber and reader of Tae Trout SEEKER for nine years, 
and it is my opinion that Mr. Heston’s work adds strength 
to the cause to which your paperisdevoted. I would sooner 
pay $5 per year for the pictures alone than miss them from 
your pages. I would urge the issvance of a Pictorial Bible, 
illustrated by Heston. I will pay liberally for a copy of it. 

Yours for the cause, P. F. Garrerr. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., March 8, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: I hav been working for some time to get new 
subscribers for your paper, but it is uphill business with so 
many Liberals. They sit down and talk and make sport of 
orthodox ideas, but fail to realize their duty of giving sub- 
stantial aid to help the good cause along. But Iam in hope 
to be able ere long to send you a few new subscribers, and I 
will keep trying till I get them. You can put me down as 
solid in favor of Heston’s cartoons, for I think they are 
worth as much as the inside reading of the paper. The 
impressions they make on the mind are far more lasting) 
especially with the young and tender-footed, than anything 
you can print on the inside. And I hope you will be able to 
keep Mr. Heston at work. Also please send me a catalog of 

your publications. HERMAN Karim. 


CARTHAGE, Mo., Feb. 8, 1890. 
Msz. Eprrog: Here in our city for the past week the fires 
of Christian hatred hav been waxing hot, on account of the 
enemy bringing in a Samson to touch with a firebrand the 
corn of superstition belonging to the orthodox Philistines. 
This Samson turned loose his foxes, shook the Gazaian gate- 
posts of the church, and with the jawbone of eloquence pre- 
sented ‘‘ False Claims," “ Sabbath Breaking,” and a biogra- 
phy of ‘Thomas Paine,” in such a manner as to be worthy 
of the highest praise. Mr. J. E. Remsburg, who did the 
Samson act, delivered three lectures in the Opera House to 
an audience of about seven or eight hundred each evening. 
He has made many friends here, and will be remembered as 

a brilliant orator, a deep thinker, and a man of logic. 
Respectfully, E. A. MAYAR. 


Wazema, W. Va., Feb. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Though I am but eleven years old, I wish 
to giv the readers of Tae Taura SEEKER an account of our 
celebration of Thomas Paine's birthday. The members of 
the Secular Union assembled, old and young, and had a 
grand time. - We little folks read essays, and the others read 
select pieces and made speeches, which exercises kept us 
until after 10 o'clock. Then we had a grand supper. We 
also had nice music and songs. We kept it up until nearly 
midnight. We all felt merry and happy while commemorat- 
ing the birth of the grandest hero that ever lived. This is 
the first time that his birthday was ever celebrated in Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. I hope it will not be the last time. Liberals 
should ever remember the name of Thomas Paine. He did 
more for civil and religious liberty than any other man who 
ever lived. He worked for the liberty of mankind. He 

worked for the liberty of his race. OBLO INGERSOLL Nox. 


Burtzr, PA., Feb. 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: A man at Renfrew, Butler county, Pa., liv- 
ing under the name of M. F. Lewis, claiming to be an or- 
dained minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, according to 
the caliber of the hardshell Baptist, has made some repre- 
sentations 88 follows: That Stephen Girard set apart a large 
amount of money for benevolent and educational purposes, 
which has been on interest and is now for distribution, and 
he is authorized by the trustees of the same to build a church 
in this town of Renfrew. He offers to giv $100 on laying 
the corner-stone, $100 in three months, and balance ($200) 


when the church is completed. Is he a fraud? Or hav the 
trustees proved untrue to their trust? Answer through 
your paper and oblige Smmron NIXON. 

[President Westbrook of the Secular Union will take 
pleasure ín giving any information wished upon Girard’s 
benefactions.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Lyons, Kan., March 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.25 for subscription and the 
ANNUAL, and twenty-five cents for the furtherance of the 
genius of Brother Heston. ‘To be, or not to be,” pictures, 
poetry, or prose, is the question. A very, very few, accord. 
ing to Freethought principle, can hardly be expected to 
govern the many, although occasionally with questions new, 
original, or in striking contrast with existing customs, the 
few are sometimes in the right. This burlesquing of absurd- 
ities is old. This holding up to public gaze the gross super. 
stitions of a primitiv, credulous people is not cutirely new 
nor very old. The fate of Bruno, with a host of old-time 
martyrs, isa pretty good reason why burlesque of priestly 
pretensions was not tolerated. The pictures of Heston’s at 
least represent an idea. They portray the absurdity of a 
host of antiquated riddles, and show the brain-addling ten- 
dency and rottenness of questions once thought to be too 
sacred to be questioned. Giv us the pictures, that some of 
the illustrations may hold up to view questions formerly 
imagined to be too sacred for public inspection. 

E. BUTLER, 


Jasper, ALA., Dec. 12, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: In reading a book called ** Our Country,” by 
the Rev. Josiah Strong, D.D., I find that he says: ‘‘ Modern 
science as we now Know it, is almost wholly the creation of 
the nineteenth century. The idea that the govern- 
ment exists for the individual is modern. . Commerce 
follows the missionaries.” He tries to make it appear that 
Christianity has produced all we see and enjoy of civil- 
ization. 

Now, Christianity has been in the world eighteen hundred 
years, and had a God's word, it claims, for a text-book, and 
we had to get our knowledge outside of that book. Instead 
of commerce following missionaries, it is just the opposit. 
Our government as now understood was evolved from expe- 
rience and reason, and not from Christianity. Christianity 
is in the way of, nearly all reforms. It supported slavery 
and opposes labor reforms now, and woman suffrage, etc. 
And history will so record it in the coming ages. Christians 
even oppose free schools, free from superstition, and want 
the book that has checked progress the first book to be 
used in our noble system of education. J. K. DEARTE. 


NxwooMs, Tens., March 1, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: To-day I mail you a copy of the Kentucky 
Democrat, which contains an account of the hanging of 
Ellison Mounts, one of the murderers in the Hatfield-McCoy 
troubles. His deed has been spread through the newspapers 
88 the blackest of murders. Yet Mr. Mounts claims that he 
is on the road to the pearly gates when he is on the gallows. 
It must be a direct route to the heavenly city, as everyone 
that goes from the gallows claims he is going that way. ` 
The same paper givs an account of the “ sickroom expe- 
rience " of one Rev. Stephen Nolan, published in the Central 
Methodist, of Catlettsburg, Ky. Mr. Nolan said the Lord 
and savior visited his sickbed and that he conversed with 
him freely. We are told in the Bible that Jesus ascended to 
heaven there to sit in judgment at the right hand of the 
father. But according to Mr. Nolan he (Jesus) quit his 
throne in order to let Nol.n know how great and good a 
servant that individual had proved to him. Nolan also says 
that Jesus told him that many of the people whom he (Nolan) 
had preached to were over the river and wanted to see him. 
Such a lot of nonsense you would not expect from a sensible : 

man. Yet he was & very noted preacher in Kentucky. 
S. P. HERRON. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y., March 18, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Friend Heston’s crucifixion this week is a 
masterpicce, and its truthfulness must strike the most skep- 
tical. 

The certainty of death is ever before us from the cradle to 
the grave, and, therefrom commences the outgrowth of 
priestcraft. Priestcraft has ever been shaking before us its 
terrific dogmas. The priests assume that man by nature is 
a sinner, and needs their assistance to prepare him for a 
proper presentation to an offended, invisible, tyrannical, 
fiendish, whimsical God—& God whose approach is only 
known to a phalanx of priests qualified through study, sanc- 
tity, and prayer. I use the word ‘‘ priesthood ” in its general 
application, for among the millions of human beings inhabit- 
ing the world there hav ever been innumerable races of priests, ` 
but all assuming this peculiar sanctity—knowing just how 
much praise, how much glorification, and how much flattery 
will be agreeable to this whimsical, tyrannical God. 

This is à sad view fora broad-minded, honest thinker, or 
one who presumes to doubt. Hence, in this view of exist- 
ence should it be a matter of surprise that our yearly bills of 
mortality exhibit such a ghastly amount of suicides? Here 
again is something inconsistent with Christian theology, or 
so many of the clergy themsclvs would not so readily dash 
into the great unknown. By Jaw the only restriction is one 
hundred dollars fine if caught at the unfinished job of suicide. 
The question arises, what has become of an American citi- 
zen's liberties? Has he not the right when life becomes 
unbearable through sickness, disease, or sadness to abandon 
it? Davip BRgUor. 


Fort Worta, Tex , Feb. 21, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I thank you for the second copy of your 
paper for April 20th. The first was received in due season, 
but given away, or sent away, before I saw your response to 
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my brief note of April 1st in reference to the Blair educa- 
tional bill. You see I distribute Taz TEurH SEEKER as well 
as the Blair bill. I made a slight mistake by quoting from 
your Editorial Notes March 9th. I wrote ‘‘ Blair Educa- 
tional Amendment,” but was thinking of the bill to aid in 
the establishment and temporary support of common schools, 
generally called the Blair Educational bill. In that bill there 
is, surely, no “ religious or sectarian scheme,” and that is the 
bill I meant. It was presented by Senator Blair December 
4, 1889, referred to the committee on education and labor, 
and reported by Mr. Blair December 18th, and is now being 
considered by the Senate. If you will read that bill I think 
you will agree with me.in approving it and wishing it might 
become a law, and it seems to me every philanthropist and 
every patriot will do the same. Twenty-eight senators 
expressed themselvs in favor of it in debate, sixteen of them 
from Southern states. 

In regard to the amendment you refer to, or that part 
which you call the chief section, I coincide with all you say, 
but one little amendment will render it unobjectionable to 
me, viz.: Strike out the words you printed in capitals, 2. ¢., 
* And the principles of the Christian religion.” AndIam 
confident it will be so ameaded in both branches of Congress 
before it passes, if it ever does. The other part of the sec- 
tion which you quote meets my entire and cordial approval. 

Respectfully yours, J. M. Brown. 


Cresco, Ia., Dec. 15, 1889. 

Mz. Epiror: I noticed that one of our ablest thinkers 
was recently mentioned as '*Rev. Bob Ingersoll, of the 
devil’s church.” Now, if he were in fact a pulpit.pounder 
in the service of this much.maligned half of Christianity, 
the devil, who, according to the rantings of sky-pilots, is the 
successful competitor against the other half, Jehovah, I am 
led to believe that the colonel has wisely chosen the best of 
the two lords of religion (superstition). Able as the colonel 
is in showing up credulous and blind or willingly ignorant 
believers, I think that Mr. James Bird, of Cincinnati, O., in 
Tur TeurH SEEKER of Dec. 7, 1889, takes the cake in show- 
ing how very crack-brained a believer of Bible absurdities 
must be. I hav not read or listened to anything in a long 
time which succeeds so admirably in ridiculing religion. 
Can a sensible man, woman, or child read that letter and 
not become disgusted with unquestioning belief? Can any 
sane person read it carefully and still refuse to admit that 
belief in the Bible does intercept progress? The contents 
of that letter prove to me conclusivly that he who depends 
on the Holy Queer for knowledge is incapable of a straight 
line of thought, unable to recognize known facts, and that 
he prefers mental slavery to independence of mind. Reason 
and the results of scientific investigation are of no value to 
the person whose mind is trained to accept the errors of 
past ages. I thank Mr. Bird for his brief exposition of the 
most degrading scheme ever inaugurated for the purpose of 
robbing humanity of money, liberty, and peace. 

F. 8. DAUBERSMITH. 


E . Beisror, Cons., March 17, 1890. 

Mr. Evrror: I hav delayed sending in my vote on the 
picture election, as I call it, until the others had polled their 
votes. I hav been amused in reading the numerous letters— 
over seventy-five in a single number, voting the straight 
ticket by a large majority. I think I hav my man, and that 
he will subscribe. 1f he does not, I will pay for one year ta 
any party that cannot raise the funds rather than hav the 
pictures discontinued. This cry of ‘Don’t hurt their feel- 
ings” is highly amusing. Do they care for our feelings ? 
Hav they not told falsehoods year after year, decade after 
decade, from the pulpit and in the religious press? One 
man that dare face them and tell the truth, stands higher in 
my opinion tban a thousand sniveling cowards that cry, 
“Don’t.” If ridicule will cut off the right arm of supersti- 
tion let Heston grind the blade, and he may call on me to 
turn the grindstone. I will not complain if he does ‘‘ bear 
on.” Toward the individual I hav no animosity, but the 
plant of Christianity—it cannot be called a principle—hew it 
down, dig out the roots, clear the ground, sow the seeds of 
common sense, and let these sacred loafers that hav lain 
under the shade six days out of seven and three-quarters of 
the seventh, take a hand at honest toil or pack their grip and 
start for the new Jerusalem. One pious lad, speaking of 
Colonel Ingersoll, said, ‘‘ Why doesn’t Bob go to Africa, 
where there is no civilization?” In reply I asked him why 
the saints did not go to heaven. That closed the argument. 
When I remit I will take & book of the pictures. I think 
they are cheap. J. E. Cox. 


March 17, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Thank you for sample copy of your excel- 
lent paper. The picture of Boaz and Ruth is so lifelike it 
must hav been taken on the spot by your highly inspired 
artist. There ig a great deal of truth under the outer sem- 
blance of Mr. Heston’s realistic pictures. They convey to the 
thinking man a great deal more than the eyes can cover. 
When I look at Boaz, the old roué, and the seemingly simple- 
minded Ruth, I put myself as & spectator of the nauseating 
scene and look forward to the birth of the said-to-be Chris- 
tian savior, and am glad to think that I did not hav old Boaz 
for an ancestor, Although I am not a subscriber to your 
paper, J look forward to the time tha: I may be; but I take 
four Liberal papers, so you see I am doing my duty to our 
glorious and imperishable cause—a cause that in spite of 
«In God we trust” is on the war-path and will. eventually 
be victorious over superstition, the fiesh, and the devil. The 
slave of ecclesiasticism feels happy in wearing the chains of 
priesteraft so long as he does not know it, but let him see 
but one link of that chain and how quick the whole chain 
comes into view. Our mission is to point out that one link, 


even if it be the weakest one. 


To show that our cause is 
growing, look at the muddle the heathen and infant damna: 
tion sect has got into. There is nothing strange in this when 
we look. at the whole thing with an eye backed by common 
sense. Man made their creed, and man can unmake it. In 
looking over the XXXIX Articles of religion in the Protest- 
ant Episcopal prayer-book, I find in Article XVII that the 
Protestant Episcopvl church is as deep in the mire on the 
predestination humbug ss the Presbyterian. According to 
this article millions of the human race were ` damned ‘‘ be- 
fore the foundations of the world were laid.” Bo you see 
that we were damned. millions of years before we were born. 
What outrageous stuff this is.to teach people in this en- 
lightened age! It is in the book, and I do not think that 
any Protestant Episcopal parson would dare to face an in- 
telligent congregation and teach the doctrin as it is in Article 
XVII. This is like a good many laws on our statute-books, 
never enforced unless in a New Jersey court—witness the 
trial of Reynolds for alleged blasphemy. Jonn L. Moors. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Dec. 8, 1889. 

Mz. Eprror: Once more I hav a proof that a free press in 
this country is an impossibility. Under the ban of the ma- 
jority an independent press cannot exist. I wrote a short 
article on the school board of this place giving the use of 
the school-room to the United Presbyterians for Sunday- 
school purposes. I said the Catholics had an equal right to 
the use of a school-room for religious purposes. I asked the 
editor of a small one-cent daily to publish it, which he 
promised to do, but some infiuence came over him and he 
did not do it. Our newspapers are in such dread of the boy- 
cott of the churches that they dare not publish anything 
that would offend them. And yet we boast of a free and 
independent press. When the Knights of Labor and other 
organizations of labor commenced to talk about the boycott, 
what a wail went up from the churches and the independent 
press! It was conspiracy, it was un-American, it was all 
wrong and must be stopped, and actions for conspiracy were 
actually entered on against parties supposed to be engaged 
in the boycott. Now it is the church’s great weapon to put 
down any person or paper that dare cail into question any of 
their methods. Why is it that the people are so apsthetic 
when their liberties are being gradually abridged by the 
cunning action of. the church, by the aid of politicians who, 
to get into office, are ready to do the bidding of any church 
or churchman who can, by his influence over the members 
of his church and the use of the boycott, make or mar the 
prospects of the politician, no matter how his election would 
affect the interest of the nation? 

Iam amused at the valiant style in which Mr. J. H. Burn- 
ham attacks the action of the Philadelphia congress of the 
Secular Union for trying to concentrate their forces on one 
or two objects, viz., taxation of church property and a 
thorough separation of church and state. There is an old 
motto that I always believed in, Do one thing at a time and 
do it well. I would ask, What has been gained by the Sec- 
ular Union by the scattering fire they hav been engaged in 
the last twelve years?’ A few scattering societies formed ina 
few small towns or villages, only to die out for want of 
unity, and nothing done. Now, if we can agree to drop our 
idiosyncrasies and unite all that believe in taxing church 
property and in an entire separation of church and state, 
both in and out of the churches, I believe there are millions 
that would work willingly in that army to break down these 
breastworks of the enemy. I cannot see, with Mr. Burn- 
ham, that our honored dead, D. M. Bennett and others, 
would hav any objection to our using all the forces we could 
muster for such a purpose, even if it was made up of Uni- 
versalists, or any other ists. I do not know if Mr. Burnham 
ever raised his voice against Spiritualists working with the 
Secular Union for these objects. But, as he says, Secular- 
ism means human help and not divine. I for one are will- 
ing to receive it from all sources. J. Downes. 


Irnaca, Nes., Dec. 25, 1889. 
BnorHER Prox: I am not a Spiritualist, but wish to make 


‘a few suggestions to you in reference to your “Address to any 


Spiritualist.” Youassert that you donot know whether Spirit- 
ualigm is founded in truth or error, and that you desire to hav 
the Spiritual philosophy true. Why then should you oppose 
it, seeing that you admit that you do not know whether it is 
true or not, and desire it to be true? Spiritualism does not 
indorse the Bible, and opposes nearly all old-fashioned theol- 
ogy, and is generally foremost in all reforms. If it is more 
desirable to believe and in that belief there is more happi- 
ness, why not let it alone? If death ends all, as your phi- 
losophy indicates, and there is nothing gained in proving it, 
why prove it at all, especially as long as there is any doubt? 
Iam sure that it is not a desirable doctrin for anyone. On 
every question you hav ever written except this one, I think 
you are one of our very best writers, and in the answers to 
the questions asked in the last ANNUAL ** Symposium" I think 
your answers were better than any, especially to the last 
question. On that you were far ahead of them all.. Is it 
certain that infants, idiots, and lunatics hav no mind? Can 
you tell just what the mind is? If the matter of the body is 
indestructible and the thoughts of the mind are indestruc- 
tible, may not the mind that thinks also be indestructible? 
Can you prove that anything in the universe is ever utterly 
destroyed? I hav heard of a different experience from 
yours, especially one case of suspended animation, where 
the«person was about to be buried, and already prepsred by 
shroud, etc., and he afterward came to and stated that he 
was conscious all thé time, and his great dread of being 
buried alive was why he made all his efforts to move and 
finally succeeded. There are many things that we cannot 
understand at present. I hav had some experience. For 
instance, I hav dreamed of places such as I had never seen 
when awake, and afterward in traveling came across just 


1 
the places that I had dreamed of. 


Now, will you tell me 

how I got that impression on my mind? Was my mind 

absent from my body, or did some outside power make the | 
impression? One more. One night I dreamed of a funeral, 

saw a black coffin, and waked up in trouble. The next day 

I heard of the death of my brother. Ihad not even heard 

of his sickness before. Can you explain it? I hav talked 

with others that had a similar experience.’ You hav probably 

investigated Spiritualism. I hav not had a chance to inves- 

tigate all that I desire. You hav read, probably, of Horace 

Greeley’s experience, published many years ago—how he 

asked questions that at the time he did not know himself, 

and got correct answers. Can you tell how he got them, as 

he wrote the questions, and, I believe, kept possession of 

them until they were answered? But I am willing and anx- 

ious to let the question of future life and salvation alone. 

Let it work itself out. What I am more interested in is 

present salvation; and I am glad that you take right grounds 

on that. If all Liberals would agree on that with you and 

me, we at least could accomplish something, but it seems 
that all cannot agree on that even. As to the future I know 

nothing. I would like to hav Spiritualism proved true. I 
hope it may be some time. Let us work for the present; try 
and save our country from political despotism; make it pos- 
sible for all to liv the present life, and not hav & few million- 
aires and hundreds of thousands of beggars. Joan BRYAN. 


MaxaspA, Irr., Dec. 22, m.m. 289. 

Mr. EprroR: In this section of our country there is so 
much freedom of thought and action, and the tyrannical 
church influences that are so manifest, annoying, and threat. 
ening, in some parts of our country, are felt so slightly, that 
it is difficult to convince anyone that there is any real 
danger threatening our liberty and rights from church en- 
croachments. There used to be revivals here, but for the 
last year or two we hav been mercifully preserved from 
them. A large percentage of the early settlers here were 
from the Southern states, and from the middle and poorer 
classes whom slavery had deprived of the advantages of a 
common school education. This blessing, however, is 
amply conferred on their children by the excellent school 
system of this state. Many of the people think it best to hav 
some kind of a religious cloak, but in this mild climate it is 
not deemed: necessary to hav it of very heavy material. 
Most of the people who care at all for auy church, I think, 
lean toward the Baptist persuasion. With them baptism 
means immersion, or ** dipping,” as it is called. The prac- 
tice seems to be * playing out." But it used to be custom- 
ary for the preachers, when they had secured a few converts, 
to appoint the time and place for their immersion. The 
time was Sunday, and the place near some accessible pool 
on some of the small streams, or ‘‘ branches,” as they are 
called here. These pools are generally three or four feet 
deep, not including the mud in the bottom. Multitudes 
used to assemble on these occasions to witness the perform. 
ance, which they called a ‘‘ baptizin'," and generally so much 
of the ludicrous occurred in connection with them that for 
fun and real enjoyment they were considered nearly equal 
to the circus. At the last ‘‘ baptizin’” that occurred in this 
neighborhood the minister, who had too great an accumula- 
tion of adipose deposit to be very agil, or make a successful 
acrobat, Kad just led a lady into the water, and when about 
to consummate the holy ordinance, he realized that, like the 
wicked, he ‘‘stood on slippery places.” which so ‘ betrayed 
his feet” that it was with great difficulty he saved himself 
from complete submersion, and going to the bottom keel 
uppermost. Like the angel at that other pool, long ago, he 
succeeded in ‘‘ troubling the waters,” but especially the mud. 
The lady, in the mean time, being disgusted with the holy 
man’s aquatic gymnastics, abandoned the project, and re- 
tired, all dripping and unbaptized, from the water, amid the 
ill-concesled mirth of the ungodly bystanders. 

In conversation recently with a rather intelligent minister, 
we agreed that a very large per cent «f the revival converts 
are ignorant, selfish, and insincere, and I think I convinced 
him that all the phenomena connected with the experience of 
both the honest and dishonest converts could be readily ac- 
counted for on natural principles, and that they had no super- 
natural element. But of that I will not write at present. I 
wish to givan example or two in illustration of the character 
of some of the revival converts, they being actual facts. 
Some time ago, at one of these ‘‘ baptizin’s,” it rained heavily, 
and & young man who had not been fully decided on the 
matter said he believed he would get dipped then and there, 
for he had not a dry stitch on him, and he did not ‘‘ care a 
damn for the wetting.” Another illustration of the charac- 
ter.of a class of young Methodist revival converts, or con- 
victs, is given in actual facts which occurred at New Bed- 
ford, Pa., three years ago. The minister so persistently and 
fiercely denounced the inoralists, z.¢., the really conscientious, 
upright, decent outsiders, dooming them to the hottest 
place in hell, that they ceased to attend or giv aid orcomfort 
to him. But-quite a number of the more vicious class of 
boys thought, in view of their deserts, that if they could 
escape hel! so easily, they had better get religion and join 
the church. One of these converts, who got his wealth 
largely by trapping skunks, said to one of his unconverted 
chums: “ Why don't you get religion and join the church? 
Then you would escape hell. And I hav had the darnedest 
luck since I joined thatever I had in my life. Icaueht four 
skunks, and they were every one black!” His chum said, 
if that was the way it worked, he would join. So that night 
he went forward for prayers, and was ‘‘ hopefully converted 
to Christ.” The next day he bought traps and set them, and 
waited for the Lord to drive the animals into them, but said 
Lord seemed to be otherwise engaged; and when he waited 
and caught nothing he said he was sorry he had got religion 
—there was nothing in it, for he had not caught a darned 
polecat since his conversion! W. W. WALKER. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrron, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night i8 beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known a8 the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Don’t Fret, but Smile. 


It isn’t worth while to fret, dear, 
To walk as behind & hearse. 
No matter how vexing things may be 
They easily might be worse; 
And the time you spend complaining 
And groaning about the load, 
Better be given to going on, 
And pressing along the road. 


Tve trodden the hill myself, dear. 
"Tis the tripping tongue can preach: i 
But though silence is sometimes golden, child, 
Ag oft there is grace in speech, 
And I see, from my higher level, 
Tis less the Path than the pace 
That wearies the back and dims the eye, 
And writes the lines on the face. 


There are vexing cares enough, dear; 
And to spare, when all is told; 

And love must mourn its losses, 
And the cheek’s soft bloom grow old; 

But the epell of the craven spirit 
Turns blessing into curse, 

While the bold heart meets the trouble 
Thai easily might be worse. 


So smile at each disaster 
That will presently pass away, 
And believe a bright to-morrow 
Will follow the dark to-day. 
There’s nothing gained by fretting, 
Gather your strength anew, 
And step by step go onward, dear, 
Let the skies be gray or blue. 
—Margaret E. Sangster. 
—_— ot ————— 


Announcement of Prizes. 


Responsiv to our offer in the Corner last 
October, we hav received but two essays upon 
morality that will do to print. Both of these 
are creditable to the authors. Nor has the 
competilion been large in the other essays or 
stories called for. 

Under the circumstances we think it proper 
to change somewhat the order of award of 
prizes as at first proposed. 

Therefore, we award to Leonora Stockinger 
the sum of $3 for first prize essay on moral- 
ity. Her essay is printed in this number. 

To J. Harold Ward is awarded a second 
prize of $2. This essay will be printed in 
our next number. 

Walter W. Clark takes a prize of $3 for 
scientific essay on ** The Sun.” And to Mary 
V. Foster is awarded $2 for her spirited re- 
ply to James and Jacob Foster. 

All the essays will be printed in due time. 

En. C. C. 
———————9-4-9——————— 


What Is Morality? 


What is morality? Is it sufficient as a 
guide for conduct in human affairs? 

Morality, as defined by Webster, is, ‘‘ the 
quality of an intention, a character, an action, 
a principle, or a sentiment, when tried by the 
standard of right; or the quality of an action 
which renders it good.” 

It is a much varied subject, involving 
many principles that demand minute consid- 
eration. 

Also the following definition has often been 
applied to the subject, that ‘ morality is liv- 
ing up to your highest conception of right.” 
Thig has often been considered correct by 
many; however, it may be overthrown, and 
proved to be, in some cases, incorrect. For 
instance, the Hindoo women throw their 
children into the Ganges river; also the 
widows, if prevented from burning them- 
selvs with their husbands’ corpses, sometimes 
feel the pangs of remorse, and lead a life of 
misery and self-humiliation. 

Now, do they not act according to their 
perception of right? What one person con- 
ceives to be the right, another conceives to 
be absolutely the wrong. 

If one would conceive it to be right to mur- 
der, plunder, or burn, and would follow out 
his convictions, he would be moral according 
to his own perception of right. 

The deficiency of the definition is now ob- 
vious, although it may hold applicable in 
many cases, but in some, where one is not 
strong enough to resist temptation, law must 
be the guide. Morality has in view the pre- 
vention of human misery, and the promotion 
of human happiness. Happiness is the ut- 
most pleasure, and migery.is the utmost pain, 
and they are both synonymous terms, as are 
also good and evil, or right and wrong. 

Conscience is the name we giy the faculty 


is given to teach moral truths. 


This is now regarding morality singly. 
Before you resolve upon an action, let your 
first questions always be, ‘‘Is this action 
* Would I wish anyone to do the 
In this way, it is needless to 
say, you will hav a guide amply sufficient for 
Cultivate 
the habit of deciding upon the moral charac- 


right?” 
same to me?” 


your conduct in all your affairs. 


ter of an action before you perform it. 


There is such a fact as immorality of 
thoughts, and as illustrativ of this, I will 
relate a portion of a story that particularly 


relates to the immorality of the act and 
thought of a brother. 

There was once a very wealthy man who 
had no children but &n adopted daughter, 
whom he loved and regarded as his own. 
His nearest relativ was & poor brother who 
had formerly treated him very disrespectfully. 
When the wealthy brother died two wills 
were found, one of an early date in favor of 
his brother as rightful and only heir, and the 
one of a later date, and consequently the 
legal one, in favor of the daughter. 


The brother then determined to destroy the 
latest will, and so make himself heir to all of 
the estate. He finally succeeded in discover- 
ing it, and was so bent upon its destrayal that 
by some mistake he destroyed the one in favor 
of himself. The story is not so briefly told, 
but I simply desired to relate that part which 
shows the immorality of the acts and thoughts 
of the disinherited brother. 

Was he not immoral in his former acts to 
his brother, and was he not immoral in his 
deeds and thoughts concerning the will? 

Would he not hav been loved, remembered, 
and esteemed by his brother if he had only 
taken morality as a guide for his conduct in 
the affairs with his brother? 

It is obvious that there is nothing to be 
attained by being immoral, as you may note 
in the above case. Weare immoral when we 
are doing contrary to our conscience, and it 
is certainly not conduciv to our happiness 
and prosperity. Why does an immoral per- 
son seek to hide his guilt? Simply because 
his conscience informs him of the fact that 
he bas committed a wrong, and he commits 
a double wrong who conceals it. 


Nature blends and harmonizes all her works 
into perfect excellence, because she does her 
own natural work; and they who perform all 
their natural work will blend and harmonize 
all their elementary impulses in a life of true 
moral excellence. Although there may be 
darkness and despair on each side, they will 
nevertheless see the way of duty open before 
them, and made luminous by the torch of 
right. 

If a person is not under the controling in. 
fluence of morality, he really cannot be a 
morally upright man. He has no right aim 
by which to work, and consequently exists 
in doubt. 

A morally good person is one whose dis- 
positions and affections are such as tend of 
themselvs to promote the good or happiness 
of humanity. We cannot attribute goodness 
to a man merely because his outward acts 
hav this tendency; as the worst of men may 
act in this way, but with intentions other 
than good. When one has the right con- 
ception of morality, then he has a good reg- 
ulator to his many actions. 

His morality is chiefly exhibited in his 
dealings and conversation with his fellow- 
men. 

There was a time when among civilized 
and uncivilized nations there was an utter 
lack of morality; they were all ungenerous 
and unfair in the conduct of their affairs 
with each other. 

In our time, I am happy to say, these in. 
.BtanceS are rare. On the average we know 
better than the Bechwana, who, being asked 
what it meant to “‘ be good,” was much puz- 
Zled, but finally answered, ** To be good, it 
is to possess a wife and cows, and steal one’s 
neighbor’s wife and cows;” on the average, 


of distinguishing right and wrong, and when 
highly developed givs a queer and unmistaka- 
ble feeling of the mind at what is wrong, and 


A good person who begins early in life with 
good moral principles, will be admired and 
respected by all, and will win success 
throughout this life, while on the other hand, 
if he had an absence of moral principles, he 
would not be respected, and would become 
reckless, while his life would not be worth 
living. 

How could Penn, the founder and father of 
Pennsylvania, hav succeeded, had he not 
used morality as the guide to his conduct in 
his affairs? He kindly wrote to the Indians 
warmly assuring them of his disposition 
to treat them with kindness, and as breth- 
ren, and to deal with them justly, entreat- 
ing them also to treat his people in the same 
kind and respectful manner. 

It is stated that he had not been here 
long before he made an effort to bring to- 
gether the numerous and various Indian 
tribes to form a treaty of peace and friend- 
ship. 

They accordingly met at the city of Phila- 
delphia and made a treaty, which, unlike 
many other Indian treaties, ‘‘ was never 
broken.” It is also stated that not a drop of 
Quaker blood was ever shed by an Indian. 

Had Penn been deficient in morality, what 
would hav been his success? And consider 


for a moment how he would hav been repaid! 
They would hav inflicted great punishment 


upon him, by some revengeful means. 
As punishment is the consequence of certain 


actions, every individual is made to taste it 
in some way; it is one of the occurrences of 
every-day life, consequently we will not com- 
mit a bad action if we hav the fact of the con- 


nection of punishment constantly in view. 
Again, taking morality in a nation, we find 


law as its foundation. 


All citizens are required to abide by the 
rules of authority. Their promises are to be 


fulfilled according to prescribed forms, etc. 


The principle in law represents that if 
theft and murder, and the many other crimes 


that occur, were allowed to go unpunished, 
neither life nor property would longer be 


safe. Nations would be in continual warfare, 
society would soon end, and industry would 


perish. 


Our lives are full of conflicting demands, 
and there must be special rules to guide them. 


What substitute, then, can we find better 
than law? If we cast our glance over the 


history of the world, we can scarcely discover 


any rules of morality, and, above all, the 
wrong perception of right was had by the 
majority. 


Revert for a moment to the centuries back, 
where there was scarcely any law. What a 
wrong perception of morality the people had! 
Had they had strict moral laws enforced it is 
unmistakably evident that this would not 
hav been the case. Law compels many to be 
moral who otherwise would perhaps be im- 
moral, and consequently morality eventually 
becomes a habit with them. If morality is a 
sufficient guide to the conduct of humanity, 
why need we, then, the numerous laws, the 
law enforcers, prisons, and jails? The child 
first dreads the punishment it receives by its 
parents; then, a8 it attains manhood, it 
dreads the law. So it is with all human 
beings. They are all placed under law, 
accompanied by punishment. Their bad 
actions are forbidden, and they are subjected 
to some very painful infliction, the severity of 
which is increased as the bad actions: are 
increased, and thus law causes morality to 
become customary, by imbedding it in the 
minds of the people. 

A code of good moral laws are those that 
establish equality of right to all human 
beings. They are laws that are honest, and 
not partial to wealth, rank, or title, but regard 
each individual alike. 

Another requisit to morality is truth. And 
truth is deep and must be searched. 

In the depth of the sea rests the pearl, the 
precious, 

In the mussel inclosed and only the diver enriches, 

Just so swims the truth, not upon outer waves) 

But in hidden depth we must seek her always. 

Only the searching hand that truth abides, 


And holds it aloft o’er the waves and tides. 
Brings she mankind to us in the duties of life, 


we hav a better perception of good than the 
Pawnee who said, ** He is a good man who 
is a hunter, sly, crafty as a fox, daring and 
strong as a wolf.” Here the question nat- 
urally arises, Is there such a fact as moral 
progress ? 

It isa positiv fact, but is far from being 
always evident. Its course does not run in- 
cessantly onward in a straight line, and at 
uniform speed, but it proceeds by irregular 
motions, and sometimes by broken or curved 
lines. It is a fallacy that good. morals can 
grow and originate from ignorance, brutal. 
ity, or Want. They rather cause recklessnegs. 
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Thoughts from a Christian Thinker. 


We hear a great deal nowadays about sci- 
ence and geology. Science, as I understand 
it, is about everything but the soul, and 
especially about force and matter. These 
hifalutin scientists like Huxley, who want 
to be wise above what is written, ask us to 
believe that we are only an edition de luze of 
the chimpanzee, a sort of gilt-edged baboon, 
soto speak. They say now that our ances- 
tors, a good many degrees removed, were 
monkeys; that a moner could feed without a 
mouth, walk without feet, and reproduce 
itself by simply falling apart. Now, I do not 
know anything at all about science, but I 
know that cannot be true, because it does 
not tally with what Moses says in Genesis. 
See? I never heard of a pup that was not 
preceded by a dog. That is an incontrover- 
tible law of nature. Pups are not in the 
habit of growing around loose on trees like 
apples or peaches. Science says that matter 
is indestructible and has always existed. 
Now, if matter always existed it was not 
created, and so it must hav come out of noth- 
ing. You cannot produce something from 
nothing, no matter how hard youtry. So of 
course God created matter, and that fact 
proves that the Bible is a thoroughly true 

ook. And even if matter is eternal, every- 
body but scientists knows that it could not be 
moved around the way it is unless there was 
somebody behind it to shove it. And that is 
certain proof that God exists. Bob Ingersoll 
is one of those fellows that hav & lot to say 
about science and the conflict of Genesis and 
geology. He will be sorry some of these 
fine days that he ever had anything to do 
with any other **ology ” than theology. That 
is the only ology I believe in, and that puts 
me on the safe side and keeps me solid with 
God. What will it profit à man if he knows 
to what geologic strata the great white throne 
belongs, if he did not believe there was such 
a thing until he saw it? Although I hate 
Infidels, Icannot help feeling the least little 
bit sorry for Bob. They say he is a good 
man, in some ways, even though he is to- 
tally depraved and at enmity with God. 
My creed says that everybody, big and little, 
are thoroughly depraved and corrupt in all 
their parts, and fit only for instant and eter- 
nal damnation. But that must be & mistake 
of the printers. Only people who do not 
believe in my religion will be damned. But 
speaking of Bob Ingersoll. He can no more 
help disbelieving than water can help seeking 
its own level. But as far as the next world is 
concerned his name is Mud, unless he be- 
lieves—or at least says he does, which is 
about the same thing inthe long run. Unbe- 
lievers are not permitted in heaven. The 
company there is very select, and none but 
those after God’s own heart can wear halos 
and strum the golden harps. When I get 
there, as of course I will in due time, I will 
meet David and Solomon and their very nu- 
merous wives, besides a lot of other good 
Christians. Charles Guiteau was the Lord's 
own man, and so, of course, he is there, but 
if I come across him in the crowd I'll snub 
him. Ido not object to polygamists, but I 
draw the line at assassins. But to come back 
to Bob Ingersoll again. I hav heard that he 
would deprive himeelf of his own rights rather 
than infringe on the rights of others. And 
they also say that he thinks just as much of 
his wife and daughters as he does of himself, 
and never even dreams of bossing them 
around in & voice that would curdle milk. 
He has some funny ideas. He actually thinks 
that women are 88 good as men, and some- 
times a little better. Ido not believe that at 
all, for it is contrary to St. Paul and the 
holy writ. Ibelievein the good old orthodox 
doctrin that women should keep silent in the 
presence of their husbands. He also believes 
in a lot of other nice-sounding doctrins, but 
they are not true, and so, if he dies uncon- 
verted, his goose is cooked sure. True, he 
has never, to my knowledge, broken any law, 
nor wronged anyone, nor been guilty of a 
mean action, but good works are not sufficient 
tosave. Oh,no. Faith alone maketh whole. 
My only regret is that there are not harder 
things in the Bible to believe. I would like 
it better if it said that Jonah swallowed the 
whale, and that the fiery furnace was in the 
Hebrew youths instead of their being in the 
furnace. Ingersoll thinks it is smart to call 
Jonah ‘ Captain? Jonah, and to speak of the 
Hebrew children as Shadrach, Meshach & 
Co., the Hebrew fire kings, but God will 
get square for that after a while. He will 
make it ‘‘smart” in a different way, you 
raark my words for it. The way he speaks 
of the Bible and God shows that he is sunk 
to the lowest depths of vulgar Materialism. 
Of course he seems to be pure-minded. He 
never speaks an ugly or vulgar word. And 
it is only when he reads the Bible that he 
reads anything vulgar. But it does not mat- 
ter how pure he may seem to be, Jo Cook, of 
Boston, says he is vulgar and unlearned, and 
Jo ought to know, because Jo always did 
know more of other people's business than 
they knew themselvs. This proves that Jo 
is an exceedingly góod Christian and & very 
smart man. The New York Sun calls him 
‘*a polyphonous old polysyllabist." Jehovah 
will yet smite the Sun with an eclipse for its 
wicked and profane blasphemy. He says, 
* I will not be always mocked.” And when 


he puts his equelcher onto Charles Anderson. 


the old man will wish he had been more 
respectful to God’s elect. Atheists speak 
glibly about one world at a time being as 
much as they can attend to. Now, is not 
that rank nonsense? What is the good of 


‘and human destiny, which prompted the 
troubled patriarch of old to ask that momen- 
tous-question for which the-cycles of centu- 
ries.hav given.no answer, '* If-a man die shall 
|Re. liv-again?” But one thing we do know, 
he-has “transmitted those ‘principles "which 
showed forth so bright in his life to six noble 
sons and two loving daughters, and in them 
we see exemplified those virtues which char- 
acterized his life. N. M. KELLAM. 
Wallcotteille, Ind. 


enjoying yourself in thia world if by so doing. 
‘you lose the next? I do not think anything 
of this world. All the use I make of it is to 
lay pipes for the next and eternal life. When 
I get to heaven, I am going to spend the first 
million years of eternity in-telling-the*saints. 
and angels how strong and unshakable was 
my faith and how I hated Infidels. The 
second million years I will devote to song 
practice and harp rehearsing. The third mill- 
ion years I am going to spend in lookin 
over the battlements of the celestial city ind 
watching the Infidels and unbelievers slowly 
burn and bake while I gently chant, ‘‘ How 
good God is. -His ways are beyond all un- 
derstanding, but his mercy endureth forever.” 
The fourth million years—but never mind 
them just now. It is fatiguing to the mind 
to look so far ahead, and besides that I hav 
beaten Bellamy all hollow. Pagan Bob’s pet 
argument on the doctrin of the vicarious 
atonement is this: ‘If I rob Mr. Smith and 
God forgivs me, how does that help Smith ?” 
Now, suppoge we look at that in another 
way. If all those whom Mr. Smith has loved 
and lost are suffering the unspeakable tor- 
ments of the damned, how does that hurt 
Smith if he is in heaven? So long as he can 
sing what does it matter if they yell? If I 
had even the faintest fear that when the 
returns came in I would be “elected” to 
spend my eternity with Satan and his angels 
Iwould want to hav hell abolished. But I 
know that by believing all the church dogmas 
I am perfectly safe, and so I do not even 
want the fires slowed down or banked. It 
would not be half fair for unbelievers to inherit 
eternal joy.. You see, they hav fine times 
down here, especially on Sundays, which 
they make a point of keeping unholy, and so 
they ought to suffer hereafter, so as to keep 
the law of averages right. If they can bear 
to die unconverted, they hav got more pluck 
than I hav. Atthe dread moment of dissolu- 
tion all the vileness and viciousness of their 
wicked natures will come to the surface. 
Everybody knows what fearful scenes were 
enacted at the death-beds of Tom Paine and 
Voltaire. They hav been certified to by mill- 
ions of people who were not born until 
years after Paine and Voltaire had gone to 
their graves. All Infidels recant on their 
death-beds and die blaspheming unbelievers 
besides. Ido not quite understand how this 
can be, but the church says so, and it is not 
for me to question. Questioning leads to 
doubt, and doubt is the fruitful mother of 
Infidelity—that is to say, of all iniquity. [{my dear husband has found that eternal rest 
never ask questions about holy things. I| which is the heritage of the weary. When 
may possibly hav remarked before, I believe | his end drew near, he said: ‘‘I die a Free- 
everything. There is no punishment for| thinker, and am not ashamed of it. Noargu- 
believing too much. There is only one other | ment can change me, no prayers can make 
thing as limitless as eternity, and that is my | me more resigned to death." These were his 
credulity. Yes, glory be to God, I am on]further words: ‘So to you, my dear wife 
the safe side. By believing I receive heaven | bereaved, I can only say, all is well.” My 
as my portion. By disbelieving, the foolish, | dear husband feared no angry or vindictiv 
headstrong Infidels receive hell as their por-| being beyond the grave, for he believed in no 
tion, and I must say it serves 'em just right. | superstition or eternal punishment, and now 
They are blinded by their own conceit, and | as the grave has closed over his once-loved 
if they fall into the lake of burning brimstone | form, may the earth lie lightly on him; may 
and sulphur they hav only themselvs to blame | the flowers ever bloom over his grave. 
for it. Pride goeth before a fall, and they | Peace and rest to his ashes. His memory I 
should cultivate humility before it is ever-| will always love and cherish. Farewell. 
lastingly too late. Selah. After his death the Christians circulated a 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Epw:nps RoUssEAU. |report:that he recanted—the biggest lie they 
oeo ever told for Christ’s sake. 


Ob ituary. A quecious one from me has gone; 
A 


: varca I loved ig — - 
Drzp.—Thomas Warren, in Centralia, Ill., at ace 18 vacant in my nomo 
5:40 a.m., Monday, March 10, 1890, aged hich never can be filled. 

70 years 10 months and 16 days. Born in 


The first TRUTH SEEKER that I ever saw 
Robinson county, Tennessee, April 21, 1819. | Was when I married my husband. He taught 
Funeral, Wednesday, March 12, at 10 


me how to liv right, and I will do all I can 
o'clock, A.M. 


for truth, justice, and humanity. 
‘By the death of Thomas Warren this city Mas, Donoan MoMtrai, 
has lost one of its best men. No honester, 
truer man lived among us. A man freed 
from all superstition; honést in everything. 
He wasa true and loving husband and father, 
a kind neighbor, and an enterprising citizen. 
I hav heard his old neighbors say that they 
had known him thirty to forty-five years and 
that he had, at all times, been honest and 
true. A large number of his friends came 
out to pay their respects to his worth. I 
think every church in the city was represented 
at his funeral. All will miss the kindly greet- 
ing and pleasant smile of ‘t Uncle Tomey.” 
Yours truly, F. D. Rexrorp. 


It was the wish of my dear husband that 
I write to the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 


do my duty and fulfill all his wishes. It is 
rather late, for he died Nov. 19, 1889. Dun- 
can McMillan was born near Lochaber Take, 
in Nova Scotia, of Scotch parentage, Oct. 10, 
1816. He was married in Nova Scotia in 
1839, to Miss Mary McMillan, of that place. 
He removed to this county in 1845, settling in 
Calamus, where he resided till a few years 
ago, when he removed to this city. His first 
wife died Sept. 8, 1872. Married the second 
time, in Nova Scotia, Aug. 26, 1874, Miss 
Mary Camron, also a nativ of that place, who 
died Sept. 7, 1884. Married Sept. 2, 1886, to 
Miss Maggie Hernig, of Beaver Dam, who is 
left to mourn a kind husband. A better one 
never lived. When he was taken sick he 
told me that he should never get well again. 
He was cheerful all the time, and told me that 
he did not wish to hav any prayers at. his 
funeral. When he was 80 weak that he could 
not speak the minister came to pray for him, 
and we told him that we had no. use for him 
here. The duties of earth he has nobly filled 
by generous deeds and free investigation. 
His religion was the religion of kindness and 
humanity. He was an independent thinker, 
and worked for truth, justice, and morality. 
He was not afraid to die, because he had 
lived right. He was not afraid of hell, that 
heathen myth, believing that in all the shin- 
ing universe there was no room for such & 
black spot. His liberality, courage, calm- 
ness, and fortitude let us endeavor to emu- 
late. Although my dear husband is now at 
rest, his words I can. still hear, urging 
me on to deeds of right and usefulness. 

To him death had no terror, but came as & 
soothing friend to release him from the toils 
and sufferings of humanity. In the sere and 
yellow leaf of his life he passed to ‘‘ that un- 
discovered country from whose bourne no 
traveler returns." In the repose of the tomb 
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It is with profound sorrow that I chronicle 
the death of one of our noblest and best citi- 
zens, Ithamar Eddy. He died at his home 
near Rome City, Ind., Jan. 28, 1890, at the 
age of sixty-two years. He was a man whose 
life from boyhood to old age was free from 
the superstition of theology. He was an 
ardent worker in the field of Freethought. f 
His reason was his church; and, like the im- 
mortal Thomas Paine, his religion consisted 
in doing justice, loving mercy, and endeavor- 
ing to make his fellow-creatures happy. He 
was a student of the school of nature. He 
reasoned from cause to effect. He was bound 
to no party, sect, or creed. He analyzed all 
things and held fast to that which he believed 
was right. He believed that practice was 
superior to preaching, and carried into his 
every-day life the highest dictates of his 
noble mind. And when the shadow of death 
was spreading its dark mantle about him, he 
smiled and said, ‘‘It’s sweet to die in. the 
beauties of nature." . He lived, he loved, and 
wasloved. But he has gone from among us. 
And whether his passions, ambitions, and 
affections still sway, attract, and impel, 
whether he remembers us as we remember 
him, we do not know. These are the un- 
solved and insoluble problems of mortal life 
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anoe, but in the Principles of self-government.— 


J.J.MoeOabe. : 
SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp.; - - "5 Cents. 


sT This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. S} 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


SOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is Jost such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union. 


. . Price 10 cents. 
Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER ÜOMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 

TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
" By O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and infiuence. By Rev. JONN W. CHADWIOK. 

8. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 

5. EYOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Gorz. 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosERT Q. ECOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 


TON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dz. LEWIS 


G, JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Netson 0. 


PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION A8 BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By JogN W. OBADWIOX. 

14. PHILO30PHY OF EVOLUTION. By BrARR 


Boyt NICHOLS. 

15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
OOMING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
RAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew Mythol- 


ogy” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 Jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 8 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof onse, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


Tbe New Model "Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin Filver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23,50; 5 ounce, 
$25. BEsT open-face filled screw care, $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies' best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50: 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kf., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900;.a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center. same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Liberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ies are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies. meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Ganhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.a., every 
Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. j 


"he Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey Sí. cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts.,at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications alwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
a 45 cer at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Unien 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manius HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J-F.MAcowsER,Pres.; LEROY BERBIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secuiar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH BEEKER and Investi- 
gator are golicited. R. Q. Burta, Oor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. RxxNoLDs, Pres.; A.W. OALDER: Sec, 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture Followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


| 25 centa 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 250entg. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
German. Oloth, 12mo; 75pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Exzíraot. 


Address THE TRUTH SEExER Oo. 


Translated from the 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
Address Tas TRUTH EER Oo. . 


"ELLOWS 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his "Pri- 
vate Counselor," n book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application.—4. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those afflict- 
ed, y 


` AN A 
HONEST STATEMENT, 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent. 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 


sion, and it is safe to trust him," — The National Vie. 


VINELAND, N.J. 
And say where you saw this advertisement. 
Dr. R. P. Fellows i8 an outspoken Infidel and 


very successinl physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—Z7ne Liberal 
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Glews of the Week. 


Taux pope announces that he is willing to 
. act as mediator in a European disarmament. 

Though it has been against the constant op- 
position of the papacy that the civilization 
which has perhaps rendered universal peace 
possible, has. advanced, the pope by such 
tricks will now gain with his dupes the credit 
of being the real pacificator. 


BisMAROK has resigned 
the chancellorship of the 
German empire. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS| WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 

cluding Jehovah, Saten, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 

8vo,835pp. — Vol. II. Describes Fully all 

the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IrALY has appropriated + 


$800.000 for the new "Hed 
smokeless powder. [EE 


Porz Lro has cele- 1 
brated the twelfth anni- d 
versary of his coronation. 


Tue striking _ coal- i | 
d hav q f | i 
i 


miners in Englan 
received an advance and 
resumed work. 


Ar Florence, Italy, 

monuments to Garibaldi 

: and Victor Emanuel will 
be inaugurated soon. 


AN immense meteorite 
covering an eighty-acre 
tract has been discovered 
in Kiowa county, Kan. 


Census SUPERINTEND- | | 
ENT PORTER already has | 
500 clerks engaged on the l 
preliminary work at ` s 

. Washington. 


IT is charged that the 
papal nuncio to France 
has been intriguing to 
bring about 4 crisis in the 
French cabinet. 

Harr a dozen army 
chaplains are soon to be 
appointed by the presi- 
dent, and the sects are 
already disputing over 
their denomination. 


An English railway 
company has voluntarily 
increased its pay roll 
£9,000, saying that the 
increased traffic justified 
giving higher wages. 


BispoP Fixx, of Leav- 
enworth, Kan., has been 
waited on by a committee of the Farmers’ 
Alliance who promis to remove the regula- 
tions of that body that are objectionable to 
Catholics, on which condition he will with- 
draw his condemnation of the order. 


Tux constitution about to be submitted to 
tke people of Brazil is modeled after that cf 
the United States. 


BismoP O'FAzBELL, of the Trenton, N. J., 
diocese, recommends that American flags be 
displayed over all parochial schools. 


ucc e eU Ee m 


In the Connellsville coke region of Pennsyl- 
vania the Knights of Labor will supplant the 
employers’ stores, which plunder the workers, 
with coóperativ stores. 


Ar Reading, Pa., a terrific conflict is going 
on between several bishops, among the 
charges bandied being “‘ unchristian conduct, 
evil speaking, slander, and falsehood." 


PogroGAL is boycotting English goods. 
Brazil, which was colonized largely by the 
Portuguese, is in sympathy transferring its 
trade from England to the United States. 


To the invitation of the German emperor 
to send a representativ to the International 
Labor Conference, the pope replied that he 
should not unless his delegate was allowed 

precedence over all others. 


RxrunNs of the late elections in Germany : 
Catholics, 1,420,458 votes; Socialists, 1,841,- 
687; Radicals, 1,279,801; National Liberals, 
1,169,112; Conservativs, 919,646; Imperial- 
ists, 457,936; Poles, 245,852. 


HuxzzEY, it is sad to learn, seems to be fail- 
ing, as he writes to the Social Union that he 
can no longer attend its meetings with com- 
fort, owing to deafness and a liability to be- 
come fatigued and voiceless by talking. 


Tur Master Laundrymen’s Association of 
New York purposes boycotting and otherwise 
puer Chinese laundrymen till they 
eave the country, and the Chinese consul 
has requested the police superintendent's aid 
jn resistance. 


Is the new German parliament the Conserv- 
ativs can make way against the Radicals 
and Socialists only by coóperating with the 
Catholics, but these latter ask so much as 
their reward and share of the spoil that the 
bargain may not be made. 


In Italy the latest anti-Catholic legislativ 
move that is calling forth the outcries of the 
priests and their followers, is a bill now be- 
fore the Chamber to giv the education of the 
young princes into the care of the king and a 
council of state. It is aimed at the princesses 
of the house of Savoy, who hav always 
favored Catholicism, but will now be bred in: 
Radical thought. 


————— = 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g. 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gems of Thought. 


Urry teaches that the general happiness 
is to be the aim of the individual. The 
criterion of an action of A. B. is not whether 
A. B. thereby secures or increases his own 
happiness, but whether the tendency of the 
action is beneficial or detrimental to society. 
If A. B. secures his own happiness by a 
course which injures others, or which, 

if generally pursued, 
would be prejudicial 
Y to the interests of the 
community, he is at 
once condemned by the 
principles of utility, 
even although he may 
hav thereby increased 
his own individual hap- 
piness. Mr. J. 8. Mill 
justly remarks that the 
standard of utilitarianism 
“is not the agent’s own 
individual happiness, but 
the greatest amount of 
happiness X altogether; 
N and if it may possibly be 
doubted whether a noble 
charatter is always the 
happier for hia nobleness, 
there can be no doubt 
that it makes other peo- 
ple happier, and that the 
world in general is the 
gainer by it.” It is one 
of the merits of utilitari- 
anism that it cultivates 
the social feelings and 
tends to bind men into a 
brotherhood, wherein the 
good of al is the aim of 
each.—Mrs. A. Besant’s 
True Basis of Morality. 


NN Axr is bad or good as 
it affects the well-being 
of society, or, let us call 
it, humanity. There can 


be no intrinsic evil, no 


positiv sin, where there 


is no community to be 


harmed by your acts.— 


Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 


DAVID ASSISTETH SAUL TO GET RID OF THE EVIL SPIRIT. 
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And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took a harp, and played with 
his hand: So Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.—1 Sam. xvi, 28. 


E 


Or late, the death- 
beds of believers hav 
been less peaceful than 
those of unbelievers. 
Terrible doubts hav in. 
truded themselvs. Or- 
thodoxy is bound to be- 
lieve that Voltaire and 
Paine, and other so-called Infidels, died mis- 
erable deaths, and still goes on asserting it 
though there is not a particle of proof. 
But it would not be difficult, were the truth 
abundant, to match these cases with a score 
to one of the unhappy deaths of orthodox 
Christians of the most saintly characters.— 
Chadwick. 


Question. What do you consider is the 
strongest argument in favor of the inspiration 
of the scriptures? Answer. The dying words 
of Christians. Q. What do you consider the 
strongest argument against the truth of Infi- 


|delity? A. The dying words of Infidels. 


You know how terrible were the death-bed 
scenes of Hume, Voltaire, Paine, and Hobbes, 
as described by hundreds of persons who 
were not present; while all Christians hav 
died with the utmost serenity, and with their 
last words hav testified to the sustainin 

power of faith in the goodness of God. Q. 
What were the last words of Jesus Christ? 
A, * My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
An cen me ?"— ngersol'a Talmagian Cate. 
chism. 


Ir I owe a person money and cannot pay 
him, and he threatens to put me in prison, 
another person can take the debt upon him- 
self and pay it for me; but if I hav com- 
mitted a crime, every circumstance of the 
case is changed. Moral justice cannot take 
the innocent for the guilty, even if the inno- 
cent would offer itself. To suppose justice 
to do this is to destroy the principle of its ex- 
istence, which is the thing itself; it is then 
no longer justice; it is indiscriminate re- 
venge.— Paine. 


Ir Iowe Mr. Smith $10, and God forgivs 
me, how does that help Smith ?—Zngersoll. 


INsTILLING opinions without the evidence, 
and at an age when the parties into whom 
the opinions are instilled are incapable of un- 
derstanding the evidence, is a practice which 
necessarily engenders habits of complicated 
misconduct toward evidence. It engenders 
the habit of neglecting evidence and the hold- 
ing of opinions without regard to their evi- 
dence—a habit which is the foundation of all 
intellectual and moral depravity.— Westmin- 
ster Review. 


Tux latter part of a wise man’s life is taken 
up in curing the follies, prejudices, and false 
opinions he had contracted in the former.— 
Swift. 


IT is an old remark that, as men are, such 
they paint their gods; and as in themselvs the 
passionate, or demoniac nature, long prepon- 
derated, so the gods they worshiped were 
demons like themselvs, jealous, capricious, 
exacting, revengeful—the figures which fill 
the old mythologies and appear partly in the 
Old Testament.— Froude. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH—HOW THE COM 


The houses of the peasantry were constructed of stones put together without mortar; the.roofs were of turf, a stiffened bull’s-hide served for a door. The food consisted o 
coarse vegetable products, such as peas, and even the bark of trees. In some places they were unacquainied with bread. Cabins of reeds, plastered with mud, houses of wattled stakes, 
chimneyless peat fires from which there was scarcely an escape for the smoke, dens of physical aud mora! pollution swarming with vermin, wisps of straw twisted around the limbs to 
keep off the cold, the ague-stricken peasant with no help but shrine-cure!—Britain in 1430, d:scribed by Æneas Sylvius, afterward Pope Pius II.: Draper's Conflict, p. 265. 


MON PEOPLE 


WHEN 


THE CHURCH RULED. 


diotes and Clippings. 


Ds. RANKIN, 8 surgeon at Muncy, is said 
to be using hypnotism successfully as a sub- 
stitute for chloroform in his practice. 


Tuar state board of health publishes a bul- 
letin for February showing that the number 
of deaths in New York state during the 
month was one thousand in excess of the 
average for February for the past five years. 
The explanatiun of this excessiv mortality is 
laid at the door of the grip. 


ANDREW CARNEGIE, who is extremely gen- 
erous of late, has given unconditionally to 
the executiv council of the Authors’ Club of 
this city $10,000, to be used for the en- 
couragement of literature. The Authors’ 
Club will hold a meeting on Thursday evening 
to take action in the matter. 


Tur Wisconsin supreme court has decided 
that the place where the Bible is read isa 
** place of worship,” and that as the taxpayers 
were compelled to erect and support the 
school-houses, and the children are, under a 
late law, compelled to attend the public or 
private schools, during a certain period, the 
constitutional clauses forbid such use of the 
school-house. It is also shown that such 
instruction in any public school would make 
ita “religious seminary,” within the mean- 
ing of the constitution, and hence as these 
schools are supported in part by the proceeds 
of the school fund and the one-mill tax, such 
instruction is forbidden by the constitution. 


Women hav started in London a paper 
called the Women’s Penny Paper, and are 
making a fuss because their representativ, à 
woman, was denied admission to the press 
gallery of the House of Commons. The ser- 
geant-at-arms refused the admission upon the 
literally true ground that there was no room, 
but the women assert that she would not 
hav been admitted even had there been room, 
and upon that issue the fight is fought. 


In one Hindoo meeting held in Benares, 
India, over $3,000 were subscribed for mis- 
sionary purposes in Australia. A Brahman 
of high rank had visited that country and 
noted the intemperance there prevailing, and 
he believed the best way to save these poor 
Christian drunkards would be to convert 
them to Brahmanism. Several Brahmans of 
rank hav declared themselvs willing to go as 
missionaries, and translations of suitable 
passages from Hindoo religious books hav 
been begun. 


A FEW years ago, says an exchange, Inger- 
soll was passing through Cincinnati, and at 
his hotel he was accosted by a workingman, 
who addressed him as follows: ** Mr. Inger- 
soll, I àm a poor, hard-working man, having 
a family to support, and I want a favor." 
* Wel,” said Robert, ** what can I do for 
you?" ‘I want to call a brand of my cigars 
after you, and permission to uge your photo- 
graph,” answered the man. ‘“ Certainly, my 
man, and I will giv you a motto, if you 
desire.” ‘I would thank you if you would,” 
responded the man. Colonel Ingersoll gave 


it to him as follows: ** We shall smoke in 
this world, but not in the next." Some 
months afterward, while passing through 
Cincinnati, Colonel Ingersoll was informed 
that the man made $9,000 off the brand of 
cigars in less than a year. 


.Tax editor of an Aspen paper, says the 
Field and Farm, livs between the Methodist 
church and a dance hall. One night there 
was a meeting in the church and a dance in 
the hall, and the editor sat on the veranda 
and took in the situation, jotting down the 
following which he heard: ‘‘ Let us pray— 
choose your partners—O Lord—all salute— 
we beseech thee to—join hands and—draw 
near and—circle to the left—listen to—first 
forward and back—us as we—all promenade 
—kneel before thee—and balance all—pre- 
sent our petition—grand right and left—for 
Christ's sake—seat your partners—amen.” 


APPLIOATIONS for charters from several pa- 
rochial schools were considered by the re- 
gents of the New York State University at 
their session two weeks ago. If these char- 
ters had been granted such schools would hav 
come in for an equal share of the school 
moneys, but applications were not granted, 
and the matter was laid on the table until the 
June meeting of the board. The reason for 
deferring action is that these schools are 
owned by bishops of the Catholic church, 
whereas the law prohibits the distribution of 
the fund to other than schools under the man- 


Francis Kernan was in favor of granting the 
application, but it was the sentiment of the 
board that such schools as applied should be 
placed in charge of a board of trustees before 
the applications could be granted. 


THE great monsters of mechanical skill and 
genius call for the sacrifice of a great deal of 
life and limb in their construction. The 
greater the engineering feat the more exten- 
siv is the loss of life. In the construction of 
the Eiffel tower, for instance, tweuty-six 
lives were lost, according to the official 
returns of the French government; but it is 
said that this number would be largely aug- 
mented if the names were given of men who 
died from injuries received during the con- 
struction of the tower, and of others who 
were killed and whose deaths were not 
reported owing to the hue and cry which 
was raised after the first two dozen lives had 
been sacrificed on the great structure. The 
number of men who were injured during the 
construction of the Eiffel tower has been 
placed atsixthousand. This enormous show- 
ing is accounted for by the fact that every 
injury was reported and registered which 
received treatment from the official surgeons. 
When a man bruised his finger he went to a 
government surgeon to hav it dressed, and a 
clumsy workman thus got on the list a dozen 
or two timesa year. Serious injuries were a 
very small proportion of the whole. On the 
great Forth bridge in Scotland, a list of forty 
lives lost has been publjghed; but there is no 


agement of trustees or commissioners.‘ record of injuries. 
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Communications 


My Patient’s Story. 


Perhaps I may hav told you before, that at the 
hime of which I speak, my summer home, where I 
preferred to spend much more than half of the vear, 
was on a Sandy beach a few miles out of New York, 
aud also that I had retired from activ prastice as & 
physician, even when I was in the city. 

Notwithatanding these two facts, I was often called 
- -in consultation, both in and out of the city, and was 

occasionally compelled to take a case, in the first 
“place, entirely into my own hands, through some acci- 
dent or unforeseen circumstance. It was one of these 
acciderits which brought the patient whose story I 
: am about to tell you under my care. I can hardly 
say now why I retained the case instead of turning it 
over to some brother practitioner, as was my almost 
invariable habit ; but for some reason I kept it in my 
own hands, and, as it was the only one for which I 
was solely responsible at the time, I naturally took 
more than ordinary interest in, and paid more than 
usual attention to, all that seemed to me to bear 
upon it. 
As you know, I am an “old school” or “regular” 
. physician, although that did noi prevent me from 
consulting with, and appreciating the strong points 
of, many of those who were of other and younger 
branches of the profession. This peculiarity had 
subjected me, in times gone by, to much adverse 
criticism from some of my colleagues who belong to 
that rigidly orthodox fastion which appears to feel 
that it is a much better thing to allow a patient to 
die “ regularly," as it were, than it is to join forces 
with one who, being of us, is still not with us in 
theory and practice. 
Recognizing that we were ali purblind, at best, and 
that there was and still is much to learn in every de- 
partment of medisin, it did not always seem to me 
that it was absolutely necessary to reject, without 
due consideration, the guesses of other earnesb and 
careful men, even though they might differ from me 
in the prefix to the “ pathy " which formed the basis 
of the conjecture. We are all wrong so often that it 
has never appeared to be a matter of the first impor- 
fance—it does not preseai itself to my mind as 
. absolutely imperativ—that it should be invariably 
the same wrong, or that all of the mistakes should 
necessarily follow the beaten track of the “old 
school.” 

I had arrived at that state of beatitude where 
I was not unwilling for a life to be saved, or even 
for pain to be alleviated, by other methods than my 
own. 

I do not pretend that this exalted ethical status 
came to me all at once, nor at a very early stage of 
my caresr ; but it came, and I had reaped the whirl- 
wind of wrath, as I hav just hinted to you. 

So-when my pstient let me know, after a time, 
that he kad been used to homeopathic treatment, I 
at once suggested that he send for some one of that 
school to take charge of his case. He declined, 
somewhat reluctantly I thought, still quite positivly. 
But, in the course of events, when I feit that a con- 
. sultation was due to him as well as myself, I asked 

` him if he would not prefer that the consulting phy- 
sician should be of that school He admitted that 
he would, and I assured him that I would be pleased 
to send for any one he might name. He knew no 
doctor here, he said, and left it to me to send for the 
one in whom I had the greatest confidence. 

It is at this point that my story really begins. 

I stopped on my way uptown to arrange with Dr. 
Hamilton, of —— Madison avenue, a consultation 
that afternoon at 3 o'clock. I told the doctor all 
that I myself knew at that time of my patient’s 
history. Three weeks before I had been ina Fifth 
avenue stage; a gentleman had politely arisen to 
offer his seat to a lady at the moment that the stage 
gave a sudden lurch which threw them both violently 
against each other and against the end of the stage. 
He broke the fall for her, but he received a blow on 
the head, which member came in contact with the 
money-box with a sharp crack. 

Accustomed to the sight of psin and suffering aa I 
was, the sound of the blow and his suddenly livid 
face gave me a feeling of sickness which did not 
wholly leave me for an hour afterward. Involun- 
tarily I caught him in my arms—he was a slightly 
built man—and directed the driver to stop at the 
firat hotel. The gentleman was unconscious, and I 
feared that he had sustained a serious fracture of the 
Skull He was evidently a man of culture, and, I 
thought, not an American. I therefore wished, if 
possible, to save him a police or hospital experience, 
By taking him into the first hotel I reasaned, we 
could examin him, learn who and what he was, where 
he lived, aud after reviving bim send him home in a 
carriage. 

The process of bringing him back to conscicusness 
was slow, and as the papers on his person, which we 
felt at liberty to examin, gave no clue to his residence, 
we concluded to put him to bed and trust to further 
developmente-to shdw us what to do in the matter of 


removal. The lady on whose account he had received 
the injury had given me her card, which bore a well- 
known name on the avenue, and had stated that she 
would, if necessary, be responsible for all expense at 
the hotel. It was deemed best, therefore, to put him 


to bed, as I said before, and wait for him to indicate | 


for himself the next move. I placed in the safe of 
the hotel his pocketbook, which contained a large 
sum of money—large, that is, for a man to carry on 
his person in these days of checks and exchanges— 
and his watch, which was a handsome one, with this 
inscription on the inside cover: “T. O., from Flor- 
ence.” The cards in his pocket bore different names 
and addresses, mostiy foreign, but the ones I took 
for his own were finely engraved, and read, “Mr. T. 
C. Lathro,” nothing more. No address, no business ; 
simply calling cards, of a fashionable size and of the 
finest quality. 

This, as I say, was about three weeks before I con- 
cluded to call Dr. Hamilton in consultation, and I 
bad really learned very little more of my patient's 
affairs than these facts taken from his pocket that 
first day while he was still unconscious. He was 
silent about himself, and while he had slowly grown 
better his progress toward health did not satisfy me, 
nor do I think that he was wholly of opinion that I 
was doing quite all that should be done to hasten 
his recovery. He was always courteous, self-poised, 
and able to bear pain bravely, but I thought he 
watched me narrowly, and I several times detected 
him in a weary sigh and an impatient movement of 
the eyebrows, which did not tally with his assump- 
tion of cheerful indifference and hospitality. I use 
ihe word hospitality advisedly, for his effort always 
seemed to be to treat me as a guest whom he must 
entertain and distract from observing his ailments, 
rather than as a physician whose business it was to 
discover and remedy them. 

He had declined to be moved, said he was a 
stranger, had no preferences as to hotels, felt sure this 
one was as comfortable as any, thanked me over and 
over for having taken him there—and changed the 
subject. He would talk as long as I would allow 
him on any subject, airily, brightly, readily. On any 
subject, that is, except himself. Yet from his con- 
versation I had gathered that he had traveled a great 
deal was a man ot wealth and culture—whether 
French, Italian, or Russian, I could not decide. He 
spoke all of these languages, and words from each 
fitted easily into place when for a better English one 
he hesitated or was at a loss. Indeed, he seemed 
to hav seen much of every country and to hav 
observed impartially, without national prejudice. He 
knew men well, too well to praise reckléssly, and he 
sometimes gave me the impression, I can hardly say 
how, that blame was a word whose meaning he did 
not know. He spoke of having seen deeds of the 
most appalling nature in Russia, and talked of their 
perpetrators sometimes, as good and brave men. He 
never appeared to measure men by their exceptional 
acts. Occasionally I contested these points with 
him, and I am not sure but that it may hav been the 
interest I took in his conversation that held me as 
his physician, for, as I said, I was well aware that he 
did not improve as he should kav doze after the first 
few days. But I liked to hear him talk. He was a 
revelation to me. I greatly enjoyed his breadth and 
charity—if I may so express the mental attitude 
which recognized neither the possession of, nor the 
need for, either quality in his judgments of his 
fellow-men. He had evidently not been able to pass 
through life under the impression that character, like 
cloth, is cut to fit a certain outline, and that after 
the basting threads are once in no further variation 
need be looked ior. Indeed, I question if he would 
hav been able to comprehend the mental condition of 
those “grown-up,” “educated” children who are 
never sble to outgrow the comfortable belief that 
words and acts hav a definit, inflexible, par value, 
that an unabridged dictionary, so to speak, is an in- 
fallible appeal; who, in short, expect their villains to 
be consistently and invariably villainous, in the regu- 
lation orthodox fashion. 

Iadividual shades of meaning, whether of language 
or of character, do not enter into their simple phi- 
losophy. Mankind suffers, in their pennyweight 
scales, a shrinkage that is none the less real because 
they never suspect that the dwarfage may be due to 
themgelvs, to their system of weights and measures. 
All variations from their standard indicate an un- 
varying tendensy to mendacity. He whom they once 
detect in a quibble, or in an attempt to acquire the 
large end of a bargain, never recovers—what is per- 
haps only his rightful heritage, in spite of an occa- 
sional lapse—the respect and confidence of these 
primer students who sre inflexible judges of all 
mentai and moral manifestations. 

I repeat that this comfortable and regular philos- 
ophy was foreign to my patient's mental habits, and 
I began to consider, the more I talked with him, 
that it did not agree with my own personal observa- 
tions. I reflected that I was not very greatly sur- 
prised, nor did I lose faith in a man necessarily, when 
I discovered him in a mean or questionable action. 
Why, then, should I be surprised to find those of 
whom I had known only ill engaged in deeds of the 


| most unselfish nature? Deeds of heroism and wen- 


erosity, such as he often recounted as a part of the 
life of some of these same terrible Russian officials ? 
There seems, however, to ke that in us which finds it 
far easier to reconcile a single mean or immoral action 
with an otherwise upright life, than to believe it 
likely, or even possible, for a depraved nature to per- 
form, upon occasion, deeds of exalted or unusual 
purity. Yet so common is the latter that its failure 
of recognition by humanity in general can be due, it 
seems to me, only to a wrong teaching or to a stu- 
pidity beyond even normal bounds. For, after all, 
the bad man who is all bad is really a less frequent 
product than that much talked of, but rare creature, 
a perfect woman. Perhaps one could count the 
specimens of either of these to be met with in a life- 
time 6n the fingers of one hand. 

But to return to my patient and his story. It was 
of these things that he and I had often talked, and 
I had come to greatly respect the self-poise and 
acute observation, as well as the broad human sym- 
pathy, of this reserved and evidently sad-hearted 
man. Sad-hearted I knew, in spite of his keen sense 
of humor and his firm grasp of philosophy. 

I gave Dr. Hamilton a brief outline of all this, as 
well as of the physical condition of the man whom 
he was to see, for I believe it to be quite as impor- 
tant for a physician to understand and diagnose the 
mental as the physical conditions of those who come 
under his care before he can prescribe intelligently 
for other than very trifling ailments. 

You can imagin my surprise when I tell you that 
the moment Dr. Hamilton stepped into the room and 
I mentioned his name, my patient, this self poised 
man of the world, whose nerves had often seemed to 
me to be of tempered steel, looked up suddenly as 
you hav seen s timid child when it is sharply reproved 
—and fainted dead away. i . 

II. . 

I confess that I expected a scene. 

I glanced at the doctor, but he showed no sign of 
ever having seen my patient before, and went to work 
with me in the most methodical and indifferent way 
possible to revive him. 

“You did not mention that this was one of his 
&ymptoms—a peculiarity of his—has he been subject 
to this sort of thing? Did he say he was subject to 
it before he hurt his head, or has it developed 
since?” the doctor inquired quietly as we worked. 

I bit my lip. His tone was so erasperatingly cool, 
while, knowing my patient as I did, his startled man- 
ner and sudden fainting had impressed me deeply. 

“It is the first time," I said, “ since he was hurt 
—that is, since he recovered consciousness after the 
blow, that he has exhibited the slightest tendency to 
anything of the kind.” 

I hesitated, then I said, “Doctor, if you know 
him, if this is the result of seeing you suddenly [for 
he did not know who was to come], don’t you think 
—would it be well—do you think it best for you to 
be where he will see you when he begins to revive?” 

The doctor stared at me, then at my patient. “I 
don’t know him; never saw him before in my life so 
far as I know. What did you say his name is? 
Mmmum, oh, yes, Lathro—first and only time I ever 
heard it. Ob, no, I suppose his nerves are weak. 
The excitement of seeing me—the idea of a er—con- 
sultation.” 

I smiled involuntarily. “You don’t know the 
map, doctor,” said I. “He is bomb-proof as to 
nerves in that sense of the word. He-—-a—there 
must be some other reason. He must hav mistaken 
you for some one else. I am sorry to trouble you, 
doctor, but—would you kindiy step into the other 
room? He will open his eyes, now, you see.” 

When, a moment later, my patient recovered con- 
sciousness, he glanced about him furtivly, like a 
hunted man. He did not look like himself. He ex- 
amined my face closely, suspiciously, I thought, for 
a moment. ` Then I laughed lightly aud said, “ Well, 
old fellow, you've been trying your hand at a faint. 
That’s a pretty way to treat a friend. I come in to 
see you—you step out, to nobody knows where, to 
Noman’s land, and giv me no end of trouble rowing 
you back to our shore. What did you eaf for dinner 
that served you that kind of a trick ?" 

He looked all about the room again, examined my 
face and then smiled, for the first time since I had 
known him, nervously, and said : 

“I think my digestion must be pretty badly out 
of.order. I'll declare I saw double when you came 
in. I thought there were two of you and the other 
one—wasn’t you.” 

I laughed. “That is good. Two of me, but the 
other one wasn't me. Well, thank heaven, there is 
only one of me up to date.” 

He smiled but seemed disturbed still. I decided 
to ask him a direct question. ‘ Well, now, just sup- 
pose there had been two of me, is that an excuse for 
you to faint? Does associating with one of me try 
you to that extent that two of me would prostrate 

ou?” 
He did not take me up with his old manner. He 
was listless and absent. I said that I would go down 
to the office and order some wine and return at once. 
I slipped into the other room, and with my finger on 
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my lips motioned to Dz. Hamilton to pass out quietly 
before me. I followed him. 

“There is something wrong, doctor,” I said. “F 
am sorry, but I will hav to ask you to go without 
seeing him again. I can’t tell you why yet, but T'li 
try to find out and let you know. Order some cham. 
pagne sent up to me, please, as you go out, and I 
will see you as soon as I can." 

The moment I reéatered the room my patient, 
whose restless eyes met mine as I opened the door, 
said: “I thought you were talking to some one.” 

“I was," said I carelessly, “a beli-boy. I ordered 
wine. It will be up soon.” 

Then I changed the subject, but he was nervous and 
unlike himself, and none of the old topics interested 
him. When the doctor opened for the boy with the 
wine an expression of actual terror passed over my 
patient's face. When I left him a half hour later I 
was puzzled and anxious. 


III. 


The moment I entered his room on the following 
day he said, *I thought you had planned to hav 
another doctor come and look me over yesterday." 
He was watching me closely as I spoke. ‘Did I 
hear you mention his name ?" 

Ah, thought I, here is a mystery, in spite of Dr. 
Hamilton's denial. I willtry him. 

“Yeu,” I said. “I had decided to ask the best 
homeopathic doctor I know—a skillful man, espe- 
cially successful in diagnosing cases—to overhaul you 
and see.if he agrees with me that you ought to be on 
your feat this blessed minute if my diagnosis of your 
case is entirely right. I don’t see why you are so 
weak. He may find the spring that I hav missed. 
Why qv 

“Did you—I am not acquainted with the doctors 
here. I think you said his name ie " 

“I hav not mentioned his name to you," I said, 
“but the one I had in mind is Dr. Hamilton of —— 
Madison avenue." 

There was no doubt about it.: The color rose 
slowly to his face and he was struggling for self- 
control. At length he said, “ No, I do not wish to 
see another doctor. I am perfectly satisfied with 
you. J am—I say—no, positivly. Do not ssk him 
—that is, do not ask anyore to come unless I know 
and definitly agree to it. And I certainly shall want 
to know who he is first." 

All this was wholly foreign to the man, to his nat- 
ure and habit. 

*'Tell me," I said, *what you hav against Dr. 
Hamilton, for I cannot fail to see that there is some- 
thing behind all this.” l 

He did not reply for some time. Then he said 
wearily, but with great depth of feeling: 

“I suppose I may as well tell you . T ogn 
not forgiv him for an injury—I did him—long ago." 

I did not say anything nor did I look at him. 
Presently he went on hoarsely, “If I had only injured 
him perhaps I could get over it. But I took a mean 
advantage of—I did it through a woman who liked 
him—and whom he—loved and trusted." 

There was another long silence. Then I said, 
* You were right to tell me, Lathrop. You need not 
fear that I will betray you to him—and—he does 
not know. you. He did not recognize you, either 
before or after you fainted. Of course I knew there 
was something wrong. He will not come again.” 

. He sprang to his feet, and a wave of red surged 
into his face. 
. “T knew it. IknewI had seen him. I was sure 
it was not a delusion,” he said. “He was here. 
No, he would not know me. He never saw me. I 
did not injure him like a man. I struck from— 
behind a woman. A woman who cared for his 
respect—and I let him blame her. Isuppose I could 
get over it if it were not for that. I eame back here 
partly to let him know, if I could some way, that she 
was not to blame.” 

There was another long silence. “And partly to 
get rid of myself. Russia did not do it, Turkey, 
France, none of'them. I thought perhaps he would 
—I had some sort of a wild idea that he might—set- 
tle with me—some way. I hav carried that forged 
check in my brain, until——” 

I started visibly. I had no idea it was so bad as 
this. I changed my position wo hide or cover the 
involuntary movement I had made; but he had seen 
it and the color died out of his face. He forced him- 
self to begin again. "I carried that forged check—” 
He wes articulating with horrible distinctness now 
— wherever I went. She never knew anything 
about it. She knew I was—she thought or feared 
that I might be somewhat —what you Americans call 
crooked, but she did not know the truth—not until 
the very last. She knew that I had been unreliable 
—in some ways, long ago; but she did not dream of 
the worst. At last, sometimes I think I was a fool 
to hav done it, but I told her. I told her the whole 
truth and—and she left me. She had borne every- 
thing till then. Ithink she came here. Before long 
I followed. She told me not to, and I said I would 
not, but—of course I did. I could not help it. I 
knew then, and I know now, that I am puttirg 
myself into the clutches of the law; but I do not 
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care—not now—not since I cannot find— Florence 
Campbell.” 

He pronounced the name as if it were a treasure 
wrung from him by force. 

“Tit is the only really eriminal thing I ever did. I 
do not know why I did it. They say that crime—a 
taste for it—develops slowly, by degrees. Maybe 
I had money 
enough, but oh, my God, how I bated him. I saw 
that he was growing to love her without knowing it. 
I often heard them talking together. They did not 
know if, and if they had it could not hav been more 
innocent. But I was madly jealous, for the first time 
in my life. I determined to make him think ill of 
her, and yet, I said just now that forgery was my 
only crime. That was worse, by far, but I believe it 
is not a crime in law. _ 

He smiled acornfully. “I hav outgrown all that 
now. The storm has lefi me the wreck you see, but 
I thought it ail out last night and determined to tell 
you. You are to tell him—for her sake,” he said be- 
tween his set teeth. “He may see her yet, some day. 
She will never return to me, God bless her! God 
help us both !” 

“No, she will never return to you or to anyone 
else,” I said, as gently as I could. 

He sprang up with the energy of a maniac. “How 
do you know? What do you know?” he demanded. 

“T only know that she is dead, my friend,” I said, 
placing my hand on his arm, “and that Dr. Hamilton 
does not wish to punish you. I heard it all—the 
story of the forgery of his name, and that a Florence 
Campbell was in some way connected with it. I 
heard it from him, long, long ago, but he does not 
kuow that: you are Tom Campbell. You are safe.” 

* Does not wish to punish me. Iam safe! Great 
God, no one eould punish me. I do that. Safe! 
Oh, the irony of language !" i 

There was a long pause. He had gone to the 
window and was stering out into the darkness. 
Presently the sound of convulsiv sobbing filled the 
room. I thought best to remain near the door and 
make no effort to check his grief with words. At 
last the storm spent itself. He eame slowly into the 
middle of the room and stood facing me. At length 
he said: “ One of the greatest, punishments is gone, 
thank God. Fiorence Campbell is dead, you say. 
Do you know what it is, doctor, to wish that one you 
loved was dead ?” 

“Yea, yes," I said, “but it is best for you not to 
talk any more, nor think, just now, not of that, not 
of that.” 

He broke in impatiently, “ Don’t you know me well 
enough yet to know that thet sort of thing, that sort 
of professional humbug, is useless? Must not talk 
more of that, nor think of it, indeed! What else do 
you suppose I ever think of? The good men who 
are bad, and the bad ones who are good—the pup- 
pets of our recent conversations. Suppose we boil 
it down a little. Am Iabad man? That is a ques- 
tion that puzzles me. Am Ia good one? At least 
I can answer that, and yet I never did but one crim- 
inal deed in my whole life and I hav done a great 
many so-called good ones to set over against it.” 

“Then you can answer neither question with a 
single word," I said. 

He took my hand and pressed it with the frenzy 
of a new hope. 

“At least one man’s philosophy is not all words,” 
he said. ‘ You act upon your theories. You are the 
only one I ever knew who did." 

“Perhaps I am the only one you ever gave the 
chance," I replied, still holding his hand. 

We stood thus silent for a moment. Then he said 
with an inexpressible accent of satire, * Would you 
advise me to try it, doctor, with anyone else?” 

I deliberated some time before I replied. Then I 
said: “No, I am sorry to say that I fear it would 
not be safe. There is still so much tiger in the 
human race. No, do not tell your story again to 
anyone, it can do no good. Most certainly I would 
advise you not io try it ever again.” 

As I left the room he said, “ True, true; it can do 
no good, none whatever.” 
The next day he left. I never saw him again. 
Two years later I received a kind letter from him in 
which he greatly overestimated all I had done for 
him. The letter came from St. Petersburgh and was 
signed, “T. Lathro Campbell, colonel Imperial 
Guard.” I fancied, in spite of his letter, that he 
would rather sever all connection with this country, 
and feel that he had no ties or past, so I never an- 
ewered his letter. Sometimes I wonder if he mis- 
understood my silence and accepted it as a token of 
unfriendliness, and yet, well, I hav never been able 
to decide just what would be least painful to him, so 
Ilet it drift into years of silence, and perhaps, after 
all, these very good intentions of mine may be only 
cobblestones added to the paving of the streets of a 
certain dread but very populous city which is, in 
these days of Agnosticism, quite a matter of jest in 
polite socieiy. 
Who shall say? Which would he prefer, friendly 
communication or silence and forgetfulness? 

Herren H. GARDENER. 

185 West 82d st., New York. 
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Character. 

We must not confüse the peculiarities of persons 
with their characters, though the term has passed 
into & meaning which is not strictly in keeping with 
its importance. We are accustomed to look upon 
character as reputation, when we should substitute 
moral worth for reputation, and it is in this latter 
Bense we intend to view it. 

Character is not slways that which appears upon 
the rurface of & man’s life, though in the matter of 
judgment we form the- estimation of a man’s inner 
qualities from the outer. Here is the point of de- 
ception, as the polished external hides the filth of 
personality oftentimes. This is a false measure. “ All 
is not gold that glitters,” and this we quote as a: 
means whereby we may be guarded in our estimation 
of character. Men assume the persons of their ge- 
quaintance to be what they are, and trust entirely to 
the outer show. It is our duty to be guarded in cur - 
estimation of worth, for on account of our locality 
we find the inner obscure. 

* Appearances are deceptiv.” Some persons are 
like to a window of the stores, full of show, pretense, 
and adornment; others are like to a tailor’s dummy- 
block, which has at its ends such a decent show of 
list, but is only covered with three-quarters of a yard 
of cloth—make-believes. Many are like to those per- 
sons who moat religiously wash their hands and face, 
but seldom sully clean water by washing their bodies, 
but who believe in wearing themselvs clean. These 
are & person's exterior, and from the same men are 
called good or bad. Now by a certain theologie 
thermometer men pronounce these pious. By strict 
adherence to a "calling" and an “election” or 
* means of grace,” these are termed pious, or by a 
disregard of these things they are accounted impious. 
Under a Christian name sects range their judgment 
of character, but they show how utterly base are 
their methods of judgment. The ravings of fanatics, 
the outrageous praying machinery, the assumpticn 
of religious bigotry, the frequent appearance at re- 
ligious ordinances—by these things persons judge 
character. They do not endeavor to scrutinize mo- 
tiv; they attempt not to pierce with telescopic power 
into the inner qualities of man.  . 

True worth is the full measure, the complement of 
man. It shows the duty of all relationships in life. 
Character means the measure of every part of us, not 
only as we are known to others, but as every motiv 
and desire is known to ourselvs. 

Now, character is formed of instincts, affections, 
emotions, desires, sentiments, and actions. It com- 
prehends all these states under its name. The low- 
est order of instincts givs birth to a larger and 
fuller exercise. They become a power whereby a 
passion beyond them is fed. Selfishness giva place to 
larger affections. The localized affection for our fam- 
ily or friends widens, the mind becomes benevolent, 
until all men are included under our affections. 
Emotions and desires lead us to the highest goal of 
truth and worth, the recognition of all that is beauti- 
ful and pure. Thence by sotion we qualify our 
minds to occupy lofty moral positions. Full and 
free flows the pure stream of character. 

By what process does the mind arrive at this great 
distinction? All nature and experiences answer, 
“By the slow process of education, the process of 
growth.” From the lowest order man has risen by 
this rule to the lofty position he now occupies. The 
present is the womb of his future. The germ of 
this ia laid and his positiv individuslism is the father 
of his life’s offspring. A still loftier being awaits 
this resultant, an evolution of noble qualities. 

Wherever the feet of man hav been pl&nted upon 
our world they hav left traces of his habits and cus- 
toms. The days in which we liv show how wide is 
that gulf of being which separates the ages of bar- 
barism from the now. The nineteenth century civili- 
zation is far removed from prehistoric man. Tyler, 
Lubbock, Spencer, and a whole host of others by 
their researches show how great is that chasm which 
lies between the barbaric instincts and the groping 
after the ideal of self-realization. 

Now, definit time can be stated as to the years 
which hav accumulated in the world's history. Nor 
can it be said that we can compute the age of the 
moral development. Neither are we able to estimate 
the future. All we know is, the forces are making 
onward with a majestic sweep, but long ahd tedious 
is the work to be done. ; . 

We accept to do certain moral axiome, without any 
questionings whatever. We say, “ Right is right all 
the world over.” But what is “right” here is wrong 
somewhere else ; and what is right in France, Russia, 
India, or Turkey, is wrong amongst ua. 

The quality of rightness is geographical, or local ; 
and there will constantly be heard on all hands the 
question: “ What is right?’ The moral code passed 
down to us was contested for by our forefathers. 
These things were in the atmosphere when we came 
hither. They are our vitals. The minds of men bow 
to the principles of national and ‘social right, and 
there form a moral code. That which is called right 
or wrong is ever a point of contest, and must be con- 
tested. Men hav to readjust this code. 

This question is helping to form society on a 
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firmer basis. War, the enemy of nations—and of 
homes—this devastator of human life—the womb of 
pestilence, famin, and socis! decrepitude—around the 
head of which the aureola has gathered—the religious 
demon which has been blessed by myriad prayers, 
smiled upon by bishops and archbishops—the 
ehuroh's God—to conciliate which men are trained, 
and the ranks chaplained—this dread “ death-letting 
seer"—the Old Testament blessed it, and Jesus 
Christ sent the sword forth—this dread phantom is 
giving place to a purer spirit of moral worth, even 
though the eastern hemisphers be armed to the teeth. 
This higher moral power is the noble mind-stirring 
spirit of arbitration which shall get to its banner far 
more resruits than the eagle of Rome or the union- 
jack of Great Britain. May heaven send it great 
blessings! Slavery, that hydra-headed monster, 
which too has received the smile of the Chrisiian’s 
: Bible, and her God—the slavery of human lives, 
whether it be that of our colored brother and sister, 
or that of the white man, no matter if it be that such 
are kidnapped by African slave-dealers, or held in 
bondage by the sweating system of England—ihis is 
giving place to a spirit of freedom ; the moral lesson 
will soon be felt in the lowest stratum of society. 
The love cf gambling, and the moral contraband 
trading in women; the rights of women ; are-adjust- 
ment of the marriage laws; political, social, and 
religious freedom. These things are passing the fire 
of moral judgment, and they will lead to a fuller ex- 
hibition of individual worth. 
The foregoing hav been cited to prove that that 
which is true in one realm of ethics bears its correla- 
tiv in other realms. ‘The history of the whole is that 
of its parts. “The survival of the fittest” is a term 
applicable to all ciroumstances in the highest moral 
legislature. That slone can “survive” which can 
fulfill its functions and minister to the growth of to- 
day. Again and again, it may truly be asserted, the 
past has made our present, the to-morrow and the 
next day will be formed from the to-day. Neither 
can we assume that life is life without guidance, as 
around us are innumerable agencies to lead us 


onward. - 


It is understood that we are still keeping in our 
minds the rule that charaoter's worth comes only 
through the education of all powers within us. The 
iransmission of thought was carved for us by hands 
long since cold. The alphabet is the work of days 
. and sges gone by. Upon this we build our sublim- 

est philosophy and profoundest scientific speculations. 
We, too, are laying stones of future greatness for our 
world, and when our hands and brains shall fail 
others will take the places now occupied by us. 
“Let us then be up and doing," learning “to labor 
and to wait.” 

With the deathblow which incoming virtues shall 
giv to the contracted habits of men, when veracity, 
prudence, fortitude chastity, and justice shall hav 
slain their contending powers, then shall love flourish 
within us—love of ali that is just, true, noble, and 
good ; love of all that is beautiful in nature, art, in 
men, and in woman. From this realm we shall carry 
our speculations higher and still higher, until before 
the spirit of life present in all men shall reverently 
bow. 

This is the process of character's formation, some- 
times silent as the dew in its operation, at other 
times deep and majestic as the rolling deep or the 
northeast blast; often acting like the sunlight, now 
and then touched with the voleanie power; now in 
the haste and worry—uader all skies—until the 
calmness be acquired, until in the spirit of medita- 
tion over the philosophy of life all fears and anxieties 
are removed far from us. In thought compassing 
land and ses, yea, and all heaven above us; and, 
when the setting sun of life shall gild the snow-clad 
‘hights of age, the mind in a supreme tranquillity 
shall sleep the sleep of death. CERTUS. 
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A wrona submitted to prepares for a wrong to be 
‘done. He who does noi know his own rights will 
-not recogniza his duties. One who has the ignominy 
‘nto be a slave has tbe injustice to be a master, sub- 
„mission always leading to tyranny. Our own rights 
„and those of others go together, the recognition of 
ione not being possible without that of the other, or 
. the assertion of one without that of its correlativ ; go 
: that our own self-respect is necessary for our proper 
: Ü&reatment of our fellows. As nearly all op- 

-spression comes from limitations claimed to be for 
“the general good, and urged by some class in its own 

- interest, we ehould avoid not only special legislation, 

- but more legislation than is necessary. The least 
- government is the bent, government. Laws 
-cannot much help men, and should aim only to let 
:them hav equal chances to belp themselvs. The 


' «province of government is properly limited to secur- 


“ing us our rights in the necessary contact of men 
swith men, and does not extend to giving us help. 
While the government protects us when plowing, it 
-s@oes not plow for us; and while it awards us our 
money (when claimgd by others), it does not make 
< our money for us.— Bierbower, 


‘lifted hand as on the Bible. 
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Kissing the Book.: 


“Strawa show which way ihe wind blows;" and 
the latest siraw which indicates the ever freshening 
wind of state secularization is a decision of Judge 
Arnold, of Philadelphia, on March 26th, that, in giv- 
ing testimony in court, it is unnecessary to kiss the 
book. : 

The ease in question was a suit brought by the 
pupils of one Professor Stone, the owner and man- 
ager of some “ Artistic Ladies’ Tailoring and Dress- 
making Parlors,” on a charge of conspiracy and false 
pretense. One of ihe witnesses for the defense, & 
Miss Marian Taylor. had partially given her testi- 
mony, when a juror objected because she had not 
kissed the Bible. Thereupon a breezy discussion 
sprang up between the lawyers, which was cut short 
by Judge Arnold’s ordering the witness to be sworn 
by the uplifted hand. He added: 

“I am not surprised that thie witness did not kiss 
the book. J would not do it either—a dirty book like 
that. This custom is a relic of idolatry and the 
sooner it is abolished the better it will be. I don’t 
think this witness objected to kissing the book be- 
cause she intended to lie, but because it is a dirty 
book. I respect her regard for her person and her 
health.” 

The italics are cur own, a8 we wished to empha- 
size that portion of the judge’s spesch which is 
especialiy startling to this conservativ city of ours. 
When our court judges protest against kissing the 
book, not only on hygienic grounds, but because it 
“ig a relie of idolatry,” and when they clinch their 
protest by the assertion that they themselvs “would 
not do it either,” the days of the judicial oath are num- 
bered. The daily papers, indeed, aiready scknow!- 
edge that Judge Arnold’s decision “may work a 
complete revolution in the courts in that particuler.” 
And the Press has deemed the occurrence of suffi- 
cient importance to be made the subject of editorial 
eommeni—being careful, however, to change the 
words of the judge, “a relic of idolatry,” into “s 
relic of barbarism.” This cbange hes doubtless 
been made to spare the feelings of its orthodox 
patrons, who may be sensitiv over the slight upon 
thsir Bible fetich; and for this littie concession 
to prejudice, I suppose we osn hardly blame any 
newspaper. It further adds editorially : 

The Bible in use is generally a very dirty one, and the 
practice of having every witness, high and low, clean and 
dirty, healthy and sick, press his or her lips to it in taking 
the oath, is a disgusting survival from an age of superstition, 
which is exceedingly offensiv to a nice taste, and favorable 
to the spread of disease. 

After the trial, Judge Arnold was interviewed, and 
asked what he meant. He replied: 

I mean that it was established by the church to show the 
humiliation of the people before the first judges, who were 
clerics. It has been abolished in England; judicial declara- 
tion subject to penalties being substituted. 

I mean that it is a relic of a superstitious age and super- 
Stitious people, under the subjection of priestcraft. Itisa 
relic of that age in which trial by fire took the place of trial 
by jury; when a man’s guilt or innocence depended on his 
physical capacity to resist pain and torture; but its worst 
feature is-the dirt and disease which is imparted to the book 
by the constant handling it receives from dirty witnesses, and 
I not only would not kiss such a book myself, but hav a re- 
spect for those who hav enough respect for themselvs to 
refuse to do so. 

It is like the custom of kissing brass toes of graven im- 
ages; some worshipers kiss the toe until it is worn smooth; 
while others only stoop down and pretend to kissit. They 
are just as devout as those who touch the toe with their lips, 
but they hav too much regard for their health to touch their 
lips to the spot where thousands of others hav been. 

I think swearing on the Bible should be abolished. I 
think a witness can take just as good an oath with the up- 
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But itis not likely that the ripples of excitement 
created will be confined to the abuse into the midst 
of which this decision dropped so unexpectedly. As 
is usual in such cases, the effects will eventually spread 
far beyond the present area. If kissing the Bible is 
acknowledged by such high authority to ba “a relic 
of idolatry which ought to be abolished,” psopls will 
soon be asking why that other relic of idolatry, the 
uplifted hand and the oath, should not also be done 
away with. “It is only the first step which costs." 
And they will then come to see the advisability of 
bringing about what the American Secular Union į 
demands in this respect, viz., “ The substitution of a 
solemn affirmation, under the pains and penalties of 
perjury, in the courts, and in all other departments of 
the government, in place of the common forme of a 
judicial oath.” Ipa C. Crappocr, 

Cor. Sec. American Secular Union. 


j———————————— — Qd is a S 


Lack of Accuracy, Ete. 


Brorner Macpomanp: You acsuse me of “a lack of 
accuracy” in repeating what you said about slates 


{and mediums. 


Lat us see. You concede thai I quoted you cor- 
rectly as saying, “Why must a slate go under a 
table?” But my next sentence you object to ss inac- 
curate, to wit: 

And yon add that all the mediums to whom you and Mr. 
McArthur went refused to allow the slates to be kept in 
aight all the time. ' 

To prove this statement inaccurste you repeat 
your own words, as follows: 

When, however, it was proposed that the conditions be 
made auch that the medium could not hold slates away out 
of sight and otherwise manipulate them, the media refused 
the sittings as one man. ` 

Not wanting to quote this whole sentence, I made 
& partial abridgment of it; and I now fail to see 
wherein my statement is essentially inaccurate. I 
did not misunderstand you. You now repeat that 
Mr. Keeler “fistly refused any sitting at all under 
ihe conditions indicated, which were to be such that 
he could not hold slates away out of sight and 
otherwise manipulate them.” 

In ne instance, so far as I know or hav been 
informed, does Mr. Keeler “hold the slates away out 
of sight ;” but in every insiance, I believe, or sup- 
pose, he manipulates one or both slaies. I appre- 
hend, therefore, that his refusal to allow you a sitting 
was due to your unreasonable requirement that he 
should not touch the slates. After he has handled 
them the sitter is always allowed to critically oxamia 
and tie them. 

And as & further imputation to me of inaccuracy, 
you quote from my private letter to you this 
sentence: : : 

Miss Wixon got a message from a departed friend, writ. 
ten while she held the tablet before the curtain. 

Had I written that for publication I would hav 
sgid, “a message purporting to come from a departed 
friend.” But even without ihe italicized words, I 
eppsal to the reader if it is not a perversion of my 
meaning to say as you do: 

Now, from that statement one would infer that Miss 
Wixon did get a message from some person deceased who 
hsa been her friend, and that she knew it to be her friend, 

The point I intended to make was simply the man- 
ner in which she got the message. I knew at the 
time that part of the writing, including the signa- 
ture, was illegible. This is frequently the case with 
messages thus obtained. But you gravely ask, 
* How does he [myself | know that a scrawl on a tab- 
let is the signature of a departed friend of Miss 
Wixon ?” 

Oh, hades! Did you not read my letter addressed 
to you and printed in the same Trourg Serer in 
which you undertake to catbaul me for inaccuracy ? 
And did I not, in ihat letter, say this: 

Do not understand me as receiving from these phenomena 
indubitable assurances of another life. I only say that the 
hypothesis of anotber life appears to be the only rational 
one by which to account for these phenomena. I therefore 
accept it provisionally and dispassionately, ready at any time 
to sbandon it for a more rational hypothesis. 

Holding that position as I do, and hav done for 
many years, I hope you now see in what a false posi- 
tion you hav placed me before your readers by your 
own “lack of acouracy," or of apprehension. 

And now in regard to Miss Wixon’s description of 
that séance, I hav only to say that she is altogether 
too confident of her ability to * discover the modus 
operandi" of the phenomena, if she could hav “ per- 
mission to sit within the cabinet inclosure during the 
performance.” Let me quote from my own letter to 
Tue Trura Szexer published June 16, 1888: 

Before the séance ended General Lippitt, with whom I am 
acquainted, was permitted to go behind the curtain. As he 
etood inside the inclosure, directly back of Mr. Keeler, his 
head and shou'ders were visible. The spirit hands came out 
as before through the curtain, and he assured us that there 
was no form visible behind. He was asked to raise both 
hands, and he did so, Still the spirit hands appeared. The 
guitar, tambourine, and bell were also sounded, sometimes 
two at once. He told us he could see tive instruments move 
as the sounds were produced. 

And again, ləsi the accuracy cf my observation in 
this case should be questioned, I will reinforce it by 
quoting General Lippiit's own description of that 
same &6ance: 

At the £éance, May 21, 1888, while I stood at the 4 end of 
the curtain, three hands appeared at once, one of them quite 
small aud delicate. Then two hands, both right hands, were 
repeatedly thrust through the screen at once, and shaken by 
several of the sitters. Then three hands appeared over the 
screen, patting the sitters at B and C, my pants being pulled 
and held, and I received a slap on the back from another 
hand that emerged from the screen. A writing by G. C. on 
a paper I was holding said, ** Come over ;” and I went be- 
hind the screen, where I stood for some time, looking sharply 
at everything about me, and passing my hand over Keeler’s 
back. While I stood there the table was tilted, raps were 
heard, and the guitar dragged over the floor "p to my feet 
and thrummed on, but no visible agency was perceptible. 
At the same time—and this was the most extraordinary fact 
of all—hands thrust through the screen in front were seen 
writing messages on tablets, while no trace of an arm or 
hand was visible behind the screen. During the whole time 
the screen remained undisturbed and touching the floor. 

This will be found on page 46 of an illustrated 
pamphlet of sixty-five pages, entitled, “Physical 
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Proofs of Auother Life,” by f'rancis J. Lippitt, sold 
by Brentanos, Washington, D. C. I knew nothing 
of the publication until months after my letters on 
the subject apposred in Tax Tuuru NEIKER, 
eral Lippitt hag given these manifestations a most 
thorough investigation, and I am sure that he would 
hav diseovered the modus operandi if such a discov- 
ery is possible. And so could I; who hav attended 
at least a dozen of the light-cirele téances. They hav 
been held three times a wook for seven years or more 
in Washington, and I hav yet to Jearn that any fraud 
has been detected in any of the performances. 

Miss Wixon's intimation, thərafore, that Mr. 
Keeler, by “a roguish twinkle in his eye" at parting, 
betrayed & consciousness that the performances were 
all trickery, ia both unwarrented and unjust. 

And in conclusion I will ask Miss Wixon if, while 
examining the message, she did not say to Mrs. 
Burr: “It is like what I hav had before, very imper- 
fect, but I imagin I know whose signature it is in- 
tended for,” or words to that effect? W. H. Burr. 


ee — ————— 
A Personal Nugget. 


A few weeks ago I wrote an article addressed “ To 
Any Spiritualist.” 

From various letter’ which I hav received in 
regard to the article, and from Mr. Longshore's 
criticisms in Taz Trura Seexer of January 11th, I 
am satisfied that the article, in its scope and spirit, 
was misunderstood. 

In that article I gave certain reasons why I could 
not accept the ceuirs] ideas of Spiritualism as gen- 
erally taught and understood. I might, with equal 
propriety, hav addressed the article to “any Chris- 
tian,” but preferred to address the Spiritualists be- 
cause I regarded them as a more intelligent olasa of 
people, and believed they would giv honest answers 
to honest questions. 

I did not ask tho questions in a bullying spirit, or 
to drive anyone to “ the wail,” as Mr. Longshore puts 
it, but with & sincere desire to be enlightened. 

But I must confess if Mr. Longshore is spokesman 
for the Spirituslisis of the country, and bis answer 
is the best that can be given, the Spiritualists, in 
regard to mental caliber, do not rank far above Chris- 
tians after all. At least I did not expect to be in- 
sulted by being called “gross and vulgar" because I 
asked what Mr. Longshore is pleased to call *tough 
and knotty” questions. 

Then he goes on io say, “Brother Peok knows 
better,” and intiragtes that Í ask these questions only 
to “ perplex and worry." That is to say, I am very 
dishonest for asking questions which he cannot 
answer. 

Mr. Longshore says that I know these questions 
cannot be answered, and that I am driving Spirit- 
ualists “ mercilessly to the wall, and leaving them 
helpless and defenseless.” 

It Mr. Lengshore is correct, then there is not as 
mush left of Spiritualism. as there is fo a cobweb 
after a cannon-ball has passed through it. 

In attempting to act the part of a critic I think 
Mr. Longshore has mistaken his calling. His proper 
place is in circus ring. Some man could meke a 
fortune out of him. He would attract general atten- 
tion. He can stand on his head, turn somersets, 
and perform such feais of ground and lofty tumbling 
as no other man hitherto has been able to accom- 

lish. 

n After making the broad statement that I asked 
questions which no Spiritualist could answer, one 
would hardly be prepared for the following: “ But I 
am not going to gratify him by telling him where it 
{the spirit] is located, whether in the brain or heart 
or nerves or stomach. Neither will I tell him whense 
it did come. Nor will I answer any of his taunting, 
_ trifling, impertinent questions.” 

No, Mr. Longshore is not going to answer any of 
my questions. But from the above quotation the 
fair inference is that he could. First he says these 
questions cannot be answered, and then he intimates 
that he could answer them but will not. 


Such language from a Christian would not hav 


surprised me, but I did think that most Spiritualists 
were at least decent. If I had known that Mr. 
Longshore was the most intelligent Spiritualist that 
the fraternity could boast of, I would hav known 
better than to ask such questions. 

Instead of answering my questions, which he virtu- 
ally claims he could, he whiningly aske, “ Why do 
you want to take this comfort, these grand ideas 
from us, and leave us without all that consolation 
they afford?” 

The same old Ohristian wail that I hav heard ever 
since I was a boy. If Mr. Longshore would stop 
talking like a parrot and consider more thoroughly 
the import of the language he uses, it might save 
him much mortification in the future. He acta like 
a boy rattling away on a drum without thought or 


system, but evidently much pleased with the noise. 


he makes. How he must hav swelled out when he 
said: “ Brother Peck, do not ask us too much. Giv 
us a rest.” Shoo, fly, don’t bodder me. He is justly 
entitled to a rest, for he must hav been-nearly ex- 
hausted when. he wrote his article. 


Gen-. 


From the char-! 


acter of bis article I would advise him to keep his 
little craft close aLongshore and never venture out 
into deep water. 

If he could not answer those questions, why not 
say SO like a man, or better still, say nothing about 
them? No thoughtful msn will ever call questions 
“trifling aud impertinent” simply because he cannot 
answer them. a i 

I was in hopes that some candid Spiritualist would 
take up the questions which I propounded and an- 
awer them in their regular order. Instead cf this I 
hav received pamphlets and Spiritual papers with 
marked articles, and some lettera, but no one has at- 
tempted a fsir, open, and honest reply. 

If no one in the flesh can answer the questions, 
let the mediums apply to those on the “other side," 
who, from the experiences which they hav passed 
through, ought to be able to answer them. 

If man has an immortal part or epark or principle, 
somebody ought to ba able to giv something like a 
rational clew toit. To assume that something exists 
which nobody can get an idea of, is, in my judgment, 
to insult common sense. Joun Pcs. 

Naples, N. Y. l 

oo 


The D:vil—Has He Had a Narcotic? 

_ It seems to be the opinion of the clergy in large 
cities that the devil stops his operations during the 
summer months, or that God without their aid car- 
ries on the saving process during the hot months, no 
doubt for the purpose of showing how he makes all 
things and circumstances accommodate themselves to 
the convenience of the messengers of salvation. 
Upon no other hypothesis can the shutting of the 
great churches during the summer months be 
acsounted for, except, indeed, we indulge in the 
somewhat uncharitable belief that these professional 
dispensers of the “great salvation” do not believe 
the thing, beyond making a profession of the busi- 
ness, otherwise they would not neglect the cure of 
souls committed to their charge. If the salvation of 
an immortal soul outweighs the destiny of suns and 
stars and systems, large numbers ought not to be 
neglected during a considerable portion of the year 
by those who so loudly assert that they are the 
mediums through whom salvation must come to 
falien humanity. “How can they hear without & 
preacher ?” says the apostle. Bui these men desert 
their posts and let “dear” souls” perish without the 
gospel going right away to hell. It may be they 
believe s heavenly narcotic effectiv for the hot season 
is administered by the obliging and partial powers of 
heaven to the old serpent, the devil, so that no harm 
will result in their absence. But it seems to be only 
the “swell” persons heaven obliges in this manner ; 
the men of smaller purse and often larger brain hav 
io hammer away at the “old deil” from weary month 
to weary month. The prince of darkness is given a 
free hand in their districts, the sole reasou apparently 
being the quantity of hard cash paid into the stipend 
fund. Big stipend means devil locked up during the 
hot weather, small stipend that he may fire away 
three hundred and sixty-five days in the year. 

How strange the whole thing is becomes apparent 
the closer attention we giv to the subject. The acts 
and condust of the leading clergymen lead us to be- 
lieve that they do not believe what they teach, 
otherwise they would never neglect the flock, that 
is, the poor of the flock, for such a length of time 
during the summer, or it may be they believe what 
they say to be true of the wealthy portion of their 


‘hearers, bué as this portion migrates to the seaside, 


or other places, during the time we speak of, it is 
not worth while to look after the poorer or “ chattle” 
sections of the assembly who do not add much to 
the clerical income. The fact is, all the relations of 
God, grace, and the parson, are regulated by good 
current coin of the commonwealth. An old lady, 
wife of a ruling elder, hit it off well when the minis- 
ter called to say good-bye on the eve of his departure 
to another “charge.” “I’m sorry," ssid his rever- 
ence, after & little talk of a general nature, “to hav 
to leave this pleasant place where I hav spent so 
many happy days, but it seems to me that the Lord 
has concluded I hav finished my task here and he 
has called me to snother corner of the extended vine- 
yard.” “Iam sorry to hear you are leaving us, Mr. 
So and So,” said the old lady; and with her knowl- 
edge of human nature, added, “ Might I ask ye how is 
the stipend were ye're going?” “Well,” replied his 
reverence, “it is a little better where I'm going than 
here, but of course that never influenced me—the 
Lord calls me and I cannot disobey his voice.” “I’m 
glad you take such a view of the matter,” she said, 
“but I am afraid the Lord would hav called long 
and loud before you would hav heard him, had there 
not been more pay.” She was right. The whole 
underlying idea of Ohristianity seems to be “for 
value received.” Man is saved by God because he 
got satisfaction from Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ, 
for the part he played, seems to hav got appointed a 
sort of deputy-boss of the universe. The whole 
is an affair of beam and scales. The devil seems, 
however, to hav had the best of the transaction, for 
had he got possession of all the human beings who 
ever appeared upon this planet, or that ever will ap- 
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pear, they could not hav been eo valuable a prize as 
he extracted from God almighty. Man being finite, 
no act of his, nor any number of acts, could be of 
an infinit nature, hence, had the devil got all men 
he would only hav had something of a finite nature or 
value. But the thing stands differently, for by good 
diplomatic skill he was able, so the theologians tell 
ug, to extract a sacrifice of infinit value from God, so 
that in this respect “Satan won off the almighty " to 
the extent of the difference between finite and “ in- 
finit Perhaps the devil thinks he bas scored points 
enough, end goes slow now and then to ease the 
clergy, who devote so much time to showing how . 
brilliant he is, having outwitted God and man. 

; W. Oro Hammonp. 
ee O 


Freethought in Sweden. 


Our friends in Sweden aro fighting orthodoxy for 
ail that they are worth. The Stockholm branch of 
the Utiliska society held, on February 23d, an open 
meeting, to which were invited all such persons as 
had been present when Lennsirend delivered his 
lecture on “God.” At the meeting, which wes 
largely attended—in fact, many had to leave for want 
of room—Mr. A. W. Mentzer read aloud four ad- 
The one signed by twelve psrsons of Upp- 
Skediha testified that in them, and, so far as they 
knew, also in the rest of the audience, had Lenn- 
strand’s lecture not produced general indignation 
but, on the contrary, general satisfaction. The 
second address of a similar character was signed by 
thirty-eight individuale, while the third, sigred by 
over two hundred men and women individually, tes- 
tified that the signers indorsed the view held by Lenn- 
strand and as a logics] consequence demanded the 
same treatment. The fourth address is to be signed 
by such persons, who, although they differ from the 
views held by Lennstrand, yet do disapprove of the 
“ enlightened” conduct of the government as mani- 
fested in its religious persecutions. The two last 
addresses are now being circulated in Sweden, and 
when they return, a copy of sach is to be presented 
to both courts and king. 

Two of Lennstrand’s so well-known open letters 
hav seen the light of day during last month. One 
was addressed to the king ; the other, and the most 
interesting one, to the attorney-general. In this the 
legal gentleman’s attention is called to the glaring 
inconsistencies of Swedish legal procedings, which, 
if not corrected, will result in a general contempt of | 
Swedish law among nativs as well as foreigners. 

But, of course, the cost of a campaign so activ is 
great, hence Fritänkaren No. 5 contains an appeal 
to Swedish Freethinkers to subscribe for this paper. 
To those of our Swedish friends here in America 
who do not know the psper, we will say send on $1 
to Capt. O. Thomson, 25 Bryggaregaten, Stockholm, 
for a year’s subscription for our vigorous, spicy little 
contemporary. If Friiänkaren is allowed to die the 
cause of our brother is lost. Let us not a me a 


Christian. 
—— d$: ————— — — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamison will lecture in Osceola, Ia., April 1st, 2d, 
and 8d; in Peoria, Ia., April 5th and 6th. Address, Des 
Moines, 1a. 

Pror. Van Buren DzNsLOw will speak ou “ The Social 
Utility of .Middlemen,” at the Liberal Club next Friday 
evening, April 4th, 220 East Fifteenth street. 


J. E. Remssure has just made his fifth tour of Texas, de- 
livering twenty-five lectures in the following towns: Deni- 
son, Denton, Mansfield, Fort Worth, Belton, San Antonio, 
Flatonia, Columbus, Cuero, Victoria, Hubbard City, Mc- 
Kinney, Tyler, Ingersoll, and Paris. Mr. Remsburg organ- 
ized five strong Secular societies with a total membership of 
nearly three hundred in San Antonio, Flatonia, Columbus, 
Cuero, and McKinney. The following officers were elected : 
San Antonio: Chas. L. Sauer, president; Otto Praeger, sec- 
retary; Benj. J. Manermann, treasurer. Flatonia: Henry 
W. Yeager, president; J. E. Faires, vice-pesident; T. E. 
Tanner, secretaty and treasurer. Columbus: A. C. Zumalt, 
president; R. W. Putney, vice-president; W. A. Matthews, 
secretary; Louis Weete, treasurer. Cuero: Wm. Westhoff, 
president; August Holzapfel, secretary. McKinney: H. 
E. Smith, president; E. W. Kirkpatrick, vice-president; F. 
C. Thompson, secretary; M. B. Rexrole, treasurer. Mr. 
Remsburg goes from Texas to Arkansas. 

————999—9——————— 

We will not be confined by historical, even geo- 
logical periods, which would allow us to doubt of a 
progress in human affairs. If we rise above the 
wisdom for the day, we shall expect that this morn- 
ing of the race, in which it has been supplied with 
the simplest necessaries, with corn and wine and 
honey, and oil and fire and articulate speech, and 
agriculture and other arts, reared up by degrees 
from the condition of ants to men, will be succeeded 
by a day of equally progressiv splendor ; that, in the 
lapse of the divine periods, other divine agents and 
godlike men will assiet to elevate the race as much 
above its present condition.— Thoreau. 


———— M3 »—————— 

Tuners are various, nay, ineredible faiths ; why 

should we be alarmed at anyef them? What man 
believes, God balieves.— Thoreau, 


- 


., taste, feel, or smell is, to ua, incomprehensible. 
. "this statement that neither Father, Son, or Holy 
"Ghost is comprehefisible, is an Infidel siatement ; it 
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Communications. 


Ged in the Constitution. 
BY A OHRISTIAN MISSIONARY. 


Inasmuch as a certain class of zeslous religionists, 
calling themselv= “ National Reformers,” are so ex- 
tremely anxious to hav the Constitution of the 
United States acknowledge the existence, majesty, and 
superintendisg power of God, that is, the God of the 
Christian, or what is kaown in Bible parlance as the 
“only living and trus God," it becomes a question 
of great importance at the present time as to what 
benefit could be reaped by the people by the inser- 
tion in the Constitution of the word, name, title, 
appellation, offise, or whatever the term may be, of 
-God, without a definition of the character, form, lo- 
cation, works, and designs, of the being whom 
they would designate by the term? I mean, suppose 
‘it should read in the Constitution something like 
< this, viz, “ We, as a nation, acknowledge and adore 
-tho God of Bible, who is the one only living and true 
: God, the creator and the preserver of the universe,” 
"what satisfaction would that be to these ‘ National 
Reformers,” inasmuch as they musi know that they 
do not, and cannot, agree among themselvs as to 
whether God is a personal being, or merely a prin- 
ciple, an idea, or an influence? But they cannot ex- 
plain the matter to their own, or anybody eise’s 
satisfaction. How can thsy explain the incomprehen- 
sible? Thai is. they say that God is “incomprehen- 
sible,” as witness the following from the creed of one 
of the oldest, most respectable, and most popular 
denominations, namely the Church of Engiand. 
Here is the “Creed of Ssint Athanasius,” and per- 


-+ haps this *explauation" of the godhead will be 


. placed in the Constitution, to which the Unitarians, 
-JUniversalists, Disciples, Adventists, Christians, and 
:zmany other sects are cordially invited to subseribe 
their unwavering faith, or they cannot be saved, for 
“go says the creed. We quote: “ Whososver wili be 
saved, before ali things it is necessary thai ho hold 
the Catholic faith.” 
Pardon a little comment, now and then, as we go 
--along. It is here observed that it is necessary to 
-galvation that we all shall believe, before all things 


. = else, the Catholic faith ; svd now read: “ Which faith 


“except everyone do keep whole and undefiled: with- 
>. out doubt he shall perish everlastingly.” Now, as all 

are to perish everlastingly, 4.e., either be burnt up 
: root and branch, as the Adventists and others hav it, 


‘or suffer the pangs of eternal torment, unless they 


believe the “ Catholic faith,” it becomes very impor- 
tant that we discover what we are required to be- 
' “lieve; ¿.e., providing it is possible, which we will dis- 
-cover it is not; and if not possible for us to believe, 
;"gome of us, and indeed all, who fail to believe tbis 
.i* Oatholie faith,” “whole and undefiled,” are bound 


|. = :$o be lost. 


Now for the “ Catholic faith." “And the Catholic 
faith is this: that we worship one God in trinity, 
and trinity in unity, neither confounding the persons, 

::nor dividing the substance" Now, keep in mind 


.- that, aa God must be acknowledged in the Constitu- 


tion, the Catholic, 4.e., the general and so-called ortho- 
dox definition of God, must also be found in the 
- Constitution. Well, let us ses what we are to under- 
stand about God: “For there is one person of the 
Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy 
Ghost.” That is, there sre three persons, each of 
whom is God, or, in other words, three personal Gods, 
yet forming one godhead, 7.¢., one firm, so to speak. 


`- “But this is not conceded, as we will farther see. 


' ** But the godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost is ell one; the glory equal, the 
majesty co-eternal.” This is just what I claimed, 
te, three personal co-equal gods; but, as I gaid, 
this conclusioa is denied, as we will see. We quote: 
“Such as is the Father, such is the Son, and such is 

. the Holy Ghost." The same. idea again—three per- 

,,BOonal, co-equal, co-eternal gods. Again: “The 


.. Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy 
.., Ghost unereate.” 
., course, s^lf-existent Goda. 


That is, three unereated and, of 
You say you cannot un- 
. derstand how one cf these personal gods is the 
son of another, and yet uncreated and salf existent. 
But the reason is explaised in the next verse, and 
you will clearly see why that point is not understood 


. ,by you. Hearken: “The Father incomprehensible, 
"^. 4the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost iv- 


 ,eomprehensible." Weil, we might as well stop right 
here and say no more, for if the Father, Son, and 
‘Holy Ghost are incomprehensible, why did the maker 


‘of this creed, one Athanasius, undertake to say any- 
_thing about the personality, the co-equality, the co- 
eternity, the uncreated state of three beings who are 


all incomprehensible? It is sheer nonsense, and 


: ~ waste of time and breath, to undertake to under- 
. stand anything whatsoever about that which cannot 


be comprehended by any of the senses that we are 
endowed with. That whieh we can neither see, hear, 
And 


is more, it is Atheistical, for it is not only equivalent 


|Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent?" 


| to saying, there is no God, nor Christ, nor Holy 
Ghost, but it flatly contradicts many emphatic state- 
ments of the soriptures, which those who believe this 
impossible “ Catholic faith " profess to reverence. I 
am not discussiag the question of the existence of a 
personal God, and a living, tangible Christ, and a 
Holy Spirit that can be experienced, with you, Mr. 
Editor, or your feilow-Freethinkers, who openly, 
frankly, and honestly avow your unbelief in these 
things, or in the Bible record of them. But I wish 
to combat these “ orthodox” Infidels, these “ Ohris- 
tian” Agnosties, who consign auch ss you to an end- 
less hell, yet are as fully Infidel aud Atheistic as any 
of your readers. . 

I simply ask that your readers will no& blame 
either God, Christ, the Holy Ghost, or the Bible with 
these misrepresentations of God and Christ and the 
Holy Ghost. Now, I affirm that the Bible affirms 
throughout, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
either hav been, or can be, recognized or compre- 
hended by one or more of the five senses. 

It not only declares that God can be known and 
has been known, but that he must be known. It 
affirms that the father has been seen and heard, that 
ibe son has been seen and heard snd felt, aud that 
the Holy Ghost has been seen, heard, and felt. 
I mean aetually, reaily, and not merely seen by faith 
or hesrd by faith or felt by faith; but they hav been 
seen with natural eyes and heard with natural ears 
and felt physically. If you could spare two or three 
columns of your paper to that end I would abun- 
dantly sustain the position. But, however, very few 
of the class whose Infidelity on these points I am 
criticising are fearless and independent enough to 
read such a paper as Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

David bas been quoted against many of your read- 
ers as saying, “The fool hath said in nis heart there 
is no God." But to whom can this language apply 
with more truth and forces than to those who believe 
this so-called Catholic faith? Did Jesus Christ 
believe that the father and ihe son were insompre- 
hensible, when he deciared that “ This is life eternal, 
that they might know thee, ihe only true God, and 

Did Paui 
consider God to be ineomprehensib:e when he said 
to the Athenians, who, like these modern Agnosties. 
head an altar inseribed “To the unknown God,” 
“Whom, therefore, ye ignorantly worship, him declare 
I unto you" Avowed Áznosiies say that there may 
be, and probably is, a living God, but that they do 
nof know or understand him; bui these professedly 
Ohristisn people not only say that God is not known 
to them, but that he cannot be known by anybody, 
beeause he is incomprehensible, giving the lie to 
Paul who said of a certain class "that when they 
knew God they glorified him not as God.” Again, 
“Bscause that which may be known òf God is mani- 
fested unto them; for God hath revealed is unto 
them." But we will go on with our quotations, or 
rather in our effort to find the kind of God that is to 
be located in the Constitution. We quote: “The 
father eternal, the son eternal, and the Holy Ghost 
eternal. And yet they are not threa eternals, but 
one eternal" Comprehend that? You say, No. 
Well, of course not. T$ is incomprehensible. “As 
also there are not three incomprevensibles nor three 
uncreated, but one unereaíed and one incomprehen- 
sible.” Understand that? “So jikewise the father 
is almighty, the son simighty, and the Holy Ghost 
almighty. And yet they are not three almighties, 
but one almighty. So the father is God, the son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet there are 
not three Gods, buf one God. So likewise the father 
is Lord, the son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord. 
And yet not three Lords, but one Lord.” But 
remember you are to be “Neither confounding the 
psrsons nor dividing the substance.” 
we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowl- 
edge every person by himself to be God and Lord, 
ao we are forbidden by the Catholic religion to say, 
There be three Gods or threa Lords.” Now, do not 
confound the persons, 7.¢., keep it ia mind that there 
are three distinct and separate persone, and that each 
by himself is God—or, in other words, a God—and 
each is by himself a Lord. Yost, for all that, there 
are not three Gods nor three Lords. Do you com- 
prehend that? You say, No. Well, you sre excus- 
able. It is incomprehensible. But you oan'surely 
understand the following, viz: “The father is made 
of none, neither created nor begotten. The son is 
of the father alone, not made or created, but begot- 
ten. The Holy Ghost is of the father and of the 
son—neither made nor crested nor begotten, but 
proceeding. So there is one father, not three fathers ; 
one son, not three sons; one Holy Ghost, not three 
Holy Ghoste. And in this trinity none is afore or 
after the other; none is greater or less than another, 
but the whole three persons are co-eternal together 
and co-equal.” 

Now, if must strike every thinking person that if 
the son was begotten of the father, there was a time, 
no matter how brief it was, when the son did not 
exist ; for he did not exist before he was begotten. 
And if the Holy Ghost proceeded from the son as 
well as the father, there was no Holy Ghost until the 
son was begotien. Yat there was none that was 


y 
afore or after the other. 


“For like as- 


But do not try to under- 
stand it, for it ig incomprehensible. But the state- 
ment is made that “none is greater or less than 
another.” Yet the son declared emphatically that 
“the father is greater than I." And he taught that 
he “could do nothing” of himself. He taught con- 
tinually that the Holy Ghost is to be “sent” by the 
father and himself, aud that it will not speak of 
himself, but simply reveal what be is sent to reveal, 
showing that he is not co-equal, but dependent, and 
an agent solely of the father and the son. Now, as 
to tha son being unoreated, what do the scriptures 
mean when they as»ert that Christ ie “ The first-born 
of avery creature” and * The beginning of the crea- 
tion of God?” As to his relationship to his father, 
he said, “I proceeded forth and came from God.” 
If it be claimed that the son said that the father and 
he were one, I reply that he prayed that all of his 
followers might be one. “That they may be one 
even as we are one.” Again, “That they all may be 
one, as thou, father, art in me and I in thee.” Now, 
if all the followers of Christ “are to be one even as 
the father and he are one, and they are “one God,” 
then all believers in Christ are also “one god." And 
f the father and the son, and thousands of men and 
women, form one godhead, yet as far as the men and 
women are concerned, they are so many separate, 
distinct, and independent persona. So the father 
and the son sre separate and distinct and independent. 
But the scriptures do not assert that they are “one 
God,” but are “one” in the same sense that a man 
and wife are one, or as a firm composed of two, 
three, or more persons sre one. 

Well, as to the creed, after summing up these 
“explanations” and *''elueidations" of the trinity, 
the creed says, “He therefore that will be saved, 
must thus think of the trinity.” 

Well, for one, I do not “thus think,” and I could 
not “thus think " to save my soul; and I should lose 
my brains if I undertook to “thus think" And as 
no rational being can “thus thisk,” and no one can 
be saved unless he does “thus think," no one there- 
fore who has brains, and especially no one who 
believes the Bible—for such cannot possibly “ thus 
think"—-oean be saved. Truly this “fool has said in 
his heart "—Athanasius I mean—and also written it 
down, in the foregoing style, that “ there is no God.” 
No wonder the world is fuli of “ Infidels,” for such 
doetrin as is taught in this venerated ereed would 
make Infidels of everybody who would try to believe 
it, sod who did not read the Bible for themselvs. 
And here is where our Infidel friends do err; that is, 
in accepting these absurd dootrins of men, who call 
them the Catholic faith, and the “ Christian religion,” 
as Christianity. I may say that fully two-thirds of 
the doctrins taught by so-calied “ Christian” churches 
are altogether foreign to the doctrin of Jesus Christ, 
and much that is taught by them as Christianity is 
condemned by it; just as some of the doctrins and 
practices of the Salt Lake Mormons are condemned 
and forbidden by the Book of Mormon, from whence 
their religion is supposed to hav sprung. But let us 
sse what another church offers through the pen of 
one of her accepted commentators, as a definition cf 
God, and this should also go into the Constitution. 
Rev. Luther Lee informs us that God is a spirit, and 
that a spirit is an “ immaterial, indivisible, iudissolu- 
bie, uncompounded, simple essence ; that has neither 
weight, shape, size, nor color, that bas neither exte- 
rior nor interior surface, and can in nowise come in. 
contact with matter.” 

Now, if God, being a spirit, is all that—that is, if 
that is anything at all—then he is just simply nothing, 
for that which is immaterial, or formed of no matter: 
of any sort, that which cannot be divided nor dis- 
solved, is not capable of being compounded with any- 
thing elae; that which has no weight, no shape, no 
size, no color, and has no outside nor inside, and can 
in no manner come in contact with anything material, 
is something—if that is not paradoxical—which is 
nothing, or that which cannot exist anywhere or in 
any condition. What “simple essence” is there, 
known to man, that can bear such a definition? Can. 
electricity, as subtil, and etheres!, and us little under-. 
stood as itis? Not by any means. 

The scriptures declare that God hasaform. They’ 
ascribe size to him, and color. Paul says thst Christ. 
is “the brightness of the father's glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person.” Jesus told the Jews 
thet they had not “heard his voice nor seen his 
shape.” Angels ara said to always behold the face 
of God in heaven. Now, is the Constitution to hav 
a declaration inverted in it, that we, the American 
nation, composed of ratio..al beings, endowed with 
a usual measure of common sense, and opposed to 
humbug, acknowledge the existence of one only liv- 
ing and true God, but who is not susceptible of 
recognition by any of the five senses, and who is 
absolutely incomprehensible, and who is a compound 
being, formed of three persons of one power, sub- 
stance, and eternity, yet who is immaterial, indivisi- 
ble, indissoluble, uncompounded, simple essence, and 
formed of no substance ; who created a son who was 
never created at all, and who begat a son who existed 
always.or co-eternal with his father, and who was 60- 
equal with his father, who he asid was greater than 
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himself, and without whose aid he said he could do 
nothing ; and thet there is another person who is 
also God, co-equal and co-eternal, yet who proceeded 
from the father and the son, after the son was begot- 
ten, of course; yet that neither of the three is afore 
or after the other, or greater or less than another, 
and that each of these three separate persons, whose 
personality must not be confounded, sre each by 
himself God and Lord. Yet there are not three 
Gods or three Lords, but one only. And being of 
equal substance, as well as power and eternity, 
this substance has no weight, shape, size, or color, 
nor any exterior or interior surface, and can in no 
wise come in contact with matter. Yet the father 
became connected with flesh, and assumed human 
nature, and dwelt in the flesh, but of course was not 
in contact with matter; and that this godhead is as 


the creeds affirm, “ without body, parts, or passions,” | 


and cannot therefore love, pity, sorrow, rejoice, or 
hav peace or joy, or be kind and gentle; in other 
words, ia as devoid of feeling, impulse, or emotion 
as a stone, as passionless ss a gatepcst. And yet 
those who accept the foregoing ** Catholic faith " talk 
about the love of God, and his pity and -mercy, and 
kindness and goodness; also that he rejoices, and is 
grieved, and can feel anger and wrath. . And still he 
is without passions. This being whom they call “ the 
only living and true God" is to be acknowledged in 
the Constitution. And to suit the various classes of 
religionists he is to be spoken of in these words—I 
quote from the “ Thirty-nine Articles of Religion," 
aud No. I is the one that would no doubt be acespted 
by all the so-called orthodox and evangelical 
churches: “ There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, without body, parts, or passions, of 
infinit power, wisdom, and goodness; the maker and 
preserver of ali things, both visible and invisible. 
And in unity of this godhead there be three persons, 
` of one substance, power, and eternity, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” Some of the creeds 
leave out the word “ passions,” and one adds the 
word “eolor.” But we will suppose that they will 
compromise and be satisfied with the declaration that 
Hei one living and true God” is “ without body or 
parts." é 

Yet we hav the statement in Exodus, that God 
put Moses in the cleft of a rock, and put his “ hand” 
over him, and permitted him to see his “back parts." 
Paul said that in Christ * dwelleth all the fullness 
of the godhead bodily." Aud he says also that 
Christ is the “ express image of his person,” 4. e., the 
person of the father. And Adam is represented ss 
being made in the likeness of God. And now right 
here permit me to object to the silly caricature of 
the image of God which appeared some time ago in 
Tur Truru Seeker, wherein nearly a dozen different 
types of mavkind are represented as being the image 
of God, and the question is asked, “ Which is the 
image?” Now, misrepresentation is not fair nor 
honorable on the part of Freethinkers any more than 
on the part of Christians so called, in dealing with 
Infidels. I understand that it is claimed in the 
Bible, that God made one man (Adam) in his own 
likeness and image; and I understand that from 
that one man the various nations hav sprung, in the 
courae of centuries ; and that climatic influences and 
manner of life hav had a great deal to do in bringing 
about the differences that exist, to a considerable 
extent; but chiefly that in some cases a curse affeot- 
ing the skin and feature of men has come upon 
them, because of crime. The confounding of lan- 
guage may hav been accompanied by a change of 
skin and form of feature. But this is digression. 
The point I make is, that God made Adam in his 
own image and likeness, and that he must therefore 
be in the form of man, and not in the form of a bird, 
or 8 beast, or a fish; and therefore must hav a body. 
Augels, whenever seen, always are in human form, 
yet not of human substance. Angels hav a nature, 
but of course it is angelic nature and not human. 
Paul says that Christ took not on him the “nature 
of augeis.” Angels are spirits and yet are possessed 
of bodies, like men in form but not in substance. 
God is a spirit, yet has a form or body and has sub- 
stance, and a nature called the “divine nature.” 
Paul says there are “celestial bodies” as well as 
* terrestrial" “or earthly ones.” And so we conclude 
that God has a body, has parts and has passions, and 
that when the Constitution asserts that there is “one 
living and true God,” “without body, parts, or pas- 
sions,” it will be a false and Atheistical declara- 
tion, and au antiscriptural aud antichristian doctrin, 
and that the Constitution will be made an offense to 
God and a proper subject of ridicule to all thinking 
men and women, for it will present the sad and 
lamentable’ spectacle of asserting that there is but 
“one living and true God,” and then by the silly and 
paradoxical assertion that this living and true God 
has no body, no parts, no passions, and is, therefore, 
nothing, proving that there is no God at 
all, not even susceptible of being comprehended as 
much as the gods of the heathen are, whether they 
be the sun or moon or stars or a cow or an elephant 
or 8 snake or a tree or even a block of wood or stone. 
What it will amount to is just this, viz: Amendment 
No. 2 will read, “This God is without body, 


parte, or passions, and therefore there is no God.” 
For he could be neither & living nor a true God. 
And worse than that, he could not even be a false 
god, for every false god has a body of some sort aud 
of some material, and has some shape, even if it has 
no separate parts or any passions. A God without a 
body is a God without form or shape or size what- 
ever. A God without parts has no head, no trunk, 
no limbs, no heart, no lungs—indeed, no interna} 
organs. A God without passions can hav no love, 
joy, peace, hope, desire, fear, grief, pity, anger, or be 
subject to emotions of any sort whatever. 

It is not as valuable for a God as is a blook of 
marble, for that has a form ora body. It is not as 
valugble for a God ss a tree, as that has both body and 
parts. It is not as good a God as a cow, as that hae 
body, parts, and passions to a degree. It is nothing, 
absolutely nothing, and is therefore no God, living 
or dead, true or faise. Now, where are your Atheists, 
your Infidels, your Agnostics? They are found in 
the churches, who subscribe to this Catholie faith, 
this impossible, this absurd, this antiseriptural and 
antichristian dogma, which cannot by any possibility 
be allowed to be called a faith, for it is rank unbe- 
lief—it is worse than that, it is positiv Atheism. 
And thinking men and women are told that they 
must accept this faith, which is not faith but absolute 
unbelief, and believe it whole and undefiled, or they 
must perish everlastingly. Now, in consiusion I hav 
a proposition to make to your readers. It is this, 
viz, If there be any avowed Atheists among them, 
let them unite most heartily with these National Da— 
I mean Re—formers. and help get Article lof the 
Church of England's XXXIX Articles of Religion in- 
serted in the Constitution, and they will hav the gatis- 
faction of knowing that the Constitution, which is now 
purely secular and unaffected by religious or irrelig- 
ious ideas, will be an undisguised Atheistic document 
of national acceptation, and perhaps the only Atheistic 
Constitution in the world. And to Tue TRUTH SszxER 
I would say, stop quarreling with your Infidel breth- 
ren of the so-called orthodox churches, attend their 
churches, partake of the sacrament with them, and 
liv in unity and pesce with your brethren in unbelief. 
If you must pitch into anyone giv it to the Jews and 
the Mormons, but don’t fight your own brethren any 
more. No, I will take that back and say, “Pitch 
into 'em" on the ground of hypocrisy in pretending 
to be bslievers in the Christian God, and yet bein 
the veriest Atheists. I can respect honest Infidelity, 
but Infidels in the guise of Christians I hav no more 
respect for than God and the devil hav. There is 
one feature of the case, however, that is in favor of 
the advocates of the “Catholic faith,” or Infidelity 
rather, and that is, they cannot be accused of idolatry 
in the worship of their God, and they do not break 
sither the First or the Second Commandment, for 
they hav no other God before Jehovah, for they hav 
none at all; and they caunot make any likeness 
or graven image of their God, for * nothing" has no 
likeness or image; that which has no body or parta 
cannot be represented by either the molder's, or 
graver’s, or sculptor’s, or painter's, or photographer's 
art. No microscopes is powerful enough, and surely 
the natural eye is not able, to see an image or likeness 
of nothing. If you hav a picture of nothing send it 
out here, so the South Sea islanders may see what 
the orthodox God of England and America is like. 
The nearest thing to a picture of nothivg that I ever 
saw was when I was a school-boy in Philadelphia. 
A little boy had made a square of about two inches 
in diameter, with ink, on a piece of paper. It was 
simply a plain, black spot. The teacher said, 
* Charlie, what hav you there?” Charlie said if was 
“a picture.” “ A picture of what?” said the teacher. 
“I see no picture.” “Oh,” said Charlie, “it is a pict- 
ure of a nigger in a dark cellar, chasing a black cat.” 
And so it was, for sught the teacher could see. But 
it was not exactly nothing, for it was a black square 
at lesst, and it had a body of paper and the form of 
asquare. But the orthodox God, alas, has not even 
that much of a substance, or body, or form. Tb is 
not round, square, oblong, conical, rectangular, octa- 
gon, nor of any other form. It is not like man or 
beast, bird or fish; not like any fruit or flower, grain 
or vegetable ; not like a hill or a valley ; not like any- 
thing in fact in heaven above, or on the earth be- 
neath, or 2n the earth, or in the water. You cannot 
worship it if you try your level best. It cannot 
see you, hear you, taste, smell, or feel you, nor you 
it; it cannot be made of anything, for it is imma- 
terial; it cannot be divided or dissolved, for it has no 
parts; it cannot love you, nor sympathize with you, 
nor pity you; it cannot grieve at your misconduct 
nor rejoice over your well doing; it cannot desire 
your welfare nor be angry at your ill treatment of it, 
for it has no passions; it cannot appreciate besuty 
of form or color, as it has no eyes; it does not know 
anything of sweetness of song or the harmony of 
music, for it cannot hear, having no ears; it tastes 
nothing, for it has no tongue; it smells nothing, for 
it has no nose; it feels nothivg with hands or feet, 
or by the nerves in contact with something material, 
for it has no hands, or feet, or nerves, for it has no 

arta. 
p Many years ago, when it was the custom for clergy- 
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men to wear wigs, & certain clergyman had one which 
was adorned with many curls. But it did not suit & 
number of the female portion of his flock, so one day 
he invited all who found fault with it to visit him at 
his house and bring their shears along. After their 
arrival he set the wig before them and told them to 
trim it to suit themselvs. So one cut off an objec- 
ticnable curl here, and another an unbecoming lock 
there, and so on, until ech one had removed the part 
which to her was not in good taste. And when they 
were through the minister told them that they could 
fall down and worship it and they would commit no 
sin, for it was net like auythipng in heaven above, or 
in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. 
And so it is with the God of the orthodox creeds. 
But let the National Reformers get their God into 
the Constitution, they add nothing to it, so no harm 
will be done. Bui what ues is there of writing any 
more about nothing? T. W. Sirs, Missionary. 
Papeete, Tahiti, Feb. 10, 1890. 


= oeeo 
Souls Badly Bestowed. 


As reported in Tuz TnuvH Surxer pf Nov. 16, 1889, 
Dr. A. H. Stevens, of Philadelphia, claims to hav 
made a discovery cf the natural location of human 
souls. They are said to be located in the gangular 
part cf the corpus callosum, which, he informs us, 
‘is the seat of the imperishable mind,” and “is the 
reservoir and storehouse of electricity, abstracted 
from the blood in the arteries, conveyed through the 
nerves up the spinal process, or cord, to the corpus 
callosum.” 

Dz. Stevens is doubtless correct as to his concep- 
tion of the corpus callosum being the receptacle and 
distributor of electricity, as he describes, but he fails 
to show—eould not do else than to so fail—one par- 
ticle of rational.evidence to sustain his claim to the 
discovery of the sous location, nor of the existence 
of the soul The term “soul” seems to hav 
been brought into existence ina fanciful way in 
order to fill a gap that was open in the base- 
less imeginativ conceptions that went to the make-up 
of the primitiv forms and theories of the religion of 
those times. 

It should be borne in mind that in those ages sci- . 
ence was unknown, that imagination could but rarely 
be diresied by reason, and that in consequence crud- 
ity of ideas fell upon the masses. It should not be 
a matter of surprise, then, that these masses were 
easily overcome by craft joined to superstition, which 
led to false religious bondage, to persecutions, and 
fo the subversion of all true manhood and woman- 
hocd by the domination of alleged God’s sheriffs. 
This statement being made against the generations 
of many centuries past, what may justly be said, in 
the same line of thought, as to our vastly praised 
intelligence in this cur nineteenth century? Are not 
large proportions of our nineicenth-century people 
apparently in the same category, as to clerical dom- 
ination, and as to holding religious dogmas at war 
wiih truth and science, es was the case two thousand 
years ago? 

I hav a bit more to aay about Dr. Stevens's tenant's 
—the corpus, etc.—lodgings. It painfully oeeurs to - 
me that in 1886 I was severely visited by a carbuncle 
which captured ail the ins and outs of my corpus 
callosum. It held its vicious power constantly at 
work throughout every part of my body until up to 
a few weeks from now—nearly four years—with fre- 
quent treatment. Though largely subdued, it kicks 
me here or there Gaily, to remind me, I suppose, of 
his regard for my or his brother soul, his lodger. 
Bad lodgings, I should be assured. Does it hav 
wings like angels? If not, I beg to know, how will 
he ever get back or up to heaven when I go down 
the other way? i do nof hear the brother soul flap 
or otherwise use his wings for exercise. I hope he 
will not bolt out and leave me soulless, ethically con- 
sidered. I wait with anxiety. D. 
oo 


Some people with whom I talk, men and women 
even of some originality and genius, hav their scheme 
of the universe ali cut and dried—very dry, I assure 
you, to hear, dry enough to burn, dry-rotted and 
powder-posi, mothinka—which they set up between 
ou and them in the shortest intersourse, an ancient 
and tottering frame with all its boards blown off. 
; Some, to me, seemingly very unimportant 
and unsubstantial things and relations, are for them 
everlastingly settled—as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and the like. These are like the everlasting 
hills to them. But in all my wanderings I never 
came across the least vestige of authority for these 
things. They hav not left so distinct a trace as the 
delicate flower of 8 remote geological period on the 
coal in my grate.— Thoreau. 

á o 


Tux country is full of this superstition, so that 
when one enters a village, the church, not only really 
but from associaticn, is the ugliest-looking building 
in it, because it is the one in which human nature 
stoops the lowest and is the most disgraced. Cer- 
tainly, such temples as these shall erelong cease to 
deform the landscape.— Z'horeau. 
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A aoo» many of the purohassrs of Mr. Bennett’s 
travels around tha world hav never obtained the 
fourth volume of the set, and the book has also been 
out of priat for along time. A new edition is now 
ready, bound uniformly with the others, and may be 
obtained for $1.50. A limited number only has 
been printed, and those desirous of completing their 
sets of this invaluable Freethinker’s history of the 
world should apply early. 


Pictorial Arguments Against the Church. 


Substantial progress is being made on the new 
book of pictures, and orders for it are also numer- 
ous, as will be seen by reference to the “ Letters 
from Friends.” To giv a clear idea of the style of 


- the book we quote the contents of the first chapter, 


which has the title, * Uncle Sam and the Priests :" 

The Pests that Bother Uncle Sam. 

‘Uncle Sam Sleeps, but the Priests Do Not. 

Romanism with Her Mask On. 
^ The Mask Off. 

: “Submit to the Roman Pontiff, as to God.” 
- The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some 2a find 
in His Closet. 

À New Laocoon. 

. The Trail of the Serpent. 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty. i 

“Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to Slay 
Her.”—Lz Salle. 

The Outcome of Ohurch and State Union. 

The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas.—Liberty 
in Peril. 

Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 

A Translation of the Bartholdi Statue which may 
be Expected under Religious Rule. 

What Uncle Sam should Do. 

Each picture is accompanied by a page of support- 
ing texts, statistios, etc, and the more we consider 
the volume the better does it appear to be. It will 
be worth much as a reference-book, aside from its 
pictorial features. The price is $2. 


rs 
The Pictures in the Paper. 

.We are pleased to announce forty-six new sub 
Bovibers on the p‘cture account received since the 
last acknowledgment, making four hundred and 
ninety-nine in all. This insures the publication of 
the pietures all through the year, and we hope that 
by next January the list will hav so largely increased 
that no special call need be made. We ought to hav 
twelve or fifteen thousand subscribers, and if our 
friends will continue their good cffices, substantial 
progress toward obtaining that number may be made 


‘this year. 


We hav also received additional amounts of cash 
toward the picture expense : 


B. Kahler.................. $ 50j|John Redmond 
O. F. Hoyt...... 75 | Leonard Walters 
E. M. Hanson 25/J.M. Peck, Sr... 
E J. Toss........ 1 00/J. A. Weaber.. 
Chas. Gregg.. 1 00| Wm. R. Sayre. 
J. H. Dibble.... -. 1 00/ John Nuessle... 
E. Van Buskirk.......... .1 00 


Total amount, $220.80. This is a very generous | about Jesus Ohrist. 


contribution from our friends, and we assure them 
that it is gratefully appreciated. 
— 


“They Are for a Spoil, and None Saith Restore.” 


That the substitution of the word “religious” for 
the word “ sectarian” in all laws and articles of con. 
stitutions intended to secure equal rights in religion 
to all men is of that great importance that Tax 
Taurg Serxer has frequently urged, may be seen 
from this paragraph in the decision of the Wisconsin 
supreme court excluding the Bible from the public 
schoole. The court defines sectarian thus: 

“The term ‘sectarian instruction’ in the constitution 
manifestly refers exclusivly to instruction in religious doc- 
trins, and the prohibition is only aimed at such instruction 
as is sectarian—that is to say, instruction in religious doc- 
trins which are believed by some religious sects and rejected 
by others. Hence, to teach the existence of a supreme being 
of infinit wisdom, power, and goodness, and that it is the 
highest duty of all men to adore, obey, and love him, is not 
sectarian, because all religious sects so believe and teach. 
The instruction becomes sectarian when it goes further and 
inculcates doctrin and dogma concerning which the religious 
sects are in conflict. This we understand to be the meaning 
of the constitutional prohibition.” 

So, if a teacher in a public schcol inculcates Theism 
there is no remedy, notwithstanding there may be 
in the schoo! children of Atheists and Agnosties. 
That is to say, the various Christian sects are to be 
prevented from preying upon each other, but may all 
legitimately prey upon the unbeliever ! 

——— ee O 


We Still Plead for Accuracy. 

We regret that our genial Western contemporary 
still needs the correcting hand to guide him into the 
path of accuracy. Commenting upon the defeat in 
the United States Senate of Senator Blairs Educa- 
tional bill, the Zronclad Age says: 

** This bill, the religious features of which were so artfally 
concealed, we believe would hav at least passed the senate 
again but for the determined and dogged opposition of the 
religious sect known as Seventh Day Adventists. It had the 
luring bait of a $77,000,000 appropriation to be distributed 
amongst the statea in proportion to the density of illiteracy. 
But the chief object of the bill waa to enforce religious in- 
structions in the public schools by national authority and 
the acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as the supreme ruler of 
nations. And to think that a measure so un-American, so 
pernicious, so unconstitutional as this could poll so large a 
vote as it did in the Senate of the United States in this age 
of general intelligence must make every true patriot shudder 
for the welfare of his country.” 

Senator Blair is the responsible author of so mavy 
iniquitous and crszy measures that it is not strange, 
perhaps, that his critics should occasionally get 
mixed up. But the bill recently voted on was not 
the one to which the criticism of Dr. Monroe would 
apply. This was a bill “to aid in the establishment 
and temporary support of common schools,” and it 
provided for a grant of some seventy odd millions, 
extending through a series of years, by the general 
government, to the states, for the maintenance of 
common schools, the money to be divided on the 
basis of illiteracy of population. A careful perusal 
of the bill (which the Senator kindly forwarded us) 
fails to show any direct advantage to the churches 
from it. Opposition to it proceeded from political 
rather than religious reasons. 

The measures which the Adventists opposed are 
Senator Blairs Educational Amendment to the Oon- 
stitution and his Sunday law bill. The first provides 
that the general government shall guarantee that the 
various states shail maintain schools in which shall 
be taught the principles of the Ohristian religion ; 
the second provides for the religious observance of 
Sunday so far as the general government's jurisdic- 
tion goes. The errors which may be counted in our 
esteemed contemporary’s remarks are, therefore, as 
follows : 

1. The Adventists hav not doggedly opposed the 
Educational bil. 2. The object of the bill was not 
to enforce religious instruction in the public schools. 
3. It does not acknowledge Jesus Christ as the su- 
preme ruler of nations (the Educational Amendment 
does not do that). 4. The bill was not unconstitu- 
tiona), not particularly un-American, and not per- 
nicious from a Liberal standpoint. As a political 
measure Jeffersonians would oppose it, but several 
Southern Liberals, whose states would get the major 
portion of the money, favored its enactment into law. 

To Senator Blair’s Educational Amendment to the 
Constitution, however, Dr. Monroe’s criticism ap- 
plies with pertinence, with the exception of the line 
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Setting up that ancient individ- 
ual as the supreme ruler of nations is the notion of 
the National Reform Association, otherwise known 


| as the God-in-the-Constitution party. 


—————— 9-9 —————— —— 
“The Bible in Evidence." 


The fanatics created by the scriptures of the Chris- 
tian crop up everywhere. The latest crank was disg- 
covered the other day up in Westchester, as a juror in 
Justice Dykman’s court, in a suit for damages began 
by a resident of White Plains against an Bye and 
Ear Infirmary. When the jury retired for delibera- 
tion Mr. Antholtz at once produced a Bible and be- 
gan to read.. Then he prayed. The other jurymen 
began balloting and soon arrived at a verdict in favor 
of the plaintiff for $2,500, but Antholtz said that he 
must first find out what the Lord said about casting 
a ballot in a lawsuit. After spending a long time in 
his search he said that as there was nothing in the 
Bible on the subject he could not vote. After sev- 
eral hours wasted in alternately coaxing and bulldoz- 
ing the man the eleven other jurors appealed to 
Justice Dykman. The justice said that he could do 
nothing, and the jury was locked up for ihe night. 
Yesterday morning Antholtz said that the Lord and 
the spirits during the night had told him to vote 
for a verdict of $1,000. This again disappointed the 
jurymen, as they had decided to giv Van Tassel 
$2,500. Antholtz, however, would not raise the sum 
a dollar, and at last, with hunger gnawing at their 
vitals, the eleven jurors had to giv into him and ren- 
dered a verdict in accordance with his views. 

When Mr. Antholtz took his seat on the jury he 
had sworn to decide the case according to the evi- 
dence. He really did decide it according to a crazy 
notion he got from reading the Bible and praying. 
Whether there is any legal remedy for the parties in 
interest is problematical. But the queer proceeding 
very plainly shows that the Bible is a dangerous 
book to put into the hands of men with weak minds. 
Perhaps the time will come when before a person is 
allowed to read God’s book he will hav to obtain 
from some competent physician a certificate that he 
is able to bear it, as we now are compelled to get a 
prescription from & doctor before poison can be pur- 
chased. 

——— ——9-4-99——-——— —— 
Russia. 

Russia is a nation from which Freethought ig 
totally absent. It is pervaded in every part by the 
most intense religious belief and feeling. Foreign 
visitors are amazed at the incessant crossing of 
breasts in the streets as the populace pass the count- 
less church edifices, shrines, and other sacred places. 
The church, which is the Greek Catholic, is united 
with the state, and divergent sects are persecuted 
and suppressed. The czar, nominally a patriarch of 
the Greek church, is virtually an absolute pope of 
his people. 

This being the case, we are presented with a prof- 
itable opportunity for ascertaining the effects of 
Christianity on morality Much depends upon ` 
whether we find the nation of Russia in morals above 
or below those nations, as Germany, France, 
England, and America, in which skepticism has 
wrought for several generations. What we find is 
that it is far below. It seems under Ohristianity to 
hav become totally devoid of the sense of moral duty 
and of the practice of justice. It is, of the greater 
nations of Europe, at once the most Christian and 
the most immoral. 

In the latest Fortnightly Review a writer de- 
scribes the Trade Reputation of Russia, gathering 
his data chiefly from official expostulations and jour- 
nals of Russia herself. Notwithstanding foreign dis- 
gust at Russian commercial guile: 

** A certain limited, working confidence, based upon ob- 
vious mutual interests, without which all social intercourse 
would be impossible, has necessarily been exhibited by for- 
eign merchants and governments from time to time.” 

The only alleviation of the shame inflicted on the 
Russian merchants by this grudging and limiting of 
confidence, will be the reflection that with the court 
of heaven they stand in a trust perfectly unlimited, 
and enjoy quite the most intimate kind of social in- 
tercourse. 

** The word Russian is become synonymous with qualities 
subversiv of everything implied by relations of trade, com- 
merce, and friendship." 

Our northern neighbors will hav to content them- 
selva with the consolation that in that region whence 
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alone cometh all true justice, the word Russian is 
Bynonymous with everything of holiness and right. 

“It would require a volume rather than a review article to 
convey anything like an adequate idea of the singular 
methods employed by Russian merchants to supplement the 
proverbial slowness and meagerness of trade profits. They 
would seem. to exhaust the possibilities of naiveté and crim- 
inality, nothing being too grotesque, nothing too dangerous 
to tempt their cupidity.” i 

Perhaps these “singular methods" owe something 
of their peculiarity to the singular methods made 
use of by the same persons for clearing their con- 
sciences of guilt, transferring blame vicariously, 
getting into heaven after a lifetime of ill-doing, and 
so on. If the Russian merchants are as reported 
above, then they are in trade no different from what 
they are in religious conception; for in this, too, 
surely it may be said that they “exhaust all the 
possibilities of naïveté and criminality.” 

** Fraudulent bankruptcy is as much a recognized institu 
tion in Russian trade as credit.” f 

Russia at least has the comfort that bankruptey 
is no more a recognized institution in her trade than 
it is in her divinely given religion. It seems only 
fair that one whose moral bankruptcy and worthless- 
ness is to be in a trice set right in heaven’s courts, 
should hav his commercial insolvency as readily con- 
doned and made good in our own. ; 

“ Lack of faith in Russian honesty, lack of trust in gas- 
eous promises, explains why so many foreigners hav them- 
selvs gone to Russia to develop the resources of the country ; 
why the timber trade is managed by Englishmen, and the 
kerosene trade has fallen into the hands of a Swede and a 
foreign Jew.” l 

Ohrist said that his kingdom was not of this world. 
It has appeared ever since that his doctrins were not 
the ones on which a sound fabric of social relations 
and welfare could be erected. Let the unchristian 
or lukewarm strangers hav the commerce. It profit- 
eth a man nothing to gain the timber trade and lose 
his soul. MN 

“ But in Russian even the shrewdest foreigner, assisted by 
nativ talent, is not always able to avoid falling into the in- 
numerable snares spread on all sides of him. The laws are 
usually as powerless to help him as if they were written in 
dust or on the sand of the ebbing sea.” 

The earth and the fullness thereof is the Lord’s, 
and of course should be appropriated by his people 
to the extent of their power. : 

* Last year the Berlin Timber Company floated down the 
Dnieper Berg canal an immense quantity of timber, pur- 
chased for £30,000. It was. overtaken by the frosts of win- 
ter, and remained imbedded in the ice. The company were 
compelled to wait till spring, and meanwhile their agent, 
Herr Kuntze, came up periodically to inspect it. ‘The first 
time he saw it he found everything in order; the second 
visit was equally satisfactory, but the sight that met his 
eyes when he arrived the third time made his hair stand on 
end. The timber, he found, belonged no longer to his com- 
pany, but to a famished creature named Begoon and several 
beggarly friends. They had seized upon it, and the corrupt 
and worthless courts, with all the agent’s striving, would not 
redeem it from these natives.” ` 

Such proceedings are to be looked for in a people 
go addicted to poring over the doings of the children 
of Israel in scripture accounts. 

“ Russian Kerosene is looked upon by English purchasers 


with ‘ misgivings,’ as we learn from the Russian consul at 
Hull.” 

Possibly the holy Russians think it sufficient that 
the English will shortly enter a state where they will 
‘hav no call to complain of the poor burning quality 
of anything at all ever again. 

** After a scathing exposure, the Russian Kerosene-sellers 
found no better way to retrieve their lost reputation than by 
damaging that of a competitor, making thousands of tin cans 
in all respects identical with those used by American firms, 
filling them with wretched stuff and flooding therewith the 
markets of central and southern Europe, where they were 
bought, sold, and condemned as first-class American kero- 
sene.” 

The patriarchs most beloved of God seem to hav 
spent their lives in actions of equal perfidy, and if 
God's affection be secured, the Russians probably 
conclude, the esteem of puny man is a thing that is 
truly as nothing.  — 

* In Brazil, Russian canvas for sails is being boycotted, 
whlle the French and English material is eagerly purchased, 
because ‘ conscientiously’ prepared." i 

The Russians’ gail canvas for terrestrial purposes 
may be sad stuff, but the sails that are to waft them 
to heaven we know lack nothing that human pains 
oan effeot. 

“ In Belgium, Russian timber has no chance in the com- 
petition with Norwegian, Swedish, Hungarian, for the same 
reason.” i 


` 


“The same reason” being that it is not “ consci- 
entiously prepared.” Conscientiousness and faith in 
inverse relations, the one present in the degree in 
which the other is absent-this is the aspect of 
things which the student of affairs is accustomed to 
meet. . . 

“As to flax, any quantity of it would, we are officially 
assured, be accepted gladly, if honestly sorted and sold. 
* At present, however, adds the Russian representativ, in 
his latest report to his government, ‘ in the cases containing 
flax from Russia you can almost always find stones, old 
ropes, etc., which add greatly to the weight and spoil the 
quality of the merchandise. It is owing to this fraud that 
Russian flax fetches only half the price of the inferior qual- 
ities of the Belgian article.’ ” 

Strong in the matter of devoutness, but weak in 
sorting and selling flax; surpassing in rendering 
duty to God, but uncertain when stones are around; 
filled with commendable hatred of heretics, but with 
an unhappy leaning toward old ropes—such would 
appear to be the reported character of our Russian 
friends. 

** Even Russian eggs in England fetch forty per cent less 
than eggs from other countries of the continent, merely be- 
cause, being Russian, they are believed to be everything else 
which this fatal word implies." 

Addle eggs to the addle-heads that repel the true 
religion. As to “ Russian" being a “fatal word,” 
many a fair-dealing but unchurchly Englishman may 
long to screen himself behind it when the collo- 
quy with St. Peter draws on. 

“ Linen and cotton of Poland are driving those of the 
Moscow factories even from the home markets.” 

Naturally this-world garments fail of attention 
when so much is required by those coverings of holi- 
ness that shall shelter from the fierce wrath of Gad. 

“ But the staple export of Russia, as an agricultural coun- 
try, is corn, of which Great Britain is a purchaser to the 
extent of about £6,000,000. Yet the manipulations to which 
that corn, excellent by nature, is subjected before it reaches 
this country, would seem incredible, were they not vouched 
for by the most trustworthy authorities." 

This way of dealing with foreign nations recalls to 
our minds a custom instituted by God in his chosen 
people, that of disposing of tainted meat to the 
stranger that was within their gates. 

“The quality of Russian oats is vastly inferior to the 
samples. ` The corn exporters of the city of Liban had the 
coolness to request the authorities of the Public Corn Ware- 
house of Yelets to sell them the sweepings that remained 
over after the sorting of the oats, which consisted of ‘earth, 
husks, unripe grainless ears, fine tares, and pigweed,’ in 
order, as they honestly explained, to mix them with the oats 
to be exported to England. The authorities refused, but the 
exporters secured their wish elsewhere. According to a 
Russian expert, who had lately published his views on the 
matter, the net gain to the complaisant exporters on this 
commercial operation was one hundred per cent.” 

Notwithstanding this, in the judgment day the 
grain that the son of man shall separate from the 
tares for preservation to his glory, will be these 
same Russians; and we know who the tares will be. 

** In 1886 some of the largest importing firms of England 
consulted together and resolved to avoid as much as possible 
purchasing barley from Russia, on the ground that iu the 
consignments of barley sent from Odessa to England, a large 
quantity of earth was added." 

To some it may not appear altogether unbeseem- 
ing that the spiritual of the world rid themselvs of 
what is earthy and turn it over to their gross fellows 
whose base and material natures seem never to be 
done craving just that sort of stuff. 

“< The main evil of Russian society,’ says one of the gov- 
ernment organs, ‘is that it suffers from complete, absolute 
dissoluteness, recognizes no moral disciplin, and has prac- 
tically emancipated itself from duty.’” 

Too much cannot be expected of the human mind. 
It is limited. If most of the time of a man is 
applied to the. observance of ecclesiastical disciplin, 
he will hav but little left to train himself in moral 
disciplin. "We must not be surprised to find that one 
whose efforts hav been nearly all turned toward 
securing for himself a relation of allegiance and 
favor with a supernatural lord, has simultaneously 
become emancipated from allegiance and duty to his 
fellow-men. 


“At the trial of a railway servant the prisoner—as is 
usual in such cases—confessed the facts rather than his 
guilt, and stated frankly, as a thing of course, that all the 
railway servants robbed, and that robbery was thoroughly 
organized along the line, some stealing only manufactured 
goods, others leather wares, and others, again, corn, and 80 
on, the rules of honor forbidding those who devoted them- 
selvs to the robbery of one species of property to encroach 
upon the domain of the others." 


We believe, after all this, that Christian controvert- 


ists will hav to giv up the claim that their religion 
promotes morals. Throughout, we hav plentifully 
allowed to our under-honest Russian neighbors the 
compensation that they will succeed in obtaining the 
love of the Lord, and all perquisits and sinecures 
attaching thereto, in a measure far exceeding any- 
thing attainable by us. With this let them be con- 
tent. As to honesty between man and man—as to 
any disposition or habit contributiv to the worth 
and happiness of man on earth—the foregoing ac- 
count of the Russian nature, along with every other 
evidence of times or countries, attests that such 
qualities of goodness, and the Christian faith, are two 
things that are in direct and deadly antagonism to 
each other, and that the one can flourish only as the 


other is abated. 
———— a: 


Barbarous Sweden. 


The following cable message was received from 
Captain Otto Thomson last Monday: 


* King's Court sentenced Lennstrand additional three 
months." 


The Christians of Sweden are evidently going to 
protect God at whatever cost. 

Instead of being a civilized country, as is generally 
supposed, Sweden, like New Jersey, is dragging 
along somewhere in the middle of the last century. 

— — $944 9——————— 

Wits considerable acerbity, and in one paragraph, an im- 
politely close approach to profanity, Mr. Burr retorts upon 
the Editor for the criticism made upon himself in these col- 
umns last week. There is no need to continue the exchange 
of courtesies, for our object has been gained in inducing our 
friend to pay closer attention to particulars. .We do not 


wish to be deceived, nor do we wish our readers to be de- 
ceived, by statements which do not bear analysis nor corre- 
spond with the real order of phenomena. Let us hav the facts 
as they occur, and if the signature on 4 slate is an illegible 
scrawl, let us know it, and not call it à message from a de- 
parted friend. 


Mz. Lee Lavanrm, of North Yamhill, Ore., writes that 
he “‘ stated in the presence of an Adventist that believers in 
the predictions made in the past that the end of the world 
would come on a certain day, had given away and other- 
wise disposed of their earthly possessions, declaring that 
they only required enough to last them till the final winding. 
up day, and that afterward, when the end did not come 
as predicted, they ‘went back’ on their contracts and wanted 
their possessions back again,” and desires to know if-he told 
the truth, as the Adventist denied that such had ever been 
the case. If any of our readers hav information which will 
enlighten Mr. Laughlin we hope they will write to him. We 
think the Millerites of Maine, away back in the forties, did 
something of the sort, giving their possessions to their pas- 
tor, who refused to return them, but hav not definit infor- 
mation about it. 


Tux story by Helen Gardener in this issue is furnished by 
her in advance of its publication in a volume of short stories 
now in press, to be called, “A Thoughtless Yes.” The 
** Moral? of the book is well and briefly described in the 
concluding sentence of a ‘‘Sentiment ” by Colonel Ingersoll, 
which will be printed on the cover—‘‘ We pay to impudent 
authority the tribute of a thoughtless yes." The present 
story deals with the same ‘‘ folks” that appeared in ‘‘ The 
Time Lock of Our Ancestors.” As Mr. J. K. P. Baker at 
the time discovered, that story was only one chapter from 
the middle of a life history, and the tale in this issue of Taz 
TRUTH ÑEEKEK will hav a sequel in the April Belford's Mag- 
azine entitled, ** Florence Campbell's Fate.” The book, ‘A 
Thoughtless Yes,” will contain nine short stories, not writ-. 
ten solely to amuse, but each containing a motiv and a pur-. 
pose, and will, therefore, combine, as the children's books. 
say, absorbing entertainment with rational instruction. It. 
will be published some time this month. 

Dr. Nz» Foote, as he is known hereabouts, does not be- 
lieve in vaccination asa prophylactic, and he is opposing: 
the compulsory vaccination bill now before the New York. 
legislature. Last year he squandered a hundred dollars to 
defeat the same bill and this year he desires the aid of some 
other New York citizens. The points he makes against the 
measure sre, that it is the most sweeping arbitrary act of the 
kind ever proposed anywhere; that the bill is so framed that 
a man with money enough could legally protect himself and 
family indefinitly against vaccination, while the poorer 
classes would hav to submit or go to jail; that the bill really 
paves the,way for great opportunities for blackmail by 
deputy officials who would practically hav the power to 
prosecute objectors or overlook them * for a consideration ;’ 
that the bill makes no attempt to define vaccination, to say 
what constitutes a true and pure virus, but leaves all this to 
health boards, giving them the utmost facility to make fat 
jobs for favored vaccine farms; that there is no provision in 
ihe bill to guarantee subjects of compulsion against the 
serious accidents and disasters which v&ccinators acknowl- 
edge are an unavoidable and always possible sequence of 
vaccination ; and finally that there is now sitting in England 
a parliamentary commission appointed to investigate this 
subject from ail sides, with the view to determin if possible 
what the facts are, so that further legislation there may be 
based upon science and truth, rather than upon false theory 
and delusiv practice. Dr. Foote says he feels certain that 
there are thousands in the state, who, if they knew the facts 
and had the chance to speak, would stand with him in op- 
posing this very iniquitous bill, though there might be only 
hundreds who would agree with him in objecting to vacci- 
nation on all the grounds above presented. Those desiring 
to codperate with Dr. Foote may address him at 120 Lexing- 

ton avenue. 
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218 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 5, 1890. 


Zetters from friends. 


Greson, NEB., March 15, 1890. 
Me. Eprror: linclose five new subscribers and six solid 
votes for the cartoons. Do you not think I hav done well? 
C. P. 


Watton, Ind., March 20, 1890. 


: Mx. Eprrog: Find $5, for two of Heston's forthcoming 


picture books, and $1 for Heston's table comforts. 
Yours respectfully, E. VAN BUsEIRK. 


Lewissuré, Pa., March 24, 290. 
Mr. Enrror : Inclosed find $2.50—$2 for the cartoon book, 
and if so small a sum is any help toward continuing the 
pictures, please credit cash fifty cents to the fund. ` 
Yours in the cause, Bern F. KAHLER. 


Norta WaATEREORO, Me., March 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Send me the novel entitled, ** For Her Daily 
Bread." You can also send the book that is soon to be pub- 
lished containing Heston's pictures that hav been published 
in Tax TRuTH Sxxxxm for the last four years. 
Yours truly, A. W. Tvoxzxxz. 


SEATTLE, Wasa., March 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: Inclosed please find post-office money order 
Ihav 
not many acquaintances, and therefore cannot get a new sub- 
scriber, but in lieu thereof I send $1 more in order that the 
illustrations may be continued. EDWARD FEHEE. 


TAMARAA, ILL., March 15, 1889. 
Mr. Eprrog: I am over seventy years old, and do not 
read much, but I must hav Tax TRUTH SEEKER. I hav 
taken it several years, and will take it as long as I can read. 
I think it, with other such literature, is the civilizer of the 
world. Ithink the pictures will do some good. 
T. M. Saws. 


PrrreBURGB, Pa., March 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Herewith find $5, to be applied as follows: 
Subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, $8; TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL, twenty-five cents, and the balance, $2, for the new 
pictorial book spoken of by the Editor in his editorial of this 
week's issue. Hurry it up, as I will guarantee it to be a 
bouncer. Respectfully yours, H. A. SMITE. 


Orion, Mion., March 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: I can do no missionary work with the paper 


. a8 the pictures are now attached. I could if they were on a 


separate sheet. The cover could then be removed. The 
paper would then be read by many who will not receive it as 
it appears now. It is good enough for me as it is, as I need 
no conversion. L. PrepMore. 


New PHILADELPRIA, O., March 24, 1890. 
Me. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $2, for which send a 
cartoon book when you get it complete. I think it will 
bethe greatestthing out. I will be anxiously awaiting its 
coming. I would like to pay more for the book if I could. 
Iam sorry that I cannot do something for the pictures, but 
continue them if you can. Yours truly, Wx. Opp. 


Sours BrATION, CnicAGo, ILL., March 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $3.25 for following 
books: ‘‘Hand-book of Freethought,” Bell; book of 
cartoons, à la Heston. Hoping that the book of cartoons 
may prove successful, and that you may get the other vol- 
ume of pictures out soon, I will now close, wishing success 
to both Editor and cartoonist of the most valuable (to me) 

paper in the world. Jno. C. Sprone. 


Snowvittez, Va., March 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I am so glad the pictures are to be booked. 
I send $2 right straight along fora copy. I was one of the 
first to ask that they be put in book form, and want to be 
one of the first to help to pay the cost of doing so. I wish I 
was able to buy five hundred of them to giv away in the mis- 
sionary cause of truth and right against darling delusions 
and hoary-headed-errors. Ermina DRAKE SLENKER. 


Irnzz, March 15, 1890. 
"Mz. Eprrog: I am a subscriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
over two years. It was the pictures that induced me to take 
it. My home is at Amory, Monroe county, Mississippi. I 
hav been iu Mexico one year. I hav a friend in Mississippi 
that sends Tux TRUTH SEEKEE every four weeks. Do not 
stop the pictures. I will be back in Mississippi about the 
ist of June, and I will giv you $50 to help continue the 

pictures. Yours truly, GzorGE MAGILTON. 


Orrumwa, Ia., March 19, 1890. 
Mz. Epnırog: Heston and John Peck hav my best wishes. 
Ithink the pictures the very best thing to set the rising gen- 
eration to thinking. When they look at them they will turn 
to the Bible to see if such things are as they are represented. 
I hav had persons tell me they believed the Bible was the 
inspired word of God, and then admit they never read it, 
yet believed it all true. Inclosed find seventy-five cents for 

Heston's continuance of his good work. J. M. Prox, Sz. 


Sonvyiervitre, N. Y., March 17, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I inclose $2.10—ten cents of the sum for 
** Crimes against Criminals," by R. G. Ingersoll, the balance 
for the book that is to contain the pictures taken from your 
invaluable paper, as noticed in last Saturday's paper. The 
pictures suit me and my family. I would send you money 
for them if it is possible that they may continue. [hav as yet 
never been able to get you any subscribers here. I would be 
glad to do so. Others read my paper. Joan H. BULLARD. 


Branpywing, O., March 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: 1 hav been a paying subscriber to THE 
Teura SEEKER for twelve years or more, and I hav been try- 
ing all that time to get some of my neighbors to take it, but 
I bav quit trying. I liv in. the worst priestridden neighbor- 
hood on earth, I think, and as I hav passed my sixty-ninth 
year I hav to look out for myself and let the world wag as 
it will. You can count me a subscriber as long as I liv, pict- 

ures or no pictures. I vote, however, for the pictures. 
Yours for Freethought forever, Bor BENSON. 


PonrLAND, ORE., March 18, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Upon her retürn from Washington en route 
to California, Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel delivered one of her 
logical and eloquent lectures in this city. Her subject was; 
t Religion and Church of the Future." Those who hav 
heard Mrs. Krekel need not betold that she held the close 
attention of ker large and intelligent audience as she por: 
trayed in glowing language the changes in creed by what 
she termed the “ leaven of Freethought.” 
Martre BLAISDELL, Sec. of Secular Association. 
OAKLAND, Car., March 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find herewith $6, for which send thd 
paper to two new subscribers. We all approve of the pict: 
ures, and consider them a good lever to use in lifting th 
hoodwink of superstition from the brain of the victim; 
When one's mind becomes clogged with religious trash, it is 
to a degree inactiv or dead and reason falls from it as does 
water from a duck’s back. In this case a powerful emetic 
is necessary to counteract and eject the poison. Ridicule ig 
that emetic, and the fact that it makes them sick is the evi: 
dence that the medicin is working. .Let Heston put up his 
medicin good and strong. Gro. W. ARPER. 


SPREOKELSVILLE, Mavr, HAWAIIAN Igrps., March 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: Herewith find inclosed $7.65, for which 
please forward books and ANNUALS as per list. I hav been 
taking Tux TRUTH SEEKER for the last two years from your 
agent in San Francisco, and must say that I am very much 
pleased with it, and would not care to be without it now, ag 
I get a great deal of useful information from it every week. 
In regard to the pictures, I think they are excellent, and 
ought to be continued if possible; but I do not see any 
chance to get a new subscriber from here at present, as the 
missionaries hav got too good a hold on the majority of the 
people on these islands. Wn. BAROLAY. 


KIRKSVILLE, Mo., March 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I write at this time more particularly to 
request you to stop sending your paper to the one for whom 
I subscribed—name and address below—and send it the bal- 
ance of the year to my son—name and address also below. 
The party for whom I subscribed is à son-in-law of mine; 
and I informed his wife, my daughter, that I had subscribed 
for the paper for them, and if they did not like it, to inform 
me and I would hav it stopped. She has written requesting 
me to stop it, though acknowledging my kindness in sending 
it. There are six children in our family, all grown, and she 
is the only bigoted one among them all, and she would not 
hav been such had she not been thrown among that class 
of people since marriage ; that has made her such. 
I will take three copies of your illustrated book when 
ready. Respectfully, Wx. Harr. 


CHARLESTON, March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I hav received several copies of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, which I greatly admire, especially Friend Heston's 
pictures. I am an old subscriber to the Investigator, and 
hav worked hard for mental freedom in this place against 
great odds. I hav distributed a great many books and pa- 
pers in this vicinity, and by so doing hav caused several to 
quit supporting the minister. I hav saved them from being 
robbed by the church, and it does seem as though they 
ought to be willing to subscribe something to the cause of 
Freethought and reform. But times are hard and money 
scarce. But I intend to do as much in opposition to priests, 
etc., as I hav done in support of them. One good Methodist 
sister made her brag that she had burnt some of Cole’s In- 
fidel books. I suppose she thought that would please the 
minister. Inclosed find $2; please send me two copies of 
the ANNUAL, and two of the “Symposium,” and send Tux 

Terura SEEKER enough to come to the other dollar. 
Yours fraternally, A. F. Cors. 


ADRIAN, Mton., March 20, 290. 

Mz. EprroR: I see by the last TEUTH ÑEEKER that you 
are about to publish those cartoons in book form, with the 
reading proper to them. The thought of something like this 
had been with me for a long time, so I was ready to indorse 
it and say amen to the picture business, and of course I hav 
fulfilled the requirements by sending you two or three new 
subscribers within the last few months. And when spring 
opens a little more, and I get off on my Kansas route, I hope 
to send you a few more names for our good old Truta 
SEEKER, that I hav been a close reader of for the last fifteen 
years, and, as a rule, it has always been paid for iu advance. 
It always seems to me that a paper like Tae TEUTH SEEKER 
reads better when we feel that the paper is paid for. ButI 
hav got off my subject. I was speaking about this cartoon 
book. Now, I hav got my family record in the Christians’ 
Bible, but I hav still been in hopes that à book might be pro- 
duced with a few blank leaves in it for a family record, and 
as this book is to be a kind of a picture-Bible book, that is, 
it is to contain many pictures giving force to the reading of 
many of those Bible stories, I hav been thinking whether 
it would not be a proper book for a family record to be put 
in. But whether you put these blank leaves in or not, or 
whether you think the above is worth publishing or not, I 


want you to send me by returning mall, if you can, one of 
those books, 80 I can giv it a little looking over before I start 
on my Western trip, and as I am making out a little order 
for pamphlets and tracts to take with me, I may conclude to 
take some of those books. Please let me hear from you by 
returning mail, and beliéve me, as ever, 8. D. Moors. 


QUAKERTOWN, Pa., Dec. 22, 1889. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. J. H. Wood does not agree with me 
that four forefathers fought for freedom,” and further 
says that ‘‘our forefathers fought against the right of the 
government to tax the people.” I should like Mr. Wood to 
prove from history that his assertion is true. If history 
proves anything, it proves that our forefathers fought for 
the freedom to tax themselvs and the freedom to govern 
themselvs. I do not believe that they thought of Mr. 
Wood's advanced or unique idea of government support or 
finances. ‘*Free” and “freedom ” are only relativ and notabso- 
lute, and I defy Mr. Wood to produce a Liberal who thinks 
he livs under a government free from religious laws as a 
citizen of the United States. It is no doubt true that a num- 
ber of our law were inspired and promoted by falsehood 
and hypocrisy, and supported by honest ignorance. I think 
it unwise for Liberals to be too promiscuous in their assertions 
and denounce too much that they do not understand. Mr. 
Wood's ideas may be right as to the thing that will succeed 
and remove poverty, but is he quite sure that the clergy 
would not be the distributors of considerable of the govern- 
ment money under the present régime, or would the repeal 
of all tax laws remove the Sunday laws? I think it would 
be a good idea for some contributors to Taz TRUTH NEEKEK 
to cross-examin their own articles before mailing them. 

Yours truly, D. C. Wisner. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Nov. 28, 1889. 

Mi. Eprror: Thinking perhaps you would like to hear 
from this section of the country again, I will try and frame, 
you a letter out of some notes I hav at hand. I often feel 
like J. D. Shaw, away off in one corner of the country, but 
when the old Tzura SEEKER comes I know how you are all 
getting along in the outer world. To-day is Thanksgiving 
day, or the day to giv thanks, as you like it. One of my 
goody-goody little Christian friends told me he did not think 
I had anybody or anything to be thankful to or for. I would 
like to inform him, with some others, of some things I am 
thankful for. First, then, I am thankful I am alive in this 
enlightened age, and able to do my little part in banishing 
superstition and ignorance. I am often compelled to believe 
the hideous, unjust, and cruel old church is fast taking a 
back seat. When prejudice is no more, bigotry overcome, 
fear unknown, vested interest all lost, tradition forgotten, 
habit turned on a more improved and enlightened path, then 
the bottom of Christianity will hav fallen clean out, but un- 
til then she will keep lingering along, for these are all the 
friends of the church. The better future can and will do 
without all these. I am thankful that I had a mother, and 
still hav, that forbid my schoolmaster to fill my young head 
full of the creeds of the rotten Church of England. I am 
thankful that I was raised in a parish where the bigotry of the 
vicar was so great that it gave me the first dislike against 
the Christian church. I am thankful that such men as Bruno 
and Seaver hav lived, and that Ingersoll and John Peck 
still liv. I am thankful that I hav always been allowed to 
think for myself, and never been bound to any priest or pub- 
lic pauper. I am thankful that I came to this country where 


I hav had à better chance to study the religions of different 


nations, especially the Irish. Iam thankful that neither the 
Catholics or Protestants are as yet running this great country. 
Iam thankful that TRE TRurH SEEKER, and other Liberal 
papers, are getting in their work all over the states, circulat- 
ing the truth as it really is found out to be up to date. Iam 
thankful to know the whole world is growing wiser and bet- 
ter. Look at Italy on the other side, and Mexico on this 
side of the water. Iam thankful to know it is the philoso- 
phers, the scientists, and the common critics—like myself— 
that the priesthood are in fear of. I am thaukful to know 
that the fall of man was no fall at all, and that the salvation 
plan of saving men from that fall has no right to stay with 
us another day longer. Iam thankful for many other things 
which would take up too much of your valuable space to 
mention now. Lastly, but not least, I am thankful to your- 
gelf and staff, Mr. Editor, and to Mr. Heston. Iam thankful 
for the consolation that, although I may freeze in this world, 
I shall probably be kept eternally warm in the next—what a 
consolation ! 

I must tell you there has not been a circus here all sum- 
mer, but I hav had mine, all the same, with the Protestants 
and the Catholics. Between the two of them I hav some 
tolerably good ‘shows. I hav only to say Bruno to one and 
Blair to the other and all the fat is in the fre—I do not mean 
hell-fire. We had a very popular man here awhile ago by 
the name of Crafts. I believe he is a friend of Mr. Blair's. 
He tried to talk of Mr. Blair, but ran it into a very good 
temperance lecture. He took up a collection of $2.90. I 
believe he was working his way back to New York state, so 
look out for him. I advertised him all I could with a couple 
of hundred American Sentinels, We had Le Roy here this 
summer—the man that goes up in a balloon and comes down 
in a parachute. I thought while watching him, if these very 
good Christians could only go to heaven that way, how nice 
it would be! It's that dying part that catches them. 

Even those whose wings sprout here below, 
When it is time to go, say, no. l 

I hav every reason to believe the time is not far off when 
we shall be able to follow the example of some other large 
cities and start a Secular club or union. And, what is more, 
be able to maintain one or two Secular nurses, which I think 
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no Secular organization should be without. These sky-pilots 
and Bible-pounders getting hold of the dead bodies of good 
Liberals and Freethinkers and setting them up as horrible 
examples, is about played out. I hav arranged already that 
these hell-fire pedlers shall not go ranting over me when I 
am dead. Iam not dead yet. You may hear from me again 
some day. 

I had a lady friend ask me awhile ago how I could take 
away from her the God that has brought her through so 
many trials and tribulations. I replied by asking how I 
could recognize a God that would giv her so many trials and 
tribulations, knowing by her every-day life’ she was not de- 
serving of them. ‘If there is a just God that controls this 
universe, it is about time he got a move on him and 
straightened things up a bit. 

I go and hear the Methodist preacher sometimes, and 
every time I do he is sure to talk about the good country 
over the border. He means Canada. He comes from there. 
It's a pity that he will not go there again, and roll up his 
sleeves and plow and be a producer. It is far more 
honorable to be a producer than a preacher. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, W..G. MORGAN. 


WiLKESBARRE, PA., March 15, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: A month or so ago I offered some objections 
to an article of Mr. J. A. Tuttle's on the subject of science, 
as he seems to understand it, and not seeing it in print, sup- 
posed it had found its way into your waste-basket, and con- 
cluded that the Editor had enough of my objections and his 
theories, but in the last issue I am surprised to find another 
installment of Mr. Tuttle in which my name is brought for- 
ward, and the old subject revamped, which reminded me 
forcibly of the habits of some animals who chew their cuds. 
Now I submit, Mr. Editor, that if I amto be disturbed in 
this way semi-occasionally, you should not let my labored 
efforts escape the attention of your printer, else I shall never 
be able to compete with Mr. Tuttle in the effort to enlighten 
your patient readers—that is, if they need it as much as we 
do. For while Mr. Tuttle addresses me as an ignoramus on 
the subject of gravitation, attraction, etc., which he denies, 
I may say I hav an equally exalted opinion of his accom- 
plishments in that line, so you see we are quits on that score. 

In his outset he stated that he never, since a boy, had any 
faith in science, but it seems now that he meant, and should 
hav stated, that he had no faith in theories. My friend 
makes no distinction between theories and facts. I hav 
stated, what everybody should know who pretends to know 
anything, that science is ascertained facts. 
and demonstrable truth. When a large number of facts all 
seem to point in a certain direction, they lead to the sugges- 
tion of a hypothesis or theory, and as many more facts as 
can be collected which point in the same direction are used 
to substantiate the given theory or hypothesis, which in time 
lead to a demonstration, or the reverse, ag the case may be. 
It requires years—tens, hundreds, or thousands of them—to 
demonstrate or explode some theories, but no scientific mind 
will confuse this fact with what he knows to be a demon- 
strable theory. 


If the old notions about the Gulf Stream hav been erro. 


neous, as Mr. Tuttle says, that would not upset the science 
of mathematics; it could not vitiate any other established 


truth. Suppose the Gulf Stream is not caused by subterra- 


nean heat, as was supposed, would that disturb our faith in 
the relations of a right-angled triangle, or the demonstrated 
truths of trigonometry ? ; 

Mr. Tuttle seems to make no distinction between apparent 
facts and ascertained facts. The apparent facts are what 
make theories, but the real facts are what make science. 
The apparent facts giv way when the real facts come to be 
demonstrated truths. The apparent fact makes the sun 
go around our ear h, but the real, ascertained truth. is that 
we revolve to produce the result. So the apparent fact 
would suggest weight as an inherent property of matter, but 
the real truth lies in the law of attraction, which makes 


matter heavier in proportion as it is contiguous to other mat- 


ter, with which it may be magnetically related. Mr. Tuttle 
insists that the apparent weight of matter is the real fact of 
nature and the true one. I insist that he is as much in error 
in this as if he were to say the sun goes around us every day. 
And I hav tried to force this into his mind by stating the 


well-known fact that the same piece of matter, in different 


relations to the earth, will hav different weighte, in a vac- 
uum, I think this ought to be clear to the comprehension 
of anyone with the least pretensions to a knowledge of sci- 
ence. If, therefore, a ball of matter is placed between four 
other balls of equal densities and distances, and the laws of 
attraction and gravitation suspended, as would be if placed 
in space as the planets are, the balls would maintain their 
relativ positions, if not disturbed by outside attractions, etc- 

Mr. Tuttle ought to be & good Catholic, as he is preaching 
the same doctrins which priestcraft has preached and is 
preaching to this day in relation to science. He says in his 
last paragraph that it was to establish such pretended facts 
in science (as the Gulf Stream) that Giordano Bruno was 
chained to the stake and burnt to death, and Galileo was 
compelled to recant or share his fate. Indeed! Then Bruno 
and Galileo taught no truth, only theory, and of course de. 
served their fate. What a Jesuitical fing! What ignorance 
of what they did teach it discloses. And of course they had 
no right to teach error, however honestly believed, as the 
church, which is and always was infallible, has never taught 
any errors, notwithstanding that the words of Bruno and 
the telescope of Galileo hav proved that the church for 
centuries taught scarcely anything else but errors. | 

Mr. Tuttle, you talk as if you had received your early 
education in a Catholic school, and as if your youthful 
mind had been poisoned against scientific truth, and I know 
how hard it is in after life to overcome the teachings and 


It is knowledge 


the various changes in being made into the finest steel. 


prejudices of boyhood days. It is like attempting to replace 
new stones in the foundation of an old building which was 
originally laid on a bank of sand. When we begin to bore 
and wiggle to get out some of the old stuff, we are in danger 
of tumbling the whole structure to the ground in a mass. 

“ Established facts in science, forsooth!” says Tuttle, as 
if science had no such facts. 

Mr. Tuttle says he did not propose to wrangle on any sub- 
ject but Spiritism with Mr. Perry. He wants me to explain 
Spiritual phenomena, but admitted in the start that he 
would not believe his own senses if he were brought into 
contact with phenomena. Now, in reply, I say just what I 
said months ago. If a man will not rely on his own senses 
to discover truth and error on Spiritism or any other phenom- 
ena, he is not worth entertaining with an argument, for such 
a man admits in the outset that he is unqualified to tackle 
the subject. Now, this reason should be good for any fair- 
minded man, so why chew the old cud? I hav no time to 
write for Mr. Tuttle's amusement, as I know, from what he 
has said and admitted, that he is an incurable patient, and 
I do not want to waste my time and medicin. His mental 
system seems to me so clogged up with the prejudices of his 
youth, and the new.fangled notions about science, that much 
of it reminds one of the famous philosophy of the “ hollow 
globe" or '* Sims'es hole." The unfortunate thing about it 
was that Sims, in undertaking to demonstrate his theory, 
made a scow and, in attempting to plunge into the north 
polar region, must hav been drawn into the current of the 
central river, which he contended ran through from pole to 
pole, and was lost. And there are cranky people, who were 
advocates of his philosophy, still living who are expecting 
to find the fragments of the old craft floating about upon 
the bosom of the southern ocean. : 

Mr. Tuttle wants Mr. Perry to say '* whether a spirit is an 


,organic and personal individuality, independent of physical 


matter, or an inorganic and universal property of physical 


matter, before he addresses Mr. Tuttle any further on the 


subject.” 


My dear sir, I am an Agnostic on that subject, but I will 
giv you my opinion. A spirit must be an organic personal 
individuality, and therefore not independent of physical 
The 
universal spirit, which pervades all, and may, no doubt, be 
the cause of all forms, and which exists in all forms of or- 
ganic as well as inorganic material, may be the germ, or 
essence, of the organic spirit, and, at the same time, pervade 
A spirit, or man, is said to be com- 
posed of an outside body—organic—an inside body called a 
spiritual body, similar to the outside form, an inner goul re- 
lated to his spirit body, each in degree more refined than the 
Other, and farther removed from inorganic matter, yet suf- 
ficiently closely related to inorganic matter, such as beef and 
potatoes, etc., to be able to extract therefrom, by the proc- 
esses of digestion and assimilation, all the elements re- 
quired to build up and sustain the personality. My opinion 
is, therefore (b:sed on the above hypothesis), that, no mat- 
ter how refined a spirit or soul may be, it will never be en- 
tirely divested of matter. I think that, in the genera] sense,. 
spirit, that is the soul of nature, is co-related and co-existent, | 
never was and never will be less than the most refined sub- 
Everything must hav substance. There is, there- 
fore, something everywhere, and nothing nowhere.. Some- 
thing, from the very nature of things, must exist and must 
hav had existence always—could never hav been created 
from nothing, and therefore can never be annihilated, or 


matter, at least, so far as its corporal body is organic. 


the body of a spirit. 


stance. 


turned into nothing. 


A spirit, therefore, is organic, and not being able to be- 
come divested from organization, will never become diffus- 


ible like vapor or gas. Unless, as the Theosophists assert, 


at a certain point, or stage, of refinement, it enters Nirvana 


and is absorbed into God, the original source. Well, if so, 


I shall be content to dwell within the confines of material 
organization during the probable ages of its development 


and progress. 


All this theorizing, however, will not hav any bearing one 


way or the other, as regards the phenomena of Spiritism. 
When I hold up a slate in mid-day and get a communication 


in writing thereon, giving me intelligence characteristic of 


the spirit: whom I hav known, it is much easier for me to 
believe it than to rack my brains in search of some unrea- 
sonable theory to explode the truth of spirit life. 

Yours truly, J. R. Perry. 


Waes ina. W. Va., Jan. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: In your issue of December 21st appears an 
article headed, ‘‘To Any Spiritualist,” from the ready 
pen of Brother Peck. As I am a Spiritualist, I hav as good 
a right to answer as anybody. I admire Brother Peck’s 
article very much for its broadness and candor. It contains 
some queries beyond the power of mortal manto answer. I 
cannot describe a soul. I never saw one. I never saw a 
principle. I never saw a natural law. Ido not pretend to 


know how we got here, but we may theorize, exchange ideas, . 


and if we can gain any new ones, they may prove useful to 
us. I cau say with millions of others that I hav all the evi- 
dence of a continuation of life that I wish. I am not hunt- 
ing for evidence. I do not simply believe, I know there is 
something that survives the grosser body. Knowing this, I 
do not care what it is called, whether it is soul, mind, or life 
principle. Brother Peck calls it a thing. It is certeinly 
something; it must be material, and I choose to call it the 
ego, the me, the man, or life principle. I believe this prin- 
ciple has always existed; and that the life which animates 
my body this evening has always been an entity. It is 
claimed that the iron of the mountain is composed of glob- 
ules, and that each globule retains its identity through all 
Un- 
doubtedly so with air and water. If we could mark a glob- 
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ule of water when it falls, and follow it into old ocean, we 


would no doubt find it would retain its identity. I accept 


the Epicurean philosophy. I believe what is the me now, 
existed away back in the atom, and has traveled through 


all the lower gradations up to where it is this evening. I 
cannot believe'that life was ever made. I believe this ego, 
the me, has two coverings, a fine one and a coarser one, a8 
the hickory nut has, and no doubt dwells within. I 
believe the life is transmitted by the father, the female being 
the receptacle, as mother earth is the receptacle for grain, 
flowers, seeds, etc. I believe when the life reaches the 
female egg—s0 to speak—then immediately commences the 
formation of the finer and coarser bodies. The life principle 
always takes upon itself. a body suitable to its condition, 
and state of development. TI, being a Bpiritualist, claim that 
life was there first, end that the body is the result of life in- 
stead of life being the result of organization. The coverings 
of the soul seem to me to be but machines, through which the 
ego manifests itself. The trouble with idiots and lunatics is, 
in the case of the former, it has a badly constructed machine 
to show through, but the ego is there just thesame. The 
lunatic’s machine hag become injured, deranged, bursted 
in s0me way. A locomotiv may become disabled and stop, 
while the steam is there still. The babe’s body contains the 
ego, or soul, but its machine is not sufficiently developed. 


‘As the soul unfolds, the body develops. The rosebud con- 


tains the full-blown rose, but it is not developed. True, this 
immortal principle was never created, never began, hence 
will no doubt always exist. Brother Peck asks: '* Where is 
the thing, or soul, or immortal part to-day, which unborn 
beings are to receive? Cannot somebody show me one?” 
I cannot show Brother Peck a soul, neither do I know where 
souls come from. But I am going to venture to giv an opin- 
ion—which I never read, or heard from anybody—and if 
Brother Peck and others gee fit to laugh, it matters not to 
me. As I said, I do not believe that life was ever made, 
ever created, but it always existed, having traveled up 
through the mineral, the vegetable, the lower order of . 


-animals, and crops out in man, he being the most highly de- 


veloped animal. I believe the life within my body was once 
in a less evolved condition, suitable to inhabit the organiza- ` 
tion ofa monkey, dog, ox, raccoon, or reptil; but man was 
never any of these, for the life had not as yet sufficiently un- 
folded to inhabit the organization of a man. The dog is 
dead, we say, but where is the life which animated his body 
a short time ago ? Is it annihilated? I think not. Has it 
lost its identity? I cannot believe it has. I would rather 
think it capable of selecting a higher organization, that it 
may receive still further unfoldment. This seems to me in 


| harmony with progression's law. A man is dead, we also 


say. There is the body all intact, but it does not move. 
What is the matter? Ah! the power which moved it has 
departed. There is the brain, but the intelligence which 
showed through it is not there. The eyes do. not see. 
They never did see. They were the windows through which 
the man looked, and he being gone, there is no one to look 
through them. Brother Peck was kicked by a horse, and 
became insensible. The house he lived in was damaged, 
‘but-not so badly but he could still remain there, though so 
deranged he could not giv sign. The house he and his 
family reside in may be damaged some, yet they could re. 
main in it, but if a cyclone should carry the roof off, they 
would no doubt get out; and precisely so John Peck would 
move out the instant his head was cut off; and, no doubt, 
John Peck would hav been aware of the transition. He 
would be John Peck, minus the outer covering. The 
hickory nut is a nut just the same, and is recognized as such, 
after it has shed the outer covering. Brother Peck asks, 
“ If there was no relation between me and this thing, or 


‘soul, before I was born, what relation will there be after I 


am dead?" I claim that the ego, John Peck, is the soul, and 
the same always hay been one and the same entity, but not 
always known and identified as John Peck;. this entity, 
thing, or soul, having been in a less evolved condition, never 
before fitted to occupy as fine an organization, with as fine a 
brain to manifest itself through, as the organization known as 
John Peck. When the law of dissolution does its work, and 
John Peck, with his flner body—a fac simile of the grosser 
oue—moves out, the grosser body and brain may rot, and go 
to their original elements, and it will not change the likes 
and dislikes, the morals, intellectuality, or dignity, of John 
Peck immediately. John Peck—whether in the grosser body 
or out—will change only by the slow process of growth and 
unfoldment. As to how we hav reached our present state, 
we can only theorize. I believe the very air to teem with 
life, entities if you please, and that they are attracted to the 
male, and inhaled. Mau is positiv, the female negativ, 
the entities also negativ; hence, repelled by the female, they 
are attracted by the male. The monad, a live entity, is found 
to exist in the male sperm; and, as it could not hav been 
created, made out of nothivg, it must hav existed before, 
and I shall hold to the above theory until some one points 
out one more clear. That Brother Peck has never seen, 
heard, felt, or smelt a soul, is no evidence that such a thing 
does not exist. He has brains, but has never seen, felt, or 
tasted them. He cannot see the air, electricity, or magy et- 
ism. He cannot see the power which draws the ponderous 
trains across the continent, or the power which drives the 
steamer over the rough billows of old ocear. The unesen 
power is always the most powerful. The soul, »eli prin 
ciple, the me, or thing, as Brother Peck calls t, hse as 
view it, always been an entity, held so by natural law, pro- 
pelled through all the various changes, from the atom, 
through all the lower gradations up to the genus homo, by a 
progressiv law, and the law which has brought Jobn Peck 
through all the changes of the past will take him safely 
through the transition called death, and will hold him » 
entity, in all futurity, else it is not an eternal law. Let us 
hear from you, Brother Peck. J. ALLEN Nog. 


© Children’s Garner. 
^ idid by Muss Busan H. Wixom, Fai 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & Pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Which Loved Best. 


“T love you, mother,” said little John, 
And forgetting his work his cap went on; 
And he was off to the garden swing, 

And left hér ths water and wood to bring. 


“T love you, mother,” said rosy Nell, 

“I lova you more than tongue can tell i" 

But she teases and pouts and scolds all day, 
Till mother rejoices when she goes out to play. 


* I love you, mother,” said little Fan, 

& To-day I'l help you all I can; 

How glad I am that school don’t keep,” 
Bo she rooks the babe till it’s fast asleep. 


Then stepping softly she fetched the broom, 
And swept the floor aud tidied the room ; 
Busy aud happy all day was she, 

Helpful and happy as a child could be. 


* T love you, mother,” again they said, 

Three little children, going to bed ; 

How do you think that mother guessed 

Which of them really loved her best ? 
——— À— 99 ————————— 


Morality. 


I will offer a few prefatory remarks before 
I attempt to write an essay on morality, which 
was requested in THE TRUTH SEEKER of Octo- 
ber 1, 1889. The number containing the con- 
ditions has been sent off on missionary work, 
and I do not remember just what the condi- 
tions were. I am a boy, and hav received 
the most of my education at home, a8 we hav 
been boycotted in the way of a school, Chris- 
fians not wanting to send with the children 
of an Infidel. But my papa is sending my 
sister Florence to college, and when she fin- 
ishes we will hav a teacher at home. 

Morality is derived from the Latin mo. 
Relating to the conduct of men toward each 
other, subject to the moral law, reasoning or 
instructing with regard to vice or virtue, 
virtuous, just, honest, the doctrin or practice 
of the duties of life. The above definitions 
are some of the meanings as given by Reid’s 
English Dictionary. I think the word con- 
‘tains more import than any other word in the 
English language. Several nations are called 
civilized, but there is not a moral nation on- 
the globe, and but few of the names of the 
human family that hav come down to us 
through history can be called virtuous—of 
course I except women, for they hav ever ex- 
€elled men in all goodness. Iwill mention a 
few names that occur to me—Cincinnatus and 
Cicero, of Rome; Aristotle and Socrates, of 
Greece. The latter, considering the state of 
the world, was the greatest man I ever read 
of. He was moral and honest and died for 
the search of truth. Our modern Bruno and 
Servetus will rank with him. Of course I 
consider Robert G. Ingersoll the greatest man 
now living, but he has had many advantages 
those mentioned before did not. Morality 
and virtue are natura. qualities and dictates 
of the human senses, and vice is mainly 
` acquired—the effect of art or a delusion of 
our understandings. It is said by some, we 
are indebted to certain superstitious creeds 
and dogmas for morality. All the princips] 
virtues of the human character are founded 

' in the feelings, dictates, and affections of our 
nature. A true sense of humanity, gratitude, 
good-fellowship, and a general sense of right 
and wrong, are all to be found incorporated 
in the human animal by the fiat of nature. 
Education may cultivate and expand the good 
and useful qualities of our nature, but it 
never can add one essential qualification that 
is not founded in the natural dictates, affec- 

. tions, and feelings of the human nature. 

The word morality includes all the good 

_ that the human family owe to everything. 

. Take the simple children of nature as they 
were first discovered by Columbus in His- 
paniola; onthe Friendly islands by Captain 
Cook; and, in a degree, the more polished 
nativs of Mexico, when first invaded by their 
ferocious and greedy foes—they were virtu. 
ous and humane until they were corrupted 
and provoked to acts of retaliation and self- 

„protection. Roger Williams, when banished 
aby the superstitious, dogmatizing, creeds- 

-..JAoving, civilized Puritans, found a friend in 

the person of Miontonomah, the simple child 
of nature. All his good acts are comprised 

;'dn the word morality, and not one of the acts 

of Williams's persecutors can be covered by 

‘that word. I had always placed a higher 

-estimate on civility, until my attention was 


_| TRUTH NEEKER for a long time. 
the Children's Corner quite a bit and am 


called to the word morality, having always 
heard it preached that the moral man was in 
a very dangerous condition. Let man go 
abroad with just principles, and what is he? 
An exhaustless fountain in a vast desert; a 
glorious sun shining ever, dispelling every 
vestige of darkness. There is love animating 


his heart—sympathy breathing in every tone. 


Tears of pity—dewdrops of the soul—gather 
in his eye and gush impetuously down his 
cheek. A good man is abroad and the world 
knows and feels it. Beneath his smiles lurk 
no degrading passions. Within his heart 
there slumbers no guile. Heis not exalted 
in moral pride. He accords to others what 
he asks for himself. He stands throned on 
what he thinks is truth; his fortress is wis- 
dom. and his dominion the world. Always 
upright, moral, end virtuous, kind and sym- 
pathizing; always attached to just principles 


*|and actuated by the same, he is above the 


meanness of wanting another to suffer for his 
crimes. Morality, if thou hadst thy due, 
how great wouldst thou be! ‘ 
Coating, Ala. J. HAROorD WARD. 
————— 9-4 9——— — — — 


. Correspondence. 


Reser Crrx, March 2, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav never written to 
the Corner before. My father has taken THE 
I hav read 


very much interested in it. In January we 
had spring weather and the roads were nice 
and dry, but now there is good sleighing. I 
think I hav written enough for this time. I 
remain, Your Liberal friend, f 
ELIZABETE LINDSAY. 


Revere, Mass., March 17, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I hav just had my 
eighth birthday, and mamma let me hav a 
tea party. I invited four of my friends to 
tea. I had a birthday cake. We played 
games, and we all had a nice time. I had a 
few presents, and one was a friendship ring. 
lam going to copy a piece which you may 

think suitable for the paper. I remain, 
Your friend, Maset WASHBURN. 


ARMSTRONG, Ia., Jan. 30, 1890. 

Deak Miss Wixon: We hav had fine 
weather so far this winter for Iowa, but it 
has been melting to-day. My mother is just 
recovering from an attack of La Grippe. 
Two men hav died here lately; they had 
both been good Christians all their lives. 
One died of paralysis and the other of dropsy. 
One had suffered three months before he died. 
Part of the time he had to sit before an open 
window and could hardly get his breath, 
while his body was nearly freezing. Why 
did not his great God whom he worshiped all 
his life relieve him of his suffering? 

We hava lyceum at our school-house this 
winter. The first question of debate was, 
** Resolved, that the wor'd is a plane.” The 
negativ side beat. And the second was the 
** Woman's suffrage question." The affirma- 
tiv side beat. The next lyceum will be to- 
morrow night. 'The lyceum is the amusing 
thing going on for the young folks. I would 
like to hear from our friends Penmans 
through the columns of Tux TRUTH ÑEEKER. 

Ernst Burt. 
CLEARFIELD, Kan., Jan. 31, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My father takes Tug 
Terura BEEKEBR, but this is my first attempt 
to write for the Corner. 

I am thirteen years of age, and I hav two 
brothers and four sisters. My two eldest 
sisters are teaching school. 

Ever since Mr. Remsburg lectured in our 
school-house, and stopped at our house, the 
school-children hav been calling us little In- 
fidels. 

Last summer when my little sister Alma 
was going to Sunday-school her teacher 
Offered a Bible as a prize to the one in her 
class that would hav learned and repeated 


the most texts by the end of that quarter. | 


Alma concluded to try for it merely for the 
honor and to show them what a little Iofidel 
could learn, as she did not care for the Bible. 
She probably would hav won the prize had 
nota little Christian girl cheated by repeat- 
ing all the texts she had said before. This 
happened on the very last day of the quarter. 
The Bible was given to that little girl. 

Hoping that this letter will not find its way 

to the waste-basket, I remain, 
Your Freethinker friend, : 
Iva B. E. Hzzp. 
NORWEGIAN CONSULATE, 
BALONIOA, TURKEY, Jan. 30, 1890. 

My Drar Miss Wixow: I ought to hav 
auswered your letter long ago, only we hav 
had such a house of sickness, for more than 
four months, that mamma. and I hav hardly 
written to any of our friends. First of all 
we got the “ Dainque” and were all down 
with it, and we were no sooner well than 
we got the influenza, and now my brother 
Henry and my sister Lily hav it. Father and 
mother hav both had it, but they are almost 
well now. 

It is such & long time since I hav had a 
letter from Uncle Fisk that we all began to 


think he must be ill, but, the other day, |- 


mother received one from him, saying that 
he had been ill with influenza, but that he 
wa8 better. 


ex. 
,Prioe,$1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office. 


The weather is 80 nasty and unhealthy just 
now; we hav not had any rain for ever 80 
long. I think we hav had only two small 
Showers of rain in seven months. All the 
gardens are dried up and the vegetables are 
becoming dearer. Father says he is afraid 
all the sheep and lambs will die if this kind 
of weather goes on, as the folks never pre- 
pare for a cage of this kind. Business is very 
bad, and we are very unsettled. We do not 
go to school any more, so mother teaches us 
at home. If mother had not so many other 
things to attend to, we would learn much 
better at home, as the school we used to go 
to was not such a very good one. They did 
not think it was 80 very important that we 
should learn grammar and geography, and 


we did not learn much except music, sing-. 


ing, and drawing, but mother says she does 
not think much of that kind of teaching. I 
am very fond of music and drawing. I like 
them better than anything else. 

I must say good-bye now, dear Miss Wixon, 
and hoping you will forgiv me for not hav- 
ing written for so long, with much love, be- 
lieve me, Ever yours affectionately, 

: DAISY SUTER. 
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Stray Seraps. 

In expatiating on  ''Probation after 
Death," Jo Cook, in his Boston Monday lect- 
ure, February 8d, said, ‘‘ It never is safe for 
any man to die in his sins." Is it safe. Mr. 
Cook, for any man to iie in his sins? What 
business has any man to hao sins at all? 
Why not get rid of them, and let Christ's 
blood alone ? 

Mrs. Julia A. Harris died suddenly in Tre- 
mont Temple, January 81st, while conducting 
a prayer service. The large hall was com- 

letely filled with worshipers. Had she been 
ecturing on Freethought, Christian charity 
would hav set it down as a ‘‘ judgment of 
God!” As it was, ‘‘The master called her 
home in the harness.” 

Rev. Geo. A. Gordon discoursed upon 
**'The Sermon on the Mount,” Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 2d, at the Old South church, Boston. 
One would infer by his minute descriptions 
that he was present sitting on a reserved 
front seat. He dilated on ‘‘his piercing eye 

Jesus's], the sea of upturned faces" of his 
audience, ‘‘ the sinner’s troubled conscience 
as Jesus portrayed the divine beatitudes,” 
etc. In style it resembled Talmage, bereft 
of the latter's slang. What right had this 
man to depict a scene he must. hav known 
-never occurred as he represented! If Jesus 
sat on the mount (Matt. v, 1, 2), how could 
he hav stood in the plain (Luke vi, 17, 20)? 
The sermon was reported in full, and a sample 
of inconsistencies aud impossibilities. 

In the Jate discussion on the Presbyterian 
creed revision in New York. Dr. Vincent 
aid the Confession of Faith to many of 
the church members was  unknown—the 
church was ahead of the confession—it was 


not adapted to modern times—the doctrin |. 


that men and angels were preordained to 
everlasting death he repudiated. He admit- 
ted that God had aright to make a Hindoo 
ora Tartar of him, but denied that he had 
any right of arbitrary power to condemn him 
to eternal torments in hell. That is right, 
doctor, but for teaching this very truth from 
the platform thirty-seven years ago, a cleric 
of your own denomination said I ought to be 
hanged—and he would hav hanged me, had 
he had the power. The world does move. 
In conclusion, Dr. Vincent asked: '* Why 
Should we accept the works of Calvin? To 
perpetuate his name simply ? Who was he? 
as he crucified for us? Was it in him we 
were baptized?” Poor man! could you liv 
&nother fifty years you would then be as 
ashamed of your Jesus, crucifixion, baptism, 
` and salvation, as you are now of Calvin's 
reprobation, infant damnation, beathen 
damnation, etc. Erra E. Gipson. 
Barre, Feb. 7, 1890. 


Obituary. 

Mrs. Louisa Geddes departed this life 
Tuesday, March 18, 1890, aged fifty-three 
years, eleven months, and twenty-one days. 

Of her family, one son, and her husband, 
‘whose constant helpmate and companion she 
has been for nearly thirty-four years, survive 
her. 

She was of a quiet, philosophic, and un- 
demonstrativ and retiring disposition, and 
though through life in fairly comfortable cir- 
cumstances, she was an ever busy, industri- 
ous woman, joining her hands with her heart 
in all the efforts of her husband in facing and 
performing the responsibilities and duties of 
life. Their home by acquaintances most 
‘intimate was reputed to be a veritable heaven 

- on earth to themselvs and to those who had 
the pleasure of its hospitality. 

She and her husband and the son she has 
left proudly bore the title of Infidels. In the 
long journey of life, though environed by the 
influences of New England Puritanism, Mr. 
and Mrs. Geddes, whether in the East, or 
in the West communities where the home 
was, *' lived above the fog in public duty and 
private thinking." 

They were both philosophers; and each 
found the highest ideal of life in the other 
and in the mutual work they could do for 
others. Her sincere desire was to see the 
power and benefit of knowledge extended, 
and the evils of the superstition and bigotry 
arising from ignorance destroyed. She 
held death to be as much in the order of 
great nature, and as necessary,as life, and 
though not a believer in any form or faith of 


theology, or the God of orthodoxy, or its| Bketch 


heaven or its opposit, she expressed her 
thoughts of death and passed to it without 
fear, her features in death wearing as calm 
an expression as ever did those of the most 
devout and prayerful Christian. - 

The writer was called to officiate at the 
funeral, which was very largely attended by 
people of diversified opinions. They listened 
very attentivly and respectfully to some ideas 
that were new on the problem of life and the 
nature of death, its naturalness, and the great 
hope in a future with which a grand human 
life inspires us. They undoubtedly returned 
to their homes thinking that though the serv- 
ices were philosophic and unceremonious, a 
calm dignity and profound affection surged 
through tbe hearts of the mourners, and that 
the teachings of the discourse were calculated 
to induce every thoughtful person to liv 
with a noble purpose, hava high object in 
life, help the unfortunate, weak, and op- 

. pressed ; and that he or she who does this has 
no cause to fear death, and the mourner no 
occasion to be other than resigaed. 

Ohicago, Ill. J. H. RANDALL. 
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8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BOBERT G. ECCLES. 


9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. SKIL- 
TON. 
10. MODUM OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 


AMPBON. 
H. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dsg. LEWIS 
» JANES. 
13. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nexson C. 
PABSHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWICK. 
14. PHILO OEHT OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
15. THR EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
AYAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of '' Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8v0, 25 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50; $4, |- 


$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jawels, $7.50 ; 
9 jeweils, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50; 5 ounce, $6. In best npen-face 
filled gold, dust-proof orse, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.10; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $28.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. BEST oper-face filled screw case. $27; hinged, 
$30: bunting, $26: Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17: 11 jewels, 
$18 50; 15 jewrls, $95; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 mors. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 atone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape. 
sapphire and ruby in center, 8ame price an 
value: Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 
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Liberal Jileetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
*réethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The 5 anhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3P.M., every. 


Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
free discusgions on religious and socia! questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalweyson hand atcheaprates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 1 45 PM at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. M 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison atreet. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Khe Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O.. meets the first and fourth Sun- 


days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to UTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. Q. BxrTz, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. ReyNoups, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets everv Runday in the Liberal reading.room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All L berals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Cloth, 12m0, 76pp.; 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Extract. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LrBEBAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to weli-known tunes. 
is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mra. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualiBed Phy- 
siclan, and the most suo- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for hts Pri» 


vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life- Wastiug Weakness 
h as the result of youthful 
F follies, indeserctions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
Exterual Applicatiou.—/ 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth mauy times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of those afflict- 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
Similar advertisements 
from nureliable practiti- 
oners have been frequent- 
s ly assailed and exposed by 


in his profes- 
the press, hut Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in a} 
aiou. aud it is safe to trust him.” — The National Yieto. 


Addres yr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


NELAND, N.J. 
And say where you saw this advertisement, 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and 
very successin] physician. He is worthy of an 
extensiv patronage.—TAe Libera, 


Sto be constructed 
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: 


diews af the Week, | WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELICIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, | yo}, I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, ir- 


the Holy. Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. - 


In Crete it has been found necessary to 
forbid: the. Christian and Mussulman clergy 
from taking part in the coming election. 


GENERAL Von Capxivi is Bismarck’s suc- ' 
cessor as chancellor of Germany. In stature 
he is as gigantic as his predecessor. He hates 
Socialists. 


MARYLAND is consider- 
ing the Australian balot 


AND REFORMERS. | 


Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
ew Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 

from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. Svo, 1,075pp., cloth; $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., ge 0., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


eluding Jehovah, Satan, 
8vo,835pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully all 
‘the Religions Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


"THE TRUTH SEEKER CO; 


Gens af 


We should guard against believing things 
wrong which are indifferent, and keeping ob- 
,Servauces which are valueless. Many peo- 
| ple’s goodness Consists in avo'ding sius which 
are not sins, and doing duties which are not 
duties. One of our first duties ia to hav sen- 
i Bible views of duty. We cannot make arbi. 
trary rights and keep good by observing 
them.— Dierbower, 


bought. 


Tug Ethical End, or 


Morality. as it has been, 


reform. 


Troops are driving 


boomers from the Chero- 
kee strip. |. — | - - 


Pxrarr fires hav burnt 
` over 1.000,000 acres in 
' Colorado. . : 


WonxiksGMEN and sol- ^ 
diers came into conflict 
in Berlin a few days ago. 


` Tae Propaganda at 
Rome. states the total of - 
.; Roman Catholics in the 
world to be 218,000,000. 


Tus: Armstrong Gun 
Works at Elswick, Eng.. 
‘has a strike of 8,000 
employees for eight 


is founded partly on 
Wellbeing, or Utility: 


and partly on Sentiment. 
The portions of Morality, 


hours. ms 


4, Amv Indianapolis re- 
cently à burning building 
fell carrying with it a 
number of firemen, of 
whom ten were killed 
and sixteen injured. 


oe 


Tue assistant pastor 


and the sexton of St. 
Joseph's Catholic church . 
` at Texas, Md., on the 


“27h ult. had a quarrelin 
. which fists and a revolver 


having in view the pre- 
vention of human misery 
&nd the promotion of 
human happiness, are 
known and obvious. 
They are not the whole 
of Morality as it has 
been. Sentiment, ca- 
. price, erbitrary liking or 
disliking, are names for 
states of feeling that do 
not necessarily arise from 
their objects, but may 
be joined or disjoined by 
education, custom, or the 
power of the will. The 
Tevulsion of mind, on the 
part of the Jewa, against 
eating the pig, and ou 
our own part, 88 regards 
horse flesh, is not a 
primitiv or natural sensi- 
bility, like tbe pain of 
hunger. or of cold, or of 
a musical discord; it is 
purely artificial; custom 
has made it, and could 
unmake it. The feeling 
cf fatigue from overwork 
ia natural; the repug- 
nance of caste to manual 


ne 


Pj) 
Ke 
22 Hu 


"ere used." = >. 


Jaber is factitious. The 


dignity attached to the 


Tar dikes along the 


military profession, aud 


Mississippi. are giving 
way in places owirg to 


the indignity of the office 


of publie execntioner, 


the long rains and the 


fidods. Life has been 

lost, and it is feared that. 

extensiv  submergences 
: may occur. : 


On their University 
at 


GOLIATH CAUSETH CONSTERNATION AMONG THE ISRAELITES. 


And the Philistines said, I defy the armies of Israel this day: giv me a man, that we may fight together. When 
Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistines, they were dismayed and grea‘ly afraid. —1 Sam. xvii, 10, 11. 


ere capricious, arbitrary, 
and sentimental. Our 
prospectiv regard to the 
cor forts of our declining 
years points to a real 
interest; our feclings as 
to the disposal of the 
body after death are 


Washington in imitation 


-of the Catholics, the Methodists will spend | 


$1,500,000. 


Taer steamer City of Paris, whose failure 
_to arrive at Queenstown, Ireland, caused anx- 
iety, reached port on the 30th ult. with a hole 
in her bottom and 2,000 tons of water in her 
hold. The thousand lives on board had had 
& narrow escape. 


- Tor Senate has fixed April 30 to Oct. 20, 
1892, as the date of the World's Fair at Chi- 
cago, and has decided that $10,000,000 shall 

be raised before the president invites foreign 
nations to participate. The bill now goes 
back to the House. `` 


As priestly rule in Mexico is passing away, 
the secular authorities sre slowly getting rid 
of the evil outgrowths such as it always leaves 
—among other things, the curse of brigands. 
Of these, thirty-hav been shot within a radius 
of thirty miles about San Felipe in five 
months. 


Catuotios giv as statistics of the trade 
‘they did with their ** miracle-working ” shrine 
of Lourdes in 1889: pilgrimages, 130; pil- 
grims, 111,860,.including two cardinals and 
sixty-four archbishops and bishops; masses, 
84,886; communions, 202,800. : 


Tne Liberals and Socialists of Germany hav 
grownso that thére seems no resource for the 

. throne but to. fall back for its support upon. 
-the Catholic party. But the leader of that 
party, Dr. Windthorst, demands as considera- 
tion grants that cause the emperor to hesitate, 
viz., influence to.retake the temporal posses- 
sions from Italy, recon pence of the monetary 
losses incurred by Catholics under Bismarck’s 
severities, and greater control of the schools. 


On the afternoon of the 27th ult. the signal j 

service at Louisville, Ky., predicted a cyclone 
in that section, but no one thought it would 
strike the city. At 8:20, however, it swept 
down upon the city and cut through it a swath 
- half a mile wide and two miles long, demol- 
ishing almost every structure in that area. 
Thousands were buried in the ruins. In 
many places fire broke cut, and some who 
had escaped crushing were burnt to death. 
The building in which there was the greatest 
Joss of life was a public hall in which a chil- 
.drem's dancing class and several lodge meet- 
ings were in progress; scarcely a dozen of 
the three or four hundred persons escaped 
entanglement jn the ruins, and while -most 
were rescued alive a large number were 
killed. The .rector, of. one of the largest ! 
churches was crushed into a-shapeless mass 
as he sat in his home reading to his son at his 
knee. The total of lives lost is estimated at 
two hundred, and of those injured at many j 
hundreds. Damage was done to property | 
and lives were lost in other parts of Kentucky 
and in southern Illinois. 
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| . purey factiiious and 
i sentimental. It is an essential part of human 
i liberty, to permit each person to form and to 
| indulge these sentiments or caprices; al- 
though a good educatìon should control 
|them with a view to our happiness on the 
whole. But when any individual liking or 
fancy of this description is imposed as a law 
upon the entire community, it is a perversion 
snd abuse of power, a confounding of the 
Ethical end by foreign admixtures.—Bain's 
Moral Science. 


Wax Christians claim that it is the 
churches and religion that prevent crime, we 
claim that it is schools and intelligence that 
will free the world from vice. The advance- 
ment of popular education and the declension 
‘of church influences are steadily diminishing 
the number of criminale. In 1860,the United 
Btates had one criminal for every 1,647 inhab- 
itants; in 1880 there was but one criminal 
for every 1,876 iuhabitants, a decrease of 
thirteen per cent in twenty years. In 
England crime has decreased twenty-five per 
cent in forty years. Since the adoption of 
compulsory education in Baden, crime has 
been reduced fifty-one per cent. Five years 
of compulsory education in New York city 
has been attended by a decrease of thirty-six 
per cent in the number of juvenil offenders. 
—J. E. Remsburg. 


THE public mind of England has softened 
while it has ripened, and we hav, in the 
course of ages, become, not only a wiser, but 
also a kinder people. There is scarcely a 
page of the history or lighter literature of the 
seventeenth century which does not contain 
some proof that our ancestors were less hu- 
mane than their posterity.—Macaulay’s His- 
tory of England. 


For myself, the only devil I know is that 
black devil, ignorance, fostered by knavery 
and tyranny—a devil personified by the cred. 
ulous many, and kept up, in the past, by the 
learned but treacherous few, who professed 
to rule the messes by their fears rather than 
to guide them through their love. The devil 
has, indeed, not been a roaring lion, but a 
cowardly and treacherous boa-constrictor ; it 
has enveloped in its massiv folds glorious 
truth, and, in the fierceness of its brute power, . 
‘has crushed in its writhipngs. But, oh! a 
glorious day is coming; amidst the hereto- 
fore gloom of night the bright rays of the 
rising sun are piercing, and the light of truth 
dispels the mists of ignorance. Bright. facts 
drive out dark delusions; mighty trutha 
triumph over pious frauds and no longer need 
men be affrighted by the notion of an om- 
nipotent fiend, wandering through the earth, 
ever secking their damnation.—Bradlaugh’s 
Few Words About the Devil. 


Wouvrp God giv me brains and make it a 
crime to think ?—Jngersoll, 
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THE FOLLY OF CLINGING TO THE CROSS. 


— Hotes and Llipgings. 


Tar bishop of Padua has received a letter 
from the holy father, warmly approving of a 
society which has just been formed for the 
purpose of showing the harmony between 
‘science and religion. 

In France, during 1886, official figures show 
that the unmarried represented fifty-two per 
cent of the entire population. Celibacy con- 
tinues under the republic, as under the 
empire, the strongest factor in the progressiv 
diminution of the population, traceable also 
to intense selfishness and  penuriousness. 
Schemes to tax the unmarried hav been dis- 
cussed by French legislators since the great 
revolution of 1789, with the resulting admis- 
sion that such taxation would be impotent as 
& remedy or stimulation to marriage and 
offspring. 

Mz. Henprioxs has introduced into the 
New York senate a bill to abolish arrests in 
civil actions except for contempt. Lawyers 
are divided in opinion ag to the advisability 
of this proposed complete abolition of impris- 
onment for debt. Colonel Ingersoll says: '*I 
am opposed absolutely to imprisonment for 
debt. It is a relic of barbarism and savagery. 
The bill to abolish arrests in civil actions as 
published in the Herald meets my views 
exactly as to what is demanded in the way of 
a reform of the abuses that hav grown out of 
this crying evil. I hope the-bill will become 
a law.” 

CLAUDIO JANNET, a noted French writer, 
says: ''The systematized sterility of New 
England Protestants has resulted in remark. 
able social and political consequences. Th 


Trish, Canadian, and soon the Italian Catho- 
lic immigrants, little by little, are replacing 
them in such a way that New England is al- 
ready one-third Catholic, and the day when 
it will be ruled by a Catholic majority can be 
mathematically calculated. The Canadians 
hav invaded peacefully and surely all that 
region. For a long time they confined them- 
selvs to working in the mills, but now they 
areturning farmers. They are fast becoming 
an important social factor in the country, a 
fact which will hasten annexation.” 

Tut Boston Committee of One Hundred 
says: *' We hav no hesitation in affirming 
that the oath of allegiance to our government 
taken by Romauists, by which they hav 
obtained the rights of the ballot, citizenship, 
and office. amounts to nothing, if they are 
good Romanists, and has no binding obliga. 
tion where the interests of the church or the 
pontiff require it to be disregarded. . . . 
We do not hesitate to say, as a measure for 
the nation's self-protection, that no man who 
confesses allegiance to the pontiff should be 
allowed to participate asa citizen in either 
holding an office or casting a ballot. The 
United States Supreme Court has decided 
that the law of one of our states disfranchis. 
ing Mormons is constitutional, on the theory 
that the man who takes the oath the Mormons 
are required to take cannot be a good citizen. 
Why should not this principle be applied to 
those who confess allegiance to the papal 
hierarchy? No ballot for the man who takes 
his politics from the Vatican." 

Tas Escanaba Mirror announces the con. 
vention of the God-in-the-Constitution party 
at Washington in this way: “A conference 
of April fools will be held in Washington on 


the ist prox., for the purpose of arranging a 
plan whereby they can take charge of all sub- 
lunary affairs, as far as this country is con- 
cerned, They will tell the balance of the 
people that the state should make Sunday a 
day of rest; should contro] matrimony; 
should ‘pulverize the rum power;’ should 
draw up the curriculum of every university, 
college, and school in the land, aud, in fine, 
should poke its paternal proboscis into the 
private business of every man, woman, and 
child in the country. The big-wigs of this 
Praise-God-Barebones pack are old Bill 
Windom, secretary of the United States treas- 
ury, whose record as a Wall street gambler is 
about as rotten as they make 'em; Gineral 
Clinton B. Fisk, prohibitiv candidate for 
president in 1888, an all’round fraud; Jo 
Cook, the belligerent brawler, who has had 
his hide tanned more times than we can tell 
for his idiotic insolence; Frances Willard, 
who has made a pretty penny by trapsing 
over the United States and posing as the 
high-priestess of morality at so much a pose, 
and a mortal lot more canting casuists and 
holy humbugs. Their prime hobby is the 
union of state and sanctuary—a thing that 
means ruin to our republic; a thing that was 
spit, stamped upon, and shoveled under the 
sod by Tom Jefferson and his compeers in 
‘the brave days of old,’ when they were 
making their flery fight against despotism in 
all its devil forms. The conference will be 
held, but its counsel will not be heeded in 
this progressiv period, when the light of lib- 
erty is beginning to flood the whole wide 
world with a fresh, supernal splendor; and 
the April fools will simply waste their wind 
and jingle their jaws in vain.” 


As the day draws near for the fulfillment 
of the prophecy that Oakland, San Francisco, 
Chicago, and Milwaukee are to be swallowed 
up by earthquake, the excitement among 
Erickson’s followers in Oakland, Cal., in- 
creases. The police hav broken up all public 
meetings, but the cranks assemble in private 
houses, and made converts the last week. 
Dealers in second-hand furniture report that 
cranks hav left many orders with them for 
the disposal of property for cash. The 7th, 
was the date fixed by Erickson for the begin- 
ning of the exodus to the mountains, but 
about forty Oaklanders auticipated the re- 
moval by two days, as they departed on the 
5th for St. Helena, the center of wine-making 
in Napa county, which is over a thousand feet 
above sea level and about seventy miles from 
this city. They hav rented rooms and cottages 
and are prepared to remain throughout the 
month and await the doom of Oakland. 
About a score of families hav established a 
camp in the foothills back of Oakland, where 
they hav raised tents and propose to hold a 
series of camp-meetings, From the prepara- 
tions noted in Oakland it is likely that several 
hundred people will flock to this camp. 
Even in San Francisco many credulous peo- 
ple are alarmed, and country resorts will 
profit by their fears. At Santa Rosa several 
ofthe faithful hav joined Mrs. Woodworth, 
the original leader, who is responsible for 
Erickson’s prophecy. She is a shrewd 
woman, however, and proposes to start East 
early this week and will not hav to face her 
dupes. Nervous excitement over the pre- 
dicted calamity has proved too much for 
several women in Oakland, who hav been 
sent to the insane asylum. 
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Communications. 


The Depressing Influence of the Bible on 
Morality. 

Thera is perhaps no subject which such great con- 
troversies bav reged about, which commentaries hav 
been written on in such number, and about whioh peo- 
' ple hav talked so much, as the Bible, snd yet, sirange 
to say, littl is known about it. Nor is there any 
aubjsct that it is more their duty to become familiar 
with, for it is the imperativ duty of every believer to 

iv satisfactory reason for the faith thabis in him; if 
he eannot do so, then he should giy up all pretensions 
: to being a reflectiv creature, and nob presume to ex- 
; press an opinion upon anything. And of the unbe 
: liever who is not familiar with the Bible, I would say 

that he is extremely culpable, for he is rejecting thai 
which he has not examined, and therefore cannot s firm 
to be unworthy of credit. However, the great mass of 
society to day prefer to take their opinion upon ibis 
subject from some favorit author, instead of getting 
their knowledge of it from the original fountain itself, 
_in which case it cannot be called an opinion, but 
. merely a prejudice, and certainly it can never rise to 
the dignity of being called a principle. 
In order to obtain a correct idea of the teachings 
and character of the Bible, men and women of ma- 
- ture mind should read it, and investigate it for them- 
selvs. It should, however, be strictly withheld from 
: girls and young children, because if would only giv 
-, them an insight into those dark and plague-haunted 
` spots on humanity, of which it is the duty of every 
. careful parent to sirive to keep them in ignorance 
: Unfortunately there are too many persons who reed 
. the Bible day after day, week after week, month after 
: month, and year after year, and are as ignorant of its 
. nature and tendeneies as they were before they had 
‘done go. It should not be reed in an apathetic nor 
-an inattentiv manner, nor in a spirit of blind, sab- 
missiv superstition, but it shouid be read just es any 
other book would be read. If you wished to under- 
stand a book on any scientific or historical topic, you 
' would read that book carefully, inquiringly, snd 
critically. You would pause frequently io examin 
your own mind, and to ses if you had thoroughly 
grasped the meaning of what you had read. You 
would ask yourself whether it was rational, whether 
it was consistent with your experience, avd in bar- 
“mony with the known laws of nature. Now, why 
cannot this mode of reason and inquiry be extended 
"o the Bible? The truth must ever be made 
more evident by inquiry, and no mode of inquiry can 
convert truth into falsehood, or falsehood into truth, 
‘but the more rigid the inquiry the more manifest 
will the truth become, and surely, that which is as- 
.serted to be the word of God is not less able to bear 
the test of criticism than the writings of man. If 
the advocates of Bible inspiration shrink from the 
sternest criticism of their “great” book, then we are 
justified in doubting both its truth and their in- 
tentions. 
However much there may be in the Bible 
to provoke a smile, or extort a flash of pleas- 
antry, there is unhappily far more that is calculated 
to excite sadness, tears, shuddering, and borror. 
It is for the most part an awful book, a book whose 
records of idolatry, deeds of torture, murders, un- 
natural lusts, and wholesale massacres, should hav 
- been written with “pens of fire" and “letters of 
blood.” l 
This plain language will probsbly startle any pious 
believer that may happen to read it, but I will tell him 
that the narrativ upon which I am about to enter 
justifies me in using it; and I will tell him more, that 
if he will read carefully what I hav written, and then 
ean bring unanswerable objections to what I hav 
“said, if be can prove that I hav used too much 
severity of condemnation, then I will acknowledge 
myself humbled and rebuked. In return for this I 
only ask him to paruse this with candor, and not to 
close his understanding against conviction. 
Cultivated men and women of to day hav withia 
them a higher standard of morality than any that ie 
to be found in the Bible. This, however, is partly 
. the result of natural feeling, and partly, perbaps to a 
larger extent, the result of a humanizing education. 
For true morality is not so much an impulse as a 
growth. But my object in this little work is to show 
that the rank idolatry of this nation lays a deadly 
weight upon morality, checks its prosperity and 
happiness, and undermines its progress towards good. 

However, it is hardly to be expected that the litera- 

ture and religious practices of an uncouth people in 

a remote avd barbarous age should be fitted for the 

guidance of any intelligent nation now ; indeed, a 

great gulf exists between tha moral tone of the Bible 
and that which influences modern society. Through- 
out the former, three passions will be found to pre- 
dominate, viz., a ferocity of bloodshed. a prurient 

‘sensuality, and an abject superstition. Now, the O!d 

Testament abounds with proofs of theee essertions, 

for almost the first act it attributes to Gcd after the 
creation is the wanton and willful destruction of 
every living thing by a flood. This deluge—an 
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| ominous theme—whether in itself 2 matter of fact or | does say that, although the Lord succeeded in break. 


of fiction, has most assuredly led to a deluge of 
controversy and criticism, in which hav been drowned 
all enlightened sense of truth, science, and morality. 
A more revolting doctrin priesteraft never invented— 
the whole vital world, man, woman, child, beast, 
creeping thing, all but a pair of each, hurled into the 
abyss of death. And why? Because two human 
beings ate an apple and thence propagated their sin. 
Cuitivated humanity could only hesitate whether to 
laugh at the absurdity of such a dogma, or to blush 
at its brutality. Can we really liv in a civilized age 
while such uncivilized creeds are thus indorsed? If 
the faith of a nation be an index of its progress, then 
indeed are we still struggling in the vortex of barba 
riam, for some of the darkest creeds are yet popular, 
and theology still Juxuristes in vengeance. Putting 
aside the scientific argument involved in this question, 
Is it a moral doctrin, is it commendable, £o destroy 
human beings when they will not be obedient to 
your injunctions? would it be right for man to 
follow the divine example? Enlightened jurispru- 
dence revolts at such ethics. The feeling of the 
parent, the judge, the statesman, the man, are out. 
raged by such a theory. Well may the Freethinker 
teach that humanity is a higher test of virtue than 
oreeda. 

The Bible presents to us a deity who intervenes in 
the affairs of men, but, alas, only to punish and not 
to improve, to destroy and not to reform. Punish- 
ment, vindictiv and violent, changing the whole 
course of nature for temporary indiscretions ; pun- 
ishment, unwise and useless, annihilating the crim- 
inal, and not sradicating or subduing the motivs to 
crime, is based upon an exploded morality that must 
die with the dismal superstition that engendered it. 
For none sre too mean to be commiserated, or too 
abandoned to be reclaimed, and a book that could 
teach with equanimity such doctrins, a system so 
barbarous, unnatural, yet strangely godlike, should 
hav its very name érased from the langusge of all 
civilized nations. 

We are then hurried on to the revolting crimes of 
the meu of Sodom, and the dreadful punishment 
which befell them. Also that whimsical and ur- 
merited punishment which befell Lot’s wife, for 
we are told that, for the natural act of casiing one 
livgering look back toward her burning home, she 
was turned into a piller of salt. Why, if in these 
days sll women who committed some such slight 
unconscious mental cffanse were to be thus dealt 
with, then salt would become as abundant as the 
dust of the earth, and the fair sex would disappear 
altogether. We are told that Lot’s daughters be- 
haved in a disgusting and unnatural manner, and 
though their condu*t was criminal in the extreme, 
still the Bible neither punishes or censures them for 
it. This I hold to be one of the chief sources of 
Bible immorality, for it relates the most heartrending 
crimes. the most brutal murders, the most atrocious 
conduct, without one word of condemnation, while 
it does condemn indiscretions, as though they were 
unpardonable crimes. 

The next picture we meet with is one strangely 
beautiful to the eye of the devout believer, as illus- 
trativ of faith, but to the skeptic, it will require vol- 
umes to explain its literal meaning. It is that of an 
old, gray-headed man going a two days’ journey from 
home, taking with him his youngest son and some 
young men from his household. I see him mount 
the hill called Moriah with his son (whom he loveth), 
leaving behind the young men that accompanied 
him, knowing that their human nature would hav 
prevented him from esrrying out his nefarious đe- 
sign. I hear that son say, * My father, behold the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” and then this gray-haired old father 
tells his son a deliberate lie, and I see Abrabam raise 
in his hand the murderous knife to plunge it into 
the breast of his son Issac, and that, too, in obedi- 
ence to a voice in the sir, without even a word of 
prayer that the dreadful mandate might be averted. 

Bible readers, reflect, thick of it, and try to 
fathom its infamy. Why, if in these days a man, iu 
obedience to a supposed voice in the air, killed, or 
even attempted to kill, his wife or child, he would 
either be called mad and shut up for public safety, 
or else punished as a desperate fanatic. Is there 
auyone whe would dare to condemn this judgment 
of him? Abraham was, in the fullest sense of the 
term, a murderer, for, although he did not actually 
slay his son Tsaas, still the intention was there, and 
he even perjured himself so that he might be better 
enabled to perpetrate bis murderous object. In es- 
timating a msn’s character, intentions are everything. 
But what does the Bible say concerning such con- 
duet? Does it condemn him as devoid of natural 
affection? No. But, on the contrary, it praises it, 
and speaks of him with highest admiration, and 
thereby places faith, and a superstitious obedience, 


| above the best and purest feelings of the human 


heart. 

We are told that Jacob wrestled with God all one 
night on Peniel. I cannot say whether it was Greco- 
Roman, or catch-as-catch-can; it does not specify 
the exact rules under which they wrestled, but it 


ing Jacob’s thigh, still he (the Lord) was not able to 
overcome him. What a pity it is that he did not liv 
in these degenerate days when, by profusely adver- 
tising himself as the champion wrestler of the uni- 
verse, having defeated God almighty in an all-night’s 
wrestling bout, he could make a great attraction for 
some dime museum. Let us look at this more 
closely. If this story be true, we sre required to 
believe, by implication, that Jacob, a weak and puny 
man, wrestled bodily with the infinit, omnipotent, 
and immaterial deity, and we are also reqvired to 
believe that this immaterial deity, the divine essence 
of goodness, very unfairly took advantage of his op- 
ponent and put Jacob's thigh out of joint, and, de- 
epite this disadvantage, Jacob still held the deity so 
tight that he could not get away. Is it possible 
that Christians do not perceive that stories of this 
kind are sn outrage upon all reverential feelings? No 
doubt it seems very elevating, if "read prayerfully,” 
and “understood apiritually,” but I must confess 
that I cannot quite appreciate the literal account 
(Gen. xxxii, 24). Of the disgusting details contained 
in the book of Leviticus, I hav no wish to speak; 
indeed, it is hardly possible to do so without giving 
offense. Their very nauseousness is their protection, 
for few people of decent feelings would like to dis- 
turb so foul ard prurient a pool. 

The early books of the Bible abound with narra- 
tiva of the bloodthirsty and exterminating wars of 
the Hebrews, most of them being undertaken at the 
express command, and under the supervision, of 
their deity. And yet robbery sppears to hav been 
the chief motiv for all thesa wars—robbery not only 
of goods and chattels, but of persons also, those 
stolen being compelled fo become the property, 
the slaves of the robber (Deut. xx, 10). If anything 
were required to hold the Bible in condemnation it 
would be found in these unjust, merciless, and terri- 
ble injunctions to the Israelites from their deity. 
What could be more revolting to human feelings 
than the following: * When thou comeat nigh unto a 
city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it, 
and it shall be if it make thee answer of peace and 
open unto thee, then it shall be tbat all the people 
that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee 


‘and shall serve thee, and if if will make no peace 


with thee, but will mske war against thee, then thou 
shalt besiege it." Whatever may be the ostensible 
object of the Bible, the tendency of these teachings 
is evidently to inculcate obedience to rulers, submis- 
sion io the powerful, by repressing or extinguishing 
every principle implanted in the buman breast for the 
purposes of self-defense or asserting the dignity of 
the character of the individual. Every effort of man 
to assert his natural rights is represented in the 
Bible as a rebellion against God. Of all the means 
that hav ever been employed for the subjugation of 
mankind, the most powerful in their operation and 
the most dreadful in their effects sre the delusions 
that hav been practiced under the cover of “ revela- 
tions” from heaven. These men, acting, as they 
believed, or rather as they pretended to believe, 
under the command of God, sought to capture their 
weaker brethren and bind them in slavery, and if the 
besieged should refuse to submit to their tyrannies 
willingly, then they were to kill them. Besides, if 
these unfortunates who were thus mercilessly put to 
death by these barbarous Jews were sinners of the 

lackest type, to murder them was not to reclaim 
them. Yet they must die, for such was the merciless 
command of Jehovah, the God of the Bible, of the 
Jews, and Christianity. What language could be 
plainer than the command of God to “make no 
covenant with them, nor show mercy unto them” 
(Deut. vii, 2)? Could any advice so vile and mali- 
cious be given from Satan himself as these terri- 
ble maxims of desolation and destruction which 
came straight from the mouth of God to the hearts 
of cruelty and murder? 

Passing over the early history of the Jews, which 
contains much to disgust and but little to interest an 
intelligent mind, let us approach the time when 
Judea became a kingdom, and what are the Jessons to 
be learned from the lives of the robber David and that 
lascivious tyrant Solomon? What from the Psalma, 
where David implores the Lord “to break the teeth 


of his enemies, to hurl them to swift destruction, 


and to make their dwellings in deserts?” ‘What 
from the amatory Songs of Solomon, his mercenary 
Proverbs, and his sensual preaching in Ecclesiastes ? 
Why, it would be better for society if these things 
were allowed quietly to rot away in our public libra- 
ries, pondered over occasionally with wonder by 
some solitary antiquarian but comparativly unknown 
to the world. Religious people speak of the joys of 
a holy life, but what was David's life? I will relate, 
in the language of the Bible, one act of this savage 
man, but it is such a one as should cover his name 
with infamy and disgust fprever. He was engaged 
in an aggressiv war against the Ammonites, a primi- 
tiv people of Canaan. He took a city of theirs called 
Rabbab, and smote it and destroyed it. “He 
brought up the people that were in it, and cut them 
with saws, with harrows of iron and with axes. 
Even so dealt David with the people of the city of 


* 
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Ammon” (Ohron. xz, 8). Picture for one moment | them to be fallen upon by his soldiers and slaugh- 


„this dark scene of hideous torture and carnage. 
Imagin, if you ean, a whole city full of people, brave 
men, tender women, bright-eyed maidens, and rosy, 
smiling infants deliberately plucked from their 
mothers breasts and torn limb from limb, cut with 
saws, chopped with axes, placed beneath harrows, 
aud the quivering, blood-dripping flesh torn from 
the revealed bones in lumps. Imagin this, if you 
can, and it will indeed be a ghastly and a terrible 
imagination, and one which excites a shudder. No 
fabled dream could exceed the cruelties performed by 
this bloodthirsty wretch, who the Bible insults our 
reason, appals our hearts, and depraves our minds 
by assuring us was “a man after God's own 
heart.” Then all such ideas of a God I repudiate ; 
nay, but I hate, scorn, loathe, and detest him with 
the whole of the power and bitterness that could 
asimate me. Yet such is the man whom the Chris- 
tians respest, and such is the God they idolatrously 
worship. Religious people speak of the peace of the 
death of the righteous. But how did David die? 
Was it with words of penitence and charity upon his 
lips? 

No. Bat with a vindictiv craving for the blood of 
those who had been too powerful for him to smite. 
Where then were David's good parts? Did he, like 
any other libertin, with a “deathbed repentance” 
wipe away his crimes? No, not even this worse than 
mockery took place. David died as he had lived. 
O you clerical hypocrits—you priestly impostors— 
you who feared Thomas Paine’s wit, who writhed 
unter the logic of his pen—you who maligned his 
dyiag hours—turn here with me, and stand by the 
bedside of this man “after God’s own heart!" He 
is dying; heis feeble; he scarce can speak. Listen, 
catch every word he utters, and what does the dying 
David say? He charges his son with a mission. 
Ho is speaking of two old men. Does he charge his 
son to be merciful? No; but his last words are, 
* His hoar head bring taou down to the grave with 
blood" “And then David slept with his fathers” 
(2 Sam. ii, 9). 

Religious people speak of the guilt of murder, but 
Solomon the beloved of the Lord was a parricide (2 
Sam. ii, 25). They tell us of the virtue of chastity, 
and we fiad it enforced by the example of & prince 
who rioted upon the proatituted affections of one 
thousand women, sacrificed upon the resking and 
polluted altar of à diseased libidinousness. It will 
ba painfully apparent to all true believers that Eoole- 
siastes is the production of an enervated melancholy 
mind, written by an exhausted debauchee, who, 
turning back a regretful glance at his waated life, 
utters with painful repetition the mournful cry, 
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." A sensuality 
mingled with a remorseful satiety, together with a 
profound melancholy, a gloom through which the 
sickened heart strives in vain to break, pervades this 
producticn, which in its deep sorrowfulness often 
reaches a grandeur of expression. It is perhaps, by 
inference, the moat moral book in the Bible, preach- 
ing the tragic results of a wasted life, and of a strong 
mind trembliag on the verge of madness, through 
inordinate indulgence. Splendid ostentatious, cease- 
less luxury, women and wine, had made the gorgeous 
Solomon a shattered wreck, drifting without sail or 
rudder upon a stagnant sea toward a gaping and un- 
honored grave. What must hav been that gloom, 

' thick and palpable as the Egyptian darkness, that 
engulfed the mind of Solomon when he exclaimed, 
“T said of laughter, it is mad, and of mirth, what 
doeth it?” No, for him there was never genial 
laughter more. Hearty laughter rising up irresisti- 
bly from the cheerful springs of the unoppressed 
heart, had ceased for him, and mirth was as the 
mockery of devils. : 

We are also told that the Bible fosters a feeling of 
love and reverence toward the inscrutable cause of 
creation, and yet it actually charges God with delib- 
erate lying (2 Ohron. xviii, 20). Now, here is an 
assertion which ought to sound like blasphemy to 

‘ pious ears; but what a terrible example it is also, 
for if the Christians’ God thus givs way to falsehood, 
what is to become of his followers? I assert that 
the sense of difference between right and wrong is 
greatly weakened by narrativa of ‘this kind, in the 
minds of those who believe in them. Indeed, their 
depressing influence on public morality, and especially- 
upon the character of religious society, is too great 
to be easily estimated. 

The Bible also teaches the most savage and 
malignant intolerance toward those of a different 
faith and form of worship. “He that sacrificeth 
‘unto any god, save the Lord [of the Hebrews] only, 
he shall be utterly destroyed” (Ex. xxii, 20). 
Turning also to 2 Kings x, 30, we read an account of 


the bloodthirsty King Jehu, who, having murdered: 


the seventy sons of his predecessor and piled up 
their heads in heaps like cannon balls, then devised 
a plan for the extinction of the worship of Baal. 

This he did by professing himself s worshiper of 
Baal, and calling all the followers of that presumed 
deity to a solemn assembly, and having by this 
means filled the temple dedicated to the god, who 
was the most popular rival of Jehovah, he caused 


tered on thespot. This act of sanguinary intolerance 
was all the more wicked and tyrannous because Jehu 
himself was an idolator, and offered divine service to 
the golden calves that had been erected in Bethel 
and in Dan. But surely the Bible has some sentence 
of condemnation for conduct so tyrannous, wanton, 
and depraved. Hus it? No. But, on the contrary, 
it applauds and blesses this wholesale butchery by 
which a sacred fane was converted into a human 
shambles. Listen to its words: “And the Lord 
said unto Jehu, because thou hast done well in ex- 
ecuting that which is right in mine eyes, and hast 
done unto the house of Ahab according to all that 
was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth genera- 
tion shall sit on the throne of Israel” (2 Kings x, 
30). I think I am right when I say that nearly all 
the evils resulting from differences of religious opin- 
1008 are consequent upon this text. Was it not a 
belief in this very text that ceuged all the bloodshed 
and misery consequent upon the Orusades? Was it 
not a belief in this text that brought about the brutal- 
ities, the horrors and tortures by rack, wheel, and 
thumbscrew, perpetrated and practiced with so much 
fervor through so many years by the ^ holy Inquiai- 
tion?” Was it nota belief in this text that procured 
the means for murdering the beautiful Hypatia, the 
brave and noble Bruno, the venerable Servetus, and 
many others who dared to speak their honest 
thoughts? Was it nota belief in this text that en- 
couraged the priest to anathematize our noble think- 
ers and writers for the last few centuries? Was it 
not a belief in this text that caused the Catholics to 
burn the Protestants, and the Protestants to kunt 
and to kill the Catholics? Yes, all these enormities 
and more hav been done in the name of God, and by 
the sons of the church, and if they do not do the 
same to-day, it is because they dare not. Education 
has been the means of establishing fresdom for all, 
whether in science, politics, or religion. 

Concerning the Bible prophets, I will not speak 
further than to allow them to bear testimony to ths 
characters of each other, and to say that the gross- 
ness Of some of their effusions is searcely exceeded 
even by the worst parts of the book of Leviticus, and 
that their comparisons seem to be drawn from all 
that is prurient and loathsome in nature. For Isa- 
iah thus testifies to the moral purity of his brethren: 
“The priest and the prophet hav erred through 
strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they 
are out of the way through strong drink, they err in 
vision, they stumble in judgment” (Isa. xxviii, 7). 
Jeremiah, also suspected of being a traitor to his 
country, and a spy in the service of its enemies, 
says: “Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets 
prophesy lies in my name; I sent them not, neither 
hav I commanded them, neither spake I unto them ; 
they prophesy unto you false vision and divination, 


‘aud a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart" 


(Jer. xiv, 14; v, 31). And in Ezak. xiv, 9, we are 
told that God actually deceives the prophets as an 
excuse for murdering them. So, dismissing the 
prophets, who were unreliable and untrustworthy, 
and who were iu each other's estimation hypocrits, 
liars, and drunkards, I will now proceed to say a few 
words concerning the moral tendency of the New 
Testament. 

Orthodox professors claim that, even if the Old 
Testament may exhibit moral discrepancies, still the 
New is a great improvement upon the Old, and i$ is 
from this that Ohristianity derives its maxims and 
precepts for the guidance of human conduct. But 
this is far from being true, for the two are inseps- 
rably linked together, and therefore the New Testa- 
ment is but a continuation of the Old. This may be 
gathered from Christ’s own words, for he deliberately 
adopts the obscene literature of the ancient Hebrews, 
telling his disciples, * Think not I am come to de- 
atroy the law* or the prophets, I am not come to 
destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. v, 17). 

Neither is the New Testament any more merciful 
or just than the Old, for the atrocities it contains 
add worse terrors to mankind, and especially so in 
the shape of eternal torments. Upon what principle, 
except that of the most cruel injustice, can such a 
saying be explained as this in Matt. xviii, 8: “It is 
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, than 
having two hands or two feet to be cast into ever- 
lasting fire." Or this, “To him that hath shall be 
given, and from him that hath not shall be taken away" 
(Mark iv, 25). Nor,indeed, is the moral character of 
Ohrist anything like that of a perfect man. Does he 
not tell his disciples that he “speaks in parables, 
that men may not understand him, and therefore 
perish everlastingly" (Matt. xii, 10)? Agsin, does 
the gospel story of Christ present us a complete and 
safe example for-us to follow morally in all our 
conduct? Let us see. In Matt. x, Christ tells his 
disciples, when they are brought before govern- 
ors and kings for his sake, not to be afraid or 
take any thought what they should speak, for it 
should be given them what to say without their 
thinking, and not to fear them that could only Kill 
the body but could not kill the soul. Now here 


* By “law” is meant the Pentateuch, or law of Moses. 


Christ taught moral courage to his foliowers, even 
to death. But did he himself exhibit this moral 
courage? “Then the Pharisees went out and held a 
council against him, how they might destroy him. 
And when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from 
thence, and cherged his disciples that they should 
not make him known” (Matt. xii, 14-16). Why did 
he withdraw? Why not make him known? Why? 
Plainly because he waa afraid of being taken, impris- 
oned, and killed. It would do to preach courage to 
others and tell them not to be afraid, but he must 
hide himself and be kept secret. O consistency, 
thou art indeed & jewel ! 

Is it good, sound moral teaching to say that he 
that believes not his doctrin shall be damned? 
Christ said this. Is it good moral teaching to 
tell us to maim ourselva, and to make ourselvs 
eunuchs for the kingdom of God’s sake? Yet Christ 
said, “ He that is able to receive it or do it, let him 
receive if or do it.” Is it proper and right to teach 
the rich that they cannot be saved and enter the 
kingdom of God, just because they are rich? Christ 
so taught. Can we not be good morai persons and 
discharge all our obligations without hating ourselvs, 
our families, and friends? Christ said not. Is it 
morally irue that the priests of the Christian relig- 
ion hav power to forgiv sin, so that " whosoever's 
sins ye remit, they are remitted ; and whosoever's 
sins ye retain shall be retained; and what the chureh 
binds on earth is bound in hesven, and what they 
loose on earth is loosed in heaven?” Christ so 
preached. Could anything be more pernicious, more 
immoral, or more hurtful to mankind than these pre- 
capts and maxims of Christ? Christ then is no ex- 
ample asa moral teacher. We need & higher and 
nobler example for us to follow, and a purer system 
of morality to lock up to. 

Again, what shall we say to the following: “Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher power, for 
there is no power bui of God, the powers that be are 
ordained of God. Whogcever resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God, and they shall recsive 
to themselvs damnation” (Rom. xiii, 1). What could 
possibly be more abject and contemptible than this? 
Such teaching may do well enough to produce a 
race of slaves and cowards, but it is ill caleulated to 
develop a nation of brave and free men. Where 
would the freedom snd the independence of the 
American people hav been to-day if- our forefathers 
had been subject to the power that was? The lib- 
erty of this nation did not come freely and unsolicited, 
but it had to be fought for, wrested in a fierce death- 
struggle from tke reluctant hands of tyrants. It 
was purchased with the life-blood of our best and 
bravest men. And the men who won it were 
bold and independent natures, whose heroic souls 
disdained such tame and craven teachings, and who 
scorned to submit to the oppression of “the powers 
that be.” 

It is also a false morai theory that commands us 
to obey the king for conscience’s sake (1 Peter ii, 13 ; 
Rom. xiii, 1-5). It is a false moral theory that rec- 
ognizes a king at all, let alone honoring and obeying 
him (1 Petor ii, 17). It is a false moral theory tha: 
bids us accept evil, and submit to tyranny as the will 
of God (1 Peter ii, 15-20; Rom. xiii, 1-4). It isa 
false moral theory that neglects this life for a sup- 
posed next (Matt. viii, 25). It is a false moral theory 
that prefers belief to reason and thus deprives the 
individual of his first right to Freethought. In short, 
the morality that adheres to the accidentai belief of 
childhood, the morality that condemns political re- 
form, the morality that is opposed to the exercise of 
Freethought by the individual, is a low and inferior 
morality—unreasonable and unjust. Sad indeed 
might we be if we had no better, but the Seculariat 
is convinced that he has a batter, and right here lies 
the sum of all the difference between the Christian 
and the Secularist. The Sscularist is preéminently 
a moralist, and the chief secret of his hatred to 
Christianity lies not only in its falsity, but because he 
regards it as propagating and sustaining an inferior 
morality. And, indeed, upon this one point I am 
willing to stake the whole of the question at issue, 
as to the relativ merits or demerits of the two relig- 
ions—the human and divine However, my pur- 
pose is not to contrast the two religions in this 
work, but to exhibit the influence for evil that the 
so-called moral tendencies of the Bible hav had upon 
the world. Our divines speak of the influence for 
good that it has had upon the race. But where is 
it? It is easy to declaim in vague and general lan- 
guage, but I ask for the specific instances. In short, 
the great object of the Bible, like that of every sys- 
tem of religion pretending to be revealed from 
heaven, is to render the many mere tools subservient 
to the purpose of the designing few. Hence the 
most horrid transactions that hav ever taken place 
on the earth hav been the result of the coalition of 
the priests and despotic rulers. They hav discarded 
all the natural feelings from the human breast, and 
trampled under foot all the natural rights and priv- 
ileges of mankind. The combination betwixe des- 
potic rulers and priests is cemented by ties of the 
very strongest nature. It does not arise from any 
regard the former hav for the precepts of religion or 
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morslity, they do not insist upon a rigid observance | 


of purity in morals, for they know it suits their pur- 
pose better to deiude ard intoxicate their followers 
by encouraging indulgence in luxury and sensuality, 
than which nothing can be more disastrous to virtue 
or morals. And they find in the priest a ready and 
willing ally, for by their influsnes on the minds of 
ignorant and uneducated people, they can sway them 
as they please, afier disarming them of their reason. 

In conclusion, I affirm that the entire religious 
scheme, as contained in the Bible, is immoral, and 
. exereises a depressiv influence on publie morality. 
It is immoral because inconsistent with justice and 
humanity. Ib is not above nature, bub below ib. It 
is not incomprehensible, but plainly and superfi- 
cially falso. Joux R. CHARLESWORTH, 

— 1 
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It will be seen from the above report that tke last 
month has not been & very good one for subsorip- 
tions to the American Secular Union; and with the 
amount contributed, we shall not be able to go very 
far in the work of distributing Liberal literature. 

We are prepsring what we consider a very ex- 
haustiv tract on ‘‘ Church Taxation,” which will soon 
be resdy for distribution; and we need money to 
pay the printer and to meet the expenses consequent 

- upon sending it out. We hope that our friends will 
not forget our needs. 

We are working faithfully, and to some purpose; 
and thus far, we are free to say that we are satisfied 
with the results. We thank our friends for their 

support hitherto, and trust that they will respond in 
this matter at once. R. B. Wes Boog, 
: Pros. American Secular Union. 
Ipa C. Crappocg, 
Corr. See. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, March 31, 1890. 
$94 ____—. 
The Relation which Religion Bears to The- 
ology. 

Mr. Junius Henri Browne, long eminent in the 
literary world, and deservedly so, has an article in 
the March number of the Boston Arena on the 
question: “ What is Religion?” in which he tries to 
show that religion is a good, blessed, and. divine 
thing to be sought after and possessed, but that it 
is theology which is chargeable with all the atrocities 
perpetrated by the church upon the bodies and souls 
of men during its whole history, and against which 
the nineteenth century has at length risen in revolt. 
This tail-end foremost way of discussing so impor- 
tant a subject shows that a man’s judgment may be 
good on some topics, but very weak and unreliable 
on others. Mr. Browne givs evidence that he has 
never traced the genealogy of religion up to its first 
parents, nor studied the features of its character, as 
itself has painted them, during the whole of the 
historic period. He pours out the vials of his holy 
indignation upon the theologies, which would be as 
harmless as so many mummies in an Egyptian crypt 
unless they were animsted and made a tool of by 
.religion. 

Religion is a sentiment; that is, something which 
a person feels. It has nothing to do whatever with 
the faculty of thought and of reason. The multipli- 
cation table, and the demonstrations of geometry, 
cannot influence it in the least. But while this is 
the case, it is often the very instrument by which 
error misleads a man by causing him to form a pre- 
judgment on an important question of truth, before 
he has all the evidence presented to his mind. 

Theology is a set of notions, or abstract idens, 
about God, which, in the very nature of things, can 
not be proved true, and therefore, must be received 
by faith ; that is, without evidence, and on the mere 
ipse dizit of some one who arrogates to himself, or 
party, the attribute of infallibility. If I could per- 
sonify the Ohristian and triumphant grace of Faith, 
I would endow her with & boundless mouth to swal- 
low, and a boundless stomach to contain and digest, 
any quantity of falsehoods and absurdities, provided 
always they be in the department of religion. 

No wonder, when we come to think of it, that this 
age is permeated with Infidelity ; for it is an age of 
inventions and progress in material things. Invent- 
ors and mechanical engineers, in all the branches of 
industry and money-making, fiading by experience 
that a lie, of any size, in the department of mechan- 
ios is ruinous in its practical results, will be satisfied 
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with nothing but the absolute and unquestionable 


izuth. The bsbit of ksen observation, the demand 
for precise measurement, and the study of the nice 
relationship between the different parts and functions 
of machinery, hav disciplined their minds to such 
accurate habits of thought, and created such a rev. 
erence for, and confidence m, truth, that when, on 
the invitation of the church, they turn their attention 
to the mass of conflicting theologies now in the 
world, they sre not long in perceiving the utter ab- 
sence of consistency, and, consequently, feel no in- 
terest in them whatever. Their sphere of action is 
in the real world of physics, where every foot- 
measure contains exactly twelve inches, and where 
everything is demonstrated to be true, and nothing 
taken for granted, or accepted on mere authority. 

Long before there was a theology in the world 
man was deeply religions. Theology is metaphysical 
—that is, above nature and the earth, where all is 
speculativ. It requires a small but certain amount 
of intellect to formulate a cresd on so unknowable a 
subject as Gcd. Hence it is safe to say that, both 
in the order of time, as well as of nature, religion 
takes precedence of theology. It dates back to the 
era when man became a genus, having evolved, by 
the law of change and progress, from the conditio; 
of his fellow-beings, and taken his position as master 
over them all. He was, in intellect, but one remove 
above his animal associates, and almost imperceptibly 
advanced ; for nature, in her evolutionary processes, 
never goes by leaps, but gradually, step by step 
The brutes may hav observed the phenomena of nat 
ure, but he not only observed but began to inquire 
concerning the forces that produced them. His own 
acts, he knew, were performed by himself, and he 
judged that all the other forces, such as the wind 
and the lightning, whose effects were so terrible to 
his sight, were performed by beings also, but infinitly 
superior in power to himself. But these beings con- 
cesled themseivs behind the phenomena, and refused 
to reveal their persons; and his utter ignorance and 
sense of helplessness bred into him the propitiatory 
feeling which prompted prayer and the cffering of 
worship, aud is, to this day, the characteristic feature 
of every form of religion. It was then that man 
began his education in religion, under the teaching 
of ignorance and fear. During thousands upon thou- 
sands of years, these two schoolmasters plied their 
vocation so constantly that religion became a cowardly 
and consequently a ferocious instinct in their pupil, 
which he has faithfully transmitted to his posterity, 
but from which all other living beings are free, thus 
showing that a little knowledge is a more dangerous 
thing than absolute ignorance. This accounts for 
the fact that we hav now millions of people who are 
as deeply religious, and, of course, z»alously so, as 
our principal ancestors ware when they crouched in 
their gloomy cave-dwellings and were incapable of 
linking together fine ideas of abstract thought. 

In the relation of cause and effect religion is to 
theology what the invisible power of steam is to 
machinery. A locomotiv engin standing on the track 
with a cold boiler is incapable of either good or 
evil until i& is made an instrument by the power of 
steam. In like manner, formulated in books, the 
various mysteries of theology are as innocent of evil 
as so many cold engins in a machine-shop. But as 
fire converts the visible water in a boiler into the 
invisible agency of steam, so religion converts a theol- 
ogy into the means of doing incslculable harm. 
Theology is the club which religion seizes in order 
to beat down its victims. The theologies are as 
numerous and antagonistic to each other as the sects 
which hold them, but religion, the animating and 
impelling principle of them all, is the same. It 
never changes. The Puritan Cromwell was one of 
the most religious men of an sge when “religion was 
the chief concern of mortals here below.” His theol- 
ogy was the very opposit of that of the Catholics 
and identically the same as that of the Scotch. Yet 
he regarded the Catholics of Ireland and the Presby- 
terians of Scotland alike, and knocked them both on 
the head as remorselessly as the butchers in the 
slaughter-houses of Chicago knock down cattle and 
swine. It is not theology, in its statement of 
abstract ideas, which revels in the bloodshed and 
misery of its victims any more than it is the pistol or 
the knife on the shelves of the merchant that com- 
mits murder. It is religion which converts a theol- 
ogy into an instrument of death to gratify the dia- 
bolical spirit which it inherited from its ancestors. 
If this wera not so, then, when a new and improved 
theology is formulated, as the creed of the Protest- 
ants was at the Reformation of the sixteenth century, 
we might expect that religion also would change its 
character and become more just and merciful. But 
when, at the instigation of Calvin, the syndics of 
Geneva burnt Servetus at the stake for denying the 
eternal sonship of Christ and that a child could take 
no part in begetting his own father, the terrible act 
was approved by all the Protestant ministers of 
Europe. The Catholics were silent only because 
Oalvin had robbed them of the honor of burning 
another heretic to death. As steam is a power which 
will move any kind of machinery, from that of an 
ocean steamship down to a thrashing-machine, so 


religion is a sentiment which wili svail itself of any 
theology by the propagation of which if can indulge 
and exhibit its genuin spirit. Perhaps the most inno- 
cent creed in all Obristendom is Usitarianism. It 
consists mainly of a denial of all the eesential articles 
of the orthodox faith, and its claim to bs a Christian 
instead of a Doistical sect rests upon the fact that it 
calls Christ “ master.” 

According to Mr. Browne's theory, having little or 
no theology in iis creed and bond of union, Unitari- 
anism would hav a good chance to show to the ex- 
pectant world that, after a long search, it had come 
very near finding what no other Protestant sect had 
found, a fine sample of the “true” religion. But we 
who are old enough remember well that when that 
great prophet, Theodore Parker, came to Boston to 
plant another mile stone on the highway of progress, 
the Unitarians frowned upon him as a teacher of 
damnable heresy—just as Caivin frowned upon Ser- 
vetus when he came to Genev&—nnd as the laws of 
Massachusetts had been chaaged and would not per- 
mit them to punish him for his crimes, the most 
picus of the brethren quenched their zesl in prayer 
to God that he would work a miracle, and pnt his 
hook in the nose of this Sennacherib of heresy, and 
s bridle in his jaws, and turn him back by the way 
in which he came to Boston. 

The Jewish system had only four points in its 
theology. The first was that, among all the other 
gods of the nations round about, Jehovah was su- 
preme. Secondly, that a representation of his per- 
son by graven images was sinful. Thirdly, that his 
name was not to be spoken in a careless and irrever- 
ent spirit. And fourthly, that the seventh duy oi 
the week should be cbserved as a day of absolute 
rest, in commemoration of the rest Jehovah took 
after finishing the six days’ work of creation, and of 
their escape under his guidance, from the land of 
Egypt and the house of bondage. These four pre- 
cepts were theologies]; that is to essy, they related 
immediately to God. The other six were ethical, and 
intended to be a eode of morals for the Jewish peo- 
ple exclusivly, for how could the Fourth Command- 
ment be obeyed according to law in a climate such 
as ours is half the year, ard on a globe revolving on 
its axis every twenty-four hours? 

The service of Jehovah consisted in a strict ob- 
servance cf the laws dictated by him to Moses, and 
which are recorded at length in the Pentateuch, or 
first five books of the Bible. 

Now, the Jewish theology, consisting of only four 
points, or phases of faith eoncerning God, was com- 
parativly a small affair. By actual count of one of 
these gentlemen who are now engaged in doetoring 
the divinity of thé Presbyterian Confession, that 
creed has more than two thousand phases of faith. 
Let us see what was the temper cr religious feeling 
toward those Jews who changed their creed, and 
adopted that of any of the neighboring nations. The 
law is laid down in Deut. xii, snd may be examined 
as it there stands. As the Old Testament is as 
much inspired and as much a rule of faith and prac- 
lice as the New, we see clearly how Christianity came 
to harmonize with Judaism in prosecuting a man by 
law for holding wrong theological opinions. It was 
the Jews who first taught this cruel and idiotic doc- 
trin; and in taking their own medicin, administered 
by the Christians for nearly two thousand years, 
they hav suffered as no other people under heaven 
bav suffered. This unceasing persecution of them 
because they do not exchange their theology for that 
of the Christians, has altered their national character, 
and made a trading and commercial people out of a 
nation of farmers, as they were in Palestine. It has 
bred into them the humble and craven spirit of. fear 
and subjection to such a degree that, although they 
hav in large numbers become citizens of the United 
States and taxpayers, and form little or no part of 
the pauper and criminal classes, and hav both the 
spirit and letter of the national Constitution on 
their side, they uncomplainingly submit to unconsti- 
tutional state laws, which rob them of no less than 
fifty-two working days in the year, as a fine and pun- 
ishment for being Israelites, and observing the gev- 
enth day of the week as the Sabbath appointed by 
Jehovah, instead of the first day of the week as com- 
manded by the emperor Constantine and the Ohris- 
tian church. In Num. xv, we hava recorded case, 
showing the stringency of the law for the observance 
of the Sabbath in the Jewish theocracy, and the 
deeply religious zeal and devotion with which the 
officers of the government enforced it. To save 
space and labor we refer the reader to the record. 

Did the spirit of religion change its character when 
the meek and lowly Jesus appeared upon the stage, 
eighteen hundred years ago, as a teacher and ex- 
emplar to his followers? Let us see. James and 
Jobn were his favorit disciples, and Luke, the evan- 
gelist, in chap. ix, 51, of his gospel informs us that 
when the time was come that he should be received 
up, Jesus steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 
and sent messengers to a village of the Samaritans 
to make ready for him. But the Samaritans, who 
were mongrel Jews, and committed the great crime 
of worshiping Jehovah on Mount Gerizzim instead 
of Mount Zion, seeing that he was bound for Jerusa- 
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lem, thus discriminating against them, took umbrage 
. at the offense and refused to receive him ; and when 
James and John saw this appesrance of disrespect 
they waxed angry, and said: “ Lord, wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down out of heaven, and 
consume them even ss Elias did?" Here we see 
that the persecuting spirit was latent in the hearts of 
these devoted followers of Christ, as naturally as fire 
is latent in the cold stone and iron and always shows 
n presence when the friction of circumstences takes 
place. 

The Moslem or Mchammedan theology is different 
from ours in that it pute the prophet Mohammed in 
the place of Christ, the Koran in the place of the 
New Testament, and Allah in the place of the triune 
God. If Mr. Browne's logie is correct, there should 
hav been a modification of the spirit of religion, ae 
the impelling power, corresponding with the radical 
difference existing between the two theologies. But 
the animating principle of both ia identically the 
same. The religion of the Moslem, when stirred up 
with zeal for the glory of Allab, slaughters the Chris- 
tians with a curved instrument called a eimeter; 
while the religion of the Christians, when fired with 
holy ardor for the glory of the triune God, slaughters 
the Moslem with a nearly straight weapon called a 
sword. It is religion, per se, which first forms, and 
then puis the devil of persecution into, every system 
of theology that exists or has ever existed; and this 
is the reaeon why the Jewish, the Catholic, the Mos- 
lem, the Episcopal the Congregational, and the 
Presbyterian churches, when they had political 
power, as they all once had, were guilty of the crime 
of persecution for opinion’s sake. The ealdron of 
fire and brimstone is the only alembic where an in- 
fernal chemistry cau distil out of the elements of ig- 
norance and fear the intoxicating and cruel spirit of 
persecution that has ever characterized the church 
as an organization when it had political power. Who 
ever heard of an Infidel evincing a desire to send a 
man to prison, or the stake, on account of what he 
believes or disbelieves in the matter of theology? 
Nc one. Why? Beoauze an Infidel has no religion. 
He is governed in his sentiments and conducts this 
life by that lofty code of morals which originates out 
of the natural constitution of things, and which never 
Jowers its requirements to suit the vices and crimes 
of any age, but is the same, yesterday, to-day, and 
foraver. 

This is indeed the ninetieth year of the present 
century, and the spread of knowledge has so enlight- 
ened the world, and the laws of every civilized nation, 
that even the pope of Rome is disarmed of power, 
and can no longer persecute a man oa account of his 
religion. But he that reads the literature of that set 
of religionists now siruggling to insert into the 
United States Constitution a theological creed, and 
compel by law the observance of religious ceremonies, 
without the lesst regard to the wishes and convie- 
tions of the overwhelming majority of the American 
people; whoever notices the despicable trickery, 
the downright fraud, perjury, and forgery resorted 
to by the clergy snd the devout women, with 
Senator Blair si their head; whoever has observed 
that, in the memorials to Congress aeking fora union 
of church and state, there are such false statements 
made as to the number of pstitioners that mealy- 
mouthed senators declare from their places, and in 
the ears of the nation, that * the statements” of these 
intensely religicus people “ are not true ;”’ whoever, 
I say, notices these facts and many others like them 
will come to the conviction, however much against 
his will, that the sentiment of religion now making a 
display of itself in our political affairs, is exactly the 
same as it has always been in the persecuting Bges 
of the past, mean, lying, unscrupulous, essentially 
traitorous, and the greatest danger that now threat- 
ens the existence of this republic. 

A. B. Braprorp. 

Enon Valley, Pa., Marsh 20, 1890. 
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The Plaint of an Old-timer. 


To raz EDITOR or THe Trura Seeker, Sir: I think I vio- 
late no confidence or friendship iu sending a copy for publi- 
cation of the following singular but seemingly well-meant 
letter addressed to me from an early Connecticut school 
companion. Davip BnUOE. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Frranp D.: Itis seldom I hear from you now. But 
Oh, how my heart aches when your name is mentioned, 
dancing as it were over the mouth of hell, the bot- 
tomless pit, truating as it were to something they 
call science! You well know what the scriptures say 
about science. But Iam afraid the reports I heard of 
your apostasy from your early teachings is too true. 

When Deacon Jones made you his last friendly visit 
he absolutely saw Tom Paine's * Age of Reason” on 
your library shelves, and also strewn around your 
table that Infidel paper called Tam Trurx SEEKER, 
sud many other soulendaugering spiritual papers. 
Now, my old school-mate D. B., we were reared under 
the self-resiraining laws of Connecticut. Your hair 
was trimmed to the same lawful length as my owa, 
and with the same shears, and now I fear you are in 
a state of frightful apostasy, while, thank God, I 


hav never changed. Thank God, I never change; 
never, never. 

It is true New York city has tended to familiarize 
you with city vices, with its twenty or thirty thea 
ters and other places of sinful fascinations all tending 
to hell. I hav no idea of temporizing with sin ; with 
these misleading miscreants who call thernselvs 
Agnostics ; creatures presuming to doubt, to exer 
cise human reason. Do you think if the wholesome 
laws of our forefathers had always been properly 
enforeed that such disturbers as Colonel Ingerscll, 
Pentecost, and hundreds of others would hav been al 
lowed utterance? Bynomearns. Youand your whole 
set of progressiv thinkers, men and women, would be 
flogged at the tail of carts until you sang praises to 
Jesus that you lived in a God-fearing land. As this 
probably is my last effort to reclaim a ruined soui 
let me add it is a painfui reflection that prospectivly 1 
may be looking down from heaven end see yov 
gyratirg and waltzing hopelessly in the flames of hell. 

Norwalk, Conn. © Deacon Wexp, 

———— 1 


Christopher Columbus's Bones. 


To rae EprroR or "Tug TxaurR SzrkEm, Sir: In 
your issue on the 15th inst, you hav published 
that the Dominican government hed offered the 
bones of Christopher Columbas for $20,000 and part 
2 n "s amount collected during the exhibition in 

I am sorry io say that your good faith has been 
imposed upcn, as you will see by the inclosed letter 
from the Dominican consul in this city relativ to the 
subject; and the translation of which, herewith also 
inclosed, I request of you to publish in your. im- 
portant paper as an act of justice to all parties oon- 
cerned. . JosrPH Fenix Gowzarzz. 

New York. 

THE CONSUL'S LETTER. 
Dominican CONSULATE In New York, 
New York, Maren 26, 1890. 

Dear Sig: I hav received your letter of yesterday's 
date about the news published by some newspapers 
of this city concerning the alleged negotiations ini- 
tiated by the Dominican government with the ob- 
ject of disposing for a certain amount of the bones 
of Christopher Columbus. In reply I hav to state 
that my government has not only authorized me to 
deny the veracity of said news, but has also informed 
me of all that has transpired on the subject. 

About the middle of last year Mr. H. C. C. Ast- 
wood, consul of the United States of America in the 
sity of San Domingo, mada proposals to my govera- 
ment about exhibiting the bones of Christopher 
Columbus in this country. The answer given by my 
government to Mr. H. C. C. Astwood's proposal was | 
to immediately withdraw his exequatur, and demand 
that the American government annul, by telegraph, 
his appointment as consul of the United States of 
America in San Domingo. I am, eto., 

(Signed) M. pz J. Garvan, Lijo. 

— alie nt À— 


Mr. Burr Has íhe Last Word. 


Brorger Macponanp: Why shouldn’ét I retort 
* with considerable acerbity” to an acerb criticism? 
And is “Oh, hades !” a closer approach to profanity 
then “Great Jupiter!” or * Lord. Lord?" Sae? 

No “signature on a slate" st Keeler’s, so far as I 
know or hav heard, is “ an illegible scrawl,” and 
rarely so on a tablet, except when it is held unsteadily 
before the curtain to be written on by a visible 
hand. 

Facts are paramount with me. I take little or no 
interest in arguments between Materialists and 
Spiritualists. In my experience of more than forty 
years I hav found avowed Spiritualists to be the 
most careful, diligent, and critical investigators of 
the phenomena. I hav known Darius Lyman, late 
chief in the treasury department, for thirty years 
past. He certifies to General Lippitt that he has 
* been present probably at over a hundred of these 
(Keeler) séances,” and has “seen no reasonable 
ground to suspect fraud.” General Lippitt thinks 
he has himself attended ‘a hundred or more,” many 
of which he describes in his pamphlet. And I 
recommend the same to anyone who thinks that the 
Seybert commission detected any fraud at the single 
séance at K-eler’s which they (7.e., seven of the ten) 
attended. The upshot of their report is stated by 
General Lippitt as follows: 

First, That Keeler ‘‘might hav” surreptitiously got his 
right arm free. 

Second, That once the medium’s right arm disengaged, 
every one of the manifestations ‘‘ might hav" been produced 
by himeelf. 

But the evidence reported by the committee, as 
apyons can ‘see, proves the contrary. 

The committee received ten or twelve written 
messages thrown over the screen to its various mem- 
bers. At the close of the séance the committee 
declined to read them, saying “they would publish 
them in their coming report;" but the messages 
were suppressed. 

I once sat with General Lippitt and Mr. Keeler, 
ata private house. A hand came out between our 
shoulders. It beckoned toa akeptical German to 


come up and shake. The German had been allowed 
to attend the eéance under promis to make no dis- 
turbance. But he thought here was en opportunity 
to expose a fraud. So he tried to hold on to the 
hand, but instead of that he got jerked almost through 
the curtain and lost his grip. “It ish Keeler’s 
hand," he said. “Why dida’t you hold on to it?" 
retorted the imperturbable Keeler. “You would 
hav been the first that ever did it.” 

This disturbance ended the céance, and as we 
sitters were uncovered, at my request Mr. Keeler ex- 
tended his arm as far as he could around General 
Lippitt's shoulders toward mine. Mr. Keeler's hand 
fell short of the point where the “spirit” hand ap- 
peared by about eight inches. And if was that 
“ spirit” hand that gave the sturdy Dutchman such 
a pull, when, ss General Lippitt attests, the medium’s 
two hands were grasping his own right arm. 

“Let us hav the facts as they occur,” says the 
Editor of Tax Trurn Szexer, and to that I say 
amen. Borr. 

€ 
The Resurrection ! 


I read Mr. W. S. Bell’s essay on “The Resurres- 
tion of Jesus," and find that, from a scientifie stand- 
point, according to the law of gravitation, a material 
body could not then, and cannot now, ascend to 
heaven, a3 such a body would necessarily be brought 
down to earth again. It is trus that avother jaw has 
been discovered (solidarity) that displays the fact 
that, when one goes up, all go up. Now, according 
to the Christian religion, confirmation, membership 
in a church, and holy communion, are not essential 
or absolutely necessary to salvation The true doc- 
trin, or essence, of Christianity is to simply believe 
in Christ Jesus and ali his word, and not the 
preacher's. If the story of tha cross and resurrec- 
tion is not a true one, then, of course, the Christian 
religion, as a divine institution, must necessarily fall. 

Nauvoo, Lil. Gro. Atex. RITTER. 

— —— — 9 9—————— —— 


Items of Science. 


The Mount Morgan gold mine in Queensiand, 
Australia, has paid dividends equal to $5 500,000 
during the past year. In thai time it has produced 
323 542 ounces of gold. 

Incandescent electric lamps of three thousand 
candle power each are now being experimented with 
in Germany. These lamps hav a uniform, clear, yel- 
lowish light, differing from the ordinary incandescent 
lamps only in their grester illuminating power. They 
are said to hav a life of one thousand hours, require 
no attention more than to turn them on or off, and 
are intended to take the place of are lamps. 

A submarine plow one hundred feet long, thirty- 
five feet wide, and twelve feeb desp, is about to be 
constructed in San Francisco. It is intended to 
plow out the many bars on the Sacramento river. It 
will be operated by steam-engins of fifty-four horse- 
power, and it is expected to scoop out a space six 
feet deep ard forty feet wide at each drive through 
the bar, the swift current carrying the sand farther 
down the rivar. A machine somewhat similar in con- 
struction was used in the lower part of the Missis- 
sippi river before Eads construsted the jetties at its 
mouth. 

The Eiffel tower, for meteorological purposes, it 
has besn discovered, possesses most of the advan- 
tages of a mountain observatory. Recently, while a 
severe frost prevailed in the strecis of Paris, the 
summit of the tower was favored by a warm breeze, 
and the temperature prevailing st the summit trav- 
eled slowly to the base, reaching it three days 


afterward. 
ed 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Ar the Liberal Club next Friday evening, April 11th, Mr. 
William Dudley Foulke will speak upon ** Civil Service 
Reform." 


W. F. JaxigsoN has been lecturing in Nebraska and Iowa 
to appreciativ audiences. His address at Cooke, Neb., was 
the first Liberal lecture ever delivered in the town. At 
Auburn he spoke on the labor question—'' Bellamy’s Dream.” 
After speakiog thrice at Shenandoah, Ia., he visited Paoria. 
His address is Des Moines, Ia. 


Tas remaining lectures for April at the Brooklyn Pailo- 
sophical Association, Fraternity Rooms, Bedford avenuc and 
South Second strest, are a3 follows: Sunday, April 13:h, 
Mr. J. A Skil'on; subject, ** The Mechanic Arts and Patent 
Laws.” Sunday, April 20;h, Dr. L G. Janes; subject, ‘‘ Ulti- 
mate Social Tendencies under the Law of Evolution.” Sun- 
day, April 27ch, Miss Helen H. Gardener; subject, '' Pulpit, 
Pew, and Cradle.” These lectures are followed by discus- 
sion. Lecture at 3 P.M. 


FnEETHOUGHT has at last secured a foothold in the orthodox 
commonwealth of Arkansas, J. E. Remsburg has made two 
trips to that state this spring end has everywhere been 
greeted with large and appreciativ audiences. At Rogers he 
has just closed a four nights’ debate with the Rev. J. F. 
Ackers, & prominent Campbellite divine, which drew larg» 
crowds, a special train being rua for the accommodation of 
those who wished to attend. The Liberals are jubilant over 
the result and the Christians ave correspondingly depressed. 
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Communications. 


God. 


It is quite interesting to trace the evolution and 
characteristics of the Jewish and Christian God. 
According 5o Genesis, God, in Adam's day, was thor- 
oughly anthropomorphie, with real flesh and blood— 
at least, his sons were, for thay came down to earth, 
courted and married ihe daughters of men, and raised 
up families of great strapping boys, who became 
“giants in those days, men of renown” (Gen. vi, 
2,4). As Ingersoll says, “I don’t blame them for 
leaving such a Shaker community as heaven is repre- 
sented to be, where ‘they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage,’ and joining one where more con- 
genial Social relations existed.” But it puzzles me, 
on this hypothesis, how God came legitimately by his 
.80ns. Neither does if appear how Christ could be 
his only begotten son in view of these facts. But 
perhaps this is pari of the mystery of godliness. 
At this early date this God was not, as now, a spirit, 
neither was he unchangeable, all-wise, or almighty, as 
scripture hietory proves. In those days men acted 
so wickedly thst God repented that he had made 
man, and it grieved him at bis heart. So he drowned 
him. Now, an unchangeable God could not thus 
repent or be grieved. Man slso did acts of wicked- 
ness that had not eome into his mind—that he had 
not thought of. An infinitly wise God soans sb & 
glance the whole oyele of eternity, and knowing al! 
things, cannot thus be taken by surprise God 
required his servants to fear him, and sometimes he 


tempted them, to ascertain whether they did or not, 


which an all-wise God would not hav needed to do. 
It is said God tempted Abraham. He commanded 
him to offer up as a burnt offering his only son Issac, 
and, like & similar stupid, irrational, blind victim of 
a devilish superstition at Pocasset, preceeded to 
perpetrate the unnatural, fiendish murder. But just 
as he raised the knife to perpetrate the horrid deed 
God told him to stop, and gave this reason: “ For 
now I know that thou fearest me.” He was no 
longer ignorant on that point. Speaking of Sodom, 
God said: “I will go down now and ses whether 
they hav done altogether according to the ery of ii 
that is come unto me, and if not I wili know.” His 

_ Bervants seem to hav brought so distressing a report 
of the wickedness of Sodom that he doubted its 
truth, and he thought if he would go down himself 
and make a thorough personal investigation of the 
matter he would know just how it was, so he went 
down, ealled with Abraham, bad & long talk with 
him, ate his calf, got his feet washed also, eto. This 
was all natural enough. At that time the world was 
flat, the heavens, where God and the angels resided, 
were only a mile or two above the earth, as the holy, 
infallibie mother church less than three hundred 
years ago compelled us to believe, or, like Bruno, be 
burnt at the stake. Sodom was, perbsps, forty 
miles away. The telessops had not then been 
invented, and it would require uncommonly good 
natural eyesight in one so old as God was to see 
minutely what was going on at such a distance. 
Jehovah was a Hebrew and Jewish product, and, as 
is the case generally, was just like his authors, only 
‘more so. Ho was located above their country, and, 
like them, was fond of the smell of roasting flesh, 
and when they sacrificed their burnt offerings and 
the smoke ascended to his abode, he smelt a sweet 
savor and was happy. The more offerings thay 
burnt the better he liked them and the more surely 
he would protect them. At least, so they thought. 
He was not the almighty who never wearies, for he 
sometimes got tired and rested and was refreshed. 
He drank wine to such an extent that it cheered his 
heart. Sometimes he got defeated in a fair fight, as 
when he and Judah could not drive out the inhabit- 
ants of the valley because they had chariots of iron. 
Neither was he a match for Jacob as a wrestler, and 
in acknowledgment of Jacob’s victory his name, 
which meant a supplanter, was changed to Israel, 
which meant God-conqueror. 

Sometimes this God exhibited himself and talked 
face to face with men, as a man talketh with a friend, 
and at other times he showed his back parts. He 
seemed to hav very jsrge approbativness, and would 
get very angry if people did not speak well of him, 
and praise him constantly. He would even get into 
such a passion that he would so far forget himself 
as to use profane language, and swear in his wrath, 
when it was well io keep out of his way or he might 
trample you in his fury. He moved David to num- 
ber the people, and when David had done go he killed 
seventy thousand innocent people because he did it, 
and went on with bis cruel, merciless slaughter, till 
even David expostulated with him, saying, “These 
sheep, what hav they done?" He was killing the 
sheep instead of the wolf, like the man who killed 
the goslings because the gander bit him. On an- 
other occasion he killed fifty thousand and seventy 
men who had been reaping wheat in the valley of 
Bethshemish, because they climbed on a big stone 
that lay in the field and looked into a venerated old 

_box they called the ark, to see some relics and curi- 


‘osities he kept in it. 
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At another time he prepared 
a great fish that if might swallow up a disobedient 
prophet, and adjusted its internal compartments so 
that he could liv, but without much comfort, in it. 
The prophet called the fish hell. Jonah said, “Out 
of the belly of hell cried I.” Christian Theists, while 
professing to believe in this same God, hav stripped 
him of many of his anthropomorphic features, and 
given him a much more spiritual character. They 
define God thus: “God is a spirit, infinit, eternal, 
and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holi- 
ness, justice, goodness, and truth. They teach that 
this earth, and the universe of which ib is an atom, 
wera designed by God’s wisdom and created by his 
power. All agree that he knew from eternity exactly 
what world be the result of his work. And a very 
large per cent of the Christian world believe that he 
foreordained or decreed every event, both good and 
bad—whatsoever comes to pass. If God is infinié in 
power, he could just as easily, had he so willed, hav 
made our race strong, wise, and virtuous, as weak, 
foolish, and vicious. Had he done so, it would hav 
been saved from the terrible suffering and sgony 
folly and viee hav brought upon it. But he, foresee- 
ing the result, made the world and the race just ss 
he did, preparing a hell in which to torture in eterna! 
fire the nine-tenths, perhaps, of all mankind. He 
made us too wesk to stand, snd then damned us for 
falling. We must believe in Christ, of whom not one 
in ten cf all the billions of the human race ever heard, 
or be damned. “For every idle word or thought 
[simply idle] God will bring us into judgment." 
The catechism declares that every sin, no matter 
how trivial, deserves God's wrath and curse, both in 
this life and that which is to come—that is, hell. Ao. 
cording to the creed of Christendom, God made no 
adequate revelation of his laws and requirements to 
the vast majority of our race, and therefore they 
ignorantly break them. Yet still he damns them. 
Orthodoxy teaches that God is no respecter of per- 
sons. Yet he selects a few, often the chief of sinners, 
“mekes them willing in the day of his power,” and 
saves them, while to another class of sinners he sends 
strong delusion that they should believe a lie, that 
they all might be damned. Of others it is said, ^ He 
hath blinded their eyes aud hardened their hearts 
lest they should see with their eyes and understand 
with their hearts and be converted, and I should 
heal them.” 

The church teils us that God demands absolute, 
perfect obedience to all his laws, moral, mental, and 
physical. Yet he has, himself, rettlered such obedi- 
ence impossible How can we obey the laws of 
health, when the air God has given us to breathe is 
charged with miasmatic poisons fatal to health and 
life? The water, also, that we are often compelled 
to drink, contains germs of various diseases, sgainst 
which we know not how to protect ourselvs. These 


diseases often destroy the moral and mental balance, 


and render perfection, in the absolute strict sense of 
the catechisms, a sheer impossibility and absurdity. 
God placed us here without knowledge or experience 
among fierce, carnivorous wild beasts, poisonous 
reptils and insects, where poisonous fruits grow 
upon the trees and vines, and poisonous vegetables 
in the ground, and did not giv us one word of coun- 
gel or information as to how we might know or avoid 
the terriblé and fatal dangers that surrounded us. 
He left us to learn the fatal character of the serpent’s 
fangs by the agony and death they inflicted, and that 
of the poisonous fruits and vegetables in a similar 
manner, and then damned us if we did not love him 
with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and 
honor and worship him as our kind protector, father, 
and friend ! 

Christisnsdefend God's action in this matter by 
telling us that the infinit God cannot be expected to 
devote his time and attention to such trifles. But 
would not giving a little needed instruction to his 
ignorant children when, according to his own ar- 
rangement, their salvation from death and hell 
depended on it, hav been as reasonable and beneficial 
as counting the hairs of our heads, or watching the 
sparrows? Would not the giving of such instruc- 
tion hav been more creditable to God, and much more 
beneficial to his rational creatures, than giving direc- 
tions as to the pattern and fringes of the priest’s 
breeches, and how to besmear the great toe of his 
right foot, the thumb of his right hand, and his 
right ear with blood, and the thousand and one 
ooh directions and tomfooleries recorded in Leviti- 
cus ? 

God, it seems, could find time to inspire the 
writers of the Old Testament to record the lewd, 
vulgar, and disgusting sayings and doings of the old 
patriarchs and others; and David to write the fiend- 
ish exterminating curses on the innocent, fatherless 
children of his enemies, recorded in Psalms cix ; and 
Solomon to write his prize obscene Song of Songs. 
But he had neither the time nor the inclination to 
giv his unfortunate children sufficient information in 
art, science, etc., to secure to the people that gen- 
uin enlightenment and civilization which would hav 
guaranteed to all education, equal rights, and the en- 
joyment of civil and religious liberty, and the highest 
development of the race. Had he done sc, mankind 
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would hav escaped the curses of paganism, and the 
far greater curses of the Ohristian brutality and 
heathenism of the Dark Ages. 

Is it strange that the great scientists and honest, 
truth-loving thinkers of our age should repudiate 
such a God, and retire him with the god-myths of 
the ancient nations? Such is his inevitable destiny. 
We are commanded to “be followers of God as dear 
children.” Yet, were we to follow the example he 
sets us every day, we would deserve the penitentiary 
or the gallows. To witness a crime we could prevent, 
and make no effort to do so, renders us equally guilty 
with the perpetrator of it, But God has been the 
constant witness of crimes the most horrible and 
atrocious. He has seen the innocent victims of 
Christian superstition and hate tortured and starved 
in dark, dank dungeons; broken on the wheel ; 
burnt at the stake ; roasted in ovens; their nails and 
tongues torn out; their eyes bored out with red-hot 
irons, and their flesh torn with red-hot pincers. He 
saw Christians hate, and plot and execute the butch- 
ery of sixty or seventy thousand innocent men, 
women, and children in the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, and saw ten thousand other nameless atrocities, 
which he could just as easily hav prevented as per- 
mitted had he wished. Yet he remained as inactiv 
and, apparently, as unsympathetic as a marble statue. 
Still we are taught that, all down through the ages, 
he was taking a deep interest in human affairs. He 
struck Ananias and Sapphira dead for telling a 
white lie, at the bidding of Peter, who was himself 
8 perjured liar and still alive. 

Aecording to Catholicism, he has been working 
third-rate miracles ever since. To accommcdate a 
pack of ignorant, besotted priests, he has been con- 
stantly changing bread into the real flesh, and wine 
into the real blood of Christ, so that the faithful 
could eat and digest him. That is the God they 
worshiped. He has also been working miracles by 
means of relics, etc., such as the bones of former 
saints ; sometimes, through mistake, they hav been 
wrought in connection with the bones of an ancient, 
defunct ass, they answering the purpose just as well. 
According to the Catholics, the most important thing 
their God found to do, as he stood in the midst of 
the horrors of the Johnstown disaster, was to save 
the picture of the Virgin, though five thousand of his 
helpless children, in the agonies of a frightful death, 
were crying to him in vain for help! Nor was the 
Protestant God any better. He saw the Presbyte- 
rians and Puritans torture and murder thousands cf 
innocent people, on the foolish charge of witchcraft. 
He witnessed the sickening cruelties of the slave 
trade and slavery, in this and otber countries, with- 
out the slightest intimation of disapproval. None of 
these things moved him. But if he saw some yourg 
people bathing on Sunday, or innocently enjoying 
themselvs in a boat on the water on that day, it af- 
fected him, as the church blasphemously teaches, as 
the red rag does the bull-—made him very angry, and 
he would likely swear in his wrath that they should 
not enter into his rest, and proeeed at once to upset 
their boat and drown them. Or if he saw parties 
securing their harvest on Sunday, he would strike 
their barns with lightning, and burn them. See 
publications of the American Tract Society on tha 
Sabbath question. Thus the Christian churches 
picture their God. What a cruel monster they make 
him! W. W. WALKER 
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Is there No Remedy? 


The economie inequity, with its long series of so- 
cial, political, and other wrongs, forces itself upon 
everybody's attention everywhere, either in its con- 
crete ugliness, or through the daily press, and it is 
only those who want to ignore it, that affect not to 
see it. Charity cannot be a remedy, and as a meang 
of temporary relief, i& only fosters the demoralizing 
influences of poverty. Married life, this corner stone 
of humanism, has become a luxury long ago, because 
a wege-worker hardly earns enough to support him- 
self steadily. The open and secret prostitution has 
implanted habits of depravity, and has established 
such license in the intercourse that flies would be 
ashamed of it, if they ever had a notion of the family 
institution. Ohildren under ten years are required to 
support parents who, through sickness, or for some 
other reasons, are unable to earn their living. Girls, 
who ought to be under training and be preparing 
themselvs to become good wives and loving mothers, 
are driving out of offices, stores, factories, and shops 
their fathers and brothers, into prisons and correc- 
tional institutions. Suicide is beginning to be looked 
upon as the only available means for putting an end 
to misery, and to escape starvation. Respectable 
living cannot he obtained by bonest exertion, and it 
is only by robbing others of the fruits of their labor - 
that one can provide his family with a comfortable 
home. Wages are getting lamer and lamer every 
day, and it is only by being a political worker that 
one can secure a fair pay. Fair-minded employers 
of large numbers of hands confess their inability to 
increase the wages of their men, on account of 
competition, which compels them to adhere to the 
lowest current rates, under the penalty of having to 
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close their establishments. Corruption of judges, of 
the administration, and of the daily press, aggravates 
the evils by playing into the bands of the rich 
against the wage-earners, Gambling with all kinds 
of stocks and securities, together with the organiz- 
ing of trusts and corners, tends to lower the wages 
and to increase the number of those who liv com- 
fortably, without working, on the interest on the 
money legally squeezed out of the producing classes. 
The distress is considerably intensified by the cir- 
cumstance that no marketable article can be pro- 
duced in our days without using improved tools and 
costly machinery, 27.6, without having first spent 
quite a considerable amount of money in the aequi. 
sition of the necessary instruments and means of 
production. Industry carried on on a small scale 
almost without capital, as it existed fifty years Bgo, 
does not, and cannot, exist now. Add to this fre 

quent lockouts, due to greediness or to the pressure 
brought by larger capital on the smaller one, and the 
odds against which wage-earners hav to fight, with 
nothing but their muscles and willingness to work, 
are apt to erush the strongest among them. 

As this distressing state of economic conditions 
could not be entirely ignored by political leaders and 
legislators withovt compromising them in the eyes 
of their constituents, we find as a result of their 
efforts various acts and ordinances passed with the 
avowed purpose of abating some of these wrongs or 
for the sake of giving at least partial-relief. The 
bureau of statistics, the investigation of the condi- 
tion of labor in mining districts, the limitation of the 
day’s work to ten hours, the exclusion of children 
from factories and mines, the introduction of safety 
appliances in shops, the compulsory education, the 
boards of arbitration, the liability of employers, and 
other measures of minor importance were passed 
with this object. Whether the fathers of those ordi- 
nances were in earnest, or it was for them merely 
a means of advancing their personal interests, mat- 
ters little. The result remains still this: That most 
of those enactments are go much wasted paper, at 
least for the wage-worker, and hav not brought about 
the slightest betterment in his conditions. The com- 
putation of earnings and of the number of workmen 
could not increase their wages or improve their 
chances of making a living. The investigation of 
diatress has not removed the cause of it. The ten 
hours law does not prevent railroad companies from 
exacting twenty hours’ service from their locomotiv 
engineers, as it was recently proved to the satisfac- 
tion of a criminal jury in a case of manslaughter, of 
which an engineer was accused for having run over 
and killed a man, while he, the engineer, fell asleep, 
with his hand grasping the throttle lever. Children 
continue to work everywhere, and our streets are 
overrun with newsboys, bootblacks, telegraph and 
telephone messenger boys, when they should be 
attending the school. Safety guards, fire escapes, 
and belt protectors exist mostly on paper, and capita! 
has even found it profitable to build such dwellings 
for workmen that they hav no more stability than a 
toy house. Compulsory education has merely given 
employment to an army of truant officers who prob- 
ably would not be able to earn their salt in any other 
capacity, aud it has, moreover, brought with it 
another evil of sending the truant children to a com- 
mon prison, as it was found afterward that the legis- 
lativ aot did not make any provision for a reformatory 
institution. The boards of arbitration are either 
playing foola—as they hav no authority of enforcing 
their decisions—-or they hav occasionally a good time 
with an employer, who iavites them to a lunch, and, 
as a matter of course, they arbitrate for the caterer 
and the sideboard. The liability of employers has 
only increased the business of lawyers, who fight 
each Other in the courts and levy heavily on both 
sides. All these measures are more or less failures 
in regard to the relief expected from them. They 
may hav done some good to others, but not to the 
wage-worker, who became only so much wiser by 
seeing that capital can defy the law whenever it 
pleases. Add to this, that the courts hav on several 
occasions rendered decisions adverse to strikes and 
boycotting, which for workmen were the only means 
of expressing their protest against imposition in an 
effectiv manner. 

Simultaneously with these practical attempts at 
relieving the working masses, there was going on an 
uninterrupted theoretical discussion aud search for 
means to that effect. The literature of the subject is 
quite bulky ; but, so far, the reformers and agitators 
are not agreed yet either as to the main cause or the 
manner of improving the economic conditions. 
Leaving aside factions and disagreement on points 
of secondary importance, there are two principal 
suggestions—the nationalization of land or the single 
tax scheme, and the nationalization of all means of 
production. As to the Anarchists, they hav not ex- 
plained yet with sufficient precision, in what way, by 
abolishing the political state, will the unrestricted 
freedom of individual activity destroy the economic 
inequities. 

That the single-tax scheme is not apt to put the 
aconomic conditions on a rational basis, is obvious 
from the consideration, that land is only oue factor, 


| will Robert Owen’s educational scheme prevail—or 
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but not the whole factor of the production. This | 
has been pointed out ina very foreible manner by 
& very talented opponent of Henry George’s doctrin, 
who proves that the claims of the immense capital 
invested in machinery and industrial plants cannot 
be disregarded. ` 

The second project appears much more radical, so 
far as the destruction of the existing economic con 
ditions is coneerned. But there is not the slightest 
hint given as to how the new order will evolve from 
it, and what will be its characteristic features. Will 
it be of the nature of Fourier’s phalansteries—or 
must we prepsre ourselvs for a government of philos 
ophers, in accordance with St. Simon's view—or 


2uy other entirely new program? 

In view of the above indicated failures of practica 
and theory to solve the dilemma, what are we going 
to do with it? To be sitting idly and waiting, that 
something satisfactory may turn up from some quar- 
ter of the windrose, would be a crime, seeing that 
the evil is assuming larger proportions with every 
day, and that the masses may be driven io despere- 
tion by the increasing oppression. That the dissat- 
isfaetion is steadily growing is an open secret, and 
those who, while enjoying all the comfort money can 
purchase and industrial arts furnish, express their 
surprise that workmen are discontented with their 
precarious mode of living, notwithstanding that they 
liv much better than their fathers did fifty years ago, 
reason from a wrong standpoint. You cannot ap- 
pease a man’s hunger by arguing with him that he 
has just finished his dinner and consequently cannct 
be hungry, when he knows very well that he had not 
had enough of it and that the food was not as palat- 
able as he would like to hav it. That his grand. 
father, probably, would hav been perfectly pleased 
with the meal he had just finished, is no reason that 
he should be. It is not the wage-worker, but the 
wealthy man, who is reasoning from wrong premises 
and committing the same fallacy which was the cauce 
of the tragic death of Louis XVI. That king of 
France was as good-hearted a man as ever lived, and 
even much better than the average kings of Franse 
were. Yet his goodness did not save him and he ex. 
pired on the scaffold for the single error he had com- 
mitted, viz., that he did not want to put himself 
mentally into the position of those who were suffer- 
ing through his extravagant mode of living and his 
bad administration of public affairs. 

My suggestion is simply this, to call a convention 
of delegates from the states for the purpose of dis. 
cussing the economic question and of devising some 
means for the abolishment of the existing inequities. 
The delegates may be chosen either in accordance 
with the United States election laws, or under state 
rules. The convention must sit permanently, until 
it has agreed upon some kind of proclamation of 
principles and of a scheme bringing about the reform. 

New York city. E»wanp L. STAROK. 


—— lii 
Extracts from Father Cniniquy's Book, “The 

Priest, the Woman, and the Confessional.” 

After twenty-five years of hearing the confessions 
of the common people, and of ihe highest classes of 
society, of the laymen and the priests, of the grand 
vicars, bishops, and nuns, I conscientiously say be 
fore the world, that the immorslity of the confes- 
sional is of & more dangerous and degrading nature 
than that which we attribute to the social evil of our 
great cities. I declare that the confessor himself 
encounters more terrible dangers when hearing the 
confessions of refined and highly educated ladies, 
than when listening to those of a humbler class of 
his female penitents. I solemnly testify that the 
well-educated lady, when she has once surrendered 
herself to the power of her confessor, becomes at 
least as vulnerable to the arrows of the enemy as the 
poorer and less educated. Nay, I must say that, 
once on the downhill road of perdition, the high bred 
lady runs headlong into the pit with more deplorable 
rapidity than her humble sister. 

Many would be the folio volumes which I should 
hav to write, were I to publish all that my twenty 
five years’ experience in the confessional has taught 
me of the unspeakable secret corruption of the 
greatest part of the so-called respectable ladies, who 
hav unconditionally surrendered themselvs into the 
hands of their “holy” confessors. 

I hav heard the confession of more than two hun- 
dred priests, and, to say the truth, as God knows it, 
I must declare that only twenty-one had not to weep 
over the secret or public sins committed through the 
irresistible, corrupting influences of auricular con- 
fession. I am now more than seventy-seven years 
old, and, in a short time, I shall be in my grave. I 
shall hav to giv an account of what I now say. 
Well, in the presence of my great judge, with my 
tomb before my eyes, I declare to the world that very 
few—yes, very few—priests escape from falling into 
the pit of the most horrible moral depravity the 
world has ever known, through the confessions of 
females. | : 

Not long ago a printer in England was sent to jail 
and severely punished for having published in Eng- 
lish the questions put by the priest to the women in 
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the confessional; and the Bentenco was equitable, for 
all who read those questions will conclude that no 
girl or woman who brings her mind into contact 
with the contents of that book ean esezpe from moral 
death. But what are the prieeta of Rome doing in 
the confessional? Do they not pass the greatest 
part of their time in questioning females, old avd 
young, and hearing their answers on those vary mat- 
ters? What is the difference between & 
woman or a girl learning those things in a book or 
learning them from the lips of a man? Let 
us suppose that each priest heara the confessions of 
only five female penitents every day (though we 
know the daily average is ten), it giva the awful 
number of five hundred thousand women whom tke 
priests of Rome hav the legal right to pollute and 
destroy each day of the year! 

There is not a single one of the Roman Cathclis 
suthors who hay written on this subject for the 
priests who has not deplored the innumershbie sud 
degrading sins against purity on account cf the 
auricular confession ; but those very men will be tho 
first to try to prove the very contrary when ibey 
write books for the people. 


— 9 
Freethou ht Martyrs. 

SWEDISH FREETHINKERS WHO HAY BEEN FOUND GUILTY 

AND PUNISHED FOR BLASPHEMY. 

Vietor E. Lennstrand, sentenced in Nov., 1888, fo 
three months’ imprisonment for “ denial of God, a life 
after this,and the pure evangelical religion,” in Oerebrc. 
In Ost., 1889, to three months’ imprisonment fer 
blasphemy against God in the lecture, “Why I Am 
Hostil toward Christianity," delivered at S'alme. 
Sentenced at the same time to three months’ impris- 
onient for blasphemy in the lecture on " God," 
delivered at Stockholm. Ssntenced in Deo., 1889, 
Svea Hofratt, to six months’ imprisonment for bilas- 
phemy in the lecture, “Why I Am Hoatil Toward 
Christianity,” held in Uppkeddiha. The king has 
not yet indorsed this sentence, and an additional 
case is yet to be decided by the courts. The poet 
Axel Danilsson, sentenced to a fine of five hundred 
crowns for reprinting Lennstrand’s “A Greeting,” 
and to respectivly four, three, and three months for 
blasphemy, these judgments by Slalmo city court. 
Henry Branting, sentenced by Stockholm city court 
to a fiue of three hundred crowns for Lennstrand’s 
“A Greeting,” and tc three and a half months’ 
imprisonment for blasphemy. ©. A. Rydgreen, io 
four months’ imprisonment for reprinting the article, 
“To the Originator of the Universe.” Alfred Lind- 
quist, to one month's imprisonment for reprinting the 
pamphlet, “ Who Ia to be Damned if Christianity Is 
True?” for which Lennstrand was twice acquitted by 
a jury. J. A. Berg, sentenced to one month’s impris- 
onment for delivering s parody on “Our Father.” 
Allin all, thirteen judgments for blasphemy since 
1888, and in the nineteenth century, in a civilized 
country, by a government whose officials profess a 
belief in the command of Jesus, “Love your 
enemies." 


ore 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the propaganda committee of the Brotherhood 
of Moralists of Hannibal, Mo., for the month of March, 
890: 


SEORETARY’S REPORT. 

During the month 54 membership certificates were issued, 
making the total number enrolled 947. The new members 
are: From Oregon, 25; Texas, 1; New Mexico, 2; Iowa, 
13; California, 1; Missouri, 1; Ohio, 1; Georgia, 1; Idaho, 
6; Kansas. 1; Colorado, 2. N 

During the month two local brotherhoods hav been organ- 
ized: one at Taney, Ida., aad one at. Prairie City, Ia. The 
secretarv of the former is Thomas Weaver, and of the latter 
F. V. Draper. We are under obligations to B-others C. 
Close, Hatton. Mich ; F. M Cove, Axtell, Kan.; J. D. Shaw, 
Waco, Tex.; George Macdonald, San Francisco, Cal.; H. L. 
Green, Buffalo, N. Y., for papers and magazines. 


F. H. Rav, Sec. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Balance from F'ebruary........... eene enne nenne $3 30 
Received from Samos Parsons, Cal..................... esee 5 00 
H. Feetish, New Mexico............... TEES 2 06 
L. A. Thornton, Alaba MB.....eressreseoresssorsronereveneresoen 1 00 
Q. W. Tillotson, N. Y..........eeeeeeeeeeeee nenne antt nnne 75 
Amasa Wood, Ma38..... ecce eene eene nnne nennen ene 30 
R. M. Stender, Misaouri..........ee see ee eene enero enne tone 40 
S. Kitchens, Georgia. .......... eene Sed eresdgaey 15 


J. W. Fitch, Massachusetts; Charles Miller, M. Gonlau, 
Charles Dalkenburg, South Dakota; J. W. 
Swaysgood, Indiana. each 50 cents................. 2 

Dr. Lottridge, Kans«s, and A. L. McFarlane, Idaho, 
each 25 CONG .eeresssereeraoseaoraiseseeseestorerssaserana 

G. H. Eversole, F. Steiner, T. Weaver, Charles Lam- 
bert, W. G. Morgan, J. Newman, D. Cook, 


each 10 cent8.......eeeceeeee eene ntn nenne enne 
Total.........e eee nennt — eee reeees $16 60 

Expended in mailing constitutions, circulars, member- . 
ship certificates, letters, etc... eese 6 35 
Balance......scccscscesssecsrceeeses ee eem $10 25 


A. R. AYRES, Treas. 


— to 

We should as jealously defend freedom in others 
as in Ourselvs, and sec that they are not unjustly 
dealt with in our interest, any more than against it. 
The liberty of cur opponent may be as important to 
us as is Our own liberty; and we should always con- 
cede to all what we ask for ourselvs, and even insist 
that they hav it when our partisans would withhold 
it.— Bier bower. 
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Pictorial Arguments Against the Church, 


Some other chapters in the Cartoon Book, besides 
the ones given last week, wiil be on: 
SassaTH Laws: 
Sabbatarian Efforts in the United States Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 
The Clergy's Opportunity. 
As the Clergy Desire Sunday (three pictures). 
CHILDREN AND THE CHURCH: 
Two Ways to Go. 
Which Shall We Hav? 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
The Shadow in Our Schools. 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptils in the Path. 
Recruiting for Charch Institutions. 
A Parochial School Lesson. 
Products of the Parochial Schools. 
A Web for the Unwary. 
The Religious Trap. 
- Sunday-School Scholars. 
The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 
Woman AND THE ÜRUROR: 
Woman's Path from Servitude fo Freedom. 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 
St. Paul As à Member of a School Board. 
The Church’s Use for Women. 
A Contrast—the “Mother Superior” and the 
` Superior Mother. 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope. 
Woman Helping the Church. 
When Womanhood Awakes. 

Each one of these pictures is accompanied by a 
full page of reading matter, consisting of facts, 
extracts from church authorities, historical authori- 
ties, Liberal writers, oto., showing how the artist's 
illustration is but a feeble portraiture of the actual 
truth. 

A Coming Conflict. 
The Christian Statesman says: 


** We hav come near to a grave crisis in our national his- 
tory. We stand at the dividing of the ways. Either we 
shall soon witness à genuin turning of the nation to God, or 
the nation will cast off the remnants of Christian character 
which hav clung to us heretofore. The decision of the 
supreme court of Wisconsin, elsewhere referred to; the pro- 
vision in the new constitution of Idaho that no religious 
instruction shall be given in the schools; the strenuous 
efforts of the Secularists, reinforced later by the Seventh 
Day Adventist contingent, indicate that we are on the eve of 
a general discussion of the claims of Christ as the nation's 
king, and a practical decision upon them. The hour is one 
of momentous interest and of rare opportunity." 


The Stutesman is largely right. The sentiment 
of the country is undoubtedly growing secular. The 
churches hay ruled the world and proved failures. 
People are getting tired of the clergy. There isa 
dim suspicion creeping through their minds that the 
ministers are more or less humbugs ; that the pul- 
piteers know little or nothing about another world, 
and that their influence in this is, on the whole, per- 


nicious. Backs that hav long been bent for the 
clergy to climb on are gradually straightening up; 
brains that hav been bound by creeds are slowly 
growing and bursting the bonds; hearts that hav 
been chilled by fear are warming with human emo- 
tions; lips that hav so long been accustomed to say, 
Lord, I am thy servant, are learning to form new 
sentences. There is a general stretching of cramped 
limbs and exercising of unused muscles, & prepara- 
tion, let us hope, for going out of church. 

If there could be stiffer baskbones put into our 
politicians, the Christian Statesman would hav still 
more cause than it has for alarm. The politicians 
are yet “ working the church racket," as they call it, 
and it will take some decisiv defeats by Liberals to 
get the knowledge into their heads that there are 
people in this country who own themselvs. But we 
are gaining. The Northwest is permeated with Lib- 
eralism. A friend, one of the prominent men in his 
sestion of Washington, tells us that he went before 
the committee appointed to draft the Bill of Rights 
for his new state and found them to the last man 
Liberals. The hand of Liberalism was felt in all the 
new states during the past year, and if we do not 
mistake the temper of their people, that hand will 
be laid heavier upon the ecclesiastics during the next 
twelve months. If Idaho comes into the Union, it 
will be with a constitution prohibiting the direct use 
of state funds for religious purposes, though the 
churches will unfortunately be exempt from taxation. 

Let the discussion upon Christ's claims to be king 
of this country bs hurried along. The Sscularists 
are ready for it. The opportunity of the Christians 
isalso their opportunity, and their interest in the 
question is not less than that of their foes. But “as 
to the issue of the coming conflict, can anyone doubt? 
Whatever is resting cn fiction and fraud will be 
overthrown. Institutions that organize impostures 
and spread delusions must show what right they 
hav to exist. Faith must render an account of her- 
self to Reason. Mysteries must giv place to facta. 
Religion must relinquish thai imperious, that dom- 
ineering position which she has so long maintained 
against Science. There must be absolute freedom 
for thought. The ecclesiastic must learn to keep 
himself within the domain he has chosen, and cease 
to tyrannize over the philosopher, who, conscious of 
his own strength and the purity of his motivs, will 
bear such interferences no longer. What was written 
by Esdras near the willow-fringed rivers of Babylon, 
more than twenty-threo centuries ago, still holds 
good: ‘As for Truth it endureth and is always 
strong ; it liveth and conquereth for evermore.’” 

The Secularists are on the side of truth. They 
are for humanity, for liberty. While those who 
would set up Christ as king are reactionists who 
would take us back to days that are gone, let us hope, 
forever. 


Sunday at the World’s Fair. 


The Sabbatarians and  God-in-the-Constitution 
fenatics are already at work on a scheme to shut the 
doors of the proposed World's Fair at Chicago. ‘The 
National Reform Association has taken the lead in 
the matter, and its corresponding secretary, by direc- 
tion of its executiv committee, has been pestering 
members of Congress to insert a "Sabbath Rest 
clause” in the national legislation concerning the 
fair. The result of his labors is given in the Asso- 
ciation’s organ in these words: 


* Mr. Chandler, of Massachusetts, the chairman of the 
house committee on the quadro-centennial celebration, was 
entirely non-committal en the subject, but requested that 
the sugzestion be laid in writing before the committee, A 
prominent member of the House from a Western state, who is 
a member of the same committee, was found to be zealously 
in favor of the opening of the fair on the Sabbath, and his 
ready reasoning and fluent suggestions as to the various 
innocent and elevating exercises which could be arranged 
for the masses on that day, showed that the proposal had 
already been carefully considered by the enemies of the Sab- 
bath Rest. Another member of the House, from a Southern 
state, well known as an activ and influential Christian man, 
was not prepared to express an opinion as to the advisability 
of the proposed provision in the national legislation, but 
thought it might safely be left to the commission which 
would be created for the management of the fair. This was 
the opinion also of an eminent New England senator who is 
better qualified by experience than any of his colleagues to 
speak on the question, and who had no fear that any commis- 
sion which would be appointed could either be driven or 
persuaded to run the fair without regard to the Sabbath. 
Another eminent Western senator jauntily assured us that 
there was not the slightest danger; that Chicago would not 
tolerate a Sabbath-breaking exhibition, and that if there was 
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any occasion ‘he himself would see to it that the fair should 
not be open on the Sabbath.’ Evidently the senator had not 
apprehended the gravity of the situation, or the strength and 


determination of the forces which are even now combining 


to force the gates of this great commemorativ exhibition 
open for pleasure and gain on the Lord’s day. One distinct 


impression gained in these interviews was that those who - 
favor the opening of the fair on that day hav maturely con- 
sidered and definitly decided on the matter, while the friends 
of the Sabbath in Congress hav hardly as yet given a thought 
to the subject.” 


Heretofore, all important events of the nature of 
this fair hav been run by men who worked in the 
interest of churchmen. Hawley, the “eminent New 
England senator " spoken of inthe Reform Association 
organ, closed the 1876 Philadelphia Exposition on 
Sunday, at the bidding of the fanatics and against 
the wishes of the majority of Philadelphia’s laboring 
people. Then he and his fellow-hypocrits would 
escort parties of distinguished people through the 
buildings on that day, thus making it a politician’s 
and aristocrat’s day. This is acommon thing for the 
pious-for-votes officials to do. It is only two weeks 
ago that Mrs. Wanamaker, on a trip South, was taken 
through a horticultural show on Sunday, when the 
public was excluded, though she and her husband 
are rabid Sunday advocates. If the World’s Fair at 
Chicago bs closed on Sundays, the day will be used 
by the officials as their day. 

However, sentiment has greatly changed in regard 
to this question since the Centennial Exhibition. In 
the West several local fairs of considerable magni- 
tude hav been, after a contest between the Sabba- 
tarians and the people, opened on Sunday, and the 
indications are that when this World’s Fair is started 
it will be opened every day in the week. The matter 
will probably be left to the commission which 
manages the fair, and before that body decides the 
matier the people can be heard from. Liberals 
should consider the subject and be prepared to act 


when the time is auspicious. 
te — — — — 


Attendant Reforms. 


It may be noted that Infidelity never stands unac- 
companied, a solitary belief; that this principle of 
denial of the Christian religion does not occupy ex- 
clusivly the space of any publication denominated 
Infidel, or constitute the sole theme of any Anti- 
christian lecturer. It appears that whenever disbe- 
lief in Christianity is established in the mind, there 
immediately succeeds an opening up of the nature to 
a thousand influences, an arousing of the faculties to 
a thousand useful activities, before ineffeotiv and in- 
ert. Let us glance over the chief of these reforma- 
tory movemenis. 

The first is Freethought. Freedom of thought, of 
speech, of press—the surpassing value of these to 
the human race quickly becomes evident to the man 
who has sloughed the Christian creed. He is ever 
afterward foremost in demanding these inestimable 
blessings, and sacred birthrights, for every individ- 
ual on earth. 

Liberalism follows. It is not sufficient, the Infi- 
del soon sees, that opinion be merely free. But we 
must, besides allowing our neighbor the right to tell 
us his thought, also exercise toward it a charitable- 
ness, a hospitality, a gratification in receiving and an 
impartiality in examining, that go beyond this. 

Abolition of war is an end toward which we find 
many Freethinkers directing their endeavors. Not- 
withstanding some injunctions in favor of peace 
given by Obrist, the influence of the church has 
always been, either by direct or by indirect means, 
conduciv to the maintenance of war. Those men 
whose writings are the fullest of assaults upon the 
praetice, and whose influence has done the most to 
atop its continuance or mitigate its ferocity, hav been 
those who are the most noted as destroyers of Chris- 
tianity. The Christian opposition to warfare has 
consisted of naught but feeble protests without a 
reason subjoined. The Freethinker's antagonism to 
the custom has brought to bear upon it a tremendous 
array of convincing argument and scathing satire 
that turn against this evil every man of sense that 
reads. 

Infidels believe in opening the labor question to a 
full and free discussion. Some of them think it pos- 
sible to devise a system under which labor-products 
shall be awarded more exactly in proportion to labor 
and merit than they are at present. Others, again, 
regard the present system as the best, and as need- 
ing no change. But, whatever their divergencies of 
opinion on this point, Infidels one and all concur that 
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the problem should receive the most searching in- |in the 


quiry and freest debate. There is among them none 
of the tyrant’s repressiv and silencing policy, so 
characteristic of the man of Christian habits of 
thought. They see the discord, and continual dan- 
ger of resort to forco, that now exist, and know that 
this is owing solely to a default of a demonstration 
of the truth on the matter in shape so clear that all 
may be convinced and misunderstanding pass away. 
The scientific method—a conscientious and dispas- 
sionste ascertainment of the facts of the matter, of 
the inflexible laws that they know must govern this 
just as they do every other department of the moral 
or physical universe—this is what Infidels insist 
upon. They hav experienced how the scientific 
method operates with religion, and they rest with 
unfaltering confidence upon its ability to solve de- 
monstrably and finally every other problem. Which- 
ever way the decision may go, they do not care, if it 
be only that which Science has laid her hand upon 
. and stamped as the truth. 

In examination of the causes why so many remain 
benighted in the Ohristian superstition, the Infidel 
Boon defects, as one of the chief causes of their con- 
tinuing void .of true knowledge on religion or any 
other subject, the engrossment of much or moat of 
their time in study of profitiess things. Said Thomes 
Paine: “ As the Ouristian system of faith has made 
a revolution in theology, so also has it made a revo- 
lution in the state of learning. That which is now 
called learning, was not learning, originally. Learn- 
ing does not consist, as the schools now make it con- 
sist, in the knowledge of languages, but in the 
knowledge of things to which language givs names.” 
Says Professor Oswald: “ The experience of the last 
three hundred years has as yet failed to disassociate 
the ideas of Latin and Greek from the scholastic 
notions of culture, and the time may come when 
practical educators will almost fail to realize the pos- 
sibility of the fact that, in our own rapid age of dis- 
covery and invention, millions of our most gifted 
students had £o waste from one-third to three-fifths 
of their time on the study of dead languages.” The 
hours devoted to the dead, continues this writer, 
“leave not a minute's time for the study of such 
problems of life as biology and rational hygiene; not 
& minute for anatomy, political economy, philosophy, 
rhetoric, or non-sectarian ethics.” “ What," says 
Herbert Spencer, in bitter contempt of those who 
foster the antiquated system, “what shall we say of 
the wisdom of those, including nearly all who oc- 
cupy influential positions, who persist in thinking 
that preparation for successful and complete living 
(which is the purpose of rational education) is best 
effected by learning to spsak and write after the 
manner of two extinct peoples, and by gaining 
knowledge of their chief men, their superstitions, 
their deeds of war, etc.—-who, in their leading school, 
devote two hours per week to getting some ideas 
about the constitution of the world they are born 
into, and thirty-six hours per week to construing 
Latin and Greek, and making verses, of small sense 
or none; and who, in the competitiv examinations 
they devise, giv to knowledge of words double the 
number of marks which they giv to knowledge of 
things? That, it seems to me, is not & very worship- 
ful degree of intelligence which fails to recognize the 
obvious truth that there is an Order of Nature, 
pervading alike the actions going on within us and 
without us, to which, from moment to moment, our 
lives must conform under penalty of one or other 
evil; and that therefore our first business must be 
to study this Order of Nature.” In this urging of 
reform of the selection of subjects of education, Free- 
thinkers are unremitting in endeavor. 

A reform of & similar nature, that Infidels are 
prominent in demanding, is reform of our present 
scheme of grammar. The existing system is a leg- 
goy of barbarism. Its rules are abitrary, illogical, 
conflicting, and in number a hundredfold more than 
is necessary. In but a few decades more, children 
will be enabied to learn in a few hoürs or days a 
simple and logical grammar, and to devote the re- 
mainder of the years now wasted to acquiring knowl- 
edge of “the Order of Nature” in and about us. 

Infidels are conspicuous in the ranks of those who 
advocate a reform aud simplification cf spelling, 
aimed at the same purposes and productiv of as 
great benefits as the reconstruction of grammar 
mentioned. And Tse Terura Srexer has in the 
spelling in its columns taken the first of the-steps 


To Infidels, as they become more and more im- 
bued with the scientific conception of the universal- 
ity and immutability of law, it is gradually suggested 
that we may by ascertaining the laws of the moral 
world as fully as we hav those of the physical world, 
find it ae easy to produce results in the moral world 
—for instance, to preduce characters of whatever de- 
gree of intelleotuality snd morality is desired—as it is 
now to produce our magnificent material effecta. 
Infidels would substitute for cure, prevention ; for 
punishment, the production of beings who will not 
need punishment; for the gallows, text-books of 
heredity. Says Prof. Frances Emily White: “The 
triumph of the scientific method is, as yet, far from 
complete; and not until a science of morals is as 
definitly recognized as a science of eclipses, or of any 
phenomenon whatever, can the era of science be said 
to hav more than begun. When she shall hav mas- 
tered the principles of morals, as she already has the 
principles of physics, and when the science of morals, 
thus formulated, shall hav become an applied science, 
then real progress in morals will be assured, and 
will be a8 much more rapid than it has hitherto 
been, as the advance in physical science in these 
modern times has surpassed the slow growth of the 
pre-scientific era.” “The intelligent people of the 
world,” says Colonel Ingersoll, * many of them, are 
endeavoring to find out the great facts of nature 
that control the dispositions of men. So other in- 
ieligent.peop'e are endeavoring to ascertain the 
facts and conditions that govern what we call Health, 
and what we call Disease, and the object of these 
people is finally to produce a race without disease of 
flesh and without disease of mind. These people 
look forward to the time when there need be neither 
hospitals nor penitentiaries.” : 

Such are a few among the numerous reforms, full 
of lofty promis for coming generations, to which 
whoever emerges from the Christian prison of the 
mind soon commences to devote his labor, his 
means, and his thought. And the more he studies 
and Jabors upon them the deeper becomes his con- 
viction that the necessary condition to them is the 
abolition of religion. Men bound by religious conserv- 


atism cannot be influenced by humanitarian appeals. 
eoe 


Sectarian Influence in New York’s Schools. 


The Bennett school law now in force in Wisconsin, 
making education compulsory, contains besides this 
clause : 

** No school shall be regarded as a school, under this act, 
unless there shall be taught therein, as part of the element- 
ary edusation of children, reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
United States history in the English language.” 

The law is opposed by the Catholics and Luther- 
ans because the membership of those churches is 
largely German and Scandinavian, and it is the policy 
of those churches to keep their supporters ignoraat 
of the English language in order to hold them more 
closely. By perpetuating old-country ideas, and pre- 
venting the acquisition of general information, the 
members of those churches are more easily controled 
and fleeced. Both churches hav established paro- 
chial schools, wherein such instruction as the church 
allows is given in a foreign tongue. The Bennett 
law strikes at these schools. 

Considering this subject cn Friday, the 4th inst., 
the Sun of this city was moved to say : 

** If the local authorities of New York were to direct that 
Greek or Latin should no longer be taught in any of our 
colleges; if they undertook to furnish the text-books of his- 
tory to be used in private schools, and to interdict all others; 
if they assumed to interfere with the religious training of 
the young, either in parochial or Sunday schools, a strong 
expression of dissent would promptly follow. The state 
maintains its own schools, and there ts no interference of any 
sort, sectarian or political, with their management.” 

The last sentence in this paragraph reveals a de- 
gree of ignorance or moral recklessness surprising 
in a journal so generally well informed. It is one of 
those statements to which Horace Greeley would re- 
ply, “ You lie, sir; you lie!" On the very day when 
the statement appeared, every public school in New 
York city was closed because—why? It was “Good 
Friday!" That looks very much as though sectarian, 
if not political, influence interfered considerably in 
the management of our schools. 

New York needs a Bennett law, a Wisconsin su- 
preme court decision, and a few other laws regulat- 
ing the public schools, and taking them out of the 
hands in which political deals and combinations hav 
placed them. And some of our daily journals need 


installation of this theory in practice. |to hav their truth-telling capacity enormously en- 


larged. 


Lr Re 5 
Discreet Discretion. 

In a very recent issue of the Christian Advocate 
the Rev. J. M. Buckley falls into a reminiscent and 
refleotiv mood, the latter mood being so rare with a 
Methodist that it is worth chronicling. The subject 
of his meditations is the late Courtlandt Palmer and 
the method and work of the Nineteenth Century 
Club. 

It appears that Mr. Palmer was desirous that Mr. 
Buckley should appear before the Club, and on four 
different occasions wrote him to that effect. The 
matter is recalled to Mr. Buckley's mind at this time 
by the receipt from a thoughtful correspondent of 
an inquiry whether, if a club similar should be 
founded in the correspondent’s city, and the corre- 
spondent should be asked to read one of three pa- 
pers (the other two representing Infidelity and 
Spiritualism) before it, the invitation should be ac- 
cepted ? 

The question sets Mr. Buckley off on his reflectiv 
train. Beginning with the “carefully-formed” opin- 
ion that a “Christian minister has no place in such a 
symposium,” his recollection slides gracefully back 
to the time when he himeelf was tempted, and to how 
he resisted the seduotiv invitations of Mr. Palmer. 
These are the reasons why he would not speak at 
the Nineteenth Century Club, as set forth in a letter 
to Mr. Palmer: 

“ Firat, because I cannot attend regularly; and if I at- 
tended occasionally, and not regularly, the community would 
connect me with a general indorsement of the propriety of 
discussing the various topics which are handled in the clubs 
in an organization of that kind; whereas it is a fundamental 
conviction, which I hav often expressed, that religion de- 
rives no benefit from oral discussions not conducted in a re- 
ligious, as distinguished from merely an intellectual atmos- 
phere." 

Subsequent events hav confirmed James in his 
views. “A short time sgo," he says, “the full text 
of the discussion in the Nineteenth Century Club, 
between Colonel Ingersoll and two distinguished 
lawyers, the Hon. F. R. Coudert, a Roman Catholic, 
and General Stewart L. Woodford, a Protestant, 
was published by an Atheistic house. As usual, the 
advocate of Infidelity had both the opening and the 
closing.” We admit that we hav published the full 
text of the discussion, kindly revised by all the emi- 
nent gentlemen engaged therein, but why, we ask, is 
complaint made that, “as usual,” the champion of 
Freethought had the opening and the closing? Is 
it always so? Is the whole world in league against 
the church to never allow her champions fair play? 
Or rather, is not the arrangement of debates gov- 
erned by wall-established rules, one of which is that 
the affirmer shall hav also an opportunity to set up 
again, within a very small proportion of the time 
consumed in the opening, so much of his argument 
as he can that his opponents hav tumbled down? 
If Mr. Coudert, or Genera] Woodford, had opened 
the discussion on the Limitationa of Toleration 
would not he hav been entitled to the closing? 
What significance, then, hav the words, “as usual," 
except as a disingenuous attempt to lead the readers 
of the Advocate to believe that in a debate between 
Freethought and Christianity, the latter never had, 
nor can hav, equal chance with the former? or are 
they used to bolster up Mr. Buckley himself in the 
seemingly timid position he holds ? 

Be this as it may, the result of the publication of 
that discussion is to strengthen our discreet friend 
in his castle. He reflects: * Having attended some 
of the most able discussions of fundamental questions 
before promiscuous audiences between representativs 
of open Infidelity and Ohristianity, and read those 
which hav been reported, we doubt whether, in a 
single instance, Christianity ever made the slightest 
gsin. A shrewd uubeliever can, in half an hour, 
utter objections to Christianity which could not be 
answered in thirty discourses of an hour each, and 
which could never be answered to the satisfaction of 
those who carry through the entire discussion a 
doubi of the being of God.” From Mr. Buckley’s 
conduct and words there does not seem to be more 
than one conclusion to be drawn, and that is that he 
knows, given debaters of equal ability, discus- 
sion between Freethinkers and Ohristians can only 
benefit Freethought; and, like a wise general, he 
does not propose to giv aid and comfort to the 
enemy. For if the man is wise who fights and runs 
away, how much wiser is he who fights not at all 
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Zetters from Sriends, 


PnovipENOE, R. I., March 81, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please put me down as a subscriber for the 
book of pictures. James L. Foss. 


CENTRAL Crry, Cor., March 24, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Please find $2 to pay for the new picture- 
book when ready. C. 8. Jonzs. 


Cuatuam, N. Y., March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed you will find $1. Send the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL. Usethe balance for the Distribution Fund. 
Most respectfully, T. R. Burrows. 


Norra "Hupsos, N. Y., March 9, 1890. 
Mz. Soros; Inclosed find $4.25—$38 for subscription for 
_ Tee Teura SzEKER for one year, $1 for the Heston cartoon 
fund, and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. 
James M. Cosan. 


Sovrta Or Crry, Pa., March 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5—$3 for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and balance for 
: the pictures. Should the pictures fail, then apply it to the 
TEUTH SEEKER office. Cuas, HEN8HAW. 


l Berre Prae, Ia., March 26, 1890. 
M ¢. Eprror: Inclósed find $2. Please send me the new 
cartoon-book as soon as issued. I hav often wished I could 
hav all the pictures that hav appeared in Tae Trout 
BaEksR. They are silent arguments that cannot be evaded. 
Yours truly, C. P. Hosmer. 


Cri ToN, Mo., March 25, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I hav not yet succeeded in getting a sub- 
scriber to Tug Trouta SsEkzR, but I herewith inclose $2 in 
payment for the first-page-cartoon picture-book, as advertised 
in Tat Terura BEEKER. I want the book to lie on my center- 
table. S. E. PROE. 


Sr. PauL, MiNN., March 14, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: I thought it was about time for me to write 
again aud send you some money, and ask you to continue 
thé cartoons in Taz TRurH BExkER. Very often I hav no 
time to read, but I always take time to see the pictures. 
Yours truly, Max WARSHANER. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., March 24, 1890. 
` Me. Eprror: Isee that you are getting up a book of the 
pictures. I hope you will doso. You can count me for one 
when it is ready. I hav had Taz TRurH Srexer for the 
last seven years in my room. I cannot do without it. Two 
dollars is nothing for that book. The’ pictures I hav got 
here are worth the money. Jonn HEANEY. 


AINSWORTH, IA., March 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Please put me down for one of Heston’s 
picture-books. My father gets Taz TRUTH BEEKER, and we 
all enjoy it very much. I would like to get you a sub- 
scriber, but cannot. There are four gospel-shops here where 
they feed poor dying sinners with the blood of the lamb..- 
Find inclosed $2. J. W. Morgan. 


LEADVILLE, CoL., March 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed money for B. F.. Under- 
wood's ‘‘ Woman: Her Past and Present, Her Rights and 
Wrongs.” We read Tax TRUTA SEEKER, and my husbsnd 
desires me to say that we like the pictures, and think one 
chance at the pictures will set some people to thinking who 
would not stop to read the paper. Metric WERTMAN. 


Lacon, Irr., March 10, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $5. Please renew my subscrip- 
‘tion and add to your list one new subscriber. It is discour- 
aging to think how many Freethinkers there are all around 
us, but how few take interest enough in the question to 
subscribe for your paper. This is the first subscriber I hav 
obtained in many years. However, the Liberal ideas are 

growing. EDWARD GREEN. 


Sprine Mius, Pa., March 19, 1890. 
Mr. Eprros: It gave me much pleasure to learn that Hes- 
-tows high talent shall not be hid under a bushel. The forth- 
coming book is very cheap at $2, and will be an eye-opener 
to many of our orthodox friends. By all means let the picto- 
tial arguments be continued in Tug TguTH SEEKER. Please 
send me a TRUTH SEEKEE ANNUAL, and one of the pictorial 

books as soon as they are out. J. W. Grog. 


Sopom, O., March 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $2—twenty-fire cents 
each for the ANNUAL and the followizg other books. For 
the other dollar count my vote one in favor of the continu- 
ance of the pictures. As yet I hav failed to get a new sub- 
scriber, but I shall ever be on hand to do so whenever the 
opportunity presemts itself. If I cannot get a new sub- 

acriber, at least you will never lose an old one in’me. 
Yours respectfully, Rogert Brown. 


Mr. JAoksoN, Va., March 19, 1890. 
Mr. EpivOR: I vote for the pictures. Friend Heston’s 
pictures are good enough for me, and I think ought to be 
good enough. for all open-minded Liberals. I hav been tak- 
ing the good old Teura SEEKER evet since April 17, 1879. 
Please find $8—$3 for Tux TRUTH BEExzz, $2 to Mr. Heston 
for the pictures, $2 for the pictures in book form when ready 
to send out, and $1 for four TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS for 1890. 

Yours very truly, LEONARD WALTERS. 


Girson, Qa., March 22, 1890. 


Mz. Epiror: I see that you are going to publish in book i 


| something else. 


form all of Heston’s pictures in your paper, Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER, up to the 1st of January, this year, and that said 
work will contain about four hundred pages, and that it can 
be furnished at $2 per copy. Now, this is to say, Mr. Editor, 
that you may put me down as a subscriber for one copy at 
least. I think such a book would be very entertaining as 
well as interesting. Srazorn KrrOHENS. 


Newark, N. J., March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find my subscription to Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, which I wish to renew and perpetuate, for. 
however stringent times may get to be, I cannot do without 
the ever dear old TRUTH SEEKER, founded by the equally 
dear Bennett. And allow me also to say a few words in 
commendation of the social gathering of the officers elect 
and friends and members of the American Secular Union at 
the house of our esteemed friend Doctor Foote, in Lexing- 
ton avenue, for long, long will that event be cherished as onc 

of the green spots of an eventful life. Ever yours, 
H. G. Avery, of the Newark Liberal League. 


CLINTON, Ia., March 18, 1890. 
Mn. Eprrog: Inclosed find $8. Hoorah! I hav got a 
new subscriber. Apply $5 to pay for four ANNUALS you 
sent me a fortnight ago, and use what is left as you see fit, 
and some time when I hav not the ready cash I may send for 
And the other three apply on one new sub- 
scription. I find it a pretty uphill job. I circulate my 
Freethought, Twentieth Century, Investigator, and TRUTH 
BSgzkER among my acquaintances, where I can find anyone 
to read. But so far I hav been able to get only two subscrib. 
ers, one for the Investigator and this present one for THE 

TRUTH SEEKER. Fraternally, JaAMz8 A. GREENBILL. 


Burizr, Pa., March 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Some time ago I informed you that I was in 
favor of having the pictures continued, and also sent a new 
Subscriber to help support my vote. But a8 some object to 
the pictures, I would suggest that they be printed on sepa- 
rate Sheets. "Then we could present the paper to Christians 
with or without the pictures, or we could hav them framed 
and placed on the walls of our rooms, or by the time Inger. 
soll’s ** coming man” gets here we may induce Christiaus to 
decorate the walls of the Sunday-school rooms with them, 
88 they would be splendid lessons for tbe children, aud the 
teachers might get a good deal of vseful knowledge from 

them. J. O. FUtLERTON. 


AsPEN, Cor., March 28, 290. 
Mr. Epıtor: Will you please allow me t^ say a few words 
in praise of Heston's picture of March 8th, ** How Manu- 
kind is Crucified between Two Thieves?” This picture 
is admirable, and ought to be distributed all over the United 
States. It means a great deal. A man who could not read 
a word of English could read that, and you ought to hav seen 
the grin crawl over his face when he saw the light. Allow 
me to suggest if Heston’s pictures were printed and distrib. 
uted from house to house, I believe they would be productiv 
of good to yourselvs and readers. If I had one thousand or 
five thousand I would personally spare the time and see the 

effect they would hav on the people. Believe me to be, 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, W. Mason. 


ORILLA, ONT., March 26, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I inclose you the sum of $6 to renew my 
subscription and to pay for a new subscription. This makes 
three regularsubscribers here. We all vote for the pictures. 
I expect to hav ten or a dozen Teura SEEKERS coming to 
this town before the end of the year. I think of giving you 
an order for a few copies and selling them out to those that 
want them at retail,as I am a merchant, and doa good 
business with both Christians and Liberals. I knew R.G. 
Ingersoll when I was a boy in Illinois. My father was a 
neighbor of his, aud our farms lay not far apart. I often 
think of him. I also think of Lincoln, Grant, Oglesby, 
Yates, Logan, Douglass, and other great men who are an 
honor to the state of Illinois. I believe that in the near 
future Taz TRUTH SEEKER will hav the largest circulation cf 
any paper in the United States. I will here add a list of 
Liberals in the neighborhood, to whom you can send 

samples. Taos. W. MOFFATT. 


ARENZVILLE, ILL., Dec. 28, 1889. 
Mz. EpirOoR: I believe I am the only one who receives 
Tue Troura SzEKER at this office, and I thought a word from 
here would not be amiss. I reside five miles from Arenz. 
ville, our nearest town. This is a thickly populated section, 
and twenty years ago was full of religious superstition, but 
it is different now. The old inhabitants hav all passed 
away, and the present generation is quite Liberal. There 
has not been a sermon preached within two miles of my res- 
idence for two years. They all know that I am an Infidel, 
yet I. hav as many friends as any man iu the neighborhood. 
In fact, I hav no enemies. I know I could get you a few 
subscribers if I was able to get around, but I am an invalid 
and confined to the house most of the time. I hope you will 
be able to continue the pictures. Our dear old TRUTH 
SEEKER would look bad without them, and they are certainly 
great object-lessons. 
The only pleasure I hav in the world now is reading Tux 
TEUTA SEEKER. T. Q. Sprinezr. 


Havana, Irr., March 6, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $3.50—$3 for subscription, 
fifty cents forthe pictures. I vote for the pictures, of course. 
They look ridiculous, but they represent absurd and ridic- 
ulous things. I say, keep friend Heston at those pictures. 
They speak volumes. I look upon Tug TRUTA SEEKER 88 
the greatest advocate of Freethought. It has fought the 
battle bravely, and I hope it will long liv to continue in this 
grand work. The Presbyterian church is beginning to feel 


the mighty blows dealt it by Colonel Ingersoll. He has ex- 
posed its vile and inhuman creed, its doctrin of eternal hell. 
fire for unbelievers. Infant and heathen damnation is be. 
comirg very unpopular, even among their own members. 
Now they talk of changing their creed. If they do, we can 
truthfully say Colonel Ingersoll did it. Evil minds produce 
evil things. This accounts for tte creed of the Presbyterian 
church, which emanated from the mind of that inhuman 
and vile wretch, John Calvin. J. A. WEABER. 


Hanoverton, O., April 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I regard Taz Trors SEEKER as the idea) 
Freethought journal, affording to all an opportunity to 
express their peculiar views upon all subjects of a proper 
nature. For this reason, I hav made az effort to secure at 
least one new subscriber from among the half-dozen pro- 
fessed Infidels in this place. But the effort has been fruit- 
less, because they are ouly professed Infidels, and, ia fact, 
fear the frown of the clergy as much as those whose obliga- 
tion is obedience. Next to submissiv orthodoxy, the clergy 
look with a self-satisfied smile upon the man whom they can 
bully into silence; the man who fears to express his real sen- 
timents, and, curlike, licks the hand which inflicts punish- 
ment upon all who think with him and possess the manhood 
to express their uubelief. But what must such men think 
of themselvs when they consider that their cowardly submis- 
sion is to advance the interests of the only class of men whom 
ihe law permits constantly to obtain their money under false 
pretenses aud then traduce the character of everyone with 
brains enough to refuse to contribute to their support in idle- 
ness and luxury? Such is the character of the vampires 
whom weak-kneed Infidels practically support. 

In conclusion, I will say that I consider Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER contributors the ablest in the country, its artist very 
cffectiv, and its editors and publishers as models of their 
class, all of whom I wish abundant success. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, W. H. KiNTNBR. 


MoCunz, Kan., March 26, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER. For the last year I hav given more time and 
study to the preaching of the Christian religion than I hav 
for many years before this. I want to say it has strength. 
ened my belief in Freethought. I am growing more con- 
firmed as an Agnostic all the time. Iam sure I enjoy the 
confidence of a lurge majority of my Christian friends, aud 
yet I compromise nothing. Iwas elected justice of the peace 
at the last election. I am president of a very interesting 
Literary and Debating Society. There we often take up 
Liberal questions and discuss them freely. The society is 
carried on in connection with our high school. 

-My vote is to let the pictures come, the more the better. 
If tLey were stopped, the paper would lose half its useful- 
ness to thousands of your readers. 

I hav one strong desire; that is, when I or my wife die 
and are in the arms of death, that some good, noble, true 
Liberal like R. G. Ingersoll will speak the truth to the liv- 
ing friends that may gather around. 

It seems as though there is an effort being made, after so 
long a time, to make Lincoln a Christian. I lived near 
Springfield, Ill., from the time I was a child, and at the time 
Lincoln came before the people and during the time he was 
president his enemies called him an Infidel and his friends 
did not deny it then. M. 8. Gowin. 


Paris, Ga., April 1, 1890. 

Mr. EDITOR: A newspaper lately contained the following: 

Dr. James Stacy, of Newnan. has in his possession a piece 
of timber which formed a part of the original framework of 
a grave inclosure erected in old Midway cemetery, Liberty 
county, in 1776. The timber is a species of pine quite com- 
mon along the seaboard in the early part of the present 
century, but which is now extinct. It was known as the 
two-needle pine, and was remarkable for ite lasting qualities. 
The inclosure referred to was one of the oldest iu this his- 
toric burying- place, and its antiquity was established be. 
yond question. It was removed last year. 

Parson Stacy is a dear lover of sacred trees. It would 
make a carpenter think about whetting his tools to hear him 
talk about the cedars of Lebanon and the oak of Bashan. 
The tree the parson admires most is the Calvinistic pine, 
with five needles. But it, like the two-needle pine, has been 
driven from the original forest. Oaly decayed fragments of 
this ancient timber can be seen about old Presbyterian 
churches and graveyards. This timber flourished in the 
Dark Ages, and was worshiped by those in power, mainly 
for its five needles. This timber gave nothing to commerce 
or architecture. Ancient and modern history shows that 
this timber was not fit for anything but to make sacred 
crosses and to furnish fagots to burn philosophers and Free- 
thinkers. The Calvinistic pine with its five sharp-pointed 
needles, could not stand the light of the Ingersollian sun or 
the cyclones of Freethought. J. Wooprow PERKINS. 


New Yorx, March 27, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav read so many letters in your paper on 
the subject of the right of burial in Calvary cemetery by 
Catholics inside the pale of the church, and by those who 
are Outside who are known as Dr. McGlynn’s followers, that 
I thought I would giv my views on this Calvary cemetery 
business. Iam a follower of myself, Simon F. Cummings, 
whom you know 88 the builder of a yacht named Robert G. 
Ingersoll.. I am my own sky-pilot between this world and 
the next. For that reason I cannot be buried with the dust 
of my father, mother, and brother, notwithstanding I hold 
the deeds of those graves. And a foreign potentate issues 
his mandate forbidding my burial with them because I no 
longer believe in popes and kings, and American political 
judges of this secular government that guarantees the right 
to every man to think for himself. If a private individual 
would run a cemetery in the same way that Calvary ceme- 
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tery is run, he would be serving the state in the garb of a 
convict. The Catholic church is a power in politics, and our 
lawmakers must comply with their wishes or they cannot be 
elected to office. And the unthinking people wonder at the 
discontented mass of toilers, and why Anarchists, Commu- 
nists, and Socialists are produced by such a government as 
ours, and think they are all made in Europe. They are 
made here, and by the same causes that produce the effects 
there, and these Causes will continue to do so until the people 
rise in their might and throw off the yoke of popes, kings, 
and politicians. ` Very respectfully, Simon. F. Com»unes. 


San Antonio, Tzx., March 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eptror: The Prize Moral Manual for schools should, 
in my estimation, be short, simple, to the point on positiv 
facts, and in the common English language as spoken. As 
our future generation is desired to be, so it must be schooled. 
It must be instructed and brought up in manly and good 
habits; enabled to select useful occupations, aud imbued 
with personal independence. Good moral standards should 
be attained. Religion has ever been a stumbling-stone, 
causing dissensions, disputes, and bloody wars. It is time 
to abolish it. Introduce the ancient teachings of moral 
philosophies, now spiritualized, especially in schools wherein 
scholars of a mixed population meet together. Harmonize 
all phases of life and occupations, In learning to think right. 
In speaking truthfully, ard dealing and acting honestly, the 
rising generation will acquire the distinction between right 
and wrong. Oscar H, Cooper, state superintendent of pub- 
lic schools, lectured here on the subject, stating that Ger. 
many induced the schools to teach on the rudimental moral 
philosophies; that he studied there himself; he recom. 
mended that America educate her rising generation likewise 
into better, honest, and upright citizens. 

I would suggest to hav one or two pages in your excellent 
publication exclusivly for Spiritual literature. 

Fraternally yours, CARL E. KREEISOHE. 


JoPLiN, Mo., March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: The indignation of the Christians’ God has 
at last been ignited, and his huge forked tongue is reaching 
out forme. My Sunday-school circular has caused some of 
the faithful to daub on the waz-paint and raise the whoop of 
blasphemy. Charges hav been preferred against me by some 
of the members of the profession to hav me expelled from 
the Jasper County Medical Society ; charges, using ungentle- 
manly, unprofessional, and blasphemous language behind 
the back of some of the faithful. I tell them that during 
the thirty years that I hav been engaged in the practice of 
medicin, I hav many times been compelled to lose patients, 
little dimpled babes of Christian families. When I would 
See dissolution near at hand and would tell the mother that 
I thought her babe would never recover, many, many a one 
of these Christian mothers would kneel beside the cradle and 
pray for Christ’s sake to spare the life of h2r darling child, 
at the same time bathing the cheek of the dying infant in the 
bitter tears of agony, and planting kiss after kiss on its fast 
turning brow. I tell them that there is one of two things— 
that every tear dropped upon the face of a dying infant by a 
Christian mother, and every kiss planted on its brow, isa 
seal that that book called the Bible is a lie, or else all the 
professed Christians are hypocrits, for the New Testament 
declares that Christ told his disciples that whatever one 
truly asked for in prayer shall be given. The Christian God 
may be a very good fellow, but he always fails to put in an 
appearance when he is wanted. For my part, à God that 
would f)rsake me in this world in time of trouble I would 

not want to trust in the next. F. D. Owen. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., April 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrong: Inclosed find money for my subscription and 
for six months’ subscription to each of the herein-named 
friends. The lady is an apostate Roman Catholic ; a culti- 
vated, intelligent Freethinker ; poor, but longing for Free- 
thought literature. I sent her a TRUTH BEEKER and it 
pleased her. Personally, she is an entire stranger to me. 
If either of these parties hav subscribed already, then you 
can gend the paper to some other worthy person who would 
be glad to get it, but does not feel able to pay for it. 

Our Philadelphia presbytery here are now struggling hard 
to save the infants from damnation. They are growing 
merciful! I am sure all good people will rejoice to hav 
them succeed. 

J. E. Remsburg had a good audience here last Sunday 
night. His arraignment of the church and orthodoxy was 
terrific and overwhelming. Five of our family were present 
to take the lesson. 

I regretted not to be able to attend the annual Secular con- 
vention and get better acquainted with more of the workers 
in the cause of freedom. 

Remsburg's demolition of Abraham Lincoln's Christianity 
is à complete success. 

Liberals could not do without Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Your 
editorials are always to the point—just what ought to be 
told. 

Dr. Foote's article to Burnham and Severance is timely 
and well put. Itis manly and generous. 

But I need not praise the paper. I read it all with avidity. 
But I find so few interested in its teachings and literature. 
Busy people cannot read it, stupid people will not, shallow 
people do not, weak people dare not. So you hav but the 
few elect as patrons. 

‘ Yours for truth and righteousness, 
T, E. Lonesxors. 


CnaTTANOOGA, Tens., March 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: In the year 1862 I became a thoroughly con- 
verted Baptist—close communion at that, based upon the 
most selfish principles. I may as well state that I was born 


2 Lutheran, or Dutch Reformed; was baptized, raised up, 
aud educated as such until 1862 I dreaded to hear even 
the mildest criticism of the Christian religion. I studied the 
Bible thoroughly to find the right path toheaven. I dreaded 
hell, and sometimes wished I had not been born. I read all 
the books I could get bearing on the subject of religion. I 
heard ministers, deacons, brothers, and sisters explain their 
views as they understood the word of God. And a Bible 
class composed of over fifty young men discussed various 
questions which could not be understood by either the wise 
or unwise. In those days religion was a matter of vital con- 
sequence. This life was but a moment compared with the 
one to come. Hell or heaven, was the question. And the 
chances of landing in hell were appalling. Why, it was 
enough to make a man quit business and look out exclusivly 
for the hereafter. In my religious education I had been 
taught that even a thought bearing on an investigation of my 
religion came from the devil, the master of hell. The inves- 
tigation would at once be dropped, but then I could not 
help my thinking. I was told not to think—'' Fight it off; 
when you do that you are fighting the devil. Gd will 
reward you for it.” Iread the Bible through. Finally all 
those things began to look fishy. My mind became more 
easy. I became acquainted with people who would en. 
lighten me now and then, and to-day I look upon any relig- 
ion as a thing of the past, a thing of deceit and misrepresen- 
tations, without a foundation—not even a thing. To-day I 
am one of the happiest mortals on earth. I am contented 
and satisfied. I am satisfied when I die it is the end. I 
shall liv a good, moral, Liberal life; do all I can to make 
everyone happy, to be honorable in all my transactions with 
my fellow-creatures. ‘‘ Happy is the man who neither 
paints nor patches, veils nor veneers. Blessed is he who 
wears no mask.” C. B. 


NeEwooms, Tenn., March 11, 290. | 
Mz. Eprron: The following is a quotation from the Jacks- 
boro Sentinel - 


Judge Ridley, of the criminal court at Nashville, decides 
that the church raffles are illegal, and charges the grand jury 
to.indict not only those persons who bought and sold tickets, 
but those who contributed to the running of the raffles. He 
said: ''The churches ought to assist the courts in suppress- 
ing gambling, but instead they are violating the law by hold- 
ing raffles.” 


Brave judge, thou hast ruled righteously, and may thy 
days be long upon the earth! Why should church poople 
hav a power which the individual has not? Why should the 
church property go untaxed when the poor man's home, the 
most sacred thing on earth, is taxed? Special privileges 
for none, equal rights for all, is a good motto. But mottoes 
and sayings are plentiful and cheap. Read our Declaration 
of Independence, then look at the conditions of the people. 
We, the people, are given to dealing in glittering generalities 
and philosophizing, but to practice our teachings would be 
inconsistent, with Americans. However, it is to be hoped 
that the near future will lead us to practice at least some of 
the principles enunciated in our Declaration of Independence 
and laid down in the Constitution of the United States. We 
may read the Constitution with great profit yet. Go into 
any state in the Union and you will there find laws upon top 
of laws that conflict with the Constitution of the United 
States. Take this state, for instance. We hav a law here 
compelling the citizens to work the country roads twelve 
days in the year if necessary. The Constitution of the 
United States says: *' Neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a punishment for crime, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” It 
seems to me that such a law as that spoken of above is in 
conflict with the general Constitution. Iam of the opinion 
that over one-half of the state representativs hav never read 
the Constitution of the United States, or, if they hav, not 
done 80 thoughtfully. Equal burdens and equal taxation, 
has been the great cry of the Democrats throughout the 
country in every election campaign, but in the Southern 
states the burden of this same unjust road law prevails, as 
does Democracy. I ama Democrat, but not in the sense of 
a partisan. I believe in freedom for all mankind. 

8. P. HERRON. 


MILWAUKEE, ORE., Jan. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you allow a would-be reformer to 
raise his voice against these self-satisfied ‘‘ Liberals” who 
constantly din in our ears the old, old story, not of *' Jesus 
and his love,” but one equally absurd, and that is, that the 
doctrin of hell fire has been cooked. When I hear a man 
say you do not hear any more “‘hell-fire preachin’,” I put 
him down as a very misinformed individual, or, what is 
worse, an inert Liberal. They tell you that it is preached no 
more, that for the last twenty years the ‘‘ other place” has 
been laid up for want of fuel or for repairs. That makes a 
very pretty joke, but of course a very old one, but the truth 
of the matter is, that the doctrin is still preached not only in 
the country, but in every town that has a spire in it. 

I am attending a shorthand school, training myself for the 
fight with the orthodox ‘‘God.” In this school there is an 
average attendance of about one hundred scholars. I circu. 
Jated the “protest” against the Blair bill, and, strange to 
behold, did not get six names in that great number of stu- 
dents, and among the teachers none. One of the professors 
is given to ''cuss" words occasionally, and I naturally 
thought that he would be Liberal enough to sign the protest, 
so I gave it to him to read. He read it, and took the infinit 
pleasure to open up his ‘‘ vials of wrath” on me in the pres- 
ence of the entire school. He said. pointing to the words on 
the protest, No one but an Infidel would print such an 
article.” My reply was that no one else did print it. He 
“ tacked ” then and has not referred to it since. Iasked one. 
of the other professors, and he said it was unnecessary, a8 
the objects of the bill would not be carried through. 


Bo much for the men; now for the gentler sex. We had 
a speech dictated from the ‘‘ Hon.” John Wanamaker, better 
known a8 “Holy John.” Without warning our teacher 
stopped and asked one of the students, ** What position in 
the government does the ‘honorable’ occupy?” He replied, 
*' Postmaster-general.”” Then she wished to know what else 
he was noted for. Unfortunately the query was addressed 
to a Jew and the reply wished for was not forthcoming. 
She had to be satisfied to hear that he did not know that he 
was noted for anything beyond the great price he paid to get 
into the cabinet and for meddling with the affairs of the peo- 
ple. She waxed wroth, and said, “ I think his equal has not 
been since the time of Jesus Christ, and in sll the noted 
men of history I cannot find anyone who so resembles the 
‘meek and lowly Jesus.’” She also gave us to understand 
that she believed in Satan, etc. Now, here is food for 
thought. Party of the first part, as the lawyers would say, 
is the ** Hon." John Wanamaker, of Philadelphia; party of 
the second part, Jesus Christ, formerly of Nazareth, present 
whereabouts unknown. Now, party of the first part can run 
his hand down into his pocket and pull forth, at the very 
least calculation, $5 or $6 in change and perhaps a postage 
stamp. Out of whose pocket the aforesaid coin of the realm 
comes is a mooted question and not in the province of this 
screed. Now for the party of thesecond part. In the entire 
“authentic ” history of this somewhat prominent and obso- 
lete individual we hav no direct data that he ever possessed 
fifteen cents, and that, gentlemen of the jury, is my first 
point of resemblance of the two Dromios under consideration. 

In the next place, the party of the second part is reported 
to hav said, “Sell all that you hav and giv it to the poor," 
but some are 80 irreverent as to say that the party of the 
second part sells all the poor that he can to giv it to the poor 
— Wanamaker. 

Ah, but does not Wanamaker giv all his employees a part 
of the profits of his house? Why, certainly; we never 
thought of that. He rob—we mean, makes a profit off the 
poor outsiders and doles it out to those within the ring. 
And when this great and good man goes to meet his Jesus 
these same profit-sharing employees will be expected to con- 
tribute from $1 to $50 for flowers. That is all right, is it 
not? But suppose that in spite of the profit-sharing au 
unlucky wight—and there are such—should happen to be 
financially embarrassed—if one who shares profits can ever 
come to that stress—and could not contribute—why, he 
would be a monster of ingratitude, would he not? 


In the last round of the wind-up he tells us why we do not 
get along any better. His closing words are, '* We can only 
really get what we deserve in this world and the next. And 
that is my speech to you to-day as your friend.” Now, there 
you hav it in a nutshell. There is no use in trying to liv up 
to any standard. In fact, it is not necessary to liv up to any 
standard, for we only get what we deserve. That is a fine 
incentiv to effort, is it not? That is what will make us bet. 
ter men and women. The same old doctrin of pre. destinatio 
that so many of our Liberals buried years ago. And it isno 
materialized ghost of it either. It is the veritable article you 
covered with six feet of material earth—or thought you did, 
but you mistook your conceit for a more substantial article, 
and the same old doctrin still holds out at the same old stand. 

Now a word about the ‘‘ next world.” Is Brother Wana- 
maker a medium? If not, on what authority does hé 
prophesy? Is he on intimate terms with those in the next 
world, and if 80, how do they know whether we will hav our 
“ just share,” whatever that may be? 

There was wonder and some indignation expressed when 
Wauamaker had the medium Reid of Wisconsin arrested for 
claiming to receive messages from the dead. Now, it ie clear 
as moonshine. You know, as a rule, one medium is al ways 
jealous of another. But ‘‘it beats Dutch” how a man with 
the whole United States and Anthony Commonstock under 
his thumb should try to down & poor medium, and then go 
into the same business, and with less capital, and base hia 
prophecy on infinitly slimmer grounds than Reid did! Why 
did not some one serve a warrant on him for meking this 
prophecy? Oh, that is so; he got no money for the prophecy 
he made. But the pastor of the church he attends gets a 
salary for preaching ‘‘ the same old seventy-six.” Is not he 
equally liable under the law as Reid? The preachers hav 
been preaching the same old thing for many a weary day 
and hav never attempted proof, while this medium and 
others hav always given proof of what they claim, or at least 
there are a great many able men who think this information 
has been vouchsafed them and in this way. 


But admitting that Reid and all other mediums are frauds, 
are the preachers any the less 80? Are they outside of the 
law, as their joss-houses are outside of the tax-gatherer's 
hands? If so, is this legislation for the people, etc., or for 
the ‘‘ chosen of God ?" 

Victor Hugo once said something as follows: ‘“ In every 
village there is & lighted taper. That is the schoolmaster. 
But in every village there is an extinguisher, and that is the 
priest.” If that is true of France she is far in advance of this 
country, for in nearly every place, and the country especially, 
the teacher is examined as to his orthodoxy—not as to his 
knowledge of practical education. I do not say that all 
Christians are fools, but I do say that a good per cent of the 
Christians are fools and knaves as well. Neither do Isay that 
all Liberals are self-satisfied and inert, but I do say that this 
class buried the hell doctrin years ago; are of no practical 
use to themselvs or to the advantage of the progress we hav 
made and are making, in spite of the church acd its influence. 

And the more we get to stand forth for free speech, for 
free thought, and freedom from any and all ecclesiastical 
meddling, the better the world will advance, and the more 
beautifully less will be what we deserve according to Wana. 
maker and his ilk. “We get what we earn and that is all 
we do deserve.” Mauzirz 8. Liven. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Hdited by Muss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. — 


— 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Loving Looks. 


She turned upon me her goft clear eyes, 
Limpid as mountain brooks; 
“ Tf you wish your flowers to thrive,” she said, 
* You must giv them loving looks.” 


I smiled and mused. If the whole sad world 
Might be nurtured in thisaweet way, 

Life would be full of flowers and fruit, 
And December would bloom like May. 


Bo, poet maiden, go, shed your lore 
O'er the wisdom of men and books; 
And the desert shall blossom a8 the rose 
In the light of your ‘loving looks.” 
——— i - O 


The Sun.. 


In contemplating the heavens the sun first 
demands our notice and admiration. Over 
our little family of worlds the sun is mon- 
arch. 

All other celestial lights dwindle into in- 
significance when compared with the sun; at 
least, it seems so to us if we attenipt to study 
the universe without the aid of science and 
the telescope. 

But this isa delusion. The smallest speck 
that can be seen on a starry night may be 
many times larger than our sun. 

Vast though it is, our great luminary is 
only.a star of the Milky Way and bas many 
rivals in that nebula. The reason it appears 


so large and powerful to us is because we} 


are nearer to it than to any other large star. 

_ If we were to travel for some millions of 
miles toward some other member of this 
nebula, our sun would diminish in size as we 
receded from it; while the other star would 
increase in its dimensions to a sun, perhaps 
larger than ours. 

Upon the sun we depend not only for our 
well-being, but for our very existence. 

If the sun were to disappear or in any way 
lose its relation to the earth, our planet would 
become dark, cold, anddesolate. Rain would 
cease to fell; birds would quit their singing ; 
the merry hum of voices would be quieted, 
and even the chickens would sit on their 

. roosts for days together, waiting for the 
morning light. 

The ancient Greeks entertained some 
curious ideas regarding the great star. They 
asserted that it was only a foot in diameter. 
and supposed that the earth was a flat plain 
around which the sun revolved; and they 
also believed that Apollo was lord of day, 
and that the sun was a golden car in which 
herode. This car was thought to be drawn 
by glorious white horses driven by Helios. 
The Greeks were the originators of a large 
number of curious stories about many of the 
heavenly bodies. 

When Peru was discovered by the Span- 
jards, in 1526, the nativs had the most com- 
plete system of sun worship of which we hav 
any account. The incas, as the Peruvian 
monarchs were called, claimed to be the 
children of the sun and his representativs on 
earth. The Peruvians built magnificent 
temples and offered many sacrifices to this 
heavenly body. 

Of the distance from the earth to the sun 
we can form no definit conceptions. As 
reckoned a number of years ago it was 
nearly 96,000,000 miles. Other observations 
since that time hav reduced it to 92,500,000 
miles, according to some, and 91,430,000 miles 
as reckoned by others. The result of these 
observations would make a range of nearly 
5,000.000 miles, which to us seems very in- 
definit. The best American authorities upon 
this subject hav agreed upon 92,750,000 
miles, Which is now considered the correct 
distance; but Mr. Hind has estimated the 
mean distance to be 91,328,600 miles. 

This star is 1.400,000 times larger than our 
earth, and is 600 times greater than all known 
planets. The quantity of matter contained 
in the sun, as measured by weight, exceeds 
that of the earth 365,000 times, and is 740 
times that of all planets at present known. 
Jf the earth were to be placed in the center 

of the sun, with the moon at its present dis. 
tance, the moon would still be 187,000 miles 
from the surface of the sun. 

It may be interesting to some to know the 
weight of this enormous body; it ig this: 
2,154,106,580,000,000,000,000,000.000 tons. 

Most European astronomers reckon the 
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diameter of the sun to be 852,584 miles. 


Some, however, decide it to be 860,000 miles, 


but it is generally thought fo be 850,106 


miles, or 107 times the mean diameter of the 
earth. 


The sun rotates on its axis once tn about 


twenty-five and a half of our days. The di. 
rection of the rotation is from west to east. 
This motion has no immediate effect, because 
it does not produce alternate day and night, 
as on our globe. The surface of the sun en- 
joys perpetual day, and has neither seasons 
nor years. 

The sun describes an immense orbit in the 
skies, which fact was discovered by long oon- 
tinued observations. 

Herschel observed that, in portions of the 
heavens, stars were becoming less dense, and 
that, in other parts, they were greatly in- 
creasing in numbers. 

In performing this motion the sun moves 
at a velocity of nearly twenty thousand miles 
an hour, carrying the whole solar system with 
it. The sun is traveling toward a star in the 
constellxtion of Hercules, but when it reaches 
there we shall hav been dust, or mud, if it 
happens to be rainy weather, many thousands 
of years. 

From the fact that the sun is moving to- 
ward a given point in the heavens, it must 
not be inferred that it is moving in a straight 
line. On the contrary, it performs a some- 
what circular motion. 

The sun has still another movement and, 
although overlooked by many astronomers, 
the study of the sun would be incomplete 
without its mention; it is the perturbating 
movement. The orbits of the planets differ 
much in size, some being larger and, conse- 
quently, more remote from the sun than 
others. 

The farther a body is from the sun, the less 
that body is attracted by it; so that it would 
move with less rapidity than those nearer. It 
is, therefore, apparent that, at certain times, 
several, or all, of the planets may be on one 
side of the sun at one time. The combined 
attraction of these bodies is sufficient to draw 
the sun toward them for a distance equal to 
one-half of its diameter. The planets would 
then separate, and the sun would continue its 
course through the skies. _ 

The sun is spherical in form and slightly 
oblate. Convincing proof of this lies in the 
fact that it rotates on its axis. 

The sun has an atmosphere which extends 
beyond it for a distance of varying from two 
hundred thousand to three hundred thou- 
sand miles. It is composed, principally, of 
hydrogen, and also of ether, nitrogen, and 
oxygen. During a total eclipse of the sun by 
the moon, projections are seen to extend out 
beyond the general mass, for distances rang- 
ing from one thousand to two thousand 
miles. This is called the corona, and is 
formed by large quantities of hydrogen gas 
being thrown out beyond the general bulk 
in the form of enormous hydrogen flames. 

Attempts hav been made to ascertain the 
correct temperature of the sun, but the esti- 
mates range from three thousand to eighteen 
thousand degrees. The interior of the sun 
is thought to be composed principally of gas, 
heated several thousand degrees higher than 
the surface. It is concluded that the great 
degree of heat in the interior would be suffi- 
cient to reduce matter to & gaseous state, 
while the less degree near the surface may 
be sufficient only to reduce it to a fluid con- 
dition. 

It is estimated that the heat of the sun 
could melt in one second a block of ice meas- 
uring 1,590 equare miles at the base, and 
192,000 miles high. It is calculated that heat 
and light will travel from the sun to the 
earth in about eight minutes. A 

There are a number of theories as to the 
formation of the sun's crust. The gaseous 
theory attempts to prove that the crust of the 
sun is composed of gases under the immense 
pressure of the surrounding atmosphere. 
This theory has now but few supporters. 

A number of eminent physicists think it to 
be '*cloud-like," or between a vapor and 
fluid. 

There are a few of our ablest reasoners who 
suppose the crust to be ina fluid condition, 
&nd about as dense as tar, or not unlike 
molteu iron. Professor Young concludes that 
the crust cannot be less than ten thousand 
miles in thickness. All these theories leave 
the question undecided, and we can only 
wait for further developments. 

Bome three hundred years ago the sun was 
considered the emblem of purity and mag- 
nificence. When Galileo discovered that 
there were spots on the sun, he was ridiculed 
and slandered, but their existence has since 
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become an established fact. Very few spots 
hav been: pbeerved beyond latitude 80°, and 
aixty-threé per cent are within twenty de- 
grees of. the equator, Few persons hav'ever 
attempted to account for this limitation bf 
Bun-spot- area. It is a well-established fact 


that these spots are immense cavities in thaj Francisco. 
crustofthesun. These cavities are dstimated | Richardson Bros., 213 Grant avo., San Fran- 
cisco. 


to be-from thirteen thousand to one hundred 
thousand -miles in diameter, and from four 
thousand to ten thousand miles in depth. 
They act as great chimneys through which 
the steam and gases of the interior, escape. 
They do not remain permanent but last for 
different lengths of time, being filled by the 
material composing the surface of the sun. 
It was by means of the spots that the ro- 
tary motion was discovered., Astronomers 
watched the course of the spots across the 
disk of the sun and noted their reappearance, 
and from that they were able to judge the 
length of time necessary for one rotation. 

The fuel of the sun has been a subject for 
much speculation and a number of theories 
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are of the opinion that electric currents are | J. W. Howe, 56 , Chicago, 
the source of the immense amount of heat 
radiated from the sun. 


Regarding the question of the extinction of 


the sun, Professor Young estimates that the] Aj J, Dwyer sud oreste st New Orleans. 
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its present condition, and that ten millions of 
years will elapse before its light and heat are 
entirely extinct. 

The study of the sun teaches us a lesson of 
humbleness. We learn that we and our earth 
are almost nothing when compared with this 
great body. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that some people, recognizing its impor. 
tance but not acquainted with its true condi- 
tion, should personify it, and worship it as if 
it understood their prayers. 


I marvel not, O sun! that unto thee 
Man should in adoration bend the Knee, 
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Of glory sheddest, with benignant ray, 
Beauty and life and joyance from above. 
Worcester, Mass. 

WarrEg W. Crank (age 14). 


—— ee 


Correspondence. 


Worogster, Mass., March 14, 1890. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: Find inclosed an essay 
on the sun, in competition for the prize 
offered by the Corner. If evervone who 


reads it learns as much from it as I hav, I 
shall be more than repaid. 

Yours for Freethought and God-out-of-the- 
Constitution, 


W. W. CLARE. 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World, 
Cheap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in alt Linguages, Éasiest to learn and 
rapid a3 any. Agents wacted everywhere. 
WARRANTED A8 REPRESENTED. Address 
National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P. 0. box 5159, 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


Th» Bible—What Is It? A pam. 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price. 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and ourse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
What it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. | 
The Trade Supplied; at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Prices 400.; With autograph, 50 ots, 


eee à x = 


Indispensable to AUTHORS and BUSINESS MEN, 


Combines tbe simplicity of the Hektograph 
without ita great disadvantages, viz., waste, 
washing, eto. 


“THE SIMPLEX.” 


The Simplest and Cheapest Reliable Duplicator 
extant. 


1t0 copies from one original writing (original 
written with any ordinary pon). 

No washing, no inking rolier, no stencil no 
dotted lives. 

The only really satisfactory process for duplicat- 
ing any wring, music, drawing, typewriting, 


ete. 
z^ Special mizas : Note, $4.50; Letter, 16 50; Cap, 


$7.60. Cash with o! der. 
Circulars and samples of wo: k mailed on appli- 


cation, 
PE BENSINGFR and OO., 5 Dey st., New York. 
Headquarters for manifolding devices. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the ereetion of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE Jacon HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LvpiA R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies ft t & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROW READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
aud inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The mie is always made to & man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel. 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 


Tne romantia narrativ is rich in its forecast of 

actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

13mo. cloth: $1.00; paper, 500. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
{ate | For the benefit of our read- 

B jers who preserve their papers 
$ { we offer a new style of binder 
imade for the purpose, an 

Y) pesci, Miwith the heading of TRE 

$ EMIRBUTH SEEKER printed in 

e. unu JM gold letters on the outside. 

QUSE wee hig binder allows the open- 

fug of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 

taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parta. - 
Sent by mail, postpaid, for *1. I 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 
| 9 

L. K. Washburn’s Works. 

Sunday and the Sabbath. “A: law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. ‘The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 

. nine poor, broken-down Opinions." 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill graashop- 
pera, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus, Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 

Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 

Church. Price, 5 cents. 


E. C. WALKER, 

LUCY N. COLMAN, 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 
W. F. JAMIESON, 


Jf not, the reason why? 


Address 


Correspondence Wanted, 


A gentleman of fifty-six years of age, of healthy 
aud robust constitution, thoroughly imbued with 
Freethought principles, wishes to correspond 
with a lady of forty to fifty years of age with a 
view to matrimony. She must bea strictly Free- 
thought advocate in her views. 

DAVID L. SWAN, Goshen, Utah. 


CENTS WANTED M rae SAMPLE TREE TA ss 
Opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 342 Broadway, N. Y. 
ASTHMA pjp senate 


address, we will mail trial ROTTLE 
DR. TAFT BROS.. ROCHESTER. ea R E 


IRY-SQUARE: 


oR, 


The Church of Practical Religion, 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found j8 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having establishéd 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, Political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 


to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR, 


>- A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
: Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
nspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Christian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


THE! 


CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,09pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of “Hebrew 
Mythology,” ** The Oareer of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—(Ps. xiv, 1- 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 13mo, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’amagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 

By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
rice $1. Address TEE TRUTE BEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is *boiled down” with surprising 
skil.—tLiterary World. — 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocean. . . 

Eis history has & continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power. which reminds us strikingly ol 
{New Tiaven Palladium. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a Masterpiece of historica! writ- 
ing. He hag a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
{Penn Monthly. 

Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 643pp.,$1.75. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
ae 28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Address 
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FREETHOUGHT 
IS IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
| A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


COL. R. G.INGERSOLL, R.B. WEST : 
E. B. FOOTE. Jr., : E rhe 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, 
CHARLES WATTS, 


Gibbon.— | 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SUSAN H. WiXON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 


THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


SuBJEOTS OF PAPERS: 
Ie there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Af there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 
History, Religion, Philosophy; and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 


With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


_ Bead the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Ohristiang might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Ameri- 
can Bookseller. 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
ress in all ages.—National Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

eading thig book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnatt Commercial. * 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: ** The purest 
and gentlest aint of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale says: ‘Of ali tbe line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: "Tho noblest goul that ever 
lived:” Jobn Bruant yin SA78 : Hs pregarved 

ug not on e most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 
Extra Cloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKEB OO,, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


The Candle from Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 

1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, T æ -= 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp. , $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
(0 


r Boys and Girls, 12m9, 888pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 4t0, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios tn the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, - - 


The Agn^ostio Annual 


FOR 1890. 
Edited by CHARLES WAITS, 
CONTENTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality.... ..Samuel Lain r. 
A Bonnet.........c ee sepe 'J986ph. Ellis. 
Who Was Moses ?..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D. F.R.C.8 
The Comfort of Agnosticiam..... E. Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Oredible ?... Constance C. W, Naden. 
The Contest Between Ágnosticism and Theology, 

John Wilson, M.A. 
Above B A Tout cis PHP dde Stewart Ross. 

he Evolution of the Agnostic Idea, 

R. Bithell, mu Ph.D. 


$1.00. 


POOM.....-ccaceeeeeezepeeeeze ++ We Bs MoTaggart. 
The Free Expression of Opinions..G. F. Underhill. 
Fragmenta.......... «.. eee eere William Mi 

Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office 


WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK 
BRADEN IS. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


CRIMINALS 


CRIMES ABAST 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Argument by R. G. Ingersoll 
IN THE 


TRIAL OF C. B. REYNOLDS 


F 


“BLASPHEMY,” 


At Morristown, New Jersey. 
Stenographically reported, and revised vy the au 
or. 


Handsome 8yo, 86 pp. beautiful type, fine paper: 
Price, cloth, 50 cents; paper, % cents, or 
2 per dozen. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Address 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood......... ceeeeeteeee "—— 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witeheraftto Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin..........4. 4. - 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin. ...... 
12 Tyudall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume...... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh............- eee 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
` Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake....... beds 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts............ 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake.............».. 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh... 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Chartes Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or,.Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
4% Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Ghas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 
I Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
0 
5 


RANNAN 


an 


m 
ASNN Oc 


10 


4 Why I was Exeommunicated. Barnard... 2 

5 200 Questions Without Answers... 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin................... 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

— by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell <A. Holy- 

OAKE, — 1 —— o 


5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
5 
5 


10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 
11 New Life of Jacob............ eater e esc aedi. 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer, Austin Holyoake... 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. H.. 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradiaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. -Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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Obituary. 


Herman Bohda was born Feb. 22, 1829, 
and died at Martinsburg, W. Va., March 9, 
1890, aged 70 years aud 15 days. He died 
as he had lived, a free man. He was an 
earnest Freethought worker, and the Editor 
of THE TRUTH SEEKER will recollect having 
met him at the Philadelphia congress. The 
following selection was read at his funeral: 

** With all his wondrous endowments it has 
not been given to man to read the riddle of 
his own existence. From the blank chaos of 
the past we spring into being like bubbles 
on the ocean or flowers on the plain. The 
spark of our material life burns flickeringly 
on until extinguished by the touch of death, 
and it becomes us as rational beings, to sub- 
mit without a murmur to that which we 
know to be inevitable. Death is both natural 
and inevitable. Birth and death are in fact 
mere processes of all animate nature. Both 
are but the fulfillment of nature and law, and 
whether in life or in death, we are still in the 
arms of nature; still subject to the same 
mysterious and incomprehensible power from 


which we derived our being. Why should we 
then fear that which comes to all? The fut- 
ure has been filled with terrors, and stained 
and polluted by superstition, but all should 
be brave enough to meet what all the dead 
hav met. The earth that nourished our 
bodies shall claim each and every one of 
them to be dissolved to earthagain. All that 
breathe shall share our destiny, for all shall 
sleep beneath the shadow of the clouds re- 
gardless alike of the sunshine and storm. 
. Death is a monarch who reigns over all creat- 
ures that liv upon the earth. In every land 
he maketh all heads bow and all hearts cease 
to beat at his command. Death knows noth- 
ing of earthly titles, fame, or power, nor of 
the endearments of friendship and Jove, or of 
the charms of grace and beauty. The great, 
the proud, and the rich must submit as weil 
as the unknown and the humble and the 
poor. The silent messenger is no respecter 
of persons. He cuts down the strong man in 
` the possession of all bis powers; the young 
maiden in the beauty of youth, and the smil- 
ing babe in its mother’s arms. No prayers 
nor virtues can keep him back. Every form 
that livs must die, for such is the law of our 
physical being, and no human power can 
break the stern decree. Man springeth up 
like atree. At first as a tender plant he puts 
forth buds of promis, then blooming into 
maturity, for a time he basks in the sunshine 
and battles with the storms of this life; but 
ere long his strength fails, his eye grows dim, 
his locks are whitened with the frosts of 
time, and he passes away to make room for 
other generations of men on earth. His 
hopes and aspirations, like the countless 
` leaves of the forests, may wither and be 
blown about by the adverse winds of fortune, 
- but his laudable efforts, which spring from 
the fruitful source of wise endeavor, fructify 
the earth, from which will rise a blooming 
harvest of happy results to mankind. His 
epitaph might Be written: ‘Here lies an 
honest man, a friend of and believer in hu- 
manity. Hesought to make the world better 
for his having lived in it. 'The world was 
his country, and to do good his religion.’ 
Solemnly, reverently place the earth over his 
honored bones, and over the mound which 
marks his resting-place let us plant fragrant 


`- flowers of sweet memories that will blossom 


and twine their loving tendrils around our 

hearts and keep forever green the memory of 

the loving one at rest in motherearth. Rest, 

departed comrade, in the grave sacred to 

those who still stand in the ranks from which 
- you hav fallen.” Lovis Worrzs. 


PAINE'S WORKS. 


Paine's Theologieal Works, includ- 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Lian. 
daff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca. 
mille Jordan, etc., etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
jn one volume. Cloth, .$3.00; leather, 

: $4.00; morocco, $4.50. 

Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 


The Age of Reason. An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 
Wivhout a peer in the world. Paper, 2i 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 


ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
L to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Rights of Man. For the op- 
pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


` A tale of Palestine, founded. on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. € MIDDLETON. 


‘Price, EE . . . 10 cents. 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND 


WHAT d MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS. | Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 


By R. D. Wesrsroox, D.D., LL.D. | Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by Christianity. 
Price, $1. ! Comparative Mythology. Frauds of the MINER s the Second. Century 
xposed. 


Socialism and Ulilarianism, 


By Jon STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
eussion, 


l 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, | 
; 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, ete., attributed to Jesus SALES editi 


Ohrist aud his Apostles, and not iucluded 
iu the New Testament. | 


Price, - - - . S1. 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Ros’? TAYLOR. | 
Price, 


THE 


A Thorough Examination aud Refutation of the : 
Claims of the Sabbatavians. 


$1.50. 


SABBATH. | 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
f 

Price, 10 cents. | 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By Pnor. LigggECi v ULICI, of Germauy, 


Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. | 
A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. l 
By GEgonaE W. Browy, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. i 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. | 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


By Jony Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 


Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


, Olaimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
t 
i 
i 
I 


Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. FL H. MeDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hatehinson. [Spir] 
Stecl Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


; A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham. 


med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him iu Arabia. 
on. i Price, $1.50. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 
Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia- 
logues on Natural Religion. 

By David Hume. Priee, $1.50. 


‘SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 


: A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 


Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., 31. 


Man’s Nature aud Development. 


‘By Heyry G. Arxinsoy, F.G.S., and HARRIET 


MARTINEAU, 
Price, 


$1.50. 


 Infidel's or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 


Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rog'T COOPER. Price, $1. 


; Origia and Development of Relig- 


fous Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 


Greek philosopher, and the author. 
Price, 15 cents. ! 


AN EYE-OPENER.! 
* Citateur, Par Pigault.” 

Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. | 

By ZEPA. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Antiquity aud Duration of the World . 

By G. Tovunmay, f 

Price. E - - 

ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 

By GILBERT VALE. j 

20 cents. | 


20 cents. | 


Price; 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


- Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. | 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. i 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian | 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, 


BIBLE IN THE BALA 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisu. 


A M MC P 
NOE! 


50. 


Price, SI. 


| 
BIBLE DNOUIERERE:.! 
148 Swiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, | 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 
By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, : - 25 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Thoir Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations, 


price, $2,50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey Graves, 


8vo, 600pp., 


Price, 25 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COO, 
38 Lafayette Pl, NewYork. 


From a Poor Man's Siandpoint. 


By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 


RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
Price, $1. 


CKNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 
By Baron D'HorBacn. 


Price, 


$l. 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupsow TurTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 
mortality of Its Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
15 cents. 


Price, 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. = 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. OWEN. 


Price, 35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Price, 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W.S.BaAnrow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cente, 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable: 
/ onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents, 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Wixwoop Wap, 


Sixth edition, DEPP, — - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHIOS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of tho Present Coutury. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTII, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICI STRAUSS. 
Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $52. 


$1.5. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, aud “ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 

By Mug. W. Scnorr, Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. Banrxa-Govrn. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible. — (Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 
RADICAL PULPIT. 
Discourses of Advanced Thought. 


By O. B. FROTHINGIHAM and FELIX. ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkablé Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 


Price, $1. 


446pp. - 


The Contrast: Evangeliealism and 


Spiritualism Compared, 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, SI. 


: CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS.| PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Bocieties; for Marriages, Funer- 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
tapha, etc, Also 595 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistic Hvmns for 
Social and Various 
Public O:casions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. HOGAN. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By €. SOTIERAN. — 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINF. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - - - 410 cents. 
SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
j Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. Prox. 


Price, = = = 25 cents. 


|7 li of the above books addresgg 
l Foral of tne ee TROLH SEEKER 00., 
H 


28 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 


Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts, Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,078 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
moroeoo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
ae $7.00; in morocco, gilt cdges, 
$8.00, 


From Behind the Bars. 
letters written in prison, 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers' Con. 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben. 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de. 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy, The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


Tho Semitic Gods and the Bible, 
Treating upon the pods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov. 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennetr and Rev. G. H. 
Humpnrey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Bennerr and Cyzus Rowurnus R. 
ÜTrrp. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. Bennerr and 
G. M. Marr, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

BENNETT affirms; Marr denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. Benner. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

cloth, 75 cents. 

The Beck vf Chronicles of the Pil- 

rims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the Zrr*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 

Ihe First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle ío the Truth Seekers 


10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


0 cents. 


Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 


10 cents, 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 
Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
10 conta. : 
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THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL | 
THE WORLD. 4 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . , 


©. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Origina 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. I. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

TOADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIO MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S '' Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been cleeted senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard. 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH. 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEMKER is devoted to the 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


'and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion: 
It demands the taxation of church property. 


It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


' Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
digcourso,—James Parton. 

lam much pleased with 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. : 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
ape paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
[take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ^to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J.McOabe. 

SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CERIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


Creatton, 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
€^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. x 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 1s the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks. 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER OoMPANY. 


THE SAFEST ChEED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
^ Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKER CO. 


ru address, and will 


The Modem Science Essayisl 


Ten Cents Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENOER: His lifer writings, 
hilorophy. By Mr. DaNIEL GREENLZAF 
OMPEON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. JonN W. CHAbDWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
> ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. * 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story o! 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. z 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE : How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS - 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoologieal evolution. By Dr. HossITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT QF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. OoPE. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. ECOLES. 


and | ball, Main street, Walla Walla, W 


iberal Qilestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly cam 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by fot- 
warding the necessary information. 


The }ianhattan Liberai Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
tires and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Sünday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. ! 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
Ste Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria) Hall, Broad and 
Wood ste.. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheapd rates, 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 i 45 ia at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton. 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:80 P.M., a% 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debateg, Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All frienda of human 
cultivation are invited. Mazrus HEIGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave,,Roome 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER:Pres.; Leroy BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10-30 A.M. Free disoussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BxrTR, Cor. Bec. 


The Walla Waila Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
y ashington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Origina 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hal!). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading-room: 
ball at 2:30 P M. All L berais are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


 sYOLUriON OFSGCIETE, 53287 Pissen oe of Religion.. 


10. a redd OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BiDNEY 
AMPSON. 

41. EVODUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 
: JANE! 

12, PROOFS ‘OF EVOLUTION. By Nzzsox C. 


PARBHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION A8 RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT, By Joun W. OBADWICE. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. by STARR 


B NICHOLS. 

15. THE EF“ EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
BaAYAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ, 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char- 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy” aper, 8vo, 35 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 iowels, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver Case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof care, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.t0; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 8 
ounce coin gilver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23,50: 5 ounce, 
$95. BEST open-face filled «crew case. $27; hinged, 
$30: bunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to £10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 Jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3'stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$603, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
bniliants, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs; from $800 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts.. Ail bought 


By L. FEUERBACH, 


Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo; 75pp.:: 


50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im:- 
moral.—ZEztraot. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. LIBERAL Hyun. Book contains songs! 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It iv highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman; 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker; 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. i 

t& SEEKER 


$5 con Address Tau TRUTH T 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most Suc- 


cessful in his specialty as 


his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for bis "Pri- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suflering from. that 
Life- Wasting Wenkness 
" as the result of youthful 
F follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application, —A. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
{ts cost, and should be in 
the hands of those amict- - 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements - 
from unreliable practiti- 
overs have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 


the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- - 
Sob and it Is safe to trust him." — The National View. 


Address, 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, . 


VINELAND, N.JJ 


And say where you saw this advertisement. 


Dr. R. P. Fellows is an outspoken Infidel and ` 


before late advance. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Iti, 


very successiul Physician. He is worthy of an- 
extensiv Datronage.—The Liberal. 
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— dims of the Week, 


Berlin recommended that women and children 
do not work ia mines, that women do no 
‘night work and occupy not over eleven hours 
daily, ard that coal mines be scientifically 
protected. After making these suggestions, 
. which no power was provided to enforce, it 
dissolved. 


Frenos and Dahomans 
are fighting. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS | WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, | 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. |, 


Tas International Labor Conference at| Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
O,835pp. Voi. If. Describes Fully aii 
. - * the Religions Systems of the World. 
Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 


Josus Christ, 


8y0, 957pp. 


9 vois., $5; leatnor, $7; mo- 


rosco, gilt edges, $8, 
BY D. M. BENNETT, 


AND REFORMERS, 


ent. 


leather, $4; MOr., g. e. $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


THE TRUTH 


THERE has been blood 
shed between Apaches 
and Mexicans in Mexico. 


THE new extradition 


treaty between England E 
‘andthe United Stateshas — —/ AEN M 
gone into effect. NES 
de le 
CASTELAR says that uo 9 i 
wl eL TE 


what German labor needs 
most is disbandment of 
_ the standing army. 


In India typhoid fever 
has spread so as to be as 
much feared as cholera, 
and government will in- 
vestigate. 


Teg Congo state is 


eae 


amem ultr 
——E. ren eee 


SEEKER OO. 


t Uy n e 


pec E 


[ce | n 

Ima E 

| Hii yc i ML 
—— 


ee ees 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


2 Gems of Thonght. 


iographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, ` 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who "were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 


IN nations where governments are estab. 
lished, there is at least a third part of errors 
' and abuses, a third part of tolerable customs, 
| and another third of calamities and misfort. 
unes.— Voltaire. 

Ir is proper to sdvert to one specific influ. 
ence in moral enaciments, serving to disguise 
the Ethica! end, and to 
widen the distinction bo- 
tween morality as it has 
been, and morality as it 
ought to be. The en- 
forcing of legal and 
moral enactments de- 
mandsa power of coercion, 
to be lodged in the . 
hands of certain persons; 
the possession of which 
is a temptation to exceed 
the strict exigencies of 
public safety or the 
common welfare. Prob- 
&bly many of the whims, 
fancies, ceremonies, Jik- 
ings, and  antipathies, 
that hav found their way 
into the moral codes of 
nations, hav arisen from 
the arbitrary disposition 


establishing subordinate 
stations for the purpose 
of abating cannibalism, 
slave trade, and human 
sacrifice. 


Tse women of Farm- 
ington, Mo., are carrying 
on a crusade against 
beer, and hav waylaid 
and destroyed one or two 
wagon. ]oads of it.- 


THE great eigbt-hour 
movement was opened 
on the 7th at Chicago by 


a strike of five thousard 
carpenters for forty cents 
an hour and the eight. 
' hour day. 


<2 


of certain individuals 


happening to be in au- 
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Amona the measures 


n 


proposed by the Pan- 
American congress, the 
one being pushed the 
most effectivly is that 
establishing a common 
. coinage between the 
American nations. 


'- Tsz house has passed by a vote cf 202 to 
49 the World's Fair bill referred to it by the 
Benate, but has postponed the time to 1898. 


AT Baltimore recently members of the 
Polish Catholic church of St. Stanislaus got 
into a row that necessitated the arrest of the 

- whole party and the interference of the 
courts. 


JacoB ANDRESEN hanged himself in New 
York city recently while crazed by the belief 
that he was pursued by devils. The same 

belief, in a mitigated form, is harming many 
millions in varying degrees. 


GERMANY maintains its character of being 
the nation having the least illiteracy, only by 
vigorous effort and disciplin, the city of 
Berlin alone having been compelled during 
1889 to punish 6,800 cases of violation of the 
school law. $ 


Dom PzpRo has refused to take the pro- 
ceeds of the forced sale of his property in 
Brazil ordered by the provisional govern- 
ment. Of late he has been failing in health 
and in mind, and ħe is now reported as bor- 
dering on insanity. 

Mr. Jongs (Ark.) has introduced in Senate 
for Mr. Ingalls a bill to promote the marrying 
by women who will care for them, of soldiers 
that bav lost eyes, arms, or legs, the induce- 
ment to the women being pensions of $12 a 
month when they become widows. 


Tue dikes on the Mississippi hav suffered 
“breaks in several places. Considerable land 
has been overflowed. The blacks showed a 
tendency to become panic-stricken and un- 
guidable. Near Henrico, Miss.,-a negro 
Baptist church floated off while services 
were in progress. 


THe head of the Mormon church, Presi- 
dent, or Prophet, Woodruff, said at the six- 
tieth annual conference that opened on the 
4th that the day of revelations has ended; 
that God has revealed enough of the mysteries 
for the people to see salvation, and there 
need be no looking for more divine utter- 
ances. : 


In experiments of the French army with 
the smokeless powder, infantry hidden in 
brush poured a heavy fire on opponents with- 
out betrayal of their whereabouts by smoke- 
puffs as formerly, while on the other hand, 
troops not under cover could no longer con- 

. ceal their movements under friendly clouds 
of smoke from supporting batteries. 


Tue other day Mrs. Wolf, the young wife 

of John Wolf, a German living near Monti- 

. cello, stole up behind her husband and 

crying, “God has ordered me to kill 

you, John,” felled him with a club. He dis- 

armed aud quieted her, but after a few, hours 

she stole to the woods with a babe, and 

though she was retaken the babe has not 
been found. 
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thority at particular junc- 
tures. Even the general 
community, acting in a 
spontaneous manner, im- 
poses needless restraints 
upon itself, delighting 
more in the exercise of 
power than in the free- 
dom of individual action. 
—Bain’s Moral Science. 


Werz any girl that is 
now with child to say, 
and even to swear it, 
that she was gotten with 
child by a ghoet, and 
that an angel toid her so, 
would she be believed? 
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Certainly she would not. 
Why then are we to be- 
lieve the same thing of 
another girl whom we 
never saw, told by no- 
body knows who, nor 
when, nor where? How 
strange and inconsistent 
is it, that the same circumstance that would 
weaken the belief even of a probable story, 
should be given as a motiv for believing this 
One, that has upon the face of it every token 
absolute impossibility and imposture.— 
aine. 


MrRAOLE8 are probable only in tbe far past 
or the very remote future. The present is 
the property of the natural. Ycu say to a 
man, '' The dead were raised four thousand 
years ago.” He says, ‘‘ Well, that’s resson- 
able." You say to him, “In four million 
years we shall all be raised." He says, 
“That is what I believe.” Say to him, “A 
man was raised from the dead this morning,” 
and he will say, ‘‘ What are you giving us ?” 
Miracles never convinced at the time they 
were said to hav been performed.—Jngersoii. 


THE dogmas of the Christian church hav 
smitten its victims with the nauseous disease 
of hypocrisy. The atmosphere of our whole 
social life is tainted with the poison of cant 
and dissimulation. By invoking the aid of 
the secular powers to protect the authority of 
dogmas which to all clear-sighted men hav 
become a mixture of bla:phemy and absolute 
nonsense, the church offers a premium for 
intellectual dishonesty. Every lover of truth 
is branded with the reproach of eccentricity 
by the upholders of a system whose center 
has always been an untruth, and generally a 
very transparent untruth.—Professor Oswald. 


Tyranny begins her arguments by fettering 
free speech, 
Begin your reply by breaking your fetters. 
—Mirabeau. 


CunisTiANivTY is a degrading religion. Only 
mental slaves or moral cowards can accept it. 
A believer must begin by abandoning his 
reason, and end by shifting the burden of 
moral responsibility from his own to other 
shoulders. Gautama, the founder of Buddh- 
ism, in stating his noble eightfold path to 
happiness, put first the acceptance of “ right 
views.” But, in order that a man should 
know what views are right, he must hav free- 
dom to think. Gautama saw this, and there- 
fore urged his followers to inquire diligently 
after truth. The founder of Christianity was 
not so wise. He cared not how stupid or 
thoughtless men were so long as they believed 
in him. Jn fact, he declared that he was 


.| “the way, the truth, and the life;” and that 


no man could be saved from the wrath of a 
merciful God but by accepting him. ‘ Be- 
lieve and be saved; disbelieve and be 
damned,” was the foundation-stone of all his 
teachings. In point of fact it came to this, 
that so arrogant and dogmatic was this pere- 
grinating preacher that he led many to sup- 
pose that he was God almighty; and Chris- 
tians to-day are driven into the position either 
of regarding Jesus as the very God, or of 
repudiating him altogether as an impostor.— 
Arthur B. Moss, 


Entered at the Post-Ofüce at New York, N. Y., as fecond.class Matter, 
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Holes and Clippings. 


Reozntty an Indian medicin woman re- 
siding on Rock Creek, east of Goldendale, 
Ore., failing to cure one of her patients, was 
taken out by some of the noble braves of 
that vicinity, a rope put around her neck, 
and she was dragged to death. 


Susan B. AwTHONY denies the rumor that 
8he intends to remove to Wyoming and there 
enter the race for the United States Senate. 
Nevertheless 8he hopes to liv to see the newer 
states of the Union sending female delegates 
to the national legislature. She has great 
hopes of North and South Dakota and Wyo- 
ming. 

Taz Province of, Ontario is deeply exer- 
cised over a circular issued by Archbishop 
Cleary, of Kingston, ordering his priests to 
refuse the sacrament to Catholics who send 
their children to public in preference to 
parochial schools. This, says the sender of 
the dispatch, will greatly intensify the relig- 
ious feeling throughout Canada. 

GENERAL HowARD, in an Easter contribu- 
tion to the New York /ndependent, says: 
“Boys who lived in the interior of Maine 
fifty years ago, knew little or nothing of 
Christmas or Easter.” The Catholic Union 
‘and Times unkindly adds: ** We doubt if the 
boys had much the advantage of the rest of 
the population in those days. We always 
had a suspicion that those Maine Puritans 
‘were not Christians at all.” . 


Tax Sunday baseball games in and near 
the cities of the United States are inducing 


the railway companies to provide new cars,. 


engins, trains, and other appliances for car- 
rying tens of thousands of passengers to and 
from the ball grounds. Last Sunday over 
twenty thousand spectators witnessed the 
games at St. Louis. On the Pacific coast, at 
San Francisco, and on the shores of Lake 
Ontario, at Windsor Beach, near Rochester, 
and at other popular resorts, preparations 
are making to transport from twenty thou- 
sand to thirty thousand people every Sunday 
throughout the season. 

STOVE-POLISHER Monsz, Representativ in 
Congress from a Massachusetts district, re- 
cently lectured in a Congregational church in 
Washington on ‘‘a business man’s view of 
the gospel.” This is the gem of his lecture, 
as reported in the daily papers: “ Mr. Morse 
referred to Mr. Ingersoll’s last lecture in Bos- 
ton, and said Mr. Ingersoll was as powerless 
to stop the progress of the gospel as a chip 
ping squirrel sitting on a railroad is to stop 
the Chicago lightning express. He referred 
to Mr. Ingersoll’s inquiry as to whether any- 
body ever saw the God of the Bible, and 
asked: ‘Did Mr. Ingersoll ever see his own 
brain ? and if he had he had not seen much. 
‘The sun,’ continued Mr. Morse, ‘ is 95,000,- 
000 miles from the earth, and if it was a hol. 
low sphere it would contain 1,000 worlds like 
ours. There are 80,000,000 of solar systems 
floating in space; every star of the Milky 
Way is a solar system, and, for aught I know, 
they all revolve around the throne of God; 
and when a man asks you and me if we had 
ever seen God, I pity that man. . Mr. Inger- 
soll says there are three hundred contradic- 
tions in the book. They are in his poor brain. 
The book is all. right when rightly under- 
Btood.'" Mr. Morse appears to be the monu- 


mental jackass of the House, as Mr. Blair 
from a neighboring state is of the Senate. 


Coronet New, consul-general in London, 
made a speech the other day in which he said 
that if England ever got into difficulty the 
sympathy of the people of the United States 
would be with her rather than with a non- 
English-speaking race. To this the Suz of 
this city says: ‘Colonel New’s Englich 
hearers made a great mistake if they took 
this amiable nonsense as an expression of the 
sentiments of Americans in general. Not 
only would the United States render no as- 


sistance to Great Britain, should the latter; 


need assistance, but a very large proportion, 
probably the majority of Americans, would 
be well pleased to see ‘the old mother coun- 
try’ in difficulty, and her integrity and as- 
cendency attacked and destroyed. She has 
been no friend of this country. This coun- 
try is no friend of hers. There are old scores 
between them which may hay to be settled 
yet. Colonel New’s after-dinner view of the 


relutions between the two countries is differ- 


ent.from that held by most of his fellow.citi- 
zens. As & matter of cold fact, the English 
as a nation heartily dislike America and the 
Americans, and this dislike is heartily re- 
turned.” The Suz is talking tothe Irish, and 
Mike Corrigan ‘should ask the pope to send 
Mr. Dana the apostolical blessing. Perhaps 
Bernard Heilly, too, may now lower the price 
of his fourteenth-century communications to 
the Sunday Sun. 


Tur: is trouble between the inmates of 
heaven, and those who hav been cast out are 
saying hard things about the Lord. The 
heaven meant is not the one where Mumbo 


Jumbo reigns, but the one presided over by 
Lord Schweinfurth at Rockford, Ill., à much 
more real place than the other. Mr. J. T. 
Morgan became a follower of Christ Schwein- 
furth about three years ago. He was at the 
heaven in Rockford for two years. Then he 
had a happy family consisting of a wife, son, 
and daughter. Now he is living alone in 
Minneapolis, his wife is at the house of Christ 
Schweinfurth’s chief apostle in the same city, 
his daughter is the runaway wife of a worth- 
less disciple, and his son is a sort of body 
servant of the new Christ. Mr. Morgan 
speaks reproachfully of the Beekmanites. 
When lingering in heaven a doubt was in- 
fused into his brain by hearing Schweinfurth 
declare in his pulpit, ‘‘I am God and beside 
me there is no other.” His doubt turned to 
absolute disbelief when he saw how this 
** God” grasped at all the money in sight aud 
how he behaved toward the women in his 
heaven. One of these, he says, is a Mrs. 
Tuttle, who left a husband and four children 
in St. Charles, Minn., and went to liv at 
Schweinfurth's. Mrs. Tuttle has borne chil- 
dren since she went there—by order of the 
new Christ, she says. Mrs. Tuttle is Schwein- 
furth’s right-hand woman. He is king; she 
is queen. His confession of faith is, first, to 
acknowledge him as the only savior; second, 
to promis perfect obedience; third, to deny 
yourself, which means giv up money, lands, 
and family to him. This line of conduct did 
not meet Mr. Morgan’s views, and he is now 
a backslider from the faith. However, 
Schweinfurth has quite a household of fools 
left, and Mr. Morgan will probably not be 
missed so long as his wife remaing true to the 
faith—and the apostles. 


; comet.) . 
zo> A science is not born in a day. Every thoughtful 
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~ about the comet. 
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Communications. 


` Christianity and Science. 


d (Suggested by Heston’s cartoon of the pope and the 


person knows that a science is a thing of slow growth. 
One fact and then another and another, al bearing 
on the same subject, hav to be collected, arranged, 
and systematized, so as to be easily taught and 
understood, before they are erected into a science. 
Astronomy, chemistry, geology, and all other sciences 
hav been built up in this way. 
. We hav been gathering facts upon which the 
science of astronomy rests for more than four thou- 
sand years. We hav Chinese records which show 
that these aucient people were studying celestial 
motion as long ago as the time mentioned. Thence 
we trace the contributions to this science through 
the Chaldean observers to Tbales, Pythagoras, Co- 
pernieus. and Galileo down to the present time. 
While a class of scientific delvers hav been trying 
‘to lift the minds of men out of the ruis of tradition 
ard superstition, a class of visionaries who claimed 
to be inspired by God, hav been engaged in writing 
out commands and instruction" from this heavenly 
boss whom they knew as little about as the pope did 
And it so happens that the truths 
which these scientists enunciate are constantly 


' coming in contact with what the visionaries hav 


_ionaries reply : Your science is not ripe. 


‘same direction as those collected before. 


written. 

The scientist says: Here are a thousand facts which 
hav been gathered by the most earefu! observers, 
and arranged by the most competent and patient 
toilers, and these facts do not agree with what the 
visionaries declare their God has set forth. The vis- 
It ia only in 
the bud. When you shal! hav gathered a thousand 
other facts, classified and arranged them, science will 
be then in accord with the word of God. 


Yearsrollon. The scientist says: We hav collected 
a thousand other facts, and they all point in the 
"There are 
now two thousand facte which contradict your so- 
called holy writ. 

The holy egotist replies: God has said it. Let 
God be true and every man a liar. Whatever con- 
tradicta God's word is of the devil. i 

The disinterested savants hav been the few. The 
bigoted and intolerant hav been the many, and the 
power of the brain has too offen been sacrifieed to 
the power of ignorant numbers. No one can teli to 
what hights we might hav attained if science had 
not been compelled to succumb to superstition. 

To compare the uncertainties of superstition with 
the exact work of science is the object of this article. 

In the year 1456 a large comet made its appear- 
ance. It spread a greater terror than an earthquake 
that would hav sunk s dozen cities. It must be 
remembered that at that time the power of thechurch 
was at its zenith, and shaped the minds of the peo- 
ple as the potter shapes the clay. 

Scientific aspiration had been crushed out, schools 
of learning abolished, and even high church digni- 
taries were controled more by superstition than 
reason. 

The nature of comets at that day was little under- 
stood. But still there were a few who knew some- 
thing about the theory of Thales and Pyihegoras, 
and had good reason to believe that the harmless 
comet belonged to a grand and harmonious system, 
and that its mission was not to terrify or work 
injury to the human race. But they well knew that 
prison doors would fly open and fires would be 
kindled if they gave utterance to their thoughts. 

A history of this comet would help us to under- 


‘stand the ignorance of the times when the rule of 


the church was supreme, more than any other single 
circumstance. ' 

At the time of its appearance the belief was enter- 
tained by all classes of the people, and no doubt 
magnified by the wiles of the priesthood, that the 
comet would strike the earth and that the judgment 
day was at hand. It was also believed that the 
Turks would overrun all Europe, and this added to 
the general gloom. 

To prepare the world for the doom which awaited 
it, Pope Oalixtus III. ordered the Ave Maria to be 
repeated three times a day instead of two. To the 
Ave Maria the preyer was added, “ Lord, deliver us 
from the devil, the Turk, and the comet.” Once each 
day the devil, the Turk, and the comet had to suffer 
excommunication. The churches and cathedrals 
were crowded for confessions of sins, and treasures 
beyond computation were poured into the lap of the 
ehurch. 

It may be stated as a fact, though not generally 
known, that the great wealth and consequent power 
of the church was derived in a great degree from the 
appearance of this comet. 

After curses and excommunications repeated day 
by day, the much abused yet harmless comet beat a 
retreat from those who did nothing but dread and 
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curse it, joy soon returned to the people, but their 
money end houses and lands, never. - 


As is slways the ease with the wire pullers in the. 


church, the pope made the people believe that he had 
driven the monater from the skies, and that their 
money had saved their lives and kept the world from 
being jammed to powder by this great fiery pestle, 
and though they had poured millions of treasure, like 
water, down the dilated gullet of the church, their 
safety and that of the world had been purchased at 
& cheap rate. 

These historical facts help us to understand, in a 
great degree, the hypocritical claims of the church. 
It is put forth with a sceming confidence, worthy of 
a better cause, that those whom God has inspired or 
called or regenerated are given a clearer vision—that 
they see with the spiritual eye what is forever hidden 
from the unregenerate man—that they sro guided by 
the spirit and less liable to err than those who put 
their trust only in an “arm of flesh” and never put 
their trust in God. Now let us try this claim by the 
test of science and historical fact. 

The great comet of 1456, which so terrified the 
pope and the people, is now known as Halloy's 
eomei—the first, as far as we know, whose orbit was 
ever computed. In 1680 Newton attempted to 
ascertain whether the great law which he had discov- 
ered slao held the comets in its grasp. In that year 
a wonderful comet appeared, but it was a bad comet 
to experiment on, owing to its vast period of 600 
yesrs and the great eccentricity of its orbit. 

The comet which so badiy frightened the pope 
appeared again in the year 1682. To the investiga- 
tion of this comet Halley applied ail the energies of 
a great mind. Looking back through all the records, 
even to the vanishing-point of cometary history, he 
found in the years of 248, 324, 309, 1006, 1456, 
1531, and 1607 accounts of comets which he believed 
to be identical with the comet of 1682. 

Here was a pretty strong hold on the fast that the 
comet had returned at stated periods, and that the 
period could not vary far from 76 years. If you take 
the date of its firss appearance, 248, and add the 
number 76, the sum wili be 324, the date of its sec- 
ond appearance. If to the last number 76 be again 
added, the sum will be 399, the date of its third ap- 
pearance, and so on. 

But thie will not produce the exact dates at which 
the comet appeared in every instance, becatse the 
period of the comet is not exactly 76 years, and be- 
enuse there were other influonces which affected the 
motion of it, which cannot be fully explained in an 
article of this kind, which is designed to be histor- 
ical rather than scientific. 

After obtaining these facts Halley set himself 
down to the task of computing its orbit. There are 
few who can understand the difficulties attending 
the solution of the problem ai that day. It suffices 
to say that after he had gone through the maze of 
figures he was astounded at the result. His calcula- 
tions showed that in its aphelion the distance which 
intervened between if and the sun was no legs than 
3,400,000,000 miles. l , 

He was sure his calculations were correct, snd pre- 
dioted that the comet wouid return at the close of 
1758, or the beginning of 1759. He knew he could 
not liv to witness its return, but, modest as all great 
scientists are, ho lost sight of his own fame to giv 
glory to his country. He only asked posterity to do 
justice to his country by remembering that this first 
prediction of a comet's return bad been made by an 
Englishman. 

Now, I ask any fair-minded man to compare this 
scientific triumph with the farcical attitude of old 
Calixtus ITI., and all his deluded and ignorant dupes. 

li the Christien religion be true, the pope must 
hav been under the direct contrel of God. The peo- 
ple believed him to be infallible—one who took his 
cue from Jesus Chriat himself, through St. Peter the 
head of the church.. If there was a man in the world 
who should hav oceupied the very highest position in 
the world among civilized people, it was he. 

If the Christian religion carries with it the ele- 
ments of civilization, Christians ought to hav oecu- 
pied at that time g position which civilized peoples 
would hav envied. It was the noonday of the 
church’s power, and yet we find the pope and all his 
people ringing bells, uttering prayers, and pronoune- 
ing curses upon a comet which had peacefully visited 
us hundreds of times before. 

If Christianity had not been interfered with by 
scientific research, at every unusual appearance in 
nature men would still be upon their knees howling 
like dervishes, and imploring an imaginary power 
which never did and never can help them. Every 
knee would quake and fear would be upon every 
countenance. 

Instead of going down upon his knees, Halley 
went to investigating comets and their orbits. He 
wiped away the cobwebs of superstition by subject- 
ing them to the most rigid analysis, and demonstrat- 
ing to the world that they.were subject to the same 
law which governed the planets in their orderly 
courses. Oh, what a contrast between this scientific 
treatment of a comet and the mummery of the pope 
and his people. 


Instead of working upon the minds of the people 
with objects of fear and dread, Halley satisfied them 
that, for perhaps millions of years, these fiery visit- 


ors had been shooting athwart the sky, and had 


never worked injury to the planet on which we liv, 
or any other. ' 

The most acute minds hav investigated the sub 
ject, and are well satisfied that there is not one 
chance in a million for us to be injured by one of 
these law-abiding travelers. The fears of the peo- 
ple hav been calmed, and, among the more intelli- 
gent, perfect confidence obtained in regard to the 
orderly movements of all celestial bodies. Ob, what 
a boon it has proved to the people to hav these su- 
perstitious fears driven from the mind. 

Having glanced at what can be accomplished when 
mind.is guided by reason, let us see what is accom- 
plished by Christians who put not their trust in an 
“arm of flesh,” but trust in the living God, and who 
are governed by prophecies and revelations, rather 
than reason. 

When I was about ten years old ib was predicted 
that, on a given day, the world would come to an 
end, and I waited with terrible anxiety and awful 
foreboding for the fatal day. I looked upon the 
day preceding as my last day on esrth. On the day 
appointed I was up before the sun, which I watched, 
hour by hour, and then minute by minute, until I 
saw it sink behind the western hille. And it seomed 
as though I had been taken from under a crushing 
weight when night closed in and I was still alive. 
Oh, what a day for a timid, sensitiv boy. The 
horror of that day will never be erased from my 
mind. On that day I could hav been induced to 
pray, or join the church, or do anything else to avert 
the awful calamity. The fear of bell has built up 
the church. It has always been the policy of the 
priesthood, in some way, to keep the people fright- 
ened. Thay are never as pliant as when thoroughly 
scared. How many times s general smash-up has 
been predicted, I am unable to say, and yet the old 
world undeviatingly pursues its course without pay- 
ing any attention to these biblical lunatics. 

But in the year 1842, or about that time, the fright 
was brought to a white heat by announcing that 
Gabriel was on the rampage and would blow his long 
horn without mistake. 

This calculation was based on the prophecies ; the 
whole ground had been gone over; the old tables 
had been recast; every error had been eliminated, 
and the true date of the final destruetion had been 
ascertained. There was only one fact which these 
astute calculators had overlooked, and that was that 
a prophecy is something like a cloud which looks to 
ore man like a whale, and to another like a weasel. 
Well, the date bad been fixed, and men perambulated 
the country exhibiting charts showing all the horned 
end hideous monsters whick ever inhabited earth, 
air, or sea, and many which never existed snywhere. 
I hav seen those charts filled with such horrible 
monsters as would lead one to believe that they had 
been designed by somebody who had snakes in bis 
boots, for they wouid throw avyone into delirium 
tremens who looked at them. Many times I hav 
seen the problem worked out with mathematical ex- 
actness, and the true date arrived at. Then the 
speaker would turn to the audience srd say, “ These 
figures are based upon the word of God.” 

Many believed that God's word must stand, and 
that the end was near. Business was abandoned by 
many, farms were deserted, property was given away. 
What was the use of it all, when in a few days they 
would be caught up into the clouds? Ascension 
robes were prepared and everything made ready for 
the day of doom. À 

When the final day arrived the earth did not 
“melt with fervent heat," the heavens were not 
“rolled together like a scroll,” nor did anyone get 
“caught up into the clouds,” nor was “the sun 
darkened.” But the earth attended strictly to busi- 
nese—revolved upon ifs axis as though it had got 
used to it, and pursued its journey around the sun 
as though it was of too much importance to be inter- 
fered with. 

Such is the folly of Christian calculation resting 
upon the sayings of such men as Moses and David, 
and such the folly of trying to make science conform 
to the babblings of men who were far enough beside 
themselvs to believe that silly drivel was inspired by 
supreme wisdom. That men of the nineteenth cent- 
ury should hav more confidence in the ravings of 
such holy blatherskites than they do in the scientific 
deductions of such men as Copernicus, Kepler, New- 
ton, and Halley, can only be accounted for in one 
way, and that is, that lunatics often believe themselvs 
to be the keenest men in the world. 

Before closing this article I wish to compare one or 
two other scientific triumphs with the nightmare of 
Revelations, and with the prophecies, and the story - 
of the shadow which moved back on the dial, and 
that of the feat of Joshua the great planetary juggler, 
and any other fish story or snake story found in the 
Bible. 

It was not long after the discovery of Uranus that 
geometers fited it out with an orbit, which at first 
represented its place in the heavens. But it was 
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soon found that the planet was gotting out of place. 
It seemed in no way inclined to follow the path 
preseribed for it. Old tables were reviewed and new 
calculations made, but no orbit was constructed to 
correspond with its position. It seemed determined 
to jump the track and bid defiance to every known 
law. It continued to swing out, until in 1838 the 
difference between its actual place and its presented 
path was greater than the distance between the 
earth and the moon. Many theories were given for 
the planet's deviation from its computed place, but 
none gave entire satisfaction. 

Such was the condition: cf the problem when 
Leverier, a young French geometer, undertook a 
solution. 

It would be too difficult to follow Leverier through 
all his calculations, but it msy ba stated that he 
weighed with the utmost exactness every known in- 
fluence which could ffaet. the position of the planet. 
Then he commenced by a series of mathematical 
reasoning to ascertain where the disturbing irfluence 
was located, which by its attracting power was 
dragging the planet out of ite course. 

It would be quite difficult to convey to the mind 
of the general reader an adequate idea of the intrica- 
cies of this profound investigation. 

There was much already known which helped him 
in the solution of the problem. And yet the com- 
plexity of the vast work before him is far out.of the 
reach of those who. hav given but little attention to 
the subject. 

In brief it may be stated thet from the manner in 
which Uranus was pulled out of its orbit, and from 
the distance, Laverier had to cipher out the position of 
e disturbing influence and the power of its attractiv 
ores. 

Oa Sept. 18, 1846, after Leverier had by 
his mathematica! caleulation located the new 
planet, ho wrote to M. Galle, of Berlin, asking him to 
direst his telescope to the point in the heavens where 
his figures had placed the planet, in order that the 
eorreotness of his reasoning might be verified. 

Tho same night that M, Galle received the letters, 
he turned bis telescope to the quarter of the heavens 
indicated by the letter, and there lay the beautiful 
siranger within less than one degree of the place 
pointed out, throwing its light back to us froma 
distanee of more than 3,000,000,000 of miles. 

I can do no more than giv a brief sketch of this 
wonderful scientifis achievement. 

A thousand times it bas been asserted thet the 
Bible is the word of God. And as evidence of what 
is assumed asa fact it is claimed that man could 
never hav produced suck a book. Now I ask any 
fair-minded man to look through the books of Moses, 
and through Revelations aud the gospels, and 
through the prophecies, and see if anything can be 
found at all comparable with this one mental 
achievement. 

I will giv one other instance to show what can be 
accomplished by the human mind without inspiration 
or any help from God, and to show also that ail that 
has ever been said by so-called inspired writers is 
but a3 the chatterings of a magpie compared with 
the great soientifio triumph which I am about to 
notice. 

In the distances between the planets from Mersury 
outward there seems to be something like a harmo- 
nious proportion, with the exception of the distance 
between Mars and Jupiter. Between these two 
planets was found an immense gap, which, so to 
speak, destroyed the “harmony of the spheres.” 

So sure ware astronomers of the existence of an 
unknowa planet, which revolved between Mars and 
Jupiter, that an association of astronomers was Rot- 
ually formed to search for the new planet. 

On Jan. 1, 1801, Piszzi, of Palermo, discovered a 
small planet betwéen the orbits of Mars and Ju- 
piter. He traced it only through four degrees of 
ita orbit when he was taken ill, and the planet was 
lost. 

Every telescope was brought in requisition to re- 
discover the lost planet, but in vain. Gauss, a young 
astronomer, undertook, from these meager data, to 
compute the place of the planet. It must be remem- 
bered that a year had elapsed since the planet was 
seen, and then followed through only four degrees 
of its orbit. : 

Few can conceive the close and rigid analysis that 
thia intricate problem involved. 

After he had completed his ealeulations, he turned 
hig telescope to the point in the heavens where his 
figures had located the planet, and, behold, it burst 
upon his astonished gaze as bright as a diamond. 
Such are the wonderful triumphs of science—such 
the power and scope of the human brain. 

Now let the Bible writers, who had a God to help 
them who knew everything, be compared with these 
grand scientists. From Ganesis to Revelations there 
is not a single chapter which has a scientific basis. 
Think of the Obristian calculations based upon the 
prophecies from which were predicted the end of the 
world, as comparel with the calculations of astro-- 
omers. Think of a great pope, the head of the 
church, and God's viesgerent on earth, who is sup- 
posed, by thoussnds, to bo the greatest man in the 


world, cursing a comet and calling upon an imaginary | derived from the church, neither was it obtained by 


power to withdraw the fiery monster from the sk‘es, 
and millions of his dupes upon their knees asking to 
be delivered from a thing as much subject to law as 
the moon, and just as harmless. Instead of pray- 
Ing, “Deliver us from the comet,” a more rational 
prayer would hav been, “ Deliver us from ignorance." 
Then think of a patient toiler like Halley following 
that comet backward for nearly two thousand years 
—comparing the dates of its appearances, satisfy- 
ing himself that it wae the same comet which had 
appeared, and following it out into space 3,400,000,- 
000 miles and correctly predicting its return after s 
journey of 76 years. 

Were these mighty achievements wrought out by 
studying the Bible, or praying to a God without 
“ body or parts?” I never knew a man who was $l- 
ways poring over his Bible to find out the will of 
God, who was mentally keen. Such men as Coper- 
nicus, Newton, Kepler, Halley, Gauss, and Leverier 
did not obtain their knowledge by studying the Bible. 

I often think how many Newtons and Keplers and 
Halleys there might hav been to bless the world if 
all the time and means spent for religious purposes 
had been used to make the people wiser and better. 
My mind is always stretching forward to a time when 
the mind shall be freed from the trammels of super- 
etition—when most of the precious time will not be 
spent upon subjects which it is impossible for us to 
know anything about, and when the whole power of 
the human intellect shall be turned to the improve- 
ment of the race. i 

While science has weighed worlds as in a balance, 
Christianity bas been on its knees asking an imagi- 
nary power not to damn the human race for doing 
just what that power designed they should do. For- 
if one thing can happen without God's design, then 
the design argument is not worth a penny whistle. 

When Obristianity was at the zenith of its power 
the planets and stars were studied, not to ascertain 
their motions, magnitudes, revolutions, and distance, 
but to build up a Christian science known as astrol- 
ogy. To this so-called science the church was in- 
debted for much of its wealth and power. 

Christian schemers imposed upon the people by 
making them believe that by studying the aspect of 
the planets they could read every page in the book 
of fate snd foretel} future events and predict with 
certainty the success or failure of any enterprise or 
undertaking. 

When the minds of the people were fairly captured 
by this hallucination, and when it is seen what a 
leverage it had on the minds of the masses, it will 
seem like no wonder that vast sums were extorted 
from the Christian simpletons. Ignorant of the true 
principles of astronomy, they regarded every comet 
and eclipse as a harbinger of some awful calamity, and 
these trembling, terror-stricken wretches crowded the 
confessional in every church and cathedral, and in 
many instances they gave up their all to the priest- 
hood. 

Is it any wonder thet astronomers were persecuted 
and put to death for unfolding the cause of the ap- 
pearance of the celestial phenomena which they 
beheld ? 

When it was shown that an eclipse was only the 
shadow of one dark body falling upon another, and 
could do us no more harm than a shadow falling 
upon the ground, and that the time of its oecurrenee 
could be calculated with the nicest exactness, tho 
people could no longsr be frightened out of their 
wits, eclipses ceased to yield revenues to the church, 
and s great burden was lifted from the shoulders of 
the people. 

When it was demonstrated that comets were pesce- 
ful messengers, and their orbits calculated, and their 
return predicted with certsinty, they lost their terror 
and neither pope nor priest could longer extort 
money from the people whom in times before they 
first frightened and then robbed. Until they were 
brought under the searching analysis of scieace they 
were regarded as the precursors of war or famin or 
some other great calamity. Now every celestial phe- 
nomenon is viewed by the eye of science with tran- 
quillity and eager delight. By banishing such super- 
stitious dread from the minds of the people astron- 
omers in a great degree destroyed the power of the 
churoh, and the church burnt astronomers. 

The church insists that a snake persuaded a woman 
to eat an apple six thousand years ago, which so 
thwarted the plans of God that he was compelled to 
kill his own son instead of killing the snake. The 
belief in this story is of more importance to Chris- 
tians than all the scientific achievements which hav 
ever bsen wrought. But has such belief ever done 
the world any good? 

Goodyear, wrestling with poverty and want year 
after year to make the bud of a thought ripen into 
fruit, is a grander subject for contemplation than all 
the snake stories which hav ever been told. There 
i» searcely a house or business or profession that is 
not using some article of utility or comfort as the 
result of that thought. He conferred a greater 
blessing upon the world than all the saviors which 
hav been worshiped or dreamed of. This great bless- 
ing was the result of a scientific mind. It was not 


kneeling in prayer or from reading the Bible. 

There was a Scotchman who scratched his sandy 
head and scratched out an idea. That idea is doing 
more work in England, Scotland, and Ireland alone, 
than could be accomplished by the whole civilized 
world without it. Wherever there is a footprint of 
civilization the blessings of that idea hav been ear- 
ried out. In every home in every country there is 
something of comfort or utility as the outgrowth of 
that ides. It was the engin which rendered the 
power of steam available. And let it never be for- 
gotten thet that idea was born on Sunday. Was 
there any Bible about that? Was that great inven- 
tion the result of prayer—was it a child of the 
church? The plan of salvation dwindles into little- 
ness and nothingness when compared with it. The 
one has cost the world millions of treasure and 
oceans of blood, the other has proved a real savior. 

“Poor John Fitch,” who is really entitled to the 
credit of applying sterm to the propelling of boats, 
conferred & greater blessing upon human kind than 
all the popes and priests who ever imposed upon an 
unsuepecting people. The same is true of Stevenson, 
Guienburg, and Morse, and many others. In short, 
all the great scientific triumphs which hav added such 
innumerable blessings to the people of the nineteenth 
century are in no sense the outgrowth of the church, 
neither are they the creatures of Christianity nor of 
any other system of supsrastural religion. They are 
children of the brain, the result of thought, which 
the church has always tried to cripple and dwarf. 

Of course Christianity claims that wherever the 
people are most on their knees there will be found 
the most grit and push and enterprise, and that the 
fruits of science wiil most hiess the people. That is 
to say that the more weight a horse carries the 
faster he can run. 

To say thet many of these great inventors and sci- 
entists were Christians does not help the matter any 
ue than to say that they bad gray eyes or black 

gir. 

The people who are ever upon their knees and 


| spend halt their time pondering an old book written 


by thogs who had made no proficiency in scientific 
attainments, and spend half they produce in building 
churches and cathedrals, whose cardinal doctrin is 
that their kingdom is not of this world, and that 
they are to take no thought of the morrow, are not 
the ones to blees the world with scientific discoveries 
or great inventions. 

What militates against the Obristian’s claim is the 
fact that as Christianity arose and became dominant, 
European learning declined. When Christianity was 
in the zenith of its power and influence learning was 
at its lowest ebb, and when learning revived Chris- 
tienity declined. The day of great churches was the 
worst day for institutions of learning. When the 
cross was upon every church and grave and banner, 
the teachers of learning were most persecuted. 

Notwithstanding the great inventions and discov- 
eries of tha nineteenth century which so much dis- 
tinguish us, it is next to impossible for ua to meas- 
ure the hights to which we might hav attsined if it 
had not been for the drag-weight of the Christian 
religion. Nor will the human mind ever fully under- 
stand its powers and eapabilities until it is freed from 
the trammela of every system of supernatural relig- 
ion. 

Science has weighed worlds as in a balance, num- 
bered tha stars, and even measured their distances. 
It has harnessed the steam and made the winds do 
the wil of man. It has tamed the lightning and 
brought men within speaking distance throughout 
the civilized world. Through the printing-press a 
speaker has all the civilized peoples of this world as 
an sudience. 

While scientists hav been wrestling with these 
mighty problems, Christianity has been inventing .in- 
struments of torture, and hunting these scientists 
through the world like wolves. While science has 
showered its blessings upon every home, Christisnity 
has deluged the country from the north of Europe 
to the Holy Land with blood. 

With bowed head I pay this tribute of homage to 
science. In the name of outraged humanity I bring 
this terrible indictment against Christianity. 

Naples, N. Y. Joann Pscx. 


—e o 


Tur sound of the Sabbath bell far away, now 
breaking on these shores, does not awaken pleasing 
associations, but melanoholy snd somber ones rather. 
One involuntarily rests on his oar, to humor his un- 
usually meditativ mood. Ii is as the sound of many 
catechisms and religious books twanging a canting 
peal round the earth, seeming to issue from some 
Egyptian temple and echo along the shores of the 
Nile, right opposit to Pharaoh’s palace and Moses 
in the bulrushes, starting s multitude of storks and 
alligators baskiog in the sun.— Thoreau. 

te 

An honest opinion, like an honest dollar, should 
elicit respect. We should demand no more for our 
views than for our property rights, but remember 
thet the like rights of others are part of the same 
system which makes curs porsible —Bierbower. 
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The Miracies of Religion. 
Extracts from a Symposium in the New York Sun. 

1. Do you believe there is such à thing asa miracle, or 
that there has ever been? 

2 What is vour explanation of the miracles referred to in 
the Old and New Testaments? 

8. Can modern magicians, that is, the magicians of to-day, 
duplicate or equal those ancient marvels? 

JOBN RANSOM BRIDGE PRESIDENT OF THE BOSTON THEO- 
SOPHIO SOCIETY. 

: . The firing cf a cannon would be to a 
savage who knew nothing of powder or guns a 
miracle. The wiser a people become the less they 
ean be imposed upon by the priestly hierarchies 
which, wiser than the commor people, hav always 
worked their ‘ miracles” to mystify and delude tha 
igrorant. 

PROF, E. D. COPE, OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

1. Iaterference witn the laws of matter and energy 
is not to ba expected. I hav never known of a case. 

2 Careless observation, inexact recording, and 
absolute fabrication. 

3. They ean perform some of them. Others can 
not be duplicated. 

DR. ALLAN M'LANE HAMILTON. 

1. ås I understand a miracle to be the occurrence 
or performance of an impossibility, I certainly do 
not balieve such a thing has ever taken place, and, 
of course, this means the total disbelief in many so- 
called holy things. As everyone knows (putting 
aside the question of biblical authority). the miracles 
of all agas hav besn shown to be in the most part 


simply forms of deception or iastances of legitimate 


delusion. The elder Disraeli, in his “ Curiosities of 


; Literature,” dryly describes tae thousand and one 


"- jastancas of deception and ths manufacture of spu- 
^. rious relies, mentioning in particular the Gioucester- 


..; ible only to thosa who were not in mortal sin. 


shire miracle of the biood of Onrist, whica was vis- 
It 


& turned out to be the biood of a duck which was eon- 


4 


=| Oracles and many of the supposed workings of the 
. 5 miracles of the scriptures, and those which occasion- 


4 pernatural significance. 


tained in a vial having one sida opaque and the other 


* siđe transparent, and the monk upon whom devolved 
* the duty of showman turaed the side he thought de- 


_ Birabio to the pilgrims, beiug governed somewnat by 
» the size of the offarings made by the latter. The re. 
. ligious history of the Middle Ages is so full of these 
g instances of trickery that there is usually no diffi. 
> culty in divesting the so called miracles of their su- 
Personally, I believe there 
are no miracles that cannot be repeated or explained 
: ju these days of the telephone and phonograph. 
; Houdin, Pepper, and others hav exposed the Delphic 


; ally occur to-day depend upon visual or auditory 
‘illasions or hallucinations. The visions of the pa- 


^, tients in the wards of Saltpetrié-e are as startling in 


: their way as those which hav come to be accepted as 
- inspired. I can very easily imagin how a person in 
: & Btate of religious enthusiasm which borders on in- 
- sanity can believe in a communication from heaven, 


"8nd I see such cases every day. A supposed miracle 
~ „ of great importance in certain religious sects is cu- 


. >that were the reverse. 


'* taneous hemorrhage or stigmatization, which in hys- 


. x terical women is often a symptom of their disease, 


.8nd may sometimes be cured by a strong ‘mental 
& effort. 
. 39. Modern magicians and sleight-of-hand perform. 
< ers, especially those who possess a keen insight into 
-human character and the weaknesses of credulous 
people, are able with very little apparatus to dupli- 
cate many of the ancient marvels, turning water into 
5 wine, taking liberties with fire, and apparently pro. 
ducing tangible and visible materials from space. 
MAGICIAN HERRMANN. 
~ Land 2. I think the “miracles” were simply 
-‘-sleight-of-hand tricks, or what we to-day term illu- 
"sions, practiced by adepts inspired sometimes with 
‘purposes that were laudable, some with purposes 
I think, for instance, that 
‘Moses was an excellent sleight-of-hand performer 
and adept prestidigitateur, who did not hesitate to 
«use his skill in this direction to fortify and strengthen 
..his position as a leader. The ignorant masses are 
-always greatly given to credulity, and sre only too 


`: ready to ascribe anything that their limited under- 


~~ supernatural. 


: standiog and intelligence cannot reason out to the 
Upon very slight provocation they 

‘are ready to shout, “A miracle!" Even in these days 
“of civilization, general education, and popular intel- 
^digence any ordinary magician who chose to fraudu- 
: lently claim that he was gifted with supernatural 

“powers could, by performing some of the commonest 


. ‘and easiest tricks known to magicians, acquire a 


“large following who would uphold him as a super- 

‘natural being and a miracle worker. 
instance, the tendency of thousands in all parts of 
the world who place implicit confidence and belief in 
so-called Spiritualists, clairvoyants, mediums, seventh 
daughters of a seventh daughter, etc. Human nature 
has, and always has had, a strong leaning toward the 
inexplicable, the seemingly supernatural. 
- 8 Magie, like most other mundane matters, has 

' progressed with the advance of time and the perfec. 
tion of mechanical contrivances. I think that the 


. ` magicians of to day are the best magicians the world 
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has ever known. In all probability the performances 


of the anciont magicians hav beeu greatly exagger- 
ated, as most things are spt to become by repetition. 
If we could see those same tricks exactly reproduced 
on some modern stage we should very likely fiud 
them very crude. To answer the question directly, 
I say that I think pretty well any of the old-time 
* marvels” could be reproduced by the magicians of 
to-day, and that they could bs reproduced with im- 
provements on the original psrformance. 

DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 
. . . Those statements in the scriptures which 
set forth facta commonly styled miraculous are, in 
my judgment, false; their falsity coming rather from 
mistakes of fact made in relying upon traditions with 
their primitiv eredulity, whieh is seen in all eastern 
peoples. : 
EELLAR, THE MAGICIAN. 

1. No. Ibeolieve tnere is a natural cause for every 
event, although we may be ignorant often of the 
cause of the phenomenon. As we all hav a grain of 
superstition in our nature we are prone to ascribe to 
some supernatural power things that we do not 
understand. 

2. My opinion is that Christianity is a new form 
of solar worship; that Obrist is a sun god, and thst 
all the miracles ascribed to him in the New Testa 
ment are merely a history of natural events veiled in 
allegory, caused by the sun’s action on the esrih 
For instance, the changing of water into wine is the 
transformation by the sun's warmth of the waters oi 
January into the grapes of September; the charg 
ing the five small loaves into sufficient to feed five 
thousand, and when they had ali eaten there remained 
fragments sufficient to fili twelve baskets, is a mir 
acle performed annually by the sun, when his rays 
fecundste the earth and change the grains sown by 
ihe husbandman into the autumnal! harvests 
Christs death and burial and his resurrection op 
the third day is, in my opinion, allegorical of the 
winter solstica, when the sun is further scuth and 
apparently stands still, as far as his north and south 
ward motion is concerned, for about three day: 
before he starts on his northern course again and 
rises toward the z»nith of his glory to giv comfort, 
cheer, and new life to all countries north of the equa 
tor, that by his absence were left cold, dark, and 
desolate. There are many reasons for believing that 
Christ was the sun personified: He was born on the 
25th of Dacember, when the new sun is bors. 
Christ was ushered in by John the Bapti*t, who bap 
tized with water; the new sun is also ushered in by 
Janus, or Janarius (January). And the sign of Jan 
uary is the waterman. A very singular fact is John 
saying to the multitude: “I indeed baptize you 
with water, but one mightier than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose. 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire.” Christ had twelve apostles; the sun passes 
through the twelve signs of the zodiac. One of the 
apostles was a doubter; his name was Thomas, also 
called Didymus, which being interpreted means a 
twin; the doubting stars in the zodiac are called the 
twins. Regarding the miracles of Moses, some of 
them now take place every year. The changing the 
waters of the Nile into blood occurs every season ; 
when the waters rise they turn to a blood red, caused 
by the flood washing down the red mud from the 
upper countries. The miracle of the plague of lice 
and flies occurs every year; in fact, Egypt is never 
free from these pests. The plague of locusts also is 
& common occurrence in the east ; in fact, I hav seen 
such swarms of them in the air as to obscure the sun 
and turn the day into Egyptian darkness. 

3. No; for reasons I hav examined in answer to 


question 2. 
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Are These Statements True? 
From the New York Herald. 

Theoretically woman suffrage shines with the 
bright electric light of a panaces for all the evils con- 
tained in a political campaign. Practically it is not 
the glittering success which its leaders fondly pre- 
dicted when they obtained a foothold in the Sun- 
flower state. Perhaps the women who carried to 
success the exciting campaign at Edgerton, Kan., 
will not accept just yet any such idea as this. Their 
triumph, as described in a dispatch to the Herald, 
will not lose any of its brilliancy in their eyes until 
they hav experienced the difficulties and vexations of 
administering government. Then so many of the 
men think they will be only too anxious to lay down 
their new-found powers. 

As each succeeding election comes, the female vote 
grows smaller and beautifully less, until it has now 
come to be a recognized fact that the only female 
voters who go to the polls to drop their ballots are 
those who insist that they are ladies and those who 
think they hav a principle to maintain by upholding 
their franchise. 

There are a few reasons why the suffrage for 
women will never be a political success. These 
hav been developed in the recent municipal elections 
throughout Kansas. When women find that equal 
suffrage means social equality on and for a few weeks 
before election day they begin to hesitate before 


frage cut much of a figure. 


they will place themaelvs in such a position that they. 
may be compelled to appear on the same sccial plane 
as theirservaut. This oue question of social equality 
cuts by far the largest figure in the matter of infla- 
ence on the day of election of all things that are cal. 
culated to bias the mind of the voter. 

Then, too, there is the spprehension which arises 
in the minds of most women that they will be accused 
of having been influenced by some other of their sex 
who may be one of the activ workers for their candi- 
dates. This alone has caused a woman to vote for 
an aspirant for offica whom she bas used influence 
against before the day of election. 

In fifty-seven cities in Kansas elections were held 
last week, but only in a few of them did female suf. 
The female vote was an 
element in all the elections, but in most of the cities 
it was merely an incident to which little importance 
was attached. In some of tha elections, however, 
the female vote and the consequence thereof were of 
more than ordinary importance. An instance in 
point was the election of Mrs. Dr. Jackson, at Em- 
poria. This lady was nominated for member of the 
school board, and her opponent was a leading drug- 
gist who has many times been under arrest for viola- 
tions of the Marray law. One would naturally sup- 
pose that the women would turn out en masse in 
support of one of their own sex, especially when she 
was standing as the exponent of temperance against 
a known Jawbreaker. 

But Mrs. Jackson, in addition to her aspirations 
politically, aimed at being a social leader, aud in this 
she overstepped the bound placed by the social lead- 
ers in ker city. A council of the elect was called, 
and it was decided to make a fight on Mra. Jackson 
and elect the whisky.seller. Here is where one of 
the anomalies of the election comes iu. The temper- 
ance men, the church men, and ail that class of citi- 
zens who are recognized as being the exponents of 
law, order, snd morality, were ranged on one side, 
whils on the other were their wives hobnobbing with 
the bum element aud buttonholing toughs and 
aegroes in their endeavor to defeat & woman polit- 
ically whom they did not desire to become a leader 
socially. Prohibition was thrown to the winds when 
social distinction was in danger of being invaded by 
one who was not thought to be one of the elect. . 

Bat in the defeat of her opponent at the poils Mrs. 
Jackson gained a double victory. Her campaign was 
eondueted.in an admirable manner, and her tact was 
so great that she weat through the fight without 
causing harsh feelings, and the result was that she 
was given the social as well as the political distino. 
tion she desired. 

Probably the most striking incident of the whole 
range of election was the campaign at Salina. The 
election was for aldermen and members of the schoo! 
board. The suffragists nominated lady candidates 
from the third and fourth wards for membera of the 
school board. There was a bitter fight against the 
nomination of women, and the anti-euffragists deter- 
mined to deal the whole fabris a death blow. Mrs. 
James Roberson, the wife cf a leading merchant, and 
Mrs. Frank Anderson, the wife of a lawyer, were the 
candidates. They were recognized as being two of 
the best educated ladies in the city, and it was a dif- 
ficult matter to get anyone to allow his name to be 
used against them for the position, as it would mean 
almost social extinction for their families, even 
though they should be elected. 

Late at night, just before the election, the anti- 
suffragists met and concocted a plan which was car- 
ried to a successful ending next day. The colored 
element is a power at the polls at Salina, and neither 
side had ever recognized the negroes when it came 
to the distribution of the offices. Here then was 
their chance of defeating the women and making the 
whole thing obnoxious, not only to the ladies but to 
the men who were backing them. . Both Mrs. Rober- 
son and Mrs. Anderson had colored servants. Lydia 
Fulkerson and Mollie Booker were the dusky damsels 
who found themselvs suddenly lifted out of their ob- 
seurity and placed on the pinnacle of political equal- 
ity. 

It was not a difficult task to persvade the girls to 
allow their names to be used. They were to'd that 
if they failed of election they need hav no fear of los- 
ing a position by their action, for their nominators 
would see that they could rule a kitchen if not a 
school board. What was the horror of the proud 
dames next morning, when they donned their best 
apparel and started on their campaign, to find that 
their cooks were ahead of them in the field, and 
were using all the family secrets which had been 
learned during their reign below-stairs to create an 
impression sgainst their whilom mistresses? The 
fight was on, and it was too late to retreat. It was 
a question of life or death for the suffregista, yet 
they could use no arguments against their opponents 
that would not redound to their own defeat. They 
dare not ask the people to reject them on account of 
their color, for that would be going against their 
own avowed principles. They could not bring their 
sex against them, for that would be talking against 
themselvs. 

. Here was a dilemma, and they could grasp neither 
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horn. The only thing they could depend upon was 
their individual popularity, ard they at ence began 
to work the voters in true candidate's style. Hacks 
were furnished the colored women by their aponsors 
and all day long the batile raged. The negroes 
voted solidly for their own race and the whites were 
badly split. It was decided to carry the war into 
Africa, and the’ ladies were seen riding around’ the 
negro quarters soliciting votes with an energy that 
would hav done credit to & candidate for mayor 
where the office was worth thousands of dollars, in- 
stead of being done for an offiae which psid nothing 
except abuse to the holder from everyone else in the 
district. 

All day long they worked, but the colored women 
seemed to hav the “ pull," and went into c fice with 


an overwhelming majority. The soffrsgists were: 


taught the woes of the candidate end the ladies were 
compelled to accept the situation, and their only sat- 
isfaction was derived from the hasty manner in which 
they sent their ungrateful help out into the cold 
world. 

Hiawatha remembered its experienoe of last year 
and the offices went begging. The ladies had 
enough of it, and the men said they felt so much 
relieved since the women had taken the matter of 
governing from them that they did not care to re 
sume the reins. The result was that only two hun- 
dred votes were polled and nobody would hav the 
position of councilman. A school board was elected, 
but Hiswatha is governed by the same set of alder. 
men, or women, if you please, who ran things last 
year. They caught the place then and can’t let go. 
It was one of the curious incidents of the workings 
of woman’s suffrage. The women had enough of 
their power, but were unable to get free from the 
net which they had drawn about themselvs. Instead 
of working for an election the soliciting was to get 
some one to help them let go. 


At Manhattan the taste of brief authority was not 
so bitter. At this city the ladies two years ago capt 
ured all the offices from mayor down to janitor of 
the school-house. They were in full control cf the 
whole political machine and ran it as if they had 
served their full apprenticeship at the business. 
They appointed women as judges and clerks of the 
election, and placed a ticket in the field in which men 
were not recognized. The Republicans and Damc- 
crats both had tickets out, but when election day 
came they “ were not in it.” 

One of the prominent lady candidates is the proud 
mother of tivo fine babies born last January. Her 
husband is an outspoken opponent of women’s suf- 
frage, and has spent much time in electioneering 
against the woman's ticket. The leaders of the Rs 
publican party depended upon him to do much poll 
work on election day. But the hours went by and he 
came not. At last, when the managers saw that 
things were in a bad shape, they sent a messenger 
to the house to find out what had become cf their 
worker. Mrs. Williams, the wife, had been at the 
polls and around the city all day doing good service 
for the cause cf suffrage, but Williams was not to be 
found. 

The messenger arrived at the house and found the 
man who was supposed to be able to sway the multi- 
tudes, sitting with a baby on each knee, holding two 
nursing-bottles, from which the infants were obtain- 
ing their sustenance. His wife had asked him to 
hold the children for a minute and then basely left 
him tied to the house with no possible way of getting 
away until she cams and relieved him. She had 
taken all the ladies of her acquaintance into her 
confidence and they not only refused to relieve him, 
but had prevented him from biring anyone to take 
his place long enough to let him go to vote. A 
council of war was held and it was determined that 
the men should take turn about in caring for the 
“kids” while Williams went to the polls. Au at- 
tempt was made to carry this into execution, but the 
infants set up such a howl of protest that the poor 
man was left to his fate. 

At Leavenworth the Republicans placed four 
women on their ticket, but the Democrats made a 
clean sweep. The Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union took a hand in this fight and marshaled their 
forces to do electioneering at the polis where the 
voting for the women was to be. They set dainty 
tables with free lunch and invited all who would to 
partake of their ocffse and sandwiches. But the 
men had not yet been educated up to the use of 
coffae as a campaign beverage and were easily per- 
susded to follow a man who would hold up to view 
a telismanic beer-bottie cork. The lunch was ele- 
gant, but it wasn’t the right stuff to arouse o&m- 
paign enthusiasm. ; 

Probably Kansas City, Kan., showed more olearly 
the objectionable festures of woman’s suffrage than 
any other city in the state. This city is the home of 
an element which bears the generic title of “ hobo.” 
That liv in what is known as “ Hell's Half Acre.” 
In this locality the “hobo” is both male and female, 
and if there are any odds to be given for vileness, it 
goes to the favor of the female. Still, the women of 
this city bad a principle at Stake, and it was necessary 


| to carry “ Hell's Half Acre” in the interest of one of 


being employed in uses which are prejudicial to the interests 
of the public. 

The defendant in this case founds his defense upon the 
claim, as urged by his counsel, that this was not a scheme 
to defraud. In order to lay the foundation, and to establish 
the ground of the accusation contained in this indictment, 
as the jury will see from what the court has just said, it is 
necessary that the scheme should be fraudulent and, sec- 
ondly, that the mail should be ueed in the prosecution of 
that scheme. Tne question of fact is. upon this first head, 
what was the intention, or more precisely, what was the 
belief of the defendant as to his capacity or power to get 
answers to questions contained in sealed letters from the 
spirits of the departed. 

Now, gentlemen, every man has an absolute right to 
believe what he will. - It is a phase of religious privilege 
which is guaranteed by the fundamental Jaw of the lard to 
every Citizen. This right of belief and the right of associa- 
tion for its promulgation is complete, and the party holding 
any belief may engage in any practice founded upon it un- 
less he thereby injures the peace and welfare of the public. 
A man may not carry his belief into conduct which is ipjuri- 
ous to the public and contrary to law. This is a distinction 
of great importance in view of the guarantee of religious 
freedom and of opinion in all matters of belief which is 
secured by the constitutions of the several states, and in 
large meaeure by the Constitution of the United States. It 
is the difference between belief and action, of opinion and 
conduct in practical matters. If a man carries his belief 
into a practice or business involving a fraud, and known by 
him to be such, he is liable to be dealt with by the law, and 
if he also uses the mails to promote such business, he is 
liable to indictment and punishment in ihe courts of tbe 
United States. The interests of society require that every 
man’s conduct should conform to the law; and while it pro- - 
rects him in his freedom of opinion and belief in all religious 
or spiritual matters, it will not permit him, under the guise 
of that belief, to do a thing which the laws of the country 
condemn.. To permit this (to employ the langnage of the 
Supreme Court of the United States in dealing with an 
analogous question) would be to make the professed 
.doctrins of religious belief superior to the law of the land, 
and in effect to permit every citizen to become a law unto 
himself. There could be no government under such circum- 
stances, and it could not be tolerated. 

Upon the question whether there is an intent to devise a 
scheme to defraud, the rule is this: If the scheme be sdapted 
in its plan to work a fraud upon others, and the defendant 
knew that a material representation therein contained and 
calculated to deceive was not true, or i? he did not believe 
that it was true, then the intent is mde out. Bo that the 
-material question here is, did the defendant devise his scheme 
or business in good faith? Did he believe that he could 
obtain answers to sealed letters from the spirits of the 
departed relative and friends of the inquirere? Evidence 
has been laid before you bearing upon this question, and you 
are the sole judges of its weight, credit, and the «ffect to be 
given to it. You are to look at this proof and determin the 
issue by the exercise of your own sound sense. You must 
not abandon the search of truth upon the suggestion that the 
elements of inquiry are not open to your pursuits, if your 
reasons seem to you sufficient to see the facts. In other 
words, you are not to disregard or fail to giv effect t^ your 
own convictions, upon the testimony, about the facts. by 
a cloud of mysteries which you cannot penetrate. For the 
purpose of administering the law we must adhere to what is 
practical, and solve all questions by the best practical means 
at hand. No man has a right to embark in a business and 
insist that the legality of it shall be tested by principles 
heyond the understandirg of others, and not by the appre- 
hension of the courts and juries of the country, if when tried 
avd tested by common human understanding the purpose is 
found mischievous and unlawful. 

In order to convict this respondent, you must find upon 
the evidence, beyondza reasonable doubt, that he did not 
believe that he could do what he represented he could do. 
All the other questions in the case are eliminated by conces- 
sion, so that the whole case is resolved into the question of 
the defendant’s good faith in the conception and prosecution 
of his scheme. If he acted in good faith then there was 
nothing Criminal in what he did, because the Jaw looks, in 
determining the question of fraud, to the intent with which 
the act charged to hav been done was done. The court 
does not feel called upon to elaborate any more fully in 
these instructions to the jury in this case, for the reason that, 
as already stated, the point is simple. There is but.one ques- 
tion of fact for you to determin in view of the testimony in 
the case, and that is, to repeat it again, Did the defen‘ant 
believe that what he pretended he could do he could do? It 
is a question of actual good faith. If this was a scheme 
gotten up by him, without any belief on his part that he 
could get answers to sealed letters from the spirits of the 
dead, avd if, without regard to the question of his ability to 
do this, he devised this scheme for the purpose of imposing 
upon and gulling the public, and getting money through 
that means, it was a fraud and should be denounced a8 such. 
If, on the other hand, he honestly believed he could do this 
which he advertised he could do, then there is no fraud. 

Now, gentlemen, you must apply your own sound discre- 
tion and common sense to the case, and determin it, in view 
of what is conceded, upon the effect which you giv the testi- 
mony in the case upon the point, which has been presented 
as the issue. 


The jury retired and took one ballot, when they 
returned a verdict of guilty as charged. The verdict 
produced a decided sensation in the court room, and 
many of the doctor’s friends were stricken with grief. 
The defendant and his affianced were as calm as 
usual however. 'The defendant was released on a 
bond of $1,500, and thirty days were given in which 
to move for a new trial. 


the aldermen. The ladies shuddered at the prospect, 
and only two of them were brave encugh to go down 
among the heathen on their missionary work They 
will never repeat the experience. They were received 
with mock humility by the denizens of the delectab'e 
neighborhood and escorted throvgh ail the vilest 
portions ef the section until they had been fully 
shown, ard then a howling mob of women reviled 
and jeered at them until they were compelled to call 
for police assistance to escort them cut. 
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Protestant Clerical Hypocrisy. 
! From the Manitoba Free Press. 

It is proposed, or has been, to do away with all 
fax exemptions. It has been held that ckurches and 
church property should be taxed, the same es prop 
erty of any other kind. They are benefited by 
municipal improvemente—hav their electric lights 
and sidewalks and fire protection in common with 
the rest of the municipality; they should, therefore, 
it is claimed, be made to pay their share of the cost. 
Exemption, sgain, is but another narae for state 
endowment. Every religious denomination in the 
province of Manitoba possessing property that is 
exempt from taxation is endowed by the state to the 
amount of that exemption. This should bs clear to 
everyone. 

With few exceptions the Protestant clergymen of 
Winnipeg hav bsen urging the government to make 
short work with separate schools. There should 
be no connection, they said, between church and 
state. By granting public moneys to separate 
schools the state was simply endowing the Catholic 
church. That was their strong argument. Why 
should thia particular church be favored more than 
the others? It is a downright outrage that $1 of 
publie money should go to the support of separate 
schools in which the distinctiv tenets of the Catholic 
church were taught. What was this but the perpet- 
uation of the connection between church and .tate, 
which Protestants in Canada had renounced? 
Away, then, with separate schools, and down with 
those Catholic privileges. Such was the cry, joined 
in from the highest to the lowert. It was useless to 
point out that separate schools were as much entitied 
to state aid as the Protestant schools; that the 
money waa given in both cases in aid of education, 
not of this church or that. Separate schools were 
Catholic schools and no good Protestant required to 
know more. Through those schools the Catholic 
church was endowed by the state, and that must no 
longer be tolerated in this free British country. 
Away with them. 

Bub exemptions——ab, that is quite another ques- 
tion. To do away with church exemptions—which 
is another name for church endowment—would be to 
hit us Protestants as well as the Catholics. That 
will never do. All well enough to abolish separate 
schools, for that hits Catholics only; but to abolish 
exemptions comes home to us as well. We are quite 
willing to ory out against any union of church and 
state so long as Catholics alone are affected, bui 
where we are concerned it is really a very good thing. 
As gcod Protestants, we are rather glad than other- 
wiss to hav every Cathclic privilege abolished ; but 
our privileges, gentlemen of the legislature, are to be 
preserved and respected. So hands off church 
exemptions, which means 80 much money in pocket 
to us. 

Readers of the free press who hav kept an eye on 
our news and correspondence columns will bear wit- 
ness to the sudden change of tune, as also that this 
is the burden of the present one. There are Prot. 
estants by the hundred in Manitoba who will blush 
at the inconsistency of the men who are content to 
stand by and applaud the raid on the Roman Ostho- 
lios, while they are thus zealously careful to protect 
their own privileges. So long as church property is 
exempt from taxation there is the most direct connec- 
tion between church and stato It was through a 
pretended horror of the principle involved in that 
connestion that there was so much union among 
local divines in depriving Catholics of their schools. 
But in these there was no church endowment, while 
in what they are now seeking to preserve for them- 


selvs there is. 
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W. E. Reid Convicted. 


From the Grand Rapids, Hich., Telegram-Herold of April "th. 


The Reid trial is ab last ended. When the United 
States court opened Saturday morning, Judge Sev- 
erens delivered his charge to the jury, which is as 
follows : 

Gentlemen of the jury: The indictment in this case, in 
several counts, charges what, for practical purposes, may be 
regarded as substantially the same offense. 

The substance of the charge is that the defendant, having 
contrived a scheme to defraud the public, employed the 
mails of the United States in the prosecution of that scheme. 
That, shortly stated, is the substance of the offense with 
which the defendant is charged. There is a statute of the 
United States upon which this indictment is framed, which 
in effect, makes the use of the United States mails in further- 
ance of a gcheme to defraud previous'y formed by the party 
so using the mails, an offense. The policy being, to prevent 
the facilities afforded by our postal arrangements, from 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Mr. James A. SxriproN will deliver his lecture on ‘ The 
Evolution of the Mechanic Arts,” at the Liberal Club meet- 
ing, Friday evening, April 18th, at 220 East Fifteenth 
street. 


Tug Secular Union of Des Moines, Is., held its quarterly 
meeting for the election of officers Sunday evening, March 
31st. For president, Franklin Steiner; vice-president, 
T. A. Carpenter; secretary, Mrs. N. Zediker ; treasurer, 
Mrs, D. H, Cross; financial secretary, A. L. Yoeman. 
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Communications, 


A Search for a Christian. 


The writer has many times been solicited by minis- 
ters of the gospel and other self-styled Christians to 
unite with the church, or, as they expressed it, to 
become a Christian, and when I asked what consti- 
tutes a Christian, they hav almost invariably replied 
to the effect that Christianity consists in believing 
the Bible and following the teachings of Jesus Christ 
as laid down in the New Testament. 

This agrees with the definitions in Websters Dic- 
tionary, where I find that a Christian is ona who 
professes to believe, or is assumed to believe, in the 
religion of Chrisi—especially one whose inward and 
outward life is conformed to the doctrin of Christ. 
I find by the same authority that Christianity is the 
religion of Christians, the system of dcctrins and 
precepts taught by Christ. But I hav searched in 
vain for a single follower of these docirius and pre- 
cepts, or s single one whose inward and outward life 
is eonformed to the doctrins of Christ. Nevertheless 
each one of the holy brothers with whom I hav 
spoken claims that he tries to follow sl! of them, 
although he does everything which Christ forbade 
and neglects everything which he commanded, and 
this, so far as I can discover, has but one exception. 


` And when I ask for explanation I am told that Christ 


does not mean what he says. 

We are commanded to wash each other's feet 
(John xiii, 14-15), but Christian friends say he means 
that we must not wash them literally, but in a spirit- 
ual sense. But he washed the feet of his disciples 
literally, saying: “I hav given you an example that 
ye should do as I hav done.” And if we fail to do 
80, he may well exclaim, “Why oall ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I say” (Luke vi, 
46)? 

. We are forbidden to hav riebes. “A rich man 
shall hardly enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mait. 
xix, 23; Mark x, 23; Luke xviii, 24). “It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needie than 
for & rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven" 
(Matt. xix, 24; Mark x, 25; Luke xviii, 25). “If thou 
wilt be perfect, go and sell all thou hast and giv to 
the poor” (Mati. xix, 21; Mark x, 21). “Yet lackest 
thou one thing, seil al! that thou hast and distribute 
unto the poor" (Luke xviii, 22). But they tell me 
that he does not mean what he says, but only those 
who are very rich and make ill use of their wealth. 
But what is ill use? They say that the word all 
does not mean all but a very small part. “Sell all 
that thou hast and giv to the poor” means to giv 
one per cent or less. “What shall it profit a man if 
he gain the whole world and lose his own soul" 
(Mark viii, 36; Luke ix, 25)! Yet every Christian 
in the world is trying £o gain all he can of it. * Woe 
unto you that are rich” (Luke vi, 24). ‘So likewise 
whoscever he be of you that forzaketh not all that he 
hath cannot be my disciple" (Luke xiv, 33). Here 
again ia the word all, which, of course, means a small 
part of wealth and no part of anything else. ‘ When 
thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, and the blind” (Luke xiv, 13). But no Chris. 


tian does this. They sometimes giv crusts to tramps 


and beggars, but feast only those who are able to 
feast them in return, and which is positivly forbid- 
den. “ When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call 
not thy friends nor thy brethren, neither thy kingmen 
nor thy rich neighbor, lest they also bid thee agsin 
and a recompense be made thee" (Luke xiv, 12). 
But these are the very ones who are always called, 
because when Christ forbids us fo call our rich 
friends, brethren, kinsmen, and rich neighbors, he 
means that we must call them, in order that we may 
be recompensed for the all that we hav given to the 
poor. 

If there is gny one thing between the lids of the 
“holy” Bible which Jesus Christ condemned in the 
clearest, most positiv and emphatic language, it is 
the ownership of property. But there is nota Chris- 
tian in the world but who owns or desires to own 
property. “And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say" (Luke vi, 46)? 

We will next consider the sayings of our Lord and 
savior regarding the cbservance of the Sabbath. 
We find that he was himself a Sabbath-breaker. He 
went through the corn fields. He and his disciples 
niucked ears of corn on the Sabbath day (Matt. xii, 
1; Mark, ii, 23; Luks vi, 1), and defended the 
same, Saying that priests profane the Sabbath and 
are blameless (Matt. xii, 5). He healed the sick and 
the lame, restored the blind, and commanded a man 
to carry his bed on the Sabbath day (John v, 8). 
“Ars ye angry at me because I hav made & man 
whole on the Sabbath day” (John vii, 23)? “What 
man shall there be among you that shall hav one 
sheep, and if it fall into & pit on the Sabbath day, 
will he not lay hold of it and lifi it out" (Matt. xii, 
11)? “It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath day” 
(Matt. x, 11; Luke vi, 9). “Thou hypoerit; doth 
not each one of you on the Sabbath day loose his ox 
or bis ass from the stall and lead him away to water- 
ing” (Luke xiii, 15))? “Ought not this woman . 


. + of nearly all Christian families. 


be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day” 
(Luke xiii, 16)? “The Sabbath was made for man, 
not man for the Sabbath. The son of man is Lord 
also of the Sabbath” (Mark ii, 27, 28). 

Christians eall Sunday the Sabbath and pretend 
to observe it, although there is not a word in the 
whole of the New Testament to authorize such ob- 
servance, and not only do they violate the will of 
their Lord themselvs by neglecting to follow his ex- 
ample, bat they will not allow others to follow it. 
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath,” but Christian law makes it just the re- 
verge. “It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath day," 
but if I want to save my hay or esre for my crops on 
that day I am prevented by Christians, who neither 
do well nor allow others to do so. “And why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say ? 

* Forgiv thy brother not seven times, but seventy 
times seven” (Matt. xviii, 22). “Resist not evil; if 
smitten on one cheek, turn also the other (Matt. v, 
39; Luke vi, 29). Did any Obristian in the world 
ever do that? Instead of forgiving seventy times, 
an offense is rarely forgiven at all. Brothers sre 
beaten and abused, clapped into prison, fined, and 
sent to the gallows by people who call themselva 
brothers in Christ. 

If any man tske your coat by law, giv him a cloak 
also (Matt. v, 40; Luke vi, 29). But giving a cloak 
seems to mean giving a kiok, for if caught, the thief 
is imprisoned, or the one who sues is hated and de- 
spised, receiving curses instead of a cloak. 

If compelled to go a mile, go twain (Matt. v, 41). 
But uo Christian who was compelled to go anywhere 
against his will ever doubled the smount of that 
compulsion; but they resist evil, or what they con- 
sider evil, in every possible manner, and continually 
seek vengeance instead of forgiving seventy times 
seven times. Yet they claim to be following the 
footsteps of Christ. O hypoorits! ‘why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say ?” 

“Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat 
: or what ye shall put on. Is not life more 
than meat and body more thai raiment?’ (Matt. vi, 
25) Bat we are told that the command, take no 
thought, means that we must take thought, and for 
the very things forbidden. Of course Christ always 
mesne just the reverse cf what he says. 
told that it is impracticable or impossible to follow 
such commands, which is simply saying that Christ 
did not know what he was talking sbout, or that he 
is unable to fulfill his promises. “ Take no thought 
for the morrow” (Matt. vi, 34; Luke xii, 22). This, 
of course, means that we must take thought for the 
morrow. We must sow our seed in autumn and 
Spring for the next summer’s crops. We must raise 
wheat in summer in order to hav bread the next 
winter. 'Take no thought for the morrow means 
that we must be continually thinking and providing 
for the future. Oh, yes; Christ always means just 
what he did not say, and never what ke did say ! 

I cannot accuse Christians of loving work any too 
well, but they do it because they must, and, as they 
say, because it is a religious duty. Certainly. Christ 
says: “Behold the fowls of the sir, for they sow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, yet 
your heavenly father feedeth thém, are ye not much 
better than they? Consider the lilies of the 
field how they grow, they tcil not neither do they 
spin, and yet I aay unto you that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
. . . shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, 
what shall we eat or what sball we drink, or where- 
withal shall we be clothed? For after all these 
things do the gentiles seek. i But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. vi, 
26-33). Then there is no reason or necessity for the 
vast amount of labor performed by humanity in 
order to liv. The fowls of the air sow not, neither 
do they reap nor gather into barns, and why should 
we? Our heavenly father feedeth them and are we 
not much better than they? The lilies of the field 
toil not neither do they spin, and why should we? 
If God so clothe the grass of the field, shall he not 
much more clothe us? Shall we not sit down in the 
grass, or upon a rotten log, fold our arms, say, 
“ Lord, I believe," and wait for food and clothing to 
come tumbling out of heaven? Oh; no; Christ did 
not mean what he said, bu& something which he did 
not pay, and which directly opposes what he did say. 
But “the father hath committed all judgment to the 
son” (John v, 22), and what is the use of our calling 
him Lord, Lord, unless we are willing to do the 
things which he says, and not what we may think he 
means. 

“ If any man come unto me and hata not his father 
and mother, and wife and children, and brethren and 
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke xiv, 26). I regret that some people 
who call themselva Christians do follow this com- 
mand, but the majority do not. There seems to be 
love, or af least a kindly fesling, among the members 
But we must hate 


Or we are]. 


our relative, or we cannot be disciples of Christ. 
But he did not mean that, they say. Oh, no, of 
coursa when he says hate he means love. “I come 
not to send peace, but a sword,” I am come to put 
man ab a variance against man (Matt. x, 34). This 
may he considered the one exception, the one com- 
mand of Christ which Christians hav always followed 
with great zeal. History is & record of bloodshed 
and carnage, and, as Ingersoll says, "the world is 
covered with forts to protect Christians from other 
Christians.” In this one instance they hav ealled 
him Lord, Lord, and dono the thing which he said. 

“Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of 
you" (Luke vi, 26) But there is not a shurch- 
member in Christendom who does not seek or desire 
fame and popularity, or who does not prefer a good 
name to precious ointment ; but of course the Lord 
did not mean what he said. 

“They which shall ba accounted worthy to attain 
that world, neither marry, nor are given in marriage” 
(Luke xx, 34), From this we must infer that they 
who marry ghall not be accounted worthy to attain 
that world; but ii seems that he did not mean that 
either, when we consider the amount of marrying 
done in the church. 

But Christ said black, therefore he means white. 

But let us see what our great redeemer says about 
prayer. “ When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrits are, for they love to pray in the syna- 
gogs and on the corners of the streats that they may 
be seen of men `. but when thou prayest 
enter into thy closet and when thou baat shut thy 
door, pray in seeret " (Matt. vi, 5, 6). 

But there is nof a church which has not ita public 
prayers. Very few people, if any, ever enter their 
closets and shut the doors for the purpose of secret 
prayer. The Salvation Army how! about the corners 
of the streets; Methodists, and some other denom- 
inations, during their revival meetings, jump and 
shout like a set of maniacs, but since Christ always 
means just the reverse of what he says, public prayer 
is consistent with his teachings. “And all things 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, ye shall receive” 
(Matt. xxi, 22) “If ye sbide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shail ask whatsoever ye will and it 
shall be done unto ycu" (John xv, 7). "And what- 
soever ye shall ask in my name that will I do. . . 
If ye shall ask anythi-g in my name I will do it” 
(John xiv, 13, 14). It seems that he did not mean. 
any of these things either, for Christisns daily ask; 
hundreds of thousands of things which are never- 
granted. Almost the entire Christian world prayed: 
for the recovery of Garfield; thousands prayed for 
the deliverance cf themselvs, or their friends, from. 
the terrors of the Johnstown flood; a dozen help. 
less girls in the upper story of a burning building in. 
Indianapolis, beyond human help, prayed for rescue ; 
hundreds of horroz-stricken spectators prayed also, 
but our loving savior allowed them to suffer a most. 
cruel death, although he says: ‘‘ Whatscever ye shall: 
ask in my name that will I do.” 

The most probable explanation of this is that he 
did not mean what he said, 2.e., that he would not 
do what we may ssk in his name, or that we call him 
Lord, Lord, and do not a single thing that he says ; 
and he is, therefore, relieved of ali obligations. 

He approved the use of wine, made it an emblem 
of his blood, and even became a distiller of wine 
himself (John ii, 7, 8). But Ohristians desire to be 
advocates of temperance, gospei temperance indeed, 
but, in this instance, he has occasionally laid a heavy 
hand upon his disobedient subjects. He burnt Tal- 
mage’s Tabernacle, ond, in a still more striking in- 
stance, sent a cyclone upon Waehington Court House, 
O., which tore out a number of churches, wrecked. 
several more, but carefully avoided the saloons, not. 
harming one of them. Had it been juat the reverse, all 
Christendom would hav bowled about the vengeance 
of God visited upon the saloons; as it is, they are 
quiet. 

My search for a Christian is ended. I hav failed 
to find a sivgle one who follows the teachings of our 
great redeemer except in the matter of cutting the 
others’ throats; failed to find a single one who ia 
followed by the sigus which were to be the teat of 
the believer; failed to find one who can caat out 
devils, speak with new tongues, take up serpents, 
drink deadly things with impunity, or lay hands on 
the sick and heal them (Mark xvi, 17, 18). Well 
may the loving savior look from his great throne 
down upon his pretended followers and exclaim: © 
“Why call ye me Lord, Lord, snd do not the things 
which I say?” 

“Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. vii, 21). 

Locust Corner, O. Cnas. O. Hays. 


Kissing the Book. 

There appears to be a great deal of trouble occur- 
ring in the courts recently in the administration of 
oaths. To me it seems like nonsense and foolish- 
ness, whether it be by the uplifted hand, burning 
papers with prayers written cn thera, by joas-sticks, 
by crosses, or by kissing a book, dirty, greasy, and 
filthy outwardly, and full of dirt, swut, filth, and ob- 
scenity inwardly. 
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What is the use of any kind of monkey-show about 
the business, anyway? A simple affirmation, under 
the pains and penalties of perjury, to tell so much of 
the truth as the court and counsel will permit, to the 
best of one’s knowledge and ability, ought to be 
sufficient. 

A far better wey than that would be to hay all 
oaths bills repealed. Lt perjury be defined as giv- 
ing false testimony. Then enact that all testimony 
before any and all officers shall be under the pains 
and penalties of perjury. That would place all men, 
saints aud sinners, citizens and aliens, on a common, 
Jegal level before the law. 

Then John Smith would tell his story. Pat 
O'Flyon would tell his, and Ah Sin, Ole Oleson, 
Hans Dumblespreocht, e? al, would tell theirs, while 
the jury would sift and weigh their testimony just 
the same as now. And if any of them were untruth- 
ful, they could be prosecuted for it just the same as 
if they had kissed a book, dirty and greasy on the 
outside, and dirtier and filthier on the inside. 


For myself, I would as soon think of kissing the. 
caudal appendage of a mud monkey as of kissing. 


any book, and especially one so vile and filthy that 
it could not be admitted into a mail-bag. 

Judge Arnold was right, and I say, all honor to 
the young lady that had bravery and independence 
enough to assert ber right. I thank her for her act 
more than I can tell. I doff my hat to her and the 
judge, hoping that their rebellion may be as near the 
end of legal superstition as John Brown's was near 
the end of human slavery. L. L. Goopwin. 

St. Elmo, Tenn., April 6, 1890. 


Ot 
Our London Letter. 


Mr. Gladatone has contributed toa semi-reiigious 
publication the first of a series of articles on “ The 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” It is only 
the power of hia name that give any importance to 
these, as, to judge by the present instalment, there is 
nothing said likely to be of any importance to a 
Freethinker, whatever it may appear to a believer. 
As he is willing to grant to specialists the right of 
negativ aud destructiv inquiries as to sge, text, and 
authorship of the books of the Bible, only holding to 
himself the ideas couveyed by them, he practically 
givs up the defense, as he thereby tacitly admits that 
the dootrin of inspiration is untenable, and more 
fully when he goes on to acknowledge certain limita- 
tions, as, imperfect comprehension of that which was 
communicated ; imperfect expression of what had 
been comprehended ; Ispse of memory in written 
transmissions ; changes with the lapse of time in the 
sense of words; variations arising from renderings 
into different tongues, snd that there are three variant 
chronologies of the Old Testament according to the 
Hebrew, the Septuagint, and the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch. And he wishes his readers to look at the 
subject as they weuld at the British constitution or 
the poetry of Shakspere. Why, he is actually ad- 
mitting all the points that Freethinkers hay been 
persecuted for urging, and, in the face of these ad- 
missions, yet claiming to hold a firm belief in Caris- 


tianity. He appears to be gaining light in spite of | 
himself, and if he goes on in this manner, he may, in | 
a few more years, blossom into an avowed Atheist. | 
OI course, some of his statements are erroneous, | 
such as declaring that Christendom regards the 
I do not think he | 
will find, on inquiry, the Roman Catholic church | 
holds this opinion. And he is scarcely correct in: 
saying the Bible invites, attracts, and commands the; 
adhesion of mankind, unless he holds that those who | 
do not believe the contents of the book are outside; 


Bible as an inestimable treasure. 


ithe pale of humanity. He intends to show in suc- 
.eeeding articles that science and research hav done 


much to sustain the historical credit of the Old Tes- 
tament, but if he does not make outa better case | 
‘than he has in his opening article his work will be | 


go much labor in vain. 


A story from Russia haa recently gone the round | 
of the papers to the effect that a farmer died: 
suddenly in the village of Lovroffeky—or rather, ap- ; 
parently died, as when the coffin was being lowered | 
info the grave the lid was forced open and the sup- 
posed dead man rose up, to the great horror and | 
fright of the mourners, who all “left him and fled.” | 
The poor wretch scrambled out of his grave and | 


made for the village, but found all doors barred 
against him, but one, into which he entered for 
shelter and warmth, but meanwhile the peasants, 
arming themselvs with poles and stakes of aspen 
wood, attacked the miserable man, whom they deemed 
a wizard, and pinned’ him with the stakes to the 
ground, and made a genuin corpse of him. This is 
very terrible to an enlightened person, but why 
** Christians" should spenk of it asa “horrible super- 
stibion" passes my comprehension. They profess to 
believe that the book containing the command, “Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch [or wizard] to liv” is divinely 
inspired, but shudder with horror when one of its 
express commands is carried into execution. What 
splendid hypocrits are true believers. 

I see it stated in Light, a Spiritualistic organ, 
that a society has just been founded called the 


Christo-Theosophical Society, of which Mrs. Besant 


is one of the lecturers, and presumably a member. 
Judging by the name, I cannot see what it can 
possibly hav in common with Atheiam, but perhaps 
it may be more closely allied than &ppesrs to the 
uninitiated. : 

Mr. Bradlaugh’s action with regard to the eight- 
houra labor question has excited much comment, and 
it is difficult to see why a strong Radical in politica 
should be in opposition. He contends that the work- 
ing classes should combine and help themselva, which 
may be quite right in theory, but unfortunately the 
vast mejority cannot do so, being mere children ia 
organizing powere. Their constant work with no 
time for play or relaxation stultifies the brain, and 
leaves them completely helpless in the hands of the 
capitalist. But few men hav his power of self-halp. 
Determination of will is possessed by a very small 
minority. - 

Ot 


A Long Farewell, 


(The followiug funeral address was recently delivered at- 
the grave of a young Freethinker, in Graceland cemetery, 
Washington, D. C.] 


The souls farewell to the body, and the living’s farewell 
to the dead. 

We are here to giv a respectful burial to a respect- 
able stranger. The young man has nob been in this 
country long enough to make friends. To all here 
except two he was unknown. Of these two, one 
knew him and knew his family in France, and the 
other not only knew him at home but crossed the 
Atlantic a few weeks ago in companionship with hin. 
Both speak well of him. For myself, I saw him alive 
only once. But one look at bis frank, intelligent face 
was enougk to tell ms thai he was an honest man. 
A single giance at his personel belongings was suffi- 
cient to convince me that he tried to liv like 
an honest man and s gentleman. Now, ii Alex- 
andre Courtemancke has gone to travel in a lend 
beyond this grave; if he has gove to journey in an 
undiscovered country, these two considerations 
should be the amplesé guarantee that he will be wel- 
come wherever he goes. 

Tt is under circumstances extraordinary and solemn 
that we meet together ai this grave. Alexandre 
Courtemanche ones belonged to the Catholic church, 
but for years he had not been a Catholic in the tull 
and practical sense of this word as this church under- 
stands it. From being a good Catholic he became a 
good Freethinker, to use bis own term and the 
term employed by the good priesi who was requested 
to visit him on his deathbed. The sick man rejected 
the services of the priest and declared he would die 
as he had latterly lived, a Freathinker. 

Whether his decision would hav bean the same 
had he been in full possession of all his senses and 
faculties, we do not know. Had he accepted the 
proffered ministrations of the church, which in the 
delirium of his sickness he rejected, the majestic 
funeral rites of the church of Rome would hav 


solemnized his burial instead of the few weak words: 


we now utter. : 

The Christians teach that after death there is judg- 
ment. Well, if an account of cur lives is to be 
rendered beyond the grave is it not reasonable to 
hope that he to whom this account must be given is 
just and generous, prompt to acquit a man of respon- 
sibility when he has been bereft of hisreason? The 
delirium preceding this poor young man’s death was 
the visitation of previdence. It was incidental tos 
terrible malady against which no human intelligence 


could guard and which no human skill could master. : 

Alexandre Courtemanche came fo this country a: 
A few days ago he came to this: 
Within a week of his arrival here he was takon’ 


few weeks ago. 
city. 
ill with pneumonia, and within another week he died 
despite all the doctors could do for him. Dying as 
he did, estranged from the church and far away from 
his friends, it becomes our duty under the broad 
laws of humanity to giv him a decent burial. 


news, 98 they must before long, it may be some oon- 
solation to them to know that humanity is not so in- 
human but that here in Washington, thousands of 
miles from his home, there are people who to their 
natural respect for the dead add a hearty sympathy 
with the living who survive to mourn. 

In obedience to a command which all muss obey, 
the spirit of Alexandre Courtemanche has gone 
hence. Our solemn duty to-day is to lay the body 
in the earth easefully and reverently, as becomes the 
long farewell which the living must take of the dead. 

The soul is a thing about which we know little. 
To the human gaze it seems to be identical with this 
life, and with the parting breath it takes its depart- 
ure. Is the soul merely another name for the life of 
the body, and with the death of the body does the 
soul become extinct? When we say that the spirit 
has departed do we simply menn that the body is 
dead, or do we mean something more? When we 
speak of the soul’s departure, do we merely express 
a change in the condition of. the physical man—a 
change from life to death—or do we reaily mean that 


some living part of a man, something immortal, ' 


leaves us here and goes to another place, where 
under other conditions ii continues to liv? And if 
we mean this, where is the continuation of the part- 
ing soul? Whither does it go? i 

Faith slone can snswer; snd faith sess only 
through the eyes of imagination. When life is no 
more the soul is invisible. We do not see it without 
light. Itis like the taper's light, and seems to go 
where the light goes when the flame is extinguished. 
Will it liv again? Does it continue to liv, only 
changing its environment? Or, ia it as defunct and 
annihilate as the perfame of last year’s flowers? 
Hag it graduated into non-existence like the minutes 
and hours that we spent yesterday, like all the time 
that men hay killed in the past? In short, is the 
soul immortal? Is it to liv forever, or does life ter- 
mine with the body’s parting breath? We do not 

now. i 

But if the soul is immortal, let us hope that he 
who, in hia wisdom and his power, gave it everlasting 
life, will, in his goodness, giv if everlasting happiness. 


Davi» LzwsLEY. 
o 


Doubters and Honesty. 


As Freethinkers we often hav the statement 
thrown at us, that we are not sincere in our belief, 
and that we merely assert our opinions for the sake 
of notoriety, or merely to hav something to say. In 
fact, among ignorant Christians, this idea predomi- 
nates. This base slander, when spit in the face of 
an honest man, who has, perhaps, borne much hu- 
miliation, and endured the : 

` Whips and scorns of time, 

The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely, 
simply because he has dared to express his honest 
thoughts, in an age noted for its shams and shows, 
this falsehood rouses a spirit of righteous indigna- 
tion. These thoughts came forward with great em: 
phasis in the mind of the writer, when he heard a 
prominent evangelist, in addressing a religious meet- 
ing, make the assertion that there is not an honest 
doubter in the world! 

In the firat plaoe, what is a doubt? Webster de- 
fines it as “a fluctuation of mind arising from defect 
of knowledge, or evidence." Sir William Hamilton 
says, “Doubt is the beginning and the end of our 
efforts to know.” In other words, when we attempt 
to investigate a subject, if a doubt arises in our 
minds, it shows that we hav made an effort to gain 
knowledge upon that subject, and the doubt pre- 
cludes our accepting either side of the question. 
Unless new evidence is brought forward, which will 
sbolish the doubt, so that we may decide upon one 
side or the other, it: may be said that that is the end 
of our knowledge upon the subjest, although it may 
not be the end of our efforts to obtain that knowl- 
edge. True doubt, then, as defined above, must 
carry honesty with it in order to be a doubt. A man 
may, by influence of prejudice, leave unnoticed cer- 
tain evidence against his particular opinions, or, if 
he does notiee it, his prejudice may be so strong as 
to prevent him from giving it its proper weight. In 


] this case the man is bigoted, but not dishonest. In 


this case it shows that his mental organization is so 
constructed that he can sceept only the one opinion. 
On the other hand, if the man, upon examining the 
evidence, is convinced of its validity, and yet ab- 
stains from acting thereon, that man is dishonest, 
but he is not a doubter, for he is convinced of the 
truth, and will not acknowledge it. These two in- 
stances apply to people of all shades of opinion, and 
it is absurd to say that either one applies especially 
to one sect or another. 

Christianity is built upon alleged supernatural oc- 
currences. It professes that its early founders did 
certain things beyond the power of ordinary men, 
under ordinary circumstances. We know that such 
things do not occur to-day. We know that time 
does not add to probability, and hence, in default of 


His | further evidence, we are compelled to say that we 


family and his friends in France may not yet know: 
of his death. When they receive the unwelcome: 


doubt the reality of the miracles. Some would go 
even further, and deny their reality. But, to use the 
mildest term, we doubt it. Obristians themselvs 
apply this rule in every-day life. ` 

The game applies to every doctrin of Christianity, 
except where there is positiv evidence against the 
dostrin. The laws of nature are the only guide we 
hav. They form the only one which we know 
anything about. As Pope says in his “ Essay on 
Man :” 

, Say first, of God above, or man below, 
What can we reason, but of what we know? 
Of man, what see we but his station bere, 
From which to reason, or to which refer? 

When any person declares the truth of an occur- 
rence beyond the power of nature to accomplish, we 
hav the right to doubt the truth of his statement, 
or even to deny it, until he givs us some proof of its 
reslity, for, so far as we know, the laws of nature are 
immutable. Any man who says that there is not an 
honest doubter in the world, is deficient either in 
honesty or common sense himself. 

Des Moines, La. FRANKLIN STEINER. 
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Professor Huxley; or the Atheists, Büchner's “ Force 
and Maiter;" or the Confucians “the five King” or 
“the four Shoo.” 

It is true the individual states could, according to 
the United States court’s interpretation of the bind- 
ing force of the amendments to the Constitution, es- 
tablish religion if they pleased ; but the majority hav 
not pleased, and hav placed in their constitutions 
prohibitions of any such act. They are therefore re- 
strained like the national government, and in gen- 
eral the same legal argument holds good in all the 
states. Ohristianity is not a part cf their laws, and 
they are not 'Ohristian states.” The Bible, being 
the religious compilation of one division of the peo- 
ple, cannot be other than a sectarian book, so far as 
it is a book at all; and whether viewed from this 
broad plane, or from the narrower one of the Wis- 
consin court, the decision must in either case be the 
same. As between the evangelical and non-evangel- 


lar doctrins it advocates. It is not the Bible that 
is sectarian, but the interpretations of it on which 
the sects build their creeds. Universalists do not 
believe in eternal punishment, which, as the 6ourt 
says, the Bible seems to teach; but they would be 
the last to claim that the Bible is therefore sectarian. 
They claim, though forming a very small minority, 
that, rightly interpreted, the Bible teaches Universal- 
ism, and not eternal punishment.” 

Of course, if this is not so, if any one of the sects 
does not believe the Bible to be a “ divine revelation 
to man,” then the argument falls to the ground. 
And, of course, if it is divine revelation, it must be 
faultless, for a perfect God could not teach error. 
What then is the Bible to our Unitarian friends who 
ever since the Arian controversy hav denied the 
dogma of the divinity of Christ, holding him to be 
not equal to God, but only an exalted man whose 
life and teachings, rather than his alleged supernat- 
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surd and horrible doctrina of the Roman Catholics 
and the evangelicals. 

The Catholic Standard is nearer right than the 
Methodist organ, for it says that the decision of the 
Wisconsin court is the only logical and possible con- 
clusion that can be reached with the principle of un- 
sectarian public schools as the premis. 

Ot —————- 
We Again Correct a Contemporary. 


We hope that in time some of our esteemed con- 
temporaries may be induced to pay more attention 
to accuracy of statement, but hav to confess that 
our genial ironplated friend of Indianapolis is a 
difficult subject. In the Age of March 29th, in an- 
nouncing the defeat in the United States Senate of 
Blair’s Educational bill, he said: 


** This bill, the religious features of which were so artfully 
concealed, we believe would hav at least passed the senate 
again but for the determined and dogged opposition of the 
religious sect known as Seventh Day Adventists. It had the 
luring bait of a $77,000,000 appropriation to be distributed 
amongst the states in proportion to the density of illiteracy. 
But the chief object of the bill was to enforce religious in- 
structions in the public schools by national authority and 
the acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as the supreme ruler of 
nations. And to think that a measure ro un-American, so 
pernicious, so unconstitutional as this could poll so large a 
vote as it did in the Senate of the United States in this age 
of general intelligence must make every true patriot shudder 
for the welfare of his country.” 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


organ must admit its accuracy, that “some of the 
portions [of the Bible] so read seem to inculcate 
doctrins of the divinity of Jesus Christ and of the 
punishment of the wicked after death.” This being 
so, in fairness to the Unitarian and Universalist 
children other portions combating these views must 
also be read, else sectarian instruction is an accom- 
plished fact. And so with all other sectarian differ- 
ences. Texts supporting all doctrins must be read 
or none at all. To do otherwise would constitute 
unfairness between the sects themselvs. But to do 
this is utterly impossible, and even adopting the 
organ’s line of argument, that the Bible, as it em- 
braces all, cannot be sectarian, the only way to please 
all is to please none! 

But the view that the Bible, being the source of all 
Ohristianity, can be lawfully used, cannot for a 
moment be maintained without the acceptance first 
of another premis—that this is a Christian country. 
Were this true, if every man, woman, and child were 
a Obristian—-even then the Bible, as we hav seen, 
would be a source of trouble between the sects, for 
the reason that all sectarianism conld not be taught 
equally, and because members of one sect would not 
desire their children to know the tenets of the other 
sects. Of course the Methodists hold this to be an 
“eminently Christian country,” and so do some 
others. But the supreme court does not so hold, 
and state courts hav decided both ways, according 
to the fanaticism of the judge. But the Ohristian 
religion is excluded from the national and state con- 
stitutions, and tradition and the general spirit are 
against the notion that the country is Obristian. 
Certainly it is not legally so. , George Washington 
spoke for the whole people, and, let us hope, for all 
time, when he said that the government of the United 
States is in no sense founded on the Christian 
religion. 

This being so, what becomes of the organ's hair- 
splitting?  Ohristianity being only one of several 
religions taught in the country, and having no legal 
preéminence above any one of them—all forms of 
religion being equally recognized in our courts—it 
becomes only one sect, a sect being, according to the 
organ, a division. The people of the country are 
divided into Christians, Jews, Atheists, Agnostics, 
Confucians, Positivists, and there are probably a few 
Mohammedans and other “ heathen” among us. To 
a Jew the New Testament is mental poison. To an 
Atheist the whole Bible is superstitious folly. To 
an Agnostic it is a mythical compilation, about the 
truth of which he knows nothing, except as human 
experience has taught him that the majority of its 
statements are false. To a Rationalist, it is the bar- 
barian’s idea of the origin of the universe—the folk 
lore and religious aspirations of uncultivated people. 
Among many religions, therefore, Christianity is but 
a Sect, a division, with no more right to thrust its 
peculiar religious book upon the public schools than 
hag any other religious division. As well might the 
Jews claim to hav the Talmud read ; qr the Moham- 
medans, the Koran; or the Positivists, the “ General 
Principles of Positivism;" or the Agnostics—and 
there are & host of them—the polemical essays of 


THE Book. 


Some more chapters in the Cartoon Book which 
hay been compiled during the past week are these: 
Sroupres in NavUBAL History: 

A Question for Theological Ethnologista. 

Some Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 

Religion iu Man and Instinct in the Brute. 

Tus Beke anD Sornos : 
Geology and the Bible. 
Geography and the Bible. 

"Tus Oreray anp raein FLOCKS: 

Shearing Time. ; 

The Olergy’s Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician to the Flock. 

Daty to the Olergy. 

Conference Time. 

Work of a Methodist Conference in New York in 
1886. 

The Burden of the Cross. 

The Theologian's Conception of Olerical Privi- 
leges. - 

The Ark of the Lord. 

Sympathizing With their Pastor. 

One Triumphant Saint. 

Appearance and Fact. 

Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 

A Desirable Bargain. 

Considerable encouragement in the shape of ad- 
vance orders has been received in the same time, 
which has caused much diligence on the part of the 
editor. The price of the book is $2.  - 

—— A N —— ———— 
The Methodists and the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court. 


At the Methodist conference held in this city last 
week Dr. James M. King presented a report which 
was adopted, consisting of an argument against the 
recent decision by the Wisconsin supreme court that 
the Bible is a sectarian book and therefore not enti- 
tled to a place in the public schools. The gist of 
the argument was that as it is the interest of govern- 
ment in education to provide for a citizenship made 
up of morally accountable beings, public schools 
should be neither secular nor sectarian, but should 
be religious from the Ohristian standpoint. The 
report says: 

** In the present state of the controversy we hold it to be 
the duty of Christian citizens of à commonwealth Christian 
in its history and in the character of its laws to deny that 
the Bible is a sectarian book, and claim for it a place wher- 
ever the state attempts to educate youth for the duties of 
citizenship.” 

This conferences report was preceded by an editorial 
in the Methodist organ in this city, in which the 
same thought was advanced, the argument being 
that as “all truly Christian bodies " accept the Bible 
as a divine revelation to man it cannot therefore be 
a sectarian book. Each truly Ohristiau bcdy, says 
the organ, “appeals to it as supporting the particu- 


In transferring this to Tax Terura Srerxrs, for the 
purpose of pleading for accuracy, we remarked : 


‘‘Senator Blair is the responsible author of so many 
iniquitous and crazy measures that it is not strange, perhaps, 
that his critics should occasionally get mixed up. But the 
bill recently voted on was not the one to which the criticism 
of Dr. Monroe would apply. This was a bill ‘to aid in the 
establishment and temporary support of common schools,’ 
and it provided fora grant of some seventy odd millions, 
extending through a series of years, by the general govern. 
ment, to the states, for the maintenance of common schools, 
the money to be divided on the basis of illiteracy of popula. 
tion. A careful perusal of the bill (which the Senator kindly 
forwarded us) fails to show any direct advantage to the 
churches from it. Opposition to it proceeded from political 
rather than religious reasons. 

“ The measures which the Adventists opposed are Senator 
Blair's Educational Amendment to the Constitution and his 
Sunday law bill. The first provides that the general govern. 
ment shall guarantee that the various states shall maintain 
schools in which shall be taught the principles of the Chris. 
tian religion; the second provides for the religious observ- 
ance of Sunday so far as the general government's jurisdic- 
tion goes. The errors which may be counted in our esteemed 
contemporary’s remarks are, therefore, as follows: 

“4. The Adventists hav not doggedly opposed the Educa. 
tional bik. 2. The object of the bill was not to enforce 
religious instruction in the public schools. 8. It does not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as the supreme ruler of nationg 
(the Educational Amendment does not do that). 4. The 
bill was not unconstitutional, not particularly un-American, 
and not pernicious from a Liberal standpoint. Asa political 
measure Jeffersonians wou'd oppose it, but several Southern 
Liberals, whose states would get the major portion of the 
money, favored its enactment into law. 

‘To Senator Blair's Educational Amendment to the Con- 
stitution, however, Dr. Monroe’s criticism applies with per- 
tinence, with the exception of the line about Jesus Christ. 
Setting up that ancient individual as the supreme ruler of 
nations is the notion of the National Reform Association, 
otherwise known as the God-in-the-Constitution party,” 
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Now, what does our genial friend say? Why, this: 


“It is a weakness of genius at times to mistake its own 
obfuscation for other people's obtuseness of vision. March 
29th, we spoke of the defeat of the Blair Educational bill, 
not in the least confounding it with the Blair Sunday Rest 
bill. The chief features of the defeated bill were briefly 
referred to and not at a! confounded with those of any other 
bill introduced by this crazy and blatant Puritan. So Taz 
TRUTER SEEXER must look into its own mental machinery for 
the muddled condition that inspired its courteous but misdi- 
rected criticism upon our simple announcement of the defeat 
of the Educational bill. Senator Blair is a mischievous pest 
and a national bore and ass, but we did not believe him 
smart enough to so confuse a level-headed Infidel Editor as 


to make him believe his own mental muddle the condition of 


some man a thousand miles away.” 


Let's see how this paragraph stands as regards ae- 
curacy! Did we say that our genial contemporary 
had confounded the Educational bill with the Sun. 
day Rest bill? We do not find such an assertion. 
The confounding was with the Educational Amend. 
ment to the national Constitution. 
features of the defeated bill,” as Dr. Monroe states, 
are a provision of that amendment, and a plank 
of the National Reform Association's platform, 
which piece of pious lumber is neither in the Bisir 
Educational Amendment nor 


But the bill does not do either, and his “ chief feat- 
ures of the defeated bill” are not in the bill at all. 


The bill says nothing about religion and nothing 


about Jesus Christ, but specifies the instruction in 


the schools benefiting by the act to be “ the art of 


reading, writing, and speaking the English language, 
arithmetic, geography, history of the United States, 


and such other branches of useful knowledge as may 
be taught under local laws.” And it further pro- 
vides “that the moneys distributed under the pro- 
visions of this act shall be used only for common 


schools, not sectarian in character.” The word sec- 
tarian is all the reference to religion the bill makes 
So it is seen that his “chief features” were con- 
founded with the other measures—one Blair's Edu- 
cational Amendment, the other, the National Reform 
Association’s platform. 

Considering the facts in the matter, our genial 
friend’s comments upon our correction seem to be 
pointless; or, at best, reveal s disposition to deceive, 
which is much to be regretted in so stanch a friend 
to George Washington. 

i 


A Queer State of Things. 


The criticisms of Tue TRUTH Sxrxer upon the use 
of filthy words in Mr. Harman’s crusade against 
social vices and brutish abuse of marital privileges 
has r:vealed a queer state of affairs among his thick- 
and-thin supporters. They seem to think that he 
and they are the only oues who should say anything, 
and that unless people can agree with him and them 
they should keep quiet. Some of them even go so 
far as to assert the old Jesuit maxim, the end justi- 
fies the means. Others, like Dr. Abbie Koapp—a 
woman for whom we hav a sincere respect—think 
that it must necessarily be a lack of moral courage 
which prevents an unqualified support of the use of 
filthy expressions. By others we are warned that we 
cannot afford to utter any condemnation of the trash, 
and one good man holds that if Mr. Harman goes to 
prison it will hav been Tse Trura Sexxzr which put 
him there. Read these lines: 

In Lucifer of March 28th, Mr. O. M. Overton, of 
Salida, Ool., says: E 

*I hav just been reading TuE TRUTH SEEKERS savage 
criticism, and take time to say that my daughter, Mrs. 
Whitehead, & pure-minded, intelligent, and somewhat con- 
servativ woman, differs ¿n toto from friend Macdonald, 
both as to the. animus and merit of the contribution which 
has caused the second arrest. A righteous end, she holds, 
justifies any means essenti x to the end.” 


Lucifer, of April 4th, has this from Dr. O. H. 
Drayne, of Sebree, Ky.: 


* Tug TaurH BEkKER of March 8th devotes more than a 
column to an illogical, unfeeling, and uncalled.for attack 
upon the editor of Lucifer tor printing the O'Neilletter. It 
seems to me that a brother and co-worker in the noble cause 
of liberty, when he finds, ‘as t e thinks,’ that another brother 
bas stepped aside or in any way done an injury to the cause, 
instead of jumping or him with both feet, or dealing him 
blow after blow, straight from the shoulder, it seems to me 
that it would be much better to pass it by in silence. , 

‘Jt strikes me that the spirit that prompts a man to utter 


And the “chief 


in the Blair bill! 
He distinctly says: “The chief object of the bill 
was to enforce religious instruction in the public 
schools by national authority, and the acknowledg- 
ment of Jesus Ohrist as the supreme ruler of nations.” 


such language about a co-worker in the ranks of Liberalism 
is the same devilish spirit that established the Auto-dä-fé and 
lighted the fagots around its victima. 

“Iam an old reader of Lucifer, and with my head whit- 
ened by the frosts of many winters, I can truthfully say I 
hav never yet seen an article, a sentence, or even a word 
which I would call vulgar or indecent in its columns.” 

And our readers will recollect these words by Dr. 
Knapp: 

“If you hav not the moral stamina requisit to aid in this 
work, for our sake, do not, I beg, hinder those who hav.” 

Mr. E. H. Heywood prints this oracular utterance 
in his Word: 

** Relativ to the last assault on that clean, brave, able pio- 
ueer in Freethought, Moses Harman, perhaps Eugene Mac- 
donald, Moses Hull, and other editors can afford to speak or 
be silent, in the way they are doing, but I doubt it.” 

What shall we think of the mental condition of 
these critics? If the end justifies the means, then, 
to accomplish a good purpose, murder is justifiable ! 
It is the argument of the fanatic. To get men into 
heeven the church has persecuted and murdered 
them here—and used Mr. Overton’s conservativ 
daughters argument to justify the crime. Free- 
thinkers, however, who do not possess the virtue of 
conservatism, hav usually condemned the acts and 
despised the fallacious argument. 

And why should we keep quiet, when we do not 
agree with Mr. Harman’s methods? Does he remain 
silent when he disagrees with us? Must we also 
pass by in silence the utterances of the Christians 
because we do not agree with them? Must we be 
restrained from condemning Oomastock’s law—the 
very one under which Mr. Harman suffers—because 
we do not agree with its principles? And why did 
Dr. Drayne say anything concerning our “ unfeeling 
attack” upon Lucifer if he disagrees with us? 
Would it not hav been better, if he finds that we hay 
stepped aside or in any way done an injury to a noble 
cause, to pass it by in silence? Dr. Drayne’s logic 
would forever prevent any protests against wrong, 
and silence Mr. Harman himself! It won’t do, as 
Colonel Ingersoll would observe. Speech must be 
free; the press must be free; the mails must be 
free; and those who hold one idea must be as free 
to protest against what they conceive to be wrong as 
those who hold any other idea. Mr. Harman and his 
friends protest against the abuse of persons ; cannot 
we protest against his abuse of the English lan- 
guage? For, notwithstanding Dr. Drayne’s remark- 
able certificate to its purity, if Dr. O’Neil’s letter is 
not vulgar and indecent, those words never truthfully 
described any language. 

As for Dr. Knapp’s opinion, it occurs to us that it 
requires more moral stamina to reprove a friend than 
to score an enemy. But, really, is it a sign of a Jack 
of courage to say that a vulgar and useless screed, 
even though written by one of those highly privi- 
leged characters called physicians, should never hav 
been printed, and that it is an insult to a person to 
hav it thrust upon him, as though that were the sort 
of literature the editor knew he wanted? It is true 
it does not require much courage to say it, for nine 
hundred and ninety-nine of every thousand persons 
will agree with the opinion, but neither is it a sign 
of moral cowardice to express it. We are as willing 
now a8 when we wrote the sentence Dr. Foote's 
Health Monthly recalls to “fight for another’s right 
to differ with us,” but how is it with our critics? 
Are they willing to fight for our right to differ with 
them ? It looks very much.as though they were 
not. We shall sustain Mr. Harman’s right to hold 
and propagate any opinions he pleases upon any 
subject, but we cannot uphold his invasion of other 
people's rights by printing matter that would teach 
corruption. . Supposing a child obtained that copy 
of Lucifer before such child was, in the judgment 
of its parents, old enough to be warned against the 
beastlinesa of some degraded specimens of the race? 
Would not its parents hav good cause to reprove the 
editor for thrusting it upon them in a paper they 
trusted and had previously taken in good faith? 
Out upon such stuff! There is no sophistry in the 
world, in all the books of all the Jesuits, that can 
get around the fact that a parent has a right to pro- 
tect his child from contamination. The only way 
Mr. Harman could hav justified sending that copy 
of Lucifer to his subscribers would hav been to write 
to each a private letter and ask them if they wanted 
such literature. Even Mr. Heywood, who goes as 
far as anyone in urging the right to print every- 


thing, admits that he has no right at all to send his, 


broad-gage linguistic notions to those who do not 
desire them. 

As to whether we can afford to speak as we do or 
be silent—in other words, whether we can afford to 
do anything but support Mr. Harman's conduct, we 
imagin we can always afford to tell the truth and say 
what we think. When we cannot, the church will be 
our haven. And why not? Does Mr. Heywood 
propose to persecute us for expressing our opinion? 
Is anyone who differs from us going to do that? 
What form will our punishment take—ostracism, boy- 
cotting, dungeon, or a grave? If that shall occur, 
what becomes of our critics’ logic? of their pleas for _ 
freedom of expression? Why shouldn't we speak as 
well as Mr. Harman,or Mr. Heywood, or Dr. Kaapp, 
or Dr. Drayne, or Mr. Overton, or Mr. Overton's 
conservativ daughter? Do they form a consensus of 
the competent with whom everyb^dy must agree or 
be silent? If so, who made them the consensus, 
and, above all, who made them the competent? 

The statement that every person has the natural — 
right to do as he wills, provided that in doiag it he 
infringes no ocher pergon's equal freedom, is perfectly 
impregnable—but that infringement! ah, there’s the 
rub. We invite our friends, and especially friend 
Harman, to study the matter a little more closely. 

Oo W—————— — dd. -—————— 


Bad Advice. 


The appended letter is from a friend who livs in 
Oswego: 

** BROTHER MAODORNALD : Get a sitting with Dr. Slade, and 
when.the slate you hold under the table with your right 
hand begins to ‘push back,’ drop it and instantly grab his 
foot, and you'll not look for a spirit very long. 

‘A. H. WALKER." 


We do not propose to follow this violent sugges- 
tion. It is unnecessary, and would probably lead to 
& row. 'The fact that Mr. Slade used his foot to 
push the slate held under the table is as well estab- 
lished by sight as by feeling. When we visit medi- 
ums we shall go to them in the gentlest spirit of 
inquiry, conscious of the imperfections of our skep- 
tical nature, and seek light through their own will. 
ingness to shed it. If they are not willing, then the 
light won't be shed. There is no use fighting one’s 
way into the spirit-land. Anda medium who will not 
afford every opportunity for preventing sleight-of- 
hand manipulation, the use of chemicals, or other 
trickery, lays himself open to the suspicion that he 
needs one of them to produce slate-writing. Wait 
till McArthur finds a medium who will let us hav 
everything our own way and then see what occurs. 

0 


Editorial Notes. 


C. B. RzxYNoLps, secretary of the Washington Secular 
Union, writes that the board of directors of that organization 
propose to test the question of the right of the school teach- 
ers to read the Bible or compel school children to recite in 
concert the Lord’s prayer or to open the school sessions 
with prayer, as is now done in some of the public schools in 
that state. This is a good move, and the Secular Union 
should hav the activ encouragement of every Freethinker in 
Washington. The office is located at 1526 Sixth street, 
Seattle. 


Tue following is from the Working Woman, published by 
Charlotte Smith at Washington, D. C.: ‘‘ One of the bright- 
est and brainiest women of the East is Susan H. Wixon, of 
Fall River, Mass., who has been flooding that section with 
Woman's League literature in behalf of woman’s recogni- 
tion in the management of the World's Fair. Susan and her 
sister co-workers are indefatigable in the cause of women 
and reform. Miss Wixon has spent both time and money 
and should be recognized by Governor Brackett as one of the 
women appointed from Massachusetts to represent the edu- 
cational and industrial women of that state at the World’s 
Fair Exposition at Chicago." 


Nor alone iu Sweden are the Scandinavians waking up out 
of their religious sleep. The last four numbers of the 
Svenska Folkets Tiduing (Swedish People’s Journal) of 
Minneapolis, devote two or three editorial co'umns to the 
church's war against science (Kyrkaus Strid mot Vetens- 
kapon). They go over the whole ground of its opposition to 
astronomy, geography, geology, aud medicin, especially 
its opposition to the use of anesthetics in labor cases; and 
tells again of the persecution of Galileo and the martyrdom 
of Bruno. The writer shows the church’s errors in the 
domain of economics even down to Luther's time, and 
quotes from that worthy as follows: '' Every usurer is a 
thief, and ought to be hanged. I call him an usurer who 
lends money on interest." This is notable in a Swedish 
paper having many Lutheran subscribers. The paper con. 
cludes: * We see here, in great and small matters, how 
mankind step by step has had to struggle with unspeakable 
pain against the church’s despotism that was so wicked as to 
attempt to destroy all possibilities of human weal.” 
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; serviency. Iam glad that your paper is a noble exception to | that respond with a wil and almost without an exception. 

Zellers f ren friends. this rule; and I trust that the ultra-refiaed feelings of those | Success to Heston. Ina C. Hoxiz. 

who are agitating for the discontinuance of the pictures will 

Sorano, Ky., March 9. 1890 hav no weight with you. Ridicule is a strong weapon, and . Dayron, O., March 28, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror : I vote for th Sn e pu T Barz, |? feit weapon to use against a superstition which has wrought Mz. Eprror: I would like replies to the following from 
SD ETOH S © pies e M+ DALEE. | incalculable mischief wherever it has been taught. some of your able contributors, as well as yourself: 
Denver, Cor., March 11, 1890. Yours truly, W. Mittyarp. 1. Is man sympathetic? 
Mx. Eprrog: Register our votes for the continuance of the <= i 2. Is man a production of nature? 
cartoons Very respeotfully, Farrsz Ture. z RoomrsTER, N. H., March 26, 1890. 8. Is nature sympathetic ? 


Barnum, Minn., March 20, 1890. 


Mz. Eprrog: Sen me the Annuar. I shall vote for the 


pictures. A. M. TOWNSEND. 
 EsargWoop, April 2, 1890. 

Mr. Eprros: I will send you $2 i in a few days for the car- 
toon book. JoHN Hopson. 


ManrINSBURG, W. Va., March 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epitoz: I am glad to see that the pictures are to be 
continued, and when the book comes out I expect to get 
one. Lovis Worrszs. 


l JAMESTOWN, March 17, 1800. 
Mr. Epiroz: I am more than pleased with the work of 

Heston, and shall, I hope, shortly giv him some proofs of 

my admiration. Yours very truly, JOHN Spring. 


Cuartes Crry, Ia., April 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I would vote in favor of continuing the 
publication of the pictures, as they are excellent—just the 
thing to show our orthodox friends. ANDREW HiGH. 


Conozs, N. Y., April 7, 1890. 

Mz. EDITOR: Please send one copy of your picture book. 

I think that this book will do more good to the cause of 
Freethought than any book yet published. D. MoErwarm. 


Hay Sprinas, Nes., March 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I will continue to try to get more subscribers 
to Tax TRUTH SEEKER. But debts are the terror of the set- 
tlers here, as in all new countries. 
Yours for Secularism, 


E. W.. MINER. 


Hopson, O., April 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epriror: Please send me two copies of your cartoon 
book. If you publish the Bible illustrations, I want them 
also. They are the best thing yet. Morris JoHNSON. 


Gouverneur, March 20, 1890. 
. Mr. Enrror: Inclosed you will find $7.25 for renewal, 
Heston’s picture book, and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Keep Heston busy making pictures, for God's sake. 
Yours with respect, M. W. Baoon. 


Navvoo, ILL., March 29, 1890. 
‘Mr. Eviror: Please find inclosed $1.25, for which you 
wil please send me one dollar’s worth of the staff of life, 
commonly called THE TRUTH SEEEER, and the AmwNuAL for 
1890. W. H. Furros. 


NooxsAOk, Wasa., March 11, 290. 
Mer. Epitror: I hope you will giv Heston room. C. B. 
Reynolds was here and left his tracks, 7. € , an organization 
of seven, with one office heaped upon your scribe, local state 
gecretary. Dr. J. W. BELL. 


Fostoria, O., March 81, 1890. 
Mz. Epircz: I send money for the ANNuAL and a new 
Subscriber. We send our votes for the pictures. Giv us the 
` portraits of some of our free writers and free speakers on the 
last page, instead of so much old Bible. 
Yours for truth, 


Revpiox, ILL., March 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I hav tried hard to get a new subscriber, 
but cannot, as times are very hard here. I like the paper 
with or without the cartoons. As the most of the subscrib- 
ers seem to like them, I do also. Wishing you success, I 
am, Yours for liberty, HENRY PALMER. 


WHIT. STEVENSON. 


Las8SATER, Tex., March 24, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I send a new subscriber. I would like to 
8énd & good many more names, but the people in this coun- 
try are so narrow-minded that they are almost afraid to even 
look at my paper, and often tell me that I am on a sure road 
to ruin. Your friend, W. P. JEMISON. 


VioroR, Monr., April 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find fifty cents—twenty-five cents 
for the ANNUAL and the rest for pictures. I say, giv us all 
the pictures you can, for they are convincing and instructiv. 
You can count on me as a life subscriber, for I would not do 
without the paper. Yours for truth, © M. KEROHNER. 


BSsonoMrisg, Wasa., March 28, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: If there is anything left after equaring my 
account, please turn it over to the Literature Fund. Put me 
down for two volumes of the picture book, one to be sent 
to the friend's address inclosed, and the other to myself with 
bill for the two volumes. J. 8. MARTIN. 


Harrax, N. 8., April 5, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I received a sample copy of Tue TRUTH 
Szzxer which you so kindly forwarded, and was glad to 
receive the same. Often, when at home in England, I hav 
heard Mr. Foote, and other eminent Atheists, speak in terma 
of the highest commendation of your paper, and I was anx- 
ious to learn for myself what this fearless exponent of Becu- 
larism might be like. The reality surpassed even my most 
sanguin expectations ; for though we are taught that America 
is the land of freedom, yet it is a fact, a deplorable fact, 
that the press is notorious for its ‘‘lickspittleness” and sub- 


Mr. Evrror: I am highly pleased with the picture-book 
idea. One for me for the first off-go, and very likely several 
others in a short time. Yes, by all means keep Heston at it. 
I inclose $4. 50— $8 for renewal, twenty-five cents for Rems- 
burg’s **Bible Morals,” twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, 
and $1 for the cartoons. E. J. Foss. 

CENTRALIA, ILL., March 2, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I am glad you will publish the first-page 
pictures in book form, and I send you the following six 
names 88 buyers of the book, with check to pay for the same. 
I add money for fifty cents’ worth of ** Crimes against Crim- 
inals.” All of the names given are TRUTH SEEKER readers, 
and all vote for the pictures. F. D. REXFORD. 


BARBOURVILLE, N. Y., April 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I think it just about as easy for a rieh man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven as it is for me to get another 
subscriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I vote for the pictures. 
I would rather hav them detached from the paper. They 
would be so nice to send to Sunday-school for them to illus- 
trate from when tkey hav a superintendent that cannot read 

very well, as in our case last year. En@ar BURNSIDE. 


Sopom, O., March 5, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Find inclosed $5, for renewal, ANNUAL, and 
booksa8 named. The balance giv to Heston for his pictures 
Do not let the pictures go out of existence. It is just the 
stuff to make the Christian ashamed of his old Jewish God 
and his Bible. There is no chance to get you a new sub- 
scriber for the paper in this place. There are too many 
Christians of the U. P. kiod. I wil! try and do all I can to 

get one. R. A. WEBB. 


Garnett, Kan., March 19, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $1 to continue the car- 
toons, which is according to promis in my last, and I must 
say, that for unadulterated truthfulness, and incomparable 
accuracy in delinesting and setting forth in true colors the 
maneuvering of the church and the Bible’s absurd and fool- 
ish yarns, Watson Heston beats all creation, and ‘ Auld 
Clooty" besides. Bo let the cartoons come, and I will do 

more when I can. Cuas. GREGG. 

MissourA, Mowr., March 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I hasten to renew, as I do not wieh to lose a 
number of that G. O. P.(aper), Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Send 
me the TEuTH SgzkER ANNUAL. I would like to get that 
‘‘Try-Square,” but cannot just at present. I hope to send 
for some books soon, among which will be that book of 
illustrations. Long lifeto Heston, and long may his services 
be retained by the Truth Seeker Company to keep the paper 

what it is at present, the greatest paper on earth. 

W. H. Rew. 

Koxomo, Inp., Dec. 31, 1889. 
Mr. Epiror: I had expected to go to the congress at Phila- 
delphia, but the sickness of my brother, Dr. C. N. Willis, of 
Grantville, IN. C., prevented. He passed to spirit-life Novem- 
ber 3d. My brother was a subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKkxE, 
and a worker for justice, liberty, and equal rights, and far 
more radical than most so-called Infidels. He was a Spirit- 
ologist. He knew spirit.life to be a fact, and I hav conversed 
with him frequently since he has been living ontside of his 

worn-out earth body. W. L. Wiis. 


MarTLAND, Mo., March 27, 1890. 
Mr. EpirrOR: Inclosed find bills, for which please renew 
my subscription, and send me the ANNUAL and apply twenty- 
five cents to the picture fund. My experience with the 
pictures is that they do much good. I keep the papers lying 
around where they can easily be seen, and many persons 
coming in pick them up, look at them, and laugh and com- 
ment on them, frequently in anything but flattering terms to 
Bible and church; and occasionally one will ask to take 
them home, a favor I always grant. The pictures do good, 

and. I would like to see them continued. H. B. MAXWELL. 


Rome, Ga., March 26, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I cannot get any subscribers in this hell. 
ridden place. What with the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation and fifteen churches ina town of fifteen thousand, 
superstition reigns supreme. But I will keep on trying, 
though it is an almost hopeless task. I want to say that I 
am heartily in favor of Heston’s pictures, and hope they will 
be continued. You can count on me asa subscriber for life. 
I hope your paper will keep on getting better, as it has dur- 

ing the Short time I hav been a subscriber. 
AvGusTus L. Hanson. 


Covzro, Car., March 17, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I see so much said about Heston's pictures, 
I claim the privilege of adding my vote for pictures, and the 
more pictures the better. The pictures got you one sub. 
&Criber from this place that I know of. I say, giv Heston a 
chance. [think he must be inspired. We hav but one fire 
insurance agent here of the Presbyterian persuasion, but the 
people do not seem to be in any hurry to get out any policies 
against fire in the next world. It has cost at least $2,000 
since they can claim to hav saved a soul by conversion, but 
when the sick and destitute ask for help it is non-members 


4. Is nature non-sympathetic ? 

5. Is it possible for a non-sympathetic element to produce 
anything containing sympathy ? 

I would like to hear from Colonel Ingersoll on this mat- 
ter if possible. I. 8. BRADLEY. 


RosrYN, Wasa., March 31, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find an order for $14, for which 
gend five copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER cartoon book as herein 
stated, and use $8 for renewal for a subscriber to Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, and use the rest for books and pamphlets as in or- 
ders inclosed. The cartoon books will be monuments of ar- 
guments, and there should be one in every theological grave- 
yard. Hoping that the cartoon book business will be a suc- 
cess 80 that you can begin work on the pictorial Bible, I 
will look around for some more oliv branches before the 
water gets too low. HENRY BEIOHLING. 

. Hawnxiys, N. Y., March 21, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I see by Tue TnurH BEEKER of last week 
that you are about to publish a book of the illustrations of 
THE Truts BEEKER. Good! If it is a possible thing, I will 
be more than anxious to hav one or more copies. Iam very 
much pleased to know that we hav elected Heston for an- 
other year, at any rate. I am the only Freethinker in this 
place that I know of. This place is about equally divided 
between Catholics and Protestants, and I hav to smile when 
I think of some remarks that were made to me shortly after 
I came here, about a year ago, such as, ‘Mr. Galloway, 
you must be a very good Christian.” I ask, ' Why?" 
‘ Because you never swear, and always are so kind and 
obliging, always willing to help anyone that is in need,” 
etc. My answer was at that time, ** No, I do not profess to 
be a Christian, but do as near right as I am able.” 

Yours for liberty, Wma. S. GALLOWAY. 
Mirrozp, Pa., April 2, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrong: I should hav written long before this what 
my family and myself think of the pictures, but hav delayed 
doing 50, thinking I could get you a new subscriber. I tried 
at three neighbors of mine, but did not succeed, although 
they all liked Taz TRuTrH SEEKER. But I will try again 
when there is any chance of success. My wife and myself 
want the ** Try-Square,” the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1890, 
aud the cartoon book when ready; also ‘‘For Her Daily 
Bread,” a novel. You sent me this book over one year ago, 
and I hav lent it to a friend, and when it is returned shall 
lend it again, but want another copy to keep, as I like it so 
well. And I send $1 toward the pictures both on the first 
and last pages. We all like them, the children especially. 
Even our one-year-old baby Norma will soon be intereated, 
and looks them over now. 

I like President Westbrook’s proposal to put woman suf- 
frage among the Secular Demands, and it ought to hav been 
one of them when they were made; it being no more than 
just, no matter what the result may be. C. C. Fisk. 


Derroit, Mios., March 30, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOR: Just forty years ago I was branded as an 
Antichrist. Instead of my outgrowing the effects of that 
mark, the scar has been growing more indelible from that 
day to this. Therefore the Lord did not see fit to let me 
prosper as he did my Christian neighbors, who often tell me 
that it is a wonder that God permits me to liv at all; conse- 
quently I am now too poor to subscribe for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKEE or anything else. But I manage to hav eight cents 
each Saturday to buy a copy of the paper at the news-store. 
I hav a sort of weakness that prompts me to mark articles 
with which I am forcibly impressed: then I lend those 
marked papers till they are Worn out or fail to come back. 
Those pictures speak volumes, and their argument is utterly 
unanswerable. A dozen copies of your paper, with Heston’s 
pictures, judiciously distributed among a lot of Sunday- 
school pupils or a Young Men’s Christian Association, will 
work just like so many dynamite bombs thrown into a 
soldiers’ camp. They will break up the nest every time. 

Try it, all. Carr Buirz. 

Cn10A80, March 29, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: While there is so much being said in your 
paper about Spiritualism, and ye Editor's search after a 
spirit, and some ridicule at those who do believe in the con- 
tinuation of life beyond the grave, I would like to know 
what portion cf your subscribers are in possession of this 
knowledge. I for one know we do liv beyond the grave, 
and that friends who hav left this life can and do return and 
communicate, under favorable conditions, with those in the 
body. In the nine years I hav been investigating this sub- 
ject I hav had evidence enough to convince every reader of 
Tax TRUTH SEEKER, including Brother Macdonald, Colonel 
Ingersoll, and Mrs. Slenker. I do not hav to go from home, 
or outside my own family, for evidence. I am considered 
neither a crank nor a fanatic. I am a Freethinker, and read 
THE TRUTH SEEKER every week, also a half dozen Spiritual 
papers. This is not a belief or a religion, but a fact, which 
every intelligent man and woman may know if they care to 
investigate. You may put me down for ten copies of Hes- 
ton’s picture book at $2 each, if that is to be your price. I 

would giv $10 for one rather than miss it. 


Yours truly, B. M. Bippison. 
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Monco, Inn., March 30, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed please find $5 to pay for two sub- 
scriptions. I am sorry I can send you but one new sub- 
scriber. This is a Liberal community and priestcraft has 
but asmall hold. Liberals in this community are like all 
others, they care only for themselvs. I know of men and 
women that belonged to the church for twenty, thirty, and 
even forty years; they attended the sanctuary every Sunday 
to tell God how good he was and how mean they were 
themselvs, and paid their money liberally to the clergy; and 
when they were convinced of their error and foolishness you 
could not get a dollar from them to support the cause that 
liberated them. 

Now, 8to the pictures, I think they are half the paper. 
There is not less than a dozen little boys and girls that come 
to my house regularly every week to look at Heston's pict- 
ures, and it is a lesson to them that will ever remain stamped 
on their minds. Then again, any person that has his mod- 
esty shocked by the cartoons is not a Liberal and belongs 
to the pews in the church. Those weak-kneed Liberals 88y 
they are afraid of hurting the feelings of Christians. Did 
it ever occur to them that a Christian was careful about 
treading on Liberals? I sometimes attend meetings out of 
curiosity, and I hardly ever escape without being told that 
I am only fit to be burnt. No, by all means continue the 
pictures, and I will giv $5 fora book with all the pictures 
Heston has made in Tag TRUTH BEEKER. Nate REED. 


as long as the Protestants will keep up their Bible-reading 
and prayer practice. The Jews, too, hav just cause for 
complaint, but that class of people are singularly submissiv, 
and care for nothing but money-making. I cannot help but 
think what a power the Jews could exercise with so much 
wealth at their command. I do not agree with you in call- 
ing the religious persecutions in this country un-American. 
I think they are strictly American, and the Liberal people of 
this country hav always been and are as yet: in a deplorable 
minority. Here a man can occupy no public position of im- 
portance unless he conforms seemingly to the accepted re- 
ligious notions. It is here where the Talmages find their 
richest harvests, as in no other country, and even President 
Lincoln had to become a hypocrit in his riper years and issue 
pious state papers. No wonder his friends at home laughed 
over it (see Remsburg’s Lincoln). They should hav cried 
over it, properly. I repeat, we hav nothing to fear from the 
Catholics. The pope may issue bulls, but he cannot enforce 
them. The Catholics themselvs are progressiv, and as proof 
of my assertion I refer you to Italy, France, Mexico, Brazil, 
and other countries; also our state of California, where 
Catholics and foreigners are largely represented. 
. Lewis SoHOEMOYE. 


f Mitrorp, Mass., March 80, 1890. 

Mz. Eprroz: In the story of the exodus from Egypt we 
read that there were six hundred thousand Israelites on foot 
that were men, besides children. It makes no reference to 
any women, thus eclipsing the story of the immaculate con- 
ception, as in that affair the woman was one of the main fac- 
tors. God put the “ pillar of the cloud ” between the Israel- 
ites and the Egyptians, giving light to the Israelites and 
darkness to the Egyptians. The Israelites had not provided 
themselvs with any victuals. God sent quails—not on toast, 
but covered the camp with them—and then rained bread 
from heaven, that if not picked till the next morning bred 
worms and stank. That cuisine might do for Red sea travel, 
but would not satisfy the tourists on a Cunarder. The car- 
toons, unlike the *' pillar," giv light in all directions, and aid 
many people to escape from a superstition worse than the 
despotism of Pharaoh, and Tue TRUTH ÉBxxkzz furnishes a 
kind of food that does not breed worms if not used till morn. 
ing, and always retains its fiavor. When you announced 
your purpose of issuing the book of pictures, I began to send 
to friends what TRUTH SEEKERS had been saved for the pict- 
ures, hoping that some may feel moved to send you $2. I 
am anxious tose the book of pictures. Why not? Inclosed 
I send you $4, for which send two copies of the book. It 
has been said that ‘‘ people who like the pictures ought to 
be religious.” If they are, the religious element seems to be 
on the increase, and to Tax TRUTH SEEKER be all the praise. 
Whittier in his last poem says: 

No longer forward or behind 
I look in hope or fear, 


But grateful take the good I find, 
The best of Now and Here. 


That must include Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
CHARLES C. JOHNSON. 


Bourg A{mgroy, N. J., March 27, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed please find $3 for one year’s passage 
on the iron-clad TRUTH SEEKER boat. Ihavonly been a sub- 
-scriber for six months, and regret I did not know there were 
any Freethought papers in existence until I read it in the 
Twentieth Century. When I first subscribed to Tax Troura 
SEEKER I was a Theist, but since then, after reading works 
by French authors on the laws of nature, I hav become a 
pronounced Materialist. From my boyhood I hav always 
been a rationalist, like most Germans that still cling to ortho- 
doxy but are indifferent to its teachings. There are very few 
Germans of the orthodox type that pray, although they go to 
church 88 & mere matter of custom. I hav never implored 
the blessings of an imaginary personal God, but when & 
school-boy was compelled to learn my catechism. All that 
is required of a consistent Christian in Germany is to go to 
church and take communion every once in a while, no mat- 
ter how much beer the communicants drink or how much 
they gamble after the service is over. In almost all parts of 
Germany you will always find a saloon close by the house of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, where the pious indulge a little before 
and after the church service. This priest-ridden town is full 
of pious church-members, and there is not a town in Jersey 
where you wil! find more rum-shops than here according to 
the population. Those of the church-members that do not 
drink do not pay the debts they contract. I know any num- 
ber of these hypocrits who wear fine clothes to Sunday meet- 
ings and praise the Lord that they are not like other people, 
but do not own the clothes they hav got on their back. 
All crimes, licentiousness, etc., are done by professors of 
religion in this town, and still, when one of the pious dies, 
he goes straight to heaven, because at the last moment he 
repented his wickedness. I would rather be damned to hell- 
fire forever than associate with such a crowd of fanatics 
in heaven that only believe in mouth service and are far from 
being honest in their dealings. I hav never been as happy 
in my life as since I embraced the teachings of the only true 
bible, nature, in which no man can be deceived. Vive Hes- 
ton and John Peck, the uncompromising foes of superstition. 
Iam, Yours truly, Avaust Bran. 


CELINA, O., April 5, 1890. 

‘Mr. Eprror: As you are calling for a vote on the pictures, 
I will send in my mite. Let us hav the pictures continued. 
I am convinced they attract more than they repel. I do not 
think any loyal Liberal can object to them. ‘They teach 
more useful lessons than all the preachers in Christendom. 
I think the few that dare not show their paper for fear of the 
pictures offending are very lukewarm Liberals, and they 
will never set the world on fire by their efforts to advance 
our cause. Are the dear Christians so tender of our feelings 
that they will hesitate at anything for fear of offending us? 
No, indeed; they call us heathen, and fit subjects far that 
country where apples never freeze, and by all the rest of the 
epithets that come so readily to the Christian’s tongue. 
Now, what we want is good and loyal live men and women 
that will fear nothing and dare everything for the cause of 
justice and right. We want men and women that will speak 
their mind at all times and in all places, aad will work for 
mental freedom at all times. I think a Liberal that will 
mugwump and hold his peace is a detriment to the cause. 
We want live men and women who are not afraid to show 
their papers for fear they may offend. Why, I hav a little 
girl ten years old that is braver than that. She does not 
hesitate to say to anyone that there is no God. Let us all do 
all we can. There is no one but has some influence. Then 
let us make the best use of that influence and speak a good 
word for a good cause whenever and wherever we can. If 
we all do this we are sure to gain ground and keep the dear 
. old flag afloat. : Mrs. Marre Nioovum. 


San Josz, CAL., Dec. 22, 1889. 

Mr. EprroR: For the inclosed stamps please send two 
‘copies of the ANNUAL for 1890. I shall make a huge effort 
to gain some new subscribers to help retain the pictures. 
‘Colonel Ingersoll once said that ‘‘ anything that could be 
laughed out of this world ought not to stay in it.” There 
is no better nor speedier way of getting rid of the priests 
and converting their foolish followers than by laughing and 
ridiculing their religious nonsense out of them, and common 
sense into them. And no man is doing a greater service in 
this cause than Mr. Watson Heston by his striking illustra- 
tions. ‘ But,” say our orthodox friends, ‘those horrible 
pictures shock our senses.” I hav no doubt of that, my 
Christian friends. You hav inherited a shocking disease, 
and nothing will ever do you any good except a shocking 
dose of your own shocking medicin. Take it, as directed 
by Dr. Heston. Givit to the children; their merry laugh 
will help restore your reason, and in time you will get rid 
of your shocking complaint. Yes, let us vigorously employ 
every humane method to get rid of this infamous, lying, 
hypocritical fraud, Christianity. All the murdering, plun- 
dering, deceiving schemes to rob the human race ever con- 
ceived by the brains of human devils, Christianity excels. 
It is the very essence of villainy. It commenced in blood, it 
has fed on blood—but let us try to bid it a bloodless adieu. 
In its present attempt to destroy our liberties, I hope the 
love of liberty will destroy it. .We cannot shirk this trouble. 
It is already here. Let us do all we peacefully oan to edu- 
cate and raise up from the present generation a nation of 
men and women intelligent enough, and brave enough, to 
stand forth and declare: No God, no Christ, no pope, no 
priest, no cross of Christ, shall ever tower above our sacred 
Constitution and the American flag. L. R. Tirvs. 


Santa Fe, N. M., March 22, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I expect to be able shortly to add a new sub- 
scriber to your list, or will remit something myself toward 
keeping up the pictures. They are a very important and 
necessary feature of Tus TRUTH SzEKER, and many persons 
notice them who do not care at first. to read the paper. As 
it is, I got you two lady readers here during the winter, but 
-a8 times are hard they find it easier to buy their papers every 
week at the news depot. They are or were both good 
church-members, and the ‘shock " received by looking at 
those horrible pictures seems to hav been very beneficial in 
‘its effect. Do not be too hard on our Catholic fallow-citizens, 
for we Freethinkers ought to consider thema very necessary 
-help in keeping up the balance against our hypocritical 
American Protestants. It is true they cause some trouble 
in our public school system, but then they hav good cause 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., March 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Allow me to express my thanks for Rems- 
burg’s masterly exposition of the truth of history in regard 
to Lincoln’s belief on religious topics. It is not denied by 
anyone here, that I hav spoken to, who is old enough to 
know, that Abraham Lincoln was an Infidel. There are 
plenty of people here who believe that Christianity is a 
fraud, but there is a lamentable lack of intellectually honest 
people. If it were not 80, we would not hav the Bible, that 
filthy collection of ancient tales, read in our public schools. 
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I believe there are not ten young people of school age, in 
this city of thirty thousand, who hav the least doubt that 
Abraham Lincoln was a model Christian. Last April, dur- 
ing the celebration of the Washington centennial, the 
preachers here all spoke of Washington as a Christian. One 
of them said, in making a temperance speech, that Wash- 
ington never touched alcohol in any of its forms. Yet Los- 
sing, in his “ Field Book of the Revolution,” page 839, 

speaks of him as drinking a gíass of wine on taking leave of 

his officers at Fraunce's tavern ; but a preacher does not hesi- - 
tate to do evil that good may come of it. But I fall ever to 

hear that they return good for evil. 

I think that Freethought and mental liberty among the 
masses can best be hastened by study and solution of the 
social problem. There can never be Universal Mental Lib. ` 
erty while there is universal industrial slavery. The con- 
centration of wealth in the hands of a few, as shown in 
Thomas G. Shearman’s article in the Forum, '* Who Owns 
the United States,” is truly alarming. When we consider 
that there are, according to the Illinois bureau of labor sta- 
tistics, recorded farm mortgages to the amount of $124,000,- 
000, in this state, bearing interest at the rate of eight per 
cent; and when corn sells for twenty cents per bushel in the 
central part of this state, and wheat for seventy cents per 
bushel, you can get an idea as to how the concentration is 
going on. Forty-nine million six hundred thousand bushels 
of corn out of the annual production to pay the interest on 
farm mortgages alone! -And then the taxes, the tariff tax, 
the tax on improvements, and the road tax. Now, what is 
the cause, and what is the remedy for this state of things? 
I believe, with Henry George and Thomas G. Shearman, 
that the cause is land monopoly, and the restricted produc- 
tion that springs therefrom; and the tariff and other taxes 
that hinder and restrict trade and exchange. And I also 
believe with them that the remedy lies in & single tax on 
land values; for carried out to its logical conclusion, it 
would do away with the landlord, whọ, as such, does not 
justify his existence by doing anything useful or necessary. 
And then the increased production due to the freedom of 
opportunity which would then prevail, would be equitably 
divided between capital and labor. And poverty, and the 
evils that spring therefrom—not the. least of which is the 
degrading superstition known as Christianity—would be 
banished from the land. Henry WALKER. 


44 . Roczns, ARK., April 2, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron : In this section I think we hav more religion 
of the assorted varieties than in any other part of the 
country; and especially the sort which requires supreme 
ignorance and blind faith in the make-up of its devotees. 
We hav Methodists—both sides of Mason and Dixon’s line— 
Presbyterians, ‘‘soul-sleepers” and ‘‘ sanctificationists,” 
“ Disciples of Christ,” and “ Latter-day Saints.” And a 
bigoted lot they are. They hav been fighting each other 
with as much hatred as the followers of the ‘“ meek and 
lowly ” are wont to exhibit. Well, we hav furnished these 
fanatical followers.of:a three-ply God with some new 
material to divert their minds. Last month Mr. J. E. Rems- 
burg gave '* Sabbath Breaking” and ‘‘ False Claims” in our 
Opera Hall, which 80 aroused the ire of some of the faithful 
that they determined to run Mr. Remsburg out of town if 
he attempted to lecture, again. Well, the Freethinkers, 
knowing how given to lying these prophets are, decided to 
giv them a chance to hav the one prophecy fulfilled; so had 
Mr. Remsburg come back the 25th of March—and behold, 
the “ Lord put a lying spirit into the mouth of the prophet," ` 
and the ‘‘ son of Belial ” again knocked the props from under 
the structure reared by superstition. Mr. Akers, the Chris- 
tian minister, took exception to some statements of Mr. 
Remsburg in his lecture ‘‘ Fa'se Claims,” and after the lect- 
urer had been gone three weeks, and wasa thousand miles 
from here, issued a challenge in our local paper to debate. 
Mr. Remsburg, being duly notified by the secretary of the 
Secular Union, promptly came to the scratch, much to the 
consternation, I think, of Mr. Akers, who had to face. the 
music, or back squarely out. He bravely came to the front, 
and for four nights the people had to listen to one of the 
most one-sided discussions since the Whitecaps used to take 
people from their beds at midnight, and with the Bible in 
one hand and a rope or shotgun in the other, ** argyfy.” Mr. 
Remsburg affirmed two nights the question, ‘‘The Bible is 
of human origin, and contains many historical and scientific 
errors, immoral teachings, and glaring contradictions,” 
Akers denying. Two evenings following, Akers affirmed, 
“ The Bible is of divine origin." From the very first start 
our J. E. Remsburg had.a clean walk-over. Akers accused 
Freethinkers and Infidels, and the '* whole lot,” of being 
free lovers. It would hav brought joy to your heart and 
laughter to your lips to hav seen our J. E. Remsburg dis- 
pose of that fling. He stepped to the pulpit, and laying his 
hand upon the Bible, said, ‘‘ You accuse Infidels of being 
free lovers, and charge that their teachings lead to a viola- 
tion of the sexual relations "—then snatching the Bible and 
holding it between thumb and finger with countenance which 
indicated a fear of being smeared with some'hing, exclaimed 
—‘ Do you read that book? Hav you heard of the saintly 
Solomon with his numerous wives and concubines? And 
the celestial David, the man after God’s own heart? And 
do you then accuse Infidels of being free lovers?” Then 
giving the book a contemptuous fling, not even looking 
where it went, he continued, ** Tell us we teach the violation 
of the sexual relations! Will the gentleman go with me to 
the penitentiaries and examin the records? If he will, I 
will agree to giv him $5 for every Infidel or Liberal he will 
find there, if he will giv me $1 for every clergyman sent up 
for violation of laws governing the relation of the sexes.” 

I am hopeful of getting some subscribers soon. I vote for 
the pictures, and will take a volume of them when it is 
ready. Gro. N. Brxier, 
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Children’s Gorner. i 


Hdited by Miss Suaas H. Wixom, Fall 
Riser, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. ` 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s oconpations 
That in known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Little Visitor. 


Somebody tum to ns las’ night, 
The dearest little midget; 
: He's dea as wee aa he tan be; 
He tum all by hisself, an’ he 
Des laughs, an’ cries, an’ winks at me, 
An’ keeps me in a fidget. 


- He des tum in from babyland, 
The angels bwung him over; 
And papa told me that he found 
The little fellow on the ground, 
An’ he was sleeping des as sound 

As I do, in the clover. 


"Tourse I ain't sorry that he tum. 
I's glad to see him—only 
I wants some love and tisses, too ; 
For since he tam, they don't—boo—boo I— 
Play wis ms like they ust to do, 
Apn’ Iis awful lonely. 


H»'8 dea brau new—an? that is why 
They fuss about him! maybe; 

An’ papa said I musn’t owy 

"Tause be'd det bigger by an’ by, 

But aiu’t he little now? Ob, my !— 

. He's only des a baby. 


Dood dracioug!—won't he ever stop? 
I tan't hear nuftin near him. 

No wonder all the angels thought 

That they could spare thia little tot — 

He owies so maoh that’s why they brought 
Him where they touldn't h«ar him! 


—C. M. Sauder in Pittsburg Bulletin. 
et e 


Composition about Boys. 


[Dzar Miss Wrxon: Here I am at your 
door again all covered with mud as usual. I 
hav brought my sister Mary along, and if.you 
will not let us in we will love you just the 
same. What I want is for the boys to love 
the grand oid TRUTH SEEKER or some Free- 
thought paper, then this country will be safe. 
Come. boys, let us get right in and lift.—J. 
M.F] i 

‘As boys and girls are the most important 
subjects in this world, I hav selected boys to- 
write about. Boys belong to the animal 
world and are made of clay, which ought to 
account for their faces being muddy when it 
rains. The mud, too, is liable to get on a 
boy's clothes. When a boy wants to go for- 
ward he goes sideways—first one side is 
pushed ahead ard then the other, and he goes 
most always on one end. Boysare the truck 
they make men of, and that will account for 
their looking some like boys, otherwise they 
might look like the devil. A boy has a knot 
on the up end of his body called a pericra- 
nium, or poll by the assessor, and his poll 
costs $4 every year in this county when he 
gets big. Some polls are no good. 

Some boys (buoys) stay all the time ia the 
water nesr rocks or harbors, aud if the wind 
blows they sing. Most presidents hav been 
boys, and if a boy has a dirty face, knees 
out, and only one '*gallis," the better presi- 
deut he will make. That is because he needs 
to be tough. Mr. Harrison is not much good. 
Bears like boys to eat, but lions will not eat 
aman if his name is Davyell. I like a boy 
that will not always mind, because he who 
obeys is a slave. Some day I will tell you 
what the world has gained by the heroic boys 
that would not mind. There is a fiae place 
in Idaho called Boise City. You never heard 
of girls’ city, did you? And then there is 
Manchester and Manhattan—lucky he had 
a hat on, old Comstock would hav had him 
long ago if he hadn't had something on. 
Mothers are said to love their boys the best. 
That is because they can get wood, milk the 
cow, and drudge. When a boy gets old he 
has made his mark in the world, and you can 
most generally tell by looking at the mark 
the kind of a boy he has been. A boy some- 
times live to the age of eighty or ninety years, 
but he is not a boy all this time, only the first 
twenty and the last twenty years of his life. 
Oh, it is fine to bea boy. Jas. M. FOSTER. 

Elk Grove, Cal., Dec. 1, 1889. 


MARY’S REPLY TO COMPOSITION ABOUT B YB. 

I want to say a few words about boys that 
James seems to hav forgotten. I am pretty 
sure boys came up from the lower animals. 
I cau only giv you à few hints why I think 
80. Where did boys get such & foolish play 
as leapfrog? Can any boy tell how old that 
play is? Did you ever notice how boys take 
to water in the spring? Do you know when 
doctors want to learn anything about boys 
they get a frog and diseect it, and then they 
know all about boys. Funny, ig it pot ?-—only 


it’s a little tough on the frogs. 


t Girls ain't 
done nothing, oh, no." Well, we'l see. 
Ida Ho (Idaho) is a thousand times larger 


than Boise City. He can see Manchester,. 


but he cannot see Victoria.. There is a state 
in this Union called the Mother of Presidents. 
Did you ever hear of a state called the father 
of presidents? Did he never hear of Miss Ala 
Bama (Alabama)? Then there is the Caro- 
lina girls, and Callie Fornia (California), and 
Miss Flora Day (Florida), and the two Misses, 
Mississippi and Missouri, and little Rhoda 
Island, and Louisiana, and dear Minne Sota, 
and sweet Ori Gon (Oregon), and there is my 
Maryland—dear old Maryland with her lovely 
daughter Anna Polis. Why, this country is 
overflowing with splendid girls. Why, look 
at the Pacific girls, there. Why, you ought 
to thank Miss Gaute Mala every morning of 
this life for that delicious cup of coffee made 
by a lady's hand, so delicious as only a 
mother or a sister knows how to make. 
There is Miss Allie Meda and Amy Door 
(Amador county), Callie Varis (Calavaris 
county), and Mary Posey. Yes, and we hav 
& saint, too—Santa Clara.” 

James (rising): ** We hav more Saints in 
California and Mexico than they hav harps 
for up there.” 

Teacher : ** James, sit down!” 

** Why, the largest river on this continent is 
a lady, Miss——" 

James here interrupts, saying: ‘‘ Father of 
Waters! Father of Waters!” 

Mary: ‘‘Miss doesn’t stand for father— 
nothing stands for father—but the old cow 
and her calf would, too, if father were here.” 

James sits down. 

** The largest river in South America bears 
a lady’s name, Amy Zone. They say, ‘ Girls 
ain’t done much'—oh, no. The horrid 
wretches! What won't they claim nex‘! 
‘The hand that roc*s the cradle moves the 
world. And a boy was never known to rock 
the cradle five minutes at a time in his life.” 

James (rising): ** Take me to the Isle of 
Man." 

Mary : ‘‘ Take me to mother.” 

Elk Grove, Cal. Mary V. Fosrer. 

— eom 
His Very Own. 

Little Tommy passes for a very practical 
youth. The other day his Uacle Joha 
brought him, as a birthday present, a ** word 
game," which Tommy had never played, and 
which did not seem to be particularly attractiv 
to him. 

Nevertheless Tommy thanked his uncle; 
&nd by and'by, edging around his chair, he 
asked : 

“Bay, Uncle John?” 

“ Well?" 

* This game truly belongs to me now, 
don’t it?” ` 

& Why, of course.” 

“To do just what I want with it ?" 

t Certainly." 

“t Then I'll tell you what I'll do. I'll sell it 
to you for ten cents.”— Youth's Companion. 

—————— — 0-8 4—— ——— ——— 
Correspondence. 


Paoorzr, S. C., March 10, 1890. 
Dzar Miss WixoN: As Sister Essie is 
writing to you about religious Joe, I want to 
write too. I am ten years old. I hav the 
“Story Hour" and love to read it. And I 
sometimes read tbe godly books too. Ilove 
to read about old Abraham and his sheep, and 
goats, and about old Mrs. Lot stewing herself 
down to salt as mamma makes 802p, and 
about the children going through the river. 
Of course I don’t think that God wrote it. 
But it sounds funny to me. I must close. 
Yours truly, MzriLI& TBOMASON. 
WzxronBD, Pa., Feb 24, 1890. 
Dear Aunt Susie: I suppose you will think 
I hav forgotten to write. It has been two 
years since I wrote to you. Harry and I go 
to school every day when we are well. We 
hav a good teacher this winter. His name is 
Mr. A. E. Stevenson. He boards at our 
plece. The directors tried to put him out 
because he was a Freethinker, but as that 
was all the fault he had, they could not do it. 
Grandma was seventy-four years old on the 
21st, and she is as smart as some at sixty 
Uncle Andrew Beveridge will be sixty-four 
years old on the 19th of March, and he is 
going to hava party. We each hava prceent 
for him. I will write again soon. 
I send you one of my name cards. 
From your little friend. 
Errig J. PEAROE. 


[Tbanks, Effie, dear, for the little flower 
card. It is very pretty.—Ep. C. C.] 


Paoorzr, 8. C., March 10, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I want to tell my little 
Liberal friends about a negro boy that we 


hav  Hisname is Joe Tucker; he is fourteen 
years old, has a bony face, long mouth, flat 
noge, wears a cap that, comes down over his 
eara, Chews gum, and carries milk to supply 
mamma’s customers, When he first came 


here he was very religious, prayed to Jesus, 
and thought us very wicked to speak hard 
things against the Bible; but, one day, my 
sister, Zeelemina, told him that Christians 
aay the Bib'e teaches that when one got to 
heaven, if he should see his mother in hell, he 
could smile at her punishment. Joe said 
“that if the Bible taught that, it tells a 
cussed inferntal lie!” And since that time 
Joe does not pray so much, and says but 
little about Jesus. 

I am going to school; am thirteen years 
old, and love the Children’s Corner very 
much. and love all of your books. ‘Apples 
of Gold ” is the best book I ever read. 

Essrg TgOMARON. 


WuzzLING, W. Va., March 1, 1890. 

DzgaR Aunt Susan: I heard you were in 
Washington and saw Mrs. Lyndail. She 
stopped here on her way home. She told us 
that you said for me to write again, and not 
to forget vou. Thanks to you for requesting 
us to write to you. 

Mra. Lyndall read the poetry you composed 
and read in the convention. It was grand. 

I hav been reading about the Washington 
monument. 

We are having very cool weather here. 

lam studying phrenology. 

Well. the church bells are making so much 
noise I can hardly write. 

My pa and Mr. E. A. Watkins are going to 
hav a debate this evening. The subject will 
be, ** Is the God of the Bible the God of the 
Universe?" They are going to hav it in the 
G. A. R. Hall. We went to the debate last 
night. The hall was well filled, and the au- 
dience was deeply interested throughout. 
They are going to hav another next Sundav 
evening. Subject: ''Resolved, That the 
Constitution Snould be so Amended as to 
Recognize the Christian’s God and that a 
Strict Observance of the Christian Sabbath 
Should be Enforced.” E A. Watkins af- 
firms and pa denies. We expect a good 
time, for it is an important subject. 

My sister will write before long. I would 
like some more of the Liberal boys and girls 
to write to me. Good-bye. 

Respectfully yours, 
Orto INGERS LL Nox. 


Moopy, Tzx , March 10, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: It is with a sad heart 
that I write a few lines to the Children’s 
Corner, to let them know the sad news of my 
loving father's death. He died March 1st 
and was buried March 21, 1896. This is my 
second letter to the Children’s Corner. I 
w:ote one last summer. I told you that my 
gravdma aud pa were sick. Grandma died 
the 14h of November, 1889. Oh, children, 
you don't know how we miss our loved ones, 
unless you hav had a trial of it. Pa had 
not been able to do a day's work for ten 
months. He suffered a great deal till the last 
two days. He died e»sy. He said he didn't 
want us to grieve after him. He said when 
be was dead he would be at rest. Father was 
a plain, straight, and Liberal man. He loved 
to read Tse TRUTH BzExzR and thought it 
was & good paper. Our time is out for the 
paper now, aud as we are not able to pay for 
it ma says she will hav it stopped coming, 
and Iam sorry. Brother George and I liked 
to look at the pictures and read the funny 
pieces in the good old TRUTH BgEKER. My 
uncle, Frank Fitch, has spent the winter 
with us. He was lots of company to his poor 
Bick brother and stayed by him till the last. 
He is going to stay with us this summer. I 
don't know how we could do without him, 
for he is so good and kind to all of us. Oh, 
dear little children, be good and kind to your 
parents, for you may be left fatherless or 
mo'herless some day. And you will hav 
enough to think about anyway. lam eleven 
years cf age snd my brother is fifteen. Iam 
going to school and hava good teacher. Her 
name is Miss Sallie Denton. I remain a true 
Liberal friend, Arrie Firon. 


—— 


to any lady who will mail her 

address on a postal card to 

O. S. CHarree & Son, i 
Mansfield Centre, Conn. i 


O S. Chaffee & Son are manufac- 
turers of the finest and best Black Silk 
Dress Goods made, and they ship direct 
from their mills to individuals, hence 

in buying from them you get all the 
profits usually made by the store. Buy 
of them and get a perfect dress. ` 
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ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, guitable for framing, sent postpaid, 


nm centg, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The Best Standard Typewriter in the World.& 
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Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subseribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE Jacos HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 


Single copies 16 cents; ten copies fe~ a dollar. 
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phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
Of the assumption that the Bible ig a divine 
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Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 
Jf not, the reason why? 
Jf there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
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New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
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The Reign of the Stoics. 
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History, Religion, Philosophy, and 
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The Trade Supplied at special Discounts. | CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: .... .- 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER TUER B With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
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BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Ameri- 
can Bookseller, 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
ress in all ages.— National Quarterly 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his Pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religions, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
dient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


ments of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnati Commercial. 
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By Edward Bellamy, 
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It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. $8 Lafayette Piace. New Vark 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction | ————— i 
and inspiration -New York Tribune. BIBLE- INQU IRER : : 
eal ig always made to a man’s reason 
cb noblest sentiments: never to his sel- om The Candle I om Under lhe Bushel 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and 
Self-Contradictions of the so-calle 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As & pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unsurpassed.”  8vo, 838pp. 
silk cloth, $3. aai 


fighnees.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12m0, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


“BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of our read- 

ers who preserve their papers 

Y £ we offer a new style of binder. 
§ ¿made for the purpose, an 

Niwith the heading of THE 

Y TRUTH SEEKER printed in 


MEE nN. old letters on the outside. 
-Äng of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 

1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And foi the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, - 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of “Hebrew 
á Mythology,” “ The Career of Jesus Ohrist." 


Striki 
d eB 


CRIMES ABHNST CRIMINALS 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 4890. 


The only Complete and Authoriz:d Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
$8 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Eve y Lib ral Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Arrar B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DR. HARDWICKE., 


INTRODUOTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evotation; Onan- 
ter III, Bible Myths and Evolution; Caanter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Caapter V, B ble 
Morality and Evolution; Ciaptev VI. Bible Mur- 
acles and Evoiution : Caapter VIT, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII Bibie Poetry and Erolu- 
tion ; Ohapter IX, Bibie Art aad Evolution: Chap- 
ter X. Bible God aud Evolution ; Chapter XL. Boul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Cunolnaion. 
Handsomely bonad 1a cioth. - Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. - 


ace 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not ro far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 

“Oloth, 12mo. 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[P5. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak the trath.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. | 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. . 


hi8 binder allowa the open- 
‘taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
"from any part of the file without disturbing the 
«other parts. 
ont: pid for €1, 


Sent by mail 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
tf qus 88 Lafavette Pi., New York, 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 

4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
. Underwood......... eee eerte eene 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh 5 

16 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh. l.l D 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 

17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Frecthought. George J. Holyoake. 1 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 1 

19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 

20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........ e 5 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts... 5 
24 Moral Value-of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 

26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization, Chas. Watts............ 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 

29 Is there & Moral Governor of the Uui- 
verse? Austin Holyoake....... aeia O 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 65 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
39 Labors Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 

44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 

41 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 

: MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for * God's chosen”... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why Iwas Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers............ . 5 

6 Dialogue betweon a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. .................. 10 

% Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian...... . 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
ORKO. —— BÓ — ME 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 65 
10 A Few Words about the Devil... 5 
11 New Life of Jacob...........- — E 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyonke... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Lifo of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Brad augh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 


On orders for fron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$6 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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. Obituary. : 


On Sunday night, March 81st, James Allen, 
one of our oldest and most highly respected 
citizens, passed gently away in desth. Father 
Allen has been an outspoken Freethinker for 
over a third of a century, and had been a 
subscriber to Tue TRUTH SzEKEE for fifteen 
or more years. He putto flight the Christian 
fanatic's idea of a Liberal’s death, and died as 
serenely and happily as any Christian who 
ever lived, remaining firm and steadfast to his 
convictions in religious matters. 

Prof. F. 8. Reefy, editor of the Elyria, O., 
Democrat, an able Liberal, conducted the 
funeral, at the oft-repeated request of the 
deceased. Mr. Reefy was listened to with 
marked attention by the neighbors, friends, 
and kindred of Father Allen, and one and all, 
Christian as well as Liberal, spoke highly of 
his address. : 

Father Allen and the writer were the only 
two Liberals in this community who were 
readers of your paper, and now I am left 
alone, although we hav a score or more Lib- 
erals in this community. You can depend on 
me remaining a subscriber as long as I liv; 
and as I am yet a young man, it may be for a 
long time. Long liv Toe Trurn SEBKBE! 
May she continue to send forth red-hot shots 
of truth for universal mental freedom; is the 
prayer of Yours respectfully, 

Wilmot, O. E. W. Serpzrr. 


Cyrus Fillmore passed away in his eighty- 
eighth year. He was a brother of the ex- 
president. He was a stanch Liberal, and a 
constant reader of Tas TRUTH SEEKER; fear- 
less and outspoken in defense of the prin- 
ciples he so firmly advocated. He was a 
priest-hater. He gave never a dollar for the 
church, but to the needy and those that were 
worthy he was a liberal giver. He was a 
man that did right because it was right, not 
because he was afraid of the resurrection in 
another world. He took the precaution to 
make atrangements a year before hie death 
for his funeral. He selected Dr. Furgeson, a 
Materialist, to preach his sermon. His 
remains were followed to his resting-place by 
a large concourse of people. He leaves a 
host of friends to mourn his loss. 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Christian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholiciam, from the vantage-ground of an 
tors." t Ronie the moat tenebant blows whioh 

ms. ea; e mos nohant blows whio 
pure logic ig capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Be- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
FREETHINKER'S MAGAZINE 


For April ia a valuable number. The contents are 
a8 follows : 

Picture of Girard College.—Too much Clericalism. 
y B. F. Underwood.— Warriors and Scientists. 

By Nellie Booth Simmons.—Unreported Scenes 

in Paris and Florence. By Q. J. Holyoake.— 
The Gods (Continued), By Robert G. Inger- 
roll,—Looking Backward. Bv Zoa Topsis.— 
Reminiscences (Continuea). By Lucy N. Col- 


man. 
Literary Department: The Tenant. By Carol. 
athoart Day.—The *' Frizzletop " Papers, No. 
1. By J. Edd Leslie.—Monism and Agnosti- 
viam. By Dr. Edmund Montgomery.—Liheral- 
jem in New York and Brooklyn, No. 2. By H. 
J. Clark.—Dividing Matter from Bpirit. By 
` L. M. Wilson.—Do Spirits Hav Teeth? By 
Henry Sharp. . ` 
Editorial Department : Elizabeth Hannah Church. 
An Obituary Notice (with Portrait).—The 
Women’s Convention.—All Sorts.—Book 
view. 
Copies for sale at the Truth Seeker Office. 
Price, 20 cents. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Phiiadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versifled, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking i i i 
work.—Prof. J. M. Poebles. ESO BINES OT Sole 


The book has been intr i i 
schools in Oeylon, e onn iuto Buddhist 
ra Beligio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
valisi papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 

s * ‘Extra Cloth, 175 pp.. $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, T6pp.: 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller ig ill-mannered, therefore im. 
moraL-—Zz/ract, 
Address THE TauTH BEEKEB Co. 
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PIONEER PITH.| 


Tur Gist oF LECTURES ON RATIONALISM. 


By Carr. R. C. Apams, President-of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Club ; author of 

* Travels in Faith from 

dition to Reason,” 


Tra- 


and ] 
* Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and oritical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 


tionalism is based. . j 
Paper, 12mo; 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


* Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mr, TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


‘BETWEEN ! 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOBARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
nfiuence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible’s Best Teachings and Ray- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors, 


By Q. 0O. DABLING. 
Papar, -. 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED. 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS, 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. BE. Remszure. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, e. >. «+  S95ocents. 


‘BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max Mutter, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


` By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price; 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jxo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. WarrtrorD, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. McLABREN. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FrpEr and A. Hook. 
Price; 25 centa. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
the army. 


Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
Renicious PuniTANISM AND MomEY-GrTTING. 
By A. R. Coopers. 
Paper, 200.; flexible clo., 3*. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Romance. By Mts. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap., 502.; olo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
18 Lafayette PI., New York. 


EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 
By Ca?r. R. C. ADANS. 


* One of the cheapest And Dest books on the sub- 
eot. 


Paper, 15 ents. 


Advancement: Science 


The Belfast Address. : 
By PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti- 
cles on Prayer. 


Paper, 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only; 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 
Paper, 870, 1:2 pages, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
With ExAMINATION oF THE PnoPHECIES, pap. 4! Jc. 


ALAMONTADA, 


THE GALLEY SLAVE. 


Bx J. H. D. Zsogoxkx. 
* A philosophical romance.” 
Paper, 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS. 


His CHARAOTER AND Doorrin. 


Being a chapter from a pairuis of Religious Be- 
ef. 


By Viscount AMBERLEY, 
Paper; 8vo; 170pp., 25 cents. 


w sumens mmen a 


Answers to Christian Questions’ 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 146pp., 25 cents. 


AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF; 


MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


: By M. Banocock. 
Price, 15 cents. - 


RELIGION OF HUMANIT 


better than 


BTERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BaBcock. 
Price, 10 cents. : 


ROABING LION OW THE TRACK, 


By M. Bazococr, 


-| Price, 10 cents. 


SUPERSTITION : 


RELIGION OF 


“BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 
By M. Babcock. 


/BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE 


| ON CHRISTIANITY. 
Between B, F. UnpERWoop and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
gens, Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 
Paper, 188pp., 50 ots.; olo., 8). 


COMMON SENSE 


. By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
; 15 cents. 


Price, 


| Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


T By B. F. UnpERwoon. 
Price, 10 centa. 


| IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


i 
By L. L. Dawson. 
J0 cente. 


DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolution out of 
! Cantante By D. M. BENNETT. Paper, 50 
i cents; oloth, 75. 

| 


j ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worship Identical— 
i.e. Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 


| By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Drutd of 
Great Britain. 
Price, . . 25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


on, Positivist OALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. Unperwoop and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 


By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. ` 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Paper; 300pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Price, 


. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. Loxc8zoRE. 
50., 50». per doz., 25 for $1. 


THEUNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Jonn FISKE. 
Price; 10 cents, 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 centr. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE. 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By B, P. Putnam. 
Price, 25 oonta. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE. 
By Wm. MoDoNNELr. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY RIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 3Jc.; clo., 50. 


Why Dont God Ki the Deri? 


By M. Basoock. 
Price, 25 cents, 


THE CLERGYMAN’S VICTIMS. 
A LIBERAL STORY. By Mrs.J.E. Ball. 


„Price, 25 cents. 


JESUS CHRIST: 


His LIFE, 
TEACHINGS, and IMPERFEOTIONS. 


| By W. 8. BELL. 
Price, 25 cents. 


RESURRECTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In. 
By W. B. BELL. 


Price, 10 cents, 


FIRST EPISTLE of 
BENNETT, Apostle, to TRUTH SEEKERS, 


. By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price; 10 cents. 


GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, 8 centa. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. | 


THE 


LOGIC OP DEATH, 
Way SHOULD tar pores FEAR TO Diz? 


By J. G. HorXoAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
THE 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 
$ DEDUCED FROM 
Tug PRINOIPLE of FReEerHoucar. 


By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 6 cents. 


ne) 


Secular Responsibility 


By Q. J. 330LYoAEE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS I, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 


By A. R. Grore, A.M. 
Paper, 60 cents ; cloth, 75, 


fodly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap., 602.5 ci0., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 
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p. M. BENNETT’S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THÉ TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE, 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes, With a steel-platé 
ehgraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
éach volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cits. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,078 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 


$3.09; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times, Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; ip 
Leathe, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 


From Behind the Bars, A series of 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages, 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
woeks in Europe. Giving somo account 
of the Intornational Freethinkers! Con- 
gress hold nt Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nott was a dolegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what ho saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With n steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


. Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 


Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 
Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BENNETT and Rev. G. H. 
Houmenrey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Botween 
D. M. Beynerr and Cyrus Rowurus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
origimal, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

BENNETT affirms; Mam denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M.'Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
s 3,000 questions propounded to his Jewisli 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 sents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore's Letters. First 

Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 

` ing many church incidents and his evolu- 

tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 
rims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the [3r*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 
The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle io the Truth Seekers 
cents. 


The Oreat Religions of the World. 


cents. 


Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 


0 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
. 18 eenia. 


E. M. MACDONALD, Enoi. s á 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
i Papers of any Liberal Journal. . € 


Amotg those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men an 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: E £ 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O0. PENTECOST. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The Editor of THE TRUTH SEBKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been clected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 
The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People's Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms caleulated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 


. THE TRUTH ‘SEEKER. 
LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


And many others. 
also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. £ 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observauces. 


It advocates the abolition of all Jaws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
` Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEw York. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 OENTR. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

lam much pleased with 
notice it in Man.—T, B. Wa i 

A beautiful pamphlet of 86 pages. Itis a very 
e paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
í take great pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition "1o the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J.MoOsbe. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - - "75 Cents. 
eS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
jess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is ts such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admiros 
and apprediates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tam Taura SErkER OOMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED 


TwExrve Orner Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER UO. 
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The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


i HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
O; 5 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joun W. Caapwiox. 

3. SOLAR. AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
+ ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. SERVIBS. : 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. RYOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports, ! 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Di. HossrTER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN : His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. COPE. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BOBERT G. ECCLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. 
n. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dz. LEWIS 
. JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NErsoN C. 
PARSHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By JogN W. Opapwiok. 
14 PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
i. THE BEETS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
1 COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minot J. 
AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of ‘Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS.. 


Good American Nickel 8tem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6, Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted. 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
onnoe, $450; 5 ounoe, $6. In best open-face 
filled zoid, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
ela, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $21.10; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting Cases, $6 more. 


Tbe New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: iu silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$96. BEsT opev-face filled screw case. $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ bert gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewela: 
$18.50: 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and alamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; & magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination. rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts, Ail bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Liberal HMlectings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Breoklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P.M., every 
Bunday, Ádmission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey ste cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
ood Sts. at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Zru 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Socicty, Boston, 


Meets every Sundsy (from October to June) at 
2 E 45 vua at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 


The Secular Society of Kent, Q., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited.. MARIUS HEIGHTON,fec. 


The Minneapotis Secular Union 
Meeta every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., &t_ 412 Nicollet 
ave..Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres.: Leroy BERRIER, Sec, 


Elizur Wright Secuiar Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the firat and fourth Sun- 
days of each mouth at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free disonssion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to THE 


t TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. 


R.G. BMITH, Oor. Sec. 


The Walle Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pM. in Grand Army 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets everv Sunday jn the Liberal reading-room 


hall at 2:30 pm. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Seo. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
Revised Edition—2 vola—Price, 84. 


By JOBN WILLIAM DRAPER. M.D., LL.D. 
Address ThE TRUTH SHEKER. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boor contains songs 
by the beat poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parion, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenker, 


and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
Address Tux TRUTH BEEKER Co. 


$5oenía 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
Sician, and the most Sute 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 ets. for bis *'Pri- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middle aged 
meu, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
fis the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth pn 
External Application.—2. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
` the hands of thase »fflict- 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
mers have been frequent- 


1 ly nssailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his pr 
sio and it is safe to trust him," — The National Views 


LLOWS, 


N.J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
wo know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J.. 
First, we know that he is à reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skili, who has earned success by 
good work. Second tnat he fulfills all bis agres- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of bopeless Cases that in the olden time his 
skill would bave been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and 
a stanch Liberal.—The Better Way. 


. 
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Jews of the Week, 


"pointed out by the Paris inspectors of child 
Jabor. who after visiting factories say : ‘‘ The 
- lack of moral instruction among these chil- 
dren is very painful. To all our questions 
about their duties to the family, to society, to 
their. country, they responded poorly, or not 
at all.” 


SAMUEL J. RANDALL 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. pivari 


Tur need of moral instruction in schools is | Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
Jehovah, Natan, the Holy Ghost, 
rein Mary, and the Bible. * 
II. Describes Fully all 
the Erow Svetéme of the World. 
th, $3 per vol.; the 


cluding 


Jesus Ohrist, 
8*0, 835) SDD. . 


Svo, 957pp. 


3 vols., $5; sera $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


died last Sunday morn- 


AND REFORMERS. 


ew Schools of Thought, Eminent Soien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians) 
from the time o? Menu to the pres- 
ent.  8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., ge 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


68 of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, | ~ 
Teacherra, Skeptics, Inrovators, Founders of 


Gens of Thought. 


Even in countries said to be. free, it is in 
vain to look for that freedom which violates 
none of the natural rights of man, and which 
secures indefeasible possession and uncon- 
troled exercise. On the contrary, the liberty 
existing there, founded upon a positiv right 
uuequally shared, confers upon an individual 
prerogativs greater or less according to the 
town which he inhabits, 
the class in which he is 


ing. 


born, the fortune he pos- 


Frenou scientists and 


engineers are contem- 


‘plating a railway across 


Sahara. 


In Spain Carlist and 


anti-Carlist feeling is 


causing conflicts between 
` troops and the people. 


Tre Iowa legislature 
“is much exercised over 
prohibition, or restric- 
- tion, of the liquor traffic. 


BisMARCKE’s seventy- 
‘fifth birthday was cele- 
“brated with many honors 

from the German people. 


Srantzy thinks the 
Germans are getting too 
much of Africa, and that 
England should hav 

* more. 


ANOTHER attempt has 
been made on the czar’s 


gesses, Or the trade he 
may exercise. In these 
countries, however, civil 
avd personal liberty are 
gueranteed by the law. 
If man be not al] that he 
ought to be, still the dig- 
nity of his nature is not 
totally degraded; some 
of his rights are at least 
acknowledged ; it can no 
longer be said of him 
that he is a slave, but 
only that he does not yet 
know how to become 
truly free.— Condorcet. 


T2185 is not liberty 


life, and he has been 
forced to giv up an in- 
tended trip. 


Ar Rome on the 13'h 


& meeting of unemployed 
w^rkmen used such an- 
archical language that 


the police dispersed 
them. 


Tur Farmers’ Alliance 
jn Georgia wanta the gov- 
ernment to build ware- 
houses in which farmers 
may store their grain, 
obtaining loans thereon. 


Jn Russia the demand 
for a constitution and a 
parliament bas secured support in the czar’s 
private circle, and he may accede hoping to 
. end the attempts on bia life. 


On May 1st'there will be great labor dem- 
onstrations in nearly all the European coun- 
tries, with agitation in favor of eight hours. 
. That dav may be made an annual labor holi- 

dayi in Europe. 


In Boston British-Americans and Irish- 

. Americans are engaged in a wrangle that arose 

- from tbe presentation by the former of a 

United States flag to a public school, which 
~ tbe Irish scholars resented. 


On the 8th tornadoes did damage at several 
places in Michigan, and Norwalk, O. It 
visited Illinois, with less violence. Buildings 
were blown down and a church steeple or 
two taken off. One or two lives were lost, 
and a number were injured. 


TaE recent Methodist conference at New 
York passed resolutions against the Secular- 
ization of the common school education. 
“ Purely secular education,” say the resolu- 
tions, ** is impossible in a land whoee litera- 
ture, ‘history, and laws are the product of a 
Christian civilization. Christian citizens 
must deny the right of the state to assume to 
giv such an inadequate education.” 


At Vienna on the 8th a meeting of strikers 
came into conflict with the police, whom 
they stoned. Therioters then damaged some 
buildings, but were dispersed by cavalry and 
infantry. Many civilians anc fourteen police 
.were hurt. Later, 8,000 unemployed men 
held a meeting, and demolished a police 
guard room, set fire to a spirit shop, kept the 
fire service away, and sacked several Jews’ 
shops. At nivhbt rain fell, and helped the 
troops to disperse the rioters. 


Tue provisional government of Brazil, hav- 
ing decreed all the great popular measures 
demanded by the people, is now trying to 
avoid the danger and inconvenience that at- 


tended the adoption of the American Consti- |: 


tution. Tbey hav nominated a number of 
well-known specialists to frame a constitution 
which is to be presented to the constituent 
assembly. The republic is composed of 
states, federal districts, provinces, and ter- 
ritories. The government is representativ, 
federal, and republican. Each state shall be 
governed by its own laws. The federal gov- 
ernment shall guarantee to all a republican 
form of government. The federal govern- 
ment shall interfere in the government of the 
states only for the purpose of guaranteeing a 
republican form of government, the sanction 
of sentences of the federal courts, and in case 
of rebellion. In the last-named contingency 
a state of siege may be proclaimed and the 
. federal power will assume the government 
nnt] the cause of the trouble be removed. 
Provinces are to be regularly organized polit- 
ical bodies that require pecuniary assistance 
from the ^upreme federal government. 
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which we can hope for, 
that no grievance ever 
should arise in the com- 
monwealth, that let no 
man in this world expect; 
but when complaints are 
freely heard, deeply con- 
sidered, and apeedily re- 
formed, then is the ut- 
most bound of civil lib- 
erty obtained that wise 
men look for.— Milton. 


Tzr author of a great 
reformation is almost al- 
ways unpopular in his 
own age. He generally 
passes his lite in disquiet 
and danger. It is there- 
fore for the interest of 
the human race that the 
memory of such men 
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P egthiukens Almanac, 


(E. M. 290.) 
*+WITH+ILLGSTRATIONS.+ 
COITTEZITTS. 
pace, | - PAGE 
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So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; 
but there was no sword in the hand of David.—1 Sam. AH DEON M NAN OE Derr Oe che ee eem 50. 


should be held in rever- 
ence, and that they 
should be supported 
against the scorn and 
hatred of their contem- 
poraries by the hope of 
leaving a great and im- 
perishable name. To go on the forlorn hope 
of truth is & service of peril. Who will un- 
dertake it, if it be not also a service of honor? 
It is easy enough, after the ramparts are car-. 
ried, to find men to plant the flag on the- 
highest tower. The diffculty is to find men. 
who are ready to go first into the breach.—- 
Macaulay.  - 


Were We as thankful for what we hav re-- 
ceived as the favors of society deserve, we: 
should think more kindly of men generally,. 
since nearly everything comes from some: 
source unknown. Our ancestors, our prede-- 
cessors, and our contemporaries hav all done: 
something for us, which we can return only 
in gratitude to the race.— Derbower. 


NaTuRE is a book that is open to all peo- . 
ples; it recognizes no distinction of color, 
or nationality, or sex; it is free to impart its 
wonders to 91] who are prepared to read its 
ever-upfolding pages.—Arthur B. Moss. 


The analogies of body and mind are most 
strikingly exhibited in the development of 
physica! and moral poison habits. At first 
every poison is repulsiv. Children abhor the 
very smell of alcohol. The first effect of 
tobacco is that of a nauseating drug. The 
disgusting taste of opium prevails through 
every disguise. Nature protests against the 
incipience of an insidious “second nature," 
and this protectiv instinct often saves "where 
neither law nor science yields itsaid. . . . 
Gross vices do not achieve an easy conquest: 
the protests of a faithful conscience warn us 
again and again; but, if that protest is per.. 
sistently disregarded, nature at last adapts. 
herself to the abnormal condition, and the: 
instinctiv repugnance givs way to a morbid. 
craving for the unnatural stimulus. Healthy 
food grows insipid. The toper becomes a. 
slave to his drug; and, by educational influ- , 
ences, the baneful habit may develop into a. 
hereditary or even national vice. Ina similar - 
way, such moral poisons as hypocrisy, the: 
miracle-mania, and pessimism hav to over-. 
come the resistance of every healthier instinct : 
before they can enslave the mind of a whole: 
nation. In southern Europe, the doctrine of? 
the Galilean church hav achieved this victory.. 
Among the Caucasian races of the Mediterra- 
nean peninsula millions of our fellow-men . 
hav lost the normal instincts of their species, 
and hav come to enjoy the poison of anti- 
naturalism. The Greek and Roman monks 
vied in self-abasement, self-mutilation, and 
the voluntary sacrifice of their reason, as 
their forefathers vied in science and heroic 
games. Patriotism has withered under the 
influence of anti-natural dogmas. Unmanli-. 
ness has ceased to be & reproach. Manly 
self-reliance and athletic sports hav lost their 
charm. The prescriptions of the Jesuitical 
poison-mongers hav made simple truth in-. 
sipid: their victims hav contracted a morbid 
craving for süpernaturalieni, and love cant., 
forits own sake.—Prof. Feliz L. Oswaid,. 
M.D., in The Secret of the Hast, 
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dilofes and Clippings. 


IN the course of an article on ** Flaws in 
lIngersollism," in the April North American 
Review, the Rev. Lyman Abbott expresses sur- 
prise that the ** inspiring story " of Abraham 
‘should hav no attraction for Colonel Inger- 
‘soll. Abraham, it will be remembered, was 
‘commanded by the Lord to kill his son, and 
‘appears to hav been willing, if not anxious, 
‘to obey the command. A similarly *'inspir- 
‘ing story " now comes from Faulkton, South 
‘Dakota, to the effect that E. Eckhart, while 
„suffering from theological dementia, stabbed 
his two young sons with a bread-knife, and 
‘cut hia wife's throat. Eckhart claims that the 
Lord told him to commit the murder. Since 
‘this incident, says Freethought, involves the 
‘killing of three persons instead of one, Dr. 
Abbott should find it three times as inspiring 
‘as the story of Abraham. 

Tris js the Milwaukee Sentine?’s estimate 
of the Bennett law: ‘The very pith and 
marrow of the law are in these two provisions: 
1. Every child between the ages of seven 
‘and fourteen shall attend school—unless ex- 
‘cused for good reason—for at least twelve 
‘consecutiv weeks in each year. 2. That 
‘every child, as above, shall during the period 
‘mentioned, receive instruction in reading, 
‘writing. arithmetic, and United States history 
in the English language. Nothing is said 
‘about parochial schools. If it is shown that 
a child receives this instruction for the time 
mentioned in any school, or at home, or has 
already had instruction equivalent to that 
mentioned, its parents are exempt from all 
penalty. The parochial schools may teach 
religion much, little, or altogether; may 


Beneath the shadow of that papal curse stalked the specters of w 


teach German or any other language exclu- 
sivly the year round; may do exactly what 
they choose to do, as far as this law is con- 
cerned. Thelaw only prescribes that parents 
shall see that their children get twelve weeks 
of schooling each year, a part of the studies 
to be conducted in English.” And the fact 
that the children must hav twelve weeks' 
schooling in useful studies in tlie English 
language is just why the foreign Catholics and 
Lutherans of the state are against the law! 


Durme the discussion on the public wor- 
ship estimates in the lower house of the Prus- 
sian diet on the 18th, Dr. Windthorst, the 
leader of the clerical party, asked for the 
creation of a Catholic section in the ecclesi- 
astical affairs department; a settlement of 
the question relativ to the appointment of 
priests; the abrogation of the sperrgesetz, by 
which priests in certain cases are deprived of 
their stipends; a supervision of the schools 
by priests; the free admission of Catholic 
religious orders into Prussia, and the prohibi- 
tion of the use of Catholic churches by Old, 
Catholics. Dr. von Gossler, minister of eccle- i 
siastical affairs, in reply to Dr. Windthorst, 
said that the government could not comply. 
with the demands of the clericals. Particular 
denominations, he declared, could not claim 
to be represented in the ministry. Catholic 
matters were attended to by Catholie officials. 
In affairs affecting the schools and universities 
the opinions of the Catholic leaders were 
taken. Dr. von Gossler announced that a 
bill dealing with the sperrgesete would be in- 
troduced in the diet. He declined to inter- 
fere with the Old Catholics. The govern- 
ment, he said, had received no complaints 
regarding them. The question of the entry 


| ment or devotion. 


of religious orders into Prussia, Dr. von Gos- 
sler declared, could not be decided by the 
ministry of ecclesiastical affair; alone. 


A rnIEND of Henry G. Marquand, who is 
perhaps more largely responsible than is any 
other one man for the failure of the trustees 
of the Metropolitan Museum to open it to the 
public on Sundays, has this to say in the 
World, of the reasons which influence Mr. 
Marquand in this course: ‘‘It is all a ques- 
tion of money, of expense, and not of senti- 
There are à few persons 
like Mrs. Robert L. Stuart who giv and will 
continue to giv, as long as the museum ie 
kept closed on Sunday, a handsome yearly 
sum to cover the daily expense of keeping it 
open, of policing it, and lighting and cleaning 
it. Those donations would stop were the 
museum to be opened Sunday. But opened. 
it would be, nevertheless, if the trustees saw 
any certainty of getting elsewhere, from the 
city or from other public-spirited citizens, an 
equivalent sum to pay current expenses. 
The custodians and special officials must be 
men of good character and good address. 
Such men cannot be secured for less than $3 
a day. A score of them, for several are 
necessary in each roomor department, eat up 
a large sum every week. Who will supply 
that sum and open the museum Sundays? 
Some years ago costly Etruscan gold orna- 
meu!s were stolen. Nothing can be made 
away with now, the trustees believe.” We 
scarcely credit Mr. Marquand’s assertions, 
for the museum managers defeated a bill pro- 
viding for the maintenance of the museum on 
condition that it was opened Sundays. 


Foster Norra, of Kewanee, Ill., a son of 
a Trurn SeEKeR correspondent and sub- 


ar, pestilence, famin, desolation, and death.— La Oroig. 


geriber, has filed a petition in the supreme 
‘court for à mandamus to compel the trustees 
of the University of Illinois to restore him to 
the privileges of the university, from which 
he was suspended six weeks before he was to 
graduate in June, 1885, because he refused to 
attend religious worship in the chapel. He 
alleges that absence from the chapel is the 
only offense with which he is charged; that 
the institution is supported and controled ex- 
clusivly by the state, and that the constitu- 
tion provides that ‘‘ No person shall be re- 
quired to attend or, support any ministry or 
place of worship against his consent.” He 
claims that these religious services in the uni- 
versity are illegal, and the rule requiring at- 
tendance is illegal and void; that excuse for 
absence from such exercises cannot be re- 
quired; that as he has violated no legal rule, 
and has fulfilled all lawful conditions veces- 
sary to the enjoyment of the advantages of 
the university, he has a legal right of attend- 
ance there. Shortly before his suspension 
Governor Oglesby and the penitentiary com- 
missioners, believing that attendance upon re- 
ligious worship could not justly and legally 
be required of convicts in the state peviten- 
tiaries, ordered that such convicts be allowed 
to absent themselvs from any or all religious 
services without being required to giv any 
excuse or reason therefor. He thinks that 
students, as well as convicted murderers and 
thieves, hav rights which the authorities of 
the state are bound to respect. The late de- 
cision of the supreme court of Wisconsin, in 
Wells vs. School Board of Edgerton, in 
which Bible-reading in public schools was de- 
clared illegal under constitutional provisions 
similar to those of Illinois, fully sustains the 


position of Mr. North. 


ble chameleon nondescript. 


Cemmunications. 


EE a an ge ee 


What Is Spirit? 


If spirit is what it is said to be, then it is a verita- 
It is anything ideality, 
speculation, and metaphysics may make it. The 
word ‘ spirit” represents an absiraction ard not an 
entity. But superstition and the imagination hav in- 
vested it, as they hav terms representing many sb- 
stract virtues and moral qualities, with the halo and 
glow of a divine persomfied imagery. Justice is 
represented by the image of a divinely human figure 
"holding the scales to balsnce righteousness, 
Mercy is another tender human representation, 


— inclining over the humble, repentant sinner, with the 


‘posture and aspects of forgivness and sympathetic 


' love. 


Liberty is personsted by the erect or sitting fe- 


. .male figure, in the habiliments of freedom, with her 


“ staff and banner floating in the breeze. In ancient 
Greece more than now, the abstract virtues, the pas- 


- gions and emotions, were imaged by varied impersona- 


tions, which were deified and titled as their gods. 


It is only mature minds and philosophie thizkers 
. who dispense with these external representations of 
abstract conceptions. Immature, undeveloped fntel- 
leois, inexperienced, limited, and uncritical thinkers, 
ean never rise above physical associations and person- 


. ifientions in their attempis at abstract thought, or in 


- tions. 


~ their conceptions of psychical or metaphysical ques- 
Nations, as well as individuals, liv and die 
and never advance beyond this sensuous, rudimentary 
mental state, from what may be called arrested intel- 
lectual development. Those who are religious, or 
‘the sp ritual-minded—so called—priests and people, 
teachers and taught, the educated and ignorant, the 
- cultured and refined, are invariably and voluntarily 
the victims of this ancient illusory faith, that origi- 
nated in the earlier ages, the childhood of the race. 
Toe terms spirit or spiritual cannot be thought 
of in connection with map, without the concep- 
tion of an image, an entity, which, in some sense, 
exists as a personality, either with or without the 
individual homo. Civilized or Christian nations owe 
their conceptions of the spirit to the ancient mytho- 
logical records that hav been preserved, reproduced, 
and interpreted by the savants and leaders in litera- 
ture and religion, which hav molded and given 
direction to sivilizad thought. ` 
This theory and literature of ghosts, or personified 
moral and physical forces, is as sncient as written 
language. It is the earliest and oldest.method of 
generating and impressing thought. It belongs to 
the cave, the wigwam, and the tent, to prehistoric 
man in his gropings for mental illumination. Its 


- antiquity imparts to ita seeming of divine authority, 


and inspires the affection and tenacity with which it 
is cherished. Itis cherished now with a confidence 
- that the world would go to ruin and chaos, and 
heaven be unfilled, without it. Itis reverenced ss 
& God-given boon, to save man from perdition. To 
abandon it for any cause, we are told, would ke to 
surrender all motiv or restraint, all moral sense and 
obligation, all regard for life or deatb, time or 
eternity, heaven or hell, man or God. 

Science has assaulted and taken the outposts, and 
is storming the very citadel in which this mythical im 
personativ faith is intrenched. Bvt such is the 
affection for this time-honored, all-absorbing delu- 
sion, that every inch of ground is being contested asd 
maintained with an inveteracy that has always char- 

` acter;z :d the zealots of superstition. It is wonderful 
with what a fatuity and desperation the feelings and 
faith cling to that which cannot be logically main- 
tained and is without foundation! It is wonderful 
how illusions can be so implanted, and interwoven 

_ With every moral fiber of being, that life seems to 
depend on them for its continuance ! 

Thinking and wise men coin words for practical 
use; the thoughtless and visionary pervert and abuse 
them in defense of ignorance and to maintain super- 
stition. The Greek word representing spirit, mean- 
ing life and energy, has been captured by the blind 
and bigoted, construed into several meanings, and 
made to do service in behalf of the bias and to sup- 
port the vagaries of the visionary religious enthusiast. 
Everyone wrests or defines it to suit his fancy, or to 
build up his own faith. One says that it is a 
synonym of soul; another, that it is a synonym of 
mind; another, that it is & synonym of life; and 
another says that it is a supernatural entity, and rep- 
resents a disembodied human being, an organized 
personal intelligence, an intangible or ethereal dupli- 
cate of the previous personality, 

O;hers among the more illiterate ancients, notably 
as described in the scriptures, believed in a realm of 
spirits, existences independent of men yet with the 
power of coming to them and entering into and 
taking possession of their persons and functions. 
Many of these were called evil spirits or devils, and 
those whom they occupied were said to be “ pos- 
sessed of devils.” The evil spirits are described as 
producing various disturbances of the nervous sys- 
tem, driving their victims into spasms, fite, and ex- 


tremes of impropriety, from which there was no 
release till the epirits could be exorcised or expelled 
by some magic or superhuman power, which was 
said to hav been exercised successfully for that pur- 
pore on many occasions. - 

All these different definitions of the spirit prevail 
in society now, and lead to great confusion of ideas 
among those who undertake to compare views or to in- 
struct each other in the mysteries cf spirituality. 

It is a popular idea with some that the spirit or 
spirits make revelations to the human mind or feel- 
ings of the high or profound and otherwise inscru- 
table ways and purposes of the divine arcana, con- 
cerning the welfare and destiny of man. - 

With all these and still other definitions of the 
spirit, it can readily be seen in what interminable 
confusion and embarrassment are placed all those 
who indulge in the literature and theories of spirit 
and devote their time to making acquisitions to their 
stores and stock of spiritual knowledge. Scarcely 
any two assign to the word the same definition. 

What is called spiritual impression, or any form of 
the spiritual craze, is generally an irremediable mal 
ady. When deeply seated it assumes supremacy 
over the intellect, and no evidence or reasoning pre- 
sented to the mind can expel it from its throne in the 
mental citadel. Facts, arguments, proofs, and 
demonstrations fall ineffectiv when led against the 
network the spirit has woven around the mind. 
Every verbal doubt may be silenced, every vestige of 
sophistry in defense of the faith may be proved fal. 
lacious and visionary, yet the presence and power of 
the spirit remains the supreme arbiter unshaken and 
unchal epged by any logic. When tka intellect, ihe 
understanding and reasoning powers, are subjugated 
to the blind impulses and fancied dictates of the 
spirit, thsre is seldom any hope of relief from the in 
fatuation. If we can save the young, it is our only 
hope. If we can teach them intelligent, rational 
views of the spirit before they are captured and en- 
slaved by the terrorizing power of the fabulous ones, 
they may be saved in a condition of sanity, with the 
mind open to the lessons of reason snd truth. They 
must learn from the demonsirations of science that 
there is but one proper meanirg for the word spirit, 
and that is, to represent the physical, moral, and in- 
tellectual life of msn; and learn that when there 
leave a man he has lost his life, or soul, cr mind, and 
sll that remains with us that is cognizable is the life- 
less form that will molder into earth. This is the 
intelligent thought for which the word was made to 
stand, and it still remains so for the honest, unsophis- 
ticated, rational thinker. Between him and the 
epiritual lunatic there is a chasm, that cannot easily 
be bridged, because of the utter incompatibility of 
science and superstition. 

Spirit, soul, mind, or life, in their separate cr com- 
bined sense, in any practical, scientific, comprehensi- 
ble sense, are one and the ssme thing. They express 
when cursorily and separately used, generally but 
parts of what in a united sense they reprerent, as 
the product and sum of the vitalized activities of a 
living buman being. We cannot understand them, 
and neither can they be of any intelligent use to us, 
unless we ascribe, and can trace them, to a physical 
basis. They indicate only conditions, qualities, and 
functions of the activ organism. Of a man we can say, 
He is of a “meek and quiet spirit ;’ or of a “sweet 
and tender spirit ;’ or of a “bold, daring, and war- 
like spirit." We speak of a large-souled man, a 
magnanimous soul, a grand or a mean soul; or say, 
He puts soul in his business, or, He bas no soul in 
his work. A manof great mind; or, He has a mind 
of his own; or, Heimproves his mind or neglects his 
mind ; or, He uses his mind; or, He does not mind 
his business—are other expressions very common, 
and in this sense they are uniformly understcod. 

The “life” of a man means simply the unsus- 
pended functions of the organic structure. To hav 
life is to hav the spirit, soul, or mind stiil represented 
in the body, as the product of this life. We say, a 
useful life, an activ life, a low or bigh life, a fruitful 
or valuable, or an instructiv aed interesting life, 
when we speak of a biography. Only when we 
associate these words with a physical basis, with a 
cognizable being, can we use them to convey intelli- 
gent thought. Our observations and experiences, 
the cognition of our senses, familiarize us with their 
meaning when they are used in connection with the 
functions of living, moving beings. But the moment 
we attempt to think of them as something separate 
or self-existent we flounder in the realms of the inter- 
minable, the fantastic and deluding. When the 
imagination is released from its moorings to some 
real substratum, its range is without law and limit. 
In this region nothing is known or expected to be 
known ; everything is believed. No common ground 
between partisans of faith can be found; but every 
imaginable aspect of the fields of illusion is cecupied. 

What do we know about these abstract, meta. 
pbysical subjects? And what can we learn of them 
except the speculativ opinions of the benighted past, 
as left on record by the ancients? And how can we 
know what these ancients rsally thought or meant, 
by the very indefinit and obscure way they hav come 
down to us? 


In the New Testament we read, “ God is @ spirit ? 
and then, “ God is love," not a love; “ God is light,” 
not «light. Here we see the indefinit article used 
before spirit, meaning that God is one spirit. The 
implication is that there are other spirits, or that 
there is a realm or order of spirits, and God is one 
of them. If that was not the belief of the writer, 
he would hav written, “ God is spirit,” which would 
hav been accordant with the other two forms of ex- 
pression. We are informed by the late revisers of 
the New Testament that the translators of the au- 
thorized copy were not at all particular or accurate in 
the use or disuse of the articles in that version. 
They sometimes used them when the Greek text did 
not justify it, and at other places they dropped them 
where they should hav used them. And then again, 
they inserted the indefinit æ where they should hav 
put the definit /Ae ; and at other places they dropped 


both and substituted the adjectivs this aud that, 


where there was no warrant for so doing, materially 
ehanging the sense of the original text. 

These changes, with many more, were unjustifiably 
made, sometimes from carelessness, oversight, or 
neglect, and in other instances, on purpose to change 
the text to accord more with the individual bias or 
with the popular superstition. The revisers rectified | 
some of these errors, and they admit they let some 
remain unchanged, because readers so long &ccus- 
tomed to them would not receive the improvement 
or correction of the text if they had made it, on ac- 
count of their attachment to and faith in the old 
and false. Were it not for this prejudice the revi- 
sion could hav been made to read, God -is spirit; or, 
God is «love; or, God is a light; or the spirit, the 
love, the light, just as well as in the way we hav it 
now. The revisers evidently desired to make such 
char ges as they deemed expedient, and as far as they 
thought the readers would tolerate, in the direction 
of modern scientific thought, and in the direction of 
accord with the revelaticns and discoveries of the 
latest enlightened biblical scholarship. 

If God is spirit, light, and love, then spirit, light, 
and love are God. Aud this scientific idea of spirit 
and of God is rapidly gaining credence and accept- 
ance in all the higher, advanced, intelligent circles of 
society, as notably among the clergy a8 among the 
scientists. The old fabulous, personifying beliefs 
and teachings hav had their day, hav done their 
work, and must now rapidly giv way to the more 
rational demonstrations of science. 

Such expressions as, the spirit of God, and, the 
spirit of Christ, are often used ; but when we attempt 
to analyze them in order to ascertain what meaning 
or thought they contain, we find it utterly impossible 
to giv them sny definition, or to make them convey 
any thought or idea that is adapted to the human 
understanding. They are archaic sounds or words 
addressed to the feelings or faith, which make an im- 
pression 80 indefinit that the understanding or intel- 
ligence cannot recognize or describe it. The rever- 


-ence for the words is all the significance there is in 


the senterces that contain them. To be more spe- 
cific in statement: In the first place, we say God is 
spirit, and think weagreeinthat. Then immediately 
we proceed to speak of the spirit of God, making 
God something else besides spirit, and spirit as one 
of his properties, as though Gcd could hav a spirit 
wken he or it is nothing else but spirit. The spirit 
is the whole of the reality of what we call God or 
deity. God being spirit, how can we speak of hia 
spirit and say the spirit of spirit, and make any sence? 
What can we understand by such language? How 
can we make an attribute of a thing out cf the thing 
itself? Wecan just as well and truly say, the uni- 
verse of the universe, the God of God, or the man of 
man. 

‘The spirit of Christ,” means nothing, and really 
is without sense. Christ is a word in the Greek, 
which stands for wisdom, or its equivalent in our 
language. Scholars all agree that it simply rep- 
resents a title, and not a name or a person. Jesus 
was never known by that name. It became agsoci- 
ated with his name in after centuries, on account of 
his lessons and life, to distinguish them from those 
of others. We know that wisdom has no spirit. 
Thought has no spirit; neither has ignorance or 
want of thought. There is no spirit in an abstrac- 
tion or a principle. There is a spirit in a man or an 
animal—in all living personalities. There was a 
spirit in Jesus, but there is ro spirit where there ig 
no life There is no spirit in wisdom or Christ. 
Then the expression, epirit of Ohrist, is meaningless 
verbiage. 

While such conflicting, paradoxical use is made of 
the word spirit; while the word is used with equal 
freedom and license to make it represent something 
or nothing, so rendering the term a misnomer or 
mystery, bringing it into discredit and dishonor 
among earnest, thoughtful, intelligent people, those 
who use it so flippantly and ignorantly are doing 
harm rather than good. It is time some intelligent 
standard definition were established and the abuse 
and misrepresentations of the word abridged. Ex. 
pressions without intelligence, from otherwise re- 
spectable and exemplary people, tend to embarrasg 
and distract the minda of inquirers, and createad — 


gust or aversion for religious questions, and an indif- 
Jerone for the virtues which truo religion should 
teach. 

We hear Such expressions as, the “spirit of the 
gospel,” the “spirit of the law,” the “spirit of the 
Constitution,” and in the scriptures, the “letter kill- 
eth but the spirit maketh slive”—spirit in this last 
use meaning the intent, object, or end to be accom- 
plished by what was written or taught in the letter, 
and not a mere unappreciativ conformity to the 
written word without any higher or further motiv 
than a literal fulfillment of the letter of the law or 
verbal assent to it. Here, by metaphor, spirit ia 
given to lessons, laws, and teachings, and does in 
some measure represent distinct thought, but only 
in a figurativ sense. Tho paucity of words to ex. 
press all forms and shades of thought may be a suffi- 
cient excuse for resorting to metaphor, and it can 
not produca mush harm, provided it is known and 
understood as metaphor. 

It is when metaphor is taught and taken as the 
literal reality, that the heavens and the earth are 
peopled with invisible spirits, and the personifica- 
tions of metaphor are made to represent wandering 
ghoats, holy or otherwise, and demons from a fancied 
spirit world, haunting, pervading, inspiring, and 
prompting the human family to every action they 
perform, with the belief that all life depends on spirit 
in the sonse, “of myself I can do nothing "—it is 
then that faith in the spirit works its greatest mis- 
chief. I+ then destroys volition, paralyzes energy, 
opposes intelligence, blights reason, and produces 
more or less: mental inanity. It may seem to be a 
negativ and harmless illusion only, but it is a positiv 
obstruction and destroyer of human progress; an 
incubus that poisons the well-spring of life and 
keeps the mind iu a state of perpetual bondage. 

We hav received our defiaition and meaning of the 
word spirit more from Greek mythology and poly- 
theism, than from Hebrew Theism and metaphysics. 
The New Testament, a product of Greek writers, has 
bsen more precious and authoritativ to us than the 
Hebrew scriptures. Modern conceptions and specu- 
lations about the spirit, and all the various ideas and 
uses we make of the word, we hav inherited from our 
pagaa Greek ancestors and their coadjutors, their 
barbarian Roman allies. They coma from nowhere 
else, and every student of history and ecclesiasticism 
knows this to be an absolute certainty. We owe to 
the bsnighted barbarians all we hav, all there is, and 
all we can make of our wonderful “spirit illumina- 
tion.” When we look back to the violent conflicts, 
to the fierce and bloody wars, to the Crusades and 
Inquisitions, to the martyrdoms and torturas, to the 
millions that hav been sacrificed by the commands 
and duties laid upon the human family by this 
ghostly phantom called the spirit, we may well esti- 
mate the valus of the dear illusion, and what our 
present coaflicting viewa of it hav cost the world in 
human life and treasure. T. E. LONGSHORE. 

Philadelphia, Sept., 1889. 


— — — 
Freethought in Sweden. 


In Sweden the fourteenth judgment for blasphemy 
since 1888 has seen the light of day. Victor E. 
Lennstrand has by the king's court been sentenced 
to an additional three monthe' imprisonment. 

Now, we hav always had sympathy for the old and 
feeble, and a word or two in praise of those who 
assist them, so as to make their last days comfortable, 
yet in all cases we invariably drew the line seven feet 
above the earth’s surface. The compassion taken 
upon old Jehovah by King Osear II. and his ecclesi- 
astic and civil authorities is nothing if not ridiculous. 
The gentlemen are evidently yet chewing the rubber 
ring given them by their respectiy mammas. To 
think that these poor, miserable mortals act as self- 
appointed guardians and defenders of an old sinner, 
an almighty and immortal being who, if he appeared 
here on earth, would require the strait-jacket and 
inhabit the murderer’s cell! What conceited and 
inconsistent fools these mortals be! Yet we can 
assure them that, whatever may happen to them, 
they can always be sure of a living. Any enter- 
prising dime museum man will gladly pay them $100 
a week apiece to hav them pose in his museum as 
natural monstrosities or live fossils. 

This new instance of persecution has, however, 
not diminished the ardor of our brethren. They are 
activ and busy as ever. The petitions which we 
mentioned iv a late letter hav received nearly fif- 
téen thousand signatures, and Captain Thomson and 
S. W. Hentzer are kept more than comfortably busy, 
while Hnry V. Berghell, following the example set 
by Jesus, travels all over the country giving lectures, 
forms branches of Uiilistiska Samfundet, and makes 
old orthodoxy raise her long ears and bray. 

If our friends will now but organize so as to show 
a solid front toward the enemy, and leave all money 
matters out, we can predict that victory will ere 
long be theirs. The attention of the civilized world 
is directed toward S weden, and it is the attitude of 
her Freethinking men and women that will decide 
whether future historians shall note the present 
Freethought movement as a deed or as a saga blott. 

G. N. 
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Nationalism : Is It Fact or Fancy? 

Nothing has so stirred the heart of the multitude 
for a long time as the force called Nationalism. The 
advent of a new book is not so very important a 
matter in this age of many books; but Bellamy's 

Looking Backward,” from whence sprang into being 
a strong, energetic power, has swept from end to end. 
of ihe continent, and like some magic influence, 
wide spreading and far-reaching, it hes sped across 
the ocean, finding lodgment wherever a human heart 
throbbed in pity or longed for better circumstances 
than it knew. What has caused this furore? What 
mighty impulse has so shaken and thrilled humanity? 

The book seemed but to adapt to present thought 
many ideas already known to the world through its 
thinkers and reformers. The question arises, were 
the ideas given by reformers aforetime precipitated 
upon the world too soon? And has the mind of to- 
day grown ripe enough to welcome the advent of 
Nationalism and comprehend its deep and powerful 
meaning ? 

It is worth while, in passing, to note the condition 
of humanity in the economic world when National- 
ism, like Jove in thunder, burst upon the half- 
bewildered minds of men. 

Lat us see. f 

One who inclined his ear at the time of the advent 
of the book “Looking Backward,” would hav 
beard the great pulsing heart of the wage- working 
world beating, beating with a strong and fierce de- 
termination. 'The beholder would hav looked upon 
& Strange spectacle—on the one hand a chaos of 
poverty, dissatisfaction, strikes, riots, anarchism, 
labor unions, miners with grimed faces and blood- 
shot eyes whose little children, with wan, pinched 
faces, begged piteously for bread, railroad employees 
demanding increase of wages to purchase the very 
necessaries of life, and all pleading for better food 
and warmer clothing. On the other hand were 


arrayed a multitude of trusts, combines, pools, syndi- 


cates, ever increasing to larger proportions, and a 
host of millionaires with swelling coffers, living in 
palatial residences far. superior to the palaces of 
kings in olden times. Esch millionaire held in his 
band a lash, made thick and strong with banknotes 
to hold the masses in check and to keep them at their 
tasks. Wage-workers formed unions to protect them- 
selvs and to assist in the battle for enough to keep 
soul and body together. Capitalists combined, they 
said, to kaep posted on prices of raw material and to 
regulate the wages of those who did their bidding. 

Oa the one side appeared want, toil, misery, igno- 
rance, poverty, privation, poor pay, and starvation ; 
on the other, ease, pride, plenty, luxury, pleasure, 
idleness, abundance, and much polished pretension. 

There was heard the surging of a coming storm— 
the rushing of a human tide, like the lashing waves 
of ocean ere the whole fury of the winds bursts upon 
them. > : 

Thought moved swiftly. It traveled back a hun- 
dred years—to France, and the uprising there, after 
Vergimond’s famous speech declaring the country to 
be in danger, and then it moved forward with light- 
ning speed, forward a couple of years to 1892. They 
who watched with keen vision the progress of events 
said: “Is a transition period at hand? Will it bea 
repetition of that dreadful slaughter in France that 
rent that beautiful country with strife and discord, 
that shadowed it with horror and dismay, or will it 
be a painless passing to a higher, better, nobler birth?” 
It was evident that something must be done, and that 
quickly. ; 

In the midst of much confusion cams Nationalism 
with its one splendid sentence crowded with great 
meaning: “ The nationalization of industry and the 
brotherhood of man.” 

It has made a lull in the nearing storm. It has 
made a rift in the clouds, through which has come s 
glimmer of warm sunshine. 

While, practically, the situation in the economic 
world ig unchanged, a better feeling has grown with 
the ever-increasing numbers of believers in the phi- 
losophy of Nationalism. People are beginning to 
think it may be possible to harmonize the present 
tumult and disorder—that the inequalities in the 
social world can be, and should be, leveled—that 
crooked paths and crooked individuals can each be 
made straight—that there can be improvement made 
in all departments of living. They are beginning to 
see that competition ia not kind and brotherly; that 
it is a survival, not of the fittest and noblest, but of 
the cruel, selfish, and savage instincts of humanity. 
They are beginning to feel that only in warm 
whole-heartedness, in the actual demonstration of 
brotherly love and tenderness, in cooperation, is true 
progression. 

They are beginning to understand that the increase 
of capital in the hands of a few, and, at the same 
time, the multiplying of pauper.,is not compatible 
with a healthy state of human society, for, 

Ill fares the Jand, to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 

Great monopclies of that which belongs to the 
whole people can only entail the worst consequences. 
Humanity, the good of the whole, should be the first 
consideration, not the last. 
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If Nationalism is a solid and substantial reality, 
and not a chimera, a fancy doomed to. fade like dew 
before the morning sun, then it contains the very 
essence of true life, reai liberty. Ite picture of a new 
national life holds untold good in the advancement 
and enlightenment of the race. 

The past hundred years in this country-bas been 
characterized by material growth. It is as the phys- 
ical development of the child. Will the next century, 


under Nationalistic influences, develop the moral and 


intellectual sphere of a nobler manhood aud. loftier 
womanhood? Is the time ripe for the flowering of 
the real genius of America? Has the hour struck 


when selfishness must be eliminated from the mind, 
from the thought and deed ? 
the pure white rose of unselfishness and tender 
interest bloom for all? 


And, in its place, shall 


Wealth has followed in the wake of successful 


competition, but it has left evils in its path, pain, 
sorrow, and suffering. 
wealth. It is the strong, harmonious wealth of right- 
doing, right-living. 
brotherhood of the race. 
s ne good there is—the heritage, not of a few, but 
of all. 


There is another kind of 
It is the recognition of the 
It is the sweet heritage of 


Shall not the people hav their own ? 
; S. H. Wrxon. 


Eminent Women. 
MEROY OTIS WARREN. 
Whiie the men heroes of the American Revolution 


are historically worshiped and remembered, we hav 


but few and scanty records of the women heroes, 
whoss hearts were as loyal, and whose words and 
works were as earnest, as were those of the other 
Bex. 

Considering their inferior position, socially and 
politically, women truly did far more than men 
could or would hav done in their condition. Woman, 
being of the superior sex, and being, through her 
motherhood, the head of the race, is the natural 
leader, guide, and protector. But man has dom- 
inated her, relegated her to the kitchen, nursery, and 
home as her proper sphere, making it s virtue of her 
sex to appear modest, retiring, and inane. There- 
fore, if any woman did a deed worth recording, it 
was published in some man's name, or if she received 
a share of the credit, it was merely mentioned as an 
aside adjunct to the history of the day, hence the 
names and deeds of many of the bravest, noblest, 
and best of the patriots of the Revolution are entirely 
unknown to us. A few are here and there spoken of 
in brief mention, and even then few only make their 
mark on the minds of scholars and historians, while 
the general reader knows nothing of them. 

One of the remembered heroes of the times that 
tried human sonis -—woraen's a8 well as men'a—wag 
Mercy Otis Warren, a sister of James Otis, whose 
fiery, enthusiastic utterances did so much to arouse 
and intensify the feelings of the colonists against 
British tyranny and oppression. This brother and 
sister were patriots of the purest water, and true 
and warm friends and co-workers in the cause of 
freedom. 

The home of Mercy was the resort of the patriots 
and the headquarters of the rebellion, and as she her- 
self wrote, “By the Plymouth fireside were many 
political plans organized, discussed, and digested.” 
She corresponded with eminent men of the Rebel- 
lion. She was the firat one who based the struggle 
upon “inherent rights,” a phrase afterward made the 
corner-stone of political authority. Jefferson was 
one of her correspondents, and the Declaration of 
Independence shows the influence of her mind. She 
was the first person who counseled separation, and 
pressed these views upon John Adams when he 
sought for advice before the opening of the first Con- 
gress. At that time even Washington had no 
thought of the final independence of the colonies, 
emphatically denying any such intention or desire on 
their part, and John Adams was shunned in the 
streets of Philadelphia for having dared to hint such 
a possibility. Mercy Warren was his mentor, and 
encouraged and urged him on to bold and brave 
work for independence. Her advice was sought in 
many an emetgency. She believed not in the free- 
dom of man alone, but in that of woman as well. 

All honor to this true hero, and may her name be 
blessed and remembered by all human kind wherever 
freedom and equal rights are the watchwords of the 
race. Ersa Drage SLENKER. 

Snowville, Va. 

DO 


. The Hope of the World, 
From the Industrial Age, Duluth, Minn. 

Tur TavrH SxrkxR publishes in a pamphlet of 82 pages 
an interesting Symposium, by the leading Liberal thinkers of 
the age, in answer to the question: ** Is Freethought destruc. 
tiv or constructiv?" The hope of the world is in the 
affirmativ, positiv, and constructiv side of all the pro- 
gressiv movements of the day. This side of Liberalism is 
ably presented in Taz TRUTH SEEKER'S Freethought Sym- 
posium by Colonel Ingersoll and nineteen other leading Free- 
thinkers. It will well repay a careful perusal. Price 25 
cents. Address the Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York city. 
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|. Church Taxation. 


The promised pamphlet on “Church Taxation,” 
. issued by the American Secular Union, is now ready 
for distribution among our members. Jt is written 
by President Westbrook, and is a resumé of just tbe 
facts that our people need to hav at hand in their 
missionary work. 

A moderate estimate, according to Dr. Westbrook’s 
researches, places the value of the present untaxed 
ehureh property in the United States at about 
$1 500,000,000. This sum, at two per cent taxation, 
would yield the state governments the sum of $30,- 
000,000 annually. Church property, however, as has 
been more than once shown, is always estimated far 

below its real value. For instance, in New York, 
the church buildings of the Protestant Episcopal 
church alone, exelusiv of its hospitals and other 

_ ehariteble institutions, are estimated at only $13, 
319 000; * whereas it has recently been shown by 
Louis N. Megargee, a well-known journalist,” says 
Dr. Westbrook, “that this does not cover the exempt 
property of Trinity church corporation alone.” 

The above, with other interesting statements, will 
: be found in our pamphlet on “Church Taxation.” 
i Dr. Westbrook sums up his argument at tke close, 
: in the following 

POINTS. 

1. The exemption of churches from regular taxation is in 
violation of every principle of equality and justice, and is an 
evident disregard of the most obvious obligations of public 
morality, 

2. The church does not render an equivalent for this ex- 
emption. Two-thirds of the people do not regularly attend 
any church; and they should not be taxed to pay for the 

other third. Moreover, those who attend the churches are, 

' for the most part, of that educated and refined class who do 
s need any special moral restraint to secure the observance 

. of law. 

8. It creates a prejudice against the church, and drives 
,the masses into an attitude of antagonism, because of the 
; huge injustice of the church’s increasing their personal taxes 

and receiving favors to which it has not the shadow of a 
claim. 

4. It detracts from the glory and independence of true re- 
ligion to be a pauper and a leech upon the state; and all 

. honorable persons should be ashamed to imply that the 
church needs this favor from the state, even if àn incidental 

» service be rendered. 

5. The people are in duty bound to carefully consider 
whether any given appropriation of the publie money is 

, Wisely made; but, as exemption from taxation is the same 

; as appropriation, they hav no opportunity to judge and act 

* in thi8 matter. 

6. The taxation of ehurch property would make very little 
difference to church-goers, as they are already mainly tax- 
payers, and what is saved to the church by exemption is 
added to the duplicate of personal taxation. 

1. A system of mendicancy is encouraged by the exemp- 

, tion of convents and similar institutions, where the vow of 
poverty is taken, and convent expenses are paid by the pro- 
ceeds of beggary. ] 

8. The same reasons ean be given for the exemption of 
many otber kinds of property from taxation, that are given 

“for the exemption of church property; and if these addi- 
tional exemptions were allowed, the state would become 


bankrupt, and sequestration and revolution would be the 
result. 


9. Why should the ehurch assume the character of a beg- 

' gar, asking remission of taxes, instead of paying its full 

. share of the cost of protection and defense, and thus render- 
ing unto Cæsar that which rightfully belongs to Cesar? 

10. We do not attack the rights of the church when we 

insist upon the just taxation of. its property, but we cham- 

pion the rights of the people in claiming that all property, 


except that belonging to the state, shall be equally liable to 
taxation. 


1X. ln new countries there may hav been some excuse for 
encouraging the building of churches by exempting them 
from taxation; but this policy does not apply to our large 
‘towns and cities. The most valuable property on our prin- 
cipal streets is Owned by the churches, Catholic and Prot- 
-estant alike, which pay no taxes. This is manifest injustice, 
. if not downright dishonesty. 


12. The people are ready for the just policy of taxing 
church property in common with other property. 
, One very curious fact came to light during the 
‘compilation of this pamphlet. In the census of 
1880, no returns for churches, schools, cemeteries, 
‘and other similar institutions were made. In 1850, 
1860, and 1870, however, the figures seem to hav 
been obtainable, as President Grant givs the 
amounts in his message to Congress in 1875. For 
details see the pamphlet. 
Why did the census of 1880 omit an estimate on 
the untaxed church property of the United States ?- 
Why, indeed, but because there was somebody 
- who was interested in suppressing the facts? That 
our latest and most thorough census should hav left 
enwvletely out of account the statistics of $15,000 - 
000000 worth of property, is inexplicable upon 
any Other hypothesis but this. Of course, the 
church is the party specially interested in maintain- 


ing the present unjust system of taxation, by which 
all oitizens are obliged to help support places of wor- 
ship, whether they attend them or not. 

The census of 1890 is now being arranged for by 
ihe powers that be. Will the statistics of untaxed 
church property be omitted this time also? It is 
quite possible. Silently as well as openly the church 
is massing its forces for a great and final war of 
extermination against religious liberty and freedom 
of thought; and it would be a poor general indeed 
who sought to display his sources of strength before 
the day of battle, especially when he is the attacking 
party, and when he knows that the enemy, though 
unorganized, are far greater in numbers than his 
army. 

American Secular Unionists, here is a matter in 
which you can do practical work for the cause of 
Freethought. Insist upon our census-takers being 
instructed to make returns on all untaxed church 
property. In your local papers, where you hav in- 
fluence, by personal appeal to your friends and 
neighbors, by the distribution of our pamphlet on 


“Church Taxation ;" in short, 


To all the people you can, 

At all the times you can, 

In all the places you can, 

In all the ways you can, 
do your best to make apparent the facts and figures 
and the injustice of allowing churches to escape tax- 
ation. 

Within a week or two from now, one of these 
pamphlets on “Church Taxation” will hav been 
mailed free to every member of our society. We 
want you to read them over carefully, fortify your- 
selvs with the facts and arguments contained therein, 
and pass the word along to others. These pamphlets 
are not sent you to be tucked away on your closet 
shelvs, out of sight; they sre weapsns put into your 
hands to do battle with, every day, if possible; and 
they should lie on the table in your living-room and 
on your cífice desk. If one pamphlet be not sufficient 
to do our missionary work, so much the better. Send 
us ten cents for another copy, or sixty cents for & 
dozen, and so help to put money into the treasury, 
at the same time that you supply yourselva with 
more ammunition. Our treasury is very low, and 
we are straining a point in sending out these pam- 
phlets now to you, without waiting for the postage and 
printing money for which we appealed to you a week 
or two ago. But we realize how pressing is the need 
that more light should be turned upon this subject 
throughout the length and breadth of our land. 

We have been obliged, through lack of money 
chiefly, to move more slowly than we at first planned 
to do. This pamphlet on “Church Taxation,” as 
you will see, deals with the firet of our “Nine De- 
mands ;” and we propose to take the others up, one 
by one, as money and opportunity offer. But, until 
the other eight pamphlets do appear, we trust that 
you will make good use of the weapon which we now 
hav ready to put into your hands. Many and many 
a conservativ church-member will be found willing to 
agree with us on this subject of church taxation, and, 
if. rightly approached, even to ally himself with us. 
Let us, one and all, work hard to swell our ranks, 
and press steadily forward all along the line to do 
battle in behalf of this, the first of our * Nine De- 
mands "—- the equitable taxation of church property 
in common with other property." 

. Iva C. Czappocx, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 


_ tO —— ——. 
A Swedish Helper. 


It is a great honor to be king or president, but it 
is better to be an honest and Liberal-minded man. 
We ean do without kings, political frogs and theolog- 
ical vampires, but the world cannot be enlightened 
very well without Liberals. I for my part do not 
need or want a clerical loafer to think for me as long 
as I can do my own thinking, or to act as a middle 
party between me and God, if there is a God, the 
existence of which I neither deny or affirm. And if 
there is a God, and he is such as the Bible paints 
him, I would hav nothing to do with him, for he is 
not an honest God, but a cruel and unjust monster. 
I would sooner worship a tiger, because there is 
more mercy in him than in the Christian God. Oh, 
what a loving God, who creates people only to fling 
them into a burning hell forever! A God who pun- 
ishes the innocent for the guilty and blesses all who 
will persecute Freethinking men and women! No, 
the Bible is a humbug from beginning to end, and 
its defenders ignorant slaves or superstitious cranks, 
and the rest cf them nothing but a lot of lazy and 
intriguing hypocrits. I hav been a city missionary 
myself in Chicago, and as such hav had plenty of 
time to study church people and I know them as well 
as myself. I preached for the money that was in it, 
just like the other hypooerits, and kept it up about a 
year and a half; but it fiaally became so unbearable 
that I gave it up and once more became an bonest 
map. I had no true peace, no joy, and what pleas- 
ure I had.was found through the back doors. I did 
just as the other gospel workers did, but it was a 
diving hell to do so. I had to sneak out like a thief, 


afraid of being found out, and had no friends except 
a lot of narrow-minded cranks, whose company was 
a torture to me. Out of forty missionaries, evangel- 
ists, and preachers with whom I was personally 
acquainted there were only four or five really sincere 
men who believed what they preached, and the reat 
of them were nothing but frauds. I watched them as 
they watched me, and I tried to come to a secret 
understanding with them to show ourselvs to each 
other as we were and thus lighten our burden. But 
although I myself had seen them doing crooked 
things, they would not come to an understanding 
with me, and tried to make me believe I was mis- 
taken, and asked God to hav mercy on me, & poor 
backslider. They disgusted me, and as I still had 
some respect for myself, I left both them and the 
church forever. Four years hav passed since then, 
and those four hav been the best part of my life, 
and neither gods nor devils can change me from being 
a Liberal. From a financial standpoint it is no suc- 
cess, but although I see myself ignored and despised, 
I enjoy a truer peace than ever and hav nothing to 
fear. I would rather be scorned and prosecuted for 
telling my honest opinions than earn a good living 
88 a lying preacher. Money cannot giv the peace 
and pleasure that truth givs; and when I now and 
then discover new truths in. your valusble paper, I 
feel as happy as a half-drunken preacher over s large 
collection, if not more so. I intend to giv Secular 
lectures next month among my countrymen. the 
Swedes, and will try to organize a Secular Union 
among them, if such is possible. I hav many ene- 
mies to contend against, who will do all they can to 
hinder me and blacken my reputation ; but I am going 
to pitch in anyway and see what can be done. 

I am glad to see that Tue Truru Sezer takes 
such a lively interest in the Liberal movements of 
Sweden. I wish I were over there now to fight for 
the cause, which I could do with better success than 
Mr. Lennstrand—not because of ability, but because 
I am an American citizen, sand as such they could 
not put me in prison. I never could think that such 
a mighty battle would take place in Sweden tbis 
century, and I should not be a bit surprised if this 
fight for religious liberty would overthrow the whole 
government and a republic be established in a short 
time. I hope I shall liv to see that country liberated 
from royalty, aristocracy, and a state church. Mr. 
Lennstrand, who is still in prison at Stockholm, 
wrote last month to a friend of mine a letter, of 
which the following is a translation : 


Lan@HoLMEN PENITENTIARY, March 15, 1890. 

My Dear FniEND: It is an earnest battle that recently has 
commenced here—a battle which surely wil! awaken nobler 
principles than the ones that are now considered sufficient 
for our salvation. Be assured I never in any of my efforts 
or in any of my lectures hav done or said anything improper. 
Every lecture was carefully prepared and every word fully 
considered. But it caused a stir among the people, and thou- 
sands who were indifferent began to awaken, and I took it 
all in earnest and acted accordingly. A general cry for 
organization was heard, and it was just in this that danger 
was seen. The authorities began to tremble and wished: 
everything restored to ita former tranquillity; but they used: 
the wrong means to obtain this. Imprisonment only helpedi 
to bring forward new and strong champions for our cause, 
and when I am set free again my voice shall be stronger than. 
ever. 

I am not fighting against the good in Christianity, but: . 
against the false and absurd that is found in it. But unfort- 
unately it is this way, that doctrinal theology is the essen- 
tial part of Christianity, and by which Christianity is separated 
from Buddhism, Stoicism, and so forth. You know as well 
as I do that Christianity never has given the world anything 
new in a moral meaning, or that the new it has given is not 
true. And if is because of this I attack Christianity. Take 
that part away and we hav nothing but rational ethics re- 
maining. This must be explained aloud to the people, who 
hav always listened toand blindly believed the jeremiads and 
harangs of ignorant preachers. The spirit of to-day can 
not be fettered by old and rotten laws—cannot liv inside the 
narrow boundaries of the three articles of faith; it craves 
something better and more substantial and free from non- 
senge. 

Giv my best regards to my friends in the far-away West, 
who, with me, are longing for something higher and truer 
than what the churches are offering to us. Our age has ita 
own truths to liv on, and has no longer any need to see 
its only savior in him who died on the cross. Jerusalem is 
no longer our city, aud we hav better Bibles than holy rob- 
ber stories and licentious epistles written two thousand years 
ago. The old border stakes are torn away, and the Hercu- 
les rivers of the dark past are explored, and a new, resplen- 
dent country begins to appear with light and joy and with 
truer bliss than ever was dreamed of in the age of barbarism. 
This life becomes of higher importavce, and to lighten ita 
burdens becomes our duty. The gods disappear more and 
more and the man steps forward. For man and by man, 
must be our motto if anything of lasting value shall be posg- 
sible todo. And aboveall things, every human being should 
hav the right to express his honest opinions, even if they be 
against old and conventional laws and custom. Free speech 
is a public as well as an individual right. Ouly the defender 
of lies and falsehood will suffer from a free and public dis- 
cussion; but truth has nothing to fear and can forbear criti- 
cism. This seems to me to be the conclusion they of my 
American friends hav come to, who take such an interest in 
me, and I am glad of it. Truth’s free republic is bound by 
no oceans ; it is as extensiv as the universe, and all are friends 
and brothers who are citizens of tnat republic, no matter if 
it is on this or the western hulf of the giobe. There is an 
unseen link, a link of love and sympathy, that unites the 
free sons of reason. 

I see the dawning of a better day in this country. Ido 
not stand alone in this struggle, for thousands hav declared 
themselvs willing to fight for truth and liberty for this and 
coming generations. Our organization is growing stronger 
every day, and I only wish my countrymen in America 
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would do something jointly to drive away all nonsense, 
prejudice, and superstition that has bedimmed our eyes and 
atolen away interest for our real welfare. 

I hav of late received many encouraging letters from coun- 
trymen in America, but hav not had time to answer all of 
them. They hav scen that when superstition is attacked 
there is always a crowd who shout that we are trampling 
upon their religious feelings and that we blaspheme their 
gaints and heavenly beings and other imagined creatures. It 
always was and will forever be so. Truth was always a 
blasphemy before ignorance and bigotry; but coming gen. 
erations wil] think otherwise. But if truth shall conquer we 
hav got to fight for it and to the bitter end. None can do 
everything in that battle, but none is superfluous. 

(Signed) Viorog E. LESNSTRAND. 

Tt will take a long time yet before Mr. Lennstrand 
is free sgain, because there are other indictments 
hanging over bis head and he will be rearrested as soon 
as released from his present term. The authorities 
seem to intend to punish him for every lecture he 
has delivered—punish him for one at a time, and thus 
he can be kept for years in prison. It makes me wild 
when I think of the tyrannical government of Sweden 
and its hypoerit of a king. He knows that Mr. 
Lonnstrand has done no wrong, and almost every 
office-holder in the whole kingdom is a F'reethinker, 
yet they are against Lennstrand, because if they 
should admit he is right they might lose their office, 
and that would not do. Aud thus you see what n 
bitter fight he has before him, and I earnestly wish 
gome of your readers would assist him financially to 
his defense. He is a poor man, and deserves a better 
fate. Aud where they cannot assist him with a dollar 
or two, I know he would be very much pleased and 
encouraged if some of our Americen friends would 
send bim a few friendly aud encouraging lines. They 
could send their help either direot to himself or by 
Taz Trota SEEKER. I ask you in the name of truth, 
justice, aud humanity to do for him what you ean. 
There is not at present a single man in all Europe 
who is 80 severely pereecuted as he is, for telling the 
truth. Lovis HEDENFELT. 

Seattle, Wash., April 10 1890. 


— M 
A Lett r from Captain Thomson. 


Mr. E. M. Macronarp, Dear Sir: I notified you 
by telegram, March 31st, of Mr. Leunstrand’s new 
sentence to an additional three montbs' imprisonment. 
The following day, April 1st, I headed a deputation 
to Prince Obarles and delivered a protest against the 
shameful persecutions of the authorities against Mr. 
Lennstrand, signed by more than nine thousand 
persons. The prince received us very kindly and 
Bpoke at first very freely, but he became more and 
more guarded and reserved in his expressions as the 
conversation proceeded, which lasted under three- 
quarters of an hour, when he dismissed us. He 
promised to the very same dey lay our protest 
before the government and forward it to his father 
the king when he came home. The lecture for 
which Mr. Lennstrand now is for the second time 
sentenced has been after the sentence read publicly 
by other persona, attended by numerous audiences, 
and received with applause; and sharp protests hav 
been given at the same time against the judicial 
authorities, The lecture has been in print for this 
two months without any remark; now it is at last 
prosecuted by demand of Utilistiska Samfundet in 
order to gat it judged bya jury. I hope Mr. G. 
Nelson will explain more when he gets No. 8 of 
Fritänkaren. 

We are in full activity to make it as unpleasant for 
the authorities as we can. The opinion is turning 
against them all over the country. They see that we 
are challenging them, and that we do not care for 
them. Mr. Lennstrand is as cheerful and brave as 
ever. 

We hav to thank you, Mr. Macdonald, for your 
kindness in making our movement in Sweden nnd 
ourselvs so well known in America, and so favorably 
forwarding the movement as you hav done in the 
columns of Tur TnaurE SEEKER. 

I called on Mr. Lennstrand yesterday. He was 
well, cheerful, and resigned, and he entreated me to 
forward his best wishes to you and all hia Naw York 
friends. in which I j»in heartily. Orro Tomson. 

Stockholm, 25 Bryggargalen, Sweden, April 2, 
1890. 

— or 
The Penitentes. 


I witnessed a scone the day before yesterday 
(Good Friday) that carried me back four centuries. 
Í refer to the self-inflicted flaeellations of the peni- 
tentes, or the good, devout Mexican Catholics who 
hav committed grievous sins within the past year, 
aud who ‘believe they can square accounts with an 
angry deity by beating themselvs unmercifully. The 
performances last for three days and include a cruci- 
fixion, not a very mock one either, for often the self- 
elected victim succumbs to the brutal scourging 
which precedes it. But I missed that part of the 
play, as I was unwilling to lose much time to attend 
all the ceremonies; all I saw was the procession to 
the oross. 

After a semi- barbaric blowing of whistles and rat- 
tling of stones in a box, the penitentes issued from a 
shanty on the hillside in much the same attitude that 
Jehovah assumed when he had his celebrated inter- 


view with Moses, only 
pair of cotton drawers. 
began beating themselvs over the back with their 
whips, and formed a procession to a Gross some two 
hundred yards distant. They were accompanied by 
a number who had already settled up their little ao- 
counts, and were therefore in the odor of sanctity. 
The pace was very slow, and soon after leaving the 
hut the penitentes were covered with blood. Arriv- 
ing at the cross they circled it two or three times, 
then one took it up and slowly carried it back (it must 
hav weighed two hundred pounds), the rest whip- 
ping themselvs as before. By this time their sole 
garment was soaked with blood. The exhibition was 
disgusting in its brutality, and I frankly confess that 
I endured it more in the hope of seeing some of the 
gublimated idiots kill themselvs than anything else. 

The cfticials of the Catholic church claim that they 
forbid these demonstrations, and that if they are 
persisted in, excommunication will be the fate of the 
hardened penitente; that is what they tell the 
Americans, but it is certain that they secretly en- 
eourage it among the ignorant Mexicans; at any 
rate, the practice shows no sign of abatement, and 
as it was brought and taught by the priests of the 
immutable church it stands to reason they still en- 
courage it, and are working with all the strength 
and cunning they hav to bring all men back to the 
level of the poor fanatica who still continue this bar- 
bario practice. Right here is illustrated the forced 
advance of the church; here the nineteenth century 
Oatholicism from the north meets the sixteenth cert- 
ary Catholicism from the south, and the priesthood 
bav to do some hard lying to explain away some ugly 
phases in the practices of the latter. I am told that 
the scourges used by the penitentes can be of any 
material that will bring the blood. Some use small 
bags filled with cactus; one fellow on Friday had a 
broad piece of leather driven through with tacks. 

Raton, N. M. l W. A. Graves. 

— 9-44 ————— —— 
A Sermon to Negroes. 
Preaohed at Fort Worth, Tex., by Revivalist Jones. : 

“What kinder talk you niggers want? Kin giv 
you two kinds. One kind put’cher to shoutin' and 
t'other kind'll do you good. What you want now?” 

The negroes answered unanimously that they 
wanted the kind that would do them good. Brother 
Jones continued : 

* Well, I never see no good much about this 'ere 
shoutin’ nohow. Heaven’s a good desl further off 
After you get to shoutin’ you find that’cher got to go 
a heap further then. Ain't that so? I don’t mind 
shoutin’ when yer got anything to shout about. 
What you got to shout about, you old stove-colored 
gander? I’ve lived among the niggers all my life an’ 
I know ’em, I do. I know more about ’em in a min- 
ute than a Northern philanthropist ever did know. 
I lived among 'em and I know what I am talking 
about, Ido. I’m a better friend to the colored folks 
than any of ’em. 

“Tl tell you whatch you white folks need to 
make you respectable. Listen. There are four 
things—honesty, industry, purity, and religion. A 
colored man can’t be too honest. A dishonest white 
man is low enough, but a dishonest nigger has no 
show at all. You know the white folks all say that 
the nigger will steal Why, bless you, they sisal 
heap more from you than you hav from them. They 
oughter pay you better. [Cries of “Dats so."] If 
you owned all the property and hired them and paid 
'em no better wages then you git, they would ates) a 
great deal more than you do. ["Dat's the troof."] 
An honest nigger gets thereall mght. You show me 
a colored man that’s honest, and I'll show you a col. 
ored man that’s getting "long all right. Ain't that 
so? Itis. Pll tell why. Honest folks are always 
industrious. That good old colored woman, busy 
all the week cookin’ and washin' you never see her 
in trouble. i 

“ Listen, this is a white man’s country, and taint 
no use talking, you can’t be clerks and conductors 
and engineers. Keep your place and try to elevate 
yourself and your race. Let one of these coons git 
a little education and the first thing you know he is 
on the chain gang. One of these nigger mashers, a 
kinder potato-colored dude, gits on the chain gang, 
sho. Whenever you see an educated colored man, he 
is one of three things. He is either & preacher, a 
teacher, or he is on the chain gaog. Ain't it so? 
Ba industrious and honest. 

“A colored man that says he can’t be honest is a 
liar. You old flat-nosed chicken thief, you! Some 
of you people ain't going to be honest the way you 
are doin. You buy on credit and then walk around 
the block when you get paid off. He ain't a decent 
dog, is he? When you see a colored man drinking 
whisky, and his wife at the washtub all the week, 
he’s a dog. You oughter be tuk out and bav your 
old head cut off, you old mangy moke of hell. Did 
you ever see a nigger that didn’t like a dram? All 
the niggers here that don’t like a dram, stand up. 
(Six stood up). Now, don’t you stand up and tell a 
lie, you old black hog. What you need is a senti- 
ment that will make you quit drinking whisky. You 
ain't got no money to be spending on whisky, you 
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old yellow hound. Ain't I talking facts? Don’t I 
now the colored people? Didn't I tell you I 
knod'em? [Cries of, “You know ’em.”] If you 
want to be a respectable people be honest and quit 
drinking. Keep out of bad company. Don’t asso- 
ciate with low-down white folks. First-class niggers 
don’t want to go with white folks, and first-class 
white folks don’t want to go with niggers. Ain't 
that go? i 

“And I tell you, niggers, to take an interest in 
your homes. Don’t let this here old white trash 
come sneaking around your house. If they do, you 
get the old musket down and drop. them. If you kill 
bim you'll benefit your race and ours too. The more 
of 'em you kill the better off all of us will be. You 
quit copying after the white folka and run your own 
machine. White folks are not good enough to copy 
after nohow. Quit your old dancing, you colored 
ball fellers. Don’t you look nice floating arcund on 
an old store floor, you old niggers? You old hop- 
skip-and-a jump beast, your old feet look like trash 
piles, and you don't smell good, neither [cries of 
* Dat’s de gospel sho.”]. You old black goose cutting 
the pigeon wing, you look like a pillow with a string 
in the middle of it. What kind of people you meet 
at that ball? Half of 'em drunk. Cutting and 
shooting and rszors flying through the air. Half of 
'm.got no virtue. A colored ball is a dandy, sin't it? 
Where do you go after supper! Instead of staying 
at home with your wife and children, where do you 
go? Suppose your wife knew you like God knows 
you, you old coon. She’d break your old neck, and 
it would serve you right. Did you ever hear apy 
preaching like this before? It fits your case, though, 
don’t it? Quit stealing chickens. You don’t want 
to go to the trouble of raising ’em, you old hen-roost 
thief. You hate ducks because they stay on the 
ground. You don’t hav to steal. Don’t say you 
can’t help stealing chickens, you old biack devil, you. 
Take an honest nigger and the people will do for 
him. If he hain’t, he will steal from you when you 
are asleep. Be honest under all circumstances. It 
is better to hav a black fkin and a white character 
than to hav a white skin and a black character. 
"Tain't what sort of a hide you've got but the sort of 
8 fellow that'g in the hide." 
————— Oto 

Items of Science. 


An official test for deflection was made on the 
great Fort bridge in Scotland recently. Two trains 
of fifty loaded coal cars and three of the heaviest 
engins, eighteen hundred tons in all, were massed 
on the two seventeen hundred foot spans. The 
deflections were in exact accordance with the calcula- 
tions of the engineers, and the bridge exhibited 
exceptional stiffness in all directions. 

The United States arsenal at Rock Island, IN, is 
to be converted into a great gun manufactory if the 
government will consent. Power will be furnished 
by a water privilege of nearly two thousand horse- 
power some distance away. 

Au electric railway two hundred and fifty miles 
long, to conneet Atlanta and Savannah, is projected. 
The motiv power to generate the current will be fur- 
nished by water-wheels on river-banks at different 
points on the line of the road. 

On the Manchester ship canal, now in course of 
construction, there are employed 169 locomotivs, 
5 900 cars, 182 horses, and 11,489 men and boys. 
The amount of coal consumed each month on the 
job is 10,000 tons. 


———— 9-9 ————————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 


AT the Liberal Club, Friday evening, April 25th, Mr. T. 
B. Wakeman will speak on the “Limits of Competition.” 
Also, election of officers. 


W. F. Jameson can be addressed at Des Moines, Ia. He 
gave three lectures in Muchakinock, Ia., to à packed house. 
It isa mining.camp. He is engaged to return to Peoria, Ia., 
to giv more lectures the first Sunday of May. A debate is 
talked of at Neola. 


Tur Texas papers giv lengthy and friendly reports of J. E 
Remsburg’s recent lectures in that state. From the Victoria 
Review we quote the following: ‘‘ As an eloquent and logical 
expounder and champion of Freethought doctrin, Mr. J. E. 
Remsburg is acknowledged to hav few rivals. This he 
proved here too in his three lectures, which were numerously 
attended by friends and foes, and most attentivly listened to. 
Two of his chief attractions were his elegant and reficed 
style, and his careful abstinence from bitter and violent 
abuse of the church or any sect thereof. With but few 
exceptions, all who heard him, and chiefly those who had - 
the pleasure of meeting him persoually, agree in placing 
him in the front rank of logical orators aud refined gentle- 


men.” 
m_e 


Our Aunual. 
From the Independent Pulpit. 

Our thanks are due the Truth Seeker Compeny for a 
copy of their Annuar for 1890. This. like its predecessors, 
is a handsomely gotten up and useful pamphiet. I: contains 
a calendar for 1890, many instructiv artictes on L beral top- 
ics, and a number of illustrations. Every Liberal should 
hav a copy. Price twenty-five cents. Address Truth 
Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York., 
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Communications. 


The Washington Seenlar Union. 


To rar Liperats or Wasuineron: I deplore my 
sickness in that it has hindered the work of perfeot- 
ing the organization of the Washington Secular 
Uaion. But with feeble tokens of regaining health 
I am resolved to resume labor. The bosrd of direct- 
ors hav had 2,000 copies of the constitution printed ; 
they are now ready for distribution, and will be for- 
warded to the Liberals throughout the state. 

The constitution cerisinly commends itself to 
every true Liberal. It givs us an organization 
: founded on strictly business principles, devoted to 

advancing the cause of Liberalism, the secularization 
of our government, and protection of its every mem- 
ber from persecution, ostracism, and misrepresenta- 
tion of presa, politician, priest, and parson; compelling 
that consideration and respect, which in the past 
they hav denied us on account of our supposed weak- 
ness and lack of organization. 

' By our plan of organization the rights and inter- 
ests of every precinct, and of every member—in the 
most remote part of the state as in the city—are 
equally guarded. All hav equal interest, equal voice 
and influence in deciding the action of the organiza- 
tion. No one person, no clique or faction, can ever 
dominate. 

The payment of $1 duos each six months in ad- 
vance—if ali but do their duty— will enable the 
work to be carried on without occupying the time of 
the secretary in making begging appeals. No such 
appeels, publie or private, will be made unless under 
especial emergency. 

Since the organization of our state Union we hav 
enforced the sbolition of paid chaplains in our state 
legislature. For this we are under deep obligations 
to the Walla Walla Liberal Club for sending out 
letters to Liberals of the state to be forwarded to 
their members of the legislature. Over seven hun- 
dred such letters were sent. Nor can we afford te 
fail in acknowledgmest and sppreciation of the 
effeativ and brave service rendered us by G. T. 
Thomson in the Senate, and A. H. Eddy, of Snoho- 
mish, in the House of Representativs. They fear- 
lessly took the lead in denouncing the injustice and 
enforcing compliance with the constitution in this 
matter of paid chaplains. i 

Thanks to the very generous aid of our treasurer, 
Geo. M. Boman, and his Heston cartoon and lesflet, 
“Taxed and Untaxed,” of which I distributed by 
mail over eighteen hundred, and sent eight hundred 
personal letters, the entire expense being defrayed 
by Mr. Boman. The Hughes revenue bill, which 
originally exempted all church property from taxa- 

- tion, was amended in committee so that no church 
property, private school, or hospital is exempt from 
taxation. All must bs taxed at full valuation. The 
bill passed the house and the senate and is now in 
the hands of the governor. - 

Tus Trore Sreser Fond, which has done grand 

. and effectiv work with the money received, by dis- 
tribution of telling Liberal publications, will, I hope, 
henceforth be generously sustained. There are no 
red-tape delays, no salaries, office rent, or commis- 
sions deducted, but every cent received hag been 
promptly expended in sending just the needed 
pamphlets to the right persons, and the Truth 
Seeker Company hav furnished the publications at low- 
est wholesale rates, donating the labor of mailing, and 
giving strict account of ail moneys received. It is 
only necessary to esll attention to these facts to 

. insure contributions to that fund, for it js doing a 

great, much needed, and national work. 

Notwithstanding the good work accomplished, 
there never was greater need of earnest cooperation, 
-and thorough organization of the Liberals of our 
state, than now. 

The Bible is read daily in many of our public 
schools, and in some schools the children are punished 
for lack of reverence and attention to the opening 
prayers. Yet our constitution declares there shall be 
no sectarian instruction in our public schools. 

The supreme court of Wisconsin has justly 
decided that reading the Bible is “ sectarian instruc- 
tion. 

The Washington Secular Union proposes to insist 
on obedience to the constitution by each and all of 
our public school teachers, or it will appeal to the 
courts to enforce it. 

Next August each vice-president should examin 
_the assessment roll of his or her precinct, and when 
church property is not fully and fairly assessed, de- 
mand justice, and compliance with the law. 

If at any time there are religious rites or cere- 
monies, prayers or Biblereading in the public 
schools, at once protest, and insist on its discontin- 
vance, and when it is persisted in, notify the Wash- 
ington Secular Union secretary, and the whole force 
of the united Liberals of the etate will be brought to 
bear to enforce justice and compliance with the 
law. : 

“We hav no wish or intent to in the slightest 
degree encroach on the rights of others, but we 


are uvitedly pledged, henceforth to fully protect and 
maintain our own. 

The urgent need of election of a vice-president, to 
be the ex-cutiv offiser and representativ of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union, in every preciact in the state, 
is self-evident. 

One of our greatest difficulties is that women often 
refase to read any Libsra! publication, much more to 
attend a Liberal lecture. Many will not even allow 
the subject to be talked of in their presence. 

Without the earnest, hearty ccoperation of women 
no local organization can long exist, and our success is 
impossible. If we win the women, we are then sure 
of the children, and more generous support, more 
real, live, earnest zeal in the cause, on the part of the 
men. 

How get the truth before the women? 

Women will read their local paper. I propose to 
send at least as offen as every other week from a 
quarter column to two columns of really interesting 
items and brief articles pertaining to Liberalism, 
evolution, ete., that will awake to thought without 
arousing prejudice, that will stimulate curiosity and 
desire to hear further—tive, readable items that will 
be read with avidity—to every vice-president in the 
state for publication in his local paper. But to do 
this work effectually I must hav the oc operation of 
vice-presidents in all parts of the state who will insure 
publication of items, to whom I can send publications 
for distribution to follow up the work. 

In every precinot the vice-president should appoint 
from one to three persons who, if they cannot deliver 
an original oration, can and will learn one by rote, 
or at least read nicely, and conduct funeral services. 

The Washington Sscular Union proposes to fur- 
nish each vice-president with orations suitabie for 
aged, middle-aged, youth, and babe, together with 
form of funeral services. : 

Also suggestiv form cf by-laws for formation and 
conducting loca! unions—how to keep up interest, 
establish science school, lyceum, socials, semi- 
monthly dances, ete. 

I am yet quite sick, sadly lacking strength—disense 
is robbing me of vim and energy. I appeal to 
the Liberals of Washington to help me in this work. 
I cannot write you all individually. You who love 
the cause, whose hearts are in this work, will you 
circulates copies of the constitution, secure members, 
and send me a list of their names, and as soon as Lib- 
erals of your neighborhood hav become members of 
the Washington Secular Union, urge their promptly 
electing & vice-president who shall at once open cor- 
respondence with me, and so keep the board of 
directors fully posted on the condition, wants, and 
needs of your precinct? 

If you hav sent in your name, make a little extra 
effort and secure at least one more member. Write 
to me for copies of the constitution, or for any in- 
formation desired; but act at once. Let us get 
ready now for effectiv work, and a grand victory 
shall reward our efforts. I reed your help, your 
hearty cooperation, to enable me to discharge the 
duties of my office as secretary, especially at this 
time, so that, in my sick and feeble condition, I shall 
not.be aggravated by the irritating fact that the 
cause is suffering because of my sickness and conse- 
quent lack of energy and sbility to work. Help! 
help! help! Secure list of names of members, elect 
vice-presidents, and where this has been done write 
to me what you deem most necessary to giv renewed 
impetus to the cause in your neighborhood. 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Washington Seeular Union. 
Seattle, Wash. 
1 
The Religion of Humanity. 
ITS BASIS. 

It being an acknowledged faci that man only does 
his best when he is absolutely dependent upon his 
own exertions, and not when he has somebody else to 
fall back on, humanitarians claim that it is only pos- 
sible for man to attain to tbe highest perfection, not 
by always expecting to be saved from and forgiven 
for his sins through somebody’s suffering, but by 
once for all examining his every action, nay, even 
every word, and if he find it in any way or for any 
reason unworthy, at once remedying the misdeed— 
not going on and letting these misdeeds accumulate, 
and then offering prayer end sacrifice with the idea 
and belief cf being forgiven. Humanitarians believe 
in acting properly, and making amends, if at all, by 
their actions—not by prayer. They believe, in short, 
that man must do his best, because it is his duty 
to his fellow-men, and not because he shall be 
rewarded by any supernatural being or agency. He 
must concentrate all his energies on his or her task, 
in order to accomplish it properly, because these 
energies are in his possession only for that purpose. 
Men should act toward their neighbors only in the 
most frank and aboveboard manner, not because 
they expect and wish to be rewarded in a future 
world, but because their conscience tells them that it 
is right to act in such a manner. They do not only 
say selfishly, “Do as you would be done by," but 
they say, do good for its own sake, not because of an 
expected return of favor, but because it is your duty 


to do good. You should no more be rewarded than 
the flowers are for producing their honey and fra- 
grance; nay, you should not wonder, but should 
rather expect, like these very fragrant flowers, to be 
plucked for doing your duty. 

ITS ADVANTAGES. 

The first and most prominent advantage to be 
gained is peace—first to yourself, naturally following, 
as it almost always does, a sense of having done 
one’s duty. It shall do away with all the intricacies 
of the so-called holy book, by abolishing its holiness. 
It shall do away with the immense number of human 
parasiter—that is, bishops, priests, monks, pistors, 
nuus, ete., who, doing nothing but to practice decep- 
tions of every kind, thrive upon the very marrow of 
the poor and unenlightened workingman. Having 
done away with these parasites, there shall bo sufi- 
cient, aye, more than sufficient, means to educate 
their present victims, and to eventually remove the 
thick veil which shrouds their holy light of conscience. 

Lronarp J. Pastor. 


a 
A Voice From the West Indies, 


Trinidad has just passed from a great state of ex- 
citement. Recently there was circulated about from 
one end of the island to the other Freethought leaf- 
lets, which caused quite a sensation emong the or- 
thodox classes. The Port-of-Spain Gazette, whose 
proprietor is a conservativ religio-maniac, employs 8 
set of penny-sliners to write whatever nonsense 
might spring from his fertil and capacious brain. 

Commenting on the recent distribution of Free- 
thought literature, one of the penny.s-liners said: 
* We hav received from some individual, doubtless 
ashamed to sign his name, two idiotic Atheistic 
tracts. We hav every reason to believe that 
there is a knot of individuals in the community, with 
as much brains as principles, who hav tsken upon 
themselvs to preach the sccffing, shameless tenets of 
a rank Atheism. A cat can look ata king, so can the 
foul mouthed Atheist rail at the almighty.” And 
again, that “men of that stamp cannot lorg escape 
contact with the laws.” These comparisons are all 
very fine to make, but- when we consider under what 
circumstances they were written, what can we think 
but that the writer in question knows not how to 
make an analogy, or that he is ignorant of the very 
first principles of logic? 

But again, when we take into consideration that 
the proprietor of this paper was dubbed afew years ago 
by one of the puisne judges with a title that fite him 
to perfection—no less a title than “an unmitigated 
ass”—when we consider all these facts, can we 
but say, “poor fellow ?" 

To return to the Freethought literature, the sen- 
sation it caused was never yet heard in any anti- 
religious commotion in the colony. The editor of 
the paper mentioned above called upou the attorney- 
general, and a meeting in “solemn conclave” was 
arranged to see whether the writer of there tracts 
could not be prosecuted for blasphemy. Besides the 
two individuals mentioned, there were the famous 
archbishop of Port.of Spain, and the bigoted, fanat- 
ical solicitor-general. The whole affeir was kept 
secret, but it failed deplorably. Blasphemy cannct 
be defined. 

Considering the difficulties under which the small 
band of Freethinkers labor, and also their small num- 
ber, we cannot but look with pride and satisfaction 
at the progress our cause is making here. When we 
look around us and gee that in a population of nearly 
two hundred thousand, a small band of about one 
hundred and fifty people cause such a sensation, can 
we not but be satisfied and say, * Well done, thou 
noble pioneers of Freethought in Trinidad.” When, 
in fifty years hence, the last mendicant friar is made 
to quit his abode and seek some other occupation 
whereby he may gain an honest livelihood, when the 
twenty-two different churches we hav in this city 
and its suburbs are all converted into colleges of 
science, theaters, and academies, then the generation 
that will then be living will look back and read of 
those noble names who braved an overwhelming 
majority so as to spread truth in this remote corner 
of the globe. 

Trinidad might well be called a country of saints. 
I bav another saint to add to my former list of saints, 
of which the history is as follow: It appears that in 
the village of Arima in this island there was once a 
society connected with the church there, and who 
possessed a large statue representing Jesus Christ 
in the passion. The people gave the name of Saint 
Patience to the image. The society disbanded and 
the saint was taken away into the country on a cacao 
plantation where the owner, a lady, built a small 
shed to cover the poor fellow from getting wet, and 
from the hot rays of the sun. The estate was sold 
on account of the pecuniary embarrassment of the 
owner, to a Protestant, who took Mr. Saint Patience 
and placed him in the woods. He was found there 
8 few weeks ago and taken into Port-of-Spain, where 
he was exhibited for a few days. The report was 
soou about town and thousands flocked to see the 
new saint, who it was reported began to work mir- 
acles. It was reported that in one day the person . 
who had the saint in charge made $150. Now comes 
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the sequel. Mr. Dominican friar visits the imsge 
and informs the people that authority from the srch- 
bishop must be had before it can be known whether 
itis to be worshiped or not. It is taken away to the 
Roman Cathoiie church, where I suppose that it will 
ba placed in some corner and a collection-box placed 
near it, fo extract pennies from the deluded vic- 
tims.. ; E oTNAS. 


“Tt is nos needful that any other opinion should be 
written, but I thought it proper to state briefly some 
of the reasons which hav iuduced such concurrence 
in the decision. 


. “The right of every man to worship almighty God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be 
infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect 
or support any place of worship . . . nor shall any control 
or interference with the rights of conscience be permitted or 
any preference be given by law to any religious establish- 
ments or modes of worship."— Constitution, Art. I, sec. 18. 

_ “No religions test shall ever be required as a qualifica- 
tion for any office of public trust, under the state, and no 
person shall be rendered incompetent to giv evidence in 
any court of.law or equity, in consequence of his opinions 
on the subject of religion."— Constitution, Art. I, sec. 19. 

** The interest of ‘the school fund,’ and all other revenues 
derived from the school lands shall be exclusivly applied,” 
etc., '* to the support and maintenance of common schools in 
each school district,” etc.—Art. X, sec. 2, subd. 1. 

"The legislature shall provide by law for the establish. 
ment of district schools which shall be as nearly uniform 
as practicable; and such schools shall be free, and without 
charge for tuition, to al? children between the ages of four 
and twenty years; and uo sectarian instruction shall be al- 
lowed therein."—A rt. X, sec. 3. 

** Each town and city shall be required to raise 7y taz an- 
nually for the support of common schools therein & sum not 
le88," etc.—Art. X, sec. 4, ''Provision shall be made by 
law for the distribution of the income of the school fund 
among the several towns and cities of the state for the sup- 
port of.common schools therein,” etc.—Art. X, sec. 5 


“These provisions of the constitution are cited 
together to show how completely this state as a 
civil government, and all its civil institutions, are 
divorced from all possible connection or alliance 
with any and all religions, religious worsbip, relig- 
ious establishments or modes of worship, avd with 
everything of a religious character or sppertaining 
to religion; and to show how completely al! are pro- 
tested in their religion and rights of consciences, and 
that no one shall ever be taxed or compelled to sup- 
port any religion or plase of worship, or to attend 
upon the same, and more especially to show that our 
common schools, aa one of the institutions of the 
state created by the constitution, stand, in all these 
respects, like any other institution of the state, csm- 
pletely excluded from all possible connection or 
alliance with religion or religious worship, or with 
anything of a religious character, and guarded by the 
eonatitutionsl prohibition that ‘no sectarian ingtrus- 
tion shall ba allowed therein.’ They show also that 
the common schools are free to all alike, to all nation- 
alities, to all easts of religion, to all ranks of society, 
and to all complexions. For these equal privileges 
and rights of instruction in them, all are taxed equally 
aud proportionately. The constitutional name, * com- 
mon schools,’ expresses their equality and universal 
patronage and support. Common sshools are not 
common as being low in character or grade, but com- 
mon to a!l alike, to everybody aud to all sects or 
denominations of religion, but without bringing 
religion info them. The common achoole, lika all 
the other institutions of the state, are protested by 
the constitution from all ‘control or interference 
with the rights of conscience,’ and from all prefer- 
ences given by law to any religious establishments 
or modes of worship. As the state can hav nothing 
to do with religion except to protest everyone in the. 
enjoyment cf bis own, so the common schools can 
hav nothing to do with religion in any respect what- 
ever. They are as completely secular ss avy of the 
other institutions of the state, in which all the people 
slike hav equal rights and privileges. The people 
eannot be taxed for religion in schools more than 
anywhere else. Religious instruction in the common 
schools is as clearly prohibited by these general 
elauses of the constitution as religious instruction or 
worship in any other department of state supported 
by the revenues derived from taxation. The clause 
that ‘no seotarian instruction shall be allowed 
therein’ was inserted ex industria to exclude every- 
thing pertaining to religion. They are called by 
those who wish to hav not only religion, but their 
own religion, taught therein, ‘godless. schools.’ 
They are godless, and the educational dopartment 
of the government is godless, in the same sense 
that the executiv, legislativ, and sadministrativ de- 
partments are godless. So long as our constitution 
remains as it ie, no one's religion can be taught in 
our common schools. By religion I mean religon as 
a system, not religion in the sense of natural law. 
Religion in the latter sense is the source of all law 
and government, justice and truth. Religion, as a 
system of belief, cannot be taught without offense to 
those who hav their own peculiar views of religion 
no more then it can be without offense to the different 
sects of religion. How can religion, in this sense, be 
taught in the common schools without taxing the 
people for or on account of it? The only object, 
purpose, or use for taxation by law in chis state must 
be exelusivly secular. There is no such source and 
cause of, strife, quarrel, fights, malignant opposition, 
persecution and war, and all evil in the state, ss 
religion. Let it once enter into our civil affairs, our 
government would soon be destroyed. Let it once 
enter into our common schools, they would be de- 
stroyed. Those who made our constitution saw this, 
and used the most apt and comprehensiv language 
in it, to prevent'such"a catastrophe. It is said if 


eo 3» 9—————————— 
Personal Antipathy. 


Mr. Iagersoll has repeatedly been charged with 
injuring his own cause by speaking with too much 
vehemence, ^as though," says a writer in the Balti- 
more American, “ Christianity has done some activ 
personal: wrong to him and he owed it a grudge 
whioh he intended to pay back with sompound in- 
terest.” Perhaps this is partly true, perhaps he 
does owe it a personal grudge. Mr. Ingersoll hes a 
big heart, and I do not wonder, when he looks 
about him as he jostles along the crowded streets of 
New York and sees so much poverty and want, riches 
and plenty, side by side; so much degradation and 
oppressicn, superstition and hypocrisy, and knows 
that the money wasted on the costly temples of wor- 
ship, paid to sky pilots, and shipped to foreign lands, 
might clothe the naked and feed the hungry through. 
out the breadih and length of this fair land—that he 
feels personally aggrieved and incensed. Indeed, 
when I look around me, first at my own family and 
find my precious wife so imbued by her early relig- 
ious training as to be blind to reason, and sacrificing 
many of the innocent pleasures of life at the man- 
date of the church; when my little boys come home 
from the public school (for which I 4m taxed) full of 
the stories of the Bibls deviled into them as “ gos- 
pel truths,” which I out of love for my wifa cannot 
gainsay; when I visit my sisters only to hav them 
pity me for my skepticism and offer ms “ the sweet 
consolations of religion ;’ when I go out into the 
world to be constantly meeting persons who are 
practically slaves to their superstitious ideas, and to 
find in nearly every paper I pick up—alongside, por- 
chance, of some ministerial scandal—a lot of religious 
twaddle about “Recognition in Heaven,” or some 
auch guess-work nonsense, it certainly makes me feel 
as though I had a personal grudge against Caristian-. 
ity. I goto church—I hav to go there to keep 
peace in tho family—and I am insulted and hav my 
feelings and sense of justice oulrsged. I stay at 
home and the ringing of the church bells starts a 
flood of reveries that lead to honest indignation. 

I walk the streets and mset the broadoelothed 
gentlemen of the pulpit or pass the magnificent pal- 
aces which *' keep open Sundays," and I think, Where 
does the money come from to support such follies? 
At the cradle, at the marriage,and at the gravel fiad 
these superstition-venders,and believing as I do that 
all this is folly and worse than folly, I feel that no 
words could be too strong to awaken my brothers to 
freadom. I see hypocrisy and Christianity hand in 
hand; I behold highwaymen robbing the poor “in 
the name of the Lord;" I see the institutions of 
learning checkmated by Bible-reading. I behold 
tha little ones, dear innocent little ones, housed up 
in Sunday. schools and taught most outrageous false- 
hoods as truths. Iam accused by my friends of 
being an ingrate and of committing horrible sin be- 
cause I do not join my wifein teaching my childran 
the doctrin of damuation and the kindred beauties 
of religion ; 80, am I to blame if I feel bitter against 
the institution which I know would lead me now, if 
it had the power, to the stake or the ealdron or the 
gibbet ? 

Now for a suggestion, Mr. Editor. Don’t you 
think a strong Liberal Club could be organized in 
this dear old Catholic citadel? Boston, Philadel- 
phia, NewYork, Brooklyn, and other large cities hav 
such, but here we are with over 400,000 inhabitants 
and not a congenial “place of worship" for a pious 
old Infidel like me to put his head into. Couldn't 
you get one of your noblest workers to come down 
here and stir our people up? I will gladly con- 
tribute to the cause, and I believe there sre many 
more here who will do the same. 

Epear L. Srnovanmrox. 

Baltimore, April 13, 1890. 
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Religion in Civil Affairs Would Destroy Our 
Government. , 
From the Madison, Wie, State Journal, 

A few days since, when the Wisconsin supreme 
court decided whst is commonly known as the “ Ed- 
gerton Bible case,” the State Journal gave liberal 
extracts from the admirable opinions of Justices 
Lyon and Oassoday. The remaining opinion, by 
Justice Orton, is so clear on the point of the relation 
of the etate constitution to religious teachings in the 
common schools, and withal so brief, that we are 
constrained to publish it in full, feeling sure that 
the able discussion of the question will be of great 
publie interest and that the conclusions reached will 
meet with general concurrence. Justice Orton said : 

“I vost fully and cordially concur in the decision 
and in the opinions of Justices Lyon and Oassoday 
in thig case. i 


reading the Protestant version of the Bible in schoo! 
is offansiv to the parents of some of the scholars, 
and antagonistic to their own religious views, their 
ehildren can retire. 
to go out of the school for such a reason, for one 
moment. 
argoment. 
the belief of many who are taxed to support the 
common echools, and who hav equal rights and 
privileges in them. 
sestarian strife. 
letter and spirit of the constitution. 
stitution ever existed that sovcompletely excludes 
and precludes the possibility of religious strife in the 
civil affairs of the state, and yet so fully protects all 
alike ia the enjoyment of their own religion. 
sects and denominations may teach the people their 
own doctrins in all proper places. 
protects all and favors none. 
out of the common schools and civil sffairs. 
requires but little srgument to prove that the Prot- 
estant version of the Bible, or any otker version of 
the Bible, is the source of religious strife and oppo- 
sition, and opposed to the religious belief of many of 
our people. 
were a very small sect in religion at one time, and 
they are a sect yet, to the great Catholic church 
against whose usages they protested, and so is their 
version of the Bible sectarian, as against the Catholic 
version of it, 
indispensable, useful, and valuable civil institutions - 
this 8 ate has. 
in perfeot «quality, where all the children of our peo- 
ple stand on a common platform, and may erjoy the 
benefits of an equal and common education. 
enemy to oor common achools is an enemy to our 
state government. 
would causa any religious denomination that had 
acquired the ascendency over all others, to remodel 
our coastitution, end change our government and all 
of its institutions, so as to make them favorable only 
to itself, and exclude sll others from their bencfits 
and protection. 
sectarian ins‘ruciion: wil be given in all schools. 
Religion needs no support from the state. 
stronger and much purer without it. 


They ought not to be compelled 
The suggestion itself eoncedes the whole 
That version of the Bible is hostil to 


Tt is a source of religious and 
That is enough. It violates the 
No state con- 


All 


Oar constitution 
But they must keep 
It 


It is a sectarian book. The Protestants 


Tae common school is one of the most 


It is democratic, and free to all alike, 


An 


It is the same hostility that 


In such an event, religious and 
It is 


“ Tais cassis important and timely. It brings be- 


fore the courts a ease of the plausibie, insidious, and 
apparently innocent entrance of religion into our civil 
affairs, and of an asssult upon the most valuable 
provisions of the constitution. 
should be pondered snd heeded by all of our people, 
of all nationslities and of all denominations of re- 
ligion, who desire the perpetuity and value the 
blessings of our free government. 
meaning, and interpretation, no one can doubt, and 
it requires no citation of authorities to show. It is 
religion and sectarian instruction that are excluded 
by them. Morality and good conduct may be incul- 
cated in the common schools, and should be. The 
connection of church and state, corrupts religion and — 
makes the state despotic.” 


Those provisions 


That such is their 


1 
Items of Science. 
A company has been chartered in Virginia, with a 


capital of. $3,000,000, for extracting aluminum from 
North Caroling clay by a new process. 
ess a combination of electricity, fusion, and distiila- 
tion will be vsed, and it is claimed that nesrly pure 
aluminum will be produced at a cost of less than 


In this proc- 


thirty cents a pound. 
A company in Colorado hav contracted for the 


construction of two hundred and twenty five miles 
of irrigating canals and fifteen large storage reser- 
voirs. They intend to irrigate about half a million 
acres of land with water taken from the Arkansas 
river. 


Antimony ore of high grade has been discovered 
in Kern county, Cal. i 

Dividends amounting to more than twenty-five 
milliona of dollars hav been paid from Lake Supe- 
rior copper mines on land originally owned by the 
St. Mary’s Canal Mineral Land Company of Michigan. 
Many of the most profitable Michigan copper mines 
are on land originally owned by this company. — 

Nothing shows better the great progress made in 
the art of photography, from its origin to the present 
day, than pictures of clocks. In the early days, when 
an exposure of. from a quarter to half an hour was 
required, both hands of the clock were blurred, the 
minute hand especially being lost in a fog. The 
improvement has been constant, and in modern pho- 
tographs taken with quick erposure both hands are 
equally distinct. : 

Important sponge banks hav lately been discovered 
on the southern coast of Sicily, extending over a sur- 
face of from ninety to a hundred miles. All varieties 
of sponges hav been found there, including those in 
greatest commercial demand. 

A long-distance telephone connects Buenos Ayres 
and Montevideo, crossing the Rio de la Plata by 
means of submarine cables twenty-eight miles in 
length. The charge for use is sbout a dollar & 
minute, and the line givs satisfaction both in loud- 
ness and in distinct articulation. 


ied 


TAE TRUTH SHEKERK, APRIL 26, 1590. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MaoponaLp, Editor. 
O. P. Somznsy, - - Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED EY 
T.-HEJTRUZH SEEKER COMPANY. 

38 LAFAYETTE PLACE. NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
OOMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and Ea- 
press Money Orders payable to CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - - + APRIL 26, 1890. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Single subscription in advance... $B 00 
One subscription two years, inadv&nos................ 5 00 
Two new Bubscribers.........eeeee een». — 5 060 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
IMIttANCe....cccncccccssccssrocccreeeenccesesccssccccccccsccesss 0 OD 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remittanoe .....0...,ccccrereverccccsoorece —— es. 7 GD 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
Temittance ..essesesssoeoevoeversecsoosecosveoeosueouoseososese 8 86 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remittance ....... ee eee eee eene erento nnne enne ta nne eene ete nnn 10 06 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Pictorial Arguments Against 
the Church. 
A FOUR HUNDRED PAGE CARTOON BOOK. 


Two Hundred Pictures and T wo Hundred Pages 
of Reading Matter. 


Price, $2; advance orders solicited. 


Ths Presbyterian Creed. 

The Independent has been figuring on the proba- 
bilities of the revision of the Presbyterian Confession 
of Faith by the general assembly which meets at 
Saratoga on the 15th of next month. The Zndepend- 
ent finds this state of things to exist: “Including 
the presbytery of Fiint, in Michigan, which we sup- 
pose to be a new presbytery, as we do not find it in 
the ‘Minutes of the General Assembly,’ there are 
two hundred and twelve in all. We giv the vote of 
one hundred and twenty-two. Four others hay either 
declined or failed to vote, so that only eighty-six 
presbyteries are now to be heard from. The returns 
of the hundred and twenty-two show that they hav 
voted two to one in favor of revision. As the effect 
of not voting is really to vote against revision, the 
four presbyteries of Albany—which desire & new 
ereed— Zieatecas, Alaska, and Urumia, must be 
added to the negativ vote, thus increasing it to forty- 
four. Forty-four is one-third of one hundred and 
thirty-two, consequently the affirmativ vote is six 
short of being two-thirds.” 

There is some difference of opinion as to whether 
a two-thirds vote is requisit, and that question will 
be decided by the general assembly. It is probable, 
however, that the two-thirds rule will be adhered to, 
which will render impossible any change in the Con- 
fession of Faith at present. But that so lerge a 
majority of the presbyteries favor revision is none 
the leas significant, and indicates that the Presby- 
terian church, like other organizations, is subject to 
the law of evolution—something of which many peo- 
ple hav had serious doubts. The followers of Calvin 
hav been so grimly determined £o learn nothing and 

orget nothing, that the wave of progress has appar- 
ently swept by them, leaving them anchored like a 
rock in a running stream. It is encouraging te know 
that some of them, at least, are making efforts to ex- 
tricate themselvs from the mud. On this subject the 
Independent says: “One thing is clear, whatever 
may be the decision as to the question of a majority 
or two-thirds, that the Presbyterian church, as repre- 
sented by its presbyteries, is not satisfied with its 
standards as they are. It desires that its confession 
be amended. Something must be done. Exactly 
what will be done is not clear. It may be revision ; 
it may be a short new creed. Sooner or later, it will 
be one or the other.” 

Any man who is endeavoring to break away from 


the cast-iron cruelty of the Presbyterian creed is 
worthy of encouragement. That creed is such a 
libel on the character of any decent divinity and such a 
dispaxagement of mankind, that its complete or partial 


abolitior cannot but help the progress of any country. 


in which sny considerable number of people hav 
bsen enslaved by it. From the time when Calvin 
busied himself in ordering the style of clothes to be 
worn and the food to be eaten by the citizens of 
Geneva to the last expulsion for heresy from the 
minisiry of a Presbyterian preacher, the creed which 
Calvin and Farol concocted has been at once the 
most truly Christian and the worst of all Protestant 
efforts to befool mankind. “Fortunately for us,” 
says Ingersoll, “civilization has had a softening 
effect sven upon the Presbyterian church. To the 
ennobling influence of the arts and sciences the 
savage spirit of Calvinism has, in some slight degree, 
succumbed. True, the old creed remains substan- 
tially as it was written, but by a kind of tacit under- 
standing it has come to be regarded as a relic of the 
pasi. The cry of ‘heresy’ has been growing fainter 
and fainter, and, as a consequence, the ministers of 
that denomination hav ventured, now and then, to 
express doubts as to the damnation of infants, and 
the doctrin of total depravity. The fact is, the old 
ideas became a little monotonous to the people. The 
fall of man, the scheme of redemption and irresistible 
grace, began to hava familiar sound. The preachers 
told the old stories while the congregations slept. 
Some of the ministers became tired of these stories 
themselvs. The five points grew dull, and they felt 
that nothing short of irresistible grace could bear 
this endless repetition. The outside world was full 
of progress, and in every direction men advanced, 
while this church, anchored to a creed, idly rotted at 
the snore. Other denominations, imbued some little 
with the spiri& of investigation, were springing up 
on every side, while the old Presbyterian ark rested 
on the Ararat of the past, filled with the theological 
monsters of another age.” ^ 


And now, the old creed itself must soon succumb 
to the softening effects of civilization. It is only a 
few weeks ago that a Presbyterian minister ssid that 
"infant damnation is a legacy from our pagan 
ancestors,” and was allowed to keep his pulpit. 
Some of the sleeping congregations hav awakened 
and some of the ministers can stand the stories no 
longer. They want to be more in harmony with the 
outside world, and go they demand the revision of 
the ereed. Ii seems they never knew till now just 
what it contained, as Mr. Henry Day, one of the lay 
delegates to the Saratoga convention, confesses. 
Mr. Day is an elder in the church, yet when the 
Westminster confession was first under criticism, Mr, 
Day expressed himself as astonished to learn that he 
bad been professing to believe in its fundamental 
teachingy. 

What is to be the effect of this movement for re- 
vision? Simply this, to still further discredit evan- 
gelical Christianity and to add to the ranks cf the 
“Libers! Christiens” and the Agnostics. The 
doctrin of election, which is now found abhorrent 
by the great majority of Presbyterians, is the very 
keystone of the Calvinistic creed, and its elimination 
will bring down the moss-covered theological arch, 
if the revisers carry their changes as far as logic 
demands. “Election and its declared consequences,” 
ssys the Sun in commenting upon the revision move- 
ment, “iio at the very foundation, are the premises 
and the conclusions from premises necessary to the 
support of the entire system of Presbyterian theol- 
ogy. If they believe in the personality of God and 
in future retribution, they must believe in them. 
There is no escape short of Infidelity or Universal- 
ism.” And the same journal further declares that 
this proposed revision is a “ march toward Infidelity.” 
Unquestionably these statements are true. It is a 
fact that the more eruelly absurd, logically damnable, 
and unfit for human adoption a creed or sect can be, 
the closer is it related to Christianity as built up 
from & literal acceptance of the Bible. The worst 
churches hav always been those which most closely 
followed the teaching of the two Testaments. Cal- 
vinism and Catholicism bav more support in that 
barbarie book than ali the gentler eacts put together. 
The fiddle plays all tunes, but some of its strings are 
louder sounding than others. The effect, therefore, 
of changing & creed so inextricably entangled with 
the Bible, must necessarily be followed by tearing 
out parts of the Bible itself. 


Persecution for “Sabbath ” Breaking. 


A late issue of the Cleveland News and Herald 
has this dispatch from the Seventh Day Adventists 
of Battle Creek, Mich.: 


** A peculiar case was tried in the circuit court at Troy, 
Obion county, Tenn., recently. The indictment was against 
R. M. King, and was based on the following charges: 
‘Plowing on Sunday and doing various other kinds of 
work on that day without regard to said Sabbath days.’ Mr. 
King is a member of a small but respectable sect of Chris- 
tians known as Seventh Day Adventists, who observe the 
seventh day (Saturday) as the Sabbath. Bix witnesses were 
examined, five for the prosecution and one for the defense 
All the witnesses testified to the good character of the de- 
fendant as a law-abiding citizen, with the one exception of 
working on Sunday. The defendant offered to prove that 
he had been brought before a justice and fined for the prin. 
cipal offense charged in the indictment, and that he had 
paid his fine; but the court would not permit him to do so. 
The examination of the witnesses showed that twoof them 
belonged to an organization whose members had bound 
themselvs together by a written agreement to prosecute 
every violation of the Sunday laws. The counsel for the 
defendant then offered to prove that men in the same neigh- 
borhood where Mr. King lived had cut wheat with a self- 
binder, rafted logs, and done other work on Sunday, for 
which they had never been called in question, but the court 
would not permit him to prove it. The work done by Mr. 
King was all on his own premises and not in sight of any 
public place of worship. The witnesses all testified that 
they were not disturbed in any way except that their moral 
and religious feelings were shocked. The cross-examination 
developed the fact that two of the witnesses were going to 
another part of the. neighborhood after a cow, and a third 
was engaging harvest hands, when they saw Mr. King at 
work on Sunday. The defendant had lived in the same 
neighborhood from a child and had always borne a good 
character, both ss a citizen and a Christian gentleman. 
About two years ago he changed his religious belief, uniting 
with the Seventh Day Adventists, since which time no op- 
portunity has been lost by his former brethren to harass and 
injure him. 

** The prosecuting attorney made an inflammatory speech, 
in which he confounded the Adventists with the Mormons. 
In the conclusion of his speech he said: ‘I wish we had 
more Methodist churches, and more Baptist churches, and 
more Presbyterian churches, and more Episcopal churches, 
and more Catholic churches, until every man was brought 
under the benign influence of these churches; but I do not 
want any Adventist churches or Mormon churches. Mr. 
Guiteau, when he had a revelation from God (and I expect 
had a Seventh Day Adventist lawyer to defend him) took a 
pistol, and shot down the ruler of this nation, and they hung 
him, and that is what they ought to do with all of these 
fellows.’ 

** The jury brought in a verdict of guilty and assessed the 
fine at $75. In overruling a motion for a new hearing the 
judge said: ‘ The law is clear. I charged it properly. The 
fine is a reasonable one and well warranted. The laws are 
made to be obeyed, and Mr. King and all other men should 
and must obey or leave the country. I make these remarks 
that they may know that I intend to hav the law strictly en- 
forced iv the future. Mr. King and his brethren hav a right 
to keep another day if they choose, but as Christian men it 
is their duty to obey the laws of the state and they must 
do it.’ 

‘t People here are asking if we are returning to the days of 
Cotton Mather or of the Spanish Inquisition, that faithful 
law-abiding citizens must be fined or driven from the coun- 
try when their only offense consists in quietly carrying out 
the convictions of conscience." 


This is another outrage which, happily, can be 
committed only in a few unprogressiv states like 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, and Tennessee. That 
it can be committed in any state of the Union is of 
course a damage to the country, and a disgrace to 
humanity, but if the American Sabbath Union can 
compass its objects, we shall hav such scenes in 
every court room in the country. There sre Sunday. 
laws upon the statute books of all the states and: 
territories but California and Arizona, and if the, 
Sabbath Union can get the fanatics organized and 
compel their general enforcement the case of Mr. 
King will not be so eonspicuous by reason of its. 
comparativ novelty. If anyone thinks this is not so, 
let him read the speeches and repgris of work done 
in the Sabbath Union’s report. The Banner of 
Light truly says, “The spirit of bigotry is by no 
means dead—the age of intolerance has not yeten- 
tirely passed away. Old error dies hard, and the 
lover of personal liberty must be ever on the alert 
to guard his rights and to protect his principles at 
any cost, if he would not be overthrown by the 
enemy." United with the churshes, these Sabbata- 
rians hav vice-presidents and secretaries in every 
state, district secretaries working wherever oppor- 
tunity presents, organizations in counties and vil- 
lages with membership comprising a large part of the 
pious of the neighborhood, and traveling speakers 
using churches for week-dey meetings to spread 
their tyrannical ideas. In many of the large cities 
they hav miscalled law and order leagues the special 
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business of which is to poke their noses into other 
folks’ business affairs and to makeiptolerable nuisances 
of themselvs generally by complaining of barbers, 
milkmen, candy and drug sellers, and such inoffensiv 
merchants and tradesmen. In Massachusetts alone 
there are over one hundred of these leagues of or- 
ganized hypocrits, and it is their desire to make a 
Toronto out of every village in the United States ; 
for they are never tired of holding up that priest- 
ridden and minister-ridden town as & model. At the 
annual meeting one fossil quoted from the descrip- 
tion of Boston two hundred years ago written by 
an Englishman who visited the town. The letter so 
well pictures the state of society then, and the state 
agsin demanded by the Sabbath Union, that we 
print it here: 


“ Their observation of the Sabbath (which they rather 
choose to call by the name of the Lord’s day, whensoever 
they hav occasion to mention it), is the strictest kept that 
ever yet I saw anywhere. On that day no man, woman, or 
child is permitted to go out of town on any pretense what- 
SOever; nor can any that are out of town come in on the 
Lord's day. The town being situated on a peninsula, there 
is but one way out of it by land, which is over a narrow 
neck of land at the south end of the town, which is inclosed 
by a fortification, and the gates shut by way of prevention. 

“ There is a ferry, indeed, at the north end of the town, 
but care is taken by way of prevention there, also. But if 
they could escape out of the town at either of these places 
it wouldn't answer their end, for the same care is taken all 
the country over to prevent traveling on Sundays, and they 
are as diligent in the detection of offenders of this sort al! 
over the New England government as we in England are of 
stopping up of highways—more; and those who are of the 
Independent persuasion refrain from any attempts of this 
kind in point of conscience. . 

“And, as they will by no means admit of trading on Sun- 
day, so they are equally tenacious about preserving good 
order in the town on the Lord’s day; and they will not suf- 
fer anyone to walk down to the water's side, though some of 
the houses are adjoining to the several wharf8; nor, even in 
the hottest days of summer, will they admit of anyone to 
take the air on the common, which lies contiguous to the 
town, as Moorfield does to Finsbury. And if two or three 
people who meet one another in the street by accident, stand 
talking together, if they do not disrerse immediately upon 
the first notice, they are liable to fine and imprisonment ; 
and I believe, whoever it be that incurs the penalties on this 
account, are sure to feel the weight of them. 

* But that which is the most extiaordinary is that they 
commence the Sabbath from the setting of the sun on the 
Saturday evening, and, in conformity to that, all trade and 
business ceases, and every shop in the town is shut up. 
Even a barber is finable for shaving after that time. Nor 
are any of.the taverns permitted to entertain company, for 
in that case, not only the town; but every person found 
therein, isfinable. ° 

“ I don’t mention this strict observance of the Lord's day 
as intended rather to keep people within the bounds of de- 
cency and good order than to be strictly complied with, or 
that the appointment of this duty was only by some primary 
. law grown obsolete, but that it is now in full force and 
vigor, and that the justices, attended with a posse of con- 
stables, go about every week to compel obedience to this 
law." . , 

Just think of the kind of men they must be who 
want that condition of things revived! But the 
greatest wonder of all is that they are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of pergons, and can algo find 
legislators and judges who will make and enforce 
laws at their command! To use the words of one 
of the opposers of Blair’s Sunday Rest bill: “In the 
name of law, constitutional and statutory, moral and 
civil; in the name of enlightenment and progress ; 
in the name of reason, why should the people of 
such a nation as this, living under such a Oonstitu- 
tion as is our national Constitution, be asked to re- 
turn to the wicked system that characterizsd the 
Middle Ages?” Yet that Tennessee judge could hav 
fittingly sat upon the judicial bench in Scotland or 
Massachusetts two hundred years ago. If there are 
any more like him in the land, may they, with him, 
soon be called to,their rewards. They are too good 
for this world. 

ee — ————— 
Mr. Harman Convicted. 


Mr. E. W. Chamberlain, of this city, who madé a 
journey to Kansas to help Mr. Harman in his lega! 
defense, sends us this telegram: “ Harman defrauded. 
Convicted on Markland and Whitehead letters before 
my arrival, judge spparently conniving. Trial a 
farce.” . 

The folly of publishing the O'Neil letter is made 
clear by this conviction on the letters previously pub- 
lished. The Markland and Whitehesd letters are not 
obscene at all, and could Mr. Harman hav had good 
counsel to defend him there would hav baer a chance, 
notwithstanding Judge Foster's opinion expzessed in 


his decision on the demurrer of Mr. Harman’s coun- 
sel, of his acquittal. But the printing of the O'Neil let- 
ter caused his counsel to withdraw from his defense, 
and he was left alone. That was the reason why 
Mr. Chamberlain felt it to be his duty to go to Kan- 
sas, and it is much to be regretted that his presence 
was rendered valueless by the precipitancy of the 
court. 

On the letters on which the conviction was gained 
we hav several times commented. They do not 
come within the meaning even of the unconstitu- 
tional Comstock law.. It is a legal outrage to send a 
man to prison for printing them. So much we all 
know, but the practical question is, what can be done 
for Mr. Harman? We fear, nothing; but that can be 
told better when Mr. Chamberlain is heard from. 
He is fertil of resource, and it may be can devise 


some scheme of relief. 
——— +e —————— 


A Chance for the Sabbath Union. 


The American Sabbath Union has issued its first 
annual report, and in it we find the basis and object 
of the Union stated as follows: 

“ The basis of this American Sabbath Union is the divine 
authority and universal and perpetual obligation of the Sab- 
bath, as manifested in the order and constitution of nature, 
declared in the revealed will of God, formulated in the 
Fourth Commandment of the moral law, interpreted and ap- 
‘plied by our Lord and savior Jesus Christ, transferred to the 
Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, by Christ and his apostles, 
and approved by its beneficent influence upon persona! and 
national life. The object of the American Sabbath Union 
is to preserve the Christian Sabbath asa day of rest and wor- 
ship.” 

If the Union is so sure that Jesus and his apostles 
traneferred the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday 
that if makes the transference its basis, why does 
not the Union accept J. E. Remsburg’s oft repeated 
offer to giv one hundred dollars to anyone who wii! 
show that assertion to be a fact by the Bible? The 
Sabbath Union needs funds, for the report shows 
that its treasury has been chiefly replenished from 
the pocket of E. F. Shepard, a gentleman who de 
nounces all Sunday newspapers, but advertises his 
own journal of Saturdays as eminently fit print to be 
read on Sundays ! 

—— oeoo 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux Mailand Ezpress says: 


* At David Dows's funeral Dr. Rainsford commented on the fact 
that he had never connected himself with any Ohristian church; 
and, alas! commended him for it. ` 

“D. D. himself now takes a different view.” 


What does Mr. Shepard mean by this--that David Dows 
is now in hell, and is sorry for it ? 


Tue kind of Catholic society which meets the approbation 
of the authorities of that church is the Boston ‘‘ Order of 
Athenians,” the constitution of which has this provision: 
** At any of its meetings the pastor of the parish may enter 
without permit or passport." This, according to a Catholic 
journal, shows the right spirit. There is, however, another 
provision which might hav been added that we conceive 
would suit the priests even better than this—something to 
the effect that the pastor might also use the members for 
doormats whenever and wherever he saw fit to do so! 


Tur Catholic Review is interested in the tariff bill now 
before Congress, and waxes very indignant at the rumor 
that Congress is about to put a tariff on stained giass win- 
dows for churches, owing to the pressure brought to bear 
upon the committee by the very few American manufact- 
urers. Although there is at present a duty of forty per cent 
on stained glass, the churches get their windows free by spe- 
cial exemption, and the proposal to take away that privilege 
and ‘leave the church furnishers and church builders at the 
mercy of tbe tariff or in the clutches of the American manu- 
facturers,” as the Review puts it, is held by the church to be 
Httle short of sacrilege. Probably if the Roman church 
bishops could hav their way, the men who proposed such 
a scheme would be racked. 


A man by the name of Brown has begun in Indianopolis 
the publication of a driveling patent-plate paper called the 
Ram's Horn, It is supposed to be a religious sheet. Mr. 
Brown advertises himself extensivly as a converted Infidel, 
and was, he says, ‘‘ one of the mistaken number who, a few 
years ago, helped to send a New York Infidel editor on a 
trip around the world, in order that he might study the 
different religions from personal observation, and thereby 
be better qualified to pitch into Christianity." Itis hard to 
see where the mistake was made by Mr. Brown, unless he 
thoughtthat Mr. Bennett would supply him with brains as well 
as books for his money. We think, indeed, that if Mr. Brown 
bought a set of ** Round the World” his act was in every way 
more creditable than his present venture in patent-plate re- 
ligion, and if that was the worst act of his life he has been a 
siegularly virtuous individual. Mr. Brown alleges that he 
was converted four years ago and now “ engages in the pub- 
lication of the Ram's Horn because he believes that he owes 
it to God and Christian people to do all in his power to help 


make known the truth against which he formerly battled.” 
Buying that set of books undoubtedly needa an awful lot of 
atonement, but if Mr. Brown could make his sacrificial offer- 
‘ing assume some other shape than the issuance of this stereo- 
type foundry sheet along suffering public would probably 
be grateful. i 


A Cosan correspondent of the Herald declares that the 


people in Cuba desire independence from Spain or annexa- 
tion to tbe United States. 
in dependency is thus given: ‘‘ Another paper, La Lucha, 
has &180 been suppressed, because it contained extracts from 
a private letter of the late Captain-general Salamanca to the 
minister of Ultra Mar. 
announced that the treasury intended to prefer charges 
against the clergy. . It is alleged that churches which hav 
only one priest and one janitor hav been drawing salaries for 
two priests, and that churches which hav ove priest and two 
janitors hav been drawing salaries for three priests. 
clergy are very powerful these charges may not be pressed, 
and even if a decision should be given against them it is 
quite likely that the court itself would be suppressed by the 
government." : 


One of the reasons for the change 


Previous to its suppression La Lucha. 


As the 


Tus Springfield State Register prints this item among itg 


religious intelligence: ‘‘The Rev. L. C. Goodrich retires to- 
day from the pastorate of the Caristian church at Mt. Pulaski 
to assume charge of the ‘ People’s church,’ organized in this 
city.some time ago. 
calls a ‘ non-sectarian’ congregation in Mt. Pulaski. 
article in the current number of the Mt. Pulaski Jews, he 
says: ' Having myself publicly denied and ignored the in- 
famous and God-dishonoring doctrin of an endless hell, 
that is, literal fire, and believing that punishment for sin is 
certain and that God demands final and inexorable justice, 
not revenge, of all men, and that punishment is causatory, 


He also expects to establish what he 
In an 


and effects good, not evil, now, from all these cousiderations, 
and others which I will mention in my farewell discourse on 
Sunday night next,I am compelled to announce that I will 
on Sunday night, March 16th, at 7:30 P.s., cease to preach 
for any denomination or church having for its chief end only 
sectarian bigotry?” Tais seems to be a case of a good man 


gone right—something very rare among the ministers. 


Last February Wallace N»leon, an English Freethought 
believer, issued at Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, the first 
number of a monthly Freethought journal called the Stock- 
whip. The postmaster-general promptly declined to afford 
him postal facilities except at transient postal rates. Of the 
postmaster-general’s action Mr. Nelson says: ‘‘ To deny to a 
Freethought publication privileges accorded to religious 
ones, is an act of despotism worthy of Russian imperialism. 
Such high-handed authority must be resisted to the death ; 
he who tamely submits to tyranny is a traitor to liberty, and 
deserves to be a slave. The executiv government hes no 
right, moral nor legal, to invade our rights because it does 
not agree with our opinions. If our publication is illegal, let 
us be prosecuted at law. If we are guilty of blasphemy, let 
that charge be preferred against us before the proper tri- 
bunals. If we violate the law, the law has, perhaps, a right 
to punish us; but we deny the right of the executiv govern- 
ment to become at once our prosecutor and our judge, and to 
condemn us unheard. We assure our readers that this 
attempt to persecute us, will only inspire us with greater 
vitality. The existence of such contemptible bigotry, even 
in high quarters, is a splendid justification of our policy, and 
will, doubtless, wia us increased sympathy from our friends. 
Already one Sydney news.agent has ordered 1,000 copies of 
our next issue. In order to defeat the government we shall, 
for the present, increase the size and price of our publica- 
tion, and, if our friends continue to support us, we shall con- 
tinue to exist, and even to flourish, in spite of all obstacles." 


Waar Mr. H. O. Pentecost would probably call “long 
range” alarm is that displayed by the Protestants of Toronto 
who hav sent to the German emperor the following docu- 
ment: 


* DEAR AND HONORED Sir: As citizens of the western world who 
feel the puleationg of the life that throbs at this hour in the heart 
of the Germans, we desire to assure you that, having followed 
your accession to the throne with grave apprebension and alarm, 
learning that the Jesnits hav expressed a determination to return 
in force to the land from which they were banished iu consc quence 
of their implacable hostility to the government of which the late 
emperor William I. of blessed memóry was the honored he«d, 
equally sad hav we been made by assarances that negotiations hav 
been entered into which shall recogniz» Pope Leo XIII. asthe head 
of the government, which is false in fact aud Lurttul in theory. 

* Germany is the natural head of Protestantism. Luther marked 
off the channel along which is the current of Freethought sweep- 
ing into the future. To surrender to Rome is to cut locse from 
God and betray the trust committed to the liberty-lov'ng people 
of every land. Your rejection of the overtures of Leo XIII. in the 
aprivg of 1887, your loyalty to God and his commands, manifested 
in your elevated purpose to honor and keep the holy Sabbath at 
home and abroad, and your determination to champion the p:o- 
ple’s intereste, lead us to hope that you hav been chosen of God to 
strike Romaniem its fatal blow and to build up ihe nation of 
which you are the honored head in ail ennobling virtues. March 
at the head of the advaucing thought of the hour and you shall be 
more than emperor of Germany; you shall be one of the leaders 
of the embattled hosts of God on earth.” 


It cecurs to us that the Protestanta of Toronto can find 
their Jesuit enemy much nearer home than Germany and in 
sufficient strength to tax the resources of themselvs, Kaiser 
William, and that God who is, according to them, all on 
their side. na) 


Then tle Good Result Will Be Produced, 
From the [naépendent Pulpit. 

The Truth Seeker Company announce that they will 
publish a volume of the illustrations that hav appeared in 
Tre Trora Serre from time totime. A judicious selection 
of these illustrations will,no doubt, be productiv of good 
results.- 
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Hetters jrom Sriends, 


GRzEnspurRGn, Pa., April 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Two old subscribers, and the two new ones 
I herewith inclose, all vote for pictures. Jno. 8. BYERS. 


Denver, CoL., April 3, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed is $2.25, for which send me the 
ANNUAL for 1890, and the book of cartoons as soon as com- 
pleted. Very respectfully, Farrz Tuts. 


BarrIMORE, Mp., April 14, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: The inclosed is for Heston's picture book 
"when published. I would hav preferred a book of his Bible 
illustrations, but hope that will also be forthcoming. 
Truly yours, A. Parrett LLOYD. 


Caynonszura, Pa., April 10, 1890. 
. Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed $8.75 for four new subscribers 
for Taz Terura SzzEzz and Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s argument 
on “ Blasphemy.” Brn Eywon. 


Moont Preasant, Pa., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. Enprron: The pictures, and the paper altogether, come 
as a pleasant treat every week, which I would surely miss if 
it was not forthcoming. JAMES Ropazns. 


SoorrTSYILLE, ARK., April 5, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Send me the ANNUAL and other books named. 
I hav taken Tue Trura Szxxer for ten years or more. I 
could not do without it. I vote for the cartoons. 
W. R. Harz. 


Erponzapo, Ia., April 5, 1890. 
Mz. Epiron: Find inclosed $3.25, for which send Tux 
TRUTA SEEKER and ANUAL for 1890. My vote on the car- 
` toon question is, continue the cartoons if possible. 
Yours respectfully, Jos. HUNTSINGER. 


Row Ey, Cor., May 7, 1890. 
` Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5 for myself ‘and a new sub- 
seriber. You can count these two votes for the pictures. 
As far as I am concerned I shall take Taz TgurH SEEKER 
with or without pictures. F. Sarat. 


Oruir, CAL., April 10, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I am in favor of Heston's pictures, and will 


credit to pay for Watson Heston's pictorial educator. 
me two copies. 
copy free. 
It wil be an eye-opener to the investigator and a powerful 
weapon in the hands of Freethinkers. 
the pictorial Bible appear. 
on the good work. Long life to Watson Heston and TuE 
Trout SEEKER. 


Canton, O., April 10, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: Inclosed find $2— $1 for the balance of my 
subscription, twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEEKER 
ANNUAL, and seventy-five cents for Heston. I am glad to 
see in the paper that you hav received enough new sub- 
scribers and money to continue the pictures for a year at 
least. I am doing some missionary work now with my 
paper, and I hav the promis of one new subscriber when I 
renew, and perhaps more. I will do all I can to get more 

till that time. D. S. AUNGST. 


San Dix6o, CaL., April 9, 1890. 
Mr. EpiroR: Inclosed I send $5 for a friend of this city 
to pay for TuE TRUTH SEEKER one year and also for the 


forthcoming book of pictures. The gentleman is a Liberal 
Spiritualist—is particularly pleased with the pictures as a 
means of educating Christians who are only able to take in 
ideas from object-lessons. 


Our city is favored at this time with a series of lectures by 


Dr. J. L. York, who is moving the minds of the people, and 
stirring up the muddy streams of ignorance and superstition 
as they hav never been stirred before. 


Mary A. WEITE. 


Grens Farrs, April 10, 1890. 
Mr. ÉprTOR: I think the Freethinkers ought to get up a 


petition for the repeal of the law that givs all foreigners the 
privilege of voting. None should hav that privilege that 
owe their allegiance to Rome. Nove but American citizens 
ought to hav the power to vote. It is giving the scum of 
creation a chance to crush our best institutions. 
much to bear. 
they hav got the power, and it is asking too much to request 
to let them spread their rust and mildew over this America. 


It is too 
They hav desolated every couniry where 


H. A. Ho1coms. 


SAOBAMENTO, CaL., April 7, 1890. 
Mr. EpiroR: Inclosed find $10; place the same to my 
Send 
Then I will decide to whom I will send a 
I believe the picture book will find a ready sale. 


Iam anxious to hav 
You can calculate on me to help 


Yours truly, R. BUTTERFIELD. 


New Camerata, Kax., April 15, 1890. 


do something for them as soon as I possibly can. The boys 

at Ophir, Cal., last Friday gave the Salvation Army a shower 

of rotten eggs and quartz rocks for the benefit of their souls. 
Lewis KAISER. 


Mz. Epitor: Although only a private in the Liberal 
ranks, I wish to say a word in regard to the course the Secu- 
lar Union has mapped out. I approve of its present course, 
and hav circulated petitions on three different occasions, 
which givs me a pretty good chance to know how much 
help we can get from Christians. I circulated a petition in 
Illinois for the taxation of church property. With very little 
effort I got sixty-eight signers, knowing the most of them 
person*lly. Both Catholics and Protestants signed it. It is 
safe to say fully one-third were Christians of some kind. 

Joss W. ABBOTT. 


Burns, MSN., April 6, 1890. 
Me. Epiror: Inclosed please find money for the ANNUAL 
for 1890, and “Crimes against Criminals,” by R. G.. Inger- 
soll. Keep Heston at work, is the word with me, and I will 
send something to help pay him after a while. 
Yours, ete., E. M. RATHBUN. 


FosTER Der: R. I., April 9, 1890. 

Mz. Eniröz: Inclosed find $2, for which you will send 
me the cartoon book when published. 

Foster Centre is a way-back placein the big state of Rhode 
Island, away from railroads. Nothing but the old-fashioned 
stage brings the mail. But the people, though old-fashioned 
folks, are more Liberal than in that ignorant orthodox camp 
of Georgiaville. The only nuisance in the place is one Baptist 
church that they do not run but one Sunday in four for 
the lack of a minister. If they were. all that way, what a 
sight to behold! I willlook around and see if I cannot get 
a subscriber. Times and money are not very good at present. 

Yours truly, WILLIAM A. BESNETT. 


Fort SILL, Inn. TERR., April 7, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTor: Iam glad that you hav decided to publish 
the pictures of the dear TRUTH SEEKER in book form. I 
herewith inclose $5— $2 for the cartoon book, the rest for 
the ANNUAL &nd other books as on list inclosed. 
C. C. DE Runia. 


CLOVERPORT, KY., April 11, 1890. 
Me. Eprror: I think I will be able to send in two new 
subscribers. When I renew my own subscription in May I 
"will send and get the cartoon book. I am doing all I can 
for the cause wherever I go. Some twelve yearg ago I was 
the only Freethinker in my neighborhood. Now several of 
the best men there are Freethinkers. W. B. CLARE. 
Iowa City, Ia., April 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 and appropriate as 
follows: $1 for Brother Heston and $2 for his forthcoming 
book, $1 to the Literature Fund, and balance as per order 
inclosed. Ihav been a constant reader of the dear old TRUTH 
SEEKEE for fifteen years, and will continue for fifteen more 
provided I liv so long. J. J. DETZ. 


YPSILANTI, Miom., April 12, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Every man, woman, and child should read 
Remsburg's life of. grand old 'Tom. Thomas Paine's 
“ Rights of Man,” ** Common Sense,” and *'' Crisis" should 
be in every school-room in this land. It is strange how few 
know there are any such works in existence, much less of 
their real character. If they were fully known and under- 
Stood, the man who undertook to rob him of his well. 
earned fame would meet with such a rebuke that a second 


Nar. Sorpigge! Home, LEAVENWORTH, KAN., Jan. 9, 1890. 
Mr. EnrroR: Great work you hav done. An immense 
Union is in waiting for you to create, which shall burst forth 
through the clouds of superstition snd cast into oblivion the 
whole. Words cannot express my gratitude to all great 
laborers in the cause for humanity. Send me the ANNUAL. 
FLORIAN LEBER, Bn. 


: S. Dennis, Mass., April 1, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron : Continue my name on the roll. The paper 
suits me to a charm. I hav been an old shipmaster and hav 
sailed the world over for more than fifty years. Keep THE 
TeuTR SEEKER under all sail, and may she ever hav a fair 
wind, and never alter her course, but run down all error and 
superstition, and sink it ten thousand fathoms deep. 
Yours truly, A. HALLETT. 


Rimeway, Mo., March 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $7.40, for which send 
tracts and books as directed. I hav been trying for some 
time to get a subscriber. I finally succeeded in getting one 
for a year; and one trial subscriber, but I think he will re- 
new when his time is out. Liberalism is growing here some, 
and, I think, will get stronger in a few years. We like the 
cartoons very well, and here are three votes for them. I 
think Tug TRUTH SEEKER is the best paper published. 
E. M. Grues. 


edition would not be necessary. I am much pleased with 
the able articles found in THE TRUTH SgEkER 80 far. I think 
you cav safely count on me as a fixture in the future. 

Very respectfully yours, James P. DiokIN&ON. 


San Josz, CAL., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Linclose $10 to help the cause of Freethought 
alittle. Let it go toward a sample copy fund, which I think 
Should be established in every Freethought office in the 
United ‘States. My idea of a sample copy fund is, to send 
out sample copies, not to old-established Infidels, but to the 
young students of high schools, normal schools, universi. 
ties, colleges, and seminaries. You cannot change the mind 
of old bigots, for they hav lost their reason. You need not 
try to change the mind of a good Infidel, for the ‘“ whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick." Try the 
young students whose minds are not made up. Good luck 

to the old TRUTH SEEKER. My best wishes go with this. 
Samos Parsons. 


Cuintow, Ia., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTOR: “A Truth Seeker Around the World,” 
four volumes, came to hand yesterday. I am well pleased 
with it. I hope you may be able to sell thousands. I 
accompanied Mr. Bennett as far as Edinburgh last evening, 
and recognize his trip across the ocean as very much like my 


own of sixteen months ago. Inclosed I send you $10, | 


which I wish you to apply on the above four volumes, also a 
cartoon book, and send it when ready. And I would giv $1 
more with pleasure for the book, if you would embellish it 
with likenesses of E. Macdonald, C. P. Somerby, and Mr. 
Heston. Now &uit yourself; pay your money and take your 
choice. Hoping you are having success in your work upon 
it, I remain, Fraternally, JAMES A. GREENHILL. 

[We'll ‘‘split the difference” with our friend and put in 
Mr. Heston's picture.—Eb. T. 8.] 


Port or-BeArs, TRINIDAD, March 19, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Having the pleasure of seeing one of your 
valuable journals of January 4th, and being delighted with 
the pictures on first and last pages, Iam compelled to take 
the liberty to pray that you will continue the same, as I am 
about to become a subscriber and induce several of my 
friends to do the same. After reading the contents and 
studying the same carefully, I can but conclude to be one of 
your number. The present state of Trinidad requires such 
a paper to enlighten its benighted inbabitants on the truths 
of nature, and remove from their priest-stricken consciences 
the darkness of the doctrins of the church of Rome. I there. 
fore beg that you will forward to me by the earliest oppor- 
tunity a copy of your paper, with the terms of subscrip'ion 
tc Trinidad. I may state that I hav acted as agent for many 
publishers of magazines in the United States, and should 
you require an agent my way I shall undertake the business 
with all diligence. Send me one of your catalogs of books, 

and any useful papers on Freethought that you can spare. 

Tos. C. JAOKSON. 


Ipavia, ILL., April 15, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: I cannot think of doing without Taz TRUTAR 
SEEKER. To me it is a continual light, sparkling with rich- 
ness in reality during the day, and a beautiful vision by 
night (Jacob's ladder). Keep it shining, for many poor, 
benighted travelers will be guided into the path that leads to 
Freethought truth. Asthe lamp was an improvement on 
the candle, as the electric light was an improvement in 
beauty and brilliancy on the gas light, so are the truth seek- 
ers in advance of those studying myths for miracles. We 
are in for an intellectual war. It cannot beavoided. The 
pen held in the hand of Tur Teura BzrkER, guided by 
Science, is moving on, casting light into unexplored regions. 
Reason has gone forth and is battling for supremacy. Can 
anyone doubt the result? Why, it is like the eagle and the 
owl—one loves light, the other darkness; one is brain and 
wings, the other loud noise and eyes. Surely Reason in her 
brilliancy will shine preéminently above all Gods, Christs, 
and Bible myths. And as the good child remembers and 
venerates the hand that guided it in infancy, so all the truth 
seekers will remember the G. O. Taura Sexes, for leading 
us from darkness into light. C. S. RANDOLPH. 


GREENSBURG, April 8, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Being a reader of Tag Teura BzEkzn, I de- 
sire to express my admiration for its enticing pages; es. 
pecially the first and last, as I am greatly in favor of the 
pictures, for this one particular object. In our town we are 
surrounded by Catholics and Protestants. The Catholics 
dare not, and the Protestants will not, read the Bible, until 
they see these pictures, and are so truthfully informed that 
such is found in their holy book, which they certainly deny 
—but soon, without a long search for it, they must be con- 
vinced of the fact. So this is one of the ways I can get their 
curiosity aroused enough to read their holy Bible. 

Words cannot express the praise Col. R. G. Ingersoll and 
John Peck really deserve, and to me their talks are first in 
the field. 

But our town has entirely too much superstition in it, 
with about twenty agents at its head, for it ever to be hon- 
ored with such able speakers, which most certainly would 
be a great benefit to all if they would only allow their think- 
ing faculties to comprehend honestly for them. But I want 
to see as many of your papers with the “pictures in them in 
our green town as possible, and I shall do all I can to hav 
the people read their own belief, for if a few more would 
read what they pretend to believe I know a great many ideas 
would be changed. ' H. H. Nur. 


.  Fonp pv Lao, Wis., April 8, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $14 "75, for which send THE 
Tuts SEEKER to names inclosed, and the ANNUAL and car- 
toon book and other books per list., I hav tried for some 
time, but this is all the subscribers I hav got, and all favor 
the pictures and will bolt if Heston gets converted. 

Our supreme court, on the application of some Catholics, 
has decided, in effect, that the Protestant Bible shall not be 
read in our public schools. The good to result may be 
small, except in places and abroad, bécause before it be- 
comes permanent and widespread they will see the Libera!s 
are quietly looking on and enjoying the Kilkenny fight, and 
that they are feeling as the old Quaker lady did who said 
when she saw her husband and the bear fighting, that her 
spirit only moved to see a good fight but she had no choice 
which whipped. : 

And now we hav another question. 'The Catholics and 
Lutherans are making a fuss about the Bennett law, so called, 
which requires all persons having under their control a 
child between the age of seven and fourteen years to cause 
such child to atterd annually some public or private day 
school, where shall be taught—the radical doctrin—reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and United States history, in the 
English language, for twelve consecutiv weeks, under pen- 
alty of & fine from $3 to $20. And the Democracy will 
accept their assistance, and hand-bill the scheme for a cam- 
paign, expecting nothing but their votes and the spoils. 
And the Republicans will fight on any question for the 
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spoils. So that another term of the Dark Ages must be 
endured. , 

On the pictures, after reading much of what you hav pub- 
lished on the subject, I will say I am glad the pictures must 
continue, and so satisfy reasonable people. Though they 
may freeze and scare a Christian at sight, that is what they 
are made for ; and no Liberal can expect & person fooled and 
made to believe any Christian creed when young, who has 
never outgrown it, will take the paper or do anything but 
burn or destroy it. Dr. W. C. Pnizsr. 


ARAGO, ORE., March 30, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror: I hav labored diligently to get you a few new 
subscribers, but hav failed. Our section of country has sus- 
tained considerable loss by-floods, and people are loth to 
part with money except for necessaries. There isa bright 
outlook for the future, however, and I may succeed better 
hereafter. I hav sustained considerable loss myself, so I am 
short of the filthy lucre. However, I send you the last five 
dollars I hav just now, trusting to providence to again fill up 
the purse (aud if it doesn't I know persistent effort will ), to 
show you my appreciation of Tug TRUTH SEEKER by paying 


two years in advance. 


I was interested in the cartoon controversy, and anxiously 
awaited the result. I intended ere this to register my vote 
in favor of retaining the cartoons. It seems the objection to 
‘hem is, they ridicule things sacred to the other fellow. 
Now, what more potent power is there than ridicule to Open 
the other fellow’s eyes? It is my experience that my TzuTR 
SEEKERS hav done better missionary work with the cartoons 
than before they appeared. There are whole sermons in 
some of the pictures on the first page, and sometimes two 
in one of those on the Jast page. If the caricatures were less 
groterque, would it make any difference? If they were dis- 
continued, would Taz Trura SEEKER be held in any higher 


estimation by the other fellow? I think not. 
Yours fraternally, J. Henry SoHEOEDER. 


Eaton Raptps, Miom., April 10, 1890. 


Mr. Eprrog: When I commenced reading the '' Letters 
from Friends” in Taz Trova Seerer of March 22d, my eye 
first fell on that of Lizzie Praise Hawkins, and I gave a 
hea;ty laugh at the reception she gave the Bible Agent; and 
my heart gave a throb of sympathy, and in imagination a 
hand.clasp to her, in her enthusiasm in her Arizona home. 
The next letter, that. of James Porgey, is only a repetition of 
the many s0.called Liberals who are afraid to come out and 
own that they are. We hav many here in our town who 
through fear of Mrs. Grundy and Christian patronage, keep 
dark publicly as to their belief, even going so far as to pat- 
ronize the church. I can hardly feel contempt enough for 
such a humbug. We are talking some of having, in a few 


weeks, a good speaker in our place for a lecture or two. 
Would it not be well to come from quite a distance to help 


enjoy it with us? "There are Liberals enough here to wel- 


come those that would like to come. Due notice will be 
given in THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

If the book containing pictures is ever printed, send one 
copy to my address. 

Now one thing more and I am done—and I think it will 
be the first suggestion of the kind ever given to the public, 
unless Liberal. Mo., might claim it. 
we not hav a Liberal school? Christians hav theirs; why 


can we not? My daughters hav attended school here for 
many years and they hav been compelled to hear morning 
prayers, religious hymns sung, and other such nonsense. 
This we hav been compelled to support, and our children to 


hear, and I fer one am not content to hav it so. Now, 
friends, what do you say about it? Can we hav a school 
Btarted ? Mes. R. E. ATwoop. 


Porter, ARK., March 80, 1890. 


Mz. Eprron: As it is more a duty than privilege for Free- 


thinkers to write to our famous periodical, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 


Ihav been impressed to write. I like to read the letters of our 
I was a faithful member of the 
Methodist church for over fifteen years. I really feel ashamed 


friends in that noble paper. 


to own it. Iread the Bible a great deal during that time. 
I noticed a great many passages which appeared strange to 


me, but never conversing with anyone or reading any book 


or paper on the opposit side, I was slow to investigate. But, 
nevertheless, I commenced. I advanced slowly in all ways, 
never biting off more than I could chew. But I steadily 
held my ground, with parson and all. 


sermons he says, in speaking of the Westminster creed, 
there is one belief sufficient for all, that is to believe Jesus 
Christ is the son of God. But to believe this is just as hard 
a job.as any of the rest, for the same evidence you hav to 


rely on for that teaches all the rest of the absurdities found 


in that book. By accident a copy of Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
was placed in my hands some time ago, and I never had any- 
thing stimulate me 80, and I hav subscribed for it and hav 
done my part to induce others to do so. I will giv you a 
few names of Liberals in this country, to whom it might be 
of advantage to send a sample copy of your paper and a 
little sheet of literature. : 

Bome Freothinkers hav to be instructed with some good 
reason before they can realize their duty to help on the good 
cause. 

The cartoons, I think, set off our paper nicely. 

The Christians in this country are softening down. The 
clergy do as much work as ever, but with less effect. Peo. 
ple are beginning to peep behind the curtains to see if any 
ghost is there; they do not see any, and they hav mostly 
quit tremblirg. There are a few yet who cannot be induced 
to accept their reason. They are as a negro was about an 
elephant. On seeing an elephant he said, '* Good Lo'd, what 
a mule! You don’t catch dis darkey foolin’ "bout dat mule, 


It is this: Why can 


“craft. 


Is it possible a God 
would hate little children before they are born, that he him- 
self made? If so, I hate him. I see in one of Talmage’s 


case he’s got a tail on bofe ends." 
to fool with the Bible, 

I will be glad to see that picture book, with explanations. 
I send you twenty-five cents for the TEUTH BzEkER ANNUAL. 
Iam too poor to help the cause as I would wish. 

Peace and prosperity to Taz Trurs SEEKER, and all good, 
honest Infidels. I had as soon be called by that name as 
any. J. R. PERRY. 


Some people are afraid 


Lanonz, Punsavs, Innra, March 6, 1890. 

la. Eprror: I beg to take this opportunity to inquire 
herein whether you could tell me of a gentleman amongst 
your Secular friends who could spare a little of his time and 
talents for the propagation of Freethought principles in this 
land, Punjaub, The advent of English education, with the 
diffusion of scientific ideas of the West, has prepared a large 
number of men here to accept Secular principles. The peo- 
ple in this part of the country hav long been accustomed to 
come in contact with foreign views on matters social and 
religious, and are consequently more susceptible to common- 
sense principles than their brethren in the East and South. 
The field for sowing -Freethought here is large and fertil. 
Only a steady, practiced sower is wanting, and if some one 
able to propagate what he knows and believes to be true 
could be induced to try his talents for the amelioration of 
his fallen brethren in this priest-ridden country, I doubt not 
that he would not hav long to wait for a plentiful harvest as 
the result of his labors. All that is wanted is to express in 
reasonable, logical language, by tracts, pamphlets, and 
reviews, the superstitious notions that hav got hold of the 
people, through priestly education, about speculativ subjects. 
What I mean is that if some Secular gentleman willing to en- 
lighten his fellow-beings in this benighted land would under- 
take to show the untenability of the dogmas and doctrins 


that are being preached and taught here by advocates of 


theology—if he would please to write’ out critical reviews of 
the publications issued by these advocates in support of 
their theses, I hav every hope that the educated community 
here, who are mostly open to conviction, would not take 
long to be converted to Secularism. I can send the theolog- 


ical publications mentioned here on demand. If I can hear 
from any gentleman who would be willing to help us, I will 


communicate with him. GOVERDHAN Dass. 


CENTERVILLE, Uras, March 17, 1890. 


Mr. Eprrog: Please send two ANNUALS. Well, it seems 
most of your readers are giving their opinions in regard to 
the pictures, so I suppose I must giv mine, which is, let the 
pictures continue, for there is broad meaning in each one. 
But it seems there are a few that are against them. Well, 
now let me ask all the readers of Tae TRUTH Srexer this 
question, Do we not get the full worth of our money inde- 
pendent of the cartoons? Mr. Heston nor no other person 
can make that infernal old Jew book appear too ridiculous. 
Iam one with John Peck. Iam on the warpath against all 


cursed, illogical, twaddling humbug from this time forth. 


I want to say a little about what you say about this infer- 
nal Mormon, treasonable humbug in Taz TROTE SEEKER of 
Feb. 22, 1890, entitled, ** Some Persecution by the Domi- 
nant Sect.” It seems you are mistaken with regard to Mor- 
mon rascality. The American government has disfranchised 
the whole beastly, adulterous outfit. The government is 
right in doing so. This Mormon hierarchy is an alien gov- 
ernment to this nation. No person can bea good Mormon 
and at the same time be a loyal citizen of this great nation. 
Of course that infernal old Jew book backs up all the raacal- 
ity and dishonest tricks of these saintly thugs, including 
murder. Yes, this mountain Mormonism is an organized 
But there is a change com- 


system of crime and rascality. 
ing over its dreams since the 10th of February. 


I hav no fault to find with Taz Truru SEEKER, but will 
say to some of your readers, do not find fault or throw out 
any insinuations on Mr. Parton, or any that hav written 
Iexpect Mr. Parton, with others, pay 
for their paper as well as the rest of us, and are as desirous 
for the final overthrow of all Bibles and humbugging priest- 
And remember we are not all constituted alike, ao as 
to those that do not like the pictures, let them hav the privi- 


against the cartoans. 


lege to say so in their own way. Witam WILIAMS. 


Smxarg Housz, Pa., April 15, 1890. 


Mz. EprrOoR : I hav had it in contemplation for a long time 
to subscribe for your paper» I hav read it more or less for a 
The numbers that I hav read were 
I hav taken a 
great comfort in reading Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and think it is 
When I read 
in history of the doings of that devil of devils, the Catholic 
church—the burning at the stake and robbing of people for 
opinion’s sake, the tyrannical and unjust laws that they get 


number of years past. 
some that I borrowed from the neighbors. 


not only a truth seeker but also a truth teller. 


passed in their favor by which they are freed from taxation 
or from bearing any of the burdens of the state—my blood 


fairly boils with hatred and indignation toward the whole 
And the Protestants are not much 
better. They hav lived up to the divine command, ‘' Thou 
‘shalt not suffer a witch to liv," and thereby thousands of 


system of Christianity. 


poor, innocent people hav been hanged or put to death in 
some way—people who were most of them better folks in 
every way than the bigots who murdered them. And when 


-I read in the old book about the doings of the God that they 


want us to worship—where he commanded the Israelites to 
dash the little children to pieces and to rip up the women 
except those who had not known a man, and to take such as 
had not known a man and keep them to gratify their lusts! 
Call such a God a God of mercy forsooth! The meanest 
devil that we ever heard of never was accused of such cruel- 
ties. In the language of Robert Ingersoll, ‘Great God, 
what a God!" I would sooner fall down and worship the 
most hideous Chinese idol than such a God, for an idol, if it 
did no good, would do no harm. 


fruit thereof. 
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A couple of sky-pointers are holding a protracted meeting 


in this place. They are both big, strapping fellows and able, 
if they would, to work in the woods or on a farm. But you 
wiil not catch them doing that. It would soil their pretty 
white hands. They are both great pets with the ladies. I 
consider all such men to be nothing more than genteel pau- 
pers. And all that such men get from me they can stick in 
their eye and it will not hurt them. If I hav anything to giv 
away I will giv it to some poor family who are not able to 
work. 


Lewis Stevens. 


New York, Jan. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Al good Christians profess to believe the 


whole Bible from beginning to end. Now, as the Bible c n- 
tains s0 many contradictions, it is easy for any Freethinkera 
in a controversy to silence them. One will always find that 
the more ignorant one is, the more sure he is that he knows 
the will of God. The blind belief and ignorance of the masa 
is astonishing, and is the direct cause of the amazing arro- 
gance of the clergy, who put themeelvs up as vicars of Christ 
and God, to promulgate his will, and what they say and 
teach people must not doubt nor inquire into, but take as 
given from God. And the people obey their behest. Yet 


this is called the nineteenth century, so much praised for 
progress and inventions. With Puck, I exclaim, “ What 
fools these mortals be!” To all that is true, good, and sen- 
sible in the Bible I agree, but the rest I reject. The Christian 
accepts much more—but, to be sure, only what suits him, 
too, and that part to which he cannot agree he tries to twist 
out of all sense, to coincide. Now, where is the line to be 
drawn? I believe less; the Christian much more, but still 
not all. The Christian believes in a future heaven and hell. 
I believe I will return to the existence I was in before born, 
and that time suited me well enough then and will hereafter. 
To refute a Christian’s hereafter and show his ignorance of 
it I cite him his own Bible: “ For that befalleth the sons of 
men which befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them. 
As the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they hav all one 
breath, so that a man hath no preéminence-above a beast, 
for all is vanity. Al go unto one place ; all are of the dust, 
and all turn to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man 
that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth 
downward to the earth ?” (Eccl. iii, 19-21). Who knoweth? 
I ask again. Belief proves nothing. Belief commences 
where knowledge ends. ‘‘ Wherefore I perceive that there 
is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his own 
works; for that is his portion. For who sha!] bring him to 
see what shall be after him?” (Eccl. iii, 22). True, true. 
But to get a minister into a discussion is almost impossible. 
:He has always an engagement, and is in haste to go. The 
ministers fee] their littleness, their false position, in presence 
of an independent man. But when in their pulpits, these 
cowards’ Castles, their arrogance has free run and swing, 
and no limit. The clergy put themselvs up as mankind’s 
keepers, as leaders and teachers of morals to be found only 
in the Bible, what they please to call God’s word, when 
any intelligent man knows that ministers are the most im. 
moral beings, ag a class. FREDERICK Korzty. 


Byron, Mins., April 12, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: While I hav not sent you any new subscrib- 
ers I hav at the same time influenced some to send in sub- 
scriptions to you, and am pleased to say they are profes. 
sional men and good citizens, men who dare think for them- 
selvs, men who believe that the highest attainment is to help 
one's fellow-man. I think it almost wasting time to ask any 
other kind of men to subscribe for your paper, as there is 
nothing in your columns that will please any other class. I 
wish I could spend the time and money to help more than I 
do to emancipate our poor superstitious church slaves, to 
the end that I could make them feel that they are individ- 
uals; men, not mice; independent by themselvs, not slaves 
to any dogmas or isms; standing erect upon their individ- 
uality, not leaning against any steepled poorhouse. 

I noticed in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL the article, “ In 
Searc. of a Spirit,” and several comments in several Liberal 
papers concerning it and on slate-writing. Now, Mr. Ed- 
itor, while I do not know what there is to this slate-writing 
business, nor do I choose to get into a controversy with any- 
one, yet I feel it the duty of all true Liberals to giv to the 
readers of all Liberal journals their honest thoughts in re- 
gard to this great question of the spirit-world, and with your 
kind permission I will as best I can tell you of what I know 
of slate-writing. Some two or tbree years ago I was han- 
dling farm produce in a warehouse with a small hall over it. 
There was during this time a sleight-of-hand performer giving 
entertainments in this hall, and one evening as I was look- 
ing up the hall in conversation with the performer I said I 
would like to know how that slate-writing was done, as I 
had met people doing slate-writing who claimed that the 
spirits of the dead wrote on the slates and who told me they 
could get communications from my friends that were dead, 
but of course they wanted a fee to let my dead brother, or 
sister, as the case might be, write to me; and I told him 
that if I had any dead friend who wanted me to pay some 
one to let them write on & slate I did not care to go to that 
trouble. The sleight-of-hand performer told me if he had 
the time he would tell me how it was done so that I could 
in a short time do the trick myself, and when I asked if it 
was the spirits did the writing he laughed and said, ‘‘ The 
spirits, the devil!" Again he said, “Do you think it was 
the spirits that turned that clear water into wine in the 
hands of a man in the audience?" I hav questioned the 
spirit slate. writing ever since, still I do not know what there 
is to it. 

I will ask you to send a copy Of your valuable paper to 
names and addresses inclosed, trusting they may enjoy the 
WALTER A, JOHNBON. 


263 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 26, 1880. 


Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight; 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
‘Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Wonldn't You Like to Be Happy ? 


He that believeth shall be saved, and he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.—£ ible- 
Bay, wouldu't you like to be happy? 
Then believe in heaven and hell, 
And 80 if you d like to be happy, 
Believe iu the Bible as well. 


Say, wouldn't you like to be happy ? 
"Then believe the earth to be flat, 

For cou!dn't you be just as happy 
To believe in this and in that? 


Say, wouldn’t you like to be happy, 
By taking the story of Eve? 

Then don't be cranky, but happy— 
"Tis easy enough to believe. 


Bay, wouldn't you like to be happy ? 
Then believe the moon to be cheese. 
You might just as well be happy, 
I know you can gulp this with ease. 


Say, wouldn't you like to be happy ? 
Then believe in old Noah's flood, 
For you might just as well be bappy, 
For the thing is as clear as mud. 


Bay, wouldn't you like to be happy ? 
Then absorb the pillar of salt ; 


‘| life, liberty, and happiness forever. 


while his feet are bathed in the Southern 
gulf. From Maine to California his shoulders 
are from ocean to ocean. His name is Uncle 
Sam. And I am proud of my blood—more 
royal than the blood of kings. I am one of 
Uncle Sam's sons. Al! of his children are 
free. Free to go and come. Free to enjoy 
Free to 
sit under their own vine and fig-tree. Why, 
everybody wants to get on the good side of 
him. The pope of Rome, the vicar of Christ, 
the holy see, is trying to court him. She 
wants his help. Now, that is funny, is it not? 
Fer, you must remember, Uncle Sam is a 
Freethinker. Yes, sir, from boyhood he 
was a Freethinker. Let me tell you, Uncle 
Sam is a little like the prodigal son; he, too, 
left his father's house when a boy, but he 
never would hav eaten shucks while there 
was a pig left——you can bet your life. 

Now, Uncle Sam's old mother was ortho- 
dox. She said she ruled her house by divine 
right. She said he must be subject to the 
powers that be, fcr the powers that be are 
ordained of God. Now, you ought to hav 
seen Uncle Sam pull down one corner of his 
eye this way (he pulls down one corner of his 
eye), sort of bad boy like. For he knew this 
ordained business was all a hoax. He said, 
“I will build mea house different from yours. 
I will be guided by reason, not by customs. 
In the government of my house, authority 
comes from the family, not from the clouds." 
This was his arsenal. ‘‘ Governments derive 


al. She is the sum and substance of all that 


is known. Mary W. Foster (aged 18). 
: ———— $9 9,9——————— 
Nobless» Oblige. 

An accurate remembrance of names and 
faces has been called a gift of princes; another 
gift, showing the nobility of both heart and 
breeding, is that of punctilious courtesy 
toward the humble ag well as toward the 
great. 

** Why should you thank a servant?” asked 
a father, who was fond of the Socratic method 


: 3 H 
of teaching, and loved to question his little | lettera from this place, I thought I would try 


gon, until the lad reached wise conclusions 


We know not what we can accomplish un- 
til we givit a fair trial, and the young readers, 
especially, should remember this. 

You were judicious in dividing the prize 
between us. 

Iam very thankful for the prize, and also 
the kind feelings which promp'ed the donor 
to make the offer in order to encourage the 
young readers of the Corner. 

I will close with my best wishes for the 
welfare of the Coruer. I am your true 
Liberal friend, Leonora BTOOKINGER. 
Oxtanoma Ciry, Inv. Terr., April 2. 1800. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: As I hav not seen any 


to write one. I like the Corner very much, 


by his own wit. '*They are paid for what) also the pictures. We liv on the side of -the 
they do. Do you owe them anything but} North Canadian river, which is a very pretty 


money ?” 

“Iowe them morey,” said the lad, some- 
what perplexed in expressing what he really 
felt, “and I thank them because—because I 
owe it to myself to be polite." 

He had learned the meaning of the old, 
grand motto, Noblesse obige. 

eooo 
Her Preference. 


t 


stream. We came here from Texas, and like 
this place much the best, although we hav 
not as many Liberal friends here as there. 
l do rot go to school. I hav two brothers 
and three sisters; the baby sister is named 
Susan H. and we call her Wixon. 

I would like to tell the readers of the Cor. 
ner about my mother's first acquaintance with 
Tas TRUTH SERRER. As she was a member 
of the Presbyterian church, I think it real 
funny. If you can spare room in the Corner 


The fondness of Phillips Brooks, of Boston, | 1 will write it in my next letter. Pa takes 


the distinguished rector of Trinity church, 
for little children is well known. Not very 


; : Tex. 
long ago Dr. Brooks was calling on a friend this is taking too much room. I will 


THe TavrH Sxexer, and the Independent 
Pulpit, published by J. D. Shaw, of Waco, 
Mr. Shaw is a favorit with us. Well, 
close. 


in Cambridge, who is the happy mother of Wishing tbe Corner go d success, I remain, 


three children—two boys and a little girl. 
Dr. Brooks soon had all three of the little 
folk about him and was questioning them in 
regard to their views of an occupation when 


Your Liberal friend, Anny THOMPSON. 


ALTOONA, Pa., March 24, 1890. 
Eprrog Oni.pgREN's Corner: Many moons 


their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” This was his monster gun—his 


If you ever wish to be happy, 
Believe all and ne’er oall a balt. 


i hav waxed and waned since I had the pleas- 
they should be ** grown up." One boy would ure of introducing myself in the garb of a 
be an architect, he sgid, and plan Queen Anne ` puzzle writer for your department. It is only 


Say, wouldn’t you like to be happy, 
If you could be as weil a& not? 

Way, tben neyer think, but be happy 
By believing the tale of Lot. 


Say, wouldn’t you like to be happy? 
'i hen hope in Jesus the man-god. 
Believe, yes, believe and be happy, 
Though it press your throat like a wad. 


Slay, wouldn't you like to be happy? 
Believe in Jesus the God- mau, 

"Tis belief that makea a man happy, 
This thing is a mighty good plan. 


Say, wouldn't you like to be happy? 
Believe two and two make seven, 

And so, if you'd be very happy, 
Believe all things under heaven. 


(Presto, change !) 
Fools! No one ver all the broad land 
Oan believe all things at command. 
Would you shut up man’s eyes, 
Bid him look to the skies, 
And believe what he can’t understand ? 


Would you hav us with bandaged eyes, 
Go it blind when wolves in disguise, 
With fangs dipped in gore, 
And whose ory is for more, 
Only wait to web you with lies. 


Would you bay us turn fools and believe 
Tales of Adam and Eve, 

When fair Reason should teach 

Every man within reach, 
Such stories were made to deceive? 


Then why, reckless man, tell me why 
You should cherish a lie? 
Come, now, up and be men, 
Trust to reason, and then 
You'll be quick such stuff to deny. 
Harwich, Mass., March 10, 290. B. F. RB. pains. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
Now, Susan dear, isn't it queer 
That I should take pains to write this ere, 
And spend my time in making rhyme, 
That other folks may laugh and sneer? 


So now I'll stop, my pen I']] drop, 
And for a pen & book I ll swap; 
And when I've read, then I1] to bed, 
And rest my tired and sleepy head. ` 
. Same ONE. 
2 
The Baby’s Writing. 
The baby’s writing—oh, who shall say 
Those pencil marks in their tangled skein 
Which the baby made in his aimless play 
Were not put there for some human gain? 


The baby's writing—a funny scrawl, 
"Tis just a pürposeless mazo of linea, 
Yet out of the maze, sweet voices call 
And the steady light of a pure love shines. 
The baby's writing—it calla to mind 
3 he child that is or tke child that war, 
Now gone the way of all humankind, f 
Or grown in accordance with nature's laws. 
A smile half blooms op the mother’s face 
And a lump creeps into the tender throat, 
As she finds in those lines all void of grace 
Some memory of what her baby wrote. 
The baby’s writing—how like is this 
To the mark of the aged, dying man! 
Yet between them lie all grief and bliss 
That ave crowded into a life's brief span, 
—Columtus Lispatch. 


——————9—9—9—— —— ——- 
J. T. Foster’s Second Speech. 


I suppose the other side would liketo claim 
the Himalayas and the Andes. It does beat 
all. Now, ladies and boys, the greatest things 


'| him? 


iron-clad ship—his man of war, that will 
clear every sea of all the pirates of the world. 
She called him a heretic. He called her a 
tyrant—seid he had more right to the title, 
** Defender of the Faith,” than George III. 
George III. was his step-papa. And herethe 
racket began. He upset her tea, and then 
she tried to whip him, and could not do it; 
&nd so he left bis father's house, and ever 
since that time, his mother has been trying to 
fix her house like his. And Uncle Sam gave 
all his children a bill of rights—a kind of a 
Magna Charta, a guarantee of liberty. Oh, 
I tell you he is head and shoulders above all 
the men of his time. Are you not fond of 
Sons and daughters of this grand 
country, are you not proud of your blood? 
Are you not proud of such a brave man? 
Why, away back. when young, he said to 
Miss France, ‘‘ Millions for defense, but not 
one cent for tribute.” 

(A voice: '' Uncle Sam is a myth !”) 

I don’t care if he isamyth. This great 
country he represents is no myth. This 
country of a hundred years is no myth. This 
nation of fifty millions of people is no myth. 
The doctrin of religious liberty is no myth. 
A country of the grandest rivers, happiest 
homes, and the brainiest people is no myth. 
A country looking to the energies of her peo- 
ple for success is no myth. A country with 
the sacred word liberty written on the fore- 
heads of forty millions of her people is no 
myth. Boys, in the name of this great coun. 
try—in the name of her noble institutions—in 
the name of her free secular schools—in the 
name of her heroes and heroins, living and 
dead, let us stand by the heritage our fathers 
left us. I tel you there is the grandest. 
future before the sons and daughters of this 
country of any beneath the sun. 

J. T. FOSTER. 


MARY'8 SEOOND REPLY. . . 
To be truly great, to be. msgnificently 
grand, one must do good for the happiness it 
brings. 
Her motto will be like this: ‘‘ The world 
is my country, to do good my religion.” — 
She must be impartial She must rise 
above state, rise above religion (as it is com- 
monly understood), above worship, for all 
these belong to all peoples in all the ages 
gone, from barbarism up to civilization. 
Civilization, the grandest word in all the lan- 
guage of the world ; civilization, daughter of. 
all the progress we hav made; the culmina- 
tion of all the hopes of all the heroic dead. 
But she that has produced all these, is 
greater than they. Nature, that dear old 
mother, has fed and clothed you and given 
rest to the weary. She has given you every 
drop of your blood; every fiber of your 
body, and every thought of your fertil brain. 
She has furnished the field for mighty battles ; 
the sublime mountains; the great and roaring 
rivers; the golden harvest, and the happy 
homes. She has cradled everything from 


in this world bear gentlemen’s names. I hav | protoplasm up to the grandest woman of this 


an uncle—the greatest man in this world. 


generation. Her resources are without limits, 


He has more brains than anyone I hav ever | without bounds, and without end. Nations 


seen. He belongs to the best families in this 
word. His right arm is in Alaskan waters, 


and their religions die, and new ones are con- 
stantly being born. But nature will survive 


houses; the other thought he would be a} 
poet, like his late distinguished grandfather. | 
** And what would you wish to be, my dear ?” | 
said the clergyman to the little four-year-old 
daughter of the house. “I think, sir,” she | 
replied modestly, as she caressed her doll,! 


“ that I should like to be a mother.” 
eo 


Correspondence, 


CoariNG, ALa., March 23, 1890. 
Miss S. H. Wixon: Check received with: 
thanks. I accept your advice. 
Yours truly, J. Harorp Warp. 


WonoOrsTER, Mass., March 25, 1890. 

Dear Miss WixoN: I received your letter 
and check for $8 to-day. Iam glad that you 
divided the prize, so that all may hav what 
they dezerve. I cared more for the winning 
of the prize than for the money. My share} 
goes toward buying mea set of encyelopedias. 
Thanks for your encouraging wor 
Respectfully yours, . W. CLARK. 


. Liason, Ia., March 13, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you, as I see so many girls aud boys 
writing to the Corner. I hav five brothers 
and one sister. My younger brother, who is 
eight years old, has been sick for nearly eight 
weeks. Iam twelve years old; mv birthday 
is in December. I like to read the letters of 
the girls and boys that write to the Corner. 
I wish some girls would write to me; I 
would be very glad to answer them. There 
are no Liberals around here. "We hav taken 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER for as long as I can re- 
member. Iwill close. Wishing success to 

the Corner, I remain, MAGGIE SAILOR. 


: GLENDATE, CAL., March 27, 1890. 
Deak Miss Wrzos: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. I like to read the letters in 
the Corner. I go to school, but we are having 
vacation this week. We are going to cele- 
brate Arbor day.. We hav about sixty schol- 
ars. My teacher's name is Mies Clark. Iam 
eleven years old, and will be twelve the 13th 
of August. I hav two brothers and two 
sisters. We hav beautiful wild flowers here. 
We hav a span of mules and a span of 
horses. We ha? some litule chickens; they 
just hatched this morning. There are not 
many Freethinkers where I liv. I will close, 
hoping to see this. letter in print. Good-bye, 
rom your Freethinker friend, 
WANDA A. PEET. 
Finpiry, Miou., March 14, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: As I jike to write let- 
ters, I thought I would write to" you. Iam 
seven yesrsold. I hava little baby sis:er, 
almost three months old. She laughs and tries 
to eat up her fists. I goto school and read 
inthe Second Reader. I bring my book home 
every night, so if I do not go to school I can 
learn my lesson at home. I like to go to 
school very much, and I think a great deal of 
my teacherand playmates. My dear grandpa 
and grandma liv just one mile from here; I 
stayed all night with them Friday night. I 
had rather go there than any other place I 
know of. I guess I hav written enough for 
my first letter, so will close. Ihope I can do 
better when ÍI get older. 
From your friend, FERN Taursron. 
. VERSAILLES, IND., March 21, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I received the check 
for the three dollars that you awarded me 
for the essay. 
--I had not the least idea of receiving a prize 
forit. I wrote it more for the benefit it would 
afford both to the children of the Corner 
and to myself. 


occasionally that I hav seen our good old 
TauTH SEEKER, but Mr. Moore bas been jog- 
ging my memory 80 frequently that once 
more I hav awakened from my lethargy. aud 
after a week’s laugh at the parrot and the 
monkey I feel like giving you all a word of 
good cheer in the good work you are all 
doing. Where are all our puzzle writers—J. 
K. P. Baker, Isaac A. Pool, William Scott, 
and others? Are they dead or too busy to 
let themselvs be heard? I beg pardon, but I 
do envy your invitation to spend the summer 
at Mono lake. I just wish ji could get such 
au invitation to roam among the Sierras, as I 
am & mountain climber No. 1. With best 
wishes for your success as a school director, 
WiLLv Wisp. 

[Glad to hear from you, Willy. We 
thought you had forgotten us. We believe 
our puzzlers are all alive, but bow can you 
expect brains to spin out puzzles forever? 
They need a rest sometimes. Besides, some 
of us nearly went crazy finding the solution 
of such intricate puzzles ef puzzledom. We 
wanted to rest too. ‘Thanks for kind wishes. 
—Ep C.C.) 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Obristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL RAMBAY WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


tile Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
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SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE: 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
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For Aprilis & valuable number. Tbhecontonis ato 
ar follows : 
Picture of Girard College.—Too much Olericalism. 
By B. F. Underwood.— Warriors and Scientists. 
By Nellie Booth Simmonr.—Uureported Scenes: 
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Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German, Oloth, 12mo, 75pp,; 
56 ots, 

The truth-teller i8 ill-mannered; therefore im- 
moral,—Extract, 
Address Tox Teura BzrEkER Oo. 
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A EN ARTICLE BY INGERSOLL 


. This week's TWENTIETH OENTURY will con- 
tain Colonel Ingersoll» latest contribution to the 
literature of Freethought, entitled, 


CRUMBLINCG CREEDS. 


Beginning with this number and continuing four 
successive weeks, the TWENTIETH CENIURY 
will publish an 


ECONOMIC SYMPOSIUM; 
Among the leading articles being : - 


* Why I Am a Protectionist,” 
By Van Burren DrmsLow, 


* Why I Am a Free Trader,” 
By Pror. Ww. Q. Sumnezr, or Yare. 


“Why I Am a Single Taxcr,” 
By Ww. Lror» Garrison. 


* Why I Am a Socialist," 
By LaunxwcE GRÖNLUND. 


“Why I Am a Nationalist,” 
By Burnerre Q. HASKELL. 


“Why I Am an Individuali:t," 
By Franz Q. STuaRT. 


“Why I Am an Anarchist,” 
By Bxx;. R. Tucker, 


Send 10 cents in postage Stamps for the next four 
i numbers. 


A WEEKLY RADICAL MAGAZINE. 
39 & year; $1 a half yerr: 6) conta a quarter year; 
5 cents a single copy. 
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New Model Hall Typewriter 
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The Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 


Cheap, Portable, No Iok Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 


rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
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Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
Grorex Jacon HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc* a dollar. 
Addreas THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s oreation 
and ourse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 


negativ and, affirmativ standpoint, showing 
what it ig mot and what itis. Price,5 centa. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. - 
By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Adaress THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
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FREETHOUGH 
. Is IT 
DESTRUCTIVE.OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 
COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R. B. WESTBROOK, . CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 
E. B. FOOTE. JR., SALADIN(W Stewart Ross),,L. K. WASHBURN, 


H. O. PENTECOST, 
E. C. WALKER, 

LUCY N. COLMAN, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, 
CHARLES WATTS, 


SUSAN H. W)XON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


é ; Susszots oF PAPERS: : 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Af not, the reason why? 
Jf there be, in what, in your opinion, 


does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, S roadway, N. Y» 


GENTS WANTED zc rs 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


TYRY-SQUARE: 


The Charch oi Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the Pastor, having establishéd 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi 
sient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
nold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to hia mind. 

For gale at this office. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
tree to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason. 
and to i? noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really 7 praotiosble and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narretiv is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


pe For the benefit of our read- 
! ; ers who preserve their Ork 
[ t we offer a new style of binder. 

imade for the Parposes an 
with the heading of THE 
* TRUTH SEEKER printed in 
3 ios letters on the outside. 
‘his binder allows the open- 
It also all 


8v0, 


Address 


Price, $1.00. 


ing of the papers perfectly flat. 


lows the 
replacing of one or more papere 


taking out and i 
e file without disturbing the 


from any part of 


other parts. | : 
Bent by mail petpaid for *1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafavette Pl.. New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


ORs 


A Key to Bible Igvestigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefally revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As & pamphlet to loan to Obristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 35 cents. 


Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 888pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not fo far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 13mo, 245pp. $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised aad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
: Introducticn by — 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK 
28 Lafayette Place, Nes Pork, 


p Photo-engravings of Miss Gardene for sale 
at this office. Prices 400.3 with autograph 8 
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Odds and Ends. 


Sunpay-soHooL teacher (also cashier in a 
bank): “Can you tell me, Johony, what a 
miracle is?” Johnny: ‘‘ Yes, teacher. Pa 
says if you don’t skip to Canada before long 
it will be a miracle, sure.” 


Goop minister: “I wish you would call 
the attention of the chief of police to that 
terrible riot which was going on during the 
entire service this morning, and demand that 
the streets be better patroled.” Sexton: 
* Please, sir, there was no riot outside this 
morning. That was a little misunderstanding 
in the choir.”— The Jury. 


Tre New Orleans Picayune declares that 
the Bostonian is a philosopher from the 
cradle. A night or two ago a Beacon street 
matron had occasion to reprove her little boy, 
aged six and a half years, for some unusually 
mischievous nonsense. “I am afraid,” she 
said, ‘that you will not go to heaven.” 
“I’m sorry," said the criminal, “but I've 
been to the circus and a party this week, 
don't you know, and of course one can't take 
in everything." 


Basy spirit (up in heaven): “8o I must 
£O down to earth and get born, must I? 
What am I to be, à man or a woman?” 
Guardian angel: ‘‘Let me see. You hav 
many talents, hav you not?” '* Yes, indeed, 
ever so many. I can keep track of forty 
things at once, hav my thoughts on one thing 
and doa dozen other things correctly, sleep 
with one eye open, and on waking up at any 
time hav full possession of all my faculties iv 
an instant.” ‘*’Tis well. You shall be a 
woman.”—NVew- York Weekly. 


Men were buried and babies were born, 
Ships sailed around Good Hope and the 


orn 
Youths turned into oldsters gray, 
But Big Bore Biair still talked away. 


Day after day a steady rain 

Of dullness from a cloudy brain ; 
Day after day a fog most thick 
With words confused and lunatic. 


The weary galleries slept and snored, 
Ingalls looked acid, bilious, bored ; 

And visitors, with bated breath, 

Asked, ‘ Will Biair talk himself to death?” 


Alas, there is no hope he will! 
Others, but not himself, he'll kill. 
All Christendom's junk shops he'll fill 
With speeches on his blasted bill. 
— New York Sun. 


* Hav you seen the devil?" I asked of an 
old negro preacher who was regarded by 
everyone with extreme veneration. ''Cose I 
has. Whut you come foolin’ wid me dat way 
fur? Howlgwine ter know 80 much erbout 
him ef I ain't dun seed him?” ‘What does 
he look like?” *'Iain't got time ter tell you 
whut he do look like, sah. Da’s so much 
erbout him ter tell dat I wouldn’t like ter 
undertake de job. Monst’us, sah; oh, he 
was monst’us.” ‘‘ Now, look here, old man, 
you are too intelligent to believe in such non- 
sense. You know that no devil bas been 
seen; you know that you started the report 
yourself.” ‘‘ Look yere, sah,” he exclaimed, 
turning wrathfully upon me, ‘whut you 
mean by comin’ down yere a 'foolin' an’ a 
meddlin’ wid our ’ligious affairs? Ain't you 
got no bizness ter tend ter at home? Doan 
you know dat yon got ter keep de devil con- 
stantly befo’ dese niggers or da ain't gwine 
dono good? Whar I preached last year I got 
up an’ tole 'em dat I didn’ bl'eve dat dar wuz 
any devil an’ whut did da do? Da cut down 
my salary an’ den didn’t gib me but balf o' 
de cut down. An’ stead o’ takin’ off dar 
hats when da met me in de road like da uster 
do, da'd laugh at me an’ call me old knock. 
kneed Ben. So when I come ober yere I 
"lowed ter myse’f. I did, dat I wuz gwine ter 
use diffunt tactics, an’ I has. W’y, sah, ef 
you take de devil outen religion, de nigger 
preacher would starve ter death, so go on 
away, now, an’ quit foolin’ wid er bigness dat 
you ain't got no intrust in."—JNew York 
Mercury. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROET. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED. BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICK, TEN CENTS. 
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Every Liberai Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnrHuR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolntion; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evointion; Onan- 
ter III. Bible Myths and Evolution: Chanter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution: Ohapter V. B:ble 
Morality and Evolution; Caapter VI, Bibie Mir- 
acles and Evoitiou: Onapter VII, Miracles Iu- 
credible; Ohapter VIII. Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bibie Art aod Evolution: Chap- 
ter X. Bible God aud Evolution ; Chapter X1. Soul 
and -Future aud Evolntion ; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereatter; Chapter XIII, Conolnaion. 
Handsomely bound 1n cloth. Price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
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16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
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26 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: lts Nature, and Influence 
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28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. s 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake................ 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Man à Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh... 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Chartes Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
4" Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
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1 Original Manna for * God's chosen.”....0. 5 
3 New Life of David. has. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers, ............ 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
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1 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
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8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
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9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 5 
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12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 


15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 


16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? (©. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas, Bradlaugh. 6 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Brad augh... 5 
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MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS, 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Joun Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
_ Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. | [Spir.] 

Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham. 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was' begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SaLE'S edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essaysand Treatises. Autobiography and Dia 
` logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davin HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 
By Heyry G. ArKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - . $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text- Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rog'T COOPER. Price, $1.. 


Origin and Development of Relig- 
fous Edeas and Beliefs. 
; ‘By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEW s, 
From à Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By Baron D'HOLBACH. 
Price, . . - E 


$1. 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Moriality of the Soul and the Im. 
mortality of Ets Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 


Price, 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. OWEN. 
Price, - - . > 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benwerr. 
Price. - - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Charch Doctrines. 
By W. S. Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


Bx HunLBUT and Warxvan. 
Price. 10 cents. 


= - - - 


35 cents. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
ang y onélanghts on Onristianity. ^. 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
oF THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
35 Lafayette PI, NewYork. 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. Westsroox, D.D., LL.D, 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By Joun STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 


cussion. 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 
Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 


Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, Now York. 
Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not iheluded 
in the New Testament. 


Price, E . E - $l. 


` ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. RorT Tay or. 
$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Ciaims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, - - 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By Prof, LIEBRECHT ULICH, of Germany. 
| Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 


to an Objector. 
By GEorGE W. Brown, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. . 


j Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


* Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. Touran. 
Price, - E . - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 


By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 


Revelation. 
By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - " : - -] $2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators, 
By Rev. J. G. Frsn, 
Price, a s è 


$1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Swriking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, . - z 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin.and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


8vo, 600pp., price, $2.50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By KEeRSEY GRAVES. 


Price, 35 cents. 
— MM M———MMÀ— 
For ail of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEE CO. 


KER CO., 
48 Lafayette Pi., NewYork, 


35 cents, 


— Ee ee a Se a ———— À — À— sg 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Eaizmas of 
. Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churehmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By WiNWwooD READE. 
Sixth edition, b44pp.,  - - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Fiorence. 
Price, $1.50. 


Price, $2. 


$1.5. 


A19pp., $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and “ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mme. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS, 
446pp. - . - - 


Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evang-licalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By MosES HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortalit7 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymus, aud Reeitations. 


nizing Societies; for Marriages, Faner. 
aming of Infaute, Obituaries, Epi- 
phs, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
Spiritualistic Hymne 
Nosial and Various 
Public Oscasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


For Or, 
als, 
ta 


for 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
fy W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN. 
8và; paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Benzett Monumant, 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, - - - 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality 
By Jos. E. Peck. * 

Priee, . . - - 


40 cenis. 


25 cents. 


f the ab books address 
Por all of the tere OTH BERKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl.» NewXork. 


MATERIALISM AUD CRIME, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 85 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY or Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. ; 
Paper, 15 cenis. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Cloth, ; E 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, aud sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. GUILD.» 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis ard Exodus. 
By Yan Burex DzNSLOW, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hurr. 
` Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tse PRESENT AND FurURE REPUBLIO oF 
NORTH AMERICA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vontive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 493pp., 50 cta.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witeheraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. - 
TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 


ley. 10centa. 


POYERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort. and Independ. 
. ence. 
By M. G. H. 


Price, 


Religion of Inhumanity. 


With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIC HARBISON. 
Price, 15 cents. ' 


RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonatituted, 
By George T. Bondies. > 
With 
Exceptions to the Charact: r of 
Christ us à Gent.«maa. 
By W. T. Purviance. 
25 centa. 


Se CO a ecce em eer Ts 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Bix Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. : 
ashington an Unbelievcr. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 conta; bound, pap. 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Si, Matthew Before the Cour 


For THE Crime or FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIST. 
Price, 10 cente, 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 


Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan 
Jasus Onrist, Virgin atan, Holy Muni 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. ** Gods and Religions.") 
833pp., PAP., 60 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


10 cents. 


CIERRE 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in EE cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,078 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
a leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; ip 


leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges 
$8.00. , » 8 ges, 


From Behind the Bars. 


letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers' Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. . The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing ‘that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined -historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 

` most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennurr and Rev. G. H. 
HuwPnunzy. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 560 pages. Price, $1.. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. Bennert and Oxsus Romunus R. 
Terr. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. Benyerr and 
G. M. Mars, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new not 
origimal,being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Beynert affirms; denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Unitea 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celébrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Ma. Bsnnert. 
Price, cloth, .75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


W:terrogatorles to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
so the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the Zyr*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle the Truth Seekers. 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 

. . 10 cents, » 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cenis. 


Winful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 
10 conta, Me : 
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THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. " n C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 
DURING TEE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among thoze who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 


women known ull over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. HELEN H. GARDENER. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. L. K. WASHBURN. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. CHARLES B, REYNOLDS. 
CHARLES WATTS. LUCY N. COLMAN. 
ROBERT C. ADAMS. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
J. H. BURNHAM. JULIET H. SEVERANCE, 
JOHN PECK. MATTIE P. KREKEL. 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. W. F. JAMIESON. 

H. O. PENTECOST. : SUSAN H. WIXON. 

And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S "Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Eneroachments of Ecclesiastics upon tue People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisiugly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


' Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW Yors. 


The Modern Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1, HEBBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 

f 'OMPSON. 
2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWIOE. 
3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
r ow suns and worlds come into being. By 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
rey mp ro ges aa d will 
muc 

notice it nMan. =T B. Wakeman. oa w 
A beautifulbamphletof 36 pages. Itis a very 
Pens paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


e. 


> Mr. GARRET P. Senrviss. 
ANTI PROHIBITION. |4. EYOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who ig interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 


J.3.McOabe. 3 
SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
LIFE OF 


of zoological evolution. By D:. Rossiter 

RAYMOND 

7. TBE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. OoPE. 

8. EYOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosenT G. ECOLE. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A.Sxu- 
TON. 
19. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. 81pnzy 
N. 


Sampson. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 


Joshua Davidson: |" syrom 
g 12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, - 18. XYOLULIUN AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism THOUGHT. By Joun W. Onapwiox. 
" ` L . By TARR 
BY MBa n LINN LINTON, 14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By 


OYT NICHOLS. 
i -| 15. THE EF*ROIS OF EYOLUTION ON THE 
Anthor OP Erotoat and a ee oy 15, THR MING ONILIZATION. Br Mixor J. 


RAVAGE. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Centa. 


anion i 
88^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- R107090 £1009, ore. 
ican publisher. gy 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young |. 
gne and a younger brother who were left. parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits, It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world Price 85 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 
ispaleny ofthe American Secular 1 Union, 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tue TRUTH NEEKER Oompaxy. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 
An Exposition ofthe True Meaning of this Cha: 


acte d ibed in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 


Paper, 8vo, 35 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverive case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $8.50; 4 
gunos, $4.50: 5 ounce, $6. dest open-face 

lied gold, 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.t0; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting Cases, $6 more. 


The New Model "Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin Bilver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$2 Best open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$80; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 Jewels. $17; 11. jewels 
$18.50: 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt soli 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra, 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 8 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
3600, worth $900; a magnifisent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant Combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; One do., heart-shape 


6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order |} 


dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew-- 
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. diberal Meetings. 

These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


hae their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'olook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East ‘5th street. Leot- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn; E. D., at 3 PM., every 


unday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clook at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey 8t. cor. Market 
Bt» Newark. N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


| Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts..at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
free disonssions on religious and social! questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—zruth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 um rum at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
greet. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets 8emi-monthly, firat and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manros HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.m., at 412 Nicollet 


ayo. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J-F.MACOMBER, Pres.: Leroy BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tux TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sura, Oor. Bec. 


The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Clab 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
al at 2:30 » M. All L'berals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

frets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

all, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial 1nvi- 

tation is extended to all. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E corner 7;h and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER; Pres. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. IBERAL HYMN-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it, Prioe 
25 conta Address THE TROTH SEEKER Co- 


Beats free. 


Ia a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy. 
sician, and the most, sub» 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for hia “Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
L as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application.— A. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times. 
its cost, and should be im 
the hands of twase afflict- 
ed. 


3 AN 

S HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 

from unreliable practitl- 

gners have been frequent- 

ly assailed and exposed by 


i in his prefes- 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost ls J 
sion and it is safe to trust him,"— The National View. 
a Adis, 


Address yr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


VINELAND, N.J. 


iries are frequently received asking what 
we now about Dr Fellows, of Vineland, N. J.. 
Firat, we know that he is a reliable gentleman o: 
rare professional ekill, who has earned 8ncoesa by 


sapphire and ruby in centér, same price an 
Value. Pins, rings, drops, stude, from $300 down 
tof10; same proportionate discounts. Al bought 
before late advances. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


- 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 

à Extra oloth, 12mo; 288pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


od work. Second tbat he fulfills all his agree- 
fente to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man ang 
a stanch Liberal.—z7ne Better Way. 
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Bews of the Week. 


Faixsps of the modified Australian ‘re- 
formed balloting praise its working in Rhode 
Island, Missouri, and Wisconsin. 


Tue conference of the African M. E. church 
expelled the Rev. G. H. Smith on the remark. 
able charge of being a thief, a fugitiv from 
justice, and a conjuror. 


Tar school question 


Teachers, 


ent. 


|WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Yol. I, Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in-, 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin 


. AND REFORMERS. . 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, E i 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the prog- 
8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 


leather, $4; MOr., g. 6., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 

28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


minent Scien- . the Holy Ghost, 
Mary, and the Bible. 

. Vol. II. Describes Fully ali 
the Religious Systems of the W 
Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather. $7; Mo- 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


continues a burning one 
in Wisconsin. i ; 


DORTMUND, Prussia, 
coal-pit strikers hav been 
arrested for rioting. 


EwriN'PasHa has beeu 
made governor of Ger- 
many's possessions in 
Africa. 


BisMaRox will publish 
memoirs of the last 
twenty-five years of his 
official life. 


Tux white population 
of tbe Congo State, in the 
middle of Africa, has 
reached 450. 


Tue reception to Stan- 
Jey at London will occur 
May 2d. The prince of 
Wales will preside. 


USUS 


Dom Pxpro thinks he 
will die soon, and wishes 
to retum and pass away 
among the people of his 
own land. 


PARLIAMENT is still 
busy considering 
schemes of helping Irish 
tenant farmers to buy 


their farms. 


Many Mormons are 


leaving Utah for Chihua- 


hua, Mexico, where they 


hav purchased a vast 


tract. Egee SAW XVI- (4.60 25. 


` Gems of. Thought. 


Ir we turn our attenfion from the narrow 
and pueril. view of the Bible to the large and 
comprehensiv view of science, we shall find 

jum the universe is in reality the one great 


open book— revelation to man just up to 
the measure of his capability of reading and 
understanding it. The diligent and earnest 
student of nature day by day grasps some 
: new fact, and, speculat- 
ing upon its value, opens 
up new mines of thought 
for future exploration. 
e . . Never for a mo- 
ment silent, this uni. 
verse, in its ceaseless 
changes, is ever ready to 
deliver its message to 
whomsoever js willing to 
receive.—A, B. Moss, 


SS 


Su»PosE Joshua out of 
the way (and he is going 
fast), the problem of hu- 
man life remains. Here 
we are, & thousand mill- 
ion of us [the estimated 
population of the globe], 
upon this ‘bank and 
shoal of time,” alone, 
alone, alone, with none 
to help us but ourselvs. 
Let us help ourselvs and 
one another. And that 
is the whole of the com- 
ing man's religion, —Jas. 
Parton. 


In the insane or weak, 
conscience may impose 
whimsical duties, so that 
it sometimes gets a bad 
name through enforcing 
8 senseless morality ; for 
conscience is no security 
to & fool against hia folly. 
Inthe interest of virtue 
one should avoid justify- 
ing silly things by con- 
science, and, in follow- 


Ben Exsry, hanged at 
Birmingham, Ala., on 


ing it, learn not to sin. 


SAUL DOESN'T KNOW DAVID. 


Inspect your conscience 
as well as your observ- 
ance of it; or, rather. 
look after your views of 


the 18h, left a written And Saul said to him, Whose son ert thou, thou i 
l i young man? And David answered, I am the son of thy servant ht, as well as. r 
confession: of having Jesse the Beth-lehemite.—1 Sam. xvii, 58. — "s T T anwe bd 


murdered twenty - one 


_ people. 


AT the Boston Methodist conference one of : 


the brethren attempted to sdvertise & certain 
wine for communion purposes. 


Axsns$T for assault in church, is the out- 
. come of a war of factions that has long raged | 
in the church at Babylon, N. Y. 


BRAZILIAN capitalists who hay been run- 


national bank, which would reduce their 
- gains, BO effectivly as to force the g^vern- 
_ ment into a compromise. : 


Tue Farmers’ Alliance is pushing schemes 
by which the government will lend farmers 
money at one per cent on their land or crops. 
One plan is to hav the government pay off 
present mortgages and take new ones at, one 
per cent. 


Iris doubtful that all the European govern- 
ments will allow their workiogmen to set 
apart May 1st as an annual Labor day. The 
ruing classes in Austria are working to 
secure a prohibition of demonstrations on 
that date. 


AT Philadelphia on the 15th two small 
riots arose from attacks on Italian street- 
cleaners who had taken at $125 a day the 
places of other Italians who had struck for 
$1.50, the attacking party being the wives 
and sweethearts of the latter. 


AT New York, on the 15th, an old lady 
named Josefa Machata, upon her hair catch- 
ing fire, stood in the middle of the room and 
prayed. A neighbor ran in and put out the 
fire, which had spread to her clothes, by 
wrapping bedding round her. She cannot liv. 


Tur eight-hour movement is not joined in 
by some bodies, but a great number will take 

art in it. Brooklyn plasterers, who hav 
worked nine hours, hav arranged with their 
employers to work eight at the same pay. 
The Chicago carpenters that struck are still 
out. 


THE late persecution of the Jews in 
Vienna-became co dangerous to all shopkeep- 
ers that the city recently appeared covered 
with such signs as ** I am a Christian Trades- 
man ;” “Christian Brandy Shop ;” *' Chris- 
tian Cheesemonger ;” ‘‘ Christian Old Clothes 
Shop.” 


Ow account of the prophecy of Erickson, 
Mrs. Woodworth, and others, that Oakland, 
San Francisco, Chicago, and Milwaukee were 
to be destroyed by a tidal wave sent by the 
wrath of God, all the weakminded in Oakland 
hav been haif-crazed for weeks, and from 
dark until midnight the main street has been 
a pandemonium of Salvation brass bands, 
corner preachers, delirious doom-sealers, and 
fleeing * woebegones? with torches. When 
the 14:h passed without the expected calam- 
ity, the faithful were confounded. 
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do not expect to get 

] along in morals on less 
sense than in business. Those who assume 
arbitrary duties must often violate their con- 
science through the very multitude of their 
scruples, which violation, becoming habitual, 
disables conscience for real duties. One can 
not do much that is not right for right and 
hav strength left to do the right for right. 
Do not habituate yourself, therefore, to do 
wrong by having so many foolish things for 
right that every time you are sensible, you 
are in danger of violating your conseience. 
For one who is silly when right is spt to be 
guilty when reasonable. For he who violates 
hia conscience when not doing wrong, accus- 
toms himself to violation as much as if he 
were doing wrong, so that he will more likely 
violate it in cases of real wrong than if he re- 
served his conscience for only the matters of 
conscience. Onecannot support a conscience 
long on error, but he who uses it up in non- 
sense has no more left than he who uses up 
his intellect in nonsense.— Bierbower. 


Tuer: is a gradual tendency to withdraw 
from the moral code, observances originating 
purely in sentiment, and having little or no 
connection with human welfare. We hav 
abandoned the divine sacredness of kings. 
We no longer consider ourselvs morally 
bound to denounce and extirpate heretics and 
witches, still less to observe fasts and sacred 
days. Even in regard to the Christian Sab- 
bath, the opinion is growing in favor of with- 
drawing both the legal and popular sanction 
formerly so stringent; while the arguments 
for Sabbath observsnce are more and: more 
charged with considerations of secular utility. 
—Bain's Moral Science. 


BELET is regarded as the one essential 
thing. To practice justice, to love mercy, is 
not enough. You must believe in some in- 
comprehensible creed. You must say, ‘‘ Once 
one is three, and three times one is one.” 
The man who practiced every virtue, but 
failed to believe, was execrated.— Ingersoll, 


Tux present is our scene of action—the 
future is for speculation and for trust. .We 
firmly believe that man was sent upon the 
earth to liv in it, to enjoy it, to study it, to 
love it, to embellish it—to make the most of 
it in short. It is his country, on which he 
should lavish his affections and his efforts.— 
Greg. 


Tax grand doctrin that every human being: 
should hav the means of self-culturing, of 
progress in knowledge and virtue, of health, 
comfort, and happiness, of exercising the 
powers and affections of aman; this is slowly 
taking its place, as the highest social truth. 
That the world was made for all and not for 
afew; that society is to care for all; that no 
human being shall perish but through his 
own faults; that the great end of government 
is to spread a shield over the rights of all— 
these propositions are growing into axioms, 
and the spirit of them is coming forth. in all 
the departments of life.—2Dr. Ohanning. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Murat HarsTEAD, in his last letter to the 
Commercial Gazette, declares himself in favor 
of the instantaneous photograph as an aid to 
modern journalism. The instantaneous sub- 
scriber can help out a little, too, adds the 
World. 

Sours Missouri preacher reported by Life: 
** Now, my brethren, having disposed of that 
ar lyin’ hypocritical cuss, who runs the 
Methodist church across the way, I'll con- 
tinue my discourse on * peace on earth, good 
will to men.’” 

Tux Illinois supreme court has decided 
that the Young Men's Christian Association 
is not a religious body within the meaning of 
the law, and so awards it a large bequest. 


‘What is it when the taxes are being assessed ?. 


— Gardiner Home Journal. 

Tag pope has authorized the archbishop of 
Paris to communicate to the clergy the 
decision of the holy see against cremation. 
It forbids Catholics to cremate their dead, 
and orders the priests to refuse ecclesiastical 
burial to the bodies of persons cremated. 


Tax Australian Radical says: ‘‘ The Chris- 
tian World has discovered that six out of 
every seven of the convicts in penal establish- 
ments, and those confined in prisons and 
reformatories, hav been Sunday-school schol- 
ars. Thus the little Sunday-school saving 
bubble bursts.” 

In the House of Commons on the 22d ult., 
Mr. Bartley having made a motion for a com- 
mittee of inquiry on the labor question, Mr. 
Bradlaugh severely attacked Cunningham 
Graham for inciting strife among starving 


laborers. He contended that the condition 
of the working classes had enormously im- 
proved, and that in this respect England 
stood in advance of every other country in 
Europe. Mr. Graham, after repeated but 
futil efforts to interrupt Mr. Bradlaugh, de- 
nied that he had incited people to violence, 
but said that he would do so the moment the 
workers became powerful enough. 


In Berlin the other day Wilhelm Irmacher, 
a Socialistic saloon-keeper, referred in a 
speech to Emperor William as a hog. He 
was tried and sentenced to prison for one 
year. This language was used in the heat of 
a campaign and it might hav been excused, 
but the present emperor is determined that 
his subjects shall know that he is one of the 
Lord’s anointed. When a man has been 
properly anointed and commissioned with a 
divine right to rule, tax, and destroy men, it 
is a gross breach of etiquet to refer to him as 
a hog. 


Tur Jewish ministry of New York are tak- 
ing up the case of Rosa Ladner, a Jewish girl 
who, they complain, is being forcibly Chris- 
tianized by having been committed by Police 
Justice O'Reilly to the Protestant Episcopal 
House of Mercy. They say: ‘‘ Both the 8o- 
clety for Prevention of Cruelty and the Prot- 
estant Episcopal institution hav exceeded 
their legitimate functions to become tools of 
conversion to Christianity, against which it is 
our duty as representativs of Judaism to pro- 
test or seek every possible means of redress.” 
We shall be gratified when Freethinkers hav 
become sufficiently aroused to abolish the 
present connection between churches and the 
charitable institutions required for civil pur- 
poses. 


^ 


Some nations hav funny ways. A Panama 
correspondent of the Colon Telegram states 
that on Sunday morning at the Wesleyan 
chapel, “just before service, a band of men 
who seemed to hav been Colombians came in 
the yard, and several carried cocks in their 
hands. The oldest of this mob, a man with 
hosry locks, ascended the steps of the chapel, 
and he was soon followed by members of the 
gang. The birds were put down and & cock 
fight followed, accompanied with the usual 
oaths, noise, and curses, and offers to bet, etc.” 


An extraordinary scene took place at the 
cathedral in the ancient town of Passau, 
about ninety miles from Munich, Bavaria, 
during the Good Friday services. Vicar 
Pichler, in his discourse on this solemn occa- 
sion, launched out into some very sweeping 
denunciations of women, accusing them as & 
class of vanity, prodigality, and unchaatity. 
Immediately an exciting scene followed. 
Women all over the church arose and pro- 
tested that the charges were unfounded, ant 
left the cathedral ina body. It is said tha 
the vicar will be proceeded against in the 
courts for slander. 

Tue following paragraph is printed in the 
Byron, Ill., Ææpress: ‘‘Much curiosity has 
been sroused by reports from the Weldon 
farm, the home of Schweinfurth, and the 
‘heaven’ of the Beekmanites. Last week a 
two-year-old child was taken ill and died. 
Schweinfurth was invoked to bring the little 
one back to life, which he seemed loath to do. 
Still the entreaties prevailed and much faith 
was exercised. At last he could resist the 
supplications no longer, and on Friday last, 
after the child had been dead two days and 
the body beginning to decompose slightly, he 


laid his hands on the child and prayed for the 
return of life. His prayer was answered and 
the little one was restored tn life and health, 
This will do much toward increasing his 
power among the surrounding people.” The 
evil effects of religion are clearly shown by 
the astonishing fact that there are people in 
the world who will believe such stories. 


A pisPATOH from Montreal says; ‘ The 
conservativs hav made the charge that six 
priests attended a caucus of the opposing 
party the other evening, aud a serious accusa- 
tion in consequence has been laid before 
Archbishop Fabre against Abbé Bédard, curé 
of Saint-Constant.. The curé is accused of 
having refused to giv Easter communion to a 
number of his parishioners because they op- 
posed those candidates at the municipal elec- 
tion in which he was interested. The arch- 
bishop is said to hav ordered an inquiry 
unless Abbé Bédard givs up his parish and 
takes another. The priest refuses to leave. 
The abbé is very activ in politics. At recent 
provincial elections a number of his parish- 
ioners say they gave him money which they 
had received as bribes to vote for nationalist 
candidates and which their consciences would 
not allow them to keep. The abbé, it is stated, 
said nothing about it unti! he was made to 
appear in court and put in the witness-stand. 
He has also a large number of lawsuits 
against him. The probabilities are that a 
great sensation will be caused by the revela- 
tions that are threatened by the conservativ 
party, and which wil clearly show, it is be- 
lieved, to what a great extent the elections 
in Quebec are practically controled by the 
clergy, and, it is hinted, usually for a money 
consideration.” 
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Communications. 


Life of Satan. 
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETON. 
The devil, I can safely aver, 
Has neither hoof nor tail nor sting : 
Nor is he, as some sages swear, 
A spirit, neither here nor there— 
In nothing, yet in everything.— Shelley. 

It would be very difficult to giv a description of 
his satanic majesty as he appears to a modern Chris- 
tian mind. Even among the strictly orthodcx peo- 
ple his person is extremely vague. "They believe in 
his existence, of course, but at the same time, this 
belief is not that of their ancestors. Physical science, 
comparativ mythology, common sense, and last but 
not least, the altruistic feeling which marks our time, 
hav made the devil smaller snd smaller and placed 
his abode somewhere in the nowhere. Yes, some, 
but by no means the lesser number, of believers hav 
even dared to exchange the customary exclamation 
point (!) that followed his name, for an immense 
interrogation point (t) I hav conversed with nu- 
merous people, both here and in Europe, on the 
subject of Christian dualism, and, mark, people 
who considered themselvs Christians, and eight cases 
out of ten the answer given me has been that the 
devil is but a personification of our egoistic thoughte, 
feelings, and actions, and that all the hell there is 
we receive here on earth in form of natural conse- 
quences. That the spirit of our time is decidedly 


hostil to the old fashionable devil idea is evident to 


even the most superficial observer, and it is likewise 
plain that in the battle the devil always occupies the 
position of under dog. 

Twenty-five or thirty years ago it was very com- 
mon to hear ministers of the “gospel of love and 
peace” entertain their audiences with red-hot brim- 
stone sermons, in which they with particular fond- 
ness dwelt upon the pains of those wicked souls who 
kept the devil company, either because they had been 
merciful and honest enough to repudiate the slanders 
heaped upon an all-loving God by his dear children 
and representativs, or perhaps because they had 
failed to pay the due homage in behavior and hard 
cash to his self-appointed guardians here on earth. 
But where can we, nowadays, find an educated, self- 
respecting minister who dares to insult his audience 
with such discourses? Only in way-back settlements 
here in the East and in the haunts of men like Tal- 
mage and Sam Jones. Educated people draw back 
in disgust from such “ glad tidings” as the dogma of 
eternal punishment, and it is to this Christian mes- 
sage, the pronouncing of which ought to make a 
Nero, a Caligula, yes, even a cannibal shudder, that 
the church, at the present time at least, owes mort of 
her losses. Even the clergy itself is ashamed of this 
its best ally. In private conversations clergymen 
either entirely repudiate it, or they affirm the time 
for the “eternal” punishment of each individual to 
be in exact proportion to the sins committed ; in short, 
hell is made a Protestant purgatory. i 

Bat before venturing any further, it will be neces- 
sary, in order to understand the real character of the 
much abused gentleman of whom this paper treats, 
io retrace our steps and go back to a time long 

anterior to that assigned for the Mosaic creation of 
the world. 

When man after a long course of ages had reached 
that stage in mental evolution which enabled him to 
anthropomorphize the various phenomena of nature, 
the ancient division of these into three classes, bene- 
ficial, indifferent, and destructiv, was naturally kept 
alive, and powers like winter, darkness, storm, light- 
ning, drouth, were by their very nature regarded as 
belonging to the latter class. Yet this is not the 
only source from which these peraonifications of dark- 
ness and destruction were recruited. We muat yet 
mention the souls of enemies, of bad men within the 
tribe, and of the persons who for one or another rea- 
son had been left unburied. But while these spirits 
continued for a long time to be regarded as separate, 
individual ghosts, the powers of nature became— 
caused by their manifestations, which primitiv man, 
on aecount of his lack of knowledge of physical 
nature, could not keep apart—soon smaller and 
smaller in number and were finally combined in the 
person of one, which is considered as the supreme 
evil being. Thus Pani the “robber,” Cushne. “the 
parcher,” Ahi, the “ strangler," thes different Vedaic 
emanations of the dark powers are at last identified 
with Vitra, the “concealer,” who becomes one of the 
Pani or night-demons, and whose name is made to 
signify “enemy,” and as such applied to any evil 
spirit, while Vitra himself, the demon of drouth and 
darkness, after absorbing the other powers is called 
Adeva “ the enemy of the gods." 

, Buch is, in short outline, the history of Vedie dual- 
ism, which at its highest development never rises any 
higher than express: d in the prayer that the follow- 
ers of Indra may not be ruled by Vitra. It is among 
those Aryans who, leaving their home on Indian soil, 
Spread themselvs over Europe and western Asia, that 
we find the further development of those dual germs 
from wri-b, on Iranian soil, arose that philosophical 


system known as dualism, and which is a conflict. 


between a good and an evil god. But since it is 
from this Iranian dualism that the Jews and subse- 
quently the Ohristians received their Satan, it will 
not be without interest to inquire into the principal 
characteristics of the religion. 

According to the theology of the ancient Persians 
or Iranians the universe is divided between two self- 
existent spirits, Ormuzd and Abriman, the first men- 
tioned being the good, the last the evil, deity. Says 
the Zend Avesta: “In the beginning there were two 
spirits, each of & peculiar activity. These are the 
good and’ the bad in thought, word, and deed. 
Choose one of these two spirits. Be good, not bad.” 

Ormuzd, who in the Zand Avesta is called Ahura 
Mazda, the all-wise spirit, or Spento Mainyus, the 
spirit of life, is thus the embodiment of everything 
good and beautiful, while to his adversary, Ahriman 
or Avgro Mainyus (the dark intelligence, from angro, 
dark, or black, and mainyus, mind, or intelligence), 
who corrupts and ruins whatever is made by Ormuzd, 
we owe not alone every destructiv natural phenom 
enon, but also sickness and all these calamities which 
embitter the life of man on earth. The poisonous 
serpent, the ferocious wild beast, the deadly herb, are 
his creations. He is the originator and introducer of 
witchcraft, cannibalism, murder, lying, and unbelief. 
Yet these two great spirits do not stand alone. On 
the side of either fights an innumerable host of 
asuras (angels) and devs or devas (demons), the 
former under command of Serosh, the Iranian arch- 
angel Michael, while the latter are marshaled by a 
number of captains, among whom we must mertion 
Drukhs (destruction), Druais (poverty), and Aéshimo 
(rapine). In the battles, which are fought on almost 
equal terms, Ahriman, like the Christian Satan, is 
quite frequently the victor, and Ormuzd, in spite of 
all his almighty power and wisdom, cannot kill him or 
even damage his cause to any serious extent, 8 cir- 
cumstance which must, on more than one Occasion, 
hav aroused the sympathy and brotherly feeling of 
Jehovah, who certainly knows how one feels when 
worsted by a devil. 

Such is the Iranian conception of the supreme 
God and the supreme devil, and very much like it is 
that entertained by the Jews since the time of the 
Babylonian captivity, and by the Christian. 

The clause, “since the Babylonian captivity,” 
demands an explanation, which I am perfectly 
willing to giv, since I thereby can perhaps do some- 
thing to vindicate the subject of this sketch from the 
many false accusations which are heaped upon his, I 
dare say, innocent head. 

The fact is that no good, substantial proof can be 
produced in favor o* the assumption that the Jews, 
previously to the Babylonian captivity, believed in 
the existence of a devil. 

Tn this age of inquiry certain wicked men, of both 
Christian snd Infidel persuasion, hav had the 
audacity to question the veracity of the clergy, when 
it asserted tne divine inspiration and consequently 
the accuracy of the “big” book. It is my intention 
to follow these gentlemen in their inquiries into the 
genuinness and authenticity of the Oid Testament, 
but I will, to evade the accusation of unfairness, follow 
and quote such authorities only as are by all admit- 
ted to be “eminent” Christians. 

In Gen. i, we are given an account of the origin of 
things and in chapter ii we are given another, which, 
as Dean Stanley says, “differs from the first” in 
almost every particular of time, and place and order ; 
yet this is not all Wes find in no subsequent 
chapter of the Old Testament « single certain allu- 
sion to either the garden of Eden narrativ or the 
* fall of man." These facts, which the most ingenious 
theological interpretation has feiled to bring into 
harmony with each other, we can but explain by 
admitting that the first chapter and the first three 
verses of the second chapter of Genesis were the last 
which were written, and that such is really the case 
we will now endeavor to prove. 

It is well known that among primitiv people the 
art of recording events is entirely unknown, and that 
such proceedings belong £o a further advauced stage 
of civilization. Now, the Jews, although being Jeho- 
vah’s chosen people, are no exception to this rule, 
and their so-called inspired writers differ in no par- 
ticular from the inspired writers of other nations of 
antiquity or modern times. All do they draw from 
the great storehouse of national tradition, and all do 
they not hesitate to misrepresent, exaggerate, sub- 
tract from, nor even compose anew, if such pro- 
ceedings can in any way increase the glory and 
prosperity of that particular cause which they them- 
selva regard as being true and good. And if the 
authority of their own name is not sufficient to Com- 
mand the often very heavy draft on public credulity, 
they, with a spirit of fraternity, otherwise seldom 
known among writers, attribute the authorship of 
the dead child of their own imagination to one or 
another individual who by force of circumstances is 
unable to resist the sometimes rather doubtful honor, 
therefore generally a good or a long deceased person. 
That proceedings of such and similar kind are but 
plain forgeries, evidently never entered the mind of 
these divinely inspired writerg; at least, they hav 


continued in the practice until our days, officially for 
the “glory of God,” privately for their individual 
prosperity. 

In the modern version of the Bible the Pentateuch 
is ascribed to Moses, who thus must bav been not 
alone a very modest man (he speaks of himself as 
being “ meek”), but likewise a very persistent writer, 
since he must hav written the account of his own 
death and funeral and the thirty days’ weeping (Deut. 
xxxiv, 5-12) after he had left this earth and become 
seated in the bosom of Abraham. Yet the amount of 
faith necessary to believe this has not been found in 
even the most orthodox theologian, and to this 
doubt Bishop Colenso gives word in his book, “ The 
Pentateuch and Book of Joshua Critically Examined,” 
when he says: “The books of the Pentateuoh are 
never ascribed to Moses in the inscriptions of He- 
brew manuscripts or in printed copies of the Hebrew 
Bible. Nor are they styled the books of Moses in 
the Septuagint or Vulgate.” 

J. Knappert, D.D., the Dutch biblical critio, arrives 
at the conclusions of Bishop Colenso. Hoe says, it 
was afier the Babylonian captivity that the Jews 
ascribed the Pentateuch to Moses, and yet “nothing 
in the whole law really comes from Moses himself 
except the Ten Commandments, and even these were 
not delivered by him in the same form as we find 
them now." : 

The question now naturally arises: Who wrote the 
Pentateuch? To which we will answer, that it was 
written by different persons at different times. 

Like tue primitiv historian of any nation, one of 
the Pentateuch composers takes upon himself the 
task of writing a history of his people which goes back 
to the very beginning of things. This writer, the 
Jehovistic, as he is termed, begins his history at 
Gen. ii, 4, and closes it with the entrance of the Jews 
into Canaan, and in it we are, for the first time, made 
acquainted with the account of creation and fall of 
man, narrative which the Jews at that time, 72530, 
received from Assyrian colonis s from Persis, Baby- 
lon, and other places, who were by Salmanassar sent 
into Canaan to fill the place of those Jews who were 
carried to Babylon. 

The Elohistic writer makes his appearance 620 
Bc, and is author of Deut. iv, 44, to xxvi, 
and xxviii, and of certain “new passages,” some of 
which appear interwoven in the work of the Jehovis- 
tic writer. 

The third Pentateuchian writer is Ezra, 444 Bo, 
who reédits the work of his predecessors and adds 
some new laws and narrativs which he received from 
Babylonian priests during his stay in said country, 
and which were evidently a condensed translation of 
the Bundehesh, a Persian sacred book devoted prin- 
eipally to ccsmogony. 

Even after the death of Ezra some more changes 
and additions were made, but on these, which are 
of less importance, as well as with the authorship 
and composition of the other books comprised in 
the Old Testament, we will not dwell, inasmuch as it 
is of no consequence to the due understanding of 
the subject of tne sketch, and I will merely add that 
previous to the Babylonian captivity the Jews had 
no sacred writings, and it was only after the time of the 
Elohistic writer, who attributed his and the Jehovist 
productions to Moses, that the Pentateuch was con- 
sidered authoritativ, while the canonicity of the rest 
of the Old Testament books was an unsettled ques- 
tion until the time of Rabbi Akiba, about 210 a.D. 

The conclusions of biblical criticism are also sus- 
tained by the words of early books in the Old Testa- 
ment. The writers of the books cf Samuel, Isaiah, 
and Amos agree in attributing to Jehovah himself 
the dispensation cf good and evil. ‘Aud again the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he 
moved David against them to say, So number Israel 
and Judah” (2 Sam. xxiv, 1. Time: division of 
Jewish kingdom). Likewise in Isaiah (710 » o.) xlv, 
7: “I make peace and create evil; I, the Lord, do all 
these things.” And also in Amos (790 3.0) iii, 6: 
“Shall there be evil in a city and the Lord hath not 
done it?” 

We hav thus seen that previous to the Babylonian 
captivity the Jews had no conception of a devil as 
author cf evil, and will now proceed to point out the 
close similarity between the then accepted devil and 
his prototype of other religions, and especially 
Ahriman. Yet it must not be supposed that the 
change in the religious conceptions of the Jews was 
the work of a few years, nor even of an age. Relig- 
ious beliefs appear not in their mature form at the 
outset—they do not emerge full-grown from their 
originators like Pallas Athene from the forehead of 
Zeus. Like every other product, mental or physical, 
they are subject to outward influences, and the rate 
of their growth is in exact proportion to the charac- 
ter of their environments. ` 

In the book of Job, written, according to Bleek, in 
the time between the Assyrian and Babylonian cap- 
tivity, Satan is introduced to us as a son of Elohim 
holding the office of celestial accuser. But the prac- 
tice as such has destroyed every vestige of bis faith 
in human goodness and piety, and the dislike of the 
Jews toward him increased steadily, until they at 
last attributed to bim the character of Ahriman, a 
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belief which heretofore had been held by a few only. 

The story of a war in heaven seems to be a com- 
mon property to most religions both ancient and 
modern, and is, as we hav already pointed out, the 
result partly of perverted language, partly of the ap. 
plication of moral ideas to physical apparitions. We 
hav seen it existed among the ancient Aryans, that 
it was believed in by the Persians, and we find it 
among nations as far apart as the ancient Egyptians 
aud the inhabitants of Scandinavia, the Greeks and 
Romans, the Battas of Sumatra, the nativs of the 
Oaroline islands, the Salvias of New Granada, etc. 
They all tell the same story of a war between a good 
and a bad spirit, the latter of whom was invariably 
cast out of the heavens either because he attempted 
to usurp the throne of the most high, or on account 
of his disobedience of the commands of the good 
spirit. But while the rest of the Semitic nations 
adopted the Egyptian myth of the war between Ty- 
phon and Isiris, the Jews, and later the Christians, 
as already stated, embraced the Persian conception 
of Áhrimsn. e 

Isaiah xiv, 13, 14, informs us that Satan once, de- 
siring to be as great as God, soliloquized as follows: 
k I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God; I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north. I will ascend above the hights of the clouds; 
I will be like the most high." 

But Satan, being a man of business, soon ceased to 
speak “in his heart,” and gave lite and action to his 
thoughts, and thus it happened “there was a war in 
heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; aud the dragon fought and his angels, and 
prevailed not; neither was their place found any 
more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the devi), and Satan, which 
deceived the whole world; he was cast out into the 
earth, aod his angels were cast out with him” (Rev. 
xii, 7-9). Of course, this rather rough treatment 
would exasperate any gentleman, so Satan naturally 
took offense, and to show his anger, he, according to 
some Talmudists, spit at God, but asthe earth was 
flat then and Satan consequently never had been 
in America, he had not acquired the Yankee facility 
for spitting straight; he missed his aim and his saliva 
fell on the moon and produced the dark spots visible 
on her surface. Gustave NELSON. 


M r 
Montreal and Its Freethought Club. 


Ihav just returned from Montresl, where I was in- 
vited by the Pioneer Freethought Club to lecture. I 
do not know that I am well enough acquainted with 
all of the Freethought organizations in this country 
to say with Mr. George Jacob Holyoake that “ it is, 
for the social position and influence of its members, 
the most important institution of the kind extant ;" 
but I can truly say that so far as I hav become 
acquainted with such organizations I know of none 
in the United States that is its eq ial in all regards. 

This was a great surprise to me, for Montreal would 
hardly impress one as a promising location for a flour- 
ishing club of the kind. It is a handsome city, but 
the awful clutch of the Roman church is to be seen 
there as I hav seen it nowhere else on the continent. 
In spite of this fact the influence of the Pioneer 
Freethought Ciub has brought about a most remark- 
able change. My lecture was given upon the club's 
tenth anniversary—its tin wedding, so to speak—and 
the club had secured tke best hall in the city, which 
would compare favorably with Chickering Hall in 
New York city, and the audience filled the hall. 

That is to say, it filled the hall when I began speak- 
ing. Something like forty people, who did not agree 
with my opinion of the low moral status of a God 
who ordered the degradation of all the pure young 
girls of one entire nation, arose and departed there- 
from accompanied by the loud and continued ap- 
plause of the rest of the thousand or so people. 

They appeared to think that the forcible degrada- 
tion of thirty-two thousand girls and the attendant 
brutality of the camp of the Lord’s anointed under 
the leadership and commands of Moses and God, 
were worthy of a place in the record of a being good 
enough and pure enough to worship as an ideal God ; 
but that to mention the fact and object to the im- 
morality of it was a thing they should not listen to. 

In other words, they approve of and sustain acts 
and a condition of morals which they look upon as 
unmentionable in abstract form even if the mention is 
solely to condemn. At least, that is the way I inter- 
preted the attitude of those who went out when I 
Spoke of certain of the commands of God which 
Moses was pleased to execute. It was all right to 
commit a deed, but all wrong to mention it. 

It was very funny; but I am not afraid to assert 
that there was a deal of Bible-reading next day to 
discover just what Jehovah did command for woman, 
and what she owes him. Well, that was exactly my 
aim, and any woman whose self-respect will allow her 
to worship him after she does know that, has not 
enough to make a basis for Freethought possible 
within her. Now, I say this as a salve for some of 
our friends who sometimes think I say rather savage 
things about men. I do nof believe that that maa 
liva in any enlightened country who, if it were for 
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himself, has little enough self-respect to accept the 
position Jehovah givs to woman—the indignities he 
heaps upon her—and worship him. 

Woman's training in all the past has undermined 
her self-respect. She needs to be stung into a real- 
ization of this sad fact, and if the record of her treat- 
ment by Jehovah will not do it, I claim that her case 
is hopeless. So you see I hav as much confidence 
in the shaken faith of the forty who rushed home to 
read up on woman’s status in the Bible, as in the 
nine hundred odd who laughed at them for going. 
The yeast willwork. Their anger at me wil!, by and 
by, swing around to its proper object, Jehovah—to 
him who commits an outrage rather than to her who 
condemrs it. 

lt was a fine audience—intelligent, wide-awake, 
and a good audience to look at. Captain Adams, 
author of that delightfully written book, “Travels in 
Faith,” and now president of the club, introduced me 
in a charming speech. 

I did not hav an opportunity to hear Captain 
Adams make an sddress, but from all I did see and 
hear I am sure that one of the main reasons why the 
club is ao large, so well equipped, and so firm, is that 
it possesses such a president. 

His fine personal character, his broad culture, and 
his earnest, loyal enthusiasm are of the first value 
to such an organization. The captain is fortunate, 
too,in having a wife and son who mareh shoulder 
to shoulder with him. I spent nearly a week in their 
charming home and enjoyed every minute of it. 
Whether' I was trying to learn to play billiards with 
the bright son as my teacher, driving over the 
mountains in the dog eart, or discussing philosophy 
in the drawing-room, it was all the frank, free hospi- 
tality of the cultured home of earnest people. 

With such a leader might we not hav equally 
successful clubs in every city in the states? I think 
so, and therefore I most heartily congratulate the 
Montreal Pioneer Club upon its president. 

I met much less intimately the other members of 
the club; but they all impressed me as able and 
devoted advocates of the first and basic need of 
humanity, the right to think for one's self and. to 
express that thought without fear. 

Ten years ago no such society existed in Montreal. 
A few years later the authorities would not rent any 
but a poor little hall to even the greatest Free- 
thought lecturer, and only a very few people dared 
go to hear such a speaker. To-day the club takes the 
finest hall in the city and draws a splendid audience. 
That is a record to be proud of. Only fine ability and 
splendid character could hav accomplished it. 

One fight is yet before the club. The newspapers 
preserve a masterly silence in regard to its work. 
An audience of one-tenth the size it attracts receives 
due notiee and comment. Not a line, not a letter, 
&ppears in any Montreal paper in regard to the 
Pioneer Club’s doings. With us a newspaper is 
supposed to giv the news, and usually it does so 
even if it does not giv it with full regard to facta; 
but a newspaper in Montreal is not conducted on 
that theory. Ifa happening takes place which is in 
the line of established public opinion it is news. 
Otherwise it is not news—so far as the papers are 
concerned. 

That there is a political club of ten people or a 
religious one of fifteen engaged in doing a certain 
thing is news and receives due notice. That there is 
a large club of intelligent, cultured men and women 
meeting each week, conducting lectures, owning & 
good library, taking the leading periodicals for their 
reading-rooms, and drawing audiences of a thousand 
people is not news—from the Montreal newspaper's 
outlook. 

That is rather funny to one from the states, where 
newspapers are news papers, whatever one may think 
of them as tracts or as scientific treatises. 

If you hav space, I wish that you would giv your 
readers the inclosed record of the Montreal Club. I 
believe that it will be both interesting and instructiv,- 
and let us hope that many of our earnest men may 
go and do likewise. 

The Montreal Pioneer Freethought Club was 
formed in 1880 by a few earnest men, chief among 
whom were George Martin (now honorary president 
for life), Feodor Boas, George S. Wilson, and B. 
Marcuse. Private meetings were held in an upper 
hall belonging to Mr. Martin and its membership 
extended, embracing one resident of the eastern 
townships, Mr. Baker, who, dying soon after, left a 
legacy of $500 to the club. This gave the nucleus 
for the formation of a library, and with the help of 
wealthy friends in Montreal a fine collection of stan- 
dard Liber] works was secured. Mr. Martin, who 
is a fine poet and vigorous thinker, gave an intellect- 
ual stimulus to the club, and Mr. Boas, who is à man 
of extraordinary energy and business genius, pro- 
moted its material interests. In iis second year it 
was strengthened by the accession of Capt. R. C. 
Adams, a new convert to Liberalism. He showed a 
zeal and capacity for lecturing, and it was felt that 
the time had come to open the meetings to the pub. 
lic. The club moved to spacious quarters up-town, 
having good reading and social rooms and a hall 
capable of seating two hundred people. After five 


years of successful work the club removed to a some- 
what smaller hall, which it uses for its reading-room 
and ordinary lectures, engsging large public halls for 
special efforts. The lecturing has devolved chiefly 
upon Captain Adams. A number of wealthy men 
in the city who are not members of the club sub- 
scribe to its expenses, and its membership, though 
small in numbers, comprises men of fortune and 

high position as well as workingmen. George Jacob 

Holyoake, when he visited Montreal, said in his 

paper, Zo Day, that this Freethought club, for the 

social position and influence of its members, was the 

most important institution of the kind extant. Find- 

ing that the Montreal public will not pay to hear 

Freethought lectures, the club occasionally goes to 

the expense of giving a free lecture in a large hall 

with imported talent. Upon the last occasion of this 

sort I was the speaker. On previous anniversaries 

they hav had Feiix Adler and Mr. Underwood. 

The very funniest thing I sgw while I was gone 
was the grave of a man who was buried in conse- 
crated ground and then had it w»consecrated right 
from under him. Here is the record as I got it on 
the spot. 

Monsieur Guibord was a member of the Institut 
Canadien, which persisted in keeping in its library 
Voltaire's works and other books piaced under the 
ban in the Index Expurgatorius. When he died the 
church refused to let him be buried in the lot that 
he had paid for in the Catholic cemetery, his member- 
ship being the offense. The case was lost in the 
courts but gained before the privy council in Eng- 
land. A Catholic mob prevehted the burial, but a 
second attempt under arms succeeded. Cement and 
scrap iron were placed over the coffin and a huge 
stone the full length of the grave. The bishop 
unconseerated the ground. 

Now if that poor man is not in a tight place, who 
is? The Protestants cemented him into serap iron 
and cemented a stone, six feet by three, down on 
top of him. Then the Catholics came along and %7- 
consecrated the scrap iron and things, and there he is. 

It seems to me he is more or less liable to stay 
there, too, when Gabriel calls time. Still, it is hard 
to tell. That unconsecration may work through and 
he may turn up in China and scare the celestials out 
of their wits in the last great day. 

I confess that unconsecrated scrap iron and cement 
is altogether too heavy a problem forme; but I saw 
a lot of people in Montreal who took it seriously— 
Catholics who felt happy because they had poor 
Guibord’s soul safely sealed for hell and Protestants 
who felt happy because they had his body safely 
sealed in the Catholic burying-ground. The Agnos- 
tics smiled. Herren H. GARDENER. 


OHO 
Too Much Keligion. 

Last Sunday, in the Ada street Methodist Epis- 
copal church, Chicago, the Rav. J. P. Brushingham 
preached on * Religious Fanaticism.” The object 
of the discourse was to take up and review what is 
known as the Schweinfurth religious colony, at Rock- 
ford, Ill. Schweinfurth has about one thousand fol- 
lowers. He (Schweinfurth) says that he is Christ 
come in the flesh to right the world, and like all new 
religions, this one will be scught to be put down by 
the strong hand of state power. The Rav. Brushing- © 
ham had an interview, in the very near past, with the 
Rev. Sehweinfurth, and spoke as follows. We quote 
from the Chicago daily Herald: 

The interview convinced Rev. Mr. Brushingham that 
while Schweinfurth was sincere in his pretensions, there was 
too much religious liberty in this country, and that such im- 
postors should be dealt with as business frauds. ‘‘ It is very 
difficult to reach them, on account of being accused of perse- 
cuting a religious sect, but something ought to be dose to 
check the progress of these people." 

Too much religious liberty in this country! This 
is the old ory, iterated for a thousand years! Brush- 
ingham is a reflex of all his cloth! Orthodoxy is my 
doxy—heterodoxy is your doxy. That is the key. 
To millions of intellectual and reasoning people, the 
doxy of the Rev. Sehweinfurih is as true a doxy as 
that of the Rev. Brushingham and his kith. Why not? 

There is as much evidence of the divinity of 
Schweinfurth as of Christ. We hav their words for 
it. Schweinfurth has performed a miracle by healing 
a woman as well as Jesus. New, in what respect is 
the religion of Jesus any more a religion revealed 
than that of Schweinfurth’s? Put him down as a 
“business. fraud!” How cheeky, how narrow and 
bigoted, this Chicago reverend! Do you not ses the 
great anxiety such men hav for power, that great 
remedy for. heresy? Bring out the thumbscrews, 
light the fagot, burn the bones of heretics! Put the 
state into the hands of religious bigots of this Ohi- - 
cago stripe, and we may bid adieu to personal and 
mental liberty. What more does the Rockford bigot 
get as a “business fraud” than the one in Ohicago? 
Both promis you heaven and its good things if you 
will faithfully pay your insurance premiums to the 
priests. Both are the same. They are instituted by 
man for the lazy priesthood. There is no merit in 
either, and the sooner such hog-wash is spilled on 
the ground and buried the better for the world. If 
one is to be “put down,” Jet all of the “religions for 
revenue” be put down together. Joun BusHet. 
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A Practical Reform. 


J hav read with much interest, in the late numbers 
of Tus Terors SEEKER, the symposiumistic utterances 
of the brethren on what they eall “constructiv Lib. 
eralism,” in answer, 1 suppose, to the question put 
to them so constantly by religious people: “If you 
take away from mankind the church, with its 
restraints and safeguards to good morals, what will 
you put in its place?” 

To me, the rooting out from a man’s character of 
an old and groveling superstition, whether he does 
the work himself, unaided and alone, or is helped by 
another to do it, is & great, positiv achievement; for 
his intellect then becomes consciously free and he 
begins a career of.self-enlightenment on other, but 
kindred, subjects, which, as he progresses, satisfies 
his soul and makes him happy. He takes s new 
view of the universe and his relation to it; of the 
family of mankind to which he belongs, thus becora- 
ing a cosmopolitan as well as a sincere patriot; of 
the globe on which he livs, making it only one of an 
infinit number of grains of sand, instead of the center 
of the universe, around which the sun, moon, and 
stars revolve. He becomes a reconstructed man in 
his thoughts, feelings, and purposes of life. At least, 
this was the revolutionary effect produced on myself 
by Radicalism—I hate the timorous, apologetic 
phase, Liberalism—when I threw overboard the 
puerilities of the churchand accepted the new philos- 
ophy which sheds its'glory upon the closing years of 
the nineteenth century. If it has done nothing else 
than reconstruct, out of the poor, blasted materials 
furnished by the church, the individual characters of 
so many of the Freethinkers, Radicalism is worth to 
the world all the sacrifice it has cost ; for, our enemies 
being judges, it has formed a class of men, and espe- 


cially women, who are distinguished for their intelli- | 


gence and good morals. The church can be strength- 
ened by numbers, though they be ever so ignorant, 
for each person counts one, and pays his church 
taxes into the treasury; but it is the glorious mis- 
fortune of Radicalism that it cannot compete with 
the church in this line, because it cannot make a 
convert to its cause out of a man who is an ignoramus 
and a coward. A candidate for admission to our 
ranks must hav intelligence enough to form opinions 
on subjects which require thought ; and he must hav 
courage enough to express them to others. 

In all the discussions produced by the symposium 
there seems to hav been no suggestion made by any 
one, to take up some particular enterprise of practical 
reform as a part of the work of reconstructing society 
on the basis of radical doctrin. Some critics might 
suspect that this was because the wine, which the 
members of the symposium drank, was all of the 
same brand. But I attribute it to the fact that, as & 
class, the Radicals are unorganized, and so individu- 
alized as to be totally unable to do any practical work 
which requires unity of purpose and ccoperation. 
But there is one great reformatory enterprise which 
they can, and I think ought to, act in in their 
individual capacity, and make a peculiarity of 
Radicalism. It is the burial reform, or the disposal 
of the dead by cremating their bodies, and returning 


them in the form of ashes to the earth, instead of | 


placing them in shallow graves, where, in the process 
of decomposition, they injure the health of* the 
living. 

Probably one hundred thousand human bodies, 
dying of all manner of pestilential diseases, in a 
single year are carried out of the two cities of New 
York and Brooklyn, and deposited in the neighboring 
cemeteries, near the surface of the earth, where, in 
the natural process of decomposition, the gases burst 
their coffias and send up through the loose mold 
into the atmosphere, and impart to the veins of water 
which permeate the earth, millions of the germs of 
the diseases of which they died, to renew and extend, 
under favorable circumstances, the work of death 
among the living. The fact,.and how these germs 
liv, defying everything but fire, and how they are 
carried on every wind that blows, crossing thousands 
of miles of ocean and of land, and visiting remote 
islands of the sea with their deadly influence, is seen, 
at the present time, in the prevalence of the grip. 
Hence, it is not necessary, when a cholera or small- 
pox patient dies and is buried at New York, that, in 
order to inoculate distant communities in the West 
with those diseases, their putrefying bodies should 
be disinterred and openly carried there, and exposed. 
The germs of these diseases, being living and activ 
agents, are commissioned by human ignorance, or 
carelessness, to go forth on their errands of death, 
and they use the wind as a vehicle. 

This barbarous state of things, like so many other 
evils, is traceable to the church, which, for eighteen 
hundred years, hss propagated the false and absurd 
idea taught by the apostle Paul, that the self-same 
bodies of saints and sinners, which die, and are buried 
in the ground, are the same which will be resurrected 
when the archangel blows his trumpet, announcing 
the arrival of Jesus Christ in the clouds of heaven, 
to judge the quick and the dead. and to set up 
his kingdom upon the earth. In every church 
pulpit, and at every open grave, some one of our 


eighty thousand clergymen stands and tells the 
ignorant people this great falsehood, and they believe 
it. Henge, the care that families should lie in groups 
with their faces to the east, so that they may respect- 
fully meet Christ at his coming, when they rise out 
of their graves. 

We Radicals do not believe this absurdity, but, ex- 
cept & few of us who shudder at the prospect, “to lie 
in cold obstruction and to rot,” and who do not wish 
to be nuisances to the living when we are dead and 
gone, we countenance and giv aid and comfort to 
the mischievous superstition by conforming to the 
church custom and making peopie believe that, really 
acd after all, we do believe in the dogma of the 
resurrection of the dead. Even the Spiritualiste, 
who hold that after a man dies and his personality 
escapes from the ruins of his earthly tabernacle, bis 
body is of no more account than his caat off, old 
clothes, follow the example of the church in burying, 
instead of cremating, their dead, and thus giv the lie 
to what they profess to believe and know to be true. 

But there is another consideration which appeals 
to our humanity. The expense and ostentation of 
funerals hav become such an evil that many of the 
church people themselvs, in this country, are pro- 
testing against it as a barbarism. The wealthy 
classes show the unnaturalness of their conduct, and 
the vulgarity of their taste, by their extravagant dis- 
play on such occasions. In this democratic country, 
where a poor man’s vote is equal in weight to that 
of a rich man, many a family is impoverished by the 
sickness and the burial expenses of one of their 
number. The amor sceleratus habendi, or hell-fire 
greed, as the Scotch call it, has taken possession of 
the undertakers, who, knowing that the poor are as 
ambitious to giv a respectable funeral to their dead 
as the rich sre to theirs, charge ten times as much 
for their ccffias and services as they did fifty years 
ago. I know of a man who, after a lingering and 
expensiv illness, which consumed all he had except 
the little lot of ground on which he lived, died, and 
the undertaker, who charged $20 for a coffin, refused 
to furnish it to the widow and children unless a 
citizen able to pay would become responsible for the 
money. The man was buried, and the heroic widow 
paid the doctor bill and the funeral expenses, but it 
took several years of hard work and self-denial to do 
so. I was present at the town of Washington, Pa., 
when the first cremation of a human body, in a build- 
ing erected for the purpose, took place. Dr. 
Lemoyne, the owner, told me on that occasion that 
the total necessary expense of reducing a body to 
ashes might be covered by $10. A cheap pine coffin, 
the wages of the fireman, the expense of the fuel and 
of an urn to receive tke ashes for burial, would not 
reach at the utmost more than $15. What a contrast 
between this sum and tha! expended in the funerals 
now in fashion! 

Besides this, and much more, how delightful the 
thought that the body of a loved one, kept so clean 
and sweet all during life, need not see corruption 
when it dies, but may, by the purifying process of 
fire, ba returned immediately to the earth in the form 
of ashes, thus doing in an honr and without the 
least annoyance what it would take the grave years 
to do by a process too horrible to think of. 

Then, in order to testify against the absurdity and 
impossibility of the church doctrin of the resurrec- 
tion; in order to cheapen and do away with the un- 
necessary expense, and the empty parade of public 
funerals, and in order to set a good example in the 
way of sanitary reform, ought not everyone who 
rejects the popular superstition to enlist in the 
burial reform, and thus do his part in making the 
movement popular? These, no doubt, were the 
motivs which made our late co-worker, Courtlandt 
Palmer, giv orders to his family to hav his remains 
cremated ; and it should be the peculiarity of the 
whole class of Radicals to which he belonged. 

A. B. Braprorp. 

Enon Valley, Pa., Feb. 23, 1890. 


—————— —9-$—9———————— 
The Harman Case. 


Another outrage, equal in its enormity to that 
which D. M. Bennett suffered, has been enacted, and 
Moses Harman is the victim. 

I had not seriously thoughé of taking part in Mr. 
Harmavu’s defense, for I considered that he was in the 
hands of very capable counsel who would defend him 
with ample ability. Such was my desire, however, to 
see everything done that could be done for the grand 
old man who had braved so much, that I wrote, in 
March, that if business which was then demanding 
my entire attention should be concluded so as to 
leave me free to go to Kansas I would go, if I were 
wanted, on notification of the day fixed for trial. 
Later on eame news of the disaffection of counsel. 
Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens, the only lawyers, with 
the exception of Mr. T. B. Wakeman, that I had ever 
known or heard of who had any conception of the 
way in which a charge like that against Mr. Harman 
should be met and defended, declined to go on with 
the case. Their abandonment of Mr. Harman was 
due to a combination of various influences which it is 
not necessary to dwell upon, such as local politics, 
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disapproval of certain of Mr. Harman’s methods of 
management, financial and otherwise, conflict of in- 
terest between Mr. Harman and the other clients, 7. e., 
E O. Walker and George Harman, ete. I cannot look 
upon their abandonment of Mr. Harman as justifiable. 

As the time for the opening of the court was ap- 
proaching I felt great anxiety to hav some proper 
provision for the fair presentation of Mr. Harman’s 
defense fixed, determined, and positivly settled upon 
at the earliest possible day. There seemed to be 
only three ways possible. First for Mr. Harman to 
defend himself. I urged him to prepare for this in 
case he was driven to it. The matter published in 
Lucifer for the past three years would hav furnished 
many good suggestions for this preparation. Second, 
to bring about a reconciliation between Mr. Harman 
and his council. I did all I could by correspondence 
with all parties to accomplish this. Third, to go my- 
self, my ability to do which was at this time doubt- 
ful. « 

Oa the morning of April 12th, I received a night 
message from Mr. Harman asking me to go West. It 
was not until the evening of that day that I knew I 
should be free to go. I then answered expressing my 
willingness to go and asking when it would ba neces- 
sary for meto bethere. A message substantially the 
same was received by me on the 14th, to which I re- 
turned the same answer. On the morning of the 15th 
two telegrams lay on my desk on my arrival at my 
office. Both were dated 15th of April. One, a night 
message, presumably the first sent, said,“ Case set for 
to-morrow, will defend myself probably,” the other a 
full-rate message saying, '* Come on, will try to hold 
them down till you come." Unwilling to undertake 
such a journey on an uncertainty I wired to Mr. Har- 
man, "Messages contradictory. Shall I go or not? 
Will start to-night if you say come.” I also tele- 
graphed to the judge, “ Will you hold Harman case 
till I reach Topeka? If you will start to-night, please 
answer immediately.” I received no answer from the 
judge. I did get an answer from Mr. Harman as 
follows: “ Yes, come on at once. Answer to same 
place.” - I replied, “Leave to-night on six o'clock 
train,” and I started accordingly, assuming, as I 
think I had a right to do, that s»me understanding 
had been had between Mr. Harman and the judge 
or that at least a chance for a fair hearing woutd be 
given. 

I made a long and tedious journey, in good faith, 
with the honest intention of trying the Harman case 
upon its merits. Had I been met with equal good 
faith and honesty on the part of the court, the result 
might hav been very different. 

Onthemorning of April 16th the case was called, and 
Mr. Harman presented the affidavits printed at length 
in Lucifer (issue of April 18th) showing the agreement 
of the prosecution.to fix a day for trial, their failure 
to do so, and the fact that I had been sent for, and 
moved for a brief delay. 

This affidavit, with Mr. Harman’s explanation, and 
the knowledge of the judge derived from my telegram 
to him, puts the judge in the position of denying & 
chance for me to reach the place of trial—though I 
had used ali possible diligence to do 80, and he knew 
that I was on the way—or of altogether refusing Mr. 
Harman a chance to be heard through me as his 
counsel. 

Mr. Harman’s motion for delay was denied, and in 
denying it the judge is said to hav used very nearly 
these words: “ If you had been as diligent in looking 
up counsel a8 you hav been in instructing me in my 
duties, you would not now be unprepared for trisl.” 
This remark exhibits very clearly the judge's true 
spirit, and tells the whole story of his disposition 
toward Mr. Harman. He was piqued, as no large- 
minded man ever would be, at something that had 
been said of him in Zucifer, and was mean enough 
to take such &n opportunity of gaining his revenge ; 
and his willingness to retaliate for utterances that he 
was vain enough and weak enough to consider per- 
sonal criticisms, but which certainly Mr. Harman 
never intended offensivly, seems to hav entirely 
run away with his sense of fairness. Moreover, the 
judge could not hav known of Mr. Harman's in- 
structing him in his duties without having psid more 
or less attention to the articles published in Lucifer, 
and his reading of any single number of Lucifer, 
however superficial, if sufficient to indicate that Mr. 
Harman was instructing him in his duties, was also 
sufficient to inform him that the present case was 
one of an unusual nature, purely fictitious, one to 
which there was a perfectly gocd defense, and one 
which was not likely to be fairly tried by any attor- 
ney without adequate preparation. 

I find it difficult to understand how any fair- 
minded judge should take offense at being instructed 
in his duties. I should think that the one thing 
which any honest judge, resolved to do what was 
right, would, above all others, joyously welcome, 
would be the most ample, abundant, and thorough 
instruction in his duties from any source whatever. 

There was no good reason why Mr. Harman’s re- 
quest for delay should not hav been granted, for there 
were many other cases on the calendar that might 
hav been tried, and the business of the court need 
not hav been interrupted by this brief delay. In- 
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deed, I am informed that in this very case the dis- | The 


trict attorney had announced himself as not ready to 
proceed on the first day of the term on account of 
the non-attendanes of his witnesses, and on that 
ground had procured the same favor which the judge 
denied to Mr. Harman. 

_There were some reasons not creditable to the 
district attorney why he was eager to hasten this 
case. This case was on the four first indicted arti- 
cles. They had been generally circulated all over 
the country by Mr. Harman, and by common con- 
sent everybody whose opinion was at all respectable 
had agreed that they were not obscene. If unfair 
advantage could be taken of Mr. Harman a verdict 
favorable to the prosecution might yet be procured. 
The O'Neil letter had been presented to the grand 
jury, but no bill was yet found. If the prosecution 
nad waited until there were two indictments before 
the court for two acts or transactions of the same 
class, one on the four first indicted articles and an- 
other on the O'Neil letter, the court, however high- 
handed its methods, would hardly hav dared refuse 
one of two things, either to require the consolidation 
of the indictments or to compel the prosecution to 
ane which indictment should be tried and ignore the 
other. 

The indictment upon the four articles was under 
the law of 1876. . The indictment upon the O'Neil 
letter would be under the law of 1888. The law of 
1876. provided a savage, brutal punishment entirely 
disproportioned to the triviality of Mr. Harman's 
pretended offense. When the revision of 1888 was 
before the Senate, Senator Hoar of Massachusetts 
protested against the outrageous punishment affixed 
to this law, and on his suggestion the minimum limit 
of the penalty was removed, so that if Mr. Harman 
were convicted on the first indictment, under the old 
law, the judge could inflict a fine of $100 or impris- 
onment for one year, the minimum limit, whereas if 
he inflicted a like excessiv sentence on a conviction 
upon the new indictment under the law of 1888, 
which prescribed no minimum limit, it would be 
clear evidence of his malignity. 


I cannot believe the judge was entirely unmindful 
of this situation nor of the advantage it gave him for 
the gratification of the pique he manifested. 

Tae trial went on through Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, a part of the performance being the assignment 
as attorney to defend Mr. Harman of a gentleman 
who had so little understanding of the case and its 
real merits that he made the whole proceeding 
ridiculous by his efforts to convince the jury that 
Mr. Harman was insane. No one knew better than 
the judge the deep-dyed infamy of thus pouring 
ridicule upon the good old man’s earnestness. Had 
the judge improved some of the instructions in his 
duty, the obtrusion of which so rufflad his trumpery 
dignity, he would hav shown greater wisdom and 
more fitness for his office than he did show. 


I am informed that Mr. Harman protested against 
this outrage until he was silenced by the judge by 
actual physical force and could protest no longer, 
the bailiffs being called upon to compel him to keep 
his seat. 

I arrived Friday morning in time to hear a very 
unfair charge from the judge. He spoke mildly of 
the several counts in the indictment. In a former 
Opinion he had spoken of the multitude of counts 
(38 Fed. Rep., 829). Asa matter of fact they were 
piled up to such a number as to very clearly indicate 
a dishonest purpore on the part of the person who 
prepared the indictment. He rejected the old, silly 
definition of obscenity, and substituted one quite as 
silly end possibly more dangerous to the defendant. 
It was as follows: “A matter is obscene when it is 
offensiv to chastity. Presenting that which delicacy, 
decency, purity forbid to be exposed.” As to the 
suggestion of insanity the judge mercilessly turned it 
against the poor defendant, though it was not Mr. 
Harman’s plea but his lawyer's, by saying to the 
jury, “Insanity is a defectiv power of the will—it is 
an inability to realize the effect of an illegal act. 
You are not to confuse insanity with other matters. 
It does not follow that because a man is an enthusi- 
ast or a fanatic or a crank that he is necessarily 
insane. It does not follow because a man asserts his 
will against the will of all the world that he is insane.” 
The judge craftily omitted to tell the jury that if 
they found Mr. Harman to be an enthusiast, a fanatio, 
or a crank, that condition was, to the extent to which 
they found it to exist, an assurance of his sincerity 
and honesty and of the absence of criminal intent. 
Oa that point the judge charged what was clearly 
bad law, “That it does not relieve a party from the 
Operation of the law because he sincerely believes 
that the matter is not obscene,” and omitted to 
charge what he had previously declared (and with 
good reason) to be the law, “That the question of 
obscenity in any particular case must depend largely 
on tbe place, manner, and object of its publication,” 
and “That if the writer was in good faith attacking 
some great flagrant wrong, the use of plain language. 
although offensiv to ears polite, might be permitted.” 

There was no suggestion from the court that the 
jury were judges of the law as well as of the fact. 
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judge simply said 
left you.” ES i 

Thus Harman was bilked. 

At the conclusion of the charge, 
acted for Mr. Harman called the attention of the 
court to my presence. I could do nothing but 
throw the responsibility for the situation upon the 
court, where it rightfully belonged. 

I will say in conclusion, that I do not believe there 
WAS aly disposition or intention on the part of the 
prosecution nor of the court that Mr. Harman: 
should hav a fair trial. E». W. OAAMBERLAIN. 
— 


Concerning Liberalism, Obscenity, and Injustice. 


To van Enor or Tas Trura Szexer, Sir: In 
your editorial headed, “A Queer State of Things,” 
in Taz Taura Srexer of April 19th, you close by 
inviting your friends to study the matter a litte 
more closely. I hav been studying this matter a 
good deal all along, and would like to report conelu- 
sions. Much of what you say in that editorial can 
not be well disputed by anyone who makes any 
claim to stand up for freedom of expression of opin- 
ion, but, of course, that is a claim upon which many 
folks think they. are most consistent whom you hav 
shown to be il-Liberal and inconsistent in their eriti- 
cisms of your remarks upon the Harman O'Nail pab- 
lication. One is apt to think that, when a man like 
Mr. Harman is in the clutches of the law, it is rather 
unsympathetic, if not unfriendly, to criticise his acts 
as sharply as you did, but it should be remembered 
that Mr. Harman himself has not been kind to him- 
self. At the time of publishing the O'Neil letter he 
was already under indictment, approaching trial on 
another affair, and so, in publishing the O'Neil letter 
in such an emergency, he adopted a policy which, 
from any politic point of view, must be regarded as 
extra hazardous. It may be quite right to shout, 
“No popery,” whenever I want to, but if I should 
take the notion to do it in some crowds, I would be 
apt to get my head split open, and could hardly ex- 
pect sympathy from my friends all around. So 
your criticism of the O'Neil letter could certainly 
not do Mr. Harman as much harm, under the circum- 
stances, as his own act had done. On another point, 
however, I differ from you. You think Mr. Harman 
ought not to hav published the letter without send- 
ing private notices in advance to each subscriber 
that it was about to be printed. 

It seems to me that readers of Lucifer for a year 
or two previous to the printing of the O'Neil letter, 
should hav been prepared for that letter, and ought 
not to hav been surprised by its appesrance. The 
policy of the paper had been sufficiently and frankly 
stated all along. The publication of the letter was 
consistent with its well-known policy. Now comes 
in the question whether the letter was obecene. By 
its origin and make-up we would take that word to 
mean the displaying of anything which ought not to 
be displayed. A thing is obscene which is seen out 
of place. Nudity is not obscenity in one’s own 
private apartment, whereas nude exposure in public 
places is considered an obscene act. In many a 
surgical clinic exposures sre made before several 
hundred persons which would doubtless be con- 
sidered obscene by any but medical students who 
are there for a purpose and for a proper purpose and 
know that there is no obscenity in the proceedings 
because they are proper under the circumstances. 
A manure heap is all right in à back yard. Every- 
one expects to see it there, but on the front porch, 
even so much of a manure heap as may be tracked in 
on the heel of the boot becomes an obscene thing. 

Next the question arises, whether such accounts of 
sexual perversity as stated by Dr. O'Neil, should find 
place in any publication other than a medical journal. 
They are not often seen even in medical journals— 
perhaps owing to the natural disinclination of even 
medical men to say much about them. But from 
what I know of the profession, I am sure that s large 
number of physicians systematically repress or con- 
ceal a great deal in the way of vice and abuse which 
ought somehow to be denouncad and abated. See- 
ing no ready eure for it, they doubtless think the 
least said the better, but I think that because of their 
silence and desire to save themselvs from unpopu- 
larity, they are more or lesa responsible for the con- 
tinusnce of evils which they constantly see, but do 
little to abate. 

Outside of the medieal profession come up honest 
men like Harman who propose to do something 
about it, and it may be they wil blunder in their 
efforts, but in their earnest, honest purposes Í con- 
tend that they hav a right to work for a better state 
of things without taking any professional degrees. 
I cannot see why phyeieians should be allowed frer- 
dom of discussion on these matters any more than 
well-mesning philanthropists who are willing to un- 
dertake Herculean labors in Augean stables that the 
doctors prefer to ignore. The abolition of the laws 
in England in reference to contagious diseases and 
the licensing of prostitution was accomplished by 
earnest reformers, many of them women, who suf- 
fered much ostracism simply because it was impos- 
sible to.effect their object without bringing to public 
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notice many very unpleasant particulars. I doubt if 
what Harman published ie any more objectionable 
than things which hav been published with a view 
to abolish the confessional; but now that Lucifer’s 
field of work is known, and since it is a necessary 
though an unsavory task he has undertaken almost 
single-handed, it is hardly fair to consider anything 
which is likely to appear in its columns ag obscene 
or out of place, and those like Mrs. Whitehead, who 
cannot bear the melodor of an investigation, can 
easily cut themselvs off its list. l 

From the little information already received con- 
cerning Mr. Harman’s conviction on the Markland 
and Whitehead letters, it looks as though he had 
been railroaded through that trial by a pack of 
hounds, as officials, who didn’t dare to giv him a 
fair show to clear himself, and so I say, whatever his 
would-be friends may think of the last and untried 
charge, they should neverthelees do all in their power 
to help him at this moment, when he stands con- 
victed on the Markland and Whitehead corre- 
spozdenec—letters which we must not allow to be 
indictable under the existing law—and which con- 
viction we ought all to resent and denounce, and, if 
possible, reverse by an appeal to a higher, to what 
may be a less hell-bent, barbarous, and hot-headed 
court. Yours always for the under dog, 

E. B. Foors, Ja. 


_— ——d$—9—4»— — —  ——. 
Lectures and Meetings. 


W.F.JawrgsoN recently delivered four lectures at Des 
Moines, and two at Taintor, Ia. Address him at the former 
place. 


Tue Des Moines Daily News said: ‘The lectures by W. 
F. Jamieson at Good Templar Hall yesterday afternoon and 
evening were well attended, and the audience was well 
pleased. Mr. Jamieson will be in the city one week longer, 
and next Sunday afternoon will lecture on the East Side 
upon the labor question, or ‘‘ Bellamy’s Dream ;” in the 
evening at Good Temp!ar’s Hall, subject: t‘ Has Jesus any 
Followers on Earth?” 'The Liberals concluded to hire a 
larger hall, the Capital City Opera House. 


Ar the Liberal Club Friday evening, May 2d. Col. A. H. H. 
Dawson will speak upon ** The Modern Press ; ” 220 East Fif- 
teenth street. Tne officers of the club elected at the meeting 
of May 25th were: E. B. Foote, Jr., M.D., president ; E. W. 
Chamberlain, Augustus A. Levy, R. A. Gunn, M.D., vice- 
presidents ; Mrs. A. C. Macdonald, secretary ; Samuel Levin, 
treasurer; Mrs. Cynthia Leonard, librarian; Isaac Rosen- 
borough, W. C. Kidney, James Morris, trustees. Mr. Moses 
Oppenheimer was appointed pro tem secretary during the 
illness of Mrs. Macdonald, who is suffering from acute rheu- 
matism, a legacy from the grip. She will probably not be 
able to read the minutes at the meetings until next fall. 


Mas. Marriz KnEKEZ'8 California lecture engagements for 
this month are as follows: Los Angeles, May 4; Livermore, 
May 6, 7; San Francisco and Oakland, May 11; Santa Cruz, 
May 18, 14, 15; San Jose, May 18; Lodi, May 20, 21; Stock- 
ton, May 25. June 1 she speaks at Sacramento. She may 
be addressed in care of Freethought, 838 Howard street, San 
Francisco, Cal. The critical observation writer in that 
discriminating journal says of her lecture in that city: 
* Many persons who attended the meeting of the Free. 
thought Society last Sunday evening declared that Mrs. 
Krekel's address was the most eloquent they had ever heard, 
and no doubt they were right. JI expect there is not in the 
ranks of Freethought, or in the ranks of anything else, 
another woman who so combines the reasoning faculty with 
good judgment as to what ought to be said, and the power 
to express it in language that so carries an idea into the head 
that a legible impression is made on the mind. Her thoughts 
are mainly original, and she presents her subjects in fresh 
attire. Yet she makes things so plain that the hearer 
wonders why he had not thought of that before.” 

——— 9 $9 —— ———— 
Something Can Be F earned from It. 
From Secular Thought. 

The symposium on the destructiv and constructiv aspects 
of Freethought published by Taz Truta Szzxzn is an inter- 
esting series of papers. The authors are Ingersoll, Watts, 
Captain Adams, “ Saladin,” and fourteen or fifteen others— 
all leading lights in the Secular world. The series taken 
together forms perbaps one of the most valuable aids to a 
complete understanding of the Secular platform it is possible 
to find. The subjects of the severa! papers are as follows: 
Is there an sffirmativ, positiv, and constructiv side to Free- 
thought? If not, the reason why? If there be, in what, in 
your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 

—— OHO" 

Tr was observed of the Jesuits, that they constantly 
inouleated a thorough contempt of worldly things in 
their doctrins, but eagerly grasped at them in their 
lives. They were wise in their generation ; for they 
eried down worldly things, because they wanted to 
cbtain them, and cried up spiritual things, because 
they wanted to dispose of them.— Colton. 

———— OHO 

Tue mental differences between the lowest men 
and the enimals are less than these between the 
lowest and the highest men. . — Oar theory of 
development explains tbe origin of man and ihe 
course of his histories] development in the only 
natural manner. We see in his gradually sscensiv 
development out of the lower vertebrata the greatest 
triumph of humanity over the whole of the rest of 
nature,— Haeckel, 
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Communications. 


Spiritualism as a Science. 


To raz Eprron or Tax Trors Szexer, Sir: In yours 
of March 15;h, D. B. makes the assertion that Spirit- 
ualism is the outgrowth of science, and that Materi- 
alists stultify themselvs by denying the immortality 
of the “soul.” To this I would reply that his 
doeirin is in direct opposition to the laws of nature 
and therefore cannot be in harmony with science. 
The fundamental law of nature and science is that 
relating to the conservation or transmutation of 
energy, which teaches that matter or force is trans- 
mutable from one form of energy into another, but 
that in the entirety of its various phases and forma- 
tions it can neither be diminished nor increased ; in 
other words, that not one tittle can be subtracted from 
or added to the sum total ofall existences. Viewing 
Spiritualism from this, the most important of all 

_ stand pointe, its fallacy must become apparent, for is 
it not claimed that with the ushering of every new 
“ soul” into the world the sum total of all existences 
is iccreassd? It is not asserted that a transmuta 
tion of matter or force into souls is going on, or that 
soul substance is derived or extracted from matter 
as this would result in its eventual declension and 
fiaal extinction, but that matter or force can produce 
souls—through the conception and birth of humar 
being:— without impairing or diminishing the 
properties and number of the atoms from which said 
“souls” were derived. It might as well be claimed 
that ten qarts of sweet milk might be made out of 
two pinte. The fallacy of the doctrin of immortality 
can therefore almost be mathematically demonstrated. 
It is conceded by ail scientists that there is as much 
matter—or force appearing as such—in the universe 
"43 there was we will say a hundred million years ago. 
Bat how many “souls” were bora into existence 
within that time passes our comprehension. If this 
vast number of spirits still exists, the sum total o! 
all existences has increased to that extent, but ar 
atoms remain virtually the same through all eternity 
no transmutation of “matter” into soul or spirit 
suhstauce ean hav taken place. 

From what, then, was this spirit 
derived? 

Matter or forca is the same now as ever. It has 
lost noae of its properties, nor deteriorated in qual 
ity, as it is indestructible. If soul-substavce had 
emanated from it, there would soon ba nothing left 
but a1 inert residue. And then its soul-producing 
property would cease. Matter or force can therefore 
not possibly produce immortal souls. It can be re 
converted into its primordial elements, but can never 
matamorphose itself into spirit substance. It would 
result in the annihilation of the energy of which ali 
go-cal'e] material bodies are composed. 

Mr. B.'s assertion that the disclaiming of immor 
tality stultifies man is on a par with the Christiar 
whine, “© What will you giv us instead?” Giv yov 
instead of what, Mr. B.? Instead of a castle in the 
sir? Instead of a figment of fancy? I see you 
want to strike a sharp bargain! You want us to giv 
you something for nothing. Open your hand and 

- let us see first whether there is anything in it before 
we think of cffering you something “on sight, un- 
seen.” But, seriously speaking, if you are so confi 
dent of possessing immortality, how can we take it. 
or you barter it away? You virtually admit that 
you can be deprived of immortality—by the mere 
exercise of reason! You would not a-k, “ What wili 
you giv us instead ?" or assert that a denial of eterna! 
life stultifies man, if you really felt convinced that 
it is your irrevocable heritage, and therefore not 
subject to exchange for an equivalent. You propose 
to resign your claim to a shadow if we can giv you 
something of substantial value, showing how little 
faith you hav in immortality yourself. You shrewdly 
want to exchang® the visions of a dream for & sub 
stantial reality, for something that it is not in the 
power of nature or man to giv. 

But is there not gross egotism and rank conceit at 
the bottom of this belief in immortality? In India 
there is a sect called Anthropomorphites who believe 
that the almighty exists in every human being. How 
inspiring, to consider that we poor earth-worms are 
pert, and pareal of the supreme being. And how 
debasing and “ stultifying” to think that we are de- 
void of this deistical “attribute.” If Mr. B. were to 
imagin hinréelf to be the almighty in toto, how stul- 
tified he wouid no doubt feel to be convinced that 
he is not superior to other mortals. Well, his aspi- 
rations do not reach quite that high, but they are 
not far removed from it, he fancying himself to be 
an immortal spirit. 

But what is the most stultifying, to believe the 
truth be it what it may, or to argue yourself into im- 
possibilities? Is it not stultifying reason to suppose 
that, after the organ of mind, or soul, is destroyed 
soul can still continue to be evolved from the decom- 
posed matter? Are you in quest of truth, Mr. B., or 
of “soft soap?” If of the latter, you can purchase 
plenty of it behind the portals of any church edifice. 
Sycophansy wil! there turn you into, if not the 
almighty himself, at least his veritable image. 
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No, Mr. B., you must not ask of nature any more 
than she is able to giv. Would she not play false 
with matter if she were to extract thousands of souls 
from it every hour, never giving anything in return? 
Wouid her spirit reservoir not soon become ex- 
hausted? If spirit-substance is extracted from mat- 
ter, it is robbed of its most precious property, which 
is in direct contravention to all known laws of 
science. But do we behold any deterioration that 
would necessarily follow if soul-substance were con- 
stantly withdrawn from matter, or what we conceive 
as such? No, the mind-force that was temporarily 
extracted has been returned, that new bodies and 
new minds may be evolved. Life and consciousness 
are eternally developed, but at the end of the period 
allotted to each conscious being, nature demands 
every tittle of the loan in return. 

And, by the way, is life immortal so desirable or 
pleasant to contemplate? Picture to yourself the 
dread monotony of such a life for thousands, millione, 
trillions of years, and who would not then lie down 
to rest, even to “a sleep that knows no waking ?” 

As for the so-called spirit manifestations, if they 
cannot be explained in accordance with the teachings 
of science, or of the psychological laws of mesmer: 
ism, we must look for their elucidation in the realm 
of jugglery or legerdemain. H. WETTSTEIN. 

Marengo, Ill., April 10, 1890. 


—eor o 


“In Search of a” Theory. 


Tur Trora Sxzrxrn, both by its Editor and corre- 
spondents, bas recently had much to say on “In 
Search of a Spirit." I also hav something to say on 
the same line, but under the above heading. While 
the experience of the Editor with Dr. Slade and tbe 
Keeler brothers no doubt was not satisfactory, still 
other investigators, with other media, hav had most 
wonderful manifestations occur in their presence, un- 
der circumstances utterly precluding the hypothesis of 
fraud, collusion, hallucination, or hypnotism. Ii is 
to some of these facts I now call attention and ask 
for a theory that wiil satisfactorily explain them on 
any other supposition than that of a spiritual origin. 
A fact is cold and stubborn. It will not be ignored 
or carelessly brushed aside. It demands recognition 
and investigation, no matter if the process should 
dash to pieces the most cherished and pleasing the 
oretical structure. I invite Materialists to candidly 
present a theory that shall account for the facts 
which follow, on a rational and scientific basis, or £o 
modestly hold their peace till some one more wise 
than they shall hav performed this task in accordance 
with their pet supposition that physical death ends 
ail personal consciousness. 

For over thirty years I hav been a Materialist. 
During that time I hav never failed to embrace all 
available opportunities to investigate alleged spirit- 
ual phenomena. In these researches I hav met and 
uncovered some frauds of gigantic proportions. I 
aav also met media who were honest beyond ques- 
tion, and hav been confronted with enough phenom- 
ana which were inexplicable on any known laws of 
mental or physical philosophy to fill several numbers 
of Tux Trora Szexer, even if briefly stated. For 
these phenomens, or rather the newer portion of 
tbem, I want to find a reasonable theory, for which 
Iam hunting diligently. I do not want dogmatic 
denial. I do not want to be told by you or your 
readers that this evidence is second-hand; that 
you or tbey were not personal witnesses. I already 
know this fact, and I also know something of the 
cules of evidence and the value of testimony. The 
testimony I offer to your readers is just as reliable 
and no more second-hand to them than was your 
testimony to them of any possible experience you 
could hav had with Dr. Slade, the Keeler brothers, 
or any Other media. Neither do I wish to be told 
that the individuals whose names I will mention are 
cranks or fools, who would be willingly deceived, for 
they are all of more than average intelligence and 
whose reputations are of the very best, whose word 
would be taken without question on any other sub- 
ject, and who are ready to be sworn that the follow- 
ing statements in reference to this subject are true. 
So, as an impartial attorney, I present the case to 
the jury of your readers, and ask them either to ac. 
cept the facts for what they purport to be or to pre- 
sent a theory for their explanation that shall possess 
the elements of satisfaction, fairness, and common 
sense. 

Leaving the great volume of alleged spiritual phe- 
nomena I hav encountered in former years, I shall 
confine myself in this letter to but one phase of me- 
diumship, to wit, independent slate-writing, and to 
but one medium, Mr. W. Mansfield, and to phenom- 
ena which hav occurred in Boulder, Col, within 
the three weeks: last passed. It is proper to state 
that Mr. Mansfield hag been the guest of myself and 
wife at our home near Boulder for the period just 
nemed, a member of our family for the time, and 
under such circumstances as to convince us that he 
is an honest man in every respect. Either you or 
any of your readers can hav the opportunity of test- 
ing his mediumship and his honesty at the Cassadaga 
Lake, N. Y., Spiritualistio Camp Meeting which 


wil commence the last week in July. Until that 
time he will be in Colorado. I am thus particular 
only to afford you or any of your doubting readers 
the opportunity to satisfy themselvs by a personal 
test, should they question the correctness of my 
statements, or feel sufficient interest in the subject 
to take the trouble. 

Mr. Mansfield gave sittings to Mr. Develing, a 
prominent, level-headed citizen and business man of 
this place, also to his estimable wife. The slates 
were thoroughly cleaned by them. A*small piece of 
pencil was dropped between the slates by Mr. Mans- 
field. The slates were on the table, in broad sun- 
light, the hands of the parties on them all the time, 
and at no time was it possible for Mr. Mansfield to 
manipulate or tamper with them without instant and 
complete detection. The sitters and medium were 
total strangers to each other. With the slates thus 
placed and guarded, communications were written 
inside the closed slates from their three sons, in their 
own handwriting, signed by their full names, and the 
signature of one, at least, a facsimile of his sigt- 
nature as written by his living, bodily band. The sit- 
ters distinctly heard the movement of the pencil inside 
the slates while the writing was being executed. The 
asture of the communications thus given bore un- 
mistakable internal evidence that the messages were 
written by the identical persons who claimed to hav 
written them. 

Mr. Charles Dabney, a citizen of this place for 
thirty years, a reliable and wide-awake business man, 
who has filled acceptably several offices of public 
trust, together with his excellent wife, received mes- 
aages from their son and daughter and a very dear 
friend, under precisely similar test conditions, with 
equally as strong internal evidence of the personality 
and genuinness of the messages. They also dir- 
tinctly heard the writing between the slates while it 
was going on. 

Mr. J. K. McGinnis, another reliable citizen of this 
town, his wife and daughter, also each received mes- 
sages written in the closed slates, while in their 
hands, which they had never left from the time they 
had washed them till the messages were written. 
They all distinctly heard the writing while being 
done. The interna] evidence was even more strong 
here than in the other cases, besides containing a 
most remarkable prophecy relativ to an absent 
daughter, which was literally and unexpectedly ful- 
filled within the time stated. These parties were 
also total strangers to Mr. Mant field. 

Yesterday, April 12:h, Mrs. Carrie Case, a lady of 
our acquaintance, while visiting us, had a sitting 
with Mr. Mansfield in our parlor. The sun was 
streaming into the room through two large windows. 
Mrs. Case washed the slates and Mr. Mansfield 
placed a small bit of pencil between them. They 
were then closed and placed on the table between 
the parties, the hands of Mrs. Oase on the slates all 
the time. My wife was also called into the room 
and the three took the slates in their bands, gripping 
them together tightly as possible. While thus held 
the pencil was distinctly heard writing between the 
slates. When they were opened a message was found 
purporting to come from the favorit son of Mrs. 
Case, who had been dead some eight years, which 
could not hav contained more internal evidence 
that it was written by him if his own living human 
hand had guided the pencil. In this case, also, the 
medium and the sitter was total strangers. These 
cases are only a small part of similar ones occurring 
in the presenc. of Mr. Mansfield while in Boulder. 

Here are facts which can be verified by the oath or 
affirmation of witnesses whose testimony would be 
taken in any court and in any cause relating to the 
material world. The medium testifies that the 
writing is done by the spirits of those who once 
cecupied a human body and yet liv and love. in 
spirit life. The witnesses testify that the medium 
could not possibly hav done the writing by any 
agency exclusivly his own. The pencil was moved 
by an intelligent agent unseen by any of the psrties 
present. The communications were to the point, in 
answer to questions written by the sitter, folded,. 
kept away from and unseen and unknown by the 
medium, purporting to come from the spirits ad. 
dressed. In each case the body cf the message bore: 
unmistakable internal evidence of the personality of 
the writer. In one case, at least, information was 
conveyed which was absolutely unknown to either 
medium or sitter, bacause it was a future event, 
which literally took place as predicted. 

Now let us briefly review these facts and see what 
can be made of them. That they are facts is beyond 
question. I think it may be safely claimed that 
human language can be written only by human 
beings. 

If there is any other means by which spontaneous. 
human thought can be clothed in written human 
language, it is unknown to the present race of mer, 
and has been unknown in all the ages of the past. 
Human science and philosophy are both dumb in the 
presence of this phenomenon. The statement that 
science will yet develop the occult force that can per- 
form this feat without the aid of disembodied spirits 
is in the nature of a prophecy, largely made up of a 
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wild and childish faith, and is only used by objectors 
because no better explanation can be offered. 

If, then, 80 far as we know, human language can 
be written only by human beings, and the fact is es- 
tablished that intelligent, relevant human language 
was written without visible human agency, it follows, 
with a fair degree of logic, that a human being, invis- 
ible to the natural eye, did the writing. This 
granted, what can we do but accept the statement of 
the intelligence guiding the pencil, that it is the 
identical, living, conscious, though unseen, spirit it 
claims to be? How much more sensible and satisfy- 
ing is this hypothesis than the preposterous one that 
blind force has all this power and intelligence, to be 
furnished to order, in bundles to suit, dug up from 
the vast universe of the attributes of matter, and 
only to hoodwink and befool poor, hoping mortals. 
The ignorant, orthodox explanation that it is the 
work of the devil is respectable in comparison. How 
much less the stretch of credulity would be to 
suppose that the life that animaces this body is the 
real man, unseen as much while wearing it as when 
it is put away in the change called death, and retain- 
ing all that really constitutes the ego as completely 
as while wearing the fleshly garment. 

Come, now, brother Materialists, let us reason to- 
gether on these facts. Tet us not “search for g 
spirit ” quite so much, and giv a little honest effort 
to find a sensible un-spirifual theory to account for 
them. A majestic wave of the hand has not much 
argument in it, you must allow. A fact is brutal in 
that it will not submit to be brushed aside by those 
who deny it. It will forever stare one in the face, if 
it be a fact. Dogmatic and unreasoning denial can 
no more destroy it than can the pope’s bull drive the 
comet from the sky. Then how did the fact get 
there? What brought it to view? These are the 
vital questions to answer. 

Before leaving your readers for the present, I beg 
of them, as Liberals, not to be so infernally illiberal. 
It is a lesson they need to learn. Spiritualists are 
substantially in the same procession with the Mate- 
rislists in the battle for universal mental liberty. 
They outnumber Materialists more than ten to one. 
They are the most numerous patrons of Tux TRUTH 
Srrxer and all other Liberal publications. Yet, al- 
leged Liberals too often turn their childish, not to 
say bitter and senseless, guns on their friends. This, 
I need scarcely say, is wrong in every way. This is 
why the American Secular Union is so puny, with 
not much hope for future strength. Even to me, a 
Materialist, the unprovoked attack on the faith of 
the Spiritualists, both from the Liberal press and ros- 
trum, is most tiresome and discouraging. It is time 
for the professed Liberals to stop such unmanly non- 
Bense. Jos, Worrr. 

Boulder, Col., April 13, 1890. 

———— eoe 
ore About that Search. 


I hav been much interested in the articles in Tux 
Truru Seeger by Burr and McArthur on Spiritual- 
ism, also in the Editor's Search for a Spirit, published 
in the Annvat, and it occurred to me that he was not 
at all anxious to find one, but went along with his 
friend to please him. Now,I hav the most profound 
respect for the Editor of Tur Turn SEEKER, for he 
is Liberal enough to admit both sides of any question 
in his paper, so that all may hav a fair hearing. He 
also is striving to make this world better, if he does 
not believe in any Other, and doing that which he 
considers the most needed to bring about the best 
results. And as long as he seems perfectly satisfied 
to become non est at the grave and say, “Thus far 
and no farther,” I think it is folly and time wasted 
to try to convince him to the contrary. When he 
takes interest enough in Spiritualism to investigate 
for himself and will spend time and money to do so 
and be very anxious to find a “spirit,” then, I think, 
it will be time enough to aid him in his search. - 

I wish that there were more Spiritualists that 
would work as hard as he does to help enlighten the 
people, to bring about more liberty of thought and 
action, and spend less time in hunting angels and 
singing, ‘‘ Nearer, My God, to Thee,” and the “Sweet 
By and By,” and work for something practical in 
this life. But I want to say right here that there 
are Spiritualists in the front ranks of all reforms, 
shoulder to shoulder with the most advanced think- 
ers, who are not afraid of “hurting the cause, 
either.” 

Sach ones will work hand in hand with Fr'end 
Macdonald for the betterment of this world; while 
there is a class of Spiritualists that think it impos- 
sible to work in harmony with a Materialist for any 
good purpose, while to my mind it does not matter 
what he calls himself, whether it be Spiritualist or 
Materialist or Freethinker, as long as he is interested 
in and willing to work for the reforms of the day in 
this life. I think it unfortunate for any person that 
does not know anything of Spiritualism and still 
more unfortunate if they do not want to know. 

But as long as he or she does not think so, they 
do not realize their loss, and are perfectly willing to 
pocket the loss. The phenomenal part of Spiritual- 
ism is very necessary, as it is the foundation of a 
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grand and beautiful philosophy, yet many never get 
beyond the phenomena and are hunting for tests. 
The teachings of Spiritualism in all its phases are 
felt, more or jess, all over the civilized world. Bat 
I am sorry to admit that many Spiritualists are ready 
to go into the churches just as soon as they (the 
churches) will accept spirit communion. 
Pror., A. B. Szverance. 
Milwaukee, April 22, 1890. 


— Or 
Woman Suffrage in Kansas. 


In the April 19th number of Tur TnuvE SEEKER is 
an article taken from the New York Herald, pur- 
porting to be the substance of a dispatch to that 
paper, in regard to the late woman's suffrage vote 
in Kansas. 

The extract has the heading, * Are These State- 
ments True ?” 

. Let us look at some of them a little. 

The narrated incident at Manhattan—where “ one 
of the prominent lady candidates is the proud mother 
cf two fine babi.s born last January,” a “ Mra. 
Williams" whose husband happened to be “an out- 
spoken opponent of woman's suffrage and usually 
spent much of his time electioneering against the 
woman's ticket,” but was kept st home the livelong 
election dey by his wife's ruse in “asking him to 
hold the children for a minute, and basely leaving 
him tied to the house,” having previously “ taken ail 
the ladies of her acquaintance into her confidence ” 
so that “they not only refused to relieve him, but 
prevented him from hiring anyone to take his place 
long enough to go and vote ”—and how he was found 
by a deputation of his party, later in the day, at hie 
home, sitting with a kid on each knee and holding 
two bottles from which they were feeding—all this, 
and more, has such a chestnutiy suggestivness of an 
old Valentine cut bandied sbout years ago as a take 
off on woman’s suffrage, representing a man sitting 
at home on election day with a twin on each knee 
and a nursing- bottle in each hand, while his wife had 
gone to attend the polls, that it seems as if that same 
old reminiscence had chiefly inspired this Herald 
reporter’s yarn. 

Again: “In fifty-seven cities of Kansas elections 
were held last week,” etc. It is quite doubtful if 
there is more than half that number of chartered 
cities in the state of Kansas at the present time. 

Of the six named persons in the article four cf 
them were Jackson, Anderson, Robertson, ard 
Fulkerson. 

In the last paragraph we find: “ Probably Kansas 
City, Kan., [!] showed more clearly the objectionable 
features of woman's suffrage than any other city in 
the state,” ete. 

Then follows an allusion to some low, vile, quarter 
in said city, known as Hell’s Half. Aere, and to its in- 
mates by the generic title of “ hobo,” telling how two 
of the bravest of the electioneering ladies suffered 
themselvs to be escorted through those vile dens by 
some of their tenants, in pursuit of voters, and, at 
last, had to call the police to conduct them away 
again, amid the hootings and jcers of the rabble, eto. 
—smacking, all along, very much of the myth and 
canard. But Kansas City happens to be in the etate 
of Missouri, and no female voting for alderman there 
at all. 

The Herald man’s ignorance of geography seems 
to be the avenging Nemesis to help show up the 
falsity of the whole statement. C. H. Greens. 

Rochester, Mich., April 20, 1890. 


—e 
Mariolatry. 


Not long ago I took up the ZUustrated Catholic 
American, of the date Dae. 18, 1886. In turnirg 
its pages I found a piece which I will send, and if 
you think it would be of interest to your readers, 
you hav my permission to print it. Eva Les. 


A BEAUTIFUL LEGEND. 


One day, while our Lord was walking through 
paradise, he was surprised fo seo a group of persons 
men and women, young aud old—whom he had not 
met before. It seemed strange thst they should 
appear amongst the elect. This affair must be in 
vestigated. “How is this! This is something un- 
usual! Has Peter been remiss in his duty?” 

Thinking thus, our Lord directed his steps toward 
the gate of heaven. There he found St. Peter with 
his large golden keys in bis hand. The master 
looked at the prince of the apostles, who grew pale 
and began to be troubled. However, as his con. 
science did not reproach him for anything, he main- 
tained a respectful silence. 

“Peter,” said the sovereign judge, “I hav just 
seen here some among the elect who are strangers 
to me. I donot suppose that you hav smuggled 
them in, but it may be that you were absent for a 
short time and forgot to close the gate. Now, tell 
me the truth, with all your usual simplicity and frank- 
ness.” 

“Tord,” said St. Peter, “I assure thee I keep the 
gate constantly closed, and open it only after pos- 
itivly assuring myself that those who seek admission 


hav their names, surnames, occupations, and countries 
inscribed in the index to the book of life. It is true 
that sometimes I may be absent, but this happens 
very rarely, and then I always take care to hav my 
brother Andrew take my place; and I hav as much 
confidence in him as in myself.” 

“Tt is very strange," said our Lord. He then 
called to him some of the “suspects” among the 
elect, and mildly questioned them. They gave their 
family and baptismal names, but none could be 
found in the index to the book of life. The master’s 
face became clouded, and St. Peter began to tremble. 
But the Lord said: “Do not be disturbed. I shall 
giv you three days to make an investigation, and pro- 
duce a detailed report.” 

The gatekeeper of heaven lost no time. Intrust- 
ing his keys to St. Andrew, whom he advised to be 
extremely careful, he went in search of the elect 
whose names had not been writien in the book of 
life. 

“How did you get into paradise?" he said to 
them, * you surely did not come in by the gate !" 

“No, sir,” replied an old man, speaking in the 
name of all. “This is how it happened. We 
knocked long and loud at the gate, but in vain; you 
would not open. At length, in deepsir, we went 
around the holy city, vainly hoping that we might 
find some opening in the walls. We found none; 
the walls of heaven are as impenetrable as they are 
beautiful. Suddenly, just as we thought all was lost, - 
we heard a voice, sweeter and more harmonious 
than all the angelic choirs, saying to us, ‘Come, my 
children, come!’ At the same time an opening 
appesred in a wall, which closed just after we entered. 
It is unnecessary for me to tell you who it was that 
called us, and thus mercifully brought ua in?” 

* Indeed," said St. Peter, “ you need sray no more. 
You may be in peace until the sovereign judge givs 
his decision." 

The prince of the apostles then went in haste to 
his master. “Lord,” he said, “ I hav made the in- 
vestigation which thou hast ordered. It is all as I 
had foreseen. It was not at the gate these elect 
entered. It was—it was i 

“Be not afraid; explain," said the king, who saw 
that St. Peter hesitated and trembled. 

“Tt was thy mother who called them and admitted 
them through a break made in the wall.” 

“I thought so,” said the Lord, with a sweet smile, 
* However,” he added, “the book of life must not 
be untrue; the names of these elect must be written 
there. Look again, Peter—not simply in the index 
but in the body of the book.” 

St. Peter obeyed. Scarcely had he turned a few 
leaves when he noticed some lines written in a fine, 
elegant, and evidently a feminin hand. He had 
seen the writing too often before, on supplications 
and petitions, not to know who it wae. Everything 
was now explained ; the Blessed Virgin had written 
the names of the elect in the book of life, but 
neglected or forgot to write them in the index, and 
once more justice yielded to mercy. 

“Poor Peter,” said the prince of the apostles to 
himself, as he returned to his post, “you are but a 
mere turnkey. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the true 
gatekeeper of heaven, or rather is the gate itself. 
Well may Christians often say to her: Fanna Coeli, 
ora pro nobis—gate of heaven, pray for us.” 

————— 91 MM 


Who Wrote These Lines? 


The city of New York is blessed with various 
daily newspapers, and their conduotors are generally 
remarkable for taste and shrewdness. The following 
lines—which were thought by me quite beautiful— 
were sent recently to two of our leading papers for 
publication, with the request to name the author if 
they knew. But the passage never came out. It 
was obtained from a London type-founder's specimen 
book. It ran as follows: 

Learning and Rome alike in empire grew, 
‘And arts still flourished where her eagles flew. 
From the same cause they had their fatal doom, 
. And the same age saw learning fall, and Rome. 
- Much was believed but little understood, 
And to be dull was construed to be good. 
' A second deluge learning thus o'erran, 
And the monks finished what the Goths began. 

It is not difficult to guess whose political track it 
was likely to cross. Davro Brucz. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

——— ee 
A Work, for Its Purpose, Without an Equal . 
From San Francisco Freethought. 
writers contribute to Taz TRUTH SEEKER'S SYM- 
Mein a t Freethought—Is it Destructiv or Constructiv ?" 
now issued in a twenty-five cent pamphlet, and there is 
substantial agreement among them that the question should 
be answered in the afirmativ. As 8 reply to the current 
objection that Freethought is a mere negation, the work is 


without an equal. 
$$ 


A Shackle Breaker. 
From the Better Wav. 


le and is 
Trura SEEKER comes regularly to our tab 

Alle with thoughts that are calculated to free the enslaved 
mind and enlighten it on things that are good to know. 
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A BLASPHEMOUS LECTURE. 

We shall print next week a translation of the 
lecture for delivering which Victor E. Lennstrand is 
now suffering in Sweden imprisonment for blas- 
phemy, having been sentenced by three courts to 
terms aggregating twelve months, with a possibility 
of more indictments and more sentencing. From a 
perusal of the lecture and a careful consideration of 
the particularly “blasphemous” passages, it will 
readily be seen that in civilization Sweden is a good 
many decades behind the age. Her courts appear to 
hav no conception of what is meant by the words, 


freedom of speech. 
oS 1 oe 


Pictorial Arguments Against the Church. 
Additional chapters in the Cartoon Book com- 

pleted during the past week are: 
PIETY IN THE PENITENTIARIES. 

A Religious Procession. 
Tax Atonement SCHEME. 

The Atonement Doctrin. 

Practical Application of the Doctrin. 

The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 

How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 
Tae Lom» anp His Wonxs. 
|. Divine Benevolence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord (two pictures). 

A Few Victims of Divine Benevolence. 
"PRAvxs. 

A Drouth in Cambridge, Ill., in 1887. 

The Christian God No Help in Time of Need. 
Tue Czxzzps. 

What is Christianity? (three pictures). 

The Olamor of the Creeds. 

Sustaining the Creeds. 

The Creedal Fiddle. 

Christianity’s Holy Family. 

Janus. Faced Oreedalists. 

The Creedalists and the Government. 
MISSIONARIES. 

The Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Effort 

(two pictures), 

Christian Missionaries in India. 

Missionary Methods in the Church of England. 

A Poor Rule that Doesn’t Work Both Ways. 


—— — 9 9————— ——. 
The Pieture and Literature Funds. 
Since the last acknowledgment we hav received 


the following sums contributed to maintain Tax 
Teora Seexer as an illustrated journal: 


J. E Perrault.. Jacob Heater............. $1 00 
P. S. Gould.... Jas. Orowell............... 75 
€. C. Fisk....... Dr. E. N. Ogden ........ 1 00 
Leroy Dutton D. R. Fruit................ 50 
J.J. Dirtz......... S. H. Davis.. ............. 1 00 
D. S. August ** Ogeh "...... uiuere 1 00 
G. T Croft... hrs C. W. Doane............. 1 75 


For ‘the gratuitous distribution of Freethought 
literature where it will do good, we hav received 


these amounts: 
1 00/ Josiah Friend............. 
10 00 : 


Oar thanks are hereby returned to these friends 
who hav the cause at heart. 


Some Things that May be Called Vietories. 


'he Washington Liberals are getting away ahead 
‘of the rest of the country. In that state the contest 
for justice began with the incorporation of the state 
aud the drafting of its constitution, and has been 
The result is that 
chaplains are abolished in both branches of the legis- 
lature, and the churches and private religious schools 
Now the 
Secular Union proposes to get the Bible aud secta- 


maintained vigorously ever since. 


and hospitals are taxed, as they should be. 


rian religious instruction out of the public schools. 


winning ticket, writes us: 


ticket must win. 
ing victory. In fact, we had a walk-over. 


men had to say that though the ticket was an Infidel one, it 
was 8 very good one.” 

The writer concludes: 

“Now, Liberals, take a step to the front. Show your 
colors wherever there is an opportunity. Go for the best of 
your men—men without faults. Nominate them, work for 
them, go into the fight with the determination of winning, 
and you will win as we hav done. 

* Many church-members, of course—such as go to church 
because it is the fashion—voted for us here. Why not else- 
where? Let us all work in city, county, and state eleetions. 
Let us make at least a good showing, and then at our next 
national election let us vote for one for president whose 
appearance in the White House would purify the air around 
the capital, and his name would be Robert G. Ingersoll.” 

There is a good deal of encouragement in all these 
victories. Public opinion is coming our way. The 
old creeds are going, and with them is going the idea 
that religion must rule, and be coddled and exempted 
and submitted to as something from heaven. One 
swallow doesn’t make a summer, but we look upon 
ihe events in Washington as significant of greater 
changes still in the policy of government. The dis- 
iurbing Catholic element is helping secularization, 
for it is the only permanent solution of the school 
question, and 8 great many are wise enough to see it. 
The fanatics of the Protestant church also help us, 
for when they call attention to their demands sen- 
sible people, hitherto indifferent because ignorant of 
the subject, conclude that their ultimate object is 
religious tyranny. MReligionists are most dangerous 
when they work silently and underhandedly, keeping 
the people in the dark as to their actions. Let state 
secularization be discussed in the broad light of day 
and the result is not so much a matter of doubt as it 
is of delay to act because of a non-realization of its 
importance. 


Hurrah for Washington ! 
——_——s + ___- 


The Conviction of Mr. Harman. 

As Tuz Trura Szexer goes to press, we hav not 
heard from Kansas as to what has been done with 
Mr. Harman by the United States district court, 
which on April 18th convicted him of mailing obscene 
matter. A motion for a new trial was argued on the 
224 ult , but the result has not been intimated to Mr. 
Harman’s Eastern friends. 

In another place in this issue Mr. Chamberlain de- 
scribes the story of the conviction, so far as he was 
connected with the matter. In Fair Play of last 
week, published immediately after the trial, Mr. 
Walker givs his side of the story, and incidentally 
reflects severely upon Mr. Chamberlain for giving 
bad advice to Mr. Harman. Mr. Harman also ex- 
plains the matter in Lucifer of the 18:h ult. Mr. 
Ohamberlain’s statement our readers hav. Mr. 
Walker says of the trial : 

“The government had asked for conviction on seven counts, 
five for mailing the * Markland letter? and two for mailing 
the ‘ Whitehead letter. The prosecution had not evinced 
a disposition to make a fight on the ‘ Millerite Story’ and 
the ‘Comments on Chavannes Article; Judge Foster inti- 
mating that the former was something of a ‘chestnut.’ 
The jury brought in a verdict of ‘ guilty’ on four counts and 
‘not guilty on three. Meanwhile the grand jury had 
brought in indictments against the defendant for mailing the 
O'Neil letter. The government was ready to proceed with 


the trial of Mr. Harman on these indictments, but he asked 
for & continuance, which was granted, to the next term of 


One incident showing the drift of public sentiment 
in Washington and incidentally what the Liberals 
can do when they mean business, is the result of the 
recent city election in Montesano. A correspondent 
from that place, who appears to hav been on the 


‘The Liberals put up a ticket of their owh with the 
intention of getting there. Our old church-members and 
their herders are working hard to keep the Infidels down. 
Up and down the streets they run, shaking hands and giving 
courage to the holy cause, which was sure to win, they said. 
We did not deny we were Infidels, but said that the Liberal 
We showed our colors and gained a sweep- 
Of course our 
ticket was A No. 1. AN the objections our enemies could 
oppose to us did not amount to anything, and the indifferent 


court. At this point United Btates Attorney Ady entered a 
nolle prosequi in the cases of Geo. Harman and E. C. Walker, 
the fact having been brought out during the trial that the 
former was at work upon a farm, and that the latter was ‘in 
the field’ in the north when the articles complained of were 
published, hence that they were in no way responsible fof 
thelr appearance.” 


' Mr. Walker’s reflections upon Mr. Chamberlain are 
contained in these paragraphs: 


ti The defense wasa botch from beginning toend. In order 
to understand how this came to be so we must go back to 4 
time previous to the publication of the O'Neil letter. It 
seems that Ed. W. Chamberlain, of New York, secretary of 
the National Defense Association, in the course of his Cor- 
respondente with Mr. Harman, wrote that this Dr. O'Neil 
was talking of sending a letter anent the Lucifer case, to 
Judge Foster, as was being done by many others. But after 
talking the matttr over with Attorney Chamberlain thé 
doctor Concluded to write out some of his experiences as a 
physician, and forward the same to Lucifer for publiéation. 
Chamberlain advised Mr. Harman to publish whatever O'Neit 
might write. So great was the Kansas editots faith in the 
New York lawyer's judgment that when the letter from 
O'Neil was received it was handed to the Gompositor tithout 
betng read. 

** Well, the O'Neil letter was printed. David Overinyer and 
G. C. Clemens, able and radical men, tool-headed and infiu- 
ential attorneys, had, up to this time, beeh the counsel of al! 
the Valley Falls defendants. Upon the appearance of this 
foolish letter Mr. Overmyer remonstrated eatrestly with the 
editor of Lucifer. But Mr. Harman was sure his owh meth- 
otis of propaganda were the best. and, tired of ‘the law’s 
delays,’ always il at ease when contemplating a merely 
technical defense, 8nd snxious to hav the question tried 
upon its merits, decided to dismiss counsel and conduct the 
case hifnself. ‘Of course we paid no attention to this dis- 
missal, eaid Mr. Overmyer to the writer. But as weeks 
came and went and other letters, approving, and somewhat 
supplementing n style, that of O'Neil, appeared in Lucifer, 
Mr. Overmyer finally determined to withdraw. 

“Mr. Harman went to Topeka Sunday night, April 18th, 
and on Monday tried to make arrangements for a contihuanée 
fora few days so that Chamberlain could tome in response 
to a telegram and be on hand to defend when the cause 
should be called. It was thought that such an arrangement 
had been previously made, but it seems that there was a 
misunderstanding, and the judge said the case would come 
in regular order Tuesday. Mr. Overmyer acted for Mr. 
Harman temporarily. Tuesday forenoon the case was called 
by the clerk, but Government Attorney Ady said that some 
of their witnesses had not yet arrived and so no more was 
heard of it until Wednesday. In the mean time Mr. Over- 
myer had prepared affidavits for M. and G. Harman, which 
affidavits stated that, as the affiants had understood him, 
Assistant United States Attorney Soper had agreed to fix a 
date for the trial and inform Mr. Harman thereof, giving him 
time to bring on Mr. Chamberlain in response to a telegram. 
Wednesday morning arrived and the cause was called. As 
three members of Overmyer's family were dangerously ill it 
was wholly impossible for him to be in court, he residing in 
one of the most distant suburbs, three miles or more from 
tke center of the city. Mr. Harman read the affidavits and 
asked for a continuance. Assistant Attorney Soper denied 
that he had said what the afflants had understood him to say. 
Judge Foster quickly decided that the trial must proceed at 
once. He said to Mr. Harman that there had been ample 
time given for preparation for defense; that Mr. Chamber- 
lain could not in reason expect this court to delay its busi- 
ness and keep all the witnesses away from theirs, merely to’ 
convenience him.” 


This matter is explained by Mr. Chamberlain in 
his statement, and we can but think that Mr. Walker 
has done Mr. Chamberlain a gross injustice in his 
comments. This view is further supported by Mr. 


Harman's statement in Zucifer, as follows: 

, “It will be seen by reading the somewhat lengthy affidavits 
in the column headed ‘ Topeka Notes,’ that I was compelled 
to go into trial under very embarrassing circumstances. 
Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens hav lately withdrawn from 
the defense of the senior defendant, on account of difference 
of opinion as to the best line of defense. I had made arrange- 
ments to hav E. W. Chamberlain, ‘of New York, to come and 
assist me, as advisory counsel at least. Mr. Chamberlain 
agreed tocome only on condition that he be notified definitly 
as to the day set for trial, so that no time should be lost in . 
waiting. This date, after making diligent effort to ascertain, 
we failed to find out. When the affidavits referred to were 
presented we had been informed by telegram from Mr. 
Chamberlain that he would start at 6 o'clock Tuesday 
evening—time required to reach Topeka about forty-eight 
hours, 80 that, reasonably speaking, he was then—10 a.m. 
Wednesday—about one-third of the distance on his way to 
the capital of Kansas." 


On the trial itself we must quote both Fair Play 
and Lucifer, to get an intelligent understanding of 
it, for it has occurred to no one of the parties in- 
terested to make a plain, unvarnished statement of 
the case. Everyone seems to hav some ulterior 
motiv hidden away, and some particular theory to 
support. Mr. Walker’s account is as follows: 

** Judge Foster appointed Colonel Bradley as counsel for 
Mr. Harman, the latter evidently supposing that the attorney 
would aid him in the examination of the jury, only, leaving 


him free to conduct his own defense, otherwise. But the 
sawyer stuck to him through it all. The jury was impaneled, 


and duly examined, one iman bein 
fene, aud rejected. 

.* Colotiel Bradley how oütlined the théoty of the defense. 
He said thàt they would maintain, first, the articles were 
ħot deposited to be mailed as charged in the indictment, and, 
Becond, if they were so deposited, then Harman was insane, 
às tio man, Whose intentions were godd, would attempt to 
disseminate such unutter&bly filthy matter. This announce- 
iment fell like a dynamite bomb, creating a most decided 
-Bensation. Probably neatly all in the totrt footh fully ex- 

ectetl to see Mr. Harman arise arid hear him repudiate the 
ihe of defense ahnounced by his counsel, but he kept his 
hebt and remBined silent; although subsequently, on the wit- 
fiebs Btand, he declared he was perfectly sane, and also, when 
Bradley was making his closing ‘digutneiit to the jury, he 
Attempted to dischärge him. But during the process of the 
trial, with these eXceptions, ‘ insanity,’ ‘ inonomania, ‘ ġe- 
inentia,’ étc., were the Gards played by the dttotney, while 
his client &&t therë, a helpless victim of adverse cir&um- 
bt&nbed, his own deal; and the very peculiar tactits of an 
Bribtocratió member of the New York bar—who did not put 
in án appearance until the čase had gdne to the jury. 

‘t Colonel Bradley introdiiced for the defense most of the 
Witiesses previously called by the government. These were 
Beighborá of Mr. Hariman’, men Who had known himi for 
Many years, and they all, with the eXception of the prose- 
cliting witness, Simpson, testified that his private character 
Was the very best. Most of them thought he was ‘off’ to 
& greater or less extent. This testimony was intended to 
support Bradley’s theory that the defeodant was a very good 
man who was ‘out of his head’ on the subject of the sex 
relations, this ntonomania havitig been caused by. ‘ brood- 
ing’ over the matter for a long time. Only those who know 
how earhestly Mr. Harman has striven to make this defensiv 
fight upon the ground of principle, who realize how intensely 
he detésts anything looking like ‘compromise,’ ‘ expedi- 
ency" or ‘policy,’ can ithagin how gratingly upon bis ear 
fell from the lips of his attorney thése and similar ež- 
pressions, referring to himself: ‘Poor wounded mind; 
‘peculiar appearance;’ ‘poor demented fellow here;' 'be- 
cause you yourself [the jurymen] are not inflicted ag he is ;’ 
! visitation from the almighty Gud sits heavily upon him; 
*deinented;! ‘weak;’ ‘insanity;’ 'weak-miinded. In ad- 
dition to all this Bradley vied with the prosecution in 
denunciation of the indicted articles. Whatever he may 
hav thought of them, this denunciation was part of the work 
of defense. His witnesses had established his presumption 
that the defendant was personally pure; therefore he must 
be insane to publish such ‘ vile’ stuff, and the viler he could 
make it appear to be, the more unusual and ‘ unreasonable’ 
the opinions of Mr. Harman, the stronger would be the in- 
sanity theory. Once, it is true, he covertly or carelessly de- 
fended the publication of the Markland letter, but he 
atoned for his indiscretion by the increased virulence of the 
epitheta which he afterwards bestowed upon the un- 
fortunate missiv. With all reasonable minds, however, his 
explanatory defense would greatly outweigh his vituperativ 
denunciations. Had the jury said reasonable minds? is the 
question.” | 


That is the way it looked to Mr. Walker. This is 
the way Mr. Harman viewed his attorney's wonder- 
ful defense: 


“The notes given elsewhere show that I employed Colonel 
Bradley, of Topeka, to assist me in the defense. His line of 
defense wast 

“1. That the indicted articles are not obscene within the 
meaning of the law. 

^ ** 8. The defendant, Moses Harman, did not deposit the 
offending articles in the post-office. 

** 8. On the question of the right relations of the sexes, the 
defendant is a monomaniac—is insane! 

“ Now that the smoke of battle has cleared away I would 
say, to begin with, that, if regrets were ever allowable in re- 
gard to any action done with good motiv, I would now be 
tempted to regret that I selected Colonel Bradley to assist in 
my defense, or more correctly speaking, that I allowed him 
to put in the plea of insanity. 

“ My reasons for allowing that plea to go to the jury were 
briefly these : ` . 

** (a) I felt a little curious to know whether a jury of ordi- 
narily sane men could be found who would adjudge a man 
insane simply because of his earnest and persistent efforts to 
secure to woman her natural right of self-ownership, her 
right to freedom from invasion in the most important part 
of her nature as woman —her gex-: ature, her maternal capa- 
bilities and functions. 

*(D)I was somewhat desirous to know whether my 
neighbors and fellow-citizens would testify under oath that 
they regarded me insane on the above-named question, as 
many of them profess to believe. a 

‘*(c) But by far the most controling reason for allowing 
this plea of mania to go to the jury was that thereby I might 
gain time! When peremptorily ruled to trial, as related 
elsewhere, I entered a solemn protest—and asked that my 
protest should be entered upon the records of the court— 
against being forced into trial without the aid of the counsel 
of my choice when that counsel was already on his way to 
my assistance, and when it was clearly shown to be not my 
fault that he was not then on the ground. I knew that the 
plea of insanity would open up a wider field of discussion, 
and thought it possible if not probable that by this delay the 
final arguments would not be reached till the arrival of my 
counsel. I fully intended all the while to repudiate, at the 
proper time, Colonel Bradley's plea of insanity, as I did re- 
pudiate on the witness-stand his plea that I was not person- 
ally responsible for the mailing of the indicted articles." 


A comparison of these differing statements with 


g Challenged by the dg- 
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that imade by Mr. Chamberlain shows that the blame 
for not being on hand should fall not upon the 
“ aristooratio New York lawyer,” but upon the Kansas 
people who were at cross purposes, thus leaving Mr. 
Harman to conduet entirely his own defense. Hav- 
ing a great, many things to think about, money be- 
ing scarée, and not being used to the turmoil and 
procedure of prosecutions and their defease, Mr. 
Harman made errofs of judgment, with the result 
that he Was convicted a little more expeditiously and 
under more anhoying dircimstduces than he would 
otherwise hav bei 

It is no time now for critici8ms upon anything con- 
neóted with the tril, or with tts cause. Mr. Harman 
has been convicted of an offense he did not commit. 
The matter charged as dbscene in the indictment is 
not of that sort for printing which any man should 
be put in prison. It has, however, proved sufficient 
for the purpose of the prosecution. Whether it is 
their further inteiition to shut him up or to fine him 
we do not know. What they desire is to suppress 
the publication of Lucifer because they conceive that 
its location in Valley Falls is a detriment to the 
prosperity of the town—though it is safe to say that 
without that radical journal the fame of Valley Falis 
would not hav extended beyond the border of the 
state. Their purpose should be thwarted in some 
way. It is probably of no use to go to our Presby- 
terian-elder president for a pardon; Comstock's 
backers hav too much influence there. If the con- 
viction could be appealed from, there isa possibility, 
though not a strong one, that the verdict could be 
set aside. But the only thing, it seems to us, to do is 
for those who hav egged Mr. Harman on in his lingu- 
istic erusade to come to the front and help him out 
of the scrape by seeing to it that Lucifer is kept go- 
ing and that its editor suffers as little as possible. 
It will be too bad for him to bear the burden which 
ought to beshared bya good many more. Vicarious 
atonement never was and never will be a righteous 
scheme. 

———— 2893 —9—————— 


The Alaska Missions. 


In the letter containing his subscription to Tax 
Teora Sxrrxxm, in which he uses his opportunity also 
to vote for the pictures and to pay a handsome com- 
pliment to the paper, our only subscriber in Sitka, 
Alaska, Mr. R. Albertstone, givs some information 
regarding the religious condition of the territory 
and the work of the missionaries there. Since the 
presidency of Mr. Harrison the Presbyterians hav 
been carrying their heads high up in the air, and at 
the same time spsring no efforts to make the govern- 
ment pay them still more munificently for their pres- 
ence. Sitka,a little city of one street, contains eight 
churches and Christian schools, sll subsidized, re- 
ports Mr. Albertstone, by the government, and all 
teaching religion. The Russian government takes 
care of the Greek church to the éxtent of $50,000 
annually, while the Presbyterians received from the 
United States government $25,000 with which to 
build a school, and are drawing annually from the 
treasury another $25,000 with which to support it. 
Besides this, the Greek church makes hundreds of 
doliars annually by exhibiting the church, which is 
very gorgeous, to the tourists; and the Presbyte- 
rians reap a harvest of dollars during the tourist sea- 
son by begging of visitors. So profitable are the 
tourists to the Presbyterians that a brass band of 
twenty pieces is maintained by them, the sole occu- 
pation of which, says Mr. Albertstone, in the sum- 
mer months, is “to entice the tourists from the 
wharf to the great show prepared for them and to 
gather from them donations for the benefit of the 
poor Indians, who are in fact the wealthiest people in 
the territory.” Yet the managers of the missions 
are not satisfied, amd demand greater subsidies. 
Our correspondent, who is a man of some promi- 
nence in Sitka, having been in business there eleven 
years, has been plainly told that unless he joins with 
them in trying to influence the government to in- 
crease the annual grant for the maintenance of 
these mission schools he can never expect to 
succeed financially. 

That the mission schools of Alaska are badly man- 
aged and are no credit to Alaska nor to the churches 
which maintain them is pretty broadly hinted in the 
report which A P. Swineford, then governor of the 
territory, made to the department of the interior last 
year. He names two or three persons, prominent in 
the work, as constant mischief-makers, and asserts 


hat they do not hesitate to lie “about the condition 

of affairs in Alaska for the purpose of exciting the 
sympathies and opening wide the pocketbooks of the 
good Christian people of the East.” He adds: “I 
venture, with the best of motiva and with no other 
view than to promote the success of the good work 
in which it is eogaged, to suggest to the Presbyterian 
Board of Home Missions that a thorough investiga- 
tion of the management of ita missions and schools 
in Alaska will be apt to reveal a condition of affairs 
its officers would hardly be willing to credit on the 
strength of inforaiation in any other wise obtained. 
As a mere indication of what I mean, not wishing, 
not daring to giv utterance to truths struggling to 
escape, I simply call attention to Exhibit F." 

The exhibit to which he calls attention is an 
extract from the Alaskan of June 16, 1888, giving 
an account of the arrest, conviction, and fining of 
the superintendent of the Presbyterian mission 
school for eruel beating two young girls, both 
inmates of the school. The testimony of the com- 
mittee which investigated the charges showed that 
the girls—one twelve and the other sixteen years of 
age—had been beaten with large sticks. On the 
body of one were found nine bruisas. “Three welts 
or cuts the size of one’s little finger" were on the 
other girl’s back. One child received sixty-two 
biows ; the other, thirty-six. The judge also exam- 
ined the backs and arms of the children and was 
“satisfied that the punishment was not moderate.” 
It must, he said, hav required hard blows to produce 
the marks he saw. 

Wherever it is tried, the attempt £o civilize “ hea- 
then” nativs by turning them over to the churches 
to be “educated” is a failure and leada to gross 
abuses of all kinds. In Alaska the delinquencies of 
the missionaries are of several sorts—scruelty to the 
children, interference with government, attempted 
‘bulldozing of citizens, underhand and dishonest 
influencing of government subsidies, and lying about 
the country “ to excite the sympathies and open wide 
the pocketbooks of the good Christian people of the 
East.” Probably all other Christian Indian schools in 
this country are controled by no better men, and the 
practical union of church and state effected in these 
matters is but a disgrace to the churches and a rob- 
bery of the taxpayers. The government should 
build and contro! its own Indian schools. It would 
save thousands of dollars every year by doing so, 
and the children would learn something besides the 
catechism and the Lord’s Prayer. We hope the 
Presbyterian Board of Home Missions has ere this 


acted upon Governor Swineford’s suggestions. 
o 
Marx Berry, & noted musical composer of England, has 
set to music George Remsburg's poetical tribute to Horace: 
Seaver. 


J. E. Remspure’s ** Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?” 
will be published in book form. He will revise it before 
publishing, and desires those possessing any facts or evidence 
relativ to the subject not already published to send it to him. 
His address is Oak Mills, Kan. 


Mx. B. C. Murray, editor of the Sunday Gazetteer of 
Denison, Texas, and who has one of the largest printing: 
establishments in the state, writes thus about a book now in 
process of manufacture, in Tae TROTA SEEKER office: “I 
am pleased to see that you hav decided to giv the public Tar 
. TRUTH SEEKER pictures in book form. The price is much 
lower than I expected. I inclose the money for three copies, 
and willtake two more if you find the sales do not warrant 
the publication.” Asa practical printer Mr. Murray knows 
he will get a big value in size of book for his money, and his 
order for three copies shows what he thinks of ite quality. 


Tnx church papers are printing an anecdote of the late 
Speaker Randall, alleged to be related by J. T. Miller. The 
story is given in the words of Mr. Miller: ‘Two years ago 
I happened to be in the room of the House committee on 
appropriations talking with several members of the commit- 
tee. Randall, then chairman of the committee, sat in his 
place at the head of the table writing letters, and apparently 
paying no attention to the conversation. We talked about 
many subjects, and finally drifted past philosophy on to 
religion. I said nothing on this latter subject, but all the 
others expressed in turn skeptical views of religion. Appar- 
ently Randall was not listening, but when we got through he 
rose to bis feet in that masterful way which made him so 
impressiv in the House, his face stern but bright, and said in 
his crisp way: ‘Gentlemen, Christianity is truth. Tho man 
who doubts it discredits his own intelligence. I hav exam- 
ined this matter for myself.’” For the credit of Mr. Ran- 
dall, we trust his friends will not often repeat the tale. If it 
is true, it simply writes Mr. Randall down a dogmatic idiot. 
If it is not true, it slanders him by making him appear one. 
No really intelligent man in the world will say he knows 
a thing to be true about which no one really knows anything. 
The fundamental assumptions of Christianity are simply 
unprovable, and are so conceded. . 
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Zetters from friends. 


NASBVILLE, Mo., April 4, 1890. - 


Mx. Eprror: I vote for the pictures, and so do all that 


see them. Ww. G. WARNER. 


Ono, Wyoxixa Tzrr., April 7, 1890. 
^ x. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2 for the cartoon book. 
Yours for truth and progress, Mrs. H. M. Brane. 


KALAMA, April 8, 1890. 
Mr. Korror: Inclosed find $6, for which send three 
sopies of the cartoon book when ready. 
Your honest well-wisher, 


Respectfully, 


Gro. G. SVENSON. 


GraNBURY, Texas, April 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Send me the new picture-book. I desire the 
illustrations in a more valuable and permanent shape than in 
the paper. Yours truly, F. C. Busa. 


LovuisviLLE, KY., April 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Mrs. Renwick commences to hoard nickels 
for Heston’s cartoons. She will get there. If you will giv 
me a list of your subscribers in this city, I will try to organ- 
ize. Wu. E. Renwior. 


A BeoxviLLE, ILL., April 14, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav been trying to get some new sub 
scribers. There are a good many Freethinkers here, but all 

re afraid of the church. Record one vote for the pictures. 
I think the pictures are excellent. E. G. Bowzns. 


West Bay, N. 8., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mx. Epiror: Your bold Trurs BegKeER is enlightening a 
few of us here. Freethought was always considered terrible 
this way, for ignorance and religion had no opposition until 
now, but now we hit whenever there is a chance. 
R. MoRax. 


Newark, N. J., April 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I like your paper and the cause it advocates. 
If I was a rich man, I would giv to build up a TRUTH SEEKER 
building. There are plenty of rich Liberals that could do 
80. Respecttully, W. W. Morris. 


San Josz, Jan. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 50. $3 to be applied for 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, $2 to where it will do the most good 
toward the Liberal cause, fifty cents for the book called 
“ Maria Monk." Respectfully yours, Lewis RoTHEMEL. 


ViNELAND, N. J., April 21, 1890. 
Mr. EprToR: I send forthe ANNUAL, the cartoon book, and 
other books as on inclosed list. I am trying to circulate 
Liberal books and papers by lending such as I hav. My 
sending pay for the book of cartoons shows my vote. 
J. S. SHEPARD. 


PooanoNTAS, ILL., April 13, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed fiad money for renewal and the 
ANNUAL. Mychildren tell me to be sure to vote for the pict- 
ures. Thus you see how the pictures affect the rising gen. 
eration. They are seed sown on good ground, which will 
yield a good crop in due time. HENRY KLEINMANN. 


AUBUEN, N. Y., April 19, 1890. 
‘Mr. Eprrog : Being a Spiritualist, Ittink there are sme 
things in Tue Truru Szexex that might be left out to giv 
room for better things, and it would be fully as satisfactory 
to others. There is much that I like, and much that I can 
overlook that I do not approve. WM. A. KIRBY. 


KzarrsG, April 8, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTOR: Inclosed please find $5—twenty-five cents 
for the ANNUAL; fifty cents for the cartoons; $4.25 to my 
Subscription for the best paper I ever read, the grand old 
TRUTH BEEKER. I think the pictures are a great help to the 
young and unthinking, as they show a different side to what 
they hear from the pulpit. D. R. Faurr. 


PrrrerigLD, Mass., April 22, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please send cartoon book when ready, for 
which find inclosed $2. This is a hard town to look for sub- 
scribers to any Freethought papers. You would think so if 
you were here on a Sunday morning. I suppose when a 
lone Freethinker up here dies he will hav to be buried with- 
out any sermon whatever unless one gets a sky- pilot. 
FREDERIOK WEIDMANN. 


Mitton, N. Daz., Jan. 21, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav read your (to me) most valuable 
paper published iu America the last year. Retain the illus- 
trations if possible. I think Heston hits just the kind of 
blows that tell I feel like Mr. Peck. He says, ‘‘ Up and at 
‘em!’ So say I. Do not strangle any individual, but 
strangle the cursed theory of orthodoxy. 8. E. Harenr. 


Boston, Mass., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I am going to celebrate Paine's birthday by 
sending you a new subscriber. I wish I could do more. 
When I see how much there ia to be done and so little time 
to work, I feel that no time should be wasted. Of course I 
know philosophically that we are progressing according to 
the unvarying law of growth, and in tbat sense I am con- 

tent. Long life and success to you, my boy. 
C. FANNIE ALLYN. 


East PorTLAND, ORE., April 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: The Portland Secular Union not long ago 
had the pleasure of several able lectures by Lois Waisbroker, 
author of ** Helen Harlow’s Vow,” ** Perfect Motherhood,” 
and other valuable works. These lectures were delivered in 


relation to Tse Trora SEEEER. 


cause and worthily sustain it- 
believe that the majority of readers here are in favor of the 
pictures being retained, and that these latter form the chief 
attraction to buyers. 


page-picture book, at $2 a volume. 
soon 88 they are out, and I will honor your draft for $6. I 
hope that the book will be a success. 
of us poor Infidels in this town. 
bad. . The probabilities are that you can dispose of at least 
seven books ir Emmettsburg. ` 


thinking of organizing in this town. 
sand members. 


I lay it on the table. 
and I do not see it any more till the next comes again. 


months’ time. 


her usuel forcible, convincing, and pleasing manner. Her 
lectures must of necessity influence every unbiased mind for 
good. For depth of thought, clearness of expression, and 
amount of information we hav seldom if ever heard these 
lectures excelled. Her address is East Portland, Ore. 
Martre BrarspmEr, Secretary. 


ORANGEVILLE, April 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $2 for the new picture 
book. I was one among others that suggested, some time 
ago, to hav these pictures published in book form. I am 
pleased to hav them substantially bound. If I can sell them 
I will send for more. And when you put the last-page pict- 
ures in book form I want one book sure. 
Yours for more light, M. 8. HAXHURBT. 


SvpuEgv, New Sours WALES, eugene 
March 19, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that there is some change possible in 

I hope the Secularists of 

America will appreciate the value of this organ of their 

As regards the pictures, I 


W. Wits. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAN., Jan. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send the ANNUAL and following books. 


I suggest that you get up an index to the Bible, embracing 
about all of the absurd passages in it. 
fully distributed in Sunday-schoo!s, and pasted to the inside 
covers of the Bibles throughout the land, would. be more 
effectiv, and reach more of our deluded brothers and sisters, 
than anything else that can be done to reach them, in my 
opinion. 


Such an index plenti- 


Respectfully, D. C. COLEMAN. 


EMMETTSBURG, Ia., April 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Put me down for three volumes of your first- 
Send them along as 


There are about seven 
Three of us want a book 


Iam glad to see that Agnosticism is fiourishiug. We are 
I wish we had a thou- 
T. J. Proury AND C. E. Conoox. 


Darras, Ons., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $7, for renewal, also one new 


subscriber, also one cartoon book to myself. If I was a 
Vanderbilt I would donate half a million of dollars to John 
Peck and Heston, but as I am not I will hav to be content to 
Subscribe for your paper aud giv &n occasional order for 
books, and will always do my utmost to further the cause of 
justice and truth as advocated by its great champion, TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 
and with an earnest desire for the success of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I remain, 


Wishing success to Heston and John Peck, 


Yours for the truth, 
THEODORE Rok. 


Barge Mirrs, Wis., Feb. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed you will find $6; apply it on my 


subscription for this year, and on the subscription of the 
herein-named friend. Please do not forget to send us all 
numbers you hav published this year; We want to hav the 
Seventeenth volume complete. 
weeks ago, and am highly pleased with it. 
portrait of Robert Burns before, but the works of that great 
poet are well known in Germany, and I read them in the 
language of my country. 


I got a sample copy some 
I never saw a 


HxINRIOR HENNINGS. 


. CULLMAN, ALA., April 18, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Your paper arrives always on Sunday, and 
as soon as I open the wrapper and look over the contents, 
The next thing is, some one steals it, 


Now, I offer $50,000 to any God or ghost to manufacture 
a genuin Eve from a piece of rib taken out of aman. The 


god or gods must perform this Eve creation in the presence 


of a committee of three good Liberal men, within three 


All gods and ghosts are hereby invited to 
earn the above reward. 
I inclose names of friends for sample copies. 


Wx. RioHTER. 


KIMBALL, April 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Through the kindness of a friend at this 
place I hav been reading & few copies of your paper, which 
I like very much, so much so that I hav perused them sev- 
eral times with extreme delight. It may become my Bible 
yet. A few years ago I read our Robert G. Ingersoll's pam- 
phlets, which was the means of my cutting loose from all of 
the sky-pilots’ teachings. I inclose for the paper and the 
ANNUAL. I expect many of your readers hav reading matter 
not in use; if they hav and will send some along, I will see 

it put where it will be read and appreciated. 
Truly yours, Jous M. MoKzx. 


Marion, Conn., April 16, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I spent the last winter in the South, mostly 
in Florida. I would advise some of the heathen mission- 
aries to return to America and see if they cannot halfway 
civilize the negro. The poor negro, I pity him! But I pre- 
fer to remain away from him. You might as well talk Infi- 
delity to a rock as to talk it to the negro. He is too thor- 
oughly saturated with Christian orthodoxy—rather ancient 
interpretation though—for the sense of Infidelity to get into 
him. He is little like some white Christians. He believes 
the Bible before he is born. He believes it without reading 
it. When he does read it he does not get the sense of it— 


and I do not know that anyone else does. I will write ere 
long a more extended account of superstition in the South. 
EpwiN N. BEEOHER. 


LewisPort, KY., April 16, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I will, on my return home, send one year's 
subscription and $2 for your book of pictures. Cartoons 
are the proper thing. I hav some friends to meet in Louis- 
ville, May 1st, who are working up subscriptions for Tai . 
TRUTH SxERER—wOrkingmen, machinists generally, who of 
all people hav a direct interest in driving superstition out of 
the land. Never, never can good government, a firm civili- 
zation, exist with sky-pilots aid joss-houses. They are 
really the only obstruction to life. My opinion is, and has 
been for forty-five years (I am now seventy-five), that the 
clergy is the vilest class on the earth. The blackleg is a 

beauty beside them as a class. Gro. SMITH. 


GEANTYFORK, ILL., April 18, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I see that you intend to get the Heston car- 
toons in TEE TRUTH Szzxzx in book form, which I think is 
a move in the right direction, and the sooner out the better. 
You can put me down as a subscriber for three books for $6. 
And when you get out the biblical part of the cartoons you 
may put me down-as a subscriber. I would suggest that 
you urge John Peck to get his articles written in Taz TRUTH 
Srexer in book form. I put him down as a second Inger- 
soll. Ienjoy reading his articles as well as Ingersoll’s, for 
he strikes right from the shoulder, and puts in red-hot licks 
into the clergy, under which they must crumble and tumble 

and show the white feather. Anton J. KRAFT. 


SenINGWATER, ORE., April 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $5 for the ANNUAL and other 
books named. The author of one of the books, George 
Jacob Holyoake, I know will do to hitch to. He used to 
lecture before our institute, Dudley, England, forty-three 
years ago. He also edited a paper, the Reasoner. It scin- 
tillated the electric sparks of Freethought. He was the 
founder of Secularism, separating the real from the imagi- 
nary, the grain from the chaff. These principles hav become 
deeply imbedded in the minds of the people—are broadening 
and advancing up the hill of time to make the world grow 
brighter. This grand old Trojan has occupied nearly half a 

century in the advocacy of Secular principles. 
E. H. Gurremas. 


Port.-or-Sparn, TgrNIDAD, April 8, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I herewith inclose $11.14 for books. The 
Frzethinkers’ association was finally organized on March 21st, 
and its name is the ‘‘ Freethought League.” We number 
very few at present and cannot as yet afford to come out 
publicly. Weare persecuted by our enemies—Obristians— 
right roundly. We number about thirty, but we hope 
before the year is out to count over one hundred. ‘‘ The 
objects of the League are to encourage ethical culture and 
to disseminate Freethought. As a means to secure this end 
the circulation of Freethought literature must be persistently, 
diligently, and gratuitously performed.” We shall order 
tracts and books nearly every mail from your company. 
We intend to storm the country with them. 
Em. pos GANTOS. 


Warta Warra, Wasu., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 50 for my subscrip- 
tion and two ANNUALS. I hav been unsuccessful in getting 
that new subscriber, but send in a big vote for the pictures 
allthe same. We hav good times at the Union every Sun- 
day night. We hav changed the meetings to 7:30 Sunday 
evenings. We expect to hav Mr. Remsburg here before 
long to giv us 8 course of lectures, and we are going to hav 
& big time. I heard Hev. P Hennberg at the Catholic 
church 8 few nights ago. He told the Catholics that it is 
better to let their children attend no school, but run in the 
streets in ignorance, if they cannot attend a parochial school, 
for once they went to the secular schools they would leave 
the church never to return. I wonder how long people will 

allow such vipers in the country. ARTHUR VENN. 


BumpYssunGH, O., Feb. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprros: I will be one of five hundred Infidels to giv 
$1.50 for a Life of Mr. Paine, of three hundred pages, 
written by W. H. Burr, of Washington. There has been 
six or seven so-called Lives of this heroic philanthropist, but 
knowing as I do that Mr. Burr has made modern discoveries 
pertaining to this immortal champion of human rights, and 
that those discoveries are liable to become unknown to 
future generations, unless preserved by being incorporated 
in book form, I desire to feel of the Infidel pulse of America, 
and see how many, if any, will place their names in a column 
in Tar TRurH Sexrxer for the purpose herein stated. ‘‘ Mod. 
ern Thinkers,” by Denslow, suggests some things that, if 
they could be successfully cleared up, would render hitherto 

uncertain matters plain. B. O. FENTON. 


Darron, Ga., April 14, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: I see in a late copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER a 
picture of Uncle Sam with his trousers strapped down. He 
looks as though he meant business. He puts me in mind of 
8 picture I saw of him down here in Georgia in 1861. 
-He had his breeches strapped down then and meant business. 
He then had a high plug hat and a long-tailed blue coat on, 
and looked quite tall, and said to the gentlemen in the ship 
of state to throw the ** tarnel nigger” overboard or he would 
sink the whole craft. Weare ina worse condition now than 
in 1861. The same political isms as before the war are 
in power North and South, and the negro is stilla hobby to 
fight over. We Freethinkers hav a big job ahead of us to 
perpetuate the republic with those fanatics in power. 8o 
hnrrah for Heston, Peck, and Ingersoll. I want Peck’s and 
Ingersoll’s writings put in a neat volume, so every true 


American can read the truth. I am an old California forty- 
niner, and a Materialist, I am proud to say. You are doing 
more to enlighten the people than any other man now in 
America. W. W. BAKER. 
OxazA, NEB., April 9, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav been a reader of your valuable paper 
for some time, and earnestly desire to see the good work go 
on. I appeal to all Liberals to be up and working for the 
grand cause of liberty and Freethought, and to break down 
these barriers called churches, so detrimental to all human 
happiness and progress. I ask any sane person whose mind 
is not prejudiced, Is not the past history of Christianity rot- 
ten to the core? Are its pages not stained with the blood 
of innocent men? Do not statistics of our penitentiaries al) 
over the land corroborate my statement? Are not nine. 
tenths of the convicts religious people? Does the doctrir 
of Jesus Christ hav a tendency to soften the hearts of peo 
` ple? Does it do good to teach children they can be the vil 
est criminals, and by one application of the blood of Jesu: 
Christ fit them for eternal glory, where they can look witb 
triumph upon their victims writhing in agony in eterna) 
hell? Down with this damnable doctrin of ignorance. Le: 
every man be his own preacher and interpreter. Liv fo 
mankind and happiness here on earth. Let God take care 
of himself. If he is not happy it is no fault of ours. 
EpwaRp J. Boyer. 
New York, April 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: After reading your and Mr. McArthur's 
articles about slate-writing, I wish to ask the question, Can 
one get writing done on slates laid on tables in full, plain 
view, not in contact or held by anybody? I hav never 
visited a spiritual séance, but from all I hav ever read, I hav 
an impression that mediums, so called, can succeed only 
under certain conditions. They need a cabine:; they wan 
darkness; persons present must join hands—that is, b: 
bound—and what not of other conditions and hocus-pocus. 
If asked to believe and to investigate these phenomena, J 
could and would never submit to such conditions under any 
circumstances, because I cannot see, if there are any such 
spirits of deceased persons able and willing to communicate 
with their friends, why they cannot do it in broad daylight, 
without any aid from anybody. All these conditions neces- 
sary to be favorable for successfully working their scheme: 
are foolish, and advantageous to deceive and impose on the 
credulous. These circles may do for amusement, but foi 
rational beings they look more like tomfoolery. In my view 
these mediums are not much better than, and belong in the 
same Class with, the clergy, astrologers, and soothsayers. 
We hav never heard of one useful communication received 
from a spirit. I do not believe in a God, devil, or spirit out. 
side of animals’ bodies or alcohol. There is no use wasting 
money or time under these conditions. Fesp. Kozz.y. 


: Manrtinspure, W. Va., April 3, 1890. 

Mz. Epirog: In the glorious movement for Universa 
Mental Liberty, there are signs on every side of its victory 
over superstition and religious bigotry. I never heard of s 
much skepticism as is manifested. Friends of Freethough: 
and liberty can rejoice at the progress of our cause. I come 
in contact with many who for a good part of their liver 
accepted and believed in Christianity who are now wavering 
in their faith. : 3 

I am sure all desire to liv eternally. If there is such a 
place as heaven, then its bliss and glory cannot be describe‘. 
This life is indeed a vale of tears, with its sorrow, but we are 
not responsible for its sad conditions. The sad conditions o! 
life cannot be changed. Life is thrust upon us and we mus 
make the best we can of it. We must learn by experience 
to obey the laws of nature, and put in action only such 
causes as will insure happy results, for all that tends to hap. 
piness is good. 

Taking everything in this strange world into consideration 
—its inequalities, imperfections, and incompleteness; its 
injustice; man’s inhumanity to man; the oppression of the 
strong over the weak, and might making right—it is aston 
ishing how so many millions believe that an almighty God 
livs who permits such sad conditions to exist. But these 
are facts to any sensible, just person. He or she canno! 
believe that a God rules the destiny of men and nations. 
Tuos. J. CONNERS. 


ATLANTA, Ga., April 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: The subscriptions inclosed redeem a promis 
made of backing up Heston and his pictures. I rejoice in 
the renewed vigor which seems to animate the pencil of thie 
second Voltaire, who, in a different department of the same 
field of labor, strips the church of its thin disguises and holds 
up to the scorn and ridicule of the world the claims of its 
popes and its priests, its bishops and its pastors, to be the 
proper custodians of the minds and consciences of mankind. 
In fertility of resource he is surpassed by no artist of the 
present day; and in the comprehension and treatment of his 
subjects he shows the skill of the master. The startling con. 
trasts he produces between superstition on the one hand and 
science and enlightened philosophy on the other, should 
awaken every thoughtful mind to the dangers with which 
the liberties of the republic are threatened by dominating 
ecclesiasticism, and strengthen the determination to resist by 
every means its tyrannical encroachments. A hearty welcome 
then to the coursgeous artist under the withering strokes of 
whose pencil dogmatic pretension shrinks to infinitesimal 
dimensions, and w.o in his love for the beautiful and the 
true brings out in bold relief the opposit and grander ele- 
ments of manhood and womanhood. 
Many Spiritualists are found in the ranks of THE TRUTH 
. BEEKER’s subscriptions, and if I can measure their feelings 
by my own, they wish Taz Trura SzeKer and its redoubt- 
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i able champion that abundant success worthy of such un- | or, in time, we shall ** hang separately " for meddling with 
wearied efforts in behalf of truth and liberty. I shall send | the interests of the old Mother of Harlots. 


for the volume of pictures when it appears. 
Very truly yours, Tromas M. TAYLOR. 


DzGzarr, O., April 5, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: It is deplorable, to say the least, that in a 
country boasted as a “ land of liberty,” there should exist a 
spirit of tyranny, in the form of religious preference, suff- 
cient to forestall and abridge every effort at reform. Some 
weeks ago a few of the Liberals of the community arranged 
for a Liberal lecture at Quincy, O., to be given by P. H. Mc- 
Crosky, entitled, “ Why am Ia Liberal?" There-is in the 
town a church building, formerly occupied by the Univer. 
salists, now owned by a Mr. Leach, who has been in the habit 
vf leasing it for lectures or other meetings. The nature of the 
ecture being made known to Mr. Leach, he assented to the 
18e of the building, thelecture to take place Saturday evening. 
December 28th. Arrangements were accordingly made 
some expense incurred, and prospects seemed fair for rea 
sonable success. No sooner, however, had the ball been 
‘airly started rolling, than the spirit of the Dark Ages broke 
iooge, was joined by the forces of Mr. Grundy, and a furore 
f excitement in and about Quincy prevailed. Semi-idiots 
of the Jonah school tore their hair, and the Ribitis pawed 
he ground. Mr. Leach was notified that unless he let up 
on the contract he would be ostracised, if not assassinated. 
And the good man with fear and trembling begged to be al- 
owed to sacrifice his word of promis to the Infidels, which 
was finally granted, he agreeing to furnish chairs to seat av 
unused and unseated hall. But word was furnished by the 
enemies of Freethought to the effect that the lecture would 
be defeated, as there was no other hall to be procured, and 
but few came out. But the lecture went on all the same, 
and while it could not be called a success, it fairly illus- 
rates the determination of Freethinkers to persevere even 
in the face of disappointment and the barking of orthodox 
hounds. P. H. MoCnosxx. 


Ermira, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1890. 
Mer. EpirOR: The two extra copies of Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
came to hand in this morning’s mail, and I hav already got 
them started on their missionary work in different directions 
where they will do some good. Having constituted myself a 
missionary in proselyting, I feel it has been the ‘‘ Lord's will 
for me to engage myself in bringing souls to him" for these 
many years. Bo confident am I of this fact (through a 
divine revelation imparted to me last night by a most trouble. 
3ome dream), that I can now proclaim to a sinful world that 
‘‘T know my redeemer liveth ” and that Iam not mistaken in 
my ‘‘calling.” l hav forwarded these two copies to two 
young converts of Liberalism, recently ushered into the 
“ kingdom of heaven,” by the new birth, having been ‘‘ born 
again,” and now ardently seeking for a knowledge of the 
religion of the Christ of humanity, which will be gloriously 
-administered unto them by a careful study of its teachings 
shrough the columns of Taz TaurH SEEKER. Yesterday I 
tent my paper to a friend recently out of college, who has 
sever before seen a Liberal paper, and believe me, he was 
just delighted with it, especially in reading the articles of the 
* Symposium," from Ingersoll and other prominent writers. 
[ believe this one reading has really awakened new thoughts 
in the mind of this friend of ours. He will be eager to get 
the next number, which I hav promised to furnish him. I 
do believe that by the time the extra subscription expires, 
his gratuitous circulation on the writer’s part will hav 
secured not a few new subscribers, and wrought no little 
change for the aggrandizement of our noble cause. One 
very great need of the Freethought movement is to get its 
good, useful, and instructiv literature before the masses and 
get them interested in it; urge them to life, liberty, and pur- 
suit of happiness, and that it is man’s complete salvation to 
exist Outside the church and Christianity. 
L. DzWirr GRISWOLD. 
Kenr, O., April 1, 1890. ` 
Mr. Enrron: Civilization has always shown various relics 
of barbarism. Among these is the tendency to follow some 
ieader. A certain type of character indorsed Luther, ard 
became Lutherans. Calvin’s bent of mind suited others, and 
they adored him asa leader; hence Calvinism as a public 
doctrin. The same was true of Wesley, Campbell, and a 
host of others. And now when Col. R. G. Ingersoll has 
become popular, a class are inclined to follow him, and 
seem never to see a defect in anything he says. To me, Mr. 
Ingersoll appears to be in error in some points. Whether 
this be the case, or I hav not advanced far enough to receive 
the truth, it is not for me to judge; but I write this mainly 
to say, I am in the most hearty sympathy with the colonel’s 
sentiments as expressed in his ** God in the Constitution,” an 
article published in Tar Trurs Szzxer. This article should 
by all means be published in tract form. Among the 
Liberals are some of the most forcible writers of the present 
age. It would not be difficult to collect a couple of dozen 
of the most telling treatises relating to the proposed union of 
church and state, encroachments of Rome, etc. Remember, 
I write not as an Infidel, but as a Christian, for I yet retain 
the name. Also, I am of foreign birth ; spent twenty years 
of my early life under the abominable conspiracy system of 
monarch and priest, and want no more of it; but see plainly 
where thingsare drifting on Columbia’s blood-bought free soil. 
The different types of priests sre uniting in a movement 
which will result in common plunder, as all union of church 
and state does. Those who cannot conscientiously put your 
paper on & mission work on account of the pictures, would 
zealously distribute such a class of tracts. Friends of lib- 
erty, lovers of human rights, this is no time for childieh 
quibbles and silly bickerings. We must ‘‘ hang together,” 


In love of my adopted country, Joan Davey. 


Van Boren, ARR., April 16, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: I always like Taz TRUTH SEEKER, but it ap- 
pears to me that your paper of the 12th inst. is an extra good 
number. Edward L. Stark’s piece, ‘‘Is there no Remedy ?” 
referring to the economic inequity, with its long series of 
social, political, and other wrongs, should engage the atten- 
tioh of every friend of humanity. Our essayist’s suggestion 
of calling a convention is very good, but the prospect of its 
accomplishment is very slim. Our free institutions, our 
political freedom, are menaced on all sides, and can only be 
preserved by the intelligence and virtue of the people. Our 
institutions of learning and free schools are designed exclu- 
sivly for the education of the young and rising generation. 
This is right, but we need the men and women now on the 
stage of action educated. Our present systems are too much 
merely literary, while a large majority of the educated, so- 
called, including our school-teachers, are grossly ignorant of 
the problems of life, and the world they liv in; and what 
vastly adds to this dark picture is the ignorance and indiffer- 
ence everywhere in regard to it. Parochial and denomina- 
tional schools are getting full control of education. They 
seach literature, foreign and dead languages, and use every 
means that a depraved ingenuity can invent to keep the mind 
in darkness and bundage. They turn out vast numbers of 
educated illiterates, who expect to makea living by fastening 
this large incubus upon the rising generation. Now, “Is 
‘there no Remedy ?” Let every Liberal do his duty. Hold up 
the hands of our lecturers and editors. Establish or aid in 
establishing libraries, reading-rooms, with lectures and dis- 
cussions, free to all, provided only that both sides be heard. 
Let moral and mental science be simplified and popularized 
and taught. 

I believe one of the most efficient means of striking old 
orthodoxy in a tender place, is with evolution; the term ia 
coming into general use, and its proof is so clear that no one 
can honestly resist it. "With it established, special creation 
must soon fall, and as special creation falls, special providence 
it seems to me must follow. HENRY SHIBLEY. 


EvuaENE, ORE., April 7, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: When Colonel Copeland lectured here for 
the Methodist church & few months ago, they billed and 
boomed him as “The prince of orators.” But he proved 
himself the prince of snobs. Personally I heard him only 
on his “ Mistakes of Bob." I was surprised to hear him 
quote Ingersoll so much and so correctly. He was evidently 
flattered with the thought of shining in such borrowed jew- 
elry. Copeland's pious tirade against Ingersoll, together 
with the silly and clownish criticism of science and its adyo- 
cates, were not approved by the thinking class. Of course 
he fed the clergy on that sweet manna which is 80 nutritious 
and inflating. 

But the Methodist saints made a recent display of their 
holy zeal, by going in cahoots with a darkey show for a few 
nights and then flooding the city with cards, leaflets, etc., 
announcing the “Rev. Weber, the great comic revivalist,” 
for the holidays. Soon the theological jumping.jack and his 
pocket-Lord arrived. Then the “inspired oracle” informed 
the people that he was now going to convert one hundred 
people per week, for the small sum of $50. Cheap indeed, 
for souls—less than cost. _ Tickets to heaven only fifty cents! 
Free and glorious transit insured on the old solar ark of 
Zion. (Noah got there on the celestial air-rate, t.e., Ararat.) - 
But Captain Jesus now runs this free and only line. Hurrah, 
drive in all the lambs, and old sheep too, for now’s the rare 
chance to get first-class tickets from the cheap-John auction- 
eer. One night this pulpit clown said to the gentlemen, 
** Boys, raise them winders there; this house is suffocating ;” 
then, addressing the ladies, he said, ** Girls, look to your 
wraps there, for if you take cold and die you'll all go to 
he!l." When this inspired dime-seeker sees one or a group 
neglecting to sing, he favors them with a pious rebuke, and 
then trots his songbook pedler round again, to ** accommo- 
date all the needy—only ten cents apiece.” When the 
“germon " is ended, those who wish no further and direct 
interest in the meeting are dismissed. 'Then the preacher 
says, ‘‘ You who remain are now in our private meeting, 
our private house, our trap. And you are all committed 
to an interest in our church and the salvation of your souls 
through its open and heavenly door.” Then such a pious 
boring begins as either a sensible Lord or ‘devil would be 
ashamed of. A few nights ago, after a fluent display of 
slang, taffy, and cheap gossip, the preacher collared and 
importuned a young Mr. Babb until he said, ** No, I will not 
go to the mourners’. bench, nor I don't go much on you or 
your kind of preaching.” Then the pious ape thrust the boy 
out of the house, his mother following. As soon as Weber 
was arrested, and pending trial for a few days, he and the. 
two other clerical ignoramuses, together with some of the 
dupes who are also on gushing terms with the mythological 
firm, joined in a protracted and agonizing wail to their Bible 
God & Co. It is said that the terra.celestial wires were kept 
red-hot with the holy message to Jove. Thus he was ad- 
jured to promptly send a potent delegation, with a barrel, 
and jug or two, full of the best quality of ‘‘inspiring grace,” 
so a8 to immediately vindicate the saints and squelch the 
devil. But our reporter says that the wires burnt off at the 
home isolator just when expectation was most ardent. That 
was too bad. Poseibly the heavenly firm didn’t get here in 
time. Atany rate, they must hav been a little bashful in 
materializing before the city recorder; so the case went 
‘agin the Lord,” and Weber had to pay a fine of $5 and costs, 
$41. The pulpit dunce is yet hooting away to some of the 
large aud small children who like to hear the false and silly 
twaddle of church theology. J. C. SNODGRASS. 
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Children’s Earner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Jail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


‘** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known a8 the Children's Hour.” 


My Winter Boarders. 


Some people keep in summer 
A “home” by ocean spray ; 

But I take winter boarders, 
And find I make it pay. 

I need no cups and saucers, 
No glass or linen fine, 

My blessed little boarders 
Care not for tea or wine. . 


For meat they hav no fancy, 
But brown bread they think right, 
They eat like “ little Yankees,” 
With hearty appetite. 
I do not “set my table,” 
I“ get” my window sills, 
And strange enough that daily 
They all present their bills.” 


They hav no honr for breakfast, 
They care not when they dine; 
And if they hav no supper. 
They seem not to repine ; 
They never giv me trouble, 
For they are very shy; 
Tve learned, when they are eating 
No one must venture nigh. 


I hasten to my window, 
When morn its glory sends, 
And call, “ Come home to breakfast, 
My darling birdie friends ;” 
A moment—all ia silent— 
Then, presently you see 
Brown nodding heads come chirping, 
“ Good morning,” back to me. 


When hungry; they come rushing 
On blinds and fences near, 
As if to say, ** We're ready, 
If you will disappear ;" 
And even while they're flying, 
Their bright eyes seem to see 
Their evident thanksgiving 
Is pay enough for me. 


When summer takes them from me, 
I miss them with regret, 

So happy hav they made me, 
I think I’m in their debt. 

If anyone is gloomy, 
Just advertise and say : 

“ Wanted, some birdie boarders, 

Till winter goes away.” 


Anda when they come, don’t let them 
Find on your hats such things 
As birdies’ heads, all useless, 
Or helpless, out-off wings. 
And then you'll find the secret 
Of happiness and cheer 
Is making others happy, 
And starting heaven here. 
—C. Fannie Allyn in Our Dumb Animals, 
e 


Correspondence. 


FaRMDALE, O., March 81, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: lam eight years old. 
I hav three sisters. Little Elma is dead. She 
would hav been three years old to-day. We 
liv with Grandpa Burns. I just got through 
my first Reader. Ihav been sick and couid 
not go to school all tke time. My grandpa 
takes Tux TauTH SEEKER and the Corner is 
for me. Papa says, make a short call. 

‘Ernie L. Burnes. 
AXRLINKGTON, NEB., April 3, 1890. 

Dear Miss WixoN: My father has taken 
Tur TRUTH BzxxxR for nearly seven years, 
and I hav thought I would write for a long 
time but I hav failed to write till now. I 
hav read the letters in the Children’s Corner 
ever since I hav been old enough to read. I 
am ten years old. I go to school and study 
reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, and 
grammar. We liv a quarter of a mile from 
the school-house. We are having vacation 
now. I hav two brothers; one is twenty-five 
and the other is eighteen. My sister died a 
year ago last August; she was twenty-two. 

I will close for this time, hoping to see this 
in print. You must excuse a short letter, as 
this is my first one. I remain, 

Your true friend, Errig WaurrroRD. 

Norweaisn CONSULATE, SALONIOA, 
TURKEY, March 20, 1890. } 

My Dear Miss Wixon: Fifteen days ago 
we received newspapers telling us of the 
death of our dear friend Mr. Fisk. Mamma 
says we hav lost the only true friend we 
possessed. She was very grieved about it. 
We hav not yet heard the particulars of his 
death, although we knew from his secretary, 
Mr. Hodge, how ill he was; but we hav not 
heard from him sínce. We should be much 

-obliged to you if you would write and tel] us 
all about him. ] 

On the day we heard of poor Mr. Fisk’s 
death our new baby was born, and it is a 
itle boy this time, so there are now five 
of us. 

I hav been teaching the boys for the last 
six weeks, as mother was too unwell to attend 

.tothem. I must say I did not like it. I hav 
. to go down stairs now, so please excuse a 
' onger letter. With much love, I remain, 


Rogers, ARK., April 6, 1890. 


to TRE TRUTH SEEKER, and hav often thought 
of doing so. There are quite a number of 
Liberals in Rogers, but so many Christians 
that we can do very little good. We hav 
been having the honored man, Mr. J. E. 
Remsburg, to lecture for us, and while here, 
organize & Secular Union. He gave us two 
lectures, ''Sunday Laws” and ‘False 
Claims,” about two months ago; and we 
had to hay him again, for the first only ex- 
cited the people’s curiosity. Mr. Ackers, the 
Campbellite preacher, challenged Mr. Rems- 
burg for a debate, and he accepted, of course. 
The question for debate was: ‘The Bible is 
of human origin, contains many historical 
and scientific errors, immoral teachings, and 
many glaring contradictions,” Mr. Remsburg 
taking the affirmativ and Mr. Ackers taking 
the negativ. Mr. Remsburg triumphed. 
Freethought is gaining ground fast, and 
every young Freethinker should improve 
every moment of their time in posting them- 
Selva. J loaned Taz TRUTH SEEKER to some 
of my friends, and they seem to be very 
much pleased. 

Our Secular Union meets to-day, and I 
think we are doing well. I would like to see 
the letters in the paper of Florence Ward, 
Alma Wineman, Fred Hoffman, and others. 
Also send me postal autographs. I am 
making & postal autograph album and hav 
quite a number, among them the autograph 
of Mr. J. E. Remsburg. I also. wish the 
autograph of Mr. George Remsburg. 

This will do, as Iam making my letter too 
lengthy. 

I will compliment Leonora Stockinger for 
her ‘‘ What is Morality ?” 

Progress to Mr. Heston and his pictures. 

Wishing progress to Taz TRUTA SEEKER, 
Tam, Yours, Emma BIXLER. 


Science Column. 


Birds. 


Birds are found in all parts of the world, 
but there are more of them in warm than in 
cold climates. 

Birds make us admire them by their sweet 
songs and beautiful plumage. In most cases 
the male has a more brilliant plumage than 
the female, and is often so different from the 
female in plumage that an inexperienced per- 
son would not know that they belonged to 
the same species. The goldfinch is a good 
exainple. 

Birds are vertebrates, are covered with 
feathers, and hav hollow bones, thereby com- 
bining strength with lightness, which makes 
it easy for them to fly. All the bones and 
even the quills hav air in them, and the birds 
can force air into them at will from their 
lungs. When they hav a large supply of air 
they can fly higher and swifter on account of 
their lightness. The birds that hav the 
largest supply of air are the fleetest and can 
fly the highest, the chimney swift, for in 
stance. All birds, with but few exceptions, 
can raise themselva in the air. The ostrich 
and penguin cannot on account of their rudi- 
mentary wings. 

The birds of the warmer climates hav a 
more beautiful and brilliant plumage than 
those of the colder northern climates. They 
generally ehed their feathers twice a year, 
and in some cases the winter plumage differs 
from the summer—the bluebird, for exam- 
ple. Its winter plumage is brighter and 
thicker than in the summer. 

The shedding of feathers is necessary to 
life and is the most painful event of a bird’s 
life. The plumage is made waterproof by 
the oil with which they dress their feathers. 
The oil is secreted by a gland situated in the 
tail. 

Birds swallow their food whole, and it 
first passes into the crop and then into an- 
other sack, where it is moistened, and after it 
is well moistened it passes into the gizzard, 
where it is digested with the aid of small 
stones and other hard substances which the 
birds swallow for that purpose. 

Most birds build nests in which to raize their 
young, but there are some that build no nest, 
but lay their eggs on the ground and in holes 
in trees. While some lay their eggs in the 
nest of other birds, theee usually lay but one 
egg in a place. 

Birds build their nests in bushes, trees, 
chimneys, boxes, holes in trees, and on rocky 
cliffs. 

Some birds hav to mine to make their nest. 
The bank swallows dig into the sand to make 
their nests. Then there are others who are 
masons. The chimuey swift, for instance, 
builds its nest against the inside of the chim- 
ney. Then there are the weavers, dome- 
builders, and basketmakers, all of which liv 
in the warmer climates. The marsh wren, 
Baltimore oriole, quail, and magpie are good 


dear Miss Wixon, 


Yours affectionately, Daisy BUTER. 


examples of this class, 


The woodpecker, yellow-shaft flicker, and 


Miss Wixon, Madam: I bav never written | American sapsucker are diggers, for they dig 


into old trees and stumps to make their nests. 
The goldfinch, canary, and humming-birds 
are good examples of the feltmakers. The 
feltmakers chew up the material until it 
resembles felt and then form it into nests. 

The eggs are laid by the female and she 
generally sits on them to hatch them; but in 
some cases the male sits on the eggs a part or 
all of the time. When the eggs are hatched 
the young are fed by the old birds on bugs, 
worms, and seed of weeds, etc. The young 
birds. hav a sharp point on the end of their 
bills with which they break through the shell. 
When they are a few days old this point falls 
off, as it has served the purpose for which it 
was intended. > 

Some birds hatch two broods in a summer. 
The number of eggs laid by birds differs 
greatly. Some lay but two eggs, while others 
lay as many as thirty-six in a brood. 

There are from ten to twelve thousand 
different kinds of birds in the world. In 
North America there are about seven hun- 
dred kinds. 

All birds are divided into seven great 
classes, according to their habits, viz.: the 
Birds of Prey, the Climbers, Perchers, 
Scratchers, Runners, Waders, snd the Swim. 
mers. 

The birds of prey are 80 called because of 
their habit of catching birds &nd other small 
animals for food, and some of this class liv 
on the carcasses of animals. They are pto- 
vided by nature with large, spreading wings, 
long and sharp claws, and very powerful 
muscles, and also with & strong, hooked bill, 
and a very piercing sight, and acute sense of 
smell. The female is generally the largest. 
This class mate for life, the same as man. 
The eagle, kite, hawk, owl, vulture, and buz- 
zard are the principal birds belonging to the 
class. 

The climbers hav their toes in pairs, two 
in front and two behind. This arrangement 
makes it easy for them to hold fast to the bark 
of trees. To this class the parrot, cuckoo, 
woodpecker, and sapsucker belong. 

The perchers are the commonest kind of 
birds, and contain almost all the small birds, 
such as the humming-birds, warblers, mock- 
ing-birds, and thrushes. 

The dove, turkey, wild pigeon, hen, quail, 
grouse, and pheasant are the principal scratch- 
ers. This family is very important to men, 
as they furnish him with some of the best 
meat for his table. Birds of this class liv on 
the ground most of the time, and feed on seed, 
grain, and berries. One peculiarity of this 
class is that, except in the case of the doves 
and pigeons, the young birds run away from 
the nest, and hide in the grass a8 soon as they 
are hatched. 

The runners are a very small class of birds. 
consisting of the ostrich and its relations. 
They hav very long legs, and rudimentary 
wings. 

The waders hav very long necks, legs, and 
bills. They are adapted to wading in shallow 
water, and they liv mostly on worms and 
shell-fish. They inhabit the swamps, marshes, 
aud the shores of streams. The heron, ibis, 
rail, plover, and crane belong to this class. 

The swimmers are adapted to living in 
water. They hav webbed feet, and a very 
thick coat of featbers, which is made water- 
tight by the oil with which they dress their 
feathers. Some of this class go north in sum- 
mer to brood and liv in the south in winter. 
This class swim and dive with the greatest 
ease. The duck, goose, penguin, swan, and 
divers make up this class. 


The eggs of birds are as beautiful as the 
birds themselvs. The eggs hav every color 
on them that is known to the colorist. The 
eggs gre of all sizes. The largestegg laid by a 
North American bird is that laid by the Cali- 
fornia condor, which measures 4 40x2.50 
inches, while that which is the smallest is 
laid by the rufous humming-birds, which 
measure but .45x.33 inches. Some eggs are 
pure white, without a spot, while others hav 
a darker background, and hav spots of a 
dozen different colors. 

The eggs of the birds of the same family re. 
semble each other in either color, size, or 
shape. 

Some of the birds which generally lay pure 
white eggs hav been known to lay eggs with 
spots on, and vice versa. i 

All birds make some kind of & sound called 
singing. Thesinging of different birds varies 
as much as either their eggs or plumage. The 
songs of some birds are not as pleasing to the 
ear as others. Some of the finest singers are 
the mocking. bird, cul-bird, red-bird, brown 
thrush, and canary, The house wren must 


not be forgotten, for it builds its nest near the 
house, and its song is heard all day long. 

All know that the blackbird, crow, and 
raven are not what might be called singing 
birds, as they only utter harsh cries. 

What would this world be without the birds — 
to cheer and comfort man with their sweet 
songs? The woods would lose allits attraction 
on & spring morning if it was not for the song 
and presence of the birds singing among the 
boughs. Nature would not hav fulfilled her 
mission had she forgotten the birds. 

Wy. L. Pam. 

Lawrence, Kan., Feb. 15, 1890. 
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Lvpi4 R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc* & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Xs It? A pam- 
phiet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
what itis not and what it is. Price, 6 cents. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


History, Religion. Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 


With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Bach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


, Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Ohnistiang might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Amert- 
‘oan Bookseller. : 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
ress in all ages.—Nattonal Quarterly Review. 

The author has shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.—Net York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 

y the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cincinnatt Commercial. 

Leoky says of Marcus Aurelius: ' The purest 
and gentlest guit Of all the pagan world." Meri- 
vale says: “Of all the line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: "The noblest soul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: ' He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest beart.” 

Extra Oloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
-88 Lafavette Plane Now Vaule 


: SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha's ‘Path of 
Virtue." 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The "Banner of Light,” 
“ Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
Extra Oloth, 175 po.» $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
'88 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPORÉ 


L. R. G. INGERSOLL, 
B. FOOTE. JR., 

0. PENTECOST, 

E. C. WALKER, 

LUCY N. COLMAN, 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 

W. F. JAMIESON, 


E. 
H. 


BALADIN (W. 


Jf not, the reason why? 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men's 

Ghristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Riou. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tam TRUTH SENKER. 


Address 


GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, 
CHARLES WATTS, 


FREETHOUGHT 
I8 IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A 8YMPOSIUM 


BY 
R. B. WESTBROOK, 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 
Stewart Ross); L. K. WASHBURN, 

SUSAN H. W)XON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MR3. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


i Svusszors OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Jf there be, in, what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENIS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


by an old reliable firm ; large profits, 


| CENTS WANTED quick sales, MPLE FREE. A rare 


S 
Qoportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 AMPLE FREE. N. Y. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


890, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morccco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


IRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition; and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inapiration.—{New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sgel- 
Sshness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ole social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[{Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of our read- 
ers who preserve their papers 
k {We offer a new style of binder, 
made for the Porpose, and 
Efwith the heading of Tur 
ÜTaurH SEEKER printed in 
: ‘gold letters on the outside. 
7 This binder allows the open- 
ng of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. | 
Bent by mail, postpaid, for €1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafavette Pl.. New York. 


Address 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Tea: hings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
My. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is Et Founded on 
Rea-on, and is It Suilicient to 
Meet the Needs of manbkina? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Matt aud Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by G:orge Jacob Holyoake and 
Colone! Ingersoll, ard an Introduction by 
Helen H., Gardener. 60 pages, :5 cents. 


A Reply te Father Lamberi’s 
“Tactics of Infide!s.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Hts Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. ` 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Cortradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which tsthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, :0 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 

. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinaers—Whieh? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The superstition of the Christian 
sundry: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and :he Supernatural; or, 
Heli fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Hs 
Necessity snd the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter 1o the Rav. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.su,. In this setter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
‘Toward Caristianity, 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Obristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 

LISHED. 

Christianity; Detectiv. and Un. 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


onm 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
, Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 888pp. 
silk cloth, $3. citi: 


Spiritualism Snstained. This work 
goes not &0 far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Obriatians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at tipecial Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH 
wee 28 Lafayette Place wee Brr. 


Photo-engrayings of Miss Gardene 
at this office. Price, 400.; with Armee de [^] iale 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Candle fror 
i (Mark iv, 21); or, 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy : 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ' Hebrew 
Y Mythology," * The Career of Jesus Ohrist." 


The fool hath said im his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps. xiv, 1. 
Children and fools speak thetruth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINAL 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. i 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Every Libera! Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By ArraorR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DR. HABDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution ; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chan- 
ter III. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chanter IV, 
Bible Hiatory and Evolution: Onapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bibie Mir- 
acleg and Evoiution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII. Bible Poetry and Eyotu- 
tion ; Onapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God aud Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Oonolnsion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[RON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. f 
1 Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh.. .......... 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ...... EE EE TUE m 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin......... eee... 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 
12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh....... 4... eere nt 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
1% Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. ©. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: lts Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts.......c0. ` 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake.......... ees. 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”. ...... 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 
5 200 Questions Without Answers. ............ 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin. .............. m 
% Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by à Weak but Zealous Christian....... 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 


5 


cocco 


mao 


m 
anonrannan 


10 
10 


Chas. Bradlaugh...... 
10 A Few Words about the Devil........ 
11 New Life of Jacob............ eene se 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlangh...... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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Glew Publicatians. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


Taz Brie AND EvorurioN. By Arthur C. 
Moss. Preface by H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., 
ae London: Watts & Co. Cloth, 

This is an excellent book, which we can 

recommend to our readers as clear in lan- 

guage, trustworthy in statement, and irrefu- 
table in reasoning. A perusal of the chapter 
titles will impart an idea of the topics that it 
treats: Introduction; Chapter I, Bible As- 
tronomy and Evolution; II, Bible Biology 
and Evolution; III, Bible Myths and Evolu- 

tion; IV, Bible History and Evolution; V, 

Bible Morality and Evolution; VI, Bible 

Miracles and Evolution; VII, Miracles In- 

credible; VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolution; 

IX, Bible Art and Evolution; X. Bible God 

and Evolution; XI, Soul and Future and 

Evolution; XII, Heaven Hereafter; XIII, 

Conclusion. Thus we hav a complete anat- 

omization and annihilation of scriptural error 

and absurdity of every order—astronomical, 
biological, mythical, historical, ethical, super- 
natural, and all. Some of the chapters hav 
appeared in the columns of THe TRUTH 

SEEKER, and these hav been revised and 

improved, while new ones hav been added. 

An opinion on Jesus, from the chapter, 

** Jesus as God,” is as follows: 

** From all the evidence accessible to us, it 
seems perfectly clear that Jesus was an enthu- 
siast, who did not always assume the noblest 
bearing toward those who differed from him, 
and who not only condemned his opponents in 
extravagantly strong terms, but urged his 
disciples to take an even more offensiv 
course (Mark vi,2). Jesus indeed sometimes 
appeared to lose his mental balance, so much 
so that his own friends declared that he was 
beside himself (Mark jii, 21). From the evi- 
dence afforded by the gospels, Jules Soury 
concludes that Jesus suffered periodically 
from congestion of the brain, and was some- 
times insane. . Strapge, too, that 
when Jesus came to die, he prayed, *Oh, my 
father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me!’ (Matt. xxvi, 39). If Jesus were God, 
he must hav known that tolet the cup pass 
was at one stroke to send the whole of man- 
kind to eternal perdition. Moreover, he 
surely knew his own mind, and wasnot likely, 
by & prayer to himself, to change his own 
immutable wil, But all these difficulties 
shrink to comparativly small proportions 
beside that which is involved in his exclama- 
tion in the last agony of all, as he hung 
stretched upon the cross, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani! ‘My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?’ If Jesus were God, in 
what sense could it be that he had forsaken 
himself? If he had come to die, to save the 
world, was this extraordinary utterance in- 
dicativ of grief at having to undergo such a 
trying ordeal ?” 


An Open LETTER ro How. Eowarp M. Pax- 
son, chief-justice of Pennsylvania. By 
Richard B. Westbrook, of the Philadelphia 
bar. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 
Paper, pp. 36, 10 cents. . 


In this pamphlet the learned and able 
president of our Secular Union chastises 
Chief. justice Paxson for having delivered to 
the law school of the University of Penngyl- 
vania, on Oct. 2, 1889, an address containing 
statements not sustained by the facts of 
history, which, coming from so high an 
authority, might hav an undesirable influence 
over the young hearers. The animadversions 
fall mostly under two heads, indicated in the 
queries : ‘‘1. Was the law of Sinai ‘ the first 
of which we hav knowledge? 2. Was Moses 
the ‘greatest statesman and lawgiver the 
world has ever produced?” The passages 
especially objected to are these : f 

** Tbe first law of which we hav knowledge 
was given to the world amid the storms and 
the clouds, the lightning and thunders of 
Mount Sinai. It has come down to us through 
the roll of the ages stamped with the awful 
seal of the godhead.” 

“ Thelaw of Sinai was a moral law. Some- 
thing more was needed for the political gov- 
ernment of the people to whom it was imme- 
diately addressed. This was supplied by the 
greatest statesman and. lawgiver the world 
has ever produced. Upon this man and the 
system of law which he formulated with 
divine aid, the world has looked with admira- 
tion for thousands of years, and will con- 
tinue to do 80 to the end of time.” 

A preposterous error of time is the first 
that is exposed, and this is done as follows: 

“ In speaking of time your honor uses two 
dates. You say, on pages 19 and 20, 
* Whether wise or not, the principle originated 
with the great Mosaic lawgiver, fourteen 
hundred and fifty-one years before the birth 
of Christ.’ And on page 19 you say, ‘It has 
taken the world three thousand three hundred 
and odd years to come up to the standard 
here laid down by Moses.’ . You 
think Moses promulgated the law about four- 
teen hundred and fifty-one years before 
Christ, and this must hav been about two 
thousand five hundred and fifty-three years 
after the creation, which added to eighteen 
hundred and ninety, the present date, would 
make the world just five thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety.four years old. Lyell, a 
most judicious geologist, estimated the delta 


of the Mississippi at one hundred thousand 
years, and some persons think these figures 
should hav been doubled. Professor John 
Fiske thinks the glacial period began two hun- 
dred and forty thousand years ago, and that 
human beings inhabited Europe at least one 
hundred and sixty thousand years earlier, 
thus giving an antiquity to our race of not 
less than four hundred thousand years. Other 
scientists talk of hundreds of thousands and 
even millions of years, but we attach no im- 
portance to specific figures. We simply 
insist upon an antiquity which very far ex- 
ceeds six thousand years.” 

The effectiv way in which Mr. Westbrook 
uncovers and derides the many other absurd- 
ities that were attempted to be palmed off as 
nineteenth.century facts, space limits do not 
permit usto display here. Whoever procures 
and reads the work will feel pride in our 
champion against the too numerous and too 
obtrusiv and odious shams of the age. 

In India Freethought is making a certain 
moderate progress, and beginning to overturn 
the vast and ancient system of pessimistic 
belief that constitutes the religion there, in 
the same manner as it has already progressed 
so far in inroads upon the derived pessimistic 
faith of our own land. A Freethought peri- 
odical just started there is the Cosmopolitan, 
published and edited in Calcutta by Ralipras- 
anna Ravysbishared. We wish it good 
fortune. 

** All About Devils," is a fifteen-cent pam- 
phlet by Moses Hull. It is described on its 
title-page as ‘‘An inquiry as to whether 
modern Spiritualism and other great reforms 
come from his satanic majesty and his sub- 
ordinates in the kingdom of darkness.” It 
deals many and piercing blows to the incon- 
sistent and unguarded position the church 
has taken in regard to the diabolology of the 
Bible, Spiritualism, and corollary matters. 

A very handsome new edition of Count 
Volney’s “Ruins; or, Meditation on the 
Revolutions of Empires,” has been got out 
by Peter Eckler. The volume also contains 
“ The Law of Nature,” another work by the 
same distinguished author. The book is em- 
bellished with a portrait of Volney, and other 
illustrations. We are willing to pronounc2 
as our private opinion that whoever has 
omitted to read this veteran Antichristian 
disquisition possesses a course of Freethought 
instru»tion that is yet defectiv and incom- 
plete. The price is $1. 

* Theological Presumption,” a 5-cent pam- 
phlet published by Charles Watts, is ** An 
open letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of 

alifax, N. 8." It deals with the following 
Pr aud 1. Why do the clergy avoid debate? 
2 The position of Agnosticism toward Chris- 
tianity. 3. Freethought and men of science. 
4. The difference between facts and opinions. 
5. Christ and heroism. 6. Christianity and 
slavery. We should say tbat this address 
may fittingly be presented not to Rev. Mr. 
Burns alone, but as well to almost any of the 
presumptuous clerics whose spreading pre- 
tense requires unending clipping down with 
the blades of fact and sense. 

“Simple Elements of Navigation.” By 
Lücien Young, U. 8 With numerous 
plates and tables. 12mo, morocco flaps, $2. 
Published by John Wiley & Sons, 58 East 
Tenth street, New York. The publishers 
claim that this book supplies admirably the 
great want of all seafaring men for a pocket 
manual of navigation. No navigator, they 
say, should be without it, whether he goes to 
sea as a business or for amusement, because 
it presents in a condensed form everything 
that a navigator wants to know, and in such 
a plain and simple manner that anyone who 
knows the four rules of arithmetic can read- 
ily understand it. All complicated mathe- 
matical formulas and difficult calculations 
are rendered unnecessary by the use of this 
handbook, and yet it contains all that is 
required for the proper and safe navigation 
of any ship, provided with suitable charts, to 
or from any part of the globe. The solution 
of the problems is reduced to one simple and 
uniform method, and all the necessary tables 
are given in the same covers. For anyone 
requiring a safe, simple, and easy process by 
which to navigate a vessel, the book is indis- 
pensable. 

In the latest number of the Popular Science 
Monthiy Andrew D. White continues his 
account of ‘‘Comparativ Mythology,” as 
illustrated by the decline of the Dead sea 
legends. There is a paper on ‘ Absolute 
Political Ethics," by Herbert Spencer, assert- 
ing the practical value of the highest possible 
standard for political action. One of the 
many spirited replies to Grant Allen’s recent 
article depreciating woman’s ability which 


hav poured in upon the magazine is published | - 


in this number. It is by Mrs. M. F. Arm- 
strong, of Hampton College, and is entitled, 
“ The Mission of Educated Women.” Mrs. 
Sophie B. Herrick contributes an illustrated 
article on ** The Laws of Films,” which are 
shown in many curious ways by soap-bubbles, 
drops of oil, etc. An instructiv essay, by 
Prof. G. T. W. Patrick, on ‘‘ The Psychology 
of Prejudice,” shows how easy it is to take 
biased views of things. The ‘‘ Origin of Land 
Ownership is discussed by Daniel E. Wing, 
who maintains that the landowner is only the 
tenant of the community. An article on tak. 
ing advantage of the fresh and eager ques- 
tioning spirit of childhood in teaching the 


facts and ways of nature is contributed by 
Prof. C. H. Henderson, under the title, '* A 
Chemical Prolog.” There is a copiously illus- 
trated article on the ‘* Physiognomy of the 
Mouth,” by Th. Piderot, explaining the dif. 
ferent expressions which the mouth takes on. 
“ The Meaning of Pictured Spheres,” bv J. 
Z Houzeau, describes the forms which. differ- 
ent peoples hav imagined the star-groups 
to represent. There are a ‘‘Sketch” and 
portrait of Plateau, a Belgian physicist, who 
continued his valuable work after becoming 
blind. 


The April number of the North American 
Review represents the same unwearying care 
and liberal expenditure which hav made that 
magazine what it is. The many difficult ques- 
tions involved in such a case as that of the 
United States ship Enterprise and her crew 
are discussed by the admiral of the United 
States navy, David D. Porter, whose selec- 
tion by the editor for the treatment of this 
subject is another instance of the determina. 
tion of the Review to bring into every issue 
the most authoritativ and enlightened opin- 
ion. A no less timely article is furnished by 
Oswald Ottendorfer, the eminent editor of the 
Staats Zeitung, on German Socialism. To 
scientific readers the most important contri- 
bution to the number will be that of Francis 
Galton on ‘‘ Kinship and Correlation,” in 
which that distinguished scientist giva the 
results of some of his recent researches. No 
higher authority on the subject of heredity is 
alive to-day than Mr. Galton, whois the cousin 
of Charles and the grandson of Erasmus Dar- 
win, and the author of (among many other 
works) ‘‘ Hereditary Genius; Its Laws and 
Consequences” and of ** Natural Inheritance,” 
the latter recently published. Religion is rep- 
resented in the same number by the Rev. Dr. 
Lyman Abbott and the Rev. Dr. Edward 
Beecher; Philanthropy, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Whipple, of Minnesota; the Knights 
of Labor by Master Workman Powderly; the 
South and its Needs by ex-Governor Lowry, of 
Mississippi; Literature by Marion Harland 
and O. B. Bunce; Political Reform by Senator 
Saxton, and Social Life as it exists in Paris 
by the brilliant and vivacious Madame Adam. 
Mention should also be made of an earnest 
article against ** Immorality in Conversation,” 
by Mrs. Amelia E. Barr, the novelist, and of 
various ** Notes and Comments,” which, with 
an able chapter by the Hon. W. P. Breckin- 
ridge, bf Kentucky, continuing the Glad. 
stone-Blaine controversy, complete the num- 
ber. ! 


No. 131 of the Humboldt Library is ** Util- 
itarianism," by John Stuart Mill, the standard 
English writer whose, works form part of the 
library of every scholar. The opening re- 
mark of this work is that ‘‘ there are few cir- 
cumstances among those which make up the 
present condition of human knowledge, more 
unlike what might hav been el aoe or 
more significant of the backward state in 
which speculation on the most important 
subjects still lingers, than the little progress 
which has been made in the decision of the 
controversy respecting the criterion of right 
and wrong.” The doctrin of morals which 
Mr. Mill brings forward as a substitute for 
that of which the sanction is God’s command, 
and the end God’s favor, is thus stated: 
** The creed which accepts as the foundation 
of morals, Utility, or the Greatest Happiness 
Principle, holds that actions are right in pro- 
portion as they tend to promote happiness, 
wrong as they tend to produce the reverse of 
happiness. By happiness is intended pleas- 
ure, and the absence of pain; by unhappi- 
ness, pain, and the privation of pleasure.” 
One common misapprehension of this creed 
the author thus notices: ‘‘ Buch a theory of 
life excites in many minds, and among them 
in some of the most estimable in feeling and 
purpose, inveterate dislike. To suppose that 
life has (as they express it) no higher end 
than pleasure—no better and nobler object of 
desire and pursuit—they designate as utterly 
mean and groveling; as a doctrin worthy 
only of swine, to whom the followers of Epic- 
urus, were, at a very early period, con- 
temptuously likened ; and modern holders of 
the doctrin are occasionally made the subject 
of equally polite comparisons by its German, 
French, and English assailants.” And to this 
objection, or willful misunderstanding, the 
explanation is given: ** When thus attacked, 
the Epicureans hav always answered, that it 
is not they. but their accusers, who represent 
human nature in a degrading light ; since the 
accusation supposes human beings to be ca- 
pable of no pleasures except those of which 
swine are capable. There is no 
known Epicurean theory of life which does 
not assign to the pleasures of the intellect, of 
the feelings and imagination, and of the 
moral sentiments, 8 much higher value as 
pleasures than to those of mere sensation. 
Utilitarian writers in general hav placed 
the superiority of mental over bodily pleas- 
ures chiefly in the greater permanency, safety, 
uncostliness, etc., of the former.” The fur- 
ther exposition of the Utilitarian moral sys- 
tem, and maintenance of it against its old 
dogmatical rivals, we hav not space to follow. 
We may add that the publishers merit praise 
for the handsome new form, with large type 
and fine paper, in which the Library now 
appears. Price of this number, 15 cents. 

The Twentieth Century of the 21st ult. con- 
tains Colonel Ingersoll’s latest contribution to 
Freethought, an answer to the question, 
* How do you account for the great change 


that has taken place in the religious thought 
of the world?” The colonel says: 

* The average of intelligence has in the 
last few years greatly increased. Man may 
hav as much credulity as he ever had, on 
some subjects, but certainly on the old subjects 
he has less. There is not as great a differ- 
ence to-day between the members of the 
learned professions and the common people. 
Man is governed less and less by authority. 
He cares but little for the conclusions of the 
universities. “He does not feel bound by the 
action of synods or ecumenical councils— 
neither does he bow to the decisions of the 
highest tribunals, unless the reasons given 
for the decisions satisfy his intellect. Oae 
reason for this is, that the so-called ‘learned’ 
do not agree among themeselvs—that the uni- 
versities dispute each other—that the synod 
attacks the ecumenical tounc!]—that the par- 
son snaps his fingers at the priest, and even 
the Protestant bishop holds the pope in con- 
tempt. If the learned can thus disagree, 
there is no reason why the common people 
should hold to one opinion. They are at 
least called upon to decide as between the 
universities or synods; and in order to de- 
cide, they must examin both sides, and 
having examined both sides, they generally 
hav an opinion of their own. 

** There was a time when the average man 
knew nothing of medicin—he simply opened 
his mouth and took the dose. If he died it 
was a dispensation of providence—if he got 
well, it was a triumph of acience. Now this 
average man not only asks the doctor what 
is the matter with him—not only asks what 
medicin will be good for him,—but insists 
on knowing the philosophy of the cure—asks 
the doctor why he givs it—what result he ex- 
pects—and asa rule has a judgment of his 
own. j 

‘Bo in law. The average business man 
has an exceedingly good idea of the law 
affecting his business. "There is notbing now 
mysterions about what goes on in courts or 
in the decisions of judges—they are pub- 
lished in every direction, and all intelligent 
people who happen to read these opinions 
hav their ideas as to whether the opinions are 
right or wrong. "They are no longer the vic- 
tims of doctors or of lawyers or of courts. 

** The game is true in the world of art and 
literature. The average man has an opinion 
of his own. He is no fager a parrot repeat- 
ing what somebody else says. He not only 
has opinions, but he has the courage to ex- 
press them. In literature the old models fail 
to satisfy him. He has the courage to say 
that Milton is tiresome—that Dante is prolix 
—that they deal with subjects having no hu- 
man interest. He laughs at Young's '' Night 
Thoughts " and Pollock’s ** Course of Time,” 
knowing that both are filled with hypocrisies 
and absurdities. He no longer falls upon his 
knees before the mechanical poetry of Mr. 
Pope. He chooses —and stands by his own 
opinion. I do not mean that he is entirely 
independent, but that he is going in that di- 
rection. 

“ The same is true of pictures. 
the modern to the old masters. He prefers 
Corot to Raphael He gets more rea] pleas- 
ure from Millet and Troyon than from all the 
pictures of all the saints and donkeys of the 
Middle Ages. 

** In other words, the days of authority are 
passing away." 

We advise our readers to send five cents 
for a copy of the Twentieth Century and read 
all of the article, thereby getting some new 
ideas. The same issue also contains a poem 
by Edgar Fawcett. ‘‘ At the Window,” and 
two articles, by Van Buren Denslow and 
Prof. W. G. Sumner, opening an economic 
symposium which will discuss from week to 
week what Mr. Pentecost assumes to be the 
most important systems of proposed reform. 

oo 


Obituary. 


I am commissioned to chronicle the death 
of another stanch Freethinker—one who has 
been a subscriber and constant reader of TEE 
Trouts SEEKER for several years past. Rachel 
H. Baker was born in Clinton county, O., 
May 3,1818. Her parents, Joseph and Rhoda 
Anthony, whose memory she held sacred, bad 
moved from Richmond, Va., one year prior 
to her birth. She was married to John Y. 
Baker Nov. 30, 1888; moved to Hamilton 
county, Ind., in the fall of 1840, being among 
the first settlers. She was the mother of ten 
children; four of them having preceded her 
to the sp'riv world. Six are left, together 
with her aged husband, to mourn her depart- 
ure. She passed away calmly and peacefully 
near 9 o’clock Sunday evening, April 6, 1890. 
She was a very industrious woman, devoted 
wife and mother, and a kind neighbor. She 
was noted for her good qualities as a nurse. 
She was strictly moral, honest, and punctual 
in all her dealings. At an early period in her 


He prefers 


-|life she became interested in the subject of 


woman's rights, which was then very unpop- 
ular. She was raised in the Quaker church, 
her mother being & minister and strictly or- 
thodox, but her father was very Libera] in 
his views, and she partaking more of his or- 
ganization, she naturally developed in that 
irection as she grew older. She believed 
firmly in a future existence, but never in a 
place of future punishment, that being incon- 
sistent with her every sense of right and jus- 
tice. She embraced the Spiritual philosophy 
in 1854, remaining firmly in this belief from 
that time on; it being a source of great com- 
fort and consolation to her in all her troubles 
and trials in earth-life. Lizzi F. BAKER. 
Bakers Corner, April 15, 1890. 
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Truth. Seeker Tracts. 


Notz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
aro out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett... * 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .eccccccceesseeeee 
8% Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam....... T 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 


53 Quostions for Bible Worslipers.......... wae 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies. | Underwood..................... 
62 Tho Jews and their God........... sd 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 


64 Ills we lindure— Causo and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D. D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman.. 
73 Foundations. Jolin Syphers........... 
"4 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett... 
45 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
"6 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett..... x 
T The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr.A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
.89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ........ 
91 OurIdeasofGod. DB.F.Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers.................. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker..............-. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday.... 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christiar‘ty. Capphro..... 
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107 Ihe Safe Side. H. B. Brown.........:..... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev.M.J.Savage......... . 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett............ eere. 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.................. 
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120 The New Age. W.S. Bell.................. 10 

122 World’s Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 

123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 
Server  . seccosacossenneeeecnceeonssens 

524 Sinful Saints. Bennett.......00 


125 German Liberalism. Neymann 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood...... T «eee esnaaa etta ^ 1 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.......... 
234 Talks with the Evangelists.................. 
337 Christian Love. ©. L. James. 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
240 Astro-Theology ....... "— nm 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher...... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon. 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. š 
749 Age of Shams. ........-...-- Un sitse 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? Wha 
Will You Give Mo Instead. Martin.... 10 
i50 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman........ eese noeh 
26i Whatisthe Bible? M. W. H. 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
163 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
_55 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley... 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance, Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions,......... 
162 Kighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett... .cccccescessovee 
164 Bible Impeached. OChapman.......... 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


L Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els» 
burg, M.D..ecccsccsescerrenesensee cores ssonses 
2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood.............. Si eese sone 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. MeCarroll...... 
Y Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World, Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures. ..... eere eene tno tnanet 10 
. 21Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
72 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D..........4......... D 
43 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Sympositum.....ccccccosscessceeetoe 10 
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W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PBICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and usefal 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

lam much pleased with A bees address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 
ahs paper, and deserves wide 

e. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "£o the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
anoe pus in the principles of self-government, — 

.J.MoUabo. 
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LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


ages. Itis avery 
issemination.—The 


Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
sT This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. sy 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
‘Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is iust such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Taz TRUTH BEEKER OOMPAN!Y. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAH. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 338pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

philcrophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
OMPRON. 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. JogN W. CHADWICK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
+ ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. Szrviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANEB. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLOTION OF IMAL LIFE: The order 

of zoological evolution. By D;. BosBITER 

RAYMOND 


7T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. Corz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT Q. Eccuzs. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Jamzs A. BEIL- 
TON. 

10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. Sipnzy 
Sampson. . 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 


G. JANES. 

12. PKOOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON OC. 
PABBHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Jonn W. OBADWICE. y 

14. PHILO30PHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyr NIOHOLB. 

15. THE EF*ECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
Corie CIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 

AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of *' Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine. case, 7 jowels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50: 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 


ela, $17 50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted. $24.60; 


hinged cases, $$ more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein" Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 Ounce, 
$25. BEST open-face filled «crew case. $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to £10 more. 
Ladies’ best goid filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels: 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and ajamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. i 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Bochelle, IN. 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The sianhatian Libera! Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East bth street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. 


Whe Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
8t. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trutb 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 Re 45 P.M., at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Suuday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman. block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres.: LEROY BERRIER. Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secu!ar Union 


Of Alliance, O.. meets tbe first and fourth Sun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SmivH, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. Tbe publie cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Morali-ts, No. 903, 
Prairie City. Ia, 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading.room 


hall at 2:30 PM All L berais are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. ] 


San Francisco, Cal, Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation 1s extended to ali, Seats free. 


Des moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fynn Biock. S.E corner 7ih and Locust Btreeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FBANELIN 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them hvely and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HYMN. Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parion. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 cents Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


STEINER, Pres. 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send Ju cts. for his *'Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretious and 
excesses. lt sets forth on 
External Applica rion. e 
POSITIVE CURE.. The 
book is worth many times 


its cost, and should be in 
the hands of tase »füiict 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
$ners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
s ress. but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in Dis pees 
slow and it is safe to trust him," — The National Fiers 


i uently received asking what 
Inquiries are frequently Tee Nore 


of hopeless cages that in the olden time his 
eR would bave been called miraculous. Fourth. 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and 
a stanch Liberal.—The Better Way. 
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Bews of the Week, 


Ir is said that the Roman Catholic church 
desires the annexation of Canada and Mexico 
that she may elect u Catholic president. 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
* the Religious Systems of the World. 

8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
IH E TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Tax International Arbitration and Peace: 
Association hav asked Emperor William to 
set Europe au example by disbanding his 
armies. 


New Sch 


ools of 


GODS AND RELICIONS WORLDS. RAGES... THINKERS, Gems of Thonght. 
: OF " i E 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. | piogrs, E ee eae 


hies of 800 of- the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Thought, Eminent Scien- 


tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Ment to the pres- 


ent. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather. $4: MOT., g. 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Ext Pasua has started 
for central Africa again, i 
with six hundred men. aii 


Tae worst flood known 
in northern Texas pre- 
vails in the Trinity river i 


country. itt 


IN his latest utterance EHA 
the pope savs that ‘in h 
America the vicar of 
Cnrist is respected, but i£ 
is not always so in Eu- Wi 
rope.” 


Ir is said that England TAS 
is encroaching on Vene- à 
zuelan territory, and it is l 
hoped that a federation 1 
of American republics J 
will stop such appropria- merd MYA 
tions. M pss 


At London on the 26:h ; e 
ult. Signor Succi ended 
a forty days’ fast, during 
which he: had wasted la SINUS 
from 176 to 92 pounds ): 
and lost one inch in 
hight. f 


SEVERAL breaks in the XV 
Mississippi river ,evees b 
hav occurred. In West SS 
Baton Rouge parish, La., 
six negroes were 


drowned. New Or. 


leans is partly sub- -E 


merged, and federal aid 


is asked. 


—— 


Tue Indians of the 


Tongue river agency, = 
Mont., are excited over 

the appearance among 
them of a Christ, a white 

man that shows scars of 

the wounds in his hands, 

feet, and side. 


Sentiments of freedom hav spread to the 
czar's own family, the young grand duke 
Constantine havinz taken to writing revolu- 
tionary poetry. f j 


Pzaorxss08 STOLZLE announces the discovery 
in a library at Augsburg of a manuscript of; 
Giordano Bruno, containing criticisms on: 
Aristotle and letters relating to various 
studies. 


SpgaKER Reed of the House of Represent- 
ative said on the 26:h ult. that the way to 
stop the deprivation of rights at the polls 
which, Republicans allege, negroes suffer, is | 
to remove elections from state into: federal 
management and protection. : 


Is the summer of 1891 an Antarctic expe- 
dition will be sent out at the joint expense 
of Baron O.car Dickson of Gothenburg, the 
Antarctic Exploration Committee of the 
Royal Society of Victoria, and the Royal 
Geographical Society of Australasia. 


AT the funeral of Frank Richmond, Ject- 
nrer for Buffalo Bills Wild West, at New 
York last Sunday, Rev. Dr. Canfield of the 
Church of Our Father read the service of the 


Universalist church and a selection from f (E. M. 290.) 
Colonel Ingersoll’s oration at the grave of his | 
brother-in-law. | z *UÜITB*IEEGSTRATIODS.7- 

A suPERIOX officer who was lately given a in 
post in Siberia writes that all the people there CONTENTS. ! 
are ‘“‘ wicked and depraved, given to gossip- 
ing, slandering, spying, aud secret denuncia- | PASE: PAGE. 
tions;" that the small officers are recruited Calendar for 1890, E LL The Middie Ages. Illustrated, - ~- 69 
from criminals and are “all thieves and i Freethought in the United States,1889, 17 The Priest, - fee 70 
drunkards,” and that it is ‘‘ impossible to find i iq| Faded Flowers. Poem by J. E, The Supernatural World, - +) 71 
an honest man " there. | Remsburg, < - - - - A The Reformation, - - - 73 

THE management of Claflin College, 8. C., iÙ- The Inauguration of the Bruno Statue. Future Terrors, - - - - 7 
the second largest colored college in the T T. B. Wakeman, - - - - 26 The Inventions of Science and the ij 
Union, supported partly by the Olafiin fund Mostly Fools. W. Stewart Ross Inventions of Christianity. Illus- 
and partly by the state, are adjudicating the (Saladin) d. np he ek : trated, - - += + = = 99 
trouble that convulsed the institution lately. ‘ P p. $ Freethought Journals in the United 
The white professor of mathematics came to Record of the Spanish Inquisition, — 44 States, - - - - - = 96 
blows with the colored professor of morals [i Dates of the Fabrication of Some Seas he Spirit. E. M donald lj 
over areligious revival which was complained Roman Catholic Dogmas, — - 44 In Search ora. Spirit, «E. No Macdonald; :97 
of by the former as interfering with the | The Boler House Mystery, Nearly a Why I Left the Church. H. O, Pente- | 
students’ work. The students all sided with Tragedy, wi s: y cost, s) a es e d 309 

be gedy, with a Moral. Helen H. 

the professor of morals and refused to attend Gardener wy tee x l 
the class-room of mathematics until the pro- Li i =o 4» S 
fessor should be removed. ow X 


Meat Ax, the big medicin man of the Sho- 
shone reservation, predicts that in July a 
flood will drown all white men a8 retribution 
for their treatment of the Indians. Runners 
hav been sent all over the reservation, and to 
the Crows, Cheyennes, und Sioux, to herald 
the calamity, and a rush of Indians to the 
Wind River mountains, the echeduled haven, : 
is expected. Meat Ax exhibits considerable ' 
ingenuity in arranging for the general sousing. 
He has it that all the whites and half-breeds 
will be drowned, and that the game will ap- 
parently die to make the play strong, but that 
as the waters recede the beasts will revive, 
to become the prey of the braves. 
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To see the absurdity of the prejudice against 
it [science] we need only remark that science 
is simply a higher development of common 
knowledge; and that, if science is repudiated, 
all knowledge must be repudiated along with 
it. The extremest bigot will not suspect any 
harm in the observation that the sun rises 
earlier and acts later in the summer than in 
the winter, but will rather 
consider such an observa. 
tion as a useful aid in 
fulfilling the duties of 
life. Well, astronomy ia 
an organized body of 
similar observations, 
ir made with greater nicety, 
ji extended to a larger num- 
ber of objects, and so 
zn | analyzed as to disclose 

i the real arrangement of 
the heavens, and to dis- 
pel our false conceptions 
of them. "That iron will 
rust in water, that wood 
ri will burn, that long-kept 

" viands become putrid, 
the most timid sectarian 
y M will teach without alarm, 
a8 things useful to be 
known. But these are 
chemic®l truths; chem. 
istry is a systematized 
collection of such facts, 
ascertained with precis- 


ion, and so classified 
“= and generalized as to 
3l enable us to say with 
3] certainty, concerning 
tf " each simple or compound 
RHR substance, what change 
will occur in it under 
j : See given conditions. And 
es thus it is with all the 
ENS sciences.—Spencer, 


Sornos and common 
knowledge are composed 


of the same material— 


viz, facts. Common 
knowledge, however, 
consists of facts un- 


And Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David: and they told Saul and the thing pleased him.—1 Sam. xviii, 20. 
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organized and  uncon. 
nected ; ecience, of facts 
organized.— Jno, Wilson. 


IN the same sense that 
everything may be said 
to be a mystery, 80 also 
may it be said that everything is a miracle, 
and that no one tbiog is a greater miracle 
than another. The elephant, though larger, 
isnot a greater miracle than a mite; nora 
mountain & greater miracle than an atom. 
To an almighty power, it is no more difficult 
to make the one than the other; and no 
more difficult to make a million of worlds 
than to make one. Everything, therefore, is 
a Miracle, in one sense, whilst in the other 
sense there is no such thing as a miracle. 
. Mankind hav conceived to themselvs 
certain laws, by which what they call nature 
is supposed to act; and that a miracle is 
something contrary to the operation and 
effect of those laws.— Paine. 


Way! Who makes much of a miracle? 

As to me, I know nothing else but miracles. 

To me every hour of the light and dark is a 
miracle ; 

Every cubic inch of space is a miracle ; 

Every square yard of the surface of the earth 
is spread with the same; 

Every cubic foot of the interior swarms with 
the same ; 

Every spear of grass—the frames, limbs, 
organs of meu and women and all that 
concerns them— 

All these to me.are unmistakably perfect 
miracles. 

To me the gea is a continual miracle— 

The fishes that swim, the rocks, the motion 
of the waves, the ships with men in 
them— 

What stranger miracles are there ?— Whitman, 


I Love a soul not all of wood, 

Predestirated to be good, 

But true to the backbone 

Unto itself alone, 

And false to none; 

Born to its own affairs, 

Its own joys and own cares; 

By whom the work whieh God begun 

Is finished and not undone; 

Taken up where he left off, 

Whether to worship or to scoff ; 

If not good, why then evil, 

If not good God, good devil. 

Goodness! you hypocrit, come out of that ! 

Liv your life, do your work, then take your 
hat, — Thoreau, 


WELL-Done [taught Socrates| consisted in 
doing well whatever a man undertook. ‘‘The 
best man,” he said, ‘‘ and the most beloved 
by the gods, is he that, as a husbandman, 
performs well the duties of husbandry; asa 
surgeon, the duties of the medical art; in 
political life, his duty toward the common- 
wealth. The man that does nothing well is 
neither useful nor agreeable to the gods.” 
And as knowledge is essential to all under- 
takings, knowledge is the one thing needful. 
This exclasiv regard to knowledge was his 
one sidedness as & moral theorist; but he did 
not consistently exclude all reference to the 
voluntary control of appetite and pasggion.-— 
Bain's Moral Science. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Taux attention of Senator Blair is called by 
` the Ironclad Age to the fact that a ‘‘ real old- 
fashioned hoe-down ball was held in the 
White House at Washington the other night! 
No Christian government can stand up under 
the weight of such wickedness. If God were 
in the Constitution such sa'anic carryings-on 
could be sot down onto, and hard. Only 
think of a nation that shuts God out, but 
takes the fiddler in! Verily Brother Blair 
has got much hard work before him.” 


THE case of R. M. King, chronicled in these 
columns three weeks ago, in which he was 
fined $75 for Sunday labor by Judge Bwig- 
gert in the circuit court of Obion county, 
Tenn., and appealed to the supreme court, 
will be argued on appeal during the present 
term of the court. The case will be reached 
some time in May. The similar case against 
L. A. Callicott' in the circuit court of Dyer 
county has been continued to await the 
action of the supreme court in the appealed 
case of Mr. King. 


CLYDE Lone, of Logansport, aged seven- 
teen, says he is Jesus Christ, and that he 
must becrucifled. He has repeatedly begged 
his parents and friends to nail him to-a cross 
which he has erected. Upon their refusal he 
will take a knife and inflict severe wounds 
upon himself, stabbing his hands and body in 
a terrible manner. He also swallows carbolic 
acid in quantities sufficient to cause terrible 
pain, but not enough to kill him, and he 
asserts that he must die on the cross. Long 
says he has received orders from heaven that 
he must suffer on the cross to save the wicked 
people of his township. 


WE learn from our brotherly Frisco con- 
temporary that the Catholic newspapers are 
placing Lilian Leland's book, ‘‘ A Woman's 
Journey Around the World,” on the index 
expurgatorius along with the writings of 
Mark Twain. Miss Leland, in describing the 
Vatican paintings at Home, was candid 
enough to admit that the pictures were well 
executed, but the most of the subjects por- 
trayed were in bad taste, the old saints and 
martyrs wearing, as a general thing, ‘‘ an ex- 
pression of sublime idiocy.” The Washing. 
ton Church News (Catholic) is especially wor- 
ried about the effect of that kind of treatment 
of sacred subjects. 


A PAPER called Christian Science Thought, 
published at Kansas City, Mo., makes this 
statement: '* À friend has just told me of a 
very remarkable case that came under her 
notice yesterday. A lady let a heavy window 
fall on her hand and it cut two of her fingers 
clear off. She was treated by a Christian 
Scientist and those fingers hav grown on, 
nails and all perfect, and just 8s shapely as 
before.” So the age of miracles is not past, 
comments Freethought, that is to say, there 
are still people mendacious enough to affirm 
the miraculous, and others credulous enough 
to believe them ; and that is all that was ever 
pecessary to any age of miracles. 


Tug Prebyterian Review, noticing the 
present avowed desire to be free from the 
bondage of old creeds, says: '' The causes of 
this present-day unrest are not far to seek. 
Without attempting to enumerate all the 
various causes, we would put first, the influ- 
ence of the French and German Rationalistic 
schools, which by denying the divinity of 
Clirist seek to overturn the foundations of 


the Christian religion. Strenuous efforts are 
made to show that Christ’s death was not an 
atoning sacrifice, and that it is possible for 
men to be saved without believing upon 
Christ and his finished work. If such teach- 
ing be accepted, it is evident a large part of 
the creeds of Christian churches must go.” 


Says G. W. Foote, president of the Na- 
tional Secular Society of England: ** Mrs. 
Besant has definitivly resigned her vice-presi- 
dency of the National Secular Society, and I 
presume her membership as well. The rea. 
gon she assigos is that she could not work in 
harmony with the new president. Behind 
this, of course, is the fact that she has become 
a leader of Theosophy. Greatly as I deplore 
the loss of Mrs. Besant I do not feel any 
shock at her nominal resignation. Her real 
resignation took place many months ago, 
when she gave her enthusiasm to the cause of 
Theosophy, and ceased attending the execu- 
tiv meetings of the National Secular Society.” 
The daily papers of this city allege that Mrs. 
Besant is now on her way to the United 
States to lecture on Theosophy and Social- 
ism. 

An American journal says: ‘‘ Let the peo- 
ple pursue their secular avocations or pleas- 
ures on a Sunday and the preacher’s occupa- 
tion is gone. Consequently the preacher is 
fighting for his trade as any other business 
man would do, and he proposes to boycott 
the daily papers having a Sunday issue. It 
ig merely a struggle for trade between the 
preacher and the Sunday paper.” Now, this 
is frank. The Sunday paper is struggling for 
trade whose effect is to D to make the peo- 
ple pursue their secular avocations or pleas- 
ures on Sunday; and if it succeeds, the 


preacher's occupation— which is, remember, 
to beseech men to be reconciled to God—is 
gone. A more deliberate declaration of war 
upon religion has surely nevez been penned. 
Well, it is worth while for us to know what 
the Sunday paper means.—London Methodist 
Times. 


Tae London Freethinker publishes these 
items of news from France: At the general 
assembly of the French Freethought Federa- 
tion held at the Salle de Ermitage, 29 rue 
de Jussieu, Paris, on Sunday, April 20th, the 
statutes of the néw federation were approved 
and the following peraons elected on the com- 
mission: E. Pasquier, C. Cilwa, Madam Pas- 
quier, G. Verone, MM. Beugnot, Schacre, 
Bevalet, Cottar, Okecki, Odin, Mlle. Chelega, 
Loevy, MM. Lebey, Dobelle, Cordeau, and 
Rouselle. The energetic secretary, M. Pas- 
quier, and our good friend, M. Cilwa, were 
level at the head of the poll, and the rest fol- 
lowed in the order given. Our French friends 
also organized a Dernier de la Libre Pensée, 
for collecting money after the fashion of 
Peter’s Pence for the propagation of Free- 
thought. President Carnot, who is too much 
of a Freethinker to go to church, has had a 
splendid reception in the south of France, 
Boulanger, who coquetted with the church, 
is pretty well played out, while Carnot is 
daily rising in the esteem and affection of the 
people. At Corsica he was rather startled 
when the fishermen kissed his hand; it looked 
like treating him as a king; but it was only 
their fashion of treating the great. One of 
these fine fellows saved twenty lives in a vio- 
lent storm. While Carnot is respected by 
such men he may laugh at Boulanger and the 
church too. 


290 THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 10, 1880. 


ese en o O] 


revelation ; and the Gods of Christianity are human 
fabrications. 

Let me first speak about the Old Testameni's God. 
There never lived a tyrant, a human monster, who 
has consigned to ruin so many fathers, mothers, 
babies, boys, and girls, as this God, in whose mouth 
are put the words, “ Thou shalt not kill.” I beg of 
you to read the fifth book of Moses and the book of 
Joshus. Read those as you would any other tale 
[refvarhistoria ; sarcasm lost by translation], and 
tell me then if I am a fallen being because I cannot 
kneel in devotion to and worship the God there de- 
pisted. . . . 

And I come to the New Testament’s God and ask 
you: What do you think of this God who takes care 
of the birds—but in a way that permits thousands 
of these to die from hunger and cold ; who watches 
the lilies of the field—thousands of which die from 
drouth and eold; and who takes eare of mankind— 
yet allows millions to suffer? I ask you, Can you 
love a God like him as your father ? 

But Jesus is also said to be a God. And it is said 
of him, that he was without sin. He is represented 
to us as an example worthy of following in all re- 


Gods who belong to an age long passed and who do 
not approach our ideas of morality and intellectual 
development—O men who really do believe that 
these your small idols are the creators of the uni- 
verse, enlarge your vision, look up in the starlight 
into heaven's boundless space and may the oon- 
ception of the vastness, the infinity of the universe 
fill your mind with devotion. Go out in the night 
and ses these millions of worlds, these burning suns, 
these constellations, and think upon this wonderful 
life whose powerful forces and incomprehensible 
laws are embodied in and govern it all, and then 
bow tby head with humility and confess thy 
ignorance, thy impotence to explain it all, to measure 
it all with thy mind's little yardstick! Acknowledge 
that figures do not suffice, and that no computation 
cau cover the hights and measure the depths of this 
infinit space. . . . You may say, if you please, 
that I hate these small Gods, which are so holy to 
you, To be honest about it, I many a time cannot 
keep from smiling when I speak of them. And I 
know that your ministers when together alone sit 
and make themselvs merry over your ignorance. 
But so long as you pay them twelve crowns a 
aspects. I must say that from certain incidents in| year you must not be surprised to see them with s 
the gospels it is possible to create an ideal Jesus, | pious and devotional expression in the pulpit. 
but this one is not the real historic Jesus. I am]. 
sorry if I hav to say something that will place him 
not alongside of, but even far below, those whom we 
commonly rank as possessing moral excellence. 

When you go home take your Bible and read Mark 
iv, 10-12. Jesus had spoken in & parable, which 
none cf his audience seems to hav comprehended. 
They did not know what he meant. . “And when he 
was alone they that were about him with the twelve 
asked of him the parable. And he said unto them, 
Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God; but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables. That seeing 
they may see and not perceive; and hearing they 
may hear and not understand; lest at any time they 
should be converted, and their sins should be for- 
given them.” . . . It may by the authorities be 
deemed blasphemous, yet I ask you: Who of you 
can defend such conduct as in these verses is attrib- 
uted io Jesus? Suppose Christianity is true. Sup- 
pose there is an eternally burning hell. Suppose 
that all people that do not believe in Christ will be 
punished during all eternity. Here stands Jesus 
and speaks to hundreds, yes, thousands, of people. 
They listen with attention to his words. They do 
their utmost to understand what he says. But he 
speaks to them in such a language that none cf those 
present can comprehend his meaning. And when 
asked why he did so, he answers: I do it that the 
great multitude seeing may not perceive, hearing 
may not understand, lest at any time it should be 
converted and its sins should be forgiven. I speak 
to them in parables, that I on the judgment day may 
be able to say to them, You saw me, you heard me 
speak, but you did not believe on me—depart hence, 
you cursed ones, to the eternal fire. I ask you, was 
it their fault that they did not understand what he 
said, that they did not receive him and believe upon 
him? Who is it that, according fo justice, is re- 
sponsible for their damnation? You call Jesus the 
savior of the world. I ask you, was he the savior of 
those to whom he then spoke? 

And what do you say to Jesus’s cursing a fig-tree? 
He is said to hav cursed a fig-tree because it did 
not bear fruit on a time of the year when no fig-tree 
could bear. Does this not show a want of sense and 
a disposition so miserable that such a man, in place 
of being held up as a pattern to imitate, ought to be 
considered a warning ? 

You may say it is not right of me to speak of such 
traits of Christ, but when you worship him as a Ged 
it is my duty to show you that he was everything 
but a perfect being. — 

And then the Holy Ghost. It is said it is he who 
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Why I Am Opposed to Christianity. 
Translated by G. N. 

[For delivering this lecture, which we giv here in the au- 
thor's own words but in condensed form, Viktor E. Lenn- 
strand was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment by 
Shanska Hofratten, to six months’ additional imprisonment by 
Svea Hofratt, and to three months’ further confinement by 
the King’s court. The chief of Stockholm police prohibited 
it in Stockholm, yet it has since been delivered there as well 
as in Orebro, Gefle, Sodertelje, and other cities, and although 
those who delivered it notified the police authorities and 
demanded to be indicted, since they had committed the same 
" crime as Lennstrand, yet these officers of law and justice chose 
to ignore the fact. The ‘‘ blasphemous” passages are in 
italics. ] 

With regard to the infallibility of the Bible, a 
minister of the Swedish state church has informed 
me that in this book there hav been found no less 
than nine thousand mistakes in science, and double 
as many in history and chronology. Yet this is not 
all. In 1873 Rev. Pumarius Fehr stated in an essay 
on the antiquities of the New Testament, published 
ia the magazine Loesning for Falket, that the inter- 
polations and forgeries are no fewer than thirty thou- 
sand. . . . 

The Bible informs us what year the universe, earth, 
and man were created. And this would hav taken 
place 5,892 years ago, as from Adam to Abraham 
there are, according to Gen. vi and xi, 2,008 years, and 
from Abraham to Christ, likewise according to Bible 
chronology, 1,996 years. But now, it cannot be dis- 
puted that Egypt had a highly developed civilization 
eleven thousand years agc—that is, five thousand 
years, according to Bible computation, before God 
created man. What is still more, in the deeper lay- 
ers of the Mississippi delta human bones hav been 
discovered which fifty-seven thousand years ago con- 
stituted parts of living beings. These people must 
then hav lived fifty thousand years before man was 
made. But what do these bones, found six hundred 
feet under the surface and covered with layers of pine 
cones, amount to; of what importance is evidence 
gathered from the monuments and sculptures of the 
ancieat Egyptians, when the Bible says that the earth 
and human family are but six thousand years of age? 
And should anyone doubt, and consider the discov- 
eries of science of greater value than an old Hebrew 
story, let him pause and remember that the church 
has at her command such convincing proofs as fine 
and imprisonment. What is still worse, “he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” . . . 

We do not hav to read very far in the Bible to find 
the one extravagant story after the other. In Gen. 
vi and vii the flood is mentioned. The reason for 
its appearance is said to be the increasing wickedness 
of mankind. It seems that God at that time knew 
no means whereby to make mankind better, hence he 
beeame scrrowful in his heart; and then, fiading a 
way to get those evil beings ont of this world, he 
said, “ I will destroy man whom I hav created from 
the face of the earth; both man and beast, and the 
creeping things and the fowls of the air, for it re- 
penteth me that I hav made them.” [Compare Gen. 
i, 91; Num. xxiii, 19.— Translator.] But even if God 
had reason to be angry with mankind, and resolve to 
destroy it, what sensible excuse can be given for his 
destroying both animals and birds? And if he, as it 
is stated, intended to destroy all, why did he then 
gave four or seven pairs of each kind? How can this 
exemption be made to agres with the plan of the total 
destruction of all that lived? But no matter. God 
commanded Noah to build an ark, three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high, 
and in this ark he was to take all kinds of living beings 
and food necessary to keep them. “Thus did Noah, 
according to all that God commanded him, go did he.” 
It bas been computed that if thisis true, then did the 
ark contain 43,000 birds, 5,000 mammals, 1 000 reptils, 
1,500,000 insects, amounting to 1,558,000 beings. 


One year and seventeen days were they in the dark, | inspired the writers of the Bible, and if this is so 
prevented from moving, and with one small window | then he must be responsible for all the mistakes, 
only. I will not now think upon how it could be | contradictions, and absurdities which it contains. 
with the atmosphere and cleanliness in such a me- |. 
nagerie, but I will suppose they were there, 1,500,000 
lower animals and 8 human beings, more than a year 
in darkness, dirt, and want for food. But whence 
did all the water come whieh covered the whole 
earth, even the highest mounteins? John Leslie 
states in the Encyclopedia Britannica, that even if 
the atmogphere at once poured down its whole 
quantity of water, yet this cloud-burst would not pro- 
duce five inches of water covering the entire earth. 
And William Denton writes in cne of his works, that 
to make it possible for the water to cover the highest 
mountains, it must hay rained at least seven hundred 
feet every twenty-four hours during forty days, or in 
other words, it should every day hav rained down 
one thousand four hundred times more water than 
the atmosphere contains. . . . 

I am opposed to Christianity because it considers 
a book filled with mistakes, contradictions, and im- 
poe to be a divine authority on all questions, 

oth of fact and of justice. I combat Christianity 
because its Gods are just as imperfect and unreal ag 
all other gods. The Bible is a human product, no 


I am opposed to Christianity because ib teaches 
that we through prayers can get what we can in no 
other way. This teaching is an untruth. In this 
world there are found causes and effects, but no God 
that breaks the laws of nature. Are there not suffi- 
cient probabilities for a thing? Then it will not 
come to pass even if all the Christians of the world 
do nothing else but pray for it: Our own experience 
denies the existence of a prayer. hearing God, even if 
reason had not a word to state with regard to this 
question. In Mark xi, 24, we read the following: 
* What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that. ye shall receive them, and ye shall hav 
them.” Here we hav a promis, without conditions, 
without limitations. It covers everything, no matter 
what. Allright—who can stand up aud say, ‘This 
promis is true; I hav received all that I in my faith 
hav asked God for?” Be who you may, you must 
remember at least once when you trustfully and 
earnestly asked God for a thing. No one knew your 
secret but yourself, but you thought that if God de- 
sired your welfare he ought to fulfill your wish. It 
was nothing sinful you asked for. but you knew your 
happiness depended upon it. You prayed during 
the long nights when you reclined on your couch. 
You prayed when morning came— prayed your heay- 
enly father to giv you what your heart desired. You 
prayed with humility and in faith. You believed on 
God and you were convinced that he saw your anguish 
and that he knew your misery. You told no one but 
him. To him you opened your heart. Like a child 
going to its father or mother, you went to God. 
But I ask you, did you raceive an answer? You 
prayed and hoped and prayed, and prayed again and 
waited days, years—yet you lost not your coursge. 
You continued to pray and persisted in hoping. But 
I ask you, was there an ear up there which listened 
to your voice? Was there a heart up there which 
felt for you? Did any help descend from above? 
No! You had to remain forsaken in your misery, 
alone with your anguish—alone. 

Iam opposed to Christianity because it teaches 
man can be saved through blind faith and damned 
for honest doubt. Life is ncthing, belief is all. 
. . . ask you, can a more demoralizing teaching 
be preached than this, that it is better to depend 
upon the church’s alms and to appropriate to one’s 
self the merits of Jesus, than personally to be good 
and honest? 

To-day in all churches, chapels, and mission houses 
the crucifixion of Jesus has been mentioned as a use- 
ful and good thing. I ask you, is it not terrible that 
one of the greatest crimes ever committed by man 
shall be considered a God-pleasing deed, a deed that 
reconciled God to man and made him friendly to him 
later; that on account of that murder only we 
receive forgivness for our sins and a place in heaven? 
Man! are you totally blinded? Hav you no concep- 
tion of justice? Desist from stretching out your 
hands toward a savior on the cross. He cannot 
help you. In your own self are hidden the noble 
forces thai shall make you better. Look at these 
powers and helps and be stronger and better. You 
can do it. Liberate yourself from all that is evil 
and bad and become a human being with reason and 
will. He only that uses his reason and shows that 
he has a will is a human being. . . . 

I hope the day may not be far away when people 
leave the cold chürches and cheerless mission houses ; 
when the ministers and revivalists will hav to preach 
to empty benches, and when truth is taught in the 
Freethought festival rooms by men who are moved 
by love for the people's happiness. 

But if that time is to arrive, then it is we who 
must prepare the way. Without battle the vietory 
cannot be won. But through persistence in action 
| can believe .£hat these Gods, which you yourselvs| the victory shall at last be ours. Beautiful future 
hav created in your own image, Gods burdened|for our suffering generations! The darkness dis-. 
| down with their own shortcomings and infirmities, perses. The clouds retreat. Morning arrives. The 


Here is another little book, published by our 
energetic and courageous comrade in England, 
editor G. W. Foote. In this book Bible quotation 
is placed against Bible quotation. Four hundred 
different quotations contradict one another. I think 
that under such conditions I hav a right to state 
that there never existed so deceitful an individual as 
the Holy Ghost. 

I stand wondering at and inquiring into the great 
secrets of nature, the world and life; I bow with re- 
apect and humility to these great questions, which 
we can not answer—but just therefore I am so in- 
dignant when the Christian comes with his dwarf- 
like Gods and says: it is these you shall kneel to and 
worship as the creators of the universe. Then I 
cannot help that my blood boils in the veins, that 
my cheeks blush from indignation; then I cannot 
govern myself. I must stand up and say: O you 
ignorant, you blinded, you foolish people, who really 
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sun rises. A day with help to the suffering, joy to | 


the sorrowful, light to all doubting minds, is here. 
G orious day! No more miscalculations on God's 
providence. No fear of any hell. No trembling for 
ary devil. All is content and joy. 
Visor E. LENNSTRAND. 
oo ————— — —— 
God's Character. 

When we look at the character given to the God of 
the Bible by its authors, it is strange how any well. 
informed mind can accept and believe in euch a God 
lor a moment, and the only way in which it can be 
accounted for is, that the mind has been trained up 
and indoctrinated in this belief from childhood, and 
has had it instilled into itat the mother's knee, in the 
Sunday-school, in the home, in the church, all alorg 
the journey of lifo ; and if, in maturer years, the mind 
partly sees the folly, the inconsistency, the falsity, of 
these early teachings, they are so inwrought into the 
mental being of the individual, that it is next to im- 
possible for him to throw them entirely aside. This 
is one reason why so many hold on to the Bible and 
its teachings. 

Another reason is that the great mass of those who 
giv a tacit assent tothe Bible do not know what it does 
teach, and when these absurd and ridiculous teach- 
ings are presented to them, they really doubt their 
being in the Bible. For this reason, Infidels should 
be always careful to giv chapter and verse, and not 
simply giv the quotation, so that all honest inquirers 
could appeal to the bdok, and satisfy themselvs 
whether it taught as charged. It is too common that 
Christians recklessly deny the quotation as an Infi- 
del lie, and thus lead cff the mind of the unwary 
from further investigation, when the text is not 
referred to. 

I now propose to giv some of the most objection- 
able characteristics of the Bible God, and I shall giv 
reference to the chapter and verse, so that any candid 
investigator oan turn to the Bible and see for himself 
whether it teaches as I charge. . 

The Bible teaches that God is timid, God is afraid 
—yes, afraid of what man may say or think of him 
(Deut. xxxi, 27; Ex. xxxii, 10-14; Num. xiv, 16; 
Ex. xiii, 17). That he is liable to forget, and hence 
has to hav a kind of reminder, like a child tying a 
string on a finger to remind it of something it wishes 
to recolieot. God has to hav a rainbow to remind 
him he promised never to bring another flood upon 
the earth (Gen. ix, 15). And yet, as a general thing, 
he forgets to put his remembrancer in the cloud till 
efter it has passed over and the danger is all past. 
Hence it is à mere burlesque so far as quieting the 
apprehensions of any poor, weak mortals who fear a 
flood in concerned. And frequently he hangs out 
his sign when a mere little flake of a thunder cloud 
has passed over with scarcely rain enough to lay the 
dust, and the most timid of mortals would hardly 
hav been reminded that there ever had been a flood 
by it had not the Bible given it such prominence. 
Yet God swings out his sign to remind himself to 
stick to his promis. 

According to the Bible God gets tired (Ex. xxxi, 
17). Now, anyone who is liable to fatigue is liable 
to be so overdone by it as to bring on utter exhaus- 
tion, hence death itself! Such an idea! God 
worried to death! Yet this is the legitimate teach- 
ing of the Bible. f 

God is limited in knowledge (Gen. xviii, 21; Ex. 
xiii, 17; Gen. xxii, 12). God did not know whether 
Abraham's faith was sound without testing him, nor 
whether the Sodomites were as bad as he had heard, 
till he went down to see, nor whether the Israelites 
would take a panic and go back to Egypt in spite of 
him if he attempted to lead them the near route to 
Canaan through the Philistines’ land. He would not 
risk it lest, paradventure, when the Philistines made 
war on them they would go back to Egypt in spite of 
him, although he could make one chase a thousand, 
and two put ten thousand to flight (Deut. xxii, 30). 

The Bible represents him as irescible. His wrath 
waxes hot (Ex. xxii, 24). He threatens to kill 
the men, make wives widows, and children fatherless. 
He laughs at the calamities of mortals (Prov. i, 26). 
If the Bible be true, God indorsed polygamy. He 
said to David: “I gave thee thy master’s wives 
[Saule] into thy bosom” (2 Sam. xii, 8). He gave 
jaws regulating polygamy but none abolishing it 
(Deut. xxi, 15), and disregarded and violated this his 
own law (Gen. xxi, 12). He indorsed slavery and 
made laws regulating it (Ex. xxi, 6-21). He was not 
reliable, but would break his word (Num. xiv, 34; 
1 Sam. ii, 30) He would not do what he promised. 

He was the author of both good and evil (Isa. xlv, 
7; Ex. iv, 11). He was liable to disappointment and 
grief and repentance. “It repented the Lord that 
he Rame man and grieved him at his heart" (Gen. 
vi, 6). 

He was a swindler. He ordered Moses to number 
. the first-born of the Israelites, and also to number 
the Levites, and said he (God) would after that take 
the Levites for his instead of the first-born of all 
Israel. He also ordered Moses to estimate the dif- 
fererce at five shekels a head and pay it over to 
Aarcn forthe Lord. Moses did to, szd naie the 


interpolation. 


number of the Levites 22300 (see Num. iii, 22-28, 
34), and the number of the first-born 22,273 (see 43). 
But. Moses, in adding up his own figures, made the 
Levites only 22 000 (39), and collected five shekels 
per head for 273 first-born, for the Lord, where he 
ought to hav collected five shekels per head cff 23 
Levites and paid over to Israel. Here Moses swin- 
dled Israel out of at least $195 and paid it over to 
Aaron tor the Lord, and I suppose the Lord took it. 
If poor old Israel could now recover by a suit in 
equity, the principal and interest would help many 
a poor son of Abraham who ig rather short of this 
world’s goods. This transaction is found in Num. 
iii, 22, 28, 34,43. 

God is also represented as a polytheist himself, 
though be charged Israel that they must be mono- 
theists (Ex. xxii, 28). 

If the Bible represents him correctly, he is a de- 
ceiver, a liar (2 Chron. xviii, 21; Ex. v, 1, 23) 
Moses charges him to his face that he has not done 
pd i had promised, and he takes it patiently (Ex. v, 

He loves the smell of roasting meat (Gen. viij, 21). 

He goes to bed, for he is an early riser (Jer. vii, 


He has all the parta and passions of man——arms, 
feet, legs, eyes, hands, heart, soul, ears, back parts, 
fears, hates, love. He is jealous; he is ignorant of 
things (Ex. xxxiii, 22; Jer. xliv, 21). 

Now, reader, is not this enough? I could giv you 
much more of a similar sort, but I think this ought 
to suffice. If you doubt that the Bible so represents 
him. refer to the proof texts and see for yourself. 

Madisonville, Ky. ` Coresy A. Suits, 

—————— 2+ 


Been at Church. 


As the Campbellites are having a protracted meet- 
ing and one of their favorit preachers was to preach, 
I thought I would go up last evening and see what 
he had to say. But as usual, I could not fee! paid. 
The sermon was on the rising of Christ from the 
dead, and the preacher assured us if he was not risen, 
we were all lost, and no matter how pure, moral, and 
nobly good our lives were, if we did not believe this 
one “fact” we could not be saved. He was one of 
the old-fogy kind who believe all the old Bible just 
as it reads. That the whale swallowed Jonah was no 
miracle to him, nor would it be one that Jonah swal- 
lowed the whale, if it was only in the Bible. He 
* proved " all he asserted by the Bible, and eschewed 
common sense, reasoning, and philosophy. : 

He boasted of the proof of the story of Christ, as 
supplied by contemporary writers, and specially 
named Josephus as one, and quoted the extract as 
glibly as if it had never been proved a forgery and an 
He seemed entirely ignorant of the 
fact that no educated preacher now pretends to quote 
Josephus as testimony that Christ ever existed. All 
intelligent preachers know that all volumes of 
Josephus that existed before the time of the wily old 
priest Eusebius, contain no mention of this famous 
passage. Eusebius carefully interpolates it and then 
makes a great handle of having found the all impor- 
tant testimony. He exultingly exclaims: “ Where- 
fore, since this Hebrew historian hath of old delivered 
these things in his own writing concerning our savior, 
what. evasion can save those who invent arguments 
against these things, from standing convicted of 
downright impudence?” Even Dr. Lardner himself 
pronounces this passage in Josephus to be an inter. 
polation. Itis rejected by Bishop Warburton, Faber, 
and other ancient writers. “Eusebius is the sheet- 
anchor of reliance for all we know of the three first 
centuries of the Christian history.” Just think of it 
—the forger and interpolator the main proof of all 
the Christian scheme of salvation! No wonder our 
preacher ignores the opposition and teaches the tale 
that best suits his own schemes. He knew that very 
few of his audience had ever heard of the detected 
forgery, and that he was tolerably safe in quoting 
the only contemporary historian whose works speak 
at all of this mythical Jesus. What matters it if it 
be a lie, so that the lie abounds more to the good 
and glory of the church than the truth could pos- 
sibly do? 

The next speaker got up claiming that religion was 
free to all; that while books were published for the 
money there was in them, the gospel was purely a 
free offering. And in the next breath he asked for 
contributions to defray the expenses of the meeting ! 
He failed to remember that he himself was preaching 
for a salary, and depending as much upon that salary 
for his living as authors and publishers do upon 
their books. He failed to tell the people that re- 
ligion was the most costly luxury of the land; that 
even Infidels were taxed to keep up creed and church, 
and help support the false theology that wrapped the 
world in ignorance and barbarism. 

Darling delusions are dear to the heart, and woe 
to the thinker who asks that they be examined and 
proved or disproved. The preacher sets up his men 
of straw and knocks them down one after another, 
and the congregation go away full of awe at the 
wonderful ability displayed in the feat. 

ErwiwA Dmakg SLENEER. 
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Read This and Make Your Own Comments. 
From the Christian Statesman, proon of the God in-the-Constitution 
art. 


From the founding of the government our na- 
tional legislature has been accustomed to worship 
God after the Christian manner. On the morning 
after Mr. Randali's death the Rev. J. G. Butler, D.D., 
the chaplain of the Senate, offered the following 
prayer: 

We thank thee, O father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
the refuge of the mercy seat, even unto the shadow of death. 
We thank thee for Jesus Christ, thy son, our savior, who 
has abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light. .We rejoice in the light that comes from heaven upon 
this dark pilgrim pathway. Teach us heavenly wisdom and 
sanctify to us, we pray thee, the ordering of thy providence. 

We bless thee for the long and useful life of thy servant 
now departed, whose departure we mour:. We bless thee 
for his faith in the Lord Jesua Christ, for his patient suffer- 
ing, and that his end has been peace. We commend to 
thee those who now gather under the dark shadow in the 
home circle. Thou judge of the widow and father of the 
fatherless ones, comfort them in sorrow, lead them, keep 
them, and giv unto them thy peace. 

Help us to meet each day’s responsibility in the fear of 
God and in the service of men, that when the end of labor, 
and toil, and anxiety. aad pain, and sorrow shall come, we 
may enter into rest. We thank thee for the past Sabbath. 
Follow with thy blessing the Jabora of thy servants every- 
where, and do thou lift up this great land of ours, which 
thou hast led through all these years, higher and higher in 
the scale of righteousness. Make us a righteous and a God- 
fearing people. | 

Bless these thy servants to-day. Guide them in judgment. 
Fill them with thy spirit, and giv unto them a father’s blese- 
ing We ask it all, with pardon and grace, in the name of 
Christ. Amen. 

The chaplain cf. the House of Representativs, the 
Rev. W. H Milburn, D D., opened the proceedings 
of that body with the following words: 

We bless thee, almighty God, that in the gloom which en- 
shrouds us there is the clear shining of thy love, and that 
in the awful stillness about the mouth of an opening tomb, a 
voice clothed with almighty power speaks, ** [ am the resur- 
rection and the life.” Bowing with submission to thy will, 
we surrender to thy fatherhood our beloved friend and 
brother. His name is inscribed among the heroes, patriots, 
and statesmen of the country, upon the imperishable tablet 
of its history, and the memory of his deeds and character is 
enshrined in the hearts of his countrymen, for whose honor 
and welfare he so long and faithfully wrought. 

Oh, thou who didst shed the precious drops of pity and 
of sympathy at Bethsny’s grave, wilt thou not come to tbe 
wife whose wedded life has been one long joyous act of self- 
devotion, and to the children bereft by this irreparable loss ; 
bring home to them and to us the comfort avd the consola- 
tion that no noble life is really extinguished by death, but 
passing behind the veil which sense makes, enters upon a 
higher and grander being in the glorious light of thy presence. 
Bring them and us into that higher life, we pray through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our readers will notice the frank and explicit 
Christian tone of these prayers. They are the cffi- 
cis] and formal acknowledgment of the Christian re- 
ligion by the legislature of the nation. If the decision 
of the supreme court of Wisconsin that the Bible is 
a sectarian book is good American doctrin, then these 
prayers are also sectarian. If the silence of the 
national Constitution as to religion is to be construed 
as a deliberate and intentional renunciation of all re- 
ligion by the American nation, then such prayers, or 
any prayers, in Congress or in any state legislature, 
are an impertinence and an anachronism, and ought 
to be abolished. And to this it will surely come. 
Such prayers, offered in legislativ assemblies and 
spread in full, as these were, on the pages of the 
“Congressional Record,” are an educating power, 
and as fit ground for complaint avd for legal injuuc- 
tion as the reading of the Bible in the schools. The 
real question is whether this nation, as a nation, has 
any God or not to whom it can pray, or any relations 
to Jesus Christ the delegated ruler of the world. 
All who objeet to the Bible in the schools and to the 
acknowledgment of Christin Thanksgiving proclama- 
tions are striving to answer this question in the 
negativ. 

It is sometimes said that these prayers are not 
official acts of Congress, but express simply the 
devotional feelings of the individual members. That 
is not correct. We were recently present when the 
House of Representativs was opened with prayer. 
At the hour of twelve the silver mace which symbol- 
izes the authority of the House was lifted to its place, 
indicating that the session had begun, and the 
speaker took his place and said: “The House will be 
in order. The chaplain will offer prayer." We were 
pleased to see, moreover, that a large number of the 
members rose and stood reverently during the prayer, 
while other heads were bowed upon their desks. 

The sest of the whole misunderstanding and con- 
fusion on this subject is in the Constitution of the 
United States. If that instrument had contained 
the religious acknowledgments which are found in 
nearly all state constitutions, no such war as is now 
waged would hay been made upon the Christian 
features of our government. It is an open question 
whether the silence of that great instrument, nour- 
ishing and supporting as it does the secular theory 
of government, will not yet avail to blot out every 
vestige of our national Christianity and to make our 
national life a Godless, Cbristless, unbelieving blank. 


Which may heaven forefend! 


God of our fathers, be the God 
Of their succeeding race. 
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Ql omniunications. 


At the Liberal Club. 


The subject chosen by the Manhattan Liberal 
Club for consideration Friday evening, May 2d, was 
a good one fora good many people. Speaking on 
the “ Modern Press” tho lecturer of the evening got 
even with the World for csricaturing him in its col- 
umns while he was discharging his duties as assistant 
district attorney ; the eritios who had had business 


with the lecturer’s office got a chance to denounce 


Colonel Fellows, the disiriet attorney, and the lect- 
urer assistant; ihe lawyers of the Club found op- 
portunity to dencunce the courts in which they had 
lost cases ; the friends of Mr. Harman had a sympa- 
thetic audience to which to recite his wrongs, and 
the newspapers of the city, for reporters galore were 
there, picked up material for some sensational! 
writing. The World got over a column out of the 
lecturer alone. 
Colonel Andrew H. H. Dawson, he of the flexible 
wrist, extravagant gesture, prehensil forefinger, and 
exclamation points, was the speaker. Since he elec- 
trified the Club with his oratory some ten or twelve 
years ago he has become assistant district attorney 
and portly. He kas also allowed his hair to grow. 
He began his lecture by recalling his first acquaint- 
ance with the Ciub twenty yesrs age. He was pass- 
ing Plympton Hall he said, when Horace Greeley 
caught him and conveyed him inside the building to 
see the club that he (Greeley) had founded, and 
which he (Dawson) had since found to be the only 
place in the city where a man can tel! his honest 
thoughts without being ineulted. Asa Southerner 
he appreciated liberty of speech, the more because in 
his nativ section of the country, in the years agone, 
it was unknown; but ho thanked God slavery was 
wiped out, though he supported the custom of his 
state in ante-bellum days. 
The press, said the colonel after these reminiscences, 
is endowed with power almost approaching omnipo- 
tence! It is a wonderful shedder of light, flashing 
to the ends of the earth, and illuminating the dark- 
est corners! Ii wields more power than the pulpit, 
and there is no place where a bad man can do so 
much mischief and a good man so much good as ia 
the editorial chair! Bui editors ought to hav their 
consciences educated! The press once upon a time 
was restrained by the proprieties of life; but now it 
is induced to be slanderous by a low, morbid type of 
Ohristienity! He had recently been in its hands, 
and had been most discourteously used! There is 
something in human nature that rejoices in the mis- 
fortunes of our best friends! The foundation of the 
press is that most infamous of things—tariffi—money ! 
The press would-be glad to sella million lies if it 
could be paid for them! It is the object of a certain 
journal in this city to destroy the district attorney's 
office! To do this it had caricatured him, the lect- 
urer, while he was'engaged in trying a typefounder 
for arson, and made it appear that all the witnesses 
he called in the case testified for the defense! The 
place was insured for $27,000; the appraiser before 
the fire swore the foundry was worth only $17,000; 
- at the trial the appraiser swore it was worth $60,000! 
Was the district attorney to blame? To destroy the 
district attorney's office the journal concealed the 
facts! Wicked efforts to injure! No remedy! 
Gloomy subject! The press gets the public mind 
full of p-o-i-s-o-n!! Ii renders it impossible, by its 
pragmaties! propensities, to get an intelligent jury! 
If the press could sell sealps at $1 each the Liberal 
Club would go home hairless! Legislatures should 
restrict notices of crime, because now business men 
are cunning and read the papers, form an opinion, 
and render themselvs unfit to go into the jury box! 
Men who never before, in all their lives, had an 
opinion of their own, find one when called to serve 
on juries! The press was to blame! It was 

` cowardly, mean, unprincipled, but it had to be borne 
because there is no remedy until the people are 
educated! In the South, there is a remedy! If a 
.man insults a woman, off goes his head! That was 
s better state of things! 

Along here the colonel stopped, and said he 
wanted to go home. He was getting into the sere 
and yellow leaf of life, and had no time to waste in 
preparing his lecture, or on abstractions or transcen- 
dentalism. He had been caricatured by the press 
and made to appear awful ugly; but he did not care. 
He had not seen his own face in five years, and if 
his wife didn’t comb his hair it would never be 
combed. She and the barber were responsible for 
his personal appearance. He was riding in the horse- 
car the other day, when a woman pointed him out to 
her companion, saying, “Sse, that is Colonel Daw- 
son, of the district attorney's office!’ Her com- 
panion replied, “Why! Ithought he was the ugliest 
man in the world! He is really handsome!” This, 
said Mr. Dawson, was all the fault of the press. In 
the World, in the report of the arson case, thirteen 
lines contained twelve lies! There should be some 
law to prevent such slanderous work ! 

The lecturer selected Mr. Wakeman to answer the 


critics of the oration. He had promised his wife 
not to try to make a speech, and he thought the 
audience would agree with him that he had kept his 
word. The public was to blame for the vileness 
of the press—people should not patronize the 
papers! He hadn't drank a drop, but was stagger- 
ing from weariness from being confined in the fetid 
air of court rooms trying to get jurors from men 
who had been influenced by the press! “What 
there is left of me," pathetically added the colonel, 
* ain't worth burying,” and he appropriately closed 
the speech he hadn't tried to make, but which never- 
theless the audience enjoyed. 

Before Colonel Dawson could get out of the hall City 
Marshal Goode was on his feet. He wanted to say 
something, and he wanted Colonel Dawson to hear 
it. He also wanted to thank God that there was a 
press to let sunlight into the dark district sattor- 
ney’s Office. Pointing his finger at Colonel Dawson, 
Marshal Goode said: “That gentleman has been 
telling you that the press interferes with the course 
of justice in the district attorney's office. I tell 
you that there is no justice in that cffise. Iam a 
public officer. More than a year ago, while serving 
8 writ upon a man in this city, he crawled behind 
me, shot me through the body, and in the face. 
While still on my sick bed I was approached by 
people who told me that it would be worth thousands 
of dollars to me not to prosecute. I refused to com- 
promise, and insisted that the  distriot attorney 
should push the case against my assailant. The 
trial resulted in a disagreement of the jury, ten of 
them standing for conviction and two for acquittal. 
I had been offered $4,000 to $10,000 not to prose- 
cute that case, and when I refused the money I be- 
lieve it was placed where it would do the most gocd. 
Last December, without my knowledge, the man 
who tried to murder me was released on bail by John 
R. Fellows. I hav tried in vain to hav him retried, 
but what can be expected of a district attorney 
whom the press published before his election 88 a 
swindler, and who seems to hav been elected be- 
cause he was so disreputable. If he had been run- 
ning on any other ticket than the one he was he 
wouldn’t hav been in it.” 

As Marshal Goode concluded Colonel Dawson 
took the floor. “Didn’t I ask yon to get the dis- 
trict attorney to assign me to the case you speak of, 
and didn’t I promis you in case he did so to fix 
him?” “You told me,” rejoined the angry marshal, 
“a lot of stuff about having the man tried, but the 
fact is, the district attorney won’t try him.” When 
the audience got seated again Colonel Dawson went 
on: “I want to say that I hav been two and a half 
years in the district attorney’s office. Colonel Fel- 
lows has made me the keeper of his secrets. I never 
knew a more perfectly honest and honorable man 
than he. He passed into my hands the trial of 
O'Donovan Rossa, to prevent which all kinds of influ- 
ence had been used. Iconvicted O'Rossa and am proud 
of it." Colonel Dawson then went home. 

Mrs. Leonard said women ought to go on juries. 
She had tried to get on. When she went before 
Judge Lawrence she found he had been prejudiced 
against her by reading the papers. All the men in 
the Club put together had not had as much said 
about them in the press as she had. She didn’t 
eare. The press is a good thing, only it ought to be 
pu People fear the press more than they do 

od. 

The president of the Club, Dr. Foote, Jr., said he 
desired to read some resolutions about Mr. Harman. 
No greater outrage had been recently perpetrated 
anywhere than the sentencing of Mr. Harman to five 
years’ imprisonment. The resolutions were as 
follows: 

WmuzREAS, Mr. Moses Harman, editor of Lucifer, the 
Light Beaver, of Valley Falls, Kan., at the age of fifty- 
nine years, after having led & useful, honorable, noble life 
devoted to doing good, has been forced through a farce of & 
trial without opportunity to fairly present his defense, con- 
victed by an unjust and strained construction of the Com- 
stock law, and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and 
three Fundred dollars’ fine. 

Resolved, That we hasten to express our sincere sympathy 
for this unfortunate editor. That we regard him as a mar- 
tyr to freedom of the press, an earnest, honest, and useful 
worker in a worthy, philanthropic cause—the emancipation 
of women from marital slavery and sexual abuse—and a 
victim of ignorant bigotry and partisan malice. That his 
conviction was a prostitution of the true purposes of law in 
order to serve the inhuman purposes of his enemies, and 
that the unusually severe sentence imposed is prima facie 
evidence of the judge’s prejudiced state of mind and of his 
unfitness to preside in the court of a civilized nation. 

Dr. Foote explained the matter for publishing 
which Mr. Harman is in bonds, and said that every 
woman in the country should stand by him; if they 
did not they deserved all the abuse they got. 

Mr. Sutherland, treasurer of the Club, once upon 
a time had a man arrested for voting upon his, Mr. 
Sutherland’s, name. 
trial and Colonel Dawson was assigned to try him. 
But the colonel subpoenaed no witnesses. The jury 
was obtained and the case dismissed. It was tom- 
foolery, disgusting. He had hoped that the colonel 
would hav remained to hear him say this. 

Mr. Ohamberlain said that Colonel Dawson had 
complained because officials were ridiculed, but that 


Judge Duffy held the man for. 


was really the only purpose most of them could 
subserve. Mr. Chamberlain had been denounced as 
a baby-eater, a cannibal, by all the papers in the 
country, because of a remark he had made at the 
Gonstitution Club. He didn’t care.  Liegislation 
would do no good, bui make our censorship worse 
than it is now. 

Moses Oppenheimer did not think that public 
officers were worthy of confidence. The district 
attorney had ten thousand excise cases pigeonholed, 
and out of that great mass he selected Justus 
Schwab for trial. Why did he do this, unless it 
were to persecute Mr. Schwab because he is a Social- 
ist? Mr. Wakeman. could tell some tales of his 
experience when, a8 a member of a labor committee, - 
he endeavored to induce the district attorney to pun- 
ish bribers. 

Dr. O'Neil, of epistolary fame, got the platform. 
Mr. Harman, ho said, had committed no cffense. He 
is convicted under a press-gagging law, which was 
so contorted as to preclude the discussion of all 
physiological subjects. Mr. Harman is in prison for 
discussing thess subjects in a pure manner. It isa 
damnable outrage. The district attorney's cffice is a 
den of thieves and the jury system all wrong. 
Judge Foster simply got angry at Mr. Har- 
man and used the court as an instrument of 
oppression. 

Mr. Wakeman had the summing-up. If he was to 
try to defend the office of district attorney of this 
city, he said, he might as well giv up existence. It is 
one of the most indefensible things on earth. He 
never had seen Colonel Fellows, and didn’t think he 
ever should till that gentleman was out of office. 
The press, he said, is the best remedy for evil. How 
ean Judge Foster be reached exespt through the 
press? The Liberal newspapers were the only ones 
in which justice could be had. The sentence of Mr. 
Harman is an enormous outrage, an enormous dis- 
grace. Mr. Harman haa never izjured anyone; he 
is a harmless person who thinks woman should not 
be abused. The evil of the Comstock law Mr. Wake- 
man foretold long ago. The worst of it is that it is 
enforced by private agents, and is virtually ecclesias- 
tical mob law. The press is the only remedy, and 
the utmost freedom of comment must be allowed. 
The trial of Mr. Harman was one of the most remark- 
able trials on earth. To call him insane was most 
absurd, and to go to a jury against his protest with 
that plea was practically a mistrial. As a joke it 
might do; but under the circumstances it was carry- 
ing a joke too far. The simple truth is that the con- 
viction and sentence constitute an outrage. The 
judge ia allowing the proceedings committed a 
greater cffense than the prisoner. The remedy is to 
bleza away in the press at the whole Comstock busi- 
ness. 

When Mr. Wakeman closed, the Harman resolu- 
tions were passed without dissent, and with loud ac- 
claim. The cruel sentence inflicted has aroused the 
indignation of the Liberals hereabouts, and if Judge 
Foster could be buttonholed for a moment he would 
hear some mighty uncomplimentary things said about 


himself. 
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Mr. E. H. Heywood in Trouble. 


To rae Eprrog or Tue Trura Srexer, Sir: You 
know quite well the extent and malicious venom of 
tyranny manifest in the frenzied efforts of church 
bigots to supervise Freethought literature. In the 
annual report of his Vice Society—of 1878, I think— 
Anthouy Comstock, who is that “society” to the 
extent of $4,000 annual salary, said: “ Another 
class of publications issued by freelovers and Free- 
thinkers is in a fair way of being stamped out. The 
public generally can scarcely be aware of the extent 
that blasphemy and filth commingled hav found vent 
through those various channels. Under a plausible 
pretense men who raise a howl about free press, free 
speech, etc, ruthlessly trample under foot the most 
sacred things, breaking down the altars of religion, 
bursting asunder the ties of home, and seeking to 
overthrow every social restraint.” 

As you know, Comstock then was intent on sup- 
pressing ‘Cupid's Yokes,” “ Fruits of Philosophy " 
(the famous Bradlaugh-Besant book, written by 
Dr. Chas. Knowlton, of Ashfield, Mass., and published 
by J. P. Mendum, of the Boston Investigator, more 
than fifty years ago), Trall’s * Sexual Physiology,” 
Bennett's “Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” and other 
works which “still liv” and circulate widely here 
and in Europe. Commencing, of course, with poor 
and unpopular men, Comstock had expressed his 
purpose—sfter he had “stamped out” the Word, 
* Oupid’s Yokes,” and other publications—to “ regu- 
late " the Index, the Investigator, Taz Trura Srexer, 
the Banner of Light, and other heretic manifesta- 
tions of “blasphemy.” When he first came here for 
me, Nov. 2, 1877, he urged David H. Gregory, post- 
master, to exclude our books from the mails, Josiah 
D. Gregory, Mr. Gregory’s son, earnestly siding with 
Comstock in his “pious” purpose. Mr. Gregory, an 
old-time Whig, moderate and sensible, replied: “ No. 
Mr. Heywood is a citizen here, minds his own busi- 
ness and harms no one, so far as we know. Leave 
the issue to the courts.” 


Now the father, D. H. Gregory, is dead, and the 
“earnest” son, Deacon Josiah D. Gregory, is post- 
master, appointed by President Harrison to succeed 
Lonard Chandler, a thrifty farmer, Damocrat, and a 
* tough old Infidel,” 23 ho calls himself. Now first, 
since 1873, Comstock has. in President Harrison, 
Postmaster-general Wanamaker, and Deacon J. D. 
Gregory three “earnest” Christians subject to his 
will relativ to “stamping out" Princeton literature. 
Since April 15th more and more askings hav come 
to us from patrons of the Word why their papers 
did not appear, we knowing not why till last Monday 
afternoon, April 28;h, when the first edition of our 
April issue was taken to the post-offise to bs mailed. 
After Daacon Gregory got his hand on that edition, 
he said he had been “instructed " from Washington 
to examin every issue of the Word hereafter, and 
exclude it from the mails, if ke could not approve of 
its opinions or style; if he is in doubt, relativ to 
any given edition, he said, his “orders” are to “ re- 
fer” the issue to Washington, and hold the paper 
for farther “instruction” Since April 15th he has 
received, weighed, and we supposed forwarded to 
patrons papers, but un&b!'e or afraid himself to say 
that any given paper was “ objectionable,” he has 
been “referring” the Word to Mr. Wanamaker. 
He wished to take, overnight, to examin, April Word; 
next day be said he was uusble to say whether 
the paper is mailable or noi, and would “refer” 
it to Mr. Wanamaker, who may report back three, 
six months, or a year hence ! 

I said, “Since you decide not to mail the papers, I 
will take the Aprii edition and also all previous issues 
that bav been accumulating in your hazds since 
April 15th, and forward them to subscribers by ex- 
press or otherwise.” He refused to return them to 
us, Saying his “orders” are to “hold” all the papers 
subject to Mr. Wauamaker's disposal. This, as you 
know, is fist violation of United States and state law 
relativ to the rights of publishers of newspapers 
and subscribers thereto, and freedom to circulate 
outside the mails. Our subscribers, and members of 
the Cooperativ Publishing Compasy, publishers of 
the Word, are considering what redress for this in- 
vasiv outrage can b» had in Massachusatts courts. 
The conspiracy has been maturing reverael weeks ; 
many citizsns here think Deacon Gregory insti- 
gated this “regulation.” When Comstock first 
“visited” us D:acon Gregory said, “Mr. Heywood 
ought to be imprisoned for circulating ‘Cupid's 
Yokes'" Though endowed with no natural or ac- 
quired intelligencs to spare, he seems incapable of 
even “ tolerating ” anyone who differs from him in 
opinion; and, probably by Comstock’s, Harrison’s, 
Wanamakers, and God's help hopes to bring me, 
Mra. Heywood, and other heretics here “ to Jesus" 
this time. I asked leave to copy Mr. Wanamaker’s 
* order. Dəacon Gregory refused to ellow me to 
do so, saying the “correspondence” between him 
and the post office department is “ private” mat- 
ter. The “business” in hand is to suppress a news- 
paper; yet, though the plot is a blow at every 
oitiz sn'8 right of opinion, the letters between Doacon 
Gregory and Postmester-general Wanamaker are 
“private” matter! D:acon Gregory says it will be 
his “ official duty” to “examin” not only all issues 
ofthe Word, but also stamped matter deposited in 
his office by our heretic people. To what extent he 
will feal it his “duty” to break seals, in search of 
*objsetionable matter,” in letters or other parcels, 
I koow not. He is en iutense Christian, a “ high- 
toned,” prohibitory, “snti-saloon” Republican, and 
will certainly do duty revealed to him, in prayer or 
otherwise. 


From 1877 to 1884, seven years, I served in the| 


jail phases of evolution; *Oupid's Yokes,” “ Loaves 
of Grass,” the Word, all the publications indicted, 
were vindicated, all the points won in the courts, and 
the United States and state governments beaten on 
every issue. Now, a new mountain confronts us, to 
be crossed or tunnsled. Four times in a quartet of 
cases the Word has been “ suppressed”—once in 
West Virginia; once in Minnesota; once in Charlotte- 
town, Prince E iward’s Island, when the city marshal 
arrested Josephine Tilton, took sll her publications, 
including Mr. Tucker's Radical Review, and 
burnt them in the public square; and, lastly, in my 
second United States case in 1882-3. During the 
eighteen years of its life the Word has survived con- 
siderable killing, and has p'euty of breath left. For 
the present the post-cffice here is hosti! aud closed 
to us, but many other post-cffices in Massachusetts 
are friendly, and “ Barkis is williw.” The leading 
cities we shall reach by express and oarriers. Ex- 
. cluding a newspaper from the mails is a desd] 
stroke at its life. From 1877 to 1884 the church 
bigots kept me and my family oscillating between 
prison and poorhouse, hoping I, at least, might die 
in jail, forgetting that “the woman in the case” 
would still be at large and outspoken. Imprison- 
ment did not “reform” me, was not & success; but 
*he takes my life who takes the means of living." 
To stop the circulation of Princeton ideas by a single 
“order” from Washington would indeed be death to 
our life-work—surer means of extinction than im- 
prisonment. What befalls the paper will light on 
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any other reform newspaper whenever the Comstock- | to do about it? Do you desire we should go into 
Harrison wire conneets with the local postmaster. | court, as a self-sustaining, powerful organization, 
No nation on earth has such a cunningly devised, | with every precinct of the entire state represented, 


powerful, argus-eyed, vindictiv agency as the church 
now employs in these Comstock statutes to suppress 
soul liberty. That labor may hav and enjoy its own, 
opportunity and reciprocity prevail in business, lan- 
guage be ennobled by intelligent exactness, the origin 
and processes of life be studied, and physiological 
knowledge and discretion assure domestic felicity, 
we liv to work. 

Thenking you, Mr. Editor, for all that yourself 
and your sainted predecessor hav done in the col- |. 
umns of Tux Truru Serxer for mental growth; re- 
Joicing that increasing numbers of strong men and 
women stand together for the sacred rights of opin- 
ion assailed, and trusting that newspaper workers 
and readers, generally, will soon wake to realize the 
extent to which their liberties are imperiled by this 
blow at mental life, I am yours, for the overthrow of 
every hindrance to progress, Ezra H. Hxvwoop. 


Apathy a Crime. 

In the state of Washington, at cost of much labor, 
means, anxiety, and self-sacrifice, the justice of the 
demands of Liberals hay been conceded, and in 
some important particulars their claims allowed and 
their right legally assured. While all true friends of 
liberty rejoice at the victories won, the question that 
ig agitating the workers, those who bore the brunt 
and fought the battles, is: Shall the triumphs of 
justice achieved, shall all the efforts expended, be 


rendered null and void through apathy and indiffer- 


ence on the part of the Liberals throughout the 
state as to the enforcement of the law? True, 
under the new law, the Hughes bill, all church prop- 
erty is to be taxed at its full valuation. But unless 
systematic effort is made by the united Liberals of 
the state, will it be? : 

Under the late law church property is exempt 
only to the value of $5,000. There is not a church 
in Seattle that is assessed higher than $4000. So 
they all go free. Yet I doubt if ten of a half hun- 
dred of the churches in this city would sell out for 
twice, and many boast their shurch property is worth 
over ten times, that amount. Will churches be 
more conscientious in complying with the new law 
than the old? With demagog politicians or pious 
deacons for assessors, church valuations will be 
rated so low as to make the law nugatory. Churches 
realize this, and so are giving themselvs no anxiety 
avout the matter. 

Our state constitution reads: 

Ait. I, Sec. 11. No public money or property shall be 
appropriated for, or applied to any religious worship, exer- 
cine; or instruction, or the support of any religious establish- 
mert. 

Yet in many publie schools throughout the state 
children ara punished for not committing to memory, 
or for lack of reverence in reciting, the Lord's 
prayer. In some schools children of Liberals, Jews, 
and Catholics are told to go out and stand in the' 
hallway while “ the*blessed and holy Bible” is being 
read to the good Christian children. How would 
you like it if it was your child so treated ? 

Next August the assessment rolls in every precinct 
should be examined, and protest made in every case 
of under.valustion of church property. Simultane- 
ous action in every precinct throughout the entire 
state is what is needed. 

At once, wherever there are any religious exercises 
in any public school, demands for the discontinuance 
of such exercises should bə made, and compliance 
with the law insisted on. 

But that is just the diffisulty. The Liberal of the 
neighborhcod, best qualified to make these protests, 
feels dif&dent about rushing to the front and assim- 
ing so great responsibility; naturally hesitates to in- 
volve himself in dispute with neighbors, and possibly 
expensiv litigation. But if that Liberalis the chosen 
representativ of the responsible Liberals of his pre- 
cinct, and has been elected a vice-president of the 
Washington Secular Union, to act as its authorizsd 
executiv offiser ; if instead of making the demand in 
his own name, as a private citizen, he does so as the 
accredited representativ, the trusted and honored 
officer, of the state organization of Liberals ; and he 
knows, and can impress on those with whom he is 
brought into controversy, that he is backed by the 
moral and financial support of the united Liberals of 
the entire state, will it not make a big difference? 
Under such circumstances his duties would not be so 
very onerous. As the authorized representativ of an 
organization extending to every part of the state, he 


y | would be sure of respectful consideration, and as the 


law is clear and emphatic, would generally obtain 
prompt compliance with his demands without re- 
course to the courts. 

But to secvre the enforcement of the law we shall 
sometimes hav to go into the courts. To do so effect- 
ivly briefs must be prepared, counsel retained, legal 
fees provided for, so that should bigotry and church 
influence sway decision in lower courts we cau 
promptly appeal to the supreme court. 

Now, Liberals of Washington, you who har hitherto 
been so profoundly indifferent, what are you going 


and thus effectually refute the church falsehood that 
Infilels comprise but a beggarly few, lacking in 
respectability, means, or influence, and deatitute of 
any bond of unity or harmony of purpose? You do? 
Then hav you no immediate duty to perform? Should 
you not at ones become a member of the Washington 
Secular Uaion, use all your influence to induce others 
to do so, and help elect the beat Liberal in your 
vicinity as vice-president? Do you reslize what a 
powerful help, what preatige, it would giv to Liberals 
in every part of the state, if as a united body we go 
into court demanding justice and compliance with 
the law? How it would change the tactics of press, 
politician, and church! They would thenceforth 
treat Liberals with respect, instead of insolently 
ignoring, ridiculing, or wilfully misrepresenting 
them. The Liberals of any precinst becoming mem- 
bers of the Washington Secular Union hav at once 
a bond of interest. Their coming together to select 
and elect one of their own number as vice-president 
of the state society, would be the first step toward 
better acquaintance, and grester mutual interest in 
each other's welfare, and lead to the formation of a 
local Union. 

The Washington Secular Union is founded on 
strictly business principles—pay as you go; all re- 
ceive benefit. The work done is for the advantage 
of all; all should contribute. The dues, in order to 
carry on the work and forward the aims and objects 
of the society, are $1 each six months, payable in 
advance—less than four cents & week. I accepted 
the position of secretary knowing it would at first 
be one of thankless, unremitting toil, with small ard 
doubtful pay, but I hav confidencs in the grand no- 
bility of character Liberalism inspires in all honest | 
hearts—they will sustain me in the work. Iam not 
in the cause exclusivly for gain. When gain becomes 
my sole object, the church will gladly pay me ten 
dollars for every one psid me by Liberalism. 

I know the mighty power of efficient organization, 
and that once established in Washington, the glori- 
ous results attained will prompt other states to fol- 
low her lead. Some one had to step into the breach 
and suffer and endure until the forcas are all in good 
working order. Then any intelligent, zealous woman 
or man can fill the cffice of secretary, and I shall be 
only too glad to lay my heavy burden down, the 
work accomplished. 

Dr. H. Doane, the distinguished electrician, one 
of the most able and successful physisians on this 
coast—and a stanch Liberal—warns me that my con- 
dition is most critical, and positivly forbids the least 
over-exertion. My appeal for help was not on account 
of personal needs, however much cause may exist for 
making such appeal—not for myself, who perchancs 
ere the appeal is answered may be beyond its reach, 
gone to my eternal rest, No! LT cry for help, but it 
is help for the cause, help for the Liberals of Wash- 
ington so they may each and all realiza the present 
needs and grand opportunities to place the young 
giant state in the vanguard of mental freedom and 
human progress. It is not in the power of the com- 
bined churches to defeat us, unless by apathy and 
indifference we permit the golden opportunity to 
pass. Apathy, then, at this time, on the part of any 
Liberal of Washington, isa crime. “The next few 
weeks is worth an age if rightly employed, but if the 
time is frittsred sway by procrastination, not alone 
the state of Washington, but the cause of human 
progress throughout the entire continent will partake 
of the misfortune.” To continue quotations from 
the “Common Ssnse" of that noble hero, Thomas 
Paine, with whom to do good was religion—‘‘ And 
there is no punishment which that man will not 
deserve, be he who or what cr where he will, that 
may be the means of sacrificing a season BO precious 
and useful.’ “The sun never shone on & cause of 
greater worth. It is not an affair of a city, a county, 
a province, or a kingdom, but of a continent. "Tis 
not the concern of a day, a year, or an age; posterity 
sre virtually involved in the contest, and will be 
more or less sffected even to the end of time by your 
proceedings now." . . ; 

Now is the seedtime of earnest union, of practical 
organization. Liberals of Washington, duty is plain 
before you. In perfect confidencs I await your 
action. C. B. REYNOLDS, 

Seattle, Wash. Sec. Wash. Sseular Union. 


—— OO tH 
Lectures and Meetings. 

‘t Tur Paradoxes of Humanity,” is the title of a lecture by 
Mrs. Marguerite Moore, for next Friday evening at the Lib- 
eral Club, 220 East 15th street. 

W. F. Jamieson desires his Liberal friends of Minnesota 
and Wisconsin to correspond with him, as he desires to lect- 
ure in those states during the summer. Address at Des 
Moines, Ia. 

Interesting and Entertaining, 
From the Byron, HU y EXpress. 

We wish to extend our thanks to THE TRUTH SErKER for 
an interesting little book entitled. “ A Symposium of Free- 
thought, Is it Conservativ or Dostructiv ?—an entertain- 
ing work, forsale at THE Tnuru SeEKEr’s Office, 29 Lafayette 
place, New York city. 


' appearance, he, to impress her with the fact of his 


` to the woman, who afterward was called Eire (from 


“thou eat all the days of thy life.” 


. founding Satan with the serpent. 
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Ceammunications. 


Life of Satan.—Continued. 
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


We do not know how long it took Satan to traverse 
the distance between heaven and earth, but we do 
know, thanks to the industry cf Luke, that (x, 
18) Ohrist “saw Satan like lightning fall from 
heaven.” The veracity of both the eye-witnesses as 
well as the relator can, of course, not be doubted, 
hence we are able to state that the velocity of Satan 
during his downward journey was 186,000 miles a 
second. Naturally a descent of such a kiad would 
produce considerable heat and therefore friction, yet 
the latter seems not to hav affected Satan. Still, the 
descent was not without ita consequences ; on striking 
the earth he was so unfortunate as to break his leg. 
This accident did, however, prove to be more serious 
than might hav been expected, as, owing to the 
lack of good medical assistance, the broken limb was 
never properly sei—a fact that seems rather strange 
since according to the medieval clergy’s decision the 


: art of healing was a black, a diabolical art —1nd Satan, 


like Loki, Hephaistus, and Typhon, bas been lame 
ever since, a truth confirmed by Christian art, which 
always represents Satan as being a cripple. 

The angels that followed the banner of Satan, 
shared in his misfortune and were likewise thrust out 
of the heavenly city. They reached the earth ina 
hesp, snd Jehovah, taking advantage of this, placed 
his little finger on them and consumed them. 

S^me time after these events had taken place 
Jehovah placed a man and a woman in the garden of 
E len, and Satan, wishing anew to compare hia power 
with J shovah’s, succeeded ona day, probably during 
a temporary absence of the last-mentioned omnipres. 
ent being, in gaining entrauca to the garden. Kaow- 
ing how, much the feminin mind is influenced by 


own importance and high station in life, saddled, ac 
cording to Jewish authority, the serpent, which at 
that tima was of the size of a camel, aud galloped up 


the verb hayok, to liv). The result of the conversa- 
tion is well known. Eve ate of the fruit, whieh 
according to some was of au apple-tree, to others a 
wheat-tree, while again others state it was a fig; still, 
this is of less importance. Finding the. taste of it 
delicious she invited her husband, Adam (earth), to 
partake, and he, with a gallantry nowadays rare 
among husbands, accepted her invitation at once and 
ate of the fruit also. 

Modern Christian theology has succeeded in con- 
It is more prob- 
able, I think, that he took possession of the latter, or 
perhaps transformed himself into a snake like being. 
But let us proceed in the narrativ. 

Evening came, and the voice of the Lord God, 
probably wishing to take some exercise before it 
went to bed, was promenading in one of the alleys of 
the garden. And although we are informed by the 
clergy that the Lord God is omnipresent, all-seeing, 
and all-wise, it seems that on this occasion these 
attributes were employed somewhere else, for the 
voice had to ask Adam, “ Where art thou?” Adam 
answered, and the other attributes of the Lord God 
having meanwhile arrived, he informed the culprits 
that he knew all, and was exasperated over the 
defeat Satan had inflicted upon him. Jehovah, full 
of love and mercy as he is, condemned the poor 
fallen beings, and turning to the snake, which, like 
Adam and Ere before the fall, knew not “good from 
evil; and which, probably scared by the voice of 
God, that, as we know, is “like the sound of many 
waters,” had remained as rooted on the epot, said to 
it, “Upon thy belly shalt thou go and dust shalt 
A most severe 
judgment, we should think, considering that the 


' snake never was in possession of either feet or 


i 


wings. But when the anger of Jehovah grew cool 
he probably saw the cruel character of this his first 
curse ; at least, he seems never to hav enforced it, for 
at present the snake does not eat dust all the days of 
its life. 

The idea of a Golden Age, of a former state of 
innocence, health, and purity from which man falls 
when he, tempted by woman, disregards the com- 
mand of the supreme being, forms a part of almost 
every religion of antiquity. We hav not the time to 
dwell upon this fact to such an extent as we wish. 
We are obliged to restrict ourselvs to giving a few 
of the most striking instances, and direct those of 
our readers who desire further information to S. 
Baring-Gould’s “Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets ;” Smith: “Chaldean Account of Genesis ;" 
Colenso: “The Pentateuch and Book of Joshua 
Critically Examined,” etc , and to that most excellent 
compilation, “ Bible Myths and Their Parallels in 
Other Religions,” which for accuracy and general 
excellence we hav found unrivaled. 

According to the Bundehesh Ormuzd created a 
human couple, Mashya and Mashayáana, which he 
placed in an abode called Heden, through which ran 
a mighty river. In this region or garden of Heden 
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stood a tree, Hom, which contained ihe power of 
resurrection, and which was guarded by. several of 


Ormuzá's attendants. Long did the couple liv in 
happiness aud peace, but at the last their hour came. 
Ahriman, the prince of devils, sent a demon, who in 
the form of a serpent approached Mashs) iia and 
wave her and her husband fruit from the tree Hon. 
Thus the eternal happiness of mankind was lost. 

The Babylonians possessed the same legend about 
fifteen hundred years before the Jaws heard of it, 
and although those cuneiform inscriptions which 
treat of the serpent and the tree hav not been found, 
yet in the sacred grove of Anu we hav evidently the 
Hebrew tree of life, a supposition which is strength 
ened by a specimen of early Babylonian art now 
preserved in the British Museum, and which repre- 
sents “two figures sitting one on each side of a tree 
holding out their hands to the fruit, while at the 
back of one (the woman) is scratched a serpent” 
(Smith: Chsldean Account of Genesis, p. 91). 

The Hindoos had likewise a garden of Eden. It 
was the mountain Meru, on which no sinful being 
can liv. It is adorned with celestial plants and tress, 
and watered by four rivers. It was in this garden, 
which was guarded by a terrible dragon, that Swa- 
yambbura and his wife Satarupa liv in innccence 
and joy until Siva, wko desires to tempt this the first 
couple, lets fall a blossom from the sacred fig.tree 
Soma. Swayambbura, tempted by his wife, takes 
possession of the flower, and i. for this act cursed 
by Siva. 

But it is not alone among the Persians, Babylo- 
nians, and Hindoos we fiud a garden of Elen, a 
temptation end fall of man. Tne ancient Greeks, 
Egyptians, and Scandinavians, the Chinese, Mexi- 
cans, Thibetans, etc, hav likewise their versions of 
the sama myths. In fact, it seems to be a universal 
belief that man, through his disobedience, has become 
a fallen being. 

How this myth of a former happy existence of 
man originated, we cannot tell with certainty, yet we 
believe that in the pleasure with which aged people 
love to dwell upon the days of their childhood and 
youth, a tendency which has given birth to such 
phrases as “the good old daya” or “the blessed 
olden time,” we hav one of the creativ factors. 

It must, however, not be supposed that there 
always existed a belief in the literal truth of these 
myths. Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon, one of the most 
learned men the Jewish nation has produced, expressly 
states that we must consider these myths as allegories 
only, and so do other rabbis. Even Christian 
fathers, as St. Augustine and Origen, do not hesitate 
to exprees the same opinion, and in our days the 
number of these skeptics has vastly increased, even 
among the ministerial ranks; and yet this in spite 
of the fact that on the myth of the fall of man is 
built the whole Christian theology. For if we take 
away the fall, what use is there then of an atonement 
and a redeemer ? 

It is said by Jewish rabbis that Adam was 
created double; that he was both male and female, 
had two faces and one tail. This may seem rather 
strange to a modern mind, yet it is nevertheless the 
truth. For does not the Bible tell us * male and 
female created he them” (Gen. i, 27), and in Psalms 
exxxiv, “Thou hast fashioned me before and be- 
hind?" Now, that these passages can hav no other 
significance is proved by the words of Adam (Gen. ii, 
23), * This is now bone of my bone, and flesh of my 
flesh,” which passage, translated into common Ene- 
lish, mean”, Now I hav a wife taken from my own 
bones and fissh, which was not the case with my first 
one. But this fact of being obliged to take his wife 
along wherever he went, naturally enough did not 
suit Adam, any better than it would a modern 
husband. He couid not go to the club, or a fishing. 
or to see the man around the corner, unless his wife 
knew it. Jehovah saw his misery, and resolved to 
release him from his matrimonial incumbrares, to 
which end he asked one of the cherubim to hand him 
his sword, which was a flaming one which turned 
every way. With it Jehovah performed the first 
surgical operation on record, and turned the one 
half of Adam away from the other half. Thus it 
came to pass that Adam's first wife, Lilith, enjoyed 
an individual existence. But Lilith was proved 
rather unmanageable. To tell the truth, she was a 
woman's rights adherent, and consequently believed 
herself to be as good as her husband. Such ad- 
vanced notiong—she was about seven thousand years 
ahead of her time—met with the decided disapproval 
of both her husband and Jehovah, who both believed 
that man ought to be the head of woman. The 
anger of God waxed hot, and I think he must hav 
repented of what he had done. For we know for 
certain that Jehovah does repent; he did so after 


-the fall (Gen. iv), although we know also he is not 
;^ the son of man that he should repent” (Num. xxiii, 


9). When his anger “waxed hot” enough he drove 
her out of paradise and told her to go to the devil. 
Lilith did as the Lord had commanded her, but 
before she was out of hearing distance she turned 
about and said, * Tell Adam that posterity shall be 
the judge between him and me.” Posterity has 
given its judgment. Every believer in woman’s 


rights, Dr. Mary Walker and the Women’s Ohristiaa 
Temperance Union, lock upon thee, O Adam, with 
withering scorn! 

The reader will excuse this return to ante-fall days, 
but I believe it to be the duty of a biographer not 
to neglect any information that may throw light 
upon the lifaand character of his subject, and as Lilith 
became the better half, cr rather fifth, of Satan, my 
proceeding is, I think, perfectly justifiable. 

We know that Jehovah, after having precipitated 
Satan and the angels who rebelled with bim from 
heaven, destroyed these latter and left Satan alone 
to mourn his fate. Although Burke had not written 
his work “On the Sublime and Beautiful" at that 
time, yet Satan thought, like him, that “the total 
and perpetual exclusion from all society is as great à 
pain as can almost be conccived;" and partly to get 
relief, and perhaps, also—I cannot deny this rather 
ignoble trait of my hero’s character—to commemorate 
his late victory over Jehovah in the garden of Eien, 
he resolved to get married. Newspapers and matri- 
monial bureaus not having been invented yet, Satan 
was obliged to do his own wife-hunting. His choice 
fell upon Lilith, Adam's grass-widow, and sbe, enam- 
ored by his polished manners and attractiv appear- 
ance, stammered forth a yes, which made Satan the 
happiest devil in existence. The wedding took place 
the same day, but I am sorry I cannot satisfy the 
curiosity of my lady readers by describing the bride's 
toilet. Even tradition is silent on this subject. The 
bridegroom wore, besides his brightest smile, his go- 
lo meeting suit—swimming.- trousers end standing- 
up collar, while a length of stovepipe, which was not 
needed to carry away the smoke from his infernal 
furnaces, did service as silk hat. 

Later in life—I cannot state the exact time, owing 
to the rather untrustworthy character of chronicles 
of that time—Satan took unto himself some more 
wives, Naams, the daughter of Lamech, Igereth and 
Macbalath. In these transactions Satan showed, I 
must admit, his moral inferiority to many men, among 
others to King Solomon, who had seven hundred 
wives and three bundred concubines (1 Kings xi, 3). 
By each of his four wives Satan became the proud 
father of a great number of devils, who, with their 
respeotiv mothers, reign over the seasons of the year. 
At the change of the seasons there is a large family 
gathering, on which occasion the devils gather round 
their dear mother. It seemsthat to these gatherings 
the friends of the family are likewise invited. It is 
said that every St. Hans night innumerable witches 
are seen riding through the air, each sitting ona 
broomstick and accompanied by her black cat, and 
all are bound for Hazen or Blocksberg, in Germany, 
where the festivities take place. We will, however, 
warrant the truth of this assertion, since it is not 
vouched by the rabbis or chureh fathers, or by the 
gospels. 

For several centurias after the marriage of Satan 
we hav but scanty knowledge of his sayings and do- 
ings. Then no American newspaper reporter ever 
called to interview him, and no Boswell took pains 
to note down those small traits and snecdotes which 
enable us to get an insight to the individual's inner 
life. But we do suppose that his duties as family 
father, and tutor for his many childrer —Lilith alone 
had 478 legions—occupied most of his time, and 
considering this we are sorely grieved by hearing so 
holy a man as the writer of Chronicles assert that 
“Satan stood up against Israel and provoked David 
to number Israel” (1 Chron. xxi, 1). And our grief 
is so much the deeper because this accusation is 
nothivg but vile slander. For it is expressly stated 
by the writer of 2 Sam. xxiv, 1—and no one ac- 
quainted with Hebrew, Greek, and English grammar 
can deny it—that it was Jehovah himself, and not 
Satan, who “moved” David. Of course it may pos- 
sibly be that the Holy Ghost, when he inspired the 
Chronicles writer, had left his memorandum book at 
home, and consequently made this mistake; in fact, 
we should not be the least surprised if this really 
was the case. Then we know, judging from the 
many contradictions in which both th. O'd and the 
New Testament gbound, that the memory of His 
Ghostly Eminence is rather impaired, and only two 
things excite our wonder: First, Jehovah's patience 
with his blundering secretary, who, instead of attend- 
ing to his business, spends his time not alone in 
seducing lonesome virgins—instances of which 
abound in the history of antiquity—but even in vio- 
lating the sanctity of the marriage tie, an' instance of 
which latter conduct is given us in the holy gospels; 
second, the forbearance of Satan in that he bas not 
sued the secretary for slander, a course deemed per: 
fectly justifiable by even strictly orthodox Christians 
of our time, and this although they are told, “ Love 
your enemies,” 

At last Satan had completed the education of his 
progeny, and a more lively and mischievous 
lot of children never existed. In fact, they were full 
of deviltry. No wonder, therefore, that Satan, like 
any other father, looked upon them with pride. Yet 
it was not in his nature to pass his days in the bosom 
of his family. Even the best of Gcd, devils, and 
men wants to know what is going on outside.” There- 
fore, after taking a loving farewell from charming 
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wives and beautiful children, Satan, turning his back 
to his warm, comfortable home, get out on his journey 
to this earth. After his arrival, having no special 
business on hand, he, being a lover of nature, made 
up his mind to explore that witness of Jehovah's 
power, wisdom, and love, the wilderness. Here he 
met a gentleman who gave. his name as being Christ 
Jesus, Galilean Dr. Tauner, who jist had finished 
a forty days fast. Farther conversation revealed 
the fact that the gentleman was a son of Jehovah, and 
as old as his father the Holy Ghost, both of whom 
existed befora the beginning of creation, while his 
mother, the Virgin Mary, who at the time of our nar- 
rativ was about fifty years of age, was the wife of 
his father, Carpenter Joseph of Nazareth, a direct de- 
scendent of King David. Satan, on hearing this, at 
onse recognized him as oue of the persons of the 
trinity. By the way, not being able myself to evplain 
the relationship in which the diff rent members of 
this three-leaved clover stand to each other, I subjoin 
an extract from the world renowned document known 
as the Athanasian creed, a perusal of which will 
convince any person possessing a tolerably well- 
balanced mind that there is nothing mysterious what- 
ever about this trinity if she or he will only use their 
faith. Rəason and every-day common sense are not 
alone perfectly useless, but even destructiv. 

The extract referred to is as follows: . 

We worship one God as trinity, and trinity in unity; 
neither confounding the persons nor dividing the substance ; 
for there is one person of the Father, another cf the Son, 
and another of the Holy Güost. But the godhead of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; 
the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. 


sowed tares [that is, inflaenced him to call for several 
small drinks, a sufficient number of which will make 
a person “get on a tear”) among the wheat [it is 
well known that people of that country use wheat 
bread, hence, in the figurativ lacguage of the oriental 
the taking of a drink between every few mouthfuls 
of wheat bread is expressed by the phrase, sowing 
tares among the wheat]. 

But if the devil himself was not activ, his dear 
children made up for it. They were all over—now 
in the country of the Gergesenes (Matt. ix, 28-33), 
where two of them entered the bodies of two men; 
now in the land of Gadarenes, where one, by name 
Legion—“ for we are many," said he—had taken 
possession of a poor fellow (Mark v, 1-14). But on 
both occasions they were driven out by Christ, who, 
using his word (Matt. viii, 16)—how I do not know, 
but I suppose for a fork or a shovel—made them 
leave their habitation. Yet for some reason or 
another he did not kill them, but allowed them to 
enter a herd of swine, among which they raised such 
devilish disturbance that the innocent four footed 
beings got afraid and committed suicide by drown- 
ing. Idonot know whether Christ ever paid the 
owners for the loss they had sustained. These small 
devils would sometimes be mean enough to say to 
Jesus, when he drove them out, “Thou art Christ 
the son of God" (Luke iv, 41), which always was 
sure to annoy him, since he wished no one to know 
what a “big bug” he really was. Yet we know only 


and itis related by Mark i, 24. At other times the 
devils would be deaf and dumb, an instance of which 
is tolà by Mark ix, 17-27—yet these efflictions would 
not prevent them from either hearing or crying. .It 
was not always necessary for Jesus to speak to them. 
Thus, the devil who plagued the Syrophenician 
woman's daughter left before Christ came ; but he 
wes evidently new in his business and consequently 
rather timid. Gustave NELSON. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 


Viewed with the eyes of reason it reads: 

We worship one God in the person of three Gods, 
aud the same three Gods in the person of one God; 
neither mixing up the persons nor dividing the one 
substance of which the three persons are composed. 
For there are three persons, but these three are one 
and the same person. Oaly the father is self-exist- 
ing; the two others derive their existence from the 
former; yet all three are equal and of the same age. 
Each of them has a character different from the 
others, each of them possesses qualities which the 
others hav not, yet in spite of this they are all three 
three perfect beings and one perfect being. 

But this latter explanation of mine is of course 
erroneous, for I admit I do not possess the necessary 
amount of faith required, so I say with St. Paul 
(Rom. xiv, 5): “Lot every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind." 

But to return to Satan. As soon as he had found 
out who his fellow-traveler was, he natureily tried to 
tempt him. Hə used various schemes, but was 
unsuccessful, so at last he took Christ Jesus “up 
into an exceeding high mountain,” which latter has 
either totally disappeared or at least grown smaller, 
aud lent him his telescope, by which he was enabled 
to see the edge and under side of the earth, that, we 
know, was fiat at that time. While Christ Jesus 
was thus engaged in viewing “all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them,” Satan addressing 
him said, among otber things, “All these things I 
will giv thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 
Bat Christ Jesus was obstinate; he did not care 
for the good things of this world, a trait in his char- 
acter in which he diffars very much from his present 
representative. And then Satan, perceiving he was 
“left,” left him. i 

This highly instructiv and moral narrativ is found 
in the writings of the divinely inspired, and therefore 
truthfal, writers of Matthew iv, 1-11, Mark i, 12, 13, 
and Luke iv. 1-13. Yet, we do not know really 
what to think of it. For the likewise divinely in- 
Bpired writer, John, who certainly would tel the 
truth as well as the others, says that on the day 
after the baptism Christ Jesus was yet “hanging 
round" Jordan (i, 35), while on the second day he 
tramped through Galilee (43), where he on the third 
day provided wine for the guests at a marriage feast 
iu Cana (ii, 1-10). after which he went down to 
Capernaum and thence to Jerusalem to take part in 
the Jawish passover (12,13), Yet in spite of this 
evidence, I lean toward the belief that the three firat- 
mentioned authors are right; then, supposing this, 
we hav an explanation of Satan’s subsequent conduct. 
Taking this ground, it is evident that the splendid 
victory of Cariat Jesus vexed Satan considerably; at 
least, we hear nothing more about him for quite a 
while ; for the story told in Matt. xiii, about the devil 
sowing tares, I consider as a deliberate falsehood, 
invanted purposely to soil the reputation of my hero. 
For after making the most diligent inquiries as to 
his character, I hav not found the slightest trace of 
his ever being on a “ tear” and much less on a regular 
succession of “drunks,” nor do I know of his ever 
walking from saloon to saloon treating himself to 
small drinks. Being acquainted with the olergy's 
mode of explaining the sacred text, Iam fully con- 
vinced that such exposition is possible. The passage 
which runs as follows: “But while men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and 
went his way,” can easily be explained thus: “But 
while the men [the rational faculties of Satan] slept, 
the enemy [his passion for strong drinks] came and 


el 


* Chureh Taxation.” 


I hav just read Miss Craddock's appeal to Liber- 
als to circulate the forthcoming pamphiet on “ Church 


dozen, but where shall I send for them—to Tux 
Trura SEEKER office, or where?* 

I wish, however, to criticise Mr. Westbrook’s sixth 
* point," which reads as follows: “The taxation of 
church property would make very litile difference to 
church-goers, as they are already mainly taxpayers, 


added to the duplicate of personal taxation.” This 
is a truth which is virtually untrue. For instance, 
Qieen Victoria gets $5 000 per day; this, with 
other enormous sums, is raised mainly by taxing 
farmers. The farmer pays it and yet he does not. 
In order to pay the tax laid upon him, he grinds it 
out of the poor slavish men and women, the latter 
working in the fields for sixteen cents a day. (Send 
ten cents to John Davey, Kent, O, for “The Union 
and its Fiag,” and see how these poor women suffer.) 
The heavior the taxes the more the farmer must cut 
down labor in order to pay the taxes. It is, then, 
the toilers who pay the taxes. Who will deny this? 
Farmers, in England, seldom ever pretend to work 
for themselvs. They are a species of “middle 
men,” taking the products of lebor, deducting a fat 
living and enough to sport with, and handiag over 
the balance for the support of idle parish priests, 
and to maintain the army and navy and the mon- 
strous imposition of royalty. We are drifting into the 
same ruts in this country. The exemption of church 
property from taxation is a step in that direction. 
Trusts, corporations, and even the ordinary busi- 
ness men never calculate to be minus in their own 
profits on account of taxation. No, sirs; the price 
of labor must be lowered or the products of labor 
must be raised. I belong fo no labor organization 
and take no part, directly, in the conflicts between 
capital and labor, but the facts which I hav just 
stated are so plain the most uninformed cannot help 
realizing the truth of them. Our village, Kent, & 
few years ago was noted for the “Jiv and let liv” 
wages paid by the railroad company. Now the 
Officials of the road hav got to imitating Haropean 
uabobs, building “ royal dog cars” to haul themselva 
and cfticials of other roads over the United States 
“inspecting roads,” eto., as if an ordinary Pullman 
ear was not good enough. To meet this enormous 
expense, the wages of the men had to be cut down. 
Some are working at eighty cents per day. When- 
ever mansions, palaces, and cathedrals begin to be 
reared, the price of labor goes down. In the nature 
of things it must be so. This side of facts should 
not be omitted in presenting the question of '* Church 
Taxation” to the public mind. The building of 
costly churches means high-salaried preachers; the 
presence of silks, broadcloth, eant, hypocrisy, stook- 
gamblers, rotten gentility; a general prostitution of 
the teachings of Ohrist, and an indirect repulsion of 


*Send to secretary American Secular Union, 930 N. 17th 
street, Philadelphia, Pa.—Ep. T. S. 


one instance where he did not suffer them to speak, |- 


Taxation,” by President Westbrook. I shall want a. 


and what is saved to the church by exemption is. 


the masses from whose hard earnings the money has 
been extorted to erect those gaudy buildings. 
masses Of day-laborers and mechanics realize. these 
facts, and a feeling of revenge is rising within their 
breasts against this return to priestly rule and des- 
potism; hence a strong effort should be made by the 
Liberals to get all the facts before their minds. 


The 


The Jesuit priesttocd is zealously at work to bring 


into the Romish church all the main moneyed men 
of the country and its governmental offisials. 
means continued exemption of church property, 
Catholic framing of our laws, and, after a little while, 
the laying of these United Siates at the feet of the 
holy father, the pops, as they are sworn to do. 
erals should distribute at least a hundred thousand 
of these pamphlets on taxation of church property. 


That 


Lib- 


Kent, O. 


——— a 
The Sympathy of Nature for Man. 
In the issue of the 19ih inst. Mr. I. S. Bradley, 


Joan Davey. 


among your “Letters from Friends,” proposes the 
following questions, to “corner” disbelievers in 
immortality with no doubt, but which I will dispose 
of in short order: - 


First: “ Is man sympathetic ?” 
I reply in the afirmativ, only adding that the 


intensity of hbis sympathetic inclination depends 
upon the affinity or congeniality of those with whom 
he comes in contact. | 


Second: “Is man a produet of nature?" 
I emphatically answer Yes, without any qualifice- 


tion whatever. 


Third: “Is nature sympathetic?” 
It is so in a limited degree; her constituents, atoms, 


having an affinity for congenial particles, which ten- 
dency is essentially sympathetic in ita character. 


Fourth: “Is nature non-sympathetic ?" 

I reply that wherever atoms or forces are uncon- 
genial in their character they are essentially unsym- 
pathetic. 

Fifth (and last question): “Is it possible for a 
non-sympathetic element to produce anything con- 
taining sympathy ?” 

This question is already answered in the above. 
Nature is partly sympathetic and partly unsympa- 
thetic, these opposit tendencies manifesting them- 
selvs in attraction and repulsion. From these two 
opposit forces of nature were evolved the loves and 
hates of organic beings, and the more pronounced 
sympathetic inclinations of the human species— 
though not all are “drawn together by a fellow- 
feeling that makes them wondrous kind,” as Mr. 
Bradley is probably aware, many showing a decided 
repugnance to each other at first sight. Love and 
hate are therefore but questions of congeniality in 
man as well as in ultimate atoms. Sympathy in man 
is but the developed form of the sympathy existing 
inchoately in nature or in its constituent particles. 
It is sympathy that impels atoms to cling together, 
forming the bodies which clash upon our senses as 
matter, though nothing but aggregations of immate- 
rial force particles which through their various molec- | 
ular arrangements assume the multitudinous forms 
pervading space. If this sympathy existing between 
the particles of matter were suddenly destroyed 
their bond of union would be severed and disintegra- 
tion would instantly ensue. How then can nature 
be unsympathetic while the bodies comprising it, 
great and small, are clinging together in a loving 
embrace until * death,” 2 e., eneroachiug inimical ele- 
ments, doth them part? In man, the product of 
nature, we will find therefore in & developed form 
what is innate in the tiniest molecule. 

If Mr. Bradley is answered, and “turn about is 
fair play,” I would propose the following questions, 
to which I invite the attention of believers in 
immortality : 

1. Can a finite being giv birth to an infinit one? 

2. Are souls or spirits a substance? 

8. If so, from what source is this spirit substance 
derived ? : 

4 Does a spirit occupy the same amount of space 
as when in the flesh, ¿.e., the same number of cubic 
feet ? : 

5. Can two or more spirits ocoupy the same space 
simultaneously; or in other words, must they make 
room for each otber as they did while in the flesh? 

6 Wil spirits outliv the life, decay, and disinte- 
gration of their parent planet? . 

If these questions sre logically answered I will 
embrace Spirituslism and resign myself to the horri- 
ble fate of being condemned to pass all eternity sing- 
ing hossnnas to an “unknown quantity,” or eudgel- 
ing my brains solving the mysteries of the universe. 
What a pleasaat pastime, by the way, this must be 
for those who cannot sing, or “never cared the snap 
of their finger” for the universe! But for “sich 
like” some other employment will hav to be found, 
no doubt, else they will soon be in the predicament 
of The wandering Jew, 


Who wanted to die, 
But didn’t know how to. 


Marengo, Ill, April 22, 1890. — H. WETTSTEIN. 
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A Brief Interview by Mail. 


Mesars. Funk & Wagnalls, publishers of the Voice, 
a Prohibition journal of the ultra-orthodox and tyran- 
nical sort, hav sent out a circular, receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, with a question attachment, 
our answers to which will be found hereto appended. 
The publishers of the Voice say: “Will you not 
help us to awaken public opinion in favor of the puri- 
fication of politica? Senator Ingalls says, ‘The 
purification of politics is an iridescent dream.’ Are 
„the business men of America—the men who do not 
care for offisa, but do cars for the welfare of the re- 
publie—ready to settle down to the conclusion that 
to seek after clean politics is the chasing of rainbows ? 
We do not believe it. If conscience cannot be 
forced into polities, if at least the honor that rules in 
business cannot be made to rule among the men who 
control the ballot-box, there is indeed gravest reason 
for apprehension. Will you not help us to make 
public opinion against political corruption and in 
favor of clean politics by writiag us your answer to 
one or all of the inclosed questions ?” 

We are quite willing to do anything legitimate 
that shall make for honor and honesty, that shall 
benefit the country, enhance liberty, and help to 
hasten the time when all men shall be free, shall be 
equal before the law practically as well as theoret- 
ically, and possess the opportunity to express their 
unpurchased sentiments and deposit their votes un- 
influenced by priests and politicians at the polle on 
election day. But we sre not very strongly in favor 
of the plans of the pharisees who are behind this 
Prohibition circular. It is their desire to run the 
country themselvs in conjunction with the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union, the God-in-the-Consti- 
tution party, and fellows like Ssnator Blair of New 
Hampshira. The evils of the liquor traffic are but 
the pretext for their ambition. 

Thesa are the questions: 

** 1. Do you not believe that to conspire against the purity 
of the ballot.box should be regarded as treason against the 
republic, and should be most severely punished ?” 

We believe that influence through fear or bribery 
of electors is & crime. And we believe also that 
when Archbishop Corrigan or any other priest com- 
mands his church slaves to vote as he desires them 
toheisacriminal. The ordinary political influencing 
of votes ig not so great a treason against the country 
as the machinations of the Roman Catholics. 
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“3, Is not the present domination of the liquor power in 
politics an exceedingly great evil, and one to be most reso- 
lutely resisted ?" 

The domination of any one power in politics is 
necessarily an evil, and inevitably leads to tyranny. 
That is why we oppose the efforts of Blair, the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Uaion, and the Na- 
tional Reform Association. Let these people hav 
their way, and liberty in this country would be some- 
thing unknown. The liquor dealers seek ** domina- 
tion” for only one thing; the churches are seeking 
to dominate us in all things—schools, holidays, taxes, 
even our printed thoughts and spoken words. A 
blasphemy law is more invasiv of liberty than a sa- 
loon; a Sunday law interferes more with a man’s 
rights than a license law; the practical destruction 
of cu: public school system is more dangerous to 
the welfare of the country than the construction of 
whisky stills. If the liquor dealers were seeking to 
force everybody to use their goods, then we might 
compare them to the religionists who are endeavor- 
ing to force men to submit to them. At present, 
however, there can be no doubt af ail as to which is 
the more dangerous element in politics. 

“3 What do you think of the purchase of the public 
press in Pennsylvania and elsewhere by the liquor men, as 
confessed in the ‘confidential’ letters published in the 
Voice.” 

We think that if an editor has sold his opinion he 
ia a dishonest man. Wsthink also that the methods 
of the liquor men sre dishonorable. But their im- 
morality is as virtue compared to the miserable 
actions of the hypocrits who present a petition for a 
Sanday Jaw, claimirg fourteen million signatures, 
when in fact, less than three hundred ever signed the 
petition. And their action is compsrativly harmless 
beside the provision cf Senator Blair’s prohibition 
bill which would invade the home, the shop, the ships, 
the very closets and cellars of every man in the 
country in a search for the forbidden article. There 
is such a thing as a remedy being worse than the 
disease for which it is applied. 

“4. What do you deem the most important practicable 
step towards the purification of politics ?” 

Get the priests of the Roman Catholic church and 
the fanatics of the Protestant church out of it. Lat 
Senator Blair and Frances Willard go into retirement. 
Let the pharisees of the Prohibition party be honest 
and show their full hand. Lat the God.in-the Con- 
stitutionalists disband their National Reform Asaoci- 
ation. Let the Sabbath Uaion cease its endeavors to 
make the Senate believe that the people desire the 
reénactment of puritan Sunday lawe, and stop lying 
about their petition. Lost the Methodists quit boast- 
ing that their church once elected a president, and 
can do it again. These are a few practical steps 
toward purifying politics—steps which the Voice 
may hav some influence in inducing the people named 
to take. 

“5. If you hav no objection, please state with which polit 
ical party you usually act ?” 

With the party we think is right, and for the men 
we think to be honest. 


With the fanatics and tho pharisees, Never! 
——— 94 9——————— —— 


Sunday Law Idolatry. 


We frequently meet with the expression, “ the 
American Sunday.” According to common sense 
and the Constitution of the United States we should 
naturally conclude that this was a Sunday which every 
American was free to observe in any manner he 
pleased or not observe at all. It is difficult to 
imagin the existence of anything more un-American 
in spirit than the enforcement of Sunday laws. Yet 
there is one thing that equals even this in inconsist- 
ency. That is the observance of Sunday as a Sab 
bath by Christians professing to find their religion in 
the Bible. 

Setting aside one day at least out of seven for 
purposes of rest and recreation is no doubt to be 
commended as a public benefit. Sunday is as suit- 
able for that purpose as any other day, and for the 
convenience of those who may wish to attend public 
worship may be considered more suitable. There 
is, therefore, no reason to object to the prohibition 
of the employment of labor on that day, where such 
prohibition is not accompanied by any serious incon- 
venience. But to prevent any individual or number 
of individusls from themselvs doing on Sundays 
what would be lawful at any other time is politically 
tyranny and religiously idolatry. 

When keeping Sunday as a religious day is made the 


chief point of practical piety, it ceases to be Ohris- 
tian, and becomes an idolatrous rite. It is idolatry 
to worship the work of our own hands, and this is 
what the Sunday-law persecutors are doing. Oes- 
sation from labor and business on the first day of 
the week is the main article in their religion. Ac- 
cording to their own Bible they are commanded to 
work on that day. ‘Six days shalt thou labor and 
do all thy work. But the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy Ged; in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, 
nor the stranger that is within thy gates. For in six 
days the Lord made the heaven, and earth, the ges, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; 
whereupon the Lord blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it” (Ex. xx, 8-12). In Genesis i we learn 
that the days were to be kept from evening till 
morning, and we know from Jewish practice that 
they were so kept. The time the Bible God com- 
menoed his rest was Friday evening, and, in memory 
of it, the Sabbath was to be kept from that time 
until Saturday evening, when the first day, with its 
obligation of work, began. There was a Sabbath of 
years for the land commanded by the same author- 
ity as the weekly Sabbath for man (Lev. xxv, 1-16). 
If the one is absurd, why not the other? Both are 
Jewish institutions, and there never was a Sabbath | 
which was not Jewish. 

The Christian Sabbath is a ridiculous misnomer. 
To the mejority of Christians themselvs, the very 
name is unknown. The early Christians observed 
the Saturday until they discovered that they were no 
longer Jaws. In later sges the Roman church estab- 
lished a festival to be kept on the first day of the 
week in memory of Christ’s resurrection, which was 
believed to hav occurred on that day. But it never 
was, and is not now, in that church, confounded with 
the Sabbath. In the breviaries of the church the 
offices for Saturday are appointed under its old name 
of the Sabbath, and Sunday under that of the Lord’s 
day. If Christians wish to be consistent they should 
either keep the Sabbath at the time and in the man- 
ner commanded in the Old Testament, or consider 
that it is entirely abolished under the New Cove- 
nant, and not keep it at all. 

The timo appointed in the Old Testament is from 
Friday sunset till Saturday sunset. The manner is 
by entirely resting from all work ourselvs and for- 
bidding any work to be done by our servants and 
cattle. We must also, if we keep the Old Testa- 
ment's Sabbath, make the breach of its observance a 
capital crime. ‘Ye shall keep the Sabbath also: for 
it is holy unto you. Every one that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death” (Ex. xxxi, 14). We must 
visit with death the offense of lighting a fire upon a 
Saturday. “ Whosoever doeth work therein shall be 
put to death. Ye shall kindle no fire throughout 
your habitation on the Sabbath day " (xxxv,2,3). But 
there is no commandment respecting any form of wor- 
ship to be carried on upon that day. If we stay at 
home and do nothing we keep the Sabbath. If we 
ride to church we break it and should be put to 
death. 

But if this Jewish Sabbath is abolished under the 
Christian dispensation, there is not one word in the 
Bible or anywhere else, save in human laws, about 
keeping any Sabbath at all. The Romish church 
has commanded that servil works, ¿.e., works usually 
performed by slaves, shall be abstained from, and 
the sacrifice of the mass attended, on the first day of 
the wesk, and the Roman church claims authority to 
make ceremonial laws, but how about those who 
reject her authority? By what curious logio does 
the Protestant hold himself bound to abstain from 
work on Sunday, and not bound to abstain from 
meat on Friday, when the one observance has ex- 
actly the same authority as the other? The New 
Testament does not contain either command. Two 
or three times it is mentioned that the apostles were 
together on the firot day of the week, but nothing 
could be more natural than to suppose that they 
would be, as that day commenced on Saturday 
evening, and throughout the Saturday they had been 
together to keep the Sabbath, which had not then 
ceased to be observed. 

Even if this extremely probable cause of their asg- 
sembling together had not existed, the mere fact of 
their being together on any day of the week would 
be a poor excuse for observing that day in place of 
another to which a strict commandment was attached. 
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But the truth is that, all other religious observances 
having nearly died out with religious belief, the gu- 
perstition inherited from the religion of the past 
makes people cling to the observance of one day as 
having a religious significance. And this supersti- 
tion is so far consistent with its religious origin that 
it appoints a day for the observance of which as a 
Sabbath there is absolutely no reason at all. If the 
Sabbath is of obligation, it must be kept at the time. 
and in the manner commanded. If kept at any other 
time, it is done in compliance with human laws. 
Those who keep Sunday as a Sabbath are complying 
not with the commands of their God, but legal en- 
actments made by men. They are worshiping not 
God, but laws which are the work of their own 
hands. They are not Bible Ohristians, but Sanday- 
law idolators. 

————Ó—9———————— 

Mr. Harman's Sentence. 


Moses Harman has been sentenced by Judge Fos- 
ter to five years in the penitentiary and to pay a fine 
of three hundred dollars. 

When our readers comprehend the meaning of 
these words, those of them especially who hav read 
the articles upon which he was convicted, their indig- 
nation will be deep and furious. A sneak thief gots 
a few months in jail; a burglar a year or two in the 
penitentiary ; a man guilty of an atrocious assault 
thirty or forty months in the state prison—and they 
all, perhaps, deserve it, for they hav seriously injured 
their fellow-men. But Mr. Harman has done none 
of these things: he has stolen nothing, assaulted no 
one, injured no man. The crime for which he suffers 
this malignant sentence is in fact no crime ai all. 
Admitting that wilful obscenity should be punished ; 
admitting, even, for the sake of rendering the case 
clearer, that Mr. Harman’s publication cf Dr. O'Neil's 
communication deserved punishment, this imprison- 
ment of five years for printing the articles upon which 
conviction was secured is an abominable perversion 
of justice, brutal in its magnitude, and undeniably 
evincing a parsecuting spirit. The judge has ob- 
tained his revenge for the presumption which Mr. 
Harmen displayed in instructing him in his duties. 

The Comstock law ought to be swept from the 
statute books of the nation. The local courts are 
amply competent to inflict punishment upon evil 
doers, and therefore this villainous law serves no 
useful purpose, and is, besides, as unconstitutional as 
would be a statute authorizing treasonable actions. 
From the time of its enactment to the present it has 
been used by its procurer for tyrannical purposes 
only. It is the knotted club with which the despica- 
ble agents cf the Vice Society beat out the brains of 
better, and a thousand times purer, men than them- 
selva. No state court in the country would infliot 
such barbarous punishment for no crime whatever 
as this United States district court has inflicted upon 
Mr. Harman. The sentence bears no relation to jus- 
tice ; it is beyond the pale of humanity ; it is wanton 

'eruelty. If its victim had been as guilty as he is in- 
nocent, five years’ imprisonment would hav been a 
merciless retribution to hav visited upon him. 

The articles upon which Mr. Harman was con- 
victed are two. One of them is a letter which we 
described a few days after Mr. Harman’s arrest (Feb- 
ruary 23, 1887) as a “coarsely written and exclama. 
tory denunciation of the abuse of marital rights,” 
but in which the “ obscenity " is concentrated in the 
uae of one word common in all medical journals. 
But as we said then, so we still maintain, that, yield- 
ing to Judge Benedict’s definition of obsesnity, the 
article could not corrupt the morals nor deprave the 
mind, and if the use of the word is in this case ob- 
scene, then it is in every case, and the publishers of 
all medical books may be prosecuted. The other 
article is a letter from Mrs. Celia B. Whitehead, a 
Ohristian lady, to Mrs. E. D. Slenker. Mrs. White- 
head's letter is a protest against the use of contra. 
cepts and a plea for austerity of life. Though a 
Ohristian, Mrs. Whitehead is a humanitarian, and 
her work is always for humanity’s good, as she sees 
it. It will probably shock her, and may or may not 
injure her church standing, to be legally convicted 
of writing articles too obscene for public print. But 
neither of these letters can, by any legitimate stretch 
of any decent imagination, be confounded with that 
vile class of publications which the honest part of 
the congressmen had in mind when they passed 
Comstock’s law. Compared with numberless pas- 
Sages in the Bible the letters are refinement itself; 
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and it is without question that the writers of both 
intended only good by their inditing—one to make 
men more gentle toward their wives, the other to 
induce perfect chastity on the part of both sexes. 

At the beginning of this action, we said that if 
Mr. Harman should be convicted for the publication 
of these letters it would be no less an invasion of 
personal rights, no less an outrage, than that inflicted 
by Judge Benedict upon the founder of this paper— 
D. M. Bennett. As it has turned out, the invasion 
and the outrage are as much greater as five years are 
longer than thirteen months. Mr. Bennett was a 
perfectly innocent man. So is Mr. Harman. Mr. 
Bennett did not hav a fair trial; neither did Mr. 
Harman. The latier’s defense was aptly described 
by Mr. Walker asa “botch.” He was not allowed the 
counsel of his choice—a right which even the deter- 
minedly bigoted judge who tried O. B. Reynolds for 
blasphemy would not deny his prisoner. The coun- 
sel whom Mr. Harman was almost compelled to ac- 
cept knew nothing of the case and showed no con- 
ception of the magnitude of the issue involved. He 
defended Mr. Harman as a police court lawyer would 
defend a sneak thief who was caught in the act and 
who hoped to escape punishment by claiming to hav 
been drunk when arrested. The best of all defenses 
—that the matter complained of was not indictable 
under the statute—was thrown away, and Mr. Har- 
man was Virtually forced to plead guilty, his lawyer 
denouncing the article and claiming Mr. Harman to 
be insane. Yet even after this fatal admission, three 
cf the jurors—so they now affirm—agreed to a con- 
viction only on condition that all the twelve jurors 
should sign a request to the judge to inflict the low- 
est penalty named in the law! Where is this re- 
quest? Why was it not given to the judge? Or, if 
it was, what shall be thought of a judicial officer who 
would disregard such dn appeal and substitute five 
years’ imprisonment and three hundred dollars’ fine 
for the comparativly small pecuniary penalty to which 
he could hav confined the sentence? On the face of 
the matter the conclusion is irresistible that the 
bench was vindictiv and misused its power. 


Yet, if such be the case, we think the judge has 
defeated himself. The sentence is so excessiv, so 
out of proportion to the.crime, if it be admitted to 
be a crime at all, that the pardoning power, rigor- 
ously Oalvinistis though it be, can hardly refuse to 
act in the matter. If the sentence had been but a 
few months, probably little hope in that direction 
could be entertained. But that any president with 
human feelings in his heart will allow a man of Mr. 
Harman’s character to suffer five years’ imprisonment 
for so trivial an cffanse, is incredible. For the honor 
of our government, if for no other cause, the penalty 
should be remitted. 

— t 


A Prospect. 


The Catholic Review does not mince matters in 
the following paragraph: 

“ The author of the letters in the Sun signed ‘ Rabbinicus’ 
is very much troubled, or perhaps delighted, over the dis- 
covery that the Catholic church will never be able to make 
the ¿imperium in imperio a success. *Rabbinicus' does not 
look at the matter from the proper point of view, which is 
the Catholic view. There must always remain a distinction 
between the spiritual and the physical orders, and in prac- 
tical life the spiritual must always take first place. The 
Romans had to suffer from the imperium in imperio, and it 
destroyed them because they opposed it. In the same way, 
it will destroy every force which opposes it, which is the 
same as saying that Christianity is the only indestructible 
religious principle in the world. Governments must agree 
with, not attack Christianity, if they wish to liv and pro- 
gress. ‘Rabbinicus’ would not hav so much to criticise in 
Christianity, but for his uneasiness that the Christian prin- 
ciple is destined to possess the world in the future even 
more thoroughly than the past.” 

That is to say, Christianity owns the world; 
Roman Catholicism is Christianity, therefore Roman 
Catholicism owns the world. Again, the spiritual is 
above the material, and must rule it. The spiritual 
is the Roman Catholic church, the materiai is the 
government; ergo, the Roman Catholic church must 
rule the government. Thirdly, the Republic is the 
imperio, the imperium is the Roman Catholic church ; 
the imperium destroys all who oppose it. And it 
follows, plainly, that unless the imperium in imperio 
is allowed to be a “success,” the Republic is to be 
destroyed. 

Now, read this from Senator Blair to the Mail and 
Express—his regular weekly Washington letter: 
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‘I do not believe that it is possible that the American 
nation will develop in the direction of toleration of all re- 
ligions—that is, so-called religions. Whether the general 
public conviction shall be right or wrong, I yet believe that 
instead of selecting and finally tolerating all so-called re- 
ligions, the American people will, by constant and irresistible 
pressure, gradually expel from our geographical boundaries 
every religion except the Christian in its varied forms. I do 
not expect to see the pagan and other forms existing side by 
side with the former, both peaceably acquiesced in for any 
considerable length of time. Ido not think that experience 
will satisfy the American people that the inculcation of any 
positiv religious belief hostil to the Christian faith or the 
practice of the forms of any other worship is conduciv to the 
good order of society and the general welfare. There may 
not be an exhibition of bigotry in this. I believe that re- 
ligious toleration will yet come to be considered to be an 
intelligent discrimination between the true and the false, and 
the selection of the former by such universal consent as shall 
exclude by general reprobation the recognition and practice 
of the latter. 

* No religion which interposes any agency between man 
and God is Christianity. No other religion than Christianity 
—and Christianity as I hav thus defined it—is consistent with 
the existence of human liberty and republican institutions. 
This country will not long exist as a free country if any other 
religious teaching comes generally to prevail. Noone human 
being is the superior of any other human being in kind, how- 
ever much we may differ in the extent of our several endow- 
ments, and no religion which finds space for an authority 
between the creature and the creator can prevail without 
destroying the republic. Now, religious belief is a matter of 
education, and hence no free people will, or at least can, 
ssfely permit a system or a practice of education which sets 
up any human master of the human soul—save only the 
supremacy of each soul over itself. 

“This does not imply that the people will undertake to 
teach affürmativly the dogmas of religion in the sectarian 
sense, or perhaps, even, in the most general and funda- 
mental sense. But it does imply that the people of the 
republic will see to it that certain things are not taught to 
the American child. The people will not rest until they 
hav subverted all schools and teachers who create in the 

soul of the child a belief in a power greater than the right of 
private judgment and less than the authority of God—an 
allegiance to any spiritual power except the highest, or any 
prince, potentate, or power, save only the eternal king, 
which can inflict pains and penalties of a spiritual nature, or 
in any other life than this on earth. 1 

** Tbe people will not rest in their study of the subject, nor 
in the regulation of the educational forces of the land, until 
they hav compelled all citizens to be the rnasters of the Eog- 
lish tongue—until they hav secured the eradication of all 
religious teaching which enslaves the soul of the child to 
any other master than its supreme father, or which clothes a 
mere man with powers which partake of the prerogativs of 
God.” 


That is to say, all religions but Christianity are to 
be suppressed ; Protestantism alone is Christianity, 
therefore nothing but Protestantism shall exist in 
the country. Secondly, religion being a matter of 
education, the schools must teach religion. Protest- 
antism is religion; therefore the schools must teach 
Protestantism. And once again, as Christianity is 
nothing without people to believe it, as Protestantism 
is the only real Christianity, as all religions but Chris- 
tianity are to be suppressed, it follows that all 
who do not join the Protestant church are to be in 
some way gotten rid of! 

The prospect, however it is viewed, looks dismal 
for everybody. 1st, The Roman Catholic church 
will rule or ruin. This means destruction to 
Protestants and Agnostics and pagans alike. 24, 
The Protestant church will rule, which means 
suppression of everything else. This also is rough 
on the Agnostics and pagans and Catholics. And 
here comes in the question, what will Senator Blair 
do with all the folks who don't join bis church? 
And how will the Catholic Review's imperium 
destroy the fellows who don’t help make it a “ suc- 
cess?” Are we to hav, on the one hand banishment, 
as Senator Blairs Puritan ancestors practiced it on’ 
the Quakers and Baptists, or hanging as they prac- 
ticed it on witches; and on the other burial alive, 
beheading, tortures, dungeons, as the Catholics 
practiced them on the Protestants; or shall we hav 
the stake, the gibbet, the persecution and killing by 
soldiery, as both sects practiced them on each other, 
as opportunity offered and power permitted? We 
really wish the Review and Senator Blair would be 
more explicit in explaining their programs. 

One thing, however, is learned with certainty from 
these representativ utterances—and that is, that the 
persecuting spirit of Christianity is not dead; and 
that had it the power each great division of the 
Christian church would be cutting the other’s throat ; 
and that with either in plenary power, the country 
would be one vast cemetery, for there is only one 
way to destroy or suppress heresy, and that is, the 
death of the heretic. 


"otherwise occur. 


"take it by one Frank Lillie. 


~ and tail. 


. an even trade, or I would not mind giving some boot. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 10, 1880. 


Letters from friends. 


BanrLETT, DAX., April 25, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Please send me the book of pictures. 
Very truly yours, E. SurrE. 


Forney, TEx., April 21, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $2 for the book of pict- 
ures when ready. Respectfully, Wx. Bonnies. 


Emo, Mo., April 19. 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: Inclosed find $2, for which please send me 
the picture book as soon as convenient. W. B. LAMME. 


Fort Worts, Tex., April 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed is $2, for which please send me a 
copy of the pictorial arguments against the church. 
Respectfully, J. M. Brown. 


NxzvszLoN, Mont., April 5, 1890. " 

Mr. EprroR: I am greatly in favor of the illustrations. 

I consider the paper the best of any I take or see. Long 

may yeu and the cause prosper in the bright, sunny way. 
F. H. LovzzrNe. 


Hovaurox Co., Miom., April 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 25 for the picture book 
and Ayer's ‘Secular Funeral and Marriage Handbook." I 
hav had the grip for eight weeks, and want funeral ceremo- 
nies clear of orthodoxy. Good luck to Heston. 
Yours, H. S. BEESLEY. 


Derrorr, Mion., April 21, 1890. 
~ Mr. Epıtor: Please find $2 for one copy of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER pictures when issued. I think you hav struck the 


- right neil on the head, for. as I send all my papers away, it 


is what I hav long wished for. Davip FLemine. 


FnEEDOM, April 12, 1890. 
` Mr. Eprror: Please send me two Annvazs for 1890 and 
one for 1889. We hav just been having a series of night 
sweats in our little village, of the Methodist persuasion, with 
the usual results, which I hav written up and had published 
in the Earlville Leader of an adjoining town. 
D. M. Stevens. 


WzsTEIELD, N. J., April 11, 1890. 
` Mr. Eprror: I send a new subscriber. This man was 
born and raised a Catholic, but has subscribed and paid for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKEE to-day. I know that ‘‘ many a mickle 
makes a muckle,” and go shall try to send you & few more 
names before long. Yours very truly, M. L. Nrionors. 
` 
Sunset, Tex., April 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I will inclose in this twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL and my vote for the pictures in my Bible. Before 
the year is out I will gend a little to help to keep them up. 
And if the picture book is published and I liv I must hav 
one. Iremain, Yours truly, HarrwET Davis. 


CENTRALIA, ILL., April 13, 1890. 
Mr. Ep:ron: I hope to be able to send you names of new 
subscribers soon. We hav four churches here who hav im- 
ported one or more evangelists each. Now we hav had a re- 
vival running for one or two weeks each. They hav reaped 
a large harvest of converts, a very large per cent of whom 
are children. F. D. REXFORD. 


; Morns, ILL., April 11, 1890. 
Mr. Ep:rOR: As I consider you are working for the bene- 
fit of al! the human race, trying to giv new light to the blind 
dupes of the thousands of that class that should serve a life 
sentence in the prisons of our country for obtaining money 
under false pretense from their ignorant, unthinking victims, 
I feel thankful that you liv. Y. E. MoCLENDON. 


Waatoom, Wasa., April 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $2 for the book of cartoons 
when published. Taz TRUTH SEEKER isa kind of kinder- 
garten, as the illustrations make impressions that, coming 
only from type, would be overlooked by the ordinary psalm- 
singer, and consequently causes discussions that would not 
J. Y. COLLINS. 


Stoman, Wasu., April 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Send me your paper and Ingersoll’s address, 
** Crimes Against Criminals.” I hav only seen your paper 
for four weeks, but esteem it very much. I was induced to 
I can learn more from one 
paper than I could from the old riddle-book all my life. I 
think it a grand, good paper. GEORGE Steves. 


New Yorks, April 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprro2: In Tux Trouts Szexer of April 19th, Kellar 
the mag'cian has got on the right track for the elucidation 
of Bible mysteries. The south represents the winter solstice, 
or Capricorn (the zodiacal sign), the goat, death, gloom, 
hades. As the ancients always depicted the gods as men, so 
the sun in this sign was represented by a satyr—horns, hoof, 

This is the popular devil or Satan. 
J. F. Tonxs. 


Harmony, IND., April 3, 1890. 
. Mz. Epiror: Seeing the team you hav hitched to your 
wagon, I thought I would try and take a ride, inasmuch as 
this theological wagon is not safe. Some of these theologians 
ask me if I do not believe I hav a soul. [ tell them I do not 
know what they mean by a soul. I tell them if I had one 
and it was as much trouble to me as theirs seems to be, I 
would try and trade it for a good, sound body, if I could get 
The 


soul grows with the body, I think. 
folly to be wise. 1 

If you answer questions, I would like to know if the Bible 
is any more of an inspiration than Josephus, and how many 
votes Josephus lacked of throwing the Bible over the fence 
and being itself-elected as the standard to regulate our 
consciences. Fearing I might be tiresome, will quit. 
More anon. Yours in the cause, Jzssz MAURER. 


If ignorance is bliss, ’tia 


W ATERLOO, Kan., Apr. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: If Liberalism can do something for the 
farmers and laborers, let it do so. And I believe it can, and 
will. We can no longer depend upon the selfish, bigoted 
Christians or their merciful God to do it for us. Self- 
reliance is what we want, and honest Liberals at the head of 
the government. Equal rights and impartial liberty is what 
l want. I remain, 
Yours for truth, light, and liberty, 
Cosuxuzs, CAL., April 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to 
express my pleasure over the announcement that the pictures 
are to be published in book form. It occurs to me that it 
would add strength and force of argument to the cartcon 
book to hava full-page picture of each one of the instruments 
and modes of torture inflicted by the church, as is represented 
on a small scale in your ANNUAL. This ought to be done, 
even if some of the others had to be dispensed with. “Please 
find inclosed $5 for inclosed list of books and tracts. 
W. R. QRIMSHAW. 


Jonn T. Powzrr. 


ExozrsIOR, Ia., Apr. 19, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send me the ANNUAL for 1890. I will 
say that I am expecting to get three or four new subscribers 
to Taz TRUTH SEEKER shortly. I can hardly get time to read 
it till they want it from me. We are all coal miners, and I 
take my paper to the mine, so that the boys may see it. It is 
a wonder I am not scared to take it down the mine, when I 
know God is likely to get so avgry as of yore. 

We hav been talking about trying to get Mr. Jamieson, of 
Des Moines, to come here. We think he would create a stir 
in the orthodox camp, as this is a very pious place. 

D. Ozean. 
San Anronio, Tzx., March 8, 1890. 

Mr. Eptrog: John E. Remsburg recently delivered his 
lecture, ‘‘ False Claims," in this place. The Lord gave us 
some pretty foul weather, but the horrid Infidels turned out 
just the same. If it had been a pleasant night, the hall 
would bav been entirely too small, but as it was, the house 
was well filled and I do not believe there were over a dozen 
Christians in it. A few men whose mental calibers were not 
up to the occasion left the hallin disgust. After the lecture 
a large number of Freethinkers remained and a temporary 
organization was perfected, with & membership of sixty. 
The San Antonio Freethinkers are just beginning to rouse 
and rub their eyes after a long, long sleep. Everybody was 
well pleased. Orto PRAEGER. 


PonrviLLE, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Well, now, about this school question, and 
about reading the Bible in schools, why not let the Catholic 
books be read in Protestant schools and Protestant Bibles in 
Catholic schools, so as to let them see what they are quarrel- 
ing about? It is nice stuff to quarrel about, anyway. 
Why not let the big scholars, young ladies and gentlemen, 
read in school parts of the Song of Solomon and the place 
describing where David danced before the ark of the Lord? 
I think that that would disgust them so much that it would 

do away with such things as quick as anything. ; 
"Yours for truth, Joun R. Coats. 


Coxcorp, N. C., March 14, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: A tramp preacher by the name of Bill Fife, 
called the Drummer Preacher, struck this town March 8d, 
and carried on a gospel racket for seven days. Business 
men closed their stores to gotohearhim. Hehadacrowded 
house day and night—crowded by persons eager to hear their 
neighbors lampooned à la Bam Jones. The result was, Bill 
Fife carried off $280 of the people’s money. This is not the 
worst. One lady, Mrs. F. A. Archibald, who was made sad 
several months since by the death of her two children, has 
lost her reason and will be sent to the asylum. How sad, 
how sad to the family and friends of this estimable mother 
and wife, to see her reason dethroned by a gospel tramp! 
Will he, can he, restcre her reason, and her happy smiles to 

her family? No, never. J. W. MznarrzEy. 

: Lowzrr, Mass., April 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: About two years ago I wrote you a letter 
which received some criticism because I believed in restricting 
freedom. If that critic happens to see this he will see that I 
hav got my eyes open a little wider, for I am now as free from 
political as from religious superstitions. I do not believe 
any man should hav or enjoy what is not his own, except 
by inheritance or gift, and believe that rent and interest do 
giv men that privilege. I do not believe ten million men hav 
any more right than one man to dictate to me what I shall 
do. Ido rot believe that & government by force can be rec- 
onciled either with Freethinking or with Christianity. I 
believe, moreover, that the freest thinkers are the best 
Christians. I believe also that speculation in land is as 
wicked as speculation in air would be if that were possible. 
Each one is entitled to all he can use and no more. I 
believe that forcible taxation is robbery, and that voluntary 
contributions would be freely given for public objects if 
taxation was not imposed upon people by force. I do not 
believe in free love as commonly understood, but as under- 


stood by modern Anarchists I believe in absolute individual 
freedom in every respect. I believe every law ever enacted 
is a bar to progress, and that public sentiment and Free. 
thought will do more for the world than all the courts of 
justice in the universe. G. A. CHAPIN. 


Forp City, Kan , April 20, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 25 for one new subscriber 
and myself, with the AwNuar. Continue the pictures. 
They astonish the nativa like a clap of thunder from a clear 
sky. I think the picture book will be a splendid thing. I 
believe a panorama of those pictures would be of immense 
value to assist lecturers. It seems to me that I could take 
8 panorama of them and do some good. At least, I should 
be willing to try one provided they could be got up at not 
too great an expense. I would like to comment on some or 
all of those pictures before an audience. I do believe with 
8 panorama ten to one could be converted to our side, the 
Bide of truth. I do not know or think of anything that 
would lead them out of tbe ditch of ignorance and supersti- 
tion agquick as that. Anda little good music with it would 
carry them toa grander and higher temper of civilization. 
What would be the probable cost of & panorama of that 
kind? It would only be necessary to hav a few of the lead- 
ing characters. I would like to hav an expression from the 
other readers of TuE TRUTH BEEKER as well as yourself. 

f "H. B. Von VoorsEgs. 


WESTERN BRANOH NATIONAL Home, 
LzAvENwORTH. Kan. April 2, 1890 
Mr. Epitor used to see THE TRUTH SEEKER On flle in 
our ibrary, but it has disappeared in the las three moñth 
Jbelieve I am the only regular subscriber of the twenty.two 
hundred members. Weare quartered in thirteen companies 
quarters, or barracks, and only in our company, Company 
G, the following order was put on the bulletin board : 
Company G, WzsrgnN Branog, Jan. 80, 1890. 
. Reading aloud in the barracks is strictly prohibited, also 
religious and Atheistic discussions. By order of the gov- 
ernor, Henry MussLER SERGANT. 

I would politely ask you, who is ruling tbis institution? 
Is it the pope in Rome, or the czar of Russia, or a Bismarck ? 
I am not able to see where it came from. I wonder if a 
prisoner in Siberia is allowed to read aloud and speak about 
religious matters or not. 

My income is $2 per month. Iam unable towork. Iam 
sixty-nine years old. But I am bound to spend another 
twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL of 1890. 

P. Minxwirz. 


New Castiz, Pa., April 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The following is an editorial observation ap- 
pearing in the Youngstown, O , Vindicator: 


There is a foolish story going the rounds in certsin quarters 
of the town that, while several inches of snow fell last Fri- 
day night, not one flake lay upon the neglected grave of 
Sterling, the murderer, who was hanged in the jail a few 
years ago. Probably the story is not true, or if true, the 
exposed place of the lonely grave in the Potter’s field suffi- 
ciently accounts for it. bu there are people credulous 
enough to believe that kindly nature declines ‘‘ to hide that 
guilty front with innocent snow,” thus making supernatural 
what is merely unusual, and thereby pressing closer to them- 
selvs the everlasting cloud of mystery which at best lies 
close enough about us all. 


The truth of the matter is that the body of Sterling found 
its way to the dissecting-room of a Cleveland, O., medical 
college within seventy two hours after the burial. 

I will add a comic verse: 


A mischievous urchin, named Whittleton White, 
Tied a shoemaker’s tool to the tail of his kite; 
The cobbler looked up, with countenance wan, 
And sang, ‘‘ Jesus! my awl to heaven has gone.” 


J. Epp LEsLIE. 
mur A 


,Rookx Ruvzn, O., April 25, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: The inclosed non-political paper slip, with 
yours in a late TRUTH SEEKER on the Persecution of Mor. 
mons subject, make two only to the thousands of news- 
papers in approval. Ou, Christian virtue as practiced by 
the clergy ! 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER is the paper of papers for truth and 
fair play. Lorg may its Editor liv. B. GrEASON. 

No more extraordinary and far-reaching opinion was ever 
handed down by the Supreme Court of the United States 
than the one on the Idaho test oath case. Idaho has a Jaw 
which aims to deny to Mormons the right to vote. The 
citizen who cannot subscribe to an oath that he does not 
belong to the Mormon church is barred from the suffrage. 
This law the Supreme Cour: of the United States holds to be 
good. Under it one who believes in the Book of Mormon, 
whether he be a single man or a man with one wife only, is 
disfranchised along with the Mormon who has violated civil 
and moral laws by acts of bigamy or polygamy. This 
is punishing men for opinion instead of for acts, and that is 
why it is extraordinary. Because there are tens of millions 
of other people in this country besides Mormons who believe 
in other alleged sacred books which teach the propriety of 
bigamy and polygamy, it follows that this ruling of the 
Supreme Court if carried to its logical extreme would apply 
to all such as well as to Mormons. For this reason the de. 
cision may justly be said to be one that is far-reaching. It 
has always been held that government does enough when it 
punishes acts. Now, the courts can claim the right to say 
what & man thinks, to say that what he thinks is criminal, 
and having done so punish him for his alleged thought. 
Without doubt those guilty of bigamy or polygamy are unfit 
to exercise the right of suffrage whether they are Mormons 
or not. Upon conviction of such crimes they should 
be punished. As part of that punishment they could be and 
should be disfranchised, as is done in the case of convictions 
of other crimes. But when punished in that way without 
trial and for no reason except for having opinions, or for 
being suspected of having opinions, the natural question is, 
Whither are we drifting? Manifestly to an ultimate status 
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ia which it will only be safe to belong to the majority. The 
world has tried that sort of thing several times and found it 
very disagreeable as well as unprofitable. 


Bunpyspure, O., April 14, e.m. 290. 

Mx. EpiTOR: As a subscriber to your sheet, I wish to say 
that I fully approve of the pictures. Why not? Do 
Christians respect our rights guaranteed by the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of the United States ? 
No, sir, they do not. Shall we respect their rights? Yes, 
Bir, but not those fool,lying principles contained in their 
calendar, the Bible. Thos. Paine said, ‘“ Some people can 
bs reasoned into sense; others hav to be shocked into it.” 
There has been & discussion pending for some time here, 
between one O. H. Pennell and myself. First he wanted to 
hav it on the Bible and two on a side, each to hav two 
speeches of twenty-five minutes, and I to close in ten 
minutes. This I would not agree to, and then he desired to 
affirm that ''Christianity has been the greatest civilizer 
known." This I agreed too, and he has backed down on 
that. He told me he would show ** Ingersoll was gradually 
yielding in his views" by & paper that John Lewis, of 
Girard, O , takes. I wrote to Mr. Lewis; he says he never 
made auch a statement—never told anyone such a thing. 

B. O. FENTON. 


LAKE Crry, IA., April 10, 1890. 

Mr. Evitor: For many years I hav taken the noble old 
TRUTH Seeker, and hav ever been looking for the article 
that could do the most good, put into leaflet form, with 
least expense, and hav made up my mind the article written 
by War en Smith, of Nashville, Tenn., in a late TRUTH 
SEEKER, is the article I hav been looking for. The article 
is written under the title, ** Heathen or Christian— Which ?" 
and is a perfect stunner and no mistake. Put into leaflet 
form 80 a8 to fold nicely, with a blank spot on back of leaf 
for name and compliments of sender, it could be slipped into 
an unsealed envelope and sent out by the thousands. I 
know of many now who were playmates of mine nearly 
sixty years ago, that I hav seen but once in forty years. 
How I should like to send them an eye-opener. Although 
too old for much activ work, two or three hundred of such 


leaflets I could put out—at least from one to two hundred 


to fineadvantage at our home town. "There ought to be one 
million of those leaflets spread broadcast over the world. 

Mr. John E. Remsburg has been of great benefit to every 
truth.loving man jn America, in snatching from the robbers’ 
hands one of the brightest jewels that will crown Abraham 
Lincoln’s immortal name in glory to generations yet unborn. 
Nobly has he performed that great work, and it ought to be 
put into pamphlet form. Is there a Freethinker in America 
who wants to die and not hav that pamphlet in his home? 
I hope not. 

Inclosed find a dollar for the pictures. J. L. TOMPKINS. 


BRAMBLE, Inp., March 1, 1890. 

Mr. Evitor: As I am living in an orthodox Christian 
community composed of both Catholics and Protestants, and 
I am opposed to any of their dogmas, and am almost a 
lone Freethinker in these parts, it naturally follows that I 
often Fear their barbarous doctrins argued. The majotity 
of them are in favor of crime. That is, if one man kills an- 
other in cold blood, these saintly Christians are ready, with- 
out the least particle of mercy, to destroy his life in just as 
cold blood as the first killed in. I claim that a man who ex- 
terminates his fellow-man for money, without any malice 
toward his victim, suffers from a disease of the brain, 
and there is a removable cause of such disease. 1 believe to 
take his life by hanging or otherwise does not cure others of 
the same disease. I believe if it is a crime for the first party 
to kill, that it is a crime for the second party, or the state, to 
kill him. One thing I know, that to hang a man for murder 
does not bring back the life of the murdered, nor does it re- 
tard crime. Where do men get authority to commit a deed 
that they forbid others committing? The law says we shall 
hang them and it is right to do so, cry these Bible, godlike, 
saintly, Christian believers. I will say, can a few men meet 
and make a law to take life and make it right to do so? 
Can might make right? Is crime a cure forcrime? My 
mind is so I cannot think that it is. These good Christians 
tell me if a man kills in cold blood, that if he repents even at 
tke gallows he will go to heaven. If he does not repent, he 
will go to hell. They do not wish him to liv, they wish to 
hurry him off to one of these places. They also tell me that 
most of these murderers repent and go to heaven. A pretty 
place to send & man whom they think gane and not flt to liv 
with them here. Yet they expect to go to heaven and liv 
with himthere. Can any Christians think it wrong to kill and 
then think it right to kill, and be right in both hypotheses ? 
Can or do they really believe that God will send them to 
heaven for taking life? It seems that they do, for I see 
many of them carrying revolvers and dirk-knives, and there 
-are no wild beasts in this country either. They, the Chris. 
-tians of this community, still hav a great deal of the old bar- 
ibarism and superstition in them. They think it right to take 
life, but they seem to want the right to take life themselvs. 
Anyone else taking life is wrong. I think as long as men 
make laws to take life, just that long will other men believe 
in mob violence. They will say, We know of a man who is 
guilty and we will just stretch him up without any law in it, 
and avoid expenses. We hav as much right to hang and 
punish as the law. For myself, I do not believe in taking 
life at all. I think if one commits murder he should hav a 
life sentence, or if such persons could be placed on some 
island they could in time be cured of the disease. Farther- 
more, I think when laws quit killing people it will hava 
a decidedly good effect upon society. It will make better 
people. 5 

I would like to subscribe for Taz Teura BERKER, but am 


universal freedom is individualism. 


not able now. I hav bought several copies from you, ard 
like it very much. I read them with great interest. Ido not 
think it could be better. I hav read copies of the Twentieth 
Century, Freethinker? Magazine, Secular Thought, and other 
Liberal papers. I would like to take all of them, but cannot 
take any of them. I hope I can in the future. I hav 
emerged from dark superstition by the light of my own 
brain, with only a week's schooling, therefore I am not edu- 
cated. If you consider this worthless, gend it back, and I will 
hav it printed in pamphlet form and circulate it over this 
priest and preacher ridden country. | 
Cuas. A. GrENN. 


ManTINSBUrGH, W. Va., Apr. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: In the great controversy between Christianity 
and unbelief the evidence is gradually but surely accumulat- 
ing on the side of unbelief. I am by this time convinced 
that there is no God; that the teaching of Christianity that 
there is a God, heaven, and hell, is all a humbug. And I 
wonder and wonder why millions of people who investigate 
everything else in life so readily and persistently cling to the 
Bible and the churches. It is positivly amazing to witness 
their position on this ever greatest subject of life and death. 
To those millions, intelligent and ignorant, rich and poor, 
the existence of God and a heaven and hell is a matter of 
course, a closed question. ‘As true as gospel," they say in 
what they assert. And Freethought and unbelief are shock- 
ing to their flne Christian sensibilities. In all other subj cts 
and affairs in life the intelligent, shrewd Christians and nom- 
inal believers will inquire and investigate in order to be made 
secure. In all dealings in business, political, and social mat- 
ters investigation and security is sternly carried out. Things 
and propositions not clearly manifested to their understand- 
ing and approval are rejected. They are doubtful when 
there is room for doubt, but when they come to the mighty 
question of life and death, why, of course the Bible is true 
and there is a living God who created all things and all are 
subject to him. It is the fool only who says there is no God. 
This is the claim and position of millions of Christians and 
nominal believers, sensible enough on other questions than 
religion. It is astonishing to brave, independent thinkers. 
Christianity, as the powers that be, happen to hav almost all 
the wealth, all the power and influence, and almost all the 
number of people on its side. But just simply because of its 
vast power and numbers it is not necessarily true. The eter- 
nal truth cannot be changed. But this great material and 
mental force swings the world in all things pertaining to 
human rights, happiness, and welfare. The only basis for 
We must declare our- 
selvs absolutely free as distinct sovereign individuals to think 
for ourselvs entirely on all questions, and do all we can for 
the preservation of liberty. Christianity is no friend of lib- 
erty. Its whole teaching is to command and enslave. And 
the worst of it is that it humbugs millions by its promises of 
future bliss and threats of an eternal hell. 

Life is thrust upon us. We exist a wonder to ourselvs. 
Whence we came and whither we drift, we know not. There 
is one common destiny for all. In the very nature of things 
all cannot believe alike. We believe what we must believe. 
This is sincerity, as Colonel Ingersoll says. What we are, 
we are, and cannot be responsible for. We are not free 
agents, but helpless beings, ever at the mercy of cruel fate. 

I cannot see how any sensible, observing, just man or 
woman can still believe in God, as their experience surely 
ought to dispel this delusion. Intelligence ought to banish 
old traditions of the supernatural, and superstition, the curse 
of the people. As I review the past I feel how badly I hav 
been humbugged when too young and inexperienced to think 
and judge for myself all this absurd teaching of God, heaven, 
and hell. But, thanks to knowledge and experience, I am 
enjoying sweet mental liberty. This happy result came from 
no teaching of any manor book, but from my own honest 
doubts. That unbelief has not millions on its side to-day is 
wonderful, taking into consideration the impossibility of 
proving there is a God. This is a beautiful world, and 
heaven and hell are here. Many hav their heaven here, and 
many their hell on this earth. Until universal equality, just 
conditions, and perfection exist there can be no God. We 
as impartial inquirers giv the claims of Christianity a fair 
trial. We as lovers of the truth seek for it, whatever it 
may be. f 

Not one promis in the Bible is fulfilled or comes to pass. 
No prayer is ever answered. No elders in the church heal 
the sick by anointing in the name of the Lord. No sight is 
given to the blind, no healing to the deaf. No angel appears 
even to the most pious when dying. No miracles are worked. 
There is no consolation to the mournful; no God's grace; 
no knowledge of him whatever. Tuomas J. Conners. 


In tox Far West, April 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I cannot comply with your request and 
furnish names of Liberal-minded people. I circulate fifty- 
two numbers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER where they do the 
most good. The reason I do not giv names is because I do 
not know what the coming TRUTH SEExER may contain. 
Such infamous expressions as were made by one Downes, 
from Ohio, and Swan, of Chicago, and Winter, of Cincinnati, 
would simply not do. It will not do in an intelligent com- 
munity to revile our naturalized citizens as the above-named 
social pests did a few months ago. We owe more liberty to 
our foreign-born citizens than we generally giv them credit 
for. The intelligent Germans hav stayed our fanatical, 
perjury-breeding Prohibition, which has made countless 
liars not only among common people but leading statesmen. 
We hav no Sunday laws in California, and none agitated till 
the fanatical Yankee made his advent. Wherever we hav 
plenty of foreigners in large towns, we hav Sunday liberty. 
The daily Oregonian, a few years ago, urged Oregon to in- 


duce Swiss people to settle its foothills in Willamet valley, 
saying in looking over their success in California that one 
thousand Swiss would be more useful to Oregon than three 
thousand Missourians or five thousand from ‘Tennessee and 
North Carolina. And the same holds good all over the 
Union. Where no foreigners hay settled, from the Carolinas 
to New Mexico, we hav no civilization nor intelligence, nor 
progress, mentally or industrially, but fanaticism and cut- 
throatism, in place of justice and liberty. We owe liberty 
and all progress to foreigners, says Senator Morrill in the 
senate. New York and Chicago hav ninety-one and eighty- 
seven per cent foreigners and theirchildren. What American 
is not proud of those gigantic metropolises of commerce? 
Set that in contrast with decaying Yankeeism in New 
England. 

History tells us that Washington was assisted by officers 
and men of all nationalities. In the last war we had some 
two millions of men armed in four years; out of them seven 
hundred and odd thousands were of foreign birth. Yet the 
fit. Louis Globe-Democrat stated that ninety-five per cent in 
the Union army were nativs, and that the foreigners 
amounted to little. Cana person be an American and not 
be a liar? 


Stephen Girard, the great philanthropist, was a Swiss, 
born and raised in western Switzerland—not a Frenchman, 
as is erroneously supposed. John A. Roebling, the builder 
of the Niagara Falls, Alleghany, Covington, and New York 
and Brooklyn suspension bridges, was a Swiss engineer and 
architect. L. Agassiz, the founder of fundamental sciences 
in our country, was also a Swiss, and nota Frenchman. A 
Swiss senator, three years ago, in urging the adoption of a 
patent law, stated that through neglect they had driven 
many of the best mechan'cs to the United States, and showed 
to the Swiss senate that her watchworkers alone took out 
sixty-eight patents on watches in our country up to that 
time. The founder of the Smithsonian Institute was an 
Englishman. Henry Shaw, who donated Shaw’s park to 
the city of St. Louis, was an Englishman, while one of our 
Yankees would hav sold the same for about six million 
dollars. John Erickson, the inventor of the monitors that 
saved our country when it tried men’s souls, was a Swede; 
also the inventor of the steam fire-engin, and the most powerful 
and destructiv torpedo-boat, refusing a great fortune for the 
patent from foreign nations. The author of the San Fran- 
cisco Crystal Palace is & German. One of our greatest rail- 
road managers is a German school-boy, Henry Villard. 
There is but one Delmonico’s in the world—in your city, 
founded by Chas. Delmonico, from Canton Tessina, Switzer- 
land. The artist and donator of the Bartholdi statue isa 
Frenchman. The manager of the New York World wasa 
Swiss, that brought that journal among the first in the nation 
in a short time. The architect of the New York city crim- 
inal courthouse is a young Swiss, competing among nearly 
forty, the best architects of the country. Captain Eads, the 
builder of the steel bridge at St. Louis, and the Eads jetties, 
had for his chief engineer a German for years. While the 
former did the political lobbying, the latter carried out the 
work and showed plans for great works. Theo. Thomas, 
our greatest concert musician, is a German. For years 
we tried to plan a railroad up to Pike’s peak. Swiss 
engineers a few years ago were sent for. They made out 
plans, but our builders would not adopt them. Self-conceit 
did not permit at first. But after three years the capitalistic 
projectors ordered their ad »ption, and look, they are build- 
ing now on the Pike’s peak railroad. And next summer we 
shall ride up to said peak on the cars, built after the Swiss 
mountain system, and there I invite the leading Freethinkers 
of our country to celebrate the Fourth of July at nearly six- 
teen hundred feet hight. Some time ago the American In. 
land Lake and River Engineers gent a petition to Congress 
complaining that nearly all such engineers are foreigners, and 
calling the attention of Congress to what might arise in case 
of war. Did you hear anything more silly? Since we hav 
more foreign engineers, we can travel with more safety. We 
do not hav 80 many blow-ups on lakes and rivers as we had 
twenty years ago. I remember the horror of Westfield in 
your harbor—came near being blown to sheol myself. In 
all our wars foreign officers hav been numerous in our 
defense. 

The foreigners do not furnish food to Jesse James’s, Rube 
Burrows’s, and Redmond’s bands, who killed men by the 
hundreds. They do not join Moonshiners, Ku-Klux-Klan, 
Bald Knobbers, White Caps, Knights of the Switch, regula- 
tors, and similar shotgun midnight assassins; nor join that 
Yankee abomination, Prohibition spies, that cause so many 
murders; nor join in the Kentucky feuds that bred murders. 
for fifty years. Twenty-one years ago the secretary in Texas 
reported 367 murderers being pardoned from the penitentiary 
and nearly one thousand not being tried yet at large, and 
there were no foreigners among them. So this silly Yankee 
from Ohio wants all foreigners debarred from justice, and 
Winter, of Cincinnati, toots his horn and blows, ** Me too,” 
because the Clan-na Gael killed one of their members. Did 
Mr. Downes raise his voice when our nativ Freemasons 
killed the Chisholm family in Mississippi fourteen years ago, 
and when numerous other murders were committed, always 
on innocent victims? or when the lower-class Freemasons 
and Odd Fellows hire Texas voters from place to place, as is 
done in eastern Colorado? And does he exclaim when the 
mail is interfered with under Holy John? We are ashamed 
of American justice, that we hav not a jury system like that 
of other civilized nations. The infamous history of Chicago 
does not exhibit enlightened justice. The Anarchists were 
hanged for what was not proved (I despise Anarchism). As 
the great Barnum said, ‘‘ No people love to be humbugged 
like the American people.” There is also an old saying that 
** there is no fool like an American,” but I do not know the 
author of the latter. MueWUMP?. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


“How many gods are there?" asked the 


teacher. 
The boy thought & moment, and ventured 


Edited by Miss Susax H. Wixom, Fall. the assertion that there were two. 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Mamma/’s Valentine, 


* T wish I had some money, 
Most a bushel I'd want, I fink, 
Enough to buy a valentine 
All bootiful and pink. 


* T'd send it to my mamma; 
"Way in the mountains there, 
For I know her’s awful lonesome 
Without me and little Sair.” 


Said Sair : “ Lot's write one, Bobby, 
I think they're most as nice: 

Then as they don't cost anything 
We won't hav to atop for price. 


** Now here'a Some nice pink paper, 
And here is pen and ink; 
Now you tell me what to say 
And Pil write it quick as wink.” 

* Weill say: Doar mamma, I love you; 
And love you awfully well, 
And go does little Sair— 
More than we can tell. 


*t Bo we Send you lots of kisses” 
(Little O's between the lines) 
* Aga token of the love 
Of your little valentines." 


Then they mailed it to ‘My mamma” 
And it started on its way; 
But whether it reached her safely 
Iam sure I cannot say. 

——— to 


About Boys. 

. [Respectfully dedicated to Mary Foster.] 

As boys are becoming so important, I would 
like to say a few words on the subject. 

Miss Mary F. said something about the 
evolution of boys. Perhaps they did origi- 
nally come from the lower animals, and prob- 
ably girls came from the same source, only 
boys hav more fully developed ‘‘ polls.” 

James made a good point when he men- 
tioned Manchester, for man has chased her, by 
his superior headwork, nearly to Hei ena, 
and the only way she can reach his level is 
by copying sfter him. Girls are now learning 
to row, fish, and swim, and some of the older 
ones are trying to vote, and others are adopt- 
ing our style of clothing. 

The capital of the United States is named 
after '' The Father of his Country," and 
where can you find a mother of her country ? 

I suppose Miss Mary never heard of Charles 
Town or Phil Ádelphia—never read of Alex 
Andria, James Town, Will Mington, Frank 
Fort, or Frederick Sburg. 

And, besides these, we hav Louis Ton, 
William Son, Georg Ia, Edward Sville, Jack 
Sonville, and Frank Lin. 

Among the rivers we are represented by 
the grand old 8t. Lawrence. 

It is not necessary to go to the Isle of Man 
for boys, for this country is overflowing with 
them, and perhaps that is the reason why 
the United States ranks at the head of all 
civilized nations. 

The people of this country seem to hav 
used good judgment in naming places. In 
addition to those named above, we hav 
Napoleon Ville, William Sburg, Dick Inston, 
King Ston, Mans-field, and Trini-dad. 

We do not object to improvement in girls, 
but think there is great chance for it. If 
they would stop tight lacing, powdering and 
- painting their faces, wearing shoes two sizes 

too small, and adopt our simp!e, healthy, and 
common-sense styles, I think it would be an 
. improvement. 

Girls are good for playing with dolls and 
such things, and it would not be unnatural 
for them to take to rocking babies, but.'* the 
haud that rocks the cradle [with a boy in it] 
moves the world." 

We boys don't want the earth, but I would 
advise Mary to emigrate to the isle of Sici-ly, 
for it is plain that this country is no place for 


girls. WarrzR W. CLARE. 
n a aa a 


Progressiy Theology. 

A certain evangelist in Western Virginia 
organized & Bunday.school, and by dint of 
diplomacy obtained a goodly following of 
youngsters, into whose uncombed heads and 
pliant hearts he instilled the rudiments of re- 
ligion. Neither did he spare the correctiv 
rod in case his charge failed to come to taw 
with the catechism. 

One Sunday a new arrival was discovered 
over in the boys’ corner. He was called 
down before the teacher and cross-examined 
with a view to learning his religious acquire- 
ments. 


L. L. 


** Wrong !" said the teacher. 

“Three!” 

“Oh! you must kuow better than that! 
Try again. How many gods are there ?" 

“ Four !" whimpered the boy. 

“ Wrong again!" shouted the instructor. 
"T will giv you one more chance. If you 
don’t answer right this time I will tan you. 
Now, for the last time, how many gods are 
there ?" 

“Five!” wailed the unhappy towhead. 

Smack! The teacher gave him a thorough 
dressing down and sent him from the room 
in disgrace. A belated scholar found him 
sitting by the roadside howling at the top of 
his voice. * 

** What's the matter, Jack ?" 

“ Teacher licked me.” 

** What for?” 

‘Cause I didn't know how many gods 
there were.” 

“ Huh! that’s easy enough.” 

“ D! you know ?” 

tt Course." 

“ How many are there?” 

“ One, you stupid.” 

*One,eh. Well, just you go in there with 
your little one god and you'll catch it. I 
‘lowed there was five, and he nigh killed me.” 

——— 9 + — 
Subjugated. 

The word subjugated is of Latin origin, 

sub jugum, under the yoke. Although often- 
est used in a figurativ sense, it might hav 
been applied in all literalness to & certain 
Maine boy, whose singular experiment with 
a calf, as described by the Lewiston Journal, 
may recall to our readers the recently pub- 
lished story of ‘‘ Bub and Broad.” 
: This farmer lad had always taken a special 
interest in oxen and delighted to brandish 
the goad stick over his father's good-natured 
pair. His great ambition was to own for 
himself a pair of steers. 

Last summer he became the proud posses- 
sor of half a pair; in other words, his father 
gave him & young calf. Of course the steer 
could not be yoked up by itself. What did 
the youthful Cincinnatus do, therefore, but 
place one end of the yoke round his own 
neck and fasten it there ? 

The result may be imagined. The other 
half of the team started, and pretty soon a 
passing neighbor heard a thrill outcry: 

“Stop us, Mr. Smith, stop us! We're 
running away !" 

The neighbor came to the rescue, and was 
attempting to unyoke the boy, when he called 
out: 

** other one, Mr. Smith, t'other one! 


stand I"— Ha. 
eor 


No Error. 

Young Mr. Hale js one of the people who 
think it must be the ezsiest thing in the 
world to write a book, or at least a poem. 

‘“ You hav your desk, your paper and 
pens," said he, hopefully, in discussing the 
subject of literature with a more experienced 
friend, *' and there you are!” 

** Yes,” said the friend, dryly, ' but you've 
omitted one implement of the trade which 
ought to be in the hands of beginners—an 
eraser, to rub out what they hav written. 
Now take this petition you hav just drawn 
up for the Widows’ Mite Society. Look over 
the paper with me. You havn't explained 
your object with clearness, and you've re- 
peated the word ‘ charity ? nine times in thir- 
teen lines.” 

For a moment the ambitious young man 
looked disturbed; then suddenly his com- 
posure returned. 

* Oh, well,” said he, ** I don't consider that 
repetition & mistake. You can't hav too 
much charity !” 

tO ————— 
Correspondence. 


Stony Forp, N. Y., April 6, 1890. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: My uncle Willie takes 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER. I see s0 many letters in 
the Children's Corner, so I thought I would 
write one, too.. Iam eleven years old. I go 
to school. I study arithmetic, geography, 
reading, and spelling. I hav three bantams. 


rn 


I call them Billy, Grover, and Annie. They 
&re too cute for anything. I think I hav 
written enough for this time. I remain, 


Your little friend, Sus: Youna. 
[Write again, Susie.—Ep. C. C.] 


MoLovru, Kan., April 1, 1890. 
Miss S. H. Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Corner. My father 
takes Tug TRUTH SEEKER. lliketo read the 
Children's Corner and look at the pictures. 
And when you read thisI hope you will think 


TEE TRUTA SEEKER, MAY 10, 1890. 


another Freethinker is growing up. My from children who do not hav much money, 
father has sixteen lambs and I like to take|not being old enough to earn it, would not 
care of them. As this is my first letter, I ex- | amount to much. Ozar children of the Corner, 


pect I will make a good many mistakes. My 
sister has the ‘‘Story Hour," and I like it 
very much. I will close, for the first time. 
Yours respectfully, 
LzoNiDAS J. WILLITs. 


[We are proud of our little band of Free- 
thinkers. They are better than gold.—Ep. 
C. C.] 


May 1, 1890. 
Miss Wrxon: I like the Children's Corner 
and never fail to read it. As so many girls 
and boys write to the Corner I thought I 
would try. I hav not been to school this 
winter. I am going this summer. I am 
in the Fifth Reader, and study arithmetic, 
geography, and spelling. I hav six sisters 
and three brothers. Iam nine yearsold; my 
birthday is June 8d. My father has taken 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER a long while. As this 
is my first letter, please do not throw it into 

the wastebasket. Your little friend, 
Gorner May DUTTON. 


[Welcome to the Corner, Goldie.—Ep. 


C. C] 


[Rose, take notice. —Enp. C. C.] 
Iwwoop-oN-HupsoN, N. Y., April 28, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Two weeks ago M. 
Rose Foster wrote to the Corner and asked 
some girl to write to her. I did so, but as I 
hav received no reply, judge that she did not 
receive my note. If this is the case, or if 
not, will she please either write to the Corner 
&nd tell me, or write to me. * 

We hav always taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and Jike it very much. I am a Liberal, as 
are all our family. I will not write any more 
this time for fear it will be too long to print, 
but if you would like I will write again and 
tell you about the place in which I liv. 

Your friend, JOSEPHINE BRIDGE. 


(Yes. Write again.—Ep. C. C.] 
A PLEASANT LETTER. 
Forest Homes, April 21, 1890 
Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: I received your 
letter and the order three days ago, and you 
cannot think or realize how happy I am over 
the money. It is the first I ever earned that 
way. I got my order readily cashed in Sac- 
ramento for its face value. And do you know, 
I was not expecting any money for my com- 
position. Weonly thought maybe you might 
publish a part of it for the amusement of our 
little band of Freethought readers. And so 
now you may know that I will remember you 
and the grand old Trura Szexerr always. 
And now, dear friends of the Children’s 
Corner, let us all do what we can for the 
noble cause of freedom. If our letters never 
get into the paper, still they may do much 
good. They wiil giv our patient editor 
courage. She will know that there are others 
trying to hasten the ‘‘ glad morn whose early 
twilight Hypatia saw in times of old.” You 
will see by my address that we ate not at Elk 
Grove now. I think I hav left many friends 
there, but none I love better than Miss Gay, 
my school-teacher. She was not afraid to let 
us read our compositions. There are four 
sisters and two brothers of us— 
James M. and 
Jacob T., 
Happy Lou and ~ 
Mary V., 
Jennie Joy and 
Fairy Le, 
And papa and mamma, 
As you may Bee. 


Mary V. Foster. 
FOR SWEET OHARITY. 
GrantTForE, ILL., April 10, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I wish to write a few 
lines to let the readers of Tat TRUTH BEEKER 
and the Children’s Corner know that there 
are two old, sick, helpless Freethinkers 
who are badly in need of help. One is 
Mr. R. M. Casey, at Five Forks, S. C., and 
the other is Prof. J. H. Cook, Columbus, 
Kan., who is in very destitute circum. 
stances. If the boys and girls could see their 
letters they would respond immediately. Mr. 
Casey was suddenly and very violently seized 
with Za Grippe, and in four days it turned 
to broncho-pneumonia. He had the best 
medical treatment, but his life was despaired 
of anyhow, and he was five days in a state of 
uncongciousness. Professor Cook is without 
friends and without money, and he is very sick 
and has nothing to liv on, and they both 
hav worked hard for Freethought. Mr. 
Cook has risked his life and health and money 
in going about lecturing, and it is the Free- 
thinker’s duty to help them along in their 
old age. Please print this song at the same 
time you print this letter. I think it isa song 
that ought to be sung in every home, and let 
them especially remember the chorus. Let 
the readers of the Corner send in their dimes 
to Miss Wixon, and she can publish them, pro- 
viding Miss Wixon has time and is willing to 
take up the work. 
Please let us know whether you will take 
it up or not. Yours for humanity, 
NioHOLAS J. KRAFT. 


[It is very hard when one has spent time 
and money in a good cause to be left poor 
and desolate in old age. The two cases re- 
ferred to above should receive immediate at- 
tention from the friends who in former times 
hav received benefit from them, and from all 
who are benevolently inclined. A few dimes 


under the leadership of Sadie Thorpe, not 
long ago purchased a cow for Mr. Casey. 
Perhaps Sadie would lend her aid again in 
the matter broached above, as the time of the 
editor is wholly taken in other ways, and she 
could not attend to it. We think, however, 
while we know our children of the Corner 
are charitably inclined, that Mr. Casey’s and 
Mr. Cook’s condiiion should be investigated 
and looked after by older persons, who hav 
more means at their command than little 
children. We trust this will be done imme- 
diately. None in our ranks, or in any rank, 
should be allowed to suffer for the necessaries 
of life when old and feeble, or unable to 
work.—Ep. C. C.] 
OLD AND ONLY IN THE WAY. 

[Words by P. J. Downey. Music by L.T. Billings.] 


As we walk through the street, 

How often we meet some poor old man, 
Whose life is naught but woe! 

With age his form is bent, in his pooket not a cent, 
And for shelter he knows not where to go. 
Their relations by the score 

Keep all such men from the door, 

And meeting on the ntroet pass them by ; 

If yon ask them why it’s done, 

They will answer you aud say, 

** We're poor; we're old; and only in the way." 


CBonvs: 


So let us cheer them on, 

They won't be with us long; 

Don’t let us sneer because they're old and gray; 
Aud remember while we're young, 

The day to us may come | 

When we'll be old, and only in the way. 


There was a time when the young were not so 
queer 

But since that time there's come an awful change ; 

Young men in health and might 

Their old parents e'on will strike, 

And it happsns every day—ivs nothing strange; 

Take this poor wreck of time, his children him do 
spurn 

For death Tm sure he oftentimes does pray; 

Himself and faithful wife, aftor toiling all their 


life— 
When old they find that they are in the way. 
CzEonUR. 


My little song I'm sure ia for the rich as well as 
poor. 

For take a rich man when he's growing old, 

His friends will shake his hand, 

His relativa round stand : 

Awaiting him to die: they want his gold. 

Then let us from this hour do all that’s in our 
power ` j 

To make the road of old fo!ks light and gay; 

And if they trouble on us cast, why, let us be the 


ET] 
To szy, they're old and only in the way. 
CHORUS. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 200pp., $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 

or Boys and Girls, 12m9, 383pp., $1.25. 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkera’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THETRUTH SEEKER 00., 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Cloth; 12mo; 75pp.; 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.--Extract, 
Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


THE 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Socicties, 
For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
EL. K. WASHBURN, 
PRIoE, : . . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

Revised Edition—2 vole—Price, $3, 


By J WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D, 
7 JORN Address ThE TRUTH SREKREB. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Bole Factors and Hazact Ratios in the 
Aeguirement and Apportionment, 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . - 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of thia celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent péstpaid, 
for 3 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


$1.00. 
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New Model Hall Typewriter 


PLC 


Het ms 


OLPEp, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
pe in all Languages, Easiest to learn aud 
rapid ag any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Bostor, Mass. P, 0. box 5159, 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 
18.10 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GronaE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
TzRADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lyna R. CHASE. 


Single copies 16 cents; ten copies fc * & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 
The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 


phlet containing eight ahapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible ia a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studics ln Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and ourse, theologically denominated “the 
fall" Price, 10 cents. n 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afürmativ standpoint, showing 
Tant itis not and what itis. Prica, 5 cents. 


ROMANIS M, 


DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


THEIR 
History, Religion, Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 
and Justice. 


With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Bach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking usefnl precepts and brave and 
noble words which msy become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PREBS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Ameri- 
can Bookseller. 

One of the most valuable helps for thosa who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
reas in all ages.—National Quarterly Review, 

The author has shown himeelf a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monn- 
menta of ancient thinking.—New York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Btoios to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.— Cincinnati Commercial. 

Locky says of Marcus Aurelius: " The purest 
and gentlest spirit of al] the pagan world." Meri- 
vale says: ‘Of all tbe line the noblest and dear- 
est." Taine says: "The noblest seul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: ' He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemished jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 

Extra Oloth, 12mo, 248 ppo $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
98 Lafayette Plans. Naw York. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his. Life and 
Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 
I take pleasure jn speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 
The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
sohoola in Qeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 


* Religio-Philogophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
e HOOK: — Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
38 Lafayette PI.. New York. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 

f tho perversion of Btephen Girard'smagnificent 

9 bemuast to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Rion. B: WEsTBROOE, D.D., LL.D. 

Price $}, Address Tut TRUTH SEEKER. 


i Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 
5 


c 
LUCY N. COLMAN, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, 

"W. F. JAMIESON, 


Jf not, the reason why ? 
Address 


FASENTS WANTED ret 


Opportunity. Geo, A. Scott, 84. rondwny, N, Ys 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M BENNETT. 


870. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


YRY-SQUARE: 


OB, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
charch without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss al! the vital questions 
of hnman Concern, religious; political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


Address 


Price, $1.00. 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to à man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 600. 
Adáress THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


‘BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of our read. 
ers who preserve their papers 
we offer à new style of binder, 
made for the 
eliwith the heading of THE 
"TauTH SEEKER printed in 
— old letters on the outside. 
nes are “i This binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfeotly flat. It also allows the 
taking ont and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 

Sent by mail, postpaid, for t1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

tf 28 Lafavette Pl.. New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OB, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
p Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Belf-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JAOOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As & pamphlet to loan to Christian friends, it is 
the most effeotiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. * For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unaurpassed.”  8vo. 888pp., 
Silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


New Edition, Revised ad Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
Tie Trade Supplieà at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


"Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are 
at this office. Prioe,400.: with autograph, BU ate 


Purpose, and 


SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R. B. WESTBROOK, 

E. B. FOOTE, JR., 

H. O. PENTECOST, GEO, E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


PARKER PILLSBURY, 
CHARLES WATTS, 


FREETHOUGHT 
I8 IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SUSAN H. WiXON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


Supszors OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 
If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it censtst ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


Charles Watis’s Works. 


The Tea: hings of Secu! arism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Rea.on, and Js Lt Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs or manbino? 

Dsbate between the Editor of the Halifax 

Evening Hatl and Charier Watts. With Prefa- 

tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction bs 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, :5 cents. 

Reply to Father ? ambervs 

*"'Facties of Infideis” 20 cents. 

Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo. 
lation: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cenis. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Dsfectiv as an Ethical 
Gnide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cente. . 

Aagnosticismdind Christian Theism: 
Which ?sthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners-Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. . 

The *uperstition of the Christian 
sundsy: A Plea for Liberty and Jus. 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and ihe Supernatural; or, 
geli fand Knowledge. ?24pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Fhe American Secular Union; lts 
Necessity and the Justice of its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theoltsgical Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rav. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this jetter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity. 3 Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


A 


5 cents. 
NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED. 
Christianity: Defectiv and Un. 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 
Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and. Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia; Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Candle from Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price, - - - 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of “Hebrew 
t Mythology,” ‘ The Osreer of Jesus Ohrist." 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps. xiv, 1. 
Ohildren and fools speak the trath.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 


N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Eve:y Liberat Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Anrnuun B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DB. HARDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chan- 
ter III. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chanter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution: Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evoiu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
a Bi God and Evolasice i DU T Soul 

nture an vointion ; apter » Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclnsion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ITRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh..... 

2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Curistianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ...asess-ocesseseennosesnsssnsanee o 

" Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 

8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... .. 

9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 

10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............-.. 

11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 

12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 

13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 

14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 6 
18 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh. ............ eee En 

16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
l'" Logic of Life. Deduced from the Principle 

of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 

19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......0.. 5 

21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 

22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 

5 

5 

5 


ees D 


23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts...... . 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Iufluence 

on Civilization. Chas. Watts............ 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 

verse? Austin Holyoake...........«.... 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradtaugh.. 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 

Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 

dition of the People. Chas, Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for ** God's chosen.”....464 5 

3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 

4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 

5 200 Questions Without Answers............. 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin. .................. 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 

DAKO. Aere cedes eva EE sun naa aereo os D. 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh... 5 

10 A Few Words about the Devil............... 5 

11 New Life of Jacob 

12 Daniel, the Dreamer. 

13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. 

14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. 


— c 


m 
Mao ungU cc 


10 


10 


Austin Holyoake... 
Holyoake 10 
A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 


16 Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 6 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2: 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 


- noticed here can 5e had of Tat TROTH SEEKER 


Company, a£ the prices named. 


Casar’s COLUMN. A Story of the Twentieth 
Century. By Edward Boisgilbert, M.D. 
Chicago: T.J Schulte & Co. Cloth, pp. 
367. Price, $1.25. 

This volume we will giv a first classing with 
works on the labor question; and in further 
specification we will state that it is & work of 
fiction, and that the action is supposed to 
take place, like that of ** Looking Backward,” 
in the next century. Toe author, who is said 
to be a man of capital writing under a pen- 
name, represents that concentration of wealth 
in the hands of a few which labor agitators 
affirm to be now advancigg rapidly, to hav 
reached, by the time the story opens, a degree 
unbearable and fatal. The corruption of leg- 
islatures and courts having increased so as to 
render these institutions totally valueless and 
null, recourse to arms is had by a vast asso- 
clation of workmen called the Brotherhood of 
Destruction. But desperation and Anarchism 
hav unfitted these men for wise and temper- 
ate exercise of power, and scenes of misrule 
and license ensue. After a battle in New 
York streets, the quarter of a million of dead 
are heaped in a huge pyramid on Union 
square, covered with cement, to remain asa 
monument to future generations of the death 
aad burial of modern civilization. This erec- 
tion, being directed by a revolutionary leader 
aiming at kingship, and called Cesar, takes 
its name from its deviser, and is called Ozesar’s 
Column. The object of the author in portray- 
ing these tremendous catastrophes, is to warn 
men to avert the calamities before it is too 
late. The book is full of action, and highly 
stirring and interesting. 

Mr. Frank Q. Stuart has severed his con- 
nection with the Denver Individualist. As 
Mr. Stuart and his notions comprised the 
major portion of the Jndividualist plant the 
loss is great, though the present managers are 
able men. 

Another of the countless cases of mis 
employment and waste of labor for which 
the Bible is responsible, is ** Tae Precessional 
Year of the Ancients, as the Basis of the 
Bible and the Monuments.” A. Brensinger, 
London, is the writer and publisher. 

A workingman of Brooklyn has published 
his thoughts on labor and other matters, in a 
pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ The Naked Truth.” To 
our thinking, Truth is not in this production 
displayed in a very shocking state of nudity ; 
rather, she here undergoes a Comstockian 
muffiing quite equal to any that we hav 
seen. Price, 25 cents. 

* The Economics of Anarchy," is an 
account by Dyer D. Lum, one of the ablest 
writers of his party, of the doctrin and aims 
of Anarchy. We do not believe in Anarchy. 
But Liberals like to examin for themselvs 
all positions; also they are aware that there 
can scarcely be & mass of error from which 
some mite of truth, not elsewhere acquir- 
able, cannot be gathered. If any that so 
think would like to see what there is in the 
Anarchistic idea, they will fad this ‘a per- 
spicuous and serviceable exposition. Price, 


. 25 cents. 


Among the many sch2mes of phonetic re- 
construction of the English language pro- 
posed of late. is ‘‘Sound-English,” devised 
by Augustin Kooflach. He sends us a book 
developing it, entitled, **Sound-Engiish, a 
Language for the World.” The work is pub- 
lisned by Q. E. Stechert, 828. Broad way, at 
25 cents. The difficulty of learning the 
present spelling of English is illustrated by 
a remark from Mr. Gladetone: ‘I often 
think that if I were a foreigner and had to set 
about learning English, I should go mad. I 
can honestly say I cannot conceive how it is 
that he learns to pronounce Eaglish, when I 
take into account the total absence of rule, 
meihod, or system." Price, 25 cente. 

Mrs. Lucy N. Colman's ** Reminiscences,” 
which appeared some months ago in these 
columns, and are now being reprinted by Mr. 
Green ia his magazine, will soon be issued in 
book form, price 75 cents. These reminis- 
cences are exceedingly valuable as historical 
reminders, avd are remarkably interesting to 
the present, generation, which knows so little 
of the details of the great antislavery struggle 
that these stories will seem to it like chapters 
from another age. Few young men and 
women realize what negro slavery was, and 
how heroically that splendid band of human- 
itarians, the Abolitionists—of which Mrs. 
Colman was a daring and leading member— 
labored to compass its extinction. Her Rem- 
iniscences giv a better appreciation of those 
times when Garrison scolded and Phillips 
thundered against the sum of all villainies 
than any other book we hav seen. Send 75 
cents for it to Lucy N. Colman, 412 Griffin 
street, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr. Clarence L. Swartz will conduct 
Lucifer during the retirement of Mr. Harman. 
Mr. Swartz was the editor of the late Voice of 
the People, at Kingman, Kan. In introducing 
him to his readers Mr. Harman says: '* Mr. 
Swartz is comparativly a young man, but old 


enough to thoroughly understand the buisness 
of publishing and editing a reform paper. He 
has now been at work in the office something 
over a month, and has proved himself one of 
the very best compositors and general work- 
men we hav ever had in our employ. He 
takes hold of the business in all its depart- 


-į ments with a will, with an energy, and with 


a precision that show him to be the right man 
forthe place. He is in perfect accord with 
the objects of Lucifer, and I confidently 
believe he will do his utmost to keep its ban- 
ner afloat in this the most trying time it has 
yet been called to pass through." It has 
been the fortune of Taz 'TRorH SEEKER 
Editor to take the place of & victim of legal 
tyranny, and, knowing the difficulties of the 
situation, we extend to Mr. Swariz some gen- 
uin sympathy, and presume to offer him the 
advice to read contributions before passing 
them to the printer. 


Of the ‘‘ Handbook of Freethought,” bv 
W. S. Bell, I can say. thisis truly a handy and 
useful volume for all who wish to argue or 
write against the errors and superstitions of 
Christian mythology. Itis well arranged and 
classified, so that facts for reference are easily 
found. It contains the gist of many volumes 
all in one, and will supply a long-felt want to 
many an investigator into the “sacred mys- 
teries of godliness."'— ErwiNA DRAKE BLEN- 
KER. f 

WILLI M LLOYD GARRISON’S BIOGRAPHY. 

I bay just finished reading the third volume 
of William Lloyd Garrison's biography, writ- 
ten by his children. This vo'ume inclu?es 
the years from 1841 to 1860, and the reading 
of it has served to throw me into a mel- 
ancholy state of mind. This life of Mr. Gar- 
rison is beautifully written, and very justly, 
and the cause for which he and his followers 
so faithfully labored was partially attained in 
the abolition of chattel slavery at the close of 
the late war. Then why should the reading 
of this history produce sadness? Why? 
Alas that it is so! Though I was more or 
less acqnainted with nearly all the persons 
mentioned in this work, I am, with the excep- 
tion of & half-dozen or so, the only one of 
all this number of workers of whom this 
biography speaks left to read thestory. Such 
is the penalty which one pays for outliving 
one's generation—to find yourself alone, not 
living much in the present, not at all in the 
future, but only in the past. And asto that 
past, so full of interest to an activ worker in 
it, who is there to enjoy with you the refer- 
ence to scenes whicn had a life and death 
interest in the time to those who were in 
them or cotemporary with them? There is 
much in the history of the war with slavery 
—the moral warfare, I mean—that it seems to 
me would be interesting. could they find time 
to read it, that would be instructiv even to 
those persons who to.day are engaged in & 
warfare upon superstition. As with the Abo- 
litionist, the Freethinker who is of any use in 


the strugg!e is self.:pronounced. His princi- ; 


ples hav been duly weighed in his own mind, 
and he is sure he is right, and he sometimes 
forgets that though he is in principle right, 
he may be entirely wrong in the methods by 
which he would make those principles help 
the world. And so, with the best intentions, 
he insists upon his plan of action, and by and 
by there are divisions and subdivisions, and 
the cause which both parties hav at heart is 
dwarfed by the non-agreement of its able 
workers. 

It is of the utmost importance to the 
reformer that he keep good natured. Buti 
must not allow my pen to write a sermon. I 
took it to say to my friends of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, who are all, or nearly all, younger 


than myself, do not be too anxious for long | 


life. Itsipbfirmities are not pleasant. Keep 
as young as possible, and when you are old, 
if old you must be, know that you hav done 
all you could to help the world upward. 
Lvor N. Corman. 


ROMES REASO 


4 Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL HAMSAY WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholiciem, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Critical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


ve i really a temarkable book, in Which aniver- 
sal history is oiled down” with surprisin 
skill.—fLiterary World. $ p 
_, You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
p ym Totor Ocean- it h 
is history has a continuity, a rash, a carryin 

power whioh reminds us strikingly of Gibbons 
[New Haven Palladium. P 

The sketoh of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical write 
ing, He has a style that rominds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo. 543pp.,$1.76. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PI.. New York. 


PIONEER PITH. |BURGESS-UNDERWODD DEBATE 


Tux Gist or LECTURES ON RATIONALI8M. 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


By Cart. R. C. ApaMs, President of Montreal | Between B.F. UNpERWoop and Prof. O A. Bur- 


Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
* Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason," 

an 
t Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore, 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reade“ to the principles and data on which Rs- 
tionalism ia based. 

Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H, HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBIE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
| By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


" Jesus the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth." 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 


oN 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Oompariug the Bible's Bast Teachings and Bay- 
ings with thoss of Pnilosophers who 
Lived previons to Bible 


Authors. 
By G. O. DARLING. 
Paper,  - - 50 cents. ; 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By` O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy deripture. 


By J. E, Remspura. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, . 25 cents. 


. . 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 
By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


{ By Jxo. E. Burton. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
| HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 


By W. N. MCLAREN. 
Paper, 50 cents. 
| Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adven tures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired) 
Discovered bv I. N. FipEL and A. Hoox. 
Príce, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. : 


Paper, 40 centa ; cloth, 75. 
ITS RELATIONS TO 
Ruxiaious Puriranism AND MoNEY-GETTING. 
i By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper; 200.; flexible olo , 385. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Rumance. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap., 503.; olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


a 


goss, Pres. of N. W Ohristian Univ. 
Paper, 183pp., 50 ots.; 010., 8). 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price, bao 6 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


: By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Prise, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, 5 x 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolution out of 
Ohristianity. By D. M. BENNETT. Paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worshin Identioal— 


i.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Bev. Evan Davies, Arch Dru d of 
. Great Britaia. 
Price . . Scents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


on, Positivist OALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth. 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
ud pe 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Papsr, 300pp.. 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. Lonaswore. 
50., 802. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THEUNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Jonn Fiske. 
Price, 10 centa. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 centr. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE. 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. PUTNAM. 
Price; 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


` RADICAL ROMANCE. 
By Wm. MoDonxE Lu. 
500pp. paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 3Jc.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
OR 
Way Sxov_p THE ATHEIST FEAR TO Dik? 
By J Q. HOLYVAKE. 
Piice,5 cents. 


THE | 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUCED FROM 
Tue PRINCIPLE OF FREETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. 10LYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS X, IT: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION 


By A. R. Grote, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


* 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Oentury, 
Pap., 503.5 c.0., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nore.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
menis. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you cau for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle moucy the following discounts aro mado. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars! worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars! worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on theso tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
aro out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. 


Bonnott........ 3 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. 5 


Underwood........ 


35 Moving tho Ark. Bennett. .........sussus. 2 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 2 
38 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z..... 2 
39 Tho True Saint. S. P. Putnam... eee 1 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System, Bennett. 3 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race... 3 
49 Sensiblo Conclusions, 1%. E. Guild....... ew 5 
52 Murples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 3 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipets............. 2 


54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. 
62 The Jews and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Sy phers............ 
64 Ilis we Kudure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 5 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus,D.D. 2 


67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... b 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J. S, Lyon.......... 3 
11 Paino's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 2 


John Sypliers.......... e. 2 
Boeunett......... 


3 Foundations. 
44 Daniel in tho Lion's Den. 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 
6 Reply to E. F. Brown, Bennett... se 
"7 The Fearof Death. P. M. Beunoett.......... 5 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 1 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 5 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Opps. ........ 

89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.......... 
90 Biblo-Manis. Otto Cordates...... 
91 OurIdceasofGod. B. F. Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............... 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell 
98 Snakes. Mrs. Ej. D. Slenker...............- 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine’s Birthday... 
102 The Old Religion aud New. Bell ........ 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christinty. Capphro..... 2 


m 
t2 QU t5 bp» C or t5 02 DS 


107 Phe Safe Side. H. B. Brown..............- 5 
110 Invocation to the Universe. — Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 


112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.............. eee 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 1 
118 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennctt...... MERE: 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston... 3 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard......... 3 


120 The New Age. W.S. Bell...... 
122 World's Great Religions. Benuett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and “ Ob- 
SOTVOE PS eeeee esee ien pe esee sepe e deo e e Ra egeo eo s 
524 Sinful Saints. — Bennett. ......... 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood........ceeeeseeeeeeee ener eene nnne 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Olifford........ 
284 Talks with the Evangelists.......... bee 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James.... 
138 Science oftho Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology 
141 Intidetity. H. W. Beecher......... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions, Saxon. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins...... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. 
749 Age of Shams 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Mo Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 Tho Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 


~ 


Wakeman....cccceacccscaccecseceeceeeeeeenees 10 
151 What isthe Bible? M. W.H. 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway 5 
255 Co-operation Socicty’s Redeemer 2 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.........+ 2 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Moeting...... 5 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman...... dioe 3 
161 Protestant Persccutions........... payes 3 


162 Eighthand Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett..cccssccccscccsccseereceesene 30 
164 Bible Impeaehod. Chapman................ 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


l Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Else 


burg, M.D... eese eere NE "E 
2 Evolution; Homogeneous to IIctoroge- 

neous. Undorwood................ 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin....... el 5 
5 Responsibility of Sox. Mrs. Chaso, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 3 
8 How Marsupinl Animals Propagate... 2 


9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fisko.......... 10 
20 Tho Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures........... eese Se ea» o 58 Ra isi .. 10 
71Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
42 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D................... TE i) 
«3 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern BSymposium.............. ena, 10 


sT See note at head of column. 
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DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
° Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTDROOR, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 
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such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “ Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been eleeted senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 
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Agaiust the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People's Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 


SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. 


THK TRUTH SEEKER 


publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world, 
THE TRUTH SERKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
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` Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New YORK. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PBIOE, 15 CENTS. 


The Modem Science Essay 


Ten Cents Each. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful | 1, HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 


discourse.—James Parton. : 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in 4an.—T, B. Wakeman, . 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisavery 
res paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which You hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
[take great pleasure in recommending " Anti- 
Prohibition "1o the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J.McOabe. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. EK. LYNN LINTON, 

Author of ‘A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 

. Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., -  - "5 Cents. 
€ This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. gy 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


FOR HER DAILY: BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread i8 the Story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going o Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work. 
ing girl's life and experiencein the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger. 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tue TRUTH SEEKER OomPAny. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


TWELVE OTHER Discourses or Reason. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM., 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 

^ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPRON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Joan W. CHADWIOK. 


3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 


Liberal dileetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East :5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 

unday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
8t., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadeiphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday. in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 F aga: at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
Blireet. 


Chicage Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
&re welcome. 


—— 


The Secular Society of Kent, ©., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Rec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.w., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomsek,Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secuiar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Libera! subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tug TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Libiral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Sec. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 


ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Potts. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By D:. RossrteR 
RAYMOND . 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E, D. Corr. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. hoBERT G. ÉCOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. Sipney 
SAMPSON, 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dz. Lewis 

. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Neuson C. 
PaRsHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS BFLATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joan W. CBADWICE. . 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARB 
Bovr NicHors. : 

15. THE EF*ECTS OF EVOLUTION ON TH 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 

AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
acter as described in the New Testament, By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
ory.” Paper. 8vo, 35 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Bost grades in silverine oase, 7 jawels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewela, $8: 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted. 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case. 7 jewels, $16; 11 jow- 
ele, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted. $24.00; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounoe coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50: 5 ounce, 
$95. Best open-face filled screw case. $27; hinged: 
$30: hunting, $26: Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ heat gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50: 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3'stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $800 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publie cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hal at 2:30 P M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, €al., Freethought 
Society 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial mvi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block. S.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FBANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


SING, BROTHERS, 8ING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THe LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parion, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
$5 centa Address Taz TRUTH SxEEER Oo. 


Isa regularly educated 
and lega!ly qualitied Phy. 
Sician. and the most Suce 
cessful in his Specialty ns 
his practice will prove. 
Send lo cts. for his “Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 


deseretions and 
excesses, It sets forth oa 
External Application.—2 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many times 
its cost, nud should be in 
the hands of shave altlict- 
ed. 


3 AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
sners have been frequent- 
i ly assailed and exposed by 
ihe press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in bis prsfes 

sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National Views 


P. FELLOWS, 


ND 


and last, we know him to be an honest man and 
a stanch Liberal.—Tne Better Way. 
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Tux Episcopal diocesan convention which 
will meet at Charleston, S. C., May 7th, will 
hav again to wrestle with the negro problem. 
‘In 1886 nearly one-half of the delegates se- 
ceded from the convention because the bishop 
admitted a negro clergyman. The fight 
promises to be warm and bitter. 


Hews of the 


PARLIAMENT has voted 
down & bill to disestab- 
lish and disendow the 
church of Scotland. 


‘GODS AND RELIGIONS|WORLD'S SAGES, 
OF 
' ANCIENT AND MORERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of ail the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, f C 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, 835pp. 


AND REFORXERS. 


Satan. the Holy Ghost, 

tiats, etc. (w 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., oloth. $3; 


leather, $4: MOr., g- ©., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


. Voi. IT. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World, 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, giit edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Ter Italian senate bas 

prohibited the clergy 

"from belongivg to chari- 
table commissions. 


Wirsrornt, Tex., was 
struck on the 31 by a 
hurricane that damaged 
every house and killed 
two persons. 


Tae Woman Suffrage 
party of New York state 
hav thanked Parnell for 
asking municipal suf- 
frage for women in Ire- 
land. 


On the 23, on the 
South Carolina coast, a 
sailor attempting to de- 
sert jumped overboard 
and was eaten by two 
sharks. 


CarHoLIOs say that if 
Emperor William will 
tura one of their faith 
and be crowned by the 
pope, they will giv him 


highly advantageous 
support. 
In Germany Bis- 


marck’s methods are al- 


ready falling into dises- 


teem. Protection will 


be reduced, and perhaps 
abolished on breadstuffs; 
and the Socialist perse- 


cution will be slacked. to kill thee. 


Mayor Grant, of New 
York city, is being ex- 


THINKERS, 


+ | Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 

Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators. FounGers of 
New Schools of Thought. Eminent Scien- 

(whe were not Christians), 


28 Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Gems of Ühonght. 


No error is fully confuted till we hav seen 
not on)y that it is an error, but how it became 
one; till, foding that it clashes with the prin- 
ciple of truth established in our own mind, 
we find also in what way it had seemed to 
harmonize with the principles of truth, estab- 
lished in that other mind, perhaps so ungpeak- 
ably superior to ours.— Carlyle. 


Tne first duty of a 


But Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh 
Now, tnerefcre, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide 
thyself.—1 Sam. xix, 2. 


wise advocate is to con- 
vince his opponents that 
he understands their 
arguments and sympa- 
thizes with their just 
feelings. — Coleridge. 


Tue productions of a 
great genius, with many 
lapses and inadverten- 
cies. are infinitly prefer- 
able to the works of an 
inferior kind of author 
which are scrupulously 
exact.— Addison. 


Trutu gains more even 
by the errors of one who, 
with due study and prep- 
aration, thinks for bim- 
self, than by the true 
Opinions of those who 
only hold them because 
they do not suffer them- 
selvs to thiuk.—JAf 7l. 


Giv me the storm and 
tempest of thought and 
Action, rather than the 
dead calm of ignorance 


and faith.—Zngersoll. 


First of all is the 
question as to the Etk- 
‘cal Standard. What, in 
the Jast resort, is the 
test, criterion, umpire, 
appe*l, or Standard ,in 
determining Right and 
Wrong? Inthe concrete 
'aoguage of Paley, Why 
4m I obliged to keep my 
word? The sosSwer to 
this Is the Theory cf 
Right and Wrong, the 
essential part cf every 
Ethical System. We 
may quote the leading 


posed by an investigat- 3 

ing committee as having been engaged in 
much corruption while sheriff, and his party, 
Tammany, is disconcerted. 


A COMMITTEE has ascertained that in a cer- 
tain square mile in New York city there are 
270,000 people, 8.000 more than in any other 
square mile in the world. 


Rossta is having much trouble to suppress 
revolutionary thought among the students in 
its colleges. Police hav been put on perma- 
nent duty at St. Petersburg University. 


Tue bill legalizing marriage to the sister of 
a deceased wife, which since 1841 has been 
periodically passed by the English Commons 
and defeated by the Lords and the clergy, 
has entered the Commons afresh. 


Emin Pasma has taken with him into 
Africa, to coax the chiefs into cession of their 
domains, presents that include gunpowder, 
helmets, breastplates, model steam-engins 
and steamboats, and a clockwork bear. 


Aw arbitration treaty has been signed, in 
Secretary Blaine's office in the department of 
state, by representativs of nine American na- 
tions, viz., the United States, Guatemala, 
Nicaraugus, Salvador, Honduras, Bolivia, 
Eouador; Hayti, and the United States of 

razil. 


Taosg who are doubtful of the character 
of the Brazilian provisional government, ex- 
claim against a decree that subjects to a 
court-martial “all persons who originate or 

“aid in circulating, by means of the press or 
telegraph or in any other way, in Brazil or in 
foreign countries, false reports and alarming 
rumors, such as refer, for instance, to the 
disciplin of the troops, to the stability of the 
meena of the country, ard to public 
order. 


In England the eight-hour demonstrations 
and strikes on May 1st were slighter than in 
any other European country, but on Sunday 
London had the greatest Jabor manifestation 
since 1866. There were 170,000 men in pro- 
cession and 500,000 around the speakers’ 
stands. All was orderly, and resolutions 
for eight hours were passed. Throughout 
Germany, Austria, and France strikes and 
agitations were begun on the 1st that still 
continue. In Germany there was no violence ; 
in Austria there was some; in France there 
were many conflicts with the military. 
Vienna had out 25,000 troops; Paris, 64 000. 
Spain has at last been reached by radicsl 
labor notions, and Sccialists and Anarchists 
are making a great stir there, In Barcelona 
20,000 men refused to resume work after 
May day, and were incited to pillage, but 
were dispersed by soldiery. There were 
strikes through this country, many of which 
succeeded. The carpenter trade is the one 
that struck most extensivly. In Chicago 
maay adeg struck, and the city is much dis- 
turbed. 
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answers: 1. It is alleged 
that the Arbitrary Will of tbe Deity, :8 
expressed in the Bible, is the ultimate stan- 
dard. On this view anything thus com. 
manled is right, whatever be its conse- 
q3enceB, or however it may clash with our 
-entiments and reasonings. . . . 6 
The theory called Utility and Utilitarianism 


.supposes that the well-being or happiness cf 


mankind is the sole end and ultimate standard 
of morality. The agent takes account both 
of his own happiness and of the happiness of 
others, subordinating, on proper occasions, 
the first to the second.— Bain’s Moral Science, 


Uririty would enjoin, first, that laws and 
social arraugements should place the happi- 
ness, or (88 speaking practically it may be 
called) the interest of every individual, as 
nearly as possible in harmony with the inter- 
est of the whole; and secondly, that educa- 
tion and opinion, which hav so vast a power 


„over human character, should so use that 
power as to establish in the mind of every 


individual an indissoluble association be- 
tween his own happiness and the good of the 
whole ; especially between his own happiness 
and the practice of such modes of conduct, 
negativ and positiv, as regard for the univer- 
sal happiness prescribes: so that not only he 
may be unable to conceive the possibility of 
happiness to himself consistently with con- 
duct opposed to the general good, but also 
that a direct impulse to promote the general 
good may be in every individual one of the 
habitual motivs of action, and the sentiments 
connected therewith may fill a large and 
prominent place in every human being’s sen- 
tient existence. If the impugners of the 
Utilitarian morality represented it to their 
own minds in this its true character, I know 
not what recommendation possessed by avy 
other morality they'could possibly affirm to 
be wanting to it: what more beautiful or 
more exalted developments of human nature 
any other ethical system can be supposed to 
foster, or what springs of action, not acces- 
sible to the Utilitarian, such systems rely on 
for giving effect to their mandates.—/okn 
Stuart Mill. 


As ten million circles will never form a 
square, 2o the united voices of myriads of 
men will never giv the least reality to what is 
false.— Goldsmith, 


Tus Catholic church did not, it has not, it 
cannot triumph over the intellectual world. 
To count its many millions does not tend to 
prove the truth of its creed. On the contrary, 
a creed that delights the credulous givs evi- 
dence against itself. Questions of fact or 
philosophy cannot be settled simply by num. 
bers. There was a time when the Copernican 
system of astronomy had but few supporters 
—the multitude being on the other side. 
There was a time when the rotation of the 
earth was not believed by the majority.— 
Ingersoll. : 
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A Yankee missionary once confessed t 


as a Christian hatchet, a Christian claw-hammer, & 


Hotes and (lippings. 


In England in 1868-69 there was one known 
thief to every 1,000 persons; in 1887-88 
the percentage had fallen by nearly half, aad 
there was only one known thief to every 
1,945 persons. The decrease in the receivers 
of stolen goods is still greater. In 1868-69 
there was one to every 8,430 people; in 1887- 
88 there was one to every 25,599. In 1869 
there were 1,902 houses kept by receivers of 
Stolen goods; in 1888 there were only 778. 
The number of suspected public houses, beer 
shops, and coffee shops has fallen within the 
same period from 3,197 to 753. Such are the 
last statistics. 

I was asking the venerable bookseller, E. 
W. Stibbs, who was the most indefatigable 
reader of books in London, and he answered, 
* William E. Gladstone, unquestionably. 
Everything that comes to his net is fish. He 
is the biggest book buyer we hav; not that 
he indulges in rare and costly books, but that 
he keeps himself fully informed of everything 
in current literature. As soon as a new book 
appears he buys it, no matter whether it be a 
novel or a history or a philosophical treatis. 
He is not 8 rich man, yet he spends large sums 
of money for books; his library must be a 
large and curious one.”—Chicago News. 

AT the Episcopal diocesan convention in 
Charleston, 8. O., the following protest was 
presented : “ We, the undersigned, members 
of the Protestant Episcopal church in the 


diocese of South Carolina, for themselvs and 


Ui, 


Swe 


— 
— — — * 


b 


AN 


hat he had won the confidence of a Fiji Islander by presenting him with a set of carpenter’ 
Christian buck-saw.— Oswald's Secret of the Hast. 


those in accord with them, respectfully re- 
quest to record this their protest against the 
adoption of the amendment to article third 
of the Constitution, as it appears to them to 
impair the safeguards already existing in the 
Constitution (construed according to rules 
laid down by the Supreme Court of the 
United States), without affording in their 
stead any sufficient fulfilment of the pledges 
given in Anderson to effect a separate organ- 
ization of the races.” 


Eviror Moses OPPENHEIMER of the Hmi- 
grant, a German weekly published at 98 
Broadway, New York, has a little wooden 
image which, he says, is & genuin statue of 
Buddha. It wasstolen from a Buddhist tem- 
plein Ceylon by an Alsatian traveler, at the 
peril of his life. Had detection followed, the 
Alsatian would hav been put to death in a 
caldron of boiling oil, that being the penalty 
for the mutilation or surreptitious removal of 
Buddhist idols. The Sun says that ‘Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll has seen Editor Oppen- 
heimer's Buddha, and is willing to accept it 
as the genuin article, although he does not 
take any stock in Buddhism." 


“One day, a dozen years ago,” Said a 
stoop-shouldered tramp, as he rubbed his hand 
over the deep pits in his face, ** I came along 
tos house in the outskirts of Pekin, Ill. I 
wasn't much struck with the house, but what 
did hit me was a lot of coats, vests, and pants 
hanging on a clothes line. I was on my last 
pins for clothes, and as I saw them hanging 
there I said to myself: ‘Moses, old boy, I’ve 


A YANKEE WAY TO MAKE CONVERTS.—COMPANION PICTURE NEXT WEEK. 


s tools and describing the several instruments 


allus told you to trust in providence, and you 
now see the result. Them duds was hung 
out there for you. Go and git ’em. I 
crawled along a fence, got over among some 
bushes, and after little trouble I got & whole 
suit and got away with 'em. Nine days after 
I blossomed out with one of the prettiest 
cases of small-pox you ever saw, and some 
farmers drove me into an old barn and let me 
fight it out. When I knew what had got hold 
of me I says to myself : ‘ Moses, old boy, I’ve 
allus told you to trust in providence, and you 
now see the result.’ ” 


Tar doctrin of the divine right of kings 
was not much heard of till the accession of 
James I. The extreme doctrin of divine 
right which Shakspere puts into the mouth 
of Richard II. is an anachronism. It belongs 
not to the fourteenth century, but in germ, 
perhaps, to the closing years of the sixteenth 
and the commencement of the seventeenth, 
to the Tudors and Stuarts, and not to the 
Plantagenets. In the words: 

Not all the water in the wide rough sea 

Can wash the balm from an anointed king ; 
‘The breath of worldly men cannot depose 
The deputy elected by the Lord— 

itis noticeable that it is not the hereditary 
title but election by the Lord, the consecrat- 
ing balm and not primogeniture and rule of 
birth, on which an inalienable right is based. 
So in Hamlet, the usurper and murderer, 
Claudius, avows himself safe in the shelter 
of that divinity which doth so hedge a king 
that treason can but peep to what it will.— 
Contemporary Review. 


Rev. Rost. CortvxR speaks, in describing 
how he came to leave the Methodist pulpit, 
of “ going to a protracted meeting and hearing 
a young man preaching on the text, ‘God is 
love. I'd been worried for a long time 
about the way the Methodists viewed God. 
They made the almighty such a terror that 
you couldn’t understand his love. The 
young man whom I speak of was just out of 
a theological seminary, and he had it all 
right. He talked of the necessity of accept- 
ing religion right away. He ssid: ‘ There’s 
that fire, I might hold my hand in it for 
five minutes and my suffering would giv not 
even a faint idea of what the sinner suffers 
who dies in his sins.’ I said to myself: ‘I 
won't stand it. It’s blasphemy against the 
most high.’ I began to grumble, for I 
wasn’t brave, and then I was summoned be- 
fore the general conference. I said I didn’t 


believe in total depravity. There’s good and 


bad in all of us. We've got to cultivate the 
good and put our heels on the bad. I’ve 
been happy in the Unitarian church. . 
Everything in the Bible is not to be taken 
for true. My little grandson, when he heard 
the story of Jonah and the whale, said: *I 
don’t think that is a likely story,’ and it isn’t. 
We can't believe these things. I was puzzled 
over the story of Joshua having the sun to 
stand still at Ajalon while he hammered the 
poor fellows that he had no right to hammer, 
and that other one of the ram’s horn that 
battered down the wall. They may do for 
the meeting-house, but they wouldn't do for 


| the world." 
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he is more than a match for the clergy. 


Life of Satan.—Coneluded. tale even on a constitution like Satan’s. 


A BIOGRAPHIOAL SKETOH, 

Before Christ Jesus died he had given to both his 
apostles and disciples the power of chasing devils out 
of persons inhabited by them. The devils when 
driven out would generally lift up their voice and 
weep. Strange as it may seem, yet it is nevertheless 
the truth, that even a devil who appeared friendly to 
the apostles by proclaiming, “ Thèse men are the 
servants of the most high God, which show us the 
way of salvation,” even he had to suffer forcible ejec- 
fion (Acts xvi, 16-18). It must not, however, be 
supposed that Carist Jesus and his disciples were the 
oniy ones who could east out devils. King Solomon 
was an excellent hand at it, so Josephus tells us; 
and he likewise reiates that he himself and & multi- 
tude besides saw Eleszar do the very same thing. 
But Josephus is not the only one that affirms it. 
Al the Christian fathers likewise “allow this power 
both to the Jews and to the gentiles, as well before 
as after our savior’s coming” (C. Middleton, D.D.: 
Works, vol i, p. 68). 

It seems that Satan had, about 200 a.n., an at- 
tack of dementia, or perhaps periodieal amnesia—i 
am nob sure which, as the only testimony given is 
furnished by the fathers of the church, and is there- 
fore not of very scientific character. Yet it appears, 
judging from the description of the actions of Satan 
given by the above-mentioned gentlemen, that he has 
suffered a great mental change. In fact, he seems 
to hav been transformed; he is a man of mature 
years—several thousand years old—yet his mind is 
like that of a child ten years of age. This deplorable 
state lasted for several centuries; and although our 
knowledze of it is very deficient, yet enough is known 
to establish the fact that Satan, hence also his prog- 
eny, is in possession of a nervous system snalogous 
to that of man. This incontestable fact has, I bs- 
lieve, never been noted by any other writer, although 
it is of the greatest importance, proving, as it does, 
the close mental and physical similarity which exist 
among man, devil, and trinity. For it must not be 
forgotten that when two subjects are like one and 
the same third subject, they themselvs are like each 
other. Hence, since Satan and the trinity both are 
like man (God created man in his image), it follows 
. that Satan and the trinity are also like each other ; a 

conclusion I am sure no student of the Old and New 
Testament will dispute. Saten, who previously had 
been a man of undoubted courage, could during his 
turn of sickness be frightened away by being shown 
the cross—yes, simply by making a form of it by the 
finger in the air. Though malicious, he never ap- 
peared malignant toward man, and I know one in- 
stance only in which his joking if carried a little 
further would hav resulted in bodily harm. I refer 
vo his visit in form of a blackbird to Si. Benedict, on 
which occasion he nearly blinded the saint by flap- 
ping his wings. One time his sudden appearance as 
a negro boy nearly caused St. Anthony to fall into a 
swoch. But generally, knowing the weak point of 
ecclesiastics, he assumed the form of a beautiful 
woman, and as such caused sad havoc in the hearts 
of Jerome, Augustine, and. Benedict, compelling St. 
Augustine, in an almost Adamic costume, to use bhim- 
self as a thermometer to ascertain the temperature 
of a snow-drift, while in the form of a former sweet- 
heart of St. Benedict he pursued the latter until he, 
as the only means of escape, rolled himself in thorns. 
Of course the mind of Satan wag not always equally 
affected. He had his comparativly bright moments, 
and it was during these that he performed such 
tricks as above stated. At other times he appears 
to hav been no more than a common imbecil, pos- 
sessing an extraordinary appetite and an equal taste 
for strong drinks. And it was owing to the last 
trait that Gambrinus defeated him by offering him 
some lager beer, which eaused him to fall in a 
drunken sleep, over which he, when he awoke, was 
go mortified that he forgot to take Gambrinus along 
when he left. Oa another occasion he met a men 
who was molding buttons, and on asking him what 
he was doing, received in answer, “I am making 
eyes.” Hearing this, Satan, whose eyes were in- 
jured from exposure to the heat from his infernal 
furnaces, asked the man to make him a couple. He 
did as he was asked, and pouring 8 stream of melted 
lead in Satan's eyes deprived him of sight. But I 
will not linger any longer on this painful period 
of my hero’s life Enough has been told. 
At last a change came. His former vigor 
of mind returned, though only gradually. Still, a 
great improvement had taken place with him already 
in the time of Luther, who, we know, received a visit 
from him on which occasion neither crogses, prayers, 
nor holy names could drive him away, and it was 
only when Luther, grasping the ink-bottle, hurled it 
at his head, that Satan was induced to retire. On 
the wall in Luther's room in Castle Wartburg in 
Germany the spots of the ink are seen to-day. 
In the seventeenth century Satan, I am happy to 
tell, had regained the full use of his mental faculties, 


to his ultra-tropical home, where he remains, the ob- 


progeny, snd the total disregard of him among intel- 


supposition. Hence, I think that msnkind in gen. 


activity—should start a subscription to erect a monu- 
generations the name and deeds of mankind's great- 
movement, the father of liberty, the first in peace, 
pockets with weak-minded persons’ money. 

the opinions of science and Rationalism regarding 
far as these touch upon the subject treated of. 


peopled with spirits, which manifest themselvs in 
numerous ways. In fact, every occurrence or phe- 
nomenon the cause of which he cannot understand 


an absent or perhaps dead person, be he relativ, 
friend, or enemy, causes, in connection with his own 
seeming activity in a dream, the belief in a double 
personality of human beings. Here is a particularly 
slippery, and therefore dangerous, passage in the 
rock bordering the river. A man endeavors to pass 
this place on his return from the chase. He slips, 


to the same fate. The ghost of the first victim, ma- 
lignant because his body was not buried, dragged him 
down, argues the savage. But it is not alone in this 
and similar ways that the belief in duslity makes it- 
self known. During his sleep s savage is dreaming ; 
he raises himself partly up from his couch, he speaks, 
he gesticulates, eto., and then he lies down without 
having gained consciousness. When he awakes he 
remembers nothing of what has taken place, yet he 
is told he acted in such or such manner. Now, know- 


own. 


then it is evident, reasons the savage, that a person 
who while awake acts in a manner different from his 


which, if the person is hysterical or epileptic, or suf- 
necessity be an evil one. 


all the nations of antiquity which I hav had occasion 
to mention in this essay. Innumerable ghosts sur- 
rounded the Jews, and since, as Herbert Spencer 
says, “ the possessed were said to frequent the burial- 
places and as demons were supposed to make tombs 
their favorit haunts” (compare Mark v, 3), we may 
conclude that by Jews in general the possessing 
spirit was at first conceived as a ghost; a statement 
supported by Josephus, who claims that demons 
were spirits of wicked dead, entering the bodies of 
the living. According to other Jewish writers 
demons are the progeny of devils and morfal women, 
yet this latter belief is not found previous to the 
Babylonian captivity. f 

We see how insanity, or mental derangement under 
any form, was naturally believed to bə caused by the 
possession of an evil spirit, a demon. 

This view held itself for centuries, and soon, by a 
very natural development, it was made to include not 
alone unusual actions but likewise diseases. Yet, as 
I hav stated, the ghost was nob always an evil one. 
The great writers of antiquity were supposed to be 
inhabited by a good, a divine spirit. And the same 
belief was not alone held by the Jews, but is tacitly 
admitted by Christians of our time, for what were 
the “inspired” writers of both the Old and New 
Testaments but men inhabited by a divine ghost? 
And from whom does the pope receive his infallible 
judgment? From a Holy Ghost. Hence we see 
that to-day, in an age of inventions, science, and 
general culture, even intelligent people hav not 


and as a gentleman, profound scholar, and theologian 


Yet a life so long and activ cannot fail to tell its 
Trips to the 
earth ; the baleful results of too close application to 
his studies; hig cares and burden ss husband and 
father; not to mention the severe strain caused by 
his official position as owner and manager of that 
great establishment formerly known under the name 
hell, but which now, thanks to the revieers of the holy 
Bible, is called sheol—all these causes hav combined 
to break down his youthful strength and confine him 


ject of his family's love and devotion. Rumors to 
the effect that Satan, a3 well as his whole family, 
hav perished by the explosion of hell, hav reached 
my ear, and although no official information of the 
story has arrived yet, I am grieved to state that the 
entire disappearance here on earth of Satan and his 


ligent people nowadays, tend only to confirm the 


eral, and the clergy especially—sinee the latter hav 
derived immeasurable profit from bis existence ard 


ment in honor of Satan, and commemorate to future 
ast benefactor, the originator of every progressiv 
the first in war, and the first in filling the clergy’s 

Before proceeding any farther we will inquire into 
devil-possessions and mental visions in general, £0 


To primitiv and savage man, the whole world is 


is attributed to them. .The appearance in dreams of 


falle in the river, and is drowned. Some time later 
another man undertakes the journey and is subject 


ing that during sound sleep, swoon, ete., there is 
almost complete abeyance or absence of his own 
self, he and his friends at once conclude that his 
strange behavior was due to the fact that a strange 
spirit had entered his body during the absence of his 
The character of this ghost can be either good 
or evil, according to the physical manifestations pro- 
duced by the person possessed. This being the case, 


usual behavior is likewise possessed cf & spirit; 
fers from amnesia, hypochondria, or the like, must of 


This belief in good and evil spirits we find among 


ceased to believe in the superstitions of primeval and 


savage man. When will the sun of reason arise from 
behind the cloud of mental darkness ? 

Connected with the idea of spirits and demons, is 
the belief in the existence of persons possessing 
supernatural powers—sorcerers and witches. This 
belief, sustained by the scriptural passage, “ Thou 
shalt suffer no witch to liv,” has existed for nearly 
two thousand years among the Christians, and has 
given rise to the well-known witch persecutions by 
which thousands of innocent women hav suffered the 
most horrible death. But I will not linger upon 
this painful subject, which forms a large blot upon 
the already soiled pages of the history of Christianity 
—a blot which excuses, falsitications, yes, even time 
herself, cannot make disappear—and will turn my 
attention to visions. 

Anyone who has observed a hysterical person 
must hav been impressed by the seeming lack of will 
power in the person thus sfilicted. He or she is 
never the same; the character is continually chang- 
ing. Yet the patient is by no means insane, but he 
is capable only of producing automatic acts and such 
as are the result of emotions and passions, and these 
only, thus excluding every act dictated by reason. 
Such persone are often under the influence of a fixed 
ides. Some refuse to speak, thinking that an exer- 
cise of the organs of speech will hurt them. Others, 
again, suffer from an imaginary paralysis of the loco- 
motory organs and refuse therefore to leave the bed, 
etc. The existence of such fixed ideas proves 
conclusivly that the hysterical person's wil power 
is impaired, and while it is impossible to convince 
such persons by reasonable argument that they are 
victims of a mental delusion, yet a cure can be, and 
is in most cases effected either by a moral shock or 
by the command of a strong-minded and feared indi- 
vidual. Of such kind were probably many of the 
“miraculous” cures effected by Christ Jesus and his : 
disciples, by the fathers of the church, and by medi- 
eval and modern priests and relics. 

But while we in the case of hysterical persons hav 
to deal with an impaired will power only, we find in 
mystics and ecstasists a total extinction of the will. 
A person can become an ecstacist either through an 
excess of cerebral activity, wbich may or may not 
result in general hysteria with a fixed ides attached, 
or the ecstasy can be produced by a continued con- 
templstion of a certain object. Yet in both cases 
the subject absorbing the mind must do so to the 
exclusion of every other. That is, while perfect con- ` 
sciousness can exist only where there is a continuous 
change or opposition of the different elements of 
consciousness, a preservation and reproduction of 
previously existing elements and a connection be- 
tween these and later ones, consciousness is entirely 
absent in the ecstasist owing to the unvaried and 
continuous presence of one ides. Thus, during the 
eostasy the person sfflicted has lost all knowledge of 
his surroundings. His reason, memory, and there- 
fore feelinge—so far as these relate to any other sub- 
ject than the one occupying his mind—do not cxist. 
Hence we can understand how religious maniacs and 
martyrs of all ages and religions hav been capable of 
enduring the most severe tortures without uttering 
a cry of pain—they were unconscious. 

When with the return of memory, reason, and feel- 
ing, the plurality of conception and thereby con- 
sciousness comes back, the ecstasist is able to de- 
scribe his sensations during the attack. Hence 
ecstasists like St. Theresa, Anthony, Benedict, Au- 
gustine, and Luther hav been capable cf noting down 
their individual visions, to the great consolation of 
the faithful, whose belief in the supernatural and in 
heavenly visions, likewise caused by a distorted 
mind, was thereby strengthened ; and to the joy of 
the scientist, who in these descriptions, not written 
by Infidels, finds additional proof of the non-exist- 
ence of divine interposition in human affairs, and of 
the fact that everything relating to mental manifes- 
tations in animate beings, the origin of consciousness 
excepted, can be explained on natural grounds. 

Before closing this essay, it may not be without 
interest to dwell for a few minutes on the names and 
home of Satan. Being a person of eminence, Satan, 
like the crowned and noble heads of Europe, can 
glory in the possession of many names. Before he 
was precipitated out of heaven, where he held the 
office of a seraph with six wings, his name was Sam- 
mae], which is derived from the word semmé, to blind 
or deceive ; still later he was called Asael Leviathan, 
the unclean spirit, the old serpent, Eblis, Satan, 
devil, etc. But I will not try the readers patience 
by tracing even in outline the history of these words. 
I will confine myself to a few remarks concerning. 
the last name. In ancient Sansorit we hav a word, 
div, to shine, from which are derived the nouns dyu 
(sky, day), dyaus (personification of the same), and 
deva (god). When Iranian duslism came into exist- 
ence, the word deva, in Zend dev, came to signify 
evil spirit ; thus a Zoroastrian had in his confession 
of faith to say: “I cease to be a deva worshiper ; I 
profess to be a Zoroastrian worshiper of Ahura- 
mazda, an enemy of the devas, and a devotee to 
Abura.” Hence we see that among Aryan nations a 
God of a former religion was regarded as being & 


| deceiver of mankind, vanquished by a later or true 


god, and regarded therefore as an ex god— s fact 
, proved by the German and Danish words for idol, 
abgott, afgud. From the Zend word dev is derived 
the Teutonic words teufel, djöfull, djævel, diuval, 
djeuful, devil, demon, etc., but from it is likewise 
derived the dewel, the gipsy name for the supreme 
being; the Latin deus; the Greek theos; the Lithu- 
anian diervas; the French dieu. Thus it is plainly 
seen that originally the names for the supreme good 
being and the supreme evil one were the same. Both 
of them can be traced to the word dyu, meaning sky 
and day, from which fact it follows that primeval 
man did not possess a conception of either a good or 
a bad spirit, but that he was like the Bods and 
Dhimáls, who are so “honest and truthful,” and 
yet hav no word either for God, for soul, for heaven, 
for hell or like the Santál, who “never thinks of 
making money by a stranger,” and “ feels pained if 
payment is pressed upon him” for food offared, but 
who has no conception “ of a supreme and beneficent 
God.” It is of these savage tribes of the present 
day that Mr. Herbert Spencer speaks when he says, 
* What a pity those heathens cannot be induced to 
send missionaries among the Ohristians!”—a wish 
seconded by every lover of true morality. For cer- 
tainly “something is rotten in the kingdom of Den- 
mark.”  Ohristianity has been given an opportunity, 
and that one of nearly two thousand years' duration. 
She has failed. Lot, therefore, either science and 
Rationalism be heard or the heathen Bods, Dhim áls, 
Santáls, Lepchas, and Arafuras, all of whom hav no 
god or devil. 

Variable as is the name given to Satan, no less so is 
the character of his abcde. Among the ancient Jews 
the word sheol merely signified the grave. Later it 
came to mean, although in & vague way, the place of 
the dead. During the Babylonian captivity sheol 
designated a kind of Hebrew hades, a place dreary 
and comfortless, a conception which later was devel- 
oped so as to represent a place of torture, gehenna. 
This last conception, which was derived from Baby- 
lonian and Egyptian sources, was, when adopted by 
Ohristians, sti:l further strengthened by infusion of 
Greek and Roman ideas. Among these nations, as 
among all others possessing a belief in future life, 
we find an underworld, reigned over by Plutón. In 
this underworld ran a stream Acheron—a name for 
running water, which contains the root agua, but to 
a Greek this word Acheron called up the idea of pain 
ang grief, hence the stream was supposed to be 
covered with ashes and woe. Still farther, the fre- 
quent volcanic eruptions which took place in the 
countries east and north of the Mediterranean sea, 
in connection with the belief in the flatness of the earth 
and the situation of hell below the surface of the 
same, gave rise to the supposition that gehenna, 
hades, or hell was a place where the human souls 
were tortured forever by fire. Vulgar and clerical 
imagination added large kettles filled with fire and 
brimstone, in which hairy, horny, tailed devils stirred 
round wicked human beings with pitchforks. Yet 
this was not all with theological logic. Hell, although 
under the earth, was still placed in such position as 
to enable the frying victims to be within hearing dis- 
tance of heaven, which place likewise was visible to 
them in spite of the fact that heaven was placed 
somewhere above the clouds. Verily, if it was not 
that nothing is impossible for the Lord Jehovah, I 
should be very apt to disbelieve these statements as 
to the geographical situation of heaven and hell, 
even if it is supported by the story about Lazarus 
and the rich man. 

I hav now arrived at the conclusion of my essay, 
which necessarily suffers from several defects, owing 
principally to the lack of space, yet I shall be amply 
repaid for my trouble if the perusal of the ‘ Life of 
Satan” can convince only one being that the devil 
is but a mythological being, born of human igno- 
rance and fostered by heartless avarice and credu- 
lity. Life is but short, and it givs to each and every 
one sorrows, misery, and pain enough ; let us there- 
fore not increase these by allowing to remain, to be 
taught to our children, the belief in a superstition 
which for barbarity of conception and woeful con- 
sequence has not its equal. Let us remove the 
coffin now placed by the cradle and cut down the 
cypress whose gloomy branches cast a shadow over 
the face of the innocent baby. Lot the sun of sym- 
pathy and love shine upon it, and let lilies and roses 
bloom at its feet. Gustave NELSON. 

———— $9. — — — —-—- 


A. Fable. 


Jam Jee, the Thug, lay on his bed dying. He 
called his sons and grandsons to him and thus 
spoke: 

“I am now one hundred years old, and my last 
hour is come. I can lay my hand on my heart and 
say, I die at peace with all mankind. I hav en- 
deavored, with all my might, to serve our God. I 
can truthfully declare since I was old enough to 
wield the cord and knife, I hav never allowed a 
traveler to escape with his life. When I was sixteen 
years old, being large, strong, and activ for my age, 
I began my career, and since then for eighty-four 
years I hav killed one hundred persons on an aver- 
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age every year. Think of it, my sons, a number 
equal to eight regiments of soldiers.* Thus, am I 
wrong when I say that I hav won the favor of our 
God? I hope, my children, you will all liv long and 
emulate my example. In this world you see two 
things always going on, viz, Reproduction and De- 
struction, and one is as much a part of the pian of 
nature as the other. She is always under s necessity 
of destroying a number of human beings, in each 
thirty years, equal to twelve thousand millions, or 
one generation. The means nature employs are in- 
finit—war, pestilence, flood, famin, disease, storms, 
and 8 thousand other means of death. You observe, 
in history, the greatest men hav been the greatest 
destroyers, and in proportion to the number they 
hav killed, they are honored by mankind. Millions 
of sharks traverse the seas destroying other fishes; 
millions of birds traverse the air destroying other 
birds, and millions of men hav traversed the earth 
destroying each other. All great families of nobles 
and kings had their origin in the slaughter and rob- 
bery of men, and many of them hav flourished for 
thousands of years. Nature loves the destroyer. 

* One thing in my life has given me pain, and I hav 
ever thought of it with mortification. In my youth 
I visited Calcutta, and was invited by an English 
gentleman, who did not know that I was a Thug, to 
dine with him. I had been told that no greater 
offense against good manners could be committed 
among Englishmen, than to put your knife to your 
mouth. I had been taught to observe the propri- 
eties among all persons, and I endeavored to avoid 
this offense; but I forgot myself, and found that I 
was eating with my knife. I looked around and saw 
the eyes of all the company fixed on me in dismay. 
I fled from the table and the city; but the memory 
et this mistake, ever since, has burnt in my soul like 

re.’ 4 


*Perhaps the memory of the aged man is not to be trusted. 
—— eMM 


The Situation. 


The mind cf man is disturbed. Old assertions are 
half believed, and dogmas onee openly defended are 
now being revised or thrown sside. 

Honesty belongs to no particular time or place. 
He who candidly examins the religious dootrins for 
consolation and consecration and finally rejects them 
all, is just as honest as he who accepts and believes 
them all. 

The time has passed—and I am proud of it —when 
a man can be tortured for a religious belief. 

Facts are revolutionizing the world faster than 
ever before. New ideas srowd old feiths and fancies 
to the wall. Times are changing. 

The Methodist minister, with fine clothes and 
haughty bearing; the Baptist divine, cold in man- 
ners and harsh in denunciation ; the Catholic priest, 
with one eye on heaven and the other on the beauties 
of woman; the Presbyterian clergyman with a John 
Oalvin grin, pondering over the damnation of infants 
—you are all strangely slow in resogaizing the true 


situation. Your churches need strong defenders as 
never before. The noise of batile grows louder and 
more distinct. Infidel sharpshocters are doing irfinit 


harm on all sides. Agnostic pickets are marching on 
sacred grounds. Graps-shot and osnnon-balls dis- 
charged by unbelieving brains are crippling the faith- 
ful on a thousand fields. There is no sense in ignor- 
ing this. There is no judgment in passing over 
these facts with a scornful smile. You richly clad 
divine standing in your magnificent pulpit looking 
upon your flock, how astonished and grieved you 
would ba to know that fully one-third of tho corgre- 
gation do not believe what you preach. The churches 
are honeycombed with doubters, and thousands of 
men giv money to sustain them only on account of 
their wives and children. “My wife enjoys going to 
church and my children are employed Sundays at 
the Sunday-school. This is my reason for giving 
$50 to the cause. As for myself, I need none of 
their spiritual consolation. I consider it a necessary 
sham and delusion.” These men drop in their $10 
bills for policy’s s&ke. If one is a doctor, $10 thus 
given is worth hundreds of dollars as an advertis- 
ment. The withholdivg of his donation means ruin 
to his practice. The same can be said of all profes- 
sions. Do you preachers realize and thoroughly un- 
derstand the situation, and are you satisfied to ac. 
cept the money from a man who givs 88 a compro- 
mise and not as a religious duty? The secular press 
will print to-day an article from Ingersoll under large 
headlines, just as readily as it would the production 
of an eminent divine. Seventy-five years ago scarcely 
8 paper would dare publish the utterance of an Infi- 
del. On all sides evidences of the battle of the 
creeds can be seen. In every village some inquisitiv 
mind hems in the parson in‘a discussion of biblical 
ideas. If there is any good in religion ; if civiliza- 
tion is dependent upon Christian supremacy; if 
Ohristianity has mainly been instrumental in making 
this world fit to liv in, and its influence is needed to 
increase and continue the good blessings in future, I 
for one implore the Ohristian people to arouse to a 
sense of their danger. Let them unite in harmony 


to combat the common foe. 
prejudices and turn your faces to the storm. — Eradi- 
cate your fanatics and in some legitimate manner ex- 
terminate your hypoeriís. 
ential amens amount to nothing. Your best energies 
must be exercised. All observant preachers know 
thet their cause is losing ground. It is the hardest 
matter in the world to get & full attendance, and still 
more difficult to keep those whe do attend from doz- 
ing during the sermon. 


may be lost. 
over the ruined walis of Christendom will rise 
Infidelity. 


Lay aside your present 


Pious groans and rever- 


I earnestly hope that some one in the great army 


of Christians will step out on the intellectual battle- 
field and in single combat defeat each opponent until 
the enemy, dismayed by fear, giv up the battle and 
leave the field Do Witt Taimage’s fancy sermons 
do not fill the bill. 
not satisfy or convince. 
dueed to silence ons Infidal. 
some one powerful in brain, masterful in logio, sin- 
cere in motiv, devoid of ambitious pomp—one who 
is desirous of spreading truth only. Secure some 
one capable of proving to a doubiing age that 
between the lids of the holy Bible nothing inconsist- 
ent can be found. Lei him prove the inspiration of 
the scriptures so conclusivly that doubting will per- 
ish eternally. . 


Sam Jones's half-vulgar jokes do 
Nothing has yət been pro- 
O Christians! find 


Ii such 2 man cannot be found then your battle 
And if you do fail and giv up the field 


Peeping into the future one hundred years hence 


we may see a better world—we may see nobler men, 
kinder women, sweeter children. 
not increase joy, they will not build an Inquisition. 


If the Infidels do 
Brameyard, Miss. W. A. Donn. 


———— 


Is the Court Hedging? 
Recently this paragraph eoncerning the decision 


by the Wisconsin supreme court has been extensivly 


published : 


President Albee, of the State Normal School, has received 
a letter from one of the judges concerning the recent deci- 
sion. In answer to the questions of Mr. Albee, the judge 
says that the decision prohibiting the reading of the Bibie 
in schools merely forbids its use as a special book for a, 
specifically religious purpose. in other words, the Bible 
may be used in the school like a history or any other book, 
and as such may be read before the entire school. 


On this the Philadelphia Znquirer comments as 
follows: “Just how the supreme court proposes to 
reconcile this with its original opinion is a matter of 
great intereat. There may be some fine distinction 
of law which allows a decision in favor of two con- 
tentions diametrically opposed to each other, but it 
is very hard for the layman to make them out. Here 
is the original opinion of Justiee Cassoday: 

“ We must hold that the stated reading of the Bible in the 
public schools as a text-book may be ‘ worship’ within the 
meaning of the clause of the constitution under considera- 
tion. It logically follows that the place where the Bible is 
read is a ‘‘ place of worship,” and that as the taxpayers were 
compelled to erect and support the school-houses, and the 
children are, under & late Jaw, compelled to attend the public 
or private schools during a certain period, the constitutional 
clauses forbid such use of the school-house. 


“To this Justice Lyon adds: 


‘That the reading of the Bible in the schools, although un- 
accompanied by any comment on the part of the teacher, 
is ‘instruction,’ seems to us too clear for argument. : 

* Now, we would like £o ses a judge, lawyer, or any- 
one else reconcile the above statements with the one 
in the dispatch quoted: ‘The Bible may be used in 
the school like a history or any other book, and ss 
such may be read before the entire school.’ if this 
is not a case of a court swallowing itself we never 
heard of one. The Bible cannot bs read in & school- 
house as a text-book because it makes it a place of 
worship, and yet it may be read as a text-book. The 
only use made of the Bible as a text-book, so far as 
we know, is in theological seminaries. Just what it 
is to be used for in a non-religious sense is hard to 
sec. It cannot be used as a purely scientific text- 
book, because the miracles therein noted are not to 
be believed except when the power of the creator to 
alter established laws is admitted, and this at once 
introduces the religious teaching which the supreme 
court insists upon shali be avoided. 

* As a literary work it takes the highest rank ; but 
if those parts in which religion is distinetivly taught 
must be avoided, nothing will be left but certain 
portions of the narration of the wanderings of the 
children of Israel, their fight for Canaan, and the 
books of Esther and Ruth. To read the Bible and 
avoid any reference to the creator is more difficult 
even than to understand the supreme court of Wis- 
eonsin. If the Bible is to be used asa text-book 
only so far as no referenca is made to religion, it will 
be little used. i 

“What does the court mean? We would like to 
see it make one more effort to make itself intelligi- 
ble. Perhaps the Bible is to be taken out and read 
under the trees. Perhaps it is to be taught as it 
stands from Genesis to Revelation. Perhaps only 
the enumeration of the tribes of Israel is to be read. 
Perhaps the court doesn’t know what it does mean. 
Certainly no one else does." 
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Che American Secular Zlnion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


BoARD OF DIREOTOBRS. ; i 
. WESTBROOK, President, 1707 Oxtord srreet, Philadelphia, Pa. 


R.B 3 

E. B. FoorE Ja. Vice-President, 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 

T B. WAKEMAN, Vice-President, 92 Nassau street, New York city. 
E. Remsasnea. Vice-President, v « Oak Mills, Kan. 


t .' .' Milwaukee, Wis. 
930 North 17th st., Philadelphia, Pa. 
1814 Greene street, Philudélphiay Pa. 


OonBEsPONDING SECRETARY, Ida O. Oraddock, $30 North 11th street» 


Philadetvhia, Pa. . : 
TREASURER, F. C. Mendes . 1814 Greene street; Philadelphia, Pa. 


F. 9. MENDE, Treasurer; 


The Secular Union's Monthly Report. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED APRIL, 1890. 
R R. Garley, M.D., Washington, D. C., for con- 


ARELLO oT: PEE T T 2 00 
N. C. Cooper, Coolville, O .. ] 00 
John Turner, Philadelphia, Pa............................ 10 00 
iU fe te * for ‘Church Taxa- 
tion" (pamphlet)............. eee 10 
Portsmouth, O , Secular Society (charter fee), through 
Wil JUD TEE EN 5 00 
James Lafferty, Banner, Ida., through Otto Wettstein 3 00 
Samos Parsons. San Jose, Cal...................... cesse 10 00 
Almond Owen, Milwaukee, Wis................... eene 10 C0 
E ts "d ‘© for donation to be 
sent to Victor Lennstrand, Sweden............... 10 00 
J. A. Smith, Hudson, N. Y., for ‘Church Taxation” 1 00 
Jasper J. Brown, Oswego, N. Y., et 10 
R. M. Stender, St. Louis, Mo.................. eee 1 00 
D. C. Wismer, Quakertown, Pa..usesssssesssnsesesesesesees 1 00 
Dr. R. R. Gurley, Washington, D. C. (pamphlets)... 1 40 
A. W. Sturdy, Attleboro, Mass., through THE Troru 
BERKER coscsicssicesGesssevacccessstsrenseaveceisstercsseiaee 5 00 
Benedict Landau, Fort Mackinac, Mich.. 1 00 
A Friend, Philadelphia, Pa.............................. .. 15 00 
Emma R. Drake, Foxboro, Mass. (pamphlet)..... 10 


C. M. Buck, E. Milton, Mass. (1 dozen pamphlets, 
“ Church Taxation,” 60 cents; balance, 40 


cents, to the American Secular Union)............ 1 00 

T. A Wilison, Reading, Pa. (pamphlets) ............... 00 
Aaron Davis, Frederick, Md. (1 dozen pamphlets)... 60 
A Friend, Philadelphia, Pa..........................eeseeeesee 2 50 
TOtAlsascectesicauitivcrsossesiceussusvavsserseraeves $81 80 

Balsnce in treasury from March............ 61 06 

Total osion senie esse ea ee adus eve dra doen $143 86 
Disbursements for April, 1890............. 159 89 
Deficht..cccccevescctacsoseaevicdeesates $17 03 


F. C. MENDZ, Treasurer. 


The above statement of receipts for April, $81.80, 
which, with the balance in the treasury from March 
of $61.06 leaves a deficit of $17.02, and also the re- 
port of March subscriptions of only $19.75. shows a 
falling off in our contributions that is not encourag- 
ing; and we cannot go forward with our work unless 
our friends rally to our support. 

A considerable number of the subscriptions for 
months past hav been “special ;’ and the executiv 
committee hav not been free to use them for ordinary 
expenses, but hav conscientiously expended them as 
directed. 

Unless greater promptness and liberality shall be 
shown, we cannot carry Out our liberal plans, which 
hav already worked so well. It is hoped that this 
hint will hav the effect of waking up our friends and 
prompting them to make immediate remittances to 
our more than empty treasury. |: 

R. B. Wesrproox, President. 
F. C. Menvz, Treasurer. 

: Iva C. CgAppocxr, Corr Sec. 

Philadelphia, Pa., May 1, 1890. 
———-8————————— 

Our London Letter. 


Mr. Gladstone has furnished another of his articles 
on “The impregnable rock of holy scripture,” the 
title of the present instalment being “ The creation 
story,” which will no doubt be effactually dealt with 
in the various Freethought papers. His arguments 
in its favor are such that he would never think of 
using in secular matters, but are apparently quite 
good enough for “sacred” questions, or rather for 

' those who usually read that kind of literature, and 
believe in it. He tells his readers that history is s 
record of experience, the creativ story lies outside 
that experience ; how then does it come into the pos- 
session Of a portion of mankind? He says it is not 
poetry ; that there is not the smallest ground for re- 
garding it as the offspring of scientific inquiry; and 
that to speak of it as guesswork would be irrational, 
for there were no materials for guessing. It is not 
theory, because the person who composes or trens- 
mits it seems to believe and to intend others to be- 
lieve that he is dealing with matters of fact. But 
these matters of fact were impossible to be known, 
and therefore if it is, as it surely professes to be, a 
serious conveyance of truth, it can only be a com- 
munication from the “ most high.” What keen log- 
ical reasoning, to be sure. It seems that the “ days” 
are neither the solar ones of twenty four hours, nor 
geologic periods, but chapters in the history of crea- 
tion. He does not explain how this can be, when it 
is stated that the evening and the morning were the 
boundaries of such days, and that because the world 
was created and equipped in six days, and the creator 
rested on the seventh, the Jews were required to ab- 
stain from work on the Sabbath. Such special 


pleading and irrational argumentation is really not 
worth a serious consideration, and only goes to show 
what a divergence of opinion there is regarding “ the 
word of God” amongst the most devout believers. 
News has just arrived from Ceylon of the death of 
a missionary, who was shot while out with a hunting 
party. .It will be interesting to hear what the 
Church Missionary Society will bev to say on the 
subject at their annual meeting. Perhaps they can 
explain how it is that & hard working missionary, 
whose life is devoted to the arduous labors of con- 
verting the ‘heathen,’ who has wholly given him- 
self up to the “service of God,” can find time and 
inclination to go on shooting excursions. Would the 
Buddhist be right ia saying it was a judgment upon 
him for attempting to destroy life that he could not 
bestow? This incident should rather open the eyes 
of those sheep who are 80 well fleeced to support the 
good missionary, who bears eheerfully his hard lot 
solely for the love of his poor fellow- creature. 
Letters hav been received by the Church Mission- 
ary Society from some of their missionaries at Usam- 
biro on the Victoria Nyanza, and there seems to hav 
been some very busy evangelizing. The Christians 
hav had some considerable fighting with the Moham- 
medans. In the first bout the former got the worst 
of it, but being reinforced did better on the second 
occasion. The Christians had “only” two thousand 
guns and a large following of spearmen, the Moham 
medans more guns but fewer spearmen. The Ohris- 
tians on taking the capital fired it, and gave it up to 
plunder by their nativ converts. It is satisfactory 
to know that now the Christians hav been the victors, 
they are very anxious for peace, and desire the pray- 
ers cf the whole church to help in attaining that 
most desirable object. I suppose they fear reprisals 
if the Mohammedans gain allies amongst their fellow- 
believers, and do not care about trying further con- 
clusions with them, but if they believe their God can 
eff-ctually help them with hosts of angels, eto., their 
best plan would be to march straight across the con- 
tinent and sweep their enemies into the sea. The 
gospel of peace introduced in this forcible manner 
ought not to be witbout effest, as the heathen cannot 
fail to see how well it is carried out by its exponents. 
The president of the Baptist Union has delivered 
his annual address, which goes to show how judi- 
ciously the sects are he!ging He tells his hearers 
that they should not commit the sgrious blunder of 
fighting for a technical or unimportant interpretation 
of a book or verse of scripture, as if the whole au- 
thority of revelation depe dad on the maintenance cf 
that view. What concerned them was the spirit or 
aim of the revelation. Which really means, if any- 
one shows the absurdity or contradiction of any pas- 
sage in the Bible, let it slide as being of no impor- 
tance, only look out after the collections, see that the 
money flows in freely, and let anyone interpret the 
scriptures as they please. An instruotiv work might 
now be written on the evolution of Christianity, and 
the writer need not go back many years to show how 
rapid has been the change. J. D. 
London, April 30, 1890. 


—— to 
The Hours of Labor. 

.Of all the questions concerning reform now before 
the public the eight-hour Jaw is of the most general 
interest, the most prominent, and will ba the most 
persistent; for, like truth, though often crushed, it 
will still rise again, and never remain settled until it 
is settled aright. Many of the objections raised 
against it are very inconsistent when taken in connec. 
tion with the sayings of the persons making the 
objections on other occasions. For instance, we are 
continually being told in the magazines and newspa- 
pers and from the rostrum and pulpit of the advances 
brought about by Christian o'vilization. Yet the 
very ones making these claims express fears that if 
men worked only eight hours a day they would be 
apt to spend a large amount of their spare time in 
tre saloons instead of occupying themselvs in a 
profitable manner. That is a sad commentary on 
what hes been accomplished by eighteen hundred 
years of that kind of civilization for the men who 
execute the work of the world. 

We are told in the Bible that the first pair of 
human beings were turned from the garden of Eden 
because of disobedience and were given the earth as 
an inheritance, they and their descendants forever 
We are not told that a part of these descendants are 
to work in mines and factories at hard and toilsome 
labor and liv in penury and discomfort, while another 
portion of them pass their lives in idleness, never 
producing anything of use, and liv in luxury and 
extravagance, instead of earning their bread by the 
sweat of their brow, as the decree is said to hav 
béen. 

Sixty years ago I was living in an English manu- 
facturing town, where I often had to pass a tavern, 
over whose door hung a sign which was called “ The 
Six Alls.” At the top and in the center was 
the representation of tke king, dressed in robes 
of state, and underneath was written, “I rule all" 
On the right-hand side, and one beneath .the 
other, stood the lawyer and the doctor. The 
one said “T plead for all;" the other, “I cure all.” 


On the left-hand side,and one beneath the other, 
was the preacher and the soldier. The one said, “I 
pray for all;" the other, “I fight for all" At the 
bottom, in the center, and dreesed in the common, 
coarse garb which is his wont, stood the working 
man, and, with a very dolorous expression, he said, 
“Ipay for all.” How true—how suggestiv! One 
of our state comptrolers told us the same thing a 
few years ago, when he said that labor eventually 
paid all the taxes. 

The representations here given show us plainly 
that the workingman is the real Atlas who bears the 
world on his shoulders. 

No wonder that we are so frequently called upon 
to see him crushed, bent, thwarted, contorted and dis- 
torted—how can it be otherwise? Nor is it wonder- 
ful that the governments and aristocracies of Euro- 
‘pean countries speak of the working casses as the 
lower orders; nor, from the figure at which we hav 
baen lookirg, does it seem at all inappropriate, as 
they would require either great cunning or great 
strength, or both, to rise to the upright position and 
stature of man with such dreadful weight on their 
shoulders. And many of them realize both their 
position and its causes, for in one of their songs they 
88y : 

We are low, we are low. 
We are very, very low. 

They are not considered too low to weave cloth, 
but almost too Jow to wear it. 

Each of the figures under consideration represents 
a man who might, had he been taken at birth and 
placed in the necessary conditions, hav been made a 
king, a beggar, a thief, or any one of the intermediate 
ebaracters composing society. 

It is usually conceded that the foundation of so- 
ciety rests on its homes. Homes are not merely four 
briek or wooden walls, but places where men with 
their families can meet and associate in ease and 
comfort. That, however, is impossible so long aa 
men work ten hours a day, most of them having to 
spend half an hour in the morning in going to their 
work, and the same time in the evening in returning 
from it, as being thus «xhausted by continuous ex- 
ertion they will be unable either to enjoy social com- 
munion with their families, or perform the political 
duties which devolve on the citizens of a republic, if 
it is to retain, even nominally, the name of a republic. 

. Rura BRETTELL, 


Mr. Heywood in Deeper Trouble. 


Porics DEPARTMENT oF THE City or Boston. 
Orricr or Crry Prison, BASEMENT oF Court Hover. $ 
To rar Eprror or Tur Trure Srexer, Sir: Aftera 
hard week’s work away from home, just returning to 
my family, I was arrested yesterday afternoon at 
Princeton depot, and brought back to Boston, and 
am in this city cellar. Vice-Society Henry Chase, 
who has dogged my steps for years with decoys, 
entered the complaint. It is the old “cffanse,” of 
course, of alleged “obscenity.” After Attorney- 
general Devens, Carl Schurz, President Hayes, Judge 
Nelson, Judge Pitman, hav recognized my right of 
opinion and called off the hounds, they are again un- 
leashed and baying for my blood! Before, two 
United States cases came first. then the state case. 
In all three I was vindicated. From 1884 till yester- 
day we had a lull; now Vice Society vengeance 
again pursues me! The plan seems to hav been to 
arrest me Saturday night so as to be sure and hav 
me imprisoned over Sunday, at least making the 
arrangement of bail as difficult as possible. The 
case will be called in the police court here to morrow, 
and the day of the preliminary trial fixed. What 
amount of intelligence I shall meet in Boston, in 
judge and jury, is yet to be seen. 

Boston, May 11, lam, yu. 18. 

7pm, Sunpay.—Am bailed out and expect to go 
home to-morrow. This is a state case; possibly a 
United States case may also be sprung on me. The 
climax has come. E. H. Hxrwoop. ^ 

a 


The Leavening ot Providence, R. I. 


The past week two notable events hav occurred in 
Providence, R. I., marking a change of sentiment in 
the direction of Liberalism suspicious in the extreme. 
The school committee by a unanimous vote abro- 
gated the clause of the by-laws which required that 
the public schools be opened in the morning by read- 
ing a portion of the Bible or by prayer. There had 
been no special agitation of the matter; the action 
seems to hav been taken by reason of that change 
incident to the spirit of the age which is so rapidly 
disintegrating old theological ideas and the polity 
which is their outcome. Probably the opposition of 
the Catholics to our public school system has had 
much influence in this direction, that the school sys- 
tem may be on a basis which shall disarm their erit- 
icisms religion-wise. The use of the Bible in our 
schools has been one of the main objections raised 
by the Catholics, and a constant plea for parochial 
schools dominated by the church. The Bible shot 
out, we stand on much better ground, and will be in 
a position to meet this school question which at no 
distant day must come up for discussion and solution, 
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The ulterior claim of the Cathclics will be for a share | 


of the school money to apply to the support of their 
parochial schools. When this claim is made, if our 
public school system is on a strictly secular basis, 
its friends will then ocoupy the ground of vantage. 
Then we can fal! back on the fundamental idea of 
our nation, that church and state must be absolutely 
divorced, which of course will apply to our schools. 
Theological ideas hav no business in a school. If 
they get there, then let the adherents of those ideas 
foot the bills and leave the public funds alone. 

The other notable event is the opening of the 
public library on Sundays. The trustees hav decided 
to make the library accessible a good portion of the 
day. Possibly this may cause some squirming among 
the bigots, who may seek to reverse the decision. 
Should they do so they will fail, for the public mind 
has become so Liberalized it will meet the issue fear- 
lessly. Freethoughi is revolutionary, and its influ- 
ence, though sometimes checked, cannot be extir- 


pated. Ww. Fosrzn, Jr. 
Providence, R. I. l 


————— — 39-9 ————————— 


Victor Hugo's Works On the Index Expurga- 
torius. ; 


Judge Davidson, sitting in the supreme court of 
Ottawa, Oat., gave judgment last week in the case 
of Tache against Osdieux & Derome. This was an 
action taken by Mr. Tache, private secretary to Seo- 
retary cf State Chapleau, against Cadieux & Derome, 
booksellers of Montreal, on account of their refusal 
to carry out a contrast for the importation cf Victor 
Hugo's works. The morality of Victor Hugo's 
works was attacked, and several important points 
bearing on the relativ authority of the church and 
the state wera raised in the case. The defendants 
pleaded that thay are Catholic booksellers, aud are 
well known to sell books only permitted by the re- 
ligious authorities of the Roman Catholic cburch ; 
that plaintiff represanted Hughes's edition of Victor 
Hugo to bea parmissible book, and by his artifices 
deceived defendants; that this edition was not in 
their catalog, and that some of the works contained 
in it are immoral, subversiv of the principles of soci- 
ety, and forbiddea by the church. Judge Davidson 
in hia opinion says: 

Ia support of the allegation that some of the works 
included in this edition are forbidden to members of the 
church to which the contracting parties belong, the evidence 
of several ecclesiastics was taken. It appears reasonably 
certain that ** Notre Dame de Paris,” ‘‘ Les Miserables,” and 
* Le Pape" are to be found in the index librorum prohibi- 
torum. Let the fact be granted, can it affect a civil contract? 
To say yes would be to lay down the principle that the con. 
gregation de lind:x, or the ecclesiastical authority of any 
other church, would hav the power as between the members 
of its own communion, to interpret, qualify, or even annul 
contracts. As between members of different religions these 
courts might become the battle.grounds for the theologians. 
In France the Congregation de l'index has never, so far as I 
am aware, at least, within time sufficiently modern to be 
worthy of practical reference, been recognized as a law. giv- 
ing authority. To enforce its decrees with threats is now 
unlawful. What, I take it, the courts hav to deal with in 
the maintenance of contracts is not the conscience of the 
individual, but that great public conscience which quickens 
and givs life to the body of the civil Jaw, whose interpreters 
weare now. A contract with an unlawful consideration has 
no effect, and (C. C. 900) ‘‘the consideration is unlawful 
when it is prohibited by law, or is contrary to good morals 
or public order.” The clear duty of a court is to giv uni- 
versal application to this article of our code—that is, to so 
interpret it as that the interpretation will not vary because 
of the persons concerned, but be broad enough to cover all 
contracts of like classes, no matter who the contracting 
parties may be. To generalize in this fashion is easy enough, 
but to attempt a definition of the generic expression ‘‘ good 
morals ” is another matter. 

What is ‘‘ contrary to good morals?” There are works so 
wanton in their language, so evident in their purpose, and so 
violently repugnant to public morality that in their presence 
definitions become unnecessary. No person, however, 
pretends that charges such as these can be brought against 
the writings of Victor Hugo. I hav, therefore, sought to 
reach some clear and positiv conception of what in its more 
limited senses the expression * contrary to good morals" 
means. There are many things morally wrong which are 
not legally wrong, and care must be taken to judge between 

‘the parties according to purely legal rules and definitions. 
The question in a given law is not simply whether the publi- 
cation be immoral, but whether it is sufficiently 80 to enable 
the criminal Jaw to punish it as such (Pollock Contracts, No. 
270). If, then, we seek for what an indictment requires, we 
tind that it has to charge the accused with *' devising, con- 
triving, and intending to corrupt morals.” 

Judged by this, and, indeed, if need be, by a far stricter 
standard, Victor Hugo’s works cannot be condemned as an 
* unlawful consideration” for a contr ct. Only two of his 
books hav been filed in the cause, the prose romance of 
t Notre Dame” and '* Les Chansons des mers et des bois,” a 
collection of lyric verse. I am not to presume anything 
against his other works. Even in the two specifically 
impugned only two or three extracts are challenged, but it 
ie said that these are enough to taint the whole production. 
That Hugo has written things which marred his genius, and 
has committed himself to views which many men would 
repudiate, are undeniable facts, but all the same he was a 
great writer, poet, and dramatist, and an imposing central 
figure in the nineteenth-century literature of France. 

No one can read his works without agreeing with this 
moderate praise of what he was and what he felt: ‘In his 
mora] nature we shall find much that is strong, elevated, and 
tender—a true passion for France, a true sympathy for the 
poor and oppressed, a true fondness for children.” Another 
eminent writer declares that “it may be asserted without 
the least fear of contradiction that Victor Etugo will hold to 
all posterity the position of the greatest poet and one of the 
greatest prose writers in France.” One of the reverend wit- 
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nesses for the defense spoke of 
fique au point de oue litteraire.” 
secular public libraries, and selections from them appear in 
text-books. Neither during his life nor since his death in 
1885 bas any court been sought to hold that a-y of the works 
of Victor Hugo were against public law or public morals, or 
were written for the corruption uf the public conscience. 
His magnificent genius applied itself to loftier, if sometimes 
mistaken, purposes. It is by these tests that the case must 
be judged. As well might the works of Racine or Chateau- 
briand or Lamartine or Byron or Swinburne or many of the 
earlier classical writers of France and England be chal- 
lenged as not susceptible of creating valid civil obligations 
because they sometimes paint the weaknesses and facts of 
human nature in words of greater passion or greater realism 
than some might think desirable or necessary. 

T hold the contract to be a good one. For reasons which 
I need not now enter upon, but which will appear in the 
formal judgment, the demand is reduced to $700, and for 
that amount judgment goes with costs. 

E — to 


his works as being ** magni- 
They are to be found in all 


Woman and Dogma. 
From the Womans Journal. 


To those who believe that truth is only to be dis 
covered by open and frank discussion, it is encourag- 
ing that a woman’s journal is brave enough to permit 
some plain speaking in regard to the Bible. 

Not that even the most radical utterance on this 
question need alarm anyone. Pure religion and un- 
defiled depends upon belief in no theory concerning 
any book. And for their vomfort, let all women who 
call themselvs Christians remember that Christ made 
not a single dogma, and never even mentioned Adam 
nor Eve, nor the gardsn of Eden. 

Even so conservativ a man as Bishop Watson, in 
80 conservativ a time as the early part of this cent- 
ury, declared, “ Whoever is afraid of submitting any 


question, civil or religious, to the test of free discus- . 


810n, seems to me to be more in love with his own 
opinions than with the truth.” And above all things 
is it necessary for women to hold this free discus- 
sion; for overwhelming proof can be given that it is 
the use of certain dogmas, backed up by the pre- 
tended authority of inspiration, that once fixed 
women in au inferior position in the church, and that 
still keeps them in a state of subjection to-day. 

In every country where Bibles are used, we see a 
similar spectacle; priests declaiming against reason, 
declaring their dogmas based on an infallible book, 
and exhorting women to “ believe," without sufficient 
investigation ; and everywhere we see similar results, 
—men ruling and women obeying. But slavery of 
the mind is the most dangerous of all tyrannies ; 
for if it givs even a mere semblance of liberty to 
its victims, it thereby lulls them into ignominious 
content with their degraded state, and they do not 
pursue real liberty, because they are deluded by its 
shadow into a vain fancy that they hold the sub- 
stance. This is the case with millions in America. 
Tie great host of women and priests to-day, persist- 
ently clinging to worn-out dogmas and creeds, 
turning their eyes persistently away from 
new facts, these are the clogs upon the 
wheels of true progress. And this is why not only 
thoughtful men, but intellectual women also, often 
oppose placing political power in the hands of any 
women, while the vast majority are puppets in the 
hands of those who will neither think themselvs, 
nor, if they can help it, allow others to do so. To 
place legal power in such hands, they fear, wiil 
threaten & return of civilization to those dark ages 
when “faith” completely overpowered reason. His- 
tory is full of such backslidings, and safety will 
never be assured until women hav become trained to 
perfect freedom of thought. 

When women know enough to use the Bible for 
what it really is, a collection of books, good, bad, 
and indifferent, written at different times, by inde- 
pendent authors, each responsible for his own utter- 
ance, collected together nobody knows exactly when 
nor by whom, although there are various surmises ; 
still full of mistakes, as well as much spiritual beauty 
of thought—with such a theory there is no quarrel. 
But to take the Bible as one whole, inspired book, 
and “claim it for woman suffrage,” is like trying to 
claim the whole history of the United States as 
proving the eternal freedom and equality of the 
negro. “Facts are agin it.” One of the passages in 
the Constitution proves that the men who wrote that 
said, “ All men are created free and equal,” but many 
other passages in our history show that we were not 
altogether illogical in basing the right of slavery 
upon that which is woven into all our history—the 
Bible. So we may take a passage here and there from 
several books in the Bible, showing that the man who 
wrote this or that had advanced views about women. 
Such stray passages can be found in all Bibles, 
even that oldest one of all, the Rig-Veda. But 
the women of India know as well as the women 
of America that their Bible, as a whole, does not 
admit that women are men’s equals. It is ex- 
pounded to them from house to house by priests 
who hav an interest in keeping women in due sub- 
jection. And there is no power on earth like the 
clutch of a man who rules à woman by her supersti- 
tion. Rammohun Roy, the modern Luther of India, 
labored in vain to make his own mother see the truth 
in the Rig-Veda through his eyes. Although she 
forgave his heretical handling of their sacred book 


before she died, she remained to the last a devout 
believer in the priests and their theory of inepiration. 

When we come to our sacred book, how can any 
student of the Bible claim that there is no positiv 
evidence that Eve was punished for her sin, so long 
as Paul is quoted in pulpits from Dan to Beersheba 
as saying: “Let tbe woman learn in silence with ail 
subjection, for I suffer not & woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence, for 
Adam was first formed and then Eve, and Adam was 
not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in 
the tranegression; notwithstanding, they shall bs 
saved in child-bearing, if they continue in faith and 
charity and holiness with sobriety.” 

It must not be forgotten that Paul was bred in the 
Jewish school, where such teaching as this was in 
vogue: “If any comparison could be drawn between 
Eve and Adam, she stood to him in the samerelation 
of beauty #8 dces a monkey to a man;" or this: 
* God at first created Adam with a long tail; but 
afterward, considering him attentivly, he thought 
he would look better without it; resolving, however, 
not to lose anything that he had made, he cut it cff 
and formed it into a woman; hence the sex derive 
their low and inferior nature.” The Jews, we see, 
did not consider the Eve story so “inspired” that 
its inspiration could not be added to. The religious 
writings of the Jews, the epistles of Paul ard 
Tertullian, and the sermons and eommentaries of all 
the church fathers, even down to Bishop Bowmen 
and the vast majority of both Protestant and Cath. 
olie priests to-day, furnish one continuous mass of 
indisputable evidence that woman is supposed to 
rest under a peculisr curse for having been the arch- 
conspirator with Satan for the introduction of sin 
into the world — * Wives, submit ; wives, be obedient ; 
wives, be subject; wives, be silent,” is the never- 
ending burden of the whole refrain. It saturates 
our poetry, poisons our law; it has led the church 
she bas always supported ‘to deny at one time that 
woman had a soul; it still leads the law of the laud 
to refuse her the ownership of her child. For bow 
can a silent, submissiv, obedient subject hav any 
right that might conflict with the will of her heaven- 
appointed head? 

Willfully to close our eyes to this fact is to imitate 
the foolish ostrich, which hides its head in the sand 
to get rid of the enemy it does not wish to see. This 
is why I say it is women's cowardly superstition 
which binds them. The enlightened womer—wben 
they become a majority—will not need to ask for 
their freedom; they will simply take it. The en- 
lightened mother will not rear a son who, with Bible 
in hand, will hurl Pauline texts at her head, as a 
reason why she should eternally withhold her band 
from whatsoever it found to do in any field. When 
enlightened mothers send the right kind of sons to 
legislature and Congress, such sons will hav learned 
that it “is not good for man to be alone” in public, 
any more than in domestic life. And we shall not 
hav government hobbling along like the lop sided 
animal whom a viviseotionist has deprived of half its 
brain. 

It would be easy to giv & lorg list of exirsets 
from the church fathers amd our modern ministers 
and priests showing the deadly influence which for 
nearly two thousand years has done its utmost to 
humiliate women. I do not accuse these men of 
consciously wrong motive ; there is very little of that 
in the world. Our worst evils hav arisen from an 
ignorance that betrayed men into wrong habits of 
thought, from which superstition would not release 
them, until some outside power administered an elec- 
tric shock to the intellect. Such a shock Jesus and 
Paul gave to the Jewish church; but egain men 
settled down into ruts from which they were forcibly 
torn by Luther ; and now the time has come to make 
patent new truths which this century has revealed. 

.¢ A Virar Woman. 
—— 9-4-99————————— 


Leetnres and Meetings. 


Mr. J. M. L. Basooox, of Boston, will speak on ‘‘ The Ex- 
tinction of Usury ” at the Liberal Club, May 16th. 


W. F. Janvzson is yet lecturing in Iowa, and will prob- 
ably remain in that state until July 1st. Address at Des 
Moines, Ia. i 


Mr. Grores H. Dawes writes from North Yamhill, Ore.: 
* I wish to say to the Liberal friends in eastern Oregon and 
Idaho that it will be impossible for me to fill my engage- 
ments this summer. I may be able to do so this fall, but at 
present my health and strength will not admit my risking 
the long stage rides that would be necessary to fill my 
appointments. I am sorry I was obliged to disappoint the 
friends this spring, and yet hope that I may, some day, hav 
the pleasure of meeting you.” 

— 958 or 
Discouraged as to the Women. 
From the London Freethinker. 

Tux Truru Seeker give as its cartoon for April 12th, the 
figure of a Christian maiden clinging to à cross in the water, 
hard hy tbe rocks of superstition. Priestly sharks are play- 
ing around her as the Freethought boat approaches and 
offers her relief. She holds to the wooden cross with such 
fervent devotion that it is doubtful if she will accept the 


proffered help. 
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Communications. 


The Question of the Day. 


In Pope Leos late affectionate address to the 
American people we find this peculisr sentence: 
* Under your Constitution religion has perfect liberty 
and is & growing power.” How many wonder what 
the pope's ideas of “porfsot liberty” are! He 
certainly did not hav a very high estimation of “ per- 
feot liberty” when the ceremonies of the Bruno 
statue were taking place. What is“ perfect liberty” 
to the Catholic church? Is it the liberty of the Dark 
Ages—the liberty to again use the fagot and the 
rack? Is it the liberty to control the affairs of 
nations? Has not the Catholic interpretation of 
“ perfect liberty " ever been, Might makes right? 

American men and women, awake to the pertinent 
issues of the day. Every lover of freedom and 
equity must feel a sense of awe when he sees the 
familiarity the Catholie church is holding with this 
country. Serpent.like a great power has arisen in 
this country, threatsning the very life of our nation. 
It seeks by secret and collusiv methods to under- 
mine and destroy the bleod-bought freedom our 
forefathers hav handed down to us. It has ever 
been ths relentless foa of independence and liberty ; 
ever trying to control the destiny of nations and 
men. The time to strike the deadly blow for the 
total separation of church and state is now, while it 
is in its infancy. Allow this power to once gain con- 
trol of our publie schools, or even a partial manage- 
ment of the same, and our country is in imminent 
danger. Its tiger clutch cannot be released. Its 
dark blot on the mind cannot be erased. So avari- 
cious for power, if cannot be expected to yield when 
it controls the means to resist restraint. To make a 
prophecy, the pope's recent letter is no more nor less 
than a detectiv of senfiment coming reross the 
waters to ascertain if the United States is not a more 
appropriate place for the Vatican. O sun of knowl- 
edge, shine upon the record of the past! Giv the 
American people the power to read the undertone of 
the pope's recent message. It comes in the guise of 
liberty, but bears still the revengeful specier of the 
. past, the dead ghost of the Dark Ages. The Cath- 

olic church already wields s telling power in our 
political machinery, end it is thia fact, no doubt, that 
enthuses Pope Loo with such az affectionate regard 
for our nation. Lat us repeat the words of an illus- 
trious general, "Put none but Americans on guard 
to-night.” So let nonse but true and tried sons of 
liberty stand at the post of honor to-day, and all is 
well It is not asscret by any means that politicians 
in our day yieid their direction to the dictates of the 
Catholic church. Judges foreake the grandest prin- 
ciples of right to favor this power that is trying to 
suck the lifeblood from our nation. Parochial schools 
hav been eresied by this power and the public money 
appropriated for their use, while the publie schools 
hav been discontinued in Catholic districts. What 
effrontery in the face of & free nation! A gmall of- 
fense in the face of justice and liberty only opens the 
way for more extensiv privileges. 
^ This tyrannical power has tried to thwart the ends 
of justice for centuries. Its caresr has been s record 
of tyranny and oppression. Its hands are steeped 
in the blood of freedom, and the mangled forme of 
liberty lie beneath its feet. It is for you as American 
citizens, as lovers of justics, to deal the fatal blow to 
this selfish and despotic hierarchy, to make your 
earnest rebuke against this eneroachment on our 
grandest principles, this invasion against the founda- 
tion of our republican government. iet each and 
every ons labor for the preservation of our Union 
from sectarian wrongs and the protection of our 
inherent rights. 
O brave illustrious dead 
Who fought and struggled and bled 
That we should hence be free, 
Arise from out thy sacred tomb, 


Dispel the darkness and the gloom 
Surrounding liberty. 


Richland, S. D. Louis N. Crm, Jr, 
————— HO 

Is “Hells Half Acre” in Kansas or Missouri? 

Though living within forty miles of that dangerous 
place, I am not sure whether Brother C. H. Greene 
of Rochester, Mich., is right or not. But about one 
thing he is both right and wrong—Kausas City is in 
Kansas, itis also in Missouri. It is slung across the 
state line like a pair of old-fashioned saddle-begs 
over the spine of a poor mule. The shrewd inhabit- 
ants hav used this fact to their own benefit or injury 
according to point of view. Gambling is forbidden 
in Missouri and whisky drinking permitted. Whisky 
drinking is forbidden in Karsas and gambling 
allowed. (The New England love of gain and the 
Virginia love of pleasure here crop out respectivly iu 
the states that descend from them.) The enterpris- 
ing borderers build “ saddle-bag ” houses with a long 
room running across the state line, a well-filled bar 
in one end and a gambling den in the other. The 
customer sits down in Kansas and gambles till he is 
dry, when ho walks over into Missouri and calls for 


“old bourbon,” returns to Kansas and resumes his | of Crown Prince Karl, to whom Captain Thompson 


“little game.” So said and undoubtedly true, though 
I hav never been in one. 

Though not interested in anybody’s “boom,” I 
will say that a mighty city is growing there on the 
two sides of the Kaw and Missouri rivers. The 
Kansas City, Kan., real estate agents publish facts 
showing that most of the meat packing and manufaot- 
uring and wholesaling is on the Kansas side of Union 
avenue. Then the moralists, woman suffragists, eto., 
like Brother Greene, want to put Hells Half Acre 
off on us poor Misscurians! “Tote fair,” Brother 
Greene. My impression is strong that the piece of 
ground in question is on the Kansas side. To giv 
all the enterprise to Kansas and all the wickedness 
to Missouri would, as Uncle Toby said, “bs setting 
one sadly over the head of another.” 

We hav two great cities on our respectiv eastern 
and western bordere. One has '' slopped over” into 
Kansas and one into Illinois. Ose summer when in 
Vermont I read in a paper how a desperate mulatto 
in Esst St. Louis had fought and wounded policemen 
who tried to capture him and his gang for robbing 
freight oars. Then followed the editor's remarks on 
lawlessness in Missouri, references to the James boys, 
eto. It was enough to make a Missourian tear his 
hair to read such 8 condemnation of his state because 
the police in an Illinois city across the river from our 
city of the same name couldn't manage a few “ yallah 
niggahs” better than that. Gro. Wirsom. 

Lexington, Mo. 

— ——— ———-^ 


Talmage’s Pagoda. 


In the great city of churches over the creek from 
New York a pagoda is going up as fast as the work- 
men can lay the brick snd place the stone. Among 
the latter is the old cobble-stone that was imported 
from Mars Hill when Mr. Paul talked to the heathen. 
It is perhaps fortunate for the acrobat Talmege that 
stones cannot talk, for in that case the Tabernacle 
people might get a good dose of heathen sense, and 
leave Talmage nothing but his legs and arms to 
operate with. 

A great organ is being built by George Jardine & 
Son for the Brooklyn pagoda. It is to contain 110 
stops, and will cost $30,000. It will be able to make 
noise enough to discount Major-General Joshua's 
concert before the walls of Jericho, and it is hinted in 
strictly religious circles that Talmage actually se- 
cured several of the rams’ horns used on that mem- 
orable occasion by the Jewish national guard, which 
will be placed in the organ, and which when sounded 
wil make all the modern Jerichobins fall prostrate 
aa their old walls did when General Joshua executed 
bis great military movement. 

But with all this, it appears that Talmage has got 
his eye cn the heathen Chinese. The organ will 
contain a “Chinese gong,” whose celestial echoes 
will reverberate through the pagoda, and knock out 
ihe rams’ horns in one round. This heavenly racket 
used to be heard in our hotels, but as its celestial 
beauties were not duly appreciated by the rattle- 
brained public, it has been adopted by Talmage as a 
means to knock into the stupid heads of his devotees 
what it had knocked out of everybody else—viz,, 
their brains and all appreciation for harmonious 
music. It will be a drawing card for John China- 
man, however, and they will be easily captured by 
his leg and arm feats. They will digest the fine 
cardinal points of Calvin like an ancient Puritan, and 
enjoy hell on its original basis. The Ohristianizing 
of China is now to be an assured fact, and Talmage 
with his gong is going to do it. 

Not only this—but in order to interest the military 
of the present day a series of drum effects will be in- 
troduced. There will be a bass drum, the long roll, 
and the kettle drum; also a chime of bells (doubly 
blessed), and with the rest of the organ, if there 18 
not enough confusion among the worshipers at the 
pagoda to knock the devil out of them, then Talmage 
need not try again. 

But Talmage has missed a good deal. He ought 
to hav got hold of the harp that old Davy used 
when he danced in clogs before the Lord, and the 
loud timbrel that Miriam used when the Jews got 
out of the damp of the Red sea, or he might hav 
imported an angel or two from the land of bliss, but 
the latter might be objected to by the commissioners 
of immigration on the ground that it was pauper 
labor and not permitted to land in New York. At 
all events Talmage is enterprising, and he might 
hav found a way to get around all of the above, and 
then what a glorious racket there would be in the 
pagoda. : 

AI pee i. 


Freethought in Sweden. 


We always knew there was a good deal of deter- 
minetion to be found in Sweden, yet the reading of 
Fritankaren No. 8 informed us that our guess had 
been too low. There was more of it than we had 
estimated. 

The 1st of April a deputation, consisting of Captain 
Thomson, Messrs. O. A. Magnussen, A. V. Lindenau, 
and P. Jansson were admitted to the august presence 


spoke as follows: 


Your royal highness! As a committee appointed by 
Utilistiska Samfundet, we hereby present to his royal majesty 
a protest made by all classes of society against that 
persecution of the authorities which manifests itself in 
the imprisonment of him or them that make a public con- 
fession of private convictions; convictions, perhaps, at 
variance with one derived from our ancestors’ state church 
creed, but founded upon the results of an impartial investi- 
gation and the conclusions of science. These opinions are 
held by thousands, and acknowledged and expressed by the 
majority of scientific, educated men and women, and in- 
dorsed by over three thousand of his majesty the king’s sub- 
jects, who in proof of this hav respectfully attached their 
Signatures. . 

Hoping his majesty the king will protect and favor the 
cause of liberty of conscience, we confidently deliver these 
protests in the hands of your royal highness as appointed 
regint pro tempore. 

The protests thus delivered were two. The first, 
signed by 5,338 Utilists, explained that the signers 
indorsed the views held by Lennstrand, and in con- 
sequence demanded either his liberation or that they 
receive the same punishment inflicted upon him. 

The other protest, signed by 3,521 persons, peti- 
tioned. in the name of justice and liberty of con- 
science, that the king liberate Lennstrand. 

Taking into consideration that the petitions hav 
been out but a couple of weeks, the result is highly 
satisfactory. 

It is rather strange to observe that every judg- 
ment by the supreme court against Lennstrand has 
been pronounced with one majority vote. Of course 
we cannot tell with certainty how this one vote is 
secured, but it looks like rather crooked business, 
remembering, a8 we needs must, that the ecclesiastical 
authorities since times long past hav been experts 
in buying souls. G. N. 

—— li i 


About Certain Facts. 

(Mr. E. C. Walker requests us to copy this article from 
Fair Play.] 

In Tur Trura Seexer of May 3d, Mr. Macdonald, 
quoting our reflections upon the conduct of Ed. W. 
Chamberlain in connection with Mr. Harman, adds: 

This matter is explained by Mr. Chamberlain in his state- 
ment, and wecan but think that Mr. Walker did Mr. Cham- 
berlain a gross injustice in his comments. 

In that article in No. 68 we said that we would 
cheerfully withdraw so much of our criticism of Mr. 
Chamberlain as referred to that person's failure to 
reach Topeka in time if it should be shown that Mr. 
Harman had not made it clear to him that Messrs. 
Overmeyer and Olemens had definitly withdrawn 
from the case. In his Trura Szrker article Mr. 
Chamberlain makes statements which show that he 
knew that the Topeka attorneys had withdrawn from 
the case. So we hav nothing to retract. In direct 
connection with this, he remarks that he did all he 
could by correspondence to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between Mr. Harman and Overmeyer and Olem- 
ens. Yes, by graciously intimating that these 
gentlemen could do much to assist him! That is, 
they, the old and tried attorneys in the case, could 
occupy positions under his majesty. Is it any wonder 
that this was the last straw that broke the back of 
the camel of Mr. Clemens’s patience? 

Tur Truru SEEKER finds the accounts given in 
Fair Play and Lucifer contradictory. Probably 
the only really important discrepancy is indicated in 
these two extracts. We said: 

Colonel Bradley now outlined the theory of the defense. 
He said that they would maintain, Firat, the articles were 
not deposited to be mailed as charged in the indictment, and, 
Second, if they were so deposited, then Harman was insane, 


as no man, whose intentions were good, would attempt to 
disseminate such unutterably filthy matter. : 

Lucifer puts it this way: 

The notes given elsewhere show that I employed Colonel 
Bradley, of Topeka, to assist me in the defense. His line of 
defense was: : 

1. That the indicted articles were not obscene within the 
meaning of the law. 

2. The defendant, Moses Harman, did not deposit the 
offending articles in the post-office. 

8. On the question of the right relations of the sexes, the 
defendant is a monomaniac—is insane. 


Our account is strictly correct. Mr. Harman’s 
partial deafness explains his failure to clearly under- 
stand the low-toned opening statements of his coun- 
sel. And aside from this, Mr. Macdonald must see 
that in the nature of things it is not probable that 
Mr. Brady claimed that the articles were not obscene 
within the meaning of the statute. Such a plea 
would in no way harmonize with the claim of in- 
sanity which he set up. In fact, it would completely 
nullify it. The whole aim of Bradley’s long and 
vicious and insulting examination of his client was 
to show that the articles published were obsceno and 
demoralizing. With this went his examination of 
the government’s witnesses, showing by their testi- 
mony that Mr. Harman was personally a pure and 
honest man. In brief, therefore, his theory was: 
These articles were very obscene and demoralizing, 
and Mr. Harman holds very unusual views, but per- 
sonally he is pure and honest, therefore he is insane, 
a monomaniac on the sex question. 
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Tur Teora Serrer says in ita closing comments : 


But the only tbing, it seems to us, to do is for those who 
hav egged Mr. Harman on in his linguistic crusade to come 
to the front and help him out of the scrape by seeing to it 
that Lucifer is kept going and that its editor suffers as little 
as possible. It will be too bad for him to -bear the burden 
which ought to be shared by a good many more. Vicarious 
atonement never was and never will be a righteous scheme. 

Very good ; our view, precisely. Hence our criti- 
cism of Mr. Chamberlain, for no one has been more 
activ in the “egging on" business than this same 
person. He has heartily approved of the very articles 
to which Tas Trota Szexer has frequently obj<cted ; 
he advised the publication of the O'Neill letter (see 
No. 68), and in every other possible way he has en- 
couraged Mr Harman to keep “on in his linguistic 
crusade.” That it would be useless for Mr. Cham- 
berlain to attempt to shirk moral responsibility for 
advising Mr. Harman to print the O'Neill letter, by 
making the plea that he had not read it, is gelf- 
evident. Prudent counselors do noi giv hit-and- 
miss advice of that kind. But since the time of its 
publication in Lucifer, and long after he had read it, 
he has written another publisher a letter enthusi- 
astically applauding him for publishing it in his 
paper, and backs his words with $10. We should 
be much pleased to hav Mr. Macdonald tell us 
candidly what he thinks of this “egging on” per- 
formance of the New York attorney. When we, the 
co-defendant and the daughter of Mr. Harman, pro- 
tested against certain articles, this very man Cham- 
berlain “aat down” upon us emphatically and did 
all he could to render our advice of no effect. Yes, 
let Mr. Ohamberlain and his confreres put their 
hands deep down in their pockets and help keep 
Lucifer going, but also let them leave the conduct 
of the defense to the cool-headed and able lawyers 
who were once forced to withdraw from it chiefly 
because of the very “ egging on” of which Mr. Mac- 
donald speaks so tersely and truly. E. C. WALKER. 

Lisan Harman. 
—— 


Paternal Government. 
From the New York Sun. — 

A very objectionable manifestation of that ten- 
dency toward paternal government, which has so 
strongly stamped itself upon the legislation of the 
Republican party, is found in a bill lately introduced 
in the House of Representativs by Mr. Sweney, of 
Iowa. This bill provides for the exclusion from 
the mails of “any pamphlet, magazine, newspaper, 
story paper, or other paper devoted to the publica- 
tion or principally made up of criminal news, police 
reports, or accounts of criminal deeds, or pictures 
and stories of immoral deeds, lust, or crime.” 

Under such a bill it would be within the power of 
any politician in the post-office department to stop 
the circulation of any newspaper of the opposing 
party. All that would be necessary would be to find 
in the paper a report of some crime or some immoral 
deed, and then its exclusion could be enforced. No 
matter what the general character of the paper, it 
“would be af the mercy of hostil officials. The New 
York Zribune and the New York Herald, two jour- 
nals of opposit politicos against which no honest or 
intelligent objection could be raised under this head, 
would be alike subject to interference and punish- 
ment should this bill become a law. 
` Jf any newspaper offends against public morality, 
let it be dealt with by the regular criminal authori- 
ties and the courts of the country. To convert the 
post-office into an extraordinary tribunal for such a 
purpose, and to make every little postmaster a judge 
to suppress the liberty of printing which the Consti- 
tution guarantees, is an intolerable proposition. 

We hav too much paternal government already, 
and Mr. Anthony Comstock is already too much of a 
grand inquisitor. No law to enlarge or intensify his 
power is admissible. Hands cff. 


LIBERTY OF THE PRESS IN DANGER, 
From the Boston Daily Globe. 

The Constitution of the United States guarantees 
a free press, but there are numerous statesmen now 
engaged in the work of tinkering the laws who can 
not rest without interfering in all the ways they 
can think of with the freedom of printing and circu- 
lating the news. 

One of the latest schemes of this kind is the bill 
introduced in Congress by Mr. Sweeney of Iowa. 
It provides for the exclusion from the mails of “any 
pamphlet, magezine, newspaper, story paper, or 
other paper devoted to the publication or principally 
made up of criminal news, police reports, or accounts 
of criminal deeds, or pictures and stories of immor- 
ral deeds, lust, or crime.” 

Such a law would inevitably be strained and per- 
verted so as to put it within the power of the post- 
office officials, or of a single one of them, to interfere 
outrageously with the liberty of the press. At a 
time of political excitement some superserviceable 
party henchman might stop the circulation of any of 
the great journals of the country by finding some- 
thing in it which he might construa as a breach of 
this law. 

There are laws enough now against printing and 


[suppress the liberty of printing which the Constitu- 


circulating immoral literature. We are in favor of 
their enforcement. But let the accused persons hav 
the benefit of trial, and do not constitute every post- 
master an imperial censor of the press, empowered 
to say what shall or shall not go through the mails. 
As the New York Sun well says upon this point: “If 
any newspaper offends against public morality, let it 
be dealt with by the regular criminal authorities and 
the courts of the country. To convert the post- 
office into an exiraordinary tribunal for such a pur- 
pose and to make every little postmaster a judge to 


erty guaranteed to him by the Constitution. To 


quote, in justification of this abstraction, that Chris. 
tianity is part of the law of the land is idie, meaning- 
less, and exasperating. 


————— et 
A Noted Man is Gone. 
From the Eau Claire, Wis., Evening Free Fress of April 35th. 


Marcus Thrane, father of Dr. A. D. H. Thrane, 


died this morning at the residence of his son, a stroke 
of paralysis being the cause of death. 


Mareus Throne was & man of no common order 


stockian schemes to curtail the liberty of the press. 


The constitutional] guarantee must be preserved. 
Kill that Sweeney bill. 


question the assertion that Christianity is part of the 


and of no common history. He was seventy-two 
years of age, and years sgo he passed from activ life; 
but forty years ago he was a power not only in Nor- 
way but by indirect infiuence in all Europe. He was 
the originator of what is known as the labor move- 
ment in Norway, and was an ardent advocate of re- 
publican institutions. Not only hav his labors and 
sufferings in the ceuee of human progress enshrined 
him in the Scandinavian heart, bus his name stands 
as one of the foremost in the roster of brave men 
who made the intellectual history of the stirring 
times of 48 and the years immediately succeeding 
that eventful period—that time of popular ferment, 
of awakening to new mental life and to new political 
aspirations. About the year 1850, Marcus Threne 
and the reformer Abildgaard were the editors of a 
labor organ in Norway. Henrik Ibsen was a con- 


tion guarantees, in an intolerable proposition.” 
It is time to call a halt on these Anthony Com- 


— a 
Christianity and Edneation, 
From the New York Times. 
The question is whether Christianity shall be 
taught in the public schools, end, if sc, what Chris- 
tignity and how much. Toward the answer to this 


law of the land takes us a very little way. In Eng. 
land, from which our courts hav borrowed the ex- 
pression, it hes a definit meaning. It means Ohris- 
tianity as formulated by the Established church of 


the country, even including the denunciation in the 
Articles of the “ vain talk” of “ certain Anabaptiste.” 
Where the church and the state are one, the doctrin 
taught in the state schools is the doctrin of the 
church. But how does it help us in considering 
whether the common schools shall giv religious in- 
struction to be told that Christianity is part of the 
law oi the land? No lawbook lays down what the 
Christian dectrins are in which courts hav a judicial 
belief, or what doctrins are essential ard what un- 
essential. The judges who hav delivered the docirin 
hav been compelled to generalize it. One of the 
most impressiv statements of it, that quoted by Mr. 
Jay from Daniel Webster, is also one of the vaguest: 
“ Christianity, Christianity independent of sects and 
parties, general, tolerant Christianity, is the law of 
the land.” 

This is doubtless impressiv, but it scarcely affords 
the material for a curriculum of religious inetruciion 
in the secular schools. Where is “Christianity in- 
dependent of sects and parties" to be found? Sup- 
pose we admit that general, tolerant Christianity 
should be taught in the common schools, though no 
other part of the law of the land is so taught, where 
is unseotarian Christianity to be found? Is there any 
Christian authority which is not also a sectarian 
authority? The Methodist pastor and the Catholic 
priest might admit eech other to be Christians, 
though each of them would probably hav so many 
qualifications to make that the Christianity of the 
other would sppear to be as unimportant as it was 
general. Hach of them, at any rate, professes and 
calls himself a Christian, and each wculd hav as good 
aright as the other to say how much Christianity 
and what Christianity the common schools should 
teach. Everybody knows that they would not in 
the least agree about it, even though they professed 
to make it as "generali" as possible. The Roman 
Catholic would insist that * the simple reading of the 
scripture without note or comment,” which seems to 
be the ultimatum of the evangelical Protestants, was 
either too much or too little, and certainly was not a 
proper teaching of general Christianity. We can 
imagin the horror, on the other hand, with which 
the Methodist would recoil from any scheme of relig 
ious instruction that the Roman Catholics would 
propound. 

As there is, practically speaking, no unsectarian 
Christianity, the only resource would be to invite all 
the Christian sects to unite in preparing a suitable 
course of religious instruction, and this it is certain 
that they could not agree upon. Yet their rights as 
citizens are precisely the same. Anglican Christian- 
ity is part of the law of England, but no American 
court has yet decided that either Protestantism or 
Catholicism is part of the law of this country, any 
more than any court has denied that both Protest- 
antism and Catholicism sre entitled to be con- 
sidered forms of Christianity. Yet no religious in- 
struction can be given in the schools upon which 
Catholics and Protestants will agree, although all 
Catholics and & limited number of Protestants agree 
that some religious instruction should be given. 


Roman Catholics desire would be the natural rolution 


of the difficulty. We believe, and we believe that a 
majority of the voters believe, that this would be a 


grievous public calamity. The only way to avert it 
is to hold that the instruction of the common schools 
should be exclusivly secular, and that anybody who 
insists upon the necessity or desirableness of adding 
religious instruction to it shall be at liberty to add 
it in his own way and at his own cost, but not in the 
common schools nor at the cost of the taxpayers. A 
man whose money is taken from him by the state to 
administer religious instruction which he disapproves 
is certainly not in the enjoyment of the religious lib- 


If 
the majority of the voters could be brought to this 
opinion, the division of the school fund which the 


tributor to the paper, and none of the tric were in 
the habit of mincing their words. 
utterances brought down the police upon the cffice, 
and the sacredness of monsrehial institutions was 
“vindicated " by incarcerating Thrane and Abildgaerd 
for seven years in a penitentiary at hard labor. 
sen egeaped punishment by a shrewd action of the 
manager of the paper, who, as the police entered, 


“ Incendiary” 


Ib. 


cast & quantity of Ibsen’s incendiary documents on 
the floor and pretended to be busily secreting some 
innocent paper, in a corner. The police were thrown 
off the scent, and failed to examin the papers on 
the floor. Thug Ibsen's complicity escaped ob- 
servation, but Thrane and Abildgaard were impria- 
oned on general principles as well-known advocates 
of political progress and the rights of labor. After 
his release from prison, Thrane sought American 
soil and has breathed the air of freedom in peace. 
The work he did in Norway bas borne fruit, and to- 
day such utterances as those for which he was im- 
prisoned are free as breathing. After coming to 


America, he for a time published Nye Zid (New Era) 
85 Chicago. 


The news of Marcus Thrane’s death sped eastward 


over the wires to-day, and, ere this, the ocean cable 
has borne it to the scenes of his early struggles. 


The following document was found among the pa- 
pers of the decensed: 

MY LAST REQUESTS. 

1. I wish to be buried without ministerial service 
and without religious ceremonies. No funeral 
sermon must be delivered either at the house or af 
the grave. : 

9. Only outspoken Freethinkers can follow me to 
ihe grave. . 

3. My coffin shall be of the plainest and cheapest 
kind. 

4. Inasmuch as many of my friends hav assured 
me that after my death alarge and magnificent monu- 
ment will be erected to my memory, and inesmnch as 
monuments hav been erected for many more un- 
worthy than myself, so to prevent such honors post 
festum, I hereby declare it my most decided wish 
that no such monument in memory of me shall be 
erected after my death. A very plain iron slab, upon 
which my name, date of birth and death, are inscribed, 
is to be placed at my grave. 

The above is to be published in Shandinaven and 
Budstikken. Marcus MorrLeR THRANE. 

Born Oct. 14, 1817. 
Died - 


— Oe 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood, of 
P d Moratists, for the month of April, 1890. 
SEORETARY'S REPORT. ' 
HEADQUARTERS, HANNIBAL, Mo., April 30, 1890. 
During the month sixty new members hav been enrolled, 
and a membership certificate mailed to each. This makes 
the total number enrolled 1,007. The new members are : 
From Ohio, 1; Kansas, 2; Michigan, 8; Pennsylvania, 7; 
Texas, 22; Missouri 4; Colorado, 4; Illinois, 2; Louisiana, 
7; New Jersey, 1; New Mexico. 1, and South Dakota, 1. 
The friends who hav sent us Liberal papers and encourag- 
ing letters are too numerous to mention, but we thank them 
all, and bespeak & continuation of these favors. The letters 
do vs good, and the papers èid us im ou n and are 
istri ope to good advantage. 
afterward distributed, we hope to g oe NU Reordtaiy: 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Balance from last TePOrt........serreeseereeesereeteeeseseseoees 
L. R. Titus. California...........« shee 
Mrs. J. A. Vote, Michigan 
M. J. Wiley, Illinois.........---- 
W. B. Young, Michigan.........- 
F. B. Moses, Colorado.........--- 


$10 75 
A. R. Ayres, Treasurer. 
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Pictorial Arguments Against the Church. 


Additional chapters in the Cartoon Book hav been 
completed during the past week as follows: 
Tre Lonp's INSTRUMENTS. 
Religious Rule. 
Some BIBLE Doorrins AND SOME oF THEIR RESULTS. 
Biblical Temperance Statements. 
The Same Applied. 
The Christian Scheme, from Genesis to the Syn- 


optical Gospels, and the Practical Results (two 


pictures). 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
Human Law and God’s Gospels Not the Same. 
Result of Faith. 
Which Statements Shall We Be Diana for 
Disbelieving ? 
Irresponsibility of Christians. 
Jesus Paid It All. 
A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner But a 
New Saint. 
Some Tests for True Believers. 
Following Christ. 
An Earnest Christian. 
A Trial of Faith. 
The Faults in Christian Morality (five pictures). 
Two Incidents of Two Snow Storms (two pict- 
ures). 
Oa the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of An Alleged Occurrence. 
Tue Onunog AND SLAVERY. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Churchyard. 
Prizsrs rx Porrrros. 
The Colossus of New York. 
The Political Caliban and the Religious Rogues. 
. IRELAND AND tHe Omurca. 
A Contribution to the Irish Question. 
'The Churches in Ireland. 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 
The Trouble with Pat. 
Tue Cuvacgs Ipea or CIVILIZATION. 
The Gallows One of Christian Civilization's 
Adjunsts. 
What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 
Tur Uses or THE Cross. 
Its Evolution. 
Umxmp Rerirotions Uron raz Cnunon. 
Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 
The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 
The Ory of the Church, “Don’t Hurt Our 
Feelings.” 
PERSECUTIONS BY THE OHUROH. 
The Burning of Bruno. 
The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
An Unwelcome Pilgrimage. 
When Christians Made the Laws. 
Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 
Case of Dr. McGlynn—the Church True to Her 
Record. 
Casting Pearls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Church and State, 
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Russia. 

It may be of service to follow our late citation of 
the condition of the Russians as exemplification of 
Christianity’s effects, with a few additional particu- 
lars of the state of the ozar’s debased subjects. Late 
reports of travelers, accounts in journals, and volumes 
on the subject, supply material. 

The supreme ambition of Russia has ever been to 
develop military preéminence. Yet, after centuries 
of endeavor in this direction, she has been able to 
produce but a soldier feeble and uncertain in mind 
and body, and a mechanical and monetary backing of 
military operations so wretched that if improvement 
is not soon made she will be left helpless in her next 
war with the inventiv and wealthy West. The 
Russian soldier is described as having “an imperfect 
physical and mental development.” He endures 
privations well and in the ranks exhibits bravery, 
“but he is without natural daring, and when alone 
is a prey to childish terrors.” As to the financial 
resources of the country, she labors under extrava- 
gant war debts, and her currency is vitiated by cor- 
ruption in its issue and doubt of its worth. Russia's 


‘power to borrow has almost ceased. Her people are 


already taxed beyond their capability ; vast irrecover- 
able arrears defy the efforts of collectors. The uni- 
versal dishonesty of officials, besides intensifying the 
sufferings of the people, greatly hightens the diffi- 
culties of the government. The time when it could 
be predicted that Europe would be overrun by Cos- 
sacks has passed, never to return. At-the time when 
the prediction was made, the same curse that is still 
keeping Russia down, the Christian religion, was 
likewise predominant in the nations of Western Eu- 
rope. But since then the latter hav largely escaped 
from its deteriorativ influence ,and in just the meas- 
ure in which each country has done so its population 
has gained manly resoluteness and invincibility in 
action, and its national resources hav been developed 
by what invention and science and enterprise can do 
when supernatural checks are shaken off. 

But however Russia may be lagging behind her 
Freethinking neighbors in power in military or any 
other competition, it is to be added that in desire 
for conquest, in craving directly opposit to her pro- 
fession of Christlike unaggressivness, she stands 
unequaled. Notwithstanding her thorough permea- 
tion by a religion that is claimed by its advocates to 
be a promoter of peace, she has ever aimed at the 
glory of martial victory and spoliation as incompar- 
able with the honors of achievement in the peaceful 
arts or in science or culture. For generations she 
has been the unresting coveter and the shameless 
despoiler of her neighbors. Every nation about her 
that was by ecclesiasticism and its paralyzing in- 
fuences kept from acquiring strength superior to 
her own, has from age to age ween made to yield 
part of its possessions ; this rapacity has ceased only 
now that, as we hav said, a few lands hay acquired 
Freethought and science and consequent power to 
forbid the further encroachment of their godly sister. 
During the years while Christian Russia has 
been pursuing this course, the Infidels of France, 
Germany, England, and America hav been announc- 
ing, developing, and urging the great principle of 
universal peace and the federation of mankind. 

A good citation to make to Christians arguing 
that their religion abolished slavery has always been 
that of the fact that in the hight of Christian faith 
Europe gave the very birth to a system of slavery 
the worst the world has known, that of the Africans. 
A similar instance that may be used in the same con- 
nection, is the fact that in Russia serfdom did not 
exist when Christianity had not entered its borders, 
while it was during the reign of that belief that it 
was instituted—viz., in the sixteenth century. And 
the abolition in 1864 was mainly the work of Tour- 
geneff, a Freethinking novelist. 

The sdministration of justice in Russia is incred- 
ibly corrupt. Government officers can at pleasure 
arrest or modify the course of justice. A favorable 
judgment can slmost always be obtained by purchase. 
Appeals are so easily procurable that a wealthy liti- 
gant can avert an unacceptable judgment almost in- 
definitly. The judges are ignorant; the forms and 
precedents are cumbrous and inaccessible. Until 
1862 judicial proceedings were secret. In that year 
Alexander attempted some reform of the system. 
He effected a degree of improvement, but the pro- 
cedure is still so bad that almost no confidence is 
placed in the courts. 


One account of the Russian peasant represents 
him as “ manifesting little desire for the possession 
of self-government, and no aptitude in its exercise. 
He seems to be contented with autocratic rule, and 
not to desire those popular institutions which are . 
the glory of the enlightened Westernnations. . . 
The people suffer in silence, as if sent by the judg- 
ment of heaven, the miseries that the pride or folly 
of the ozar may inflict on them.” This type of char- 
acter is one that students of history and investigat- 
ing Freethinkers are accustomed to meet. They 
will readily recogniza it as the one that accompanies 
tutelage by ecclesiastics. 

The Russian peasantry remain almost without ed- 
ucation. In most country districts not more than 
one in fifty of the population attends school. Even 
in towns the artisan who can read and write is excep- 
tionally cultivated. Only the children of the rich 
receive education. Alexander, a ruler of Liberal ten- 
dencies, in the early part of his reign took some 
measures toward establishing schools, but the insti- 
tutions were soon discouraged, and then destroyed. 
Of course no one will find any difficulty in assigning 
the cause of this uneducated condition of the people. 
Besides that share of the imputation that must fall 
to the ezar's desire to keep his subjects ignorant that 
he may tyrannize over them, there is another and a 
fully equal portion of the blame that must be laid to 
another class. We know what class subsists on pre- 
tensions that are always exposed and overthrown by 
enlightenment; we know what class has ruled the 
other countries that are in the same uninstructed 
state that we hav depicted in Russia; we know what 
class labors with untiring malignity against all ad- 
vance in science in our own states and counties and 
towns and colleges and papers and pulpits. 

There is scarcely any intercommunication through 
Russia. A people so scantily educated naturally do 
little writing. They receive letters and postal cards 
at the rate of one annually for each of the popula- 
tion. 

The Russian priesthood is perhaps the most igno- 
rant, drunken, and generally debauched known. The 
young priest is prevented by his superiors from see- 
ing any newspaper. He is debarred from all secular 
literature. His total instruction is constituted by 
the theology that has been handed down by the 
Greek church of the Middle Ages. 

Though the resources of Russia are enormous, 
their development has scarcely begun. Her coal- 
fields in area equal those of Great Britain, but she 
produces only one million five hundred thousand 
tons of coal—scarcely one hundredth of the British 
yield. She has abundant gold, but her processes 
are 80 rude that the real capabilities of her mines are 
unascertained. Her agriculture is so barbarous that 
it produces but a fraction of what it should. This 
condition in Russia will be readily classed with the 
condition that has prevailed in every other Christian 
land till ecclesiasticism has been deposed, and, with 
attention turned upon this world instead of the next, 
intellect has been honored, self-improvement encour- 
aged, and experiment, innovation, and enterprise un- 
bridled for their career of beneficent progress. 

Drunkenness, already frightful in its extent and 
injury, is on the increase. Nearly one-half of the 
national revenue is obtained from duties on liquor, 
and the government will not suffer this important 
source of income to be trifled with. The consump- 
tion of vodki, the great intoxicant of the peasant, is 
systematically and vigorously promoted by the au- 
thorities, both civil and ecclesiastical. The church 
and the state sternly repress any attempt to circulate 
temperance sentiments. 

' We may close this pleasant view of Christianity 
in full operation, by remarking upon the mortuary 
estate of the Russian people. Russia is naturally a 
healthier land than England in a like unimproved 
condition. But while the English hav been draining 
swamps and discovering hygienic habits for preven- 
tion and medicins for cure, the Russians hav been 
listening to theological balderdash and supplicating 
saints. So at present the deaths in Russia are 
fifteen per thousand greater than those in England. 

———d$———————— 

Tax Cleveland Plaindealer has this item of information: 
* According toa Methodist missionary lately arrived from 
Burmah the Hindoo priests hav adopted a shrewd method of 
combating the movement to introduce Christianity into 
Buddhist territory. They hav had Colonel Ingersoll's works 


translated into the nativ language and circulated to discredit 
the imported religion.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 17, 1890: 
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The Judge and His Victim. 


Lucifer, dated May 2d, now edited by Mr. C. L. 
Swartz, contains Mr. Harman's report of what oc. 
curred when he was sentenced by Judge Foster. 


He quotes the judge’s remarks as reported by the 


daily Topeka Journal, thus: 


“ He said that the effect of the teachings of Harman was 
bad, whether he intended so or not; that if intention to com- 


mit crime alone should be deemed crime, there would be 
little need of courts. 
oner, throughout the trial, had been rebellious and defiant, 


and that it had not appealed to the leniency and mercy of 
He had seen circus performers stick their heads 
into lions’ mouths, but he had never seen them hav the 
temerity to twist the beasts’ tails or kick them in the ribs 
(Laughter.) He then sen- 
tenced Harman to five years in the penitentiary and to pay 


the court. 


while performing the risky act. 


a fine of $300." 


To which Mr. Harman, jailed but not crushed, 
replies : 


* I said, I positivly and absolutely refuse to consider my- 
self a criminal, and therefore refuse to stand up to receive 
The sentence was by far the most potent 


Bentence. . . 


part of the judge’s argument. . . . Armed with this ar- 


gument there was really no need for him to waste time and 
The sentence proves beyond a shadow 
of doubt that Foster is right, and all defenders of Lucifer 
wrong! It is true I maintained that the prosecution was 
If to make a re- 
spectful but firm stand for my rights as a citizen, and 
against what I believe to be encroachments of irresponsible 
power, and if this conduct lays me open to the charge of 
being ‘rebellious and defiant,’ then I plead guilty to said 
It is true I did not 
appeal to the ‘leniency and mercy of the court,’ and for the 
honor of our common human nature J hope I never shall ask 
Jor clemency and mercy from this or any other court, all I 
ask for is justice! Justice, equity, citizen right, national 
Giv me justice and I ask 


breath on any other. 


persecution for opinion’s sake. . . . 


charge; otherwise I plead not guilty. 


right, is good enough for me. 
nothing more from the officials of this government. . . . 


When Judge Foster likens himself to à powerful but natur- 
ally fierce and unreasoning beast of prey, and when he 
likens me to & foolhardy circus performer, I prefer that 
I hav 
given Judge Foster credit for being a reasoning, human be- 


each reader wil draw his or her own inferences. 


ing, and not & bloodthirsty, vengeful animal.” 


The judge likens himself to a beast, but it remains 
for the spectators of his ignoble performance to form 
their own opinion as to what kind of a beast he is 
He would hay us regard him as 
a lion, but Editor Hudson of the Topeka Capital 
says in plain words that the disguise of the lion has 
been stripped off, exposing an unmitigated ass; and 


comparable to. 


who can doubt this, in view of Harman’s sentence, 


exhibiting an official in a responsible position, of 
whom everyone expects fairness and dignity, con- 
ducting himself like a New York Whyo on the bench 
of a petty police court, exposing his personal pique 
and prejudice, and raising laughter at the expense of 
his helpless victim. Think of such a man expecting 
a self-respecting citizen with a clean conscience to 
cringe before him in hope of mercy. Decent and 


learned men raised to the dignity of sitting in judg- 
ment on the acts of their fellows do not pose as buf- 
foons or liken themselvs to beasts, exult in the pos- 


session of power and use it to get square with ene- 


mies, or to inflict cruel and inexcusably severe pun- 
ishment on honorable men. In dignity and all the 
essentials of manhood Harman is far above Foster, 
and though the latter compares his action to the 


fatal crushing power of a lion, it may prove to be 


merely an asinin display of hoofs. 

There are two ways to help Mr. Harman in this 
matter: one, to get him pardoned; the other to 
earry the case to a higher court for a reversal of the 
rulings, decisions, and results of the first fatal trial. 
We are assured that this latter plan is to be put in 
operation by Mr. Overmyer, of Topeka, Kan., whom 
we believe to be the best man who could be en- 
gaged for this work, one who is entirely in sympathy 
with the principle; thoroughly versed in the law, 
familiar with the abuses which hav occurred under 
it, and capable of arguing its proper interpretation. 
No one knows better than he, or can more surely 
demonstrate to any unprejudiced and really judicial 
court, the gross injustice of the application of this 
law against Mr. Harman. Except for unfortunate 
differences and misunderstandings between him and 
his client, occurring just before the late trial, he 
would no doubt hav saved the case by the jury, in 
spite of spiteful court avd prosecutors. If, at this 
late hour, defeat can be turned to victory by Mr. 
Overmyer’s skilful management of appeal for a re- 
versal of the verdict, though it might be necessary 
to carry it to the United States Supreme Court, the 
final result would be a great?gain for the principle 


He said that the course of the pris- 


involved ; and pending decision Mr. Harman would 


‘be at liberty again. But the cost of this will be 


considerable, and Mr. Harman’s means hav been al- 
most exhausted. It is sufficient, and a good deal 
more than sufficient, for him to bear the heat and 
burden of the fray as he does with remarkable pa- 
tience, and we hope that those who hav been pushing 
him on in this matter, and especially those who hav 
criticised our remarks upon the case, will show their 
zeal and sincerity of profession by helping Mr. Har- 
man financially. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., big-hearted 
and earnest in the cause of all oppressed, will receive 
contributions and see that they are applied for Mr. 
Harman's benefit. His address is 120 Lexington 
avenue, New York city. 
——————— 9-4—99———————— 
Mr. Heywood Also in Bonds. 


In his letter from the Boston city prison, to be 

found elsewhere in this issue, Mr. E. H. Heywood 
fails to inform us of the cause of his latest arrest, 
and we can Only surmise at it; but a surmise which 
includes the printing of the abominable O'Neill letter 
will probably not be far out of the way. 
_ If this surmise shall prove to be correct, Mr. Hey- 
wood has done a very foolish thing, whatever may be 
the result of his arrest. There was no more call for 
such action on his part than there is for his drown- 
ing himself because some other Quixotic individual 
has chosen that form of suicide. The letter is a 
beastly contribution to a useless symposium, whereat 
the feasters seem to vie with each other in the con- 
sumption of rotten food. 

The reprinting of the letter, however, is with Mr. 
Heywood a question of principle. He believes that 
he has the right to print anything whatever that he 
pleases, and to sell, giv, and dispose of it to those 
who desire it. He is of the individualist school of 
thinkers, and pushes their logic to its utmost extreme. 
Bat he fails to see, or at least to recognize, the col- 
lateral issues involved. If he could limit the cost of 
this publication to himself, he might argue his 
proposition with more plausibility. But this he can 
not do. That he has involved a great many more is 
seen from his desire to use the columns of this 
paper to make known his predicament—a desire we 
cheerfully grant, though no one could be more 
opposed to his undertaking than the Editor of Tre 
Trucs Szexer. All his friends are likewise involved, 
his wife, children, neighbors, patrons of his paper, 
and so on. It is impossible for a man to confine the 
cost and effects of his acts to himself, and it is right 
there that the impracticability of the Anarchistic 
philosophy develops. It is beautiful in theory, and 
to oppose it would seem to open the door for 
majority tyranny, but it has to be opposed until the 
relation of each individual to the whole number of 
individuals in the world is clearly defined, and 
matters so atranged that when one does exactly as 
he pleases it will affect no one but himself. Mr. 
Heywood can get assistance from none but the 
Liberals, and he had no right to involve them in the 
defense of something they condemn, to the jeopardy 
of much greater interests. And it is because he can 
look for no sympathy from others than Liberals, and 
because Liberals will maintain extreme views rather 
than see a principle of liberty in the least infringed 
—because of the possible consequences—that Mr. 
Heywood should not rashly drag them into a conflict 
which superficially makes them appear other than 
they really are. If he had been wantonly attacked, 
as was D. M. Benvett, the matter would appear in a 
different light. 

We suppose that the pietists are at the bottom of 
this prosecution, as they are behind about all the 
tyranny of the world, and whatever opinions we may 
hold concerning the action of Mr. Heywood, it is 
certain that through the possibility of punishing him 
by ecclesiastical mob law, as Mr. Wakeman calls the 
enforcement of statutes by private societies by means 
of hired spies, the liberties of a good many more than 
himself are threatened. 

a a e aaa 


A Strictly Secular Marriage. 


A good many of our readers are acquainted witk 
the parties to the following contract, which we find, 
with comments, in the San Francisco Chronicle : 


“A queer document in the marriage contract line, was filed 
in the recorder’s office yesterday. It is as follows: 


t San Francisco, CAL., April 30, 1890. 
* Recognizing the eterna! laws of nature, and that marriage is the 
right relation of the sexes: recognizing also the natural equality 


of woman, and believing that her advent upon this planet was the 


same as that of man, not as recorded in the Ohristian Bible, and 
believing in neither the Christian or other gods : 

“ We by these presents make known to all whom it may concern, 
we hereby assume the relationship of husband and wife; mutually 
agree to love and cherish each other through life, if we possibly 
can. 

“In acknowledgment whereof we hav hereunto appended our 
signatures. H. F. EBEBB, 

“a i NELLIE J. LENONT. 

‘Gerace L, MACDONALD. : s 

“ GronaE F. MEE Witnesses. 

“ April 30, 1890. ` . 

* Acknowledged May ist before W. F. Swasey, Notary Publio." 

** Neither of the persons named in the instrument as prin- 
cipals is a resident of this city. Ebers's residence is unknown, 
but Nellie J. Lenont is a nativ of England, and livsat North. 
field, Minn. Both state their age to be fifty years. 

t‘ In conversation with a recorder's deputy Ebers said that 
he had considerable difficulty in finding a notary public who 
was willing to acknowledge the contract. In one office he 
was told that ‘any man who would get upa contract like 
that was crazy.’ ” 


What is there wrong about that contract? It 
seems to answer all the requirements. It is legal, 
the sentiments expressed in the preamble are sensi- 
ble, and the reservation attached to the central par- 
agraph is one which human experience has shown to 
be not wholly unnecessary. 

"The witnesses to the document are an interesting 
young couple in whom we hav more than a passing 


interest. 
res 


Editorial Notes. 


Texas has a town called Ingersoll. J. E. Remsburg, who 
recently lectured there, ascertained that it was named in 
honor of Colonel Ingersoll. Strange to say it does not con- 
tain a single Republican, and but one Freethinker, and this 
one a recent convert. The town was founded and named 
by an admirer of Colonel Ingersoll about ten years ago. Its 
founder soon after left the state, but the name he gave it 
remains. 


Says the Christian Advocate: ‘If no Sunday work were 
required of employees in getting out a Sunday paper, it 
would still be au evil. It hinders people from attending 
church.” The Sabbatarian fanatics are getting unusually 
frank, just now. Generally they allege their advocacy of 
Sunday laws to be based on the needs of the workingman. 
Mr. Buckley is to be congratulated on his suddenly acquired 
inclination to be honest about the matter. 


WE read in the Pearl of Days, the official expression of 
the American Sabbath Union, that ‘‘Col. Alexander 8. 
Bacon, in an address last Sunday in Brooklyn under the 
auspices of the Sunday Observance Association, of Kings 
county, said.” What he said is of no consequence, for he 
did not talk sense, but what does the Sabbath Union mean 
by getting up meetings on Sundays? Is anything more 
wanted to show the hypocrisy of the managers of that organ- 
ization ? 


Dr. Nez, of epistolary fame, desires us to say that our 
reporter at the Liberal Club misrepresented him by at- 
tributing to him these words: ‘The district attorney's 
office is a den of thieves.” The famous letter-writer denies 
using such words, and as it is of no possible consequence to 
the reporter, and may be of considerable importance to the 
doctor—owing to his unfortunate habit of publicly revealing 
professional secrets—it is well to allow him the benefit of 
his denial. 


Weitine of the papers sent to Congressmen at Washing- 
ton, Amos. J. Cummings says in the Sun: :'*'The Free- 
thinkers do not forget the Congressmen. TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
is at times seen upon their desks. The number for January 
25th contains an admirably engraved portrait of Robert 
Burns, surrounded with extracts from his poems calculated 
to promote Infičelity. Benesth the portrait appear the 
words from Alexander Smith, * He hated hypocrisy and tore 
its holy robe, and for the outrage hypocrisy did not forgiv 
him while he lived, nor has it yet learned to forgiv him.” 


We learn by Fair Play that Mr. Harman was taken to the 
penitentiary at Lansing on the 4th inst. There were nine 
prisoners in all,in charge of four deputy marshals. With 
the exception of Mr. Harman the prisoners were handcuffed 
in pairs, and some had shackles upon their feet. No irons 
were on theeditor. At Holliday, where the train stops for 
a few moments, Mr. Harman expressed a desire for gome- 
thing to eat. George Harman, the prisoner's gon, spoke to the 
officer in charge of the party, who at once gave permission 
to Mr. Harman to go down to a restaurant a half-block or 
so away. So he and his son went, unattended, and got what 
was wanted. At the penitentiary the ordinary prisoners 
were searched by the guards. Mr. Harman was asked by 
the clerk if he had anything in his pockets. *' Only two 
handkerchiefs,” was the reply. His answer was accepted. 
The usual prison garb was put upon him, but when his son 
left he had not received the customary medical examination 
and had not been assigned to work. Hecan write one Sun- 
day in each month and see friends once in three months. He 
can receive recognized scientific and literary books, mag- 
azines and reviews, but no local, and no Freethought and 
Radical publications. Mr. Harman’s extraordinary sentence 
was upon the first count of the indictment only, all the others 
being thrown out. This count was the Markland letter, 
which no educated person can call obscene, though the 
language was unnecessarily coarse, and it should never hay 
been printed. That, however, does not make Mr. Harman’s 
sentence other than an unmerciful one, and his prosecution 
other than & persecution. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Provipenog, R. I., May 2, 1890. and his cause. 


Mr. Epor: Inclosed I hand you $2 for the book of 
pictures. Please forward as soon a8 ready. 
Yours very truly, 


Des Mores, Ia., April 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $2 for the book of 
cartoons. We would like to hav all the pictures if you can 
get them all in. SAMOE Gray. 


Jas. L. Foss. 


to assist the cause more, J OBIAH FRIEND. 


Watton, Inp., Feb. 22, 1890. 
Ms. Eprror: I hav been running my hotel for eight 
years on the Freethought plan you see in my advertis- 
ments. I hav done splendidly. I hava desire to be true 
to my integrity. I hold class-meetings very regularly. I 
hav the photograph of the Bible description of God hang- 
ing in my class.room, and hav had it for several years. I 
try to treat all my customers respectfully. If you see R. G. 
Ingersoll, the greatest reformer the world has ever seen, 
tell him that the bell on the Engler House rings on time, 

both loud and clear. D. ENGLER. 


LANDER, Pa., April 26, 1889. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $2, for which send me one 
copy of the cartoon book. I would be pleased to giv a like 
sum for the Bible illustrations. Grant PUTNAM. 
Maryvitix, Mo., May 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed I send you $5, to be applied as 
follows: Send me one volume of cartoons as soon as pub- 
lished, and send one volume to the friend’s address inclosed. 
The other dollar you can apply to the Literature Fund. 
: JosEgPH E. ALEXANDER. 


BALTIMORE, Mo., April 80, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $2 for pamphlets as on 
the list, which will do some missionary work. By al! means 
keep up Mr. Heston's cartoons, for they make your so pop- 
ular weekly still more attractiv. 

I wish to say to the Freethinkers of our city, as the duty 
of every man is to advocate his principles, it is ours to com- 
bine and start a Freethinking society; get some able lect- 
urers to lecture for us, and distribute Freethought papers 
here. This will awake our fellow-men to fight against su- 
perstition—with words only, which are the greatest enemy of 
humbug. This will cause some expense, but I hope every 
Liberal will giv his share to the good cause, of which our 
city is greatly in need. D. T. 


Bie Cnzxx, Ga., March 10, 1890. 
Mr. Enron: Your ANNUAL is received. I am highly 
pleased with the Annuar. I inclose order for more ANNUALS, 
etc. Iexpect to hand you an order occasionally for books 
and pamphlets for distribution among our Christian friends. 
Ross A. BAGLEY. 


Rooxrozp, Irr., April 28, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: I was waiting to see if I could not get a new 
subscriber, but hav failed. We want a live lecturer to come 
and stir up thedry bones. I hope you will continue the 
pictures. I will giv something to the Heston fund as soon 
as I can. Yours truly, W. Jitson. 


Coatine, ALA., April 23, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed find two new subscribers. You see 
I keep getting some, and no man has had more disadvantages 
to Jabor under than I hav, which shows what one man can 
do when he tries. Several times I hav despaired, but then 
I would ral again. And I hav some grounds to be a little 
proud. Two and a lalf years ago Freethought was unheard 
of here, now you know that you send several copies to this 
county alone. I will get some more subscribers yet. J. 
Forster is a man after my own heart. He is a Jew, and can 
do more with his tribe thanI can. He is working as hard 
as I am. He shows his paper to the editors and tries to get 
them to copy some of it. He also shows it to his customers, 

and goes round nights with it. H. J. Warp, 


Brownwoop, Tex., April 28. 1890. 
Me. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2 for the picture book. 
I hav always been pleased with the pictures, but Iam ina 
strong religious settlement. In fact, our whole town is 
suffering with religious p:ostration. I think I soon will get 
some subscribers for Tas TRUTS SEEKER. 
Yours truly, J. K. PATTERBON. 


SAYANNAH, Mo., April 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose for renewals, two new subscribers, 
books, and the picture book. We hav fifty men in this 
. neighborhood who ought to subscribe for THz TRUTH SEEKER, 
. yet, by hard knocks, I hav only been able to get two names. 
Still, I hope to get more. Respectfully, Wu. Coox. 


. PRINEVILLE, ORE., April 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for the picture book when 
ready. I did think I could not take the paper this year, 
- times are so dull, but I hav reconsidered the matter and 
come to the conclusion I could not do without it. I had 
rather do without something else. C. ROGERS, 
Vice president Oregon Secular Union for Crook county. 


Darras, Onz., Feb. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroz: When I find leisure I will write to you about 
the Jews—how under the disguise of Christians they seize 
all the offices, from the lower to the highest; how they are 
our lawgivers; how they sneak into everything. So 
among Freethinkers—the Freethinking Jews think only of 
their pocket. They may be a little better than the others, 
as they are not 80 hypocritical as to go to church, but they 
seek and work only for Jewdom. The postmaster-general 
is in all probability one, as I see several Jews as post- 
masters round here, and the Jews are much for Sabbath- 
keeping. Anthony Comstock is no doubt a Jew. When 
President Garfield was shot all the Jews here and everywhere 
telegraphed and prayed. Would one pray and pay for a 
gentile? The White House is full of them, and you may 
hav heard or read of people complaining that they are dis- 

gusted with the doings in the White House. 
Respectfully yours, Ava. W. KrenTorr. 


Derroit, Miom., April 30, 1890. 
M:.Eprron: I hav taken much pleasure in TuE TRUTH 
. BEEKER and scarcely know what I should do were I now 
compelled to do without it. I hav some good old hardshells 
. to contend with here, but I can down them easily since I 
hav your paper to help me out. Mr. Heston's cartoons are 
just the thing. They show things up in their proper light. 
Very respectfully yours, F. WILLIAMS. 


MarTLAND, Mo., April 4, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I cannot do without the papers. I giv them 
. to all those whom I think likely to read them. There are a 
great many who would subscribe to and read TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER if our cause was the popular cause, but they would 
rather giv from five toa hundred dollars to build a gospel- 
house to be seen of men and of the dear sisters. These sis- 
ters hav been instrumental in erecting a house here that has 
now got a lien upon it by the lumber company. 
i MARTIN FLEMING. 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex., April 24, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $2 for the picture book 
when itis ready. I like to read pictures, and am going to 
teach some of my friends to when I get that book. 

We had a good time here a Sunday or two ago. Some of 
the Christian humbugs dedicated a new church to the Lord 
God of Israel, that same old party that they in their blind 
way pray to nowadays. He did not like to hav his name 
taken in vain that way ; 80 to show them how mad he was 
he blew with a strong breath the vane off the steeple the 
very next day. And the poor preacher looked so sad. 

Oh, what a terrible thing it is to be an Infidel! Nobody 
likes you if you are an Infidel. But don't you care. Life is 
short and uncertain. I see many good people hav been 
dying lately. d 

We, what few there are of us, are expectiog Brother 
Remsburg bere to talk to us in a little while. Then your 
humble servant will be in his glory. I remain, 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, W. G. Morgan. 


Luray, Va., March 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I send you money for five copies of the 
issue of the 15th. Mr. Peck’s letter is so good that I 
think it is enough to convince the world that the preachers 
are false teachers and dreamers, and it makes me feel like 
kicking them out of the pulpit and telling them to stop their 
lying to the people—that they hav been at it long enough. 
Well, I wish to send my thanks to Mr. Peck and to Tus 

TRUTH BEEKER family. G. D. Dapisman. 


Laramie, Wyo. TERR., April 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed the price of the copy of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER of June 8, 1889, containing the letter of 
a Russian exile, under the caption of “ Christian Russia.” I 
think for my part that the time has come to call ‘‘ Christian 
America” to account for her indifference toward the out- 
rages perpetrated ina civilized country. This indifference 
is of course the result of the influence of the church, who, 
naturally enough, will not giv her support to those who re- 
fuse to submit to ‘‘ the powers that be” and hav moreover 
shaken off the shackles of Christianity. Henceforth it must 
be clearly understood that the church is indifferent to out- 
rages perpetrated against humanity, and that the only evils 
which she recognizes are those which affect her outward in- 
fluence and prosperity. I read in THE TRUTH Szexer of 
March 15th, that a great mass meeting had just been held by 
the workingmen in Hyde park, London, to protest against 
the treatment of the political offenders. No clergymen or 


Sr. Lovis, Mo., April 22, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish it were in my power to secure new 
subscribers, but I find ita mighty hard work to make any 
favorable impression upon weak-kneed Liberals (?). In the 
course of time I hope I may hav better success at last. I 

' hav been going from one place to another for several years, 
and hav had little time to meet many friends, but hope I 
will be settled permanently here. Glory to Tue TRUTH 
Srexer and Watson Heston’s splendid satires. 

Yours for freedom, 


RoANOEE, Va., April 25, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I inclose $10—$5 for subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and $5 to devote to whatever you may think 
' will do the cause the most good—you are the best judge. 
This whole Southern section is ingulfed in ignorance, super- 
atition, and hypocrisy. It isa hard ‘‘struggle for existence” 


A. FBANTZ. 


here for a Freethinker who is determined to stand by his 
right of free speech. They cal} me ali manner of vile names 
and abuse my children for, as I suppose, the glory of God 
I hand my papers and books to anyone who 
I think will read them. And, by the way, they seldom 
return them, and when they do they are usually much soiled. 
I am very much pleased with your paper, and hope in future 


present has been man. 
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members of the church were mentioned among the speakers. 
There is, it seems, a unanimous complicity among Chris. 
tians with regard to the state of affairs in Russia. This 
complicity is not only disgraceful, but is also significant. 
Will the Americans open their eyes in time to avoid the pit. 
falls toward which they are advancing under the guidance 
of their blind leaders? CanoLimx K. px Maupassant. 


OxranoMa, Inp. Terr., March 7, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: How excellent it would be if the people 
of these United States would call indignation meetings and 
issue appeals to unite in a national protest against the recent 
outrages and murders sanctioned by the czar of Christian 
Russia. 

It is no wonder that the intelligent minds doubt the exist- 
ence of an all-wise and all-powerful God, for what God 
would allow a woman to be beaten to death for defending 
her honor? The death of Madam Sigidia and her compan- 
ions should awake the women of our land to the fact that 
just so long as they believe in the God of the Bible will they 
wear the fetters of superstition and ignorance. If such a 
personage as God exists let us look upon him as a God of 
pity, and what God would not pity and protect those poor 
exiles who hav sealed their principles with their blood? If 
this all-powerful Christian God could hav saved the suffer- 


ings and lives of the victims of the czar, why did he not do 


80? 

As a constant reader of your journal I must acknowledge 
its worth as & torch that has lighted my path to reason. It 
was through your paper that I was led to see the falsity of 
the Christian faith. When I read the words of Paine and 
Ingersoll I came to the conclusion that there was a plurality 
of saviors, and that the only savior of man in the past or 
Carr. FRANK FORD. 


Sr. Niogoras, Pa., March 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron : I herewith send you clippings from our local 


paper, that you may see, as well as let your very many read- 
ers see, what a state of contention that old musty and shallow 
book called the Bible is causing. Very sensible remarks 


were made upon the agitation by said journal—which, had 


they been made by you, I would not hav thought anything 


of, but coming from our own paper here, where one is hardly 
allowed to express an honest thought or opinion, owing to 
the power of the church, why, it shows we are progressing, 
and the time is not far distant when a general test will hav 
to be made whether the use and reading of the Bible in our 
public schools shall cease. 


Mazawov City, March 3.—The school board at its last 
meeting took action on the disturbance caused by Miss May 
Datesman, a teacher in one of our primary schools, chastis- 
ing a boy named P. J. Foley for insubordination. The facts 
of the case hav been previously mentioned through these 
columns, and it is now awakening a great interest. For 
some time pasta number of people hav expressed themselves 
as opposed to Bible-reading in the public schools. This led 
to the people taking sides on the question, until now the town 
is composed of two factions with strong feelings on the sub- 
ject. "There are severalteachers who read the Bible regularly 
at school, and who while out of school are subject to much 
annoyance by some of the scholirs who hail them on the 
streets a8 ‘‘the great Bible readers.” The board has ap- 
pointed a committee to proceed legally against Mra. Foley, 
and to sustain the teacher. It is the all-absorbing topic on 
the streets, and the community is watching the result of this 
test case with unwonted interest. 

E R. B. Pratt. 


New Castre, Wasa , April 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epor: Mr. C. B. Reynolds, the secretary of the 
Washington Secular Union, was here the 3d, 4th, and 5th of 
March, and gave us three lectures, in which he introduced 
facts and truths that cannot be repudiated. The audience 
was comparativly small, but we were well pleased and 
highly entertained nevertheless. One of the clerks occupied 
in the store here isa devout Catholic. During a conversa- 
tion in the day he made & remark that Mr. Reynolds was & 
fraud and an impostor, and that he could floor him, and prove 
him so to the public, with a very few words. Whereupon 
one of our Liberal friends produced $50 and asked him to 
cover it, and go up in the evening and do what he said he 
could and the wager would be his. But no; as.the old 
saying is, he took water. He knew very well in his own 
mind that the old, worn-out Christian dogmas could not 
stand against the grand, noble, and enlightening truths of 
Liberalism. This place is à small mining town, consisting 
of between two and three hundred inhabitants. There is 
one Catholic church and one Protestant church, but there 
are not many professed Christians or avowed followers of 
Christ. But there are a great many who hav been brought 
up under the bondage of superstition, and their minds are 
80 shackled with the Christian dogmas that they find almost 
any excuse 80 as not to attend a Liberal lecture. And some, 
I know for & fact, would sooner go and attend the beer 
saloon and there guzzle the intoxicating liquors until the 
wee small hours, thus depriving their wives and families of 
the necessary comforts of this life. Oh, I pity them. In- 
closed find $1. You will please send me the two books 
named below; the other twenty-five cents apply to the pict- 
ures. Iam a poor man and cannot do much financially, but 
keep the pictures going by all means, if possible, in the 

grand old Truru SEEKER, that bearer of light and liberty. 

THOMAS OAKLEY. 

Sativa, Cor., April 4, 1890. 
Mz. Epor: Always an admirer of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
I hav not been such 8 supporter as to giv me any claims on 
your columns. But you do not rate me right. You string 
your critics on one string, roll them up in a bundle, and 
serve the innocent with the guilty. I neither established nor 
joined a ''consensus," competent or otherwise. I never 
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even hinted a limit of your liberty of expression. So please | not think an expert might succeed in deceiving people in| He desires Mr. Tuttle to explain the cause of man's in- 


let up on your **unmerited favors" and cut me out of the j that way. 


string. 
l called your criticism savage. 
or undeserved. 


impracticables who ought to bear their own cross.” I would 


not sign the petition to Judge Foster because it was disre- 
spectful, in that it made a false issue, as he had already 
granted full liberty of discussion, limited only to ‘‘ decent 
But when Mr. Harman got ina tight place again 
my sympathy took the lead, and finding, somewhat unex- 
pectedly, that my daughter justified him, I felt like giving 


language.” 


him whatever of aid and comfort there might be in that fact. 
Yours may be the higher position, truer to the. cause and to 
Mr. Harman. Some of the time I think itis. It is a hard 
place to be in, to be compelled to turn your back on a friend 


or betray a trust and sacrifice a truth. And when I think of 


it coolly, as an Irishman would say, I get hot, boiling mad 
at the bell-ram that set the foolish fashion, and the wethers, 


ewes, and lambs that stupidly follow it. If I go to hell for 


swearing, I shall charge it up to Heywood, Slenker & Co., 
and say: ‘‘ They made me; I could not help it, splitfoot.” 
My daughter says she is not a Jesuit, but thinks the means 
justify the end in this case. 


the end and a word can save one from it. To burn the body 


' for an hour to save the soul from an eternity of flames is not 


only allowable as a means of grace—it is beneficence itself 
compared to the mistaken leniency of modern times. 
C. M. OVERTON. 


Grant FonE, March 11, 290. 

Mr. EprrOR: I notice in the issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
of the 8th inst. an answer to Mr. J. N. Brown, Ky., by A. 
Moot. He says: ‘‘ You say you believe it to be a matter of 
fact that there is not a sensible man or woman on earth but 
is perfectly willing to believe that there is a personal God 
somewhere that hears the prayers of man and can answer or 
reject them. Mr. Moot says emphatically, No, sir. I think 
Mr. Moot makes a mistake. Are we not all willing to believe 
in such a God? I answer, Yes. But it is impossible to 
believe when we all know to the contrary, that no such a 
being ever did, does, or can exist. There are many things 
we know in relation to which it is hard to giv a satisfactory 
answer as to why and how we know them. But in this case 
I think I can giv logical. and satisfactory reasons why and 
how I know there is no God. The first point to be settled is, 
What is meant by the term God? I assume that both Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Moot mean the Bible or Christian God, 
which, according to all definitions, is a being infinit in wis. 
dom, power, justice, etc.—which is contradicted by nature. 
Does justice prevail? No. Is innocence a perfect sbield? 
No. Then where does infinit justice manifest itself? Per. 
haps Mr. Brown will say, in rewards and punishments after 
death. If Mr. Brown can reconcile a credit system like that 
with infinit power, wisdom, and justice, he lacks the intelli- 
gence which is necessary to sitting in judgment on a jury. 
I do not believe he would be willing to indorse such a credit 
system of any earthly capitalist owing him any considerable 
amount. 

But Mr. Brown has fortunately divulged the secret of his 
error by saying he would like to see frequent calls of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER on T. De Witt Talmage to prove there is a 
personal God that can and does answer prayer. I wonder if 
Mr. Brown ever calls on anyone to prove there are such 
things as witches, ghosts, etc. Ex-Rev. J. N. Maxey. 


Lioxine, Wasn., April 19, 290. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav followed with deep interest your ac- 
count of a ** Search for a Spirit,” as given in both Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER and ANNUAL, and as I, too, am a '"'searcher for 
light" on this, as on all other subjects interesting to hu. 
manity, I venture to offer a suggestion in regard to the pos- 
sible solution of the mysterious slate-writing of Slade and 
other media. You say, and Mr. McArthur also states, that 
** Slade cleaned the slates with & small sponge." I suppose, 
of course, the sponge was wet, otherwise it would not prop. 
erly clean the flates. Now, could it hav been possible that 
& small, soft pencil imbedded in the sponge might hav been 
used to write those short sentences, where there was no pos- 
sibility of changing the slates? Acting on this supposition, 
I hav been experimenting a little. I fixed a pencil, a rather 
hard one, too, in a sponge, and wrote several sentences on a 
slate with it, and although a slight noise was heard from it, 
I think if the pencil had been softer and smaller, it would 
not hav been noticed, especially if the parties were talking 
at the time. And in the dim light the writing could hardly 
be seen, except by the closest scrutiny, while the slate re- 
mained damp, but after it became dry the writing came out 
distinctly. And as you were not certain that the noise of 
writing was actually in the slates, it is possible it might hav 
been produced in some other manner than by the pencil in- 
side the slates. 

There is one more point on which I desire information. 
Mr. McArthur states that ‘‘ whenever writing was done, 
whetaer with one or two slates, the point of the pencil al- 
ways rested on the last mark made.” He also states that the 
“t writing on the single slate, held on your head, was on the 
under side, on the side nearest your head.” Is it possible 
that he expects any intelligent being to believe that a pencil 
actually hung unsupported, in defiance of the laws of gravi- 
tation, on the under side of & slate, with its point marking 
the last word written? That savors too much of Bible mir- 
acles to gain credence without the best of evidence. But 
please try the pencil in the sponge yourself, of course being 
careful not to obliterate your own writing, and see if you do 


I did not say it was unjust 
I had taken my liberty and said to Brother 
Harman: ‘‘ You are a martyr to folly ;- victimized to a set of 


I think that the old-time folks 
were logical and the fagot justifiable as a means, if hell be 


Yours for facts, Exsiz M. Wiroox. 


ADRIAN, Miom., April 10, 290. 

Mr. EprroR: On my return from Kansas I made it a point 
to take Carthage, Mo., in my course. I had a very pleasant 
little visit with our picture man, Mr. Heston, who has a nice 
little home in a pleasant part of the city. Our friend Hes- 
ton is & true American in principle, without any discount on 
his character in any of the isms of the day. From circum- 
stances over which he has not had entire control, he has 
some financial embarrassment that would seem to endanger 
his pleasant little homestead. I hope our friends through- 
out the country will be liberal in their donations to him 
for the great service he is rendering our cause in furnishing 
those telling pictures to our noble old TRUTH SEEKER. If I 
could entertain the thought that its founder still existed, as 
a conscious entity, and was witnessing the effortsc. at Mr. 
Heston is making to giv force to his old journal that he sac- 
rificed his life to giv a place among the reforming, scientific, 
and truly moral journals of this country—near the close of 
his useful life, being mindful of the importance of the con- 
tinuance of his TRUTH SEEKER, leaving it in the care of a 
few trusty friends, who hav been managing it about on a 
line with its founder’s wishes—as I hav said, if Mr. Bennett 
were still living, and conscious of his identity, as some good 
people with large marvelousness are inclined to believe, I 
feel sure that he would indorse his committee’s course in 
having those pictures put in his journal. 

And now, as l am a Bennett man on this Liberal and 
scientific platform, and hav been from the beginning; and 
as from age, and my oft infirmities that I hav by inherit- 
ance and that may take me from here by another year, and 
as I hav no proofs, though I sought them for years, either 
inside or outside of myself, that I shall be conscious of my 
identity after I am dead, I will now, while time and oppor- 
tunity are afforded me, remit $15 to your care, to remit to 
the parties to whom I donate it. Five dollars I donate to 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER fund. And as I hav spoken of Mr. 
Heston's character as a true American—and that means a 
person of noble manhood—and of his financial troubles, and 
of the service he is rendering our cause, which should be 
the cause No. 1 of every true American, I will donate to 
him, Watson Heston, $5. And as my name stands, or 
should stand, on the books of the American Secular Union 
as & life-member, I will donate $5 to that association, trust- 
ing that its officers may be guided by best wisdom in its 
management, and that every lover of human rights (that 
being the base on which the American government was in- 
tended to rest), should be willing, whether a formal member 
or not, to assist in furnishing the means necessary to carry 
forward this noble work, of a more perfect separation of 
church and state. 

If you hav not got my name down for one of those pict- 
ure books, put it down at once. BamuEt D. Moors. 


Brooxrtyn, N. Y., March 1, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Mr. Berylson, after dropping a tear of pity 
for the poor woman who died of the brutality and selfishness 
of man, and *' poverty with love,” and earnestly inquiring, 
“Is there any remedy? Is there any help for the living? 
How long will the dark night last? Shall we never see the 
light of day ?” deliberately denies that he virtually indorses 
the terms employed by Miss Gardener, and studiously avoids 
investigating the subject of his earnest inquiry with a view 
to finding a solution of the problem. Therefore, and not- 
withstanding his protest that ‘‘ jokes are out of order in this 
case,” he is evidently less in earnest than I usually am when 
joking. Perceiving that he is somewhat puzzled by the sug- 
gestion that I hav heard no complaint of the world being 
poverty-stricken—nor do I believe he has—I will endeavor to 
help him out of his quandary by further suggesting that, to my 
view, it is a strange and outrageous anomaly that there 
should be poverty and wantin a world where over-produc- 
tion and superabundance of all things needful is a chronic 
condition and complaint. 

There should be no occasion for inquiring ‘‘how to in- 
crease the wealth of one class of people,” for ownership is 
continually showing how that is done; and the process is so 
very simple that even small children should comprehend it. 
It consists in taking advantage of established conditions that 
compel nine-tenths of the human race to labor for the enrich- 
ment of the other one-tenth rather than for the well-being of 
themselvs and those for whose well-being it is their moral 
and social duty to labor and provide; but are restrsined by 
ownership from doing so to the extent that they should 
reasonably desire. That is the social condition that I hav 
presented to Mr. Berylson; but, like our professor of finance, 
Mr. J. H. Wood, he appears to be one of the proverbial blind 
who will not see. Therefore, I will pay my respects to 
another and somewhat neglected .correspondent on the sub- 
ject, in Taz Truts Szxxer of November 16th, I believe. I 
hav forgotten the gentleman’s name and hav not a copy for 
reference. Therefore I trust he will excuse the blank or fill 
it out himself. He thinks that ‘‘ Mr. Tuttle has made a mis- 
take in supposing Ownership is the cause of ‘ man’s inhuman- 
ity to man.’” I desire to inform our worthy friend that Mr. 
Tuttle went of the mistake-making business on the social 
problem some time ago, and is now putting out the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, on the subject ; 
and though he has a monopoly of the trade he cannot make 
a living at it. The market for that class of goods is perfectly 
fiat and very thin. My critic thinks he knows something 
about selfishness, but he has evidentiy yet to learn that, sel- 
fishness being a necessary incentiv to self-preservation, it 
cannot be wrong by itself; therefore whatever wrong 
attaches to selfishness is necessarily superinduced upon it by 
artificial conditions. 


humanity to woman; I will therefore suggest that science 
and philosophy include both sexes in the terra man; recog- 
nizing that woman is a human being, and as such should 
Jogically be subject to all the vicissitudes that are common 
to humanity, man’s inhumanity to man included. The 
abolition of ownership, and substitution of universal coóper- 
ation by all, for the mutual well-being of all, will make every 
individual perfectly free from, and independent of, every 
other individual. No woman will then be dependent upon : 
any man for the support of herself and offspring, of whom 
she will hav exclusiv control ro long as they are willing to 
be controled by her. The human race being subject to 
“petticoat government” in early life, with ownership 
abolished, they will soon learn to be subject to “ petticoat 
government” from cradle to grave and will neither desire 
nor tolerate any other. Then woman will be advanced to her 
natural and proper position in the body politic, which she 
instinctivly aspires to but cannot gain so long as her path is 
obstructed by ownership, under which no relation but master 
and slave is compatible or possible. Hence, though man is 
instinctivly inclined to be influenced and controled by woman 
on terms of perfect equality and companionship, so long as 
our social relations involve the question of master and slave 
as ownership makes it, might will assert the right and the 
weakest must inevitably go to the wall by the law of self- 
prese: vation. 

Being an advocate of female sovereignty, and of the only 
method of establishing it that presents a reliable promis of 
efficiency, I hav no occasion to giv myself any concern about 
female suffrage except as a doubtful means to.a desirable 
end; but I understand that all the popular theories of reform 
that are urged upon our acceptance on the pretense of mak- 
ing ownership more endurable, though themselvs a virtual 
protest against ownership, are evidently expected to divert 
attention from its infamous nature and obstruct our progress 
to the goa: of human destiny on this planet. But the goal 
will be reached all the same by the inexorable law of evolu- 
tion and progressiv development. 

Female sovereignty will be government by the weakest 
sex; hence, government by the sufferance of the governed ; 
that will be equivalent to no government at all—hence, An- 
archistic government. Therefore, when female sovereignty 
ig established—and I confidently expect it will be—the only 
system of Anarchism that is possible on this planet will 
be realized. And I can perceive nothing in it that should be 
terrifying to grannies in breeches unless their mothers were 
good spankers. To my view, a theory of Anarchism that is 
based on ownership is the most ridiculous absurdity that 
imagination could conceive or credulity accept. For owner- 
ship being antinaturalism, it cannot exist except by authority 
of law and government that will infringe the natural rights 
and liberty of the individual. That should not be a funda- 
mental principle of Anarchism. J. A. TUTTLE. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., March 2, 1890. 

Mx. Epiror: In your article on parochial schools, you say 
that “ Bishop Wigger has ordered the priests of his charge to 
notify all Catholic parents that, in accordance with the decree 
of ihe plenary council at Baltimore, they must send their 
children to Catholic schools, under penalty of denial of abso- 
lution, this in order to eventually obtain separate schools con- 
ducted by the sects, but supported by the state.” You think 
at present there is little likelihood of this being brought 
about. I think, to the contrary, that they are making im. 
mense strides toward it. At any rate, you say it is a matter 
which chiefly concerns Catholic parents and children, and you 
fail to see how the state can properly interfere. You ac- 
knowledge some danger where the vote of the Catholics is a 
majority. But at the rate of increase of the Catholic vote by 
immigration encouraged by that church, how long will it be 
til] with the aid of demagogs of both parties they will be 
able to control the majority even at a great election, when 
that church will dictate to our politicians what laws they shall 
make and what laws they shall repeal? This being the case, 
why does it concern only Catholic parents and children? If 
the state or the American people look on with apathy, the 
separate school system will be established, and we shall be in 
the same plight with Ireland. We shall raise two classes of 
citizens, bredtohateeachother. We shall hav Orangemen and 
papists side by side, ready at the bidding of their leaders and 
priests to fly at each other's throats, or French Canadians and 
English Canadians as they are to-day. Then why, I ask, 
should not the state interfere to prevent this terrible evil being 
visited on our children? You say the right of a Catholic to 
use a religious school cannot be interfered with. Granted, 
so long as it is only religion; but don’t you and all of us 
know that the church, with its superb organization, teaches 
treason to this state when it enjoins all Catholics to obey the 
decrees of the pope always in preference to the laws of the 
state—althougb, to hoodwink the people now, they hav de- 
termined to hav such a great demonstration of loyalty next 
Fourth of July? [Isit not the duty of all patriots to oppose 
the organization of separate schools to raise aliens to the 
state? And I hold it necessary to at once organize a party, 
large enough to show our demagogs of both parties that by 
truckling to a foreign enemy they will lose the vote of every 
honest American citizen. Another thing that is imperativ 
to save the republic from falling into the power of the pope, 
ig to disfranchise, or rather not to naturalize, any more for- 
eigners, for by so doing we are putting & club in the pope's 
hands to beat our own heads with. Let them come and en- 
joy our liberties, but not vote. They will hav the satisfaction 
of knowing that their children will become citizens of this 
glorious republic, if taught in our American public schools, 
and not otherwise, and that would be inducement enough for 
any intelligent foreigner to leave the old worn-out monarch- 
ies and seek our shore. Jxo. Dowszs. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, sall 
Riser, Mass., to whom ali Communteattons for 
this Corner should ba sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


[FOR RECITATION.] 
A Sterling Old Poem. 


Who shall judge man from his manner ? 
Who shall know him from his dress ? 
Paupers may be fit for princes; 
Princes fit for nothing else. 
Orumpled shirt and dirty jacket 
May beclothe the golden ore 
Of the deepest thoughts and feelings— 
Satin vest can do no more. 


There are streams of oryetal nectar 
Ever flowing out of stone; 

There are purple beds and golden, 
Hidden, crushed, and overthrown ; 
Love, who counts by souls, not dresses, 
Keeps'and prospers you and me, 
While it values thrones the highest 

But as pebbles of the sea. 


Man, upraised above his fellows, 
Oft forgets his fellows then; 
Masters, ralera, lords, remem er 
That your meanest kind are men! 
Men of labor, men of feeling, 
Men of thought, and men of fame, 
` All olaim equal rights to sunshine 
In a man’s ennobling name. 


There ara foam-embroidered oceans, 


Insects hav six feet, and wings. 

Spiders hav eight feet. Millepeds hav at 
least twenty pairs of feet. 

Crustaceans hav a hard, crusty skin. 
Worms hav no head distinct from the body. 
Mollusks comprise snails, slugs, oysters, 
mussels, cuttle-fish, and other animals like 
them. They hav no bones and are soft and 
easily smashed. 

Star-fish and the sea-anemones are radiates, 
because they hav rays. 

Now, as I hav named the four great groups, 
and the classes under them, it will be in order 
to tell about one or more animals of each 
class. I will take the cow, which is a mam- 
mal and a vertebrate having horns and hoofs, 
four feet, and eats hay, corn, and such things, 
and as she does not feed on meat, but grasses, 
she is herbivorous..;olloe cow is clad in hair, 
and is a very useful animal. We fatten and 
kill cows, and then they are very good to eat. 
Cows learn a great many tricks, as opening 
gates and jumping fences. 

The whale is another curious mammal; 
it livs in the water but breathes the air. It 
is the largest animal—is sometimes a hundred 
feet long. It feeds on very small animals 
found in the sea. It has a very small throat 
and does not hav teeth like any other animal, 
but has a horny growth from which whale- 
bone is got. 

The bat is also a mammal, but much 
smaller than the whale. It seeks its food at 
night. Bats cannot see in daylight, but hide 


There are little wood-clad riils; 

There are feeble inch-high saplings, 
There are cedars on the hills. 

Truth, who counts by souls, not stationa, 
Loves and proapec8 you and me}; 

By its light all vague distinctions 
Are as pebbles in the saa. 


Toiling hands alone are builders 
Of the nation's wealth aud fame; 
Titled laziness is pensioned, 
Fed and fattened on the same; 
By the swaat of others’ foreheads, 
Living only to rejoice, 
While the poor maa's outraged freedom 
Vainly lifts its feeble voice. 


Truth and justice are eternal, 
Born with 10veliness and light; 
Secret wronga shall nevar prosper 
While there 18 a eunny right ; 
Truth, whose world-wide voice i8 singing 
Boundless love to you and me, 
Counts oppression with ita titles, 
Bat as pebbles in the sea. 
o 


A Little Wheedler. 


" There never was a grandma half so good !" 
He whispered. while beside her ohair he stood; 
And laid his rosy cheek, 
With manner very meek, 
Against her dear old face in loving mood. 


“There never was a nicer grandma born ! 

I know some little boys must be forlorn 
Because they've none like you ; 
I wonder what Fd do 

Without à grandma's kisses night and morn! 


* There never was a dearer gracdma—there !” 
He kissed her and he smoothed her snow-white 
hair; 
Then fixed her ruffled cap 
And nestled in her lap; 
While grandma, smiling, roched her old arm- 
chair. 


“When I'm a man what lots to you Ill bring ! 
A horse and carriage and a watoh and ring, 
AU grandmas are ao nice! 
(Just here he kissed her twice) 
And grandmas giv a boy most anything." 


Bo>fore his dear old grandma could reply, 
This boy looked up, and with a roguish eye, 
Then whispered in her ear, 
That nobody could hear, 
* Say, grandma, hav you any more mince pie?” 


— Gorge Cooper. 


~ 


e 
An Essay on Some Animals. 

Animals are found all over the world. 
Some are found in the sea, and others on the 
Jand. 

There are four great groups: Vertebrates, 
&nnulates, mollusks, and radiates. The 
reason the first are called vertebrates ia, they 
hav backbones. Taey also hav red blood. 

Annulates are animils that hav neither 
bones nor red blood, and their bodies are 
composed of rings. 

Mollusks hav bodies soft and pulpy, and 
sometimes hidden in a shell. 

Radiates are animals that hav their mouths 
centrally located, and their bodies are com- 
posed of rays. 

Vertebrates are divided into five classes, 
mammalia, birds, reptils, amphibians, and 
fishes 

Mammalia giv milk to their young. 

Birds hav a bill, two wings, feathers, and 
two feet. Reptils hav cold blood; their skin 
is covered with false scales. 

Amphibians, when young, liv in water; 
when old they liv on land. Some jump into 
the water when they get scared. Fishes are 
the vertebrates that liv entirely in the water 
and breathe by means of their gills. 


in dark places, such as crevices and under 
window-sills. There is one under our win- 
dow-sill, and in the summer it comes out and 
flies in the air for insects which it eats. 

The next class is called birds, and I shall 
describe some of the different ones found in 
this class. The sparrows are all small birds 
and liv on small things, as insects, grain, and 
seed. Some. birds are very large and hav 
strong talons and liv on flesh, as the eagle 
and the hawk. The hawk is very fond of 
poultry ; it sometimes descends into the yard 
where the chickens are and gets them. I hav 
often seen the chickens when they see the 
hawk run under things just to keep it from 
getting them. Owls also eat poultry. They 
come at night and take chickens off the roost. 
The owl is a night bird. Once an owl came 
into the room where we were. We caught it. 
Its feathers were gray,and it had very soft 
wings, so it could fly without making any 
noise. When we let it go we put it on the 
window-sill. I think it could not see, for it 
stood on the sill a long time before it took 
flight. Owls cannot see well except at night, 
because the light of day is too strong for 
them. Their eyes are very big and round. 


Another class of birds, called waders, such 
as the herons, cranes, snipes, storks, water 
hens, and other birds like them will be de- 
scribed next. They hav long legs for wading 
around in water and marshes, where they liv, 
and long necks for taking their food from the 
ground. They feed on fish and other small 
animals. 

The stork is found in Europe and builds on 
top of houses. Florida is the home of some 
of these birds. 

They also migrate from one place to an- 
other, but when they fly over the towns it is s0 
high they are hardly ever seen. The whoop- 
ing crane is so called from its whooping, 
which can be heard for two miles. 

The next class is the birds that swim, as 
the ducks, geese, swans, sea-gulls, and pen- 
guins. These birds hav web feet and can 
swim very nicely. They swim in streams and 
also come on land. Some of the swimmers 
fly very well but walk awkwardly. 


One day papa was going along acreek, and 
found a duck's egg. He brought it home, 
and we set it under a hen, and when it was 
hatched it was the nicest duck I ever saw. 
When it was about two days old we put it in 
a tub of warm water and it would dive very 
nicely. In about two hours we were going 
to get it and see it swim, but when we went 
to get it it was gone. A big rat took it. 

To close the description of birds, it may be 
said the birds of the torrid zones hav most 
beautiful feathers while those of the temperate 
zones are the beat singers. 

The reptils are the next class, and I will 
pass on to them. Some of them hav no 
limbs, as the snake. The snakes are very 
dangerous. The bite of some of them is very 
poisonous. The tortoises are also reptils, 
but, unlike the snakes, hav limbs and are not 
so dangerous. There are three kinds of tor- 
toises—sea tortoises, fresh water tortoises, 
and land tortoises. We caught one once, and 
put it in a box and kept it for a while; then 
we jet it goin the lot, and it found a hole 
under the fence and went a short distance 


away, then came back. It did this way for 
a week or two. The last time it went away 
it did not come back any more. We do not 
know whether it went away or somebody 
saw it and caughtit. It weighed about five 
or six pounds. 

The lizard is a reptil that has a brittle tail, 
which when touched very hard breaks off, 
and, after a while, a new tail grows out. One 
day I put a stick on a lizard’s tail; the tail 
broke off and the lizard ran away. 

Amphibians are the next class after the 
reptil. 

The frog, toad, and salamanders are am- 
phibians. They liv in the water when 
young, but when old liv on the land. They 
eat insects and slugs. I hav often seen 
toads come near the house and run out their 
tongues and catch flies and other insects. 

Fishes come next. In the fish family are 
the sharks, cod.fishes, sturgeons, eels, and 
other similar ones. They cannot liv on the 
land. When they are brought out of the 
water they liv but a short time. The most 
dangerous of fishes are the sharks; they 
sometimes grow to the length of fifty feet. 
Al fishes hav gills, and are found in the sea 
and rivers and Jakes. 


I will now pass on to the next great group, | PaP 


called annulates. The spider is an annulate ; 
it has a lot of rings, and is à peculiar animal; 
it spins a web in which it catches its food. 
There was a spider that spun its web in the 
window which was up. We caught flies and 
put in the web, and saw the spider run over 
its web and wind the fly in the web. It got 
torn down every night for a day or two, and 
the spider would spin it over every time nice 
and thin as before; but one morning the 
spider was gone. We never saw the spider 
any more. i 

There is a species of spider called scorpions 
living in warm places, and they are very 
dangerous. 

The next class I will take is insects. Insects 
are animals that hav but six feet. Some of 
the animals in this group are the beetles, and 
the bees, that undergo complete metamor- 
phosis; grasshoppers and dragon flies do 
not undergo complete metamorphosis. The 
butterflies when first hatched from the eggs 
are small caterpillars, which cast their skin 
six times and come out butterflies and liv 
on the honey of flowers. I hav often seen 
them flying around flowers and hav tried to 
catch them, but hav very often failed. 

There are some very useful insects, like 
the Silk-worm ; there is another insect that is 
useful. It is the honey bee. 

I will now pass on to the class called mille- 
peds. Millepeds and centipedes hav a 
great many feet, and some of them secrete 
venom. 

Crustaceans are animals that hav crusted 
skins, as the lobsters and crabs, and other 
animals similar to them. 

I will now pass on to the last class of the 
annulates, called worms. Some worms are 80 
that when cut into, the piece that hus no head 
grows one, and the piece that has no tail 
grows 8 tail, and in less than & year there are 
two whole worms. 

Trichinz is a worm found in pigs and other 
animals. They get into the stomach of a 
person who has eaten pork that is affected 
with the trichinz. When in the stomach 
they are in a larvæ state. When they hav 
remained forty-eight hours they are full 
grown, and in six days a large number of 
little trichin come from the parent trichinz. 
They bore through ihe alimentary canal, and 
travel to the muscles, and there they stay 
till something eats them. If nothing eats 
them they finally become converted into 
lime. 

I will now pass on to the group mollusks. 
In this group there are creatures like the 
oyster, living in the sea and having shells 
&round them. People eat them for food. 
Snails and slugs are also mollusks. They 
hav four horns. The snail has a shell but 
slugs hav none. The octopus is a mollusk. 
It has been Known to attain the length of 
eight or ten yards, and its arms are about the 
same length. 

In this group called radiates there are 
found the starfish, polypi, sea-ancmones, 
sponges, and other animals something like 
the ones I hav named. i 

The polypi hav been known to form large 
islands in the southern seas. The sponges 
we use are the skeletons of animals called 
sponges. The starfish is one of the best 
known of the radiates, and livs in water asg 
most of the other animals of this group do. 
The infusori& liv in decaying animals and 
rotten vegetables. They may be seen if some 
rotten hay be put in some water and observed 
by the microscope. The four great groups 


that I hav named include all of the animals 


that are found on the earth. 


Zaleski, O., Dec. 5. 1889. Creve James. 
eo 


Correspondence. 


Omana, Nes , April 22, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: As I hav seen many 
letters in TRE TRUTH SEEKER from boys and 
girls to you, I thought I would write to you 
too. I hav just had my thirteenth birthday, 
the 12th of April. I often read the Children’a 
Corner. My cousin has taken THR TRUTH 
SEEKER for quite a while. I hav no brother 
or sister. Iam a farmer boy, but I stay with 
my uncle in Omaha to go to school and to 
take violin lessons. My father plays in & 
band called Haves Cornet Band. It ig com- 
posed of twenty men and they hav been play- 
ing for four years. He has quite a large 
farm. To-day it is warm weather, but to- 
night there seems to come a storm. To-day 
is Arbor day, and the trees that are planted I 
think will grow nicely, because it is going to 
rain. Your friend, Cuas. Lamp. 

NAPAVINE, WasH. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As so many little boys 
and girls are writing to you, I thought I would 
pen a few linea to the Children's Corner. I 
cannot write much, as I am only vine years 
old. Papa isa Liberal. We hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER three years. It is a splendid 

aper. I hope you will always take charge 
of the Children’s Corner. I am going to 
send you my picture. When I get to bea 
woman. if I liv, I want to teach and lecture 
for the Freethought cause. 

Papa says when he gets able he wants a 
picture of all the leading Liberals of this 
country to put in an album. Your picture 
will be one of them; also Heston's. We 
think he is a great man. What homely pict- 
ures he can make! and such shoes! We 
are going to get a copy of his picture book. 
I do not think Heston will ever join the 
church. When we get a little older, papa 
says, he will take the Jnvestigator, the Tron- 
clad Age, the Twentieth Century, and Free- 
thought. Hetakesthe American Nonconform- 
ist and the Youth's Companion, besides four 
country papers. Three years ago we used 
to say our prayers and say grace at the table, 
but Tug TRUTH Srexcer taught us to be more 
sensible. 

I will now close, hoping to gee this in print. 
Good-bye. From your little Liberal friend, 

Bessie F. HADLEY. 


[We trust that our new friend, Bessie, will 
realize her wish to grow up, teach, and 
lecture for the Liberal cause. It is a worthy 


ampition.—En. C. O.] 
— to 


Ar atrial in London great doubt was ex- 
pressed as to whether a little girl, who had 
been called as a witness, knew about the nat- 
ure of an oath. To silence controversy the 
judge asked the girl if she knew where she 
would go to if she told a lie. The witness 
weekly replied, ‘No, sir.” To which the 
judge added, ^A very sensible answer. 
Neither do I know where you will go to. 
You may swear the witness." 

eo 

LirrLE Joanny was paying his first visit to 
a Friends’ church. He soon became disgusted 
with the quaint old hats and bonnets and the 
“ thees” and ‘‘thys” of the preacher, and 
was just about to leave when the preacher 
exclaimed: ''I want all those who wish to 
enjoy the eternal life of the beautiful home 
rise to their feet." The congregation rose in 
a body but Johnny remained seated. The 
preacher noticed the little sinner and ex- 
claimed: ‘‘What, my son, doesn’t thee wish 
to go to heaven?" ‘‘ No, siree," said Johnny 
with emphasis. ''Notif this crowd goes." 


Solid Silver Spoons—Free. 

The firm who make the above offer in 
another part of our paper are perfectly reli- 
able, and the premium box which they send 
out contains not only al! the Sweet Home 
Soap and fine Toilet Soaps and the list of 
miscellaneous articles contained in the adver- 
tisement, but also a set of Solid Silver Spoons. 
Subscribers who write to them are perfectly 
safe in sending $6 with the order, and this is 
the quickest and best way (on account of the 
extra present that is given for cash) to get 
goods from Messrs. J. D. Larkin & Co., 
Buffalo, N. Y., who certainly exhibit an 
enterprise and liberality in their desire to 
introduce their Soaps which is almost unheard 
of.— Advertisment. : 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnrHUR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution ; Oban- 
ter IIL, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution: Obapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIL, Bible Poetry and Evotu- 
tion ; Ohapter IX, Bible Artaud Evojutior: Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI. Soul 
and l'utare and Evolution ; Chapter X1J, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conolnaion. 
Handsomely bound in oloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A Wealthy Manufacturing Go. 


Gives Gratis Six Solid Silver Spoons. 


Our object in making the following liberal proposal is 
that you may become one of our permanent patrons and al- 
ways use our Family Soap, "Sweet Home,” and fine Toilet 
Articles, and also by speaking to your friends in praise 
of the fine quality and high character of our Soaps, secure 
them also as regular patrons for our goods. 

Our Soaps are the purest, best, and most satisfactory, 
whether made in this country or Europe; everyone who uses 


them once becomes a permanent customer. 


We propose a 


new departure in the soap trade and will sell direct from our 
factory to the consumer, spending the money usually allowed 
for expenses of traveling men, wholesale and retail dealers’ 
profits, in handsome and valuable presents to those who order 
at once. Our goods are made for the select family trade and 
will not be sold to dealers, and to induce people to give them 
a trial we accompany each case with many useful and 


valuable presents. 


Only One Box Soild to a Family. 


Send us your name on a postal card and we will ship you on terms given 
below, a Box containing all of the following articles : 


ONE HUNDRED CAKES “ Sweet 
Home” Family Soap, enough to last a 
family one full year. This Soap is made 
for all household purposes and has no 
superior. 

SIX BOXES BORAXINE. 


One-Fourth Dozen Modjeska Complex- 
ion Soap. 

One Bottle Modjeska Perfume. 

One-Fourth Dozen Ocean Bath Toilet 
Seap. 

One- Fourth Dozen Artistic Toilet Soap. 

One-Fourth Dozen Creme Toilet Soap. 

One-Fourth Dozen Elite Toilet Soap. 

One English Jar Modjeska Cold Cream. 
Soothing, Healing, Beautifies the 
Skin. Improves the Complexion, 
Cures Chapped Hands and Lips. 


The above ara articles of our own manufacture 
which we take great pride in presenting to the 
readers of this paper. x 


One fine Silver-plated Button Hook. 

One Lady’s Celluloid Pen Holder (very 
best). 

One Arabesque Mat. 

One Glove Buttoner. 

One Package “Steadfast” Pins. 

One Spool Black Silk Thread. 


One Gentleman’s Handkerchief, Large. 

Fourteen Patent Transfer Patterns for 
stamping and embroidering table linen, 
toilet mats, towels, tidies, etc., 

One Lady's Handkerchief. 

One Child's Lettered Handkerchief. 

One Wall Match Safe.(can beseen at night.) 

One Package Assorted Scrap Pictures. 

Two Celluloid Collar Buttons, 
(Patented). 

Twenty-three Pictures of the Presidents 
of the U. S. 


t In addition to allof the above 
articles we place in each box ONE 
ALBUM containing pictures of the fol- 
lowing celebrities : 


Wm. E. Gladstone, 
Bismarck, 

Daniel Webster, 

J. G. Whittier, 
Geo. Bancroft, 
Abraham Lincoln, 
Ulysses S. Grant, 


General Scott, 
'Thomas Edison, 
Benj. F. Morse, 
Jos. Jefferson, 
Benj. Franklin, 
H. M. Stanley, 
Oliver Perry, 


Robert E. Lee, Goethe, 
Gen. Sheridan, Schiller, 
Thos. Carlyle, Alex. Hamilton, 


Commodore Farragut, John H. Payne, 
“Stonewall” Jackson, Etc, Etc, Ete. 


A SPECIAL OFFER TO THE READERS OF THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


We hereby promise that in addition to all the articles named above, to 


include in every box purchased by subscribers, who will agree to recommend 
“Sweet Home” Soap to two or more friends, ONE SET (SIX) SOLID SILVER 


TEASPOONS, PLAIN PATTERN—such as your grandmother used, very rich and 


elegant, (will Last a Life Time). 


We know the great value of our articles, as we make them ourselves, and are willing to put 
them to the severest kind of 2 test, hence will ship the box on thirty days’ trial, and if you are not 
fully satisfied with it send us word and we will remove it at our own expense. 

Our Price for the Creat “Sweet Home” Box is Only Six Dollars. 

Write your name and address plainly on a postal card, mail same to us, and a case of these 


goods will be shipped to you on thirty days’ trial. 


J.D. LARKIN & CO. 


WEBSTER'S 
UNABRIDCED 


ANCIENT EDITION. 


A so-called ''Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary” is Being offered to the public 
atavery low price. The body of the book, 
from A to Z, is a cheap reprint, page for 
page, of the edition of 1847, which wasin 

ts day, a valuable book, but in the pro- 
gress of Janguage forover FORTY YEARS, 
has been Une grid e abes It is 
now reproduced, broken type, errors and 
all, by photo Mitho agl process, is printed 
on cheap paper and flimsily bound. A 
brief comparison, page by page, between 
the reprint and the latest and enlarged 
edition, will show the great superiority 
ofthelatter. These reprints are as out 
of date as a last year's ac. Nohon- 
orable dealer will allow the buyer of such 
to suppose that ho 1s getting the Webster 
which to-day is accepted as the Standard 
and THE BEST,—every copy of which 
bears our Imprint as given below. 
BG" If persons who have been induced to 
purchase the ‘‘ Ancient Edition" by any 
misrepresentations will advise us of the 
facts, wo will undertake to see that the 
seller 1s punished as ho deserves. 

G. & C, MERRIAM & CO.. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 35 Cents, 


Factories:—Seneca, Heacock 
and Carro: Streets, 
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Cheap, Portable, No Iak Ribbon, Interchangeable 
pe in al) Lunguages, Easiest to learn and 
rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P. 0. box 5159, 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 
18.10 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 

It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
And inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to & man's reason, 
&nd to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishnegs.—[Boston Post. E 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
sotual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwie FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
| Price, $3. 


a Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 
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DESTRUCTIVE OR 


CONSTRUCTIVE? 


A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


COL. R. Q. INGERSOLL, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


R. B. WESTBROOK, 
SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


E. B. FOOTE, JR., 

H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SUSAN H. WIXON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


SUBJEOTS OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Jf not, the reason why? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


AGENTS WARTED hik shes, SAMPLE FREE. A rare 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


YRY-3QUARE: 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disouss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For gals at this office. 


Address 


Price, $1.00. 


B rm: JUrpose, aD 

trwith heading of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER printed in 
z pola letters on the outside. 


^| other parts. 


Sent by mail, postpaid, for *1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafavette PI., New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR) 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Oontaining 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. * For Sledge. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp. $t. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised «nd Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph, 50 cts. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
` BY 
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, Kart BLIND, 
Lyp R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies ftra dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ily. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, aud Ys It Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs ot Mankind? 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 

tory Letters by George Jacob, Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoul, and an Introduction by 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, z5 cents. 

Reply to Father Lambert's 

“Tactics of Infidels,” 20 cents. 

Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cente. 

Secularism: Destractiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which fsthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cente. 

The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli-fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of lts 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. ) 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rav. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.B. In this letter the following snbjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. T'he Position of Agnosticism 
‘Toward Christianity. 3. Freethonght and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 

LISA 


A 


Christianity: Defcetiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. s 

Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia; Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Candle rom Under he Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
Bx WILLIAM HART. 

Price, - -= 4 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


ilton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘Hebrew 
Br Ner MATT e Üareer of Jesus Ohbrist.” 


The fool hath said in his heart; Thereis no God, 
—[Ps. xiv: 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Baw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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SISTER LUCY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


As TO New HALL CONVENT. 
And a Few Words on Auricalar Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIViST CALENDAR. 


Each day aed month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 

Cards, 11x14; Printed on both sides, 25 cents; on 
two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHUROH. 


J. E. Remssura. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozer, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECOXOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Compenp or tHe Narurat Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXCHANGE. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 


Prioe, 25 cents. 


Seience and "Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODURN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 


Price, w sents. 


Ingersoll on McGlynn. 


32., 80c. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEEOH TO THR JURY 

` in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 

graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
.Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents ; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 10. 


ls the God of Israel the True God ? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication f Right 


Prorsst AGAINST PERSECUTION. 
By O, B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 
MIRACLE- WORKERS. 


By JOHN PHCK. 


Price, . . 10 cents. 


Tele- 


i THE : 
ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DIBOUBBION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


d By Omas, STEPHENSON. 
1cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. Sutu. 
10 cents. 


WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN | 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Unpzrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS, The Humboldt Library of Science. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
In this series are well represented the writings of 


Comparative Mythology. 
By Jous Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. DARWIN, SrexorR, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROOTOR, 
CLIFFORD and otner leaders of tbousht in our 


Price, $2. 
8 time, at 60 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 


B EYO N D T H E V EI L We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 


follows : 
Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P, B. | OLD Srxrs.—In this style the volumes average 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 


840 pages 8vo: and are arranged thus: 


Mrs. F. H. MeDougall and Mts. Vol. $ x P Vol. v Nos. 6070 
. Luna Hutehinson. [Spir.] MERC 25-36.) c VIL H EIL 
Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. A m s ETAR s 1. “ W, 


Cloth, plain edges, $2 vol. (Separatett or in sets.) 

Half seal, marble edges, $2.79 vol. (In sets only.) 

New SrvrE.—Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, are boundin 
18 vois., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges. $1.75 per vol. $22 75 per set. 

Half seal, plain edges, 2.26 s $995 €" 

Half seal, marble edger, 2 50 e 2.50 t 

Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 i 8375 ^ 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth: 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man’s Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origiu of Species. 2booksin 1 vol. 
ThePhysical #asis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 


THE KORAN. 


À New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia, 

SaLe’'s edition, Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davio HUME. Price, $1.50. 
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SOPORE SUN REUS rr PE PELO UNE DADA 2 books in 1 vol. . A . . "E 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. | Technical Education, and other Essays. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 2 books in 1 vol. . . $ . 06 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. | WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 
Portrait. Origin or Species by Menis of Natural 
" . Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo, $1. Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
R New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 
Man S Nature and Development. with additions and corrections. — . 1 
. Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela- 
By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- 
MARTINEAU. tion revised and augmonted. a . 1.50 
Price, - + - $1.50 Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
: Fem the Action or Worms, ns Observa- 
m ti their Habits. Withillussrations. .75 
Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. e rael in | HET a ae a 
au e 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. a Grantee i Life 3 nd 5 z an) 
By Roz'r COOPER. Price, $1. SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 
cs: The Evolutionist at Large; 
Origin aud Development of Relig-| Vignettes from Nature ad 
ious Ideas and Beliefs, Fores and Energy: A Theory of Dy- 
By MORRIS EINSTEIN. ice, $1. namics 3 books in 1 vol. . . 1.00 
ul poi Price, $1. | WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. BY 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
aoe E OF THOMAS PAINE. TONS of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
ith Explanatory Obs tions his Writings, cə and Glaciers. 19illuatrations. | 
: a ME e em: e Writings Lessons in Electricity, 60 illustrations. 
y GILBERT Vare. Price, $1. Six Lectures on Light, Illustrated. 
8 books in 1 vol. . . í : . 140 
A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. The Data of thie, . . . . 
From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $1. Pduention: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
ical; an 
9 Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
KNEELAND 8 NATIONAL HYMNS cher Diequisition?. 29booksinlvol  . .75 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. The Genesis of Science. : 
————M— ——  —  — | the Factors of Organic Evolution. 
LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 2booksinlvol . . . n T6 


: : E SELECT WORKS OF RIOHARD A. PROCTOR, 
A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. -F.R.A.S. l 


By Baron D'HOLBACH. 
Price, - - - » " 


Light Science for Leisurc Hours. 
Familiar Essays-on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


laneous Essays. 
6booksinivol.. . " + 1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 
Seeing and Thinking. 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
ether fgSRYF. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essaye. 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phv of the Pare Scieucer. 
Cosmic Fmotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. A n i + 1.25 
SELECT WORKS OF EDW. CLODD, F.R.A.8. 


The Childhood of Religion. 

The Birth and Growth of Myth, 

The Childhood of the World. 

8 books 1n 1 vol. z ed ei Ar 

SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 

Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 

The Diseases of Memory. 

the Diseases of the “ill. 

The Diseases of Personality. 


$1. 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hunson TurTTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Its Elements, 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question, 


+ 1.00 


4 By R. D. Owzx. 8 books in 1 vol. E 1.06 
Price,  - + + «= 35 cents. THE MILKY WAY. 
The Wonders of the Heavens, 32 idus. 
AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. By Camitie Fiammariop. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
By D. M. Benwert. meS Mulier, MA. oliin 
Price . - E * e Sun; its Constitution,its enomena 
: oe ita ohdition. By Nathan T. Cart; LL.D- p 
oks in 1 vol. x d : PE 
IF, THEN, AND WHEN. POLITICAL BOIENCE. 
Church Doctrines. Physies and Politics. An application 
i i f the Principles of Natural Science to 
E W. S. Barrow, [Spir] Price, 10 centa. Political Boglety, By (Walter „Bagshot, 
. EL as . author of © The Eng. Oonstitntion," an 
The Liberty of Printing, and Heply. | History of the Science of Polities.. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2booksinivol.  . .% 


By HuzsLsu? and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 centa, 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS, 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly. laughable . 
onslaughts on Ohristianity. g 


Price, 10 cents. 


THE LAND QUESTION. 
The History of ! andholding in Eng- 
land, By Joseph Fisher,F. R. H.8.;and 
Historical Sketch of the Listribution 
of Land in England, By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A., 2 booksini vol. . .7t 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Iunocance; and p 
The Essential Nature of Religion, By 
J. Ailansou Picton. 2booksinivol.  . 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Audrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
2 books in 1 vol. VENE 
(Continued in next column.) 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


E 


For all of the above books address 
THE SRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette P1., NewYork. 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science: and 
Scientific aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F.O.8. 
Sbuoksinivol s . . EN te 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Gent Pastilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Midd’e ages. 
B» J. F. C. Hecker. M D, 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventures, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Broziliap and Indian 
Life apnd Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 

by Henry Walter Bates. F.L.S., Arsis. Sec. 

to the Reyal Geographical Society of 


ngland. . : Mia e Oa oats 
The Riseand Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, witu a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By, S. B. Laurie, LL.D. 
Professor of the Institutes and History 1 
Education in the University of Edinburgh, 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia: 
Persia, India, Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece, 


By George Rawlinson, E 
Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Qanterbury, au- 
thor of The Origin of Nations,” " The 
¥ive Great MOnarohies" eto. . e >» 
Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Fritz &Scholtze. Translated from the 
German bv J. Fitzgerald, M A. 3 . 
Money andthe Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W. S:anley Jevons, M. A., F.R. B4 Pro- 
tessor of Logio and Politica] Economy in 
the Owens Oollege. Manchester. —.. >» 
On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ghenevix Yrenoh, D.D., Archbishop of 
ODN, ee 6 a ee ai ires n 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre-Historio Study. Edited by C. 

F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F R.8 , Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland, . 
IHusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Sully, Author of ‘Sensation and 
Intuition,” * Pessimism,” etc. .« s 
The Pleasures of Life, (Parts I. and IL.) 
Bv Sir Jonn Lubbock, Birt, 2 parte in 1. 
English Past and Present. ‘Farts I. 
and II.) By Richard Onenevix Trench. 

2 varts in 1, Complete. DEO QE 
The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 

Over 89 Ilus. e . «© «© © -« 

CO.. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Bract Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, - - $1.00. 


PAINE’S WORKS. 


Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bishop of Lian. 
daff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca- 
mille Jordan, ete., ote., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel.plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. 


Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 


The Age of Reason. An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 
Wivhout a peer in the world. Paper, 2% 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and A‘. Exam- 


ination of the Prophec.»s. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Rights of Man. For the op- 
pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 centa: 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Bib of Na Ire, 


oR, 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of “The Seoret of the East, or the Origi 
of the Ohristian Religion and y Signilcands 
of its Rise and Decline,” ‘Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure," Household Remedies,” “ The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” ebo. eto. 


Felix L. Oswald is à well-known and vigorou 
writer on soientifio and social subjects. (Oin. 
Com. Gazette. 

Oloth; 12m0, 940pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nots.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made, 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only, Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
ave out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


ow 


Bennett. ................ S. 
BT Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conelusions. E. E. Guild...... e. 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennott.... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood..... 
62 The Jews and their God....... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Kindure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paino’s Anniversary. ©. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers.......... 3s 


85 Moving tho Ark. 


44 Danielin the Lion’s Den. Bennett.. s 
'ió An Hour with the Devil. Bennett., .1 
76 Reply to E, F. Brown.  Bennett...... 


m 
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"7 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett ......... 
83 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ... 
89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson.... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers.............. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 

100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 

102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 

104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson.. 

108 Decadence of Christian‘ty.. Capphro.... 


m amd 
to O to Ot to to N WH oH 


107 The Safe Side. H. D. Brown....... IIT 5 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Benuett... J 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 


112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus.  Bennett................ visis 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. H. Preston. 1 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 2 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 2 


11' Constantine the Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.................. 3 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell.................. 10 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
Server P, csseceseeceeonseccensceeeencessunes es 10 


524 Sinful Saints. Bennett........ m 
128 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

devwood............ esses. "T : 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists...... ae 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James... 


140 Astro-Theology .................--- T 

141 Infidelity. H. W. Bcecher....... EOT 2 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.......... 10 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perlans........ 2 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus 2 
249 Age of Shams. .cccccsccccsscecsecteeeeteeeeeces 3 


145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. “Martin.... 10 
250 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman......... m( TO . 10 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H... 
162 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
263 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
-55 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.. 
256 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 


159 Boston Bennett Indignation Mceting...... B 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 3 
161 Protestant Persecutions.................. 3 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett... sssccscccccessosssceseescaee 1 


0 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman.. 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


t Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D...... eee eee HO D 
2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood................. Bice aes 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
* Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. ,... Lees eere eene erento. 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson .. ia 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D....ccccsscoscsescsessee 
43 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for th 
Modern Symposium........,....... «5. 10 


‘ See note at head of column. 
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E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . à 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 

H. 0. PENTECOST, . 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $8 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayetie Place, > 


NEW YORK CITY. 


'C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 


ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. XY. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


. THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

Tho Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S ‘Children’s Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been clected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. . 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


° Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
f THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW, YORK. 


W. S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. The Modem 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRIOE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
scourse.—James Parton. i 
Iam much pleased with your address, and wil 
T. B. Wakeman 
Itis a very 


notice it in Man.— . 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It 

able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. ° 
The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take groat pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ”to the consideration of every person 
who ig interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
anoe put in the principles of self-government.— 
.9.MoOabe. : 
SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODEBN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author Of “A Protest and a Ples,” in Order of 
Creation, 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - - "b Cents. 
KE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. som 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and & Younger brother Who were left parent. 
less, with little money, fair keepers an much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Chicago, The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work. 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is iust such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. — Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Beoretarg of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER OOMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourszs OF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAH, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. |: 


Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPEON. 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. CHADWIOE. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

+ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Garnet P. SERVISS. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 


geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 
5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 


begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 


6. EYOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order | ball 


of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND öf = 

7. THE DESCENT MAN: His origi tiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Gorn. dier 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BOBEBT G. EcoLxs. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A.Sxir- 
TON. 

10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BipxEY 
SAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWIS 


G. JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 


PARSHALL. : 
13. EYOLUTION A8 RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWICE. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Starz 
Hoyr NICHOLS. 
15. THE EFSECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
govna OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
AVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of ‘Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nicke] Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels. $8: 11 jewels; $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
cunce, $450: 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof care, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17 50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, €24.£0; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


Al modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50: 5 ounce, 
$95. Best open-face filled rerew care. $27; hinged, 
$30; bunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 +0 $10 more. 
Ladies' best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18 50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $800; one do, heart shape 
sapphire and ruby in center. fame price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 
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Ziberal Gleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. — 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D.a at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. 


"he Newark Liberal League 
Maets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
sc.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
every body welcome. 


Philadetphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts.,at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson handatcheaprates, 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 Res P.M. at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
atreet. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Buuday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison atreet. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


.MeetB every Sunday at 7:30 P.m., at 419 Nicollet 
&ve.,Hooms 12 and 14, Eastman biock, Minneapolis 
Minn. J.F.MacowsEn.Pres. LEROY BEBRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 


days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to Tux TRUTS SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. sure, Cor. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib: ral Club 

Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W, CALDER, Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
« Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
all at 2:30 P M. All L berais are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E corner 7th and Locust Streets. 


Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FBANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
UBE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn. Boox contains songa 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parion. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed; by all who hav examined it. Price, 
95 cents. Address Tug TRUTH SEEZER Co. . 


Is n regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, aud the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 1u ets. for his **Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, sufiering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. lt sets forth an 
External Application.—. 
POSITIVE CURE. Thi 

book is worth many times 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of tase afflict: 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 


Sners have been frequent- 

n ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prates- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View 


= Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


INELAND. N.J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr Fellows, of Vineland. N. J., 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman cf 
rare professional skilj, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills ali Fas agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has perf rmed 
cures of bopeless cases that in the olden tme bis 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 


and last, we know him to be an honest man and & 
stanoch Liberal.—Tne Better Way. 


a 
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Bews of the Werk. 


OoxaN vessels report narrow escapes from 
waterrpouts. 


Tax edge-tool factories of America are 
consolidating. 


THE railroad through Siberia will be com- 
pleted in ten years. 


Emin Paana says he holds information that 
would be damaging to Stanley. 


In a late anti-Jewish riot in Austria eleven 
of the mob were killed by troops. 


Tar New York Central Labor Union refuses 
to admit a union of saloonkeepers. 


Egorron frauds are being disclosed in Chi- 
cago, Jersey City, and other cities. 


Conanxsas has appropriated $150,000 for the 
relief of the Mississippi flood sufferers. 


Four whites and forty-seven blacks wrecked 
on an island of the Hebrides were killed by 


the nativs. 


Ax English syndicate has bought of the 
Argentine Republic its eastern railway for 
$41,000,000. 


Ix Greece 3,000 women hav petitioned to 
receive the same higher educational facilities 
given males. 


Porrveat still refuses to recognize Brazil, 
actuated by resentment of that nation’s anti- 
Catholic steps. 


Tax supreme court of Saxony has decided 
that boycotting is equivalent to disorderly 
conduct in the first degree, and punishable as 
such. 

THe commarder of a French post in the 
Congo basin, named Musy. has been killed 
and eaten, with twelve attendants, by can- 
nibals. 


ENGLAND and Germany are unable to settle 
their boundaries in Africa. A congress of 
European powers to adjust African posses- 
sions may be held. 


In Africa the French are fighting Daho- 
mans, and the Germans are fighting Arabs 
and their allies in Zanzibar and Uganda and 
suppressing slave-trading. 


Tae disruptiv effects of religious sectarian- 
ism were exemplified in the Prussian Diet on 
the 9th, where an attack was made on the 
admittance of Jews to the schools. 


Lasr Sunday Deacon Purnell of the African 
Methodist church at Rossville, N. Y., shot at 
Pastor Brown during services, charging him 
with improper relations with Mrs. Purnell. 


Mers. CARRIE VANDEGRIFT, a devow and 
leading church woman, has been found guilty 
at Mount Holly, N. J., of a protracted at- 
tempt to poison her son for his insurance 


money. 


A REPORT from Russia states that the secret 
trade in poisons in that highly Christian 
country is enormous, and that 27,000 cases of 
poisoning hav been reported to the police in 
one year. 


Tur St. Jean de Dieu insane asylum at 
Montreal was burnt on the 6th. Of the 
1,400 patien's set loose, 100 perished in the 
- flames, and many escaped to the woods and 
were not recovered. 


ArT St. Louis on the 8th, Henry Kunolt, a 
Y. M. C. A. member and leader in St. Mat- 
thew’s church, was instantly killed while at- 
tempting burglary on the house of George 
Stalkman, & carpenter. 


Tue German chancellor says that his coun- 
try must **with bullet and Bible advance 
civilization in Africa," and that it must sup- 
prees slavery. Omission of the book named 
would expedite the antislavery movement. 


In Brazil there hav been slight revolts 
&gainst the government, and a little blood- 
shed. A few battalions hav manifested a 
disposition to mutiny. Placards reading, 
“Down with the dictatorship!” hav been 
put up. 

GzsgRAL BurrER calls attention to the fact 
that Western farms bear mortgages of $3,450,- 
000,000, on which even the interest will not 
be paid, asit is seven to nine per cent, and 
the profits on the farms are barely over four 
per cent. 


Taz coal miners’ strike in northern Illinois, 
by which 15,000 men were kept idle a month, 
has been settled. There are strikes in Phil- 
adelphia, by carpenters; in Pittsburgh, by 
plumbers; in Oregon by conductors and 
brakemen. 


Tuose who are adverse to the Australian 
ballot system urge as a grievance that where 
it has been used it disfranchised many old 
farmers who were reared without education 
but are worthy citizens. Knowledge of read- 
ing ia required in order to select the desired 
ballot. 


A MILITARY officer in Holland points out 
that that country has no means of preserving 
its neutrality and inviolability in a Franco- 
German war, and that it wouid be overrun: 
and devastated by being used as a battle- 
ground. Holland may arm now, like the | 
other nations. 
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Odds and Gnds. 


Eve was the most particular of ladies. She 
wore a walking costume that ‘‘can’t be du- 
plicated " now.— Life. 


Our Sunday laws were evidently made to 
abate the vice of gluttony. At least it is 
twenty times as easy to get whisky on a Sun- 
day afternoon as it is to get groceries.—Puck. 


S. 8. Tzaoner: ‘‘ And, now, who can tell 
me what special act of favor God showed to 
Lot?" Little Henry Peck, Jr. : ‘‘ Please, sir, 
he turned his wife into a pillar of salt."— 
Puck. 5 


Mamma (sternly): ** Don't you know that 
the great King Solomon said, ‘‘ Spare the rod 
and spoil the child?” Bobby: “Huh! But 
bea say that until he was growed up!” 
— Puck. 


~“ An,” he said, as the postman handed him 
a letter. ‘“‘ An epistle!” *‘ No,” said his wife, 
as she opened the envelope, and a bill flut- 
tered to the floor. ‘‘ Not an epistle. A col- 
lect.” — Puck. 


Yoursrut Baptist: ‘‘There used to bea 
John the Baptist; but who ever heard of & 
John the Methodist?” Youthful Methodist: 
* Huh! Guess you never heard of John 
Wesley.”— Puck. 


Mr. Kirxe Depew (Sunday morning): '*I 
see the Rev. Mr. Alban Cope is going to 
preach at our church this morning.” Mrs. 
Depew: ‘‘ Why, isn’t he awfully high 
church?” Mr. Depew: ‘ Awfully! Hecar- 
ries his ritualistic notions so far that he wears 
stained glass spectacles.”— Puck. 


Wire: ‘‘ William, the harness is so far 
gone at the traces that I am afraid to go out 
driving until it has been repaired.” Husband 
(wearily): “ Another bill!” Wife (despond. 
ently): ** So many small expenses!" Hus- 
band (brightening) : ** Now’s the time to lend 
the horse'to the minister.”—Life. 


** BosTON with a crematory !? 
Shouts an exchange, 
With marks exclamatory, 
As if "twere strange. 


Why, that is Boston’s glory! 
Ever she means 

To liv in song and story 
By her “ baked bein’s!"—Puck, 
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Tis is a smart story, but slightly pro- 
fane, I regret. A suave, clerical member of 
our school board, it seems, was examining a 
small class of boys during a short visit toa 
certain school. It is uncertain what special 
point regarding humanity he wished to bring 
out, or if he only asked the question thought- 
lessly, when he said, with a bland smile, 
“And who do you think I am, my little man?” 
The small boy thus addressed seemed rather 
nonplussed, for he suspected some allegorical 
answer was expected instead of a merely 
mortal cognomen. Whatever strange fancy 
passed through the little man’s mind as he 
timidly gazed up at the great one cannot be 
ascertained, but as a timid answer to the 
question he whisperingly answered the one 
word, ** God!” And the great man smiled as 
he patted the small boy encouragingly on 
the head, saying, '' Not quite, my boy; not 
quite" This story was certified as true by 
the narrator, but it is open to question, l 
think.— Glasgow Hoening News. 


POOR OLD OHUROH! 

Poor tott'ring church! And has it grown 
Too frail—too feeble—to withstand 
The light touch of the jester's hand— 

The little dart by hun;or thrown? 


And is its waning strength so small 
That e’en the playwright’s playful pen 
May joke not at its holy men 

Without great danger of its fall? 


Ah, there’s the secret! Smitten sore 
The church fears most our caustic chaff, 
Which makes its sad disciples laugh 
Till, laughing, they believe no more. 


Believe no more the foolish lies 
In which sky. pilots most delight ; 
For ridicule restores the sight 
And strikes the scales from blinded eyes. 


Poor, poor old church! But we shall poke 
Our humor at you none the less ; 
Although you whinipgly confess 

You are too weak to stand a joke. 

— F. W. B. in Calcutta Cosmopolitan Times. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christiana), 
from the time of Menu to the preg- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g- 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT, 


Gems of Thought. 


Murgaret. How is it with religion in thy 
mind ? 
Thou art a dear kind hearted man, 
But I'm afraid not piously inclined. 
Faust. Forbear! Thou feelest I love thee 
alone; 
For those I love, my life I would lay down, 
And none would of their faith or church be- 
reave. 
May. That’s not enough, we must ourselvs 
believe ! 
Faust. Must we? 
Mar. Ah, could I bit thy soul inspire! 
Thou honorest not the sacraments, alas! 
Faust. I honor them. 
Mar. But yet without desire; 
"Tis long since thou hast been either to shrift 
Or mass. 
Doni thou believe in God? 
aust. darling, who dares 6a 
Yes, I in God believe ? 5 " 
Question or priest or sage, and they 
Seem, in the angwer you receive, 
To mock the questioner. 
Mar. 'Then thou dost not believe? 
Faust. Sweet one! my meaning do not 
misconceive! 
Him who dare name 
And who proclaim, 
Him I believe! 
Who that can feel, 
His heart can steel, 
To say: I believe him not? 
The All-embracer, 


-| All.eustainer, 


Holds and sustains he not 
Thee, me, himself ? : 
Lifts not the heaven it8 dome above? 
Doth not the firm-set earth beneath us lie? 
And beaming tenderly with looks of love, 
Climb not the everlasting stars on high? 
Do I not gaze into thine eyes? 
Nature’s impenetrable agencies, 
Are they not thronging on thy heart and 
brain, 

Viewless, or visible to mortal ken, 
Around thee weaving their mysterious chain ? 
Fill thence thy heart, how large goe'er it he; 
And in the feeling when thou utterly art blest, 
Then call it, what thou wilt— 
Callit Bliss! Heart! Love! God! 
I hav no name for it! 
"Tis feeling all; 
Name is but sound and smoke 
Shrouding the glow of heaven. 

Mar. Ail this is doubtless gocd and fair ; 
Almost the same the parson says, 
Only in slightly different phrase. 

Faust. Beneath heaven’s sunshine, every- 

where, 

This is the utterance of the human heart ; 
Esch in his language doth the like impart; 
Then why not I in mine? 

Mar. What thus I hear 
Sounds plausible, yet I’m not reconciled ; 
There’s something wrong about it; much I 


fear 
That thou art not a Christian.— Goethe. 


WnzN we contemplate the immensity of 
that being, who directs and governs the in- 
comprehensible whole, of which the utmost 
ken of human sight can discover but a part, 
we ought to feel sbame at calling such paltry 
stories the word of God.— Paine. 


PRaOTIOALLY the faith of man never had 
but one object if you press to the root of the 
matter. This was to form a conception of 
the order under which man livs, with the 
view of determining our relation generally to 
that order. Man might ascribe that order to 
fictitious causes, or he might study its real 
laws; in either case his object was to esti- 
mate that order which was independent of 
him, with the view of submitting to tt better 
or of attaining a greater power of modifying tt. 
— Comte. 


I wap fairly laid hold of the conception of 
general laws. . . . My laboring brain 
and beating heart grew quiet, and something 
more like peace than I had ever yet known 
settled down upon my anxious mind. . . . 
From the time when I became convinced of 
the certainty of the action of laws, of the 
true importance of good influences and good 
habits, of the firmness, in short, of the 
ground I was treading, and of the security 
of the results which I should take the right 
means to ascertain, & new vigor pervaded my 
whole life, a new light spread through my 
mind, and I began to experier-ze a steady 
growth in self-command, courage, and con- 
sequent integrity and disioterestedness. . . 

if I hav bad the blessing of any available 
strength under sorrow, perplexity, sickness, 
and toil, during a life which has been any- 
thing but easy, itis owing to my ?' pose upon 
eternal and irreversible laws, working in every 
department of the universe, without any in- 
terf.rence from any random will, human or 
divine.—Harriet Martineau, 


Man will know that to enslave another is 
to imprison himself.—/ngersoll. 


LzT each one think as he pleases, speak as 
he pleases, and act as he pleases; and en- 
courage him in so doing, since it is only an 
encouragement to honesty; and you may 
want him to be honest in your interest be- 
fore you are through with him. To grudge 
one his rights is as mean as to grudge him his 
money or his happiness; so that intolerance 
is a vice akin to envy.— Béerbower. 
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A FEW OTHER CHRISTIAN TOOLS FOR THE CONSIDERATION 


OF 


HE HEATHEN. 


Hotes and (jippings. 


Mrs. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON says that 
if she had charge of New York streets she 
would dress a thousand women in “bicycle 
costumes," get them to work, and soon hav 
the city ‘‘ the cleanest in the world.” 

Mr. Foorz performed a dreadfully difficult 
task on Sunday evening. He lectured on 
“Is the Bible Fit for Children?" without 
shocking his audience. But he took the pre- 
caution of leaving the Bible at home lest he 
should be tempted to read from it. 

IwpriANAPOLIS is a god-like town, remarks 
Dr. Monroe. A man will go to the bad place 
if he bathes or shaves on the Lord’s day. And 
policemen are so religious that they slip in 
picture galleries in disguise, hav a photo- 
graph taken on the holy Sabbath, and then 
by peaching get the artists fined $5 and cost. 
Save the 7vonciad Age the whole city of In- 
dianapolis will go to heaven in a bunch one 
of these days. 

THREE important decisions were rendered 
by the Supreme Court of the United States 
May 19th. The famous Fiske will case was 
decided against Cornell University. Thecon- 
Btitutionality of the Edmunds anti-polygamy 
law was affirmed, & majority of the court 
holding that Congress had the power to re- 
voke the charter of the church of Latter-Day 
Saints and confiscate the church property. 
The chief justice and Justices Field and 
Lamar dissented. The Minnesota Anti- 
Dressed Beef bill was declared unconstitu- 

_ tional. ` & 

THE question whether a churchwarden 
must also be a Christian is before an arch- 
deacon of the English church. A church. 


j warden in Worcestershire being objected to 


by the vicar, has publicly declared that he is 


i not a Christian, but says that the vicar knew 
At that time the 


all the facts two years ago. 
vicar intimated to him that, though it was 
desirable that his own churchwarden should 
be a Christian, it did not so much matter 
about a people's churchwarden—and the peo- 
ple’s churchwarden he became. 

Tue bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, at their semi-annual meeting in this 
city the past week, unanimously passed the 
following resolution : ‘‘ Resolved, That we are 


Union, and approve of the work thus far ac- 
complished, and we look to it for efficient aid 
in rescuing the land from the curse of Sab- 
bath desecration.” The bishops, however, 
forgot to say anything about the desecration 
of the ‘‘ Sabbath," by the American Sabbath 
Union holding “rousing meetings” on that 
day in Brooklyn. 

Ir may send a thrill of horror down the 
spine of the Metropolitan Museum, says Life, 
to learn that the Museum of the Peabody 
Academy of Science, at Salem, Mass., is now 
open to the public on Sunday afternoons. 
As Salem is the original home of the Puri- 
tans, this news will be a cruel blow to the 
trustees of the Metropolitan Museum. That 
the Salem trustees are moved to this step by 
a desire to debauch the public is a theory that 
will not be universally accepted. The ob- 
vious difference between these two institu- 
tions is that one is controled by a body of 
benevolent and liberaleminded men in honest 


Sympathy with the working public, while 


the other is under the unfortunate manage- 
ment of a handful of individuals whose ad- 


miration for their own piety is out of all pro- 
portion to their usefulness. 


Tux Galena district conference of German 
Methodist churches, comprising the counties 


of upper Illinois, southern Wisconsin, and. 


western Iowa, closed its annual session May 
14th, and passed the following resolution by 
a unanimous vote: ‘Whereas, We believe 
that the recently enacted school law in Illi- 
nois and the Bennett law in Wisconsin are 
not calculated to prohibit parochial and pri- 
vate schools, nor to interfere with denomi- 


: : , 4 national and German language instruction in 
gratified at the information received concern. 


ing the organization of the American Sabbath 


them, but that they rather insure a common 
and necessary English education for all chil- 
dren in those states, especially those hereto- 
fore neglected. Resolved, That we, as a dis- 
trict, believe the general principles of those 
laws to be right and just, and most earnestly 
advocate their enforcement.” 


Tue agent of one of the big steamship lines 
remarked to a writer on the Sun that about 


‘one-half of the tourists starting abroad at 


this season of the year had the word “ Rev- 
erend” printed before their names. ‘‘ There 
are few clergymen,” the agent said, ‘“‘ who 
buy return tickets for less than three months 
ahead, and I am often impressed by the 
sleek, well-fed, opulent look of the ministers 
when they come to the office to secure pas- 
sage. It isa question in my mind whether 
any single body of Americans enjoy so much 
of the good things of life as clergymen. They 
all take good quarters on the ships, and their 
vacations are long and expensiv. I can't 
get more than & week away from the office 
in & year, but three months with the modern 
clergyman is looked upon as barely time to 


recuperate his exhausted energid® It is not 


to be wondered at that business men occa- 
sionally feel a little bit surly when they think 
of the good things that fall to the clergy- 
man's lot.” 

A niSPATOH from Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
says: ''Ever since the local government 
passed legislation abolishing separate schools 
Roman Catholics hav been anxious to hav the 
constitutionality of that legislation tested. 
The attorney general refused to allow a test 
to be made, as could hav been done under the 
status. Catholics refused to recognize the 
law, and since’ it came into force they hav 
carried on their separate schools at their own 
expense. Joseph Shaw has now filed a bill 
against Honore Lamarche, the teacher in one 
of these separate schools. It complains that 
Shaw’s boy had been attending St. Joseph’s 
separate school in Winnipeg; that according 
to law no religious exercises should be gone 
through in school except those prescribed by 
the advisory board, and that the teacher, who 
is a Catholic, notwithstanding the provisions 
of said statute, insists on continuing religious 
exercises of sectarian character, and insists 
upon all pupils in said school being present at 
such religious exercises and taking part 
therein. The bill asks that the defendant be 
restrained from continuing religious exercises 
inthe school. It ia said by those who claim 
to know that the case is brought forward at 
the instance of promoters of the Catholic 
schools, both plaintiff and defendant being 
closely allied therewith and in sympathy 
with forms of religious exercises conducted 
in these private schools. It is believed the 
application for an injunction will be thrown 
out, as the Public Schools act provides that 
on and after May 1, 1890, Catholic schools in 
the city of Winnipeg ceased to exist.” 


322 


THE TROTH SEEKER, MAY 24, 1890. 


Communications. 
Our Holy Religion. 


The words Jesus Christ should never hav been put 
in our English New Testament. By being there they 
are baving all the effect of a forgery. 

The Judean disciples, of their prophet Joshua, 
never used these words, nor any other words in their 
language that had any similar meaning. 

They had no occasion for any of such terms or for 
any of the thoughts such language conveys, to repre- 
sent their teacher, in anything he ever said or did, or 
claimed to be. 

All these flattering terms and compliments, this 
excessiv adoration and devotion bestowed upon him 
in the way of worship by which he is extoled as 8 
God or a superhuman being, crept gradually into the 
Roman church during the darkest and most idola- 
trous ages of its history. They are practically mis- 
leading, willful forgeries. 

None of these things were in existence among the 
early believers. The phrases, “lamb of Ged,” “son 
of God,” “blessed Jesus,” “holy pattern,” “the 
redeemer,” “ our savior,” “our Lord,” “God manifest 
in the flesh,” and this indulgence in hyperbole and 
rhetorical extravagance, that centuries of darkness, 
hypocrisy, and priestly fawning hav invented to 
excite, to awe and subjugate the people, did not exist 
in the beginning, but they hav been the growth of 
time. They were introduced conjointly with and 
were concomitants of relics, shrines, monasteries, 
anchorites, miracles, and all the strange delusions, 
infatuations, and follies of those dark ages cf the 
church. We hav inherited them from our benighted, 
priest-ridden papal ancestors. They were put in the 
Bible and in church literature, and while we know 
they were all forgeries, we still retain them as the 
words of God and use them with solemn reverence. 

In the fourth century, when Athanasius and Arius 
with théir partisan adherents were fighting, debating, 
and abusing each other over the origin and constitu- 
tion of this body of Christ, its functions aud office in 
their scheme or economy of salvation, these exirav- 
agant titles, these holy and reverential terms and 
devout expressions, had not been invented. It was 
not till these disputes were settled by long and 
bloody wars, till reason and intelligence were sup- 

ressed throughout the empire by the decrees of 
Vostinian, and the church settled down with faith in 
darkness and submission, that this holy and unctuous 
verbiage arose and so enalaved the mind snd feelings 
of our benighted Catholic ancestors. We sre not 
prepared to throw off the church incubus they hav 
imposed on us. 

It is remarkable to what an extent religion has 
exercised this charm and control over the mind and 
feelings. By mutual consent and concession it is 
given supremacy over all other subjects that concern 
our welfare. We can bear criticism and enlighten- 
ment on everything but our religion. To point out 
errors and follies in this, is to invoke the prejudice, 
the cold disdain and animosity, of the self-righteous. 
To retain the friendship of the pious and bigoted, is 
to be blind to their foibles, or to join in defending 
them. It is believed to be wrong to question or 
doubt the wisdom of the revelation God makes to 
the mind of his followers, let its effects be however 
grotesque and ludicrous. Liberty of conscience in 
religion is such a precious right it is claimed to be 
beyond all cavil from the critic, and to'srates with 
impunity the most erratic vagaries and mental mals- 
dies indulged in its name. 

Religious people are very often trained to show 
extreme tenderness and deference toward one another 
in matters of belief, of devotion to prejudices, and 
of feeling, in regard to religious observances and 
duties. i 

These ideas, habits, and peculiarities are believed 
to be so sacred, so solemn and momentous, that no 
matter how eccentric, how trifling or absurd, they are 
exempt from criticism or correction, bacause they are 
too precious and holy to be questioned or doubted. 

It would be so indecorous to wound the sensitiv 
religious feelings of a friend, that we are taught it 
cannot be done without trespassing on sacred rights 
that exist alone between a man and his maker. To 
take liberties with such private and holy relations is 
to forfeit one’s right to the friendship of the pious 
believer. f 

This accounts for the many curious notions and 
vagaries that hav grown up in society in the name of 
religion. 

Many sincere people venerate these words and 
names, because they hav been so taught. They 
would feel it a heinous blasphemy for anyone to 
search into the history of their origin, and then tell 
the truth about them, just as they would about other 
words, and as they had a right to do, or as the truth 
and the best interests of society required that they 
should. They call it blasphemy to do what Joshua 
said he was born to do, “to bear witness to the 
truth.” Oan anybody think society or the individual 
will be benefited by living in an error, under a mis- 
take or a falsehood, by remaining in the dark, keep- 

de 


ing the truth from them that they might be deceived | they were so fierce and tumultuous that the emperor, 


and misled, to their injury, their disappointment and 
sorrow? The multitudes are made more or less 
miserable all the time because they do not realize all 
nor anything which is promised them on the condi- 
tion and as the reward for their belief. 

This is not simply an individual opinion, but is 
sustained by the highest biblical authority, in the 
testimony of the late New Testament revisers, as 
acknowledged aud affirmed in their ‘‘ Companion” to 
that revision. The saints, the bishops, and the 
priests of the Dark Ages left us this legacy. St. 
Augustine was a champion in this work. 

Oar holy Bible was the vehicle to bring down to 
us ali this revered verbiage. Augustine perfected to 
a great extent the scheme of salvation. He contrived 
a plan to use the mistakes, to reconcile the incon- 
sistencies and harmonize the absurdities in the faith, 
which none had been able to satisfactorily do before 
him. 

Then it was easy to put these holy words in the 
text of the Bible to mske it agree with the feith. 

So we owe our scheme of salvation, including the 
fall of Adam and the ‘original sin inherited from him 
by all his posterity; and the statement that * God so 
loved the world that he sent his only begotten son, 
that whoscever believed on him should not perish, 
but should hav everlasting life;" and cur redemption 
through his sacrificial blood, with all the details 
which enter into the completion of this scheme, to 
a dissolute, licentious African from Carthage, who 
went to Milan on a business speculation, and on 
hearing Jerome preach while there, claimed to be 
converted, and was induced or employed by the 
church to exercise his learning and genius in formu- 
lating and elucidating this cardinal doctrin of the 
Christian religion, on which he has made us believe 
the salvation of the world depends. Augustine was 
the inventor of this. 

After this discovery or invention of a shrewd, edu- 
cated, ingenious convert to the church, the people 
were ied to see how by the plan they were under 
such obligations to the meritorious desth of the 
Judean prophet, and having just learned what he 
had done for them by negotiating with the father 
for their safety in their sins, through this atcnement, 
how could they do less than express their love, grati- 
tude, and devotion, through all these gracious terms, 
titles, and phrases, which they gathered up or in- 
vented to bestow upon him. When we see this de- 
ception, the origin of this imposition of holiness to 
enslave us to African superstition, why are we so 


patient and contented to remain the victims of such a. 


shallow delusion, by giving our assent to it? 

This fraud has been so long diffused in and im- 
pressed upon all professing Christendom that Uni- 
tarians and unorthodox Christians, who reject Au- 
gustine’s scheme, retain the gracious epithets and 
unctuous phraseology when they think or speak of 
the Galilean. 

All shades of belief or unbelief express in these 
holy terms that reverence for him which he never 
claimed, but which he repudiated. The shades of 
Christian faith we enjoy are determined by the de- 
gree Of reverence we feel, and attach to the words of 
homage the followers of Augustine bestowed on his 
name. p 

Such is the almost universal reverence felt for this 
scheme of Augustine that if one speaks light of it or 
jestingly of the homage it has developed for the 
sacredness of the language that expresses it, he is 
looked upon as too irreverent and destitute of appre- 
ciation to deserve common marks of respect. 

To jest about * Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ," 
à phraseology invented by a paganized clergy, and 
fostered by centuries of barbarian darkness into a 
sanctified shibboleth, to those under the influence of 
this fantastic delirium, would seem like invading the 
eternal verities with ridicule and trifling with the 
sanctities of omnipotence. x 

Such is human weskness, and such the credulity of 
confiding ignorance. 

The true Christian or wise man reverences things 
that are really divine, and the high regard he cher- 
ishes for these makes him jealous and tenacious 
about bestowing on any fraudulent inventions of 
human ingenuity that homage which is due and be- 
longs only to the real and genuin. 

He has no sympathy with those pious frauds in- 
tended to delude and mislead the simple-minded into 
folly and error. 

Christianity had attained such a reputation and 
to such a respectability in the first quarter of the 
fourth century, that the emperor Constantine recog- 
nized it as an important factor in giving him the em- 

ire. 

At the great eucumenical council of Nice that he 
eummoned, he had in attendance three hundred and 
eighteen bishops, presbyters, deacons, and other 
learned dignitaries of the church. 

It was here the open quarrels over the tenets and 
doctrins of Christianity publicly began, or at least 
were recognized by the civil power. 

In this council these bishops manifested such a 
bitter and relentless spirit toward each other as to 
tear to pieces and destroy their manuscripts, and 


their president, was unable to preserve any kind of 
order or decorum. 

If the fable of creation had not been written or 
copied in outline from the old Hindoo records of 
this story, as found in the ancient Sanecrit by the 
Assyrian scholars, and if the Jews had not preserved 
it in the Pentateuch with their laws, which were held 
as sacred by the faithful; and if this Jewish litera- 
ture had not been preserved in Greek in the Septu- 
agint Bible, Christians probably would hav known 
but little about it. But as this fable purported to 
giv the history of the firat man and his fall, the foun- 
dation was furnished for some ingenious religious 
devotee, taking this as & basis, and the promises of 
the prophets and the hopes of the Jewish nation for 
& messiah to restore them again to power, and the 
assumption of the early Obristians or disciples, that 
the messiah has arrived in the person of Joshua—a 
spiritual messish instead of a temporal ruler, as Paul 
properly interpreted the prophets—it suggested the 
necessity for a scheme of salvation. For their savior, 
as taught by the prophets, was to be simply obe- 
dience to the law written on their hearts—the sense 
of right made known to them by the God or good 
that was revealed or manifested within them. But 
the first Greek proselytes of the Catholic. church, 
those of the third and fourth centuries, ware myth- 
ologists ; all of them believed in a multitude of gods, 
and lived and died in that faith. These fathers, who 
really invented the theories of Christianity, believed 
in demi-gods, ghosts, and invisible spirits, demons, 
haunting and harrassing men, and were prepared for 
any bold, supernatural theories to sustain Chris- 
tianity. 

So they accepted Joshua both in the vulgar and 
literal, as well as in a spiritual sense as the messiah. 
It was this twofold, compound mythological view, 
this Greek conception of the messiah, that made the 
interminable disputes and bitter quarrels among 
these early churches. It was because they could not 
agree in respect to the plans by which this messiah 
Joshua was to restore and save man from his fallen 
condition, as recorded in the fable of the creation. 

The early Christians felt they had to devise some 
method by which this could be done. The fable 
and the messiah must be both worked into a system, 
as counterparts, as cause and consequent, of God's 
original design in the creation of man. 

During nearly two centuries efforts were made, 
schemes projected, and theories evolved, with a view 
of bringing into harmony these secret designs of 
God, in making man fall, that he might show his 
glory and his power, as well as his goodness and 
mercy, in providing a means for his restoration. It 
was to endeavor to realize literally and to show that 
s Adam we all die, but in Christ we are all made 
alive.' 

Taking these and other metaphysical or spiritual 
expressions of Paul in a literal], verbal, idolatrous 
sense, and to show how it was done, taxed the theo- 
logical skill of the most astute bishops and saints. 
But it had to be done for the benefit of the pagan 
world, and for the honor and glory of the Obristian 
religion, and the triumph of the universal church. 

It was left for Augustine with his Manichenn phi- . 
losophy, his Greek metaphysies, his learning, his in- 
ventiv genius and literary skill, to devise, perfect, 
and complete the solution of that mystieal divine 
problem of the world being lost through Adam and 
being restored and saved through Christ. Augustine 
stands high and most honored by the church as the 
saint chosen by God to elucidate to man the cruel 
and inhuman scheme God in his mercy saw proper 
to adopt to accomplish his purposes, after he had re- 
lented for issuing his decree dooming all Adam’s 
posterity to punishment and misery because of this 
first transgression of eating the forbidden fruit. 
Yes, it was left for this African pagan, corrupt and 
profligate as he was, to become converted, so that 
he could reveal this divine mystery ! 

In the presence of these historical facts we see the 
reason why one of the ancient writers could say that 
the “wrath of man was made to praise God.” And 
why profligates, traitors, hypocrits, liars, and evil- 
doers of every variety, men without principle, honor, 
or proper moral sense, declared themselvs chosen by 
God to elucidate and execute his divine decrees. 
We see why men devoted to magic and sorcery, to 
credulity in the most absurd and astounding miracles, 
the most childish and silly theories to account for 
the occult and inexplicable ; who taught the most 
ridiculous notions of matter, its origin and purposes ; 
who were destitute of every quality except faith in 
their own fabulous visions, set themselvs up as the 
chosen custodians and embassadors of God’s method 
of saving a fallen, sin-cursed world. 

T. E. Lonasuorz. 

Philadelphia, Pa., May, 1890. 

——————38$-4—9——————— 

I am told it is disrespectful to my father to differ 
from his views, end filial reverencs should keep me 
from proolaiming opposed ideas. What progress 
would the world hav made, if this notion had always 
prevailed? . Hespeet for my father requires 
me to be loyal to the truth as I see it.— Adama. 
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Are You Through? 


I hav waited for some months to see additional 
remarks on the question, “Is there an afirmativ, 
positiv, constructiv side to Freethought?” If the 
leading spokesmen hav nothing more to say, it ap- 
pears to me they hav not laid stress enough on the 
most important point. 

As every word has a different shade of meaning, 
the expressions, “ affirmativ " and “ positiv," hardly 
included the ideas which were sought to be brought 
out. The word, “ positiv," for example, is applicable 
almost anywhere. A man may be positiv as a liar, or 
a thief, in profanity, dishonesty, or anything that is 
bad as well as good. Positiv and negativ hav some- 
what the same significaace as activ and passiv, and 
apply more to activity and inactivity than to the 
point at issue. As Mr. Ingersoll and others re- 
marked, Freethought is necessarily positiv even in 
its negations ; for it is an embodiment of activity. 

The word “constructiv” included the great 
thought for amplification; 2. e, if I understood 
rightly. The church charges Freethought with 
“tearing down and building nothing in place.” The 
object of the inquiry was, are these things so? 

Thoughts and systems, as well as beings, hay 
their infancy; and in that state are necessarily im- 
perfect. Freethought, properly understood, is a 
constructiv force; but from an educativ standpoint 
it is quite defectiv. How to make it more perfect, I 
think, was the object of the inquiry. 

Many people, like Mr. Conners in his letter in Tar 
Trorg Serxer of May 10ib, wonder why so many 
million people investigate other questions and yet 
remain in slavish bondage to church creeds. Friends, 
this is no wonder at all. Just think of the tens of 
thousands engaged in priesteraft, and the hundreds 
of thousands as Sunday-school teachers, deacons, 
elders, etc., a8 an educativ force, taking the child 
from its infancy and imbuing it with the ideas which 
are common to all sects; namely, that man is a 
fallen being ; that Christ’s blood blots out sin; that 
there is a heaven and a hell; that you must believe 
or be lost, etc. Bear in mind, also, that till within 
a few years, education was not general, and that the 
human mind is so constituted that it has to believe 
something, and then ask yourself, is it any wonder 
that people are in possession of erroneous ideas? 
It is possible that & person may be so surrounded in 
early life, and be blessed with a liberal education to 
such an extent, as to make him unsympathetic or 
even unkind toward the less favored. If such had 
been my experience, or that of many others, they 
probably would feel differently. Say or think what 
you will about it, when a religion or a creed becomes 
a part of yourself it is like tearing away a part of 
your very being when you find you are being stripped 
of that which was so dear to you. Think of the 
tremendous force constantly playing upon one from 
the ranks of prieateraft and all its allied agencies. 
Yes, think of all this, against the meager efforts of 
the ranks of Freethought! “Ranks,” did I say? 
It can yet be scarcely said to hav such, for while 
there are many Liberals, it is not yet an organized 
force; at least, all of its forces are not under organ- 
ization. 

Much as I disapproved of Mr. J. H. Burnham’s 
harsh criticism of President Westbrook, yet, to my 
mind, Mr. Burnham came nearest stating the plan of 
constructiv work. It must be educational, scientific, 
and political in its nature; especially political. In 
every district where there are Liberals, there should 
be a Sunday-school organized in direct opposition to 
church-and-state plots, enlivened on all occasions 
with the best patriotic songs. A lady writer—Miss 
Wixon, I think—favored something of this plan, but 
suggested the idea of dancing. I see no more harm 
in dancing than I do in walking or spading in my 
garden, but I would no more think of inviting an 
honest, conscientious Christian to a Liberal Sunday- 
school and insulting him by announcing a dance, 
than I would by stating that the next thing in order 
would be a cock-fight. I lay some claim to being a 
Liberal, and every true Liberal will ‘do unto others 
as he would they should do unto him ;” ie., respect 

' conscientious convictions. We never can enlighten 
people by insulting them. All sects of Christendom 
understand this, and most of them use every means, 
sacrificing their own comfort, to get the ears of peo- 
ple. Oonsidering the danger there is of human 
rights being swept into oblivion by the combined 
forces of priesteraft, shall we be less wise in securing 
a hearing that the cursed plots of idle priests may 
be comprehended by the public mind? I know some 
people who call themselvs Liberals who seem inca- 
pable of talking with a Christian five minutes with- 
out denouncing Christ, shouting, “I’m an Infidel,” 
etc. Such people become absolutely repulsiv, and 
very seldom do any good, but often positiv harm. 
We must take men as they are; treat them as men ; 
state facts, make our arguments, and let men draw 
their own conclusions. Introduce the light and 
darkness disappears. In such meetings, composed 
of various shades of liberal Christians, the Radical or 
Infidel element should not intrude their particular 
hobbies to become offensiv to less advanced people. 


Public or private debate is the time to take one an- | 
other's mental scalp. l 

Construction, viewed in this way, implies the ides 
of constant, unflagging toil, or priesteref6 will tear 
down what you build up in the young mind. 

Suppose we bav a little frank, manly discussion 
over the Liberal Sunday-school question, in columns 
devoted to “Letters from Friends?” An inter- 
change of views would doubtless prove beneficial. 

Kent, O. Joun Davey. 

— to 
A Methodist Idea of Science. 

Among the curious letters I hav at times sent me 
I think the following is remarkable. It would not 
do in me to giv the name of the little town or ham- 
let, a8 it might cast the stigma of mental Egyptian 
darkness over its quiet inhabitants, there being, I 
suppose, many somewhat intelligent people residing 
therein. But it is sad, however, to imagin that 
within & radius of say sixty miles from this city 
such a crowded collection of littleness could be 
brought together. D. B. - 


Drar Friend B : I can gpeak highly of the 
healthful, balmy fragrance of this piny neighbor- 
hood. I think my heslth permanently improving 
and my cough has greatly subsided ; but alas! of the 
intelligence of those with whom I &m constrained to 
mingle do not inquire. They seem to be honest, 
frank, and industrious, but know but little outside of 
their oatechisms; and their amusements, the psy- 
chological ground and lofty tumblings at their Meth- 
odist meetings. 

Last Sunday I attended a Methodist meeting, my 
supply of popular reading having become exhausted. 
To me a Methodist meeting is a harmless way of 
killing time. The singing was pleasant, and the local 
preacher by his fervent prayer seemed to be in high 
favor with his God. That portion of the service 
over, the preacher brought forward and introduced 
the Rev. Dz. K , who was anxious to make some 
remarks which struck him ag of importance to the 
Christian world. From what portion of the Bible he 
had taken his text I was unable to hear, but he was 
copious from 1 and 2 Timothy. Looking impresa- 
ivly around upon the audience, he remarked: “My 
devout friends, as faith, Christian faith, is the corner- 
stone of the Ohristian’s eternal hope of salvation, 
tence it follows that whatever disturbs that faith is 
damnable. 

“T feel urged to make these remarka from listening 
of late to some populer praising of the triumphs of 
science—science, which I need only tell you is the 
progenitor of much damnation. Verily, my friends, 
it should be enough to accept with thankfulness 
God’s bread of life without sneaking and prying 
around God’s labcratory or workshop to see how 
the thing is done. And, my fellow-Christians, if 
these blasphemous scientists are to be credited, they 
hav discovered, O Moses! that the purest water 
that we drink is fuil of living, ravenous reptile! 
Yes, and in the very air we breathe we exterminate 
myriads of organized beings ! 

“ These, indeed, as the fruits of science, are suffi- 
ciently disgusting to delicate tastes. But we are 
told in the matter of the beantiful—in our admiration 
of the glorious rainbow—that glorious pledge to man 
from God (that he will never agsin drown us oui)— 
that glorious bow that no painter would dare imi- 
tate, forsooth, under ssientific process, is found com- 
posed of but three flat colors—red, blue, and yellow ! 

“Triumphs of science, indeed! Let us not be 
blinded, my Ohristian friends, by this iniquitous 
scientific delving. .It is a libel on God and a satanic 
attempt to destroy the Bible and the Christian's 
hopes of salvation. Doubtless there nre scientists— 
yea, thousands of them, in hell but now, experiment- 
ing on the extinguishment of the flames of burning 
brimstone.” 

Lucky for me, I was near the exit door and slyly 
slipped out, querying whether the above was intended 
as a satire, irony, or a first attempt at pulpit 
eloquence. 


te —————— 
Judge Foster in an Amiable Mood. 


To ras Epor or Tar Trura Seker, Sir- I hav 
read your remarks on the sentence of Mr. Harman 
by Judge O. Foster, of the United States district 
court for the district of Kansas, and approve every 
word of it, and add one more. It was “infamous ”— 
no apologies, no pleadings, no reasoning or excuses 
ean ever satisfy me that Judge Foster was actuated 
by pure and honest motivs in sentencing Harman to 
pay a fine of $300 and to the penitentiary for five 
years. He is a candidate for United States Senator 
to take the place of Ingalls. He courts the support 
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Unions and 
the Young Men’s Ohristian Association. Over this 
sentence they rejoice, and the preacher slaps his 
hands together and cries amen. Zhey were his ene- 
mies, because he was an Antiprohibitionist, but now 
he has redeemed himeelf to a great extent in their 
estimation. Judge Foster is a hypocrit and judicial 
tyrant. Very often sentiment, or what seems to be 
such, guides him in sentencing convicted individuals, 


and not his conscience and sense of justice. The 
Herman cage is one. Here is snother: 

James Burton, s Republican (Wanamaker-Anderson 
postmaster), at Jamestown, this county, bad a news- 
paper tilt with Sheriff Marshall, also of this county, 
and both owners of newspapers, and not daring to 
print as obscene matter in his paper a3 he desired to 
heap upon his opponent, sent him the words found 
on the inclosed slip, through the United States 
mails.* By accident the letter got into the hands of 
the United States district attorney, and he laid it 
before the United States grand jury, who found an 
indictment against Burton, and without à single dis- 
senting vote. Burton was duly arrested, and .ap- 
peared for trial at the April term of court, 1890. 
Marshall was summoned as a witness. A political 
boss from this city, and John A. Anderson, organizer 
and striker, appears on the ground. Of a sudden 
Marshall is told that he is not needed as a witness, 
and to draw his fees and go home. He does so. 
Shortly afterward the case of Burton is eslled, he 
stands up and pleads guilty, and this high-minded and 
honorable judge, this official guardian of the morals 
of the people, says, substantially : “ Mr. Burton, inas- 
much as you hav been charged by the grand jury 
with the commission of & crime, it becomes my pain- 
ful duty to impose upon you a fine of some kind, but 
as the matter is of so trivial a nature, I shall inflict 
the lowest fine the law will permit. You will be 
fined $10, without coats.” It is also said, and I þe- 
lieve it to be true, thas he denounced Marshall for 
allowing the eass to be brought, and intimated that 
if he had itin his power he would fine him heavier 
than he did Postmaster Burton. 

Now, what Harman published I do not know, but 
this I do know, it lacked the essence of crime, viz., 
“intent to corrupt the mind.” There was nothing 
vindictiv, nothing spiteful, nothing that was in- 
tended to madden nor to insult anyone. It was 
printed with the best of motivs. He was not de- 
fended ; he was outraged by the judge during the 
trial. He was treated by the judge as the convicted, 
without a hearing. He was sentenced to the highest 
term of imprisonment by the inhumen judge, who 
let the nasty postmaster off with a nominal fine. 

Concordia, Kan., May 19. J. M. Hacaman, 


* (Mr. Hagamau sends us the words used by Burton, and 
we hav also seen the Markland letter, upon which Mr. Har- 
man was convicted and sentenced, and the former is vastly 
viler than the single word used in the latter, which Judge 
Foster thought deserved five years and a fine of $300 for 
mailing. | 
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A Liberal School. 


Mrs. R.E Attwood, of Eston Rapids, Mich., aske, 
in Tur TnaurH Seexer of April 26th, “ Why can we 
not hav a Liberal school?” I think I hav seen this 
same question asked before in the Freathought 
papers, snd the same suggestion has often been made 
to me by the Liberals personaliy. 

Mr. Walser made an effort in thai direction at Lib- 
eral, Mo., but failed, probably because of insufficient 
support. Mr. Hauswirth, of North Yamhill, Ore., 
has made an effort to establish & broad-gage school 
in which the writer of this article hes been teaching 
during the last year. Mr. Hauswirth has continued 
the school for three years, and has probably spent 
$1,000 more on the school than he has received 
from it. But this school is also in a fair way to 
expire, because we are not equipped to compete with 
the many well-endowed schoois throughout the 
country. No one teacher is quaiified, or would hav 
the time to successiully teach all the studies required 
in a good school. A school with but one teacher, 
withoui apparatus necessary for successful work, can 
not offer the inducements that a school can that is 
abundantly supplied with apparatus, and has suffi 
cient funds to employ a corps of able teachers. 

The Christians can raise money, and much of this 
money from Liberals themselvs, to endow echools for 
the mere purpose of perpstuating orthodox igno- 
rance; but ihe Liberals hav noi yet a wellendowed 
school in the United States, except Girard College, 
and, to our shame, we hav allowed that noble institu- 
tion to be stolen by the church. 

I believe Liberal schools should be established and 
supported. But I also believe they should be Lib. 
eral in the broadest sense of the term—entirely free 
from dogmatism. I think it would be unwise in 
Liberals to build schools for the purpose of propa- 
gating Liberalism, per se. Butit would be wisdom 
on our part, and would prove to the world that we 
are in earnest, and that we mean what we say—that 
we are working for the best interests of mankind— 
if we would build schools in whieh the youths of our 
country could be given a broad, liberal education, 
but in which noither the “ evidences of Christianity,” 
nor the “ evidences of Liberalism,” would be taught. 
I think that no school, sither orthodox or unortho- 
dox, should in any way endeavor to control or direct 
the religious opinions of students. 

We hav the germ of such a echcol in our quiet 
little village of North Yamhill, and are the Liberals 
ready to help us build up a first-clags school? Do 
the Liberals really hav their hearts in their work and 
mean what they say when they talk about schools? 
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- in North Yamhill? 
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Are there not Liberals enough in the United States 


to contribute $20,000, or $15,000 o! even $10,000, to 
erect and equip a good college building and employ 
a corps of good teachers?  Inducomenís could then 
be given to students from abroad. Liberals would 
not then be obliged to patronize Bibie-cramming 
institutions. Can we not hay a sehoolof this kind 
Ii the Liberais of this country 
would like to see ruch an institution established let 
us hear from you through Tas Troura Szexer. Let 
us establish a school that will bo & credit to the Lib- 
eral cause. Liberal friends, let us hear from you. 
North Yamhill, Ore. Gro. H. Dawes. 


-o 
Mr. MeArthur’s Delayed Rejoinder. 


In your eritieiem you very justly remark, “ Mo. 
Arthur writes with the utmost good feelirg, and it is 
evident thst there are at least two men in the world 
who can agree to disagree and preserve their respect 
and friendship for one another.” 

But there is another trait of McArthur’s which is 
called “pertinacity.” Some might call it obstinasy. 
It is simply that he is so built and constituted that 
he always upholds and defends that which appesis to 
him as the truth. Hence this answer, to determin, in 
a quiet, friendly manner, which Mac is the more 
“ accurate.” 

You may remember thsi when the séance closed I 
resigned the alates to your care. Thai when we 
adjourned and met your friend you expressed your 
surprise at the resulis obtsined. Thst when I called 
at your office to write the article and we conversed 
about our experiences you said they were surprising. 

I wrote the article in your cfücs. You supervised 
it and objected to one passage only. This I promptly 
erased. Sol claim now, just as I clsimed to J. K. 
P. Baker, to whom the article was addressed, that 
you indorsed every word. 

But you object to my statement that you were 
“dumfoundsd.” Possibly I was wrong in usiag 
that term; but I did so only after due consideration, 
and for the following reason, the validity of which I 
submit. 

When we were going over the various points and I 
asked your opinion, your suswer was, “Ii is very 
funny." I objected to this as unphilosophiesi, as 
unscientific, and I thought then, and think now, that 
any series of circumstances of s serious nature that 
would cause you to make this explanatory exclama- 
tion most certainly showed they had “dumfounded” 
you. See! 

But let us test this “accuracy” question. When 
I wrote my last article I quoted from memory, and I 
see I did make a mistake or two, but on examination 
I find they are not very material. In fact, I think 
you made a “mistake” when you pointed out my 
“ mistake," as the correct statement makes matters 
only worse for you. 

So, I admit that I did mistake in stating that the 
message of fifty-two words. came on one of your 
slates, če., a slate that you bad brought to the 
&óance. My article makes no statement as to whose 
slate it was, but it does make a statement which 
either nullifies your explanation of the modus oper- 
andi, or stamps me as a noodle. Let me quote it. 

“The medium then stated that he thought Brother 
Macdonald possessed mediummistic qualities, and that 
he, unassisted, could obínin slate-writing. Mr. Msc. 
donald then took two slates end held them under the 
table, and the medium placed another slate on his 
head, and asked the spirits if they would try to write 
on Mr. Macdonald’s slate. Back esme the anawer, 
* We will try to do so? Remember, please, the slate 
on which this was written was in plain sight. Not 
being able to obtaia writing under the table, Mr. 
Macdonald laid the slates on top of it, placed his 
hand over them, and shortly after writing was 


' heard." 


This was the messege of fifty-two words, and that 
is precisely how it was obtained. Slade simply 
touched the upper slate with his right hand; I 
grasped his left. You remember the position, 
exactly. Now, according to your theory, when you 
held those two slates under the table, Slade’s “ pra- 
hensil" toes did the job; or Slade wrote this long 
message when the slates were in your possession on 
top ofthe table. He could not hav written it þa- 
fore, because, as the account reads, “ Mr. Macdonald 
then took two slates and held them under ihe table." 
Slade had nothing to do with them. You are the 
conjurer, and you focled me, your friend. Now, 
this is unkind. You should giv me the tip. 

You say: “It is the opinion of one of the ex- 
perimenters that he (Slade) had ample time to slign 
his letters.” Tellus how, when, where. Post us, O 
Mac! there are millions of our psople waiting for the 
exposure. 

Surely Slade gave us every opportunity to examin 
his table and his slates. He used your slates and 
with the best results, and now, candidly, don’t you 
think it unfair, every other theory being exploded, 
to throw “ Bottom Facts” in his face? 

I hav always held it ag a safe rule for my guidance 
to examin carefully into the character of a man who 
abuses his neighbor. I avoid the “I am holier than 


| toes ? 
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thou." Liberals criticise, and justly so, the Ad 
majorem dei gloriam theory of the Jesuit, but when 
itis applied to an attempt to explain away the Spir- 
itual phenomens, then “all is fair in love and war.” 
I am not in accord with the theory that “the end 
justifies the means.” 

I do not know the author of “Bottom Facts.” I 
do not want to know him. I do not want to know 
or quote any man who stands unblushingly before 
the world as a self-confessed trickster. 

You say: “Another point upon which recollections 
differ is concerning the amount of slate remaining in 
sight when Slade held them under the table. Mr. 
MoArthur's friend [yourself] sat next io the medium, 
and his recollection is that all he could see of the 
slates was Slade’s wrist with the cords therein work- 
ing as though the fingers were moving.” 

Now, Brother Macdonald, this is my inning. I 
must ask you to be more “accurate.” I must ask 
you not to place your “recollections” in opposition 
to a recorded fact. 

In my article giving Mr. Baker a general idea of 
ihe manner in which the slates were held—and re- 
member the séance was fresh in our minds at that 
time, and you supervised the copy—I ssid: “The 
thumb and wrist of the right hand and possibly one- 
third of the upper slate were nesrly always in view, 
and the left hand touched ours on top of the table.” 
And you add, “ And his [your] recollection is that 
all of the slates, without exception, were out of sight 
when written on, or had been previously out of sight 
before the writing was found on them.” 

Now, Brother Macdonald, this is my second inning. 
Let me sek you, Is this “accurate?” If so, when 
did the writing take place? Or, is it only a sur- 
mise? Which? 

You then begin to query, “If the event had been 
as Mr. McArthur states it, and so much of the slate 
was constantly exposed, why could not all of it be 
exposed ?" 

I could answer that question for you, I think, and 
from a strictly Materialistic standpoint. But, cui 
bono ? 

If we now differ on the facts as they presented 
themselvg at the time, and as I wrote them down, it 
is hardly probable that we could come to any agree- 
ment on the philosophy. 

Bui to resume. Do you not think that you hav 
unwittingly placed yourself where your criticism of 
Slade is practically valueless? You admit yourself 
prejudiced against him, for you say, “The experi- 
ments with Siade were not considered by him [you] 
to really count in the proposed investigation. This 
was explained and the reasons given were that the 
junior experimenter [yourself] possessed grave 
doubts as to Slade’s genuinness, owing to informa- 
tion concerning him previously acquired.” 

I remember talking with you on this subject, and 
you related stories sent you from Canada. But what 
has this to do with our case? Are you and I to 
determin the truth or falsity of our experiences by 
the alleged experiences of another? There is not a 
man in this world, worthy of the name of man, who 
has not his enemies. The goody-goody alone is be- 
loved by all. 

I understood that we had agreed that these 
geances were to rest on their own foundations. Had 
I thought otherwise; had I thought that Mrs. 
Grundy was to be lugged in, we should never hav 
attended them. 

It won't do, Brother Macdonald, to attempt to 
disparage these séances, or the medium, by referring 
to counter-evidence, received from the Lord knows 
whom. 

Read my original article carefully and you will seo 
that in all, but one minor detail, ib is in strict aceord- 
asce with my last. All through it runs the same 
vein of thought, and I know that it was as far from 
your mind to disguise the truth, as it was from mine. 
But, on reading your article, one is impressed with 
the idea that the medium, when results were ob- 
tained, used only his own slates, which, you try to 
impress the reader, he had, in some mysterious man- 
ner, previously manipulated. 

So, to answer this, you will pardon another quota- 
tion from my original article. “Two of Mr. Mac- 
donald’s slates were then cleaned, a small piece of 
pencil placed between them, and the medium held 
them under the table in his right hand, his thumb 
being always in sight. The power was so very great 
that the medium withdrew the slates and tied them 
together with the same cord that came with the orig- 
inal bundle.” : 

You then sat on them, and writing came, just as I 
stated. Thisis my third inning, Brother Macdonald. 
Three out—all out. á 

I might go on snd on and on. But why? I 
merely wished to show. you that *accuracy " was not 
entirely one-sided. 

But the most curious part of your counter-state- 
rent is the charge that Slade has “ prehensil” toes. 
I am gratified that you hav waived the “ pencil under 
the nail” theory. Solet us examin this “prehensil” 
theory. 

How do you know that Slade has ''prehensil" 
Is there on record the statement of a like case 


except where the party was deformed? I know this, 
that when the slate was passed to me under the 
table, if Slade had hold of the other end, even with 
his hand, the power I exerted would hav pulled him 
from his chair. I think you know that to be a fact. 
I so stated it to you, and if my memory be “ accu- 
rate,” you did not attempt to combat it. Conse- 
quently I thought that you had had a like expari- 
ence. 

Slade was seated with hia left side to the table, 
and, his right being on the outside, he could hav 
used only his left, and, although I do not claim that 
it would be “impossible” for him to use his left, yet, 
I consider it highly improbable. You were about six 
inches from him; I not more than two feet, and he 
must hav had monumental cheek to hav attempted 
such a diaphanous trick. 

* Prehensil" is good; but it don’t fill the bill. It 
is simply an excuse, Brother Macdonald, and I sup- 
pose you used it on the theory that “a poor excuse 
is better than none.” 

Of course, when I stated that you were “off, way 
off,” I applied it to your attempt to account for the 
phenomena. 

You may hav, and I feel to say that I know you 
hav, more than “a middlin’ tight grip” on “the hand- 
ful of things" that you know; but I also feel very 
well assured that you hav lost your “grip” on the 
Spiritual phenomena, when you attempt to account 
for them in this manner. 

I also notice through your article a vein of thought 
indicating the more than probable use of conjuring 
trickery in the production of slate-writing, and I also 
notice in your issue of Apri] 19;h, an extract from 
the New York Sun, headed “The Miracles of Relig- 
ion.” This, following so shortly after your article, 
seems to indicate that you value the testimony of a 
paid conjurer. So I will devote a few lines to that, 
and if, in those few lines, I can help to explode the 
last theory, the dernier resort, of my Materialistio 
friends by giving the counter-atatements of better 
known conjurers, the space will hav been well uti- 
lized. 

I call this your forlorn hope, for it is noticeable 
that, when everything elee fails, prestidigitation is 
your last refuge. Of course you understand this as 
being strictly impersonal. We are such good and 
warm friends that we do not desire, and will not hav, 
under any circumstances, any harsh words, or enter- 
tain any unpleasant feelings. 

One of your authorities, the magician Hermann, is 
particularly severe on us poor Spiritualists. His 
language shows ignorance and a desire to puff Her- 
mann. 

But there are other, and some people choose to 
think better, conjurers in the world than Hermann. 
Conjurers who hav investigated ; conjurers who hav 
the “ courage of their convictions ;” conjurers who 
are not so deeply wedded to their art that they can 
not see where their art ends. 

One of these, Jobn Nevil Maskelyne, who was 
offered $5,000 to reproduce certain Spiritualistic 
phenomena, wrote: “In accepting this challenge, I 
wish you to distinctly understand that Z do not pre- 
sume to prove that such manifestations as those stated 
in the Dialectical Society are produced by trickery. 
I hav never denied that such manifestations are 
genuin.” 

This gentleman, acknowledged as tke most skilful 
conjurer in England, did not get that $5,000. 

But he offered, if allowed to use his machinery, 
which weighed several tons, to reproduce some of 
the phenomena as expressed through Slade. 

Samuel Bellachini, court conjurer to the late Em- 
peror William of Germany, by royal command inves- 
tigated in order to explode. He writes: “I hereby 
declare it to be a rash action to giv decisiv judgment 
upon the objeotiv medial performances of the Ameri- 
can medium Slade after only one sitting and the 
observations so made. After I had, at the wish of 
several highly esteemed gentlemen of rank and posi- 
tion, and also for my own interest, tested the phys- 
ical mediumship of Mr. Slade in a series of sittings 
in full daylight, as wel! as in the evening in his bed- 
room, I must, for the sake of truth, hereby certify 
that the physical occurrences with Mr. Slade hav 
been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest 
observation and investigation of his surroundings, 
including the table, and that I hav not in the small- 
est degree found anything to be produced by means 
of prestidigitativ manifestations or by mechanical 
apparatus, and that any explanation of the experi- 
ments which took place under the circumstances 
and conditions then obtaining by any reference to 
prestidigitation is absolutely impossible. It must 
rest with such men of science as Orookes and Wal. 
lace in London, Petry in Berne, Butlerhoff in St. 
Petersburg, to search for the explanation of this phe- 
nomenal power and to prove its reality.” 

This noted conjurer, had he been able to certify 
otherwise and prove Slade a fraud, would hav been 
ennobled by the Emperor William. But he was hon- 
est. He saw that Slade possessed a power far beyond 
the conjurer’s art, and he wisely relegated its inves- 
tigation to the most scientific minds of the age. 
Those scientists examined, investigated, experimented, 
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and they are to-day prominent snd outspoken Spirit- 
ualists. 

M. Jacobs, the most noted conjurer in France, 
also tested the phenomena. 

Like Robert Houdin, “the king of conjurers,” he 
became convinced of their truth, and having the 
* egurage of his convictions,” published in 1881, in 
a London paper, his ressons for advocating their 
truth. 

Magician Henry Kellar (one of those quoted by 
the New York Sun) printed his experience, from 
which I extract the following: 

“Tt is needless to say I went [to the séance] a 
skeptic, but I must own that I hav come away utterly 
unable to explain, by any natural means, the phenom- 
ena ihat I witnessed on Tuesday evening. I will 
giv a brief description of what took place.” After re- 
lating the particulars, he concludes: “Forty-eight 
hours before, I should not hav believed anyons who 
had described such manifestations under similar cir- 
cumstances. I repest my inability to explain or 
account for what must hav been an intelligent force, 
that produced the manifestations, which, if my 
senses are to be relied on, was in no way the result 
of trickery or sleight-of-hand. 

“ (Signed) Harry Kerrar.” 

These gentlemen, Brother Macdonald, missed 
noticing that “ prehensil" toe. 

I could go on and on—fiil pages of Tur Troru 
SeExrR. But, again, cui bono? 

I will lay these propositions down right here, and 
challenge any Materialist in the world to confute 
them : 

That Spiritualism to. day embraces more scientists 
among its adherents, than des either Materialism or 
Christianity, or both. And I will giv name for 
name. Of course I include only those who admit 
having investigated. 

That all these scientists hav become Spiritualists 
from personal observation of, and experience with, 
the phenomena. 

That Medium Slade has been the means of con- 
vincing as many cf these scientists as any other 
medium now alive. 

I hav written alonger letter than I had intended. 
I hope I hav established my “accuracy” more 
firmly than you hav established Slade's “ prehensil" 
toes, else, Brother Macdonald, I fear your readers will 
hav a very poor opinion of McAnTRUR. 

—— —— 94 ——————— 


Secrets of the Spiritualísts. 
From a German Exchange. 


Ono will remember the Spiritualistic exhibitions 
given here in Germany ten or eleven years ago by an 
Eogiishman, Mr. Slade, which created great atten- 
tion. The whole episode is very nearly forgotten, 
yet an article in Mr. F. Maunthner's periodical, 
Deutschland, throws some interesting light upon it. 
In that paper Hildegaard Nilson speaks about the 
* seorets of Spiritualists.” This lady has herself for 
several years worked as a medium. In any case, she 
knows a good desl about the dark doings, and what 
she tells may be true, and if it is not, then it is well 
made up. So of what she relates with regard to 
Slade, in whose service her husband was for a long 
while. Mr. Slade, so tells Hildegaard Nilson, was 
while a boy educated to beccme a cautscheek (bone- 
less) man. During his seventeenth year he broke 
his left arm at a Sunday exhibition in a circus, and 
was evar since suffering from a stiff arm, finally to 
such an extent as to necessitate his seeking another 
specialty to work at. He became an artist and edu- 
cated himself as a “foot wonder.” During his ex- 
hibitions his arms were tied across the breast and on 
the showbills it was stated that he was born without 
arms, and making s virtue of the necessity he could 
write, eat, drink, play billiards, and do wonderful 
feats with his feet. He worked in Germany under 
the name, “Raphael without Hands" When and 
how he came to leave the circus business and devote 
his rare capabilities to the service of Spiritualism I 
cannot state. In any case, he had become acquainted 
with an American manager. There he appeared for 
the first time. 

The reader can easily understand the secret of Mr. 
Slade. He simply performs all his wonders with his 
feet. Hundreds of suspicious visitors, scientists, 
and journalists who intended to expose him, hav 
paid him over their gold for sittings and yet discov- 
ered nothing, because they kept watch of his hands, 
which are large and rough, and not at all fifted to 
perform even a simple feat. If these visitors had 
watched Slade very closely, they could not hav failed 
to observe that he had a noiseless walk. Like a cat 
he moves across the little carpet of the hotel room 
in which he givs his exhibition, and his admirers are 
foolish enough to consider this his noiseless appear- 
ance as ‘‘spirit-like.” The feet of Slade are covered 
in & very peculiar object-serving manner. Seen 
from above they appear to be dressed in shoes, but 
these latter hav no soles and are held in their place 
only by a fine leather strap which passes under the 
hollow of the feet. These latter are stuck into a 
kind of half shoes, like our half gloves.| mittens ?] 
which leave the fore part of the foot entirely free. 
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Hence Slade can, while seemingly wearing common 
shoes, write under the table a message with his toes. 
- + . Many hav seen and most people hav heard 
it told, how he lets the left hand rest upon the table 
while he with the right one holds the writing slate 
under the table, from whence soon is heard the rat- 
tling of a little slate-pencil. It is impossible to hold 
a slate with one hand and write upon it with the 
same one, but it is a sheer impossibility to take apart 
the two slates tied together. But with his feet, 
which he knows how to use as other people their 
hands, the whole thing is easily done by Mr. Slade. 
He receives the slates with his left foot, then unties 
the knots and writes, while the toes on his left foot 
hold the slate on the same, with his right hand in a 
caligraphic manner whatever inspirations the Ameri- 
can spirit communicates to him. When paid a little 
more he is perfectly willing to show how he used to 
do in the circus. When once a skeptical visitor—it 
was 8 rich landholder from Mecklenburg—suddenly 
looked under the table, if possible to find cut the 
secret, then Slade proved too quick for the fat gentle- 
man that would surprise him. With a weli-directed 
foot and arm movement did Mr. Slade break the 
writing slate into pieces, which flew round the nose 
of the atupefied Mecklenburger; hence he saw noth- 
ing, and willingly paid the Englishman, who gsem- 
ingly fell into an acute attack of heart disease, a 
considerable sum of money in damages. 

The greatest impression and consternation is pro- 
duced by Slade when he lets the writing-slate fly 
through the air. The feat is surprisingly simple. 
While his left hand is resting upon the table and the 
right one is visible at the edge of the table, where 
it seemingly holda the slate, the left foot of the 
medium has taken hold of the slate. Suddenly 
stretching out his long leg he shoves the same with 
ghost-like velocity at the opposit end of the table. 
My husband has told me that on every occasion the 
visitors became confounded by these manifestations 
of spirit presence. But most comical it is when 
sometimes the foot becomes visible above the edge 
of the table, when the lookers-on invariably believe 
that they hav seen the elegant hand of a woman. 
One that has seen the shoe-leather speaks of the 
soft hand of a woman inclosed in black g/acé gloves ; 
another, having seen the naked toes, admires the 
naked little hand. . . . I need not add that it 
is the same spirit hands by which the knees of the 
sitters are touched under ihe table, now strongly, 
now softly. It is quite a compliment to our century 
that such light tricks are well paid for by a believing 
public. 


— M 
About Mr. Heywood. 


To raz Eprror or Tue Trutas Srexer, Sir: Oase 
continued to May 28d. Geo. W. Searle, Esq., 49 
Court street, Boston, will care for it in the prelimi- 
nary trial. If “held,” and the grand jury “find a 
bill,” I shall appear before judge and jury in the 
superior court. If convicted, J. F. Pickering, Esq., 
will take the case up on exceptions, and argue it be- 
fore the higher courts. Geo. W. Sievens and M. A. 
Warren, of Boston, are my bondsmen. They charged 
$1 000 for my liberty. 

Unquestionably Comstock’s New England smut- 
worm, Henry Chase, has a “strong case” vs. right 
in me invaded; but he and his dirty, malevolent 
crowd will find us “at home” in every point of this 
“ good fight of faith.” Not Iam, but the infamous 
“law” is doomed. The inclosed from the Boston 
Herald illustrates the general friendliness of the 
newspapers. Arresting officer McClausland intro- 
duced himself to me at the Princeton depot, saying, 
“Some of old Chase’s spotters hav got onto you.” 
Chase has wormed about eight years to sting me. 
He suppressed Walt Whitman's “Leaves of Grass" 
in 1882; we defied him; now he has “ got in” his 
vengeance. When once, in 1884, he approached me 
personally, I said, “I trust, Mr. Chase, that you will 
liv to be intelligent enough to despise yourself.” 
Yankee blood boils at Judge Foster's ferocious treat- 
ment of Moses Harman. Harman will be liberated ; 
but Foster is pilloried in ever burning, blackening 
infamy. E H. Heywoop. 

Princeton, Mass., May 14, v x. 18. 


WHAT THE BOSTON HERALD SAID. 

In a recent number of Ezra H. Heywood's publi- 
cations, the Society for the Suppression of Immoral 
Literature thinks it has found an article upon which 
it can makea case against the publisher. At all events, 
Mr. Heywood was arrested Saturday evening on s war- 
rant sworn out by Henry Chase, the New England 
agent for Comstock. He was locked up at the Tombs, 
and was bailed out Sunday. Mr. Heywood makes 


‘the following statement: “This is an attempt to 


crush me because I hav the courage to tell the truth 
about abominations that should be exposed. There 
are some things about which even parents, through 
false modesty, will refrain from instructing their 
children, and many a girl goes into the world igno- 
rant of certain matters until by painful experience 
their eyes are opened. For plain talk I am now 
under the ban of Mr. Comstock’s society and in the 
toils of his agent, Mr. Chase. The latter took oui a 


warrant several days ago. It was served last night 
by Inspector McCausland at Princeton depot, and I 
was brought to Boston. "They arrested me Saturday 
night just to make me lie in durance during Sunday. 
My bondsmen are George W. Stevens and Marshall 
A. Warren. This society, at whose irstigation I hav 
been srrested, has tricked me into sending my paper 
to a decoy, and I cannot say upon just which one of 
the issues of the paper they will base their charges 
against me, as probably they may present a string of 
them. Iepprehend no serious results, though, for 
they hav been cruelly dogging and persecuting me 
for the pest eight years.” 


——— to 
Our Criminals. 


I bev, from the beginning of Mr. Ingersoli's re- 
markable career ag an instructor of the masses, been 
an attentiv beholder and a most devout admirer cf 
hia remarkable genius. Most men are not appre- 
ciated durivg their lives; but I want it distinctly 
understood that I am one of bis mos earnest ad- 
mirerg, and believe, with all true lovers of the racr, 
that the impress his genius is now making cn this 
sineteenth century civilization will be felt not only 
now, but in ali time to come. - 

The vast field of human duties looked as though it 
hed besn completely surveyed by his masterly mind 
but it was not sc. Wher, leaving those who were 
the fortunate ones in life's battle, he came to tke 
rescue of those who were nob so fortunately blesse?, 
he came like an “armed warrior, a plumed knight.” 
Ha wrote to the worid—having delivered the address 
£o the most learned body of men on this continent, 
the New York Bar Association—the “ Crimes Against 
Criminals." In this truly humane argument and 
allegation of facts, he showed that what was reputed 
good, was nob so, but instead that society was as 
vicious, as revengeful, as savage, as the poor victir, 
the unfortunate violator of society’s laws. Now ke 
has shown his way to redeem, to improve, to mora!- 
ize, to civilize these poor victims. Good enough; 
but there is another view of that most importart 
question, which he seems to hav overlooked, and 
bence this article. Medical men—and I am cf that 
class—all know that our organism is strictly animel, 
and only development has brought ont the intellect. 
Now, this animal in us can be repressed and the ir- 
tellect developed, by education. This is the remedy, 
more education. Lat every criminal be educated in 
the strictest sense of the word. 

Let that education be of a business nature, some- 
thing that will fit the man for a business station in 
life; something that society cannot rob him of, 
Let thoes whose savage nature prompts them to take 
the life of their fellow-man be educated in the fullest 
sense of the word. Let their sympathies be de- 
veloped. Develop nof so much the physical, that 
caused the crime, as the social, until, civilized, moral« 
ized, improved, developed by force of man’s intellect 
in improving his fellow-man as he has domestic 
animals, and everything eise in fact, man reigns 
in safety and happiness. Is it possible, yer, 
is it not probable, that our lawmakers, wiih 
themselvs better selected and reflecting ithe 
higher moral feelings of the sensible, virtuous, think- 
ing part of our people, may pass such laws as will 
not only protect the poor criminal from committing 
worse crimes, but protect society itself against the 
game? Then let our criminals be educated. Let all 
the products of their labor be restored to them, ard 
do not let society rob them, as it has robbed others. 

Next, but not least, is another class of society, a 
product of civilization and of the cruelties of society. 
It is that of abandoned women. Oh, is there a mar, 
who was fondled on the breast of a trusting mother, 
whose loving heart pictured “All's well” for her 
child in lifa’s terrible battle, that could look on one 
of these unfortunate cnes and not feel a pang of con- 
science? But we must set to work to improve them 
and meke them better. Let every state found and 
maintain a house of reformation. Sand every unfort- 
unate sister there. Educate her, refine her, teach 
her a way to make a living by other methods then 
tha$ which is to her a living death. Stop the 
poisonous springs of physical evils that will corrupt 
the fifth generation even. 

Will it be ever? Yes, I know it will be, and that 
soon. I know that those grand minds, those ever- 
living promoters of human good, and self-sacrificing 
lovers of our race, will so develop, so help, and so 
force the progress of our race, that soon we will re- 
joice that not only the fortunate ones will receive 
nature’s blessings but all of our race. 

Trenton, Tex. Dr. W. C. Horwzs. 

—— ———————— 

R. E. Arwoop, secretary of the Eaton Rapids, Mich., 
Secular Society, writes: * We hav arranged for two lect- 
ures in our place, to be given May 29th and 30th, by Charles 
Watts. First lecture, May 29th, ‘Christianity and Unbelief : 
A Plea for Mental Liberty." Friday, May 30th, ‘ Secularism 
and Orthodoxy: Which is the Superior ??” 

tO OOO 

Oxry when one suspects he is wrong is he afraid. If he 
thinks his opinicns are prejudiced, he naturally wants them 
not discussed, lest they be exposed.— Bierdouer. 


-—brave fellows: God bless every man of them! 
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An Amateur Preacher. 


‘HOW AN OLD SOLDIER WORKED HIS WAY THROUGH TEXAS. 


I had fought for four years in the cavairy, part of 
the time with Forrest. We were not what you 
would call a godly set, but good fellows, who would 
die, or worse, would some near to lying, for a friend 
We 
were a reckless set, and death meant nothing to us; 
but we lived, ye gods! Life since has seemed a 
faded rag. Weill, I lost my leg first. I had a hand 
to hand souffle for it, and I will not say how many I 
sent to their long homes—it hurts now—but—well, 
my leg went; and not s year after, my arm. I killed 
the rascal who shot mein the arm. Then came the 
surrender and I was fit to murder righi and left. I 
could not stand it, or I thought I could not, and 
trundled off to Mexico. Beautiful country, my dear 
fellow, lovely, but the lowest down nation on the 
face of the sarth to call themselvs Christians, not 
morals enough in the whole nation to satisfy one re- 
spectable old-time darky. I could not stand it, and 
determined to come home, no matter what was the 
state of the country. But how to get here. I had 
the whole kingdom of Texas to eross, and no money 
and no railways, and only half rations in the way of 
legs. I worked my way to the Rio Grande on a 
broken-down old mustang. About ten miles from 


the river I came to a Mexican jacal, and hesitated | o 


about, going iz, they are such treacherous villains. 
But I was hungry, snd pausing outside the door I 
heard a groan. Somebody in distress, I thought, 
and cocking my pistol I pushed my way in. An 
Englishman lay there; he had passed me two days 
before, traveling across country with a party of Mex- 
icans, but I had caught him up again, and at the last 
gasp. The place was empty, save for him, and a pot 
of fomalis steaming near the fire. I looked at the 
Englishman first, buf he was dead. I bad heard his 
last groan probably, and his murderers had been run 
off by my approach. His pockets were rifled of 
everything save this pipe—a good pipe in its day; 
meerschaum, you see, and had a fancy stem; but I 
prefer a joint or two of cane. I was glad of the 
tomalis; but I did not think it safe to linger, as I 
did not know the number of the Mexicans. My 
clothes and shoes were too ragged, however, to leave 
a dead man as Well clothed as that Englishman was, 
80 I helped myself to a part of his wardrobe. I had 
not been so well drassed in years, and I laughed a 
littie at myself. “You look as nice as a preacher,” I 
said. Then folding up my old clothes, I left them 
near the dead man, and taking some more extra tom- 
alis, I lefi the house. “As nice as a preacher,” the 
words came to me again ; i$ had been a phrase in the 
army wher a fellow was extra well dressed. “As 
nice as a preacher?" Why not? Who had a better 
time than preachers? Why noi be a preacher? I 
could not help laughing a little at the thought. 
Why not bes preacher for the time? And visions 
of fried chicken and hot biscuit came over my mind, 
and fiery steeds furnished by adoring flocke—why 
not? I laughed out loud as I jogged on in the dark- 
ness. Apreacher? Whatkind? Whatkind? Out 
on the border that did not matter. As far as my ex- 
perience in that country went, all one had to do was 
to swear one had had a call; then preach and eat. 
That was more than twenty years ago, you see. So 
I did not come to any decision, but left it all to 
chance. : 

. I was so much entertained by my thoughts that I 
was surprised when I found myself at the river. It 
was daydawn, and as luck would bavit, I found some 
Mexicans with a boat just where I reached the bank. 
I seemed to strike terror into most of the party, and 


: I shrewdly suspected it was the Englishman’s clothes 


Yes, they would take me in. 


that did it; most probably they had been among his 
murderers. Some ran away, but two remained, and 
agreed to put me across. Of course they thought I 
had money, but I kept my pistol lined-on them, and 
when we reached the other bank, my pay was to 
jump ashore, and tell them in their language that I 
was to meet a party of Americans there, and that 
they had better skip with my blessing and the old 
mustang. They did. 

I shali never forget my first day as a preacher, I 
thought of the character so much that at last I be- 
gan to imagin myself one. I arranged sermons with 
the utmost facility, and all that I had ever learned of 
the catechism and hymns and prayers came back to 
me. The day passed swiftly enough, although hop- 
ping along on crutches was such weary work that I 
began to think longingly of even my old mustang. 

About sundown I reached a settlement—a cattle 
ranch—but evidently not of the highest character. 
The woman of the 
house had a pathetic face, and looked at me search- 
ingly, almost suspiciously. : 

_“T ama man of peace,” I said, in answer to her 
look, “and I hav lost my way.” 

“You look like a preacher,” one of the men said. 

I bowed my head. 

“T thought as much,” he went on, turning to the 
woman, whose face had brightened up. 

"I ain't seen a preacher in five years,” she said. 
“ Ain't you hungry ?" 
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your spirit must be.” . . 

“Now you're shoutin’!” the man cried, slapping 
his leg. “That’s the way to talk. I've heard'em a 
hund'ed times; an’ mammy would always come to 
me an’ say, sof'ly, ‘Go kill fo’ chickens, Billy.’ I'd 
know that talk anywhere. Golly! go kill something, 
"Liz&—8a horse—the baby—anythin’, an’ call in all the 
fellers; bound to hav something to eat. Gosh! 
your stomach thinks your throat’s cut, don’t it, 
mister ?” ; . 

I was wild to laugh, by gad, sir! the rascal hit the 
nail so squarely on the head ; but I answered quietly 
enough, “ I would like a little food," adding, meekly, 
‘tif you hav anything to spare." 

The man went out roaring with laughter, and the 
women came close to me. 

* Did you ever marry anybody ?" she asked. 

It gave me a sort of a chill for a minute. 

* No,” I answered; “Iam not married." 

“That ain’ what I mean,” she said. “Me an’ 
Billy kav changed rings, an’ promised befo’ the boys, 
sn’ mean it too; but we ain’t had no minister nor no 
magistrate, an’ somehow I'd ruther hav some words 
said. It’s been three years gone now sence we 
changed rings." 

“And you wish me to say a few words?" I asked, 
my compunctions fading as the woman's story went 


n. ; 

* Yes, if Billy's willin’, but he don’t like preachers 
much. He don’t believe in 'em ; but Ido. Il ask 
him," and she went out. 

This was a position I had not counted on, for the 
official acts of the clergy had not occurred to me, and 
for a few moments I wished myself well out of the 
dilemma ; but I must go on now, for to show these 
men thet I was deceiving them might mean death. 
So while I waited I trumped up, or tried to trump 
up, the Episcopal marriage service; bui something 
else would come instead, and looking into the matter 
afterward, I discovered it to be the catechism; but 
then I knew only that would not serve my purposes, 
and I was still at sea when the woman returned. 

This time she was followed by several men, among 
them “Billy.” 

* Come in, boys,” he eried ; * we're goin’ to hav a 
weddin’, fne an’ "Liza, an’ that means s supper ; don't 
it, Liza? An’ to-morrer we'll hav to loan Brother— 
what’s your name, mister ?” 

“ Stiggins,” I answered, with a back glance at Mr. 
Weller. 

* Stiggins,” Billy repeated. “ Well hav to loan 
Brother Stiggins a horse. I tell you, boys, it’s a 
good thing we're got somethin’ to drink to-night, an’ 
me an’ Liza 'll change rings again.” 

It was a tryisg moment. To save my life I could 
not remember anything to begin with, and as the 
couple took their places in front of me I felt puzzled 
to death; but I could not fail, and I made a mad 
dash. 

* What is your name ?” I asked, solemnly. 

* Billy Sprowie," was answered promptly. 

* What is your name ?”’—to the woman. | 

*CT/zà Dobbs.” 

' Who gave you that name?" was the thing that 
seemed to come Next, somehow, but I realized at 
onee that it would not do, so determined on a 
common-sense question, and asked: “ Are you both 
of one mind in this matter? Answer as you shall 
answer st the last great day " and I let my voice 
fall into profound depths. 

“Yes,” came from the couple; and from the sub- 
dued expression of the company I saw that my voice 
had impressed them. This encouraged me, and I 
made another grab among my memories. 

‘William, will you hav this woman to be thy 
wedded wife, to hav and to hold until death us do 
part?” And the words tumbled out so glibly, once 
I got started, that I left the “us” unchanged, and 
recklessly plighted my troth.along with them. But 
they did not notice this, and Billy’s “Yes, sir,” 
came like a shot. “Eliza, will you hav this man to 
be thy wedded husband, to hav and to hold until 
death us do part?” I said once more. 

“Yeg.” 

* Change rings,” I went on, “and both of you say, 
* With this ring I thee wed, from this day forth for 
evermore.’” They obeyed, Billy looking meeker and 
meeker as the service went on; then joining their 
hands, I looked at the company sternly, saying, “I 
pronounce William and Eliza Sprowle to be man and 
wife.” 

By this time lots more of the service had come to 
me, but somehow I could not bring myself to say it ; 
it seemed to stick in my throat. But what I bad 
said had made an immense impression. Every man 
there looked at me with something of awe in his 
eyes, and I heard one whisper, “A rale gho-'nuff 
preacher ; and the answer, “You bet; he crawls 
me. 

The ceremony over, I sat down by the fire to wait 
for further developments, and the men stood about 
awkwardly. By this time, however, I felt quite in 
character, and said, in a mild tone, “Hav you much 
of a settlement here ?” 

“ Not much,” the oldest man of the group answered, 


| «T am, indeed, my sister,” I said; “as hungry as | an’ the nighest neighbors is ten miles off. It's a 


right lonesome country.” 

“Yes,” I answered, “but good grass.” 

“That’s so, an’ free. Billy Sprowle has made a 
right good thing of comin’ out here, him an’ these 
boys; I ain't been here long.” 

“Do the Mexicans trouble you much ?” I went on. 

* Not as much as they'd like to.” Then, with an 
effort, “ Do you think killin’ a Mexican is any harm?” 

“No,” I answered promptly, then cleared my 
throat slowly—-* no, not if they molest your prop. 
erty." . 

The man passed his hand over his face, looking 
at me curiously, while I gazed sadly into the fire. 
After a moment’s reflectiv scanning of me he drew 
nearer, and putting his hands in his pockets, stood 
looking down on me. ` 

* You've got common sense, migjer," he said, “if 
you are 8 preacher, an' you answered mighty lively at 
first bout killin’ Mexicans; you know they oughter 
be wiped off the face of the earth !” l 

I gaye him look for look. ‘ My brother," I said, 
“I fought for four years in the war, and, as you see, 
half of me is in the grave. I don’t stand back on 
killing or being killed when it is necessary. And I 
like hunting, too,” I went on, “ but don’t like to hunt 
buzzards.” 

* Shake !” he cried, holding out his hand; “that’s 
good 'bout buzzards ; Mexicans an’ buzzards is one. 
Sakes-er-mussy !”—turning to the rest—“ that’s sense, 
boys, preacher or no preacher.” 

They all drew near after this, and sat down near 
the fire; they had fought, too, and war stories were 
plenty, and before supper was over we were the firm- 
est friends. 

Next morning, however, after the night’s reflection, 
Billy came to me, confidentially. 

* Are you a sho-nuff preacher ?' he said; “or did 
you jest put it up on the old girl? It won't make no 
diffrunce to us boys, you know, sn’ Liza’s done eased 
off bout bein’ married, an’ we won't make her onress- 
less by tellin’ her no better—but are you a preach- 
er?” 

“Why not?” I asked, drawing myself up. “ What 
hav I done that a preacher should not do?" 

“Ob, nothin'—nothin' " rather hurriedly; “only 
you've got so much horse-sense, an’ preachers, you 
know——" 

* My brother," I said, gravely, and I laid my hand 
on his shoulder in a way that would hav done credit 
to.an archbishop, “you don't understand ; I got my 
sense before I was called to be a preacher ; I was a 
man first, snd then a preacher. Do you see?” 

* You bet; an’ you'll always be a man?” 

Always.” 

“Thats good,” heartily. 
preach.” 

Well, those fellows could not do enough for me; 
they lent me a horse that was to be left at the next 
town ; they rode a long way with me, and Billy gave 
mea Mexican dollar as a marriage fee. But poor 
"Liza, her gratitude was pathetic, and she brought 
her little child for me to bless. That got me, rather, 
but I gave him the best I had; it was the last bless- 
ing my dear old mother gave me: “The Lord bless 
you and keep you, my boy, and bring you home at 
last,” she had said. I gave it to the little fellow, and 
the mother cried. Aud I did not feel mean a bit for 
deceiving them, for I had done good. I had made 
that woman happy, and had raised the clergy in the 
estimation of these men. To tell you the truth, I felt. 
myself a missionary. 

About sundown I reached a little town, a very 
small affair, and stopped at the largest house I saw, 
and the hardest-looking case I had everseen came to 
the door. I asked if I could stop there; he said he 
would see, and went back into the house. Then a 
woman came—harder looking than the man, if that 
were possible. I told her that I was a man of peace, 
and wanted to spend the night; that I made a point 
of going to the houses of the best people in the town, 
because they would hav the most influence, and could 
help me in my work. That woman's face was like a 
flint when I began, but before the end of my speech 
the whole expression had changed. 

“I ain't no ’Piscopal,” she said, the defiance that 
had left her face still lingering in her voice. 

* Of course not,” I answered glibly. “TI take you 
to be a wash-foot Baptist.” 

* How'd you know that ?” she cried. 

* There’s a look in your face,” I said. 

* My soul an’ body! Come in,” and she flung the 
door wide. She put me in a very decent room, and 
presently I heard wild shouting and a cannonade of 
sticks and stones. As I had distrusted both the man 
and the woman I was startled for a second, but the 
screech of a chicken restored my equilibrium. “Fried 
chicken for the preacher," I said to myself, and deter- _ 
mined that I must become accustomed to that side 
of the ministerial life—and a very good side, too. In 
a marvelously short time I was called to supper. 

“I spose you don’t mind havin’ a bait?" the 
woman raid ; “so I jest killed a chicken, and knocked 
up a few biscuit.” 

I did hav a little feeling that the chicken was 
soarcely dead, and that the biscuit had rather a 


“Td like to hear you 
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jaundiced look; but I had been intimate with starvs- 
tion too leng to be fastidious, and I ate with a will; 
and as I remember it now, the coffee was not bad. 

“ Is you goin’ to hav a meetin’ ?”- was the woman's 
first question as I took my gest at table. “I’member 
you said somethin’ ’bout your work, an’ we ain't had 
nothin’ but ’Piscopal religion here for a long time.” 

* Aud you don’t like it?” I parried. 


“No, I don’t; there ain't no grit to it; I want my 


religion to hav some spirret; I'd rather hav a re- 
vival now than money; an’ the ’Piscopals jest keep 
right along quiet an’ easy, an’ I ain’t got no mo’ pa- 
tience with 'em. I’m tired." 

“Tg there a clergyman here?" 

“No; he's dead. He come for his health, an’ 
worked an’ died ’bout & month ago; we ain’t had 
notbiog sence; but if you're a Baptist preacher, 
there’s nothin’ henders why you can’t hav a metin’.” 

„“ If you think sc ” i 

"' Yes, I do think so; you look like you can 

reach.” 

“Yes, I think I can.” 

“Then I'll send John out. John! I say, John!” 

The man who had opened the door for me came 


in. 
“T want you to go round this town, John,” she 
began, “an tell the folks that Brother—what’s 
your name ?” 

“ Stigging.” 

“That Brother Stiggins wil hav a meetin’ to- 
morer, startin’ right early." 

John looked at me slowly, then said the one word 
*Piscopal?" ` í 

“No,” and the woman looked as amiable as a set- 
ting hen. ‘ Ain’t you got no sense, John Blye? Did 
you ever ges a'Piscopallooklike him? He looks like 
he’s got grit. Go long an’ tell Brother Williams tc 
come over an’ help 'rauge 'bout it; go 'long." 

I must confess I felt rather queer as the combat 
thickened around me. After all, suppose I could not 
preach? And I said, mildly, “Is Brother Williams 
a good preacher ?” 

* No, he ain't"—frankly ; “but he’s a mighty good 
prayer. I've heard him pray right along for an hour, 
an’ it never seemed like he drawed a breath. Yes, 
he’s a mighty upliftin’ prayer; he'll help you, don't 
you fret. Jest you preach, an’ hit bard too, and 
Brother Williams he'll raise all the hymns an’ do the 
praying ; an’ he does line out hymna beautiful.” 

This made me more comfortable, and it was easy 
enough tq arrange matters with Brother Williams, a 
small, red-headed man—a druggist—a fussy, nervous 
little creature, with a long red nose that he used as 
a Speaking trumpet. Very soon he and Sister Biye 
had arranged all the details; even the hymns were 
chosen, and nine o’clock the hour fixed on. I was 
awfully tired ; but I chose my text, and dreamed out 
my sermon, for by morning the whole thing was in 
my mind—a grand thing, with enough fire and brim- 
stone in it to destroy the universe. ‘ Where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched "—that 
was my text. I tell you, I hav often thought that 
I missed my vocation in not being a preacher. If 
you could hear me once, I believe you would be con- 
verted. yourself. By Jove, sir! all the town was 
there the next -morniug, in a big place like a barn, 
which all creeds used in common. Brother Williams 
was there, and his nose looked longer and redder 
than before. 

We started them off with a hymn; then Brother 
Williams prayed: such a prayer! It was ridiculous, 
sir! I was dying tolaugh. If you could hav heard 
his instructions to the almighty and his fault-finding, 
too—it was awful! But Sister Blye—the way in 
which she groaned and grunted over Brother Will- 
iems's presentation of the shortcomings of the Lord 
was edifying in the extreme. Then we had another 
hymn—a regular dynamite fuse; but nobody showed 
any signs of religion except Sister Blye. Then I 
began. I began quietly but in the deepest voice I 
could muster. First I gave a picture of heaven, 

quoting Milton copiously; but my audience was quiet 
under that, and I realized that they were in a coolly 
critical frame of mind. Further, I realized that I 
had no idea of heaven or eternal bliss or anything 
for that matter. I could not conceive of eternal 
bliss, for the happiest moments of my life had been 
passed in battle. I tell you there's nothing like the 
rush and madness of a charge, and you know that is 
no vision of heaven. I think I failed in my descrip- 
tion of heaven; Bo, according to my plan, I came 
down to this life. I knew that through and through, 
and I flayed humanity alive and rubbed salt in. 
Then they began to prick up their ears and Sister 
Blye looked uneasy. I liked to see it, and a deter- 
mination came over me to do a little good if possible. 
And I believe I did. I gave them the devil for a good 
half hour straight from the shoulder. Then I 
dropped down to hell, and then I made the fur fly. 
I knew sin and remorse. Yes, I knew hell better 
than heaven; it came easy and I drew it strong. In 
twenty minutes that place was like bedlam. 
never heard or seen anything like it and never want 
to again. Such howls and screams and shouting! I 
did not know what to do exactly, for nobody could 
hear me, so I stopped and sat down. ‘Well, sir, little 


—was something of a wag, and he told Williams and 
Sister Blye that we had entered into a partnership, 
and did not want them any more; that we bad con- 
cluded to stop the circus business and teach religion. 


after that, and how wonderfully successful we were. 


ing and singing, and the rest of it. 


I hav. 


Williams, who had been lying flat on the floor howl- 
ing, hopped up as spry as a cricket and lined out a 
hymn. It was the best thing he could hev done; it 
served as a vent for the excitement and they sang 
with a will. Then he prayed and exhorted people to 
come up and be prayed for; in fact, he got up s first- 
class revival on top of my sermon. Then he took up 
a collection, to pay my expenses, he ssid. I don’t 
know how much was given him, but I think he and 
Sister Blye got a very good return for their labors. 
They gave me $5. I refused to preach sny more 
thet day, and fold them I must go on. Well, sir, 
people followed me to the next town—followed to 
hear me preach again, they said. There was a real 
Bsptist preacher there, a very good fellow, who kept 
ashoe shop. He was delighted with the thought of 
a revival; and he and Sister Blye and little Williams 
arranged the program. I had caught on to their 
methods by this time and determined to take up my 
own collections. I did the work and was determined 
to get my pay. We were in that town three days 
and every one of them field days. You never saw 
the like—such a raging, tearing time I hav never 
conceived of. But the funny part was that when 
the collecting time came and I started out on my 
own hook, Sister Blye end Williams and the other 
preacher all dashed after me full tilt and it was sim- 
ply a race; but many refused to giv to anyone but 
me, which made me hav fewer compunctions about 
taking the money, for it showed me that they under- 
stood each other. 

By Jove, sir, at the end of three days everybody 
wanted to be baptized, and I nearly exploded when 
their own preacher told them that there was not 
enough water anywhere short of the Gulf to wash 
away their sins, but that he would do the best he 
could for them in the water-hole outside the town. 

I did not take any hand in that: the official acts I 
did not touch, nor did I ever pray in public; but I 
did not see any harm in telling them their sins, and 
in making them wish they had never been born be- 
cause of the fright I put them in. It was pitiful. 
But I did good; I know I did good; and I made 
money. By this time I had learned all the tricks of 
the trade, and my brother preacher proposed that we 
should agree to work Texas for three months, I do- 
ing the presching, and he doing everything else; 
that we should dismiss Sister Blye and Williams im- 


mediately, and divide the proceeds into two paris in- 


stead of four. That fellow—Stallings was his name 


It was astonishing how much money we made 


The papers took us up: “Stallings and Stiggins,” 
and their grand revivals; their preaching and pray- 
We went from 
town to town in style, lived on the fat of the lend, 
and had as many horses as we wanted. And I added 
a postscript to my sermons that any people who 
changed their creeds under stress of excitement were 
renegades and fools. I wish you could hav seen 
Stallings's face the first time I tacked that on; but 
it took like wildfire. All the preachers in that town 
came to hear me, and thanked me for my sermons; 
and sfier that Stallings and I gave something always 
to every Protestant church in every town, with 
always the proviso that ib was to go to the preacher's 
salary—that much extra. Well, that got out, and 
the effect was miraculous: money flowed in. Don’t 
you see that I did good? Then the scoldings I gave! 
By gad, sir, they should hav taken the skin off. 
Bless your heart, how I went for the people for not 
doing their duty by the ministry! Why, Dante's 
lowest round was nothing to what I promised them 
if they did not do better. 

But the end of it all was wonderful. We were at 
a little town not far from the Louisiana line, and I 
was preaching fire and brimstone for dear life, when 
a face in the congregation caught my eye. It was 
the saddest face I had ever seen; past middle age, 
with sunken cheeks and silver hair. But it was the 
eyes that took hold of: me—big, pitiful brown eyes 
that looked hunted aud starved. 

After I had seen that face I could not preach any- 
thing but comfort and hope: I could not say any- 
thing hard to that woman. When I came out she 
was waiting at the door. 

“I want to speak to you," she said, and took hold 
of myarm. “You come from my part of the country 
—I know it by your voice—and you are a gentleman, 
if you are And she paused. 

“If 1 am an itinerant preacher," I put in. 

“Yes; it does seem strange to me,” she answered, 
frankly; “but you area gentleman, and you come 
from the South Atlantic coast.” 

“Yes,” I admitted, beginning to feel thoroughly 
ashamed of my position; “and is there anything I 
can do for you?” 

“T hav come to you for help,” she answered, 
tremulously, “ because I seemed to recognize you in 
some way ; and yet your name is not & coast name— 
Stiggins—I hav never heard it.” 

“ Outside of ‘ Pickwick,’ ” I amended. “But where 


comes from home, and will help us.” 
ing me to a seat, she went on: “ My name is Vernon 
—one of the South Carolina Vernons, you know." 


do you liv? 
you ?" 
* Just around the corner, we hav one room. 


Oan I go home with you and talk to 
Yes, 


you can come; my daughter is there." 


In five minutes we reached the room—a poor, 


miserable little place, but absolutely clean—and 


sitting there sewing, a young girl, not more than 


eighteen. She looked up in surprise. 


“Mamma !".she said, and I seemed to hear my 


own little sister speaking, so familiar were the ac- 
cents. 


“Thia is Mr. Stiggins, dear, the preacher; he 
Then motion- 


"And your maiden name?" I asked, rising in as- 


tonishment. 


“ Asheburton.” 

* Marion Asheburton ?” 

* Yes," her eyes dilating with wonder. 

“And a long time ago, when I was a little boy, 


you was engaged to Jack Stamper, and he died ?" 


:* Yes—oh, yes! Who are you ?" 
“Willie,” I said—‘ Willie Stamper, the little 


brother; don’t you remember ?" 


“How, then, is your name Stiggins?” said the 


deughter, severely. But the mother asked no ques- 
tions, needed no proofs; she simply fell on my neck, 
and cried as if her heart would break. You see she 
hed gone back to her first love, and her first sorrow 
—had gone back to days when prosperity and lux- 
ury were the rule. 
our stories came out—hers pitiful beyond compare; 
mine, that seemed to grow more vulgar and disgrace- 
ful as I told it. The telling of that story was an 
awful grind until the girl laughed—the sweetest 
laugh I had ever heard. God bless her ! 
destitute—these Vernons—had moved to Texas, and 
the father had died, leaving the mother and child to 
struggle alone, poor things! 
had not tasted of food for twenty-four hours. I 
took charge of them at ones, and sent them to New 
Orleans to wait for me. 
by thst time, but could not break my engagement 
with Stallings, and it lacked a month of being out. 
But I preached for all I was worth that last month, 
and tears and dollars came like rain ; and at the last 
I had literally to run away from Stellings. 
we would make our fortunes if we stayed together; 
but I explained to him that I was not so anxious 
about making money as I was about looking up 
some heathen I knew across the Mississippi. 
parted, and I left Texas with two hundred dollars 
in my pocket, besides what I had sent Mrs. Vernon. 


Poor thing! poor thing! Then 


They were 
When I met them they 


I had a good deal of money 


He said 


So we 


Well, we were married—the girl and I—and came 


home kere to Alabama, where I hav managed to liv 
ever since. 
when I was a preacher, for all my expenses were 
paid, I had horses to ride, I lived on the fat of the 
land, and had more clothes made for me by adoring 
sisters than ever since. 
They are forgotten now, those happy-go-lucky old 
days, and my little wife lived only a year—only a 
year.—Z'rom “An Ex Brigadier,” by SS. B. Elliott. 


But I hav never been as rich as I was 


It was a wonderful time. 


—————— d$ —————— 
No Press Censorship. 
From the Chicago Herald. 


Mr. Sweney, of Iowa, instigated by Anthony 


Comstock, has recently introduced in the House of 
Representativs a bill to amend the law prohibiting 


the sending of obscene publications through the 
United States mails. The proposed amendment ex- 
cludes from the mails “any pamphlet, magazine, 
newspaper, story-paper, or other paper devoted to 
the publication, or principally made up, of criminal 
news, police reports, or accounts of criminal deeds, 
or pictures and stories of immoral deeds, lust, or 
crime.” 

The Herald will support as earnestly as anyone 
every wise and rational measure for the suppression 
of immoral literature. But it believes that this can 
be effected without sacrificing or putting in jeopardy 
the freedom of the press, which would be an infinitly 
greater evil than the other. Mr. Sweney’s proposed 
law, like too many of the United States statutes, is a 
mere drag-net, vague and treacherous enough to dis- 
grace the czar of Russia. If it were enacted, the 
whole newspaper press of this country would exist 
merely by the grace and forbearance of Anthony 
Comstock and the postmasters. Under it, every 
newspaper in Chicago, for instance, during the 
Cronin trial, might bav been excluded from the 
mails. l 

This habit of reducing every crime to an offense 
against the United States mails and allowing it to be 
tried summarily by the postmasters or by the cranks, 
instead of according to law, by the courts, has gone 
far enough. The congressman who favors Mr. 
Sweney’s amendment is a doomed man. 

OO 

Wire regard to politics, properly so called, with 
regard to all that concerns the relations between the 
governing and the governed—between power and 
liberty—1 cannot conceal my opinion, that the influ- 
ence of the church has been baneful.— Guizot. 
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The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book. 


Our readers will be glad to learn that the follow- 
ing chapters in the Pictorial Text-Book, which hay 
been completed during the past week, are the last : 
Heaven. 

Oa the Probation Plan—Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 

Oa the Probation Plan—Scene Inside. 

Into Heaven via Purgatory. 

Hzrr. 

How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 

The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Clerical Surprise Party. 

The Theologians and Skeptics. 

The Devil's Occupation Gone. 

MiscELLANEOUS. 

Talmage’s Petrified Blasphemer—A Religious 
Campaign Story of '86. 

The Futility of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 
doxy. 

The Evolution of a Sacrament. 

A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 

The Women's Christian Temperance Union's 
Crusade. : 

Tools of the Clerical Trade. 

The Modern Balaam. 

The book is now in the hands of the pressmen, 
. and will be out as soon as the mechanics can finish 
their work upon it. 

*. Some of the cuts published during the past four 
years were upon incidents of the day, and their point 
is lost with the lapse of time. These we hav 
omitted, and consequeatly the number falls a little 
below two hundred ; but there are ONE HUNDRED 
AND EIGHTY-FIVE CUTS and accompanying 
each a page of reading-matter—citations of facts, 
statistics, and from historians and scholare—making 
a large and exceedingly useful volume. We call it a 
text-book because it will furnish texts for a thousand 
arguments why the church should be deposed from 
its present position in the country. 

Mr. Watson Heston’s portrait, drawn by himself, 
will ornament the work, which will be sent postpaid 
for $2, 


———— —— 9-4 ————— ——— 


A Foolish Bill. 


Mr. Edmunds, of Vermont, the champion with H. 
W. Blair, of New Hampshire, of the God.in-the- 
Constitution party in the United States Senate, has 
brought into that body a bill for & national univer- 
sity at Washington. The government of the univer- 
sity he would hav vested in a board of regents, 
consisting of the president, the chief justice, the 
cabinet ex oficio, and twelve members appointed by 
a concurrent resolution of Congress. 

One of the provisions of the bill is that no secta- 
rian doctrin or belief shall be taught or promoted in 
the university, but this prohibition shall not exclude 
the study of Christian theology. This is much like 
Senator Blair's Educational amendment which pro- 
vides against the establishment of religion by the 


states, but would force each state to maintain public 
schools wherein should be taught the principles of 
the Christian religion. Evidently Edmunds and 
Blair draw the inspiration for their measures from 
the same source. 

The Sun calls this provision the whimsical part of 
the bill. ‘ Where,” it asks, “does Mr. Edmunds 
expect to find a theological faculty that can teach 
Christian theology without maintaining doctrins 
and beliefs that will be regarded as sectarian by 
Bome-body or other of Christian believers?" and 
answers its own question by saying that “his only 
refuge must be in some vague phrase about the ‘fun- 
damentals of the Christian religion,’ but what seems 
vital and fundamental to one religious communion 
may seem accidental and unessential to another. 
Not even a theological faculty composed of scholarly 
and indifferent Agnostics could avoid the teaching of 
some special dootrins." This is undoubtedly true, 
and a further truth is also stated by the same paper, 
that “Hebrews, not to speak of Agnostics and Athe- 
ists, would be justified in objecting to the teaching 
of Chriatian theology in a national university.” 

Mr. Edmunds's scheme is a preposterous one in 
every way. It is no business of the national govern- 
ment to provide a university education for those 
favored few of the population who could find time 


and means to take it. Such can lock after themselvs. 
or 


Gathering Clouds. 


The opponents of the Bennett law in Wisconsin 
hav more plainly shown the reason for their hostility 
to that measure. At a recent meeting of the North- 
western district of the Lutheran Joint Synod, of 
Ohio, which embraces Wisconsin with other states, 
a series of resolutions was adopted respecting the 
compulsory laws of both Wisconsin and Illinois. 
The objection of the Lutherans to the law, as stated 
by the conference, is that the publie schools are non- 
religious and that itis “a sacred matter of conscience 
to establish and maintain our own Christian schools.” 
The Lutheraner, of St. Louis, says: “The German 
Lutherans are opposed to the Bennett law, not be- 
cause it demands a certain amount of English, but 
because this law is a gross interference of the state 
in the domain of the church. For, according to the 


Bennett law, it is possible to compel parents to edu- 


eate their children in the public schools, where no 
religious instruction is imparted, even if the children 
in the parochial schools know three times as much 
English as the law demands.” Prof. E. J. Wolf, of 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary, in Gettysburg, 
Penn., in an article contributed to the Christian at 
Work, denounces the Bennett law as “a wanton and 
cruel invasion of their [“ pious foreigners’” | sacred 
right to educate their offspring in the best manner 
possible under the abnormal and temporary condi- 
tions.” He says that these “pious foreigners" are 
“denied the inalienable right of teaching their chil- 
dren the oracles of God." He makes the issue one 
of religious liberty, asking: “For what is religious 
liberty if it does not include the privilege of giving 
public religious instruction to the young; if it does 
not allow Christian people to select Christian 
teachers who will daily instruct their offspring in the 
tenets of their religion?” ` 

It will be seen by these extracts that the Luther- 
ans are in the same boat with the Roman Catholics. 
They are opposed to our public schools because the 
schools are not distinctivly religious—though every 
one knows that they teach altogether too much re- 
ligion—and they propose to help destroy them un- 
less they are allowed the “ privilege of giving public 
religious instruction” in them. And so we hav in 
Lutheranism another imperium in imperio, of much 
smaller dimensions, of course, than the Roman Cath- 
olio imperium, but just as viciously disposed toward 
American institutions. It is well to know this, for 
the way to deal with it is made much plainer. 

If it be granted at all that the state has the right 
to educate the children, the Lutherans are hopelessly 
illogical and wrong. And Lutherans, of all others, 
as the Independent points out, should not question 
this right, for Luther himse:f, in a letter written in 
1524, said: “TI maintain that the civil authorities are 
under obligation to compel the people to send their 
children to school.” The only consistent way, there- 
fore, for the Lutherans to oppose the Bennett law is 


to join with the Anarchists in opposing not only the’ 


state’s right to prescribe the curriculum, but its right 
to meddle with educational matters at all. Denying 


this last, it can goon to deny everything and land in 
anarchy ; or it can go the other way and maintain its 
own right to control the state. Undoubtedly, the 
latter is the course it will pursue. 

There is, sooner or later, bound to be trouble, and 
grave trouble, in this country between the church 
and state. Grant spoke prophetically when he said 
that if we are to hay another contest in the near 
future of our national existence, the dividing line 
would not be Mason and Dixon’s, but between 
patriotism and intelligence on the one side, and 
superstition, ambition, and ignorance on the other. 
This contest is rapidly approaching, and it is to be 
between the forces Grant predicted. Roman Osthol- 
icism, reinforced by all the sects whose medieval 
dooirins compel them to keep their people ignorant 
and in mental bonds, will stand in the forefront on 
one side; on the other, the front rank will be the 
enlightened hosts of Liberalism, backed by all the 
progressiv and persecuted religious bodies. There 
is no way to escape this conflict but by promptly 
secularizing the government, refusing all direct and 
indirect subsidies to the sects, and secularizing the 
schools, while granting all the privilege of educating 
their children in their own manner at their own ex- 
pense. Do these things and the trouble is averted. 
Refuse to do them and the differences must be settled 
in the heat of passion by the victory of the strong- 
est; and it is by no means certain that blood will not 


be shed. 
— 9-8 9———— ———— 


Missionary Opportunities. 

Dr. À. G. Byers, before the Baltimore conference 
of charities and corrections, told some plain truths 
which hav hurt the feelings of the church folks of 
that place. After explaining why the politicians do 
not take much interest in the work of the society 
(principally, we should suppose, because penal 
prisoners cannot vote while serving their sentences, 
and when at liberty are chiefly directed by Catholic 
priests), Dr. Byers paid his respects to the clergy in 
these words : 

** Tf you direct the question to ecclesiastical organizations, 
the result would be but little different, for the modern church 
is occupied with the discussion of beliefs, with projects for 
captivating the eye and ear of the world, with diligent effort 
and liberal contributions for entering the city of the Samar- 
itans, and for going into the way of the gentiles rather than 
for beginning at home. "The utmost &mbition is manifested 
to secure popular preaching, but comparativly little attention 
is given to healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, raising the 
dead, or casting out devils. 

t There is one exception to this rule if applied to far-away 
conditions of human degradation and suffering. India is to- 
day attracting far more attention than Indiana, and yet in- 
vestigations made and reported to this conference within the 
past three years by Mr. McCulloch indicate conditions of 
social degradation and human depravity that could scarcely 
be surpassed in pagan lands or smong savage tribes. I trust 
T shall not be understood as holding forth Indiana as worse 
than other communities. The reference is made simply 
because the facts had been ascertained and set forth. It 
may be possible that when these moral and social conditions 
can be seen they baffle hope.” 

We trust that the churches will heed the advice of 
Dr. Byers and endeavor to perform a few miracles, 
such as raising the dead, and reforming the Roman 
Catholics and the Protestant deacons and Sunday- 
school superintendents in the penitentiaries. Wa 
promis to faithfully report all successful attempts. 

As to the hypocrisy of Christian solicitude for far- 
away peoples, that has long been a matter of ridicule 
by the worldly, who wonder that the condition of 
the “heathen” in India, Japan, and Africa, should so 
excite the sympathies of the pious, while the ten- 
thousandfold more miserable condition of millions in 
“Christian” countries attracts no notice. A good 
sample of this is the petition to the ezar of Russia to 
ameliorate the condition of prisoners in Siberia while 
in some states of our own Union the dungeons and 
knoutings of the Russian penal system are duplicated. 
We desire to aid Dr. Byers in calling the attention 
of the church to that saying in its holy book relativ 
to motes and beams; though perhaps it would over- 
look the mote and see the beam more quickly if at 
the same time it could see how a dollar is to be made 
for the ministers by alleviating the human misery at 
our own doors. 

But, at any rate, the church ought to make the 
attempt to clear its skirts of the suspicion of hypoo- 
risy in this mission work which now clings to them. 
And it can do this the more readily, and lose nothing, 
because all the world is about convinced that foreign 
missions are the synonym of humbug, and valuable 
only in furnishing soft berths for officers of mission 
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societies, chances to trade for the men sent to 
“heathen” countries, and an excuse for begging 
money from children and benevolent people who are 
deluded by the notion that the church is doing useful 
work. Let's hav aome domestic missions which shall 
save the criminals of our own country, remove the 
plague-spots in our cities, and giv to every individual a 
chance to earn living and the opportunity to enjoy 
it when he has earned it. The Japanese do not need 
help ; the Ohristian Irish and Italians who hav come 
over here do need it, if those in this city are fair 


sample. 
eam aa aa 9———————— 


Brazil and Peru. 

The new government cf Brazil continues to hold 
its own against the venomous assaults of Catholic 
tongues and pens throughout the world. Thechurch 
people are writhing in pain and résentment at the ex- 
pulsion of ecclesiasticism from the government. 
They produce no end of arguments in support of 
their claim to the parochial stipends whose discon- 
tinuance has been enacted. 

We may hope that the noble strides along the 
path of progress taken by Brazil, will incite other 
nations to imitation. A voice from Peru betokens 
the stirring of some such intentions there. It hav- 
ing been rumored that the Jesuits will be expelled 
from Brazil, the Lima, Peru, Nacion says: 

“It would form an example Peru should imitate, by not 
only decreeing that the Jesuits should leave the country, 
but strictly enforcing the law in this respect, since we hav a 
law in existence which defines in a proper manner that Jes- 
uits should not be allowed in the republic.” 

It is with rejoicing and hope that we view every 
mark of the workiug of new thought in these and all 
their sister nations. Meanwhile there is in present 
appearances at home sufficient to call forth our own 
most anxious and earnest efforts to contend with the 
great institution of dishonesty, ignorance, and intol- 


erance, the Roman church, in our own country itself. 
et 


Slate Writing. 


It seems that our article, *In Search of a Spirit,” 
in the current Trova Serer ANNUAL has stirred up 
the discussion in spirit manifestations again. Mr. 
McArthur has in this issue a rejoinder to some com- 
ments of ours upon his criticism of that article, and 
we hav followed hig rejoinder with an extract from & 
German paper which reveals some of cne medium’s 
peculiar methods. 

So far as our personal share in this controversy is 
concerned, we are through talking about the 
phenomena, and are calmly waiting for Mr. Mo- 
Artbur to fulfill his promis to find a medium who 
will produce writing on slates under the simple con- 
ditions that the medium is not to take the slates 
from Our possession, nor open them, nor to in any 
manner touch them except to put his hands upon 
them to connect the power. As it has been stated 
of all slate-writing mediums that they do this, the 
“test” ig nothing but a compliance with their “ con- 
ditions,” and there ought, therefore, to be no diffi. 
culty in obtaining communications in the manner 
described. 

Regarding Mr. Slade’s sleight-of-foot, we do not 
believe that Deutschland’s explanation is borne out in 
full by facts, but we do believe that Mr. McArthur 
is at a much greater distance from actuality in pooh- 
poohing the possibility that Slade’s foot is an impor- 
tant factor in tke alleged manifestations of spirits in 
his mediumistic presence. But there is no use of 
multiplying words in the matter; Slade will not 
allow his methods to be examined, and there is little 
hope of getting at the genesis of Slade’s phenomena. 

ooo 


The Two in Bonds. 


A bill of exceptions in the Harman “trial” has 
been made out by Mr. Overmyer, and he has strong 
‘hopes of obtaining a new and a real trial for the 
unfortunate editor of Lucifer. The motion will be 
argued in June, and if it is granted Mr. Harman will 
be released on bail. In the mean time, unless the 
lawyers think it will prejudice the case, petitions to 
President Harrison for a pardon will be circulated. 
Mr. Harman is in the penitentiary at Lansing, 
shorn of his beard and dressed in prison garb. The 
change in his mode of life has made him so ill that 
he has not been able to add to the revenue of Kan- 
sas by his manual labor. But, broken in health 
though he is, his spirit is strong, and he prefers to 
stay five years in jail rather than admit that he has 
done anything wrong. 


Since receiving the letter from Mr. Heywood, 
printed on another page, the following has come to 
hand from him: 

** PRINOETON, Mass., May 19, Y.L. 18. 

“To THE EDITOR or Taz Terura BERKER, Sir: During my 
absence from home last week deputy United States Marshal 
F. X. Macdonald came here with a warrant for me Friday 
morning. When told I was not at home he spoke of search- 
ing the house, but finally asked Mrs. Heywood if I would 
not come to Boston voluntarily and get bail Saturday. At 
5:40 4 M. I started for Boston; found Walter C. Wright, O. 
A. Mann, and with them my bondsman. I walked into 
arrest at 11 a.m. Bond, $1,000; alleged offense, mailing 
Words. Judge Hallett’s mind seeming to be immovable (as 
of old), I waived preliminary hearing, and the case goes to 
the grand jury to-morrow. So you gee the United States as 
well as the state hounds are uponus. Trial some time in 
June, probably. 

‘*Comstock was in Worcester yesterday. He lectured 
twice to many Christians and credited God with all he had 
done. I trust God appreciates the taffy. E. H. Hzywoop.” 


Who ever heard of a real criminal in whom an 
officer had sufficient confidence to rely for his ap- 
pearance upon a simple invitation to come end be 
put in prison? The piling up of indictments shows it 
to be another persecution by Comstock ; and to drag 
a man into two courts, and to seek to punish him 
twice for the same offense, is evidence that the prose- 
cution is purely malicious. Mr. Heywood is to be 
condemned for having placed himself in Comstock’s 
power by printing the vulgar letter, but his hound- 
ing by Comstock’s ecclesiastical smut society is a 
thousand times worse. It is a misuse of suthority, 


which the courts ought not to tolerate. 
————— 9-4 —— —— ——— 


Editorial Notes. 

Ovr Chicago friends can now find a very complete assort- 
ment of books published by the Truth-Seeker Company at 
the store of the P. O. News Company, 101 and 108 Adams 
street. 


Tue three excise commissioners of this city hav been in- 
dicted for misdemeanor, consisting, as charged, of willful 
neglect of official duties. They are all Tammany Hall men, 
and Tammany Hall, do not forget, is the political.side of 
Roman Catholicism in this burg. 


Tue Christian Statesman says: 

“The popular capacity for being fooled is marvelous.” 

That’s the truest statement we recollect to hav ever seen in 
that journal. It must be true; how else could there be 
nearly twenty million believers in Christianity, 7.e., church- 
members, in this country ? 


In the debate on the silver question in the United States 
Senate last week, Senator Sherman said : 

* I do regard silver, as well as gold; as one of the metals chozen 
by the almighty for currenoy.” 

The Herald calls this citing high authority, but we should 
like to know when, where, and how any almighty chose any 
form of currency. It is such claptrap utterances as this by 
Senator Sherman that makes men ridiculous. 


Tus preachers of Newark recently waited upon the editor 
of the Press-Register, and requested him to suppress the 
reports of the lectures at the Newark Liberal League and of 
H. O. Pentecost. 'The editor was pusillanimous enough to 
comply. It reveals the smallness of the preachers, that they 
will resort to such despicable ways as this to suppress com- 
mon sense, and it also reveals very plainly that they are 
afraid of the heretics. Perhaps the consciousness has at last 
crept over them that their religion is without a fact behind 
it, and that the people are finding it out. 

——————— 


Tue Lutheran church in Chicago is going into politics to 
oppose the Illinois compulsory education law. The particu- 
lar clause aimed at is the one requiring all the common 
branches td be taught in the English language. The Luther- 
ans will try to nominate and elect members of the legislature 
in a number of the northern districts, hoping to elect enough 
members pledged to a modification of the Compulsory Edu- 
cation law to control] the balance of power in the legislature 
and force their point. The Lutherans are almost all Repub- 
licans, but in this they expect the aid of the German Catho- 
lics, who are largely Democrats, and between the two forces 
it is thought half a dozen districts can be carried. 


Tue priests of New Brunswick, N. J., hav announced 
that Catholic children who attended the public schools would 
not be confirmed. The priests hav taken this step to compel 
Catholic parents to withdraw their children from public 
schools and send them to their parochial schools. Bishop 
O'Farrell, who was in New Brunswick on Sunday, it is un- 
derstood upholds the priests in their action to compel Catho- 
lic parents to keep their children out of the public schools. 
Some of the Catholics of the city openly announce their in- 
tention of disobeying the priests’ orders, and say they will 
continue to send their children to the public schools solely 
because they can get a better education there than in the 
parochial schools. We trust that this spirit may spread. 
If it does not the priests will bring up among us a lot of 
slaves who know nothing but the catechism and the way to 
the contribution-box. 


One of the little swindles which the churches are con- 
stantly perpetrating upon the people of this city, and almost 
everywhere else, was consummated by the help of the last 
legislature—a legislature which for disgraceful deals and | 


general disregard of political decency, has not been paral- 
leled for many years. Like many church swindles, this one 
is in the form of an exemption. There is a law compelling 
all owners of buildings who dig under the sidewalks and 
construct vaults to pay seventy-five cents per square foot for 
the privilege. Governor Hill has signed & bill exempting 
churches from this payment, and now the churches can hav 
half the street for nothing. It is such a petty swindle that 
it must occur to the taxpayers that they are tossing pennies 
to beggars. The injury to the giver is nothing compared to 
the loss of self-respect on the part of the mendicant—that is, 
if religious mendicants possess any self-respect. 


Tue Liberals of Texas will hold a convention at Waco 
July 15th to the 17th. The object of the gathering, Mr, 
Shaw says, is “ to inaugurate a system of positiv, tolerant 
thought, ethical culture, and practica! benevolence, in which 
all Liberal-minded people can unite and work in harmony 
for the moral elevation, intellectual improvement, physical 
amelioration, social well-being, and consequent happiness of 
the human race. Therefore, the following subjects will no 
doubt be discussed in such order as may be agreed upon by 
those in attendance: 1. Is an organization practicable? 2. 
On what basis shall it be established? 3. What particular 
aims are to be attained by it? 4. What methods of work 
will be most ‘effectiv in the attainment of itsaims?” The 
Liberals of Waco are appealed to by Mr. Shaw to make the 
occasion pleasant to their state visitors. ‘‘ One thing,” says 
the editor of the Pulpit to his home friends, ‘‘ we feel as- 
sured of is that you will not be ashamed of your guests, 
In point of intelligence, moral rectitude, and general re. 
spectability, we think they will compare favorably with any 
gathering Waco has ever had, and our present solicitude is 
centered solely in the task of entertaining them as they de- 
serve.” 


W. E. Rei, the medium at Grand Rapids, Mich., con. 
victed of fraudulently using the mails in advertising to ob- 
tain answers from spirits to sealed letters, has been refused a 
new trial. The sentence has not yet been pronounced. 
The full penalty of the offense is $500 fine and eighteen 
mouths’ imprisonment, and it is the opinion of many, says 
the Grand Rapids Daily Democrat, that Dr. Reid will get 
the full dose. An appeal can be made to the United States 
circuit court, but it would be only & matter of form, as 
Judge Jackson has already passed upon the case. From 
there, it can be taken to the United States Supreme Court, 
but as that court is several years behind in its work, Reid's 
case cannot be reached until long after his time is served. 
After his sentence is pronounced, he will hav to go behind 
the bars at once. The attorneys for the defense, however, 
state that they will at once begin to prepare the case to go 
up, &nd will probably carry it to the United States Supreme 
Court on a motion for certiorari and babeas corpus. This 
would bring the case to a hearing at once, probably after 
Reid has served only three'months. They hav hopes of 
saving him the rest of the sentence. This is another case 
whose force lies in the application of the principles laid 
down. If the Jaw should be impartially applied every Ro- 
man Catholic priest advertising to say masses for pay would 
go to jail, and all the Spiritual mediums likewise. It is an 
attempt on the part of the government to continue the con- 
nection between certain people and their money, when they. 
ought to be allowed to suffer the consequences of their folly. 
It is no legitimate part of the government’s province to say 
that spirits do not communicate with their living friends, 
and the Spiritualists ought to take more interest in this case 
than they hav done, for if it be admitted as a precedent 
their liberty to choose their own supernatural faith is seri- 
ously impaired. 


Ir the facts related in the following from the Cleveland, 
O., Sunday World were reversed, the pious would see in it 
the “hand of the Lord :” ‘‘ The man giving his name as T. 
Hackett, who was refused transportation at the expense of 
the infirmary department, applied for aid at the mayor's 
office on Saturday, and told an extremely strange story of 
his trials and misfortunes. Hackett is in some respects a 
bright man, and has a good education. For some time pre- 
vious to the last five years he was employed by a large 
Buffalo manufacturing house and had a good position. He 
claims to hav had his duty in life providentially suggested 
to him. He was struck with the idea that some one should 
go through the country and lecture to overcome the baneful 
influence of Bob Ingersoll’s lectures. He gave up work and 
at once began to write a lecture which he thought would 
make him famous and honored throughout the country. 
For about four years he labored on this lecture, spending all 
the money he had previously saved for the support of his 
wife and child. Just as the money was about all gone the 
lecture was completed and he fixed on Cincinnati, as a city 
thoroughly wicked enough to need his help. He hired a hall 
there but says that on account of bad weather his aucience 
was small and he did not make expenses. Some one, how- 
ever, criticised his lecture and pointed out flaws init. These 
he has since endeavored to remedy. His Cincinnati lecture 
was given on November 15th, and it was only a week ago 
that he was satisfied that his revision of his work was com- 
plete. He lectured then in Dayton, but the weather or some 
other cause again kept his audience small, and he was obliged 
to pay out his last cent for expenses. The infirmary depart- 
ment at Dayton sent him to this city, as he desired to go to 
Niagara Falls. Mayor Gardner had not returned Saturday 
morning, but his clerk Charles McNeiry sent the man to- 
gether with his wife and child on to Rochester en route for 
his desired destination.” Probably the next thing we shall 
hear of the man he will be applying to Colonel Ingersoll for 
help to feed his wife and child, and no doubt that great- 
hearted individual would grant it, for he is a much more 
real providence to à lot of people than ever Jehovah was. 
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Zellers fram friends. 


EvnEEKA, Car., April 27, 1889. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $2, for the picture book 
as soon as published. Yours truly, ARTHUR W. Hitt. 


Crete, Nzs., April 26, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed is $8 ‘as a new subscription I 
hav procured you. If Ican get you a few more subscribers 
here I will cheerfully do so. Henry G. QINDRA. 


New Hanrronp, Ia., May 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed is $5 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year to my address, and for a new subscriber, who votes 
for pictures. Me. Prercs. 


Revo, Nev., May 1, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: Find inclosed $9, for which send three copies 
of the book of pictures to the addresses inclosed, and the 


other books named. Present fifty cents to Heston. 
H.8. Wnienr. 


CanrHaGE, Mo., May 1, 1890. 
Mz. Evrror: We are so delighted with the grand old 
` paurH SEEKER that we cannot afford to lose a single copy. 
For my part, we will take it with or without the pictures, 
but I vote in favor of continuing the cartoons. I think that 
no thinking person can be offended by the pictures, as they 
are very mild, though they strike direct from the shoulder 
to the smelling-machine of those bigoted old sky-pirates. 
In unbelief, with the best wishes for success to Heston and 
the best paper published on this side of the Atlantic, 
Yours truly, AporPR Rorson. 


Norra PrATTE, Nzs., March 1, 1899. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been a Freethinker nearly all my life, 
and hav constantly been hampered by the Christian element 
of this country in regard to my religious views. Lately 1 
hav purchased a few copies of Taz TRUTHS BEEKEE, and hav 
found just what I want. I am a school-teacher, and hav 
devoted little time to reading, except educational works, 
and as a result I was much surprised to find my views cor- 
eborated by so many. I hav been greatly amused at the 
xtreme ignorance of the greater part of this community and 

at what they based their claims on. W. O. Wisner. 


Lamont, Ia., March 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: The world is full of extremes. Some be- 
- lieve in nothing that they call God; others claim to disbelieve 
in a God. Some teach that there is a never-ending hell; 
others believe that there is no hell and no devil. Now,I 
believe that to keep between extremes is the golden mean. 
I think it best to believe in a God who created the universe, 
to accept the evidences in the works of creation in this re. 
gard, as Mr. Paine showed in his ** Age of Reason,” and to 
observe the Golden Rule. "Then if there are any God, any 
hereafter, etc., we will stand a better show than if we went 
on extremes. W. C. LANYON. 


BosroN, Mass., May 18, 290. 
Mr. Eprroz: Another of ‘‘ the old guard” of Abolitionism 
for chattel slavery and of Freethought for mental.slavery, 
has gone to his well-earned rest, Dr. Simeon Palmer, of Bos. 
ton—the S. Palmer of many TRuTB8 BERKER articles and the 
** Senex ” of many Investigator ones—having deceased on the 
- 9th inst., aged seventy-seven years. He’ now lies in that 
spot rendered forever sacred to Liberals, because of its be- 
ing the last resting-place of grand old Horace Seaver, viz., 
Forest Hills cemetery, and he, like the glorious old heroes 
of the Investigator and Trutu SEEKER, left the most splen- 
did of heritages for us who remain, viz., an inheritance of 
true liberty for both mind and body, and without which all 

else is worthless. ^ A Gzo. N. Hirr. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., May 80, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: And the spirit saith, blessed are they that 
hav faith and do not trust the wrong fellow, for verily they 
are not to be disappointed. Amen. Selah. If this is nota 
scripture quotation, I am quite sure that our good friend 

' John Peck will agree with me that it is a darned sight truer 
than a great deal that might be quoted. All of which be- 
ing interpreted meaneth that I am very, very much obliged 
to you for your kindness in sending me the paper you 
so very ably publish. 

I do not want to flatter you, Brother Macdonald, but I must 
say that I indorse heartily the strongest commendations that 
any of your correspondents hav written. THE TRUTH SEBKER 
just suits me, and I sincerely hope—and would pray if I 
knew anyone to pray to—that you may liv long to edit it, 
and do the work you are so well qualified for and which the 
need of humanity so much requires to be done. 

s | J. R. Barry. 


Reapine, Kan., May 6, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I vote for Heston and both cartoons, as it is 
easier to comprehend by pictorial representation than volu- 
minous reading. ‘‘ Having many things to write to you” 
(2 John 12) and to the TRUTH Szexzr family, I will select 
only a few things. First, I rejoice over the decision of the 
supreme court of Wisconsin regarding the Bible in public 
schools, as it is not & text-book nor a moral guide, and will 
be a bone of contention as long as it will hav believers. 
Every Liberal should stand up for his rights, as the opposit 
element starid and sacrifice for their idol on this subject. I 
hav oftentimes been called a crank. I tell them it takes 
cranks to turn this world. E 

Second, I will say that the oath should be changed to 
affirmation, as no honest man wants the help of a God to tell 
the truth or perform his duty. Punishment here is more 


dreaded than in the hereafter, because the Christian evil. doer 
hopes for remission of all his sins, in which all believers hav 
faith. ‘ 

I hav failed to obtain a new subscriber, as money is 
scarce except for church purposes. W. O. Davrzs. 


Braok Jaox Grove, Tex., May 6, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: I would not be without the Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER for three times its value. It is the best paper I ever 
read. lam alone in the cause here at this place, with the 
exception of one man who borrowed of me and read ‘‘ The 
Age of Reason.” But often I am rejoiced by meeting a 
traveling man whose mind has been freed from the clouds 
and darkness of superstition. I know from experience how 
free a man feels who has been loosed from such bonds. My 
Christian friend feels very badly hurt because I can see no 
point or grounds upon which to base my faith in the reason- 
ableness and justice of the scheme of redemption. Some. 
say that belongs to the divine arcana. Itis a shame that 
a man is reproached by his fellow-man because his reason 
revolts against such stuff as is contained in that old book of 
lies. May you prosper in the work and cause of intellectual 

freedom. Yours ever, JOSEPH SLIDHAM. 


Horon, 8. Dax., March 7, 1890. 

Mr. EpirroR: As we are to hav & vast display of all prod. 
ucts of the loom and workshop, all showing the evolution 
of mankind from one degree of intelligence to another, why 
can we not hav a display showing the evolution of mankind 
from darkness to light? Leta display be made of the ap- 
pliances used by the Inquisition—the rack, thumb.screw, 
and all the instruments of torture; hanging the witches; 
wax figures of the burning of Servetus; drowning the 
Quakers and hanging them. All these would serve to edu- 
cate the young, and interest the old folks, too. Cannot our 
foreign Liberals see to it that such an exhibition can be made? 
Why not demonstrate the march of mind in theology as well 
as in mechanics? Why notshow the falsehoods of the past, 
the tyranny of the church in the fourteenth century as well 
as the enlightenment of the nineteenth? By all means let 

such an exhibit be made. 
The pictures are all right. 
Respectfully yours, 


Keep them going. 
A. H. Rispon. 


Derroir, Mion., May 15, 1890. 

Mr. Eniror: Please allow me to correct the corrections 
of our friend, C. H. Greene, of Rochester, Mich., about 
woman suffrage in Kansas. I think Brother Greene is 
somewhat too previous with his criticisms. Kansas is a large 
state, and has been boomed for many years by the money- 
lenders, whose great object always is to make cities as places 
to put banks (pawn-shops), to create debts, to increase ex- 
penses and taxes, whereby to compel the people more often 
to borrow bankers’ (pawn-shop) tickets, putting their prop. 
erty in pawn therefor. At least, Mr. Greene makes one mis- 
take in saying that Kansas City is in Missouri. It is true 
that there is a Kansas City in Missouri. There is also a 
Kansas City in Kansas. The two cities are near each other, 
West Kansas City being separated from Kansas City, Kan., 
by the Kansas, or Kaw river, which divides Missouri from 
Kansas, where it empties into the Missouri river, Kaneas 
City, Kan., and Kansas City, Mo., being situated on the 
same side of the Missouri river. I hav been in bot 

J. H. 
Quinoy, ILL., April 6, 290. 

Mr. EpirOoR: I notice in one of my Liberal papers that 
you expect some time in the near future to publish the rich- 
est of your pictures as they from week to week appeared in 
Tux TRurH SEEKER in book form. Put me down for a copy 
if the price is reasonable. Those that I hav had the pleasure 
of seeing are well worthy of an art gallery. 

I hav read over Chapter III in the Presbyterian Confession 
of Faith two or three times, and I cannot see any sense in 
revising the creed until they pitch the Bible overboard, 
where it ought to hav gone centuries ago. Some years ago 
an uncle of mine, a sea captain, took on board at New York 
two casks. The ship was. bound for Valparaiso. Having 
arrived at his destination and no one having called for the 
two casks, the heads were knocked in. They were found to 
contain Bibles. Not having any use for such stuff, my uncle 
ordered them thrown overboard. The next time you read 
statistics of how many Bibles hav been sent to the heathen, 
you can account for two large casks full. And there is no 
doubt that this way of getting them into the hauds of the so- 
called heathen has often been practiced. ‘‘ The fool and his 
money are soon parted” fits this case as snug as two peas in 
a pod. Yours for truth, Joun L. Moors. 


MonsTREAL, March 21, 1890. 

Mz. Epitror: For the inclosed sum of money kindly mail 
me as soon as possible one copy of the ** Age of Reason.” 
I am sending for it at the request of a young friend of mine 
who, up to but a short time ago, was a strict church-goer, 
made so by strictly religious parents, and the influence of 
their ‘* beloved ” pastor, but who, through the agency of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, to which I am a subscriber, and of which I 
occasionally hav lent him a copy, and the more forcible than 
eloquent manner in which I explained certain things which 
he had hitherto been made to understand should not be sub- 
ject to investigation, has come to the conclusion that in the 
teachings he received at the earlier s'age of his existence 
there is a ** nigger in the fence” somewhere. So much for 
the first grand principles of Freethought, common sense, and 
reason. Eventually I hope to secure for you a subscriber to 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, in the person of this young man, and 
this would be quite a victory for me, as the districts in which 
he and I liv are hotbeds of adherents to the “ Holy Roman” 
and Protestant churches. In the opinions of members of 


` 
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both the latter, I am a blacker sheep than any that ever has 
yet found his way into their midst, and wel! do I recollect 
one party telling me that at the close of my earthly existence 
the devil would hav great fun chasing me around the rocks 
of damnation. Jonn R. Conway. 
Coxcoorn, N. C., March 20, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I wrote you several days since in regard to 
an uneducated drummer, Mr. Fife, who has been a gambler, 
drunkard, etc., coming to Concord and holding forth in the 
Methodist church, lampooning everybody à læ Sam Jones. 
Mr. Fife is what I term a religious tramp, who wears good 
clothes and stops at the best hotels, and carries off lots of 
the ‘‘In God We Trust,” he having secured $280 for ten 
days’ abuse of everybody except the preachers. He caused 
a big excitement, the result of which was one woman, & 
married lady, Mrs. F. A. Archibald, losing her reason and 
having to be taken to the asylum. How sad, how sad to 
her husband, family, and friends! But not sad.to the evan- 
gelist, whose object, like Sam Jones’s, is to gather in the 
shekels. Outside of this sad case of insanity he made 
uncalled-for remarks about Rev. Mr. Campbell, of the 
Lutheran church, and his congregation, which hav stirred up 
bad feeling here which will take a good while to heal. One 
of the pillars of the Methodist church here is a man who 
failed in business in 1876 and swindled his creditors out of 
$15,000. Helivsin a $3,000 house ona $2,000 lot, all belonging 
to his wife. Mr. Bill Fife failed to make this pillar of the 
church honest enough to pay his debts or any part of them. 
This was not the kind of game Mr. Fife was after, but no 
doubt this pillar (pilleger) shelled out a V or an X to the 
religious tramp. How disgusting to us Liberals tu see hon- 
esty and justice trampled into the mire, and corruption sit- 
ting on the housetop basking in the sunshine of popular 
honor. J. W. Mswarrsy. 


Beavrort, S. C., March 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: It was about the ist of July, 1838, that I 
went North to pass the summer, to the beautiful village of 
Liberty, N. Y., up among the Kattskills. A new Catholic 
church had recently been erected there, and neatly and com- 
modiously finished and consecrated, with a high and flam- 
ing cross on the top of the steeple. It is truly a handsome 
and elegant building. I thought one day, I would walk up 
and take a survey of things. As I went round the church, 
I discovered the fragments of a dirty old box that looked 
like a pine board coffin, such as is generally got in Christian 
parishes in which to bury paupers, and church-members 
who hav never done much—being of the Lazarus breed —to 
support the church. The aforesaid box was empty save a 
lot of dirty straw and a large quantity of old rags, ootton, 
and shavings that were in the box and out of it on every 
side. I had a great curiosity to know what had been in the 
box, which, after a little peering about, to my utter amaze- 
ment, I discovered to hav been ‘‘ Mary, the mother of God.” 
To be perfectly satisfled, I had only to look in the church, 
and lo, there she stood at the left of the altar with her baby, 
the little God, in her arms, dressed up as a sort of wax figure 
doll, and not by any means so well done as are some of the 
dolls got up for our children for Christmas presents; but as 
it was the real baby Jesus of the church, we could not 
doubt. ; 

he holy Virgin herself was a very shabby affair, and such 
y no means answered to our idea of the mother 
o God, and looked as if some of nature's journeymen had 
made it, they had ‘‘ imitated nature so abominably.” The 
holy mother had one leg thrust forward with the foot and 
toe 80 as to be convenient for the worshipers to kiss. This 
was the mother of God, the holy Virgin that came in the old 
dirty box, straw, rags, and shavings. How the manufact- 
urers of this holy mother must hav laughed as they looked 
at it and stowed it away. OF course, all other Catholic 
churches hav their holy Virgin, but theira are all shams; 
this was the real Simon pure, the identical “ mother of 
God.” 

But what was my astonishment to learn that, about a week 
ere this, God had so little respect for this same church as to 
strike it with lightning, knocking the tower and the cross 
into flinders, killing two men while working in the church, 
and nearly killing a third, and knocking his holy mother 
and her baby clear off their stool, to the utter grief and 
wonder of the faithful ! 

Now, we suggest that this was not quite doing the clean 
thing for God to treat his own mother and his own baby- 
self in this unhandsome and scurvy way, for it took nearly 
all summer, and a goodly sum of dimes, Peter’s Pence, and 
hard labor to put things to rights after the holy mother and 
baby were set up again. - However, it did not quite amount 
to matricide, as the mother and child did not seem to be 
much the worse for the undutiful, shocking, and strangely 
ungrateful and inconsiderate outrage, and came out as good 
as new, without a word to say. E. Case. 

GRANTFORK, IrL., March 19, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: After reading John Peck’s criticism on J. 
W. Reed’s sermon, which appears in Tas TRUTH BSggkER of 
the 19th ult., I felt so deeply impressed with Mr. Peck’s bold, 
honest, and yet moderate remarks that I hav been impelled 
to add a few of my own. Some, even amongst the Liberals, 
so called, hav found fault with Mr. Peck for his severity, as 
some do object to the irony, sarcasm, and ridicule of Heston’s 
cartoons. As I started out very young to labor for the Lord 
and to save souls, honestly believing the Bible to be the 
word of God, because I was taught so, I am sure I ama 
pretty good judge of the proper manner to reach every class, 
and will proceed to giv my opinion. First try reason. That 
will convince where those attracted are endowed wilh that 
faculty. But there are so many like Mr. Reed, who know 
better but for the loaves and fishes will nat down. Then by 
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what means can such rascals be reached? There are three 
—they must be bribed or shamed or starved out. Of course, 
had ‘we the necessary means we would be courteous enough 
to bribe or hire the rascals to quit humbugging the people, 
but as we hav not we must appeal to the other two plans, 
and as they are as a rule men that do not know or acknowl- 
edge there is such a word as shame, the last resort is with 
the common people, that we may effectually starve out the 
leeches. I started, as I suppose Mr. Reed did, with all 
honesty, but when I got in company with men who made 
money their bobby (for I would not hav a cent for my 
services), I got ashamed of the delusion they were practicing. 

Now, in addition to what Mr. Peck has said, I will state 
for the benefit of Mr. Reed that although I hav five fatherless 
children and hav been compelled by sheer poverty to liv 
separate from them; suffer from publishing $90 worth of 
books at a clear loss to me, and from constantly buying and 
giving away Infidel books free; and although I am now pre- 
paring to go to the soldiers’ home on account of being un- 
able to make a living, yet I will try and send the Lord a few 
dollars if Mr. J. W. Reed will answer me the following 
questions satisfactorily: 1. What is God's need that he must 
hav money? 2. In what way are remittances required to be 
sent, by registered letter, postal note, money order, or bank 
draft, payable to the Lord or to J. W. Reed? What is the 
Lord’s post-office address? Shall I get a return receipt 
when the Lord gets the money? Please let me know just 
how much the Lord is short, as times are hard and we can 
not afford anything for contingencies. Also, the Lord must 
giv bond as security. In case there should be a surplus a just 
dividend will be made and each donor will get his dues in 
return, As Mr. Peck intimated that it is Mr. Reed instead 
of the Lord receiving the money, then we want to know how 
the Lord is benefited. Does the Lord wear Mr. Reed’s old 
clothes when they are no Jonzer fit for Mr. Reed, and can the 
Lord utilize the food Mr. Reed has eaten? These are very 
important questions. We want to know just what is right 
in relieving the Lord’s suffering. Mr. Reed, a servant of 
the Lord, then must be a thief, for to beg by and through 
deceit is as great a crime as larceny. We hope the people 
will look at these things in the light of common gense, and 
should the Lord call on them, then giv. 

Ex-Rzv. Josepa N. MAXEY. 


Bronston, Ky., March 11, 1890. 

Mr. Evrror: I hav never been more surprised than I was 
on reading a letter in the Tat TRUTA SEEKER of the 8th inst., 
written by A. Moot, of 8t. Catharines, Ont. Friend Moot 
must hav totally misconstrued a letter of mine in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of January 1st, and yet that letter was so plain that 
a wayfaring man, though a crank, need not hav erred 
therein. I said in that letter, I believe it to be a matter of 
fact that there is not a sensible man or woman on earth but 
is perfectly willing to believe that there is a personal God 
somewhere that hears the prayers of man, and can grant or 
reject them. Now, here is what Mr. Moot says after reading 
the above: “ You hav said you believe it to be a fact, etc., 
that there isa personal God somewhere.” I said no such 
thing. Mr. Moot ought to hav seen from my letter that I 
was auxious to hav Talmage and others like him called on 
to produce this evidence about a prayer-answering God. 
The belief in the efficacy of prayer is the main lever by 
which priestcraft is enabled to enslave and fleece the masses. 
Mr. Moot complains that I hav not produced one fact, and 
then says, ‘‘Tben why do you harp such ignorance and 
traditional nonsense?” I did not propose to produce a 
solitary fact. I was calling for the facts or evidence sufficient 
to make one believe. There isa large oak-tree in my yard 
which I hav known for the last thirty years. I know that it 
is. firmly in the ground. I hav seen it resist successfully 
many severe storms. Well, Mr. Moot, suppose that there 
should come into my yard a tall. man with long gray beard 
and dark, sparkling eyes, and say to me, ‘‘ Mr. Brown, I 
understand that you do not believe in a personal God who 
hears and answers prayer.” I might say, ‘‘ No, stranger, I 
do not." And then he might say, ‘‘ Mr. Brown, I want to 
convince you that there is; so please prepare a test in order 
that I may convince you. I liv on the south side of Cum- 
berland river. It is just one half mile from my yard to the 
north bank of the river.” Then I would answer him, saying, 
“ Stranger, if you will hav this oak-tree plucked up by the 
roots and hav it transported and firmly transplanted on the 
north bank of Cumberland river in just five minutes I shall 
‘be compelled to believe." The man accepts my test. And 
then suppose, Mr. Moot, that this tall, prophetic-looking man 
looks steadfastly up toward the sky and says, ‘‘O God, for 
Christ’s sake, and in order to convince J. N. Brown that you 
do exist, and hav power over nature, please pluck up this 
oak-tree and transport it across Cumberland river and plant 
it firmly on the other side as it is now on this side in his 
yard.” And then suppose, Mr. Moot, that I see with my 
own natural eyes this oak-tree come right up out of the 
ground and move across the river without any visible hand 
touching it, and in five minutes become firmly and to all ap- 
pearance naturally planted on the other side of the river. 
Now, Mr. Moot, suppose all this should occur just as I hav 
‘described it, what effect would it hav on my belief? Now, 
Mr. Moot, please do not say that I believe that trees can by 
the power of God be plucked up and transported across 
rivers. You must learn, Mr. Moot, that men do not believe 
88 they will, but as evidence compels them. 


J. N. Brown. 


PonTLAND, ORE., March 6, 290. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just received Vol. iv of“ A Truth 
Seeker Around the World.” Like everything written by. D. 
M. Bennett, it is very thorough and searching. He observed 
with critical eyes, unbiased by any religion. 
We hay had snow in large megsure, and rain and freghets 


and la grippe, and, last but not the least, revivals. I was 
present at a meeting of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion when they voted to receive two hundred and seven can- 
Gidates into membership. I believe one of. the churches 
claim that they hav had six hundred or more converts to the 
Christian religion this winter in East Portland. The presi- 
dent of the Young Men’s Christian Association here said, 
when Mr. Driver went to Chicago to debate with the leaders 
of the Secular Union, ‘‘ He downed them, every one of them.” 
I thought he refused to hold a debate with Charles Watts. 
Am I right? Mr. Driver delivered & lecture before the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of Portland, February 
14:h; twenty-five cents admission ; subject, *' Robert Inger- 
soll and his Mission." Iattended and tried to make a report, 
but I am a slow writer. He said he could meet Mr. Inger- 
soll as a friend on the platform but not elsewhere. Colonel 
Ingersoll taught good morals, and lived them too. Whena 
man tries to take your life you are justified in using any 
weapon in self-deferse, and may kill him and be acquitted. 
You may use a club or a knife or a gun. Colonel Ingersoll 
had threatened to destroy Christianity, but he had not suc- 
ceeded. He should be judged by his intention and not by 
the result. His intention was to destroy Christianity, but 
his attacks had strengthened Christianity. He has been the 
devil’s whetstone to sharpen up dull preachers. He had 
caused them to dig deeper for truth, and they found it. He 
had tried to destroy Christianity with the same weapon 
Samson used to slay the Philistines. (Applause.) Where 
did we get our republican form of government? Or rather, 
where did Moses get it? Our government is substantially a 
copy of theirs. They were not satisfied with it, and would 
hava king. So when Samuel sought Saul he was looking 
for his father’s asses. Things hav changed. Then the 
prophets went after the asses; now the asses go after the 
prophets. (Applause.) Mr. Ingersoll does not say anything 
new. He uses beautiful language, and probably has no 
equal in this respect in the United States. But he says noth- 
ing new. 

The lecture was well attended, and lasted one hour and 
twenty minutes; was frequently applauded. The foregoing 
is only a synopsis of the leading points, partly by memory. 
I hav time and room for only one more quotation: “ Did 
not Girard giv & million dollars to build & college in which 
the Bible should not be read, but mora: books might be read, 
and it had been legally decided that the Bible is a moral 
book and accordingly it is read in Girard College. Andever 
since that.college has been built Freethinkers hav been look- 
ing for one who has brains enough to take charge of it and 
cannot find him.” 

If I understood the foregoing lecture, I understood 
Mr. Driver to mean that because Colonel Ingersoll 
had threatened to try to destroy Christianity, Mr. Driver 
thought that justified him in using any weapon that came to 
hand. He accused Colonel Ingersoll in one part of his lect- 
ure of teaching untruths, and in another acknowledged he 
taught good morals. If I hav reported the subject-matter of 
this lecture wrong and Mr. Driver will state it nearer right, 
I shall be happy to acknowledge it. If I hav drawna wrong 
inference as to Mr. Driver trying by all means at hand to 
vilify Colonel Ingersoll, and Mr. Driver will say publicly 
that I am mistaken, I will ask his pardon publicly. 

Yours for truth, Gzozaz F. ELLIOTT. 


Dayton, O., May 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I almost feel ashamed to acknowledge that 
I hav been reading your valuable and interesting paper, 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, sub rosa, for many years without con- 
tributing to its columns much useful information picked up 
all over the world, and which I hav bad locked up in my 
bosom. The only apology I can offer is, that church people 
force men to be hypocrits. Thousands hav told me, ‘ We 
could not get along in the world and obtain a support if we 
did not join the church.” From my boyhood up, I hav been 
secretly a Freethinker and Agnostic. The first Bible I read 
in my youth so disgusted me that, from that day to this, I 
hav pronounced the whole book a lie. 

It was my peculiar gnod fortune to spend my younger 
days on the river Jordan and in all the Eastern world 
chiefly mentioned in the Bible, and the first question I asked 
myself was, Why has the sea of Galilee six names? I was 
taught a sea was a body of salt water surrounded by land, 
a lake was a body of fresh water surrounded by land, anda 
river a stream of fresh water running into another body. 
Now, the river Jordan is only a creek about one hundred and 
fifty miles long. And the little fountain flowing from the 
mountains of Lebanon, erroneously called the sea of Galilee, 
is nothing more than a little widening of the river. Hence 
I pronounce the story of big ships, big fish, and big waves 
a monstrous lie. : : 

And the mouth of the river Jordan where it empties into 
the Dead sea, where stood one or two houses termed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, was swallowed up by a volcano, and as salt 
was scarce in that country, I concluded Lot and his daughter 


must hav eaten her up to save food, as no part of her body: 


remains. 

When I reached the Ganges and Euphrates, I cast my 
eyes about to see where the tower of Babel had fallen, 
which must hav had many large stones to support it. But 
in vain... I could not see stones enough to build me a decent 
house. I turned to the Bible, and as it was only one hun- 
dred and fifty years after the deluge, and Noah lived two 
hundred years after it was built, I concluded in my mind 
that Noah and his boys must hav done all the work, as 
there was no one else in the world, for God had drowned all 
his children. 

Then I asked myself, Where is the great city of Palmyra 
and the other noble and wonderful cities said to be then 
existing? And as I could see no evidence of their existence, 
I concluded this also was a fable. 


These thoughts, with many others, hav kept me a firm be- 
liever in Agnosticism. It is wortby of remark that, having 
spent seventy years constantly moving all over the world, I 
can safely and honestly say I never met with any ghosts, 
spirits, or anything but that I could account for in my 
mind. I thus became an Agnostic, satisfied in my mind 
that as we cannot tell why the tall tree sheds forth its leaves 
and dies, we hav no evidence to tell why man comes forth 
for a few days and dies. We are perfectly ignorant by what 
means and for what end all nature exists or to what end man 
is journeying. 

I will close with one illustration showing the character of 
one of my neighbors. I visited him often. He was a con- 
firmed Infidel. But wishing to accumulate wealth he 
brought upon himself trouble and sorrow by an act that 
made his only son, twenty years of age, à madman and idiot, 
compelled to wear a strait jacket ina lunatic asylum. Be- 
lieving he could infiuence the Christians to buy tea from his 
store, he sent his noble but weak-minded son to a Sunday- 
school; and, like Beecher’s brother, who committed suicide, 
and many others, not understanding or comprehending the 
Bible, his mind became dethroned and he was a lunatic. 
And this man, that I would cal! an unnatural father, livs to 
see the effect of risking a noble boy for a little money. His 
case is like many forcibly illustrated in Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 
which has done more to inculcate ethical knowledge among 
the people than all the books on moral science. 

FREDERIOK Rospertson, M.D. 


GRANADA, Cor., May 5, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed $3, which apply on back ac- 
count for the paper, and when the amount is exhausted 
please discontinue the paper till further orders. If the 
American Freethinkers turn into Knownothingites, which, 
judging by Mr. Downes, of Steubenville, O.; Swan, of 
Chicago; Winter, of Cincinnati, and H. A. Holcomb, of 
Glens Falls, N.Y., and others writing Knownothing whinings, 
they may, I choose, like thousands of sensible people, to keep 
myself outside the activ Freethought ranks. Fora Know- 
nothingite is a composition of political fanatics of forty years 
ago, Prohibitionists, White Caps, and Bald Knobbers. A 
Knownothingite is not only an enemy in his community, to 
his state, but to America and to his race. Stop immigration 
and in twenty years every lower labor channel in New Eng- 
land and the Middle states will be filled by negroes, who no 
doubt would marry the surplus maiden ladies, without being 
coachman first. It, however, looks all bright and hopeful for 
the future of America to me, and instead of immigration 
stopping, it looks as if the New Englander is becoming a 
thing of the past, judging the ways families are dying out, 
and pamphlets published in Vermont in different languages, 
and people wanted to come and settle the deserted farms of 
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts. Some time 
ago, I traveled through eastern Kentucky and Tennessee, 
south Missouri, Arkansas, north and west Louisiana, 
and what did I find? Why, thousands and thousands of 
pure American nativs, who lived in a fine country all their 
lives, the future garden of North America; but they hav 
only an old quilt, gunny sacks for doors, and no windows to 
their houses. So you may judge of their civilization. These 
same people who now eee European immigration, which has 
turned from the west and north southward, building rail- 
roads, towns, and industries by thousands, talk just like 
your numerous Knownothingite correspondents. They 
think the government allows them to be imposed upon by 
allowing people to invade their country, and build such 
houses, which their forefathers never pr&cticed—'' neither 
will we üns do it," as they say. 

I hav spent enough money to rent halls, pay for 
charters, hav a League, or, a8 now called, Secular so- 
ciety, organized, and hav had it all broken up by a bigoted 
Knownothingite offering some Knownothingite resolution ; 
then a heated debate that resulted in having the last meet- 
ing. These so offered resolutions always were written or 
uttered by some blatherskite of a Freethought lecturer. 
Some years ago, we secured laws in California that secured 
man’s blessings, free Sunday, taxation of church property. 
without the assistance of any Freethought lecturers, and 
except a few Irish, the main enemies we had to fight were 
nativs from the Eastern states who could not tolerate ‘ such 
Dutch barbarism " as the civilized Sunday liberty. In Iowa 
these same Prohibition Knownothingites established the 
most infamous bastard civilization, where constables, as of 
old in New England, secure papers and search houses not 
only from cellar to garret, but invade a ladies’ bedroom, un- 
cover the bed, and search for wine or beer bottles between 
its folds. Not finding any, tuey search under the bed. 
Every box containing sanitary means is investigated by 
these Prohibition state officers. In short, an infamous civil- 
ization these fanatics from New England hav established. 
I prefer the company of large, broad, and Liberal-minded, 
industrious and progressiv people, to narrow-minded, 
Knownothingite Freethinkers. So stop the Tux -TRUTH 
SEEKER, when the end of payment is reached, until further 
order. Did your Eastern people ever read how many White 
Caps and Bald Knobbers and other Knownothingites we 
had to kill in Missouri and Kansas last year, what did not 
get hanged or shot by the state militia being sent to the 
penitentiary? Self-conceit and Knownothingism is the most 
poisonous and most powerful sentiment to destroy in- 
tellectual development and progress. Some years ago I was 
a subscriber to a Freethought paper published in Indiana. 
I called the attention of Liberals. Soon seventeen Swedes, 
Danes, and Germans subscribed, but the way that paper 
expounded Knownothingism not only lost al! the subscribers, 
but at last I felt ashamed t00, as every prominent man and 
Freethinker denounced it. Respectfully, Jacon BLUMER. 


THE TRUTH SHEKER, MAY 924, 1880. 


Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Mass Busan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Botwaen the dark and tho daylighs, 
When the night i8 beginning to lower, 
Gomes a pause in the dsy’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Light o? May. 


I found a new, sweet world to-day 
Wheu I was ill and sad; 

Green carpets from the looms o! May 
That made me almost glad ; 

And birds are building in the trees 

That welcome all the miser bees, 

While boys that plow sing in the corn 

From very joy that June is torn. 


‘Twas but & little light o May 
Feil on the willows brown, 
And cottonwoods burst out 88 gay 
As blackbirda o’er the town. 
Oh! hav we ever seen before 
` Such flowers upon this prairie shore, 
With nature's music drifting in 
Like boatman’s song with violin? 
Fach path along the shining land 
Is clothed in fuli with green; 
And morning with her beauty hand 
Sows crystals in between ; 
And fragranos from the boughs that blow, 
The cottonwoods and willow row, 
And walnuts tossing arms of brown 
Upon the bushes farther down. 
Mary Bargp FINCH, 
_—_— HO — ——— 


Cry all the Time. : 
Mrs. Way and her little son Lannie were 
sitting by the grate just after tea, when the 
latter questioned : ** Mamma, did not the min- 
ister say the other day that only the elect 
would be saved?” ‘* Yes, dear." And al 


the rest of the people will go to hell?" 
** Certainly, there is no slternativ."  '' Do 
you really believe it, mamma?”  ' Yea 


my son.” ‘Now, mamma, I don’t want 
to dispute you and be a naughty boy, 
but I don’t: see how it can be that you 
believe it, becsuse if you did, I should think 
you would cry all the time.” ‘Ory all the 
: time!” '' Yes, mamma; I should not think 
you could help crying all the time. You cried 
when papa got his leg broke, and when I 
hurt myself so falling down stairs; and you 
cried and cried when little baby sister died, 
and I hav seen youcry ebout a story you was 
reading; and youcried when pony Midget 
died, and the kitten fell in the cistern and 
was drowned, and Rover got poisoned, and 
the hawk killed the parrot, anc the canary 
bird flew away, and lots of things that are not 
one half or quarter so bad as it is to think 
that perhaps papa, and you, and I are not 
among the elect, and will not be saved, but 
go to that awful hell Now, mamma, you 
think you believeit, but do you way in deep? 
If you did, would you not cry all the time?" 
: Mrs. Way was wrapped in thought a long 
time, but finally answered : 

** Lannie, you are right; it cannot be tbat 
I believe it, because I know if I did I would 
be very unhappy.” 

** Just as I said, mamma, you would cry all 
the time.” Sanie A. MaGoon. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 

a 
Origin of Phrases. 


The common phrase, ‘‘ catching a Tartar,” 
says Grose, the antiquarian, arose out of the 
adventure of an Irish soldier in the imperial 
service. During a battle with the Turks he 
called out to a comrade that he had caught a 
Tartar. ‘‘ Bring him along," was the reply. 
** He won't come,” declared Paddy. ‘Then 
come yourself,” rejoined his comrade. “Ah, 
but he won’t let me,” replied Paddy. In- 
stead of capturing the Tartar the Tartar had 
captured him. 

** Putting the cart before the horse " means 
to begin to do a thing at the wrong end. 
The phrase is very old and is quoted by Lu- 
cian, a great Greek writer, who lived almost 
seventeen hundred years ago. It is surpris- 
ing how frequently a search for the origin of 
phrases lands us among the ancient Greek or 
Latin writers: For instance, the couplet, 

He who fights and runs away 

May liv to fight another day, 
is almost invariably declared to hav origi- 
nated with Butler, the author of ** Hudibras.” 
It is really a Greek proverb, and mention is 
made of it by Tertullian. As early as the 
beginning of the second century a Letin 
writer, Aulus Gellius, puts it into the mouth 
of Demosthenes as an excuse for his cow- 
ardice at Cheronea. 

‘* Begging the question " is supposed to be 
a modern phrase born of the many political 
discussions which occur in Congress. It is 


known in logical disputations as ‘‘ the peti- 
tion of the principle," almost & literal trans- 
lation of & Latin phrase. ''Begging the 
question” was first used by Aristotle. 
** Birds of a feather flock together” is also 
from the Latin. Translate this sentence from 
Plautus, ** Pares cum paribus facilime congre. 
gantes,” and you'll hav it almost literally. 

The expression * Mind your P's and Q's" 
is said to hav various derivations. In old 
times the score of the alehouse customer 
was kept on a slate or was chalked on the 
door of a cupboard, the P and Q standing 
for pint and quart. The score was settled 
for and wiped out every Saturday night. If 
the customer was dilatory in making settle- 
ment he was reminded of bis P’s and Q’s. It 
has been inferred that the word tick, equiva- 
lent to credit, arose from the tick or mark 
which indicated each glass of ale. Others 
date the phrase to the time when perukes 
were in fashion. The toupee was the artifi- 
cial lock of hair and the queue the pig-tail. 
The phrase was ‘‘Mind your toupees and 
your queues.” An old riddle givs color to 
this explanation. '' Who is the best person 
to keep the alphabet in order?” was the 
conundrum. The answer was, ‘ A barber, 
because he ties up the queues and puts tou- 
pees in order.” It may be that this old riddle 
suggested the more moden one of '* When 
does a blacksmith set the letters of the alpha- 
bet to quarreling?” ‘When he makes a 
poker (a poke r) and shovel (shove ]).” 

“ Blind as a beetle” is a phrase as familiar 
as itis falee. The insect, in its rapid flight in 
summer, often strikes the faces of those that 
are walking, which led to the erroneous im- 
pression that it is blind. Collins refers to 
this freak of the beetle in his “Ode to 
Evening :” 

And oft he rises in the twilight path 

Against the pilgrim borne in heedless hum. 

The poet, however, was tco much of an 
entomologist to impute blindness to the 
insect. 

“ Carrying the war into Africa” means to 
retaliate upon an enemy by adopting his own 
tactics. It grew out of the battle of wits be- 
tween Scipio and Hannibal. The latter, a 
Carthaginian leader, led his army into Italy, 
and for several years continued to threaten 
Rome and lay waste the surrounding country. 
Scipio, the Roman general, saw the necessity 
of getting rid of Hannibal and his forces. 
So he led an army into Africa and threatened 
Carthage, thus making it necessary for Han- 
nibal to return home for its defense. 

“ Cimmerian darkness” is derived from the 
traditions concerning the Cimmerii, a people 
of Italy who lived in caves near Lake Averno. 
From these gloomy habitations, so inaccessi- 
ble to the rays of the sun, the sybils gave 
out their oracles. 

The old proverbial expression, *' Dead as a 
door nail,” had a very simple origin. In 
olden times the doors were supplied with 
knockers instead of bells. The knocker it- 
self, in order to make the necessary noise, 
was made to strike on a piece of iron inserted 
in the door, and this piece of iron was 
called the ‘‘ nail.” So many blows rendered 
the nail muita morte, as Virgil says, '* abun- 
dantly dead,” “ very dead!” In Shakspere’s 
“ Henry IV.," Falstaff says: '* What! is the 
old king dead?” Pistol-replies: “ As nail in 
dcor.” 

“ Escaped with tbe skin of his teeth,” is 
from the twentieth verse of the nineteenth 
chapter of Job. 

According to the historian Macaulay, the 
expression, ‘‘The gray mare is the better 
horse," originated in the preference given to 
the gray mare of Flanders over the fine coach 
horse of England.— Frank H. Stauffer in 
Detroit Free Press. 

—_— to — —— 
Persian Lying. 


The forms of untruth which prevail among 
a people are always highly characteristic of 
mental, if not of moral, qualities. The hu- 
morous exaggerations of our people are in 
strong contrast with the bold inventions of 
the Persians, which resemble the extravaga- 
gances of the*' Arabian Nights." The author 
of “ From the Indus to the Tigris” tells the 
following as & specimen of Persian men- 
dacity : . 

One of the Persians of our escort assured 
us that the wind often prevailed with such 
furious force that it knocked people off their 
legs. à 

“ Why, only last year,” said he, with most 
animated gestures, “it tore up. the sand in 


that hollow away to the left with such force, . 


and swept it away in such quantities, that it 


exposed the remains of an ancient town of 


which nobody ever dreamed the existence be- 


fore. 'The houses were discovered in rare or- 
der. The chambers were clear of debris and 
clean swept of dust, and, marvelous to re- 
late, the furniture was. found just as it stood 
when the city was Swallowed up in the 
earth." 

t: You astonish me,” I said; “this is some- 
thing very wonderful.” 

** Yes,” he continued, ‘‘ you speak the truth 
—it is wonderful. God is great, and his 
power is infinit. But I will te!] you the 
most wonderful thing of all. Everything 
looked perfect and most substantial, but the 
moment a hand was stretched out to touch 
an object, the object at once crumbled to 
powder. The place i8 only a few miles off 
our road; would you like to gallop over and 
see ii?” 

“« Your description," I said, ‘is so com- 
plete that I see the place before my mind’s 
eye. Why incommode ourselvs in this rain 
for what is so apparent ?” 

I saw that he felt the sarcasm, though, 
with genuin Persian nonchalance, he cov- 
ered his retreat with an ‘‘ As you will! There 
the place is, and if you like to see it, I am 
ready to accompany you."— Youth's Com. 
panion. 

—— —9 $-—— — ————— 
Correspondence. 
Mirronp, May 3, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: This is my first letter 
to the Children's Corner. ? y school com- 
menced last Monday, the teacher coming 
from Maine. I study reading, spelling, 
geography, Colburn’s arithmetic, grammar, 
writing, and drawing. I hav & brother 
Willie, twelve years old; one sister, whose 
name is Norma Maud. She isa little over 
one year old, and I shall be eleven next Au- 
gust. Willie and myself like the pictures in 
Tuer TRUTH SEEKER, and Norma looks them 
over, but will tear them to pieces if we do 
not watch her, which shows how she likes 
them. Papa has taken TuE TRUTE SEEKER 
seven years last fall. He went to the Secular 
Union Convention in Philadelphia last 
October, and liked it very much. 

I cut out the ‘‘ Five Cents a Drink” verses 
from the Corner and spoke them the last day 
of school. One of the committee said it was 
a very good piece, and hoped the boys would 
remember it and heed its advice. 

Papa bought me the “Story Hour” three 
years ago at TAE TRUTH SEEKER office, and I 
like to read it and look at the pictures. 

I will send you a card with my name on it. 

Your friend, Erra V. Fisk. 


Oax Ms, Kan., May 5, 1890. 

Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: After so long 
atime I will endeavor to write you a brief 
letter, and I will begin by saying that your 
poem entitled, ‘‘ When Womanhood A wakes,” 
is a fine one. I havread it in several papers, 
and the more I read it, the more I am con- 
vinced that its author is a poetess of more 
than ordinary ability. I hav read several 
poems written by you and they are all poet- 
ical gems. 

I hav read in late copies of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER some valuable articles from the pen 
of Mr. Edos Santos, of Port-of-Spain, Trini- 
dad, West Indies. I correspond with him 
and I take great pleasure in reading his let. 
ters. They are always so interesting. He is 
a young Freethinker, and from all appearances 
is doing a noble and needed work in his 
nativ land. He was recently chosen secre- 
tary of the new Freethought league which 
was lately organized there. 

We had Grant memorial services, also a 
literary entertainment, at our school-house on 
Monday night, April 28th. The house was 
crowded and the speeches were highly ap- 
plauded. This was the third meeting in 
honor of a noted American that has been held 
in that school-house. Washington, Lincoln, 
and Grant hav all been honored there, and 
next year we will probably do honor to the 
memory of Garfield or Jefferson. 

I hav a fine collection of curiosities, relics, 
mineral specimens, etc., such as starfish, sea 
beans, corals, skate eggs, alligator and shark 
teeth, cowry shells, California live oak acorns, 
petrified wocd, calcite formations, agates, 
flints, gypsum, quartz crystals, petrified lily 
heads, a piece of wood from Libby prison, a 
stone from the buried city of Pompeii, a 
piece of wood from the house in which Spir- 
jtualism originated, a newspaper published at 
Vicksburg the day before Grant took the city, 
a newspaper 88 it appeared the morning of 
Lincoln’s assassination, postage stamps from 
all parts of the world, also postal cards and 
old coins, Confederate money, old docu- 
ments, Indian war ax and arrow heads, 
Indian pottery, buffalo horn, buffalo teeth, 
relics of the Johnstown flood, porcupine 
quills, petrified elk horn, and fossils of all 
kinds, besides many other specimens too 
numerous to mention. I hav a fine collec- 
tion of minerals. 

I can think of nemore to write, so I will 
close with best wishes to you all. I remain, 
Your true friend, Gro. J. Remapoura. 

[Thanks, George, for the above interesting 
letter. Always glad to hear from you.— Ep. 
€. C.] 
| FROM SOUTH AMERIOA. 
| [The writer of the letter below has grown 


‘up, as it were, in our Children’s Corner. 


Last autumn he went to South America on 
an important business mission. We hav 
every reason to be proud of the fine promis 
of our children who graduate under the teach- 
ings of Liberal principles.—Ep. C. C ] 

Caracas, VENEZUELA, April 19, 1890. 

Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: Your esteemed 
and welcome favor of the 28th ult. has just 
come to hand. To say that I was highly 
flattered by your kind epistle is a very mild 
way of expressing my pleasure at receiving 
it s My travels here in South America 
hav been quite interesting, although in many 
instances the interest has been aroused more 
by novelty than pleasure. i 

The musketoes and fleas are somewhat 
trying occasionally, particularly in the sea- 
ports, and more 80 than anywhere else at 
Maracaibo. 

This little city, poetica, called by Venezue- 
lans the Sultana del Lago (Sultana of the 
Lake); is situated near the entrance to Lake 
Maracaibo and derives its chief importance 
from the fact that it is the seaport and only 
means of communication between the outside 
world and the entire northwestern part of 
Venezuela. 

There are no railroads in that section of the 
country, the popular vehicle, if I may use the 
word, being the patient and often calumniated 
donkey. Sure of hoof and often endowed 
with more common sense than his owner, this 
small but headstrong animal is employed in 
every possible manner. 

The hotel at which I stopped in Maracaibo 
is situated directly opposit the market-place. 
And in the morning, looking from my balcony 
into the street below, I could hardly see the 
ground, so thickly was it covered by donkeys 
and guajiro Indians. These Indians, by the 
w&y, are the most degraded race I ever saw. 
Brutal, cowardly, and stupid, they hav noth- 
ing at all in common with their North Ameri- 
can brethren. All I hav seen, male and 
female, old and young, were indolent and 
fat, and, in my opinion, without the pale of 
philanthropic influence. "They even sell their 
own children at the tender age of six or seven 
years, and these hav to drudge along as serv- 
ants till they become of age, which occurs at 
twenty-one, as with us. 

The higher classes all over Venezuela 
are, a8 a rule, educated, affable, and re- 
fined. And in this city, Caracas, is to be 
found as brilliant and genteel society as in 
any part of the world. 

The ladies here are very pretty and scandals 
exceedingly rare. Not long since a person— 
I regret to say he was attached to our diplo- 
matic corps here—wrote an article for the 
New York Herald in which he greatly exag- 
gerated the faults of Venezuela. Of course 
the press here took the matter up, with the 
result that the offender was recalled. 

The politics of the country are in a very 
unsettled state, influence having more weight 
in some cases than justice. But this is owing 
to want of experience and will eventually 
disappear. Since the overthrow of Guzman 
Blanco, for which the country owes much to 
Sr. Rajas Paul, they hav advanced and are 
advancing rapidly. 

Just now the whole nation is excited over 
the Guayana question. The English govern- 
ment, with its nsual audacity, bas usurped a 
large tract of Venezuelan territory at the 
mouth or delta of the Orinoco, and the gov- 
ernmént of Venezuela is preparing to drive 
them out. In this they will hav my best 
wishes, and I trust the moral, if, indeed, not 
the material, influence and aid of the United 
States. 

_Traveling is at times rather perilous, as 
most of the reads are only footpaths cut 
along the sides of mountains, with 8 thousand 
feet or so up and down on either side. Of 
course, if your beast stumble or slip—im- 
agin! 

I leave La Guaira on the 30th inst. for New 
York, and expect to arrive in that city about 
May 15th, from which time until October 
you will find me there at your orders. 

With many thanks for your kindness and 
attention, and best wishes for yourself and 
the Corner, I remain, 

Q. L. NEWTON. 


Your friend, 
Miss Wixon's Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 
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a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures, Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralis offers in Place of Christianity 


IRON-GLAD AND MANNA SERIES 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

l Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 9 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Uuderwwood......... 4. re m—— 

Y Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemie Delusions.  Marvin..........-.- 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlangh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh......... 

16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas, Bradlaugh.... 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 


T bed 
coc 


21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2: 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


z Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... 5 
Johovali, Satan, the Holy Ghort. Jenne 21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 5 
pages, 8vo. Vol. Il. describes fully ali | 22 IS the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 23 The Christian Deity. Charles Matisse 5 
ing Judaism Mohammedanism, and Chris- | 24 Moral V alue of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
tianity; the latter occupying 572 pages, 25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. | 26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
By D. M. Bexxerr. Written in prison at on Civilization. Chas. Watts ..eueeeeeere 5 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, |29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. verse? Austin Holyoake. ..ssessersseeee 5 
; 30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
Supernatural Religion. An iuquiry|31 Has Mau a Soul? Chas. Bradiaugh........ 5 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- | 38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 6 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv | 39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 5 
work on the claims of supernaturalism | 40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
ever written. By F. W. Newnan, Emeritus | 42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 | 43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat ex, $5.0C. | 44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
The Great Works of Thomas Paine. dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- MANNA SERIES. 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of| ; Original Manna for “ God's chosen.",,.....- 5 
ppp ete dto J eee, Basay 3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense 4 WhyI was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
The Crisis, and The Richts of Man: the 5 200 Questions Without Answers... essere. 5 
wholer - 'eded by the Life of Paine ana} 9 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages Svo, : and a Chinese Mandarin, ...... vet rm 10 
Cloth, $3.00: leather, $4.00; -morocco: Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
gilt edges, $4.50. i : ? by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
: 8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
Analysis of Religious Belief. An AE EUN "s TRAE 
A Odes of the Creeds, Rites, and 9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis. 10 A Few Words about the Devil............. ve 5 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord} 11 New Life of Jacob............ eee 5 
‘ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. | 12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
Vomplete from the London edition. 745 | 13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 14 Acts ofthe Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
£ b 15 Ludicrous Aspects of orate H. 10 
nd f l& Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
The foregoing volumes ate called “The |17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
Truth Seeker Library.” If all are ordered to |18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be | 19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
deducted from the price of each, 20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 


Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religions Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Infinence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
' Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
. Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint, 10 cents. 


Paine the Po deal and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Women: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity, 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. ' Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between D. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burczss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents, 


Underwood-Marples Debate. 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Marprzs. Fully reported. 
Paper, 36 cents; cloth, 60 cents._ 
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| Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


! Author of “The Secret of the East, or the Origin 

of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” ‘Physical Edu- 

cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 

ure," *Household Remedies,” “The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Oure of Intemper- 
ance,” e$c, etc. 


| Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 

Cloth; 12mo; 240pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of ‘Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., ete. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with thosé rare powers that render 
the gubtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
ae i E food for thought. We trust it 
wi av the immense distribution it ric 
merits.—(The American Idea. iid 


Oloth, 12mo, $4. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EpGaR C. BEALL. 
Priface,by R. G, INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom, | 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete iu 1 voL, 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses Hutt (Spir.) and 
Rey. W., F. PanxER (Chris.). 


T 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOGY; 
OR, 
The Ratienale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
Svo, 613pp., 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 
Christian aud All Prominent Religions Beforo 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 

Books of the Nast. 
By H. R. STEVENS. 


- o. «= =- $250 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Sims, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts. Svo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
S4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS, 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 
Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 
Full index, 446pp., 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 
AN 

Inquiry into the Claims of Bibiical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - 


$1.50. 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Now of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. . . Price reduced to $1. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Euigmas of 
Christianity. 
Frauds of tho Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 
By Grores REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - Price, $2. 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Uuiversal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
-  $1'5. 


Sixth edition, 544pp.. — - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
; Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHIOS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of tho Present Century. 


By GtAcomo BAnZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at tho Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, 31.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davipo FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Prico, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and ‘ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. Scuorr. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BanING.GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.— ( Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thonght. 
By O. B. FRovHiNGIAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, S1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. i: - m 


Price, S1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, SL. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By Josin OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIT. 
AND 


OTHER BroanAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND Essays. 


By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 

Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


376pp., SL. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
: ACOOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 


By D. W. Hort (Spir). 


z - x . >- 15 cents. 


Price, 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


. “The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane." 
Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . « . Scents. 
For all of the above books address 
THE T. 


RUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork, 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Trath Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, aud Recitations. 


For Organiziug Societies; for Marriages, Pauer- 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
tapbs, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpirituslistic Hvmus for 
Social and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SoTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 ets. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By Cavin BLANCHARD, 
- 40 cenis. 


Paper, 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


: WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality: 


By Jos. E. Prox. 


- * - 25 cents. 


Priee, 

For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

18 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 


| Truth Seeker Traots. 


NorE.—Those tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Trnth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order ‘by: numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


> 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennctt........° 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


Bennett. ................. . 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint, S. P. Putnam.......... m 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
4% Cruelty & Credulity of the Tuman Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild....... e 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 


35 Moving the Ark. 


63 Questions for Bible Worslhipors............. 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood......sccceseees iss 
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62 The Jews and their God........... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers.. M 
64 Ills we Kndure—Causeo and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets, No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J. S, Lyon.......... 
"1 Paine's Anniversary. QC. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers........ 


74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Beunott.. 4 
%5 An Hour with the Devil, Bennett.. al 
76 Reply to E, F. Brown. Bennett... 


77 Tho Fear of Death. D. M, Bemnett....... is 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... H 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 5 
84 Moody ou Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 2 


89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.. 3 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates........ s. 2 
91 Our Ideasof God. B.F.Underwood......... 1 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... .5 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................. ^ 10 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 2 
98 Snakes, Mrs. E. D. Slenker........... ww 2 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday.... 5 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 2 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christiam:ty. Capphro..... 2 


107 Ihe Safe Side. H. B. Brown..............- 5 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 


112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.........- 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett......... S 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? 8. H. Preston. 1 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 2 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett........... 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston... 3 


Stoddard......... 
W.S. Bell.... 


119 The New Faith. 
120 The New Age. 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
Server", Lue. TS € 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett............. 
125 German Liberalism.  Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............. eese eee eene nnne 
180 The Ethics of Religion. 
134 Talks with the Evangolists....... " 
13" Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper 
140 Astro-Theology .............. esee sdis 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher........ 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholastieus Se 
149 Age Of Shams......... eee 
i45 lf You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
260 The Liberty of Printing. IIurlbut and 


m 
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Wakemats.....ccccccsecescscsscsccesceeeonses 10 
151 What isthe Bible? M. W., H............. 6 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglus............ 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Couway............ b 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemor............ 2 


z56 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley... 


. 159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 5 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 3 
161 Protestant Persecutions............. TEES 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail Bennett.ooscecsccccsrseesceeeeescsee LO 


164 Bible Impeached. Chapman................ 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof, Els. 
, burg, M.D..... eere 

2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 

neous. Underwood,............... cesses 


4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. | MeCarroll...... 
" Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagatoe.......... 
9 Tho Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. ......... eese sasiaveceses MS 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
13 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D...........eeeseees D 
43 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium..........ccscsseseeeeeee 10 


&$7 See note at head of column. 
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THE TRUTH -SEEKER. | 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 2 


Published every Saturday, 


at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 


28 Lafayette Place, : 
NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. i : 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1800 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. DURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. ` 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F: JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S '' Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroaehments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the Unired States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenauce of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. lt is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

3 PEST k 
Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months? Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW York. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPELETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a Very 
als paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 

PRICE, 20 CENTS. 
_The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, an 
the concise manner in which the point is dis. 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure 1n recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.d.McoOabe. 


SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
ST This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. gn 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a Founger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is,in the main, & history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
end disreputable hypoorits. It is just such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admirea 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Scoretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. ; 
Address Tus Taurum SEERER CoxPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Addr ss THE TRUTHSEEKER CO. 


DR. PAFT'S ASTHMALENE 
ASTHMA- TURED ei sentus yon 
DE. TAFT BEOS.. ROCHESTER. N.Y. E R E E 


The Modem Science Essayisl 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. y Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works; 

and infiuence. By Rev.JouN W. CHADWICK. 


a|3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 


F Ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. BERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. OoPr. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its neture and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. ECOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. ; 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. Lewis 
G, JANES 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 
PABSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. Ognapwick. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 

15. THE EFSECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
RAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SPECIAL SALE _ 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS, 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jowels. $8; 11 Jewels, $9; 15 jowels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver Case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model ‘Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. BEST open-face filled screw Case. $27; hinged, 
$30: hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ beat gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50: 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape, 
Sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
Yafaa. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Ail bought 
before late advance. : 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il. 


Zibeal ileetings. 

These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ites are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion . 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D.. at 3 P.M., every 


Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey Bt. cor. Market 
8t. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Bunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood 8t2., at 2:30and 7:36 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Àbleapeskers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates, 


ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 k 45 PiMs at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MaAsrus HEIGETON, Seo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Roome 12 and 14, Bastmaan block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Maoomprn.Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elzur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O.. meets the first end fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10-30 A.M. Free diseussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Invesit- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Beo. 


The Walilia Watie Lib- ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 r.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectnres.—Free Discussions.—Originai 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Srotherhood oi Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City. la, 
Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
all at 9:30 PM. All L berals are cordially ine 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. ; 


Des Woines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block. S.E corner 7th and Locust streeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at ? PM. iu Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to frienda frem abroad. Corres- 
pondenoe solicited, J. L. TRENTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
siciau, and the most sue- 
cessful in liis specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send l6 ets. for bis *Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
inen, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth on 
External Application.—A. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
jts cost, and should be in 
the hands of shose afflict 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
$ners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 


is pretes. 
the press. but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his J vel 
sion. and it is safe to trust him." — The National Viets 


Address, Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


ND.N 


Inquiries are frequently received agking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he is & reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he hae performed 
cures of hopeless casee that in the olden time his 
skill would bave been called miraculons. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and & 
stanch Liberal.—Zne Better Wat. 
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| dines af the Beek, 


In Germany, Austria, and Spain strikes and 
commotions continue. 


‘A FEDERATION Of all the Catholic societies 
in the Union is under way. 


ANOTHER death from electric light wires 
occurred in New York on the 17th. 


THE Senate has voted to appropriate $100,- 
000 for a monument to Grant at Washington. 


A mos of Protestants recently attacked and 
wrecked the Catholic church at Hoyerswerda, 
Germany. 


Os the 15th, at Ashley, Pa., thirty-one men 
were buried ina mine by an explosion, end 
only two were rescued. 


Art Havana on the 18th. fire ina hardware 
store reached a barrel of gunpowder, and the 
explosion killed thirty-four persons. 


Tur monument at Rome of the pope bless- 
ing the world, will be copied in marble for 
the Catholic University at Washington. 


Tur Independent has made a canvass of 
Presbyterian sentiment on revision of the 
creed, and found 133 for and 69 against. 


Ar ar anti-Jewish meeting at Berlin on the 
18th there was a conflict between the anti- 
Semitic attendants and Socialists, which the 
police quelled. 


"Tug Rothschilds hav informed the Austrian 
emperor that unless oppression of the Jews 
ceases in Vienna they will remove their bank- 
ing house. : 


Is Belgium the Liberal and Masonic as- 
ceadency in the government is giving way to 
& Catholic one, and the public schools are 
being crushed. 


In Germany the extensiv Employers’ Pro- 
tection Association now forming will be met 
by a central strike union in which all the 
trade unions will be ranged. 


Tur London branch of the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, as the international Social- 
ist organization is called, will run a candidate 
for nearly every London constituency. 


A. NUMBER of women of Galicis, Austria, 
hav petitioned the emperor to admit them to 
an equal standing with the male sex by cre- 
ating in the army a corps of volunteer 
amazons. ] 


Tur Universal Revt w, of London, publishes 
an address in which 254 Parliament members, 
litterateurs, artists, and other celebrities 
remonstrate with the czar for his treatment 
of Siberian convicts. 


Loviana will probably accept the offer of 
its famous Lottery Company of $25 000,000 
fora license for twenty-five years. The gov- 
ernor is opposed, but the press and most of 
the legislature are for it. 


Tue movement to secure the release cf the 
imprisoned Anarchists, on the ground that 
they were not present in the Supreme Court 
to hear its affirmation, is being pushed by 
General Butler and the other counsel. 


Dr. WispTHoRST demanda in the German 
parliament readmission of the Jesuits and all 
religious orders to the couniry; enlarged 
ecclesiastical control of the schools, and the 
establishment of & Caiholic section in the 
ministry. 

Tux other day several offenders were pub- 
licly flogged and pilloried in the streets of 
Georgetown, Del. This degrading medieval 
practice is receiving much blame from the 
states that hav emerged farther out of Chris- 
tianity than pious Delaware, and hav conse- 
quently laid aside barbarous customs in a 
corresponding degree. š 


Hzzrr NEwTON calls attention to the low 
rank of New York city in municipal manage- 
ment, comparing its ill-kept docks, scanty gas 
and water supply, lack of public libraries 
and museums, inadequate schools, and high 
taxes and official waste, with the admirable 
provisions and less expense of other cities, 
those of Germany in particular. 


Taz census to be taken ina few days wili 
include questions in the interests of statistical 
science which will be new. One question is 
what disease, if any, the citizen has. All 
questions must be answered under penalty of 
a fine. Some papers exclaim against these 
jnquiries as unduly intrusiv, while others 
welcome the design as productiv of beneficial 
results in scientific knowledge. 


Tse Bruno statue receives much admira- 
tion for its workmanship and honor for its 
subject, and it is also proposed to erect a 
monument to Pomponius de Algerio, burnt 
in 1556. On this a Catholic journal says that 
* jf the existing fanaticism continues, Rome, 
and indeed the entire land of Italy, bids fair 
to become one vast ‘Rogue’s Gallery’ in 
marble, stone, and bronze.” 


Tue pope received an Italian pilgrimage a 
few days ago, and declared that temporal 
power must be reacquired; that they must 
heed the teaching of his encyclical on the 
duty of citizens to resist the state if it op- 
pose the church; that a stigma rests upon 
those who ‘‘ hav a foot in both camps,” and 
urged ‘‘Italian Catholics openly to manifest 
their true convictions, courageously to follow 
the dictates of faith and conscience, and 
range themselvs round the throne of the 
Roman pontiff.” 
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DAVID FLEETH FROM 
So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and 
escaped.—1 


Sam xix, 12. . 
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Gems of Thought. 
Mopust doubt is called 


The beacon of the wise.—Shakspere, 


Tas doubter . . . 
of liberty.—Zngersoil. 


has been the savior 


Tnx ignorant trust their eyes, not their rea. 
son. Jgnorance has always been and always 
will be at the mercy of appearance. Credul- 
ity, as a rule, believes everything except the 
truth. The semi-civilized believe in astrol- 
ogy, but who could convince them of the 
vastness of astronomical spaces, the speed of 
light, or the rnagnitude and number of suns 
and constellations? If Hermann and Hum- 
boldt could hav appeared before savages, 
which would hav been regarded as a god ?— 
Ingersoll. 


TaurN Hobbes comes to a favorit subject, 
the mistaken courses whereinto men fall that 
sre ignorant of natural causes and the proper 
signification of words. The effect of igno- 
rance of the causes of right, equity, law, and 
justice, is to make custom and example the 
rule of actions, as with children, or to induce 
the setting of custom against reason, and rea- 
son against custom, whereby the doctrin of 
right and wrong is perpetually disputed, 
both by the pen and by the sword.—Bain's 
Moral Science. 


InnovaTIon of every kind was regarded as 
& crime; superior knowledge excited only 
terror and suspicion. Lecky. 


He who surpasses or subdues mankind 
Must look down on the hate of those below. 
— Byron. 


To morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 

To the last syllable of recorded time ; 

And all our yesterdays hav lichted fools 

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief 
candle ! 

Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player, 

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 

And then is heard no more: it is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 

Signifying nothing. —Shakspere. 


OFTEN as Shakspcre’s questionings turned 
to the riddle of life and death, he leaves ita 
riddle to the last without heeding the com- 
mon theological solutions around him.— 
Prof. J. R. Green. 


We should learn, as part of liberty, toler- 
ance for those who differ from us. We re- 
quire it of others, since we differ from all; 
and it lies at the basis of the mutual conces- 
sions necessary for society. The more in. 
telligent men are the more they differ, since 
they develop greater icdividuality ; so that 
the better the people the greater the amount 
of tolerance necessary. The problem of the 
state is, how differing men may get along 
together, and not how agrecing ones may do 
80. . . . We shonid even learn to see 
others working against us without being 
offended. If they do not agree with us, we 
cannot expect them to codperate with us. 
Hence to tolerate antagonism becomes a Vir- 
tue—political patience. We should learn to 
do all we can to promote our ends, without 
preventing others from doing likewise, which 
is simply equality. . . . One who values 
his own peace of mind must learn to not be 
disturbed by the differences of his antagonist. 
Displeasure at another’s opinion is Jike dis- 
pleasure at his wealth. If you can be pleased 
only with your own, you are necessarily un- 
happy. . . . An honest opinion, like an 
honest dollar, should elicit respect. We 
should demand no more for our views than 
for our property rights, but remember that 
the like rights of others are part of the same 
system which makes ours possible.—.B/er- 
bower. 


Arr hav the sama interest, whether they 
know it or not, in the establishment of facts. 
All hav the same to gain, the s&me to lose.— 
Ingersoll. 


Berr in the Bible story of creation, which 
hindered the ideas of Copernicus and Galileo, 
and has opposed all progress of ‘‘earth 
knowledge" in the past, still prevents the 
intellectual growth of man, and the improve- 
ment of his circumstances by the discovery 
of the laws regulating the forces of nature.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 


MisERABLE human beings, whether in green 
robes, or in turbans; whether in black gowns 
or surplices, or in mantles and bands, I adjure 
you, never seek to employ authority where 
nothing is concerned but reason, or consent 
to be reviled in all ages as the most imperti- 
nent of men, as well as to endure public 
hatred as the most unjust. You hav been 
told a hundred times of the insolent absurdit, 
with which you condemned Galileo, and 
speak to you of it for the hundred and first. 
I would hav you keep the anniversary of it 
forever. I would hav it inscribed over the 
door of your holy office. Seven cardinals, 
assisted by certain minorite friars, threw into 
prison the master of thinking in Italy at the 
age of seventy ; and made him liv upon bread 
aud water because he instructed mankind in 
that of which they were ignorant.— Voltaire. 


Menta slavery is mental death, and every 
man who has given up his intellectual free- 
dom is the living coffin of his dead soul. In 
this sense, every church is a cemetery and 
every creed an epitaph.—Ingersoll. : 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Taer pope has protested against the placing 
of a tablet to the memory of Garibaldi in the 
church of Santa Maria Novella at Florence. 


A MAGISTRATE in South Australia, accord. 
ing to the Australian Radical, recently startled 
a lawyer who was endeavoring to discredit a 
witness because he did not believe in the 
Bible, by declaring that ‘‘ nobody believed in 
it." The lawyer said he believed iu it, and 
the magistrate laughingly remarked that the 
bishop of Peterborough did not believe in it 
-— probably to show that those who know it 
best believe it least. 


TurVienna Reichs. Correspondens announces 
that the pope recently addressed a circu. 
lar to about a hundred bishops in different 
countries asking whether, in their opinion, 
the proclamation of the dogma of the tem- 
poral power of the holy see would be op- 
portune. Sixty-six bishops are said to hav 
declared in favor of the dogma, while all the 
Italian bishops expressed themselvs as op. 
posed to it. The Jesuits are in favor of pro- 
claiming the dogma without delay. 


Tae bishop of Liverpool is not in entire 
agreement with some of the directors of so- 
cieties for the care of young women. Ata 
meeting of the Liverpool Rescue Society he 
said: '*Ido not quite agree with the White 
Cross and other societies which look upon all 
young women as lambs and angels, and all 
young men às ravening wolves going about 
Seeking whom they can devdur. I think 
human nature is the same in females as in 
males, and that young women are often as 
prone, unless there is a good principle in 
them, to run into sin as young men. We 


must look at the matter in a common-sense 
manner." 


ELDER WoopRUrzr, head of the Mormon 
church at this time, and in consequence the 
authorized prophet thereof, must hav 
astounded the brethren very much recently, 
says an exchange, when he publicly an- 
nounced that ** there will be no more revela- 
tions from God to the Mormons.” The elder 
did not state whether this conclusion was 
arrived at on his own motion, or bya change 
of the omnipotent mind, or a joint confer- 
ence. We are very decidedly of the opinion 
that the elder is solely responsible for this 
fundamental change of program. 


Tae Rev. Father McCanna, a Roman Cath- 
olic priest, preaching in Joliet lately, warned 
parents against sending their children to the 
American public schools, saying that they 
would be lost, and when the parents were 
88ked on the judgment day, ** What hav you 
done with the little ones I gave you ?” the aw- 
ful reply would come, '‘ Damned, dammed, all 
eternally damned." He said that the Amer- 
ican . public-school system was immoral, 
unjust, and unconstitutional, and that the 
result of education in the public schools was 
paupers, lunatics, and criminals, Commu- 
nists, Socialists, and Anarchists, and parents 
might as well send their children to the jails 
and penitentiariesat onc, as education in the 
public schools ended there. 


Tue State Congregational Association of 
Iowa hav adopted a memorial against their 
Romish brethren. The document “ views 
with apprehension ” the ‘‘ concerted, persist- 
ent, and virulent attack which the church of 
Rome is everywhere making on the free 
schools of America, By all lawful means we 


must oppose,” continues the memorial, ‘‘ the 
pretensions of that foreign power which, 
under the guise of religion, claims from Amer- 
ican citizens an allegiance greater than that 
which they owe to their flag. We must 
firmly oppose that ecclesiastical tyranny 
which now, by priest and bishop, is exercis- 
ing a power over its members greater than 
that exercised by the constituted authorities 
of this government.” The Congregational- 
ists desire the schools to remain nurseries of 
Protestantism. 


Tue Chicago Herald, in a recent leading 
editorial, announces in favor of an anti- 
Sabbatarian movement at the World’s Fair. 
“ The struggle,” it says, ‘‘ is bound to come. 
It may as well be invited at-once and de- 
bated to a finish. Shall not the Columbian 
exposition be open Sundays? Yes. All con- 
siderations, viewed calmly and rationally, are 
in favor of the open Sunday at the Columbian 
exposition. It is vain for narrow pedants and 
shallow preachers to remind us that the Sab- 
bath was made for rest and prayer. Sunday 
is not the Sabbath. Saturday is the Sabbath. 
Those for whom it was instituted’ do in de- 
creasing numbers keep it holy. Modern 
Christianity is not under the Hebrew dispen- 
sation. The Hebrews themselvs acknowledge 
that the social conditions which rendered the 
Mosaic Sabbath one of prayer and worship 
under & hierarchical government hav long 
since passed away, and that we are under no 
more obligation to heed them than to rebuild 
Solomon’s temple.” 


Tur San Francisco News-Letter is unchari- 


.tably disposed toward Sam Jones, for 1t says 


vehemently: ‘‘Mr. Sam Jones, inappropri- 
ately called the reverend, is not making much 


of a fist of the soul-saving business in this 
city. Mr. Jones’s methods of rubbing in the 
gospel are a mingling of the clown and the 
grave-digger. He is at one time preternatu- 
rally solemn, and at another disagreeably gro- 
tesque. When he dwells upon the moral 
relations of the sexes, he is unpardonably in. 
decent. He assured his audience last Sunday 
that among his friends his chastity was of the 
most admirable character. This sort of self- 
laudation is ever prolific of suspicion in ana- 
lytical minds. If Mr. Sam Jones did not 
imagin that some worldly-minded man might 
assert that he cast an unshepherd-like eye on 
the fair lambs of his cougregation, he would 
not go about from city to city blowing the 
trumpet of his own purity. The best proof 
of the little value his audience of last Sun- 
day set upon this assertion was that a large 
number of them got up and left. Where- 
upon Mr. Jones howled after them that he 
wished they might never come back, as they 
were not worth saving. A nice sort of 
mountebank this, to undertake to lead the 
erring back to the straight and narrow path. 
The very best cure for this sort of inspired 
preaching is the introduction of a basket of 
spoiled eggs and a bushel of highly-scented 
cabbages into the tabernacle. The alternate 
application of eggs and cabbages to the un- 
clerical physique of Mr. Sam Jones will teach 
him in a few short lessons that there must 
be some limit to tbe license of the pulpit. 
And after this I should recommend a little 
equestrian exercise on & nice, sharp fence 
rail. If the heart of Mr. Jones still remains 
untouched, the application of some feathers 
to the place where his wings ought to grow 
would make him about as near an angel as 
he will ever get." 
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Communications, 


l A Challenge to Mediums! 

Desiring, in the interests of truth, to test the 
genuinness of the so-called ‘“‘slate-writing spirit 
manifestations,” I hereby offer $100 to any medium 
who will accomplish this fest in my presence subject 
io the following conditions: i 

1. The slates to be selected by myself from any 
stook in this town of the medium’s own selection. 


- 2. The slates to be placed in charge of a disinter- 
ested person from the time they are seleeted till the 


beginning of the “ séance.” 
3. The sitting £o commence within one hour sfter 


the slates were selected, the slates to be kept by the 


holder in view of both parties. 

4. Each party to be entitled to four witnesses of 
their own ehoosing to attend the sitting, everyone 
present to strictly comply with and conform to the 
rules usual at these séances, the slates, however, to 
be kept constantly in sight. 

5. The spirit message, when received, to be seen 
and read by everyone in the room, and also by sev- 
eral outsiders who happen to be in view, and who 
cannot hav been placed under the medium’s mesmerio 
influence, to determin whether the sitters are under 
illusiv visual impressions or not. I will, therefore, 
accept as a genuin spirit communication any writing 
Been on these slates by persons not having been 
under mesmeric influence. If, however, this should 
be objected to, I will consent to hav the slates sealed 
up by the medium himself and again placed in charge 
of the disinterested person alluded to, until the sit- 
ters hav recovered their normal state and mental 
equipoise by absenting themselvs from the medi- 
um's presence for a few hours, and if the writing is 
still visible to the sitters at the end of the appointed 
time—the medium to bresk the seals and open the 
slates himself—I shall &lso regard it as a genuin 
spirit manifestation. 

Any intelligible sentence seen on the slates will 
satisfy me. I will not insist on recognizing the hand- 
writing of any departed friend or relativ, a phenom- 


enon eonsidered such conclusiv evidence of spirit 


existence. There is nothing more wonderful or mys- 
terious in this than in any other mesmeric vision. 
The simple fact is that the object our mesmerized 
fancy evokes we see, be it the face, figure, or hand- 
writing of a dead or living friend. Any vision can 
be called into view during the hypnotized condition 
of the subject. At the beginning of the séance the 
process of formation commences, the subject gen- 
erally wishing to receive a message from some one 
tc whom he or she was devotedly attached. This 
form being ever present, his letters read and re-read 
until the handwriting is indelibly impressed upon 
his or her memory, what wonder that, under abnor- 
mal physical and mental conditions, the organs of 
sight and of the imagination become so exalted that 


these forms, or general outlines, assume the form of 


a vision, becoming, under these “favorable condi- 
tions,” the “stock in trade” and sole reliance of the 
spirit propagandists, apparently visible to the phys- 
ical eye through the intensely excited sympathetic 
nerves or sentient motors connecting the imaginativ 
organs with the morbidly sensitized nerves of the 
visual organism, even while the subject, to all other 
intents and purposes, is fully awake? Whether I 
would mske a “good subject" or not, I cannot say, 
but, for the edification of mediums who intend ao- 
cepting my challenge, would say that I can, at any 
time, depict to my mental view any form or hand- 
. writing with which I am familiar, and I dare say 
there are few who cannot. What is there wonderful 
or mysterious, therefore, in beholding such visionary 


` Objects quite lucidly when the mind is specially pre-. 


pared and “doctored ” for it by the psychic force of 
a mesmerist, yclept “medium ?" Spirits indeed! To 
think that when one’s brain has been manipulated 
by the arts of those who hav special faculties for 
throwing susceptible organisms into a semi-somnam- 
bulistic state, one ascribes the visions perceived 
during such state to supernatural agencies! Upon 
what tenable grounds can these creations of an over- 
wrought nervous organism, excited to abnormal 
action by the will-power or psychic force of the 
mesmerisí, end followed by a reaction in the nature 
of partial physieal lethargy, temporarily suspending 
other functions of the body while the operator is 
transferring his superabundant animal magnetism 
into the passivly submitting individuality of the 
subject, be attributed to spirits? What connection 
can the phantasmagoria, which one human being has 
the art and capacity to evoke in another human being, 
hay with extraneous influences? When we further- 
more consider that these spirit-message phantoms, 
for instance, can be assisted in “ putting in an ap- 
pearance” by the scribbling sound which the medium 
is enabled, by his peculiar idiosyncrasies, or by a 
piece of slate and pencil in his pocket, te convey to 
the auricular organs of his victims—no; beg your 
pardon, I mean subjecte—said conveyance being via 
the Sentient Motor Line leading to the nerve-centers 
of the subjects, and the depression consequent upon 


TELE 


‘or noise perceived or transferred to the visual and 
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not, as is fallaciously and unwarrantably supposed, 
by spirit influence? 

I say “preferably termed media” because 
“media” implies spirit existence. It assumes 
supernatural spirit interference in the affaire of 
man, and what but groundless implieation and 
cheeky assumption has any phase of Spiritiem, from 
the “holy trinity” down to witchoraft, to support it? 
It is nothing but the most unwarrantable assumption 
therefore to call mesmerists by the mystifying name 
of “ media.” 

Spiritism is supernaturalism and therefore supersti- 
tious, although its votaries scornfully reject the 
imputation. But that spirits must be placed in the 
same category with witches (these being the ''me- 
diums" of the devil), mermaids, fairies, sprites, 
dragons, gods, holy or unholy ghosts, eto., seems 
self-evident. The superstition of antiquity has sim- 
ply evolved into modern Spiritualism. If it be 
denied that spirits are supernatural, God also cannot 
be supernatural though all deists regard him as a 
spirit. Spirits and Gods all belong to the same 
family therefore, and Spiritists cannot get around 
the imputation that spirits are supernatural! and 
therefore the outgrowth of superstition. In other 
words, they are, like Gods, the creation of man's own 
fancy. 

With witches and wizards recognized as the 
“media” of the devil, what a glorious witchcraft 
philosophy (?) might not hav been established ! 
They evidently missed their opportunity. The lead- 
ers of Spiritualism did not. 

That modern Spirituslism is supernaturslism, which 
is synonymous with superstition, and therefore a fal- 
lacy, can be still further demonstrated by consider- 
ing the nature of psychic force and its derivation. 
That psychic force is the essential or producing 
element of all so-called spirit pheromena is uni- 
versally admitted, and that it is intimately related to 
‘animal magnetism, if it is not identically the same, is 
also conceded. I say, “if it is not the same,” but I 
hold that psychic force is vital or physical force, ex- 
erting and manifesting itself through the brain. It 
is therefore animal force or physical energy. It is 
produced through the chemical action not only of 
our brain, but also of our entire physical being. 
Mental or psychical force is dependent upon physical 
vigor, as any mesmerist or medium is aware that 
the intensity of his powers varies with the condition 
of health of his or her body, showing that there is 
an intimate correlation between psyehie energy and 
physical force, the former depending upon the lat- 
ter, and the physical being therefore superior to the 
psychical—though not in the estimation of Spirit- 
ualists. With these premises established, I ask: 
If it could be proved to the satisfaction cf everyone - 
that spirits did not exist, would mesmerists or media 
not hav precisely the same powers to produce the 
visions, illusions, and rappings which are attributed 
tospirits? These mesmeric powers or psychic forces 
of our physical being are derived and evoived from 
the lowest orders of sentient beings, and can there- 
fore not be essentially different in their nature from 
those forces which animate and govern the psychic 
life of every animal organism from man down. The 
physical nature of psychic force, and its derivation 
from the lowest forms of sentient life, being shown, 
the fallacy of endowing it with immortality, or of 
ascribing its manifestations to spirit influence, isi 
therefore apparent. Spirits are as innocent in caus- 
ing these phenomens, a8 gods are innocent of causing 
the world (with all ita imperfections). Nature is all- 
sufficient in producing all we behold, without either 
the assistance of gods, spirits, or devils. 


All conscious beings embody animal magnetism of 
essentially the same nature as man’s, and must there- 
fore possess mesmeric powers to a certain degree, 
though only in sn incipient form, and unrealizable 
by them. For this reason we sre warranted in 
assuming that mind-transference and cerebral im- 
pressions mesmerically conveyed must pass between 
them, and, of account of having less intelligible 
means of communication than man, perhaps in a pro- 
portionately more pronounced degree. With these 
premises established it becomes apparent that, con- 
sidering the essential similarity between the psychic 
forces of the lower orders and those of man, al] must 
enjoy the same equality (proportionately) in regard 
to their spiritual life or influences, if they exist. , In 
other words, the psychic phenomena of the brute 
creation must be as attributable to spirit agency ag 
those of our race. But we “lords of creation” do 
not consider that a rattlesnake even has as much 
egotism (proportionately) as man; that he regards 
our race with the same venomous hatred that we feel 
for his race, and that if he could reason, he would 
scorn the idea of us being endowed with immortality, 
and his race being deprived of it. If he furthermore 
would resolve his psychic phenomena into the science 
of a spirit-philosophy he would hav the same 
grounds for ascribing these phenomena to rattle- 
snake spirits as we hav for attributing ours to 
human spirits, psychic force being essentially the 
same throughout nature, the only difference existing 
in the degree of development. 


the previous exaltation which must necessarily seize 
the reasoning faculties under these (un) “favorable 
conditions,” a depression, by the way, from which 
few subjects ever seem to recover—what reason, I 
repeat, is there for ascribing visions, produced during 
such an abnormally excited state, to spirit agency ? 
Not a shadow of areason. It isa bald assumption— 
an unwarranted jump at a conclusion absolutely 
devoid of a semblance even of common sense or logic 
to support it, and totally beyond the pale of tenta- 
tiv or analcgieal verification. 

Anyone conversant with but the rudiments of the 
psychologica! laws of our being must be aware that 
a steady fixation of the mental eye upon any image 
or outlines it desires to see more lucidly will termi- 
nate in such s high pitch of nervous excitation that 
under the stimulus of the hypnotic i: fluence diffusing 
a gubtil fluid through one's entire nervous organism 
by the medis, its sympathetic ganglions centering in 
the physical structure of the visual organs will be- 
come so acutely sensitiv that the subject cannot fail 
to perceive through the interior collectiv nerve cen- 
ters uniting in the retina the impress or reflex of the 
object thus evolved through the intense activity of 
this mental formativ process, and upon the evolution 
and perception of which desired or expected object 
the combired psychic energies and odie forces oi 
both subject and mesmerist are concentrated. 

What is there mysterious about these simple prop- 
erties of our nature, and what warrant hav spirit 
propagandists to escterically withhold from the world 
at large a knowledga of these simple psychological 
principles, deceptivly professing that the mental 
phenomena they produce are accomplished through 
spirit agency, when in fact they simply—know betier ! 

Religion keeps the world in the dark; it is only 
through ignorance that it can sustain iteelf, and the 
propovnders of Spiritualism seem to follow its policy. 

But if the explanstions I hav given of these “ amaz- 
ing” phenomena, yclept “spirit manifestations,” do 
not satisfy our Spiritual friends—they satisfy the 
knowing ones, I dare say, and for that matter, they 
did not require these explanations to understand 
them—but if they should noi satisfy the uninitiated 
I would say in further elucidation of these psychic 
phenomena which hav set the greatest thinkers of 
the world by the ears, that the mesmerees, or sub- 
jects of visual illusion, see the objects evolved dur- 
ing their semi-somnambuiistic state, into which they 
are thrown through the gradually increasing exalte- 
tion of their temporarily deranged cerebrum, induc- 
ing a condition favorable to hallucinatory impres- 
sions, although this proximate somnipathic state 
does not necessarily render them oblivious to their 
surroundings, or existing to & degree that would 
preclude a coherent sequence in the succession cf 
their ideas. On the contrary, the influx of odio 
nerve force consequent upon this ezaltation is so 
great that while the physical functions must become 
correspondingly depressed on account of the un- 
avoidable logs of vitality during said influx of nerve 
force into the cerebral regions, these latter acquire 
such aa abnormal lucidity—a state approaching 
clairvoyance—that during this “favorable condi- 
tion "—for imposition—the “impress” which the 
subject is so desirous of receiving, and the media so 
anxious to convey, is developed through the creativ 
process of their combined cerebral activities, and the 
illusionary object thug appearing upon the over- 
wroughi fancy of the temporarily deranged patient, 
be it that of a departed friend or of a message in his 
or her own handwriting, or in fact of any other object 


auricular organism of the subject, is conveyed from 
the mental retina, ¿.e., the imegination, upon the 
now highly sensitized and therefore readily respond- 
ing organo physical apparatus of the natural eye. 

To prove the correctness of this theory concerning 
the nature of these slate: writing phenomena, 7.¢., that 
they are merely hallucinations, let the siatee be 
sealed up by the medium himself, after the writing 
has been seen on them, and placed in charge of any 
disinterested person for a few hours, the sitters or 
subjects in the mean time absenting themselvs to 
restore their mental equilibrium, and if at the end 
of that time the alleged “ message" is still visible by 
anyone not under mesmeric influence, I will concede 
it to be a “spirit manifestation.” 

This simple test can be made by any witnessing 
the phenomena, proving ecnelusivly that what they 
behold on the slates is an illusion unless produced 
through trickery. They simply allow themselvs to 
be mesmerized, but why they should ascribe the 
visions they behold while in this state to spirits 
passes my comprehension. They hav no reason 
except the unsupported assertion of the medium, 
and what warrant has he for it? As for the purport 
of the writing, it is explainable in the same manner 
as the other attendant features or peculiarities of the 
phenomenon, or in some cases by thought transfer- 
ence from the media to the subject. If then it can 
be shown that the various objscts seen and different 
noises heard can be produced only in presence of a 
mesmerist, preferably termed medium or media, is it 
not proof positiv that these visions or noises are 
caused by the medium’s own psychic powers, and 


“ Consistency, thou art a jewel!" Will our Spirit- 
ualistic friends please make a note of this ? 
It is indeed held by many Spiritualists that all 


sentient beings are endowed with immortality, this 


doctrin being advocated for consistency’s sake, they 
knowing that the same principle of psychic force per- 
vades the entire animate creation and the same at- 
tendant phenomena must therefore be experienced 
in a corresponding degree in every animate being 
possessing superior psychic power over others of 
its kind, and if this psychic force, unwarrantably 
called “soul-principle,” is immortal in one it must be 
in all. 

It is an entirely unsupported assumption therefore 
to attribute to spirit agency what those gifted with 
exceptional mesmeric powers can produce themselves. 
As for the furniture-moving manifestations, I will 
forfeit $100 if the phenomena can be produced in my 
presence and that of several others, we complying 
with every condition. Any ponderable, inanimate 
object will be accepted to operate on, from a broom- 
stick to a piano. While I hav no doubt that such 
movements hav often been seen, I claim they were 
only illusory, 7.¢., through mesmerie but not spirit 
influence, for no one with a grain of sense can believe 
that & piano could actually leap five or six feet into 
the air without breaking through the floor in its 
descent. And to think that furniture or other mu- 
sical instruments could fly througha room with many 
people in it, and not injure some one, is equally ab- 
surd. Only those who were under the influence, 
affording the necessary “favorable conditions,” saw 
the articles move, others did not, showing beyond all 
reasonable doubt that the movements were the re- 
sult of hallucination. In cases where these alleged 
spirit manifestations were seen by all present, they 
were simply all mesmerized. 

These very phenomena that are considered such 
irrefragable evidence of spirit existence, are performed 
by mesmerists the world over, who do not claim that 
they are performed through spirit agency, their 
modus operandi not being calculated to deceive. 
But the mystifying maneuvers of the so-called me- 
dium carry with them such convincing proof with 
the over-credulous, who do not reason beyond ap- 
pearances, that they cannot understand how anyone 
can fail to be convinced by them. They never re- 
fleet that even if spirits did exist, it is not at all 
likely they would cut up such capers as they are ac- 
cused of. A decent spirit would not dream of mak- 
ing furniture fly around the room, but would know 
how to behave himself. None but escaped spirit 
lunatics would be guilty of such doings, and how 
comforting to reflect that asylums are built so inge- 
curely in spirit land, and that respectable spirits like 
* We, Us & Co.," for instance, hav to dodge around 
every corner in constant fear and apprehension of 
getting our spirit heads smashed. And how humil- 
iating to think that our fathers and mothers and 
other relativs would make such fools of themselvs as 
to make the furniture fly around the rooms, or to 
scare people out of their wits. If anyone had but 
intimated to a Spiritualist that his parents could hav 
been guilty of such folly while in the flesh, he would 
hav resented it with a knock-down, and to think 
therefore that they would do as spirits what they 
would hav been ashamed of doing in the flesh is pre- 
posterous. Is such belief worthy of intellectual 
beings? 

If furniture heaving or smashing, table-rapping, 
and all such tomfoolery are samples of “spirit prog- 
ress” and of the way they spend their time in eter- 
nity, I want none of it, and beg to be excused. Im- 
mortality indeed must be very desirable with lunatics 
as companions. But it may be said in extenuation 
that "the poor critters must hav something to do to 
pass away their time.” Very well, but after they hav 
smashed all the furniture what will they do then ? 
Glorious prospect that, indeed ! 

But I am anxious to test the correctness of my 
theory that the phenomena alluded to are mere hallu- 
cinations produced by mesmeric force (where gen- 
uin), and therefore not attributablé to spirits, in 
furtherance whereof I shall, on publication of accept- 
ance of my challenge in Tae Troura Sxzexzr by any 
medium in fair standing, forward draft for the 
amount stated, to its office, to be held subject to the 
above conditions. Let all truth-loving Spiritualists 
—and I believe the majority of Spiritualists desire 
to know the truth ; if they err, it is because they rea- 
son from false premises—bring this challenge to the 
notice of every medium in their respectiv localities, 
as an ignoring of it would be prima facie evidence 
of the fallacy of the dootrins, and fraudulency of 
the claims, of Spiritualism. ` H. Werrsrern. 

Marengo, Ill., May 16, 1890. 


——— 573 —————— 
Another Truth Seeker in Seareh of Spirits. 


In the wide and unexplored domain of metaphys- 
ical science there is room for honest “ mediumship," 
whether we liv again or not. The telegraph op- 
erator cannot tell from whom or where the message 
comes. And an honest “sensitiv” or medium can 
no more tell from what source they receive intel- 
ligence. Possibly from minds in the body, possibly 
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from an infinit diary kept by nature, where, like the 
geological records, -or a self-registering phonograph, 
is stored up the life experience of every mortal. 

A few days ago a Mrs. Knight, a sister of Mott, 
the hero of many exposures, visited Leavenworth. 
Thirsting for light and knowledge, I sought her door. 
I was ushered into a small room and seated at a 
table covered with a heavy spread which reached 
nearly to the floor on my side, but drepped but a few 
inches on the other. As an appetizing prelude to the 
feast sbout to be served, the medium suddenly 
assumed a prophetic manner, and informed me that 
I did something in 1881 that proved disastrous in 
some way—either moved or journeyed a long dis- 
tance, or tock a partner or made some change in 
business. I replied that her remarks did not fit my 
case. Then she gazed again and said it was her 
mistake—it was 1880. Again I assured her that 
none of those things happened to me in 1880, except 
that I moved a short distance greatly to my benefit. 
“Yes,” said she, * that is it—you feared at one time 
it might prove a bad move, but it turned outall right 
in the end,” and giving me no chance to reply, she 
handed me some some strips of note-paper one inch 
wide by five long, and directed me to write some 
questions for my spirit friends to answer, addressing 
them by name, and fold and mix the notes. Taking 
up my double slates with a look of disapproval, she re- 
marked that it took much longer tc magnetize double 
slates than a single one. I spoke about tying, but 
getting no response and fearful of driving the spirits 
away, I picked up one of the folded bits and dropped 
it in the middle of one of the slates which she held 
in waiting. Moving it to the corner of the slate, she 
shut and placed them under the table, against the 
top, and asked me to assist in holding them. This 
I did with both hands. The slates were jerked and 
shoved round, which she explained by saying they 
were being magnetized, but as I felt, or thought I 
felt, the slates slightly open, I naturally concluded I 
could guess the real purpose, and also why the note 
was moved to the corner of the slate. I was con- 
vinced that the note was then in herlap. A moment 
later she changed the drift of her constant talk to 
the beautiful sunshine out of doors, to a passing 
train, eto., but instead of looking out of the window, 
as desired, I only appeared to do so, while I watched 
the madam out of the corner of my eye, snd saw her 
gaze down into her lap. 

The next thing was a suggestion that my note had 
been sufficiently magnetized, and if I would loosen 
my grip she would take it from the slates snd places 
it on the table. Accordingly she thrust her hand 
between the slates (just as though she did not hav 
the note in her hand already) and placed it on the 
table to my right, and told me to put my hand on it. 
This maneuver got my right band from under the 
table, but as she soon found that my left hand was 
in her way she placed her left hand on my right 
hand and directed me to put my left hand on hers. 

Now, with both of my hands disposed of, what 
was to hinder her from writing the message? She 
had the slates all to herself. Resollect that no 
pencil had been put between them. She said the 
spirits would furnish their own pencil I will here 
note that her host had directed me to bring soft 
slates. Why soft? Inferentially because the finger- 
nail, or a piece of horn, and many other substances 
will make a white mark on a soft slate, and at the 
same time make no noise. In about ten minutes the 
madam, having finished her writing, as I believe, 
asked me to relieve her in holding the slates. I 
obeyed. Then she scolded the spirits and told them 
to write at once if they were going to, as we were 
tired of waiting. 

Presently a scratching commenced, &. very poor 
imitation of writing on a slate with a pencil, and 
she bade me listen, as a spirit was answering my 
note. This ruse to make me believe that the writing 
was then being done while I was holding the slates 
and the medium not toushing them, was very cute. 
Finally the scribbling ceased, and she reached under 
and drew forth the slates, opened them, and ex- 
hibited the writing with an air of triumph. The 
same program was gone through with in the case of 
each note. 

The first note chanced to be one addressed to John 
Blank asking him if he gave his body to tha medical 
college. The reply began: “I did.” Then followed 
the usual stereotyped phraseology about being happy 
and the glorious realities of the spirit world, quite 
foreign to the man, and signed, “John.” The ques- 
tion was intended for a trap and the madam caught 
herself in if, as I expected she would. The correct 
reply would hav been, “I did not." 

The second note was addressed to my father ask- 
ing him what year the Ossawattomie convention was 
held. The reply said: “I cannot answer your ques- 
tion now. I will hav to go back and count up.” 
Then the customary platitudes, closing, * Your father, 
——.” As he was a graduate, and a historian with 
a wonderful memory for dates, and as his attendance 
upon that convention cost him his life, it is not at all 
likely that he would hav to “ go back and count up” 
to giv me the year. The initial prefixed to his name 
resembled one letter quite as much as another. I 


asked her what it was. She studied some time, gave 
it up, and then asked me what his name was. I told 
her it was Alexander. “Why, of course it is an A,” 
said she, touching it with her fingernail, as if com- 
pleting the letter. However, that was not his name. 
She had put her foot into it again, as usual. 

The third note was to my mother asking her the 
year of her death. The medium, evidently regret- 
ting her bad break in the previous answer, and be- 
coming disgusted with chronological test questions, 
anyway, wisely concluded to “ pass” on this interrog- 
story. Another spirit answered the note and in- 
formed me that my mother was not present, but 
sought to console me for the disappointment by tell- 
ing me that I was very positiv—that I brought a 
good infiuence, etc. An unsolicited message was 
received from a Cousin James I never had, and one 
from & Mr. Eston who formerly lived in this city, and 
whom the medium very naturally supposed I knew. 
He was made to address me in a familiar way, 
though we had never go much as heard of each 
other. ; ° 

The writing of the alleged spirits was so scratchy 
and mixed up, lines sometimes: running into each 
other, often an inch apart at one end and joined to- 
gether at the other, that I could not make out half 
the words, but I noticed that the medium had no 
Gifficulty in translating it. The slips of paper were 
cut small, I suppose, so as to be easily manipulated 
and to eompel brief questions, quickly read and an- 
swered. 

A gentleman here is the possessor of a letter 
written snd mailed to him by this medium prior to 
her visit to our city. He also possesses one of her 
spirit messages. The handwriting is the eame, par- 
ticularly noticeable in the capitals. In both occur 
the word “happy,” peculiarly written, and as much 
alike as a pair of twins. 

For over ten years there hav been standing re- 
wards offered by doubters in various parts of the 
country—sums ranging from $100 to $1,000—for so 
much 88 a line of spirit writing, under conditions 
absolutely precluding the possibility of fraud. And 
it ia an Ominous and suggestiv fact that not one of 
these rewards has ever been contested for. 

The exposure of Dr. Bouton, the great writing 
medium of the West, should hav served to put 
Spiritualists on their guard against fraud and hum- 
bug. But the lesson appears to hav been quiskly 
forgotten. It is gratifying to know, however, that 
there are a few of that feith, like Vincent and Francis, 


.wiling to apply the prunisg knife, tho sealpel, or 


dynamite if need be, in ridding their cause of the 
cancerous frauds that are bringing disrepute upon 
it. There are too many Spiritualists who, while 
sondemning church people for their blind credulity 
in swallowing fish and ghost stories, are themselvs 
eager to shut their eyes, open their mouths and swal- 
low everything put in by mediumistio jugglers. 

It will be recollected that Mobis friends used to 
draw the mantle of charity over his frauds by ex- 
plaining that ones in a while, when, from .intoxica- 
tion, exhaustion, or other causes, he failed to get 
spirié cooperation, the unreasonable demaads of his 
patrons impelled him to provide bogus demonstra- 
tions. Perhaps the $60,000 fortune which he 
amassed at the business would throw some light on 
his motivs. 

But after all, why should we require or expect 
mediums to be honest while the half of mankind get 
their living by dishonesty and the other half would 
if they could ? 

My purpose in penning this article is not to injure 
the medium referred to, but rather to recommend 
her as a practitioner eminent in her profession, and 
to characterize her entertainments as brilliant exhibi- 
tions of high art. How she can afford so rich a 
treat for the paltry sum of $1 is the greatest mys- 
tery of all. A ten-word message from California 
costs $1; but with unexampled generosity she will 
giv you a hundred words all the way from kingdom 
come for the same money. Having bought a dollar's 
worth of her messages and given them a thorough 
trial according to directions, I take great pleasure in 
recommending them to suffering humanity. 

That I am not a believer in-ghosts is no fault of 
miue, for Barkis is more than willin', and always has 
been. Most gladly would I giv $500 for & genuin 
message from my father and mother. 

Madam Knight evidently did her level best to call 
up my dead relativs. And I fully acquit her of blame 
for their non-appesrance. That some of my departed 
friends hav for fifteen years failed to redeem their 
dying promises to communicate with me is rather 
discouraging, but I shall never fully abandon hope 
in continuous existence. S. R. SHEPHERD. 

Leavenworth, Kan. 


—— dM ——— 


Tux doctors, or sages, who govern both mind and 
body, are generally profoundly ignorant, foolishly 
prejudiced, or at war with common sense. It is 
usually among obscure men, that thinkers are found 
animated with a superior instinct, who invent admira- 
ble things on which the learned afterward reason.— 
Voltaire. 
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Communications. 


Christ and Antichrist. 

The Christian dictionaries tell us that the word 
Christ means anointed, but several years ago, in rea- 
soning upon the use of the word in theology, and its 
analogies, I arrived at the conclusion that the word 
Christ is synonymous with our English word light. 
I hav just found in the “History of Christianity,” 
by Edward Gibbon, the confirmation and proof of 
this opinion. The werd Ohrist means physically the 
light of the sun, the light of a fire, an electric light, 
ete; spiritually it means light of the mind, thought, 
reason, wisdom, intelligence, etc. Then the reai 
meaning of the word Christian is, a disciple of rea- 
son, a devotee of science. Iam a Chrisiian accord. 
ing to the real signification of the term. 

The Virgin Mary, Cybele, Isis, eto., were allego- 
ries of nature or symbolical personifications of nature, 
and their sons, Christ, Osiris, Horus, Christna, 
Buddha, etc, were allegories of light, reason, and 
science. These stories are true in their philosophical 
sense, for reason and sciences hav been, figurativly 
speaking, crucified by superstition in all nations of 
the earth. But science will not stay down; it 

- always comes up again—this is the symbolized resur- 
rection. The Greek word logos used by Plato to 
designate the second person in the írinity, which 
was translated into son, word, etc., meant in Greece 
reason, intelligence; in Palestine it meant wisdom. 
Then what is Antichrist, the great enemy and antago- 
nist of reason and scienca? I answer, superstition, 
and the Christian church ia the kingdom of Anti. 
christ. The Obristian church bas fulfiiled the proph- 
ecies of Antichrist to the very letter, and the people 
who call themselvs Christians ought to be called 
Autiehristians. In proof of this assertion I will 
quote from the footnote on page 400 of Gibbon's 
* History :" 

When the church of Rome became supreme, and the 
Nicene creed—the creed of Athanasius—ruled the European 
world; when humanity was enchained by superstition and 
fanaticism —those twin jailors of the mind—freedom was ex- 
pelled, reagon was dethroned, and the light of intellect was 
quenched in the Cimmerien gloom of faith. ‘The dark 
centuries of Catholicism succeeded the learning and civiliza. 
tion developed under the freedom and toleration of ancient 
PAESI. ) 

uperstition governed the human intellect. The holy In- 
quisition was established. The stake claimed the noblest 
and bravest of its victims, and the victory of the cross was 
illumined by the light of burning fagots and the groans of 
dying heretics. Jt was tben that Protestantism was born, 


and with it returned freedom and knowledge to bless and 
elevate humanity. 


But Antichrist had interpolated and corrupted the 
scriptures which fell as a legacy to the Protestant 
sects. F'rom half to two-thirds of the New Testament 
consists of interpolations put in there by Antichrist, 
which interpolated passages are in conflict with the 
original text, which has created much confusion and 
division in the Protestant ranks. The interpolations 
of Antichrist are so intermixed with the genuin 
article that the Protestant Christians cannot pull up 
the tares without pulling up the wheat with them. 
After Constantine embraced the Christian religion 
the Roman legions placed upon their standards a 
monogram, which consisted of the letter P with an 
X or cross mark placed upon it. The P was the 
initial of philosophy or science, and the cross mark 
was a sign of erasure or cancellation. This was the 
origin of the Catholic croes, which Antichrist adopted 
as his emblem. P. F. Saumaxer. 

Flat Creek, La., May 4, 1890. 
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Eminent Women. 
MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT GODWIN. 


. This troly brave and radical thinker was born in 
1759. and in advanced opinions she was so far ahead 
of the majority of her sex that the rank and file of 
them hav not yet reached her plane of thought, and 
will not do so for many generations yet to come. 

Mary was a studious giri and an able thinker. 
attended only the common schools till the age of six- 
teen, when Rov. Mr. Clare, an eccentric old preacher, 
became deeply interested in the beautiful, talented 
girl, and gave her access to his rare library, and 
helped her in her search for knowledge. At his 
kome she became acquainted with Frances B:ood, a 
young girl two years her senior in age and much 
better educated than Mary. The friendship of Ciare 
aud Frances gave a new impetus to Mary's endeavors 
to obtain as thorough &n education as her means 
would: allow of, and henceforth “her mind took a 
higher, wider intellectual ravge.” To earn money 
io carry out her plans she lived as waiting maid with 
Mrs. Dawson, till the death of her mother in 1780 
called her home. 

Her younger sister Eliza married a Mr. Bishop, 
who treated her so cruelly she was forced to leave 
him, and so Mary started a day-school, assisted by 
Fannie Blood, as a means of livelihood for herself 
and her sisters, Eliza and Everina. 

While teaching she became acquainted with the 


| intellectual attainments. 
|eiations upon síf«ctation and mock modesty, and 


She | 


revolutionist, and Mary's crude ideas on civil and 
religious subjects were ripened, and soon bore fruit. 

In 1785 Frances Biood died, and she being a Prot- 
estant the authorities at Lisbon refused her burial in 


‘consecrated ground, and Mary now first openly de- 


fied the law by helping to “steal her friend & grave.” 
She left her school in charge of her sisters, to attend 
the deathhed of Frances (who had married and left 
the schoo!); and the sisters let the business get 
broken up, and yet with these two depending on her 
for support she still found a way to help Mr. and 
Mrs. Biood, the parents of Frances, who were in ex- 
treme poverty. “Eager to repay the kindness she 
had received from their daughter," Mary was spurred 
on to write a pamphlet of one hundred and sixty 
pages, entitled, “Thoughts on the Education of 
Daughters,” for which she received ten guineas from 
ner London publisher, Mr. Johnson. She gave this 
money to Mr. and Mrs. Blood to take them to Dab- 
lin, their old home. *' Dearer than the money, how- 
ever, were the words of praise and encoursgement 
which Mr. Johnson saw fit to bestow upon her tal 
ents in giving it.” For three years she row wrote 
almost exclusivly for Mr. Johnson—translating, com- 
piling, snd condensing. She however wrote, during 
this time, her first story, “a fiction.” Her father be- 
eame involved in financial difficulties, and she had to 
help to care for the younger members of his family, 
and to do this required rigid economy. She pro- 
sured situations as governesses for the two sisters 
she had educated, procured a land grant for her 
brother Charles and a commission for James, and 
even provided for and took under her protection s 
little orphan girl. Can we wonder that she found 
other women tame and comparativiy useless when 
she was doing all this out of her own earnings and 
through her own ir fluence and by her own energy? 

In 1790 she wrote “The Vindication of the Rights 
of Man,” which though violent in tone and temper 
wss warmly welcomed and cordially received by the 
lovers of liberty in England and on the continent. 
This work introduced her to fame, and to the notice 
of her future husband, Mr. Godwin. They met at a 
dinner party and were mutually displeased. His 
quiet temper rebelled at her oreasional harshness and 
violence of expression, while she was annoyed at his 
philosophical calmness where she saw 80 much need. 
ing to be done, and done by enthusiastic, earnest, 
hot, and heavy words. 

The public were condemnstory of & woman who 
wrote on politics, and this censure turned her atten- 
tion to woman's rights. “She began to question the 
reasons given to account for woman's subordinate 
position.” The result was the publication in 1792 of 
her “ Vindication of the Rights of Woman,” a '* pas- 
sionate defense of the true dignity, and an eloquent 
plea for the better education of woman, a work com. 
ing directly from her heart, and sanctioned by the 
deliberate reasoning of her brain.” She said: “If 
woman be not prepared by education to become the 
companion of man, she will stop the progress of 
knowledge; for truth must be common to all, or it 
will be inefficacious with respect to its influence on 
general practice. If children are to be educated to 
understand the true principles of patriotism, their 
mother must be a patriot, and the love of mankind, 
from which an orderly train of virtues spring, can 
only be produced by considering the moral and civil 
interests of mankind, but the education and situation 
of woman at present shuts her out from such inves- 
tigations.” 7 

Mary wrote her “ Vindication of the Rights of 
Woman” in six weeks. She was severe in ber con 


| temptuous estimate of her own sex, attacking them 


with sarcasm and scorn for trying to be clinging 
vines and petted dolls, instead of true companions 
and wise mothers, who would hold an equal influ- 
ence with man, through equal excellence of morals and 
She wrote scathing denun- 


dealt freely with topics which were then considered 
indelicate for women to write or talk about. Men 
sneered end ridiculed, but could not help being con- 
vinced she was right. Women seemed shocked and 
shamed, and yet secretly read her book; and all be- 


' gan to act upon its suggestions. 


We sre always too apt to martyrize the truth- 
teller, while we insensibly imbibe the truths them- 
selva. Seeing “the horrors of modern matrimony,” 
and finding them verified in the brutality of the 


| husband cf her sister Elizs, and the obstinate, dom- 


ineering conduct of her father, whose domestic 
tyranny made an abject slave of his wife, Mary was 
disgusted at marriage laws which gave such absolute 
power into the hands of the husband. She believed 
love should be the only bond, and so became the 
wife of Gilbert Imlay in all but the sanction of law. 
For a year or two she was in a paradise, and deemed 
her views on marriage well lived out and proved in 
her own experience. “She would hav laughed to 
scorn any crosker who prophesied an estrangement 
between herself and the father of her child—their 
child! Could even heaven prevail against a union 
cemented by so strong and trueja love?” But Imlay 
tired of the romauce, and felt a need of a change of 


Rev. Richard Price, a Liberal and an enthusiastic! loves, and in 1795 left her in Paris, while he made 


an excuse to go to England. Not dresming of his 
desire to leave her, sho followed hix, and then he 
threw off all disguise and let her see that his love 
was dead. In her despsir she twice attempted sui- 
cide, which so alarmed Imlay that he pretended a 
return of his affestion—but sent her on some busi- 
ness to Swedeu and Norway. She was accompanied 
by her little girl, Frauces, aud the child's nurse. 

It was while thus absent she wrote her “ Letters 
from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark," of which her 
husband, Godwin, says: “No other book of travel 
80 irresistibly seizes on the heart. It speaks of her 
sorrows in a way that fills ua with melancholy and 
dissolves us in tenderness, at the same time that her 
genius commands admiration, and we are coustrained 
to love the writer.” The greater number of these 
letters are addressed to Imlay, and we can but won- 
der of what sort of stuff the man’s heart was made 
that he could resist those eloquent appeals to sll 
that was best of him, or refrain from loving so true 
and tender a soul. 

Alter four months absence she returned and found 
Imlay had gone to America with a newer love! 
She now gave up to the ineviteble. and turned her 
attention to literary pursuits, and the care and edu- 
cation of her little girl She was thrown ngain in 
the society of Wm. Godwin. The interest he felt 
in her misfortunes, the admiration excited in him by 
her genius, and the rsdies! opinions which they held 
in common, drew them together, and theiz friendship 
soon ripened into love. Time ard trouble had 
softened her manners into & more womanly gentle- 
ness, and though nearly thirty-eight years of age, 
she retained much of her charming beauty and 
sweetness of expression. 

Notwithstanding her experience with Imlay, she 
still clung to her love of liberty, and her determina- 
tion to practice ber principles, and so she and Qod- 
win lived together without marriage till they wished 
to secure the legal rights of their child, then they 
were privately married (in 1797). Their happiness 
was unclouded and unbounded. Their child was 
born Aug. 30, 1797, snd the September following 
the mother died, leaving to Mr. Godwin this child 
(Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin), who afterward be- 
came the wife of Shelley. 

Of the personal character of the Mary of our 
sketch her husband speaks in the highest terms. 
“Never did there exist a woman,” he says of her, 
“who might, with less fear, expcse her actions, and 
call upon the universe to judge them. . . . 
Lovely in her person, she was, in the best and most 
engaging sense, feminin in her manners. . . . 
The strength of Mary's mind lay in her intuition. 
In a robust and unwavering judgment cf this sort, 
there is a kind of witchcraft. When it decides justly 
it produces a responsiv vibration in every ingenuous 
mind.” 

Mary was a Deist, and an unbeliever in a Calvin- 
istic hell. She could not believe “an all-wiee and 
powerful being, 8s good as he is great; should create 
8 being, foreseeing that, after fifty or sixty years of 
feverish existence, he would be plurged into never 
ending woe.” Ermina Draxe SLENKER. 

e 


A Suppressed Liberal Club Critic. 


I arose to spesk at a meeting of the Manhattan 
* Liberal" Club Friday evening, May 23i, but was 
denied the privilege on the objection of Mrs. 
Leonard, who had just delivered one of her charac- 
teristic speeches, and was evidently afraid that I 
would criticise her remarks. I do not wish to orit- 
icise them now, except to state that they might 
amuse the sensual and interest such reformers as 
believe that & pool of filthy water may be purified by 
“stirring it up." The sutj.cí under consideration 
was “ Hereditary Influences.” Iam a Western man, 
and I proposed to diecugs this topic from a Western 
standpoint—a position not taken by any speaker of 
the evening. I still intend to “hav my say " on this 
subject, provided I can obtain the privilege through 
a Liberal newspaper. I deem those hereditary in- 
fluences “the best" which are not transmitted. The 
world is now overcrowded, and it cannot sustain a 
much larger population than the present one under 
the existing social conditions which render life toler- 
able to the wealthy aud make it miserable for the 
masses. 

Some day Socialism will prevail. Then millions of 
that class that is now consigned to the grave pre- 
maturely throngh the wrongs of competition will liv 
happily and propagate their species snd within two 
centuries life will again be st a maximum. It seems 
to me that it is better under these conditions to con- 
fine our attention to promoting the interesis of the 
living than to bring new beings on the scene of life 
to suffer from the injustice of the world and perish, 
perhaps in the approaching cor flict. We hav capital 
and oppression on one hand and slavery and igno- 
rances on the other. This is the old story and it will 
probably be settled in the old way. A very impor. 
tant hereditary condition is the satisfactory union of 
the parents, and this is more dependent on corjugal 
love than philoprogenitivness. I define conjugal 
love a8 the pure and wholly platonic affection that 
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may exist between one “sou!” and its only mate. I j 


consider the mutual platonic love of one man and 
ons womau the gem of life if it be permanent, but 
think that love can only be permanent when the 
* gpirita" are in perfect harmony with each other. 
Then they may liv for time, love for eternity, and 
progress forever in perfect freedom and choice of 
will with but one heart, one mind, one “ soul” be. 
tween them, because they are effinities. This senti- 
ment exists in various degrees in individuals and 
therefore some love their companions with an inten- 
sity approachiag insanity and a devotion exceeding 
idolatry and others who are just as truly mated care 
nothing for each other. Some do not wish to be 
mated, others are not mated because they cannot fiad 
their affiaities, and many are mismated because they 
hav tried to fiad their affinities and mistaken their 
own characters or those of oihers. The masses are 
unmafed bscause they hav no affaities. ‘These 
despise platonia affection. They soon grow weary 
of their companions and the world in general, and it 
simply is a question of time when they would become 
tired of anyone else. Their bond of union is simply 
an instinct that hes nothing in common with true 
love save & few misleading appearances and a natural 
aversion. I say in connection with this, Confound 
en animal that has four feet and yet insists on walk- 
ing uprightly. for all the world liko a man. My 
apologies to Ds. Weeks and the lecturer, who re- 
minded me very forcibly of two Thomas cats that 
had chanced to meet on the same fence. 

Bat I digress. Sometimes friendehip is bond of a 
satisfactory union. Friendship, like love, is a pla- 
tonio affection, but it is not exclusiv like the latter, 
and it is founded on only a partial affiaity. Lastly, 
ail cannot be suited, as there is an unfortunate dif- 
ference in the mals and female characters, and mon 
who can love aro as raro as women that resson. I 
do not know why this should be so, but I think I 
do know that i5 is simply damnable to hold those in 
bondege who wish to separate, or to compel any per- 
son io commit a crime or sacrifice a lifetime in ex- 
piating a single error of the judgment. Therefore 
I advoante the &bolishmsnt of sil laws restricting 
divorce. The hesrts that are faithful do not need 
them; those that ars inconstant are made worse by 
them, and as factors in the promotion of morality 
they do not amount, in my judgment, to a condem. 
nation from the deity. Now, if all persons eontem- 
plating marriage would mske courtship a season of 
mutual investigation—a court of inquiry established 
by mutual consent to determin their fitness for each 
other, study phrenology and physiology, and re- 
member, as a generalization, that as like causes pro- 
duce like effects, a semblance of countenances implies 
a similar character; and remember, as a fact, that 
the Naw Yorker, as an animal, is a little lower than 
the wanderoo monkey, and a blamed sight lower than 
“the angels ”—then the end desired would be more 
often accomplished. JULIAN MASORLLAS. 


Professor Huxl y to Professor Skilton on 
e Metagnosticism.? . 
From the Popular Science Monthly. 

I hav read the papers which accompanied your 
letter of the 25.h of November with much attention ; 
but, I regret to say, with the result that I can dis- 
cover no good ground for the change of nomencla- 
ture which you propose. Permit me to trouble you 
with my reasons for that conclusion: E 

The term “Aznostic” was not suggested by the 
passage in the “ Acta of the Apostles” in which Paul 
speaks of a. inscription to the “ Uaknown God." 
Is is obvious that the author of that inscription was 
a Taeist —I may sav an anxious Theist—who desired 
not to offend any God, not known to him, by ignor- 
ing the existence of sush a deity. The person who 
erected the altar was, therefore, in the same position 
as those puilosophers who, in modern times, hav 
brought about the apotheosis of ignorance under 
the name of the “Absolute” or its equivalents. 

* Agnostic” eame into my mind as a fit antithesis 
to “ Gaostic—" the “ Gaosties ” being those ancient 
heretics who professed to know most about those 
very things of which I am quite sure I know 
nothing. i 

“ Aguostic,” therefore, as the name of a philosoph- 
ical system is senseless; its import lies in being a 
confession of igaoranes—-3 warning set up against 
philosophical and theological phantoms—which was 
never more nesded than at the present time, when 
the ghost of tha “Absolute” slain by my masters 
Hume and Kant and Hamilton is making its appear- 
anes in broad daylight. 

Your definition of “moetagnosticism” says that “it 
relates to beyond knowledge." That is exactly what 
all the “absolute” philosophers profess the “ Abso. 
lute” does; and it is precisely that profession which 
I consider to be fusil aad mischievous. To my mind 
science is exast aud organizsd knowledge—neither 
more nor less. And the knowledge which goes 
“beyond knowledge" is something which my cogni- 
tiv faculties do not enable me to apprehend. 

Tha term “Evolution Philosophy" which you 
employ seems to hav different meanings for different 


people. 


For me, evolution is a name for a certain process, 
the occurrence of which in various groups of things 
is 88 nearly demonstrated as any historical event can 
be. And this, I think, constitutes a fair ground for 
the expectation that the whole cosmic process will 
turn out to be one of evolution. The business of 
philosophy, as I understand it, is, among other 
things, to arrive at a scientific theory of evolution; 
but these other things are quite as important as evo- 
lution. Philosophy, in fact, should embrace the 
whole of which the theory of evolution is a part. 

_ Three or four generations of patient workers, csu- 
tiouely feeling their way by the well-known methods 
of true science, may bring our posterity within sight 
of such & philosophy. For the present, while wel- 
comizig all attempts to foreshadow it, with due grat- 
itude to their authors, and holding fast by that 
which is good in them, it is very necessary that we 
shou'd not confound such seaffeldings with the edi- 
fice, the foundations of which are not yet complete. 

I am, dear sir, Yours very faithfully, 

R T. H. Hoxrzx. 

Eastbourne, Eng., D'a, 10. 1889 
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Puritan Laws. 
From the Salem, Mass., Register. 

In the town of South Heading, now Wakeficii, 
Maas., the following records may be found: 1649. 
“Three married women fined six shillings each for 
scolding.” It is not stated who the victims of the 
scolding were, but as it is said they were “ rosrrieĝ 
women" it would not be strange if their husbands 
should hav come in for a pretty liberal share, and 
possibly they richly deserved it. 

1662. This year the town ordered, by vote, “ That 
no man, maid, nor boy, nor gall, shall sit in the south 
alley and east alley of ye meeting-house upon pen- 
aliy of twalve pence for each cffanse.” It was also 
voted “ That every dog that comes to the meeting 
cn the Lord's day, or lecture day, except it be their 
dogs that pays for a dog-whipper, the owners of 
those dogs shall pay sixpence for every time that 
they come to the meeting that doth not pay the 
dog-whipper. It does not appear what the duties 
of these cfficials were. 

In 1667 it was ordered “That every dog that 
comes into the meeting-house in time of gsrvice shall 
pay sixpeace every time he comes.” It will be seen 
that the only material difference between this and 
the preceding vote is that in the former the owner 
of the dog was required to pay the price, while in 
the latter the guilty dog was to pay his own fine. 

One Philip Rateliffe, of Salem, Mass., was sen: 
tenced to ba whipped, hav his ears cropped, to pay 
a fine of forty shillings, and be banished from the 
town for “uttering malicious and scaudslous spseshes 
against the government and the church.” If this 
should be done in like cases at this day, it would, in 
some places, diminish the population and increase 
the revenue. i 

In 1666 the Essex county court, in Massachusetts, 
ordered that “a cage shall be erected in Salem in 
which to display wrong-doers.” Dao. 4, 1638, “A 
resident of Salem was ordered to sit in the stocks 
on lecture day, for traveling on the Sabbath.” If 
such a penalty should be enforced in our day, stock 
builders would find their business profitabile. 

One Mary Oliver must hav been quite a trouble- 
some character in Salem. In 1642 she was presented 
for neglect of public worship. Two years later she 
was sentenced to be publicly whipped for *reproach- 
ing the magistrates,” and two years thereafter she 
had a cleft stick put on her tongue for half an hour 
for ‘‘slandering the elders.” At last she was ban. 
ished from the town. How nice it must hav been 
to send these wayward ones to other towns—so full 
of neighborly kindness. 

If we go back to an earlier day, we shall find that 
old bache'ors were not regarded with much favor, as 
the following order may indicate: “ Henceforth no 
Biogle person over thirty years of age shall be suf 
fered to liv of himself, or in any family but as the 
selectmen of the town shall approve of.” Again, 
“No youth under twenty-one shall take any tobacco. 
until he has brought a certificate under the hand of 
some one who are approved for knowledge and skill 
in physic that it is useful for him and also that be 
hath received a license from the court for the same.” 

One of the most marvelous orders ever issued was 
the following: “That any who are elected to the 
office of governor and would not stand to the elec 
tion, nor hold and execute the office for one year, 
should be amerced in £20 sterling.” In our day if 
all who hav a hankering for such an offics or who 
possess a willing spirit for the same should be so 
fined, the revenue therefrom would prove a valusbie 
addition to a state’s income. 

Scolds were sometimes gagged and made to stand 
a certain time at their doors to be seen by those 
passing. They were also punished by ducking them 
in running water until they should promis not again 
to cffand in lika manner. 

Oae Josias Plaistow, for stealing four bushels of 
corn from the Indians. was ordered to return eight 
bushels, pay a fine of £5, and ever after to be called 
Josias and not Mr. Plaistow, as formerly. 


Edward Palmer for his extortion in taking £2 18s. 
41. for the woodwork of Boston stocks, was fined 
£5 and ordered to sit in the stocks one hour. 

In olden times it was the custom to hav a publie 
lecture in the middle of the week and this was called 
“lecture dey.” It was at this meeting that punish- 
ment was irflicted on persons convicted of wrong 
against society. We find the following cases named 
in the Rav. Dr. Walker’s history of the first church 
in Hartford: March 5, 1644. ‘Susan Coles for her 
rebellious carriedge toward her mistress is to be sent 
to the house of correction and be keept to hard work 
labor and course dyet, to ba brought forth the next 
lesture day to be publiquely corrected weekly until 
order be given to the contrary.” 

* Waiter Gray, for his misdemeanor in laboring to 
inveagle the affections of Mr. Hoocker's mayden is to 
be publiquely corrected next lecture day." 

Ost. 17, 1648. “The court aójudgeth Peter Bus- 
saker for his filthy and propane expressions (viz.: 
‘That he hoped to meot some of the members of the 
church in hell, ere long, and he did not question but 
ce should’) to be committed to prison, there to be 
kapt in sefe custody til the sermon and then to stand 
tho time therecf in the pillory, and after the sermon 
to be severely whipt." 

———— — 94 ——-——— ——— 
Mere Government Roguery. 
From the Meicowrne Liberator. 

The following appeared in the Age on Saturday: 

An important seizure of blasphemous literature was made 
by the customs authorities yesterday in the shape of a 
Christmas number of a Freethought publication. The con- 
tents of this number were exceedingly coarse and ribald, 
and very little consideration was required, after a glance at 
them, to cause them to be pronounced unfit for circulation. 
The parcel, which came by mail from Sydney, was, therefore, 
taken possession of by the customs officers and burnt. 

Pui into plain English, this report means that 
Patterson, the ex-catile duffar, stole a parcel of Mr. 
Foote’s Freethinkers (Christmas number) sent to 
Miss Wilson—that he stole them and burnt them to 
bribe pious voters at the next election. The Age 
reports as if they had seen them, and thus takes its 
share in the guilt of the transaction. ‘ 

Ths Freethinker in good enough to circulate in 
Eagland; why not here? Are the government ofh- 
cials and the Age proprietor afraid of being contam- 
inated? Is it possible they can be worse than they 
are? 

Had the parce! contained family Bibles, with piet- 
ures of Adam and Eve naked, Joseph flying from Mrs. 
Potiphar, Lot with his daughters, David admiring 
Bathsheba bathing, naked Isaiah tramping round 
Jerusalem, Gabriel telling Mary how Jesus was to be 
bagotten, ete., ets., the pious seamps who stole the 
F'reethinkers and the Age which justifies the theft 
would hav hailed such holy plates as a means of 
gratifying their prurient curiosity. And if the Free- 
thinkers really had been what they represent, they 
would hav kept them for their use instead of burn- 
ing them. 

In spite of this new outrage, there are fools about 
who think the Freethought battle is fought and 
the victory won. They are too blind to understand 
that the government of Victoria are just waiting for 
an opportunity to snuff out all Freethought props- 
gandism that is worth the name. Ay, and worse! 
Even in the faos of the fact that government never 
loses an opportunity to injure us, there are traitors 
in our own camp who are doing all in their power to 
destroy the only institution in the colony that acts 
as a check upon priestly and political trickery. It 
behooves honest end real Freethinkers to band to- 
gether in solid phalanx ; or in a short time the gov- 
ernment will swoop down upon us again, and this 
time crush us out of existence. There is one man, 
at any rate, who will resist and expose them to the 
end, and dare their thunders until he is conquered, 
knowing that Australia must reap the benefi of his 
work and fighting. Jos. Symes. 

—— —dÀ 4-2 
Leetures and Meetings. 


Mr. R:oganD HonasoN, the secretary for the United States 
of the E :glish Society for Psychical Research. will lecture 
on this subject (the work of the society here) for ihe Liberal 
Club, on F-iday evening, May 30th. He is an entertaining 
talker and full of ghost stories. 


Four of the biggest audiences ever assembled at Fourth 
Street Theater. greeted Mrs. Freeman Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday nights, and the greatest atteation was 
paid to ber eloquent, and sometimes cutting remarks. She 
isa brilliant tal«er, a great reasoner, and withal as fascinat- 
ing a speaker as ever appeared before our people. The 
interest she excited will continue to grow, and it is expected 
she will be called here again. While many could not agree 
with her arguments they admired the brave little woman 
who dared to advocate the principles of the American Secu- 
lar Union.—JVeilixoille, Wis , Republican and Press. 

eo 


Instruetiv and Interesting Works. 
From the Mellette, S. D., Tribune. 

We are indebted to the Truth Seeker Publishing Company, 
of 28 Lafayette place, New York, for a copy of a e Free- 
thought Symposium," containing articles from leading 
writers in the Freethought ranks, which is decidedly inter- 
esting and instructiv. Our thanks are also due the same 
company for a copy of William Hart's interesting work, 
“The Candle from under tbe Bushel; or, Thirteen Hundred 
and Six Questicns to the Clergy.” 
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Communications. 


From Mr. Harman’s Original Counsel. 


To tae Eprror or Tue TauyH Serxer, Sir: In 
your issue of May 3d, is a letter from Ed. W. 
Chamberlain in reference to the late trial and convic- 
tion of Moses Harman, of Valley Falls, Kan., in the 
United States district court for Ksnsas, upon an in- 
dietment charging him with depositing in the mails 
obscene matter. 

In this letter Mr. Chamberlain says in reference to 
Mr. Clemens snd myself: “Their abandenmeni of 
Mr. Harman was due to a combination of various in- 
fluences which it is not necessary to dwell upon, such 
as local polities, disapproval of certain of Mr. Har- 
man's methods of management, financial and other- 
wise; conflict of interest between Mr. Harman and 
the other eliente, é.c., E. C. Weiker and George 
Harman, ete. I cannot look upon their abandon- 
ment of Mr. Harmsn as justifiable.” In the same 
number of your paper you say editorially, after 
quoting from Fair Play and Lucifer: “A compar- 
ison of these differing statements with that made by 
Mr. Chamberlain shows that the blame for not bsing 
on hand should fal! not upon the 'arisíooratio New 
York lawyer’ but upon the Kansas people who were 
at cross purposes, thus leaving Mr. Harman to con- 
duct entirely his own defense." In view of the re- 
flection upon me contained in the nbove, pardon mo 
for asking permission through your columns, to sst 
myself right before your readers. I spesk for my- 
self alone, but I am sure that Mr. Clemens is as free 
from blame in the matter as I think Iam. As is well 
known, Mr. Clemens and I wera the attorneys of Mr. 
Harman and his associsies at the commencement of 
the prosecution which ended in Harman’s conviction. 
We had previously defended Walker and Lilian. 
Harman in the case in which they were proseeuted— 
and persecuted—upon the pretense that they had 
violated the marriage statute of this state. When 
Moses Harman, E. C. Walker, and Geo. Harman 
were indicted for depositing nen-mailable, Ze, 
obscene matter, in the United States mail, wo entered 
a motion to quash the indictment which was sus- 
tained. Another indictment was found, however, 
“and another motion to quash (or demurrer) was 
interposed, snd though the grounds of quashal were 
in my judgment ss good in the last case as in the 
first the demurrer was overruled, and the ease 
remained upon the docket for trial Mesntime the 
feeling against Harman and his associates which had 
culminated in the first indictment had greatly 
abated, insomuch that a petition signed by nearly 
every citizen of Valley Falls, Harmsn’s home, was 
presented to the district attorney, asking him not to 
hav a second indictment returned against Harman 
aud the others. By careful proceedings two eon- 
tinuances were Secured, pezhaps nob with the entire 
approbation of Moses Harman, bot for his best 
interests, as his counsel supposed and now believe 
would hay been the case bunt for the unfortunate 
subsequent occurrences. With the lapse of time 
public feeling was steadily softening, and I firmly 
believe that but for the great blunder which occurred 
a short time previous to the time of trial, Mr. Har- 
man might hav been honorably and triumphantly 
acquitted. To those familiar with the history of 
this case I need scarcely say that I refer to the now 
famous O'Neil letter. The very morning on which 
the paper containing that letter reached me, and 
while sitting in my office scanning its columns, a 
messenger came rushing in with a note from Mr. 
Harman stating that he was at the United States 
marshal’s office under arrest upon another charge, 
and requesting my presence there. This was the 
first intimation I reseived that he was to be arrested 
or, indeed, that any new cause of arrest bad occurred. 
By a mere coinsidencs Mr. Clemens was in the cffice 
at the time. Hasiily examining the paper we were 
not long in discovering the cause. Ina brief note to 
Mr. Harman which we both signed and returned by 
the messenger we informed him. that we could not 
defend him upon that charge, but advised him to 
make no admissions, to waive examination and giv 
bail for his appearance before the grand jury shortly 
thereafter to convene. Aside from the sympathy 
implied by personal presence this advice served him 
as well for that occasion as our presence could hav 
done, as we each well knew would be the oase, as we 
knew that he would be bound over in any event and 
that he could giv as much bail as might be required. 
He was held to bail, which he promptly gave, and a 
little later called at my office, and being deeply en- 
gaged at the time I told him to return at a later 
hour of the day, as I wanted to talk with him. This 
he promised to do, and undoubtedly intended to do, 
but for some reason—lack of time, I believe—he did 
not get to the cffice that day. I was anxious to tell 
him just how I felt over the O'Neil letter, and failing 
to get an opportunity to talk with him upon the oc- 
casion in question, a day or two later I sent him 
a letter, the substance of which he printed in Lucifer. 
As it appeared in the paper there were some omis- 
sions from the original, but not sufficient to change 


the sense. As the original is not in existence, I here 
giv the letter as it appeared in Lucifer: 
Both Mr. —— and myself were surprised, mortified, and 
disgusted beyond measure at the publication in your last 
Lucifer. . . . No good can come of publishing such 
matter; nothing but evil can result from bringing to prurient 
ears and corrupt minds the fact that such horrible practices 
are induiged in. The best way to get the naturally vile to do 
such things is to advertise to them the fact that such things 
are done. Such publications injure all reforms, and cases 
growing out of such publications are not the ones upon 
which general principle of constitutional right will ever be 
defended. They offend and antagonize every instinct and 
prejudice of decent and civilized man, and furnish the best 
apology imaginable for such statutes as the Comstock law. 
Your action in making this publication looks like tempting 
fate. Yours truly, 


The blank space after “ Mr.” at the beginning was 
left by Mr. Harman in publishing. I had written 
there the name of Clemens. He also omitted my 
signature, as will be observed, feeling perhaps that it 
would not be consistent with my wishes that the 
author should be known. In this, however, he was 
mistsken, as I was indifferent regarding the matter. 
Mr. Harman seemed “nettled” at my letter, and in 
the same issue which contained it he fired back quite 
vigorously, as an examination of Lucifer of Feb. 21, 
1890, wil! verify. He sneered, I thought, at the ides 
of obtaining justice at the hands of the law, saying 
among other things: 

-As to any hope of justice through an appeal to “ general 
principle of constitutional right,” we hav only to look at the 
history of our land for the past decade or two, to become 
convinced that ** constitutional right? is simply a word to 
conjure with—nothing more. As a protection of personal 
and citizen right it is a howling farce, a delusion and a 
snare, but a8 a protection to robbers and wholesale murder- 
ers it is a magnificent success. 


The same mail which brought me the paper con- 
taining the above brought me also a letter from Mr. 
Harman, as follows: 


VALLEY FALLS, Kan., Feb. 22, 1890. 

Davin OVERMYER : I take the very first available moment 
to write you a hasty line in answer to yours of two days ago 
very briefly, and will say: 1. If anything could make me 
regret the publication of the O'Neil letter the loss of your 
friendship and respect would be one of those considerations, 
but as yet I am not convinced that I did anything wrong or 
improper all things considered. Not until I received your 
note by the hand of Dillard did the idea occur to me that 
you would seriously condemn me for what I had done. 
But let that pass. 2. Now I ask you in all earnestness, 
candor, and kindness, to throw up my defense on the case in 
which you and Clemens are engaged. But for George and 
Walker I want you to do your best, provided you think you 
will ever get your pay for so doing. To get them released I 
think will be easy enough. You can show that George was 
a minor acting under orders, and in compliance with those 
orders he was working on a farm at the time of the publica- 
tion of the indicted articles, and could hav no moral and 
should hav no legal responsibility in the matter, and for 
Walker you can show that his absence in Iowa and his 
emphatic disapproval of my course as expressed in his paper, 
Fair Play, should exonerate him from all charge of com- 
plicity in the matter. Then you can say to the court that by 
request of the senior defendant you withdraw from the con- 
duct or management of the suit. 

Now please do not infer from this that I am dissatisfied 
with what you hav done and want to employ another lawyer. 
You hav done your work ably, conscientiously, and well; at 
present I hav no intention of employing another lawyer. 

My reasons are: 1. I ae you consider yourself disgraced, 
in the eyes of that public whose good opinion you wish to 
secure, by your connection with Lucifer as legal defender. 
2. I presume from what you say that there is no hope, but 
tbat I will go to prison on this last charge. Such being a 
foregone conclusion, I wish to save all the money I can to 
make Lucifer liv and to pay the debts already incurred in 
these suits. í 

I inclose & copy of first page of Lucifer from which you 
will see that I printed part of your letter and commented on 
it, but I showed the letter to no one, not even my printer. 
I copied what I wanted and immediately cremated the whole 
letter. If you care to read what I hav to say in self-defense 
in this and in last week’s paper, also what I may hav to say 
in subsequent issues, I shall take it as a favor, for I really 
find it almost impossible to write personal letters of any con- 
siderable length. Sorrowfully (that I hav offended a good 
friend) I remain, Yours sincerely and truly, 

M. HARMAN. 


To this letter was appended a postscript in which 
Mr. Harman stated that he wanted Mr. Clemens and 
I “to make out your additional charges for work 
since last agreement,” and offering to make provision 
for payment of same. It will be seen from the fore- 
going that Mr. Clemens and myself were on February 
22d last completely discharged from the defense of 
Mr. Harman against the charge upon which he was 
convicted at the April term of the United States 
court. In response to this letter and to the strict- 
ures published in Lucifer upon my former note, I 
wrote to Mr. Harman a somewhat lengthy letter, the 
very length of which precludes its reproduction here, 
covering as it does some twenty-one pages of note 
paper. In this letter I set forth my reasons for ob- 
jecting to the O'Neil letter, and also responded to 
Mr. Harman’s proposition that we, Olemens and I, 
should “throw up” the case. This letter Mr. Har- 
man sent to Mr. Chamberlain, who read it and wrote 
to Mr. Harman that my views were “all moon- 
shine,” but advised Mr. Harman not to publish the 
letter. I had given Mr. Harman liberty to publish 
the letter, but expressly informed him that I did not 
request him to publish it. I did this for the reason 
that, although I was perfectly willing to hav the Jet- 
ter made public, I did not wish to embarrass Mr. 
Harmsn by thrusting upon the public without his 
full and free consent views emanating from one lately 


| his counsel and sharply antagonistio to his own, so 
I left ihe matter entirely to Mr. Harmen, with the 
result above stated. After the letter had been sent 
to Chamberlain in New York and returned to Mr. 
Harman, I requested him to return it to me, which 
he did, and I now hav it before me. In that letter, 
touching the matter of my relations to Mr. Harman 
as counsel, I said: 

You say in your letter that you suppose that I am ashamed 
to appear as your counsel, that I consider myself disgraced 
in the eyes of that public whose good opinion I wish to se- 
cure, etc. Not exactly that. Let me think I am right, and 
Iam just as defiant of “ that public” as you are. But I do 
not think you are right in this matter (O’Neil letter), and I 
consider you so far wrong that I cannot lend my sanction, 
as a man, to that which, as a lawyer, I can see no defense 
for. If I thought you was right, though I considered the 
Jaw completely against you, I would go down to defeat with 
you willingly. I hav often done so. You certainly know 
that I am no cringer at the feet of the public. While this is 
true, I do not consider myself infallible, and, like the 
framers of the Declaration of Independence, I hav a ‘‘ de- 
cent respect for the opinions of mankind." Iam, perhaps, 
the most tolerant man in Kansas. I hav borne respect to 
your opinions upon some matters wherein I considered you 
radically wrong. I hav sympathized with your battle for 
the oppressed, but I hav not sympathized with your warfare 
against ‘‘ legality,” simply because I know that civilized 
man cannot exist without rules of conduct, which is simply 
another name for laws. These require application to affairs, 
which is simply another name for jurisprudence. -This ap- 
plication must be made through men, selected in some way, 
which is simply another name for judges and public officers. 
All this, however, does not imply that the laws should be 
numerous, unnecessarily harsh or unjust, but just the re- 
verse. The fact that law is fraught, in the very nature of 
things, with much evil, and that it is also inevitable that we 
will hav law, should teach us to cease vain efforts to inau- 
gurate a society without law, and to start out with this for 
our primary postulate, Law 2s, law has been, law will be, and 
then direct our efforts toward making the laws as tolerable 
as possible, to settling upon intelligent, general principles 
the proper limits and bounds of law. Š 

Now, Mr. Harman, while I had expected to defend you to 
the end in the first case, yet I am willing, in the same spirit 
of frankness and unimpassioned candor with which you 
make it, to accept of your proposition to withdraw entirely 
from your defense in these cases, although, of course, I will 
not throw up the defense of George and Walker. I believe 
I can get the cases dismissed as to them, and will, if I can, 
do so at anesrly day. You spoke of making out an addi- 
tional bill; this I cannot do, as you owe me nothing further. 
Furthermore, I herewith return your note which I had, as I 
understood it to cover contemplated future services. You 
said in your paper that you was not at liberty to giv the 
name of the author of the letter I wrote you. Allow me to. 
assure you that you are at perfect liberty to do so. You 
are also at liberty, if you like, to publish this, and yet I do 
not ask you to do so. Do just as you please. 


Thus it will be seen thai neither local politics, or 
the conflicting interests of Mr. Walker and George 
Harman, upon the one band, and Moses Harman 
upon the other, or any trouble about finances, had 
anything to do with &he discharge of Mr. Clemens 
and myself from further service in Mr. Harman's 
defense. The whole difficulty arose out of the O'Neil 
letter and like publications most injudiciously put 
forth upon the eve of trial. The O'Neil letter re- 
vived in the hearts of the people the dying animosity 
against Mr. Harman, whetted to razor sharpness the 
keen edge of the district attorney's desire to-prose- 
cute, and disgusted, horrified, and angered the court, 
while it sickened, mortified, and discouraged Mr. 
Clemens, myself, and nearly every other friend of 
free press and free discussion. I felt, as I after- 
ward stated to Mr. Harman in conversation, just as 
I would hav felt had I pledged my honor and my 
life to him, to escort him through a dangerous 
wilderness beset with enemies upon every hand ; and 
he had then at the most critical moment made a 
great outery, to attract the attention of, and bring 
down upon us every enemy within hearing. I know, 
as every lawyer knows, that the only way to defend 
an accused person in a court of law is with law. Mr. 
Harman seemed deeply imbued with the idea that 
the law could not afford him justice. He looked 
with suspicion and contempt upon all of the metb- 
ods, processes, rules, and doctrins of the law. He 
was Willing and anxious to claim that what he did 
was done in good faith, and with perfect sincerity 
of purpose, but he apparently could not understand 
that good faith could be available as a legal defense. 
He seemed unable to comprehend how a proposition 
80 righteous could hav any sanction in law. 

In view of the atrocious decisions of courts which 
now stand as precedents in this class of cases his 
skepticism was quite pardonable. These decisions, 
however, are not law but simply perversions of law. 
The idea that a man may be imprisoned at hard 
labor for a long term of years suffering the penalties 
inflicted only upon felons, upon conviction of an 
alleged offense wherein it is admitted there is no evil 
intention, is simply inferna), and when brought 
rightly before the higher tribunals I hav an abiding 
faith that it will be utterly repudiated and con- 
demned. Mr. Harman, however, evidently despairing 
of justice at the bands of the law, seemed bent upon 
rushing upon the enemies’ spears, and by receiving 
them in his own body “ make way for liberty.” Here 
was the point of divergence between counsel and 
client. To illustrate this, here are a few more lines 
from my letter to Mr. Harman: “You seem to hav 
no faith in ‘ general principles of constitutional right.’ 
You must know, however, that the invocation of 
these is all that a Zawyer can do for one situated as 
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you are aud were. In defending men charged with 
public offenses we must operate through men. 
These hav passions, prejudices, sentiments, and if 
we would induce them to giv us the benefit of what 
we coneeive to be our constitutional rights, every 
consideration of prudence and good sense would 
suggest that while we are thus engaged we shall not 
make Ourgalvs unnecessarily obnoxious to those who 
No leader has ever 
done much toward delivering a people out of bond- 
age who had not sufficient insight to discern a truth 


hav our dostiny in their hands. 


so manifest.” 

Aud yet in the face of all this, and with a knowl- 
edge of it, Mr. Chamberlain characterizes the dis- 
missal of Mr. Clemens and myself from the cass aa 
an “abandonment” upon our part “of Mr. Harman,” 
and says, “I cannot look upon their abandonment of 
Mr. Harman as justifiable.” 

Walker says, in Fair Play, that I said to him, 
* OF course, we paid no attention to this dismissal." 
I think I did not use those exact words ; but, in any 
event, meant to convey the idea simply that we took 
no Offense at the dismissal. We had no thought of 
abandoning Mr. Harman in the case in which we 
were engaged, but we did not propose to assume the 
responsibility of an attempt to justify such a publi- 
cation as the O'Neil letter. It is understood here 
that Mr. Chamberlain counseled its publication ; if 
80, he should stand ready to defend the act, but he 
should noi censure others who, though survivors of 
many a hard-fought battle for liberty, yet shrink 
from a task go arduous. Is it not a little remarkable 
that the only censure comes from Mr. Chamberlain? 
The unfortunate victim of all of this miserable 
blundering utters no reproaches, nor do those near 
him. I do not wish to be understood as assailing 
Mr. Chamberlain; that he acted earnestly and ein- 
cerely Y doubt not, bat he should not cast unjust 
aspersions upon those who hav acted with eq:al 
earnestness and sincerity, and, as I firmly believe, 
with greater discretion. About & week before the 
time set for the trial, an effort at reconciliation was 
made, but it came to naught, for the same reasons 
that had inducsd the original differences. After his 
conviction Mr. Harman requested me to assist his 
attorney, Colonel Bradley, in presenting the motion 
for à new trial. I readily consented, snd went to 
the court for that purpose, but, being informed by 
Judge Foster that I could hav cnly five minutes in 
which to make an argument, I, of course, made no 
argument. I am now engaged in an attempt to get 
the record in shape for an appeal to the circuit court, 
and wili, if possible, apply to that court at its June 
term for a writ of error, and shall do all that lies in 
my power to release Mr. Harman from ihe heavy 
sentence inflicted under that cruel, inhuman, and un- 
constitutional statute, for, notwithstanding past dis- 
agreements as to methods, and my hostility to much 
that he has published, yet no one felt more keenly 
than I the stinging blow which he received, and no 
one could regret it more deeply. 


Topeka, Kan., May 17, 1890. 
9 9— ———— — 


Davin OVERMYER. 


Anthony Comstock Compels the Destruction of 


au Able Historical Work. 


About a year ago I received a letter from a schol- 
arly writer, of seventy years, living in California, ask- 
ing me to publish a volume of two hundred or more 
pages, entitled, * Religion in Rocks: The Serpent 
and the Cross." The book had been formerly pub. 
lished in New York, some four thousand copies hav- 
ing been sold. 

As the author had made some startling discoveries 
in California, in stone records, he desired to add to 
the former work an account of these discoveries. 
The book was divided into three parts: Part I. 
Serpent and Tree Worship. Part II. Phallie Wor- 
ship. Part III. Sun Worship. The author had 
found in California stone idols, images, and relics, 
also other evidence that in very ancient times there 
was a religious cult which was identical with that of 
the ancient phallic worship of the Hast. In the 
new edition, the author wished to include these 
western discoveries. He had made deep research 
into oriental symbol worship, including that of phal- 
lic worship, availing himself of the previous investi- 
gations of Ferguson, Massey, E. J. Powell, G. W. 
Cox, Samuel Sharp, Bunsen, Stevens, Rawlinson, 
Samuel Johnson, Inman, Higgins, William Simpson, 
Sir Gardner Wilkinson, and others of less note. He 
also discovered that a number of symbols used in 
Christian worship and architecture, especially that of 
the cross, were used by the phallic devotees more 
than four thousand years ago. In dignified and 
chaste languege, the author has called attention to 
these similarities and compared incidentally the two 
cults. 

As the first edition had been sold throughout the 
country, and contained many of the same illustrations 
as were to be used in the new edition, and as I had 
not supposed it to be a work coming under the head 
of legal interdiction, I accepted the suthor’s terms 
for publication. I hav spoken of the work freely to 
my friends, and shown signatures to sny who hap- 
pened to call at my office. When the courteous offi- 


them the book willingly, as I had others, and was 
quite surprised when they informed me that it was & 
questionable book to publish, in the opinion of some 
Springfield informant. 

I placed copies of the printed part on serpent and 
phallic worship, in their hands, also the third part in 
manuseript, and asked them to hav it carefully exam- 
ined, and if the law officers finally decided that it 
should not be published, I would destroy such part 
a8 they objected to. They informed me if I did not, 
they should bring a suit. After a week's waiting 
or more, they informed me that the phallic part of 
the book was desmed objectionable, but that the rest 
of the book was not. . 

Rather than hav a suit, I preferred to burn all 
that part which they said was illegal. Lawsuits are 
expensiv, and I hav no property to waste that way, 
and in this osse I should get nothing but injustice 
before a jury made up of men ignorant of the history 
of the religiona of the ancient world, and full of the 
religious and other prejudices of this age. 

Tha book was never suppreased in California to 
my knowledge. It was published in New York, and 
I hesr the edition has been exhausted some time. 
We did not burn four thousand volumes; we burnt 
about ons hundred pages, unbound, of an edition of 
thirteen hundred. The rest of the work was pre- 
served. 

The book is intended for ripe scholars. The style 
is scientific; the language and frequent use of Latin 
and Greek terms all indicate that the work is intended 
for the few who wish tc make researches into the 
origin of the great religious cults of the world. A 
youth could not understand the words. used, nor 
could a mature man of ordinary education. Those 
who wish to learn what the phallic part of the book 
taught, ean find in our city library a work on phalli- 
cism, which covers nearly sll the ground of the east- 
ern cult. Works on phallic worship, under different 
titles, are to ba found in many public libraries in this 
country and also in the private libraries of seh^lars. 

Notwithstanding the opinion of the law cffieers, 
who acted according to their present limited knowl- 
edge in this department of universal research, I still 
am of the opinion, in which I shall hav the assent of 
arch 2logists, like Massey and Sir Gardner Wiikin- 
son, that the phallic part of the book is no drawback 
to true learning or morality. 

Our great scholars are discovering new evidence 
each decade that all religions are the product of 
man’s evolution on this planet, and that one cult is 
the outgrowth of a previous one. Sun worship, 
serpent worship, and phallic worship were the fore- 
runners of the religions of Greece, Rome, and Pales- 
line; as they were the antecedents and largely the 
sources of the Christian cult. 

However much zealots, whose ardor is more intense 
the more ignorant they are, may object, scientific 
research will find the bottom of ali religious myster- 
ies, and in years to come no religious system will 
long be able to soncesl its human origin. 

E. A. Bupineron. 

Springfield, Mass., May 16, 1890. 

te — — 

Religious Worship in Our Publie Schools. 


When writing my recent appeals I had hoped time 
would be afforded to marshal our forces ere the issue 
had to be met. But, while we are all unprepared, 
the necessity for immediate action is forced upon us. 

Last February I visited Lynden, Whatcom county. 
The weather was intensely severe, yet I secured 
thirteen names to the Washington Secular Union, 
and they elected C. M. Tobiassen, a most highly re- 
spected citizen, as their vice-president of the state 
society. I also organized a local Union. He writes 
me, under date of April 28ih: 

The Lynden Secular Union is in a flourishing condition, 
and the members are determined to make a success of it. 
We hav twenty-one members, and several others will join 
soon. We hav had poor success in securing a hall; hav been 
holding our meetings in a store building. But we intend to 
build a hall by next fall. 

Mr. Brown and Mr. Delander visited the public school 
some time ago, and reported to the society that the teachers 
read the Bible every morning, and then the school repeated 
the Lord's prayer, after which a gospel hymn was sung. 
The society decided that I should speak to the directors. 
which I did. They wanted time to consider what they 
would do about it, which was granted. They informed me 
to-day that they would not hav the religious exercises aud 
instructions of the public school stopped, and if I could stop 
it, to go ahead and do so. It has been decided by the Lyn- 
den Secular Union, that I report the facts to you, for action 
of the state society. 

Thus the issue is forced upon us and must ba met 
by immediate, energetic action, or all the time, means, 
and labor expended to secure the bill of rights in our 
state constitution is worse than lost, and we are de- 
livered, bound hand and foot, into the power of the 
priesthood. If we are forever supine, our publio 
schools, the bulwarks of our American independence, 
are doomed. The one only hope to save them is to 
insist on obedience to the letter and spirit of the law, 
and thus defeat the bigots and fanatics. 

Our publie schools are for the benefit of all, and 
their perpetuity depends on keeping them free from 
all religious worship, exercise, or instruction. Those 


cers, agents of Anthony Comstock, called, I showed 
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who desire to instil Obristianity, Mormonism, Buddh- 
ism, or any other religion in the minds of their chil- 
dren hav full privilege to do go in their homes, their 
places of public worship, and their Sunday-schoolsa. 
But our publie schools are sacred to tha purpose of 
affording to a!l children who-attend secular educa- 
tion, fitting them for the discharge of the duties of 
this life a8 good citizens. 

Deeds, not words, must now decide. We cannot 
go into court without funds to pay legal fees, prepare 
briefe, retain able counsel, eto. The superior court 
might decide against us. We must be prepared for 
all and every emergency, expect the most bitter and 
powerful opposition, and be fully prepared to appeal 
or follow the case to the supreme court. Not alone 
every principle of right and justice but the law is 
plainly and unequivocally on our side. Yet we shall 
hav a severe struggle. 

We need at once to raise afurd of $1,000. To 
take any action without being backed by moral and 
financial support, ample and sufficient to insure suc- 
cess, would only ba to add humiliation to disaster, 
and to court defeat. . 

The cause at Lynden is your cause, the cause of 
every Libera! in the entire state, for once the su- 
preme court decision is obtained all religious exsrciges 
or instructions in our publie schools in this state end 
forever. : 

Here is indeed an especial emergensy. Our hope 
is in the generous end immediate contributions of 
those devoted to right snd justice. Givas you would 
if it was your children who were forced to taka part 
in religious worship at school every day. Urge all 
friends who love liberty and hope for the future of 
our country to do likewise. 

The funds contributed will be reserved ss the 
defense fund, and not one dollar of it applied or ex- 
pended for any other purpose. A full account of ail 
sums reecived and an itemized account of expend- 
itures will be published in Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

The board of directors are anxiously awaiting your 
response. C. B. REYNOLDS, 

Secretary Washington Seculer Union. 

2,104. Sixth street, Seattle, Wash. 

—_— — o 
The Mormon Confiscation Case. 
From the Sun. 

We aro glad to see that the three Democratic 
members of the Supreme Court of the United States 
hav had courage enough to take the unpopular aide 
in the Mormon confiscation case, and dissent from 
the judgment of the majority of that tribunal an- 
nounced on Monday. _ 

This judgment sustains the authority of Congress 
to enact the statute known as the Edmunds anti- 
polygamy Jaw. 

That statute took effect on Feb. 19, 1887, without 
the approval of the president, not having been 
returned to the House of Congresa with which it 
originated within the time prescribed by the Consti- 
tution. 

Among other things, is provided that the acts of 
the territorial legislature of Utah snd of the so-called 
General Assembly of the State of Deseret incorporat- 
irg snd continuing the Churek of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints should be snnulled and the cor- 
poration dissolved; and it directed the attorney- 
general of the United States to take such procesd- 
ings in the supreme court of Utsh as should be 
proper to wind up the affairs of the corporation. 

Under this statute proceedings were instituted to 
forfeit and escheat to the United States the property 
of the Mormon church. Tha constitutionality of the 
legislation was disputed by the Mormons, but they 
hav now lost the final battle in the court of last 
resort. s 

To us it seems that this result can only be deemed 
satisfactory by those who believe in the doctrin that 
the end justifies the means, however objectionable 
the latter. It is most desirable that it should cease, 
but it should not be brought about by disregarding 
the plain commands of the Constitution; and here 
we hav three judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, including the chief justice, declaring 
that certain essential provisions of the Edmunds act 
are in contravention of specific limitations in the 
fundamental law of the land. 

No detailed discussion of the decision is possible 
without the text of the opinions. From the public 
abstracts, however, which are very meager, we gather 
that the majority of the court justify the confiscation 
proceedings on the ground that ‘the property taken 
was used to sustain the practice of polygamy in 
defiance of the national laws. The dissenting 
judges concede the power of Congress to suppress 
polygamy and punish it as a crime; but they deny 
that this can be done in the manner provided for by 
the Edmunds set, which substantially adjudged the 
Mormon church guilty, without giving it a judicial 
hearing, and then procseded to appropriate its 
propsrty to government uses. 

The case is one of the most important ever decided 
by the Supreme Court. 
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Mr. Bennett’s Journey Around the World. 
We desire to call attention to the following letter : 


“t Oron, Ia., May 20, 1890. 

t THE TRUTH SEEKER Company: Accept from me another 
V post-office order. The money I invested in ‘The 
Truth Seeker Around the World’ givs me more interest than 
ten times the same amount would do at six per cent. I hav 
gone through the land of Yayweh with Mr. Bennett, and it 
was about a8 good a treat as I ever had. It is wonderful 
what miracles can be performed at a shrine of the Virgin. 

“JAMES A. GREENHILL.” 

That is, we are glad to think, but a merited com- 
mendation of the volumes. As Emerson said of 
Thoreau, Mr. Bennett “saw as with microscope, 
heard as with ear-trumpet; and his memory was a 
photographic register of all he saw and heard.” 
The four volumes sell for $6 50 postpaid. Quite a 
number who subscribed for three volumes, which Mr. 
Bennett thought would hold all he should write, hav 
not taken the sdditional book which completes the 
get. This fourth volume will be mailed for $1.50. 

——— —9—$—9——— — —— 
The Literature Fund. 

Since donations to this fund were last acknowl. 
edged we hav received from S. D. Moore, $5; Joseph 
E. Alexander, $1; James A. Greenbill $5; Samos 
Parsons, second donation, $10; bringing the total of 

_ this fund to $105.85. The expenses hav been: 


us Babbath Breaking ? to South Dekota.. . $19 50 
“ Washington (state)... 18 18 
Terora iius to national legislature............ 14.46 4709 


“Sabbath Breaking” to North Dakota was paid 
for by the Liberals of Fargo, and the same book to 
our national legislators was paid for bythe American 
Secular Union. We hav on hand $58.76 which we 
shall use as opportunity offers to distribute Free- 
thought literature, and to do good in legislativ bod. 
ies. We hav the satisfaction of knowing that this 
fund helped in securing the good results for secular 
government in the state of Washington, and also 
made the paths of the Christians very thorny in other 
places. 

We also acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the fol- 
lowing sums contributed to help pay for pictures in 
Tue Teura SEEKER: 


E. B. Oroft............... $59 J. C. Binger.............. $5.00 
H. L. Wright... W. A. Hathaway....... 85 
Wm. Wilcox.........0. 35 Magnus Hanson......... 1.75 


Owing to the generous efforts of friends the pict- 
ures are assured for this year at least, and we hope, 
with their continued aid, to increase the circulation 
of the paper so that another call for special help will 


not be necessary. We earnestly ask every one of our 
subscribers to speak a good word for the paper to 


his Liberal friends and urge them to subscribe. 
oe ——— 


The Confiscation of the Mormon Church Prop- 
erty. 

The Mail and Express calls the Supreme Court's 
decision that Congress has the constitutional right 
to confiscate the property of the Mormon church a 
Christian victory. 

In this the doughty Shepard is right. It is a Obris- 
tian victory, just that and nothing more. It is the 
triumph of one Ohristian sect over another Christian 
sect. It is accomplished by the practical union of 
church and state—that is, by the use of the state’s 
power to further ends desired by a sect. 

That Congress may prohibit polygamy in the ter- 
ritories is good law. But that because a church 
practices polygamy its property, donated for charita- 
ble purposes, can be seized, is mighty poor law, end 
is a violation of constitutional guarantees, the Su- 
preme Oourt to the contrary notwithstanding. For, 
when polygamy is eliminated, there is nothing in 
Mormonism but supernaturalism of the Christian 
variety, and it is as much entitled to protection as 
any other Christian sectarianism. And in practicing 
polygamy the Mormon church is but more Christian 
than the other sects, nearer to the example set by the 
patriarchs and wise men of the Christian scriptures, 
ard altogether more consistent than those who repu- 
diate the practice of God’s chosen people while teach- 
ing their theories. And it was without doubt the 
fact that Ohristians could not answer Mormons with 
out throwing overboard their Bible that induced 
them to invoke the aid of the secular power. To hav 
a working model of their religion in the country wae 
altogether too much for the nineteenth century 
Obristians. 

The ground upon which the court assumes to con- 
fiscate the Mormons’ property is that Mormonism is 
“an organized rebellion against the United States.” 
Then the court says: “The history of the government’s 
dealings with the Mormons is one of patience on the 
part of the American government, and of resistance 


to law and pitiless atrocities on the part of the Mor- 


mons. The contention that polygamy is a part of 
the Mormon’s religious belief is a sophistical plea. 
No doubt the thugs of India imagined that their be. 
lief in assassination was a religious belief, but that 
did not make it so. Society has a perfect right to 
prohibit offenses against the enlightened sentiment 
of mankind. Since the church persists in claiming 
the right to use the funds with which it has been en- 
dowed for the purpose of promoting these unlawful 
practices, the question arises, has the government the 
right to seize these funds which the Mormon leaders 
are misusing and devote them to worthy and charita 
ble purposes as nearly akin as possible to those to 
which the funds were dedicated.” 

The first of these positions—that the Mormon 
church is an organized foe of the government—is not 
more true than that the Roman Oatholic church is 
such a foe. Indeed, the latter church is a far more 
serious menace to the stability of our American re- 
public than ever Mormonism could be. Its atti- 
tude toward our schools, and in politics, the encycili- 
cals of the pope and the utterances of its journals, 
show that church to be a deadly enemy of popular 
government. That church does not believe in re- 
publics, does not believe that people should govern 
themselvs, but insists that all governments must be 
from God, and that as the church is his sole agent in 
this world necessarily all governments must be from 
the church. The other positions of the Supreme 
Court are merely excuses for the spoliation. Polyg- 
amy could be suppressed without the confiscation; 
that the latter is resorted to, is good evidence that 
the non-polygamic part of Ohristendom desires to 
cripple the church which is, by being consistent, 
such a horrible example of the effects of simon-pure 
Christianity. 


—— 3 9--9—— — ——— 
The Efforts of the Sabbath Unionists. 

The bill which the Sabbath Union fanatics sre 
endeavoring to get through Oongress—and which 
has passed the Senate—was first presented under the 
title, “ A bill for the establishment of certain laws 
or ordinances for the District of Columbia,” and con- 
tained twenty-four sections, of which the tenth reads 
as follows: 


“ That it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to 
curse or make use of any profane language, or any indecent 


or obscene words, or engage in any disorderly conduct in 
any street, avenue, public space, square, road or highway, 
or inclosure, or any railroad depot or steamboat landing, 
within the District of Columbia, or in any place wherefrom 
the same be heard in any such street, avenue, alley, public 
square, road, highway, or inclosure, or in any such depot, 
railroad cars, or on board any steamboat, under a penalty 


of not exteeding twenty dollars for each and every such 
offense.” 

According to Webster, profane language is 

“ Treating sacred things with contempt, disrespect, irrever- 
ence, or undue familiarity ; irreverent ; hence, specifically, 
irreverent in language ; taking the name of God in vain ; blas- 


phemous.” 


If the bill had passed as desired by the Sabbath 
Union people, the publicly irreverent and blasphe- 
mous man would hay had to pay roundly for the 
privilege of expressing his opinion. We would sug- 
gest to the Sabbath Unionists that there was up to 
afew years ago, and may be now possibly (we hav 
not beard that it has been repealed), a law against 
blasphemy in force in the District of Columbia which 
was—and perhaps is—much better for their purpose 
than this paltry twenty-dollar fine. The law reads: 

“That if any person shall hereafter, within this province, 
wittingly, maliciously, and advisedly, by writing or speaking, 
blaspheme or curse God, or deny our savior, Jesus Christ, 
to be the son of God, or shall deny the holy trinity, the 
father, son, and Holy Ghost, or the godhead of any of the 
three persons, or the unity of the godhead, or shall utter any 
profane words concerning the holy trinity, or any of the per- 
sons thereof, and shall thereof be convict by verdict, shall, 
for the first offense, be bored through the tongue, and fined 
twenty pounds to be levied off his body. And for the sec- 
ond offense, the offender shall be stigmatized by burning 
in the forehead with the letter B, and fined forty pounds. 
And that for the third offense, the offender shall suffer death 
without the benefit of clergy.” 

There might be some difficulty in enforcing the 
old Maryland statute, and it seems that the senators 
themselvs desire to swear sometimes, and become 
blasphemous occasionally, for they struck out Mr. 
Crofte’s india-rubber section against profanity. Only 
five of the twenty-four sections passed the senate. 
Mr. Blair desired to make the bill cover all the days 
of the week, and prohibit liquor-selling as well as 
profanity at any time, but desisted from offering an 
amendment to that effect because the bill would 
never hav been passed in such shape. In yielding 
he said, “It is well to provide for the observance of 
the Sabbath.” 

The concealed dagger in this bill, now that it is 
revealed, is a pretty strong indication of what the 
Sabbath Unionists are really after. Their whine has 
been “The welfare of the poor workingman,” but 
when the opportunity offers the poor workingman is 
put out of sight and the Unionists aim a weapon at 
the blasphemers, the Infidels. Their allies, the 
National Reformers, are legs cautious and hypocrit- 
ical. These latter boldly announce their purpose as 
being “to hav the whole moral law as summed up 
in the Ten Commandments, and the whole moral Mo- 
saio penal code, made the rule of action in Congress, in 
state legislatures, and in the courts of justice.” They 
also expect by this means to “keep out of office all 
ungodly and wicked men”—that is, all who make no 
profession of Ohristianity—and that idol worship 
(which is the way they take to hit the Roman Catho- 
lios, Chinese, eto ), profanity, blasphemy, Sabbath 
breaking, disobedience to parents, intemperance, po- 
iygamy, adultery, prostitution, gambling, eto., shall 
“be punished as the divine law requires.” The Sab- 
bath Unionists would be more honest, if more pre- 
posterous in their objects, if they emulated the frank- 
ness of the National Reformers. They mean to do 
the same things if they can. 


——— — 9-4 -9— —————- 


Cleries Trouble the New Republic. 


The new government of Brazil is, after all, to hav 
trouble with the priests. The recently published 
dispatch of the minister of the interior to the in- 
spector general of education, in which religious in- 
struction is strictly forbidden in primary and second- 
ary schools, has stirred up the ecclesiastical hornets’- 
nest, and in the state of Paraua the priests hav 
announced their intention to place in the field a 
clerical ticket to be voted for at the September 
election. Pastoral letters hav been issued by sev- 
eral bishops and the clerical journals plainly inti- 
mate that the church people will struggle hard for 
what they arrogaatly assume to be their rights in the 
matter of education and influence in the government. 
All this, of course, was to be expected. The 
Roman Oatholic church has so long been the state 
church in Brazil, supported by taxation and backed 


TEX NG 


TROTH SHHKER, MAY 31, 1880. 345 


Ser enc cr PP TENE NP TT I BT MER REO MUR SS I SSS Sa LT ESE IE ES I EE TIN, 


by the secular arm, that it would be too much to 
hope that she would giv up her position without a 
contest, and tradition does not tell of any case 
where Rome yielded a penny of her property or a 
jot of her power except at the muzzles of guns. 
She has always pursued 


: tt The good old plan, 
That they shall take who hav the power, 
And they shall keep who can.” 


To take and keep she has used force, intrigue, 
bribery, fear—all the arts and means known to 
tyrants, liars, unserupulous politicians, and sacerdo- 
tal despots. A republic in which a large portion of 
the voters sre her devout and unquestioning slaves 
affords her a splendid opportunity to exercise her 
power, aud a government must we firm and wise to 
prevent her wielding all the power and accumulating 
all the property. That is the reason why we in this 
-country hav 80 much to fear from Roman Catholi- 
cism. 

The warning cannot be repeated too often that 
our government, as well as all others, can escape 
danger from the clerics oniy by allowing no direct 
nor indirect connection between church and state, so 
that the massing of its forces by the former can 
gain them nothiag. Every maa should pay for his 


own religion. 
——— l ——  — —  — 


The Three in Bonds. 


We hav received from Medium Reid the following 

letter: 
“ GnAND Rapips, Mios., May 19, 1890. 

tt To THE EDITOR or Tug TnurH SEEKER, Dear Sir: One 
year at hard labor in the House of Correction at Detroit. So 
much for mediumship. What think you of it? Refused to 
prove by actual demonstration in the court room that J can 
answet sealed letters, refused proof by evidence of those 
whose letters I hav answered and yet sentenced as above. 
I leave here to-morrow to wear a convict’s garb, but I leave 
8t home & noble little wife who will try to keep & shelter 
over my family until I am free. She will continue the Olive 
Branch the best she can. I mailed you a copy of the Demo- 
crat a few days ago giving a synopsis of Judge Jackson's 
rulings on motion for a new trial. When the court asked 
‘why senteuce should not be passed,’ I answered him that 
I did not ask for mercy from any man; I wanted justice; 
and then told him my last act as a free man not fifteen min- 
utes before was to answer a sealed letter that had come by 
mail. And now I leave home, family, everything but honor. 
With regards I am, Sincerely and truly, 

** WarrEs E. REID.” 


Of this case we hav often expressed our opinion. 
We do not know whether Mr. Reid is a fraud or not ; 
we do not know whether he communicates with spir- 
its or not; but we do not know that so long as 
priests and preachers are permitted to receive pay 
for their offices for the dead it is an outrsge to 
imprison the priests of tbe Spiritualist faith. Every 
man ought to be free to get his religion where he 
pleases and how he pleases, and pay for it as he 
pleases. 

And we are glad to see that justice has some 
defenders besides the Freethinkers. Touching Mr. 
Reid's case the Boston daily Globe says editorially : 


“Mr. Walter E. Reid, a ‘spirit postmaster,’ recently con- 
victed in Grand Rapids, Mich., of using the United States 
mails for purposes of fraud, came before Judge Jackson of 
that city last Tuesday morning, and asked for a new trial. 

* Mr. Reid says that he is a clairvoyant and * psychomet- 
ric! to an extent that he is able to read a sealed letter with- 
out Opening ít, and to describe the condition and surround- 
ings of the sender. He offered then anc there in open court 
to read any letter the judge might take from his pocket, 
without opening it and to describe the sender. 

* Judge Jackson turned upon him rudely, and said hia 
court was no place for exhibitions of mountebauks and jug- 
glers, whose tricks he would not believe if sworn to on a 
pile of Bibles, and he therefore confirmed the judgment of 
the trial court. 

‘We believe there are few judges in these paris who 
would not accept, on the spot, such a challenge as Mr. 
Reid’s. Such conduct as that of Judge Jackson savors 
plainly of bigotry and unfairness. ‘The Spiritualists, like all 
others, hav the right to a fair show in court, whatever may 
happen to be the judge’s private opinion of their honesty.” 


The Banner of Light adds: 


** Ag is well known to our readers, the case of Walter E. 
Reid, publisher and medium, who was recently convicted at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., of fraudulently using the United 
States mails, is of peculiar interest to Spiritualists, as the 
trial and conviction of the defendant rested upon his claims 
to furnish spirit-messages by letter from departed friends to 
applicants. Since his conviction Mr. Reid has appeared be- 
fore Judge Jackson, of Grand Rapids, and asked for a new 
trial, very properly offering to hav his medial powers tested 
in open court by the judge himself. Which offer the judge 
refused to accept, and the trial asked for was not granted. 

** In view of these facts, the case becomes one of interest to 
every fair-minded and justice-loving person, Whether Spirit. 


ualist or not. To refuse the appearance of the very strong- 
est evidence in open court upon any case, is, of all things, 
& most unheard-of movement on the part of the judicial 
bench. ' 


* Could Mr. Heid hav met the test in public, and hav 
shown, then and there, that his mediumship is reliable and 
sound, that action would hav been the strongest possible 
witness in his behalf; but owing to the intolerance of the 
judge, no such evidence was allowed to arise.” 

We hope the Christian Spiritualists, and especially . 
their mediums, will ponder well the fact that Sunday- 
achool Superintendent John Wanamaker ordered this 
prosecution. 


ment to pvnish the church’s enemies is a thousand 
times more dangerous to liberty and morality than 
all the indecent expressions ever used by Mr. Hey- 


wood. 
= pee 


Not Now a Christian Country. 


A few weeks ago the Christian Advocate pro- 
nounced this to be an “eminently Christian country.” 
Dr. Buckley has since come to the conclusion that he 
erred in making that statement, for now he says: 


“ Is this a Christian country? Not in the sense of having 
formally adopted the Christian religion as the exclusiv relig- 
ion of the people; not in the sense of having adopted any 
form of the Christian religion as that which shall be observed 
by the people; not in the sense of having incorporated the 
Christian religion into the framework of the government by 
formal legislativ action. No authoritativ declaration of the 
government has pronounced the Christian religion the only 
true religion. This is a Christian country in so far as the 
Christian religion controls the consciences and practices of 
the people and determins the framework of the government 


Mr. Overmyer elsewhere in this paper explains his 
withdrawal from the defense of Mr. Harman, and 
also givs the welcome news that he has again entered 
the fight. Mr. Overmyer's letter consumes con- 
siderable space, but it is due him that he be heard. 
And so far as any words of curs may hav done him 


injustice, we are quite willing to correct them, as we 
are glad to do any statement made upon wrong in- 
formation. 

The friends of Mr. Harman are doing all that can 
be done for bis welfare and liberation. Besides the 
bill of exceptions to be argued in June, the following 
petition hasbeen printed for circulation: 


** To the President of the United States: 

** We, the undersigned citizens of the United States and of 
the state of respectfully petition your excellency to 
grant a pardon to Moses Harman, convicted at the April 
term, 1890, of the United States district court for Kansas 
upon a charge of depositing non-mailable matter in the mails 
and sentenced to five years’ hard labor in the penitentiary, 
and to pay a fine of $300; for the following reasons, to-wit : 

**1, The punishment, five years’ imprisonment at hard 
labor and $300 fine, is excessiv, being the most severe pen- 
alty ever inflicted in this country, in auy case of this kind. 

**9. Mr. Harman is a man of unquestionable moral char- 
acter, was perfectly sincere in what he did, and. made the 
objectionable publication in good faith, and, regardless of 
what our own views may be in the matter, we recognize his 
sincerity and integrity of purpose in doing as he did. 

** 8. Mr. Harman is an old man about sixty years of age; 
is in feeble health ; has been for nearly fifty years a cripple; 
is weak and frail, incapable of performing or enduring hard 
labor, and his life is, in all probability, seriously endangered 
by the confinement and rigor of prison life.” 


This petition ean be cut from this paper, pasted on 
a sheet of writing paper, and circulated ; or regular 
blanks will be furnished. One of Mr. Harman’s 
Kansas friends has guaranteed court expenses on the 
appeal, but for funds for the new irial, if it is ob- 
tained, and for circulating the petitions, dependence 
is placed upon subscriptions, which should be sent 
to Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington avenue, New 
York. 


From Mr. Heywood we hav heard nothing new. 
We hav received, however, & double-column circular 
written by L. V. Pinney, formerly editor of the 
Winsted Press, in which Mr. Heywood's position is 
thus apparently suthoritativly outlined : 


“ Mr. Hey wood's position, ideas, and purposes are prob- 
ably misunderstood, to his woe, by many excellent men who 
hav heard of him chiefly through the opposition which he 
asa pertinacious debater and voluminous pamphleteer has 
aroused. His claim is that the organs of reproduction are 
honorable parts of the human body, that they hav names, 
and shall be honorably known by their names, and that they 
should be talked about and thought about, not as shame- 
ful or filthy facts or disagreeable impositions of nature, but 
as admirable provisions in the divine economy for impar'ing 
renewed life and strength, beauty and grace to the human 
race. He insists that he and all other men (and 
women) his fellow-citizens of Massachusetts and the United 
States, hav inherent right to discuss the subject, and to use 
terms which are easiest understood by all. He also insists 
that so far as he is concerned this discussion shall take 
place in the sunlight of publicity through the columns of the 
Word. In the present case he is the defender of man’s gen- 
erativ power against the attacks of self-anointed purists, he 
insisting that this power is good and honorable—they that it 
is bad and dishonorable, even too dishonorable to be men- 
tioned in speech or print.” 


We are not at all in sympathy with the methods 
pursued by Mr. Heywood, and regret that he con- 
siders it incumbent upon him to champion vulgarity. 
His tilt against good taste in the use of language 
seems to us about as senseless as would be his visit- 
ing New York for the sole purpose of disobeying 
our ridiculous law against suicide, and thereby vin- 
dieating his natural right to take his own life in his 
own manner. But when Oomstock’s ecclesiastical 
machine attempts to grind a man to powder our 
sympathies are with his chosen victim. We hav not 
in the world an enemy so mean that we would not 
delight in seeing him escape the cruel clutch of 


through the sentiments of the citizens. How far this isa 


Christian country depends altogether on how far the princi- 


ples of Christianity hav become the principles of the people. 


An intelligent pagan observer, who should be told that this 


is a Christian country, would not form the most exalted 


notion of Christianity from what he might see. It is said 


that the Japanese government recently sent a deputation to 
investigate the religious establishment of England with a 
view to its introduction into Japan as a national religion. 
The commission reported adversely, chiefly on the ground 
that Christianity had not saved England from becoming 
a drunken nation. To incorporate the Christian religion 
with the government and make it the established religion 
does not make & Christian nation in the best sense. Chris. 
tianity cannot be legislated into the world; it must be prop- 
agated by the ‘ foolishness of preaching. ” 


The foolishness of preaching is a remarkably apt 
phrase, and in using it Paul seemad to hav been 
gifted with a prophetic knowledge of the modern 
preacher. 

But we are quite content to hav Christianity propa- 
gated in the manner Dr. Buckley advocates. What 
we object tois the practical union of church and state 
which has been brought about by Christian trickery 
and disregard of others’ rights. We do not object to 
Ben Harrison and John Wanamaker being Christians ; 
we do object to their using their official positions to 
further the material welfare of their churches, and 
to their deciding state questions by the bias given 
to their minds by their religious predilecticns. 
What right has Harrison to commit the country to 
the platitudes he as a Presbyterian elder puts into 
the unlawful Thanksgiving proclamations, or why 
should Wanamaker, in providing postal facilities for 
the people, settle the matter as a Sunday-school 
teacher instead of a postmaster-general? This 
Jekyll and Hyde business is out of place in govern- 
mental affairs. 

When the framework of this government was set 
up religion was ignored. That was the practice of 
the people who set it up; and it follows, there- 
fore, by Dr. Buckley’s logic, that it is not a Ohris- 
tian country. But if he desires to claim all the prac- 
tices of the people now—all the murders, thefts, 
adulteries, drunkenness—to be Ohristian in character 


he is welcome to call it what he pleases. 
So 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux ministers of Grand Rapids, Mich., are proving them- 
selvs as despicably tyrannical in their arrogaut assumptions 
to be the people’s rulers as the old Puritan clergy. They 
hav secured the arrest of the players in the baseball clubs 
which ** desecrated the Sabbath" recently in that city and 
propose to apply to them an antediluvian statute which for- 
bids ** worldly amusements” on Sunday. The people of the 
city ought to tell these Paul Prys to mind their own busi- 
ness, and then they ought to get the lawrepealed. But they 
won't; they seem to like to be stepped on by the elect of 
the Lord. 


Tue Unitarian preacher John W. Chadwick says that 
Christianity has become the religion of the rich. This is 
true; and the espousal of the cause of wealth by Christianity 
in this age is in a line with its espousal of the most powerful 
side throughout past history. It naturally inclines to the 
side of power, regardless of right; and as when the dominant 
power was aristocracy and royalty it upheld aristocracy and 
royalty, so now when the dominant power is wealth, it up- 
holds wealth. Protestantism, remarks Mr. Chadwick, is the 
most notorious as having rich men's churches to which the 
poor cannot go. Catholicism has only in America come to 
take any steps toward separating the rich and the poor in its 
buildings. ''The wealth of the world to-day,” says the 
radical divine, ** is heaped up within Christian boundaries.” 
He might hav sdded—just as property in slave flesh was 
heaped up within Christian boundaries; just as the ill-got 
profusion cf kings was hedged in by Christian b:rriers, and 
just as all unjustly got or immoderate riches hav ever 
sheltered themselvs behind religious text and pretext and 


the tyrannical vice society. The use of the govern-; command. 
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Zetters from dfriends. 


Farrsury, NEB., May 13, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror : Inclosed find $2 for the cartoon book when 


ready. I vote for the pictures. 


Gava Vrrzaíóz, N. Y., May 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog : I am an old subscriber. 


F. WELLS. 


SEYMOUR WHALEY. 


WALKERVILLE, Mont., May 13, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror : Inclosed find $7, for which please send the 


picture book and others as named. - Please send catalog. 
Horace Brown. 


Yares CENTER, May 5, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $2, for which please send car- 
toon book as soon as ready for shipment. 
Yours truly, M. A. WEOKERLY. 


Nxw York, May 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Permit me to remark in language that is 
plain, that your reply to the Potes is immense. 
E. B. F., Js. 


Qtssranp, La., April 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8, for which send me 
one copy of the picture book as soon as published, and 
apply the balance on my subscription. Accept my full vote 
for the continuance of the pictures. Wu. MANSFELD. 


Farmineron, Uran, April 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I will hav to renew, as I do not want to lose 
any of the papers. And as for the pictures, I say keep on; 
but as far as helping them along I cannot do any more than 
pay my own dues, as there is no oue to look for here to help 
along the cause, for they are all too bigoted. 
3 Yours for truth, L. P. ANDERSON. 


Nort Benton, O., May 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Send me the book of pictorial arguments 
against thechurch. Byall means keep the cartoons moving. 
They are formidable weapons against the church. In & con- 
versation with a Presbyterian clergyman he admitted there 
was not à day that he had no doubts about the truth of the 
book called the Bible. CaxsTER BEDELL. ` 


Pens Yan, N. Y., May 12, 1890. 
Me. EprroR: Send the Annvats for 1889 and 1890. Ard 
I propose to order that picture book of you if nothing hap- 
pens to prevent. Pray for me, please, that I may not be un- 
fortunate. Pray like the devil, too, for I am awfully wicked, 
thinking the church a grand humbug. I hav made effort 
now and then to gain other subscribers to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, but hav succeeded only in being unsuccessful. I 
am sorry. C. ELMENDORF. 


CENTRALIA, ILL., May 15, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I must not neglect sending the subscription 
for the noble old TRUTH SEEKER. I hav been a subscriber 
for a long time, I believe about a quarter of a century, and 
I hav become so much attached to it I cannot do without it. 
I am getting somewhat old and may drop off, and then I 
will hav to do without it, unless you can send it through on 
the air line. I can say one thing, I can see that it has done 
' a good deal of good. It has about knocked the sails out of 
the old Confession of Faith. I hope everything will get all 

right and we can be honest. J. CUNNINGHAM. 


WALLA WALLA, Wasn., May 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I believe it is taught by all Christian denom- 
inations, without exception, that God is omnipotent and om- 
nipresent. There is no place that he is not. He fills im. 
mensity. He is in every existing thing. Now, sir, what I 
want to know is, taking this to be & fact, from the Christian 
standpoint, What do the Christian portion of the United 
States mean by wanting &n amendment to the Constitution 
` of the United States to place therein their God? It would 
seem to me that i£ God is not in the Constitution, they are 
false preachers and teachers. I would like some of them to 
explain &way the fog. V. D. LAMBERT. 
Oxrorp, N. 8., May 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Our friend Mr. Wm. Gray left here about 
July last, and we hav not since heard anything about him. 
And as he left word with the postmaster to keep his papers 
until his return, the friends here are very anxious about him, 
and would like to know whether he is living or not. If you 
could aid us in finding out, we would be very glad. We are 
not so particular about knowing just where he is, as to know 
whether he is alive or not. 
As regards the agitation in favor of the continuance of the 
pictures, I am in favor; and if they are published in book 
form there are at least three or four copies wanted here. 
Yours truly, E. H. Sonurman. 


' Frona, LL., May 12, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I write à few lines to inform you of the 
death of my father, Pennock Baily, a lifelong truth seeker 
and investigator, who died March 20, 1890, at the home of 
his son, Dr. Joseph 8. Baily, in Vernon, Iad., of /a grippe, 
in his eighty-seventh year. He was anxious and willing to 
go, saying he had outlived his usefulness and it was best he 
should go. He was a kind father, a good neighbor, and 
respected by all. He had so lived that he was calmly and 


I like the paper 
well, cartoons and all the rest, and-John Peck in particular. 


Just think of Taz TRUTH Bzgxkxz being used as an argument 


lis in the state of Missouri. 
little city of over thirty-six thousand inhabitants, and Friend 
Greene will hardly be able to transport it bodily from Kansas 


acquaintance with them, or the public school and other insti- 
tutions of scientific knowledge; and I discern the hand of 
the priesthood in the writing of that verse in the Bible which 
says, ‘ You shall not eat of the tree of knowledge." 
priesthood, like all other vocations, hav found it necessary 
to practice deception and keep the multitudes in ignorance 


all varieties, the farmers, the doctors, lawyers, etc., respect- 


Any other definition of the tree would seem to me to be void 
of meaning. If any of your correspondents can giv a better 
definition, let him produce it, for Iam willing to learn and 


1 


patiently awaiting the summons of death, saying a short 
time before he became unconscious, **I hav no regrets or 
fears; I am ready and waiting for death." "Throughout all 
of his sufferings he exhibited a patience and fortitude 
seldom equaled, and finally sank to rest as peacefully as if 
sleeping. He wasa great admirer of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and liked to hav it read to him until the last. 
i A DAUGHTER. 


whence it cometh and whither it goeth.” Had that Christian 
said, Man cometh and goeth and we know nothing more, he 
would hav told the truth. And if he had the dear TRUTH 
SEEKER, the Bible never would hav been in the Bunday- 
schools for children to learn vice and immorality from. 
Fraternally yours, FmnzpERICK Rosretson, M.D. 


Concorb, N. C., May 14, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Iam in trouble. Tue Christian county of 
Cabarries owes me money for work I hav done for it. The 
county commissioners employed me to do the work. They 
do not deny that I hav done the work, but require me to 
hold up my hand and “appeal to God as the witness of 
truth and the avenger of falsehood,” etc., and affix it to my 
account. This I refuse to do, and, because I will not belie 
my convictions, they refuse to pay me. I deny a personal 
God, who goes eavesdropping in the kitchen and in the parlor, 
and in every brothel. Iam too poor—made so by the late 
Christian war—to lose my money. WhatmustI do? Must 
I go up and go through a mock religious form, and thereby 
acknowledge a God I do not believe in, and giv my ene- 
mies, the Christians, a cudgel to pound my uubelieving head ? , 
Then they will say, ** You acknowledge God when dollars - 
and cents are at stake.” I wrote to Col. R. G. Ingersoll 
on the same subject, but he has failed to answer. Please 
answer and you will greatly oblige a disbeliever ina per- 
sonal God and divine inspiration of the Bible. 

Yours truly, J. W. Mxagarrkx. 

[Living in North Carolina, Mr. Mehaffey is ina hard place, 
as the laws of that state are severely Christian. He will hav 
to do as he thinks best.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Paroa Grove, Wis., May 2, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish Heston a long life, and the pictures 
continued. I know they do a good work, for my young 
folks would hardly look at the paper were it not for them. 
Iam very much disappointed with Col. R. G. Ingersoll for 
making that tobacco speech. Of course anyone has a right 
to set np any fetich and worship it, and he can set up tobacco 
for his God if he chooses, but in my estimation it is a much 
more harmful one than Asron’s golden calf, and fully as silly, 
and nearly as expensiv and harmful as the Christ God ; and 
what good does it do? Just think of the half-clad children 
who go hungry while their fathers spend the money for 
tobacco, which does an injury instead of a good. He has 
spoken well of other topics, including that one of love of 
wife and child, which a man should hav, but now his eulogy 
on tobacco is an opposit turn which I do not like and which 
disappoints me. For Ingersoll to use his gift of eloquence 
to justify such a filthy, diegraceful habit is shamefully 
wrong. I hav never seen anytbing in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
that grieved me as that tobacco speech coming from Inger- 
soll, the ‘‘ Infidel god,” for it does seem to me that anyone 
who knows enough to be an Infidel ought to advocate the 
highest morality and personal purity. 

M. Y. B. Humparey. 


Norta ÀDAMS, Mass., May 10, 1890. 
Mx. Enitor: I firstsaw the advertisment of your valuable 
paper in the Twentieth Century, and I ordered it of our 
newsdealer, so I get it every week. For sound logic, truth, 
and information, I do not hesitate to pronounce it the best 
paper that is published on this green earth. It is doing 
more to make the world better than all of the other reform 
papers put together. Men can never be free as long as they 
are bent down with the load of superstition that they are 
carrying to-day, and you are doing a noble work in relieving 
their brains of the terrible load that to-day presses them 
down into slavery. When I hav finished reading your 
paper I always see that it is passed along to a dozen others. 
I shall always be ready to aid you or the cause you repre- 

sent. I vote for the cartoons. AmspREW R. PAUL. 


GoopraNp, Ino., May 9, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: A few weeks ago I was showing some back 
numbers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER to a Seventh Day Advent 
preacher. He travels over several states. I was surprised 
to find how near our ideas on a great many subjects agreed. 
He was particularly impressed with the front-page picture 
representing Uncle Sam with his coat off laying down the 
law to the fanatical bigots who are trying to unite church 
and state. He asked for this picture, and I cut it out and 
gave it to him. He is using it in his illustrated sermons. 


by & Christian minister. Surely ‘‘the world do move." 

I promised you a subscriber, for the pictures, and will get 
him yet. In order to help me so to do, please mail sample 
copies to the persons whose names are inclosed. _ 

Yours truly, C. L. JACOBS. 


Bxrpwonz, Mo., May 9, 1890. 

Mx. Evitor: In Tar Trora Seeker of May 3d is a short 
article by C. H. Greene, Rochester, Mich., headed, ‘ Woman 
Suffrage in Kansas,” wherein the writer attempts to criticise 
a writer of the New York Herald. I believe that Liberals 
above all others should not use assertions of their ignorance 
as actual facts. O. H. Greene doubts if there is half the 
number of cities chartered that the Herald stated held elec- 
tions lately. The number quoted from the Herald by C. H. 
Greene was fifty-seven, while there are over one hundred 
cities that are chartered and hav a population of over one 
thousand, and there are fifty-seven cities that hav a popula- 
tion of over two thousand. Kansans will certainly smile 
when they see C. H. Greene attempt to locate their metropo- 
Kansas City, Kan., is a nice 


San Antonio, 'zx., March 16, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Tyler, Texas, a live, go-ahead town, recently 
undertook to come into notice and stir up things generally. 
It agreed that the most effectiv way to produce the stir 
would be by importing that verbose apparatus known as 
Samuel Jones, Esq. It has proved a grand success in many 
particulars. When the curtain of Sam Jones's tabernacle 
was raised and Sam announced himself ready for busi- 
ness, the people in town, the people out of town, large 
people, small people, fat people, lean people, crazy people, 
sane people, by the thousands, like Hamelin’s rats, left their 
hovels and turned out to gaze on Tyler’s great bubbling fount- 
ain of theological nonsense. The school officials, evidently 
endeavoring to add glory to the occasion, marched the pub- 
lic school children from the secular school-house to the very 
doors of Sammy’s religious tabernacle, where they were 
given the alternativ of going home or being bored by a Chris- 
tian sermon of His Wonderful Windyness, Sam Jones. The 
state superintendent has informed the officials that they did 
wrong in doing so, and the good Tylerites hav written long 
letters of explanation amounting to this: They did not know 
they were violating the school law. What bosh! Suppose 
it had been demanded to march Tyler's public school chil- 
dren from the school-house to an Infidel lecture, would the 
school officials hav been ignorant of the fact that it is a vio- 
lation of the school law? Nota bit of it. This little affair 
has at least demonstrated this much—that the public schools 
of Texas will not be lent to add to the glory of Samuel Jones, 
Esq., or any other theological windbag, as long as Superin- 
tendent Cooper holds his own. OTTO PRAEGER. 


to Missouri just by the scratch of a pen. 


Respectfully, W. J. SKIDMORE. 


BrooxpALE, O., May 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprros: To me it has long been apparent that the 
* tree of knowledge" is no other than the sciences or an 


The 


that they might be the more easily gulled and become more 
tractable. The vendors of merchandise, and tradesmen of 


ivly find it to their interest to keep the people from ** know- 
ing a8 much as one of us” and the priests did not want the 
human race to know as much as one of ‘‘ us the priesthood.” 


hear all sides. Yours, C. C. GzRMANN. 


AN OPEN LETTER. 
38 CLOVER STREET, Davon, O., May 26, 1890. 
Mrs. N. A. Proxens, ENSENADA, LOWER CALIFORNIA, MEX- 
100, My Dear Sister : I hope my experience will banish from 
your. mind all foolish ideas on the subject of Spiritualism. I 
hav sat on a chair sound asleep and dreamed, and seen and 
spoken to my poor father and mother, brothers and sisters. 
Yes, and in my dreams at night I could almost swear (I 
mean affirm) I saw them, though long gone to that home 
tt from whose bourne no traveler returns.” Iam seventy-five, 
and nearly blind. I spent all my younger days traveling all 
over Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. J speak nine lan- 
guages. I hav plowed the ocean many a time; I hav been 
on many & battle-field and seen thousands fall. Disease and 
the balls never touched me, perhaps because I hav been a 
Freethinker, Agnostic, or confirmed Infidel, as you please. 
And I candidly and honestly acknowledge to you, I never in 
the whole course of my life saw or heard an object but what 
I could account for in some way. My poor father before he 
died. said, ‘‘ Fred, remember these three words: We quid 
nimus," and I stopped at the right time. This is why I can 
fall into a gentle, quiet sleep in two minutes. I hav several 
children. I never warped their minds. I left them free to 
judge for themselvs, and they are all Freethinkers. 
The ignorant Bible says, ‘‘ The wind bloweth where it 
listeth; we hear the sound thereof but we do not know 


Nora, Ia., March 28, 1890. 
Mz. Epiroz: Mr. Jamieson was here and lectured to us 
on the evening of the 14th, 15th, and 16th. Subject on the 
14th was, ** Bellamy’s Dream, or Looking Backward,” which 
was excellent, and was given to a good house full of well- 
pleased listeners. On the 15th, “Are there any Followers 
of Jesus Christ on Earth at the Present Time." Everybody 
was Well pleased, but the attendance was not large at the 

last two lectures. Yours as ever, D. W. WHITNEY. 


. OLYMPIA, WasH., March 15, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: The cause of Liberalism is still alive and 
doing some good work in this little, quiet, and conservativ 
city of Olympia, where the churches, both Catholic and 
Protestant, are well represented. Tbe cause of Secularism 
has received a new impetus, and the workers fresh encour- 
agement to stand firm in the cause of truth and right, by 
the noble and praiseworthy efforts of Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, 
of Kansas City, Mo., the well known lady orator and plat- 
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form lecturer, whose services were recently secured by 8 
few Liberal workers here. To her three lectures she drew 
large and appreciativ audiences from the first, with increas- 
ing numbers. On the last night of the course the large city 
hall was filled beyond its seating capacity. A large number 
of the members of the Washington legislature were in at- 
tendance. This good lady and noble worker in the cause of 
human rights has only to be known to be loved and cherished 
as a friend to Humanity, and honored and respected as a 
noble worker in their cause. 

From & c9 worker and an ex-preacher, 


orable facts and forces of nature are known. The source of 
life it is impossible to find out. Ever a mystery it must re- 
main. Many Freethinkers believe that nature has provided 
in her evolutions a spirit life, and Spiritualism is strongly 
defended by its believers. The idea is beautiful. It is con- 
soling to think we will all meet by nature’s provision in a 
world without God or devil, heaven or hell, all on perfect 
equality—glorious indeed. But the trouble is that Spirit- 
ualism is like the churches—you can know nothing of God's 
will or any other life unless the priest, preacher, or medium 
reveals it. These are man-made ideas all around. If there 
exists a God he would not act partially, but reveal to every 
living person the truth. We would then be Positivists in 
the eternal truth. No God can exist without being known. 
A despairing world is constantly asking his help in misfort- 
une and disasters—millions of prayers but never an answer, 
the birds of the air happy but man unhappy. Why should 
we say, Thank God for life, when that God has placed us with 
the lower orders of life in a world grand and beautiful but 
full of pitfalls, delusions, danger, unjust conditions, and 
death, leaving us to our fate? This is the old superstitious 
teaching ; it will do for the negroes and savages, but not for 
intelligent, civilized men and women. We will, as wisdom 
teaches, worship the stern, inexorable facts of nature. The 
universe is God, all in all. Knowledge, experience, is our 
savior. Giving up any expectation of living after death in 
our new life of mental liberty, we must act accordingly, 
knowing that we never can find out any more than we now 
know about heaven or any future life, and that is nothing. 
We resolve to liv and die without hope and without fear, 
for nature’s decree is that death is the consequence of living; 
that we struggle in vain against fate; that we liv only to 
perish. THOMAS J. ConnERs. 


R. Rawson. 


Presto, Mins., May 13, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The clipping herewith sent you was found 
in the ** Notes and Queries " department of the St. Paul and 
Minneapolis weekly Pioneer Press.of May 8,1890. It may 
“Be “old ” to you and TRUTH SEEKER readers in general, but 
it is news to me. Will you, or some of your readers, giv 
such information as is at hand concerning the Jesuits’ con- 

nection with this conspiracy ? D. C. JENKINS. 


Q. Ido not know as you care to be troubled with follow. 
ing up anything quite as unique as the inclosed, but if noi 
too much trouble can you inform me if the statement which 
is marked is true, or is the statement ** St. Paul Press” some 
paper other than the Pioneer Press? The following is taken 
from a British paper of March 19, 1890: “ Ninety miles 
north west of St. Paul, Minn., is a little village of St. Joseph, 
settled by Roman Catholics, and with a college for the edu. 
cation of priests. On April 14, 1865, at 6 o’clock in the 
afternoon, two men drove up to the village hotel; one was 
the Rev. F. A. Conwe!l, chaplain of the first Minnesota regi 
ment, the other was Horace P. Bennett, a resident of St. 
Cloud, about ten miles eastward. While Mr. Bennett was 
attending to the horses in the barn, the landlord, J. H. Lin- 
neman, who had charge of the friary and was a purveyor 
for the priests, told Chaplain Conwell that President Lincoln 
and Secretary Seward were assassinated. And when Mr. 
Bennett returned from the barn to the tavern, the landlord 
repeated the statement to both his guests. This was not 
later than 6:30 P.M., and the assassination of Lincoln did not 
occur until about 10 pm. Allowing for the difference in 
time between St. Joseph and Washington, the news of the 
assassination had apparently reached St. Joseph at least two 
hours before it occurred! Early the next morning the two 
men went to St. Cloud, arriving there about 8 o’clock. 
There Mr. Conwell told the hotelkeeper, Haworth, what he 
had heard about the assassination of Lincoln and Seward. 
He told it to several other men. None of them had heard 
such news. The nearest railroad station from Bt. Joseph 
was forty miles, and the nearest telegraph eighty miles. 
The next day, April 16th, was Sunday, and Chaplain Conwell 
started for church, where he was to preach. On his way a 
copy of a telegram was handed him announcing the assassi- 
nation of Lincoln and Seward. On Monday, April17th, Mr. 
Conwell addressed the St. Paul Press the following para- 
graph: * At 6:30 r.m., Friday last, April 14th, I was told, as 
an item of news, eight miles west of this place (St. Cloud) 
that Lincoln and Seward had been assassinated.’ This was 
published, but the fact being discredited by the editor, 
avother communication was sent by Mr. Conwell, which was 
printed as follows: ‘The integrity of history requires that 
the above coincidence be established. And if anyone calls 
it in question, then proofs more ample than reared their 
sanguinary shadows to comfort the traitor can now be given.’ 
Was this merely a strange coincidence ? Emphatically no! 
The priests of St. Joseph knew that Abraham Lincoln and 
other heads of the national government were to be assassi- 
nated on Friday, April 14, 1865." A. The long article from 
which the above is merely the introduction goes on to giv 
some remarkable facts to demonstrate that Lincoln's assas- 
sination was the culmination of & conspiracy in which the 
Jesuits were the leading spirits. The occurrences as stated 
in the paragraph above quoted are entirely correct, and they 
appeared in the Bt. Paul Daily Press of April 27, 1865, as 
there reported. At that time it was assumed that as J. H. 
Linneman was 8 rank copperhead, he was familiar with the 
Secret copperhead orders of the ‘‘ Knights of the Golden 
Circle,” * Bons of Liberty,” and that the assassination of 
President Lincoln having been decided upon by the copper- 
head conspirators, the statement made by Linneman was 
more in the nature of a guess or coincidence than of any 
actual knowledge that the assassination would take place at 
the particular time it really occurred. 


Dayton, O., May 12, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrog: In your issue of May 10th is a letter from 
Mr. H. Wettstein, of Illinois, in reply to some questions I 
asked in a former issue, purely for information. I had 
hoped that some one would reply that was able to lay aside 
all dogmatic theories and answer in that fair and candid 
spirit that should govern all argument. I desire to state 
here that 1 am and hav been for a goodly number of years a 
pronounced Agnostic. I hav never been a member of any 
relig:ous—not even & synagog—organization, hav nó sym- 


is susceptible of demonstration. 


tions. 


inability to deal logically with the subject, or that they are 
as dogmatic in their belief (faith) as any follower of the 
miracle-monger. 


an infinit nature for a finite being to answer. 


would hav to tumble. 
is any such thing as soul or spirit. 


would suggest, nature; but theoretically, philosophically, 
or practically I know not. 

4. As to their occupying space, I would argue both ways 
according as they are or are not. Perhaps some Spiritualist 
could answer. 

5. Can two or more spirits occupy the same space simul. 
taneously ? If they are substance, according to the law of 
space, no. If they are nothing, I am half inclined to believe 
they might. 

To No. 6, I would reply that when I am able to turn 
water into wine; curse a fiz-tree to death; walk on water; 
heal the leper; raise hell with a lot of hogs, and the dead 
from the grave, by faith the size of a mustard-seed, I will 
answer this question. 

But argument does not annihilate the fact that this ele- 
ment of sympathy in nature, coupled with mind, produces 
the highest ethical conditions among men, and the highest 
we know of. Hence man is certainly favored by nature to 
a higher degree than the rest of creation. Hence man is the 
chief object of creativ power to the present time, 
so far as we can logically determin. Hence, if 
creativ power is immutable, it is reasonable to assume 
that the highest achievements of nature will be imperishable. 
Else evolution is a lie. I wish it understood that I speak of 
nature in and around us as we see and partially understand 
it. If Mr. Wettstein will take up experimental chemistry, 
he will find after a reduction to the elements of any subject, 
‘there has been no loss and there is just as much room for 
the disintegrated mass as there was for the original. The 
law of space is that no two bodies of the same density can 
occupy the same space at the same time, be they material or 
otherwise. If Mr. Wettstein would consider how heat and 
light pass through or permeate what we know as solid sub- 
stance, he might be able to realize how the spirit of man 
(if he has one) could occupy the material body and not ex- 
pand it by-more than an infinitesimal amount. Certainly 
the law holds good as well in the one as in the other. The 
sap going up through the pores of the tree certainly ex- 
pands the fiber; the sap going up into Mr. Wettstein's head 
doubtless expands the skull—and there appears to be room 
for both in the universe. In conclusion, I will affirm that 


MaznriNBBURG, W. Va., May 17, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: The prospect for the glorious cause of Free- 
thought is very encouraging. Life and death is no longer a 
closed question, but an open one to those who are willing to 
investigate and think for themselvs. Skepticism is growing. 
The truth is yet to be discovered. The conflict is between 
science and religion. The former is the impartial investi- 
gator; it is the very truth itself. All admit that life isa 
mystery. In a talk with some church-members, they ad- 
mitted the mystery of life and deuth, but said there must be 
& God, as things could not create themselvs. They always 
look up at the skies and the mightiness of the universe and 
declare those are God's works, overlooking the overwhelm. 
ing testimony against this absurd, unproved claim that has 
been and is to-day the great curse of humanity. Christian- 
ity is a failure because it is not true. Not one of its claims 
or promises is fulfilled. When we look to religion for light 
and satisfaction to our honest questions, we look in vain. 
That disposed of, what is the course to take in life? We, 
as Freethinkers, must take the one and only course that Ra- 
tionalism obliges us to take, either Agnosticism or out and 
out Atheism. If I was to believe in any future life, I would 
prefer Spiritualism to Christianity. But the idea of nature’s 
evolution of the spirit to a spirit life is à myth and cannot 
be proved to be a fact. I cannot believe that such a mighty 
fact as that of another life for us can be hidden from us. 
Positiviem is the best thing for rational thinkers. Whoever 
is a Positivist will never be humbugged or liv in a fool’s par- 
adise. Christianity’s whole teaching is absurd and unjust, 
and it is imposing on the world claims that it is impossible 
to prove. Not to believe at all is best. It is a terrible con- 
flict, this mighty controversy between Materialism and myth, 


reason versus ignorance and bigotry. The mighty inex. | 


pathy with vicarious atonement, and believe only that which 
But those questions forced 
themselvs upon me, and not being able to dissect them .to 
my entire satisfaction, I applied for what I then believed 
and now believe to be the best medium for information, 
viz., Taz Trurs SEEKER. I emphatically deny having had 
any idea of ‘‘ cornering” disbelievers, but if that should 
result, Mr. Wettstein and I can tender mutual congratula- 
However, for disbelievers to ignore or attempt to 
answer such questions with irony or ridicule, shows their 


Mr. Wettstein then goes on to propound some questions of 


1. Cana finite being giv birth to an infinit one? I can only 
answer, I don’t know. If I may presume upon the case, 
however, I should say that if the infinit got there, the finite 


2. Are souls or spirits substance? Yes, probably, if there 


8. If 80, from what source is this substance derived? I 


if man has a spirit there is room in his carcass for it, of 
whatever substance it may be, but I positivly deny having 
ever seen even the ghost of one. J. B. Bzaprzr. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., May 17, 1890. 

Mz. Epiroz: Although I hav been a subscriber to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for some years, my business keeps me away 
from home a good part of the time, so that I do not get to 
réad it regularly, and I was surprised to see an attack on 
myself, in company with Mr. Winter, of Cincinnati, and 
Mr. Swan, of Chicago, neither of whose letters I had seen. 
In the issue of May 10th, ** Mugwump" seems very indig- 


nant at something he discovered in those letters, 80 much so 


that he is afraid to hav you send Tar TRUTH SzEXER to his 
friends for fear they shquid see something in them that would 
hurt their feelings. He says I reviled our naturalized citi- 
zens, and want all foreigners debarred from justice. Now, 
T hav no recollection of mentioning our naturalized citizens. 
I said something to the following effect. I believe that, in 
consideration of the evident intention of the Catholic church 
to colonize this country with the scum of the countries they 
rule, to get a majority of voters they can rule here, it 
would be wise to repeal the naturalization laws entirely, as 
it would be unjust to exempt Catholics alone on account of 
their religion, although the judgment given by the United 
States court declaring the constitutionality of the law disfran- 
chising the Mormons on the same account would justify it, 
and I see no other way to check the power of the pope in 
this country than to repeal the naturalization laws altogether. 
‘“Mugwump” mentions a good many foreigners that hav 
done good in their day, all of which I acknowledge, but will 
the deeds of these good men of the past check the power of 
the pope, if we continue to naturalize the swarms of ignorant 
men now being dumped on our shores to increase the power 
of the Catholic church? He seys where we hav plenty of 
foreigners in large towns there we hav liberty, and mentions 
New York and Chicago as examples. I would ask, is there 
any city in the world worse governed than New York, 
already governed by the Irish Catholics and robbed of mill- 
ions by them? As for Chicago, I blush to mention its name 
after the brutal murder of the so-called Anarchists, chiefly 
brought on and managed by foreign Catholic policemen. He 
acknowledges the infamous history of Chicago does not 
exhibit enlightened justice, and that the Anarchists were 
hanged for what was not proved, and asked if I raised my 
voice against their murder. If he has read Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER as closely as he seems to hav done, he might hav 
seen, I think, the first Jetter from a correspondent condemn- 
ing the outrage, signed with my name. He says I advo- 
cate an injustice against foreigners in refusing to naturalize 
them. I cannot see that they can demand the right of guf- 
frage in this country as a right. It isa privilege granted by 
the people, and as soon 88 the people see that it is being used 
to serve the interest of a political church by men who swear 
loyalty to the government with a reservation giving a higher 
allegiance to the pope of Rome, they wil! withdraw the priv- 
lege. And who will hav a right to complain? ‘ Mug- 
wump" is unfortunate in his examples of good government 
where foreigners rule. He says New York and Chicago hav 
ninety-one and eighty-seven per cent foreigners and their 
children, and I presume Milwaukee has about the same pro- 
portion. Here is one city giving millions of dollars to the 
Catholic church; another voting against teaching the Eng- 
lish language in the schools, and another hanging people for 
insisting on free speech, and raising thousands of dollars to 
defend men who murdered one of their gang for disclosing 
their dishonesty. This is the outcome of giving the suffrage 
to men who are governed by priests. The priests demand 
the privilege of keeping parochial schools so they can raise 
the children of these foreigners to be as much aliens as they 
are themselvs, and they are bound to destroy our public 
schools, and will do it if we continue to giv the suffrage to 
their tools. The condition of the countries where they hav 
control is proof enough of what they would reduce the peo- 
ple of this country to if they had the power they are strug- 
gling for. We should hav one-half the people, as in Ireland 
and Canada, ready to cut the other's throat at a moment's 
notice. ` 

** Mugwump ” says these foreigners do not fill the ranks of 
the gangs of Jesse James, Redmond, or Rube Burrows, or 
other bands of midnight assassins—with the Clan-na.Gael 
before his eyes. But I say they do fill our penitentiaries and 
workhouses by a vast majority. 

* Mugwump" calls me a Yankee. He is mistaken. I am 
a naturalized citizen of these states, and thankful for the 
privilege. But when I see the country of my adoption 
gradually being drawn into the popish trap by the aid of 
these foreign importations, I would gladly giv up the priv- 
ilege if it was necessary tO save the country from what I 
consider thé grea‘est calamity that could befall it, a majority 
of Catholics. For thisis not like some foreign countries that 
hav & king or an emperor, who is jealous of the power of the 
church and does all in his power to check it; a majority 
here means irresponsible power. 

In conclusion I must say to ‘‘Mugwump” that ever since 
I came to this country in 1837, then twenty-two years of age, 
I hav used my voice and pen in opposition toward great evils. 
For twenty-five years I did all I could with what little influ- 
ence I had in opposition to slavery, and was mobbed for it 
by Irish Catholics. The evils of the saloons I hav always 
opposed—which saloons, by the way, are mostly kept by 
foreigners, a majority of them Catholic no doubt. I must 
also say that from the enmity and evident hatred of ‘‘ Mug 
wump” to Masons and Odd Fellows I suspect he is a Cath- 
olic in disguise, and I do not wonder he was ashamed t. 


giv either his address or his name in his correspondence with 
Tax TzvrH SEEKER. 


Joan DowNzs. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Muss Susan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should ba sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's oocupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


[4 BEAUTIFUL POEM.l 
Planting With a Hoe. 


They called to me one summertime, 
Such long, long years ago: 

That we shouid help them plant the corn 
And cover with a hoe. 

Iloitered with a creeping pace— 
I did not like the task, 

When flitting up and flitting down 
Was all that I could ask. 

To dropping corn I would not go; 

I hated planting with a hoe. 


Soon all the girls and boys were gone 
They started with a sbout ; 

I had no share of work nor play 
(Twas sad to be left out), 

And wandering slowly past the rye 
That pleasant, snuny morn, 

All earth was glad and I would try 
My hand at planting corn ; 

And birds sang sweet, while to and fro 

We drifted down the furrowed row. 


Ere noon the sky seemed all ablaze; 
A censer was the sun ; 

We plied our fans of hickory leaves 
And wished the corn were done. 

The squirrels mocked us from the trees 
That threw their shadows cool, 

We sighed for binebells in the lane, 
We even talked of school; 

To work at home we'd gladly go, 

But how we hated every hoe. 


Now all along these checkered years 
Of life both sweet and sad, 

Oar hearts return to morning days 
While we were young and glad ; 

When every sea beld but for us 
Green isles, and fruits, and ships ; 

Ere time had tried his tricks upon 
Oar shining hair and lips: 

But fata still beckons down the row 

And wo must follow with our hoe. 

Mary Bargd Finca. 
Frenchtown, Neb., May 5. 299. 
to 


Corner Gospel. 

We were going to say gossip at first, and 
then we thought we would not hav anything 
of that sort in our Corner, 80 we said gospel. 
It is a better word, isn’t it? 

Gospel is from the Anglo-Saxon godspell, 
from gód, which means good, and spell, mean- 
ing story, history, good tidings. In the Greek 
and Latin it means about the same—a mes- 
sage of gladness, or good news. So we hav 
just as much right to hav a little gospel in our 
" Corner as anywhere else. 

What is the nature of our gospel, of course 
you will ask at once. Well, in the first place, 
it is that we are all trying the best we can to 
learn the right, and when we know it to prac- 
tice it. What for? "That's easily answered. 
For happiness, to be sure. 

Now. it is a great thing to be happy, and a 
sad thing to be unhappy. 

What is it to be happy? There are lots of 
definitions of that word, and perhaps that 
which one would consider happiness another 
would reject altogether and choose some- 
thing very different as a means of joy. So it 
varies according to condition, temperament, 

civilization, enlightenment, and soon. We 
may safely say, however, that happiness con- 
sists in a pleasant frame of the mind pro- 
duced by certain circumstances. For in- 
stance, you perform a good act, some little 
‘trifle, maybe, that did or did not put you out 
any, but was of some importance to another, 
to mother, father, sister, brother, or friend, 
and pleased that person very much. You are 
happy in knowing you hav rendered a service 
that made some one else happy. Thus does 
happiness act and react. 

A woman passing slong the street noticed 
two little plainly dressed girls wistfully gazing 
into a window where were displayed various 
kinds of confectionery. Oh, it looked so 
clean and good! But the children had no 
money to buy any. ‘“ Which kind would 
you like?” inquired the lady. 

“ That pretty pink that looks like straw- 
berries,” said the child. 

The lady stepped inside, purchased a quan- 
tity of the pink candy, and made the faces of 
the two little ones radiant by putting it in 
their small hands. 

* Mamma, you look tired. Let me sweep 
the floor. You sit down and rest." And the 
boy took the broom from her hands. 

Don’t you think a great flood of happiness 

: swept into that tired mother’s life at that act 
of her thoughtful gon? 

We know well enough it is not right to 
be peevien, cross, fretful, or sulky. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 31, 1890. 
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We are sure it is right to do all the good 
we can and as little harm as possible. 

If we seek the right and follow it—if we 
liv truly and do the very best we can on all 
occasions, making happiness and joy for 
others and thus securing it for ourselvs, 
improving our minds and learning something 
noble and beneficial every day—we are mak- 
ing the most of ourselvs as human beings. 

This is Corner gospel. 8. H. W. 

———— 9$ 9—— — ———— 


A Secular Union Picnic. 


I wil hav to write again and tell about the 
Rogers Secular Union picnic, held at the 
Silver Springs, near Rogers, consisting of the 
families of J. W. Frey, H. M. McGaughey, 
A. Bucklin, R. Thomas, Mr. Frey, from 
Bontonville; J. V. Mulks, Mr. Castor, J. W. 
Young, Mr. Hogue, and G. N Bixler. Silver 
Springs is situated in a beautiful valley, four 
miles southeast of Rogers, and is such & 
pleasant and suitable place fora picnic. One 
thing that makes it seem 80 nice is a small 
lake. 

At 120’clock we partook of a splendid din- 
ner, and spent the remainder of the day until 
8 o’clock in the boat riding, and think 
everyone enjoyed themselvs very nicely, un- 
less it be Mr. Hogue, who lost his bslance 
while boat-riding, and fell overboard and re- 
ceived quite a wetting. We then went to the 
Frigco Springs, which are situated on the side 
ofa mountain, with very pretty landscape sur- 
rounding them. 

We then ate our suppers and ''feil inline " 
for home. Just think of ten wagons allin a 
line. I expect people thought i: was a fu- 
neral, but rather a jolly crowd. We had to 
get out reveral times and help to push up the 
hills. You may know that we were enjoying 
ourselvs. Several of the pious creed say 
that those Infidels are the only people who 
would go toa picnic on “the Lord's day." 
But, if it bad been on any other day, we 
could not hav gone, for we were all laborers. 
I work in the Republican printing office, and 
can't get away. The bells are ringing and 
echoing for the church, saying— Come one, 
come all, for there is yet room in the con- 
tribution box for one more penny! Help the 
preacher all you can! 

Iam making my letter too long, so will 
close. Emma BIXLER. 

Rogers, Ark., May 18, 1890. 

oo 
Origin of Language. 

The subject of the origin of language, 
more than any other perhaps, has been fertil 
of speculation and attended with less satis- 
factory results than most other topics. The 
Jews positivly insist that the Hebrew tongue 
is the primitiv language and was the one 
spoken by Adam and Eve. The Arabs, 
however, dispute the point of antiquity with 
the Hebrews. Of all the languages, except 
the Hebrew, the Syriac has had the greatest 
number of advocates, especially among east- 
ern authors. Many maintain that the lan- 
guage spoken by Adam islost and that the 
Hebrew, Chaldee, and Arabic are only dia- 
lects of the original tongue. Goropius pub- 
lished a work in 1580 to prove that Dutch 
was the language of paradise. Audre Kemp 
maintained that God spoke to Adam in 
Swedish, Adam answered in Danish, and 
Eve spoke in French (very like satire), while 
the Persians believe three languages to hav 
been spoken in paradise--Arabic, the most 
persuasiv, by the serpent; Persian, the most 
poetic, by Adam and Eve, and Turkish, the 
most threatening, by theangel Gabriel. Erno 
claims Basque as the language spoken by 
Adam, and others would make the Polynesian 
the primitiv language of mankind. 

D rwin says, “With respect to the 
origin of articulate language, after hav- 
ing read on the one side the highly inter- 
esting works of Wedgwood, Farrar, and 
Professor Schleicher, and the celebrated lect- 
ures of Professor Max Müller on the other 
side, I cannot doubt that language owes its 
origin to the imitation and modification, 
aided by signs and gestures, of various nat. 
ural sounds, the voices of other animals, and 
man’s own instinctiv cries.” 

re — —— 
Boys, Remember This. 

Sharp.eyed men of business take note of a 
boy's general appearance in making up their 
estimate of what he is worth. A straight. 
forward, manly bearing will help any lad to 
get his way in the world, while the haphaz- 
ard sort of à way usually suggests to the ob- 


server & corresponding character. Manliness 
is not a garment you can put on and off like 
your Sunday coat. It must hav its founda- 
tion in the heart, or it will bea flimsy sham 
that will deceive nobody. 


 Can’t?? and Try.” 

Can't do it sticks in the mud ; but Try soon 
drags the wagon out of the rut. The fox 
said ‘Try,’ and he got away from the 
hounds when they almost snapped at him. 
The bees said “Try,” and turned flowers into 
honey. The squirrel said ‘‘ Try," and he 
went to the top of the beech-tree. The snow- 
drop said ‘‘ Try," and bloomed in the cold 
snows of winter. The sun said “ Try," and 
spring soon threw Jack Frost out of the sad- 
dle. The young lark said ‘‘ Try,” and he 
found that his new wings took him over 
hedges and ditches and up where his father 
was singing. The old ox said ‘‘ Try." and 
plowed the field from end to end. No hill 
too steep for Try to climb, no clay too stiff 
for Try to plow, no field too wet for Try to 
drain, no hole too big for Try to mend. 

e 
The Ungrammatical Policeman. 


A man was lying stretched out on one of 
the benches in the court-house park the other 
night. It- was nearly midnight, the leaves 
rattled dismally in the autumn wind, the park 
was long ago deserted, and the bench was 
anything but & pleasant resting-place, yet the 
man lay there until a policeman rudely shook 
his shoulder and said : 

** You can’t lay here.” 

** I'm not laying here, sir,” replied the man. 

“ But you are; whater you givin’ me?" 

** But I’m not.” 

“Oh, come off. Get up or I) call the 
wagon. You can't lay here, I say." 

** But I say Pm not laying here.” 

** Well, what are you doing then, you blame 
fool?" 

“Tm lying here, sir; not laying; I’m no 
hen.” 

‘Well, lying then,” said the bluecoat in in- 
tense disgust; ‘‘ you can’t lie here, then.” 

** But I differ with you there. I say I can 
lie here.” 

** And I say you can’t.” 

* But I can.” 

* Well, I say you can’t,” and the officer 
gave a strong tug at his coat-collar which 
sent his hat rolling off on to the grass, not- 
withstanding the explicit orders to keep off. 

“ My friend," said the weary one, as he 
arose and prepared to accompany the cfiicer, 
** youcould never follow your calling in Bos- 
ton. You say I cannot lie on that bench 
when I hav already proved to you my emi- 
nent ability in that direction. Had you re- 
marked to me, ‘ You may not——’” 

But the copper was pulling the box bv this 
time, and told his ward to ** drop his chin.” 

oem 


Correspondence. 


BnaoxzETT, TEx., Mey 12, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Papa has taken THE 
Teuta SEEKER for nearly two years. I hav 
three brothers and one sister. Just as soon 
as papa brings the THE TguTH SEEKER home 
the first thiog I read is the letters in the 
Children's Corner. I will close for this time, 
hoping to see this letter in print, agit is my 
first one. Iremain your true friend, 

ANNIE GUNDELAOH. 
Zarzskr. O., May 18, 1890. 

Dzar Miss WixoN: I hav read the prize 
stories in the Corner and think they are well 
written. 

T wo pairs of wrens hav built in our yard— 
one in the horse stable, the other in a little 
box near the house. The eggs in one of the 
nests hav hatched. I went around to see the 
little birds and the old wrens screamed terri- 
bly at me. There is a great number of Eng- 
lish sparrows around here, and they build 
wherever they can get a chance. 

Some of these birds are building in the 
garret of our neighbor’s house. They go in 
through a hole in the weatherboarding. We 
are having fine weather here, but it is cloudy 
to-day. The trees in the woods are getting 
green and the late apples are in blossom. I 
hope Sadie Thorpe will take charge of the 
collections to be raised for Mr. Cook and Mr. 
Casey, as our editor suggested 

Your little friend, CLÉLIE James. 


Rocers, ARK., May 18. 1890. 

Miss Wixon: I want to write and tell of 
our little city of Rogers. It is situated on 
the Ozark mountains. We hav nice springs. 
We are nearly surrounded by them. There 
are a good many mountain streams running 
through here. This country is noted for its 
springs and fruit. It is a regular fruit coun- 
try. You can raise good garden crops too. 
Now I will tell about the Secular Union. We 
had a nice program. It consists of speaking, 
singing, reading, and addresses. We not 
only hav the beautiful scenery and very 
healthful climate, but the town fa near a his- 
toric ground. It is the Pea Ridge battle- 
field. There will be a grand reunion. The 
blues and the grays meet together and enjoy 
themselvs. 

Well, I will close. 
print, I remain, 

Your Freethinking friend, 

CARRIE BIXLEB. 
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GIRARD’S WILL 


AND 


Girard College Theolegy. 
AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnifloent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men's 
Obristian Associs- 
tion. 

By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 

Price $1. Address Tan TRUTH BgxkEB. 


‘ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist, 
2x15 inohes, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
| for a5 conta. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TROTH SEEKER, MAY 31, 1590. 


ROME 3 REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 
By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two ays- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflioting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo; $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


MiARTYRDOW OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
: HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
Bkil.—[Literary World. 

You turn over hia pages with a fascination sim» 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
irving.—[Inter-Ocean. | . 

Fis history has 2 continuity, a rash, & carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 2 

The sketoh of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, ia a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing, Be has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Righth edition. 
Addrosg 


Extra cloth, 12mo. 543pp.,$1.75. 


THE TRUTH S8EEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, 


$1.00. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is Ht? A pam- 
phlet contuicing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption "hat the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price. 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and ourse, theologically denominated **the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
a itis not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 

[i 


ROMANISM, 


BANGER AHEAD. 
The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. — 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12m0, 800pp., $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12m», 383pp.. $1.25. 


or Boys and Girls. 
Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
. 66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers; 4to. 224pp.. boards. $1. 


Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 


A Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
7 Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 
Ee DPA Badan NE in prats of tls 


Tne book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon, The “Banner of Light,” 
** Roligio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
Extra Oloth: 175 pv., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


BOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editoris written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
& fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Libera! should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Career of Jesus Christ, 


An Exposition of the Trne Meaning of this Char. 
acter as desvribed in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “ Hebrew Mythol-; 
ogy” c aper, 8V0, 26 conta, i 


REETHOUGHT 
IB IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R. B. WESTBROOK, CAPT. R. C. ADAM 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., BALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E.. MACDONALD, SUSAN H. WIXON, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, F. M. HOLLAND 


LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, J. H. BURNHAM, 
W. F. JAMIESON, THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


SUBJEOTS OF PAPERS: 


Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 
If not, the reason why? 
If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS 


AN ADDRESS g 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


by an ald relinhle firm ; large profits, 
AUSENTS WANTED scone. |Charles Wattss Works. DELIVERED BEFORE Tum 
i d New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
THE The Fear hings of Secularism Com- N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890 
x pared with Orthodox Christian- A M ° 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH:| ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
THEIR Secularism: Is Ke Founded on PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


YRY-S5QUARPE: 


The Church of Practiea! Religion. 
BY REPORTER. | 


This ig the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff. 
sient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
nold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. 


aINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Address 


Price, $1.00. 


ux»! For the benefit of our read- 

T į ars who preserve their papers 

E $ ve offer a new styleof binder, 

made for the 


TRUTH SEEKER : 
rm. old letters on the outside. 
is binder allows the open- 
ung of the papers perfectly flat. It alsoallows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
trom. anyi park of the file without disturbing the 
& . 

Bent by mail, patpaid for 1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

tf 28 Lafavette Pl.. Now York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
OB, 

A Key to Bible Investigation. 

Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-OContradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 

BY A. JACOBSON. 

Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 

Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 


As a pamphlet to loan to ristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
Che Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8v0, 838pp. 
Bilk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as tc 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 246pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by ` 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
38 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with antograph, 50 cis. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Wortb, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LxpiA R. Crass. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fcY a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. i 


Reason, aud Is It Sullicient to 


Meet the Needs or s ankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll; and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, z5 cents. 

Reply to Father t.ambert’s 
“Tactics of Infide!s.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christian'ty: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 382 pages. Price, 15 
cents. h 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism : Destruetiv and Con- 
struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
When :sthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, :0 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinuers—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The superstition of the Christian 
*und»y: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and ‘he Supernatural; or, 
Beli fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Neces-:ity ond the Justice of its 
Nine Demands (Dedicated to Colo- 
ne! Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1 Do the Clergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The D.fference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. i 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB. 


LISHED. 


Christianity: Defcetiv and Un. 
necessary, By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address TgE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia: Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A 


Why 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 


the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. ©. MIDDLETON. 
Price, 7 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ''Hebrew 
Mythology,” “ The Oareer of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ph5. xiv, 1- 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


OVING conolusivly that there was no Christ 
Peer under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned eng hanged tor sorcery abont 
75 years B.O. Clo pag nder. 
prios: $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For gale at this 
office.; 


10 cents. 


New:Model Hall 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Typewrit 
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er 
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TSM UL Ms 


Writer 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 


Chgap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
ype in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 
rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 

WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 


10 Temple Place, Bostoc, Mass. P, 0. box 5189, 
Send for catalog and specimens of work. 
13t10 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in itsatisfaotion 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his gel» 
| fob d d 

suggestion of a really practicable and fessis” 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


HISTORY 


OF 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
of Europe. | 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price. $3, 


By JOHN WILIAM DRAPER. M.D., LL.D, 
Address ThE TRUTH SREKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12m0, 75pp.; 
50 cts. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Ecztraot. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


‘A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
Fór Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOE, . . ; $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York, 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Agraor B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DR. HARDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution ; Ohap- 
ter IM. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IY, 
Bible History and Evolution: Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Fvolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God aud Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Ohaprer 31I, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XII, Oonolnsion* 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


350 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES, 

1 Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 

2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 

= 4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Uuderwood........... saiko m" ER ses 

* Buddhist Nihilism. Prof Max Mueller... 

8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 

9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 

10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............. 

11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 

12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 

13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 

14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh............. eene 

16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 

of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 

19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 6 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

Wim. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... . 5 

“21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 

22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 

5 

5 


25 
10 
15 
10 
10 


23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought aud Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts........... 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 5 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake........... ses 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh....... . 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
39 Labor's Prayer. Chares Bradlaugh....... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
- 4% Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES, 

- 1 Original Manna for * God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 

4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 

5 200 Questions Without Ánswers............. 5 

6 Dialogue between à Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. .................. 

'! Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 


10 


- by a Weak but Zealous Christian...... . 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
oake...... T kuombea u Saa uas bansSavnsins . 5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil............ e- 5 


11 New Life of Jacob............ vsus es 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
18 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous: Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did. Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 


«21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


- Bible of Hata 


oR, 


THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


e Author of “The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Christian Beligion and the Bignificance 
of its Rise and Decline," “ Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,” “Household Remedies,” “The 
oison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc. etc. 


Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—[Oin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Cloth, 13mo, 240pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “The Rea! Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $4. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 35 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 31, 1880. 


.BIBLE-WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By JOHN STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion. 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


Price, - - . - . 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rop'v TAYLOR. 

$1.50. 


Price - . . . 


THE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
. Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By Pror. LIEBRECHT ULICH, of Germany. 


Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 


By Grorce W. Brown, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By Frances WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


t Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. Tourxax. 
‘Price, - - - - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
: OF THE ANCIENTS. 


By GILBERT VALE. . 
20 cents. 


cloth, 53 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE LN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - ar e 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. FIsH. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Striking SelfContradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price: - E E 


25 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 

“ Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and hís 
Fiery Domains. 


By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., NewYork, 


MYTHS ANO MYTH-M AKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Joun FISKE, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. MeDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutehinson. [Spir.] 

Steel Engraving of Randolph. Prico, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SALE'S edition. Price, $1.60. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Daviv HUME. Price, $1.60. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts. clo, $1. 


MATERIALISM AWD CRIME 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - ` . 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By FE. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Oloth, " A 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 35 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
eligion ? 


By E. E. GUILD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilizanon and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis ard Exodus. 


By Van Buren DexnsLow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Moses HULL. 

Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tae Present AND FurURE REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
ventive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 
By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 


Man's Nature aud Development. 
By Henry G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and Harrier 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - + + + $1.80. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rop’t Cooper. Price, $1. 


Origin aud Development of Relig- 
ions Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Prico, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 

A BUSINESS WAN'S SOCIAL AND 


RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 
By Baron D'HOLBACH. 


and Annie Besant. Price, to 3] t7 - $L 
25 cents. 
TRUTH. A Poem. By E N. Rings. | CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
ley. 10 cents. Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 


By Hupson TUTTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. 


By M. G. H. 
Price, e E 


10 cents. 


*. . LÀ 
Religion of Inhumanity. 
With & Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIC HARRISON. 

Price, 15 cents. 


. RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstitated. 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us 2 Genticman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
25 cents. 


ei See ee ek ee eee S 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
7 Christian Sabbath. 
Each, 5 cents; bound, pad. 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price; 25 cents. 


St, Matthew Before the Cour 


For THE ORME or FORGERY. 
By BECULARIST- 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Its Elements, 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 


Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price, E - - - 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BENSETT. 
Price, - E . 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W. S. BarLow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HU2LBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents, 


35 cents. 


Price, icit ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS, 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE| Per mt aie dnegprosily laughable 


BIBLE. 
Inoluding Allah, Jebovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
esus Christ, Virgin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. “ Gods and Religions.”) 
833pp o pap., 60 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PI., New York. } 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 centa. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH BEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. 


Truth Seeker Traots. 


Nort.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
menis. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
Jeave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. Tho numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


Bennett....... . 
Underwood. ....... 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ...c.cccscoscacces 
37 Short Sermon. Rey. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z. 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruclty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 


(ea 


49 Sensible Conclusions, E. E. Guild....... s 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipers........ "n 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. , Bennett... 
68 Prophecies. — Underwood................... 

62 The Jews and their God ; a 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 


64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSormon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon........ A 
71 Paino's Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations. John Syphers................ 
14 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett.......... 
"5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett..... $e 
77 The Fearof Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 


: 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logie of Prayer. ©. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania, Otto Cordates........ 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven, Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Ohristian'ty. Capphro..... 
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107 I'he Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage........ T 
113 Come to Jesus.  Bennett......... seen 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett..... 
117 Constantinethe Great, Preston.. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell..............-- 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 


123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and “ Ob- 
TAALI ssascacvesecescesccvccsccancacecesecess 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ...... reus . 10 


125 German Liberalism. Neymann........... 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood.......... eere "n— n 1 
130 The Kthics of Religion. Clifford... 
184 Talks with the Evangelists........ 
131 Christian Love. C. L. James... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. Jolin Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology 
241 fnüdelity. H. W. Beecher.......... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon.. 
343 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perlans....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age of Shams........ esee ES 
345 If Yon Tako Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 Tho Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman....... eese —€—— 225] 
ibi What is the Bible? M. W.H... 
162 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
265 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... . 
156 Free Specch & Free Press. Shelley.......... 
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169 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman í 
161 Protestant Perseeutions. ............ nev ravra 
102 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Streot 
Jail. Bennett... .cccccecscssseees wa 10 
164 Bible Impeached, Chapman................ 2 
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SCIKENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els 
burg, M.D...........eeeene rennen es b 

2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous.  Underwood................- esee d 


4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 


5 
3 
2 
7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 3 
2 
0 


8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. : 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Ion € 10 
11 Is America New World? "Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8, Brigham, M.D.....cccccccsscssccncees 
28 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium........cccsssccccesseees 10 


sT See note at head of column. 
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DURING TEN YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
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Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
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women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL, ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. I. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 

CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latesi papers of 
sueh eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEK ER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 


SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 
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W.S. BELL'S PASRPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 

iscourse.—James Parton. 

lam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 gazes It is à very 
able paper, and deserves widedissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 

. PRICE, 20 OENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 


the concise manner in which the point is dis-; 


cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, butin the principles of self-government.— 
J.J.McOabe. 
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LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - %5 Cents. 
«€^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. sy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent 
less, with little money, fair education, and Much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is pat such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admirer 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. | Price 25 centa, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER OomPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oy REASON, 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A DR. TAFT'S ASTHMALENE | 


RED fails; send us your 
address, we will mail trial PEE R E 
DR. TAFT BROS., ROCHESTER. N.Y. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GzEENLEAF 
HOMPEON. 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. JonN 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
+ ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERvVIass. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Corr. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. Eocorxs. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BKII- 
TON. 


10, EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BibNEY 
BAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWIS 
G., JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NzrsoN C. 
PaRsHaLL. 


13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Josx W. Onapwiok. 


"14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By TARR 


Boyt NioHozs. 
15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. Bx Minot J. 
AVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SPECIAL SALE / 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2 50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case; 7 jswels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8: 11 Jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin Bilver ease. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cages, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. Bust open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$30: hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies! best gold filled, 7 Jewels, $17; 11 Jewels 
$18.50; 15 jowels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold,$10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brillianta, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts, Allbonght 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


W. OBADWIOK.' 
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Aiberal ilestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberai Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 


ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P.M., every 


Sunday. Admission free. Discussions follow 
lectures. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at:3 o'clock at 
Liberal Leagne Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
8t. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philade!phia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrie! Hall, Broad and 
Wood sís..at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religions and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates, 


Ingersoll! Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 dn ENS at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opere House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures end debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:830 P.M., 8t 412 Nicollet 
2ve.,.Hooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomsen,Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


R. G. SMITH, Cor. Bec. 


The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


hall at 2:30 Px. All L berals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. x 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Soclety 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P M. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, Poems, 
music and songs. A cordial mvitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TRENTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Beoretary. 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Seud 1U ets. for his “Pri- 
vate Counselor,” a book 
for young and middie aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
b as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application.—4. 
POSITIVE CURE. Thc 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of thase afflict: 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 

from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequent- 

ly assailed and exposed by 
che press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View, 


Address, 


' Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


cures of hopalesg cases that in the olden time bis 


skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and & 
stanch Liberal.—TAe Better Way. 
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Glews of the Week. 


For some time light has heen seen glimmer- 
ing through cracks in the church at New 
Canaan, Conn., and a spirit story was started. 
The other night police entered and found in 
the belfry two partly undressed women and 
the sexton, the three drunk. They were 
arrested. 


At Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Martin Frich has been 
deposed from the minis- | 
try for theft. 


AFrerR the proposed 
increase of the German 
army the peace forces | 
will still be 3,000 men 
short of those of France. 


On the night of the 23d 
a gang of tramps set fire 
to the village of Coo- 
lidge, N. M., and all the 
houses but two burnt 
down. 


Count Hxrsret Bis- i 
MAROK complains that | 
“the English seem to 
think they hav a moral 
right to all uncivilized 
countries.” 


Von Morrkz says that 
the next European war p 
' will be terrible, and that il 
perhaps the continuance 
of social order and civil- 
ization will be at stake. 


AT a late storm in 
Wayne county, O., hail- | 
stones felltothedepthof | 
eight inches, some as 
large as hens’ eggs, and 
killed hundreds of sheep. 


Ex.SgNATOR JONES, 
whose eccentric conduct — ; 
has long drawn the atten- | 

1 
1 
n 


tion of the country, has 
become thorovghiy in- 
sane and been sent to an 
asylum. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS, WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
: OF 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. ' 


Vol. I, Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 


8vo, 835pp. 


Yol. II. Describes Fully all 


the Religious Systems of the World. 


8vo, 957pp. 


Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 


2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 


rocco, 


gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


the Holy Ghost, 


| 
| 
| 


ent. 


AND REFORMERS. 


leather, $4; MOT., £e ©., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO., ; 
28 Lefayette Place, N.Y. 


. Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tista; eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pros- 
8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
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Gems of Chonght. | 


IN her weakness, the church sheltered her. 
self under the absolute power of the Roman 
emperors ; in her strength she laid claim to it 
herself under the name of spiritual power. 
We must not here confine ourselvs toa few 

articular facts. The church has often, no 
oubt, set up and defended the rights of the 
people against the bad government of their 
rulers ; often, indeed, has 

she approved and excited 

f] TE Luna [f] insurrection; often too 
dép C has she maintained the 

P ] rights and interests of 
the people in the presence 
oftheirsovereigns. But 


when the question of 


In the latest battle be- 
tween the French and 
the Dahomians the latter, 
numbering 1,500, were 


all killed. Thè French 
had 15 killed and 72 
wounded. 


AT Shamokin, Pa., fire is burning in galler- 
ies connecting with a mine filled with gas, 
and 500 families whose houses stand above hav 
fled. 


Ax Caspar, Wyo., Lee May recently took 
his paramour, Mre. Polk, into the country 
and cut cff her nose. A dozen cowboys are 
on his trail and will kill him if they catch 


Many persons are run over in New York 
streets lately. Last Saturday a sixteen-year- 
old school-girl was killed by a mail wagon 
and a five-year-old child was killed by & 
street-car. 


At Jamestown, N. Y., two Christian Sci- 
ence healers hav been cbarged by a coroner’s 
jury with contributing to the death of Mrs. 

urrows. The coroner will lay the case 
before the grand jury. 


AT Cleveland on the 25th Rev. P. Werber 
was assaulted by a Jewish audience for 
speaking against Hebrew doctrin, especially 
for saying that the Jewish idea of a messiah 
is ridiculous. A squad of policemen were 
sent to restore peace. 


Os the morning of the 24th a policeman 
found at the foot of the monument erected to 
the killed officers on the spot of the Haymar- 
ket riot, a quantity of dypamite sufficient to 
hav destroyed much property and life about. 
Rain had wet the fuse and prevented explo- 
sion. The statements of the police are con- 
tradictory, and many think the affair a police 
plot. 


AT Chattanooga on the night of the 24th 
Henry Hurd, colored, allowed a preacher to 
escort his wife home and then secreting him. 
self saw the couple do what caused him to 
spring forth and cut the divine so that he 
wil die. At the same hour Nat Mosely, 
colored, caught the Rev. James Sloane with 
his wife and beat him perhaps fatally with & 
stone. 


In Boston a law that was passed fifteen 
years ago but not heeded has now been 
enforced. It forbids the sale of liquor except 
with food to a man sitting at a table. There 
has been & purchase of 15,000 tables and 
50,000 chairs. When there is a rush of cus- 
tom men succeed one another by a *' Next” 
as in & barber-shop, while some sit on the 
floor cross-legged. í 


Os the 19th President Benham of the Y. 
M. C. A. of Meriden, Conv., had two boys 
arrested for pitching pennies on Sunday. 
They had merely tossed a nickel to see which 
should black their shoes. They were con- 
victed under Bection 1,569 of the Blue laws, 
and fined $1 and costs, amounting to $5 each. 
Benham took his witness fees, which helped 
increase the costs. 


political securities came 
into debate between 
power and liberty ; when 
any step was taken to 
establish a system of 
permanent institutions, 
which might effectually 
protect liberty from the 
invasions of power in 
general, the church al- 
ways ranged herself on 
the side of despotism.— 
Guizots History of Civil. 
ization, 


Ir is well worthy of 
remark that the triumph 
of toleration and the 
triumph of civil liberty 
should both hav been 
definitivly effected in 
England at the same 
time, and should both 
hav found their chief 
champion in the same 
man. Both were 
achieved by laymen in 
direct opposition to the 
church and in the mo- 
ment of her extreme de- 
pression.— Lecky!s His- 
tory of Rationalism. 


AT length &ppeared, 


afar cff from the centers 
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DAVID MAKETH A FOOL OF HIMSELF. 


And he changed his behavior before them, and feigned himself mad in their hands 
of the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his beard.—1 Sam. xxi, 18. 
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, and scrabbled on the doors 


of thought, on the bor- 
ders of Poland, & plain, 
Simple minded scholar, 
who first fairly uttered 
to the world the truth, 
now 80 commonplace, 
then so astounding, that 
the sun and planets do 
not revolve about the earth, but that the 
earth and planets revolve about the sun, and 
that man was Nicholas K»pernik. Kopernik 
had been ^ professor at Rome, but, as this 
truth grew within him, heseemed to feel that 
at Rome he was no longer safe. To publish 
this thought was dangerous indeed, and for 
more than thirty years it lay slumbering in 
the minds of Kopernik and the friends to 
whom he had privately intrusted it. At last 
he prepares his great work on the ‘“ Revolu- 
tion of the Heavenly Bodies,” and dedicates 
it to the pope himself. He next seeks a place 
of publication. He dares not send it to Rome, 
for there are the rulers of the older church 
ready to seize it. He dares not send it to 
Wittenberg, for there are the leaders of Prot- 
estantism no Jess hostil. It is therefore in- 
trusted to Osiander, of Nuremberg. But, at 
the last moment. Osiander’s courage fails him. 
He dares not launch the new thought boldly. 
He writes a groveling preface; endeavors to 
excuse Kopernik for his novel idea. He 
inserts the apologetic lie that Kopernik pro- 
pounds the doctrin of the movement of the 
earth, not a8 a fact, but as a hypothesis ;^ he 
declares that it is lawful for an astronomer to 
indulge his imagination, and that this is what 
Kopernik has done. Ta all modern 
history, interference with gcience in the sup- 
posed interest of religion, no matter how con- 
scientious such interference may hav been, 
has resulted in the direst evils both to religion 
and to science—and invariably.—Professor 
Whites Warfare of Science, 


Tue marvelous is the reason of the multi- 
tude: the wise contradict in silence, which 
the multitude prevent them from breaking.— 
Voltaire. ` 


Tux supposition that the terrors of hell. fre 
are essential or even conduciv to good morals 
is contradicted by the facts of history. In 
the Dark Ages there was not à man or a wo- 
man, from Scotland to Naples, who doubted 
that sinners were sent to hell. The religion 
which they had was the same as ours, with 
this exception, that everyone believed in it. 
The state of Europe in that pious epoch need 
not be described. Society is not maintained 
by the conjectures of theology, but by those 
moral sentiments, those gregarious virtues, 
which elevated men above the animals, which 
are now instinctiv in our natures, and to 
which intellectual cultureis propitious. For, 
as we become more and more enlightened, 
‘we perceive more and more clearly that it is 
with the whole human population as it was 
with the primeval clan: the welfare of every 
individual is dependent on the welfare of the 
community, and the welfare of the commu- 
nity depends on the welfare of every individ- 
ual.— Winwood Reade. 


Ler us persuade men to be just, beneficent, 
moderate, sociable; not because such con- 
duct is demanded by the gods, but because 
it is pleasure to men.—D’ Holbach, 
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A FEW OF THE FRAUDULENT RELICS EXHIBITED TO TH 


Hotes and Clipgings. 


Tu Presbyterian Assembly at Usherville, 


' N. C., has decided that Sunday newspapers 


encourage evil, as “ they flood the land with 
pernicious literature.” Church-members were 
asked not to countenance them in any way. 


Lorrery tickets seem to be very plentiful 
in Louisiana just now. The Southwestern 


Christian Advocate tells of a brother who got 


things so mixed up that he presented a lot- 
tery ticket for admission to a love-feast. 
Professed Christians are coming to be among 
the strongest supporters of the lottery, says & 
local paper. 


Tue announcement that the Quakers are 
not dying out is made in a letter from “A 
Quaker” to Murray's Magazine. During the 
first half of this century their decline in 
numbers was very rapid; but for a good 
many years past the accessions by ‘‘ convince- 
ment” hav been every year so greatly in ex- 
cess of the secessions that notwithstanding a 
very low marriage rate and very low birth 
rate and some emigration, there is yearly a 
steady though slight increase in Great Britain. 
In the United States the Quakers, we are told 
by the same authority, are increasing almost 
rapidly, especially in the South and West, 
mainly through accessions from other relig- 
jous bodies. 


Tux Sun to Heber Newton: '' The Rev. 
Heber Newton, D.D., preached another 
sermon on Sunday on the alleged misgovern- 
ment of this town. ‘The middle classes in 
New York are being driven out of the city, 


said Dr. Newton; and, after that, it is not 
necessary to consider his sermon much 
further. In this country there are no classes, 
let us tell this ill-informed divine. There are 
no upper classes, no middle classes, and no 
lower classes. There is no aristocracy, no 
plutocracy, and no vulgar mob; but only 
democracy and republican equality, and the 
natural differences of talent and character. 
Dr. Newton should reform his own political 
ideas before he attempts to reform those of 
others.” 


Tnx mischief of Sunday laws is again illus. 
trated by a case out in Indiana. Mr.C. W. 
Cook keeps a hotel at New Haven. Some 
time ago he allowed the agent of the Toledo 
Automatic Cigar Company to put up on the 
outside of his house one of those little ma- 
chines into which one drops a nickel and gets 
a cigar. On Sunday, April 20th, somebody 
dropped a nickel into the thing, got a cigar, 
and smoked it. Mr. Cook knew nothing 
about it, had nothing to do with the machine 
himself, nor has he any of the profits of it at 
all, but simply allowed the owner of it to 
place it there, yet he was prosecuted for Sun- 
day desecration. A change of venue was 
secured, and the case was tried in Fort 
Wayne. After deliberating all night the jury 
brought in a verdict of guilty, with a fine of 
$1 and costs, and the costs amounted to over 
$50. 


Ar a convention of German Catholic so- 
cieties in Milwaukee Priest Buehler said the 
Catholic faith in this country must be taught 
by church schools and no interference with 
the schools should be allowed. H. J. Spann- 
horst, of St. Louis, said the Beanett law pre- 


sented & political question that Catholics 
could not ignore, because it directly affects 
the welfare of their institutions. Bishop 
Flash referred to the Bennett law in his ad- 
dress and upheld the right of the church to 
go into politics when its interests were at- 
tacked. Bishop Katzer said the law practi- 
cally denied the right of the child to obey its 
parents by putting its claims before those of 
the parents, ‘The friends of the law,” he 
said, ** tell us that the child has rights which 
the state must see are accorded it. But the 
parents hav more interest in the child than 
the state. The matter of teaching English, 
they tell us, is what we are fighting,” he ex- 
claimed. ‘But this is not so. English is 
now taught in our schools. But if the state 
has a right to tell us we must teach English, 
it will soon be telling us what we shall eat 
and what shall go on the table for the family 
dinner. This Bennett law was conceived in 
the minds of Freethinkers and those opposed 
to the Catholic church and her schools.” He 
was told recently, he said, by a Mason. that 
the Bennett law was first suggested by the 
Masons. The man said: “I could prove it 
to you, if I did not put so high a value on 
my head, that the Bennett law was first 
agitated in the Grand Lodge of Masons of the 
state of Wisconsin.” 


Some time ago a midwife of Warsaw, 
Skublinskaya by name, was brought to jus- 
tice, with several of her coadjutors, for the 
crime of killing illegitimate children. The 
woman and her helpers called themselvs 
“t the Society of Angels,” and engaged in the 
atrocious work of “ dispatching the little 
ones to heaven,” of course for & certain con- 
sideration paid them by the unfortunate 
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mothers or their friends. This fact aroused 
a discussion in all the Russian papers on the 
fate of illegitimate children in that country. 
The mortality of such waifs was found to be 
over eighty per cent, even among those in the 
government asylums in St. Petersburg and 
Moscow. Those asylums keep the children 
only for a short time, and send them to vil- 
lages to be raised in the families of peasants. 
There they die in large numbers. But the 
number of such children as are “‘ dispatched” 
directly by professional murderers like Skub- 
linskaya can hardly be estimated. Only 
about three weeks ago a similar ‘‘ Society of 
Angels” was discovered in Vilna. The fate 
of the unfortunate infants has raised the 
question as to the causes for the prevalence 
of such a crime. The papers hint, as broadly 
as the strictness of the censor of the press 
allows, that the cruel laws with reference to 
waifs are at the bottom of the whole trouble. 
An illegitimate child in Russia, if it ever 
grows up, has no standing before the law. 
No matter what his abilities or virtues, if by 
chance or by natural endowment he happens 
to be possessed of any, there is no hope and 
no prospect for him to do any good in the 
world or for himself. The law will not ree- 
ognize him as a member of society, and he is 
tossed about and buffeted until he finds his 
way into some gang of criminals passing their 
lives in & mine in the Ural mountains. In 
view of these facts it is no wonder that sinful 
mothers regard it as a benefit for their chil- 
dren to be “dispa ched to heaven” before 
they grow up to liv in ignominy and suffer- 
ing on earth, and that “ angels” like Skub- 
linskaya should be found who hav no scru- 
ples to help sinful mothers rid themselvs of 
their children. 
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Communications, 


An Apolog; for the “ Ex-Heverends." 


A writer in the April number of the Preethinker's 
Magazine makes some caustic remarks concerning 
that class of persons who, having once been “ minis- 
ters cf the gospel," hav, &fier due examination, de- 
mitted that cfSce, and taken their places among those 
who battle agains’ ihe church aud iis religion. He 
says, and if will not be denied, that not ail these 
gentlemen iefí behind them, when they came, the 
conceited and dictatorial habit they contracted when 
they were functionaries in the church, and which is 
so Offensiv to these scholarly men who hav been en- 
gaged for many years in studying the controversy 
now going on, and understand it perfectly. Allow 
me, therefore, to mention a few extenuating circum- 
stances in the case of the “ex-reverends,” with the 
view of showing that no class of men are so exposed 
as the clergy, by their education and ealling, to form 
the very character that is condemned. . 

As goon as a "smart" young man, and emotional 
in his nature, “gets converted" at a revival, and 
evinces a gift of speaking, either to God in prayer 
or to his fellow-men in the way of exhortaiion, he is 
sent cff to a theological seminary to be trained for s 
minister. The theory is that the whole world is 
dead in trespasses and sins, and that human beings 
are plunging by millions, like the cataract of Niagara, 
into the lake of fire and brimstone; and that the 
entire race will mset the eternal fate unless they are 
snatched, like brands from the burning, by a class of 
men exclusivly and officially appointed for the pur- 
pose. He does not go to the seminary to study 
either religion or theology as branches of the subject 
of anthropology. He goes simply to learn the tools 
of his trade, and the lingo of his profession, with the 
sole view of becoming a successful saver of goule. 
He therefore hurries through his studies, learning 
only enough theology to know the difference between 
his own and other rival sects. He takes entirely for 
granted the truth of the proposition that the Bibie 
is an inspired book, and tha: the Christian religion, 
which he is told is taught in it, is true beyond all 
doubt. No professor ever tells him that this religion 
is only one of a number of others in the world, all 
claiming to be of divine origin; that hundreds of 
learned men, in colleges and universities, whose lives 
hav been devoted to history and criticism, refuse to 
accept it, or any other religion, as supernatural, and 
giv reasons for so doing which all theological 
students shouid carefully examin. The Christian 
religion, like every other, is either true or false. If 
true, the hotter the crucible of investigation is, the 
sooner and more surely it proves itself to be so; if 
false, the sooner the investigator finds it out, and the 
better for him. There are scores of books now in 
circulation, the reading of any one of which, if a 
student bad found it by chance in the library of his 
seminary, would hav leí in a flood of light upon his 
mind, as is the case when & pair of sightless eyes are 
couched by s Surgeon for cataract. But no such bock 
was to be found. He only gota profile view cf re- 
ligion and theology as it was drawn by his sect, and 
had no iden of how the other side of the subject 
looked. He pursued his studies blindfoided, and 
entered the pulpit blindfolded, feeling that his voca- 
tion required him to devote his powers to the ex- 
clusiv business of saviog lost souls, and to build up 
tha interests of his sect, as the only one out of one 
hundred and sixty others in this country which is the 
gate of heaven. This explains the fact that among 
the scores of thousands of the clergy in this country 
there are only a few men whe eculd be induced to 
debate the evidences of Christianity with an Agnos- 
tic. The clergyman is conscious that he does nct 
understand the subject. How should he? He 
never studied it. He is a mera smatterer. His pul- 
pit is not & forum ; for that term implies a discussion, 
in which both sides are heard. It is a chair of 
authority, and when he speska it is ex cathedra. 

There is, however, one subject on which the young 
candidate for “holy orders" is carefully instructed, 
snd on which his mind is in a state of receptivity. 
He is told by his professors and taught by the Bible, 
and his creed, that, on being ordained, and set apart 
as a minister of the gonpel, he rightfully takes a 
position higher than thet cceupied by any other man 
on earth. The New Testament teaches that Jesus 
Christ came into the world as en embassador from 
the mighty sovereign of the universe, to treat with 
the rebellious children of men, and persuade them to 
be reconciled to God. After his death, ard ascen- 
sion to heaven, the ministers of the gospel take up 
the work which he beran, but did not finish, and 
hence are called, by the apostle Paul (in 2 Cor. v, 
20), “embassadors in the stead of Christ,” whose 
function in the echeme cf redemption is precisely 
the sameas that of himself. The minister is invested 
with “the power of the keys,” and his warrant of 
authority runs in these words: “ Whatscever thou 
shalt bind on earth, shall ba bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt looge on earth, shal! be loosed 
in heaven " (Matt. xvi, 19). “ Whatsoever sins ye re- 
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mit, they are remitted unto them ; and whosesoever 
sing ye retain, they are retained." The moment s 
man receives this commission, signed, sealed, de- 
livered, and recorded by the divine suthority of the 
church, he takes rank above the rest of his fellow- 
men, and becomes a “divine.” The Catholic be- 
liever calls him father; that is, he sustains, spirit- 
ually, the same relation to the priest that the child 
sustains naturally to the fsther who begot him. The 
Dutch Christians of New York and New Jersey call 
him “Domine,” which is the voestiv of dominus, 
and moans O Lord! implying either the sentiment 
of worship or the feeling of dependence. The Jew 
calls him rabbi, which means master ; and the rest of 
the sects call him “reverend,” which means 8 funo- 
tionary so exalted in office that he is to be feared and 
revered. Indeed, he may be exceedingly imperfect 
in his moral character. He may be illiterate, with 
neither manners nor brains, bub such deficiencies do 
not invalidate his official acts ; for these he performe, 
not ss a man, but as an embassador, in the stead cf 
Christ, on the principle of the legal maxim: Qué 
faeit per alium, facit per se. At his own discretion, 
as is evident from the express language of his com- 
mission, he unlocks and throws open the gates of 
paradise to whomscever he pleases; and he thrusts 
into the penitentiary of hell, and locks the door upon, 
whomsoever he condamns to that eternal fate. Presi- 
dents, judges, senators, governors, scholars, sei- 
entists, all recognize his authority ; and all assemble, 
if the church be prelatical, in his presence on Sun- 
day, to listen to his reproofs and instructions, to 
confess to him their sins, and to receive absolution 
for the same. He announces that the Lord is in his 
holy temple called the church, and requires the 
whole congregation to kneel down, and then puts 
into their lips the humiliating confession, and makes 
them repeat it, over and over again, that they are all 
" miserable sinners, and cffenders, destitute of all 
spiritual health.” Then the minister plenipotentiary, 
ealed the priest—he alone standing, all the rest 
knee'ing—pronounces tho absclution ; that is, he ab- 
solves the guilty sinners from their liability to pun- 
ishment in hell fire, not for good and all, but only 
up to the present time. But go utterly abortiv is ali 
this solemn procedure to reform a single one of 
these miserable sinners, that, by the time the next 
Sunday comes—in the short space of seven days !— 
every mother’s son and daughter of them all, has back- 
slidden, and become miserable sinners ovef again, 
and must go through the same performance of con- 
fession and absolution the next Sunday. If, on 
leaving the church, a man of known blameless life 
were twitted with his acknowledgment that he could 
not walk straight a single week, and were asked to 
enumerate only ten or twelve’ out of the numberless 
sins ha had just confessed to having committed since 
he was last absolved, how flat he would feel and 
look when his consciecce told him that he had been 
slandering his own character, playing the hypcerit 
before God, and acting as a child before men. 

This power of the keys to open and to shut, to 
forgiv and retain sins, when fully believed by the 
people, is omnipctent and absolu'ely divine, a8 was 
ilustrated a few years ago at the Joliet penitentiary, 
when a Catholic prisoner rose in revolt against the 
authorities of the prison, and became so unmanage- 
able that they had to send for his priest. As soon 
as he saw this divine functionary, with the keys of 
heaven and heli hanging at his girdle, he wilted down 
sb his presence, and became obedient asachild. The 
seeret of his submission was, a conviction on his part 
that, if he did not do as he was bidden by the priest, 
the priest had the power, and would exercise it, to 
send him to hell if he was killed in the struggle with 
bis jailor; not for his disobedience to the state to 
whicn he had forfeited his liberty by his crimes, but 
for his disobedience to the priest. 

The Protestant Reformation did not impsir the 
rights of its own clergy to be the embasssdors of 
Jesus Christ. John Kaox, of Ssotland, though 
neither a papist, nor a prelatist, but a Presbyterian, 
claimed “the power of the keys,” and so did the 
Westminster assembly of divines in their Confession 
of Faith. In the exercise of this power Knox scolded 
and threatened the queen of Scots, who was a Cath- 
olie, a3 if she had been no more than a servant-girl. 
His successors in office did the same thing with 
Charles I. and IL, both of whom they compelled to 
sign the National Covenants over and over again. 
Those kings were preached at personally from the 
pulpit on the Sabbath, and submitted to their reg- 
ular castigation like whipped spaniels. Precisely the 
same arbitrary and dictatorial spirit is exhibited by 
the men of the same creed to-day, in their endeavors 
to force their dogmas and religious observances by 
law upon the American people, 

The advantage of tbe Episcopalian over all other 
Protestant sinners, is that they know beforehand the 
confession which will be extorted from them, when 
the little e»bassador gets them down on their knees 
in church on Sunday, and will not let them up till 
they make it and repeat it, nolens volens. In other 
sects which use no formal, printed prayers, the sin- 
ners are worse treated, for they say their prayers by 
proxy, although totally ignorant of what the embas- 


| sador is going to say in particular. 


And how the 
minister, as mouth-piece for the rest, piles on the 
agony of confession and repentance, is known only 
to those who hav been brought up to it. The people 
acknowledge they kav broken every precept of the 
decalog, not only once, but in times and ways with- 
out number; that they are morally and religiously a 
mars of wounds, bruises, and putrefying sores, and 
ought, in the righteous judgment of God, to hav been 
burning in hell Jong ago. It is well that these ter- 
rible crimes which they charge against themselvs are 
of the naturé of a general, wholesale indictment, 
without specifications such as are made and sworn to 
before a grand jury in a court of justice. For if, in 
the interval of worship, when the divine steps down 
from the pulpit and becomes human, the preacher 
would charge personally snd specifically that this 
elder stole his neighbor’s horse, that yonder deacon 
had committed forgery, ete, that reverend gentle- 
man’s back would need ar emollient poultice on Mon- 
day night before he went to bed, for no man who had 
the least self-respect would allow himself to be so 
vilified with impunity. 

To the “ungodly” these awful confessions of guilt 
seem to be made in a Pickwickian sense, and are only 
the part which the people play in the theatrical per- 
formance which goes on in the church every Sunday. 
But to those who sincerely believe the Bible, and 
hav been brought up religiously, it is anything else 
but ridieulous. Men who earn iheir money by their 
labor and self-denial, giv it away liberally only for 
that which they deem real and vaiuable, not for 
trifles; and the Christians of this country hav per- 
manently invested more than a thousand millions of 
dollars in churches, and contribute yearly additional 
millions, to keep up the weekly work of confessing, 
and receiving absolution for, sins they never com- 
mitted, and listening to reproofs they never deserved ; 
for it is the characteristic of superstition that, al- 
though its forms are so childish and degrading, it 
sticks to a man like the shirt of Nessus. The next 
century will langh at the ridiculous mummeries we 
practice in this, just as we laugh at the cruel mum- 
meries our ancestors practiced, in putting innocent 
women to death as witches. 

Now, is it any wonder that a mortal man, who 
naturally loves power and position in society, and 
whose receptiv mind as a clergyman has been stuffed 
full of this doctrin of his divine embaseadorship and 
c ficial superiority to all other men, when this claim 
is acquiesced in by people of all ranks, including the 
most intelligent, as well as the most ignorant, and 
when the Bible so clearly and unquestionably teaches 
the same, ie it any wonder, I say, that it should hav 
generated in the character of the clergyman a proud, 
conceited, arrogant, dogmatic, presuming, and de- 
manding spirit? Who of all the children of men in 
every age hav occupied so high a position as the 
priesthood? They hav put their foot upon the necks 
of unresisting kings. They hav laid kingdoms under 
interdict and forbidden the burial of the dead till 
their demands were complied with. They hold the 
keys which unlock the gates of heaven and of hell in 
their hands, and ean loose or bind, remit sins or re- 
tain them, from the monarch on his throne down to 
the beggar on his dunghill! The cleric isa god 
incarnate ; for who can forgiv sins but God alone? 

If the disease called the “ big head " is latent in the 
constitution of a man could you place him in environ- 
ments so well calculated to develop these features of 
charecter and that supercilious spirit which hav made 
a maxim of the phrase: “Onse a priest, always a 
priest?” How could a man help being so puffed up 
with spiritual pride, well nigh to bursting, as when 
so really a dignified personage as a chief justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United Siates will in the 
presence of a thousand onlookers knee] down before 
this little deputy embassador of Jesus Christ, confess 
his multitudinous sins over and over again, and re- 
main in that humiliating posture until he receives 
absolution. 

It may be said, and in some instances it is no 
doubt true, that the ex-reverend is apt to be bitter 
in his denunciations of the church as a whole, snd 
may thus disturb the equanimity of those amiable 
heretics who hav never experienced such a radical 
change as an orthodox minister has to undergo in 
breaking out of his house of bondage, and getting 
into a better country of intellectual liberty and 
truth. But my apnlogy for him is this: A man has 
but one life to liv in this world, and if he equanders 
it, by having been made a fool of by the church, and 
then, after a terrific struggle, he gets his eyes open, 
but too late to see and repair the damage done to 
his material interests, he naturally feels very vindic- 
tiv toward the organization that has deceived him. 
When be entered the theological seminary he had all 
the confidence in his teachers that a little child has 
in its mother. He was mere clay in the hands of the 
potter. His professors ought not to hav imposed 
upon that confidence, but should hav given him a 
chance for his life by urging him not to commit him- 
self to the service of the church until he has care- 
fully examined the claims set up for its many creeds. 
I knew of a young man more than fifty years ago 
who, after a revival of religion, left a law office and 


went to a theological seminary to prepare himself for 
the pulpit, and who, on reading Dr. Brewers lecture 
on “ Cause and Effect,” ag it were, by mere accident, 
had his logical mind started on a train of thought 
that ended in his becoming what is now called an 
Agnostic. He left the seminary snd saved his life 
by returning to his profession, in which he had a 
long and successful carcer. But his case has been 
held up ever since as & fearful example of the danger 
of doubt, and the great importance of a theological 
student cultivating a childlike faith. 

When the spirit of truth breathes upon an honest 
man who has been misled into the false position of a 
clergyman and opens his eyes wide enough even 
strongly to suspect that he is on the wrong track, he 
wheels to the right about face and follows the light 
which leads him eventually into the ranks of the oppo- 
sition. He does not begin to swing round the circle 
of the creeds, changing from one to another, as the 
inconstant moon passes through her phases. The 
moment he is convinced that he has been deceived 
ho takes his time and makes a thorough examination, 
beginning not at the top of the subject, but at the 
bottom, which is the Bible, and upon which the 
antagonistic creeds of all our one hundred and sixty 
sects rest. And having ascertained that this book 
neither is, nor claims to be, 2 supernatural revela- 
tion, but is the production of many human minds, all 
fallible, he takes his stand ; always, however, keeping 
the docket of hia mind open for any new evidence 
that may forthcome in the case. Tergiversation or a 
disposition to box the compass of the creeds is a sign 
either that a man does not know how to examin a 
subject, or that he wishes to lay aside the old coat 
for the sake of securing a new and more comfortable 
one. But when, once for all, suck a man forms a 
judgment, and finds that the church is no place for 
him, and he wishes to make amends for the evil he 
has done in the days of his blindness, by cooperating 
henceforth with his enlighteners, he ought to set & 
double guard upon himeelf, lest, in his conferences 
with his new brethren, he betray the old clerical 
taint, and thus bring reproach upon his high charac- 
ter as a Freothinker. A. B. BRADFORD. 

Enon Valley, Pa., April 20, 1890. 


oo 
First Problems. 


Whether force is a product of matter, or matter a 
product of forsa; or whether either is but a modifi- 
cation of a single all-pervading principle, we hav no 
means of knowing with certainty. We may amuse 
ourselvs and exercise our ingenuity with speculations 
on the subject, but absolute knowledge here, we 
must humbly confess, is far beyond our reach. Re- 
lying upon the testimony of our senses, we feel 
assured of our own existence and that of the uni- 
verse ; buf as to our origin, and that of life generally 
in the distant, misty past, we hav scarcely ground 
for even conjecture. In regard to these perplexing 
inquiries we are, and from necessity must ever be, 
Agnostios. 

Accustomed ourselvs to devising and planning, 
and seeing others deily shsping and constructing, 
various articles of handicraft, we, in the absence of 
better knowledge, quite naturally conclude that the 
whole universe and everything it contains were in 
like manner designed and made by some mighty out- 
side power. If we investigate a little and make a 
diligent use of our eyes, we cannot help discovering 
that matter, under proper conditions, is capable of 
undergoing many curious changes and assuming 
many wonderful forms, and that it is not the inert, 
passiv, dead thing that theologians are anxious to 
make us believe, in order that they may make room 
for the introduction of their great super-ruling 
power, their God, their Jehovah, without a general 
acknowledgment of whose existence these pious 
gentry’s supply of bread and butter would be eut 
alarmingly short. 

When we see a laborer at work digging potatoes, 
any attempt to persuade us that the spectacle is but 
an illusion dnd that some hidden, mighty power is 
really doing the work, would strike us as being 
simply absurd. But when we behold matter con- 
stantly at work bringing forth before our eyes an 
endless variety of marvelous results, we blindly ig- 
nore the reality and stupidly look to the skies for 
the cause and explanation. Consider the attraction 
and polarity of the magnet, the crystallization of 
certain salts, the heat and increased density caused 
by the mixing of water and sulphuric acid, the smoke 
and flame generated by pouring nitric acid on pow- 
dered charcoal or spirits of turpentine, and the ex- 
plosiv force developed from dynamite by concussion. 
Think, too, of the marvelous likes and dislikes shown 
by the atoms of different kinds of matter for one 
another in cases of double electiv affinity, and of the 
radical changes of color and quality resulting from a 
union of the same elements in different proportions. 
Here is an alkali and here an acid, both in liquid 
form ; the former converts vegetable blues to green, 
the latter turns them red. Mix the two liquids and 
behold the commotion, the effervescence. Flour, 
calomel, and arsenic hav all much the same appear- 
ance; and the same may be said of morphine, qui- 
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nine, and strychnine; yet how different their effects 
on the animal economy. Now, with these fow facts 
before us and a thousand others that could be easily 
adduced, does it become us, for the sake of bolster- 
ing up a miserable theological system, to affirm that 
matter is passiv, inert, and incapable of self-action ? 
See the roots of the grapevine grope their way to 
a neighboring bone underground and twine them- 
selvs around it for nourishment ; and then glance ab 
the tendrils of a bean vine reaching out, from the 
course of their direct growth, to seize hold of some 
near bush or twig.for support. Does there not ap- 
pear to be something like instinct in those move- 
ments? Hore is a common egg ; examin it and you 
find an outside shell snd its contents. A chemist 


elements and their exact proportions. The egg is 
nothing but a lifeless mass of matter; yet placa it 
under a hen and the process of evolution begins. In 
8 day or two a mere speck of blood appears, which 
gradually enlarges; and then presently there is 
evolved the first visible sign of life, a pulsatory mo- 
tion. Little by little the contents undergo a change 
and assume the outlines of a perfect organism, hav-, 
ing all the complicated corporeal machinery necessary 
for the existence of & new living creature. Now, at 
what point in the mysterious process of incubation 
were sensation and consciousness brought into play? 
Were these, with life, added, injected as it were, by 
some mysterious external power? Or were they, 
like the fragrance of a rose and the color and flavor 
of an orange, the mere natural outcome of growth, 
of evolution? In other words, is matter capable of 
producing such phenomena of itself, or do phenomena 
owe their existence to a power exterior and superior 
to matter? We actually see matter doing these 
things, while we never catch the slightest trace of 
the exterior, superior power. 

The resources and potencies of matter seem to be 
amply sufficient to giv all the results, evolve ail the 
phenomena, that so strike and puzzle our minda. 
Why one organism should grow and develop sen- 
sation, Gonsciousness, and mind, is not more mer 
velous than why another should grow and develop 
color, flavor, and fragrance. The common assertion 
that the atoms of matter, in all such. instances, act 
passivly and in obedience to a law impressed upon 
them by a higher power, fails to explain the mystery ; 
for, if they are capable of receiving such an impres 
sion, capable of acting in obedience toa law, then are 
they capable also of acting and doing things on their 
There is really no 
necessity for any higher power; for its presence, so 
far from explaining anything, would only augment 
the mystery and perplexity of existence. If the 
wonders of the universe seem to necessitate the 
hypothesis of & creator, the still greater wonders of 
such a creator, by a parity of reasoning, would re- 
quire à second creator of the first, a third for the 
second, ad infinitum. 

But, objects the Theist, if you discard the theory 
of a creator, how can we account for the presence cf 
life in the world, particularly life in large creatures, 
such as the elephant, whale, cto? If, as you allege, 
nature is all sufficient, why do we not now hav ocular 
proof of her powers in starting into existence new 
forms as she did in the beginning ? 

These questions hav weight and are well put. 
How are they to be answered? The truth is, they 
cannot be answered except in a mere speculativ way. 
It is just here that we are all obliged to be Agnostics. 
However, a little theorizing on the subject may be 
admissible. l 

All the works of nature are influenced and modified 
by conditions—that is, by the free play of cause and 
effect. Every phenomenon depends upon the exist- 
ence of some condition, making that phenomenon a 
necessity. The existence of the atmosphere is & son- 
dition, making the descent of rain aud the ascent of 
smoke possible. Heat, moisture, and soil are condi- 
tions making possible the germination of seeds, the 
growih of plants, and consequently the existence of 
animal life. A few years ago news came that, during 
an eruption of a volcano on one of the Hast India 
islands, there was thrown out with the lava an im- 
mense mass Of ice. If this was a faci, in that crater, 
then a mighty chemical laboratory, were gensrated 
the gases, the conditions, similar to those used in 
our modern ice factories. On the ground on which 
a brush heap has been burnt, the growth is always 
different from that surrounding the burnt space, be- 
cause the heat of the fire and the deposit of ashes 
work a change in the conditions of the soil on that 
spot. There is, in the life of every woman, a limited 
period, coupled with certain conditions, during which 
child-bearing with her is possible. Now, noé unlikely, 
the life of a world is somewhat similar to that of a 
woman, being subject like her to varying conditions 
which render it prolific in one stage of its existence 
and barren during the remainder of its time. Geol- 
ogy discloses to us the fossil remains of gigantic 
monsters of various kinds that lived during the early 
ages of the world. Physical conditions at that time 
favored their production and existence. As the 
world advanced in age these conditions gradually 
underwent a change, a change fatal to these huge 


creatures, and consequently they became extinct. 
With facts such as the foregoing before us, and with 
thousands of others that might bo &dded, what great 
violence is done to probability when we conclude 
that life in all its forms originated during the pro- 
lific period of the world’s age when ail favoring con- 
ditions were present? 


Nearly everybody is at a loss to understand how 


the stupendous universe, which is infinit and never 
had a beginning, could exist without having had a 
“Great First Cause.” 
there can be no first mile or league, and as in eter- 
nity there ean be no first year or century, so in the 
endiess chain of causation there can be no first 
cause, nob even a “ Gresi First Cause.” 
is, when we attempt to introduce a “Great First 
Cause,” we only shift the difficuliy without removing 
it; we vainly seek to explain one mystery by resort- 
ing to another infinitly greater. 
God such as priesteraft presses upon the masses for 
their acceptance and worship, cannot exist, for one 
evident reasour—the ez disss evils efflicting the world. 
If this God, as is alleged, is ali-wise and all-powerful, 
and if, at the same time, he cherishes a father’s love 
for all his helpless children, how comes it to paes 
that none are happy, and that all are liable to acei- 
dents and misfortunes, and sorely ¢fflicted with want, 
misery, and ailments of every kind? 
craftily draw a curtain over the dark side of the pict- 
ure of human life, while they industriously point 
out and praise the bright side, which, by the way, is 
also very much the smaller. 
to expatiate upon the beneficence of their imeginary 
God, whose providence includes not only singing 
birds, fragrant flowers, and gaudy rainbows, bui also 
thistles, thorns, insect pests, venomous reptils, mad 
dogs, wild beasts, heat, cold, drouths, floods, fam- 
ins, 


Now, as in limitiess space 
The truth 
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tornadces, earthquakes, voleanie eruptions, 
tidal waves, shipwrecks, lightning, conflagrations, 
deadly eontagions, epilepsy, consumption, rheuma- 
tism, leprosy, cancer, blindness, deafness, idiocy, in- 
sanity, bodily deformities, wars, murders, robbories, 
the Bible, the parson, the devil, and an endless hell. 
Ail these and meny other like blessings are vouch- 
safed for man's enjoyment and happiness; and yet, 
despite these clear, convineing proofs of our adorable 
heavenly fsther’s love and tender mercy, “the fool 
sayeth in hia heart there is no God !” 

Brookhaven, Miss. S. F. Suvrr. 


—  — 9. ——— —- 
Freethought in Sweden. 

Writes Capt. Otto Thomson in Fritänkaren No. 9: 

When the paper wasready for the press there arrived from 


Langholmen the painful news that Victor E. Lennstrand is 
critically sick. 


A Swedish prison is in itself in many respects sufliciently 
trying to break down the health of a man possessing & con- 
stitution far stronger than Victor E. Lennsirand. In Jan- 
uary, when his first term of imprisonment expired, his 
friends prevailed upon him to ack for a respit. His impris- 
onment was the outcome of two separate judgments; would 
not justice then require that he serve it out in two separate 
terms? As he truly says, six months’ imprisonment is a far 
harder punishment than twice three months. But no, it 
was not in the interest of ‘‘ the powers that be” to make the 
imprisonment easier for him to beer, rather the opposit. He 
was advised to ask for mercy. But Lennstrand himself 
would hear nothing ebout this. He desired justice, not 
mercy. 

Later he hoped that the opinion of Gita Hofriütt would 
make itself manifest, so that the talk sbout ‘‘ general offense ” 
would cease, inasmuch as no one that had suffered under 
t general offense? could be found. But when the supreme 
court in another decision, ignoring Göta Hofriitt’s binding 
and self-evident judgment, sentenced him to three months’ 
additional imprisonment, then he received a severe blow. 
His dearest hope; soon again to enjoy liberty, was thus frus- 
trated. Other annoyances, but of smaller importance, in- 
creased his melancholy. i 

Shall adversity really hav succeeded in setting a brake to 
the activity of this man, ** whose courage was like the roar- 
ing mountain stream?” We will unto the very last hope 
that such is not the case. But remember, you members of 
the supreme court, you ‘‘ guardians of justice," and all you 
other supporters of throne and altar, that even if you should 
really succeed in closing the mouth of Lennstrand, then from 
all his adherents all over the country shall come a cry of 
pain, a cry sufficiently powerful to arouse not alone the 
sense of justice, but also much else which now slumbers. 
In plece of Lennstrand shall thousands of mouths speak. 
And even if you also should succeed in silencing them, there 
is one whose mouth you cannot stop, and this one is Truth. 


This article of Captsin Thomson deserves soma 
explanation. From letters received from Sweden it 
appears that the sickness Lennstrand suffers under 
is an attack of that most fearful of all diseases, 
prison-consumption, brought about by the miserable 
sanitary conditions of Langholmen prison. We will, 
in one of the first numbers of Tas Trura SEEKER, 
giv our friends a faithful description of the treatment 
accorded Lennstrand, a treatment which, if kept up 
only a short time, will, we fear, add another martyr 
to our cause. Another sentence pronounced and 
Victor E. Lennstrand will leave L3ngholmen prison 
either as a mental wreck or as a corpse. „Lot a 
shower of sympathetic letters rain down in our 
friend's prison cell. Remember that his sufferings 
are for the cause we all cherish. Lennstrand must 
be preserved. 

Captain Thomson speaks as though the persecu- - 
tions are due to courts and clergy. He is right to 
some extent. But let it be remembered that these 
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cfficials are but tools in the hand of that individual 
who at present occupies the Swedish throne, this 
modern Philip IL, King Oscar. It has been in his 
power to show justice, for no judgment in matters 
pertaining to “ blasphemy " is valid unless the king's 
signature is affixed. Hence it is the king we onght 
fo censure more than anyone else. The attitude of 
Captain Thomson is, however, plain enough to any- 
one acquainted with the conditions of monarchical 
Europe. G. N. 


Ehe American Secular Anion. 


— M ——— —— 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


BOARD OF DIREOTORS. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, Presidents 305 23 ave., Asbury Park, N, J. 
X. B. Foote. JR., Vice-President 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 
T. B. WAKEMAN, Vice-President, 93 Nassau street, New York city. 
. E. REM8BU&G, Vice-President, . + . Oak Mills, Kan. 
JULIET H. BEVEBANOE, Vice.Preuident, .  . Milwaukee, Wis. 
Ipa O OnapDoOE. Secretary, 930 North 17th ste Philadelphia, Pa. 
F. O. MENDE, Treasurer, 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


QORRESPONDING SEORETARY, Ida O. Oraddock, Broad and Columbia 


ave., Philadelphia, Pa. . . 
TREASURER, F. O. Mende, . 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia. Pa, 


c4 


Notice. 


Mr. F. C. Mende, treasurer of the scciety, will be 
traveling this summer, aud does not wish lettera and 
remittances addressed to him or to his order, but to 
the order of Ida O. Craddock, secretary, at the new 
office, Broad and Columbia avenue, over the bank. 
The undersigned may be addressed at No. 305 
Second avenue, Asbury Park, N. J., until September 
25ih, after this date. Please make a note of this. 

: R. B. WESTBROOK, 
President American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., June 2, 1890. 


— —9—4—99———————— 
Our “Church Taxation? Pamphlet. 


Our pamphlet on “Church Taxation " has—to use 
a favorit exoression—“ just boomed.” The first 
edition of a thousand was exhausted long before our 
own members at the x y z end of the alphabet were 
supplied. Sítrangere— Liberals and il-Liberale—bav 
written for a copy ; and having read, hav written for 
more. Blue Presbyterians hav nearly tumbled over 
themselvs to praise it to us—even if they do as 
quiekly bob up to their old prim attitude at the 
mention of secularizing the publie schools. How- 
ever we are preparing a neat little tract for these 
last, which we hope to issue in midsummer, if —if— 
our friends will please help us out financially. 

For, with it all, the receipts for these pamphlets 
hav not been as enormous as they should hav been. 
Our little scheme for raising money by charging a 
nominal gum for them bas not been asuccess. Some 
850 of the thousand hav been given away free—for 

` we hav not gone into the publishing business yet. 
And, as we should probably giv away & still larger 
proportion of the forthcoming second edition, we 
hav concluded to say s0, and to print on the cover, 
* For free distribution.” We trust that our friends 
will, therefore, see the need of furnishing the where- 
withal to help along the “ free distribution ” of this 
very ¢ffectiv pamphlet. 

Through the generosity of a few of our members, 
we hav now in the treasury just about enough to 
cover last month’s deficit, to pay this month’s run- 
ning expenses, and the bill for printing the forth- 
coming second thousand of “ Church Taxation.” It 
is. doubtful if we shall hav enough left over to pay 
even for the envelopes and postage necessary to 
gend out this edition. 

This second edition has been enlarged by the fol- 
lowing addendum by Dr. Westbrook, which explains 
itself : 

After the circulation of an edition of one thousand copies 
of this pamphlet, an article in favor of the exemption of 
chureh property from taxation has appeared in the Magazine 
of Christian Literature, and bas been copied in Current Com- 
ment and Legal Miscellany, a law magazine published in 
Philadelphia. The article was written bv Rev. Henry C. 
Vedder, one of the editors of the Baptist Examiner. 

It is to be regretted that he could not discuss this subject 
without calling those who differ with him ‘fanatics and 
visionaries," and that he should so freely use the words 
** enthusiasts,” ** nonsensical,” and ‘‘ absurd,” and accuse all 
who would tax church property in common with other 
property with ‘‘ oppressing religion.” 

1. Mr. Vedder urges that no government taxes all prop- 
erty, and illustrates it by the fact that there are certain arti- 
cles on the free list in our tariff schedules; and he thence 
concludes that churches should be free from tax. This is 
such a perfect zon sequitur that it needs only to be stated to 
be refuted. A few «rticles—because we cannot produce 
them or for other reasons--are admitted duty free; 
and therefore church property— Jona fide real estate—should 
not be taxed! The two things hav nothing in common, as 
there is a great difference between tea, which we must 
import, and real estate, of which the churches generally get 
the choice corner lots. : 

2. The writer says no unproductiv property should be 
taxed; that it would be ‘‘overburdensome;” and he con- 
tends that church property is ‘‘essentially unproductiv.” 
He at the same time admits that. in the province of Quebec, 
from $100,000.000 to $120,000 000 of church property is 
entirely free from taxation, and that the estimated income is 
$10,000,000. 

But is church property unproductiv? How about Plymouth 
church. which, in Mr. Beecher’s time, rented its pews for 
about $50,000 perannum? How about many other churches, 


the pews of which rent annually for from $5,000 to $50,000? 
Then, too, the pews in many churches are sold and the title 
passes with the estate of the holder and is estimated as so 
much money. Besides, the churches tax these pews them- 
selvs. The great majority of churches, from a business 
standpoint, are merely mutual clubhouses, kept up for the 
delectation of rich men and their families. It is common to 
speak of “how many millions" such and such churches 
"represent." 'These churches would not be *'overbur. 
dened” by paying just taxes. Ministers are ‘‘ hired," and 
those who can ** draw” best get the most salary. But sup- 
pose, for the sake of argument, that churches are essentially 
unproduciiv in an economic sense. What then? Houses 
occupied by their owners produce no income of money. 
Vacant lots are unproductiv. Should these be exempt from 
taxation? Then look at the millions of acres of ‘‘ unseated 
lands” producing not a dime of income. Should these lands 
be exempt from taxation? But it is said that they pay to 
hold, because they increase in value. And does not church 
property increase in value also? But there are cheap 
houses of worship, like the Friends’ meeting-houses and the 
mission churches. Well, then, the taxes would be low and 
could be paid as other expenses are paid. s 

In some parts of the United Stat:s an attempt has been 
made to compromise this matter of unjust exemption by 
taxing all churches estimated above a certain value. Of 
course this puts a premium upon fraudulent assessments. 
In the state of Wasbington, no churches are taxed unless 
they are worth at least $5,000; and the result, as we are in- 
formed, is that no churches are estimated at more than 
$4,000. A similar dishonesty in the assessment of churches 
prevails in California. 

Few, if any, church buildings are exclusivly devoted to 
religious worship. Pews are owned and rented, and are as 
really individual property as are dwelling-houses which are 
rented. Concerts are advertised, and a money admission is 
demanded and received. Oyster suppers and strawberry 
festivals are held, and refreshments generally are sold. 
Bazars are conducted, and quasi-gambling is often practiced 
at church fairs. . 

Any church which rents a pew or takes a collection is not 
strictly a public charity; and it should be required to pay 
the ordinary tax. Exemption from taxation is a kind of 
** deadheadism,” of which honorable men should be ashamed. 
It is of the same incongruous character as is the custom of 
full-grown ministers traveling on the half-fare tickets of 
young children, and expecting a discount on everything they 
purchase, because they are ministers. Such things hav & 
very stultifying influence upon all concerned. The church 
is rich, and becoming more and more extravagant; and it 
ought to pay its way in the matter of taxes. 

8. But Mr. Vedder urges that building a church increases 
the value of adjoining lots, and that, therefore, the church 
should pay no taxes. Sometimes the price of property ad. 
vances, near the location of a church, but not always. The 
building of a church sometimes depreciates adjoining prop- 
erty. The ringing of bells, the collection of undesirable 
people, the holding of meetings every night in the week, 
make the adjoining lots undesirable. But the erection of a 
fine private cwelling always increases the price of adjoining 
lots. Shall we exempt from taxation all who make improve- 
ments and thus increase values? The building of a factory, 
or the opening of a mine, always advances the price of 
property for miles around. Shall their enterprising owners 
be exempt from taxation in consequence ? 

4. But the most plausible argument made by Mr. Vedder 
is, that churches promote mor&lity, and that therefore they 
should be exempt from taxation. 

The general influence of the churches, in the main, is good. 
Some persors, it is true, very much doubt whether certain 
theological dogmas taught both in Catholic and Protestant 
churches tend to a true morality. But it is not necessary to 
discuss this question here and now. It cannot be denied, 
however, that a large majority of the most atrocious defalca- 
tions of the day are committed by church-members, or by 
those who attend chureh. "The morality of church-members, 
evidently, is not higher than that of the world in general. 
Church-membership givs no credit in bank; and many per- 
sons who never attend church are known as models of in- 
tegrity and uprightness. But it does not follow that, be- 
cause the influence of the church is in favor of morality, it 
should not share in bearing the expense of maintaining good 
government. A pure morality should favor honest taxation. 
It should not shirk its share of the public burden, cn the 
ground that it labors to promote public morality. Many 
other corporations do the same, and do not ask to be paid 
for it. Why should not the publie press claim exemption 
from taxation, on the ground that it advccates morality, and 
that its influence tends to elevate the people ? 

Dr. Wayland was right in the opinion that the church has 
no claim on the state for the incidental moral influence which 
it may exert. The reputed head of Christianity is said to 
hav found in the fish's mouth money with which to pay tax 
unto Cesar, and has thus given the church an example not 
to shirk the duty it owes to the civil government. 


In the state of Maryland, at the present time, the 
Jesuits and ultra-orthodox Protestants are working 
hard to secure a constitutional amendment in favor 
of church exemption. This will lift the matter out 
of the reach of ordinary legislation, and will bea 
serious blow to the cause for which we are working 
—total separation of church and state. Ten thou- 
sand copies of “Ohurch Taxation” ought to be 
distributed throughout Maryland as soon as possible. 
It would open the eyes of many now indifferent or 
opposed to church taxation; and the circulation of 
this little pamphlet might entirely change the result 
of the battle, and score a victory for us. 

A New York friend writes that a copy ought to 
get into the hands of every member of Congress 
and of the state legislatures. But, dear friends, 
these things all cost money ; and how can we do the 
work of the American Secular Union without funds? 

Liberals, you hav long been anxious to strike an 
effectiv blow at the union of church and state; and 
right here is your chance. Here is a society—the 
American Secular Union—organized and ready for 
effeetiv work. It has already made a favorable jm- 
pression on just the class of allies that we need— 
the Liberal Conservativs. It will shortly lay before 
the world a book which will show how morality can 
be taught in the public schools without religious 
dogma. It has now before the public a tract on 


* Church Taxation” which is acceptable even to 
many of extreme orthodoxy, and which wins con- 
verts and causes discussion wherever it goes. It ig 
also preparing a tract on “ The Bible in the Publie 
Schools,” which, we hav reason to believe, will pro. 
duce an equally telling effect on conservative. And 
yet the very people for whom the American Secular 
Union is working, are starving it out, by withholding 
supplies ! 

American Secular Unionists, here is an opportunity 
for practical work in behalf nf our cause. We need 
money for the *' Church Taxation” pamphlets; and 
we need it quickly. Who will help? - 

Ipa C. Onappoox, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., May 29, 1890. 
——— — — 9-$————————— 
The Woman's Liberal Union and the American 
Secular Union. 


R. B Wesrsroox, Eso: In answer to your public 
charge against the Woman's National Liberal Union 
convention held at Washiagton, D. O., February 
24th and 25th, let me say: While it may not hav been 
in ali respects conducted according to the rules of 
parliamentary practice, could you not generously 
allow some latitude for the inexperience of women 
in such matters, who hav not hitherto had the bone- 
fit of either political or ecclesiastical training of such 
a kind as to make them skilled in the management of 
large bcdies of people? 

Was it not wise to avoid the danger of failure in 
the very object for which the convention was called, 
by allowing a general discussion of the resolutions 
and other matters, through the tactics of ostensible 
friends, but in fact covert enemies? For you are 
well aware that the “wolf in sheep's clothing” is 
everywhere to be fouud, and especially might be sus- 
pected in a gathering of women whose pronounced 
purpose was the enfranchisment of their class from 
theological and political oppression. 

While the action of.individuals in that meeting 
may not hav been satisfactory to all, those are per- 
sonal matters and hardly fair subjects for newspaper 
criticism, and hav very limited connection with 
either the principles or sims in view. 

The Secular Union, which has been established 
for a long time, undoubtedly has done much to en- 
lighten the public, yet with all the length of time it 
has existed, it cannot claim to hav attracted the at- 
tention of people to any such marked degree as has 
the one so recently formed through the untiring 
efforts of the able and honest Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Let me ask you, is it not more creditable to any 
person, of either high or low degree, to hav himself, 
through his efforts, built even a hut, which might 
afford comfort to some living thing, than to hav de- 
stroyed the grandest work ever constructed by man 
or woman? 

The fundamental principles which were promul- 
gated at the meeting will liv when of every person 
who was present it will be said, as of the knights of 
whom Coleridge sung: 


Their swords are rust; their bones are dust; 
Their souls are with the saints, we trust. 


While the society there organized may not exist to 
accomplish all they hoped and desired, the efforts of 
any person to destroy the effect will place him in 
very much the same position as was Mrs. Partington 
when she undertook to sweep the tide back with a 
broom. 

As it has been your pleasure to severely criticise 
the president and officers of the Woman’s National 
Liberal Union in their manner of conducting that 
convention, it is my pleasure to cite you the following 
letter, which will convince you that from others than 
yourself we hay received praise and encouragement 
of no small importance. That you will eventually 
bring your little band into our union, onto a plat- 
fcrm so broad that there is no room for a Jesuit to 
síand and play into the hands of the churoh, is my 
prayer, with , 

Truth for authority, not authority for truth. 

Webster, S. D., May 13th. ManigrTA M. Bonzs. 


OBJECTS OF THE WOMAN'S LIBERAL UNION. 

1. To assert woman's natural rights of self-goverm- 
ment, to show cause of delay in the recognition of 
her demands, and to promote fearlessness in the 
denunciation of such cause. 

2 To preserve the secular nature of our govern- 
ment and the principles of civil and religious liberty 
now incorporated in the federal Constitution, and to 
arouse public thought to the imminent danger of a 
union of church and state through a proposed 
amendment to the Constitution, the object of which 
is to recognize the Christian religion as the founda- 
is of our government and the true basis of our 
aws. 

3. To show that the real foundation of the church 
is the doctrin of woman's inferiority by reason of 
her original sin—a doctrin which we denounce as 
false in science and its foundation a theological 
myth. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That it is essential to the life of the republic that 
the purely civil character of the government be maintained . 
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and that church and state be forever kept separate ; that the 
legal foundation of our government is not any creed of 
Christendom, nor any authority of the church, nor a divine 
revelation, but it i8 simply the consent of the governed; 
that the state has not grown out of the church, but should 
outgrow the need of any church and be henceforth and for- 
eyer independent of the church. 

Resolwed, That the efforts now made by the Christian 
party to bring religion into politics in order to place a relig- 
jous amendment in the Constitution of the United States 
must be resisted, because the success of such efforts would 
make the church the arbiter of the legislativ functions of the 
government and place dangerous irresponsible power in the 
hands of the priesthood. 

Resolved, That according to the principles of the govern- 
ment of the United States of America, the church and state 
are and must be forever kept separate. The state should 

overn its civil affairs, giv its protection to every form of 
religious belicf and secure freedom from molestation to 
every sect in the exercise of its religious sentiments, and 
therefore any amendment to the Constitution proposed by 
the so.called Christian party in politics is destructiv of exist- 
ing civil liberty and should be energetically opposed. 

Resolved, That the real endeavor of the Christian party in 
politics is to establish a papacy in place of the present secu- 
jar form of government of the United States; that a papacy 
does not alone mean a pope’s one-man power in the church, 
nor a claim of papal infallibility ; nor an immoral pretense of 
power to bind or loose sins, nor the celebration of mass, nor 
use of holy water, nor the making of marriage a sacrament, 
nor the doctrin of extreme unction, nor consecrated ground 
for burial, nor the claim of any number of sacraments, nor 
the establishment of parochial schools to teach children what 
they Cannot understand, nor a celibate priesthood, nor any 
form of theological doctrin regarding heaven, hell, or pur- 
gatory; but that a papacy is any church asserting divine 
authority for its teachings and therefore claiming the right 


to exercise civil power—whether that church call itself 


Roman, Greek, Anglican, or Protestant. 

Resolved, That the centralization of power, whether in the 
church or in the state, is dangerous to civil liberty and to 
individual rights, and therefore all attempts toward such 
centralization, either in church or state, must be constantly 
and firmly opposed. ` 

Resolved, That as our nation is composed of people hold- 
ing various and conflicting religious views, Roman Catholics 
d.sagreeipng with Protestant forms, both disagreeing with 
Jewish rites, and the Agnostic holding to no defined system, 
therefore it is wrong and unjust to impose religious instruc- 
tion of any kind upon the pupils of our common schools, 
and in simple justice to all people we denounce and oppose 
every kind of religious instruction in our public schools. 

Resolved, That the great principle of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, namely, the right of individual conscience and judg- 
ment, heretofore claimed and exercised by man alone, should 
&lso be claimed and exercised by woman, who in her inter- 
pretation of the scriptures should be guided by her own 
reason and not by the authority of any church or creed. 

Resolved, That as the first duty of every individual is self- 
development, the lessons of self-sacrifice and obedience 
taught woman by the Christian church hav been fatal not 
only to her own vital interests but through her to the vital 
interests of the race. 

Resolved, That every church is the enemy of liberty and 
progress, and the chief means of enslaving woman’s con- 
acience aud reason, and therefore as the first and most neces- 
sary step toward her emancipation we should free her from 
the bondage of the church. 

Resolved, That the Christian church, of whatever name, is 
based on the theory that woman was created secondary and 
jnferior to man and brought sin into the world, thus necessi- 
tating the sacrifice of a savior. That Christianity is false 
and its foundation a myth which every discovery in science 
enone to be as baseless as its former belief that the earth was 

at. . 

Resolved, That morality is not theology, but has a basis in- 
dependent of ‘*Thou shalt,” and ‘‘Thou shalt not;" that 
right is right and wrong is wrong, not because any being in 
the universe so declares, but in the nature of things, the 
origin of right being in truth and not in authority. 

Resolved, That we seek the truth, come whence it may and 
lead where it will; with the Greek Plato we deem nothing 
80 beautiful as truth; with Hindoo Mahrajah we believe no 
religion can excel the truth; and with the American Lucretia 
Mott we accept ''truth for authority and not authority for 
truth.” 


COLONEL INGERSOLL AND THE WOMAN'S LIBERAL UNION. 
New Yonx, April 25, 1890. 

Mrs Marrerra M. Bones, Webster, S. D, My 
Dear Madam: Accept my thanks for your letter of 
the 25th of March, indorsing the resolutions passed 
by the Woman’s National Liberal Union, at Wash- 
ington, D. C. I agree most heartily with the first 
resolution—that it is essential to the life of the re- 
public that the purely civil character of the govern- 
ment be maintained. I also agree with the second 
resolution, I am perfectly satisfied that if they ever 
succeed in getting God into the Constitution, there 
will be no room left for the folks. So the fourth 
resolution meets with my approval. I am hardly 
sure that I am for all of the fifth. I do want to see 
power centralized to that extent, in the general gov- 
ernment, that it can protect all the citizens of the 
republic, and protect them in whatever state they 
may happen to be. The sixth is undoubtedly right. 
No one should be paid for guessing in the publie 
echools. "Teachers should be called teachers, because 
they teach what they know, and what some other 
person can learn. The seventh is a self-evident 
proposition. The eighth is absolutely true. The 
church has taught to women only the slave virtues. 
Women hav always been crawling on the floor of the 
sanctuary, eating the dust of the temple, and it gave 
me the greatest pleasure to know that a few women, 
at least, bad outgrown the priest slavery. I hav 
said a great many times, and I say again, that the 
parasite of woman is the priest. So the ninth resolu- 
tion contains a good, wholesome truth. Every 
church is the enemy of liberty—always has been and 
always will be as long as it is orthodox. Woman 
has been the slava of the church, and not only the 


slave of the church but the supporter of the church 
—the caryatides beneath the altar are women. So 
the tenth resolution is historically true. Nothing 
can be more absurd than the fall of man through the 
temptation of woman ; nothing more idiotic than the 
dootrin of the atonement, and nothing more absurd 
or immoral than the idea that an innocent man can 
suffer for the guilty and in that way make the guilty 
innocent. The eleventh resolution is all right, and 
is exactly to the point. Nothing is right or wrong 
by reason of adeclaration. A thing is right or wrong 
according to its consequences, as these consequences 
exist in the nature of things. Right and wrong do 
not depend upon authority. We ascertain them by 
experience—but they exist independently of all au- 
thority—in the nature of things. Your last resolu- 
tion is good, but I like the word “ happiness ” better. 
I seek happiness, come whence if may. I deem 
nothing so beautiful as happiness. No religion can 
excel happiness. But the last quotation, from 
Lucretia Mott, “Truth for authority, not author- 
ity for truth,” is splendid. All I can say, my dear 
madam, is that I wish you and your Liberal Union 
the greatest possible success. We never shall hav a 
great generation of men until there has been a gen- 
eration of great women. When babes sit in the lap 
of philosophy there will be hope for the world. 
I am, with great respect, 
Yours sincerely, R. G. INGERSOLL, 
————— 9-4 99———— ———— 


Text-Books in Our Publie Sehools, 


The state board of education will receive proposals on 
June 3d for the furnishing of such text-books as may be 
hereafter enumerated for the use of the common schools of 
the state for a period of five years from and after the 1st day 
of September, 1890.—JVewspaper announcement. 


The following letter tells its own story : 


Wasuineron SxzcunaR Union, 2104 Sixt Srrezz, )- 
Szarriz, Wasa., May 24, 1890. } 

To tae Honorastz Board or EDUCATION OF THE 
Srarz or Wasnrxaron, Gentlemen: The Washington 
Secular Union having been organized, and through 
its efforts a fund provided to enforce and protect all 
individuals in the “absolute freedom of conscience in 
all matters of religious sentiment,” as guaranteed by 
Art. 1, Sec. 11, of the constitution of this state; and 
further to see that “no one shall be disturbed in 
person or property on account of religion,” and 
that “no public money or property shall be &ppro- 
priated for or applied to any religious worship, exer- 
cise, or instruction,” in violation of the provisions of 
said section; the Washington Secular Union, believ- 
ing that your honorable board has the public school 
system of the state and ifs success uppermost in 
your hearts while about to receive bids for and 
determin what text-books shall be used in the public 
schools of this young state for the next five years; 
and believing that your responsibilities as a board, 
under your oath of office, as well as your consciences 
as men and individual duties as citizens of the state, 
will eause you to protect and guard, as well as bow 
in humble obedience to, the rights referred to and 
guaranteed by the constituticn, desires to call your 
especial attention to the fact thai mauy of the text- 
books now in common uss in the schools contain 
quotations from the Bible, known as King James's 
version, and Bible stories and other matters of relig- 
ious sentiment, belief, and instruction. 

You will observe that in our constitution the ex- 
clusion is not of sectarian instruction, ete., but of 
any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, and 
that under our constitution there is not even room 
for the contention made in the case on the relation 
of Weiss, et al, vs. School District No. 8, in the city 
of Edgerton, Wis., decided by the supreme court of 
Wisconsin, March 18, 1890, and reported in Vol. 44 
of the Northwestern Reporter, at page 967, to which 
your attention is respectfully called. 

If any echool-book offzred or proposed to be used 
in any publie school of our state contains any relig- 
ious instruction or sentiment we respectfully request 
your honorable board to reject any and every such 

ook. 

Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious sentiment is guaranteed to every individual, 
and this necessarily includes every individual scholar 
at our publie schools, and this can only be effscted 
by the use of text-books entirely free from any re- 
ligious belief or sentiment. 

Aud we earnestly solicit that in the discharge of 
your duties as the state board of education you will 
remove all excuse for the hierarchy of Rome, or any 
other power or person, to make just attacks upon 
the public schools and school system of the state, on 
account of the practices in and conduct of the public 
schools in violation of the most sacred rights guaran- 
teed by the constitution. 

We desire to call your attention to the fact that in 
many of our public schools the teachers, in direct 
violation alike of the letter and the spirit of the con- 
stitution, open school with religious worship, exer- 
cise, and instruction, as happens to suit the humor, 
faith, or caprice of the teacher, or local school board, 
in profound ignorance of, or utterly ignoring. the 
fact that Washington is now a state, with a bill of 
rights and a constitution. 


At Linden, Whatcom county, the public school 
exercises are opened by one of the teachers reading 
a chapter from the King James's version of the Bible ; 
the Lord’s prayer is recited by the entire school ; 
after which a gospel hymn is sung. 

Reading the Bible is religious instruction. Re- 
citing or repeating the Lord’s prayer, or any other 
prayer, is religious worship. Singivg gospel hymns 
is religious exercise. Why should such unlawful 
proceedings we tolerated, when even the mont fanat- 
ical and bigoted religionist, equally with the Liberal, 
is interested in the strict enforcement of the bill of 
rights? For if it is right and just to hav the Prot- 
estant Bible read, the Lord’s prayer repeated, and 
gospel hymns sung at the opening of public schools, 
when or where Protestants are in & majority, then it 
is equally right and just to hav the Roman Catholic 
Bible read, prayers to the Virgin Mary repeated, 
and hymns or parts of high mass sung, when and 
wherever Roman Catholics are in a majority. 

The officers and members of the Washington Secu- 
lar Union are each and all most stanch and devoted 
friends of our public schools, regarding them as the 
bulwarks of American independence, and the only 
sure reliance for the perpetuation of our republic. 

We should deeply deplore being compelled in the 
defense of the sacred rights, so wisely and justly 
guaranteed by our constitution, of absolute freedom 
of religious sentiment to every individual, to appeal 
to the courts, because we desire to avoid the relig- 
ious strife, hate, and bickering such litigation would 
engender. 

We therefore ask ihe action of your honorable 
board, believing you hav the right, power, and duty 
to avert such litigation, or appeal to the courts, by 
officially notifying all publie school officers of the 
state of their duty, and your determination to enforce 
obedience to the Constitution, affording absolute 
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious 
sentiment and belief to every individual. 

To insure which we ask you to positivly prohibit 
the use of any book containing any religious exercise 
or instruction, or that indorses or inculeates relig- 
ious belief or sentiment, in any public school in the 
state. Respectfully yours, ete., 

R. Winsor, President, 
C. B. Revyoups, Secretary. 
—— $9 — ———— 


A Catholie Opinion of The Truth Seeker. 


ArBaANY, N. Y. 

Frrenp P.: I must be candid. If you wish to preserve 
my intimacy, or even friendship, you must discontinue 
sending to me any more TRUTH SEBRKERS. An article therein 
May 17, 1890, headed ** Questions of the Day,” by one Louis 
N. Criil, Jr., has put me out of my growing ill temper. 
You ought before this to know that J ama Roman Catholic, 
and tberefore cannot change. ; 

What could be more irreligious, and I might add wicked, 
than the writer, whoever he be, to speak so unfeelingly of 
the few cautionary and affectionate remarks of our holy 
father of tbe Vatican in Rome to the Catholics in the United 
States; also our holy father’s cautionary remarks on the 
danger of unguarded thinking, the same leading to doubt, 
damnation, and hopeless Agnosticism ? 

This Mr. Crill seems to take pleasure in raking to the sur- 
face the roasting in Rome of Bruno and several other relig- 
ious disturbers. Why cannot these be forgotten? At any 
rate send no more TRUTH Seexers. What, hav you forgot- 
ten the divine mission of our holy father at Rome? Why, 
Friend P., the publishers of your seditious paper, THE 
Trora SEEKER, ought to be thankful that they are permitted 
to print such & heretical paper. Yours, P. W. 

Mr. Editor, I must admit I made a great mistake P 
for I really thought I had watched this infant 
thinker from his babyhood so closely that he could 
be irusted to do his own thinking ; but am mortified 
to observe that he is still under the ban of the holy 
father at Rome. A SUBSCRIBER. 

————— oo 

Comparariviy speaking, be not anxious to avoid 
poverty. In this way the wealth of the universe may 
be securely invested. What a pity if we do not liv 
this short time according to the laws of the long 
time—the eternal laws! Let us see that we stand 


erect here, and do not lie along by our whole length 


Let our meanness be our footstool, not 
our cushion. In the midst of this labyrinth let us 
liv a thread of life. We must act with so rapid and 
resistless a purpose in one direction that our vices 
necessarily trail behind. The nucleus of a comet is 
almost a star.— Thoreau. 

ot —————— 


Mzw cannot conceive of a state of things so fair 
that it cannot be realized. Can any man honestly 
consult his experience and say that it is so? Hav 
we any facts to appeal to when we say that our 
dreams are premature? Did you ever hear of a man 
who had striven all his life faithfully and singly to- 
ward an object and in no messure obtained it? Ifa 
man constantly aspires, is he not elevated ? Did 
ever a man try heroism, magnavimity, truth, sincerity, 
and find that there was no advantage in them? That 
it was a vain endeavor? Of course, we do not expect 
our paradise will be a garden.— Thoreau. 

————— — 9-8 —————————-— 

Ar the Liberal Club, next Friday evening, Mr. T. B. 
Wakeman will speak of '* The New Temperance Moves in 
Science and Sociology," and a collection will be solicited for 
the benefit of Mr. Harman’s defense fund. 


in the dirt. 


358 


THE TRUTH SEEEKER, JUNE 7, 1890. 


Gammunications. 


Know Your Rights, and Dare Maintain Them. 


One day last week, in the land offica in this city of 
Seattle, a rabid fanatic, Ex-Judge Green, questioned 
and badgered a witness for hearly an hour in regard 
to his religious opinions, denouncing him for disbe- 
lief in God and in future rewards and punishments, 
endeavoring to bring the witness into contempt and 
derision on account of his Infidelity. The ex judge 
caught a Tartar. The controversy was interspersed 
with roars of derisiv laughter at the ex-judge, who 
finally subsided, most ignominiously defeated in the 
theological discussion by the Infidel farmer. Not 
alone Green, but the counsel on the other aide, the 
lawyers in attendance, the witnesses and spectators, 
all appear to hav been oblivious of the rights and 
privileges. guaranteed witnesses by tha constitution of 
the state. Liberals of Washington would do well to 
cut out the following extracts from the constitution of 
the state, adopted at Olympia Aug. 22, 1889, and 
paste in their hats or on their bedroom looking. glass. 
Send a dollar postal note to the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany for a few extra copies of this number, mark the 
extracts from the constitution, and send the papers 
to the clergyman snd school board of your town. Ii 
would be a great help to them. 

Art. 1, Sec. 6. The mode of administering an oath, or affir- 
mation, shall be such as may be most consistent with and 
binding upon the conscience of the person to whom such 
oath or affirmation may be administered. 

Sec. -11. Absolute freedom of conscience in all mat- 
ters of religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be 
guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be dis- 
turbed in person or property oa account of religion, but the 
liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not beso construed 
as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices incon- 
sistent with the pesce and safety of the state. No public 
money or property shall be appropriated for or applied to 
any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or the sup- 
port of auy religious establishment. 

No religious qualification shall be required for any publie 
office or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as 
a witness or a juroz in consequence of his opinion on mat- 
ters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice 
touching his religious belief to affect the weight of his testi- 
mony. 

Bee. 29. The provisions of this constitution are man- 
datory, unless by express words they are declared to be 
otherwise. 

No person in the state of Washington can legally 
be required to take any form of oath, or any spacial 
form of sffirmaticn other than such as shall be most 
consistent and binding upon their conssiencs. “T 
affirm Y will speak the truth,” ete., or * Z affirm the 
contents of this sflidavit," ete., is all the law demands. 
No person when making such affirmation need raise 
the hand, bow the knee, sit, stand, or assume any 
particular position other than such as best suits their 
own pleasure and convenience. 

No judge, lawyer, juror, or sny other person has 
any right, in any cours of justice in this state, to 


question a witness or juror in regard to his or her 


Opinion on msiiers of religion. Such questions are 
an unwarranted impsrtizencs and the only proper 
response to any such question would be, “Mind your 
own business !” 

Any law enforcing Sunday observance, or the re- 
ligious observance of any feast, fast, or holy day, 
would be unconstitutional. 

Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of religious 
sentiment, belief, and worship shall be guaranteed to every 
individual. | 

No one shall be disturbed in person or property on account 
of religion. , 

Hence no person pursuing any legitimate occupa- 
tion or lawful pleasure or pastime on Sunday can be 
disturbed because cf anyone else’s religious senti- 
ments. What is lawful on any one day of the week 
is equally lawful on every other day of the week. 

The constitution positivly defines the only acts 
which can render a person liable to be disturbed in 
‘person or property, to wit, acts of licentiousness, or 
practices inconsistent with the peace and safety of 
the state. The constitution does not read—incon- 

` sistent with the peace and safety of the church. 

No publie money or property can be appropriated 
for or applied to any religious worship. 

Chaplains in our legislature, state prisons, work- 
houses, insane asylums, or state militia may not be 
paid from the pubiie funds. If such persons exer- 
cise their calling it must be charged to Jesus, and he 
or his followers must pay, and not the state. 

No public money or property can be appropriated 
for or applied to any religious worship, exercise, or 
instruction. Bible reading is religious instruction. 

" Repeating the Lord's prayer, or prayer to any God, 
is religious worship. Singing gospel hymns is re- 
ligious exercise. Our publie schools are sustained, 
the teachers paid, from public money. Therefore 
any such religious worship, exercise, or instruction is 
positivly prohibited by the constitution. 

Exemption from taxation is actual appropriation of 
publie money. What is it but to giv or appropriate 
the smount of taxes due to the parties owning the 
property oxempt? If some society was indebted to 
the Truth Seeker Company $100, and the company 


should release or excuse the society from paying it, 
would not the company hav given or appropriated 
$100 of its funds to that society? If the society had 
paid its honest debts, and then the company had 
donated to the society $100, would it not amount to 
exactly the same thing? The soeioty is $100 better 
off, and the company $100 out, by the operation. 
The Hughes revenue bill is now law. Thanks to the 
indomitable energy and self-sacrificing devotion to 
the cause of our treasurer, Geo. M. Boman, and the 
efforts of the Washington Secular Union, that bill 
was amended so that it now decrees that all churoh 
property, private schools, and hospitals shall be taxed 
at full valuation. And this is in strict accord with 
the constitution, and every principle of right and 
justice. All schools other than publie schools are 
run for gain, for the aggrandizement and benefit of 
the parties who control them. Even if no charge is 
made for tuition, they are only doing propaganda 
work, building up and strengthening their denomina- 
tions at the least possible cost. Hospitals, and other 
so-called charitable institutions of the churches, are 
estabiished and kept up not for the good of the pub- 
lie at large, but to glorify, gratify, and benefit the 
particular seoù that owns them. We rejoice at all 
good accomplished. We honor and gladly giv full 
eredit to the benevolence that prompts many Chris- 
tians to giv generously io sustain charitable institu- 
tions. So long as they sustain them with their own 
money they hav an unquestionable right to manage 
and conduct them to suit themselvs—to admit or 
exclude whom they please. But when they fail in 
the business, when they hav to obtain public money 
taken from the pockets of the people, when the pub- 
lic sustain by taxation charitable institutions, they 
should aleo hav voice in the management, and the 
benefits of the institution be afforded to all taxpayers 
slike without discrimination or preference. 

Methodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians are 
echoing the cry of the Catholics, “Away with all 
godless schools!” They are in full sympathy witb, 
and determin like the Catholics—if they cannot rule 
they will ruin. 

When our publie schools conform to the law, and 
refrain from all religious exercise and instruction, 
and ali parochial and other sectarian schools are 
taxed ab full valuation the same as other money- 
masking institutions, these latter will soon cease to 
flourish to the injury of ovr public schools and loss 
of practical education to the rising generation. 

But eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. The 
church folks at Lynden persistently violate the law, 
and arrogantly defy us to secure its enforcement. 
They are seeking to establish a precedent that will be 
used to justify religious worship in every school in 
the state. 

Had & the Liberals of the state had duly pre- 
sented and impressed upon them the advantages, the 
necessity, the duty, to promptly enroll themselvs as 
members of the state organization, the dues would 
hav provided sufficient funds. But as it is, the 
directors are, under the pressing emergency, com- 
pelled to appeal for financial help. Money is wanted 
now, at once, without delay. 

- Thanks to the experience and wondrous skill of 
Dr. H. Doane, the power of electricity judiciously 
applied, and his medieated baths, the old machinery 
is once more in repair, and although considerably re- 
duced in bulk, I am able to work. The doctor sug- 
gests it would greatly help me to recuperate to lay 
aside all work and worry, and go fishing. I would, 
but I lack faith that I should find gold or silver 
pieces in the mouths of the fish I might catch to 
earry on this war for right and justice. Shall ap- 
par to tbe Liberals of the state prove equally 

util? 

The board of directors of the Washington Secular 
Union are not asking for funds for the benefit of any 
individual, any society, any sect, locality, or faction, 
but to secure to every citizen of the state equal rights 
and privileges ; to compel obedience to the law ; to 
preserve our public schools from destruction ; to re- 
lease from the chains of superstition and the do- 
minion of priestcraft all the children of the state. 

Once we obtsin a decision of the supreme court 
all religious exercises and instruction in any publie 
school in Washington end for ever. 

The most devout Christians are as much interested 
as Liberals in the enforcement of the wise provisions 
of the constitution, prohibiting any religious exer- 
cise or instruction in cur publie schools, for if it is 
Protestant. Bible, Lord's prayer, and gospel hymn, 
this year, it may be Catholic Bible and high mass 
next year. Why has not the one as much right in 
our publie schools as the other ? 

The law of the state is all on the side of right, but 
the arrogant assumption, the lawbreaking proclivities, 
of priests and parsons render necessary an appeal to 
the courts to enforce their obedience to its just re- 
quirements. No other remedy will avail. " 

Let those who dasire the work done send in their 
contributions, giv evidence just how much they really 
desire the greatest good to the greatest number, and 
prove their Liberalism is a solid, genuin reality, not 
veneered Obristianity, beginning and ending in frothy 


declamation “full of sound and fury, signifying 
nothing.” 


The affair cries haste, and speed must answer. ` 
Genuin Liberal, you who love freedom, right, and 


justice, if you hav not already done so, please now, ` : 
to-day, by next mail, send your contribution to G. M. 
Boman, treasurer Washington Secular Union. 


O. B. REYNOLDS, 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
Seattle, Wash. 
tO 
A Presbyterian Sabbath Excursion. 
What will Sabbatarians say to the following 


printed postal card issued by Presbyterians at the 
natioral capital? . 


You are cordially invited to attend the services, to be con- 
ducted by the pastor, incident to the laying of the corner- 


stone of our mission chapel at Charlton Hights (Branchville), 


on Sabbath afternoon, May 18th, at 4 o'clock. Train leaves 
the Baltimore and Ohio depot 3:25 p.m., returning leaves 
Charlton station at 6 o’clock, Tickets at reduced rates may 


be obtained at room 14, 1,003 F street, N.W., till 4 o'clock 
Saturday. We will expect you. 


Sincerely yours, F. L. MIDDLETON. 
re 
Some Masonic Correspondence. 
OHARGE AND SPECIFICATIONS 
Against John R. Bolton, member of Aztec Lodge 
No. 3, set for trial in and on the 24th day of Novem- 
ber, 1887. I, Frank W. Smith, J. W., do hereby 
accuse Brother John KH. Bolton sa follows: 
OHARGE: 

Non-payment of dues. Specification first: 
Brother John R. Bolton has been a member of this 
lodge for the past thirteen years, during which time 
he has paid dues to the amount of $2 75, has been 
remitted; he is now in arrears $12. Specification 
second: Brother Bolton has openly repudiated the 
holy Bible, which has always been given to Masons 
as the rule to their guidé and faith, an act incon- 
sistent and contrary to the principles of Masonry, 
and ask that a trial may be had upon the above 
charge and specifications, according to the law in 
such cases made and provided; and in doing so, I 
declare that I am impelled only by a sincere desire 
to do justice, and that the honor of Masonry be 
preserved. 

In witness whereof, I hav hereunto sei my hand, 
this 31st day of August, 1887. 

l Fnaxk W. Surrg, J. W. 


REPLY. 
Liıxcorn, N. M., Nov. 8, 1887. 

To rae W. M. anp BrernREN Azreo Loper, No. 3, 
A. F. ax A. M., Las Crvors, N. M.: I received your 
communication dated 27th ult., embodying charges 
and specifications against me, as & member of the 
lodge above named, and as I will not be able to an- 
swer personally I can only submit the following 
defense. . 

As regards the first charge, " Non payment of 
dues," I hav only to say, that I did not consider my- 
self justified in paying any taxes, for the support of 
an institution the doctrins for the government of 
which I could not believe. 

As regards the second charge, “Not believing in 
the doctrins laid down in the Holy Bible,” I will say 
that I offered no opinion on that book until I had 
read it all through; and, after having done so, I 
found it to be a book of lies, contradictions, obscen- 
ity, murders, blasphemies, and impossibilities; a 
book without sense or meaning ; a book of the compo- 
sition of which a ten-year-old school-boy would be 
ashamed; a book which caused the Thirty Years’ 
war in Europe, and the Inquisition in Spain, and 
a book that has been the cause of more wars, blood- 
shed, and crime in the world for the past sixteen 
hundred years, than all other causes put together. 

Can any man of common sense and reason, and 
with ordinary intelligence, read the following named 
chapters and verses in the Bible, and say that he be- 
lieves such vile stuff to be the word of God? Gen. 
xix, 30-38; xxx, 1-24; Deut. xxiii, 1; 2 Kings xv, 16; 
Job xl, 16, 17 ; Ezek. xliv, 25. 

I hav no other fault to find with the Masonic 
order. I consider it a good institution, and if I 
resided near the lodge, where I could attend the 
regular meetings, I hav no doubt but that I could 
soon cause the brethren to dispense with that cursed 
book called the holy (damned) Bible. 

Fraternally, Jxo. R. Bowron. 


Lincotn, N. M., Jan. 17, 1888. 
Szorerary Aztro Lopes, No. 3, A. F. and A. M., 
Las Cnvozs, N. M., Dear Sir and Brother: On the 
8th of November last, I forwarded to you my “ đe- 
fense" to the charges preferred agsinst me by the 
lodge, to which I hav, as yet, received no reply. 
Will you therefore kindly inform me of the decision 

of the lodge in the matter and oblige, 
Yours fraternally, Jno. R. Borrox. 


Hatz or Aztro Lopar. No. 3, A. F. Ax» A, M. 
Las Cruors N. M., March 1, 1888. 
Jno. R. Bourton, Esg., Lixcons, N. M., Dear Sir: I 
am instructed by the W. M. to inform you that, at a 


THE 


TROTH SEEKER, JUNE 7, 


regular communication of this lodge, held Feb. 22, 
1888, a trial was held on charges preferred against 
you, snd being found guilty of un-Masonie conduct 
you were expelled from the order. 

Very respectfully, Onas. Muzroaurz, Sea. 


The foregoing are all true copies of the originals 
in my possession. Jno. R, Borron.. 
————— 9-4 9 — —————— 


Mr. Heywood in Court. 
From the Boston Papers of May 23d. 

There was a very extraordinary scene in the munic- 
ipal court this morning when Mrs. Angela Fiducia 
Tilton Heywood, the wife of E. H. Heywood, stood 
upon the witness-stand aud told how she had brought 
her children up and what she thought should be done 
in all families. 

Mr. Heywood, who liva in Princeton, this state, 
was in court charged by Agent Chase, of the Socisty 
for the Suppression of Vice, with publishing obscene 
articles in one of his publications. In the court this 
morning he was accompanied by George W. Saarle, 
his counsel, Mrs. Heywood, Mrs. Heywood’s venerable 
mother, and two small children. The society was 
represented by Mr. Chase avd B. P. Johnson as 
counsel. 

The room was nearly filled when the case opened, 
and a number of women made energetic efforts to get 
in. Bat Judge Curiis had intimated to the court 
officers that women were not wanted, and when one 
did get in at one of the doors Officer Hudson 
promptly escorted her out of the other. There were 
a great many lawyers present, and a number of fa 
vorad municipal court habitues found their way to 
seats. 

The publications complained of, which are certainly 
not such as people of refinement would read or hav 
others read, to say the vary best of them, were shown 
and put in evidence. Mr. Heywood ciaimed that bis 
paper is a reform paper, and that he believes in teli- 
ing the truth absolutely in all things. He called 
several witnesses as to the genuinness of his re- 
form projects, and then his wife was asked to take 
the stand. 

To describe Mrs. Heywood is to picture a motherly 
woman of fifty years, who is so well preserved and 
fresh-looking as to appear noi more than forty. 
There are few, if any, lines about her regular and in- 
telligent features, and her voice is low and sweet, 
and so curiously modu'ated as to seem affected. But 
there is no affectation discernible about her manner, 
or in the mental effort clearly shown in giving her 
testimony. And her testimony was probably as re- 
markable as any ever heard in & Massachusetts court 
of justice. She was not reticent; on the contrary, 
she was eager to express her views, and it was so 
evident that they were sincerely and truly her views 
that a silence fell upon the assemblage as they list- 
ened. But men whose ears are daily attuned to 
police court stories, and whose eyes are bold and 
searching, lowered their heads and sunk their eyes 
before the incongruity of the speaker—gentle, 
motherly, and earnest—and ihe ideas she advanced, 
which, to conventional minds, were shocking in the 
extreme. 

And the scene.was sll the more impressiv because 
the witness was a woman of intelligence. and had 
opinions she knew how to express most effsctivly. 

It would be quite impossible to describe the suv- 
jects Mra. Heywood testified on, but they included 
the education of children as early as possible in lines 
of knowledge generally withheld from them. Ia this 
education the methods of procedure, as advocated by 
the witness, included some acts which were startling 
in their description. The pictures which are named 
in the writings complained of, the witness considered 
absolutely necessary for the proper education of chil- 
dren. Mr. Heywood, who conducted the examina- 
tion of his wife, would ask her frequently during her 
testimony whether these acts as related, and the in- 
structions, were not done and given solely for the 
proper and necessary instruction of children, and the 
solemnity of the mother could not well be excelled, 
as she would reply: 

“Most assuredly. Nothing but that, and that 
specifically.” 

Mrs. Heywood said she was the mother of four 
children, the eldest of whom was twenty-three and 
the youngest four years of age. The sweet-voiced 
witness paused a moment, after describing her 
methods, and then said : 

“T hav thought I hav reared four elegant children 
worthy of establishing a race. I hav never withheld 
any information from my children. I hav taught 
them not only the truth but the moral obligation of 
it. I consider that my teaching of my children has 
been my sacred duty.” 

And then her voice trembled and her eyes filled 
with tears as she continued : 

“Tt grieves me to the core to see you men fly at 
each other 80." 

Heywood’s examination of Agent Chase, whom he 
called as a witness for the defense, was exceedingly 
amusing, aud unless checked by the jadge he would 
hav covered the whole question of morals as discussed 
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since the world begen. Heywood wss a picture of | photographs and sold upon the streets. The whole 


an old-time “reformer,” and talked about Garrison | burden of Mr. Heywood’s eloquent argument is the 
and other Abolitionists. He wore the collar and tie, | admission that he was breaking a law for what he 


frock coat and low-cut vest of 1861, and his heir and 
the cut of bis beard made his head look something 
like that of Columbus. 

Mr. Chase was very earnest and careful in his 
replies, and answered some very searching questions 
without showing any spirit of unfairness. Mr. Hey- 
wood led the witness over the usual series of ques- 
tions about the Bible and his belief in it, and-Mr. 
Chase rather got the best of him on that line. Here 
are some of the questions he asked: 

“You regard the Bible as the word of God?” 

& I do." 

“Ave there nob many passages in the Bible that 
are improper ?* 

“T read every passage in the Bible to my mother 
before I was twelve years old.” 

“Is it possible for children to be brought into the 
world without parents?" 

“Not in any other way that I know of at the 
present time” Then referring to some of the 
printed passages complained of, Mr. Heywood asked : 

“Do you object to those words as printed ?” 

- “Tn a newspaper, yes.” 

* Any published arraignment of such a crime ?" 

“I mean in a newspaper for publie cireulation." 

“Then you consider it obscene to print physio- 
logical facts for the common people, and not wren 
printed in large and expensiv books ?” 

“I should not consider a medieal book as obscene, 
but & book hawked around the streets I should.” 

* Did you ever know this publication to be hawked 
around ihe streets ?" 

* No, gir." ‘ 

“Are you a paid agent of the society you 
represent ?" 

“Iam paid for my services.” 

* Hav I ever harmed you?" 

“Not that I am aware of." s 

* Hav I ever harmed any person to 
knowledge ?” 

“I never knew of anyone." . 

* Hav you ever heard of an immoral word or deed 
on my part, or on the part of my family?" 

[11 Never." 

* Hav you ever heard of anyone that I hav injured 
or eorrupted ?" 

“No, sir." 

After recess the court reassembled, send Mr. Hey- 
wood began an argument in defense of his publica- 
tion and his doctrins. 

He quoted other books containing similar passages, 
beginning with the Bible. He recounted his previ- 
ous trial, imprisonment, and pardon, quoted extracts 
voicing favorable opinions from Senator Hoar and 
General Batler, and said that in his opinion the 
present social conditions, particularly in regard to 
the marriage relation, should be reformed, and this 
was his way of attempting to aid that reform. The 
Word, he said, was after the style of William Lloyd 
Garrison’s Liberator, with a department open to 
opponents. f 

After telling what he thought of Agent Chase, 
and his persecution of him, Mr. Heywood said that 
he hoped Mr. Chase would liv long enough to de- 
spise himself for his present work; he made an elo- 
quent plea for free speech. “If this whole question 
of the personality of the individual is not to be 
recognized," said Mr. Heywood, '* what is to be the 
result? The Word is a reform paper, which favors 
obedience to truth. Much matter is admitted to its 
columns that its editors do not approve, but they 
insist that both sides shall be heerd. The relations 
of children to parents is regarded as the most impor- 
tant part of the movement, and there are thousands 
of cases where the child has fallen because of the 
lack of just this kind of knowledge.” 

The defendant closed with a strong plea for jus- 
tice. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Heywood’s one srd a 
half hour’s address, Mr. Searle, his counsel, pre- 
sented a brief argument for the defense. 

In his argument for the prosecution, Attorney 
Johnson began by stating that Anthony Comstock 
had nothing to do with this csse, and that no at- 
tempt had been made to try it in the-newspapers, 
as alleged. 2 

He summed up the evidence bearing upon the 
specific articles (in the Word) mentioned in the com- 

laint, 
pn The question is,” he said, “is this man guilty of 
using language that is prohibited bv the statutes ? 
The wording of section 18, chapter 207, would seem 
to explicitly say that he was guilty. 

“There is some language so bad and vulgar that 
the legislature thought it unfit to put into the stat- 
utes, and it is this kind of language that we claim 
this defendant is guilty of using. 

“Now, what is obscenity ? 

“Tn a case like this it is for the court or jury to 
decide, and there are many cases to be cited where 
this question has been very clearly settled. I$ 
doesn’t follow that a picture which can lawfully ap- 
pear in a published medical work can be eopied into 


your 


though’ was a wholesome and laudabile purpose, but 
there is no possible legal exeuse for doing such a 
thing. There is nothing to justify Mr. Heywood in 
using language that is too vulgar to be put into the 
statutes or the decisions of our courts. His whole 
attitude shows that he glories in thus continually 
defying the laws of the land." 

At the conclusion of Mr. Jchuson’s argument 
Judge Ourtis took tho papers and continued the ease 
until May 31a. 

————— 4 9————— —— 
A Onesided Game. 


A Man with a Shotgun said to a Bird: ** It is all nonsense, 
you know, about shooting being a cruel sport. I put my 
skill against your cunning—that is all there is of it. Itisa _ 
fair game.” ‘‘ True,” said the Bird, “but I don't wish to 
play." “ Why not?” inquired the Man with a Shotgun. 
“The game," the Bird replied, “is fair, as you say; the 
chances about even; but consider the stake.. / am in it for 
you, but what is there init forme?” Not being prepared 
with an answer to the question, the Man with a Shotgun 
sagaciously removed the propounder. There is a moral in 
this somewhere when you come to think of it.—Jnvestigator. 


No doubt there is a moral in the above. The sit- 
ustion is that of the church going a-gunning for 
Liberal editors, and the gun is “constructiv obscen- 
ify,” which, like & shotgun, can be mada to cover a 
wide mark, and is pretty sure fo maim the victim 
however reckless the aim or besotted the gunner. 

_E. B. Foors, JR. . 
— À— ooo 
The Sunday Opera. 
Time: Sunday afternoon. Place: A Gotham drawing-room. 

“ Were you at chureh this morning ?” 

. “Yes; I went to Si, Ambroses to hear the new 


soprano. I was disappointed in her voice. It has 
not strength enough to fill that church.” 

* Do they hav a quartet choir there ?” 

“No, they are all women and ali blondes. They 


sit up in front of the congregation and look right 
retiy." 

“Oh, I like the music at St. Athanasius’s. They 
hav four organs, you know, sll connected by eleotrio- 
ity, snd a brass band, besides the loveliest bass. He 
used to sing leading parts in the McShout Opera 


Company.” ; 
“You go to the Church of the Orucifixion, don't 
you?” 


“No; I never go there any more because I don't 
like the tenor. He does flat go horribly. Last time 
I was there he sang ‘Comfort ye my people’ fit to 
make you squirm.” 

“ Oh, they don’t spend enough on their musio to 
hav it really fine. St. Athanasius givs the organist 
just twice the salary.” 

“Well, I like bovs’ voices every time." g 

“Oh, I don’t. You see it often happens that what 
& crowd of boys can siag the congregation can sing. 
Now I can’t bear to hear a lot of untrained voices 
joining in.” . 

"You may wel say that! I'm glad you didn't 
hear a women in the pew with me at the Church of 
Celestial Peaca singing, ‘I my cross hav taken. " 

“You thought it was you who had to bear the 
cross.” 

“ Yeg, indeed, I did.” 

* But boys can sing very difficult music if they are 
properly trained. At St. Ostherine's they gave parts 
of the musie of the ‘Messiah’ quite as well as it was 
given by the Oratorio Society.” 

“Thera is a little Jew treble there who took the 
soprano parts. He has a lovely voice just like 8 
woman's." : 

* A good many of the best church singers are Jews, 
I believe." : 1 

“Yos, they hav such a geuius for music, you 
know.” ] . 

“Tt must seem queer to them to sing our music— 
tho words I mean." 

“Qh, I dowi suppose they care for the words. 
Im sure nobody can kear them one-half the time. 
They are paid to sing the music, and they sing it 
bsautitully."—JZ. M. Hardinge in Home Journal. 


Voltaire's Rendering of Mandeville's * Fable of the 
Bees.” 


"Once the bees, in worldly things, 
Had a happy government; | 
And their laborers and their kings 
Made them wealthy and content ; 
But some greedy drones at last 
Found their way into the hive ; 
These, in idleness to thrive, 
Told the bees thev ought to fast. 
Sermons were their only labors; | 
Work they preached unto their neighbors. 
Jn their language they would say; 
Yon shall surely go to heaven, 
When to us you've freely given 
Wax and honey all away.” 
Foolishly the bees believed, 
Till by famin undeceived ; 
When their misery was complete, 
All the strange delusion vanished ! 
Now the drones are killed or banished, 
And the bees again may eat. 
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ments Against the Church, and Nearly 
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Price, $2 ; advance orders solicited. 


To Advertisers. 


We call the attention of our subscribers who hav merito- 
rious articles to sell to the following letter from the adver- 
tising manager of the National Typewriter Company : 

‘t Boston, Mass., May 31, 1890. 

*'TRurH SEEKER Company: Is the typewriter doing right 
in your hands? The advertisment in Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
has proved a valuable investment to us. Hav had more 
replies to our card in your columns than come from the old 
established magazines, like Harper's, Scribners’, Cosmopolitan, 
and others. Thanks for your valuable acquaintance, and 
may you liv long and prosper, until every wrong against 
human rights is annihilated.” 

Advertising rates will be made known upon application, 
avd our business friends will find our columns valuable to 


them. 
——— — —9-4-———————— 


New York's Schools and the Sects. 


A few days ago a friend visited this office and left 
this memorandum: 

* Miss ——, teacher in 6th A class in —— street school, 
saic, ‘I would not hava boy in this class without he went 
to mass." ” 

The name of teacher and street were given. A day 
or two afterward the same individual came in again 
when the Editor was out, and this is the memo- 

` randum the business manager made of his errand: 

** The man who told Mr. —— about the teacher's remarks 
about scholars attending mass on slip handed in Friday is 
afraid to back it up—/fears ruin, wishes it withdrawn.” 

The informant’s desire for secresy is the reason 
we do not print the name of this teacher and the 
location of the school. But the incident is too im- 
portant to go unnoticed. First, it shows what the 
Romish church is doing in this city, where it has the 
power, by placing its own teachers in our schools; 
and, second, it shows how utterly incompetent these 
teachers are. No young woman who constructs sen- 
tences a8 does this teacher (for these are her very 
words) is fit to be placed in charge of a class of in- 
fants. Her true place would be with them, under a 
capable instructor. 

The religious folk hav been very busy with our 
schools recently. The Romanists are at their 
ancient tricks—controling them to their own ad- 
vantage when they can; trying to destroy when 
they cannot contro]. The decision of the Wisconsin: 
supreme court has not ceased to be a text for 
speeches and resolutions; the evangelical Protest- 
ants pretend to see in it danger to themselvs, 80 hav 
ranged themselvs in opposition. They seem to be 


as much opposed to secular séhools as the Catholics. 
Au Episcopalian bishop of considerable note de- 
nounces the court, but proposes as a compromire, if 
other states will follow its example, to be satisfied 
with the teaching of the Ten Commandments and the 
Apostles’ Creed. This is as absurd a proposition as 
could well be made, and the press hav very gen- 
erally condemned it. ‘The Apostles’ creed is nothing 
if not theological sectarianism, and to teach it to 
children in the public schools would be to convert 
these institutions into religious schools. And, as the 
World pertinently says, the very large body of 
people who do not accept that creed hav precisely 
the same status before the law in this country as 
their fellow-citizens who do. 

The Presbyterians hav also taken the matter up 
seriously, and their General Assembly at Saratoga 
last week adopted from its Committee on Bills and 
Overtures a preamble, two whereases, and a resolu- 
tion on the subject, as follows : 


“ A paper reciting the recent decision of the supreme 
court of the state of Wisconsin, affirming the Bible to be a 
sectarian book, and its use in the public schools to be uncon- 
stitutional, and asking for a deliverance of the General 
Assembly, having been received, your committee recom- 
mends that this Assembly reaffirm the action of the Assem- 
bly of 1870. [See Digest, pages 278.279.80 ] This action 
declares an unalterable devotion to the public school system 
88 an agency next to the church of God, ip laying a founda- 
tion of intelligence, virtue, and freedom in the United States. 
Regarding the Bible a8 the Magna Charta of our best moral 
and religious influences, we would consider its expulsion 
from our public schools as & deplorsble and suicidal act, and 
do hereby urge upon our members to codperate with 
Christian people in maintaining the place of this book of 
God as an educating force among the youth of our land. 
The committee, therefore, moves the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions by the Assembly : 

** WHEREAS, & recent decision of the supreme court of one 
of our states has affirmed the Bible to be a sectarian book, 
and its use in the public schools to be unconstitutional, and 

** WnEREAS8, We see in this decision no mere local matter, 
such as affects simply the people of that state, but the cul- 
mination of an effort being made with relentless pertinacity 
by & foreign hierarchy to overthrow the system of public 
schools throughout the land; therefore 

** Resolved, That we affirm the importance of our public 
schools to the welfare of our people; that with intellectual 
cultivation must go moral training, or the schools may prove 
a curse rather than a blessing; but this moral training must 
be based on religion, otherwise its sanction will not be strong 
enough to grasp the conscience of the people, or its utter- 
ances obligatory enough to shape their character; that as 
the Bible is the source of the highest moral teaching, we re- 
gard its exclusion from our public schools as a menace to 
national welfare, and we urge the members of our church to 
80 arouse public thought on this subject, from the pulpit, 
the press, and ecclesiastical assemblages, that this book shall 
be restored to its true place in our system of education.” 


There is nothing weak or undecided about that 
Calvinistic utterance. The Presbyterians propose to 
maintain the present Protestant religious tone of the 
schools, and every effort to seculariz3 them will meet 
their decided opposition. One of their orators, Dr. 
Roberts, defined their desires pretty clearly when, 
completely ignoring all non-Obristians, he said that 
“gome non-sectarian religious instruction may be 
introduced, a8 in England, without interfering with 
the rights or disregarding the conscientious scruples 
of any.” 

Another movement, ostensibly in favor of secular 
schools, but really to make all our schools more 
thoroughly Protestant than they are at present, has 
been made public during the past two weeks, and 
has provoked a great deal of comment. This is the 
incorporation of ‘The National League for the Pro- 
tection of American Institutions.” Its work is to be 
the presentation to Congress of a constitutional 
amendment in these words: 

** No state shall pass any law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or use its 
property or credit or any money raised by taxation, or au- 
thorize either to be used for the purpose of founding, main- 
taining, or aiding by appropriation, payment for services, 
expenses or otherwise any church, religious denomination or 
religious society, or any institrtion, society or undertaking 
which is wholly or in part under sectarian or ecclesiastical 
control." 

In one of the documents which the League is 
sending to people likely to be interested in such a 
movement some details of its projeot are given: 

“We want no foreign schools with doctrins, ideas, and 
methods at variance with our constitutional principles, dis- 
turbing instead of conserving the national harmony, and don- 
troled by those who seek, by perverting the infant mind of 
America, to use the American suffrage for the overthrow of 
American institutions. 

** We insist upon careful instruction in the fundamental 


| principles of American law, and the xigid exclusion of sec- 


tarian or denominational teaching, and attempts to prosely- 
tize, so that the citizens of different faiths may secure for 
their children, without fear of interference with their re- 
ligious freedom, the unrivaled advantages of the public 
schools. 

**Tt would seem hardly necessary to add that in seeking 
to protect American institutions it is not proposed to over- 
look the dangers that threaten them from the perversion of 
constitutional government by machine politics, by bribery, 
electoral abuses, fraudulent naturalization and any other 
form of political corruption. Nor are we unmindful of the 
perils of an unrestricted immigration, which permits foreign 
governments, aided by mercenary shippers, to transfer to 
our shores the dregs of their populations, representing the 
lowest forms of illiteracy, beggary, and crime, imposing new 
burdens on our laboring classes, and serving unscrupulous 
politicians for the most unworthy purposes.” 

It is quickly seen from this that “The National 
League for the Protection of American Institutions” 
is a Protestant movement to make our schools un- 
sectarian but religious. As the Su» points out, “ the 
suggested amendment does not at all settle the con- 
troversy over religion in the schools. It forbids ap- 
propriations for sectarian purposes, but it does not 
forbid religious instruction in schools supported by 
general taxation, the very bone of contention. The 
main question of difference would continue to cause 
discord and provoke religious animosities, the bitter- 
est which divide society. If there is any danger 
threatening the public school system, it comes from 
the demand, whencesoever it proceeds, that religious 
instruction should be provided in the schools to 
some extent, greater or less. But the League does 
not oppose this demand, and the sentiment of a large 
part of its members has been openly in its favor, 
provided the teaching be agreeable to their own re- 
ligious opinions. It insists upon the ‘rigid exclusion 
of sectarian or denominational teaching,’ but not of 
religion altogether. Yet there is no religious instruc- 
tion which is not sectarian or denominational, ac- 
cording to the views of a great part of the people, or 
which can be provided ‘without interference with 
their religious freedom.’ If it be satisfactory to 
Roman Catholics, it is offensiv to Protestants, and 
the same the other way. If it suit Christian believ- 
ers, it outrages Jews, Buddhists, Agnostics, and un- 
believers.” 

The work of this League is as much against what 
we consider to be true American institutions as the 
callous demand of Dr. Roberts, and that is also the 
opinion of the journal just quoted. “In this repub- 
lie," i& says, “ there is no union of church and state, 
as there is in Eogland, and all religion is sectarian in 
the sense in which the preacher and the League use 
the term. Even the reading of the Bible and Chris- 
tian prayer, a8 experience has shown, cannot be in- 
troduced without offending conscientious scruples.” 
The manifesto of the League is aimed at the Roman 
Catholics, but they are no more unjust in their de- 
mands than are the Presbyterians and other evangel- 
ical sects, and who, strange to say, seem to regard 
themselvs as going to the furthest limit of liberal- 
ity in their proposed compromise. They are just as 
determined as the Roman Oatholics that religion 
shall be maintained in our schools, and their criti- 
cism of the schools is the same—that they are too 
purely secular. 

There is some gratification in knowing that in this 
war between the two great divisions of Obristianity, 
the Secularists occupy the only tenable ground, and 
that the press recognizes the fact. ‘The whole mat- 
ter is very simple if rightly viewed,” says the World. 
“The public schools are the educational agencies of 
a purely secular state. Their sole function is to giv 
secular education to the children of the state, leaving 
parents and churches to attend to the religious side 
of their training. It is not the business of the state 
to teach religion. The state is unfit for that work, 
and even if fit, it could not undertake it with justice 
or any show of right.” And the Sun defines the 
Secularist position exactly in these words: “ Nothing 
is more apparent than that the existence of the 
schools depends on the total exclusion of religion 
from them. Forbidding public appropriations for 
sectarian purposes will not save them, unless they 
are made wholly secular in their instruction. Instead 
of becoming more religious, the last vestige of relig- - 
ious teaching must be removed from them. As they 
grow more numerous with the growth of the popu- 
lation, the differences of opinion as to religion in- 
crease and become more irreconcilable. Even if 
Protestantism and Romanism came nearer together 
in sentiment as to the subject, unbelief and belief 


other than Christian would stand out in rebellion. 

. The only way to save the system from over- 
throw is to demand the exclusion from it of all relig- 
ious teaching, thus putting all parties on the same 
footing. Then, the state giving no other than 
purely secular instruction, parents can educate their 
children in religion themselves, if they are believers, 
and in such religion as they believe, or send them to 
such religious schools as they prefer.” 

When purely secular schools shall be the rule such 
remarks a3 those of the nameless teacher, quoted by 
the man who fears ruin if it should be known that he 
objected to them, will not be heard, and the way to 
bring that about is for every interested person to re- 
monstrate, not cringe, whenever the pietists show 
their evil designs. The Sun thinks that the senti- 
ment against any sort of union or connection be- 
tween church and state is determined in this repub. 
lio, and that if it ever rises to assert itself against 
opposition, an evil day will hav come for the church ; 
but if al parents follow in this man’s footsteps the 
church wil! hav us down in the mud, and be walking 
all over us, before anyone realizes the situation. 
There is now a practical union of church and state, 
and it bids fair to soon become a great deal closer. 

— eo 
Two Judicial Views of Spiritualistic Phenomena. 


On the day that W. E. Reid was refused a new 
trial by Judge Jackson in the federal court at Grand 
Rapids, Mich., another medium was on trial in 
another part of the country. The different views of 
ihe matter taken by the two judges are interesting 
when compared. 

The second case was in Atlanta, Ga., and arose 
out Of an acousation of fraud against Mrs. Maud 
Jones, who was described as a slate-writer and Spirit- 
ualist. The complainant alleged that he believed 
her pretensions to Spiritualistic powers were fraudu- 
lent, and in order to expose them he agreed to pay 
her one dollar for a séance, and did pay the dollar 
afier it was over, according to his contract. This is 
substantially the charge against Reid, but the 
Georgia man was more honorable in fulfilling his 
contract than the one who set Wanamaker upon 
Reid, for he only paid thirty cents, holding out 
inducements of future advantages for the balance. 

The judge in the federal court and the judge in 
the Georgia state court were wide spart in their 
opinions of the province of government. Mr. Reid’s 
judge holds that “the government assumes to pro- 
tect the incredulous,” while the Georgia court held 
that neither a criminal prosecution nor a civil suit 
could be maintained upon these facts, inasmuch as 
it was quite preposterous for a man to claim that he 
had been cheated or overreached when he made the 
agreement to pay the money under the belief that 
the person who received it was an impostor, and 
courts, he held, should not waste their time in any 
event in attempting to pass upon the truthfulness of 
the.claims of those who profess to hold intercourse 
with spirits. He thought such claims must be 
regarded either as too absurd to be capable of deceiv- 
ing anyone, or else as religious notions which the 
law should let alone. 

On the legitimacy of the alleged phenomena anc 
the attempt to suppress mediums the judges differed 
as radically as upon the province of the courts. 
Judge Jackson at Grand Rapids asked, interrupting 
Mr. Reid’s counsel : 

** If the counsel expected that the government was bound 

_to prove that the defendant could not do what he claimed he 
could do? Did the counsel suppose that the government 
was obliged to prove that he could not do something impossi- 
ble and supernatural? Would you expect the government 
to prove a case like this: A man who advertised to take 
sealed Jetters and read therein the diagnosis of a disease 
and then send a prescription for said disease—would you 


expect a court to stultify itself by attempting to allow such 
a thing to be proved ?” 


To Mr. Reid’s offer to answer sealed letters in 
court Judge Jackson replied : 


* Do you think the court would stultify itself or make 
itself ridiculous by allowing anybody to attempt to prove 
any such impossibility? Suppose a juggler were present 
and could pass around with an empty bottle and pour out 
different wines to each juror. Do you suppose that the 
court would make a spectacle of itself by allowing him to 
attempt to prove this, even though he would swear on a pile 
of Bibles as big as the court house?” 


And he concluded his decision in these words: 


** There is not a particle of doubt as to the constitutional- 
ity of the statute under which this indictment is brought. 
The power certainly rests with Congress to prohibit the use 
of the mails to parties for fraudulent purposes. Congress 
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has the power to say what shall go through the mails, and 
consequently must hav the power to say what shall not. As 
to the charge of the tfal judge, I find that he said: ‘If you 
believe that Dr. Reid believed himself that he could do these 
things—receive communications from the spirit land, etc., 
then you must acquit him.’ That seems to me the fairest 
kind of a charge, and it is going farther than the circuit judge 
would hav gone. One of the witnesses for the defense re- 
ceived a letter, he says, which from its nature must hav 
come from the spirit land. That same kind of an argument 
would apply to other instances just as ridiculous. Suppose, 
for instance, a surgeon sends circulars through the mails ad- 
vertising that he can restore the dead to life. He is called 
upon to prove it, and. he says: ‘ Mrs. Jones was dead for 
twenty-four hours, and I brought her back to life.’ Here is 
a case where the woman was in 4 trance and the physician 
has just as good a claim to the argument as Dr. Reid.” 

The Georgia state judge took the contrary view 
on all these points. He did not believe in such 
prosecutions, for no law could be framed to cover 
them that did not at the same time interfere with 
freedom of religious belief, and if a man should de- 
sire to pay money for such entertainment, it was his 
right to do so at his own risk. He had no remedy 
at law for evil results from his own credulity. The 
judge concluded with these words, very different in 
spirit from those of Judge Jackson: 

“Tf the claim of a Spiritual medium to hav communica- 
tion with the spiríts of the shadow land beyond the grave be 
utterly and patently preposterous, how can any man be 
duped by them ? And if not utterly preposterous, how can 
the government summon a jury to try the question of how 
much truth or falsity there is in any particular creed or sys- 
tem or religious belief or doctrin? Ifa men invoke the gerv- 
ices of a fortune-teller to apprise him of future events, or of 
a Spiritual medium to inform him of the events transpiring 
in the other world, he must abide his trade; if he pay over 
the money with full knowledge he is duped. I will not im- 
panel a jury to try the question whether his fortune was 
truly told, or whether true spirits spoke to him from the 
vasty deep." . 

Mrs. Jones consequently went free, while Mr. Reid 
is now serving a year's sentence to the Detroit House 
of Correction. 

Thinking both of these cases over, we like the way 
of the Georgia judge much better then that of Judge 
Jackson, and it seems more consistent with the 
genius of our government. If there are spirits, who 
can say that they cannot communicate with the liv- 
ing? If there are none, why imprison mediums who 
pretend to hold converse with another world and let 
priests and ministers, who also pretend to tell about 
that same world, escape? If a Spiritualist is fool- 
ishly eredulous in believing in one other world peo- 
pled by spirits, what shall we call the religious folks 
who believe in two other worlds, both peopled by 
‘spirits? And if it is the government's province to 
protect people from their own credulity, why does 
it not forbid the paying of money to get souls out 
of purgatory? Hundreds of priests are to-day using 
the mails to geb cash for that very purpose. 

On the whole, we think the government may as 
well mind its own business in this matter. Spirit- 
ualism is & religion to thousands, and they believe 
in spirit communieation.: That is as much their in- 
alienable right as the belief in heaven and hell is to 
other thousands. And they hav precisely the same 
right to hav mediums to fool them—if it be fooling 
—that the Christians hav to hav ministers and prieste 
to bamboozle them. Reid in prison and Talmage 
loose is a complete reversal of the eternal fitness of 
things, no matier how great an impostor Reid may 
be! 


ee) 
Messrs. Harman and Heywood. 

The petitions for the pardon of Mr. Moses Har- 
man are now being circulated. Blanks can be 
obtained at this office. Some time this month the 
motion for an appeal will bə heard, and if it is 
rejected the petitions must be depended upon to 
repair one of the grosses legal outrages ever perpe. 
trated in America. 

On another page we print the report of the pre- 
liminary hearing of Mr. Heywood. The judge has 
since rendered his deoision, sending the case to the 
grand jury, which will undoubtedly find an indict- 
ment against the editor of the Word. The judge, 
writes Mr. Heywood, does not think the O'Neil let. 
ter is obscene, but holds the editor on “plain 
words.” 

As this issue of Tae Trurs SEEKER goes to press, 
June 34, Mr. Haywood is being tried in the United 
States court at Worcester. The district attorney is 
a Oomstock-Wanamaker sort of man, and will un- 
doubtedly do all he can to send Mr. Heywood to 
prison. He has, he says, orders from Washington— 


361 


which meens Presbyterian Sunday-school Superin- 
tendent Wanamaker—to “push Heywood.” The 
indictment in this court bas three counts. 
is of the April Word, the second, March Word ; 
both of this year; the third is the April Word of 
last year, which contained an article by Mra. Hey- 
wood, called “The Woman's View of It,” a reprint 
of the leaflet on which Mr. Heywood was arrested in 
1883, though Judge Putnam quashed the indictment 
at the following May term of court. The case looks 
dark for Mr. Heywood. 


The first 


Next week we shall be able, probably, to giv the 


result of the trial, as District Attorney Allen will try 
hard to “railroad” Mr. Heywood to prison. 
there is no time to say now. 


More 


+ Good News. 
Victor E. Lennstrand, imprisoned in Stockholm, 


Sweden, for delivering the lecture printed in these 
columns a few weeks since, and which the Swedish 
authorities pronounced blasphemous, was liberated 
on May 2d by a pardon from the king, granted be- 
cause of ill health. There are two more judgments 


hanging over him, however, which, if the king’s court 
decides adversely to him, may again consign him to 
jail. 

Lennstrand’s health is much broken, and he is un- 
able at present to resume the editorship of Fritan- 
karen, but will probably do so soon, if not returned 
to the dungeon. He contracted prison consumption, 
and must rest awhile ere taking up the pen. Let us 
hope that Sweden will never again disgrace herself 
by imprisoning men for speaking their thoughts. 

—o 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux law of Kansas is, that criminals condemned to death 
shall be confined for one year after sentence in the peniten- 
tiary, and then be executed at the pleasure of the governor. 
Senator Ingalls says: ‘‘ The result is an accumulation of a 
job-lot of convicted felons, whose lives, which hav been 
judicially forfeited, instead of being abbreviated are indefi- 
nitly prolonged by improved diet, scientific sanitary regule- 
tions, and enforced good habits, at the expense of the state.” 


Eneerrton, Kan., has concluded to let the husbands rather 
than the wives do the office-holding. At the election held 
on the 19th to fill the vacancies caused by the resignations 
of the Jadies chosen a few weeks ago, a male ticket, com- 
posed chiefly of the marital partners of the retiring women, 
was overwhelmingly victorious. The eternal fitness of 
things seems to be somewhat conserved by this action, but 


; that is no reason why women everywhere should not be en- 


titled to assist in caoosing their rulers and themselvs be 
eligible to rule if they see fit. 


Tax Unitarian organ, Unity, relates that in a town near 
Chicago the Congregational preacher has said that he would 
never enter the Unitarian church nor invite a preacher of 
that denomination to his pulpit, yet wheu the church was 
set on fire by sparks from a burning building the same Con- 
gregational minister was the first to climb the ladder to put 
out the fire and save the church. From this Unity con- 
cludes that the minister ‘‘ gave better evidence of the real 
nature of his creed in the help he rendered his towngmen in 
an emergency than in his pulpit discourses defining Chris- 
tianity." The puerility of such a conclusion ie, excellent 
evidence of how theology makes men distort facis to impress 
people with the idea that religion is an important thing in 
the world. The Congregational minister’s act was the tri- 
umph of humanity over creed, and simply shows that his 
creed has not entirely ruined his manhood. His pulpit ut- 
terances are his religion; his brave act was performed when 
the pious part of him was off duty. 


Mvon indignation is expressed in Montreal over the case 
of the ex-priest, the-Rev. Louis Martin, who has rejoined 
the Roman Catholic church after deserting his wife and two 
children, with whom he has been living for years. The 
general verdict is that the man’s action is an outrage, and 
that his conduct in every way is most contemptible. There 
is a movement on foot to take action against Martin for 
wife desertion and against the Roman Catholic ecclesiastical 
authoritiesfor conspiracy in aiding and abetting the same. 
According to the law of the Koman Catholic church, once 
a priest always a priest, and the marriage is, therefore, in 
the eyes of the church, null and void. In accordance with 
this law, this priestly scoundrel, after living with à woman 
whom he recognized as his wife for several years, coolly 
deserts her and her two children and is received by the 
church with open arms, the poor woman and her two children 
being left to look after themeelvs as best they can. A dis- 
patch from Canada says: '*The question arises, shall the 
church law or the civil law prevail? There is no doubt 
that if the desertion had taken place in the United States, 
where the church of Rome is not above the law of the ‘and, 
Mr. Martin wonld be called to pretty sharp account, but 
here, in the province of Quebec, where the law of the church 
is supreme, the case is very different, and it looks very much 
as if the woman and her two children will hav to submit 
to a cruel outrage.” 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


CarisTOGA, CAL., May 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I shall soon send you money for one copy of 
the picture book. I keep Taz TRUTH SEEKER on account 
of the pictures. Yours' truly, JOHN DUMBAOHER. 


EvaNsvILLE, Minn., May 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I wrote you a few days ago that I should 
not subscribe to your paper before August Ist. But I can 
not help myself; it must after this come regularly to my 


home. The pictures init take me. Ishall giv the paper my 
best attention. As a Liberal paper, it is the best I hav ever 
seen. Martin Grav. 


West View, O., May 21, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5, which sum apply as 
follows: $3 for renewal, $2 for cartoon book to be sent when 
published, and when your pictorial Bible is published put 
me down fora copy. Put.my vote down for the pictures. 
I am convinced, from my own experience, thst the pictures 
cause many to investigate and read, where without them 

they would not. L. C. TANNEY. 


Grand RaPrps, Miom., May 19, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I inclose $2 25, for which please send me the 
picture book when it comes out, also the story, ‘‘ For Her 
Daily Bread.” I hope the pictures will be & success finan- 
cially, and that you will be able to publish the Bible illus- 
. trations in the same way in the near future. I hav a lot of 
each arranged in large albums for the benefit of my orthodox 
friends, but would prefer them in book form. It would be 

just elegant for the center table. H. F. Mirrs. 


JerrRY Ciry, O., May 19, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: It givs me pleasure to remit you $1, for 
which you will be so kind as to send TuE TRUTH SEEKER for 
four months to a trial subscriber—the third one on my cap, 
and I hope he will continue. It also pleases me to say to 
you that you will hear from the two I sent you some time 
ago, in the way of more money, as they both assured me 
that they would not do without the paper any more, and 
that the paper is of more consequence to them than all the 

daily or weekly papers that come to them for perusal. 
Yours, etc, C. C. Germann. 


Desrrotr, Mios., May 3, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOoR: Ina recent communication a correspondent 
makes the suggestion of having the Liberals establish schools 
of their own—a good idea, and very feasible. However, Lib- 
eral schools cannot be established in all communities, hence 
Isuggest that the Liberals combine and compel the teachers 
in public schools to quit reading that filthiest of all books, 
the Bible, to the pupils. The law is very clear on the sub- 
ject, and has more than once been tested favorably to us. 
If Mrs. A. will take the matter in hand, I feel confident that 
this objectionable feature will be done away with in the 

public schools of Eaton Rapids. L. Knapp, M.D. 


Minneapouis, Minn., May 19, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Having reason to believe that many of the 
Liberal Swedes in this country read your paper, I ask you 
to let them know that my lectures delivered in Minneapolis 
will now be published in the Swedish language and sent to 
any address. One of them is just now ready, and I send 
you a copy of it. Its title in English would be, ‘‘ The Devil, 
the Hell, the Eternal Punishment, and the Last Judgment.” 
The price is only ten cents a copy. 

My work is meeting with a great success, which shows 
that the Liberal ideas are very much spread among the 
Swedes in this country as well as in the old one. I am asked 
to go to at least a dozen other places and speak, but yet hav 
been toc overcrowded by work in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
I hope, though, to be able to lecture in Chicago, Kansas 
City, and Omaha in a near future. AXEL LUNDEBERG. 


ANAHZIM, CAL., May 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: At last we are on hand to pay for two copies 
of the grand picture book that the gifted Heston is giving to 
the world. The tree of knowledge is a little the best yet 
produced. I am just convalescing from a severe attack of 
.la grippe, so, of course, the Methodist Episcopal minister 
called and used a little flattery—said I ought to join the 
church so as to giv my ‘‘ influence in the right direction.” 
I replied that he did not want me to become a hypocrit, 
when I did not believe in Christianity ; besides, I did not 
expect to liv for four days, and I could say with truth that I 
did not hav a doubt or fear of the future life, if there is one. 
I then held an argument about the God question; gave him 
an idea of my experience; then showed him ‘‘ The Tree of 
Knowledge.” Of course that paper wil make him think 
better than a treatis. Long liv Taz TRUTH BEEKER and 

"Watson Heston. K. PARKER. 


POTTER, ARK., May 18, 1890. 

Mr. Enprrog: lobject to the teaching of Christianity. It 
misdirects the energies of humanity. The mind is directed 
in search of the surest passport to the skies. Day after day, 
year after year, the pages of a large volume of parables, rid- 
dles, and dreams sre perused, with no other good than to 
divide people into sects, each one claiming to hav the surest 
waybill. Christ, it is said, promised the Holy Ghost, which 
should teach them the way of all truth. Who has ever re- 
ceived this truth ? Point them out. Maybe it was Calvin, 
or the pope of Rome, or Wesley. Who knows? Point 
them out if you can. A study of this ancient puzzle, this 
false absurdity, is detrimental to our interest here. It is an- 
tagonistic to science and truth. It purports to settle all 
questions of right or wrong for past, present, and future. 


T 
Faith and baptism are more worthy than good conduct. 


Morality, kindness, good works, all hav no attraction for 
heaven. Faith is the purifying substance. Matt. xxiv, 14, 
says: ' And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall 
the end come.” That mesns, if they do not throw down 
their own religion. Verse 34 says: ‘ Verily I say unto you 
this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled." 
The things spoken of are too numerous to mention here. 
Read that chapter and see if they were fulfilled during that 
generation or not. If not, Christ was mistaken; and if so, 
wwe hav passed to the other world. J. R. PERRY. 


March 1, 1889. 

Mr. Eprron: Many are beginning to see the strides the 
Roman Catholic church (with a big R) is making toward 
supreme power in this country. It often occurs to me that 
it would be easier for the devilish church to gain supreme 
power in this country than in a country governed by a king, 
queen, or czar, as they, the crowned heads, would be jealous 
of the church's power and would check it when they could, 
but here, all they hav to do is to get a majority of the votes 
and presto! the plum falls right into their hands and nobody 
to say nay, for does not the majority rule? And we poor 
fools are making voters of the thousands of tools this political 
church is crowding on us every year, so that if we continue 
the naturalization laws for another ten years we may giv up 
the contest and let the pope of Rome rule this glorious coun- 
iry, and we shall prove ourselvs unworthy sons of nob'e 


sires, who, having been left the glorious heritage, had not 
sense nor manhood enough to save it from the most ravenous 
monster that afflicts the earth. It plainly tells us what it 
means. 


It is not mealy-mouthed, but openly tells in encyc- 
lical letters, by bishops, and in every other way that its inten- 


tion is to root out our unsectarian schools and supplant them 
with its priestly parochial schools, where nothing shall be 
learned but obedience to the pope. 
kill this monster before its fangs reach your vitals, when it 
will be too late to struggle. 


Americans, arise, and 


Let us hav an American party 
outside the parties of politicians, both Republican and Demo- 


crat, either of which would sell us to Rome for the sake of 


office to themselvs. Let no man be sent to Congress or state 
legislatures who is not pledged against pope:y and for the 
separation cf church and state in all its forms. 

J. Downzs. 


Basin, Mont., May 18, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I send money for three cartoon books. I 
am a little late to express my notions about the cartocns in 
Tae Truro SEEKER, but here they are in a nutshell—the 
cartoons are just admirable. By all means do not let the 
illustrations drop. Some find fault and say they are un- 
couth. The subject they represent is uncouth. Does any- 
one think it correct to represent a one-cent story with a $100 
cut? The representations are just the thing in the right 
place. They could not be better. They do not need any 
improvement. They are a capital instructor. Well, I must 
hav that cartoon book. My friend says he must hav it too. 
He further says that he sends $3 to renew his subscription 
to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. He says he must hav it, although 
it injures his business a good deal. There are quite a num- 
ber of Roman Catholics in this vicinity, but he keeps it on 
his table at his place of business. And right here I will 
say, I notice the effect of the cartoons. Around every new 
paper that comes can be seen a group of men looking at the 
pictures and discussing about them, and a good many of 
them will read 'he paper. 

I was dumfounded when I saw the sentence, in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, of Moses Harman, pronounced by Judge Foster 
It is outrageous, rascally. I, as a citizen of the United 
States, demand of the government that it see to it that the 
sentence imposed upon Moses Harman by Judge Foster be 
commuted, and I further ask that Judge Foster be retired 
from the high position that he now occupies as judge, as a 
man entirely unfit for the position and power to judge and 
pronounce upon his fellow-man. Moses Harman charges 
Judge Foster that he (Harman) was forced to tria] without 
proper counsel; that there was no good reason why his case 
could not hav been put off a few hours pending the arrival 
of his attorney, which Judge Foster refused to do. Now, 
Isubmit th&t the subsequent action of Judge Foster proves 
the defendant's statement to be correct. J. B. Taomson. 


Twin Mounn, Kan., May 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed money to apply on my 
arrears. It takes so much produce or bard labor to pay for 
a dollar, that poor men handle but very few, and the Editor 
soon feels the pressure. Having joined the Farmers’ Alli- 
ance for the protection of myself and other producers against 
monopolies and combines, and remembering those in bonds 
the same as if bound with them, Iam compelled to forego 
the pleasure of reading the world-renowned TRUTH 
BEEKER for a time, at least, however much I shall miss it, 
for every dollar I can consistently spare must be applied for 
the defense and relief of my esteemed friend and co-worker 
Moses Harman, now confined in a loathsome prison for no 
crime whatever, but simply for advocating more freedom for 
women, now just emerging from a condition of slavery 
fraught with more pernicious and cruel results than was the 
African slavery of the Southern states. He is confined 
simply for advocating one of the most needed reforms ever 
presented to the human race, that of sexual abuse in marital 
a8 well 88 other relations. He was convicted through a vin- 
dictiv personal hate of Judge Foster and 8 bigoted church, 
especialy the Young Men's Christian Association, en- 
couraged by a fanatical president and postmaster-general, 
together with the Women’s Christian Temperance Union; 
also nine-tenths of the professed Liberals of this country, 
whether members of the Secular Union or not, who, by their 
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profuse criticisms of Harman for publishing such letters and 

who (if silence giv8 consent) indorse the crimes said letters 

expose, hav all directly or indirectly encouraged Judge 

Foster to convict. For be assured that if all professing 

Liberals and Spiritists, including yourself and R. G. Ingersoll, 

had labored as hard in defense of Harman’s constitutional 

right to publish said letters, and had contributed their 

money as liberally in Harman’s defense, as a few hundred 

of the best men and women in the world hav done, no sane 

judgein the United States would hav convicted him. Judge 

Foster has proved himself unfit for the office he holds, and a 

disgrace to the court he serves regardless of past frauds and 

corruption. But advanced thivkers will be slow to blame 

him for his vindictiv decisions, for he is built that way. 

Comstock and his supporters are among the worst enemies 

to liberty and a free government that ever infested any 

country on earth, but their day will soon be over. They 

can do but little else, and we need not blame them—they are 

built that way. The Women’s Christian Temperance Union 

are using their combined efforts to crush the principles of: 
American freedom and giv us instead a religious oligarchy. 

They will sooner or later learn better, and must not be 

blamed—they are built that way. The numerous church 

organizations are zealously engaged in stufling the tender 

minds of all the children they can reach with their Sunday- 

school exercise, Bible nonsense, and superstition. What 

else can be expected from such children when grown up but 

persecution and hate? But do not blame them—they are 

built that way. Those milk-and-water Liberals who are 

quite extensivly scattered over the Westcrn states, and a few 

in the East also, act much as if they had arrived at the sum- 

mit of progress and had no more to learn, giving much of 

their time in criticising more or less severely those who differ 

with them. Do not blame them; they are not thoroughly 

weaned from their early training when they were built that 

way. R. G. Ingersoll isa man with few or no equals and 

certainly no superior in eloquence; a man who has done 

more to educate and lift the churches out of their supersti- 

tious ruts by showing up the absurdity of their Calvinistic 

creeds than all others combined. His numerous discourses 

in favor of universal freedom, and the rights of man, woman, 

and child, hav never been excelled. But when he takes a 

step backward to indorse a protectiv tariff, a gold and silver 

currency, and to oppose the repeal of the whole Comstock 

laws, he also presents evidence of early partisan training, by 

depriving free men of their natural right to buy ia the ` 
cheapest market; by favoring & currency that always hides 
when most needed, and by siding with church bigots in 
opposing the repeal of Comstock laws. He too is built that 
way, and may not be to blame, but if he does not learn bet- 
ter soon, I cannot blame those who blame him. 

Your noble defense of Harman’s innocence in THz TRUTH 
SEEKER of May 10th eame too late, for which I am sorry. 
Better late than never, is a maxim containing some truth, and 
if you are built that way you are entitled to an average 
amount of leniency. Were it not for such men as Har- 
man, Heywood, and the Chicago Anarchists, and such 
women as Slenker, Heywood, and Waisbrooker, who hav 
the courage to speak and publish truths in advance of pub- 
lic sentiment regardless of persecutiqp and death, preparing 
the way, the present success and popularity of Ingersoll, 
Underwood, and Macdonald would hav been impossible. 

Henry HriaTT. 


LINOOLN'8 BELIEF—A LETTE ` TO MR. REMSBURG. 
PortamouTH, O., May 7, 1890. 

Dzar Frino: In the last issue of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
you solicit information as to ‘‘Was Abraham Lincoln a 
Christian?” You desire it, as the solicitation states, for 
a book which you are about to publish relativ to that 
particular matter. I some time ago wrote Tug "TRUTH 
SEEKER that I had the evidence of two worthy and truth- 
ful witnesses which might with a sort of ‘‘ knock-out 
propriety ” (that is, to the church side) be added to 
your already large accumulation of testimony, proving 
‘¢Honest Abe” an unbeliever. I intended to send it to 
them, but your solicitation cut that short for the present, 
and in as brief space as possible I will address it to you—you 
in turn can send to Tae TaurH SEEKER. Of the two wit- 
nesses I refer to one is dead, viz., Hon. Oran B. Gould. His 
death occurred several weeks ago at his beautiful home near 
Franklin Terrace, which lies on the Ohio river, about fif- 
teen miles east of this city. He was a grand old man, and 
was known asthe ''Sage of the Terrace. He lived and 
died a Freethinker. This the church denies, and sets up the 
assertion that previous to dissolution he recanted. The fact 
is that three weeks before his demise his mind gave way, 
and in this condition, tottering as it were upon the very edge 
of his grave, a minister of the gospel called, took advantage 
of the situation, and proclaimed him converted to Christian- 
ity. The robbery, as the church and their hireling thought, 
was complete. In fact, a thief at night acts upon the same 
principle. The purpose, the intent, was there. In my feeble 
way I endeavored to vindicate the dead throvgh the columns 
of the Portsmouth Press. I based my article on a quotation 
from you: ‘‘ Law was his god; justice his creed, and liberty 
his heaven.” That served your purpose in the closing re. 
marks as to Abraham Lincoln, and it served mine in vindi- 
cating Oran B. Gould. And here I will say that the martyred 
president and the Bage of the "Terrace were great friends. 
Gould took a conspicuous part in politics, and was as- 
quainted with the leading public men. Me loved Ingersoll, 
and when the great Agnostic passed this way in 1876 making 
political speeches he became the honored guest of Gould for 
the night. Oftentimes I hav heard him remark that that 
night was the merriest ever passed in the old home. He 
thought the colonel one of the greatest of men. As I 
said before, Gould took & great interest in politics. He was 
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a Republican of the Abolitionist kind, and when in Illinois 
became acquainted with Lincoln. The friendship thus 
formed never grew cold; it waxed warm until the assassin’s 
bullet played its deadly part. 'Then broken in death, it yet 
remained living in memory. Gould was with Lincoln on 
various occasions. He knew him well. The two believed 
alike, that is, they were moralists. I hav Gould's own 
words for this. They were spoken to me last fall previous 
to my Southern trip. At that time your articles on the 
question, ‘“ Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?” were ap- 
pearing from week to week in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and that is 
what brought about my interview at that time. I asked 
particularly as to Lincoln’s idea of Christianity. Said Gould: 
* He, like myself, recognized no monsters for gods. He, 
like myself, discarded the divinity of Christ, and the idea of 
a hell’s fire. He, like myself, admired Christ as a man, and 
believed the devil and evil to be simply ‘ truth misunder- 
stood.’ He, like myself, thought good wherever found 
should be accepted and the bad rejected. Ina word, we 
were firm in the belief of the Golden Rule, Do unto others 
as you would hav them do unto you, and the passage, 
that you'll reap what you sow." 

The other witness, who still livs: and has his being, is 
Judge Robert Leachman. I met him when South. It was 
at Anniston, Ala. He is a very old man now, being past 
eighty. In his day he was quite prominent. He was born 
in Virginia; when but a child his parents moved to Ken- 
tucky. In that state he received his education, and became 
famousas a lawyer. lleafterward formed the acquaintance 
of Abraham Lincoln. They too became close friends, and 
always remained such. Upon leaving Kentucky Robert 
Leachman located in Mississippi. He was practicing law 
there when the war broke out. He was a Republican, and 
as such, amid the threats and abuse of secessionists, he pro- 
claimed the cause of Lincoln. Nothing daunted him. He 
was brave and fearless, and stood his ground. Honest Abe 
never forgot it, and had he not fallen a victim of assassination 
he would hav called Judge Leachman to the Supreme bench 
of the United States. That was the understanding between 
them. Now, Leachman’s testimony is of value for two 
reasons, viz., first, he was near unto Lincoln; and second, 
he is a believer. He says: ‘‘ Lincoln was not such a Chris- 
tian as the term is used to imply by church-going people and 
the members of churches. He was in the strictest sense a 
moralist. He looked to actions and not to belief. He 
greatly admired the Golden Rule, and was one of those who 
thought ‘ One worldata time’ a good idea. He substantially 
demonstrated secession impracticable thus—that a wheel 
could not exist within a wheel, a kingdom within a king- 
dom, a world within a world. He held to ‘ One at a time.’ 
He thought this a good place to be happy, as is shown by 
his wonderful love for liberty and mercy. No, I can truth- 
fully say, Abraham Lincoln was not a Christian.” 

Yours Liberally, etc., Witt S. ANDRES. 


March 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed are some comments on the Hawes 
hanging, from the Nashville Banner, on which I wish to 
make some comment : 


Rev. Dr. Pickard, # Baptist clergyman in Birmingham, 
made a reference in a sermon to the execution of Dick 
Hawes, the wife and child murderer, and said: **'The demon 
who went through the gallows on last Friday went straight 
to hell. Ido not believe that the gallows is a stepping stone 
to heaven, but a springfall to hell.” Whereupon the Knox- 
ville Journal is moved to remark: ‘t We are not learned in 
theology, but the teachings of the churches will hav to be 
changed if this be true. We are taught that whosoever 
repents his sins and believes in the savior will be saved. A 
man condemned to die would very certainly repent, and the 
belief would be all that was lacking." 

Brother Rule, of the Journal, is getting into deep theolog- 
ical water. The Bible certainly teaches that the vilest sinner 
may be saved if he brings forth fruits meet for repentance 
and exercises & true faith in Christ. A noteworthy instance 
of the assurance of salvation in the extreme crisis is the case 
of the thief on the cross, but it is difficult to believe that the 
many brutal and hardened criminals who declare on the scaf- 
fold that they will go straight to heaven hav an adequate 
conception of the true principles and fundamental requisits 
of a saving faith. One can hardly accept the conciusion 
that the gallows is the stepping-stone to heaven, and that the 
murderers and other criminals who are doomed to death are 
accorded by the exigencies of their helpless situation and the 
fact that the days of their lives are definitly numbered, an 
exceptional certainty of making their calling and election 
sure. Ifsuch were the case, those who commit the most out- 
rageous Offenses against the Jaws of God and man might—in 
view of the brief and transitory nature of this checkered mun- 
dane life and the immeasurable prospects of the eternal life 
—deem themselvs the most fortunate of mortals. We take 
it that no just view of religion can compass the idea of plac- 
ing & premium of future happiness upon crime or of making 
the gallows the most privileged of the altars of salvation. 
While none is prepared to deny that some of the vilest crim- 
inals hav attained & genuin faith before their execution, it is 
not unlikely that in many of the frequent instances of scaf- 
fold repentance the miserable creatures are deluded into a 
fervor and frenzy of emotion which they mistake for the 
faith of the Christian. While it is not for man to judge and 
condemn in spiritual things, we doubt not that in many 
cases the criminals who profess to be ready to step from the 
gallows into the Christian’s heaven would speedily return to 
their evil ways if reprieved at the last moment and allowed 
to liv out their natural lives on earth. 


The first thing I will notice is, why should the Bible God 
object to taking Hawes to his bosom? Hawes murdered 
only three, while he murdered millions. Not only so, but he 
continues to keep them in suffering. Hawes seemed to be 
satisfied at the death of his victims, while the Christian God 
is never appeased. Hawes is certainly the better of the two. 
I hav never read of anything in the history of the Apaches 
or Comanches that would equal the depravity aud brutality 
of the wholesale murder of the Midianites, and they, too, an 
industrious, virtuous, and pacific nation. And then to giv 


the maids over to the lust of the murderers—Hawes, though 
bad, would hav revolted at such as that. And then every 
advanced thinker will admit he was not sane for the time 
being, and when reason asserted itself he would not let the 
man be harmed that betrayed him. My verdict against 
Hawes would hav been imprisonment for life. Then the 
state would not hav been as brutal as he. 

The Christ myth says a man must hate all his nearest kin, 
yea, his own life, to be his disciple. Hawes did not do that, 
so he is better than the Herald’s young God it speaks so 
commendingly of. Hawes loved his son and brother. This 
young God said, ‘ Love your enemies," but he damns his. 
Example would hav been better here than precept. The 
preachers, Dr. Pickard included, hate unbelievers and would 
annihilate every one of them if they had the power. 

Will the editor of the Herald (for he must be a very intel- 
ligent man) tell his readers where heaven is? Does he not 
know there is no such thing as up to space—that he revolves 
every twenty-four hours with this globe, and it is up all the 
time? Does he not know it is as dark as Egypt is said to be 
after he should get past the reflection of light from this globe 
until it should strike some other body? He can test that 
any night by letting a ray of light pass through his window 
pane until it strikes an object. Does he not know the higher 
you ascend the colder it is? Wouid not the Herald bea 
better educator if he printed such science, and all science, 
than when it retails such slush as Dr. Pickard’s, the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union’s, and Young Men’s Christian 
Association's, as it does? Will the Herald’s editor tell us 
what is the difference, chemically, between men and all 
other animals? Will he enlighten us as to what the soul is? 
where or what part of the human anima! it occupies? where 
was his before he was born? at what time it entered him? 
did he receive it conjointly from bis parents? Will he tell 
us the difference between the human foetus at certain stages 
and that of other animals, even the young chick at certain 
stages? Will hetell us how much better a man he is now, 
taking age and experience out of the balance, than he was 
before he became ecstasied and imagined he had religion— 
that thing which makes a man a monomaniac and make: 
him hate everyone that does not believe he is right? Will 
the editor of the Herald read Rawlinson’s ** Ancient Egypt,” 
chap. 8, vol. i, what he -quotes from Brugsch’s ‘‘ History of 
Egypt?" The forty-two laws of the Egyptian religion con- 
tained in the one hundred and twenty-fifth chapter of the 
Book of the Dead fall short in nothing of the teaching of 
Christianity. Does he not know all his Bible was plagiarized 
from heathen myth older than the Bible purports to be? 
Does he know that if its teaching was followed a few cent- 
uries man would go back to the same state of barbarism 
that produced it? Man is but the reflex of the God he wor- 
ships. That is why in the Dark Ages Christians could tort- 
ure men and maidens, mothers and children. They wor- 
shiped a bloody savage’s God. -Will the Herald point out 
one line or one word of its Christ, I mean one good one, 
that is original? The Golden Rule was uttered five hundred 
years before he was born, by a heathen philosopher. Now, 
I hav been a reader of the Herald for a long time, and I hav 
failed to see any Freethought paper, lecturer, meetings, 
Secular Unions, or anything that would lead to Freethought 
mentioned in its columns. But on the other hand, every 
Sunday-school meeting, conference, synod, general assembly, 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Young Men's 
Christian Association, and pulpit filled by some reverend 
D.D. that has not three ideas above the animal Balaam 
rode, is detailed in first-class style. Now, let us Freethinkers 
everywhere boycott every secular paper that refuses to 
recognize us and our rights. A THINKER. 


BELVIDERE, ILL., March 16, 1890. 

Mr. Éprrox : I hav a great desire to relate my experience. 
I will do my best not to be tedious while I relate how 1 be- 
came a Freethinker. When I was a young man I got con- 
verted and joined the Methodist church. I also got married, 
and my wife was also a member of the Methodist church. 
Now, although I was completely hedged in by church influ. 
ences, although I had never read an Infidel book or heard 


-anyone speak on the subject of Infidelity except the preachers 


themselvs, yet in a few years I became an out and out Infidel. 
And this is the way it happened. It began in a quarrel be 
tween the minister and the leading classleader. 'The 
minister thought the classleader too severe in his remarks to 
the members of his class. The fact was, the leader would 
not look on sin with the least degree of allowance. Some of 
the lady members of his class complained to the minister, 
because if the leader spied the least bit of jewelry or ribbons 
or sign of either bustle or hoops on them, he would tell them 
of it and lecture them severely on the subject. The minister 
sided with the ladies, and told the leader he must quit talk- 
ing so severely to them, but the leader would not quit. So 
the minister turned the leader out of his office and appointed 
another man. Then the row began; half of the church peo- 
ple sided with the minister, the rest with the leader. My 
wife and myself sided with the leader. The leader called on 
me and asked my advice about starting a new church. I 
said: ''Go ahead. It's the only thing to do. I'll join and 
help all I can.” My wife also said, ** Go ahead,” but I could 
not swear whether she said she would join or not. The next 
Sunday the new church was organized, and I joined it. I 
was elected secretary of the Sabbath-school, an office I held 
until I abandoned the church. My wife did not attend that 
day, &nd there's where my trouble began, for before the 
next Sundsy arrived she had an interview with a minister 
who was in sympathy with the old church. He advised her 
not tojoin the new church. He told her it was started in & 
rebellious spirit, and in consequence it would never prosper, 
etc. He sent a message by her to me advising me to with- 
draw from the new church and stick to the old one. This I 


did not feel inclined to do, for I had begun to doa little 
thinking for myself, and did not propose to be led around by 
the nose by either women or preachers. My wife was just 
as set in her opinions as myself, so for two years she went to 
one church, while I went to another. This was a bitter pill 
to me, but I felt that I had done the right thing and was very 
indignant that any preacher should meddle in my affairs. 
He knew that I had joined the new church and could not in 
honor back out. He knew that my wife sided with the new 
church and proposed joining it, but he appealed to her cow- 
ardice, and she was afraid to join the new church for fear it 
would burst, and then she would feel awfully cheap to 
hav to come back to the old church. “But I bided my time, 
and at the end of two years my wife and her adviser found 
that they had made & mistake, for the new church prospered, 
while the old one went down. All the young folks in the 
old church came over in a body and joined the new, and the 
membership of the Sabbath-school, which at firet was only 
fifty scholars, swelled to nearly two hundred. As we were 
a progressiv church, we had some progressiv sermons 
preached. The fact was, we had no regular preacher for 
the first six months, but had to take up with any preacher 
who offered to preach to us for nothing. The consequence 
was, some of the sermons were not exactly orthodox. Listen- 
ing to some of those speculativ sermons caused me to become 
& little speculativ myself. 'Then other preachers hammered 
at Infidelity and poor Tom Paine, and the more they ham- 
mered the more I began to reason on the subject. Then my 
wife, becoming alarmed at the state of my mind, made haste 
to join the new church. In fact, her old adviser advised her 
to do so. But it was too late. For two or three years more 
my wife, myself, and my family attended the new church 
regularly, but I only attended from force of habit, for I had 
lost faith in religion. But I was still to all appearance a 
Methodist, for I kept my mouth shut on the subject. Now, 
it happened one day that the pastor and his wife were spend- 
ing the day at my house, and he took me to task for being 
so lukewarm in church work. Well, I hardly know how it 
happened, but I opened up my whole heart to him. Then 
we went at it and had a regular discussion on the truths of 
revealed religion, and I was astonished to find that he had 
not a solitary argument to bring to refute anything I ad- 
vanced. At the end of two or three hours’ talk he slammed 
the Bible shut and stared at me and said, ‘‘ Why, Brother 


Swail, don’t you know that you are an Infidel?” I replied 
that I had a suspicion that I was. “Oh, there's no doubt 
about it,” he replied; ‘‘ you certainly are one. And now 


will you please tell me what Infidel books you hav been 
reading, for by the way you talk I am pretty sure you hav 
been reading Paine’s ‘ Age of Reason? " I told him that I 
had never read it; that I had not the least idea what was in 
it; aleo that I had never read any book or article in favor of 
Infidelity in my life, or even heard any Infidel talk on the 
subject. ‘‘ Then how did you become an Infidel?” he asked. 
I told him I suspected it was by listening to Methodist 
preachers’ sermons, for I had always noticed that in every 
chain of evidence that they produced in favor of the truth of 
Christianity, or the falsehood of Infidelity, there was a link 
lacking, and whenever I tried to supply that link I would 
discover that the whole chain was only a rope of sand. Of 
course the preacher was shocked, but before we parted he 
begged me to conceal my views from my children and 
neighbors, for it would hurt my reputation and do a great 
moral damage, etc. Then it was my turn to be shocked. 
** What ?" said I, ** do you really advise me to play the hypo- 
crit and to act a lie?”  ** Oh, no,” said he, ‘not quite that, 
but wait awhile till you get better posted. I am going to 
lend you some books on this subject and you will come out 
all right yet.” ‘‘ Very well,” said I, *I will gladly read 
everything on this subject, but I mean to read both sides. 
I am going to get Paine’s ‘Age of Reason’ as soon as I can 
and read it." Well, do you believe it, the preacher never 
again mentioned those books he spoke of. But I hunted 
around and got acquainted with some Freethinkers. One of 
them lent me the ‘‘ Age of Reason” and some copies of the 
Investigator. I did not know till then that there was a Free- 
thought newspaper in the world. I read the ‘‘ Age of 
Reason,” and was astonished at the discovery that I wasa 
bigger Infidel than Thomas Paine. I immediately subscribed 
for the /nvestigator, and afterward for Taz Teguran SEEKER. 
I then notified the preacher to erase my name from the 
church-membership list, for I was no longer a Methodist. 
When I entered the church I expected to find nothing but 
harmony, love, and brotherly kindness. Instead of that, I 
found the very opposit. And the quarrels in the church 
were the cause of many domestic squalls in my own family. 
But they were the means that helped to open my eyes and 
awaken me from the horrible nightmare of superstition that 
I was in, therefore I am very glad it happened. So you see 
I became a Freethinker ina different way from that in which 
the generality of Freethinkers do. I hav a family of eleven 
children. My wife and my three eldest grown daughters 
are members of the Methodist church. My four nearly 
grown sons I notice like to look at the pictures in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and also to read and laugh at the jokes on the last 
page. They occasionally, I think, read some of the inside 
matter. My youngest little girls I observe spelling out the 
little stories in the ‘‘ Children’s Corner." For that reason 
I like the pictures and jokes for the sake of the boys, and the 
stories in the ** Children's Corner” for the sake of the little 
girls. In order to accommodate my wife and big girls I fear 
that you would hav to fill up the rest of the paper with Joe 
Cook’s and Talmage’s sermons. But perhaps that would be 
asking too much, so I will take Tot TRUTH SEEKER just the 
same if you do not print a single word in it about either 
Cook or Talmage. Being brought up a Methodist, I am 
naturally long-winded when I come to tell my experience, 
so if I hav wearied you, 1 hope you will forgiv me on that 
account. ROBERT SwAIL. 
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Children’s Corner. 


| area of the cacao belt is comparativly re- s 
| stricted. Besides this, this tree requires a| what he's stole and come along with him. 
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said as hurt him, and he says to show him 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications Jovi sea, sloping from the mountain tops to the} this bit of caliker: 


this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known ag the Children’s Hous.” 


To Mary Ba(i)rd Finch.. 


The poet goldfinch with pinions 
Like the glory of the sun’s rays ; 

The bullfinch with his crimson breast. 
Like ardent lovers’ hearts ablaze— 


How wonderfully sweet they sing, 
How inspiring their song, how gay ! 

Yet I know of a Ba(i)rd, a Finch, 
Who sings more divinely than they. 


The gentle zephyrs catch the notes 
And send them floating on the breeze à 
I list and hear their cadence raray 
Their symphony among, the trees: 


In the spring and bright summer time: 
Merry are the chimes of the birds— 
The dear little poets, the bards, 
But they're songs without any words. 


No words to soothe the weary souls, 
To cheer the lonely and the sad; 
To banish grief and sorrow, 
To elevate and make them glad. 


Then sing, still sing thy songs divine, 
Aud thy dear name immortalize ; 
Sing, ever sing thy songs, and with 
Them help the earth to Edenize. 
Los Angeles, Cal. NADIE ATHENA Maaoon. 
———— —49—9——————— 


Looking at Both Sides. 


The good wife bustled about the house, 
Her face still bright with a pleasant smile, 
As broken snatches of happy song 
Strengthened her heart and her hands the while, 
The good man sat in the chimney nook, 
His little elay pipe within his lips, 
And all he'd made and all he had lost, 
Ready and clear on his finger tips. 


“ Good wife, I’ve just been thinking a bit; 
Nothing has done very well this year, 
Money is bound to be hard to get, 
Everything's sure to be very dear. 
How the cattle are going to feed, 
How we're to keep the boys at school, 
Is a kind of debit and credit sum 
I can’t make balance by any rule." 


She turned her around from the baking board, 
. And she faced him there with a cheerful laugh; 

“ Why, husband, dear, one would really think ` 
That the good, rich wheat was only chaff. 

And what if wheat is only chaff, 
So long as we both are well and strong ? 

I’m not a woman to worry a bit— 

But—somehow or other, we get along. 


* Into all lives some rain must fall, 
Over all lands the storm must beat, 
But when the storm and pain are o’er 
The sunshine is sure to be twice as sweet. 
Through every strait we hav found a road, 
In every grief we hav found a song; 
We hav had £o bear and had to wait, 
But, somehow or other, we get along. 


“ For thirty years we hav loved each other, 
Stood by each other whatever befell ; 

Six boys hav called us ‘father’ and ‘ mother,” 
And all of them living and doing well. 

We owe no man a penny, my dear; 
Are both of ug loving and well and strong. 

Good man, I wish you would smoke again: 
And think how well we hav got along.” 


He filled his pipe with a pleasant laugh, 

He kissed his wife with a tender pride; 
He said, '* ll do as you tell me, love ; 

TIl just count up on the other side,” 
Bhe left him then with his better thought, 

And lifted her work with a low, sweet song, 
A song that's followed me many a year— 
“ Somehow or other, we get along.” 

—Mackay Standard. 
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The Cacao tree, 


I suppose that many of the children of the 
Children's Corner are acquainted with choco- 
late, but perhaps are not with the tree from 
which chocolate is obtained. It might per- 
haps be interesting to them to know some- 
thing about the cacao-tree. 

The cacao-tree is from twenty to thirty feet 
high, and resembles a large hazel-bush, but 
is rather thicker in the trunk. The leaf is 
something like that of a sweet chestnut, only 
larger. It is planted out in plantations, at 
fifteen feet equidistant. It is generally set 
out in the same way 88 8 coffee orchard, ex- 
cept that the young stocks may be trans- 
planted from the nursery after two months’ 
growth. An acre of land will accommodate 
about two hundred trees. The tree begins to 
bear sometimes at three years, but is never in 
full bearing before it is ten years old, and 
yields annually two crops, and with proper 
care Jt can attain the age of about sixty years. 
A cacao plantation is shaded by very large 
trees, the Bois immortelle, or as it is called in 
Spanish, EZ madre del cacao. 

For the proper development of the cacao- 
tree, 80 88 to produce remunerativ crops, it 


requires at least a temperature of eighty | tin’ off with something he'd been a thievin’. | ern market. 
degrees Fahrenheit. Hence it is that the And he ketches a holt of Jim in a way as Jim | fatten a hog, Mr. Wickliffe?” 


[larger branches. 
{from a deep crimson to scarlet and orange, 
| and a heap when gathered has a very pretty 
| appearance. 
‘| seventy beans each. They are opened by the 
‘sharp (machetis) large knives of the (peons) 
] laborers. 


fout in the sun and dried. 


i bags containing 170 to 180 pounds, which 
sells from $15 to $25 per bag, according to 


.| him so much as a board to mark it.” 


Tin all respects adapted to cacao plantations. 


|| season when the Bois immortelle is blooming. 
i They hav beautiful violet.colored fiowers, 


| and their variegated flowers, presents an 


i appearance to the eye which is indeed lovely. 


The fruit of the cacao-tree isa great big 


1 pod eight or nine inches long, and it grows 
[not on the sprays like other fruits, but hangs 


from the side of the trunks or one of the 
The pods vary in color 


The pods contain from sixty to 


The bean in size, color, and form is very 
Similar to the almond. After the beans are 
taken from the pods they are placed in large 
heaps in fermentation boxes, where they re- 
main for a few days, and are afterward taken 
It is afterward 
Shipped to Europe or the United Btates in 


the quality. 

It is from the cacao bean that chocolate is 
made. I infer that many of the children of 
the Children's Corner hav seen the process 
how the bean is converted into chocolate, and 
therefore it would be out of place here. 

Sornas. 


[We are grateful to our friend for his in- 
structiv and interesting account of the cacao- 
tree. We hope the Corner may often hav 
the privilege of welcoming his graceful and 
scholarly esssys.—Ep. C. C.] 

— —9-$—9————————— 
The Squarest Un Among ?Em. 


The charitable ladies from the hospital 
stood beside a little newly-made grave in the 
Potter's Field, over which the preacher had 
said the last prayer for the departed child's 
soul One kind-faced lady, turning to walk 
down the narrow path, saw a ragged news- 
boy standing beside one of themounds. She 
had seen dozens of newsboys of the same 
type every day—had passed them by un- 
noticed on her way to the cemetery that 
afternoon—yet it was strange to find this 
boy in such 8 place, and there was something 
in the face bent toward the poor mound that 
tempted her to speak. 

“Why, what brings you here, my little 
man?” 

The boy looked up in astonishment. Drop- 
ping his eyes, as if to hide traces of tears, he 
answered : 

* [—I thought I'd jest come out and see 
where it was they put Jim.” 

* And who was Jim? Tell me about him.” 

* Jim? There weren't nothin’ much about 
Jim, 'ceptin! he was my pal, and he died. 
They wouldn’t let me see him when he was 
sick and I thought I'd like to find out which 
one of these was his’n. They hain’t given 


** Did you like him ?” 

“Like him? Didn't I though? You just 
bet I did! He was the squarest un among 
'em,. Never took a cent he didn't earn at 
shines or sellin’, and was allers fair at penny 
ante. He made the others play fair, too. 
Why, I seen him scoop in twelve cents all to 
onct—fair play, too. "Then the littlest fellow 
in the crowd he cried ’cause he lost his two 
cents and couldn't hav no supper, and Jim 
up and gave him ten cents and buyed & 
doughnut with the other two cents for him- 
self, and giv me half, 'cause he allers looked 
out fer me, I bein’ smaller'n him. We liked 
each other, I can tell ye, Jim and me. He 
left me his newspaper bag and this here piece 
of caliker, what he wanted me allers to keep. 
"Tain't nothin’ worth nothin’, but he thought 
a sight of it. Ye see 'twas like this: One 
day last winter he'd been trying all the 
mornin’ and hadn't sold a paper, and he was 
so cold he was a-runnin' and hollerin’ ter 
keep him a little warm, he happens to think 
of this in his pocket. He stops short and 
takes it out and looks at it and puts it back 
in his pocket and buttons his coat tight on it 
and runs on. A cop what sees him do it 
comes runnin’ after him, thinkin’ he was get- 


Shore, bedewed by the exhalations from the 
sea and irrigated by the numerous rivulets 
J that course down the valleys, are found to be 


It is a very beautiful and picturesque 
i} sight to look at the valleys and hills in the 


1 which combined with the surrounding trees 


*t*Tts a piece of my mother’s dress, sir. 
It’s all ve got as was hers. I keepsit in my 
pocket, and I look at it when things goes 
hard, and it helps me to sell.’ 

* And it did help him that time, for the 
folks as was standin’ round, hearin’ it, 
crowded up to buy his papers fast as he 
could hand’em out. He sold most a hundred 
papers that day, and that night him and me 
went to a restring and had such a supper of 
hot stew and things as ye nevereat. I keeps 
the kaliker ’cause he left it fer me with the 
woman at the hospital. 

* I wanted to do somethin’ for him, but 
I’m broke just now and can’t. Business ain’t 
brisk since he ain’t in partnership with me 
no longer. I hain’t got nothin’ ter leave here 
with him ’ceptin’ this. I took it out of a 
store were there was & new party jist movin’ 
in. He had a likin’ for them advertisin’ 
cards.” 

The lady glanced down at the little mound 
of earth, where the boy had placed a paste- 
board card from a shop window. The writ- 
ing was blurred and illegible, except the two 
words in large letters : 


** Removed to——.” 
— ere 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

Paterfamilias : ** Wonder what's the matter 
with my watch; I think it must need clean- 
ing. Tommy: ‘‘Quess it must be clean 
enough, p8; cos I saw baby washin' it in the 
bathtub this morning." 

A little girl was in a beautiful garden with 
a number of ladies one day, when the follow- 
ing conversation took place: Lady No. 1: 
** This is a perfect garden of Eden!” Lady 
No.2: “ Yes, and what a number of Eves are 
here!" Nellie (seven years old): ‘“ Yes, and 
not an Adam to Add-um up.” 

"Mamma, what's hereditary?” asked 
Bobby, laboriously tripping over the syllables 
of the long word. ‘‘ Why, it is—anything 
you get from your father or me," replied the 
mother, a little puzzled for & definition suited 
to his years. Silence for two minutes. 


three bushels," replied the man from Ken- 

tucky. ‘Then you just put thirty-three 
bushels of corn into the shape of a hog and 
walk him off to market,” said Stewart. At 
this point in the debate Wickliffe sprang to 
his feet and exclaimed very hurriedly, '* Mr. 
Speaker! Mr. Speaker! I acknowledge the ` 
corn." The incident caused quite a laugh 


“Then, ma,” he asked, '* is spankin’ hered- 
itary ?” 

“Be a good boy, Johnny,” said the min- 
ister, “and study hard. You may be the 
president of the United States some day.” 
** Well, I guess not.” '* Why, Johnny, I am 
surprised at you. Don’t you want to be pres- 
ident?” “No, sir; it’s bad enough to write 
compositions to suit the school-marm. When 
it comes to working over tariff essays that 
will suit a whole country full of kickers— 
excuse me.” 

Teacher (to new ten-year-old scholar): 
* Who made you?” Ten-year-old: ‘ Don't 
know." Teacher: ‘‘ Don’t know! You ten 
years old, and can’t answer that question! 
Why, there’s little Willie, he is only three, 
and I know he can answer it. Who made 
you, Willie?” Willie (model scholar): 
** God." Ten-year-old boy: ‘Oh, well! he 
ought’er know—he’s only been made three 
years, and I’ve been made ten.” 

Last Sunday little Alice, five years old, who 
is a regular attendant at Sunday-school, was 
with her class reciting their lesson when the 
Subject was turned to the passage of scripture 
where it speaks of Lot’s wife turning to salt. 
Little Alice paid close attention until they 


had stopped talking, when she spoke up and 
said: ‘“ What did they do with her after she 
turned to salt?” Then before giving her 
teacher time to answer, replied, ** Oh, I know. 
I suppose they used her to salt meat and po- 
tatoes with.” 


+o 
Acknowledge the Corn. 

The phrase ‘acknowledge the corn” is 
variously accounted for, but the following is a 
true history of its origin: In 1828 Alexander 
Stewart,member of Congress, said ina speech 
that Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana sent their 
haystacks, cornfields, and fodder to‘\NewY ork 
and Philadelphia for sale. Wickliffe, another 
member, called him to order, declaring that 
those states did not send their haystacks and 
cornfields to the Eastern cities for sale. 
** Well, what do you send ?” asked Stewart. 
* Why, horses, mules, cattle, and hogs.” 
* Well, what makes your horses, mules, 
cattle, and hogs?” queried Stewart. 

“ You feed $100 worth of hay to a horse. 
In doing that you just animate your haystack 
and get on top of it and ride off to market. 
How is it with your cattle? You make one 
of them carry $50 worth of hay to the East- 
How much corn does it take to 
“ Thirty. 


among the membersand was never forgotten. 
————— — 931 9——————— 

Lirrtz Fren came down to breakfast with 
the grippe in full force. *' Bofe of my eyes 
is leaking,” he said, “and one of my noses 
don't go.” 
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PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


Mars WANTED 225 “sles, SAMPLE FRE E ra 
t, 842 i$rondw: 


opportunity, Geo. A. Scot! ay, N. Y. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR g 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


IRY-5QUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. 


8v0, 


Price; $1.00. 


iTrura SEEKER printed in 
G = old letters on the outside. 
f. oe his binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. _ 
Sent by mail, postpaid, for 81. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
tf 98 Lafavette Pl.» Now York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
R 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Oontradictions of the so-called : 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effeotiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unsurpassed.”  8vo, 838pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohríatians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12M0, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


K 


` New Edition, Revised nad Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplied at special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are j 
ag tis odios." Prine, 400.1 with entomrenh Oo at 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por. 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE Jacop HOLYOAKE, Tuomas DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, Karu BLIND, 
Lyp R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded, on 
Reason, and Is Xt Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot tanking? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

?rening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Hoiyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, ib cents. 


A Reply to Father tamberi’s 
*""Facties of Infidels.” 20- cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
Price, 15 


and Influence. 32 pages. 


cents. 


The Horrors of the French Revo- 
24 pages. 


lution: Their Causes. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv aud Con 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. 
10 cents. 


Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 


Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which fsthe More Reasonable? 


24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Evolution and Special Creation. 


10 cents. 


Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 


pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. : 
The superstition of the Christia 


Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 


tice. 26 pages. Price.10 cents. 


d| rhe Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 


cover. Price, 10 cents. 


Nature and ihe Supernatural; or, 
24 pages. 


Belicf and Knowledge. 
Price, 10 cents. 


The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Hts 
(Dedicated to Colo- 
82 pages in cover. 


Nine Demands. 
nel Robert Ingeraoil.) 
Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Presumption : An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 


dealt with: 1. Wby Do the 
Debate? : , 
Toward Christianity. 
en of Science. 4. Th 
Facts and Op 


6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 


NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 


LISHED. 


Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 


24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 
Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 


the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, s SC rg ; 10 cents. 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ' Hebrew 


Mythology,” “Thoe Oareer of Jesus Ohrist." 


The fool hath said in his heart; Thereis no God. 
—[P8. xiv, 1. 


Obildren and fools speak the truth.—[Old Baw, 
Paper, 13mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH RREKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


phoyme conolusivly that there was no Ohrist 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.C. Cloth, 446 pages, with ndex. 
Prìco, $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office., 


Price, 


lergy Avoid 
2. The Position of Agnosticism 
i 8. Freethought and 
nce e Difference between 
iniona. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS 


AN ADDRESS 7 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 


PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
New:Model Hall Typewriter 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 
Okfé&p, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 
rapid as any. Agente wanted everywhere. 

ARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 


10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P. 0. box 5159, 
‘adie Send for catalog and specimens of work. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 

It is a thought-breeding book, and al] who 
free to receive new light will find it ion 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel. 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and foasi. 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.~[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. — 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH S8RKEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUER BACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo; ?5pp.; 
50 cts. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Exztract. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 
` A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOE, : . ` $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnrHuR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HABDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chan- 
ter III, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IY, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter Y, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution: Chapter VII, Miracles Fn- 
oredible; Chapter VIII. Bible Poetry and Evola- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI. Soul 
and Future and Evolntion; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Oonolnsion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


in it satisfaction . 
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Poetry. 


Poetry for the Polemies. 
` THE DE.81’s OREED. 


` [ believe that God, who planted the hope 
Of eternal life in the human breast 

Has ample power to giv it scope, 

Without any prompting by priest or pope, 
And I trust his wisdom, for all the rest. 


I believe this life is a primary school, 
Where man is prepared for a higher 
sphere, 
That all will arrive at the selfsame goal, 
When the Jew and the gentile, the sage and 
the fool, 
Will resume life's task when they leave it 
here. g 


I believe that conditions are all that divide 
The good and the evil, the high and the 


ow 
That the humble serf and the king in his 
pride 
Will stand on a level, side by side, 
And the least will hav plenty of time to 
grow. 


The bud is the pledge of the future rose, 
The spring is the source of the mighty 
stream, 
And I hav no doubt but time will disclose 
That our imperfections cause our woes, 
And that life is more than an idle dream. 


—Livy Penney in Mt. Desert Herald. 
_ to 
Poetry for the Lovers. 
IN THE HAMMOOK. 
Beth and I in the hammock swung ; 


June was sobbing its life away— 

Dew, like tears, from each grass.point hung, 
And up in bent boughs, to greet the day, 

` A wee bird sang this strain to me: 

** Love lingereth through eternity.” 


** All these round little worlds of dew 
Disappear when the sun mounts high ; 
So will this world that cradled you 
Sink in the stream of time and die. 
What shall it matter to you or me? 
Love is the child of eternity!” 


Widely opening her languid eyes, 
Beth looked laughingly at my own; 
Was it a glance of sweet surprise 
At finding how luminous life had grown? 
** Why not love me now ?” said she, 
** It’s 80 long to wait for eternity !” 
— Wm. Haskell Simpson in Chicago News. 


FIVE O'OLOOK IN THE MORNING. 


The dew lay glittering on the grass, 
A mist lay on the brook; 

At the earliest beam of the glowing sun, 
The swallow her nest forsook ; 

The snowy bloom of the hawthorn tree 
Lay thickly the ground adorning ; 

The birds were singing.on every bush, 
At five o’clock in the morning. 


And Bessie, the milkmaid, merrily sang, 
For the meadows were fresh and fair; 

The breeze of the morning kissed her brow, 
And played with her nut-brown hair; 

But oft she turned and looked around, 
As if the silence scorning ; 

Twas time for the mower to whet his scythe, 
At five o’clock in the morning. 


And over the meadows mowers came, 
And merry their voices rang ; 

And one among them wended his way 
To where the milkmaid sang; 

And as he lingered by her side, 
Despite his comrade’s warning, 

The old, old story was told again, 
At five o’clock in the morning. 


A SUMMER ROMANOE. 


We stood in the moonlight’s tender glow, 
And I thought her the daintiest girl 
That ever lived; and I loved her $0, 
She had set my brain whirl ! 
For she was charmingly gay that night, 
And we stood on the shore in the soft moon- 
light, 
And never a soul was nigh. 
So I whispered low, ‘‘I love you, dear, 
And you thrill me through and through! 
As I look in your eyes, in the moonlight here, 
It is all that I can do 
To keep from straining you close to me now, 
And kissing your eyes and your lips, I vow— 
Its hard to be good!” said I. 


Then she looked up at me with a roguish 
glance, 
And & light was in her eyes, 
That made my blood leap and the whole 
world dance 
In & rapture of sweet surprise. 
“ T suppose it 2s hard,” she roguishly said ; 
Then, softly, and turning away her head, 
She added, ** What makes you try ?” 
—Hachange. 
—— —À an 9—————— 


Poetry for the Philosophers. 
A WISE OONOLUBION. 

Tim Doolan and his wife wan night ' 
Were drinkin’ av the crature, 

Whin something started up a fight, 

An’ they wint at it right an’ tight, 
According to their nature. 

O’Grady and mesilf stood near 
Expecting bloody murther. 

Says he to me: * Let's interfere.” 
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But I, pretending not to hear, 
Moved off a little further. . 
t“ Lave off, ye brute," says he to Tim; 
“ No man wud sthrike a lady.” 
But both the Doolans turned on him, ` 
And in a whist the two ayethim 
Were wallopin’ O'Grady. 
That night, whin I was home in bed, 
Remembering that token, | 
I took the notion in my head 
That the wisest word I iver said 
Was the one that wasn’t spoken. 
—JIndia Exchange. 
——— ————— 


Poetry for the Poets. 


GOOD MORNING. i 
* Good morning, world!" On the window 
seat 
She b*lanced her two little timid feet ; 
She clung with her dimpled hands and stood 
Framed in like a picture of babyhood. 
The clambering vines hung low and green 
'Round the sunniest curls that e'er were seen 
As she stood with beauty and light im- 
pearled, 
And bade ‘‘ Good morning ” to all the world. 
“ Good morning, world !” and the great world 
heard; ; 
Each rustling tree and each singing bird. 
The dancing flowers and the fields of grass 
Nodded and waved at the little lass ; 
And the far-off hills and the sky overhead 
Listened and beamed as the word was said ; 
And the old sun lifted his head and smiled— 
* Good morning, world!” ** Good morning, 
child !” 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 

hristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Riou. P. WestBRoox; D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TAHE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated, naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
a 250enis. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Reign of the Stoics. 


History, Religion. Philosophy, and 
Maxims of Self-Control, Self- 
Culture, Benevolence, 


and Justice. 
With Citations of Authors Quoted from on 
Hach Page. 


BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


Read the philosophers, and learn how to make 
life happy, seeking useful precepts and brave and 
noble words which may become deeds.—Seneca. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

This book shows that many Christians might 
learn much from these ancient heathen.—Amert- 
can Bookseller. 

One of the most valuable helps for those who 
would understand the character of human prog- 
regs in all ages.—Nattonal Quarterly Review. 

The author bas shown himself a diligent stu- 
dent, an ardent admirer, and a faithful inter- 
preter, of some of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of ancient thinking.—Neto York Tribune. 

Reading this book, we find the doctrins of the 
Stoics to be almost identical with the views held 
by the broadest and most enlightened minds of 
the present day.—Cínctnnati Commerctal. 

Lecky says of Marcus Aurelius: * The purest 
&nd gentlest pirit of all the pagan world.” Meri- 
vale Bays: “Of all the line the noblest and dear- 
est.” Taine says: “The noblest soul that ever 
lived." John Stuart Mill says: “He preserved 
through life not only the most unblemisked jus- 
tice, but the tenderest heart.” 


Extra Oloth, 12mo, 248 pp., $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Plana. New York. 


WEBSTER’S 
UNABRIDCED 


ANCIENT EDITION. 


A so-called ''Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary” is being offered to the public 
atavery lowprice. The body of the book, 
from A to Z, is a cheap reprint, page for 
page, of the edition of 1847, which was in 
its day, a valuable book, but in the pro- 
gress of language for over FORTY YEARS, 
has been completely superseded. It is 
now reproduced, broken type, errors and 
all, by photo-lithograph process, is printed 
on.cheap paper and flimsily bound. A 
brief comparison, page by page, between 
the reprint and the latest and enlarged 
edition, will show the great superiority 
of the latter. These reprints are as out 
of date as a last year’s almanac. No hon- 
orable dealer will allow the buyer of such 
to suppose that he is getting the Webster 
which to-day is accepted as the Standard 
and THE BEST,—every copy of which 
hears our imprint as given below. 

3&7 Ti persons who have been induced to 
purchase the ' Ancient Edition" by any 
misrepresentations will advise us of the 
facts, we will undertake to seo that the 
Seller is punished as he deserves. 
G. & C. MERRIAM & CO. 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
'graphieal sketehes of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” ete. By D. M. BzwNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. IL. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into iis merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
everwritten. By F. W. Newuan, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages,8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat" er, $5.0C. 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer +» eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, Bvo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Complete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWGOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fuence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 


logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunczss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Manrrzs, Fully reported. 
Paper, 36 cents; cloth, 60 cents, , 


D. M. BENNETT’S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE, 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes, With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers, 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt odges, 
$4.50, 


The Champions of the Chureh; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00: leather, $4.00; 
morocoo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In eloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for tho two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. 
letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of lettors written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
seription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth tho price 
of the book. With a steel-plato portrait 
of the author. S50 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitio 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism ‘examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Beunett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennetr and Rev. G. Ri 
HuweunEy. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
-Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Bennett and Cyrus Romurus R. 
Teso. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Marr, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennert affirms; Mam denies, This ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents, 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah, Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects. 
Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 

Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 

ing many church incidents and his evolu- . 

tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Crr*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle fo the Truth Seekers, 


- 10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


10 cents. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 


` An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 
| Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 
} 18 semis. ; 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nors.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made, 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett... 3 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood....... 0 


36 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .......... esses 
87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam....... i 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Biblo Worshipers...... Sexy ene 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... ' 
58 Prophecies, — Underwood.............. e. 
62 The Jews and their God neds 
63 The Devils Duo Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Mndure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
11 Paine's Anniversary. ©. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers. ........ Cuse 
74 Danielin the Lion's Den. Bennett.......... 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
16 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett............ 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. ....... ae 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett... ...... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ......-. 
89 Logie of Prayer. C. Stephenson. ......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.......... 


94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers.............. 
97 Special Providences. . 
98 Snakes, Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
202 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ....... 
105 Decadence of Christian*ty. Capphro..... 
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H. B. Brown.......... ins b 
Bennett... 


107 The Safe Side. 
110 Invocation to the Universe. 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Suvage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.............. s... S. 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 1 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett..... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett.... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston.... 


123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and 
server", Lees rerit PAT wee 10 
524 Sinful Saints, Bennett. ........ "s a 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann.........+ . 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............ eese senteveacetereneeennee 1 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love, C. L. James....... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology ...........- eene 
141 Intidelity. II. W. Beecher....... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon.. 
.243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
749 Ago of Shums............ esee. m: 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? Whas 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman.......... m yvsasasa rica) m 1 
151 What isthe Biblo? M. W. H..... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. eas 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer............ 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelloy.......... 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance.  Coleman........... 
161 Protestant Persecutions..............«.. e» 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Stree 
Jail. Bennett........ " a 


o» o Ct 


* SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


I Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els- 
burg, M.D...ecseeeeeeet eee È 
2' Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood............... eere 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. MeCarroll...... 
T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley'a Three 
Lectures. .., .... eee eese enero LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D............useseee D 
18 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 


Modern Bymposium................. s» 10. 
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THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $8 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. s A 


0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM, 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


such 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 


HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 
The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKERS “Children’s Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Gnard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 
If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 


SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so fir as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances.. It demands the taxation of church property, 


It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

^" : . H 
Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


“LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE; 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. . 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
Fe paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, butin the principles of self-government.— 


«J. MoO 
$ THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


oOabe. 
LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. : 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
aS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


‘For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage; to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is,in the main, & history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is re such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he a 
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and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention, 


of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tug TRUTH NEESER COMPANY. 


THE SAFEST GREED, 


S AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAMH. 

Extra oloth, 12mo, 288pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


iddress, we will mail trial BOTTLE F R 
DE. TAFT BROS.. ROCHESTER. N.Y. 


ASTHMA din 


1 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'THoMP£ON. . 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and infiuence. By Rev. JoHn W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAB AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
* ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GanBET P. SERviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: Thestory of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evelution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7, THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. OoPE. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. ECOLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BIDNEY 
Sampson. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. LEWIS 
ES 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nzrsox O. 
PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OSADWIOEK. 


14, PHILO3OPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BrARE 


Hoyt NICHOLS. 
15. THE EF*EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 


BAYVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2 50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jowels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6, In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 8 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. Brest open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26 ; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. : 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; & magnificent hair ornament 
&nd pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape 
sapphire and ruby in center. same price an 
value. Pins, ring& drops studs, from $300 down 
fo $10; same proportionate discounts. Al bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


Liberal Gleelings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie. 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


Whe manhattan Liberai Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Brookijn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Da at 8 Pilly every 

Banday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
Fares. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st. Newark. N. J.. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts.. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Jeeker publicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates, 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 i 45 PM. at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
8 . 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison Btreet. 


Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-menthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
nn. J.F,MAcomBER,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, ec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Buren, Cor. Seo. 


The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDEZ, Rec. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds, meetings every gunday evening 5 216 
rand ave. raternity Hall). ecture followed 
by debates. ‘The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 


Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All Lberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DBAPER, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society : 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 


Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o’clook. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des eines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block. S.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 PM. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. L. TaENTBART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Isa regulnrly educated 
and legally qualified Phy» 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty a» 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his *"Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
meu, suttering from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
as theresultof youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses, It sets forth an 
External Application.—A. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
ihe hands of seare afllict- 
ed. 


AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
sners have been frequent. 


= ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes. 
sion, and it is safo to trust him.’"— The National View. 
ne e 
Address, 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skili would bave been called miraculous. Four 
and last. we know him to be an honest man anda 


stanch Liberal.—TAe Better Way. 
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Hews of ihe Beek. 


Ar the burning of the Texas Spring Palace, 
at Fort Worth, on the 30th ult., twenty per- 
sons were injured, but only one, Walter 
Hayne, was killed, and this was while risking 


(ems of Chongit. l 


CANNIBALISM: It was superstition that 
caused human victims to be immolated; it 
was necessity that caused them to be eaten. 
Which is the greater crime—to assemble 
piously together to plunge a knife into the 


|GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLDY SAGES, THINKERS, 
OF Y 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. | AND REFORMERS. 


a eye E 5 s 
: Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Vol. I, Givs a Full Account of all tho Gods, in-, Teachors, Bkeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary. and the Bible. 
8vo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully aH 
the Relieious Systems of the World. 
8vo,9b7pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the 


tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


ent.  8vo. 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 


himself to save others. Russell Harrison 
also showed bravery, which has made him 
popular. 


SrANLEY will lecture 
through America this 
fall. 


A $40,000 statue of 
Hendricks will be un- 
veiled at Indianapolis on 
the Fourth of July. 


Ar San Francisco on 
the. 80th ult. a railroad 
accident from an open 
drawbridge killed thir- 
teen. 


IN Paris Nihilists were 
arrested recently while 
sending .explosivs to St. 
Petersburg to use against 
the czar. 


In the Schuylkill val- 
ley the grass worm that 
did so much damage 
twenty years ago has re- 
appeared and is creating 
havoc. 


Seven children were 
recently bitten by a mad 
dog at St. Joseph, Ill., 


3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 


rooco, 


gilt edges, 


$8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


t 
i leather, $4; MOT., g. 6., $4.50. 
| THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place, N.Y. 
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heart of a girl adorned with fillets, or to eat a 
worthless man who has been killed in our 
own defense ?— Voltaire. 


Is it more barbarous to 
eat & man when dead, 
than to hav him roasted 
by 8 slow fire, or torn to 
pieces by dogs and swine, 
as is yet fresh in our 
memories—and that not 
between ancient enemies, 
but among neighbors 
and fellow-citizens—and, 
which is worse, on pre- 
tense of piety and relig- 
ion ?— Montaigne. 


Reuiaious despotism, 
monarchical despotism, 
hav more than once ob. 
tained the sanction, al- 
most the love, of the pop- 
ulation which they gov- 
erned. Perhaps this may 
be partly accounted for 
by the fact that, in relig- 
ious and monarchical 
despotism, authority is 
always exercised by vir- 
tue of some belief or 
opinion common to both 
ruler and subjects; he is 


and hav come to New the representativ, the 
York for treatment on minister, of another 
Pasteur's method. power superior to all 


ExenmEH papers take 
the occasion of Emperor 
William’s receiving an 
injury of the foot, to re- 
mind him that he is only 
mortal and that he must 
talk less about divine 
right. 


human powers. He 
speaks or scts in the 


name of divinity or of a 


Don rt fili, 
SA [/ / TA 
cri TI, 


common feeling, and not 
in the name of man him- 
self, of man alone.— 


Gu?zots History of Civil- 
ization. 


New YoRk state has 


Dt 
z225 


Ir was at this time 


that those strange theo- 


enacted that no person 
interested in the sale or 
manufacture of liquor 
may hold public office. 
This disables the mayors 
and aldermen of many 
cities. 


STANLEY reproaches England with slack- 
ness in contesting African territory with Ger- 
many. 


WiruaM Tompson recently became crazy 
from attending religious meetings at Eldo- 
rado, Kan., and attacked his family with a 
butcher knife. 


Aw Anarchist named Kaiser has been ar- 
rested on suspicion of attempting to blow up 
the Haymarket monument. He does not be- 
long to the Chicago circle, who would not 
anger the public while working for a pardon 
for their imprisoned comrades. 


Ar the unveiling of Lee’s monument at 
Richmond there was the greatest gathering 
in that city since the war. Twenty thousand 
men in gray marched. Colonel Shepard of 
New York was denounced for his utterances 
against the preponderance of Confederate 
over Union flags. 


Two negro convicts who had escaped from 
Trenton penitentiary after sandbagging the 
keeper and robbing him of $800 and a re- 
volver, were overtaken near Philadelphia. 
After they had fired and dangerously wounded 
a policeman, one was killed. The other was 
captured, and sat all the rest of the day by 
the body of his mate singing hymns and 
praying. i 

A. NATIONAL convention of Christian Scien- 


DAVID IS SORRY FOR SPOILING SAUL’S UNIFORM. 


And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Sauls skirt.—1 Sam. xxiv, 5. 
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ries which Filmer after- 
ward formed into a sys- 
tem, and which became 
the badge of the most 
violent class of Tories 
and high churchmen, 
first emerged into notice. 
It was gravely main- 
tained that the supreme being regarded 
hereditary monarchy, as opposed to other 
forms of government, with peculiar favor; 
that the rule of succession, in order of primo- 
geniture, was a divine institution, anterior to 
the Christian and even to the Mosvic dispen- 
sation; that no human power, not even that 
of the whole legislature, no length of adverse 
possession, though it extended to ten centu- 
ries, could deprive the legitimate prince of 
his rights; that his authority was necessarily 
always despotic; that the laws by which, in 
England and in other countries, the preroga- 
tiv was limited, were to be regarded merely 
a8 concessions which the sovereign had 
freely made and might at his pleasure resume ; 
and that any treaty into which a king might 
enter with his people was merely a declara- 
tion of his present intentions, and not a con- 
tract of which the performance could be 
demanded.—Macaulay’s History of England. 


Tax nations in which faith in theology 
remains the strongest at the present day are 
certainly not in the front rank of civilization, 
nor do they furnish striking examples of obe- 
dience to the moral code. The southern Ital- 
ians, the Spaniards, and the Irish are premi. 
nently theological, but are not so conspicuous 
for their good social qualities. High in the 
scale of piety, they are low in that of moral- 


| ity.—John Wilson, 

tists opened in New York on the 27th ult. n CONTENTS. P 
Two thousand, mostly women, were present. Jj I AM firmly persuaded that whatever is 
Among the reports of progress was this from 1 PAGE. | > . PAGE. injurious to the intellect is also injurions to 
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as to mortgage, ailments, etc., the commis- NK Zk rescue & few; but the improvement of the 


sioner has directed that these queries need 
not be answered. Declination to answer will 
be noted by the canvasser, and the decliner 
will receive from Washington a mailed re- 
quest for the information. After the state- 
ment has been mailed to Washington and 
there recorded without neme, the communi- 
cation wil! be destroyed, all being kept pri- 
vate. The physicians of New York and 
Brooklyn hay been asked for statistics of 
their patients, but as the request was not 
mandatory most hav declined replying, on the 
ground that it would violate confidence. 
However, no names would hav been pub- 
. lished, and only the totals given the press. 
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race must be gradually effected by physical 
improvement, by vivid impressions of the 
certainty of the punishment of crime, and by 
the growth of prosperity. A disciple asked 
the ancient Rationalist, Confucius, ''Bince 
the people are so numerous, what more is 
needed?" Confucius replied, ‘‘Make them 
well off." ‘After that, what else?" '*In. 
struct them.” Preaching and tracts will not 
restrain the starving. Comfort is a prerequi- 
sit to learning. The question of capital and 
labor is therefore a problem intimately con. 
nected with that of crime, and general thrift 
must precede general virtue.—Lobert O.. 
Adams, : 
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diiotes and Qlippings. 


Feom Prector Knott's Louisville lecture : 
* Women in the olden days were not allowed 
to drink wine, and to prove that they had 
not been drinking it they kissed everybody 
they met. This would be better than Pro- 
hibition.” 


Tae London Women’s Liberal Federation 
will present a memorial to Mr. Gladstone 
asking him to include the granting of the 
franchise to women in the program of issues 
to be settled at the next general election for 
members of Parliament. 


Gruat preparations are being made in May- 
‘ence to celebrate the 450th anniversary of the 
invention of the art of printing. On June 22d 
there will be an exhibition of specimens of 
printing from the days of Gutenberg down 
to the present time. On June 24th, the natal 
‘day of Gutenberg, the Gutenberg Platz and 
the monument erected to him will be brill- 
jantly illuminated. | 


A NUMBER of wealthy Jews recently offered 
$200,000 for the Vatican’s.copy of the Hebrew 
Bible, but the pope would not sell. A sim- 
ilar effort to buy this Bible was made in 1512, 
when Julius II. was greatly in need of money, 
but still he refused $100,000. The nearest 
‘approach to such a price for a book hitherto 
was $50,600, paid by the German government 
in 1884 for the missal formerly given by Leo 


X. to Henry VIII., together with the parch-. 


ment making that sovereign ‘‘ Defender of 
the Faith.” Charles II. gave the missal to 
the duke of Hamilton, and it stayed in his 
family two hundred years. 


Kaiser WinLiAM selected a dinner at Kör- 
igsberg for delivering his conception of king- 


‘ship in the following speech: ‘‘ It was here, 


in the palace church, that his majesty, the 
late Emperor William I., again proclaimed 
before the whole world his kingship by the 
grace of God. This ‘kingship by the grace 
of God’ expresses the fact that we Hohenzol- 
lerns accept our crown only from heaven, 
and are responsible to heaven for the per- 
formance of its duties. I, too, am animated 
by this view, and am resolved to act and to 
govern on this principle.” 


A DISPATOR from the city of Mexico, dated 
June 6th, suys that some of the Protestants 
resident in Geretaro, where the religious riots 
occurred last Sunday, hav ‘received long, 
threatening, anonymous letters saying that 
the Protestant ministers must leave the city, 
or t&ke chances of being murdered. The 
letters are well written. One letter was sent 
to the president by a Protestant inclosing 
another asking him for protection. A prompt 
reply was sent that they should be fully pro- 
tected. As D. M. Bennett would remark, 
See how these Christians love one another. 


Dr. A. SvPAN, the distinguished German 
geographer, makes the remarkable assertion 
in Petermann’s Mitteilungen that changes in 
the geographical latitude of places hav been 
observed for several years. It was thought 
that these apparent changes might be due to 
errors in observations or imperfections in 
instruments, but during the past year system- 
atic observations hav been made at a number 
of central European observatories which hav 


| demonstrated that the geographical latitude 


of a place is not constant, or, in other words, 
that the earth’s axis is subject to small varia- 


tions with regard to whose character and 
cause we are as yet completely in the dark. 

Says the Oregonian: ‘‘ Presbyterians may 
not be able to purge their creed of the doc- 
trin of infant damnation, election, predestina- 
tion, and other cheerful features for a while, 
but there is evidence of progress in their 
church decrees, for all that. Witness the 
action of the Oregon presbytery at Albany 
last week in deciding that the students in the 
ministry could not use tobacco. This may 
not amount to much, it is true, but it indicates 
8 belief (by one majority in the presbytery), 
inthe declaration that cleanliness is akin to 
godliness, and is encouraging as far as it 
goes.” 


Marovs Snyper, of Spirit Lake, Iowa, 
writes to the Ironclad Age: ‘I was at Des 
Moines and present in the supreme court 
when Billings’s case was argued. I heard 
nearly all the evidence read; that is, all that 
the attorneys considered important, and I 
must say that I never before knew of anyone 
being convicted on such slim evidence. Be- 
fore this I was of the opinion that Billings 
was guilty. Iam now confident that Kings- 
ley shot Billings and then ended his own life. 
Billings has a hard reputation; whether it is 
all on account of his religious views I am not 
able to state. The supreme court will cer- 
tainly giv him a new trial or acquit him. I 
think they will acquit.” 


ALEXANDER TAGLIAFERRO, of Alexandria, 
Egypt, writes to the directors of the Chicago 
World's Fair that he is in a position to fur- 
nish them an interesting exhibit. He has 
sent the officials a photograph of a sarcopha- 
gus which he asserts is that of Cleopatra. It 
was recently discovered in Ceesar’s Camp, 


near Alexandria, by archeologists. When 
the sarcophagus was opened the contents 
were in ashes, with the exception of the 
skeleton, which is still preserved. Mr. Tag- 
liaferro says he is prompted to negotiate with 
the Exposition authorities from notices which 
he has seen in the newspapers from the United 
States announcing that the khedive of Egypt 
has been asked by the directors of the Ex- 
position for the mummy of Ramises. His 
price is $60,000 at Alexandria. 

Ir has long been a silent but gnawing griet 
in the bosom of the New England clergyman. 
We refer, says the World, to donation parties, 
free parsonages, surprise parties, and kindred 
games which rural congregations hav been in 
the habit of playing on their innocent and 
unworldly pastors. To giv a man 8 donation 
party, eat up all the seeming eleemosynary 
food, and all the provisions in the house 
besides, has been a grim and expensiv joke 
for more than a century. To provide a free 
parsonage whose maintenance must cost 
more than the minister’s salary is a direct 
outcome of the donation party theory. Such 
a scheme has finally broken the back of the 
pastor’s patienee and he has revolted. It 
was in Somerville, near Boston, and the soci- 
ety insisted that the minister should liv in a 
$30,000 ‘‘ mansion” which has been be- 
queathed to it. He had a house of his own. 
His salary was only $3,000, and he insisted 
that he could not afford the fine ** mansion." 
Then the society kincly proposed to use part 
of the house for ‘‘ sewing circles and meet- 
ings,” aud that seemed to the pastor to make 
the proposition even less desirable. The 
donation party idea has reached a climax 
and there is a ‘rose of down” for the rural 
clergyman. 
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Communications. 


Is It True That the Catholic Chureh Is the 
Enemy of Progress? 


The above question is propounded and answered 
by a Catholic paper called Church Progress and 
Catholic World, which was sent to me by a friend 
in Ohio, requesting me to tell what I think about it 
in the columns of Tue Truts SEEKER. 

The author of the article opens up in this wise: 

If you mean by progress, divorce, polygamy, sects, Social- 
ism, etc., yes. Such things are not the outcome of Cath- 
olic teaching. 

While it may be true that Catholics do not openly 
teach these things, yet is it not true that they 
regard the Bible as a sacred book, written by divine 
inspiration? If so, do they not indorse the loose 
and lecherous conduct of David and Solomon 
and all the old patriarchs and polygamous wretehes 
with hundreds of light women srcund them, snd 
who are represented to bs under the direct command 
of God? And do» not Catholics teach that these men 
were appointed to giv laws to and govern the peo- 
ple? And is it not true that it was the Jaw and the 
custom for these divinely appointed blisters on 
humanity to put away their wives whenever the 
whim took them without let or hindrance? So that 
there is really a lie covered up in the first paragraph. 

The church has not been the enemy, but the be:t friend 
and guide of this world’s march to the highest ascents of 
progress. 

It takes one of long practice and possessed of the 
devil’s own grit to stand up unblushingly and lie be- 
fcre a multitude, when two-thirds of the psople 
know he is lying. 

If the above statement is true Catholics cught to 
be the most intelligent people in the world. But 
the very reverse is trae. Not only so, but Catholics 
hav the highest criminal rating according to their 
number of any class of people in the country. 

The mission of the chureh is to teach truths of the super- 
natural order, but as truths of the natural order are from 
Sod also, the truths in both orders will not contradict each 
other. 

If the law of gravitation is a truth of the natural 
order, does it not contradict the statement cf the 
supernatural order that men hav ascended bodily? 
1f the science of astronomy is founded in truth, does 
not its truth contradict the statement that the 
planets were stopped in their courses, and that the 

. crucifixion of Christ caused the suu to b» darkened, 
end that Egypt was shrouded in darkness on aceount 
of the conduct of a king who acted just as God com- 
pelled him to act? If natural truth is in harmony 
with the gupernatural, then the natural truth that 
when people die life can never return ought to 
harmonize with the supernatural statement that peo- 
ple jumped out of their graves and rambled about 
the country. What is supernetural truth to a Cath- 
olic is a natural lie to all people who take reason for 
their guide. 

The church always interested herself in the glory which 
resulted to religion from being the foster mother and patron- 
ess of learning and science. 

How does this statement tally with the fact that 

the greatest ignorance prevails in the most Catholic 
countries? In Italy seventy-three per cent, in Spain 
eighty per cent, in Mexico ninety-three per cent of 
the people are illiterate. Is it because these peoples 
are intellectually inferior to other nationalities, or 
because ignorance follows in the wake of Catholicism 
as naturally as sharks follow in the wake of a famin- 
stricken ship? The author of this article was either 
very ignorant or else he lied to deceive the people. 
. Hf Guttenberg had waited seventy years longer before 
inventing the printing-press, and printing the Bible, and if 
Columbus had waited thirty years more before discovering 
America, what eloquent orations we would hav on the 
glories of the Reformation ! 

There are two point-blank lies covered up in the 
above statement. And they show as much meanness 
as a sneaking. boy who lies to disgrace his mother. 
The church would hav the world believe that it is 
entitled to the glory of these two great achievements. 
The truth is, the church fought the printivg-press, 
as an insane savage would fight one who was trying 
to better his condition. The art of printing was de- 
nounced by the church as the work of the devil. 
The publication of most books was prohibited, and 
for years no book could be published without the 
consent of the church. And even at this late day the 
church dictates to its enslaved dupes the kind of 
books which they may read. 

As for the project of the discovery of ‘Ameries, the 
church fought it tooth and nail, and cfficiaily da- 
nounced it at the council of Salamanca. These facts 
are too well known to be disputed by any except 
Ostholies, who are kept so ignorant that they are a 
disgracs to the civilization of the age, in order that 
they mpy the more easily be fleeced by the church. 

If the church were the friend of mental darkness, she had, 
during the Middle Ages, the golden opportunity to display 


her pirit, and scatter to the winds the sources of enlighten- 
ment. 


Is not that pretty rich? I knew the church would 
lie, but a more disingenuous lie was never told by the 
“father of lies.” The church had the “golden op- 
portunity,” and most damagingly did she use it. 
Why did the author of the article under considera- 
tion refer to this period as the “Middle Ages,” in- 
stead of the “ Dark Ages,” as it is generally called? 
Was it because he was afraid that some of his readers 
might be led to inquire what was meant by the 
* Dark Ages,” and what produced the darkness, and 
thus find out that the church did “ display her spirit 
and scatter to the winds the soures of enlightenment ?” 
This “golden opportunity” of the church rolled a 
wave of darkness over al] Europe, that she did not 
recover from for more than a thousand years. This 
period was not called the Dark Ages because the sun 
was shrouded in darkness, but because of the worse 
than midnight darkness of ignorance and brutality 
which prevailed during that period. 

Let it be borne in mind that during this time the 
power of the church was triumphant. Even the state 
was under the complete sway and. control of the 
church. “Notwithstanding the pretentious boast of 
the church, there was not one in a hundred who 
could write his own name, and the physical condition 
of the masses was worse than that of our domestic 
animals to-day. 


Their houses were of the rudest kind, built of mud, | 


or stone laid up without mortar. Their clothes were 
after the most primitiv pattern, made of bides and 
skins or plaits of straw bound round them with 
thongs or strips of bark. Their food was black 
bread, roots, and herbs, nuts, wild fruits—in short, it 
was little better than that of savages. And a more 
superstitious race could nowhere bs found. 

Let anyone read the history of the Middie Ages, 
and he or she will become satisfied that it is impos- 
sible to do justise to the subject in an article of this 
kind. “Golden opportunity,” sure enough, to the 
ehureh and the priesthood, but the masses were 
reduced almost to a level with brutes, mentally and 
physically. 

The church had everything its own way; there 
was nobody to oppose it—all were Catholics. They 
were put to the rack or burnt if they were not. The 
author of the article committed, so to speak, a rape 
on truth and history, and was probably too intelligent 
not to know that he lied. “O for a lodge in some 
vast wilderness!" O for a lodge anywhere where 
Christians will not lie for the church! 

She [the church] gathered up with loving care beneath 
the folds of her mantle the literary treasures of the past, and 
all she could find of the monuments of profane learning 
from Greece and Rome. 

We read that God put lying spirits in the mouths 
of the prophets, but our Catholie author was so 
crammed with them that there must hav been help 
from the “other fellow” too. It is notorious that 
the church preserved whatever upheld it, and altered 
or utterly destroyed whatever opposed it. This was 
true of the sciences, particularly that of astronomy, 
as well as of literature. And she has not outgrown 
her old tricks unto this day. It is true she cannot 
destroy books as in the days of her power, but does 
the next thing to it, by prescribing to her deluded 
slaves what books they may read. Not only so, but 
she dictates to them whom they shall marry and to 
what societies they may belong. 

If it is true that the church has been and is the 
paironess of learning, a great proportion of the scien- 
tists and teachers and statesmen ought to be found 
among the Catholics. Go into any city and compare 
the intelligence of the Catholic inhabitants with that 
of the non-Catholie, and then it will be seen to what 
use the church has put this treasure of learning 
whieh she gathered under her mantle with so much 
care. In every city and country Catholies are the 
most ignorant, riotous, and vicious people fo be 
found. Among the inmates of our prisons are to be 
found a greater proportionate number of Catholics 
than of sny other class of people. It is well 
known that ignorance and crime go hand in hand the 
world over. 

She appointed her monasteries to be the depositories of 
her treasure (learning) and commissioned her monks to 
guard them. 

When the church is condemned out of her own 
mouth, and she stands convicted of lying by her own 
words, outside testimony is superfluous. 

If the church was engaged in the diffusion of 
knowledge, as is claimed, why lock up the treasures 
of learning in the monasteries, and carefully guard 
them by the monks. Suppose we should lock up all 
our works on science and philosophy, our histories 
and text-books, and appoint those now engaged in 
teaching to guard them, would that be a good plan 
for the diffusion of knowledge? While there may 
hav been a few dignitaries of the church who were 
educated, the masses were as ignorant as the animal 
that held the palaver with old Balaam. And this 
state of ignorance lasted more than a thousand years, 
and always will exist wherever the church bears un- 
disputed sway. 

The church set to work to dissipaie the darkness which 
had settled on the world outside of her sanctuaries. 


One fact should never be forgotten, that during 


what is known as the Dark Ages the power of the 
church was supreme. The church certainly had the 
power, and if it was so anxious for the diffusion of 
knowledge, this period ought to hav been the bright- 
est in the world's history, wheress it was the darkest 
period recounted in history. : 

Does anyone believe that during the Dark Ages, 
when the church was so much engaged in the diffu- 
sion of knowledge, learning was at all compa- 
rable with what it was in ancient Greece and Rome ? 
Is it not a fact that the people of to-day, who are so 
far above the condition of the masses during the 
dark period, are trying to reach the excellence of the 
ancient masters in painting, literature, and oratory ? 

Is it not a fact that we look through the Dark 
Ages, that period of “Oatholic enlightenment,” as 
looking over a barren desert, to the green fields of 
learning which lie beyond? 

Is it not a fact well known to every student of hia- 
tory, that as the church became dominant learning 
declined, that the palmy day of church power was 
the midnight of mental darkness in Europe, and that 
the power of the church declined as learning revived? 

The acknowledged fact that the church locked up 
the treasures of learning tells the whole story. To 
lock up the treasures of learning is a queer way to 
educate the people. 

Next, they tear violently from Catholics their property and 
then charge them with poverty. 

I wonder if this ‘‘ author hero” supposed that the 
people had ever heard of the Inquisition. What was 
its object? The extirpation of heretics. And the 
property of heretics was confiscated, and ss the 
church had swallowed up the state, the property 
went tothe church. During the time of the greatest 
ignorance and poverty to the people, the grandest 
churches and cathedrals were built that the world 
ever saw, and the church owned fully two-thirds of 
all the property, and church dignitaries were rolling 
in wealth. 

Even to-day it is next to impossible to find a Cath- 
olic church without a piece of land in some way con- 
nected with it. The church has always understood 
the power of wealth. I hav only space to hint at 
these matters, but when they are fully understood, 
some idea of the great wealth of the church during 
the days of its power may be found. 

When there was something like a separation be- 
tween the church and the state, the church owned 
most of the property, especially the real estate ; some 
of this property was taken possession of by the state. 
The day of. grest wealth and luxury to the church 
was the dark day of ignorance, crime, squalor, dirt, 
and rags for the people. 

The equal of these structures (churches and cathedrals) 


hav not been erected in Protestant times, and yet Catholics 
are charged with being the sworn enemies of the fine arts. 


It must be conceded that the church erected some 
very fine buildings, but while these God-houses were 
erected the people were plundered to such an extent 
that they lived in the most miserable hovels ever 
found smong any people claiming to be civilized. 
No doubt God was glorified, but the people were 
degraded. No matter how much the people suffer, 
as long as God is tickled. 

Neither hav Catholics been behind in discoveries and in- 
ventions. Nicholas the Cusan taught that the earth moved, 


not the sun, more than a hundred years before Galileo, and 
was created cardinal for his learning. 


No doubt the article under consideration was writ- 
ien by a Catholic and designed for Catholics, who 
are Supposed to be too ignorant to know anything 
about the facts of history. It is remarkable only in 
one feature, and ihat is the wonderful faculty the 
author displays of hitching a lie to nearly every word 
in a sentence. 

Is there anyone but a Catholic who does not know 
that Galileo was summoned before the Inquisition 
and condemned for heresy in teaching the Ooperni- 
can theory of the solar system? How did it happen 
that Nicholas was promoted and Galileo was perse- 
cuted for teaching the same theory ? 

Copernicus, a priest, taught the same doctrin under the 
protection of Pope Paul III. 

How the lies do multiply. 

Copernicus was not a priest, was not educated for 
a priest, never acted in that capacity to my knowl- 
edge. He was a doctor of medicin, and a teacher of 
mathematics. As for his protection from Pope Paul 
IIL, or any other pope, a greater lie was never 
uttered. When he wrote his great work, “ On the 
Revolutions of the Celestial Orbs,” for fear of perse- 
cution from the church he delayed the publication of 
his work for thirty years. He was on his deathbed 
when the first copy was brought to him, so that he 
never read a printed copy of his own work. To claim 
the honor to the church for the discovery and pro- 
mulgation of the true solar theory displays a mean- 
ness that would disgrace the lowest thug in India. 
This boastful Catholic author cannot only claim the 
most lies, but the biggest and the meanest as well. 

A Catholic first read the field of the heavens through the 
telescope. 

As far as we know, Galileo was the first man who 
ever “read the field of the heavens through the tel- 
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escope.” It is true he was a Catholic, for the church 


put to the rack or burnt all who were not Catholics. 
According to the letter the statement is true; accord- 


ing to the manner in which they treated him s mesner 


lie was never told nor for a viler purpose, for it was 

written to deceive. For the church to persecute him 

and render the last years of his life as miserable as 

possible and then claim the glory of his genius, in- 

ventions, and discoveries, is an act of hypocritical 

meanness below which it would be hard to descend. 
A Catholic discovered the compass. 


Well, this shows genius. Not every man can 
crowd as many lies in as few words as the author of 
the article referred to. 

I do not believe that it is known when the com- 
pass was invented nor by whom, nor is there any 
way of finding out. As far back almost as the van- 
ishing point of authentic history we find allusions to 
an instrument which must hav bsen used in directing 
the course of a vessel at sea. As the compass has been 
improved from time to time, as it has been; and ns it 
has been introduced into different countries, different 
times hav been assigned for ita invention and differ- 
ent individuals hav been credited with the invention. 
But of one thing I am sure—that it was ia use long 
before a Catholie disgraced himself by lying for the 
church. 

There are certain hints here and there in ancient 
history which point to the use of the compass or 
something akin to it. References to certain people 
as understanding the “seoret of night sailing” and 
to the “wonderful cup” which was taken to sea and 
considered sacred and kept in the temple when not 
in use, and to the “ mysterious needle" which floated 
in water, seem to indicate that the compass was in 
use as far back at least as the time of the ancient 
Cushites. 

I would not wonder if Thales and Pythagoras 
and Plato and Socrates and Solon and ali the greai 
men in every age were Oatholics. I hav been so 
much concerned about Catholicism reaching forward 
that I never considered, until reading theo article 
referred to, how far it reached backward. 

I hav heard of the Lord's prayer being written in 
a circle of the size of a ten-cent piece, but it was 
reserved to a Catholic to make that feat appear insig- 
nificant, by telling a lie in the fewest words of any 
man who ever lied for God’s sake. A few more lies 
and then, as the ministers say, “ well close with the 
benediction.” 

Father Secchi was the highest authority on astronomy. 

I began, when quite young, to pay attention to 
the subject of astronomy, and now for the first time 
hear Secchi’s name mentioned as authority on tkat 
acience. According to our enthusiastic author the 
greatest sculptors, philosophers, painters ; the great- 
est musical composers and performers and the great- 
est singers, were Catholics. Then we are indabted 
to them for all that is known about galvanism ; for 
the discovery of the gases and their properties; for 
the invention of the barometer, gunpowder, paper, 
and the art of engraving. And since he givs Oath- 
olics credit for algebra and arithmetic, he might with 
equal propriety hav given them the credit of invent- 
ing the law of gravitation and eclipses and the phases 
of the moon. Because the more a Christian lies for 
the glory of God the more will his grace sbound. 

But there are a few things which are to be placed 
to the credit of Catholics which our “author hero” 
has overlooked. Let me remind him. 

We are indebted to Catholics for the ignorance 
and poverty and brutality of the Dark Ages. We 
are indebted to them for the Inquisition—for the 
torture and murder of millions of people for opinion’s 
sake—for killing other millions in religious wars. 
We are indebted io them for the rack, the thumb- 
screw, the iron boot, spiked chain, and the ripping- 
knife. None will doubt that these are Catholic in- 
ventions, and few will dispute their just claim to the 
honor of all the benefits which they hav conferred 
upon the race. I am persuaded to believe that our 
author is a great reader, but I am afraid that he has 
been too much confined to Catholio literature. Iam 
inclined to think that if he would read “ Baron Mun- 
chausen,” “ Gulliver's Travels,” “ Sinbad the Sailor," 
and other works of that character, it would not only 
help to develop his propensity for * drawing the long 
bow,” but would giv polish and add zest and variety 
to his compositions. 

Some weeks ago I reviewed a begging sermon sent 
to me by friends in Seattle, and since that time I hav 
had a number of papers sent to me from different 
parts of the country containing sermons end articles 
for me to reply to. Of course I cannot answer them 
all, but this one was so far from the truth, and one 
lie crowded so upon the heel of another, that I 
thought it proper to prick some of these Catholic 
bubbles of falsehood. 

I hav been very busy and hav only taken the time 
to notice some of the most glaring. These are sufi- 
ciently numerous, but there are two lies implied 
where there is one expressed. Though a man may 
be trusted in every other respect, he will lie and mis- 
represent when his religion is brought into question. 
Oatholies are particularly given to this sin. A lie 


under the table. It seems unreasonable to me that 
investigators could permit such a sitting. I should 
not. 

Once while he was here I bought a new slate, sat 
down at the table with it in my right hand, gave my 
left to the medium, and held the slate on my shoulder. 
Another person held my right arm and the left hand 
of the medium. The sound of writing was very 
distinct, and on removing the slate from fifteen to 
twenty length wise lines appeared thereon. The room 
had three very large windows in it through which a 
bright light poured, and I could ses well—well 
enough to know that Mr. Slade’s foot did not get on 
my shoulder and do the writing. 

Another time up in Massachusetts, he gave me 
some excellent writing. At several different times I 
had this experience. A friend and myself cleaned 
the slates, put them on & bare floor in the middle of 
a sunny room, and placed our feet on them. We 
two and the medium joined handa and the writing 
appeared on thé under side of the slates, one slate at 
a time. 

Being astrong Radical myself though scknowledg- 
ing Spiritual phenomena, I hav a great regard for 
and sympathy with my brother and sister Radicals 
and Materialists who stop short of my expérience in 
this matter. With it they wculd doubtless think as 
I do. With their lack of it I would surely be an 
unbeliever. I was slow to accept and cautious of 
what I received. I only want the truth, let it lead 
where it may. But knowing there is truth, I regret 
seeing such articles as * Secrets of the Spiritualists.” 
It shows a gullible spirit which is foreign to the 
German race. It tries to explain the slate-writing 
by saying that Mr. Slade’s bare foot does it, and that 
our wisest men, women, and scientists are duped, 
seeing nothing of these gymnastics though sitting 
purposely to observe. No one of even tolerable 
intelligence could be so deceived, it seams to me. I 
cannot think that anyone cutside of orthodoxy has 
that much faith in a medium’s powers. For myself 
I shall hav to see some proofs before I can believe 
them able to outwit our brightest minds. Itis too 
much like a whale story. It is giving the charlatans 
the brains and the skeptics the vacuum. 

In defending Mr. Slade from the falsehoods of his 
accusers I am only standing for the truth. I would 
do as much for thore who so childishly abuse him 
did he turn falsely against them. I know that 
mediums do cheat. I hav studied some of their 
methods unknown to them and warned their victims 
against them. . But I never found one using his foot 
for writing. I hav had genuin writing from them 
and then had a slate which had been concealed and 
written on by other parties mixed up with the clean 
ones and palmed off as genuin. I hav had such 
géances reported purposely to watch more closely 
how it was done. I know how it is and I warn 
investigators to Jook out closely for the prepared 
slate to get in its work when there sre a number of 
slates in use. 

Thanking you for your kindness, and with best . 
wishes for your excellent paper, I am, 

Very truly, ÅMARALA Martin. 

Cairo, Lil. 


will slip out of the mouth of a priest as easily as | 
though it were greased. Jous Pror. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
— 8 4—————————— 
How Slade Did it Seventy Years Ago. 

I think the Editor of Taz Truru Senee is as fond 
of truth as my friend D. M. Bennett of oid, and am 
prompted to reply to an extract from some foreign 
journal which I observed in Tue Trura Serxer of 
May 24th. It was in reference to Dr. Slade while in 
Germany. Its absurdity almost makes it read like a 
poor attempt at irony or burlesque. 

Let me speak of my own brief sitting with Mr. 
Slade full twenty years ago. On this occasion a 
numerous party of inquirers invited him over to 
Williamsburg, now Brooklyn, E.D. We availed our- 
selvs gladly of this opportunity of investigating his 
peculiar powers. It was evening; a friend snd our 
two wives sat at a small table we had prepared. We 
had never seen Mr. Slade before, nor hav I seen him 
since, nor would I know him again. He seemed to 
be an activ, intelligent gentleman. He msde no 
inquiries of us save if we had seen much of Spirit- 
ualim. A small sponge was given us to wipe off 
the inner sides of the slates, as they were double. 
hinged slates ; which being done a small bit of slate 
pencil was laid between and they were closed. In 
this condition they were laid on the top of the small 
table, and one of the hands of each, including Mr. 

lade's, were laid upon the upper slate. In this 
quiet position the slates lay I should say about two 
minutes or so. As-to any scratching sound like 
writing I cannot vouch. On examining the slates 
when thrown open there were two communications— 
one from my brother, signing his full name, and 
another from my friend’s father, also giving his full 
name. The ladies were overlooked, but were wateh- 
ful to see any attempt at fraud. 

This is the only—and a brief—sitting I hav ever 
had with Dr. Slade, and this was prior to his depart- 
ure for Europe. 

Some ladies, hearing of our experience, went to 
Dr. Slade, who was in New York. They had pre- 
pared double slates, properly cieansed, and between 
each a small bit of slate pencil. These four slates 
were firmly screwed together in pairs. 

From what was told us, their experience with Mr. 
Slade was similar to our own as before related. It 
was rather s delicate question, but they did ask Dr. 
Slade if he would try their slates. Smilingly he 
complied, but he remarked he could not be responsi- 
ble for what might happen—writing or no writing. 
The slates were laid upon the table-top, each seps- 
rately, with Slade’s hands and their own laid thereon. 
The ladies thanked him for this out-of-the-way ex- 
periment, paid him, and returned home. What was 
their surprise on unscrewing the slates at home to find 
each had a written communication thereon, one from a 
husband and one from a brother. These double 
slates of the ladies I hav seen myself, with the 
writing thereon, which they almost held sacred until 
the day of their death. Davi» Bruce. 

Brooklyn, E. D. 

tO 


More About Mr. Slade, 


To rug Eprror or Tae Teura Seexer, Sir: 
The friendly correspondence between yourself and |: 
Mr. McArthur regarding the phenomena in presence 
of Mr. Slade is of much interest to me; all the more 
so because I am personally acquainted with the 
medium. In connection with the discussion I hay 
also read “Secrets of the Spirituslists,” from a Gar- 
mau exchange, and in face of facts with which I am 
acquainted, I think it one of the most foolish articles | 
ever published. Will you therefore allow me brief 
spase in your excellent paper to say a few words? 

In the fail of 1884, Mr. Slade came from the South 
to my house utterly broken down in health. He 
was very ill, and unconscious for hours at & time for 
a week or ten days. I engaged one of the best phy- 
sicians and a man attendant, the latter and myself 
giving the medicins, and taking all of the care of 
the sick man day and night until he was convales- 
cent. During the time, we had occasion to put Mr. 
Slade’s feet in hot water various times, to rub him 
out of fainting spells, ete., and at no time did the 
* prehensil" toe appear. We found no peculiar for- 
mation of toe or foot, and none of the unnatural 
foot-gear mentioned by the German exchange. I 
helped put Mr. Slade’s slippers on and cff his feet 
many times, and handled them frequently during his 
three weeks’ stay in my house, and found them re- 
markable in no way. He had none with straps at 
the bottom, and his stockings were such as other 
men wear. 

His hands were neither large nor rough, as stated 
by the German exchange. On the contrary, they 
were small, fora man of his size, and white. He 
walked indoors considerably for exercise, snd was 
neither stealthy nor boisterous in his movements; 
simply natural and like the msjority of gentlemen in 
slippers. ` 

He gavə & great many sittings in my house and 
some to myself and family. In none that I ever 
witnessed or heard of here, did he sit with his feet 


— o 
An Opinion of Thoreau's. 


To tHe Éprrog or Tre Trurn SerKER, Sir: I 
send for publication an opinion of that exquisit and 
original thinker, Thoreau : 


Concord is just as idiotic 88 ever in relation to the spirits 
and their knockings. Most people here believe in a spiritual 
world which no respectable junk bottle which had not met 
with a slip, would condescend to hold even a portion of for 
a moment—whose atmosphere would extinguish a candle 
let down into it, like a well that wants airing; in spirits 
which the very bull-frogs in our meadows would blackball. 
Their evil genius is seeing how low it can degrade them. 
The hooting of owls, the croaking of frogs is celestial wis- 
dom in comparison. If I could be brought to believe in the 
things which they believe, I shall make haste to get rid of 
my certificate of stock in this and the next world’s enterprises, 
and buy a share in the first Immediate Annihilation Com- 
pany that offered. I would exchange my immortality for a 
glass of small beer this hot weather. Where are the heathen? 
Was there ever any superstition before? And yet I suppose 
there may be a vessel this very moment setting sail from the 
coast of North America to that of Africa with a missionary 
on board! Consider the dawn and the sunrise—the rain- 
bow and the evening—the words of Christ and the aspira- 
tions of alljthe saints! Hear music! See, smell, taste, fcel, 
hear,—anything—and then hear the idiots inspired by the 
cracking of.a restless board, humbly asking, ‘‘ Please, spirit, 
if you cannot answer by Knocks, answer by tips of the 
table.” 1H! 

Rochester, Mich. A SUBSCRIBER. 


Ho 


Men make a great ado about the folly of demand- 
ing too much of life (or of eternity ?) and of endeav- 
oring to liv according to that demand. It is much 
ado about nothing. No harm ever came from that 
quarter. Iam not afraid I shall exaggerate the value 
and significance of life, but that I shall not be up to 
the occasion which it is. I shall be sorry to remem- 
ber that I was there, but noticed nothing remarkable, 
—not so much as a prince in disguise ; lived in the 
golden age a hired man; visited Olympus even, but 
fell asleep after dinner, and did not hear the conver- 
sation of the gods.— Thoreau. 
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Communications. 


Benedict Spinoza and Solomon Maimon. 


The lives of these two men teach us & lesson of 
morality and of depravity, of virtue and of vice, of 
merit and of demerit, of self-sacrifice snd of selfish- 
ness. In intellect, boih men were of the same 
ealiber—though Maimon may hav been somewhat 
the superior—but their moral traits differed widely. 
They were of the same race and brought up in the 
same religion. Both were destined for ihe rabbin- 
ical order. 

Spinoza was born Nov. 24, 1632, at Amsterdam, of 
Jewish parents, who came from Portugal to escape 
the Inquisition in Spain. His father was a refined 
and highly respected merchant of moderate means, 
a man endowed with sound judgment and common 
sense. He gave his son a good training, and anxious 
to hav him become a future light of the synagog, 
spared no means to hav him acconiplish this end. 

Thus Spinoza entered upon his studies under the 
most favorable circumstances. His teacher, Sol Levi 
Morteirs, was one of the greatest and most learned 
Talmudists of his time; he was the founder of a 
theological school, and stood preéminent among the 
rabbis of Amsterdam. i 

Spinoza soon proved himself to be one of the 
most promising students in the school. With ap- 
parently little effort he passed from the elements of 
Hebrew and the scriptures of the Old Testament to | 
the Talmud, and in time became a master of the vast 
knowledge of Jewish theology. But this had just 
the contrary effect to that desired ; for, instead of 
becoming a rabbi, he became & ekeptic. The influ- 
ence which Dr. Van den Enden exercised over him 
may hav contributed somewhat to this result; for 
Spinoza studied Latin under him, and it was said 
that the doctors great love for nature and the 
sciences often led him to instil radical ideas into the 
minds of his pupils. Spinoza had also dipped into 
the philosophy of Descartes, and thai quite thor- 
oughly, while pursuing his rabbinical studies ; and 
the breach that occurred between him and his in- 
structor showed that his position was well fortified, 
and was not the result of premature thought or in- 
‘sufficient reason. It was not idle doubt, but con- 
viction, which led him to renounce the Jewish faith. 

Every possible inducement, from liberal promises 
to bribery, to remain true to his faith, was offered 
him, but all were stranded. upon the firm moral sense 
of the profound thinker. After an attempt upon his 
life had been made, at the suggestion of a few of his |; 
fanatical opponents he was excommunicated and | 
banished by the authorities of Amsterdam. Ever 
after this, he lived apart from all religious sects. He 
visited different places and finally settled at Hague, 
where, after releasing his claim to his inheritance in 
favor of his sister, he sought employment with an 
optician. Here he was engaged in grinding lenses, 
which brought him a moderate competence. He had 
no desire nor ambition to accumulate money ; in fact, 
on every occasion he manifested an aversion to 
worldly goods. Many flattering offers were tendered 
him, but he declined them all. An intimate friend, | 
Simon Van Vries, left him upon his death quite an 
inheritance, but Spinoza declined to accept it, until 
finally induced by friends to accept a small pension. 
He never married. He lived like a philosopher, and 
during his spare time wrote essays, completed his 
philosophical works, and made observations in the 
natural sciences. On Feb. 20, 1677, this truly great 
man, afflicted with consumption, passed away. 

Maimon was born at Nesviz, in Lithuania, about 
the year 1754, At the time of his birth his parents 
were in moderate circumstances, but owing to the 
peculiar political conditions of the country and the 
general persecution of the Jews, they soon lost their 
property and were reduced to abject poverty. His 
father was a bright, intelligent man, of scholarly 
attainments ; but he was shiftless and unscrupulous, 
and these traits had an influence in shaping the char- 
acter of his son. 

Maimon’s early education was under his father’s 
direction. In his sixth year they read the Bible 
together, and the following instances, which he 
relates in his autobiography, are illustrativ of his bent 
of mind: 

“(In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.’ Here I interrupted my father and asked, 
‘But, papa, who created God?’ 

** God was not created by anyone, replied my 
father. ‘He existed from all eternity.’ 

** Did he exist ten years ago?’ I asked again. 

“Oh, yes, my father said. ‘He existed even a 
hundred years ago.' 

“Then, perhaps, I continued, ‘God is already a 
thousand years old ?' 

“Silence! God was eternal.’ 

**But, I insisted, ‘he must surely hav been born 
at some time.’ 

* "You little fool,’ said my father, ‘no! 
forever and ever.’ 

“ With this answer I was not indeed satisfied, but 
I thought, ‘Surely papa must know batter than I, 
and with that I must therefore be content.’ " 


i 


He was 


; night. 
-gaged his attention. 


illustrate all the lines and cireles, the axes, etc. 
‘this came to a sad end, for his father discovered the 


| pupils learned very little, and the treatment they re- 
-and inhuman. Even the breakfast or lunch that they 


itbat are essential to an elementary education were 


‘important studies, while the little Hebrew that was 
taught was ungrammatical and ‘impure. 


father found it expedient to leave the place in order 
ito save his family from starvation. 
‘nary methods and devices which Maimon, the elder, 
,made use of to obtain money giv a cue to his char- 
| acter. 


‘he entered into for money and commodities to obtain 
Fare shocking. ‘They fully illustrate the almost total 
| depravity of the man, and the lack of ability of the 
| Son to act for himself. 


father. 
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* On another occasion,” he writes, *I read in the 
Bible the story of Jacob and Esau; and in this con- 
nection my father quoted the passage from the Tal- 
mud where it is said, ‘Jacob and Esau divided be- 
tween them all the blessings of the world. Esau 
chose the blessings of this life, Jacob, on the con- 
trary, those of the future life, and since we are de- 
scendant from Jacob, we must giv up all claim to 
temporal blessings.’ On this I said with indigna- 
tion, ‘Jacob should not hav been a fool; he should 
rather hav chosen the blessiags of this world) Un- 
fortunately I got for an answer, ‘You ungodly ras- 
eal! and a box on the ear. This, of course, did not 
remove my doubt, but it brought me to silence, at 
leant.” 

He relates, in the same volume, of another time 
when he saw the reigning prince, with his court, in 
all his splendor pass through the village to hunt, how 
full of admiration he was, and that, as he exclaimed, 
* Oh, how beautiful!" his father whispered into his 
ear, * Little fool, in the other world the prince will 
kindle the fire for us.” He says of this: “No one 
can conceive the sort of feeling which this statement 
produced in me. On the one hand I believed my 
father, and was very glad about this future happi- 
ness in store for us; but Y felt at the same time pity 
for the poor princes, who were going to be doomed 
to such a degrading service. I was thrown 
into the greatest perplexity on the subject, till some 


: game drove these thoughts out of my head." 


He had an unquenchable thirst for knowledge. 
Among the books which his father had in his library 
he found a number of interesting volumes, which he 
used to take to bed with him and peruse during the 
One book on astronomy in partioular en- 
He constructed a globe, and 
by means of the descriptions in the book was able to 
But 


globe, and informed him that the Talmud was the 
book he should study, and no other. 

For a time he attended school, but from the 
description he givs it must be inferred that the 


ceived at the hands of the schoolmaster was cruel 


brought to school had to be shared by their superior. 
The course of instruction was mainly of a religious 
nature. Grammar and other branches of science 


not taught. The Talmud and the Bible were the 


He stayed but a short time at this school, for his 


The extraordi- 


Xt is sufficient to refer to the various bargaing 


for his son a wife. The details of these transactions 


Maimon once more received instruction from his 
He soon completed his studies, and became 
well known as a thorough scholar and expounder of 
Jewish theology. He became a member of various 
religious organizations, but never remained with 
them long. In a number of families he was engaged 
as a private tutor, but he soon abandoned this occu- 
pation. Under peculiar circumstances brought about 
by the greed of his father, he married the daughter 
of a tavernkeeper. The result of this alliance was a 
child. Maimon lived with his mother-in-law, who 
fought with him incessantly. He contributed noth- 
ing to the support of the family, but amid dirt and 
filth—for the people were very common-—studied the 
various systems of philosophy, and mastered them 
with an ease which was worthy of a genius. 

His unquenchable thirst for knowledge and the 
severe treatment he received at the hands of his 
mother-in-law caused him to desert his wife, and 
leave for Berlin, Germany. Hore for a short time he 
attended school, and formed the acquaintance of men 
like Méses Mendelsohn and others, through whose 
efforts he was soon employed as tutor of mathe- 
matics, philosophy, and science in private families. 
They conceded his remarkable ability and learning 
and aided him to procure literary work, such as. 
translating and writing essays upon philosophical 
topics. For a time he succeeded remarkably, but, 
through some unknown influence, he began to spend 
his nights in revelry, thereby becoming derelict in 
the discharge of his duties, so that his friends soon 
withdrew their patronage. At the same time his 
wife, who had learned of his whereabouts, came to 
Berlin, and demanded of him to return or to consent 
to a divorce. Without any hesitation or regret he 
consented to a legal separation, which was granted. 
The last years of his life were spent in abject pov- 
erty. His friends had deserted him. The few pen- 
nies he earned by literary work were spent in dis- 
sipation. In fact, he sank so low that his friends 
would not even giv him a few pennies to supply his 
most pressing needs. 


Shortly before his death he: 


found a home with Graf Kalkreuth, of Seegeradorf 
in Lower Silesis, who had taken an interest in him 
Here he died on Nov. 22, 1800. . 

This, in short, is a sketch of the main features in 
the lives of these two mer. 

Intelleetually, they were both men remarkably 
gifted. Spinoza became & skeptic through study ; 
Maimon was a skeptic by nature. Spinoza was wise; 
Maimon, erudite. Spinoza was firm in his convic- 
tions; while Maimon was vacillating, uncertain. 
As they were in their thought, so were they in their 
conduct. Maimon, as he related in his autobiography, 
had been an adherent of all philosophical systems in 
succession. Spinoza would often say: “Reason is 
my enjoyment, and the aim I hav in life ia joy and 
serenity,” and, “I look at human actions entirely as 
if I were dealing with lines, surfaces, and bodies ; 
and upon human passions, such 28 love, hatred, 
anger, envy, ambition, and all the other emotions of 
the soul, not as faults of human nature, but as qual- 
ities which belong to it just the same way as heat, 
cold, storm, thunder, and other similar phenomena 
belong to the nature of the atmosphere, which may 
indeed be inconvenient, but which are necessary and 
which hav certain causes.” 

As to Maimon’s ability, Kant writes to a friend, 
who has sent him one of Maimon’s manuscripts for 
perusal: *But what were you thinking about, my 
dear friend, when you sent me a big packet contain- 
ing the most subtle researches, not only to read 
through, but to think out thoroughly, while I am 
still, in my sixty-sixth year, burdened with a vast 
amount of labor in the completion of my plan! . . . 
I had already made up my mind to send back the 
manuscript with an excuse so well justified on all 
these grounds ; but a glance at it soon enabled me 
to recognize its merits, and to show, not only that 
none of my opponents had understood me and ihe 
main problem so well, but that very few could claim 
so much penetration as Herr Maimon in profound 
inquiry of this sort.” In another passage Kant says : 
“Herr Maimon’s work contains, moreover, BO many 
acute observations, that he cannot giv it to the 
public without its producing an impression strongly 
in his favor.” 

In character Spincza was independent, courageous, 
virtuous, and firm; Maimon, on the other hand, 
dependent, timid, immoral, and fickle. Spinoza’s 
independence led him io earn 8 livelihood ; his cour- 
age led him to renounce his faith; his virtues led 
him to follow the dictates of his reason, and his firm- 
ness made him as steel against temptation. Maimon’s 
dependence made him the slave of others ; his timid- 
ity made him weak ; his vices cost him his friends ; 
his fickleness led him into temptation. It is strange 
that a man of Maimon's intelligence and ability 
should be so devoid of moral strength. He was 
nothing more than an intellectual monster who 
lacked all sense of duty. It seems that from amidst 
all his learning he could not deduce one principle of 
morality; nor was he led thereby to follow some 
useful occupation so as to gaina livelihood. And all 
this, in view of the wise ordinance of the Talmud, 
which demands of every Jewish scholar to learn, in 
addition to intellectual knowledge, a trade or me- 
chanical art. 

The wids difference which existed between these 
men in their moral qualities may be attributed to 
their training and environment. Spinoza had the 
benefit of a pleasant home life and surroundings, and 
the social conditions of Amsterdam were far supe- 
rior to those of Poland. Maimon, on the other 
hand, knew only of persecution, poverty, and shame ; 
for the social conditions of Poland were deplorsbie. 
The people mostly spent their time in riotous living 
and laziness, which was due to their oppression. 
There was no incentiv to strive for nobler avd better 
aims. It is natural that Maimon, living under these 
influences, should become morally warped, yet it is 
strange that a person gifted with such remarkable 
intellectual qualifications should be morally so defi- 
cient as to fall far below the average. This, no 
doubt, is due to the fact that the moral qualities are 
less dependent upon the intellectual endowments. 
than upon the training and environment. 


Frangi A. BroHER. 
— M i — — — — —— 


Buckley and the Methodist Book Concern 
Catch It. 
From the New York Times of June 6th. 

Our contemporary, the Christian Advocate, angrily 
resents the Z’imes's churacterizations of the publics- 
tion of the book, ‘‘ Heroes of the Dark Continent,” 
gold by the Methodist Book Concern, and extensivly 
advertised and “reviewed” in the Advocate, as an 
act of religious piracy. We expected anger and re- 
sentment. A pious newepaper that occupies an inti- 
mate commercial relation to a book concern cannot 
easily free itself from worldly passions, and censure 
of its immoral practices quite naturally kindles its 
wrath against the censor. 

We hav been led by the Christian Advocates 
charge that the spirit and language of our article 
were “more untruthful than the advertisment it 
condemns” to look into the history of this African 
book a little more closely, and it is really a much 
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more indecent and disreputable effair than we had 
supposed. But first, as the Christian Advocate ob- 
jects to the assertion that the “Heroes of the.Dark 
Continent ” is a “ pirated book,” let us withdraw the 
offending phrase. The book is not pirated, for, as 
the Advocate says, it is not “an American reprint of 
a foreign book.” Let us say, then, that the publica- 
tion of the book is not piracy, but is just plain theft. 
The volume is made up of materials filched right and 


left from foreign and American copyright books on. 


Africa. A compilation of this sort, though it should 
be sternly reprobated by a religious newspaper, and 
never be sold by a Methodist Book Concern, might 
pass without the censure of the worldly, for the art 
of compilation is useful, and has done much to diffuse 
useful information. But not only has the substance 
of the book been conveyed without honorable ac- 
knowledgment from storehouses of information filled 
by the arduous toil of many African explorers, but it 
was deliberately and oraftily put fcrth with the 
wicked design of forestalling a forthcoming book by 
Henry M. Stanley, upon the sales of which the su- 
thorized American publishers, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, will pay Mr. Stanley copyright fees. An 
aroused public curiosity about Stenley's recent ex- 
plorationa was taken advantage of by Messrs. Hunt 
& Eaton, the agents of the Methodist Book Concern, 
to create a market for a book from which Mr. Stanley 
will not only derive no revenue, but the publication 
and. sale of which was certain in some measure to 
diminish his profits from the authorized American 
edition. 


The proof of this assertion is to be found in the 
columns of the Christian Advocate, which, accord- 
ing to its own statement, is “the medium through 
which the Book Concern makes its business an- 
nouncements.” On January 2d this book was ad- 
vertised in the Christian Advocate by Messrs. Hunt 
& Eaton, as “The New Stanley Book,” that descrip- 
tion appearing in black display type at the head of 
the advertisment. On January 9.b the volume was 
again advertised as “The New Stanley Book,” and 
this advertiement was repeated on January 30th, 
February 6th, and February 13th. “Stanley in 
Africa,” was the display headline of another adver- 
tisment of the book. appearing in the Christian 
Advocate of January 30th, February 6th, 13:h, and 
20th, and April 3d. In an advertisment of April 3d, 
repeated on April 10th and 17th, the agents of the 
Book Concern more clearly reveal their ititentien to 
entice and capture purchasers whose patronage 
would legitimately hav gone to swell Mr. Stanley’s 
revenues from the authorized edition. “Do not be 
misled,” they say in conspicuous type. “The great 
and popular book is one that pictures the whole of 
Africa, not a part; one that givs a complete life of 
Stanley, not one that deals merely with an episode 
of his career.” This is palpably an attempt to de- 
preciate Stanley's new book, already announced, 
which will treat chiefly of his relief of Emin. Then, 
on May 8th, Messrs. Hunt & Eaton published in the 
Advocate their now celebrated advertisment, in 
which they not only assailed Stanley's authorized 
American publishers, but declared that * the business 
of an editor is to make money for his paper, and as 
long as you pay him for what you desire inserted he 
will treat you just as kindly as he will anyone 
elge." 


This is the advertisment that was withdrawn 
after attention had been publicly called to its inde- 
cency, with the explanation, published in the Chris- 
tian Advocate of May 22d, that it had been pre- 
pared and inserted by “an employee of the subscrip- 
tion book department without the knowledge of the 
superintendent of the department or the agents.” 
Was it this same “ employee” that “ prepared and in- 
serted” the advertisments published in January, 
February, and April, falsely describing the “ Heroes 
of the Dark Continent” as * The New Stanley Book?” 
And were the agents and the superintendent of the 
subscription book department of the Book Concern 
in Europe, Asis, or Africa all that time? Doesn't 
the editor of the Christian Advocate see that the 
poor clerk isn’t big enough to serve as a scapegoat 
in this serious matter? No doubt he is a hardened 
little sinner himself, and we sincerely hope he will 
repent and be saved, but the agents of the Book 
Concern will never save themselvs in this world, 
whatever may happen to them in the next, by turn- 
ing him out into the wilderness. So far as the 
offensiv advertisment of May 8th is concerned, the 
editor's plea that neither he nor anyone in authority 
had remarked its character before publication may 
be accepted ; but that plea will not do for the adver- 
tisments, equally misleading and immoral, though 
free from abuse and insult, which appeared almost 
weekly in the Christian Advocate throughout the 
winter. i 


We are reluctant to speak of the character of the 
book itself. We hav hitherto refrained from doing 
80, but inasmuch as we discover that the Christian 
Advocate, in its columns devoted to literature, edi- 
torially reviewed the book on April 24th. and rot 
only made itself particeps criminis in the disbonora- 
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ble undertaking of the agents by furthering their 
efforts to depreciate Stanley’s forthcoming“book as 
treating only an “episode” in his career, but had the 
hardihood to speak of this miserable and obscene 
publication as “the best and most trustworthy of 
the various books upon Africa yet placed upon the 
market,” and to commend it to “the masses” “for 
its educational value,” it becomes almost an impera- 
tiv duty to say that this book, by reason of its illus- 
trations and some passages of its letter-press, is one 
that no man could put upon his bookshelvs or 
show in his family without shame. It seems to hav 
been the intent of the publishers of the volume to 
illustrate every phase of African nudity that bas 
been made available either by the sketches of travel- 
ers or the creations of a filthy imagination. And 
yet, disgusting as is the edition sold by the Method- 
ist Book Concern, there is an earlier edition contain- 
ing sixteen coarse wood cuts of naked negro women 
that hav been omitted from the religious edition. 
For what purpose could these obscene images hav 
been so plentifully introduced in the book except to 
cater to prurient tastes and increase the sales? 
Does not all the world know that most Africans reject 
the fig-leaf as burdensome? Would not one or two 
examples of Ethiopian fashions hav served all proper 
historical and anthropological purposes ? 

Taking it altogether, this business in which the 
literary organ and the great publishing house of the 
Methodists are engaged is about as unclean and dis- 
reputable as any that has lately come under the pub- 
lic eye. A sordid, conscienceless spirit of money- 
making has evidently prompted the persons immedi- 
ately concerned in the enterprise. They deserve the 
prompt and severe condemnation of the great denom- 
ination they profess to represent, and we hav no 
doubt they will receive it. 


oo — ——— 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Opinion of the Census 
Taker’s Questions. 
From the World. 

Colonel Ingersoll yesterday talked about the ob- 
jectionable questions included in the enumerator's 
official catechism. 

“ I suppose the government has a right to ask all 
of these questions, and any more it pleases,” he said, 
“but undoubtedly the citizen would hav the right to 
refuse to answer them. Originally the census was 
taken simply for the purpose of ascertaining the 
number of people—-first as & basis of representation ; 
second, as a basis of a capitation tax; third, as a 
basis to arrive at thé number of troops that might 
be called from each state; and it may be for some 
other purposes, but I imagin that all are embraced 
in the foregcing. 

“The government has no right to invade the 
privacy of the citizen; no right to inquire into his 
financial condition, as thereby his credit might be in- 
jured ; no right to pry into his affairs, into bis dis- 
eases, or his deformities ; and, while the government 
may hav a right to ask these questions, I think it 
was foolish to instruct the enumerators to ask them, snd 
that the citizens hav a perfect right to refuse to 
answer them. Personally, I hav no objection to 
answering any of these questions, for the reason that 
nothing is the matter with me that money will not 
cure. 

“T know that it is thought advisable by many to 
find out the amount of mortgages in the United 
States, the rate of interest that is being paid, the 
general indebtedness of individuals, counties, cities, 
and states, and I see no impropriety in finding this 
out in any reasonable way. But I think it improper 
to insist on the debtor exposing his financial condi- 
tion. My own opinion is that Mr. Porter only wants 
what is perfectly reasonable, and if left to himself, 
would ask only those questions that all people would 
willingly answer. 

“T presume we can depend on medical statistice— 
on the reports of hospitals, etc., in regard to diseases 
and deformities, without interfering with the pa- 
tients. As to the financial standing of people, there 
are already enough of spies in the country attending 
to that business. I don’t think there is any danger 
of the courts compelling a man to answer these 
questions. Suppose a man refuses to tell whether 
he has a chronic disease or not, and he is brought up 
before a United States court for contempt. In my 
opinion the judge would decide that the man could 
not be compelled to answer. It is bad enough to 
hav a chronic disease without publishing it to the 
world. All intelligent people, of course, will be 
desirous of giving all useful information of a charac- 
ter that cannot be used to their injury but can be 
used for the benefit of society at large. 

“Tf, however, the courts shall decide that the enu- 
merators hav the right to ask these questions, and 
that everybody must answer them, I doubt if the 
census will be finished for many years. There are 
hundreds and thousands of people who delight in 
telling all about their diseases, when they were 
attacked, what they hav taken, how many doctors 
hav given them up to die, etc., and if the enumerators 
will stop and listen the census of 1890 will not be 
published until the next century.” 


English National Secular Society’s Conference. 
The annual conference took place at the Secular 

Hall, Manchester, on Whitsunday. The attendance 

of delegates and members was exceptionally large. 

Mr. G. W. Foote was unanimously elected presi- 
dent, Mr. Bradlaugh having resigned a few months 
ago, and the following ladies and gentlemen were 
added to the list of vice-presidents: Miss Vance, 
Mrs. Thornton Smith, Mr. Arthur B. Moss, Mr. J. 
M. Wheeler, Mr. W. J. Birch, and Mr. Umpleby. 

In the evening there was a crowded meeting and 
eloquent addresses were delivered by Mr. O'Donovan 
(a new recruit for the Freethought army), Mr. 
Arthur B. Moss, Miss Thornton Smith, Mr. J. 
M. Robertson, Mr. Robert Forder, and Mr. G. W. 
Foote. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Mr. Foote deliv- 
ered an oration which, for profundity of thought, 
nobility of ideas, and brilliancy of rhetoric has rarely, 
if ever, been surpassed by even the greatest of Eng- 
lish orators. It created quite a furore. 

The conference was in every way a great success. 

Axnraur B. Moss. | 
Notice. 


Mr. F. C. Mende, treasurer of the society, will be 
traveling this summer, and does not wish letters and 
remittances addressed to him or to his order, but to 
the order of Ida C. Oraddosk, secretary, at the new 
office, Broad snd Columbia avenue, over the bank. 
The undersigned msy be addressed at No. 305 
Second avenue, Asbury Park, N. J., until September 
25th, after this date. Please make a note of this. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, 
"President American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., June 2, 1890. 
——— 3499 — — ——— 


The Secular Union’s Monthiy Report. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED MAY, 1890. 


T. A. Wilson, Reading, Pa. (new member)............ $1 00 
San Antonio, Tex., Secular Society (charter fee), 
through Charles L. Bauer. ........................... 5 00 
Flatonia, Tex., Secular Society (charter fee), through 
5 00 


Theo. E. Tanner.................... eerte 


G. H. Hauschild, Victoria, Tex 5 00 
Neil Gregory, Philadelphia, Pa. 5 60 
Samuel H. Galton, ‘‘ 2 M 5 00 
Alexander Cochran, Franklin, Pa. 5 00 
George B. Tyler, Ocala, Fla. (new member ‘i 1 00 
Dr. X. B. Foote, Sr.. New York city..................... 300 00 
S. Brewer, Ithaca, N. Y., $2 contribution: 
.60 1 doz. ** Ch. Taxn."... 2 60 
G. A. F. de Lespinasse, M.D., Orange City, Ia....... 5 00 
Anton J. Kraft, Grantfork. Ill...................... eese. 00 
T. R. Burrows, Chatham, N. Y........................e.-. 1 00 
Prof. H. M. Cottinger, San Jose, Cal..................... 1 00 
Pamphlets ** Church Taxation” to members and 
pni m E A 90 
Jii IER $150 50 
F.C. MENDE, 


Treasurer American Secular Union (per I. C. C.). 
o mmm 


Brotherhood of Moralists, 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood cf 
Moralists, at Hannibal, Mo., for May, 1890. 2% 


SEORETARY’S REPORT. 


During the month thirty-six membership certificates were 
issued, making the total enrollment to May 3ist 1,048 mem- 
bers. The new members are from: New York, 1; Illinois, 
1; Missouri, 1; Texas, 4; Montana, 1; Alabama, 6; Ohio, 
4; Michigan, 1; Massachusetts, 2; Ontario. 2 ; Colorado, 18. 

F. H. Raz, Secretary. 


TREABURER'S REPORT. 


Balance from April report. ..................... eese $10 75 
J. T. Allison, T@X88.....c..ccccceeeesssseeeesensenseneneessnenees 40 
F. Shodl, Colorado.................... eene 100 
Wm. Perkins, Missourt.........ccccscccsssssceeeeseseeceeeeeeaes 50° 
Harman Wettstein, Illinois........................ eese 1 00 
Wm. Horsfall, New York. ..................eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 25 
. $13 90 
Expended ..............2... essent 3 20 

Balance on hand..............................-- $10 70 


A. R. Axnzzs, Treasurer. 
—— oro 
The Cruel Creed, 


The demand for & revision of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith is a result of man’s evolution out of barbarism. 
The confession will not be revised yet, however. The idea 
of the vengeful nature of God, who is said by the Presby- 
terian creed to hav a world of endless torments in siore for 
women and children as well as for men, cannot be gotten rid 
of without & painful struggle by believers. Fancy a lot of 
grown-up men disputing as to whether God fore-ordained 
men to eterna] damnation in fire and brimstone or not! 'The 
only wayto get such monstrous ideas into a man's head is to 
commence with him in the cradle. But when men and 
women hav grown up to maturity with that idea, it is like 
skinning them alive to convince them of their error. Noth- 
ing but education and the advance of science will do it. 

Presbyterians do not believe in, and are far better than 
their creed. The matter of creed is simply religious politics, 
and it is not 80 much a matter of morality as it is of politics 
as to whether the Westminster confession shall be changed 
or not. In the mean time all things are governed by law— 
even theology—and there is comfort for all in that thought. 


— The J'ury. 
—— 9 —9—————— 


W. F. Janson gave three lectures in Sac City, two cf 
them on ‘‘ Nationalism ;” three in Holstein; three in Oto, all 
in the state of Iowa. Address at Des Moines, Iowa. 


THE TRUTH SERKEHR, JUNE 14, 1890. 
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Communications. 


Honesty is the only panacea. 


‘| prescription. 3 
May 28,1890. Ezra E Gresow. 


Barre, Mass., 


Education or Honesty? 


Everywhere we hear and read, “ Vice is the eldest 
soa of ignorance ;”’ “education is the parent of 
virtue.” Are these sayings invariably true? Does 
education alone insure virtue and exempt from vice? 
Des ignorance, in and of itself, constitute its pos- 
aessor a villain? Some of the best persons I hav 
ever known were the most ignorant. Yet for all 
that I would not hav people kept in ignorance for 
fear that knowledge would make them vicious. Some 
of the most abandoned wretches I ever knew or heard 
of were intelligent, highly eduested men and women. 
In one daily newspaper I read of a bank forger, an 
insurances defaulter, a county treasurer embezz'er, a 
clergyman wife-murderer, a college professor's elope- 
ment, and another clergyman guilty of the most 
loathsome crimes in the criminal calendar. To be 
sure, these did not all occur in one day, nor in one 
week, but all were under consideration at the same 
time. Were any of these men ignorant? Were any 
of them uneducated? Had they not all possessed 
superior advantages, and were they not as a conse- 
quenca intrusted with the lives, property, interests, 
and gouls of their inferiors in point of knowledge 
and experience, each in his own especial calling or 
profession? Aad yet they betrayed this trust, how 
basely none kaow so well as the victims themselvs. 
This breach of trust was not on account of their 
general ignorance nor lack of business tact, but in 
consequence of it, each being placsd where his 
superior attainments enabled him to use the same 
all the more efficiently while indulging in his vicious 
propensities, and screening himself, in some instances 
for twoscore years, and to the loss of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, or even millions. Now, the 
education of these men did not prevent them from 
being rascals, but helped them into and through 
their dishonesty in defrauding their trusting inferiors 
as. these inferiors in education could never hav 
deceived and defrauded them. 

What, then, shall we say of education—away with 
it? By no means, but place honesty above it every- 
where. An educated rascal is the most deadly 
enemy to the normal growth of a people or individual. 
Never giv such a one a place above a herdsman, 
and even there he is not fit for a muledriver. 


Place, then, simple honesty above education, re- 
ligion, and wealth. Make it superior to all else. 
Let it be the watchword everywhere. Lat the man 
be considered vile who is vile, whether he be a mill- 
ionaire, general, honorable, bank president, presi- 
dent of the United States, clergyman of the D D. 
order or M.A. order, archbishop, pope, or even God 
himself. Try every person, speculation, pretension, 
creed, cause, or religion by the strict rule of honesty, 
and see who or what would be spared. Surely, not 
the church, its holy guides, its text-book, its savior, 
or its Gods. Go into the business marte, and there 
you would find the same dishonesty. The profes- 
sions would not escape nor the fiithy politics, neither 
would the courts of justice, so called, and as to social 
life--O my soul, come not thou into the secret 
depths of its depravity! In every-day life between 
neighbor and neighbor, under the guise of friend- 
ship, the most subtle and deadly policy exists known 
this side of sheol Tattlers and scandalizers, that 
should not be mentioned outside of mud-cellars, are 
thick among the “society ladies” of large cities. 


Let education and religion sink into insignificance 
by the side of simple honesty. Were the world 
honest it would be morally perfect ; for how soon, 
when every motiv was pure, true, and good, would 
science come to the relief of mankind and through 
its facts teach the most ignorant how to liv without 
tyrannizing over others or wronging them in any 
‘particular. First, no one would hav any desire to 
do wrong; and, second, education, true education, 
would so enlighten the mind that the right would be 
sought, perceived, studied, and followed, not merely 
88 & duty, but from choice, for its very gratification, 
as well as for its utility. , 

Never, never until plain, simple honesty is taught 
and practiced, and becomes the education of the 
masses, will these crimes cease, and vice prowl only 
in the slums and purlieus of degradatior. 

Now, in high life, so called, are perpetrated the 
most heinous crimes, in secresy and darkness, fit to 
startle the world when seen in open daylight. The 
remedy is not alone in education nor religion, but in 
honesty, simple honesty. The educated husband 
deceives his wife; the accomplished, refined wife 
plays double with her liege lord; the fermer cheats 
the merchant and mechanic, and vice versa; the 
lawyer cheats his client and the client his lawyer— 
if he can; the clergy cheat the laity and ihe laity 
the clergy. But why enumerate examples? Where 
is ill-doing not found among the highly educated, 
the partisily educated, and the extremely ignorant 
who can neither read or write? No rank, age, or 
race seems to be exempt from this mania of lying. 
Honesty alone is the antidote for vice and crime, not 


A Miracle Spoiled. 


On the Sunday before Memoria! day there were 
thousands from New York at Greenwood cemetery 
preparing for the coming decoration. Among these 
were Commander John J. Finn, of Noab L. Farnham 
Post, G. A. B., and his family. They had marked 
| several graves for decoration, and then Mrs. Finn 
| proposed to visit the grave of Mr. Noyes, who was 
| murdered several years ago at his store in Greenwich 
straet by a man named Dolan, who was hanged for the 
erime and converted into an angel. Mr. Noyes was 
& personal friend of the Finns, and his widow has 
placed a bouquet over his grave regularly every Sun- 
day since his death. And on this occasion there was 
a fine fresh bouquet in position. 

While the party were admiring it it was plainly 
seen to move, and for three times it rose several 
inches perpendicularly. The women were very much 
alarmed at the phenomena, and Mrs. Finn nearly 
fainted. There was something ghostly sboutit. Mr. 
Finn, too, had some funny feelings, but being an old 
soldier and fireman, had lost whatever religious 
superstitions he ever had, and he made up his mind 
to proba the miracle to the bottom. 

He accordingly left his terror-stricken friends, and 
in spite of their protestations stepped over the rail 
of the plot and approached the grave. As he did so 
the bor quet again rose up two or three inches. 

At first he was in doubt whether the ghost of 
Noyes was rising up or thai the devil had made a 
nest there, but mustering up covrage he ran his cane 
with much force in to the ground beside the bouquet, 
and to his amazement out.sprang a full-sized wood- 
chuck which had burrowed there. At first Finn was 
as much startled as the woodchuck, bui the women 
screamed and the woodchuck ran for his life. Finn 
soon recovered himself, but the ladies cannot get 
over their nervousness. 

Had Finn’s cane not solved the mystery, it is 
probable that this would hav gone down to posterity 
as &a*miracle How many more such miracles hav 
been performed by woodchucks, skurks, or other 
underground inhabitants it would be hard to say. 
At all events, it is always safe to hava handy cane 
and a stout heart, when it is an easy matter to solve 
them. A woodchuck can act the part of a ghost 
underground as easily as an ordinary medium in a 
cabinet. And their methods are similar, and there 
are wonders performed with a flash of light or the 
punch of a sharp stick. W. A. TREADWELL. 

e 


A Constitutional Convention in Kentucky. 


I am at our quiet country home for the first time 
in a long while, and I am reminded tkat it is the 
holy Sabbath by the sound of the Sunday school bell. 
it is a good time for calm reflection and sericus 
thoughts. Religious thoughts! No, I do nol like 
the word, it has been so distorted and contaminated 
by selfish, designing men. But this is a good day 
for Liberals to think how to contrive meaua to thwart 
the designs of church people. I do not mean the 
masses Of the church people, for they are commonly 
ignorant of the designs of their leaders, and if once 
informed would be their opposers. But I began this 
letter for the purpose of telling the Liberals of an 
important fact. When I hav done that I shall think 
I hav utilized this holy day to the best advantage. 
Kentucky is soon to hav a constitutional conven- 
tion for the purpose of amending the state constitu- 
tion. In many respects the present constitution is 
very liberal, yet in many others it is defectiv. Rə- 
ligiously it is sll right. However, it makes a preacher 
ineligible for governor of the state. It does not 
compel us to believe in witches and ghosts, Bibles, 
Gods, or devils, before our oath is valid. Now, I 
hope that the Liberals throughout the state and 
United States will giv this convention a little atten- 
tion and see that the church people do not break 
down the Liberal clauses and insert their damnable 
trash. We should make an effort to hav church 
property taxable. I would like to see & petition cir- 
culated favoring the Nine Demands and presented to 
the convention. As soon as the nominations are made 
Iam going to begin sending copies of Tum TaurH 
SEEKER and other Liberal literature bearing on the 
subject to the nominee most likely to be elected in 
my district. I hope the Liberals throughout the 
state will do likewise. 

If any Liberal in the United States has literature 
which he would like to circulate in thet way, he cau 
send it me at Pineville, Bell county, Ky. Our de- 
structiv work is to break down the strongholds of 
superstition. Our constructiv work is to implant in 
the human mind proper ideas of liberty. In thet let 
us never lose an opportunity ! S. P. Herron. 

[If Mr. Herron will send us the names of the dal- 
egates to the convention, when chosen, and their 
addresses, Tun Truru Sxexer from its Literature 
Fund will supply them all with documents csleulated 
to influence them rightly toward securing a purely 
secular government,—E. T. S.] 


: 
education, religion, the fine arts, wealth, or any other| Mr. Chamberlain’s Reply to Mr. Overmyer. 


To ran Eprrog or Tae Troure Szexer, Sir: It is 
my rule, as you know, to refrain from noticing per- 
sonal newspaper criticism. But ihere are features 
in Mr. Overmyer's letter in Tur Trura Sxzrxzn of 
May 31st last which seem to call upon me imperativly 
to bresk that rule for once and to answer Mr. Over- 
myer, not so much on my own account as for the 
sake of “the unfortunate victim of all this blunder- 
ing, who utters no reproaches,” and who is not now 
in a position to speak for himself. I therefore beg 
you will allow me space for a very condensed, and, 
for that reason, necessarily inadequate reply to Mr. 
Overmyer's letter, from which reply I shall endeavor 
to banish ss far as possible all that spirit and appear- 
ance of censoriousness which has been attributed 
to me. 

The burden of Mr. Overmyers complaint is in 
this paragraph of mine, which he quotes into his 
letter, and to which he takes exception: 

Their [Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens] abandonment of 
Mr. Harman was due to a combination of various influences 
which it is not necessary to dwell upon, such as local 
politice, disapproval of certain of Mr. Harman's methods of 
management, financial and otherwise, conflict of interest 
between Mr. Harman and the other clients, ie, E. C. 
Walker and George Harman, etc. I cannot look upon their 
abandonment of Mr. Harman as justifiable. 

When I wrote that I certainly had as little idea of 
* agsailing" Mr. Overmyer, and of “casting unjust 
aspersions " upon him, as I believe he has of aesailing 
me. Indeed, just preceding the paragraph quoted I 
had written of Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens as 
*the only lawyers, with the exception of Mr. T. B. 
Wakeman, that I had ever known or heard of who 
had any conception of the way in which a charge 
like that against Mr. Harman should be met and 
defended.” If the English language can be framed 
so as to convey a higher compliment to the legal 
sbility of these gentlemen, I do not know how to do 
it. My power of language is inadequate to say avy- 
thing more flattering, and I hope Mr. Overmyer will 
not consider nor force me or any of Mr. Harman’s 
friends to consider that this language of mine was 
an “unjust aspersion.” I considered then and I 
consider now that Mr. Overmyer acted earnestly and 
sincerely, snd I wrote that paragraph with the inten- 
tion of stating truthfully but briefly what I believed 
to be some of the causes which led to the unfortu- 
nate rupture between Mr. Harman and his counsel, 
and with no intention of imputing insincerity to 
either of the counsel. And when I said, “I cannot 
look upon their abandonment of Mr. Harman as 
justifiable” I spoke only of my views from my stand- 
point, which I hope further on to justify. 

Mr. Overmyer seems to object to my use of the 
word “abandonment,” yet, considering the facts as 
he tells them, I think that word was rightly used. 
It was an abandonment not merely of Mr. Harman, 
but of a great principle as well, which principle, in 
its completeness, I fear, Messrs. Overmyer aud 
Clemens both failed to see, when they, “hastily 
examining the paper” and “ discovering the cause,” 
i.e, the O'Neil letter, “in a brief noie to Mr. 
Harman which we both signed and returned by the 
messenger," *informed him |Mr. Harman] that we 
eould not defend him upon that charge," eto. 

Let me, from my standpoint, outline the ressons 
for my use of this word “abandonment.” One of 
the most sacred obligations which one man can pos- 
Bibly owe to another is the obligation wbich an 
attorney owes to hie client. The attorney is bound 
to bring to the discharge of that obligation bis very 
best skill diligence, and effort. This is true even 
though the client may hav committed the most atro- 
eious and inexcusable crime, and though the evidence 
of his guilt is complete, positiv, and incontrovertible. 
But the lawyer owes other obligations. He owes it 
to his profession to elevate, ennoble, and dignify the 
law, to purify it and to purge away what he finds in 
it of error and oppression, snd to make its adminis- 
tration fair and honest and its judgments just. As 
the lawyer receives more liberally than his fellow- 
citizens knowledge and experience to sid him in dis- 
criminating right from wrong, so it is fair that he 
should giv of his effort more abundantly than others 
to protect right and to abolish wrong. The lawyer 
always is and naturally always will be of the ruling 
class, and the responsibilities of governing never are 
and never should be divorced from the obligations 
which such power imposes. The lawyer's obligation 
to his country and to humanity are no more to be 
ignored than his obligation to bis client, and when 
these obligations coincide and move together they 
create a binding moral force which cannot safely or 
wisely be disregarded. 

But Mr. Harman was not à common criminal. He 
had been guilty of no offense and had violated no 
law. He had done no wrong and had injured no 
one. Mr. Overmyer seems to be fully aware of this 
when he says: 

In view of the atrocious decisions of courts which now 
stand as precedente in this class of cases his skepticiam was 
quite pardonable. These decisions, however, are not law, 
but simply perversions of law. The idea that a man may 


be imprisoned at hard labor for a long term of years, suffer- 
ing the penalties inflicted only upon felons, upon a convic- 
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tion of an alleged offense wherein it is admitted there is no 
evil intention, is simply infernal. 

The same principle which was violated in the at- 
tack for which the Markland and Whitehead letters 
furnished the pretext, was also violated in the second | 
attack upon the O'Neil letter. I cannot see nor 
understand the grounds of the discrimination which 
Mr. Overmyer makes between the two cases, and I 
am firm in the conviction that no such discrimina 
tion will stand the test of reason. The very essence 
of their pretense that Mr. Harman had offended, was 
the false and illega! elaim that a citizen of the United 
States may not publish his own thoughts in his own 
language: The lawlessness of this claim, the mean- 
ness and hypocrisy of the way in which it was as- 
serted, the usurped power which made the asser- 
tion, the inhumanity of the effort to silence Mr. 
Harman’s outcry, the dishonesty of the effort to 
misrepresent his intentions, the character of his 
assailants, all theso combined to impose upon his 
attorneys obligations greater than those ordinarily 
existing in that relation.  . 

What Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens “ hastily” 
did, cannot be considered anything else than an 
abandonment, and an unjustifiable one. All the more 
unjustifiable, because they knew that few or no law- 
yers were as well qualified as they by character, 
attainments, and special knowledge to try such a 
case as it should be tried, and to present the defense 
in the way it should be presented. 

As to “local politics.” The very first subject 
which I discussed with Mr. Overmyer at his cffice in 
Topeka was local politics and their bearing on Mr. 
Harman’s case, and we spent a long time upon that 
point. I learned more about local politics subse- 
quently in an interview with Mr. Joseph K. Hudson, 
editor of the Capital, and I concluded from what I 

` heard all around that Judge Foster was a mere poli- 
tician, who would use his judicial power to accom- 
plish any purpose, right or wrong, which he thought 
would advance his political interests. The judge’s 
conduct toward Mr. Harman demonstrated tne cor- 
rectness of this opinion. To what extent local poli- 
ties may hav entered as a factor into the influences 
which combined to make up the decision of counsel 
I cannot say, but I still think I did no wrong in in- 
serting that as an element. 

The conflict of interest between Mr. Harman and 
the other defendants has been so painfully manifest 
for the past two years that I need say nothing in 
support of my introducing that as a factor. It is 
inconceivable that that conflict did not enter to some 
extent into the consideration of counsel and to some 
extent influence their action. 

Under the head of “ Disapproval of certain of Mr. 
Harman's methods of management, financial and 
otherwise,” it is due to Measrs. Overmyer and Clem- 
ens to say, and I do say with grateful pleasure, that 
Bo far as the matter of compensation for their services 
is concerned they hav both been not merely honorable, 
but exceedingly liberal and generous. Still I know 
that Mr. Harman’s methods of financial management 
hav been not only displeasing to his attorneys, 
but hav exerted a very great influence upon them. 

The “otherwise” in my letter seems to be con- 
ceded by Mr. Overmyer, if we confine its meaning 
to the O'Neil letter, and like publications. I am 
willing to so confine it, taking the O'Neil letter as a 
type of the like publications which Mr. Overmyer re- 
fers to. I bav already explained why in my judg- 
ment the O'Neil letter should not hav produced the 
disagreement it did. 

Mr. Overmyer quotes part of a long letter which 
he wrote to Mr. Harman which Mr. Harman sent me 
and which I commented on in a letter included be- 
low. In Mr. Overmyer’s long letter he says: “I do 
not think you are right in this matter [O'Neil letter], 
and I consider you so far wrong that I cannot lend 
my sanction as a man to that which as a lawyer I can 
see no defense for.” Now, this ability to see & de- 
fense is simply a question of degree. Oolonel Brad- 
ley could ‘see no defense for" the Markland letter 
nor for the Whitehead letter, so instead of setting 
up a valid and meritorious defense, as he might hav 
done bad he known as much about it as Messrs. 
Overmyer and Clemens, he fooled away Mr. Har- 
man’s chances with his nonsense about insanity. In 
my letter included below I indicate how ths O'Neil 
letter might hav been defended. 

Mr. Overmyer says, “It is understood here that 
Mr. Chamberlain counseled its [O'Neil letter] publica- 
tion. If so, he should stand ready to defend the act.” 
If such an understanding prevails there or anywhere, 
however fairly or honestly Mr. Overmyer may hav 
come by it, it is the result of a misstatement grossly 
mendacious in its inception. I never in any way did 
any act or said any word which could by any stretch 
of construction, however violent, be deemed to be an 
advice to Mr. Harman to print the O'Neil letter. I 
never saw the O'Neil letter, and never had any idea 
that there was such a thing in existence until I saw 
it printed in Lucifer. Mr. Harman bas fully ex. 
plained these circumstances, and I am willing to rest 
upon his explanation. 

But notwithstanding tbe fact that E condemned 
the publication of the O'Neil letter, as a matter of | 


poliey I recognized the value of thet publication and 
was ready to defend it as a matter of right. In pub- 
lishing it Mr. Harman was guilty of an indiscretion, 
not a crime. I can defend that publication, and de- 
fend it Successfully too, in any court where I can 
hav & fair hearing and be met with honest treatment, 
It was for the very purpose of defending that publi- 
cation that I took a useless journey to Kansas. A 
useless journey, because it did not suit the pothouse 
politician who there masqueraded in the ermin of 
justice that any opportunity for a fair trial should be 
eonceded. 

I am glad that Mr. Overmyer has quoted at length 
& paragraph of Mr. Harman’s that cannot be too 
often repeated : 

As to any hope of justice through an appeal to ‘general 
principle of constitutional right,” we hav only to look at the 
history of our land for the past decade or two to become 
convinced that ‘‘ constitutional right” is simply a word to 
conjure with—nothing more. As 8 protection of personal 
and citizen right it is & howling farce—a delusion and a 
snare—but as a protection to robbers and wholesale murder- 
ers, it is a magnificent success. 

I am glad that Mr. Overmyer comments fairly 
upon that paragraph, and on Mr. Harman's estimate 
that it was a “foregone conclusion” that he should 
go to prison, in the following language: 

Mr. Harman seemed deeply imbued with the idea that the 
law could not afford him justice. He looked with suspicion 
and contempt upon all of the methods, provesses, rules, and 
doctrins of the law. He was willing and anxious to claim 
that what he did was done in good faith and with perfect 
sincerity of purpose, but he apparently could not understand 
that good faith can be available as a lega! defense. He 


seemed unable to comprehend how a proposition so righteous 
could hav any sanction in law. 


In view of the atrocious decisions of courts which now 


‘stand as precedents in this class of cases his skepticism. was 


quite pardonable. These decisions, however, are not law, 
but simply perversions of law. 


I do not share Mr. Overmyer’s faith in the higher 
tribunals. I do not know what foundation there is 
for such faith. I cannot agree with him when he 
says, “ When brought rightly before the higher 
tribunals I hav an abiding faith that it will be utterly 
repudiated and condemned.” The case is so confused 
now that I doubt if even Mr. Overmyer’s skill will 
avail to “bring it rightly” before the higher tribu- 
nals. Mr. Harman’s estimate of the administration 
of justice was correct. It was based upon an abser- 
vation of such rascally outrages as that upon D. M 
Bennett, the hairbreadth esespe of Mrs. Slenker, 
ete, aed was amply confirmed by his own expe- 
rience. Mr. Overmyer struck the keynote when he 
said that the publication of the O'Neil letter “angered” 
the court. Why it should hav had that effect it is 
not easy to see, but the judge's conduct certainly 
proved him to bs & madman. It would hav been 
profitable if Mr. Overmyer had stated his estimate 
of the honesty and eharacter of the judge, who in his 
eagerness to repel any possible defense put five min. 
utes of his time against five years of Mr. Harman's. 

Mr. Overmyer is not quite fair when he says that 
I wrote Mr. Harman that his (Mr. Overmser'e) views 
were all moonshine. When I used that expression 
it was not so much in criticism of Mr. Overmyer as 
of the great superstition which has claimed Mr. 
Harman fora victim. But here is the letter. Lat 


it tell its own story: 
New Yorg, March 15, 1890. 

Dear Friend Harman: I received a short note from you 
vesterday, and this morning a package containing all Mr. 
Overmyer's letters. I hav read Mr. Overmyer’s letters, both 
thelong oneand theshort one. I want to show them to —— 
and —— and will returnthem to you soon. I would say, do 
not print Mr. Overmyer's long letter. You hav printed 
enough of the opposition. From now on to the trial I would 
print nothing but the strongest kind of favorable matter. 
As to your course in relation to Mr. Overmyes, of course I 
cannot advise. I can only giv my ideas, which at this dis- 
tance from the scene may be very wrong. He seems sincere 
and honorable in returning your note, etc., but is it altogether 
right for him to leave you in the face of the enemy? In 
other words, will not his separation from you imply to the 
minds of court and jury that your crime is an indefensible 
one? I still hope he may defend you and make such a 
vigorous defense as I believe he is capable of. It seems to 
me there is only one error or misconception that stands in 
the way of his seeing clearly through to your acquittal. He 
expresses it, in his letter. in these words: ‘‘ Because these 
things [O'Neil letter, e£ id omne genus.—E. W.C.) do not 
affect you, will you a8 a man of extended observation say 
that they will not shock and pollute the young and degrade 
and discourage them.” Now this cry of ''poliuting the 
young" is Comstock’s stock in trade, and there is no sense 
in it whatever. Legally it is a fallacy. Mentally and 
morally it is a superstition. It is a mere theory, entirely 
unsupported by any proof. The prosecution will not, for 
they cannot, produce any youth who has been polluted, de- 
graded, diecouraged, or led into vicious habits by a full 
knowledge of the truth. ‘That is all moonshine. That is 
where the stubborn intrenched prejudice appears. You hav 
just as much right and just as strong reason to maintain the 
opposit theory that the withholding of such knowledge is 
what leads ignorant youth into pollution and degradation. 
And I believe that last theory to be the correctone. Now, 
citizens are not, or should not be, convicted and imprisoned 
on mere theories, however strongly those theories may be 
backed up by prejudice. If you are convicted, it will be 
upon that theory, which Mr. Overmyer has stated in the 
language I quote from his letter, and a damned fallacious 
theory it is too, and that theory will be made to take the 
place of proof. There is the mischief of this whole business 
right in a nutshell. An houest judge will not let this super- 
stition take the place of proof. But taere are few honest 
judges. I believe good strong lawyers, such as I consider 
both Mr. Overmyer and Mr. Clemens to be, could so menage 
on the trial of the case that this kind of tricky imposition on 


the part of the prosecution would be entirely thwarted. If 
they could succeed in this, and I see no great difficulty in it 
if they hav a judge who is disposed to be half-way honest, it 
would bea great triumph for them, or either of them. There 
is a lot of damned bad precedent mixed up in the law which 
a little clear-headed vigor would weed out. A good deal of 
it is to be found in that infamous old case of United States 
93. D. M. Bennett. The judge in that case was so anxious 

to get Bennett into prison that he laid down, as law, a great 
many mischievous principles which are not law at all, and 
judges too lazy or too careless to think for themselvs hav 
been following the dicta in that case all along, and the con- 

sequence ig all this confusion which characterizes the deci- 

sions under thislaw. A good example of this confusion is 

found in the report of Mrs. Slenker’s case (82 Fed. Rep. 691), 

where Judge Paul, blindly and foolishly following Benedict's 

outrageous ruling in the Bennett case, charged the jury that 

it was immaterial whether the defendant knew the matter 

deposited by her in the mail to be obscene or not, also im- 

material what her purpose was so long as she did the act. 

As to the purpose or intent part of the charge, Judge Foster 

bas disposed of that on the argument of motion to quash 

your indíctment, and as to that part which relates to knowl- 

edge, Judge Paul overruled himself, and after careful con- 

sideration decided, on my motion in arrest of judgment, that 

it was necessary not only to prove knowledge, but to allege 

it in the indictment as well. Ww os 

Yours sincerely, Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


The rest of this letter relates to matters purely 
personal and is not interesting in this connection. 
It concludes with permission to send to Messrs. 
Overmyer and Clemens if Mr. Harman saw fit. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I feel that I hav pestered you 


‘and bothered your readers too long with a matter 


which, after all, is not worth so much time and space. 
The main fact which confronts us now is that Moses 
Harman is in prison. In view of that fact I propose 
to decline all unprofitable and inflammatory contro- 
versy with those who ought to be my friends, and to 
limit my efforts in the future to two lines of work. 
First, to do what I can to get Mr. Harman out of 
prison. Second, to do what I osn to make the bene- 
fits resulting from his imprisonment to my fellow- 
men somewhat commensurate with the suffering and 
deprivation which he, with most heroic self sacrifice, 
is enduring. If in this course I can be of any service 
to Messrs. Overmyer and Clemens they can rely upon 
my assurance that the utmost aid in my power will 
be rendered them in the most friendly spirit and with 
the most hearty good wil. Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 

New York, June 2, 1890. 

————— 9-49 ———————— 
Murder with Prayer. 

Down in a wild and lonely region near the Arkan- 
sas border a young msn named Kirby recently 
started on a journey to Stone county, Mo., in com- 
pany with an old schoolteacher named Rogers. 
Both men were true believers in God and the 
bsautiss of the Christian faith, and yet, strangely 
enough, while passing through a deep hollow near 
Oow oreck young Kirby forgot his Sunday-school 
lessons and put two bullet-holes through the body 
of his unsuspecting Christian friend, Rodgers, and 
robbed him of his wateh and $100 in money. After 
the shooting, Kirby asserts that he was about to 
shoot himeelf, and thus save the state the cost of 
hanging him in the sweet by and by, but his dying 
victim begged him to liv and get forgivness for his 
crimes, in order that they might meet again where 
revolvers sre unknown, and greenbacks are not yet 
in circulation. With Chrisdau weakness young 
Kirby requests the dying man to lead in prayer, and 
the murderer and his victim clasped hands and sent 
up a powerful appeal to the throne of grace. It is 
said that “ where two or three meet together in his 
name, there is bein the midst of them.” We know 
not whether any third party was present, but we hav 
no doubt that Javeh adjusted his ear-trumpet to 
estch every word of this unique supplication. If 
Christ was correct in his statement, we must believs 
that “there is more joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, than there is over ninety and nine 
jast persons, who need no repentance,” and with this 
inspired promis before us, we hav no doubt that 
when God became aware of the tragedy on Cow 
ereek, and of Kirby's repentanoe right then and 
there, there was a great hullabalioo in heaven, and 
all the darling little angels twaaged their harps and 
sang hosannas, and the four.and twenty bald-headed 
elders who loaf around the foot of the throne 
shouted “ halielouiahs,” and the multitude of murder- 
ers and out-throats who hav gone before cried out, 
“Save a harp fer Brother Kirby " No doubt that 
the tender-hearted Mary Magdalene wiped her 
beautiful eyes on the sleeve of her Mother Hubbard, 
and St. Peter became so agitated in his exultation 
that for a time and times and baif a time he could 
not find the keyho!e to unlook the gate to let in the 
just soul of Brother Rodgers! Alter prayer, the 
pious murderer pockets the dead man’s money and 
watch, reloads his revolver, and departs, softly 
whistling, 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 

He will wash me white 88 snow, 
etc., and leaves the body of his victim to the tender 
mercies of the wolves and buzzards! Great is the 
Christian scheme of salvation! Ponderously huge 
and overgrown are the mysteries of godliness ! 
Kirby is now in jail at Ozark, Mo., and ere long wiil 
probably find thas tre gibbat i: the gate to paradiro. 

Carthage, Mo, May 30, 1890. Warson Hzsrox. 
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The “Civil Policy” of “Sabbath” Laws. 


‘We commend to the attention of those hypocrits 
of the American Sabbath Union who are falsely pro- 
claiming that their purpose in endeavoring to pro- 
cure more stringent Sunday legislation is only a 
matter of “civil policy” the Christian Statesman’s 
review of their arguments. “That Sabbath laws 
cannot be maintained at all on the basis of mere 
expediency or policy, or on the ground of preventing 
a breach of the peace, is clear,” says this candidly 
bigoted journal, “from a simple reductio ad ab- 
surdum. If we hav a civil Sabbath law’ simply 
because it coincides with the law of the Christian 
Sabbath, it follows that where there is no Christian 
Sabbath in fact to be coincided with, there can be no 
Sabbath law. This makes all civil law dependent on 
prevalent sentiment and practice. As in France, in 
the days of the Revolution, the public sentiment 
might favor one day in ten instead of one in seven. 
The basis of expediency or policy or public peace 
would require the coincidence of the civil law with 
the sentiment ; and then where would the Sabbath 
bə? Or, again, greed of gain might rule publie gen- 
timent, and business and pleasure go on without any 
day of rest whatever. What basis would there be 
left for the civil Sabbath? The moment we depart 

' from au immutable moral basis, that moment we are 
adrift without compass or chart.” 

The only ground upon which “Sabbath” laws can 
be maintained is religious, and the logical view is 
that taken by the National Reformers, which is this: 
“The state is the creature of God, and civil govern- 
ment is his ordinance. The siate has its own moral 
relations, therefore, with God himself, as well as with 
its subjects. Its Sabbath law is for its courts, its 
legislatures, its executiv officers, as well as for pri- 

. vate citizens. Is there no question of morality in 
the transaction or non-transaction of judicial busi- 
ness on the Sabbath? Is the old law maxim, Dies 
dominicus non est dies juridicus, ‘the Lord’s day is 
not a judicial day,’ a mere dictum of policy or expe- 
diency? May 1st or Decoration day may be made a 
day on which no legislativ or judicial business shall 
be done; but is it proposed to reduce the Lord’s day 
to this level in the estimation and conduct of the 
state? Business may be suspended on other days as 
a matter of convenience, of sentiment, of policy. 
But the state is required by its author to suspend its 
business on the Sabbath es a matter of moral obliga- 
tion. What is done on May day or Decoration day 


may not be legal, but if it is morally right to do it 
on any other day of the week, the doing of it on May 
day cannot be morally wrong. But this is the very 
essence of Sabbath violation. It is the doing of that 
which would be right on any other day, but which is 
morally wrong because done on the Sabbath.” 

If we admit that the state is “the creature of 
God,” and that “civil government is his ordinance,” 
then the “Sabbath” laws are religiously right, and 
there is no need to hypocritically maintain that they 
are desired as a matter of “civil policy.” The ques- 
tion is, therefore, broader than the Sabbath Union 
would lead the people to suppose. It is a question 
of whether the church is superior to the state, for 
that is the logic of the argument that God made the 
state and that its administration is his ordinance. 

On this there can be no two opinions among true 
Americans. Our government secures its right to 
govern from the consent of the governed ; not from 
God, nor any of his prophets. No king claiming 
divine appointment; no pope with the same pre- 
posterous claim, can ever saddle themselvs upon us, 
for the fundamental principle of our government is 
directly opposed. To allow a God to direct our 


4 affairs is to go back to monarchy, popedom, slavery ; 


for “ God" means the self-elected interpreters of his 
* will There is no “God” but the preachers. 
Their stock-in-trade, their capital, like the devil, is a 
myth, and the business the clergy do is the largest 
ever conducted with nothing back of it. 

We hav had in this country once perfect “ Sab- 
bath" laws as the Sabbatarians desire. As a matter 
of civil policy they had to be repealed or allowed to 
die a natural death. Toreénact them would be folly, 
for “civil policy" urquestionably was advanced by 
their abrogation. On that ground, then, there can 
be nothing done for the Sabbatarian fanatics, and the 
Christian Statesman knows it. The “ divine law,” 
in other words the welfare of the ministers, is all 
that “Sabbath” laws can be based upon. And this, 
says the Statesman, “is where our ablest jurists hav 
based them. Judge Flandrau, of the supreme court 
of Minnesota, declared that the Sabbath law of that 
state ‘can hav no other object than the enforcement 
of the fourth of God's commandments, which are a 
recognized and excellent standard of both public and 
private morals’ (Brimhall vs. Van Campen, 8 Minne- 
sota Reports, 13). Judge Caldwell, of the supreme 
court of Texas, held that ‘ the object of the legisla- 
ture was to forbid all secular employments on the 
Sabbath, not excepted in the act. The disregard of 
the Sabbath, the refusal to recognize it as a day 
sanctified to holy purposes, constitutes the offense’ 
(Elsner vs. the State, 30 Texas Reports, 524). The 
supreme court of Alabama said: ‘We do not think 
the design of the legislature in the passage of the 
act can be doubted. It was evidently to promote 
morality and advance the interests of religion, by 
prohibiting all persons from engaging in their com- 
mon and ordinary vocations’ (O'Donnel vs. Sweeney, 
5 Alabama Reports, 467. See also Wright vs. Geer, 
1 Root, 474; Fox vs. Abel 2 Connecticut Reports, 
548; George vs. George, 47 New Hampshire Re- 
ports, 27).". 

Let us hear no more, then, about the “ civil policy ” 
of “Sabbath” Jawa; no more about the poor work- 
ingmen; bui let the Christians come out boldly and 
say they want Sunday laws fo benefit the churches 
and ministers and creeds. They will then, at least, 
possess the merit of honesty—something, in the 
merit line, which they at present sadly lack. 


Catching Up. 

This confession of fallibility is found in the last 
number of Unity, the Western Unitarian organ: 
“The average heretic, who is compelled to throw 
aside his old beliefs, and comes from the orthodox 
ehureh, holds a comparativly plain and consistent 
position, said Mr. Gannett, in his conference sermon. 
But the position of the Unitarian heretic is neces- 
sarily anomalous, since Unitarianism has a habit of 
‘catching up’ with its heretics, glorifying and ex- 
alting great leaders like Emerson and Parker, whom 
it once felt obliged to deny and ostracise.” 

The Unitarians, in this respect, are very much 
like the remainder of the world. Catching up with 
hereticse—unwillingly and unknowingly—has been 
the chief business of about ninety-nine of every one 
hundred persons born into the world for the past 
few thousand years. In all lands conservatism has 
endeavored to hold back the pioneers in thought and 
deed, only to finally be pulled up from its seat and 


| set to hurrying after the leaders then almost lost to 


sight around some new bend in the road of progress. 
Myth and tradition and history all tell the same story 
—some heretic scorned and ridiculed, then glorified 
and exalted. Even the almighty, in that world-wide 
fable of creation, had to to chase after heretical five, 
who would not be content with statutory conditions. 
Aud, according to the legend, what does not the 
whole world owe to that beauteous rebel! and who 
does not now note with joy the efforts of her daugh- 
ters to catch up with her, and become mutineers to 
their lord®—now very far from being almighty lords 
—authority ! 

It is a blessed thing, says Ingersoll, that in every 
age some one has had individuality enough and cour- 
age enough to stand by his own convictions—some 
one hss had the grandeur to say his say. The truth 
of this becomes more apparent from decade to dec- 
ade. In the thousand years of Christendom’s in- 
sanity heretics were killed, and not followed, and the 
result was a millennium of stagnation. Every genera- 
tion was & copy of the preceding, more ingenious 
only in devising machines to murder those heretics 
with whom they were utterly incapable of keeping 
pace, legging and inconsequential though the her- 
esies were. 

The heretic of the creativ myth is the type of the 
world’s real savior. But from her time to the time 
of the creation of another tradition the world’s ad- 


.| vancement was due to the doubters, to the teachers 


of new things, to the expounders cf new gospel. To 
the law-giver Lycurgus, to the pyramid-measuring . 
Thales, to the statesman Solon, to the philosopher for 
whom the conservativs mixed the poisoned draught, to 
Aspasia, the teacher of both Pericles and Socrates— 
all teachers in advance of their time—the world owes 
more than it will ever pay. To the later heretics is 
due still more, an almost infinit debt of gratitude, 
and though the world has caught up with and passed 
them, none the less do they deserve its tributes. With- 
out Copernicus, without Galileo, the world would hav 
for many more years thought the sun and stars but 
candles in a canopy lighted at night for its benefit, 
and gone on indefinitly searching for the four corners 
of the earth. It has taken the Unitarians three hun- 
dred years to catch up with Servetus, and our phi- 
losophers still puzzle over the problems propounded 
by Bruno. “Martin Luther started toward Hum- 
boldt—Wesley toward John Stuart Mill,” but the 
Lutherans and the Methodists are still far in the rear 
of these two men. Shortly, perhaps, they may get a 
glimpse of Humboldt, but it will be many decades ere 
they see by the light that guided Mill. France has 
nearly overtaken Voltaire—some cf her sons and 
daughters are ahead of him—but in this country how 
few comparativly hav yet caught sight of Thomas 
Paine! To what a small band are Tyndall, Huxley, 
Spencer, Darwin, more than a dim shadow on the 
distant horizon! Who now walks beside America’s 
own genius, sharing his humanitarian feelings, his 
charity for al] human mistakes, his sympathy with 
all human misery, his kindness toward all life, his 
detestation of falsehood, sacred or profane, his love 
of the true and the good? Oatching up! The 
world must travel a thousand years ere it catches up 
with half of the heroic heretics it has scorned and 
crucified, and when it takes their hands, those now 
living will still beckon them on. 

It is fortunate for the Unitarians that they never 
possessed power to do more than deny and ostracise 
their heretics. But those things they hav done, and 
some of them here in the Hast are not even now putting 
themselvs out of breath in their endeavors to catch 
up with those they hav thus treated. But the two 
main branches of the Christian church, the Catholic 
and the orthodox Protestant, hav gone far beyond 
denial and ostracism of the heretics. “For ages 
they were rivals in the infamous effort to rid the 
earth of honest people. They infested every coun- 
try, every city, town, hamlet, and family. They 
appealed to the worst passions of the human heart. 
They sowed the seeds of discord and hatred in every 
land. Brother denounced brother, wives informed 
against their husbands, mothers accused their chil- 
dren, dungeons were crowded with the innocent; 
the flesh of the good and true rotted in the clasp of 
chains ; the flames devoured the heroic, and in the 
name of the most merciful God, his children were 
exterminated with famin, sword, and fire. Over the 
wild waves of battle rose and fell the banner of 
Jesus Christ. For sixteen hundred years the robes 
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of the church were red with innocent blood. The 
ingenuity of Christians was exhausted in devising 
punishment severe enough to be inflicted upon other 
Ohristians who honestly and sincerely differed with 
them upon any point whatever.” 

Now these sects hav been compelled by evolution’s 
resistless force to become partially civilized, and 
they are slowly trying to catch up. The Oatholic 
church has about got up to Galileo and no longer 
forces the teachers of the heliocentric theory to ab- 
jure their discoveries as heresy. She has, in some 
quarters at least, got beyond Martin Luther's gross 
superstitions. Civilization has carried the majority 
of Methodists up to Wesley, while Thomas Paine’s 
heretical Deism isnow almost conservatism and ortho- 
doxy among the scholars of the world. The Presby- 
terians are traveling painfully along the highway 
hallooing after the evolutionists that that heresy is 
now reconcilable with the Confession of Faith—in 
some places. And go it goes; the heresy of one 
generation is the orthodoxy of the next, and the 
great leaders once denied and ostracised are later on 
glorified and exalted. 

But there remains one heretic the Ohristians are 
not catching up with. None of them liv up to his 
social teachings, and they are getting farther away 
from his religious dogmas. If he were here to-day 
he would no‘ be admitted to their churches—except 
in the poor gallery—and he would be fortunate in. 
deed if he escaped imprisonment in a charge of lu. 


nacy. His name was Jesus Ohrist. 
— 


Our Modest Reformed Presbyterian Friends. 


Because our government does not recognize the 
Christian religion the Reformed Presbyterians, suc. 
cessors to the old Scotch Covenanters or Came 
ronians, refuse to take part in electing officials or to 
recognize any Jaws or institutions which they con 
ceive to be inimical to those of the “kingdom of 
Christ.” This determination places them in a very 
peculiar position, and at the meeting of the synod in 
this city last week two measures were proposed to 
extricate them from the dilemma their religious 
obstinacy has led them into. The first was an over- 
ture by the United Presbyteriars to unite the two 
secta, and abrogate the statute forbidding the mem. 
bers of the Reformed church to vote for a candidate 
for political office who would be required to swear 
te uphold the federal Constitution. The second 
measure was the formal approval of a petition to 
Congress in favor of an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion recognizing the Christian religion, so that the 
signers of the petition may no longer feel obliged to 
forego the right of suffrage. The petition contained 
over two thousand names, and several delegates 
thought that members of other churches who disap. 
proved of a “Christless constitution” should be 
allowed to sign the petition. This would mean 8 
union with the National Reform Association, other- 
wise known as the God-in-the-Constitution party. 

That these Covenanters hav never been a very 
modest sect in their claims upon governments may 
be seen from the “Solemn League and Covenant" 
forced by them upon the government of Britain ip 
1650. According to Hallam the people were made 
to take an oath whereby they bound themselvs “ to 
preserve the Reformed religion in the Church of 
Scotland, in doctrin, worship, disciplin, and govern- 
ment, according to the word of God and prastice of 
the best Reformed churches; and to endeavcr to 
bring the churches of God in the three kingdoms to 
the nearest conjunction and uniformity in religion, 
confession of faith, form of church government, 
directory for worship, and catechising ; to endeavor, 
without respect of persons, the extirpation of popery, 
prelacy (that is, church government by archbishops 
and other ecclesiastical cfficers), and whatsoever 
should be found contrary to sound doctrin and the 
power of godliness ; to preserve the rights and priv 
ileges of the psrliaments, the liberties of the king- 
doms, and the king's person and authority in the 
preservation and defense of tho true religion and lib. 
erties of the kingdoms ; to endeavor the discovery of 
incendiaries and malignants who hinder the reforma- 
tion of religion and divide the king from his people, 
that they may be brought to punishment ; finally, to 
assist and defend all such as should enter into this 
covenant and not suffer themselvs to be withdrawn 
from it, whether to revolt to the opposit party or to 
giv in to a detestable indifference or neutrality.” 

Xt is evident that in sll ages, climes, snd places, 


the Reformed Presbyterians imagin that they hav a | real issue is a question as to the right of an honest man to 


valid claim to the earth. But, with due deference to 
their infallible interpretation of the word of God and 
consequent right to govern the world, we advise 
them to accept the overture of the United Presby- 
terians and abolish their rule in preference to wait- 
ing for a chance to vote till Congress puts Christ 
and the Christian religion into the Constitution. 
To accommodate a very few thousand Oameronians 
it is much to be doubted if it would bə wise to 
remodel our organis document and reverse the tradi- 
tion of the republic. In 1650 the Cameronians 
were in accord with the spirit of the age; in 1890 
they are just two hundred and forty years behind 


the times. : 
——— — 394 ——————— 


How It Fares with Mr. Harman. 

Mr. Harman has recovered from the illness con- 
sequent upon his advent in the prison at Lansing, 
Kan., and has been put to work in the kitehen. Mr. 
Swartz, the pro tem editor of Lucifer, visited him a 
few days ago and “found him in apparent good 
spirits, cheerful and hopeful in manner and in reason- 
ably good health." He is as firm as adamant, says 
Mr. Swartz, “in his belief that he has committed 
no crime, and does not back down an.inch from his 
position, nor does he want Lucifer to recede one iota 
from its policy and position.” 

The status of the case remains unchanged, and will 
until Mr. Overmyer argues his appeal, or the petitions 
are presented to the president. These petition- 
blanks can be procured from this office, or from Fair 
Play cr Lucifer, at Valley Falls, and also from the 
offices of Freethought, 838 Howard street, and go- 
ism, box 1678, San Francisco, Cal.; the Jndividual- 
ist, box ©, Highlands, Col; Pomeroy’s Advance 
Thought, 234. Broadway, and Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 
Lexington avenue, New York city; the Investigator, 
Paine Memorial Building, Boston, Mass.; the Zron- 
clad Age, Indianapolis, Ind.; the Plaindealer, 
Hastings, Mich.; Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville, Pu- 
laski county, Va., and Secular Thought, 35 Adelaide 
street East, Toronto, Ont. Thoseat Secular Thought 
office are for the use of its subscribers in the United 
States, as Canadian solicitation does not count with 
the authorities. Mr. Walker says: “Now lef us all 
get right down to work on business lines. Flippant 
criticisms and fierce denunciations of officials, saying 
nothing of impotent threats, can do no good and are 
sure to do much harm. A plain statewent of the 
facts with cogent reasonings from basic principles of 
individual rights and the constitutional guarantees 
therecf are fhe imperativ needs of the hour. The 
first thing to be done is to release Mr. Harmau from 
the living grave to which he was consigned in defi- 
ance of both law and justice.” That is good advice. 
Everyone in favor of having our courts administer 
only justice should get a few of these petitions and 


hav them numerously signed. 
a Re 


Mr. Heywood. 


We expected to be able in this issue to giv the 
whereabouts of Mr. Heywood, but are unable to, as 
the law’s proverbial delay prevents. As we go to 
press we do not know whether he is free, still on 
trial, or acquitted. The following letter from Mr. 
Heywood explains the situation: 


** PRriNOETON, Mass., June 6, 1890. 

* To raz Eprror or Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I appeared 
for trial in the United States circuit court, at Boston, June 
8d, but was postponed till the 4th, when Judge Nelson was 
unwell, and the case went over till Monday the 9th. Among 
other leading citizens, at the front, in defense, are Wm. I. 
Bowditch, Esq., the old antisiavery lawyer of Boston; A. E. 
Giles, Esq., of Hyde Park, and H. H. Bigelow, of Worcester. 
Rev. M. J. Savage, the ablest and most influential Unitarian 
clergyman in New England, sends mea vigorous and timely 
letter, of which I forward you this copy for publication: 


t *OgunOg or THE UNITY STUDY, 
** ! PEMBROKE STREET. Bosron, June 4, 1890 

tt My Dear Mr. Hgywoop : Understanding that you are 
in another legal contest over your right to express vour 
opinions I hasten to send you a word that you are at liberty 
to use as you aee fit. 

** * Were I not compelled to be in camp I would appear in 
person and speak in behalf of justice. 

** *I need not raise the question as to whether or not I 
agree with you in all your opinions or methods. It is a 
petty and narrow type of man who can agree to work only 
with Ais own personal echo. I wish. however, to say. as em- 
phaticallv as I can, that, in my judgment, it is either stupidity 
or something worse, that can charge you with intentions! 
obscenity. It looks like a petty persecution springing out 
of the narrowest religious bigotry, rather than a manly zeal 
for social purity. | 

** * Whether I could work in just your way or not, I believe 
you are true and manly in character, and are actuated by 
high and humane motivs. I trust that those having the 
matter in hand will be broad-minded enough to see that the 


speak his mind. Most sincerely, M. J. Savaaz. 


** At 9 a.m. to-morrow, June 7th, I hav to be in Boston to 
respond to the report of the grand jury in the state case 
pending. Hustling me from one case to another between 
* appearances,’ ‘ hearings,’ and ‘trials, they hardly giv me 
time to breathe—such is the impetuous Vice Society frenzy 
to hav me in prison again. With business mostly broken 
up, to make adequate defense in the court cases, save my 
family from actual suffering for food and clothes, and keep 
my own soul and body together, is indeed a task! Eight 
weeks now we hav been defrauded of our right to use the 
mails; not allowed to reach our subscribers and other friends 
by printed appeal; you can see, Mr. Editor, what power the 
foe has to strangle us. In behalf of the right of opinion, 
touching morals, physiology, and language, in me now in- 
vaded, will you not speak to your readers? We greatly 
need assistance in this unequal struggle and shall be glad 
indeed of all the aid friends can render. Thankful that you 
are giving so much space to pending cases, and trusting that 
more and more able men and women will stand up for lib- 
erty imperiled, Truly yours, E. H. Heywoop.” 


Mr. Heywood has said for himself what he prob- 
ably desired us to gay. Ere this is read his trial will 
be over. If convicted he will undoubtedly appeal, 
80 it is unlikely that he is in jail. 


MM tle Bn 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
For saying that & black statue of the Virgin found in a 
Roman Catholic church represented the Egyptian goddess 
Isis, and for remarks concerning the human nature of '* God,” 


Dr. Vaelhel, editor and lecturer, has been indicted for blas. 
phemy by the German authorities. z 


The eighteenth annual Congress of German Freethinkers 
was held in Hanover May 81st to June 2d. The most promi. 
nent Freethinkers present were Prof. L. Büchner, Dr. A. 
Specht, Dr. T. Voelkel, Dr. P. A. Rüdt, and Frau Hedrig 
Heinrich Wilhelmi. 


The Humboldt Freethought Society in Leipzig, Saxony, 
has been suppressed. It is the old tale of codoperation 
between the Christian church and the powers that be. 


Victor E. Lennstrand being liberated from prison after the 
inhuman, but very Christian, treatment had ruined his 
health, the Swedish authorities hav now directed their atten- 
tion to Henry V. Berghell, prohibiting him from giving cer- 
tain lectures. But as the prohibited lectures are for sale in 
bookstores, Mr. Berghell intends to ignore the order, and in 
spite of king and church will let the people into the secrets 
ot orthodoxy. 

One Day’s Domestic Religious Intelligence. 


The Rev. C. H. Gleason, formerly pastor of the Congre- 
gational church in Somers, Conn., has applied for absolute 
divorce from his wife on the ground of her infidelity. Soon 
after the death of his first wife he became ill, and decided to 
investigate the merits of the Christian science method of 
treatment. He went to Northampton, Mass., where he met 
a lady who was practicing the science cure, and eventually, 
to the surprise of his flock, he married her. A few months 
ago reports of an unpleasant character reached him. He 
did not credit them until after he had located in Boston, 
where such stories came to his ears that he decided to apply 
for a divorce. 


The prosecution closed its casa yesterday in the trial of 
Harris Smiler, the Salvation Army shouter, who killed one 
of his three wives at No. 284 Seventh avenue on April 3d, 
and the defense was opened by Lawyer William F. Hickey. 
The defense was first, that Smiler did not commit the mur. 
der, and that the evidence against him was purely circum- 


stantial; and second, that if he did commit the crime he was 
insane at the time. 


The secretary of the interior has received a telegram cor- 
roborating the report that a white man was recently mur- 
dered on the Tongue river reservation in Montana by the 
Northern Cheyenne Indians. The trouble, it is said, had its 
origin in an effort made by the agent to arrest & medicin 
man named Porcupine, who was exerting a very bad influ- 
ence among the Indians. Porcupine is a full-blooded Chey- 
enne of great intelligence, who is at present upon a tour of 
exhortation among the Indians. He assumes to be the fore- 
runner of a red messiah, who is shortly coming to wrest the 
land from the dominion of the white man and to restore the 
buffalo and deer to the plains and forests and the fish to the 
streams, as in the olden time. f 


The Rev. Dr. T. C. Carter, editor of the Methodist Advo- 
cate, Who two years ago received the solid vote of the South 
for bishop, is the defendant at Chattanooga, Tenn., in a 
church trial. The charges are made by the Rev. John 
Swiney, pastor of the Jasper circuit, and the Rev. R. S. 
Sampson. In their bill of complaint they allege that Dr. 
Carter, ‘‘ while attending a district conference at Pleasant 
Grove Church, Marion county, in June, 1887, and while walk- 
ing in company with Mary Ann Ramsey, now known as 
Mary Ann Nelson, after the close of the night service, put 
his arms around her, embraced her, expressed great admira- 
tion and affection for her, and solicited her to permit him to 
visit her in her room after bedtime.” It is further alleged in 
the specifications under the third charge, which accuses Dr. 
Carter of adultery, that the Nelson woman accepted his 
proposition, and that he left his room late at night and 
visited her in her room. The last charge is ‘subornation 
and corruption of witnesses.” The allegation is that on 
May 7th last Carter induced Mary Ann Nelson to assert that 
she was mistaken when she said he [Carter] was the mau 
who was with her, and that the man she meant was the Rev. 
Mr. Sampson; also that Carter procured other witnesses to 
swear falsely that Sampson was the man. Sampson is one 
of the complainants and was Carter’s room-mate at the time 
of the alleged offense. Since the date of the alleged adul- 
tery the woman in the case has been a disorderly character 
at Jasper, Tenn., although at that time she was living with 
her parents, with whom the two ministers were stopping 
that night. 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


Lg Raysvitie, Pa., May 16, 1890. 
Mr. Enrror: I esteem Tux TRUTH SEEKER highly. 
Yours, C. W. Sroouw.: 


StoorTon, Car., May 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please gend me two cartoon books. 
J. K. GannzrT. 


ErumsgTON, Mont., May 30, 1890. 
Me. Evrror: I am for Friend Heston’s cartoons. He does 
more good than writing. J. LAMBOTTE. 


Maairron, O., May 26, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: Incloged find $2, for which send me the 
“ Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” as soon as published. 
Yours truly, S. HUNT. 


Taney, IDa., May 5, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I must hav the paper anyway. I will! try to 
find some subscribers as soon as the spring work is done. 
Respectfully, Tsomas WEAVER. 


LisssviLLE, PA., May 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please fivd inclosed $2, for which please send 
me “The Freethinkers’ Pictorial '"fext-Book " as soon a8 
possible. D. C. THAYER. 


San Bernarpino, CaL., May 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I inclose $5—$3 for Taz TRUTH Sszxzn, 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL, and the rest you may 
apply however youlike. Ilike the pictures. 
Yours very truly, Maanus Hanson. 


Wzsr RüioBriELD, May 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I will soon send you $2 for the cartoon book, 
80 count me jn for one copy. I hav been trying hard to get 
a subscriber, but shall hav to take tbe paper alone. 
Ww. CURRIER. 


BrATTLE, Waen., May 17, 1890. 
Mz. Eviror: luclosed please find $5, out of which take 
enough to pay for the cartoon book and the ALmanao for 1890, 
and apply the balance where most needed to help along THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. H. L. YzsizR. 


NasBwaAxsi, N. B., May 26, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroa: I want the pictures continued on both sides, 
avd more if you can afford it. They are the only part of the 
paper some ignorant Christians care to look at. 1 will order 
one of the picture books soon. S. H. Giu. 


MIDDLEBURG, IND., May 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I wish to record two obituaries : Isaac Ivins 
was born Xept. 30, 1806; died Jan. 17, 1890. His wife, 
Mary E. Ivins, died March 6, 1889. They both died very 
suddenly. They died as they had lived, Freethinkers. He 
had taken Taz Teora Seeger ever since it was published, 
and taken many other Liberal books and papers. 
Yours truly, Mes. H. J. Ivins. 


Cuirron, Kan., May 30, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I send $2 for the cartoon book. The Farm- 
ers’ Alliance and Industrial Union are adding so to their num- 
bers here in Kansas that I think they will change the polit- 
ical complexion of things so that it will astonish the nativs. 
This bas been and is now the Republican banner state, but I 
think there will be a change for the better in the near future. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, Jonn C. Hanan. 


LomasrREET, GA., May 24, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I send a new subscriber. I hav nothing to 
say about illustrations, only this—the magnificent display of 
horsemanship by Colonel Ingersoll and Hon. W. E. Glad- 
stone was about the best, if not the best of all. Has Uncle 
: John Peck joined the church? His friends are inquiring for 
him. His sledgehammer blows count for something every 

time. Very truly yours, T. N. Mason. 


Bosron, Mass., April 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I get but little time to read, and do not see 
Tue TRUTA Sexes 88 much as I want to; but I feel more 
` pious if it is in the house. It is a missionary to otbers and 
that is some consolation. Iam too much in sympathy with 
Freethought not to do what little I can to help it along. 
Wishing you continued success, cordially, 
A sister truth seeker, C. FANNE ALLYN. 


: AsHLAND, Onz., May 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6 25, for which send 
me three copies of the picture book, and Ayer's Secular 
Funeral Handbook." I am an old man and am liable to 
pass in my checks some of these days, and I do not want 
- any preaching over me, for they will be sure to lie about me. 
Long life to Heston and success to our noble cause. 
Yours very truly, O. CooripaE. 


Paoirio, Mo., May 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: There appeared in Tue Truru SEEKER lately 
quite a number of articles attempting to expose the fallacy 
of Spiritualism, and that too with a spirit of confidence and 
arrogance which surpasses all warrant from present condi- 
tions, ¢.e., human life itself. This ‘‘ death ends all” theory 
—what an absurd, self-contradicting, misleading idea it is! 
If ‘death [so-called] ends all," how does one account for 
the complexity of object life and natures; the myriads of 
worlds, for man that thinks it, for man that reasons, for man 
that loves, that hates, that schemes and contrives, that de- 

rigna—in a word, for man of motiv and thought ? 
Yours truly, Aug. H. KRUGER. 


| will accomplish more good. 


Dreress, TEx., May 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I renew my subscription, and send twenty- 
five cents for the ANNUAL. It is & hard time on us to raise 
money here now, & our crop prospects are bad, owing to too 
much rain and flood. I think I can send you 8 new sub- 
scriber or two after a while, but money is too scarce now. I 
want the cartoon book, but do not send it until I remit the 
money for it. Tax TauTH BEEKER has become almost a 
necessity to me. I vote to keep up the cartoons if possible. 

Respectfully, J. L. Rogers. 


Minnzsora Laxe, Minn., May 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $6 for that noble journal, Ts» 
TRUTH SEEKER. I cannot get along without it. Mr. Hes- 
ton’s great work is volumes in the form of pictures. Take 
March 15th, ‘Some Ordinances of God,” and April 9th, 
** Work for the Faithful"—they could not be better done. 
And the Christian friends, I tell you, are knocked by them 
with such a force that a good many in our vicinity are com- 
mencing to think that a good many believers are yet in the 

period of monkeys or not far from it, to believe nonsense. 

Yours for liberty, E. S. Gurox. 

ManksvILLE, La., May 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Iam a constant reader of your most valu- 
able paper. 1 look for it with eager eyes every week. I hav 
been trying to get you some new subscribers, but the present 
high water prevents me on account of the stringency of 
money matters. We hav two churches in this neighborhood 
and no school; plenty of faith and no education. I hav 
seen four or five who say they intend to subscribe for THE 
TEUTH SEEKER as soon as they can get started with their 

crops. Respectfully, Lop. H. DANIEL. 


Sout BosqUE, TEx., May 28, 290. 
Mz. Eniros: Inclosed you will find $5 for renewal and 
Heston’s cartoon book. We vote for pictures on both front 
and back of Taz TrutH Srexrr by Heston, and some of 
the portraits of the leading Liberals inside. My children 
know more of the Bible from these pictures than most Sun- 
day-school scholars do, and it is properly taught, t.e., not 
with that reverential awe which the average Sunday-school 
teacher instils in their young minds. Long Av Tux TRUTH 

SEEKER, its present editor, and its artist. D. F. Marrs. 


ARAPAHOE, Nzs., May 25, 1890. 
Mz. EprrOR: I hav been trying to get a few recruits for 
the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, some of whom hav been 
stanch believers in that Holy Queer and his stale old book 
of miracles and ancientlies. Ihav given the new subscribera 
the benefit of your prices sent me, in order that the truth 
might be circulated among a would-be lot of preachers that 
we hav here, if they only knew how to be such, who some 
time in. the misty past hav mistaken the measles or & wind 
colic for & call to preach, and the result is a lot of yaller- 
legged-chicken eaters, ignorant and superstitious enough to 
believe that Jonah swallowed the whale instead of the whale 

swallowing Jonah, if the good book only told them go. 
WILLIAM Gara. 


. Port Huron, Mion., May 20, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: Ido not agree with your Materialistic views, 
but as the glacier was nature’s great plow to level the earth, 
for men to reap and sow, who can tell but that you are the 
instrument to tear up old theology by the roots, so that the 
children of earth can liv in peace? It is only a question of 
time before you will acknowledge the truth of the Spiritual 
philosophy. The forest must be cleared before the temple is 
erected. Hence I say, go on with your work of showing up 
the hypocrisy of the churches, as they pretend to be working 
for the other world, while they grab everything in this mun- 
dane sphere that they can lift and carry off. The criminal 
class multiply in the same ratio as the churches increase. 
The churches are the curse of this nation to-day, and you 
hav the moral courage toshow them up in their true selvs; 
therefore I will take your paperto help along the good work. 

Respectfully yours, W. E. LEONARD. 


Granron, Mo., May 23, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav been trying for some time to get 
another subscription for your valusble paper, but hav failed 
so far, though now I hav a new field to work in maybe I 
If you hav any subscribers in 
the towns whose names I inclose please let me know. Those 
three towns are all clore together. If there are any Liberals 
in either of them I want to know it, for they «re tbe kind of 
people I like to associate with. I will continue to giv out 
my papers as fast as I read them, and try to make as many 
converts as possible. Please let me know about what time 
the book of cartoons will be out, as I wish to hav a copy of 
it. I will do all I can here for the Liberal cause. I am not 
much acquainted here yet, but I will get so after a while. I 
think from the number of jozs-houees bere there are a great 

many professed Christians. J. W. MoCortom. 

Montesano, Wasu., May 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $18 and please send your 
valuable paper to the below-named new subscribers. Con- 
tinue the pictures, as they are the best educators for our 
cause. In a minute they do more work than the best orator 
could by a long speech. For the sake of humanity continue 
them. Our small place of two thousand inhabitants is grow- 
ing very fast, and a new element is coming, bringing new 
ideas, as our last city election showed. The power of the 
church is broken and Liberally inclined people are not now 
afraid any more to show their colors. In a few weeks we 
hope to hav Mr. C. B. Reynolds from Beattle here to giv 
some of his fine lectures to our reverends and their follow- 
ers, and by the fall I hope we will hav money enough to 


| and made fun of him. 


build & fine hall for our purposes. Hoping to be able to 
send you some more subscribers in the near future, I remain, 
‘Yours for truth, light, and liberty, Henry KNusT. 


BTEUBENVILLE, O., March 19, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: In your article on parochial schools, in THE 
Trorg Seexer of March ist, you say: “If the Catholics 
provide the schools at their own expense, they are certainly 
entitled to them and to send their children to them." This 
we admit. - If they want religious schools, all right; but the 
state gupplies secular schools for all and claims the right to 
compel attendance there, and should hav it enforced against 
a religious school established with the acknowledged put- 
pose of breaking up the secular school system. Let the pub: 
lic school be entirely secular. Let no Bible-reading be 
allowed to offend Catholic, Agnostic, or Jew, and then com- 
pel the attendance of all children, or children of all, and let 
those who wish their children to attend religious schools 
send them there at other hours. This can be done by state 
laws and stil the schools can be run by local boards, and 
even if the priests did get a majority of the school board, 
the state law would bring them up standing if they attempted 
to introduce any of their religious mummery in the public 
schools. Jno. Downes, 


LxzoAsstA, Fua., May 24, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Although past threescore and ten I am yet a 
boy, not having been to bed for sickness for sixty years. I 
had nine brothers and sisters that prayed to God and trusted 
in Jesus; they are all dead many years ago. But I early 
learned that God was a myth, always too far off to aid ono 
in anything, and Jesus was a dead Jew. But the forces of 
nature were ever present; these I learned to subject to my 
use, and consequently hav always enjoyed good health and 
prospered. 

My first lesson in seeking truth was to study space. 
Space has no end. And it always existed. Electric force 
always existed and consequently is the author of everything 
in space. No God could possibly create the universe. If 
one God, & million would be required. 

Yet I am very religious. My religion is, to make my 
neighbors happy. When I hav succeeded in this I am feel- 
ing splendid. Al other religions are frauds. 

Inclosed find $5— $2 for the book of pictures when done 
and $3 for Tax Trura SEEKER. May Heston and Peck liv 
8 century to paint and ‘‘ Peck ” 'em. 

Yours ever in truth, W. B. Raprorp, M.D. 


Twin Movunp, Kan., April 28, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: I intended to send my subscription some 
time before it became due, but the legalized bandits who 
hold a mortgage on my farm sent me notice that if the inter- 
est was not paid when due, they would eject me. I do not 
propose to worry over my grievance, when we vote year 
after year to perpetuate a system of legal banditism. Peo- 
ple who call themselvs free ought to blush that they are 
willing slaves to a system that robs them of the fruits of 
their industry. But if we suffer in this world we hav the 
eatisfection of knowing that we will hav a good tite beyond 
the river, while those who hav robbed us weare to enjoy the 
sweet revenge of seeing drift leeward in the roaring, flaming 
tide of hell. My authority for the retributiv justice that 
awaits these moneyed sharks is Jesus, and of course I cannot 
be wrong, as Christians tell us he never lied. Then look at 
me, an ignorant old farmer, walking down the streets of the 
New Jerusalem, that on earth was only fit to be a chamber- 
maid for hogs and cattle—see me with my new regimentals 
on, squinting over my larboard side to see their torture. 

Mr. Editor, accept my sincere thanks for the manly stand 
you hav taken in exposing the hidden deformities of that 
curse of curses, the Catholic church. ALEX. MoBBIDE. 


EsoanaBa, Mion., May 29, 1800. 

Mz. Epiroz: Iam a French Canadian, just four years in 
this country. Ihavtaken my first papers out, and I like the 
United States flag. I was a Roman Catholic four years ago. 
I was inclined to read history every day, and all kinds of 
books, including the Bible, but was not able to get much 
learning. But Tus TRUTH BzzxzE came in my reach one 
day through my friend Mr. James McWilliams, from Glad- 
stone, Mich. I found it the best paper that ever I saw or 
read. My surroundings were not favorable to improve my 
mind in the least. By reading THE 'TRuTH SEEKER I am 
given some chance. 

Now I will tel] you about a lecture here by an air. pilot, 
Colonel Copeland, on ‘ The Mistakes of Bob." He got up 
&nd commenced to speak ill of Robt. G. Ingersoll, the great- 
est man of the world, and told some of his stories about the 
rib of Adam and about the windows of heaven being open, 
I kept looking at him all the time to 
take it all in, and I would grind my teeth with anger and say 
to myself, If he was here you would not make 80 much fun. 
lf you see Colonel Ingersoll ask him if he is sleeping, or 
what is the matter, to allow such sky-pilots to talk about 
him. I hav read his works and I know that if he had been 
here he could hav plucked the goose very easily. Iam going 
to take THz TRUTH SEEKER. Mark me down as an Infidel in 
the first degree and put my name in full and do not fear. 

lsAnoRE GoULETTE. 


Bronsron, Ky., May 25, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I am glad to see that Ex-Rev. J. N. Maxey 
understands my letter of January 1st better than Mr. Moot, 
and still Maxey takes in only half the truth of my position. 
Ex. Rev. Mr. Maxey is a writer whose letters I am generally 
pleased with, but in his letter of March 11th he certainly 
makes a mistake in saying that he knows that there is no 
God. He says, ‘‘ But in this case I think I can giv logical 
and satisfactory reasons why and how I know there is no 
God." Mr. Maxey then proceeds and givs ample and satis- 
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factory evidence for the faith tbat is in him, or theologically 
for hia lack of faith, but not & bit of evidence that would 
justify knowledge. Now I will giv a simple rule that I think 
is incontrovertible, which is this, If you believe a thing, you 
do not know it, and if you know it, you do not believe it. 
Faith ends exactly where knowledge begins. A man can 
truthfully say, I no longer believe it to be so because I know 
it to be 80. 

Now, I hav for a long time thought that a great drawback 
to science, knowledge, and the happiness of man is the 
honest belief of the masses in the efficacy of prayer. This 
is Sunday, and I hav no doubt that there are hundreds of 
thousands of people here in the United States on their knees 
talking to God, asking him to giv them health, long life, 
and happiness. And just think, if such an individual as the 
Christian's God does not exist, how long and how far we hav 
been traveling the wrong road. Hence I call on the preach- 
ers, the world over, to establish beyond controversy the ex- 
istence of God. J. N. Brown. 


ViNELAND, N. J., May 27, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav just been reading the story of '* An 
Amateur Preacher” in your issue of May 24th, and it has 
put me in an admirably jolly mood for a man who has just 
passed his eighty-ninth year. I do not think I hav laughed 
so heartily over any other article for twenty years. It has 
carried my mind back to the hell-fire sermons that I used to 
hear when a lad, and preached over to the boys in our sports 
after ‘‘ metin’ ;" and it follows the track of the parsons and 
shows up their. character so accurately, itisa gem that ought 
to be read in every family. 

I hope Parson Stiggins will return to his missionary work, 
and giv us the history of his travels, for the benefit not 
only of this, but of future generations. It would become 
more and more instructiv and amusing as the priesthood of 
all sects die out, as they certainly will in a few generations 
from this. f 

One thing more—I wish you to giv us your definition of the 
words Christian and Christianity. I hav always understood 
that Christian meant one who followed Christ, and that 
Christianity meant the doctrin that he preached. If this 
is your definition of these words, then you or Mr. Heston 
hav made a mistake, for in the same issue of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER you hav pictures labeled Christian gibbet, Christian 
wheel, etc. Now, whether Christ was God, man, or myth, 
he never used nor ordered others to use such instruments 
of torture, and it seems to me unfair to giv them his name. 
We often read of Christian churches, when, if the word 
Christian means a church that obeys Christ's teachings, there 
is not such & church on earth, and I hav long thought we 
ought to hav new words to represent such churches, and not 
disgrace Christ, even if he is a myth, by calling them by his 
name. 

Though Christ had an idea that there was a hell for the 
wicked after death, he was far in advance of the wholesale 
murderer Moses, the Catholics, Puritans, and others who 
used those instruments, and his name ought not to be mixed 
with theirs. 

We hear of Christian ministers; but if Christ ever lived 
and said what the New Testament says, he did not speak the 
truth. I can prove that every one of the eighty thousand 
clergymen of all sects in this nation who make preaching a 
trade, are on their way to everlasting fire, and I challenge 
any one of the eighty thousand to enter a discussion with me 
on the subject in any paper that will fairly publish both 
sides; and yet Christ never used any of those instruments of 
torture to force people to believe him, as his pretended fol- 
lowers hav done. 

Please tell us what you mean by the words Christian and 
Christianity, or giv us new words in their place. 

: Sincerely yours, J. Hacker. 


SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS HOME, 
Quinoy, IrL., May 26, Bm. 290. 

Mr. Epiror: As I am at leisure, having abundant oppor- 
tunity to labor for the advancement of the noble cause of 
Freethought and the grand old Truru SEEKER; and as I 
am associated with men of every shade of belief, race, rank, 
and color, who are constantly going and coming, and I con- 
sequently mingle with varied society, I trust I &m accom- 
plishing much good in sbaking the faith of hundreds— while 
in turn they think I am as bad as Ingersoll, if not quite as 
influential. I am constantly advised by my friends, and 
chid, implored, and threatened by my &dveresries, to desist 
from the ultra course 1 take in ridiculing eacred things, 
falsely so called. I am much pleased, in several of the 
“ Letters from Friends," in the last issue of your inestimable 
paper, to see so many taking such a bold position. One day 
last week, as I was feeling uncommonly bad, I thought I 
would do well to write my funeral memorial, which I did, 
and speaking of it in the presence of others, one comrade 
desired to read it, to which I assented. As he read it aloud, 
criticising its grammar and commenting, one man protested, 
while the majority applauded him for his vituperation, ridi- 
cule, and abuse. When through reading it he threatened 
my life, &nd threw my manuscript on thc floor. I will here 
giv a synopsis: 

. Soldiers’ and Sailor’ Home, Quincy, IU.—A dying request: 
I hereby earnestly protest against auyone who believes in 
revelation, or who has any reverence for the Bible or the 
Bible God. officiating as chaplain at my burial. But if there 
is anyone known as an Infidel or Atheist, I hope the follow- 
ing may be taken asa basis for what remarks he may choose 
to make. 

J. N. Maxey was born near Alton, Madison county, IIl. 
When four years of'age his parents removed to Bond county, 
Il They were Methodist; his father subsequently joined 
the Baptist church simply for convenience's sake. The sub- 
ject of this memoir was from his youth deep!y interested in 
religious subjects, and gave much attention to seading and 


discussing the Bible, believing it because he was taught to, 
suppressing reason. As his parents died when he was in his 
teens and he was thrown into varied society, he was thrown 
with a variety of churches, viż., the Presbyterian, Meth- 
odist, and Baptist, being an exhorter and then a preacher. 
But as he became better acquainted with logic, the Bible, 
and the manner in which professors of theology attempted 
to explain away cavils, he became convinced that the Bible 
is a humbug, teaching a corrupting atonement and false 
morality. Here is what he says: “The Bible is the sworn 
enemy of philosophy, the persecutor of science, discouraging 
education, making hypocrisy a foul means to popularity and 
Christianity a handmaid for evil in disguise, corrupting the 
innocent and inexperienced vntil injustice is thought to be 
justice.” And because Mr. Maxey made these discoveries 
and published them, because he loved truth and justice more 
than self and hypocrisy, he is despised. Within the church 
none are too ignorant to judge; none who hav offended the 
church are too good to malign, none too generous to mis- 
treat, if it be so directed by church or priest. 


Ex-Rev. Jos. N. Maxey. 


Marion, Conn., May 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epnrrok: He who suppresses a fact is a liar. The 
grocer informeth not concerning the sand in his sugar. The 
milkman sayeth not his milk is watered. And the parson 
preacheth not the defect# of his religion. The professors of 
theology tell us Darwin is in hell. In my estimation that 
man was perfectly free from prejudice. He displayed the 
facts to prove his theory, and also stated all the objections 
he had discovered. In this respect, if in nothing more, 
Darwin was never equaled by priest or minister. There is 
not a clergyman in the world who, if he knows anything 
outside of faith, does not know that the objections against 
supernatural religion are serious. That the Christian’s Bible 
isa vast mass of grave and comical errors; that the record 
of Christianity is black as midnight, with only an occasional 
star of humanity visible, and that Infidels hav lived honest 
lives and died peaceful deaths, are facts well known to most 
of the clergy. The clergy apparently desire the people to 
believe as truth three falsehoods, viz.: 1. That the Bible is 
God’s word, and is strictly true; that is to say, therein is not 
a mistake or an inconsistency. 2. That Christianity is a 
most beautiful religion; that it has enlightened this world, 
and filled it with happiness. 3. That Infidels are neither 
honest nor intelligent, and that they usually die most horri- 
ble deaths. Now, if our ministers of the gospel are honest 
men, let them unanimously undeceive the people. Let us 
hav one Sabbath when from every pulpit in this land words 
shall issue in substance as follows: ‘‘ My hearers: We are 
aware that the majority of you hav all your lives believed as 
follows: 1. That the Bible is God’s revelation to man, and 
contaius no erroneous matter. 2. That Christianity is a 
splendid and harmless religion, and has been the only means 
by which the world has been enlightened and life made joy- 
ous. 8. That Infidels are generally ignorant and dishonest, 
and usually die frightful deaths. My friends, I am here to 
dissipate these beliefs. We hav allowed you to believe too 
long these untruths. The Bible is God’s word, but in it are 
many foolish mistakes [here let the parson cite a few of the 
biggest lies, or rather productions of ignorance, he knows 
are in God's word). The very prevalent notion that our only 
true religion is perfectly harmless, we are sorry to state, can 
not be proved by history {now let the clergyman talk a little 
on the true relationship Christianity has borne to human 
slavery, both bodily and mental ; also please tell your hearers 
of some of the bloody persecutions your religion has been 
the cause of]. That we hav deceived you regarding the In- 
fidels I now propose to illustrate.” Giv it to them strong. 
Tell of the good Paine has done them. Tell them about the 
Infidel Abolitionists. In fact, tell them all you know relat- 
ing to all the great good Infidels. And be sure and certify 
that Infidels die as resignedly as do Christians. 

Now, my dear ministers, I hardly think you will follow 
my suggestions, for ** the simple believeth every word.” If 
some parsons I know of should do as I request, they would 
lose their salary, because their congregations through listen- 
ing to my reverend friends are so firmly impressed that the 
Bible is strictly true, that Christianity has ever been content- 
ment, and that Infidels are vicious sneaks, and die in agony 
terrific, that such a revulsion of feeling would come over 
them as to cause them to desert their religion, thereby losing 
their souls. So you see it is best to let a vast horde of be- 
lievers believe away. What we workingmen need are facts, 
work, and justice, in the place of faith, hope, and charity. 
We find in Colonel Ingersoll’s eloquent expressions better 
food for mind than in those brays of certain theological 
asses. And we hav arrived at the conclusion that he who 
dies that some foo] may liv isa bigger fool than the survivor. 
We hate the orthodox religion. We hate the hypocrisy of 
these ‘‘ sacred ” scamps, who vociferously shout and whack 
pulpits (to direct attention from what they are saying) and 
say nothing of any particular value to us producers. 

Epwin N. BEEOHER. 


OnzgoNTA, N. Y., May 28, 1890. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find an article cut from the World 
of May 26:h, which interested me very much, forI hav been 
reading in The Truru SEEKERS of 1888 and 1889 the letters 
from Elmina Slenker, W. H. Burr. and others: 


Parkerspure, W. Va., May 25.—'' This is where Diss 
Debar kept his ghosts handy,” said President Beckwith, of 
the county court, the other day when he found a trap-door 
in his residence. Tae house is one formerly occupied by 
the much-heard-of “Gen.” J. H. Diss Debar, who, with 
Mme. Messant, the alleged daughter of Lola Montez, created 
a sensation in New York by their ‘‘ spook pictures” some 
time ago. Diss De Bar was a Spiritualist and dabbled in the 
occult art while here. His :ĉances were attended by many 
well-known people of this city, and his apparitions, spirit 
rappings, and other mysterious performances at that time 
caused general comment and wonder. No one could imagin 


the key to his mysteries until a few days ago, when Judge 
Beckwith’s family were taking up a carpet in the large roont 
used by Diss Debar during his séances. Judge Beckwith 
happened to notice that the floor seemed to hav been laid iw 
sections, and upon closer investigation found that in the 
middle, or near the center of the room, where Diss Debar's 
cabinet stood, a large piece of flooring five feet long and 
several feet wide had been once eut out and replaced. Rua- 
ning along the walls of the basement was an outside web of 
wire. Judge Beckwith had known Diss Debar when here 
and satisfied himself that it was by these means he pro- 
duced spirits at will and eluded detection. 


If death does not end all and there is a spirit land, the 
query is, can the inhabitants of that land appear to the 
inhabitants of this earth? I am a skeptic, and the letters 
from many Spiritualists hav so far given me no reason to be 
otherwise. Some of the writers try hard enough, by means 
of a great deal of talk and little to the point, to make con- 
verts, thus aiding mediums, and themselvs, perhaps, in the 
accumulation of the almighty dollar. Many are-being hum- 
bugged, the mediums and their satellites laughing at such 
credulity, though working for it and enjoying the fruits 
thereof. 

While in Washington some weeks ago I attended & séance. 
Fee, $1; twelve in attendance. One, at least, in the circle 
was in collusion with the medium, to impress upon us the 
truth in Spiritual phenomena. They succeeded in impress 
ing my friend.and me with this fact—that the whole perform- 
ance was a fraud, and that the perpetrators ought to hav 
been dealt with accordingly. 

If Spiritualists, whether believers in their mediums for 
gain or otherwise, wish to impress the people st large that 
they are not impostors, they will hav to get up something 
new--something that does not look so terribly like juggling. 
If there are spirits they certainly hav no reason to be very 
proud of themselvs, for they seem to enjoy working in the 
dark and in an under-the-table, behind. the-curtain way, and 
never anxious to meet their earthly friends honestly under 
honest conditions, and to be at the beck of mediums, many 
of them without character. How can any of us ever desire 
to become a spirit and to dwell in a spirit land ? 

O spirits! Turn over a new leaf. Giv us a reason to be 
proud of you. Do away with the curtains, the covered 
slates, etc. Then tell us something worth the knowing— 
something to make this world, to some of us, at least, not. 
seem ‘‘ an empty dream.” C. L. Mitten. 


Newark, N. J., March 22, 1890. 

Mz. EnrroR: About one month ago, I went to the town 
of Carlstadt, N. J., a German settlement. I went in a store 
to drum trade, and overheard the following conversation 
between two German women. One of them I was acquainted 
with, having sold her goods before. The stranger said to 
my acquaintance: ‘‘ Last fall I lost my son. He had been 
sick a long time with consumption. Just before he died he 
desired to sit in the easy chair by the window, and looking 
at an apple drop from the tree he turned his head and said, 
* Mother, do you believe that when we die we go to heaven ” 
I answered him, ‘ Yes, my child, we all meet there if we 
are pure and good.’ ‘Well,’ he answered me, ‘I hope it 
may be so, for I should like to meet my dear mamma and 
papa, but I don’t believe it? ‘Why don't you believe it, 
Otto?” I inquired with tears in my eyes. He said, ‘Don’t 
cry, mamma, and I will tell you. I hav just seen an apple 
drop from that tree, and I hav never seen fruit drop til? 
ripe, and when it once falls I hav never seen an apple go 
back to the tree again, or any Open graves where people are 
buried.’” I said, ‘‘ Excuse me for interrupting you, but K 
should like to know how old your son was.” She answered, 
‘¢ Twelve years, sir.” I told her he was a remarkable child 
for his age. I then asked her if she believed what she told 
her son about going to heaven. She answered, ‘‘No. I 
wanted to reconcile his mind for a change, for he knew he 
could not liv long." ‘* Then I suppose the child had heard 
you and your husband talk against churches." She an- 
swered: "No; I always tried to impress my children to 
believe in a future, although I was not a strict church.going 
woman. I paid for a pew by the year, but since we hav 
retired from business I hav stopped paying pew rent, for it 
was business for me as well as the priest "—and pointing to 
a funeral of a man who was killed on the railroad —'* You 
see, sir, that body has just had a high requiem said for the 
repose of his soul. The priest prays and works for money, 
and God gets the soul. The priest has the best of the bar- 
gain.” I then handed the lady a TRUTH SZEKER and told 
the lady that kept the store that I would bring up a dozen 
more to-morrow. She tharked me, and, true to my word, 
I carried up the papers. She said: “I don't see why the 
Editor doesn't publish half his paper in German." They 
had been reading the one I gave them. I answered them 
that it would be a good idea to do so, for Germany is a laud 
of intelligence and a land of song, and there are no: miny 
Germans that cannot read. She said, * I will read thse 
papers and I think we will subscribe for the paper." I told 
her if she knew any friends to giv her copies to them when 
she got through with them, as I always giv my papers away. 
I hav given three away to-day. 

Now, one word more and I am done. I ran against an 
Irish Catholic woman, married to a literary gentleman of 
education. She was drinking her beer when I entered her 
door. She asked me if I would hav 8 glass of the aloes. 
I told her I did not mind, so she poured out the beverage 
and poured out her mind on family affairs. She said her 
husband was a Protestant and did not believe in aay relig- 
ion. He was older than she was and the priest told her her 
husband was too old for her; that her burden was great, but 
she would hav to carry it, and he felt sorry for her. I told 
her the priest was talking for himself. I asked her how old 
the priest was. She answered, about forty. ahout her age. 
And I felt sorry for her husband. W. W. Mozzs. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communfoations for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Peter, Pampkin-eater. 


Peter, Peter, pumpkin-eater; 

Had a wife and couldn’t keep her. 
He loved her well, as all can tell, 
But with her he could never dwell. 


Peter, Peter, pumpkin-eater; 

Also had nine children, sweeter 
Than all else the world beside, 

Yet with them he could ne’er abide. 


Ho was a sailor, bold and free, 

He compassed land and skipped the sea. 
When home he came he could not stay 
What seemed to him but one short day. 


Then off again the world to roam, 

Ho gailed o’er billows and through foam, 
A lonely wreck of human joy, 

Since when he was a sailor boy. 


But now at home, he’s ceased to roam; 
Bis wife and children round him come. 
With brothers, sisters, friends, and all, 
He livs content without a squall. 
to ——————. 
Elf Song. 


I twist the toes of the birds a-doze, 
I tinkle the dew bells bright; 
I chuck the chin of the dimpled rose 
Till she laughs in the stars’ dim light. 
The glow-worm’s lamp I hide in the damp, 
Istealthe wild bee's sting ; 
I pinch the toad till his legs are scramp, 
And clip the beetle’s wing. 
O ho! O hey! 
My pranks I play 
With never a note of warning. 


I set a snare for the moonbeams fair 
All wrought of spider- web twine; 
I tangle the naughty children’s hair 
In a snarl of rare design. 
I flit through the house without any noise, 
There's never an elf so Bly; 
I break the toys of bad little boys 
And the cross little girls who ory. 
O hey ! O ho! 
I work them woe; 
Till crows the cock in the morning. 
—Samuei Minton Peck in St. Nicholas. 
eoe 
Corner Gospel. 


EARN WHAT YOU SPEND. 

The sweetest bread is that which is earned 
by the sweat of the brow. ‘Try it and see for 
yourself. Earn something. As soon as & 
child is able he should work a little. He 
8hould learn to be helpful in some-way. Play 
is very attractiv to boys and girls, but they 
should not play all the time. 

If it is true that **all work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy,” it is also a fact that 
all play and no work often makes Jack a bad 
boy. So the two should be combined, some 
work and some play. 

Jack can attend to the garden, somewhat ; 
he may, if he is a farmer’s son, hav a little 

` garden of his own. The vegetables that grow 
in that garden, planted and cared for by his 
own two bands, will hav a fine flavor. 

Jack can get the kindlings for the fire, bring 
in the coal, blacker his papa’s boots, amuse 
the baby, keep his room in order, and, in fact, 
be of assistance in many ways. There are 
many chores that he may do to prove his 
kindly and generous disposition. 

I once knew & boy who earned money in & 
small way by saving all the bits of brass, lead, 
copper, etc., that came in his way. He sold 
jt one day, the first that he had collected, to 
a tin-pedler. The vender had many pretty 
toys to please a little boy, but what do you 
suppose this boy bought with hís first money? 
Among the articles displayed in the wagon of 
the pedler was a tiny tin pail, painted red, 
aod upon it in gilt letters were these two 
words, ' Good Girl.” Henry—that was the 
boy's name—fancied this pail and purchased 
it for the sum of eight cents. With a great 
joy in his heart he placed the little toy in the 
hands of his sister. ‘‘It’s for you,” he said, 
“for you.” “I earned the money myself,” 
he continued, with proud consciousness, 
while his great eyes sparkled with a pure 
delight, ** and I didn't want to buy things for 
myself, but something for you." 

This act revealed a generous disposition, 

' and it made happiness for two little child 
hearts. 

It is right for cbildren to hav pocket money, 
some to spend as they please, but it is better 
that they should’ render some equivalent for 
it—earn it in some good way. 

` It makes them respect themselvs. For & 
parent to take & child's money that the child 
has earned, to buy something for the house, 
is not in good taste. "The child feels robbed. 


But it would be quite proper for the child 


to do that voluntarily, if he so desired. No 
two hav any business to become parents 
unless able to feed, clothe, and educate their 
children. 

An aged man told me the other day that 
he well remembered in his boyhood being 
at one time the proud possessor of a silver 
half dollar, the result of his own hard labor. 
His father kept it for him until July 4th, 
when he and his brothers went downtown 
with their father to see the procession. 

What did this father do but take his Rob- 
bie's half dollar and buy some cherries, which 
he distributed among the boys. He did this 
without consulting Robbie, and the child 
naturally felt a great sense of wrong and in- 
justice at the act. He could not taste the 
cherries, and wondered the fruit did not 
chokethe others. When he went back home 
he sought a nook all by himself in the barn, 
and gave vent to his injured feelings in & 
good cry, and he never quite got over the in- 
sult, for insult it was, and always wished his 
father had been more thoughtful of his little 
son's money—all he then had in the world. 

Nothing is gained by treating children as 
inferiors. Self respect and self-dependence 
are important factors in the formation of good 
character. That which we would not like 
done to ourselvs we hav no right to do to 
another, certainly not to a child. 

Prudence and economy are good traits to 
possess, but when carried to excess, they are 
harmful and injurious. Wise counsel is 
good; example is better. Parents should be 
themselvs what they would like to see their 
children become. 

It is good to hav money to spend; better 
still is it to earn that which you spend. 

S.H. W. 


a 
They Got the Seent. 

There is a miserly old lady living in Osh- 
kosh who, it is believed, judging from cir- 
cumstances, has chests and chests of gold 
secreted in her house somewhere. She is so 
penurious and hates to part with her money 
so bad, that when she is compelled from 
absolute necessity to buy the necessaries of 
life she walks to the store farthest from her 
house so that she can keep in her possession 
the money that must be spent for food a little 
longer, and pays for her purchase with more 
reluctance than Isaac of York could command 
while parting with his gold. 

It was told of this old lady that one day, 
while counting over some money, a five-cent 
piece dropped in a big wood-box filled with 
wood, shavings, etc. She searched for an 
hour in vain, and was almost distracted by 
the loss, when a bright thought struck her. 
She would hav a couple of little boys, who 
were playing near the house, seek it. Ac- 
cordingly she called them in and told them if 
they would find the money which had dropped 
in the wood-box she would giv them each a 
cent. The youngsters, eager to earn the 
price of a stick of candy, went willingly to 
work, and after hunting for about two hours, 
gave a howl of delight when they discovered 
the missing coin. 

The old woman eagerly snatched it from 
them, and, after carefully depositing it in her 
pocketbook, called them dear little children 
and said they well earned their reward. She 
then went into another room, brought out a 
bottle that had once been filled with perfume, 
and gave each one of the boys a scent of the 
lingering odor, after which she called them 
dear little darlings again and told them to run 
away now and play. The little fellows were 
80 overwhelmed with gratitude at the old 
lady’s munificence that they kindly thanked 


her in their abstraction.— Oshkosh Times, 
—_—_——_s+2e—_____——. 


Parallel Stories, 

There is a touchingly beautiful story told 
of Maurice de Sully, afterward bishop of 
Paris, to the effect that shortly after he had 
been appointed canon and archdeacon an old 
woman, clothed in drugget, with a white 
staff in her hand, entered the city and inquired 
of any whom she met where she might find 
her son, Dr. Maurice. Some ladies, fearing 
thatthe new dignitary might feel humiliated 
if he fell in with his mother so shabbily 
dressed, attired her in rich habiliments, 
threw a costly mantle over her, and then con- 
ducted her to his residence. 

But the archdeacon refused to recognize 
her in those borrowed plumes. “My 
mother,” said he, ‘‘is a poor woman who 
never wears anything better than a gown of 
drugget.” They were obliged to take her 


away and restore her original clothes, after 
which they returned to the house of Dr. 
Maurice, who, at the time, was the center of 
a brilliant assembly. The moment he caught 


sight of her he advanced with the greatest 
reverence, and embraced her, saying: ‘‘ This 
is indeed my mother.” But precisely the 
aame story is told of Pope Sixtus V. and his 
sister Camilla, whom the cardinals had caused 
to be decked out in magnificent array, to be 
presented to the new pope after his exalta- 


tion. 
—— —— À9-8-9—— — ——- 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

A gentleman asked a little girl what it was 
that made one feel so funny when another 
tickled him. “I suppose it is the laugh 
creeping over him,” was the instant reply. 

Sunday-school teacher: “Now you may 
ask any question you like.” (Little boy in 
the back row holds up his hand.) Teacher: 
* Well, Willie, what is it?” Willie: ‘‘Be 
we goin’ to hav a picnic this year?” : 

' Why don't you wash the bottom of your 
feet, Johnny ?" asked a grandmother of a boy 
who was performing the operation before 
retiring for the night. '* Why, granny, ye 
doesn't think I'se going to stand up in bed, 
does-ye ?" replied Johnny. 

A little girl being sent to a store to pur- 
chase some dyestuff, and forgetting the name 
of the article, said to the clerk: tt John, what 
do folks dye with?" ‘Die with? Why, 
cholera, sometimes," replied Johu. ‘“ Well, 
I believe that’s the name. I want three 
cents’ worth.” 

** You see, grandma, we perforate an aper- 
ture in the apex, and a corresponding aper- 
ture in the base ; and by applying the egg to 
the lips and forcibly inhaling the breath, the 
shell is entirely discharged of its contents.” 
** Bless my soul," cried the old lady, ** what 
wonderful improvements they do make! 
Now, in my young days we just made a hole 


at each end and sucked.” 
eor 


Lighting a Pipe with Ice. 

Last winter quite a little excitement was 
caused among a party of skaters on the Ser- 
pentine river, England, by one of the party 
making 8 lens of ice and lighting the pipes of 
the others. This reminds the writer that this 
curious experiment was first brought before 
the public by Dr. Scoresby, who, when in the 
polar regions, to the great astonishment of 
his companions, who did not understand why 
the ice did not freeze the solar rays, performed 
the same remarkable feat. 

It may also be worthy of remark that Pro- 
fessor Tyndall, when a tutor in the Royal 
Institution, on several occasions set fire to 
little heaps of gunpowder with rays from an 
electric arc concentrated upon the powder by 
lens of ice. His explanation was that, al- 
though ice gbsorbs rays of certain waves of 
light and is gradually melted thereby, other 
waves are not absorbed, and these latter pro- 
duce the heating effect at the focus of the 
lens. It is wholly a question of the relativ 
motions of the molecules of frozen water and 
the motions of the waves of light. 


Correfbondence. 


Coama, ALA., May 26, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I hav never written to 
the Children's Corner. I am nine years old 
&nd hav never been to school My sister 
teaches me at home. I love to read the Chil- 
dren's Corner and look at the pictures. I 
love to hear my sister read in Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER. I study in the Third Reader and 
study spelling and arithmetic. I never go to 
church, for I get tired of hearing them pray 

and preach. 
Your little friend, H. BRANTLY Warp. 


CoariNG, ALA., May 26, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner. I am seven years old. 
Papa takes Taz TRUTH BEEKER. I like the 
pictures. They are so nice. I hav never 
been to school; I study at home. It is rain- 
ing to-day. All the people here are Chris- 
tians and they don’t like us because we are 
Infidels. I wish that there were some Liber- 
als living here. I liv on a farm and can help 
papa work some. I am going to study hard, 
and when I become & man I want to lecture 
for Freethought. 
Your little Liberal friend, Joan Warp. 


Fasos, N. Y., May 25, 1890. 

Eprrog or Tue Corner, Aunt Susan: T 
wrote & letter some months ago and invited 
the young people of our Corner to write to 
me, and I was made happy by receiving 
many excellent letters, most of whose writers 
I am still corresponding with. 

I also received a number of beautiful 
autograph cards with my name stamped upon 
them from one of those new-found friends. 
As I never heard again from that correspond- 
ent, I fear my letter of thanks was never 
received. I hope it was, as I certainly wish 
to acknowledge such kindness. 

I write now to say that I will send a pencil 
drawing, of my own work, on cards six by 
seven in size, of R. G. Ingersoll, Robert 
Burns, Susan H. Wixon, and J. E. Remsburg. 
I will send any one of the four for twenty- 
five cents in etamps and a stamp for mailing. 


I had & number of birthday presents. 
Among them was ‘All in a Lifetime," and 
* Summer Days," by S. H. Wixon. I am 
delighted with them, and wish all the Liberal 
young people could read them. 

I read the letter of Miss Daisy Suter in THE 
Truru Szzxzn of May 9,1890. She livs in 
Turkey, in that far-off land. I would like to 
correspond with Daisy. If she writes me a 
letter I will answer it. 

I fear my letter is too long already. 

Good-bye, Er»4A 8. BILLINGS. 

P. 8.—Your ** Summer Days at Onset” is 
grand, and it makes me feel as though I must 
go to Onset. I hav been to Staten and Coney 
Islands. I shall always love the writer of 
such lovely books as ‘‘ All in a Lifetime” 
and ‘‘Summer Days.” Good-bye, ELDA. 
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BIBLE OF TO-DAY. 
By Joun W. Cuapwick. 


This is a condensed result of the scientific criti- 
cisms of the separate books of tho Bible. 


Price, $1.50, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE i4, i890. 


© 
A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rienoe. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very oritical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two 8Y8- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 18mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A OOMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
akill.—ILiterary World. __ 

. You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that. experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—{Inter-Ocean. > 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. . . 

The sketoh of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
— {Penn Monthly. 
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Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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ERY-SQUARE: 


. OR, 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 


ROMANISM, 
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this Republic. 
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type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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BIBLE INQUIRER; 
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A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Soriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
Asa pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unsurpassed.”  8vo, 8383pp., 


silk oloth, $3. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as te 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged trutha of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12120, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


I take pleasure in spezking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 

The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon, The “Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spiri 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
i Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 
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best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
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Investigator. vory Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 
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Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
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THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
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Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 centa. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Obristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill gragshop- 
pors, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

ake a orusade of one against the Colorado 
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FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 


the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, A : a ; 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of '*Hebrew 
Mythology,” “ The Career of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps. xiv, 1. 
Ohildren and fools speak the truth.—IOl]d Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ANT: GHRIST. 


PROVING conolusivly that there was no Ohrist 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 
Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.C. Cloth, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Friog, $1.50. Former price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office.. 2 


10 cents. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 


N. Y., Jan, 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


New Model Hall Typewriter 


writer 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World. 


Cheap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 
Type in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 
rapid as any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
WARRANTED AS REPRESENTED. Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Bostor, Mass. P. 0, box 5159, 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 
19110 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
blo social stato gren m & vanoa of the pent 

e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast o 
actual possibilities. —[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


HISTORY 


OF T A 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, 33. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, "5pp.: 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller ig ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Futraot. 
Address Tas TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) . 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN, 
PRIOR, : A . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Arraor B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution ; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter IH. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chanter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bibie 
Morality and Evolution; Ohapter VI, Bibie Mir- 
acles and Evolution: Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIIL Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion; ayn IX, Bible Art and Evolution: Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI. Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conolusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Poetry. 


The Sea. 


Dawn is dim on the dark, soft water, 
Soft and passionate, dark and sweet} 
Love's own self was the deep sea’s daughter, 
Fair and flawless from face to feet; 
Hailed of ali when the world was golden, 
Loved of lover8 whose names beholden 
Thrill men's eyes as with light of olden 
Day8 more glad than their flight was fleet. 


S0 they sang} but for men that love her, 
Souls that hear not her word in vain, 
Earth beside her and heaven above her 
S3em but shadows that wax and wane. 
Softer than sleep!3 are the sea’s caresses, 
Kinder than love's that betrays and blesses, 
Biither than spring’s when her flowerful tresses 
Shake forth sunlight and shine with rain. | 


All the strength of the waves that perish 
S8wells beneath me aud laughs and sighs, 
Sighs for love of the life they cherish, 
Laughs to know that it livs and dies : 
Dies for joy of its life, and livs 
Thrilled with joy that its brief death givs, 
Daath whose laugh or whose breath forgive 
Change that bids it subside and rise. 
—Algernon Charles Swinburne. 


— — — P9 .995——— ———————— 


Why Should the Spirit of Mortal Be 
Proud? 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN 8 FAVORIT POEM. 
Oh ! why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 
Like a swift-floating meteor; a fast fying cloud, 
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave, 
Man passeth from life to his rest in the grave. 


The leaves of the oak and the willow shall fade, 

Be scattered around and together be laid; 

And the young and the old, and the low and the 
high; 

Shall molder to dust and together shall lie. 


The infant and mother, attended and loved; 

The mother that infant’s affection who proved, 
The husband that mother and infant who blessed, 
Each, all are away to their dwellings of rest. 


The maid on whose cheek, on whose brow, in 
whose eye, 

Shone beauty and pleasure, her triumphs are by i 

And the memory of those who loved her and 
praised, 

Are alike from the minds of the living erased. 


The hand of the king that the scepter hath 
borne; 

The brow of the priest that the miter hath worn ; 

The eye of the sage and the heart of the brave, 

Are hidden and lost in the depths of the grave. 


The peasant, whose lot was to sow and to reap; 

The herdsman, who climbed with his goats up the 
steep; 

The beggar who wandered in search for his 
bread, 

Hav faded away like the grass that we tread. 


The saint who enjoyed the communion of heaven, 
The sinner who dared to remain unforgiven, 
The wise and the foolish, the guilty and Just; 
Hav quietly mingled their bones in the dust. 


So the multitude goes, like the flower or the weed, 
That withers away to let others succeed ; 

So the multitude comes, even those we behold, 
To repeat every tale that has often been told. 


For we are the same our fathers hav been i 

We see the same sights our fathers hav seen ; 

We drink the same stream and view the same sun, 
And run the same course our fathers hav run. 


The thoughts we are thinking our fathers would 
think ; 


* From the death we are shrinking our fathers 


would shrink, 


` To the life we are clinging they also would cling; 


But it speeds from us ali like a bird on the wing. 


They loved, but the story we cannot unfold ; 

They scorned, but the heart of the haughty is 
cold; 

They grieved, but no wail from their slumber will 
come; 

They joyed, but the tongue of their gladness is 
dumb. 


They died; aye! they died; we things that are 
now, 
That walk on the turf that lies over their brow, 


_ And make in their dwellings a transient abode, 


Meet the things that they met on their pilgrimage 
road. 


Yea! hope and despondency, pleastre and pain, 

We mingle together in sunshine and rain ; 

And the smile and the tear, the song and the 
dirge, 

Still follow each other, like surge upon surge. 


"Tis the wink of an eye, ’tis the draught of a 


breath, 

From the blossom of health to the paleness of 
death, 

From the gilded saleon to the bier and the 
shroud— 


Oh! why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 


GIRARD'S WILL 


Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 

hristian Associs- 
tion. 
By Rion. B- WEsTBROOR, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH BEEKER 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 Cents. 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Uliftatianism, 


By Joun Stuart Mii. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi. 
Janthropists,; at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price; $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed tq Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, aud not included 
in the New Testament. 


Price, - . - - - $1. 


ASTRO-TüEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rop’r TAYLOR. 
$1.50. 


THE SABBATI. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


Price - - - - 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By PRor. LIEBRECHT ULIcH, of Germany. 


Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
io un Objector. 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


“ Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Price, - - - - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS, 


By, GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - 27s zy x $2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. FrsH. 


Price, 


BIBLE INGUTRER. 


148 Suiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, E 


$1.50. 


35 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na. 
tions of Antiquity ; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. ` 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


For all of the above books us 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 


28 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. | 


MATERIALISM AUD CRIME, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 6 cents, 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, i2mo, 35 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Its ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - = 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. MAIR: M.D. 
Cioth, 5 : 50 cents. 


POCKET TE 1EOLOGY. | 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 25 cents. 


-| PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED, ' 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
eligion ? 


By E. E. GUILD. 
Paper, 20 cents ; cloth, 39 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civihzauon and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis ard Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Prive, 15 cents. | 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hutu. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Toe Presenr AND Future REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERIOA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vontive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 
By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.: clo., $1. 


| Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 


By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ. 


10 cents. 


Religion of Inhumanity.' 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FSEDERIO HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstituted. i 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ as 2 Gentiemau, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Bix Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price, 25 cents. 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 
By BECULARIST. 
Price, E " 10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, Hol 
Jesus Christ, Vi gia Mary, Bible. diae 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. '* Gods and Religions.”) 
833pp , PaP., 60 c.; clo., $1. 


Price, . . 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


| By E. N. Kings- 


Brain and the | Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EpGamn C. BHALL. 
Pr.face by R. G, INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Cred of Christendom. . 


| Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
399pp., 


Complete iu 1 vol., 12mo, $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moszs HULL (Spir.) and 
| Rey. W. F. Parker (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


I HEBREW MYTHOLOGY; 
The Rationale of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only, 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 


Svo, 613pp., - 
Faith and Reason. 
ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the Bast. 
By H. R. Stevens. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Physioguomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Sirus, M D. 


Individual traits indica'^ d by the tempsraments 
and ! atures. 


260 woodeuts. — Svo, Gd0pp., cloth, $3; 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB:RLEY'S LIFE OF Jésus. 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the " Aualysis of Religious Belief.” 
Bs VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 
Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era 
Full index, 446pp., - - - 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Bibiical Inspiration 


Ires Revelations of Charaeter. 
i 
| 


leather, 


$1.50. 


i and the Supernatural Kiement in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE, 
Price, - - - S1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, 
A Radical Nowl of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDEBIEA MACDONALD. 
| _ 404 pages. : Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 


OTHER BDI a: SEETOHES AND ES8AYB. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold, back and side stamp: 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 

Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


376pp, SI. 


|! POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 

i ACCOUNT OF 

Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of G2. 
Paper, £0 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINSE THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. HULL (Spir.. 
Price, - - - 1 c 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, 2h conte. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews znd their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE, 
By F. R. Marvin. 


Price, . . . Scents. 


f the ab books address 
For all of the spe TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 aM eite Pl., NewXork. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nots.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. Tlie numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett... 3 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 5 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ............ 2 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, 2 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 2 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam,...... I i 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Benuett, 3 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race... 8 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 5 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 3 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipoers............. 2 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 5 
68 Prophecies. — Underwood................-. vig 2 
62 The Jews and their God... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 5 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus,D.D. 2 


67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 6 
"I0 Vicarious Atonement. J.8. Lyon.......... 3 
11 Paine's Anniversary. 'C. A. Codman....... 2 


13 Foundations. Jolin Syphers................ 2 
*4 Daniel inthe Lion's Den. Bennett......... 

%5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. m 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett............ 3 
47 The Fearof Death, D. M. Bennett......... 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson. ......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F. Underwood... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers.............. s 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slonker........ : 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
202 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ...... 10 
105 Decadence of Christian‘ty. Capphro..... 2 


m 
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107 Phe Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 5 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 1, 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett........... . 2 
i114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 1 


116 The Sunday Question. 
117 Constantine the Great. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell................-. 1 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob. 
BOT VON”. ccsesveccecceceteccscetceeenecescoeees 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett......... 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
erwo0d.......ccceccceenccerecceeeameceemeeeees . 10 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........ 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James..... 
188 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper 
240 Astro-Theology 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher........... 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkius....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age of Shams............ eere 
145 If You Tako Away my Religion? Wha. 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut aud 
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Wakemau.........eeeee eee eere ... 10 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H... 5 
352 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. e 5 
155 Co-operation Society's Redeemor............ 2 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Sholloy.......... 2 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... b 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 3 
261 Protestant Persccutions. ............. CERO 3 

162 Righth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett... ....... Le eueeee. sesecerviece 10 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman, ............... 2 

SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

I Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Bls- 
burg, M.D.......... acere €— b 

2 Evolution: Homogeneons to Heteroge- 
neous.  Uuderwood................- eese 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 5 


6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
X Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
20 Tho Evolution Theory— Huxley'a Three 


Lectures.............. Svliesededateacevaasacdes . 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson ..... oes 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. B., Brigham, M.D.................. e 
.3 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium......................... 10 
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LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
| THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by.the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. : » 


DURING TEE YEAR 1800 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Wil Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Libera! Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. . 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTIT SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon tbe People’s Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know ofthem. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


` Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRIOE, 15 OENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. . 
am much pleased with pour address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. . 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
VA paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itako great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.3.MoOabe. 

‘SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CERIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - "7b Cents. 
V^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. e 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
iris and & omger brother who were left parent 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage; to make their way through the world by 

oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 35 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTSER DISCOURSES or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 288pp., $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


ibe Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents. Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER. His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
HOMPBON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
: ow suns and worids come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. ‘ 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story. of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS Q. JANES. . 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By D:. HossITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prot. E. D. Corr. 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT Q. EOOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BIDNEY 
BAMPSON.: 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWIS 

. ES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nertson C. 
PARSHALL. ` 

18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OSADWIOK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARB 
Horr NrogBoLs. 

15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
Savaex, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
tor 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Btem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels: $7.50 ; 
9 jew 1s. $8: 11 Jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. n dest Open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jow- 
els, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.80; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model ‘Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 8 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$25. BEST open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$30: hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $253 adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
goid, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape. 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $800 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Ail bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


 düberal Megtings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 


| Areethought Societie? meeting regularly can 


hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ares and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


BGrookiyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Nouth 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Bunday, Admission free. Discussions follow 
ectures. e 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
Sb. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood 8t8.:at 2:30and 7:30 r.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications alwayson hand atcheap rates, 


Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, 


Meets every Sunday (from October to June) at 
2 s 45 Pats at Paine Memorial Building, Appleton 
street. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 


P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marrus HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MacoasER,Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun: 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free disonssion on all Liberal subjecte. 
Subscriptions to Tar TRUTA SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor. Bec. 


The Walia Walls Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


hall at 2:30 P x. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. Y. DRAPER, Cor. Beo. Y 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’clock. A cordial myvi- 
tation is extended to ali. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily weloome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Seats free. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hail Lectures, discussions, readings, Poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Corres- 
pondenee solicited. J.L. TRENTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his "Pri- 
vate Counselor,’ a book 
for young and middle sged 
meu, suffering from that 
Lile - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretious and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Applieation.—4 
POSITIVE CURK. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of tease afilict 
ed. 


y AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prefes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View. 


Addr ; 
= pr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


INELAND. N.J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, wo know that he is a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—77e Better Way. 


384 


diews af the Week. 


A Buoppsist congress is soon to be held in 
Paris, with delegates from all parts of the 
world. France alone has 30,000 Buddhists. 


NzazLY every house in Bradshaw, Neb., 
was demolished by a cyclone on the 8d, and 
several persons were killed and many in- 
jured. 

PRovIDENOR has en- 
forced the Sunday. law 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 14, i590. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 
0. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vo]. I. Givg a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


AND REFORMERS. . 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of "Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
eni. Svo, 1,0%5pp., cloth, $3; 

leather, $4; mor., g. 6.5 : 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N.Y. 


against all dealers. 


LovELAND, Ia., was 
wrecked on the 1st by a 
deluge sweeping down & 
gully above it, proceed- 
ing from a cloudburst. 


` Few answer the census 
inquiries on disease and 
mortgage.. Some who 
hav refused to answer 
the other questions will 
be prosecuted. 


Camne Dreyros, the 
Radical deputy, has ex- 
cited Paris with a pam- 
phlet calling for immedi- 
ate war for retaking 
Alsace Lorraine. 

On the 4th there were 
heavy storms and hurri- 
canes in many states, 
especially Iowa and its 
neighbors, and in Ontario, 
Can. Many houses and 
bridges were ruined, and 
lives lost. 


A FEW days ago a 
wagon party of ranch- 
men on the border of the 
Tongue River Reserva- 
tion were fired at by 
ambushed Cheyennes, 
and several killed. Many 
settlers hav fled. 


CAEDINAL MANNING has 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo,835pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systema of the World. 

8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the 

2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 

rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 
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Gems of Ühought. 


Poor creatures that we are! how many 
ages hav. passed, away in acquiring a little 
reason.— Voltaire. _ 


Tue thousand years’ perversion of our 
moral instincts has not been wholly redeemed 
by the educational influences of a short cent- 
ury.—Oswald. 


Appa to their reasoning faculties, Darwin 
endeavors to trace, es- 
pecially in the higher 


animals, the commence- 


ment of the moral senti- 


ment, which he connects 
with their social in- 
stincts. A certain sense 
of honor, of conscience, 


can scarcely be denied to 


the nobler and better- 


kept kinds of horses and 


written to Mr. O’Brien 
that ‘‘ the Irish people, 
the most profoundly 


Christian on the face of 
the earth, hav been af. 
flicted with every kind 
of sorrow for centuries.” 
Perhaps their being so. 
profoundly Christian is 
ihe cause of their afllic- 
tion. . 


NewFOUNDLAND fishermen are angry with 
England for non-interference with what they 
deem aggressions by the French. 


A. NogrHERN Pacific train was boarded by 
masked men near Salem, 8. D., on the night 
of the 7th, and the mail car rifled. 


‘fax Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 
announces the discontinuance of its Sunday 
edition in obedience to public sentiment as to 
the Sabbath. 


Ir ig proposed to establish one-cent postage 
on local letters in cities having carriers, and 
it is believed that this rate will soon be 
adopted for all letters. 


BkogETARY OF BTATE BLAINE has sent out 
circulars to all consuls in Brazil requesting 
information in regard to the means of extend- 
ing American trade in their localities. 


GERMANY has constructed many railroads 
for the quick mobilization of her army on 
the French frontier, and much of her taxation 
arises from railways laid and operated for 
military rather than commercial purposes. 


A NEw religious sect has risen on & reserva- 
tion twenty miles southeast of Pierre, B. D. 
Their faith resembles the Mormon and also 
the old Jewish religion. 'The other day they 
made burnt offerings of calves. They call 
their town Moab. 


Loovsrs hav appeared in large districts of 
the Caucasus in vast numbers, and will entail, 
besides loss of crops, the expense of employing 
150,000 men to destroy them, and of main- 
taining troops to keep these undisciplined 
men at work and at peace. 


SgoRETARY BLAINE has sent gunboats to 
Behring sea to exclude Canadian fishers. 
The English say that this peremptory action, 
before proper resort to international diplo- 
matic settlement, is designed to catch the Irish- 
Americans. They say that British gunboats 
should follow. 


Some months ago capitalists interested in 
Lower California lands and mines conspired 
' to throw off the authority of Mexico over 
that peninsula and set up an independent re- 
public by force of arms, with & view to an- 
nexation to the United States. Arrangements 
were made to capture Mexican ships and gar- 
risons, and take possession of railroad and 
telegraph lines. Secretary Blaine learned of 
the movement and vigorously suppressed it, 
and the public has just got the news. 


INTERNATIONAL copyright has been defeated 
again in Congress, from causes which Max 
O'Rell describes thus: ‘‘ There was not an 
educated person that did not cry out for it, 
not& newspaper or magazine that did.not 
advocate it ; but saloon-keepers and Western 
cowboys carry the day over the cultivated 
class." This distinguished observer adds that 
* public opinion has no influence” in 
America, and that Europeans do not **look 
upon America as a free nation." 


Odds and Gnds. 


REV. GILMORE BUGG’S EXPERIENOE WITH A RE- 
FRAOTORY OHURCH-MEMBER. 


The Rev. Gilmore Bugg had nearly reached 
the end of his long harang when he dis- 
covered that Brother John Fry was sound 
asleep. But he did not continue to preach, 
as many white ministers would hav done ; he 
stepped down from the pulpit and approach- 
ing the sleeper, said: 

*"Wharfo dis snorin’ in de sanctified syny- 
gog o' de Lawd?” 

Mr. Fry looked up with a start, and rubbing 
his eyes, replied : 

** Anybody ’sturbin’ de worship o de erca- 
sion, bruder ?" 

t Yas, yo'se'f is a doin’ o’ dat fack.” 

** Who, me?” 

** Yas, you.” 

** I doan see how dat come.” 

“I does. It comes from you goin’ ter 
sleep, dat's how it come.” 

“ Look yere, you ain't cusin’ me o! sleepin’ 
in de house o' de Lawd, is you?” 

“ Now, you look yere," said the preacher, 
** doan come er makin’ o’ er mouf, fur didn’ 
I see you ersleep—see you wid deze eyes dat 
de Lawd dun gib me fur sich pupposes ?” 

“ What, you stan’ dar an’ try ter tell dis 
yere congergation dat you seed me ersleep ?” 

** Come, dar ain't no use in no sich talk ez 
dis yere," said the preacher. '' You wuz 
fas’ ersleep an’ dar ain't no use’n denyin’ de 
fack ; an’ I wants ter gib you de procklerma- 
tion right yere dat I ain’t called on by de 
sperit o' de truth an’ de bride dat say come 
ter preach ter no sleepin’ sinners.” 

* Look yere, ole pusson," said Mr. Fry, 
getting up, and through habit dusting off the 
seat of his trousers, ‘‘ who you callin’ er sin- 
ner? I mout’er dozed off ter sleep—an’ 
Peter done dat—but I doan want you ter 
come roun’ yere a gittin’ in the habit o! callin’ 
me # sinner, fur you mout git your mouf set 
dat ter way, an’ it would be sorter 'barrassin? 
ter you one dese days. Yere me?” 

** Neber mine what I yeres, an’ neber mine 
what I harkens ter. I yered you er snorin’ 
Ober yere, an’ er man doan’ snore lessen he 
asleep, an’ er man doan' sleep in church les- 
sen he is er sinner. Yere me?" 

* Now, yere," said Mr. Fry, “I has been 
strivin' to git erlong wid dis congergation 
widout no trouble, but yere you comes erlong 
an’ calls me er sinner.” 

** Wall, ef you wan'ter sinner you wouldu't 
hafter strive ter get erlong in de house o? de 
Lawd. De Christian gits erlong all right in 
de house © de Lawd widout puttin’ hisse'f 
ter so much trouble." 

“ Bruder Bugg, you sorter put it on me in 
argyment right dar, an’ I gibs you credit fur 
it, I does, sah, but we sometimes "mires er 
man’s argyment when we knows dat de truth 
ain't one 0’ his artickles o' furniture.” 


ABIGAIL’S FIRST MEETING WITH DAVID. 
And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed 
herself to the ground.—1 Sam. xxv, 28. : 


“Does you mean ter say, sah, dat I ain't 
furnished wid de truf ?” 

‘Strue it any way dat’s de handiest; jes 
ioy way dat suits you de bes’.” 

uring this time the congregation had sat 
in silence. It was evident that the contro- 
versy was more interesting than the sermon 
had been, for other brothers who had been 
inclined to sleep were wide awake now. The 
preacher turned to his congregation and said: 

“ Bruders, er certain erfair is erbout to 
come ter er head in yo’ presence dis ebenin’. 
Dis bruder,".pointing at Mr. Fry, ''jest 
becaze he wa'nt called ter preach, has allus 
had er sort o' jealousness o' me. Now dat 
ain't my fault, but de fault o' de sperit dat 
called me." 

“ De sperits dat called you would make er 
man pretty blame drunk," Mr. Fry broke in. 
‘Bout fo’ fingers o! dem sorter sperits would 
take de har offen er bench laig dog, an' I 
doan know o! nuthin’ dat fits tighter den er 
bench laig dog’s ha’r.”’ 

“ Bredrin," said the preacher, ‘‘doan you 
see how he tryin' ter 'sult me right yere? 
Tryin’ ter 'sult me an’ he knows dat he dun 
borrid $10 frum me las’ week.” 

Old Fry laughed with that heavy jolt so 
characteristic of a negro’s sarcasm. ‘Dun 
lent me $10, is yer? Lissun at dot, bruders. 
Er preacher dun lent er man $10. Did you 
ever year o’er preacher befo’ dat went erbout 
lendin’ money? Did you eber know er nig- 
ger preacher ter stop borrin’ long ernuff ter 
lend any ?” 

‘‘This has went fer enuff,” the preacher 
exclaimed. ‘‘I wa’nt called yere ter be’sulted 
by dis haug stealer.” 

“ Ah, hah!” Fry grunted, ** er haug stealer 
is I? Wall, ef you'll jest send back de forty 

ounds o’ meat you got at my house de uder 
day, I'll tell you who I stole it frum. TI do 
dis case de man is er enemy o! mine.” 

“ Bruders,” the preacher remarked when, 
with a great effort, he had calmed himself, 
‘dis is de 'sultinist pusson I eber seed, an’ 
Id like ter know whut we is gwine ter do 
wid him." 

“Dat ain’ no question ter put to us," 
answered & bow-legged old fellow who was 
yearning for a fight. ‘‘Jes settle it wid him 
right yere, sah." 

“I would, but I doan know how.” 

‘““Whup him, sah; dats de way. Ole 
Steve dat de Lawd called ter preach fur us 
once woulder dun whupped him long fo’ 
now.” 

“Juster be er gre’t fighter befo’ de sperit 
called me,” the preacher responded, glancin 
uneasily at Mr. Fry's powerful arms, ‘ but 
had done hoped dat de Lawd wa’nt gwine let 
me fight no mo. Mr. Fry." 

** Dat's my name, sah.” 

“ Is you gwine pollygise ?” 

tt Whut fur ?” 

“ Fur 'sultin' me.” 

“ Dar's only one way dat I eber does polly- 

gise ter er man.” 


dogs. And if the dog's 
conscience is, not quite 
unjustly, traced back to 
the stick, we may ask, in 
return, whether the same 
holds not good of the 


A, 
N 


MA d ts of lso ? 
M^. ruder sorts of man also 
MA = —Btrauss. 

) A Tar animal is led and 
M7, guided in its daily life 
ee neither by a blind, invol- 
NOU untary impulse, nor by 


the influence of a higher 
power, but by refiection, 
arising from comparison, 
judgment, and conclu- 
sions, in all of which an 
essential part is played 
by the organization and 
mental tendency inher- 
ited from parents. Even 
the process of thought 
through which this is 
done, is essentially the 
same a8 in the case of 
men, although the power 
of judgment is very much 
we&ker, and the inher- 


ited mental tendency, 
owing to this lesser 
power of judgment, 
comes forward much 


more conspicuously than 
it does in man. We 
might therefore with 
just as good a right con- 
tend that man works only 
by the impulse of in- 
stinct, a8 trace the ac- 
tions of animals to that source. But the one 
is as much & mistake as the other. Both act 
by understanding or reason and by what may 
be termed instinct, if it be desired to preserve 
this word as the equivalent of the inherited 
mental tendencies or faculties of the nervous 
system; the only difference is that the ani- 
mal acts more by instinct, and man more by 
reflection.— Buchner. 


Waar wealth it is to hav such friends that 
we cannot think of them without elevation! 
And we can think of them any time and any- 
where, and it costs nothing but the lofty dis- 
position. I cannot tell you the joy your let- 
ter givs me, which will not quite cease until 
the latest time. Let me accompany your fln- 
est thought.— Thoreau. 


Tue blessing of friendship, ‘‘ doubling the 
joys of life and lessening its sorrows,” could 
not fail to be specially obnoxious to the 
moralists of a creed that seeks to lure its con- 
verts from earth to ghostland, and depreciates 
the natural affections of the human heart. 
The philadelphia, or ** brother-love," of the 
New Testament, is, in fact, merely a '' fellow- 
Ship in Christ"—the spiritual communion 
and mutual indoctrination of earth-renounc- 
ing bigots. With the joys and sorrows of 
natural friendship their prophet evinces no 
sympathy whatever. ‘‘ Iam come,” says he, 
**to set à man at variance against his father, 
and the daughter against her mother, . . . 
and a man’s foes shall be those of his own 
household." ‘* He who hates not his father 
and mother, his brothers and sisters, cannot 
be my disciple." ‘‘And the brother shall 
betray the brother to death, and the father 
the son.”— Professor Oswald. 


* An’ whut way is dat, Mr. Fry ?” 

“Its ter fling him on de groun' an’ polly- 
gise ez I he'ps him up. Dat way suit you?” 

The preacher reflected à moment and thus 
answered: “Ef no uder way will do, sah, 
we'll try dat.” 

“Any particular holt you want?” Fry 
asked. ; 

** No, jes take er holt o' me in yo' own way 
an’ fling me ter suit yoge’f. All Pse atter is 
de ’pology made in de presence o! de congre. 
gation.” 

They went outside. Fry seized the 
preacher and gave him an awful slam against 
the ground, and, as he bent over the parson, 
began to mutter an apology, but the preacher 
rose With a razor in his hand. He had time 
to make but two swipes. One removed Mr. 
Fry’s ear, and the other took off his nose. 

** Brederen,” said the preacher, as he wiped 
his razor, ‘‘ we'll now go back an’ lissen ter 
de rest o' dat interesting sermon.” 

They went in and there was not one among 
them who failed to lend an attentiv ear, 
thinking, of course, of an ear that lay outside 
among the dry leaves.—Opie P. Read, 
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Hotes and Clippings. 


In New Zealand à Mormon convention has 
just closed its sittings, at which it was offi- 
cially reported that there are three thousand 
Mormons in that colony, and that five hun- 
dred converts were made during the past 
year. 


Aocoorpine to the latest report of the min- 
ister of education, there are forty thousand 
primary schools in Russia. Twenty-two 
thousand are public ‘schools under the au- 
thority of the ministers of education, and 
eighteen thousand are parish schools under 
the management of the ** Holy Synod.” Re- 
ligious instruction is given in the secular 
schools by clergymen, who hav to render an 
account of their doings to the government. 


Mr. BnaprAvGH, it appears, has been fish- 
ing, and caught some good health as well as 
fish. He says in the National Reformer: 
t Some folks like to know the results of my 
week's holiday on the Clyde lochs. First, I 
hav to report cheeks, nose, and hands all sun- 
burnt and blistered; and next a catch of 888 
fish weighing in all 228 pounds; last, and 
. most important, health certainly better. On 
the whole I think my old self is coming back 
again, and I thank the many kindly inquir- 
erg." 


Crrizen Quoras Franois Train, since his 
record-breaking trip around the world, has 
quietly settled down on the shores of Puget 
sound, near Tacoma. He iscommuning with 
the birds, cultivating psychic force, and 
breathing pure air. He livs alone, never goes 


t 


to Tacoma, which is only three miles distant, 
and cooks his cocoa on & $8 stove. He has 
his books and manuscripts, and as he wanders 
through the primeval forest his magnificent 
crop of white hair is occasionally anointed by 
the falling gum from the lofty pines. His 
quiet retreat is now and again broken in upon 
by delegations of school-children who come 
to sit at the feet of the philosopher. 


Tur Irish Catholic, Dublin, states that the 
pope, in replying to the congratulations of 
visitors at the Vatican, expressed himself as 
strongly of the belief that great punishment 
was impending on society for its disregard of 
and indifference to the church. ‘‘ The Lord,” 
he said, ** will come no longer with a sweet 
and peaceful face, but with an angry one to 
strike and purify his church. I am neithera 
prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I feel 
in my heart sorrowful presentiments. A sea 
of evil is about to beat against the rock on 
which the church is founded, and will leave 
nothing to be seen on the horizon but the 
threat of the anger of God. Prayer will not 
suffice to appease the almighty.” The pope 
probably thinks that a crusade to restore his 
temporal power, or an increase in financial 
gifta to himself, would be about what the 
Lord wants. 


On September Ist the new law relating to 
trial jurors in the city of New York goes into 
effect. It was approved by Governor Hill 
on June Sth, and adds to the list of those 
relieved from the jury service hereafter the 
following: ‘‘A professor or teacher in a col- 
legc, academy, or public school, not following 
any other calling, or an editor, editorial writer, 
or reporter of a daily newspaper, regularly 


employed as such and not following any 
other vocation." This does not relieve the 
editors of weekly journals, and Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER Editor expects to spend two weeks 
of every year hanging around the courts, 
parting with his substance to horse railroads 
and receiving about two dollars for his two 
weeks’ service to his country. The editors 
and reporters of daily journals ought not to 
hav been so selfish when getting their bill 
passed. 


Tats is the way the Catholic Review feels: 
* In Boston the public schools hav all at 
once become openly Protestant. The school 
histories, against which Judge Fallon fought 
so strenuously, were adopted by the board 
almost to a man. The minority report 
against them had only two supporters. The 
significance of this incident is delightful to 
Catholics. One-half Boston is Catholic, yet 
the board of education has the audacity to 
introduce Protestant text-books into schools 
chiefly supported by Catholic taxpayers. 
The histories against whose introduction 
Judge Fallon struggled are Protestant his- 
tories, designed to keep alive the lying Prot- 
estant tradition, and to make Catholic chil- 
dren ashamed of their faith. The public 
schools of Boston, with or without these 
histories, are Protestant, and will remain so 
a few more decades. They are not the place 
for Catholic children. But Boston Catholics 
hav been slow or unwilling to admit the fact, 
and as a consequence their faith has suffered 
more than they know. ‘The incident of the 
histories will do much for them. We pray 
that the present Boston bosrd of education 
may long preserve its present spirit, nail its 
flag to the mast as it were, and so behave in 


the future that within ten years their schools 
will hold no Catholic child save those whose 
parents hav always secretly grieved over the 
‘sad fate which made them Catholics.” 


AN editorial writer signing himself the 
* Genial Observer” says in the London 
Herald: * 1 hope the severe correspondent 
who has written to the Sunday editor protest- 
ing against the publication of Sundey papers, 
except such as are devoted to religious labors 
and Sunday anecdotes, will not think the 
* Genial Observer’ profane in referring to the 
possibilities of the future of the London sand- 
wich men, more especially in regard to St. 
Peter's reception of such company. In case 
he should do 80 I will now lift from the col- 
umns of one of those religious papers a little 
story: The bishop was examining for holy 
orders a candidate who was more deficient in 
theology than brains. Among other questions 


‘the bishop asked him, ‘If you were in com. 


pany with persons who impugned the doctrin 
of the holy trinity, how would you defend it ? 
* My Lord, I feel hurt by your supposing I 
keep such company. ‘If, however, you 
were accidentally to find yourself in the com- 
pany of Unitarians, and they were to attack 
you, what course would you pursue? ‘Can 
you doubt, my lord, what I should do? I 
should, of course, leave the room instantly.’ 
And I commend to that anonymous post- 
carder, who pesters the Herald with texts and 
profane postcard prayers for the publisher's 
salvation, to take the hint. The Herald does 
not desire to print a single copy more than it 
can sell nor to hav among its subscribers one 
reader who does not feel that he can be on 
friendly terms, at least in an epistolary way, 
with its directors." 
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fore I get through it will be made to appear that 
Catholies tolerate no other where they hav the power. 

Church Progress urges the “Catholic press every- 
where to do all in its power to inculcate Catholic 
doctrin.” Had the church the power in this country, 
the Catholic press would be the only one tolerated. 
This paper further states that “free books in the 
public schools is the first step in Socialism ;" in other 
words, the first step out of Catholicism. I would 
not giv a fig for the freedom of the mind where 
there is mo freedom of schools, no freedom of books, 
no freedom of the press. These Catholic claims are 


Communications. 


Is It True That the Catholic Church Is the 
Enemy of Progress? 

If my friend in Ohio had carefully read the paper 
through which he sent to me, he would hav found 
a sufficient refutation to the article to which he 

. called my attention. It appears from the pope's 
late encyclical that the church is indifferent to the 
form of government of any nation. It only asks to 


hav its own way. Thereistherub. Let the church | un-American, and if carried to their legiti 
: : : - gitimate results 

manage the schools and teach children just enough | wil] subvert the free institutions of the country. ' 
to be gulled by the priesthood, own all the land that |. Tn sn article on the heresy of John Huss, Church 
it wants, build as many costly churches as it pleases | Progress says: “The various codes of the times in 
and hav somebody else pay the taxes, control the | which these sentences were pronounced looked upon. 
press and the speech and thoughts of the people, and | heresy not only as an offense religiously, but as a 
then it is indifferent about the government. capital offense civilly.” 

Church Progress, commenting upon the holy| And in these times was not the state entirely 
father's letter, says: “When the state encroaches | hejd in the clutches of the church? Was not the 
upon the domain of religion it is the duty of the | will of the church the will of the state? In all times 
church, SION by God, to make resistance.” Here | and in all countries where the cburch has had the 
is the whole thing in a nutshell. Before I am | power it has controled the state. And as the church 
through it will be made to appear that free schools, | cannot err, it cannot change, and so it must follow 
free books, free press, free speech, and free thought | that if the church ever gets the power in this country, 

: all “encroach upon the domain of religion,” and that | an offense against the church will be an offense 
ras oe is cine By God” to resist Men. against the state. Again we quote: 
ust let the church hav her own way in everything. i X 3 ] 
and then she will be quiet and find no fault with the m A statea heretic was considered a most 
government. Is not that a grand element to cherish E Propa claims that John Huss was 


in this country? burnt by the state, but was his offense against the 
The same paper advises the Catholics at the forth- state? Not at all. His offense was against the 


coming elections of the German Reichstag to “ sup- : 
port the candidate who is least hostil to the church.” church. He had the same right to express and pro- 
This shows that the Catholic element cares nothing | Mlgate his opinion that the pope had to express 
and promulgate his. The equality of man is a doc- 


for the welfare of the state. That it is always trin which be indorsed by the church, but 
wielded solid for the interest of the church, and the|:!!n Wien never can be indorsed by the church, ou 
it is the very foundation of a free government. 


church is under the influence of the ons-man power, Again: “It is only since the peace of Westphalia 


andl shot mian A tyrant in a foreign Imad. that the civil governments hav ceased to consider 


E possiede Of serabi How eus heresy as a capital crime. Keclesiastically its nature 
will the American people continue to cherish an ele- ere eee oe pion a balers EHE bist 


t which i ; : ^ à 
ment whioh in the very nature of things is hostil to guage from an undoubted Catholic source just what 


the government they hav adopted? Whenever an : "die 
act of Congress conflicts with a dictate of the pontiff, d rei ie Pai Sedi: iiie e ee 


according to the principles which he himself has trol the state as it was before the peace of West- 


el holie wi t i - : A 
REEE Sot e ie OO i S ehe d phalia, when it controled not only the fortunes but 
ever it is policy to do so. - ; the lives of its subjects. To my certain knowledge 
In the day of Bishop Hughes this question was | ‘he church already levies taxes on its subjects and 
squarely put to him: “If the pope should interdict | C°MPels them to pay, and indirectly it lays taxes on 
an article which you had prepared and believed io | ‘he community and compels even outsiders to pay. 
be right, would you then dare to publish it?” The| „The crime of John Huss was teaching doolrins 
answer was quick and emphatie, “No.” Mion eed esu oe not approre, and the mus 
; S urnt him, an is shows how it deals with free 
it Bishop, Hughes dere nob. disobey. the pope, thought and free speech. And according to Church 


how would it be with the common herd? Could : 
: ! Er Progress, it has the right to burn such books as it 
Bishop Hughes be a good American citizen when he does not: like as well: 


was under the control of a foreign power? Cana 
man serve two masters ? 

Our government rests upon the broad principles 
of equality. The vote of the humblest individual 
has a8 much weight as that of the greatest man in 
the nation. Catholicism resis upon the idea that all 
are subject to the will of one man. 

The political prophets declared that slavery and 
freedom could not exist together—that the country 
must be ail slave or all free. Neither can a free gov- 
ernment, resting upon the equality of the people, 
ever be harmonized with the principle that all owe 
allegiance to, and are subject tc, one head. 

How will it fare with the American idea in this 
country when the Catholics equal us in numbers? 
And if their numbers increase in proportion to ours 
as they hav for the last fifty years, how long before 
that day will arrive? These are grave questions 
which the American people sooner or later will be 
called to solve. Every thoughtful American ought 
to be asking himself, “ What is to be done with the 
Ostholic element ?” 

I hav settled one principle in my own mind. No 
Catholic should ever be naturalized or allowed to 
vote in this country. For whatever he may say or 
swear to, he will always be true to the pope and the 
church. I would never debar a man from the rights 
of citizenship who is in love with our institutions, 
and will in good faith defend and support the gov- 
ernment. ButI would distinctly draw the line when 
a man proposes to wield the electiv franchise and in 
principle ignores the duties and obligations which 
citizenship implies and imposes. What would be 
thought of the idea of conferring the rights of citizen- 
ship upon an indefinit number of Russians if it were 
known that every one, notwithstanding his oath of 
allegiance to this government, was still in love with 
the despotic power of Russia, and all the time true 
to the interests of the ozer ? 

If my friend in Ohio had taken extracts from other 
articles in Church Progress, he would in a great 
measure hav not only shown the secret working of 
the church, but would hav found a sufficient answer 
to the lying pretenses of the particular article re- 
ferred to. 

This paper claims that a ‘‘ Catholic school ean only 
We fit for a Catholic child,” which means that a Oath- 
olie school is the only one fit for any child. And be- 


The council turned him | Huss] over to the secular power, 
expressing the time-honored request that the unfortunate 
man’s life be spared. 

This language was intended to cover up hypoorisy 
and deceit, if not a downright lie. At the time Huss 
was burnt, 1415, no man could hold an office who 
was not a Catholic. It was simply one body of 
Catholics handing a man over to another body of 
Catholics, well knowing that he would be murdered 
when they did so. 

In no instance in her [the church’s] history, in which she 
has so acted, is there a case in which any government would 
not be found, as the protector of religious liberty, to come to 
her deliverance. - 

Here is religious liberty with & vengeance. Here 
we get an idea of the construction that the church 
puis upon religious liberty. Liberty to think as 
ecclesiastics dictate, and liberty to be racked or 
burnt if you do not. Just such liberty as the vilest 
despot on earth givs to his subjects, but never the 
liberty of being your own judge of what is right and 
wrong; never. the liberty of books or the press or 
speech or thought. Never the liberty of choosing 
your own rulers or calling them to account. In 
short, the principles of Roman Catholicism are as 
antagonistic to the principles of republicanism as 
death is to life. Some day the American people will 
find that they hav been cherishing a serpent which 
will sting them to death. As the power of the 
church strengthens the love of republican principles 
will weaken. When Catholicism obtains the mastery 
in this country, as it certainly will, the world will 
hear the death knell of American liberty. Listen: 

In those days heresy was considered treason against the 
state and & capital offense. Ecclesiastically its nature and 
the mode of procedure in regard to it is still the same. 

Has the church reformed? If so, when did she 
bring forth fruit meet for repentance? This ought 
to convince every thinking person that the Catholic 
church is the same persecuting, tyrannical hog that 
she always bas been, and that she will return to her 
murderous old tricks whenever she can get the 
power. l 

After stating flatly that the “procedure of the 
church is ever the same,” the author of the Huss 
article doubles back on his own statement and says: 


That John Huss was burnt at the stake was not her [the 
church’s| responsibility. ` 


This proves that. Catholics will lie for the church. 
when it is their interest to do so. Those who liv to 
see the triumph of the Catholic church will see our 
free institutions involved in ruin. i m 

One quotation more will close the Huss article : 


Heretics were looked upon as enemies of the state. 


Jefferson, Washington, Adams, Franklin, and all 
the great and good men that the country bas ever 
produced, would hav been “looked upon as enemies 
of the state," and condemned to death. 

The spirit o? Catholicism and of republieanism will 
ever hav divergent aims and purposes. As the one 
triumphs the other must decline. The noonday of 
the power of the church was the midnight of mental 
darkness and of poverty and savagery. It is for the 
American people to decide between the two. 

While it was the intention of the founders of the 
government to giv free toleration to every system 
of religion, and to interfere with none, no system of 
religion must be allowed to interfere with the gov- 
ernment if our liberties are to be preserved. 

Now I propose to show, first that a free govern- 
ment never did and never can exist under Oatholic 
rule, and second, that unless there is something done, 
in less than one hundred years Catholicism will put 
out the fires of liberty in this country. 

One pope has said: “America is the hope of 
Rome" Gregory XVI. said: “The salvation of the 
church will come from America.” ; 

Father Hecker said: “The man is living to-day. 
who will see a majority of the people of the American * 
continent Roman Catholic.” And further: “ There 
is to be a state religion in this country and that re- 
ligion is to be Roman Catholic.” Cardinal Manning 
declares that the pope is the supreme judge of what 
is right and wrong, and again that “it is necessary 
for every human being to be subject to the Roman 
pontiff.” 

Bishop Gilman said: “ God is above man and the 
church above the state.” Cardinal McCloskey said : 
* Catholics are as strongly devoted to the temporal 
power of the holy father in this country [the United 
States] as in any part of the world, and if it should 
be necessary to prove it by acts they are ready to 
do so." 

Hon. R. W. Thompson says: “ Catholics are inimi- 
cal to the government and political institutions of the 
country, and their oath of allegiance is worth no 
more than the paper upon which it is written. . . 
Every ecclesiastic has to swear political as well as 
religious allegiance to the pope.” 

The pope declares that “ecclesiastics hav a right 
to immunity from the civi] law,” and again, “ In case of 
conflict between the ecclesiastical and civil powers, 
the ecclesiastical ought to prevail.” 

In 1864 the pope anathematized all who “ maintain 
the liberty of the press, and all advocates of the lib- 
erty of speech.” 

An encyclical says: “Public schools should be 
under the control of the Romish church, and should 
not be subject to ihe civil power, nor made to con- 
form to the opinions of the age.” 

The Rambler, a Oatholic paper, says: “No man 
has a right to choose his religion. No one, but an 
Atheist, can uphold the principles of religious 
liberty.” 

Says the Boston Pilot: “ There can be no religion 
without an inquisition for the promotion of the true 
faith” - f 

The archbishop of St. Louis said: “ Heresy and 
unbelief are crimes, and in Catholic countries are 
punished like other crimes." 

Bishop O'Connor declared that “ religious liberty is 
merely endured until the opposit can be carried 
into effect without peril to the Oatholic world." 

An encyclical of 1864 anathematizes “those who 
assert the liberty of conscience and all such as main- 
tain that the church may not use force.” 

In 1854, the same pope said: “ The absurd doc- 
trins in defense of liberty «f conscience are a pesti- 
lential error." Every church ecclesiastic takes an 
oath of allegiance to the pope to ‘ persecute and op- 
pose heretics, echismatics, and rebels to the pope 
and his successors, to his utmost.” 

Now, these quotations from the most undoubted 
Catholic authorities show, without comment, that 
whenever the Catholics gain the ascendency in this 
country the sun of our liberty is set. The most 
stupid must understand that Catholies will carry out 
these measures whenever and wherever they hav the 
power, and that a fre» government is an utter im- 
possibility where these measures prevail. 

It remains only to show that the day of doom is 
not as far distant as some may imagin. 

The Catholic church has always understood the 
power of wealth. And no church organization knows 
better how to accumulate it, or use it to the best ad- 
vantage. - 

According to Father Hecker, the aggregate wealth 
of the church in this country was in 1850 $9,000 000. 
In 1860 it had increased to $26,000,000; in 1870 to 
$60,000,000. According to this increase what will. 
be the wealth of the church fifty years from now ? 

. In a little more than ten years next preceding the 
year 1880, the city of New York gave the church in 
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real estate $3,500 000, and in money $5,827,471—an 
aggregate of more than $9 000,000. If we could get 
at the secret of these bequests it would probably be 
found that they were given for Catholic votes. 

Other cities hav given proportionate amounts. 
These phenomenal gifts will be increased as the 
church gains power. There are thousands of people 
who do not see that these vast adcumulations of 
Minus are the first step in usurping the power of the 
state. 

From this increase of wealth let us turn to the in- 
créase of numbers. 

In 1800 the Catholics numbered 100,000. In 
eighty-four years they had increased to 6,628,176, 
In 1800 there was 1 Catholic to 53 of the whole popu- 
lation. In 1850,1 to every143. In 1870, 1 to every 
83. In 1880, 1 to every 7.7. 

In thirty years prior to 1850 the population in- 
creased 116 per cent; the Catholic population, 294 
per cent. Ostholics never allow heretics’ to be 
buried in consecrated ground. With this increase of 
wealth and population, how long will it be before we 
shall be begging of our Catholic masters the poor 
privilege of being buried in the country of Washing- 
ton and Jefferson ? 

Every reflecting mind must see that these prin- 
eiples, as laid down by the highest dignitaries in the 
church, are subversiv of every principle of free gov- 
ernment, and that when we giv them full power with 

ourgelvs we let a wolf into the door that will devour 
_ the children of liberty. 

And now I want to ask why we should confer citi- 
zenship upon Oatholics who owe allegiance to a des- 
pot in & foreign country any more than we should 
confer citizenship upon those who owe allegiance to 
the czar of Russia. Let everyone reficet that the 
pope of Rome can command every Catholic vote in 
this country. They regard him as holy, supreme, 
and verily believe that the will of the pope is the 
will of God. He exercises a censorship over the 
books which may be read, the papers which may be 
published. He dirests the thoughts and consciences 
of men, and virtually controls all they possess. He 
‘directs the manner of conducting the schools, virtu- 
ally selects the teachers, and wields the power of a 
despot. Many hav realized the barbarous severity 
of the Comstock law, but with Romanism triumphant 
in this country nothing would be allowed to pass 
through the mails which the church Goes not ap- 
prove. 

Now the humblesé individual may publicly tell 
what he thinks of any Jaw, he may criticise any act 
of the president—in short, according to the genius of 
our government, he is the real sovereign. But n9- 
body must criticise the pope or his religion. He is 
perfect, and the Catholie religion was instituted by 
‘God himself. It will be a sorry day when we hav a 
religion which is not only above the government, but 
which shall constitute the government, and which 
no one shall be allowed to criticise. 

Would it not spread alarm if it were known that 
the next presidential term would find a Catholic in 
the presidential chair, and a majority of Catholics in 
the Senate and House of Representativs ? 

When that day comes, as it surely will, and the 
people begin to be taxed to support Catholic schools, 
and to build churches and cathedrals, they will begin 
to wonder how it happened that they were caught 
napping while the enemy passed the outer guard and 
took possession of the country. 

To be forewarned is to be forearmed. Whena 
storm is gathering is it not wisdom to make prepara- 
stion for it if in our power to do so? 

The battle is already joined in regard to the com- 
mon schools, and through strategy and the duplicity 
of political file leaders they will carry one point after 
another, always assailing the weakest point, until 
there will be nothing left which a freeman will feel 
proud of. 

To-day we can say “thus far and no farther ;" to- 
morrow we may be driven to the wall by an enemy 
who acknowledges no known rule of civilized warfare. 
If we allow the enemy to bind us hand and foot we 
may blame ourselvs for the chains which wa are com- 
pelled to wear. Joan Pxcx. 

— M 


This assures the survival; therefore the repro- 
duction of the more selfish, politic, and powerful of 
every species, and these are commonly called “ the 
fittest.” It is stated as an axiom, in the Declaration 
of Independence, that all persons are created equal. 
This, obviously, is an error. Congenital differences 
oft-times render men ingenious or idiotic, sane or in- 
sane, moral cr immoral, well formed or deformed, 
healthy or invalid, useful or otherwise. These con- 
ditions are as inequitable as they are dissimilar ; it 
is beyond the power of an alleged providence to 
equalize them ; but it is man’s province to harmonize 
them as much as possible, and to maintain the rights 
of all so far as he can control them. Nature bestows 
on men their various chsracters and endows them 
with unequal and diversified abilities, but justice 
acknowledges their equal rights. I consider it an 
axiom that each individual is entitled equitably to 
the condition life, which is forced unconditionally 
on all, and to the greatest common facilities for pra- 
serving, sustaining, and enjoying it. Men are also 
entitled to exercise the fullest personal liberty that 
can be shared in common, and this demands that 
“the liberties of one individual must cease where 
another’s rights begin” and the liberties of each 
individual shall be sustained so long as these do not 
conflict with the rights of others. Moreover, it is 
the right of every individual to be perfectly adapted 
to his environment; to be born so and to liv so. I 
conclude that all animals, including man, hav the 
same natural rights for the same general reasons. 


The sum is this, if man’s convenience, health, 

Or safety interfere, his rights and claims 

Are paramount and must extinguish theirs, 

Else they are all—the meanest things that are— 

As free to liv and to enjoy that life 

As God [nature] was free to form them at the first. 
—Cowper. 


We cannot, in all cases, compensate for the injus- 
tice of nature, nor can we hope that anyone born in 
this age will inherit the perfect organism which 
should be his by right ; but man may yet subvert the 
usual order of nature sufficiently to at least treat the 
members of his own species with justice—that be 
will do so isour hope. The natural physical govern- 
ment which we must submit to is a prototype of the 
civil moral one that might be founded on the equal 
rights of men, “ derive its just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed,” be a mutual government in 
every respect, and become eventually a nominal one. 
Let us consider morality. It is moral to refrein from 
evil and it is righteous to do good. I assume that 
on the whole happiness is the greatest good and 
misery the greatest evil. I hold that each of these 
factors is the negation of the other, the inverse 
of that other, and mathematically its reciprocal. I 
also believe that it is the duty of every person to do 
all he can to promote the happiness of his own 
species and that the rightful pleasure of one individ- 
ual is as great a desideratum as that of any cther 
one; that the greatest desideratum is to protect the 
rights of each individual and the “next greatest” 
one is to do the most good to the largest number. 
All things are good to the extent they promote hap- 
piness and evil in ihe degree that they oppose it. I 
know of nothing that is wholly good or entirely evil. 
Moreover, an action may bring pleasure to one and 
sorrow to another irrespectiv of merit or equity. In 
this sense happiness is truly a commodity, and like 
the money on which it is so largely dependent it 
mey be earned, inherited, begged, borrowed, stolen, 
or obtained otherwise. Money is a transferable 
receipt for labor performed; a certificate of value 
created ; an exchangeable commodity of fluctuating 
value. Let us assume it has a constant value and 
use the “almighty dollar” as the symbol of a system 
of morality that may be compared to what the world 
considers financial equity, and be illustrated best by 
a pecuniary comparison. Actions may be properly 
classed in three general divisions. 1. Let us con- 
sider such actions as solely affect, the doer (if 
there be such actions). These must ba good if they 
bring him more pleasure than sorrow, and evil if 
otherwise. Theo he who does an act that solely 
affects himself and produces on the whole three times 
as much sorrow as pleasure, is like a person who 
givs one dollar for twenty-five cents, and cheats 
himself to the extent of seventy-five cents; bui if the 
act in question produces sorrow and givs him no 
pleasure, he is like one who throws a dollar away ; 
and on the other hand if the act brings him three 
times as much happiness as displeasure, he is like 
one who has obtained the value of one dollar for 
twenty-five cents; and if it occasions him no incon- 
venience he is like a New Yorker that has found a 
dollar and is that much ahead ; assuredly. One who 
saves in youth that he may invest in manhood, or 
toils in manhood to provide for age, or practices 
denial in anticipation of a later indulgence, is like a 
person who invests his money with judgment, fully 
comprehending the attendant probabilities and un- 
certainty. The adage that a high rate of interest 
means very poor security, is one that those who sac- 
rifice this life to futurity by investing their legitimate 
pleasures in the “wild-cat securities” of religion, 
would do well to remember. 


2. There is a class of acis that are not sup- 
posed to affect the doer, but are thought to help 
or injure others. To diminish the rightful bap- 
piness of another is wrong and as unjust as it is 
to rob him of money, for the latter is only useful to 
the extent it promotes the ends of pleasure; there- 
fore he whose action solely affects another and does 
that other three times as much harm as good, is like 
one who steals the value of $1 and returns twenty- 
five cents; but if the act produces no pleasure he 
returns nothing, and he is in either case like one who 
bes feloniously deprived another of something that 
will not benefit himself. On the other hand, if the 
deed does not affect the doer and it benefits another 
the former may be likened to a benevolent financier 
who suggests & profitable investment for the funds 
of another. His advice is the result of financial 
knowledge that he has acquired in his own behalf, 
its value is determined by the loss and gain resulting 
from the investment, and if there be no loss, the act 
involved is one hundred per cent good, or wholly so. 

3. There is a class of deeds which affect the hsp- 
piness of both the doer and others. Some doubt- 
lessly will insist that all acts are of this description, 
but I hav admitted the possibility of two other 
classes of deeds, which I hav considered with special 
reference to the rights of man, and djeposed of the 
rights of all the other species by a poetical quotation 
that appears elsewhere in this article. These actions 
of the third class which promote the happiness of 
both parties and increase the sorrow of no one, are 
wholly good. 

These deeds may be compared to the action of a 
person who, lacking sufficient money to make s de- 
sirable investment, borrows the remsirder and in- 
vests the whole successfully to the sdvantage of all 
concerned ; but if the supposed investment is a fail- 
ure that brings pleasure to no one, the action ir- 
volved is wholly evil. He who incommodes himself 
to oblige another promotes the pleasure of the latter 
at the expense of his own enjoyment, if the deed is 
a sacrifice, and if it be so the ast is neither good 
nor evil, for it does not increase happiness nor 
diminish it. 

The action is simply charitable, and charity is an 
equitable distribution of good in a manner optional 
to the beneficiary, wrose personal happiness is of the 
same importance as is thet of the one he benefits. 

I inelude with charity all voluntary gifts avd benc- 
fits which involve a sacrifice to the giver, and Iex- | 
clude from it such gifís and benefits ss afford the 
donor as much pleasure as he could obtain otherwise 
from the expenditure of the same amount of labor, 
money, or value. All acts (save those of charity ard 
necessity) are wrong if they promote the happiness 
of any person (or of all individuels) at the expense 
of the righiful pleasure of any other iadividua). 
This is true whatever be the ratios of the good and 
evil involved, and whatever be the attendant circum- 
stances. 

Tf an action benefits another in the same degree 
that it injures his victim, the former is like one who 
having stolen money from the latter spends if at 
par; if it benefits him more than it injures his vic- 
tim, the former may be said to spend the money to a 
better advantage than the owner could, but if it 
benefits him less than it injures the latter, he does 
not spend it so well; and if it benefits a third party, 
it is like & stolen fund spent in charity. The trans- 
gressor is a thief in any case. If he accomplishes 
his purpose by force he is like a robber, if by decep- 
tion he is a fraud, and this is true whether he wrongs 
an accomplice or a stranger. The comparisons I hav 
made are presented as illustrations, not as argu- 
ments. They are designed to interest the “ finan- 
cial” mind (which is very much the only one). They 
may be recapitulated in a single sentence thai will 
state their moral. It is right to promote the rights 
of man and it is wrong to oppose them; to violate 
them is crime ; to observe them is morality. I class 
all actions as good or bad according to their se- 
quences, irrespectiv of the motivs that inspire them. 
Motivs must practically be nothing, because effects 
are practically everything; but like motivs, never- 
theless, generally result in like effects. Good mo- 
tivs are inspired by conscientionsness, a blind im- 
pulse that impels the individual to do what he be- 
lieves is right. The most atrocious crimes recorded 
in history were committed under the influence of 
this faculty, by persons who believed they were 
saving souls and appeasing the gods. To many 
* there is nothing so certain as uncertainty." These 
seem to attribute all phenomena to the operation of 
supernatural chance. They speak of the “ laws of 
chance” (which hav a practical value), but they as- 
eribe no phenomena to the inevitable operation of 
the law of causation. The farmer, the Seaman, and 
the criminal are dependent on agencies they cennot 
control; so they trust their luck and take their 
chances, hoping that their gods will favor them, snd 
can rarely be convinced that like causes invariably 
produce like effects, This observation applies to peo- 
ple in general, but ina lesser degree. A really in- 
telligent New Yorker once said to me that he had 
sean a foundryman take molten iron in his hand and 
throw it away. I asked him if he did likewise. He 


The True Democracy. 


It is said, “ A government is s necessary evil ;" but 
I deem a righteous one a blessing and hold that 
some form of government is necessary and inevitable. 
We are controled by the same laws of causation that 
govern the other forms of so-called matter, and these 
laws, their ad vantages and penalties, are immutable; so 
must man always be governed to some extent by his 
ever changing environment, which can never become 
perfectly adapted to his progressiv needs. A natural 
government is an arbitrary one, and were we with- 
out a civil law we should experience the injustice. 
and confusion incidental to the general orders of 
nature, who creates myriads of each species that must 
perish in infancy, and other myriads that must 
survive this stage to find life is a state of free con- 
flict in which each individual may get slong as he 
can, and liv as long as he can on those that must 
perish in his behalf. ; 
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replied that he was not a fool and that his clothing | about me. One writes: “Is there anything I can do 


was responsible for any appearance to the contrary. 
He said he supposed if I had done so, it would hav 
been just my luck to gei burnt, but the foundry- 
man happened to escape injury and this is ascribable 
to his good luck. In this case, said he, the same 
cause would hav produced very different effects. 

I tried to explain to him that were his hands as 
tough as those of the foundryman, he could perform 
the same feat the latter did by taking the same pre- 
cautions in preparing his hand—by dipping it in 
water, anoiniing it with storax, or protecting it other- 
wise. He declined to listen to me, saying he knew 
all that leould teach him. I giv this incident in my 
own words, as an illustration of a prevalent opinion. 
One who can trace the operations of causation may 
foretell the future. I: is not impossible that all past 
causes are involved to some extent in each effect, and 
that the latter is a factor to the same degree in all 
effects to follow. I giv this conjecture for what it is 
worth. Be it as it may, the relations of general 
phenomena are so inirioste that although we may 
decide on a standard of good, we cannot determin in 
all cases what acts will promote this end. Therefore 
there will be differences of opinion concerning these 
actions so long as men differ ai sil, and I propose 
that each individual ought to judge for himself such 
acts as primarily affect himself and secondarily affect 
society; and thát the majority should decide those 
acts thai primarily affect society and secondarily 
affect the individual. My remedy for such acís as 
injure the doer by his consent—the acts of charity 
excepted—is to educate him co far as practicable, that 
he may see his own errors and avoid those of others. 
I do not, however, advocate the general education of 
those who are incorrigibly vicious. 

Education is the acquirement of knowledge, and 
knowledge is power. Power is as good or bad as 
the mind which direcis it; accidents excepted. A 
learned rascal can do more harm than an ignorant 
one; and the more his moral education exceeds his 
mental and physical education, the better. 

A government is needed to fulfill the following 
purposes: 1. To protect the liberties of each indi- 
vidual to the extent that these do not conflict with 
the rights of another one; or, in other words, to 
restrain the liberties of anyone when these do con- 
flict with the rights of another. 2. To sustain the 

- sovereignty of the individual—the feeble-minded 
excepted—regarding those actions which affect him- 
self directly and others indirectly, to sustain the 
sovereignty of the minority in those matters that 
mainly affect its peculiar interests, and to sustsin 
the sovereignty of the majority in regulating those 
affairs that affect humanity directly and the individ- 
ual indirectly. This restrains aggression but it 
guarantees to every individual the greatest liberty 
that can be enjoyed by each. 3. A government is 
needed to reform the erring. Let it protect these 
persons, whose characters, like those of others, are 
“the results of inherited temperaments and circum- 
stances.” Let them be reformed by kindness, and 
conceded every right and granted every liberty that 
is consistent with the welfare of society. 4. To 
facilitate the voluntary ecóperaiion of its constitu- 
ents for purposes of production, employment, educa- 
. tion, and defense against a common enemy. Such a 
government must be the government of the individ- 
ual by the individual in his personal issues, the gov- 
ernment of the minority by itself in its peculiar 
issues, and the government of all by the majority in 
those issues that effect humanity at large. 

This is a true democracy. Its benefits should be 
free to all. It is good because it restrains license ; 
it is better because it sustains liberty; it is best 
because it does nob govern. A law that forbids me 
to lift a ton would not govern me nor restrict my 
liberties, for obvious reasons. The system I hav 
suggested cannot govern those who concede to 
others the rights they are entitled to themselvs ; and 
it becomes obsolete to all as fast as its restraints 
can be dispensed with. It is consistent with Nation- 
alism, Socialism, Anarchy, Prohibition, Equal Rights, 
and labor. It isa platform on which ali these may 
unite their strength and discard their differences. 
What can you do to promote this end? I ean do 
nothing. JULIAN MAROELLAS. 


Mr. Harman’s Monthly Letter. 
Kansas PrxrrzNTIARY, Frerg. Drvisros, OrLr No, 27, 
Sunxpaz, June 1, 1890. , } 


Dzar Frenos, RzrLATIVS, FELLOW-WORKERS, AND 
Reapers ALL: My first month of convict life having 
expired I am permitted to send you another friendly 
greeting. Iam very glad to be able to report myself 
well and in usual epirits. That is to say, my health 
is no worse than it has been for several months past. 
I am glad to be able to say that I hav found my sur- 
roundings thus far less annoying and more endurable 
than I expected to find them. For two weeks or 
more I hav been employed in the kitchen—officer’s 
kitchen. My work there is not hard, and the fare 
better adapted to the wants of chronic dyspepsia. 
My chief cause of mental worry now is the knowledge 
of the fact that my friends and relativs are worrying 


for you. Ihav supposed that owing to your age and 
infirmities you would not be put to hard labor, or 
that an equivalent in money would be accepted 
by the officials instead of such labor. Hard work 
would soon kil you. Will they allow you to eat 
such food as your friends may send you?" Another 
writes urging me to order the discontinuance of 
Lucifer and advises the signing of a pledge on my 
part never to engage in the publication of a similar 
paper again. By so doing he thinks the judge, the 
prosecuting attorney, and in fact all who know any- 
thing of the case, would sign a petition to President 
Harrison asking for my release from prison. This 
plan he thinks the only hope. The present sentence 
of five years, with another indictment hengiag 
over me, he says, simply means, in my case, impris- 
onment for life. He then adds: “You can help no 
one by dying in the penitentiary. Your being where 
you are is causing your dearest friends the deepest 
sorrow of their lives. Were you dead they would 
know that you were out of misery, but to know every 
day that you are suffering mentally and perhaps 
physically is simply madness. I cannot rest knowing 
you are where you are and that I cannot help you. 
I do not believe you can know how I suffered when 
I saw you disappear through that door Saturday 
evening with that gang of low, depraved criminals.” 

That these letters and others of similar tone hav 
moved me deeply, that they hav brought my heart 
into my throat, so to speak, and caused unmanly 
tears to flow, I will not pretend to deny. But while 
sincerely thanking all who hav thus spoken for their 
sympathetic interest in my welfare, I wish to say 
very briefly in reply: First, Do not lose any sleep or 
rest because you think me “suffering physically or 
mentally,” for such—except to a very limited extent 
—is not the case. True, there are many privations, 
discomforts, annoyances, and chagrins incident to 
and inseparable from prison life that are not usually 
met with elsewhere, but I hav long since learned that 
to “devour the chagrins of one’s lot” is the true 
philosophy of life. I do not mean to say that I am 
able, by a single effort, to guip down the chagrins of 
my lot and think no more of them. I mean rather 
that by my persistent effort I am generally able, as 
in the present instance, to rise superior to my sur- 
roundings, and to enjoy the calm satisfaction and 
peace of mind that is not born of circumstance, and 
that is largely, if not wholly, independent of circum- 
stance. 

Secondly, I wish to say in regard to making 
pledges for the future in order to secure release 
that while I cannot foresee what I may be willing to 
do a year or two from now, for the present I must re- 
gretiully decline to comply with the well-meant pro- 
posal of my friend quoted above. While estimating 
freedom of the body at its full value I prize mental 
or intellectual freedom still more highly. If ever 
these prison doors open to let me out I want to walk 
forth a free man! Not hampered or handicapped 
with embarrassing pledges or promises. Just now I 
feel much as I suppose Emerson felt when he wrote : 
“Let it not be recorded in our own memories, that 
in this moment of the eternity, when we who were 
named by our names, flitted across the light, we were 
afraid of any fact, or disgraced the fair day by a pu- 
sillanimous preference of our bread to our freedom ” 
(vol. i, p. 158). 

My single sheet is about full I wish, in closing, 
to return heartfelt thanks to all who hav written to 
me here, and to say fo all who may intend to write: 
Please be careful what you write, if you do not wish 
me to be deprived of the privilege of receiving letters 
from the outside ; and to all who, whether writing or 
not, believe that “ thoughts are things” I would say, 
please send some of your best thoughts hitherward ; 
and for mottoes or targets upon which to focalize 
those hitherward thoughts, I suggest the following 
words: Patience, endurance, self-control, cheerful- 
ness, hopefulness, aspiration, inspiration. Yours for 
Truth, Right, and Justice, Moses Harman. 


—_———— 
Mr. Heywood’s Trial. 


From the Boston Herald, June 11th and 12th. 

It was just 10:30 o'clock when the rustling of 
Judge Oarpenter’s long black silk robe was heard, as 
he emerged from the little retiring-room in the 
United States district court this morning and took 
his seat behind the high, plain-looking desk, prepar- 
atory to beginning the second day’s proceedings in 
the case of the government against Ezra H. Heywood, 
of Princeton, charged with sending obscene, lewd, 
and corrupting documents through the mails. 

Mr. Obarles H. Howard was on the stand. 
He said he was a clerk in a Princeton store, and was 
also a deputy postmaster in his little town. Saw 
Mr. Heywood at the post-office on the 28th of April, 
when he brought a number of copies of the Word 
in a basket to be mailed. When Mr. Heywood 
brought the papers in he said he wanted them to go 
that night. The next morning Mr. Heywood came 
around and wanted to know what Postmaster Greg- 
ory had decided in regard to allowing his papers to 


be forwarded, and the witness said to him that the 
papers had been declared unmailable. 

John H. Barlo, a post-office inspector, identified 
certain papers he had taken from the mail containing 
the article complained of. District-Attorney Allen 
rolled two big leather mail pouches in front of the 
witness and asked him to open them, which he pro- 
ceeded to do. When the contents were dumped 
upon the floor there was a variegated pyramid of 
little packages, and the inspector began to pull it 
over and select the various issues of Mr. Heywood’s 
publication. . , 

A. great deal of the court’s time was occupied by 
the inspector's disintegration of the stock of papers 
which came from the mail bags. When the papers 
came into the possession of the inspector he had 
them taken to the train and brought to Boston, where 
they hav been ever since. 


Lawyer Ohamberlain thereupon filed a number of 
objections relating to the violation of certain postal 
rights which ate guaranteed by the Constitution, 
claiming that the seizure of the papers was unreason- 
able and unauthorized, and an invasion of the 
sanctity of personal liberty. The motion was over- 
ruled, and counsel noted an exception. 

Postmaster Gregory was redalled and identified 
the superseription on a number of the mail packages 
88 being in the handwriting of Mr. Heywood. 

Re-cross-examined: Mr. Heywood brought the 
papers to the office and expected them to go out as 
others had. The clerk made the entry of the weights. 

Counsel Searle then read portions of the indict- 
ment, showing that a number of errors were con- 
tained in that instrument, and he proceeded to ad- 
dress the judge, claiming that the charge in the 
indictment was not descriptiv of the offense. Coun- 
sel went on at great length in his comments on the 
weakness of the government’s case, as it had not 
been shown that the defendant was guilty of know- 
ingly depositing in the mails matter which was 
lewd, obscene, and lascivious, and Mr. Searle, there- 
fore, asked that the judge instruct the jury to acquit 
the defendant. He also made a point that the papers 
were not, in fact, mailed, as no stamps had been 
placed on the wrappers, while the law provides that 
postage must be prepaid, unless otherwise provided 
for. 

In answer the district attorney went out for a 
decision he had in his mind bearing on these points, 
but he was gone so long the court took a recess. 
When court came in the district attorney’s arms 
were burdened with heavy legal volumes, and he pro- 
ceeded to combat the point raised by Mr. Searle, in 
that the indictment was defectiv because the names 
contained in that instrument were not the same 
as on the wrappers of the papers introduced 
as a part of the evidence. The authorities 
quoted very emphatically declared that the difference 
in an initial was immaterial. 

The judge in his reply said that the first count of 
the indictment [the O’Neil letter] would be thrown 
oul, but that he should refuse to instruct the jury 
in accordance with Lawyer Searle’s request. 

The lawyer then asked that the indictment be 
read to the jury, but again the judge interposed his 
objections. 

Mr. Searle then took up a position immediately 
in front of the twelvé men good and true, and, with 
his thumbs in the tops of his trousers pockets, pro- 
ceeded to open the case for the defendant. He 
placed himself in close touch with the jurymen by 
alluding to their intellectual and pleasant faces, and 
then proceeded to explain certain cabslistic figures 
and letters which appeared on the first page of the 
Word. “X. L.” he said, meant “Year of Love.” 
The two material questions presented by the case 
were whether the defendant deposited any or all of 
these packages in the United States mail, and whether 
these documents were unmailable by reason of their 
being obscene, lewd, or lascivious. Mr. Searle then 
read from the Word certain articles coming within 
the indictment and relating to sex ethics. We shall 
show, he said, thet Mr. Heywood is a graduate from 
one of our leading colleges, a journalist of long 
standing, and a man of superior education. He has 
been an advocate of certain reforms during his life, 
always taking advanced ground, and his character at 
all times has been unimpeachable. The latter years 
of his life hav been devoted to bringing about an im- 
provement in the home, and to trying to make of it 
paradise on earth, or as near that as can be accom- 
plished. 

The first witness called by the defense was Jerome 
Manning, a lawyer, who at one time resided in Wor- 
cester. He had known Mr. Heywood upward of 
twenty years, and his reputation was all right so far 
as the witness knew.  . 

Dr. E. O. Hebbard said he bad known the defend- 
ant for twenty-five years, and that his reputation was 
good. He had never, in fact, heard a word against 
him. 

Mrs. Heywood was next called to the witness- 
stand. A judicial storm gathered immediately after 
Mr..Chamberlain’s first question, which was: “ What 
were the circumstances which impelled you to write 
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the article in question?” (This referred to one of the 
extracts read by Mr. Searle in his opening.) 


The judge said: “ The only thing for you to prove 
is whether the matter complained of was not ob- 
acene.” But this did not satisfy Mr. Chamberlain, who 
was conducting the direct examination, and he at- 
tempted to make Judge Oarpenter recede from his 
position. 

“You don’t seem to understand what the issue is,” 
remarked the judge. ‘All this talk is totally irrele- 
vant. The purpose of this man in sending out these 
papers has nothing to do with this cause.” 

“Tf evidence of this nature is going to be excluded, 
we might as well hav no trial at all.” 

“T shall not allow those questions. I am sorry to 
say it in that way, but I am compelled to,” replied 
the judge. 

Mrs. Heywood here attempted to address the 
court, but the judge held up his hand in admonition, 
but he did not succeed in stopping the witness until 
he gave her an imperativ order to cease her remarks. 


Judge Carpenter added to his ruling that the stat- 
ute prohibits the sending of certain matter through 
the mails, and declares it to be equally bad to for- 
ward documents of an obscene character, whether 
they are designed for the enlightenment or the de- 
basement of the world. 


Mr. Chamberlain continued fo insist upon intro- 
ducing the motiv for the publication, when the judze 
ordered him to take his seat. 

* Of course, I must yield,” said the attorney. 

“What is Mr. Heywood's reputation as a man of 
high moral principles?” asked Mr. Chamberlain. 

“T object,” said the district attorney. 

The question was ruled out, and the defense noted 
an exception. 

* From your association with Mr. Heywood, what 
can you say as to his sobriety and personal 
integrity ?” 

An objection was sustained and another exception 
filed. 

“Do you practice the principles set forth in the 
articles published in these papers, Mrs. Heywood?” 

Objected to, and a third exception recorded. - 

“I would like to get something before the jury 

bearing on this phase of the case,” urged Mr. Cham- 
^ berlain. 

But the judge was inexorable, and in despair Mr. 
Chamberlain remarked: “That is the end of our 
ease. That is all, Mrs. Heywood.” 

She was followed by Mr. Heywood, who tightly 
grasped in his left hand a document which proved 
later to be a copy of certain decisions bearing on 
cases similar to the one he was intgrested in. He 
testified that he had been editor of the Word for the 
past eighteen years. : 

“To what purpose is the paper devoted?" was 
Mr. Chamberlain’s question. 

The district attorney objected, and Mr. Chamber- 
lain, pressing his point, said he wished to show that 
the publieation was devoted to the furtherance of a 
scientific subject. The judge would not allow the 
witness to answer. 

* Has there been a promiscuous circulation of your 
paper ?” 

* Only by decoys and spotters.” . 

* Are you under indictment in the state court ?" 

Upon the judge ruling this question out, Mr. 
Chamberlain remarked, sotto voce, “ It seems to me 
that this man is the victim of the most rascally per- 
secution ever coming under my notice.” 

* One more remark like that, Mr. Chamberlain, and 
I will rule you out of this case,” said the judge, 
calmly. 

Witness went on to state that he had published 
his paper eighteen years, and if was not his purpose 
to run counter to the laws of the government. When 
he learned from the postmaster of Princeton that his 
papers had been withheld he asked him the reason, 
and he replied that it was because of the “ Mother” 
article; he believed it was the department's ruling 
that the sentiment of the article was wrong and ob- 
jectionable. Witness asked the postmaster how he 
was to know what mailable matter was until after he 
had submitted it to the office. He gave no satisfac. 
tory reply and refused to giv the papers back. 

On cross-examination there were à number of tilts 
between the judge and counsel, and the lawyers 
were given much valuable advice as to the merits of 
many of their interrogatories. 

“Did you direet that wrapper?’ asked District- 
Attorney Allen of the witness, as he held up a sealed 
copy of the Word. 

“T decline to answer,” replied Mr. Heywood. 
am not called upon to incriminate myself.” 

“Had you ever mailed your paper at any other 
place than Princeton ?” 

“T decline to answer.” 

“Did you say anything to the postmaster about 
the papers going out the night you mailed them ?” 

* T don't remember that I did." 

“Did you make inquiry the next morning if they 
had been dispatched?” i 

«T did." 

* What was said in response 7” 
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“He said he held them in accordance with a deci- 
sion of the department.” 

“Don’t you know that you can get an opinion 
before mailing whether or not certain matter is 
objectionable to the post-office authorities ?” 

"I never knew it until this trap was sprung 
on me.” l 


The Boston Globe's Report of the Last Day. 

Ezra H. Heywood, the noted Princeton publisher, 
made his appearance at the United States district 
court this morning for the third time this week, 
accompanied by a brown straw hat, a rather volumi- 
nous umbrella, a regular library of papers and docu- 
ments, and several members of his interesting family. 

The somewhat exciting tilts between Lawyer 
Chamberlain, one of his counsel, and Judge Carpen- 
ter yesterday had lent a new spice to the case, and 
the possibility of a renewal of the legal pyrotechnics 


to-day drew a new contingent of spectators, not a|- 


few of whom were equipped with copies of the 
naughty Word, into whose depth they dipped with 
evident interest from time to time. | 

After a brief colloquy between Mr. Heywood and 
the court as to certain evidence furnished the jury 
bearing upon the defendant’s past record, the latter 
addressed the court and read an interesting argu- 
ment in defense of his position from manuscript. 
He first quoted from the amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, and dwelt with some 
emphasis upon the fact that this well-known instru- 
ment is popularly supposed to guarantee that an 
accused person shall be confronted with his accusers. 

He strongly contended that he had meant no 
harm—that there was not any such statutory offense 
as obscenity—it is more a physical than a mental dis- 
ease. In fact, so confident had the defendant been 
that the purity of his motivs and the integrity of his 
work needed no vindication at the hands of any 
intelligent tribunal, that he had at first thought of 
declining legal assistance altogether. 

There was not the slightest attempt on the part of 
Mr. Heywood to veil the words and terms he used, 
but he made them stand out in as forcible relief as a 
collection of ancient statuary under the blaze of an 
electric light. 

Judge Carpenter gave close attention, but indulged 
in a judicial yawn occasionally, and District-Attorney 
Allen gazed intently at the orator's back, while Law- 
yer Chamberlain, doubtless ruminating upon the 
rather discouraging outcome of his little “circus” 
with the judge the day before, followed more or less 
closely the drift of his client’s argument. 

As for Mrs. Heywood, who sat with one of her 
rather pretty children on her lap, her gaze never 
wandered from the face of her better half, and she 
unconsciously nodded approval when her husband 
declared that not enough attention is being paid to 
the teaching of physiology in our schools, and that if 
a bad book was published he wanted his children to 
read it, so that they could learn the harm that was 
in it. 

In reading certain extracts from copies of the 
Word, Mr. Heywood asked the court if those papers 
eould go to the jury, so that they could see what the 
general tenor of the publieation was. 

‘All the papers will go to the jury," replied the 
eourt. 

Once or twice the judge was compelled to invite 
Mr. Heywood to hew more closely to the line, and 
he obeyed with more alacrity than did his counsel 
yesterday. 

Anthony Comstock, as pictured from time to time 
by the defendant, was a veritable monster and the 
natural enemy of all free and independent women in 
the country, and more than once did he figure prom- 
inently in the orator's remarks. 

Referring to the origin of the prosecution, Mr. 
Heywood said that it was *undoubtedly the voice of 
the devout Wanamaker, but the hand of Comstock," 
that is responsible for it. 

After speaking for about two hours Mr. Heywood 
closed with an eloquent peroration that would hav 
done credit to many a brilliant lawyer. 

A recess was then taken. 

When the court came in again, District-Attorney 
Frederick D. Allen got up and opened his argument 
for the prosecution.  Postmaster-General Wana- 
maker, addressing his Philadelphia Sunday-school, 
could not hav talked more familiarly than did 
Mr. Allen to the jury, as, striding up and down 
before them, he told them that this was not a 
question of free speech or freedom of the press, but 
a question of morals. 

He told them where they must draw the line be- 
tween liberty and license, and said that while a man 
has a perfect right to teach his children what he 
pleases, that does not giv him the right to put these 
teachings in black and white and send them through 
the mighty enginery of the mails to other people’s 
children. 

As to the copies of the Word that were detained 
by the post-office authorities, he claimed that they 
were held in accordance with law, and that there was 
no personal animus or malice whatever behind the 
prosecution, . 


‘When Mr. Allen had finished, Lawyer Chamber- 


lain made an unsuccessful attempt to get in & correc- 
tion of some of the district attorney’s statements, 
and Judge Carpenter then charged the jury briefly. 


At the close of the charge the long-expected colli- 


sion between Lawyer Chamberlain and the court oc- 
curred. 


The charge had apparently not been very satis- 


factory to the lawyer, for he entered a long list of 
exceptions to certain statements in it, winding up 
by excepting to the charge 2n toto. 


Judge Onrpenter could hardly repress a smile as 


he replied that he had not made the statements 
alleged by the New Yorker, and said that the latter 
must hav been suffering irom mental introspection. 


He took some of the exseptions under considera- 


tion, however, and then the jury retired to deliberate. 


— to 
Mr. Heywood’s View of the Matter. 


To rae Eprrog or Tae Trorn Szexer, Sir: 


Some days ago I sent you newspaper reports of the 
so-called “trial,” which indicated somewhat of what 
was said and done. 
any other impartial judge we could hav won the case 
easily. The lawyers, Messrs. Searle and Chamber- 
lain, did everything possible, and I made the best 
appeal I could to the jury in the two hours allowed 
me; 
adverse pressure upon us. 
record in previous cases were admitted in evidence, 
but no facts stating that, in all previous cases, the 
government yielded the issue ultimately, were al- 
lowed in evidence or in my sddress to the jury. As 
to alleged “obscenity,” we were not permitted to 
compare the indicted matter with the Bible, * Cupid's 
Yokes,” “Leaves of Grass,” “Illustrated Physiol- 
ogy,” Trall’s “Sexual Physiology,” for instance, or 


With Nelson on the bench or 


but “conviction” was inevitable under the 


Facts against me in my 


with other scientific medical or literary works. The 
articles in the indictment were not allowed to be 


read to the jury, so that they did not know what 


matter was in consideration until after they retired 


to their room. There was really no “public trial,” 


which the Constitution guarantees every accused 
person. 

No complainant, not even as “decoy,” material- 
ized; but “instructions from Washington,” saying, 
“Push Heywood,” indicated, “bodied forth” the 
plaintiff as John Wanamaker, slias Anthony Oom- 
stock. Postmaster Deacon Gregory at Princeton is 
ordered” from Washington, so he says, to require 
anyone representing our publishing business to 
deposit for mailing printed matter, before he will 
say whether said matter is meilable or not; that is, 
he requires one to commit an “ offense” liable to ten 
years’ imprisonment, before he can know whether a 
given paper or book is mailable. Such is the trap 
which has been set for us in the Princeton post-office 
since April 15th, and the jaws of said trap there are 
still wide open, hungry for victims. Deacon Gregory 
pronounced May Word mailable, but “orders” from 
Washington require us to reénter the Word news- 
paper for re-registration. So May Words hav been 
held back three weeks on this last trick to “push 
Heywood.” ‘There is no law to justify this outrage, 
but it is done all the same. This base assault on 
the rights of publishers and subscribers is imper- 
sonal; yet, plainly enough, it is the devout voice of 
Jacob Wanamaker, but the crafty hand cf Hsau 
Comstock. Among others coming to the front to 
denounce the outrage is Prof. N. S. Shaler, of Har- 
vard College, a reader of our publications, and from 
home I hav hearty assurance of cooperativ effort to 
help us assert free speech, now agsin savagely 
assailed in my person. 

Truly yours, 

Boston, June 15th. 


—_— 1 Oo 

Ir appears then that Bayle should rather hav ex- 
amined whether Atheism or fanaticism is the most 
dangerous. Fanaticism is certainly a thousand 
times the most to be dreaded ; for Atheism inspires 
no sanguinary passion, but fanaticism does. A 
Let us suppose, with the author of the Commenta- 
rium Rerum Gallicarum, that the high-chaneellor De 
lHopital was an Atheist: he made none but wise 
laws; he recommended only moderation and concord. 
The massacres of St. Bartholomew were committed 
by fanatics. Hobbes passed for an Atheist; yet he 
led a life of innocence and quiet, while the fanatics of 
his time deluged England, Scotland, and Ireland 
with blood. Spinosa was not only an Atheist, he 
taught Atheism: but assuredly he had no part in 
the juridical assassination of Barneveldt; nor was it 
he who tore in pieces the two brothers DeWitt, and 
ate them off the gridiron. They who hav 
maintained that a society of Atheists may exist, hav 
then been right; for it is laws that form society ; 
and these Atheists, being moreover philosophers, 
may lead a very wise and very happy life under the 
shade of those laws. They will certainly liv in 
society more easily than superstitious fanstics. 
People one town with Epicureans such as Simonides, 
Protagoras, Des Barreaux, Spinosa; and another 
with Jansenists and Molinisis—in which do you 
think there will be the most quarrels end tumulte? 
-— Voltaire, 


E. H. Herwoop. 
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Communications. 


Fear of Gods. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.—Bidle. 

The love of life, the instinct of self-preservation, is 
an element or impulse of all sentient beings that hav 
a consciousness of existenca as physical organisms. 
This is from necessity a condition of life; as much 
SO as dimensions, attraction, and gravitation are 
conditions of inorganic matter. We cannot conceive 
of matter as existing without these conditions, prop- 
erties, or qualities. Neither can we conceive of or- 
ganic life, high enough in the scale of being to be 
endowed with sensation and power to respond to 
nervous stimuli, as existing without this instinct of 
self-preservation. N 

From this root or basic point common to sensuous 
organized life, springs all moral and intelleotaal 
consciousness; sll the passions, impulses, and pro- 
pensities. To flee or shrink from whatever disturbs, 
distresses, or threatens to dsstroy the life of the 
creature, and to seek safety elsewhere, is as natural 
to animated beings, is as much a condition of 
their existence as light, heat, and moisture are a 
part of, essential to, and inseparable from vegetable 
life, cr as the properties of incrganic matter are in- 
separable from it. 

We talk about the designs of God when we con- 
template the system of nature and we say “he willed 
to creste things as they are,” as though he or it were 
arbitrary, and had a choice in dividing creation into 
inorganic, vegetable, and animal life, and subdi- 
viding into infinit variety the forms which this life 
should take. We are generally too blind, indolent, 

. Or superstitious to look into the secrets of nature, 
which are entirely within the reach of our vision, and 
Bee that matter could nob exist under the circum- 
stances in any other way than that in which we find 
it—that it is no more within the scope or functions 
of God's power to change it than it is within our 
own. Light, heat, and moisture, or their conserva- 
tion in more subtil forms or forces, hav produced 
all the degrees and qualities of life found in ihe 
habitable earth. 

All are the product of fixed laws and principles 
inherent in matter, and no arbitrary or capricious 
will of God can change them. The instincts of ani- 
mals and men are as much the product of these 
forces acting on the nervous system as are the phys- 
ical forms of life. It is all evolution and progres- 
sion. By s gradual process, change, advancement 
from the lower to the higher, is ever procseding. 
Each genoration transmits its acquisitions or in- 
creased capacities to the next. This may not be 
generally observed or believed, yet it has been 
proved and demonsirated to be a fact. 

Many animals through this process hav become 
endowed with a high degree of sagacity and power 
of self-preservation. 

Man stands at the head of animated beings in this 
cerebral or intellectual development. . 

Ag there sre grades of life among animals, so there 
are grades of life among men. As the species mul- 
tiplied, some were necessarily crowded out of the 
best environment and obliged to find quarters in 
inferior localities, where climate, food, and surround- 
ings were less auspicious, and their development was 
thus partially arrested. These unforiunates are 
still remaining in a state of savagery or barbarism. 

In other instances multiplication has exceeded the 
supplies of life so far as to stint and starve the 
masses, 80 88 to suppress or retard mental or moral 
growth and prevent progress. Some of the older 
populations remain in this condition. 

Even in intelligent communities there are causes 
operating often te keep a large proportion of the 
people in a low and feeble state of moral and mental 
development. Hereditary habits and restricted 
opportunities seem to fasten themselvs on families, 
clans, and localities, with a tenacity that it is often 
dificult to break up or reform. If any portion of 
society remains in this condition, it Operates 88 a 
continual drawback on the prosperity of the more 
fortunate. They add to the burdens of the self- 
‘Supporting and tend to keep society more barbaric 
by the debasing influence of their ignorance, super- 
stition, and attachment to their inherited lower 
thoughts and modes of living. The roligious views 
of this class react largely on gociety. 

The more enlightened and progressiv classes are 
tethered to them and are kept back in the work of 
progress and menial freedom. “Evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners and good morals." 

The upright in motiv lose their integrity by min- 
gling with and adapting their thoughts and teach- 
ings to the condition of the immoral, ignorant, and 
superstitious. 


We may not be conscious of it, but the virus of 


the vulgar secretly poisons the channels of all moral 
life, and keeps alive in the publie mind many of the 
barbarie sentiments, motiva, and instincts that be- 
longed to more primitiv ages. Among these are 
fear and the awe and veneration that hav grown out 
o! it. Emotions, if they were once useful, are now 
anong the greaves: inpsdiments to progress. 


Until they are eliminated from the body politic, 
our progress must be extremely slow. 

After animals had advanced so far as to become 
endowed with the special senses, perhaps there was 
no one impersonal phenomenon that so affected the 
higher order of life with fear and learned it to shrink 
from danger, as the thunder storm. Earthquakes, 
violent winds, and floods of rain would each startle 
the emotion, and prompt the animal to seek shelter 
from the threatening danger. With these accompa- 
nied with brilliant or lurid flashes of lightning and 
sharp, terrific explosions of thunder, affecting the 
three senses of sight, sound, and feeling so forcibly, 
the animal could not fail to be impressed painfully, 
and its sense of fear aroused to activity in making 
efforts to escape from the causes producing the 
shock on its nervous system. In certain stages of 
animal life, fear has been an indispensable auxiliary 
to advance its development and to save it frem de- 
struction. It has had much to do in originating and 
evolving the moral sense in man. His feeble reason- 
ing powers were esrly excited into activity by the 
thunder storm. Awed by its presence, he wanted to 
account for it. His first impulses at explanation 
prompted him to ascribe it to a personality residing 
in the heavens. 

An impalpable, invisible, but mighty personality, 
the creator of matter and of man, was traveling in, or 
by his omuipresence was occupying, different parts of 
the heavenr, manifesting his power in a threatening 
way to awe and humble man into submission, or 
ctherwise he was in danger of feeling his vengeance. 
It was from this prompting fear, and this kind of 
reasoning, that the moral and religious emotions had 
their beginning and hav gradually grown into sucha 
mighty force in controling human society. Every 
child born, that livs to adult life, must go through 
the same emotional and mental processes that were 
incident to the earlier stages of the race. The 
example of the parent or of older companions, with 
their explanations, lead the child into the mental 
and moral path of its ancestors. | 

The terrific being who rides in the thunder storm 
haunts the imagination and impresses with awe. 
Men are taught that tbe “fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom ;” that “to fear God and 
keep his commandments is the whole duty of man.” 
Lessons that originated ina state of semi-barbarism 
are strenuously pressed upon us as the ultimatum of 
divine truth and of unimpeachable authority. Ap- 
peals to fear as a means of restraint are characteris- 
tic lessons of the Hebrew scriptures. The period to 
which they refer and purport to be a history of was one 
in which man was governed more through fear than 
from any higher or better motiv. Fear makes the 
savage a natural coward and cruel to the enemy he 
has in his power. Cowardice and cruelty go 
together. 

The savage reverences the chief that is in power. 
He reverences and stands aghast before power 
everywhere. This sense of reverence keeps him in 
subjection. It paralyzes his energies, suppresses 
his ambition, prevents aspiration; it cows, and in- 
timidates from enlightenment. Fear and reverence 
are elements of savage life, and wherever they pre- 
vail man is in bondage, a victim to their low im- 
pulses, and is afraid of the light, the intelligence, 
that might tend to discredit or destroy his faith in 
thom. 

Wherever we find fear and reverence they sre 
too often accompanied by meanness, intolerance, and 
injustice. “There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment.” 
* He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” Fear 
and reverence unmans, prostrates, subjugates, and 
retards man’s progress from barbarism. 

In religious associations and communities these 
fearing, reverent Christians, with all their profes- 
sions of piety, are the most serious and stubborn 
obstacles to intellectual growth that society has to 
coniend with. They believe ina religion of fear and 
not in one of light. They believe in subserviency 
and submission, and not in intelligent independence. 
They believe in placating the unseen powers and 
surrendering to them, rather than in unmasking 
them of their terrors, their threatened severe treat- 
ment of those who do not properly reverence and 
Obey them. In their estimation it isa greater virtue 
to submit with superstitious awe to the restrictions 
imposed by a blind reverence for the ignorance and 
barbarisms of the past, and suffer the evils it entails, 
and call them a visitation from God, than to fear- 
lessly and irreverently subject the whole theory and 
system of faith founded on it to the severest tests, 
in order to get at the truth. These reverent, fear- 
ing believers end worshipers will oppose and stifle 
any inquiry, if they ean, that might expose the fal- 
laey and weakness of their cherished delusion. 

They profess to be friends of education, of in- 
telligence and eulture, but they frown upon and for- 
bid, as far as they can, their uses in exploding and 
dissipating the mists and mockeries of ancient error, 
because they cherish them as precious, both from 
their antiquity and for the affection they hav acquired 
for them. Such is the weakness cf human beings 
that thin clos, tramm-led with a blind reverence for 


theories and beliefs and by their effect on their feel- 
ings, is put forward to lead and giv direction to the 
thoughts of the young. 

Fear of men, reverence for institutions, opinions, 
and usages, moral cowardice, are the bane and scan- 
dal of society. Evils and follies continue among us 
unchallenged, yet meekly tolerated and countenanced, 
lest in opposing them some one might be offended, 
displeased, or some prejudices or feelings be 
wounded. Yes, most of us are afraid to tell the 
truth and be honest. If we hava judgment or opin- 
ion we are afraid to reveal it if it should be 
unwelcome to those in authority, out of a reverence 
for their positions, and a fear of a reaction against 
our Own prospects. i 

We expose oursel! a to deserved ridicule and con- 
tempt, and curtail our usefulness, by our cowardice, 
the preduct of our fear and reverence. We stand 
aparè and keep our thoughts from one another, and 
let things drift, or ba managed and mangled by the 
bigoted, the incompetent, and vicious, because our 
superstitious terrors hav deprived us of the proper 
courage. 

We fall in with the forms and follies we hav in- 
herited, rather than allow ourselvs the right to doubt 
or to test them by the light of truih, for fear of the 
feelings of some one being disturbed. We speak of 
our principles and convictions, but we know them 
only by name, and scarry them out in routine per- 
f-rmances, with cbsequious precision, according to 
our traditions. 

The few look upon the masses as their followers, 
and the many look to the few as their leaders. The 
habit of reverent submission has stifled and forbid- 
den, has obviated the necessity and suppressed the 
ambition or aspiration for, independent thought or 
inguiry. 

Reverence and fear quench the vigorous life and 
true intellectual courage of the mind, and reduce 
the individual to a state of acquiescent dependence 
on the will of others. 

Because the world was governed by fear during 
the dark and dreary centuries of the past, when 
human beings were in a state of barbarism, when the 
passions and emotions were strong, and furnished 
the chief motivs which appeals could be made to and - 
control exercised by, it does not follow that it must 
always continue so. If the childhood of the race re- 
quires the treatment of the individual child, it does 
not follow that either the race or the individual 
should always romain in its infantil or adolescent 
state. Paul said he put away his childish things 
when he became a man. 

It is just as essential and indispensable that an 
adult, cultivated, intelligent society should put away 
all these ancient, childish lessons and practices, as it 
is that the adult, intelligent man should do so. We 
never can become what we should and what it is our 
right to be, while we teach or countenance the bar- 
barian precepts and proverbs of our benighted and 
enslaved ancestors. They do not belong to us, and 
they sre a burden, a gloom, an overshadowing and 
oppressiv nightmare to all who giv them credence or 
heed them. We are told that “love is the fulfilling 
of the law.” '* God is love," so we hav no longer any 
occasion for fear even in our religion, or the Jaw by 
which we are governed, and if we will remain so 
stupid, so enslaved and degraded, by the supersti- 
tions of the past as to giv any countenance to the 
faith and lessons of barbarism, we deserve the igno- 
miny and infamy we are entitled to and fairly earn. 

Philadelphia, June, 1890. T. E. Loxasnonx. 


SD HO 

Mr. J. B. Holgate and His True Theology. 

A few weeks ago 8 Liberal friend of mine for- 
warded to my address a pamphlet written by Jerome 
B. Holgate and entitled, “The True Theology," ask- 
ing me to review the same. Having been informed 
that copies of * The True Theology” hav been dis- 
tributed or sold all over the Union and are therefore 
likely to be handed to Freethinkers by zealous Ohris- 
tian friends, I thought that the following criticism 
of mine might perhaps prove useful. 

According to the title of Mr. Holgate’s pamphlet 
his “true theology” is capable of “ harmonizing rev- 
elation, reason, ecience, the evolutions of history, 
and furnishing a basis for a common faith.” To giv 
his readers an idea of his vast stores of information 
and his varied knowledge, he at first proceeds to giv 
a short synopsis of ancient religions—a synopsis full 
of misrepresentations. He says that all religions 
are developed out of one common religion which pre- 
vailed on the great plateau in upper Asia, the inbab- 
itants of which originally worshiped a supreme 
being, and snother being, a god of evil, who was 
subordinate to the former. I am at 9 loss to know 
where the writer, who is very careful not to mention 
the authorities for his extraordinary statements, 
received this surprising information. We do not 
know where stood the cradie cf the human family— 
both tropic and arctic regions hav been assigned—but 
we do not know, judging fróm now living savage 
tribes, that primitiv man could not hav possessed 
words for low gencrs!ities and abstractions, henca 
still less for an ides like supreme being, which com- 
bines kigh g-ecrelity with highest sabstractness. 
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Thousands of years must hav rolled by before man 


reached that point of mental development, and if Mr. 
Holgate had consulted the early hymns of Rig Veda 
in place of the latter ones, he would hav perceived 


that his supreme being, Varuna, is none but the | th 


heaven which covers Prethivi (earth) and hence iden- 
tical with the Greek’s Oursnusg, who originally was 
termed koilon (vault, hollow), a term retained in the 
Latin ccclum. Later in time Varuna becomes an 
unseen almighty being, a father of men, but even 
then there is nothing spiritual or moral in his battles 
with Vitra, the demon of darkness, whose name is 
built up on the same root as Varuna. It is simply & 
battle of physical forces. 


Next Mr. Holgate informs us that this “high 


God,” Varuna, was. revealed to the Hebrews under 
the name Jehovah—/a or Je (Lord), ho or hoa (high), 
veh or vah (unborn, unchangeable, eternal). Not 
being the owner of a dictionary of Vedic Sansorit, 
I cannot at present state whether the interpretation 
of the word Jehovah—allowing this to be a Sansorit 
derivation composed of three roots—is true, but I 
may suggest that great care should be taken in the 
translation of Sanscrit, which as a language is even 
more fiexible than the text of the Bible when inter- 
preted by ecclesiastics to harmonize revelation and 
science. There are twenty-one Vedic names for 
earth, and the word arha, for instance, can mean ray, 
sun, hymn, food, learned man, copper, ete. 

Letting Sanserit alone, we will turn to Egyptian, 
and we find here that the name Jehovah was known 
to the inhabitants of the Nile valley, who called it 
Y-ha-ho or Y-ar-weh (Lord), and it was probably 
known to the worshipers of Serapis, who called it J- 
ha-ho. In Ex. ii, Jehovah styles himself “I am 
that I am,” and this Hebrew “I am” is exactly 
identical with the “I am” found in the Egyptian 
name for God, “ Nuk-Pa-Nuk” (I am that I am). 
As for the name E: Shaddai, this too corresponds to 
an Egyptian name, to Nutsr Nutra, and signifies 
“the mighty one,” “the terrible one." 

Like the surrounding nations, the Jews worshiped 
for a long time a plurality of gods, a fact indicated 
by the name Jehovah Elohim (Lord of gods), but 

. this word Elohim is likewise applied to ghosts, kings, 
judges ; in fact, to persons and things that are high 
or great. And the same is the case with the words 
Adonai (Lord) and El Shaddai, which also are ap- 
plied to natural as well as supernatural beings. 

It was, says Mr. Holgate, this Jehovah, or El 
Shaddai, who through the agencies of angels made a 
revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai. “This revela- 
tion was a historical event, as much so as was our 
Declaration of Independence, and there is nothing 
like it in all other literature of the ancient world.” 

I wish to state that here, as everywhere else where 
Mr. Holgate poses as a religious scholar, he is very 
much mistaken. It was not angels, but God him- 
self, who wrote the Commandments (compare Ex. 
xx) and ancient literature does contain some- 
thing very much like the famous Ten Commandments 
—which we, by the way, do not possess in their 
original form. For the present form of the Com- 
mandments I refer the reader to Ex. xx; originally 
they probably ran as follows: “I, Yahweh, am 
your God. Worship no other gods besides me. 
Make no image of a god. Commit no perjury. Re- 
member to keep holy the Sabbath day. Honor your 
father and your mother. Commit no murder. Break 
not the marriage vow. Steal not. Bear no false 
witness. Covet not” (Dr. Oort in “ Bible for Learn- 
ers,” vol. i, p. 18). , 

Better than these are the ten commandments of 
Buddha : 2. Not to steal. 3. To 
be chaste. 4. Not to bear false witness. 5. Not to 
lie. 6. Not to swear. 7. To avoid impure words. 
8. To be disinterested. 9. Not to avenge one’s self. 
10. Not to be superstitious. And compare then 
Ex. xx, 5, with the words of Ohrisina: “Even 
they who worship other gods, worship me, although 
they know it not" (Bhagavat. Gita, ix). Which god 
appears the “most high "—Jehovah, the Jew's and 
Christian’s god, or Ohrisína, the god incarnate of 
the miserable, superstitious Hindoos ? 

Centuries before Jehovah revealed his Ten Com- 
mandments to Moses, he must, in & fit of forgetful- 
ness—we know he is of a story-telling and changeful 
disposition—hav whispered them in the ear of some 
Egyptian priest, for in “The Ritual of the Dead,” 
or as the Egyptian title runs, “ The Manifestation to 
Light,” we hav the very same ten commandments 
(Birch. Bunsen’s Egypt, vol. v, pp. 253-6. Lenor- 
mant: Manuel d’Histoire Ancienne, vol. i). 

Mr. Holgate is right in asserting that there is 
nothing like the revelation on Mount Sinai in all 
other literature of the ancient world, and well it is; 
one testimony of human cruelty and foolishness is 
enough. And yet this “revelation” of cruelty and 
foolishness does Mr. Holgate want the world to accept 
as basia for all social, moral, and political relations ! 

Spesking of the religion of the ancient Greeke, our 
author tells us that they “allotted the lower atmos- 
phere to Juno; the higher, the ether, to Jupiter ; 
while Jehovah was placed in the spaces above these, 
that is, in the third heaven. Now, the Greeks did 
ro such thing. They had no Juno nor Jupiter, but 


1. Not to kill. 


never were entirely separated. Like the Christian 


hence also in a live, activ Satan ; in one with hoof, 
tail, and sting. And to make his own harmonizing 
scheme work, he does not giv even “the devil his due.” 
He states that the Hindoos called their gods devas, 
and Siva (the destroyer and generator) was called 
Maha. Deva (great, strong god); that the Persians 
and Hebrews added the suffix ill or il, Deva-il, which 
has become our devil. 
Mr. Holgate gets mixed up in ante-Vedio, Vedic, and 
newer Hindoo theology. The Vedic dark spirit is 
Vitra ; not Siva or Maha-Deva, and the conflict be- 
tween him and Indra is of purely physical significance. 
It was the Persians who introduced a spiritual mean- 
ing; they named the evil spirit Ahriman or Angro- 
Mainyus, and made him the leader of the devas, who, 
from being the bright gods of the air in Vedic theol- 
ogy, become malignant, deceitful beings in Zoroas- 
trian theology. The word devil, which contains the 
same root as the Latin divus, djavis, and the Teu- 
tonic words demon, djævel, djéful, diuval, and djew- 
ful, is like those derived from the Sanserit devo. 
The Hebrew Satan, or Shaytan, is equivalent to the 
Egyptian Pi-Tan ; but the é in the Hebrew Shaytan 
is a teth, not a tau. 
way related to Tan or Tanin, translated variously as 
whale, dragon, serpent. 
a symbol signifies health and immortality ; never, as 
Mr. Holgate indicates, dominion, power, or suprem- 
acy of mind over matter. 


is equaled if not surpassed by that in psychology, 
which is of the revealed kind, with an immortal soul 
and special divine interferences as supplements. 


man, but certainly he is no scholar. 
ance With the different sciences equals that of Moses 
with geology. The way he has studied history and 


If he during his twenty-five years study had used a 


radical change in political geography is caused by a 


a Zeus and a Hers, and in the person of the former 
we hav a triple personage: 1. The Zeu-os, Zeus 
Pater (Vedic Dyaus Pitar), the Zeus to whom the 
people prayed, the one only God. 2. The Zeus of 
e Olympian hierarchy, unjust, pleasure-loving, 
changeable, and impure. 3. The Zeus of the visible 
heaven, the Zeus to whom the Athenians prayed when 
they said: “O dear Zeus, rain thou on the fields of 
the Athenians and on the plains.” The spiritual. the 
Olympian (of early poetry), and the physical Zeus 


trinity, they remained, to some extent at least, “ One 
God as trinity and trinity in unity.” 
Mr. Holgate believes in the garden of Eden myth; 


In this particular instance 


Here the syllable tan is in no 


The serpent when used as 
Yet the knowledge of Mr. Holgate in mythology 


Saye Mr. Holgate, “Human nature is made up of 


desires, understanding, reason, and judgment,” and 
then he goes on, giving us as examples the duck and 
the chicken. He furnishes no rational explanation 
of any mental phenomena. 
instinct, he says, “It is the guidance of an inscruta- 
ble intelligence.” 
pseudo-science ; it is but every-day ignorance in an 
ee dress and standing on a metaphysical 
88e. 


Thus, speaking of 


In fact, his science is not even 


Mr. Holgate may be a good and well-meaning 
His acquaint- 


sociology can be imagined when I state that he 


attributes all individual, social, and political evils, 
destruction of monarchies and democracies, to the 


violation of God’s law (the revelation of Mt. Sinsi). 


pair of common-sense glasses instead of a Bible 
telescope, he would hav known that human society 
is a growth, not an article manufactured ; that every 


disregard of the relationship of strategy to polities ; 
that every internal revolution has been the result of 
political equality existing side by side with econom- 
ical inequality. It was this that destroyed the Gre- 
cian democracy and killed ancient Rome. “Salifun- 
dia perdidere Italiam," says Pliny. Furthermore, 
it is neither the serf nor the baron, the slave nor the 
free, but it is the half-free, who raises the standard 
of rebellion. Crush a people to earth it will not 
rebel, but let the oppression be so strong only that 
it permits the oppressed to comprehend the existence 
of a better condition, and revolution will come. The 
pressure of the iron hand of Louis XIV. was toler- 
ated, but the slightest touch cf the gloved hand of 
Louis XVI. raised a storm that ended in the glorious 
French Revolution. : 

I will not begin any analysis of the theological 
part of the pamphlet. Every Freethinker knows 
that the Bible ean be quoted in support of any 
Scheme. The reason I hav dealt rather minutely 
with Mr. Holgate’s work is, that it is a fair specimen 
of the many writings which appear every year, of 
which it is claimed that they can reconcile science 
and religion. No writing has ever yet appeared nor 
will ever appear that can accomplish this feat. Soi- 
ence and religion are as aniagonistic as fire and 
water. The former deals with facts, the latter with 
suppositions. If mankind is to be saved, it will be 
through the agency of science, not by an adherence 
and obedienee to the supposed commandments and 
will of a supposed God living somewhere in a sup- 
posed heaven. There is nothing above nature, and 
highest in nature stands man. We hav no use for a 
god; in the intellectual world Jehovah is known to 
hav joined the company of other gods, and behold! 
Man ascends the steps leading to the former’s throne, 


and soon will resound the herald’s cry, King Jehovah 
is dead! "King Man he liys! G. N. 
Forestport, N. Y. 


4 
———— p 


The Wettstein Challenge. 
The readers of Mr. Wettstein’s challenge to 


mediums in Taz Trura Szexer of May 31st were no 
doubt impressed at first with the idea that they were 
to receive some light on the much-diascussed subject 
of slate-writing by disembodied spirits. 
continued to read his article in connection with his 
challenge, they must hav concluded otherwise. 
he demonstrates that he is a coward, afraid of that 
which he claims does not exist; that he would not 
trust himself, the four witnesses of his own selec- 
tion, or the entire populace. 
a message that is written under his direction, as to 
conditions, as coming from spirits, and adds: “ This 
simple test can be made by any witnessing the phe. 
nomena, proving conclusivly that what they behold 
on the slates is an illusion, unless produced by trick- 
ery. 
be proved by his own rules snd conditions he 
will crawl out of accepting the proof by claiming it 
to be trickery. And he imaging that the world will 
be convinced if he pays his hundred dollars and 
states the result. 
the self-styled wise) should be sufficient. Mr. Wett- 
stein does not hav to put up one hundred, no, not 
even one dollar, to find out whether there are dis- 
embodied spirits or not; the exercise of his reason, 
if carefully and judiciously used, so that it will hold 
out, will prove the fact beyond any question of doubt. 
Every human organism is sufficiently mediumistie to 
demonstrate the fact of the existence of disembodied 
spirits. 


But as they 
For 


He says he will accept 


He tells us in very plain terms that if the fact 


* À word to the wise” (especially 


It is not necessary to go to others for proof. The ` 


subject, however, is one requiring caution and good 
judgment in pursuing an investigation ; it is not a 
subject to approach with “fear and trembling ;” the 
géance room is no place for a coward, a wise man 
(that is, aman that knows it all before he knows 
anything), or a fool. 
learn in order to learn. The subject is one that 
deals with humanity, in and out of the mortal form, 
and we ficd there are spirits in the flesh that are far 
above many of those who hav passed out both men- 
tally and morally, and as the tendency is in human 
nature for those that are corrupt and degraded to 
want others brought down to their level, it requires 
caution lest the searcher after proof be led astray by 
those evil spirits, designated by many, on account of 
the resulis that sometimes follow, as the devil. 
While we hav spirits in the flesh we can handle them, 
tie them up as it were, but when they are liberated 
from mortal environments, look out. They feed upon 
the misfortunes of the careless ones left behind. 
The opposing influences are numerous on both sides, 
and must be guarded against. 
literature published to day, giving full explanations 
of the different methods of proving the most stu- 
pendous fact of our lives, it is amusing to see 80 
many people paying their money to others for proof. 
And all because they are afraid of spirits which they 
know do not exist. 
ignore his challenge would be admitting fraud by 
Spiritualists. 
ticed in the name of Spiritualism, and the “ fish” 
that are caught by such frauds are generally the 
self-styled “knowing ones” and cowards. 
son in Marengo is unquestionably open for one of 
those fisher mediums, and if they read Mr. Wett- 
stein’s challenge some of them will no doubt board a 
whsler and sail thither. 


i is necessary to be willing to 


With the amount of 


Mr. Wettstein thinks that to 


Everyone knows there is fraud prao- 


The sea- 


F. E. Onwssy. 
Chicago. 
e 


Serme that man is essentially a social being, and 


ean, without society, either not exist at all or only in 
the rank of a predatory animal, it becomes easy to 
understand that his living in social communion with 
others must hav saddicd him with duties of reciproc- 
ity which in course of time developed into definit 
moral axioms. 
found in family life, which in the sequel developed 


The beginnings of this are to be 


into tribal and national life. Morality is, therefore, 
much older than religion, the latter being only a re- 
quirement of the individual, while the former is a re- 
quirement of society, and had its germ in the earliest 
beginnings of social existence. Thus, it stands 
to reason that morality cannot hav originated in relig- 
ion, but is entirely independent of it. It was not 
until a comparativly recent period of civilization 
that the two became connected with each other, and 
by no means to the advantage of the former. For it 
may be averred without fear of contradiction that 
religion is injurious to morality, in so far as if assigns 
to it an aim based upon egotism and self-seeking, 
whereas pure morality finds, and ought to find, its 
reward in itself, so that it may subserve the objects 
of ‘society at large and be at the same time a blessing 
to the individual, as a member thereof. The original 
object of religious institutions was not, as has been 
admirably shown by E. Bournouf in the history of 
creeds, to make moral or virtuous men, but merely to 
afford corroboration of the metaphysical or supernat- 
ural theories invented by our ancestors.— Buchner. 
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mated at about four hundred. Karema and his sol- 
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the borders of Unyoro. The Christian army returned 
to Rubaga, where two days after the big fight Mwanga 


his soldiers borne to the capital, where he was 
saluted as king amid general jubilation. But he 
found that his old-time power had not been restored 
to him. The Protestants and Catholics parceled out 
the offices among them and filled. all the positions, 
high and low, without consulting Mwanga. This 
made him very angry, but he could not help himself. 
His royal mother also complained bitterly that she 
was not allowed to appoint even the petty officers in 
her establishment. 

The restoration of Mwanga occurred on Oct. 12, 
last year. The government with its prime minister 
or katikoro, its cabinet of councillors, its army and 
civil list, was completely established, and peace would 
seem to hav been secured on a fairly permanent basis 
if Karema and his Arab friends had not been prowl- 
ing around the northern frontier. The missionaries 
resumed their labors. Houses were built for them, 
and their converts worked in their gardens and sup- 
plied them with most of their food. The heathen 
party had been the under dog in the fight, and though 
it now burrahed for Mwanga as loudly as anybody, 
it was not represented in the offices. The nativ 
Christians of Uganda believe that to the victors be- 
long the spoils. The Roman Catholics and the Prot- 
estants were equal sharers in the offices. They had 
buried their grave differences and were united in face 
of the common dangers that were likely to menace 
them from the heathen party. Everybody seemed 
to be fairly contented except Mwanga. He com- 
plained that he was helpless and was king only in 
name. He undoubtedly inclined toward the heathen 
party, and tried to play off one party of Obristians 
against the other, so as to weaken them. The young 
rascal, who owed the fact to the Christians that he 
was still a king, instead of a beggar, was showing 
himself in his true colors. Professing the Romish 
faith, like Constantine, the first Christian emperor, 
he still inclined to the heathen worship, and was not 
prepared to giv up all the old practices. He still 
had many wives and wanted more. 

Meanwhile the supply of gunpowder was running 
very low and fresh kegs had not arrived. Suddenly 
a storm burst from a nearly clear eky. Karema had 
received a fresh supply of ammunition from the king 
of Unyoro, and was footing back to Rubaga as fast 
as his army could travel to show that he was still 
boss of the country. Couriers from the frontier 
brought the unwelcome news to the capital. There 
was great excitement and commotion. An army was 
sent forth under Christian generals to stay Karema’s 
progress, but spears could do nothing against guns, 
and they were defeated. Then Mwanga and his 
wives were packed over to the island again, and all 
the Ohristians paddled over with them. Karema 
made a triumphal progress to Rubaga, and set him- 
self up in business again as king. 

Just then a friend in need loomed above the bori- 
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The Christianizing of the Land of Uganda. 


At last the land of Uganda is Christian and a 
Ohristian king reigns thereover, and Ohristian mis- 
sionaries are free to extend their work of conversion 
and trading. Gunpowder and New Testaments hav 
done their perfect work, and the principles of the 
Prince of Peace and the cartridge-makers now pre- 
vail in that part of African heathendom. The way 
the spirit of the Obristian God got possession of the 
Uganda heathen is told in letters from the jubilant 
missionaries to their friends in London, and a corre- 
spondent of the Sun of this city has sent them to his 
journal. 

The conversion occupied about six months of last 
year. During that time Bibles and bullets were gen- 
erously distributed to the heathen, the proportion 
being & few thousand bullets to one Bible. There 
had previously been trouble in the royal family of 
Uganda, and King Mwanga, whom the missionaries 
had converted, had been deposed by his heathen 
brother Karema. Before he became a Ohristian 
Mwanga had burnt a good many of his brethren at 
the stake, but this was forgiven him by the mission- 
aries when he repented, and they began a war to re- 
instate him upon his tkrone, believing, says the Sun 
correspondent, that if Mwanga again ruled they and 
their white friends would run the kingdom to suit 
themselvs and line their own pockets. So they de- 
‘termined, with the aid of the guns and ammunition 
supplied by the white trader, Mr. Stokes, who had 
gone to the country five years before as a missionary, 
to drive King Karema, the brother of Mwanga, and 
his Arab friends out of Uganda. They had plenty 
of opportunity to perfect their plans, for they were 
all exiles from Uganda, having been driven out when 
the Arabs and Karema came into power. 

Before any of the exiles started for Uganda Stokes 
had supplied the party west of the lake Victoria 
Nyanza with ammunition. The plan was that while 
one force was marching up the west coast 
another party should cross in canoes and land on an 
island near their own home. Then the two parties, 
who numbered over two thousand guns and as many 
more spearmen, were to attack the capital of the 
heathen King simultaneously and hav Mwanga at 
hand ready to take the throne as soon as Karema 
had been driven out. The scheme worked to perfec- 
tion, and the remarkable circumstance that the 
heathen king possessed no boasts greatly aided the 
eange of the Obristians, 


diers distanced their pursuers and took refuge on 


was taken to the mainland and on the shoulders of 


Finally, so the account drawn from the mission- | zon in the person of Jackson, the agent of the British 
aries’ letters goes on, the approach of the land party 
was announced. It was attacked by Karema before 
Mwangs's little army crossed to the mainland, and 
The next 
day, however, the allies united on the mainland and 
they sent word back that they were marching on the 
capital for the final contest. Then the missionaries 
and Mwanga went up to the top of a hill on the 
island, where, through their glasses, they could wit- 
The work of destruction 
had begun, and they saw great clouds of smoke ris- 
ing to the west of Rubaga, the hill on which the 
royal palace stood. The Christians had set fire to 
hundreds of huts. Soon a great rattle of musketry 
began. The big battle was in progress in a marsh 
at the foot of Rubaga. The fight lasted several 
Both armies were stubborn, but the Chris- 
tians finally drove the enemy before them. Night- 
fall, however, prevented them from completing their 
victory. A fresh supply of ammunition was sent off 
to the Christians during the night, and they were 
ordered to make a general assault on the enemy’s 
position at daybreak. Early next morning Karema’s 
capital was stormed and taken, and he and his 
heathen forces, with their Arab allies, were hurrying 
north as fast as they could go, hotly pursued by the 


East African Company. He wrote to Mwanga on 
December 15th, sending one of the company’s flags, 
and saying that if the king accepted the flag and 
placed himself under British protection, the company 
would help him. Mwanga accepted the flag. A 
little later Dr. Peters of the German expedition also 
appeared on the scene. From this point our infor- 
mation is very meager, and is of the nature of post- 
scripts to the missionary letters. We only know 
that both Jackson and Peters, who had plenty of 
gunpowder, contributed their aid to set Mwanga 
again on the throne from which he had twice been 
thrust, and that in the final fights Karema perished, 
leaving Mwanga the only claimant to the throne of 
Uganda. 

So runs the story of the Ohristianizing of the land 
of Uganda. It will be noticed doubtless that some 
things are more prominent in it than others—among 
them that gunpowder is more potent than Bibles, 
and that the heathen equipped with guns were 
stronger than the righteous armed only with spears ; 
that the missionaries are good directors of a war of 
conquest and that they know how to obtain all the 
worldly emoluments naturally following their con- 
quest. In return for his two or three thousand 
dollars’ worth of ammunition Missionary Stokes 
received so much ivory that three thousand porters 
were required to carry his wealth to the coast, whence 
he could ship it to England and obtain the cash for 
it. The other missionaries hav all equally well | 
rewarded themselvs, and there is every prospect that 
they and their descendants will never regret their 
missionary work among the heathen. The only 
cloud upon the horizon is the prospectiv difference 
between the two eminently Christian nations of 
England and Germany as to which shall own the 
country the men of God hav obtained. 

We trust that the next appeal to the babies in the 
Sunday-schools to giv their pennies to the poor 
missionaries who carry the gospel to Africa will be 
generously heeded. How worthy these laborers are 


of their hire! 
a 


Prosecution of Freethought in Germany. 


In our items of foreign news last week was men- 
tioned the suppression of the Humboldt Freethought 
Society at Leipsic, Saxony. In the Freidenker we 
find the decree of suppression : 

‘The Freethought society, ‘Humboldt,’ located in this 
city, which according to Bection 5 of its by-laws proposes to 
teach ‘a liberal conception of the universe’ as well as to 
maintain ‘a resolute position in favor of total liberty of con- 
science,’ has since its founding, in October last, at its nu- 
merous meetings kept up a systematic course of teaching 
and exhortations by which not alone its members but out- 
siders attending its meetings were enticed from the belief in 
God and the Christian church ; their religious feelings under- 
mined and Christian institutions held up as objects of 
laughter and contempt; and Infidelity and immorality hav 
been propagated. At the last meeting these aims of the 
society were so plain that certain utterances of the speaker 
came very near being included under the conception of 
criminal blasphemy, and there is no doubt that the principal 
aim of the society is the pursuance of certain lines of thought 
and teaching; and since these, in accordance with Section 
20 of the laws for societies of Nov. 22, 1850, are to be classed 
as immoral actions, the society has been found guilty of un- 
lawful proceedings. Therefore, in accordance with said law 
and contents of the ministerial letter of March 10, 1878, the 
meetings of the Humboldt Society are prohibited. 

**'This prohibition shall take effect immediately, and all 
objects which might serve to continue the society, as furni- 
ture, cards of membership, etc., are confiscated.” 

_ Now, we know what is ¿immoral in Germany—‘ a 
liberal conception of the universe,” and a resolution 
* to maintain total liberty of conscience "—and they 
are, besides, akin to “criminal blasphemy.” This 
decree was issued by the police of the city, and the 
Humboldt Society is no more. Oommeuting upon 
the order the Freidenker says: “ And this is the lib- 
erty of thought and speech existing in the country 
of the ‘thinking’ people! How miserable must be 
the condition of a religion to protect which its sup- 
porters are compelled to use such means! The 
Freethinker seems to be as free as a bird in the 
atmosphere of thought, yet how far from it he really 
is! every word he utters against the church religion 
is called a crime, yea, stamped as immoral!” 

In keeping with this inquisitorial act is the indict- 
ment for blasphemy of Karl Schulze, editor of the 
Nordhauser Volksblatt, for publishing an Easter 
poem, in which, according to our German Free- 
thought exchanges, there is no blasphemy whatever ! 
Since the death of Frederick IIL, who was known 
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to be a Freethinker, the church has found the state 
ready to carry out its wishes. The present kaiser is 
a very pious “ war-lord,” ready to pray and fight, and 
to make a consummate foo! of himself. So it has 


come that in Germany, where there are thousands of 


Freethinkers, and a Freethought party in the Reich- 
stag, more prosecutions for blasphemy are be- 
gun than in countries where Freethinkers are com- 


Indians when the government takes them away from 
the churches, and educates them itself. 


Mr. Heywood Convicted by One Court. 
From the report of Mr. Heywood’s trial in the 
United States district court, reprinted on another 
page, from the Boston papers, our readers will get a 
good idea of the way he was convicted as per sched- 


ule made by Wanamaker. Judge Carpenter seems 
to be avery rough tool to carry out even such 
tyrannical purposes. The judge's charge, which we 
will print next week, left the jury little room for dis- 
cretion, and they returned the verdict of guilty after 
being out but a few minutes. The O'Neil letter was 
removed from. their consideration on a technicality 
of law, and conviction was had on the Word of April, 
1889, and March, 1890. It is a curious fact that the 
articles complained of in these numbers were both 
written by women—the earlier one by Mrs. Heywood ; 
the latter by an anonymous “ Mother ”— 


parativly scarce. The Freethinkers there should 
wake up ! 
o —— — —4$9-4-49—— — ——— 
Indians Under Church Influence ! 

The unwisdom of parceling the Indians out to the 
seots to be cared for has received no stronger illus- 
tration than the present difficulty on the Keshena 
reservation in Wisconsin. The trouble is over a 
contemplated change of agents; the Indians, under 
the influence of the preachers, refusing to accept 
Mr. Kelsey in place of Mr. Jennings. 

From authentic sources reports hav been received 
from the reservation which clearly show that the un- 
derlying cause of this refusal to recognize Mr. Kelsey 
is religious differences. The reservation has been 
for years in charge of the Episcopal and Methodist 
churches, the Roman Catholics having. charge of the 
other Wisconsin reservation. During the past few 
years the Oatholics hav been trying to get a foothold 
in Keshena, and hay been assisted by Agent Jen- 
nings, who is a member of that church. Bishop 
Grafton, of the Episcopal church, in whose diocese 
the reservation is situated, in a recent circular asking 
for money for new buildings makes the following 
charges : 


and neither 
one of them should ever hay been printed. 

After his conviction Mr. Heywood moved for a new | : 
trial, and the motion will be considered at Judge 
Carpenter’s convenience. Meanwhile, the defendant 
is on trial in the state court for practically the same 
offense for committing which he has been convicted 
in the United States court. His bail bond is $1,000, 
and his trial occura as this issue of Tue Tauvu SEEKER 
is being distributed to its subscribers. 

One significant thing developed in the United 
States trial is the power the post-office department 
has assumed. Wanamaker’s tool, Deacon Gregory, 
laid it down as law that publishers of papers could 
and should send proofs of their publications to the 
department for decision as to their mailability. This 
is precisely the censorship long established in Russia, 
and it is a new departure for our government to copy 
the rules of that despotic administration. We do not 
believe that Wanamaker can find any Jaw for this 
ruling. Postmasterg are allowed to examin second- 
class mail matter to see that the postal revenue is 
not being defrauded, but there is nowhere statutory 
power to pass upon the morality of the printed 
papers. That must be decided by the courts. A 
postmaster cannot be a jury all by himself, and every 
man has the constitutional right to a jury trial be- 
fore being condemned as a criminal. This Presby- 
terian censorship is a thousand times more danger- 
ous to the welfare of the people than all the obscenity 
Mr. Heywood will print. 

Mr. Heywood and his friends will fight both the 
United States and the state cases to the limit allowed 
by law, and the end is not yet. , 

— M 
A Sample Christian. 

Raising hogs and practicing Ohrisiienity does not 
seem to improve the temper of Mr. John P. Traut- 
man, of Hamilton, Butler county, O., if we may judge 
by the following communication : 


“COMBINATION HERD OF POLAND-CHINA HOGS. 

e TaAUTMAN, HAMILTON, O., ; 

“ pe E Vinwepas & Sox, Hops, IND. i Proprietors. 

' * Hamro, O., May 15,1890. 

** Mr. E. M. MAODONALD, EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER : 

“I Received a Sample Copy of your paper a few days ago. 
But hav no use for any such journal. and think it is a dis- 
grace to our government that the Publication of such 8 paper 
is carried on under its jurisdiction. I think it is time to put 
a stop to all such work if we Expect or wish Peace and pros- 
perity to crown our land Brother stop. think. and Reform 
your ways Before to late. Jonn P. TRAUTMAN." 


We sympathize with our Ohristian friend, but un- 
less the combination between Senator Blair, Frances 
Willard's Women's Christian Temperance Union, the 
Sabbath Union, the National Reform Association, 
and Reformed Presbyterians, succeeds in getting the 
national and state legislation it is after we do not see 


* During the past few years the United States Indian 
agent has been a Romanist and zealous partisan for his 
church. In making my first visit about a year ago I found 
that he had appointed the same day for making certain pay- 
ments to the tribe which compelled a number of the young 
men to be away, and as the missionary informed me pre- 
vented their confirmation. A number of Indians desiring to 
send their children to Indian schools at Randolph and Car- 
lisle were told by the agent that he could put them, free of 
expense, in as good schools off the reservation. 

“ On the death of Mr. Goodenough, an Episcopal mission- 
ary, 8 Roman mission was established on the confines of the 
reservation and a priest began to visit among the Indians. 
Certificates of membership to a Roman society, filled out 
with the names of our prominent church-members and ac- 
knowledging the payment of dues by them, were anony- 
mously sent about. The Roman authorities petitioned the 
government to giv them a grant of land, and thus allow 
them to enter the reservation and erect a church. They 
tried to enlist the sympathies of the Indians by promising 
them schools and sisters. Forty-three men, women, and 
children were induced to sign a petition to the government 
asking for the Roman church. 

“It is obvious that an agent who has the power of ap- 

pointing various officers and making donations of farming 
implements, putting children in schools, etc., can exert a 
very persuasiv infiuence upon the timid and needy. The 
government dírected the agent to call the tribe together in 
council to see whether land and permission should be given 
to the Catholics. The agent called the council, not in the 
accustomed place, the conncíl house, but at one which on 
account of the spring fioods was inaccessible to many. An 
official sympathizer was sent to notify those supposed to be 
in favor of the Catholics. But in the official notice sent to 
be read in our church the purpose of the meeting was not 
stated, consequently there was & small attendance. Thirty- 
nine, however, are known to hav voted against it. It is 
claimed that sixty were in favor of it, but this is very doubt- 
ful, as & number of names were put to the petition who were 
not present, and others say that they signed through threats 
and promises. The real mind of the tribe was shown on a 
subsequent occasion when, the matter being put to vote, 
one hundred and thirty-four men voted that they did not 
desire the Roman church, and the forty declined to vote. 
. “Tt is this same infiuence that is in a great measure re- 
sponsible for the condition of affairs at present. The Cath- 
olics want Jennings retained, and are said to be secretly 
egging the Indians on to create such a row as will, it is 
hoped, lead to his return.” 


People who are best acquainted with matters on 


the reservation prediet trouble when Mr. Kelsey 
takes the management of affairs, and the secretary 
of war has ordered troops to be in readiness to go to 
the reservation. 

There is no need of saying anything further. Re- 
ligious sects always hav and always will fight among 
themselvs and get others into trouble. They are 
thoroughly selfish, caring more for their own aggran- 
dizement than for anything else, and natural conse- 
quences follow their acts. It costs very little to 
educate an Indian sufficiently to become a good 
Christian, and the government pays the sects well 
for their efforts. Bat the sects return the favor by 
attempting to deprive the government of all power 
over its own wards Jt will bea bright day for the 


how Tas Trurn SzExeEr can be stopped. 
What a delightful country this would be if all the 
people were hog-raising John P. Trautmans! 
eer 
Editorial Notes. 

Tux ministers of Oakland, Cal., are gathered together to 
find out whether the Rev. Dr. Stratton, ex-president of Mills 
College, hugged and kissed one of his female teachers after 
she had retired for the night. Reporting the fact of the 
gathering, Freethought says: ‘* But suppose that in the midst 
of these proceedings some clergyman with a quickened con- 
science should arise and say: ‘Brethren, how many are 
there of us here present who never committed the offense 
charged against Dr. Stratton? Let us pray that the miracu- 
lous power of God may cause the record of each to be writ- 
ten upon his forehead. Then what a scrambling there 
would be for bats!" Not so, dear brother, not se, There 


is not one of these ministers who does not know.that the 
Lord cannot brand their foreheads with a scarlet letter; they 
hav no faith at all in miracles, and their hats would remain 
under their seats, unless some of the ministers thought they 
could make a raise on them at the sign of the three golden 
balls. The Methodists are not afraid of the Lord; but they 
keep a sharp lookout for fear their wives may catch them. 


A Barrier clergyman of Maine has risen to implore his 
brethren to be no longer idiots, but to become men and pay 
their poll tax. He says that it is quite common for towns to 
exempt clergymen from the payment of a poll tax, and inas- 
much as the statute imposes the tax on all excepting 
** paupers and idiots,” he does not think the courtesy of ex- 
emption complimentary to the craft. 


———_4 


Ir is generally known that the Protestant pietists of 
Canada are pretty pious, but the following card in the Mon- 
treal Daily Witness is unique, in its depth of superstition, 
even for them: 


CALL TO PRAYER. : 

; ,In view of the approaching elections all members of the : 
: Woman's Ohristian Temperance Union of the province of : 
: Quebec are requested to observe Tuesday, June 10th, ag a day : 

: of E ecial Prayer, asking : 
That voters may be eser guided in their choice of candi- : 


‘e * “That those who are elected may be true to their promises : 
: of supporting any prohibitory measure that may be brought : 
: before the House. i 
8. That the time may 800n come when the sale of liquor shali : 
ae no longer under the protection of law. : 
: ELIZABETH MIDDLETON, Hon. President. 
ELLEN G. Foster. Prest. Dom. W. C. T. U. 
MARY E. SANDERSON, Prost. Qaebec Prov. W. C. T. U. 
J. E. DOTGALL, Prov. Supt. Special Calls to Prayer. 
Montreal, May 29, 1890. 


We hav not learned whether the Lord helped the ‘‘ super- 
intendent of special calls to prayer" and his friends or not. 
In the same issue of the same journal there is a letter to the 
editor from a minister which for pharissical self-righteous- 
ness and general religious insolence ‘is also unique. The 
writer says: ‘‘I notice in the report of the visit of the duke 
and duchess of Connaught to Niagara Falls that they hav 
taken liberties with the Christian Sabbath, which will cause 
God's displeasure to rest upon our land,if we ministers of 
the gospel and Christian people of the Dominion of Canada 
keep silence about it. It is a sad matter that a duke and 
duchess of our British nation should set such an ungodly 
example before the people of our dominion. I do trust the 
religious press will speak out on this matter, that our skirts 
may be freed from the guilt of the public Sabbath desecra- 
tion. I am a lover of ‘ principles of righteousness, which 
exalt a nation." Canada has some queer people within her 
borders ! 


TEE attack upon the Roman Catholic church which the 
National League for the Protection of American Institutions 
organized itself to make is going bravely on. The initial 
public meeting of the League was held here a few days ago, 
and the Protestant bigots composing it told some plain and 
unpalatable truths about their Catholic brethren. Col. R. 
C. Hawkins was the principal speaker at the meeting. 
** When I first came to New York in 1851,” said Mr. Haw- 
kins, ** we had a gentleman for mayor. The members of the 
board of aldermen were also gentlemen. But soon after 
1851 the decadence began. The Catholics then began to get 
in their infiuence. They found that they had a commodity 
to sell to the politicians. The compensation is shown by the 
two blocks on Fifth avenue, occupied by their cathedral and 
their orphan asylum. This property is worth $6,000,000, 
and cost the Catholics almost nothing.” Colonel? Hawkins 
declared that the term ‘‘ religious institution ” is à misnomer 
when applied to the Catholic church. He said that that 
church is a purely human institution, seeking to govern the 
world by the acquisition of property and the use of political 
influence. He referred to the attempt of Maximilian to 
found an imperial government in Mexico as the first attempt 
to seize this continent. South America next came under 
the eye of the Vatican, and Canada is now ina fair way of 
being captured for the church. ‘‘In this country the peril is 
great. What the Roman hierarchy has lost in Europe in the 
last decade, it has more than gained in America.” The 
speaker said that Italy has shaken off the shackles of Rome. 
Austria, France, and even Spain, are more free from her 
power than for years; but America is the Mecca of all Cath- 
olic aspirations. In 1851, Colonel Hawkins said, the Roman 
church had only between three and four thousand members 
in this city, and owned property worth only $1,500,C00. 
Now there are eighty churches, attended by five hundred 
thousand people every Sunday. There are five hundred 
priests, seventy-four educational establishments, one hundred 
parochial schools, and the estimated value of the real estate 
under the control of the Catholic church is $30,000,000. 
The ease with which the Catholic Protectory obtains $264,- 
000 from the city per year, and the Roman Catholic Found- 
ling Asylum $261,000, was declared to be a disgrace to an 
American city. Referring further to the government of this 
city, Colonel Hawkins said: ‘‘ The political degradation of 
this community is without parallel in the history of the 
world, and it is due to the Irish Catholic vote. Wherever 
you find the Catholic influence you find political jugglery 
and robbery. Children alive to-day will liv to see that power 
dominant in this country. It will elect congressmen, sen- 
ators, the president, and rule the United States.” Colonel 
Hawkins wisely said nothing about the vast grabs of real 
estate and cash made by the Protestants, but that topic will 
also come up for discussion when our legislature can be 
induced to consider the subject of religious thievery. 
Meanwhile, every accusation he made against the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy stands true, and people should think 
it over. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Arnstrone, Ia., June 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $92, for which send me 
your book of the pictures by Heston. Pater H. Burr. 


West Farmreron, June 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $92. Please send one of the 
cartoon books as soon as they are ready. A. H. Wzzxs. 


New CasTLE, Pa., June 7, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: linclose $2, for which please forward ‘‘ The 
Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” as soon as convenient. 
Yours truly, A. W. THOMPSON. 


Mr. Huron, N. Y., June 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2, and send the ‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book " to the friend's address inclosed, and oblige, 
G. W. Surrg. 


New Yozk, N. Y., June 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrox: Inclosed you will find $2 for the “ Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial TeXt-Book,” advertised in Tux TROTE 
SEEKER. : JOHN SMYER. 


Harrrax, N. 8., June 5, 189 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $2, and please be good enough 
to send a copy of ** The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book." 
I wish every success to THE TRUTH SEEKER, and believe me, 
Yours truly, W. JOHNSTON. 


Norra Huron, N. Y., June 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I sent you 8 postal requesting you to send 
me the cartoon book when ready. To-day I send inclosed 
the money for myself, and also $2 for the book to the friend's 
address inclosed. T. W. Surrg. 


Denver, Cor., Apri! 16, 1890. 
Mx. Eprron: Find inclosed $3. Send the pictorial argu- 
ments against the church and the ‘“ Age of. Reason and 
Examination of the Prophecies” and the ANNUAL for 1890. 
Hurrah for Heston and success to Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
Yours for progress, I. N. SHORE. 


San ANTONIO, TEX., June 7, 1890. 
Mr. Epror: Inclosed you will please find $5, for which 
you will please send me when completed the book of pict- 
ures. Use the balance to help continue the pictures in your 
valuable and much read paper. ‘‘The Lord helps those 
_ that help themselvs.” ALBERT STEVES. 


Srony Forp, N. Y., June 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: I believe the greatest pleasure I hav in this 
world is reading THE TRUTH SEERKER, and when it comes to 
hand Saturday night so I can hav it for my Sunday reading, 
-why, I am as happy as a man of my age, sixty-nine, can 
well be. No ghosts or goblins, no Gods or devils, no heaven 
or hell, bother my brain. W. T. GALLOWAY. 


Dvox Laxz, Mion., June 6, 1890. 
Mz. Epxrog: I hav not been able to get even one new sub- 
scriber. The general tone of the paper is grand. I believe 
Tue Teura Seeker is doing a good work and should be in 
every family. The illustrations prompt thought and a de. 
sire to investigate, and should be continued. All ridiculous 
sayings and acts should be presented to the people. in their 

true light. J. A. COURTRIGHT. 


Bie CREEK, Ga., June 10, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I am traveling and gee several hundred men 
every week, and I feel an interest in Moses Harman and 
want to help him all I can. Please send me about three or 
four blank petitions and I will scatter them abroad, and 
keep one myself and hav it filled out. I want to hav the 
pleasure of signing my name to help a man gain his lib- 

erty that deserves it as much as Mr. Harman does. 
J. M. Mozrox. 


CasoapE Looxs, ORE., June 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: As I do not wish to miss a single copy, 
herewith please find $5 to renew my subscription and for 
one new subscriber. This is the best I could do, but we are 
going to hav Putnam with us the 24th and 25th of this month. 
Probably then I can get some more. Do not stop Heston, 
‘a8 I think the cartoons do more good than harm, especially 

the one on the front page April 9th. C. F. KunaTE. 


Ortawa, KAN., June 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epnrrog: I hav been trying to get a new subscriber, 
but hav not yet succeeded, and cannot wait longer. This 
seems to be a pretty bard place for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
Most of the brethren do not like it, as it does not agree with 
the old stories that there must be no doubt about. The 
pictures seem to hurt the worst, and are just the thing, and 
. Iam glad they are to continue. The picture book I must 

hav, and shall send for it soon. SALEM Fours. 


GAYLORD, Mion., June 2, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: What are your figures for the work by Mr. 
Bennett, ** The Truth Seeker Around the World?" Will 
you kindly send mea catalog of your publications? It is 
a source of gratification to all noble-minded Liberals to 
observe the spirited and aggressiv propaganda of Agnosti- 
cism. The warfare of science agairst the traditional ab- 
surdities of ancient and medieval epochs progresses vigor- 
ously, and the time is not far distant when, from the lofty 
:hights of universal intelligence, posterity shall complacently 
-look back upon the filth and decay of creeds, ministerialism, 
‘and all the vile superstitions that hav darkened, in every age 
and clime, the intellectual footsteps of mankind. I inclose 


of expressing my warmest approval of the eloquent Heston’s 


Yoltairean attacks on the church. Rozsert PHILLIPS. 


Irava, Irt., May 19, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTOR: You can rely upon me as a life subscriber. 
Times are close here, and somehow people will not subscribe 
for that kind of literature, so I hav been unable to procure 
you any names, but I scatter my papers round where I think 
they will do the most good. As for the pictures, I think 
they are excellent, and I would not do without them for 
twice the cost. Let us hav the pictures by all means. Suc- 
cess to Brother Heston, Brother Peck, and my old and 
esteemed friend and neighbor, ‘Colonel Bob." Put me 

down for a copy of the book of cartoons when ready. 
T. P. Donoan. 


Canon Ciry, Cor., May 30, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrox: In response to the request of Mr. Dawes, of 
Oregon, concerning Liberal schools, I will say that I believe 
the establishment of such schools is one of the most pressing 
needs of our cause, and I will throw in my mite for this pur- 
pose. But it seems to me that Mr. Hauswirth’s school in 
Oregon is too far from the geographical center of the coun- 
try to be well patronized, and without this the school would 
not be self-sustaining after it-should be well started. If it 
has to depend for a long time on donations it will be in great 
danger of failure. Centrally located and having a goodly 
number of Liberals interested and working for it all over the 

country, it surely ought to be a grand success. 
G. P. BRENE. 


S. OssEL10, N. Y., June 1, 1890. 
Mz. Epitor: I am pained to learn that our old veteran 
and faithful co-laborer in the cause of human liberty, J. H. 
Cook, of Columbus, Kan., is truly in need of assistance 
from the friends of freedom for whom he has devoted his 
life. He is confined with rheumatism and other ailments; is 
not able to teach, lecture, sell books, or do any kind of labor. 
His unselfish devotion to the cause of liberty is one of the 
chief reasons of his present distress. It has been his custom 
through life to giv ten cents to the cause and reserve five for 
himself—bad judgment os. noble principle. He has done 
much service in clearing the way through the Dismal 
Swamp of Christian intolerance, and I trust all his friends 
will look in their pocket-books and see if they can find ten 
cents, or even $10, they can forward directly to him, at 

Columbus, Cherokee county, Kan. M. P. 


Los ANGELES, Car., June 4, 1890. 
Mz. Entog: I see from Freethought you are receiving 
money for the Moses Harman case, and inclose $1. While 
Iam an absolute Freethinker, I came some years ago to the 
fixed conclusion that the problem we hav to settle as prece- 
dent to all possibility of a true, genuin exercise of free 
speech, is economic freedom. To make independent thinkers 
on moral questions out of factory slaves is hopeless. There- 
fore I stick to economics, and wish others would do so. 
This Harman business is, however, more than usually fia- 
grant, and if I can scrape up any more dollars I shall send 
them along. Ofcourse I here hav an everlasting drain on 
me. I am lecturing and traveling all the while in a country 
where towns are like needles in a bale of hay, and railroad 
fares all the traffic will stand. Please send along one of the 

petitions. Fraternally, W. C. OWEN. 


CoALING, ALA., June 8, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Do you think it will be possible for the 
keepers of the prison to keep Mr. W. E. Reid in prison? 
What will hinder him from calling those spirits to his aid ? 
When they can get between sealed slates and sealed letters, 
and move tables that four men bandle with difficulty, don't 
you know they can get into the keyhole and shove the 
bolts back? Besides, why did he not get them to giv a man- 
ifestation of themselvs in court and just jerk that judge out 
of his seat? It has always puzzled me why they don't do 
something useful. But they don't seem to care a straw for 
their friends, any more than Christ did for his. Now, that 
does not suit me. If I was to liv again, and was that way, I 
had as soon not be, and if I do liv again I want a nice little 
woman and some babies and a farm and then I am willing 
to sweat for them. I will close, hoping your editorials may 

grow longer and Peck’s articles oftener. H. J. Warp. 


Unirep SrATES Minrrary Home, Wis., June 7, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: None of the ‘ Letters from Friends” in Tux 
TaurH SEEKER pleases me so greatly as that of Mr. John 
Downes, of Steubenville, O., in the íssue of May 91st. It 
has the right ring, and every word in regard to the machina. 
tions of that political machine known as the church of Rome 
is the infallible truth. 

If the members of Congress desire to hand down to future 
generations the freedom handed down to us, they must place 
the people of all nations on the same footing they hav 
placed the people of China on—none to land on these shores 
for the purpose of making this country a place of residence. 

For several years past I hav been under the impression 
that we are not far distant from a religious war. If such 
should occur it would be confined to the northern section of 
the Union, and as the report of the first gun reverberates 
through the land the Confederate States of America will 
resurrect, a.d nothing can prevent them from being acknowl- 
edged as a free, sovereign, and independent power; thus the 
grand fabric bequeathed to us by our sires will be shattered 
into fragments, CHaunoy Brown. 


RoonzsrER, Miom., June 9, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: In Tug TauvrH SEEkkER of May 81st I finda 
letter from W. J. Skidmore, Skidmore, Mo., criticising my 
Statements concerning Kansas City, Kan., etc., in my article 


you $3.50 for TEE TRUTH BEEKER, and take this opportunity i in a previous number of your paper. He says: ''I believe 


that Liberals, above all others, should not use assertions of 
their ignorance as actual facts." That is a good one. In 
this case it evidently n;eans myself. I accept it and ac. 
knowledge my mistake, sincerely regretting that it is not the 
first one of my seventy odd years’ standing. 

But, in the mean time, I am a little consoled in noticing 
that, while the question raised by Tus Truru SxxxEx Editor 
was as to the truthfulness of the Herald reporter’s article 
concerning the late woman suffrage voting in Kansas, 
Brother Skidmore—like my two previous friendly critics, 
Geo. Wilson, of Lexington, Mo.,and J. H. Wood, of Detroit, 
Mich.—has been quite clear of substantially indorsing it, as 
far as I hav seen. 

I might add that Rand, McNally & Co.’s '* Atlas of thc 
World," published in Chicago the fore part of the last decade 
—in which Kansas City, Kan., is represented as 8 mere 
nameless suburb of Kansas City, Mo., depending on it even 
for its mail—was the principal occasion for my mistake in 
that direction. The number of chartered cities in Kansas 
was a conjecture of mine, and, undoubtedly, bascless. 
Gentlemen, I thank you. ‘ 

Now, admitting all that is claimed for Kansas Cities by 
my kind critics—and I am not in a mood to question an iota 
of it—will some one, if he can, please meet the question 
direct, and show that the New York Herald reporter’s 
article, copied in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of April 19th, was a 
truthful statement about the woman suffrage vote in Kansas, 
and not a fabrication and mean fiing ? C. H. Greens. 


Onaxex Crry, June 4, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I wish to say a little word in regard to the 
foreigners question discussed by Mr. Downes and ‘‘ Mug- 
wump.” Being one of the foreigners myself, and living in 
an emphatically foreign settlement, the question touches me 
nearly. 

I hav seen 8 body of about thirty foreigners not one of 
whom knew one word of English, who never heard about 
the Constitution of the United States, whose only reading is 
an impossibly stupid little religious paper published in a 
foreign language, stick out their horny claws toward the 
ceiling of the courtroom, while a clerk of courts muttered a 
lot of gibberish that a nativ could not understand, and by 
that solemn act the whole gang was transformed all at once 
into intelligent and worthy citizens and voters of this our 80- 
called glorious republic, and whenever an occasion arises 
that their vote shall be required for any church cause, they 
will cheerily and consistently help to vote the Constitution 
to hell. 

If law is good for anything—and I doubt it, because if for 
the general good, it certainly would be declared unconstitu- 
tional by the Supreme Court—a law should be passed 
requiring : 

Ten years’ residence in this country ; ability to read, write, 
and speak the English language; 

Knowledge of the Constitution of the United States ; 

Any foreigner that has not grit enough and is not interested 
enough in the welfare of his adopted country to pass the 
above examination, after ten years’ residence, should cer- 
tainly not be allowed to take part in determining the fate of 
others by the intelligent way of majority vote. 

A. LESPINABBSE. 


AMERIOAN Fats, IDA., June 5, 1890. 

Mx. Epiror: Seeing in your issue of May 3d Mr. Wett- 
stein’s letter in relation to matter and its forces, I would like 
to ask him, what created matter? Did it always exist, 
or does it contain some inherent element or principle that 
has the power of procreating? There is no beginning with- 
out a force, spirit, or what you will, to enforce that begin- 
ning. Do you not know there is yet to be discovered by 
scientists an unknown element or force that causes life, that 
causes matter to create thought, and the absence of which 
causes life or decay? The improvements in the electric 
fluid may lead to the discovery of that unknown God. The 
undiscovered element that causes the grain of wheat to 
grow, 8 rose to bloom, may be one and the same that pro- 
duces thought—that infinit force that produces the eloquence 
of Demosthenes, the statesmansbip of Gladstone, or the in- 
ventiv genius of an Edison. We are but ‘‘ children of a 
larger growth,” and the schoolboy of 1990 will jest at the 
science, philosophy, and religion of his ancestors of to-day. 
As Pope says: 

Know then this truth, presume not God to scan, 
The proper study of mankind is man. 

The man of to-day is a vast improvement on the Jewish 
God. For he, according to biblical accounts, made this 
part of the United States, the Great American Desert, fit 
only for the home of the tarantula, centipede, etc. But man 
comes along, sinks artesian wells, constructs great dams 
across mountain canyons, digs immense canals, carries water 
hundreds of miles, makes the desert bloom like a garden, 
raises the biggest Murphys and the finest fruits in the world. 
God could not do it, but man can. The Mormons here are 
the best type of a religious people that I know of. I think 
Brigham Young a far abler man than Jesus Christ. They 
are honest, benevolent, and hav that proper degree of igno. 
rance that goes so far to make a devout and credulous mem. 
ber of any religious sect. James Brown. 


Roasrs, Arx., June 22, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The Rogers Secular Union publishes a home 
paper, Light Bearer, This paper is read in our regular 
monthly meetings. We inclose a communication from 

Pauline, Ark., with the request that you publish it. 

H. M. MoGaveuy, Editor Light Bearer. 

PAULINE, ARK., May 24, 1890. 
For “ Lignt Bearer:” Friends, Brothers; Your Secular 
Union is an oasis in an Arkansas desert. Among all 
the organizations of the state none are so valuable. By 
the side of it, politics, Brothers of Freedom, Wheels, ANI- 
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ances, dwindle into insignificance. For we must hav per- 
fect freedom of thought or liv and die slaves. From the 
time the Jew’s God cursed Adam for wanting to investigate 
mankind hav been required to believe and obey. Semi- 
barbarian nations believing their God possessed of human 
passion8—ahger, revenge, and persecution—hav sent fire 
ind sword through the world and by torture tried to extin- 
Buish reason. And how well they hav succeeded. And 
they stand ready to-day, if they had the power, to crush 
investigation and ostracise Freethought. Why, even the 
meek and lowly Galilean said, “Iam come to bring fire 
upon the earth." **And those of my enemies who would 
not that I should reign over them bring hither and slay them 
before me.” 

Who wants the Constitution amended—the Sunday laws 
enforced—the Bible used as a text-book in the free schools? 
Christians. They hav gone into politics, invaded legislativ 
halls, besieged the capitol, and stand ready with their mill- 
ions of names asking for legislation in their behalf. They 
are trying to muzzle the press by threats of boycotting. 
Their church property goes untaxed and still they are not 
satisfied. 

Then, brothers of the Rogers Secular Union, never falter. 
Your cause is a good one. The principles for which you 
ate contending will liv when priestcraft, superstition, and 
tyranny shall hav passed away. 

Work for the Nine Demands of Liberalism, taxation of 
church property, and the entire separation of church and 
state. All religions die hard. And the Christian religion is 
no exception. 
advancing Freethought; Lut even Sunday-schools, evangel- 
ists, and money cannot stop the progressiv mind of the nine. 
teenth century. There are doubters in the church, and they 
are thinking about leaving the old craft, and may hav 
already stepped out on terra firma. 

Dr. W. R. BAOHELOR. 
Trenton, Tex., June 8, r.m. 290. 

Mx. Eprror: I hav been a long, faitbful, and punctual 

supporter of Tan TauTH SzkxER, and a fearless, outspoken 


friend of Freethought at all times and on all proper occa- 


sions. Though humble in circumstances, I am proud to 


feel that I am living aniong the great minds of this century ; 


that Iam permitted to add my mite to push on the car of 
Progress, contribute to the overthrow of ecclesiasticism, and 


üBsist my fellow-mar to escape fforh that mental, moral, 


social, and political degradation into which he has been 


plunged for thousands of years by the king and the priest. 


It is gratifying to know that Freethought is making steady 
Io 


and permanent advances in the noble state of Texas. 
July next the Liberals will hav a grand guthering in Waco. 
Come, see, and be with us. 


general organization of Freethinkers throughout -the state. 


Organization we must hav or continue to work at great dis- 
advantages. Iam. proud to see the North, Northwest, and 
West rallying to the call for organization. Through it we 
must get Liberal and modern thought literature before the 


public. The church knows the great advantages of organi- 
zation, and spares no means to feed the public mind on read- 
ing matter suited to its aims and purposes. Most of the 


Southern states will ultimately be Liberalized and Secular- 


ized, but their redemption to Freethought will be a compara- 


tivly slow process for some years to come. The curse of 


slavery and its universal concomitant, excessiv cotton grow- 
ing, keeps the masses in bodily, mental, and social bondage. 


I often think the world would hav been much further 


advanced and better every way had every slave ship and 


every vessel bearing cotton sent to America found a resting- 
But the South will not 
always be a slave to the cotton production. She will diver- 


place in the bottom of the sea. 


sify her crops. She will build up manufactures. She will 
gradually diminish her acreage in cotton and consequently 
find more time for the education of her children. With im- 
proved educational fac'lities will c^me greater general mea- 
tal culture. A new and improved Liberalized literature will 
find its way into every family. Then, and not till then, can 
the South be set free from ecclesiasticism. Not till then will 
her men, and especially her piiest-ridden women, cease to 
read books better suited to the seventeenth than the present 
century. 

I am glad to see the cartoons still accompany Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. Their sight makes the whining, white-cravated 
crew howl with indignation; the starving wolf will how) 
and 80 may they. T. H. Maneum. 


Bozeman, Monr., May 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epnrro&: Being 8 Christian with a superabundance of 
grace, and, perhaps, a slight admixture of sanctification, in 
view of the deep ‘interest our countrymen are just now 
taking in the God-in-the Constitution question, I hav thought 
possible a suggestion which if put in practice may lead to a 
permanent and satisfactory solution of the problem ; as fol- 
lows. At our next presidential election, let the lost and 
reprobate sinners who are opposed to a revision so desirable, 
who think a three-lettered name added to our Constitution 
so objectionable, select as candidates two of our most 
eminent and popular statesmen; nominate one for president 
and the other for vice-president. We, the Christian party, 
oo the other hand, will nominate God for president, and 
Talmage for vice-president. Characteristically dull as In- 
fidels are intellectually, it is absurd to suppose, or even for 
a moment think, they will not perceive the commendable 
nature of this proposition. I will not alone furnish a desir- 
able solution to the entire question, but in case God should 


be elected, no one can estimate the immeasurable blessings | 


that would flow. Gentle reader, I pray you meditate: 
Abraham, secretary of state; Jacob, at the head of the 
treasury department; David, secretary of the interior; 
Joshua, or Anthony Comstock, secretary of war; Elijah, 
postmaster-general ; while Solomon, no doubt, would do 
credit to the nation as attorney-general. And who would 
beat Cain at the head of the agricultural department, provid- 
ing he can be found, à task apparently not difficult, owing 
to the fact that he is especially marked? Now, when you 


They hav mustered all their hosts against 


This meeting will do much 
good. It will unify and strengthen, and lead, it is hoped, to a 


officers that are named above, and then think of a civil serv- 
ice filled with angels, hide your heads in shame, and rejoice 
that a second Moses has arisen to lead you out of a political 
wilderness. Illiterate and ignorant Infidels may look upon 
the writer ag a “ crank " who knows not whereof he speaks, 
but wheh I remind them that 1 speak with some degree of 
authority they can agaih hang their heads in shame. In 
closing, I may remark that should the worldlings, by chance, 
elect their candidates, we will in that case straightway revise 
our creeds, and if possible place them on a plane of common 
sense, a strain which in all probability they will not stand. 
When considered in this light the absolute necessity of the 
election of our candidates becomes apparent, rendering, as 
it would, a revision of our creeds unnecessary. i 
BranNxx BENT. 
New Yorg, May 80, 1890. 
FaLLOw TRUTH Szzkxns: This is Decoration day, and, 
having nothing else to do, I will decorate our glorious old 
TRUTH SEEKER with a little truthful common sense, by quot- 
ing from my revised Bible that which, as one of the revisions, 
I hav written upon the eleventh page of the blank leaves in 
the latter part of that fiendish, filthy old book, Here it is: 


To further prove, clearly, conclusivly, 4nd unmistakably, 
to any honest, rational, candid, inquiring, and ordinarily in. 
telligent mind, that this conglomeration of lies called the 
holy Bible was concocted for the purpose of scaring, by and 
through abuse—blackmail—the people of the world into sub- 
mission to, and for the fostering, protecting, sustaining; and 
the perpetuation of, kings, emperors, czars, and popes, we 
hav but to read and study it closely. ‘‘ Neither shalt thou 
countenance a poor man in his cause." This means that 
you shall stand by the rich, in the courts and in al! other 
places, 88 do the priests, preachers, and the lawyers. See 
Ex. xxiii,8. '''Tnou shalt not steal” (Ex. xx, 15). It does 
not say thou shalt not rob, subjugate, or enslave thy fellow- 
man. But it does sanction, nay, it commands, all of these 
higher barbarities and fiendish crimes that are committed by 
kings, by emperors, by popes, and by other rich and power- 
ful rascals of the world; and usury, too. See Ex. xxi, 6, 
21; Lev. xxv, 44-46; all of Num. xxxi; Judges xiv, 19; 
Matt. xxv, 27; Luke xix, 23; and hundreds of other pas- 
sages in this infamous Bible. The poor, if they get any 
surplus at all, must steal it, since they hav not the power to 
rob or the wit to cheat. Therefore thou shalt not steal.” 

The poor dupe is told to “resist not evil” (Matt. v, 39), 
but no matter what infamous imposition may be perpetrated 
against or foisted upon you, you must. ** submit yourselvs to 
the powers that be, for they are ordained of God." See 
Rom. xiii, 1, 2; and 1 Peter ii, 18. Washington and his 
compeers knew this, but they disregarded, disrespected, and 
scoffed at such Villainous Christian fiendishness, resisted the 
fiendish Christian king of England, George HI., and estab. 
lished the greatest republic the world has ever known. . May 
Christianity never destroy it! 

In Matt. vi, 9-12, the monarchical gush teaches the poor 
benighted dupe to pray for monarchy. ‘‘ Our father which 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” Now, couched in 
the ordinary language of our time, that means to say, 
Father, Son, Holy Ghost & Co., who are somewhere out in 
space, may the style of your firm be sacred. Then comes 
the first, because to kings the most important, petition in 
the infamous Lord's prayer. Here it is, ‘‘ Thy. kingdom 
come [not thy republic, democracy, common wealth, or com- 
mune, but thy kingdom] on earth.” Now, the man who 
honestly, earnestly, seriously, and sincerely prays for and 
desires the establishment of a kingdom on this earth, isa 
monarchist, and cannot be a true and worthy citizen of any 
republic, democracy, commonwealth, or commune. If he 
prays for a monarchy without considering the signification 
of his words, and does not mean what he says, he is a hypo- 
crit, a mere babbler, and if he will babble on a subject so 
serious, what may we expect of him in a jury box, or ona 
judge’s bench? No wonder there is so much corruption in 
the courts throughout the Benighted States! No republic 
can long endure wherein Christianity is permitted to receive 
sufficient sustenance to enable it to destroy the republic. As 
was the cry of Garrison, Lincoln, and other Rationalists— 
abolitionists of chattel slavery, the twin brother to Christian- 
ity, mental slavery—'* A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” Christianity must go, or the great republic must go 
down forever! Hear ye this my racket! ‘* Emperor ”— 
usurper—Maximilian was placed upon the throne in Mexico 
by the clergy. I was there and saw it, and know whereof I 
speak. 

Having quoted this decoration from my Bible, I wil now 
quote from the actions, which speak plainer than words, of 
the average American g&wkies throughout the Benighted 
States. Here it is: ‘* Lie there; sleep sweetly, you brave 
soldier [Eugene's father], we will scatter dead flowers all 
over your dead body in that cold grave, under our dead 
Constitution, every Decoration day, while the unrepentant, 
unconstitutionally pardoned— ez post jfacto—rebel who 
chuckles over the fact of his having slain you on the battle- 
field, is occupying the highest position of honor, trust, and 
profit under the stripes.” Pursuant to the teachings of the 
Bible, the fiendish Christians, in the Benighted States, West 
Indies, and Brazil, bought and sold their own mulatto 
daughters and sons in slavery, and used their own pretty 
mulatto daughters, and those of their neighbors, by and 
through brute force and outrage, in servil concubinage, and 
all the while, financially, slavery was a failure and a curse. 
Is jt not plain to observe why they did it? Hurrah for the 
Fourth of July! 

This is the Decoration offering of your rational co-laborer. 

G. N. 


PonreMovrn, O., June 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: The Portsmouth Secular Union is gaining 
ground. Rev. A. Shapiro, rabbi of the local Israelitish 
church, has joined with us on the basis of ''no union of 
church and state." He is & valuable addition. He is highly 
intelligent, full of eloquence, and has the necessary vim and 
vigor to make himself felt when heard. His Liberal views 
are 88 fragrance dríving back the foul superstitious drafts 
that waft this way. He says that for every superstitious 
man he wishes we had ten Ingersolls. 

At the Union’s first regular public meeting a paper en- 


! ONAE 
bear in mind it is merely the presidential team and cabinet | titled, ** Some Strange and Strong Thoughts,” from the pen 


of James H. Feust, the veteran Freethinker of this region, 
was read. He took the ground that Infidels and such like 
were not made, but like poets, sculptors, etc., were born, 
and he presented strong argument to prove the same. At 
the same meeting J. L. Freuthart, president of the Union, 
delivered a discourse on his childhood days, and the morals 
and fables that be heard and read during that happy time. 
It was a witty composition, calculated to knock out both 
gods and devils. 3 

Oa the occasion of the second meeting I lectured on 
* church and state,” presenting my matter under three 
heads, viz., first, evidence to show the meaning of church 
and state; second, evidence to show that the bravest of the 
brave hav stood and still stand on the platform of no union 
of church and state; and third, evidence showing that to- 
day in this country there is a practical union of tie spiritual 
and the secular. 

The third meeting was graced by the presence of Judge H. 
W. Farnham, a noted criminal lawyer of Ohio, who gave his 
own autobiography, or why he was not a Christian. The 
judge is always able, but on this occasion he was abler than 
ever before. His address was full of wit, wisdom, and elo- 
quence. Around and about it encircled that beautiful 
thought, ‘‘ Help for the living, hope for the dead.” Vividly 
he presented the walk through life’s narrow vale, leaving 
uppermost in the minds of those present the quotation, 
“ Every cradle asks whence, and every coffin, whither.” 

George F. Cramer, Esq , an able young man of Henley, O., 
addressed the fourth meeting. His subject was ‘‘Man: His 
Past, Present, and Futuré." He handled it well, and illus- 
trated the main conditions between savagery and civilization 
by means of stereopticon views. ; 

Our next lecturer will probably be Was. Cross, first vice- 
president of the society. He is a good talker, and an old- 
timer in the ranks of Liberalism. The lecture committee 
are also in correspondence with Judge Juan Fullerton, of 
Kentucky, who will perhaps follow Mr. Cross. George Light, 
of Cincinnati, and John Downes, of Steubenville, are down 
on the list, and will address us as soon as practicable. The 
committee also expects to get Mrs. M. A. Freeman. 

A few Sundays since Rev. F. W. Fagin, pastor of Sixth 
street Methodist Episcopal church, was reported by Presi- 
dent Freuthart as having said in his pulpit that he was ready 
and willing to debate with any person on the subject of the 
transfiguration of Christ, which proves Christ the ‘‘ sonship? 
of “God.” I brought the matter before the Union, and made 
motion that & committee of three be appointed to wait on 
Rev. Fagin, accept his challenge, arrange terms, etc. Judge 
Farnham, J. Q Lewis, and myself were appointed the com- 
mittee. We waited on the “reverend gentleman,” with & 
result as Shown jn the following report: 


To rag Porrsmourn SzoULAR Union, Gentlemen : Your 
committee appointed to wait on Rev. F. W. Fagin, Esq., 
hav to report: 

1. That the “ reverend gentleman " was called upon at his 
residence Tuesday afternoon, May 27th. 

2. That he received the committee kindly, and talked to 
them in a ** without money and without price” manner, be- 
ing, for once st least, consistent with the teachings of the 
lowly Nazarene. 

8. That the committee’s mission was stated plainly; in 
other words, thatthe Portsmouth Secular Union having been 
informed that he (Rev. Fagin) had recently said in his pulpit 
in substance this: “I am ready and willing to debate with 
any person on the subject of the transfiguration of Christ, 
which conclusivly proves Christ the * sonship ' of God,” and 
that they had been appointed a committee to wait on him, 
&ccept his challenge, arrange terms, etc. 

4. That the Rev. Fagan acknowledged having preached on 
the transfiguration of Christ, but explicitly and empbatically 
denied having offered to debate on the subject. Audtosub. 
atantiate his denial said: ** I am opposed to public debates; 
it is utterly contrary to my belief. Such debates do evil to 
the cause." And as an illustration he told of Rev. Craigh- 
ton, of Gallipolis, O., who challenged anybody for a debate 
on a certain constitutional amendment about to be voted on 
by the people of Gallia county, and who was taken up by 
Hon. John L. Vance to his (Creighton’s) sorrow. 

5. That, having thus denied in toto what he was reported 
88 Saying as to & challenge to debate, he finally asked who 
was the informant; that the committee presented J. L. Freu- 
thart as that personage, and that upon learning this, Rev. 
Fagin at once reconsidered his auswer, and prepared an exit 
from the uncomfortable trap he had by his own hand placed 
himself in, thus: ‘ Now, perhaps I said some such thing, 
‘and hav forgotten it. As I write only a few of my sermons, 
and as the one in question was delivered off-hand, it may be 
that I said what was reported." 

6. That in summing the matter up we hav not stopped at 
sunrise or sunset. We hav gone further and taken into con- 
Bideration the life principle of this society, viz., truth and 
veracity. We hold that the presidential chair of our Union 
should be graced by one who adheres strongly and stead- 
fastly to that principle. The question, ** Did Mr. Freuthart 
violate it?” has been put to the test, and in so doing we find 
the negativ; that is to say, we find that Rev. Fagin has 
handled the truth very carelessly in the reported instance, 
and that he did by voice in his pulpit on the Sunday in ques- 
tion challenge to debate on the subject above stated. The 
committee has drawn these conclusions in this way: they 
hold that Rev. Fagin’s denial iz toto, and then the modifica- 
tion that followed when informed that Mr. Freuthart heard 
him say what was reported, ia & presumptiv admission that 
he did say it, and that if anybody was mistaken he (Fagan) 
was. . And further, that J. M. Stockham and Edgar 
Woodson, the first-named 8 member of Fagin’s church, were 
present and heard the challenge proclaimed as Mr. Freuthart 
heard it. The committee are & unit that the pastor of Sixth 
street Methodist Episcopal church is sadly mistaken as to his 
remarks, and that the president of the Portsmouth Secular 
Union has told the truth. This report was adopted, and or- 
dered spread on the minutes. 

We hav also appointed a committee, consisting of Judge 
Farnham, G. W. E. Mitchell (formerly a Presbyterian divine), 
and Alex. Criswell (lately converted from a Campbellite to 

Liberalism), to look into the matter of exempted property in 
our midst. Wit 8. ANDRES. 
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—— Øhildren's Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


In June. 


The summer sun slants down the lane, 
The lane washed clean by summer rain, 
And folds within its rosy urn 

Dark velvet moss and fronded fern. 
The purple asters faintly sigh, 

As zephyrs sweet go floating by; 

The lily'8 breath, in soft caress, 
Breathes ont its life and dies to bless; 
While low and still the day lies down, 
Beneath a star-jeweled, starry crown. 
The last low note of warbling bird 
Trembles and trills ere it is heard; 
And green leaves rustle overhead 

Of bird and babes in downy bed; 
While harps Molian from the trees 

Giv back refrain to summer breeze; 
And field and sky and placid stream 
Make real some remembered dream, 
When fancy’s pencil painted bright 
Fair pictures in life's golden light. 


The witching beauty of the honr, 

With weird enchantment’s magic power, 
Holds me within its warm embrace; 

Till I discern all nature's graces 

And feel her heart beat true and strong, 
Forever right and never wrong ! 

Bhe asks to pledge with sweet accord; 

My heart to keep with her dear word; 

That word so oft misunderstood, 

Yet woven through and through with good. 


And granting this, the lights of joy 

Flame in my soul without alloy. 

Above the clouds I need not soar 

Lo find the key to heaven's door; 

Nor wait till hushed is earthly din, 

To see its glories ushered in. 

For now I walk the pearly way, 

And taste celestial joy each day; 

With nature, brave, serene, and wise, 

I pass straight on to paradise. 

And hence, in sweetest peace I dwell, 

Content to know that all is well; 

Tha$ good in nature livs and moves; 

And boundless love eash moment proves. 

Thus, through the spaces, near and far, 

In darkest night or morning star, 

Who will; may list the triumph song— 

Eternal law cannot be wrong. : 

Susan H. Wrxon. 

———— — 9-4 9 ———— ——. 


To Elmina Drake Slenker. 


My thoughts are with thee, Elmina, to-day, 

I seem to see thes cheerful, though not gay ; 

Fitting all around among all thy flowers. 

Perchance the fairies dwell amid those bowers. 

In fancy I gaze on a pansy's face, : 

A blushing rose full of beauty and grace; 

Carnations, mignonet, and immortels, 

Violets, verbenas, and lily bells ; 

The syringa, the lilac, and snowball, 

Thyself the most interesting of all. 

So kind, loving, honest, faithful, and true; 

Though unappreciated except by few. 

Pen and tongue lashed; and almost ostracised, 

Abused, misjudged, maligned, and criticised. 

By zealous and pure (t) Ohristians arrested, 

And thereby of freedom’s speech divested. 

Yet, still the same woman, grand and brave, 

Seeking from woe humanity to gave. 

"Teacher of all £he little children dear, 

The friend of them all from afar and near. 

Great and good, with truest nobility, 

Doing grandest doeds with facility ; 

Enemy to every church and creed, 

: Desiring from priesteraft the world all freed. 

In every effort go uniting, 

Ever reaching, and ever aspiring; 

Loved thou art, and loved thou wilt ever be, 

By the good, the true, and all who would be free. 

Sapm ATHENA Maaoox, 

MeCoy Station, Los Angeles, Cal. 

e 


Corner Gospel, 


SELF-DEPENDENOE. 

Bome grown people as well as little children 
hav a great way of leaning upon others. Is 
anything to be done? 'They like to coax 
some One else todo it. Are there difficulties 
inthe way? They look for another to remove 
them. Now, the best way is for each personto 
do his own particular work. Turn resolutely 

` about it. Take up the difficulties one by one, 
and turn them aside. 

The more you are helped, the more assist- 
ance you will need. 

Belf-dependence is a great advantage in 
this world. There is nothing like pluck, 
energy, determination. Who wants to be a 
weakling? You wish to be strong, able, 
manly, womanly. Ofcourse. The way is to 
learn to depend upon yourownefforts. You 
never know what you can accomplish until 
you try. If failure meets you the first, sec- 
ond, third, or even the fourth time, you need 
not giv up. The fifth time you may be suc- 
cessful. 

There was once a girl who desired to be a 
school-teacher. She had educated herself at 
severe odds, Bhe failed to pass a successful 
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humiliating. However, she wiped away the 
tears, and studied harder than ever. 

At the next examination she failed again. 
It was very disappointing. She studied 
more, and tried again. The third time she 
was successful, To-day she is one of the 
finest teachers in the country. ‘Try again,” 
is her motto. It is a good one. 

Depend on your own efforts. Do your 
work with energy and perseverance. Learn 
the causes of failure and avoid them. Be 
truthful, earnest, honest, and hopeful, and, 
in the end, success awaits you. §. H. W. 

ot 
A Few Plain Words Regarding “Church 

Taxation,” by Richard B. Westbrook. 

Few persons are aware of the vast amount 
of church property in this country exempted 
from taxation. The little pamphlet bearing 
the above title written by the president of 
the American Secular Union tells the whole 
story in a few words. 

The American Secular Union is trying to 
do all that is possible toward equalizing all 
taxation, as well as to promulgate the factors 
of religious liberty and the equal rights of 
all men, women, and children. 

It is a great and noble work. Parents, 
brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, and cousins 
can aid in this work by purchasing copies of 
this book on ‘‘ Church Taxation” and circu- 
lating it everywhere. The price is but ten 
cents and the money goes to help the Union. 

Judge Westbrook has recently written 
another admirable little book called, ‘An 
Open Letter to Hon. Edward M. Paxson,” in 
which it is shown that Hon. Mr. Paxson has 
been cherishing some very false and foolish 
theories, which do not reflect much credit 
upon the chief-justice of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. The ease and grace with which the 
author upsets and demolishes the pet ideas of 
an ignorant past is most delightful to contem- 
plate. This and the book on “Church 
Taxation,” which is already in its second 
edition, should be in the hands of every intel- 
ligent person in the world. The world 
would be the better for it. S. H. W. 

— 92-99 —— ——— 
Keep a Note-Book. 

It is a good plan to carry about with you a 
little blank-book in which to write your 
thoughts. Many bright and original ideas 
are no doubt lost on account of the failure to 
jot them down at the moment. If you wait 
for a more convenient opportunity the 
thought is almost sure to slip from your 
memory and be forgotten. 

Curious things that you see, dates of oc- 
currences, memoranda, facts of observation, 
new thought suggested by study or reflection, 
are many times worthy of preservation. A 
bright memory will retain much, but that 
which is written can, with a truthful person, 
be depended upon. You will therefore find 
it of great service to carry note-book and 
pencil wherever you go. 

A commonplace-book is also another val- 
uable accompaniment. In this you jot down 
all the bright and beautiful sayings of others 
that you read in newspapers or books. Selec- 
tions of poetry or prose that please your 
fancy, witty remarks, and the like, may thus 
be preserved, also the good and intelligent 
thoughts expressed by those you meet in daily 
conversation, as well as of authors you read, 
may be noted. 

In this way you may come to hav a fine 
book of reference for instruction of yourself 
and others. S. H. W. 

_—_ to 
Antiquity of Electricity, 

Thales, a Greek philosopher, who lived 
six hundred years before Christ, is said to 
hav known the electric properties of rubbed 
amber. Otto von Guericke, in 1647, con- 
structed the first electrical machine. Frank- 
lin, in 1748, killed a turkey by electricity and 
roasted it on an electric jack before a fire 
kindled -by the electric spark. Perhaps this 
was the earliest actual use of electricity. As 
long ago as 1747 electric shocks were sent 
over short distances. Reisen, in 1794, by 
using thirty-six wires, one for each letter or 
character, sent messages over small dis- 
tances. Morse simplified the telegraph, 
using only one wire, instead of from thirty to 
thirty-six wires. His first public message 
was, ‘‘ What hath God wrought?” This was 
on May 24, 1844. Two days later the Demo- 
cratic convention in Baltimore nominated 
James K. Polk for president and Silas Wright 
for vice-president. Mr. Vail, Morse’s assist- 


ant, telegraphed the news to Morse in the 


examination before the school-board. It was | tion wouldn't believe it and sent a committee | womanhood awakes.” Now, don't go into 


to Washington to get reliable information. | ecstasies over your papa, the major (ursa 


This was doubtless the first news telegram 


sent. 
—_— — —9—$-99———— —— 


Correspondence. 


Wxsr5oRO, Miss., June 8, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixom: Papa has taken THE 
Trura Seeker for two years. I hav one 
brother, eleven years old. Just as soon as 
papa brings Tar Trur SEEKER home, the 
first thing I read are the letters in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. 
I will close for this time, hoping to see this 
letter in print, as it is my first one. 
ILLIE MARSHALL (age eight years). 


[For a little boy’s first letter, it isa good 
one. Write again, Willie.—Ep. C. C.] 


Opatr, CAL., May 29, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: My papa has taught 
me to write and read, so that I can read the 
little letters from the children in the grand 
old Trurn SEEKER, and write some letters for 
it myself, if you will be kind enough to print 
my letter also. I will be six years old next 
month, and I weigh sixty pounds. I study 
reading, writing, spelling, and arithmetic. I 
am in the third reader, and know the multi- 
plication table up to the twelves. I hava 
little brother, and his name is Robert G. 
Ingersoll Kaiser; and I hav one little sister ; 
her name is Annie Delila. I am afraid my 
letter is getting too long. My papa has taken 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER a good many years, and 
I like to look at the pictures. Also, I ama 
true little Freethinker. 

ConpELIA EMELINE KAISER, 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN meee 
Satonroa, May 22, 1890. 

Mx Dzar Miss Wixox: Mother and I both 
miss poor dear Uncle Fisk’s kind letters now, 
it used to be such a comfort to hear from him 
regularly. We shall be very glad to get the 
book of Uncle Fisk's life you spoke of in 
your last letter, if Mr. Hodge will be kind 
enough to send it to us when it is published. 
Papa is now trying for a place in Persia, as 
his business here has been very bad and he 
has written for work, and as Boon as he is 
able to find something to do we will leave 
Salonica for good. e are all very glad to 
leave it, as all the people here are very dis- 
agreeable, and we hav very few friends, 
hardly any, although we hav been here more 
than two years. There are very few English 
and American people here. Mother says if 
we do make a move, perhaps it would inter- 
est you to know about the ways and customs 
of the Persians. Mother is going to write 

ou herself as soon 88 she has time to. 

ould you mind sending me some old books 
for reading you may hav to spare, as I hav 
nothing to read and cannot buy books here, 
nor ia flere 8 library, so I hav to depend upon 
my cousins and friends for books. I hav 
read '* Apples of Gold” over and over again; 
so l hav all my other books. Mamma and I 
both think you must hav been very coura- 
geous to make a speech in public. I should 
very much like to hav a copy of the song you 
composed; perhaps some day you may be 
able to spare me One. 

With best love from mother and myself to 
you, dear Miss Wixon, believe me, 

Ever yours affectionately, . Daisy SUTER. 

A FEW WORDS TO MASTER OLARE. 
FonEsr Home, CAL., May 29, 1890. 

Dzar Mies Wixon AND CHILDREN OF THE 
CozNER: Girls, I'reckon our friend Clark 
doea not chew tobacco, doesn't gmoke, and 
has no bad habits, If ‘‘she” copies after 
him why is she not on the road to him(mel) 
instead of to Hel ena? Isuppose Clark was 
too generous to use the masculin word she ol. 
Icallit his because it was coined by & He- 
brew. Men hav named many bad places 
feminin names. Say, has he not treated 
Sam (’s) Sona little shabby? Overlooked his 
best character, and that, too, at a time when 
he was naming the sors. Samson claims 
not to be overlooked. And poor John Stown, 
will he ever recover like She cago (Chicago) 
down by the lake Miss she gan (Michigan)? 
But then boys hav no sympathy for the 
fallen. Boys’ style of clothing—bah! You 
forget that you cried because your nurse put 
you in pants. Your supreme court wears 
gowns yet; drop in some time and see some 
of your simple styles when you visit Wash- 
ington. And while you are go free to talk, 
remember you owe that gift to your mother 
tongue. Talk about the father of his coun-| 
try! Why, we hav mer maids, but there are 
no sir maids to bar their progress or hold 
them back. A few male ships and men of 
war and the rest of the great deep is ours. 
That “dad” of yours must be a sort of 
hydra-headed monster. I guess he is the 
fellow that is said to be older than his mother. 
Well, he ‘‘takes the cake,” anyway. He 
has a half-brother in southern California 
known as **Old Sol dad” (Soledad canyon). 
But come now, and I will show you other 
fields that woman has trod. It is uphill trav- 
eling, but I will lead you. Now look at that 
grand highway of progress up yonder in the 
sky; that is the milk maid’s path. The 
limits of it are known only to her. I think it 
may reach to the celestial city. All along 
woman’s pathway in this world are to be 
found seeds of kindness, which justice in 


capitol, Morse told Wright, and the conven- 


the coming years will weave into a jewel 


Oh, sir, I 


major), for Iam told he is only a great bear, 
Then, you will be lost without a companion, 
so I will hav to giv you the dog stars. And 
nearly all the rest of the starry world ought. 
to belong to us by right of possession and 
residence, for when you praise us, you 
declare that we outweigh the universe, and 
are angelic enough to dwell in starry spheres. 
Mary V. Fosrsx. 


———— — -9— —————- 

Tre dull boy sometimes displays an unex- 
pected streak of brightness. Teacher: 
“ Which New England state has two capi- 
tals?” Boy: ‘New Hampshire.” Teacher: 
* Indeed! Namethem." Boy: ‘ Capital N 
and capital H.” 
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BIBLE OF TO-DAY. 


By Joux W. Cuapwiok. 


crown. Well, this higher path too is strewn | This is a condensed result of the scientific criti. 
tion was astonished to get a dispatch from! with myriads of shining stars. 


bim declining the nomination. The conven-|tell you there is hope for the world “ when i 


cigms of tho separate books of the Bible, 
Price, $1.50. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersou. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
he Time-Lock of Gur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell's Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


ROME! REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rienoe. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 
view. 

Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER . AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Oannot be a Good Citizen of - 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo; 300pp.; $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12m»; 888pp., $1.25. 


or Boys and Girls. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s tory-Bo 


ok ever issued. 
86 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy; toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards. $1. 

Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A VersiBed, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings. 
from Buddha’s ‘' Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in QOeylon. The ' Banner of Light,” 
* Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spiri 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
Extra Oloth, 175 pp.. $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ROW READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
oream-white paper: bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
in hig home. It is now ready for delivery. 

Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Moaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of "Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 

of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 

ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


. With Citations 


THE TRUTH SEEKOR, JUNE 21, 1890. 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS IT 


DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


SUSAN H. WIXON, 
F. M. HOLLAND, 


BY 
COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R. B. WESTBROOK, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jn., 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, 


C. B. REYNOLDS, 
. W. F. JAMIESON, 


CHARLES WATTS, 


MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


Supszors OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why? 


Af there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 8 rondway, N. Y. 


AGENTS WANTED oet 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ERY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
- 


8vo, 


Price, $1.00. 


Ls ff 

: 1 imade for the O86, aD 
Il ali with the heading of. 
Y Tx BrEKER printed in 


UTH 
T. am old letters on the outside. 
1 is binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
t g out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 

Bent by mail epi for 81. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

tf 28 Lafavette PI., New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


0R, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions ' 

With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Belf-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 

BY A. JACOBSON. 

Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 

Every Liberal needs a he for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to ristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 

Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
oe8 not co far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
B ow that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ng the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Mies Gardener are for sale 
at this office. ice, 400.; With autograph. 50 cta, 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GxondE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LvpiA R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies ft * a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


mr | Fhe Glory of Unbel'ef. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels,” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
ane Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con: 
structiv, 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 36 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belitfand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. À 

"Ihe American Secular Union; lts 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 

alt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 

LISHED. 


Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia; Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, ë . . è 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘Hebrew 
Mythology,” “The Career of Jesus Christ.” 


The fool hath gaid in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[P5. xiv, 1. 


Children and fools speak the truth.—I[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


paras conclusivly that there was no Christ 
crucified ander Pontius Pilate, but that th 


10 cents. 


eal Jesus, the illegitimate son of 


andera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about | Hereafter; 


wit Index. 


ears B.C. Cloth, 446 68. 
Pse $1.80 mer price, $2.00 For gale at this 


Price,$1.50. Former price, $2.00. 
office.. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 


PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


New Model Hall Typewriter 


Writer 


The Best Standard Typewriter in the World, 


ap, Portable, No Ink Ribbon, Interchangeable 

ype in all Languages, Easiest to learn and 

rapid ag any. Agents wanted everywhere. 
ARRANTED AS REPRESENTED, Address 


National Typewriter Co., 
10 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. P, 0, box 5159, 


Send for catalog and specimens of work. 
18t10 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. | 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and gia ip og [NON York Tribune, 

The appeal is always made to & man’s reagon, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fighness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


or E 
INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
Of Europe. ; 
Bevised Edition—2 vols—Priooe, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SREEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 18mo, 75pp.; 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im. 


moral.—Eziract. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOR, . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Arruvr B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HABDWICKE. 


INTRODUOTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter lli. Bible Myths and Evolution; Ohapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter. V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution : Obapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 


© . Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
ary by Joseph | fer X Pipe and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 


Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 
Handsomely bound in clotb. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Slew Plublications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


Errromes OF Taree Sorences: Comparativ 
Philology, Psychology, and Old Testament 
History. Chicago: Open Court Publish- 
ing Co. Cloth, pp. 189. Price, 75 cents. 


This excellent book contains three essays, 
each by an suthority on the subject treated. 
H. Oldenberg lays before us the present state 
and results of comparativ philology. Pro- 
fessor Jastrow sums up the state of things in 
the department of psychology. C. H. Cor- 
nell exhibits the outcome of the latest inves 
tigations of Old Testament history. 
Evorvurion: Terug or Farse? By C. L. 

Abbott. Waco, Texas: J. D. Shaw. 

Paper, 54 pp. Price, 25 cents. 


This pamphlet is compiled from the works 
of the most distinguished authorities on both 
sides of the question, and is designed to bea 
manual of the facts upon which the doctrin 
of Development is based. Being furnished 
with accurate refeiences for every quotation 
and statement of fact, it provi?es the reader 
with the materials to enable him to decide for 
himself whether Evolution is true or false. 
The unique and systematic plan of this work, 
with ite numerous tables and diagrams, 
renders it at once.8 comprehensiv and reli- 
&ble handbook of organic Evolution. 

FRurrs anp How to Use 'Tuzw: A Practical 
Manual for Housekeepers, containing nearly 
geven hundred recipes for the wholesome 
preparation of foreign and. domestic fruits 
By Mrs. Hester M. Poole. 12mo, pp. 242, 
cloth. Price, $1. Fowler & Wells Co., 
Publishers, 775 Broadway, New York. 


We hav cookery books without erd, but 
among them all there has not been a treats | 
making a specialty of fruitsand their uses. 
Mrs. Poole, appreciativ of the want of a work 
in this special line, has earnestly set to work 
and carefully prepared this book. An intro- 
duction considers the value of fruits in their 
relation to human diet, and then the depart- 
ment of recipes is opened, beginning with the 
apple, in which we find directions for its use 
jn nearly one hundred different ways; we are 
taken through a long teries, inclusiv of fruit 
products of the temperate and tropical zones, 
the tamarind being the last. 3 
Frreruovert: Is lr DzsrRUvOTIV cr Con- 

struoriv? A SyMposiom. 

The reader is requested to turn to page 168 
of the March number of this magazine, and 
read there an extensiv notice of this sym- 
posium, composed of articles by some twenty 

. of the ablest Libers] writers in this country, 
that first appeared in TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 

The Truth Seeker Company has put these 

articles into a beautiful psper-covered pam- 

pblet of eighty-two pages, printed on good 

paper, and the price is twenty-five cents. Ii 

is for sale at this office. We consider it one 

of the most valuable Freethought publications 
that has recently been published. The ques- 
tions answered by the writers are these: Is 
there an affirmativ, positiv, constructiv side 
to Freethought? If not, the reason why? 

If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it 

consist, and in what should it consist ?— 7"ree- 

thinker’s Magazine. 

Tue SBoPPRESSION OF CONSUMPTION. By G. 
W. Hambleton, M.D. New York: N. D. 
C. Hodges. 40 cents. 

In this little volume Dr. Hambleton, presi- 
dent of the Polytechnic Physical Develop- 
ment Society of Great Britain, argues that 
consumption is Conquerable, and sustains his 
argument by brief histories of several cases 
that bav been cured. He believes that judi- 
cious exercise under proper conditions, ac- 
companied by specific treatment, details of 
which he givs, will eventually conquer the 
disease. Physical education, he thinks, 
should be made 8 necessary part of our 
system of national education. With the 
necessary institutions, and this system of 
treatment thoroughly and continuously carried 
out, he says, ‘‘ I am certain we shall hav re- 
duced the mortality from consumption to 
truly insignificant proportions before thenext 
century has escaped from its infancy. And 
I bav therightto expressa clear and empha'ic 
opinion on this Subject; for I myself and my 
patients hav unquestionably completely re- 
covered from the disease. A great, a splen- 
did, a noble victory over this disease lies in 
the hands of the profession.” 

Tux Brave: WHErOk AND Waar? By Rich- 
ard B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. Philadel- 
phia: J.B Lippincott Co. Cloth, portrait 
of author, pp. 232. Price, $1. 

This scholarly and ably reasoned work by 
the distinguished president of the Secular 
Union now appears ina third edition. An 
enumeration of the chapter headings will 
yield a good conception of its matter: Chap. 
I. Foundation of the ‘ authorized ” version 
of the New Testament. II. The rew-version 
basis (1881). III. Canonicity of the script- 
ures. lV. Custody cf the scriptures. V. 
Miracle, prophecy. martyrdom, and church 
infalibility. VI. Internal evidence. VII. 
Probable origin of the Old Testament. VIII. 
Probable origin of the New Testament books. 
1X. Probable origin of certain dogmas found 


in all religions. X.Is the Bible strictly 
historical or mainly allegorical? XI. Were 
the Jewish and Christian scriptures written 
before or after the pagan bibles? XII. The 
summing-up. XIII. Interlocutory. We rec- 
ommend this book to every reader of our 
paper. The portrait alone will be worth the 
price of the volume to many Secular Union 
members who would be gratified to view the 
countenance of their chief leader against the 
ranks of superstition. 


Cuuron Hisrory. By Professor Kurtz. 
Authorized translation from latest revised 
edition by Rev. John MacPherson, A.M. 
Vol. III. 12mo, 544pp. Price, per volume, 
$2. New York: Funk and Wagnalls. 
The volume before us completes this labori- 

ous work on ecclesiastical history. It car- 

ries the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches through the seventeenth, eighteenth, 
and nineteenth centuries to the present time. 

The learned author compares these two sys- 

tems as they hav operated side by side, giv- 

ing special attention to the Lutheran church, 
the Reformed church, the Moravians, and the 
various ‘‘ new and fanatical sects.” Coming 

to the nineteenth century he first takes a 

general survey, then calls particular attention 

to Rationalism and Pietism; Evangelical 

Union and Lutheran Separation; Evangel- 

ical Confederation, Lutheranism, Melancthon- 

ism, and Calvinism; the disputes and forms 
fof worship; Protestantism in Germany; 

Home Missions and Foreign Missions. In 

discussing Catholicism the author considers 

the States of the Church ; her various orders; 
the liberal Catholic movement; Catholic Ul- 

tramontanism ; the Vatican council of 1869; 

the Old Catholics; Catholic theology, and 

the relation of the Romish church to the 
various countries of the world. The last 

95 pages of this volume are devoted to chron- 

ological tables and & general index, cover 

ing the three volumes and adding much to 
their value. 

Mipwient Tarx8 at THE Crus. Reported 
by Amos K. Fiske. 16mo, vellum cloth, 
gilt top, $1. New York: Fords, Howard 
& Hulbert. . 

A brainy little volume, this, commending 
itself by aptness in expressing what many 
enlightened men and women are thinking, in 
this changeful time. The conversations, held 
ina quiet corner zoom of the Asphodel Club 
on Saturday nights, agreeably occupy & small 
“ owl party ? of four—'* Tom Benedict,” an 
anxious and religious-minded young hus- 
band; ‘Colonel Bloodgood,” a vieux mous. 
tache with ruddy face, white hair, blue eyes, 
and an explosiv temper and manner ; ** Judge 
Gamaliel Truman," the guide, philosopher, 
and friend of the party ; and ‘‘ The Listener,” 
who is ** amang them takin’ notes," and who 
finally concludes to ** prent it.” Benedict rep- 
regents the conscientious and honest inher- 
itor of the traditional, and when roused to 
really think anc speak is no mean champion 
of his accepted beliefs; Colonel Bloodgood 
is a good-natured but aggressiv fighter cf 
* whatever i8;" Judge Truman is the chief 
talker, however, &nd his calm, serene, con. 
siderate way of discussing views from which 
he entirely dissents cffers a refreshing con- 
trast to the heat of most debaters. The topics 
are various. The party discourse on Temper- 
ance and Prohibition ; they find the churchly 
Shepherds neglecting their true Sheep; they 
talk about Sunday observance, and then at 
large about Religion. They branch off to 
Political Immorality, and come back to Su- 
perstition and Worship, with objections to 
making a fetich of the Scriptures.. They 
take up the question of the Irish-Americans 
and their divers elements of good and evil as 
citizens. The chief interest, however, seems 
to be along the religious line, and so they get 
back to Moses and the Prophets and Ancient 
Scriptures generally. They discuss in this 
vein the value of Human Evidence, and the 
Power of Personality, with applications to 
the foregoing topics. The papers are full of 
clear thought and generous feeling, expressed 
in attractiv guise. They will lead many to 
think for themselvs, who hav not seriously 
attempted that interesting exercise. 

* Looking Forward” is a pamphlet by 
Prof. C. Orchardson, 82 Ashland block, Chi- 
cago. It is a presentation of the principles 
of Socialism, and any wishing to investigate 
that belief will find it & clearly written man- 
ual for the purpose. Price, 5 cents. 

Charles Watts has written and printed 
another of his serviceable little Antichristian 
pamphicts. The title is, ‘‘ Nature and the 
Supernatural; or, Belief and Knowledge.” 
This production, like its fellow-works from 
the same source, is sound ia reasoning and 
perspicuous in diction. Price, 10 cents. 

The Dramatic Mirror Quarterly sends us 
No.1 of its Vol. I. As its contributors are 
all of the first rank, we are willing to say 
that it will giv satisfaction to all those who 
turn their attention to the literature of the 
theater. New York: Dramatic Mirror Co. 
Price, one year, 85 cents; single number, 25 
cents. 

We feel disposed, meanwhile desiring our 
readers to bear in mind our own stand as to 
Spiritualism, to praise a certain paper devoted 
to exposition of that belief. Those that be- 
‘lieve in Spiritualism and desire an organ of 
‘their views, or those that do not believe but 
wish to hear the other side, will not find 


among - Spiritual periodicals a better con- 
ducted one than the Better Way. It is pub- 
lished in Cincinnati, at $2 per year. 


* Why I am a New Churchman,” is the 
title given a work by the Rev. Chauncey 
Giles. The particular ailment, out of the 
round of Christian diseases, that sfHicts our 
author, seems to be the febril and decidedly 
discomposing one of Swedenborgianism. 
This is what some call the New Church. 
Probably our readers will be satisfied with 
assuming, as the reason why our friend is a 
New Churchman, that it is because he doesn’t 
know any better, or because he has not read 
Tas TaurH Seeker. If anyone yearns for 
the reasons more at length, he may send 25 
cents for the book to Wm. H. Alden. 2,199 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

“ The Christian Doctrin of Hell,” is a pam- 
phlet written by J. M. Wheeler and published 
by R. Forder, London. As the more civil- 
ized of the clergy are endeavoring to throw 
into obscurity their ancient doctrin of hell 
which is now so shocking the enlightened, 
the author thinks it well that these shufiling 
divines should be confronted with the author- 
itativ deliverances of their churches on the 
gubject. Teachings regarding hell, of a 
character revolting in the utmost to the spirit 
of this age, are collected from the fathers and 
the founders of sects and distinguished 
theologians down to the present day, and 
here presented. Price, 10 cents. 

_E. P. Roe is well known as the writer of 
novels that convey useful information and 
moral incitation in an attractiv narrativ 
vehicle. ‘‘Nature’s Serial Story” is the 
latest one issued by his publishers, Dodd, 
Mead & Co. The scene is laid in a romantic 
and retired country spot by the Hudson. 
Here a household composed of persons of 
varied characters and callings watch and 
comment on ''Nature's serial story? of 
changing air and dress and season. The 
work is calculated to awaken observation of 
nature and inspire a love of her in ‘‘a’ her 
shows and forms.” It is illustrated with a 
number of engravings that bring country 
scenes pleasingly before one. Price, 50 cents. 

Count Tolstoi’s latest novel. ‘‘The Kreut- 
zer Sonata,” which exists in Russia only iv 
manuscript (its publication having been for- 
bidden by the czar) and has not yet appeared 
in book form in any language, will be pub- 
lished in English, in Boston, in a few 
days, by Benjamin R. Tucker. The novel 
is the boldest work yet written by the 
Russian master. Dealing with the questions 
of love and marriage, it urges a morality 
that is more than puritanical in its severity, 
while handling the delicate subject with all 
the frankness of the realistic school. In St. 
Petersburg and Moscow manuscript copies 
pass from hand to hand and are read aloud in 
literary circles. 

We must commend & work published bv 
the American Humane Education Society, 19 
Milk st., Boston. It is entitled, ‘‘ Black 
Beauty, His Grooms and Companions,” and is 
by Miss Anna Sewell. It is the autobiogra- 
phy of & horse, and is very pleasing and 
interesting. The design of the writer and the 
publishers is to move the heart of the people 
to sympathy with their friend the horse, too 
often maltreated. The book has sold largely, 
and also has been distributed free to a con- 
siderable extent. Mrs. Wm. Appleton, of 
Boston, put sixteen hundred copies in the 
hands of Boston drivers. It is to be hoped 
that.after a century or two more of the human- 
jziug operation of civilization, the citizens of 
Christian countries will get to be nearly as 
kind to animals as the inhabitants of India 
and Japan. Owing to the manner of publi- 
cation of this ‘‘ Uncle Tom's Cabin ? of the 
horse, buyers will send for it, not to us, as 
they may in other cases, butto the publishers 
in Boston. The book has 245 pages and is 
sold at 25 cents. 

Tbe names of Herbert Spencer, President 
Andrew D. White, and Hon. Divid A. Wells, 
88 contributors to the June Popular Science 
Monthly, are a sufficient guarantee that this 
is a remarkably sirorg number. President 
White, in a paper on the ‘ Antiquity of 
Man and Egyptology,” shows how Egyptian 
chronology has been cramped and twisted to 
make it agree with the belief that the first 
man was created just four thousand and four 
years before Christ. Mr. Spencer, in his 
concluding chapters on ‘‘ Justice,” carefully 
considers the sentiment and the idea of jus- 
tice. Mr. Wells contributes a description of 
certain ''Evidences of Glacial Action in 
Southeastern Connecticut," accompanied by 
pictures of some of the immense bowlders 
which are thickly strewed over this region. 
Prof. C. H. Henderson has the fourth of his 
illustrated articles on glass-making in this 
number. It is entitled, ** In the Atelier of a 
Glass Worker," and tells how the beautiful 
designs are produced that we admire in 
engraved, etched, and cut glass. ‘ Atmos- 
pheric Dust," by Dr. William: Marcet, is an 
account of some kinds of the fine particles 
that float in the air, and of the part they play 
in the phenomena of nature. So much has 
been written on the esthetic and sentimental 
aspects of architecture, that it is refreshing 
to come upon Mr. Barr Ferree’s paper on 
~ Utility in Architecture," in which the ten- 
dency to subordinate use to looks is vigor- 
ously handled. Under the title, ** Education 
and Crime,” Rev. A. W. Gould replics to au 


article in the January Monthly, by Benjamin 
Reece, sud maintains that there has been 
most increase of punishments for crime 
where there is least education. In the 
** Affirmativ Side of Agnosticism,” James A. 
Skilton proposes the word ‘‘ metagnosticism ” 
(knowing beyond) as a substitute for Agnos- 
ticism, and publishes letters from Herbert 
Spencer, Professor Huxley, and Dr. Lyman 
Abbott, to whom he had submitted his prop- 
osition. There is an illustrated descriptiv 
article on ** Tin and its Nativ Land," by M. 
Bran de St. Pol Lias. Mrs. Fanny D. Bergen 
contributes the third instalment of her 
** Animal and Plant Lore,” comprising many 
curious popular superstitions. Prof. La 
Roy F. Griffin describes the ‘Natural and 
Artificial Cements” now in the market, and 
tells the method of testing them. There is a 
sketch, by M. Léon Frédórieq, of Theodor 
Schwann, the discoverer of the cell theory in 
biology, with & portrait. In the correspond- 
ence department President Hill of the Uni- 
versity of Rochester defends himself at 
length against the charge of misrepresenting 
Herbert Spencer, made in the previous num- 
ber, and his defense is thoroughly reviewed 
in the Editor's Table. The other depart- 
ments are full of interesting bits of ecientiflc 
matter. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
Fifty cents à number; $5 a year. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh........—. 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influenoo of Christianity ou Civilization. 
Underwood........« censors REM FR 2n 
Y Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witeheraftto Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemie Delusions. — Marvin... sees eese 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. — Marvin. ...... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inamgueal, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essay ou Miracles. David Humo. s.es... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 6 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradluugh....... eee eere) 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. $ 


17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 


18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 


19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 

20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake....... Se b 
21 Dofence of Secular Principles. U. Watts. 5 
92 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts... 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 

26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts............ 5 
28 Thonghts ou Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 

29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake.............--. 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Mau à Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradluugh...... 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Chartes Bradlaugh....... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. M.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 6 

44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 

4" Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 

MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for * God's chosen.”....... 85 
3 New Life of David. Chas, Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers. ...........- 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese. Mandarin. ...............--. 10 

% Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
oake...... ——————— 5 
9 New Life of Tonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil 5 
11 New Life of Jacob............ Vise ET tieadenay 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10: 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10: 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. <A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas, Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 6 


21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 18 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $3; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” *' The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, . 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render- 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the. 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of © 
good in furnishing food for thought. We truet it. 
wil hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH BERKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL.. 
Price, 25 Cents, —  — 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
: THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, —' 


NEW YORK CITY.. 


Notn.—These tracts nro especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Secker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle monoy the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 3 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 5 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett... 2 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologieus, D.D.... 2 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 2 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............ . 1 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 3 
4T Cruelty & Credulityof the Human Race... 3 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E, B. Guild.......... 5 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 3 

2 

5 

2 


53 Questions for Bible Worshipors........ sede 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies, Underwood.......... TUA 
62 Tho Jews and their God...... — ( LO 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers......... aes 

64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 

65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 

70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon 

71 Paine's Anniversary. ©. A. Codman....... 


"3 Foundations. John Syphers. ............... 
4 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett... a 
15 An Hour with the Devil. 
16 Reply to E, F. Brown. : 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennott....... ms 


Bennett... 
Bennett... 


83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F.Underwood...... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... es 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers...... Sce cues 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. ; 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker..............-- 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. ........ 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 1 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


3 
5 
2 
5 
3 
2 
2 
2 
0 
3 
5 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 1 
5 
2 
3 
2 
1 
5 
0 
2 
2 
5 
2 
0 


107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown..............-. 
110 Invocation to the Universe. 4, Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennott.... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.......ccsecceeeeeee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 Tho Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. — Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.......... n 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell........... sairas 
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m 


1 

122 World's Great Religions. Bennoett.......... 
123 Paine Vindieated. Ingersoll and "'Ob- 

Server" ..evconeceseceeteeacees Sas vane on i ea dg s . 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett........... z 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

derwood.......... crees ener 
130 Tho Kthies of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James....... 
i3 
5 
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8 Scienco of the Bible. Jolin Jasper.. 
40 Astro-Theology .....cscccescseeceesetees 
ZAL Infidelity, H. W. Beecher 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
243 Chang Wan Ho. Bli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
749 Ago of Shnus......... — EIS 

145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Mo Instead. Martin.... 10 

350 Tho Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman. ......... "————— 1 

20i What is tho Bible? M. W. H..... se 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 5s 
153 Liberty and Morality. Couway........... 
265 Co-operation Society's Redoemer............ 
266 Free Speech & Free Press, Sholloy.......... 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman . 
161 Protestant Persecutions......... a detis ora VP 3 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett......ccceccsscccsseeeeecersseee LO 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman................. 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els 
burg, M.D.....ccccsesseesceecereeersseeveee "E 
2 Evolution: Homogencous to Heteroge- 
neous. Unuderwood.............. 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.. 5 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 


6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 3 
. 8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.... 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fisko.......... 10 
10 fhe Evolution Theory—Huxley's Threo 
Lectures. . ........ NE ORERE ET 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... l 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D.........ccssccoveoeses 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium................ ess. 10 


&& See note at head of column, 
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E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. A E 
DURING THA YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 


Will Print the 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS. MANAGER. 


Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. — 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. | 
If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


” Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW York. 


W.s. BELLS PAMPHLETS, 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRIOE, 15 OENTS. 
Accept my thanks for Your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. | 
&m much pleased with your address,and will 
notice it in Man.—T, B. Wakeman. : 
beautiful pamphlet of 36 pagos. It is a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 


OE, 20 OENTR. 


who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 


3J.J. McCabe. ~ 
FHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OP CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Ples,” in Order or 


Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 270 pp., - - 75 Cents. 


SF This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
fcan, publisher. Sa 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and & younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
poing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is ius: such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tax TRUTH BEEKERE Company. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVR OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
: By O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 

Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTHBSEEEEB OQ. 


^ 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
OMPEON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His lifo, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
ow suns and worlds come into being. By 

Mr. Garret P, SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. Wirnrtraw Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND., 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E, D. Oorz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT Q. EOOLES., 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. NEIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
BAMPSON 


ON, 
1. EȚOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dg. LEWIS 
. JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELsoN C. 
ARSHALL, 
13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWICE. 
14 PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Stanek 
Boyt NICHOLS. 
15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
SOLEO: OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
AVAGE, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
Tapas oonts. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 Jewels: $10; adjusted, 
$16, For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. . 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50; 15 Jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.f0; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model "Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin gilver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 OUNCE, 
$25. Best open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$80; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ beat gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra, 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; & magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do; heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
t0$10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, I. 


Ziberal Gleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The lianhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
nreg and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 


3t. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria! Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Jeeker publications alwayson hand at cheap rates. 
_— ror aaaaaaaaamamaaraaaaaaaaasaaaħŘħŮŐ 


Chicago Secular Unien 


Meets every Sanday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


oe seme ee ae Y 
The Secular Society of Kent, 9., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town hall, All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.m.,at 412 Nicollet 
ave.. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MAcowBEB,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, flec. 


DunMu A 
Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi» 
R. G. RwrTB, Cor. Sec. 


aco dac a N NEN VO DOA 
The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 


gator are solicited. 


aall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
gable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec, 


ee ee een 
Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Ciub 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 


Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture fol 
by debates. ‘he public arian aei opea 


Brotherhood ot Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading.room 


ball at 2:30 P m. iberals i in- 
vited. F, V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. are cordially’ dn 


NES a SS PR MNT MON RATE 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 
Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 


Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A - 
tation is.extended to al. Seats nu us S 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetinga at Good. Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, ©., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P.w. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 


Friends from 


In best open-face- 


to all; especially to friends frcm abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TExuTRHABRT, President. 
WILL B8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is Et? A pam- 
phiet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 


tion of the bibliog] story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents, 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it is, i 


Price, 5 cenis. 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy» 
sician, and the most suð- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 ets. for his “Pri- 
vate Counselor," n book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application.—A 
POSITIVE CURK. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and shonld be in 
the hands of *&ase afilict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
Sners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in bis prefes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust bim." — The National View. 


Address, 
R. P. FELLOWS, 


ÍNEEAND: N.J: 


nquiries are frequently received asking what 
i know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he isa reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all bas agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that hehas performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—Tne Better Way. 
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ews of the Qeek. 


Henry Srrser, 8 well-to-do planter of Fort | Vol 


Worth, Tex., recently ordered his wife to go 
to work in the field with negroes and on her 
refusing beat her. She fled, and applied for 
a divorce. He has always alleged to his 
neighbors the divine right to beat her, deduc- 
ing it from the text, ** If thy right hand offend 
thee, cut it off.” 
CHERYENNES are doing 
violence in Montana, and 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 


AND REFORMERS. 


or 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. Biographies of 800 of the Leading Philosophers, 


» Y. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 


Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 


8v0, 885pp. Vo 


- . IL. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. .8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. 6., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH BEEKER OO., 


38 Lafayette Place, N.Y. 


frontiersmen hav fled to 


the settlements. 


CoLumBus has passed . 
through a  street-car 
Strike, with much riot- 
ing and violence. 


Tue bill for a tunnel 
under the English Chan- 
nel failed to pass the 
House of Commons. 


GrRMany, France, Rus- 
sia, and Switzerland hav 


signed a treaty for mutual = 
al opression of Anarchy. A 

In Italy mobs of unem- Ze 
ployed workingmen fre- ee 
quently march about de- f 
manding bread, and cre- GP 
ate riota and conflicts d Mee 
with police. E^. 
` Tar Methodists in Can- j 
ada hav refused their 7 
Share of the $60,000 


which the sects were to 
receive from the Jesuits’ 
estate appropriation. 


On the 13th storms and 
floods did much damage 
to railroad and other 
property at Rockford, 
Joliet, Rock Island, and 
other parts of Illinois. 


Oampnor has risen 
from eighteen to seventy- 
five cents a pound owing 
to large purchases by 
Germany to use in mak- 


ing a new kind of powder. 


EI Thought. 


To discover the true principles of morality, 


men hav no need of theology, revelation, or 


of gods; they hav need only of common 
sense. "They hav only to commune with 
themselvs, to reflect upon their own nature, 
to consult their visible interests, to consider 
the objecta of society, and of the individuals 
who compose it ; and they will easily perceive 
that virtue is advanta- 
geous and vice disadvan- 


tageous to such beings ag 


themselvs.—D Holbach, 


Mes will be more 
moral when they learn 
that morality doea not 

. rest for its authority upon 
arbitrary edicts thun- 
dered from the skies, 
but that its foundation is 
the experience of man- 
kind as to what is best 
for man.—Robert O0. 
Adams. 


Tre good is universally 
the pleasurable. Oon- 
duct is good or bad as its 
results to self or others is 
pleasurable or painful: 
the need for command- 
ments from God disap- 
pears.—Apencer. 


ANoIENT history, an- 
cient astronomy, ancient 
physics, ancient medi. 
cin (up to Hippocrates), 
ancient geography, an- 
cient metaphysics, all are 
nothing but ancient ab. 


surdities, which ought to 
make us feel the happi- 
nes8 Of being born in 
later times.— Voltaire. 


A PEOPLE Who regard 
the past with too wistful 
&n eye, will never bestir 


ward progress; they will 


Compiainr has been 
made in Congress of the 
neglect of the Cunard 
Steamship Company to 
comply with the law on 
immigration of contract 
labor. 


Ca'rHOLIOS are rejoicing in the triumph in 
the Belgian elections of ‘‘ the Catholic party, 
the party of honest government, whose 
triumph means the triumph of Christianity." 


TEE refusal of America to enact interna- 
tional copyright draws this language from 
the novelist Haggard : ** The American nation 
alone among civilized nations has hoisted the 
black flag.” 


AT Warrentown, Mo., on the 9th, a colli- 
sion of two freight trains on the Wabash road 
killed eight men, injured twenty-two, and 
killed or crippled fifteen racehorses. A teleg- 
rapher had by mistake sent out the running 
time as fifty minutes instead of five. 


Sr. Louis merchants and others ask Con- 
` gress for more efficient protection against 
Mississippi river floods. Sediment washed 
down from the mountains is said. to be con- 
tinually raising the bed. Great avd fatal 
floods like those in China are apprehended. 


Bismarox’s latest utterance is: ‘‘ Over- 
education has led to much dissatisfaction and 
disappointment in Germany, but in Russia it 
has led to disaffection and conepiracy. Edu- 
cation is making pedantic theorists and 
visionaries, unfit for constitutional govern- 
ment.” 


New York has established a short and 
simple form of deed, mortgage, and executor’s 
deed, antiquating the present mass of sense- 
less verbiage, obsolete expressions, and end- 
less repetitions that serve only to confuse the 
unlearned and add to the revenues of convey- 
ancers and recorders. 


A 'Torrpo, O., priest, having taken legal 
advice, has refused to report to the board of 
education the names, ages, etc., of the pupils 
of his school, as the state law requires. The 
Catholics say the law is ‘‘conceived in a 
spirit of malice, envy, and hatred,” and aim 
to overthrow it. The priest has been indicted. 


Deruty PieNATELLI has attacked in the 
Italian senate the instruction imparted in the 
Catholic seminaries, inspired by the bishops, 
whom he styles ** bishops of resistance," þe- 
cause they carry on & propagandism against 
the state by their pastorals and homilies, from 
the pulpit, the confessional, and from the 
Episcopal Mansion, by alms and subsidies 
distributed to their creatures. 


Ir is rumored that the Lower California 
filibustering scheme was a plot of the British 
to secure the annexation of that peninsula 
the same 98 that people and the Hast India 
Company acquired Indian possessions. Eng- 
land, it is said, was to be called on to pro- 
tect the property and rights of certain of her 
subjects there, and was to assume a protect- 
orate.. But the rumor is doubtful, and is cir- 
culated mainly by England's foes. 
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ABIGAIL HASTETH TO GET THERE. 


seeker Annua 


— AND — 


regthinkeus' Almanac, 


And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after her; and she 
went after the messengers of David, and became his wife.—1 Sam. xxv, 42. 
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(E. M. 290.) 
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Remsburg, - - - - - 
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hardly believe that prog- 
ress is possible. o 
them, antiquity is synon- 
ymous with wisdom, 
and every improvement 
is s dangerous innova- 
tion. In this state, Eu- 
rope lingered for many 
centuries; in this state, 
Spain still lingers. Hence the Spaniards are 
remarkable for an inertness, à want of buoy- 
ancy, and an absence of hope, which, in our 
busy and enterprisidg age, isolate them from 
the rest of the civilized world. Believing 
that little can be dome, they are in no hurry 


to do it. Believing that the knowledge they 


hav inherited is far greater than any they can 

obtain, they wish to preserve their intellect- 

ual gona whole and unimpaired.— 
ucklé. ^ 


Ar present I am subsisting on certain wild 


: | flavors which nature wafts to me, which un- 


accountably sustain me, and make my ap- 
parently poor life rich.— Thoreau. 


How all things liv and work, and ever blend- 
ing, 

Weave one vast whole from Being’s ample 
range ! 

How powers celestial, rising and descending, 

Their golden buckets ceaseless interchange | 

Their flight on rapture-breathing pinions 
winging, 

From heaven to earth their genial influence 
bringing, 

Through the wide sphere their chimes melo- 
dious ringing. 

A wondrous show ! — Goethe. 


Ir the bulk of the human race are always 
to remain as at present, slaves to toil in which 
they kav no interest and therefore feel no in- 
terest—drudging from early morning till late 
at night for bare necessaries, and with all the 
intellectual and moral deficiencies which th 
implies— without resources either in mind or 
feelings; untaught, for they cannot be better 
taught than fed; selfish, for all their thoughts 
are required for themselvs; without interests 
or sentiments as citizens and members of 80- 
ciety, and with a sense of injustice rankling 
in their minds, equally for what they hav not 
and for what others hav—I know not what 
there is which should make a person with 
any capacity of reason concern himself about 
the destinies of the human race. s; 
But there is no ground for such a view of 
human affairs. Poverty, like most social 
evils, exists because men follow their brute 
instincts, without due consideration.— Mi, 


TigED with all these, for restful death I cry— 

As, to behold desert a beggar born, 

And needy nothing trimmed in jollity, 

And purest faith unhappily forsworn, 

And gilded honor shamefully misplaced, 

And maiden virtue rudely strumpeted, 

And right perfection wrongfully disgraced, 

And strength by limping sway disab)ód, 

And art made tongue-tied by authority, 

And folly, doctor-like, controling skill, 

And simple truth miscalled simplicity, 

And captiv good attending captain ill: 

Tired with all these, from these would I be 

one— 

Save that, to die, I leave my Love alone. 

—Bhakspere, 
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dotes and Clippings. 


‘THe model family” is the designation 
that New York papers hav adopted for the 
purpose of denoting Colonel Ingersoll’s fam- 
ily. 


Two poker chips in the left trousers pocket 
of a St. Paul man saved his life the other 
night by flattening out a bullet from a bur- 
glars revolver. As poker chips are lighter 
and less bulky than the traditional life-saving 
Testament they may perhaps supersede that 
useful volume. And probably more men 
can be found in the great West with poker 
chips in their pockets than with Bibles. 


Ong of the shameful workings of religion 
is thus set forth by the New York World: 
** We hav been so anxious to exclude secta- 
rianism from our schools, and so jealous of 
ecclesiasticism, that we hav virtually con- 
cluded that it is better to do without morality 
than to hav it associated with religion.” By 
hook or crook, by means direct or indirect, 
religion has managed in every age to be the 
arch enemy of morals. 

Tug /ndependent, a Protestant jour: al, 
says: “The recent decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, affirming the con- 
stitutionality of the confiscating section of the 
anti-Mormon Edmunds law, strikes & deadly 
blow at the monetary power of the Mormon 
oligarchy, and is along step toward wiping 
out Mormonism in Utah.” Will the Inde- 
pendent point out the article and section of the 
Constitution which makes it the duty of Con- 
gress, orgivsit power, to wipe out Mormonism 
or aby other religion ? 


Tuxzz is at least one instance in which the 
church can hardly arrogate to herself the 
credit of effecting reforms which she. actually 
opposed. That she was inimical to the 
abolition of slavery in the United States is a 
fact too recent in occurrence, and receiving 
too frequent affirmation, to be denied or 
covered. The New York Tribune, for in- 
stance, in a rehearsal of Rebellion history, 
bas to state this: ‘‘The churches of tbe 
North, which should hav been in the van of 
progress and reform, betrayed their trust and 
crouched placidly at the feet of the South.” 


“ Tux pope a traitor to his country." That 
is the substance of 8 speech delivered by 
Signor Crispi at a recent meeting of the sur- 
vivors of ** the thousand,” who, on May 10, 
1860, landed at Marsala, in Sicily. Crispi 
was one of the thousand; he was the most 
intimate friend of Garibaldi, and the sworn 
enemy of King Francis II. of Naples. In the 
speech delivered by him on the occasion 
mentioned, he said that ‘‘the pope is the 
worst enemy of his country, for he never 
ceases to appeal to the foreigner to overthrow 
the unity of Italy.” 


Tux clergy seem to be entering into poli- 
tics at this period more than ever before in 
our history. They are not content with giv- 
ing moral and religious instruction, leaving 
the laity to apply it in practical affairs accord- 
ing to their own consciences. Instead of 
this the clergy are taking the part of activ 
political leaders with specific political designs. 
The Reformed Presbyterian ministers are cir- 
culating petitions to Congress asking that 
God shall be formally recognized in the Con- 


4 stitution as tbe only supreme ruler; and they 


are refusing to vole until their request is 
granted. Methodists and Presbyterians in 
their general convocations demand that re- 
ligion shall become a part of the public school 
education, and a society, made up of minis- 
ters chiefly, bas been organized to combat the 
supposed influence of the church of Rome 
upon school legislation. They cry out that 
the schools must be protected against clerical 
influence, and yet at the same time they pro- 
test that the secularization of the schools 
must not continue.—Sun. 


Ex-Jubar .DrrrENHORFER and Anthony 
Comstock got into a squabble in a police 
court in this,city last week, and Mr. Ditten- 
hoefer said something which he ought to, 
and no doubt can, prove. The judge ap- 
peared for George Smith, a policy dealer, of 
No. 42 Nassau street, who was arrested a few 
days ago on evidence obtained by Mr. Com- 
stock. Mr. Comstock produced Frederick 
Luther, an ex-policy-dealer, and John R. 
Collard, also a retired gambler. It was diffi- 
cult for Judge Dittenhoefer to elicit anything 
from the witnesses without frequent objec- 
tions and interruptions from Edmund E. 
Price and Mr. Comstock. When the ex-judge 
had his patience pretty well tested, he de- 
clared that Mr. Comstock’s office was being 
used by some functionary attached to it for 
the vilest purposes imaginable. ‘“‘ Before I 
get through with this case,” continued the 
judge, excitedly, **I mean to show that there 
is more corruption in the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Vice than the public would dare 
dream of." We hope the lawyer will let the 
sun go down upon his wrath many times and 
rise up each morning determined to do as he 
pays. 


Tuns table tells the story of the results of 
the abolition or practica! disuse of capital 
punishment in Europe: Belgium.—No exe- 
cutions since 1863. Number of murders ten 
years before, 921; ten years after, 708. Fin- 
land.—No executions since 1824. Murders 
extremely rare. Holland.—Capital punish- 
ment abolished in 1870, with decrease in 
murders, despite increise of population. 
Switzerland.—Abolished 1874. Since rein- 
stated by two or three cantons. Prussia.— 
From 1869-78, out of 484 condemned to 
death, only one execution (Bódel). Port- 
ugal.—Capital punishment abolished. Rou- 
mania.—Abolished. Tuscany.—No execu- 
tion for fifty years. Russia.— Capital punish- 
ment retained only for treason and military 
insubordination. 


Tux business of Rev. Thomas A. Greer, pas- 
tor of a colored church, and Sister Mary Ram- 
sey in court at Indianapolis the other day, 
reads amusingly. Mary says she became se- 
curity for the payment for Elder Green’s best 
suit of clothes, and the elder did not show any 
great activity in paying for them. There wasa 
church meeting the preceding night, and nu- 
merous bills were read. Sister Ramsey wanted 
her bill against Green read, in hopes that it 
would prod him up 8 little and cause him to 
produce some funds. He objected, and the 
bill was not read. ''He done sat dah on & 
cheer," says Sister Ramsay to the court, “a 
showen his white stock’ns and wearin’ dose 
close, and it makes me mad, and I don’t 
denies it. I just push him off dat cheer, an’ 
I push'im haad, too." For this Green had 
Sister Ramsay arrested for assault and bat- 
tery, and Sister Ramsay had Hider Green 
arrested for provoking her, 
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Communications. 


The True Inwardness of the National Reform 
Party. 


To rae Eprror or Tux Trura Szexmr, Sir: In 
a former article I asserted that the so called National 
Reform party originated in * Orangeism ;” and with 
evidence now in hand I shall prove that under 
another name the National R-form idea is nothing 
mote nor less than “ Reformed Presbyterianism ;" or, 
in other words, the principles of the National Reform 
party are the principles of the old Scotch Covenant 
ers, or, a8 they are now called, the " Reformed Pres 
byterian church.” But among other branches cf the 
Presbyterian church many strong opponents to the 
National Reform idea are found. I mention this 
fact lest any of your readers might infer from what 
I sball present that the whole Presbyterian body is 
to be blamed for this attempt to unite church and 
state and to establish a national religion in the 
United States, and to enforce its acceptance by the 
people urder penalty of civil distress. It will be 
observed from some quotations to be made, that the 
“Reformed Presbyterians” are not loyal. American 
citizens, and are indeed enemies to the present Con- 
stitution of the United States. I will now proceed 
to prove my position, and to prove it out of their 
own mouths. Ata session of the Reformed Presby- 
terian synod, held at Rochester, N. Y., in 1886, a 
memorial to Congress was adopted, urging upon it 
the necessity of the religious smendment to the Con- 
stitution, as advccated by the National Reform party. 
It complains that the Constitution has “no acknowl- 
edgment of God nor of the moral lawa of his govern- 
ment” in it, and that this fact “ encourages the false 
doctrin that civil government has no moral nor relig- 
ious duties to perform.” It slso says that “the 
refusal of the nation to acknowledge the authority 
of Jesus Christ as king and to accept his law involves 
the nation in unspeakable guilt and exposes.it to the 
chastening and destroying judgments of God,” ete. 
These memorialists seem to be ignorant of, or oblivi- 
ous to, the fact that for a hundred years the country 
has been prospered beyond all precedents in the 
history of nations; while such nations of Europe 
and South America, which are under religious con- 
trol, or which are more or less directed or controled 
by the church, and of course “ acknowledge God and 
his moral laws,” eto., hav been visited with tenfold 
more of what these “reformers” would call “the 
_ chastening and destroying judgments of God,” if 

famins, pestilences, earthquakes, wars, eto., may be 

called such “judgments.” But let us see further 
about this “memorial” of the Reformed Presbyte- 
rians. It closes with the following words. Please 
note the loyalty (?) of these petitioners. For the 
reascns given above they said: “That we who pre- 
sent this petition are unable, for these reasons, to 
. accept the Constitution as a right fundamental law 
for the nation, and are, therefore, debarred on con- 
scientious grounds from participation in the govern- 
ment. We can neither take office under it ourselvs, 
nor by voting for others, lay this Constitution upon 
them as the rule of their official conduct.” I need 
offer no comment on this statement, save that they 
in go many words confess themselvs to be enemies 
of the Constitution, and are not, therefore, loyal 
American citizens. Now, to see their identity with 
the National Reform party we hav only to read what 
follows, thus: '*We pray you, therefore, to propose 
such sn amendment to the national Constitution as 
shail suitably acknowledge almighty God as the 
source of all authority and power in civil govern- 
ment, the Lord Jesus Christ as the ruler of nations, 
and his revealed will as of supreme authority in 
national affairs, and so place all Christian laws, 
institutions, and usages on an undeniable legal basis 
_ in the fundamental Jaw cf the land.” 

This is the regular National Reform party plat- 
form. I hay referred in a former ariicle to some of 
the “ Christian laws, institutions, and usages " which 
these Reformed Presbyterians demand shall be made 
the fundamental law of the land, but it will not be 
amiss to refer to a few that shall be enforced 
upon all classes resident in the United States. 1. 
Belief in one true and living God. 2. Belief in Jesus 
` Christ as the only begotten son of God. 3. Belief 
in his desth, burial, resurrection, and ascension to 
heaven. 4. Belief in his atonement, his mediator- 
ship, his return to earth and judgment of the world, 
etc. 5. All parties must repent and confers their 
sing. 6. All must be baptized. 7. AI] must be con- 
firmed. 8. All must partake of the sacrament, or 
-eucharist. 9. All must pray. 10 Read the script- 
ures. 11. Support the ministry. 12. Attend church, 
ete. For what these people demand is that “all 
Ohristian laws, institutions, and usages" are to be 
placed on an undeniable legal basis. So that as 
these laws, institutions, and usages are the distin- 
guishing characteristics of the Christian religion ; 
and the acceptance of, obedience to, and observance 
of, these laws, etc , constitute a Christian character, 
and constitute those who do thus accept, obey, and 
observe the church; so they intend to thus unite 


church and state, and force all the people to become 


Christians ; but what class of Ohristians do they in- 
tend to produce? 

Let.as see. In the synod referred to, in adopting 
a report on National Reform, they esid: “It is ours 
to uphold the ideals of God, which hav originated 
the National Reform cause.” In the Reformed 
Presbyterian we read thus: “ The proposed amend. 
ment of the federal Constitution is an scknowledg 
ment by the government that God is the suthor and 
source of all authority sand power in civil govern 
ment; that the Lord Jesus Corist is the ruler of na- 
tions, and thas bis revealed will contained in the 
Bible is the supreme law of nations. Now, the asso- 
ciation for National Reform proposes to bav these 
distinotiv principles of the Reformed Presbyteriar 
church adopted into the Constitution of the United 
States, and annulling any parts of the Constitution 
that may bo inconsistent with these principles.” 
These propositions of the Nationa] Reform party are 
here claimed as the “distinctiv principles of the 
Reformed Presbyterian church.” And therefore 
their adoption by the United States government 
would be the adoption of the principles of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian church, or in other words Re- 
formed Presbyterianism is to be made the national 
religion. That we do not misrepresent their design 
and expectation wili be seen by the following, from 
the same paper, viz, “The priveiples of National 
Reform sre our principles, and its work is our work. 
National Reform is simply the practical application 
of the principles of the Reformed Presbyterian 
church for the reformation of the nation.” 

It is therefore evident that the Methodists, Bsp- 
tists, Congregationslists, Episcopalians, etc., are com- 
mitiing themselvs to the establishment of the pecu- 
liar doetrins of the Reformed Presbyterians. Now, 
it may be pertinent to inquire what are the distinctiv 
principles of this church? ‘In the Shaff-Herzog 
Encyclopedia Rev. J. R. W. Sloane says of the Re- 
formed Presbyterians, ‘The more special and dis- 
tinctiv principles of this church, the one in which 
she differs from all others, is her practical protest 
against the secular character of the United States 
Constitution. Holding to the universal headship of 
Christ, and that civil government is a divine ordi- 
nance, and ons of the “all things" put under him as 
the mediatorial ruler of the universe, and thst to him 
the allegiance of all nations is due, Reformed Pres- 
byterians refuse close incorporation with any govern- 
ment which does not in some form recognize those 
principles and giv them effectiv expression in its 
legislation. 

“On examination of the United States Constitution, 
that remarkable document is found to contain no 
recognition of Ged as the source of all legitimate 
civil authority, nor of his law as supreme sbove all 
human laws, nor of his son as governor among the 
vations. . The Constitution does not recognize 
the Bible, the Christian Sabbath, Christian morality, 
Christian qualifications for civil offices, snd givs no 
legal basis for any Christian feature in the adminis- 
tration of government. They take the deep- 
est interest in that reform movement which has for 
its object the amendment of the United States Con- 
stitution in those particulars in which they consider 
it defectiv. Indeed they feel specially called to aid 
in its success, at whatever cost or personal sacrifice.’ " 
It may not be amiss to inquire right here what is the 
Reformed Presbyterian idea of what the “ mediatorial 
ruler of the universe, Jesus Christ,” will demand of 
the government of the United States, and of the peo- 
ple, as also of all other nations? We will let Rev. 
J. M. Foster tell us, for he is a Reformed Presby- 
terian. He says: “The duiies which the reigning 
mediator requires of nations” are “(1) A constitu- 
tional recognition of himself as king of nations. 

. (2) A constitutional recognition of their duty 
as the divinely eppointed keeper of the moral law. 

- . (3) A constitutional ; rovision of moral and 
religious qualifications for their officers. . . . (4) 
An acknowledgmert and exemplification of the duty 
of national covenanting with bim. 5) An 
acknowledgment and performance of the nstion's 
duty to guard and protect the church by suppressing 
all public violation of the moral law, by maixtaining 
a system of public schoole, indoctrinating their youth 
in morality sed virtue, by exempting church prop- 
erty from taxation, and by providing her funds out 
of the publie treasury for carrying on her aggressiv 
work at home and in the foreign field.” 

Now, is there a man or a woman in the country 
who will pause just a moment to think on these vari- 
ous positions of the National Reform party, alias 
the Reformed Presbyterian church, but who can see 
that all this means a complete union of church and 
atate, and that the church is to be the Reformed 
Presbyterian? I fancy that I see a smile on the face 
of Cardinal Gibbons and the whole Roman hierarchy 
in the United States at this thought, and I fancy 
that I hear them saying, * We will see about that in 
due time, but for the present we will encourage the 
Reformed Presbyterians to pull our chestnuts out of 
the fire." There is one point in the foregoing decla- 
rations of the “ principles” of the Reformed Presby- 
terians worthy of the attention of the members of 


chising every consistent Infidel in the land? 
matter how moral he msy be ; no matter how capable 
he may be; and although he may hav lost an arm, or 


Congress, and of all the various officers of the gov- 
ernment from the president down to a cross-roads 
postmaster, and which all state and municipal cfficials 
should keep in mind, and that is, that as soon as this 
National Reform party (or Reformed Presbyterians) 
assume the control of the nation, every one of them 


must be not only a “moral” but also a “religious " 
man, for they intend to demand a “ constitutional 


provision of moral and religious qualifications for 


their < ficere.” Every cfücer of national, state, and 
municipal governments must be a professed Obris- 
tian and a member, of course, of “the church.” Ther 
political demagogs of the day, the chronic cffice- 
seekers, and all who love place and power, must make 
an open profession of religion, and it will hav to be 
of the orthodox stripe, too, or they will pot stand 
any chance of election or appointment to cffice. 

' Who is it, knowing the unprincipled character of 
many Of the political hacks of the country, but can 
see that they will “join the church " solely for cffice, 
and at heart may neither believe or from the heart 
obey the principles of the Christian religion—provid- 
ing these reformers themselvs understand them—and 
will be hypocrits therefore? : 

Will not these reformers be not only offering 
a premium on hypocrisy, but also virtually aed 
o 


a leg, or an eye, or his health, and endured any 
amount of physical suffering, or sacrificed hia worldly 
possessions, in defense of the Union and the Consti- 
tution, yet, unless he joins an orthodox church —and 
it may be unless he unites with the “Reformed 
Presbyterian church”—he cannot even be a policeman, 
or a town clerk. 

The thousands of Freethinkers in the United 
States will hav to submit to “taxation, but without 
representation.” These reformers justify to-day our 
forefathers in rebelling against „England on that 
ground, but will they excuse the multitude of so- 
eslied Infidels who will refuse to pay taxes, because 
they cannct hav any part or lot in the government ? 
And what are their taxes to be used for? Among 
other things, this, viz., the support of the church: 
“ By providing her funds out of the public treasury 
for carrying on her aggressiv work at home and in 
the foreign field;” that is, a support of the ministry 
by the government. : 

These people are striving their “level best” to 
Secure sn “amendment” to the Constitution that 
will prohibit the use of the public funds for the sup- 
port of sectarian schools. But they are anxious to 
hav the government use the public funds to support 
a seorarian clergy. For it is eheer folly to suppose 
that they would be willing that a dollar cf the public 
money should be used to assist at home or abroad 
any church that is not considered by them as ortho- 
dox or evangelical; and that, of course, excludes 
Unitarians, Universalists, Adventists, Seventh-Day 
Baptists, Camphellites, Mormons, ete, es well as 
Jews. Of course the Catholics favor all this; noth- 
ing could suit them better than a constitutional pro- 
vision which would insure support for the clergy of 
the church of Rome. Of course the Presbyterians 
would be the last body of religionists to agree to 
anything of this sort; but how can they prevent it 
being done? For it is only a question of time. The 
thousands of Christians who oppose the principles 
and plans of the so-called National Reform Party, 
and the thousands of Freethinkers, Jews, and others, 
who also are opposed to them, will not, of course, 
vote for their candidates (if they would be allowed 
to vote, which may not be the cage), end would leave 
them (as compared with the Catholics) in the minor- 
ity in most of the congressional districts in the 
United States. But as they propose to disfranchise 
all “logically consistent” Infidels, eccording to Rev. 
Mr. Coleman in the Christian Statesman, who said, 
“To be perfectly plain, I believe that the existence 
of a Christian Constitution would disfranchise every 
logically consistent Irfidel;" and as Rev. Jonsthan 
Edwards seid that “the Seventh Day Baptists [and 
of course all other Sabbatariane} must be counted 
tcgether,” as “one class," with “ Atheists, Deists, 
and Jews,” so then all Christians and all others who 
oppose their proposed “ amendments” sre to be dis- 
franchised. This then will leave the contest for 
cffice to be settled by the National Reform Party on 
one side, and the Catholics on the other; and if the 
issue was made to.dav, it is extremely doubtful that 
the Nationa] Reform Party could carry one fourth the 
congressional districts in the country, nor could they 
control the legislatures of but few states ; so they 
could secure only a minority of the national senators. 

They could not elect a president and vice- 
president. But the Catholics could elect them, and 
the majority of Congress. They could thus securea 
Roman Catholic cabinet, Roman Catholic heads of 
departments, and all the embassadors and consuls to 
foreign lands. They would control the army and 
navy—in a few words, they would control the entire 
government, and establish as the “national religion" 
that of the Roman Catholic church. They would 
find upon accession to power, a Conatitution framed 
80 a8 to demand tke support of “ the church” in “her 
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home and foreign work," out of the general treasury, 
and the largest portion of this fund will hav been 
furnished by the Protestant classes, and the Infidels, 
ete., of the country. f 

As soon as these blinded zealots hav secured their 
object in changing the Constitution the Roman lead- 
ers in foreign lands will at once do their utmost to 
flood the United States with Catholic emigrants ; 
and after the opponents of the Reform party hav 
succeeded in disfranchising their enemies they, as 
before said, would be in the minority in many states, 
while the Catholics securing control of the state leg- 
islatures would speedily change the naturalization 
laws, giving aliens the rights of citizenship, perhaps 
immediately upon arrival at our shores; and by 
judicious placing of these emigrants where their 
votes would be most needed, that church would soon 
control the few districts that may at the present 
bour be in the hands of the National Reformers. 
There is one scripture that these Reformers may find 
fulfilled at that time, viz, “The measure that ye 
mete, to you it shall be measured again.” They in- 
tend to demand “religious qualifications ” of all 
officers of the government. The Romanists will in- 
sist that they shall be “religious” according to the 
Catholic iden, 2.e., that they shall be Catholics. 

Rev. Jonathan Edwards admits that the Seventh 
Day Baptists are believers in “God and Ohristian- 
ity," but would he favor one of them holding office, 
although they are Ohristians, and Protestant Ohris- 
tians at that? Nay, but he and his fellows class 
them with Atheists, Deists, Jews, etc. '' They must 
be counted together," said he. “These all are, for 
the occasion, and as far as our amendment is con- 
cerned, one class," he said. 

Why does he so class them? Because, said he, 
“they use the same arguments and the same tactics 
against us.” 

That is, because these Ssventh Day believers in 
God and Christianity do not agree with the National 
Reform party on the Sabbath questioa, they must be 
counted and treated as Atheists, Dəists, Jews, etc. 
Upon that ground, 2.e., of opposition to some or per- 
haps most of the doctrins or dogmas of the church 
of Rome, that church when in full control of the gov- 
ernment will—as she does now—count them as her 
enemies, and disfranchise them. At least she will 
see to it that none of them will hold an cffice of any 
description, in any part of the country where she 
bas the control. 

In another way are these Reformers preparing the 
way for Rome rule. Prof. C. A. Blanchard, one of 
the prominent National Reformers, publicly assumes 
that as ** Constitutional laws punish for false money, 
weights, and measures, and of course Congress 
establishes a standard for money, weight, and meas- 
ure, so Congress must establish a stendard of 
religion, or admit anything called religion.” But 
what shall that “standard” be? The Reformed 
Presbyterians hav a “standard.” So does every 
other denomination represented by the National Re- 
form party. OCongress must adopt one of them, or 
“admit anything called religion.” It cannot adopt 
them all, for they do not all agree. If it adopts one 
of them, that of the Reformed Presbyterians, for 
instance, will the Baptists, or Methodists, or Episco- 
palians submit to it? By no means. Will these 
National Reformers, or the churches represented by 
them, agree and units upon a “ standard of religion ?" 
Well, they hav not been enabled to do so during the 
past two or three hundred yenrs. 

But whatever “standard” they should adopt, the 
church of Rome cannot and will not agree to it, nor 
submit to ib; and will therefore bend all of its 
energies to secure a sufficient majority in Congress 
in order to establish the Roman Catholic * standard " 
88 the national religion. 

But suppose the Reformed Presbyterian “ sten- 
dard" should be adopted, what would that “ stan- 
dard” be? Now let it ba understood that the Re- 
formed Presbyterians claim to ba the only represent- 
ativ and true conservator of Covenanter principles, 
and to be the lineal and direct descendant of the 
Covenanters of Scotland and England. 

To learn what Reformed Presbyterianism is one 
need but understand the Covenanters’ principles. 

Under what was called a “Solemn League and 
Covenant,” they succeeded in causing an ordinance 
to be adopted by the English Parliament, which 
declared that “Any man denying the doctrin of the 
trinity, or the divinity of Christ, or that the books of 
scripture are the word of God, or the resurrection of 
the body, or a future day of judgment, and refusing 
on trial to abjure his heresy, ‘shall suffer the pain 
of death.’ Any man declaring [among a long list of 
other errors] ‘that man by nature hath free will to 
turn to God,’ that there is a purgatory, that images 
are lawful, that infant baptism is unlawful, anyone 
denying the obligation of observing the Lord’s day 
or asserting ‘that the church government by presby- 
tery is Antichristian or unlawful,’ shall, on refusal to 
renounce his errors, ‘be commanded to prison’” 
(see Green's Larger History of England, book vii, 
chap. 10, par. 11). 

From the foregoing the Unitarians, who deny the 
trinity; the Methodists, Free Will Baptists, and 


others who believe in “freedom of the will;” the Bap- 
tists and others who deny that infant baptism is law- 
ful; the Seventh Day Baptists and Seventh Day 
Adventists, who deny that Sunday is the true Sab- 
bath; the Episcopalians and others who oppose the 
Pregbyterian idea of church government; the Catho- 
lies who believe in purgatory, etc., are all to “be 
commanded to prison," and some must “suffer the 
pain of death." This then is what may be expected 
when Covenantism or otherwise “Reformed Presby- 
terianism" is made the “standard religion” of the 
land. And yet Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, 
and others are doing their best to secure the estab- 
lishment of Covenanterism alias Reformed Presby- 
terianism, alias National Reformism, by Congres- 
sional enactment. 

Well, as they are sowing the wind, they must 
reap the whirlwind. So, if Reformed Presbyterian- 
ism demands the imprisonment and death of dissent- 
ing Christians, what mercy can Atheists, Deists, Infi- 
dels, and Jews expect? Therefore, in view of the 
fact that Reformed Presbyterianism is but another 
name for Covenanterism, and that means persecution 
unto death of all dissenters, it is well that those who 
dissent shall understand what their fate may be 
when Reformed Presbyterianism rules the land. Of 
course they will not submit without a struggle even 
unto death. They might as well begin to prepare 
for the issue. Reformed Presbyterianism, bigotry, 
intolerance, and persecution mean one and the same 
thing. Will Americans be warned in time? 

May 8, 1890. A MregromARY AT Sza, 
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. Freethought, as representéd by the National 
Secular Society, is evidently gaining in strength and 
numbers. The report of the conference held in Man- 
chester on Whitsunday forms pleasant and interest- 
ing reading. There has been a considerable increase 
of members, eleven new branches hav been opened, 
&nd the income of the society has been augmented. 
The activ management of Mr. Foote has borne good 
fruit so far, and there is no reason why the society 
should not go on and prosper, and make itself a 
power in the land. The president's proposition that 
the yearly subscription of members be reduced to 
one shilling caused some discussion, but was carried 
by a considerable majority. The amount is certainly 
a small one, but it will enable many to become mem- 
bers who could not well spare a larger amount, while 
it is open to those who can giv more money to do so. 
It is to be hoped the scheme will be found to work 
well, and entail no loss to the society. It will cer- 
tainly cause as little annoyance to the Ohristian Evi- 
dence Society, as their agents will find it more and 
more difficult to hold their ground. I heard one of 
them the other Sunday evening in a public park, 
maintaining that the Bible was strongly opposed to 
slavery; but one of the audience, a workingman, 
sprang to the rostrum, and quoting chapter and verse, 
exposed the Christian Evidence man, much to his 
annoyance, and he could only reply in the usual man- 
ner, by abusing the Freethought party; after which 
he took up his platform and departed amid much 
laughter. As it is the custom of these Christians to 
pass the hat round, and on this occasion there was 
nothing to be gleaned, the chagrin was exceedingly 
great; and the pathetic appeal of another member of 
the party, thai he had come a long way and at his 
own expense, solely for the purpose of saving souls, 
met with no favorable response. If matters go on 
like this the Ohristian Evidence sgent will soon be- 
come as scarce as the Punch and Judy man. 

The Manchester Woman's Christian Temperance 
Association hav been advertising in several papers 
their intention of observing Monday, June 9th, as a 
day of special humiliation and prayer on account of 
the drink traffic. It will be a stiff day for the Lord 
if the program is carried out; nine hours of prayer, 
eto., surely ought to hav some effect. If the bill to 
compensate publicans is thrown out I suppose this 
association will take the credit, but to be consistent 
they must admit, if the bill is passed, that their God 
favors the public house interest, and consequently 
they should at once dissolve the society and all take 
to imbibing strong drink. But I suppose they will 
only say, in this latter event, that they did not worry 
the Lord enough, and make up their minds to giv 
him another dose. E 

Sir Andrew Clark, president of the Royal College 
of Physicians, has had his little say at the annual 
meeting of the Christian Evidence Society, when he 
“ boldly” avowed himself a Christian, saying he had 
come through seas of doubt to the quiet haven of 
belief. Unfortunately he gave reasons for the con- 
clusions he reached and so spoiled himself, because 
there was nothing new or originalin them. He must 
hav had an overdose of Paley aud other exploded 
theological arguments and had not stopped to con- 
sider them before attending the meeting. I should 
imagin he primed himself just beforehand, and then 
rushed down to deliver his version before he forgot 
all about it. 3 

Dr. Lunn, formerly medical missionary in India, 
will get himself into trouble if he goes on telling the 
truth about missionaries in the East. He has stated 


| what every Anglo-Indian knows, that these men liv 
like the members of an aristocratic caste, and do not 
mix in with the people on equal terms, consequently 
he has brought a nice nest of hornets around his 
ears. He has had to explain that this is greatly the 
fault of the Hindoos, who appreciate only English- 
men who treat them with obloquy and contempt. 
No doubt this amendment will somewhat assuage 
the wrath of the missionary societies, and satisfy 
those who subscribe so liberally as a set off against 
their raecality in the way of business. J. D. 


-e 
To the Liberals of Texas. 


After considerable diseussion through the columns 
of the Independent Pulpit and an extensiv corre- 
spondence with Liberals in this state it has been 
determined to hold. a general meeting in Waco, 
Tex., July 15, 16, and 17, 1890, to which all who hav 
at heart, and hold dear, that absolute freedom of 
thought and expression, in the search for truth, which 
is the natural right of every rational being, are cor- 
dially invited. . 

The object for holding such a meeting is to inau- 
gurate a system of positiv, tolerant thought, ethical 
culture, and practical benevolence, in which all Liberal- 
minded people can unite and work in harmony for 
the moral elevation, intellectual improvément, phys- 
ical amelioration, social well-being, and consequent 
happiness of the human race. Therefore, the follow- 
ing subjects will no doubt be discussed in such order 
a8 may be agreed upon by those in attendance : 

1. Is an organization practicable ? 

2. On what basis shall it be established ? 

3. What particular aims are to be attained by it? 

4, What methods of work will be most effectiv in 
the attainment of its aims ? f 

With an object so laudable for an incentiv, and 
with subjects so important for discussion, it is ex- 
pected that the occasion will be one of unusual interest 
to all morally disposed, Freethinking people, and a 
large attendance is solicited. J. D. Saw. 


Eminent Women. 
MARY ROBINSON OWEN. 

Everybody has heard of Robert Dale Owen. He 
has been a sort of human god to a vast army of wor- 
shipers, and especially to those kindly people who 
love and adore an honest, earnest, radical worker for 
human good. a 

But probably very few of those who thus remem- 
ber the husband, know aught of the wife, a woman 
equally good, true, and noble, equally worthy of 
honor, love, and reverence, Mary Robinson Owen. 

Mary went to hear Mr. Owen lecture in New York. 
Mr. Owen was. speaking upon equality of sex, and 
few in his audience had any sympathy with his opin- 
ions. As his gaze wandered from face to face, seek- 
ing some recognition for his theme, he was attracted 
by the magnetism of Mary’s attentiv gaze, and after- 
ward spoke, as it were, to her alone. 

When she got home she said to her sister, “I hav 
seen the man I shall marry ; he is the homeliest man 
I hav ever known ; butif I am married at all he is to 
be my husband.” A few months after (April, 1830), 
they were married. The marriage consisted simply 
of signing a document, written by Owen himself, with 
a justice of the peace, and the immediate family, as 
witnesses. After a wedding tour in Europe, they 
returned and settled in New Harmony, Ind., where 
the father, Robert Owen, had been making experi- 
ments in community life. 

The roughness of pioneering in the then wilds of 
Indiana was something new to that delicately reared 
couple; but strong principle animated them, and 
earnest determination carried them through. 

Mary's life was a busy one, and though not so 
notedly publie as that of her husband, who shall say 
ite real influence for good has been less important and 
widespread ? 

She was a woman wise beyond her time. “Lovers 
and business men, struggling youths and perplexed 
mothers, children and veterans, poured their griefs 
and fears, their hopes and disappointments, into the 
listening ear of sympathy, knowing that the clear 
judgment of this little woman could unravel much 
that seemed to be in hopeless entanglement.” 

She reared four children of her own, and took 
seven other young people under her protection. 
“Pasture and stable, hennery and dairy, yard and 
garden, kitchen and parlor, were all under her imme- 
diate guidance and control.” When the children 
were reared, she turned her attention more to public 
work and woman’s work. She was well calculated to 
giv instruction upon rearing children, and all kinds 
of home work. ‘ Her manner was the earnest man- 
ner of a woman who has looked into the heart of life.” 
She taught that self-government was the primary 
principle and broad foundation of true living. She 
had no belief in scolding and fault-finding ; but led, 
guided, and requested. Her home was cheerful and 
happy and well-ordered. The influence of this good 
mother and good woman is vast and far-reaching, 
and will never end. Much of Robert’s best work 
grew out of the companionship of this life-long friend, 
counselor, and helper, Mary Robinson Owen. 

Ermina Drake SLENKER. 


404 


Ghe American Secular inion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


BoABD oF DIREOTOBRS. 
R. B. WESTBROOK., President, . 805 2d ave., Asbury Park, N, J. 
E. B. Foorz. JR.. Vice-President. 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 
T. B. WAKEMAN, Vice-President. 93 Nassau street, New York city. 
J. E. RENSBURG, Vice-President, . » +»  COask Mills, Kan. 
JULIET H. SEYERANOE, Vice-President, . . Milwaukee, Wis. 
Ipa O Grappoox, Secretary, 930 North 17th st., Philadelphia; Pa. 
¥. O. MENDE, Treasurer, 1814 Greene street, Philedelphia, Pa. 


OoBRESPONDING SEoRETARY, Ida O. Craddock, Broad and Columbia 


ave. Philadelphia, Pa. 
UBER, F. O. Mende, . 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Notice. 
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R. B. WESTBROOK, 
President Ameriesn Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., June 2, 1890. 
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The American Secular Union Budget. 


. 1. “A bill has passed the House cf Representativs 
authorizing the director of the mint, with the ap- 
proval of the secretary of the treasury, to change the 
-patterns and styles of United States coins.” So says 
our esteemed antagonist, the Christian Statesman. 
The Statesman evidently thinks this bit of news 
worth publishing as the second item on its editorial 
page. As the organ of the God in-the-Constitution 
party thus pointedly calls the attention of its people 
to this matter, we may infer one of two things ; either 
it fears that the one concession already made to its 
party (of the “In God We Trust” motto on the 
Bland dollar) may be withdrawn, or else it hoper for 
further concessions. At all events, it behooves Lib- 
erals to be up and stirring in this matter. 

How many of you who read this item and who 
recognize the importance of a protest against this 
union of church and state in the mottoes on our 
coins, are willing to put your objections into some 
practical form that will hav its effect upon the said 
director of the mint and secretary of the treasury ? 

There are auxiliaries of the American Secular 
Union organized all over the country. Let the mem- 
bers of these, and indeed of all Liberal clubs, 
whether auxiliary to us or not, make known their 
wishes in this matter to their legislators at Washing- 
ton. Let them, both through their societies and as 
individuals, insist that their representativs there shall 
see toit that no more “In God We Trust” or any 
other religious mottoes shall be stamped on the coins 
of a free people. 

2. The Portsmouth, O., avxiliary to the American 
Secular Union (president, J. L Treuthart; secretary, 
Will S. Andres) is booming our cause. Judges, 
lawyers, editors, and other leaders of thougbt in the 
town are doing what they can to make the local so- 
ciety a success, and the rank and file of the member- 
ship seems to be composed of the most activ and in- 
fluential of the citizens. They are going to work in 
a business-like way, too, 7.c., attempting ocoperation 
with our other auxiliaries and with Liberal societies 
in general in obtaining lecturers. The first lecturer 
chosen is Mrs. M. A. Freeman, and she is to be fol- 
lowed by others. These lecturers are, by a recent 
set of resolutions of the society, to be recommended 
to the different Freethought societies and citizens 
throughout Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, West 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania. These societies and 
citizens sre to be requested to cooperate by writing 
st once to Mrs. Freeman for terms, dates, etc., and 
arranging for her reception. Later on, it is hoped 

_ that a system of cooperation can be perfected by 
which each of our leading lecturers can make the 
rounds of the Liberal societies in these states in turn, 
at the least possible expense to both lecturer and 
society. This scheme is worthy of consideration, 
not only by our Liberal friends in the states above- 
named. but all over the country. With organization 
and cooperation, the traveling expenses of each lect- 
urer would bs legs, the outlay for each individual 
society would be less, and the lecturer would hav 
mere dollars in his pocket at the end of the year. 

3. Some of our orthodox friends are falling into 
line with us. It will be remembered that we hav 
leid great stress of late on the necessity of flooding 
Maryland with pamphlets on “Church Taxation.” 
The Jesuits and ulira-orthodox Protestants in that 
state are working hard to hav church property exempt 
from taxation by a constitutional amendment, which 
will lift the matter beyond the reach of ordinary 
legislation. The Maryland newspapers, almost with- 
out exception, hav been strangely silent on the sub- 

' ject, and ore cannot help thinking that they hav been 
muzzled. Lately, however, the Baltimore Methodist, 
by giving prominence to certain articles by one Ed. 
L. Stroughtcn and othere, bes bravely ccme to tke 
front in behalf of the equitable taxation of church 


property in common with other property. We wrote! 


the editor, thanking him for his bold and fearless 
stand in giving such articles prominence, and send- 
ing bim one of our “Church Taxation” pamphlets 
for further points; and we hav received from him a 
most encouraging and sympathetic reply. 

Now, dear friends, there is just one lesson which 
is to be gleaned from these three disconnected items 
of news, and it is this—the value of cooperation 
among Liberals. If, instead of being broken up 
into dozens of unaffiliated societies, we were welded 
into one solid organization, we could strike telling 
blows for Freethought at every point. We should 
be able to strike “In God We Trust” forever from 
our debased eighty-five cent dollar. We should pos- 
sess a full corps of traveling speakers, at more profit 
to the latter, and at less expense to ourselvs, than at 
present. And we should effectually hinder the plans 
of the church exemption people in Maryland. 

These three things, with many, many more im- 
portant ones, could be accomplished if for one little 
year the majority of Liberals would consent to serve 
in one united army under organized and capable 
leadership of their own choice, and to uphold those 
leaders with something of the loyalty that obtains 
among our opponents. It is something of which 
Liberalism ought to be ashamed—that so vastly in- 
ferior a force in numbers as is the ecclesiastical party 
in America to-day, should so frequently outwit the 
friands of progress and religious freedom. 

What is the remedy, do you ask?  Ireply: Organ- 
ization and ccoperation. 

The American Secular Union is doing what it can 
for freedom cf thought. Wherever it can, it strikes 
8 blow for that religious liberty which can be secured 
only by total separation of church and state. But 
what can so small a standing army accomplish for 
the widespread interests of the cause for which it is 
fighting? 

We rejoice in the work which some of our members 
hav accomplished during the past year, and we are 
grateful for the support which we hav hitherto 
received, both in small and in large ways. But we 
need many more soldiers than we hav. Yes, Lib- 
erals, you Ought every one of you to belong to this 
army. You ought to be organized into companies 
and regiments in your local towns. You ought to 
hav your American Secular Union badges and your 
rallying-ory, your camp-fires and your grand military 
reviews, just as the ecclesiastica] party hav. And, 
like them, you should support the leaders whom you 
yourselvs hav placed at the head of the controling 
central organization. 

It should not be necessary for us io appeal for 
money, a8 we hav had to do for the past two months, 
and as, from the present appearance of the treasury, 
we shall probably hav to do again this month. It 
ought to be a matter of pride with each Liberal to 
belong to the army of the American Secular Union, 
and to help carry on the battle to the best of his 
ability, both with money and with personal influence. 

I repeat that the battle of Liberalism, in the matter 
of total separation of church and state, is an easy 
one to gain, provided that our people will become 
organized. The majority of the male population of 
the United States are to-day not only non-church- 
goers, but thorough Liberals at heart. A large, 
though constantly lessening, yroportion cf the 
women, it is true, continue to be chureh-goers ; but 
this will not prevent the msjority of these from join- 
ing hands also with the American Secular Union, 
when our society sha!] prove itself to be a permanent 
and well-equipped organization, with a definit and 
loyal following. The more conservativ women sre 
the more likely they are to be swept away with the 
current of enthusiasm which such a society, and only 
guch a society, can create. 

Liberals, we want you, one and all, to enroll your- 
selvs in the army of the American Secular Union. 
How many will enlist as regular members at once? 
How many who, for any reason, cannot become mem- 
bers just now, will send in their mite to help along 
the work? Remember that every little contribution 
helps to swell the general fund. 

We need money and we need workers—many, 
many more of the latter than we now hav. For not 
until Liberals shall be organized into a permanent, 
well-equipped body, under capable leadership, and 
loyal to that leadership, will they be able to deal the 
deathblow to ecclesiastical power in the state. 

Ipa O. Onappoox, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, June 20, 1890. 
— 9 $—99———— — —— 

An Open Letter to Mrs. Marietta M, Bones. 

Dzar Mapam: Your letter addressed to me in Tux 
Taors Szxxer of June Tth, dated May 13th, deserves 
a brief reply. (1) You cannot plead youthful inex- 
perience on the part of Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, 
in the management of the Washington convention, 
as she has been activly associated with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony in conducting 
conventions for about forty years. The rest of you 
really bad nothing to do except to look on, so your 
ples of the “baby act" is unavailing. 

(2) As to the resolutions themselvs, all but four of 
them are substantially the same as those adopted by 
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the Nationa! Liberal League in Philadelphia in 1876, 
and since frequently reiterated by the American 
Secular Union. It is certainly amusing to call on 
Colonel Ingersoll to know what he thinks of their 
resolutions when he has been president of the Secu- 
lar Union and is now a vice-president. In one of the 
Fayetteville resolutions women’s suffrage is affirmed, 
but no more strongly than has been done a thousand 
times by several other societies. That the church 
by its general teaching has not encouraged the true 
development of woman is truthfully asserted in one 
of the resolutions, but it is not true “that every 
church is the enemy of liberty and progress,” and 
“that the Christian church of whatever name is 
based on the theory that woman was created secon- 
dary and inferior to man,” etc. The Universalists, 
Unitarians Hicksite Quakers, and many other lib- 
eral churches utterly disprove this statement. 

(8) It makes me smile at the hope that you so 
benevolently express, “that you [American Secular 
Union] will eventually bring your little band in our 
union,” ete. Our society has been in existence four- 
teen years and numbers hundreds of local societies 
and thousands of private members from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific. Besides, it has several objects in view 
which your society has not, and ours is not a 
woman’s suffrage society at all—though many of us 
favor equal suffrage. No, Sister Bones, we most re- 
spectfully declino the honor of being swallowed. 
Our Secular Union ox might burst your Woman’s 
Union frog. We do not want to kill you, but we 
want to help you; and one way of doing so is to 
criticize you and denounce gag-law and. the one- 
woman power. 

(4) I am heartily in favor of a Woman’s Suffrage 
Society of a more liberal type than anything we now 
hav. One that will not succumb to the orthodox 
church and the Bible, or to any of the claims put 
forth by the “standing order," but we hav not got it 
yet. I hav letters by the dozen approving of my 
criticism of the Gage usurpation from those who 
were present at the convention, and until the name 
of the society, the officers, and the platform are sub- 
mitted to a public body called together for the pur- 
pose, “the Woman's Liberal Union” is a delusion and 
a gnare. You might as well understand this and be- 
gin the work de novo. Tallyrand said, “ A mistake 
is often worse than a crime.” The mistake of the 
Washington convention was in not trusting the peo- 
ple. You must do something to atone for this at 
your next meeting. You must tell the truth in your 
resolutions. Free discussion would hav prevented 
this humiliation. Iwill help you every way possible. 
I do not want to tear down, but to build up. I do 
not want you to be auxiliary to us. I never had 
such a thought. We will not, organically, be suxil- 
iary to you. Let us help each other without the 
petty jealousy for which women are so proverbial. 
Let us hav peace. R. B. WESTBROOK, 

Pres. American Secular Union. 

Asbury Park, June 18, 1890 


———— ——9-4-4————————— 
Resolutions of the Portsmouth, 0., Union. 


Wuerzss, The American Secular Union and its 
auxiliaries believe that “the world is full of 
beauty, that there are ‘ fair humanities,’ and that this 
glorious side of life should be emphasized so that 
every bearthstone may be brighter and better ;” and 

Wuerras, This, our home, the great Northwest, is 
a spread of territory in itself of nature's most magnifi- 
cent forms and man's largest enterprise ; with a life 
so vast that not fora moment should be forgotten 
the defense of its liberty and the heralding of its 
hope ;” and 

Wuerras, “The growth of Secularism up to the 
present time makes necessary new instrumentalities 
for its further advance, and as our aim is cooperation 
with all Freethought societies, which are now doing 
such valiant service,” be it therefore 

Resolved, That this body, in connection with other like 
organizations, people, and papers, especially endeavor to 
illustrate the progress of the great Northwest. 

Resolved, That a lecture campaign be inaugurated for this 
purpose, by which greater liberty shall be attained, and that 
already possessed, retained. 

Resolved, That Mrs. M. A. Freeman, of Chicago, IN., be 
recommended to the different Freethought societies and citi- 
zens throughout Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, West 
Virginia. and Pennsylvania, as the first lecturer, and that 
such societies and citizens be requested to "join in,” write 
her at once as to terms, dates, etc., and to arrange for her 
reception. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented to 
each of the orders and citizens above mentioned, also a copy 
to the directors of the American Secular Union, and Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman, respectivly; and further to all foreign journals 
of Freethought and local papers for publication. 


Wuerras, The American Secular Union is “ repre- 
sentativ of the times in which we liv, dealing with 
realities, recognizing the importance of this world 
and all its interests and welfare, giving living pictures 
of to-day, expressing the hopes and. aspirations as 
well as the struggles of the common people, and 
striking with unflinching hand at the wrong that ex- 
ists, and making no compromises,” and 

Waerzas, It is nearing the time when the annual 
congress of the American Secular Union convener, 
and as such a gathering is a notable affeir made up 
of the most prominent orators and leaders in forward- 
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ing the thoughts above presented, representing all 
parts of the United States, from ocean to ocean, and 
gulf to lake, and as invited guests the “ bright lights” 
of Freethought in the Dominion of Oanada, for the 
north, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we as an auxiliary and part of the American 
Secular Union, plead for the session of the next annual con- 
gress in this, our nativ city. 

Resolved, That we, as a body, extend an invitation to the 
public, and especially the press, to assist to this end. 

Resolved, That the matter be taken in charge by the presi- 
dent and committees of the Portsmouth Union, and that no 
delay occur in urging the matter and gaining the point. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the president of the American Secular Union, and that they 
be presented to papers at home and abroad for publication. 


J. L. Trzurwart, President. 
Wirt B. ANDRES, Secretary. 
————— O a »————— ——-—— 


The School Board Comes Down. 


The school board at Lynden, Whatcom county, 
Wash., finding the law unmistakably against them, 
reconsidered their recent defiance, and hav instructed 
the teachers to discontinue all religious exercises. or 
instructions in the public schools. 

Having justice, reason, and all the law, on our side, 
the directors of the Washington Secular Union hav 
pursued the most patient and conservativ course, 
studiously avoiding anything like dictation, offensiv 
or hasty action. 

Vice-President Tobiassen, our executiv officer for 
Lynden, first obtained evidence that the public school 
was opened with reading the Bible, repeating the 
Lord's prayer, and singing gospel hymns. He then 
waited on the members of the school board, called 
their attention to the requirements of the constitu- 
tion, and kindly requested them to instruct the 
teachers to obey the iaw. They asked time to con- 
sider the matter, which was granted them. After 
nearly three weeks they informed him of their deter. 
mination to continue religious exercises and instruc. 
tions in the schools, and defied the Liberals to stop it. 

Under advice of our president, R. Winsor, one of 
the most shrewd and able lawyers of the state, we 
sent letters to the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion and to the state board of education, calling their 
attention to the facts, and asking them to take action 
in the matter. 

Determined if possible to avoid litigation and the 
fierce religious dissension and bitter hate it would 
evgender, I went to Lynden, and at the Opera House 
there delivered two lectures, calling attention to the 
law, and proving that it was equally to the interest 
of the most devout Ohristian as to that of the Liberal, 
that the wise and just provision of the constitution 
(Art. i, Sec. 2) should be enforced. 

The following extract from a letter of Vice-Presi- 
dent Tobiassen, of Lynden, dated June 8, 1890, will 
be read with interest: “ Last Tuesday E. O Neil and 
Wm. Lauckhart, two of our most influential citizens 
(both members of the Washington Secular Union and 
of the Lynden Secular Union), visited the public 
school. As soon as school was called to order the 
principal announced to the school that he had re- 
ceived orders from the school board to henceforth 
discontinue all religious exercise or instruction in the 
school. One of the pupils asked if they might sing 
a gospel hymn. The principal answered, * No "" 

An item in the last Lynden Press states that “our 
publie schools are now opened without prayer, seript- 
ure reading, or singing, greatly to the disgust of 
many of the pupils." 

Beyond doubt the Lynden sehool board did not 
revoke their first decision, especially in view of the 
excitement on the part of the religionists, until after 
consultation and advice from the superintendent of 
publie instruction. 

If so, thus ends all religious worship, exercise, or 
instruction in any publie school in the state of 
Washington. 

Glory, glory, glory, to practical organization ! 

All funds contributed for the purpose of the ** Da- 
fense Fund,” to make appeal to the courts, will be at 
once returned to the generous donors. 

Our next struggle will be to enforce obedience to 
the law in regard to taxation of all church property, 
at its full valuation. 

Once again I call on every genuin Liberal of this 
state, in any precinct where it has not already been 
done, to send in their names as members of the 
Washington Secular Union, and induce all Liberals 
in their neighborhood to do likewise, and, as soon as 
this is done, elect from their own number a vice- 
president cf the state society, who shall be the ex- 
ecutiv officer of the Washington Secular Union for 
that precinct.. So that by right of office, and in per- 
formance of duty as the authorized officer of the 
united Liberals of the state, the assessment rolls 
may be examined, and when church property is not 
assessed at full valuation as the law requires (Art. i, 
Sec. 2, of the constitution, and H. B. 179, by Lughes, 
of King county) demand compliance, and in any case 
of refusal report to me as secretary of the Washing- 
ton Secular Union that I may lay the matter. before 
the board of directors for prompt, energetic action. 

OQ. B. REYNOLDS, 


Washington Secular Union. 
ash. 


Becreta 
2,104 Sixth street, Seattle, 
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Judge Carpenter's Charge to Mr. Heywood's 


Jury. 

We hav here a case not materially different from other 
cases that hav been presented to you for your decision. It 
is a question whether the defendant has violated the laws. 
Long ago in the beginning of the government the postal 
service was established for the convenience of the people and 
for the carrying of such things as the legislativ department 
shall think proper. It is of course not true that any person 
has a right to send through the mails any package. 1f Con- 
gress had geen fit to exclude all printed matter from the 
mails no harm would hav been done. From the things that 
may be sent through the mails a great variety of objects are 
excluded. Poisonsand live animals may not besent through 
the mails. Indecent publications may not be. It is for 
offering for transmission such & package as this that the 
prisoner is now arraigned. He is arraigned for attempting 
to use the United States mails in the commission of what I 
suppose may fairly be designated the foulest, meanest, low- 
est offense of which a human being can be guilty. I sup- 
pose there is no offense which can be committed against the 
persons of our fellow-beings which resches in hight of evil 
or depth of depravity such offenses as are directed against 
the mind as well as the conscience of our fellow-citizens. 
Therefore I say the offense, so far as my imagination of guilt 
goes, is monstrous. You must decide whether he is guilty 
or not. If he has done it the punishment will not interfere 
with the right of free printing nor with any other right of 
citizenship. We all hav happily the right freely to express 
our opinions on all subjects and spread them freely when- 
ever they can be properly published. "This is subject to the 
restriction that the things we say and things we write shall 
be proper, fit, and decent things. There is no freedom im 
this country for a man to do anything except to do right. 
The name of freedom is prostituted when it is employed to 
signify a privilege to do an evil thing. Now, another obser- 
vation. It is said that the statute that we hav under con- 
sideration has set a trap into which he has fallen, that the 
prisoner innocently and conscientiously believed he was 
doing nothing that would seem to him to be wrong. 
He has fallen into the trap and finds himself caught. 
There are such laws as that. Sometimes by differences in 
construing a statute it happens that the law is a false light, 
a trap. In such case it would be becoming to you to see to 
it that no man suffers. We are here to administer the law 
and we are here as citizens and not as automatons. If we 
consider that the law is a trap I should see to it that you 
were iu no danger of falling into mistake. Ifit were so. It 
is not so. The statute is plain, clear, and distinct. He was 
caught, he says. It is quite true. He was not trapped into 
the commission of the act and he was detected in the com- 
mission, and it is for that that he complains. He says that 
he had to put these papers in the hands of the postmaster, 
and then the postmaster held the papers and there he is in 
the trap. He needn't hav deposited. Is it to be desired by 
a citizen to avoid this statute? If it can possibly be consid- 
ered that any decent citizen will hav any question whether 
he shall avoid it or not. If he wants to avoid it it is very 
easy to do it. Respectable journals are deposited without 
fear of it. Ifa man desires not to do his duty in good faith, 
with a foul object, if he desires to sail as closely as he can 
to the commission of a crime, if he desires to get as many 
indecent words as he can into his paper, or words that are 
just close to indecency and yet escape, if he is anxious to 
court the dignity of martyrdom and escape its penalty, then it 
is easy to see that he has a somewhat difficult problem be- 
fore him. The way of the transgressor is hard, and the path 
of the man who desires to go as closely as he can to trans- 
gression will not be found free from difficulties. 

Now, let us go to the tecbnical questions, and they are but 
two in number. I say to you in the first place in considering 
this indictment, the first count is not to be considered by you. 
The testimony properly applies only to the second and third 
counts contained in the second and third leaves of the indict- 
ment. 'The charge also relates to two copies of the news- 
paper. You will bear in mind the business of the govern- 
ment in attempting to find him guilty here is to satisfy you 
that the charge is correct. The government takes the 
burden of proof. Now as to the fact and considering what 
he deposited in the post-office for mailing. It has been 
claimed here that the depositing in the post-office is admitted. 
That is not so. When, however, you come to the statements 
made by the postmaster and the prisoner as to what he did, 
a8 an official in this case I think I am right in saying that they 
do not differ. It wasstated by both of them that the prisoner 
brought a basket of papers to the post-office and put them on 
the counter, offering them thus to the postmaster for the pur- 
pose of sending them through the mails. That constitutes the 
act of depositing them in the mails for transmission, and an- 
swers that question in the affirmativ. The only other ques- 
tion which may be made upon that testimony, Were these 
two packages among those contained in the basket? The 
postmaster deposes that they were and that he so marked 
them. There is the fact that the prisoner stated to Torrey 
that he had sent copies to him and they had been detained 
by the authorities. We hav the statement of the prisoner 
that he does not think these could hav been conveyed in the 
basket. Regarding that testimony you will make up your 
minds whether they were delivered to the postmaster. If 
you find that they were not you may stop your investigations, 
go no further, and find ‘‘not guilty.” If you find they were. 

It has been argued that in order that these papers shall be 
held to be obscene you must find that each and every part is 
lewd. This is not the law. In order that you shall find that 
they are lewd and lascivious, it is necessary to find such 
matter in them. If you do find it, that constitutes the paper 
a lewd and obscene one. The fact that there may be very 
much unobjectionable matter does not excuse it. If you find 
any part of it so lewd, lascivious, aud obscene, you should 
then resolve the question in favor of the government. Now, 
as to what parts of these papers are lewd or obscene, the 
government has selected portions, shown in the indictment. 
You will look at those articles as you find them printed, and 
at no Other. It may. be that this paper will seem to you im- 
portant in making up your mind whether they are lewd, 
lascivious, and obscene. These articles hav not been read 
to you up to this present moment. 

It should be seen the question is whether these are or are 
not obscene, a question peculiarly fit for you to determin out 
of your own observation and out of your own conscience, 
untrammeled by arguments or any notion you may hav as 
to how others may regard it. It is a pure question of fact. 

Is this article, or either of them—are they to either of you 
—lewd, lascivious, or obscene? Now it is suggested that 
anyone will hav difficulty in knowing what is meant by those 
words. These words are common words. Every person 
living among us has frequently heard them and knows what 
they mean. They are to be determined and construed by 
you, giving them their ordinary sense. You know what is 


meant by the words lewd, obscene, and lascivious, and I 
shall make only one or two observations on the meaning of 
them. Lewdness or obscenity I suppose may consist in a 
written paper in either one of two points; or specifically, it 
may exist in the words or in the thoughts that are conveyed. 
It may be possible that observations of a perfectly proper 
nature may be made in evil and indecent words, so that the 
obscenity and indocenoy of them consists in the words and 
not in the thought which may be expressed. Then there 
may be an obscenity far more subtle and reprehensible than 
through words that are in themselvs indecent and obscene. 
It has been suggested here that as for the obscenity of the 
words themselvs they are proper to use, that it is proper to 
use words under some circumstances which under other cir- 
cumstances would be obscene. "Thissuggestion is quite true. 
It is true that some words used in private used between per- 
sons holding certain relations to each other may be such as 
would not be obscene but when used in public they become 
indecent. It is sometimes proper in technical or scientific 
"works to use words and make declarations and representa- 
tions of things which while grossly improper in ordinary life 
become proper because they are necessary, but these papers 
do not come under any of those heads. This paper is a 
newspaper, a publicly printed paper intended, as it is said, 
for the purpose of reform. If so, of course it must be dis. 
tributed among those who suffer from the evils iu question. 
It is therefore not a technical or scientific paper nor is ita 
confidentia] communication. You must therefore determin 
whether the language so used ina public newspaper is ob- 
scene and whether the language which the prisoner himself 
has used and which could not well be misunderstood are the 
words and thoughts which are fit and proper under the cir- 
cumstances under which they were printed. - 

Now there is only one other observation on the same sub- 
jectin behalf of the prisoner. It is suggested that he has 
used obscene words and thus obscene thoughts, if he has so 
used them, under a sense of duty. He claims that he ought 
to use these expressions in the interest of public morals and - 
for the good of society. It is not for us to dispute if he says 
that use is proper. It does not concern us in this investiga- 
tion. It is familiar history that the greatest crimes hav been 
committed by persons who believed that they were doing 
God service. Honest persons hav been tortured and put to 
death. The greatest outrages against the rights of men hav 
been perpetrated by men who thought that they were com- 
manded by the divine being soto do. They do not, however, 
excuse persons who under such pretext, whether sincerely 
or not, violate the laws of the land, or violate the law 
of decency. It is right. for us to hold that no person 
should think that purity, manliness, and virtue could 
be promoted by sending through the mail a lewd, las- 
civious, and obscene paper. We hav hefore us an exam- 
ple of a person who apparently, with the education of a 
respectable man, yet believes it. All that can be said about 
that, is that however we should- pity that state of mind— 
however we may regard his view, we may object to punish- 
ing him—nevertheless we ought to punish him for any 
wrong and indecent acts which he may be guilty of or has 
done. 

Mr. Chamberlain: Regarding showing of pictures to his 
children? 

The court: Heshowed them. That is quite correct. The 
attorney said that it was the testimony of the prisoner that 
he showed to his children certain obscene pictures. I do 
not remember that the prisoner characterized them as 
obscene. He said they were pictures which showed the 
organs peculiar to men and women in various postures. 
You will hav to determin whether such pictures are or are 
‘not obscene. 

———— e d 


Leetures and Meetings. 


Tue last lecture for this season of the Liberal Club will be 
by T. B. Wakeman, on ‘‘ Present Political Outlooks,” at 220 
East 15th street, Friday evening, June 27th. 


W. F. Jamison writes: ‘‘In the course of a few weeks I 
will again, after an absence of four years from the land of 
cool breezes and beautiful parks, travel and lecture in Min- 
nesota. I hav remained longer in Iowa than I expected to 
when I came last fall, most of the time quite busy, although 
traveling is rather costly. In a few places Freethinkers pre- 
sent a bold front to ‘our friends, the enemy.’ And in such 
localities Freethought is respected, while in many places 
where Liberals are timid and temporizing, the Christians are 
undisguised in their contempt of ‘Infidelity.’ I hav already 
received several invitations from Minnesota, a state which I 
very much like. I would be glad, however, to make a 
number of lecture engagements near together, in order to 
avoid long trips. I may be addressed at Des Moines, Ia.” 


J. E. Remssore is now conducting a summer campaign in 
the Northwest. His appointments, a portion of which hav 
already been filled, are as follows: 


Conrad Grove, Ia.. 
New Hampton, Ia..... 


Delavan, Minn. ........ ) 18, 

Utica, Minn.......... ———— — —Á— ri., 20. 
Waterville, Minn... ..Sat., Sun., 21, 22. 
Plainview, Minn................ eene nenne Mon., 23. 
8t. Paul, Minn....... ...Tues., 24. 
Anoka, Minn...... Wed., 25. 
Kasson, Minn.............eeeeeeeeeeeee nennen nte ennt Thur., 26. 
Hudson, Wi8.......ccccccccensscceceecsecensastaneeenaesanecesennes Fri., 27. 
Neilsville, Wis.... Bat., Bun., 28, 29. 
St. Cloud, Minn....ssesssssessessaransaarsesrnerrranreentaraaret Mon., 30. 
Grand Forks, N. D.. .Tues., July 1. 
Wahpeton, N. D............ essere nnns Wed., 2. 
Buffalo, N. D.............eeeeeeeeeneeneen eene Thur., 3. 
Valley City, N. D..sesessereresseersernnrtee-errerreresartnrennee Fri., 4. 


Jamestown, N. D............... eene Bat., pk 5, 6. 
Henry, 8. D ... 
Estelline, 8. D. 
Bruce, S. D.......... 
Correctionville, Ia............ 
Omaha, Neb 
Eagle, Neb........ 
Loup City, Neb 
Gibbon, Neb. ............. 
Friend, Neb............ 
Sterling, Neb.......... 
Tecumseh, Neb..... 
Elk Creek, Neb.. 
Salem, Neb..............-. 

Mr. Remsburg organized Secular societies at Atlantic, Ia , 
and Galt, Ia., with the following officers: Atlantic, J. Bardt- 
mann, president; Otto Wilken, secretary; Otto Shields, 
treasurer; Galt, J. H. Birdsall, president; Elliott Munson, 
secretary; James Winslow, treasurer. 
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The Times and Jim Buckley. 
THE METHODIST BOOK CONCERN OHARGED WITH PUBLISHING 
AN OBSCENE BOOK. 
,From the New York Times of June 13th. 

No subject is at present quite so distasteful to the 
editor of the Christian Advocate as the conduct of 
his religious paper and of the Methodist Book Con- 
cern, with which his paper has intimate business re- 
lations, in advertising and selling the Afriean book 
of which we hav a pretty fair history in our issue of 
June 6th. He would fain drop the subject altogether, 
and he wishes from the bottom of his heart that the 
Times would drop it. If our righteous contempo- 
rary would giv his soul the great benefit of confession, 
if he would show a contrite heart and a penitent spirit, 
we would gladly oblige him. But to our exposure 
of the dishonest character and the obscene contenis 
of the book in question he makes this reply : 


The New York Zimes withdraws its charge that the book 
whose improper advertisment naturally evoked severe con- 
demnation is ** pirated.” This shows that it madeits savage 
attack-in total ignorance of the subject. But to sustain its 
reputation for never withdrawing an erroneous charge with- 
out, if possible, covering its retreat with another attack, it 
changes the charge to ‘‘ plain theft," and says that it is 
** flched right and left from foreign and American copyright 
books on Africa.” This is not so. Like all compilations, 
the author got his fac s somewhere, though quoting from 
many sources, condensing, and paraphrasing, but díd not in- 
fringe copyright. Whether a good, bad, or indifferent book, 
we do not say; that is a matter of literary criticism ; but it 
is not *'plain theft." Two-thirds of it were written before 
Stanley emerged, and what is said about his last tour is not 
filched from copyright matter, American or foreign. By 
taking parts of advertisments and suppressing the rest, the 
Times makes a plausible story as false in effect as its original 
charge. If its editorials usually are made up in the way 
these hav been, by writing first and trying to get facts after- 
ward to justify or hide original mistakes, the readers of the 
Times can learn nothing from it but the caprices, prejudices, 
and perversions of its anonymous editors. 

Inasmuch, reverend and dear sir, as you think it 
not unbecoming to meet proved charges of dishonor- 
able conduct in such a fashion, we must inquire who 
you are and what your early advantages may hav 
been. Appleton’s “Oyclopedia of American Biog- 
raphy” informs us that you were born in New Jersey, 
educated at the Pennington Seminary, “ entered the 
class of 1860 at Wesleyan University, but left during 
freshman year to study theology at Exeter, N. H.;” 
joined the New Hampshire Methodist Episcopal con- 
ference ; were stationed at Dover, and subsequently 
transferred to Detroit, and then to Brooklyn ; were 
a delegate to the Methodist ecumenical conference 
in London in 1881, and the same year were elected 
editor of the Christian Advocate. Now, where 
were you taught that the publication, the “ puffing,” 
the advertising and selliag of a book deliberately put 
forth to cheat the author and the publishers of 
another book constitute an honorable business, or a 
business in which a doctor of divinity may be per- 
mitted to engage? Was it at Pennington, at Wes- 
leyan University, or at Exeter? In the last-named 
place did you ever happen to meet Gideon R. Soule? 

. What do you suppose that stern and righteous man 
would think of you and your dodgings and your jame 
excuses and your obscene book business if he were 
alive now? Somewhere in the course of your train- 
ing you hav come under sound moral teaching, for, 
in the course of an article on “ The Dacay of Right- 
eousness Our Country’s Threatening Danger,” pub- 
lished in your paper of the 12th inst., you say: 

One great danger of our times is a partial holding of this 
theory that between right and wrong, honesty and rascality, 
truth and falsehood, there is no sharp dividing line, but only 
a shading insensibly of one into the other; that it is only 
& matter of degree, not of kind. 


It seems to us that this “theory” has found pretty 
firm lodgment in your office and in your great Book 
Concern. Compare our charges with your answer, 
and ask yourself whether you hav kept in view “the 
sharp dividing line” between honesty and rascality, 
` truth and falsehood. As to the origin of the book, 
we said this : 


A compilation of this sort, though it should be sternly 
reprobated by a religious newspaper, and never be sold by a 
Methodist Book Concern, might pass without the censure of 
the worldly, for the art of compilation is useful, and has 
done much to diffuse useful information. But not only has 
the substance of the book been conveyed without honorable 
acknowledgment from storehouses of information filled by 
the arduous toil of many African explorers, but it was 
deliberately and craftily put forth with the wicked design of 
forestalling a forthcoming book by Henry M. Stanley, upon 
the sales of which the authorized American publishers, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, will pay Mr. Stanley copyright fees. 
An aroused public curiosity about Stanley’s recent explora- 
tions was taken advantage of by Messrs. Hunt & Eaton, the 
agents of the Methodist Book Concern, to create a market 
for a book from which Mr. Stanley will not only derive no 
revenue, but the publication and sale of which was certain 
in some measure to diminish his profits from thé authorized 
American edition. 


Tf the compiler of the book had been an honorable 
workman, he would hav made some acknowledgment 
of the sources from which he compiled, but you 
know that this is not. the gravamen of the charge. 
The discreditable part of the business is the studied 
attempt made by the agents of the Book Concern, 
sided and abetted by you, to palm this trashy and 
indecent volume off upon the public as * The New 
Stanley Book,” for so you repeatedly advertised it in 
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your columns. The Zimes made also this further 


charge: 

It becomes almost an imperativ duty to say that this book, 
by reason of its illustrations and some passages of its letter- 
press, is one that no man could put upon his bookshelvs or 
show in his family without shame. It seems to hav been 
the intent of the publishers of the volume to illustrate every 
phase of African nudity that has been made available either 
by the sketches of travelers or the creations of a filthy imag- 
jnation. And yet, disgusting as is the edition sold by the 
Methodist Book Concern, there is an earlier edition contain- 
ing sixteen coarse wood cuts of naked negro women that 
hav been omitted from the religious edition. For what pur- 
pose could these obscene images hav been so plentifully 
introduced in the book except to cater to prurient tastes and 
increase the sales? Does not all the world know that most 
African races reject the fig-leaf as burdensome? Would not 
one or two examples of Ethiopian fashions hav served all 
proper historical and anthropological purposes? 

What do you say in reply to that accusation? Not 
one word. You are afraid and ashamed to let your 
readers know that your paper has been engaged in 
such a dirty business. You do make this remark 
about the book: “ Whether a good, bad, or indiffer- 
ent book, we do not say; that is a matter of literary 
criticism.” But in your “literary criticism” of the 
book—not an advertisment, but an editorial book re- 
view—on April 24th, you said that this was “ the best 
and most trustworthy of the various books upon Africa 
yet placed upon the market,” and you recommended 
it to the * masses” for its “educational value.” And 
you hay the effrontery to say that the Zimes, “hy 
taking parts of advertisments and suppressing the 
rest,” made “ a plausible story as false in effect as the 
original charge !” 

Rev. Dr. Buckley, yours is a very sad case. You 
are an appointed teacher of religious truth. You are 
a doctor of divinity and of laws. You are a guardian 
of public morale. You stand on the watchtower, and 
in your weekly writings you warn the people that 
the “decay of righteousness” is. “our country’s 
threatening danger.” And this exalted vocation of 
teaching and preaching you carry on side by side, 
without moral inconvenience or discomfort, so far as 
we can discover, with the very shady business of pro- 
moting the sales of a disreputable and disgusting 
book. Moreover, try as we may, we can’t make you 
acknowledge that the book is disreputable and dis- 
gusting, and your only answer to our amply sustained 
charges is that by suppression of paris of advertis- 
ments we hav made up a story that is plausible but 
false. By the way, what has become of that pirated 
reprint of the Oxford Bible which your Book Con- 
cern’s agents were sdvertising so conspicuously in 
your paper a few weeks ago? 


———— he al 
Ingersoll on Oratory. 
Fi om the Philadelphia Press. 

As Colonel Ingersol!’s Indianapolis address in 1876 
is regarded as the model of Decoration day oratory, 
and has gone into the school-books ss a specimen of 
chaste and exalted eloquence, it seemed to me that 
perhaps he might be willing to say something both 
about the manner he adopted in composing this 
address, as well as upon the general subject. 

I sgid to him that there prevailed a general belief 
that the Indianapolis address was impromptu, or, at 
least, extemporaneous. Colonel Ingersoll said that 
this opinion was entirely wrong, and was as incor- 
rect in regard to his addresses as it was in regard to 
any speech or specimen of oratory which was thought 
worth preserving. I quote his language from mem- 
ory, but still with sufficient accuracy: 

There is no such thing as an extemporanequs 
address. Of course, I mean by that an address 
which is dignified, worthy of the occasion, and com- 
mands attention and respect. There never was and 
there never will be an impromptu speech. Of course 
I know that some men hav delivered speeches which 
hav attracted wide attention, whieh are reported to 
hav been inspired on the moment. But in the nat- 
ure of things this is impossible. If you analyze a 
great speech, and consider what is necessary to make 
one, it is easy to see that such a thing as impromptu 
oratory is impossible. Now, a speech which is true 
oratory must, in the first place, suggest sublime, 
deep, and eternal truths. There must be thought, 
and it should be thought which is capable of pro- 
ducing correspondingly great emotion and sentiment 
in the minds of those who hear it spoken. There- 
fore, the thought cannot help being sincere; it must 
reflect the very truth, as the mind of the utterer has 
conceived it; and so no really great oration has ever 
been delivered which did not spring from the heart 
of him who spoke it. 

Sometimes the thought is developed after excessiv, 
and it might be said exquisit, labor and turmoil of 
the soul. The operation of constructing or compos- 
ing a speech which is truly great is precisely sim- 
ilar to that which enables the painter to express great 
emotions by colors and with the painter's brush upon 
canvas. The making of a great speech is like the 
formulating of a great painting. See how the oper- 
ations sre similar. The painter conceives a great 
truth, an ides capable of suggesting the profound- 
est realities of nature and of calling into being the 
sublimest emotions of the human intellect; he takes 
his palet and his brush, and with infinit patience 
mixes his colors and develops upon the canvas the 


thought which is iv his mind. He labors over it pa- 
tiently, affectionately, his whole soul wrapped up in 
the desire to express to the fullest that idea or emo- 
tion which is in his heart. Sometimes it is the labor 
of years; delicate shadings, strong, vigorous strokes, 
a defiance of technical rules if need bein order thereby 
the more strongly to bring out the idea upon the 
canvas; the touch of a brush guided with the superb 
delicacy which truth and love compel; and in this 
way the painter at last produces upon canvas that, 
idea which was born within him and which makes 
clear to men for all time the power, the beauty, the 
strength, the loveliness of that conception. 

Now, that is precisely what the man who is to de- 
liver an oration must do if he is true to himself and 
if he would make the impression of the idea as it 
exists in him clear, strong, persuasiv, and emotion- 
stirring in those to whom he is to disclose it by 
means of word-pictures. For a great oration, a true 
oration, is but the painting of ideas by words in- 
stead of by colors, and the truth that is in it will be 
suggested as impressivly and as surely, if the speaker 
has been true to himself, as does the wonderful 
painting upon which multitudes, for generation after 
generation, look with wonder and with the best emo- 
tions of their nature stirred within them. Now, 
when we consider that it is with such methods as 
this that the true oration is perfected and delivered to 
the hearers, it is easy to see that it is impossible to 
formulate it while a man is standing upon his feet 
and to create on the instant and deliver thoughts by 
word of mouth which shall stand the test which 
makes or breaks an oratorical effort. 

‘Colonel Ingersoll said these words with much of 
that fervor and earnestness which distinguish him as 
an orator. The remarks themselvs might hav been 
called a little impromptu oration, delivered on the 
suggestion of the moment, and yet they illustrated 
the force of the assertion which he made, for it was 
plain that he had thought much and deeply upon 
this subject, and had in reality already composed an 
oration in which the central thought was the idea 
expressed above. I asked him if there were not in 
his experience, both in his own career and in listen- 
ing to the great orations of others, some other quali- 
fications than those of which he had spoken. He 
replied that there certainly were. He said: 

It takes not only the power of composing an ora- 
tion but the experience which comes from long prac- 
tice and patient labor in improving before the orator 
has delivered himself of his best. This is a matter 
of experience; there is a great deal in that. An 
orator must learn, and must learn by practice, how 
to formulate his thought in words so that it shall 
reach the audience or irepress the reader with the 
best effect. There are no rules for such practice ; 
each man must determin for himself; he must learn 
by experience ; he can acquire the art of preparing and 
delivering a great oration only after many and arduous 
trials. If he possesses the gift he will sooner or 
later be taught by his own intuitiv perceptions what 
is the best to be done in each and every case. 

I said to bim that his remarks seemed to run 
counter to the opinion which has always prevailed, 
that Webster’s greatest cretion, that one which he 
delivered in reply to Hayne, was practically an im- 
promptu speech, aS but a single night intervened 
between Hayne's fiery oratory and Webster's great 
reply. It wes also a matter of history that during 
that night Webster had made an effort to compose 
his reply. In answer to this, Colonel Ingersoll said 
that the popular impression in regard to that address 
was wrong. He said: 

Why, the speech which we read now is not in 
form, though it is in spirit, the address which Web- 
ster really delivered. He spent many days in care- 
fully revising and writing out the speech, and the 
published speech is Webster's revision and not the 
actual speech heard in the Senate chamber. Fur- 
thermore, it is well known by those who hav made 
some study of Webster's life and career that he had 
been for many years preparing this speech; he had 
bestowed upon it precisely that labor which I hav 
described as essential to the conception and compo- 
sition of a great oratorical work. He had turned 
these constitutional truths over in bis mind, thought 
deeply upon them, elaborated his conception, forti- 
fied his opinion by reference and study, and was 
really composing this great constitutional exposition 
during the space of many years. He knew well 
enough that the time would come when he would 
deliver it, and when the time did come, whether of a 
sudden or by prearranged impulse, Mr. Webster was 
perfectly ready to deliver the speech. Therefore, I 
declare that Webster’s reply to Hayne was not an 
extempore speech. That he may hav been called 
upon of a sudden to deliver it does not impair the 
force of what I say. He was all ready to deliver it, 
and for a long time had been all ready. It was easy 
enough for him to reply to the temporary interrup- 
tions of Mr. Hayne and others; anybody could do 
that. The reply might be interjected into the speech, 
but it formed no part of it. 

I reminded Colonel Ingersoll of the current anec- 
dote about his hasty preparation of the famous 
address at Cincinnati in 1876, which has gone into 
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history under the name of the “ Plumed Knight" States court; Hon. A. B. Riehardson, the famous 


speech. I told him that it seemed to be pretty well 
authenticated that he had neglected to write the 
speech, although besought by his brother to do so, 
until the night before the nomination of Bleine was 
to be attempted, and that then, after he had gone to 
bed, he did get up in response to his brother's 
request, and, taking a few sheets of paper, dashed off 
the speech in a few minutes and then returned to his 
bad. There was a suspicion of a smile bout the 
colonel’s lips, and it seemed to me as though this 
anecdote had brought humorous recollections to 
mind of that midnight scene in the hotel when, 
rather petulantly, he yielded to his brother's request. 
But he said, speaking in seriousness: 

Yes; it is true, so far as the writing is concerned, 
I did sit down and put what I had tosay upon paper 
—all but the first paragraph. The first paragraph 
was suggested by something which I had heard upon 
the floor of the convention. A speech had been 
made nominating another candidate than the one 
whom I was to put in nomination, and some refer- 
ence had been made to Massachusetts. That gave 
me an opportunity of saying in a single sentence 
something contemporaneous and suggested upon the 
moment, but after I had spoken that one sentence I 
delivered the speech as I had written it out, but the 
writing out of the speech was a mere mechanical 
operation. It was no part of its composition ; the 
ideas which I had and which I uttered were those 
which had been in my mind, had been turned over 
in my mind, and had been composed long before. 

I asked him if the same operation characterized 
the composition of the Indianapolis Dacoration Day 
address, which was delivered in the same summer 
that the “Plumed Knight” speech was. Colonel 
Ingersoll did not seem to remember whether he had 
written out that address beforehand or not, but he 
asserted that its composition had been going on in 
his mind for years. The speech formulated and ex- 
pressed the solemn and sublime emotions caused by 
an experience upon the battiefields and by familiarity 
with the awful tragedies of war. It represented 
thoughts which had filled his mind since '61. 


— Oo 
An Interview with Medium Reid. 
From the Detroit Eyening Nets. 

Modern Spiritualists are never quite at peace among 
themaelvs aud fail to hermonize either in their views cf 
practical occultism or the mystical theories upon 
which they are based. The riddie of the sphynx is 
stilla poser, and all that is claimed to be known 
through disembodied souls and spiritual forces as they 
manifest themselvs through some seer, medium, in 
trance, semi-trance, séance, or any other of the. ac- 
cepted inspirations which connect the spiritual and 
the material, is equally beyond the comprehension or 
faith of the uninitiated. There are still teachers of 
these strange doctrins, however, and they find their 
followers not only willing to accept the infellibility of 
the ereed but to pay well for the services of those 
who would hav the world believe that their souls are 
attuned in accord with absolute divinity and that the 
mysteries of creation are unveiled at their bidding. 

The mystery that surrounds the Spiritualistic 
apostles, the exposés, the frauds and claims of frauds, 
the unexplained phenomena and the inevitable con- 
flict with the accepted religion of ages, invest 
the subject with unusual interest. Hence it 
was that the News called upon Dr. Reid, for he is 
rather conspicuous in. his connection with the sub- 
ject. The doctor resides at Grand Rapids, but is at 
present serving his country in the Detroit house of 
correction. Just why this favored communieant 
with the spirit world is subjected to this indignity 
will appear below. When called upon the doctor was 
willing to grant an interview, end a guard conducted 
him from the factory where he does a simple part at 
putting cane bottoms into chairs, to a place that’s 
secvre and at the same time comfortable. 

The man whose professed faith and questionable 
works got him into trouble is far from being an ideal 
criminal. He looks sbout forty, is above the me- 
dium height, finely proportioned, quick in movement, 
clean cut in appearance, has piercing black eyes, black 
hair just touched with gray, a handsome mustache, 
and a dark skin through which flow the evidences 
of good health. He is a ready and an intelligent 
talker, has cousiderable magnetism, a smooth voice, 
and an assurance that is nicely tempered by good 
manners as well as by lightly alluding to anything 
which might appear as too strongly asserting his per- 
fection in matters generally accepted as supernatural. 

After stipulating that a copy of what he said 
should be given him and another sent to his wife in 
Grand Rapids, the doctor gave facts as follows: 

“I was arrested June 5, 1889, and as I was noi 
convicted until the latter part of last April, you will 
concede that I fought a good fight. I was taken for 
a violation of the United States postal laws, it being 
claimed that I wrongfully professed to obtain com- 
munications from the spirit land. I had a prelimi- 
nary examination June 27th, and was placed under 
$500 bonds, which I furnished, to appear before the 
grand jury. I was indicted, and had my trial late in 
November, before Judge Severens, of the United 


criminal lawyer of Meadville, Pa., and Frank S. Don- 
aldson, of Grand Rapids, acting ag my attorneys. 
The case occupied four days, the jury disagreeing 
and standing six to six. ; 

* In that trial three sealed letters were introduced, 
one of them written by Dr. Claflin, of Marshalltown, 
Ia. Ho is a brother of the former Victoria Woodhull 
and Tennie Claflin.” . 

“ They hav just flitted back to Europe," and the 
reporter’s statement was welcome news to Dr. Reid. 

“No! Gone back, hay they? Got too hot for 
them over here, did it?” 

“Had business on the other side.” 

“I guess so. We've got enough Olaflins here 
without them. 

“Tt was their brother's communication that got 
me into trouble when I was way behind in my work 
and needed every minute of my time. I had several 
stenographers helping me, and I was a very busy 
man with my magnetic healing, my weekly news- 
paper, the Banner of Life, and my Spiritualistic 
work in answering sealed letters. This Claflin letter 
wanted to know how he could accomplish the ruin of 
a certain party. After I ascertained the contents of 
the letter I refused to answer it, and returned the 
amount of money it contained.” 

* How did you learn what was said in the letter ?" 

* Through communication with spirits and exercise 
of the same power which enabled an sutomatie re- 
sponse to letters that I never opened or saw. When 
I declined to accede to Dr. Claflin’s request I re- 
ceived a number of threatening letters. I finally 
called on the United States attorney, told him the 
contents of the letter, and asked him if I could safely 
hav it opened. He said that I could, and I there- 
upon notified Claflin that I would hav the seal of his 
letter broken in the presence of ten business men of 
Grand Rapids, which I did, its contents being just 
what I bad foretold. 

“Jas. Vincent, a friend of Olaflin, algo sent mea 
letter, inclosing 35 cents instead of the fee of from 
$1 to $5. This I sent to the post-cffice inspector at 
Chicago, who bad seen me read letters harder than 
either of these in controversy. Claflin did not dare 
come to the state, so Vincent made the complaint. 
The prosecution in the first trial tried to prove that 
the objectionable part of Olaflin'a letter, which was 
on a separate piece of paper, was 8 forgery, bub we 
showed that the paper, the ink, avd the writing were 
identical They never took that taek again. In the 
first case only one person out of ten claimed that I 
must hav opened the letter surreptitiously and in- 
serted the obscene question. 

“The second trial lasted over three days. All the 
evidence they offered against me this time was from 
some mediums who swore, in substance, that they 
had professed the same power which I possess, but 
that it wasa fraud, and that they never took any 
compensation for pretending to exercise it. I can 
prove that they did.. I wanted to show evidence of 
scores of letters answered correctly, but the court 
would not permit. I tried to get in the testimony 
of those to whom I had returned money because I 
could not answer them, but it was no go.” ` 

* Oouldn't you read and answer all the sealed letters 
sent you ?" 

“ No, there were fully a fourth of them to which I 
could obtain no response." 

“Why?” 

“That I can’t explain any more than I can hua- 
dreds of other mysterious phenomens. I oniy know 
that I couldn't and that I returned such letters. It 
is not every departed spirit that I could commune 
with, nor are they always as propitious at one time 
as another. Numerous conditions hay to do with 
this, but I can’t explain.” 

* Why didn’t you sit right down in the courtroom 
and show them that you could do what you 
professed ?” 

“I did want to and was headed off there again. 
The district attorney had s lot of letters with him 
and a folding-slate wrapped up. He had boasted 
that he would show that I couldn't read, much less 
answer, a sealed message. My attorney icok up this 
challenge given out of court and proposed to chance 
the test which must convicts me if I failed. The 
distric} attorney couldn't object quick enough, and I 
was prevented this means of escape. Yet the judge, 
in his charge to the jury, said that if I honestly be- 
lieved that I could obtain answers from the spirits 
of the departed, I was not guilty. How was I to 
show not only faith but ability to perform under 
such rulings ? 

* When I moved for a new trial before Judge 
Jackson I had Moulton and Rogers, because the 
former is a noted Spiritualist and wanted to argue 
from his standpoint as such. We had thirty odd 
reasons why we should hav another show, but as 
many thousands would hav done no good. Judge 
Jackson was very sarcastic, and among other things 
said that if any man would swear on a stack of Bibles 
as big as the court-house that he could answer sealed 
letters, the judge would not believe it. He agreed 
with Severns also in saying that anything bordering 
on the mysterious and beyond ordinary comprehen- 


sion is prima facie evidence of fraud. It cost me 
$3,000 to make the fight, and at the end I got a year 
at hard labor in the Detroit house of correction.” 

“Ts it hard labor ?" 

'* I've had harder,” and the doctor laughed cheer- 
ily. “One thing sure, I get a better show here than 
I did in the United States court. I couldn’t aek 
better treatment." 

When an attempt was made to go into the doctor's 
antecedents and history there was 8 noticeable con- 
traction of his volubility. es 

“ Were you born and raised in Grand Rapids?” 

“No, I’ve been there three years.” 

* Where were you born?” 

*T went to Grand Rapids from California." 

* Born and raised there ?" 

“ Yag.” 

** What part of the state?" 

* Well, I lived all over the state.” . 

* What was your business ?" í 

“I did numerous things. I was in the mrreantil 


ins and devoted a good deal of time to newspaper 
work. 
Rapids now, or doing what I can toward it from this 
distance and under these circumstances. 
the treatment I hav received is creating a big agita- 
tion among Spiritualists. 
my belief hav taken it up, and they're carrying the 
war right into Africa. 
I can do for such an outrage to pass unnoted. I hav 
answered as high as fifty-seven sealed letters in one 
night, and a dozen in an evening was usual. 
dreds of people about Grand Rapids can attest my 
powers.” 


Im running the Olive Branch at Grand 
T tell you 
All the leading papers of 


Too many people know what 
Hun- 


* When did you first discover them yourself?” 

“ Some twelve or fourteen years ago." 

* How ?” 

“Through scquaintance with Spiritualists, and a 


test of my mediumship.” 


* How long hav you practiced magnetic healing ?” 

* Only since going to Grand Rapids.” 

* Will you resume business at the old stand in the 
sealed-letter business?" 

“Not a bit of it. I've bad a genteel sufficiency of 
sending such answers through the mails. I'll oper- 
ate on the platform and Pl show that I kav been 


falsely accused.” 
—o 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 

Henry V. Bergheil, the Swedish Freethought 
lecturer, has a rather hard time of it with authorities 
and ministers. In Jonküpiug the police tore down 
the bills advertising his lecture, and prohibited the 
meeting. Yet in Bpite of this the meeting was held, 
and Joskaping’s mayor, a bigot by the name of 
Palmgron. has, for giving these orders, been subject 
to a complaint by Mr. Berghell addressed to the pro- 
vincial court. While lecturing in Norrküpiug, Mr. 
Berghel! invited the clergy to attend, but of course 
the pulpit-pounders were conspicuous by their ab- 
sence only. But as soon as the Liberal lecturer left 
the city they came forib, avd Pastor Arblin did not 
hesitate to show his courage by calling the absent 
Infidel a Har and coward. Unfortunately Berghell 
returned two days later, and when hearing the “glad 
tidings,” he caused to be printed a thousand copies 
of a short answer to said minister. The copies were 
distributed on the street, aud caused a severe attack 
of “colic” among the orthodox. Well, our friend 
will get used to such treatment after a while, it is so 
very Christian. 

Tha health of Mr. Victor E. Lennstrand is slowly 
improving, and we hops ere long to hear that he has 
re.assumed his position as lecturer and editor. His 
presence would be quite a help to the cause. His 
lecture, “ Why I Am Opposed to Christianity,” is 
up for the courts. The clergy want the publication 
of it prohibited; yet we think they will not succeed, 
inasmuch as all cases relating to liberty of press are 
to be judged by juries, and these never went back 
on Lennstrand. 

Another Liberal has been indicted for blasphemy 
in Germany. In this instance it is the president of 
the Free Religious Society of Rixdorf-Berlin—Mr. 
P. Steinmar. Yet we need not be surprised. Any- 
thing may be expected from a government whose 
hesd claims the “divine right” of kings, and who 
has ordered that every German soldier shall in his 
knapsack carry a copy of the New Testament. 

The eighth annual congress of German Freethink- 
ers is over and may be pronounced a splendid suc- 
cess. A good deal of hard work was done. A union 
of the German Freethinker Society with the Free 
Religious Societies was brought about. The Free- 
thought organ, the Menshenthum (Reign of Man), 
ig to cease its existence, and a new paper acceptable - 
to all Liberals is to be started in Fulda, Dr. Specht 
assuming the position as editor. The next congress 
will be held in either Erfurt, Hamburg, Mannheim, 
or Solingen. 

Lectures were delivered, by Dr. Specht“ The 
Positiv and Negativ Side of Freethought ;’ Dr. 
Voelkel—“ Thomas Paine and His Motto, ‘The 
World Is My Country, to Do Good My Religion;’” 
Frau Hedwig Wilhelmi—'* Do We Need a Religion ?” 
while Dr. Rudt spoke about “ Spiritualism.” 
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The Union of Chureh and State. 
It seems by the subjoined communication that a 
minister exists who doubts the word of Tax TaurH 


SEEKER : 
“t BALIDA, Cox., June 10, 1890. 


t Eprrog TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Gir: You say there is now 
a practical union of church and state, and it bids fair to soon 
become a great deal closer. True, emphatically; but when 
I said so to Rev. Mr. White, he asked for the proof of it. 
Would it not be well for you to take this for a text for the 
sake of others, ignorant of the two most important facts 
which concern us as Americans and Liberals ? 

* C. M. OVERTON.” 

There is a popular belief that church and state 
are separate in this country, but the belief belongs 
io that class of traditions which investigation shows 
to be without foundation in fact. The basis for this 
. partieuler tradition is that the founders of the gov- 
ernment intended to separate the two; that the first 
. president officially declared tha? the government is 
not Christian; and the clause in an amendment to 
the Constitution prohibiting the establishment of 
any religion. 

There is no doubt that a majority of our people 
really believe church and state to be separate, and 
that we could never hav an established church any- 
where from Maine to California. This is an error in 
thinking. The supreme court has decided again and 
again that the amendments are not binding upon the 
states, and therefore only the national government 
is prohibited from setting up a church. Any state 
ean do it if the people so will; though it is a fact 
that most, if not all, of the state constitutions pro- 
hibit it likewise. But by changing their constitutions 
they can do it. 

The United States government, however, does not 
maintain the spirit of this amendment. Congress 
governs the District of Columbia and the territories, 
and in all these places churches are exempt from 
taxation, religious societies receive public funds, and 
the Christian religion is recognized. Chaplains are 
employed and paid from public funds in both houses 
of Congress, snd in territorial legislatures. All but 
one of our presidents hav issued religious proclama- 
tions. There are Sunday laws enforced by national 
power, for though the territories hav local legislatures 
which make laws, Congressistheirsuperior. Sectarian 
Christianity is recognized by Congress, too, in giving 
the Indians to the sects to educate, and the granting 
to the sects of government land for religious pur- 
poses. 


Business Manager. 


of the Inquisition. It is only because people will- 
fully close their eyes to these things that they im- 
agin the church and state are separate in this coun- 
try. Just to wake them up we will giv some of the 
cases occurring within a few months. 

O. W. Cook, of New Haven, Ind., was- convicted 
and fined because he allowed an automatic cigar 
machine to work on Sunday. 

Baseball players hav been arrested in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., for playing on Sunday. 

R. M. King has been convicted in Obion county, 
Ohio, of violating the Sabbath, and fined $75. 

The schools in New York are always closed on 
Good Friday, which is nothing but a religious holy 
day. 

In Wisconsin it took a decision of the supreme 
court to prevent sectarian instruction in the public 
schools of Edgerton. 

South Norwalk, Conn., recently closed every busi- 
ness place in the city. 

The committee on Education and Labor in the 
House of Representativs has reported another bill to 
make Sunday labor in the District of Oolumbia 
illegal. ‘The bill has passed the Senate. 

Postmaster-General Wanamaker has discontinued 
Sunday mail service because Sunday is a Christian 
holy day. 

In Chicago, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Newark, N. J., Omaha, Minneapolis, and 
other cities Christian societies hay closed or are try- 
ing to close theaters, cigar stores, concerts, and 
other places of business or amusements on Sunday. 

President Harrison has ordered the religious 
observance of the Sunday by the officers and men of 
the army and navy. 

Some twenty or thirty Seventh Day Adventists 
hay been prosecuted, convicted, and imprisoned in 
Georgia, Arkansas, and other states for not keeping 
the Christian Sabbath. 

H. J. Ward, of Ooaling, Ala., has been deprived of 
his civil rights, and refased the privilege of using the 
courts, because he is not a Christian. 

These ate but a few of the hundreds of cases that 
hav been published of persecutions for Sabbath- 
breaking and violating other Christian rules. They 
show how the church uses the state to enforce its 
peculiar notions, and how Christian officials use their 
power for the benefit of their churches. Every- 
where, almost, the church controls the state in many 
ways, and secular government is made subordinate 
to religious principles. These cases are representa- 
tiv: one stands for thousands of others of which we 
do not hear. And we hav said nothing in this list 
of the colossal union formed by church exemptions 
and sectarian appropriations. We do not know—no 
one knows, because the statistics are concealed—the 
enormous amounts of money the states giv to the 
cburches. In this city alone it is about two millions 
annually. In all the states the amount must be 
fabulous. The exemptions are still more costly to the 
people—something like $30,000,000 per annum on 
the $1,500,000,000 worth of exempt church property. 
So burdensome has this financial union become in 
Maryland that the last legislature passed a bill sub- 
mitting a proposed amendment to the clause of the 
state constitution which exempts church property. 
The amendment provides for the taxation of all 
property. In Baltimore alone over fifty million dol- 
lars’ worth is now exempt and the evil is so great that 
even some of the Methodists are clamoring to do 
away with this union of church and state, and are 
asking for impartial taxation, and seem willing to 
pay their taxes, because the Roman Oatholics own 
two-thirds of the exempt property ! 

We could fill columns with facts on this subject. 
Look at the union of church and state in Poughkeep- 
sie, where the schoo] board paid for the schools and 
Catholics taught them! ‘Look at the discontinuance 
of public schools in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and Kansas through the union of school authorities 
and the priests! All through the country where 
the church authorities hay power they are making 
the taxpayers support their religion. In Illinois the 
Protestant authorities of the state- university refuse 
to allow a student to complete his course of study 
because he would not attend chapel! In Concord, 
N. C., a man who has performed public services can 
not collect his pay because he cannot conscientiously 
take the oath which Christians hav devised, as he 
does not believe in God and future rewards and pun- 
ishments. 


In the states the union is closer. In all of the 
states, except California and Washington, churches 
are free from taxation, and in New Hampshire the 
constitution provides that towns may provide for the 
support of Protestant ministers. All property used 
for “religious purposes” is exempt in Alabama, 
Florida, Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and the two Virginias. Only in fifteen states (Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Louis- 
iana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Wash.ngton, Wiscon- 
sin) do the constitutions provide agsinst sectarian 
appropriation, but these provisions are all rendered 
void by chicanery of legislators who are under church 
influence. In these states there is no constitutional 
provision against compulsory support of sectarian 
churches, though it is not done; and all the terri- 
tories exempt churches. 

Church and state are further united by the em- 
ployment and payment of chaplains in all the state 
legislatures except Washington. All the states, ex- 
cept the same, notwithstanding constitutional pro- 
hibitions, make appropriations for religious and 
sectarian purposes. Even California, with an iron- 
clad constitutional prohibition, lets religious institu- 
tions get hold of state funds; and no doubt the 
Christians of Washington will find some way to 
break into the state treasury when the Liberals are 
not watching them. 

Public schools form another close connection be- 
tween church and state. In no state or territory 
are public schools conducted without religious wor- 
ship, and this, too, often in violation of laws and 
constitutions. The Christians hav no sense of shame 
in this matter, nor do they mind a violation of law 
in carrying out their purposes. In New York, for 
instance, it has been decided several times that sing- 
ing religious hymns and Bible reading in schools are 
illegal, but it is done every school-dayintheyear. The 
children are taught to believe that Christianity is as 
true as the multiplication table, and as much a part 
of their life as their duty to obey their parents and 
teachers. 

By the appointment of public religious holidays, 
and by the enactment of Sunday laws, Christianity is 
imposed upon us, and the church and state united; 
the state punishing the people who violate the laws 
which are nothing at all if not of religious signif- 
icance. In itself it can be no sin to labor on Sun- 
day; the sin is in breaking the holy day of the 
church. It was only two weeks ago that we published 
the decision of judges in Minnesota, Texas, Alabama, 
and New Hampshire that the disregard of the “ Sab- 
bath,” the refusal to recognize it as a day sanctified to 
holy purposes, constitutes the offense. In nearly all 
the states the same view has been taken by Christian 
judges, and those refusing to keep the Christian 
holy day punished according to law. 

In the judicial oath, too—calling upon the Chris- 
tian God to attest the truthfulness of the witness— 
there is a direct union of church and state. In nearly 
half of the states a man who does not believe in the 
two chief articles of the Christian faith—the exist- 
ence of God and the reality of future rewards and 
punishments—has no standing in court. Agnostics 
and Atheists are forbidden to testify, or their testi- 
mony is discredited because of their unbelief. 

And closest of all unions is the barbarous and iniq- 
uitous blasphemy laws which are in force in Oon- 
necticut, Dakota, Delaware, Indiana, Maine, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Ver- 
mont, and the dead-letter Maryland law which pro- 
vides the death penalty for blasphemy in the District 
of Columbia. It is not many years since the author- 
ities of Delaware were trying to get hold of Colonel 
Ingersoll for blasphemy, and every reader of Tar 
Trura Sxzexer recollects the conviction of C. B. 
Reynolds in New Jersey on the same charge. 

These are the most flagrant of the statutory in- 
stances of the union of church and state. Practical. 
instances of the union can be multiplied indefinitly. 
Every dollar, every rod of ground, given to churches 
and church institutions is such union. Every prayer 
made in a legislature is such union. Every prosecu- 
tion for Sabbath breaking is such union. Every 
witness rejected because of unbelief indicates the 
union. Every religious song and reading from the 
Bible in the publie schools is such union. Every 
prosecution for blasphemy is such union—-a revival 
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These unions of church and state already exist, 
but still the church is not satisfied, and each branch 
of it is striving to obtain full power over the people 
and restore the old regime. The Catholic would 
take us back to the Middle Ages ; the Protestant to 
Puritan times. East and West the Oatholic church 
is making prodigious strides toward accomplishing 
its purpose. The votes of all its slaves are at its 
command and they are used for its welfare. The 
Protestants already control the public schools, and 
‘they are endeavoring to control the government of 
the country as well. A writer, Mr. Loughlin, in the 
Dubuque Zelegraph, states the case plainly and 
truthfully. “Protestantism,” he says, “is and has 
been since 1833 openly and secretly plotting away 
the religious rights of the people through an organi- 
zation formed with that object in view, known as the 
National Reform Association. This society is com- 
posed of ministers and lay representative of the vari- 
ous Protestant denominations. The object contem- 
plated by this society is a religious amendment to 
the federal Constitution—an establishment of church 
and state. It originated at Xenia, O., in February, 
1863, in a convention composed of eleven Protestant 
denominations who assembled for prayer and confer- 
ence, not in relation to the amendment of the Con- 
atitution, but the state of religion. Meetings (small 
in numbers) were held shortly after in Pittsburgh 
and elsewhere. At first the association was called a 
religious council. Now it is the ‘ National Associa- 
tion to Secure the Religious Amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States.’ The first national 
convention was held in the First United Presbyterian 
church of Allegheny, Pa., January 27, 1864, at which 
a large delegation was appointed to present the mat- 
ter to the attention of President Lincoln. Oonven- 
tions were held in New York in 1868, in Columbus, 
O., February, 1869, and in Monmouth, IN., 1871. Nat- 
ional conventions were held in Pittsburgh, 1870; 
Philadelphia, 1871; Cincinnati, 1872, and New York, 
1878. The business committee at its Cincinnati 
session recommended that the delegates to the Con- 
vention hold meetings in their respectiv localities to 
ratify the proposed religious amendments to the con- 
stitution, and that twenty thousand copies of the 
proceedings be published in tract form for gratuitous 
distributioa among the people; also that auxiliary 
branches be established in every state. 

“Among the resolutions adopted at this session 
were the following: 

** * Resolved, That it is the right and duty of the United 
States as a nation settled by Christians—a nation with Chris- 
tian laws and usages—to acknowledge itself in its written 
Constitution to be a Christian nation. 

** * Resolved, That, recognizing the importance of this sub- 
ject, we pledge ourseivs to present and advocate it until the 
nation shall declare its Christian character.’ 

“The then President Brunot announced the chief 
object of the National Reform Association to be: 

** + Buch an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States (or its preamble) as will suitably acknowledge almighty 
God as the author of the nation’s existence and the ultimate 
source of its authority, Jesus Christ as its ruler, and the 
Bible (the Protestant version) as the supreme rule of its con- 
duct, and thus indicate that this is a Christian nation, and 
place all Christian laws, institutions, and usages on an un- 
deniable legal basis in the fundamental law of the land.’ 

* Here, then, is an open and avowed declaration of 
hostility to religious liberty in the country and an 
unmistakably expressed determination to invade the 
constitutional guarantee of the right of the citizen 
to worship according to the dictates of conscience or 
not to worship at all if so disposed. The adoption 
of such an amendment would make Christianity the 
religion of the nation, and with the Bible declared in 
the Constitution to be the ‘ supreme rule of conduct 
of the nation,’ its retention in the public schools 
would then be perfectly justifiable and its reading be 
‘put upon an undeniable legal basis in the funda- 
mental law of the land While this great Protestant 
association is in existence it is inconsistent and hypo- 
critical in the Protestant clergy to prate and lecture 
in favor of non-sectarianism in public schools, the 
abuse of the taxing power of the government, or 
against the establishment of church and state. But 
it may be objected that this society is not in favor 
with the majority of Protestant ministers. Let us 
see. It is the boast of the friends of the Blair bill 
that it received the approval of every Protestant 
minister and society in the United States, and this 
measure sought to incorporate the God idea and 


nationalize the Sabbath as a day of rest and Christian | has its full operation in his favor. 


Methodist church, Marysville, Mo., passed the fol- 
lowing resolution Oct. 4, 1882: 

** * Resolved, That we do most heartily commend and 
indorse the object of the National Reform Association, and 
we pledge to them our prayers for success in securing their 
commendable and much-needed amendment to our national 
Constitution.’ : 

* The general conference of the same church held 
in Philadelphia two years later (1884) adopted simi- 
lar resolutions, declaring Christ as the foundation of 
civil law. The Iowa State Baptist Association at 
Shenandoah, Oct. 5, 1882, embodied the same senti- 
ments as follows: |. 

“ * Resolved, That we earnestly approve of that part of the 
resolutions adopted by the Protestant National Association, 
which aims at the enactment of such laws as will lead to the 
better observance of the holy Sabbath, and the use of the 
Bible in our public schools ; that we should acknowledge 
through the Constitution our faith in God and Christ.’ ” 


“And only last week the Presbyterians in their 
General Assembly at Saratoga declared in a set of 
resolutions that the expulsion of the Bible from our 
schools was suicidal and deplorable, and urged 
Protestants everywhere to protest and so arouse 
public thought on the subject from pulpit, press, and 
ecclesiastical assemblages, that the Bible shall be re- 
tained in the public schools. 

“This society has branches in every atate in the 
Union, incorporated with headquarters at Washing- 
ton, tract societies, lecturers employing a part or 
whole of. their time traveling up and down the coun- 
try from Maine to Oregon, and official organs estab- 
lished, in one of which, alluding to the Infidel and 
Jew who would be deprived of religious liberty, it 
says: ‘If they insist on Bo working as to interfere, 
or violate the amendment, they must either move or 
be moved away.’” 

It is this society which on another page of this 
issue of Tue Taurn Szexer Mr. T. W. Smith, a Chris- 
tian missionary, completely dissects. Alone, the 
National Reform Association would not be formi- 
dable, but it has the support of other Christian organ- 
izations, and has its friends in nearly every legislativ 
hall in the country. 

No union of church and state! It is all union; 
the Christians are sitting astride our necks like the 
Old Man of the Sea. They hav put their religion into 
nearly all our laws, and they hav made our govern- 
ments conform to their superstition in scores of ways. 
And, not satisfied with this, they are trying to get 
their God recognized in our national Constitution ; 
to establish their inquisitions all over the land; and 
to make all legislation, state and national, conform to 
their ideas. 

There is a closer practical union of church and 
state in this country than there is in some countries 
which hav a state religion. 


—— —— 0-4-6 g 
Two in Prison: The Other Probably Going. 


Medium Reid, with whom the Detroit Evening 
News recently had an interview (reprinted on page 
407), seems to be cheerful for a man in jail, and just 
as confident as ever that Spiritualism is founded on 
facts and that he is one of its prophets. Whether 
these things be true or not, he is unjustly suffering, 
or else every other medium and priest and minister 
ought to be keeping him company. 

There is no further news from Mr. Harman, 
except that his physical health remains good. The 
petitions for his release are being activly circulated 
from the offices of all the Freethought papers. 

Postponements hav been the order in Mr. Hey- 
wood's trials. The motion for a new trial has not 
been argued in the United States court, where a 


conviction was had last week. The state case, Mr.. 


Heywood writes, was “liable to come on” last Mon- 
day, the 28d. Whether it did or not we hav not 
learned. 

On a preceding page (405) i is the charge of Judge 
Carpenter which convieted him in the United States 
court. The charge is much like other judicial charges 
in similar cases, and is strongly against the prisoner. 
A few of the things to which fair-minded people 
will except in this address to the jury may be 
briefly stated. 

In every criminal trial it is the duty of the judge 
to see that the defendant is adequately defended and 
has fair play; that no unjust advantage is taken of 
his situation and that the presumption of innocence 
How far Judge 


worship. The St. Joseph district conference of the} Carpenter fulfilled these duties toward Mr. Heywood 


each can determin for himself. Again: A charge to 
the jury should state the law precisely and definitly. 
If the judge considers it necessary to refer to the 
testimony of witnesses that testimony on both sides ^ 
should be stated antithetically and the jury left to 
decide which of the two contradictory stories is the 
true one. Judge Carpenter did not do this. 

It is monstrous for a judge to endeavor to influ- 
ence the jury by such a statement as this charge 
contains, that the offense Mr. Heywood was called to 
answer “might fairly be designated the foulest, 
meanest, lowest offense of which a human being can 
be guilty.” And the statement that the right to ex- 
press and publish our opinions upon all subjects 
freely “ is subject to the restriction that the things we 
say and the things we write shall be proper, fit, and 
decent things,” is just the notion under which many - 
a truth has been sought to be suppressed. How 
shall a jury decide what is proper, fit, and decent ? 
It was not proper, fit, nor decent for Galileo to ex- 
press the opinion that the earth moved, nor was if 
proper, fit, nor decent for Wm. Lloyd Garrison to 
declaim as he did against chattel slavery, eto., etc. 

It is simply preposterous for the judge to stand. 
up there and say that “respectable journals are de-. 
posited in the mails without fear of this law.” What: 
constitutes a respectable journal? Was the Evening: 
Telegram, which contained outline wood-cuts of 
nude pictures from the Paris Salon, a respectable 
paper? If yes, what made it a respectable paper? 
Was it not respectable because it was BO rich and 
powerful that the obacenists did not dare attack it as 
they would eagerly hav attacked & weaker and less 
influential paper? What about the case of the 
Northern Ohio Democrat? Was not that a respec- 
table paper? What is the test of their respectability ? © 
Is it not after all a very misleading standard for a 
judge to set up in such a case, that of respectability ? 

The judge says, “If a man desires to get as many 
indecent words as he can into his paper, or words 
that are just close to indecency and yet escape, if he 
is anxious to court the dignity of martyrdom and 
escape its penalty, then it is easy to see that he has 
a somewhat difficult problem before him.” Now, 
this talk was not merely thoughtless and unbecoming 
in the judge, but it was just the kind of talk that a 
judge should avoid. The manifest purpose of it was 
to induce the jury to think that they had in the de- 
fendant just such a person a8 the judge described. 

The charge that the finding of lewd and lascivious 
matter in a paper is sufficient to constitute the whole 
paper an obscene paper is interesting. In applying 
this rule to the Bible there seems to be no escape 
from the conclusion that the whole Bible is obscene. 
This is an item of much importance to our Obristian 
friends. A few more legal decisions of this kind and 
they will perhaps realize that he who plants the 
wind will reap the whirlwind. 

The concluding sentence of the charge exhibits 
very clearly the judge's disposition. Before reading 
through the charge to this portion of it the reader 
will hav discovered the spirit which culminated in 
the last clause, * However we may regard his view, 
nevertheless we ought to punish him for any wrong 
and indecent acts which he may be guilty of or has 
done." 

The word “indecent” is so broad and indefinit 
that the judge should hav left it out of his speech to 
the jury. There are a great many things which the 
average man regards as indecent that are neither 
criminal nor obscene. To use the words, “ proper,” 
“decent,” eto., givs a jury too much latitude. A 
Christian unhesitatingly calls a Freethinker’s argu- 
ment indecent ; a Freethinker just as unhesitatingly 
and with a million times more truth retorts that the 
Bible is indecent, improper, and not respectable. 
The judge, therefore, should not hav used the words, 
but confined the jury’s attention to the words printed 
by Mr. Heywood, the law, and the definition of 
obscenity. No man should be sent to prison because 
he is “improper.” 

— 9-84 9———————— 

Writtne about the Cassadaga Lake Sp'ritual picnic in the 
Progressive Thinker Lyman C. Howe says: “P. L. O. A. 
Keeler is also on the grounds and expects to remain until 
camp opens. This will giv an opportunity for skeptics and 
Seekers in western New York to test his powers before the 
rush of August comes." It seems to us that Mr. Howe 
should hav left out the invitation to skeptics. It sounds 
very bold and fair, but Mr. Keeler will not back up his 
backer’s words. He is the medium who refused to giv any 
£éance at all to Mr. McArthur and the Editor of Tug Trorx 
SzzkER when they were in search of a spirit. 
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Zeilers from friends. 


Lorus, CAL., June 8, 1890. 
Mr. Error: I inclose $6, for which please forward three 
copies of the book of pictures. G. W. Ramsey. 


BrurrroN, Tex., June 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed $2 for your “ Pictorial Text- 
Book." Iam very anxious to see it. D. M. BAKER. 


Port Preasant, W. VA., June 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed find $2 for the cartoon book, and 
when your pictorial Bible is finished put me down for & 
copy. Yours, etc., J. R. SELRE. 


GREELEY, Cor., June 11, 1890. 
Ms. Eprroz: Inclosed find $2, for which please send to 
the friend's address inclosed the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Book.” Yours truly, Evran C. STILLWELL. 


Crry Porr, FLA., June 7, 290. 
Mez. Eprror: I vote for the pictures, but, pictures or no 
pictures, Tue Tauru Srexer is indispensable to us, and as 
long as I can raise a dollar I expect to remain & subscriber. 
Yours truly, C. L. FABER. 


S. Osvszuro, N. Y., June 1, 290. 
Mez. EprroR: If my purse was as large as my soul, I 


` would send $50 and call it à glorious investment. I vote for 
Heston and the cartoons. I want the new book of cartoons 
soon. Mary Prox. 


CASTANA, Ia., June 10, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I incloge $40. Send Mr. Reynolds or the 
treasurer of the Washington Secular Union $20. Send me 
two copies of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” and 
the other books on inclosed list. The rest of the money use 
where it will do the most good. 


Yours for the truth and right, F. A. Day. 


CELINA, O., June 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for the renewal of 
my paper, THe TRUTH SEEKER. Let her come and hit those 
Bible-pounders hard. John Peck is surely full measure. 
Heston is all right; long may he continue in the good work 
of showing up the absurdity of priestcraft. 
Yours respectfully, Henry T. Nioovm. 


MONTREAL, Can., June 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav now been a subscriber to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for the last few years, and can heartily indorse all 
that has been said in praise of it by others. I read with 
pleasure your decision to continue the pictures, and I àm 
sure had they been removed the strongest arguments against 
superstition and fraud would hav been omitted from your 
paper. Jomw R. Conway. 
Cnzss0N, Pa., June 10, 1890 
Mz. Eprrog: I hav enjoyed your paper so much that I 
feel I cannot do without it. My means are very limited, or 
I would gladly help along the good cause. What a boon 
Tue Trura SEEKER would hav been to me some years ago, 
when.I floundered around in the darkness with no helping 
hand to lead me into the light. ANNIE M. CoYLE. 


SPREOKELSVILLE, Maur, HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, 
May 24, 1890. } 


Mx. Eprror: I am glad to know that you hav decided to 
continue the pictures in your valuable paper, and also to 
- issue them in book form, so I hasten to inclose $5, for which 
please send me one copy of Heston’s cartoons, and one of 
his pictorial Bibles when published. I send kind regards to 
Watson Heston, John Peck, and all the good truth seekers 
who are laboring in the Liberal vineyard. "Ww. Banoray. 


Pram Crry, Ia., June 9, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: Please publish the following and oblige. A 
Union Liberal meeting was given in Union Hall yesterday at 
2 P.Mm., under the auspices of the local Brotherhood of Moral- 
ists. Prof. John E. Remsburg was present, and for over an 
hour addressed a large audience on the life and works of 
. Thomas Paine in an able and telling manner. This is Pro- 
fessor Remsburg’s third visit here, and that he may return 

soon is the wish of all who heard him. Ira E. DRAPER. 


Parowan, Uraa, June 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send some petition blanks for petition- 
ing Mr. Harman out of prison. I will circulate them, and 
make up 8 subscription also. I am a Freethinker, and 
always was. I think the Christians will get ashamed of 
themselvs if there is any shame to them. I had a talk with 
8 Christian from Kentucky the other day, and I made his 
belief appear so ridiculous that he laughed at it, but he said 
he could not giv his God and did not know he had any. 
; Well, if the president is like a Presbyterian minister that I 
know, why, it will do no good to petition for Mr. Harman. 

I will close, wishing you a long life. Please send catalog. 

Yours, etc., Wm. W. PAGE. 

Frienpsuip, N. Y., June 10, 1890. 
Me. Eprroz: To my mind the illustrations in Tss TRUTH 
SExkzns Nos. 21, 22, and 23 portray the absurdity, unfair- 
ness, and cruelty of the Christian religion paramount to any 
before given. How can sensible people be so blinded by 
ignorance and superstition as to believe palpable falsehood ? 
Hon. A. B. Bradford is excellent. He writes with all the 
wisdom and polish of the thinker and scholar. He has the 
richness and vigor of ripe years, with none of the infirmities. 
May all who can, promptly send aid to C. B. Reynolds, to 
combat the issue now forced upon the people of his adopted 


state. The editorials are stirring exponents of present issues. 


Catholic worships to-day. And they come down to the tent: 


Roman Catholicism is the danger of the hour. I tremble for | of Moses and the prophets, and they find evidence there that 


GaaAoE L. PARKBURST. 


PaaATTSBURGH, N. Y., June 14, 1890. 

Mr. Evrror: Please find inclosed $3 for the best paper I 
ever read. Please never stop it. Iread all with great in- 
terest. And when James Parton found fault with the car- 
toons I felt like giving three rousing cheers for him, for, as 
I thought it would, it proved a great boom for the paper. 
He might hav been sincere in his objections, but I hav 
doubted it. I think that he foresaw the result. It has 
helped the paper more than anything else could hav done. 
The vote has been almost unanimous for the pictures. Now, 
I vote for three rousing cheers for James Parton, the man 
that has done more than any other for the cause in showing 
up Christian absurdities. I will say to you, go ahead. You 
know just how to edit Taz Trura SEEKER. Send me the 


the result. 
a. 


| cartoon book as soon as out, and I will remit on receipt. I 


I think I will some 
Gro. H. Loox. 


wish I could do more for the cause. 
tìme. 


Orrumwa, Ià., June 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav often wondered why the Freethivkers 
throughout the country thought it necessary to defend, with 
influence and morey, anybody charged with sending obscene 
literature through the mail. In advancing the arguments of 
Freethought and liberty is it necessary to sink into obscenity? 
I think not. The evidence on our side is ample without 
resorting to the questionable, the obscene. The greatest 
arguments that I hav ever read could be read before a class 
of school. girls. 

I hav read Tug Trurs SEEKER for nearly ten years with 
great profit and pleasure. Ottumwa is an enterprising and 
wide-awake city, and I believe that a good lecturer could 
organize a Liberal League. There are quite a number of 
Freethinkers here that by an organized effort could do some 
good work. Joun W. DAYTON. 


Bzprozp, Monr., June 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: l send you to-day two copies of the Helena 
Herald, containing letters from a namesake of yours, Henry 
McDonald, on Jerusalem and Rome, thinking they may 
interest you. The Herald has always been & Very conserva- 
tiv paper, careful of offending the churches, especially the 
Catholic, which is a great power in Helena, and I was sur- 
prised at the publication of these letters—which is probably 
owing to Mr. McDonald being a wealthy and popular citizen 
of Helena, but I do not know. 

Soon after my return from the Woman’s National Liberal 
Union convention in Washington I had the objects, resolu- 
tions, and some of the proceedings published in our Iccal 
paper. The next morning the Catholic priest (a fat young 
Belgian, resident at the headquarters in Helena) rushed into 
the office and delivered a great tirade, saying that ‘ such 
things must not be published, they would ruin the country,” 
etc. I donot think he frightened the editor much, however. 

A poor but intelligent squaw near here has had her chil- 
dren at St. Peter's mission near Great Falls. She went there 
herself and worked a short time, and the terrible abuses and 
infamies practiced there caused ber to bring her children 
away and hav turned her from being a faithful Catholic, as 
she had always been before. I wish I could ventilate the 
deviltry practiced in that school and make the government 
stop it. How can I? Eva Warren COLLIER. 


FawrEx PLAOE, Quinoy, ILL., June 11, 1890. 

Mr. Eptrog: I inclose an order for your holy Bible pict. 
ures to the amount of $2. Ido not buy this book exclusivly 
for my improvement in freedom, but that I may show it to 
my Christian friends whose mental obtuseness cannot be 
reached by argument, but may be touched through the eye, 
as pictures often explain themselvs, and even if caricatures 
are in many cases more effectiv than the cold letter. *' The 
spirit [pictures] quickeneth, but the letter killeth.” Iwould 
say, it depends a good deal how the letters are put together. 
Like a piece of machinery, if wrongly mated they would be 
useless and in many cases dangerous to our physical well- 
being. The Roman Catholics and Lutherans are kicking 
like an army mule against our compulsory school law, and 
are sending out circulars to our candidates for office. "What 
the office seekers will answer it is very easy to surmise. 
They wil come right down, and, as usual, eat crow, caw 
and all. There will be no independence in this country 
among our politicians until the church is made to feel that 
the laws of our country are above the church. I saw a 
Roman Catholic funeral procession the other day; the relig- 
ious banner in front, and the American flag relegated to 
second place. This ought not to be allowed, and would not 
be if our demagogs did not hanker for the votes of the 
ignorant and degraded followers of the pope. It will ever be 
thus until our naturalization laws are changed, and our im. 
migration laws are made to conform to what is right and 
just. Liberal candididates are almost as bad as the Chris- 
tians are when it comes to wanting votes. 

Yours truly, Joun L. Moors, J.P. 


Kenton, May 28, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: The Cincinnati Hnquirer of the 16th inst. 
published a glowing account of the centennial celebration of 
Methodism in Kentucky, at Lexington—the Northern branch 
at the Centenary Methodist Episcopal church, and the South- 
ern at the Tabernacle at Woodlawn park. Both places were 
well attended and much enthusiasm was manifested. They 
had sermons, prayers, and songs. And to prove to the 
world that they are the elect, they, as usual. went back to 
the creation and dug up all the fables and prophecies re- 
corded in the book of books, and came down the stream of 
time to the flood, when their merciful father destroyed his 


! children for worshiping idols, images, just such as the Roman 


they are the elect and the Jews are the lost, notwithstanding 
the fact that they pretend to believe every word the Jews 
wrote up to the time of Christ, when the Jews would not 
abandon what they had been taught by their inspired 
prophets for thousands of years and get Christian religion. 
The Methodist brother preaches himself into heaven and the 
poor Jew out of heaven. The Methodist never fails to im- 
press his hearers with the fact that he loves Jesus above all 
else, and never tires of calling on him for his daily bread, 
and thanking him for what he is about to receive. 

Now, to show the hypocrisy of the Methodist Episcopal 
brother, and to prove that he ie a rank fraud, it is not neces- 
sary to refer to history ancient or modern, for the reason 
that there are millions of living witnesses in these United 
States to-day who remember when the civil war broke out 
in 1861, when it was left for them to choose which they 
loved best, their Jesus or their politics. You remember the 
Southern brother stood by his n ggah and the Northern by 
his Abolition doctrin. They threw their Jesus overboard 
and stood by their politics like little men, for which, if any- 
thing, I admire them, For downright hypocrisy the Meth- 
odist is surpassed only by the Catholic priest, who says to 
his dupes, I can forgiv your sins. Gro. BAKER. 


San MAROILL, June 8, 1890. 

To H. WETTSTEIN: I read carefully your challenge to 
mediums. On reading your article, which I hav no doubt 
you intended for an argument, but which seems to me more 
of a question-begging effort, I came to the conclusion, if you 
had known anything of the subject of Spiritualism you would 
never hav written such an article. While your article will 
never make any impression on Spiritualism other than favor- 
able, I think it will fully convince many who read of one 
fact, far from patent to yourself, ¢.¢., you don’t know, and 
you don’t know it. Brother Wettstein, if you are seeking 
the truth you may find it and it will not cost you the $100, 
and I will promis you the Spiritualists will not ** kill the 
fatted calf" for your benefit. You quote, ‘t O consistency, 
thou art a jewel,” and then ask Spiritualists to ‘ make & 
note.” I will do so by calling your attention to a very im- 
portant fact you seem to hav overlooked—the name of that 
jewel is not Wettstein. In the article immediately following 
yours readers will flnd goods of the same chain and filling. 
You should know the writer, as I think you would be to 
each other a joy forever. Candidly, as an. independent 
thinker, were I an honest medium—I am not a medium—I 
would treat your silly offer as an insult to a class of people 
equal in intelligence to Liberals and superior to them in Lib- 
erality. I only wish to express my opinions of that class of 
essay. No doubt you will be noticed by others more com- 
petent. If you desire truth, seek out some Spiritualist, 
make your desires known to him in a respectful manner, 
act on his or her suggestion, practice reasonable patience, 
and see what you may find—is the advice of a candid 
reader. W. J. Riaxx. 


Neenag, Wis., June 2, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: If you can, will you please answer the fol- 
lowing question for me? I hav always believed in deeds, 
not faith, according to all teaching. A few days ago a 
thought came to my mind. Was the word faith translated 
right? or rather, in the original copy was that word faith 
used? The more I read the more I am convinced it means 
all the highest principles of honor, like truth, loyalty, justice, 
charity, etc. I am writing of the faith mentioned in the 
New Testament. 

I just finished the Bible yesterday ; commenced to read it 
New Year’s day. I read it for investigation. In my opinion, 
from what I hav seen of life and heard of people’s opinion, 
if our land did not hav any better laws than and was as igno- 
rant as the lands of eighteen hundred years ago, Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll would be stretched upon a cross. He would bea 
second Christ. The bigots would crucify him for teaching 
a better religion than is taught and our Bible holds. 

Please answer me what you think the word faith means in 
the Bible. Orve M. La BARRE. 


[Buck’s ‘‘ Theological Dictionary” has the definition: 
* Faith is that assent which we giv to a proposition ad- 
vanced by another, the truth of which we do not immediately 
perceive from our own reason and experience." That is, 
faith is that acquiescence which the timorous part of man- 
kind has been induced to render to propositions advanced by 
priests of such & nature as to secure themselvs revenue and: 
power, notwithstanding that the truth of the propositions: 
could not be perceived by any of the means of knowing that. 
we hav. Christ enjoined faith in himself personally; but 
the tying of faith to any one person is abhorrent to the 
genius of modern science. It is true that there are conject- 
ures to the effect that where Christ seems to require devo- 
tion to himself he actually means devotion to those qualities 
tbat you mention. We hav published some pamphlets by 
Mr. Longshore developing such a theory. But what Christ 
said is of slight account. If by chance a few not unwise 
counsels found a place among the mass of rubbishy deliver- 
ances that he inflicted on the world, we need scarcely inter- 
mit our harvesting of the rich crops of science to go 
back and sift them out. If Christ ever made the remark 
that we should observe truth and justice, he said only what 
every person arouud us may be heard to say often enough. 
Men hav always desired, and enjoined in a general way, the 
observance of truth and justice; just what constituted truth 
and justice in particular cases is that which has been difficult 
to determin. On this, Christ helped us to no knowledge 
instead, he put the searchers for it on the wrong track for 
centuries. It is Science that is progressivly endowing us 
with this exact knowledge of truth, on social rights and 
duties and on all other matters; and it is in service to her, 
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and in ridding believers of that engrossment of attention by 
Christ’s crackbrain doings and sayings that keeps them from 
joining us in this service, that we must expend all our en- 
deavor.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Bramsy, Ip., June 18, 1890. 

Mn. Epnrrog: People for the want of knowledge and ex- 
perience very often form wrong ideas and teach very absurd 
doctrins. Is Geath-bed evidence true? has always been a 
question of doubt in my mind. How can we possibly know 
for certain that it is a fact, after our dying friends tell us 
that they are going to heaven? I will admit that it seems 
reasonable that if a person ever tells the truth in his life, it 
will be when death is staring him in the face, ready to usher 
him into eternal happiness or eternal torment. But I come 
to the more reasonable conclusion that no one has ever died 
in a rational state of mind. A person racked with fever and 
pain cannot be in a perfectly rational state of mind. Do not 
the medicins generally given in sickness intoxicate or im- 
pair the brain? Therefore if a person is sick, and under the 
influence of medicin, and just before death should say to his 
friends: ‘‘ I am going to join the angels; I see heaven wide 
open, and I am going there; I do not fear death,” etc.; that 
is no positiv proof to me that he goes there, even if the fact 
was established that there is a heuven and hell. No one 
would desire eternal punishment in preference to eternal 
happiness, even if he deserved the punishment. If a man 
commits a crime and he is arrested, and is to be tried before 
the courts of our country, he will naturally desire to be 
cleared, although he knows he has disobeyed the law, and 
most criminals really think they will be cleared. As the 
fact of the existence of a heaven and hell are not established, 
for a person on his death-bed to say, ‘‘ I am going to heaven,” 
does not even prove that there is a heaven; and if he were 
to say, "Iam going to hell,” it would not prove that there 
is a hell. Some people's minds are stronger than others in 
life, and it may be that some minds are weaker than others 
when death seizes them. Iam of the opinion that when one 
is dying and says, “I am going to heaven,” the assertion is 
brought about by the desire of heaven, or the fear of hell, 
and probably if he should rally and overcome death and liv, 
he would remember nothing he had said regarding heaven. 
And if one should say, ‘‘ There is no chance for me; I hav 
waited too long; I am going to hell; I can see the terrible 
spectacle,” it does not even tend to prove that there is a hell, 
and I would apply the same reasonable hypothesis as in the 
other case. I hav cared for and nursed a great many sick ; 


hav given a great deal of medicin, and know its effects upon 


the human system. I hav never died, but hav been so low 


with fevers several times that I was given up by both friends |’ 


and physicians. Once I contracted a violent case of malarial 
fever in the far South. It kept metwo months. I was given 
upto die. I thought I was going to die. Iwas an orthodox 
Christian believer then. My thoughts were, during my ill- 
ness, sometimes on the terrors of hell, and sometimes on the 
joys of heaven. I came to the point that I thought I was 
just about to leave this earth. I called to my nurse. I told 
him I was going to die, and was going to heaven. I could 
see Jesus at the right hand of God; could see my angel 
mother, and all my departed friends, all in white robes, with 
long snowy white wings, whose tips reached the ground. 
They beckoned me to come, etc. 
about what I could see in heaven, etc. But I did not 
die. But if I had died, all the clergy and Christians in that 
whole country would hav said that I went straightway to 
heaven. I was then quiet for about ten minutes. Then I 
was down in hell among the devils. I could see the old 
devil and the young devils, with chains about their necks, 
and with pitchforks. They were forking the brimstone 
flames over the poor victims of eternal hell. I was telling 
my nurse all about these horrors.. Now, if I had died while 
speaking of hell and its torments, all the clergy and Chris- 
tians would hav said I went to hell sure. When I got well 
my nurse told me of the things I had said, but I did not re- 
member it at all. One thing I am glad of, that what people 
say is not always true. 
to torture people in after death. I hav ceased to believe in a 
hell prepared by a merciful and loving God. I hav no fear 
of hell now. Ido not think death-bed evidence is reliable. 
If all the best friends I hav were to die, and say while dying 
that they were going to heaven, it would not be positiv proof 
that they are going there. Maybe there is no heaven. It 
may be that death endsall. If there be a heaven and hell, I 
think the only way to reach heaven is by right doing. I 
do not think the way to gain heaven consists in believing 
something or having faith in something tbat a person cannot 
possibly believe or hav faith in. I cannot believe thata God 
would create and hav me brought into the world without my 
consent; created as Iam with a mind so that I cannot be- 
lieve certain things (that must be believed according to 
Christian doctrin in order to gain heaven), and then damn 
me forever because I cannot believe. Why, it would be hor- 
rible. I would not do the like. And if there is a God with 
intelligence and ingenuity enough to create the earth, sun, 
moon, stars, and man, I think his mercy would far exceed 
mine, for mercy and intelligence are, or should be, in unison. 
Cuas. A. GLENN. 


Forr Pieres, S. D., May 29, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Thus far I hav been able to procure but one 
Subscriber, but the leaven is working, and I trust before the 
summer is past I shall hav more names on your books. I 
hav wondered if I could not write short stories of adventure 
that would be of interest to your readers. Ihav been twenty- 
four years in Dakota and nearly all of that time employed by 
the government in activ service as scout, guide, and inter- 
preter. During this long period I hav had many adventures. 
One, illustrativ of * Christian charity,” I will relate. Early 


I was telling my nurse all 


And maybe there is no eternal hell 


in the spring of 1885 I was sent upon a special mission from 
Fort Keogh, Mont., to Pine Ridge or Red Cloud agency in 
southwestern Dakota, a distance, the way I had to go, of 
about five hundred miles. I rode an Indian pony which was 
shod in front only. My route took me through the Black 
Hills country, where busy and important mining towns had 
already sprung into existence. I came first to the town of 
Spearfish; next to Deadwood, the metropolis of the Hills, 


wedged in between two mighty mountains. Here I rested 


two days; then on to Rapid City, a town at that time of 
about two thousand inhabitants, forty-five miles from Dead- 
wood, and lying on the plain close to the foot-hills. From 
Rapid City to Pine Ridge was about one hundred and twenty- 
five miles, and no towns lying between. A survey, however, 


had been made for a railroad to Rapid City, and my way 
was along the line of survey. White settlers had begun to 


locate claims, so that every mile or two I found the cabins 
and shanties of the pioneer homesteaders. Toward evening 
of my first day out from Rapid City my horse became sud- 
denly very lame. Having no shoes on his hind feet, the 
long distance and rough road through the mountain had 
worn his hoof through to the quick. Near by was a little 
cabin, where I applied for shelter for the night. The single 
occupant, a young man, told me that I was welcome to all 
that he had, which was little enough to eat and absolutely 
nothing for my horse. He advised me, if I could, to go 
on a mile and a half, where I would find the Bennett 
brothers, who were well fixed for keeping travelers, with a 
good stable, hay and oats for my horse, and a commodious 
house, nearly completed, that I could sleep in. 

Iam a member of the G. A. R., 80 I asked him if he knew 
of any members about there. He said no, but he thought 
the Bennett brothers had served in the war; that they were 
twin brothers, about fifty years old and from the state of 
Maine. I decided to go on, hoping to find a hearty welcome 
from a comrade of the late war. The sun had disappeared 
behind the mountains when, tired and hungry, I reached 
the Bennett ranch, leading my disabled horse, which I tied 


to the fence, and proceeded to the house, through the open. 


door of which I saw the family, consisting of the brothers, 
their wives—-who were childless—and an adopted child, a 
bright, intelligent girl of ten, at supper. The brothers 
turned their faces squarely toward me, scanning me closely 
as I approached the door, observing which I gave the hailing 
sign of our order so plainly that had they been members 
they certainly would hav recognized it. To my disappoint- 
ment the signal was not answered, and I knew they were 
not members. When I reached the door the following dia- 
log ensued : 

** Good evening.” 

** Good evening." 

** Can I get accommodations here to-night for myself and 
horse ?” 

* No; we don't keep travelers. Mr. Lewis livs two miles 
further on; he's better fixed 'n we are. Guess he'll keep ye.” 

* But, my friends, my horse is very lame—so lame that I 
don't see how I can £o any farther, and I am very tired and 
hungry. If you will giv me something to eat and something 
for my horse, 1 will pay liberally for it, and I can sleep on 
the prairie; it is not cold, and I am accustomed to camp- 
life." 

* No; we don't want strangers camping around here. 
You'd better go on to Mr. Lewis." 


** Well, do you know of any members of the Grand Army 


living in this neighborhood?" 

* Grand Army! 
Selv&. Are you a clergyman?” 

t No-0; not exactly a clergyman.” 

“ But you are a professor ?? 

** Oh, yes; praise the Lord. I’m & professor.” 

* Come in, brother; hav some supper. You can stay 
here. David, go and put the gentleman's horse in the 
stable.” 

Here were two men fifty years old born and raised in the 


state of Maine who had never heard of the Grand Army of 


the Republic, who supposed there was no Grand Army but 
the ‘‘army of the Lord.” 

When he used the term *' professor? I knew he was a Bap- 
tist, so of course while I was there I was a Baptist too— 
had to be or get fired out. I was not surprised in the morn- 
ing at the breakfast table when I was called upon to say 
grace, and I was not unprepared, for I had been rehearsing 
an hour before anyone was up, so I banged away with a 
blessing, and I must hav got it off all right, for it didn't sour 
the milk or addle the eggs. "The cold shivers ran down my 
back, however, when we were done eating, to see everybody 
ranging themselvs in a circle round the room. 
prayers, and they'll ask me to lead in prayer!” But they 
didn't. Istayed with them & week till I could get my horse 
shod. During the entire week they delegated the table 
service to me, while the brothers took turn and turn about 
praying. E. H. Axzison, Scout U. S. A. 


Monrreier, IND., June 11, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Thinking you would be so kind as to let me, 
a subscriber, occupy a small space in which to state a few 
facts in reply to the article in Taz TaurH SEEKER of May 
31, 1890, by H. Wettstein, entitled, ** A Challenge to Medi- 
ums," I proceed to write the following. There is a lecturer 
and medium by the name of Colby, from California, that 
was in Jay county, perhaps ten miles from Montpelier, that 
gave lectures and tests of independent slate-writing. My 
health is such that I seldom get from home, and could not 
attend the meetings, therefore I cannot make my statements 
as definitly as I otherwise should. I recently visited Lindley 


Blackledge, M.D., of Pennville, who showed me a small 


slate that had on it green leaves, a red flower, and several 
names Of relativs of himself and wife all plainly written, and 
one of them across the picture, part in slate-pencil color and 


Why, we are unworthy members our- 


“Family 


part in yellow. Dr. Blackledge told me that he bought two 
slates out of a pile in a store and took them to the Hall, five 
miles distant; a lady cleaned them, and he placed one on 
the other. 
his right hand, a third party holding the opposit corners of 
the slates, and he, the doctor, holding the medium’s left 
hand, they holding the slates as high as the top of their 
heads and standing on their feet without any table to con- 
ceal their tricks. 
minutes in the lecture room, in full view of the audience, 
with kerosene lamps in full blaze, and when they let them 
down the upper side of the under slate was as I saw it, 
which was perhaps six weeks after it was written. 
were said to be other slates written on that are good tests, 
which I hav not seen—one of them written on in full day- 
light. 
fied to by any desirable number of reliable witnesses, and 
the writing is on the slates, held sacred as tokens from the 
departed. 


Mr. Colby took one corner of the two slates in 


They held the slates in that position a few 


There 


The slate-writing tests above described can be testi. 


I will now describe a second test. My wife and I went to 


Anderson Sept. 26, 1889, to the state association of Spiritual- 
ists. 


When we got off the train, not knowing anyone, we 
secured a guide to conduct us-to Westerfield Hall, where 
the first meeting of four days’ term was in session. When 
we entered a woman was speaking. We seated ourselvs 
behind all the audience. The speaker finished the lecture in 
perhaps fifteen minutes, when a stranger came to us and 
spoke, calling us by our names, William and Eunice, and 
said to me, ‘‘Sarah and Hannah are here, and Hannah has 
her hand on the lady’s head "—describing her minutely, and 
—‘*T see a gentleman by you "—describing him, and put- 
ting his hand on his right side he said —'* It seems as though 
he had a sore here in his last sickness." He also said, '*I 
perceive you had trouble getting here. One class of spirits 
were opposed to your coming and did what they could to 
prevent it, but another class wanted you to come and en- 
couraged you what they could." The facts are, I had two 
sisters, Sarah and Hannah, and a brother Aaron that died of 
a scrofulous fistula running around his right side, all of 
whom he accurately described; and we had so many 
hindrances in getting away from home that we thought we 
should not succeed in getting started. 

T will next describe an instance of Quaker inspiration in 
1848. My wife’s father, Horton Brown, a Hicksite Friends 
minister, made an appointment to preach at a private house, 
having obtained the consent of the owner. When the time 
came I went with him, and found a few friends there, and 
the family anxiously looking for a Free Will Baptist lady to 
preach there at the same hour—a set-up job to cut him out. 
I was vexed, and wanted him to leave, but he coolly replied 
that there was no hurry, s0 unlike himself that I was sur- 
prised. He finally proposed that he would occupy the time, 
and if she came, he would giv the place to her. But she 
failed to appear. He preached the finest historical sermon I 
ever heard, giving an account of the emperor Constantine 
and of .the various councils to formulate the various Chris- 
tian creeds and dogmas and to decide what books were 
canonical and what not in constructing the holy Bible, and 
what terrible quarrels they had among themselvs, and what 
deceit, fraud, and corruption they practiced at these coun- 
cils, quoting the church fathers, St. Augustine, Athanasius, 
and others, quoting quite freely from the historian Mosheim. 
The next day he and I were at work on the farm. I com- 
menced asking him questions in regard to some things he 
had said, and found he Knew very little about what he had 
said on the subject. He replied by saying that he had read 
ecclesiastical history when he was young and supposed he 
became illuminated so much that it came to him. 

Next I will tell of an incident in 1850. I went to my 
father-in-law’s house onesummer morning and spoke to him, 
and he said, ‘‘ Well, William, I was at thy father's last night 
[a place he had never seen] and I saw Aaron [my brother], 
and he showed me the garden, yard, and orchard "—and 
went on to describe them, and after he had finished his de- 
scription I told him he must be slightly mistaken, and told 
him how it was the last time I saw it. He replied, ‘‘ That 
was the way I saw it, anyhow.” I went to the place the fol- 
lowing autumn and found it the way he described it, instead 
of the way I thought it was. There had been changes made 
sinee I saw it. 

Tosum up the evidence. The slate-writing test I think 
contains all Brother Wettstein’s five conditions, though 
written prior to them, therefore we will conclude it is a 
genuin spirit communication, the picture and writing being 
well executed in only a few minutes. The Anderson test 
conveys the evidence of the presence of my spirit sisters and 
brother, and that there is a class of spirits that did not want 
us to go to the association for fear we might giv or receive 
an influence that they did not want, because they are afraid 
of the truth; also that as we find in this world, so will we 
find in the next, ignorance, prejudice, bigotry, superstition, 
and human frailties generally. The foregoing account of 
Quaker inspiration shows that there is a class of spirits that 
wish to giv the inhabitants of earth the truth as they under- 
stand it, and another class that would tell a lie for the glory 
of God, that still worship old creeds and dogmas and are 
afraid to let the truth be known; and in this case the woman 
was unable to fill the appointment, therefore that party was’ 
foiled; or i, shows that it was not spirits, but the speaker 
was self-iliuminated. 

I wish I knew more of mind acting on mind and mind act- 
ing on itself. If the mind can act on itself to enable one to 
reveal buried facts or truths or to visit places that it has 
never seen while the physical body is in bed asleep, does it 
not go to prove the independence of the mind or spirit of 
the physical body, that foreshadows the life beyond? I 
thank Brother Wettstein for his candor, and think he is 


honest, and also thank Brother Macdonald for giving both 
sides & hearing. 


WILLIAM ALLEN. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


The Robin’s Song. 


Robin Redbreast sat on the garden fence, 
And he was a bird of intelligence; 

He oped his mouth with a tra-la-le, 

And this was the song that he sang to me: 


* Up, chipper cherry, and chip cherry, down, 

There's a school away in a goodly town 

Where the lads and lassies are bright and true, 

And as sweet and fresh as the Morning dew; 

"Twould delight your heart and gladden your 
eyes 

To see how bard each little one tries 

In all that is good and true, to excel, 

That they each of many good works may tell. 

They hav teachers kind, and they mind them, $00, 

Except sometimes, they forget todo 

Just everything that is told them—yet, 

Maybe you, yourself, might sometimes forget— 

Since no one on earth can quite perfect be, 

And all hav faults—well, except you and me!” 


Robin Redbreast paused, with a knowing wink, 
Aud then went on with a '* Ohip, chipper, chink.” 


“ But these little ones, as I hav been told, 
Are about a8 good as the best of gold ; 

Aye, much better tnan gold, for they can see, 
They can hear, they can talk, can learn to be 
The best kind of children, noble and true, 
Rich in the graces, and in goodness too. 
Now, gold is a metal, and can’t do that, 

It has no eyes and is blind as a bat; 

It has no ears, no speech—it has no thought, 
Neither does it know how much it is sought. 
But the worth of a child has not been told— 
Its value exceeds a world full of gold ; 

And the tiniest child in that town there 

Is & priceless jewel, shining and fair; 

And under the touch of a training hand, 
Ohildren, like flowers, grow and expand. 

Up the ladder of time they are climbing, 
And chaplets of roses they are twining, 

To wear, by and by; in the school of life, 
When they reach its cares, its work and ita strife.” 


Just then a sparrow perched on a tree, 
Espying the robin, sharply said he— 
* Ah, friend, good morning, good morning, I say ! 
May I ask the tune you are singing to-day, 
With such a rollicking, musical note 
That, realiy, you're almost splitting your throat Li 


“Swick !" chirped the robin, “I?ll tell you right 
here, 

And you may go spread it both far and near ! 

I sing the praise "—and the robin sang low— 

* Of some little boys and girls that I know, 

Who would not disturb the eggs in my nest, 

Nor hurt my house, or my babies molest. 

They know ’tis better to love than to hate, 

Bo they never frighten me or my mate." 


Ilistened again, and the bird went on 
To sing of the children in this good town. 


* They know,” sang he, ‘‘ as well as you or I— 
The truth of the same no one can deny— 

That doing the best, and all that one can, 
Doth make of & boy a right noble man, 

And changes the girl to a woman true, 

Good enough for me, and also for you; 

And the one who the brightest crown shall wear, 
. Here below; or above, or anywhere, 

Is he who, true as the stars in the sky, 

Turns away from wrong; and ever doth try 

To practice the right, whate’er his station, 

No matter about his name or nation. 

And these little ones, be they more or less, 
Each has the power to harm or to bless; 

To aid in making the world much better, 

Or still to rivet each chain and fetter. 

But there is reason to hope and believe, 

These same darlings will ne’er make us grieve; 
But they will, in the good time to come— 
Though some may afar in other lands roam— 
Be the pride and joy of teacher and friend, 
Whose love and good. will around them doth blend. 


* In this very fine school there are some gems 
Which are fit to be set in diadems. 

One is called Punctual—Wisdom another, 
And System, who sticks close as a brother. 
Rely on Yourself, and Mister Workwell, 

Of peace &nd contentment they both can tell. 
Then there's Charity, white as an angel 

Bent us to cheer—a blessed evangel. 

Her mantle i8 broad, it covereth all; 

Bince no one is sure that he may not fall, 
She says, ‘ Let us be kind to each other, 

And see in each a sister or brother.’ 


“Then, there are others—you've known them 
before— 

Their names hav been mentioned once, twice, or 
more. 

I'm sure you hav heard of one Mister Try, 

In this goodly school he ever is nigh ; 

His partner—chip ”—and the robin looked queer— 

** Oft is referred to as ‘Old Persevere ! 

‘A frierd of this school—a friend of mine, too— 
Has told of the good that these giants do; 
How.they work wonders in science and art, 
When ruled by Patience and Mister Great Heart! 
Then, there's stout I Can, and the prince I Will~ 
They won't let * Can't Do It' step o'er the aill; 
For he is a foe much to be dreaded, 

And long since ought to hav been beheaded, 
But, when tempted to injure a neighbor, 
Brave-eyed Won’t Do It asks as a favor, 
That the hand and the tongue each will refrain 
_ From the deed or the word that carries but pain.” 


*Tm sure,” chirped the bird, * these children 
will be 


In the future just what we wish to see; 

And these little boys, and little—women, 

Will each come to be the good citizen: 

Healthful and truthful, good-natured and bright, 
Cheerful and rosy as morning's fair light, 
Earnest and faithful to every trust, 

They shall be counted with the true and just. 
And I will sing always; chip, cherry, down, 

Of the bright children in the goodly town.” 


Then the Robin Redbreast flew off the fence, 
And he was a bird of intelligence. - 
Bo, I've told you the song he sang to me, 
With a tra-la-la-la, tra-la-le. 8. H. W. 
——— — E ——————- 
Corner Gospel. 
ABOUT OIGARETS. 

It is said that nervous diseases and insanity 
are on the increase; that these diseases are 
even prevalent among young people and 
children. 

It is said, too, that one great cause of such 
ailments is tobacco—the smoking of cigars 
and cigarets. 

There is an enormous consumption of 
cigarets in the United States, more than one 
not acquainted with the figures would think. 

The United States commissioner, in his 
returns for the year 1888, declares that a tax 
that year was collected on 2,151,515,360 
cigarets. 

Inquiry shows that the bad habit of smok- 
ing these innocent-looking cigarets is not 
confined to grown men and women, but that 
school-boys and school-girls are habitual 
users of the same. 

Now, let us look at the composition of 
a cigaret. Stumps of cigars, the end that has 
been held in the mouth of nobody knows 
whom, or how much he may hav been diseased 
with cancer or other fetid sickness, some 
morphine, or some form of arsenical prepara- 
tion. This is wrapped in some cotton paper 
manufactured from the rags collected by rag- 
pickers in the streets and elsewhere. Oh, 
but the rags are cleaned, you say. Yes, but 
the lime used in cleaning and bleaching is 
harmful to the throat and nasal passages of 
the cigaret smoker. There is a kind of rice 
paper used to wrap cigarets in, but this is 
not used much, the other being so much 
cheaper. 

You can readily see how such a compound 
would naturally affect a consumer. 

A young man in the very prime of life 
gradually began to “run down’’—became 
pale and thin, and was obliged to leave his 
business and go away for his health. He 
came back no better than he went. Then it 
was the cause of his illness became known. 
He was & smoker of cigarets. He abandoned 
the habit, became well and happy. Another 
persisted in the habit, not knowing, perhaps, 
the certain and sure injury he was working 
upon himself. He sickened and died from 
poison by arsenic imbibed from cigarets. 

There are few sadder sights than a victim 
of a ruinous habit on the road to sure destruc- 
tion—health gone, trembling, tottering, 
shaking, though in the prime of his years, a 
mental anda moral wreck, nervous, unhappy, 
despondent. 

There is no more beautiful picture than 
that of a healthy, happy, vigorous manhood 
and womanhood, clean, sweet, full of 
strength, physically, mentally, morally, in all 
ways a Clear, firm understanding, a king, a 
queen, ruling over all false appetites and evil 
passions. Sweet health of body, health of 
mind, unstained and unpolluted by the touch 
of poison in any way, its owner can face the 
world in his strength and nobility. 

Aim to rise superior to everything that 
would harm and destroy. Resolve to bea 
man in the full meaning of the word, a wo- 
man in all that constitutes true womanhood. 
The world needs such to do its work. 


8. H. W. 
eoe 


Nine Tailers Make a Man. 

Everybody has heard of the saying that it 
takes nine tailors to make a man, and the 
general supposition is that it reflects upon 
tailors in some indefinit manner, and no one 
knows where the saying originated. Now, 
the truth is, explains Golden Days, that the 
saying is misquoted, and the proper word is 
“ tailers” or ‘‘ tellers,” not ‘tailors,’ as 
often written, and its origin can be traced 
back several centuries. 

It was one of the customs when a person 
died in the parish to toll the church bell once 
for every year of the deceased’s life. But 
nobody from this could tell the sex of the 
departed, so the sexton, to gratify public 
curiosity, after ringing in the usual way the 
number of years, would giv eight quick 
strokes if the deceased was a woman, and 
nine if it was aman. These being rung at 
the end of the strokes for the years were 
called ‘‘ tailers," and thus nine tailers made a 
man. 


“A Thoughtless Yes," by Helen H. 
Gardener. 

* A Thoughtless Yes." This is the taking 
title of Helen Gardener’s last book, in paper 
covers and containing two hundred and 
thirty pages. It holds a handful of bright, 
brilliant stories, nine in number, and they 
are written-in the author’s clear, vigorous, 
and comprehensiv style. The matter of them 
offers food for thought and reflection. 

It is a book for the seaside, for summer 
afternoons. Everyone will want to read this 
bright and breezy offering of a clear-seeing, 
witty, and intellectual woman, so no doubt it 
will find a ready market and buyers by the 
million. It is published by the Belford Co., 


New York. Susan H. WIXON. 
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& Little Jick Horner Sat in the Corner.” 

** Whenever I go back and forth to school, 

How many quite bad little boys I see!” 

This was Jack Horner's brief soliloquy 

As he sat by the chimney on & stool 

(It is quite clear that Johnny was no fool) 

Eating a piece of Christmas pie; and he 

Could not help feeling—very properly— 

Thankful that he was one who, as a rule, 

Had his good things, while other boys had 
none; 

A small boy's grace it was before his pie, 

A plum appeared, which he did not refuse, 

When he took up the moral he’d begun— 

(Bis childish egotism pray excuse) 

* Oh, what a very, very good boy am I!” 


—St. Nicholas. 
M 


To Taxes Our a Rusty Sorew.—The hinge 
of the woodhouse door was broken, and 
Farmer John, who never liked to see things 
going to pieces, went to work to replace the 
broken hinge with a new one, says the Amer. 
ican Agriculturist. The old screws, however, 
had rusted, and, although a man of muscle, 
not one of them could Farmer John budge, 
until Willie came out to see what was going 
on. Now, Willie is a great reader. His 
father often thinks he spends too much time 
over his books. ‘‘ Let us try the Russian 
way,” said Willie; and going to the house he 
heated the kitchen poker red-hot, and pressed 
it to the head of the screw for 8 few minutes, 
when the screw was easily taken out with a 
screwdriver. So much for ‘ book learning.” 


So much more for the brigat boy. 
— er 


ATTAR Of roses is a volatil oil of soft con- 
sistency, is negrly colorless, and is obtained 
from rose water by setting it out during the 
night in large open vessels and early in the 
morning skímming off the essential oil which 
fioats at the top. The India and Persia roses 
are chiefly used in its manufacture, and it is 
stated that 10,000 bushes with 100,000 roses 
will yield only 180 grains of attar. It is a 
delicious perfume, and is exported to Euro- 
pean countries in small vials, and is exceed- 
ingly costly. The word ‘‘attar” is traced to 
the Arabic ‘‘i’tr,” which means perfume. 

ee ——————— 

Tux political maxim, ** To the victors be- 
long the spoils,” is usually attributed to Will- 
iam L. Marcy, secretary of war in Polk’s ad- 
ministration, and secretary of state under 
Pierce. In a speechin the Senate, in 1842, 
he said; ‘‘ They see nothing wrong in the 
tule that to the victors belong the spoils of 
the enemy.” The same sentiment is ex- 
pressed by Catiline to bis followers, as given 
in the Catiline conspiracy in Sallust. 

———— — —e-$-9»——— —————— 

Tue old common law said that all robbers 
and felons be pursued ‘‘ with horn and with 
voice" from county to county. This means 
of communication was called the ‘‘hue and 
cry.” This title was given toa gazet which 
advertised felons in 1710. 
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Poetry. 


The Pope and the Sultan. 


The pope he is a happy man, 

His palace is the Vatican. 

And there he sits and drains his can; 
The pope he is a happy man. — 

I often say when I'm at home 

Pd like to be the pope of Rome. 


And then there's Sultan Saladin, ` 
That Turkish soldan, full of sin; 
He has a hundred wives at least, 
By which his pleasure is increased. 
I've often wished, I hope no sin, 
That I were Sultan Saladin. 


But no, the pope no wife may choose, 

And so I would not wear his shoes. 

No wine may drink the proud paynim, 

And so I'd rather not be him. 

My wife, my wine, I love, I hope, 

And would be neither Turk nor pope. 
—Johann Wilhelm Gléim. 


tt 
Paradise and the Sinner—New Version. 


One morn a sinner at the gate 
Of Eden stood disconsolate, 
And as he pondered on the things 
In life he’d done, his wild oats sowing, 
He felt the pangs that conscience brings, 
And both his cheeks with shame were glow- 
ing. 


He thought of all the vows he’d broken, 
He thought of falsehoods lightly told, 
Of all the hasty words he’d spoken, 

And all the tricks he’d played for gold. 
** Ah, me!" he cried, ** I own my sin, 
Bo, pitying angel, let me in." 


The angel heard the sinner's tale, 
He blushed not, neither turned he pale, 
But ** Think you, then,” in wrath he cried, 
** For crimes like these to pass inside? 
Your life’s not been so badly spent ; 

You must do something worse by far, 
Come back with something to repent, 

And then I'll raise the crystal bar." 


The sinner he flew from the spot sublime 
Away to the earth below, 
* I wonder," he thought, ‘what kind of 
crime i 
Is reckoned the worst en kaut.” 


. He picked a pocket and stole a purse; 


Ea 


He plotted against the crown; 
He changed two babies put out to nurse, 
And he left a dog to drown. 


** Good,” said the angel as he heard 
A list of the sinner’s sins ; 
** But this is only about a third 
Of the crime that entrance wins. 
Your record, I trow, must be blacker far 
Before I can raise the crystal bar.” 


The sinner flew back to the earth once more, 

And he steeped his hands in his brother's 
gore; 

He poisoned his wife by slow degrees, . 

And hanged his twins on a couple of trees; 

And then with a broken and rusty saw 

He cut off the head of his mother-in-law ; 

And he cried, as a shuddering world turned 
sick, . 

“Tf the chaplain’s right, I hav done the 
trick.” 


- Once more he stood before the gate 


And told his tale and asked his fate. 

The angel smiled—said, ** Right you are,” 

And swiftly raised the crystal bar. 

But oh, when the sinner was once inside, 

** There is some mistake!" he in terror cried, 

As down in the bottomless pit he fell, 

And found he had knocked at the gate of 
hell. : 


** Tt was your mistake,” the angel said, 

** To think that because your hands were red 
You could pass at once to the realms above, 
The beautiful realms of peace and love. 

The clerical gents may tell you so, , 
But this is the place to which murderers go." 

— Referee. 
to — —— 
How the Women Went from Dover—1662. 


"The tossing spray of Cocheco's fall 

Hardened to ice on its rocky wall, 

As through Dover town, in the chill, gray 
dawn, 

Three women passed, at the cart-tail drawn! 


By the meeting-house in Salisbury town 
The sufferers stood in the red sundown, 
Bare for the lash! O pitying night, 

Drop swift thy curtain and hide the sight! 


With shame in his eye and wrath on his lip, 
The Salisbury constable dropped his whip. 
** This warrant means murder foul and red; 
Cursed is he who servessit,” he said. 


“ Show me the order, and meanwhile strike 
A blow at your peril!” said Justice Pike. 
Of all the rulers the land possessed, 

Wisest and boldest was he, and best. 


He scoffed at witcheraft; the priest he met 
As man meets man; his feet he set A 
Beyond his dark age, standing upright, 
Boul-free, with his face to the morning light. 


He read the warrant: “ These convey 

From our precincts; at every town on the 
way 

Giv each ten lashes!” ‘God judge the 
brute]! 


I tread his order under my foot! 

** Cut loose these poor ones and let them go; 

Come what will of it, all men shall know 

No warrant is good, though backed by the 
Crown, 

For whipping women in Salisbury town !” 


The hearts of the villagers, half released 
From creed of terror and rule of priest, 
Bv a primal instinct owned the right 

Of human pity in law’s despite. 


For ruth and chivalry only slept, 
His Saxon manhood the yeoman kept ; 
Quicker or slower, the same blood ran 
In the cavalier and the Puritan. 


The Quakers sank on their knees in praise 
And thanks. A last, low sunset blaze 
Flashed out from under a cloud, and shed 

A golden glory on each bowed head. 


The tale is one of an evil time, 
When souls were fettered, and thought was 
crime, á 
And heresy’s whisper above its breath . 
Meant shameful scourgings and bonds and 
eath ! : 


What marvel that, hunted and sorely tried, 
Even woman rebuked and prophesied, 
And soft words rarely answered back 

The grim persuasions of whip and rack! 


If her cry from the whipping-post and jail 
Pierced sharp as the Kenite's driven nail, 
O woman, at ease in these happier days, 
Forbear to judge of thy sister’s ways! 


How much thy beautiful life may owe 

To her faith and courage thou canst not 
know, 

Nor how from the paths of thy calm retreat 

She smoothed the thorns with her bleeding 
feet. —John. G. Whittier. 


oo —————— 


The 32d Day. 


On the 32d day of the 13:h month of the 8th 
day of the week, 

On the 25th hour of the 61st minute, well find 
all the things we seek ; 

They are there in the limbo of Lollipop land 
—18 cloud.island resting in air, 

On the nowhere side of the mountain of mist 
in the valley of overthere. 


On the nowhere side of the mountain of mist 
in the valley of overthere, 

On a solid vapor foundation of ctoud are 
palaces grand and fair; 

And there is where our dreams will come 
true and the seed of our hope will grow, 

On the thitherward side of the hill of hope 
in the hamlet of Hocus Po. 


On the thitherward side of the hill of hope in 
the hamlet of Hocus Po, 

We shall see all the things that we want to 
see and know all we want to know, ^ 

For there the old men will never lament, the 
babies they never wil! squeak 

In the cross-road corners of Chaosville, in 
county of Hidengoseek. 


In the cross-road corners of Chaosville, in 
county of Hidengoseek, 

On the 32d day of the 18th month of the 8th 
day of the week, 

We shall do all the thíngs that we please to 
do, and accomplish whatever we try, 

On the sunset shore of sometimeorother, by 
the beautiful bay of bimeby. - 

—8. W. Foss, in Yankee Blade. 
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9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstoin" Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce; 
$95. Bust open-face filled «crew case. $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more, Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


: DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 atone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
prilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, ritigs, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


Liberal Meeting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Mreethought Societies mecting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at. 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
8t.. Newark, N. J.. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad 
Wood sts., ab 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures ant 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates, 
—————————————MÓ 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 p.m. 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison i 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


ee 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall, All friends of human 


cultivation are invited. Marius HEIGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.m.,at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Nec. 


REIR KM E pM SN dr 
Elizur Wright Secular Union 


-Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 


days of each month at Independent Church. 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal gubjedie: 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt. 
gator are solicited, R. G. BITE, Cor. Sec. 


Ore Oa 
The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures,—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


hall at 2:30 P M. All Liberals are Dy in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. aire TE 


———— 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi. 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 


FRANELIN STEINER, Pres, 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P M. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL BS. ANDRES; Secretary. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS, 


Ehe Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phiet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ, standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents, 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
Sician, and the most sug» 
cessful in his specialty a» 
his practice will prove. 
Seud 10 cts. for his "Pri- 
vate Counselor." & book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses, It sets forth nn. 
External Application.—4 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of hase afflict 
ed. 


X AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him.” — The National View. 


Address, 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he i8 a reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that hehas performed 
oures of hopeless cages that in the olden time his 
akill would bave been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an boacst man anda 
stanch Liberal.—The Better Way. 
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Glews of the Beek. 


GERMANY and England hav settled their 
African claims, the former getting extension 
of territorv in the Congo State and the latter 
obtaining Uganda. 


A man has been arrested in X. Milton, 
Mass., for drawing five pensions under ficti- 
tious names. He would hav continued doing 
so had he not applied for & sixth. 


SwrroBMEN at Cleve- 
land struck on the 17th. 


Tus large cities in 
Japan are on the.verge of 
Btarvation. 


THE census has ascer- 
tained that Philadelphia 
has 1,000,000 population. 


AT Dunbar, Pa., thirty- 
One miners were killed 
by an explosion of gas 
on the 16th. 


In Louisiana there is 8 
fierce contest between 
parties for and against 
the lottery. 


Tue death rate in New 
York per 1,000 inhabit- 
ants has declined during 
the past ten years from 
26.2 to 24. 


In an affray between 
negroes and whites at 
Brookside, Ala., on the 
16th, one person was 
killed and several were 
wounded. 


ERE 


rt 
LT - 


t 


Joan D. RookKEFELLER, 
one of the three heads 
of the Standard Oil 
monopoly, every little 
while givs a huge check 
to some church. 


(GODS AND RELIGIONS |WORLD’s SAGES, THINKERS, |: 


AND REFORMERS. 


. OF 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


| Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
| oluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 8385pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
m 8vo,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
i 2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. 6.5 $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00O., 
28 Lafayette Place, N.Y. 


Gems of Thought. 


Tug man who with realizing earnest- 
ness believes the doctrin of exclusiv sal- 
vation, will habitually place the dogmatic 
above the moral element of religion; he will 
justify, or at least very slightly condemn, 
pious frauds or other immoral acts that sup- 
port his doctrins ; he will judge men mainly 
according to their opinions, and not according 

to their acts; he will lay 


SS 


A New plot against the 
czar has been discovered. 
The imperial palace at 


greater stress on those 
duties that grow out of 
an ecclesiastical system, 
than on those which grow 
out of the moral nature 
of mankind ; he will ob- 
tain the certainty that is 
necessary to his peace by 
excluding every argu- 
ment that is adverse to 
his belief; and he will 
above all manifest a con- 
stant tendency to perse- 
cution. On the other 
hand, men who hav been 
deeply imbued with the 
spirit of earnest and im- 
partial inquiry, will in- 
variably come to value 
such a disposition more 
than any particular doc- 
trins to which it may 
lead them; they will 
deny the necessity of 
correct opinions; they 
will place the moral far 
above the dogmatic side 
of their faith; they will 
giv free scope to every 
criticism that restricts 
their belief; and they 
will value men according 
to their acts, and not at 
all according to their 


Gatschira was under- 
mined. The guards at 
all the palaces hav been 
doubled. 


DAVID MARRIETH A FEW TIMES. 
David also took Abincam of Jezreel; and they were also both of them his wives.—1 Sam. xxv, 43. 


opinions. The first of 
these tendencies is essen- 
tially Roman Catholic. 
The second is essentially 
Rationalistic.—Lecky. 


Tax majority of Chris- 
tians believe in making 
the best of both worlds, 
though any candid reader 


+ 


of the New Testament 


Mzxroo, it is said, will : 
demand that the United States punish the 
ringleaders in the conspiracy for the conquest 
of Lower California. 


Tux Catholics in Italy hav asa last resort | 
got up petitions to the senate not to giv final; 
. enactment to the law that deprives the clergy 
of the handling of charities. 


THERE is much jealousy between Emperor 
William acd the chancellor whom he retired. 
Bismarck keeps talking in his private station, 
&nd William has notified foreign powers that 
the ex chancellor's utterances are unofficial. 


Rzneiovs animosity still embroils Crete. 
A few days ago Christians ambushed and 
shot three Turkish soldiers and a Cretan 
Mussulman. In revenge a party of Mussul- 
mans killed a Christian, and threaten further 
reprisals. 


On St. Anthony’s day 10,000 afflicted per- 
rons gathered at Father Mollinger's church in 
Allegheny City, Pa., to celebrate that day and 
benefit by the miraculous powers of curing 
that the priest is given out to possess. Each 
gave the church twenty-five cents to $5. 


A ormzENS' party is being organized in 
New York city to elect &n honest non- 
partisan municipal administration this fall. 
Unfortunately, tbe party bids fair to fall 
under clerical influence, and also into the 
hands of one of the parties aimed againat. 


Powperty asks Gompers for a meeting at 
which the general officers of the Knights of 
Labor may meet and refute charges made 
against them by the Federation of Labor. 
Gompers demurs to certain conditions of the 
meeting as unfair, but offers to take part in a 
fair interview. 


Herr Pevuxert, an Austrian Anarchist 
_».just landed, was roughly handled by his 
cC fellow-Anarchists at a meeting on the 18th. 
They suspect him of being a German spy sent 
to foment such disturbances here as will 
induce the American government to agree 
with Germany to extradite political offenders. 


Tur earl of Wemyss snd March recently 
assailed, in the House of Lords, the tendency 
of the government toward Socialist legislation, 
especially the inclination of the London 
county council to abolish ground rents. He 
said that not alone land, but freedom of con- 
tract and private enterprise were threatened ; 
and that to substitute state help for self-help 
would destroy the nation’s fiber. 


Mosr of the large cities complain that the 
census enumerators skipped many persons. 
St. Louis will demand & new count. Seven 
enumerators of Minneapolis hav been arrested 
hy deputy United States rnarshals on a 
charge of having added ten to forty thousand 
fictitious names, to add to the apparent popu- 
lousness of the city as contrasted with its 
rival, St. Paul. Minneapolis has held an in- 
dignation meetirg denouncing the accusation 
as a plot of St. Paul's. Inany event, Minne- 
- apolis will hav & new count. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes ot timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of & Woman. 
The Lady of the Club. 
Under Protest. _ 
For the Prosecution. g 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Gur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell's Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Tafavatta PIi.. Naw York. - 


ROME: REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience, 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 

Avery critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 
view. 

Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Miss Wixon's Works, 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12m0, 300pP., $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo; 888pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Btory-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
aoter as described in the New Testament. By Mil- 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “ Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8v0, 25 cents, 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
å Versified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings. 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. BOOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work,—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Qeylon, The ‘Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
nalist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 
the book. 

Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Row READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
oeream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. Itis now ready for delivery. 

Price, $1.09, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 


nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 
The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 


pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle? Price, 10 cents, j 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Publie Schools and the Catholie | 


Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


Candle From Under the 
Bushel 
(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 


Price, - - - 50 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The 


must see that they are a 
different order of Christians from the original 
sect, and hav virtually evolved a new religion 
to suit the times. The apostles and early Chris- 
tians were looking for the speedy return of 
Christ, and therefore taught contempt of the 
world. A good old man, who spent his days 
in prayer and tract distribution, was admiring 
the noble ship in which I was about to em- 
bark on & voyage around the world. “ Yes,” 
I said, ‘‘ we hope to hav some good times in 
her." ‘‘ Ah, my dear brother,” said he, ‘‘ we 
can’t take any pleasure in this world that has 
crucified our Lord.” His view of life was 
similar to that of the ** dear brother? who 
shut his eyes in the cars, lest the beauties of 
this world should distract his thoughts from 
Christ and the age to come. They considered 
inventions and arts as man’s effort to improve 
what God had condemned. Though Chris- 
tians generally may now disavow thése 
Pietistic views, they cannot deny their script- 
uralness ; and consistency should lead them 
to follow them, or else admit that the New 
Testament is not their infallible guide. These 
views of the future life, as being so immeas- 
urably the object of our concern, discourage 
efforts for the increase of knowledge and in- 
vention or the improvement of the material 
condition of man, the saving of his soul be- 
ing all that is worth attention, since the world 
and all in it is to be burnt up.— A. C. Adams. 


Ir for à moment we make way with our 
petty selvs, wish no ill to anything, apprehend 
no ill, cease to be but as the crystal which re- 
flects a ray—what shall we not reflect! What 
a universe will appear crystallized and radiant 
around us!— Thoreau. 


Serre sublime! Thou gav’st me, gav’st me 


all 
For which I prayed! Not vainly hast thou 
turn’d 
To me thy countenance in flaming fire: 
Gavest me glorious nature for my realm, 
And also power to feel her and enjoy ; 
Not merely with a cold and wondering 
glance, 
Thou dost permit me in her depths profound, 
As in the bosom of a friend to gaze. 
Before me thou dost lead her living tribes, 
And dost in silent grove, in air and stream 
Teach me to know my kindred. And when 
roars 
The howling storm-blast through the groan- 
ing wood, 
Wrenching the giant pine, which in its fall 
i Crashing sweeps down its neighbor trunks 
and boughs, 
While with the hollow noise the hill resounds : 
Then thou dost lead me to some sheltered 
| cave, 
, Dost there reveal me fo myself, and show 
Of my own bosom the mysterious depths. 
And when with soothing beam, the moon’s 
pale orb 
j Fall in my view climbs up the pathless sky, 
From crag and dewy grove, the silvery forms 
| Of by-gone ages hover, and assuage 
| The joy austere of contemplativ thought 
— Goethe, 


A JOURNAL 


OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as Second-cings Matter. 


ee ene ER 


- dilofes and Glipgings. 


Mes. Ameria Bioomer, who js now ninety : 
years of age, comes along with a tardy denial ; 
that she invented the Bloomer costume from 


AoooRDING to one of our subscribers who | which she achieved an extensiv fame. She 


belongs to Troop G, 1st Cavalry, stationed 
at Fort Custer, Mont., the outbreak of Chey- 


enne Indians has been 
exaggerated. He has 
just returned with the 
troop from among them, 
and reports gll quiet, one 
man only being killed, a 
ranchman named Fergu- 
son. 


A oLERK in the custom” 
house was told by the 
deputy collector the 
other day that his posi- 
tion was vacant, the of- 
fense being w! iting letters 
to President. Harrison 
and the Brooklyn post- 
master. The clerk's 
name is Azariah. When 
notified that he must 
leave he threw up his 
hands and protested sol- 
emnly, ‘‘Nobody but 
Jesus Christ has power 
to suspend me!” He re- 
fused to go, and devoted 
himself to addressing an- 
other of the manilla en- 
velopes which he has 
loaded the Brooklyn 
lamp-posts with. This 
had on it: ‘* Benjamin 
Harrison, you are a thief! 
You bought your way to 
the president’s chair! 
Damn the pope!” 


SezaxisG of the city 
election in that city, the 
Abingdon Enterprise 
says: * The pulpit struck 
a blow and every argu- 
ment imaginable was 
brought to bear on the 
voters.” Now, by what 
right did “the pulpit 
'gtrike a blow?" If the 
pulpit has a right to 
strike a blow at a city 
election, then it has & 
right to strike a blow at 
any and at all elections 
at national, state, con- 
gressional, and all other 
elections. Is the pulpit 
a political rostrum and 
the church services ‘on 
Sunday a political meet- 
ing? We tell you. Mr. 
Enterprise, and all you 
preachers, you are tread- 
ing a volcano, when you 
turn your pulpits into 
political rostrums, and 
your Sunday services 
into political meetings, 
whether at city elections 
or state and national elec- 
tions. Our political in- 
stitutions were not built 
that way. We say to 
you, hav & care. The 
world had enough of 
that sort of thing for a 
thousand years and more 
all over Europe.— Gales 
burg, lll, Press: and 
People. 


Tere was a colored baptizing in Atlanta 
the other day, reports the Journal of that 
city, but one of the converts was missing. 
When the committee went to look her up 


wads not, she says, the first person to wear it, 
this distinguished honor belonging to Mrs. 
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Elizabeth Smith Miller. 
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SCHOOLS.—A. 


Mrs. Bloomer took 
up the brief gown where Mrs. Miller laid it 
down, and wore it for five or six years in 
public and private. Mrs. Bloomer does not 
wear the Bloomer skirt now, but contents 
herself with the garment of conventionality. 


MU 
HY 
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HINT TO CHRISTIANS. 


FATHER Crow ey, a priest at Bantry, Ire- 
land, has been sentenced to a term of impris- 
onment for intimidating a Protestant clergy- 
man. 


they found her in the station house. She 


had ** borrowed" a white dress to be baptized 
in, but before she had occasion to wear it the 
owner missed it, took out a search warrant, 
and found it in the good sister’s possession. 
As a matter of course her arrest followed, 
and the church is now minus one member. 


On an average 85 more boys than girls are 
born in New York every week. On the 
average 55 more males than females die in 
New York every week. By force of natural 
increase, therefore, the female population 

"grows more rapidly than the male. During 


the past ten years, from this cause alone, the truth of what the chief justice states. 
burning at the stake! 


i the murders committed, where the murderer 
escaped because there was no witness but a 
negro or a Catholic! See the children of 
negroes sold to buy Church of England altar 


female population of the city has increased the negroes 
10,000 more than the male population. 


Crrizen Train, now a citizen of one of, 
Tacoma's suburbs, proposes to organize a; 


NorwirHBTANDING the decision of the su- 
preme court of Wisconsin that the reading of 
the Bible in the public schools of that state 
is unconstitutional, the school board at Eger- 
ton has continued to use the Bible in its 
opening exercises. 


The result has been the 
issue of a mandamus 
commanding the board 
to cause the teachers to 
cease the practice. 


(Tug Catholic News 
says; ‘“The Women’s 
Christian Temperance 
Union, in defiance of all. 
truth, honesty, and Chris- 
tianity, assails Chief Jus- 
tice Taney in his honored 
grave. This is a sad 
picture of the moral con- 
dition of these ladies. 
Unless they repent and 
make their peace with 
God, they must be num- 
bered with tbe repro- 
bates. It is a sad and 
melancholy state of af- 
fairs. But truth is pow- 
erful ard must prevail, 
even if some American 
ladiés devoted to temper- 
ance, and who suppose 
themselvs to be Chris- 
tians, lose their immortal 
souls. Chief Justice 
Taney did not declare 
that the negroes had no 
rights which the white 
man was bound to re- 
spect. On the contrary, 
he deplored the actual 
state of public opinion 
when the Constitution 
was formed, and when 
the Dred Scott case came 
before the Supreme Court 
of the Ucited States, 
Refer, unchristian 
women, to the decision 
as itstands in the reports. 
What does Chief Justice 
Taney say? Here are 


-his words: ‘Itis difficult 


at this day to realize the 


' gtate of public opinion in 


relation to that unfortu- 
nate race, which pre- 
vailed in the civilized 
and enlightened portions 
of the world at the time 
of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and when 
the Constitution of the 
United States was framed 
and adopted; but the 
public history of every 
European nation displays 
it in a manner too plain 
to be mistaken. They 
had for more than a cent 


. ury before been regarded 


as beings of an inferior 
order, and altogether un- 
fit to associate with the 
white race either in social 
or political relations, and 
so far unfit that they had 
no rights which the white 
man was bound to re- 
spect.’ Consult the laws 
of Virginia, Maryland, 
New York, New Jersey, 
and even Massachusetts, 
and you will see the 
See 
See 


company of five hundred American editors | plate! Shame on you women who degrade 


and take them around the world in fifty days 
next fall, at $500 per head. As the champion slanders. 


the name of American and Christian by your 
Let me cite in conclusion the 


globe-trotter, the Citizen thinks that he can words of a Puritan worthy: ' Unless you re 


outdo the best of Cook's guides. 


pent you'll all be damned Barebones.’ " 
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— Gommunications. 


"The Lord's Prayer in Our Public Schools. 


Rsligion, like the measles, is contagious, can be 
caught ina minute. Liberalism is evolution, always 
a slow process; it reswts from exercise of the rea- 
soning faculties, and can only be attained by earnest 
thought and diligent study. Honest hearted. people 
remain ensnared in superstition because they do not 
think. Many are really amazed, horrified, that any- 
one should object to the use of the Lord’s prayer in 
our public schools. They hav used or heard the 
prayer all their lives; always regarded it as the 
grandest embodiment of Obristianity, inculcating 
holiest reverence for Christ and God. 

Discussion will bring out the facts, and convince 
honest Christians how grossly they hav been de- 
ceived by taking things for granted without thought 
or examination. 

I want to call sttention to a few objections to the 
use of the Lord’s prayer in our publie schools, from 
the most devout Christian standpoint. 

To uge it is in direok violation of the express com- 
mands of Christ. In the verses immediately preced- 
ing the form of prayer (Matt. vi; 9-13) Christ ad 
morishes us in these words, verse 6: “But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy father which is 
in secret.” 

The revised version reads: “But thou when thou 
prayest enter into thins inner chamber, and having 
shut thy door, pray to the father which is in secret." 
How can we expect our children to reverence and 
obey the teachings of Jesus in other matters if we by 
precept and example teach them to disregard his 
plainest instructions in regard to prayer? If Christ 
did not mean what he go distinctly and unequivocally 
declares, who has suthority to inform us what he 
did mean? Ths. Roman Catholic depends on the 
pope snd the unwritten tradition, but what will 
Protestants do who declare “the Bible is our sole 
rule of faith and practice?” All are opposed to the 
teachers in our publie schoo!s giving their sectarian 
interpretation to any Bible texts. So the children 
must accept seripture just as it reads, and if they do 
they ean form no other idea from the words of Christ 
than that he requires they should, when about to 
use that form of prayer, go alone to their room and 
carefully shut the door eo that none can see or hear 
them. Christ insists the prayer should only be 
offered in seoret. To offer the prayer in a public 
school is then to teach the scholars to ignore and 
despise the teachings of Jesus. 

It is never quoted as Christ taught it. The Lord’s 
prayer when used in our public schools is never re- 
peated as Jesus gave it. Consequently every repeti- 
tion of it destroys reverence for Jesus, since even the 
very prayer he taught us bas, before it is suitable for 
our use, to be altered and amended by ihe wiedom 
of man. : 

Christ says: “ When ye pray, say, Aud forgi; us 
our sins, for we also forgiv everyone that is indebted 
[indebted, Greek, opAeilonti, what one has lent, a 
debt, what is justly due fo anyone] to us” (Luke xi, 


The revised version reads, “ For we ourselvs also 
forgiv everyone that is indebted to us.” 

Ere we oan offer this prayer we must remit, dis- 
charge, forgiv everyone who justly owes us anything 
or we declare a lie to the very face of God. Surely 
we ought to object to hav our children thus taught 
to bè utterly regerdless oi truth. 

Ii will be claimed the prayer is generally repeated 
as given in Matt. vi, 12: “ F'orgiv us our debts as we 
forgiv our debtors.” But in Matthew's version of the 
prayer we find an addition (verse 12):-“ For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for- 

. ever, amen”—fourteen words not found in Luke's 
version and omitied by Matthew in’ the revised ver- 
sion. If the assertion that we forgiv all debts due 
us ean be altered and amended, aud fourteen words 
added in the very prayer Christ taught, will not 
children be inclined to doubt all seripture? How 
are they to know when it is right to accept Matthew 
and reject Luke? If such discrepancies are daily 
forced upon their attention as exist in the Lord’s 
prayer in Matthew and Luke, both alike inspired of 
God and written under direction and influence of the 

. Holy Ghost, is there not great danger that the minds 
of the more intelligent pupile of our public schcols 
will be filled with serious doubts of the divine inspi- 
ration of any part of the holy scriptures ? 

It should not be used because it is blasphemous. 
The Lord's prayer should not be used in our public 
schools because its teaching is derogatory to the 
character of God, inasmuch as it charges God with 
leading us into temptation. “And lead us not into 
temptation” (Matt. vi, 13). No other inference is 
possible but that God tempts, solicits us to sin, and 

-tbat it is necessary to every day earnestly pray to 
him to induce him to refrain from so doing. The 
subtle theologians try to mend the matter by saying 
tbat in the original it is, Suffer us not to be tempted, 
put us not to trial or test. But the average pupil of 


our public schools is not up in Greek. The Greek 
is parazoo, to make trial, to prove, put to the test, 


to prove by soliciting to sin, to tempt; whence per-- 


asmos, trying, temptation, soliciting to sin. If school 
children desire to know the meaning of the word 
they would be most apt to prove scripture by script- 
ure, and find out the meaning of the words tempt and 
temptation wben used in other texts. “And he was 
there in the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan” 
(Mark, i, 13). “Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation” (Matt. xxvi, 1). “That Satan 
tempt you not" (1 Cor. vii, 5). We hav no way pro- 
vided to prevent the devil from tempting us. But we 
can cosx God not to tempt us if we pray him not to. 
= Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man” (James i, 13). Any ordinary 
smart child at school would wonder, if God never 
tempts any man, why did Jesus teach us to ask God 
not to lead us into temptation, and again, why James, 
inspired of the Holy Ghost, declares God does not 
tempt us. And itis certainly blasphemous to claim 

God does tempt or solicit us to sin. Yet the same 
Holy Ghost inspired Luke to write that Jesus said, 
* When ye pray say, Aud lead us not into tempta- 
tion." 

The use of the Lord's prayer in our publie schools 
robs children of self reliance, hinders and discour- 
ages cultivation of the principle of doing right from 
iove of right and discoursges cultivation of courage 
to resist evil. Matt. vi, 13: “But deliver us from 
evil.” That is, we are to rely on God to deliver us 
instead of making effort ourselvs. God leads us 
into temptation, and so if he does not deliver us from 
the evil, he slone is responsible for any sin com- 
mitted, since he leads us into it, and being almighty 
could deliver us if he would. If he does not and 
we perpetrate any crime, it is simply because it was 
his will and desire that we should. Suppose the 
Bible lesson preceding the Lord's prayer was Rom. 
ix, 11-23. Verse 18 reads: “Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he wiil hav mercy, and whom he will 
he bardeneth." Verses 21, 22: ‘ What if God, will- 
ing to show his wrath and to make his power known, 
endured, with much long suffering, the vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction: And that he might make 
known the riches cf his glory on the vessels.of mercy 
which he had afore prepared unto glory.” If the 
ninth chapter of Romans is true, God leads us into 
temptation and does not deliver from evil unless we 
are of the elect. It is true Rom. viii, 28, declares: 
“And we know that all things work together for 
gocd to them that love.God, to them who are called 
according to his purpose.” That last clause is care- 
fully omitted by the ministers. Not to those who love 
the Lord, but to those only whom he did predeati- 
nate for glory, do all things work together for good. 

The Lord’s prayer should not be used in our pub- 
lie schools, because it is simply a Jewish prayer, the 
| paternoster of the Kadesh. It is intensely objection- 
able because it is un-Christian, for it utterly ignores 
Jesus and teaches that we hav no need of Christ as 
cur mediator, savior, or redeemer. It instructs us 
to go direct to God in our own right, as a child to 
ite father, needing no intercessor. “Our father.” 
Our wants are to be made known snd forgivness 
of sins obtained, not through the merits or the aton- 
ing blood of Jesus, but on our own merits, because 
we “forgiv our debtors.” There is not the fainteat 
allusion to Christ, or any intimation that we hav any 
need of him in any way. Christian, honest now, do 
you desire your children to be taught Judaism in 
our public schools? Suppose the teachers read for 
a seripture lesson, “Before mo there was no God 
formed, neither shell there be afier me. I, even I, 
am the Lord, and beside me there is no savior” 
(Isa. xliii, 10, 11). 

_ If, it is claimed, it is Jesus, the savior himself, who 
is speaking, then, “I am the Lord and there is none 
else, there ig no God beside me. I girded thee 
though thou hast not known me: That they may 
know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, 
that there is none beside me. I am the Lord and 
there is none else” * (Isa. xlv, b, 6). If this is God, 
the father, speaking, he most positivly denies the 
son. If it is Jesus, he as positivly denies the father. 

Now, sfier reading the scripture, let the Lord's 
prayer be repeated. 

Mark the perfect harmony. God in the Old Tes- 
tament denies the savior, and the Lord's prayer in 
the New Testament repudiates and ignores the 
gavior. 

_ Oh, from a Christian standpoint, how very objec- 
tionable is the use in our public schools of the Lord's 
prayer ! f 

In conclusion just one objection from a patriotic 
standpoint. All admit that the very first duty of 
our public schools is to inculcate love and devotion 


* The declaration of Christ (John x, 83), **I and my father 
are one,” quoted by dishonest quibblers, trying to make it 
appear God spake of himself and Jesus as one person, is 
explained by Christ himself (John xvii, 21): ‘‘That they 
all may be one, as thou father art in me, and I in thee, that 
mney also ay be one in us.” 

hrist declares he and God are one, only as 
may be one in him and God. POE aa a 


z 
to our republic; a desire to perpetuate and sustain 


our American institutions, a government by the peo- 
ple, for the people. Will this be most surely accom- 
plished by teaching the children to every day pray to 
God for the speedy establishment of a kingdom? 
Will centering all their hopes of future happiness 
and glory in a coming kingdom—the every day pray- 
ing, “Thy kingdom come”—inspire self-sacrificing 
devotion to the republic ? 
C. B. RxvNorps. 
— a as 


Ghostology. 


The word “spirit” and the thoughts associated 
with it lie at the foundation of religious faith. 

As the word represents an abstraction or a phan- - 
tom, it has received no settled, accepted definition. 

Not cognizant to the senses, it cannot be manipu- 
lated nor analyzed. Each is at liberty to teach, be 
taught, or believe what he can, what he is told, or 
what is popular in his church, in his community, or 
whatever he may hav inadvertently accepted in his 
childhood, respecting it. Since its existence cannot 
be demonstrated to the understanding as are more 
material things, everyone is at liberty to believe 
what he pleases. j 

It is curious to observe how people are affected, 
influenced, as they come under the differeut varieties 
of this faith in spirits, or the spirit. What serious 
and sed mischief some forms of it work on human 
life and characier! 

The old and popular superstition that faith is far 
above and superior to reason, has done much to pre- 
pare the mind to acquiesce in the belief, and to trust 
implicitly in what is taught by the church and relig- 
ion concerning the spirit, without caring to inquire 
or to know anything more or further as to the au- 
thority, origin, or authenticity of the vague and con- 
flioting theories and notions people entertain. 

They believe it and are satisfied, and they would 
rather not be disturbed. 

The history of a religious faith is identified, if not 
ideniical, with the langusge in which it is first 
recorded. 

Religion had much to do in developing language, 
and in turn language much to do in developing re- 
ligion. They hav both added much in developing 
mental activity, but they bay been very far from 
always wisely engaging the mind. 

Religion had its uses in building up faith and thus 
leading men out of savageism. Knowledge will next 
supplant faith and lead men out of superstition. 

We osn trace our religion back to Greece through 
8 connected history. Our ideas of spirit originated 
or prevailed there. 

Not ove of the King James committee of forty- 
seven who gave us cur authorized version of the 
Bible was a competent Hebrew scholar, nor could 
tell us the meaning of these abstract characters or 
hisroglyphies of the ancient writers. The Greeks 
had the O!d Testament fluxed into their mythological 
dialect in a translation called the Septuagint, cent- 
uries before the Christian era. 

From this avowedly corrupt Greek version of the 
O'd and the grossly corrupted Greek New Testa- 
ment, where spirits, angels, demons, ghosts, and 
every other form of the invisible personalities are 
made to figure in fantastic roles, as found in the pop- 
ular literature of that day, and pictorially represented 
in our Bible, we hav derived our spirit theories and 
ghostolcgies, which hold us with such firmness and 
fidelity to our faith in the "spirit," which is the foun- 
dation and origin of that divine religion we call 
Christianity. Ee 
. Some of the opinions and beliefs of other pagan 
nations of Europe hav been incorporated with them 
since. The philosophers, the more learned and wise 
men of Greece, had a rational use for the word in 


their language which represented our word spirit. 


With them it meant the animus, impulse, the 
motiv, the sense or feeling that impelled men to 
action. 

It was uniformly understood among them and was 
intelligently used to express a definit thought. 

But the vast people, the uneducated masses, with 
the slaves, tock the abstract term without any clear 
mesning or understanding of it, and built on it, to it, 
aud around it a stupendous theory and system of 
mythology. 

They gava to the spirit a personality ; it existed in 
thousands of forms and qualities. It was every- 
where, did everything. Every motion in the outer 
world and every emotion within living things was 
produced by spirit, or a spirit. It was a demon, a 
spirit, a ghost, or a God, and all physical nature was 
alive, permeated and governed by these invisible ex- 
istences. Except with the few philosophers, this 
was the universal belief. There was an inferior 
mythical literature produced adapted to this faith. 
The preparation and dissemination of this gave em- 
ployment, popularity, and a living to those engaged 
init. Men with a little learning—sufficient to read 
and write—without science or philosophy, but ambi- 
tious for distinction as leaders, would naturally be 
attract: d to this field. 

Some of the more learned writers and scholars in 
that dsy took advantage of this mythological state 
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and taste of the people and adapted the style of com- 
position to it, as we see in Homer’s works, the 
* Iliad” and “Odyssey.” These writings in mytho- 
logical style are now our standard of Greek literature, 
called the classics. They hav for nearly two thou- 
sand years been the texts aud the theme for the in- 
spiration, in divinity schools,-for professors and 
students. 

The Chriatian clergy generally derived their faith 
in spirits from this source. The epistles of Paul 
and the other Naw Testament books were written by 
parties partially under the influence ‘of this Greek 
faith in spirita. l 

So that we find passages in that volume derived 
from the philosophers, and others representing the 
mythology as held by the masses of the more igno- 
rant and superstitious. The philosophers and most 
cultured men of Greece would not descend from 
their wiser philosophie opinions to the corrupt com- 
pound faith as compiled and taught by their less 
intelligent and inferior contemporaries, who became 
apostles and advocates of the system of religion they 
built up out of tradition, mythology, allegories, 
metaphors, fables, and legendary stories, and called 
Christianity. Our New Testament abounds in pas- 
sages recognizing a faith in these Greek demons or 
Spirits, 

Yet there are passages just as distinctly represent- 
ing the rational, intelligent view of the spirit as held 
by the philosophers. Modern Christians are divided 
in their faith and some are mixed and uncertain 
about what thoy should believe respecting what is 
Galled spirit. - 

We all get our views from these ancient Greek 
writings, and from the comments, the speculations 
and religious creeds, derived from what men hav 
thought they teach. It is wonderful what a fascina- 
tion and infatuation our early lessons from these 
exert over the mind. Men of extensiv learning, of 
broad, rational, and scientific views on everything 
else, are as but eredulous children in what is called 
religious faitb. f 


They can grow up and onward in everything else, 


a they ara paralyzed as to power to grow out of 
this. 

So the generations seem to be enslaved by a mental 
bondage apparently irremediable. In conversing 
with educated and even learned people it is surpris- 
ing to find how childlike and imbecil and sometimes 
ridiculous they make themselvs appear—how blind 
and utterly unconscious they are of the folly and 
weakness of their faith. They innccently hold on to 
the ignorant Geek faith and speak of the personified 
demons as complacently as did their ignorant, de- 
graded, mythological ancestors, without meaning to 
sanction the low and vulgar views of a darker age. 

They cannot see nor appreciate the true meaning 
which ancient scholars expressed through this word 
spirit. No, there is nothing marvelous, mysterious, 
or fascinating to the mind and feelings in the original, 
true view of the meaning of spirit. 

There is a morbid craving for exhilaration, for the 
startling or exciting influences of the invisible or un- 
earthly on the mind; hence it is drawn by an affinity 
for and a feeling after the extraordinary, the super- 
human, and invisible. The popularity and perma. 
nency of the faith in a demonology has grown up out 
of this fact. 

People will find their gratifications if they can, 
even at the expense of reason and the established 
truth. 

The spirit of a thing is the purpose or true view 
for which a thing exists. 

The spirit and purpose of law is to restrain and 
reform the evil doer and to protect society. 

The spirit of the Constitution of the United States 
is to protest and preserve the rights, interests, and 
prosperity of the people. 

The spirit of the gospel is to save men and not 

nee them. It is to reform, elevate, and purify 
ife. 
Lat the letter seem to teach what it may in these 
things, the spirit and objects of them all as under- 
stood by their authors and teachers, and as meant to 
be taught to the psople, were to save, to improve, to 
advance and exalt the condition of the human 
family. 

Jesus and Paul by the text are made to teach this 
view of the spirit, but the Greek writers of the Nsw 
Testament evidently did not believe it. Most people 
prefer the Greek to the rational definition of spirit. 

Later authors, such as Milton and Swedenborg, 
hav defended and embellished the Greek faith. 

Milton did not believe in his own theories, but he 
indulged his genius in constructing an artistic poem 
for his own entertainment and the amusement of 
mankind, as Homer seems to hav done in the Iliad. 

Swedenborg appears to hav labored seriously 
and earnestly to maintain as genuin the principles 
and elements of the old Greek mythology. Thou- 
sands hav been captivated with the charms, the 
ideals, and pictures, with which he has embellished 
the existences, the functions, and environments of 
these demons. 

He has elaborated a modified, if not in some 
respects a new system of faith out of the fragments 


these and similar phenomena in some other places, 


join the angelic hosts who really liv and think and 


that hav come down to us from their ancient lit- 
erature. He has his followers and admirers organ- 
ized into the “New Oburch.” 

Not a few of distinguished Eaglish writers hav 
taken great liberty with the word, and each given to 
it a new and fanciful definition. Prominent among 
these are Bacon, Locke, Pope, and Shakspere. All 
being standard authors, they hav established their 
different ideals of “spirit” in our literature. So 
that spirits hav gradually taken on these protean 
Shapes and mystical meanings among us. 

Most of our religious sects were started, and their 
dogmas and creeds were formulated, when but few 
of their adherents could either read or write to any 
purpose, and received their spirit theories and theol- 
ogies from a credulous and bigoted priesthood, fol- 
lowing the lead and light of these classical expound- 
ers of their Greek prototypes in embellishing “ the 
faith once delivered to the saints.” 

How the pious thank God for these revelations of 
the mystery of godliness! 

Modern Spiritualism is another phase cf the same 
ancient mythology, started from nervous phenomena 
in a family in the state of New York. A tremendous 
and widespread faith has been constructed out of 


Ingersoll on Vivisection. 
From the Globe-Democrat. 
Robert G. Ingersoll has addressed the following 


letter to a Boston philanthropist on the evils of viv- 
isection : 


Law orrice Rosert G. INGERSOLL. 
45 War sT, New Yonx, May 27, 1890 

Par G Pzasopy, Eso, Boston, Mass., My Dear 
Friend: Vivisection is the Inquisition—the Hell—of 
Science. Ail the cruelty which the human—or rather 
the inhuman—tbeart is capable of inflicting is in this 
one word, Below this there is no depth. This word 
lies like a coiled serpent at the bottom of the abyss. 

We can excuse, in part, the crimes of passion. We 
take into consideration the fact that man is liable to 
be caught by the whirlwind, and thst from a brain 
on fire the soul rushes to a crime; but what excuse 
can ingenuity form for a men who deliberately— - 
with an unaecelerated pulse—with the calmness of 
John Calvin at the murder of Servetue—seeks, with 
curious and cunning knives, in the living, quivering 
flash of a dog, for all the throbbing nerves of pain? 
The wretches who commit these infamous crimes 
pretend that they are working for the good of man; 
that they are actuated by philanthropy; and that 
their pity for the suffsrings of the human race 
drives out all pity for the animals they slowly 
torture to death. But those who are incapable 
of pitying animals are, as a matter of fact, incapable 
of pitying men. A physician who would cut a living 
rabbit to pieces-—laying bare the nerves, denuding 
them with knives, pulling them out with forceps— 
would not hesitate to try experiments with men and - 
women for the gratification of his curiosity. 

To settle some theory he would trifle with the life 
of any patient in his power. By the same reason he 
will justify the vivisection of animals and patients. 
He will say that it is better that a few animals should 
suffer than that one human being should die; and that 
it is far better that one patient should die, if through 
sacrifice of that one, seversi may be saved. 

Brain without heart is far more dangerous than 
heart without brain. 

Hav these scientifis assassins discovered anything 
of value? They may hav settled some disputes as 
to the action of some organ, but hav they added to 
the useful knowledge of the race? 

It is not necessaay for a man to be a sps- 
eialisí in order to hav and express his opinion 
as to the right and wrong of vivisection. It 
is not necessary to be a scientist or a natural- 
ist to detest cruelty and to love mercy. Above 
ali the discoveries of the thinkers, above all the in- 
ventions of the ingenious, above all the victories won 
on fields of intellectual conflict, rise human sympas- 
thy and a sense of justice. 

I know that good for the human race can 
never be accomplished by torture. I also know 
that all that has been ascertained by vivi- 
section could hav been done by the dissection of 
the dead, or at least of animals completely and per- 
fectly under the merciful influence of ether. I know 
that all the torture has been useless. All the agony 
inflicted has simply hardened the hearts of the 
criminals without enlightening their minds. 

It may be that the human race might be physically 
improved if all the sickly and deformed babes were 
killed, and if all the paupere, liars, drunkards, thieves, 
villains, and vivisectionists were murdered. Al) this 
might, in a few ages, result in the production of a 
generation of physically perfect men and women; 
but what wouid such beir gs be worth—men and women 
henlthy and heartless, muscular and cruel—that is to 
say, intelligent wild beasts. 

Never esn I be the friend of one who vivisects 
his fellow-creatures, I do not wish to touch his 
hard. 

When the angel of pity is driven from the heart ; 
when the fountain of tears is dry,—the soul be- 
comes & serpent crawling in the dust of a desert. 

Thanking you for the good you are doing, and 

ishing you tho greatest success, I remain, 

Yours always, R. G. Iwerzsorr. 


and out of a well-planned system of necromancy 
that has grown up in connection with it whieh has 
been extensivly patronized and profitably pursued 
for a quarter of a century. There was something so 
strikingly fascinating, so beautifully actractiv and 
comforting in this modern Spiritual theory of spirit 
personality, that multitudes hav been enamoured 
with it and hav given in an adherence to it, because 
it was 80 hopeful, so promising, and gracious. 

This modern, happy theory of the spirit simplifies 
ghostology, by relegating it from realms of joy or 
torment in the future, to the present and to the 
spheres of the living. This modern theory is 
8 practical return to the old Greek mythology, 
where tha Gods, ghosts, or demons were ever pres- 
ent and became “spirit guides” or “ guardian spir- 
its,” who prompted, inspired, and impelled the living 
to all their thoughts and actions. Then human 
beings could not liv as such, or atall, save by the aid 
or permission of the Gods. All matter was vivified 
and life tolerated at their mercy or caprice. With 
this belief consistently could they say, “ Of ourselvs 
we can do nothing," and use similar expressions, and 
honestly record them in £heig holy books—our New 
Testament gospels—for the benefit of their success- 
ors through all coming time. Modern Spiritualism 
as such would not exist among us, nor other forms 
of the ghost theories as found in our church theolo- 
gies, had we not been taught by these Greek writ- 
ings that the lessona there found were a divine inspi- 
ration, as a revelation from the chief of these Goda, 
the Jehovah of the ancient Hebrew wriiers. 

These theories and doctrins of spirits are so gen- 
eral, having come down to us through so many cent- 
uries, and are so interwoven with what is considered 
the best life of the people, and they appeal so te our 
highest ideals of the mysterious and marvelous in 
what we are taught as creativ wisdom, we cannot soon 
expect to see them all surrendered. It is considered 
too much for human nature to endure. So they are 
cherished in some form by the living for the comfort 
there is in the thought that these spirits do exist for 
our benefit, and that in leaving this world we will 


love, endowed with a personality somewhere and 
somehow in the realms of space beyond all forms of 
tangible matter. If it is an illusion it is tender and 
beautiful, and the believer asks, why seek to deprive 
us of its consolations ? 

Are illusions always to constitute a portion of our 
experience? Are they indispensable to the existence 
of a rational, intelligent being? If there is such a 
halo of fascination about them that life is defeotiv or 
a failure without them, it is time it was known, end 
that the forces which are dispelling them were 
arrested. We know Greek life was much involved 
in them. We know they existed with terrific effect in 
Europe in the Dark and Middle Ages, and exercised 
a prostrating, magical power. To deny or doubt the 
popular faith in them was heresy, dangerous, if not 
death. Witchcraft was one of its forms and had its 
day. Science, intelligence, annihilated it. 

One by one these illusions ate falling before sci- 
ence. It threatens in time to sweep them all away. 
Must it be permitted to march on till it produces 
this sad catastrophe? Is man material and rs- 
tional enough to liv in a world of realities? Or 
must he always be suspended between the false and 
true, the real and fanciful, the visible and invisible. 
as the only genial and natural place on the theater 
of life? 

Philadelphia, July, 1890. 


The African Missions. 


H. H. Jobnson, a Christian African explorer, ad. 
mits in the Nineteenth Century that African missions 
hav not been successful “ Many of the missions,” 
says he, “number among their adherents all the drunk- 
ards, liars, rogues, magdalens, and unclean livers at 
the colony.” He tells of some nativ Christians who 
cooked and ate the bodies of some nativ Obristians 
whom they had killed in a quarrel, and their nativ 
Christian pastor merely suspended them from church 
privileges—did not expel them. He further says: 
“ I regret to say that with very rare exceptions nativ 
African pastors, teachers, and catechists are bad men, 
possessing not a particle of true religion and not even 
the sturdy, mazly virtues of their savage forefathers.” 
All of which goes to prove that Christianity has 
made them worse instead of better. 

— oo Ma 

Men are not concealed under habits, bub are 
revealed by them; they sre their true clothes.— 
Thoreau. 


T. E Lonasnore. 


— —— ———— 
Ir you would convince a man that he does wrong, 
do right. But do not care to convince him. Men 
will believe what they See. Lt them see.— Thoreau. 
—————— —9— —— ——— 
Monarrry is independent of religion, being the re- | 
sult of universal experience of the best methods of 
living.— Capt. R. C. Adams. 
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man, and with most audacious effrontery they liv 
upon stolen revenues bequeathed to feed and educate 
the poor. 
O that the wise from their bright minds would kindle 
Such lamps within the sphere of this dim world, 
That the pale name of priest might shrink and dwindle 
Into the hell from which it first was hurled. 


Religion, what is it? It is a heavy chain which 
binds the slave, it is the corner-stone of the fabric 
on which priests hav built for ages in fancied security, 
it is a cramp „whioh has seized many a strong 
swimmer in the stream of life, and disabled him 
until the waves hav cast him.on the shore a dead 
and useless member of society. It is the scepter 
with which the few rule the mass. It is poison to 
the intellectual man and fine food for the fool. 
Wrapped in a Bible, with a miter and a crown, under 
the protection of the sword, for ages it has lain a 
weight upon the minds of the people and debased 
the world’s intellect. Real religion would lift us up, | 
while popular religion would keep us down. 

Let us dare to be honest and scorn to be mute 
While priests are degrading the popular mind ; 
For, armed with the truth, we can't fail to refute 
* Their transparent sopbisms whene'er we're inclined. 
Let us join in the conflict, then, now being fought 
‘Gainst falsehood and fraud, and manfully dare 
To loudly proclaim in language the thought 
That religion's a mockery, delusion, and snare. 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH. 


tO 
The Great Evangelist. 


To anyone who cherishes an interest in the welfare 
and progress of the human race, it is painful to see 
how low an attitude the popular religion of the day 
occupies in the scale of justice and morality. Oae of 
the evidences of this fact is that Sam Jones is styled 
by the publie press, and accepted by the Christian 
ma:ses, as “the great evangelist.” 

The people of this city are in some respects very 
sensitiv and exacting on questions of decorum and 
propriety. For years their extreme sensibilities hav 
been shocked by the existence of a variety theater in 
their midst, and when at last it was closed, it seemed 
to giv universal satisfaction to the prospectiv saints. 
Strange as it may seem, this very religious class 
hesitate not to giv their unqualified approval and 
support to Mr. Jones, who, in the name of religion, 
fulminates bilingsgate so low and offensiv that it 
would put to shame the star actor of a variety 
theater troupe, and that too without exciting the 
least signs of protest from his sanctified hearers. 
He has just finished a series of meetings here, and 
at the close preached a sermon exclusivly to men, 
and was very severe in his denunciation of swear- 
ing; yet at the same time relieved himself of a suffi- 
cient amount of fish-market slang and pot-house 
vulgarity to discount in offensivness a whole deck- 
load of profanity. The worst feature of the whole 
matter was that there was not a newspaper in the 
city that had the inclination or courage to condemn 
this open and flagrant outrage against the Jaws of 
morality and decency. We would not defile the col- 
umns of Tue Trura Sezxer by giving literal quota- 
tions of these evangelistic slang phrases. If anyone 
desires to know of their special nature, he can find 
modified extracts of them in.& recent issue of the 
Nashville American. 

Upon what ground can this unqualified approval 
of clerical b'ackguardism by the Ohristians of this 
and other cities be explained? We hav given the 
matter some thought and can attribute it to no other 
ou than the low and debasing influenee of the 
Bible. 

Any man or woman that can accept as the word of 
God that old compilation of contradictions, errors, 
falsehood, cruelty, outrage, and obscenity, is thereby 
qualified to indorse without protest Jones, Talmage, 
and the great army of evangelical slang-slingers who. 
are & disgrace to the age in which we liv. 

Take, for examples, the delectable stories of Noah 
and his drunkenness, L^t and his revolting incest 
with his daughters, Abraham and his wife blackmail.. 
ing the shepherd kings, “the expulsion of Hagar,” 
good old Jacob lying Esau out of his rights, Judah’ 
liaison with Tamar, his daughter-in-law, by the road- 
side. Then start in on the long, hideous, erime- 
stained career of Moses, characterized by murder, 
rapine, outrage, treachery, and cruelty. Next wade 
through the horrors, wrongs, and bloodshed de- 
ecribed in the books of Joshua and Samuel, and wind 
up with the history of David and Solomon, with its 
murders, adultery, incest, rape, and outrage, and you 
hav a record-of crime in its most ultra phases that 
has no equal in any book, written and publiehed by 
any people in any age; and when any class, by 
Sunday-school and pulpit training, can be deluded into 
the belief that this horrible record is the word of 
God, and that such old drunken, lecherous reprobates 
as Noah, Lot, and Judah, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, 
David, and Solomon, were righteous men and in high. 
favor with God—when thus deluded they are ready to. 
indorse Sam Jones, Talmage & Co., and accept their: 
driveling as the gospel of truth. I think we do 
wrong to cherish any sentiment of censure or re- 
proach against this unfortunate class. Our first step . 
is to down the Bible as a code of morals. ` It is the. 


truthful in speech, faithful in conduct, are character- 
istics of real religion. 

* Myateries of religion!’ There are great and ob- 
vious reasons why priests pretend to see mystery 
where all is as clear as day. When a system of re- 
ligion is formed, although it may be full of unreason- 
able creeds, I grant the difficulty of forsaking ii; 
but why do men cling so tenaciously to it? Itis 
because the priests, the supposed, or pretended mes- 
sengers of God, hav enveloped it in mysteries which 
hav been too great for the mars°s in their ignorance 
to disperse and break through. But there is nc need 
of mystery in real religion, for all is reasonable and 
natural, and there sre men to-day who will, I am 
proud to say, do broad justice now, and strive to 
make progress a grand fact. Why is there need of 
mystery? Why should we forsake knowledge and 
manliness? The practices of presumed mysterious 
dead men are not to be accepted as guides for 
living and rzasonable beings. The fading, flick 
ering lights of barbarous nations, of extinct genera- 
tions, are decidedly incapable of deciding the moral 
standard of the present day. Christians hav monop- 
olized the dictionary, and hav given a term of 
heathen origin a private interpretation. Religion 
has been so long associated with superstition, cruelty, 
and despotism, that all honest people hav an aversion 
to those who pretend to believe and practice it. 
Nevertheless, a really good man is to be revered, 
although he be found among thieves. Thoughtful 
psople look on popular religion as a species of com- 
mercial tree, the branches and leaves of which shelter 
birds of evil genius, and the articulations of these 
birds are to be considered an evil omen, while the 
mysteries are employed by them in order to hide their 
infamous intrigues, engross men’s attention, and 
keep them in ignorance. The time that might hav 
been appropriated to the diffusion of useful knowl- 
edge has been spent amidst the confusion of useless 
knowledge. 

The motivs of real religion exist in our own-sense 
of right, and the known advantages of s virtuous, 
useful, and truthful life; for it is a truism that the 
good alone are truly great, noble, and happy. These 
truths are discoverable only by trials and experi- 
ments. They are not built upon any mysterious 
dootrins or ancient myths, but on the real nature of 
man. Mysteries are not fitted for man. They 
cumber him in his onward path, they cramp ,his en- 
.ergies, divert his intellec from a useful course, and 
make him a wild enthusiast, a miserable dupe, an 
oppressed slave, or an artful tyrant, all of which are 
great stumbling blocks in the path of progress. 

Religion, what is it and what is it doing? We 
can see in our daily intercourse with those who are 
self. styled religious that they endeavor, to the utmost 
of their ability, to transform faith into respectability. 
Religion controls power unjustly through its organi- 
zation, monopolizes offices for its proteges, raises 
agitations for its own security, erects a censorship in 
order to control the workers; it bribes the press, 
threatens public societies, usurps places of power, 
denies the freedom of thought and utterance, erects 
schools for demoralizing the minds of our children, 
occupies the pulpit, the platform, and the press in 
preaching error for individual profit. No sensible 
man to-day sincerely believes that it is for the love of 
education that the churches take such interest in 
schools, but the gist of the whole matter lies here. 
The school ist the theater in which the mind of the 
child is molded into the cast which keeps him the 
dupe of the priest. Without schools the churches 
would be extinct in one generation. Therefore it is 
a work of necessity with the priesthood to pervert 
a positiv good into a pregnant evil. The work of the 
followers of real religion is to meet this decisivly and 
in earnest. The freedom of the world is not to be 
won by mere declamations or generalized abstrac- 
tions, but by strictly attending to the minutis of 
life. Real religion would cultivate the judgment so 
as to discern a fallacy or an imposition, and, by the 
justice of our inference, to proceed to strengthen the 
true by adjudicating upon the false. Real religion 
would teach man that to be useful in life he must 
study the acts, and by them the motivs, of his ene- 
mies, for the sof.est sward may contain a pitfall, and 
the smoothest tongue may construct a lie as leprous 
in its power as calumny.  Despots do not thrive by 
the institutions of the country, for despotism can 
only exist when the human mind has failed to cherish 
liberty. We are at present living in critical times, 
for within the past few weeks we hav witnessed one 
of the grossest outrages upon the liberty of a people, 
perpetrated upon the person of Moses Harman. By 
this act alone, the case of Mr. Heywood and others, 
the liberty of the American press has been menaced 
and threatened, and who can say that the next step 
the bigots will undertake will not be to place a limit- 
ation or restriction on public meetings, a step which 
Americans should never allow? The inference to be 
drawn from the above case is decisiv. Obristian 
ministers lead the people to destruction by interfer- 
ing with the social regulations of thecountry. They 
keep the pulpit and would try to usurp the platform. 
They levy blackmail on the rich and tax the poverty 
of the poor. They sow discord between man and! 


Communications. 


Religion—What Is It? 

What palpable deceit but for thy aid, 

Religion ?—but for thee, prolific fiend, 

Who peoplest earth with demons, hell with men, 

And heaven with slaves! Thou taintest all thou lookest 

upon! — Shelley. 
“Thou taintest all thou lookest upon,” is indeed a 

truth which cannot be denied, for wherever we look 

in the past history of the world it will be seen that 
the prevailing system of religion has always been the 

precursor of evil. When Christianity grew strong 

. and held intolerant sway, society was bleeding at 
every pore. Whole towns were slaughtered, and 
vast countries desolated. The young and the old 
were left to perish on the hillsides, cities were burnt, 
thousands were murdered, because the Christian 
church had determined to become masters of the 
world. Previous to the Christianity of Constantine, 
when Cesar ruled, the whole earth groaned under 
the terrible despotism of loot-paid robbers, and under 
the cruel hand of religion the condition of the peo- 
ple improved nothing during the hundreds of years 
of popish supremacy. In three hundred years 
during the activity of the infamous Inquisition, three 
hundred thousand persons were, by its command, 
burnt, strangled, or imprisoned as heretics, and the 
struggle to free the world from the terrible hand of 
despotic eorquerors and from the intoleranee cf the 
presumed almighty priests would not perhaps hav 
ceased ere now had not these human gods quarreled 
in their councils and crushed each other. It is 
indeed lamentable to know that in this supposed age: 
of toleration men still exist who believe it a horrid 
erime for the people to think for themselvs in matters 
of religion. Monster Custom bas in all ages created 
zealous conservativ8 eager to uphold the oruelest 
and most tyrannical abuses. But as imprisoned 
wild fowl refuse to breed, so caged thought cannot 
grow, While fettered reason soon becomes stone- 
blind. 

The intellect of slaves is always groveling. Their 
fettered thoughts hav no wish to rise, hence the rule 
of the priests was long and terrible. 

The fever of imagination, which led on the ear- 
liest reformers, at some length, after years of 
weary toil, arduous undertakings, almost unsur- 
mountable obstacles, produced in the hearts of the 

‘people the first germs of the purest religion that 
can be conceived, called the religion of humanity, or 
in other words, man’s humanity to man. This is no 
God-ordained religion, and one which needs no help 
from the priests. 

Taere is in man & permanent and imperishable 
hope which takes a firm hold on human nature itself. 
If it dies or is destroyed under one form, it will 
come to life again under another without the help of 
those pious frauds called priests. 

There is, however, a vast difference between real 
religion and the religions that are common in many 
nations; i$ is indeed the difference between religion 
and superstition, or the diff rence between a practice 
which is desirable or useful, and a belief that is in- 
capable of verification by experience. 

Real religion teaches & man to be cheerful and joy- 
ous, that gloom ia not his only mood, and that inno. 
cent recreation is not vanity. Objects that instruct 
the mind, enlarge the understanding, purify the 
heart, and create blissful emotions, these it is always 
religious to contemplate, and no enlightened moral 
man can doubt it. A thougard calamities overtake 
man in life, and when in the midst of ruin and 
misery the popular religion of Christendom directs 
his attention to unknown causes to explain known 
effsets. When surrounded by pestilent vapors and 
decomposing substances which produce pain and 
sickness, popular religion says, “Set your affections 
on things above.” And if man constantly fixes his 
eyes on the heavens, it is no wonder that he is some- 
times found stumbling with his feet. While on the 
other hand “rea! religion” points direct to the 
koown causes of diessters and insists on their re- 
moval, it discovers the methods of nature upon which 
health depends and instructs man to regulate his life 
according to these methods. 

Popular religion destroys the happiness of man- 
kind by placing virtue ona false foundation. The 
prevailing dogma amongst religionists is that the 
good of this life should b» despised, for they urge 
that the possession of good here is an obstacle to the 
enjoyment of good hereafter. "Therefore a religious 
man ean neither obtain much happiness himself, or 
impart so much to others, as the man who thinks it 
desirable to find the greatest amount of bliss in this 
life, without any regard whatever to the question of 
a future state of existence. 

Real religion is a binding principle, and not a col- 
lection of dog: as. There is no religion worth hold. 
ing but that of right doing, and whosoever pretends 
to more or practices lesa than this is beside the truth. 
The good, the great, the noble hav ever reverenced 
the religion of justice, and that includes all virtue. 
It asks of no man no course of conduct at variance 
with his highest interest. To be honest in his belief, 
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chief obstacle to-day to the upward and onward 
march of man to a higher civilization and a purer 


morality. 


Christ said: “He that believeth shall be saved, 
What 
.a great benefit he might hav conferred on the world 
by transposing that command to the following: “ He 
that is just and truthful and doeth right shall be 


and he that believeth not shall be damned.” 


saved ;” but by “grace ye are saved through faith,” 
and thus do Christians propagate doctrins that 
discourage right doing, and license crime. For are 
we not constantly reminded that our own “good 
works are as filth and raga,” while faith is the chief 
desideratum in the salvation business? If we can 
free society from the pestileni teaching of the Ohris- 
tian theology, there is enough of innate good in men 
and women fo guide them aright, once that the 
original sin-—“ Jesus paid it all”—and the heaven, 
hell, and damnation is removed or taken off them. 

On Feb. 24, 1886, Sam Small said in Farwell Hall, 
Chicago, that he would sooner hav a drunkard for 8 
teacher in the public school than an Infidel. Well, 
this was a perfectly natural conclusion for a man who 
accepted Noah as a “ preacher of righteousness,” and 
Lot as a “righteous man.” Jefferson, Franklin, 
Paine, Ethan Allen, and many scores of men of their 
high intellectual and moral standing, cannot excite 
any spirit of approval with Mr. Small, but his habite 
and principles being in strioí keeping with the old 
Bible reprobates, of course he would prefer the latter 
to the former. 

The Bible is a filthy fountain sending forth its 
fetid waters through a hundred thousand channels 
to poison, distemper, and deprave the stream of 
human life. Pedigree it, expose its rottenness, and 
when it is shorn of its pernicious influence through 
Bible class, church, and Sunday-school, man will 
make a new departure and will soon experience a 
higher and purer life oareer than is possible for him 
to reach under the orthodox régime of total depravity, 
salvation by faith, and the blood cleansing, Jesus- 
paid-it-all theories. WARREN Burr. 

Nashville, Zenn., May 30, 1890. 


——e —— —— 


A Legal Criticism of a Judicial Charge. 


To cruz Eprrog or Tae TnaurvH Seeger, Sir: A 
very careful examination of the charge of Judge Car- 
penter in Heywood's case, published in your last 
issue, has convinced me of its injustice and unfair- 
ness. 

It is impossible for any fair-minded lawyer, ap- 
proaohing the subject with a jadicial mind (which, in 
ihe last analysis, simply means unembarrassed with 
partiality or prejudice), to avoid the conclusion that 
Judge Carpenter was guilty of a wicked intent to 
usurp the province of the jury, and to influence them 
to convict the man who stood before him, presumed 
to be innocent until found guilty by the jury in 
the free exercise of their judgment. To make this 
charge against a judge is, as any lawyer knows, a 
serious accusation ; but it is not possible to arrive at 
any other conclusion. : 

Judge Carpenter starts out by asserting a proposi- 
tion which is absolutely untrue in law, and is a viola- 
tion of a truizm so elementary that it is probably 
laid down to students in every law school of the 
country as an axiomatic truth in the very first week 

. of their scholastic instruction. If Judge Oarpenter's 
legal knowledge is to be gaged by this assertion-we 
must hav but a poor idea of his acumen. 

* There is no freedom in this country for a man to 
do anything except to do right." I oppose to this 
the assertion that “nothing is (lega//y) wrong but 
ihat which the law forbids." 

If it were true that freedom only consisted in free- 
dom to do right, there would be as many varying 
laws 88 there are conceptions of what is right. It is 
useless to elaborate argument on this ridiculous dic- 
tum of Judge Carpenter, who if he knows any law 
will be ashamed to see this part of his charge repro- 
duced in cold print. 

But worse immediately follows. The judge pro- 
ceeds to take the case out of the hands of the jury, 
and practioally directs them to find against the pris- 
oner by assuming as proved what it was the sole 
province of the jury to find. Judge Oarpenter told 
the jury: 

1. That the act of offering the papers to the post- 
master was with the intent to mail [clearly a ques- 
tion of fact for the jury]. 

2. That the act of asking the postmaster if he 
would take the papers for mailing was proof of guilt, 
because “respectable journals are deposited without 
fear of it." This was a most outrageous intrusion on 
the province of the jury, more suited to's prosecut- 
ing officer than a judge. 

3. Judge Oarpenter then assumes as true what it 
was the sole province of the jury to find as a fact, as 
follows: “If a man desires not to do his duty in good 
faith, with a foul object, if he desires to sail as closely 
as he can to the commission of a crime, if he desires 
to get as many indecent words as he can into his 
paper, or words that are just close to indecency, and 
yet escape,” eto. 


Here are assertions of the judge, first, as to the 
animus or intent of the prisoner; second, as to his 
having committed a crime; third, as to the language 
being indecent, all of which were questions for the 
jury. 

There are no qualifications in the charge which 
submits these questions as facts to be passed upon 
by the jury, but the judge throughout refers to them 
as propositions without dispute. That this was clear 
error see 2 Park Or. 223,15 How Pr. 557,6 Park 
Or. 209, People v. Rogers 13 Abb. N. S. 5370. 

The questions of law passed upon by the judge, or 
what he calls “ technical questions,” indicate an equal 
degree of want of knowledge of law. 

1. That to bring a basket of papers to the post- 
master “cffering them to the postmaster for trans- 
mission through the mails” is equivalent to deposit- 
ing them in the post-office, when the postmaster re- 
fused to take them, as was the proof in this case, 
must be a shocking proposition to any person with 
the most elementary knowledge of legal principles. 

2, The judge neglected to charge the jury at ak 
upon the most vital element which went to make up 
the essential element of the offense charged, i.e., 
what is “obscene, lewd, or lascivious” within the 
meaning of Section 3893 U. S. R. S. 

Judge Carpenter did not define either of these ex- 
pressions, but left it to the bucolic minds of the 
jury to giv to the words on which the indictment was 
based any interpreta:ion they pleased, saying, “Every 
person has frequently heard them and knows what 
they mean. You must therefore determin 
whether the language so used is obscene and the 
words used are fit and proper under the circum- 
stances under which they were printed.” 

As late as 1882 it was held that language may be 
coarse, unbecoming, or even profane, and yet not 
within the act; but the chargs of Judge Oarpenter 
makes no distinction whatever which the intelligence 
of the average juryman could entertain. Sse U. S. 
v. Smith 11 F. R. 663. Judge Carpenter finally 
again usurps the prerogativ of the jury by declaring 
that the paper mailed by Heywood was “a lewd, las- 
civious, and obscene" paper. Now, this was just 
what the jury were there to determin, and it is impcs. 
sible to conceive of anything more reprehensible than 
such language from a judge to a jury, expressed 
without qualification, reserve, or limitation. 

I desire not to fall into the fault of Judge Oarpen- 
ter and to prejudge his case“ before the bar of pub- 
lie opinion; but as no man is so depraved that the 
law can afford to refuse him a fair trial conducted 
according to the immemorial forms of Anglo-Saxon 
jurisprudence, I hav no hesitation in declaring that 
to find a parallel for this charge of Judge Carpenter 
in the Heywood case it would be necessary to go 
back to the evil days of a Jeffreys or a Scroggs. 
Yours truly, Aveusrus A. Lever. 


to 
Thoughts On Prayer. 


"Tis true as Pope expresses it, “’Tis education 
forms the common mind,” but I am afraid it will be 
many years hence ere the absurdity of vociferation 
in prayer will become unfashionable. 
praying to a personal God! A God who has his 
pets and favorits! A God who is willing and able 
to suspend the laws of our stupendous universe to 
mitigate the poignancy of our follies, crimes, and 
blunders. 

The writer has before him several Roman Catholic 
and Protestant prayer books which hav daily usage 
in our churches and at public ceremonials. These 
prayer-books speak badly for the intelligence of their 
originators and supporters, and cannot be justified 
save on the plea of ignorance or fashionable hypoo- 
risy. 

Prayers from the above-named books, if addressed 
to an earthly sovereign, potentate, or friend, could 
not be offered without being held as a direct insult 
to the recipient/s intelligence, wisdom, power, and 
goodness. ! 

In our walks through life and conflicts in its vari- 
ous mutations we should ever bear in mind naiure's 
inflexible laws, and expect no favoritism for their 
trausgression. A single illustration will.convey my 
meaning. 

Two individuals are supposed to be crossing a 
stream of water in a boat. It upsets. The prayer- 
ful, pious unfortunate, in hope for aid from his “ per- 
sonal God ”—but in violation of all natural law— 
elevates his arms and hands above his head and con- 
sequently sinks and drowns. The other unfortunate, 
availing himself of the art of swimming—perhaps 
somewhat irreverent in expression—strikes out for 
the shore and is saved. 

The writer would by no means decry the indul- 
gence in audible prayer if the patient is so inclined. 
It seems to be a species of flesh-brush, and perhaps 
tends to vivify the soul’s torpid cuticle of the vocifer- 
ation or patient. 

The most consistent body of Christians known to 
the writer is the society of “Friends,” known as 
Quakers, who make no audible prayers. These Chris- 
tians are aware of the emotional or psychological 


‘Christi procession. 


The folly of | € 


effect of auricular appeals, and justly conceiving God 
to be a divine spirit, as such worship him. 
D. B. &riprrvaist. 


Items of Foreign Christian News. 


The members cf a Greek Catholie church in Scutare, 
Albania, are divided into two hostil camps. The 
patriarch of Constantinople called a certain priest to 
fill the pulpit of the church, agsinst the wishes of 
a part of the congregation, who started a tumult the 
very first day the priest officiated ; it came to blood- 
shed, and Turkish soldiers had to be called in to 
quell the disturbance. Several lives were lost and 
the church is now closed by the Mohammedan 
one “How these Obristians do love each 
other !” 


According to the Frankfort Kurier, the pringe- 
regent of Bavaria has ordered all Catholic officials of 
that country to take part in the public Corpus 
The German empire is getting 
to be a very pious country; the Liberals should 
wake up before it is too late, and their only salvation 
from ecolesiastic tyranny is found in a strong organi- 
zation which dares to put a bold front to the enemy. 


The Christians of Jonkoping, Sweden, lately held 
& prayer-meeting in which they besought their God 
to help Mayor Palmgrun in the lawsuit brought 
against him by Henry V. Borghell, for unlawful 
piety, as exhibited in his preventing the latter from 
giving a series of lectures in said city. Of course 
their God will help them. 


The Salvation Army has held its yesrly conference 
in London. It appears that the army now consists 
of 8,880 cffieers commanding 2,799 corps, distributed 
in 32 countries. The contributions amount to 
$3,790,000. The weekly papers hav an aggregate 
circulation of 678,420 numbers, and during the past 
year 1,811,700 mestings were held. Even the Salva- 
tionisía can teach us Freethinkers a lesson; let us 
* go and do likewise.” G. N. 

— M 


W. S. Bell Caned. 


The meeting of the San Francisoo Freethought 
Society last Sunday night was a most pleasant affair, 
including an address and a presentation. The hall 
was filled with an intelligent audience; Prof. W. S. 
Bell was the orator of the evening, and “ Popular 
Objections to Freethought " was the theme of his dis- 
course. 

During the lecture Mr. Schou occupied a front 
seat. He was loaded with a handsome cane, which 
he desired to present to Prcfessor Bell, and with a 
speech for the audience. As soon as opportunity 
was Offered he delivered both. Taking the floor Mr. 
Schou held up the cane and proceeded to describe it. 
The wood, he said, came from Palestine, and was 
therefore holy. The head of the cane was of horn, 
and, having a hole through it, could be similarly de- 
scribed. As for the band covering the joint of tbe 
stick and the horn, that was of coin silver, one cf the 
ods of the American people, and therefore holy. 
On behalf of the Fresthought Society and the Liber- 
als of San Francisco, Mr. Schou would present this 
cane to Professor Bel! as a token of their esteem and 
a pledge of their admiration and good will. 

There was great enthusiasm. Mr. Bell aecepied 
the gift with thanks, but failed to show sufficient 
emotion to justify the customary statement that he 
was deeply moved. Ox the contrary, he was quite 
cheerful. He looked at the cans a moment reflect- 
ivly, and then remarked that it was Cain that killed 
Abel. History repeated itself, and here we had once 
more the conjunction cf cane snd 8 Dell though 
without fatal results. Mr. Bell made other jokes cf 
equal atrocity, and then, speaking more sanely, 
thanked the donors for this evidence of their Kindly 
remembrance, and retired amid a salvo of applause. 
As previously stated, it was a most pleasant affair.— 


Freethought. 
— OHO 
Married. 

It will be of deep interest to the Liberale throughout the 
United States to learn that our friend who in youth was a 
Garibaldian volunteer; who, & few years afterward, was 
promoted for gallantry in the Union service; who later on 
was a member of the executiv committee of the International 
Typographical Union; and subsequently. chairman of the 
executiv board of the general assembly, Knights of Labor; 
who more recently was the energetic Secretary of the 
American Secular Union —widely renowned as a dashing and 
fertil newspaper correspondent—Mr. E. A. Stevens, was 
united in marriage at Chicago, on Tuesday, June 17th, to 
Miss Ella Godman Stiles, youngest daughter of the late John 
C. Godman, for many years treasurer of Morrow county, 
Ohio, and a niece of James Godman, ex-guditor of the state 
of Ohio. : 

The happy couple hav our warmest congratulations and 
Wwe sincerely hope that their pathway through life may be 
strewn with roses. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Rochelle, IU. 
to 


Ir is better to hav your head in the clouds, and 
know where you are, if indeed you cannot get it 
above them, than to breathe the clearer atmosphere 
below them, and think you are in paradise.— Thoreau. 
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Communications. 


A Voice From the West Indies. 


A new religious sect has made its appearance in 
Trinidad. . They look very much like the Salvation 
Army. A few Sundays ago in the center of a small 
open square in the east end of this city there were 
three individuals, one of whom was a female distrib- 
uling tracts, of course of the usual gospel-grinding 
class, such as “Come to Jesus," etc. A large crowd 
assembled, composed chiefly cf the “rag-taga” of the 
city. Singing commenced with the usual sermons, 
prayers, eto, but after a while they scampered off, 
perhaps to try their skill in fresher fields, and, who 
knows, more remunerativ. 

Among the religious feasts none is observed with 
more sanctity and veneration by the Roman Catho- 
lies than that of Good Friday. Good Friday is a day 
on which all saloons, or, as they sre called here, 
* grogshops," are forced to close by the government. 
On this day bands of street Arabs and ruffians armed 
with rattlers and carrying with them effigies of Judas 
Iscariot, parade from street to street howling and 
rattling their ratilers, according to them to drive the 
devil away. 

Last week there was another feast, Corpus Christi, 
which is also observed both by church and state. 
On this day the Roman Catholics, headed by a brass 
band, march sround a large square facing the 
cathedral, and stop at several places where altars are 
erected. From these aliars they offer up prayers, 
with the usual incense-burning, holy water sprink- 
ling, ete. 

It is a peculiar coincidence that on that day it 
always rains. It looks as if “the Lord in his divine 
benevolence sends them strong” showers of rain to 
stop their processions. When Roman Ostholies are 
asked, “ Why does God send down rain to stop your 

procession?” “Oh,” they say, “he is glad, you 
' know; it is a sign of approval.” Fine style, indeed, 
of showing approval! 

The Anglican bishop is at it again with his flock. 
This time it is again on account of the cross on the 
alter. He has threatened excommunication to some 
who hav stopped going to church on account of that 
appendage. There is at present a tremendous relig- 
ious controversy going on in the island. 

Our friends at Barbsdoes are to the front. They 
hav formed æ branch of the national Secular Society 
and are determined not to be left behind. Our 
friends also at Venezuela hav started their first Free- 
thought paper. It is called Hi Libre Exame, and 
from its tone it looks as if it will do a great good on 
the neighboring continent. Success to them all. 


Sornas, 
————— -$—»—— ———— 


The Scope of the Harman Prosecution. 


In David Overmyer's letter in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and the comments of other Liberal contemporaries, 
I regret to note that the main point is omitted, and 
perhaps by a premeditation of despair. They all 
sentimentalize about the hardship with which Har- 
man is treated; but they do not squarely face the 
question whether any besides or above his subsorib- 
ers are the legal and constitutional as well as natural 
and moral judges of the contents of the paper they 
pay for. 

There are even petitions for pardon being circu- 
lated, and by organs that affix the principle of per- 
sonal liberty. Now the purpose of an invasiv party 
aiming at imperial despotism, and which would hav 
this accepted in fact before prociaiming it, may be as 
well served by an act of pardon as by an iniquitous 
punishment; better even if this is rendered unpop- 
ular by the personal conditions of the victim. Mr. 
Overmyer seema to regard the case as indefensible 
merely because his judgment and taste condemn such 
publieations as Dr. O'Neil's letter. "Why, that isa 
very proper reason for subscribers to withdraw their 
Bupport from the paper, but when, or by what con- 
stitutional laws, was the faculty of such censorship 
conferred upon judges or juries outside ; much more, 
that of jailing a publisher-for presenting what these 
censors may not like? What facts or what arguments 
of any weight may not the representativ organs of 
the party in power condemn as obscene or blasphe- 
mous or treasonous? 

Liberty of the press must be completeor null. If 
untrammeled by law, no one can exercise it gave at 
his own cost, and jast in ratio as he offends his sup- 
porters, his influence ceases. 

Mr. Overmyer may probably assent to these posi- 

ira yet regard them as untenable before a Kansas 
court. 
: It seems that Mr. Heywood hopes better from 
those of Massachusetts, but the constitutional ques- 
tion comes before the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

The autocrat of Liberty deplores the impoliey of 
confronting the established powers on an issue which, 
besides the nastiness of the O'Neil letter, is unpopu- 
lar, from its opposition to marriage, which he regards 
as SINN consequence of our false economic arrange- 
ments. 


Certainly, the emancipations of woman and labor 
are intimately linked ; but the main point, of the lib- 
erty of the press, is all the same, whatever the par- 
ticular occasion that questions it. This principle is 
all the more salient, by reason of the bad taste dis- 
played in the letter. I deplore, therefore, the apolo- 
getic tone of pleading Mr. Harman’s “good inten- 
tions.” A governor or president may base a pardon 
upon these, or on Mr. Harman’s personal condi- 
tions, but they are not to the purpose as regards a 
free press. 

The conspirators for despotism would of course 
select for their first experiments some unpopular 
extremists, but little sagacity is needed to foresee the 
extension of their index expurgatorius, if they suc- 
ceed, by default of energetic combination among the 
friends of personal liberty in defense of their rights, 
constitutional, moral, and natural. 

-Not improbably members of the Supreme Court. 
of the United States hav been sounded. and their 
consent to the conspiracy secured; nevertheless, an 
appeal to this court is inevitable. If it sustain the 
constitutional liberty of the press, it must put down 
the Comstocks and Fosters. If it side with them, 
it will help to effect a necessary crystallization among 
the friends of liberty analogous to Russian Nihilism. 

The enemies of personal liberty, ¿.e., of all except 
their own to oppress others, would like to hav the 
case of Harman and Heywood considered as personal, 
isolated, and accidental. I opine that on the contrary 
it should be considered as one of the premeditated 
steps of an invasiv policy, the ultimate object of 
which is to establish a despotic theocracy. 

Obscenity is but the casual pretext here. It is not 
pretended that there was any in preceding persecu- 
tions of Walker and Harman for their so-called 
“autonomous marriage,” a family affair. 

The Walter Reid imprisonment, the stoppage of 
the Sunday mails, the Blair and compulsory educa- 
tion bills, the provisions of the new census, all inva- 
sions of personal liberty, cluster round the protectiv 
tariff banner of the party in power, which increases 
its corrupt influence by pension bribery carried to 
extremes hitherto unheard of, such as “ compensa- 
tion for mental agony” during the interstate war, 
which General Trumbull ridicules in the Open Court. 

Epaeworts, 
te —————— 


Rationalism and Soap. 


A Rationalist ought to take the best possible care 
cf himself, believing that there will never be but one 
edition thereof. I readin Secular Thought laiely 
the remarks of a doctor in regard to the care of the 
teeth, which he summed up in “ White Castile soap 
and a brush.” I asked a druggist for some and he 
threw out a cake branded “Colgate.” It was only 
ten cents, but I had read so much in Tux Truru 
Sxexer about him and am acquainted with one of his 
agents, and think he loves tyrannizing more than he 
hates obscenity, so I asked for some other brand. 
The druggist insisted that I take that and said it was 
English soap molded over. It was only ten cents, 
he seid, a trifle. But I didnot like to giv Colgate the 
profit on even ten cents, and besides, if a man is a 


‘hypocrit, as I judge him to be, I would be afraid to 


use his soap; itis probably not what it pretends to 
be. At last the druggist produced some other which 
from its brand was not Colgate’s ; I took it, used it, 
and found it excellent. 

Some years ago a villain was writing anonymous 
letters of the vilest character to the most respectable 
girls in this place. If he had been caught he would 
hav been hanged without the formality of a trial. 
Whilst we were trying to entrap him the postmas- 
ier gent for a prominent member of the Vice Sup- 
pressor’s Society. He took it very coolly, did not 
think much of it, not a very grave offense, and I made 
up my mind from talking with him that it was be- 
cause there was no heresy in it. Unadulterated ob- 
scenity is not what they are after. The agent told 
me in so many words that the book for mailing which 
Bennett was imprisoned was not unmailable matter. 
à Gro. Wirsox. 


—— — 9-4 .9.———— —— 
La Roy Sunderland on Spiritualism. 
Extract from his letter to W. H. Burr, Jan. 7, 1875: 


I am confident that you must agree with me, when I 
say that there has been no such failure in humanity, which 
renders it absolutely essential for any form of mediumship 
between God and man or between the living and the dead. 
And as to modern mediumship I hav always said that it was 
8 godsend to humanity, because it is the most efficient rem- 
edy for ancient mediumship, assumed between us and God. 
And for this reason humanity will owe a debt of gratitude to 
the modern form of mediumship, down to the latest ages. It 
is the old adage, “ A hair of the same dog cures the bite.” 

With me man’s condition after death is an open question, 
and the more so from my familiarity with modern medium- 
ship. For twenty-five years I hav had daily conversations 
with invisible personages. But I do not know who they are 
nor on what planet they were born. I do not know what a 
“ gpirit ” is. They hav told me many stories, but I do not 
know that they once had a human body like mine. If they 
did, then I incline to the opinion that in the death of the 
body all its memories perish, and we begin on the other side 
of Jordan, de novo, a new life, similarly as we began this life 
without any memory of our former state, Certainly, this 
theory will explain the condition of a Jarge percentage of 
“ spirits ” who cannot remember their own names, or any- 
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thing else, until we suggest to them what to say. Indeed ` 
this is only what spirits themselvs hav said to us. 
WAS HORACE SEAVER A SPIRITUALIST ? : 

Extract from a letter of LaRoy Sunderland to W. 
H. Burr, May 18, 1874: 

J hav been familiar with Mr. Seaver for more than twenty- 
five years. . . . When bis wife died some years ago it 
was by his request that I attended and made an address at 
her funeral. And so also at the funeral of his mother. 
. His wife was & medium and he admitted her clair- 
voyance, while he ignored it in his paper. And I hav heard 
him challenge people in public to come to his house where 
he would allow them to witness the real phenomena in dis- 
pute, called Spiritual. : 

—_— — M 


The Bible and the Public School. 


From the Independent. 


We hav read, with hearty approval, the opinions 
recently delivered in the supreme court of Wiscon- 
sin in regard to the question of the Bible in the pub- 
lic schools of that state, the full text of which has 
been published in the Albany Law Journal. This 
reading only confirms our opinion of this decision as 
heretofore expressed. 

Mr. Justice Lyon delivered the opinion of the 
court ; and Messrs. Justices Cassoday and Orton de- 
livered concurring opinions. The case before the 
ccurt was that of a petition for a mandamus, com- 
manding the school: board in the city of Edgerton 
to cause the teachers in one of the public schools of 
that city to discontinue the practice of reading, dur- 
ing school hours, portions of King James’s version 
of the Bible. The petitioners for the mandamus 
were residents and taxpayers in Edgerton, and pre- 
sumptivily Catholics in their religious faith, although 
this fact is not stated in these deliverances. They 
complained of the practice above referred to. 

This petition brought squarely for the court the 
question whether such a practice is consistent with 
the constitution of the state of Wisconsin ; and this 
question the court unanimously answered in the neg- 
ativ. And, that our readers may better understand 
the case, we submit in the following order the sev- 
eral points decided. 

1, The first point is the construction of Article X, 
section 3, of the constitution of the state, which 
declares that “ the legislature shall provide by law 
for the establishment of district schoole, which shall 
be as nearly uniform as practicable, and such schools 
shall be free and without charge for tuition to all 
children between the ages of four and twenty years, 
and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein.” 

The court held that the reading cf King James's 
version of the Bible in the public schools of the 
state during school hours, is “ sectarian instruction ” 
within the meaning of this constitutional prohibition, 
and hence inconsistent therewith. Mr. Justice Lyon 
said that the prohibition “ manifestly refers exolusiv- 
ly to instruction in religious doctrins,” and in such 
doctrins as “sre believed by some religious sects and 
rejected by others.” The court took judicial knowl- 
edge of the fact King James’s version of the Bible is 
not accepted and used by all “religious sects” in 
Wisconsin, but is accepted by some of these sects and 
rejected by others. Hence, as between them, all having 
the same constitutional rights, the court held that 
version to be a “ sectarian " book, and the reading of 
it in the manner and for the purpose set forth in the 
complaint to be forbidden by the constitution of the 
state. - 

-How any other conclusion could hav been drawn 
from the premises, we are not able to see, We pre- 
sume that there is not a Protestant in Wisconsin 
who would hesitate a moment on the point, if the 
book read had been the Douay version of the Bible, 
which is acceptable to Catholics, or the Koran, or 
the Book of Mormon. The reading of such a book 
as a part of school exercises, whether for worship or 
religious instruction, would be offensiv to Protest- 
ants, and they would hav good cause for complaint, 
just as the reading of the King James version, which 
is sometimes called the Protestant Bible, is cffensiv 
io Ostholics. It should not be forgotten that, 
under the constitution of Wisconsin, Oatholics and 
Protestants hav on this subject precisely the same 
rights, and that neither can claim precedence over 
the other. The constitution of the state makes no 
difference between them, and determins no ques- 
tion relating to their differences, or any other relig- 
ious differences. It deals with all the people simply 
as citizens, no matter what may be their religious 
tenets, or whether they hav any such tenets. 

2. The second point decided is, that “ the practice 
of reading the Bible in such schools can receive no 
sanction from the fact that pupils are not compelled 
to remain in the school while it is being read.” On 
this point we quote, as follows, the language of Mr, 
Justice Lyon: 

When, as in this case, a small minority of the pupils in 
the public school is excluded, for any cause, from a stated 
school exercise, particularly when such cause is apparent 
hostility to the Bible which a majority of the pupils hav 
been taught to revere, from that moment the excluded 
pupil Joses caste with his fellows, and is liable to be re- 
garded with aversion, and subjected to reproach and insult. 
But it is a sufficient refutation of the argument that the prac- 
tice in question tends to destroy the equality of the pupils 
which the constitution seeks to establish and protect, and 
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puts a portion of them at a serious disadvantage in many 
ways with respect to the others. 

The plain fact is that not to compel the attend- 
ance, upon such reading, of the children of parents 
who object to it, for the sake of continuing the 
reading, is a virtual confession that the reading has 
a “sectarian” character, as between those who de- 
sire ib and those who object to it. It is merely an 
attempt to get round what is apparent on the face of 

_the case. ‘ 

3. Phe third point decided is that “ the reading of 
the Bible is an act of worship, as that term is defined 
in the constitution ; and hence the taxpayers of any 
district who are compelled to contribute to the eree- 
tion and support. of the common schools, hav the 
right to object to the reading of the Bible, under 
the constitution of Wisconsin, Article I, section 18, 
clause 2, declaring that no man shall be compelled 
to erect or support any place of worship.” 
This provision is in what is called the “ Declaration 
of Rights.” The opinion delivered by Mr. Justice 
Cassoday on this point is, to our understanding, 
clear and conclusiv. Bible reading in publie schools 
has the form and intention of religious worship; 
and this being the fact, then to compe! the people by 
taxation to erect and support public schools, in which 
such reading is a practice, is to compel them by law 
to eréct and support places of worship. The fact 
that these places are also used for other purposes 
does not relieve the difficulty. The constitution ex-_ 
pressly declares that the people shall not “ be com- 
pelled to erect any place” that is used for the pur- 
pose of worship. To taxa man to erect and support 
a public school, and then to introduce the element of 
religious worship into that school, is to make a com- 
bination which the constitution forbids. 

4. The fourth point decided is, that “ as the read- 
ing of the Bible at stated times in a common school 
is religious instruction, the money drawn from the 
state treasury in support of such school is ‘for the 
benefit of areligious seminary,’ within the meaning of 
the constitution of Wisconsin, Article I, section 18, 
clause 4, prohibiting such an appropriation cf the 
funds of the state.” The design of the clause re- 
ferred to is to prevent the state from using the public 
funds to defray the expenses of religious instruction; 
and this design is frustrated just as really when 
these funds are used to support ‘religious societies 
or religious or theological seminaries.” Mr. Justice 
Cassoday in his opinion sets forth this point 
very clearly. 

We hav thus given the pith of the argument on 
this subject as stated by the three justices of the 
supreme court of Wisconsin. We see no escape from 
the conclusion reached, and hav no desire to escape 
it, since we thoroughly believe in its correctness 
everywhere. To the argument that “the exclusion 
of Bible reading from the district schools is deroge- 
tory to the value of the holy scriptures, a blow to 
their influence upon the conduct and consciences of 


men, and disastrous to the cause of religion,’ Mr. 
Justice Lyon thus replied:  . TX 
We most emphatically reject these views. 'The price- 


less truths of the Bible are best taught to our youth in the 
church, the Sabbath and parochial schools, the social relig- 
ious meetings, and, above all, by parents in the home circle. 
There these truths may be explained and enforced, the 
spiritual welfare of the child guarded and protected, and 
his spiritual nature directed and cultivated, in accord- 
ance with the dictates of the parental conscience. Tae con- 
stitution does not interfere with such teaching and cult. 
ure. 

The doctrin of the coustitution of Wisconsin, as 
thus settled by the supreme court of that state, is, 
in our judgment, the true doctrin for every state 
in the Union. It remits the question of religious 
instruction, as to what it shall be,-as to the 
agency giving it, and as to the cost thereof, to vol. 
untary, private, and individual effort, and devotes the 
public school, created and regulated by law, and 
supported by a general taxation of the people, ex- 
elusivly to secular education. This principle is in 
harmony with the nature and structure of our polit- 
ical institutions, and is, moreover, just and equitable 
as betwaen religious sects. It favors no one cf them 
and proseribes no one of thefh; and while it leaves 
them all free to propagate their religious beliefs in 
their own way, and at their own expense, it givs to 
the whole people, at the cost of the whole, a system 
of popular education that is certainly good as far as 
it goes, and is all that the state can giv, without 
itself becoming a religious propagandist. Catholics 
and Protestants alike ought to be satisfied with it. 
There ig no other basis on which the school ques. 

. tion can be justly settled as between different relig- 


ious sects. 
——_—_ s+ 


Christianity Not the Law of the Land. 
From the Oregonian. 

A curious controversy is going on in the East over 
the proposition that Ohristianity is the law of the 
land in the United States. The contention was 
made by a recent Methodist conference to enforce 
the demand for religious instruction in the public 
schools. . It was promptly disputed by the secular 
press. This brought a flood of protests and argu- 
ments from the ecclesiastical lawyers. The most 


serious contribution to the discussion is a long letter 
from Mr. John Jay, of New York, to the Zimes of 
that city, collating a large number of judicial deci- 
sions which are held to maintain the proposition that 
Christianity is the law of the land. The letter is a 
monument of curious and industrious research, but 
most of its evidence is remote from the real question 
involved. Many of the decisions deal with questions 
of Sabbath breaking and church desecration, and 
involve issues of social order rather than of religious 
duty. The case upon which Mr. Jay seems to rely 
most confidently is one in which a man was indicted 
for reviling the scriptures, and it was held that he 
could rightly be convicted and punished even 
though there was no statute directed expressly at 
his offense. This does not prove that Christianity 
was the Jaw of the land, even at the time when the 
ruling was made. It only proves that decent respect 
for the religious sentiments of a large msjority of 
the community was held to be part of the duty of & 
good citizen. This principle would probably be held 
to be a part of the common law by conservativ 
judges, who would hesitate to assent even to the 
vague and general statement quoted by Mr. Jay from 
Daniel Webster that “ Christianity, Christianity inde- 
pendent of sects and parties, general, tolerant Chris- 
tianity, is the law of the land.” 

The trouble with this statement is that it is a 
rather sentimental generalization, expressed in terms 
having no meaning which answers to the actual facts 
of existence. Religion, as we hav to deal with it in 
the actual affairs of life, as the law finds it, and as it 
confronts the state, is not a matter of inward senti- 
ment, of spirituel emotion ; but a matter of organiza- 
tion, of rule, of formally confessed sdherence to 
specific doctrin, of creeds and confessions and articles, 
eatechisms and rituals, ceremonial observance, and 
rigid compliance with outward forms. This is ‘the 
side of religion with which the law and the state hav 
to deal In this sense, there is no “ general, tolerant 
Christianity, independent of sects and parties.” The 
law can deal only with the outward, formal expres- 
sions of religious belief. There are no such outward 
forms of expression common to all the bodies calling 
themselvs Christian. The only things common to 
all sests are certain ethical sentiments, which Chria- 
tianity neither invented nor monopolizes ; which are 
the law of this land and of all lands because they are 
the moral law of the race. The Christian sects hav 
neither common béliefs nor common practices in mat- 
ters purely religious. They hav not even & common 
Scriptures. They do not agree in their interpreta- 
tion cf the teachings of their founder, in the articles 
of theig faith, nor in the practices which are its out- 
ward expression. The state desiring to recognize 
and enforce a “ general, tolerant Christianity " finds 
nothing to lay hold of. There is no such thing. 

This is the answer to the contention that Chris- 
tianity is the law of the land. Obhristianity as a spir- 
itual sentiment may be the law of the world, but 
Christianity as a professed faith and ‘a body of doc- 
trin, can be the law of no land, because none has 
been able to frame s concrete expression of its faith 
and doctrin, capable of statutory definition, to which 
all or any considerable moiety of its professors can 
assent. The creeds of the various religious sects 
hav been the law of various lands in the last ten 
centuries, as the Spanish Inquisition and the Thirty 
Years’ war testify ; but Christianity itself is too elu- 
siv a thing to be crystallized into statutory expression. 
Roman Catholicism is the law of the Austrian and 
Greek, Catholicism the law of the Russian land ; 
Lutheranism is the law of Sweden and Norway, and 
Anglicanism,the law of Great Britain, but Christian- 
ity is the law of no land under the sun, because its 
spirit is incapable of statutory formulation, beyond 
what is involved in assent to the ethical propositions 
it shares in common with modern civilization. Least 
of all is Christianity the law of the United States, 
which was the first enduring government to recog- 
nize the inutility of state recognition of religious 
sects, and the impossibility of state prescription of a 
general, tolerant Christianity, independent of sects 
and parties. The only mention of religion in the 
Constitution is in the prohibition of interference with 
freedom of religious belief. With this the spirit of 
the common law, which inculcates a decent respect 
for religion, is in entire sympathy. Together, they 
express the entire attitude of the state toward relig- 
ion, which is negativ and permissiv. All religions 
are allowed and defended in their proper rights, none 
is favored or inculeated. Christianity is no more the 
law of the land than Buddhism or Mohammedanism. 

: — ie i 


The Sunday Newspaper. 


There are very few people who will not be sorry 
to part with the Sunday edition of the well-edited, 
healthy-toned Democrat and Chronicle. 

It has had a large patronage among the better 
class of professing Christians, who will now buy 
some other paper in order not to get behind the 
news on that day. As for the scruples and the so- 
called wickedness of publishing Sunday newspapers, 
the talk about it is the veriest humbug and religious 
selfisbness—nothing more, It is the warfare of one 


profession against another—a fight between the 
pulpit and the press for public patronage. A man 
who recoils from reading a Sunday paper because it 
is dated Sunday, and will read a sermon published 
in a Monday mornisg paper without seruple, is 
either dishonest, ignorant, or a pious lunatic. He 
ought to know, and generally speaking does know, 
that all the work on a Sunday paper is done during 
the week, finished off on a Saturday night, and 
printed long before daylight cn Sunday morning ; 
whereas the Monday morning paper has to be writ- 
ten up and composed mainly during the holy hours 
of the blessed Sabbath, while the people are at 
Sunday-school and church. 

In regard to peddling the Sunday papers, it may 
be said that thousands of dear little boys, anxious to 
help their often half-starved mothers, make by that 
means money enough to giv them many necessaries 
and comforts. We should never forget, in our ebul- 
lition of piety, that half the people in Christendom 
are slowly starving to death for want of proper 
nourishment, whiie the other half sre living in 
extreme luxury and comfort. If those who are pos- 
ing as reformers, but who are in reality religious 
tyrants, were really honest in regard to what they 
call Sabbath desecration, they would pitch into the 
papers that are published Monday morning. But as 
many of them own stock in such papers, or are 
afraid to antagonize those who do, they keep their 
pious mouths closed. Everybody who has any com- 
mon sense knows that it is not wrong to do anything 
on Sunday that is honest and good on Monday. 
Newspapers halp men out of their barbaric notions 
and to clear their brains from the cobweb of super- 
stitions that men hav formulated in order to get 
power and grow rich.— The Jury. 

—— e 
How Doctors of Divinity are Made. 


This is the time when I am anticipating letters 
from men asking me to use my influence with a col- 
lege to secure for them the degree of doctor of di- 
vinity. I write this, not so muck in self-defense as 
in reference to what is an evil custom. Yes, if isa 
custom, and it is a custom altogether too common as 
well as evil. The method is somewhat of this sort: 
Mr. X. Y. thinks the time has come when he wants 
to write “ D.D.” after his name. He locks over the 
list of colleges among the officers of which he has 
friends ; he writes to one of them ; his friend replies 
that he will do all that he can to secure the degree 
for him. He then writes to some distinguished and 
able minister, saying that there has been some men- 
tion of himself as a candidate for doetor of divinity 
in — — collage, and he is sure that if this distinguished 
and able minister will be so good as to write a letter 
to the trustees of the college, a letter from & gentle- 
man go distinguished will hav great value. 

The distinguished and able gentleman writes the 
letter. He multiplies this able snd distinguished 
minister by some six or ten. The impression cre- 
ated among the trustees of college is that the 
world is demanding that the degree cf * D.D." be 
conferred upon this man ; and, nine cases out of ten, 
conferred it is. All this is bad. Ib is bad for the 
man who receives the degree. The degree is some- 
what of a lie. It is not conferred as an honor, but 
is conferred as the result of his own personal appli- 
cation. It is bad for the college, which is dra- 
gooned into giving a first-rate degree to a third-rate 
man. It is bad for the meaning of the degree itself, 
debasing it. It is now in certain ways more honor- 
able not to hav tke degree than to hav it.—Corre- 
spondent Chicago Advance. 

—_——— OO 

Naruray laws are immutable, that is to say, they 
are inaccessible to caprice or to outside irfluence, 
and they must be regarded as being as eternal as 
matter and as nature itself. Nothing can happen in 
the universe, be it the greatest or the least of things, 
except by the irfluence and as the result of natural 
laws. Rigid inexorable necessity rules the whole 
sud the course of nature. “Natural law,” says 
Moleschott, “is the most stringent expression of 
necessity.” . There is neither exception nor limita- 
tion here, and no conceivable power is able to escape 
from this necessity. At all times and for evermore, 
a stone which is upheld by no support falls toward 
the center of the earth ; never has a command been 
given, nor ever will such be given, bidding the sun 
stand still in heaven. The experience of more than 

a thousand years has pressed on observers the con- 
viction of the immutability of natural laws with ever 
increasing and at last with such absolute certainty, 
that not the least doubt can remain as to this great 
truth. Inch by inch has science, in seeking after 
light, won their positions from the ancient childish 
creed of the world, wrested from the hands of the 
gods their thunder and lightning and the darkening 
of the stars, and has subdued under the controling 
fingers of man the mighty forces of the old-world 
Titans. All that seemed incomprehensible, miracu- 
lous, caused by & supernatural power, how quickly 
and how easily has the torch of investigation shewn 
it to be the outcome of hitherto v: koown or im- 
perfeotly estimated natural forces — Buchner, 


424 THE 


TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 5, 1890. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MacpoNALD, E : » Editor. 
C. P. Sovxn5y, - - Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 

38 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SHEKER 
OOMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and Eg- 
press Money Orders payable to GHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, . . - JULY 5, 1890. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Single subscription in advance...........cccccrssssssseceees $8 00 
One subscription two years, in advance.................. 5 00 
Two new Bubscribers..................... eee eee einn n enn 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 

mittance............eeeeee essent enean hane tees sees sette 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 

TOMItANCE — — 1 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 

remittance ......... ee eee eee eese eee eee enam hh na sishni tsas 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 

remittanoo ......... eee eee eee eee eene eee eere n sette een s eee aao 10 00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 

with one remittance. 

IN PRESS. 


The Freethinker! Pictorial ta Book, 


One Hundred and Eighty-five Pictorial Argu- 
ments Against the Church, and Nearly 
the same Number of Pages 
of Reading Matter. 


Price, $2; advance orders solicited. 


A’ Clerical Political Party. 


Under the thin disguise of a “ Citizen’s Movement " 
the clergy of this city propose to “ go into politics.” 
In the general dissatisfaction with our present munio- 
ipal administration they think they see their chance 
to reinaugurate the “ good old days” when the clergy 
had charge of the political as well as spiritual affairs 

` of the people. 

The condition of affairs here at present is that 
Tammany Hall is ruling the city. Incompetence, 
corruption, and criminality mark its rule as a matter 
of course. Several Tammany officials hav been con- 
victed, and a legislativ investigating committee has 
found that many more of them ought to be convicted. 
The opposition parties are the Republican and 
County Democracy. The first stands no chance at 
the polls; the second but little more, unless re. 
inforced from some quarter. 

It was because of these facts that Heber Newton, 
8 Socialistic heretical Episcopalian, and some of his 
brethren of the pulpit, jumped in with their “ Citizen's 
Movement.” The idea was to get the business men 
and mercantil exchanges to follow the lead of the 
preachers and start a party which should regenerate 
the city, clearing its fair fame, fostering its business 
interests, and cherishing the physical, mental, and 

~ moral welfare of the whole people. This, it will be 
. observed, is a large program, and required a large 
committee to properly take charge of it. So they 
had a meeting—Mr. Newton and his fellow.reformers 
—last week, and adopted resolBiions providing for 
ihe appointment of a * Committee of More than 
Seventy-five.” At the meeting the Rev. Thomas J. 
Ducey, of St. Leo’s Roman Catholic church, explained 
the objects of the movement. It was started, he 
said, for the purpose of making nominations for the 
interests of all classes, to promote the interests and 
protect the rights of the whole people. He dis- 
claimed that the movement was in the hands of the 
unjust and unsympathetic rich, or in the control of 
bosses of any kind, even churchly bosses, though 
there were so many clergymen present that he felt 
surrounded by holiness. The movement was founded, 
he said, on two principles on which both the old 
church and the new churches could unite, “in the 
interests of God's rights and our neighbor's privi- 
leges.” 

“ The interests of God’s rights,” is a gocd phrase, 
and those who hav read ecclesiastical history will hav 
little difficulty in understanding it. “ God's rights ” 


| preachers, but sectarianism prevented, Father Ducey 


But we still insist upon knowing where the United 
States obtains the power to confiscate church prop- 
erty and suppress a religion? 

———— ay 
The Presbyterians and the World’s Fair. 

The Presbyterians maintain a committee on Sab- 
bath observance, Elliott F. Shepard, chairman, 
which reports to its general assemblies. At the 
meeting in Saratoga last month the committee pre- 
sented a roseate summary of the status of Sabbath- 
keeping. The committee said it found “that from 
all sections of the United States and territories and 
from foreign lands tidings hav been constantly com- 
ing during the past year that indicate the strong, 
steady, and widespread uprising of public sentiment, 
Christian conscience, and philanthropic, patriotic, 
and religious agencies for the preservation and proper 
observance of the civil and Christian Sabbath.” It 
also found, so it said, that “imperial and republican 
governments on the continent of Europe, Germany 
and France, Switzerland and Belgium, Great Britain, 
with other nations, hay joined hands in social labor 
and hygienic congresses for securing the temporal 
blessings of the weekly rest-day to all classes of peo- 
ple who work with their bodies and with their brains.” 
But it was in Canada that the committee found the 
most to rajoice at. The Presbyterians in the Do- 
minion were hard workers, and “for systematic move- 
meri, far-reaching methods, extending to every 
Presbyterian church session and pastor, and for sat- 
isfactory information and efficient results, we [the 
committee] know of no other ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion so complete and so worthy of imitation as this 
model church work for the preservation and sauctifi- 
cation of the Lord’s day.” 

Returning, however, from foreign countries, the 
committee then considers our own land, and givs 
details. The Sabbath question has come to the 
front in nearly every city and state and territory in 
connection with Sabbath legislation and the enforce- 
ment of the laws protesting the Sabbath against the 
encroachments and disturbances of railway and 
steam traffic, excursions to the great summer re- 
sorts, public amusements, noisy processions, baseball 
games, the opening of museums, theaters, concert 
rooms, libraries, ari museums, and the secular Sun- 
day newspapers. Through the exertions of its local 
Sabbath Unions, Law and Order leagues, and 
preachers, many Suaday law-breakers hav been 
brought to book, and the “good work still goes on.” 
The report then continues: 


are the clergy's rights—their right to dictate to the 
people; to be supported by the people; to hav state 
funds used for their own purposes; to be exempt 
from paying taxes; and to be generally high cocka- 
lorums in the community, dealing out punishment 
to their enemies, favors to their friends, and torture 
and death to Infidels and those who scoff at their 
pretensions. 

When the resolutions had been adopt:d and the 
objects of the movement thus lucidly explained, a 
committee of laymen was chosen. Then thirty-four 
clergymen were named to constitute a separate com- 
mittee of directors, among them Mike Corrigan, 
Roman Catholicarchbishop; Dr. Potter, Episcopalian 
bishop, and the prominent preachers of all denomina- 
tions. More would hav been selested from the 


rising hastily to protest “that, though there was 
never any jealousy among clergymen, it would be 
well not to hav any particular denomination repre- 
sented by too many of its teachers.” The movement 
then starts off with a figurehead lay committee, com- 
posed of respectable business men who occasionally 
dabble in politics and the clergy who mean to guide 
the movement. 

It was a shrewd fellow who put Corrigan and the 
other Romanists upon the committee, for it will 
divert suspicion from them and at the same time 
keep the Romish church fully informed of all the 
doings of the new party. When it comes to prac- 
tical politics the Romish church here never gets left. 
But if the committee hope that Oorrigan will help 
to overthrow the rule of Tammany Hall they show 
themselvs totally nnacquainted with his church and 
wholly unfit to take part in any practical affairs of 
life. Oorrigan’s church gets all that can be given it 
through Tammany, and has no reason to desire a 
change. Neither will she divide with the Protestants. 
The Protestants’ legislativ stronghold is Albany, 
among the country Protestant members, to whom 
they owe all the subsidies now enjoyed by them. 
Rome has got New York, and the honor of figuring 
among a respectable committee of Protestant clergy 
will not induce Corrigan to “ divvy" the booty. 

The committee in its preliminary work administered 
the usual number of pounds of sugar to “ Labor,” 
but at the meeting for the selection of permanent 
committees “ Labor” was carefully omitted from the 
representation. A labor representativ, Mr. Cornelius 
Doody, made a speech on this omission. The meet- 
ing, he said, had provided for the aristocracy and the 
clergy, but nothing was said as to what was to 
be done with Labor. He remembered that when 
Labor had a candidate most of the men in the room 
opposed him. They did it to save society. But 
now the saviors of society send out invitations to its 
destroyers to meet with them. Notwithstanding 
this, the labor people were not put upon the com. 
mittee as representative, and Dr. McGlynn’s name 
was tabled when proposed. This was presumably 
done to oblige Mr. Corrigan. 

Altogether, this clerical movement is a great deal 
of a humbug. If it does anything, it will be dividing 
the opposition to Tammany Hall to keep that iniqui- 
tous organization in power. But if a miracle should 
materialize this fall, and the clerical candidates be 
elected, New York would be as badly, if not worse, 
off than ever. “The interests of God” cannot be 
reconciled with the interests of the people. 

—— —$9—9—9—— —————— 
The Mormon Persecution. 


More and more boldly are the religious and semi- 
religious journals telling just why the Mormon church 
property was confiscated by the United States gov- 
ernment. The Mail and Express now says: 

** Mankind's objection to Mormonism rests not simply on 
their detestation of a religious system which systematically 
inculcates disobedience to the Seventh Commandment, 
which is against adultery, but it rests as well on their utter 
abhorrence of every tenet of the imposture which, under the 
name of a religion, inculcates the breaking of every one of 
the Ten Commandments, in the keeping of which, only, ig 
there life for a man, a family, à community, a ee 
globe.” 

This abhorrence of religious imposture comes with 
bad grace from a Christian, and especially when the 
abhorred imposture has for its foundation the same 
* divine revelation " that has the Christian imposture. 
And the main difference between Mormon and other 
Christian adulterers is that the former publicly ac- 
knowledge their views while the latter keep them be- 
hind the scenes. 


‘The approaching exhibition of the industry of all na- 
tions at Chicago in 1893 will call forth all the wisdom, 
energy, and decision of the friends of the American Sabbath 
to prevent an international profanation of the national rest- 
day throughout the prolonged period of the World’s Fair. 
Already the tocsin of defiance has been sounded by the ene- 
mies who demand its opening on every Sabbath of the 
Exposition. 

*''The good example set in the Philadelphia Centennial 
Exposition of 1876, and by the American Exhibition, with 
the aid of our government officials, at the Paris Exposition 
of 1889, should encourage the utmost unity of action for the 
exhibition of: 1893. 

“In our last aonual report we referred to the fact that 
efforts were making in Washington to reduce the amount of 
Sunday labor in various directions. These hav been suc- 
cessful in the following respects: g 

“ The president of the United States (Harrison) has issued 
an order entirely doing away with the Sunday inspections 
and reviews of the army. The postmaster-general (Wana- 
maker) has closed the department in Washington against 
being used as heretofore by troops of idle clerks and their 
friends as a lounging and smoking rendesvous on the Sab. 
bath. We also report with pleasure that there is a manifest 
decrease in the use of the Sunday newspapers by the com- 
munity, and at least on@ influential and widely circulated 
journal, the Rochester Democrat, a Republican paper, has 
decided to discontinue its Sunday edition. As sample cases 
we select the following from various parts of the country: 

t‘ A vigorous attempt is to be made.to enforce the good old 
Sabbath laws of Michigan at Grand Rapids. 

* Elizabeth, N. J.—Mayor Rankin of this city has closed 
all places of business on Sunday. Everything has been 
sealed—candy and rum shops and all other “places where 
business is transacted. And the mayor is sustained by the 
moral element of the city.” 


The most important thing touched upon in this 
report is the desperate attempt the fanatics will 
make to close the World’s Fair on Sundays. The 
enforcement of the “good old Sabbath laws of 
Michigan,” and the closing of Elizabeth's candy 
shops, are local acts of tyranny which the people 
who submit to them deserve for their subservience 
to the fanatics ; but if the Sabbatarians shall succeed 
with the World’s Fair it will be a national calamity. 
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At Philadelphia in 1876 the gates of the exposition 
were locked on Sunday and opened only to the 
ingress of prominent people who thus viewed the 
exhibits without the annoyance of “the mob.” It 
was an outrage inflicted upon the tens of thou- 
sands of Philadelphia’s workers and upon the hun- 
dreds of thousands of visitors who could remain in 
that city but a few days and who desired to see all 
that the fair contained. It was the act of religious 
bigots, of arrogant usurpers of power, of scheming 
pietists who sought the aggrandizement of Ohris- 
tianity. 

Chicago has the reputation of containing many 
Liberal-minded men. There ought to be formed 
some organization for making known to the managers 
of the fair the will of the people in respect to Sun- 
day opening; otherwise the Presbyterian bigots, 
backed by the national government through Presi- 
dent Harrison and P. M. G. Wanamaker, may accom- 


plish their tyrannical purpose. 
——— 9 —————— 


Mr. Savage Upon Mr. Heywood's Case. 


In these columns, June 14th, embodied in a com- 
munication from Mr. Heywood, we printed a letter 
from M. J. Savage, whom Mr. Hey wood described as 
“the ablest and most influential Unitarian clergy- 
man in New England,” sympathizing with that gentle- 
man and characterizing his arrest as “ petty persecu- 
tion springing out of the narrowest religious bigotry, 
rather than a manly zeal for social purity.” 

A great many of Mr. Savage's friends hav sharply 
criticised him for writing the letter, their opinions 
being substantially in agreement with the view of 
ihe Boston Zvening Record, which could “not be- 
lieve that Mr. Savage ever saw one of Heywood's 
disgusting publications.” Mr. Savage has now writ- 


unfit to be introduced into families. The editor of this 
paper does not personally read every line of all the books 
that are advertised in the Christian Advocate, and had not 
read this work till a few days ago. As to the pictures, he 
finds them such as occur in illustrated books on the uncivil- 
ized races of the world; more of them are in this book than 
others, as it describes the whole of Africa and a greater num- 
ber of tribes and customs. That there are too many and 
that some are very coarse is the fact. In the verbal descrip- 
tion of such scenes passages are found in books of travel in 
barbarous regions which, taken apart from their setting and 
purpose, would seem improper. To isolate them would be dis- 
honest toany book if its general style were unexceptional. . . 
Nevertheless, we hav found in this book several passages 
which are vulgar, and deserving of condemnation. If they 
had been seen by the firm (which gave orders that every 
questionable illustration should be omitted—in pursuance of 
which many were removed) they would hav been rewritten, 
or the book rejected. If they had been seen by the person 
who prepared a short summary of the contents with a gen- 
eral commendation for the ‘ Literary Department,’ they 
would hav been sternly reprobated. 

** The author having written other books, some of excellent 
repute, and the general style being free from occasion for 
criticism, these repulstv, obnoxious sentences in descriptions of 
the appearance, habits, and morals of certain tribes eicaped 
notice. These passages and some of the illustrations should at 
once be eliminated.” 


Now, where is Comstock and Soapboiler Colgate, 
and the remainder of the pious and pure crowd which 
compose the Society for the Suppression of Vice? 
Why are not Hunt and Eaton, the agents appointed 
by the Methodist general conference to conduct the 
Book Ooncern, prosecuted? Dr. Buckley pleads 
guilty to the charge, and offers excuses. Let us ex- 
amin these excuses and see if they would shield him 
in the United States court. First. He did not 
know the improper pictures and words were there. 
But this is no excuse. Principals are responsible for 
the acts of their clerks. Dr. Foote was fined $3,500 


ten to the Boston Herald as follows: 


“ When I wrote my letter to Mr. Heywood I believed I 
And when I think of it I take little account of 
misrepresentation or attack, for, though I do not enjoy 
either, I am used to both. I was out of town during the 
trial, and consequently its details did not come before me. I 
- had seen several copies of the Word, though I hav never 


was right. 


been a subscriber or regular reader. 


* I said in my letter that I did not regard his writings as 
‘intentionally’ obscene; but he knows that I hav never 


agreed with nor indorsed either his ideas or his methods. 
Bince my right to differ from another involves his right to 
differ from me, and both involve the general right of free- 
dom to think, to speak, and to print, I hav always been 
ready to contend for this. From Plato down to Tolstoi the 
right to express so-called ‘dangerous’ social opinions has 
been asserted and has also been trampled on. 
of morals, it seems to me that the intention of the writer is 
of first-class importance. 
ture, or of such papers where the only object is to make 
money by pandering to the lowest tastes—this is one thing. 
But it seems to me absurd to place Mr. Heywood in this 
category. His only pay for what he seems to regard as a 
‘reform’ is poverty and the jail. 

“These considerations reveal the attitude I occupied in 
writing my first letter. For, while I hav not agreed with 
him, I hav felt that the engin which crushed him might be 
turned to crush others who dared to brave popular opinion. 
For, if what the majority regard as ‘dangerous’ opinions 
are not to be tolerated, then liberty dies and progress ceases. 
But, while all this is true, I find I was not acquainted with 
all the facts. I meant what I said, and take back nothing so 
far as concerns the principle I supposed myself defending. 
But liberty has a hard enough battle to fight, and no one, 
under the guise of friendship, has a right to load her down 
with needless burdens. ; 

* Since the close of the trial and my return to town, an 
article has been shown me such as I did not know anyone 
had ever either written or printed. Ican fight for & man's 
right to publish ideas I neither hold nor indorse, but I can 
not, though only by silence, even seem to indorse such an 
article as I refer to. I therefore ask you to publish this let- 
ter, in justice to myself as well as to the principles at stake.” 


We think Mr. Savage has stated a great truth, 
and stated it clearly, in the foregoing. “No one, 
under the guise of friendship, has a right to load 
Liberty down with needless burdens.” We hope 
Mr. Heywood will get clear of the inquisition, and 


then reform. 
i 8 —- 


Where Is Comstock? 


In Tas Tauvu SEEKER of last week we reprinted 
. from the New York Zimes an editorial charging the 
Methodist Book Concern with printing a book con- 
taining obscene images, printed to cater to prurient 
tastes and increase the sales. The charge was so 
plainly made that Dr. Buckley could not ignore it, 
and in the Christian Advocate he attempts a reply. 
His reply is a virtual admission of the truth of the 
accusation. He says: 


“The Times, . . . searched the book itself, and 
charges that it contains indecent illustrations and passages 


In the court 


The publishing of obscene litera- 


for an act of his clerk, done without his knowledge, 
under this very statute which would apply to the 
Book Concern. Second. The pictures and words 
are not improper unless isolated. But the courts 
hav decided that such obnoxious words and pictures 
must be isolated. It was so held in D. M. Bennett's 
ease ; in Mr. Harman’s case; in Mr. Heywood’s re- 
cent case. Judge Benedict would not allow Mr. 
Bennett to prove the good purpose of the book, or 
that its general style was good. Judge Carpenter, 
only two weeks ago, decided that the Taw did not r6- 
quire that the whole should be obscene to make it 
unmailable. He said in his charge to Mr. Heywood’s 
jury: 

** It has been argued that in order that these papers shall be 
held to be obscene you must find that each and every part is 
lewd. This is not the law. In order that you shall find that 
they are lewd and lascivious, it is necessary to find such 
matter in them. If you do find it, that constitutes the paper 
& lewd and obscene one. The. fact that there may be very 
much wnobjectionable matter does not excuse tt. If you find 
any part of it so lewd, lascivious, aud obscene, you should 
then resolve the question in favor of the government.” 


There is the law. Mr. Buckley admits that pas- 
sages in the book were vulgar and improper. That 
enough. Let the Vice Society prosecute the 
Methodist Book Concern. It has not one excuse 
that stands the law as it has been construed to the 
detriment of heretics. No expert proof as to what is 
obscene is admitted ; the purpose of the book is im- 
material; lack of knowledge of its character by the 
principals is no palliation of the offense ; and: that the 
great majority of its pages are wholly unobjection- 
able is just no excuse at all! In short, everything 
Buckley urges has been decided, and adversely to 
him. Men hav been sent to prison for doing just 
what his concern has done, and his excuses hav been 
swept aside by all the United States courts which 
hav tried obscene cases. 

Let the Methodist Book Concern be prosecuted ; 
or Mr. Harman released, the prosecution of Mr. Hey- 
wood discontinued, and reparation done to the mem- 
ory of D. M. Bennett, a man Buckley has often vili- 
fied, but whose oldest and most worn shoes the Meth- 


odist editor was never worthy to blacken ! 
———— — 9 99— ———— 


The Trouble With the Prohibitionists. 


There was a National Temperance Congress held 
in this city last month, and some of the speeches 
made were pretty good samples of Christian toler- 
ance, for as usual the Ohristians captured the con- 
gress, and made it a pious prohibition convention, at 
which T. B. Wakeman and the labor representativ, 
Samuel Gompers, seemed somewhat out of place. 
The different views of the “Temperance” people 
present as to the methods to be pursued to crush 
the “serpent in the grass " are, however, interesting. 


First were the Christians. The Rev. H. O. Bascom 


held these sentiments : 


** If the federal Constitution provides no power to impose 
prohibition, there ought to at least be power in it to dissolve 
its infamous partnership with the rum traffic. If the Con- 
stitution be such a futil instrument, then for one I say, with 
Horace Greeley: ‘Spit on the Constitution and step on it.’ 
[Wild applause.] If things hav come to such a pass that 
whisky is dominant in this country, I am ready for my 
musket.” 

Jo Oook agreed with him, saying : 

* I fear that we may ultimately need the musket. We may 
hav barricade riots yet. When the path to political prefer- 
ment leads through the ginmill, free government is a farce, 
and the future may conceal a tragedy." 


Mr. Gompers then put in the views of the work- 
ing man. Laboring men, he said, look with consid- 
erable indifference on the liquor agitation. Liquor 
traffic reformers as employers usually are more un- 
fair to employees than other reformers : 


“ Legislativ restriction does not affect the rich, who buy in 
large quantities, while prohibition has resulted in worse 
liquor at higher prices than before. Law does not make 
men sober. Sobriety and temperance result from improve- 
ment in men’s condition and surroundings. High wages 
bring this about, There are three classes of drinking men. 
They are the very rich who hav nothing to do; those who 
are worn out and drink to brace up at night; and those who 
are idle. Who can tell how much our trying climatic con- 
ditions cause an overtaxing of the powers, and stimulants 
are indulged in to tone the system up to its work? It isin 
the physical and moral condition of the workingmen that we 
must seek for the cause of intemperance.” 


Mr. T. B. Wakeman, who may be said to hav 
represeuted Infidel prohibitionists, took this view 
of the matter : 


“The trouble with prohibition is that it partakes of fanati- 
cism. The prohibitionist cries, ‘I am holier than thou.’ 

** You are defeated in state after state because you put on 
airs and say, ‘ We are holier than thou. You find the 
working people against you, and you always will so long as 
you prosecute this course. Prohibitionists would never 
succeed unless they got the workingman with them. At 
present the labor question stoód athwart the path of prohi- 
bition. To bring the workingmen to their side the prohibi- 
tionists would hav to change their methods. The question 
would hav to be put on some scientific basis, and some plan 
would hav to be devised that would put rich and poor on an 
equality with respect to the application of prohibition. The 
true way to succeed with them is to go ahead with prohibi- 
tion slowly, as far and as fast as it can be enforced. Then 
keep educating, educating, educating.” 


Judging from these remarks, it looks as though 


Prohibition suffers greatly from divided counsels. 
er 


Editorial Notes. 


A NEw phase of the Heywood case was reached on Satur- 
day morning last, the 21st, reports the Banner of Light, 
when Messrs. George W. Searle and E. W. Chamberlain, 
attorneys for Heywood, filed in the clerk’s office of the 
United States circuit court (1) a motion for a new trial, (2) 
a motion in arrest of judgment, and (3) a bill of exceptions. 
The latter is reported to raise legal questions of general 
interest to the public as well as to the accused. These ques- 
tions will be argued at a time to be arranged between the 
court and the counsel before Judges Carpenter and Colt, 
sitting jointly as the circuit court for deciding exceptions. 


PsxonoroaisTS and medical men may be interested in this: 
One of our oldest subscribers, Alvah H. Walker, of South- 
west Oswego, N. Y., died recently. Last February he wrote: 
* Dear 'TRuTH SEEKER: This is the first time I could hold 
up my head long enough to write. I don't want you to stop 
the paper. I think my ‘ grip’ snd other complications came 
to an end yesterday; but say! don’t stop the paper nor the 
pictures.” Alas, his hope of regaining his health was not 
realized, for dated June 7th we received this letter from his 
wife: '* Ms. MaopoNarp: I write to tell you that Alvah H. 
Walkerdied May 17th. His mind grew clear before his death 
and he saw your paper in its true light, and refused to look 
at it ot hav it in his room. I request you to not send any 
more." We should like to hav these actions of Mr. Walker 
explained on scientific grounds—adding, if it will go toward 
solving the problem, that Mrs. Walker is a Christian. 


In 1881 a Medical Mission was opened in New York city, 
which has since developed into the International Medical 
Missionary Society, a Christian institution, which sends med- 
ical missionaries to India, China, and Africa. The society 
has published a tract called ** Our Suffering Sisters,” detail- 
ing the barbarous treatment of women in Burmah and Siam 
when giving birth to children. In the account there is an 
exact parallel for every feature in the Markland letter which 
was objected to in the trial of Moses Harman, and the ac- 
count is much longer and in more minute detail. A peculiar 
thing about the society and its circulation of this tract is 
that one of its officers is the wife of wobble-jawed Killian 
Van Renasaellaer, treasurer of Anthony Comstock’s Society 
for the Suppression of Vice; and it suggests the query 
whether the Comstock law is to be enforced against heretics 
by a penalty of five years’ imprisonment, when their charity 
begins at home, while the mails are free for Christians who 
express similar ideas in similar language, but confine their 
efforts to work among the heathen abroad.” 
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Zetters from friends. 


LovuisviLLE, KY., June 16, 1890. 
Meg. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pic- 
torial Text- Book.” Herman PITTLEKO. 


LEONARDVILLE, Kan., June 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3. Send me the picture 
book when ready and use twenty-five cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL. The rest is for Heston’s cartoon fund. 
PETER WETTSTEIN. 


PARKERSBURG, ORE., June 8, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Your way of conducting the paper is entirely 
satisfactory to me, and I look on Taz TRUTH SERRER as one 
of the greatest educators published. 
Respectfully yours, D. JogN Zowsgs. 


CrzBUNE, Kan., June 16, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I received your sample copy of your paper, 
and after reading it over I thought I would giv it a trial. 
Please find $1 inclosed, for which send me THe TRUTH 
SxxKER for four months on trial. Joon SwANOARA. 


DoQvor, Irrt., June 17, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Inclosed you will find $5, for which please 
send me one copy of ‘‘The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text- 
Book," and the remaining $3 please forward to E. H. Hey- 
wood to aid him in his fight against his persecutors, and 
oblige, THOMAS QODDARD. 


BovurpER VALLEY, June 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $2 for the cartoon book, 
and I hope to gee the back. page cartoons in book form, when 
I will hav one or more copies if money can be hàd to pur- 
chase them. I think they would be immense arguments 
against the Bible inspiration theory. P. B. Miis. 


SgDALIA, Wass., June 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: You will please find $1 to continue my sub- 
scription to the best and most Liberal of all Freethought 
papers. The pictures are all excellent. Continue them. I 
will as soon as I can send for one copy of the cartoon book 
now in the hands of the printers. J. D. EDGAR. 


Capron, ILL., June 12, 189U. 

Mz. Epirog: Please send me blank petitions for the 
Harman case. I hav no money to help him out, but if I can 
render him any assistance by circulating a petition I am 
willing to do all I can to prevent such an outrage being per- 
petrated as to incarcerate a man in a vile prison for five 
years for so small an offense. Every Liberal ought to spot 
that judge. He is far worse than a Benedict. 
' W. I. Fox. 


InpustRY, Kan., June 10, 1890. 
Ma. Eprrog: Without Tue TRUTH SEEKER I do not see 
how I could get along, for it would cost me $10 a year if I 
was to get the same amount of information in book form. I 
was very glad indeed to know that you received a sufficient 
number of new subscribers to continue the cartoons, as they 
are convincing and strike right at the root of Bible supersti- 
tion. I shall send for one of the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Books" 

before long. J. B. Wisz. 


AsPEN, Cor., June 10, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $10.50 for renewal, with three 
others all new, and ** The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book" 
for myself. When you commence work on Bible pictures I 
will send you money in advance to pay for a copy. Ihav 
used the one dozen Helen Gardener’s ‘‘ Men, Women, and 
Gods” you sent me with grand results. I think it one of the 
best war guns we hav, especially as a means of getting the 
women to think a little. With best wishes for the grand old 

TRUTH SEEKER’s success, I am, 
Yours respectfully, FreD. B. Mosgs. 


PozrviLLE, N. Y., June 16, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Here in our town are quite a goodly number 
of bright, pretty girls from fourteen to seventeen years of 
age that belong to the holy Catholic church; and one of the 
girls, about fifteen years of age, told a lady that is a Free- 
thinker that that old devil the priest asked them questions 
about what they did when alone with the boys that are not 
fit to be seen in print. "* Why,” said the girl, ** he asked us 
things that would just make your face burn with shame.” 
The lady asked her if she answered them, and she said, 
‘Yes, we hav to.” '* Well,” said the lady,“ I would nity 
slapped him right in the face.” What can mothers be think- 
ing about to let such vipers talk such stuff to their young 
daughters here in this enlightened country? Will they 
never get their eyes open? May my everlasting curse rest 

upon their priests'and their old Italian God. 
Yours for honesty and truth, Joun R. Coats. 


Harmony, Inp., June 13, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I see on page 363 a thinker asks questions 
of the Herald concerning the soul. That saves me the 
trouble. 

There is another little affair that I hav not seen suggested. 
That is in regard to the making of the mythical Adam. Why 
was it when the Gods put him up and set him to running 
they then, ag I express it to some of my theological friends, 
had to chloroform him and go at him like cutting up a hog, 
instead of making the woman at the same time and out of 
the same material if they had mud enough? 

Iam the only man here that will talk. There are others 
that will talk to me, but from fear of unpopularity or other 


causes they keep still. Iam just fool enough to tell what I ! 


standard, by which labor and agriculture is cheated and 


protection. f WILLIAM B. Lewis. 


ing-room at the beginning of the year; but, strange to say, 
it has never got there. The keeper of the room, being & 
Roman Catholic, and an emissary of the priest, after failing 
to get permission to boycott the paper from the head of that 
department, or from the superintendent, assumed that 
authority on his own responsibility. The brilliant gentleman 
informed me that Peck’s Sun was also excluded froni the 
room. Now, what is the reason Judge and Puck may 
occupy space on the shelvs? I searched three months for 
the mysterious fate of the paper, and finally, after speaking 
of the matter personally to the superintendent, I discovered 
my crystallized fossil had met all of my inquiries with a will- 
ful and unnecessary falsehood, and appropriated the papers 
to what purposes I do not know. I presume his Democratic 
Roman proclivities will next exclude Republican newspapers. 
Iam a little surprised that the department official permits 
such an action. W.J. R. 


dom for & man to express his honest opinion whether it be 
right or wrong. It is the best any man can do. 


cate ‘‘ protection," and so far it has been a winning card. 
I hope the time is coming when the people will see that it is 
a delusion and a snare. Tur TRUTH SEEKER thinks our chil- 
dren should be protected. I will vouch for them if they hav 
made good choice of & father. ‘‘ Truly our conscience does 
make cowards of us all.” The disciples came to Christ and 
said, ‘There are tares among the wheat; shall we pluck 
them out?” he said, ‘‘ Nay, lest ye pluck the wheat out also.” 
To destroy all the bad would be to do away with all the good. 
Rather set them side by side and let us hav the manliness to 
choose. If we choose the right we are entitled to credit it; 
if we are protected we establish no virtue. In my opinion 
the best protection we can giv our children is to be honest 
ourselvs, Yours truly, Mark Rows. 


be brought into definit shape by individual reasoning and 
influence. Condorcet remarks of Voltaire, that he seemed 
to hav but one object in life, which was to ‘‘gnatch victims 
from oppression." 


tears and blood of their fellow-citizens. But it cannot be 
supposed that institutions can exist much longer which 
ignore the rights of men. 


will sell, with none reserved for the poor, so that the future 
prospect for them is still beggary and injustice. Where, 
then, shall reform begin which secures anything for the 
poor? Suppose the government should hold every fifth 


any time as they may plan among themselvs in their own 
humble way. Let houses be built by the state, no two alike, 


the truth. And now, reviewing it all in my mind, I con- 
clude man, lectures, and mode of delivery are all just as 
they should be. Wherever there are those who contemplate 
procuring a speaker on this question, should they engage Mr. 
Remsburg they will, I believe, feel repaid. 

That Tug TRUTH SEEKER may ever stand to her motto and 
her name, is my aspiration. Apa L, BRINKER. 


think. It hurts the little upstarts of gospel.pedlers. They 
shy around me; they will not stand fire. 
I would like to hear through the columns of this journal a 
little comment on that Adam and Eve business, just for fun. 
Yours with regard, Jesse MAURER. 


Mounp Ciry, Kan., June 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I will get Heston’s pictorial book as soon 88 
it is out. Continue the pictures. Heston is a brick. 

If I had a million to invest I would place half of it 
at disposal to be used against any litigation that might 
arise to disparage the claims of the Girard will case in 
cleaning out the church influence that rides over that benefi- 
cent institution and impairs its purity and usefulness; alao 
to help out Brother Harman, and Heywood, and Hacker. 

The next great fraud—to Christianity—is the financial sys- 
tem adopted by the several prime governments of the world, 
or Europe and America, and establishing the single metal 


STEUBENVILLE, O., June 22, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: I am glad to see that fearless writer in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER agrees with me in regard to the Catholics 
being made citizens of this republic, but think he is wrong 
when he says the day will eurely come when we shall hav à 
Catholic in the presidential chair and a majority of Catholics 
in the Senate and House of Representativs. As he says, to 
be forewarned is to be forearmed, and the people of this 
country when they see the tendency of their present laws, 
making citizens of every Catholic the pope’s minions send 
over to this country, will see to it that the citizenship shall 
be withdrawn. This will be drawing the teeth of the hyena 
that is bent on devouring us. But we cannot do this with. 
out repealing the naturalization laws altogether, as they 
would claim it was making a religious test to deprive Catho- 
lics alone of the privilege of citizenship. Besides, the Jesu- 
its would not hesitate to swéar that they were not Catholics 
at all, but good Protestants. I know of one case of a doctor, 
an Irishman, who actually joined the Presbyterian church in 
Steubenville, but when in Pittsburgh or Cincinnati would be 
cheek by jowl with the priests there, would visit them at 
their monasteries and boast when he came home of the glori- 
ous time he had had living on the luxuries of the season and 
drinking wines and brandies of the best brands. Their oaths 
are nothing. They are absolved before they utter them. So 
I see no other way to check this mighty organization than 
refusing to naturalize any foreigner. This would be no 
check on the immigration of intelligent men. They would 
see that it was necessary for our self.protection, and kuow 
that their children would hav the blessed privilege of citizen- 
ship in the first and grandest republic in the world. But if 
we put this off for another decade, the serpent will be so 
Coiled about the body of our republic that we may struggle 
in vain. Joan Downes 


depressed; but the people are beginning to be be educated 
up to the fact and are combining for liberty and self- 


San Manorar, N. M., June 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I donated your paper to our railroad read- 


REDMON, ds June 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I am with you as long as you advocate free- 


Moopy, Tzx., June 15, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Liberalism is growing, slowly but surely. 
The great corner-stone of Christianity—St. John—is gradually 
crumbling. The investigator, the reasoner, is taking the 
place of the theologian. Yet the theologian plays a big part 
in staying the march of progress. Who would think of in- 
vestigating the Bible making one go crazy? A man by the 
name of Hamlin, a Freethinker, who is trying to do an activ. 
part in the advancement ‘of Freethought, was accused of 
making 8 woman by the name of Cruise go crazy. She, 
after forming his acquaintance, began visiting. Hamlin is 
well posted, and she began talking to him about the Bible, 
he, of course, getting the best of the bargain. Months 
passed on, and they still continued to argue whenever they 
met. She became interested in finding out what was in the 
Bible, going to him for information whenever needing. 
Still time passed on, and a few months ago the woman be- 
came crazy from some cause. Of course the few ignorant 
Christians said it was the influence of Infidelity that caused 
it, some threatening to take their guns and go and kill him 
—but they did not. Other threats were made, but none 
carried into effect. It has nearly all died out now, and the 
people are beginning to learn that education and investiga- 
tion make no one go crazy. 

Still the great battle between Christianity and Infidelity 
goes on. Everything the Christian can get against a Liberal 
is howled from the pulpit, until the entire ignorant world 
hears it. But still Liberalism grows. Every year, every 
month, every day, every hour, she grows grander and 
brighter. "We see her light rising in the east and the west, 
the north and the south ; and at last the torch of liberty will 
shine in all the world. 

When Liberal Hall, of Waco, was burnt, the cry was 
made, ‘‘Good for the Infidels,” ‘‘ That's a warning for 
them.” But still the Liberals took no belief in that; for the 
hall is going to be twice as big as before. And the conven- 
tion to be held in July will be a great memorial of Freethought 
in Texas. Joan M. Simmons. 


Whenever the strong want to enslave the weak they advc- 


Lexineton, KY., June 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The defense of the rights of man can only 


There are always men whose wealth originates in the 


Where ownership of land is allowed, see how rapidly lots 


township or county from which indigent persons may buy at 


the finest buildings reserved for those who take the best care 
of the property. When these poor become capitalists by 
the purchase of other lands, let them imitate government 
agents, and reserve houses and lands in the same way. Let 
cruelty and cruel speeches be no longer the chief luxury of 
the rich. f ` ALBAZA. 


PiNEviLLE, KY., June 17, 1890. 

Mz. EpiTOR: I must thank you for the publication of my 
communication in your issue of the 14th, also for sample 
copies of Taz TRuTH Beeker for distribution. Your note 
following below my letter in Tue TRUTH Szexer I must 
thank you for. We vote for the candidates to our consti- 
tutional convention at the coming August election. As soon 
after the election as it is possible for me to obtain the names 
of the candidates elected, I will send their names and ad- 
dresses to you. 

I left Coalton, Ky., for this place a few days ago. I 
boarded the train with an armful of back numbers of THE 
TRurH Seeker which I made use of in this novel way. 
Everywhere the postal clerk threw the mail off I threw a 
copy out of my window onto the mail bag. I had written my 
name and address on the margin of each paper, hoping that 
I would get some comments of the parties that got the papers, . 
but as yet hav not. Fora long time I hoarded the copies of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER as a miser does his gold, and it wasa 
long time before I could persuade myself to giv them away, 
but after a long struggle I began the work. Knowing the 
need of Liberal educativ work as we do, subscribers should 
not hoard up their papers but pass them to their friends and 
neighbors. At first thought we may think it would do no 
good, but I know from experience that it will do good. If 
we look back at Our own case the most of us will recollect 
that our first impressions of Freethought, disbelief or doubt 
in the so-called sacred writings, were not good, J can well 


Detavan, Minn., June 21, 1890. 

Mx. Epiror: Although not a subscriber for your grand 
journal, I hav been for three years prior to las’ fall. I then 
read the paper most attentivly and thoughtfully. I can 
justly say itenlarged my views on many subjects and broad. 
ened and deepened my charity in judgment of others. At 
present I make my home for the most part with my grand- 
parents, who are both tried and true Freetbinkers, and old 
subscribers of Taz Teura BEEKER, of which they are very 
much enamored. They hav preserved a portion of the oldest 
numbers in scrapbooks, arranging ‘‘Gems of Thought” in 
one and the cartoons in another. 

I hav this week enjoyed listening to three discourses 
upon Freethought, rendered by one of our Western lecturers, 
the earnest, talented, and brave J. E. Remsburg. I had 
never before heard a lecture of the kind, yet, as just stated, 
careful reading of Tue TRUTH SrexeEr and pamphlets, books, 
speeches, etc., of like matter had prepared me ina measure 
for what I might hear from his lips, yes, his brain, his heart. 
He does not storm with noise, contortions, frantic gesturing, 
or hurriedly uttered sentences. He speaks with a clear tone 
of voice, moderate yet earnest, portraying vividly and telling 
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remember how the Boston Jnvestigator shocked my ideas 
when I read it the first time, and I thought it a very bad 
paper. 

While in Lexington I visited the court house for the pur- 
pose of seeing Joel T. Hart’s '* Woman Triumphant.” It is 
a beautiful piece of work, yet I could not help thinking how 
it would shock Anthony Comstock’s modesty, notwithstand- 
ing many of the most refined ladies in this country hav con- 
tributed to the erection of this beautiful work. Neither are 
they ashamed to let the world know it, as their names are in 
8 pamphlet suspended from the railing that surrounds the 
work. Anthony, you are so modest. 


Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 8. P. HERRON. 


Watton, Inb., June 17, 1890. 

Mr. Éprron: I see that Brother Hacker is a little muddled 
about the meaning of Christian and Christianity. I do not 
know what kind of instruments of torture Christ used him- 
self or whether any, but he says: ‘‘ Bring hither those mine 
enemies that would not that I should rule over them and 
slay them before me" (see Luke xix, 20). 'To hav this order 
fulfilied would require the use of some kind of instruments, 
whether it be the gibbet, shotgun, or wheels. Now this 
order was given by Christ. So that the order given by him 
would be called ‘‘ Christian,” and the fulfillment of the order 
would be called Christianity. Here is another Christian 
(Christ's) order: “If any man come to me and hate not his 
father:'and mother and wife and children and brethren and 
his sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple” (see Luke xiv, 26; xii, 40-53). Now, to fill these 
orders in good No. 1 style would be called Christian- 
ity. If Mr. Hacker will look around he can see these orders 
carried out in & good many families. I hav no respect for 
Christ, God, or anybody else thut will use such language as the 
following: ‘‘Think not that I am come to send peace on earth. 
I come not to send peace, but à sword. For I come to set à 
man at variance against his father, and the daughter against 
her mother, ard the daughter.in-law against her mother-in- 

: Jaw, and a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” 
You will find this language in Matt. x, 34-36. Now you 
can see that this is notbing more nor less than the dry-rot 
balderdash of Christiavity. 

Sometimes Christ appears to be in a contrary mood from 
the above, for he says: ‘‘If a man strike you on one cheek 
turn to him the other also.” 
very benevolent. He says: ‘‘If & man asks for a coat 
giv him a cloak also.” I hav heard drunkards talk about in 
some such manner as this. It might be that he (Christ) had 
imbibed too much of that wine which he manufactured from 
water at a certain wedding feast, that caused him to become 
80 benevolent as to giv more than was asked for. Sometimes 
Christ tells lies, for he says: ‘‘ Drink of any deadly poison 
and it shall not hurt you.” Also, ‘‘ Ask, and it shall be 
given, knock, and it shall be opened.” ‘‘If you hav faith 
the size of a mustard seed you can remove a mountain.” 
Now, if he had said that if you had a bank about the size 
of the public debt of the United States, it would hav sounded 
more like the truth, especially if the mountain was not too 
big. 

Mr. Hacker says: ‘‘I hav long thought that we ought not 
to disgrace Christ even if he is a myth.” A man that tells 
lies and has people slain before him, and disturbs the peace 
and quietude of whole families, I do not see how one could 
manage to ‘‘ disgrace” such a fellow, whether he be a myth 
or a reality. Now for the grammatical declension, Christ, 
Christian, Christianity. ' 

Blair and others are now trying to get bills through Con- 
gress on the principles of Christ, Christian, Christianity. If 
these men succeed in getting their bill through both houses 
of Congress, then you and I will be ‘‘ brought hither and 
slain before me," or hoist the white flag. A la mode Har- 
mon, Heywood, Bennett, Bruno, Hypatia, e al. 

Here are Blair and his disciples, who would think no more 
of stabbing the vital principles of the Constitution of the 
United States for the principles of Christ, Christian, Chris- 
tianity, than Freeman did of the vital principles of his 
little child when he dashed the butcher knife into its 
body for the principles of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Now 
this is what I call Blairism, or Christ, Christian, Christian- 
ity. In the state of Washington the school officers are deter- 
mined to stab the constitution of the state or hav a fight, 
and all for the principles of Christ or Blairism to be taught 
in the common schools. The Liberals of that state hav got 
to fight for the principles of their constitution. Washington 
is a young state yet, and we of the older states should help 
them, as it will hav to be fought through the courts, and 
this kind of fighting takes money. I notice that when fight- 
ing has to be done with money the Christians are ahead 
of the Liberals. This should not be. Look at the editor of 
the American Sentinel, who is fighting Blairism vigorously. 
Is Freethought helping him as much as he deserves? Every 
Freethought person should subscribe for his paper. flis 
address is, American Sentinel, 43 Bond street, New York. 
I take his paper. It knocks the persimmons from Blsirism, 
or depraved Christ, Christian, Christianity. Although the 
editor is or calls himself a Christian, he is not affected with 
the dry rot yet. I think that he has too much sense to ever 
become affected with said disease. It is the ignorant that 
keep up this disease, so prevalent, and Talmage and the 
Blairs are inoculating the virus into the ignorant for the 
bread and butter that is in it. E. Van BosxiRE, M.D. 


Martinszure, W. Va., June 5, 1890. 
Mr. Enrron: Every person who has an opinion of his or 
her own ought to freely express the same—to be outspoken 
and fearless. Unfortunately there are too many who for 
pome cause do not freely express their conviction. The 


Sometimes he appears to be | 


don't-care people compose a large number of those. To save 
my life I cannot reserve my opinion or keep in the back- 
ground. No good cause ever triumphed by lukewarmness, 
cowardice, or indifference. The great cause of Universal 
Mental Liberty is a modern one. Millions of people do not 
commit themselvs one way or the other. A. good many are 
wavering in belief but keep in the background of faith, 
or inactivity. This mighty contention between science and 
reason 28. religion and superstition is a battle that will never 
end, for the powérs that be, Christianity, aristocracy, and 
wealth, are intrenched so advantageously and powerfully 
that it seems an impossibility to reverse the existing order 
of things. It is like trying to conquer fate. But, as I re- 
peat again, it is the duty of all who are in sympathy with 
Freethought principles and mental liberty to become positiv 
in their views. All life is warfare. Science and Freethought 
is impartially devoted to finding the truth, whatever it may 
happen to be. Whether it brings comfort or despair cannot 
be helped. I am a Freethinker because I do not want to be 
humbugged by any promises of future bliss beyond this un- 
equal and imperfect life. I hav to my satisfaction been con- 
vinced by bitter experience that fate is the God so long wor- 
shiped—fate, both cruel and kind, that rules our destiny. 
That the condition of mankind is deplorable is sadly true. 
The churches, Protestant and Catholic, in accord. with the 
powers that be are humbugging the poor with counsel that 
they must be content to suffer and struggle for a bare living. 
Inequality is a beautiful idea with the churches ard the 
existing order of things. The rich and influential, with the 
churches, are enslaving the poor. By this time hav even the 
masses become suspicious that there is a screw loose in the 
universe. They are suspecting that something is wrong. A 
few of the oppressed are getting their eyes open, but too 
many are so steeped in ignorance and superstition that they 
will never see the truth. Look at the rich church-members 
and their hypocrisy is only too plain. The Bible says it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
8 rich man or woman to enter into heaven. Do the rich be- 
lieve that admonition of holy writ. To a man they do not. 
They are wise and shrewd enough to make pretensions of 
their piety, but in reality are hypocrits. So the churches 
are teaching and humbugging millions, first by Bible prom- 
ises, absurd claims of a God, and heaven and hell, unproved ; 
second, by being in accord with those of power and wealth 
to hold in subjection and contentment the downtrodden 
classes ; third, by enslaving all so foolish as to bé enslaved. 
There is one consoling fact to Freethinkers—to know they 
set themselvs free from myth and tyranny. They alone 


«know what sovereign individual liberty means. They know 


the uncertainty of the past, the terrible, cruel struggle of 
mankind. They know it is all in vain to look for 8 savior 
outside their own knowledge. They alone know how to 
analyze and sift the evidence impartially as it is revealed. 
They know that corroborated positiv testimony proves a 
fact beyond all doubt. They know and are wise enough to 
disbelieve what cannot be proved. They know the truth 
itself only can make us happy and free. Those now men- 
tally free should certainly be radical in their convictions 
and therefore brave and fearless in this great reform move- 
ment in behalf of truth, happiness, and liberty as against 
superstition, royalty, aristocracy, and the powers that be. 
This life is à failure because might makesright. Injustice 
often triumphs over justice. Slavery and oppression has 
been the curse of the world and is to-day. The toiling 
masses hav been unconscious of their enslaved condition all 
along, but time and intelligence are somewhat awakening 
them, and the most intelligent of them are beginning to sus- 
pect, and to suspect is the beginning of their emancipation. 
It is the unsuspecting and unwary who are always the vic- 
tims of cruelty and wrong. Eternal vigilance is the price of 
all. The root of all evil is ignorance. Ignorance is the mis- 
fortune of the poor, and as one Class oppresses the other it is 
no wonder millions hav their hell here. The Bible says, 
** The poor ye always hav with you ;” charity then is a sweet 
virtue. But the person of Reason says if God’s works are 
perfect there would be no necessity for charity, for all would 
be favored equally. Justice is sweeter than charity. One 
person has no more right than another to be favored with 
the blessings of this world, but as some are up in the world 
and others down it is plain there is something wrong. It'is 
nonsense to say we are responsible for our condition in life. 
We are the creatures of circumstances. We hav no choice 
in our coming and going, but are born into a world where 
we are apt to be humbugged and wronged if eternal vigilance 
is absent. I ask any intelligent man or woman, Christians 
especially, how is it possible for all to be equal in life? Nat- 
ure is partial and.cruel. Some it favors with beauty, bright- 
ness, and strength; others just the reverse. The less 
favored’ cannot compete with the most favored. These are 
the odds against many, besides the circumstances and con- 
ditions surrounding them in the world. The great gulf be- 
tween the rich and the poor is becoming greater. All find 
life worth the living, and as population increases the struggle 
for existence correspondingly increases. It is plain to me 
there is no hope for the wrongs of ihe oppressed in any con- 
dition of life only through Freethought principles. The 
churches are teaching everything is just and right, that all 
are favored equally, thanking God for life. Rather than one 
individual should be wronged, the world should perish. The 
rights of one are as sacred as the rights of billions. This is 
Freethought principle. Tuos. J. Connors. 


New York, N. Y., June 22, 1890. 
FEgLLow Truta Sgexers: Do you not observe the wily, 
villainous trickery of the fiendish Christians of the United 
States? May we not, by ‘‘looking backward” over the 
course of time, clearly behold the downright outrages that, 
pursuant to the ‘‘ statutes" of their ‘‘God”—the same God 


which they now propose to establish in our Constitution of 
the United States, that so they may reénact those same 
statutes and reéstablish chattel slavery throughout this 
country—they perpetrated against humanity, and against 
the Constitution of the United States, in order to practice 
the fiendish statutes of their God. 

Neither of the words slave, slavery, African, negro, black, 
mulatto, yellow, or white ever occupied a place in the 
Constitution of the United States until it was placed there 
after the inauguration of the Rebellion, and every clause of 
that great and solemn document which the lawyers and 
judges all along the entire line of the history of our govern- 
ment, 80 construed as to say that it meant slave and slavery, 
stands there and constitutes a part of that important docu- 
ment asit is this very day. Does it mean slave or slavery 
now? n š 

By their villainous constructions of the Constitution of our 
United States they so distorted it as to hav it imply slaves 
and slavery, when all the while, and from the beginning of 
its existence, by that word ‘‘justice,” in the preamble, and 
that word ‘“‘ people,” in the fourth amendment of that Con- 
stitution, slavery was radically and thoroughly abolished 
everywhere under the flag. Was there ever any justice in 
slavery? None other than fiends will answer in the affirm- 
ativ! Were there any people in Africa before a white man 
had set foot upon their shores? None other than fiends will 
answer this in the negativ! That being the case, I am 
eminently right. Noah Webster says that ‘‘bondman” 
means ‘‘ a man slave.” 

Now, I will show you as to how they are going to amend 
our Constitution of the United States, and, by its provisions, 
establish chattel slavery throughout North America. They 
may tell you now, that the thirteénth amendment will pre- 
clude the possibility of any such thing; but, the statutes of 
their God being above and superior to the laws of man, they 
wili say that because of sin (‘‘ crime”) against God, the peo- 
ple must serve in slavery; and in accordance with the 
thirteenth amendment as it now stands. They will, if we 
do not wake up, place their God in our Constitution; and 
the same God, too, that they say talks to us, in and by his 
statutes in Lev. xxv, 17, 18, 44, 45,46: ‘‘ But thou shalt fear 
thy God: for Iam the Lord your God." ‘‘ Wherefore ye 
shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them.” 
** Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt 
hav, shall be of the heathen"—rFreethinkers. ‘One who is 
unacquainted with the true God,” says Webster—and that 
means me !—‘‘ that are round about you; of them shall ye 
buy bondmen and bondmaids.” ‘‘ Moreover of the children 
of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall 
ye buy, and of their families that are with you, which they 
begat in your land: and they shall be your possession.” 
* And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children 
after you, to inherit them for a possession: they shall be 
your bondsmen forever" (Deut. xiv, 21). “Ye shall not 
eat of anything that dieth of itself: thou shalt giv it unto 
the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou 
mayest sell it unto an alien.” Oh, what a God! Tum him 
around here till I giv hima kick. All of Num. xxxi—too 
long to quote here; read itin the Bible. In Luke xix, 27: 
* But those mine enemies which would not that I should 
reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” 
Upon this the Christian’s fiendish Inquisition was founded, 
and on many other passages in their fiendish old Bible. 


Having established that God in our Constitution of the 
United States, of course these barbarous statutes of this 
fiendish God must be carried out and- executed to the letter, 
and not only the colored pecple must be sold into slavery— 
“ bondage ”—but also the poor white trash, and it will be le- 
gitimate and constitutional. 


No man can read and understand our Constitution of the 
United States unless he has the Articles of Confederation at 
his elbow, or in his mind. The first clause of Article 6 of 
our Constitution provides thus: ‘‘ All debts contracted, and 
engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, shall be as valid against the United States under 
this Constitution as under the Confederation.” 

. Since the framers of both of those great documents were 
more anxiously desirous to make this Union perpetual than 
they were to perfect any other part of it, they ridiculously, 
if possible, supererogated it in order that it might leave a 
lasting impression by constituting the very last words of the 
Articles of Confederation, thus: ‘‘ And the Union shall be 
perpetual.” Since that was the most important ‘“ engage- 
ment entered into,” it is imperativ upon the United States to 
perpetuate this union; and whoever may be vested with 
power to enforce it, and neglects to do so, outrages the peo- 
ple by prostituting executiv: powers to his own private 
villainous desires, and is a perjured, pitiable polluter. f 

Thanks to the wisdom of Dr. Franklin, that is just wherein 
he had all of the would-be destroyers of our Union hood- 
winked, and upon their beam’s end, so to speak! How 
careful he was not to say Articles of Confederation, lest they 
were to rake up and lay bare the point! It is evident that 
he did not intend that they, at that time, should observe it, 
lest they were to prevent its forming a part of our Constitu- 
tion, and thus eventually lead to dismemberment. But it is 
evident that he did hope that, in the course of events, when 
occasion might require it, a clear and observing intellect— 
present company always suspected—might emerge from 
among the people, and, as clear as the noonday sun, point 
out the article and clause in the Constitution of the United 
States wherein it is expressly provided that ‘‘the Union 
shall be perpetual,” and thus go on and perpetuate it. 

If we permit the Jew’s and Christian's God to occupy 
& place in our Constitution, he will kick about so terribly, as 
by reading the Bible we may sce he did in days of yore, 
that he will knock it all into ‘‘ smithereens.” Petition your 
Congressmen to ward him off ! G. N. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ati Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes 8 pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren'a Hoar.” 


Fable.—The Mole and the Fox. 


A mole that erst had often bent 
His thoughts on nature'8 dark intent, 
In leaving moles in gloom profound 
And fruitless burrowing 'neath the ground, 
Resolved one day, he scarce could see 
How it were worth one’s while to be. 
A fox, with pious precepts stored, 
The humble groundling’s plaint o’erheard 
Then. to rebute the doubts expressed, 
With holy zeal the mole addressed : 

** T took,” said he, ‘ your narrow view 
When I, friend mole, was blind like you 
But, with superior vision blessed, 
The wholesome truth now 8tands confessed 
That all the ills encountered here 
But for a better state prepare; 
If this grand idea you repel. 
You're an unregenerate Infidel.’ 
Then spoke the mole : * I own, friend Fox, 
Our views may both be orthodox, 
And yet may vary—as we find 
Among men, some are color blind : 
To this man's vision that is seen 
A blue which to another’s green— 
Shall this man 'gainst his brother rave 
For differing views and call him knave? 
You entertained the views I do, 
Till light superior dawned on you; 

' Then without censure let me be 
Till a like change is wrought in me.” 

— Frederic C. Coqper. 
——— —— «À-8-99.—— ——————- 


For Fourth of July. 


ANNIE ISABEL WILLIS DESORIBES SOME ENTER- 
TAINING TABLEAUX. 

They May Be Followed with an Exercise Known 

as “ The Little Patriots,” Which is Here 

Described— Full Directions Are Also Given. 


Here are some suggestions which may be 
utilized by themselvs or given in connection 
with other exercises celebrating the ‘‘ Glori- 


ous Fourth." 
TABLEAU I. 


The following may be recited by a boy who 
stands before a curtain, which should be 
drawn aside at each tableau : 

This is the Fourth of July. 
This is the boy who, with vigor and din, 
Got out of bed early to help usher in 
The glorious Fourth of July. 

[The scene, beginning with the second line, 
shows on the stage a boy sitting in a great 
easy chair. His head should be bandaged, 
one eye being covered and his face well 
plastered; his right hand, bound up, should 
rest on 8 pillow. Beside him may be a table 
with numerous large bottles of liniment, etc.] 
This is the cash that was squandered with joy 
For cannon and powder by this lusty boy, 
Who got up right early with vigor and din 
To play his part bravely in uskering in 
The glorious Fourth of July. 

TABLEAU It. 

[This tableau represents Ben and his father 
standing together. The latter is holding out 
some silver and greenbacks in his hand, and 
Ben, with a broad smile, is reaching out both 
hands to take the money.] 

This is the cannon that went off too soon 

And made the boy see both the stars and 
the moon ; . 

"Twas bought with the money expended with 


Joy ; 

For crackers and powder and things by the 
boy: 

Who with shouting and bustle and vigor and 


din 
: Got up mighty early to help usher in 
The gloríous Fourth of July. 


[In this tableau Ben very smilingly stands 
near 8 large toy cannon, holding in his hands 
the things necessary to fire it off. In the 
background stands his mother, who has an 
expression of terror on her face and holds out 
both her hands, as if beseeching him not to 
play with the cannon.] 

This is the bill that the doctors sent in 

For stitches and plaster and medicin; __ 

Result of the cannon that went off too soon 

And made the boy see both the stars and the 
moon— 

The boy who with bustle and vigor and din 

Got up in the morning to help usher in 

The glorious Fourth of July. 


TABLEAU Ill. 

[This scene represents Ben’s father sitting 
by a table looking over the doctor’s bill just 
sent in. It may be put with heavy, black 
writing on a sheet of legal cap paper and the 
father should hold it out at full length, with 
an astonished look on his face. Ben may be 
in the background, on a rocking-horse, or 
playing some indoor game.] 

_ The next part of the exercises may be an- 


nounced as *‘ The Little Patriots,” represented 
by as small boys and girls as can be taught to 
giv the quotations nicely. Let the boys carry 
flags and the girls wear sashes of red, white, 
and blue, passing over one shoulder and 
under the other arm. The scene represents 
an old man with a long beard and a suit of 
army blue sitting in an arm chair, leaning 
over with his chin on his cane, which both 
hands grasp. Thechildren come in to martial 
music played by a band or on a piano. If 
neither can be had a drum will do.. Let the 
performers execute a pretty march, if the size 
of the stage will permit, before grouping 
themselvs around the old man. If he sits 
facing the audience the children may arrange 
themselvs on either side, so that each can 
look both at him and at the audience. The 
old man, raising his head, says: 
O darling little patriots, 
So gay and full of life, 
Td spare you all the agony 
That marks a nation's strife. 
But if your country needs you 
To help put down a wrong, 
Stand ready at her faintest call— 
Be brave and true and strong. 

Then the following quotations on patriot- 
ism are given as numbered by the children. 

Å I. - 

The United States is the only country with 
a known birthday. Al the rest began they 
Xnow not when, and grew into power they 
know not how. There is no “ Republican,” 
no ‘‘ Democrat? on the Fourth of July—all 
are Americans, all feel that their country is 
greater than party.—James G. Blaine. 

II. 

Love of country is one of the loftiest virt- 
ues which the almighty has planted in the 
human heart. Patriotism knows neither lat- 
itude nor longitude. It is not climatic.— 
—Hmory A. Storrs. 

III. 

The man who loves home best, and loves 
it most unselfishly, loves his country best.— 
J. G. Holland. 

IV. 


Patriotism is trustful and simple, like 
family affection, and its subordinate place in 
the ordinary life of the nation is seen in the 
fact that it rarely shows itself except in the 
national emergencies.—J. G. Holland. 

v. 

That patriotism which, catching its inspira- 
tion from on high and leaving an immeasur. 
able distance below all lesser, groveling, per- 
sonal interests and feelings, animates and 
prompts to deeds of self-sacrifice, of valor, of 
devotion, and of death itself, that is public 
virtue; that is the noblest, the sublimest of 
all public virtues.—Henry Clay. 

VI. . 

The love of country is universal. It has 
its seat deep down in the human heart. It 
strengthens with our years; is not weakened 
by distance, and we all feel the magnetism of 
its wondrous power.—John F'. Dillon. 

VII. 

We cannot honor our country with too 
deep 8 reverence; we cannot love her with 
an affection too pure and fervent; we cannot 
gerve her with an energy of purpose or a 
faithfulness of zeal too steadfast and ardent. 
— Grimke. 

è VII. 

A man’s country is not a certain area of 
land—of mountains, rivers, and woods—but 
it is principle; and patriotism is loyalty to 
that principle.— G. W. Qurtis. 

The old man asks: '' Cannot any of you 
repeat some stirring words about the bright 
banners which you held aloft so proudly just 
now ?" 

IX. 

The American flag has been the symbol 
of liberty, and men rejoice in it. Not 
another flag on the globe has such an errand, 
or went forth upon the seas carrying every- 
where, the world around, such hope for 
the captiv and such glorious tidings. The 
stars upon it were to the pining nations like 
the morning stars, and the stripes upon it 
were beams of morning light.—Zenry Ward 
Beecher. e 


Let us, then, twine each thread of the glo. 
rious tissue of our country's flsg about our 
heartstrings, and looking upon our homes 
and catching the spirit that breathes upon us 
from the battle-flelds of our fathers, let us 
resolve, come weal or woe, we will, in life 
and in death, now and forever, stand by the 
stars and stripes.—Zenry Ward Beecher. 

XI. 


Though many and bright are the stars that 
appear i 
In the flag by our country unfurled, 
And the stripes that are swelling in majesty 
there, . 
Like a rainbow adorning the world. 


Their light is unsullied as those in the sky 
By a deed that our fathers hav done, 
And they’re linked in as true and as holy a tie 
In their motto of, ‘‘ Many in One.” 
: —G. W. Cutter. 
Sa XII. : 
Let this banner wave forever, 
May its lustrous stars fade never 
Till the stars shall pale on high; 
While there's right the wrong defeating, 
Whilethere's hope in true hearts beating, 
Truth and freedom shall not die. 


As it floated long before us 

Be it ever floating o'er us, : 
O'er our land from shore to shore ; 

There are freemen yet to wave it, 

Millions who would die to save it, 
Wave it, save it, evermore. 


— Dexter Smith. 


In conclusion the old man repeats, with 
upraised hand, these lines by Samuel L. 
Simpson: 

Oh, bless the flag! let it fioat and fill 
The sky with its beauty, our heartstrings 
thrill f 
To the low, sweet chant of its wind-swept 
bars 

And the chorus of all its clustered stars. 
Embrace ít, O mothers! and heroes shall 

grow 

While its colors blush warm on your bosoms 

of snow. 
Defend it, O fathers! there’s no sweeter death 

Than to float its fair folds with a soldier's 

last breath. 
Aud love it, O children! be true to the sires 

Who wove it in pain by the old campfires. 

—Annie Isabel Willis. 
erm 
A Home for Aged and Indigent Liberals. 


Our friend Mr. J. Waters writes as follows, 
concerning a home for aged, infirm, and des- 
titute Liberals : 

“I was grieved to learn of the condition of 
the veterans Casey and Cook. Isit not time 
that Liberals exhibited liberality worthy of 
the name they bear by providing a home 
somewhere in this wide land for those who 
hav fallen by the wayside, wounded and dis- 
abled by the hand of persecution for truth’s 
sake ? 

** A]] must know something of the vindic- 
tiv spirit with which menk&and women hav 
been pursued, who hav been true to their 
convictions of duty, and dared to oppose the 
popular fallacies of the times. Not a few 
hav been made to feel in some way the cruel 
hand of oppression. ‘They hav been regarded 
with the evil eye of suspicion, ostracised, 
reputation injured by dark - insinuations, 
business boycotted end ruined, and, in every 
way possible, the vicfim is made to feel the 
withering blight of prejudice and bigotry, 
and when he succumbs to the infamous load 
heaped upon him Superstition shakes its 
scrawny finger, and cries out, ‘Behold the 
miserable end of the Infidel.’ 

* Liberals are accused of being heartless, 
cynical, critical, fault-finding iconoclasts, 
whose efforts are in the line of destruction 
rather than construction, and whose emo- 
tional natures sre as dry as a desert, from 
whose arid depths no sigh of pity ever swells. 
These assertions are untrue, and Liberals 
should demonstrate their untruthfulness by 
tangible facts in the erection and support of 
an asylum for those who hav been brave and 
imprudent enough to stand up and be counted 
for justice to all men and equal rights and 
privileges for all men, and face the scorn and 
obloquy of enemies made thereby, who hav 
relentlessly pursued them until misfortune, 
marking them for its own, has brought them 
to a state of helpless dependence. 

“To build monuments to the memory of 
those who hav died martyrs to Truth is well, 
and to build a sheltering home for helpless 
living heroes is also well. Liberals should do 
both and thus honor the principles they pro- 
fess and the name they bear. 

*' You truly say that the children of your 
*Corner! hav not the means to engage in 
large philanthropic enterprises ; but can you 
not suggest some plan by which they can so- 
licit ample means from those of mature years 
and larger means to set on foot something of 


the nature I hav suggested ?” 
et 99—— —— ——- 


A Short Lesson. 

Discriminate in the use of the preposition of 
after the adverb off. Don’t say: ‘' Bix yards 
of silk were cut off of that piece;” “The 
apples dropped off of that tree." Omit 
the of. 

Be careful how you employ the words older 
and elder. Two or three examples will illus- 
trate their use: ‘‘ ‘The elder son is the most 
gifted in the family; he is older than his 
brother by five years.” “He ig the older 
soldier of the two, and the oldest in the regi- 
ment." ‘‘He is the elder of the two poets, 
and the eldest poet in the realm.” 


Correspondence. 
BarrsroN Spa, N. Y., June 12, zm. 290. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: In Tug TRUTH ÜxzkKxR 
of May 10th 1 saw that you wished me to take 
up the dime fund again, but I must say it 
would be impossible for me to do so, as I am - 
learning my trade, and my time ís wholly 


| taken up. 


I hope you will pardon me for not answer- 
ing sooner, but Taz TRUTH SEEKER has been 
away from home, and mother and I both hav 
been Very sick. : 

I feel sorry for the old people, and perhaps 
some other young lady.or gentleman would 
get up a dime fund. If they do, I will add 
my mite. . So, wishing you and all the read. 
ers of Tux Truts SEEKER success, I will 
close. remaining, as ever, : 

Yours in love, liberty, and truth, 
Sanie THORPE. 


Oax Murs, Kan., June 18, € m. 290. 

Drar Miss Wrxon, Kind Friend: As I 
hav a few leisure moments I will improve 
them by writing to you. Your article en- 
titled ** Corner Gospel,” or ‘‘ Earn What You 
Spend," in the last Children's Corner of Tux 
TRUTH SERRER, was very instructiv. Every 
boy and girl should read it very carefully, as 
it contains many things that would be of 
much importance to them. ‘Earn What 
You Spend ” is a good motto, and those who 
heed its advice will never want for friends. 

I just sent to Miss E!da B. Billings, Fabius, 
N. Y., for one of her pencil drawings. She 
must be an accomplished young lady. I read 
her letters to the Corner with much interest. 
They are well composed and are a credit to 
her. Iagree with her in what she says about 
your books, and hope that every child in 
America may some day hav the opportunity 
to read them. 

In the Corner of March 15, 1890, is a letter 
from Miss Mollie Randolph, and in that letter 
she corrects a mistake that I made in an 
article entitled ‘‘ Nicknames of Noted Amer- 
icans,” in which I stated that James G. 
Blaine was given the title of the ‘‘ Plumed 
Knight” during the Blaine.Cleveland cam- 
paign. I would like to say to the readers of 
the Corner that i made that statement un- 
thoughtedly. I hav read Colonel Ingersoll’s 
speech nominating Blaine for the presidency, 
and remember the sentence in which he spoke 
of Blaine as the ‘“ Plumed Knight," but when 
I wrote my article I did not think of the fact 
that it was at Cincinnati in 1876. Neverthe- 
less, I wish to thank Mies Randolph for cor- 
recting my mistake, and whenever I make an 
uncorrect statement in the Corner, or any- 
where that she may see it, I hope she will 
be quick to correct it. I am always ready to 
be corrected and always willing to take ad- 
vice. I sgain thank Miss Randolph for her 
kindness. 

Heston's cartoon, ‘‘ Murder with Prayer," 
in the last TauTH SEEKER, is a good one. 
His article on the same is very amusing, and 
I had to laugh when I read this extract: ''If 
Christ was correct in his Statement, we must 
believe that ‘there is more joy in heaven over 
One sinner that repenteth, than there is over 
ninety and nine just persons who need no 
repentance,’ and with this inspired promis 
before us, we hav no doubt that when God 
became aware of the tragedy on Cow Creek, 
and of Kirby's repentance right then and 
there, there was a great hullaballoo in heaven, 
and all the darling little angels twanged their 
harps and sang hosannas, and the four and 
twenty bald-headed elders who loaf around 
the foot of the throne shouted *' halleluiahs,’ 
and the multitude of murderers and cut- 
throats who hav gone before cried out, ‘Save 
a harp for Brother Kirby," ec. Mr. Hes- 
ton is a ‘‘dandy.” Who can estimate the 
amount of good he is doing? Long may he 
liv to hurl his sarcastic thunderbolts of argu- 
ment against the boastful and haughty theo. 
logians, and place before their eyes his ef- 
fectiv cartoons, that are already causing many 
to ‘open their eyes,” and throw off the 
shackles that hav bound them down like serfs. 

My letter is getting rather lengthy, so I 
will write no more at present. ith best 
wishes to you and all the readers of the Cor- 
ner, I remain, 

Yours in the truth of Freethought, 

Gro. J. Remspora. 
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silk cloth, $3. 


Npiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. ce, 400.; with autographs 50 ota. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
Gaonax JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, | KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. ORASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fcx a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secuiarism Com 
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Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 
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THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 
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Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter II, Bible Myths and Evolution i Ohapter Iv. 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI. Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution: Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII. Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution: Ohap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Boul 
and Future and Évolution; Ohapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 
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MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal histor is “boiled down" with surprising 
Bkill.—[Literary World. A 

You turn over bis pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irvin poter Ocean ee e 

Bis his ory has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon,— 
{New Haven Palladium. d 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds usof Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 
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Obituary. IRON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
On June ist, Brother Jacob Brown, IRON-CLAD SERIES. Odds and Gnds. 


of East Penfield, N. Y., after a lingering 
illness, died . He was a consistent Liberal, a 
prosperous farmer, and respectable citizen. 
He was a great reader, and for years had 
taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

Brother Brown buried his wife a year ago. 
He had no children. His nearest relativs 
were nephews and nieces. He passed away 
with no fear of death, quietly, painlessly.. 
He was a strong Materialist, but in the last 
few days of his life he thought much of his 
departed wife, and at times seemed to feel 
her presence. 

He desired to be buried consistently with 
his views. His wishes were respected in this 
matter, and I was called upon to cfficiate. 

The funeral was well attended, at his resi- 
dence, Wednesday, June 4th, at 1 P.M. 

The exercises commenced by my reading 
the little poem—one verse of which I giv— 


When we lay us down to sleep 
In some sad sweet day to be, 
When the grasses wave and creep 
Softly over you and me, 
Who will miss our faces then, 
Who of us sweet thoughts will keep, 
In that happy moment when 
` We sha!l lay us down to sleep? 


The introductory remarks were as follows: 


The occasion of our meeting here is no uz- 
usual one—the day after the summons comes to 
call some friend, neighbor, or relativ from 
our midst. 

The principal incidents in the life of 
Brother Brown are doubtless to most of you 
well known. He has spent his life in your 
midst. You are acquainted with his views. 
He believes in nothing supernatural. He 
lived for this world. He had no faith or hope 
of a hereafter. He had outgrown all super- 
stition, and most earnestly desired to be 
buried consistently with his views of life and 
conditions existing after death. All must 
respect the sincerity, though they may differ 
from him. 

Our brother believed in Freethought and 
the gospel of humanity—doing right because 
it is right, not for any hope of a reward here- 
after or from any fear of punishn.ent. 

Who can estimate the influence of such a 
life? His work is done, I trust well done. 
He lived to a ripe old age. For seventy-nine 
years he has lived among you. His joys and 
sorrows are over. No more pleasure, no 
more pain. A brief address, and he who lies 
so silently before us will be carried to his last 
resting. place. 

After the acdress, which was listened to 
with much interest, I read William Cullen 
Bryant's ‘‘ Thanatopsis.” 

Tke concluding exercises were at the grave, 
five miles from his home, in Fairport cemetery. 
The grave was entirely lined with evergreens 
when the rich casket, with choice flowers, 
was lowered in it. I read the selection, ''I 
am weary, lay me low," and concluded with 
these words: ' Here in the bosom of earth 
weleave our brother. May we kindly cherish 
the memory of his many virtues, for human- 
jty's sake. Rest in peace, our brother. 
Farewell, and forever.” F.C. REYNOLDS. 
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churches and Young Men's 
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4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 
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by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 
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THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of ‘‘The Secret of the East, or the Origi 

of the Christian Religion and the Bigniflcanco 

ofits Rise and Decline,” “ Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,” "Household Remedies,” “ The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc., etc. 

Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—(Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 
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THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” " The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy Property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 


.| that will be new to the world and productiv of 


good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
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| eber seed springs up in dar place. 


HE HAD SUBLIME FAITH. 
.The morning was beautiful Dripping 
vines hung from the trees and the mullen 
stock had begun to hold up its fuzzy head. 
The buzzard sailed round and round, moving 
just the tips of his wings, and the peach. 
orchard shote, squealing ag he went, trotted 
down the lane. 

An old negro sat under a tree near a field. 
A planter came riding along. ; 

*: How are you, Sam?” 

“Putty well, Mr. Henly ; how is it wid 
yo'se'f ?” 

“AN right, but why are you idling away 
your time this'bright morning? Why ain't 
you plowing ?” 

** Wall, sah, I doan kere about it." 

** Not sick, are you ?”. 

** No, sah, ain't sick.” 

“ Why, then, don’t you go to work?” 

** Case I jined the church las’ night.” 

** What difference should that make?” 

t‘: Good deal o! diffunce, case I'se gwine try 
prar er while now. De Bible say, not by 
work léss some pusson go er roun’ an’ brag 
er bout it, an’ dar is a gre’t miration made er 
bout prar, so I thought dat 'stead o’ workin’ 
dis year I would set in de shade an’ pray. 
Tain’t no trouble fur me ter pray, but I tell 
you what is er fact, ’sociatin’ wid er mule out 
yander whar de sen scatters his smiles gits er 
man down. Been er workin’ yere now fur er 
good many years, an’ ain't got nothin’ yit, an’ 
I doan reckon prar widout work kin leave 
me much wus off den I is now. Pse gwine 
ter pray dat all dese weeds out dar draps 
down an’ dies, an’ dat de fines’ cotton you 
Den I'se 
gwine ter pray dat de rain come when it is 
needed, an’ den long in de fall Y'l] pray dat 
de cotton be picked an’ ginned an’ den sold, 
an’ de money handed ober to me.” 

** Your faith is very beautiful, old man, 
but when fall comes and you find that you 
hav nothing to show but an enormous crop 
of weeds, you will find that your judgment 
was weak.” 

“Oh, I kain't he’p dat, Mr. Henly. De 
Bible an’ de preachers tells me ter pray fur 
what I wants an’ I gwine do it, an’ if it doan 
turn out all right, w'y I kain't he'p it. AsI 
said, I'se tried work an’ it doan 'pear ter do 
no good, an’ now I’se goin’ ter try prar. Is 
you got some chawin’ terbarker er bout you, 
Mr. Henly?” 1 

“Why don't you pray for your tobacco, 
Sam?” 

The old negro began to scratch his head. 

** Wall, sah. I blebe I will, sense you speaks 
er bout it; an’ while I’m at it I mout as well 
pray fur er right smart patch to spring np 
ober yander an’ grow de same time dat the 
cotton does. Good mawnin’, Mr. Henly, I 
musn’t waste no mo’ time fur de season is er 
creepin’ er long an’ I must be gettin’ down 
ter my prayin'." 

Several days later Henly saw old Sam sit- 
ting in front of his cabin eating something. 

** Hello, old man, what are you eating ?" 

** se grindin’ up er spring chicken, sah?” 

“ Where did you get it?” 

** Well, sah, I wuz layin' yere on the bed 
Jas’ night, er thinkin’ whut wuz good ter eat. 
I ain't had much o' er appetite fur seberal 
days, fur I’se been so busy gettin’ my prar 
crop in, an' all on er suddent I thought dat 
I would like ter hab er right young chicken. 
Den I prayed dat one would come an' I 
dozed off ter sleep. Putty soon I woke up 
an’ yered suthin’ scratchin’, an’ I looked up. 
I did, an’ dar by de foot o' de bed er rakin’ 
an’ er clawin’, wuz de fines’ chicken you 
mighty nigh eber seed. He wuz so feered 
dat I wouldn’t wake up dat he had dun 
pulled some o’ de kiver offen me—dragged 
one sheet clar down ter de foot o' de bed. I 
got up powerful quick, I did, an’ eben when 
I gunter put de water on ter sca] him he 
didn't run er way, but danced roun’ like he 
mighty nigh tickled ter def; an’, sah, you 
know whut dis chicken done?” the old felow 
added, holding up a piece of the fowl, ** why, 
he sung er tune while I wuz killin’ him. He 
is de sweetes’ meat I ever seed.” 

** You hav found, then, that praying pays?” 

“In er measure, yas. sah. De weeds is 
still growin' powerful down yonder whar I 
wants de cotton, but da kaint stan’ it much 
longer. Dar ain’t no weed, sah, dat kin 
stan’ up befo' prar. Some o' 'em is done 
scorched on de top, an’ it ain't gwine be long 
fo’ da falls down, an’ den de cotton stalk will 
fling up its bloom an’ shout hallelujah.” 

One night Henly heard a disturbance in 
his hog-pen. The moon was shining, and by 
creeping low on the ground Henly reached a 
point from which he could see all that was 
going on. It did not take him long to see 
enough. He saw old Sam throw a pig over 
the fence. Henly rushed upon the thief and 
seized him. j l ` 

* Wall, fo’ goodness, ef dis ain't Mr. 
Henly! W'y wut you doin' out dia time er 
night? You ketch yo’ def 0’ col’ ef you keep 
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gwire do?" 

tt Come on here, you old thief." 

** W'y, whut you come call me er fief fur? 
Keep on dis way an’ atter while I'won't blebe 
dat you thinks Ise honest.” 

** You old scoundrel, I] send you to the 
penitentiary.” 

* Who, me? Fur goodness sake, whut I 
done, Mars John?” 

t You know. What are you doing with 
this pig ?” | 


'* Hol’ on er minit.. Dar’s suthin’ ’bout dis 
dat you doan understan'. I'll tell you how 
it is. Las’ night my appertite commenced 
ter talk ter me er gin, an’ the fust thing I 
knowed it wanted shote. I tole it ter keep 
still, dat I didn't wanter pray for shote case 
de Lawd wasn’t much in favor o' haug meat ` 
no how, but it kep' on an’ wouldn't gib me 
no rest. Den I got down on my knees an’ 
axed de Lawd ter please, sah, gib me a little 
shote meat, but der prar wan’t answered. 
Den I says: ‘Lawd, ef you won't send de 
shote meat, won’t you please tell my mind 
ter lead me ter whar I kin git some?’ De 
Lawd done dat. He tole my mine, and de 
fust thing I knowed my mind say: * Sam, go 
ober yauder ter Mr. Henly’s.’ ‘Look yere, 
says I,‘doan sen’ me ober dar, case I lubs 
dat man an’ doan wanter take nothin’ dat 
"longs ter him.’ My mind got mad den. 
* Come yere,’ it says, an’ at de same time it 
gib me er jerk. ‘Come yere an’ go on ober 
yander an’ git er shote, or I'll hurt you.’ I 
wuz 8keered, sah, case my mind neber acted 
dat way befo’, an’ then it jerked- me 'gin— 
tore my collar, sah. See yere. Tore my 
collar, sho’s you bo'n. Wall, I jes had ter 
go, fur I knowed dat de Lawd had dun tole 
my mind what ter do. So now yere I is, 
standin’ right yere wid er man dat I has allus 
lubed, er cuzin’ me o' stealin’ er shote. Oh, 
lse almos’ er shamed 0’ you." 

“ That’s all right. PI lock you up until 
morning, and then I'll send you to jail." 

** Whut, blamin’ me fur whut de Lawd tole 
my mind ter make me do! Look yere, Mars 
John, ain't you jokin’ wid me?” 

** You'll find out when you go to the peni- 
tentiary." 

“Wy, jest think er minit, man," the old 
negro pleaded ; ''jes look at de merics o’ dis 
case. Ain’t I showed you de proof, showed 
you whar my min’ tore my collab? Lissun : 
I wanted de Lawd ter send me some shote’, 
doan you understan’, an’ axed for it, an’ de 
Lawd wouldn't sen’ it ter me, but agreed ter 
tell my min’ ter lead me ter it. Den my min’ 
grabbed me an’ fotch me ober yere. Dat's 
all dere is, an’ ia you gwine to hol’ me 'Spon- 
sible fur dis ?” 

‘ Yes, to the extent of one year, at least.” 

“u Well, sah, I ain't got no mo’ tersay. No. 
wonder de overflow comes an’ de wind blows 
houses erway when de white folks 'sputes de 
will o’deLawd. Suthin’ awful gwine happen 
yer; mark my word ef dar ain't."— Opie P. 
Read. 
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esting. THE LIBEBAL Hymn-Book contains songs 
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ROME RE ASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATEBS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritioal Re- 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Aocguirement and Apportionment, 
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| Truth Seeker Traots. 


NoTz.— These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only, Please 
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are out of print. 
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Liberal GMestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
Ces are located. Local Secular Unions and 
» reethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The »xíanhattan Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East ibth street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The publio cordially invited, 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
sta Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seate free and 
everybody welcome. ` 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood st8., åt 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
AblesDeakersinterestthe audience. N.B.—Trntb 
Seekerpublicationgalways8on hand atcheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Msets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Sess 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., af the town hall friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MaAnrus HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14; Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres.: LEROY BERBIER, Seo. 


———————M———————————— 
EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O. meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt. 
gator &re golicited. È. G. Suits, Oor. Beo. 


The Walla Waila Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Leotures.—Free Discusasions,—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER; Sec. 


EERO Ne LETS Sa M NEMO Dee IND Lae 
Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited.” 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. Dearer, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
&broad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, @., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P M. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation ig extende 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Oorres- 
pondenoe solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is Xt? A pam. 

. phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 

of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 

. book of pure thought, and correct in all ita 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 


tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
whas it is not and what it is. 


rice, 5 cents. 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his *:Pri- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suftering from that 
Life: Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forthan 
External Application.—4 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of *hase afilict 
ed. 


q AN 
HONEST STATEMENT, 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequeut- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
he press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his pratea- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National Viets. 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


“AND NJ. 


nquiries are frequently received asking what 
xs know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he isa reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all bas agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
oures of hopeless cages that in the olden time his. 


skill would bave been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
gtanch Liberal.—The Better Way. 
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diews of the Week. 


Tur czarowitch of Russia will start ona 
tour of the world August ist, returning by 
way of the United States. 


Denver protests that she has been cheated 


‘out of 10,000 to 25,000 names by negligent 


census enumerators, and asks a recount. 


CATHOLIOB wil hold a 


TAM TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 5, 1890. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 800 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristiansg), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- ©., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette Place, N. 


congress in Chicago dur- 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Givs a Fall Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8V0, 835pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3per vol.; the 
8 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gems of Ühought. 


Ir God inspired the writers of the Bible, it 
would also be necessary to the fulfillment of 
his purpose that he should superintend the 
compilation of its books by councils, its 
translation by scholars, and its interpretation 
by commentators. But the facts do not show 
that this has been done, as new versions 
would not be needed, nor would doctrinal 

quarrels exist.— 2056. C. 
Adama. 


ing the Exposition. 


Tar continually pro- 


gressiv change to which 


THE Chicago fair will 


the meaning of words is 


be called the World's 
Columbian Exposition. 


A 4507 anniversary of 


subject, the want of a 


universal language which 


renders translation neces- 


the invention of printing 


sary, the errors to 


has been celebrated in 


which translations are 


Mainz, Germany. 


again subject, the mis- 


AT Gallatin, Tenn., on 


takes of copylsts and 


the 28th ult., a tornado 


printers, together with 


the possibility of willful 


by providential visitation 


demolished a church. 


alteration, are of them- 


selvs evidences that the 


Tax Louisiana Lottery 
pill has been passed by 


the legislature and will 


be voted on by the peo- 
ple. 


SPAIN is suffering from 
cholera, and cordons of 
troops hav been placed 
around the infected dis- 
tricts. 

STANLEY has been ap- 
pointed governor of the 
Congo Free State and 
will begin his duties with 
1891. 


Tux Congregational 
church at Ashford, 
Conn., one of the oldest 
edifices in the state, was 
destroyed by lightning 


on the 25th ult. 
SrANLEY's book, ‘‘In 
Darkest Africa," was 


published on the 28th ult. 

simultaneously in Amer- 

' jea, England, Germany, 
and other countries. 


Feanor objects to the 
African agreement of 
Germany and England 
in which they . estab- À 
lished a protectorate over Zanzibar, which 
she wants for herself. 


Irriwoirs and neighboring states hav been 
suffering from a remarkable spell of intense 
heat. In Chicago 50 to 200 persons were sun- 
struck daily, many fatally. 


Tre case against the North River Sugar 
Refining Co., N. Y., aa a trust, has been de- 
cided by the court of appeals against the com- 
pany. It was regarded as a test case. 


A proposaL by Republicans to transfer the 


supervision of federal elections from state 
authorities to federal deputies, is meeting op- 
position in Congress from Southern members 
and others. 


On the 25th ult. the Church of the Blessed 
Sacrament, New Rochelle, N. Y., was struck 
by lightning. The city’s fire service made 
valiant: efforts to save the untaxed building, 
but without success. 


Business on the Illinois Central railroad 
was at a standstill several days last week be- 
cause of a strike of 1,500 conductors, switch- 
men, and brakemen, but they resumed work 
at the company’s terms. 


AssoorATE-JUSTIOE HanLAN of the United 
States Supreme Court, in a lecture before the 
Law College of the University of Wisconsin, 
strongly favored entire freedom for the press, 
and affirmed that the standard of public 
morality and virtue is higher than it was 
twenty-five years ago. 


Ar Spokane Falls there is contention be- 
tween the Spokane Street Railway Co. and 
the City Park Transit Co., each wanting to 
lay tracks for an electric and cable line on 
the same street. By counter-working of the 
city and the state authorities and reciprocal 
warranting, the mayor, city council, sheriff, 
and police are under arrest. 


A New Yorx World reporter has been en- 
gaged two months in personating a gambler 
and running a pretended gambling-house, 
that he might investigate the alleged practice 
of police authorities in selling protection to 
such places. He paid money for protection 
to a lawyer, a ward detectiv at. his station 
house, a roundsman at his station house, and 
several ex-aldermen. His revelations are 
creating a sensation. 


Tux accusations against Englishmen of 
rank of meeting at a house in Cleveland atreet 
for atrociously immoral purposes, hav been 
hushed up. Newton, a lawyer, has received 
six weeks’ imprisonment for abetting escape 
of suspected persons. An editor who was 
unable to prove charges that he made against 
a nobleman, has been imprisoned for libel. 
The general belief is that at least several of 
the suspected persons were guilty. The 
affair will be used as ammunition by agitators 
against peerage. 


BAUL GOETH WITCH 


And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men went with him, and they 
came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee. divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up 
whom I shall name unto thee.—1 Sam. xxviii, 8. ' 


humanlanguage,whether 


in speech or in print, 


cannot be the vehicle of 
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the word of God. The 
word of God exists in 
something else.—Patne, 


SoowER or later the 
Spirit of truth will be 
regarded in Chrístendom, 
as it was regarded by the 

. philosophers of ancient 

reece, a8 the loftiest 
form of virtue. We are, 
indeed, still far from that 
point. A love of truth 
that seriously resolves to 
spare no prejudice and 
accord no favor, that 
prides itself on basing 
every conclusion on reg- 
son or conscience, and 
on rejecting every ile- 


gitimate influence, is not 


common in one sex, is 


ILL 


almost unknown in the 
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other, and is very far 
indeed from being the 
actuating spirit of all 
who boast most loudly of 
their freedom from prej. 
udice. Still it is to this 
that we are steadily ap- 
proximating.— Lecky. 


Ir would seem a truth irrefragable, that the 
search for each of these kinds of truth must 
be followed out on its own lines, by its own 
methods, to its own results, without any 
interference from investigators on other lines 
or by other methods. And it would also 
seem logical to work on in absolute confi. 
dence that whatever, at any moment, may 
seem to be the relativ positions of the two 
different bands of workers, they must at last 
come together, for Truth isone. But logic 
is not history. History is full of interfer- 
ences which hav caused the earth dear. 
Strangest of all, some of the direst of them 
hav been made by the best of men, actuated 
by the purest motivs and seeking the noblest 
results, These interferences, and the strug- 
gle against them, make up the warfare of 
science.—Prof. A. D. White. 


As for passing through any great and glori- 
ous experience, and rising above it, as an 
eagle might fly athwart the evening sky to 
rise into the still brighter and fairer regions 
of the heavens, I cannot say that I ever 
sailed so creditably but my bark ever seemed 
thwarted by some side wind, and went off 
over the edge, and now only occasionally 
tacks back toward the center of that sea 
again. I hav outgrown nothing good, but, I 
do not fear to say, fallen behind by whole 
continents of virtue, which should hav been 
passed as islands in my course; but I trust— 
what else can I trust—that, with a stiff wind, 
some Friday, when I hav thrown some of my 
cargo overboard, I may make up for all that 
distance lost.— Thoreau, 


O BLEST, whom still the hope inspires 
To lift himself from error's turbid flood! 
i — Goethe. 


To those among us who hav made some 
progress in the study of moral philosophy, it 
is now, I presume, become sufficiently evi- 
dent, that morality may exist independently 
of religious ideas; that the distinction be- 
tween moral good and moral evil, the obli- 
gation to avoid evil and to cleave to that 
which is good, are laws as much acknowl- 
edged by man, in his proper nature, as the 
laws of logic; and which spring as much 
from a principle within him as in his actual 
life they find their application.— G'utzot. 


Morauity is, like everything that man 
possesses, the outcome of a long series of 
acquirements handed down from generation 
to generation, and depends on definit natural 
and social conditions; it is therefore by no 
means the same eternally, but by its very 
nature it is a product of growth and a 
thing that changes—an expression of human 
knowledge, which proceeds and progresses 
with that knowledge itself. What we call 
t moral feeling" has its origin in the social 
instincts or habits which each human (or 
animal) society develops, and must, develop, 
within itself, if it is not to perish by its own 
incapacity.— Buchner. 
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dilofes and Clippings. 


THE Converted Catholic of this city says that 
“jt is painfully true that former priests, and 
even converted priests, will receive ample 
compensation for their services in denounc- 
ing popery in all its phases, and especially if 
they speak of the immorality and wickedness 
ot Jesuit priests and nuns, but they can 
starve if they try to preach the gospel to the 
Roman Catholics.” The American Sentinel 
thinks this simply shows that the contest be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants is no longer 
one of principle, but is simply a fight for ad- 
vantage. This is further shown by the fact 
that Protestants are 80 ready to adopt Catho- 
lic methods and invoke the aid of the civil 
power to advance their interests. 


"Tux Catholic American says: “ The Nation- 
alists are simply insane. They seem to desire 
the supplanting of almighty God and his 
ordinances by the divinity of the state.” 
Without passing here upon the Nationalists, 

- one way or other, we wish to hold up to op- 
probium this sentiment of the Catholic paper. 
If Catholics desire to discredit the National- 
ists, they should do so upon grounds and 
proofs that their schemes are detrimenta] to 
the interests of the community. These are 
the only permissible grounds. This opposi- 
tion to every change from the existent and 
the old, simply because it is a change, and 
denunciation of it as supplanting God's estab- 
lished order, is what has worked such incom- 
putable harm throughout human annals. 

Tur Methodist Times of London says: 
* Nothing in the whole history of ecclesias- 
tical Obristianity is so indefensible and outrag- 
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eous as the indifference with which the 
churches hav tolerated the long reign of mil- 
itarism. Even now we hav apparently less 
sympathy with the‘ prince of peace than 
Atheists, Socialists, aud revolutionary Nihil- 
ists, who are never tired of denouncing war 
and pleading for a new era of universal broth- 
erhood. It is impossible for Christian 
churches to repudiate responsibility for the 
existing condition of Europe. If we acted 
together, a European war would be impos- 
sible. If all the ministers of religion of the 
evangelical, Anglican, Latin, and Greek 
churches agreed to establish a ‘ truce of God,’ 
neither the German emperor, nor the czar, 
nor anybody else, could move a regiment.” 


Tax Pittsburgh Christian Advocate voices 
the feeling of all the friends of pronounced 


Christian principles iu civil government, 


comments the Christian Statesman, when it 
says: “ We confess to very great disappoint- 
ment in the religious features of President 
Harrison’s administration. He is a Chris- 
tian man, an officer and for years a Sabbath- 
school teacher in the Presbyterian church. 
Much was expected of himin the way of proper 
example in his high office, and of respect 
for the Christian principles and sentiment of 
the country. But in some respects we hav 
not seen them.  Intoxicsting liquors hav 
been served on his table on state occasions, 
and lately a ‘ german,’ one of the most offen. 
siv and disgusting of all the public dances, 
was given in the White House. It was a full 
dregs (rather undress) affair, such as but few 
thoughtful mothers would suffer their daugh- 
ters to attend, Chaplain Milburn says there 
has not been any such public exhibition in 


he presidential mansion since the marriage 


of President Tyler. Pretty soon the people 
will wonder what the difference is between a 
Christian president and one who is not a 
Christian. ” 


Tue retrogressiv character of Emperor 
William’s obtrusiv assertion of his claim of 
divine right, provokes comment. A London 
writer thus contrasts the spectacle of the 
Paris Exposition that was held to celebrate 
the overthrow of divine and other monarch- 
ism, with that presented by this young Ger- 
man bigot: ‘‘In June, 1888, workmen were 
toiling in the Champ de Mars upon the foun- 
dations of a noble exhibition, planned to cel- 
ebrate the centenary of the death by violence 
of the Divine Right of Kings, and four thou- 
sand miles westward, in the city of Chicago, 
national delegates were assembled to select 
the twenty-third president of a great republic, 
which also stood upon the threshold of its 
hundredth birthday. These were both sug- 
gestiv facts, full of hopeful and inspiring 
thoughts to the serious mind. Taken by 
themselvs they seem very eloquent proofs of 
the progress which Liberty, Enlightenment, 
the Rights of Man, and other admirable ab- 
stractions spelled with capital letters, had 
made during the century. But unfortunately, 
history will not take them by themselvs. 
That same June of 1888 witnessed a spectacle 
of quite another sort ina third large city—a 
spectacle which gave the lie direct to every- 
thing that Paris and Chicago seemed to say. 
This sharp and clamorous note of contradic- 
tion came from Berlin, where a helmeted and 
crimson-cloaked young man, still in his 
thirtieth year, stood erect on a throne, sur- 
rounded by the bowing forms of twenty rul- 
ing sovereigns, and proclaimed with the 
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harsh, peremptory voice of a drill sergeant, 
that he was a War Lord, a Mailed Hand of 
Providence, and a sovereign specially con- 
ceived, created, and invested with power by 
God, for the personal government of some 
fifty millions of people.” 


TuERE is a child's paper published in the 
interests of the Catholic parochial schools 
called the Catholic Youth. We quote from 
it: ‘‘Catholic parents should not be induced 
to send their children to the public schools 
for the reason that they are acquainted with 
some of the principals or teachers of these 
schools and think them to be good Catholics, 
who will see that their children's religion will? 
not be interfered with while they are under 
their charge. The reason is a bad one; the 
principals and teachers in the public schools 
may be Catholics, but they are forbidden to 
teach religion of any kind to their scholars. 
Therefore, the Catholic children might as 
well be under the care of Protestant, Jew, or 
Infidel teachers. Some of the Catholic teach- 
ers in the public schools are so zealous in 
their business that they travel around their 
school district and try to induce Catholic 
parents to take their children from Catholic 
schools and send them to the public schools. 
Their motiv in doing this is to keep their 
classes well filled so as not to lose their place 
as teachers, or not lose their reputation for 
good attendance in the different classes. 
They are looking out not for worldly inter- 
ests, and Catholic parents should pay no heed 
to their solicitations. As for the Catholicity 
of such teachers, it must be at a low ebb, 
because they are working in direct opposition 
to the laws of the Catholic church, in which 
they claim a membership.” 
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SOME CHURCH DOCUMENTS. 


SENTENCE AND ABJURATION OF GALILEO. 


Sentence of the Zribunal of the Supreme Inquisi 
tion against Galileo Galilei, given the 22d day 
of June of the year 1633. 


We, Gasparo cf Santa Oroce in Gerusalemme, Bor- 


gia; $ 
Brother Felice. Centino of S. Anastasia, called As- 
coli; 
Guido of Santa Maria del Popolo, Bentivoglio ; 
Brother Desiderio Scaglia of S. Carlo, called of 
Cremona; 
Brother Antonio Barberino, called of S. Onofrio ; 
Laudivio Zacchia, of S. Pietro in Vincoli, called of 
San Sisto; 
Berlingero of S. Agastino, Gessi ; 
Fabricio of S. Vincenzo in pane e perna, Verospi; 
Francisco di S. Lorenzo in Damaso, Barberino ; 
Marzio di Santa Maria Nuova, Ginetti. 

By mercy of God’ Oardinsis of the Holy Roman 
Church, Inquisitors of the Holy Apostolic See, in the 
whole Ohristian Republic specially deputed against 
heretical depravity : 

It being the case that thou, Galileo, son of the 
late Vincerzio Galilei, a Florentine, now aged 
seventy, wast denounced in this Holy office in 1615: 

That thou heldest as true the false doctrin taught 
by many, that the Sun was the center of the universe 


. and immovable, and that the Earth moved, and bad 


also a diurnal motion. That on this same matter 
thou didst hold a correspondence with certain Ger- 
man mathematicians: That thou hadst caused to be 
printed certain letters entitled On the Solar Spots, 
in the which thou didst explsin the said doctrin to 
be true; Aud that, to the objections put forth to thee 
at various times, based on and drawn from Holy 
Scripture, thou didst answer, commenting upon and 
explaining the said Scripture after thy own fashion : 
And thereupon following was presented (to this tri- 
bunal) a copy of a writing in form of a letter, which 
was ssid to hav been written by thee to such an 
one, at one time thy disciple, in which, following the 
position of Copernicus, are contained various prop- 
ositions contrary to the true sense and authority of 
the Holy Soripture: 

This Holy Tribunal desiring to obviate the dis- 
order and mischief which had resulted from this, and 
which was constantly increasing to the prejudice of 
the Holy Faith ; by order of our Lord (Pope) and of 
the most eminent Lords Cardinal of this Supreme 
and Universal Inquisition, the two propositions of 
the stability of the Sun and of the motion of the 
Earth were by the qualified theologians thus sd. 
judged : 

That the Sun is the center of the universe, and 
doth not move from his place is & proposition absurd 
and false in philosophy, and formally heretical ; 
being expressly contrary to Holy Writ: That the 
Earth is not the center cf the universe nor immove- 
able, but that it moves, even with a diurnal motion, 
is likewise a proposition absurd and false in pbi- 
losophy, and considered in theology ad minus 
erroneous in faith. 

But being willing at that time to proceed with 
leniency toward thee, it was decreed in the Sacred 
Congregation held before our Lord (Pope) on the 
25th of February, 1616, that the most eminent Lord 
Cardinal Bellarmine should order thee, that thou 
shouldst entirely leave and reject the ssid doctrin, 
and that thou wast neither to teach it to others, nor 
to hoid and defend it, to which precept, if thou didst 
not giv heed, thou wast to be imprisoned: and on 
execution of the said decree, the following day in the 
palace and in the presence of the said most Eminent 
Lord Cardinal Bellarmine, after having been advised 
and admonished benignantly by the said Lord Car- 
dinal, thou didst receive a precept from the then 
Father Commissary of the Holy Office in the presence 
of a notary and witnesses, that thou shouldst en- 
tirely abandon the said false opinion, and for the 
future neither uphold nor teach it in any manner 
whatever, either orally or in writing; and having 
promised obedience, thou wast dismissed. 

And to the end that this pernicious doctrin might 
be rooted out and prevented from spreading, to the 
grave prejudice of Catholic truth, a decree was 
issued by the Sacred Congregation of the Index, pro- 
hibiting books which treated of the said doctrin, 
which was declared to be false and entirely contrary 
to Holy Seripture. . 

And there having lately appeared here a book 
printed in Florence this past year, whose superscrip- 
tion showeth thyself to be the author, the title being: 
Dialog of Galileo Galilei on the Two Great Sys- 
tems of the World, the Ptolemaic and the Coperni- 
can : and the Sacred Congregation having been in- 
formed that in consequence of the said book the 
falee opinion of the mobility of the earth and the 
stability of the sun was daily gaining ground; the 
said book was diligently examined, and was found 
openly to transgress the precept which had been 
made to thee, for that thou in the said book hadst 
defended the said already condemned opinion, which 
hed been declared false before thy face; whereas 


thou in the said book by means of various eubterfuges 
dost endeavor to persuade thyself that thou dost 
leave it undecided and merely probable. The which 
however is a most grave error, since in no way can 
an opinion be probable which has been declared and 
defined to be contrary to Holy Soripture. 

Wherefore by our order thou wast cited before 
this Holy Office, in which being examined upon oath, 
thou didst acknowledge thyself to hav written and 
caused to be printed the said book. Thou didst 
confess that, ten or twelve years previously, after 
having received the precept above mentioned, thou 
didst begin to write the said book; that thou didst 
ask for a license to print it, without signifying to 
those from whom thou didst receive such license, 
that thou hadst a precept forbidding thee to hold, 
defend, or teach in any way whatever such doctrin. 

Thou didst likewise confess, that the said book is 
in more places than one so written that the reader 
might form an idea that the arguments brought 
forward in favor of the false opinion were pronounced 
in such guise that by their efficacy they were more 
apt to convince than easy to be overturned; excusing 
thyself for having fallen into an error s0 alien, sayest 
thou, to thy intention, for that thou hadst written in 
form of a dialog, and for the natural complacence 
with which each one doth view bis own subtlety in 
showing himself more acute than the common herd 
of men, in finding even for false propositions inge- 
nious discourse to make them apparently probable. 

And a convenient period having been assigned 
thee for thy defense, thou didst produce a certificate 
written by the hand of the most eminent Lord Oar- 
dinal Bellarmine, procured by thee, as thou saidst, 
for the purpose of defending thyself from the calum- 
nies of thy enemies, who had ssid that thou hadst 
abjured and hadst been punished by the Holy office. 
In the which certificate it is written that thou hadst 
not abjured, neither hadst thou been subjected to 
punishment, but that only the declaration made by 
Our Lord (Pope) and published by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Index had been made known to 
thee, the which contains that the dostrin of the 
Earth's motion and of the stability of the sun is con- 
trary to Holy Scripture, and may therefore neither 
be defended nor held: and that whereas in the said 
certificate no mention was made of two particulars 
of the precept, to wit, docere and quovis modo, it 
was to be thought that in the course of fourteen or 
sixteen years thou hadst lost all remembrance of it; 
and that for this same reason thou hadst been silent 
respecting the precept when thou didat ask for 
license to print the said book. And all this thou 
saidst not to excuse thy error, but that it might be 
attributed to a vain ambition rather than to malicious 
intent. But from the said precept produced in thy 
defense, thou hast aggravated thy faults; whereas, 
the ssid opinion being therein declared contrary to 
Holy Writ, thou hast nevertheless dared to treat of 
it, to defend it, and to persuade that it was prob. 
able; nor doth justify thee the license which thou 
didst extort with craft and cunning, not having noti- 
fied the precept which had been given thee. 

And, as it appeared to Us that thou hadst not said 
the whole truth concerning thy intention, we judged 
it to be necessary to proceed to the vigorous exami- 
nation of thee, in which (without prejudice to any of 
the things confessed by thee, or deduced against 
thee, as above, respecting thy said intention, thou 
answeredst like a good Catholic. Therefore, having 
seen and maturely considered the merits of thy case, 
with thy above-mentioned confessions and excuses, 
We hav adjudged against thee the herein-written 
definit sentence. 

Invoking then the Most Holy Name of Our Lord 
Jesus QOhrist, and of His Most glorious Mother 
Mary, ever Virgin, for this Our definit sentence, the 
which sitting pro tribunali, by the counsel and opin- 
ion of the Reverend Masters of theology and doctors 
of both laws, Our Counselors, we present in these 
writings, in the cause and causes currently before Us, 
between the magnificent Carlo Sinceri, doctor of 
both laws, procurator fiscal of this Holy Office on 
the one part, and thou Galileo Galilei, guilty, here 
present, confessed and judged, on the other part: 

We say, pronounce, sentence, and declare, that 
thou, the said Galileo, by the things deduced during 
this trial, and by thee confessed as above, hath ren- 
dered thyself vehemently suspected of heresy by 
this Holy Office, that is, of having believed and held 
a doctrin which is false, and contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures, to wit: that the Sun is the center of the 
universe, and that it does not move from east to 
west, and that the Earth moves and is not the center 
of the universe: and that an opinion may be held 
and defended as probable after having been declared 
and defined as contrary to Holy Scripture; and in 
consequence thou hast incurred all the censures and 
penalties of the Sacred Canons, and other decrees 
both general and particular, against such cffenders 
imposed and promulgated. From the which We are 
content that thou shouldst be absolved if, first of 
all, with a sincere heart and unfeigned faith, thou 
dost before Us abjure, curse, and detest the above- 
mentioned errors and heresies, and any other error 
and heresy contrary to the Oatholio and Apostolic 


Roman Church, after ihe manner that We shall 
require of thee. 

And to the end that this thy grave error and 
transgression remain not entirely unpunished, and 
that thou mayest be more cautious for the future, 
and an example to others to abstain from and avoid 
similar offenses, We order that by a public edict the 
book of Dialogs of Gulileo Galilei be prohibited, 
and we condemn thee to the prison of this Holy 
Office during Our will and pleasure; and as a salu- 
tary penance We enjoin on thee that for the apace of 
three years thou shalt recite once a week the Seven 
Penitential Psalms, reserving to Ourselvs the faculty 
of moderating, changing, or taking from, all or part 
of the above-mentioned pains and penalties. 

And thus We say, pronounee, declare, order, con- 
demn, and reserve in this and in any other better 
way and form which by right We can and ought. 

Tta pronunciamus nos Cardinalis infrascripti, 

F. Cardinalis de Asculo. 
G. Cardinalis Bentivolius. 
D. Oardinalis de Cremona. 
A. Cardinalis S. Honuphri. 
B. Oardinalis Gypsius. 

F. Cardinalis Verospius. 
M. Cardinalis Ginettus. 


THE ABJURATION OF GALILEO. 

I, Galileo Galilei, son of the late Vincent Galileo, 
a Florentine, of the sge of seventy, sppearing per- 
sonelly in judgment, and being on my knees in the 
presence of you, most eminent and most reverend 
Lords, Cardinals of the Universal christian Common- 
wealth, Inquisitors General against heretical deprav- 
ity, having before my eyes the holy gospels, on which 
I now lay my bands, swear that I always believed, 
and now believe, and, God helping, that I shall for 
the future always believe whatever the holy catholic 
and apostolic Roman church holds, preaches, and 
teaches. But because this holy office had enjoined 
me by precept, entirely to relinquish the false dogma, 
which maintains that the sun is the center of the 
world and immovable, and that the earth is not the 
center and moves—nor to.hold, defend, and teach by 
any means, or by writing, the aforesaid false doctrin 
—and after it had been notified to me, that the 
aforesaid dootrin is repugnant to the holy seripture, 
I hav written and printed a book in which I treat of 


the same doctrin already ecndemned, and adduced ` 


reasons with great efficacy in favor of it, not offering 
any solution of them; therefore I hav been adjudged 
and vehemently suspected of heresy—namely, that I 
maintained and believed, that the sun is the center 
of the world, and immovable, and that the earth is 
not the center, and moves. 

Therefore, being willing to take oui of the minds 
of your eminences, and of every catholic christian 
this vehement suspicion, of right conceived against 
me, I, with sincere heart and faith unfeigned, abjure, 
execrate, and detest the above said errors and here- 
sies, and generally every other error and sect con- 
trary to the above said holy church; and I swear 
that I will never any more hereafter say or assert, by 
speech or writing, anything through which the like 
suspicion may be had of me—but if I shall know any 
one heretical, or suspected of heresy, I will denounce 
him to this holy office, or to the inquisitors and ordi- 
nary*of the place in which I shall be. I moreover 
swear and promis, that I will fulfill and observe en- 
tirely all the penitences which hav been imposed 
upon me, or which shall be imposed by this holy 
office. But if it shall happen, that I shall go con- 
trary (which God avert) to any of my words, prom- 
ises, protestations, and oaths, I subject myself to all 
the penalties and punishment, which by the holy 
canons and other constitutions, general and partiou- 
lar, hav been enacted and promulgated against such 
delinquents—So help me God, and his holy Gospels 
on which I now lay my hands. 

I, the aforesaid Galileo Galilei, hav abjured, sworn, 
promised, and hav bound myself as above, and in the 
fidelity of those with my own hands, and hav sub- 
scribed to this present writing of my abjuration, 
which I hav recited word by word. At Rome in the 
convent of Minerva, this 22d day of June, of the year 
1633. I, Ganmzo Ganz, hav 

abjured as above with 
my own hand. 


BLUE LAWS. 
LAWS OF CONNECTICUT. : 

No one shall be a freeman, or giv a vote, unless he 
be converted, and a member in full communion of 
one of the Churches allowed in this Dominion. 

No man shall hold any office, who is not sound in 
ihe faith, and faithful to this Dominion; and who- 
ever givs a vote to such a person, shall pay a fine of 
£l; for a second offense he shall be disfranchised. 


= 
* 


Each freeman shall swear by the blessed God to ` 


bear true allegiance to this Dominion, and that Jesug 
is the only King. 

No Quaker or Digesenter from the established wor- 
ship of this Dominion shall be allowed to giv a vote 
for the election of Magistrates, or any officer. 

No food or lodging shall be afforded to a Quaker, 
Adamite, or other Heretic, 


THE TRUTH SEEKIR, JULY 12, 1590. 
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If any person turns Quaker, he shall be banished 
and not suffered to return but upon pain of death. 

No Priest shall abide in the Dominion; he shall 
be banished, and suffer death on his return. Priests 
may be seized by anyone without a warrant. 

No one shall run on the Sabbath day, or walk in 
the garden or elsewhere, except reverently to and 
from meeting. 

No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, 
sweep house, cut hair, or shave, on the Sabbath day. 

No woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath or 
fasting day. 

The Sabbath shall begin at sunset on Saturday. 

Every rateable person who refuses to pay his pro- 
portion to the support of the Minister of the town or 
parish, shall be fined by the Court £2, and £4 every 
quarter, until he or she pay the rate to the Minister. 

CONNEOTIOUT CODE, 1733. 


Non-attendanee on publie worship, to be punished 
by a fine of three shillings. 


NEW HAVEN OODE, 1655. 


Whosoever shall profane the Lord's day or any 
part of it, either by sinful, servil work, or by unlaw- 
ful sport, recreation, or otherwise, whether willfully 
or in a careless neglect, shall be duly punished by 
fine, imprisonment, or corporally, according to the 
nature and measure of the sin and offense. But if 
the court upon examination, by clear and satisfying 
evidenc», find that the sin was proudly, presumptu- 
ously, and with a high hand, committed against the 
known command and authority of the blessed God, 
such a person therein despising and reproaching the 
Lord, SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH, that all 
others may fear and shun such provoking, rebellious 
courses (Numb. 15: from 30 to 36 verse). 


MASSACHUSETTS OODE, 1634-5. 

If any christian so called shall contempt- 
uously behave himselfe toward ye word preached, or 
ye messengrs thereof called to dispense ye same in 
any congregation, 
cast upon his true doctrine or himselfe any reproach 

shall for ye first seandolebe convented . . 
and bound to their good behaviour ; and if a second 
time they breake forth into ye like contemptuous 
carriages, either to pay £5 to ye public treasury or to 
stand two houres openly upon a block 4 foote high, 
on a lecture day, wth a pap fixed on his breast wth 
this, A Wanton Gospeller written in capitall lettres yt 
othrs may fear & be ashamed of breaking out into 
the like wickednes. 


Though no humane powr be Lord ovr ye faith & 


consciences of men and therefore may not constraine 
ym to beleeve or pfes agst their conscience, yet be- 
cause such as bring in damnable heresies tending to 
ye subversion of ye Christian faith ought 
duely to be restrained from such notorious impiety, 
if any christian . shall go about to subvert 
i ae ye Christian faith, by brorgching . . . 
any damnable heresy, as deniing ye imortality of ye 
Boule, or ye resurrection of ye body, or any sinn to be 
repented of in ye regenrate, or any evill done by ye 
outward man to be accounted sinn, or deniing yt 
Christ gave himselfe a ransome for or sinns A 
or any othr heresy of such nature & degree . . . 
shall pay to ye comon treasury during ye first six 
months 203. a month and for ye next six months 40s. 
p. m., and so to continue dureing his obstinacy; and 
if any such pson shall endeavr to seduce others 
he shall forfeit for every severall offense 
a five pounds. 

For ye honnor of ye aetaernall God, whome only 
wee Worpp and serve [it is ordered that] no pson 
wthin this jurisdicon, whether Xtian or pagan, shall 
wittingly and willingly psume to blaspheme his holy 
name either by wilfull or obstinate denying ye true 
God, or reproach ye holy religion of God, as if it 
were but a polliticke devise to keepe ignorant men 
in awe, . or deny his creation or goumnt of 
ye world, or shall curse God, or shall vtter any other 
eminent kind of blasphemy, of ye like nature and de- 
gree; if any pson or psons wtsoeuer wthin our juris- 
dicon shall breake this lawe they shall be putt to 
death. 

MABBAOHUSETTS CODE, 1646. . 


That wheresoever the ministry of the Word is eg- 
tablished, according to the order of the gospel, 
throughout this jurisdiction, every person shall duly 
resort and attend thereunto, respectivly, upon the 
Lord's days and upon such public fast days and days 
of thanksgiving as are to be generally held by the 
appointment of authority. And if any person within 
this jurisdiction shall, without just and necessary 
cause, withdraw himself from hearing the public 
ministry of the Word, after due means of conviction 
used, he shall forfeit for his absence from every such 
public meeting five shillings. 

PLYMOUTH OOLONY OODE, 1651. 

It is enacted by the court that whatsoever person 
or persons shall neglect the frequenting the public 
worship of God that is according to God, in the 
places where they liv, or do assemble themselvs upon 
any pretense whatsoever, contrary to God and the 
allowance of the government, tending to the subver- 
sion of religion and churches, or palpable profanation 


or like a sonn of Corah | W 


of God's holy ordinances, being duly convicted, viz., 
everyone that is a master or dame of a family, or any 
other person at their own disposing, to pay fen shil- 
lings for every such default. 

VIRGINIA CODE, 1623. 


_ Whosoever shall absent himself from divine serv- 
ice any Sunday without an allowed excuse, shall for- 
feit a pound of tobacco ; and he that absents himself 
for a month shall forfeit fifty pounds of tobacco. 


THE PULPIT ON WITCHORAFT IN AMERICA. 
REV. COTTON MATHERB EXHORTATION WHIOH PRODUCED 
THE MASSACHUSETTS EXEOUTIONS. 

These witches hav met in hellish ran- 
dezvouszes. In these hellish meetings, 
these monsters hav associated themselys to do no 
less a thing than to destroy the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in these parts of the World. 
We are truly come into a day which, by being well 
managed, might be very glorious, for the exterminat- 
ing of those accursed things. Consider, 
also, the misery of them whom witchcraft may be 
let loose upon. What is it to fall into the hands of 
devils? Oh, what a direful thing it is, to be prickt 
with ping, and stab’d with knives all over, and to be 
fld all over with broken bones? "Tis impossible 
to reckon up the varieties of miseries which those 
monsters inflict where they can hav a blow. No 
less than death, and that a languishing and a terrible 
death will eatisfie the rage of those formidable 
dragons. 


BILLS FOR EXECUTING HERETICS. 
BILL FOR BURNING RIDLEY AND LATIMER, 
DINNER. 


m 
tO t0 Q0; CO OD t0 2 00 


The three Ginners........cccssesssssveseveseeee£O 2 
TO BURN LATIMER AND RIDLEY. 
For three loads of wood fagots to burn Latimer 


a 


ANd Ridley ........... cesses eene nee siensia Sai £0 19 0 

Item, 1 load of furze fagots. ................eseseusseseee 08 4 
Item, for the carriage of these 4 loada................... 026 
Jtem; a: polo... 11: oobis sis sei pt nate isa oko sa a or ssa ak aa vin 014 
Item, 2 Chaind.....s.ccccssssoessssoesesseesvseseasensvonsoeeseues 03 4 
Item, 2 staples. .......... eese nnne nante nenas 006 
Item, 4 laborers. ......... ecce eene 028 
15 8 


BILL FOR BURNING ORANMER. 
For 100 of wood fagots for the fire.. 
For 1001 of furze.................. se 
For the carriage of them. ... 
For two laborers 


BILL FOR BOILING FRIAR STONE. 


$8. d. 

Paid two men who sat at the kettle and parboiled him. 1 0 
To three men that carr'ed the quarters to the gates 

and get them UP. e.cccerccssccerscecsssstsssensvonssaeeenes 1 0 


.| PROSLAVERY DECISIONS OF AMERICAN 


CHURCHES. 
OLERGY OF RICHMOND, VA, JULY 29, 1835. 

Resolved, That we earnestly deprecate the 
unwarrantable and highly improper interference of 
the people of any other state with the domestic rela- 
tions of master and slave. 

That the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
his apostles, in not interfering with the question of 
slavery, but uniformly recognizing the relations of 
master and servant, and giving full and affectionate 
instruction to both, is worthy of the imitation of all 
ministers of the gospel. 

That we will not patronize nor receive any pam- 
phlet or newspaper of the antislavery societies, and 
that we will discountenance the circulation of all 
such papers in the community. 

That the suspicions which hav prevailed to a con- 
‘siderable extent against ministers of the gospel and 
professors of religion in the state of Virginia, as 
identified with Abolitionists, are wholly wnmerited, 
believing as we do, from extensiv acquaintance with 
our churches and brethren, that they are unanimous 


in opposing the pernicious schemes of Abolitionists. | . 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURQOH. 
General Conference, 1836. 

1. Resolved, By the delegates of the annual con- 
ference in general conference assembled, that they 
disapprove in the most unqualified sense, the con- 
duct of the two members of the general conference 
who are reported to hav lectured in this city recently, 
upon, and in favor of, modern Abolitionism. 

2. Resolved, By the delegates of the annual con- 
ferences in general conference assembled, that they 
are decidedly opposed to modern Abolitionism, and 
wholly disclaim any right, wish, or intention to inter- 
fere in the civil and political relation between master 
and slave as it exists in the slaveholding states of 
this Union. 

Ohio Conference, 1836. 

1, Resolved, That we deeply regret the proceed- 

ings of the Abolitionists and antislavery societies in 


the free states, and the consequent excitement pro-! 


duced thereby in the slave states; that we, as 2 con- 
ference, disclaim all connestion and ccdperation 
with or belief in the same; and that we hereby 
recommend to our junior preachers, local brethren, 
and private members within our bounds to abstain 
from any connection with them, or participation of 
their acts in the premises whatever. 

2. Resolved, That those brethren and citizens of 
the North who resist the Abolition movements with 
firmness and moderation, are the true friends to the 
church, to the slaves of the South, and to the consti- 
tution of our common country, eto. 

New York Conference, 1836. 

1. Resolved, That this conference fully concur in 
the advice of the late general conference, as expressed 
in their pastoral address. 

2, Resolved, That we disapprove of the members 
of this conference patronizing or in any way giving 


: | countenance to a paper called Zion’s Watchman,* 


beoause in our opiaion it tends to disturb the peace 
and harmony of the body by sowing dissensions in 
the church. 
Georgia Conference. 

. Resolved unanimously that, Whereas, there is a 
clause in the disciplin of our church, which states 
that we are as much as ever convinced of the great 
evil of slavery; and whereas the said clause has 
been perverted by some, and used in such a manner 
as to produce the impression that the Methodist 
Episcopal church believed slavery to be a moral evil. 

Therefore, Resolved, That it is the sense of the 
Georgia annual conference that slavery, as it exists 
in the United States, is not a moral evil. 

Resolved, That we view slavery as a civil and 
domestic institution, and one with which, as minis- 
ters of Christ, we hav nothing to do, further than to 
ameliorate the condition of the slave by endeavoring 
to impart to him and his master the benign influences 
of the religion of Christ, and aiding both on their 
way to heaven. 

That the Georgia annual conference regard with 
feelings of profound respect and approbation the 
dignified course pursued by our several superintend- 
ents or bishops in suppressing the attempis that hav 
been made by various individuals to get up and pro- 
tract an excitement in the churches and country on 
the subject of abolitionism. 

Resolved, further, That they shall hav our cordial 
and zealous support in sustaining them in the 
ground they hav taken. 

South Carolina Conference. 

We hold that the subject of slavery in these 
United States is not one proper for the action of the 
church, but is exclusivly appropriate to the civil 
authorities. : 

BAPTIST OHURCH. 

addressed by Charleston Baptist Association to 
‘Se ;9 Legislature of South Carolina, 1835. 

The undersigned would further represent, that the 
said association does not consider that the holy 
scriptures hav made the fact of slavery a question of 
morals at all. The Divine Author of our holy relig- 
ion, in particular, found slavery a part of the exist- 
ing institutions of society ; with which, if not sinful, 
it was not his design to intermeddle, but to leave 
them entirely to the control of men. Adopting this, 
therefore, as one of the allowed arrangements of 
society, he made it the province of his religion only 
to prescribe the reciprocal duties of the relation. 
. . « The right of masters to dispose of the time 
of their slaves has been distinctly recognized by the 
Creator of all things. 

PRESBYTERIAN OHURCH, 1836. 
Committee’s report to General Assembly, 1885— 

That after the most mature deliberation, which 
they hav been able to bestow on the interesting and 
important question referred to them, they would 
most respectfully recommend to the General Assem- 
bly, the adoption of the following preamble and reso- 
lution : 

Wuerzas, The subject of slavery is inseparably 
connected with the laws of many of the states of this 
Union, with which it is by no means proper for an 
ecclesiastical judicature to interfere, and involves 
many considerations in regard to which great diver- 
sity of Opinion and intensity of feeling, are known to 
exist in the churches represented in this Assembly : 


Resolved, 1. That it is not expedient for the 
Assembly to take any further order in relation to this 
subject. 


PRIOR.LIST OF ABSOLUTIONS AND IN- 
DULGENOES IN THE ROMAN CATH; 
OLIO CHURCH. 


SCHEDULE OF POPE JOHN XXII, 
Francs. Sous, 
An ecclesiastic committing the sin of the flesh, 
whether with nuns, his cousins, n'eces, 


god-daughters, or any other woman......... 67 19 
A priest deflouring a virgin............. eene 3 8 
Permission to a nun, who has abandoned herself 

to several men, to become abbess......... ee 18! 15 
Permission to priest to liv in concubinage with 

his relativa... Hn 76 1 


*Zion’s Watchman is a newspaper devoted to the anti- 
slavery cause and the religious interests of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. : 


438 
Adultery in woman... 87 8 
Adultery in man 87 3 
INCOGt MEL 98 8 
Absolution and assurance against all pursuit, for 

the crimes of rapine, robbery, and incen- 

diariam 0.2... .ccccesccnneceeceereceecceseccaseceeeseeee 181 q 
Murder of 8 layman. .........csscecsssceerssssecsssesteeees 15 4 
A husband striking his wife fatally................... 17 15 
Same crime committed to marry another woman 32 9 


For assisting in above crime, each person a8. 


sisting d rieuees ens Ken NE A eec USUS a URP ERE 2 
For murdering one's child. ...................... esses 17 15 
ADOFUOD: ee ee ves ee ev orsa paa Pa to ao nep nove rostos Sisin 17 15 
Murder of brother, sister, father, mother........... 17 15 
Absolution of a converted heretic..................... 269 
The son of a burnt heretic, or one put to death 

by any other torture, shall not be re- 

instated till he has paid............. .. 918 17 
Remission of debts of an ecclesiastic................ 17 9 
Smuggling, and defrauding a prince of his dues. 87 
Permission to a city to eat food of milk and meat 

during a forbidden season ...................... 731 10 
He who shall desire to break his oath, and be 

guaranteed from all pursuit and infamy, 

Shall pay . ...-«««« «eese nennen enn nonne nnno 181 15 


Taxation of Church Property. 


The following is a letter from C. B. Reynolds, sec- 
retary of the Washington Secular Union, to Gover- 
nor Ferry, announcing the non-assessment of church 
property by the assessors of the state, and urging 
the governor to insist on their prompt compliance 
with the constitution : 


WasnuiNGTON SECULAR UNION, 
2105 Seru Srrzet, SzaTTLE. Wasu , June 26. 1890. 
Hox Ezrısma P. Ferry, Governor of the State of 
Washington, Dear Sir: The board of directors of 
ihe Washington Secular Union would respeotfully 
eall your. attention to tbe fect that James A. Garfield 
said in Congress, June 22, 1874: 


The divorce of state and church ought to be absolute. It 
ought to be so absolute that no church property any where 
in any state, or in the nation, should be exempt from equal 
taxation, for if you exempt the property of &ny church 
organization to that extent you imposea tax upon the whole 
community. 


Gen. U. S. Grant, in his message of 1875, wrote: 


In connection with this important question I would call 
your attention to the importance of correcting an evil, that, 
if permitted to continue, will probably lead to great trouble 
before the close of the nineteenth century. It is the acqui 
sition of vast amounts of untaxed church property. In 1850 
Ibelieve the church property of the United States, which 
paid n^ tax, municipal or state. amounted to $87,000.000. In 
1860 the amount was doubled. In 1870 it was $353,483,- 
587. By 1890, without a check, it is safe to say this prop- 
erty will reach a sum exceeding three billions. So vast a 
sum, receiving all the protection and benefits of government, 
without bearing its proportion of the burdens and expenses 
of the same, will not be looked upon acquiescently by those 
who hav to pay the taxes. In a growing country, where 
real estate enhances so rapidly with time as in the United 


States, there is scarcely a limit to the wealth th be 
acquired by corporations—religious or otherwisf, wed 
to retain real estate without taxation. The accuwmlation of 


80 vast & property as here alluded to, without taxation, may 
lead to sequestration without constitutional authority, and 
through blood. I would suggest the taxation of all property 
equally. 

In harmony with these admonitions, founded on 
wisdom, justice, and true patriotism, the framers of 
our state constitution provided : 

Art. i, Sec. 11. No public money or property shall be ap- 
-propriated to any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, 
or the support of any religious establishment. 

We appeal to you, would not exemption of any 
church property from taxation be to appropriate and 
apply the amount of the taxes that should be paid 
by the owners of said property to the support of 
that church or religious establishment ? 

Is not such exemption repugnant to, and a violation 
alike of the letter and spirit of, the constitution ? 

Art. vii, Sec. 1. All property in the state not exempt under 
the law of the United States or under this constitution shall 
be taxed in proportion to ita value, to be ascertained as pro- 
vided by law. 

Is not this provision peremptory, and of immedi- 
ate effect? Had the territorial law exempted all 
iron-workers from taxation, would there be a shadow 
of doubt in any sane mind that on the adoption of 
this constitution all such exemptions ceased ? 

Would it hav heen pretended that the territorial 
law exempting iron-workers held good for another 
year, despite the provisions of the state constitution ? 

Would not such unjust discrimination, preference, 
and appropriation of public money by the exemption 
of certain corporations who dealt in iron over all 
other property-owners be self-evidently repugnant 
to the constitution ? 

_ Art. vii, Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law a 
uniform and equal rate of assessment and taxation on all 
property in the state according to its value in money, and 
shall prescribe such regulations by general law as shall 
secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, so that 
every person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion 
of the value of his, her, or it8 property. 

Art. xxvii, Sec. 2. All laws now in forcein the territory of 
Washington which are not repugnant to this constitution 
shall remain in, force until they expire of their own limitation 
or are altered or repealed by the legislature. 

All property in the state, every person and corpo 
ration, shall pay tax. The territorial law exempting 
church property to the value of $5,000 is repugnant 
to the just and equitable provisions of this constitu- 
tion, and, by Article xxvii, Section 2, is therefore 

` made void and of non-effect. 


Art. xxvii, Sec. 2. Provided further, that the property of 
the United States, and of the state, counties, school districts 
and other municipal corporations, and such other property 
a8 the legisiature may by general law provide, shall be ex- 
empt from taxation. 

No church property has been so exempted, but on 
the contrary the législature passed “ An act to pro- 
vide for the assessment and collection of taxes in the 
state of Washirgton” (page ~606 of session laws of 
1889-90), in exact harmony with the letter and spirit 
of the constitution in Section 5 of said act enumerat- 
ing property that shall be exempt from taxation, 
rightfully and justly omitting exemption of any 
church, private school, or hospital property—other 
than public schools and county hospitals. And Sec- 
tion 48 of said act provides, 

That all property shall. be assessed at its true and fair 
value in money. In determining the true and fair value of 
real and personal property the assessor shall not adopt a 
lower or different standard of value because the same is to 
serve as a basis of taxation. 


And in Section 154 of said act, 


All laws and parts of laws heretofore enacted upon any of 
the subjects in this act provided for be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Thus the territorial law exempting church prop- 
erty from taxation unless of greater value than 
$5,000 is repealed, rendered nugatory and of none 
effect. — 

First, by the plain and unmistakable provisions of 
the constitution as herein quoted. 

Secondly, by the act of the legislature herein re- 
ferred to, the which became the law of the state and 
of binding force and effect at the expiration of ninety 
days from the adjournment of the legislature, to-wit, 
this 26ih day of June, 1890. 

The secretary of the Washington Secular Union 
has made special inquiries in different parts of the 
state, and from other reliable information the board 
of directors of the Washington Secular Union verily 
believe that very many auditors and assessors 
throughout the state are acting as though the terri- 
tory Jaw exempting church property to the value of 
$5,000 was still of binding force and effect, and will- 
fully or in ignorance are ignoring the requirements 
of the constitution. 

Therefore, the officers and members of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union respectfully appeal to you ss 
governor of the state, that in compliance with Article 
iii, Section 5, of the constitution, snd an ect of the 
legislature (p. 64, session Jaws 1889-90) entitled, 
“An sot relating to the duties of the governor," 
Section 1, first —to supervise the conduct of all ex- 
ecutiv and municipal officers ; second—to see that 
all offices are filled, and the duties therefor per- 
formed, you will immediately issue instructions to 
the auditors and assessors throughout the state that 
whenever, in any part of the state, church property 
has not been equitably assessed at the same ratio as 
the adjoining property—as the constitution provides 
—they proceed forthwith to assess such prop- 
erty, and to enter or cause the same to be entered on 
the assessment roll of their respectiv districts or pre- 
cincts, the same as they would do on discovery that 
any other property had willfully by negligence 
or design been omitted, passed over, or not entered 
on the assessment roll for taxation. 

The Washington Secular Union does not attack 
the rights of the church when insisting upon the just 
taxation of its property, but simply claims obedience 
to the provisions of the constitution, and justice to 
the people, and is but heeding the admonitions of 
the distinguished statesmen, Gen. U. S. Grant and 
James A. Garfield. 

The exemption of church property to the value of 
$5,000 has resulted in dishonesty of assessors and 
connivance at evasion of the law for pecuniary gain 
by some of our most wealthy churches. Although 
there are quite a number of cburches in the state 
valued at from $10,000 to $60,000, examination of 
the aesessment rolls shows very, very few assessed at 
over $4000. Thus the revenue of the territory has 
been defrauded, and the burden of honest taxpayers 
made heavier. 

Trusting your prompt action will avoid appeals to 
the various county boards of equalization, with fierce 
contentions, dissensions, and appeals to the courts, 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

C. B. Reynoxps, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 


Eminent Women. 
GEORGE BAND. 


The name of George Sand has been familiar to 
most of us for generations, and there are yet few of 
her admirers who know her by her real name, Aman- 
tine Lucile Aurore Dupin. She was born in the 
province of Berry, France, in 1804. Her father’s 
family was an old and very aristocratic one. He 
displeased his proud mother by marrying a trades- 
man’s daughter. He was killed at thirty years of 
age by a fall from a horse, leaving four children— 
three boys and Aurore—with but little means to 
support them. His mother offered to take charge of 


her son's children if their mother would giv up all | 


claim on them. The widow would not giv up her 
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boys, but as she was poor and had to work for a liv- 
ing, she sent the baby, Aurore, to her grandmother, 
who adopted her and kept her while she lived. The 
grandmother was a woman of strong character, 
proud and aristocratic, and her few friends were like 
herself—people of her own age and devoted to learn- 
ing, mind, and character, so the little girl had a 
lonely time of it, and all her associations were of a 
nature far beyond her age. The books, the talk, the 
employments, and enjoyments of the old lady and 
her friends were all unsuited to her age and temper- 
ament. 

So she wandered off in the fields and woods that 
surrounded the stately, gloomy home, finding in 
nature and in horseback ridings her highest pleas- 
ures, and “looking directly and lovingly into the face 
of nature, she learned the secrets which skies and 
water, fields and lanes, can teach the heart that loves 
them.” 

With hey intense, passionate disposition, and a 
heart craving love, it is no wonder she seoretly hated 
the aristocratic, domineering spirit of caste, which 
cut her off from the society she would hav enjoyed. 

Aurore, though cut off from genial companionship, 
was by no means neglected educationally. She had 
the best teachers in all things fitting her station. 

Madam Dupin, the grandmother, was an admirer 
of Rousseau, and Aurore listened esgerly to the con- 
versations, which helped to make her a revolutioniet, 
and though but a child she read the works of Rous- 
Beau with enthusiasm, and peopled her little world 
with heroes modeled from such souraees. 

At fifteen she was sent to a convent in Paris to 
finish her education, and grew devout and pious. 
Oharmed with the seeming peace snd quiet of the 
sisters, sil so different from her wild, restless, vehe- 
ment character, She wished to become a novice, but 
was finally persuaded by the sisters and her confessor 
to wait awhile, as her relativs would be so opposed 
to it. She consented, snd the feeling naturally wore 
off, and “Sainte Aurore” was the life and soul of all 
the recreations allowed in the convent, which included 
even theatrical performances. 

When sbout sixteen her grandmother died and she 
became heiress of the Dupin property, and then she 
sent word for her mother to come and liv with her. 
Though she had always longed for her mother, she 
found after she came that they were very uncon- 
genial in tastes and purBuits. Aurore was an aristo- 
crat by training and hsbite—though in theory a 
daughter of the peopie—so there was no real sym- 
pathy of feeling between them. Finally Aurore de- 
termined to try marriage as a road to freedom, and 
she became Madam Dudevant. The husband was 
twenty-seven and an officer in the imperial army, snd 
of good standing and character. 

“The mother was glad to be thus happily rid of 
the care of this unmanageable and eccentric daughter, 
while she hoped the joys and cares of wifehood would 
tone down the too exuberant nature.” 

M. Dudevant was dogmatic, commonplace, dull, 
and uninteresting. “He walked always on life's 
levels ; the hights and depths were to him undiscov- 
erable. To a woman like himself he would hav made 
a model husband ; to a woman of George Sand’s keen 
sensibilities, impassioned and impulsiv nature, life 
with this stolid, matter-of fact man became a series 
of battles against trivialities and pettiness which soon 
became too hard to be borne.” 

We all know that while great trials may be met 
with firmness and fortitude, amall worries and little 
continual aggravations wear out the best of resolu- 
tions. They separated by mvuiusl consent when she 
was twenty-four years old. She kept his two chil- 
dren, and was the most devoted of mothers. 

She found it hard to liv on her small income. She 
tried painting, and then turned to literature. 

She had a friend—some said a lover—Jules San- 
deau. The two friends wrote some novelets in con- 
junction with one another under the name of “Jules 
Sand,” and hence originated the idea of her adopted 
name, George Sand, as it was thought then no 
woman could win fame aud money as a writer, and 
her mind being strong and forcible, her works were 
as eminently masculin as feminin, thus proving there 
is no sex in mind. 

Hard and laborious as her labors now became, 
she was happy because free. 

She shocked society by many innovations of word 
and deed, and even went so far as to don male attire 
for the purpose of being nble to go out more quietly 
and unobservedly. 

Though once condemned by nearly all as living an 
immoral life, we find time has vindicated her, and she 
now stands as the head of ell French writers of 
fiction. 

Her soul was full of purity, high aspirations, 
noble feelings, grand principles, sud admirable 
beliefs. Conscientious, loving, and truthful, honest, 
frark, and energetic, she accomplished almost mira- 
cles. Independent and eelf-reliant, she was ages 
beyond her time, and even now the world fails to 
appreciate her as it will some time do. 

Her novels "Indiana" and * Consuelo" are her 
best-known works, erä once read are never forgotten. 

She died June, 1876, and over her grave the great 
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Victor Hugo thus eulogized her: “She is the one 
great woman in this country whose mission it was 
to finish the Frenoh Revolution and commence the 
Revolution of Humanity. Equality of the sexes 
being a branch of the equauty of man, a great 
woman was necessary. It was for a woman to prove 
that her mind might possess all gifts without losing 
a particle of her angelic nature—might at once be 
George Sand was that woman. 
She is one of the glories of our age and country. 
She had a great heart like Barbes, à great mind like 
She was 
good, and accordingly she had detractors, but the 
insults to her were of that kind which posterity will 


strong and gentle. 
Balzac, and a great soul like Lamartine. 


count as glories.” 


Thus it is the world crucifies its saviors, imprisons 


its teachers, and maligns its helpers ; and 


Jt is the one who does the best 
That gets more kicks than all the rest. 


Exmina DRAKE Suenker. 


2 oo — — — — 
On the Threshold of Prison. 


To tae Eprrog or Tug Trors Srexer, Sir: News 
from Boston that aif motions are overruled and that 
United States District Attcrney Allen will move for 
my sentence ab 11 a.m. to-morrow. Judge Carpenter 
seems to think tnat no law or custom can hinder his 


June 
25, 1878, twelve years ago, they had granted, in the 


will to make “ punishment” swift and severe. 


same court, five months and seven days between con- 
vistion and sentence. Now the Oomstock-Wana- 


maker order to “push Heywood” seems to hav free 


course to “stamp out” whom it wil. Many thanks 
to youand other Freethinkers for the timely and 
kindly service rendered. Whatever to-morrow brings 
me, I trust Mrs. Hey wood, the children, and the Word, 
as exponents of liberty in right here invaded, will 
hav the co-operativ support which the cause and the 
occasion bespeak. 

In your issue of June 21st, you spoke of Wana- 
maker’s order to Deacon Gregory, the postmaster 
here, relativ to furnishing “ proof” of publications 
for inspection before mailing, as like the Russian 
system. Please note in June Word that order goes 
much further than ezarism. A copy is required to 
be deposited for mailing before one can know 
whether it is mailable or not. That is, Wanamaker 


* orders” that one must render himself liable to ten 


years imprisonment and $5,000 fine as a means of 
learning what is mailable and what not. 

Piesse note also that Wanamaker’s “order” to 
Deaecn Gregory to hold publications to be used as 
basis of prosecution was utterly illegal : 

Such matter may be sent by express without violating any 


law of the United States.—Benedict, J., in U. S. vs. Bennett, 
16 Blatch, 058. 


Nor can regulations be enforced against the transportation 
of printed matter in the mail, which is open to examination, 
so 38 to interfere in any manner with the freedom of the 
press. Liberty of circulating is as essential to that freedom 
as liberty of publishing ; indeed, without the circulation the 
publication would be of little value. If, therefore, printed 
matter be excluded from the mails, its transportation in any 
other way cannot be forbidden by Congress.—Field, J., in 
Ex-Parte Jackson, 6 Otto, 783. 

After declining to maii matter the post-office de- 
partment has no further property or moral jurisdic- 
tion over it. But what is law to the Vice Society 
bounds, thirsting for Freethought blood? 

The state case still drifts; probably Henry Chase, 
the “agent” of the Boston Vice Society vipers, will 
hav to wait until the chief rattle-snake, Anthony 
Oomstock, alias John Wanamaker, has fastened his 
fangs in me. But the people will, by and by, sense 
the truth we stand for, see and say that the right 
thing was done at the right time and by the right 
man and woman here. In bonds or free, ever yours 
for Mental Freedom, ` E. H. Heywoop. 
Princeton, Mass., July 2, 1890. 


After writing you July 24, word eame that sen- 
tence is delayed; how long or why I know not. 
Possibly light is dawning into one * dark place of 
the earth” (the United States court in Boston). 

July 4, 1890. E. H. Hexwoop. 


8 9 — — — —— 
Our Suffering Sisters. 

Beaconsfield once said, “There are Jews and 
Jews.” In the same sense it is fair to say there are 
laws and laws. Some laws are useful for the protec- 
tion of the people, other laws are of no use but to 
excite contempt. A vast volume of this latter class 
of Jaws is being ground out oi legislativ mills in our 
times, and we are suffering from overproduction of 
unmarketable law, much of it badly damaged, much 
of it a mass of festering corruption that threatens 
social pestilence. 

This country is sfilicted just now with a swarm of 
unprincipled busybodies who hav a mania for regu- 
lating other people's morals by law. The practical 
result of this meddlesomeness of the incompetent is 
that laws are enforced to just that extent which will 
enable the police and constabulary to use them as a 
means of extorting blackmail, and not one whit fur- 
ther. While the rogues who make laws and the 
sharpers who make a net profit from their violation 
after paying roundly for immunity, eecape legal pen- 


alties. Those penalties bear with ponderous oppres- 
sion upon honest citizens who innocently transgress 
or who are guilty of technical violations of some pre- 
posterous malum prohibitum, and the discrimination 
practiced in the application of law works the de- 
thronement of all respect for law. 

I think the fellows that make these laws had 
better obey them. I hav been of that way of think- 
ing ever since the memorable exposure of the vase- 
line and salycilic acid pamphlet. But now there 
comes tò hand another case which more than ever 
confirms my notion that some way must be found to 
compel obedience to law on the part of those who 
work the legal racket on their fellow-citizens. 

The Internatidfla! Medical Missionary Society, 
with headquarters at 118 East Forty-fifth street, in 
the city ot New York, professes “to heal the sick, 
and preach the gospel in New York and other cities, 
and to train young men snd women to go abroad as 
medical missionaries." 

About the time of the conviction of Moses Harman 
and his sentence to five years’ imprisonment for mail- 
ing the Markland letter, there appeared a little 
sixteen-page pamphlet published by this Interna- 
tional Medical Missionary Society entitled, * Our 
Suffering Sisters.” This pamphlet is a reprint of an 
article written by Mrs. Geo. D. Dowkontt and 
originally published by said society in its periodical, 
the Medical Missionary Record, and the purpose of 
the reprint was that this article should be in a con- 
venient form for general and promiscuous distribu- 
tion. The society urges those into whose hande 
this pamphlet may fall to “giv ten copies to their 
lady friends” and promises that copies will be sent 
free on application to the author, whose address is 
given as at the above headquarters. 

The copy which lies before me, as I write, an- 
nounces that “a first edition (2 000) of this little 
book being exhausted, a second edition (of 5,000) is 
now issued,” and that * fifty copies can be had for 
one dollar.” It is within my knowledge that a num- 
ber of copies of “Our Suffering Sisters” hav been 
* deposited or proposed to be deposited in the mails 
for mailing and delivery" by the author. 

The first page of this book contains s list of officers 
and members, among whom is discernible a pienti- 
ful sprinkling of names of members, contributors, 
and sympathizers of the “Vice Society." Turning 
over to page 7, under the sub-title, “ Barbarous 
Ignorance,” we find a perfect counterpart of 
the Markland letter. It is a description of “the 
fearful tortures that tender women hav to endure 
through the ignorance and superstition that enshroud 
their lives,” and presents in vivid colors the agonies 
which the women of Ragoon, Burmsh, suffer in child- 
birth through the barbarous treatment of ignorant 
native midwives. The writer shows the horrible 
effects of ignorance, and deplores the lack of sex- 
knowledge, in the same way Mr. Markland does in his 
now famous letter. The spirit and purpose of both 
writers seem to be the same. To complete the par- 
alielism, the writer, who describes the sufferings cf 
women in India, makes use of the Latin term for 
the female sex organ in very much the same way 
that Mr. Markland uses the Latin term for the male 
sex organ in his story of the sufferings of women in 
America. The fact. that the only perceptible diffsr- 
ence between this little book and the Markland let 
ter is that in the first sympathy is evoked for “our 
suffering sisters” many thousands of miles away, 
while in the last compassion is asked for “our 
suffering sisters ”-at home, has led some one to query 
whether the law is to be enforced against us by a 
pexalty of five years’ imprisonment when our charity 
begins at home, while the mails are free for those who 
express similar ideas in similar language, but confine 
their efforts to work among the heathen abroad. 

No more humiliating and exasperating spectacle 
was ever presented to the American people than that 
of the barefaced, unrestrained, promiscuous circuls- 
tion cf “ Our Suffering Sisters” by the same people 
through whose co-operation the infamous Vice So- 
ciety has been enabled to imprison Moses Harman 
for five years under pretense that he did a great 
wrong in mailing the Markland Letter. 

I don’tsay there is anything obscene about “ Our 
Suffering Sisters.” I simply say that the fellows 
who made the laws had better be made to obey them. 

JAMBLIOHUS. 


te 
Heywood, Harman, and Reid. 


In many respects the situation of these three men 
is of a nature to call forth the sympathy of all friends 
of humanity and lovers of justice everywhere. In 
each case the rülings of the judge during trial and 
the charge to the jury is of such a character that to an 
unprejudiced observer it would seem that the high, 
manly, and dignified character usually supposed to 
control a judge, especially of our national courts, 
has degenerated to a level with a mere pettifogger 
practicing in the lowest police courts of our cities. 
In each case there seemed to exist a spirit of mali- 
cious vindictivness unworthy of a judge. For those 
reasons it ia not strange that the sympathy natural 
to humanity in behalf of the oppressed should be 
aroused, and that the personal friends of those men 


should feel indignant, and that they should make a 
strong effort for a new trial or unconditional pardon. 


But there is another side to this question, and it is 


.one that all Freethinkers should consider carefully, 
and not allow their natural sympathy for the unfort- 
-unate to so warp their judgment that they inadver- 
tently assume a position that may place each indi- 
vidual in the wrong, and in the end work an injury to 
Liberalism in general. 


Those men, each and all, hav promulgated theories 


and engaged in practices contrary to law. They 
knew it, but each persisted in his course. 
may be wrong, but breaking them does not right 
them. Those men may be, and probably are, honest 
in their convictions; they may really believe not 
only that what they advocate is true, but that the 
world will be bettered by belief and acceptance. 
that does not justify them in knowingly, willfully, 
and perseveringly placing themselvs and their friends 
and followers in the position—to state it mildly—of 
those who seek to disregard laws made and placed 
on our statutes by proper authority. It is the privi- 
lege and duty of Liberals all and everywhere to 
point out the evils of existing laws—and they are 
many—and in every legitimate, proper manner 
endeavor to hav them amended or repealed and bet- 
ter ones substituted. 


The laws 


But 


Freethinkers will not fill their ranks nor strengthen 


the cause they advocate by either directly or in- 
directly tendering their sympsthy by words or acts 
to assist those who hav knowingly placed themselvs 
under the ban of the laws, and then, posing as 
martyrs, through their friends gone begging for 
means to help them out of the trouble they hav will- 
fully placed themselvs in. 


There is much need of all the money that Liberal- 


ism can command, to be used to promote the general 
principles of the American Secular Union, and place 
prominently before our people, by lectures and the 
diffusion of printed information generally, the im- 
pending danger to our liberties caused by the great 
efforts being made for a practical union of church 
and state by amendments to our national Constitu- 
tion and otherwise. 


It is not in accordance with the principles of true 


Liberalism to even indirectly seem to giv counte- 
nance and support to any of the cranky ideas of An- 
archists, Socialists, freelovers, or of those who hav 
extreme and unacceptable ideas of sexual and 
depraved notions of social snd family relations. 
There are more important and better things that re- 
quire all the mental, physical, and financial aid that 
can be obtained to advance our cause. 


Occasionally, during the past three years, I hav 


received sample copies of a paper published at 
Princeton, Mass., with the following at the head of 
the editoria] column: “ Pay no interest, rent, profit, 
taxes, or other unjust demands. 
without restriction and without robbery. Marry not 
at all; but serve, recreate, finding in reason religion, 
and in love law.” 


Produce, exchange 


The paper is a labor union and Anarchistie pub- 


lication, and advocates what it considers Liberal 
Freethought principles. 


All true Liberals who hav at heart the promotion 


and success of that Liberalism that will make better 
social relations and retain in purity the principles of 
the government formed by our fathers, should giv 
such sentiments a wide berth. 


Converse OLOSE. 
Grattan, Mich. 


——— ——————— 


The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 


, SUBSORIPTIONS RECEIVED JUNE, 1890. 


Ulysses Tanner, Cannon Falle, Minn. (new member). $ 1 00 
Mrs. Eliza Burnz, New York city.................. ese 10 00 


A Friend, Philadelphia, Pa. (new member). ............ 10 00 
Wm. Smith, Geneva, N. Y. (tree ‘‘ Church Taxation ” 
pamphlete).................. i 0 00 
John Maxfield, Boonton, N. J 2 00 
Wm. Platt, Troy, N. Y.......... .. 100 
R. Butterfield, Sacramento, Cal............ ....... eee 5 00 
A. Parlett Lloyd, Baltimore (new member)............ 5 00 
C. M..Buck, E. Milton, Mass. (60c. 1 doz. '* Church 
Taxations,” 40c. A. 8. U. treasury)... 1 00 
Golden Ethical Secular Society, through R. N. Howe, 
Golden, Ta... .sccorececsscosecrovsecsacrseeetsatsentesnoeres 00 
Pamphlets. .....cecserccrscccerenserenseteransersearseaseseateraners 3 60 
Ur .cccicccciscsscsescacescandeavansevsseserersass $92 60 


P F. C. MENDE, 
Treasurer American Secular Union (per I. C. C.). 
Philadelphia, Pa., July 1, 1890. 


——— 9-4-99— —— —— 


Awone the curious habits of Christian people is 
that of kissing a very dirty, greasy book, that has 
been handled by people in all stages of filth and in 
many stages of disease. When they want to assure 
their neighbors that they are spesking the truth, 
they take an oath in the name of their God and then 
put their lips to this unclean relic. Where a duke 
connected with royalty, however, was concerned, an 
innovation was made, and a nice, new, clean cover 
was put on the dirty Bible ere the ducal lips were 
pressed to its surface! Among the minor advan- 
tages of being an unbeliever is the right of affirma- 
tion, which protects the heretic from the unclean 
practice which the Christian is compelled to perform. 
—Annie Besant. 
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their sincerity by immediate enrollment in the ranks 
of the Washington Secular Union, and election of a 
vice-president .to be executiv officer of the state s0- 
ciety for their precinct. Is this asking too much ? 
Why should not all share the burden, when all will 
be benefited by the result? Piease answer at once. 


Communications. 


Progress of the Work in Washington. 


The following extract from the editorial columns 
of the Lynden Pioneer Press is the best commen- 
tary on the actual results accomplished by the Wash- 
ington Secular Union : 

A requett has been made that the Fress publish an article 
upon thesubject,‘‘ What religion shall be taught in our pub- 
lic schools?” It is not deemed advisable to open up such a 
field for controversy through a local paper. The Secular Un- 
ion has succeeded in having the reading of scripture, prayer, 
and singing discontinued in the schools of Lynden, and the 
Press don't purpose to be drawn into the controversy at this 
stage either upon the one side or the other. 

In many publie schools in the state religious exer- 
cises and instruction are persisted in, in defiance of the 
law. That generous, loyal, and trusty champion of 
‘Liberalism, Peter Selde, of Davenport, Lincoln co., 
protested against the teacher enforcing recitation by 
his children of the Lord’s prayer, or the use of any 
prayers in the publie schools, but the teacher persists 
ia defiance of remonstrance. 

The average Christian teachers seem to be of the 
opinion that so far as indulgence in religious exer- 
cises is concerned, they will be sustained by the 
church in defying the law. Our worthy president, 
R. Winsor, has madea brief giving the law-points, and 
sent it, accompanied with a kind letter, to that teacher, 
urging obedience to the constitution, and thus avoid- 
ance of litigation, with its attendant irritation and 
fierce dissensions. 

I was about to return funds contributed to the 
“ defense fund” when we received reliable informa- 
lion that the state university in this city has regular 
chapel exercises, Bible reading, prayer, sermons, 
hymns, eto. 

_Our president and some member of our board of 
directors will visit the university during its sessions, 
80 as to proceed on sure evidence, and then enter a 
protest, furnishing the faculty with brief, so they can 
not plead their violation of the law was from lack of 
knowledgs of its requirements. 

. An act in relation to the establishment and govern- 
ment of the University of the state of Washington 
(pages 516 to 521, Session Lawe, 1889-90), provides: 


Sec. 15. The fund of the university shall be derived from 
the proceeds of sales of lands devoted by the United States 
for the endowment of the university, and the admission and 
tuition fees of the students, and such appropriations as the 
legislature may make. 

Sec. 21. The sum of ten thousand dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated, etc. 

State constitution, Art. i, Sec. 11. No public money or 
property shall be appropriated for or applied to any re- 
ligious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support of 
any religious establishment. 


Doubtless we shall hav a fierce contest, for the 
raligionists will rally all their forces. But if a big 
fight, it will surely result. in our obtaining a big 
veo for reason, right, and all the law is on our 
Bide. i 

The one only great trouble is lack of funds; 
despite the most careful, rigid economy, we are 
miserably hindered for lack of means. I hav hesitated 
to publish the list of contributions, because of dis- 
like to expose how meager hav been receipts, and 
hoped each day the amount would be swelled to 
creditable proportions. But publication cannot be 
deferred beyond next week. 

The apathetic and careless will please take due 
notice and govern themselvs accordingly. Your con- 
tribution may necessarily be smail; then the less 
reason for withholding it. If all will do the little 
they can without inconvenience or real self-sacrifice, 

` they will spare anxiety, weary care, and cruel injus- 
tice to the workers, and funds absolutely needed to 
insure successful prosecution of the work will be on 
haud. 

Church property throughout the state is not being 
assessed as the constitution demands. I hav pre- 
pared letters to the governor urging his issuing 
special instructions to all auditors and assessors of 
the state, insisting on their performance of their 
duties in compliance with the requirements of the 
constitution, but delayed forwarding it under advice 
of our astute president, R. Winsor, until we can 
accompany the letter with evidence that in many 
parts of the state the assessors are willfully or 
ignorantly omitting io assess church property, thus 
occasioning loss to the revenues of the state, and 
increasing the burden of taxation on other property. 
I hav written to our vice-presidents to interview the 
assessors Of their respectiv districts and write me 
the reasons given for such non-compliance with the 
law. But I am embarrassed and hindered because 
in so many places Liberals hav failed to enroll as 
members of the Washington Secular Union, and no 
vice-president has been elected with whom corre- 
spondence can be maintained on this and many other 
important matters. Í 

Let every Liberal in Washington who really desires 
the cessation of religious exercises and instruction in 
our publie schools, the just taxation of all church 

. property, and the abolition of compulsory Sunday 
laws—who has not already done so—giv evidence of 


SUNDAY LAW ENFOROED IN WASHINGTON. 

My constant, earnest appeals for all Liberals to 
enroll in the state organization for mutual protection, 
that so we may reap the harvest of the good seed 
sown, and enjoy the fruits of our bill of rights in the 
constitution, meets with cool indifference from many. 
“Law is all right; no need of @ganization. Can 
not hav any religious exercises in our publie schools. 
We do not hav to take oaths; we affirm just as we 
please. All church property has to pay its full share 
of taxes. They never can enforce any Sunday law. 
Our constitution fixes all that," they say. Yes; some 
Liberale, at cost of time, means, and hard work, 
secured all that. The constitution does guarantee 
absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious belief and sentiment, and that no one shall 
be disturbed in person or property on account of 
religion. 

But eternal vigilance is the prica of liberty. And 
if Liberals do not watch, guard, and defend the 
rights and privileges the constitution affords us, the 
despotic tyranny of the church will be exercised 
despite our constitutional guarantee. 

It is only by rigid, scrimping economy that I can 
liv. I cannot afford the luxury of a daily paper. I 
hav to depend on accidental opportunities to read 
other people’s. Our president informed me that the 
Post- Intelligencer contained an article on religion in 
our schools that I ought to read. So I indulged 
in the extravagance of purchasing a copy, and looking 
over the papers found the following article: l 

Tacoma, June 18—The clerks employed in the retail 
clothing trade recently formed an association with the prin- 
cipal object of securing the closing of all clothing stores on 
Sundays, and appointed T. Nash to hav the Sunday law 
enforced. On Monday warrants were sworn out against 
L. Moses, J. E. Herlich, David Jordan, and Abe Blask. 
They were heard before Justice Patrick this moroing and 
fined $25 each and costs. The cases were all appealed to 
the superior court. 

There are no members of the Washington Secular 
Union in Tacoma. I hav written to each of the 
parties arrested and bav arranged to go there and 
deliver lectures in the basement of the Unitarian 
church—the only place attainable—on the evenings 
of the 25th, 26th, and 27th. I presume none of the 
parties are Liberals; certainly they are not liberal, 
for they do not subscribe for any Liberal paper, are 
not members of or contributors to the Washington 
Sesular Union. But the wrong done them, the out- 
rage of arrest and fine, the ignoring of. constitutional 
rights, is just the same, and if not checked it will 
surely reach Liberals erelong. 

O that the facts might be realized, so that each 
Liberal would feel the duty to be prepared for de- 
fense of others, so that when the iron clutch of ec. 
clesiastical despotism seized on one, all could rally 
to the rescue. 

I shall do all possible with our very limited means 
to arouse the people of Tacoma to a sense of the 
great wrong done, and endeavor to post them on the 
law of the Sabbath and Sunday, both biblical and 
constitutional, in hopes the informed intelligent will 
check fanatics in such outrages on personal lib- 
erty and the constitutional rights of the citizen. 


FURTHER CAMPAIGNING. : 

Desirous the religionists of Lynden should realize 
that the action of the Washington Secular Union in 
insisting on the cessation of all religious exercises or 
instruction in our public schools was prompted solely 
by desire to promote the greatest good to the great- 
est number ; and that obedience to the just and wise 
provisions of the constitution conduces equally to 
the benefit and best interests of Ohristians as of 
Liberals, I went to Linden and there delivered 
lectures on * What Religion Should be Taught in 
Our Public Schools?” and “Why the Cross Above 
the Flag?” 

Through the efforts of Frank O'Neil, president of 
the Lynden Secular Union, and one of the most de- 
servedly popular comrades of the G. A. R. post, I 
received an invitation by unanimous vote of the post 
to deliver an address at their memorial services to 
be held at the Opera House, on Friday morning, 
Decoration day. 

But the spirit of bigotry was rampant—the church 
choir would not sing—the parsons- would go into 
fits, and were giving the post fits for extending me 
the invitation—-some of the fanatics vowed they 
would leave the hall and break up the services if 
that awful wicked wretch of an Infidel was allowed 
on the platform. But the friends of reason and 
right were firm. The caldron of religious bigotry 
was boiling. Speaking was adjourned until 2 o'clock 
in the afternoon. During the interim the high re- 
spect for Frank O'Neil of all classes enabled him to 
allay the fury of pious frenzy. A committee was 
appointed and waited on me to ask assurance that I 
would not in my address make any attack on Ohris- 


tianity or introduce my religious opinions, ete. I 
assured the committee I never carried politics into a 
lodge-room, or favored even the most able and 
humorous of singers indulging in comic songs at a 
funeral. 
ligionists that there was real need to request the 
ministers and pious choir not to introduce their re- 
ligious opinions. 


It never seemed to hav occurred to the re- 


Two ministers preceded me; each read the ordi- 


nary laudatory sermon, paying just, deserved tribute 


to the noble heroes of the war. 

When I stepped upon the platform, two or three 
men and women noisily rushed out. I am assured 
that some of the feminin fanatics pinched the babies 
within reach, in hopes their cries would disconcert 
the ugly old Infidel; but that after I had spoken a 
few minutes they angrily hushed the little darlings’ 
faintest whimperings, so eager were they that ail 
should hear. The reason was, I claimed some re- 
membrance, some little tribute of respect and grati- 
tude, for the soldiers of that other, more heroic army 
who endured the horrors of war with no soul-stirring 
music of fife and drum, no glittering pride and 
pomp of military display, no grand ambition of fame 
and glory, no chance of promotion on the field or hon- 
orable mention in the dispatches, to inspire them, 
yet suffered privation, sickness, death, only to be 
then as now ignored, forgotten. No, no! never, 
never, never quite forgotten. 

To-day we see the scarred and mutilated veterans, 
and rightly giv them our grateful sympathy and 
tributes of praise. But we cannot see the poor old 
mother’s bruised and bleeding heart, nor listen to 
her sobs of despair in her lonely life—her only boy 
killed. 

We cannot see the agony of woe on gentle-looking 
women’s faces when news of the battle came—hus- 
band, father, brother, lover, in the fight. 

We can recall the harrowing, pitiful sight of the 
mutilated forms, the ghastly wounds, the bleeding, 
quivering flesh, the dying groans of the hospital. 
But oh, the prolonged dumb agony of the de- 
spairing, bleeding hearts of the brave army of gentle, 
heroic women, martyrs to the cause of freedom. 
Oh, the piteous cries of orphaned children ! 

You cannot see the weary toil, the hard, bitter, 
lonesome struggle with poverty, that forbade even 
the luxury of tears, for tears might impair the sight, 
needed toearn bread. Soldiers’ widows, “ sewing at 
once a shirt and shroud” to. keep life in the poor 
orphaned little ones ! 

Whilst glowing eulogies, tributes of respect, and 
garlands of beautiful flowers, so well deserved, are 
lavished in profusion on the grand army cf heroic 
men, I only ssk, let one tear fall, spare one little 
flower to adorn the grave and honor the memory of 
the heroic women who made it possible for the men 
to fight to preserve intact the glorious galaxy of stars 
that adorn our nation’s flag. f 

At the lecture in the evening there was a large 
attendance—more women than men. Saturday night 
the down-pouring rain did not dampen the enthu- 
siasm ; I had large attendance and good interest; 
after the lecture a grand social dance, under the 
cheering influence and direction of that whole-souled 
champion of Liberalism and embodiment of kind- 
heartedness, R. A. Brown, and the congenial, hand- 
some young giant, Worthen. All declared it was a 
truly enjoyable time, and regretted that midnight 
eame 80 soon, and that in consideration for the feel- 
ings and prejudices of the pope’s Sunday- keepers the 
festal occasion ended as the clock struck twelve. 

There is a bright and glorious future for the 
Lynden Secular Union, composed aa it is of the best, 
most intelligent, and influential citizens of the town. 

What courage and perseverance can accomplish 
under the most adverse circumstances follows. 

Roeder, Whatcom county, is not even a little 
village, only a school-house on a country road, the 
little settlement of Nooksack on the other side of 
the river rabid Presbyterian, a few Liberals scat- 
tered over five miles of bad roads. Not much use 
to try to organize a Liberal society, eb? But D. E. 
Rice, one of those quiet, modest, persistent forces 
that effect great results without much surface com- 
motion, loving the truth for truth’s seke, with a 
hereditary benevolence well cultivated by constant 
exercise, isa power for good. It was through his 
efforts I was enabled to giv the first Liberal lecture 
at Roeder school-house. Three times I hav been 
there and each time a savage storm. At my second 
visit, despite dark, fierce wind, and snow, I obtained 
eleven names to the Washington Seculer Union, and 
they elected J. W. Bell vice-president, and organized 
the Roeder Secular Union with D. E. Rice for presi- 
dent. At my last visit it rained incessantly from 
Saturday night until 3 o'clock Monday afternoon. 
I will let the Lynden Pioneer Press tell the story, 
for none can accuse it of favoring the Liberals : 

One of the most enjoyable entertainments of the season 
was given by the Roeder Secular Union on the evening of 
June 2d. Mr. C. B. Reynolds had been giving a brief series 
of lectures, which culminated in a dance and supper at the 
school-house. In spite of the rain and mud the school-house 
was literally packed by an eager and intelligent audience to 


listen to the intellectual treat given by Mr. Reynolds on the 
subject of ‘‘ Education." After the lecture the benches were 


set aside and the stove removed, and until 8 o'clock in the 
morning the votaries at the shrine of Terpsichore tripped the 
light fantastic. Refreshments were furnished by Mrs. D. E. 
Rice, and her well-known skill in the culinary art renders 
praise unnecessary. Receipts of the evening, $47.40. 

The Nooksack Zeporter gave an equally compli- 
mentary notice of the lectures and festival. 

After the organization cf the Roeder Secular Un- 
ion, three different times Mr. Rice appointed a meet- 
ing to complete organization and commence work, 
and each time the elements combined to render any 
meeting impossible ; undauntedly a fourth appoint- 
ment was made, and a large attendance rewarded hia 
persistency. The society now meets regularly every 
other Sunday, has lectures by home talent, discus- 
gions, literary, music, and science school. And this 
has all been effected by one man’s self-sacrificing, per- 
sistent endeavors. ; 

Now the onward march is easy, for Mr. Rice has the 
help of that jolly old veteran, Charley Shea, and his 
popular son Charley Shea, Jr.; Mac, the ferryman, 
rough as an old oak, with heart as true, generous as 
the sunshine ; the erudite D. Bell, an able musician, 
and the well-posted but inert S, Force. They areall 
rejoicing in the acquisition of Mrs. E. M. Wilcox, a 
lady of culture, very thoroughly posted, with & most 
lovable, winning way of charming away prejudice and 
arousing to thought and investigation all with whom 
she converses, an admirable worker in the cause. 

A new city, Nooksack City, some five miles off, 
has sprung into existence, and as result of the efforts 
at Roeder I hav urgent invitation to go there to lect- 
ure and good hope of working up interest and form- 
ing another local Libera] society. 

The work is onward; let us all be encouraged—do 
all the little we can, and victory is sure to follow. 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 
2104 6th st., Seattle, Wash. 
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What Freethought Has Done for Mankind. 


The English statesman, Mr. Gladstone, who is not 
iu the habit of making admissions, has in his recent 
series of articles on “ The Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture” acknowledged that the “ destructiv criti- 
cisms of heretical writers are for the most part 
valid.” 

This is a significant admission. It is an acknowl- 
edgment from an accomplished opponent that the 
labors of the great Freethinkers of the past hav not 
been in vain. 

Aud what has destructiv criticism done? 

It has impeached the authorship and authenticity 
of the Pentateuch, demonstrated the unscientifis 
character of the early chapters of Genesis, overturned 
the story of the fall, laughed the fable of the 
flood out of the minds of men, and put the stories 
of the tower of Babel, Balaam’s talkativ quad. 
ruped, Samson’s invincible jawbone, and Jonah’s 
whale on the same level as the Arabian Nights and 
Baron Munchausen’s tales. ; 

It. has done this for the Old Testament. What 
else? It has done much more. Having removed 
the chief prop of the Obristian creed, the fall of the 
first Adam, it has by the same stroke broken the 
second prop, the doctrin of atonement by the second 
Adam-—Jesus. All this it has done in a multitude 
of ways; so that if one method fails to remove 
deeply rooted superstitions, another as certainly 
succeeds. Indeed, destructiv criticism not only goes 
the length of destroying the basis of the Obristian 
creed—its logical end is to destroy supernaturalism 
altogether. Let usfor a few moments consider the 
services of our great dead to the cause of intellectual 
freedom. 

Nearly five hundred years before the alleged birth 
of Christ, Socrates denied the Athenian gods. True, 
he believed in a fanciful deity of his own manufacture, 
but he was regarded as an Atheist in his own day. 

The fair Hypatia, too, who was barbarously mur- 
dered by a Christian zealot, rendered signal service 
to the cause of Freethought. 

And what shall we say of Bruno—the martyr and 
hero, who in the sixteenth century used the destructiv 
method successfully not only againat the Bible, but 
against the false science that was then accepted by 
the schools in all the nations of Europe. 

What genius! What honesty! What courage! 

We appreciate his genius; and shed tears of sym. 
pathy as we read of his heroic death. 

We turn next to Spinoza. 

He was born at Amsterdam on Nov. 24, 1632, and 
died Feb. 21, 1677. Another great destructiv critic. 

Himself a Jew, he brought his great knowledge of 
Hebrew to bear upon the examination of the Bible, 
and discredited its value by purely scientific meth. 
ods. For this he was anathematized by the Jewish 
church, and made an outcast ; by simplicity of living, 
by patience, industry, and perseverance, he became 
one of the greatest of the world’s philosophers. 

From Spinoza we come to Voltaire, the poet, play- 
wright, and philosopher. 

Voltaire was a wit. He threw the dart of sarcasm 
into the very core of Christianity. He ridiculed the 
false, and laughed the foolish out of men’s minds. 
No wonder the priests hated him. Nc wonder they 
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were realy to imprison him. But they could not 
destroy his work; though he could and did destroy 
their creed. . 

From Voltaire to Thomas Paine is the next step. 

What a splendid destructiv critic he was ! 

Neither Bishop Watson nor the whole bench of 

bishops from his day down to the present time could 
answer the “Age of Reason.” This work not only 
exposed the errors of the Pentateuch ; it made war 
also against the morality of the Bible, and left the 
Christian nothing but a bundle of contradictions and 
absurdities to constitute hie creed. 

A number of great critics hav arisen since the days 
of Painc—men like Colenso, Kalisch, Strauss, Renan, 
and others—but had it not been for the 
courage of these earlier heretics, the later men would 
probably hav gone to the grave without contributing 
much toward our intellectual emancipation. 

What, then, has Freethought done for the world ? 

It has given us science, 

Science ia knowledge, and this knowledge, the 
germs of which were sown by the illustrious Free- 
thinkers of the past, has converted the world feom a 
bowling wilderness of barbarians into & home of com- 
parativ comfort for mankind. : 

What has Freethought done for the world ? 

It has abolished slavery; destroyed the ides of 
witchcraft ; improved morality—made, indeed, the 
value of an action consist not in obeying the will of 
an imaginary deity, but in promoting human well- 
being. 

And so we sing the praises of Freethought and 
extol the virtues of its heroes and martyrs ; and this 
we shall continue to do until the people come to 
recognize the sources cf thoir advancement and to 
acknowledge their indebtedness to the world’s great 
heroes. AnrHUR B. Moss. . 


Pitiful Lying. 

Seclusion or quietude is no relief from usefulness, 
even in the advisory department. And in this I hav 
been rather unfortunate. Recently I received a let- 
ter from my friend A. O., who was loested by my 
advice in a town in Connecticut, reputed as a healthy 
spot, Lapprising him at the same time its inhabitants 
had fixed beliefs in Calvinism or predestination, 
which protested them from any religious controversy, 
which, by the by, although an enlightened Liberal, 
he greatly detests. But here is what he writes me: 


My old stand-by friend D. B., I find this small town much 
as you described. The boating, fishing, crabbing, and oys- 
tering are all one could desire, and my quiet snoozes in meet- 
ing on Sabbath days (I had almost written Sundays) pass 
without observation or comment. 

There is a soothing mildness in the parson’s long prayers 
and rural sermons that I begin to like, and the nasal render- 
ing of ** Old Hundred " is particularly pleasing to the ears of 
an invalid. > ig noted for being an unusually quiet town, 
but last Sabbath it had a remarkable episode in the way of a 
change- The afternoon services were somewhat curtailed to 
allow to Rev. Dr. Ralps to make & few remarks particularly 
&ddressed to young people. He commenced by dwelling on 
the importance of professing a religious life, the earlier the 
better. He said his pious iather took early opportunities to 
impress upon us children as we beheld some ragged, hatlegs, 
unshaven, passing vagrant, the awful neglect of religious 
training, and yet he would shudderingly remark that disgust- 
ing as this poor wretch was he was quite superior in ap- 
pearance to Tom Paine, the great Infidel, the author of the 
** Age of Reason ;” this homeless, houseless Infidel exceeded 
him far in filthiness, rags, vermin, and bloat. 

He continued by saying his father was acquainted with a 
friend who was at Tom Paine’s deathbed, and said his 
screams for divine raercy were heard a square off and were 
terrific! 

Here a heavy chest groan resounded from various quar- 
ters of the meeting-house, accompanied with much sighing 
from the women. The reverend doctor looked painfuily 
down upon his sympathetic crowd; but he resumed: 

** My Christian friends, I hav been asked perhaps a hundred 
times if I had read his damnable book. I hav but one 
answer to this daring question, and that is a pious negativ. 
No! and I caution all young people within hearing to fol- 
low my example and to remain in pious ignorance! God 
knows his men, and he is blind indeed who eannot perceive 
mig divine agents—agents in building up his earthly king- 

om. 

“In vain the impious Franklin drew lightning from heaven. 
In vain did Washington blaspheme in the heart of battle; or 
Tom Jefferson utter that unscriptural assertion that all men 
are created free and equal, thus freeing by thousands the 
wooly niggers.” 

I assure you, my friend D. B., my condition was trying 
for an invalid; but repressing feelings, I was astounded by 
the exclamation, ‘‘ Ralps, you are a damned liar, and a cow- 
ardly defamer of great and good men ; yes, a prince of liars.” 
But here the speaker, whoever he was, was cut short, being 
seized by three stalwart deacons and dragged to the door, 
and, I presume, summarily punished for interrupting the 
meeting. My weak condition precludes me from saying 
much, but I make good use.of Paine's * Age of Reason” 
that I purchased at Tos Trorg Sxxxzn office by lending it 


ground. 
D. B. 
————— ein eel 
Behold, How the Brethren Love One Another! 


From the Catholic Review. 

If it were the custom of persons residing in other 
planets, if other be inhabited, to visit earth during 
the summer season they would observe the regular 
recurrence of certain phenomena, physical and meta 
physical, political and social. They would find earth 
people, whose habitation ten months in the year is 
rural, seeking urban change. They would find urban 
residents fiseing to the country. A considerable 
movement of population might be „detected corre- 


sponding indeed to the migration of birds from lati- 
tude to latitude, not so massiv as to darken the air, 
but thick enough to indicate a community and 
definitness of purpose. They would find schools 


‘| generally closed. Churches, they would observe, 


share the phenomena affecting houses devoted to 
pedagogy; but when the oharaeter of the temples ie 
investigated, the result would arouse conjecture and 
inquiry. 

The founder of Christianity had not bidden his 
apostles preach the gospel exoept in the heated term; 
and the saving of souls might reasonably be assumed 
a daily and a nightly business, since day and night, 
through winter solstice and summer languor, death 
snaps the cord and sends men before the judgment 
seat. The visitors would find that the churehes 
closed and the ministers absent are all Protestant. 
The Catholic churches sra open as usual. 

But what of the ministers? Are they all fishing, 
canoeing, hunting? Are they praying on mountain 
tops and reading the Bible in the seclueion of forests? 
Are they keeping a leafy spiritual fast which will 
bring them back purer of heart, clearer of mind, 
stronger for the work they believe is the Lord's? 
Verily, no. They hav closed their churches, but they 
hav carried the bigotry therecf with them and they 
are engaged in those annual conventions which are 
the chief illustration of the vitality of Protestantism. 
Without these conventions if would be doubtful 
whether the Protestant sects would remain organ- 
ized. The attendance at their weekly services is 
generally slim except when something sensationsl is 
the allurement. They are able to buy better music 
talent than Catholic churches, the best music in 
which is furnished by the congregation when they 
are so fortunate as to sing, and by boys trained to 
assist in the sanctuary. The Protestants hav cosy 
audience chambers. They hav fashion, style, wealth. 
Yet during the months when their pupils are occu- 
pied at home, and during the vacations when so 
many of the conventions and sssemblies are held, 
only one phenomenon is discerned which is palpable 
proof that Protestantism is really alive. "This phe- 
nomenon is the periodicity and vigor with which the 
ministers slander the Catholic church. 

Periodiealiy the phenomenon breaks forth. Moa 
who hav been somnolent all winter and hav gener- 
ally sent their congregations to steep, break out into 
violent vituperation the moment the annual confer- 
ence or meeting or synod begins the summer cam- 
paign against the pope. Obsenrities whom waat of 
learning, lack of opportunity, and deficiency of every- 
thing intellectual and social hav combined to pre- 
serve in shadow, seize upon the occasion to distin- 
guish themselvs by the fervor of their falsehoods 
about Catholic belief concerning church and state. 

Raneorous demagogs, incapable of even muddling 
scripture, so little do they know of it, find at these 
times splevdid chances to get their scurrilous screeds 
into the newspapers aud afterward flatter themselvs 
that they may expect a call within a twelvemonth at 
another $1,000 a year. The same old lies are told over. 
Year after year the seme men will stand up in the 
same resorts and utter the same calumnies which 
were uttered there before then and will be repeated 
after they sre gone. 

No considerable body of Protestants can agree 
upon anything affirmativ within their own organiza- 
tions. They gre at outs among themseivs over tie 
liquor question. They differ about the fusion of 
whites and blacks in churches and schools and about 
divorces. They quarrel over forms of church societies 
and forms of church service. They disagree about 
the Bible in the public schools and they cannot 
agree upon compulsory education. As for doctrinal 
unity, as well expect the stars to change their cir- 
cuits as Protestants to unite in dogma. All with 
them is negativ, fragmentary, dissolving, except their 
determination to assault the Catholic church and to 
libel Catholics. That and that alone is substantiv 
and Protestantism. : 

Nothing livs by negation and livs healthfully. 
Therefore because Protestantism is substantial only 
in this, its membership is shifting and transitory. 
Its more independent men are as a rule Infidels or 
indifferent. Its women attend church largely for 
the social status and opportunities expected. Its 
creeds are either never stated or are disputed when 
stated. Its pulpits are dedicated to politics, sociol- 
ogy, literature, pseudo philosophy, and fads. No 
wonder so many of the Protestant churches are 
closed & part of the year. The wonder is that they 
can be kept open the rest of it. 

——— — 9-4 9———————— 

Now comes science, and asserts that nothing has 
been made all at once, and that all the facts of cres- 
tion are or will be accounted for by the theory of the 
evolution of matter. Everything now and in the 
past has grown or developed by slow stages from 
simpler forms, in accordance with laws which are just 
beginning to be clearly understood. There is no 
such thing as the “act of God,” as that term has 
usually been understood; but every event, from the 
lightning’s stroke to the musketo’s sting, is traceable 
to the workings of law. God never interferes by 
miracles or special providences.— Robert C. Adams, 
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Theological Virtues and Human Vices. 


That Christianity, whether true or false, is worthy 
of preservation as a support to public morality, is a 
favorit argument with many who are compelled to 
admit that it rests, to say the least, upon insufficient 
evidence. Blind leaders cf the blind, they fail to see 
the incontrovertible logic of. facts, which points it 
out as the greatest foe to human virtue existing 
among us. That those who hav most religion 
are not the best members of society is our daily expe- 
rience. Human nature, not perverted by religious 
belief, always knows good from evil, though it often 
chooses to follow a wrong path. It is in the pious 
soul that we find the judgment corrupted as well as 
the will. The deluded being filled with fear of an 
imaginary God becomes so utterly confused that he 
does not even know his duty to his fellow-man. 

The theological virtues, so called because they are 
the fruits of a supposed knowledge of God, are three: 
Faith, hope, and charity. Theological virtues they 
may be, but human vices, sins against ourselvs and 
against each other, they certainly are. 

Faith, according to the definition of St. Paul (if 
he wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews), is “the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Heb. xi, 1). This is nonsense, a jumble 
of words without sense. We hope to receive things 
in the future, and if we already possess the sub- 
stance of those things, we hav nothing left to hope 
for. Faith is not the evidence of things not seen, 
but belief in things for which there exists no evi- 
dence. It is the first of the theological virtues, from 
which both the others derive their being, but as a 
human vice it is called credulity, and is the source of 
countless errors and superstitions. The author of 
the above- quoted epistle continues: “Through faith 
we understand that the worlds were formed, through 
the word of God, so that things which are seen were 
not made of things which do appear” (v. 3). Just so. 
By faith, if we, unfortunately for us, hav inherited 
that mental disease, and hav not yet eradicated it 
from our brains, we understand that scientific truth 
is false and theological falsehood true. “By faith 
Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac” 
(v.17). He was ready to murder his own son, because 
he feared to displease a tyrannical and wicked God. 
Since his time many of the faithful hav steeped their 
hands in blood, in their anxiety to save their own 
miserable souls, which were not worth preserving at 
any cost. ‘Hav faith, my brethren; believe every 


pious lie you hear, and look for your reward in 
another world, for verily I say unto you, you will 
hav a bad enough time of it in this. 

The worst sinner on earth is the liar, and it is the 
credulous man that breeds him, as sure as rotten 
flesh breeds foul worms. The priests and preachers 
who devour the substance which should support 
better and honester men would find their occupation 
gone without the faithful believers who swallow 
absurd fables and pay for them in good dollars. 
The forger, the swindler, the confidence man would 
hay no victims, but for the spirit which is cultivated 
by faith of belief in “the evidence of things not 
seen.” The fires of Smithfield would never hav 
been kindled, the daggers of St. Bartholomew would 


hav been unstained by blood, the dungeons of the 
Inquisition would not hav incarcerated suffering 
men and women, had not the cruel malice of the 
faithful found “the substance of things hoped for” 
Sunday and 


in inflicting torture on the unbeliever. 
Prohibition laws, legal enactments against blasphemy, 


the violation of the privacy of the mails in our own 
time and country, are the corrupt fruits of this mis- 


erable and liberty-destroying vice. 
Hope is the second on the list of theological virt- 
ues. 


improvidence. Hope for a harp, hope for a crown, 
hope for a white robe in heaven, and let the good 


things of earth go to the devil, for they belong to 
him. That is a theological virtue and a human 


crime. ‘Take, therefore, no thought for the mor- 
row, for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself" (Matt. vi, 34). Thousands hav fol- 
lowed this precept, and the morrow has taken 
thought for them in the almshouse, the jail, or the 
pauper’s grave. 

Charity is a word which has a pleasant sound. 


| When we hear it we think of kind words, gentle 


thoughts, and loving, helping hands. But these 
belong to its human side and hold at best only a 
secondary place in the theological virtue. ‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
first and great commandment” (Matt. xxii, 37, 38). 
All for God, nothing for humanity. We must love 
the God described in the Old Testament, the insti- 
gator of the murder of whole tribes ofibuman beings, 
the slaughterer of women, of childremy and of help- 
less, innocent cattle. Human nature hates him, for 
he is hateful beyond the power of words to express. 
We must love the God of the New Testament, who 
consigned his only son to a cruel death upon the 
cross, because his combined omniscience and omnipo- 
tence could discern no other way to save a world 
which in his own caprice he had created. Human 
nature must find a worthier object to love, or love 
must wither, perish, and decay in the heart of man. 
We must love the God of nature who visits pesti- 
lence, famin, fire, and plague alike upon the just and 
on the unjust, who uses no discrimination, shows no 
mercy, feels no pity, knows no justice, but scatters 
blessings and curses, prosperity and adversity, 
regardless of where they may fall. Away with the 
love of God, source of hatred and neglect of man. 
Tear from it the sweet name of charity, which it has 
stolen from humanity, and in which it seeks to cloak 
its unnatural deformity. In this theological virtue 
behold the human vice, fruitful mother of barbarous 
crime, Fanaticism. 

There is work to do in the garden of this world. 
Foul weeds that hav been sown by the arch enemy 
of mankind (not the devil but the preacher) hav to 
be rooted up and cast away and burnt to ashes. 
These theological virtues must be banished to eter- 
nal sheol that the natural virtues of humanity may 
hav a chance to grow. Then in the place of faith, 
hope, and charity, knowledge, prudence, and paternal 
love may flourish and bear fruit. 

————39—9—99—— ————— 
Sunday Laws. 


The Attorney General of Louisiana, if we may be- 
lieve the Pearl of Days, the organ of the American 
Sabbath Union, has done a sensible thing. In his 
report to the legislature he recommends that the 
Sunday law of that state bestricken from the statute 
book or else modified so as to correspond with pub- 
lic sentiment upon this subject as it exists in New 
Orleans. 

To strike the Jaw from the statute books would of 


We look for its effects on mankind and see 
despair pictured on the faces of the lost and desolate 
wretches whom it has fooled. Its human neme is 


course be the wiser method, but if it can’s be forced - 
to go, then it should be amended. The most absurd 
things in the world are the Sunday laws for great 
cities. In New York, for instance, we hav a very 
stringent Sunday law, but it affects chiefly those in- 
stitutions and businesses which it ought not to affect, 
and is violated in all the businesses which could best 
be spared on that day. Sunday in New York isa 
queer day. In the first place, all the museums and 
libraries—except Cooper library—are closed, and all 
the gin-mills and disreputable resorts are open, 
where, behind screens and drawn shades, men use 
more liquor and do worse acts than on any other 
day. If the museums were open many would be 
drawn away from these injurious places. Secondly, 
no one cares arap for the Sunday law except the 
preachers. The people use the day for excursions, 
yachting, picnics, and outings of all sorts, without any 
reference to the law. It is a reasonable estimate, 
that a million people in New York break the Sunday 
law every week. To retain it, therefore, seems ridic- 
ulous. 

Behind all statutes there must be public sentiment, 
for laws are Only printed expressions of that senti- 
ment, and without it no law can be generally en- 
forced. It is for the bigot’s and blackmailer’s use 
only; and that of itself is sufficient reason why it 
should be repealed immediately upon losing the sup- 
port of the general public. In two or three South- 
ern states, the practical use of the law is only to 
punish Seventh-Day Adventiste. In most Northern 
country communities its use is for the benefit of 
liquor-dealers who do a “bottle trade.” In large 
cities the dishonest officials profit by it. But in no 
place doss it promote morality and honesty. A man 
prevented from taking harmless recreation openly 
will usually resort to harmful pleasures slyly. The 
“Qontinental Sunday" of Europe is a thousand 
times better as a moral agent than the Puritan Sab. 


bath of New England. 
to — — ——— 


* Fighting Ingersollism." 

Mr. Anthony Comstock and his smut-bag do not 
always succeed in gathering in the shekels of the 
faithful. Our Spiritualist friend, J. R. Perry, of 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., who makes organs and confutes 
the Materialists, reports that recently the smut-bag 
was circulating in his town for the purpose of hold- 
ing a meeting to glorify the vaseline-and-salicylic- 
acid president of the Vice Society and incidentally 
to recoup its funds. Comstock visited the preachers 
and the leading pietists but the cash to hire a hall 
was not forthcoming. Some one, who must hav 
been a practical joker, advised the smut-bag to visit 
Mr. Perry’s organ shop. Mr. Perry was not there 
but his boys were. “I want,” said Comstock, “to 
collect funds to hire a hall and lecture on the evils of 
Ingersollism. Ingersollism is ruining ths morals of 
the young people of the country. "Vice is rampant,” 
eto., etc. ‘ But I hav always heard,” replied one of 
the sons of his father, “that Mr. Ingersoll is one of 
the very best men in the country, and I believe in 
his teachings myself.” 

Comstock was astonished. “I hav come to the 
wrong place,” he gasped, and grabbed his bag and 
disappeared. He left town the next day, unable to 
find people foolish enough to believe in his obscene 
tales of woe and to pay money to see the contents of 
his satchel and hear him repeat his stale lies about 
the good work he is doing “with the help of God.” 

There never was a viler slander upon a man or a 
cause than this claim of the Vice Society that its 
work is “fighting Ingersollism," by which Smut-bag 
Comstock means Freethought. With infinitly better 
grace could a society to suppress vice say it was 
fighting the Bible and Christianity, for the Bible 
contains a good deal of what the United States term 
obscenity, and the Obristians are circulating that 
book by millions of copies. Comstock could, if he 
were not a canting hypocrit, make good points in 
that manner. 

* Ingersollism," we suppose, is what Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll thinks and says. Touching this ques- 
tion of vice the colonel has published a paragraph or 
two in reply to the same charge made by another 
canting and clownish hypocrit, the Rev. Mr. Tal- 
mage, Doctor of Divinity. The colonel said: 


* Mr. Talmage, in order to make a point against In- 
fidelity, states from his pulpit that I am in favor of poisoning 
the minds of children by the circulation of immoral books. 
The statement is entirely false. He ought to hav known 
that I withdrew from the Liberal League upon the very 
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question whether the law should be repealed or modified. I 
favored a modification of the law, so that books and papers 
could not be thrown from the mails simply because they 
were ‘ Infidel.’ 

“I was and am in favor of the destruction of every 
immoral book in the world. I was and am in favor, not 
only of the law against the circulation of such filth, but 
want it executed to the letter in every state of this Union. 
Long before he made that statement, I had introduced a 
resolution to that effect, and supported the resolution in a 
speech. Notwithstanding these facts, hundreds of clergy- 
men hav made haste to tell the exact opposit of the truth. 
This they hav done in the name of Christianity, under the 
pretense of pleasing their God. In my judgment, it is far 
better to tell your honest opinions, even upon the subject of 
theology, than to knowingly tell a falsehood about a fellow- 
man. Mr. Talmage may hav been ignorant of the truth. 
He may hav been misled by other ministers, and for his 
benefit I make this explanation. I wanted the laws modified 
80 that bigotry could not interfere with the literature of in- 
telligence; but I did not want, in any way, to shield the 
writers or publishers of immoral books. Upon this subject 
I used, at the last meeting of the Liberal League I attended, 
the following language: 

“< But there is à distinction wide as the Mississippi, yes, 
wider than the Atlantíc, wider than all oceans, between the 
literature of immorality and the literature of Freethought. 
One is a crawling, slimy lizard, and the other an angel with 
wings of light. Let us draw this distinction. Let us under- 
stand ourselvs. Do not make the wholesale statement that 
all these laws ought to be repealed. They ought not to be 
repealed. Some of them are good, and the law against 
sending instruments of vice through the mails is good. The 
law against sending obscene pictures and books is good. 
The law against sending bogus diplomas through the mails, 
to allow a lot of ignorant hyenas to prey upon the sick peo- 
ple of the world, is a good law. The law against rascals 
who are getting up bogus lotteries, and sending their circu- 
lars in the mails is a good law. You know, as well as I, that 
there are certain books not fit togo through the mails. You 
know that. You know there are certain pictures not fit to 
be transmitted, not fit to be delivered to any human being. 
When these books and pictures come into the control of the 
United States, I say, burn them up! And when any man 
has been indicted who has been trying to make money by 
pandering to the lowest passions in the human breast, then I 
say, prosecute him! let the law take its course.’ 

“I can hardly convince myself that when Mr. Talmage 
made the charge he was acquainted with the facts. Itseems 
incredible that any man, pretending to be governed by the 
law of common honesty, could make a charge like this know- 
ing it to be untrue. Under no circumstances would I charge 
Mr. Talmage with being an infamous man, unless the evi- 
dence was complete and overwhelming. Even then, I should 
hesitate long before making the charge. "The side I take on 
theological questions does not render a resort to slander or 
calumny a necessity. If Mr. Talmage is an honorable man, 
he will take back the statement he has made. Even if there 
is a God, I hardly think that he will reward one of his chil- 
dren for maligning another; and to one who has told false- 
hoods about ‘Infidels,’ that having been his only virtue, I 
doubt whether he wil say: ‘ Well done good and faithful 
servant.’ ” 

Let Smug-bag Comstock cease his prating about 
"fighting Ingersollism,” or throw aside even his 


hypocritical pretense of being honest. 
—— — 94 —— ——— — —— 
Against the Christian Religion. 

The following item of Ohristian news has escaped 
our notice till now: 

_“ Wasaineron, D. C., June 14.—Commissioner Douglass 
says, speaking of the intention of the commissioners to stop 
the baseball game to-merrow: ‘I thought it would shock 
the country to learn that such a thing as Sunday baseball 
was permitted at the national capital. If we had been un- 
successful in finding a law, I should hav done my utmost to 
manufacture one.’ 

“You found a law, then ?’ 

** CYeg, wedid. The old common law of England held that 
the Christian religion was a part of the common law, and 
when the first settlers came to this country they brought the 
common law with them. You know that it is against the 
Christian religion to play ball on Sunday, for on its face it is 
a violation of the fourth Commandment. That is the law we 
operated upon in this case.’ 

“ The Washington Base Ball Club determined to-night no! 
to contend with the district commissioners, but to go over 
into Virginia and play on a neighboring race-track.” 

If there is any dishonest and tyrannical proceed- 
ing to which Ohristians will not resort to compel peo- 
ple to do as the Ohristians want them to do, some 
church paper ought to bring it forward. 

What playing ball has to do with the Christian 
religion, or what the Christian religion has to do with 
* common" law, is something no fellow knows. Sun- 
day breaking is purely a statutory crime; the best 
Christians in the world hav amused themselvs with 

, games on Sundays, and never dreamed that they were 
' doing anything against the Ohristian religion. The 
Puritan Sunday is a comparativly recent development 
of Christian tyranny. And if Ohristianity is a part 
of the common law there are a great many people 
who hav yet to learn the fact. A good many little 


judges hav said so, but it isnot yet a settled | 
principle of law ; the Uaited States Supreme Court 
in the Girard case decided the other way, and in the 
King Sunday breaking case, of Tennessee, the lawyers 
will again appeal to that court to know if a Seventh 
Day Adventist who keeps the Sabbath and violates 
Sunday ean be fined without redress. Mr. King's 
lawyers differ from Commissioner Douglass about 
Christianity being a part of common law, and pro- 
pose to hav the Supreme Court decide these points : 

1. That the observance or non-observance of any 
particular day, as sacred, is solely a matter for the 
individual conscience of each citizen, and that the 
conscience of any one citizen has no right to bind or 
regulate the conscience of any other citizen in this 
or any other matter. 

2. That it is a physical impossibility to set aside 
any particular period of time as sacred to be observed 
by all alike, for by reason of the revolution of the 
planets the divisions of time are radically different in 
different latitudes; that is to say, that while in Ten- 
negsee it may be the day we cali Sunday, the same 
period of time may be Saturday or Monday in other 
parts of the country. 

3. That, inasmuch as the defendant is a member of 
the Church of the Seventh Day Adventists, and there- 
fore adheres, as a matter of religious faith, to the day 
called Saturday as sacred, the action of the court in 
this case is an interference with his religious liberty, 
an assumption on the part of the state to supervise 
and contro! his religious practices, and therefore 
unconstitutional. 

When we get the decision in this case we shall 
know considerable more about common law de facto 
than we do now. 

eee 
A New Puritan Country. 


The Mosquito Reserve in Nicaragua is the latest 
place to use the Bible as a model for its laws. Its 
“Sunday Protection Act,” passed last September, 
runs in these words: 


* Be it enacted in council assembled and it is hereby 
enacted, that the day called Sunday is the appointed Sabbath 
of the Lord our God in this land of the Mosquito Reserve, 
and in it there shall not be done any manner of work, liable 
and under penalty of $10 and not to exceed $25 as hereto- 
fore.” 

The Mosquito Reserve Christians also believe that 
witcheraft may be practiced still, and to discourage 
it hav enacted : - 

“That all person or persons who practice and stand 
charged with practicing necromancy, obea, or obeaism, or 
employing charm or enchantment or killing, or otherwise 
hurting or attempting to hurt by poison, or by administering 
such noxious or hurtful draughts, as may tend to stupefy, or 
intended to stupefy any person or persons, by such wicked 
art or act, or acts or deed, shall be guilty of felony or mis- 
demeanor or both, and shall suffer fine, imprisonment, 
corporal punishment and transportation, or fine, imprison- 
ment and transportation. 

* Should any person or persons attempt by necromancy, 
or by obea to discover hidden treasure, or to restore 
stolen goods or to provoke unlawful love, or to hurt any 
man or beast shall suffer fine, imprisonment, and trans- 
portation.” 


The Reserve is controled bya hereditary chief, and 
one of the government’s prime ministers is the Rev. 
J. O. Thomas, a preacher and politician and merchant. 
From its laws we should judge the Reserve to be a 
second edition of Connecticut under the Puritans. 

eo 


The Turpitude of Legislators. 


It is not often that our national legislators talk 
hard constitutional sense, and Senator Vance of North 
Oarolina is entitled to hav his speech on the admis- 
sion of Idaho into the Union treasured up by the de- 
fenders of our Constitution, even if his illustrations 
do hit the Christians pretty hard. 

It was July 1st that the bill to make Idaho a state 
was considered in the Senate, and finally passed. 
Mr. Vance opposed it on the following grounds: 


** The preliminary proceedings had been unauthorized by 
any legislation; the population of the territory was not 
sufficient to entitle it to one representativ in the House; the 
constitution under which it proposed to come into the Union 
was not in conformity with the Constitution of the United 
States, in that it proscribed and disfranchised men for their 
religious opinions, and that the apportionment of its legis- 
lativ districts was so notoriously unfair and one-sided that it 
ought not to receive the sanction of fair and honest men in 
the Senate. A man, by the mere fact of his belonging to the 
Mormon church, Mr. Vance said, even though he had only 
one wife, or no wife at all, and though he conducted himself 
as 8 good citizen, was, under the constitution of Idaho, dis- 
franchised and rendered forever incapable of voting, holding 


office, or sitting on a jury. That was what he protested 
against. Those pious men inthe mountains of Idabo under- 
took to proscribe men for their religious belief. If alive to- 
day Moses, the great lawgiver of Israel, could not be mayor 
of a cross-roads town in Idaho. Tae patriarch could not 
sit in a town council and assist in proclaiming an ordinance 
for winding up the town clock or impounding hogs. King 
Solomon, in ail his glory, could not issue & warrant for fitty 
cents, and King David, ‘the man after God’s own heart,’ 
could not serve the warrant, and the rabbi could not sit upon 
the jury that tried the case. The prophets of God could not 
be overseers of the road along which they traveled with 
sandaled feet to deliver the divine message of wrath to sin- 
ful citizens.” 


When any state, or proposed state, disfranchises a 
man because of his religjous opinions, however fool- 
ish, absurd, and superstitious those views may be, 
that state or proposed state needs reconstruction. 
To allow Roman Catholics to become citizens and 
bar out any other Christian sect is an inconsistency 


greater than any crime the Mormons ever committed. 
at t 
Editorial Notes. 

: We hope all of those interested in securing the liberation 
of Moses Harman from prison will send here for copies of 
the petition to the president, get them filled, and return 
them to us 88 soon 88 possible. 


On Tuesday, the 24th ult., Judge Bain, at Winnepeg, Man- 
itoba, gave judgment in the famous separate school case. 
The judge upheld the law recently passed by the legislature 
abolishing separate schools, and granted an injunction to 
restrain teachers in Catholic schools from holding religious 
exercises. 


AznoBBi8HCP Mike Corrigan has again triumphed over the 
friends of Dr. McGlynn. Dr. Burtsell, who defended the 
recalcitrant priest, was months 8go,ordered to remove from 
his city parish to Rondout, but refused to go, and appealed 
to Rome. Rome has now decided against him, and the 
machine, as McGlynn calls the hierarchy, is thereby strength- 
ened. For unadulterated and cussed despotism the Roman 
Catholic church stands pre-eminent. 


Tax Catholic Review says of the clerical committee of the 
* Citizen? Movement,” which we mentioned last week: 
**'The Citizens’ movement, which began to move forward 
last week, signalized its first start—and it will make many 
more of them—by nominating a batch of clergymen to its 
managing committee, àmong whom were Archbishop Cor- 
rigan and Rev. Father Ducey, with a hint that Dr. McGlynn. 
might yet be introduced. A more ill-assorted company of 
ecclesiastics we hav yet to see. Their selection illustrates 
just how much the citizens of this particular movement 
know about public men and public affairs. We can assure 
them that they hav dropped into a mudhole in their Cath- 
olic appointments.” 


Tux bishops of Brazil recently addressed a long pastoral 
to the faithful under their charge. It has reference to the 
change of government in that country, so far as it has 
affected the church. Two actions of the provisional govern- 
ment are separately objected to—the disestablishment of the 
church and the placing of various sects and sectaries on a 
footing with Catholicity. The bishop says: ‘‘ The situation 
of our Brazil is not very brilliant just now. Bya singular 
acoustical phenomenon, it faithfully repeats, on this 
side of the Atlantic, ail the echoes of European revolutions. 
The spirit of hostility toward the church ferments among 
among us, during our exigencies, incarnated in 8 power- 
ful and domineering sect. No, unfortunately, we can ex- 
pect neither protection nor favors in the state as it is.” 
Commenting upon their pastoral and Brazilian affairs, the 
Freeman’s Journal, a Catholic organ in this city, prints this 
call to arms: ‘It may require a struggle to overcome the 
force and fraud that the irresponsible military junta, now 
ruling Brazil, will employ at the autumn elections. But the 
Brazilian people, as has been abundantly intimated, will 
not allow Senhor Fonseca and Company to continue 
in power. Itis to be hoped that a counter-revolution will 
not be necessary. But the cabal should be overthrown at 
all costs.” 


Mz. ANGUS Grirrin desires to know how many Liberals 
there are in the United States, as he is often asked the ques- 
tion. To which we can only reply, we do not know, and no 
one else does. ‘Che census does not ask the question of 
religion, and figureson that subject are gathered from church 
yearbooks. As nearly as we can tell, there are but a few 
thousands of activ Liberals—men and women who oppose 
the church’s theology and politics—perhaps fifty thousand. 
Then there are the Spiritualists, a few more thousands who 
are also Liberals, and several hundred thousands of ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Spiritualists.” Besides these are a great mass of peo- 
ple, mostly men, who are Agnostics, unbelievers in all of the 
creeds, but unaffiliated with other heretics. These must 
count up to millions in the various large cities. ‘Chey are 
chiefly business men who read Radical publications on the 
quiet, and semi-Radical publications which the '' literary " 
folks and the newspapers hav made '' respectable " openly. 
Then there is a great body of millions more of indifferentists 
who do not go to church, but who do not read nor think 
upon the subject. The real church folks number about 
twenty millions, but a church-member of to-day, except in 
upprogressiv places, is no more like the Christian of half a 
century ago than our electric light is like the pine torches 
of our ancestors. The evolution and the influences of civil- 
ization are doing their perfect work even upon the Presby- 
terians; and in time will get down to the Methodists. 
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Letters from friends. 


Garnett, Kan., June 23, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Send along the paper, pictures and all. I’m 
no prude. Yours truly, CHARLES GREGG., 


WANGMAN CREEK, June 20, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Put my vote down for pictures. I hav tried 
to get some subscribers for your paper, but in vain so far. 
I giv the papers away as soon as I hav read them. Some 
people like them and some do not. FRANK FORSLAND. 


WarNUT Grove, Kan , June 16, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Please send the old, reliable TRUTH SEEKER 
for anoiher year. I like the paper very much, pictures and 
al. Long liv Tug Trura SEEKER, and Heston too 
Yours fraternally, W. H. Noag. 


MARTINSVILLE, Iut., June 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $7, for which please send THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to the two new subscribers designated, and 
send me the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text.Book." I hav 
been some time working up this little order; will try to do 
something more as soon as possible. I vote for a con- 
tinuance of the pictures in the paper. They are great eye- 
openers. J. T. HOUSER. 
AxrTX, ORE., June 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav many enemies here to battle with, in 
the way of Christianity, but friendly otherwise. "There is 
any amount of disbelievers who, for fear of offending mother, 
wife, child, or some friend, hold their peace. I hope some 
wide-awake speaker will come to this place and open the 
eyes of Some of the gospel-stuffed youths of this place. I 
gend $2 for the picture book. J. C. Rozison. 


Unston, Mo., June 23, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I hav seen a copy of your paper recently 
and was very favorably impressed—in fact, was highly 
pleased to see such free thought, so many progressiv ideas, 
such clear and logical reason, in print and in public circula- 
tion, and I must say, press on. It is the means to an end 
that is necessary, as it is self-evident it is making life a 

success. W. M. MEYERSIEOK. 


JASPER, ALA., June 23, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Why is it a fact that people will not reason ? 
If all were honest and would closely observe facts, with an 
enlightened intellect we could come to the same conclusions. 
- There are two kinds of facts. One is apparent, which makes 
the sun go around the earth once in twenty-four hours; but 
the real fact is that the earth revolves to produce this result. 
Apparent facts make theories, but real facts make science. 
The greater part of our conclusions are based on apparent 
facts, and not on the real or true facts. This is why we do 
not agree in our reasoning. Real or a true understanding of 
facts will always lead to science or demonstration; this 

should be our object in all branches of thought. 
J. K. Darra. 


CHAEBLESTON, VT., June 25, 1890. 

Mr. Eviror: I am getting disgusted with illiberal Liberals. 
I hav spent several days’ time distributicg those papers, and 
hav sent some out of the state, but I do not know as I hav 
got one subscriber. Yet it may be like casting bread upon 
the water, to return after many days. I think that there is 
nothing that has so dwarfed the human mind 4s the Chris- 
tian religion. Whether there ever was such a man as Christ 
or not I neither know nor care. But one thing I do know, 
that the pretended sayings of his in that old Jew-book hav 
caused more misery and suffering and bloodshed—yes, a 
thousand times more—than everytning else in the last two 
thousand years. But this much I can teatify to as true, in 
my own family and neighborhood, as the effect of the Caris- 
tian religion. Matt. x, 34, 35: ‘‘ Thiak not that I come to 
gend peace, but a sword. For I come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daughter-in-law against the mother-in-law.” 

Please find inclosed $2 for the picture book. 

A. F. Cots. ‘ 


Orrorp, N. 8., June 23, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: New ground has again been broken in Nova 
Scotia, by Mr. Watts delivering two lectures here, Wednes- 
day and Thursday, June 18th and 19:h. This, as I think 
you hav heard before, is a very orthodox town, and the 
ministers and leaders of churches and Young Men's Chris. 
tian Associations did their best to keep the members of their 
' congregations, etc., away by reporting that the lectures 
would be nothing but ridicule and abuse. Probably they 
thought Mr. Watts was the same stamp of a man as Clark 
Braden, whom they got to lecture last fall, and. who, report 
says. told the ministers, etc., not to hav anything to do with 
Mr. Watts, as he would only lead them out beyond their 
depth, and they would be left there. However, in spite of 
admonitions, etc., there were quite large audiences, and even 
the most orthodox were surprised, and expressed great satis- 
faction at the eloquent, logical, fair, and gentlemanly way 
in which Mr. Watts handled the subjects of ‘‘ Christianity vs. 
Secularism,” and ‘‘ Unbelief.” Discussion and criticism 
were invited, but as the clergy were conspicuous by their 
absence, no opposition was offered. 
ONE oF THE COMMITTEE. 


Port ANGELES, Wasu., June 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Our society here is growing larger and 
more interesting. Dr. F. 8. Lewis delivered an instructiv 
lecture last Sunday evening at the school-house, subject, 


“ The Origin of Life on the Earth.” The doctor ably replied 
to all who criticised his position. There is a Congregation- 
alist church here, and prospects of a Catholic church soon 
being built. Port Angeles is situated similarly to New York 
city or San Francisco, and is destined to soon become a 
great city, a great power for either good or evil, truth or 
superstition. Some of the Liberals here were deluded into 
helping build the Congregational church, with the under- 
standing that we could use it for Liberal meetings when the 
Christians were not using it, and what they learned by the 
‘experiment they might hav learned a great deal cheaper in 
Tux Terura Seeker if they had studied it carefully. 

We respectfully invite all Liberals who come to western 
Washington to come to Port Angeles, and hope that many 
of them will make their homes here and join us in building 
a city as free from superstition as possible. I will’ send for 
a cartoon book before long, and hope you will soon hav the 
Bible cartoons in book form. The cartoons should also be 
in tract form, which would enable us to send a few to Many 
places where we could not afford to send books. 

Frank Morse. 


EAGLE, NEB., June 24, 290. 

Mr. Eprrok: I could not do without Taz TROTH SEEKER, 
even if times are hard. I hav tried to get a few subscribers, 
but hav failed, but I will try again. They are so bigoted 
and narrow-minded, and you cannot convince an old person 
of his errors. But I hav great hopes of the rising genera- 
tion, as Freethought is catching. I liv near a German 
Lutheran church and parochial school, and all the parents’ 
children that belong to this church are growing up with a 
bigoted education. We hav had a good public school before 
this church was built here, and more good-will and harmony 
among the people than there is now. I hav heard the 
preacher denounce the public schools from the pulpit as 
schools of the devil, g-dless schools. Now, if this is not 
Anarchism, I do not know what it is. They are endeavor- 
ing to destroy our schools of learning, as Christianity cannot 
propagate its isms where there is learning. As soon as the 
people are better educated they will discard religion, and of 
course that means minus bread and butter to the sky-pilot. 
Our free school must be maintained by all hazards, with no 
interference of God, priest, or devil. Talk about Christian 
love, why, there is no such thing. Right here in this church, 
on the Jast night of the old year 1889, two prominent church 
lights nearly got into a hand-to-hand fight, and if it were not 
for the interference of other members, they would hav had 
8 Sullivan-Kilrain fight, with God as referee. O ye vipers 
and hypocrite! If there is a person that can lie, it is a 
hypocrit Christian. O. R. BoESEWETTER. 


i DzravaN, Misn., June 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: We hav just received a series of Liberal 
lectures from that great and gifted man, J. E. Remsburg, on 
the nights of June 17th, 18th, and 19th. I attended every 
night. I work out in the country three miles from town. I 
was lucky enough to get a ride into town the first two even- 
ings. Notwithstanding it rained Thursday and I had to 
walk if I attended, I walked, and felt fully repaid in listen- 
ing to the lecture, the subject of which was, “ The Apostle 
of Liberty." There was one lady who told another she was 
a fool to go near the lecture. “I never go near "um! I 
never would go near’um! I won't hav nothing to do with 
‘um! But for all this advice she did attend—every night, 
too. And another lady threatened to lock her husband out 
if he went a second evening. And yet there were others 
more charitable in their views, not besitating to say, ‘‘ We 
should hear both sides of the subject.” 

I hav read some of the writings of Thomas Paine, Col. R. 
G. Ingersoll, J. E. Remsburg, Helen Gardener, John Peck, 
and others. I think the ideas we receive from such litera- 
ture are far in advance of those we hear from the pulpit. 

Fraternally, Eva R. Lzz. 


Bowrz, TEx., June 23, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I receive the grand old TRUTH SEEKER regu- 
larly, and sometimes I think it should be named the Truth 
Finder. 

Freethought is moving here. We organized yesterday, 
the 22d, with about ten members; elected president and 
Secretary, and will be known a8 the Bowie Freethought 
Society. We expect to send a delegate to the state Liberal 
convention at Waco, Tex., July 15 to 17, 1890. 

We hav a small town of about twenty-five hundred popu- 
lation, but four joss-houses find customers and as many sky- 
pilots find a good, easy living at the expense of the ignorant 
and superstitious. 

On Friday, the 20th inst., Dr. James Billings, Universal- 
ist missionary, got permission to deliyer a series of sermons 
at the Christian joss-house. He preached on Friday night 
and Saturday was notified that he could hav the house no 
longer. The fact is, he taught them from the Bible that 
the chances were that the majority of them would go to 
heaven, and only a few, in fact none, would go to hell. 
This was too much for the Christians. If they were not 
going to hell he could not preach in their joss-house, as it 
did not suit them. ` 

I esteem TuE Truru BERKER very highly, and think it the 
grandest exponent of the falsity of superstition. You hav 
penetrated into the gloomy recesses of Catholicity and big- 
otry, and hav banished it from the minds of thousands. 
Welcome, TRUTH BxEKzB, and may your example be fol. 
lowed by your successors. Continue the pictures. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 8. P. BENTON. 

RiozviLLE, Iowa, June 28, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: Mr. Heston deserves infinit credit for the 

good work he does with his pictures. Esch one of them is 


as good as a volume. Iam specially well pleased with his 
pictures of June 7th, ‘ A Few of the Fraudulent Relics Ex- 
hibited to the Faithful.” It is immense. Said picture 
brings old facts to my mind. In the year 1844 the coat o 

Christ—or the ** Holy Lord God's Coat,” as we used to call it 


in Germany—was on exhibition in Fraves, or Frier. My . - 


mother was one of the many thousands of pilgrims who 
walked to Fraves, ‘a distance of about forty miles from 
where we lived at the time, to receive the blessing and 
indulgence which were granted to those who were permitted 
to see and touch the holy coat. Every one of the visitors 
was obliged to giv a certain sum of money. My mother and 
others said that there was more than wagon-load of money 
on the altar where the coat wasexhibited. It wasa bonanza 
forthe chureh. At the time, my father made the remark 
that there was no more efficaey in Christ's coat, which he 
doubted to be genuin, than in his own coat. Yor this 
offense he was promptly ordered before the priest to get a 
lecture for this terrible blasphemy. 

All my brothers and sisters and relatives are Roman Cath- 
olics They dislike me.on account of my Infidelity. But I 
let them cling to the old superstition and. falsehood, and I 
will stick to Liberalism and the truth. 

I feel perfectly happy now, but in olden times, when I 
was 8 Christian, I was always miserable. The idea of swal- 
lowing the creator of heaven and earth, God, man, and all— 
such cannibalism was against my nature. 

I hav been trying hard to get a subscriber for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, but in vain. There area few so called half Free- 
thinkers in this town, but they dare not take a Liberal paper 
for fear it would make them unpopular. There are four 
churches in this little town, and most of the folks go to 
church for society’s sake. 

I want to makea suggestion to all Christians of the world. 
Let them organize a congress, and enter into an agreement 
to take a trial term of Freethought and Liberalism, say for 
ten years. Let them discard all Gods and religions aud 
churches Let them allow the priests and preachers to take 
care of themselvs for ten years. Let the Christians—or ap- 
prentice Liberals—organize Secular Unions and Liberal 
libraries in every town to take the place of churches. Let 
them purchase Liberal and scientific books to take the place 
of Bibles and hymn-books. Let them invest the same amount 
of money toward educating themselves and children as they 
used to invest in churches aud priests. And at the end of 
ten years let them look around and see the result. If the 
people hav intellectually and morally advanced, then let 
them keep science and Liberalism; if they hav fallen, then 
let them go back to priestcraft and ignorance. . 

This world wants more such men as R. G. Ingersoll, D. 
M. Bennett, Horace Seaver, Thomas Paine, and others, to 
take the place of preachers and priests. This world wants 
more science and truth, and less superstition and religion. 

Hesry Bisson. 


BosooBEL, Wis., June 25, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: Error is born to falter upon the borders of 
truth, serving only to mislead and corrupt the human race ; 
and the widest scope of its action may readily be traced 
through all known time to the characteristics and acts of 
religious organisms.. This self-constituted evil came early, 
and paved its way by plea of piety to universal control, 
finally issuing over the world in race contention and wide- 
spread destruction. Fortunately glimpses of light and hap- 
piness, heralded stage by stage by the growth of intelligence 
adverse to the characteristics of the prevailing religions, 
came upon the scene, which ultimately has brought our latter 
centuries to conditions grandly hopeful as to the future of 
our race, in that that rational liberty, universally distributed, 
shall be enlarged and made good for all time. Truth, 
then, would ever prevail, and would ever be the world’s 
handmaid of social unity. : 

Following my introductory statement, in the main re- 
lating to prehistoric race conditions, it has occurred to me 
in this direction, that a fresh point bearing upon God’s 
alleged interest and responsibility in the human race may 
be worthy of note, inasmuch as truly sensible and rational 
people do not hesitate to condemn the Bible Adam and Eve 
story as bogus. First, then, we are informed that God's 
power is infinit; that he created all things to his own liking, 
the human race especially as to liking. This allegation re- 
minds one of Darwin’s prehistoric half-bred, evoluted man- 
monkies whom God deposited—to his own. liking—on earth 
to lead the van of all possible humanities then yet to appear 
on earth, their forms, natures, and characters included. 
Well! Starting upon the original and considering the count- 
less issues of subsequent diff:rentials of the race, one is 
again reminded of the fact, that infinit power, adorned with 
infinit judgment and taste, had discounted its abilities in 
construction, at its first trial. Bogus again ! 

Summarily given in a business way, it should appear that 
at the prehistoric period mentioned, God, if there—being 
infinit as a person, he must hav been there—neglected his 
chosen, functionary trust, the crown of all life, by letting 
stolid ignorance capture all of humanity that might follow 
on the earth, thus making himself responsible—infinitly so 
—for whatever in human evil might follow in consequence. 
Then, to think how easy it would hav been for him to hav 
placed highest intelligence there instead in order to forecast 
the growth of social good, in surety. 

Considered as business, was ever so great a mistake 
launched so carelessly upon the world? Having the power, 
would not a clod-headed farmer do better? Surely Bible 
history and religious asseverations hav ever been paltering 
or deceiving at the expense of truth and in the face of piety. 

A word farther. The world’s one thousand religious sects 
are 80 constituted as to make it impossible for any one or al ' 
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of them to rightly claim any relation wh&tever to any form 
of godlike power. To methe entire scheme appears only as 
organisms seeking and contending for greatest power, 
severally ; added to an equal desire to attain grandeur in 
position, to be so elevated by the ‘‘ mammon of unrighteous- 
ness." I hav never been able to locate God. Monism ten- 
ders the closest view. D. 


Mosoow, Ipa., June 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epnrron: I read Taz TRuvx SgEREXS and pass them 
around in the missionary circuit as best I can. 
of conversion from superstition to humanity and falsehood 
to truth, from illogicalness to logic, is very slow.; and I can 
not see why it should not be faster, for when I was supersti. 
tious, it did not require but two or three copies of Tu: 
TRUTH SrEKER and the same number of Ingersoll’s lectures to 
regenerate me from the low rut of superstition, hypocrisy, 
cowardice, and blind faith— which are the four leading ele- 
ments of the Christian religion. I liv in the eastern part of 
the new state of Washington. The people are eccentric in 
the many beliefs. Some are out-spoken Infidels. In the fif- 
teen months I hav lived here I attended one funeral The 
man that stood between God almighty and common people 
on this occasion, called minister of Christ’s gospel, informed 
the mourners that the case of the little innocent was only a 
mere change, no annihilation of life by any means; that 
their Lord said suffer little children to come unto him and 
forbid them not, for he was a loving God, etc. I wondered 
why his love was not great enough to let the parents keep 
the child and obviate all grief. I cannot conceive how peo- 
ple can trust their near and dear to the tender care and nurt- 
ure of a God that allured an innocent and virtuous woman, 
as far as we know, as he did the Virgin Mary, and then 
through stratagem or chicanery palmed her off, child and 
all, onto poor Joc. Doubtless the readers of Tug Teura 
BEEKER hav heard of the song of Foolish Joe. I think he 
was the fellow. I think the correctest way of proving a 
man’s manhood is, in the event of doing wrong either by 
accident or intention, to beg pardon and make amends as far 
as is in such man’s power. Gods are not excepted from the 
same rule. Instead of this God marrying this betrayed vir- 
gin, and swearing he would protect her, if his relativ ostra- 
cised and disinherited him, he does quite the opposit. 

How much longer are people to be bamboozled by such 
humbuggery? I think that all Liberals should report them- 
selvs and volunteer to contribute, ever 80 little, to the great 
cause of human freedom. I hav heard Christians say if it 
was in their power they would imprison our great apostle, 
Colonel Icgersoll. The great work rests in teaching the Lib- 
eral sentiment into the people, as the sentiment of the people 
is generally carried in the laws, let them be good or bad, 
oppressiv or liberal. If men want to harvest or thrash on 
Sunday they are not persecuted. Petitions were signed here 
last winter’ against the Blair bill and giving one religion 
advantage of another. This state is doing some good Lib. 
eral political work, as has been reported by C. B. Reynolds. 
We want all church property taxed and not a person paid 
by the public tax for their time spent in prayer, from United 
States chaplain in the Senate to school-teacher. If the super- 
stitious want to waste their time in such nonsense, let them 
do it at their own expense. If there is a future and better 
existence for people, managed by a deity, I would rather 
think it an Infldel sentiment than an orthodox sentiment, 
because we advocate better principles. And should there be 
a reckoning up at a judgment day and the boss God—hi m or 
it, or what is proper to say in this particular; perhaps John 
Peck or some one can answer; you all know what I mean 
— ghould be an Infidel in every sense, and suppose the same 
bigoted, inhuman principles should be carried out on the 
Christians that their God is carrying out on us for unbelief, 
would the Christian not wish he had embraced Infldelity ? 
Is it not as logical for us to reason about what we do not 
know anything about as it is for them? 

I will hav to take issue with Bloomer and others on Prohi- 
bition. It is nothing rare to see defenseless women and chil- 
dren in this country in more or less trouble and distress, and 
men's faces black and blue, the effect of the saloon and 
gambling table. Stamp me in favor of woman suffrage and 
the suppression of drunkenness. Jorr MoCArLrisTER. 


Inpian Grove, Mo., June 22, 1890. 
Mr. Epntron: The Rev. Mr. Hurly, in a sermon delivered 
recently at the Centenary Methodist Episcopal church toa 
crowded house, assailed the character of the Atheist in a 
‘very vindictiv manner. The inclosed letter was written in 
reply thereto, and presented to the home paper for publica- 
tion, which, however, was unceremoniously refused. 
W. E. Watron. 


Rev. Mr. Hunry, KavrEsVILLE, Mo., Dear Sir: I wish to 
assure you at the outset that I mean no offense by the fol- 
fowing, and should you take any exception to the same, I 
trust that you will be kind enough to practice your theory of 
forgivness until seventy times seven in this case, as I feel 
assured you will do. My object is to submit a few criticisms 
on your Jate exposition of the character of an Atheist. You 
take the position, in fact you affirm positivly, that the 
intelligent Atheist, or person that rejects God—you mean 
Jehovah, of course—has no conscience. The term conscience 
is not ambiguous. It means simply man's conception of 
right and wrong. Hence the idea of an intelligent Atheist 
having no conscience is ludicrous, absurd. Man to possess 
a conscience must of necessity be intelligent. Noone knows 
this any better than yourself. I am willing to concede that 
you possess a conscience, that you hav an acute perception 
of right and wrong, but I am not sure that you are not 
altogether remorseless and therefore without & proper respect 
for your conscience. You appear willing to impeach the 
motiv of every generous deed, and of every noble achieve- 
ment, and to deny and discredit all evidence of an honorable, 
just, and upright spirit, exhibited on the part of. an Atheist. 
And why? It certainly cannot be simply for the purpose of 
smirching and blacking his character in the estimation of his 
Christian neighbors. I hav never committed a crime in my 
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life which if brought to the light of day would be cognizable 
by any sort of justice, unless it be an occasional desecration 
of the Sabbath, and this alleged offense is answerable only 
to a court of irj :stice. I hava few friends with whom I 
am intimately associated who hav evidenced their friend- 
ship by years of unswerving fiielity and faithfulness. No 
one with whom I ever had any business transactions has 
ever indicated a want of confidence in my integrity. 
endeavored to be an exemplifier of all that was pure and 
good, and my highest ambition has been to accumulate a 
competence for my family and to instruct my children in the 
principles of justice and truth. But alas, I am suddenly 
seized up by a veritable Torquemada, fired into a flame by 
the smoldering spirit of the Holy Spanish Inquisition. He 
sounds the note of alarm, ‘Look out, brethren, for that 
awful Atheist! He has no conscience! If he treats you 
kindly, it is simply a cunning device by which he expects to 
be treated kindly in return. If he pays dollar for dollar it is 
because he desires that you should treat him in like manner. 
And this is all very foolish and sinful.” 

Did it ever occur to you, my dear brother, that your entire 
scheme of Christian piety is underlaid with the most sordid 
and selfish of motivs, with a superficial, but most transparent 
covering of purple and tinsel? Is it not declared that Christ 
had respect to the recompense that he should receive, in 
consideration of which he sacrificed his own body? How- 
ever, a just recompense or reward was exactly what the 
Christian did not want, and it.is to escape justice that he 
clings so tenaciously to the cross. Hear an apostle on this 
subject: “ If the words spoken by angels were steadfast and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just recom- 
pense or reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation?’ Escape what? A just recompense or reward. 
So to Christ they fly, and he becomes a party to a general 
conspiracy to rob justice of its victim and thus shield the 
malefactor from a justly deserved punishment. The upright 
Atheist is just, and desires only that justice be meted out to 
him in return. The Christian, sided and abetted by his 
divine savior, expects to escape justice. I pity, and would 
pray for if I thought it would do any good, the man that 
can vindictivly assail the untarnished character of an Atheist 
simply because it was developed independent of church in- 
fluence; that will contend- without a blush that he can tres- 
pass against his brother until seventy times seven, that he 
can maltreat and abuse him, and like the typical David of 
old commit the darkest and most infamous crimes, and then 
at any moment turn to the savior, who will graciously ab- 
solve him from all guilt. Herein lies the difference between 
the Christian and myself. I believe that I must answer at 
the inexorable bar of justice for my conduct. The Christian 
contends that he has a city of refuge that will shield him 
from the consequence of his evil conduct. Now, to put the 
question squarely, could you look with an eye of approval 
on the minister that would giv a pressing invitation for 
everybody to attend service at his church, and then after 
the congregation had assembled and everyone was observing 
the very strictest decorum, affect an air of sacerdotal gravity 
and assail with the vilest aspersions and imputations the 
character of the Atheist, not for any alleged immoral con- 
duct, not for the habitual practice of any known vice, but 
simply because he did not happen to hav the acceptable faith 
in regard to something, or perhaps nothing, that no one 
knows anything about ? 

The best I can say for most Christians is that they are in 
many things better than their creeds. But I believe you will 
admit that the individual whose spring of life is constantly 
bubbling over with acts of kindness and expressions of sym- 
pathy for suffering humanity ; whose inherent love of truth 
and justice develops a splendid, upright character; one who 
practices virtue for its own dear sake without fear of punish- 
ment or hope of reward, is infinitly superior to the abnormal, 
apathetic, frigid nature that can only be moved to acts of 
kindness and expressions of sympathy by the spectacle of a 
crucified and mangled savior, supplemented by the fear of a 
burning hell and an intense longing for a crown of glory and 
8 harp of gold. 

I must confess myself highly gratifled by these suicidal 
spasms of righteous indignation. I believe they hav always 
been characteristics of the Christian clergy throughout the 
world. They hav a strong tendency to disintegrate the 
organized forces of orthodoxy. Not long since, a practicing 
physician, one that stands high in the profession and is widely 
known throughout the country, told me that he had lately 
been engaged in reading the Bible through, and as a result 
had come to the conclusion that preaching was simply a pro- 
fession, and that he had become so disgusted with clerical 
arrogance and censorship during the time that Mr. Bell rode 
the Keytesville circuit that he had scarcely been inside of a 
church since. I am personally acquainted with perhaps a 
score of similar cases, all of them above the average for 
intelligence. They hav had the theological chimeras ex- 
tracted from their craniums and their minds freed from a 
state of servil superstitious bondage that has become utterly 
intolerable since the broad expanse of intellectual freedom 
has opened out before their extended vision. 

Respectfully, W. E. Watron. 


Manzxxao, ILL., June 23, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: In yours of June 21st Mr. F. E. Ormsby 
says that ‘‘ the readers of Mr. Wettstein’s challenge to me- 
diums, in yours of May 31st, were no doubt impressed at 
first with the idea that they were to receive some light on 
the much discussed subject of slate-writing by disembodied 
spirits,” and furthermore that my inviting witnesses to note 
proceedings at the sitting was evidence ‘‘ that he is a coward, 
afraid of that which he claims does not exist,” etc. Accord- 
ing to these sage observations, I presume he fancies that 
I desired the presence of these witnesses to guard against a 
possible onslaught of the spirits who should happen to put 
in an appearance. He is evidently not aware that I am well 
fortified against such assaults, not knowing that a few well- 
directed invocations of the blessed Virgin will put them to 
rout, not to say anything of two or three amulets and talis- 
mans I habitually wear to keep them at a safe distance. I 
am now referring to ‘‘ those evil spirits,” to quote his own 
words, ‘‘ designated by many, on account of the results that 
sometimes follow, as the devil!” But, seriously speaking, 
when I endeavored to ‘‘ throw some light on the much dis- 
cussed slate-writing manifestations,” I did not hav the hardi- 
hood to expect that such light could ever dawn upon intel- 
ligences which could construe my proposition of having wit- 
nesses present as cowardice, and it would therefore be a 
waste of time and of printers’ ink to take cognizance of his 
other inanities ; in fact, if I thought it necessary to excul- 


I hav} 


pate myself from 80 grave a charge as that of being afraid of 
spooks I didn’t believe in, it might be looked upon as a seri- 
ous reflection upon the intelligence of your readers. 

I would only remark en passant that I am still patiently 
awaiting the arrival of his promised ‘‘ whalers carrying the 
fisher-mediums hitherward on their errand of capturing the 
fish that are caught by mediumistic frauds.” But as the 
“ catch” is counted by the thousands, and mostly among 
his own clan, methinks he ought to look in a different direc- 
tion for it. But pending the arrival of his '* whalers,” I 
would advise him to rest from his mental labors, leat his 
overwrought spirit will disembody itself from its *' fleshly 
tabernacle” to take unto itself wings for spirit.land. His 
frantic effort in expounding metaphorical spirit-lore certainly 
seems to render such a precaution highly necessary. 


Turning our attention to page 394, same issue, we are con- 
fronted with the following questions propounded by Mr. J. 
Brown, in reply to mine of May 3d: ** What created matter? 
Did it always exist, or does it contain some inherent element 
or principle of procreation?” Replying I would say that 
what we conceive as matter is the temporarily condensed 
cosmic force pervading space, which our crude senses are 
not able to resolve into their true nature of aggregated force- 
centers, and is eternal, hence was not created. This cosmic 
force is the Atheist’s God, having the power, like the The- 
ist’s fancied personal God, of procreating the multifarious 
forms into which it sggregates. I agree with him in saying 
that ‘‘ there is no beginning without a force, spirit (¢.¢., in- 
telligence), or what you may call it, to enforce that begin- 
ning.” This averment is generally understood as necessitat- 
ing a creator, but if correctly interpreted shows that instead 
of Theists and Atheists being directly opposed in their doc- 
trins, they really can join hands fraternally across the im- 
aginary chasm that separates them. The beginning of every 
formation of matter, the Atheist admits, implies a creator, 
but this creator is immanent within their very components, 
having the potentiality to arrange them in accordance with 
their primitiv judgment and requirements, and the capacity 
to adept them to surrounding conditions or influences. In 
other words, ‘‘ No beginning without an incentiv force,” is 
the Atheist’s doctrin in regard to the eternal mutations of 
cosmic force or matter which had a beginning in each of 
their individual forms they perpetually assume through their 
own creativ force. This force itself, however, is as eternal 
and immutable as the Theist’s God. The terms ** Atheist” 
and ‘Infidel’? are misnomers therefore, they recognizing a 
creator—call it God, nature, or the creativ force of the uni- - 
verse— and being infidel to nothing but the God of supersti- 
tion. Scientists agree that cosmic force is all-sufficient. 
to produce every phenomenon and every form of animate and 
inanimate life; is it therefore not a manifest absurdity to 
add a God to it, an act of supererogation born of ignorance? 
Is one god not sufficient, the only real, true god of cosmic 
force? True, we donot yet comprehend the exact nature of 
this creativ force, but has the church from time immemorial 
not thrown every conceivable obstacle in the way of those 
who endeavored to ascertain its nature? Of its potentiality 
none can hav any doubt, as we behold it all around and 
within us, but of the Theist’s additional God there is not a 
particle of evidence. And is it not the hight of folly to as- 
sume one, considering that it saddles us with the still greater 
mystery of Ais being or origin? Does it not complicate diffi- 
culties by adding a God to the universe, instead of simplify- 
ing them? Hav we not two existences to account for then, 
God and the universe, instead of that of the latter only? 
The latter we know exists; then let us discover the true nat- 
ure of the force that caused its various formations, but in the 
name of common sense don't let us add a vastly greater mys- 
tery to it, a mystery based on purest assumption, without a 
vestige of reason to support it. 


But, noting your correspondent’s further remarks, how 
innocently can a child not fondle with a diamond in the 
rough without realizing its value! Hesays: ‘‘ The improve- 
ments [or researches] into the electric fluid may lead to the 
discovery of that unknown God.” My dear sir; it ¢s it! it 
is your God! You hav it right there in your grasp! Your 
“unknown God" is embodied right within what you call 
electric fluid, the sparkle of its luster being still hidden from 
our mental gaze by the incrustation of our ignorance. Po- 
larity, the dual principle of electricity or magnetism, must 
indeed be the principal characteristic of atoms or force- 
centers and the main factor, through its attraction and repul- 
sion, of all we behold in nature. Add to this property the 
incomprehensibly low degree of conscioueness, called by Ed- 
ison the primitiv judgment of atoms, and also their probable 
sexuality, as being identical in its nature with polarity, and 
8 theory is formulated that can explicate every phenomenon, 
through the processes of evolution, from the mind and sex 
of organic beings to the infinit worlds gyrating through 
space. No chance, therefore, in all we behold ; no fortuitous, 
hap-hazard throwing together of dead matter, the Theist's 
scornful imputation against Materialism, but all the result of 
the tiny monad’s choice. With this primitiv atomic judg- 
ment recognized by scientists (which I elucidated over ten 
years ago), with this electiv affinity of force established, 
what need is there to postulate a supervising and supernat- 
ural creator? Recognizing the all-sufficiency of nature in 
the primitiv judgment of her constituents, is an auxiliary 
being in the shape of a supposed God therefore not a per- 
fectly useless and superfluous adjunct? The unrestraincd 
forces of nature when on their terrific and merciless exploits 
of destruction resulting in Johnstown cataclysms, Ashtabula 
horrors, cyclones and earthquakes destroying human beings 
by the thousands, and the endless woe and misery to which 
humanity is subject. indeed preclude its being under provi- 
dential care, and ought to be sufficient evidence to every un- 
biased mind that nature acts of its own volition and is not 
controled by an extraneous guiding hand. H. WETTSTEIN. 
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| Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susans H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Sweet Pansy. 


Would you know what German children 
Oall this flower dear and sweet? 
* Little Stepmother,” they name her, 
Aud they tell her tale complete. 


Here's the foremost middle petal; 
That's the stepmother herself, 

And her daughters two beside her, 
Just like her each pretty elf. 


See, behind, two other petals, 
On which diff srent hues are shown, 
These are the stepdaughters, always 
Ia the background, and alone. 


So, to Garman children, Pausy 
Telis her story o’er and o'er ; 
Aud they listen, aud they sing it 

In a little song once more. 


But I love our own name better, 
For it sounds more heartsomely ; 
Sweetest Pansy, dearest Pansy, 
She shall always be to me. 
—Our Littie Ones. 
me 
Handsome Is that Handsome Does. 
Out of sight, my boys and girls, 
Every root of beauty starts ; 
Bo think less about your curls, 
More about your minds and hearts. 
Oherish what is good: and drive 
Evil thoughts and feelings far, 
For, aa sure a8 you're alive, 
You will show for what you are. 
—Alice Cary. 
———— — —9-8—99————————— 


Weather Sayings. 


The &urora borealis always indicates a 
change of weather, aud if it is very red the 
weather will be very cold. . 

A mackerel sky in the west indicates rain. 
If there be a sheep sky, or white clouds driv- 
ing to the northwest, it will be fine for some 
days. 

A halo around the moon indicates a com- 
ing storm. The number of stars seen within 
the circle shows the number of days: before 
‘it will occur. 

If the leaves of maples and other trees turn 
up 80 as to show their under side it is a sign 
ofrain. Dandelions, tulips, and other flowers 
close up before rain. 

If birds flock together in September it is 
the sign of a coming storm. If crows are 
seen going south in the fall it is a sign of 
colder weather; but if they go north there 
will be warmer weather. 

If there are no falling stars to be seen on a 
bright summer evening you may look for fine 
weather. If there be many falling stars on 
a fine summer’s eve you may expect thunder 
and heavy rain. 

“If it thunders in the morning it will be 
fearful before night." ‘‘ Winter thunder is 
to old folks death and to young folks plun- 
der.” It is said that persons in consumption 
hav died during a thunder storm. 

If wild geese come from the north early in 
the fall itis the sign of an early winter. If 
they go north early in the spring it is a sign 
that the winter is broken. The Phebe bird, 
or pewee, sings before warm weather. 

A south wind brings rain, a northeast wind 


water, while it lies curled up at the bottom 
of the jar there will be fair weather, but be- 
fore rain, wind, or snow it will be agitated, 
and will rise to the surface, and if it comes 
entirely out of the water you may expect 
thunder. 

Before rain ants are bustling and activ, and 
will carry their eggs from place to place; 
bees are busy, but do not go far from their 
hives; crickets sing and try to get into the 
house; flies are very annoying, and bite 


sharper than usual; and spiders spin gos- 
samer webs in the air. If ants clear their 
hole and pile the dust high before 11 a.m. it 
wil be fair the rest of the day.— Boston 
Journal. 


8 severe storm, and a northwest wind fair 
weather. Ifthe wind veers round with the 
sun, there wil be fair weather. Ifthe wind 
starts up while it is raining, it will blow the 
rain clouds away, and there will be fair 
weather. 

When you feel the d:w falling heavily in 
the evening you may be sure it will be fair 
next day. When in the morning you see the 
ground covered with webs, covered with 
dew, and dew on the ground around, it is a 
sign of rain before night, for the spiders are 
putting up umbrellas. 

A halo around the sun indicates that there 
will be rain or snow soon. Ifthe sun rises 
clear and soon goes into a cloud it will rain 
before night. Ifthe sunshines while it rains 
it wil rain the next day. A sun dog, or 
mock sun, indicates that there will be stormy 
weather very soon. 

If rain commences before daylight it will 
hold up before 8 r.m. Ifit begins about noon 
it will continue through the afternoon. If 
not till 5 ».M. it will rain through the night. 
If it commences after 9 ».m. it will rain the 
next day. If it clears off in the night it will 
rain the next day. 

Frogs and tree-toads peep before rain. If 
a leech be Kept in a glass jar partly filled with 


tO — — —— 
Why Throw 1t Away? 


“ Evil is wrought by want of thought, and 
not by want of heart," wrote the poet. On 
Saturday more than five thousand pounds of 
fresh fish were thrown &way in one of our 
city markets on the presumption that it would 
spoil before the Monday purchasers arrived 

hy was not some one thoughtful enough to 
distribute this food—which when cast away 
was in perfect condition—to the starving 
poor of the city; to the gaunt, hungry cloak- 
makers who are suffering in their terrible 
struggle for decent wages? It would hav 
helped them one day’s journey farther along 
the difficult road to independence.— Morn- 
ing Journal. 


“ Under Nationalistic rule such an act as the 
above could not hav happened," writes & 
friend. 'True. When the relations of the 


` | brotherhood of the human race are estab- 


lished there will be no “ starving poor," no 

“ gaunt, hungry cloakmakers,” or any other 
persons, suffering for the actual necessaries 
of life that others may loll in idleness and 
luxury. Humanity is in a semi-barbaric 
condition, ignorant and untutored, or these 
conditions could not exist to-day. May the 
time hasten when the brute will be eliminated 
from the human being, and he will come to 
realize that he only truly livs who livs not 
for himself alone, but for all—when he will 
look beyond the narrow boundary of a selfish 
circle into the broad expanse of a picturesque 
heaven—a heaven not far off but close at 
hand, and within his reach. 8. H. W. 

e 
What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

_ It was the little girl’s first visit to a dairy 
farm. ‘‘ Uncle Zeb,” she asked, ** which one 
of all your cows givs the most milk?” Uncle 
Zeb was a truthful man. He laid one hand 
on ‘‘Old Crumplehorn,” carelessly placed 
the other on the pump, and said, ‘“ This 
one, child.” 

Not many years ago a gentleman had taken 
affectionate leave of his wife and daughter 
for a three months’ trip abroad. The child,a 
lovely girl of two and a half years, stood by 
a chair with her thumb in her mouth—a 
favorit pastime, and to her a panacea for all 
childish ills. She watched her mother for a 
few moments, saw the tears filling the lovely 
eyes and dropping one by one from her 
cheeks, then went to her side with a com- 
forting tone, and looking pityingly up to her 
face, said, ‘‘ Mamma, suck 'oo fum !” 

' What do you want, Johnny?” said an 
Elm street drug man to an urchin counter- 
high. ‘‘Something to keep moths out of 
carpets?” ‘‘ Yes,” answered the boy; ‘‘that’s 
what I camphor.” 

Dickie, six years old, had a pair of boots. 
He cut one of them with a hatchet. The 
father became very angry and scolded inces- 
santly. The little fellow looked his father in 
the face and said, ‘‘ If you don't stop talking 
you!ll get me mad, too.” 

em 
Correspondence. 


Coarne, ALA., June 29, 1890. 

Miss 8. H. Wixon: This is my second let- 
ter to the Corner. I like your '* Corner 
Gospel"--that in Taz Troura BEEKER of 
June 2ist is splendid. I hav read with much 
interest ‘‘In Search of a Spirit,” and Mc- 
Arthur’s replies. Here are two men, talented, 
honest, and sincere, both Liberals, yet they 
see things so differently that burning would 
not change them; rationally considered, is 
this not & powerful argument against a rev- 
elation? This is not all. Some cannot see 
colors alike, some cannot understand words 
alike. Itis a hard thought to know we shall 
be annihilated, yet it seems to be a fact. 
Some reason like this: The butterfly was 
once 8 caterpillar, but does it knowit? The 
cabbage is converted into living tissue, but 
does it appreciate or know the change? Is 
the person as comfortable and happy that has 
had a member amputated after as before it 
was diseased? Would not the spirit be mis- 
erable without its house? It seems from the 
reading of that ‘‘holy book” that heaven is 
not just all right for the saints until they get 


seem that McArthur had bestowed a 


00 
deal of thought on Freethought Subjects, yet 
he has not evoluted much past orthodoxy; 


their bodies. Another thought—it would: 


then how long will it t&ke the orthedox, for 
they don't try? It seems Liberals hav a 
hereulean task, vet we will hope. When the 
French nation brought the remains of. Napo- 
leon from St. Helena, they esteemed it an 
honor to declare him the greatest warrior of 
ancient or modern times. We can claim 
more—one of our leaders (Ingersoll) haà even 
made war on the Gods, and will in time de- 
throne them. We are looking forward with 
interest to the state meeting of Liberals of 
Texas. I will close, hoping all our actions 
may be as footprints on the sands of time, 
that may cause some one to take courage 
and climb to hights sublime. 
J. HaARoro Warp. 


[It is well that we differ in our opinions. 
If all thought just alike, the world would be 
a dull place. While we hava right to our 
own views, let us always respect the opinions 
of others, remembering that they hav the 
same right to them as we hav to ours. 

Mr. McArthur is a candid, upright, sincere, 
and honorable gentleman. He may hav some 
light that others cannot hav by nature of 
their organization. The editor of the Corner 
cherishes profound respect for his honest 
convictions.—Ep. C. C.] 
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Science Qalnmn. 


Pretty Polly. 

** Polly "is a bird that can talk! It is very 
funny, truly. And the queerest of all queer 
birds is the parrot, because it can talk. 

There are three hundred species of these 
odd birds, and they are found in great num- 
bers in warm climates, although they can be 
easily acclimated and thrive well, when 
caged, in cool countries. 

Some varieties are exceedingly handsome, 
the plumage being brilliant and beautiful, and 
many of them exhibit remarkable power in 
imitating not only different fowls and animals, 
but also the human voice, their thick, fleshy, 
black tongue enabling them to articulate 
words distinctly. 

Parrots hav a firm, strong bill, arched, and 
the lower mandible is notched at the end. 
They can bite terribly, aud without seeming 
effort will draw blood on the adventurous 
stranger who may attempt to caress them 
when they are not in the humor for familiar- 
ity. They hav two toes in front and two at 
the back of the foot; when they walk the 
toes turn in and they present a most ludicrous 
appearance, but they are great climbers, and 
can get to the tip-top of a tree ora house 
even, in short order. They can also fly well. 
When they eat, they hold their food in the 
right claw, aud are fond of fruits with seeds; 
they also like grain, nuts, pastry, corn, rice, 
and occasionally a bit of beefsteak or a 
chicken bone, which latter they will pick 
quite clean. 

The paroquet, macaw, lory, and cockatoo 
belong to the parrot tribe, but these do not 
speak words. Parrots are monogamous, that 
is, they hav one mate and remain always 
faithful to that one. 
telligence and cuteness they hav sometimes 
been called *' feathered monkeys.” 

There is a kind of parrot called the “love 
birds.” These are small in size and noted for 
their affection and devotion to their mates. 
The gray parrot, foundin West Africa, is the 
most remarkable talker, and this kind has 
been taught to repeat long sentences, the 
whole of the alphabet, and can sing songs. 
Some green parrots can do nearly if not quite 
as well. 

In a wild state they make their nests ina 
hollow tree. 

Parrots sometimes seem to realize the mean- 
ing ofthe words they utter, will say ‘‘ What ?” 
in answer to a question, and then reply with 
intelligence. They hav great memory, can 
call the names of the various members of the 
family with whom they liv, and make them- 
selvs very amusing to big folks as well as 
little ones. 

They attain t^ great age, seventy-five or a 
hundred years if well cared for, &nd the older 
they grow the more they know. 

My parrot is a nativ of South America, and 
was brought to me as a present by a sea- 
captain who is now dead. His name is Rob- 
ert, but is often called ‘‘ Polly,” which isa 
nickname for all parrots. 

He is attached to me, and will kiss and 
caress me with his bill, being very careful not 
to hurt me. 

He will scold at my sister because she has 
been obliged to chastise him with a stick 
sometimes when he has been naughty. 

. He will crow and cackle like the hens, will 
whistle, bark like a dog, mew like a cat, 
chatter like a monkey, and talk like a human 

' being. He calls ** mother,” “ papa,” ** Susie,” 


On account of their in- | 


* Bridget," ‘‘ Polly, pretty Polly," ‘ Polly 
wants some dinner,” “Get up! Its 5 
o'clock," ‘‘ Stop your noise,” “ Mind your p's 
and q’s,” ‘‘ Hello there,” ** Does your mother 
know you're out?" and many other words 
and short sentences. He will call “John! 
John! John!” which is the name of the coach- 
man across the street, and in such & natural 
tone that John runs hurriedly into the house 
to see what is wanted, when Robert laughs 
** Ha, ha, ha,” and screams and laughs again, 
a8 if he perfectly understood that he was 
playing a joke on poor John. 

Sometimes Robert wil cry and whimper 
like a child, and again he will scold, and say, 
"IH whip you—inch of your life!” He is 
jealous, and grows very indignant if his 
mistress happens to pet a little girl in his 
presence, or fondle a kitten or dog. When 
little Susie was alive, he would pull her hair 
whenever he had a chance, thinking she re- 
ceived too much attention, or more than was 
given tohim. Once he bit the dog because 
he came too near his perch, and said, ** There! 
take that!” 

He would eat with the cat, when we owned 
a cat, but would whip her with his beak if 
she became too greedy. When he is out on 
the lawn, he will feed the sparrows who creep 
through the bars of his cage, dropping bits of 
bread for them to pick up. 

Joe, the colored man who livs in our family, 
said once, ‘‘ Dere’s no use talkin’, Miss Susan, 
dese yere parrots are de ole-fashioned folkses 
—dere our great granfaders.”’ 

I once heard of a parrot who caused some 
trouble in a store, where he was allowed the 
privilege of walking about. His master lost 
& half sovereign, and accused the shop girl of 
taking it. She indignantly denied the accusa- 
tion. But the man still had suspicion of her, 
and intentionally left another coin upon his 
desk, which also disappeared. He tried 
several coins in this way, with the same 
result. 

Finally, he had the girl arrested, and 
brought before a magistrate. She escaped 
conviction, and begged her master to try 
the coin business once more, and keep a 
strict watch. He did so, and was astonished 
to see the parrot watch his chance and 
slyly appropriate the coin and drop it in a 
hole in the floor. 

Investigation brought all the lost coins to 
light, besides thimbles, and many small sarti- 
cles that the mischievous bird had dropped 
in the hole in the floor at various times. 

8. H. W. 


QUESTIONS.—How man 
Wnuere are they found? 
do they possess? What enables them to talk? 
Describe beak and toes and general appearance. 
What is their principal food? What varieties are 
there that do not speak words? What peculiarity 
belongs to parrots? What are they called some- 
times? What of the ‘love birds?” What of the 
gray parrot? Tell what you remember of Robert. 
What was Joe's remark concerning parrots? Be- 
late the work of a mischievous parrot. Tell what 
you may know of parrots that hav come under 
your own observation. 


species of parrots? 
hat remarkable power 
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Price. 


IF, THEN. AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W. S. Barrow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 aenta. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
$8 Lafayette Pl.. NowYork. 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS 


DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 


IT 


A SYMPOSIUM 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


. Btewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


SUSAN H. WIXON, 
F. M. HOLLAND, 
MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 


BY 
COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R.B. WESTBROOK, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jr., SALADIN (W 
H. 0. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


Susszots oF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Jf not, the reason why? 


f there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Mes WANTED saes, SAMPLE TREE. A rare 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Ya 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


: THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo. 1:119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


YRY-5QUARE: 


0B, 


The Chureh of Praetieal Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold bis attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For gale at this office. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of our read- 
ers who preserve their Dapers 
{ we offer a new style of binder, 
«Made for the 


Price, $1.00. 


urpose, and 


iy B with the heading of THE 
at LAU tora om the outside. 

is EA RO ide. 
Cee? This binder allows the open- 


ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 
Sent by mail, ostpaid, for 81. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
Di 98 Lafavette 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OR; 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Belf-Oontradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ghristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 


Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Rs 
P1., New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
. Introduoticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents, 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.3; With autographs 80 E 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GxoRaE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LYDIA R, CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies feta dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


The Tent hings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is Xt Founded on 
Reason, and Is Et Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of $ankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifex 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoate and 
Colonel Ingersoll, ard an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 paras, :5 cents. 


Reply to Father ambert’s 
* Tactics of Infidels. 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Ats Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 1b 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Kheir Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Pestructiv ard Con 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Dafectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

gnostlicism and Christian T heism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
94pages Price, 10 cents. 

Evoiniion snd Speciai Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinrers—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus. 
tice. 86 pages. Price. 10 cents. 

The Glory of @nbel ef, 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and ‘he Supernatural; or, 
"eli fand Knowledge, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Zhe American *eeular Union; Its 
Necessity snd the Justice of Ets 
Nine Demands (Dedicated to Colo. 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theolcgical Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R v. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: hv Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity. 3. Freetbought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. i 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB. 

LISHED. 


Christianity: Defcciliv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIODICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


A 


22 pages in 


$ . . . 10 cents. 


Price, 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of ‘* Hebrew 
Mythology,” '* The Career of Jesus Obriat.” 


The foo) hath said in his heart, Thereis no God, 
—-[Ps. xiv; 1. 
Children and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo; 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


s 


| F” orueified under, Pontius Pilate, but that the 

| real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 

| Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.O. Oloth, 446 pages, With full Index. 
Pitos, $1.50. Fc-mer price, $2.00. For sale at this 
offica. 


phOVIRS. conclusivly that there was no Ohrist | £ 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafavetto Placa. New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Beliamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 


and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 


The appeal is always made to & man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social stato greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
4&ddresa THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


HISTORY 


; OF TE 
INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMEN 
Of Europe. 

Revieed Edition—? vois—Price, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Cloth, 12mo, 75pp.: 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
zoral.—XEztraot. 
Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K, WASHBURN. 


PRIOR, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00.. 
$8 Lafayette Place. Now Xork. 


. . 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


Bx Arrsur B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter_I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chav. 
ter HI, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chanter IV, 
Bible History aud Evolution: Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution : Chapter VIT, Miracles In- 
oredible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI. Soul 
and Future and Evolution ; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price$1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is ‘boiled down" with surprising 
Bkil.—[Literery World. — . MAREA 

You turn over his pages with & fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Ínter-Ocean. — . d 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. ` : . 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is & masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
"Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafarotte Pl.. Now York. 
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1890. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh........... . 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ........ sesrereeose 25 
* Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 


ssosossosssoso 


8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. — Marvin....... 50 


12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
14 Land Question. Ch&ces Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh............. 4e Š 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life. Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... 5 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts...... . 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts........ — 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake................ 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... ` 
5 
5 


on 


40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 1 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 

Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 

dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES; 
1 Original Manna for * God's chosen.”....... 5 


8 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers............. 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ................. . 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
oake....... p TET SR . B 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil............. e D 
11 New Life o£ Jacob....... PECORE TE ee 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
serid $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2: 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of ‘Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in farnishing food for thought. We trust it 
wil hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible of Nature, 


OR, THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of ‘The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” “Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,’ “Household Remedies,” “ The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” efo.. etc. 


Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigoroua 
writer on scientific and social subjeots.—[Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Oloth, 12mo, 240pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


George J, Holyoake. 10. 


PIONEER PITH. 


THE Gist or LEOTURES ON RATIONALIGM. 


By Oaer. R. C. ApAms, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub; author o 
Travels in Faith from Tra- . 
dition to Reason,” 
an 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence." 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. ` 

Paper, 12m0, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by PRor. Tuos, H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp., 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth." 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 30 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE: 


BETWEEN 


ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Obaracter, and the 
Influence of Christianity, 


Price, 35 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Best Teachings and Say- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors. 


By G. C. DABLING. 
Paper, - " 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Wuirrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS, 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned vy Scripture. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada, 


By M. E. BirriNGs. 
Price, 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM, 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 
By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By JNo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Maistial sm, 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Wnurrrozp, M.D. 
Price: 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT, 
By W. N. McLaren. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Boripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoox. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 


Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


IT8 RELATIONS TO 
REwiaious PURITANISM AND MONEY-GQETTING. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 200.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
jcal Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 50c.; olo., 75. 


« 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl,, New York. 


EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 


. By Carr. R. C. Apams. 
* One of Nhe cheapest snd best books on the sub- 
ject. 


Paper, 15 sents. . 


Advancements Science 


The Belfast Address. 
By PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti. 
` cles on Prayer. 


Paper, 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
Bu THOMAS PAINE. 
Paper, 8vo, 1*2 pages, £5 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
With EXAMINATION OF THE PnoPHEOIES, pap. 400. 


ALAMONTADA, 


THE GALLEY SLAVE. 


By J. H. D. Z&OHOKEE. 
** A philosophical romance.” 
Paper, 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS, 


His CHARAOTER AND Doorrin. 
Being a chapter from b rd of Religious Be- 
ief. 


By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 8vo, 170pp., 25 cents. 


ee men D 


Answers to Christian Questions 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 146pp., 25 cents. 


AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 
MARIA MONK, 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, £0 cents; cloth, 75. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS, 


By M. Bascocx. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 
better than 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, 


By M. Baxscock. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ROARING LION OW THE TRACK, 


By M. Bascocx. 
Price, 10 cents. 


SUPERSTITION : 


BELIGION OF 


“BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 
By M. Bazoock. 
Price, 15 cents. 


Why Don't God Kill the Devil? 


By M. Bazsooox. 
Price, 25 cents, 


THE CLERGYMAN’S VICTIMS, 
A LIBERAL STORY. By Mrs.J.E. Ball. 
Price, 25 cents. 


JESUS CHRIST: 


; His LIFE, . 
TEACHINGS, and IMPERFECTIONS. 
By W. 8. BELL. : 


Price: 25 cents. 


RESURRECTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In. 
By W. 8. BELL. 


Price; 10 cents. 


FIRST EPISTLE of 
BENNETT, Apostle, to TRUTH SEEKERS, 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, 10 cents. 
GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Price, 8 cents. 


For allcf tho above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO,, 
38 Lafayette P). New York. 


BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEDATE 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B.F UNDERWOOD and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
ge88, Pres. of N. W. Obristian Univ. 


Paper, 188pp., 50 cts.; olo., 80. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price, fy ue P 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


i By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, $ . 10 cents, 


DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist. His Evolution out of 
Oüristianity, By D. M. Bennerr. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worshin Identical— 
1.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
. Great Britaia. 
Price, . . 5 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 


on, PosrTIVIST OALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents ; cloth, 50, 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 


By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp.. €0 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LoNGsHoRE. 
6c., 50». per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Jonn Fiske. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 


By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 cente. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS DFE, 
A Romance of Esrth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By S. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents, 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wm. McDonneE vt. 
B00pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 3Jc.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way BHourp THE Atomni FEAR TO DiE? 


By J. G. HOLYOAKE, 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUOED FROM 
THe PniNOIPLE OF PF'REETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. HorvoAxt. 
Prico, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By Q. J. -30LYOAKE. 
Price, 6 cents. 


GENESIS IE, If: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION, 
By A. R. Grote, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 
BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap., 500.; olo., 75. 


For al] of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nore.—Theso tracts aro especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. Whon sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be dono in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


&ro out of print. 


23 Reply to Sholton's Letter. Bennett... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication, Underwood........ 
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85 Moving tho Ark. Bennett. ................. a 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z.. 
39 Tho True Saint. S, P. Putnam......... 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Raco.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions, E. W. Guild.......*.. 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers........ I 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Deunett.... 
68 Prophocies, — Underwood........,...... Weeds 
62 Tho Jews and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills, Syphers. P 
64 Ills wo Endure—Causc and Cure. Bennett. 5 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 2 
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67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 5 
40 Vicarions Atonement. J.8. Lyon.......... 3 
T1 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 2 
43 Foundations. John Syphers................ 2 
14 Daniel in tho Lion’s Deu. Bennett. 2 
75 An Hour with the Devil, Bennett. . 10 
46 Reply to Y. F. Brown. Bennett... Po 


T7 ThoFearof Death D. M. Bennetts. 5 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 1 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logie of Prayer. C. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B. F. Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. wee 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 2 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine’s Birthday.... 6 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 2 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ....... 
105 Decadence of Christian*ty. Capphro..... 2 


107 The Safe Side.) H. B. Brown......... chive t 
110 Invocation to the Universe. & Bennett... J 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 1 


112 SeusibleSermon. Rev. M.J.Savage.......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett..........0.seccceeee 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 1 
118 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett....... we 2 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... ie 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston.... 3 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.......... . 3 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell........... . 10 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
BOTVCL. .coscescecesecscteeees EE 10 
524 Sinful Saints.  Bennett..... . 15 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann........... 2 


126 Crimes and Cruclties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood...........eeeeeeeeee ———M 1 
130 The Ethies of Religion. Cliffard.. 
234 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. ©. L. Jamos....... 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology 
141 Infidelity. H. W. Beccher.......... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions, Saxon.. 
243 Chang Wau Ho, Wii Perkins.. 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age Of Shams. ...ceccceceeceesssenceeeeeeeeses 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? Whias 
Will You Give Mo Instead. Martin... 10 
160 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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Wakoman.......eeeeseee. id stores sects .. 10 
151 Whatis the Bibic? M. W., H... 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. 5 
255 Co-operation Society's Rodeemoer............ 2 
156 Freo Speech & Free Press. Sholloy.......... 2 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting 5 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman...... we B 
161 Protestant Perscoutions, ........ eee 8 
162 Eighth aud Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett... sese Rasines 10 
164 Biblo Impeached. Cliapinan................ 2 
SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els- 
burg, M.D....... eee É 
9 Evolution: Homogeneous to Hetcroge- 
neous. Underwood................. teense . 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 6 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
X Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D........ $8 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.... 2 


9 The Unscen World. Prof. J; Fisko....... Sa 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 


Lectures. s sssssevresscessciress eee 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 

R. 8. Brigham, M.D.................- e 
18 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 

Modern BSymposium.............. — 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
: THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayetie Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. d : 


Q. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: | 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 
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And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR.HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S “ Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

^ "ni à 
Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELLIS PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

lam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B, Wakeman. : 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itiea very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending " Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McOabe. 

SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
€^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. som 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
p and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is,in the main, a history of à work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is Just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. . 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Becretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discoursss or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAH. 
Extra oloth, 12mo, 288pp.; $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


‘The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


i. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GEEENLEAF 
OMPBON. 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works, 
andinfluence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOK. 

8.8OLAB AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
row suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Ds. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Corz. 

8. EYOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECCLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A.SEIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z., SIDNEY 
BAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELsọxN C. 
PABSHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. Ognapwick. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. 
Hoyt Nionors. 
15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
DOMING CIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
AVAGE, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Stee] engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
tor 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS, 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine oase, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $460; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 Jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50; 15 Jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


Tbe New Model ' Otto Wettstein’’ Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$95. BrsT open-face filled acrew case, $27; hinged, 
$80; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels: 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brillian ts, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape. 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
valne. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. Allbonght 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


By STARE 


— Ribera Meting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The 3ianhbattan Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Leot- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


| Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


mests every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an 
Wood sts.. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience, N.B.—Truth 
Beeker Dublicationsalwayson handatcheap rates. 
= 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
rincess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
ars welcome. 


D RC 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec, 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets oap apandar at 4 :30 aa E AA Nicollet 
78. an astman block, Minneapolis 
Minn. J.F.Macompen,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Hoo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. » G. Smirx, Oor. Beo. 


The Walla Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 

hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—¥ree Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bec. 


.Milwaukee, Wis, Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave.; (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
: Prairie City, Ia., 


Menta evitr Sanday te ie Liberal roading room 
all at 2:80 P m. ‘berals cordi: in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Gor. Bec. i S AE 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Mesta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to ali. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.n. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
musio and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets everv Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, SOD£8, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Bec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Bract Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By 5. K, INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . - 


$1.00, 


9 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy: 
sician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Seud 10 ets. for his *'Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
meu, suffering from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
ns the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses, lt sets forth sn 
External arpiicstion mA 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth mauy timet 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of base atilict- 
ed: 


AN 7 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prafea 
sion, and it is safo to trast him, "= The National Viet. 


Address, 
R. P. FELLOWS, 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N, J. 
First, we know that he i8 a reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless oases that in the olden time his 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—ZThe Better Way, 
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Hews of the Week. 


Tux emperor of Austria has with difficulty 
made peace betiveen the Bohemians aud 
Germans in the province of Bohemia. Dis- 
sensions between tbe three races that compose 
his empire, Slav, German, and Hungarian, 
giv him perpetual trouble. It is to be hoped 
that America will assimilate her breeds better, 
and escape such conflicts. 


Tax hot spell caused 
hundreds of deaths in 
Chicago. 


Tux cholera in Spain 
is being promptly put 
down, thanka to a dis- 
placement of ecclesias- 
tical by scientific reme- 
dies. 


Ar Louisville, Ky., a 
Fourth of July picnic 
party in & wagon were 
struck by & locomotiv, 
and three killed and nine 
badly injured. 


bo 
FREE 


Aone the accidents of 
the Fourth the most con- 
siderable was the man- 
gling of six men by pow- 
der placed in a tree, at 
Tower City, Pa. 


San Fraxorsoo Nation- 
alists wil attempt to 
carry the next election, 
and remove many 
branches of business from 
private to municipal con- 
trol. 


In accordance with the 
wishof Captain Ericsson 
that he be buried in his 
nativ Jand, Sweden, Con. 
gress has detailed & ves- 
sel to convey his bcdy 
across. 


An incendiary fire de- 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Now Schools of Thonght, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- e., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT, 
THETRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


stroyed the large M. E. 


church at Manasquan, 
N. J., on the night of the 
4th, the culprits being 
believed to be members 
who seceded from the 
church and established a 
new one at a8 split a few 
months ago. 


Asovr 2,000 of the Order of Railway Con- 
ductors, being opposed to strikes, hav seceded 
and formed an Independent Order with dec- 
larations against striking. 


AROUND Amite, La., negroes and whites hav 
made small arsenals of their houses, armed 
posses of both colors are going about, and 
several men hav already been slain. 


On the 29th ult. a Missouri Pacific pas- 
senger train was wrecked near Nevada, Mo., 
by rails spreadiug while rounding a curve, 
2 persons being fatally and 27. dangerously 
hurt. 


Tux bill to place Congressional and other 
national elections in charge of federal super- 
visors, has passed the House notwithstand- 
ing Democratic opposition, and will be voted 
on by the Senate soon. 


Tux anniversary of the inauguration of 
Bruno's statue was commemorated by some 
societies by visiting it and depositing a wreath 
of flowers. The brass star that was stolen 
from the permanent bronze wreath was re- 
placed. 


Dr. Wiyptsorst, leader of the Catholic 
faction in the German parliament, makes his 
party's support of the army bill tbat the 
kaiser is anxious to carry, conditional on 
their being granted their own primary 
schools. à 


Cuer Crow ey of the San Francisco police 
says that lack of employment is the main 
cause of prostitution; when the canneries are 
running there there is a large diminution of 
arrests for that offense. He thinks that the 
best remedy for all crime would be some 
scheme affording all opportunity of work. 


mantle. 


New Jersey has enacted 8 law to prevent 
the employment of Pinkerton detectivs to 
quell strikers.. It forbids the sheriff of a 
county, the mayor of a city, or any other 
person authorized by law to appoint special 
deputy sheriffs, special constables, marshals, 
policemen, or other peace officers to appoint 
as such any person who shall not bea citizen 
of the state, and no person shall act as a peace 
officer without having- an appointment in 
writing from & person authorized by law to 
appoint him. 


CanDINAL GisBoNS said in a recent speech 
at Baltimore: '* We must make up our minds 
that poverty in one shape or auother wili 
always exist among us. It is in accordance 
with the economy of divioe providence that 
men should exist ia unequal conditions in 
society for the exercise of benevolent virtues. 
Some are blessed with the good things of this 
world that they might exercise toward their 
less favored brothera the virtues of charity, 
benevolence, and generosity. Others are 
poor that they might practice the-virtues of 
patience and gratitude to their benefactors,” 


3 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. | 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in-! 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo,S85pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
9 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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SAUL INTERVIEWETH SAMUEL'S GHOST. 


1 Sam. xxviii, 14. 


‘ROMES 


A Memoir of Obristian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL RAMBAY WATERS, 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic ig capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Oloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 3 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. : 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
80me and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers: 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD’S WILL 


Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philedelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Chrishan Associa- 

ion. 


By Ri0x. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washbarn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on tho Sabbath ig 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents, 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church, ‘The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill gragshop- 
pores or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake £ crusade of one against the Colorado 
bsetle!” Price, 10 cents, 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, Au old man cometh up; and he is covered up with a 
And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.— 


REASON ROMANISM 


; 


BANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Vorsifled, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘Path of 
Virtue." 
BY E. D. ROOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of thig 
work,—Prot. J. M. Peebles. à 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon, The “Banner of Light,” 
** Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book, 
Extra Oloth, 175 pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


ROW READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ublest and 
best editoriais written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
sream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
2 fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberalshould hav this book 
in his home, It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


BIBLE OF TO-DAY. 
By Joux W. CHADWICK. 
This is a condensed result of the scientific ceriti- 
cisms of the separate books of the Bible. 
Prios, $1.59. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


án Exposition ofthe True Meaning of this Ohar- 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of ' Hebrew Mythol- 
agy” - Paper. 8vo, 25 conta. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwia FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


Gems of Ghonght. 


PnaorursxiNa is lying professionally.— 
Paine. 


Tae priests thereof divine for money.— 
Micah dii, 11. 

Tax church exchanges mistakes for pro- 
visions. faith for food, prayers for pence.— 
Ingersoll. 

Tue reign of supersti- 
tion begins to yield toa 
religion of reason and 
humanity. The first 
forerunners of that relig- 
ion appeared at the end 
of the sixteenth century, 
when the philosophers of 
northern Europe first 
dared to appeal from 
dogma to nature, and 
since that revival of com- 
mon sense the prison 
walls of clerical obscur- 
antism hav been shaken 
by shock after shock, till 
daylight now enters 
through a thousand fis- 
sures.— Prof. Oswald, 


Wno has unlocked the 
gates of the morning ?— 
Sadi, 


I oan but judge things 
by their effects, and 
books by the words they 
contain. Fer the things, 
I see their effecta all over ' 
Christendom; I see a 
holy alliance, clothed in 
the robe of orthosoxy 
and lording it over thc 
rights and reason of man 
For the words, they are 
neither weak nor o 
doubtful import. The 
scriptural penmar, when 
he writes of dccirins and 
mysteries, often writes 
in parables, that we may 
hear, yet not understand ; 
but when 8ubmiseion to 
kings and governors is 
his theme, bis words are 
plain as truth itself. 
There is nothing left to 
conjecture, no eastern 
metaphor to solve, nor 
dark saying to unriddle. 
** Tet every soul be sub- 
ject to the higher pow. 
ers; for there is no power but of God; thc 
powers that be are ordained of God." Igno- 
rance itself cannot misinterpret the command. 
—Robt. Dale Owen. 
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A RULE which forbade all opposition to in- 
jury, would hava tendency to giv a license 
to insult; because some would feel that they 
were bound by it, whilst otbers would despise 
it, and liv in continual depredation on the 
conscientious.— Paley. 


Tzar a gradual transition, passing through 
countless intermediate gradations, exists be- 
tween man and animals, both in mental and 
corporeal characteristics, can only be denied 
by those who insist upon setting their own 
opinion above facts.— Buchner, 


As the most complex organism can be 
traced back to the simple cell, so the pro- 
foundest operations of the mind are the re- 
sult of an unbroken arcent from the first 
instinctiv effort of the lowest animalcule to 
propagate its species or obtain food, and this 
gradual development of mind can be followed 
through all the anima] kingdom up to man, 
the difference between the mental operations 
of man and animals being differences of de- 
gree, not of quality. The ant, the horse, and 
the dog think the same kind of thoughts tbat 
men do, as far as their range of thought ex- 
tends.— Robt. C. Adams. 


TWO OOMPLACENT ONES. 

My actual life is a fact, in view of which I 
hav no occasion to congratulate myself; but 
for my faith and aspiration I hav respect. 
It is from these that I speak. Every man’s 
position is in fact too simple to be described. 
I bay sworn no oath. I hav no designs on 
society or nature or God. Iam simply what 
I am, or I begin to be that. I Mo in the pres- 
ent. J @nly remember the past and anticipate 
the future. Ilove to liv. I love reform bet. 
ter than its modes. I believe some- 
thing and there is nothing else but that. I 
know that I am. I know that another is who 
knows more than J, who takes interest in 
me, whose creature, and yet whose kindred, 
in one sense, I am. I know that the enier- 
prise is worthy. I know that things work 
well I hav heard no bad news.— Thoreau. 


TuE world’s my delight. 
I gaze on the distant, 

I look on the near, 

On moon and on planet, 
On wood and tbe deer: 
The beauty eternal 

In all things I see ; 

And pleased with myself 
All bring pleasvre to me. 
Glad eyes, look around ye 
And gaze, for whate’er 
The sight they encounter, 
It still hath been fair) — @osthe, 
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FRESE PORTRAITS ARE WARRANTED.TO BE AS RELIABLE AS ANY THE CHURCH CAN PRODUCE. . 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Tau arrest of a Kansas City parrot for 
using profane language is as sensible, says 
the San Francisco Freethought, as any arrest 
made for the same offense. To preserve the 
similarity to other cases of the kind the blas- 
phemous bird should get a long term in jail. 
It might also be fined. 

JESUS is the ideal priest. He is Rome’s 
noblest pattern. His rank prejudice, his co- 
lossal conceit, his narrow spirit, his anti- 
human sympathies, all make him the idol of 
Roman Catholicism. He is the man-god of 
the Vatícan. He came not to teach, but to 
'rule—not with love and kindness, but with 
‘sword and condemnation; not to help and 
‘encourage humanity, but to gather it into 
‘his kingdom. —Investigator. 

Toxstor is decidedly of opinion that mar- 
‘riage is not a Christian institution, and calls 
‘our attention to the facts that neither Christ 
‘nor his disciples married, and that the really 
devout Christian looks upon wedlock as a sin, 
and will always avoid it. Just as (giving 
chapter and verse for it), he says, there can 
be no Christian liturgy (Matt. vi, 5-12), nor 
church fathers (Matt. xxiii, 8-10), nor armies, 
law.courts, or states. Christ's kingdom, as 
he himself is so often reported to hav said, is 
not of this world at all; and perhaps, says 
Secular Thought, the sooner it is relegated to 
the world to which it rightfully belongs the 
better it will be for this one. 


Tus Denison Gazetteer thus refers to some 
Texas preachers that go about the country 
playing Moody and Sankey in a sort of cheap 
way: “The gospel firm of Burnett and 


Mulkey hav struck their tent on the circus 
lot and departed for Denton. This combina- 
tion never blows about its box-office receipts 
80 we are unable to state definitly whether 
or not the engagement was satisfactory. If 
the free list was not unusually large, how- 
ever, there can be no doubt as to its complete 
success. As to the merits of the attraction 
the popular verdict conflicts, some stating 
the management put up a good show, and 
othera, that it was queer, very queer indeed.” 
Ir is explained by a writer in the Popular 
Sctence Monthly that there are several causes, 
other than increase in wrong-doing, for the 
rapid growth of our prison population in cer- 
tain parts of our country. One of them lies 
in the transition from an unsettled condition 
to & settled condition on our constantly ad- 
vancing frontier; another is in the change 
from slavery in the South; and a third is in 
the gradual elevation of the standard of hu- 
man conduct, making crimes of actions that 
had been only lawful escapades in earlier 
times. Of course, it ia obvious that in à new 
country there will be a certain amount of 
lawless conduct unpunished at first, before 
sheriffs, courts, and jails are in running order. 
But the rapid increase in the proportion of 
criminals, as the state grows older, does not 
mean more crime; it often means less. The 
evil. doers are arrested and sentenced, and so 
get into our prisons and our census; and 
then we are told that crime ig increasing. 


Juns 2d, Joseph Keeter and Joseph Bar. 
nett, of Indianapolis, were fined by Mayor 
Sullivan for taking photographs on Sunday. 
The former, with costs, paid $19.50 and the 
latter paid $13.25. Both were amateurs en- 
gaged in taking landscapes. George Wilson 


and Ruth Keeter were arrested for the same 
offense, but their cases were continued. 
Laws that make such things possible ought 
to be promptly abolished, comments the 
American Sentinel. We suppose, however, 
that the Indiana Sunday law issimply a ‘‘civil 
regulation" to ‘‘ preserve the health of the 
people” by keeping them from working too 
hard. Sunday is a very peculiar day. It 
would no doubt be all right for the mayor of 
Indianapolis to take his carriage and drive 
on Sunday, or for any number of people to 
devote the day to feasting and visiting, but 
taking photographs of landscapes is not to be 
tolerated. f 


Turre is getting to be in America an un- 
desirable frequency of cases of inquisitorial 
and oppressiv administration. Judge Tuley 
declares in a letter to a Chicago society that 
there the police arrest, on bare suspicion and 
without warrant, persons not found in the 
act of violating the law; that they undertake 
to determin who shall and who shall not meet 
in open public assemblage to discuss political 
or economic questions; that after one hun- 
dred years of liberty in this country a citizer 
can be arrested without warrant, consigned 
to a prison cell for eight days (a recent case 
in connection with a dynamite find at the 
Haymarket monument), and prevented from 
communicating with his friends, denied the 
privilege of consulting with his legal adviser, 
and not even informed of the accusation 
against him; and when in answer to a judi- 
cial mandate, the door of his prison cell is 
opened and the officers of the law required 
to show cause ‘‘ why this violation of the 
citizen’s personal rights,” the chief executiv 
officer of the police can make “ return” to 


him, to this free man’s writ of habeas 
corpus, that he arrested this citizen upon 
the letter of. an unknown party and detained 
the citizen in prison while trying to find such 
unknown party—‘‘a return” the like of > 
which never before disgraced the records of 

a civilized country. 


Says J. D. Shaw in the July Independent 
Pulpit: ** The meeting here [8t Waco, July 
15th] this month will test the working 
strength, the sacrificing zeal, and the moral 
courage of Texas Liberalism. As to Infidel- 
ity—unbelief in the divinity of the Bible— 
it exists everywhere, in every county and 
precinct. Infidels can be numbered by thou- 
sands, men and women, rich and poor, 
learned and unlearned, church members and 
outsiders, but this cannot be said of Liberal- 
ism and Liberals. If we could announce to 
the managers of railways throughout Texas 
that one out of every one hundred of the In- 
fidels in this state are expected to attend that 
meeting, no doubt they would readily extend 
to us the same reduction in rates of travel 
that they generally extend to other large 
gatherings, but this we dare not do. In fact, 
we are perfectly at sea in attempting to make 
any estimate upon the number that will 
attend. It is a sad commentary upon the 
candor and intellectual honesty of our times 
when we are forced to believe that there are 
in fact about ten Infidels—unbelievers—to 
every Christian believer, in this state and 
yet not one out of every one hundred of these 
Infidels isa Liberal. But some one may ack 
right here: ‘Are not all Liberals Infidels ?' 
To this we answer yes; but all Infidels are 
not Liberals, and that is where our chief 
difficulty lies.” 
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repentance. The party is anti-German, hence it hates 
everything that comes from the “ Vaterland,” makes 
a great halloo over everything purely Scandinavian, 
and even wishes to introduce into the schools Norse 
mythology as introductory to the study of Onristian- 
ity. It teaches people to enjoy themselvs and take 
plenty of muscular exercise; hence its nickname, 
“ muscular Christianity.” In the census returns the 
Grundtvigians sro, of course, counted as belonging 
to the state church. 

For the maintenance of the clergy, whose salaries 
range from ten thousand to seven hundred crowns 8 
year, aud for keeping in repair the church buildings 
‘(which always gre repaired by public subscription), 
the government compels every national taxpayer to 
pay a tithe, which is added to his national tax and 
collected as such ; and from paying this tax no one is 
exempted ; hence people belonging to other sects, 
and Freethinkers, hav likewise to contribute their 
mite. The sum thus collected exceeded in 1888 the 
actual church expenses by nesrly one hundred thou- 
sand crowns, and is cfficially turned into the public 
school fund. But actually only a small part of it 
49. GRY i goes that way; the rest is used by the government 

church, an institution which exists yet, and in spite | to defray “ political” expenses—that is, it is used to 

of the constitution of June 5, 1849, which abolishes | bribe with. 

the state church and introduces the Danish People f According to the census returns of 1880 the popu- 

church. — aoa lation cf Danmark was 1969 039 individuals, who 
The king, who, according to the constitution, shall | were divided sceording to their faith as follows: 
. belong to the Evangelic-Lutheran church, is nomi- 


Communications. 


The Religious Condition of Denmark.* 
] Ín the yesr 1026 King Canute the Great under- 
took a pilgrimage to Rome, and on this occasion 
Denmark was in religious aspects officially connected 
with Rome, and henceforward the pope was recog- 
nized as a superior by the Danish crown and chureh. 
Yet it must not be imagined that the great body cf 
the people, or even the nobility, were actual Chris- 
tians. The ancient faith continued to hav its adher- 
ents, secretly it may be, for centuries to come. 
When the Reformation shed its light over Germany, 
& few of its rays reached Denmark, but the advocates 
of the new faith were bitterly persecuted by the 
Catholic clergy, and it was when King Frederick III. 
on the diet of Odense had proclaimed universal tol- 
eration that the Lutheran faith first made visible 
progress. His son, Christian IIL, confiscated the 
property of the Roman church and closed the mon- 
asteries (1536), and was at the diet of Odense, 1539, 
declared the head of the Danish-Lutheran state 


S - ~~ | Lutherans............ 1,951.518| Church of England 125 

nally the head of the state church, the affairs of which Hebrews lissa vectus x 3 946 gend aasia 117 

` are since 1884 governed by a church court, consisting | Baptists............... 8 687 | United Brethren... 60 
of 7 bishops, 1 professor of theology snd 1 of laws. | Roman Catholics.. 2 985 | Presbyterians ...... 21 
Besides these officials the church has 72 archdeaeons | Ref'med churches. 1 863 | Greek Catholics... . 15 
( Eats K Mormons...... ....... 1,722; Swedenborgians.. . 16 
provster) and 959 ministers, and about 3,000 minor Trvingians............ 1,036 | Hohammedans..... 8 
officials. To the support of these holy men the | Methodists. ......... 746 | Religion unknown. 1,007 
nation pays yearly between geven and eight million | Various Christian No positiv religion. 1,074 
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The great preponderance of Lutherans I hav 
‘accounted for already, and it is the opinion of men 
who ought to know that were an honest cezsus taken 
the number would be considerably smiles. 

Of course the clergy does not love ihe exponents 
of Freethought, and it is no uncommon thing to hear 
& minister treat his audience to a sermon describing 
-Infidels as monsters, or tell them how “ hard” these 
‘wicked beings die. But such stories are listened to 
‘with haif an ear only. The audience, most of which 
attends for polisy’s sake only, considers where they 
come from. There has, however, during the last 
few years been a clerical reaction, owing to the fact 
that, thanks to the lying spirit of pulpit and govern- 
ment press, Freethought has been associated with 
‘that scarecrow for most Danes, Socialism. Stili, no 
M religious persecution has taken piace since 
1849. 

There being no organized Freethoughi party, it 
follows that there is no purely Libezal periodical 
publication. Yet every now and then there appear 
in the larger monthlies excellent articies whish dis- 
‘play a strong Antichristian feeling. But it is to be 
-vagretted that the high price of these magazines, and 
‘the fast that the writers always presuppose s very 
‘liberal education cf their readers, practically keep 
| them outside the pecuniary and intellectual raach of 
the greater part of the nation, which therefore seldom 
strives at thet eingeof intellectus! development where 
Freethought is the result of personal acquaintance 
with historical and scientific facts and theological 
fancies and sap positions. Hence the average Dane 
never passes the siage of simple skepticism. 

And the clergy does whatever is in its power to 
keep him in ignorance of the actual state of things. 
It is oniy tem years ago that the university, which 
has the sole right of publishing almanacs, left out 
“year sinos the creation of the world ;” ss soon as 
this omisaion was noted the edition was suppressed 
anG the faculty received a severe reprimand for the 
“audacity” it had displayed. Since then the year 


crowns, : Sect: ... ....e sees. 


„It may be asked why the government, in direct 
violation of the express words of the constitution 
and of public sentiment, siudiously refuses to intro- 
duce the People church. The reasons are princi- 
pally two. The queen of Danmark, a German prin- 
cess, is very religiously inclined and very influential ; 
she considers herself a mother of the Danish people, 
and hence is mush concerned in their future welfare 
—as regards the other life—and she fears, and not 
without reason, that the abolition of the state church 
and thereby of religious teaching in the schools will 
bring about a sad. change, doubly sad, because not 
alone will a large number receive no religious instruc. 
tion whatever, but the loyalty of the nation to her 
husband and own self will be considerably dimin- 
ished, a state of affatrs royalty cannot afford to bring 

‘about. But there is yet another point. The present 
administration which holds the rudder of the state is 
heartily dis.iked by the body of the people, a fact 
plainly seen in the late returns to Folkethinget (house 
of representativs), where nine-tenths of the members 
elected belong to the opposition. 

In keeping up the state church the government 
can at each general election count on four thousand 
solid clericai votes. These votes it might not receive 
were the state church abolished; hence its tenacity 
in keeping this institution alive. 

The strong opposition has, however, compelled 

. the government at different times to accede to the 
demands of the opposition and smend the rigid eon- 
stitution of the old state church. Thus in 1849 
equal civil rights were granted to religious sects out- 
side the state church ; but it was aa late as 1878 that 
the same rights were conceded to Infidels, and then 
chiefly owing to the fact that an Atheist, Edward 

Brandes, M.D., was repeatedly sent by his constitu- 

ents to represent them in Folkethinget. The doctor 
refused to take the oath and to his persistency and 
the loyalty of his constituents the Danish Freethink- 

. ers owe the right of “testifying.” In 1857 compul- 

sory baptism was abolished by law; but note the 
shrewdness of the cierical party. The names of. the | has been in. 

children hay to be enroled in the church books of| Knowing that lessons taught in childhood are not 
their respectiv districts within the year after. birth, |, easily forgotten, the school law provides for religious 
and thus at each census all Freethinkers that do not iteachings in all public sehools and in the lower 
expressly declare themselvs ag such to the census f classes of academies. In the public schools the day's 
officer, and their children, are counted as belonging | work is opened with singing a bymn.or two; then 
to the Evangelie Lutheran church. In 1851 civil] other songs, mostly of patziotic character. And 
marriage was granted, and in 1868 there were estab- | besides the hymn. singing, four hours are set apart 
lished “electing communities;" that is, twenty or | every week for religious instruction. The pupil is in 
more families can form an independent community, | these taught Bible history, catechism, and hymna. 
without leaving the state church, if they can msintain | In academies the same subjects are taught, but no 

a minister. M hymn-siuging is indulged in, and the hours of relig- 

Yet the spirit of dissatisfaction has shown itself | icus study vary according to tie principals taste, 

not alone in the appearance of these “electing com- | but must be at least one hour. 

munities,” but also in the birth of a strong anti-| School attendance being strictly enforced, and the 

church party for the abolition of the union of church | years of school age from five to fourteen, it follows 

and state, and this party is found in the church | that the children of the poorer classes of society im- 

itself. I refer to the Lutheran sect known as Grundt- | bibe superstition for seven succiomeiv years, while 
vigians, named 80 after its founder, the late Bishop | those who attend private sehoois seldom receive 

Grundtvig, who died in 1872. Grundtvig and his | more than three or four years. If the parents do 

followers place the Apostles’ creed before and above | not wish their children to attend religious studies, 
the Bible; think a great deal of baptismal grace, less | their wish is complied with, if they can giv satisfac- 
of continual preaching, nothing at all of exercise of | tory proof ibat the children at home will receive 

“ sufficiently " moral and religious instruction. It is 

to be regretted that but few parei»ts take advantage 


*For the statistics contained in this article the author ig 
indebted to E. L. Larsen, B. Th., librarian at the Great Royal | 


Library, Copenhagen. į Infidels are not looked favorably upon. 


fA TRUTH SHEKER, JULY 19, 1590. k 


When a child reaches the age of fourteen years, it 
ean be confirmed, and this final ceremony of super- 
atition, while not demanded by law, is yet considered 
socially a necessity, the confirmation attestation being 
a card of introduction to the world of business. 

As is to be expected, there exists a great deal cf 
ancient and medieval superstition, among the sgricult- 
ural pert of the population especially. Belief. in 
the existence of ghosts, feiries, nisser, in the healing 
qualities of dead men’s bones, blood of an executed 
criminal, eto. is prevalent, but owing to the excel- 
lent common-schoo] education (natural philosophy is 
taught) it will soon be a thing of the past. . 

Church attendance at Copenhagen is very slim. 
Only few men go, and it is only on grest holy days, 
or when a minister is known to bean excellent speaker, 
of liberal cast, that s chureh is filled. In the rural 
communities the matter is worse, and many churches 
are virtually falling into ruins. Itis in the small 
cities only that church-going is practiced, and hence it 
is iu such places that the clergy are considered “ some- 
body” by almost everybody. At the capital they 
pose as “Jadies’ men” if they are good-looking, but as 
a rule they do nct belong to any certain class of soci- 
ety. “ Why, ovly a minister ?", 

Denmark being a '" Ohristian" country, it bas of 

sourseits Sunday laws. But they are very harmless. 
In the cities outdoor work is prohibited, and all stores 
are closed from 9 a x. io 4 pM, but the back-docrs 
are all open and you can meke ai] the noise you please 
while erecting a new building—if you keep inside; 
drive a nail outside the building and you will re fined 
ten crowns for Sabbath breaking.  Curicrs law! 
After 4 o'clock every place of amusement is open, ex- 
ceps the national museums, that are open between the 
hours of 9 and 4. All theaters are going in the even- 
ing. In every dance. house the merry Dane can 
swing his best girl, and the railroads and excursion 
boats sre running all day long. 
. The Danish Freethinkers can be divided into two 
classes. The one, the moderate class, whose repre- 
eentativis Mr. E. L. Larsen, B. Th., librarian at the 
Great Royal Library, do not wish religion abolished 
but wish it subjected to a revision, which would create 
a philosophy, that allows ample space for religious 
feelings. This class, however, is not very large. 

The members of the other, the radies| class, to 
which most of the scientific and educated belong, are 
either Agnostics, following Herbert Spencer's philos. 
opby, or pure Atbeists. It is to the last sub-division 
that the most eminent of Danish Freethirkers, Mr. 
George Brandes, Dr. Ph., LL.D., belongs. 

Dr. Brandes, who, through his nuwercus writings, 
which hav been translated into all Hauropean !an- 
guages, has achieved a world-wide reputation, was 
born at Copenhsgen Feb. 4 1842 He studied at 
the university of bis nativ city (1859-64), and applied 
himself first to the study of law. later to philosophy 
and esthetics. He passed his examination with bigh- 
est honors, having already (1862) received the univer- 
sity’s great gold medal for an essay on '' Fatalism 
among the Ancients.” The years 1865-72 he passed 
in Sweden, Germany, snd France. Returning from 
his travels, he became private tutor at the university, 
but the opposition against him of the government 
and clergy, brought about chiefly by his work, pub- 
lished in 1868, The Dualism of the Philosophy of 
the Present Time,” and his lectures on '* Great Liter- 
ary Currents of the Nineteenth Century,” made bin: 
leave Denmark and seek a home in Berlin, where at 
the university of that city he filled the chair cf esthet- 
ics. In the year 1882 he returned to Copanhagen, 
his fellow-countrymen having guaranteed him four 

thousand crowns for & term of ten years, with the 
single stipulation thet he should deliver publie lect- 
ures on literature at Copenhsgen. And it is chiefly 
due to him and Mr. E. L. Larsen that our friend Vik- 
tor E. Lennsirand was enabled two years ago to de- 
liver a lecture to a crowded house in the second larg- 
est theater ab Copenhagen, and during the late im- 
prisonment of Lenustrand he used his powerful 
influence among the educated classes in his favrr. 


Gustave NELSON. 
— eo 


A Religions Wail. 

Secretary Fuster, of the National Reform Associa- 
iion, complains: “In 1863 Oongress resolved to 
request President Lincoln to proclaim a fast that 
the nation might seek the favor of God ‘through 
the merits of Jesus Ohrist| But no Congress 
before or since officially recognized Christ. In 
thirty-seven out of forty-two state coustitutions God 
is reeognized—K entueky, Michigan, Oregon, Louis- 
iana, and West Virginia are silent—but no state con- 
Stitution recognizes Christ. No political party ever 
recognized Christ in their national platform. Not 
one of the Thanksgiving proclamations of our presi- 
dents contains ‘the name that is above every name.’ 
The executiv committee of the National Reform 
Association wrote a letter to President Harrison Jast 
Ostober asking him to recognize Ohrist in his forth- 
coming Thanksgiving proclamation. Although he is 
an elder in the Presbyterian church and for years a 
teacher in the Sabbath sehool], the letter was not 


of this law ; but perhaps it is due to the fact that| answered and his proclamation did not contain the 


name of the reigning mediator. If Ohrist be the 


king in this land, where is his honor? The govern- 
ors of our states hav generally followed the example 
of our presidents in omitting the name of Christ 
from their Thanksgiving prociamations. The people 
hav thus been educated away from the Bible doctrin 
that Obrist reigns as king. ‘The Pharaoh in Egypt 
knew not Joseph.’ The people here are the Pha- 
raoh. They know not our New Testament Joseph. 
The National Raform Association is the Moses sent 
to announce the fact that Christ reigns and the 
people must bow to him. The conflict may be bitter 
as thet of Egypt. But Obrist must be owned as 
king. We must bow to him or perish by his hand.” 


OOO to 


Assembly of Progress.—L. S. P. (Liberty, Sei- 
ence, and Progress). 


The Assembly of Progress has been founded to 
supply a long.existing vacancy in society. Among 
all civilized, intelligent aggregations of people, har- 
monious society is most important to the welfare and 
happiness of communities, and, in order to realize 
the greatest degree of happiness in society, it 
is most important that people of similar views on the 
leading vital questions of the age should, as much as 
possible, be united together in social, moral com- 
paota for their own mutual advancement and pros- 
perity. It is clear you cannot unite Catholics and 
Protestants in the same society with that degree of 
social concord which should characterize society 
formed for the mutual benefit and advancement of 
its members, and the same rule applies to the Meth- 
odists and Presbyterians, and to other societies hold- 
ing adverse religious opinions; and particularly is 
this true with Freethinkers and believers in orthcdox 
religions. The Ohristian's feelings are wounded 
whenever the truth of his faith is questioned, while 
the Freethinker will not accept the orthodox faith 
without proof, nor believe the “stories that are told 
of the miracles of old," and this breeds dissension 
aud discord; alas! too often engenders an animosity 
which creates permanent enemies who might other- 
wise hav lived 8s friends. Therefore the segrega- 
tion of these opposing elements is necessary to the 
general welfare of society. 

The Catholie caurch by its thorough organization 
is & great power and wields a wonderful influence on 
society and the body politic; and so it is with the 
Protestant church. It is organized throughout the 
civilized world, and in consequence of its thorough 
organization it is strong, and its power is felt as 
well in politics as in society. "There are also organ- 
ized a large number of social and benevolent secret 
societies, which, as a general rule, are prosperous and 
‘increasing in numbers. But the Liberals, who repre- 
sent a large part of the intelligent ‘portion of man- 
kind, hav practically no organization, and are there- 
fore uasble to exert that influence upon society 
which is their right by reason of their numbers and 
intellectual position. Without organization we are 
without unity of action; without organization our 
power is unknown; without organization we hav 
little knowledge of our numbers, and sre almost 
helpless to advance our cause for truth and freedom. 

There havicg been no general beneficiary organ- 
ization of the Freethinkers, there are now many 
Liberals who are members of soma of the various 
secret beneficiary orders, notwithstanding the offen- 

. aiv religious ceremonies in common use in most of 
the secret orders. The want of society, the im- 
portance of oco-operativ insurance and sick snd 
funeral benefits so common to benevolent orders, 
and the absence of a Liberal organization, hav driven 
them to join these societies however unpleasant 
the religious ceremonies may be. In consideration 
of these facts, and to advance the cause of Free- 
thought, the Assembly of Progress has been organ- 
ized. It provides all the advantages of kindred 
Societies, such as cooperativ insurance, sick and 
funeral benefits with the least possible expense con- 
sistent with a sound financial basis, and presents 
the opportunities to Liberals to perfect & general 
and permanent organization, such as will thoroughly 
organize the Freethinkers throughout the civilized 
world. With a thorough organization, such as can 
be brought about through the Assembly of Progress, 
the Liberais will be in a condition to work, and work 
successfully, for the cause of liberty and truth. 
Their numbers wil] be known, and Liberal literature 
can be generally circulated through the country. 
With thorough organization a system of missionary 
work can be effected among the unfortunate who 
hav never seen the first glimmering rays of true light. 

With the Assembly of Progress organized in every 
town and city in the country, our Liberal lecturers 
will receive an audience and a welcome heretofore 
unknown. The Assembly of Progress is a society 
free from religious ceremonies and therefore free 
from religious wrangles, hatreds, and strife—a society 
wherein Liberal- minded people can assemble together 
in a pleasant and social manner and peacefully discuss 
intellectual and foi nt'fis subjects without the inter- 
fere: ca of an assumid deity, r farr of the encroach- 
ueis of religious ereeda oc faiths. - 

J. M. Voss, Grand Prefect. 
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The Los Augeles Assembly of Progress. 


I hav long been intensely anxious that the Liberals 
should hav a mutual aid society for both sexes that 
would make gure provision for dependent loved ones, 
in which no prayers or mummeries, religious or 
otherwise, would be allowed—a society founded and 
conducted on strictly business principles, affording 
insurance, ab actual eost; paying fair salaries for 
needed work dove, but with no sinecures, fat jobs, or 
division of spoils among managers. f 

Bscauss so fully realizing the great need and ad- 
vantages of such an organization, I am the more 
anxious that no unreliable or fallacious scheme should 
be accepted, for it could only result in distrust, and 
would greatly impede the progress of the genuin. 

By long and careful study and consultation with 
she best actuaries of the United States, I find that 
the actual cost of $2 000 insurance on lives selected 
with ordinary care and precaution, between the ages 
of twenty-one to thirty-fivs, ia $11 per year; from 
thirty-five to forty-five, is $17; from forty-five to 
sixty, is $30. . 

This is not on the “pass your hat” system, but 
combines the mutual coo perativ assessment and the 
old line systems, affording all the security of the old 
line, with all the advantages of the ecópernativ. 

Each policy is issued for $2 222 —1the $222 at the 
death of the member to be paid into thereserve fund 
of the society, and the $2,000 to the heira of the de- 
ceased. 

The death-rate average would be ten to every 
thousand members each year. Every death secures 
$222 to the reserve fund, thus accumulating a reserve 
fund proportionate with the increase cf membership, 
affording security and guarantee of permanency of the 
society. The Assembly of Progress asks fifty cents 
a month dues. This is excessiv, and shows either a 
leck of consideration or too much consideration for 
the officers and managers. What! fifty cents s 
month too much for each member to pay to meet ex 
penses of doing all the business of the society? 
How many members do you expect to obtain? Oh, 
the first year at least seven hundred. We do not 
propose to issue benefit policies until after we get 
that number. No fear but we shall reach over one 
thousand members the first year, say two thousand 
the second year, we shall hav ten thouaand in a very 
few vears! Seven hundred members at $6 per year, 
$4,200 for doing business the first year. But there 


is also 8 $5 membership fee from males nud a $3 one 


from all female members—not less then $3 000 more 
—over $7,000, with the hope of its reaching $10 000, 
fcr doing the business of the society the first year ; 
$20,000 for the second year, and making $100,000 a 
year for doing the business if ever the membership 
reaches ten thousand. 

Batter go slow before joining such a progressiv as- 
sembly. Such “ progress" benefits only the promot- 
ers cf thescheme. Five dollars a week sick benefits to 
all, rich or poor, i8 & delusion to the worthy poor, and 
an incentiv to fraud for the unprincipled, and will 
prove utterly impracticable in asociety extending over 
the whole United States. The only safe sick benefit 
is to supply needy members with amounts suffi. 
cient to secure nursing, medical attendance, eto., and 
necessaries for dependent loved ones. This can best 
be done by loans from the reserva fund of the 
society, secured by pledge of the sick member's aad 
two other members’ policies. 

I do not doubt the honesty and good intent of the 
Los Angeles Assembly of Progress, but their scheme 
is not practical or relisble. I hope, however, that it 
will result in great good, by arousing attention, dis - 
cussion, and iutellizent actiou-on this subjact that 
will eventually giv us a safe, reliable, practical Liberal 
mutual aid society. C. B. RxyNorps. 


——— 9-9 9———— — ——— 
Dr. Severance Heard From. 


Although still unable to attend professional duties 
from the effects of my injuries, I cannot refrain from 
expressing my Opinion of the infamous outrages 
against citizens’ rights in the persons of Moses Har- 
man and E. H. Heywood, unjustly convicted under 
the most arbitrary and vindietiv ruling of the judges. 
who, like Judge Gary in the Anarchists’ trial, rendered 
the verdict in advance of the jury. The names of 
Oarpenter, Foster, and Gary should be held in just 
remembrance as most cruel and tyrannical, tram 
pling the rights guaranteed by the constitution to the 
individual under their feet in their mad fury, with 
the delusiv hope of crushing out ideas from which 
they dissent. 

Poor fools! hav they never read history and 
learned from it that ideas cannot be hanged, or 
thoughts confined in dungeons? Soma of the critics 
of the methods of Harman and Heywood, while pro- 
fessing a comprehension of the meaning of liberty 
and indorsing the principle that “the liberty of the 
individual is only limited by the equal liberty of every 
other one,” in the next breath, like Mr. Savage, as- 
sume to know what should or should not be said or 
written. A liberty which meant the right of another 
to speak or write what I indorse is no liberty at all. 
Any tyrant in the world will grant a man that priv- 


ilaga, himself being the censor. 


T was proud of Mr. Savage's position in the Hey- 
wood letter, but felt disappointed to read the one in 
Tar Teora Seeger in which he stultifios his previ- 
ous noble position. Must I, forsooth, know what 
opinions a wnan expresses or how he expressoa them, 
in-order to maintain his right to do so? Not af all. 
He has aright to express his thought, whatever it 
may be, and in a manner to suit himself; else he has 
nob the right of free speech. 

If he wrongs any individual by sc doing the per: 
son wronged has the right of complaint. Where is 
the person who claims that Harman or Heywood has 
wronged him ? 

But we are told by Mr. Savage and others “we 
must not load down liberty with needless burdens.” 
Who is to judge what is needless unless it be the 
persons writing or spsaking? Who is to act as cen- 
sor—Savage or Comstock? This is alwaya the ory 
of time-serving policy. 

I remember when some of the great men in the 
old Liberal League thought a demand for the repeal 
of these odious laws enacted for the sole purpose of 
persecuting Liberal publishers and crushing their 
papers, was “loading down Liberalism.” They, after 
a severe and long contest, succeeded in unloading, 
and we are now reaping the result. 

Thera is no such thing in reality as blasphemy or 
obscenity. To a bigoted Christian Liberal ideas are 
blasphemous though they be most sacred truths. 
To a sensualist or a Miss Nancy, if you talk of sex 
matters as you would dissuas any other natural 
organic function, they pronounces it obscenity. 

Both of these constructiv crimes are figments of 
diseased brains inherited from an ignorant ancestry. 
When normal brein power dominates, all low thoughts 
connected with sex matters will cease, and the very 
word obscenity will become obsolete, just as will 
the word blasphemy when the right of free speech 
ig recognized by all. 

Bat mark this: The great effort now being made 
fo stop the diseussion of marital iniquities is the 
church’s shrewdest method to maintain her power 
over the people. Onse let the ides obtain that prop- 
erty ownership in woman is a crime, that our mar- 
riage system is one of enslavement of woman, and 
once let a generation be born of free mothers, free 
from sex dominations as weli as in every other 
respeot—and how would the church ba found? Her 
power gone, her pews empty. Aud sks knows it, and 
is fighting agsinst it with all her power, and many 
Liberais, in their ignorance, are helping her. Such 
free born citizens would not brook church domination 
or state denial of natural rights; hence the desperate 
effort to stop the discussion of this great, this under- 
lying principle upon which all reforms are based, 
the question of sex freedom and self-ownership. 
When I see people criticising methods in this great 
fight for liberty, instead of holding up the hands of 
those brave enough to dare the world’s frowns and 
jeers in the hope of helping the human race to a 
better condition, I sometimes feel they are not worth 
the effort, and that thay deserve all the stripes they 
are receiving from church and state. But brave 
souls, inspired with noble thoughis, will speak them, 
aod speak in theirown way. And if the world is not 
yet far enough advanced to defend them in their 
rights so to do, thea must they suffer as in the past. 
But -as Fenelon ssid to Louis XIV, “Woe to 
him who comprehendeth the truth and speaketh it 
not. And woe unto you if you are not worthy of 
learning.” Jutret H. Severance, M.D. 

tO — —————— 


Items of Foreign Christian News. 


Folowing the example set by their English- 
speaking brethren, the German- Evangelical Lutheran 
church at their late convention held at Eisenach, 
Saxony, resolved to revise their creed and to under- 
take a new translation of the German (Luther's) 
Bible. Revisions seem to hav come into fashion 
among our Christian friends. 


How the Christians convert the dusky African can 
be imagined when it is known that during one week 
there was at Madeira, where most, but far from all 
skips going to Africa touch, declared the following 
amount of liquors, representing $5,230,000: 

86 000 barrels of rum. | 33.000 cases of Irish whisky. 
24.000 butts of rum. 30 000 cases of Old Tom. 
800.000 demijohns of rum. 15,000 cases of absinth, 

960 00U cases of gin. 40,000 cases of vermouth. 
30,000 cases of brandy. 

No wonder such individuals as the king of Uganda 
are to be baptized. We suppose the pope, who is to 
be his godfather, has promised his “child” several 
demijohns. : 


Even the German universities are infested with 
the spirit of bigotry. It sppears that the president 
of the now prohibited Freethought society, Hum- 
boidt (Leipzig), has been ejected from the university 
in said city. The expulsion of Mr. Walther May ia 
to last as long as he identifies himself with the 
Leipzig Freethinkers. What next? 
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An Appeal to the Liberal Lecturer. 

_ Dear Feliow-Worker: Ths American Secular 
Union snd yourself sre both working for the same 
eausc—(1) the right to the expression of independ- 
ent thought unhampered by ecclesiastical tyranny ; 
(2) the total separation of church and siate. Each 
of these things is but a different expression of the 
same right, and the success of the one means the 
success Of the other. The American Secular Union 
is, however, devoting its energies especially to the 
second of these things—total separation of church 
and state. Raslizing, as it does, that law is the crys- 
tallized expression of the people’s will, whether hon- 
estly or fraudulently obtsined, and that the God-in- 
the-Constitution party, backed by locsi legislation, 
are to-day powerful enough to infuse into the law of 
the laud their own sectarian and tyrannous ideas, 

the American Secular Union would urge upon your 
consideration the need for solid organization among 
Liberals, and would ask you, a8 a publie worker, to 

- help the national society. We ought to be united 
into one undivided army. It should be as much of 
a discredit for Liberals to stand aloof in cliques and 
not help fight under the standard of the naticnal 
organization, as it would be among our opponents to 
set up an isolated church which should forswear 
allegiance to the sect to which it professes to belong. 
The ecciesiastical party gein on Liberals because 
church people pull together, while Liberals hav been 
hitherto but a rope of sand wherever publie codper- 
ation has been concerned. 

As you are striving to bring about the same thing 
as we, will you not work with us and for us? Will 
you not speak a good word for the national organiza- 
tion to your audiences? Will you not do what you 
can to induce Liberals to enrol themselvs in the 
national army of the American Secular Union, so 
that we may all make a long pull, a strong pull, and 
a pull all together in defense of our freedom from 
church dictation ? 

We do not ask you to giv up ycur independence 
as a lecturer to do this. We should be glad, indeed, 
if you could manage to collect money for us. But, 
if you feel that that would interfere with your own 
income, we will not ask you to do this. We only ask 
that you use the American Secular Union as a back- 
ground for your lectures; that, when you shall hay 
roused your hearers io a sense of their wrongs under 
the present unjust union of church and state, and 

- Shall hav your hearers wrought up to an eager desire 
for action, you will point them to the American Sec- 

. uler Union as the national army in which they should 

enlist, if they would heip destroy the evils which you 

are denouncing. 

Why should you not ccoperate with us in this 
work? 

Such coöperation, if properly managed, would 
mean a gain both to the cause and to you individu- 
. Billy. Think what a solid organization of the majority 
of Liberals in the country would mean. 

1..It would mean cooperation in our attacks upon 
the enemy. When a wrong anywhere in the country 
is to be struck at, it would mean that the whole 
strength of the organization would go into the blows 
—instead of the matter being left, as now, to a help- 
less protest from a few Liberals in the immediate 
vicinity. ` 

2. It would mean a coöperation which would 
“oarry the war into Africa.” The Liberals outnum- 
ber the church party ten to cne, and it is only the 
superior organization of the latter which renders 
them so bold and aggressiv in their onslaughts upon 
our religicus liberties. With equal organization on 
our side, we could soon cause them to feel our influ- 
ence for the right. 

3, It would mean that each lecturer in the country 
` would hav a regular series of appointments mapped 
out for him by the central organization, in addition 
to those which he might make independently, so that 
he could canvass any given section of the country at 
the least possible expense to himself and to the local 
societies before whom he lectures. This would mean 
more dollars in his pocket at the end of the year, as 
well as a more systematic advertising of the cause; 
while, at the same time, if would bring him into 
‘sontact with more people within a given area. Such 
a plan, of course, should not encroach upon the 
right of & lecturer to make his own independent 
engagements. 

Tue tendency of the time is toward consolidation 
and cooperation where work of any magnitude is to 
be undertaken; and if Liberals are to hold their own 
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against their opponents they must be welded into a 
solid organization. To scatter their forces after the 
wasteful methods of guerilla warfare is to weaken 
their effeotivness. Organization, and only organiza- 
tion, will to-day enable Liberalism to successfully 
resist the encroschments of the church upon the 
state. 

The peril to our religious liberties presses fast 
upon us. Comrade, you who are out in the field, 
will you not do all in your power to rally your fel- 
low-soldiers under the one standard of the American 
Secular Union, that we may march forward without 
hindrance to the victory which should be ours? 

R. B. Wesrsroox, President A. S. U. 

F. O. Menoe, Treasurer KC cae ost 

Ina C. Onappoox, Corr. Sec. 
Philadelphia, Pa., July 12, 1890. 


eg es 
Near the Prison Door. 

To tHe Epiror or Tue Teruras Seeker, Sir: As 
evidence of the progressing obsession of “the gov- 
ernment” prosecution in Boston, here is s copy of 
the United States district attorney's brotherly note 


to Lawyer Searle, last week: 
Boston, July 1, 1890. 

BROTHER Szarie: I find that there will be nothing to 
interfere with the disposition of the Heywood case on 
Thursday of this week. I will therefore move, on July 3d, 
at 11 a.m., for sentence of Heywood. Kindly see that he is 
here, and report to Mr. Stetson to-night, if this time is agree- 
able. Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) F. D. ALLEN. 

The obsessing spirit “rises” in its tone, and hence 
the medium, bespeaking authority, is more imperativ 
this week. Here is a copy of the latest manifesto 
from the Comstock-Wanamaker outfit : 

Boston, July 10, 1890. 

G. W. SEARLE, Esg., Boston, Dear Sir: Please call at 
this office the first of the week—say on Monday next—and 
arrange for imposing sentence upon E. H. Hey wood. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) Frank D. Arren, U.S. Dist. Atty. 

So, you see, Comstock’s spirit (Comstock himself 
was dead and damned in the minds of all intelligently 
honest persons years ago), Comstock's medium, 
Judge Carpenter, will probably sentance me tho 16th 
or 17th, next Wednesday or Thursday. I mean no 
disrespect, of course, to the noble word “medium” 
in the above use of it. 

In his own matchless way Colonel Ingersoll shows 
how much more savage ghosts hav been than real 
persons. So I expect severer sentence than if the 
real, human, flesh-and-blood Comstock were to im- 
pose it. 

Twelve years ago they gave us, in regular course 
of law and custom, five months and seven days on 
appeal, and allowed the case to be re-argued before 
two judges. In Mr. Bennetts case, I think three 
months and two judges were allowed. Now Car- 
penter, the most obtuse, unjust, imperious, and un- 
scrupulous judge who has yet sat in these cases, 
shoves sli the motions and exceptions aside, refuses 
to sit with another judge, drags his victim into a 
blind alley, and brains, bludgeons him, alone! But: 
“Tf thou seest the oppression of the poor, and 
violent perverting of judgment and justice in a 
province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is 
higher than the highest regardeth; and there be 
higher than they " (Eccl. v, 8). The hotly serviceable 
mediums of an obscene spirit, Allen and Carpenter, 
will find that “there are higher than they” before 
they get through with this “suppressing” business. 
Wendeli Phillips used to say, “ Antislavery trath 
floats further on the hisses of a mob than on the 
accents of the most eloquent oratory.” Though 
superstitious savagery now riots in judicial ermin, 
the sober sense of the people will assert right, now 
trodden in the mire of debauched authority. Of 
course, physically, they can dispose of me; but, more 
alive after “death” than before, citizen right to 
mental enlightenment, the integrity of the human 
body and the human mind I stand for, will be irre- 
Bistibly vindicated, whatever becomes of the flesh 
and blood of its materially transient exponents. 
Civilization gains in proportion as mind develops, 
becomes able to tell bodies what to do and what not 
to do. That brilliant, heroic, and lifelong exponent 
of Freethought, Elizur Wright, said: “If there is 
any unpardonable sin, it is telling a lie to a woman 
to win her love. We must hav truth in that spot, or 
this world is & hell.” 

For truth between adult sexes, for truth between 
parents and children, Mrs. Heywood and I stand. 
As you noted, the two indicted articles were written 
by women—one of them, “The Woman’s View of 
Tt,” resenting Comstock’s effort to supervise mater- 
nal function by act of Congress, was written by the 
mother of my four children, the woman with whom 
I hav had the honor to share a home twenty-five 
years. It is high time woman’s right to an opinion 
as to the use of her own body by man was respected. 
You hav your opinions, Mr. Editor, I mine, and you 
hav well said thet you will fight for the right of an- 
other to differ from you. 

Though rash frenzy now moves those in power to 
reckless action, there is a day after to-day, and I hav 
not the least doubt that right in me, now fiercely de- 
nied, will ultimately win. Like verbal treason and 


Stearng—in all the past cases strong men stood be- 
tween me and the foss of freedom, order, purity, and 
progress, though now no Republican official bas 
sense and strength to bespeak moderation aad stay 
the hand of violence. Intellectual liberty, for whioh 
you and I liv and serve, will not fail, or the cause 
of popular right anywise go backward. Rather the 
word is Forward, whoever falls in the glorious 
struggle. E. H. Hxvwoop. 
aM 
Ecelesiastical vs. Civil Authority. 


To rae Eprror or Tun Trurs Suerer, Sir. I hav 


| justissued and distributed, mainly in single wrappers, 


and gratuitously, a thousand copies of a discourse 
of mine, entitled, “ Ecclesiastical vs. Civil Authority 
—God in the Federal Constitution, Man and Woman 
Out.” 

It has met with unexpected favor and approval. 
And certainly all the signs of the times indicate the 
fearful need of such a word of warning. 

I now propose to issue a larger, cheaper edition, 
with & few important additions, ai ten cents per 
single copy, thrse copies for a quarter, and fifteen 
for a dollar; sent by mail on receipt of price. 

The discourse treats of three genera! but most iin- 
portant -particulars—the rights and wrongs of 
woman in state, society, and church, the God-in-ihe- 
Constitution conspiracy, and the non-taxation of 
church and other religious property. And suroly 
three more momentous problems ere not now iu 
human agitation, nor thought. 

The free list will not be discontinued, nor ia ii 
intended that money be made by this enterprise, 
while it is also hoped that none will be lost by oven 
the purchasers and readers. And it is further 
earnestly desired by the author of the lecture, that 
none will buy in greater number than can be woll 
and wisely distributed among readers. 

The present prospect is portentous of stupendous, 
but not desirable, events and results. The religious 
activities slone are of such character, variety, and 
power as to render it almost certain that freedom, 
civil or religious, is not to be had and secured 
without another appeal to the sword. And both 
church and pulpit are as ready to die as to kill, or to 
kill as to die, in defense of their God of batties and 
blood—the God they hav devoutly worshiped, with 
human sacrifices sometimes of their enemies, with 
fagot and fire, for more than fifteen hundred years ! 

The tract can be bad, in any quantity, of the 
author at Concord, N. H. 

Faithfully and fervently yours for the true and 
right, at whatever cost, Parker PILLSBURY. 

ero 


Imwortality of Man. 


It isa popular belief that there are certain prin- 
ciples and tenets supposed to be essentials which are 
common to all religions or to the different forms of 
sectarian faith. Among them is that cardinal one 


called the immortality of the soul, or the belief in a 


future life. These essential or primary elements of 
faith probably all hav a philogophic foundation, a 
scientific basis. 

When the human mind first began to grapple with 
metaphysical problems, there could be no unity of 
methods, no equal opportunities among widely 
scattered theorists and investigators, that could lead 
to unity of results in their conclusions. 

Every period of the world’s history accords with 
our own experience in this, that there hav been some 
master minds, some deeper thinkers and investigators, 
who would collect and collate the accumulated knowl- 
edge and speculativ notions of those who hav gone 
before and formulate them into a system of philoso- 
phy that could be vindicated and sustained by the 
facts of experience and by the laws or principles of 
nature. 

These leading minds hav evolved the theories and 
recorded them, and they hav come down to us through 
many generstions, often receiving additions and 
amendaiions or such alterations as the intellectual 
condition or demands of faith seemed to require. 
Different nations with different degrees of intelligence 
would vary the interpretation to adapt it to the 
capacity of those who were to receive it. It is from 
this cause that the ideas of immortality are so varied 
now in different parts of the world. 

None of these popular, empirical theories of ir- 
mortality that sway the minds of the ignorant or un- 
acientific masses can be relied upon as real, since they 
are ali in conflict in some important points, and 
none of them can be verified or demonstrated to 
accord with the known facts of nature or with eom- 
mon experience. 

They are all crude outgrowths of feeble mental 
development and s morbid activity of hope, marvel- 
ousnesB, reverence, and ideality. The visions and 
spectral images, these gross conceptions of a future 
life engendered by the emotions and hopes, no matter 
what shape they take, how beautiful, picturesque, or 
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ecstatic, how blissful or enduring, how gorgeous or 
transcendent they may be painted, are all unreal, and 
hav no foundation in those true principles, on that 
genuin scientific basis of a verifiable or demonstrable 
immortality, discovered and taught by ancient 
philosophers. 

Our vague ideas of the doctrin of the immortality 
of the spirit hav grown out of the crude, undeveloped 
minds of those who hav been entrusted to expound 
and elucidate it. They hav been incapable of under- 
standing a principle, a fact, or a truth, unless it was 
associated with a personality, a living, activ indi- 
vidual, an incarnation and organic structure through 
which it could be exhibited, manifested, and exempli- 
fied. So that the spirit of a man must take and retain 
a form as a separate personal entity to exist in the 
future, otherwise it must become annihilated and 
extinct. This false anthropological conception of 
immorality originated with the savage and lingers 
everywhere in societies whose conditions and oppor- 
tunities hav not yet so advanced as to enable them to 
gresp and comprehend the true views as understood 
and taught by the wisest and greatest teachers of 
the past. 

That the spirit which animates men is immortal is 
a philosophie truth. 

Let that spirit be good or evil, kind or cruel, broad 
and generous or mean and narrow, selfish or benev- 
olent, wise or vindietiv, it never dies out or expe- 
riences annihilation, but is ever activ, being repro- 
duced continually and forever in some human form 
by the laws of life through a transmission of inherit- 
ance and conditions, somewhere in the arena of the 
human family on this habitable globe. 

Every passion and emotion, every attribute, every 
faculty and acquisition, is immortal. Since the hour 
the first man appeared on earth the constituents that 
made him a man hav ever existed; so that his im- 
mortality in the past remains unbroken, and his 
immortality in the future is equally certain. 

Even if he were to become extinct as an organized 
being, the forces that constitute him a man would 
still exist somewhere dormant in nature, maintaining 
their immortality. 

We will not enumerate or deseant on the lessons 
history teaches us of what the past has suffered from 
these gross, animal views of immortality—how 
much these erroneous sentiments hav had to 
do in engenderiug religious strife and wars— 
what hates and revenges hav been cherished and 
gratified by sects, provinces, and kingdoms against 
each other for teaching heresy, in holding and ineul- 
eating unorthodox doctrins about the nature, con- 
ditions, and destiny of the soul or spirit, in a future 
state of existence ! 

Whereas the true views exempt all who hold them 
from the temptation to indulge in the crimes and 
' ernelties that hav always been prompted by the false. 
Errors of opinion on questions involving eternal con- 
sequences hav given rise to the most implacable and 
malignant animosity and the most embittered and 
relentless persecutions. 

The immortality of matter and of the force or 
spirit that pervades, animates, and energizes it, were 
themes that might well employ the minds of the 
great thinkers and the speculativ genius of the past. 
As far as our records introduce us to man’s earliest 
life on the globe, these questions hav engrossed the 
minds of thinkers and the leaders of peoples, They 

will ever furnish topics for speculation and inquiry. 
' The wise and intelligent will always be interested, 
entertained, and improved by their discoveries of the 
harmonies and unities existing everywhere in nature. 
The mysteries that distract the ignorant are contin- 
ually receiving solutions through the researches and 
revelations made by the students who sit as humble 
pupils at the footstool of nature. The very lessons 
that purify and perfect the wise seem to poison and 
pervers the minds of those who do not understand 
them. 

“Fiternal life" and “everlasting life" are other 
forms of expressing the same thought. The ancient 
philosophers inevolving their theories of immortality 
made use of these words or their equivalents in elab- 
orating the idea. The postulate of eternal lifeis but 
the simple statement of what is seemingly an eternal 
truth. These ancient thinkers had no knowledge of 
when life began, when this “in the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth” occurred, and as 
it had continued for unnumbered centuries the next 
rational inference was that it would ever continue 
—that the stream of life in this world would be 
eternal, everlasting. It is the testimony of modern 
scholarship and of biblical students that this is the 
only sense in which the ancient more advanced 
thinkers meant to use it and hav it understood. 

The peculiarities and forms of life, even to the 
visage, temperaments, and aptitudes, are transmitted 
and reproduced for many generations, so that almost 
the personal identity of ancestors is exhibited in 
descendants so distinctly as to suggest the idea and 
the faith not only in a spiritual but of a physical im- 
mortality—of a resurrection of the buried parent in 
the person of his offspring. 

Discussion of these subjects among the old biolo- 
gists might be yery philosophical ond interesting to 


them, but when they passed from the schools to the 
heathen, or to the ignorant, uncultured men of the 
heath, as individuals in isolation, or even in nomadic 
tribes, they were not understood in any scientific 
sense, but took the form of ghosts or sprites, retain- 
ing their personalities and inhabiting an invisible 
world somewhere in space, to be revealed after death. 
In this way the science, the philosophy and facts, of 
the few who were engaged in efforts for the solution 
of the great mysteries and problems of nature were 
converted by the credulous and unreasoning masses 
into a system of startling and awe-inspiring supersti- 
tion. This opened the way and created a demand 
for priests or teachers to entertain and instruct the 
multitude in reference to their conduct here, and its 
connection with their fate when they pasa from this 
earth after death to an upper or a nether world, to 
enjoy or suffer in person that immortality or eternal 
life which their superstitious guides and teachers 
had in their low, sensuous conceptions formed out of 
the entire misunderstanding of the lessons evclved 
from the discoveries and conclusions of sages and 
philosophers. 

The question now presents itself seriously to th 
minds of the enlightened people of this era, which of 
these theories commends itself as the most probable 
and rational to our judgment, our understanding and 
reason? Which does the lesson of all nature most 
confirm and approve? Shall we take the wisdom 
that evolved the most rational thought, or the igno- 
rance and superstition that invented the most irra- 
tional and impossible? Shall we follow the multi- 
tude because they are the more ignorant, leas thought- 
ful and more credulous, yet popular majority, who 
hav gained an ascendency by decrying and resisting 
science and reason as the guides of life, and terrify- 
ing the wesk and unthinking by appeals to their 
marvelousness, their reverence, and their faith? If 
the majority are thus led, shall the minority surrender 
their scientific convictions, yield their assent, and fol- 
low them? ] 

If we take for granted that the theories of the 
credulous multitude are correct and that man does 
exist as a conscious personality in an invisible ethe- 
real world, endowed with the attributes of a sensuous, 
organized being, it is impossible for us to conceive 
how that existence is sustained or what are the con- 
ditions and relations of being with any conceivable 
environment. We know of no form of organized life 
that is not subject to certain structural laws involving 
8 constant waste and process of nutrition, fo replen- 
ish the consumption of material ever accompanying 
the vital action of living beings. To think of an 
individual life without decay and death conflicts with 
all we know and is a proposition that defies the 
powers of the intellect to entertain. To accept it is 
to discredit all we hav ever learned, and to relinquish 
our faith in the stability or reality of the demonstrated 
facts of nature. We must entertain the theory, if it 
is in any sense admissible, as an undemonstrated, 
unverifiable assumption or dogma and never as a 
working hypothesis. If what we call reason is really 
a human faculty, we can hav no use for it in that 
visionary, prospeotiv eternity of the dogmatist. It 
is an endowment evolved from our material environ. 
ment that we may preserve ourselvs from destruction 
by the hostil elements and keep in touch with the 
factors and forces that sustain organic life. 

But in an immortal existence there can be no wear, 
no waste nor decay, no end, no use for thought, for 
reason, for mental or moral effort. It is simply to 
exist without a purpose or a capability, without 
motiv or emotion. 

To be obliged to exist in this torpid, moribund, 
inactiv, purposeless state, and that eternally, is a 
conception revolting to a conscious being, abhorrent 
to reason and humanity. 

Why or for what purpose was such a provision in- 
stituted? Inthe material world of life things exist 
from necessity. The latent forces inherit in matter, 
ever activ and evolving, and by an irresistible pro- 
pulsion are projecting to the surface of the planet all 
that vivifies and beautifies it. This is the cause and 
condition of life. To liv forever without any of the 
conditions, would be a gratuitous burden, a cruelty 
unworthy of human thought, much less a design of 
any infinit wisdom, to whom or which we giv the 
credit in this nether world, of exhibiting to our senses 
causes and effects, law and. order, life and adapta- 
tion, and a field for intellectual exertion, and that 
exertion which constitutes the zest of being. To liv 
forever for no purpose, in eternal uselessness, hiber- 
nating, can hav no attractions, and would ‘be a fate 
one would suppose every living being would be happy 
io escape. 

If we admit the dogmas of this theologic immor- 
tality in any of their variety, and we hold the believers 
to any consistency of faith in it as a universal prin- 
ciple of nature or providence, it must take in all the 
human family on this planet at least, and for all time. 
If there are living on the earth a population of fifteen 
thousand millions, and we estimate the average 
human life the world over at thirty years, then every 
thirty years this vast population is swept from this 
mortal into the immortal life, and we assume this 
change has been in operation for only one thousand 


centuries, the number thus translated exceeds any- 
thing the human mind can conceive. Do they re- 
quire space? Where can it be found? If they exisi 
for any purpose, what is it? Our modern Spirit- 
ualists tell us there is all about us an atmosphere, 
a sea, of these guardian angels in which we breathe 
and move, and the evidence they offer of the faci is 
that they claim to havcommunication with some few 
score, perhaps, of them. But these reputed visitants _ 
giv us no satisfaction in regard to the occupations 
of the numberless millions who fail to report them- 
selva. = 

Yes, here is a problem that apparently defies the 
genius and intellect of mortals and immortals to 
solve. We must infer that nearly all of those who 
entered eternity one hundred thousand years ago, 
and the untold legions of recruits that hav joined 
them since, are hibernating somewhere, awaiting the 
resurrection for some unknown purpose. i 

The army of wiseacres enlisted in this school of 
a theological, personal immortality, though positiv 
and brave in its defense, hav many humiliating and 
insuperable difficulties to encounter. 

While claiming to know that spirits do exist and 
communicate with them, and giv such satisfactory 
tests of their presence, yet they impart litile that 
can be relied on as historical, scientific, or deserip- 
tiv of the ethereal world and its denizens. The 
spirits seem chary in revealing its mysteries and 
purposes, and their messages are meager even to the 
elect; and they apparently take no interest in com- 
mon folk. When an honest, earnest man in pursuit 
of more knowledge goes “In Search of a Spirit,” 
they elude him, exciting a suspicion of something 
wrong and that there is a trick in the trade they in- 
tend to conceal. It looks like a conspiracy between 
them and their earthly allies to keep all in the back- 
ground possible, to save any risk of exposure of 
secrets to crities or curious inquirers, that are re- 
served for the benefit only of the credulous. 

This is a happy arrangement, and has long been 
known snd practiced by theologians successfully to 
win believers. 

They hav found there muss be great latitude and 
liberty taken and many excuses granted them, in dis- 
cussing the things of the invisible world. The spirit 
world is made for believers only. Infidels, doubters, 
and critics hav no claims there. 

They need not hope on leaving the earth to fare 
any better than they hav kere. 

If they are permitted to ocoupy some obser“e eor- 
ner and there remain to atone for their presu i: 72, 
they must accept it as an act of mercy that they 
were even worthy of being recognized as spirits. 

Philadelphia, July, 1890. T. E. LONGSHORE. 


—— — 9-4 ———————— 
Leetures and Meetings. 


W. 8. Bzrr will spend the summer in Oregon and Wash- 
ington lecturing. Mis address is 100 South First street, 
Portland, Ore. 


W. F. JawrEsoN delivered the Fourth of July oration in 
Hampton, Ia., to several thousand people. Sunday evening, 
July 13ih, he was to lecture in New Hartford, Ia.; is 
engaged to giv three lectures in Colesburg, Ia.; will then 
visit Minnesota to lecture and debate; is engaged to deliver 
a course of lectures in Milbank, Dak., and there is talk there 
of a Catholic priest meeting him in debate. His first lectures 
in Minnesota will be given in Byron, Kasson, and Plainview. 
Liberals in that state wishing courses of lectures should 
address him at Des Moines, Ia., as his lecture engagements 
are several weeks in advance. 

8 ————————— 
Religion in School. 
From the New York World. 

Archbishop Ireland, in his address before the National 
Educational Association at St. Paul on Thursday, declared 
that though he is & Catholic prelate he would rather hav 
Protestantism taught in the public schools than to hav no 
religion taught there. P 

The utterance indicates & very Liberal mind, but it is 
founded, a8 too much of the discussion of this subject is, 
upon a total misapprehension of the question. It is not a 
question of Protestantism or Catholicism. It is not in this 
country even a question whether or not the children would 
be the better for religious instruction. It is simply a ques- 
tion of the functions of the state and the rights of men. — 

Ours is a purely secular state, in which men of all relig- 
ions and men of no religion are upon an exactly equal foot- 
ing before the law. It has nothing whatever to do with 
creeds or with religion, except to protect all citizens alike in 
their perfect religious liberty. The public schools are main- 
tained by the secular state for the secular education of the 
children; their religious education is a matter with which 
the state has no business to concern itself. That is a matter 
for parents and pastors. = or 

The state has no more right to teach a religion which is 
held by the great majority of the people than to teach one 
held by only one of all its citizens. It has no right to inter. 
fere with religion at all. 


ot 
Ir you had asked the whole earth, before the time 
of Copernicus, Has the sun risen? has it set to-day ? 
sl] men would hav answered, we are quite certain of 
it. They were certain, and they were in error. 
Witehoraft, divinations, and possessions were for 
along time the most certain things in the world in 
the eyes of society. What an innumerable crowd of 
people who hav seen all these fine things and who 
hav been certain of them! At present this certainty 
is a little shaken.— Voltaire, 
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The Elephant-Under-the-Earth. 
Prof, Pavion Spence in a Chicago Paper. 

The child asks the father what supports tbe earth. 
To avoid an explanation which is beyond the child's 
comprehension, the father tells him that it rests upon 
a great elephant’s back. The child, who is intelligent 
enough tô think that the earth needs a support, at 
once wonders what supports the elephant, and if 
told that it stands upon a terrapin’s back he again 
asks what supports the terrapin, and his mind thus 
follows the trail ad injinitum, never finding any 
final support that does not itself need to be supported 
as much as the very earth with which he began his 
questions. So, even he, child as.he is, comes to the 
conclusion that his father’s explanation is all fudge. 

The foregoing is a very plain case of false philos- 
ophy ; so plain, indeed, that everyone at once rejects 
it as insufficient and inadequate. We hav introduced 
it here because its very simplicity and plainness will 
enable us, by comparison, to see the fallacy of many 
scientific theories and philosophical explanations, 
some of which are now, and hay been in all ages, ac- 

' eepted by learned and wise men without murmur, 
although they are of precisely the same character as 
the theory of the elephant.under-the-earth, and are 
just as absurd and ridiculous. Our books, ancient 
and modern, are full of such foolish inventions of 
men of science and philosophers; they are taught in 
our schools, colleges, and universities; they are 
preached from our pulpits, and they pervade the 
popular mind, cropping out in the columns of our 
magazines and our weekly and daily papers, and in 
the conversation of the learned and the unlearned, 
as matters that are fixed and settled and not to be 
questioned for 8 moment—and woe be to him who 
does question some of them. 

Before we proceed in the application of our illus- 
tration to other theories, so as to make their absurd- 
ity appear as plain as that of the illustration itself, 
let us look more closely at the elephant supporting 
the earth, and see what that supposition involves. 
In other words, let us see what an elephant-under- 
the-earth really is, so that we may ever after know 
him at first sight, no matter how disguised or by 
whom introduced. 

In the theory of the elephant-under-the-earth, we 
find the following elements which are essential, char- 
acteristic, specific: 

Eo is supposed that the earth cannot support 
itself. 

2, The elepbant-under-the-earth is also a suppo- 
nihon, a pure invention, made to supply a supposed 
need. 

3. The sole business of the elephant under-the. 
earth is to do that one thing—to support the earth— 
and there it must stand forever, merely supporting 
the earth, with no other office or function. In other 
words, one thing is supposed to hav been created, or 
to hav happened into being, merely to wait upon 
&uother—to do the work of another, work which 
that other can just as well be supposed to do for 
itself. 

4. If the earth is inadequate to do its own work, 
the elephant-under-the-earth is equally inadequate, 
and so needs a terrapin under it; and the terrapin, 
for the same reason, needs something under it, and 
80 on ad infinitum. 

5. Then. to meet all the requirements of the case, 

“we must do violence to our own reason, and suppose 
the elephant-under-the-earth to be not only big 
enough and strong enough, but in every respect fully 
adequate and adjustable to the work. Of course, 
when a need is to be met by a supposition, it is easy 
enough to suppose a supposition that is fully ade- 
quate and adjustable to all the requirements of the 
case, no matter how unintelligible it may be. There 
-is no use in mincing matters. Suppositions are 
cheap—they cost nothing. 

6. The elephant-under-the-earth is totally unneces- 
sary; for it is just as easy (and itis more economical 
of elements or principles) to suppose that the earth 
can support itself, as it is to suppose that the ele- 
phant can support itself. 

The foregoing being characteristics of the elephant- 
under-the-earth (I mean of the species), then in look- 
ing for the elephants-under-the-earth (individuals of 
the species) we must not look for immense four- 
footed beasts with leathery hides, short, tufted tails, 
ivory tusks, and great muscular trunks; for none of 
these enter into the constitution of the species. Oa 
the other hand, all things that contain the foregoing 
specific characteristics, no matter whether they be 
things visible or invisible, tangible or intangible, 
shaped or shapeless ; no matter for how many cent- 
uries or millenniums they may hav been cherished 
as the very energy of the world, the very soul of 
man, or the very God of the universe; and no mat- 
ter how completely they hav been fused and welded 
as something real, rational, and ever-abiding into our 
mental machinery, and into our language, and into 
the very forms and habits of our thinking, are, 
nevertheless, all equally fictitious, equally unphil- 
osophical, and equally absurd and ridiculous. Sooner 
or later science wili disown them and philosophy 
must ultimately reject them all. Take, for instance, 
the following examples : 


Bodies are known to vary in temperature, being 
now hot, now warm, now cold. To account for this 
varying temperature, it was at one time supposed 
that there exists in nature an imponderable element 
distinct from matter, to which the name caloric was 
given; and that if a body takes into itself some of 
this caloric it becomes warmer than it was; and on 
parting with caloric it becomes colder than it was. 
Caloric has, long since, shared the fate of the ele. 
phant under-the-earth. It has given way to the 
modern theory that water warms itself by the rapid 
vibratory motion of its molecular constituents. And, 
if we test the caloric theory by the six characteristics 
already enumerated, we shall see tbat it is merely an 


| elephant-under-the-earth, and was justly abandoned, 


even if there had been no such reasons as we now 
hay for believing that matter warms and heats itself. 

Again, it is supposed that mere matter is dead ; 
yet we see living things all around us. How is 
that? The prodigal inventor of ultimate elements 
comes forward with his vital principle, and supposes 
that it, under certain circumstances, gets into mat- 
ter and makes it alive. The theory of a vital prin 
ciple is pretty well abandoned in recent times, though 
there are still a few able and learned men who cling 
with tenacity to that ridiculous and unnecessary hy- 
pothesis. If the reader will take the trouble to 
analyze it, he will find that it contains all the specific 
characteristics of the elephant-under-the-earth, and 
as such should be surrendered. 

To the same class belongs the theory of an electric 
fluid, considered as an element distinct from matter. 
The theory will not cover all the facts, and is now 
regarded either as obsolete or not proved; and 
although the term, electric fluid, is still used in 
standard treatises on electricity and magnetism, and 
the passage of electricity along a conductor is spoken 
of as a flow of something, yet such an expression is 
not intended to convey the idea that there is an 
actual flow of an element which is distinct from the 
matter that constitutes the conductor, but is simply 
used as an illustration, a comparison, which will 
enable us to conceive the movements, methods, avd 
formulated laws of electricity and magnetism, for 
which, as yet, there is no satisfactory theory that will 
serve us any better, or as well. The same may be 
said of human or animal magnetism, when spoken of 
as an element distinct from matter. It is an unphil- 
osophical hypothesis. 

Again, it is said that matter can neither feel nor 
think. Yet we know that animals and human beings 
do think and feel. Philosophers were here in a 
quandary again; but only for a little while; for 
nothing is easier than to imagin an immaterial ele- 
ment whose special business is to think and feel ; and 
there is nothing easier than to suppose that it, some- 
how, gets into the bodies of men and animals, 
and does their thinking and feeling for them. 
But this theory of an immaterial element, a think- 
ing principle, a mind, cousidered as something 
different from the element called matter, is evidently 
an elephanit-under-the-earth, having all its specific 
characteristics, as follows : 

1. It is supposed that matter cannot think or feel. 

2. The immaterial element, the mind, as something 
distinct from matter, is a pure invention, made to 
supply a supposed need. 

3. The sole business of that immaterial element is 
to do that thing, to think and feel for matter—to 
wait upon another element called matter—to do its 
work, work which matter ean just as well be sup- 
posed to do for itself. If it be said that no one ever 
perceived matter in the act of thinking or feeling, 
that it is necessarily non-sentient and unthinking, 
and that it is impossible for us to understand how it 
can think or feel, it can be said, with equal truth, 
that no one ever perceived an immaterial element in 
the act cf thinking or feeling; that there is nothing 
in the nature of such an element that necessarily 
makes it a thinking and feeling element, and that it 
is impossible for us to understand how it can think 
or feel. If, therefore, I ask you how your immaterial 
principle really does think and feel, you can only 
answer, I make it do so. How? By my supposi- 
tion. But cannot a supposition do as much for 
matter ? 

4. If we are obliged to suppose that one element, 
matter, can neither think nor feel, we are equally 
obliged to suppose that the other element can do 
neither, and, therefore, needs some other element to 
think and feel for it; and go on, ad infinitum. 

5. But suppositions are cheap; and as one seems 
badly needed here, it is made fully competent and 
duly adjusted to its work, although in doing so the 
inventor is compelled to do violence to his own rea. 
son by supposing that what is invalid in one case is 
perfectly valid in another similar case—that while 
the earth cannot support itself the elephant can. 


6. The immaterial principle is totally unnecessary, - 


for it is just as easy (and it is more economical of 
elements or principles) to suppose that matter can 
think and feel as it is to suppose that aay other 
element ean. . 

In this discussion it is not necessary that we 
should make any attempt to find oui what matter 
really is; nor is it necessary that we should know 


what it is. What we are now aiming at is simply to 
show that, in interpreting that phenomenon of nature, 
it is unnecessary and unphilosophical to multiply 
principles or ultimates; and that even two (matter 
and mind) are as bad as a dozen, because one will 
answer all the purposes required. In the case of 
matter and mind, it is immaterial which one is sup- 
posed to take precedence over the other in their 
joint action. Turn them up side down or right side 
up, and, in either case, one is elephant to the other, 
and is therefore unnecessary. 

I hav no doubt, however, that the ultimate analy- 
sis of what is called matter, will show that it consists 
of the same element as what is called mind; and 
that, therefore, the ultimate constituent of the uni- 
verse of matter and mind is not two but one element, 
call it force, spirit, matter, mind, consciousness, or 
whatever you please. In my “New Theory of Oon- 
sciousness” (See Journal of Speculativ Philosophy, 
July, 1880), by a process of speculativ reasoning I 
found myself driven to the conclusion that the atom 
of matter is an ultimate of consciousness, after hav- 
ing, in the same article, identified force with con- 
sciousness and hence also with matter. And as I 
now look at it, it would not bea difficult undertaking 
to prove the same thing about matter, not by specu- 
lativ reasoning merely, but by an appeal to facts 
which are in the possession of everyone. 

One more example and Iam done. We look out 

upon the vast and wonderful visible and tangible 
phenomena of the universe of matter—its boundless 
sea of stars, some of which seem held by invisible 
bands in the same relativ positions for ages, while 
others revolve in such well-defined, mathematical 
curves and times around our sun, that their exact 
places in the heavens can be predicted with certainty ; 
its crystallizations in mathematical forms around 
mathematically determined axes; its chemical rela- 
tions of atoms that can be definitly expressed in 
numerical formulas ; its curious mioroscopie vegetable 
and animal germs which, though containing nothing 
that bears the slightest resemblance to either an 
aniroal or a vegetable, yet, when placed under suit- 
able conditions, are steadily urged forward through 
a regular series of changes in their outward form 
and their internal structure until, in one case, a lily, 
a fern, or an oak, perhaps, is the final outcome, and, 
in the other, a fly, an elephant, or a man, mind and 
all, is the ultimate result. Now, it is said, how can 
unaided matter do all these things and the ten thou- 
sands of others which are equally as wonderful but 
which are all beyond its capacity? We must look 
to some other element to do them, some other prin- 
ciple that shall take matter as the potter takes the 
clay and mold it into all the various forms which we 
see sround us, at the same time imparting to them 
motion, heat; chemical affinity, life, and mind. We 
must, in imagination, make that principle vast 
enough, strong enough, skillful enough, thoughtful 
enough, wise enough, and in every way competent 
to do all those things. We will call it God, Lord, 
Jehovah, almighty. Nevertheless, call it by all the 
exalted names you please, and endow it with all tbe 
ineffable attributes in the vocabulary of human lan- 
gusge, and mystify and hide it behind the thick and 
impenetrable veil of all the deaf, dumb, blind, and 
impotent infinitudes that the human mind can con- 
jure up, you can never succeed in disguising it beyond 
recognition. It still has all the specific characteris- 
tics of the elephant-under-the-earth, and should be, 
and ultimately will be, rejected by all thoughtful 
men. 
The watchword of science is genesis. The watch- 
word of philosophy is causality. Genesis and caus- 
ality are substantially one and the same thing; the 
different names being simply expressiv-of different 
ways of looking at the universe. Science looks from 
below, through the procedure or genesis of one thing 
from another, up to the final ultimate or element 
from which they hav all proceeded ; while philosophy 
looks down from that ultimate, through its causal 
relations, and thus embraces all things and their 
genetic procedures. Hence, philosophy must begin 
with monism, or a theory of one final ultimate or 
element; and science must, in the end, demonstrate 
the truth of monism; for, in a universe of two or 
more ultimates, there could be neither s universal 
causality nor a universal genesis. Different ultimates 
and their procedures could hav no genesis from each 
other; for by that very genesis, they would cease to 
be different ultimates, and the one from which they 
all proceeded would be the one final ultimate. Nor 
could diffsrent ultimates be causally and efficiently 
related to each other. Therefore, on a ccsmical 
theory of two or more ultimates, there being neither 
genetic nor causal and «efficient relations between 
them, each ultimate and its procedures would con- 
stitute a universe by itself ; and we would thus hav, 
instead of. one universe, as many universes as there 
are ultimates, all independent of, and forever isolated 
from, each other. Hence the endless trouble and 
perplexities which philosophers in all ages hav had 
in their efforts to explain our universe on the sup- 
position that it is composed cf two ultimate constitu- 
ents, matter and mind. The gulf between them has 
never been bridged, and never can be. o 


THE TRUTH Sansar, JOLY 19, 1290. 


455 


———MÓ———  — en cree nanan 
————OO 


difficulty sprang that curiosity of philosophical liter- 
ature, Leibritz's explanation of the relation between 
matter and mind. Admitting, as he did, that matter 
and mind are different ultimates, he was obliged to 
admit that the one could not act upon the other 
Hence he contended that there is no real causal and 
efficient relation between them, but only a seeming 
relation, which he explained by his theory of “ Pre. 
established Harmony,” substantially as follows: I 
make two clocks so exactly alike in their works that 
they shall always keep pace with each other, the 
hands of both always pointing to the same hour and 
minute. The one being perfectly independent of 
and isolated from the other, neither one causes the 
other to register the same time as itself; but they 
register the same time because I preéstablished such 
a harmony between them. In the same way, as 
Leibnitz supposed, God made a universe of matter 
and also a universe of minds, perfectly independent 
of, and isolated from, eaeh other; yet he established 
guch a harmony in their movements that where one 
shows up a certain phenoraenon, the other shows up 
its corresponding phenomenon. Thus, I will my arm 
io move. My will does not move the arm, however; 
because the will and the arm hav no causal and 
efficient relation to each other; but, nevertheless, 
my arm moves simultaneously with my will that ii 
shall move, because my body, in the course of its 
own independent actions, has just reached that point 
where my arm moves simultaneously with the equally 
independent action of my mind which just then wills 
that my arm shall move. 

Berkeley attempted to solve the difficulty now under 
consideration by annihilating ihe external world, the 
world of matter, considered as something separate 
and apart from, and outside of, each individual mind. 
So ingeniously did he do this, that Hume considers 
his arguments “unanswerable, although they con- 
vince nobody.” And, in more recent times, Bain 
declares that “all the ingenuity of & century snd a 
half, has failed to see a way out of the contradictions 
exposed by Berkeley.” But Berkeley simply evades 
the difficulty by ignoring a fact which is a persistent 
part of it, and which, therefore, must be admitted 
and explained by any adequate cosmical theory. 
Berkeley, ae a monist, sdmitted but one ultimate, 
namely, mind ; but he denied the real external exist- 
ence of what is called matter, which everyone kuows 
has a real existence, external to, outside of, and dif- 
ferent from, every individual mind and all its sensa- 
tions or other states of consciousness. We know 
this by an actus! demonstration, as valid as an intui- 
tion, as I hav explained in my “Facts about Exter- 
nal Perception," published in the Journal of Specu- 
lativ Philosophy, Ootober 1885. The question here 
is, not what those things calied matter are made of ; 
for, as we hav already ssev, moniem is the only 
philosophical cosmical theory ; and, on any monistic 
theory, matter must be made of the same stuff that 
mind is made of, call that stuff spirit, force, mind, 
consciousness, matter, or what not. But the ques. 
tion to each individual now is, whether the things 
which he perceives around him, and which are called 
matter, are outside of his own mind and hav a per- 
manent existence outside of his own mind and of all 
other minds, so that they abide when stripped of those 
sensations in his own mind which are related to them ; 
—and still endure when he is asleep or unconscious, 
so that when he awakens or comes to consciousness, 
he may again perceive those very same outside 
things. Berkeley answers this question in the 
negativ, and thus annihilates the external world, 
ignoring the very first lesson which nature demon- 
strated to him, as to Hume and to everyone else, so 
irresistibly, that (as Hume was honest enough to 
admit) it dominates and controla the skeptic even 
while he is repudiating it. Berkeley even gGóes so 
far as to assert that it is impossible to conceive of 
an external object, such as a house or a tree, exist- 
ing independent of and outside of all minds what- 
soever. Now, to each individual, external objects 
are obj.cts which now exist, but are not in his 
consciousness. Such objects can never be got into 
his consciousness, and can never be known to him 
by intuition, but only by demonstration. But 
according to Berkeley's principles, what are called 
external objects are, to each individual, objects 
which seem external although they are really in his 
consciousness. Such objects do not exist at all 
when not in his consciousness (for they are simply 
his sensations, which, of course, are his own and 
nobody else's ; nor can anybody else’s be, or become, 
his), and can never be known to him by demonstra- 
tion, but only by intuition. 

Berkeley's external world is, to each individual, 
only & seeming, fictitious external world, all of 
whose constituents are really internal, in conscious. 
ness, subjectiv. And the same is true of Kant’s ex- 
ternal world; it is subjectiv, internal, and is only 
seemingly, fictitiously external. With both of these 
philosophers, the conversion of the really internal 
things into seemingly external things, is brought 
about by a kind of hocus-poeus—divine hocus-pocus 
with Berkeley, and the hocus-poous of categories 
with Kant—for nothing but actual hocus-pocus (a 
trick which “no fellow can find ont,” and which it 


was never intended that any fellow should find out) 
can ever convert the internal, the subjectiv, into the 
external, the objectiv; nor even into a seeming 
external, unless there bea real perceived externe! 
object to aid in the work as a foundation of the whole 
process. The very idea of externality, or of seeming 
externality, could never hav been suspected, conceived 
of, dreamed of, or in any way got into our heads, 
without a real external object to develop that idea 
in our minds, not by intuition (for it ean never come 
to us in that way) but by demonstration. But a 
further discussion of this subject would require that 
I should enter more fully than would be justifiable 
here, upon a consideration of external perception, a 
mental process of which Berkeley had not the faintest 
idea, and Kant only the most bewildering, lumber- 
ing, and confused one. 
—— — 9-34 9———————— 


Before and After. 


It is claimed by some that during the second and 
third century numbers of Christians were subjected 
to persecution and prosecution by those who differed 
with them on the subject of religion. And Wm. Pa- 
ley urges that “there is satisfactory evidence that 
many, professing to be original witnesses of the 
Christian miracles, passed their lives in labors, dan- 
gers, and sufferings in consequence of their 
belief in those accounts!” How far these claims are 
true must be left to the student, who will soon discover 
that these “original witnesses "are few in number. 

During the second and third centuries, the church 
of Christ, a patchwork of older materials, appears to 
hav grown in power and influence, and commanded 
the services of many writers well qualified to cham- 
pion their faith against those who it is alleged sub- 
jecied them to “labors, dangers, and sufferings.” 

Prominent among these champions of the faith are 
the namesof Justin Martyr and Tertullian. Justin 
Martyr about the year 147 addressed his First Apol- 
ogy to the emperor, senate, and people of Rome. Jus- 
tin, like other early apologists for Christianity, wrote 
principally against per:ecution and pleaded for tole- 
ration. He says: 

“T ask you, what is the proof of a man’s guilt? 
Isit his name or his actions? A man is accused of 
being a Christian ; he denies that he is one; you imme- 
diately set bim at liberty, you hav no fault to find 
with him. Another, on being accused, makes an open 
and honest declaration of his faith: you immediately 
condemn him. In fact, we sre only proscribed for 
our name. Is it not rather the actions and life of 
these men that ought to be inquired into?” 

The Apology of Tertullian was written two or three 
years before the year 200. He demonstrates the in- 
justice of persecution for religion’s sake, and pleads 
with considerable force for religious toleration. : In 
his address to the proeonsul Scapula he pleads for 
real freedom. “It ought," he says, “to be left to the 
free chcice of men to embrace that religion which 
seems to them most agreeable totruth. Noone is 
injured or benefited by another man’s religion ; it is 
not an act of religion to force religion, which ought 
to be adopted spontaneously, and not by compulsion.” 

In the year 324, Constantine, the first Christian 
emperor, attained undisputed and sole authority. A 
change took place. All arguments in favor of per- 
fect freedom and religious toleration, which are found 
in all the early spologies, disappear entirely from 
Christian writings when Constantine ascerded the 
throne of the Cæsars. “In the fourth century mul- 
titudes were drawn into a profession of Christianity, 
not by the power of conviction and arguments, but 
by the prospect of gain and the fear of punishment.” 

For the first time Obristians saw, in Constantine, 
a co-believer on the throne. And during his reign 
“the church grew swiftly in power and influence, a 
growth much aided by the penal laws passed against 
paganism. The moment Christianity was able to 
seize the sword, it wielded it remorselessly, and cut 
its way to supremacy in the Roman world. Bribes 
and penalties shared togecher in the work of conver- 
Bion." 

Before Christianity became a power it could plead 
for freedom and toleration ; after it became a power 
its pleadings were forgotten. Was it not a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing ? Rosr. J. Murray. 

Nottingham, Eng. - 
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The Number Seven. 
From the London Globe. 

Pythagoras, who lived before the days of Seven 
Dials, pronounced the number to belong especially 
to sacred things ; and we find Hippocrates, four and 
a half centuries before our era, dividing the sges of 
man into seven, an arrangement afterward adopted 
by Shakspere. But long before this the Egyptian 
priests enjoined rest on the seventh day, because 
they said it was an unlucky day, a dies infausius, 
though there is little doubt that this ancient institu- 
tion ot a Sabbath was primarily derived from the 
Chaldeans. 

There were seven planets in Egyptian astronomy, 
and hence the seven days of the week, each ruled by 
and named after its proper constellation. The 
ancient Peruvians had a tradition of the deluge from | 


which seven persons saved themselvs in a cave and 
repeopled the earth, and the old inhabitants of Mex- 
ico similarly traced their descent from a like number 
of persons, each cf whom was hidden in a separate 
cave during the inundation of water. How this pe- 
culiar use of the number spread from the Old to the 
New World it is impossible to say, hopeless to con- 
jecture. Maybe its marvelously frequent employ- 
ment is a trait of character common to man. 

At any rate there are seven holes in a man’s head— 
two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, and a mouth—and 
formerly he was supposed to possess seven pairs of 
nerves. it is noticeable, and certainly singular, that 
the ancient people of Peru were found to be employ- 
ing a seven-day week without planetary names for 
those divisions of time. The ancient Jews consid- 
ered this number the embodiment of perfection and 
unity; thus they say the Hebrew letters composing 
Samuel hav the value of seven, this name having 
been given to him because of the greatness and per- 
fection of his character. 

Undoubtedly seven is the sacred number. There 
are seven days of creation; after seven days’ respit 
the flood came; the years of famin and plenty were 
in cycles of seven ; every seventh day was a Sabbath ; 
every seventh year the Sabbath of resi; after every 
seven times seven years came the jubilee; the feasts 
of unleavened bread and of tabernacles were observed 
seven days; the golden candlestick had seven 
branches; seven priests with seven trumpets sur- 
rounded Jericho seven times and seven times on the 
seventh day ; Jacob obtained his wives by servitudes 
of seven years; Samson kept his nuptials seven days, 
and on the seventh day he put a riddle to his wife, 
and he was bound with seven green withes, and 
seven locks of his hair were shaved off; Nebuchad- 
nezzar was seven years a beast; Shadrach snd his 
two companions in misfortune were cast into a fur- 
nace heated one seven times more than it was wont. 

In the New Testament nearly everything occurs 
by sevens, and at the end of the sacred volume we 
read of seven churches, seven candlesticks, seven 
spirits, seven trumpets, seven seals, seven stars, 
seven thunders, seven vials, seven plagues, seven 
angels, and a.seven-headed monster. Such are 
merely a few instances of the sacred use of the 
number, whose employment in this connection seems 
common to all nations and all religions. 

Not very long ago in England the seventh son of 
& seventh son was reputed to possess singular powers 
of healing. The sleepers of Ephesus are seven; 
Barbsrossa changes his position during his long 
sleep once every seven years; Olger Dansk stamps 
his iron mace on the floor once during the same 
period; Olger Redbeard’s sleep is so sound in 
Sweden that his eyelids lift only once in seven years ; 
Tannhauser, while riding on his way to the Wart- 
burg, sees Venus before him in all her loveliness, and 
getting off his horse, follows her to a cave in the 
mountains, where he spends seven years in enthrall- 
ment. Similarly, in Scotland, Thomas of Ercildoune 
meets a beautiful lady of the elfin race, who leads 
him underground, where he remains with her for 


seven years. 
————— 9 4-——— — —- 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 

Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of 
Moralists, at Hannibal, Mo., for June, 1890. 
SEORETARY'S REPORT. 

During the month twenty-one membership certificates 
were issued, making a total enrollment of one thousand and 
sixtv.four members. The new members are: From Texas, 
8: Minnesota, 5; Michigan, 2; Kansas, 2; New York, 2; 
Missouri, 1; Ohio, 1. F. H. Rav, Secretary. 

TREASUREE'8 REPORT. 


Balance from May report......cccossecssssecscesersscesrsoree $10 70 
Thos. Wilbur, Michigan............c cerent 50 
W. A. Aisenman, Michigan............eeeeeee 25 
Dr. F. Robertson, Ohio.............. eene ener i 00 
For constitutions.......... eese eene eene nnna nennen rente 20 
$12 65 

Mailing constitutions., .........«. eee ene 2 85 

Balance ......... 4. ee eee aene nennen eaten thun 9 80 


A. R. Ayexs, Treasurer. 
— — 94-99 ———— ——— 

Ler us see if the methods of the Rationalist will 
compare with those of the Christian. The cross of 
Christ is the great remedy of the Obristien. If a 
man is evil, he is taught that, by an emotional consid- 
eration of the death of Jesus, a supernatural change 
is wrought upon his nature, which will enable him to 
be good henceforth. This effect is often produced, 
and in many cases is lasting; but more often, when 
the emotion has subsided, evil practices are resumed. 
Under the stimulus of the love of Christ, men re- 
solve to reform their lives ; but feeling declines, and 
temptations conquer. Has the Rationalist a better 
method of reform? He believes that reason is a more 
lasting influence than emotion ; that the prospect of 
present benefit is more potent than the hope of future 
reward; that, as material progress is gained by the 
study of nature, so moral and mental advance is to 
come by the study of man’s history and habits, and 
by observation cf nature’s methods of development. 
He sees that evil arises from ignorance of natural 
law, or from non-conformity to its teachings,—&. C. 
Adams. 
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Not Convincing Arguments. 


In an anniversary address at Sturgis, Mich., under 
the title of “The Relation of Spiritualism to Chris- 
tianity,” a Spiritualist orator recently said, among 
other things: 


“Spiritualism proffers the key that unlocks the mysteries 
of the ages. It constituted the foundation-stones of all the 
ancient faiths. It was the mighty uplifting force that gave 
to the world its inspired teachers and immortalleaders. The 
spiritual is the real. God is spirit. 

** Pythagoras, the famous Samian, taught that angels and 
spirits exercised a guardian care over mortals. Socrates 
had hís ever-attending spirit helper to whom he, listened. 
The apostles healed the sick, saw visions, and witnessed 
transfiguration. Constantine saw a flaming cross in the 
heavens with the ominous words, ‘In this sign shalt thou 
conquer.’ Joan of Arc saw visions and conversed with 
risen saints. Torquato Tasso frequently heard the voices of 
spiritual beings. Antony, of Egypt, met angels by the way- 
side and had holy visions. St. Francis of Assisi put down 
demons and talked with angels. George Fox, the Quaker, 
was entranced and had the spiritual gift of healing. The 
Wesleys heard spiritual sounds and mysterious noises in 
their home when at prayer. Baron Swedenborg conversed 
with spirits and angels during twenty-seven years óf his 
eventful life. Savonarola, Bruno, Boehman, and Roger 
Bacon were Spiritualists, inspired and possessed of medium- 
istic powers. John Bunyan and Richard Baxter were Spir- 
itualists. Just before Baxter’s death he published his 
work, ‘ The Certainty of the World of Spirits Fully Evinced 

: by Unquestionable Histories. Dr. Adam Clark declared his 
belief that there was a ‘spiritual world in which human 
spirits, both good and bad, lived,’ and that ‘these spirits 
hav intercourse with this world and become visible to mor- 
tals? The French president, Thiers, said: ‘Iam a Spirit- 
ualist, an impassioned one, and I am anxious, I repeat, to 
confound Materialism in the name of science and good 
sense.’ Sefior Castelar, professor of history in a Spanish 

university, is a Spiritualist. ‘I believe,’ said he, ‘that I 
commune with beloved ones lost to my sight during this 
my troubled earthly life? M. Camille Flammarion, the 
French astronomer, is an avowed Spiritualist. John Bright, 
the British statesman, said to me in his own mansion, in 

' presence of Mr. Bailey, a poet of some note, that he ‘had 
witnessed marvelous manifestations with D. D. Home and 
others that he could account for only upon the hypothesis 
that the agencies were spirits Ex.Premier Gladstone, who 
has investigated the spiritual phenomena, said: ‘I know of 
no rule which forbids a Christian to examin into the signs of 
preternatural agency in the system called Spiritualism.’ 
While lecturing several months in London upon Spiritualism 
and cognate subjects, I had no more patient listeners than 
A. R. Wallace, the naturalist, and C. F. Varley, the electri- 
cian. Memories of the past remind me that in other lands I 
sat in séances with Victor Hugo; H. R.H., the prince of 
Solms; William Crooks, F. R. 8; Leon Favre, consul. 
general of France, and other eminent statesmen, scientists, 
savans—all Spiritualists! What a chain of testimonies 


[| 
Stretching in golden links adown the ages! My thought 


this hour is fully expressed in the clear-ringing language of 
that eminent English naturalist and scientist, Alfred Russel 
V allace, F. G. S.: ‘My position, therefore, says he, ‘is 
that the phenomena of Spritualism in their entirety do not 
require further confirmation. They are proved quite as well 
as any facts are proved in other sciences.’ 

** The consensus of opinion through the enlightened world 
to-day admits, no doubt, the verities of Spiritualism. The 
battle, however, is not yet fully fought. Farfromit. There 
is commotion and mental warfare in the very air. And the 
great moral and religious battle-ground in the future will be, 
not between Spiritualism and Christianity, but between 
Spiritualism and Materialism. The bitterest and most mer- 
ciless opponents to-day of Spiritualism are such prejudiced 
scientists as Haeckel, Lancaster,and Huxley. And the Pay- 
chical Research investigators are not much better. Their 
gpseudo.methods lead to Sadduceeism, Agnosticism, and bald 
Materialism.” 

We make this long extract to point & moral It 
contains all the material of the fallacious kind of 
argument—the authoritativ “I said it;” assumptions 
without support; the great-men-believed-it, there- 
fore it’s true argument ; unreasoning denunciation of 
opponents, and all the other oratorical tricks which 
catch the ear but fall flat to the ground before the 
logical reasoner. - 

“The spiritual is the real ; 
right, if true; but what is spirit? How can we get 
hold of it and know of its existence? If we go toa 
materializing séance, which is the only proof of the 
assumption of spiritual existence that Spiritualism 
offers us, we find that we can know nothing of spirit 
except through matter—that spirit must put on 
matter to communicate with us to be real. Isn't the 
dictum, then, that the spiritual is the real a little 
premature? Similarly, how do we know that God is 
spirit? All the spirits that Spiritualism shows us 
are spirits of men and women; God never material- 
ized. So, what proof hav we that God is spirit, 
admitting that there are spirits? The real to us is 
what we cognize through our senses; we know of 
no consciousness without material organization, and 
the Berkeleyans stumble against a stone wall in the 
fact that a man exists, endowed with life, before he 
is conscious of it. Therefore consciousness, which is 
our orator’s “spirit,” must follow and not precede 
organization, going to show that it is the organiza- 
tion, the material, which is the real, and not the 
knowledge of the organization. And to pronounce 
spirit to he God is simple theological claptrap, for 
which there never was, and, in the nature of things, 
never can be any tangible evidence. 

To quote a long list of eminent people who “saw 
visions” and believed certain things is no proof 
whatever of anything. The race has always been 
full of superstition and imagined thousands of things 
that never existed. Luther saw the devil, he said, 
but who believes him? Olement of Rome believed 
that the phenix renewed its life every five hundred 
years, and Origen defended the belief. Tertullian 
believed the same. Tho fellow who wrote the epistle 
of Barnabas believed that the hyena changes iis sex 
every year; that a hare had as many young as it was 
years old, and that a weasel conceived with its 
mouth. Among some of the eastern barbarians it is 
believed to this day that mothers sometimes giv 
birth to children through the mouth. Justin Mar- 
tyr believed in demons, and said they were the 
offspring of angels who loved the daughters of men. 
Clement of Alexandria said that plagues and hail 
storms were caused by demons. Origen believed 
the sun, moon, and stars to be alive and occasionally 
inclined to sin. The Christian fathers said that to 
deny the existence of Jncudi and Dusit was an 
impertinence, so much trustworthy evidence of their 
existence was there. Thousands of persons testified 
that two excommunicated nuns buried in the earthen 
floor of a church used to arise and go out of church 
till the mass was over, when they returned. As for 
the belief in witches, it was universal; all the great 
Christians believed in them. Why not quote them 
to prove that women really did ride through the air 
on broomaticks, make cows giv bloody milk, and 
cause people to fall sick? Surely Olement and 
Origen and Tertullian were as eminent and as 
worthy of belief as Antony of Egypt and St. Francis 
of Assisi. 

Because men Pelieve a thing is no proof whatever 
that it is true. Pythagoras believed in the transmi- 
gration of souls. Is metempsychosis a scientifically 
established fact because he believed it ? 

Such arguments are ridiculous! 

Spiritualism's worst enemies to-day are not the 


God is spirit.” All 


scientists nor the Materialists, but Spiritualists 
themselvs who make their cause absurd by their 
superstitious credulity and foolish talk, and Chris- 
tians who persecute them because Spiritualism is a 
rival religion. If Spiritualism is a fact, no scientist 
will deny it when it is so shown. But it cannot be 
so shown by talk, by theorizing, nor by quoting 
the belief of dead and gone ignorance. It must be 
shown by facts which all can see. Spiritualists, and 
especially the priests of the faith, the mediums, must 
remember, as Da Vinci long ago proclaimed, the 
fundamental principle that experiment and observa- 
tion are the only reliable foundations of reasoning in 
science, that experiment is the only trustworthy in- 
terpreter of nature, and is essential to the ascertain- 
ment of laws. It won’t do to abuse those who, 
honestly seeking those facts, find chicanery and 
jugglery instead of intelligence from another world. 
Spiritualism should be open and gentle; it can 
not afford to be arrogant and intolerant. Let 
it show the world that it has the truth and is 
not simply another phase of theological and 
superstitious tyranny over ignorant and credulous 
mortals. Everybody hopes for immortality—so 
colossal is the conceit of the race-—and Spiritualism, 
to win the world, has only to show to men that this 
will be realized. 


St. Anthony Again. 


Brick Pomeroy's Advance Thought reveals an- 
other instance of the moral turpitude and reckless 
work of Anthony Comstock. A Mrs. Read in Brook- 
lyn, after a heated quarrel with her neighbor, com- 
plained to the secretary of the Vice Society that she 
had received through the United States mail a vile 
postal card, and that in her opinion the writer was a 
little twelve-years-old girl, Josie Springer, child of a 
family she had taken offense at. United States Dis- 
trict Attorney John Oakly looked into the case, was 
satisfied the child was innocent, and refused to apply 
the machinery of the law to break down the life of a 
mere obild. 

Then went Anthony Comstock before Judge 
Tighe’s court, in Brooklyn, who, simply besause 
Anthony Comstock presented the complaint, listened 
to it. At the trial, no one coming to admit writing 
the postal card, Comstock, as an * expert,” swore that 
the writing was done by the child defendant. The 
child denied ever having written or thought of writ- 
ing to Mrs. Raad, theretore, in the opinion of Oom- 
stock, concurred in by Judge Tighe because Comstock 
had so expressed himself, Josie Springer was ad- 
judged guilty of defying the laws and insulting sixty— 
five millions of people, torn from her home, and or- 
dered imprisoned for one year! 

“For this great wrong to a child,” says the indig- 
nant Brick, “ Mrs. Read will yet suffer months cf sor- 
row. Oomstock may not suffer, as cruel, cold, sel- 
fish, mercenary natures like his are not born to suf- 
fer 80 much as to call attention to what results from 
clothing a hog with power and converting its heart 
into a cake of soap. The cities of New York and 
Brooklyn are full of men who defy law and Authony 
Comstock. He dares not proceed against them, but 
to win applause from those who cheer without exam. 
ination, singles out a child against whom before nor 
since has a word been spoken, and to secure the smiles 
of Mrs. Read,is guiltyof a violation of innocence. 
We trust that every little girl in this country will look 
upon Anthony Oomstock and upon Judge Tighe as 
contemptible men, each unfit to occupy the station 
he holds. If there is not a hell for those who abuse 
the power intrusted to them, there ought to be.” 

But Comstock is a Christian who has been saved 
by the blood of the lamb, and would not go to hell if 
there were such a place! 


Se 
Representativ Christians. 

It is a fact not at all peculiar that the two firms 
chiefly interested in the reproduction of the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, which the press of the country hav 
united in calling a theft, are both presided over 
by notoriously pious men—Rev. Dr. Funk and 
Sunday-school Superintendent Wanamaker. Dr. 
Funk printed the books and Wanamaker sold them, 
and both defended their action until public clamor 
grew s9 loud that Dr. Funk announced that no more 
orders would be received for the books. The Water- 
bury American says of the transaction: 

“The Rev. Dr. Funk has given in. His firm (Funk & 
Wagnalls) is one of the firms which bav been stealing 8. 
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million dollars’ worth of property belonging to the Messrs. 
Black of Edinburgh—in other words, the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, which the Messrs. Black publish, and to bring 
out which has cost them an expenditure of $1,000,000. 
Their looting of this valuable literary venture called forth 
severe strictures in the press, especially as Dr. Funk is as 
prominent religiously in Prohibition circles as is Mr. Wana- 
maker, his fellow-pirate, in Republican circles. Under fire, 
apparently—for the Messrs. Black cabled that they had 
received no proposition for remuneration previous to the 
general press censire—Dr. Funk made remittance to them 
of partof the plunder. This tender the Messrs. Black re- 
jected as soon as made. Next it was discovered that the 
pirated edition contained valuable articles and maps written 
by Americans and copyrighted in this country, but also sold 
to the Messrs. Black for publication in their Cyclopedia. 
The Scribners, who held the American copyright, imme- 
diately sued Dr. Funk’s firm for taking their property, and 
Judge Shipman of the United States court decided for the 
Scribners. At first Dr. Funk talked of fighting the decision 
to the last legal quibble, but, on second thought, it was 
decided to surrender.” 


Dr. Funk and Mr. Wanamaker are very prominent 
representativs of Obristianity. One is a strong 
advocate of pious prohibition, the other is a cabinet 
officer who uses his position to further the interests 
of his religion. The Christian church ought to be 
proud of them. 

Cardinal Gibbons and Sunday Observance. 


When Oardinal Gibbons wrote favorably of re- 
straining undue hilarity on Sunday by law the Amer- 
ican Sabbath Union jumped high from excessiv 
joy and added seven million Roman Catholics to the 
petition for the enactment of the Blair Sunday bill. 
Now that the head of the Romish church in this 
country has more clearly defined his position, and is 
in favor of open public libraries and museums, and 
“innocent relaxation,” what will Blair and Orafts and 
the other fanatics say? 

Sunday baseball in Baltimore, the home of Gib- 
bons, has brought about the discussion of the Sun- 
day question in that city, and Oardinal Gibbons 
contributes this opinion to the quarrel : 


"T think that Sunday should be, first of all, a day devoted 
to religious worship, and second to innocent and healthful 
recreation, as being the only day in which the great masses 
of the people hav time to seek relaxation from their work. 
The danger is in the excess either way, and I entirely agree 
with Dr. Weld, pastor of the First Independent Christ church, 
in deprecating the closing of our art galleries, libraries, etc., 
absolutely to the public. Presupposing that a certain por- 
tion of the day is set apart for religious exercises, I think 
that any recreation that will contribute to the physical, 
mental, and moral benefit and enjoyment of the masses 
should be encouraged. I think that baseball is a game that 
is in conflict with the quiet decorum and tranquillity that 
should characterize the observance of the Lord’s day, and 
is too violent an exercise to be conduciv to such harmony. 

“ But whatever may be the abuses arising from Sunday 
baseball, I regard the baseball players and observers of the 
game as far less responsible than those who utter from the 
pulpit on the Lord’s day unjust and uncharitable statements 
about their neighbor. The Christian Sunday is not to be 
confounded with the Jewish or even with the Puritan Sab- 
bath. It prescribes the golden means between rigid Sab- 
batarianism on the one hand and lax indulgence on the 
other. There is little doubt that the revulsion in public 
sentiment from a rigorous to a loose observance of the 
Lord's day can be ascribed to the sincere but misguided 
zeal of the Puritans, who confounded the Christian Sunday 
with the Jewish Sabbath, and imposed restraints.on the 
people which were repulsiv to Christian freedom, and Which 
were not warranted by the gospel dispensation. 

** The Lord's day to the Christian heart is always a day of 
joy. The church desires us on that day to be cheerful with- 
out dissipation, grave and religious without sadness and 
melancholy. She forbids, indeed, all unnecessary servil 
work on that day, but a8 the Sabbath was made for man 
&nd not man for the Sabbath, she allows such work when- 
ever charity or necessity may demand it. As it is a day con- 
Becrated not only to religion, but to relaxation of mind and 
body, she permits us to spend a portion of it in innocent rec- 
reation.” 

In this the cardinal follows closely the line long 
ago drawn by the Romish church authorities. That 
the church is the authority for Sunday consecration ; 
and that after the people hav been to church, and 
paid the money demanded, they may spend the rest 
of the day and their money in doing anything that 
the church thinks will not weaken them in their de- 
votion to her interests—which are the interests of 
the priests. The condemnation of baseball is a sop 
to the American Protestant notion of how Sunday 
should be spent; in Catholie countries the church 
is rot so fastidious, for Spain enjoys its bullfighting 
on Sunday, which is a considerably more indecorous 
game than baseball. Roman Catholism is aspiring 
to respectability nowadays, and to equal regard with 
Protestantism in the opinions of Americans, She 


also aspires to a more than equal share of public cash 
and influence, 

But how will Blair and Orafis and Knowles and 
Shepard snd Frances Willard and the rest of the 
American Sabbath folks reconcile this opinion by Oar- 
dinal Gibbons with hia alleged advocacy of the 
Blair Sunday Rest Bill? 

— 
Some Antiques, 

We do not know the age of Judge Pennybacker, 
of Philadelphia, but his sentiments indicate that he 
has arrived at that time of life when justices are en- 
titled to retire from activ duty. 

In the case of the People against Waldman, a 
barber of the Quaker City, for shaving a customer on 
Sunday, Justice Pennybacker said: “It is contended 
on the part of the defendant that since there are 
some persons whose beards require shaving daily, 
and there are some whose occupations through the 
week make it impossible for them to get shaved 
except; upon Sunday, the conduct of defendant's 
business upon the day in question was a work of 
necessity. It seems to me quite obvious that this 
argument is a fallacy. If it had appeared that the 
work which was done, was limited to such persons, 
there would be ground for the allegation ; but other- 
wise it would result in the entire abrogation of the 
act of 1794.” 

Veneration for age may, under certain circum- 
stances, be beautiful to behold; and so may be peo- 
ple who serve to connect the pushing present with 
the fading past. But such excessiv veneration for 
an ancient statute will probably not be found to be 
held by anyone else outside of Philadelphia or New 
Jersey; and as for the judge himself he can with 
plausibility request retirement on a pension on the 
age of his sentiments alone. No one would think of 
disputing his claim. 

Justice Pennybacker also decided in the same case 
that the shavee is equally liable with the shaver, and 
this recalls the narrow escapes the Freethinkers had 
at the last congress of the American Secular Union 
and the recklessness, not to say treachery to liberty, 
of President Westbrook in assembling the heretics in 
Philadelphia. If all of them had been arrested, 
would President Westbrook’s real estate hav been 
sufficient to secure their appearance in court Monday 
morning? What if Tur Trurg SEEKER reporter, 
who never shaved himself but once, and that with 
Editor Washburn’s razor at White Sulphur Springs, 
had, after diving into the hotel basement, through 
the bootblack’s room, past the lavatory, around a 
corner to the right, down an alley lined with whisky 
barrels, over some benches, and then through an iron 
door into a barber shop locked and barred and 
screened—what if, after this journey, he had been 
arrested and taken away to Judge Pennybacker’s 
court, how would the Liberals of the country ever 
hav known what the Secular Union congress did? 
Yet it might hav been done under the statute of 1794, 
and the reporter’s mantle of constitutional rights 
torn into shreds. President Westbrook cannot be 
easily forgiven for exposing the delegates to such 
fearful risks; for however greatly one admires the 
antique, laws of 1794 and judges like Magistrate 
Pennybacker are too musty to make encounter with 
them agreeable or profitable. 


a a 
“A Thoughtless Yes.” 


Congratulations of Helen Gardener are now in 
season on her success in entering the field of 
literature as literature, with a moral. Her book, 
“A Thoughtless Yes," has jumped into popularity 
with a bound, the first edition selling within eight 
days. Bret Harte aed Robert Louis Stevenson are 
about the only writers of short stories who can com- 
mand such interest, some of the writers for Scrib- 
ner’s and the Century magazines being content if 
enough are sold within the year to pay the cost of 
production. That Miss Gardener’s radical stories 
should be read as eagerly as they are confirms 
Colonel Ingersoll’s opinion that in this work she 
has found her field, where her dramatic genius can 
better reach the people than by direct preaching. 

The majority of collections of short stories are 
mere time-killers, dealing with no questions and stir- 
ring no thought. These, on the contrary, touch 
topics of law, heredity, labor, religion, and other 
matters to which the general public hav heretofore 
* paid the tribute of a thoughtless yes,” and the in- 
terest in them, by means of this style of presenta- 


l 
tion, indicates that “timid acquieszence ” ia growing 


curiousifnotbold. It isa triumph for Miss Gardener, 
of more import than mere personal gratification, that 
such radical tales hav won their immediate way to 
public regard. It is a straw in the indications of 
our cause, and Captain Adams's prophecy that “ fun, 
fiction, and fashion " are to be the strongest weapons 
against orthodoxy finds corroboration in the rapid 
sale of the book. 

With a few of the stories our readers are already 
familiar, as they hav appeared in these columns, two 
of them being written for us. In every one of them, as 
the Newark Advertiser admiringly says, there isa vein 
of freshness and originality which is truly charming. 
“The narratives are entertaining, and the incidental 
ideas are often novel and striking. It is decidedly 
no ‘thoughtless yes’ to assent to the statement that 
they sre an entire literary success.” In some one of 
the stories will be found something to touch every 
reader. Freethinkers, Labor Reformers, and Wo- 
man Suffragists all find material for missionary work 
among their neighbors in the pages. As Matilda 
Joslyn Gage, president of the Woman’s National 
Liberal Union, says of the story, “ For the Prosecu- 
tion,” “it is at once strong and pathetic and true— 
oh, so true! But the world does not know; it is 
stupidly ignorant, blinded by the Bible theory of 
woman's creation for man. Ah, the church! It has 
damned woman and the world—the world so fearful, 
so superstitious, that it dares not investigate and does 
not know that it sinks with all the injustice it does ! 
And those who, greedy for power, care not by what 
means itis gained! What slavery ever yet compared 
to the bondage of the will, to the destruction of free 
thought?" Of the complete work Colonel Ingersoll 
says: *I think the stories are marvelously good. 
Miss Gardener certainly has dramatic genius. She 
should put all her ideas, theories, and fancies into 
the form of story; it is far better than the direct 
preaching, because it touches the artistic sense and 
reaches the heart and brain through the perception 
of the beautiful and dramatic. J hope that she will 
write a dozen short stories, and print them first in 
book form. Their success is assured.” 

Like Mrs. Gage, we are all proud of our beautiful 
story writer, thankful for her, and hope she will liv 
long to do much more good by her pen and voice. 

e 


Editorial Notes. 


UNBELIEVERS will say, ‘‘ There is no providence.” ‘ Do 
you see that wheat?" said one of them to a Christian. ''I 
planted it on Sunday ; I cultivated it on Sunday ; it is the 
best crop in the country, and I will harvest it on Sunday." 
The sensible reply was: ‘‘God does not always settle his 
accounts with sinners in October." To which his word in 
many passages adds, says the Christian Advocate: ‘Nor in 
this mortal life.” Which isa Methodistical way of saying 
that God will take it out of us when he gets us in hell. 
Cheering belief ! 


WHEN the ministerial mind dives into every-day affairs it 
sometimes brings up great chunks of wisdom. This reflec- 
tion is induced by reading the following exhortation to the 
ministerial brethren of the Rev. Jim Buckley in the Cis. 
tian Advocate. He is writing about ‘‘ Vacation :" '' Minis- 
ters and editors are in the habit of urging Christians to be 
especially careful in their conduct when away from home. 
Such advice is necessary; but a wise layman, who has 
traveled much and is not censorious, assures us that, in his 
judgment, many ministers are less careful than average lay- 
men. We fear that his opinion has too much foundation. 
A word to the truly wise should be sufficient. Brethren in 
the ministry, let us so speak and act that no layman can find 
in our word or conduct an excuse for impropriety of deport- 
ment or neglect of the duties which we inculcate at home.” 
If the brethren will only lay this exhortation to heart, there 
will be fewer scandals for the newspapers to chronicle. 
Summer is the time for camp-meeting, and camp-meetings 
are great trials to the godly. 


Tue Rev. Henry Frank, of Jamestown, N. Y., has been 
expelled from the Western New York Association of Con- 
gregational churches on resolutions charging him with “a 
lack of faith ina personal God, the deity of Jesus Christ, 
and the inspiration of the Bible; with holding up to derision 
doctrins and views dear to the hearts of the Evangelical 
Christians.” There is no doubt that the charges are true, 
for Mr. Frank has for two or three years been & heretic, but 
the unfairness shown in ‘‘ trying” him reflects great discredit 
upon the Congregationalists. Mr. Frank was given but a 
few days to prepare his defense; ‘‘the judge, jury, and 
prosecuting attorney were all one, the evidence was all in 
before the court opened, and the verdict rendered before the 
accused had time to recover from his astonishment. Noth- 
ing," says the Jamestown Sun, ‘‘in the history of ecclesias- 
tical procedure can be found to compare with it for the un- 
relenting speed with which every movement was executed.” 
Mr. Funk lectures every Sunday to &n independent congre- 
gation, which followed him from the orthodox church, and 
publishes a little journal full of heresy, but not of the radi- 
cal sort. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Keystone, Mo., June 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I herewith inclose $2, fer which please 
send me the book of cartoons. IRA J. KEELER. 


Er Montz, Car., June 28, 1890. 
Mz. Eptror: Please renew my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and place $2 to the benefit of the Literature Fund. 
Yours truly, A. W. Hoyr. 


MoxrPELIER, O., July 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I am of the opinion that the paper is doing 
& vast amount of good. We vote for pictures. 
Yourş truly, Jos Lipersmira. 


; CorznripaE, Car., June 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5, $3 to renew and $2 
for the picture book, as soon as it isready. Heston is the 


boy. I hav to laugh every time I look at the paper. 
: J. L. Rowett. 


LEADVILLE, Cor. July 1, 1890 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $13—$7 for my own 
renewal, which is my seventeenth. with two new subscribers 
according to addresses inclosed, and $6 for three cartoon 
books. Please send the books to my address. 
JosgPH Henry. 


; Weer Raxporra, Vr., July 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: It is too bad that our people come forward 
so slowly in financial aid in the cause of liberty, truth, 
reason, and justice, when old fables under the guise of 
‘¢ Thus saith the Lord " receive the money they do. If I was 
able, I would like to giv more. SAMUEL Bass. 


Exmorg, ILL., June 23, 1890. 

. Mz. Eprroz: I can hardly get along without Tug TEUTH 
SEEKER. I am not able to read it myself. My wife reads 
the most of it to m». My eye is but little, if any, better. 
Not being able to help in the good cause, is what hurts your 
humble servant. Dennis Morris. 


Anon Bzaon, CaL., June 23, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Incloged please find $5— $3 to apply to my 
subscription, and $2 for the cartoon book. I shall place the 
book in my hotel library at Arch Beach. "The cartoons are 
the best arguments that I can use on our benighted Christian 
brethren. H. S. Gorr. 


Marovs, Ia., June 25, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Iam very much interested in your paper, 
and I will do all in my power to get subscribers for the same. 
I hav showed it to orthodox Christians, who receive it with 
the remarks, ‘‘ Don’t giv us such poisonous papers,” and, ‘ If 
you read such papers, you will surely goto hell.” That is 
the opinion of those near-sighted people who hate the truth 

and the light. Yours truly, Nets Pearson. 


Braok Jaox Grove, Tex., July 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: As Dr. Radford says, may Heston and Peck 
1 v long to paint 'em and ‘‘ peck” ’em. Brother Longshore, 
I love to read your articles. I would like to read an article 
from Colonel Ingersoll occasionally. He is a very brilliant 
light in the Freethought world, the foremost orator of the 
age. 
As I am here alone, it would afford me much pleasure 
indeed to correspond with some of the Liberal young ladies 
if I can possibly obtain their address. Joszpa StipHam. 


NATIONAL SOLDIERS’ Home, H 
LzavEsRWORTH, Kan., June 25, 1890.5 


Mr. Eprror: Accept inclosed money for the picture book 
and a continuance of your invaluable TRUTH SEEKER—yes, 
moore than that, also truth finder. O sentinels, pickets, 
skirmishers for mental liberty, persevere in order to keep 
secular our American Constitution and save it from the 
danger of the dark spirit of inquisition which is forging 
shackles for the destruction of intellectual liberty and 
progress ! F. LEBER, SR. 


Buzzanp's Bax, Mass., July 8, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrog: Although dollars are dollars with me in my 
old age, I shall try hard to keep my name on your list while 
` Istop on this side of life. It cannot be long. Iam close to 
eighty. After years of hard thinking on the evidence that I 
hav had, I cannot doubt a continued life without doing vio- 
lence to my best-reasoned conclusions. I hav no strong 
desire to make converts of my Agnostic friends. They are 
my trusty companions in arms against religious despotism, 

` and deception whatever name it may bear. 


E. O., PARKE. 


ATTLEBORO, Mass., June 28, 1890. 
Ms. Eprrog: I thought I would inquire of you about 
what time the picture book will be out. Iam going tosend 
for fifteen books, and Iam going to try for twenty. Five 
men hav paid me their $2; mine and four more that hav 
agreed to pay me in Áugust make ten books that you are 
sure of. Five moresay they will take it, Some more want 
to know how long they will hav to wait for the book, so if 
you will tell me about when to expect it, it will oblige me 
very much. Remember every book I send for is a vote for 

the pictorial Bible. E. C. Sty. 


KIRESVILLE, Mo., June 30, 1896. 
Mr. Epiror: I am pleased to find that you are so impar- 
tial in the management of your paper as to giv all sides a 
hearing upon any question or subject. I find by the com- 


i 
munications published that some of your subscribers are 


believers in the phenomena of Spiritualism. Now, I would 
suggest that all who are convinced that there is reality in the 
matter, and that from their knowledge all is not humbug, 
would so manifest it through your paper that we may know 
how many there are. You can class me as one. None 
should be ashamed to make known their honest convictions 
in this respect, or, for that matter, in any other respect. 
Wurm HART. 


Rıom{onn, Va., July 5, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror:. Iam, and hav been for the last two years, in 
the slimy coils of that terrible monster, the Presbyterian 
church. My last payment falls due on the first day of 
August, which will relieve my little all from the grasp of a 
revengeful Christian tyrant. Yes, you will readily under- 
stand how we—a little band of us—sympathize with you and 
your noble work, when I tell you that we hav carried the 
war to the very altar of the most holy of holy tabernacles of 
this place. We hav plucked from the anxious seat over 
fifty men and women, and created a general stagnation in 
the Second Presbyterian church, for which it has tried to 
swallow us alive. But, thank God, the first of the coming 
month will set us free, when we propose to renew the battle 
with renewed vigor. I hope soon to send you a detailed 
account of our mode of operation, also an account of our 

success. E. H. BAKER. 


MownraaGUvE, Tex., June 29, 290. 
I want to sel] our home and go to the Ka- 
we&h Colony. I hav a son there, but I cannot sell here for 
enough to get there. Our home has been valued as high as 
$2,500, but we could not get $300 for it now in money down. 
We are between two railroads. It isa county site. and there 
is a good school here. A railroad would make us all right. 
There may be a cross-road some time that will help us out. 
Iam circulating petitions for Harman, doing all I can in 
Liberal work, but this Christian ignorance is a hard thing to 
fight. There is a protracted meeting running in our hearing 
most of the-time. They hav to keep it going to keep the 
converts from backsliding. There is a batch of converts 
just on, so we will hav to guard all things or they will be 
stolen. Of course there are a few good people here, but no 
Liberals that take Liberal papers. They are afraid of the 

church influence or that their business will be injured. 
Yours truly, Gro. W. CARPENTER. 


Mr. EDITOR : 


CEATEAU, Monr., July 2, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: As I hav never noticed any news from these 
parts in THE TRUTH SEEKER, it would not go amiss to inform 
your readers that ministers in this part of Montana are not 
getting rich. People hav healthy minds, and do not need 
their medicin. The writer has made it his business for the 
last two years to draw from people, in a sort of disinterested 
way, their opinion upon religion. Your correspondent did 
not want them to know his opinion first lest it Should hav 
someinfluence over them. A good three-fourths of them are 
not Christians. Many of them are Atheists. These are 
generally the smartest men I meet. Now and then a Spirit- 
ualist comes along. Some of them hav everyone's opinion 
but none of their own. This class never fails to be hollow 
between the eyebrows, and directly above the root of the 
nose. The tracts that you will send will be distributed 
among my friends and eremies. I do what little I can 
around here to promote the rights of man, and would be 
pleased to do a little elsewhere if I had the power. 

Wm. Bevan. 


Z Rep Canon, Wyo., July 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: The subject of hypnotism is now receiving 
more zttention from scientific men than ever before. It isa 
subject that is particularly worthy the attention of Liberals. 
When a man perceives the established creeds of the old 
churches to be radically wrong and resolves to base his con- 
victions alone upon science and reason, he is often too 
willing to see in Spiritualism proofs of a life hereafter, which 
is the hope that the old religions hav fostered, and which he, 
when renouncing their creeds in the main, is most unwilling 
to forego. Usually when men argue as disinterested seekers 
for truth their remarks are free from rancor and personality ; 
yet some Spiritualists in their letters treat an Atheist as 
though he was anxious to rob them of the sweet luxury of a 
life hereafter. Forages religions hav compelled men to bow 
down to an assumed personality (a God) and prepare fora 
second life (a heaven). Thus no wonder feelings relating to 
these mental states hav become hereditary, and as soon as 
science rendered ecclesiastical ideas untenable men looked 
for phenomena that would seem to substantiate the belief in 
a God and a heaven. To each of these beliefs, owing to 
inherited cerebral structure, there wcre pleasurable feelings 
attached. For the Antichristian, then, there were a class of 
phenomena to which he could go and seem to obtain proof 
of a life hereafter. These phenomena are now included 
under the name hypnotism, and just as surely as geology 
undermined Genesis, hypnotism will cast to the winds the 

hopes based upon Spiritualism. Dr. Boynton. 

Cresoo, Ia., July 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Since the end of May my time has been ab- 
sorbed in the census business. It seems a wonder that I, an 
outspoken Infidel, did receive this appointment when a num. 
ber of church-going applicants were in the field against me. 
Perhaps the novelty in the case did it. My recommendation 
Contained the names of a rather motley lot, viz., à Roman 
Catholic congressional aspirant and ex-senator (state), a 
Methodist banker and two Methodist publishers (county 
papers), a Baptist clerk of court, a mugwump county re- 
corder, a nondescript county auditor, a ditto sheriff, a half- 
Spiritualistic county treasurer, a hypocritical county super- 


intendent of schools, a church-going lawyer, a few soul 
(dollar) saving merchants, and last but not least an Infidel 
lawyer. What in the name of all invented Gods is to be 
done if each of these fellows should expect and demand, for 
favors received, that I should eventually and permanently 
take sides with him on the chances of heaven or some other 
nowhere? The last named (Infidel lawyer) would be my 
choice if only he could be induced to he as brave in the ex. 
pression of his religious sentiments as he is forward in the 
courtroom. I hope the numbering of the people this time 
will not hav se bad an effect on us common Israelites as it 
did in the time of the much-bewomaned man.after-God's. 
own-heart (David), without the then instructing two lords 
(God and Satan). FRED. 8. DAUBERSMITH. 


Brcoomp: LE, O., June 24, 1890. 

Mr. EpiToR: John Peck's letter in the last two issues of 
your good paper concerning the Catholic church, and, in fact, 
a thorough acquaintance with the institution, make me wish 
for & voice as loud as thunder to proclaim to the multitude 
the doings of these bloated, blackcoated wolves in human 
form. Every individual in this great country should be in- 
formed of the inaer workings of this abominable pestilential 
institution. The oath of installation taken by the Jesuits 
should be put in pamphlet form and circulated a million- 
fold. Every Freethought man should take avail of each op- 
portunity to expose this agglomeration of condensed evil, 
and to point out this biggest and blackest spot on the pages 
of history. And what a hollow pretense she makes — 
ostensibly for our wea! and improvement, but really for her 
own gain and aggrandizement! The idea that such a 
hideous monster, shriveled and blood-begrimed, should 
claim beauty and respectability, and in the latter end of the 
nineteenth century hurl her denunciations at our public 
schools and institutions and call them hotbeds of immorality, 
when, forsooth, most of us know the facts to be just the re- 
verse, is just too irksome! Ho for a lot of us to " peck” 
away at the old hag ofa church and arouse public sentiment 
on this theme. Thoroughly educate all on this point, even 
the Catholics, and erelong she will hav to reef in her sails 
and come to and get out of the list of contestants for com- 
mon favor. Her record, above all others, is too sulphurous, 
too fiery, too bloody, too cursed and horrible, to merit the 
countenance of any thinking man. C. Cc. G. 


RoaNoxE, Va., July 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I inclose $2.60 for the picture book, the 
ANNUAL, and the June 28th number of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
which I hav lost by its falling into the hands of a Christian, 
who destroyed it. 

And now I would like to ask your opinion, and through 
your columns, that of your readers, if we disbelievers in 
superstition should not hav a secret society for mutual sup- 
port and protection. For my part, there seems to me to be 
great necessity for it. Qur enemies nearly all belong to 
some one or more. Every honest disbeliever is debarred 
from Masonry, Oddfellowship, and nearly every friendly and 
benevolent society, because to join we must believe, or pre- - 
tend to, in some hobgoblin of a god. I feel the necessity for 
such a society more than ever here, submerged as I am in 
‘an ocean of bigotry, superstition, and hypocrisy. If I 
should die here, what would become of my little family and 
the home I hav gathered around them? The Christian 
children are taught to call my children heathens, because we 
do not go to church and Sunday-school. What would they 
do it their supporter and protector was gone? We know 
well enough the power of the Masons and Oddfellows—how 
they stand by, befriend, and protect each other. We also 
know the power of the Jesuits—how they cling to each 
other like a burch of snakes, and you cannot touch one 
without stirring up the whole pack. Why should weal ways 
expose ourselvs in the open field while our enemies are for- 
ever in ambush? It might embrace an institution, built by 
the society, where our orphan children could be educated, a 
home for theaged, and likely more. JOSIAH FRIEND. 


Dayron, Wasn., July 1, 1890. 

Mr. Epiron: Inclosed find $5, for which please renew my 
subscription to your valuable paper, and send me the pict- 
ure book. You may observe there are plenty more votes 
for Heston if the opposition had shown up strong enough to 
call them out. They were much like the Spiritualists—they 
were all taking notes, but so long as all intelligent objec. 
tions. were answered they did not think it necessary to chip 
in, but they are among your readers all the same. In rela- 
tion to the spiritual question (if a man die, shall he liv 
again ?), whether it be one phase of the question or another 
giving evidence of the same, there has been little advanced 
by your correspondents on the negativ side that I could not 
hav answered very easily, and I hav had but limited means 
of investigation, and then had to pursue it against the church 
on the one side and the skeptic on the other, and it is hard 
to say which was the most unreasonable. Each phase of 
the phenomena that has been advanced by the super. mundane 
(not supernatural, as many of your correspondents designate 
them) intelligences, has been explained in about one hun- 
dred ways, and I hav refuted them one after another until 
the inventiv genius of the skeptic gave out, and then he - 
began denunciations upon general terms. It is the same 
with many writers in your valuable paper. They seem to 
leave all their intelligence and candor behind them 80 soon 
as they approach the subject of immortality. A thousand 
facts are a8 nothing to one of their suppositions. And lastly 
comes one who knows 80 much about mesmerism that he 
knows all who hav ever witnessed any phenomenon that has 
not come under his own observation hav been subjected to 
that power. I hav met personally a number of such philos- 
ophers, and they invariably get upset in the very first en- 
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counter. Let them write about what they know, and be | as Mrs. Eliza Archard Connor said, 
willing to learn the alphabet of other subjects before they | upon a high platform supported by the Women. 


get up for teachers or critics, like so many of your able con- 
iributors, whose thoughts and observations it is a pleasure 
and a profit to peruse. Dr. G. OgcnazD. 
Ipava, IrL., July 1, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I noticed in a recent issue of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER a short letter from the pen of Hon. Thomas P. 
Duncan. Now, it comes to me that it is very éssential for 
all who get Taz Truru SEEKER to pass it around, for it was 
through the reading of a few copies of Taz TRUTA SzEKER 
that Mr. Duncan became a subscriber for your valuable 
paper. He, like the writer, is à devoted admirer of Colonel 
Ingersoll, John Peck, and Heston, but my admiration 
extends beyond these great and brilliant word and pencil 
painters. The mothers of the abové and heroes gone hav 
my lasting and deepest respect. '*O woman, thou wert 
made to temper man!" O mothers, thou art and hav been 
the womb of all intelligence and progression, because, 
according to history, every man— with one exception—had 
a mother. I am glad John Peck is getting in his cannon 
shots on the Catholic and doctrinal curse of man. Let 
every reader of the grand old Trura SEEKER use it, and his 
every effort, to pull the scales from his neighbors’ eyes, that 
the sun of reason may shine in on their minds a little to 
eradicate the opaque and pessimistic teachings of supersti- 
tion, that they may sce the trickery and chicanery. Giv 
Blair and the Prohibitionists and the God-in-the.Constitution 
party the power to prohibit, and progress or evolution of 
the mind will be devolution. They will not only tell us what 
we shall eat and drink, but what we shall say and think. 
Why, the time is here when we need a Paine to teach and a 
Henry to exhort. Are we disposed to be of the number of 
those who, having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, 
the thing which 80 nearly concerns their temporal salvation ? 
Is it any wonder Henry said, ‘Giv me liberty or giv me 
death?" Every lover of liberty must be on the alert and 
keep the old flag ahove the cross, or the iron heel of ** Sub- 
mit yourselvs to the powers that be” will tear down the flag 
and the beauties and comforts of liberty will be gone. I 
close as I commenced, scattering papers. 


Yours for humanity, C. 8. RANDOLPH. 


Neota, Ia., July 6, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroz: In Burr Oak, Mich., on June 29th, my 
father, eighty-nine years old, passed out of this life into his 
everlasting sleep. He never made any profession of religion 
and never took any stock whatever in the churches or the 
Bible. I was there to visit him only a few days before he 
died, and the last words he said to me on the subject of 
death were that he believed in the Ingersoll theory. He is 
one more to the large number of unbelievers that hav passed 
.from this life without any fear whatever of the future. His 
life has been a life of usefulness. He was ready to grasp any 
and all truths and hold fast to them. I do not think any 
man or woman on earth can say that he ever wronged them. 
He never trusted in God to pay his debts. He died a poor 
man in dollars and cents, as all men do that never seek for 
anything but what honestly belongs to them. He would sell 
the last thing he had to pay an -honest debt. If all men 
were like him there would be no millionaires and all would 
hav a plenty to make themselvs comfortable. I am now 
fifty-six years old and I hav the first man to see that has 
made a fortune that would not grasp every dollar he saw in 
sight whether it belonged to him or not, if he could do so 
and evade the law. Oh, how I long to see the Bellamy 
theory carried out, and do away entirely with individual 
ownership. Then and not until then will every man hav his 
share of this world’s goods. How anyone but a selfish, 
bigoted person can object to this theory isa wonder to me. 
I hav bought and sent afloat three copies of ‘‘ Looking 
Backward,” and I only wish that every man and woman in 
the land would get and read it. All the glowing pictures of 
heaven made by the ministers are nothing to compare with 
& government under the Bellamy theory. Iam going to try 
and get up an organization here to promulgate those doctrins. 
Ob, gentlemen, when I read of the Christian persecution 
that is going on in this country it fairly makes me shudder. 
It reminds me forcibly of what we would hav to come to if 
the church only had the power. How can people with the 
first particle of liberality or disposition to do unto others as 
they wish others to do to them rest contented and seemingly 
unconcerned about our future welfare? If the churches 
ever get the power it will be like living in a community of 
horse-thieves—it will be necessary to belong in order to be 
safe, and the outsiders of the church will hav no show at all. 
want everyone to examin the platform of the new political 
party of Michigan, and I sincerely hope every state will 
organize a new party and indorse their platform. The world 
_ is still moving in progression, and there is some hope if we 

continue to work with all our might. 


Yours forever, a truth seeker, D. W. WHITNEY. 


BOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ Homer, 
Quisoy, Irt., July 7, m.m. 290 j 

Mr. EprroR: Allow me to express my sincere gratitude 
to you for the inestimable gift of your invaluable psper, 
issue of the 5th ult. Like all of the copies of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, it abounds in overwhelming arguments, testimonies, 
and condemnations simultaneously for the overthrow of 
Christianity. Yet if I am allowed to criticise, I wish to offer 
8 few thoughts for the consideration of your readers upon 
the best plan to manipulate propagandism. Women con- 
trolus. It seems to me that the Women's Liberal convention 
has opened up for us the right channel. Men as well as 
women are apt to yield to the influence of the softer sex, and 


the clergy are standing 
Now, if 
the Women's Libera] Union would select trustworthy 
propagandists, whose duty would be to travel, lecture, and 
distribute Freethought literature and TRUTA SEEKER copies, 
and solicit subscribers, it seems to me it would be a laudable 
and profitable enterprise. And for the further encourage- 
ment of such I promis to furnish for the same nearly $100 
worth of books, and $10 in cash, as soon as Uncle. Sam has 
distributed the pension fund. I am proscribed as ‘‘ Bob,” 
** Bobby," and "Ingersoll" I am making many friends, 
converts and enemies. I hav many hot discussions. I hav 
been ordered to silence by our commanding officer, but told 
him I should not neglect my duty on his account. I keep 
the Z'reethinker's Magazine circulating through the Home, 
80 the good work is being stirred up. I hav made arrange. 
ments for Remsburg to lecture here this fall, and expect to 
make engagements at Hannibal, Mo., when I hear from him. 

I will add a word on the vital importance of a radical 
change to an improved vocabulary. Inasmuch as a per. 
“ect language is essential to perfect knowledge and under. 
standing of all matters and subjects, and whereas our 
language is very defectiv, I hereby appeal to the writers of 
Tux TEUTH SEEXER, as it is, so far as I know, the most ad. 
vanced journal, to giv their views as to the best method of 
compiling a dictionary which in the future will be approved; 
and at the same time rid our language of much dross and 


confusion. Such words as the infinit, supernatural, diviue, 


revelation, soul, spirit, God, devil, hell, etc.—all and many 
more such words seem to hav their foundation only in 
fancy, and are misnomers. Ex-Rev. J. N. Maxey. 


Coatrne, ALa., June 27, 1890. 

Mx. Epitor: The letter you received from Troutman, the 
hog-raiser, exhibits the animus of a conceited bigot. He is 
8 match for Holy John. But that is just the sort of folks I 
liv among, and if you will imagin every man in northern 
Tennessee like him then you will hava pretty good idea of 
my surroundings. I got you a subscriber at Coaling. He 
came:to me the other day and said, ‘‘ Mr. Ward, they giv 
me hell.” ‘‘ Who?" said I. *'One no more than another— 
all. They call it Ward's paper.” You see it takes nerve 
to stand persecution. I asked him why they did not 
come to me. I would giv them hell. This is why it is 
impossible to keep up a circulation of the paper. There are 
but few that are posted on the Bible. That is where we 
lack. 

I inclose $1 for Harman, and will yet make one of one 
thousand to giv from $1 to $5 to test an Agnostic's rights in 
all the courts. 

Now, if you will let me, I will tell J. W. Mehaffey, of 
Concord, N. C., how hard I contended for my rights in the 
state whose honor I fought for from 1861 to 1865, and now I 
am an outlaw—as are all Infidels, but many do not know it, 
and I hav thought some wanted to suppress the information 
lest it might hurt the cause. I do not think that way. 
Though Spartans’ valor had been displayed on many a 
bloody field, it never shone more conspicuously than when 
they knew their doom, at Thermopylæ. ‘Come, let us dine 
cheerfully, for to-night we will sup with Pluto!” I brought 
suit for an honest contract, for value received. When I and 
my witnesses stepped out to be qualified for evidence, I 
never held up my hand. The defendant called the court’s 
attention to it. He, the court, replied that Mr. Ward was 
not going to take an oath but was going to affirm. The 
court, after qualifying my witnesses, looked up at me and 
said, ‘‘ Mr. Ward, if you don’t take an oath you can't tes. 
tify.” I turned from the court saying I would not do it then. 
So the defendant was discharged, and costs was assessed 
against me. I then wrote to a prominent lawyer in Birming- 
ham, asking him if an Agnostic had the right to testify in & 
court of law. He wrote back that an Agnostic was one 
without knowledge, and a person without knowledge was 
not & competent witness. I then wrote to Ingersoll. He 
wrote that I had no remedy—I had better emigrate. I then 
wrote to one of the supreme judges of Alabama. He 
referred me to Greenleaf's Decisions, which says that one 
without religion can’t be a witness. I then wrote to the 
editor of the Independent Pulpit to bring our cause before 
the Texas Liberals and let us test our rights as one man, and 
he declined. I offered to fee a lawyer at my expense through 
all the courts. I then wrote to Chief-justice Fuller, inclosing 
stamps, to know if & man that paid taxes and served the 
state in all it required of him was not entitled to its protec- 
tection though he did not believe in any religion. He never 
answered. J then wrote to the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
He wrote to me he would do all he could, he would bring 
my case before the people, but to write to Judge Westbrook. 
I did so. He wrote there was no money in the treasury, and 
besides they were more interested to get the Nine Demands 
just now. Mr. Mehaffey, your doom is fixed. You and all 
of us stand beyond the egis of law. Though the meanest 
believer should assault you or your family and rob you, your 
lips are sealed. I set about finding out what states recog- 
nized us. I found but four, and that only partially. Blas- 
phemy laws still exist here. I can and do say, damn any 
God that would make such a book as the Christian Bible. 
And right here I want to say, the man or woman that veils 
their actions and dissembles for the sake of popularity 
degrades his or her progeny to creep and crawl through life 
sole leather for others. Look at individuals, families, 
nations, that hav been forced to acquiesce in things they did 
not believe, and they are dissemblers as a rule. The laws of 
this country are debasing the people. The church is trying 
to suppress all opposition. Not long ago a preacher told me 


"Tux TRUTH SEEKER and all such would be suppressed in the 


mails. We do not know alltheirtricks. Itislike twoarmies 
about to join ba:tle. Let us do our best. H. J. WARD. 


Bzookrys, July 2, 1890. 

Mz. Eprroz: Lord Byron once made his publisher a pres- 
ent of a Bible inscribed on the fly-leaf with the hortatory, 
‘t Search the scriptures, for they are they which testify of 
me." The publisher was delighted with the gift, but often 
wondered why his not over-pious lordship should select that 
particular book for a testimonial, but his wonder ended 
when one day he happened to turn to John xviii, 40, and 
read, ** Now Barrabbas was a publisher." 

“Ye blind guides, that strain at a gnat and swallow & 
camel.” ** Woe unto you Pharisees, hypccrits! for ye out- 
wardly appear righteous unto mén, but within ye are full 
of hypocrisy and iniquity.” Searck the scriptures, ye Com- 
stocks, ye Gerrys, ye judges and juries of obscenity, and all 
ye of the morally particular but not particularly moral sup- 
pressors of vice, for they testify of you. 

But will ye ‘‘ search the scriptures,” as ye are exhorted 
from the pulpit to do? I defy you to do so, and then with 
any consistency or decency send such men as Harman and 
Heywood to jail for sending obscene matter through the 
maile. Ye Pharisees, hypocrits! Did you ever receive a 
Bible or send a Bible through the mail? Then you hav both 
received and sent obscene and filthy matter through the 
mail, and you ought all of you to be instripes with Harman. 
Did you ever get a birthday present of a Bible from your 
mother or father or a friend, with a prayerful exhortation to 
“ diligently search the scriptures?” Then were you not 
shocked to get, and your mother, father, or friend ashamed 
to giv you, a nicely bound book that contained within its 
covers such outrageously filthy, obscene, and indecent 
stories, which you must hav read if you hav ‘‘ searched the 
scriptures ?” : 

Of course you, who hav sent that bad man Harman to jail, 
are all pious men, in whose veins courses the fire of religious 
zeal for moral purity. None but men of the most exalted 
piety could judge Harman and condemn him, and we know 
that no man can be elected to the bench in this country un- 
less he be a man of the highest morality and the most spot- 
less chastity. It isa judge’s duty to uphold public morals. 
That is what he is there for; to see to it that every evil doer 
gets the jail that is due him; to see to it that all ballot-box 
stuffers, all ** blocks-of-fivers,” all *' fat friers,” all boodlers, 
lobbyists, and all $400,000-election-fund raisers are driven 
with a scourge out of the holy temple of our thrice holy 
republic. Well then, seeing that swift and terrible retribu- 
tion always comes on these miscreants, are we going to allow 
our God-founded republic to be overthrown by a lot of peo- 
ple who mention certain physiological facts which are too 
shocking to be mentioned in print? It is truly awful that 
such people should be allowed at large. Why, such people, 
if not restrained, would even go so far as to expose their 
naked legs at the seaside. Do not weall remember how 
Mrs. James Brown Potter—or James Potter Brown—once 
recited ‘' Ostler Joe,” and shocked a lot of ladies who would 
rather hav been at Queen Victoria’s reception of half-naked 
ladies than hav heard it? 

How thankful we ought to be that in this republic of mo- 
nopolies and trusts, and tariffs and election thefts, aud leg- 
islativ steals and jobs, and infernally paved streets handed 
over to the elevated railway, steam-heating, gas, water, and 
electric light and power thieves, this republic where hood- 
lums and pigmies come ever to the top, ought we not, I say, 
to be thankful that there are found at least twelve righteous 
men in our Sodom who hav the courage to save us by send- 
ing ** obscene " men through the penitentiary ? 

And when these doughty champions of public holiness reat _ 
themselvs in the house of God on the blessed Sabbath, how 
uplifting the sight of the white-robed man of God intoning 
a portion from that gilt-edged, richly bound ‘‘ word of God,” 
which for the life of him he dare not read out aloud at some 
portions. You drowsy judges, how quickly you would be 
wide awake were your pulpit man to take his text out of 
some chapters I could name. "Would not your heart thump 
if he were to simply read out aloud some *' portions" of the 
word of God so monstrously obscene and vile that Harman’s 
crime would pale into nothing by contrast? Ard what 
would you do about it? Indict him for reading the word of 
God? Would you call in Saint Anthony and seize him and 
his obscene literature? or would you wriggle and squirm in 
your own legal trap, and learnedly split hairs on the differ- 
ence between sanctified filth and unsanctified physiological 
utterances? Or would you try to.show that filthy stories 
that hav been circulating four thousand years hav established 
their right of eminent domain? In which case how old 
must a filthy story be and how many editions must it go 
through to be exalted to a place on gilt-edged leaves, be- 
tween gold and velvet covers, on velvet cushions in the holy 
of holies? 

` Woe unto you Pharisees, hypocrits! You hav family 
reading of the scriptures and prayers. Of course you hav, 
and when you hav read around to a certain chapter you skip 
it, and the children wonder why papa has missed one, and 
forthelife of you you dare not explain. You do not want 
to blush crimson before your family, and make them blush 
crimson too. And yet you do not mind carrying the Bible in 
your satchel, in your trunk, giving it as a present to young 
people, asking them to “read it every day," sending it 
through the mails, and even putting it on the table in court 
to swear witnesses on. So the witnesses against Harman 
and Heywood swore on a book of filthily obscene stories that 
they sent obscene matter through the mails. 

Ye blind guides, that strain at a gnat and swallow a camel. 
Are ye not indictable on thesame charge? Cannot we indict 
every good Christian for buying, selling, keeping, giving 
away, and circulat ng obacene matter, beginning with the 
president, the postmaster, Saint Anthony, and Harman's 


judge? If not, why not? Yea, why not? ; 
F. Soziusma w. 
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whildren’s Dorner. 


Rétied by Muse Susan E. Wios, Fall 
Riser, Mass., to whom ail Qommunications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Botween the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's ocoupations 
Thatis known as the Ohiidreu's Hour.” 


[FoR RECITATIOX.l 
The People's Advent, 


"Tis coming up tho steep of time, 

And this old world is growing brighter ! 
We may not see ita dawn sublime, 

Yet high hopes make the heart throb lighter. 
We may be sleeping in the ground, 

When it awakes the world in wouder ; 
But we hav felt it gathering rouud, 
And heard its Voice of living thunder. 

"Tis coming ! yes, ’tis coming ! 


?Tis coming now, tho glorious time; 
Foretold by seers and suug in story; 
For which, when thinking was a crime, 
Souls leaped to heaven from scaffolds gory ! 
They passed, nor saw the work they wrought, 
Nor the crowned hopes of centuries blossom ! 
But the live lightning of their thought 
And daring deeds, doth pulse earth's bosom. 
"Tis coming ! yes, tis coming ! 


Creeda, empires, systems, rot with age, 
But the great people's ever youthful ! 
And it shall write the future's page, 
To our humanity more truthful ! 
Thos gnarliest heart hath tender chords, 
To waken at the name of “ brother,” 
And time comes when brain-scorpion words 
We shall not speak to stint each other. 
"Tis coming ! yes, 'tia coming ! 
Freedom ! the tyrauts kill thy braves; 
Yet in our memories liv the sleepers, 
Though murdered millions feed the graves 
Dag by daath’s fierce red-handed reapers ; 
Ths world shall not forever bow 
To things which mock God’s own endeavor ; 
Tis nearer than they wot of now 
When flowers shall wreathe the sword forever. 
"Tis coming ! yes, 'tig coming ! 
Fraternity ! love'a other name! 
Dear, heaven-connecting link of being ! 
Then shall we grasp thy golden dream, 
Ag souls, fall-statured, grow far-seeing. 
Thou shalt unfold our better part, 
And in our life-cup yield more honey: 
Light up with joy the poor man’s heart, 
Aud love’s own world with smiies more sunny. 
"Tis coming ! yes, tis coming ! 
Ay, it must come! The tyrant’s throne 
Is crumbling with our hot tears rusted ; 
The sword earth’s mighty hav leaned on 
Is cankered, with our heart’s blood crusted. 
Room! for the msn of mind make way ! 
Ye robber rulers, pause no longer ; 
Yo cannot stay the opening day ; 
The world rolle on, the light grows stronger— 
The people’s advent’s coming ! 
~—Geraid Massey. 
———— 9-4 o 


A Mistake. 


A little cloud, one summer day, 

While roaming o'er the sky 80 blue, 
Began to scow! and pout, and say, 

* Oh dear ! what is there I can do 2” 


Now, just below it, midst the corn, 

An old man stood, with hoe in hand, 
In tattered clothing, all forlorn— 

He seomed at work upon the land. 


'*Ha ! ha!” the cloudlet laughed, and said, 
* No here's a chance to hav some fun ! 
I'll rain upon your hoary head, 
My ancient friend, and make you run !” 


But though the cloud rained hard and fast; 
The farmer wouldn't budge a bit, 

Till in a pot the cloud at last 

_ Oried out, “I never saw such grit !? 


Because the farmer wouldn’t scare, 

It sulked and frowned the livelong day. 
How could it know the figure there 

Was just to keep the crows away ? 


—Bufalo Times. 
ere 
Corner Gospel. 
GOOD OLOTHES. 

Do I believe in fine clothes ? Certainly, but 
not extra fine. You feel better in a new, 
clean suit than in an old one. Good clothes 
confer upon the wearer a certain respect and 
courage that cannot always obtain with infe- 
rior or ragged clothing. If seeking employ- 
ment the well-dressed person is far more apt to 
obtain favor than theill-dressed. Ina certain 
way good clothing is a preventiv of crime. It 
is notcommon to associate evil with fine ap- 
parel, though it sometimes happens that the 
wearer of elegant clothes is a big scoundrel. 
But rags and wretchedness generally go to- 
gether. Vice, crime, and squalor are more 
nearly allied thau good intentions and rags. 
Not that one may not be well intentioned, hon- 
orable, and upright in tatters and living in a 
hovel, but & person of the above character 
will not, a8 a rule, be found in ill conditions— 
at least, he will soon find a way out of them, 
if well and strong. 

Of course the clothing must be adapted to 
the work oneisdoing. An hostler ina stable 
should not wear fine broadcloth, but he 


should be ihe gentleman everywhere, in the! the single instance of the combination referred | 


stable or drawing-room. ‘The girl who washes 
dishes will not stand at thesink in white silk, 
although not Jacking in the elements of true 
womanhood in the pantry or the parlor. 

Clotbing should be adapted to the work we 
are doing. It should be as neat and clean as 
possible. In society one should endeavor to 
appear as well dressed as the average, not in 
the extreme of fashion, nor yet very far be- 
hind it. Neatness and elegant simplicity are 
always p‘eferable to gaudy display. 

The wise person will not be lavish in ex- 
penditures of dress, nor will he be in debt to 
his tailor. It is silly to indulge in costly 
dress, besides being cruel toward some who 
hav not the means to purchase even the com- 
monest clothing. 

There is a satisfaction in being able to earn 
your own clothes. ‘‘ Behold the lilies of the 
field: they toil not; neither do they spin; 
yet Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these.” Of course not. You 
wouldn’t expect it. YetSolomon would hav 
been a wiser and a better man if he had per- 
formed his share of the world’s work, and 
earned his board and clothes by the sweat of 
his brow, instead of lolling about in regal 
splendor, with slaves to do his bidding. Ab- 
sorbed insome honest and honorable employ- 
ment wherewith to help our common human. 
ity, he would never hav uttered the absurd 
sentence, ‘‘ Vanity of vauities—all is van- 
ity.” 

Lastly, dress as comfortably and neatly as 
your means will permii, and aim to keep the 
clothing of your mind, as well as your body, 
clean, handsome, complete, and wholesome. 
Thus will you be entitled to the respect not 
only of yourself, but of all around you. 
8. H. W. 
a ——— 
A King’s First Earnings. 

King Victor Emmanuel of Italy was in his 
youth a keen sportsman and a fine shot. 
One day, having wandered away from his 
party, he was returning by an isolated road 
from a hunting expedition. He espied a 
covey of partridges in a copse near by, and, 
raising his fowling.piece, he killed a brace at 
a shot. 

A peasant who had been watching him 
attentivly now hurriedly crossed the road and, 
hailing him, said: 

**'That was well done. Whoever you are, 
you know how to handle a gun.” 

“Im glad you think 80," responded the 
king, laughing. 

“ I only wish you could shoot a fox who is 
robbing me, one by one, of all the fowls in my 
barnyard.” 

** Well, perhaps I can. 
do for you." 

** Tf you kill that fox," said the peasant im- 
pressivly, ** ll giv you two lira.” 

* Very well Ill bring my dogs and be 
here to-morrow.” 

t Will you giv me your hand on it?" said 
the farmer, extending his horny digits. 

The king gave him his hand and was 
punctual to the hour appointed on the follow- 
ing day. The fox was on hand, too, but 
King Victor’s sure aim brought Reynard’s 
career to a sudden end. 

His majesty hastened to the farmer with 
his prize. 


I'll see what I can 


two lira.” 

« You shall hav it. You've earned it," 
answered the delighted farmer cordially. 

The king looked curiously at the coins as 
they were handed to him. ‘‘ Only to think,” 
he muttered to himself, ‘‘ that this is the first 
money I ever earned.” 

On the following day the peasant’s wife 
received a present of a gown, a necklace, and 
a pair of earrings. Then it was that the 
farmer learned who it was he had hired to 


kill his fox. 
9 4——————— 


The Term “ Boycott.” 

The origin of the term ‘‘ boycotting " was 
as follows: A Captain Boycott was the agent 
of a land owner in Ireland. His policy 
proved to be distasteful and offensiv to the 
tenants, aud such was their feeling in the 
matter that they asked the landlord to remove 
him. This was refused, and in retaliation 
the tenants and their friends refused to work 
for or under Boycott. They would not har- 
vest his crops, and they made an agreement 
among themselvs that none of them or theirs 
should assist or work for him in the harvest. 
His crops were endangered, when relief 
arrived in the persons of certain Ulster men, 
who, under the protection of troops, har- 
vested the crops of Boycott. The defensiv 
league of the tenantry was much more power- 


ful and effectiv than might be supposed from 


to above. 
pact were very numerous and extensiv. 


one was to hav any dealings with that person. 


If a man worked for Boycott he was looked 
upon by his old friends and neighbors as a 


stranger—no one would sell to or buy of him, 
no One was to know him. The effect of this 


agreement when carried to this extent was 


just what its authors proposed, and ''boy- 
cotting " has become a very forcible phrase. 
Ot — — —— 
What He Did. 

One would say that Shakspere, at least, 
must be the one exceptional prophet to be 
honored in his own country, but, widely 
spread as we know his fame to be, at least 
one Englishman had no very clear idea of its 
cause. 

Some years ago, while passing through 
Stratford-on-Avon, Mr. Toole, the English 
comedian, saw a rustic sitting on a fence. 

“ That is Shakspere’s house, isn’t it?" he 
asked, pointing to the building. 


** See !” he called out, now you owe me’ 


tt Yes.” 

** Ever been there ?” 

“ee No.” 

* Brought up here ?” 

[11 Yes.” 

“Did he write anything?” 

“ Oh yes, he writ.” 

“ What was it ?”. 

“ Well,” said the rustic, ‘‘I think he writ 


for the Bible." 
ee ———— 


Correspondenee. 


Kiowa, CoL., June 27, 1890. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: As all the boys 
and girls seem to be writing to the Corner, I 
thought I would contribute my mite. I 
would like to correspond with readers of the 
Corner. My father has taken THE TRUTH 
SEEKER about four years; we think it quite a 
paper all through, especially the Children’s 
Corner. Oh, yes; hurrah for Walter W. 
Clark! That was pretty rich. Miss Mary 
Foster did pretty well, too. She is getting 
rather hard on him ; instead of going to Him- 
mel he is going to Helena—that is a hard hit. 
I suppose he can hardly answer that, 
but he can try awfully hard, I guess. I will 

close for this time. Ever yours, 

WALTER Paos. 
P.8.—Why not hav an exchange column in 
the Corner? Let others speak on this ques- 

tion. W. P. 


TouRTELOTTE, CoL., July 5, 1890. 

Dear Aunt Susan: I now take my pen in 
hand to write a children’s letter, hoping to 
find you all well as it leaves us at present. 
This is my first letter to the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER, and if I see my letter published I 
will try again. I hav written letters to the 
Plaindealer and to the Boston Investigator. 
I suppose all the children of the Corner had 
a good time on the Fourth of July, on that 
grand day on which our fathers George 
‘Washington and Thomas Paine should ever 
be remembered. This time in 1889 I was in 
Missouri just getting over the Fourth. But 
this time I am in Colorado on the Rocky 
mountains, and it is ** a rocky road to Dublin.” 
But the mountains are beautiful in the spring- 
time. You can look over mountains over 
mountains. I hav’ not been in Colorado a 
year yet. Isuppose you hav seen some of 
my letters in the Plaindealer. It is so hot 
here that it will make one lazy, but it is nice 
and cool at night. I can hav snowballs yet. 
This is the first Fourth of July I threw a 
snowball. We hav loads of wild flowers 
now. We are living in Tourtelotte Park, 
and it čs a park. It is either mud or dust— 
there are no sidewalks here. We hav three 
saloons, one school-house, four stores. No 
churches up here, but there are enough down 
town to make up for it. I lived in Aspen 
eight months, and it a very pretty place. I 
am sixteen in March. I do not go to school, 
but my brother Horace goes to school. He 
studies reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, 
&nd geography. He will be thirteen next 
February. There are only twenty-one going 
to schoo] here. I wil bring my letter to a 
close, as it is getting long. So no more. 

From vour friends, 
RnuopA AND HonAoxz Mason. 


[Thanks for the pretty wild flowers. We 

hope you will write again —Ep. C. C.] 
—————— ee —— 

A urtu West End girl who was being 
scolded by her mother about something 
which she denied having done finally drew 
herself up with great dignity and remarked : 


'" Well, mamma, I know nothing whatever |. 


about it and care less.” 
—— d$ 4 € —— 
A querer little boy who had been to school, 
And was up to all sorts of tricks, 
Discovered that 9, when upside down, 
Wouk pass for the figure 6. 


So when asked his age by a good old dame, : 


The comical youngster said, 
'* I'm 9 when I stand on my feet like this, 
But 6 when I stand on my head!” 


The ramifications of their com- 
For 
example, if anyone had dealings with Boy- 
cott or those who represented him, then no 


Science Column. 


Science and Progress. 


A SIMPLE PROOESS FOR OONVERTING A KNIFE ` 
BL£DE INTO A PERMANENT MAGNET. 

Take a pair of iron tongs and a knife, and 
holding them clasped and upright, rub 
the knife blade briskly with the end of the 
tongs, taking care to rub only in one direction 
—toward the point of the knife. When the 
point is reached the tongs must be lifted back 
toward the handle and the motion repeated. 
The knife should be occasionally turned over 
so that the friction may be applied to both 
sides. In about & minute the knife blade 
will be found to be magnetic, and capable of 
supporting a needle or steel pen, and the 
magnetism is quite permanent. The point of 
the blade corresponds to the north pole of 
the magnet. Popular Science News, which is 
authority for the foregoing directions, says 
the cause of this phenomenon is not quite 
clear, and is worthy of further investigation. 

A NEW SMOKE-OONSUMING APPARATUS. 

An English exchange calls attention to a 
recently invented and patented apparatus for 
the combustion of smoke in ordinary fur- 
n&ces. It consists of an arrangement of 
brickwork channels placed underneath the 
boiler. Near the first bridge there is a ven- 
tilating door, which can be opencd or closcd 
at will. The apparatus is connected with a 
second bridge, or air chamber, where the air 
is heated to over 400° in passing. The hot air 
causes complete combustion. It is contended 
that three advantages are gained by the in- 
vention. In the first place the fuel generates 
more steam, and in the second there is a great 
saving of fuel. The gases which ordinarly 
pass up the chimney into the atmosphere are 
ignited and consumed, so that less fuel has to 
be used. The third, and by no means the 
least, advantage gained by the use of the ap- 
paratus is the reduction of the smoke nui- 
sance to a minimum. 

IRONING BY ELEOTRIOITY. 

And now comes the report from St. Paul 
of the successful application of electricity to 
heating the iron rolls of a laundry. It is 
claimed that this method giv8 an economy, 
by meter measurement, of more than 25 per 
cent over that of gas at $1.25 per thousand, 
as formerly used for this purpose. ‘The St«- 
tionary Engineer explains that the device by 
which the heating effects are obtained con- 
sists of German silver wire wound on a 
cylinder of asbestos paper which slips inside 
the iron roll. The current is obtained from 
the commercial lighting circuit, and is paid 
for at the same rates and under the same con- 
ditions as that used for lighting, the current 
passing through a meter. 

18 ELEOTRIOITY MANUFAOTURED ? 

The question whether or not electricity is 
manufactured is now being tried in certain 
courts. If it is manufactured, the producers 
in numerous states are liable to taxation. 
Beniamin Franklin held that electricity was 
not manufactured, but was taken from one 
body to be delivered to another, and that 
practically nothing was lost in the transac- 
tion. Hitherto, says the Industrial World, 
our scientific men hav held this to be true in 
a broad sense. 

A GREAT GOLDEN VESSEL FOUR OENTURIEB OLD. 

The temple of Buddha, in Ceylon, contains 
one of the most famous of the world’s col- 
lections of treasures, and unique among tho 
many rare things found there is & curious 
golden watering pot, used by the priests, and 
which plays an important part in the sacred 
rites. 

The Philadelphia Record says that the ves- 
sel is Known to be over four centuries old, 
and is one of the most valuable jars in the 
world, being worth much more in the open 
market than even the celebrated peachblow 
vase of which so much was said a few years 
ago. The metal and the gems in the ‘‘ Ken- 
diya ” are appraised at $36,000. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of & 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 
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EXETER HALL. 
A Theological Romance. ‘One of the most ex- 
citing romances of the day. 


Pre, . cloth, 80 cents. 


ROMES REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe. 
rience. 


By NATBANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflioting.—[Oritioal Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
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The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char- 

acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 

ton Woolley, M.D., author of " Hebrew Mythol- 
Paper, 8vo, 25 cents, 
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SunszoTs OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Jf not, the reason why? 


if there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
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by an old reliable firm ; large profits, . 
GENTS WANTED D eae |Charles Wattss Works. 
THE The FOND of Secularism Pom 
S: : pared with Orthodox Christiun- 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


THEIR 
Crimes and Perseeuiions. 


1119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.60. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


Yhis is the history of an atterapt to found a 
ohuroh without superstition, and its sucoess. 
Unoie Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufü. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. 
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A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Oontradictions of the so-calle 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON.. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a o ony for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to hristian friends, it is 
the most effeotiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logio unsurpassed." 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as te 
show, that Ohrístians are inconsistent in deny- 

ng the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pD. $1. 
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Secularism: Destructiv aud Con- 
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"he American Secular Union ; lis 
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Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The rus of Agnosticism 
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Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 

By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, à . è . 


ON THE WORD GOD. 


By Milton Woolley, M.D., Author of '*Hebrew 
Mythology,” “ The Oareer of Jesus Ohrist." 


The fool hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. 
—[Ps8. xiv, 1. 
Ghildren and fools speak the truth.—[Old Saw. 
Paper, 12mo, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING concen that there was no Christ 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, but that the 
real Jesus, the illegitimate son of Mary by Joseph 


10 cents. 


ORNES AGAINST CRIMINILS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER CC., 
28 Lafayette Plece, New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 

It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in itsatisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

Tho appeal is always made to & man’s reason: 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble sceiz! atata greatly in advance of the present 
The romentic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
acitial possibilitieg.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper; 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 
ENTELLECTUAL DEVELOPHEN! 
ef Europe. 

Revised Edition—-2 vols—Prioe, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.: 
50 cts. 

Tho truth-telier is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Ectraot. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal end Ethical Societies, 


Pandera, was stoned and hanged for sorcery about 
75 years B.C. Oloth, 446 pages, with full Index. 
Fue $1.50. Fc^mer price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office. . 


For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prog, ; . ; $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette Plass. Now York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Arruor B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Oban- 
ter III. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chanter VI. Bible Mir- 
&oles and Evolution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu. 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution: Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Sou! 
and Fntffre and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conolnsion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 
MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer. 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—_[Literary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim. 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocsan. 

Bie his ory has a continuity, a rash, a oarrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 

The Sketoh of early Egyptian history, in ths 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Hxtra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.7€. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ B 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood... 10. .sssscesseosersrteseeeeees 28 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. “Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
is Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
3 Essay ou Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
u Laud Question. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents 3 
Charles Bradlaugh....... ........-- € 
16 Why do Men Starve? ‘Chas, Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. PS 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. . 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake. .......... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christian: ity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts....... — 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake.. Je 
30 Philosopby of Secularism. Chas. Watts. 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradiangh... 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh... Menace 
39 Labor's Prayer. Chartes Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logie of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
41 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES; 
1 Original Manna for * God's chosen."....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers. ............ 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
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and a Chinese Mandarin. ......;.......... . 10 

I Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by à Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
oake...... n——— 5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil.......... E: 
11 New Life of Jacob................. eee 5 


12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H... 10 
15 Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. H, 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Brad'augh... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2: 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


ANINA 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., otc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that wil be new to the world and productiv o£ 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav tho immense distribution it so richlr 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEER ER 


Bible of Nature 


OR, THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of “The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Christian Beligion and the Significance 
ofits Rise and Decline," * Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat. 
ure,’ "Household Remedies,” “ The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc. atc 

Felix L. Oswald ia a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social subjects.—{Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Cloth, 139mo, 240pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 


DID MAN FALL? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


By ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of "Is the God 
of Israe! the True God?” 
Paper, 10 centa. 


The Candle From Under the Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - + c - 80 cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


OF 
THE BIBLE. 


1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological; Moral, His- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af. 
firmativ-ly and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 
80-Called inspired word of God. 
By W. B. Burr. 72 pages. Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. Horyoake. 


Price, 10 conta. 
Specimen of fhe Bible. Esther. 
By A. HoLvoaAkr. 

Price, > Wi 10 cents. 

Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 
By A. HoLYoAKF. 

Price, 10 cents. 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 vents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
Bx M. D. Conway. 


Price, - = c 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 


Price. - -  10centa. 


THE NEW AGE. 
Bx W. 8. Bet. 


Price, - - 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price,- - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By Cuaries BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
- sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Price, 


Scientific Materialism: 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 


i44 Morar, THEOLOGIOAL, HISTORICAL, AND 
SrzouLATIVE PROPORTIONS. 
Pric:,:5cents. 


SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU. 


Book of the Gene'ation of Jesus. First Trane, 
from the Hebrew Original Btory or Jesus. 
Price. 15 cents. 


SHELLEY AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORMER, 


By €. SOTHERAN. 
Paper, 8v0, 60 cents ; cloth, 75. 


SHORT 
LESSON IN HISTORY 
FOR CHRISTIANS. 


A CARTOUN 
From The Truth Seeker; July 11, 1885. 
l?x24in. 6 for 33c., 12 for 502., 95 for $1, 100 for $3, 


JOHN'S WAY. Radical Domestic 


Btory. 15cents. By Mre. E. D. Sienker. 


LITTLE LESSONS 
FOR 


LIF LE: FOLK o 


By Mrs. E. D. SLENEER. 
Boards, 4) centa. 


SOUL PROBLEMS 
Wira THEOLOGICAL AMENDMENT AND BTATE PER- 
8 \NALITY. 

By Joacph E. Peck. 

Pap. 252. 


SPIRI TUALISM 


FROM A MATERIALISTIC STAND. i 
POINT. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents, 


Religion Not History. 


axamination of the Morals and History of the New 
Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. 
Price, 25 cents. 


RELIGION of COMMON SENSE. 


By Professor L. Uhlich. 
Price, 35 cents. 


PAINE, VINDICATED, 


Reply to N. Y. Ocserver, 
By R. G. (INGERSOLL. 
With “ ROMAN CATHOLIC OANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents, 


ITS MEANING and TENDENCY. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER TRACTS. 


(Bound.) 


Queries Submitted to the Rench of Bishops : vois, I, 11, III, IV, V, i8mo, 525 pages in each vol 


by a Weak but Zealous Christian, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 


Bx HzneN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN : 


er vol, pap., 60c 


TWELVE TRACIS. 


Bible Worship. 
Darwinism. 
Design Argument. 


Evolution. 


Jesus Not Perfect. 
Underwood's Prayer. 
By B, F. UNDERWOOD. 
25 cente. 


Her Past and Present: Her Rights and | EWO HUNDRED POETICAL RIDDLES. 


Wrongs. 
Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs HISTORY AND ITs IwrLUENOE UPON 
SoorgTY. 


By Dr. Louis BUGHNER, Author of *'Foroeand 


Matter," etc. 
Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities. 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 centa; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. ' 


An Exposé. 


By Sarapin. Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the: 


Dead ? 
Bx SaraDiN. 
Price, - - =- 25 Cents, 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. Dares voor: 
Price, n - 10cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette Pi.. New York. 


For the Instruction aud Amusement of Youth. 
By E. D. Blakeman. 
25 cents, 


TWO LITTLE RED MIYTENS. 


A Story of the Rightway Almsbouse. By Jennie 
Butler Browne. 5 cents. 


UNDERWOOD-MARPLES DEBATE 


| On THE EXISTENCE OF A PERSONAL Gop AND 


INSPIRATION oF BORIPTURES. 
Between B. F. UNDERWOOD and Rev. J. Mar- 


Peper, 35 Diar ; cloth, 60. 


VOLTAIRE IN EXILE. 


Memoirs. 
His Life and Works in France and Abroad. 


| And Unpublished Correspondence With Mme. du 


Chatelet. 
By B. GASTINEAU. 
Price, p paper, 75 cents ; cloth, $1. 


VO AIFS AND WANDERINGS. 
A L beral Novel. 
By BaAMUEL P. Pornam. 
| Pap. Pa 59¢.5 clo., $1. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
By R G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3e-nt3 ; per dezel ,3) ccul:; per 100, #8. 


For all of the above books address 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AWsrUL DISCLOSURES, 


As to New HarL Convent. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession, 
Price, 10 cents, 


POSITIV.ST CALENDAR. 


Bach day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 

Cards, 11x14: printed on hath sides, 25 cente; on 
two cards. 35 cent tg. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHURCH. 


J. E. RxM»nunaG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 7% cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


EGONSORNIC EQUITIES. 
A CowPzwp or tHE NarunanL Laws or 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
Exonaneg. 

By J. K. IsGarrs. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Scienco and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, i X vente —— 


| Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


8:., 300. per dozen, $3 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents; £0 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’? Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Vestern Union Telegraph Company 

Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G, INGERSOLL. 
Prices 8cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 : per 10 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 1(0. 


isthe Bod of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic V ndvalion of Right 


PROTEST ÁGAINBT PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. WuitrorD, M.D. 
Price, 15 conta. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
10 cents. 


Price, . e 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, RHEVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON, 
1cont; 50 cents per hundred ; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R, Burg. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By B. F. Unpzrwoop. 
Ly oce. 10 rents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayettó P., New York, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00.. 
98 Lafayette Pi. Now York. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norrz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, wher received, 
hand them round among your neighbors, or 
jeavé them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. "'onllow much to be done iu this way with 
a little moucy the following discounts are made. 
On ono dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Suelton’s Letior. Bennett... 3 
29 Paino Hall Dedication, Underwood........ 5 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ................ 4. 2 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 2 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z...... 2 
39 The Truo Saint. S, P. Putnam............. 1 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 8 
4% Cruelty & Credulity of tho Human Race... 3 
49 Sensiblo Conclusions. W. E. Guild.......... 5 
52 Marplos-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 3 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 5 
68 Prophecies, Underwood....... —— 2 
62 Tho Jews and their God....... ^. 10 
63 Tho Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 3 
64 Ills we Kndure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. b 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologieus, D.D. 2 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 5 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon... . 8 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. ©. A. Codman . 2 
73 Foundations. John Syphers..... er 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 3j 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett. . 10 
"6 Reply to E. F. Brawn. Bennett... e 8 
77 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett... 6 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 1 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Itumphroy. 5 
84 Moody ou Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 

89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson... 

90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ........ 


91 OurldeasofGod. B.F. Underwood.. 
94 Tho New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ é 
97 Special Providences. W. 8. Bell. 5.2 


98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slonker. .............-- 2 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... 5 
202 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 2 


204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
i05 Decadeuce of Christiav'ty. Capphro..... 2 


107 I'he Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. .% Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
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115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett......... 2 
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116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... 

117 Constantine the Great. Preston... 

119 The New Faith. Stoddard....... seis 

120 The New Age. W, S. Bell....... stie ets 1 
4 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett,......... 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 

[00:1 AETHERE 
624 Sinful Saints. ; 
125 German Liberalism. | Neymann............ 2 
126 Crimes and Cruclties of Christianity. Un- 

Aevwo0d.......eeeeserreeeeee EDT 
180 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evaugelists........ 
131 Christian Love, ©. L. James.. 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology 
241 Intidclity. H. W. Beecher..... 
243 Synopsis of All Religions, Saxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkmns............... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus sees 
749 Ago of Shams......... cerent 
245 lf You Take Away my Religion? Whos 

Will You Give Me Instead, Martin... 10 
250 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman.....eeeeeese cerent nennen nnne 
i5i What isthe Bible? M. W. H.. Seis 
352 A Remarkable Book. Douglas............ 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway............ 
255 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer. 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 
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160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman 
161 Protestant Persccutions........cccessceeeees 3 
162 Biehthand Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. -Bonnett .esesssssossesissssscsresoicos 
164 Bible Impeached. | Chapman......... BS hes 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES, 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D.................- I EE 6 

2 Evolution: Homogeneous to Heteroge- 
neous.  Underwood............... eee 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin, e 5 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. MoeCarroll...... 2 
3 
2 
0 


T Death. Frederic R, Marvin, M.D......... 
8 ITow Marsupial Animals Propagato........ m 
9 Tho Unseen World. Prof. J. Fisko.......... 
20 Tho Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures... Lese eene rennen sosse 10 
11 Is America Now World? Dawson ......... 10 
i2 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D..............ssses D 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium..... ec fee Use ERE 


«i See note at head of column. 
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LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
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Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . . 


©. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 TEE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ° 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such emiuent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 


HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 
The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S "Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 


has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Alwsys on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Eeclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

ff you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and Jet the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It demands the taxation of church property. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


° Send 83 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S.BELL'S PAMPHLETS|Th, Modum 


LIBERTY ANT &ORALITY, 
PRIOE, 15 CENTS. 


Science Essayisl 


Ten Oents Hach. 


Accept my thanks for your exceilent and useful | i. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 


discourse.—Janies Parton. 3 
lam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it inMan.—T. B. Wakeman. : 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
aple paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
Age. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 OENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
ltake great pleasure in recommending *' Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested. not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
3. J.MoOabe. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CERIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. | 


BY MRR. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creaiton, 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 
RS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. du 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
arent 
leas, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
zoing to Obicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in tie city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just sneh a story 
of human life as we should expect Oolonsl Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admiros 
and appreciates is sure to he wortb tho attentior 
of the rest of the world _ Price ?5 sents. 
Address TRE TRUTE SENKER 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seorstary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 conta. 

Address Tax TRUTH Seren Company. 


THE SAFEST CREED 


TWELVE OTHER DISCOURSES OF REASON. 
By 0O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra oloth, 12mo. 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB COO. 


philosophy. By 
'HOMPSON. 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. JOHN W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
: ow auns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By D:. Rossires 
RAYMOND 

7 TRE DESCENT OF MAN: Bis orizin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. GOPR. 

8. EVOLCTICN OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BOBERT Q. ECCLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. Ey JAMES A. SKIL- 
TON. . 

10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.Bipwxv 
Sampson, 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Newson OC. 
PaRSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RX LIGIOUS 
‘THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWwIOE. 


Mr. DANIEL GREERLEAF 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By 8TARR 


Royt NICHOLS. 

15. THE EF*ECT8 OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING CIVILIZATION. By Mort J. 
AVAGE, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
23 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
tor 2o cents. Address THE TRUTH SEERER 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Btem-winders, $2 50, $4. 
$6. Beat grades in gilverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jew: 18. $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 cuace coin silver case. add $350: 4 
ounce, $450: 5 ounce, $6. In dest opeu-tace 
filled gota, duat-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jaw- 
els, $1750: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.20; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


Tre New Model “Oito Wettsiein" Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine. $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23 50; 5 ounce, 
395. BEST open-face filled crow care. $27; hinged. 
$30: bun ung: $26: Louis XIV style, $2 «o $10 more. 
Ladies? best gold rlled, 7 jewels. $17: 11 jewale, 
$18 50; 15 jew’ ls, $25; aGjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $:0 to $20 more. Kuby and diamond orna- 
mentationg up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 8 atone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a msguifisent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
prilliants, $200, worth $300; one do. heart-shape 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. Ailbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Liberal Meetings. 7 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
“reethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information, 


T'he.sanhatran Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Mesis every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect. 
uresend discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Ehe Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
3t.. Newark, N. J. Lecinres and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


msets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an 

Wood sis., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
fres disonasions on religious and social questiona, 
A bls speakera interest the audience. N.B.—T ruth 
Saeker publicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates, 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 


Lectures and debates. Rtrangers f 
: rom 
are woloome. abroad 


The Secular Society of Kent, 8., 
Moots semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M.. at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo, 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m., at 412 Nicollet 
2ve.Roorms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macompen,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Set, 


Bizar Wright Secniar Union 
Of Alliance, O.. meets the first and fourth Sun- 
dev&8 of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:20 A, M. Free digeusaion on al] Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTA SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited, R. G. SMITA, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Wa!la Eib ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 


nal Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discuseions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. CALDER, Bec, 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 


Grend ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lect 
by debates, The public cordially weed 


Sretherhood of Moralisis, No, 903, 
Prairie Cit». Ia., 


Meots every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
bell at 2:30pm. All L berals i in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Gor. Bec. are- eee ae 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hali, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi 
tation 18 extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Woines Secular Union 
Holds regular meptinga at Good Templar Hall 
Fiyne Block, S.E corne: Tth and Locust streeta, 
Lectures followed by diecussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FBANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. ‘J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL S. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Pert Angelcs Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, BOngS&» and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal titerature distrib- 
uted free. FRANE MORSE, Bec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and  Hzact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cieth, - 


$1.09. 


T: 


Is a regulariy educated 
aud tegaily qualified Phy» 
siciun. and the most suec- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send toets. for his "Pri- 
vute Counselor." a book 


for young and middle aged 
meu, sutiering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
ns the result of youthful 
deseretions and 
It sets forth an 
al Ajplication.—s 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timet 
Its cost. and should be in 
the hauds of shase afllict 
ed. 


$ners have been rrequent- 
sssiled and exposed by 


T 
he press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prates- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National View. 


P. FELLOWS, 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we kuow about Dr Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know tbat he is & reliable gentleman ot 
rare professional skill, who has earned euccess by 
good work: Second that he fulfills all bas agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he hae perfcrmed 
cures of hopeless cages that in the olden time bis 
skill would bave been called miraculour, Fourth, 
and last: we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—TAe Better Way. < 


464 | 
ews of the Week. 


Exeramp, it is said, will retake from our 
gunboats all Canadian sealers seized for acis 
that are illegal under the seal-fishery treaty. 


SrANLEX was married on the 10th to Miss 
Dorothy Tennant, an artistic and literary 
London lady. He is ill with the jungle fever, 
and had to sit at the altar. 


Gissoss and Tasche- 
regu are each named for 
the next pope. 


Lonpow has had par- 
tial strikes among post- 
men, policemen, and 
military. 


Tax sugar trust will 
carry on its operations 
under a new form, 80 a8 
to evade the law. 


Tux Russian war office 
has demanded the larg- 
est number of recruits in 
its history, 270,000. 


Bismarokx wiil obtain 
re-entrance to the Ger- 
man parliament by being 
elected from a district. 


Bote 7 


com. 
MEAS 


DxxooRaT8 say that if 
the federal election bill 
is passed ite carrying out 


as 


will be resisted by force. EA 
tae 
J. D. ROOKEFELLER, the 225 
Standard Oil monopolist, 2 
has given the Baptist 22 


Educational Society an- 
other $100,000. 


New York cloakmak- 
ers, male, who were get- 
ting $6 a week, struck 
several weeks ago, and 
are in much suffering. 


A TORNADO near St. 
Paul last Sunday de- 
molished many houses 


WORLD'S SAGES, T 
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AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 


New Schools of 
tists, etc. 


ought. 


a Eminent. 
(who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


Boien- 


ent. VO, 1,075pp., oloth, $3; 


leather, $4; MOr., g» 6., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Satan, 


the Hoiy 


HINKERS,| GODS AND RELIGIONS 
[n 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, 


o 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, end the Bible. 


8v0, 835pp. 


Yol. II. Denovibes Fully all 


the Religious Systems of the World. 


8vo, 957pp. 
rocco, 


gilt edges, 


Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols. $5; leather, $7 


; MO- 


$8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Ghost, 


| Gens of Thougit. 


i 

| Lr is a difficult thing to bestow a charity in 
(Buch a way as not to do harm to the bene- 
ficiary.— M. P. Crandon. 


Tun Christian church of the fourth and fifth 
centuries, by ite indiscriminate almsgiving on 
a large scale, helped on the degeneration of 
the Roman state.— Prof. Wm. G. Sumner. 


Ir what the majority 
regard as ‘“ dangerous ” 
opinions are not to be 
tolerated, then liberty 


n r 
| | dies and progress ceases. 
| 


r iig 


| 
| 


— M. J. Savage. 


| i Tae problem of the 
gtate is, how differing 


| i men may get along to- 


gether, and not how 
agreeing ones may.— 
Bierbower. 


A NEUTRAL state of 
feeling [Epicurus taught] 
is necessarily imperiled 
by a greedy pursuit of 
pleasures; hence the 
dictum, to be content 
with little isa great good ; 
because little is most 
easily obtained. The 
regulation of the desires 
is therefore of high mo- 
ment. According to Epic- 
urus, desires fall into 
three grades. Some are 
natural and necessary, 
such as desire of drink, 
food, or life, and are 
easily gratified. But 
when the uneasiness of a 
want is removed, the 
bodily pleasures admit of 
no further increase ; any- 
thing additional only 


and killed or injured a 


vartées the pleasure. 
Hence the luxuries which 
go beyond the relief of 
our wants are thoroughly 
superfluous; and the 


large number of per. 
sons. 


ExcramD has called on 
Canada to expend a mill- 
ion a year on military 
defenses, 88 was agreed 
at the federation, and the province is doing 
80 and arming. 


Ow the 10th there wasa race riot in Fayette 
county, Tenn., in which ten negroes were 
wounded, four fatally, and eight whites 
wounded, one fatally. 


Is view of possible mob assaults, the new 
armory of the First Infantry Illinois Na- 
tional Guard, begun on the 12th, will be built 
to withstand a siege of any common shot. 


Ar Dartmouth, N. 8., on the 11th, by the 
slipping of a chain part of a bridge sunk and 
600 persons awaiting a steamer were thrown 
in the water. A) were rescued but seven or 
eight. 


Jupez Gusev of the Louisiana court of 
appeais said before the National Educational 
Aseociation on the 11th that educational 
suffrage qualification is the solution fpr the 
race problem. 


Ar Avondale, Ala., on the night of the 9th, 
Rev. Daniel Martin attacked Samuel Walker, 
who was accompanying home a girl of whom 
the preacher was jealous, and split his head 
with an ax. He wounded Marshal Fitz- 
gerald when arrest was attempted, and fled. 


On the 8th a tornado did much damage in 
Maine and neighboring states. At Winthrop, 
Me., it signified divine disapproval of 
churches by precipitating the belfry of the 
M. E. church through the roof of a dwelling 
near by, inflicting on an old lady a probably 
fatal injury. 


Ow the 12th the fireman of a train on the 
Chicago and Northwestern railroad became 
insane, and grappled the engineer with deadly 
intentions. The train was left unguided for 
a long run, and would hay been wrecked at 
the first unturned switch, when the train- 
men, suspecting something wrong from the 
train’s passing stations, climbed ahead and 
overpowered the madman. 


PARLIAMENT has given electric companies 
right to erect poles and wires on buildings 
against owners’ consent, and enter at any 
time to inspect or repair them. Bradlaugh 
opposed, pointing out that in America it was 
not allowable to attach wires to property 
without the cwner’a permission, and warn- 
ing Parliament that they were authorizing. 
configcation of property rights without com- 
pensation. 


Gowrzzs said at the National Temperance 
Congress a month ago that the eight-hour 
movement is favorable to temperance, and 
that men are driven to bar-rooms by long 
hours, Declarations by London men of note 
being adduced against him, he has written to 
London and obtained proof that these dec- 
larations were never made. John Burns 
writes that short hours decreases demand 
for drink and increases request for libraries 

' and the like. 


hearkened unto their voice. 
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SAUL IS COMPELLED TO TAKE SOME REFRESHMENTS. 
But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his servants, together with the woman, compelled him, and he 


ruth Seeker Annua 


| =, 
reelhinkens’ Alwar, 
1590. 


(E. M. 290.) 
*UWITH+ILLUSTRATIONS.+ 


So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.—1 Sam. xxviii, 23. 
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desires arising from them 
(forming the second grade) 
though natural, are not 
necessary. A. third class 
of desires is neither nat- 
ural nor necessary, but 
begotten of vain opinion ; 
such as the thirst for civic honors, or for 
power over others; those desires are the 
most d ficult to gratify, and even if gratified, 
entail upon us trouble, anxiety, and peril. 
Epicurus did not, however, deprecate positiv 
pleasure. If it could be reached without 
pain, and did not reault in pain, it was a pure 
good; and, even if it could. not be had with- 
out pain, the question was still open, whether 
it might not be well worth the price. But in 
estimating the worth of pleasure, the absence 
of any accompanying pain should weigh 
heavily in the balance. . . A man 
could not be happy until he had surmounted. 
the fear of death and the fear of gods instilled 
by the current fables, which disturbed all 
tranquillity of mind; until he had banished 
those factitious desires that pushed him into 
contention for wealth, power, or celebrity ; 
nor unless he behaved with justice to all, and 
with activ devoted friendship toward a few. 
Such a mental condition, which Epicurus 
thought it was in every man’s power to 
acquire by appropriate teaching and compan- 
ionship, constituted virtue; and was the sure 
as well as the only precursor of genuin happi- 
ness. A mind thus undisturbed and purified 
was sufficient to itself. The mere satisfaction 
of the wants of life, and the conversation of 
friends, became then felt pleasures; if more 
could be had without preponderant mischief, 
so much the better; but nature, disburthened 
of her corruptions and prejudices, required 
no more to be happy. This at least was as 
much as the conditions of humanity admitted : 
a tranquil, undisturbed, innocuous, non- 
competitiv fruition.— Bain’s Moral Science, 


ALL places, that the eye of heaven visits, 

Are to a wise man ports and happy havens: 

Teach thy necessity to reason thus ; 

There is no virtue like necessity. 

Think not, the king did banish thee ; 

But thou the king: Woe doth the heavier sit, 

Where it Ds and it i8 but faintly borne. 

Go, say—I sent thee forth to purchase honor, 

And not—the king exiled thee: or suppose, 

Devouring pestilence hangs in our air, 

And thou art flying to a fresher clime. 

Look, what thy soul holds dear, imagin it 

To lie that way thou go’st, not whence thou 
com’st : 

Suppose the singing birds, musicians ; 

The grass, whereon thou tread’st, the presence 
strew’'d ; 

The flowers, fair ladies; and thy steps, no 
more . 

Than a delightful measure, or a dance: 

For gnarling sorrow hath less power to bite 

'The man that mocks at it, and seta it light. 

—Bhakspere. 


Hasır is a forestalled and obstinate judge. 
—Rush. 


Hasir a second nature? Habit is ten times 
nature !—Duke of Wellington. 


Ong nervous system grows to the modes in 
which it has been exercised.— Dr. Carpenter, 
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Hotes and (lippings. 


Mns. Ina L, Lires, of Hayes City, Neb., 
has the reputation of being one of the smart- 
est lawyers in the state. She is only twenty- 
nine years old, but she has been an enthusi- 
astic law student ever since she was seventeen 
years of age. 


A Congo nativ who has been taught to 
read and write, has just sent a letter, his 
first, to the archbishop of Canterbury. It is 
as follows: ‘Great and Good Chief of the 
Tribe of Christ, Greeting: The humblest of 
your servants kisses the hem of your garment, 
and begs you to send to his fellow-servants 
more gospel and less rum.” 


Con, Errxorr Fisrawrum SHEPARD added 
to his usual scripture quotation yesterday a 
series of elegant extracts from the works of 
the Hon. Henry Wanderwit Blair. The king 
of the cranks, says the Sun, will not relish 
the juxtaposition. He is jealous of the Bible, 
and to say the truth, it does not contain 
nearly as many words as one of his speeches. 


For several years the local bands hav given 
weekly open-air concerts at Seaside and 
Washington parks, at Bridgeport, Conn., on 
Wednesday and Saturday evenings. It is 
now proposed by the Wheeler Wilson band 
to giv Bunday afternoon concerts at Seaside 
park, and such a concert is announced for 
next Sunday. Business men and working 
people are largely in favor of these concerts, 
but at the morning prayer-meeting on Satur- 
day, of church people, a resolution was 
adopted protesting against a profanation of 


the Sabbath, and agreeing to use all means 
within their power to prevent the concerts 
from being given. 


Caprain Brinar, of the British navy, who 
is said to hav visited more islands of the 
Southern Pacific than any otber man, remarks 
that in all his travels he never saw a cannibal 
who was not ashamed of the practice, except 
on the island of New Britain. They are 
cannibals of another sort, evidently, who told 
Coquilhat in Central Africa that the nobler 
the animal the better the food, and they 
could conceive of no finer aliment than human 
flesh. 


From Saratoga comes a story of trouble 
between the Roman Catholic priest and the 
electric light company at Schuylerville. 
Under legal powers, the latter were about 
erecting a pole opposit the Catholic church, 
but the priest objected and opposed the com- 
pany’s men by physical force. It is nothing 
new for the Catholics to object to enlighten- 
ment, comments Secular Thought, but in this 
case there is an idea that it may be necessary 
to call out the soldiery to protect the 
workmen. 


AT the meeting of the Chicago American 
Secular Union on Sunday, July 6th, the fol- 
lowing was unanimously adopted: ** Whereas, 
During the past year prize fights hav been of 
frequent occurrence in this city and through- 
out the country; now, therefore, we, the 
‘Seculars,’ in public meeting assembled at 
the Princess Opera House, Chicago, this 
(Sunday) evening, do emphatically denounce 
the same as injurious to good morals and 
inconsistent with the spirit of the age, and 
that we call upon all Jaw-abiding people to 


assist in discouraging this vice which has 
disgraced the American people.” : 


** J NoTIOED & queer thing recently in Phila. 
delphia," said a New York man the other 
day. “It was Sunday, and all the street.cars 
ran as usual except that there were no bells 
on the horses. They told me that was the 
law there. They hav to wear bells week- 
days, so that people will notice them coming 
and get out of the way, but Sundays, appar. 
ently, it does not make any difference 
whether folks are run over or not. The 
proprieties are observed you see, but business 
is not interfered with.” 


THE cause of woman's suffrage has received 
an unexpected impetus in the American Con- 
gress. The House committee on the judiciary 
has reported in favor of proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution granting it. Minor- 
ity reports before hav favored it. Thus the 


present speaker, Mr. Reed, prepared and 


presented to the forty-sixth Congress the 
views of the minority; as did Hon. E. B. 
Taylor in the forty-ninth. But this is the 
first favorable majority report. There seems 
to hav been no dissent. The report claims 
suffrage for woman because otherwise she 
really has no means of consenting to the gov- 
ernment; and the Declaration recites that 
** governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of the governed." There are 
twelve million of voting age. No matter if 
all would not vote; all men do not. This is 
no reason for unjustly withholding a privilege. 
They are intellectually qualified, the report 
recites. Even as rulers of the greatest nations 
they hav succeeded. There would be less 
discord at home if they could do part of their 
talking at the polls. If the polls are not 


orderly and decent, they would make them 
80. They go every place else without raising 
the question of propriety. Their right to 
acquire and hold separate property has not 
impaired the domestic relations of married 
people, but has made women much more 
useful members of society. 

Prinos BismMarox, some eighteen years 
ago, came to the conclusion that women are 
not to be Judged according to a more rigid 
standard than men. So he instructed the 
German embassador to turn a deaf ear to 
what the Montpensiera said about Queen 
Isabella. All, he contended, that should be 
required of a female monarch in the way of 
morality was what men of the world de- 
manded of each other. The duchess de 
Montpensier’s rivalry to her sovereign and 
sister was based on her own superior virtue. 
All that rivalry, however, seems now a long 
way back in the past. Isabella worships her 
Montpensier grandchildren, who are red. 
headed imps with, what is rare in Spain, 
freckled faces. She is now suffered to liv as 
she likes and talk as she pleases, without 
giving offense to anybody. There never, 
perhaps, was a more plainly outspoken tongue 
than hers. The empress Eugenie used to 
make a great fuss toward the close of the 
empire about the hereditary and other ante- 
cedents of ladies who wanted to be presented 
to her. She was apprised one day of the 
marriage of a certain duke, an ex-assistant to 
an apothecary, whom, for peace sake, Isabella 
had ennobled, and was asked to receive the 
lady. '* Whois this duchess?” said Eugenie 
to her former liege lady. ‘ There’s nothing 
to be objected to in her,” said Isabella 
“she’s rich, and I hear that she's the pope's 
daughter. One cannot go higher than that.” 
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Communications. 


The Christian Chureh vs. Reason and Justice. 


There was one period of twelve hundred years 
within the historical era, in which justice was ignored 
and reason branded as & crime. During this period 
the devotees of science were immured in dungeons, 
gibbeted on the scaffold, or burnt at the stake 
alive, by authority of the Christian church; and so 
completely did ecclesiasticism suppress scientific 
investigation, and discourage the arta and sciences, 
that this period of church domination is familiarly 
known as the “ Dark Ages,” and the history of bar- 
barism furnishes nothing that will compsre with it 
for tyranny, war, oppression, and wrong, except it 
be the history of God's chosen people 88 recorded in 
` the Bible. Those magnificent libraries at Alexandria 
and Tripoli, containing the scientific and literary 
wealth of the world, were utterly and wantonly de- 
stroyed by the band of Christian vandals, and then it 
was that the bright era of pagan intelligence was 
superseded by the long dark nighé of OChristisn 

' ignorance and superstition. Dr. Draper informs us 
that during this pericd, scientific investigation was 
branded as a crime, and men in terror burnt their 
libraries to save themselvs and families from destruc- 
tion. But then why not? Did not Moses command 
us by divine authority “not to pity or spare,” but to 
kill even our nearest kinsmen if they suggested a 
change from the popular religious belief? Paul, 
after he had propsgated the horrid and loathsome 
doctrins of “ original sin,” “total depravity,” “ pre. 
destination,” and that God loved one child and hated 
another before either of them was born, and that 
the Lord sends his children “strong delusions to 
believe a lie that they might be damned because 
they believed not the truth "—8after propagating these 
and other doctrins so contrary to the best impulses 
of our natures, he coolly declares that if anyone else, 
“even an angel from heaven, should preach any 
other doctrin, let him be accursed.” He warned his 
followers to * beware that no man spoil you with 
philosophy.” Eusebius, the great church historian 
of the fourth century, taught that “science is false, 
and investigation useless.” Martin Luther, the father 
of Protestant Christianity, declared that “Reason 
was a poisonous beast with many dragon heads—sn 
ugly bride of the devil, and the all-cruelesit enemy of 
God.” In his last sermon at Wittenburg, just be- 
fore his death, he branded reason as “the Great 
Harlot,” “the Devil’s Bride,” and * Worst seducer 
of mankind.” 

Under such leadership, is it to be wondered at 
that the Christian world retrogressed into a state of 
ignorance and barbarism, and that Christianity be- 
came an inveterate foe to science? i 

Daring thirteen hundred years Christianity gave 
to the world not a single astronomer, chemist, or 
philosophėr ; but during that time it produced an 
Indicopleustes who enlightened the church on geog- 
raphy by representing in his * Cosmas" that the 
‘earth was an oblong square inclosed by high walls 
with upper and lower stories, and that in the upper 
story angels manipulated a system of water-works, 
consisting of numerous large cisterns, to regulate 
the amount of rain on the earth. Then there was 
Cosmas, another biblical philosopher, who wrote his 
“Christian Topography " (as he says in his preface) 
“to denounce the false and heathen doctrins of the 
rotundity of the earth.” He taught in this work, 
that the “Tabernacle in the wilderness was a cor- 
rect model of the universe,” that the earth was “a 
rectangular plain four hundred days’ journey east 
and west, and two hundred north and south, from 
one extremity to the other. This oblong rectangu- 
lar plain” was, according to this Christian philoso- 

' pher, “tilted a little to the south, which causes the 
Euphrates, Tigris, and other rivers running south, to 
run very rapidly, because they run down hill; while 
those running north, like the Nile, run more slowly, 
because they hav to run up hill.” These truly scien- 
tific treatises received the unqualified sanction of the 
church authorities, and were approved as standard. 
In these two so-called scientific writers we hav cor- 
rect samples of what the church is capable of pro- 
ducing when left to exert her power unrestrained by 
the modifying and elevating influence of modern In- 
fidelity. 

The ehureh during this period also produced some 
distinguished historians ss well as philosophers. 
Benting, in his “Itinerary of the Holy Scriptwres,” 
written on his return from a tour to the Holy Land 
in 1581, describes the Dead sea as “changing color 
three times a day.” “It spit forth fire, threw up 
masses like burning pitch, and which, when they fell 
back, swam about like oxen.” Pierra Bilou, on his 
return to France from a trip to Palestine, also in the 
seventeenth century, reported that he had “seen the 
stone on which the disciples slept while Christ 
prayed ;” “the stone on which Christ sat when he 
raised Lszarus;” “the Lord's footprints in the 
solid rock at the place where he ascended up to 
heaven," and also “the stone which the builders 

rejected.” Between Bethlehem and Jerusalem is a 


field covered with pebbles, which he accounted for | 


as follows: “A peasant was sowing peas on this field, 
and the Virgin passing by, inquired what he was 
sowing. He answered pebbles, and his peas were 
turned to pebbles.” Verily a joke on the peasant ! 


Eugene Roberts was a Christian map-maker of the 
same century, and in his “Standard Map of Pales- 
tine,” he designated the exact place where Samson 
slew the Philistines; where he hid the gates of 
Gaze; the cave in which Adam and Eve hid after 
their expulsion ; the place where Baalam's ass spoke ; 
the tree on which Absalom hung by the hair; the 
place where Jacob and God had their famous wrest- 
ling match ; the exact spot where Elijah started on 
his journey to heaven in his chariot of fire; where 
Lot’s wife was turned to a pillar of salt, and a point 
in the sea where the whale swallowed Jonah. He 
also giva a very interesting and edifying description 
of the basilisk—an animal eighteen inches long, 
shaped like a crocodile, and which killed people by a 
single glance. One of these animals found its way 
into Rome, and commenced killing people by the 
score, and in turn was killed by the prayers of the 
pope. “It is compelled by providence to cry aloud 
three times when it comes out of its cave, and, by 
the mercy of God, it is killed by the crowing of the 
cock.” This writer represented that the Ohurch of 
the Holy Sepuleher was situated exactly at the 
center of the earth, and that the cross on Calvary 
occupied the exact spot where once grew the fatal 
* tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Clement, 
one of the early fathers, describes the phenix as a 
veritable bird. Such was the class of writers pro- 
duced by the church during the Dark Ages, and they 
set the world back a thousand years in its intellectual 
march. 

Be it remembered that the Christian authorities 
accepted the above class of fable-writers as the true 
exponents of philosophy, and approved their false 
statements and driveling rot as scientific truth. But 
while it indorsed this class, what was its attitude 
toward that class of true philosophers who, by ob- 


servation and experiment, were laboring to discover | p 


the grand truths of the universe, and elevate man to 
higher standards of civilization and enlightentüent ? 
We will see. During the fifth century the Christian 
church suppressed the Greek school of science. 
Hypatia, the maiden philosopher of Greece, who was 
the exponent of this school, while on her way to 
lecture to assembled thousands at the temple of 
Serapis, was dragged from her chariot in the streets 
of Alexandria by a Christian mob, forced into an ad- 
joining church, ravished, and brutally murdered, and 
that, too, by the order of a Christian archbishop. 

Roger Bacon was imprisoned fourteen years for 
the crime of practicing chemistry, and died from the 
effects of Christian brutality. 


Copernicus, at the commencement of the sixteenth 
century, wrote an astronomical treatis called, “The 
Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies,” and waited 
thirty-six years before he dared to publish it for fear 
he would be cremated by the church for doing so. 
No sooner did this work appear than it was seized by 
the Christians and burnt, and the author would hav 
suffered a like fate at their hands had he not died 
the day after his work was issued from the press, 
and thus was this malignant ecclesiastical monster 
cheated out of one victim by the merciful agency of 
death. Martin Luther, an old brute in human form, 
called this great Hungarian scientist “a fool and an 
upstart,” and disposed of his grand discoveries by 
saying, “Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, 
which he would not hav done if the sun did not 
move.” 

Galileo near the close of the sixteenth century in- 
vented the telescope, discovered the laws of falling 
bodies, also the belts across Jupiter and the rings 
around Saturn, and for the commission of this hei- 
nous crime against Christian ignorance and supersti- 
tion, he was seized, thrown into a prison, and forced 
to recant and denounce the glorious truths he had 
discovered, under penaity of being burnt at the stake 
alive. He was, notwithstanding, incarcerated in a 
dungeon, and during the remaining ten years of his 
life was treated with the most remorseless barbarity. 


Bruno in the sixteenth century, for the like offense 
against Christianity of making astronomical discov- 
eries, was burnt alive. 


Calvin, the Protestant tyrant at Geneva, burnt at 
the stake Michael Servetus, the distinguished Span- 
ish physician, because he had the unpardonable 
effrontery to contend with the old Geneva fiend that 
it was impossible for a son to be as old as his father. 
Such was the treatment dealt out to the world's 
great intellectual and moral heroes by the Christian 
church during the period of its dominant power, and 
these Christian barbarities did not cease until the 
Christian world was compelled to call a halt in its 
bloody career by such. grand old patriots and philan- 
thropists as the immortal Thomas Paine, Jefferson, 
Franklin, and a host of other noble Infidels of the 
eighteenth century. 

To show with what tenacity the infamous church 
system adhered to its policy of persecution and 
cruelty, we will refer to a single instance among 


hundreds of others of a like character we might 
mention. 

In 1771 Dr. Joseph Priestly, a noted chemist of 
England, discovered oxygen, the basis of life. In 
1791 his house, library, and laboratory was burnt and 
utterly destroyed by an orthodox Obristian mob, and 
he was forced to flee to America for protection. 

Yet in the face of a record of this kind, a record 
which for outrage, injustice, and cruelty would 
shame hell itself, modern Ohristians hav the audacity 
to claim for their putrid, man-degrading system of 
religion all the scientific advancement of the age, 
when in fact they hav been a horrid obstruction in 
the way of man’s intellectual and moral advancement 
ever since their organization as a religious body. 

. Gainsville, Ga., July 9, 1890. WARREN Sutru. 
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A Basket of Bottles. 
DAMNED FOR THEIR PARENTS’ BİN. 

Dr. Legrand du Saule, a celebrated French physician, 
claims that seventy-five per cent of epileptic children in 
Paris hospitals are born of intemperate parents. 

The best time to let mischief alone is before it is 
meddled with, and the best time to prevent crime is 
before the influences occur which will cause its 
perpetration. 

Doubtless not less than seventy-five per cent of all 
diseases hav the same inception, and all the medical 
skill in the world has never professed to arrest a like. 
amount. So the liquor-dealer counteracts all the 
doctors and has a large stock of death left over, and 
thus ever one man’s cupidity is visited upon other 
people’s children. 

INFANTIL BANDS BONDS OF INTEMPERANOE. 


Correctional, reformatory, and lunatic institutions are in 
existence and multiplying all over the land. 

Their inmates were once babies, who, without a doubt, 
were dressed with too closely pinned bands that compressed 
and crowded the stomach and intestins, and made the 
stomach irritable, calling for something. That ‘‘ something ” 
was administered, perhaps, by the hand of a loving mother 
or father, ‘‘ to stop baby’s restlessness.” ‘That ‘‘ something ” 
was an intoxicant that it ever after craved, till, at length, its 
insatiable appetite led to depravity and a home behind iron 
ars. 

The returns from correctional institutions declare of more 
than nine-tenths of the inmates ‘it was rum that brought 
them here." 

Men and women may legislate, crusade, unite, and pray, 
but not till mothers—women—learn to apply clothing to the 
bodies of newly born infants in a manner that is safe and 
healthful, that frees the stomach from abnormal irritations 
and cravinge, will the time come for ‘‘temperance to encir- 
cle the whole earth."— Mrs. Susan T. Converse in Foote's 
Health Monthly for May, 1889. 


The above statement may seem to some far-fetched, 
but the logic is legitimate and the facts spesk for 
themselvs. I hav always regarded tight swathing of 
babies as both uncomfortable and injurious, but hav 
not before heard from a woman who decidedly 
declared that infant’s belly-bands were bonds of iniq- 
uity. Mrs. Converse proves her point, so, mothers, 
be careful. 

WHOSE CRIME ? 

It is nothing less than a crime for temperance men of New 
Jersey to defeat the only practical measure which there was 
8 chance that the people would sustain, and to throw the 
state into the hands of the liquor-sellers.— New York Trib. 
une, August 8th. 

This boomerang, aimed at the Prohibitionists, 
comes back with a vengeance upon the Republicans. 
How could the state be thrown into the liquor- 
seller's hands except by the Republican’s effort or 
neglect? "The only practical measure is that of the 
Prohibitionists, and if the people will not sustain 
that, so much the worse for the people, whoever 
they are. . 

BALOONACY. 


* You temperance folks are running temperance 
into the ground," we are often told. I do not know 
how temperance can be run into the ground—its 
course is always elevating; but intemperance will 
surely run men into the earth, or deeper, for its 
trains all run on the down grade. 

Perhaps I shall be by some called a slow scholar 
for not knowing that temperance should never be 
carried into politics, for I hav often read it from the 
quills of befuddled editors, heard it from the 
campaign stump, reform club platform, and gospel 
mission, and been kept awake nights hearing drunken 
men applaud the sentiment to the echo. 

The saloon demands all the room there is in poli- 
tics, but whether it will continue to hav it or not 
depends upon whether it can keep the people stupe- 
fied enough to permit its universal sway. 

OHINEBE AND CHRISTIAN. 

Chinese history tells us that three thousand years ago the 
art of distillation was discovered in China, but the effect of 
distilled liquors was found to be so corrupting and demoral- 
izing that distilling was prohibited. The man who had made 
the discovery was banished tc a lonely isle, and there com- 
pelled to spend the remainder of his days. (I am afraid 
that a great many tramps who walk our streets, wondering 
why they are not as rich as other men, would object to such 
a law in America.) Thus the art was lost and was not re- 
discovered until in the eleventh century, when it was again 
brought into use, this time by the Arabians. 

China got along very well without whisky, to 
begin with, and indeed for three thousand years has 
maintained the integrity of its government without 
much war, whilst our Christian countries hav been 
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fighting among themselvs all along, when they were 
so obfuscated with drink they did not know what 
their row was all about. 

If you say Christian countries are in advance of 
China in civilization, I ask, Did whisky help them to 
be so? And again, how much farther might they be 
advanced had not early Christianity done all it could 
to block the wheels of progress and beat back the 
light of the East ? 

PIETY, POTEEN, AND POTATIES. 


Oh! no wonder that we Oirish boya 
Are all 80 free and frisky, , 

The good Saint Pat, he taught us that, 
As well as to drink whisky ; 

Och! to be sure, he had the knack 
And understood distillin’, 

His mother kept a shebeen shop 
Near the town of Enniskillen. 


Pity and poteen together hav been too much for 
the paddies, and that is why they hav to liv on po- 
tatios. Except for drink and devotion, the sons of 
the Green Isle might to-day be as they were before 
William the Norman, the brightest &nd most pros- 
perous of the divisions in the now United Kingdom. 
So long as John Bull keeps sobér and sends his 
head-tangler to his neighboring cattle, he can remain 
boss of the yard, you know. 

APKA SHRAB. m 

Nativs of India call liquor made and sold by gov- 
ernment license, * Apka Shrab,” government shame 
water. 

The emir of Bokhara has had it stipulated in a 
treaty with Russia that liquors are not to be ad- 
arab except for the diplats and the eastern commu- 
nity. . 

In Constantinople liquor saloons are called Ohris- 
tian drinking-places. 

Ireland's rentage is twelve and a half million 
pounds, her drinkage eleven and one-fourth millions, 
and another large slice for popesge. Alas, poor 
ers ! Piety and poteen makes her liv on pota- 

OeB. ; 

Rev. John Williams, Wesleyan missionary, says 
they are not troubled with Infidel literature in West 
Africa, but floods of rum demoralize the people. 


BREAD OR BEER. 

Hon. Richard Trevillick, & leader among the Knights of 
Labor, considers intemperance the curse of organized labor. 
He says: “The labor question will never be settled until 
the liquor question is. Ifthe money spent for liquor every 
year was turned into the labor channels for two years there 
would not be an idle man in America.” 

I do not care what scheme of law, government, 
society, religion, or philosophy you hav, so long as 
the ideas predominate that liquor is something 
sacred, that a rum-shop is a holy of holies, that it is 
better to buy beer than bread, that there is more 
fun in being a drunken fool than a sober thinker, 
that it pays for the state to take $1.50 for licensing a 
business that robs a man of $10 in money, as much 
more in time, much more in repute and character, 
and causes aD unmeasured amount of crime, society 
will not be a success, and it will remain a doubtful 
proposition if life is worth living. 

THERE I8 BLOOD ON THAT MONEY. 

We see no way for a well-informed Catholic conscience to 
keep a saloon. We wish to God that every Catholic would 
quit the business. Look around. Take a generation or 
iwo. Where does the money made in liquor go? It is bet- 
ter to leave your children without a cent. For there is blood 
on that saloon money—the heart’s blood of insulted, unde- 
servedly despised, neglected, and@heart-broken fathers, 
mothers, wives, and sisters. The guardian angels of the 
poor dejected orphans hav cursed that money, and the 
broken-down drunkard has breatbed upon it the hell-fire of 
his own despair.—Cleveland, O., Catholic Universe. 


If Catholic teachers would always offer such doc- 
trin as this and ecclesiastics enforce it by their dis- 
ciplin, the Roman church would be a less reproach 
to Christendom. Two-thirds of the saloons in this 
country are kept by Catholics. How largely Peter's 
Pence is helped out by the profits I don’t know. 
Certainly there can be no worse heresy to humanity, 
saying nothing of divinity, than intemperance, nor 
by the Oatholic faith can any drunkard inherit the 
kingdom of heaven. Yet that church damns a man 
for looking at the stars, but fellowships him in re- 
tailing hell-fire. 

DIVINITY AND DRUNKENNESS. 


The messiah of antinaturalism sanctioned the use of alco- 
holic drinks by his personal example—nay, by the associa- 
tion of that practice with the rites of a religious sacrament. 
The habit of purchasing mental exaltation—even to a fever- 
dream—at the expense of the body, agreed perfectly with 
the tendencies of a nature-despising fanaticism, and during 
the long night of the Middle Ages monks and priests vied in 
an unprecedented excess of alcoholic riots. Nearly every 
one of the thick-sown convents from Greece to Portugal had 
a Vineyard and a wine.cellar of its own. The monastery of 
Weltenburg, on the upper Danube, operated the largest 
brewery of the German empire.— Felis L. Oswald's Bible of 

ature. : 


There is much to sustain the supposition that 
drunkenness had its origin in devotion to the gods. 
The earliest accounts of worship show Wine used as 
libation to the gods, and it is a relic of this supersti- 
tion that is seen in the custom of tipplers to spill a 
portion of their dram before they drink—for luck, 
they say. But who is luck, unless a god who loves 
liquor? The almost uniform drunkenness of the 


pious people of the past goes farther than anything 
else toward explaining their ferocious persecutions. 


HOW TO SAVE SOULS, i 

Listen to Dr. Hélwig's own defense for accepting the Ohio 
nomination: ** And now, my friends, coming to me as this 
nomination does in this way, I feel myself, and I want you 
all to feel, that the choosing has been of the Lord. I shall 
enter upon the campaign with the same seriousness, with the 
same feeling of deep sincerity and earnestness, as I do in 
preaching a sermon of the gospel. They say, ‘Don’t take 
politics into the pulpit.’ I hav no conscientious scruples 
against a minister entering politics. I thank God that I had 
backbone enough to take an unequivocal position on this 
question years ago. I know nothing that will save so many 
souls as the success of the politics of the Prohibition party. 
The politics that will close the nine thousand saloons in Ohio 
and the one hundred and seventy-three thousand breweries, 
distilleries, and saloons in the United States, will save more 
souls than hav been saved in this country in the last quarter 
of a century.” — Protest, 1889. 

The best way to keep men out of hell is to keep 
hell out of men, and in no way can men get so much 
hell into them as by drinking liquors. A temperance 
gospel will go farther than any other toward saving 
men from perdition. When the Ohristian ministers 
all get the sense and courage to-preach and vote 
political temperance on the principle of practical 
righteousness, they will be more useful than orna- 
toe Let our Freethought lecturers take the 

int. 

HOW TO MAKE CRIMINALS. 

Sir Matthew Hale declared, even so long ago as 1670, that 
eighty per cent of the crimes committed in England were 
due to drunkenness. 

And so it has continued, and so it is in the United 
States, only more so, as both British and American 
judges affirm. If eighty per cent of the police power 
had been exercised to stop the drink business, it 
would hav been largely subdued, if not quite 
squelched, whilst direct improvement of morals 
thereby would hav so toned up society in general 
that the other twenty per cent would now be much 
less than it is. 

A ROYAL RUM BILL. 

Mr. Labouchere states the almost incredible fact that in 
the accounts of the expenditure of the British sovereign, 
liquors are set down as costing £9,588; ale and beer, £14,- 
642; wine, £35,888—altogether, £50,118 for intoxicating 
drinks. So much for the social example of the royal family. 

It takes a deal of stimulant to screw the Chris- 
tian courage up to defend the faith in the divine 
right of kinge, queens, and their jacks. $250,000 is 
rather a steep rum bill for one poor family, but the 
dear people who hav it to pay for their kind mistress 
and her precious childrea should be congratulated 
that they do not hav it to drink themselvs. So long 
as hell-broth has got to be made of good wheat and 
barley, to keep the farmers from idleness it is well to 
keep a worthless royal family on hand to consume 
the cursed stuff. I do not envy the royal majesty 
any more; it should hav cur largest sympathy. 


BENATOR INGALLB BAYS IT DOES PROHIBIT. 

Kansas has abolished the saloon. The open dram-shop 
traffic is as extinct as the sale of indulgences. A drunkard 
isa phenomenon. The bar-keeper has joined the troubadour, 
the crusader, and the mound-builder. The brewery, the 
distillery, and the bonded warehouse are known only to the 
archeologist. It seems incredible that among a population 
of 1,700,000 people, extending from the Missouri river to 
Colorado, and from Nebraska to Oklahoma, there is not a 
place where the thirsty or hilarious wayfarer can enter and, 
laying down a coin, demand his glass of beer. This does 
not imply that absolute drouth prevails everywhere, or that 
“ social irrigation " has entirely disappeared. But the habit 
of drinking is dying out. Temptation being removed from 
the young and the infirm, they hav been fortified and 
redeemed. The liquor-seller, being proscribed, is an outlaw, 
and his vocation disreputable. Drinking, being stigmatized, 
is out of fashion, and the consumption of intoxicants has 
enormously decreased. Intelligent and conservativ observers 
estimate the reduction at ninety per cent; it cannot be less 
than seventy-five. 

Prohibition prohibits. The prediction of its opponents 
has not been verified; immigration has not been repelled, 
nor has capital been diverted from the state. The period 
has been one of unexampled growth and development.— 
The Forum. 


There is one rum lie nailed. Nobody need say 
again “ Prohibition doesn’t prohibit.” If Freethink- 
ers do not want to wake up some fine morning and 
find the best work for humanity done while they 
were dreaming, they need to bestir themselvs and 
help kill the master curse of man. Don’t be copper- 
heads in this war of emancipation. 

UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENT. 

The statistics of the state of Maine show that twenty years 
ago nineteen farms of twenty were under mortgage. But 
now, under twenty years of Prohibition strictly enforced 
and obeyed all over the state, except in some of the princi- 
pal cities, only one farm in twenty is mortgaged. That is 
the best argument ever used for Prohibition.— Boston Inves- 
tigator. 

And is it not a good enough argument? Take 
off the rum tax arid the people can better afford to 
pay a dozen other taxes. It is the single tax—the 
rum tax—that is playing hell with the farmers and 
everybody else in this country. What sense is there 
in Freethinkers whining that other people pay a 
hundred-million-dollar gospel tax, while they help to 
pay, or hav nothing against it to say, a billion-dollar 
guzzler tax? And an equal amount is lost in the 
guzzler’s time, as much more in crime and courts, 
as much more in poor-houses, crazy-houses, and 
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prison-houses, whilst the demoralization bill does not 
come within the rules of arithmetic. 
T'yngsboro, Mass. Josx P. Gui. 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
Says Dr. Voelkel in his Free Religious Sunday 


Paper: “The Dissenters in Austriaare entirely with- 
out legal rights. 
nounce the arrival of their newly born children to 
one or another of the state-patented religious ' 
societies (Evangelical, Catholic, and Jewish), and 
let them either be baptized or subjected to the Jew- 
ish custom of circumcision. 
made his snnouncement to the synsgog. It is a 
girl ; had it been s boy then Mr. Rosh would hav had 
to let them perform the ancient ceremony evolved 
from paganism.” 


They are compelled by law to an- 


Hence Mr. Josef Rosh 


Austria must be a paradise for the “elect.” And 


in spite of such evidence as is here given—thousands 
of more examples might be quoted—there are yet 
people who calmly allow the church to hav things 
her own sweet way. 


The decision of the police court of Leipzig in the 


case of “ the State versus the Humboldt Freethinker 
society” has been sustained by the district court. 
This, however, does not end the matter; the case is 
already appealed to a higher court. 
good chance for Jehovah to work a miracle—“ Let 
there be light !” 
Voelkel was prohibited from lecturing a short while 
ago on so innocent a subject as the workings of the 
nervous system, the police authorities declaring that 
the fact of the doctor being a Free-Religious lecturer 
was reason enough to render a lecture impossible. 


Here there isa 


It.is in this city of Leipzig that Dr. 


On March 16th last Mr. Edwald E. Vogtherr, a 


lecturer connected with the Fcee-Religious Societies, 
delivered a lecture in Rixdorf, the result of which 
was three indictments—for blasphemy, for ridicule of 
the Bible, and for making the church an object of 
contempt. The local court found Mr. Vogtherr guilty 
in the second indictment, but declared him ‘not 
guilty” in the two others. 
and now Berlin’s second county court finds him guilty 
in the third indictment, but not in the others. 
sentence was, in each instance, three days’ imprison- 
ment, and, considering that death is the reward for 
offending the emperor, we can but say, Poor Jehovah ! 


The case was appealed ; 


The 


The caseis now carried to the supreme court, which 


probably will find him guilty of blasphemy. 


We can but designate the whole proceeding as an 


immense farce, which disgraces the German courts. 
Yet what can be expected when men are called upon 
to convict & person of a crime the nature of which no 
court can ever fathom ? 


A German Freethinker living in Russia has 
donated a large sum of money to the erection of a 
Baltzar institution, which will accommodate a print- 
ing and publishing establishment, bookstore, library, 
and an Old Folks’ Home for ten women or men. 


The objects of the institution, with which a Baltzar 
society is connected, are: 


1. The publication and distribution of Liberal liter- 


ature; assistance of studies in the line of free inquiry 
and in the holding of lectures. 


2. Self-development ; closer relationship between 


existing societies and individual members in Ger- 


many, a8 well as with those from foreign countries ; 
publication of a Free-Religious People’s Library. 

8, Assistance of old and deserving soldiers of the 
army of Freethought. 

The means to realize these objects are to come 
partly from the endowment fund, partly from yearly 
self-assessment of the members of the Baltzar Society. 

We can but congratulate our German friends on 
the realization of this grand object, for which we pre- 
dict a bright future—if they can make the church. 
keep her fingers off. Our English brethren hav a 
society with objects similar to the Baltzar; but what 
can we Americans show? Let us go and do likewise. 


In Sweden things proceed as usual; that ig, the 
Freethinkers are activ, Viktor E. Lennstrand's health 
is improving, and the clergy and government are 
making their fifth attempt to pack a jury that will 
find Mr. G. Wilhelmson guilty. Mr. Wilhelmson 
owns a printing establishment ; and from it has been 
issued Lennstrand's famous lecture, “Why I Am 
Opposed to Christianity." 

Since his liberation from prison Mr. Lennsirand 
has been the recipient of two congratulatory addresses 
—one from the Freethought Union of France, and 
one from the Secular Society of England—besides 
numerous letters from private individuals. 

When we became aware of our friend’s liberation, we 
proposed to start a similar address, but, upon second 
consideration, we gave it up, owing to the fact that 
in proportion to the siza of our country the Liberals, 
whose signature was desired, were few and far between. 
Hence we left the matter to each individual, and sup- 
pose that many are the congratulatory letters from 
the United States that hav reached Bryggaregatan 25, 
Stockholm. Gustave NELSON. 
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Church Taxation in Washington. 
Copy of a letter from the state Secular Union secretary to the attor- 
ney-general. 
Wasarneron Sroutar Union, 2104 Sises Sr., 
Szart, Wasu., Jaly 7, 1890. 


5 j 


Hon. W. C. Jones, Attorney. General stats of Wash- 
ington, Spokane Fails, Dear Sir: As georetary of the 
Washington Secular Union, I wrote the governor of 
the state June 26;h, calling his attention to the fact 

, that chursh property, as well as that of private 
schools and hospitals, liable to taxation by the pro- 
visions of our state constitution, was being omitted 
from the assessment rolls by suditors snd assessors 
throughout the state. 

Aud in accord with ariiole iii, section 5, cf the 
constitution, and an aot of the legislature relating to 
the duties of the governor (recorded on page 64, 
Session Laws, 1889 and 1890), I urged him to giv 
instrustions to auditors that they must comply with 
section 62 of an sob of the legislature, entitled, “ An 
act to provide for the assessment and collection of 
taxes in the state of Washington” (page 628, Session 
Laws, 1889 and 1890). 

Governor Ferry kuidly replied: 

Your communication of the 26th has been received. The 
question which you submit to me js one purely of a judicial 
character, and is one which the executiv of the state has no 
power to decide, 

The construction which you giv to the constitution and to 
section 1 of the act approved February 25, 1890. is too lib- 
eral. If that construction was carried out by me to its log- 
ical conclusions I would be clothed with autocratic power. 

I hav this day wired the sttorney.general for his opinion 
upon this subject, and when it is received I will forward 
you a copy. Yours truly, Exissa P. Ferry. 

And on July 1st I ressived another letter stating: 

Attorney-General Jones wires me as follows: Taxation 
church property governed by old law. 

In the Post. Intelligencer of the 45h inet. is pub- 
lished an extract from your opinion, filed on the 3d 
inst., in regard to exemption from taxation this year 
of the right of way of the Northern Pacifis Railroad 
Company, which opinion givs evidence that you hav 
changed your mind in regard to taxation of church 
property being governed by the old law, or, if you 
hav not, I respectfully call your attention to the fact, 
that every argument so ably and forcibly adduced by 
you to prove that exemption of the right of way of 
the Northern Pacific railroad in this state from taxa- 
tion ceased with the adoption of our state constitu. 
tion, applies with even greater force and positivness 
to all church, private school, and hospital property. 

In the opinion referred to you say: “It remains to 
be seen whether the people by the constitution hav 
made any such exemption. Section i, article 2, of 
the constitution, provides aa follows: “All property 
in the state not exempted under the laws of the 
United States, or under the constitution, shall be 
taxed in proportion to its value, to bs ascertained as 
provided by law.” Tho foregoing provision of the 
constitution did not go into «ffest until we became a 
state. But that moment the exemption in its char- 
ter ceased to be operativ. 

Unquestionably your position is well taken, is im- 
pregaable, for to exempt any corporation property, 
civil, commercial, or religious, is repugnant to the 
letter and spirit of the constitution. You rightiy 
declare that section i, article 2, is peremptory and of 
immediate effect. But why then is “taxation of 
church property governed by the old law?” Does 
not sestion i, article 2, apply equally to all property 
in the state, without exception, other than that 
enumerated in article xxvii, section 2, of the constitu- 
tion, “provided further that the property of the 
United States, and of the state, counties, school- 
districts, and other municipal corporations, and such 
other property as the legislature may by general law 
provide, shall be exempt from taxation ?" 

No church property has been so exempted, but on 
the contrary the question of exemption of church 

` property was very freely.and fully discussed by the 
framers of the constitution. 

. The Washington Secular Union was instru- 
mental in furnishing every one of the members 
of the constitutional convention with pamphlets, car- 
toons, and documents, proving the gross injustice of 
all such exemptions. 

And after full and exhaustiv discussion of the gub- 
ject, article i, section 11, was adopted: “No publie 
money or property shall be appropriated for, or &p- 
plied to any religious worship, exercise, or instruc- 
tion, or the support of any religious establishment.” 

I appeal to you, would not exemption of any 
church property from taxation be to appropriate and 
apply the amount of taxes that should be paid by 
the owners of said property, to the support of that 
church or religious establishment? And to clinch 
the matter beyond all reasonable doubt or contro- 
versy, article vii, section 2, declares: ‘‘ The legisla- 
ture shall provide by law a uniform and equal rate of 
assessment and taxation on all property in the state 
according to its value in money, and shall prescribe 
such regulations by general lawas shall secure a just 
valuation for taxation of all property so that every 
person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion 
of the value of his, her, or its property.” 

This was the answer of the framers of our state 
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eonstitution to appeals to continue the exemption of 
church property from taxation. And the answer was 
approved by the people of the state of Washington 
by their overwhelming majority vote, indorsing and 
ratifying the constitution. m" 

And the legislature, so far from sanctioning & son- 
tinuance of exemption of church property from taxa- 
tion, passed “An act to provide for the assessment 
and collection of texes in the state of Washington 
[page 606, Session Laws, 1889-1890] in exact har- 
mony with the letter and spirit of the consiitution.’ 

Section v of said act, enumerating property that 
shall be exempt from taxation, rightfully and justly 
omitted exemption of any church, private school, or 
hospital property—other than public schools and 
county hospitals. The law demands all property in 
the state, every person and corporation owning 
property, resl or personal, shall pay tax. The terri- 
torial law exempting church property to the value of 
$5,000, is repugnant to the just and equitable pro- 
visions of ihe constitution, and by article xxvii, sec- 
tion 2, is made void and of none effest. 

All good citizens must fully indorse your very able 
and logical declaration: “It is incredible that the 
people of the state of Washington intended, when 
they adopted the constitution of the state, to exempt 
the right of way of the Northern Pasific Railroad 
Company." 

And it is even more incredible that they intended 
to exempt church, private echool, or hospitel prop- 
erty. You simply announces a well-known and un- 
disputed faci when you say, “The people did not so 
intend when they voted to adopt that constitution." 

Had the territorial law exempted from taxation all 
persons or corporations engaged in iron works, would 
there be a shadow of doubt in any sane mind that on 
the adoption of this constitution all such exemption 
ceased ? 

Would it be pretended that the territorial law ex- 
ampting iron works from taxation held good for an- 
other year? 

The concluding words of your very ably expressed 
Opinion in regard to state taxation of the right of 
way of the Northern Pacific railroad could not pos- 
sibly better express the facts in regard to iaxation of 
church property. 

You say, “Nothing but the clearest and most ex- 
plicit words will suffice to create the exemption con- 
tended for.” (Will you please to point out, quote, 
the clear and explicit words that exempt church 
property from taxation?) “I em therefore of the 
opinion that the right of way of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company, tozether with all superstructure 
of every kind erected thereon, is legitimate subject 
of state taxation, and should be so assessed and taxed 
this year.” 

We claim there needed no new machinery of law 
to make the right of way of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company, and all church, private school, 
and hospital property taxable, despite any exemp- 
tions under territorial laws. 

All such property heretofore exempt, may be listed 
under the old law, or under the recent saci of the 
legislature, or assessment begun under the old law 
may be completed under the said act of the legisla- 
ture, in accord with section 154 (page 664, Session 
Laws, 1889-90), which provides that all proceedings 
for the assessment of any tax, or collection of any 
tax, may be completed pursuant to said act. 

But we are confirmed by your opinion filed on the 
3d instant, that no matter under which law assess- 
ment this year is made, the constitution of the state at 
its adoption annulled any exemption of right of way 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company or of 
church property by article vii, section 2, herein before 
quoted. 

The officers and members of the Washington Sec- 
ular Union respectfully request you to make public 
your opinion on the following points: 

1. Did not the constitution on its adoption by 
the people, annul and render nugatory the territorial 
law exempting church property from taxation to the 
value of $5,000? 

2. Did not the act of the legislature in regard to 
assessment and collection of taxes, herein referred to 
(page 606, Session Laws, 1889-90), go into effect at the 
expiration of ninety days from the adjournment of 
the legisiature, to wit, June 26th—and is not said 
act, and each and all of ite provisions, law of the 
state to-day! 

3. If said ack is of binding force and effect, then 
will you cause all auditors and assessors to be notified 
of that fact, and call their attention to section 62 
(page 628, Session Laws, 1889-90): ‘The county 
auditor shall carefully examin the assessment books 
when returned to him by the assessor, and if he dis- 
covers that the assessment of any property has been 
omitted, shall enter the same upon the proper list, 
and forthwith notify the assessor making such omis- 
sion, who shall immediately proceed to ascertain the 
value thereof, and correct the original return; in 
case of the inability or neglect of the assessor to 
perform this duty, the auditor shall ascertain the 
value of such property, and make the necessary cor- 
rections ?” 

4. If auditors or assessors neglect to obey the law, 
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and do not comply with said section 62, in regard to 
properiy of churches, private schools, and hospitals, 
will they not render themeelvs liable to the penalties 
provided by section 145 of said act (page 661. Session 
Laws, 1889-90)? ‘Every county suditor and every 
gounty assessor who in any case refuses or knowingly 
neglects to perform any duty enjoined on him by this 
act, or who aonsenís to, or connives st any evasiong 
of its provisions whereby any proceeding required 
by this act is prevented or hindered, or whereby any 
property required to be listed for taxation is unlaw- 
fuliy exempted, or tiie veluation thereof is entered 
on the tax list at less than its true value, shall for 
every such neglect, refusal, consent, or connivance 
forfeit and pay to the state nob less than $200 nor 
more than $1.000, at the discretion of the sourt, to 
be recovered before any court of competent jurisdio- 
tion.” 

5. If there are willful and known omissions of 
assessment and taxation of church, private school, 
and hospital property—smounting to millions of dol- 
lars of property unassessed and untaxed, in violation 
of. the corstitution, and the act of the legislature, 
would not the proof of such omissions be good and 
sufficient reason, and defense in any suit, for refusal 
to pay taxes on other property—since such assess- 
ment and taxstion is excessiv and illegal, being 
increased in amount on account of the willful omis- 
sion of assessors to obey the law and assess church, 
private, school, and hospital property ? 

The Washington Secular Union does not attack 
the rights of the church when insisting upon the just 
taxation of its property, but simply claims obedience 
by the church to the constitution and laws of the 
state, and justice to the people, insisting on equal 
and exact justice for all, and in this matter is but 
acting on the admonitions of those distinguished 
statesmen, Generals U. S. Grant and James A. Gar- 
field. 

Trusting your prompt action will avoid appeals to 
the various county boards of equalization, and pre- 
vent the otherwise inevitable fierce contentions and 
appeals to the courte, awaiting your reply, 

Yours truly, OQ. B. Reynorps, 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
————— — 9 4-—————— —- 


Mr. Heywood's Situation. 


Eprror TauTH SzrkER: Thursday, July 24th, at 11 
AM, is fixed for the final disposition of my United 
States case. As the usual two judges, in cases of 
appeal, ere not allowed us, there is little hope that 
arguments before Carpenter, alone, will move him to 
intelligent conclusions. So sentence seems inevitable. 

Yours truly, E. H. Hzvwoop. 

Princeton, Mass., July 19, v.r. 18. 


————— $9 —————— 
At the Forks of the Road—An Eternal Parting, 


In a recent railroad accident, a family of four per- 
sons were instantly killed. The father and son were 
unbaptized Infidels, but the mother and daughter 
were baptized believers and belonged to the church, 
The picture on the first page of this Trura SEEKER 
is intended to convey a faint idea of the parting of 
that family in the land of shades. 

According to the Obristian creed, when these 
departed souls arrived at the forks of the road where. 
the devil’s turnpike leads off from the heavenly foot-. 
path, we may natygslly suppose that Satan was om 
the lookout for game and seized on the father andi 
son a8 his meat, while winged angels swooped down 
to guide the mother and daughter through ths 
pearly gate into the blissful servitude of heaven. 
Aa obedient Christian who is well fortified in the 
dostrin of hate, as commanded in Luke xiv, 26, 
might take some pious comfort in asituation like 
this, but a humane heathen would undoubtedly pre- 
fer to believe in the horrible vagaries of an able- 
bodied nightmare or a harfuless Joss rather than this 
Christian doctrin or a God so pitiless and fiendish 
as the superannuated individual whois said to be 
the author of such cruelty as this. 

Carthage, Mo., July 12,1890. Watson Heston. 

Oo 
The Cause of Crime. 


I clip the following from your issue of 12th inst.: 

Chief Crowley of the San Francisco police says that lack 
of employment is the main cause of prostitution; when the 
canneries are running there there is a large diminution of 
arrests for that Offense. He thinks that the best remedy for 
all crime would be some scheme affording all opportunity of 
work. 

When chiefs of police get to thinking want of 
work the cause of crime, something seems about to. 
break. Why should there be want of work? Is it; 
because there exists a superfluity of all those com.. 
modities which work creates? This is incredible,, 
since tbere are people who resort to crime in order: 
to get food, clothes, shoes, shelter, beer, and tobacco.. 
Is it because material on which to work is lacking ? 
This cannot be, for in most of the trades we hear 
complaints of a superfluity of such material. “ O ver- 
production,” no market, general glut, is the ory of 
capitalists, at the same time that men resort to rob- 
bery and girls to prostitution in order to avert actual 
starvation. So anomalous a situation as too much 
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wealth of all kinds, inducing crime, boggary, and 
even famin, was certainly never known until very 
lately; and according to è man’s own bemper the 
paradox must excite either laughter, indignation, or 
eli thinking. Lot us see which appears most suit- 
able. 

1, Laughter. If Owlsglass or Swift had told his 
contemporaries that in 1890 people would be beg- 
ging, stealing, and starving, bacause they had grown 
too rich, the buttons of his hearers would certainly 
hav suffered. All the /acetico in *' Gulliver's Travels " 
and the “ Praise of Folly” wou'd hav paled their in- 
effectual fires before such an ineffabloabsurdity. The 
nineteenth century is not more stupid then tie 
eighteenth or the fifteenth, that it should receive 
such bottomless bosh for science. The only resson 
it does not explode is that the matter is too serious. 

2. Indignation should always be kept for tha last 
thing. 


3. Hard ihiuking. What means this overproduc- 


tion which compels the benevolent capitalists to 
form trusts, condemn their employees to erime- 
producing idleness, and tax themselve for charity's 
sweot sake? It does not not mean general over- 
production, for the only object of producing a sur- 
plus is to sell it, the only object of seliing one thing 
is to buy another, the fact that a man wants to gall 
proves that he wants to buy, and the fact that he 
wants to buy is proof that he does not get enough 
of some product or other. It might mean over- 
production in a particular line, but the facts are 
sgainst the idea that such partial overproduction cx. 
iste. In Now York there is said to be actual starvation 
just now, but in New York within the month ths 
trusts hav been destroying whole shiploads of food. 
Relativly.to the needs of the consumer there is no 
overproduction. There is overproduction oniy in 
relation to the purposes of the capitalists. Thai the 
capitalists may realize a profit on their investmenis 
their goods must be somewhat scarce. And aacord- 
ingly the interest of the capitalist, as Adam Smith 
taught, is hostil to the commonweal. Ths 
interest of the community is that prices should 
be low and wages. high. The interest of 
of the capitalist is that prices should be high and 
wages low. This being the case, why should the 
community protest the oapitalist in doing what en- 
riches him by impoverishing others? If & poor msn 
should burn a ship to raise wages the polieo would 
turn out to stop him. When capitalists destroy a 
cargo the police turn out to prevent anybody from 
stopping them. Chief Crowlay wants a plan to 
afford all an opportunity to work. I wiil suggest a 
simple plan. Let the police stop assisting capitelists 
' to produce that degree of poverty which is necessary 
to their profits. Chief Crowley is one of a growing 
class—the class who talk Ansrchism ss M. Jourdain 
talked prose. What they want is somebody to tell 
them the name of it. C. L. Jamus. 
Eau Claire, Wis. 


Who Will Answer ? 


I would like to ask a few questions: 

What evidence hav we of any God? 

What evidence hav we of immoriality ? 

What authority can one man rightiully hav over 
another ? 

How is the rule of a msjority any less destructiy 
to freedom than the rule of a monarch? | 

: What right does maa hav to what he does not 
earn? 

What right bas any man to hold vacant land out 
of use? 

What right does one man or combination of men 
hav to monopolize the issue of money ? 

On what grounds can compulsory taxation be en- 
forced ?. 

Are interest, rent, and profits earned by the 
receivers ? : 

Cau they be collected without forca ? 

What right has a policeman to use force? 

What right has any man or body of men to inter- 
fere with the absolute individual freedom of the 
human race? G. A. Oxarin. 

Lowell, Mass., July 12, 1890. 

— m 
And There Should Be No Bible in the Schools. 
£ From the San Francisco Argonaut. 

The first great principle that shouid be kept 
steadily in view, and to which all political parties 
should be compelled to direct their coursa, is that 
there is no state religion in the United States, and 
none is permitted in the general, state, or municipal 
governments—that there is no God in the Constitu- 
tion. Religious opinions are free, and religious 
worship is free within the law, and religious organ- 
izations, as such, hav no right to intermeddle or 
interfere with the administration of political affairs 
in any part of the United States. Education under- 
lies the entire fabrie of our republican government ; 
and in the solemn covenant which givs it a national 
and recognized existence, it is provided thei every 
citizen within the jurisdiction of the commonwealth 
shall enjoy unrestricted freedom of religious opin- 
ions and their unrestrained expression within the 
law. Two enemies hav already shown a disposition 


to interfere with our oducational system, viz., forsign- 
ism aud eoslesiasticism. Roman Oatholic alienas 
would destroy the Americanism of common schools, 
and ecclesiasticism would rob it of its liberal, pro- 
gressiv, scieatific, and andsnominational character. 
Wa here reflect the opinions of Mr. Frank M. Bris 
tol in a communication to the Inter Ocean, of 
Ohiesgo. 

The integrity of our common school system is 
based upon the English language. It is the language 
in which onr Oonstitution is written and & which 
our laws are printed. It is the language of our 
daily lifa, and while we do not claim that it is better 
than the German, the French, or the Spanish, it is 
ours, and bacause ib is ours i$ is better than any that 
ean be subatituted for it. As our flag is more beau. 
tiful than sny foreign devise or emblem because ib is 
ours and associated with our patrictis and loyal 
traditions, so the Haglish language is connected wit 
our literature, our laws, and dear to us because of 
its association. We would hav no foreign flag 
elevated sbove the starry banner on cur soil, or on 
the decks of our ships, or in any placo where our 
flag should be unfurled. We would hav no foreign 
language taught in our schools, or spoken in our 
legislativ halls, or printed in our code of laws, and 
we would make no treaties in which the English 
language should not bs spoken and printed upon 
equality with the nation with whom wo negotiate; 
and when any person, priest or Isyman, professor or 
sckool-master, Garman Lutheran, Ssotch Presby- 
terian, ítalian Romanisti, Mohammedan, Tark, or 
Jew, undertakes to dictate the introduction of any 
foreign tongue into our schools oz sebool-books, we 
shouid regard it as the gross and cheeky imperti- 
nenos of uveducated and vulgar foreignism. It is 
always the bastard birth of sn illicit intercourse 
between alien ecclesiastics and nativ-born demagogs. 

t means the destruction of Americanism and the 
overthrow of our common schools. The sire is an 
alien clerico, the dam an American mare, the foal 
a long-eared hybrid, whose intelligences is measured 
by the music of its mouth. Foreignism is less 
dangerous than ecclosiasticism. The ecclesiastic is 
more untiring, more subtle, and is better organized 
and in all respects better equipped than the dema- 
gog or politician. Heclesiasticism sees and knows 
that the only thing that ite church, or any church, 
has the right to fear is the kind of education attain- 
able in free Amarican, non-sectarian, common achools, 
from whish the priest, nun, and political demagog 
are rigorously excluded. The only thing which re- 
ligious denominations hav any cause to fear is that 
scientific education which leaves the mind free from 
all sectarian bias; that education which giva the 
mind permission to think logically snd act upon 
the logical deductions which arise from the studsnt’s 
own independent reasoning. The American school- 
house sffords no shelter for priest, or nun, or 
Sunday-school teacher to interpret the sacred 
writings. There is no portion of the Bible worth 
teaching which requires denominational interpreta- 
tion, and any ecclesiastical or priestly interference in 
the school-room is simple impertinence. Whenever 
this is permitted our common schools cease to exist, 
aud in their place we would hav Hebrew, Chinese, 
Roman Catholic, German Lutheran, and Protestant 
sectarian schools, and all the religions in ihe world 
would claim their share of the public moneys in order 
that their children might be educated in all the ab- 
surdities of their particular dogmas; parochial 
schools would be substituted for our non-sectarian 
public schools; children of the nineteenth century 
would be educated as were the occasional pupils who 
had the opportunity of any education ‘n the fifteenth 
century—a kind of education which would imprison 
Galileo and Giordano Bruno, and which, after three 
centuries, would refuse them a monument; the same 
kind of education which left the south of Ireland 
with sixty-five per cont of illiferacy, Italy with sighty 
per cont, South America with eighty-five per cent. 
This kind of education would perpstuate political 
strife and sectional bitterness and keep slive igno- 
rance, bigotry, and superstition, as i5 has done in 
Newfoundland, in the provinca of Quebec, in the 
kingdom of Spain, in Italy, in parts of France, in 
Mexico, and in the Central and South American 
republics. Very many Roman Cathclies are true to 
the country, but the Roman hierarchy is not true 
and not loyal, nor, in any sense, republican. It does 
not believe in the power of the people. It is an 
ecclesiastical tyranny aiming at a complete polit- 
ical despotism, and claiming the divine right of one 
man, and he old and weak, and Italian, to sway the 
scepter of universal temporal, civil, and spiritual 
power. Itis not government of the people, by the 
people, for the people. It is the government of the 
world by the church and for the church. Destroy 
the common schools and the priest would be lifted 
above the school-master, and the people would, in 
the progress of time, be reduced to the peonsge, 
bondage, and slavery that always attend ignorance 
under the dominion of priesteraft. Of the article 
from which we hav most fully drawn our argument, 
we giv the peroration: 

“From ocean to ocean, let the freeman’s ery be 


469 


heard: 'Millions, millions for the common schools, 
but noi one cent for denominational substitutes.’ 
The common school will endure with our liberties, 


our liberties with the common school If there 
must come the issue between the enemies and the 
friends of popular education, let it come. While wa 
dread the conflict, we do not fear the results. The 
scepter of oppression is broken, the will of the peo- 
ple is supreme. The face of the age is sunward. 
The sirida of the republic quickens toward the 
splendors of the perfect day. Ii has been ssid—the 
apirit of our ancestry has said it; the noblest hero- 
ism of the pasi has said it; our twelve millions of 
echool-children hav ssid it; the freest and most en- 
lightened press of the world has said it; the groat, 
honest, paiwriotie heart of the people has said it, with 
a voice like the waves that beat against these shores 
of freedom; a mighty and triumphant Americanism 
has said: ‘Tre common school, with law-protected 
liberty, shal forever stand.’ ” 
MÀ $9 M 


News of the Sunday Observance Struggle, 
From the Pearl of Days, Organ of the American Sabbath Union. 

The Staten Island police raided, two museum shows that 
were giving exhibitions on South Beach, Sunday night, 
July 6 h. i 

The first of Sunday baseball games at Rocky Point, R. I., 
was scheduled for July 6:h, between the Athletics of Olney- 
vile and tbe Wanskucks, both of the state league. Four 
thousand people were present. Col. Amasa Sprague, sheriff 
of the county. would not allow the players to go upon the 
field, threatening to arrest them and prosecute the managers 
of the resort if the game was started. 

The National Commissioners of the Columbian World's 
Exposition held their first formal meeting two weeks ago in 
Chicago. It was announced at this preliminary meeting 
that the North American Turners’ Society was on hand with 
four requests of the World's Fair committee: First, to 
employ only union men; second, to allow only eight hours’ 
work; third, to open the Exposition seven days of the week; 
fourth, to allow the sale of liquors of every description. 

The American Sabbath Union is represented on the 
Pacific coast in the forma of a monthly pubhcation, edited by 
the Rev. Dr. Edward Thompson, an energetic and successful 
district secretary of the Union. We are glad to welcome 
this new ally in the important work of disseminativg Sabbath 
literature. The following article, taken from a recent num- 
ber of Dr. Thompson’s journal, will show under what diff- 
culties the friends of the Sabbath labor in their heroic efforts 
to secure a Sunday law for California: 

* We find many opposed to this movement in Cuwlifornia. 
First we may name the Infidels, who are more numerous 
here in proportion to the population than in any state in the 
Union. As soon es it became known that an effort would 
be made ‘to replace the Sunday law on the statutes of the 
state, a convention was called of ‘ Spiritualists, Deists, Ma- 
terialists, Liberal Christians, Agnostics,’ etc., to form a 
‘union in opposition to the American Sabbath Union, the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, and kindred organ. 
izations.” i 

The convention met in Irving Hall, San Francisco, raised 
& large sum for campaign purposes, and has ever since been 
circulating its literature and speaking through ita orators all 
over the state. 

‘The next class of the Sunday opposers is the Seventh 
Day Adventist denomination, which has been growing very 
rapidly in this state for some years past, and is the most 
aggressiv of all our foes. They are largely a religious peo- 
ple, and they recognize the importance to man of a day of 

rest and thought and worship, but because we do not fix 
upon their day they wage war upon the movement. ` 

‘ The old Californians, with & few exceptions, are opposed 
to Sunday legislation. California has been so well worked 
by the opposition that neither of the two great parties will 
probably espouse our cause. It is an unpopular agitation, 
and we shall hav to pull hard against the political waves. 
We believe now is the time for all good men of all parties 
and all creeds to combine on those state senators and mem- 
bers of the lower house who shall favor the Sunday law, and 
vote solidly against those who will not, no matter if they 
belong to their favorit party. That is the only way in which 
we can secure a Sunday law for our state. Till the good 
people unite and make a strong sentiment for the Sunday 
law, the secular press will not help us. Generally it says 
nothing, pro or con, for fear of displeasing some patron, for 
heavy advertising often comes from the opposition.” 

—e e 
Science. 
From the Jury. 

Amid the din and confusion of doubting millions wrang- 
ling over doctrins, standards, and ancient theories, science 
stands to-day in caim and majestic grandeur, the safeguard 
and refuge of mankind. Crowned with the digdem of 
truth, clothed in the goldeu robe of reason, it carries in its 
hand the written experience of the ages. Its field of action 
is the universe, its pathways through the soundless deeps of 

eternal space, amid which revolve the myriad worlds. It 
has rescued man from the taraldom of superstition, the curse 
of ignorance, and the iron hand of kingly and priestly 
tyranny, clothed him in his right mind that he may behold 
the glories of the creativ power, and with an intelligeot and 
‘unbiased mind search out the truths of unchanging and 
eternal law. It imparts to its votaries knowledge gained by 
experience, truths gathered under the guidance of reason ; 
demonstrates its discoveries and puts them to practica! use. 
It places no barriers upon human thought and imprisons 
none within the gloomy walis of dogmatism. It demands 
exact weight and messure, perfect justice, and perfect, 
unadulterated truth. If it enters the quagmire it is to reach 
the verdure and the mouptain beyond. It is fearless in its 
march, makes no concessions, asks no favors. It demands 
obedience to divine law, which is natural Jaw. It demon- 
strates the value of virtue, truth, and honorable deeds. It 
has harnessed the lightning and placed a girdle around the 
world; it is strangling disease, turning deserts into gardens, 
and in countless ways lifting man into a higher plane of life. 
It has looked even “ beyond the veil," and to its searching 
glance, and listening, patient ear, there has come a response 
to satisfy the heart yearnings of the race. 

The Keys of every door in the universe are in the hands of 
science. 

Unon this dying era’s grim 
Rotirivg trare 

Is sketched by love, in outline dim, - 
The future’s face. 
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Communications. 


The Writings of the New Testament. 
Translated by Gustave Nelson. 

What are the real facts in regard to the authentic- 
ity of the writings contained inthe New Testament? 
Are they genuin productions written by the men 
whose names they bear ? 

During a period of one hundred and forty years 
several attacks hav been made upon the authenticity 
of the New Testament, partly because the books were 
not written by the persons claimed to be their re- 
spectiv authors, and partly owing to the fact that 
these writings exist no longer in their original form. 
The attacks begin at the time of the Reformation, 
for Luther himself speaks rather urfavorably of the 
epistle of James, and denies that Revelation was a 
work of John. But it is from the middle of the last 
century only that we can spesk of genuin Bible 
criticism appearing, and it has been kept up until the 
present time. 

The first and, perhaps, most renowned of biblical 
eritios is David Michaelis, who for forty-six years 
was professor in Gottingen, and taught in his “ Intro- 
duction to the Divine Writings of the New Covenant ” 
(Gottingen, 1788) that the epistles to the Hebrews, 


those of James and Jude, and Revelation cannot be. 


regarded as genuin and canonical. 

Johann Salome Semler prepared the way for the 
Rationalistic movement of his time by his work, 
* Guide to a Free Interpretation of the New Testa- 
ment,” published in 1757. In this work he denies 
the authenticity of several books, among others Rev- 
elation and the epistle to the Hebraws. Of 2 Corin- 
thians he makes three separate epistles, 

Gottfried Eichhorn, 1804-1827, professor in 
Gottingen, in his “Introduction to the New Testa- 
ment,” and Grisson, 1804-1805, entertains doubt as 
to the genuinness of the gospe! of Luke, the two 
last chapterr of Remans, 1 snd 2 Peter, the epistles 
to Timothy 1 and 2, and tho epistle +o Titus. 

Christian Schmidt, in 1804, identified himself by 
his * Historio-Critical introduction to the New Tes- 
tament,” published in 1828, with the school of Sem- 
ler. He denied the authenticity of 2 Peter and 1 
Timothy, chapters first and second of Luke, and had 
doubts of 2 Thessslonians. . 

Leonhard Berthoidt. in his ‘“ Historico.Critical 
Introduction to the New Testament’s Writings," 
doubted, like Ullmann and Ilhausen, the genuinness 

` of 2 Peter; still, like both these professors, he did 
not entirely reject it. 

In Wilhelm Martin Leberecht De Wetie's “ Text- 
Book in Historico-Critical Intrcdnetien to the 
Writings of the New Testament,” 1818, 1826, 1830, 
1834, 1842, 1848, this famous and learned professor 
from Basel, who was so conscientious an expounder 
of the Bible in his beautiful translations, and so rich 
in orthodox material, even he adheres to those 
learned theologians who hav expressed the greatest 
doubt about the canonical bocks. He douhted the 
authenticity of Matthew, Luke, the Acts, 1 and 2 
Peter, Hebrew, Timothy, Ephesians, and Revelation. 

Ferdinand Guericke in his “Contribntions to 
the Historico-Crifical Introduction to the New Tes- 
tament ” (Helle 1828; Leipzig, 1843) doubted the 
genuinness of 2 Peter, but in his“ Complete History 
of the New Testament” (Leipzig, 1854) he withdraws 
his objections. 

. August Schott in his “Intreduction,” 1830, 
doubted Revelation, Mark xvi, 8-20, Timothy, and 
Titus, which latter two he attributes to Luke. 

August Credrer in his “Introduction,” published 
in Halle in 1836, follows Prof. Ds Wette and denies 
the authenticity of Mark, 1 and 2 Timothy, Revela- 
tion, and 2 Peter. 

Gottlieb Neudecker, who in 1840 published in 
Leipzig his “ Historico-Critical Introductory Text- 
book," followed Oredner and disputed the genuin- 
ness of Matthew, Mark, 2- Peter, and the epistle to. 
the Hebrews, which he considered as the work of an 
Alexandrian Jew-Christian versed in the philosophy 
-of Philo. 

Edward Reuss, professor in theology in Stras- 
burg, who, in 1854, published in Braunschweig 
“The History of the Sacred Writires," the first edi- 
tion of which appeared in Halle, 1842, had already in 
1840 published an “Intreduction to the Gospel of 
St. John.” This so-called gospel of Matthew is, 
according to him, a part of an ancient Hebrew writ- 
ing which contained the story, but not the particu- 
lars of the same, which are narrated in the present 
gospel. Mark is a rewritten edition of the “Gospel 
of the Ancients,” and regarding the so-called gospels 
of Luke and John, we are not af all sure that these 
two men wrote them. The account of St. Paul's 
travels is of another hand from the rest of the Acts, 
and in the gospel attributed to Jobn there, the words 
and thoughts put in the mouth of Jesus belong, with 

regard to form, to the editor of this gospel. The 
gospel of John, the epistles of James and Paul, con- 
tain three mutually contradicting Christian funda- 
mental ideas. The spirit of the epistle to the 
Hebrews is Jewish-Alexandrian, and its reflections 


over the death of Jesus are not Pauline. 2 Peter | (Tha Three Pastoral Letters of John, Heidelberg, 


belongs toa later period than that in which Pster 
lived, and it is impossible to state with certainty how 
much Peter had to do with the composition of the 
first epistle named after him. The authorship by 
John of the first and second epistles is very uncer- 
tain; but certain it is that Revelation is not a work 
of his, but a poetic narrativ of the persecuted church, 
and it contains the spiritual and material expectations 
of the synagogs. . 

Ferdinand Obristian Baur, 1845 and 1847, and 
Schwegler, 1846, both learned men belonging to the 
new Tübingen school, published “Introductions.” 
To the first-mentioned we owe likewise “ Paul, the 
Apostle of Jesus Christ,” Stuttgart, 1845, and 
“Oritical Investigations of the Canonic Gospels,” 
Tübingen, 1847, while Schwegler wrote, besides his 
“Introductions,” “The Post-Apostolic Age,” Tübin- 
gen, 1846. These theologians and their followers 
carried their attacks further than any other of the 
then existing schools in Germany. In their eyes the 
gospels were ancient writings of no great importance 
—yes, only mutually contradicting documents. Both 
of them rejected Paul's three so-called pastoral epis- 
tles and his epistle to the Philippians as belonging to 
the style of composition found in the writings of the 
supposed St. John. Schwegler thinks the gospel of 
Jobn belongs to Montanism. 

Baur regarded 1 and 2 Thessslonians and Phil- 
emon and the two last chapters of Romans as 
being doubtful. According to Schwegler the epistle 
of James was composed in the latter part of the 
second century, and he denied the genuinness of the 
epistle of Jude and that to the Hebrews. Both 
Baur and Schwegler rejected the epistle to the Colos- 
sians and believed that 1 Peter was composed in the 
second century, with the object in view of uniting 
the followers of Peter and Paul. This school re- 
garded as genuin the epistle to the Romans, except 
the two last chapters, both epistles to the Corin- 
thians, and the epistle to the Galatians. 

Suek are the opinions of the leaders in theological 
criticism in Germany during the last one hundred 
and forty years. With the exception of the epistles 
to the Corinthians and Galatians, not a single writing 
exists the genuinness of which has nct been attacked 
in their introductions ; and scarcely one among these 
theologians has not expressed his doubt concerning 
one or another part of the New Testament. 

Against the gospel of Matthew: Schulz, 1814; 
Schleiermacher, 1832; Schurkenburger, 1831; Lüske, 
1832; Neudecker, 1840; DeWette, 1848; Reuss, 1853, 
and Neander in his “ Life of Jagu.” 

. Against the gospel of Mark : Neudecker, 1840; 
Cedner, 1836; Schwegler, 1846; Reuss, 1852, ete. 

Against the gospel of Luke: Schmidt, 1804; Biek- 
horn, 1827; Schleiermacher, 1832; De Wette, 1818, 
1834 ; Baur, 1845, 1847, ete. 

Against the gospel cf John: Vogel, 1801; Cludius, 
1808; Breteshneider, 1820; De Wette, 1830, 1843 ; 
Schwegler, 1846; Magnus Erikson. 1846. 

Against the Acts: De Wette, 1818; Credner, 1836 ; 
Baur, 1845 ; Schwegler, 1846; Reuss, 1853, eto. 

Against the two Jest chapters of tbe epistle to the 
Romans: Semler, 1767; Eichhorn, 1810; Schultz, 
1884; Baur, 1845. - 

Against 2 Corinthians: Semler, 1767, and Michel 
Weber, 1779, 1806; both made two letters of 
this epistle. 

Azainst the epistle to the Philippians: Shrader, 
1830 (ch. iii, v. 4); Baur, 1845, end Schwegler, 1846. 
. Against tbe epistle to the Epbesians: De Wette, 
1818; Baur, 1845 ; Schwegler, 1846. 

Against the enistle to the Colorsians: Mayerhoff, 
1832; Baur, 1845 ; Schwegler, 1846 

Against 1 Thessalonians: Baur 1845, 1847. 

Against 2 Thessalonians: Schmidt, 1804, 1805; 
De Wette, 1818; Baur, 1845, 1847. 

Against 1 Timothy: Schieiermach:r, 1807; Eieh- 
horn, 1812; DeWette, 1826 ; Schott, 1830; Neander, 
1832; Oredner, 1836; Baur, 1845 ; Schwegler, 1845. 

Against 2 Timothy: Hichhory, 1812; De Wette, 
1886; Credner, 1836 ; Baur, 1845; Baur and Sehweg- 
ler, 1845, 1846. . 

Agairst the epistle to- Titus : Eichhorn, 1812; De 
Wette, 1826 ; Baur and Schwegler, 1845, 1846 

Against the epistle to Philemon : Baur, 1845. 

Against the epistle to the Hebrews: Semler, 
1767; Schulz, 1818; De Wette, 1826; Schwegler, 
1846, ard others. 

Against the epistle of James: De Wette, 1826 ; 
Sehott, 1830; Kern, 1835 ; Sehwegler, 1846. 

Against 1 Peter: Bludius, 1808; Eichhorn, 1812, 
believed its author was Mark; Schwegler, 1846, 
and the Tübingen school, held it to be the work of 
an uskrown author living in the second century ; De 
Wette, 1818, and Reuss, 1853, find the epistle at vari- 
ance with both history and the character of Peter. 

Against 2 Peter: Sehmidt, 1804; Eichhorn, 
1812; O'hausen, 1812; Bertholdt. 1826; Guericke, 
1828; De Wette, 1828; Mayerheff, 1885 ; Oreduer, 
1836; Neudecker, 1840; Huther. 1852; Reuss, 1853. 

Against 1 Jchn: Lange, 1767; Cludius, 1808; 
Bretschneider, 1820, regards this as well as the two 
other epistles as belonging to Presbyter John. 

Against the two minor epistles of John: Paulus 


1829); Oredner says John is not their author. 

Against the epistle of Jude: Dahl, 1807; Schweg- 
ler, 1846. 

Against the Revelation: Semler. 1771; Lange, 
1797; Oludius, 1808 ; De Wette, 1818; Bretschnei- 
der, 1820; Ewald, 1828; Schott, 1830; Oredner, 
1837; Neander; Lücke, 1852; Reuss,1853; Diester- 
diek, 1870. Vixvon E. LENNSTRAND. 


—— 9939 —99————————— 
“God in Oar Government." 


The above is the title of an. article signed, “A. 
Homrighaus,” in a late number of the Observer, a 
Lutheran organ published in Philadelphia. With 
the ignorance and conceit so common to religious 
writers upon the subject, it begins: 

Despite all untoward tendencies and the much magnified 
omission of the recognition of ‘‘God” in our Constitution, 
deep down in the core of our national make-up is lodged 
the kernel of our Christianity. In proof of this, we essay to 
cite a few facts, though there be many more. In the Decla- 
ration of Independence Mr. Jefferson thrice reverently men- 
tions the creator. This document became the basis of our 
Constitution. Our government is non.religious, but not 
irreligious. It is not on parchment, but on hearts, where 
God delights to see his name engraved. Constantine and the 
Homan pontiffs had Christ's name emblazoned all over the 
empire, yet that empire went to pieces. All over the Jewish 
commonwealth the name of Jehovah was held in such awful 
adoration that people dared not take that name upon their 
lips; yet they murdered the prince of peace. 

In the constitutional convention of 1787, it was Benjamin 
Franklin who introduced a motion for daily prayers. That 
motion carried and prayers were had during all those ses- 
sions. At the inauguration of our first president in 1789 
ihe open Bible was kissed. Ceremonies being ended, Wash- 
ington and the legislators proceeded from the Senate cham- 
ber to St. Paul’s church (New York), where the chaplain of 
the Senate conducted divine services. Prayers for the presi- 
dent were said and the Te Deum was sung. We could wish 
for & return of that custom. 

Again, on the sixteenth day of this very month, 1790, just 
one century ago, when the plan of the present city of Wash- 
ington was projected. which plan is now on exhibition in 
the lecture hall of the National Museum, provision was made 
for the assignment to each religious body of a parcel of land 
upon which places of worship might be erected. That the 
Lutheran church was not 80 remembered is owing to the fact 
that then we had no existence in this city. The year 1833 
shows our first organization. Another plot of ground was 
set aside by Congress for the construction of a national 
church building, which ‘‘ should be used on all occasions for 
Thanksgiving services, funeral orations, and other pirposes.” 
It was to be assigned, however, to no “ particular sect," but 
equally accessible to all denominations? Whether this plan 
was really carried out J know not. Suffice it to say that in 
these facts we hav a recognition of God if we hav anything, 
and this at the very cradle of our national existence. To 
hav ushered our nation into life without God would hav 
meant extinction. 'The Supreme Court, too, has repeatedly 
recognized our religion as the Christian religion. Recogni- 
tion of God is manifested in every annual presidential Thanks- 
giving proclamation. Prayer opens the two Houses of Con- 
gress every day. 

This is made up of an attempt to prove that “in 
the care of our national life is lodged the kernel of 
our Christianity.” In regard to the acknowledgment 
of the deity in the Declaration, we would say that 
the author of that grand document was not a Chris- 
tian, but a Deist, and reference to the Christian 
religion is nowhere to be found therein. The Decla- 
vation was merely an avowal by the colonies that 
thay were free and independent from England, and 
even if the “kernel of our Christianity” were found 
to be there, it was afterward superseded by the first 
amendment to the Constitution, which reads: ‘ Oon- 
gress shall make no law respecting the establishment 
of religion.” Next comes the remarkable statement 
that “Our government is non-religious, but not 
irreligious.” And “it is not on parchment, but on 
hearts, where God delights to see his name engraven.” 
Webster defines irreligious as “ destitute of religion" 
and “indicating a want of religion.” The Latin pre- 
fix non is also used in a negativ sense, end only the 
ingenuity of a priest can distinguish any difference 
between them. The fact is, our government toler- 
ates all religions and grants special privileges to 
none. If it was religious itself it would not do so, 
but as it is not it is irreligious or non-religious, just 
88 you are pleased to call it. 

It seems, however, that if God is written “on 
hearts,” he is still unable to hold his own. His 
priests at the present day think him securer on 
parchment than on hearts, and hence they attempt 
to amend the Constitution io that effect. When 
Benjamin Franklin introduced a motion for prayers 
in the constitutional convention that motion was not 
carried, and “prayers were not held during all those 
sessions” (see J. S. O. Abbot's “Life of Franklin” 
end Parton's “Life of Franklin"), The motion was 
lost by an overwhelmivg majority, only three or four 
rad in its favor. Franklin, like Jefferson, was a 

aist. 

The fact merely that “the legislators proceeded 
from the Senate chamber to St. Paul's church, where 
the chaplain of the Senate conducted divine services,” 
no more proves the legality of the act than the fact 
that certain United States officials just before the 
war stole government bonds, proves the legality or 
justice of that act. No doubt the author of this 
article wishes “for a return of that custom.” It 
would enhance the authority of the priests, and to- 
gether with a national recognition of Christianity by 
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the Constitution, would make the church practically 
the ruler of- this country. 

The granting of land to “each religious body,” 
and the recognition of God in our Thanksgiving 
proclamations, and the assertion in regard to the 
Supreme Court, all come under the same head. We 
know that priesteraft has always bean strong in this 
country, and that it has defied all laws that stood in 
the way of its plots and schemes. We know that it 
has insinuated itself into our government, manages 
to hav its God mentioned in our proclamations, 
places its Bible in our schools, and moans out its 
prayers in our halls of Congress. But is this in ac- 
eordance with the Oonstitution? Is this therein 
provided in any manner, directly or indirectly? No, 
it is done because the church has power enough to 
override laws, Constitution, and justice. Notwith- 
atanding the fact that the supreme law of the land 
forbids the recognition of religion, the church and 
clergy would no more obey that provision one hun- 
dred years ago, than it does to-day. Even now, in 
states where no Sabbath laws are in force, where the 
Bible is forbidden to be read in schools, and where 
ecclesiastical property is not exempt from taxation. 
justice dare not relax its vigilance for a moment. If 
it does, the church wil] defy them all. 

In our times, when some second-hand statesmen, some 
pot-house politicians, and some unwashed foreigners, com- 
bine to avbvert the nation by robbing her of her God, it is 
truly refreshing to know that the foremost statesmen and 
rulers, transatlantic and cisatlantic, are stil controled by 
the principles of the book of books. Indeed, a self-governing 
people is more in need of Bibles than of armies, armaments, 
and navies. 

We will pass by the epithets of “ pot-house politi- 
cians,” ‘second-hand statesmen,” and “ unwashed 
foreigners.” Theauthor of these articles is undoubt- 
edly irresponsible for what he says, but men cf his 
type are the very ones who are “ combining to subvert 
the nation.” We hav more to fear from those who 
are trying to connect church and state, then we hav 
from all the foreigners who emigrate to this country. 
The foreigners of whom we need hay fears are the 
scum and slime of Catholic countries, who are like 
clay in the hands of the pope and the priests, and 
who are to-day doing more to abolish American in- 
stitutions than all other influences combined. Free- 
thinkers and Infidels do not wish to change the Con- 
stitution. They simply want to leave it as it is. 
All they are contending for is obedience to if ; and all 
who disobey it, or seek to incorporate Christianity 
into it, like Blair, the Women’s Ohristian Temper- 
ance Union, and the Oatholic church, are traitors to 
their country, and should be dealt with as such. 
Eighteen hundred years ago, the devil carried God 
through the air and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, and from there to the top of the 
mountain. To-day, “second-hand statesmen, some 
pot-house politicians, and some unwashed foreigners " 
are trying to haul him out of this country. Poor 
God! Between the two he has bsen most pitifally 
“shaken up.” l 

The Revolution of 1776 secured our independence and un- 
surpassed free institutions. But how came it, we must ask, 
that these things are true of England and America, whilst 
the Revolution of 1798 in France utterly failed—yes, settled 
jnto blacker darkness than that which it proposed to remove? 
England could exchange James II. for William IIL, and 
America could exchange George IIL, with his divine right 
obstinacy, for a free republic, while all that France could do 
was to put Mirabeau, Danton, and Robespierre in the place 
of Louis XVI. From that time on it appears that either the 
devil went to France, or France to the devil. Why, we ask, 
such different results? Reader, go below the surface. Let 
the open Bible of England and America, and the rampant 
Infidelity of France, tell the tale. 

The French Revolution a failure! This is news 
to the modern world. Hear what Buckle says: “The 
French Revolution is unquestionably the most impor- 
tant, the most complicated, and the most glorious 
event in history.” Von Sybel, in his history of this 
great conflict, says: “Serfdom, feudal jurisdiction, 
manorial ground rents, tithes, game laws, saleable 
offices, clerical fees, robbing dues, municipal and 
provincial privileges, privileges of rank, exemption 
from taxes, plurality of offices and livings, were all 
swept away in one night. Many things the assembly 
did that night that were of little moment, but there 
were advantages gained that night that were eternal 
—freedom of labor, equality before the law, and 
unity of the state.” If the author of this article 
would “go below the surface,” he would not make 
so many erroneous statements. FRANKLIN TEINER. 

Des Moines, La. ` 

` ———— d a a aaan 


The Study of Languages. 


“The world is my country, to do good my re- 
ligion,” said a great teacher. But half of the world 
of European origin does not understand the language 
in which the sentence is written, and doing good is 
much limited thereby. It is becoming important to 
understand foreign languages, for that will enable us 
to communicate with our Liberal brethren abroad. 
Among those whose mother tongue is English there 
are some who are disposed to be illiberal toward 
other languages. I am so sure that “the law of the 
least effort” will cause the English to root out all 
other languages with which it comes in contact that 


I am perfectly willing to see “a fair field and no | under the heading “ Freethought,” it is estimated 


favor.” A language that has lost its inflections to a 
great extent, and whose genders are distinctions by 
sex, must in the struggle for existence beat those 
that carry a mass of baggage in the way of inflee- 
tions and that put some feminin beings into the 
neuter gender, as, for instance, the maiden in Ger- 
man. 

If anyone will put in his waste hours studying a 
language he will be astonished to see how much prog- 
ress he will make. Why not study languages all 
one’s life? To the English-speaking it is especially 
gratifying as well as easy, for we find our language 
interwoven with every language of Europe. English 
is called a Low German dialect. Lowland and high- 
land, or coast and hill, would convey more clearly the 
meaning than Low and High, perhaps. The 
English-speaking person who knows no language but 
English, cannot know much about thet. But let him 
learn Highland Germau, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, 
old and new Icelandic, French, Spanish, Italian, and 
Portuguese. Then it is as if he stood by a tree and 
could with his mind's eye penetrate the goil and see 
where every root grows. There is a deep pleasure 
in recognizing a word, say, for instance, the word 
“father,” from Sanserit down to English in a dozen 
or twenty languages—knowing it as quickly as you 
see it. One good way to learn a living language is 
to read the daily news in it. 

One humanizing effect of the study of languages 
is that it forcibly impresses us with the truth of the 
brotherhood of man, especially of Aryan man. We 
see that the Aryan tongues all came from some 
original source. It opens up a vast historical view, 
and greatly widens one's horizon. To me it is a 
great pleasure to read the Fritänkaren, of Stock- 
holm, and the Sontags Blate, of Megdeburg. Some 
of these days we will be having international meet- 
ings, and then how pleasant would it be for each 
delegate to speak in whatever languege he feels 
most familiar with, and be understood by all the 
others! Instead of chasing foreign languages out of 
the public schools it might be a good plan to hav 
each study begun in English and reviewed the next 
session in some other language. 

Mr. Heywood speaks of having changed his name 
from Hoar because he feared ridicule. Hoar is 
Swedish for hair. It is printed in Swedish with s 
small o just over the a. To one who studies the 
tongues many a curious history is teld by proper 
names as weil as by other words. Gero. Wirsox. 

—— —— 9-9 — ——— —— —. 
Our London Letter. 

The report of the special commission appointed to 
investigate the truth of the charges brought against 
the Wesleyan missionaries in India by Hugh Price 
Hughes has been made public. It is just such a 
report as might hav been expected, as it would not 
do to admit that the missionaries were other than a 
most self-denying body of men. The commissioners 
say that the missionaries hav very moderate stipends, 
and cannot possibly liv extravagantly nor keep up 
any degree of style, therefore it is resolved that in 
future, instead of receiving their salaries in gold, 
they will be paid in silver currency, which will make 
an average reduction of £60 per annum. There is a 
decided element of weakness here, for, if they are 
not overpaid already, why reduce their salaries? If 
such action be necessary, it clearly proves that they 
hav been overpaid, and therefore the charge of Juxuri- 
ous living may be considered as proved and admitted. 
Although the committee passed a resolution express- 
ing its great satisfaction that its Indian missionaries 
are thus completely exonerated, those who hav per- 
sonal knowledge as to the actions of these individuals 
in the East will not hav their opi 8. altered by 
any amount of such whitewashing, but if the rich 
and ignorant subscribers to the missionary fund can 
be deceived by the report, the desired object will be 
attained. It was well for the commissioners that 
the charges were brought by such a man as Hughes, 
who is not in very good odor, and as he is somewhat 
notorious for concocting and publishing stories of 
the conversion of anonymous Infidel leaders, which 
cannot be sustained on investigation, his statements 
are held in considerable doubt even when he may 
speak the truth, and so he will hav to share the 
ordinary fate of all convicted liars. 

An endeavor has been made in Parliament to get 
the question of religious belief placed on the census 
paper for next year, but the motion was promptly 
thrown ouj, and perbaps it is better that it is so, 
for unless everyone feels free to state the truth, 
such a religious census would be entirely mislead- 
ing. The archbishop of Canterbury opposed the 
idea, though why he should hav done so is not clear, 
for there is no doubt thousands of poor householders, 
more particularly in the country districts, would hav 
claimed to believe in Episcopacy solely with an eye 
to future benefit. On the other hand, there is no 
doubt that many who hav nothing to fear from so 
doing would enrol themselvs as Freethinkers. Prob- 
ably the archbishop tbinks it would be better not to 
let it be known too publicly that they sre so numer- 
ous as he must well know them to be. In the yearly 
religious statistics given in Whitaker’s Almanac 


there are three millions against one million in 1886, 
whilst in 1875 there were six million nine hundred . 
thousend of no particuler relicion. The number 
swelled year by year until in 1889 they amounted to 
twelve and one-half millions. As these do not ap- 
pear to be ascertained quantities, there is but little 
doubt they are rather under than over estimated, 
aud would total up considerable more if a true refurn 
were given, consequently it would not be expedient 
that this should be given in a government paper, as 
the influence of such numbers would far outweigh 
the slight advantage that would accrue from the fancy 
increase the state chursh might show. 

It appears that the Rev. F. Basan’ has not gained 
the love of bis children by his arbitrary action 
toward their mother. Mrs. Besant was able to an- 
nounce that her son, who bas just attained his ma- 
jority, has elected to be with her, and the daughter 
of whom she was robbed some few years back is also 
likely to return as soon as she possibly can. They 
cannot hav much respect for the religion professed 
by their father, and it is nob at all surprising 
that they will hav nothing to do with it. Mrs. 
Besant has the congratulations of all her friends, 
who cordially wish ber a full share of happiness in 
the love and attention of the children, of whose 
companionship she has been deprived for = many 


years. . D. 


— 
God in the Constitution. 
From the New York Sun, 


The Reformed Presbyterians refuse to vote because 
thare is no formal recognition of God and the divine 
sovereignty in the Constitution of the United States. 
Ten thousand of them accordingly hav signed a 
petition to Congress urging that the omission be 
supplied, and their synod, in session here, has 
adopted a report advising that the sendirg of such 
petitions be kept up. 

Mesntime the Presbyterians proper are consider- 
ing how they ean get the dootrin of God's sovereignty 
out of their creed, or, at least, how to modify its 
statement so that it ghall be made agreeable to 
human reason. They are willing to recognize God 
in their constitution, but they want him to limit his 
power by the vote of the msjority of the presbyteries. 
They insist that he shall govern after the method of 
parliamentary restraint, thet the divine sovereignty 
shall be limited, and no longer absolute and without 
regard to human suffrage. 

The Reformed Presbyterians are a comparativly 
small branch of the great Presbyterian family, and 
are probably looked upon by the rest as cranky fel- 
lows, who carry their uncompromising spirit to an 
absurd extreme. But they liv up to their convio- 
tions ard Geserve respect in consequence. They do 
not try to hedge, but accept the conclusions from 
their doctrins boldly and without evasion. They 
believe that the only true sovereign in the universe is 
God and that earthly rulers are his mere creatures, 
powerless against his will. Hence they declare that 
a government which does not so proclaim, ard act 
accordingly, is wicked and godless, and to take part 
in it is sin. 

But the main body of the Presbyterians rebel 
against the theory of the absolute sovereignty of 
God when it runs counter to their notions of what 
justice ought to be. They want to profess to believe 
in an Omnipotent and omniscient Ged, and yet to 
avoid the necessary conclusion that he has deter- 
mined unchangeably whatever he brings to pass. 
They say that there is only one will in the universe, 
but when their own wills are in opposition to it, they 
want to devise some way of escaping the inevitable 
collision. p 

God, says their oreed, is absolute in his sovereignty 
over every human creature. He has devised a system 
of rewards and punishments, sending some men and 
angels to hell, and others io heaven; and logically, 
continues the Westminster Confession, he, the all- 
knowing and the all-powerful, must hav known from 
the beginning what was to be the fate of each 
creature to be made. That is the doctrin of election, 
and how can you get rid of it without denying the . 
personality of God, or throwing overboard belief in 
future reprobation ? . 

But the Presbyterians are trying to get over it. 

They want & more agreeable doctrin. They want 
to believe that even if some people are to be damned, 
God did not foresee and decree their fate from all 
eternity, though he foresaw and decreed whatsoever 
was to happen. They recoil from the thought of 
becoming downright Atheists, yet they would make 
of God only the expression of their desires, not a 
personal ruler with mankind as his powerless sub- 
jects. 
The situation is very remarkable. It seems to us 
that the first effort of the Presbyterians should be 
to keep God in their Confession of Faith, rather than 
to bring it to pass that his sovereignty shall be 
recognized in the Constitution, a document which has 
no relation to religion, and lays down the funda- 
mental principles of government for a republio in 
which the separation of church and state is complete 
and final. 


a 


- twenty millions are in church edifices. 


47 TAHE 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


E., M. Maoponarp, E - P . Editor. 
O. P. SoMERBY, ° - Business Manager. 
i PUBLISHED BY 
THE IRUIH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SHEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and. Bg- 
press Money Orders payable to CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - - - JULY 26, 1890. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 
Bingle subscription im advance............ ees ere 8S 90 
One subscription two years, in adVance............... e. 5 00 
TWO new SUDSCTIDESS........csccccsssersrcscscsssescerseessones 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
MIAN PD . 500 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remittance ....... «esee eene eee ca tton etse sotto tte eun ? 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remíittance ....... eene eene tente tenent tonus EE 8 60 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remittanoe ........ccccssccoesssscccsscseessssssssenseseeee tee 10 90 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably à 
with one remittance. 


IN PRESS. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book, 


One Hundred and Eighty-five Pictorial Argu- 
ments Against the Church, and Nearly 
the same Number of Pages 
of Reading Matter. 


Price, $2; advance orders solicited. 


The Untaxed Churches of Philadelphia. 


We are glad to note that here and there the peo- 
ple of the country are awakening to the fact that the 
exempt-from-taxation property is becoming a burden 
too onerous to be borne. The proposition to amend 
the constitution of Maryland so that churches and 
other non-productiv real estate may pay their share of 
the cost of the government, has already been noticed. 
Mr. Reynolds has extendedly told us what the state 
of Washington is doing. The latest protest against 
this indirect robbery is from Philadelphia. The 
evening Jtem has taken the matter up and publishes 
a long list of churches, hospitals, charitable institu- 
tions, and state and national properties which, by 
being exempt, increase the taxes which must be paid 
-by the non-exempt property. The question, says the 


` Item, is a serious one, and concerns every citizen 


proportionately to the amount of money he owns. 
No one owns so little that he does not feel the in- 
crease. The city treasury, adds the Ziem, needs 
money and needs it badly. Each year councils agree 
on the figure which citizens must pay as a tax on 
their property, to put that money in the city treas- 
ury. Each year $84,884 394 of property is passed 
over and goes untaxed; nay, the amount is daily 
growing larger. Do not the people who hav other 
property pay much more than they in proportion 
ought because of this? 

Of this vast amount of untaxed property over 
The follow- 
ing is a list as compiled by Zaggart’s Times: 

* Methodist Episcopal churches, 124; assessed at $2,- 
714,100. 

“ Presbyterian churches, 121; assessed at $4,249,500. 

“Protestant Episcopal churches, 104; assessed at $3,- 
548,200. 

** Baptist churches, 94; assessed at $2,197,500. 

* Roman Catholic churches, 86; assessed at $8,866,200. 

* Lutheran churches (German Reformed, etc.), 58; as. 
sessed at $2,976,100. 2 

** Friends’ meeting houses, 19; assessed at $64,000. 

** Jewish synagogs, 14; assessed at $419,000. 

“ Universalist churches, 5; assessed at $127,000. 

** Unitarian churches, 8; assessed at $92,000. 

“t Moravian churches, 3; assessed at $75,000.” 


This list foots up to $20,323,600. In addition 
there are sixty-nine churches the value and denom- 
ination of which are not given in the assessor’s books, 
In addition there are charitable institutions, which 
are next door to churches, as follows’: 


No. o Assessed No. o: Assessed 

Ward. Ohurcheer. value. | Ward. Ohurches. value. 
1st 35 800 | 16th 000,000 

2d 18 885,800 | 17th H 7.00 
3d 9 88.800 | 18th 7 113,000 
4th 5 148.000 | 19th 6 88,500 
oth 6 64 000 | 20th 0 000,000 
6th 10 482 000 | 21st 8 12 000 
"th 14 715 000 | 22d 80 448 700 
8th 19 1,129 500 | 28d 12 184,800 
9th 8 1,267.090 | 24th 23 761.500 
10th 18 1,008 600 | 25th 12 187,650 
11th 0 00.000 | 26th 106 500 
12th 1 2 800 | 27th 26 1,848 900 
18th 5 71.700 | 28th 20 760 000 
14th 8 231,500 | 29th 9 8,445 500 
15th 11 253,500 | 80th 4 28,000 
LOLA] Siccossosccscevscesdessess $13,693,650 


The large amount in the twenty-ninth ward is 
chiefly Girard Oollege property, a Seoular institution 
stolen by Jesuitical Protestants. 

Considering this matter the Jtem says: “ Oburches 
of every denomination should pay the regular tax. 
This is not a matter of sentiment, but of business. 
The people, indirectly, pay the taxes of the churches. 
The rate of tax they pay on their own property is 
increased by the exemption of the immense amount 
of church property. Then those who belong to the 
smaller denominations, which hav but little property, 
pay the taxes, together with the rest of the people, 
on the property of the larger denominations. Again, 
the non-church-goer pays taxes for the churches 
in which he has uo interest. The Masonic Temple 
is assessed at $1,000,000 but it is exempt from taxa- 
tion. Why? It is neither a religious nor a chari- 
table organization. Why do the great mass cf peo- 
ple who are not Masons, pay the taxes on the 
Masonic Temple ?” 

We regard it as a very healthy sign that the Sec- 
ular Union has induced others to consider this 
matter. Men can be reached by way of their pockets 
quicker, perhaps, than through their sense of justice. 
There never was an argument in favor of exempting 
churches that would bear examination. It is not 
good publie policy ; it is against honesty; is wholly 
unjust. We hope that the Jtem will not allow the 
question to disappear from sight, but will follow its 
good beginning up by agitation which shall compel 
the legislature to remedy the enormous and enor- 
mously inereasing evil. 


The sub-committee on permanent organization of 
the World’s Fair Commission held its first meeting 
on July 16th at Philadelphia. Mr. Thomas Cochran, 
who was chairman of the finance committee of the 
Centennial Exhibition, gave the committee a general 
idea of the manner in which the Centennial Exhibi- 
tion was conducted. In the course of the conver- 
sation the question of keeping the Fair open on Sun- 
days arose. On this question the committee was 
unanimous, all of them expressing the opinion that 
the exhibition should remain open on Sunday. 

We trust that the American Sabbath Union and 
God-in-the-Oonstitution people will not fall down in 
fits when they read this. 


rn 
History Repeats Itself. 

The Christian Advocate complains that it is a 
waste of time@ attempt aggressiv Protestant work 
in Russia. Not until the whole constitution is 
changed, it says, can it be effected. 

The cause of these discouraging words is that in 
Wytepsk several men “of the best character" are in 
ihe inner secret prison, where they hav been held 
during the whole of the present year. Their only 
offense is that they hav tried to spread the “ evan- 
gelical” teachings of the gospel among their ac- 
quaintances. They are now told that they will 
probably be deprived of their property and rights, 
and some will be imprisoned as common criminals, 
and others banished either to Siberia or beyond the 
Caucasus. Russian law concerning religious teaching, 
says the Advocate, is in the interest of the orthodox 
Russo-Greek church. So long as the priests are not 
interfered with, or proselytes made directly from 
that church, little disturbance is made ; but if their 
revenues or congregations are interfered with, or 
their attention attracted in the slightest way, 
they can put the machinery of persecution in opera- 
tion. 

When the editor of the Advocate wrote that did 
he stop to think that his description fitted our own 
country but acomparativly few decades ago? and that 
it was not the Russo-Greek but the Protestant 
church which put the machinery of persecution in 


Ü|the Puritan faith? 


operation, and made it a waste of time to attempt 
aggressiv work which interfered with the priests of 
Did he stop to think of the 
witches hanged on Boston Common, and the Quaker 
women, naked to the waist, whipped through New 
England streets by the Puritan Protestants? Did 
he ges by mental vision the banished Baptists and 
the tortured heretics ? 

' Giv any orthodox church the power, and to-day 
they would punish heresy with whip, and chain, and 
fire. So long as & church deoms a certain belief 
essential to salvation, just so long it will kill and 
burn if it has the power." The Russo-Greek church 
deems a belief in its ereed essential to salvation, and 
the evangelical Christians are as truly heretics to 
that ereed as the Quakers were to the oreed of the 


Puritans. 
—— y 9————————— 


The Confessional. 

The Catholic Review copies from the Christian 
Register, a Unitarian organ, these words of a corre- 
spondent : 

‘í The confessional has given the church an immense power 
over the conduct of its members, which I believe it has used 
wisely in the interests of female purity. Undoubtedly its 
female orders hav aided in this good work. Unfortunately, 
the great body of Protestant young girls are receiving no 
instruction or friendly counsel on that subject from either 
minister or mother. Personal purity has been held too deli- 
cate a subject for even a mother to allude to, and so the 
child is left to chance to learn the most sacred things. Let 
the Protestants gladly admit what the Catholics are doing in 
that respect, and emulate their example.” 

This utterance, naturally, pleases the Review. It 
shows, ib ssys, “that the superiority of the Catholic 
system is becoming known and appreciated by many 
outaide the church.” Then it goes on to inform such 
idiots as this Unitarian and other Protestants what 
they must do to emulate the example of the Catholics. 

** In the first place, they must be convinced that confession 
is a sacrament, of divine institution; that it is not only a 
duty but a privilege—in fact the greatest boon of God to 
man; that when our Lord said: ‘ Whose sins ye remit they 
are remitted unto them, and whose sins ye retain they are 
retained,’ it was not necessary for him to add a command 
that the people should confess to them, for the necessity of 
confession is implied in the very power of remitting and 
retaining sins. For how could they tell what sins to remit 
and what to retain unless they were confessed with their 
attendant circumstances? But the penitents must also be 
convinced that there will be no possibility of their confidence 
ever being betrayed; that the lips of the confessor will be 
forever sealed; that they can go with even more confidence 
to their spiritual than they can to their bodily physician for 
advice and direction upon the most delicate subjects, and 
that as the bodily physician is prepared for his very respon- 
sible and delicate office by a long course of special scientific 
training, so should the spiritual physician be prepared for 
his even more responsible. and if possible, more delicate 
office, by a thorough training in the science of moral theol- 
ogy, which has reference to the guidance of souls in-all the 
various relations of life. The wisest and holiest 
among us need spiritual direction, while for the young of 
both sexes the confessional may be said to be the only real 
safeguard against the temptations to which they are 
exposed.” ' 

In the breaking up of the Protestant creeds, the 
evolution from primitiv barbarie theology to an 
ethical system which shall offer to men rules of con- 
duet for happy guidance, the growth from Ohris- 
tianity to Rationalism, it is inevitable that the con- 
servativ, the fossilized, the one in whose nature 
linger relics of the past, shall turn to the unpro- 
gressiv sect and find therein a haven for its slavish 
soul. But that a Unitarian, a member of a sect 
which is supposed to be the highway to heresy—yea, 
heresy itself—should “cling lovingly to the legends 
of the bib and rattle” and * crawl back in cribs and 
ask to hear the rhymes and fables once again,” is - 
indeed a surprise. For if there is one thing which 
we had supposed the decent portion of the world 
agreed upon it is that the confessional has been the 
source of more immorality than any other institution 
which the Romish church adopted from paganism. 
The confessional has ever been, if our histories are 
not all false, “the key to open the door of seduction 
and adultery. The canker of our social life has 
been the Christian creed, the bandit of our morals 
has been the Christian priest.” Anglicanism is the 
one sect of Protestantism which has borrowed this 
corrupting “sacrament,” and through its means, 
says an English writer, Rome has “again asserted 
her power to whisper her infamies into the ear of 
the English wife and the English maiden, in order 
that she may make the English home impure sud 
rosa, and transform the flower of English woman- 
hood into brazen Phrynes.” 


THE TROTH SHEKER, JULY 26, 1890. 


473 


daughter, Lucretia, by festivities, at which his mis- 
tress, Julia Bella, was present, and which was en- 
livened by licentious plays. . All the clergy 
kept mistresses, and all the convents of the capital 
[Rome] were houses of ill fame.” 


The licentiousness of the clergy, says Erasmus, 
“has debauched and turned into poor prefligates 
one hundred thousand women in England." “Yet 
who is he, though he be never so much aggrieved, 
who dere lay to their charge, by any action at law, 
even the leading astray of a wife or daughter? 
If he do, he is by and by accused of heresy,” and the 
Inquisition knew how to punish heresy. One of the 


Priests, says the Review, receive thorough train- 
ing in the science of moral theology. If the Review 
had said immoral theology its statement would hav 
been true. Den’s and Liguori’s “ Moral Theologies” 
are so utterly immoral that they cannot be trans- 
lated into the English language without subjecting 
the translator to fine and imprisonment. A few 
years ago the founder of Tuz Trura Keszeg under- 
took to let the public know just what these books 
taught the priests. The writer of this was given 
the task of preparing them for the printer; but he 
found them so thoroughly rotten that he advised a 
discontinuance of the work, and the “copy” was 
burnt, and the plates completed were thrown into 
the melting-pot. When, some years ago, the Prot- 
estant Evangelical Mission of London disseminated 
such a translation of certain parts of the moral 
theologies bearing on the confessional, of Dens and 
Liguori, Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, in the court 
of queen's bench, found the book obscene, and it 
was likewise suppressed. And in a little work by 
the editor of the Agnostic Journal, W. Stewart 
Ross, of London, “The Confessional Exposed,” the 


at the instigation of Henry VIII., writes as follows 
of the English monasteries: “There were found 
in them, not seven, but more than seven hundred 
thousand deadly sins. Alack, my heart maketh all 
my members to tremble when I remember the abom- 
inations that were there tryed out. O Lord God! 
what canst thou answer to the Cities of the Plein 
confounded with celestial fire, when they shall allege 


commissioners of the report to Parliament, in 1563, |. 


larger portion of the extracts from these two books 
At the conclusion of 
several pages of quotations Mr. Ross says, “Enough! 


has to be printed in Latin. 


I can wade no further into this Latin filth. 


Through a breach in the ramparts of Rome I feel 
I hav the courage to rush, unhesiiatingly, agsinst 
the spears of all her Gods or the curses of all her 
But Rome has nonplussed me this time; 
in the breach she has put a dunghill, reeking with 
How books of 
which this is a correct description can teach morality 
is one of those things which Jesuitism alone can 
explain. And if moral theology as taught by Rome 
is a safeguard against the temptations to which 


flamens. 


defecation, cataplasmal with offal.” 


youth is exposed, what would be an immoral theol- 
ogy which is no safeguard at all ? 

The confessional was established as an essential 
part of church disciplin at the fourth Lateran Coun- 
cil in 1215 a.D., though the practice is older. It was 
a superstitious growth from Jewish and pagan 
beginnings, adopted authoritativly by Rome under 
Innocent ITI. to increase ecclesiastical power. From 
that date, says the writer previously referred to, till 
the hammer of Luther sounded on the church door 
at Wittenburg, Lust and Rapacity had it all their 
own way. It is a disagreeable subject, and one 
which we would like to pass by in silence, but when, 
in these days, Unitarian writers are found advocating 
ita adoption by Protestant sects, it seems imperativ 
to recall its disastrous consequences when enforced 
by the priests of the Romish church. To do this it 
ig necessary to use but a fraction, and that not the 
most vulgar fraction, of the facts cited by Saladin in 
his exposé of the infamous sacrament. 

The confessional was the nexus between the mon- 
astery and the convent. “The nuns were, by the 
questionings of the confessor, familiarized with the 
most secret sins of the celibate priest’s libidinous 
heart. Sexual amours are not safe topics for con- 
versation between man and woman. The prurient 
guggestivness of a wily confessor would be, generally, 
enough to leave the unhappy ‘Bride of Ohrist’ with 
the burden of her dishonored person and her broken 
vows.” The women inside the convents and the 
women outside them were the prey of the priests. 
D'Aubigne in his “History of the Reformation” 
says: “In many places the people were delighted at 
seeing a priest keep a mistress, that the married 
women might be safe from his seductions. . . . 
Corneille Adrian at Bruges, the Abbot Trinkler at 
Capel, imitated the manners of the east, and had 
their harems. In many places the prieat 
paid the bishop a regular tax for the woman with 
whom he lived, and for each child he had by her. 
A German bishop ssid publicly one day, at a great 
entertainment, that, in one year, eleven thousand 
priests had presented themselvs before him for that 
purpose. . Rodrigo Borgia, after having 
lived with a Roman lady, had continued the same 
illicit connection with one of her daughters, named 
Rose Vanozza, by whom he had five children. He 
was a cardinal and archbishop, living at Rome with 
Vanozza and other women . when the death 
of Innocent VIII. created a vacancy in the pontifical 
chair. He succeeded in obtaining it by bribing each 
cardinal at a stipulated price. . . Borgia be- 
eame pope under the name of Alexander VI. . . . 
He celebrated in the Vatican the marriage of his 


before thee the iniquities of those religions which 
thou hast so long supported? Truly, the 
monstrous lives of monks, friars, and nuns hav de 
stroyed their monasteries and churches, and not we." 
“The commissioners,” writes Burnet, “found great 
factions in the houses, and barbarous crueliies exer- 
cised by one faction against another, as either of 
them prevailed. But for the lewdness of 
the coafessors of nunneries, and the great corruption 
of that state, whole convents being found almost all 
with child; for the dissoluteness of abbots, and the 
other monks and friars, not only with harlots, but 
married women, and for their unnatural lusts and 
other brutish practices are nob fit to be 
spoken of.” 

It is claimed, and undoubtedly with ample reason, 
that the making it compulsory for women to confess 
to the priest had much to do with their seduction 
and the fearful state of morals which obtained. It 
is stated by Llorente fhe historian that in Spain, so 
great was the outcry against the immoralities of the 
priests that the Inquisition granted to the females of 
a certain locality the right to denounce the guilt of 
their confessors, and how the number of priests in- 
criminated was so great that thirty secretaries were 
engaged for sixty days in taking down the deposi- 
tions of the women whom the confessors had seduced 
or attempted to seduce, till at length the depositions 
became so multitudinous and appalling that it was 
deemed best to suspend investigations and burn the 
records of infamy. In Italy the Memoirs of the 
Roman Catholic bishop of Pistoris and Prato were 
once published by the papist Italian government as 
a protest, and as evidence that state measures would 
be required to prevent the Italian nation from hasten- 
ing to inevitable ruin. In these Memoirs is a depo- 
sition by the prioress of St. Oatherine. She says: 
“In compliance with the request which you made me 
this day, I hasten to say something, but I know not 
how. Of those who are gone out of the world, I 
shall say nothing. Of those who are still alive, and 
hav very little decency of conduct, there are many. 
With the exception of three or four, all those whom 
I hav ever known, alive or dead, are of the same 
character ; they hav all the same maxims and the 
same conduct. They are on more intimate terms 
with the nuns than if they were married to them! I 
repeat it; it would require a great deal of time to 
tell half what I know. It is the custom now, when 
they come to visit and hear the confession of a sick 
sister, to sup with the nuns, sing, dance, play, and 
sleep in the convent. It is a maxim of theirs that 
God has forbidden hatred but not love, and that 
man is made for woman and woman for man. I say 
that they can deceive the innocent and the most 
prudent and circumspect, and that it would be a 
miracle to converse with them and not fall! 
The priests are the husbands of the nuns, and the 
lay brothers of the lay sisters. In the chamber of 
one of the nuns I hav mentioned, à man was one 
day found; he fled away, but soon after they gave 
him to us as our confessor extraordinary. How 
many bishops are there in the Papal States who hav 
come to the knowledge of those disorders, hav held 
examinations and visitations, and yet never could 
remedy it, because the monks, our confessors, tell us 
that those are excommunicated who reveal what 
passes in the order! Poor creatures! they think 
they are leaving the world to escape dangers, and 


j Jesuitical natures. 


they only meet with greater ones. Our fathérg and 
mothers hav given us a good education, and here we 
hav to unlearn and forget what they hav taught us. 
Do not suppose that this is the ease in our convent 
alone. It is just the same at St. Lucia, Prato, Piss, 
Perugia, ete. I hav known things that would aston 
ish you. Everywhere it is the same. Yes, every: 
where the same disorders, the same abuses prevail. 
I say, and I repeat it, let the superiors suspect as 
they may, they do not know the smallest part of the 
enormous wickedness that goes on between the 
monks and the nuns whom they confess. The monkg 
are all alike with their penitents.” 

If anyone believes that these things lay all passed 
away and that the priests of to-day are pure men, iet 
Lim read Chiniquy’s and Edith O'Gorman's booke- 
accounts of to-day and of our own country. He will 
find that the confessional is “as lewdly suggestiv as 
ever it was, and the priests and priestesses of the 
Christian faith as grossly licentious as ever they 
were-—a blight, a canker, and a curse to society as 
far as it comes under their influence.” “There is not 
a Romish priest extant,” says Dr. Nolan, * who has 
acted in the capacity of a confessor but must admit 
the truth of this observation, that each day's confes- 
sions had been the continued causes of unchaste ex- 
citements in his mind. Oh, my friends, there is no 
Romish clergyman, no matter how satisfied he may 
appear in your estimation, but must allow that the 
first subject of his own confession to another priest 
is an acknowledgment of his having indulged in un- 
chaste thoughts on account of the indecent recitals 
made before him in the confessional. I could relate 
many practical proofs from others corroborativ of 
my statement, were it not that a principle of honor 
prescribes the necessity of silence in this respect. 
While I thus uplift the veil of mystic darkness from 
over the confessional, must not you yourselvs admit 
that this pretended tribunal of forgivness has been 
often, to your own knowledge, converted by the 
priest into an apology for crime? Has not this 
practice of inquisitorial debasement often exposed 
the weakness of the penitent, and has it not conse- 
quently furnished the lecherous dispositions of many 
priests with an easier and more appropriate mode of 
seduction? Has not the innocence of virginity been 
often despoiled through the confessional, and has 
not the morality of otherwise virtuous women been 
frequently corrupted through it? Is there a single 
diocese in Ireland but furnishes proofs of Romish 
clergymen who hav been suspended for the notorious 
crime of having converted the tribunal of confession 
into an apology for wickedness? ‘The very diocese 
in which I officiated as a Romish clergyman affords 
sufficient proofs of the correctness of my statement. 
Yes, and were the privacy of the confessional to be 
fully developed, it would then be easily seen that 
such abuses at confession as hav been known would 
stand as rare specks on the general sheet of confes- 
sional corruption.” 

We say with Saladin, Enough! We can wade no 
further into this filth. To apply the words of Canon 
Stowell to the Christian Register’s correspondent, 
we cannot feel free to think that any Unitarian will 
ever go himself, or allow his wife or daughter to go, 
to that slaughterhouse of freedom and purity. So 
far from being a safeguard for the young, or a means 
of moral teaching, the confessional is responsible for 
untold corruption, and is in itself a foul ceremonial, 
if the priests put to penitents the questions and sug- 
gestions taught in their * Moral" Theologies. In- 
stead of being, as the Review insinuates, a means of 
relieving their troubled consciences on “ certain sub- 
jects of a delicate nature which above all others need 
the advice of a trained, judicious, and wise spiritual 
director,” it is the inquisition through which coarse, 
licentious men teach the young unmentionable vile- 
ness and accomplish purposes as black as their own 
That anyone should counsel 
Protestant ministers to emulate the example of 
Rome’s priests is monstrously infamous. 

—— 9 — ————— 

ACCOMPANYING 8 picture of a disreputable-looking, scrawny, 
and sanctimonious pedagog, Truth says: ‘This is a por- 
trait of the Wisconsin school-teacher who persisted in read- 
ing prayers and the scripture, instead of teaching the boys. 
He looks it, doesn’t he? He knows all about the laws of 
Moses, but nothing of the Constitution of the United States. 
He believes in flagellation and prayer, but the law is to him as 
asealed book. He is just the fellow t? bring up lads to vote 
for federal election, prohibitiv tariff, spoils to the victor, 
anti-liquor laws, corrupt balloting, and God in the Consti- 
tution.” 
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Waverty, Nes., July 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find draft for two years’ subscrip- 
tion. Iam an old subscriber. Allow my name to remain 
upon the “ roll of honor" as à member in good standing in 
the big church of truth seekers. Wishing you prosperity 
personally, and an increased circulation of your grand paper, 
I remain, Yours truly, Mrs. S. J. CARPENTER. 
PocaTELLO, Ipa., July 3, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $2, for which you will 
please send me the pictorial book when finished. I hope to 
be able to get & good club in this glorious town of Free. 
thought in the near future, both for the book and Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER. Kind regards to Brothers Peck and Heston. May 
they liv long and prosper. C. PAUL8AN. 


NATIONAL SoLDIERS’ Home, LEAVENWORTH, KAN., 
July 12, 1890. 


Mr. EprToR: I actually needed not to renew, because I 
find your paper regularly in our library. But as I am one 
of the oldest subscribers I hold on to it stili. I am seventy 
years old. I concluded to hold out to the last. Every num- 
ber I receive 1 send out on missionary work. I feel sorry to 
keep up the fight only with the paper. Some more ammuni- 
tion would be more serviceable. P. Miskwrrz. 


FaizND, Nes., July 10, 1890. 
Mr. Ep:TrOR: Inclosed find $4, for two copies of the 
picture book. 
` J. E. Remsburg will deliver three lectures here on the 19th 
and 20th of the month. The local paper of Friend printed a 
notice of the lectures, and I understand the Methodist par- 
son, Rev. Mr. Barker, read his pedigree the next Sunday 
from the pulpit for daring to notice an Infidel lecture. We 
invited the reverend gentleman to attend the lectures. 
J. W. GILBERT. 


NzwazE, N. J., July 13, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: It is natural to liv and die, but it is unnatu- 
ral that children of one mother should exist in unequal con- 
ditions. Dame Nature should shower her blessings equally 
upon all of her children. Ali are entitled to their share of 
health and wealth. But unfortunately they are not possessed’ 
of just shares. Some are born in luxury and affluence, 
others in poverty and toil; some in health, others in dis- 
ease; some comely and beautiful, others hideous to look at. 
Preachers say that all is brought in this world by an all-wise 
providence. Well, I answer there is very little equity in 
the distribution and no wisdom in partiality. If it is igno- 
rance to be partial, then it is criminal for providence to be 

wise. Respectfully, W. W. Morris. 


Grsson, Ga., July 8, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: I put in my order some time sgo for one 
copy of the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text.Book," and I see 
in the last TRUTA SEEKERS that it is now in press and wish 

` to obtain one asearly as possible. I herein inclose $2, which 
you will please receive and send the book as soon as you can 
get it ready. 

I still keep laboring in the cause of Freethought and think 
Iam doing some good. I am acareful reader of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I read and then lend them out for others io read, 
and almost all who read them like them well. I shall keep 
trying for subscribers, and I hope for some success in the 
future. I liv in that portion of Georgia where orthodox 
Christianity has heretofore entirely predominated, and I am 
certain that Freethinking is now increasing. Iam, 

Ever yours in the cause of Mental Freedom, 
BEABORN KITOBENS, Sr. 


Norta ÁURELIUB, Mion., July 11, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: I must tell you that we had a debate at our 
school-house on the affirmation that woman's intellect is 
equal to man’s, and we had a lively old time. There was & 
Free Methodist minister there, and he told the ladies what 
. the divine will was in regard to the sex. So you see he was 
interpreting God’s will. Then I wanted to know what the 
speaker knew about the divine will. In the first place, I 
referred him to the Hindoo woman who throws her babe to 
the crocodiles to please the wrath of her God, through the 
interpreting of the divine will by her priest. Then I referred 
to the Catholic nunnery, and I wanted him to look at the 
young women in there by the same process of the priest. 
Then I referred to that dirty system of Mormonism, al! kept 
up by the same process of the priest, all by the interpreting of 
the divine will of God. Then I spoke of burning witches, 
hanging Quakers and whipping them through streets tied to 
a cart’s tail in mid-winter, and a good deal more which I 
hav not space to write. I say, away with such jackasses. 

The priests do not like me. JOSEPH LAXE. 


STEP, ALA., July 10, 1890. 

Mr. EpiToR: I want you to understand that you and the 
cause that you are so valiantly battling for has no better 
friend nor stronger advocate in this world than myself. The 
doctrin you teach seems to hav come to me by instinct, nat- 
ure, twenty years ago, and coming under your influence for 
two or three years has only confirmed my natural conviction 
after trying to be a Christian and reading the Bible for thirty 
years. Iam now as confirmed an Infidel as livs on earth. 
I am nearly seventy, but hav no fear of the future. I am 
much more happy than I used to be when trying to be a 
Christian. Iam the only outspoken one in this section, but 
I tell you there is an undercurrent at work even here in this 
Christian land that some day after I hav gone over the river 
will be heard from. Policy and personal motivs is all that 
is clogging the wheels of progress here. 


. not civilized until then. 


I want that picture Bible and must hav it. I think that 
will offset the beautiful story-book that has flooded this 
country in the past two years. My religion is my honesty, 
and I intend to fight it out on that line. If I was able I 
would buy everything on your list of books. I hope to be 
able to continue Taz TRUTH SEEKER while I liv. All the 
reading I hav ever had favoring my natural position has 
been from your office. Poor Bennett, his works will liv 
always. Your friend, 8. D. HovsroN. 


WAYVERLY, Wasu., July 6, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I am in favor of the pictures. Many of 
them on the front page of the paper show up grand ideas, 
and for my part I cannot see how Christians can take offense 
at them, unless the truth is painted too plainly for them. 
When I was a boy I lived in the state of Iowa, and I was 
well acquainted with a man who lived in my neighborhood, 
who if anything derogatory to his standing or character was 
spread, and he knew it was a false charge against him, was 
perfectly unconcerned about it. But one time a bit of scan- 
dal was started on him which caused him to go on the war- 
path. When asked his reason for letting so many bad re- 
ports about himself go unnoticed, and being so hostil on this 
occasion, his reply was, ‘‘ Gentlemen, lies don’t hurt, don’t 
amount to anything; but damn these truths!” And so with 
those Christians who look at these pictures and take offense 
at them. It is because the true aims and workings of Cath- 
olic and Protestant churches are shown up in such fine style. 
Hurrah for Heston, and may he hav a son growing up who 
will be able to fill his place after he is gone, if the world is 
But I wish him a long life and 
plenty of happiness with his family, if he has one. I will 
send my mite for him after a while. B. F. DASHIELLE. 


BrooxpDarz, O., July 13, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $5 for one year’s sub- 
scription for myself and friend, as we hav been 
taking Tae Trota SexKer for four months, and are 80 well 
pleased with it that we think we cannot get along without 
it. And we owe a debt of gratitude to our friend for his 
efforts in inducing us to subscribe. Icansay for myself that 
I obtained a great deal of useful information through the 
paper in regard to Bible questions. 

Iam at times a little diverted when talking with Chris- 
tians on the subject of the Bible. They will all say, Oh, you 
will see the time when you will see your mistake. I will 
say, If I am mistaken I would like to see it now, and as the 
Christian people all over the world are praying to their God 
to show unbelievers the error of their ways for thousands of 
years it seems strange that he does not do it, which fully 
confirms the fact in my mind that there is no such thing as 
prayers being answered. And further, if he would only 
cause us to see our mistake just when we come to die, then 
it would be of no use to trouble ourselvs about it through 
life in trying to believe something that we cannot know any- 
thing about until we come to die. But I think we know 
just as much about that part of it as we ever will know. 
And another query in my mind is how there can be 80 many 
different creeds and doctrins, and all at war with each other, 
when they are all taken from the same book. It seems to 
me that if the book is the inspired word of God for the sole 
salvation of his people, it would be so that all could under- 
stand it alike. And another point is—some people will get 
up in their church and say that they are not living for this 
world but for the next, and still they try to get all of this 
world’s goods that they can. DAN WINELAND. 


Covnom VALLEY, Iba., July 5, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I like to read the ‘‘ Letters from Friends.” 

The Spiritualists are rather roughly handled in the issue of 
June 21st by Mr. Ward. It seems that Spiritualism is like 
the Gods and relics of all time. They could perform almost 
any feat when alone or among friends, but when a rabble of 
enemies had entered a sacred shrine, the God or relic was 
most provokingly inactiv. I am not a Spiritualist, for the 
same reasons that I am not a Christian. But I am willing to 
giv everyone his due. Theirs is a great improvement over 
Christianity in the fact that they are progressiv. This is ob- 
vious from the fact that they substitute a republican or An- 
archistic form for the old monarchy of heaven. I tell you, 
progress on this little earth will tell, even to the farthest ends 
of space. Iam satisfied that if we ever try Socialism and 
find it aa represented, it will be adopted in the spiritual 
world. There would be vast advantages derived from its 
use there. A system of codperativ telephones could be es- 
tablished between the atmospheres of different earthly asso- 
ciations, so when a spirit was wanted at another place he 
could be sent for instantly, thus saving the mortification of 
a medium in not always getting the proper answer. 

But I always find a Spiritualist an economic reformer, go 
I think Atheists, Deists, Agnostics, and Spiritualists should 
all work together as Liberals, and not quarrel over the spoils 
that are not won. Whatever we may believe concerning a 
future existence, all Liberals stand on the ground that though 
our station in some future existence may depend on our de- 
velopment here, it does not depend on our belief or faith. 
This, I think, is the true Liberal position. 

Then if we dispute in a friendly manner over these non- 
essentials, we should ever keep in view, working together 
for the reformation of mankind, measures as follows: 
First, get rid of that traditional compilation of stories known 
as the Bible, which is a standing defense of every act of 
mankind from king to beggar. Second, make mankind 
brothers by industrial reform. After these vital questions 
are solved, then we may turn our attention to the conflict 
between Spiritualism and Materialism, and to some extent 
settle that mental struggle. Let us hav codperation now. 

Send on some Harman blanks. We might as well petition 
Comstock as President Harrison, but nevertheless we will 
show him we are not asleep. J. P. TOWNLEY. 


Marenao, ILL., July 15, 1890. 

Mx. Eprron : In yours of the 12th inst. you made a state. 
ment which should not be passed by unnoticed by Material. 
ists. You say incidentally, under the heading, ‘ Fighting 
Ingersollism,” that your ‘‘ Spiritualistic friend Perry makes 
organs and confutes Materialists.” Now, whether this was 
intended as a sarcasm or as a joke at some one’s expense I 
know not, but at any rate it was great news to me, as well 
88, no doubt, to other Materialists, to see that they had been 
confuted by supernaturalists of any denomination, and by 
Jetting us know when and where we were thus placed hors 
du combat you will place us under obligations. If Material- 
ists were confuted it must hav been by Spiritists telling us 
some of their experiences, or referring to several manifes. 
tations as irrefragable evidence of spirit existence, as I know 
of no other arguments they ever advanced to sustain their 
**gpirit philosophy.” Like the Christian who quotes script- 
ure to prove the genuinness of the Bible, so do Spiritists 
adduce the visions mesmerically (or otherwise) produced to 
prove that there are spirits. One promis is precisely as 
valid as the other. They assume both are genuin, having 
such exuberant faith in them, and do not think it necessary 
to furnish other proof. They present a well-executed coun- 
terfeit of the genuin article—the Christian his Bible for his 
inspiration, etc., and the Spiritist his visions for his spirits— 
and claim that they are proof enough. They hold a bogus 
dollar before your eyes and say, ‘‘ Don’t you see it is a dol- 
lar—what more proof do you want?” That is Spiritualist 
and orthodox logic, and that is the way they ‘‘ confute ” the 
Materialist’s arguments. 

Or, perhaps, in an emergency, when hard pressed, they 
“ confute ” them as they did my challenge and the views 
therein expressed concerning the nature of these manifesta- 
tions, namely, they ignore them entirely, which in former 
ages was considered evidence of being ignominiously 
cornered or floored! But the rules of discussion seem to 
hav changed since then. Now when anyone is silenced, he 
is considered the victor, having by his silence ‘‘ confuted” 
his opponent. It must be a surprise, therefore, for Material- 
ists to learn that they were confuted without knowing when 
and by whom. So they might as well prepare themselvs to 
pass all eternity in ethereal space, for thus having let Spirit- 
ists ‘‘ confute” them by being caught napping, which will 
now render their souls immortal nili vili. No escape for 
them; Spiritualists hav so ordained it, so the other side may 
as well resign itself to its fate. And all this because they 
were ‘‘ confuted " without even knowing that anyone had 
assailed their premises, except perhaps with ephemeral phan- 
tasmagoria of an overheated brain. H. WETTSTEIN. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., July 12, 1890. 
Mr. EpiToR: I had about made up my mind that I had 
nothing more to say on the question of naturalizing foreign- 
ers, especially Catholics, when I came across the following, 
which I clip from the Pittsburgh Dispatch of the 10th inst.: 


Nzw Yozx, July 10.— The following communication from 
a correspondent at Antioch, North Syria, is published this 
afternoon: A Catholic priest, deep in the councils of Rome, 
whose intimacy I hav the fortune to possess, told me of a 
pian whereby the Maronite Catholics of Mount Lebanon 
intend to emigrate to the United States. Unable to get a 
permit from the sultan of Turkey, they will. by stealth, 
cross over to Cyprus, British territory, and sail thence, as 
some detachments hav already done. Another tremendous 
army of Asiatics is preparing to emigrate to the United 
States in theautumn. These last are Armenians. Even 
Armenian paupers in this region, returned to this couutry 
at the expense of Pennsylvania churches, are preparing to 
return in the autumn again to test the infinit folly of Amer- 
icans. They entertain the most sovereign contempt for any 
Jaw of Congress, as the infinit sham of an examination at 
New York has once been passed by them. With the con- 
tinued grinding poverty and military burdens, with the 
increasing taxes, the great masses of western Asia and 
northern Africa are determined to go to the United States. 
Loving my country as my life, I earnestly invoke your instant 
attention to this alarming state of things, that in some way 
Congress may stem the torrent of these hordes of vandals, 
who will ultimately destroy American institutions. I am 
entirely sure that the Maronite Catholic movement is stimu- 
lated to the utmost by the Romanists. Let Congress awaken 
and check these movements. There is no time to be lost. 

If any man who loves his country, whether nativ or 
adopted citizen, can doubt after reading that that the Cath- 
olic propaganda are Conspiring to capture this country to 
the church, by an organized .effort to get the majority of 
voters by any and all means in their power, he must be blind 
indeed ; and if the hordes they are pouring jn on us are all 
naturalized, their object will be gained in another decade, 
in my opinion. The naturalization laws must be repealed 
or worse will happen. The Catholic church has hundreds 
of societies armed and drilled, ready for the fray when they 
see their time hag come. And lately at Pittsburgh was a con- 
vention of all of them to consolidate the whole into one 
army. Why is it the people are so supine while the enemy 
is laying his plans every hour, in secret and openly— 
openly enough to show his intention? People say to me: 
Oh, if it comes to that, we can put them down as we did 
the Southern rebels. But I tell them the Catholic church ig 
& more wily foe than they ever had to deal with, and before 
they strike a blow they will hav the chains so wound around 
the body politic that it will be of very little use to struggle. 
What is done must be done at once, and one of the first 
things to be done is to stop naturalizing any foreigners; after 
that it may become necessary to conflecate the property that 
is held in trust by the bishop for the pope—to giv them the 
same medicin the Mormons (Confiscation of Mormon church 
property under the Edmunds act has been declared constitu- 
tional by the United States Supreme Court.) hav been treated 
with, and what the Mexicans and Brazilians hav had to do 
to keep the state out of the hands of the church. 

Jno. DowNxs. 
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Lexineton, Ky., July 7, 1890. 

Mr. Epitoz: Philosophy has been instrumental in train- 
ing the mental faculties which belong to our nature, but 
oftener, a8 in case of Rousseau (under whose auspices a 
good plow was invented, which seemed to arouse to new 
life the laboring classes of Europe), good has been done by 
the introduction of labor-saving machines. Mr. Heston’s 
picture of the tools presented to the savage, is beautifully 
suggestiv. 

But there is a strange fascination about those vivid, 
luminous thoughts and impressions which require no deep 
study ; those deep, delusiv hopes and fears which are used 
by the clergy in charming and chaining the helpless mind. 

The manacles we wear are fastened about us in childhood. 

The horrid epoch of Nero also produced Seneca, but soon 
Christianity presented to man the deadly absinthe of relig- 
ious faith. At once he becomes a demon, and civilization 
again is only the dream of the theorist. 

Many things prevent the march of true evolution. The 
insane applause which greets the voice of the great orator 
who touches some heartstring, which sends forth rich melo- 
dies upon the air—even this may be a dead weight to im- 
provement. 

But all other contending influences are as nothing to the 
iron grip of the modern clergy, whose demoniac power will 
not giv us a chance to breathe the air of freedom of thought, 
which alone preserves truth intact. 'The clergy hav bound 
truth hand and foot, throwing her into a dimly lighted cav- 
ern which they call ‘‘ religious society.” 

“ The Protestants hav possession of the public schools,” 
you say. The hellish and unreasonable opposition of the 
church to the dictates of reason shows plainly what awful 
calamities are just upon us, like monsters ina jungle just 
ready to spring upon our peaceful homes. The vulgar and 
prejudiced histories, to which the multitude cling, are like 
conventional masks upon the face of honor and unswerving 
rectitude. You might as well try to reason with a volcano 
or whirlwind as with a red-hot, money-loving clergyman, 
surrounded by his bloodthirsty, iron- handed, crafty minions. 
Dear friends, stand firm; the dawn is near. Like Voltaire, 
we will welcome every occasion for ‘‘ avenging insulted 
humanity.” '* We would not love the world so well, did we 
not love honor more." 

The modern Jew has his reasoning powers left uncor- 
rupted because they hav not been drugged to death by the 
Crazy dreams of the New Testament. 

** No man of sound judgment can reconcile Sunday laws 
with the idea of personal freedom and the rights of man in 
the pursuit of happiness. 'The same spirit instigated the 
massacres of Bartholomew and Sicilian vespers, revoked the 
edict of Nantes, lighted the fires of Smithfield.” 

Who is this august character, this God in the schools, but 
a flerce monster without feeling or conscience, ready to kill, 
burn, and destroy his helpless victims, also denying justice 
to those giants of firmness, Reid and Harman, when even an 
eager, life-loving insect has 8 right toa good place in the 
universe. His Sunday and week.day persecutions are alike 
days of blood and infamy without reason, mercy, or justice. 

But, sir, the reservation of lands for the poor by the gov- 
ernment, is all that can save this great country from destruc- 
tion. Will you, and Mr. Trueblood, and others, please 
elaborate a plan for this purpose, if you think it would meet 
the wants of the period? Are the poor to be crammed into 
loathsome corners by speculators who are wolves in human 
shape? Their gilded dens are the homes of the most 
ferocious animals, who always prey upon men, though their 
bloody hands are filled with Christian gold. ALHAZA. 


Sarma, CAL., July 4, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: This is the Fourth of July. I want to 
swear. May I? Not at the God-cursed church nor the 
priest-ridden populace, but at the Liberals. We had a free, 
just, secular government. Now what hav we? You hav 
told the story. Even the Rev. Mr. White, elder of the 
Materialist church, givs it up. But he does not vote as he 
prays—helps the priests shut up the saloons on Sundays. 
I do not know that this is church and state. You tell him. 
He will get right up from his devotions over God and his 
book, and set up God and his day. Wake him up; hold 
him up. Shake him over the hell on earth he is building 
for himself and his neighbors. 

Truly it is all à mess. The state is a mere instrument of 
the church. Who is responsible? The majority. Who 
constitute the majority? Liberals—at least, non church 
members—two to one. The priests bear.rule and the people 
love to hav itso. The Liberals are responsible, first through 
their apathy and indifference, and second from their activity 
on the wrong side. They are too lazy to ascertain the facts, 
and when they do discover danger they are too lazy to think 
how their own actions will affect a desired result, and become 
more dangerous as friends than as enemies. And when not 
too lazy to think methodically, they are too cranky, lop- 
sided, and bull-headed to be governed by common sense 
and do anything that is practical or sensible. 

The first class—the lazy Liberals—is fittingly represented 
by Elder White. No, he is not lazy—he is too busy in his 
amusements laughing at Heston’s pictures or the crudities 
and absurdities of Bible characters to know anything about 
what the saints are doing in America. ‘There is nothing to 
fear, say such men. Science is advancing. Hell is cooling 
off. God is cornered. The church is on its last legs. No 
danger except possibly from the Catholics. ` 

Another class see danger and fight the church with voice 
and pen, but aid it with their votes. They invest the state 
with the same tyrannical powers that govern the church. 
Sinner and saint betray liberty with equal facility. And the 
state has nothing further to fear from church encroachment, 
for the Liberals hav already robbed it of all virility. A 


pious Comstock walks into the citadel of liberty by the same 
gate that paternal Wakeman opens. One prescribes for the 
body in the name of science; the other engineers the soul 
ín the name of religion, and the man does not liv who can 
lay down a principle that would admit the one and exclude 
the other. The Anarchist can see this clearly, and yet, in 
the great fight between the two kinds of government—pater- 
nal and democratic—between liberty and slavery, church 
and state—he is content to be a neutral or bestow two kicks 
upon the state to one against thechurch. And yet he knows 
that his own liberty is at stake. He knows that law is, law 
has been, law will be, and the only question is as to the 
character of that law. He knows that organization alone 
can meet organization; knows that there is no power on 
earth that can grapple with an ambitious priesthood except 
the state; knows that that state will be as Liberal as the 
Liberals make it. And yet he is content to do nothing or worse 
than nothing, atoning for each stab at the state by making 
a face at Comstock. If tEree of these braves should happen 
to fraternize, fall into line, and pucker in concert, how the 
vice agent would tremble. 

Just now the Anarchists extraordinary hav the field. The 
average Liberal has no devotion, is not in earnest about any- 
thing. "These'will sacrifice themselvs, their friends, and their 
cause on the slightest provocation—sacrifice them to a whim, 
a fancy, a mere question of words. These are doing valiant 
work for church and state and Comstock. They are the 
especial friends of women. Let us see. Woman's first need 
is not talk, but a home; not agitation, but protection; a 
just status in marriage and society. Not criticism, but bet- 
terment; not ranting, but a remedy. These Radicals hav 
no remedy, and woman's last estate under their régime is 
worse than the first. The Shakers are the only Liberals who 
hav done anything to better woman’s condition. I say this 
in full view of all my honorable sisters are Saying all the 
time ad nauseam in Lucifer, and I aver they are a8 unwise 
and unbalanced on this question as their orthodox sisters are 
on the temperance issue. They hav been all through a dam- 
age to Harman and a detriment to their own cause. 

But if rational discussion be the need on this question of 
sex, the Heywoods and the Harmans are taking just the 
course to make it impossible. They hav no issue with either 
Judge Foster or Carpenter over this. They hav no occasion 
for martyrdom except as they manufacture it. Their cause 
is not the cause of women nor of free speech. It is not the 
cause of the Liberal press. On the contrary, they are jeop- 
ardizing the very existence of every Liberal paper in the 
land. Why, then, should the Liberal press make it their 
cause? Why rush to their defense, to shield them from the 
known Consequences of their course—a course which they 
hav repeatedly denounced as willful, stubborn, or foolhardy ? 
This is no time to be led away by sympathy. I know its 
power, but I protest against its influence. Are we so clan- 
nish as to support a Liberal simply because he is a Liberal, 
to any and every extent? There is no propriety nor consis- 
tency, no sense, in appealing to the law in favor of those who 
uniformly defy the law and propose to continue it. There 
is just one thing for these men to do—promis to stop printing 
needlessly offensiv matter. In the name of all that is at 
stake in the death grapple between liberty and slavery, 
church or state, I protest against the Liberal forces being led 
off and scattered, to waste their strength over minor masters 
and personal, frivolous issues. C. M. CLINTON. 


PnumapErLPHIA, July 14, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Although I am a Liberal of thirty years’ 
standing, I am, as yet, but a new subscriber to your grand 
and truly American paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I am sup- 
plied with my paper by the news agent of our district. I 
think that this method givs more publicity to your paper, 
and might prove the means of securing to you some new 
subscribers among people that I cannot reach myself. I 
know that the pictures hav already attracted attention, and 
may create an interest. Hence, my object. I am higbly 
pleased with the paper myself. I admire the style of many 
of the articles I find in it. They are plain, sharp, and con- 
vincing; true, reasoning, and indisputable. They are 
exactly what is wanted for the times. Religion is not given 
much to reason, therefore we must keep hammering at it in- 
cessantly. Religion is founded upon nothing and nourished 
by ignorance, and as we know the elements with which we 
hav to deal, we must persevere with our truth and logic, 
and endeavor to light up that spark of reason which is found 
from time to time. 

It has been my misfortune, here of late, to run counter 


1 


with people who are of the God-in-the-Constitution per-. 


suasion. These people are the most obdurate, callous, and 
unreasonable of all that I ever met. Their argument is for 
church power alone; they care not about the rights and 
liberties of others. They say that, as the Christians are in 
the strongest numbers, they hav a right to demand a 
Sunday law, or any other law for the benefit of the church, 
and that the legislature has a right to enact them, and that 
the state has a right to enforce them. I hav also read state- 
ments in thedaily papers to the same effect. If such state- 
ments are true, then of what worth, importance, or con- 
sideration is the Constitution? If I understand it rightly, 
the Constitution is a document of the states, by the states, 
and for the states. The Constitution embraces a code of 
laws in conformity with all those principles necessary for 
the establishment of a perfect liberty, and that will accord to 
all American citizens equal rights and privileges. While 
the Constitution will tolerate all manner of religions, whose 
creeds do not conflict in any way with its general character, 
it cannot, nor dare not, acknowledge any religious gods. 
To the contrary, it declares a separation of church and state. 
Is this not an invitation to the Christian church, or any 


other church, to keep their hands off? As the Constitution 
of the United States is made by the states, it therefore be- 
comes a part and parcel of each state. If, therefore, states 
enact any law to the benefit of any church, do they not 
thereby acknowledge the power of such church, and Violate 
their obligations to the United States? And if they enforce 
such religious laws, do they not enslave all American citizens 
who are not followers of the state’s favorit church? The 
Constitution guarantees to every American citizen his or her 
religious liberty. Any citizen has a right to worship either 
of the score of gods now in vogue. And while doing so, 
people of other gods hav no right to molest them, nor to 
enforce the laws of other gods upon them. Do the Chris- 
tians, as true, patriotic American citizens, endeavor to 
preserve their rights to American citizens? No! But they 
enact laws in the interest of their own church, and enforce 
them upon all the people; rob them of their citizenship, 
reduce them to slavery, and set the organic laws of the 
nation at defiance. Can such tyranny, such outrages against 
the rights of citizens, be sustained by the lying howl of state 
rights? If such diabolical legislation is state's rights, could 
not any other religion or creed, on gaining strength by 
numbers, rule a state supreme also, by having laws enacted 
to the particular benefit of its own church? Hav not the 
Mormons as good a right to rule a state in the name of their 
church as the Christians hav? Hav not the Jews the same 
right also? And if, in the early future, the Liberals should 
find themselvs the greater power of a state, could we not 
then retaliate against religion, by makirg tyrannical laws for 
its suppression? Could we not establish the fact that re- 
ligion is witchcraft in a new form, and enact laws for its 
abolishment? Would religion then ask for state rights? 
No. They would appeal to the government, and ask for 
their religious liberty; which they would hav a right to do, 
and they would also hav a right to hav their prayers granted. 
We are now asking for our American liberty. We hav no 
redress. We appeal to the religionists themselvs. They 
are inexorable. They will concede nothing, but deny us 
everything, even our birthright. This is church power and 
not state right, as the church would hav us believe. They 
thus work their schemes of usurpation and coercion from be- 
hind the bulwarks of the state. A state’s first right, and 
first duty, is to annul or repeal all such iniquitous laws, aud 
thereby preserve to her citizens their religious liberty and 
protect them against unlawful taxation. Does this power, 
appropriated by the Christian church, to abuse, to torture, 
to destroy, come of divine inspiration? If so, then it be- 
hooves the liberty-loving American citizens to place 
themselvs in conflict array, to despoil the enemy of our 
peace, and to destroy the destroyer of the innate attributes 
of the men of men. 
"When by man our land is scourged, 
In the name of Gods, divine; 


Mighty truth shall be our sword, 
Our love, to liberty’s shrine. 


We are told that religious priests, or ministers, are called 
by God, to teach his gospel. If this is true, then what shall 
we say concerning the variegated Christianity as we find it 
to-day, divided into parts, cut into fragments, tattered 
and torn, rent asunder by quarrels and dissensions arising 
from the superstitious prejudices? And all of these quarrel- 
some, snarling puppets of God are called to preach God’s 
gospel, everyone teaching differently. Discord and disunion 
is now the only motiv power to their religious enthusiasm. 
And God himself—he is the right kind of a God for the 
Christians. He is flexible. He is one God to many dif- 
ferent denominations and creeds. He backs up all 


they say of him, no matter how various. It is the 
Jews without a Christ, and the Christians with a 
Christ. It is the Catholics with 8 purgatory, and the 


Protestants without a purgatory. It isthe Methodists with 
their terrible hell, and the Universalists without any hell. I 
can but admire this generosity and leniency on God’s part. 
He allows Christians to believe as they please. And 
if Christians wish to appear as godly as they claim to be, 
they wil accord these same rights to all other people. If 
it were possible for the Jews, by increasing in their numbers, 
to raise once more in the ascendant, God would return, 
like a boomerang, to his starting-point. He would disown 
his son, Christ, and excommunicate the Holy Ghost. We 
should then hav once more the God of our fathers, of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of Solomon, the wise king, 
who had children enough to fill his great temple at Jerusalem. 
We would hav the old system of burnt offering and sacrifice 
restored. Witches would again abound, to counsel the 
kings of God’s nations, presidents, and congresses. Gov- 
ernors and legislatures would become a thing of the past, as 
the laws of man are as blasphemy compared with the divine 
knowledge of priests and kings, obtained through the 
agency of God's witches. 

Tithes and tributes would be levied upon all the people 
for the support of the church, no matter of what creed, 
color, nationality, or previous condition. Tie Sabbath 
Saturday law would go into practice once more, the social 
system of polygamy would become prevalent again, and 
God would sanction all of these things to-day as he did in 
days of yore, 

When men made their God, they fashioned his character 
like unto that of men, that God himself might appear more 
godly. 

I will change the subject, and close, by inserting this from 
the Philadelphia Record - 

THE LIVES OF MEN. 
"Tis strange about the lives of meu. 
They liv, they love, they die. And then. 
What, then? Ah, don't I wish I knew ; 
But really cannot tell. Can you ? m 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Hditeà by Miss Busan H. Wixow, Fail 
River, Hass., to whom all Communications for 
this Dorner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohiidren's Hour.” 


Six and Sixty. 


Light of the morning, 
Darling of Dawning, 

Blithe little, lithe little daughter of mine ! 
While with thee ranging 
Sure I'm exchanging 

Bixty of my Years for six years like thine. 
Wings cannot vie with thee, 
Lightly I fly with thee, 

Gay as the thistledown over the lee; 
Life is al] magic, 
Comic or tragic, 

Played as thou playest it daily with me. 


Floating and ringing 
Thy merry singing 
Comes when the light comes; like that of the 
birds. 
List to the play of it! 
That is the way of it; 
All’s in the music and naught in the words— 
Glad or grief-laden, 
Schubert or Hadyn, 
Ballad of Erin or merry Scotch lay; 
Like an evangel 
Some baby angel 
Brought from sky nursery stealing away. 
Surely I know it, 
Artist nor poet : 
Guesses my treasure of jubilant hours., 
Sorrows, what are they ? 
Nearer or far, they 
Vanish in Sunshine, like dew from the flowers; 
Years, I am glad of them! 
i Would that I had of them’ 
More and yet more, while thus mingled with 
thine. 
Age, I make light of it! 
Fear not the sight of it." 
Time's but our plat mate, whose toys are divine. 
—T. W. Higginson in Century. 
— t$ — ——— 


Ned and His Pony. 


A pony had been given to Ned, 
To his delight and joy, 

A tiny little quadruped 
To suit a tiny boy. 


But tiny boys of course increase 
In size, their legs grow long ;' 

And ere two years had passed away 
Ned was both tall and strong. 

** I'm in an awkward fix,” he cried, 

* For this will never do ; 

My feet will soon be on the ground 
Unless his legs grow too !” 


But, boys, do you suppose that steed 
Would grow aninch? Not he. 

He'd trot and gallop, eat and drink, 
But that was all, you 868. 


His growing days were done before 
He ever came to Ned, 

And as the boy took in this truth, 

“Imin a fix,” he said. 


One day, when he was riding fast, 
The pony cast a shoe; 

Ories Ned, “ We'll visit blacksmith Joe, 
And sce what he can do.” 

Joe pared the sturdy little hoof, 
He pared and pared away, 

The while young master watched the deed 
In horror and dismay. i 


At length he spoke, “Look here now, Jos, 
I don't feel quite at ease ; 

My pony's small euough Just now, 
Don't make him smaller, please !” 
—— 9-4—9——————— 


A Bright Speech. 
BY A RISING YOUNG MAN. 

At a Fourth of July celebration (this year) 
George J. Remsburg was called upon to 
make a speech. He responded in a few re- 
marks from which the following extracts are 
taken: ''Ladies and Gentlemen, Fellow- 
citizens: I hav been called upon to make a 
speech and I am sorry to say that I am un- 
prepared, but nevertheless I am going to say 
a few words, for on an occasion like this 
—when we hav assembled together to cele- 
brate the glorious Fourth of July—I can 
hardly refrain from giving utterance to my 
feelings. But when I realize the true greatness 
and grandeur of this memorable day, I can 
not summon words strong enough to express 
my feelings. I feel that we are doing our 
duty when we meet here in this shady grove 
‘amid the beneficent fruition of nature,’ to 
celebrate this memorable day, for just one 
hundred and fourteen years ago to-day, my 
fellow-citizens, the old liberty bell in Phil- 
adelphia ‘ proclaimed liberty throughout the 


republic. Many a brave man has bared his 
bosom to the storms of shot and shell for the 
sake of American independence. Brave men 
were with Washington on the bloody field of 
Monmouth. They fought by the side of the 
dying Warren on the blood-soaked ridge of 
Bunker Hill. They were with Arnold and 
Montgomery in their heroic charge upon 
Quebec. They were with Lafayette and 
Pulaski at the Brandywine; with Stark at 
Bennington; with Arnold at Saratoga; with 
Wayne at Stony Point; with DeKalb at 
Camden, and on every bloody field of the 
Revolution they fought, bled, and died that 
their country might be free. No nation in 
the world can boast of men who fought with 
more courage, bravery, and determination 
than did the soldiers of the American Revo- 
lution. They were inspired by the thought 
of independence; their souls were animated 
by the sentiment of that lofty declaration of 
Patrick Henry, ‘Giv me liberty or giv me 
death,’ and they pushed ahead, heedless of 


{the flying shot and shell that swept their 


ranks like a wild tornado. O America! how 
can you fail to honor your brave defenders? 
They made you the grandest nation on earth 
—they placed upon your brow 4 wreath of 
everlasting glory. At their feet lie the great 
evils that hav threatened the destruction of 
your liberties, on their swords and bayonets 
is written your history, and by their sides 
stand the glorious stars and stripes without 
a stain on them.” R 
— to — ———. 
Corner Gospel. 
PREOIOUS TIME. 

Do we realize the value of time? Not gener- 
ally. Wewasteit. Wesquanderit. Wethrow 
it away in the most reckless manner. Here 
an hour, there another, until the greater part 
of daylight has flown, no one knows whither, 
and the hour for sleep has come. But what 
shall we do with it? Oh, there is so much, so 
very much, to do. Development of mind and 
body, of all the faculties. is imperativ upon 
us. By making the most of ourselvs we 
make the world better, we contribute to the 


general welfare. Life is sweet as we use time 
properly and profitably. It is a burden when 
we dawdle aimlessly and foolishly along, 
throwing the costly possession of time away 
as lightly as thistledown floats on the air. 

Time is ours now. Let usemployit. The 
message is always, Do something, be some- 
thing. The flowers of light, life, and beauty 
are on the mountain-top. They are for you, 
but you alone must pluck them. Another can 
not gather them for you. The glittering jewels 
of science and truth are for you, but you must 
strive for them yourself. Action, employ- 
ment, energy, toil, are necessary adjuncts to 
honorable living. Time will not wait. The 
surging waves gO On ard on, flowing faster 
and faster. Ifyou do not steer your craft you 
must drift, you know not where. The gold 
of time is the faithful use of it. 

How many might truthfully put up some 
such notice as this, as suggested by that fine 
thinker and teacher, Horace Mann: Lost, 
yesterday, somewhere between sunrise and 
sunset, two—or more—golden hours, each 
One set with sixty diamond minutes. No 
reward is offered, for they are gone for- 
ever.” 

Then let us resolve to lose not one precious 


minute of time, but use each with all care and 
diligence. 

Gather your roses while you may, 

Old Time is still a-flying, ° 
And this same flower that blooms to-day 
To-morrow may be dying. 
8. H. W. 
te 
To Miss Mary Foster. 

No, I do not smoke or chew tobacco, nor 
do I hav any very bad habits. Womankind 
will ever pick up rubbish where she could 
find gems. She still holds fast to Christ for 
anexample and leaves our noble Ingersoll in 
the cold. . 

Bhe-o is used simply to scare womanhood, 
for if he-l] was used it would remove her 
holy horror of that place; but God’s domains 
are still called he-aven fora sort of drawing 
card. 

Perhaps Sam(’s)son ought to hav been 
mentioned, but it must be remembered that 
& woman was the cause of all his misfort- 
unes. And while Bible characters are 
being named, Ham Ilton, named after the 


land, unto all the inhabitants thereof.’ Tne|COlored gentleman who went up in the ark, 


sword of Washington, together with the pens 
of Paine and Jefferson, and the eloquent ap- 
peals of Patrick Henry, James Otis, and the 


should not be forgotten. 
Of course 


** Mistress Mary, quite contrary,” 


Adamses, were the originators of American| would never be so mean as to mention 


independence, and it was this strong pillar 
upon which they laid the foundation of our 


Mad(i)son. 


No doubt ''She-cago? should belong to | 


the fair sex, for it has long been noted for its 
But it must be remem- 


large-footed girls. 
bered that ‘‘ She-cago ” ig (in) Ill. 


Did I cry when I was first put into 
I felt prouder than & 
peacock and richer than Orcesus, and perhaps 
the happiest day in my life was when I shed 
petticoats and bloomed into a full.grown 


breeches? Well, no. 


boy. : 


The judges of the Supreme Court may 


wear gowns, but that is so they may be dis- 
tinguished from the prisoners. 
them look more like fools than judges. 

I think the women must hav a mortgage 
on the ** mother tongue;” for if they are not 
careful they will wear it out. But those who 
use it most wisely are the master minds. 

No, there are no “ sir maids,” but there are 
mer men. But is it not rather unpatriotic to 
compare imaginary mermaids to the “ father 
of his country?” 

If the Milky Way belongs to womanhood, 
how does it happen that it is composed of so 
many sons (suns)? 

‘ There is hope for the world when woman- 
hood awakes.” Of course she has not yet, 
but the world seems to get along all right 
without her help. 

Where did girls get that barbarous custom 
of boring their ears? I think they must hav 
borrowed it from the Africans. 

** When you praise us you declare that we 
outweigh the universe, and are angelic enough 
to dwell in starry spheres.” 

Perhaps some of Miss Mary’s masculin 
friends hav seen fit to render her such praise. 
If so she undoubtedly deserves it—the last 
part at least; but I think the first part must 
be a little exaggerated. 

Worcester, Mass. — WaArTER W. CLARK. 

[The above communication ends the sharp 
little tilt between two among the brightest 
and wittiest of our large and constantly 
increasing family. If continued, it must be 
by private correspondence; but we shall be 
always glad to hear from both of our smart 
young friends upon topics of general interest. 


—Ep. C. C.] 
——— Oto ——À 


À Parable of Love, 

* PII master it,” said the ax; and his blows 
fell heavily on the iron. 

But every blow made his edge more blunt, 
until he ceased to strike. 

* Leave it to me,” said the saw, and with 
his relentless teeth he worked backward and 
forward on its surface until they were all 
worn down, and broken he fell aside. 

* Ha, ha!” said the hammer. ‘I knew 
you wouldn't succeed. I'll show you the 
way." 

But at the first fierce blow off flew his 
head, and the iron remained as before. 

“ Shall I try?” asked the soft, small flame. 

They all despised the flame, but he curled 
gently around the iron, embraced it, and 
never left it until it melted under his irresist- 
ible influence. 

There are hearts hard enough to resist the 
force of wrath, the malice of persecution, 
and the fury of pride, so as to make their 
acts recoil on their adversaries; but there is 
8 power stronger than any of those, and hard 
indeed is the heart that can resist love. 

+o 
A Bird Story. 

The Hzaminer tells a pretty story of two 
birds in Dr. Prime’s collection. Last spring 
one of the old birds, a gray sparrow, became 
blind. Straightway a little dark brown and 
white bird, known as a Japanese nun, and 
named Dick, became the sparrow’s friend. 
The sparrow’s home had a round hole asa 
doorway. Little Dick would sit down ona 
perch opposit the hole and chirp. The blind 
bird would come out, and guided by Dick’s 
chirps would leap to the perch, and so on to 
the seed cup and water bottle. But the most 
curious part of the performance was when 
the blind sparrow would try to get back into 
the house. Dick would place the sparrow 
exactly opposit the hole by showing him 
along the perch. When opposit, Dick would 
chirp, and the blind bird would leap in, never 
failing. 

tO 
Correspondence. 
STILLWATER, Mont., June 29, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you, because I saw other children’s 
letters in Tue TRUTH Beeker. This is my 
first letter in the Children’s Corner. My 
father has been taking Tue TRUTH BSgEKEE 
for a long time. My class-mate and I look 
in the Children’s Corner and read the letters 
of every paper. I think .I will write to a 
girl named Maggie Sailor. | - 

My father has been wanting my sister and 
me to write to you for a long time. He is a 
ranchman with lots of sheep, and I liv too 


far to go to school intown. We hav a little 


But it makes 


———— M 


home school where we study both school 
books and music. 
l went to a circus on my birthday and had 
a nice time. Mamma gave me mitts, cap, 
and a gold pen for my birthday present. I 
like to hav gir s and boys write to mo. Well, 
I will close for this time. From 
ABBIE HUNDLEY. 
net aa 
** A gwrTOH is matter,” said the boy ; 
** It guides my acts, I find; 
"Tis thus a force my folks employ 
Of matter over mind." 
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By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
. Great Britsiu. 
Price, 


25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


oR, PosrrTiVi8T OALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price; 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper; 300pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LONGBHORE. 
50., 602. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
M eee 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 cente. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LiFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. PurNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wu. MCDONNELL. 
S00pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 32c.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way SHOULD THE Keane FEAR TO Dix? 
By J. G. Honyoaxke. 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 


DEDUCED FROM 
Toe PRriNOIPLE oF PF'BEETHOUGHT. 
By G. J. HorxoAkE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 
P7 Price, Boenia 
GENESIS E, II: 

BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 


By A. R. Gaorr, A.M. 
Paper; 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap.,506.; olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
i 28 Lafayette P1.. New York. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ D 

2 Secular Responsibility. G- J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Under wo0d......00-scscocsssensonsseeesonece 25 

1 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 

8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 

9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions.  Marvin............. ee 

11 Philosophy of Spiritualism, — Marvin....... 60 

12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 

13 Essay on Miracles. David Humo. ..see...e. 10 

14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 6 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh...... een D 

16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. B 
17 Logic of Life. Deduced from the Principle 

of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 

19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoakoe......... 5 

C. Watts.. 5 


21 Dofence of Secular Principles. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... b 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 5 


24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 


26 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts............ 5 


28 Thoughts on Athoism. Austin Holyoako. & 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 


verse? Austin Holyonke................ +5 
30 Philosophy of Secularisin. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradiaugh........ 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Char'es Bradlaugh....... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 


43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 6 

44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES; 


1 Original Manna for " God's chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... b 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers ............« 5 
6 Dialogue betweeu a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin. ................. 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 


(ri —— — € —— ME 2 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 5 
11 New Life of Jacob............. ETAT PE 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manua we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Beal Blasphemers,” *‘Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Addrest THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible of Nature 


OR, THE 


Principles of Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of “ The Seoret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” “Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat. 
ure,” “Household Remedies,” “ The 
Poison Problem, or the Cause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” et., eto. 

Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer on scientific and social -subjects.—(Cin. 
Com. Gazette. 


Oloth, 19mo, MOPD., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


—— 


NoTm.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you tan for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
éd. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
& little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


93 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett........ 
99 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .............. 
87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D 
_88 Christianity not & Moral. X. Y. Z....... 
89 The True Saint. S.P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
.53 Questions for Bible Worshipers...... isois 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies, | Underwood................. e. 
62 Tho Jews and their God.......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills.  Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
66 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D. D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets, No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine’a Anniversary. OC. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations. John Syphers.......... 
44 Daniel in the Liou's Den. Bennett... 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
46 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett............ 
11 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett. ......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr.A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson.... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates........ ss 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F.Underwood 
94 Tho New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers..............-. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine’s Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson.. ...... 
105 Decadence of Christian‘ty. Capphro..... 
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107 Lhe Safe Side. H. B. Brown..............- 
110 Invocation to the Universe. y Bennett.... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SeusibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.............. sees 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard............. 
120 The New Age. W. 8. Bell.................. 1 
nu 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and “ Ob- 
gerver ",..... Seeuseseate n"——— 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ........... 2 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann....... E 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood............. eee esent me 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists......... s 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James....... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology ....... AERE one 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher.......... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon.. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
249 Ago of Shams....sceceseesesser sere DR HERO 
246 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman TONN RETTE 1 
151 What is tho Bible? M. W. H............. 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer............ 
266 Free Speech & Free Press, Sholley.......... 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance, Coleman........... 
161 Protestant Persecutions. .......... EU TNCEN 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennettesseesssassasssoasoreveereare 
164 Bible Impeached, Chapman........ 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els. 
burg, M.D........ ecce eene n trente tnn 
2 Evolution: Homoge-eous to Heteroge- 
neous. ÜUnderwood............... — 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
b Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll. 
% Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagato.......... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Iw — 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 1 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D................ e eere 
i8 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern fymposium................... «4. 10 


sT See noto at head of column, 


c t5 GO bo to OO a 


- 
eco 


THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, 


at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. é ; 


€. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
J. H. BURNHAM. 
JOHN PECK. 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L.K. WASHBURN. 

CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. , 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
*MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. i 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. E 
The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devotéd to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advoeates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


pl bx : 
Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRIOE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Lam much Pleased with gour address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 
able paper, and deserves wide 

go. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 OENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
oussed, should be highly commended. , Therefore 

take great pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ango put i the principles of self-government.— 

. J. MoOsbe. 

'HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and & Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., -  - 75 Cents. 
KT This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. : 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with ttle money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main; a history of a work- 
ing girl’s lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
Boll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the vorld, Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tux TRUTH Szexxer OoXMPANY. 


ages. Itisa very 
ssemination,—The 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


TWELVE OrHEkR Discourses or RRASON. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHA M. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Modem Science essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREEENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOX. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
r.0wsunsand worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SEBVIBS. - 

4. EVOLUTION ‘OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins, By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Copz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. EOCLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A.SxIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 


AMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
G. JANES. 

13. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nxrsox O. 
PARSHALL. 

18. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. Onapwiox. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BTARR 
Hoyr NicHors. - 

15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
BSAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
tors cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 Jewels, $8: 11 Jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 8 ounce coin silver case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 


els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 


hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$25, BxsT open-face filled screw case, $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled; 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
prilliants, $200, worth $800; one do., heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. All bought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


Liberal Geetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties ave located. Local Secular Unions and 
F reethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The anhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple; 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
"res and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions om 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an 

Wood sts. at 2:30 and 7:20 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


Seats free and 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


pe M m CC CREE NUS 
The Secular Society of Kent, Quy 


Meets semi-monthly, first end third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marrus HEIGRTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
avo., Rooms 12and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER,Pres.; LEROY BERBIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, ag 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRUTH SEEKEB-and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMrTB, Cor. Bec. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm: 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Weablaston. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discnssions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday eveni 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hali). Lecture, followed 
by debates. The publie cordially invited. 


icis id A 
i$roiherhood of moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, la., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals a i - 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. PERRO 


ee a ae E LA tiu. ef em t, y 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethoughi 
Society 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union, Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. i i- 
tation is extended to all. Beats pa d my 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templ 
Piyan plock BE urn 7th and Locust street: 
o ion. 
abroad heartily welcome. HESS Bond from 
FBANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P.w. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
Dondence solicited. J. L. TEEUTHART, President. 
WILL 8. ANDBES, Secretary. 


Poit Angelcs Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.a. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. PEect. 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal :iterature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MOBSE, Nec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Sole Factors and Hwact Ratios in the 
Aoquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, - 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most sus. 
cessful in his specialty as 
bis practice will prove. 
Send JU cts, for his “Prt- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suficring.from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of yonthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application.—4 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of Sease aftlict- 
ed. 


y AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from uurelinble practiti- 
sners have been frequent- 
Š ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost iu his profes- 
sivu, and it is safe to trust him," — The National View. 


Address, —— 
R. P. FELLOWS, 


DNJ. 


frequently received asking what 
Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 


Dr. 


Inquiries are 
we know about Dr. 1 0 
First, we know that he isa reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 


od work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
Santa to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—TAe Better Way. 


diews of the 


BzrrISH censuses having given conflicting 
and worthless returns, a new method of 
supervising them, with a permanent bureau, 
will be established. Many desire that statis- 
tics valuable to medical and social science be 
collected, but the American opposition to 
such measures has decided the authorities 
against them. 


eek. 


THE TRUTA SHEKER, JULY 26, 1890. 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers; 


eachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. S8vo, 1,075pp., cloth. $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
88 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


OXLABOMA'S crops are 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 
oF 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vok k Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


uding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, 885pp. — Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo, 957pp. Cloths $3 per vol.; the 
8 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, ‘$8, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gems of Ühonght. 
Wuat makes all doctrins plain and clear ?— 
About two hundred pounds a year. 
And that which was proved true before, 


Proved false again ?—' T'wo hundred more. 
— Butler. 


THE principal reason why the churches 
hav wanted people to go their road is, that 
tolls might be collected. 
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They hav regarded un- 


nearly ruined by drouth. 


Rome will hold in 1900 


8n exposition to surpass 
all predecessors. 


INTERESTED parties in 
Chicago are disputing 
over the Exposition site. 


In England 57 out of 
118 prisons hav been 
closed, owing to the fall- 
ing off of crime. 


Brane recommends 
free trade with such 
American nations as will 
make it reciprocal. 


Tae German pilgrim- 
age to the pope has been 
followed by one of 660 
persons from Spain. 


STANLEY’s Ciscoveries 
show the Nile to hav the 
greatest length of any 
river in the world, 4,100 
wiles. 


Tue Catholic Citizen, 
of Milwaukee, has made 
an estimate of Wisconsin 
Catholics -as numbering 
520,000. 


Tse Catholic arch- 
bishops of the country 
assembled at Boston on 
the 28d, for an object not 
made public. 


pon 
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believers as the owners 


of turnpikes do people 


who go ’cross lots. The 
toll-gate man always tells 
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you that other roads are 
dangerous—filled with 
quagmires and quick- 
sands.—Ingersoll. 


In their writings and 
conversations the phi- 
losophers of antiquity 
asserted the independent 
dignity of reason.— Gib. 
bon. 


Onr of the worst things 
about the Bible, one of 
the worst in the average 
religion, is that it de- 
mands the sacrifice of 
self-respect. Every man 
is compelled to admit, 
before he becomes 1 
Christian—before he is 
fit even for conversion— 
that he i8 wholly and 
thoroughly depraved in 
thought and act, in mind 
and flesh ; and, in addi- 
tion to this, he must giv 
up and throw away the 
fruit of his experience, 


observation and reason. 
Voluntarily he goes back 
to the childhood of the 


race. He becomes a 


frightened barbarian—an 


At Tuscumbia, Ala., 
on the 18th, a street 
Shooting &ffray resulted 
in the death of a mayor 
and two judges. 


Tux tornado that rav- 
aged parts of Michigan M eee P. 
upset à Sunday excursion boat on Lake Pepin, 
and of 200 lives over 100 were lost. 


Aw aeronautic division will be established 
in the Prussian army, and the larger forts 
provided with balloon corps. 


By the bursting of a blast furnace at New 
York on the 19th, seventeen men were burnt 
by a flood of molten iron, at least one receiv- 
ing fata] injuries. 


THE steamer Hibernian on its trip from 
Glasgow to Liverpool grazed an iceberg in 
a fog, narrowly escaping running into it and 
being dashed to pieces. 


Ow the 15th 1.500 kegs of powder exploded 
at King’s powder mills near Cincinnati. At 
least 10 were killed and 30 injured. Houses 
were wrecked for miles around. 


Rey. Dz. Mrrowzty, of the fashionable 
Presbyterian church of Fort Worth, was 
arrested on the i3th for forgeries against 
several banks. High living was the cause. 


Tax Western Union Telegraph headquar- 
ters at New York was burnt on the 18:h, the 
ignition proceeding from an electric wire. 
The loss was $250,000, besides $100,000 on 
its week's trade. . 


Tue project to build railways connecting 
the United States with Mexico, Central 
America, and South American cities, has 
been awaiting the dilatory accession of San 
Salvador to a federation of the Central Ameri- 
can republics. 


CONTENTION over the federal election bill 
wages hotly. Democrats say it will enable a 
party in power to continue indefinitly. To 
the Democratic designation of it as a ‘‘ force” 
bill, Republicans urge that it is not for force, 
but against the force which, they allege, now 
dominates. Southern balloting. 


New Yorx’s population, estimated by the 
local supervisor of the census at 1,620,000, is 
put by National Census Superintendent Por- 
ter at 1,519.501. It is said, with what truth 
we do not know, that Porter under.estimates 
the city to deprive it of one of its eight repre- 
sentative in Congress. 


IhsPATOHES announce a declaration of war 
between the Central American republics of 
San Salvador and Guatemala. -A battle, 
rumor says, has been fought between armies 
each of which numbered about 10,000 to 
20,000. Salvador is a small republic of 
the size of New Jersey, with a population of 
700,060, all but 10,000 aboriginal or mixed 
races. Guatemala is an older republic, 
nearly a8 large aa Pennsylvania, with a popu- 
lation of 1,400,000, of whom one-third are 
European. The nations had long been 
jarring, and a breach was expected. There 
is no good cause, and the movement is dis- 
graceful. Some think that the United States 
should compel the belligerents to make peace. 
But these dispatches may be contradicted 
and shown to be but rumors by later ones. 


ROMANIS M, 


[^ 
DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


” SAKYA BUDDHA. 
A Vorsified, Annotated Narrativ of his Life and 
Teachings, 
With Citations from Buddha’s ‘‘Path of 
Virtue.” 
BY E. D. BOOT. 


I take pleasure in speaking in praise of this 
work.—Prof. J. M. Peebles. 


The book has been introduced into Buddhist 
schools in Oeylon. The “Banner of Light,” 
* Religio-Philosophical Journal,” and many Spirit- 
ualist papers and lecturers hav spoken highly of 


the book. 
Extra Oloth; 175 pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


NOW READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 


cream-white paper, bound in cloth; and contains | A 


& fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator: Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. Itis now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent autbority the tribute of & 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Ohain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
he Time-Lock of t'ur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell’s Fate. 
My Patient’s Story. 
Price; paper; 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


DAVID SENDS AFTER MICHAL. 


And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her from her husband, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish. And her husband 
went with her along weeping behind her to Bahurim. Then said Abner unto him, Go, return. 
2 Sam. iii, 15, 16. 


anxious savage.—Znger- 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Babbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
erg, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
&ke a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. » 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. i 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Christian Associa- 

ion. 


By Rios. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 


Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The Agn^stio Annual 
FOR 1890. 

Edited by CHARLES WATTS. 


Agnosticism and Immortality.... ..Samuel Lain z. 
Bonnet.......... eese there oseph, Ell.s. 
Who Was Moses? ..H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.B.O.8. 
The Comfort of Agnosticism..... E. Lynn Linton. 
Are Miracles Oredible ?... Constance O. W, Naden. 
The Contest Between Agnosticism and theology: 
John Wilson, M.A. 
Above: A Poem........-...... „+... W. Stewart Ross. 
The Evolution of the Agnostic Idea, 
R. Bithell, B.8c., Ph.D. 
The New Fatalism........................B. Russell. 
Descartes’s Proof of the Existence of a God. 


F. J. Gould. 
A Poem......... cere eese; es We B, MoTaggart. 
The Free Expression of Opinions..G. F. Underhill. 
Fragments................ o eee. William Maccall 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office 


BIBLE OF TO-DAY. 


By Jons W. CHADWICK. 


This is a condensed result of the scientific criti- 
cisms of the separate books of the Bible. 


Prios, $1.59. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
BY LupwiGa FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


And he returned.— 


soll. 


ForMERLY, whoever 
was possessed of a secret 
in any art, was in danger 
of passing for a sorcerer ; 
every new sect was 
charged with murdering infants in its mys- 
teries; and every philosopher who departed 
from the jargon of the schools, was accused 
of Atheism by knaves and fanatics, and con- 
demned by blockhesds. Anaxagoras dares 
to assert, that the sun i8 not conducted by 
Apollo, mounted in a chariot and four; he is 
condemned as an Atheist, and compelled to 
fly. Aristotle is accused of Atheism by a 
priest, and not being powerful enough to 
punish his accuser, he retires to Chalcis.— 
Voltaire. 


Evznx man who finds a fact, is the enemy 
of theology.—Jngersoil. 


Every man should stand for a force which 
is perfectly irresistible. How can any man 
be weak who dares £o be at all? Even the 
tenderest plants force their way up through 
the hardest earth and the crevices of rocks; 
but a man no material power can resist. 
Whata wedge, what a beetle, what a cata- 
pult, is an earnest man! What can resist 
him !— Thoreau. 


AoTION is the highest perfection and draw- 
ing forth of the utmost power, vigor, and 
activity of man’s nature.—Aowth. 


Forog can be neither created nor destroyed. 
— Buchner. 


A MOVEMENT in favor of Materialism has 
arisen in Germany. The third and 
most popular expounder of these Mate- 
rialistic views is Büchner, in his book, 
* Matter and Force," which was first pub- 
lished in 1850, has run through & great 
many editious, and has been also translated 
into English. It it not necessary to expatiate 
upon the views of these writers. Their hand- 
ling turns partly on the accumulated proofs, 
physiological and other, of the dependence of 
mind and body, and partly upon the more 
recent doctrins as to matter and force, 
summed up in the grand generality known 
88 the correlation, conservation, or persistence 
of force. This principle enables them to sur- 
pass Priestley in the cogency of their argu- 
ments for the essential and inherent activity 
of matter; all known force being, in faot, 
embodied in matter. Their favorit text is 
** no matter without force, and no force with- 
out matter." The notion of a quiescent im- 
passiv block, called matter, coming under 
the influence of forces ab extra, or superim- 
posed, is, they hold, less tenable now than 
ever. Are not the motions of the planets 
maintained by the inherent power of matter? 
And, besides the two great properties called 
inertia and gravity, every portion of matter 
has a certain temperature, consisting, it is 
believed, of intestin motions of the atoms, 
and able to exert force upon any adjoining 
matter that happens to be of a lower tem- 
perature. Then they ask with Priestley and 
Ferrier, ^ Why introduce a new entity, or 
rather a nonentity, until we see what these 
multifarious activities of matter are able to 
accomplish ?"—7Prof. Bain. 
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Alotes and Clippings. 


CHRISTIANITY seems to be largely a matter 
of climate. Even our preachers now giv us 
over and take to the woods.— Boston Com. 
monwenith; 


Tur European Peace Congress arrived at 
the conclusion that declarations of war should 
be subject to national control. The demo- 
cratic principle is to be applied in its most 
elementary form. 


Ar the beginning of this century 21,000,000 
persons spoke English, 81,500,000 French, 
80 000,000 German, 81,000,000‘ Russian, 26,- 
000,000 Spanish, and 16,000,000 Italian. 
Now 125,000,000 persons talk English, 50,- 
000,000 French, 70,000,000 German, 40,000,- 
000 Spanish, 70,000,000 Russian, and 80,000,- 
000 Italian. 


Hypnotism has reached that point that the 
French authorities think of creating 8 su. 
perior council of medical jurisprudence at 
the Ministry of Justice, to be composed of 
medical men and magistrates, who will be 
required to giv opinions as to the responsi- 
bility of criminals in connection with the 
questions of suggestion and hypnotism, and 
of heredity. 


THERE should be a statute forbidding poli. 
ticians to meddle with the truth in any man- 
ner. Some may object that such a Jaw is un- 
necessary, for the reason that politicians very 
rarely do meddle with thetruth. But they 
do sometimes, and when they do truth is in 
danger of great bodily harm, and truth should 
be protected, for it is sometimes quite useful. 
— Kent Advertiser. 


Ir is stated that $800,000,000 of church 
property is now exempt from taxes in the 
United States. This, if fairly assessed, would 
yield a revenue of $10,000,000 a year, or 
nearly enough to support our poor. As it is, 
a large number who never enter a church are 
paying far more than their just share of the 
burden of taxation. If this is justice, some 
people cannot see it in that light.—Za Salle 
Republican. 

A CarHoLi0 journal’s correspondent in 
Italy complains that ‘‘ the country is overrun 
with Masonic and anti-clerical processions ; 
the numerous fetes and commemorations of 
revolutionary heroes and celebrated un- 
knowns hav brought about several riots in 
public places. M. Crispi has forbidden the 
celebration of any Christian feast outside the 
churches, or without the permission of a pre- 
fect.” 


At the instance of Bishop Alexander of 
Moscow, reports the Sun, the arrangement 
of funeral processions has been taken out of 
the hands of undertakers. The clerical 
council of the city hav established a funeral 
bureau, whose function is to arrange all 
: funeral processions of the city of Moscow for 

the rich and the poor, according to the 

orders of the mourning families. There will 

be seven classes of obsequies, each according 

to the price which the mourners may be 
. willing to pay. 


Tas Political? World, ot London, says: 
“The Sunday question has cropped up in 
New South Wales, where it appears there 
are some pious people who think it wicked 
to indulge in innocent amusement and recre. 
&tion on Sundays. Curiously enough an old 
imperial act of George III., making Sunday 
entertainment iliegal, has been found by the 
courts toapply to the colony. A well-known 
colonial theatrical.manager has been fined 
for contravention of this moldy statute. But 
the victory gained in the law courts by the 
promoters of the proceedings is, after all, a 
doubtful advantage, seeing that this attempt 
to revive antiquated statutes was strongly 
condemned by the judges, who, indeed, 
expressed themselvs in favor of a reform of 
the law so that the subject of Sunday enter- 
tainment might be placed on a footing more 
in accordance with the general view of the 
present day.” 


A SOMEWHAT imbittered contest over the 
teaching of German in the public schools 
in Indianapolis has resulted in a victory, tem- 
porarily at least, forthe Germans. A decision 
was rendered in the circuit court last week 
in their favor. The decision is based entirely 
upon section 4,497 of the Indiana Statutes, 
which provides that whenever twenty-five 
parents or guardians shall so demand it shall 
be the duty of school trustees to employ 
teachers to giv instruction in the German lan- 
guage. The court thinks that there is no 
room for doubt as to the intent of the law. 
The city school board will appeal the case to 
the supreme court. 


Tsz pope's allocution in the private con- 
sistory of June 26th, reads in part: “ We 
cannot be restrained from raising our voice 
anew, and we cry out with reason, in all 
freedom of soul, as the hostility of our en- 
emies fastens itself upon the last remnants of 
ecclesiastical property. In that war which 
Iasts so long against the church, she is each 
day the object of new outrages and attacks. 
Nevertheless we do not despair, because we 
place the greatest and the firmest hope in 
divine aid. God himself will defend his 
rights, and he will giv to us—to us who bat- 
tle for his glory and the salvation of men 
—the strength to struggle and the power to 
conquer.” 


Tux Sabbatarians are flying at high game, 
attacking the queen for violating their com. 
mandments. That wicked old lady allows 
military bands to play on Sunday afternoons 
on the east terrace of Windsor Castle, and 
the set of busybodies who call themselvs the 
Lord’s Day Observance Society, scandalized 
by this act, hav addressed a letter to the 
qu‘en asking her to suppress the bands. 
They tell her majesty that she is hindering 
Christian efforts to instruct the young and to 
win to holiness multitudes who are in sore 
need of instruction in the truths of God’s 
holy word. This impudent cant has thus 
far been left to answer itself, save 80 far as 
it is greatly ridiculed in the secular press. 


Tux greatest money-extorting machine that 
ever existed is the Romish church. 
good authority recently asserted, 
always givs nothing for nothing.” She never 
helps the poor unless she gets ten times as 
much back. She mortgages the orphans in 
her asylums, body and soul, for what she ex- 
pects from them in the future. The Boston 
Herald of Sunday said: ‘‘In Denver, Col., 
there has lately been opened a convent for 
aged widows of means, who may wish to 
spend their remaining years in retirement and 
prayer. They must be free from all family 
ties and willing to liv under the vows of re- 
ligion in obedience, poverty, and chastity. 
Their occupation will be reparation to the 
Sacred Heart. As all are destined toa life of 
prayer, with no occupation, it is necessary 
that each shall hav a dowry sufficient for her 
support. The amount required is $$4,000."— 
British- American Citizen. 


A pispatou from Troy, N. Y., describes a 
second attempt by the electric light company 
to erect its pole before the Church of the 
Visitation. The court having decided in the 
company’s favor, and issued an injunction 
restraining interference by the congregation, 


a detachment of workmen proceeded to the. 


work. In the mean time the congregation 
responded to the call from the church bell, 
the tolling of which was understood by all of 
them. The women, upon their arrival, 
planted themselvs upon the ground, and the 
employees of the electric light company, who 
were instructed to erect it, were thus foiled. 
They stood by dumfounded, but when urged 
by the superintendent to complete the work 
they made araid. They were warded off by 
the women, who fought vigorously. A riot 
was feared, and the sheriff of the county 
called out the Saratoga Citizens’ Corps. 
Their services, however, were not needed, 
for the trouble was quieted, and at a late 


As one: 
“ She: 


be renewed, for the electric light company is 
determined to set the poles, and the church 
people are equally determined that it shall 
not complete the work. The militia will be 
kept in readiness, and in a few minutes’ 
notice will be on the ground. 


Viog.ÜCHaNOELLOR Brirp has rendered a 
decision for the plaintiff in the suit of Mrs. 
Mary Pieroni against Father Patrick Corrigan, 
of Hoboken, in which it was sought to recover 
8 piece of land and several houses at Fort Lee, 
N. J., which the woman alleged she had 
deeded to the priest in consideration of a 
promis on his part to secure for her a sepa- 
ration from her husband. The complainant 


alleges that Father Corrigan failed to carry 


out the agreement, and that as a result her 
husband came back to liv with her and 
wouldn’t go away again. Father Corrigan, 
in his answer, denies all the allegations of the 
complaint so far as they involved any wrong- 
doing on his part, and alleges that he had 
paid Mrs. Pieroni $1,000 for the real estate, 
and that there was no other consideration 
involved in the transaction. The vice chau- 
cellor's opinion declares that the evidence is 
strongly in favor of the complainant, and 
decrees that the conveyance of the property 
to the priest be set aside. 


A PAMPHLET about to be published by Sig- 
nor Toscanelli declares that in 1889 there 
was really a project for the pope’s departure 
from Ronie. His departure had been ar- 
ranged with the French embaesador. at the 
Vatican, who contrived to leave in such & 
manner as to excite suspicion, and then tele. 
graphed to the pope from Paris: *''It is 
necessary fo act promptly, all is ready." The 
Italian government, on being informed of 
this, had.the Vatican strictly watched, in 
order that it might know of the pope’s de- 
parture as soon asittook place. In conse- 
quence of this the clerical journals com- 
plained and the Vatican demanded an 
explanation from Signor Crispi, who replied 
that the surveillance had been instituted in 
order that the government might be made 
aware of the departure of the pope, for as 
the immunity of the guarantee extended to 
the pope’s person and not to the Vatican, the 
latter would, in case of the pope’s flight, be 
immediately occupied and declared Italian 
territory, making it forever impossible for 
the holy father to come back. It was. this 
condition that caused the project to be aban- 
doned. 


** RECENTLY, on à run between Buffalo and 
Cleveland on the Lake Shore road,” said a 
dining-car conductor to a Suz writer, '* I had 
as guests Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Ingersoll., At 
dinner an amusing incident occurred. Mr. 
Ingersoll and his wife were seated at a table 
by themselvs, when three traveling men came 
in and seated themselvs just back of them. 
None seemed to recognize the colonel at first, 
but suddenly one of the party sighted him, and 
hastily motioning me to him, ordered & quart 
of champagne iced and sent to Mr. Inger- 
solls table with his compliments. It was 
quite evident that he had no personal ac- 
quaintance with the colonel, but merely 
wanted to open the way to one. I got the 
wine ready and carried out my instructions 
regarding it, when Mr. Ingersoll, without a 
glance at the donor, promptly and politely 
declined it, and I, of course, so reported to 
Mr. Smarty. At the conclusion of the meal, 
as Mr. Ingersoll rote to leave the car, the 
drummer ventured the hope that he had not 
offended by his act, when the colonel, with a 
smile, said: ‘Oh, no; but the fact is my 
physician has forbidden me the use of wines 
or liquors,’ and he bowed and passed on.” 


ViormwT anti-religious feeling has been ex- 
cited in Vienna by a case of abduction by 
nuns. Five years ago Frau Pajor, a married 
stage singer, placed her little daughter with 
the Ursuline nuns of Bad Fuered. Some 
days ago the mother came to claim her child, 
who is now sixteen years old. A remarkable 


and pathetic scene occurred. The girl re-,to get to 


deaf ear to her touching appeals. It seems 
that the daughter has been imbued with a 
prejudice against the life of an actress. She 
refused to recognize or accompany her 
mother. The nuns encouraged her in this 
decision. Frau Pajor, however, continued 
to plead with her daughter, and finally, after 
a violent scene, in which the nuns partici. 
pated, she succeeded in getting the girl to ac- 
company her. A few days later a school- 
mate of the girl and one of the nuns called 
upon the mother and girl. Frau Pajor, not 
thinking of losing her daughter again, went 
to the theater, leaving her with the visitors. 
Upon returning home late at night she was 
surprised to find her child gone. It is sup- 
posed that the girl returned to the convent, 
88 no trace of her has been found. At the 
convent admittance was refused to Frau 
Pajor. 


Superstition is always at its hight when 
trouble oppresses the heart. This is true of 
nations as well as of individuals. In Russia 
the most absurd superstitions are rampant at 
the present time. Prophets of evil appear in 
almost every province and city. Quite 
recently such a prophet, announcing the de- 
struction of Odessa, appeared in the theater 
of that place and came near creating a panic. 
In Serpookhov, in the government of Moscow, 
a similar but more characteristic incident oc- 
curred. An official announcement was pla- 
carded on the street corners. The common 
people of that godly place are unable to read. 
They requested a man who looked like f 
priest to decipher for them the contents of 
the bil. He unhesitatingly and positivly 
declared that it contained the warning that 
the city of Serpookhov would be swallowed 
in the ground. In Jess than an hour the news 
spread throughout the place, and the people 
abandoned their work and began streaming 
out into the fields in large crowds. All the 
factories were deserted by the laborers. It 
took some time before the frightened crowds 
were restored to reason and to their regular 
pursuits; but the originator of the trouble 
could not be found. So, also, false prophets, 
wizards, clairvoyants, and mystics of this 
kind hav made their appearance in Kharkov, 
Kursk, and Kiev. Happily in all instances 
serious trouble has been averted by the prompt 
interference of the authorities. 


Never was a more wonderful mingling of 
strange elements than in this great temple of 
the holy sepulcher. The Greeks hav one 
portion of it, the Latins or Roman Catholics 
another, the Armenians a third, and there is 
alsoa division, I think, for the Copts. In 
the holiest sanctuaries of all, where, as all be- 
lieve, the Lord was crucified and buried, 
there hav been struggles, sometimes ending 
in bloodshed, between the  confiicting 
churches. People say that still, but for the 
Turkish soldiers about, such struggles would 
take place again. ‘The special moment of 
danger when such unseemly strife has hap- 
pened has been the moment of the supposed 
miracle of the holy fire, which takes place 
on the Saturday between Good Friday and 
Easter, according to the Greek calendar. On 
this day, in the afternoon, the Greek patriarch 
comes down with a solemn procession to the 
holy sepulcher, and entering into the little 
chapel with his attendant bishop alone, after 
a short interval of hushed expectation, puts 
forth, through a round aperture in the wall 
of the sepulcher, the miraculous fire which is 
supposed to spring from the tomb. Nothing 
could be more extraordinary than the aspect 
of the great area below, upon which we look. 
down from the lofty gallery that surrounds 
the dome. It is crowded with men, many of 
them in white tunic and drawers, their upper 
dress put aside, and everything that would 
impede them in running. They push, and 
crowd, and jostle, not to say fight, with arms 
and legs and lithe bodies, that twist as if 
there was no bones in them, darting them- 
selvs out and in of the many-colored, seeth- 
ing crowd, which is never still for a moment, 
the spot nearest the opening.— 


hour everything was quiet. The troublemay ! fused to go with her mother, and turned a Blackwood’s Magazine, 
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Commanications. 


Divine Revelations. 


The dectrin of divine revelation in the orthodox or 
mythological sense is fast fading out of the minds 
and confidence of intelligent people. 

By intelligent people is meant those who hav given 
attention to the principles, the facts, and phenomena 
of psychology and metaphysics. 

The subiect of divine revelation is one so serious 
and mysterious that those who believe in it in this 
sense accept it so reverently and implicitly that they 
are often unwilling and unable to reason upon it, to 


listen to or believe anything calculated to excite a' 


doubt of its reality and reliability. 

They believe in it because they hav been taught it, 
and the testimony of their teachers is all the author- 
ity they want; and their misconception of the nature 
of evidence furnishes them a satisfactory confirma- 
tion. A holy bigotry and pious stubbornness are 
their shield and defense. 

They will not reason on the probability or possi- 
bility of being deceived in their experiences and their 
faith respecting it. 

They hav no curiosity nor disposition to inquire 
how human beings first discovered that God made 
special revelations to his favorit servants. They 
do not know why it became necessary that he should 
do it, or how he does it, or anything more, except 
that he does it, and that is enough. 

Religious credulity is the bane of civilized society. 
Men much rather believe than know; they hav far 
more confidence in faith than facts, in fables than 
verified truths. 

Men elevated to responsible positions in church 
and state, as deacons and elders, use their influence 
to suppress intelligence, stifle investigation, and 
interpose their official power to arrest the spirit of 

. inquiry. They confess their own ignorance, and also 
their desire that others should not know more than 
themselvs and thus discredit their authority. 

On the subject of divine revelation, they present 
with the most solemn gravity their pueril and child- 
ish ideas, the nursery lessons of past ages. 

Their reasonings are of the feeble order, for the 
weakest purposes, and they run thus. 

. Man has five senses, and through them he receives 
innumerable impressions on the brain ; but these im- 
pressions are all human, received through the organ- 
ism. And they constitute animal or human knowl- 
edge, which is common to the higher order of the 
brute creation. These senses, from the environment 
and the needs of the creature, receive various 
degrees of development and acuteness. This is mani- 
fest in such wonderful extremes that the capacity or 
aptitude is transmitted from parent to offspring in 
such perfection, and answers such marvelous pur- 
poses, that we cease to credit the power thus exhib- 
ited to the exercise of one or more of the senses, but 
we represent it as something different and superior ; 
in animals we call it instinct or intuition, and in man 
inspiration or revelation. The olfactory or scenting 
sense in the dog, the sense of sight and location in 
the carrier pigeon, and their powers to respond to 
the revelations of these senses, to most people are 
. nothing short of miracles. 

To them the skill of the beaver, the bee, and the 
ant are also exhibitions of a special, divine impulse 
or intuition. 

We are taught these lessons, and it is easier and 
safer to believe they are true than it is to doubt or 
reason upon it. 

. The facts and knowledge obtained directly through 
our senses we call human, because we know they are 
simply impressions on the organism. 

But the process by which the mind can use these 
impressions, analyze, compare, and combine the 
simple into the complex, and evolve from the ele- 
ments and principles of the known visions and con- 
ceptions of the unknown, we call spiritual. The 
industrious and careful observer accumulates a vast 
mass of facts on some special subject. These he 
arranges into a system or order, and out of them 
constructs his theories of their origin and uses, and 
thus makes discoveries or receives revelations beyond 
his less observant and less criticel fellows. By 
dwelling on his subject, the mind acquires the habit, 
and without any effort, in unexpected moments, with- 
out any special premeditation, new aspects and rev- 
elations will burst upon it. The individual having 
these experiences, his more credulous and supersti- 
tious neighbors, not being able to account for them 

' on any scientific principles, ascribe them to a divine 
agency as special gifts of secret insight. If the sub- 
ject is religion, then the revelation is a divine inspi- 
ration, or a spiritual impression. Such a claim is 
made for it, and is awarded to it. The neophyte in 
psychology, or in the science of mind, can account 
for it in no other way, and seldom will he listen to 
any other explanation. 

The enjoyments of life and the worth of living 
consist in nervous exhilaration, in the excitation and 
activity of being ; and the mysterious or inexplicable, 
the indefinable in nature, furnish the topics and texts 


for that mental knight-errantry to activly employ 
the imagination and enlist the nervous energies. 
The field of the unreal and speculativ is without 
boundary and givs ample range for the most hungry 
greed in the realms of novelty and adventure. Relig- 
ion and its mysteries furnish a happy repast for the 
unsatisfied cravings of a longing nervous vacuity. 
If while yielding to the reverie, a thought, an idea, a 
project, a theory or suggestion, should be indulged 
by the mind, especially if it should seem plausible or 
practicable, it is straightway a divine visitation and 
must be heeded. If it should be in any sense new 
or original that would be an additional voucher of its 
supernaturalism. Discoveries in the sciences, arts, 
or inventions may be made by the exercise of nat- 
ural ingenuity or human reason; or it is thought 
they may in some obscure or indirect way hav been 
aided by divine interposition. They being only sec- 
ular matters, we do not trouble ourselvs much about 
their origin or whence they come. But visions in 
morals, metaphysics, schemes for conduct or plans 
for life involving some special gratification of the 
ideal, the marvelous, or devotional, we are sure to 
attribute to the direct action of God upon our minds 
or feelings. These nursery foibles and fallacies 
accompany us even with our gray hairs and are car- 
ried to the grave. Science, reason, demonstration, 
are nothing to the one given over to the charm and 
thraldom of this priestly hallucination—this ancient 
heathen theology. For its birth was in barbarism— 
it was cradled in priesteraft, and its fruitage is in 
modern superstition, strangling the truth and arrest- 
ing mental progress. How convenient it is to make 
a God after your own pattern and then enlist him in 
the service of your own superstitions, and in the 
suppression of the heresies of those who are laboring 
to deliver you from spiritual delusion and introduce 
you to the truth! How comfortable it is to hav a 
God who understands us, and knows how and when 
to communicate with us what he wants us to do! 
The whole theory and doctrin of the Bible being a 
divine revelation in any special or proper sense is a 
forgery and fraud. The Protestant reformers were 
forced into this flimsy faith when they left the mother 
church and rejected the pope as the oracle chosen of 
God for the only channel through which he commu- 
nicates his will to men. A religion without a divine 
revelation Luther soon discovered would be a fail. 
ure, 80 he seized upon the Bible as the substitute for 
a pope and insisted it contained the whole revealed 
will of God. Before that the church held the Bible 


as a mystery which the people should not read nor 


believe till its meaning was interpreted or revealed 
by the church officials, its divinely appointed custo- 
dians. Luther maintained the right of private inter- 
pretation of the Bible as the entire will of God and 
succeeded in establishing this faith among Prot- 
estants. The reformers were driven to this forgery 
and fraud when they dispensed with the pope; for 
the people were too ignorant and superstitious to 
follow a leader who had not for his guide a divine 
revelation. The function of religion in those days 
was not to make men honest, but to make them 
believers. The success that resulted from this use 
of the Bible was accepted as ample justification for 
forging for it a new character. Taking it from the 
church archives as only a musty relic of ancient litera- 
ture and giving it preeminence as the “ word of God” 
and a divine revelation, was acting on a long- 
established church maxim that “the end justifies the 
means.” 

The Bible would never hav been known or sus- 
peoted of being a divine revelation if the priesthood 
had not invented the idea and vociferously pro- 
claimed it to the ignorant, gaping, credulous multi. 
tude, in order to make proselytes. 

There never was and never can be but the ons 
principle and method of revelation, and that must be 
in accordance with fixed law. Call it instinct or in- 
tuition, inspiration, impression, or impulse, it never 


arises to the dignity of a revelation till it is grasped, 


by the understanding and judgment. Nothing isa 
revelation unless it accords with known facts, or 
while it is in any sense involved in mystery. A book, 
a dogma, or a creed may be believed, but it is not a 
revelation until it is understood. The simplest geo- 
metrical formula is a mystery till it is understood, 
and then it becomes a revelation. "We cannot under- 
stand God as a personality or a principle; we can 
therefore hav no revelation from that source. “ Who 
ean by searching find out God?” “Oh, the depths 
of both the wisdom and power of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments and his ways past find- 
ing out." When our minds are engaged with any 
subject, whether secular or sacred, it is in vain for 
us £0 claim or pretend it is the work of a God. Such 
claims did for the Dark Ages to subdue and to 
frighten into submission silly people, but they hav 
lost their power now, except with the weak, the tru- 
culent, and superstitious. They may be learned in 
books, skilled in the literature, and disciplined in the 
traditions, yet they are weak and vapory in every- 
thing that is sound and substantial in the divine and 
real. 

It is one thing to be smart, flippant, and versatil 
in the scholasticism of a popular faith; to be volu- 


ble and turbulent in defense of a dogma—and quite 
another thing to ba a student of nature and a devo- 
tee of truth; to be a patient pupil at the fountain of 
infinit wisdom, serutinizing and contésting with rigid 
analysis every lesson thai may be offered for accept- 
ance. It is one thing to be learned in a faith and 
another thing to be wise in that which is known to 
be real. 

Without revelation we could never get at the 
truth; with it all mystery and darkness are dispelled, 
all error dissipated, and the pathway of life made 
plain and easy. These are its fruits and justly en- 
title it to the name of divine. A!l real revelation of 
naiure's mysteries is divine. Whatever tends to 
disperse the mists of superstition, clear the mind of 
error, and open it to the light of truth, is a divine 
revelation. Everything that claims to be divine rev- 
elation and does not do this is a fraud and a snare 
to capture and enslave the unwary snd simple- 
minded. There is much of the latter in the world, 
and it resembles the “devil transformed into an 
angel of light” to deceive the very elect. It is in- 
trenched in the pulpit, in the chief seats of the sanct- 
uary, and under the guise of piety and holiness it is 
captivating the unsuspecting with its glittering illu- 
sions and special promises of rewards in this world 
and the world to come, to all those who accept it. 

Yes, divine revelation in its true sense is a verity, 
and let everyone who seeks the truth wait on it, and 
receive elsewhere no lessons for authority. It is the 
source of all truth in divine things. Liv close to it, 
and wait upon its ministrations and openings. But 
unless we know how it comes and where we are to 
look for it, we cannot fail to be deceived by the 
specious counterfeit which will on every side be 
offered to us by self-deceived, arrogant worshipers at 
the shrine of falsehood and delusion. The masses 
are lured and trammeled by the devoted victims of 
this ancient, spurious type of so-called divine revela- 
tion. Its guise of holiness makes it doubly danger- 
ous. 

So far as we accept the true will it deliver us from 
all error. Ii will place us on a pinnacle where we 
can serenely stand, figurativly speaking, in the very 
presence of God; and we will derive our knowledge 
from the fountain of all truth, the unimpeachable 
sources of wisdom. We will hav nothing to fear, 
nothing to conceal, but everything will be trans- 
parent in purity and excellence. 

No disguise or affectation, nor assumptions of any 
kind, will be needed ; no titles or honors or places of 
distinction will be used to giv weight or authority 
to that which, in itself, is above all human testimony. 
Nothing factitious or evanescent can add to, or de- 
tract from, what stands preéminently above all 
man’s devices in any inferior revelations. 

To be morbidly affected with religion, and with 
that disturbed state of the mind and nervous sys- 
tem which givs rise to vagaries and visions con- 
strued into, or supposed to be, divine revelations, 
correspondingly affects conduct and character. It 
produces a belief and the disposition that we must 
depart from ordinary human manners and methods, 
in our intercourse with society, in doing the newly 
revealed duty. The belief that God is personally 
present, and impressing the mind and emotions with 
these revelations of his will, irresistibly changes the 
voice, the expression of countenance, the positions of 
the body, the action of the muscles, the habits of 
eating and drinking, the quality and mode of the 
costume, and works a general transformation. With- 
out these changes in the regime—in the moral 
and personal aspects of life—the individual and 
others for whom the benefit of the special revela- 
tion was supposed to be given, could not be confi- 
dent of its genuinness and reliability. Such outward 
signs are believed to be the certain and the in- 
variable accompaniments of a genuin divine revela- 
tion of this spurious order. And these revelations 
would not be accepted by those who believe in them 


without such external tokens and evidences of their 


divinity. These spurious revelations can be dis- 
tinguished from the real and true by always being 
thus verified, while the latter never are by anything 
of the kind, as they need no outward confirmation, 
having within themselvs those inherent qualities 
and properties that carry with them irresistible evi- 
dence, and which are all-sufficient. 

Let his mistakes or failings be what they may, the 
true revelations that Jesus made to his disciples in 
Judea, according to the record, were without these 
outward signs and personal airs that accompany the 
false. His religious neighbors, the Pharisees, like 
many of the same kind among us here, would not 
credit his testimony as divine revelations, because of 
the absence of these signs. But he said “a wicked 
and an adulterous generation should hav- no sign." 
They should place their evidence on a higher basis— 
their own powers of discernment. “Why even of 
yourselvs judge ye not what is right ?” 

He was severe on the Pharisees for parading these 
external signs in their long prayers, their disfigured 
countenances, broad phylacteries, and other methods 
of showing their communion with God. 

It is very clear, from the direct and positiv style 
and language of Jesus, that neither his tones nor 
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manner8 were either pious or affected, or bore any 
other evidence of this spurious divinity. 

Among the radical reformers of the past George 
Fox was entirely free from them. He was s0 ex- 
emplary in that respect, so determined not to mis- 
lead, or deceive by these false outward signs of piety 
and professions of religion, that his contemporary 
biographer made special mention of it as one of his 
exceptional virtues, and of his aversion to those out- 
ward, whining, priestly tones, airs, and devices as- 
sumed by those who claim to be under a divine 
special guidance and revelation. 

Almost everywhere among high professors of re- 
ligion, who claim to liv in intimacy with God, we 
see these ghostly airs assumed, for the sole purpose 
of the parties to pass, through these fraudulent 
means, for what they are not, and for deceiving tho 

eople. T. E. LONGSHORE. 

Philadelphia, July, 1890. 


tO 
Bruno. 


(In September last year Mr. C. Bradlaugh lectured in 
Nottingham, taking for his subject, ‘‘ Bruno :. 1600-1889." 
Since Mr. Bradigugh's departure the Catholics hav been 
busy denouncing Bruno from their pulpits.” I sent to Canon 
Harnett the letter appended in answer to one sent by him to 
one of our local papers. I do not claim for it any special 
literary merit, but send it hoping it may interest some of 
your readers. The name of Bruno hasa special claim on 
the sympathies of all Freethinkers.—R. J. M.] 

Sır: While hunting up some information in some 
back issues of the Guardian, I came across a letter 
of yours on the above subject. The paper bears the 
date of Oct. 1, 1889, nine months ago. As one 
who has lectured from the same platform as Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and as one who has “held up Bruno to 
admiration,” I ask leave to plead on behalf of this 
dead Freethinker. My only apology for addressing 
you is (if one is needed), Bruno was a heretic, and I 
share his heresy. ` 

“Implacable hatred of the Oatholic church, and 
cf its visible head on earth, is the main idea of these 
men in holding up Bruno to admiration.” As far as 
I am personally concerned, your words are true. I 
hav no love for your church. Why should I hav? 
What has your church done for me or mine? Gaz- 
ing backward through “the portals of history,” 
what has your church done for humanity? Instead 
of “wicked men” “inflicting a lasting insult to 
Christianity,” has not Christianity, as personified by 
your church, offered a lasting insult to the human 
race? You invite “anyone” to read Berti’s work; 
let me invite you to read another—Rule's History of 
the Inquisition. Compare, I pray you, the life of 
Roderic Borgia, Pope Alexander VI., with that of 
Bruno of Nols, and tell me candidly which of the 
two you consider the most “infamous,” the most 
“foul and full of obscenities ?" 

It is quite true, as you say, that Bruno made “a 
direct assault on the Christian religion.” That as- 
sault has continued ever since. I glory init. And 
I trust the unveiling of a statue to Bruno is not re- 
garded as “a mere barren act of homage, but as the 
beginning of a new period of agitation, which shall 
rouse the popular classes against the church of 
Rome.” And one of the strongest opponents your 
church has to face in this country is the man you 
oppose in the columns of a daily paper, not having 
the courage to oppose him on the platform. 

You say it is not true that the Inquisition was 
hunting for him, because he had many towns, like 
Geneva, where he might hav lived in peace. Do you 
not know that there are Inquisitions and Inquisitors, 
of a milder kind, in other creeds besides that of the 
holy Catholic church? Inquisitors to-day dare not 
burn, but they still rob men of their liberty; others 
they try to ruin; some they try to rob of their chil- 
dren, and sometimes succeed; and in places where 
Christian toleration makes Freethought unsafe, some 
may lose the means by which they gain their daily 
bread. Bruno did goto Geneva. Geneva offered 
him a cloak, sword, and bread, and intellectual im- 
prisonment for life. Bruno looked at the glorious 
Alps, and thought of the sweets of liberty. Ohoos- 
ing liberty to servitude, he left the home of Calvin, 
the murderer of Servetvs. To say he might hav lived 

there in peace is only partly true. Bruno might hav 
lived there in peace if he had no opinions of his 
own. He knew how. to value thought, and knew 
how to die for it. 

* Whatever punishment the state passed upon him, 
and it is not at-all clear what it was," we should re- 
member heavy penalties were enacted for slight 
crimes. How innocent! For the word “state” 

_ substitute the words “Oatholic church.” The punish- 
ment, as you know, was years of imprisonment and 
death by burning in the Campo di Fiori. If you do 
not know these facts, how do you fill up the void in 
Bruno's life between May 23, 1592, and the 17th 
February, 1600? If you did know these facts, what 
do you mean by stating it is not at all clear what 
his punishment was? Is not imprisonment and 
death by burning punishment? If not, what is it? 

“Bruno appears to hav been an apostate, a blas- 
phemer, and an avowed pantheist.” Sir, the predomi- 
nating characteristic of your church is bigotry— 


bigotry of the worst kind. Whenever men hav been 
grand enough to think for themselvs, and bold 
enough to honestly teach what they hav thought, 
your church has always been ready to call these men 
blasphemers. If these “blasphemers” belonged to 
your church, and dared to think for themselvs, you 
label them “ apostates,” as though they were not as 
honest in their thought as youare. The blasphemy of 
Bruno’s life was his pantheism. That was his real 
crime against the Catholic church. The Catholic 
church has always hated a thinker or. precisely the 
same lines as a burglar hates a policeman. 

Now I hav done, unless you care to send this, 
with your answer, to the publie press. 

Nottingham, Eng. Roszar J. Murray. 


——"*À a 
Eminent Women. 
LUORETIA MOTT. 


When the excitement of antislavery meetings and 
conventions was about at the highest stage, I remem- 
ber well seeing the mild, beautiful face of Lucretia 
x at some of these meetings at Pleasant Valley, 
It was a face which, once sean, could never be for- 
golten. I see her this morning just as I saw her 
then, and hear the low, gentle, earnest tones of her 
voice, a8 it always spoke for freedom, kindliness, 
and reform. 

Bui in writing of her, I draw, not from memory, 
but from Mrs. E. C. Stanton’s memorial address of 
her, delivered in Washington, in 1881. 

In January, 1793, the little island of Nantucket 
“welcomed to its solitude a child destined to be one 
of America’s most famous women," Lucretia Mott. 

In 1708, Mary Starbuck, the “ Great Merchant,” a 
woman of remarkable intellect and executiv ability, 
“ converted the colony [at Nantucket] to Quakerism, 
and vindicated woman’s right to interest herself in 
the commerce of the world. Perhaps she, like the 
good genii of old, brought her gifts to that cradle 
and breathed into the new life the lofty inspiration 
that made this woman the prophet and seer she was. 
Here were the descendants of John Wolman, William 
Rotch, George Fox, the Macys, the Franklins, the 
Folger$; and in this pure atmosphere, and. from 
these distinguished ancestors, Lucretia Mott received 
her inheritance. Her father was an honest seafaring 
Quaker ; her mother belonged to the Folger family, 
whose culture, genius, common. sense, and thrift 
culminated in Benjamin Franklin, and later in 
Lucretia Mott.” So here again we see the mother- 
heredity produciag the grand and noble offspring. 
Lucretia says in her diary: “I hav always loved the 
good in childhood, and desired to do the right. In 
those early years, I was activly useful to my mother, 
who, in the absence of my father on his long voyages, 
was engaged in mercantil business, often going to 
Boston to purchase goods in exchange for oil and 
candles, the staple of the island. The exercise of 
women’s talents in this line, as well as the general 
care Which devolved upon them in the absence of 
their husbands, tended to develop them mentally 
and physically.” 

In 1804 the family moved to Boston, where 
Luoretia was sent to the public instead of the select 
schools, as in the latter the pride of class might be 
engendered. 

Mingling with the poor, and noting their patient 
struggles with poverty, gave her a feeling of sym- 
pathy for the masses, which grew and increased in 
all the after years of her life. 

Her father lost his property by indorsing for a 
friend. He never recovered from the blow, and the 
support of the family henceforth mainly devolved on 
the mother, who was energetic, ambitious, and 
courageous. 

"The parents, like all Quakers, felt that a good 
education was the best blessing they could bestow 
on their children, and in her fourteenth year Lucretia 
and her elder sister wera sent to “The Nine Part- 
ners,’ a Quaker boarding-school in Duchess 
county, N. Y. : 

Àt fifteen she became assistant teacher, and at the 
end of the second year was offered the situation of 
teacher, with the inducement of entitling a younger 
sister to her education. Lucretia had her share of 
life's trials. * As one of eight children in her-father’s 
house, with his financial embarrassments and sudden 
death, and afterward with five children of her own, 
and her husband’s reverses, Lucretia’s heroism and 
strength of mind were fairly tested. In both of 
these financial emergencies she opened a school, and 
by her success as a teacher bridged over the chasm.” 

In her eighteenth year she married James Mott, 
whose acquaintance she had formed at the boarding 
school, and for half a century they enjoyed a true 
and congenial companionship. He had the cool 
judgment, she the enkindling enthusiasm; he had 
the slow, sure movement, she the quick, impulsiv 
energy. He enjoyed nothing more than silence, she 
nothing more than talking. The one was completely 
the complement of the other. 

Collyer says theirs was the most perfect wedded 
life to be found on earth. 

They were both of a beautiful presence—he large, 


fair, with kindly blue eyes and regular features; she 
slight, with dark hair and eyes. Both of the sunni- 
est spirit—both free to take their own way, as such 
fine souls always are, and yet their lives were so per- 
fectly one that neither of them led or followed the 
other, 80 far as one could observe, by the breadth 
of a line. 

In his young days James Mott wasa teacher. Ha 
then engaged in the cotton business, but dropped it 
just as it was becoming profitable, because it wa: 
connected with slave labor. Then he took up the 
wool business, which proved financially succeasfu), 
so that he retired on a competency, which enabled 
them to take a trip to Europe, and afterward to liz 
a life of leisure indulging in literary pursuits. 

Lucretia was a gocd housekeeper and took the 
entire charge of her children. She did not rest cor- 
tent in simply caring fcr home, but filled and rounded 
out her life by riding, study, and activ work in a!l 
kinds of reform. 

Glancing at the platform on one occasion in Phils- 
delphia, the central figure is Lucretia Mott in 
Quaker costume, in the zenith of her refined beauty. 
Around her are grouped James Mott, William Lloyd 
Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Thomas W. Higginson, 
Robert Purvis, Charles Burleigh, Ernestine L. Rose, 
Frances Dana Gage, Hannah Tracy Outler, Lydia 
Mott, Martha O. Wright, Ann Austin, Sarah Pugh, 
Hannah Darlington, Mary Grew, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Susan B. Ánthony, and Lucy Stone, as refined 
and remarkable an assembly of men and women as 
would be found in any European court. ‘Yet these 
were the people so hated and ridiculed by the press 
and pulpit, whose grand utterances and spicy debates 
were stigmatized as the “maudlin sentimentalism of 
unsexed men and women.” 

Look at these names now and see what time has 
done for their redemption, and tske heart all ye who 
are at this day maligned, ostracised, fined, and impris- 
oned for being in advance of your age and giving 
your best thoughts to the world. 

As a minister in Quaker meeting Lucretia had her 

crosses to endure—crosses as heavy as now fall on 
the heads and hearts of the pioneers of to day. Har 
motto was, “Truth for authority rather than author- 
ity for truth.” She says, * The doctrin of original sin 
hever commended itself to my reason or conscience, 
except on the theory of original holiness also.” She 
was thoroughly optimistic, believing in a love of the 
good, the true, and the beautiful as the ruling mo- 
tivs of the majority of life's children. 
' Though to her heart’s core she was a Hicksite 
Quaker and a true expounder of the tenets of Elias 
Hicks, yet she was feared, traduced, maligned, and 
dreaded as a thorn in the flesh among the followers 
of his doctrins, just as a real Christian is now feared 
and maligned if he attempts to preach the real Christ 
—as a man and a reformer, instead of a ranting and 
dogmatic fanatic. 

One of the best preachers they had, but so identi- 
fied with popular, or rather unpopular reforms, they 
would hav given much to hav had her expelled from 
membership, “but she understood her own rights 
and the Friends’ disciplin too well to violate a single 
rule. Although her enemies kept close watch, they 
never caught her off her guard.” 

When the Friends split into Hicksite and ortho- 
-dox, and she saw the cold, averted looks of “those 
whose confidence she once enjoyed, and was shunned 
as unworthy of notice,” she said, “all this was hard 
to endure, but it was the price I paid for being true 
to the convictions of my own soul.” 

Collyer says of her speaking, “ There was not the 
least hint of premeditation, while there was a bound- 
less wealth of meditation, in her deep, pregnant 
thoughts,” thus proving that inspiration, eloquence, 
and impromptu speaking come from deep study, a 
full mind, and carefully digested convictions. She 
was always ready, prompt, and quick to act. 

When Garrison wrote the declaration of anti- 
slavery, and the members were asked to sign, James 
Mott stood by the desk. Thomas Shipley said that 
“before signing it would be well to consider, as it 
would bring down on their heads terrible persecu- 
tions, and great losses in their business relations. 
He said he should sign it himself, but advised James 
Mott and others to pause. The moment Shipley 
ceased speaking, Lucretia, in a brave, inspiring tone, 
said, ‘James, put down thy name,’ which he quickly 
did, joining in the general smile of satisfaction. At 
a social gathering one evening Dr. Moore was con- 
versing with her, strongly condemning the fanaticism 
and impolicy of the Abolitionists, and especially the 
women. He finally became too insulting for the 
gentle, Quakerly woman, and she arose in indigna- 
tion, and as she left him she remarked, “ All I hav 
to say to thee in parting is, ‘Gat thee behind me, 
Satan.” He quietly took his hat aud departed. 

Exava Drage SLENKER. 
(ro BE OONOLUDED ) 


NorwirHsTANDING the enormous quantity of books, 
how few people read! But if they read, and read 
with advantage, should we hav to witness the deplo:- 
able infatuations to which the vulgar are still every 
day a prey ?— Voltaire. 
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Mr. G. A. Chapin’s Twelve Questions. 

1. What evidence hay we of any God? 

Answer. If by the term “ God" £he writer means 
an absolute personality, the first cause of all things, 
I reply, None. But if he means by “God” the 
“universal energy” or activity, I reply we hav no 
evidence of its nature, and are only conscious of its 
manifestations. Nature never manifesta any of those 
qualities which are distinetivly human. 

9. What evidence hav we of immortality ? 

Ans. If immoriality means conscious existence 
after the dissolution of the physical organism I re- 
ply, None. The question involves two problems, 
viz.: First. Ig mana unity or a duality? Second. 
Where is the locality of immortal residence? To the 
. first I reply that science has found man to be a liv- 

ing organism, and that when he is dead he has 
ceased to liv, and not that “life has gone out of 
him.” To the second I reply that the heavens (or 
the space so-called) is being pretty well searched by 
astronomers, sad no doubt when this locality is 
found due mention will'be made of the fact. 

8. What authority can one man rightfully hav over an- 
` other ? 

` Ans. The authority arising from superior mental 
` ability and larger experience. Huxley and Darwin 

speak with that authority which comes from inti- 
mate knowledge of their special branches of science. 

4. How is the rule of a majority any less -destructiv to 
freedom than the rule of a monarch? 

Ans. The term “freedom” is susceptible of differ- 
ent meanings in different countries, and under dif. 
ferent circumstances. The rule of the majority is 
less destructiv, because the rights of the minority 
are not so liable to be overlooked. 

5. What right does man hay to what he does not earn? 

Ans. The quastion is peculiarly stated. The 
words“ right” and “earn” are too loosely used to 

‘admit of a clear answer. The "right" may depend 
upon the uses to which he puts his earnings, and his 
possessions may come not from his own immediate 

. exertions, but from the exertions which others hav 
been enabled to make consequent upon his former 
exertions. An answer is possible when these two 
terms are defined. 

6.. What right has any man: to hold vacant land out of 
use 

Ans. None, in the strict sense of the word. If 
his intentions are to use it, a reasonable time should 
be allowed him to develop his plans. 

7. What right does one man or combination of men hav to 
monopolize the issue of money ? 

~ Ans, The right which comes from s general recog- 
nition of its currency. Money is only a measure of 
value. A dollar bill is a promis to pay. So long as 
the issuer is known to be solvent it is a dollar. A 
check or bank draft is of the same character. Every 
man has a right to issue his own money—check or 
draft—so long as he can giv its equivalent in wealth 
when called upon to do go. . 

8. On what grounds can compulsory taxation be enforced ? 

Ans. 1. Public necessity. 2. The desire on the 
part of some fo escape the obligations incidental to 
social life. 

9. Are interest, rent, and profits earned by the receivers? 

Ans. Sometimes. 

. 10. Can they be collected without force ? 

Ans. Yes, when men are faithful to their under- 
takings. 

11. What right has a policeman to use force ? 

Ans. When he is resisted in the discharge of his 
duty. His force is derived. He represents the 
healthy portion of the community, and will be a 
necessity so long as the brute nature continues in 
man. When men acknowledge in their conduct that 
one man's rights are limited by the rights of another 
a policeman will be an extinct species. 

12. What right has any man or body of men to interfere 
with the absolute individual freedom of the human race ? 

Ans. In our present stage of civilization absolute 
individual freedom cannot exist. Absolutism would 
be despotism. Human beings are too interdepend- 
ent to permit of such a condition. Society must 
protect itself; it is only possible where individuals 
subordinate themeelvs to the well-being of the mass. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. Henry Rowzey. 

——— 49$ M 


The All-Father’s Pets. 


If the earth was created by an all-wise deity who 
loves the gentle and guards the good, how is it that, 
in the struggle for existence, these always become the 
prey of the crafty, the cruel, and the strong? In 
the vegetable kingdom those plants most beautiful 
or useful to man are easiest injured. The early frost 
destroys the flowers and corn, but weeds unsightly 
and worthless flourish as before. The mangled lily 
dies, but the trampled thistle springs up again to 
send its seed afar on every breeze. 

Our useful plants require careful protection and 
cultivation ; left to themselvs they would degenerate 
into worthless forms, or perish utterly. They hav 
been created by the persevering intelligence of man 


—-are the enemies of nature, which always seeks to 
destroy them and giv their room to weeds and bram- 
bles. The all-father then has given injurious and 
worthless plants an advantage over all the useful and 
beautiful ones in the struggle for existence! 

In the animal world it is not the nightingale or 
oriole, the lamb or the new-born babe, that nature 
loves the best, but the serpent with its poison fang 
and the bird of prey with cruel claws. The wild 
fawn musi hav food or die; the cobra can fast a year 
and hav strength left to kill the noblest man in 
India. A pure, fair young Italian girl is struggling 
in the arms of the robber chief; her whole life has 
been devoted to the service of God and saint; her 
prayers and tears should hav power to move the 
father’s heart, but he is dumb and cold as the moun- 
tain crags, and lying there upon the Alpine daisies, 
dishonored and murdered, sha is food for wolves and 
vultures. Half a century later the bandit devil 
receives the last rites and consolations of holy 
church, dies peacefully in his bed, and is buried 
under the pines upon the mountain side, and the 
daisies spring up and cover his grave with perfumed 
snow. James M. MoCann. 

Bridgeport, W. Va. 

— e 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


That our readers may hav an idea of the work done 
in behalf of Mental Liberty, we can inform them that 
during the past year the secretary of the German 
Freethought Assoeiation mailed 2,068 letters, 1,908 
postal cards, and 10.204 packages of printed matter. 
Do we need better proof of the gradual awakening of 
the people to the danger of submitting to the dic- 
tates of a tyrannical priesthood ? Dr. Voelkel, 
lecturer and editor of the Z"rei-religioses Sonntags- 
blatt, is at present treating the German Liberals in 
various cities to a lectureon Thomas Paine. The 
audiences of our friend are surprisingly large to an 
American; gatherings of four to six hundred are very 
common. We see but one reason for the difference 
in size between German and American audiences: the 
Germans are not afraid of announcing themselves as 
Liberals, while the Americans, well—that almighty 
dollar, and still more almighty clergy. Let us be 
ashamed of ourselvs. 


A correspondent to the Parisian paper X 7 X Siècle 
(Nineteenth Oentury) writes that the governor of 
Kurland has published the following order: 

Whereas the Jews are not Christians; they liv in 
darkness and do not know the light of the Ohristian 
religion. It is therefore right that the Jews should 
pay all the costs of lighting and the gas bills for 
the cities of Mitau, Liban, Windou, eto., that they 
on their part may ‘enlighten’ the  Ohristians. 
Resolved, that hceneforward all the costs of the light- 
ing of the above-named cities be borne by the Jews 
living therein.” Oommenting upon this the Milwau- 
kee Freidenker says," This is Russian justice and 
Russian Christianity." What about: the American 
Christian justice in taxing Freethinkers for the sup- 
port of churches? Brother C. H. Boppe might fitly 
hav remarked. 


In Italy Prime Minister Orispi has scored a 
great victory. July 3d, the Italian senate by an 
overwhelming majority indorsed the transference to 
state administration of Opere Pie, the charitable 
funds whose handling has heretofore so benefited 
the clergy. Poor litt'e pope, his protest of June 
26th addressed to the senate, was of no avail. 


July 8th, Viktor E. Lennstrand was for the fifth 
time declared not guilty of blasphemy by a jury; 
hence both he and Mr. Wilhelmson, the publisher, 
hay escaped the clutches of the clergy this time. 
We congratulate our friends. One would think that 
this time the Swedish government ought to realize 
what the public sentiment is, and that its previ- 
ous “ Ohristian” conduct only makes it an object for 
the contempt and laughter of the intelligent part of 
mankind. Mr. Lennstrand announces that the yearly 
congress of Swedish Freethinkers will be held in 
Stockholm, August 9th and 10th, and that he will 
take the warpath immediately after. We expect some 
noise then in the orthodox camp. Henry V. 
Berghell, who is indicted for blasphemy in Jönkö- 
ping, is getting * Christian experiences.” A witness 
for the prosecution testified under oath in the court 
that he had taken down notes of M. Berghell’s lect- 
ure and that these notes would clearly prove the 
wickedness of the defendant. Several persons pres- 
ent then called upon Mr. Berghell to prosecute the 
witness for perjury, offering to prove that he had 
taken down no notes. But Mr. Berghell was not a 
believer, hence the Christian perjurer went free. 
Our friend Captain Otto Thomson is at present 
bearing the brunt of the battle. The organization and 
the publication of Fritänkaren has fallen to his lot, 
and the fate of the latter is a source of fear to the 
brave captain. The crisis has come; and we call 
upon our Scandinavian brethren here in America to 
send in their mite. For one dollar you will get Fri- 
tánkaren a whole year, and we can assure you that it 


has not its equal'as a missionary document among 
the publications issued in the Scandinavian lan- 
guages. The address is Brygareggatan 25, Siock- 
holm. Gustave NELS N. 


_— OO HO 
Mr. Heywood’s Case.* 

To tae Eprror or Taz Truru Serxer, Sir: Since 
July 2d, when I received from Mr. Searle the rather 
startling news that Judge Carpenter had overruled 
all exceptions, violated law and customs, in denying 
me appeal and rehearing before two judges, and that 
I was called for sentence the next day, at 11 4.x., un- 
pleasant suspense has not been encouraging. It re- 
calls days of my childhood, when my father, Ezra 
Hoar, a devout Baptist, at evening family service 
used to lead in singing : 

The day is past and gone, 
The evening shades appear : 


Oh, may we all remember well, . 
The night of death draws near. 


I knew somewhat of the rigor of even liberal jails— 
how easily they can take life, as well as health and 
cheer, in those living tombs, where, as I write this, 
millions of human beings, no worse than you and I, 
Mr. Editor, are under legalized torture; hence the 
outlook of five years in prison, which Judge Carpen- 
ter, to-morrow, will probably consider a “light sen- 
tence,” is not attractiv. I hav had the ablest 
defense lawyers could render. J. F. Pickering, my 
senior counsel in the case of 1877-8, and in the case 
of 1882-3, gave valuable advice. George W. Searle 
is one of the best criminal lawyers in Boston, a life- 
long student in literary andreformatory fields, alert, 
adroit, cogent, and tireless in behalf of whomsoever he 
acts for incourt. Without detracting from the great 
services rendered by Pickering, Wakemar, Park, 
Cobb, and many other good lawyers in previous 
cases, it is due to Mr. Chamberlain to say that he is 
the best-posted lawyer in these states on obscenity 
cases—a clear-headed, able, ready defender of Per- 
sonal Rights by tongue or pen, wherever they are as- 
sailed. With him reform is no matter of pretense or 
eant, but work, needing to be done regardless of per- 
sonal cost to himself or others. The conspicuous 
ability, scholarly accomplishment, and timely service 
he incarnated in Mrs. Slenker’s case, before Judge 
Paul, at Abingdon, Va., will not soon be forgotten 
by Freethinkers, or others who hav at heart the 
good of human beings or the imperativ need of pro- 
gressiv work.. 

Since Saturday evening, May 10th, when Arresting 
Officer McOauseland took me from Princeton depot 
swiftly back to Boston, and put me in the court- 
house cellar, which they dignify as the “ city prison,” 
many ludicrous, as well as tragic, events hav trans- 
pired which I cannot now, amid pressing trials in 
the few hours of liberty left me, even allude to. The 
transient frenzy to “suppress” dissenters from 
Christian law and order, which just now obsesses 
some district attorneys and judges, has no popular 
approval. All this comes about here, as Mr. Har- 
man’s fate in Kansas, by the activity of the mer- 
cenary nests of Vice Society vipers in New York, 
Boston, and St. Louis, of which Oomstock, Chase, 
and McAfee are the “agent” reptils. For the first 
time in seventeen years Ohristian decoy has a presi- 
dent, Harrison; a postmaster-general, Wanamaker, 
and a postmaster in Princeton, Deacon Gregory— 
three pious men, willing servants of his obscenityship, 
Anthony Comstock. Without law, and against law, 
Wanamaker “ordered” Deacon Gregory to deceive 
me, lie to me, in order to get possession of publica- 
tions to be used to compass my imprisonment. Will 
Wanamaker's “order” to local postmasters to de- 
ceive and lie for morality’s sake and Christ’s sake be 
accepted as/az by the American people ? is the rather 
serious question now confronting citizens. Judge 
Oarpenter accepted that ** order " as law, and thereby 
secured my conviction. United States District- 
Attorney Frank D. Allen so far lacks mind of his own 
that he tells Mr. Searle he can’t allow us the usual 
appeal hitherto assured by law and custom in the 
United States Circuit Oourt, because the au- 
thorities at Washington “impetuously urge him to 
hav me speedily sentenced.” Judge Carpenter is 
an intense Methodist; frequents dog-fights, prize- 
fights ; is of alight and frivolous strain ; knows little 
of, and cares less for, the grand issues involved in 
these cases. No doubt he is obtusely, vulgarly 
“ honest ;” that it seems to him right to do what he 
has power to do with the victims of his “ pure” ven- 
geance, but an “honest” knave is quite as difficult a 
thing to reason with asa tricky fool. So Mr. Obam- 
berlain very properly thinks it not worth while for 
him to come to Boston to attempt further argument 
before Judge Oarpenter, who is to sit alone to- 
morrow, to decide the case. Whether Mr. Searle or I 
ean let daylight of truth and reason into his densely 
dark mind is a question. 

Before going behind prison bars again (being 
taken, rather, for I do not arrest, try, or jail myself), 
allow me to refer to two or three of my critics. In 


* Mr. Macdonald, Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, beiug 
absent on a fortnight’s vacation, editorial opinion on Mr. 
Hey wood's case is deferred till his return.—En. pro tem. 
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Tue Trura Szrxzn of July 12th Converse Close says 
of Harman, Reid, and me: “ Those men, each and all, 
hav promulgated theories and engaged in practices 
This statement is false, every 
, word of it; we hav simply urged rere $ 

e 


contrary to law." 


present imperfect institutions and customs. 
guarantees of religious liberty in our state and fed. 


eral constitutions include moral liberty, which is a 
part of religious freedom, and hence included in it. 
Mr. Close quotes the statement of ideas kept stand- 
ing at the head of the editorial column in the 


Word, adding : “ This paper is a labor-union, Anarch- 


istic publication, and advocates what it considers 


Liberal Freethought principles.” Is it not my legal 
right to do so? Has Mr. Close got so far into per- 
fect society, the millennium, that no further discovery 
or utterance of truth is necessary or “legal?” The 
Declaration of Independence affirms the right of citi- 
zens to alter or abolish government if they think 
best. to try. Messrs. Reid and Harman are im 
prisoned for no real offense; they were exercising 
their legal natural right to deal with others as was 
mutually agreeable; the “crime” for which they 
suffer torture is purely fictitious; nobody is in 
vaded, nobody hurt; it is nobody’s business what 
our thoughts, words, or actions are if there is no 
overt act harming others’ persons or property. Mr. 
Close ought to hav sense enough to be ashamed to 
side with the Ohristian scamps who imprison us. 
What I mean by wordocracy (of which Mr. Close 
quotes the proclamation) is just what Paine and Jef- 
ferson meant by democracy ; what Garrison meant in 
demanding “ Liberty for each, for all, and for ever ;” 
what Andrews meant in the Pantarchy ; what Proud- 
hon meant by Anarchy ; what Josiah Warren meant 
by “True civilization." Does Mr. Close really 
think growth, progress, disorderly or illegal? If se, 
go much the worse for his law and order. 

In Tus Truru Seexer of July 5th, you said: * We 
hope Mr. Heywood will get clear of the inquisition 
and then reform.” I favor evolution in morals, phys- 
iology, and langusge, express opinions and print 
others’ opinions ; supposing you do differ from me, 
is not that your right? Is not my right to speak to 
others who choose to listen—to giv or sell a paper 
to others who wish to read—strietly legal? Hav I 
invaded, hurt anybody? If not, wherein do I need 
to “reform?” 

In Liberty, some time ago, Benj. R. Tucker wrote 
of my “seeming determination to outdo Harman in 
rashness.” F. C. Walker, in Fair Play, says I heed- 
leasly “ rush upon the naked sword of an athlete,” 
“ deliberately walk into the enemy’s stronghold, and 
atretch myself upon its racks.” Geo. E. Macdonald 
says in Freethought: “ Mr. Heywocd appears to hav 
voluntarily placed his head in the lion's mouth, or 
rather laid it at the ass's heels.” When their work 
was being done some said Garrison and John Brown 
were “ rash," “ foolish,” “crazy,” but intelligent sense 
now sees in them pioneer exponents of natural law 
and order. Bacon (not H. S. Bacon, the unterri- 
fied Damocrat who takes Tux Truru Serxer in 
Worcester, Mass., but the old Bacon who was Shak- 
spere) said, “He who hath a wife and children has 
given pledges to fortune,” cannot act freely. Per- 
haps Mr. Tucker's hesitancy is due to the fact that 
he has a baby; its name is “ Anarchy,” and a very 
bright and worthy child it is. But in personating 
Freethought I enact Anarchy in ifs best sense, as 
Mr. Tucker's child will concede, if it livs to grow 
up. Mr. Walker seems to think his baby, “ Auton- 
omy,” is endangered by one outspoken newspaper in 
Massachusetts; that bravado, not sense, animates 
me. Wait and see, please. Whether I come out of 
prison alive, physically, or not, I will not commit 
moral suicide by suppressing my thought relativ to 
soul and bedy issues up for consideration. If Mr. 
Tucker’s or Mr. Walker's church is liable to be up- 
set by printed Freethought in the Word, or else- 
where, it is weaker built than I supposed. Our royal 
George shall reply to himself : 

When there is general doubt about the thickness of the ice 


the man who goes ahead and tests it is regarded as a useful 
person if he finds it safe, and a fool if he breaks through and 


gets drowned. Weare ignorant of the amount of liberty. 


we may enjoy until we feel about us and find how light the 
bonds are; but we can safely risk our last dollar on the 
proposition that we will never hav any more than we reach 
out and take. The blessed ‘‘ people” represented by the 
church and state are not in the habit of extending favors to 
us in the form of new liberties. If Mr. Harman had not pub- 
lished the Markland letter, Mr. Tucker or I might hav done 
it and got five years in the penitentiary. His act costs Mr. 
Tucker and me nothing, but knowledge of it is worth as 
much to us asto him. Heywood’s ** Cupid’s Yokes ” taught 
us the same lesson free of cost to ourselvs. So I feel a 
certain sense of gratitude to these pioneers.— Z"reethought. 


We hav published books and a newspaper here now 
nearly twenty years. You and I, Mr. Editor, differ 
in ideas and style of expression; but the right of 
each to do his own work in his own way is unques- 
tionable. It is only lack of faith in truth and human 
nature that thinks plain-spoken intelligence unsafe. 
What newspaper act ever did more for journalistic 
progress and civilizing, Anarchistic growth than 
Bennett’s, when he came home from the Watkins 
convention, where he, Bell, Tilton, and another were 


raided for selling “Oupid’s Yokes,” and said in TuE 
Trours Srexer that he would sell, deliver in hand, or 
mail the book? 

We need more “cranks,” more “rash” assertion 
of right denied. Dr. Franklin said, “ Where liberty 
is, there is my country.” Let us better the instruc- 
tion, saying where liberty is not, there we will work 
to realize it. 

But time flies, and thie, probably my ''last will 
and testament” to you for some time hence, must 
close. Though there are seeming defeats, yet Bunker 
Hil leads to Yorktown, Harper's Ferry to negro 
emancipation; “light sfüietions" come now and 
then, but, in the long run, liberty is synonymous 
with victory. Twelve years ago “the heathen 
raged” more hotly against “Cupid’s Yokes” than 
now against the Word. Did they suppress my book? 
They advertised it. So now, whatever becomes of 
me, personally, the truth we work to realize will win, 
and all will be the better for if. Guizot, the French 
historian, said, “A man never rises so high as when 
ne cannot tell where he is going ;” we all march 
“under sealed orders,” often walk off presipices, 
but though in faith our steps “fall on seeming void,” 
i det we find “the solid rock” beneath inquiring 
eét. 

In August, 1878, when H. L. Green welcomed 
the Freethought hosts to Watkins Glen, honoring 
Christian speakers by extending to them the cordia! 
hospitality of afree platform, and giving them the 
critieal aitention of intelligent listeners, Christian 
spies skulked about, and got under arrest and held 
for trial four Freethinkers for selling my book. 
On his way home J. P. Mendum, the brave old 
publieher of the Boston Investigator, called at the 
Hotel Dedham, where I was then a United States 
guest, and told me the stunning news. Was Bennett 
frightened? Rather, he rose in righteous wrath to 
the level of brave, wise, timely action, for which 
millions are now grateful. Burke said, “A con- 
tented slave is a demoralized man.” I don’t see how 
citizens can sleep nights under the revolting, in- 
famous censorship of opinions now imposed by Com- 
stock, Wanamaker & Oo. In Irish phrase, I for 
one “ will not be satisfied unless I am dissatisfied ” 
with the foul despotism dominant in obscenity stat- 
utes. 
hav not done their duty. Thanking you, Mr. Editor, 
for the generous space given in your columns to 
these pregnantly important and intensely interesting 
questions, and rejoicing in your steadfast devotion to 
mental freedom, I am yours for the right and power 
to know something about physiology, morals, lan- 
guage, and yet be permitted to liv outside of jails. 

Ezra H. Heywoop. 

Princeton, Mass., July 23, x.x. 18. 


Boston, 3 r.m , July 24, x1 18. 
Mz. Eprron: Searle did admirably ; the case could 
not hav been better presented. But the sentence is 
two years at hard labor in the state prison. If the 
government can afford it I and mine can afford il. 
Banished from his home city Dante asked, “If I 
go whoremaing?" Well, Mr. Editor, there are hosts 
of protesting citizens outside. I go behind bars 
knowing that right has been discerned and duty 
done by me and mine in behalf of citizsn Freedom 
invaded, and trust Mrs. Heywood and children, all 
workers for right, the Word and the cause they be- 
speak, will hav the ccoperaiiv support that liberty, 

struck down but not dismayed, deserves. 
Yours truly, E. H, Heywoop. 


From the Boston Daily Globe of July 25th. 


Ezra H. Hey wood, publisher of the Princeton Word, who 
was convicted of sending obscene literature through the 
mails, was sentenced yesterday in the circuit court by Judge 
Carpenter to two years at hard labor in Charlestown state 
prison. 

Such a scene as that which immediately preceded the im- 
position of this sentence is seldom seen in Boston. Confu- 
sion reigned supreme and the assistance of marshals was 
needed to quell the disturbance. 

A lengthy bill of exceptions was put in by defendant’s 
counsel, asking for a new trial and for an arrest of judg- 
ment. The court refused to admit the exceptions or to 
grant the motions for a new trial or for an arrest of judg 
ment. à 

The court was just asking for instructions regarding the 
punishment in such cases, when, seeing Mr. Heywood aris- 
ing to his feet, the court asked if he had. anything to say re- 
garding the severity of sentence. 

Mrs. Josephine S. Tilton, sister of Mrs. Heywood, who 
until now had been a quiet though earnest listener of the 
proceedings, arose fo her feet and exclaimed: ''Men of 
Massachusetts, are you going to permit and countenance & 
court that does not giv justice, and that does not counte- 
nance liberty ?” 

The marshals interfered here, and Mr. Heywood, who 
meantime was upon his feet, declared his innocence of im- 
morality, said he had been decoyed into a trap by United 
States officiels, and that the whole performance was a mon- 
trous piece of injustice. 

The court said that no further remarks need be made on 
that subject, as that question had already been decided upon 
by a jury. 

Mrs. Heywood, wife of the accused, asked to be allowed 
to say a word but was refused. 

Mr. Heywood’s only remark was that he was not there to 
plead for mercy. 

He was then sentenced to Charlestown prison for two 
years at hard labor. 


Those not in prison for protesting, I fear, | 


Initiation of Organs. 
Professor Romanes in the Nineteenth Century 
has the following refutation of certain arguments of 


the pious against the development of organs by 
evolution : 


I suppose there are few structures in the animal kingdom 
so remarkable in respect of adaptation as the wing of a bird 
or a bat; and at first sight it might well appear that a wing 
could be of no conceivable use until it had already acquired 
enormous proportional dimensions, as well as an iminense 
amount of special elaboration with respect to general form, 
size of muscle, amount of blood supply, and so on. For, 
obviously, not until it had attained ali these things could it 
begin to raise the animal in the air. But now, observe how 
fallacious is this argument. Although itis perfectly true 
that a wing could be of no use as a wing until sufficiently 
developed to serve the purposes of flight, this is merely to 
say that until it has become & wing it is of no use as a wing. 
But it does not follow, ‘as a matter of necessity," that it 
was of no use for any other purpose. Tue first modifica- 
tions of the fore limb, which ended in its becoming an organ 
of flight, may very well hav been due to adopting it as an 
organ for increasing rapidity of locomotion of other kinds— 
whether on land, as in the case of its now degenerated form 
in the ostrich, or in water, as in the case of the greatly ex- 
panded pectoral fins of the so-called flying-fish. Moreover, ' 


| in the so-called flying squirrels, we find the limbs united to 


the body by means of lerge extensions of the skin, so that 
when jumping from one tree to another the animal is able 
to sustain itself through a long distance in the air by merely 
spreading out its limbs after the manner of a parachute. 
Here, of course, we hav not yet got a true wing, any more 
than we hav in the case of the flying fish, but we kav the 
foundations laid for the possible development of a future 
wing somewhat upon the pattern which has been so wonder- 
fully perfected in the wing of & bat. And through all the 
stages of progressiv expension which the skin of the squir- 
rel (or the fin of the flying fish) has undergone the expansion 
has been of use, even though as yet the organ has not so 
much as begun to acquire the distinctiv functions of a wing. 
Here, then, there is obviously nothing ‘‘ prophetic” in the 
matter, any more than there was in the case of the swim- 
bladder and the lung, or in that of the nerve.ending and the 
eye. 


—_—— M 
Hardly a Case in Point. 
From the Boston Transcript, 

There was a funny incident out in one of our intellectual 
suburbs, which did not go far to help the Christian Science 
doctrin. The occurrence was in this wise: A prominent 
expositress of the doctrin of Christian Science was invited 
by a number of ladies in one of the suburbs who had become 
interested in these doctrins and wanted an authoritativ 
exposition of them, to come out and talk on the subject. 
She came, and began her address in a small lecture room. 

“ Ladies,” she said, “I wish to impress upon your minds 
the fact that nothing exisis as it appears to us to exist. All 
matter is unreal; itis a delusion, a hallucination. Nothing 
is matter—all is mind. And this truth does not apply merely 
to what is called disease and its phenomena. The more 
ordinary things about us are as much hallucinations as ao. 
called disease. I will giv an illus:ration. 

** Yesterday I was engaged in housework, and I had ocea- 
sion to cut up and prepare a number of quinces. Now, you 
all know how terribly quinces are supposed to stain and 
blacken the hands. For days and days, under the old 
thought, I hav worn upon my fingers the dark stains made by 
paring quinces. Well, as I worked over these quinces yes- 
terday, paring, quartering, handling them, I thought, ‘ How 
foolish, now, to suppose that these unreal, unsubstantial, non- 
existing things should stain my hands!’ and I resolved that 
they should not stain my hands, and that I would not look at 
my fingers until my work was over and then would find 
them perfectly clean. Well. ladies, not alone did I pare and 
quarter these quinces, but after I had completed them I had 
occasion to cut and prepare a number of tomatoes, and you 
know how dreadful they are supposed to ba. I pared my 
tomatoes, cut them and sliced them, handling them freely all 
the time; when I was all done with both I rinsed my handa 
and looked at them, and they were perfectly clean and white, 
and not & stain upon them." 

When the ‘‘ Scientist " had reached the stage of the toma. 
toes the women of the audience began to look wonderingly 
and significantly at one another, and when she announced 
the miracle handkerchiefs were stuffed into mouths all over 
the little hall, and chests were heaving with suppressed 
laughter. Being in considerable part housewives, the ladies 
knew that in the nature of mere materíal things the juice of 
tomatoes will wash away and utterly remove the stain of any 
other fruit whatsoever, and after cutting up tomatoes, not a 
vestige of the quince stain could hav been left upon the 
woman’s hands, Christian Science or no Christian Science. 

—————— 95 —99—— —————— 


Lectures and Meetings. 

Tux Spiritualists of southwestern Michigan will hold a 
ten days’ camp-meeting on. the public park, South Haven, 
Mich., August 8th to 18th. Among the speakers engaged 
are Hon. L. V. Moulton, of Grand Rapids; Moses and Mat- 
tie Hull, of Chicago, and Mrs. E. C. Wordruff, of South 
Haven. There will be music by Professor Davis, the Har- 
.ris twin sisters, and others. All are invited. Each must 
provide his own tent; board can be had near by. Season 
tickets, fifty cents ; or ten cents each day. 

W. F. JaMiEsoN gavea lecture Sunday evening, July 13th, 
in Bowen’s Grove, near New Hartford, Ia., aud three lect- 
ures in Colesburg, Ia., July 18th, i9:h, and 20 h. He is 
arranging for several lectures and debates in Minnesota, 
at Kasson, Byron, Plainview, and Princeton. Liberals 
living near those points can address him at Des Moines, 
Ia. Mr. Jamieson and Elder L. T. Nichols, of Clare- 
mont, Minn., will conduct a joint oral debate of eight 
nights in Kasson, Minn. The points of debate are: 
1. The Bible is wholly of human origin, and abounds 
in contradictory, immoral, absurd, and inconsistent teach- 
ings. This will be affirmed by Jamieson the first four nights. 
2. The teachings of the New Testament are all moral and 
elevating. Nichols affirms the next four nights. The elder 
writes as if he is eager to show how little ground the Free- 
thinker has to deny the Bible. Mr. Jamieson has accord- 
ingly sent him a polite invitation to meet him in debate 
whenever the people may call forit. A very large attendance 
is expected at the Kasson debate. 
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Gammunications. 


He Dodged the Question. 


A few evenings since John H. Watterson, a Cath- 
clic bishop with headquarters at Columbus, O., deliv- 
ered a lecture at the Grand Opera House in this 
city, the subject of which was “Miracles.” A fair 
crowd listened to his harang, consisting in the main 
of those who make the sign of the cross and count 
beads. A few Protestants were also there, and the 
Freethinking classes were not conspicuous by their 
absence. The latter were on hand in quest of infor- 
mation. They had paid their money perchance to 
gain a crumb of positiv knowledge concerning 
another world, but they received it not. The same 
old hoots that hav been hooted since the time of the 
first popish owl were hooted over again. The Prot- 
estants were given the cold shoulder—in other 
words, were told they hsd separated from the true 
. church, and were to day following “false prophets 
and false Christs.” Poor Protestant! He dare not 
deny, and during Watterson’s talk at least he was 
compelled to swallow bitcer Catholic pills. And 
thus it has been for years and years. The Catholic 
has accused the Protestant of blasphemy, and the 
Protestant has never tired in hurling ths same accu- 
sation in the face of the Catholic. It has been and 

' ja now the story of “I hav come not to bring peace 
but the sword.” In this respect the passage, “ Eat, 
drink, and be merry, for to morrow we die," is lost 
sight of. 

‘Watterson received no verbal introduction preced- 
ing his lecture. That came through the columns of 
a daily paper. It gave out that he was to answer 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll’s Part II. on “ Miracles,” 
‘which appeared in the March number cf the North 
American Review. This preface announcement was 
a complete lie from beginning to end. It styled 
Ingersol as an Infidel which is false. An Infidel 
is one who professes something that he does not 
believe. Colonel Ingersoll is not such a creature. 
Persons of that stamp generally thrive best when 
connected with some church. You ean find them 
occupying pulpits, swinging censera, and collecting 

. money for the heathen. The pulpit, the censer, and 
the heathen are the worse off for it. 

It was also stated that Ingersoll believed in the 
non-existence of a God, which is a lie cut and dried. 
Being an Agnostie, and not an Infidel, he neither 
sffirms or denies a God, but does deny a hell of fire 

— filled with brains and innocence, and a cruel Jehovah, 
and a heaven containing thieves, murderers, and 
impostors, crowned and winged. He denies all the 

. monsters of the skies, and claims for man the right 
to make an honest God. To use his language, “ An 
honest God is the noblest work of man.” 

Watterson commenced his lecture with the “ build 
ing of the tower of Babel.” He continued along 
the moss-grown Catholic path, reciting the so called 
miracles of old, and the supernatural work accom- 

` plished since then through the instrumentality and 
for the use of the Oatholic church, solely and alone. 
Said he: “And the Lord came down and confounded 
their language. The people were scattered thereby 
over the face of the earth. Different languages thus 
originated, followed by different beliefs. Infidels 
and such like were divided by the rule of very vulgar 
fractions.” - * 

Learned and immense argument for a bishop! 
believes the Lord came down. Where from? From 
“heaven” or from “purgatory?” Is it possible for 
an omnipresent being to descend from a point above 
to a specified place below? In answeriog these ques- 
tions Watterson should bear in mind that at the 
outset he admitted that the Lord did come down to 
see “the city and the tower.” This further admits 
that the Lord's eyesight was defectiv—that he 
could not see from where he lived or from where he 

. was. And still further, it destroys God's most 
potent attributes, those on which the church so 
much depends. It makes it impossible for the Cath- 
olio God to be everywhere—“ in every atom, and in 
every star.” His “ power to perform the miraculous” 
disappears. It is consigned to the tomb—buried 
beneath a million facts, the last of which is Watter- 
son’s opening remark. Poor fellow! With his own 
weapon he rendered powerless the main support of 
church and priest. He comes in under the old 
couplet : 
And Satan still some mischief finds 
For idle hands to do. 

As to the “confounding of their language,” I do 
not see how it could be, only by the destruction of 
memory. Did Watterson’s God do this? Will he 
explain how? 

According to Watterson’s remarks, teken from the 
holy evidence, this confounding of language made 
the builders of the tower scatter over the face of 
the earth; thus. resulted different Janguages and 
different beliefs, and Infidels and such like were 
divided by the rule of very vulgar fractions. Is it 
possible that people when they lose anything of 
value immediately separate and scatter here, there, 
and everywhere? Is thia an established rule of 


He 


action ? 
money on the streets of a city, would they at once 
go to other cities to look for it? Says Ingersoll: 
** Why would the confounding of language make them 
separate? Why would they not stay together until 
they could understand each other? People will not 
separate from weakness. When in trouble they 
come together and desire the assistance of each 
other. Why, in this instance, did they separate! 
What particular ones would naturally come together 
if nobody understood the language of any other per- 
son? Would it not hav been just as hard to agree 
when and where to go, without any language to 
express the agreement, as to go on with the building 
of the tower ?” 

A person who reasons and investigates for himself 
knows that man gets his ideas from nature, Bishop 
Watterson and the Bible to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

These ideas sre expressed by certain sounds sug- 
gested by his experiences, arising from having loved, 
enjoyed, hated, suffered, and hoped. 

“Do we not know that words are continually 
dying, and continually being born; that every lan- 
guage has its cradle and its cemetery—its buds, its 
blossoms, its fruits and its withered leaves ?” 

As to the birth of beliefs, I hold a different opinion 
to that laid down by Watterson. 

Of Catholicism, Methodism, Presbyterianism, and 
such like—of their true origin, their cruelties, and 
their erimes—I will not hav time to speak. It guffio- 
eth to say that each and every one when in the 
minoriby has been liberal indeed, but in the ascend- 
ency arrogant and unmerciful. As to Freethinkers 
in general, Watterson thinks they came from the 
“ very vulgar." I will ask him if he thinks George 
Washington came from such asource? That Jeffer. 
son so descended? That Abraham Lincoln lived 
and died arelativ of the vulgar? Another thing, 
does he consider Noah, Lot, Abraham, and David 
samples of the opposit? Does the Bible contain 
nothing vulgar? Is the song of Solomon overfiow- 
ing with the virtuous? Is not the story of Jesus 
Christ’s birth blasphemously obscene ? 

Dropping the tower of Babel, the confounding of 
the language, the scatterment of the people, eto., he 
said: “Perhaps a great many of you hav read Mr. 
Robert G. Ingersol.’s latest production concerning 
miracles. It appeared in the March number of the 
North American Review. Now, to-night I am going 
to do what he has not done. I am gving to tell you 
what a miracle is. There is nothing like a clear def- 
inition, and evidently Mr. Ingersoll does not com. 
prehend such a definition. A miracle is a sensible 
event outside the order of created nature.” Thus he 
seb out, declaring the positiv existence of the super 
natural, and then jumping about like a bullfrog from 
bank to bank, not knowing where he jumped. He 
accused Mr. Ingersoll, all Freethinkers and Protest- 
ants, with “begging the question.” The truth is, 
Bishop Watterson ‘‘ dodged the question,” and were 
I to play hide and-seek with him for one vight for 
money he would break me before the dawn of day. 
He failed to answer Colonel Ingersoll's Review arti- 
cle. In fact he never referred to a line of it, and 
spent the time in quoting David Hume and several 
others to prove that Voltaire and Ingersoll were 
wrong. What Hume wrote cannot be held as con- 
taining the thoughts presented in Ingersoll's Review 
article. To hav answered that Watterson should 
hav confined himself to the claims and questions 
which it contains. The proper way and the fair way 
for him to do would be to answer it like a man 
through the columns of the Aeview over his signa- 
ture. This I defy him todo. I defy him to make 
his argument thus, and rest the case with the peo- 
ple of the world. I even defy him to meet the ques- 
tions in this very humble epistle. Will he do it? 

As he failed to quote Ingersoll in his Ports. 
mouth lecture I will now do it for him. The prop- 
osition laid down by his definition of & miracle is in 
substance this: “Nature exists. The creature of an 
infinit intelligence, man, looks about him and realizes 
that all he sees did not come by chance. Throvgh 
the senses God reveals himself to finite mortals.” 
Does he mean to say that the God that came down 
to see the city and the tower, the God he robbed of 
potent attributes, made mankind and created 
nature? Does he mean to leave this inference, or 
has he a supply of Gods on hand? Colonel Inger- 
soll once said: “Tt is illogical to say, because of the 
existence of this earth and of what you can see in 
and about it, that there must be an infinit intelli- 
gence. You do not know that even the creation of 
this world and of all planets discovered required an 
infinit power or irfinit wisdom. I admit that it is 
impossible for me to look at a watch and draw the 
inference that there was no design in its construction, 
or that it only happened. I could not regard it as 
some freak of nature, neither could I imagin that its 
various parts were brought together and set in mo- 
tion by chance. I am not a believer in chance. But 
there i8 a vast difference between what man has made 
and the materials of which he has constructed the 
things he has made. You find a watch and you say 
it exhibits or shows design. You insist that it is so 
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wonderful that it must hav had a designer—in other 
words, that it is too wonderful not to hav been con- 
structed. You then find the watchmaker, and you 
say with regard to him that he, too, must hav had a 
designer, for he is more wonderful than the watch. 
In imagination you go from the watchmaker to the 
being you call God, and you say he designed the 
watchmaker, but he himself was not designed be- 
cause he is too wonderful to hav been designed. And 
yet in the case of the watch and of the watchmaker, 
it was the wonder that suggested design, while in 
the case of the maker of the watchmaker, the wonder 
denied a designer. Do you not see that the argu- 
ment devours itself? If wonder suggests a designer, 
ean it go on increasing until it denies that which it 
suggested? You must remember, too, that the ar- 
gument of design is applicable to all. You are not 
at liberty to stop at sunrise and sunset and growing 
corn and all that adds to the happiness of man; you 
must go further. You must admit that an infinitly 
wise and merciful God designed the fangs of ser- 
pents, the machinery by which the poison is distilled, 
the ducts by which it is carried to the fangs, and 
that the same intelligence impressed this serpent with 
a desire to deposit this deadly virus in the flesh of 
man. You must believe that an infinitly wise God 
80 constructed this world that in the process of cool- 
ing earthquakes would be caused—sarthquakes that 
devour and overwhelm cities and states. Do you see 
any design in the volesno that sends its rivers of 
lava over the fields and homes of men? Do you 
really think that a perfectly good being designed the 
invisible parasites that infest the air, that inhabit the 
water, and that finally attack and destroy the health 
and life of man? Do you see the same design in 
cancers that you do in wheat and corn? Did God 
invent tumors for the brain? Was it his ingenuity 
that so designed the human race that millions of peo- 
ple should be born deaf and dumb, that millions 
should be idiotic? Did he knowingly plant in the 
blood or brain the seeds of insanity? Did he culti- 
vate those seeds? Do you see any design in this?” 

Let Mr. Watterson giv his attention to these ques- 
tions. Let him answer if he can.. He accuses Colo- 
nel Ingersoll of “ begging the question.” The fact 
is he has been for years begging for answers to what 
he has aeked. As yet no sound response has come. 
Such as Watterson hay been dodging all the while. 
They dare not speak out, honor bright. Why? 
Because they are intellectual slaves. They are held 
in bondage by creeds, the lines of which are black as 
night. Two hundred years ago they would hav an- 
swered by brute foree—with lash and sword and 
flame. The advancement they hav made and are 
making to. day is not due to the miraculous but to 
Liberal thought and work, naturally produced and 
naturally given. They ought to be thankful. But 
they are not. They are full of hate, and wish sgain 
for the barbarity of the past. 

Watterson lays great stress on the “miracles” 
that the Catholic saints hav wrought since fhe days 
of Jesus. It is impossible, according to his version, 
to palm cff a sleight-of-hand trick on the pope. He 
admits that a miracle to be at all must be superior 
to nature; in other words, if produced within 
nature it would not be a miracle, but a natural fact. 
It must be supernatural and produced by supernat- 
ural power. And yet he has the audacity to appeal 
to the natural to prove the supernatural; to estab- 
lish for you and me a miracle by natural’ persons 
through natural means. He should not cut loose 
from the supernatural wagon, but remain in the 
harness and prove the miraculous by the miraculous. 

On the night in question he referred to a so-called 
miracle said to hav occurred in France. The sub- 
stance of the story was this: A child not two years 
old was apparently dead. The mother, frantic 
with grief, grabbed the little one in her arms and 
rushed out into the open air. It was in the month 
of February and the water cf a stream near at hand 
was icy cold. Miraculous cures had been effected 
here by making the sign of the cross and appealing 
to the Virgin (?) Mary. To this stream the mother 
made her way. She passed through the streets of 
the city like a raving maniac, and arriving at the 
water’s edge, notwithstanding the entreaties of 
bystanders to desist, plunged her darling into the 
cold, crystal stream up to its neck, at the same time 
going through the manual of popish incantations. 
From thence she returned to her home and put the 
baby to bed. It slept for twelve hours, awoke, and 
at once wanted nourishment. This was given and 
signs of returning strength were manifest. Pres- 
ently, although before it was paralyzed, it made an 
effort to get out of its cradle, and the next day, when 
the mother was in another room, it did leap forth 
and walk. ‘This particular miracle was investigated 
by the Catholic church and passed the gauntlet. It 
was marked genuin, and thus labeled is palmed off 
on the ignorant and credulous thousands who grovel 
in the dust and pay for purgatorial prayers. My 
heart goes out to them, one and all. May the day 
soon come when they shall be banished from Eden, 
“that their eyes may be opened, and they become as 
gods knowing good from evil.” 

In looking over the above miracle report it will be 
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noticed that the babe was only plunged into the | 


water up to its neck. Does not that show that the 
mother was under the influence of the natural ? 
Was she not obeying the natural instinct within? 
Otherwise what would hav been the result? Will 
Bishop Watterson claim that the child could hav 
lived under water? Is he a believer in the estab- 
lished rule “that fire burns and water drowns ?” 

Last November myself and family took our depart- 
ure for the South. It was on the 16th of the month. 
The train that carried us from home was very late, 
and we got to Cincinnati close on to midnight. The 
mercury had fallen to a low point. It was bitter 
cold. The first touch of winter had invaded the 
north. Our first-born was just over a terrible attack 
of typhoid fever one month, and the exposure of 
that night produced a return of fever. He was 
burning hot. We called in a physician, Dr. Arm. 
strong by name. What did he do? Said he, “ Put 
the little fellow in a bath, hydrant cold. Keep him 
in ten minutes." We did it. We made no signs nor 
offered up any prayers. We followed the advice of 
the man of medicin. Lifting our child from the 
cold water, we wrapped him in a blanket, and soon 
he was in sweet repose. He slept soundly and 
every minute of his “forty winks” gave him strength 
and vitality in proportion. When he awoke he 
showed a good appetite, and nourishment adminis- 
tered increased his strength. He was not a year old 
then. Had he been two years of age I hav no doubt 
he would hav “leaped from his cradle and walked.” 
And another thing—during the time of his long siege 
with the terrible typhoid his mother aad I flatly 
refused to hav him baptized. The Christians about 
us made daily ealls, pleading that the little one be 
sprinkled. He would be lost, they said, if he was 
not, and if anything would cure him, baptism would. 
No doubt fhese people were sincere, but we were also 
sincere in our way. We had investigated and they 
had not. We did not depend on signs and wonders 
—they did. So we said, “It is good medicin and 
good nursing that will count. We trust more to 
that than to prayer and water.” We followed our 
creed and our boy is living to-day. Now, I hay 
related a case Similar in all respects fo Watterson’s 
illustration, with the exception of the side issue of 
paralyzation. Does he believe that God specially 
enacted this cure? ‘Will he giv Dr. Armstrong no 
credit at all? Would he believe it a miracle if I 
would claim it such? In fact, does he think the 
miraculous occurs among Protestants and Free- 
thinkers? Does he believe in the miracle of the 
Hindoos? Will he:giv credence to Mohammed’s 
ascension ? 

Bishop Watterson is a finite being, yet he talks as 
though he had an infinit comprehension. He spreads 
himself upon the rock of St. Peter, and proclaims 
that God amounts to naught if all things are not 
possible with him. And then he claims that all 
things are. Being finite, will he inform me how he 
comprehends the infinit? Does he honestly think 
that nothing is impossible with his God? Does he 
really know this? If so, will he explain how God 
would go about to make two trains pass on one and 
the same track without injury and without loss of 
life? Does he think he could make the thread that 
courses the spool hav only one end? That the head 
of a tiny insect could be severed from its body and 
the parts sewed together with a log chain? I am 
not willing to believe all these things. It remains 
for Finite Watterson to make plain the assertions he 
makes and answer the questions that daily arise 
antagonistic to the miraculous. Let us hear his 
say. Witt S. ANDRES. 

Portsmouth, O., March 29, 1890. 
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Religion—What Is It? 


Religion is the fanaticism of error. 

There is no “real religion.” What is called such 
is Science, honesty, morality, love, justice, truth, ete. 

“Right-doing” is not religion. Right-doing is 
duty, justice, and wisdom. Religion is faith in error 
and a worship of myths. 

The office of religion, especially the ‘Christian re- 
ligion, is to despise, persecute, and put to death all 
dissenters. One of its commands is, “Those my 
enemies, which would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me” 
(Jesus). 

Why not call the cardinal virtues by their right 
names, and not label them with the accursed word 
“religion,” and thus disgrace them? Why not call 
honesty honesty, and not religion? Why call justice 
religion ; why not call it justice? Is not the word 
justice good enough to define it with and distinguish 
it by? Why should love, forgivness, and charity be 
claimed as religious virtues, when tens of thousands 
of people practice them daily who utterly repudiate 
all religions! Benevolence, too, is said to be one of 
the Christian virtues, as if no one was benevolent 
outside of Christianity! Why not let these virtues 
stand upon their own merits instead of submerging 
them beneath the Christian blood of religion! Why 
eclipse these excellent qualities under the fogs and 
myths of heathen Christianity by calling them re- 


ligion—“ real religion?” Throw away the cruel word 
“religion,” and change “real” to realism, and call 
these virtues realism, if you please, but never, no, 
never disgrace these cardinal virtues with the ulcer- 
ous word “religion !” 

All religions hav to steal the cardinal virtues in 
order to be respectable, and of any value. Do not 
then pay these religions the poor compliment of ap- 
parently accepting from them what has always been 
ours, the property of the dissenters, and which they 
hav.so feloniously wrested from us, and so mixed 
with their mummeries as to make even truth itself 
ashamed to be found in their counterfeit company, 
baptized with the fictitious cognomen “real religion !” 
I hav said enough. - Eta E. Gison. 

Barre, Mass., July 6, 1890. 

— ee 
Transubstantiation. 


A lady in a certain small village donated to her 
church the bread and wine for sacramental purposes. 
An old, gray-haired negro man was chosen to per- 
form the duty of conveying the sacrament to the vil- 
lage church. The old negro, being called to perform 
his solemn duty, raised his hat, and with awe ap- 
proached the tray bearing the sacrament. With a 
solemn and faltering voice he said, *Missus, I is 
been gwine to ax you dis long time what dis am.” 

Mistress: ** What is the sacrament ?” 

Negro: “ Who am de sacramen’?” 

Mistress: “The sacrament is taken in representa- 
tion of the body and blood of the blessed lamb; 
only those that are quickened and born to a life of 
immortality partake thereof.” 

Negro: “I doan’ 'zactly see.” 

Mistress: “Not being born again, it is impossible 
for you to understand the glorious feeling that 
inspires the true Christian soul after partaking of 
the blood and body of the blessed lamb." ; 

* Deas am 'euliar doin's," remarked the old negro 
man, a8, he deposited his tray on the small table in 
the village church, and retired to the eorner to 
remain until the solemn occasion ended. Returning 
home the old negro man said to his wife: “See here, 
Hanna, I is gwine to tell yo dis an’ yo must not 
blab to de odder niggas. To-day me axed de missus 
what dis was on dat tray, and she say it was de body 
an’ de blood of a lam. and dat a purson hab to be 
born agin fo da could eat dat body and drink de 
blood of dat lam. But yo noes dis nigga waen born 
again, and me tells you dis, dat de blood of dat lam 
am good. After dis nigga got a whiff of dat blood 
he nearly emptied dat piteha and put wata in de 
pitcha agin. And doan yo know dis nigga was a 
settin’ in dat back corner a tremlen’ for fea de misus 
would find it out. But dem people what was born 
agin coulden’ tell the difference ’tween good and bad 
blood. Dem long-headed parsons might palm dat 
bread for body off on dem women, but me tells yo 
dis—he coulden’ make dis nigga bleeve dat bread am 
mutton.” S. O. Saxer. 


— eoo 
Truth Stranger Than Fiction. 
From the Leavenworth, Kan., Sun. 

For many months the papers hav been filled with 
news and discussions concerning the great doctrinal 
upheaval in the Presbyterian church. The question 
of overhauling a creed and eliminating important dog- 
mas, that for hundreds of years hav been believed to 
be true, must certainly be one of great moment to its 
adherents. The membership of that church has 
argued and disputed over the proposed change with 
more or less warmth. The churches and presbyter- 
ies hav prayed, reasoned, wrangled, and voted, and 
the result is that the liberal or progressiv ele- 
ment has carried the day. Tho national council is 
now arranging the plans and specifications for making 
the change. 

It is a serious thing for a person to giv up a cher- 
ished belief. It involves a snapping of heart-strings 
like standing beside the couch of a dying mother. 
But such is the order of nature. Dogmas livand die. 
Beliefs are transitory. What was truein the light of 
yesterday is found to be false in the light of to-day. 
When the conservativ old Presbyterian church cuts 
loose from its moss-grown moorings it is time for us 
all to be moving on. 

It may be said that this marke an era in theological 
evolution in this country, for its influence will extend 
through all the various denominations, begetting a 
like spirit of dissatisfaction with the old shackles of 
buman thought, inciting inquiry, doubt, discussion, 
and demands for greater liberty, and resulting ina 
general shaking-up and the setting of new land- 
marks. 

The question now comes, to whom or io what 
cause are we indebted for this great theological revo- 
lution? Who among all the lowly sons of men was 


honored by omnipotence and chosen by him to giv 


utterance to the words that set in motion this gigan- 
tic wave of human thought? Was it the high and 
gifted Talmage? 
stone? No, it was neither one. To answer this 
question will surprise and startle you. You will not, 
you cannot believe it. 


For it was none other than a poor “ heathen” away 


crisis had come. 


Or the great and honored Glad- 


over in China that a Presbyterian missionary was 


Seeking to convert.‘ A poor “pagan” follower of 
Confucius “the Wise," who, in his wonderful code 
of morals, written five hundred years before Christ, 
renders the Golden Rule in eight different forms. 


The circumstances of the case are simply these: 


About three years ago a missionary connected with 
the Canton mission went to a neighboring town to 
establish a branch. He soon made the acquaintance 
of Lee Chi Sing, an intelligent nativ, who gladly 
accepted the opportunity to investigate the Christian 
religion. 
that the missionary had strong hopes of his conver- 
sion. But finally he asked the missionary one day 
concerning the fate of infants and that of his ances- 
tors who had died without Christ. 
| attempts, as usual, to evade the question, the mission- 
ary was finally cornered, and compelled to admit 
that hia religion taught that they were in hell. 
indignation of the Chinaman burst forth in expres- 
sions of horror. 
not want his religion—it could not be true. 
too unreasonable, too unjust, too cruel, too vindictiv, 
too devilish for him to believe. 
its heaven unless his ancestors, his relative, his wife 
and babies, could be there, too. 
hell he desired to go with them to comfort them and 
share their fate. 
those he loved. Heaven would be a hell to him, 
knowing they were in torment. 


He was go sincere and frank in his manner 


After repeated 


The 


He told the missionary that he did 
It was 


He would not liv in 
If they were sent to 


Nothing should separate him from 


This being the culmination to a long series of sim- 


ilar failures and disappointments, it made a deep 
impression upon the’ missionary’s mind. To liv at 
ease and hold down a profitable job did not satisfy 
him. He was too conscientious. 
throw up and return to America. 
tendered his resignation to the Board of Missions. 
He told them plainly of his failure and discourage- 
ment; explained to them the nature of the obstacles 
in the way of success, and pointed his argument by . 
giving a vivid narration of his conversation with Lee 
Ohi 


He resolved to 
He did so, and 


Sing. : 

The board realized at once that the long-dreaded 
Something must be done. Hither 
the creed- must be changed or missionary labor in 


China abandoned. This conclusion was communi- 
cated to others and the leaven spread. The seed of 
rational truth so unconsciously sown by the humble 


* pagan" in Christian soil took root and grew, and 


brought forth an abundant yield. The harvest of 
reason is being gathered in, and the promis for the 
future is bright. 


It is a law of nature and an axiom of natural phi- 


losophy that no two bodies in motion can come into 
contact without the direction of each being changed. 
This is true of persons, of religions, and of nations. 


China being very much the older and greater of the 
two, in coming in contact with her greater momen- 
tum, we shall receive as a matter of faci the 
greater deflection from our course. The chances are 
in the same disproportion against us, that, in the 
place of Christianizing China, we shall be paganized 
by her instead. 

But there is no reason for alarm. What is, is 
right. The Jaws of nature are good. Nothing takes 
place but in accordance with law. This is only a 
result under the infinit law of commercial exchange. 
We are shipping our surplus product of idealism to 
China and exchanging it for the overstock of real- 
ism that she has on hand. We hav too much theol- 
ogy and not enough reason, too much faith and not 
enough practice; while China has too much material- 
ism and not enough poetry, too much fact and not 
enough fancy, too much reason and not enough emo- 
tion. A fair exchange is no robbery, and will, we 
trust, be a benefit to both. China is old, great, and 
wise. Sheis, soto speak, our great-great-grandmother, 
and we really ought to bea pupil at her feet instead 
of presuming to be her teacher. 

— 
Confusion as to Divine Guidance. 
From the San Francisco Argonaut. 

In the early days of Maine Methodism it was the custom 
for young ministers to consult their presiding elders before 
taking a wife. Once, during a camp-meeting in eastern 
Maine, a young minister approached the presiding elder and 
said he wished to be married. 

** Whom do you propose to marry?” asked the elder. 

** Well," said the young man, ‘‘ the Lord has made known 
to me very clearly that I should marry Sister Mary Turner." 

* T know her well," said the elder; “ she is a fine girl. I 
will see you again before the meeting closes.” 

During the week four other young ministers consulted the 
presiding elder on the subject of marriage. Each of them 
gave the name of the young woman to whom he proposed to 
offer himself. They had all prayed over the matter a great 
deal, and each was certain that it was the Lord’s desire that 
he should marry the person named. Neither of the five 
young men knew that anyone else had consulted the elder 
on that subject. On the last day of the camp-meeting, at 
noon, the elder called the five young ministers to his tent to 
receive his opinion. He said: 

* Now, brethren, it may be the will of God for you to 
marry, but it is not his will that five Methodist ministers 
should marry little Mary Turner.” , 

et eet 


Tus side to-day, to-morrow t'other burns, 


And they’re all God almighty in their turns. 
—Dryden. 
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The Holy Land. 


A sensible American traveler named Henry Mac 
donald communicates to a home journal some de- 
scriptions of Jerusalem and its environs which, as 
giving the truth on subjects long obscured and fal- 
sified by Christian reporters, is worthy of notice. 
This city, with the surrounding country, has been so 
idealized by pious poets and enthusiasts who never 
saw it, and its physical characteristics hav bsen so 
used to typify spiritual ones, that any attempt at 
truthful description has always been a thankless 
task. But despite the praises Christians lavish, this 
writer avers that the unbiased observer can scarcely 
see in the rocky, bleak, unpieturesque hill, sur- 
rounded with monotonous, gloomy ravines, and 
hopelessly arid, desolate ridges of rock, that Mount 
Zion “beautiful in situation, the joy of the earth.” 
Jerusslem’s streets this correspondent describes as 
dirty, winding, ill-paved, steep lanes, reeking with 
indescribable filth, and impossible to traverse with 
any kind of a vshiele. Nota well or a drop of liv- 
ing water is, or evar was, within its infected walls, 
nor nearer in any direction than two and a half 
miles, and that a small, ill-smelling pool. Within the 
wells of this city, which only the most malignant 
sarcasm could dub “holy,” is more repulsiv wretch- 
edness, heari-broken degradation, hideous, leprosy- 
deformed, sore-oyed, sordid imposture, blind fansti- 
eism, and putrid filth than on any other spot of similar 
dimensions on this trouble-laden planet. Here is 

, the place to anatomizo all the baser qualities of man- 
kind. . Originally a robber stronghold, even in 
David's time it was little better than a hill fort, the 
wild hold of a successful sheik ; it could not hav been 
much better in Solomon’s time, aad after his death, 
on the disruption of the little kingdom, it lost its 
importance until Herod's time, when it achieved its 
grestest magnificence, which itself did not exceed in 
character or extent that of the present day. 
Since the days of Jesus it has been pinched by 
famins, desolated by wars, bloodied by massacres, 
and its buildings destroyed time and again, but not- 


withstanding all that the credulous pilgrim ia shown 
the-exact places where events occurred that were of 
trifling importance at the time, more than eighteen 
centuries ago. A man could throw a stone the en- 
tire distance of the Via Dolorosa, yet in this small 
space the pilgrim is shown Pilate’s house and judg- 
ment seat ; where Jesus leaned his shoulder against 
a house and left the impression in the solid rock; 
where he met his mother, the house of St. Veronica, 
upon whose handkerchief he left the imprint of his 
face; the house of Dives and the stone upon which 
Lazarus sat; where Simeon was compelled to take 
the cross, and the sepuleher. A child would ask 
how this narrow lene, with its sharp turns and nu- 
merous Windings, happens to correspond so exactly 
with the ancient one, or how arches, walls, houses, 
and stones could remain intact and be identified 
after the total destruction of the city by the Romans. 

It will occur to most as strange that 2 God so 
prolific as ours is accounted to be in visible testi- 
monies, should hav left in such littleness and squalor 
as our traveler reports the city that he once blessed 
with his presence in flesh. Oovld Jerusalem now be 
pointed out to us as the chief city of the world, and 
its inclosing province as a seat of arts and sciences, 
prosperity ard glory, the Christian contender could 
indeed claim a certain measure of attestation. But 
precisely antithetical is the state of the land as set 
forth in the preceding paragraph. 

The instance of fraudulensy in the relic business 
given above is but one among multitudes. The 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher is where credulity is 
stuffed to more than repletion. Within this church 
is shown some of the earth from which Adam was 
made, also his grave; a pillar marking the exact 
center of the earth as pointed out by Jesus; the 
silver cup used at the last supper; the spot where 
Abraham offered up the ram in place of Isaac, and 
the bush in which the ram was caught ; the stone on 
which John the Baptist was beheaded ; the tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus; Jesus’s prison 
and the spot where the Virgin stood; the place 
where the two thieves were erue'fied and the hole in 
which the true orcas stood. The pillar to which 
Jesus was bound is inclosed in a screen with a hole 
in it, through which the picus thrust a stick, the 
application of which will cure disease. A small 
merble slab, with an aperture two inches wide, is 
shown as the rock that was rent in twain. The 
gepulcher is inclosed in a little marble chapel about 
seven feet equere, on one side of which is the stone 
couch upon which Jesus is said to hav been laid. 
Here the following incident attended cur relater’s 
investigations : 

** On the end of the couch is a money plate, which I noticed 
was well supplied with coin and bills. I turned to look at 
the tawdry, tinsel ornament of the place, and the attendant 
priest, thinking I was going out without giving the custom- 
ary fee, tapped me on the shoulder and pointed suggestivly 
to the plate. This is the secret of all the shrines and holy 
places. If you attempt to pass any you are followed, the 
fame of the place is extoled, and you are importuned to look 
at it.” 

Through a hole in the wall of the sepulcher where 
Mr. Macdonald met this exemplification of priestly 
methods, is shown at Easter the miraculous holy 
fire that descends from heaven and lights the lamps 
within. 

The fostering of folly and superstition in this 
church is not the only result of this deliberate im- 
posture of the clergy; it arouses the worst passions 
of ignorant pilgrims. No year passes without some 
accident, some old woman crushed or weakly person 
trampled to death by the frantic, fanatic hordes. 
Rival sects stab each other in the confusion. Not 
many years ago more than four hundred persons 
were killed in the melee in this church, some of 
whom were piled up on the stone of unction itself. 
Turkish guards are stationed in the church to keep 
the rival sects from cutting each other's throats. 
It is the opinion of this communicator that nowhere 
does the Turk appear to better advantage than at 
Jerusalem. Nowhere does his stern monotheism 
appear to better advantage than when contrasted 
with the gainful, superstitious idolatry and the 
mutual animosity and rivalry of the different 
churches. He governs and farms out the sacred 
ground, and philosophically prefers taxing superati- 
tion to persecuting it. Hach church bids ageinst 
the other for privileges, and their bribes are pock- 
eted and repaid with unmeasured and deserved con- 
tempt. 


Our describer says that “no critical person can 
believe that the crucifixion took place on the spot 
indicated ;’ and from the grounds he give, this 
affirmation may indeed be safely made. The New 
Testament writers declare Jesus to hav been cruci- 


| fied “ without the gate,” nigh to the city, at a place 


called Golgotha, and apparently near some public 
thoroughfare ; they also say the sepulcher in which 
his body was laid was hewn out of arock in a garden 
at the place of crucifixion. But by this writer's ac- 
count this place is far within the city walls, and 
many requirements must always hav been absent 
from the locality now assigned. The early Christian 
writers do not make the slightest allusion to the 
scene of those events; no importance was attached 
tothem. The places were not heard of during three 
hundred years, when, Christianity becoming a state 
religion, Constantine’s mother, an ignorant, credu- 
lous old lady of eighty years, was persuaded by the 
clergy to look over the sites of actions of such im- 
portance. The success of the undertaking was 
assured from the start. After digging a great depth 
three crosses wera miraculously found. A noble 
lady lay sick unto death; two of the discovered 
crosses were shown her, but they only made her 
worse. Ab the sight of the third she sprang from 
her bed perfectly cured. Thus the site of the cruci- 
fixion was discovered! Such evidence is good only 
for such centuries as invented it. 

The entire country is filled with fictitious places 
of importance to Christianity which are a source of 
revenue to the custodians. Holy sites were asked 
for, sought for and invented. The faint outline of a 
legend becomes a full and glowing picture, and as 
time advances is gradually embellished with graphic 
details. Divine intonations, miraculous tests, and 
even the evidence cf the devil himself are all 
adduced in proof. Conjecture becomes certainty. 

From the top of Mt. Oiivet Mr. Macdonald 
obtained & view which enabled him to form an easy 
conception of the extent of the former empire of 
God’s psople. King Solomon’s empire was scarcely 
the siza cf New Jersey, not one fifth the size of 
Ohio, and as its physical character must hav always 
been the same as to-day, we,must account for the 
atories of its msgnifisence by that infirmity of the 
oriental, exaggeration. Land becomes better by 
lying idle, rocks disintegrate and form soil; if there 
was soil in ancient days it must hav miracu- 
lously dissppeared, as there are no traces of it, even 
where it might hav been washed to. A people from 
the deserts of Sinai might imagin any country where 
a tree grew or where it even rained as a “land flow- 
ing with milk and honey.” A small, steril, pastoral 
country is never wealthy; the people of Palestine 
had neither arts nor manufactures, and must hav 
been peculiarly poverty-stricken. From all the 
numerous excavations nothing older than the Roman 
period has been obtained. The stories of Solomon's 
magnificence, outrivaling that of Xorxes, his harem 
of one thousand wives and his temple, must be 
ascribed to the patriotic exaggeration of a late 
writer. 

The account of the diffsrent sacred places around 
Jerusalem can be, this writer says, as said D. M. 
Bennett and every plaindealing man that has been 
there, but a monotonous recital of fraud and impost- 
ure. At the Ohurch of the Ascension is shown where 
the foot of Jesus made an-impression on solid rock 
as he ascended to heaven; at the chapel of the 
Assumption of the Virgin is the rock bearing the 
marks of her girdle she let fall to convince St. 
Thomas; another shows the imprint of the foot of 
the rooster that crew at Peter’s denial; in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane, a place about fifty yards square, 
the priest shows the impression in the rock of the 
bodies of the disciples who fell asleep while Jesus 
prayed ; the garden belongs to the Roman church, 
but the Greek church, enraged at the monopoly, 
hav started an opposition one. They do not care to 
exhibit it much yet, as they wish to wait a few years 
until the trees look older. The writer's words upon 
some further ones of the marvels exhibited compel a 
smile from the reader : 

** A deep grotto at Bethlehem is shown as the birthplace 
of Jesus, and within a few feet of the stone manger, in which 
lies a dressed-up doll to represent Jesus, is a small hole 
where two thousand of the children massacred by Herod 
were thrown. Whether Jesus was born at Bethlehem or 
Nazareth is a matter of conjecture, but this grotto was cer- 


tainly never a stable, unless the animals were miraculously 
endowed with wings.” 
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Our readers are probably aware of Russia’s desire 
to extend her sway over this and adjacent lands in 
the Hast, and they know how useful an instrument 
religious proselytism has always proved in such 
schemes of enlargement of the domains of despots. 
Accordingly we meet both in cable news and this 
letter the statement that the great mass of pilgrims 
are Russians. Tae pilgrimage to the holy places is 
a political movement, a crusade. Russian money is 
freely spent in the erection of churches and con- 
vents. Russian vessels are subsidized to carry pil- 
grims cheaply, and Greek church convents feed them 
five days free of charge. 

Of the character of these blind tools of the ozar 
and the Greek church, the pilgrims, we obtain no 
flattering account. Both men and women wear 
great boots; their bodies clothed with padded, 
quilted garments, giv them a stunted appearance. 
Their rolling, waddling, ungainly gait, like that of so 
many bears; their Tartar eyes snd noses, and hard, 
leathery faces from which no ray of intelligence 
ever beams—all make up an appearance that is 
searcely human. Nothing can be more pitiful or 
present a more abject appearance than these devo- 
tees as they crawl from one site of superstition to 
another. No fakirs or dancing dervishes yield them- 
Selvs up to more uvreasoning fanaticism than this 
horde of semi-human savages, who are noted for 
‘their devoutness and orthodoxy. 

It has been customary for Freethinkers to remark 
upon the characteristic inconsistency Christians, dis- 
play in ill using a certain race because that race 
were foreordained from eternity to be the choiceless 

' —annd, as we see in the event, the beneficent— 
instruments in an action for the saving of the world. 
We daily hear of some persecution of the Jewish 
people in European ecunítries ; and that their fare in 
the vicinity of their ancient abode is the same this 
eorrespondent informs us: 

“ There is one point of unanimity among all the sects and 
races—hatred of the Jews, the race which has furnished the 
prophets and apostles; an unreasoning hatred when we 
reflect, as Disraeli expressed it, that one-half of Christendom 
worship a Jew and the other half a Jewess. Even to-day a 
Jew is not allowed to pass in front of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher.” 

Such, then, is the condition of that spot of earth 
which if any should certainly hav been elected to 
favor and prosperity by the Lord. Wretched it 
was, wretched it has continued, and as wretched it 
remains as has the doctrin to which it gave birth 
made mankind wherever it has penetrated. Such, be 
it noted, is the territory whose smiling loveliness 
and holy beauty supplies our pious literature with 
an inexhaustible theme. Such are the holes and 
hummocks and barbarian dens whose minutest par- 
ticulars American children spend priceless hours of 
youth in memorizing, to the exclusion of that real 
instruction for lack of which nations falter and 
humanity groans. Such, too, are the purposes of 
delusion and defraudation for which the shrines are 
administered and the relics exhibited; such are the 
political and despotical ends which they are main- 
tained to subserve, and such are the foul lies by 
which the whole detestable system is perpetuated. 

— — a a  __—_———— 
A Palpit Ass. 

In his sermon of the 20h ult. the Rev. Frank 
Brobst, of the Westminster Presbyterian church, 
Chicago, Ill, uttered these sentiments on the Lake 
Pepin disaster : 

“ Last Sabbath was a day full of horror. A disaster of a 
terrible nature swept down upon scores of individuals who, 
instead of following the law of God for the observance of 
the Sabbath, were engaged in doing their own pleasure—ex- 
ercising their own personal whims and caprices. With no 
regard for God’s wish or law, they embarked on a boat for 
a pleasure excursion across the lake. The tornado came 
howling and shrieking slong, seized upon their craft, and 
overwhelmed it in the deep water. The surroundings, so 
entirely godless, were seemingly so secure, so safe. Then 
the storm came, and showed their utter helplessness before 
this frightful judgment. Sabbath desecration always 
brings disaster. It is God's law.” 

It is no easy matter to choose from the execrable 
characteristics of this utterance, the one that de- 
serves first mention and preéminence in our holding 
forth of the whole to the scorn of the world. Nor 
would two of these pages suffice for the deserved 
reprobation of all the imbecility, falsity, heartless- 
ness, bigotry, selfishness, and meanness that is 
stuffed into these dozen lines. 

The implication that there is a law of God for the 
observance of Sunday, the first day of the week, as 


the Sabbath that God is said to hav commanded 
the Jews to celebrate on the seventh day, is a false- 
hood. The denunciation of the exeursionists for 
“doing their own pleasure" is a cry of clerical in- 
dignation at the passing of the old regime under 
which the preacher compelled the people to do his 
pleasure instead of their own. The use of the ex- 
pression, “exercising their own personal whims ard 
enprices,' to indicate the seeking of a mite of relief 
and ehange, of natural pleasure and healthful exer- 
cise, in the rare interval of wearying and cramping 
toil, writes the speaker down a soulless villain of 
whom there can be less hope than of many a felon 
that fills a cell. The condemnation of the poor vic- 


| tims of the lake for having “no regard for God's 


wish or law,” we shall correctly receive as abuse of 
those who hav no regard for the clergy’s wish or 
law—those who do not better fill the Rev. Frank 
Brobst’s pews and pockets. As the clergyman 
dwells upon the fact that “the surroundings, so en- 
tirely godless, were seemingly so secure, so safe,” and 
then introduces the breaking of the storm, he seems 
to gloat over the dashing of the hopes and the de- 
struction of the lives of the unfortunates. In the 
statement, “Sabbath desecration always brings dis- 
aster; it is God’s law,” the speaker, who should know 


"as well as everyone else that. statistics reveal no 


more disasters on Sunday than on any other day, 
shows himself either a conscious liar or a fool. 
Why are such malicious witlings, such envious 
simpletons, such peevish asses, such covetous dolts, 
such vaporing knaves, such selfish blockheads, 
such querulous babblers, as this Rev. Frank Brobst, 
listened to for one moment by a gathering of pro 
fessedly sensible and decent Americans ? 
ne 


A Freethought Museum. 


The London Freethinker is the recipient of let- 
ters proposing the founding of a Freethought 
Museum. One writer says: 


“It would act as a great moral lesson, as it should in- 
clude models of the instruments of torture formerly used as 
‘arguments against heretics. The thumb.screw, the iron 
boot, the rack, the collar of torture, the scavenger’s daugh- 
ter, etc., etc., all should be represented. A literary depart- 
ment could also be made very interesting, as there are many 
who would doubtless contribute some rarities. I should be 
pleased to contribute a letter written by the grand old 
martyr, Richard Carlisle, to my father more than fifty years 
ago. I disentombed it lately from an old desk, where it had 
been quietly locked up for many years.” 


We commend the project, and entertain fhe expec- 


tation that some fature decade may discover among 


American Freethinkers enthusiasm and means ade- 
quate to the erection of a like institution here. 
Figural representation of such objects of considera- 
tion as admit of it, is not alittle more impressiv 
than verbal. Though unable to reach to the mode 
of presentation projected in the museum, we ourselvs 
hav at least made an advance upon merely Istter- 
press description, in the gallery of vivid illustrations 
of Ohristian figures and doings that we are com- 
posing by our weekly cartoons. Aud the little 
collection of engravings of pious instruments of 
torture that embellishes our last ANNUAL perhaps is, 
as calculated to bring to the mind the horrible 
reslity of the subject with something more of ful- 
ness than mere words would do, not altogether to be 
despised. 


The gooner such museums are established the 


more complete can the collections be made. There 
are now passing away in our midst many types of 
fearfully and wonderfully made Christianity that if 
not now secured and preserved will be irretrievably 
lost to our progeny. The Oalvinist, supposed by 
nearly all to be fossilized safe against time and 
change in that rock called faith, is undeniably begin 
ning to exhibit stir and transformation. It is foo 
much to hope that action will be taken in time to 
secure a fit Mormon contingent to this truly moral 
show; jars and alcohol will, we fear, be brought for- 
ward too late, and posterity will hav to content itself 
with merely a wax group of the Latter Day Saint, 
embosomed in accessory connubial figures, with a 
finger upon his pentateuchal passages of empower- 
ment. The Roman Catholic monkish orders consti- 
tute a more enduring genus, and many species of 
this breed, of curious crania! deformity and interest- 
ing grotesqueness of garb, may diversify the exhibi- 
tion galleries. Of the laymen of this last-mentioned 
church, suitable types may be preserved with no 
great addition of spirit to that already in them; 


and the singular constitution of those among the 
God-in-the-Constitutionists who are now attracting 
the most attention—their rare blockish or wooden, 
if we may so express it, fiber—their present condi- 
tion, if assertions be true, of half-petrifaction, would 
ask but trifling expenditure of aleohol. Not delay- 
ing to enumerate the many other obtainable speci- 
mens equally edifieatory to the naturalist of the 
future and diverting to the youth, we need only 
advert, as sufficiently evinciv of the prodigious suc- 
cess that must gratify such an enterprise, to the 
effect of the very Talmage, pickled in the Chamber 
of Horrors. 


et er 


Faith Cure. 
Cases in which children, or others in a dependent 


relation, hav been allowed by persons believing in 
Faith Cure to suffer illness without medical aid, are 


numerously reported. Two this week are as follows. 

In Omaha, Neb., a woman has died through reliance 
on a female professional Faith Curer. The healer 
has been held for trial. The local paper remarks, 
“Tf she can be weli punished, her fate may dis- 
courage other medical frauds who liv on public 
credulity.” We were unaware that we had in 
Omaha a fellow-journal of our own Antichristian 
principle ; yet no less can we infer from the charac- 
terization of Christ and those who heal under his 
strict directions as * medical frauds.” 

England furnishes the case of the death of Reuben 
Vaughan, aged four years and four months, at Grays. 
His parents belonged to the sect known as the 
Peculiar People. On the father being asked by the 
coroner what it was that doctors were sent for if not 
to be used, he replied that those who love the Lord 
prefer oil and faith. The coroner said he “ wished 
these people would come to their senses.” A good 
way to help get them back to their senses, we sug- 
gest, would be for him, the coroner, to drop the 
allegiance that—we are justified in presuming—he 
pays to the Ohristian church. His church rests upon 
divine deliverances of which one of the most explicit 
is the command to use oil and feith. If this is not to 
be heeded, none are to be heeded. If for people to 
obey this is to go out of their senses, then it appears 
not unlikely that for them to obey the othersis to go 
out of their senges. If the coroner feels as some- 
thing deplorable this result of following a scriptural 
precept, it would, we should think, naturally oceur 
to him to look about and see whether there are not 
to be found a good many more deplorable results 
of following other scriptursi precepts. 

SS EE 
Editorial Notes. 

Tzunovau the influence and hard work of a few Free- 
thinkers, the Freethought society of Buffalo, N. Y., which 
since 1881 has slept the sleep of the blessed though scarcely 
that of the just, has been aroused. Lectures and debates 
are held, and the Freidenker informs us that the attendance 
is generally above the average at public meetings. There 
are many dozing societies here in the United States. 
To all of them we say, Wake up! Never more than now 
was organization needed. 


* Our MzpivM" Jursa M. Kzrroao, of San Diego, Cal., 
asks for copies of one of Tue TRUTH SEEKER pictures, ‘in 
compliance with the desire of our good brother D. M. Ben- 
nett, who has visited us many times." Mrs. Kellogg in- 
dorses a pamphlet, * The Tiny Raps, by D. M. Bennett, 
on the Papal Tariff, through Our Medium, Julia M. Kellogg, 
with Patriotic Devotion and Love of Charity." Mrs.Kellogg 
must be a remarkably brazen fraud or a very guileless 
woman. The pamphlet is made up of extracts from the 
writings of D. M. Bennett, Colonel Ingeraoll, and others, 
changed to suit Mrs. Kellogg's spiritual views and claims of 
mediumship, and is a dishonest production. If her business 
transactions are not more honest than her mediumship we 
should prefer to make her a present of what she desires rather 
than to sell it to her. 


Tur Baptist churches of Middletown township, N. J., are 
having hard luck. There are four churches of this denomi- 
nation in the township. and three of them hav been struck 
by lightning this year, and the season is not very far ad- 
vanced either. First the Baptist church at Chancevilie was 
struck, then the steeple was torn off the Baptist church at 
Middletown, and a few days ago the Baptist church at 
Atlantic Highlands was struck. The only other Baptist 
church in the township is at Navesink, and it is said that 
every time there is a thunder-storm the people of that 
church are in a painful state of mingled expectation and 
dread until the storm is over. No hotels or saloons in Mid- 
dleton township hav been struck. This selection of ecclesi- 
astical structures for providential wrath will, however, hav 
little effect on the belief of the Christians about, that their 
faith is continually attested by signs and wonders, while In- 
fidels are perpetually being stricken dumb in the act of blas- 


pheming, or otherwise significantly chastised. 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


DANvILLE, ILL., July 21, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I hope there is no possibility of the pictures 
being dropped. They make Taz Truru SEEkzER the Truth 
Finder and the Truth Teller. S. W. LOUTZENHISER. 


BROMEIELD, Nzs., July 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: There are plenty of skeptics around here, 
but I hav not been able to induce any of them to subscribe. 
The most of them do not like to take the paper because their 
wives would not like it. Mrs. P. Guuiox. 


HussELL, Neg., July 16, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: I ought to take the first opportunity to help 
and support, for it is my greatest desire to see our cause 
thrive and prosper, and it is my wish to become a member 
of your ranks in file. But that is one of our impossibilities 
in the village of Hubbell, for although there is a small num- 
ber of Freethinkers they hav never been aroused. 
' Mrs. O. SroPANSEY. 


CARLISLE, IA., July 21, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I tried to get you some subscribers, but it 
is up-hill business here. I am the only one here that will 
speak out openly and fight the so-called Christians, and as I 
am in business I am boycotted on every hand. 

Continue the pictures, by all means, as they show up the 
old Jew Bible in all its hideousness, and giv the common 
people an opportunity to discover the fraud of priestcraft. 

M. GuisiNGER. 


AUBURN, Ia., July 18, 1890. 
Mz. Eprtor: Within find renewal and a new subscriber 
for one year, and you can count two more votes for the 
pictures. Many thanks for your kindness in sending the 
paper so long after my year expired. I will try and be 
more prompt in the future. Were I able I would gladly do 
something for Heston, but being a poor Infidel I must be 
content with wishing you all success in your endeavors to 

spread the light and truth to all mankind. E. M. CARR. 


Burton, July 16, 1890. 
Mz. EprTos: I like Tue TRUTH SEEKER much. It is a 
grand paper, fearless and true. Long may it continue to do 
its noble work. I am pleased that it givs fair play to Spirit- 
ualism, and does not mock or deride. Examin carefully, 
without fear or favor, and you will find a great and comfort- 
ing truth, and one that can stand near approach and close 
investigation. Great souls ‘“‘ over there” return to aid us 
in all honorable affairs of life—but do not clip our own 

responsibility. D. Hiasm, M.D. 


Bowrz, Tzx., July 18, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Believing there are many Freethought peo- 
ple desirous of learning something definit about Texas and 
its agricultural, horticultural, mineral, and various other in- 
dustries; price of lands; water; health, etc., I would be 
. pleased to answer inquiries. I hav been a resident fourteen 
years. Iam a mechanic. I hav a desire to induce Free- 
thought people wishing to come this way to settle in this 
part. We hav quite an element of Freethinkers here and 
hav & good society, and would welcome all Freethinking 
people. Please inclose two-cent stamp when writing for 
information. 


Go for 'em, Heston. 8. P. BENTON. 


Minton, N. D., July 18, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I would like to hav you say, through TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, that I hav got Secular meetings started in 
Milton. We meet every Sunday at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Mr. John Marshall, lawyer, givs his office free of charge. 
The clergy kicks, of course. Nevertheless, we hav from 
twelve to twenty-five in attendance. 

Mr. Marshall and myself read Ingersoll, Remsburg, Put- 
nam, H. H. Gardener, and other authors of the Secular stripe. 
Mr. Marshall is a clear and forcible speaker, and I think we 
shall be able to counteract in some degree the pernicious in- 
fluence of orthodoxy. 


Yours for truth, justice, and liberty, 8. E. Harext. 


TynesBoro, Mass., July 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I inclose payment for Tas TRUTH 
Szexzr. The best thing about the paper is, it does not 
break freedom’s back with a load of filth. Manure is good 
in its place, but it is not in good taste to hav it in the sugar- 
bowl. All the same, it is a shame to damn s man for bad 
diction. It is evident enough that Heywood, Harman, etc., 
are jumped upon for their words, because the Christian 
cranks can get no other legal hold to try to stop free speech. 
I would like to hav Heston make a picture of the Bible 
propped up by joss-sticks, or joss.sticks propped up by the 
Bible, for Chinamen to swear by in court, as mentioned in 
Tar Trura SEEKER some timeago. Ishall want the picture 

book. J. P. Gump. 


n Qympiz, AUSTRALIA, June 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eniror: Keep on with the pictures, as they are good 
eye-openers, and I like them myself. Many will look at the 
pictures that would not read the paper. I am glad to see 
you are going to hav them in book form, for I hav often 
thought they would make a good family Bible, and I saved 
mine all up for the first year for that purpose, but when 
anyone sees them that will accept them I giv them away 
and lend them out, so I hav but very few in hand. I 
think they will do good, as people like to read them, and if 
it was not so far away I believe some of them would sub- 
scribe to your most loved paper. Liberalism is spreading, 
as the people are beginning to think for themselvs. But 


there are still à great many that hold to Mother Grundy's | thing they call Spiritualism they are endeavoring to make 


superstitions and cannot come out of the fog to the light of 
common sense, and will not till they trust to man instead of 
their God. Please count me one for the picture book. 
When I see they are ready I will send the money; and may 
they long continue. Yours for faith, C. FORMAN. 


Lzronuzm, CAL., July 11, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: It is painful to find that some Liberals in 
name are so illiberal as to find fault with those who hav the 
courage to stand up to their convictions of right and to giv 
expression to the same, and defend the rights of others to do 
likewise. I hav just read an article in Freethought, by O. S. 
Barrett, in which he advises that the writings of Elmina D. 
Slenker should be suppressed. But I hav failed to see in all 
she writes anything that is of an unkind or immoral nature. 
She has ever been foremost with pen and purse for the 
assistance and alleviation of truth and distress, under all 
circumstances, a true sister of charity, as many can testify; 
and to her many as well as myself are indebted for packages 
of choice literature from week to week; and to show how 
liberal she really is, she sends all kinds of periodicals, both 
Spiritual as well as Materialistic. Now, for one who has 
thus grown out of the narrow grooves of selfishness of beliefs 
or disbeliefs, to be called upon to lay down her arms—pen 
—is, to say the least, equivalent to asking her to become a 
traitor to the cause of right she has enlisted, with a host of 
other brave men and women, to defend. Unless the so- 
called Liberals shall stand together in the work of preparing 
the way for a higher civilization and purer lives and juster 
forms of government, the machinations of the enemies of 
freedom will dethrone liberty and ere long enshroud the 
world in the darkness of the Middle Ages. 

Luna HUTOHINSON. 


: PAULINE, ARK., July 18, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find a new subscriber. The ball 
keeps rolling and the good work is slowly but surely gaining 
ground. There are quite a number of Liberals here but we 
are unorganized, and of course unable to do good fighting. 
The Christians are preparing for another Brush Arbor meet- 
ing such as they had lastsummer. Then all the Christians 
will hav another opportunity of shouting themselvs hoarse, 
and whooping so loudly and long they will no doubt again 
excite all the dogs in the neighborhood to pitiful, mournful 
howls. If this work continues from year to year the little 
heaven that John saw will soon be full of Arkansas snuff- 
takers. 

This is the home of Dr. W. R. Bachelor, a stanch Liberal 
and a true friend of humanity. The doctor was expelled 
from the Masonic fraternity a few years ago for writing the 
pamphlet, ‘‘ Fiat Lux.” He is a poor man but does what he 
can to free the minds of his fellow-men from the awful fear 
of an imaginary hereafter. ‘‘ Fiat Lux" isa '* candid inquiry 
into biblical harmonies.” The price of this work is twenty- 
five cents. I hav twenty-five copies and will sell all or any 
number of them at twenty cents each, and giv the entire 
proceeds to assist Messrs. Harman or Heywood, or both, in 
their struggle with Comstock & Co. Any of our Liberal 
friends who would like to hav the book and at the same time 
assist in maintaining free speech and a free press, can giv 
twenty cents to the proper authorities to assist either Har- 
man or Heywood, and I will send the book free by mail. 
Hoping to hear from at least twenty-five of our Liberal 
friends on the subject, I am, R. Henry HAWKINS. 


July 20, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrog: For some time past I hav directed my atten- 
tion to reading the pages of TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and notice 
you hav quite a number of contributors who, in a carnal 
sense, might be considered shrewd observers of events and 
doings. Do you know you hava great responsibility rest- 
ing upon you asa director of the thoughts of mankind ? 
For thus it appears to one who nightly sleeps with the holy 
word of God, the Bible, under his pillow. 

It takes little argument “with me to show the wrath of 
God is upon the doings of this generation. We can readily 
observe this to be a very reckless and daring generation, but 
still not without its parallel, as fully journalized in the 
Bible. The fall of Sodom and Gomorrah should act as a 
caution. No doubt these ancient sinners were indulging in 
8bominsble amusements in violation of the holy Sabbath, in 
every sinful variety—horse.racing, wrestling, ground and 
lofty tumbling, quoit-pitching, and so forth—when an enraged 
God showered his sulphur and flames on their heads. But 
the pious and virtuous Lot, warned by the angel, retreated 
from the doomed place with his family, and was saved; 
butalas, his wife, recollecting the fascinations of Bodom, 
looked back, and was instantly transformed into a pillar of 
salt, which stands to this day, and of which Brother Tal. 
mage has obtained a large chunk. 

Ihav been fearful you seldom read the holy Bible, or if 
you do it is done through carnal eyes. But I repeat again 
youhav an awful responsibility resting upon you. But it 
is never too late to repent, for ‘‘ by faith ye are saved.” Holy 
Christian faith isa great panacea and magical invigorator of 
the soul; the want of which, no doubt, the miserable Dives 
suffered. We read in holy writ that in hell he lifted up his 
eyes and besought a drop of water of the pious Abraham to 
cool his parched tongue. A Christian can easily imagin 
how our saintly father Abraham smilingly shook his pious 
head. 

We want no repetition of the warnings of an angry God! 
De these portentous indications of disturbances surround. 
ing us—cyclones, tempests, and ‘hurricanes—hav no mean- 
ing? O God, defend us! 

The rude intrusion of creatures calling themselvs scientists, 
as it were rushing wildly into God's private laboratory, is 
surely a divine insult. And more daring still, through some. 


God explain himself. But mark how quick the retribution 
—'for God will not be mocked "—the burning of al! the 
electrical apparatus of the Western Union! 

I doubt, from the known earthly or carnal reasonings of 
your associates, if you believe in prayer, but you just try it 
once. Ican vouchforit. Itis a healthy exercise. If not 
for yourself, pray for the souls of some of your contributors— 
Longshore, Peck, and Elmina. Dreadful the thought that, 
like Dives, in hell they should be looking up. CALVIN. 


Benevora, Mo., July 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: On the 23 of July Brother D. H. Newcomer, 
of Benevola, Washington county, Md., after a lingering ill- 
ness, died. He was no member of any religious .denomina- 
tion, and durirg the last year became a subscriber to Tux 
TRUTH SzEKER, which he seemed to enjoy very much. He 
was 80 Liberal that he gave the ground for the United Bap- 
tist church, which is located about one hundred and fifty 
yards from where he lived and died. While his mind was 
strong naturally and so developed by much reading that he 
could see the inconsistency of churches generally, yet, as he 
knew his friends wanted to build & church near him, and 
that many of them meant everything for the best, he thus 
far helped them. 

He was unassuming and quiet in his manner, although 
elected to the house of delegates and once to the state senate, 
and a bank director upward of forty years. His age was 
seventy-five years four months and twenty-five days, and 
kis good and noble wife and five children, four sons and one 
daughter, survive him. The youngest of the children is 
thirty-five years, and to the honor of the family it can be 
said so far the black sheep that is the trouble of every 
family has not put in his appearance, which I credit to the 
true home training. 

The deceased was buried on the 6th, on Sunday. After a 
few appropriate remarks at the house by Rev. D. F. S'ouffer 
of the German Baptists, and Joshua Harp of the United 
Baptist church, his neighbors, who knew him well and 8poke 
as well of him as if they expected to meet him and associate 
with him in the beautiful hereafter as they had associated 
here, his fellow-bank directors and a large concourse of people 
accompanied the body to the old Farkneys meeting house 
burying-ground, where we know it will rest no more unaa- 
suming than in life, until all may learn that true great- 
ness is honesty and simplicity of life. 

As a friend and sometimes a very intimate associate of 
deceased during the last forty years, I only wish that all true 
Liberals, or those who remain outside the churches, might 
liv the truly honorable lives, and leave behind them the same 
kind of good children, as monuments to their virtues. Large 
marble monuments in fashionable cemeteries, with recklessly 
raised children depending on others for a living, and on G.d 
for all the good or bad they do, seem to me poor represent- 
ativs of our virtues while living. Jons M. Grou. 


San ANTONIO, Tzx., July 15, 1890. 

Mz..EprToR: Inclosed please find stamps for pardon 
blanks for Messrs. Harman and Reid. We intend to circu- 
late them among the Liberals of this city, and thus do our 
share toward righting the wrong that Christian fanaticism 
has inflicted upon an awful Infidel and so-called foolish 
Spiritualist. The writer differs somewhat with Mr. Har- 
man’s views, and most radically from those of Mr. Reid, but 
in spite of all diversity in opinions and belief, he recognizes 
the fact that both men are victims of blind Christian fanat- 
icism. 

As Tae Truta SEEKER undoubtedly reaches scores of Lib- 
erals in this section who are unacquainted with the San 
Antonio Secular Society, I hope that you will giv me & 
little space to state some facts about it. 

This society was temporarily organized March 7, 1890, at 
the close of a lecture given here by Mr. John E. Remsburg. 
Soon after, Mr. J. D Shaw was invited to speak here, and 
after his three lectures the society was permanently organ- 
ized with a membership of almost ninety. Since then we 
met every Sunday night, carrying out a program of some 
kind, until the hot weather compelled us to postpone tho 
meetings until August. 'These meetings will be resumed 
erelong, and every Liberal] who passes through the city is 
cordially invited to attend them. 

The society has adopted the American Secular Union con- 
stitution, and boldly stands up for the total separation of 
the church from the state. Its membership fee is twenty- 
five cents, and monthly dues the same. The membership is 
not confined to citizens of San Antonio, and has a number 
of members in small cities all over the state where they are 
not strong enough to organize themselvs. We hope that all 
of the Liberals outside of the city who would like to aid the 
cause, but are in a like position, will follow the example 
that has been set, and send in their names, addresses, and 
membership fees. 

The society circulates among its members at home all of 
the Freethought literature they want for their own use and 
for missionary purposes, and it sends bundles of such 
reading-matter to all of its members in other towns and 
villages, who wish to spread them among their friends and 
neighbors, and there is no doubt but that some good comes 
from it. Asa consequence of our work in that direction, 
our supply of literature is almost exhausted, and we are 
compelled to call upon the Liberals who can spare any such 
literature to send it on, for, while the San Antonio Secular 
Society is not at present in a condition to perform anything 
in the legislature of the state, it will exert all its power in 
educating the masses up to the aims and objects of Liberal- 
ism, so that when we are firmly organized all over the state 
our work in the legislature will be comparativly easy. With 
an aim so practicable and laudable, every Liberal in the 
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state ought to come forward and aid us in every possible 
manner. 

Before closing, I must mention the death of Mr. Frank 
Donaldson, a member of our society, and a subscriber to 
your paper. He was conscious till the last few minutes, 
emphatically declaring that he wanted no preacher near his 
grave, and his was one of the numerous strictly Secular 
funerals that occur in this city. Orro Prazgzr, 

Secretary Sau Antonio Secular Society. 


Rep Canon, Wro., July 8, 1890. 

Mr. Evrror: Every priest, preacher, and bishop—be he 
Catholic, Protestant, or Mormon—is a slavemaker and a 
slaveholder. 

A religious sect, as it becomes stronger, becomes jealous 
of any authority except its own. 

The more allegiance an individual holds toward his 
church the more treason he has sworn against the govern- 
ment; he has ceased to be an honest partner of the nation, 
but, whipped under the lash of fear, and fascinated by illusiv 
chimeras of hope, he has given himself into slavery to the 
priest or preacher, and believes that he must love his church 
better than his country, his Jesus more than his family. 

To-day the Catholic church is the most powerful corpo- 
rate body in the world, and the question will soon be tested 
whether or not she will run this government. 

Catholicism is reason-proof, and no logic but that of force 
can ever reach her vital centers. 

Yet this government considers non-resistant policy to be 
more democratic, therefore more just. If non-resistance is 
the correct policy of a good government why should not 
government be non-resistant in all things, leaving individ- 
uals to look out for themselvs as best they can? 

Wherever we see a religious sect there we see an organ- 
ized power that would usurp the power of government and 
govern as a despot if it could. 

Likely it will take a few centuries more, and several more 
experiments in government making, several reformations 
and revolutions, before humanity will learn the cause, cure, 
and prophylaxis of the diseases from which a government 
may suffer and finally expire. The world has never yet be- 
held a healthy government. 

Fortunately this government at her birth suffered from no 
hereditary taint, thanks to Paine, Jefferson, and Franklin, 
and others of broad and liberal views. 

Yet the very fairness, honesty, and equity exercised by the 
founders of our government left avenues open by which 
microbes of disease could enter and be treated like gentle- 
men. 

The slimy priest, the hungry blood-loving preacher, were 
treated with the same respect that is due to men. The doors 
were open, truth was supposed to issue from ecclesiastical 
Ifps callous with lies, their word was taken that they would 
labor toward the perpetuation of a free government where 
all were treated as equals. They were allowed to indulge 
in their chosen incantations, and use such influence over the 
minds of men as they could by playing upon the chords of 
hope and fear. 

The little corporations over which these priests and 
preachers ruled hav now become powerful, and in subtle 
ways they are casting disgrace upon the principles of de 

"mocr&cy. Shon they will become bolder, and say to the 
government that let them in and trusted them: ‘‘ Take & 
rest and let us govern; we hav a machine of our own inven- 
tion, named the trinity; it includes a personage named 
God; he was never married, but he had a son, named J. 
Christ. William the Conquerer had a similar pedigree, 
and he was a great monarch. It is our opinion that ‘Je.’ 
is just cut out for the ruler of nations; business detains him 
in heaven just at present, but as we are his vicegerents 
on earth there will be no trouble at all in providing the 
American people with an abundance of government. Let 
us pray !? 

Since America has furnished a hot-bed for the growth of 
the various religious sects, particularly the Catholic, I see 
no other way than to face the inevitable doom of the future 
and see ecclesiasticism again hold the reins of government. 
Sooner or later the people will rebel against her despotism 
and another republic will be organized. Let us hope that 
it will not tolerate any organized religious sect. 

Dr. C. E. Boynton. 


Inpran Grove, Mo., July 12, 1890. 

Mr. Eptror: According to Christian mythology Jehovah 
and Lucifer are both supreme in the management of the uni- 
verse, though it is claimed by the bibliolatrist that Jehovah 
is just a little bit the ‘‘supremest.” However, if we are to 
judge from the display of executiv ability for strategic ma- 
neuvering in the sanguinary contest in which these two in. 
dividuals are engaged, it would be a difficult matter indeed, 
at the present time at least, to determin exactly what the 
final result is to be. 

At some very remote period of time these two joint pro- 
prietors of the universe became involved in a feud, the re- 
sult, I am led to believe, of a difference of opinion as to who, 
if either, of the two was entitled to precedence in the man- 
agement of the universe. This estrangement disrupted the 
spirit of fraternal affiliation that hitherto had existed between 
these two individuals, and they at once became diametrically 
and irreconcilably opposed to each other, and since that 
time they hav been the great source or fountain-head from 
which emanates that most diabolical spirit or principle of 
antagonism which in some mysterious manner, so it is 
claimed, involves all animate creation in a ceaseless struggle 
with the forces of nature to perpetuate an existence on the 
earth. And we are informed by the sagacious wiseacre that 


.| exhibit their power. 


has probed deep into the hidden mysteries of bibliology that 
in a similar manner the irrepressible conflict between right 
and wrong, the universal antagonism of moral principles, 
was inaugurated. In relation to this conflict there is no 
neutral ground. It ís claimed that the whole course of nat- 
ure became subverted, including all animated being. The 
sensible and the idiotic imbecil were all alike drawn into the 
dreadful vortex of fratracidal strife and inextricable horror. 
And all for the express purpose of painting on the canopy of 
heaven, for the benefit of man and the glory of Jehovah, 
Lucifer & Co., the beautiful contrast between a state of un- 
alloyed happiness and a condition of ceaseless turmoil and 
unending strife. 


On account of the utter impossibility of adjusting the 
affairs of the universe to the changes that would inevitably 
follow, this firm has not been, and is not likely to be, offi- 
cially dissolved, as in the case of the contemplated alliance 
between the hostil factions of the Christian religion. These 
two self-constituted proprietors of the universe suppress the 
natural feelings of hatred and malevolent vindictivness that 
wrangle iu their breasts one against the other, and for the 
sake of the common interest they continue to fraternize and 
ccóperate together, each ef them at the same time, however, 
secretly hoping and stealthily conniving for an opportunity 
to assert his individual supremacy, seize the exclusiv con- 
trol of the universe, and crush all opposition beneath his 
feet. 


Exactly thus the Christian alliance, after they hav sur- 
mounted every obstacle that stands opposed to their acces- 
sion to universal empire, will waste their energy and strength 
in fratricidal strife and reénact on the grand stage of the 
world's theater all the horrors of the Inquisitorial age which 
like some hideous dream will haunt the blood-stained pages 
of the world's history for all time to come. Weare unable 
to giv but one apology for the atrocious barbarism that 
characterized this long, dark, and gloomy period of the 
world's history. The Christian religion was at that time in 
the zenith of her power. She swayed the scepter of uni- 
versal empire. She was at that time mistress of the uncivil- 
ized world, the former civilization having succumbed to the 
chaotic confusion of moral principles that prévailed during 
this long, uninterrupted period of intellectual night. 

Relativly speaking man constitutes but an infinitesimal 
portion of the universe, and yet it is with man chiefly that 
Jehovah, Lucifer & Co. hav to do- In fact, so inseparably 


connected are they that one or the other of these antiquated: 


gentlemen constitutes the second person in the dual nature 
of which man is possessed, and that for the express purpose 
of dominating the moral and intellectual nature of man to 
direct the energies of his mind and body under all the vicis- 
situdes of life, in the most trivial affairs as well as in the 
most trying emergencies. This second person in the dual 
nature of man is supposed to point out with the utmost pre- 
cision and to direct and influence the individual in the way 
he should go. Now, after a practical test extending through 
many consecutiv generations, it cannot be denied that 
this doctrin has exerted a pernicious influence on man- 
kind. It dethrones and degrades the dignity of manhood. 


It utterly destroys man’s accountability to himself and his 
fellow-men, the only tribunal to which man is amenable for 
his conduct. It drags man bound in suppliant chains to the 
feet of a foreign despot who has been elevated to his lofty 
and unapproachable position of power by the servil adula- 
tion of his willing victim. It makes of man a pliant tool in 
the hand of a crafty, unscrupulous priesthood, qualified for 
the perpetration of every imaginable species of intrigue and 
fraud that may be considered necessary to combat the oppo- 
sition with which ecclesiasticism has to contend. All the good 
that may be accomplished through earnest, persistent, well 
directed effort is attributed to Jehovah, senior member of 
the firm. Man receives credit only as the instrument or 
machine through which Jehovah & Co. are supposed to 
All the dark and infamous crimes that 
men commit are charged either directly or indirectly to his 
satanic majesty, junior member of the firm, and man virtu 
ally escapes the responsibility of his conduct and thus 
becomes a nonentity equal in infinit nullity to the one that 
existed prior to the time that Jehovah, Lucifer & Co. created 
the universe out of no-thing. If you are a well-disposed 
person and practice virtue for its own sake; if you alleviate 
suffering by acts of kindness and expressions of sympathy; 
if you pick up the fallen and restore the castaway to the 
bosom of socie'y, family, and friends, and by gentle admo- 
nition and kind reproof keep others from falling, you are 
entitled to no credit. You are given to understand that you 
are but an unworthy worm of the dust, conceived in sin and 
born in iniquity; that of yourself you can do nothing; that 
you are but clay in the plastic hand of the great I am, and 
that it is God that works into you the will or disposition to 
do his pleasure. On tke other hand, if you squander the 
gifts of a bountiful providence in riotous living and become 
a vegrant in the world; if you shed innocent blood; if you 
allure the innocent and confiding from the path of virtue; if 
you desecrate the family hearthstone and wreck the happiness 
of the domestic circle; if you are recreant to every principle 
of justice and every sacred trust that has been placed in your 
care, and your intelligence recognizes the hideous deformity 
of your wretched, depraved nature, you escape the respon- 
sibility of your conduct by laying the blame all on Satan. 
You believe in an overruling providence that directs the 
actions of man. You hav been taught that all things are in 
perfect harmony with the divine mind; that nothing is 
allowed to occur contrary to the will of God. You argue 
that if God engages in world-making the probability is that 
he will create exactly the kind of a world he desires to hav; 
that the existence of the world has been perpetuated without 
any change except through the inexplicable law of natural 
evolution. Confirm your faith in thisconclusion. You hav 


heard of a certain class described by the apostle Peter as 


‘having eyes full of adultery; that cannot cease to do evil; 


beguiling unstable souls. You feel that you belong to this 
class; that you are the emissary of Satan, employed by 
Jehovah as were the lying spirits of old, and thus filling your 
place in the grand scheme of heaven’s appointment just as 
it may happen to suit the caprice of him that works all 
things after the counsel of his own will; that subordinates 
every opposing power; that surmounts every difficulty ; that 
rules among the children of men, and, as Daniel says, tears 
down kingdoms and builds up kingdoms, and places over 
them the basest of men. 

The conclusion, therefore, cannot be avoided, that accord- 
ing to Christian mythology man is simply a machine, moving 
only as he is moved, acting only as he is influenced or 
impelled to act by some extraneous motiv or subtle influence 
over which he has no control, and that acting through the 
avenues of the senses impels or irresistibly carries him along 
in many instances contrary to his own conception of justice 
and propriety, and in every case utterly helpless, unable to 
resist the power of that immutable law that makes of man 
an automatic machine grander and more sublime in its won- 
derful mechanism than everything that has ever been on 
exhibition in the grand art museums of the world. Of 
course, it is urged that man is free to act; that he is unre- 
strained; that he may use his own Volition. Admit this to 
be true and yet the fact remains that man is compelled to 
choose between two masters, and if compelled he can 
not be free. He must submit to the inevitable. This 
machine, by virtue of a protectiv tariff for revenue 
only, is monopolized and manipulated by and in the exclusiv 
interest of Jehovah, Lucifer & Co.; though it seems strange 
that the individual interest of these two joint proprietors 
could be advanced in this way, but such, however, is the 
case. It is somewhat remarkable that no other invention 
has been discovered that could be utilized with profit by the 
above-mentioned firm. This firm is known throughout the 
habitable earth by the name of Jehovah, Lucifer & Co., the 
head clerk and subordinate manager of all offices being 
known to the general public as the Holy Ghost, but who is 
familiarly known and addressed by the principal managers 
at the home office by the significant cognomen, ‘ the com- 
forter.” He modestly accepts the title as a recognition of 
special merit. And be it known that this ghost never fai!s 
to materialize as the self-same individual ghost at any num- 
ber of different localities, though the points at which his 
presence may be required are as remote from one another 
as the antipodes, if by so doing the interest of the home 
office can be advanced and built up. 

This symmetrical, complex machine, man, possessed with 
such wonderful adaptability, has been in constant use from 
time immemorial, and by some mysterious, inscrutable law 
regulating the transmutation of primal germs this wonder- 
working machine has acquired the habit of reproducing 
itself, so that when musty with age, and when corroding 
time has marred the beautiful consistency of its symmetrical 
structure, and it is without ceremony or regrets cast aside 
and consigned to perpetual desuetude, its place is at once 
filled with another one in perfect working trim, without any 
additional cost to the Company. So it may be seen that 
from the remotest period of time there has been one constant, 
uninterrupted activity of this celebrated firm in the employ- 
ment of this machine. This machine when not under the 
immediate supervision of the senior member is superintended, 
with an approximate degree of success, by the junior mem- 
ber of the firm. In fact, it is generally conceded that he is 
the most skilful of the two in the manipulation of this 
wonderful machine. 

The phonographic capacity of this machine is remarkable. 
Not long since we witnessed the rendering of a piece that 
had been stereotyped or registered on the sensitiv foil of one 
of those machines by that still, small voice of which clerical 
gentlemen hav so much to say and by which they hav re- 
ceived the most astounding revelations, which they claim 
are a perfect transcript of the divine mind. The rendering 
to which we refer was indeed a revelation to me, for it 
declared in the most emphatic terms that the irreligious per- 
son recognizes himself to be inferior in every way to the 
higher type of orthodox Christians, and that he can only 
hope to compare with credit, in the eye of an intelligent 
public as well as in his own estimation, with the lowest type 
of immoral parasites and loathsome scavengers that so mul- 
titudinously infest, and flourish in, the orthodox camp. 
Such egotistical phariseeism is not to be expected and is sel- 
dom met with from any other source. 

The individual that does good from his own spontaneous 
impulse, without the fear of punishment or the hope of 
reward, is infinitly superior to the frigid, callous nature that 
can be moved to acts of charity and .love only by the spec- 
tacle of a mangled, bleeding, crucified savior, the terrors of a 
burning pit, or selfish, irrepressible desire for a crown of 
glory and a harp of gold. 

A continual dropping will melt a stone. This truism is 
demonstrated by a retrospectiv view of my past efforts as a 
Freethought propagandist. Eight years ago there was not 
to my knowledge an outspoken Infidel in my immediate’ 
neighborhood, except myself, but having imbibed an ag- 
gressiv spirit I resolved myself into a nucleus from which 
the radiating principles of Freethought hav illuminated the 
minds of a small number, that hav revolted against the 
galling chains of priestcraft and mental serfdom; and the 
result is we hav secured three subscribers for Tax TRUTH ` 
SEEKER in less than one year, and expect 48 many more in a 
very short time. 

I am not in favor of Heston’s cartoons. In my judgment 
they do more harm than good as an iconoclast. The paper 
that finds its way into the greatest number of orthodox 
homes is the one that will achieve the grandest success. 

W. E. Wazron. 
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Children's Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Comnyunications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes s pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


* ittle Brown Hands." 


They drive home the cows from the pasture 
Up through the long shady lane: 
Where the quail whistles loud in the wheat field, 
All yellow with ripening grain. 
They find, in the thick, waving grasses, 
Where the scarlet-lipped strawberry grows; 
. They gather the earliest snowdreps, 
And the first crimson buds of the rose. 
They toss the hay in the meadow, 
They gather the elder blooms white, 
They find where the dusky grapes purple 
In the soft-tinted October light. 
They know where the apples hang ripest, 
And are sweeter than Italy’s wines; 
They know where the fruit is the thickest 
On the long, thorny blackberry vines. 


They gather the delicate sea-weeds, 
And build tiny castles of sand; 
They pick up the beautiful sea-shells— 
Fairy barks that hav drifted to land. 
They wave from the tall, rocking tree-tops; 
Where the oriole’s hammock nest swings, 
And at night-time are folded in slumber 
By a song that a fond mother sings. 
Those who toil bravely are strongest; 
The humble and poor become great; 
And from those brown-handed children 
Shall grow mighty rulers of state, 
The pen of the author and statesman— 
F The noble and wise of our land— 
The sword and chisel and palet, 
Shall be held in the little brown hand. 
—JNew Haven News. 
-a 


Brother Johnson’s Sermon. 


[Hon. A. B. Bradford sends the sermon 
below for the enjoyment of the readers of the 
Corner, little and big. The sermon con- 
tains the sparkle of genuin humor as well 
as some grains of wholesome truth. It 
was taken stenographicaly on the spot, 
and is a fine specimen of negro preach- 
ing. Mr. Bradford has our thanks for his 
kindness and also for his appreciativ words 
relating to our work in this department of 
Tug Terors SEEKER. We trust always to 
merit his approval. —E». C. C.] 

“The destruction of the poor is their pov- 
erty " (Prov. x, 15). 

De tex’ what I take on dis occasion is from 
de book of Proverbs. De learned scholars 
says dat old Massa Solomon wrote dis yer 
book. Ef he did, he ought to be called de 
werry wisest ob men, kase a proverb is as 
full ob wisdom as an egg is full ob meat; 
and as & hungry man likes to eat a nice 
stuffed possum wiv plenty ob graby, 80 a 
smart preacher lubs to study on a proverb, 
and pick de bones ob it clean. My tex’ is 
one ob dat kind. I hab been intending for a 
long time to preach on dis yer tex’, for I hab 
been studyin’ on it eber since befo’ de war, 
in de cabin and in de cornfield. Some time 
ago, my Ole massa, what used to be, tole me 


dat Mista Jorge, away up in New York, had 
got up in dat town what dey calls a anty- 
pove'ty s’ciety, an dat he prints a paper ebry 
week to help on de doin’ away wiv poverty 
altogether. So I gived de ole man de money 
to pay ferit, an axed him to send an git de 
paper. I hab been readin’ ob dis yere paper 
for along time. Dere is a good many hard 
words in it what I can’t ezackly understand, 
but my darter Lizey what goes to de school 
has got a dixiniary, as dey calls it, what 
clears up de meanin’ ob de big words, and 
when I gits run up a stump, my darter, she 
comes wiv de book, and tells me de meanin’ 
ob dem, so I can see what Mr. Jorge is dribin’ 
at. On dis account I now feel more able to 
preach on dis tex dan I eber was befo; and 
as all ob us niggas hab become free by 
Massa Lincum’s proclumation durin’ de 
waar; and as we had such a big bellyful 
ob povity while we was all slabes, I want to 
do what I can to git you, and myself, too, 
out ob dat destruction what de tex says & 
pore man is in, jes kase he is pore. 

My brederin, I hab obsarved, sence I quit 
bein’ a slabe, dat amung de white folks, as 
well as de black people, dis yer povity is de 
biggest ob cusses, kaze it produces a lot ob 
oder cusses. It minds me ob a sow which 
sometimes has as many as a dozen pigs ata 
litter. Indeed, I knowed a sow of ole Masta 
Brown’s what had fifteen pigs at once, which 
is more dan she had tits to suck. Of course, 
dere must be a lot of runts. Jes so, my bred. 
erin’, wiv poverty. It is a great breeder; 
and I propose on dis yer occasion, wiv de 
help ob de Lawd, to call your attention to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 2, 1890. 


TE ee S SS a SOAS 


some ob de ebils which povity is de moder 
ob, and which causes so many runts and 
mean pigs among de human folks. 

1. De fust cuss ob povity is enoy. De 
scripter says dat envy is de rottenness ob de 
bones. I think dis is in de book of proverbs, 
too. Now, ef a pusson's bones if rotten, how 
de debil could he hoe corn, or pick cotton, 
or dribe a plow in a stumpy field? (Here an 
old woman in the audience sung out from 
the far end of the room: ‘ Brudder John- 
ring, you must quit yo ole practice ob swear- 
in', now yo got to be a preacher ob de eber- 
lastin’ gospel.” The preacher resumed.) 
Well, brederin, it is a fac’ dat I used to 
swaar a good deal in old slabery times. 
When de slavedriber licked my pore cousin 
what had de rumatiz in his jintes so dat he 
could not keep up wid de rest ob us, I could 
not help but coss him, when he went away, 
he was so hard-hearted. I felt good clear 
down to my toes ef I could cuss him right 
smart. Ihab been tryin’ to git red ob dis 
swearin’ eber since I begun to preach de 
everlastin’ gospel, but a bad habit I find, es- 
pecially swearin’, sticks to a fellow like a 
briar-bush to a sheep’s tail, and every now 
and den de cusses pops out ob his mouf wid- 
out any notice dey is comin’. 

Well, I was gwine to say, when Sista Jones 
hauled me ober de coals for swearin’, dat 
envy was de fust ebil dat comes ob povity. 
A pore young woman, when she comes to 
meetin’ on Sunday, looks round on all de 
sistas to see how dey is dressed, and when she 
finds dat dey all hab better close on dan she 
has she experences dis feelin’ ob envy. She 
don’t see why all de rest has nice close, and 
nice bonnet and ribbons, and she has none. 
So she sits down and sulks like a bauky 
hoss. She don’t seem to know dat dese nice 
dressed gals works hard durin’ de week, and 
gits de money what helps to git de close. 
She is too lazy or too stubborn to work, 
keys her bones are rotten wid envy. De nex’ 
Sunday she comes to meetin’ wid a mighty 
fine bonnet on, and {all drest up, and some 
gole rings in her yers, and on her fingers, 
and a sealskin sack. Den de sistas looks at 
her, jis as she looked at dem befo’, and won- 
ders how she could afford to dress so fine, 
80 werry soon, when she was so pore. De 
next go-off she is arrested, and taken’ to jail 
for stealin. All dis comes ob envy, and 
envy comes ob povity, and de destruction 
and ruin ob de pore is dere povity. All de 
rest of you gals works hard and lays up yo 
money, and den you can git nice dresses dat 
you can pay fer, and feel brave, kaze you 
know dey is paid for: But de young woman 
I speak ob had dis envy in her heart, and it 
made her eyes green, and her bones rotten, 
and so she went to de prison. How mean, 
aud like de pore white trash, she must feel 
dere, when she minds what she did wid her 
young mistress nice close, stead of dressin’ 
like de rest ob de culled sistas, and feelin’ dat 
she earned ebery stitch she wore. But dat 
isn’t de wust ob it. Stealin’ is bad, and 
gwine to prison and bein’ shut up in a cage 
like a bear, is bad, but to be ashamed ob one’s 
own self is a good deal wusser. Ef a pusson 
knows dat Łe is innocent ob what is laid 
agin him, dey may send him to jail, but he is 
happy, kaze ef he has unjustly Jost de respect 
of de people, he still keeps his own. De ’postle 
Paul was put into de jail once, all alone, and 
for no good cause, but he had no occasion to 
duke his head when he passed de lookin’ 
glass hangin’ on de wall, for fear he would see 
de pictur ob a mean skunk. He could look 
de debil in de face, and tramp upon his tail, 
and feel like a man, kaze he knowed he had 
done no harm. 

I suspect dat all ober dis country dere is a 
big amount ob misery growin’ out ob envy. 
De ciass of pore white folks dat squatted on 
rich folks’ land, and neber worked, but jes 
hunted and fished for dere Jibben befo’ de 
war, is misrabler dan de darkeys; and when 
dey see any ob de culled people doin’ busi- 
ness, and gittin’ well off, and dere childen 
dressin’ good and goin’ to school, dis envy 
makes dem feel down in de mouf. No won- 
der dey eats clay and drinks rye coffee, and 
de wimmens rubs snuff and de childens don’t 
go to school keze dey is so ragged. De pov- 
ity strikes in on dem like de measles, and 
kills all dere ambition, and dey jes wegetate, 
as Brudder Corning says, like taters in a hill, 
and cabbages in a patch, what ain't hoed any. 
I tell you, my bredrin, dat povity cuts de 
hamstrings ob a man, and lets him down to 
de ground. A white preacher I heard ob 
once went ebery Saturday night to one ob 
his rich men and borrowed $50, and he al. 
ways took it back a Monday mawnin'. After 
awhile de rich man axed him about dis cus- 
tom, what for he borrowed de money and 


de sinners. 


good close. 


tremble wid fear. 
brederin, dat takes de starch out ob a man, 


ity. 


people by taking away from dem dere pride. 

When de Lawd was a mixin’ up ob de clay 
in de Gardin ob Eden to make de fust man 
out ob, he had a lump ob pride what he was 
gwine to use in makin’ ob his backbone. He 
wanted to stiffin it so dat he would walk 
straight and neber would stoop down to do à 
mean thing. But while de Lawd was walk- 
ing around in de cool ob de day, de debbil 
slipped up, and stole it away so dat ole Massa 
Adam had no stiffenen in his backbone. De 
Lawd tole him not to eat de fruit ob a certain 
tree in de garden, ef he did it would ruin 
him. But when de woman come to him one 
day wid an apron full ob apples, she axed 


something. Den he spied a nice apple. Den 
she put it to his nose, and it made his mouf 
water. Den she tole him she had been eatin’ 
some, and it made her so wise dat she knowed 
a good many things she didn’t know before. 
Den, my brederin, de fat was in de fire, for 
he eat de apple and de Lawd found it out and 
cussed him for it! Ef de pore ole man had 
been too proud to stoop, how different dis 
world would be from what it is! Yes, pride 
is one of de werry best things in a man. It 
makes him walk perpendickeler and not 
slantindickeler, so dat he neber falls on his 
nose. 

Here was another interruption from Mrs. 
Jones, a tall, spare, widow woman, who evi- 
dently had a pretty good mind, and who 
said: “Brudder Johnsing, whar abouts in de 
scriptur you find dat what you say in de gar- 
den ob Eden about de debbil’s doing?" The 
preacher resumed: ‘‘Sister Jones, ef you 
feels dat you can preach de eberlastin’ gospel 
better dan me, you better try it de nex' Sun- 
day. You axes werry foolish questions. I 
is the servant ob de Lawd to preach de eber- 
lastin’ gospel and you is de hearer. De 
scholars in school! neber disputes wiv de 
teacher. Dey jes believe what dey is told. 
Ef you is '"ligus you jes believe what de 
preacher says wivout axin' queshons. It is 
dis axin' ob queshons which de debbil puts 
people up to what plays de debbil wiv relig- 
ion. De'postle says dat we is saved by faith, 
not by axin’ ob queshons. So, Sister Jones, 
ef you want to be saved, listen to de preacher 
ob de eberlastin' gospel and shut yo mouf. 
Some pussons has got de idee dat it is wicked 
to be proud. But dere is two kinds ob pride 
—one good and one bad. "When a gal finds 
out at de lookin’ glass dat she is werry putty, 
den she cocks up her nose at de rest what 
ain’t so putty, and steps around among de 
sisters jes like a peacock in de barnyard 
struttin! among de dunghill fowls, to show 
dem what & nice tail he has got. He tries 
his best to hide his legs wiv his wings, kaze 
dey isso ugly. De chickens dey likes to see 
de eyes in de tail, but when dey squint down 
and see de legs dey says, ‘Golly, how ugly 
dey is! But what right has de peacock to 
be so proud ob his tail? It was de Lawd dat 
gib it to him. Ef he made de tail hisself, 
den he had a right to feel proud, but seein’ he 
didn't, his pride is ob de bad kind. So, 
when à man what is very pore gits rich kaze 
his grandfather has left him a fortune, he 
scorns to talk to his old friends who is still 
pore, and gits de disease ob de big head what 
kills so many hosses in de West. He forgits, 
as de 'postle says, de hole ob de pit whaar he 
was digged up. Dat is de same kind of 
pride as de peacocks. But de right kind 
ob pride is whaar a man stands and looks at 
de povity he finds hisself in, and den stif- 
fenin’ up ob his backbone and spittin’ on his 
hands, he swaars dat he will git out ob it and 
hav some property ob his own or die a tryin’. 

Now, povity kills à man's pride. Den he 
quits respectin’ ob hisself kase he sees nobody 
else respect him. Den de bars is down and 
away he goes to de debbil. Den he has de 
hang-dog feelin’, as ole Uncle Joe said he had 
when he was kotched in de Widow Wilkins 
chicken pen one night. Uncle Joe used to 


didn’t use it. De preacher tole him dat he 
did use it, but didn’t spend it, kaze he put 
de money in his jacket pocket on de left side 
to make him feel brave when he preached to 
He said he felt like a poor, cow- 
ardly cuss when he preached to de people 
what had property, and remembered dat he 
hisself had nothing in dis yere world but a 
wife and nine children at home and one mule, 
who couldn't go to meetin' kaze dey had no 
But when he stood behind & 
$50-bill, even if he didn't own it, be could 
feel brave as a lion, and make de sinners 
Dere ig nothing, my 


and makes him feel like a wet rag, like pov- 


2. In de next place povity destroys poor 


him to stoop down she wanted to tell him 


swear a little, and said he felt like a damn 


mean slink ob a niggah. In de slabery times 
we was all lazy, and thieves and liars and ras- 
cals, kaze we was all pore and didn’t own 
nothin’—not eben ourselvs or our children. 
How could we be anything else? We always 
kept, like de pore white trash, four or five 
dogs, so we might feel dat we had some 
property anyhow. De man inside ob us was 
all covered up and most dead wiv de rubbish 
det povity piled up on us. But when Massa 
Lincum knocked de chains off from our 
limbs by makin’ ob us free we sperunced a 
new kind ob feelin’. We got crazy to learn 
to read and write and cipher and git some 
land, so dat we might hab a home and make 
a good libben out ob it. Land and liberty to 
own and work it for ourselvs, dat’s what 
makes a man diffrunt from a hoss. 

8. De next cuss dat povity inflics on a pore 
man is to dribe him to de saloon. When a 
man is right pore, and has dis hang-dog 
feelin’ dat ole Uncle Joe tells ob, he gits 
down, down, werry low. Al around him is 
dark and hopeless. He feels dere is no use 
of doin’ nothing, kaze his eyes is sot, jes like 
a dead hosses. Den he goes to de saloon; 
alas, he meets a lot of fellows jes as pore as 
hisself, and dey frow in dere pennies, and 
fills dere bellies wiv rot-gut whisky, and 
when de whisky works, dey forgits dere 
povity, and dey all feels big and rich, and 
talks about buyin’ farms and racehosses, and 
goin’ up to New York to see Massa Bar- 
num’s show; and all de time de pore debbils, 
all put together, hasn’t money enough to buy 
a ticket to Baltimo’. Den, when dey go 
home, and see only pone on de table, and all 
de whisky is out ob dem, dey feel wusser den. 
eber. It is not de drinkin’ what makes dem 
pore, it is de povity what cuts dere ham- 
strings and dribes dem to drink. Ef dey hav 
good wittles to eat, and good coffee to drink, 
and some books to read, and no debts or 
rents to pay, and no dogs to fill de house wib 
fleas and eat dere heads off ebery week, dey 
would not want to go to de saloon, and drink 
rot-gut, and smoke dock leaf terbaca. I tell 
you, my briderin, Mista Jorge has got de 
right sow by de yer, and all de pigs too, 
when he does not accept de invitation ob de 
Prohibitioness to help dem bail out de Chesa- 
peak Bay in tin pails, while a dozen big 
ribers is a runnin’ into it all de time. Massa 
Jorge does business wiv a big augur, 'stead 
of a gimlet, when he says in his paper dere 
is no use tryin’ to empty de bay wiv tin 
pails; but dat de wise way is to cut off de 
streams up in de mountains, or dry dem up. 
What he means by dis parable is, dat it is 
povity dat leads to drunkenness, and not 
drunkenness to povity; dat povity dis- 
courages a man, but if he had a farm and a 
nice home, and good close, and a little money 
comin’ in to him, he would be so happy wiv 
his family dat he wouldn’t want to go to de 
grog-shop, and craze hisself wiv whisky. 
Povity makes everybody dat is well off 
despise a poor man, and can he 'spect hisself 
when nobody else ’spects him? Dat’s why I 
said dat de biggest loss for a man to hav is to 
lose his pride. It is jes like a steamboat a 
losin’ of its steam. 

Hole on to yo seat, now, Sista Jones! I 
know what you is gwine to say, dat ef happi- 
ness comes ob havin’ plenty ob money, den 
Mister Gole, away up in New York, who, 
dey say, has more dan a million ob dollars, 
must be de most happiest man en de world. 
But he isn’t, for Mister Gole is à crazy man, 
and ef all de people in de Norf was not as 
crazy as he is, dey would send him to de hos- 
pital, and de doctors would put blisters on 
his head for bein’ crazy. You all look 
scaared at dis, but I am right. What would 
you think of me ef I would come to meetin’ 
nex’ Sunday wid six obercoats on? One 
obercoat is good and comfortable, but ef I 
would struggle wid my wife in tryin' to put 
on five more, and come into the pulpit 
foamin’ wid sweat, and begin to take off de 
obercoats, one after de other, de sistas would 
be whisperin' around dat something was out 
ob order wid Brudder Johnsing's upper story, 
where he keeps his wits. We read in de 
scriptur about old Agur and his praar to 
God. Now, jis listen sharp, and I will tell 
you about it. Hesays to God in his praar: 
“ Qib me neither povity nor riches,” Why 
not povity, Massa Agar?  ''Lest I be poor 
and steal,” Massa Agar says. Jis what I has 
been sayin’ to you dis mornin’. I guess dat 
dere was no ’stilleries in de neighborhood 
whar Massa Agar libed in dem times, and 
whar dey made rot-gut, or he would a men- 
tioned stealin ob de neighbors’ chickens, and 
pigs, when he got drunk, and beat his wife 
and children, and end up in de jail or de 
gallus. 


Listen again. Why should not de Lawd 
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gib you riches, Massa Agar? ‘ Lest I be full, 
and deny thee, and say, who is de Lawd ?" 
Dat is de reason why de blessed Jesus says 
dat a camel, with a great big lump on his 
back, could no more go frough de eye ob & 
darnin needle dan a rich man could enter 
into de kingdom ob heaben. Now, when 
Massa Gole knows dis, and piles up de money 
bags on top ob his back, and comes, and 


into de church, kaze de debbil is after him, 
do you suppose that he can gitin? No, he 
is too full of selfishness, He has denied God 
as de parent ob de rest ob us, and when de 
door-keeper talks to him about de Lawd, and 
his commands to de rich people to consider 
de pore, and help dem to git on to dere own 
legs, and not lib on charity, Massa Gole says : 
“u Who de debbil is de Lawd? He didn't 
own no railroads, nor no stock in de Western 
Union, or de banks." Massa Gole wants to 
git in at the narrer gate, and den go up into 
de city ob de New 'Rusalem, wid his money, 
to build street railroads, like Massa Jacob 
Sharp, andanake more money. But desaints 
in dat city don't want no street kyars and no 
money. De streets demselvs is made ob 
gole, and de people dat livs dere has got 
wings on dere shoulders, and flies up and 
down de broad abenues like swallows 
ketching flies in summer time, and dem dat 
has no wings yet skips along de streets wid 
silver slippers on, and is all covered wid 
shinin’ jewels. Now, isn't Massa Gole as 
crazy asa bed-bug, when he loads himself 
down wid more riches dan he can possibly 
enjoy? Isn’t he tryin’ to be comfortable 
wid six overcoats on? 

Ole Massa Petah Cooper was a rich man, 
but he only wore one obercoaf,at a time. 
He kept hisself all de time young and happy 
by usin’ his money in doin’ good to other 
people. I neber was in New York, but dey 
tell me dat Massa Petah built a big house in 
dat town whar young men and women who 
was pore could go and learn trades, so dat 
dey could make a good libben for demselvs, 
and not run de streets as tramps and waga- 
bones, like so many does. What a taste befo’ 
hand ob heaben Massa Petah had, as he saw, 
ebery year, dozens ob young men and women 
gwine out of his big school wiv good trades, 
and den gwine into business dat would save 
dem from povity, idleness, and crime, and all 
de rest ob de cusses! And how happy he 
must a been, as he lay on his bed a dying, 
when de blessings of dem he had helped and 
saved, come up like music in shis yers, and 
lifted de cloud what hangs ober de grave, 
and let him hab a sight ob de New Rusalem! 
De ole man was so young and so happy, I 
hear, dat de New York people got it into 
dere heads dat he would lib as long as Ma- 
thusalem. But he didn't. He died at last, 
and is now walking up and down de streets 
of de New ’Rusalem, and gwine in and out 
ob de pearly gates and enjoyin' hisself wiv 
ole Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. When he 
knocked at.de gate ob de great city de 'postle 
Petah, his namesdke, what keeps de doors 
dat swings in, but neber out, says to him: 
** You is Massa Petah Cooper of New York, 
I believe, what built de institute in dat town. 
Walk in, Massa Cooper; dis white kyard will 
entitle you to a very comfortable seat among 
de good folks, and dis yer blue one, when 
you show it to de music master, will entitle 
you to a golden harp to play on, while here, 
in dis little bottle, is some Aye's pectoral to 
keep you from gittin’ hoarse in de frost, 
when you sing de hymns." Yes, my bred- 
erin, de man what piles up more money dan 
he can possibly use, and done enjoy hisself 
here in doing good wiv his overplush, is a 
crazy man and a fool, jes as I would beef I 
would come to meetin’ nex’ Sunday, tuggin’ 
and sweatin’ along de road wiv five or six 
obercoats on instead of one. You would 
suppose, when you looked at my shirt collar 
and bosom, ef you didn’t know what was de 
matter, dat I had slipped off de log and fell 
into de crick, I was so wet wiv sweat. 

De nex’ Sunday, de Lawd willing, I will 
preach on dis tex’, "He dat tilleth his land 
shall hav plenty ob bread.” Let us pray. 


knocks at de strait gate, and axes to be let co 
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ou by him in Arabia. 


SALE's edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia- 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davip HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced @hristianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man's Nature aud Development, 
By Henry G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. . 


Price, - - - = $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By ROB'T Cooper. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig 
ious Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


DID MAN FALI? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden 4 Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 


$5,000 REWARD. 


By ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of SIs the God 
of Israel the True God? 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Th Candle From Under the Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - =- =- = &0cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


oF 
THE BIBLE. 


1 4. 4. PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His- 

torical, and Bpeoulativo, each proved af- 
firmatively and perl d by Hot MonR from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self- contradictions of the 
so-called inspired word of God. 

y W. H. BURR. 73 pages. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A. HOLYOAKE. 


: 10 cents. 
Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 
Bx A. HorxoaAKE. 


10 cents. 


"Price, 15 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HonyoakeE. 


Price; 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price; =- 1 . 5 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. | EVOLUTION OF ISRAELS GOD 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO -EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. : 


By Baron D'Horsacn. 
Price, - - E E 


$1. 


GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 
Price. - - 10cents. 


THE NEW AGE.. 
By W. S. BELL. 


Price, - - 10 cents. 


Im You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price,- - - 


10 cents. 


‘A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. | i Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By HupsoN TuTTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. f 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im- 
mortality of Its Elements, 


By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated, 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price, - - E - 85 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
Bv D. M. Bensert. 


Price, - . 


Price, - - - 


10 centa. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W.8.Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HusLBUT and WAKEMAN: 
Price, 10 centa. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 


sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
Bx HELEN H. GARDENER, 


With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 


Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. = 
WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Its History AND Irs INFLUENOR UPON 
Soolrry. 
By Dg. Louis Buoxner, Author of “Force and 
atter,” etc. 
Translated from the German. 
Paper; 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican, 
| An Exposé. 


By ALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
| Price, - =- - 25 Oents. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B.F. VERTO 
Price; 10 cents. 


For allof the above books address 


| THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization, 


Underwood. ......... srsssssosornrndeonneroon 25 

Y Buddhist Nihilism. Prof Max Mueller.. ` lo 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison.. 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin sessesesssere. 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 26 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Humo.. . 10 
14 Land Question. Chaclos Brodlaugh. . " b 


15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents 3 
Charles Bradlaugh....... sess eee ennt b 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Frecthonght. Georgo J. Ilolyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake., 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... 5 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts.. 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... b 
24 Moral Value of tho'Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 6 
Its Nature, and elifluence 
on Civilization, Chas. Watts... 5 
28 Thonghts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 
29 Is thoro a Moral Governor of the ru. 
verse? Austin Holyoake.. 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularisin. Chas, Watts... 5 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh... 5 
38 Is Thero a God? Charles Bradlaugh.. eases 5 
5 
0 
5 
5 


26 Christianity: 


39 Labor's Prayer. Charies Bradlangh "TT 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 1 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheine of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G.J. Holyoake. 
4" Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh, 5 


MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”....... 5 


3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Withont Answers. ............ b 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ......,........... 10 

T Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealois Clristian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
(OC """"——— . 5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Biedinugh bius e 5 
a A Few Words about the Devil................ 5 
11 New Life of Jacob... n 


12 Daniel, the Dreamer. "Austin. Holyoake... 
13 Specimen ofthe Bible: Esther. Holyoake n 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludierons Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlangh. 6 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
91 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. . Per doz... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” ‘The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers,” '' Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ett., etc. 


The latest and best work of &n analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo; $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible of Nature 


02, 


Principles of Secularism. 


THE 


A CONTRIBUTION to the RELIGION 
of the FUTURE. 


BY PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD, 


Author of ‘The Secret of the East, or the Origin 
of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline,” “Physical Edu- 
cation, or the Health-Laws of Nat- 
ure,” “Household Remedies,” “The 
Poison Problem, or the Oause 
and the Cure of Intemper- 
ance,” etc. etc. 


Felix L. Oswald is a well-known and vigorous 
writer_on scientific and social subjects. —[Cin, 
Com. Gazette. 

Cloth, 19m0, 240pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


NoTm.—Theso tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you ean for tracts, and. when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave thom in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete: Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts aro made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Pleaso 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication, Underwood........ 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .........ccoseeeee 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
838 Christianity not à Moral. X. Y: Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Uhristianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
41 Cruolty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples- Undorwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers..........«. 
54 Opon Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies, | Underwood............ eere 
62 Tho Jews and their God.......... ee seese 
63 The Devil's Due Bills, — Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
41 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. Joln Syphers...... 
44 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett.......... 

5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... I 
46 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett... 
47 Tho Fear of Death. | D. M. Bennett....... 


pan 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett... ...... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell, Rov. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logie of Prayer. O. Stephenson. ...... 
90 Biblo-Mauia. Otto Cordates. ........ 
91 Our Ideasof God. B.F. Underwood... 
94 Tho New Haven. Will Cooper.......... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............ eene 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell....... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker...............- 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. ........ 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ....... 
105 Decadence of Christiar'ty. Capphro..... 
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107 The Safe Side, H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. g Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett........ esser eene 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S, H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston.... 
119 The New Faith. - Stoddard....... 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell... L 
ey o 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 

Server?, Lees " ... 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett........ 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

dorwood.......... "— m—— 
130 Tho Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangolists.......... 
137 Christian Love. ©. L, James.. 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology ........... T—À T 
741 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher......... . 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins......... 
248 When Did Paul Livo? Scholasticus.......... 
749 Apo of Shams........ "€ . 
245 If You Tako Away my Religion? Whas 

Will You Givo Me Instead. Martin.... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman. ...essesseuerooenenes senas erceseee J 
151 What is tho Bible? M. W. H..... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.... 
163 Liberty and Morality. | Conway.......... 
255 Co-oporation Society's Redeemor........... 
256 Freo Speech & Free Press. Sholloy.......... 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance, Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persceutions. .......... ste 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett... sccsersccsscccerecsseesseoe È 
164 Biblo Impeached. Chapman, .............. 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


L Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els- 

à burg, M.D. .cccccccersessres reosoeeeeneeeessee D 
` 29 Evolution: Homogeeous to Heteroge- 

neous. Underwoot..corcsrrecrssercessereee S 

: 4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... D 

6 Rosy onsibility ofSox. Mrs. Chaso, M.D... 3 

6 Graduated Atmospheros. McCarroll...... 2 

3 

2 

0 


1? Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. 


8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate. . 
9 The Unseen World, Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
LeCturcs. MARS LU 
11 Is America New World? Dawson ......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8, Brigham, M.D......ccesscsssscoereees 
i9 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern ByMPoSiUM.....e..ccccccsssscteeeee 10 


si" Seo note at head of column, 


THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MAODONALD, HDITOR. k . 


0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER | 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
. Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and- will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE, ` 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S ‘Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 
Ifyou have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 

SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 

publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in mame or in fact. 


^ Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRIOE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with 


notice it in Man.—T. B. Wa 


A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


e. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PBIOE, 20 CENTS, 

The number of heads under which yon hav 
divided the subject matterof the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ”to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 


J.J. McCabe. 
. ‘SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - - 75 Cents. 
@ This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. wy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
leas, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tum TRUTH SEERER OoMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


pout address, and will 
eman. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON, 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and infiuence. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
now suns and worlds comae into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. COPE. 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- | 


velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. EOCLES, 


9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Jamzs A. 8x11- 
TON. 


10, EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.8ipxEX 
Sampson. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis 
G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 
PABSHALL. 


13. EYOLUTION A8 BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWIOK. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 
15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING: OIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
VAGE, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
one cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 Jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 8 ounce coin silver Case. add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450: 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof Case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model ‘Otto Wetisteln " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50 ; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$25. BesT Open-face filled screw case. $27; hinged, 
$30; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style; $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth ; & magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do, heart-shape, 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price and 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to $10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 


rate. 


Liberal Meetings. g 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o’clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East ‘Sth street. Lect. 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited, 


The Newark Liberal League 


| Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 


Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
„Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Beats free anà 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 


ood Bi8., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rateg, 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 ».w., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


—_— aaaaaaaaaaaasammiħįĂ 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M. at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F,Macomsen,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


a ee GREC RE CNDRC AM 
Elizur Wright Secutar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Sec. 


ae a A EEO Sa 
The Walla Walla Libtral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 

hall Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


DE ae ee ee en a 
Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Yollowad 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All Liberals i in- 
vited. F. V. DBAPER, Gor. Beo. aM M 


ea ee NR 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Soctety 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union S8qu 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial Invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hal! 
Fiynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Lond Es 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
&broad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


ee , 
Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, reading% poems, 
music and songs.. A cordial invitaiion is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres. 
pondence solicited. J. L. TaEUTHART, President, 

WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect. 
ures, SOng8, and select reading. Discussion ins 
vited on all subjects. Liberal iiterature distrib- 
uted free. Frark Morse, Bec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Sole Factors and Hzact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, . - 


Is a reguinrly educated 
and legally qualified Phy- 
Bician, and the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his “Prie - 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 

as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application.—4 
POSITIVE CURK. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and Should be in 
the hands of thase afflict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisementa 
from unreliable practiti- 
sners have been frequente 
ly assailcd and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prefes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him." — The National Vietz. 


Address, 


Dr. 


R. P. FELLOWS, 


N:J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he isa reliable gentleman o: 

rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that hehas performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time hig 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanoh Liberal.—TAe Better Way; 


a 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 2, 1890. 


Gen. Jons C. Fremont, the noted Western 
pioneer, is dead. ` 


On the 21st ult. a tornado ravaged Trail 
county, N. D., killing seven persons. 


Tux government of the Argentine Republic 
has been overthrown by a military conspir- 
acy, aud disorder prevails. 


Iv is said that Bismarck will visit the pope, 
the move being due to his wife’s strong 
desire to see and consult him. 


COMMISSIONER Porter is reminded from all 
parts of the country that the errors of his 
enumerators are simply countless. 


Rev. Asner Vernon, of Clarksburg, W. 
Va., has eloped with the wife of Charles 
Echols, both leaving large families. 


Coronapno has had destructiv storms and 
floods. Near Golden a cloudburst struck a 
camping party and drowned three. 


Ow the 22d ult. a tornado near Marshall, 
Minn., demolished three farmhouses and in- 
jured several persons, perhaps fatally. 


On the 26th ult. a tornado devastated South 
Lawrence, Mass., and vicinity, wrecking 
thirty buildings and killing ten persons. : 


Tag potato blight has ravaged large parts 
of Ireland, and the nativs having sent all 
their money to the pope, they are menaced 
by starvation. : 


Braziays received a squadron dispatched 
from our government with enthusiasm as 
bearer of gocd will from what they termed 
“ the mother republic.” 


TRE war between San Salvador and Guate- 
mala is being waged furiously. Each side 
claims victory. The president of Mexico 
says that that country will not interfere. 


Tue destitute striking cloakmakers in New 
York hav done violence to those who filled 
their places. They are being inflamed by 
Anarchists, and police are held ready for 
them. : 


FrrrEEN French Catholic pastors of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, and seven hun- 
dred of their parishioners, recentiy went on 
a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Anne de 
Beaupre, Canada. 


SzoreTary BLAINE hag submitted the Beh- 
ring sea correspondence to Congress. The 


- text of the British ultimatum conveys a clear 


threat. The United States is to be ‘‘ held 
responsible for seizures.” 


In Ohio the Grange, the Alliance, the 
Farmers’ League, the Patrons of Industry, 
and the Farmers’ Mutual Benefit Association 
will carry on a vigorous campaign this fall, 
endeavoring to send farmers’ candidates to 
Congress. 


In England the queen and all classes are 
agitated over the exile of the Second Battalion 
of the Grenadier Guards to ‘foreign service, 
on the 22d ult., as punishment for insubordi- 
nation which was fomented among them by 
Socialiste. 


Carr. Bess. TILLMAN, the gubernatorial 
candidate of the farmers’ party that has grown 
up so remarkably in South Carolina, conducts 
his canvass amid unceasing violence, and it 
is not improbable that he will be killed be- 
fore election. 


Inpiana is exerting herself to crush White 
Caps. Heavy damages hav been given for 
the beating of Marion Kendall, resulting in 
his paralyzation, notwithstanding that his 
offense had been assault of a girl and that the 
White Caps who whipped him were respected 
citizens. 


AT Savannah, Ga., on the 24th ult., three 
lives were lost in the blowing. up of a boarding- 
house, supposedly by a discharged servant. 
On tbe 23d ult. the Grand Union Hotel at 
New York narrowly escaped an incendiary 
fire which is attributed, though without con- 
clusiv proof, to a scrubwoman who had been 
reprimanded. | 


Ar tbe feast of Bt. John the Baptist, patron 
saint of the French Canadians, the procession 
at Montreal, which was two hours in passing, 
was remarkable for the almost entire absence 
of the English flag. In former years the rule 
generally followed was that each society be 
headed by the English ensign and the tri- 
color. : 


AUSTRIAN and German embassadors at 
Constantinople hav declared to the porte 
that such events as the capture by brigands 
of Chief Engineer Gerson and Superintend- 
ent Mejor of the Ismidt & Angora railway 
are too frequent, and that better protection 
must be given foreigners who are devoting 
labor or money to public works in Turkey. 


Tux federal election bill is fomenting much 
trouble. It is extensivly, but not unani- 
mously, proposed in the South to boycott the 
North commercially if the bill passes. Ne- 
groes fear bad usage will ensue to them from 
its enforcement. . Discussion of the measure 
at Magazine Logan, Ark., on the 24th ult.; 
resulted in the killing of Capt. Wm. Elling- 
ton, who was a Union scout, and his son, by 
W. D. MoInturff, a Southern sympathizer. 


News of the Week. E Gems of Thought. 


Conrinencs duriog the years of develop- 
ment rewards itself in health and vigor, both 
of body and of mind. Success in every line 
of endeavor is the reward of reserved strength. 
That strength becomes available in the needs 
of after years, and is the chief basis of that 
love of independence and impatience of 
tyranny found only among mantul and conti- 
nent nations.— Prof. Oswald's Bible of Nature. 


Tuouaa I look old, yet Iam strong and lusty; 
For in my youth I never did apply 

Hot and rebellious liquors in my hlood ; 
Nor did not with unbashful forehead woo 
'The means of weakness and debility : 
Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly.—Shakspere. 


Ir a building is unsafe, it may be torn 
down before the plans of the new edifice are 
wholly completed. If a beacon is false, let it 
be removed, even before the true light-house 
can be built. Ifa belief that God wrote the 
Bible is untrue, and is moreover debasing to 
the intellect, let it be overthrown. If it is 
false that God of his own free will has 
elected some to everlasting life, and left the 
vast multitude of his creatures to suffer end- 
less torment in hell, and if these ideas are 
injurious to both mind and heart, destroy 
them! The sooner the better. The abolition 
of slavery was opposed by good and wise 
men, because freedom would lead to license. 
Did this idea stop the antislavery party? The 
event proved the truth of the objection. The 
ignorant negro became tbe prey of the politi- 
cians who wanted his vote; and, trusting in 
their promis that the government would giv 
to each man forty acres of land and a mule, 
he abandoned himself to the license of lazi- 
ness, which he considered the essence of 
‘‘freedery,” until the inexorable logic of 
hunger and suffering taught him that true 
freedom was liberty to work and do right. 
He soon learned the lesson; and the doubled 
production of the South and its good order 
now prove that freedom is not & curse.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 


Nzw ideas come into this world somewhat 
like falling meteors, with a flash and an 
explosion, and perhaps somebody’s castle- 
roof perforated. To try to polish the stone 
in its descent, to giv it a peculiar turn, and 
make it whistle a tune, perchance, would be 
of no use, if it were possible. Your polish 
stuff turns out not to be meteoric but of this 
earth. However, there is plenty of time, and 
nature is an admirable schoolmistress.— 
Thoreau. 


Fonoz is no impelling God, no entity sepa- 
rate from the material substratum; it is 
inseparable from matter, is one of its eternal 
indwelling properties. A force unconnected 
with matter, hovering loose over matter, is 
an utterly empty conception. In nitrogen, 
carbon, hydrogen, oxgen, in sulphur and 
phosphorus, their several properties hav 
dwelt from all eternity.— Moleschott. 


FUSDAMENTALLY, 88 is readily seen, there 
exists neither force nor matter. Both are 
abstractions of things, such as they are, 
looked at from different standpoints. They 
complete and presuppose each other. Iso- 
lated they are meaningless. Matter is not a 
go-cart, to and from which force, like a 
horse, can be now harnessed, now loosed. A 
particle of iron is and remains exactly the 
same thing, whether it shoot through space 
as a meteoric stone, dash aloog on the tire of 
an engin-wheel, or roll in a blood-corpuscle 
through the veins of a poet. Its properties 
are eternal, unchangeable, untransferable.— 
Dubois. Reymond. 


Nornma in the world authorizes us to 
suppose the existence of forces in and by 
themselvs, without bodies, from which they 
can, go out and on which they work.— 

otta. 


As we can think of no force without a 
material substratum, so we know of no mat. 
ter which is not connected with a number of 
forces.— Z7". Mohr. 


Foroz without matter is not a reality, and 
both by their union hav made the world and 
all its phenomena. Without matter no 
force, without force no phenomenon, also 
without matter no phenomenon.— P. Spiller. 


We know of no matter which does not 
possess force, and on the other hand we 
know of no forces which are not joined to 
matter.— Haeckel. 


To regard matter as passiv, and to suppose 
a force working on it from without, is go 
grave an error that it would not be possible 
to fall into it if inborn and mystical fancies 
did not cloud the mind. Matter and force, 
like form and matter, are no separable enti- 
ties, but different conditions of one and the 
same thing.—F. Vignoli. 


We must hold firmly to the principle that 
matter and force are indivisibly joined to- 
gether, 80 that force without matter has no 
independent existence.—S. Cornelius. 


Ir is apparent that all attempts to isolate 
forces from matter, and vice versa, are only 
one-sided abstractions, depending on the 
notion that force and matter may be found in 


nature as distinct entities, because in speech | 


' they are distinct words.— Weis. 


|BIBLE-WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Prico, $1.. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 
By Joux STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


À Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


` | Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 


lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 
Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, aud not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


Price, - - - - 
_ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES, 
By Rey. Ros’r TAYLOR. 

$1.50. 


SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON, 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians, 


Price, 10 cents, 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By PROF. LIEBRECHT ULICI, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents, 
THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
With Replios 


Price, - - - - 


THE 


A Historical and Critical Review. 
to an Objector 
By GronaE W. Browy, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 
By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


` & Citateur, Par Pigault." 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. Tourxax. 
Price, - - - - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS, 
By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 centa. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by, J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - T0 $2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 
A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisu, 
` Price, ; 4 $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER: 


148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - - 23 centa. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 
. Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 

. tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and  Authoritiés. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations, 


price, $2.50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains, 


By Kersey GRAVES, 
i Price, 35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


For all of the above books address 
THE TROT: 


H SEEKER 


CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. NewYork, 


a t 
Brain and the Bible. 
Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology, 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Pr.face by R, G. INGERSOLL, 
Unanswerahie, Prico, $1. 


Creed of Christendom, 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
By W. R.. GREG. 
Complete-in 1 vol, 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


a. -« 
WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY ? 
By Moszs Hurn (Spir.) aud 
Rev. W. F, Parker (Chris.). 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 
. OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only, 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - z 


Faith and Reason. 


ACOOUNT OF THE 
Christian aud All Prominent Religions Boforo 
and Since Christ. Mxtraet from Sacred 
Books of the Hast. 
By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josepa Simms, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts. — 8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, 34.50. 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the '* Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - A - 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 
AN 


Inquiry into the Claims of Bibiieal Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion, 


By A. H. O'Doxoanux. 
Price, - à - 


$1.50. 


$L 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL SEETOHES AND Essayn. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH, 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp, 12mo; 
260 PP., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
Soiled copies, 50 cts, and 75 cts. 


376pp., Sl. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOTNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegeren's of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cluth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hurt (Spir). 
Price, - - 2 wi. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Prioe, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


lesen Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
e. 
Ss Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
^. By F. R. Marvin. 
Pro . . 5 cents. 


For all of the ab ks address 
or all of the abere ROTH SEEKER CO. 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork, 


15 cents. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., aa Becond-class Matter. 
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Hotes and lippings. 


Tue American Federation of Labor has, 
through its president, issued invitations to an 
international labor congress, to be held in 
Chicago in the year 1898. 


Tue proprietors of three newspapers pub- 


lished on the island of Malta hav been ex- | 


communicated for printing articles against 
the pope and the bishop of Malta. 


Tue Orleans, N. Y., Herald remarks that 
those ' who want religion in the public 


schools seem to be more anxious to introduce ! 


their own theology than to introduce good 
morals.” 


THE pope has authorized the drawings for 
his own sarcophagus for the Church of St. 
Giovanni, to be erected three years after his 
death. It will be of Italian porphyry, and 
cost $25,000. 


Tue growth of the German universities is 


well illustrated by the fact that within thej 


last forty years the number of professorships 
at the Prussia universities has increased fifty- 
three per cent. 


Ir governments derive their powers not! 


from the people but from God, as the Na- 
tional Reformers assert, how comes it that 
the people can and do reform governments? 
How is it that they can avd do take from 
governments powers which they formerly 
held ?—American Sentinel. 


An Edinburgh millionaire has conveyed 


intolerance of which that part of the Rhine 
province is capable. At a meeting which 
was held a few days ago at the house of an 
| eminent lawyer at Dusseldorf, letters were 
read from some of the most eminent authors, 
' poets, and all parts of Germany, advocating 
the erection of such a monument. The em- 
peror himself, orthodox though he is in his 
religious views, is altogether in favor of the 
| monument, and it is to be hoped that this 
time the narrowness of the Dusseldorfer will 
not prevent the erection of the monument,” 


THE idea of applying the name '' corpora- 
tion" to what is commonly called a ohurch, 
;in the case of the Roman: and the Mormon 
i institutions, is a particularly happy one, as 
well as true in every particular. Did it ever 
occur to anyone in whom all the rich proper- 
ties of the corporation in this city are vested ? 
The archbishop forms a corporation of one to 
hold them. They are not the property of the 
laity, who pay for them, but of the poor (?) 
priest. We often hear complaints against 
the assessors for favoring this or that corpo- 
ration by letting it off with a lighter taxa. 
tion than it should, but the Roman corpora- 
tion gets off scot-free.. Is not this a favored 
body corporate? To boldly declaim against 
the injustice of this is, forsooth, bigotry and 
intolerance, but it will be found on a calm, 
| dispassionate investigation that such favors 
to this corporation are the result of bigotry 
and intolerance to the rest of society.—Chi- 
cago Loyal American. 


World's Fair at Chicago is profoundly dis- 


| THE situation of affairs touching the 
l 
1 


£84,459 sterling—nearly half a million dollars couraging to those who desire—as all Ameri- 
—to trustees, himself being one, to advance cans must—that nothing shall stand in the 
the Cause at home and abroad of total absti- | way of the complete success of an enterprise 
nence from liquor, tobacco, and opium, and | involving the honor of the country. There 
for “ disseminating a knowledge of the anti- is a quarrel, having three or more sides to it, 
scriptural character of the church of Rome.” | over the question of site; there is a political 


In Massachusetts an attempt to assault a 
four-year-old child was made a short while 
ago. The criminal went free, because the 
only witness to the dastardly act was the 
assaulted child herself, whose testimony was 
not taken as valid, for the reason that she 
had no conception of the sacredness of an 
oath. 


Or the priests of the Catholic church in 
this country, numbering in all 8,332, 
2,217 or about one-fourth, according to a 
recent report, are members of religious 
Orders. Of this number 637 are Jesuits, 323 
Benedictines, 231 Franciscans, 193 Redemp- 
torists, 96 Dominicans, 82 Capuchins, the 
remainder being divided among nineteen 
other religious orders. 


Bismarok said in a late interview that he 
differed with the emperor on the question of 
Socialism. The emperor had decided to try 
to induce the Socialists to maintain a peace- 
ful attitude by means of concessions, but he 
(Bigmarck) believed in fighting them as 
blackmailers. The sooner they were defied 
the better. The time would come, he said, 
when Socialism would be found to be a mili- 
tary question, and in place of the present 
mild state of siege there would be a univer- 
sal state of war. d 


Tue Christian Guide, published in Boston, 
by Rev. J. B. Daly, a converted priest, says : 
** Bishop Doane, in an article on the school 
question, remarks that ‘separate schools for 
Protestants and Romanists are allowed in 
England and Holland.’ Well, that is a very 
good reason why we do not want separate 
schools in the United States. Separate 
schools would necessarily be religious; and 
the United States could not support such 
schools, for the most prominent feature of 
our government is the separation of church 
and state." 


Tur Pall Mall Gazette, referring to the re- 
vival of the proposal to erect a monument to 
Heine, the eminent Freethinking - poet, in 
Dusseldorf, his nativ town, says: '' When 
the project was first started some two or 
three years ago it was opposed by the ortho- 


dox party of the district with all the religious! 


| wrangle between the city authorities and the 
fair managers and the politicians opposed to 
‘the city authorities; there is grave doubt as 
to financial possibilities; railroad interests 
and property owners’ interests and specula- 
‘tors’ interests interfere embarrassingly at 
‘every point; the Sunday question has been 
| raised, and now the legislativ special session 
called to provide for the fair is threatened 
with invasion by all the antagonistic forces. 
Meanwhile the board of agriculture has be- 
come dissatisfied, and threatens to withdraw 
agricultural support entirely if its wishes are 
, not gratifled in the matter of site. 


| Hap the dreadful disaster which befell on 
Lake.Pepin a week ago Sunday happened a 
. generation earlier, what warnings would hav 
come from pulpit and press on the conse- 
quences of breaking the Sabbath! It would 
,hav been a clear case in which God had 
j unmistakably stricken in his wrath the wicked 
people who had presumed to break his holy 
law. We hav notas yet an opportunity to 
see, but we doubt if we shall be permitted to 
‘see & Single instance in which the dreadful 
| event wil be turned into a warning. The 
change in this regard that has come over the 
, public mind is so widespread and deep that 
the smallest of sectarian zealots are compelled 
to abate the zeal that never was according to 
knowledge. Once the plague, cholera, and 
| even minor forms of pestilence were regarded 
as tokens of God's wrath upon a sinful 
world. Now they are seen to hav their occa- 
i sions in climatic and sanitary conditions in 
which human sinfulness is hardly so much a 
factor.—Christian Leader. 


Opponents of the federal election bill im- 
pute various motivs to its promoters, 
according to the opponents’ own views and 
opinions. The particular view taken by the 
official organ of the Farmers’ Alliance is this : 
* Just what effect the federal election bill 
that recently passed the House will hav, or to 
whatextentit will reopen sectional hostilities, 

iis diffüeult to determin at this time. The 
; source from which this bill emanated—New 
' England—is positiv proof that it is intended 
| to provoke disturbances, breed riots, and pre- 
| pare the way for further acts of repression. 


If this scheme is successful, sectionalism, 
with all that term implies, wil again curse 
the people of the South and West, and the 
East will, as usual, fatten and thrive in con- 
sequence. It is to be hoped that the organ- 
ized wealth producers of either section will 
resist all Buch efforts, and refuse to be made 
a tool by monopoly and greed to the extent 
of again falling into a pit prepared expressly 
for them by the wily politicians and money 
owners.” 

No other country on the globe is so deter- 
mined an advocate of compulsory common- 
school education as is Prussia. The govern- 
ment there has recently promulgated a new 
school law which will go into force the first 
of October of this year. Each and every 
child is compelled by the law to attend the 
public schools from the completion of his 
sixth to the completion of his fourteenth year, 
and this is not for a few consecutiv weeks or 
months, but for the whole year. By agree- 
ment between parents and school authorities, 
entrance and departure from the schools may 
take place a few months earlier or later than 
the legal age. Unless excused for good 
reasons, satisfactory to the local authorities, 
the absence of one day is punished by a fine 
of from ten pfennigs (23 cents) to 1 mark 
(24 cents), or by imprisonment of the parents 
from 8 to 24 hours. In certain cases the 
parents can be compelled to work out this 
fine. Employers who permit children to 
work for them during school hours are fined 
as high as 100 marks or are imprisoned 14 
days. 

Tux ministry of public education of Russia 
has issued new rules and regulations for the 
conduct of free public libraries, established 
by churches, communities, literary societies, 
or private citizens. Among them are the 
folowing: Every such library must stand 
under the direct supervision of a committee 
appointed by the civil, religious, and educa- 
tional authorities of the place. A catalog of 
books and periodicals allowed to be circu- 
lated in such libraries will be issued annually 
by a commission appointed by the ministry 
of popular education and the holy synod. 
The local committee shall hav the power to 


close the library and to confiscate the books - 
a8 800n 88 they discover any departure from ; 


the new rules. No book of a religious tend- 
ency beside that of the ‘‘ Orthodox church,” 
and no book on history, social philosophy, 
or descriptiv foreign life, save those that are 
approved of by both the general and the 
religious censors, should be contained in the 
catalogs of the free public libraries. The 
managers of a library desiring to purchase 
new books must make out a list of those 
books and present it for approval to the local 
committee, and, having obtained their ap- 
proval, the list must be submitted to the high- 
est government official of the place, without 
whose sanction the purchase cannot be 
made.—Sun. 


‘“‘Tpo not go to the extent of some scien- 
tists,” said a distinguished student of the 
animal kingdom recently, ‘‘in the opinion 
that a time will ever come when the lower 
animals will possess the power of speech, but 
I firmly believe that in a few generations cer- 
tain of these animals will advance to à won- 
derful degree in the matter of intelligence. 
Experiments hav been already made in Eng- 
land which demonstrate that some of them 
are capable of almost everything except the 
power to speak. Shepherd dogs hav been 
taught to count, and, at the order of their 
master, will bring back a certain number of 
sheep from the pasture, if credence is to be 
placed in the reports which hav been made 
from time to time within the last few years, 
and which bear the stamp of authenticity. In 
order that the education of animals—like 
cats, dogs, and horses, which hav already 
shown a certain degree of mentality—may be 
brought to the highest state of perfection it is 
necessary that the more intelligent of those 
brutes should be kept apart from others of 
their kind, and should be interbred, while 


their offspring should be treated in the same į 


way. . A horse-trainer of national renown 
told me not long ago that he had been work- 
ing on that theory for many years, and that 
he found the offspring of trick horses were 
much more easily taught than those which 
came from animals never trained in the 
ring.” 


Iw the earlier times the virtues of the 
church were brought into actual and prac- 
tical use. *In the days when the church 
authorized and traded in mystic devices a 
rusty medal demolished the measles, a mys- 
terious-looking piece: of old parchment 
banished pain; a mysterious maneuver of 
the hand so terrified a full-grown tumor that 
it immediately disappeared, and not infre- 
quently would a pocketful of dirt from 
authoritativ quarters occasion considerable 
annoyance to his satanic majesty. The fol- 
lowing are specimens of an art which fiour- 
ished in the early history of the church, and 
which is unfortunately not entirely extinct in 
our enlightened day. The amulet repre- 
sented an early and approved device for con- 
taining distinct virtues; in addition there 
were numerous forms and kinds of recep- 
tacles for bottled virtue. Even small quanti- 
ties of bread which had been consecrated in 
the sacrament of the eucharist were worn by 
the living and buried with the dead as 
a defense against evil spirits; dirt and dust 
from the holy land always commanded a 
stiff price in the market, being an infallible 
panacea against certain evils; crosses, pas- 
sages of scripture, relics of the martyrs, 
images of the saints, and a multitude of other 
things were worn by the people as prevent- 
ivs against disease, danger, and witchcraft. 
There were special charms for certain dis- 
eases and accidents, from being wounded in 
battle and for arresting hemorrhages.— Pitts. 
burgh Press. 


Crviuzgp Europe is shocked at the receipt 
of the full details of the new Russian perse- 
cution of the Jews. The Russian edicts are 
of the most cruel character. The first edict 
says: ‘‘No Jew is any longer permitted to 
own or even farm land." All Jewish land- 
owners, farmers, and agricultural laborers 
are thus expelled from their village homes. 
Unless they hav saved means enough for 
their sustenance they will be reduced to beg- 
gary. To intensify the severity of this edict, 
the government officers hav included hun- 
dreds of small towns in the category of coun- 
try villages, and expelled Jews from them by 
tens of thousands, who will thus be rendered 
homeless. 'These laws, known as the May 
laws, were promulgated in 1882, but never 
enforced until now. The second edict pro- . 
vides that all Jews, numbering many thou- 
sand families, settled outside the sixteen 
specified counties shall be expelled. An 
equally large number of the artisan class will 
be rendered homeless by the enforcement. 
The third edict withdraws permission for 
them to reside outside these sixteen counties. 
All Jews are precluded by the fourth edict 
from holding mining shares or connecting 
themselvs in any way with the mining indus- 
try, and the fifth still further restricts their 
participating in the educational advantages. 
The sixth edict imposes upon the Jewish 
students another disability by closing the 
legal profession against them, while the sev- 
enth edict excludes them from the engineer- 
ing, naval, and medical professions and from 
all government offices. The cruel part of 
these prohibitions is that an enormous pro- 
portion of the Jewish population are skilled 
agriculturists, artisans, and professional men, 
who were all adding largely to the wealth of 
the empire. All these will now be ruined. 
It is estimated that nearly a million people 
wil be expelled from their homes under 
these most tyrannical and reactionary new 
laws. Only one object can be contemplated 
by the instigators of the persecution, namely, 
the total extermination of the four million 
Jewsin Russia. 'The Holy Orthodox church 
of that land is determined that no dissenters 
Shall continue where they present to her 
flocks a living contradiction of her doctrins. 
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Communications. 


The French Revolution: Its Causes and Influ- 
ences. 


This great Gallic revolt of the eighteenth century 
must possess a charming interest to the lover of civil 
and mental liberty. In it the two greatest curses of 
humanity, kingoraft and priesteraft, received their 
deathblow. The evils and corruptions of centuries 
were revenged in one terrible conflict which drenched 
Europe in blood, and which pulled down and built 

. up kingdoms. It obliterated the last vestiges of the 
Middle Ages. Now for the last time did an emperor 
wear upon his head the crown of the Cæsars, and 
never since the days of Charlemagne was Europe so 
completely under the sway of one man’s power. 

The world is beginning to see that such national 
outbreaks sre not the result of the new ideas or 
fanatical enthusiasm of the age in which they reach 
their culminating point. Philosophy and reason 
teach us that such insurrections hav their causes 
deeply imbedded in the centuries of national history. 
Like the causes of the late civil war in our own coun- 
try, the causes of the French Revolution date back 
into the earliest history of the country. Through 
the years that intervened the blue sky of peace was 
darkened, and suddenly the cloud of accumulated 
tyranny and corruption burst with s clap of thunder, 
destroying much itia true, but as the winter gale 
scatters the withered leaves of autumn upon the 
ground, preparing the tree for the blossoming buds 
of spring-time. For two centuries the wealth and 
prosperity of the Frenci nation, like the great rock 
of Niagara Falls, had been slowly, but terribly worn 
away by the flood of profligacy and corruption that 
characterized its rulers, both spiritus! and temporal. 
The magnificent achievements of Richelieu and Col- 
bert, the two ministers who were the glories of the 
ages in which thoy lived, were not emulated by their 
successors. The French people did not “add by 
their own toil to the acquisitions of their ancestors,” 
and national degeneracy was the result. 

In the ages just preceding the great event of 
which we are speaking there were three distinct 
classes of psople in France—the clergy, the nobility, 
and the commons. The customs of the middle 
ages, which lingered So long in France, made the 
latter olas dependent upon the two former. Medi- 
eval influences did not gradually subside, and civil 
liberty grow from their ruins, as was the case in Eng- 
land. Buckle says this was because the French 
people looked upon their government with a super- 
stitious reverence, and slways forbore to assail it, 
however corrupt or tyrannical. Thus, as the same 
great author says, France did not follow the example 
of other nations, who preserved an equilibrium by 
reforming their government as they diwinished their 
superstition. 

It was the duty of the king to tell the people what 
to do, and of the priest to tell them what to believe, 
and of the people to submit to both without a mur- 
mur. 

One-fifth of all the lands belonged to the king, 
one-fifth to the clergy, and one-fifth to the nobility. 
Thus three-fifths of the real estate of the kingdom, 
and that by far the most valuable, was in possession 
of the privileged classes. 

Not only were the people almost wholly exempt 
from land-holding, but they were compelled to pay 
the taxes upon the property of the clergy and no- 
bility, who paid no tax whatever. Here is a lesson 
for our own country af the present day: The prac- 
tice of exempting from just taxation the property of 
a favored few, either political or religious, then 
allowing them to accumulate wealth at the expense 
of the community at large, will at one day end in 
disaster to the nation. Those on whom the load is 
piled will groan under the burden and throw it upon 
the ground. The brawny sons of toil, already 
oppressed by heavy taxation, will refuse to support 
8 million-dollar cathedral dedicated to the service of 
superstition, and a class of idlers and deadheads. 
Let our legislators who are afraid to denounce this 
growing evil for fear of offending Mother Grundy, 
whose irflaenee alone supports the monstrous mo- 
nopoly, look back upon the sunny fields of France 
and prefit by her experience. 

These privileged classes plunged the country into 
useless wars, which ran the government deeply in 
debt, thus increasing the rate of taxation. Money 
was not only required for war, but the government 
strutted in almost oriental magnificence, and this, 
too, came from the hard earnings of the people. The 
nation was becoming poorer and poorer, and its 
rulers corrupter than ever. The deluge, predicted 
by Louis XIV., seemed near at hand. 

We hav, however, been looking at but one side of 
the picture. We hav but noticed the imbecility and 
corruption info which the state of France had sunk. 
Strange to say, at this time the intellect began to 

exert itself as never before. A school cf philoso. 
phers arose, who began to question the very founda- 
tion upon which society and government were 
founded, and to investigate the claims upon which 
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the church and state held the masses in bondage. 

At the head of these stood the great philosopher 
and grand intellectus! monument of the eighteenth 
century—Voltaire. Next to him stood D'Alembert 
and Diderot. Among the others was Rousseau, Tur- 
got, and Helvetius. These great thinkers had their 
thoughts published together in a work of thirty- 
seven volumes, called the “ Eiacyclopedie Francaise.” 

This work may well be called the text-book of the 
conflict, as it pointed out the grievances under which 
the people were bending, arousing them to demand 
a new order of things. In it priestorafi and king- 
craft saw their doom, and both did all they could to 
suppress it, but to no avail. The masses could no 
longer be soothed by royal flattery or priestly hypoc- 
risy. They were now conscious of their wrongs, 
and nothing could direst their attention to anything 
alse. Another powerful influence at work on the 
French mind was tbe American revolution. The 
presence of Benjamin Franklin at the court of Ver- 
sailles created the greatest enthusiasm for the cause 
of liberty. 

This enthusiasm soon found a cause for demon- 
stration. One evening Franklin and Voltaire went 
together to the theater, and after the play was over 
they were called upon the stage. The audience, 
with heartfelt gratitude for the good these two great 
men had sccomplished for humanity, when they saw 
the sages of the Old World and the New embrace 
each other, shouted from the top of their voices, 
“Solon and Socrates.” The great Voltaire died 
shortly after this, little thinking of the mighty con- 
flict that was soon to thunder above his grave. 

The cloud thst had been gathering for centuries 
was becoming denser and denser. The crops had 
failed and the starving multitude wera raving for 
bread. The nation was drowned indebt. The exirava- 
£auces of ages hed made it insolvent. King Louis 
XVI, while he was of s kind and generous disposi- 
tion, was weak and effeminate, and with little power 
of resolution, both of which qualities were greatly 
needed in such a crisis. Not knowing what to do, 
he called together the house of deputies, or French 
parliament, to see what action they would take. 
This assembly consisted of three orders, represent- 
ing the three classes of people—the commons, con- 
sisting of the representativs of the people; the 
clergy, composed of the dignitaries of the church ; 
and the nobles, representing the aristocracy of the 
kingdom. The principal reason for calling these 
men together was to consider the finanees of the 
kingdom, which were now in their worst condition. 

On the second day of the session the firat disagree- 
ment began. The nobles and clergy saw that they 
stood no chance in the house of deputies, as the com- 
mons then outnumbered them two to one, and could 
thus defeat any of their plans. 

Thereupon the two privileged orders retired to 
an opposit chamber. Nəgotiations between the two 
parties began, and were continued for five weeks, 
but no conclusion could be resched. The commons 
then declared themselvs the only legal assembly in 
France. They all took an oath not to adjourn until 
they had adopted a constitution for their oppressed 
country. 

The king, amszed at this, sent a messenger, who 
ordered them to disperse, when Mirabeau, their 
president, called the ‘“Shakepsre of oratory,” 
dashed to his feet, his large dark eyes flashing 
as lightning, and in a voice of thunder ‘said 
to the embassador, “Yes, monsieur, we hav heard 
what the king has advised you to say, but you ean 
not be the interpreter of his orders to the states- 
general: You-hav neither place or right of speech 
here. You are not the man fo remind us of it. 
Go, slave, and tell those who sent you that we are 
here by the will of the people, and that nothing but 
bayonets can drive us hence.” 

All Europe was paralyzed by these words. For 
the first time the authority of the crown was openly 
defied, and the representative cf the people in con- 
trol of the government, daring all opposition. The 
king, persuaded by the nobles and clergy, orders 
troops in the vicinity of Versailles. These forces 
were composed chiefly of Swiss and German mer- 
cenaries, who had no sympathy with the popular 
opinions. The thought of these foreign hirelings 
being brought in to cut down the liberties of the 
people, instead of intimidating them only enraged 
them the more. Finally, at a large gathering 
of the people in one of the parks of the city, Camille 
Desmoulins jumped on one of the wine tables, and 
cried out, “Citizens! there is not a moment to lose; 
the removal of Neckar is a tocsin for a St. Bar- 
tholomew of the patriots. This evening all the 
Swiss and German guards are coming out of the 
Camp-de-Mars to slaughter us. There remains for us 
but one recourse; let us rush to arms!” The cloud 
had broken. Tyrants all over the world trembled for 
their thrones. This waa especially true in England, 
where the progress of liberty was swiftly advancing. 
Laws against the freedom of the press and the 
liberty of speech were rigidly enforced. Edmund 
Burke, being a pensioner, and knowing that the 
downfall of royalty would end in his own downfall, 
wrote a pamphlet denouncing the French Revolution 


in all its bearings. Thomas Paine replied to him in 
one of his greatest works, “The Rights of Man.” 
Paine had weil said, ‘‘ Where there is no liberty, there 
is my country.” i 

His reply to Burke is one of the grandest appeals 
ever made by man for his fellow-men in distress. 
Yet for writing it, he was banished from England 
and compelled to flee to France. In this country its 
influence ‘was keenly felt. The Republican party, 
with Thomas Jefferson at its head, remembering the 
aid given by the warm-hearted Frenchman during 
our own great struggle for liberty, expressed warm 
sympathy with their French brethren, while the con- 
servativ, or federal party, thought the United States 
ought to take no part in foreign affairs. Much bit- 
terness of feeling existed betwoen the parties because 
of this difference. 

Let us pause and observe the effect this conflict 
had upon the world. All the abuses mentioned in the 
former part of this paper were obliterated. Von 
Sybel, in his “History of the French Revolution,” 
says: “Serfdom, feudal jurisdiction, manorial ground 
rents, tithes, game laws, saleable offices, clerical fees, 
robing dues, municipal and provincial privileges of 
rank, exemption from taxes, plurality of offices and 
livings, were all swept away in one night. Many 
things the assembly did that one night which were 
of little moment, but there were advantages gained 
that night which were eternal—freedom of labor, 
equality before the law, and the unity of the state.” 

The terrible excesses to which the French Revolu- 
tion was carried hav attracted the attention of all 
who hav written upon the subject. Oharles Watts, 
the Secular Cicero, has giver. three reasons for these, 
in his excellent pamphlet, “The Ilorrors of the 
French Revolution: Their Causes" “1. The per- 
sistent alliance of the church and priesteraft with the 
political and social corruptions of the time. 2. The 
fever of despair into which the crown, the aristocracy, 
and the clergy had driven the people. 3. The inter- 
ference of the allied European powers in the inter- 
nal affairs -of the French people by a threatened 
uncsiled-for and remorseless invasion of their 
territory.” 

Alison says: “France would hav done less at the 
Revolution had she done more before it. She would 
not so mercilessly hav wielded the sword to govern, 
if she had not so long been governed by the sword ; 
nor could she hav sunk for years under the guillotin 
cf the populace had she not groaned for centuries 
under the fetters of the nobility.” . 

In the same strain Thomas Carlyle speaks: “Fancy, 
then, some five full-grown millions of such quaint 
figures, with haggard faces and woolen jupes, with 
copper-studded leather girths and thigh sabots, start- 
ing up to ask their whitewashed upper classes virtu- 
ally this question: How hav ye treated us? How 
hav ye taught us, fed us, and led us while we toiled 
for you? The answer can be read in the flames over 
the nightly skies. This is the feeding we had of you 
—emptiness of pocket, of stomach, of head, of heart. 
Behold, there is. nothing in us—nothing but what 
nature givs her wild children of the desert—ferocity 
of appetite, strength grounded on hunger. Did 
you mark among the rights of men that man was not: 
to die of starvation while there was bread reaped by: 
him? It is among the mights of men." 

We know that revolutions sometimes briog ag 
many evils as they take away, but they are the only 
cure for centuries of misgovernment. The evils they 
bring last only for a time, but the evils they obliter- 
ate and the reforms they leave are, as one historian 
has said, eternal. FRANKLIN Sterner. 

Lowa. 

it — 
Immortal or Not? 

To rae Error or Tue Trova Szexer, Sir: As the 
subject of personal immortality is still up in your 
hospitable columns, and is roi likely soon to be 
downed by anybody’s bidding, will you please allow 
room for a little of Thoreau’s thought upon it ? 

The occasion was as follows: The brig St. John, 
laden with emigrants from Galway, Ireland, waa 
wrecked off Cohasset, Mass., Sunday, Oct. 7, 1849. 
Mr. Thoreau left Coneord for Cape Cod the next 
Tuesday, and hearing at Boston of the catastrophe, 
concluded to go by the way of Cohasset. The fol. 
lowing are some of his reflections: 


Why care for these dead bodies? They really hav no 
friends but the worms and fishes. Their owners were com- 
ing to the new world as Columbus and the Pilgrims did. 
They were within a mile of its shores, but before they could 
reach them they emigrated to a newer world than ever 
Columbus dreamed of, yet one of whose existence there is 
far more universal and convincing evidence—though it has 
not yet been discovered by science—than Columbus had of 
this; not merely mariner’s tales and some paltry drift-wood 
and sea-weed, but a continual drift and instinct to all our 
shores. I saw their empty hulks that came to lund; but 
they themselvs, meanwhile, were cast upon some shore yet 
farther west, toward which we are all tending, and which 
we shall reach at last, it may be through storm and dark- 
ness as they did. No doubt we [they ?] hav reason to thank 
God that they hav not been shipwrecked into life again. 

The mariner who makes the safest port in heaven, per- 
chance, seems to his friends on earth to be shipwrecked, for 
they deem Boston harbor the better place; though, perhaps, 
invisible to them, a skilful pilot comes to meet him, and the 
fairest and balmiest gales blow off that coast, while his good 
ship makes the land in halcyon days, and he kissea the shore 
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in rapture there while his old hulk tosses in the surf here. | 


It is hard to part with one's body, but no doubt it is easy 
enough to do without it when once it is gone. All their 
plans and hopes burst like a bubble. Infants by the score 

ashed upon the rooks by the enraged Atlantic.. No, no! 
If the 8t. John did not make her port here, she has been 
telegrapbed there. The strongest wind cannot stagger a 
spirit. It is a.spirits breath. A just man's purpose cannot 
be split on any grampus or material rock, but itself will split 
rocks till it succeeds, 


Rochester, Mich. A Supsorzeer. 


Satan. 


The eminent Italian poet Carducci is the subject 
of an article in Harper's Magazine, which contains 
a translation of the poet’s “Hymn to Satan,” the 
issue of which infuriated the orthodox. This stirring 
poem, in which Satan is to be understood as typifying 
the natural energies of affection and reason which 
are antagonistic to the Christian asceticism and un- 
reason, we here reproduce: 


To thee my verses, Showest the lightning-flash 
Unbridled and daring, Of the new time * 
Shall mount, O Satan, Shining behind the dark 
King of the banquet. Bars of the cloister. 


Away with thy sprinkling, 
O priest, and thy droning, 
For never shall Satan, 

O priest, stand behind thee. 


See how the rust is 
Gnawing the mystical 
Sword of St. Michael ; 
And how the faithful 


Wird plucked archangel 
Falls into emptiness! 
Frozen the thunder in . 
Hand of Jehovah. 


Like to pale meteors, or 
Planets exhausted, 

Out of the firmament 
Rain down the angels. 


Seeking to fly from thee 
Here in the world. life 

Hides him the gloomy monk 
In Theban deserts. 


Oh, soul that wanderest 
Far from the straight way, 
Satan is merciful. 

See Héloisa, 


In vain you wear yourself 
Thin in rough gown; I 
Still murmur the verses 
Of Maro and Flaccus 


Amid the Davidic 
Psalming and wailing; 
And—Delphic figures 
Close to thy side— 


Rosy, amid the dark 
Cowls of the friars, 
Enters Licorida, 
Enters Glicera. 


Here in the matter 
Which never sleeps, 
King of phenomena, 
King of ali forms, 


Thou, Satan, livest! 
Thine is the empire 
Felt in the dark eyes’ 
Tremulous flashing, 


Then other images 

Of days more fair 
Come to dwell with thee 
In thy secret cell. 


Whether their languishing 
Glances resist, or, 
G.ittering and tearful, they 
Call and invite. 


Lo! from the pages of 
L vy, the tribunes 

Ail ardent. the consuls, 
The crowds tumultuous, 


How shine the clusters 
With happy blood, 

So that the furious 
Joy may not perish! 


So that the languishing 
Love be restored, 

And sorrow be banished 
And love be increased! 


Thy breath, O Satan! 
My verses inspires 
When from my bosom 
The gods I defy 


Of kings pontifical, 

Of kings inhuman : 

Thine is the lightning that 
Sets minds to shaking. 


For thee Arimanne, Under his stole, see, 
Adonis, Astarte ; Fighting and preaching, 
For thee lived the marbles Brother Girolamo 

The pictures,the parchments, Savonarola. 


When the fair Venus Off goes the tunic 
Anaidomene Of Martin Luther ; 

Blessed the Jonian Off go the fetters 

Heavens serene. That bound human thought. 


For thee were roaring the It flashes and lightens, 
Forests of Lebanon, Girdled with flame. 
Of the fair Cyprian Matter, exalt thyself ! 
Lover reborn ; Satan has won! 


For thee rose the chorus, A fair and terrible 
For thee raved the dances, Monster unchained 
For thee the pure shining . Courses the oceans, 
Loves of the virgins, Courses the earth ; 


Under the sweet-odored 
Palms of Idume, 

Where break in white foam 
The Cyprian waves. 


What if the barbarous 
Nazarene fury, 

Fed by the base rites 
Of secret feastings, 


Lights sacred torches 
To burn down the temples, 
Scattering abroad the 
Scrolls hieroglyphic ? 


In thee find refuge | 

The humble-roofed plebs, 
Who bav not forgotten 

The gods of their household. 


Thence comes the power, 
Fervid and loving, that, 
Filling the quick-throbbing 
Bosom of woman, 


Turns to the succor 

Of Nature enfeebled, 

A sorceress pallid, 
With endless care laden. 


Thou to the trance-holden 
Eye of the alchemist, 
Thou to the View of the 
Bigoted mago, 


Awake; and the fantastic 
Pride of Dalian 

Drives thee, O monk, 

Up to the capitol; 


And you, whom the flaming 
Pyre never melted. 
Conjuriag voices, 

Wiclif and Huss, 


Send to the broad breeze 
The cry of the watchman: 
** The age renews itself ; 
Full is the time !” 


Already tremble 

The miters and crowns. 
Forth from the cloister 
Moves the rebellion. 


Flashing and smoking, 
Like the volcanoes, he 
Climbs over mountains, 
Ravages plains, 


Skims the abysses ; 
Then he is lost 

In unknown caverns 
And ways profound. 


Till lo! unconquered, 
From shore to shore, 
Like to the whirlwind 
He sends forth his cry. 


Like to the whirlwind 
Spreading i's wings 
He passes, O people, 
Satan the great! 


Hail to thee, Satan ! 
Hail, the Rebellion ! 
Hail, of the reason the 
Great Vindicator! 


Sacred to thee shall rise 
Incense and vows! 

Thou hast the God 

Of the priests disenthroned! 


Bibles, Ancient and Modern, 


To tan Evrror or Tux 


Bible is always quoted by the clergy as having been 
a power in the elevation of woman. Is this so? 
After much reading of it Iam forced to take an 
opposit view. Į hav been surprised and astonished 
in numberless places in the “good” book by its 
seeming low estimate and unfair treatment of the 
female character. In order to show it more clearly, 
I shall place in two columns, side by side, the seventh 


chapter of Proverbs, and 
painted by myself. 


by the Jewish king. 


PROVERBS, OHAPTER VII. 


1. My son, keep my words, 
lay up my commandments 
with thee... 

3. Keep my command- 
ments, and liv; and my law 
as the apple of thine eye. 

8. Bind them upon thy 
fingers. write them upon the 
table of thine heart. 


- 4. Bay unto wisdom, Thon 
art my sister; and call under- 
standing thy kinswoman. 

5. That they may keep thee 
from the strange woman, 
from the stranger which flat- 
tereth with her words. 

6. For at the window of 
my house I looked through 
my casement, 

7. And behold among the 
simple ones, I discerned 
among the youths a young 
man void of understanding. 

8. Passing through the 
street near her corner; and 
he went the way to her 
house, 

9. In the twilight, in the 
evening, in the black and 
dark night: 

10. And, behold, there met 
him a woman with the attire 
of a harlot, and subtle of 
heart. 

11. (She is loud and stub. 
born; her feet abide not in 
her house: 


12. Now she is without, 
now in the streets, and lieth 
at every corner.) 


18. So she caught him, and 
kissed him, and with an im- 
pudent face said unto him, 


14. I hav peace onerings 
with me; this day hav I paid 
my vows. 

15. Therefore came 1 forth 
to meet thee, diligently to 


| seek thy face, and I hav found 


thee. 

16. I hav decked my bed 
with coverings of tapestry, 
with carved works, with fine 
linen of Egypt. 

17. I hav perfumed my bed 
with myrrh, aloes, and cinna- 
mon. 


18. Come let us take our 
fill of love until the morning; 
let us solace ourselvs with 
loves. 

19. For the goodman is not 
at home, he is gone a long 
journey : 


20. He hath taken a bag of 
money with him and will 
come home at the day ap- 
pointed. 

21. With her much fair 
speech she caused him to 
yield, with the flattering of 
her lips she forced him. 

22. He goeth after her 
straightway as an ox goeth 
to the slaughter, or as a fool 


to the correction of the 
stocks ; 
23. Till a dart strike 


through his liver as a bird 
hasteth to the snare, and 
knoweth not that it is for his. 
life, ] 

24. Hearken unto me now 
therefore, O ye children, and 
attend to the words of my 
mouth. 

25. Let not thine heart de- 
cline to her ways, go not 
astray in her paths. 


26. For she hath cast down 
many wounded; yea, many 
strong men hav been slain by 
her. 

27. Her house is the way to 
hell, going down to the 
chambers of death. 


à Now, I do not pretend to the 
wisdom of Solomon, but I do claim in this imitation 
a more truthful picture of human life than is given 


Liberal John Adams. 


To rae Enrror or Tar Taura Serxer, Sir: I find 
in the New American COyciopedia, in the article 
John Adams, a passage that may be of seasonable 
interest to most of your readers. Adams was born 
Ost. 19, 1735, just one century, lacking four months 
and one dag, before the writer of these lines. His 
father was a deacon of the church, a seleetman, and 
a farmer of limited means, but to agriculture he 
added the business of shoemaking. John, who was 
the eldest son, thus obtained meavs to acquire an 
education, and was graduated at Harvard College in 
1755. His first ocoupation sfier graduating was to 
teach the grammar school in Worcester, Mass. This 
avocation was 80 uncongenial to his mind that, in 
order to gain relief, he began, in addition, the study 
of the law. He had thought seriously of the clerical 
profession, but, as he himself expressed it, “ the fright- 
ful engins of ecclesiastical councils, of diabolical 
'| malice and Oalvinistic good nature, had terrified him 
out of it.” In short, he took his own measure—the 


Truta Seeker, Sir: The 


then the reverse picture 


IMITATION. 


1. My daughter, keep my 
words, and lay up my com- 
mandments with thee. 


2. Keep my commands, and 


liv; and my law as the apple 
of thine eye. 


3. Regard them as the sal- 
vation of thy soul, write 
them on the tablet of thy 
heart. 

4, Bay unto wisdom, Thou 
art my sister; and call under- 
standing thy mother. 

5. That they may keep 
thee from the adulterous man, 
»nd from the lecher which 
flattereth with his words. 

6. For at the side of my 
house I looked through the 
curtained window, 

7. And behold among the 
simple ones, I discerned a 
young woman void of under- 
standing. : 

8. Passing through the 
Street near his corner; and on 
her way he enticed her to his 
house. f 

9. In the twilight, in the 
evening, in the b!ack and 
dark night. 

10. And behold there met 
her & man dressed in gaudy 
attire, and black of heart, 


11. He is froward and entic- 
ing, his feet make many steps 
to catch the simple and unde- 
filed. j 

12. Now is he without, 
now in the street, and lieth 
in wait at every corner, 
that with his much fair speech 
he may cause her to yield. 

18. So he caught her and 
frowardly kissed her, and 
with devilish impudence said 
unto her, 

14. This day will I make 
my spoken words true; this 
day will I pay my vows. 

15. Therefore came I forth 
-to meet thee, diligently to 
seek thy face, and I hav 
found thee. : 

16. A lie told out of the 
blackness of his heart, words 
fitted to apply to any other 
woman as well. 

17. My house is decked 
with coverings of tapestry, 
with carved works, carved 
by the cunning artists of 
India. 

18. My beds are of fine 
linen redolent with the per- 
fumes of Syria and Lebanon. 


19. Come let us take our 
fill of love until the morning ; 
let us solace ourselvs with 
loves. 

90. For thy father is not at 
home; thy mother hath gone 
a long journey, even to the 
grave, who can say whither? 

21. With his much fair 
speech he caused her to yield, 
with the flattering of his lips 
he enticed her. 

22. She goeth after him 
straightway as a bird to the 
snare of the fowler, or as a 
fool to the correction of the 
stocks. 

98. Till a dart strike 
through her liver even as the 
bird hasteth to the snare and 
knoweth not it is for its life. 


94. Hearken unto me now, 
therefore, O ye women, and 
attend to the words of my 
mouth. 

25. Let not thine heart in- 
cline to his ways; do not be 
led astray by walking in his 
paths. . 

26. For he hath cast down 
many virtuous women; yea, 
‘many glorious daughters hav 
‘been slain by him. 

27. His devious paths lead 
down to hell, his devices 
overflow the chambers of 
death. 


RELIGIEUSE. 


measure of his true manhood—snd discovered that 
|he was decidedly too large to occupy the sacred 
rostrum. I shall not occupy space to recapitulate 
all the events that culminated in making him the 
second president of the United States; for my pres- 
ent purpose is to giv as briefly as I can the passage 
to which I referred, which, it seems to me, especially 
in view of the time and circumstances, exhibits him 
as having a decidedly heterodox, not to say skeptical, 
basis. 
which he continued to feel a great interest was 
theology. He had begun an Arminian, and the more 
he had read and thought, and the older he grew, 
the freer views he took.” 


The cyclopedist says: “Another subject on 


Though clinging with tenacity to the religious in- 


stitutions of New England, it would seem from his 
correspondence that he had fiaally curtailed his 
theology to the Ten Commandments and the Sermon 
on the Mount. 


OŁ his views on this point, he gave 
evidence in his last public act, to which we now ap- 
proach. Mrs. Adams had died in 1818, but even 
that shock, severe as it was, did not unsettle the 
firm grasp of her husband on life, its enjoyments 
andits duties. When in consequence of the erection 
of the district of Maine into a separate state, a con- 
vention was to meet in 1820 to revise the constitu- 
tion of Massachusetts, . . . he was chosen a 
delegate; and upon his appearauce there was re- 
ceived by the members standing, with every demon- 
stration of affaction and regard. A series of resolu- 
tions was forthwith offered and passed, containing 
an enumeration and warm acknowledgment of some 
of his principal public services, and calling upon him 
to preside. This he declined to do on the score of 
age and infirmities. The same cause also prevented 
his taking any very activ part in the proceedings. 
Yet he labored to produce a modification of the third 
article of the Bill of Rights, on the subject of public 
worship, and its support, an article which, when 
originally drawing the rest of that instrument, he had . 
passed over to other hands. But the time had not 
yet come for such changes as he wished. The old 
Puritan feeling was still in too great force to ac- 
knowledge the equal rights, political and religious, 
of others than Christians, Yet, however it might be 
with his colleagues or his fellow-citizens, Mr. Adams 
in this movement expressed his own ideas. One of 
his latest letters, written in 1825, and addressed to 
Jefferson, is a remarkable protest against the 
blasphemy laws, so called, of Massachusetts and the 
rest of the Union, as being utterly inconsistent with 
the “rights of free inquiry and private judgment.” 

I hav thus transcribed, almost verbatim, only with 
a slight departure for brevity, the language of the 
Cyclopedia; and I particularly offer this to your 
readers, because a friend of some pretensions to his- 
torical learning has claimed that the elder Adams 
was a sound orthodox Christian. and that he wrote 
a work against Paine's “Age of Reason” and a series 
of letters to his sons on “The Bible and its 
Teachings.” 

This is true of John Quincy but not of his father. 
It is true that the elder Adame differed in some of 
his views on politics from Paine, but I do not think 
he considered that this patriotic Deist was greatly in 
error in his religious ideas. As to John Quincy 
Adams’s pious and pueril letters (which hav been 
published) addressed to his sons on the “ Bible and 
its Teachings,” all their merit lies in their piety, and 
shows plainly a stage in the mental and moral deca- 
dence of a once great family. J. K. P. Baer. 
—— dil iin ——— 


We claim that not only does Rationalism refute 
the charge that it is solely destructiv, but all val- 
uable construction is secured by its methods, 
Where Ohristianity influences intelligent people 
for good, it is owing to its adoption of Ration- 
alism. Its modified supernaturalism is service- 
able to some heathen races as a stepping-stone 
toward naturalism ; but the motiv forces that ad. 
vance civilization are not prayer, conversion, and 
religious dogmas, but knowledge of nature and the 
application of her hitherto secret powers to the 
welfare of man.— Rodi. C. Adams. 
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The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED JULY, 1890. 


John Turner, Philadelphia...... 


sees sceasevietiscoessaxescuar MD D UU 
H. 8. Borrette, Punta Gorda, Cal, through Free- 


thought Publishing Company................ eee 1 00 
W. S. Rolin, Manchester, Va........ eec eeceeeeee ener 5 00 
G. F. A. de Leapinasse, M.D., Orange City, Ia....... 2 00 
O. T. Davies, Brighton, Cal, through E. Butter- 
field, Sacramento........... - 5 00 
John Engstrom, Aspen, Col........ 5 00 
Andrew Willard, Beaver Dam, W 5 00 
G. E. Swan, M.D., Beaver Dam, Wis.. a 5 CO 
Buner Thorpe, Beaver Dam, Wis............ cerent 00 
John Petty, Santa Monico, Cal (new member)...... 1 00 
A Friend, Philadelphia.............ccccssssccsscccceesssceeees 0 00 
Thomas Monaghan, New York city...................... 50 00 
C. A. Lindsay, Butte, Mont........cccccssssssossersoessosees 2 00 
E. Livezey, Baltimore, Md.................... MR NE E 5 00 
J. Wardwell, Emmett, Ida................. ee eee enne ete 25 00 
J. J. McCabe, Albany, N. Y........... eee —— 5 00 
PAMph lots sic scvitevsiaccsocescssrtsosscves coscsbsiectaceseseeds ees 8 84 
MIC SERERE $189 84 


F. C. Mxx»z, Treasurer A. S. U. (per I. C. O.). 
——— to 
The American Secular Union Should be Sus- 
tained. 


The earnest appeal of President Westbrook pub- 
lished in all the Liberal papers reminded me that 
I had not sent in my yearly contribution to the See- 
ular Union. 

I will embrace this opportunity to say a few words 
in connection with the general course pursued. by 
that gentleman since he has occupied the position of 
president of the American Secular Union. Up to 
the time that he published his views in relation to 
the line of operations that seemed most opportune 
for the officers of the Unicn, there had been a gen. 
eral impression among Freethinkers who had been 
supporting Freethought literature end Liberal 
associations that the American Secular Union was a 
religious organization. That is, it was supposed by 
many that those who united themselvs with Secular 
societies, local or general, did it with the object of 
helping to organize an association which had con- 
struetiv principles of a religious character. Such 
was my impression when I favored the change of the 
name of the Albany Liberal Asscciation to that 
of the Albany Secular Society. Our association 
had always been a sort of debating society, and while 
the organization existed it continued to be such and 
nothing more. Notwithstanding that I performed a 
great deal of labor in trying to make the new move- 
ment a success, I found it almost impossible to make 
any number believe thai there was anything religious 
about the word Secular, although there was religion 
enough in it for me, taking the philosophical inter- 
pretations given to it as an ethical movement by Mr. 
Holyoake, Mr. Watts, and others. In fact, so far az 
I am concerned myself, I care not what name be 
given to a philosophy that is based on reason and 
knowledge, if it possesses the valuable elements 
of what is called religion without any of the super- 
atition, debasing hypocrisy, and fiendish selfishness 
displayed by the various Ohristian and other so- 
called religious sects. 

But irrespectiv of my own views on the subject, 
it seems quite out of place for most people—I refer 
to those I hav come in contact with—to regard the 
word secular as having any application to the senti- 
ment of religion. In all the affairs of life the word 
secular is usually interpreted to mesn something 
that, if not opposed to religion, is, at least, entirely 
unconnected with it. Therefore, when the program 
of the last Secular congress was published I heartily 
rejoiced. I thought that it was an excellent stroke 
of policy on the part of President Westbrook to 
secure the approval and assistance of popular men 
who were not connected with us from a religious 
standpoint. 

I believe that the majority of the people of this 
country, if & fair and intelligent opportunity were 
given them, would vote for the total separation of 
church and state in all the departments of govern- 
ment, local and general. But the trouble is that a 
fair and intelligent opportunity cannot be presented, 
for many reasons, until this great auxiliary to our 
cause is put in better working order. It is only 
through the effectivness of such an organization aa 
the American Secular Union that we can hope to 
stem and turn back the tide of sectarian aggression 
and ecclesiastical legislation. J. J. McÜanx. 


The Chicago Secular Union, 


For some months past two Freethought societies 
hav had an existence in Chicago—respectivly, the 
Chicago Secular Union, and the American Secular 
Union of Chicago. A union of the two has just been 
effected, the latter society returning its charter and 
combining with the Chicago Sscular Union: 

Of this organization Judge ©. B. Wsite was elected 
president, John F. Geeting vice-president, Dr. Jos. 
H. Greer treasurer, and Mrs. M. A. Freemau secretary. 
The society considers itself fortunate in its selection 
of president. Judge Waite is a well-known Liberal, 
the author of the “ History of Christianity,” a work 
which has received the most favorable commenda- 
tion from the prese, both in this country and in 
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Europe. Judge Waite was one of the speakera at the 


congress of the American Seeular Union held in 
Chicago three years ago. He was perfectly compe- 
tent to treat his subjcot— Freethought in Europe" 
—intelligently, having become personally acquainted 
while abroad with a number of the most prominent 
Liberals. He is sn able jurist, and under General 
Grani's administration was appointed judge of Utah. 
Mrs. ©. B. Waite, his gifted wife, is publisher and 
editor of the Chicago Law Times, and has recently 
brought out a pamphlet, written by her husband, 
entitled, “ Conspiracy against the Republic,” a con- 
sideration cf the Blair amendment to the Consiitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Geeting, the vice-president, is a young lawyer 
intensely, or rather activiy, interested in the seculari- 
zation of the state. In the combination of the 
two societies the Nine Demands were adopted as a 
basis of work, the new soviety declaring itself an 
auxiliary to the national organization. 

Dr. Greer, the treasurer, is peculiarly fitted for his 
office. If the sceiety happens to be in arrears the 
dostor is both perfectly able and willing to supply 
the deficiency, qualities that are appreciated in a 
treasurer. The society trusts, however, that under 
its present management it will not be compelled: to 
impose further upon the doctor's good nature. 

Mr. James Abbott, the retiring president of the 
American Secular Union of Chiesgo, remains with 
the society as an: activ worker, being one of -the 
board of directors. Mr. Abbott is a man of culture 
and ability, and has taken a deep interest in the wel- 
fare of the society. 

Last evening, July 27th, Judge C. B. Waite lect- 
ured before the Union on “Church and State.” Not- 
withstanding the warm weather the audience was 
quite Jarge, many prominent citizens being present. 
The judge ssid: The Constitution provides that 
Congress shall make no law prohibiting free speech, 
free press, the right of the people to meet in peace- 
able assembly, and it shall not infringe upon religious 
liberty. These provisions were in the form of 
amendmenis, and without them the Constitution 
would never hav been adopted. These amendments 
were mede to guard the rights of the states and of 
the people against the encroachments of federal 
power. There were ten of these amendments, and 
they were pari of the Constitution itself. The last 
five amendments have been made to meet the exigen- 
cies of the government. The powers of the state 
government are inherent in the people of the state. 
Certain limitations hav been placed upon that power. 
But within these limitations the state is sovereign. 
It is just as dangerous for the federal government 
to encroach upon the rights of the state as it would 
be for the state to usurp the power of the general 
government. Every amendment to the Constitution 
is & danger to our form of government. The Blair 
amendment, proposed in time of profound peace, is 
a plain encroachment upon the rights of the states. 
No such emergency exists as gave rise to the amend- 
ments following the war. 

The Bisir amendment is in direct and dangerous 
antagonism to the original Constitution, which gave 
Congress no power over the subject of religion or 
education. The resolution proposing this amend- 
ment provides that 

Each state in this Union shall establish and maintain a 
system of free public schools adequate for the education of 
all the children living therein, between the ages of six and 
sixteen years, inclusiv, in the common branches of knowl- 
edge, and in virtue, morality, and the principles of the 
Christian religion. 

If the principles of the Christian religion could 
be essily determined the matter would be simplified. 
Jesus had far less to do in esteblishing that religion 
than Paul. Jesus denounced hypoerits. Paul de- 
nounced those who differed with him honestly in 
opinion, declaring in Gal. v, 12: “I would they 
were even cut off who trouble you.” 

In a speech in a convention of the National Re- 


form Association, held in New York in Feb., 1873, 


Rev. Jonathan Edwarde, D.D., said : 


We want state and religion and we are going to havit. It 
shall be that, 80 far as the affairs of state require religion, it 
shall be revealed religion—the religion of Jesus Christ. The 
Atheist is a dangerous man. Tolerate Atheism, sir! There 
is nothing out of hell I would not tolerate as soon. Atheism 
and Christianity are contradictory terms. They are incom- 
patible systems. They cannot dwell together on the same 
continent. ; 

The spirit here exhibited is the same as that which 
left its' footprints in the Blue laws of several of the 
American colonies. It is inherited from the In- 
quisition, and turns for its justification or excuse to 
the teachings of those who founded the Christian 
religion. It is no answer to the Blair bill to say that 
no public money shall be expended in the teaching 
of the doctrins of any religious sect. It still remains 
that & combination of sects might declare what should 
be taught. Nor does it detract from the dangerous 
character that the author should say that “no state 
shall ever make or maintain any law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” 

This is mere subterfuge. What more efficacious 
law respecting an establishment of religion could its 


votaries desire than au act requiring the principles 
or dootrins of that religion to be taught at the publie 
expense ? 

The ecclesiastical power has lost its hold on the 


reason of man. This attempt to gain control of the 
Constitution is a desperate effort to bring the aid of 
the civil power to the support of a lost cause. The 
attempt should be met with a prompt and merited 
rebuke. 

Let the Constitution remain what our fathers in- 
tended it to be, the common heritage of a great, 
& generous, and a free people. : 

At the conclusion of Judge Waite's lecture, of which 
I hav given only the merest outline, a vote of thanks 
was tendered. On Sunday evening, August 34,4 
debate will be held before the society on protection 
and free trade, and on August 10th a lecture will be 
given by Moses Hull. Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 

Secretary Chicago Secular Union. 
ne 


Washington Secular Union. 
REOBIPTS FOR DEFENSE FUND. 


R. A. Brown, Lynden................ eee enne esee use vedi $ 500 
Via C. C. Glenn, Montesana.......cccccocsssscccceeccesceesess 10 50 
** Jas. Jarrell, Stella......ccccccssssssscccesteesees cosseaseeees 6 00 
* Jacob Drissler, Wallipa.....secscoccscsscsorsessesseeeees 18 00 
R. M. Stinder, St. Louis, Mo........... eere i 00 
C. F. Charlis, Dallas, Texas... 1 00 
Y. M. Sutton, te s 100 
Dr. D. M. Angus. Tacoma............ 1 00 
Horace Brown, Walkerville, Mont. 2 00 
B. F. Brown, Olympia................. 5 00 
F. A. Day, Castana, Ia...... .......-. .. 20 00 
John Gronow, Beattle........... eee 2 00 
P. Jensen, Davenport.......cccccccccescesssscececccsensneronsans 1 00 
Total received to date, July 81, 1890............. $ 78 50 


If any hav remitted who are not here credited, please 
write me at once. C. B. REYNOLDS, Secretary. 
2,104 6th st., Seattle, Wash. 


— ea 
Progress of the Work in Washington. 


This being vacation, no further action can be taken 
in regard to religious worship in publie schools till 
they reopen. But I hav in my possession a letter: 
written by R. B. Bryan, state superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction, sent by him to one he supposed to be: 
very desirous to continue the use of the Bible and: 
the Lord’s prayer in the public schools, in which he 
writes: “The supreme courts of other states where: 
the provisions of the constitution and laws are similar: 
to ours hav decided that religious exercises cannot: 
be conducted in connection with school work, even: 
to the repeating of the Lord’s prayer.” When the 
schools reopen we may hav to appeal to the courts so 
as to definitly settle the question throughout the 
state. 

In regard to our state university I hav already, 
in the leading daily papers, published a protest of 
the Washington Secular Union against the resolu- 
tion of the board of regents “that religious exer- 
cises at the university shall be confined to reading 
the Bible and the repeating of the Lord’s prayer.” 
This is palpable and direct violation of the plainest 
provisions of the constitution. I am preparing a 
personal letter to each of the regents, giving the law. 
and the facts, and am sanguin that before the time: 
arrives to reopen the university they will be induced 
to rescind that resolution. Should presentation of? 
facts and arguments fail to induce them to comply; 
with the law we must be prepared to try the effect: 
of mandamus of the courts, and the forfeiture of the: 
$10,000 appropriation of the legislature. There im 
no shadow of doubt about the final result. 

It is admitted that under our state conatitution 
and laws of the legislature, all exemptions from. 
taxation of church property are annulled, but the. 
design of the church fanatics appears to be to obtain. 
delay. They insist on exemption of all church: 
property of less value than $5,000, ignoring the pro- 
visions of the constitution, claiming assessments 
must all be made under the old law this year, in 
the hope that if the law is thus allowed to lie 
dormant, interest in the matter will decrease and 
the law become a dead letter. The Washington 
Secular Union will dispel such hopes by its vigi- 
lant and persistent demands for justice and obedience: 
to the constitution by church folks. Attorney-general! 
Jones has so far failed to reply to my letter, but the: 
Post-Intelligencer, the leading Republican paper of 
the state, gives this significant item, under date of 
July 26th: “Governor Ferry has summoned Attor» 
ney-general Jones for consultation on important legal 
business for the state.” 

The Northern Pacific railroad will hardly pay taxes 
on its right of way, on the claim of the attorney- 
general that its exemption from taxation was an- 
nulled by the passage of our own state constitution, 
while the exemption of church, private school, and 
hospital property is continued despite the constitu- 
tion. 

The willful neglect to assess all property equally, 
as the law provides, may result in serious difficulty 
in collecting taxes from any property-owners who 


hav courage to protest, for it is undeniable that the 


omission of hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth 


of property from the tax lists creates greatly in- 
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creased burdens, and does gross injustice to honest 
taxpayers. 

I hav again visited the victims of Sunday laws at 
Tacoma, who were arrested and fined $25 and costs 
each for selling clothing on Sunday. The cases are 
appealed to the superior court, and arrangements 
made that when the case is reached the Washington 
Secular Union will.be represented by able counsel. 

Members of the Washington Secular Union are 
respectivly reminded that six months’ dues in ad- 
vance, July 29th to Jan. 29, 1891—$1—are now 
due. Please remit the dues, accompanied with such 
contribution to the defense fund as your interest in 
the work prompts. C. B. Reyyoxps, 

Sec. Washington Secular Union. 

2,104 6th st., Seattle, Wash. 


—— tl ep ptt 
The Assembly of Progress. 


Such was the headline of an article in Taz TRUTH 
Szrxer recently, from the pen of J. M. Voss, Esq. 

Immediately following it was another from O. B. 
Reynolds, known the world over. 

Article one was a description of the new order, its 
aims and its benefits; while article two was a pen- 
picturing of the Los Angeles Assembly, with the 
closing words: “I do not doubt the honesty and 
good intent of the Los Angeles Assembly of Progress, 
but their scheme is not practicable or reliable. I 
hope, however, that it will result in great good, by 
arousing attention, discussion, and intelligent action 
on this subject that will eventually giv us a safe, re- 
liable, practicable Liberal mutual aid society.” 

Now, I am heartily in favor of something on the 
plan of the above, that is to say, something that will 
80 increase the growth of Liberalism, so band Liber- 
als together, that the most sanguin expectations will 
hav been surpassed. But I do not think for a mo- 
ment that that something ought to be separated 
from, and independent of, the American Secular 
Union. Far from it. I think it the hight of folly to 
go seeking for strange gods; in other words, we hav 
a national organization. It has been in existence 
for fourteen years. It has made a good fight, and is 
still bravely withstanding the shocks and storms 
of cruel priesteraft. Oan we afford to desert the old 
ship? I think not. It is better, far better, if we 
hav new improvements, to add them to the American 
Union, thereby increasing its power for humanity 
and the rights of men. Every time an organization 
is formed which is separate and distinct from our 
national order, so much power goes to waste; that 
is to say, the church is really benefited, and smiles 
the smile of contentment. We should, one and all, 
tend to the most substantial and enduring “ organi- 
zation and cooperation.” “ United we stand, divided 
we fall,” is forcibly applicable. The old motto is 


true, and being true, should be heeded with patriotic. 


ardor. For my part I think the Assembly of Prog- 
ress movement premature, and further, that instead 
of aiding the Liberal cause it will giv it a set-back by 
crippling its strongest support, viz., the American 
Secular Union. The place for the matter in ques- 
tion to be settled should be at the next session of 
the American Secular Union congress. From now 
on breeze it and talk about it in the papers and 
among yourselvs, and at the congress finally discuss 
and settle it. For some time it has been a pet idea 
with me—it has in fact been with me at my meals, a 
bed partner, and not absent in the dreams of the 
night time. 
Union’s birth. I hav followed it on through the 
dreary years. I hav watched with zeal its onward 
marches until now I can see its standards moving in 
neatly every state and territory. I realize its influ- 
ence and position, its greatness for good. I know 
the strength of its principles, and a roster of intelli- 
gent, moral, and judicious members hav acquired the 
influence it has and the position it holds. And I for 
one am in favor of making it so great that no opposi- 
tion or hostility can destroy. Let us, I beseech you, 
continue the good work so admirably begun until 

every Liberal is a member, and an auxiliary is organ- 
ized in every city, village, and hamlet in the United 
States. 

How can this be done? Just as I stated above, 
by clinging steadfastly to the old ship, by unfiinch- 
ingly tending to the strongest possible “ organiza- 
tion and cooperation.” . By so doing, when the aid 
society or such like does come it will be run in con- 
nection with the national order and not out in the 
cold and friendless world alone, wagging with it to 
keep the fire of life ablaze and not knowing why it 
wags. Oh, no! Giv me my medicin prepared by 
the tried and trusted physician, the friend of my 
boyhood days and after life,and not the drachm 
mixed by the young and inexperienced drug clerk. To 
organize an aid society distinct from the American 
Secular Union is, to my mind, like going back to the 
days of the bleeders and blisterers, “ who,” as Inger- 
soll says, took a manon the point of a lancet to the 
verge of eternity and then practiced all their skill to 
get him back again.” I think in connection with 
every auxiliary throughout the country should be 
run a “oamp,” with degree work, religious ceremony 
of course excluded. Let there be three degrees, 


I hav thought of the American Secular |. 


similar in name and some respects to those of the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America—that is, the first to 
be the Red degree, the second the White degres, 
and the third the Blue degree, symbolizing the eolors 
in our national flag; the esremonies to ba founded 
on the history of our land and the principles of our 
government; and the regalia, a sash of red, white, 
and blue, studded with stars, like our country’s 
banner. In addition to the social and fraternal ben- 
efits conferred each camp will be a beneficiary asso- 
ciation, taking care of the sick and distressed mem- 
bers, administering to their necessities, paying aiok 
benefits in case of sickness, and funeral benefits in. 
case of death. There can aigo be connected with the 
order, under the management of the national organ- 
ization, a Separate additional life insurance feature, 
known as the “ Liberals’ Benefit Fund of the Ameri- 
ean Secular Union.” Membership in the insurance 
would, of course, ba made optional with members. 
This is my plan. It has been submitted to the 
Portsmouth Secular Union, whose members hav 
agreed to hav it in turn presented to the next session 
of the American Secular Union congress. It will, in 
my judgment, greatly improve and strengthen the 
American Union. It will pave the way to wield a cer- 
tain and controling hand in shaping the future career 
of our nation. It will be the means of starting new 
auxiliaries and with surprising rapidity. And the 
older ones with the new feature attached will add 
larger numbers to their roster at each meeting. 
With the “camp” addition the auxiliaries will lose 
none of that publicity which is an essential and life 
principle. They will continue as ever with their 
public sessions, free to the public, open to all. The 
“oamp” will simply be, I might say, an improvement 
added to the private business meetings. There are 
many advantages to be gained by it. For instance, 
there are two classes of Liberals, those of the Galileo 
stripe and those of the Bruno kind. These latter form 
the membership of the American Secular Union ; 
all ought to be members. To make the first-named 
element available is the question. How will we do 
it? is asked. My answer is that if is plain to bs 
seen that for many years to come the two kinds will 
be visible to the experienced eye. That eye also 
sees, and its possessor is aware, that something 
ought to be done to please both crowds; that as the 
Galileo Liberal seems to halt between two opinions 
in the open, afraid of the church and its boycott in 
his business, the better plan would be to furnish him 
a barracks in which’ to fortify and successfully with- 
stand the arrows of the rabble, and that this bar- 
racks shall be the “camp” above described. Another 
great thing to be derived by the “camp” system 
would be the burial of our dead. Therehy we 
would be with our friends, our brothers, through 
sickness and in death. The church no longer could 
steal the name of “Infidel” in the last hours and 
utter hollow words of mockery o’er the tomb. Let 
us rally for the “camp” or something like it. Let us 
raise our flag a little higher and make more plain the 
words upon it: “Equality, Liberty, and Fraternity, 
the three grandest words in all the languages of 
men.” Writ S. ANDRES. 
Portsmouth, O., Aug. 1, 1890. 


— e 
A Contribution to the History of “Justice” in 
Sweden. 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE BWEDISH NATION. 
Translated by Gustave Nelson. 

Skine-Blekinge Hofratt sentenced me to three 
months’ imprisonment for a lecture delivered in 
Malmo, “ Why am I opposed to Christianity?” His 
royal majesty sanctioned the judgment, and I wes 
incarcerated in Langholmen as a criminal. 

Svea Hofratt sentenced me to six months’ imprison- 
ment for the same lecture, given in Uppskedika city, 
Hokkufvud eounty,in Upland. His royal majesty 
made the sentence three months. The object of 
the prosecution was to imprison me and restore the 
stillness of the grave in this superstition-darkened 
country. Ten thousand honest Swedish men and 
women became indignant over this conduct of the 
authorities—treating as a criminal and imprisoning 
a person who had done nothing but express scientific 
truths contradicting the superstitious notions of the 
Ohristians. 

Utilitarians numbering 5,338 forwarded to his 
royal majesty a protest, in which they declared that 
they in every particular agreed with me in those 
opinions for which I was punished, and demanded to 
one mana similar treatment. And in the name of 
religious liberty 3,821 Freethinkers urged my libera- 
tion. 

I suffered brutal and rough treatment. I was twice 
insulted by the superintendent; likewise by the 
guard of the prison, no doubt upon order of higher 
authorities. I became so excited that in the time 
of April 21st-24th last I was subject to an abnor- 
mal state of mind, during which time I saw in the 
lonely cell small lights and heard sounds, which I 
then could not explain upon natural grounds. Dar- 
ing this intense mental excitement under which I 
then suffered, those hallucinations to me had ob- 
jectiv reality, although they were completely sub- 
jectiv in character. If I had had the faintest belief 


in the supernatural I should hav turned from a Saul 
to a Paul as surely as did the original on his way 5o 
Damascus, as I had exactly his experience, but 
the authorities, as soon as they became aware of what 
had taken place, feared that my reason was at siake 
and in greatest haste liberated me. 

Six months I was confined in prison because I had 
given expression to my honest opinions—opinions 
which in fact are shared by the majority of inhabit- 
ants of Sweden. The Iscture for which I was twice 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, had mean- 
time bsen printed but not confisested. Three mem- 
bers of the Utilitarian society then took the hazard- 
ous step of announcing the pamphlet. to the minister 
of justice and in the name of the law demanding a 
judicial indictment of it. A jury was impansled 
and has now, July 8th, declarad that the lecture for 
whioh I had suffered was not criminal according to 
Swedish law. It is the fifth time a jury has declared 
me not guilty, and it can now safely be asserted that 
every jury in our land will discharge me. Will the 
persecution be at an end now, when our authorities 
hav ressived such a jeagon? We will see when the 
supreme court sits in judgment upon tine two indiat- 
ments not yet decided, the Norrkoping and Linkop- 
ing indictments, and when I reassumo my activity as 
lecturer. 

I hav now explained why for the last two months 
I hav been so silent. The mental crisis I underwent 
April 21st-24th and the entirely new experiences I 
then passed through demanded absolute quiet aad 
mental rest, that I again could be capable of under- 
standing myself. My visit to the island of Dalar— 
the invigorating breeze from the sea, the mountains 
and the free nature, together with the company of. 
friends—has restored my nervous equilibrium and 
given me new strength. And within a short time I 
hope to be in full activity and shall then ia the intsrest 
of our cause giv to you the new and stranga experi- 
ences that I hav passed through during this time. 

Vikvon E. Lennsrrann. 
— e 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 
Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of © 
Moralists, at Hannibal, Mo., for July, 1890. 
SEORETARY’S REPORT. 


During the month forty.five membership certificates were 
issued, making the total membership 1,109. The new mem. 
bers are from Mississippi, Oregon, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Massachusetts, and Canada. 
The generosity of Brother Franklin A. Day, of Castana, Ia., 
deserves special mention. The propaganda work is one in 
which every member of the order should be interested, yet 
many of them hav never contributed a cent to it. 

F. H. Rav, Secretary. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Balance from last month...................- eese cete $ 980 
Wm. Cughan, N. Y.............. eerte 50 
Thos. Dugan, N. Y.............. eene eene ee een tenen enne 1 00 
Joseph Stidham, 'Tex..............«« enne 25 
E. dos Santos, Trinidad, West Indies.................... 1 00 
A. B. Elise, Ore.................... eene nee S 50 
J. H. and F. L. Handy, Mass................... eene 5 00 
Wm. C. Jacobs, S. Dak........csccseccesseneccorecenevensaee 1 00 
Franklin A. Day, Ia.............. eene eene nen 100 00 
Sale of constitutions............... eene nnne 20 
$119 26 

Mailing comstitutions.......eccssseesseeetsensereese $3 75 ` 
Printing 1,000 membership certificate blanks. 2 00 5 75 
Balance ...........-. «eee e e eese eo en nente enean aao . $118 50 


Hannibal, Mo. A. R. Arrus, Treasurer. 
tO 
Where May the Sun Get Its Heat? 
From Good Words. 

I pointed out that when a shooting-star dashes into our 
atmosphere its course is attended with an evolution of light 
and heat owing to its friction through the air. We were thus 
able to account for the enormous quantity of heat, or what 
was equivalent to heat, which existed in virtue of the rapid 
motion of these little bodies. Of course, we only see these 
meteors at that supreme moment of their dissolution when 
they dash into our atmosphere. It is, however, impossible to 
doubt that there must be uncounted shoals of meteors which 
never collide with our earth. It must necessarily happen 
that many of the other great globes in our system must, like 
our globe, absorb multitudes of meteors which they chance 
to encounter in their roamings. The number of meteors 
that will be gathered by a globe will be doubtless greater the 
larger and more massiv the globe, and this for a double rea- 
son. In the first place, the dimensions of the net which the 
globe extends to entrap the meteors will, of course, increase 
with its size, but in addition the more massiv be the globe 
the more vehement will be its attraction and the greater will 
be the number of the meteors that are drawn into its exten- 
siy atmosphere. Of course, this reasoning will apply in a 
special degree to the sun. We shall probably be correct in 
the assertion that for every meteor that descends upon this 
earth at least a million meteors will descend upon the sun. 
As these objects plow their way through the sun’s atmos- 
phere light and heat will be, of course, evolved. 

Tt has been conjectured that the friction of the meteors 
which are incessantly rushing into the sun may produce light 
and heat in sufficient quantities to aid in the maintenance of 
the sun's ordinary expenditure. It has been even supposed 
that the quantity of energy thus generated may supply all 
that is wanted to explain the extraordinary circumstance 
that from age to age no Visible decline has taken place in the 
intensity of the solar radiation. Here again is a question 
which we must submit to calculation. We hav first of all to 
determin the heat which could be generated by a body of, 
let us say, a pound in weight, falling into the sun after hav- 
ing been attracted thither from an indefinitly great distance. 
The result is not a little startling; it shows us that sucha 
body in the course of its friction through the sun's atmos- 
phere might generate as much heat as could be produced by 
the’combustion of many times its own Weight of coal under 
the most favorable conditions, 
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The Natural Rights of Man. 

That distinguished American poet'and philosopher, 
the venerable Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, in the At- 
lantic Monthly for July, in his charming philoso- 
phizings, * Over the Teacups,” adverts to the ques- 
tion of the prejudice that Christians entertain toward 
the Hebrews, particularly toward those children of 
Abraham who dwell in America. 

In one place, Dr. Holmes says: “There are two 
virtues which Christians hav found it very hard to 
exemplify in practice. These are modesty and civil- 
ity.” Further on he says: “The Jews are with us 
as a perpetual lesson to teach us modesty and 
civility. The religion we [Christians] profess is not 
self-evident. It did not convince the people to whom 
it was sent. We hav no claim to take it for granted 
that we are all right and they are all wrong.” 

In all the persecutions which hav been visited 
upon the Jews the principle of the natural rights of 
man has been wantonly violated. The Hebrews hav 
been insulted, outraged, abased, and ostracised in 
every country of the civilized world, mainly on ac- 
count of their differing religious views, customs, 
and usages.  ''Onristian" persecutors of the 
* ehogen race” seem never to hav realized that the 
Jews had a natural right to reject the doctrin of 
the divinity of Jesus and to disbelieve the story of 
his miraculous conception and birth, and to reject 
the doctrin of his resurrection and ascension. The 
outrages and humiliations to which the Jews hav 
been subjected are no dovbt the natural sequel to the 
hatred and malice engendered in the breasts of dog- 
matic and contentious Christians, caused by the re- 
jection by the Israelites of the divinity of Jesus, for 
dogmatic Christians—Catholic or Protestant—are 
necessarily contending theologians in miniature. The 
course of the argument against the Jews is thus 
briefly and effectivly stated by our own Ralph 
Waldo Emerson: “This was Jehovah come down 
out of heaven. I will kill you if you say he was a 
man.” Although in most- portions of the globe dog- 
matic and contentious Christians can no longer kill 
Jews for disagreeing with them upon the subject of 
religion, despisers of the Semitic race are still en- 
gaged in passing sentence of death upon all disbe- 
lieving Hebrews, the sentence to be carried out at 
the expiration of the present life of the recalcitrants. 

But what about this great, sublime, and noble 
doctrin of the natural rights of man? The natural 
rights of every creature are paramount to ecclesias- 
tical laws and religious doctrins and dogmas. I 
hav a natural right to sir, water, sunshine, food and 
drink, life and liberty, and an opportunity to attain 
honorable distinction among the sons of men, 
whether I be a disciple of Confucius, Zoroaster, Gau- 
tama (the Buddha), Socrates, Jesus, or Mohammed ; 
whether I be a worshiper of the planets, of the 
sun, moon, or stars, or an adorer of images, pictures, 
or statues; whether I be Agnostic, Atheist, Infidel, 
Rationalist, Deist, Unitarian, Materialist, Parsee, 
polytheist, pantheist, or psgan. 

I agree with the doctrin of Matthew Arnold, that 
“ conduct is three-fourths of life.” A man should be 
judged by his conduct, and not by his creed. The 
natural man is amenable to the natural laws of right 
and justice. The citizen of the world is amenable to 
those laws which hay the natural rights of man for 
their basis. Theinhsbitant of a free state is amenable 
to those statutes which the people in their sovereign 
poy hav adopted and pledged themselvs to up- 

old. 

Every Hebrew has the natural and indefeasible 
right and privilege to believe as he sees fit, and no 
person, lay or clerical, has a right to say that the 
dissenting or assenting child of Abraham ought to 
be condemned in this world or tortured in the next 
for any negativ or afirmativ belief which he may 
entertain. The Jew, the Agnostic, and the Ration- 
alist hav certain natural and inalienable rights which 
the rest of the world should be compelled to respect. 
Free man is the glory of God. The rational enjoy- 
ments of man must add to the pleasure of the infinit. 

Such a political despotism as that of Russis must 
be abhorrent to the God of reason and rationality. 
The natural rights of man are not respected in 
Russia. The will of the czar is the supreme law of 
the Muscovite empire. Government descends from 
the ezar to the people. In the United States it 
ascends, theoretically at least, from the people to 
duly elected and qualified representativs. The theory 
of government in Russia is that the czar reigns by 
divine right, that power to rule has been delegated 
to him by God. The czar is the almighty’s deputy 

or representativ. Practically a republic may resemble 
a monarchy more nearly than we are apt to think. 
Thus the United States is nota pure democracy, but 
a representativ government. We delegate certain 
powers and concede certain prerogativs to the presi- 
dent of the United States during the space of four 
years, and delegate certain powers and concede cer- 
tain prerogativs to senators and representativs in 
Congress during the spaces of six and two years 
respectivly. It was a very wise provision which our 
fathers incorporated in the Constitution when they 
. fixed the term of members of the lower house of 
Congress at two years. That is long enough for 


letter from an ' unknown party.’ 


members of the United States Senate should be 
chosen by a direct vote of the people, instead of the 
state legislatures. The custom of choosing senators 
by the legislatures, often contrary to the will of the 
people, has been fraught with many evils, and ap- 
proaches too closely the idea of government by an 
aristocracy or caste. If senators are chosen for six 
years, they should be elected by a direct vote of the 
people, by means of the secret ballot. Millionaire 
senators are not apt to respect the natural rights of 
the industrial classes. Once chosen to membership 
in the national senate, and secure in their seats for a 
period of six years, men of many millions are almost 
certain to legislate in their own selfish interests and 
against the interests of the toiling masses. The 
executiv and legislativ branches of our government 
exercise great power and enjoy many important 
privileges and prerogativs. Not being able to vote 
in person upon proposed laws, owing to the vast- 
ness of their population and the wideness of their 
area, and owing to the expenditure of time and 
money which such a policy would entail, it is ab- 
solutely necessary for the people of the United States 
and of each state to empower certain representative 
and officers to legislate and administer for them. 
Hence the fact of representativ government in lieu 
of a democracy pure and simple. 

The Supreme Court of the United Stater, the 
judges of which sre all appointed for life, may 
declare any law of Congress to be unconstitutional 
and void. No enactment of Congress or any of the 
state legislatures is really “the law” until after the 
Supreme Court of the United States has affirmed 
the constitutionality thereof. The judges of this 
august tribunal are endowed by the people with 
great powers and important prerogativs. The sov- 
ereign people hav virtually handed over to the 
Supreme Court their destinies and their liberties. 
The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by 
the president and confirmed by the Senate. The 
popular branch of Congress (the House of Repre- 
sentativs) has nothing to do with constituting the 
personnel of the Supreme Court. The president 
and the Senate alone determin who shall sit upon 
the Supreme bench. The Supreme Court of the 
United States is the most important department of 
our government. Its decisions affect the welfare 
and happiness of every citizen who livs in this coun- 
try. Its interpretation of the law on an appealed 
case settles the question at issue. From its decrees 
there is no appeal. Hence the importance of appoint- 
ing only good men to positions on the Supreme 
bench, and hence the importance of choosing the 
Seaate, that confirms the judges, by a direct vote of 
the people. As it is now, the Senators of the United 
States are elected for six years by the legielatures, 
and these Senators confirm the appointment of judges 
who are to hold their offices for life. The power 
that bestows power upon the judges is too far 
removed from the people. We hav delegated power 
to the state legislatures to elect senators, who hav 
the power to bestow still greater power upon those 
men whom they confirm as members of the all- 
important Supreme Court. Our Supreme judges 
hav the option of continuing to exercise the func- 
tions of their office during the term of their natural 
lives, whereas in England—a constitutional mon- 
archy—the judges hold office “during the king's 
pleasure.” The latter are removable at will The 
former are not removable at the president’s pleasure. 

It behooves the American people to carefully 
watch for and guard against aggressions of arbitrary 
power and despotic authority. Unless the people 
are watchful and vigilant, there will be a practical 
aristocracy in office-holding established in the United 
States. We are already too much governed. Ideal 
government is not force. We are entitled to the 
largest degree of personal liberty consistent with 
the maintenance of a strong government. 

If we are to hav an aristocracy in this country let 
it be an aristocracy of brains. Proclaim the fact 
that men shall administer, legislate, and judge by 
virtue of their imperial intellects, by virtue 
of their special fitness to fill certain posts of 
honor, trust, and responsibility. The mental caliber 
of statesmen should determin their standing. Many 
a man has been elevated to the United States Sen. 
ate, for example, who would never hav been thought 
of for the place had it not been for his money. The 
possession of mere money secured for him a seat 
that should hav been given to some moneyless but 
eapable man. Senators should be chosen by the 
popular vote. 

The natural rights of man are violated every day 
in this country. A Kansas City paper of a recent 
date notes a case originating in Chicago. It says: 
* We hav read nothing from the bench, or rather 
from those who occupy judicial places, with more 
satisfaction than the letter of Judge Tuley, of Chi- 
cago, to the Personal Rights League. He refers to 
the case of a citizen arrested and confined for eight 
days without being allowed to see any friend, on a 
That such a thing 
could be in our boasted ‘free America’ would, 


1 j 
any set of men to be intrusted with legislativ powers. | abroad, be resented by an American as an insult to 
Bat recent events and tendencies hav shown that the j his country. 


Do our people understand the fact 
that practically there is no personal liberty in this 
country outside the will of the police? Yet such is 
the fact. We talk about the common law, but the 
dominant common law of this country is police law. | 
A man is arrested at will ; he is clubbed at the pleas- 
ure of the arrester, and he is confined when 
‘wanted’? and as long as ‘ordered.’” These are 
words of truth and eandor. They ought to impress 
us with the importance of standing up for the rights 
of the individual while we hav the power. The 
police exercise too much arbitrary authority in this 
country. The nations of the earth which are ruled 
by despots (Russia and Turkey for example) hav 
police whose powers are extraordinary and practi- 
cally unlimited. We all know what a great pleasure 
it is to liv in Turkey and Russia, especially Russia. 
The powers exercised by the police in America actu- 
ally involve the daily violation of the natural rights 
of man; it is one of the medieval notions that has 
crept into our government system. The power of 
the police must be curtailed No inhabirant of the 
republic must be illegally arrested, unjustly con- 
fined, or unnecessarily annoyed. Personal liberty is 
too precious to be jeopardized by the police. The 
state is made for man, not man for the state. This 
is the American idea. Exalt the thinking individual 
and you exalt the community of which he is a mem- 
ber. The police powers of the state should be exer- 
cised only by Americans, only by persons possessing 
intelligence, judgment, and discretion, either nativ- 
born or thoroughly assimilated. 

It would not be a great calamity, in any event, for 
New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, or any 
other city of the Union, if none but nativ Ameri- 
cans—particularly those who are Americans “ from 
away back”—were to be hereafter appointed as 
policemen. We must not be oppressed or annoyed 
by ignorant, brutal, and unthinking persons. 
* America for Americans” is a ory that has justice, 
mercy, and truth in it. Given authority, Americans 
are less liable, as a rule, to violate the principle of 
the natural rights of man than any other nationality 
represented under the sheltering wing of our 
national government. Put none but discreet men 
on our guard, that the natural and acquired rights 
of all our people may be protected and duly re- 
spected. ADELBERT Brach. 

Chicago. 

— 9M, —————— 
Missions and Mission Indians of Upper and 
Lower California, 
Henry W. Henshaw in the August Popular Science Monthly. 

Finding that all attempts to colonize the new 
country | Lower Californias] were’ failures, the Mexi- 
can government turned it over to the Jesuits, who 
readily undertook its subjection to ecclesiastical 
authority. The first settlement was made on the 
Bay of Dan Dionisio in 1697. The establishment of 
the missions proper begen immediately, and between 
this period and 1745 no fewer than fourteen were 
established on the peninsula. It was not until 1769 
that the occupancy of Upper California was inaugu- 
rated by the founding of the mission of San Diego 
by the Franciscans, who had superseded the Jesuits 
in charge of mission work in western Spanish Amer- 
ica. From this date until 1823 mission after mission 
was established to the number of twenty-one, until 
the entire coast area of California up to and a little 
beyond the Bay of San Francisco was under mission 
sway. -As mission history forms one of the most 
interesting chapters relating to the aborigines of this 
continent, it is the purpose of the present paper to 
briefly notice the subject, with especial reference to 
some of the more salient features of mission life and 


‘its effects upon the native. . . . 


California was probably more completely occupied 
than any other part of the United States. A large 
population is to be inferred from the proximity of 
the missions to each other, since each one required a 
populous area from which to draw its converts ; and, 
finally, a large population is attested by the mission 
figures. which show that during the mission period, 
from 1769 to 1834, some seventy-nine thousand con- 
verts were baptized; and yet this number cannot 
by any means hav represented the total population 
for the sixty-five years, since by no means all the 
Indians were converted. . . . 

The Spanish and Mexican authorities did not 
intend that the mission reign should be permanent. 
The approved plan of the government for the mis- 
sion establishments contemplated these as but a tem- 
porary means to an end, and fuil provision was made 
for the conversion of the missions into secular estab- 
lishments, quite independent of priestly authority, 
and for the conferring of citizenship upon the 
Indians. To this latter end it was provided that 
after ten years’ service in the mission an Indian 
might claim his liberty, provided a respectable settler 
would become responsible for his good conduct. It 
was the clearly expressed idea of the government 
that the Indians should be rendered self supporting 


as rapidly as possible, and the missions were locked 


upon as educational establishments to this end. 
Though not openly antagonizing these provisions, 
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the fathers never yielded & hearty assent to the 
poliey, and from the very firs& sought to render the 
converts totally dependent and to establish between 
themselvs and their charges the relation of father 
and children, in which policy they were only too 
successful. It was no part.of their plan to make 
the Indian self-supporting. The danger of mission 
disestablishment disturbed the missionaries little, as 
they openly gaid the Indians were incapabie of seif- 
maintenance. f 

When the missions were first established, tbe good 
fathers, as a rule, experienced little difficulty in secur- 
ing converis. Kind words, and the gifts the Indians 
received in the shape of food and clothing, proved 
an efficient mesns of conversion, and they were bsp- 
tized in gratifying numbers. Converts were encour- 
aged to visit their wild brethren at home, and by 
flattering accounts of mission life induced many to 
return with them. As neophytes grew scarce, the 
area from which they were drawn was extended, and 
a greater or l.s3 number of recruits was obtained 
from the distant interior tribes. Later, such means 
proved unavailing, and other and more questionable 
methods were resorted to. Upon one pretext or an- 
other, armed soldiers and armed converts were sent 
out who frequently returned with a goodly number 
of captive; and, for two reasons, these were mostly 
women and children: first, because they were pre- 
ferred, since the husbands frequently followed them 
into captivity; and, secondly, becauss in the con- 
flies which preceded the capture of the wives and 
children many of the men were killed and the rest 
driven away. In these conflicts the wounded appear 
to hav received little mercy. Beechey witnessed the 
tragical issue of one of these holiday excursions by 
the neophytes of the mission of San José, and we are 
indebted to him for the details. An armed launch 
had been placed in charge of an alcalde of the mis- 
sion, who while on the trip planned an attack upon 
the Cosemenes of the San Joakin, either directly 
for the purpose of securing converts or in revenge 
for some aggression. While in camp near the village 
they intended to attack, the neophyte party was sur- 
prised by the Cosemenes, and thirty-four were killed 
or taken captiv. In this case apparently tha aleslde 
acted without authority, and doubtless without 
knowledge or connivance on the pari of the priests. 
However, when the news reached the mission it 
was thought necessary to strike terror into the 
victorious tribe, and accordingly an expedition was 
sent against them. The result was that foriy men, 
women, and chiidren were captured and brought 
back to the mission. Thus the loss of the converts 
was more than made good, the surrounding tribes 
were inspired with terror, and all with the loss of 
one Ohristian, who was killed by the bursting of his 
own gun. Such acts reveal the darker side of mission 
history, and the attempt has been often made to free 
the priests from the blame of such transactions, on 
the ground that they were ignorant of the exireme 
means employed. Such can hardly hav bean the case. 
Even when the ostensible purpose of the visits of the 
converts was peace and not war they were armed, 
the boat being often provided, as Beechy tells, with 
cannon and musketry. Under such circumstances of 


superiority it would hav needed no prophet to fore- 


tell the probable action of Indian neophytes, doubt- 
less often with old grudges to pay off and eager to 
find favor in the eyes of their masters, and to claim 
the reward of their zeal in the new faith. Another 
fruitful occasion for wholesale capture was the escape 
of converts to neighboring tribes, and the attempt to 


recapture them by armed force, to which are to be. 


added, of course, the petty manifestations of hostility 
on the part of the unconverted tribes. Overt acts 
on their part were followed by reprisals, and these 
always meant a fresh supply of converts. 

Having gained possession of their subjects, the 
next step was to convert them to Christianity—a 
process neither very long nor tedious. Before bap- 
tism it was customary to prepare the candidates—if 
the term be applicable to unwilling captivs—by pre- 
liminary instruction, which the padres state never 
occupied less than eight days. How clear an insight 
into the mysteries of the Christian religion a pagan 
Indian, fresh from the worship of his fetiches, is 
likely to obtain in eight days may be imagined ; but 
the fathers declared that the instruction was ample. 
The usual method of enlightenment is thus detailed 
by Beechey: “ Immediately the Indians are brought 
to the mission they are placed under the tuition of 
gome of the most enlightened of their countrymen, 
who teach them to repeat in Spanish the Lord’s 
Prayer and certain passages in the Romish litany, 
and also to cross themselvs properly on entering the 
church. In a few days a willing Indian becomes a 
proficient in these mysteries, and suffers himself to 
be baptized and duly initiated into the church. If, 
however, as it not unfrequently happens, any of the 
captured Indians show a repugnance to conversion, 
it is the practice to imprison them for a few days, 
and then to allow them to breathe a little fresh air 
ina walk round the mission to observe the happy 
mode of life of their converted countrymen, after 
which they are again shut up, and thus sontinue to 
be incarcerated until they declara their readiness t> 


renounce the religion of their forefathers.’ A re- 
mark by Beechey that he thought the teachers had 
an arduous task, elicited from the priest the reply 
that “they had never found any difficulty; that the 
Indians were accustomed to change their own gods, 
and'fhat their conversion was in a manner habitual 
to them.” This was undoubtedly true, as was evi- 
denced by the rapidity with which numbers apos- 
tatized in favor of their earlier gods whenever oces- 
nion offered. 

Dissiplin among the converts was administered 
with some severity. As was to be expected, deser- 
tion and the non-performance of their religious 
duties were the chief occasions of punishment. A 
church service is thus described by Beeshey (page 
367): “After the bell had done tolling, several 
alguazils went round to the buts to see if all the 
Indians were at churoh, and if they found any loiter- 
ing within them, they exercised with tolerable free. 
dom a long lash, with a broad thong at the end of 
it—a disciplin which appeared the more tyrannical 
as the church was no} sufficiently capacious for all 
the attendants, and several sat upon the steps with- 
out. The congregation was arranged on both 
sides of the building, separated by a wide aisle pass. 
ing slong the center, in which were stationed several 
alguazils with whips, canes, and goads to preserve 
silence and maintain order; and, what seemed more 
difficult than either, to keep the congregation in 
their kneeling posture. The gonads were better 
adapted to this purpose than the whips, as they 
would reach a long way, and inflict a sharp puncture 
without making any noise. The end of the church 
was occupied by a guard of soldiers under arms, with 
fixed bayonets—a precaution which I suppose experi- 
ence had taught the necessity of observing.” The 
spectacle presented of church doors guarded by sol- 
Giers, and of attendants provided with whips and 
goads to prick the unwilliag or ignorant into kneel- 
ing, is certainly not a very edifying spectacle accord- 
ing to later ideas, and savors far too much of slavery. 
Indeed, the resemblance was suggested to more than 
one eye-witness, and Pérouse finds in the system an 
unhappy resemblance to the slave plantations of 
Santo Domingo. He says: “With pain we say it, 
the resemblance is so perfect that we hav seen men 
and women in irons or in the stocks, and even the 
sound of the lash might hav struck our ears, that 
punishment being also admitted, though practiced 
with little Severity." . . . 

Estudillo says that the friars treated the neo- 
phytes as their children, correcting them with words, 
and for serious offenses with from twelve to twenty- 
five lashes. Subsequently the latter number was 
the extreme limit fixed by authority, the implication 
being that occasionally at least this number had 
been exceeded. A deserter, says Langsdorff, was 
bastinadoed, and an iron rod a foot or a foot and a 
half long was fastened to one of his feet. . . - 

With reference to the grinding of corn, Langsdorff 
(1806), laarning that the hand.mill which Pérouse, 
out of the kindness of his heart, left at the San 
Carlos Mission (1786), With the view to lighten the 
heavy labor of the mealing-stones, was not in exist- 
enes, and that no use had been made of it as a model 
to manufacture others, records the curious fact that 
in perpetuating the use of the stone-grinding proc- 
ess the fathers were actuated by motive of policy. 
To use his own words, ‘As they hav more men and 
women under their care than they could keep con- 
stantly employed the whole year, if labor were too 
much facilitated, they sre afraid of making them idle 
by the introduction of mills.” With the fathers the 
important question was, not how many converts can 
be well instructed, and by what method can their 
progress to civilization be best facilitated, but how 
many can be got together to be baptized and saved 
from the devil. Not improvement but conversion 
was their guiding motiv. . . . 

It must be evident at once that such a system 
could not but prove an absolute failure as regards 
the true civilization of the Indian. . 

From first to last of mission rule discontent was 
rife among the converís, and had the mission Indian 
possessed but a spark of the courage which charac- 
terizos our Eastern tribes, mission sway would hav 
been short-lived. Imagin a body of Iroquois driven 
to church by the whip, or forced to kneel by being 
punched with goads! The evidences of discontent 
appear in the threatened uprising at all the missions 
and the actual revolts at several, by the hostil atti- 
tude of all the gentile tribes who were brought into 
direct or indirect relation with the missions; and, 
above all, by the numerous yearly desertions at 
every establishment. The causes of trouble are not 
far to seek. In the first place it is evident that, call 
it by what name you-will, the neophytes were sub- 
jected to astate of slavery—a slavery, too, which 
galled, however mild the type, but from which they 
found it exceedingly difficult to escape ; for, in addi- 
tion to the aid of the soldiers in hunting renegades, 
the priests could usually count upon the assistance 
of the gentile tribes to return fugitivs. The wild 
Indians hated the neophytes, and the rule among 
them was—once a neophyte always a neophyte. 
How strongly linked was the chain which bound the 


deaths. 


neophyte appears in the provision that, even when 
liberty was given him after ten years’ service, a por- 
tion of his earnings was still claimed by the church. 
The crops the neophytes were compelled to sow 
were sown mainly for the profit of others, the har- 
vests they reaped were not their own. Thus the 
usual incentive of toil. were absent. Though profess- 
‘edly regarded 23 a child by the fathers the Indian 
was virtually a slave. . . . 

Possibly the most potent of all causes for discon- 
tent is to be ascribed to the fearful mortality which 
from the very first raged among the mission folds. 
Tis sources are somewhat obscure, although it is safe 
to attribute it largely to what may be termed unnatural 
conditions of life. It is stated, and ii may be readily 
believed, that when visited by even trifling disorders 
the Indian became despondent, generally refused to 
be ministered to, aud often died without apparent 
adequate cause. The Indian has rarely much faith 
in civilized medical methods, and when really sick 
almost invariebly prefers the ministrations of his 
own shaman. Moreover, in the case of the Califor- 
nia Indians there is reason to believe that their want 
of faith in the skill of the padres wes well founded ; 
for both Beechey and Langsdorff, differing from 
Vancouver, noie the astonishing amount of sickness 
among the converts, and comment upon the lack of 
medicins and the ignorance of the fathers as medi- 
cal advisers. 

At no time would it appear thai the number of the 
births among the mission converts was equal to the 
According to Bandine, the governor states, 
in a report for 1800, that the number of deaths is 
almost double that of births; and again, in 1815, 
the president of the missiozs stated that there were 
three deaths to two births. . It was only by perpetual 
drafis upon the surrounding tribes that the missions 
were sustained at all. When we take into consider- 
ation ths unnstural herding together of large num- 
bers of Indians under the most unsanitary conditions, 
practically without medicins and without proper 
medical attendance,.the ordinary effect of disease 
being hightened by the dejection of the patients, 
and then add an epidemic or two of any of the 
above diseases, the probable result may easily be 
foretold. The wonder is, not that the Indians died 
off rapidly, but that any of them survived. . . . 

As bas been stated, the original plan of coloniza- 
tion contemplated the Indian as a citizen in individ- 
ual possession of land, each with his share of the 
accumulated mission property, consisting of horses, 
cattle, sheep, etc. The experiment of giving the 
Indian his freedom, so long contemplated, was now 
(1834) to be tried. The fathers, facing the inevi- 
table, recommended that a partial trial be made first, 
as they believed that the Indian was not ready for 
the experiment; and, indeed, how was it possible 
that he should be? Had the intention from the 
very first been to unfit him for independent exist- 
ence, no better plan could hav been devised than the 
one actually followed. Educated he was not, except 
in the necessary portions of the ritual of the Oath- 
olie church, and in so fav as a certain number spoke 
Spanish. Oivilized he certainly was not, since his 
knowledge of the art of husbandry and of the 
manual arts was only sufficient to enable him to be a 
producer under taskmasters. He was, in fact, master 
gearesly of the rudiments of civilization. In short, 
at the end of mission rule, the Indian was really less 
capable of taking care of himself than at the begin- 
ning: he was found a free man—he was left a 
dependent. i 

Could the provisions of the secularization act hav 
been carried out gradually and honestly by capable 
offisera and with the scoperation of the missionaries, 
even then it may be doubted if the intelligence and 
civilized attainments of the Indian would hav been 
equal to the occasion. As it was, political consider- 
ation prevented a fair trial of the plan, and the final 
act in the mission drama is little else but a history 
of robbery and oppression, in which the Indian, as 
usual, was the sufferer. The vast mission herds and 
flocks melted away; the implements which were 
intended for the use of the Indian farmers were not, 
as a rule, forthcoming; and, of course, without 
domestic animals and without the means of tillage, 
the land was of no use. The period from 1836 to 
1842 was one of disaster in mission history. The 
downward path of the nativs was rapid. Those who 
obtained property sold it and converted the proceeds 
into liquor and then resorted to stealing, to flight to 
the wild tribes, or to return to bondage under the 
guise of servants in the town or on the ranches. In 
the area bstween the Bay of San Francisco and Los 
Angeles there are to-day probably not one hundred 
Indians. Of the so-called mission Indians in San 
Bernardino and Los Angeles counties, the last Indian 
report givs a population of 4,330. But very few of 
these are descendants of the mission Indians of 
Franciscan times. nn 

Such, in brief outline, is the history of the mission 
Indians. They lived and died, and their few descend- 
ants now drag out a miserable existence in out-of- 
the-way places, so poor and barren as to be beyond 
the covetousness of the whites, or liv dependent 
wards of the government, 
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Indian Missions. 


The account on another page of this paper of the 
administration of the Indian missions of California 
may be taken as an illustrativ specimen of Christian 
management the world over, and as well of white 
races a8 of red. We recommend that the reader of 
the article take thought at each instance of ecclesias- 
tical misgovernment whether that case has not its 
parallel in the annals of every society dominated by 
priests. Let us consider in this light, for example, 
the following point : 

*“ [t was the clearly expressed idea of the government that 
the Indians should be rendered self-supporting as rapidly as 
possible, and the missions were looked upon as educational 
establishments to this end. Though not openly antagoniz. 
ing these provisions, the fathers never yielded a hearty 
assent to the policy, and from the very first sought to render 
the converts totally dependent and to establish between 
themselvs and their charges the relation of father and chil- 
dren, in which policy they were only too successful. It was 
no part of their plan to make the Indian self-supporting. 
The danger of mission disestablishment disturbed the mis- 
sionaries little, as they openly said the Indians were inca- 
pable of self-maintenance." 

Ina precisely parallel manner, it will occur to the 
reader, the priests hav always aimed, and still aim, 
to restrain their white wards from becoming “ self- 
supporting.” As the government in the excerpt 
looked upon the missions as “educational establish- 
ments to this end” of preparation for self-maintain- 
ing citizenship, 80 the governments of our cities are 
to-day too much inclined to look upon parochial schools 
and sectarian reformatories as serviceable training 
establishments, and intrust children to them as such. 
And as “the fathers never yielded a hearty assent” 

to the equipping of the Indians for independent life, 


but, without “ openly antagonizing” the project, 
“sought to render the converts totally dependent, 
and to establish between themselvs and their charges 
the relation of father and children,” just so, we 
point out, do our present ecclesiastics, while sssum- 
ing to fit their charges for citizenship, in fact seek 
to render them totally dependent, and to perpetuate 
the relation of father and helpless children. We find 
that the mission fathers took pains to keep the 
Indians incapable of self-support, and then alleged 
that very incapability that they had produced as the 
reason why their rule should be continued; this 
scheme, we see, is capsble of perpetuating itself in- 
definitly. And we find its counterpart in the state 
of things presented to us by all churchmen of the 
day—they unceasingly protest to us that the masses 
must be restrained and led, that they are so blind 
and rude as positivly to require some threatening 
and perhsps despotic power over them, while it is 
these very protesters themselvs that hav kept the 
masses in this condition. 

‘*Questionable methods were resorted to. Upon one 
pretext or another, armed soldiers and armed converts were 
sent out who frequently returned with a goodly number of 
captivs.” 

Cases analogous to this abound in the conversion 
to Christianity of every country. They not only 
abound, but they constitute the major part of the 
proselyting process. In nearly every country where 
Christianity exists to-day it was first established by 
force. In the Roman empire its adherents were few 
and obscure and persecuted until the chance of the 
conversion of the emperor Constantine produced an 
imperial enforcement of it throughout the domain. 
This fact, that Christianity to-day owes its multitude 
of believers not to its credibility but to despotic com- 
pulsion, should ever be borne in mind. The ortho- 
dox disputant is often heard to urge as proof of the 
truth of his faith, its general adoption at a date near 
the time of Christ’s life and miracles, when the people 
had the best opportunity to know its believableness. 
To such argument it should always be replied that 
those people, who had that opportunity of knowing, 
did not believe it, and it was only after ages of perse- 
cution that they or their children were forced to dis- 
continue the rites of their pagan belief and practice 
those of the new. It has been likewise in all the 
later European monarchies. In all of them the Chris- 
tian religion is enabled to count its many followers 
for no other reason than that all the kings of the past 
hav suppressed every whisper of doubt by sword and 
fire. Not only does Christianity as a whole derive 
its existence from such measures, but each of its sects 
prevails in its respectiv nation or nations as against 
the other sects, only because it chanced to find recep- 
tion, either as the truth or as the most serviceable in- 
strument of despotism, with some monarch that hap- 
pened to be reigning. The king of France listens to 
a papal emissary and the consequence is that uncount- 
able Frenchmen down to the present day are 
solemnly convinced of the divineness of Roman Oa- 
tholicism. They think that they really hav reasoned 
about it, and would be angry if told they had not. 
On the other hand, an English king falls out with the 
popish legate and since his time nine Englishmen out 
of ten are absolute that Catholicism is an abomination 
and that the holy truth lies in Church of England or 
Protestant articles. Let it, then, be replied to every 
Christian who argues that his creed is true because 
so many hundred millions believe it, that the belief of 
these millions counts simply as nothing, for it has its 
origin not in intellectual examination and reasoned 
conviction, but entirely in total absence of examina- 
tion, and tyrannical suppression of the doubt of every 
strong-headed man for centuries past. Since tyran- 
ny'8 powers hav been curtailed, behold the weakening 
of belief and the strides of Freethinking; what, then, 
would be the condition of things to-day had freedom 
of thought and criticism been allowed to begin ten 
centuries sooner? If it has done what it has in one 
or two centuries, what could it hav done in a dozen? 
How much of Christianity would be remaining? 
And in regard to the forcible securing of mission 
proselytes noted in the above extract, let it be taken 
notice of that Indians thus converted are counted 
into that total of believers in the United States 
whose numbers are continually cited to Congress as 
grounds why further Christian enactments should be 
passed, to the oppression of us unbelievers. 

“As was to be expected, desertion and the non-performance 


of their religious duties were the chief occasions of punish- 
ment.” 


* Ag was to be expected,” indeed. Certainly it is 
the expectation of everyone who has read history 
that the chief crimes in any society ever adminis- 
tered by ecclesiastics will.be desertion from tho serv- 
ice of the priestly masters or laxity in the ceremo- 
nial which they command. Desertion to other service 
and government, and ceremonial default—these two 
offenses, heresy, and laxity of observance—hav ever 
been the blackest crimes in the church calendar, 
while murder, theft, arson, seduction, and slander hav 
held but a secondary place in culpableness. While 
the former were damning, the latter could always 
be wiped out at no greater expense than a confes- 
sion and a gift. We do not read that among these 
Indians assault and robbery and falsehood were the 
offenses mainly aimed against; no, "the chief occa- 
sions of punishment" were denial of the lies invent- 
ed by the priests about a God and of the assump- 
tion that they were his agents. 

** The spectacle presented of church doors guarded by sol- 
diers, and of attendants provided with whips and goads to 
prick the unwilling or ignorant into kneeling, is certainly 
not a very edifying spectacle according to later ideas.” 

Though truly not an edifying spectacle according 
to later ideas, it was a highly edifying—a holy, a 
noble, a glorious Spectacle according to the ideas of 
the European peoples who beheld such things a few 
ages ago. We hope that a few ages hence the ecele- 
siastics will not hav got the people, by governmental 
agency, back again in that state of mind in which 
they consider such sights edifying. We hope that 
the Jesuits and cardinals and Bleirs and Wana- 
makers and Talmages of this land will never become 
strong enough to drive our sons in at “church doors 
guarded by soldiers " to the disciplin of “whips and 
goads to prick the unwilling or ignorant into kneel- 
ing.” Certain it is that they would delight to do 
this if they had the power. We see what these 
priests told of in the excerpt did in this case where 
they had the power. They will do jusí the same 
with the white population of America to-day if they 
can get the chance. 

** With reference to the grinding of corn, Langsdorff (1806), 
learning that the hand-mill which Pérouse, out of the kind- 
ness of his heart, left at the San Carlos Mission (1796), with 
the view to lighten the heavy labor of the mealing-stones, 
was not in existence, and that no use had been made of it as 
a model to manufacture others, records the curious fact that 
in perpetuating the use of the stone-grinding process the 
fathers were actuated by motive of policy. To use his own 
words, ‘As they hav more men and women under their care 
than they could keep constantly employed the whole year, 
if labor were too much facilitated, they are afraid of making 
them idle by the introduction of mills.’” 

The inquiry will naturally be made, Why, as the 
desires of man are infinit, could not the fathers hay 
directed the labor of the Indians to some other use- 
ful manufacture after they had dispatched the grind- 
ing in short time by using the mills? The reason is 
that the fathers had no more branches of industry 
to which to direct their wards, for they were too ig- 
norant of mechanics or any useful art—in short, of 
anything except their theology and their scheming— 
to operate or invent any. And as they eschewed all 
training of their flock such as might develop inquiry 
and invention toward such purposes, and in every 
way Suppressed or misdirected all stir of intellect and 
action, there was no possibility of anyone’s introduc- 
ing or contriving any such enterprise. This has 
been the case with every priest-ridden society. The 
priests hav uniformly discouraged and repressed all 
inventiv talent—hav rooted out education in physics, 
mechanics, chemistry, and every natural science or 
art that would rival or discredit their own supremacy. 
Thus every Catholic country has remained as these 
missions are described, destitute of improved ma- 
chinery and varied industries, performing its labor 
with the rudest tools and with but the crudest and 
fewest possible kinds of labor to perform. 

** With the fathers the important question was, not how 
many converts can be well instructed, and by what method 
can their progress to civilization be best facilitated, but 
how many can be got together to be baptized and saved 
from the devil. Not improvement but conversion was their 
guiding motiv.” 

This has been the character of the rule in every 
deeply religious society. What method will best 
facilitate the progress of their wards to civilization, 
has never been inquired by the priests of Spain and 
Portugal and Italy and Greece and Ruesia and 
Ireland and Mexico and Central America and South 
America. On the contrary, the priests of these 
lands hay devoted their fiercest violence to the exter- 
mination of every discoverer in science and inventor 
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in mechanics and reformer in government who dared 
to point the people to civilization. The thousands 
of priests at the head of our schools and academies are 
not inquiring what methods will best facilitate the 
progress of their wards to civilization. On the con- 
trary, these priests forbid their pupils to read those 
books of advanced science which throw euch a flood 
of light upon the world and the human condition, 
and will so greatly help us to see the way to our 
ends of security and happiness. And they discour- 
age, indirectly if not directly, the reading by the 
pupils of any literature at all beyond the few 
wretched productions that will feed their devotion to 
their spiritual masters. And they teach their pupils, 
not the moral truth that a wrong act is a crime 
against men, and that it is inerasible and cannot be 
undone, but the devilishly immoral falsehood that 
a wrong act is a crime primarily against God, and 
can be undone by absolution purchased of them. 
These things do not facilitate progress to civiliza- 
tion. And with the Protestants it isthe same. They 
were not facilitating civilization when they were mas- 
sacreing Catholics and burning Servetus and drown- 
ing witches and persecuting scientists and malign- 
ing Darwin. To-day their pulpits and periodicals 
are not advocating, or even investigating, or even 
allowing the mention of, any of the reforms for 
which humanity is crying ; every stroke of work in 
these departments has to be done in unbelieving 
circles or not at all. The Protestant Sunday-school 
teachers and the lecturers and the parents are not 
facilitating civilization; instead, they are preaching 
the paramount duty of devoting all one’s efforts to 
those theological insanities that, when thoroughly 
believed and acted on, are death to all civilization. 
No, civilization has nowhere been more the aim of 
religious ministers than it has in these missions. 
Not how people can be civilized, but how they can 
* be got together to be baptized” into a condition of 
service and remunerativness to the baptizers—“ not 
improvement but conversion”—has been and will 
be the object of clerics in all places and times. 

“ Even when liberty was given him after ten years’ serv- 
ice, a portion of his earnings was still claimed by the church. 
The crops the neophytes were compelled to sow were sown 
mainly for the profit of others, the harvests they reaped were 
not their own. Thus the usual incentivs of toil were 
absent.” : 

This feature of administration is also a8 common 
to all clerically ruled societies as are the others 
descanted upon. Whenever ecclesiastics hav had 
their own way they hav associated with themselvs 
some monarch or some nobility, and the two classes 
—chureh robbers by deceit and state robbers by 
force—hav erected themselvs over the people's head 
and extorted the greater part of their earnings. 
The masses under church sway hav invariably been 
compelled to sow “mainly for the profit of others” 
and reap harvests “not their own.” “Thus,” says 
the account, “the usual incentivs of toil were ab- 
sent.” And this, the absence of the natural incen- 
tivs to toil, is a fatal thing. Where men receive the 
fruit of their toil, the whole of it, and in amount 
just proportionate to the labor they hav bestowed ; 
and where they can hold and enjoy it in security— 
there will be seen an industrious, provident, inven- 
tiv, progressiv, and comparativly crimeless race. On 
the other hand, where a man’s produce is not his 
own; where whether he labor ill or well his utmost 
return can be but a sufficiency for the support of 
life; where no prospect of reward stimulates to 
thrifty management and to invention—there progress 
halts, hope flags, disgoluteness springs, and the activ 
faculties, denied their healthful: vent, expend them- 
selvs in crime. 

“ Fearful mortality . . 
the miesionfolds. . . . 
want of faith in the skill of the padres was well founded; 
for both Beechy and Langsdorff, differing from Vancouver, 
note the astonishing amount of sickness among the converts, 
and comment upon the lack of medicins and the ignorance 
of the fathers as medical advisers." 

This characteristic of priestly administration will 
readily be generalized by readers to the inclusion of 
the similar state of things in all Europe during the 
Middle Ages, and in the Oatholic countries up to our 
day. Pagan antiquity valued and cherished health. 
The Roman cities vied in the establishment of free 
public baths. Antioch boasted of fourteen; Alex- 
andria of twelve, arid Rome of twenty, some of such 
magnificence and extent that their foundations hav 

withstood the ravages of twenty centuries, Many 


. from the very first raged among 


There is reason to believe that their 


of these establishments were entirely free, and even | 


the Zherme, or luxurious Warm Baths, of Caracalla, 
admitted visitors for a gate-fee of the cheapest. 
What such attention to health in the one point of 
bathing alone, would hav effected among these In- 
dians herded together “under the most unsanitary 
conditions,” may be supposed to be considerable. 
But the pagan appreciation of health no longer ex- 
isted; antiquity’s baths, and athletic games, and 
dawning medical science that might in a few centu- 
ries hay gained much of the efficacy of that of the 
present age, these had all been overwhelmed in the 
Christian neglect of nature and devotedness to chi- 
meras that rose and filled the world. “The deadliest 
blow,” says Dr. Oswald, * to the cause of health was 
struck by the anti-natural fanaticism of the Middle 
Ages, the world-hating infatuation of the maniacs 
who depreciated every secular blessing as a curse in 
disguise, and despised their own bodies as they de- 
Bpised nature, life, and earth. The disciples of the 
world-renouncing messiah actually welcomed disease 
as a sign of divine favor, they gloried in decrepitude 
and deformity, and promoted the work of degenera- 
tion with a persevering zeal never exceeded by the 
enlightened benefactors of the human race. For a 
period of fifteen hundred years the ecclesiastical his- 
tory of Europe is the history of a systematic war 
against the interests of the human body ; the ‘ morti- 
fication of the flesh’ was enjoined as a cardinal duty 
of a true believer; health-giving recreations were 
suppressed, while health-destroying vices were en- 
couraged by the example of the clergy; domestic 
hygiene was utterly neglected, and the founders of 
some twenty-four different monastic orders vied in 
the invention of new penances and systematic out- 
rages upon the health of the poor convent-slaves. 
Their diet was confined to the coarsest and often 
most loathsome food ; they were subjected to weekly 
bleedings, to profitless hardships and deprivations ; 
their sleep was broken night after night; fasting was 
carried to a length which often avenged itself in per- 
manent insanity, and their only compensation for a 
daily repetition of health-destroying afflictions was 
the permission to indulge in spiritual vagaries and 
spirituous poisons; the same bigots who grudged 
their followers a night of unbroken rest or a mouth- 
ful of digestible food indulged them in quantities of 
alcoholic beverages that would hav staggered the 
conscience of a modern beer-swiller. The bodily 
health of a community was held so utterly below the 
attention of a Christian magistrate that every large 
city became a hotbed of contagious diseases; small- 
pox and scrofula became pandemic disorders ; the 
pestilence of the Black Death ravaged Europe from 
end to end—nay, instead of trying to remove the 
cause of the evil, the wretched victims were advised 
to seek relief in prayer and self-torture, and a philos- 
opher uttering a word of protest against such illu- 
sions would hav risked to hav his tongue torn out by 
the roots and his body consigned to the flames of the 
stake.” 

* At no time would it appear that the number of the 
births among the mission converts was equal to the deaths.” 

This is to be classified with the records of Euro- 
pean mortality under priestly rule. “Latin Ohris- 
tianity,” says Professor Draper, “in a thousand 
years could not double the population of Europe; it 
did not add perceptibly to the term of individual 
life. But, as Dr. Jarvis, in his report to the Massa- 


:| chusetts board of health, has stated, at the epoch of 


the Reformation ‘the average longevity in Geneva 
was 21.21 years; between 1814 and 1833 it was 
40.68; as large a number of persons now liv to 
seventy years as lived to forty three hundred years 
ago.’ The physical value of shrine cures and 
ghestly remedies is measured by the death rate. 
Systems of philosophy and forms of religion 
find a measure of their influence on humanity in cen- 
sus returns.” 


‘The Indian was not ready for the experiment [of free. 
dom]; and, indeed, how was it possible that he should be? 
Had the intention from the very first been to unfit him for 
independent existence, no better plan could hav been de- 
vised than the one actually followed. Educated he was not, 
except in the necessary portions of the ritual of the Catholic 
church, and in so far as a certain number spoke Spanish. 
Civilized he certainly was not, since his knowledge of the 
art of husbandry and of the manual arts was only sufficient 
to enable him to be a producer under taskmasters. He was, 
in fact, master scarcely of the rudiments of civilization. In 
short, at the end of mission rule, the Indian was really less 
capable of taking care of himself than at the beginning: lie: 
was found a free man—he was left a dependent,” 


Here we find a comprehensiv description of the 
Oatholie immigrant who is daily becoming a more 
conspicuous and alarming figure in this country. 
* Educated he is not, except in the necessary por- 
tions of the ritual of the Catholie church "—how 
unfit he is rendered by this ineducation to perform the 
functions of a voting sovereign of e free state, we 
see in the government of our Oatholie cities. 
* Oivilized he certainly is not,” and until he is civil- 
ized we all must suffer from his abuses of our insti- 
tutions and tremble at his endangerment of our 
republic. The last sentence of the above extract 
suggests the parallel: At the end of clerical rule the 
European pagan, found rational and manly at the 
beginning of the Christian era, “was really less oa- 
pable of taking care of himself than at the beginning: 
he was found a free man—he was left a dependent." 

"They lived and died, and their few descendants now 
drag out a miserable existence in out-of-the-way places, so 
poor and barren as to be beyond the covetousness of the 
whites, or liv dependent wards of the government.” 

So, too, all the Christian generations of the past 
lived and died, and those descendent nationalities 
who yet remain in devoted belief “ drag out a miser- 
able existence in out-of the-way places,” and “liv 


dependent wards” of the countries of Freethought. 
—— 


Brazil. 

The much-talked-of Brazilisn constitution has at 
last been published in full. The preamble sets forth 
that congress is to meet on November 15th, and shall 
hav full power to confirm, amend, or repeal the 
various articles of the constitution. The national 
congress shall consist of two branches—the house 
of representativs and the senate. In no case may 
the republic enter upon a war of conquest. The 
people shall be permitted to hold mass meetings, 
and the police shall not interfere with them unless 
it be necessary to maintain peace. The right of 
petition and free speech shall also be allowed. 
Sealed or closed correspondence shall be inviolable, 
and no person shall receive punishment in place of 
another. The galleys as a punitiv institution shall 
be abolished, and persons convicted of political 
crimes shall no longer be punished with death. 
Governors of states, chiefs of police, clergymen, 
officers of the army and navy, and government off 
cials cannot serve as members of congress. The 
following persons will not be allowed to vote at fed- 
eral or state elections: Those who liv by begging, 
those who cannot read and write, and soldiers and 
clergymen. The republic will recognize only civil 
marriages, which shall always take place before the 
religious ceremony. The cemeteries shall be secular 
and shall not be controled by any religious sect. 
Religion shall not be taught in the public schools, 
neither shall any church receive an official subsidy. 
Jesuits shall be excluded from the country, and the 
foundation of any new convents or monastic orders 
is prohibited. 

Brazil proposes wise laws. We wish her full suc- 
cess in establishing and perpetuating them, in de- 
spite of the wily and malignant clericals whom she 
has disseated and who are now taxing all their low 


cunning to procure her downfall. 
———— 9-499 —— ————— 


Editorial Notes. 


Junar McBuxnxx, of Frederick, Md., has filed an opinion 
declaring that ‘‘ baseball playing on Sunday by men who are 
under contract for the season at stated salaries, no one being 
admitted to witness the games except those who pay, can be 
construed as nothing else than work, and therefore comes 
within the purview of the prohibitory statute." Preaching 
is done on Sunday ‘‘ by men who are under contract for the 
season at stated salaries, no one being admitted to witness 
the games except those who pay." Will Judge McSherry 
now kindly construe this as ‘‘ nothing else than work,” and 
decide that it ** therefore comes within the purview of the 
prohibitory statute?" 


—— 

Mr. GLADSTONE has been delivering a protest against 
woman's rights. He bases his protest characteristically on 
theological, or perhaps religious, grounds. He is against 
any reform which ‘‘ attempts or affects to alter funda- 
mentally the relation which the almighty himself has estab- 
lished and the design of which he has marked out in our 
constitutions and capacities, to alter that relation, to draw 
woman essentially out of her own sphere, and to expect her 
to exchange it for the sphere of man, or to act in both with 
the presumption that she can act in both one and the other 
with equal efficiency.” Mr. Gladstone’s familiarity with the 
designs of the almighty is an article of faith with all good 
Gladstonians. But those who are not Gladstonians will 
throw his trashy deliverance on the floor with an exclama- 
tion of ** Fudge!" and a feeling that he ought to hav died 
before disgracing his country with any further examples of 
foolishness deduced from divine command. 
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Zelters from friends. 


Corvinrg, Ky., July 25, 1890. 
Me. Epnrrog: Your earnest and constant reader of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, H. A. Beamer, died last night of heart- 
disease and consumption. From the grieved and heart- 
broken daughter, ALLIE BEAMER. 


Oswxao, Ore., July 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I think Tur TRurEH SEEKER is the best of 
all Freethought journals, and I wish you success with the 
pictorial arguments. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 


E. L. DAVIDSON. 
REDLANDS, CAL., July 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror : Please do not fail to send me your pictorial 
book, and never fail to send Taz TrRurs SEEKER. Giv my 
regards to Watson Heston, and may your paper be doubled 
in circulation. C. M. Brown. 


Tuornton, Tex., July 21, 1890. 
Mz. Evrror: I was at Waco last week at our first Lib- 
eral state meeting, and we had a good time. We organized 
the Liberal association of Texas. We are going to build us 
a fine hall at Waco. 


Yours truly in the great cause of Human Liberty, 
$ . Hampton STEELE. 


Canton, O., July 28, 1890. 
Mr. Evrror: Iaclosed find $2, for which send me your 
“ Pictorial Text-Book” as soon as complete. It will be a 
great help to battle for Freethought and reform in this dis- 
trict. Wishing you a rapid success in your undertaking 
of enlightenment on this subject, D. E. Rowzanp. 


JoPrim, Mo., July 21, 1890. 
Mr. Enpiror: Inclosed please find $3.50. Send me the 
picture book, and apply the balance on my account. I vote 
for the pictures, also for John Peck and Wettstein. They 
are the kind of writers that suit me. But I like them all, if 
some of them hav but half-way shaken off the claws of super- 
stition. Yours truly, W. E. HUNTER. 


Mosoow, Iba., July 18, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Since my name appeared in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER I hav received samples of all the other Liberal 
papers, and I hav taken each one for three or six months, 
but as I am unable to support more than one outside paper, 
I will fall back on Taz TRUTE SEEKER, which I shall take as 
long as I can raise the money for it. A. L. MoFanLANE. 


CLEVELAND, O., July 24, 1890. 
Mz. Enrros: I herewith inclose you $5—three for Tux 
Truru SEEKER and two forthe new Bible when ready. I 
am for the pictures, not only front and back but on every 
page. I hav three boys and one daugh'er *' grown ;” it 
isa grab game as to who gets the paper first to see the pict- 
ures. Watson Heston, more power to your elbow! 
JAMES HENDERSON. 


CoarPonr, Pa., July 28, 1890. 
Mr. Epiroz: Will you please inform me if there are any 
Liberal papers or magazines printed in German in the 
United States? A very intelligent, Liberal, old German 
neighbor of mine is delighted with the cartoons in THE 
Truro SEEKER, but cannot read English, and requested me 
to inquire of you for the desired information. I will order 
the picture book as soon as it is published. Jos. RHoDv. 
[We are happy to inform your friend that his wishes will 
be met in the Freidenker, published at 470 E. Water street, 
Milwaukee, Wis.—Enp. T. 8.] 


CaXon Oriv, Cor., July 28, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $5.25 for Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year, one copy of ** The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book,” and one copy of A. Jacobson's ''Bible Inquirer." 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER is the most effectiv and best Liberal 
Freethought paper in the United States, if not in the whole 
world, and no Infidel to Christianity can well afford to do 
without it. Heston's pictures add considerably to its at. 

tractivness and value. Keep them up by all means. 
GQ. P. BERENE. 


MirLsviLLE, N. 8., June 21, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: I here send you $2 to keep Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER alive as long as I liv myself, and so that it should be 
printed as long as a priest is to be found in the land, and 
that Heston may hav a good picture in each one. All the 
pictures that are in the TRUTA SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO should be put up in one book, and all 
the pictures that are on the last page of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
in a book, and then we would hav a pictorial Bible. 
Yours for truth and right, Joun SILLAR8 ARTHUR. 


RaorNg, Wis., July 24, 1890. 
Mz. Epor: We admire the grand paper with all its 
noble writers. We havtaken it almost from its commence- 
ment, and cannot do without it. Heston isa brick—no, I 
mean a whole foundation; a solid one that no wind can 
rock, and he sets many minds steady daily, others building 
up fast by the absurdity of his wonderful pictures. I sin- 
cerely hope they will long continue. With the subscribers, 
we join in three cheers and a bravo for Heston. 
Yours for Truth, Reason, and Liberty, 
Mrs. T. BEUDAHL. 
Erm Springs, ARK., July 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I am only sixteen years old, but I want to 
say to all the girls that read Taz Turm SEEKER that we 


should meet in convention and pass such resolutions as 
would giv the legislativ and judicial departments of our 
government to understand, once for all, that it is not the best 
thing they can do to be imprisoning such men as Mr. Hey- 
wood, Harman, and Reid. Inclosed find $3, for which send 
me the picture book, and the balance apply on father’s sub- 
scription for Tae TRUTH SEEKER and one ANNUAL. And let 
me be heard on the line herein expressed. 
Yours for justice, 


Concon», N. C., July 26, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Sam Jones, the revivalist, the evangelist, 
uses coarse and crazy language in his preaching that has 
sent one young lady to meet Jesus. Miss Mattie Wilson 
some months since attended Sam Jones’s meetings, in Char- 
lotte, where the religious excitement unbalanced her mind, 
with the sad result of suicide. Another victim of Sam 
Jones’s preaching is a Mr. McCullough. He lost his mind 
and is now in the asylum. Mr. McCulldugh was an indus- 
trious blacksmith, and provided well for his family until 
Sam Jones came to Charlotte and put seven devils in him, 
which caused him to be torn from his family and sent to 

the asylum—worse than death. J. W. MxnAFFEY. 


Harras Day. 


Omana, NEB., July 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I wish to communicate a few lines to the 
noble Truth Finder. You expect all of your subscribers to 
say a little, and you can judge whether they are progressing. 
I did feel glad this morning, when I read the letter, of E. H. 
Baker’s progress. I think I can see his countenance beam- 
ing with joy. Oh, the villainous doctrin—born to be eter- 
nally damned! I do not like W. Hart’s proposition, in the 
same paper, to find how many Spiritualists there are who 
take the paper, it, in my opinion, being calculated to bring 
on debates and finally inharmony. Let us fight the big 
monster, Superstition, and keep in harmony ourselvs. I 
am not ashamed, for one. To me it is past all controversy. 
W. L. Gray. 


BunLiNGTON, Kan., July 21, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrong: Is there harm in swearing? ‘‘I don't care 
a damn." This originated with the duke of Wellington. A 
damm is a small piece of India money. The meaning of the 
phrase, I don't care à damn, is, I care but little. So there 
is no harm in its use. The word goddam is a root word of 
the English tongue. So if you wish to giv an English 
Scholar high praise for his elegant language, tell him he uses 
a goddam tongue. The Greeks swore by the cabbage, 
because it was a prized vegetable with them. The ancient 
Romans swore by their gods, and sometimes by their plan- 
ets—by Jupiter and Mars, or by Castor,a god. ‘‘ By jingo,” 
is swearing. Jingo is derived from jincoa, a Basque god. 
Barbarous nations swore by the heads of their rulers. To 
swear is a way we hav to affirm a truth. There is no harm 
in the habit. Only it looks foolish. We need not use swear- 
ing words when we can utter nicer language. 
W. C. RANDLEMAN, Phrenologist. 


BrooMsDALE, O., July 14, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav often thought that if society or 
public opinion could be educated into the idea of the pro- 
priety of removing persons who hav become a burden to 
themselvs or their surroundings, either by old age or con- 
tinued incurable disease, by the administration of chloro- 
form, opium, or any of the slower or faster methods of end- 
ing life, and thereby doing away with prolonged suffering 
and misery, as well as unnecessary physicians’ bills, it would 
certainly be a step in advance in the way of the ameliora- 
tion of the sufferings of humanity. A certain old lady here 
has been suffering with cancer of the breast for three years 
and cannot liv or die. It would be a great relief to this 
community to hear that she had ended her pain. It should 
be considered legal, in case the patient so desired it (or, if 
unable to comprehend the situation, the relativs), that the 
doctor be ordered to administer the necessary drug to ob- 
tain the desired result. When we hav animals in a 
suffering and incurable condition we almost always relieve 
them by forcible death. C. C. Germain. 


Bowizg, Texas, July 24, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: I notice in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of July 19th 
a letter from Josiah Friend, Roanoke, Va., asking your opin- 
ion, and that of your readers, in reference to organizing a 
secret society for mutual support and protection, referring 
to Masons and Odd Fellows. I heartily indorse the move. 
I hav been an Odd Fellow for several years. I love the 
order, except the God idea. It isa good institution, has re- 
lieved thousands of brothers and done untold good other. 
wise. But the time has come when there is need of a so- 
ciety that will recognize the Freethought people and their 
views. I know, of a certainty, that good men and true hav 
been rejected for no otker cause than their honest convic- 
tions in regard to the Bible, etc. Ido think that if Liberals 
(Masons and Odd Fellows) would get to work they could 
organize a secret society on the principles of Odd Fellow- 
ship (which I know to be good), that all Liberal people 
could unite with and work with for the improvement and 
elevation of mankind; for drawing them together by bonds 
of love for the promotion of moral culture and the suppres- 
sion of vice, seeking neither political nor ecclesiastical 
powers, only devoting itself steadily and earnestly to its 
special mission. By the bed of sickness, in the home made 
desolate by death, and wherever its widows and orphans are 
found struggling with poverty, there we should be found 
doing our noble work. We should organize—organize on 
such principles, and upon an indestructible foundation of 
true friendship and love, that at its door the wealth of a 
Rothschild would avail naught in securing admission, and 
yet there the poor and needy brother would knock not in 


vain. No patent of nobility would alone be sufficient to se. 
cure to its possessor recognition within the charmed circle 
of its surroundings, and yet there the woe-burdened and 
grief-stricken widow should be welcomed to sympathy and 
protection. Upon its walls no blood-stained banners would 
hang, but within would be found the power to protect, and 
the courage to defend, the fatherless wards of our order. 
Fraternally, B. P. BENTON. 


U. S. Mixrany Home, Wis., July 20, 1890. . 

Mr. Epnrrog: In. Tg Trors Sgexer of July 12th I read 
the proceedings of the court of the church of Rome in the 
case of Galileo, when it was proclaimed that the theory 
which he advanced “ is a most grave error, since in no way 
can an opinion be probable which has been declared and de- 
fined to be contrary to holy scripture.” When the Coper- 
nican system became firmly established as a truth, and not 
a probability, the '* infallible” church should hav crept into 
a hole and buried itself in oblivion forever. 

The Romish church is, and ever has been, the friend of 
ignorance, and a foe tothe enlightenment of the human race. 
A year or two ago a Catholic paper said: ‘‘ All the educa- 
tion needed by the masses is to be able to read the cate- 
chism," and, he should hav added, count a string of beads; 
that is about all the education they will receive in the 
schools of that church. If the parents are satisfied to allow 
their children thus to grow up and only be able to gain a 
livelihood with a pick and shovel, they should prepare them- 
selvs for the damnation—to use a biblical expression—that 
will surely fall upon their heads when their children a:rive 
at manhood. CHAUNOEY BROWN. 


Cxroago, July 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: How often we see such phrases as ‘‘ Swept 
into eternity,” ‘‘ Blown into eternity," and the like, in our 
secular newspapers, in fiaming headlines to attract attention 
io some disastrous cyclone, flood, fire, or other calamity 
where there has been great loss of human life. One would 
think that a person capable of editing such a paper as the 
Chicago daily News would know that such phrases are the 
merest nonsense. I wish to show that, taking any view of 
the case you wish, a person is never ** blown," '* swept,” or 
otherwise sent into eternity at death. Now, what is the 
meaning of the word “eternity?” Webster says, ‘‘ Dura- 
tion, without beginning or end.” Even according to the 
view of orthodox Christians, it cannot be true that a soul 
commences on eternity at death according to the above defi- 
nition. If man is an immortal being, he was always in 
eternity, even as an individual soul. On the other hand, if, 
as Secularists believe, man ceases to exist as a conscious 
being when this life goes out, he, as an individual, was 
“ blown," ‘‘swept,” " hurled,” or otherwise sent into eter- 
nity at birth, and as such goes out of eternity at death. As 
matter, in one form or another, we always were and always 
will be in eternity. 

Please send me a petition for signatures in the interest of 
Moses Harman. While I am not in favor of publishing 
such articles as he does, yet I see that his was a case of ‘‘ the 
squelching a heretic.” Faithfully, Joun HupsoN. 


CATHELAMET, Wasu., July 16, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I wish to publish the following Obituary 
notice: Alvin M. Brooks died at home in Skamokawa, Wash., 
June 28, 1890, aged sixty-two. He was born in New York, 
came to this coast in 1857, which year and until 1861 he 
spent in Montana in company with his brother Allen E. 
Brooks, engaged in mining. In 1869 he came to Skamokawa 
with his two brothers, Washington and Allen E., where he 
has since lived. There were but two settlers in Skamokawa 
priorto their coming—H. Lowell, who survives him, and 
Mr. Spaulding, long since passed to the silent land. He was 
buried on the home he redeemed from the forest and made 
to blossom as the rose, on June 25th, and there, with the 
faithful heart who loved and cared for him in his last illness, 
and whose first separation has come in twenty years, may 
his slumber be sweet. Uncle Alvin is gone, and his place in 
the hearts of those who loved him can never be filled. By 
request of the relativs, B. F. Albert read the Liberal services 
over his remains, and Mrs. Albert sang, ‘‘Lay Him Low: 
His Work is Done.” A large number of his friends met to 
pay the last tribute of respect to one of whom it can well be 
said, ‘‘none knew him but to love him.” His life was one 
of uprightness and integrity. Our heartfelt sympathy is ex- 
tended to the bereaved relativs, but this thought will help 
them to bear the heavy blow: ''If duties well performed 
bring peace, how sweet will be his rest." He was a lifelong 
Freethinker, and his loss is a heavy one to our cause. 

: Liva J. ALBERT. 


TYNGBORO, Mass., July 27, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: ‘‘ Death Ends All; or, The Mysteries of Life 
and Death.” Such is the title of a pamphlet by Walter 
Hague, Pittsburgh, Pa. Idonotknow why that proposition 
is not as dogmatic as the contradiction. How is one to 
know whether death ends all unless he has knowledge when 
he is dead, and if he has, of course he knows death has not 
ended all? "The first question to settle is the one of whether 
there be any death. Life is manifest in various forms of 
being—the vegetable and the animal life we see continually 
transformed into each other. How do we know how many 
other modes there may be of living? To say that there is 


.one, and make that dogma the dictum of authority because 


it cannot be proved there is not, is thé religious or mystical 
procedure; to say that there is none because it cannot be 
proved that there is, &nd throw out as fools and frauds and 
cranks all who say they believe there is-another life, or con- 
tinuous, conscious individual being after death, is perhaps 
more plausible on the face of appearances, but no lesa dicta- 
torial and assuming in practice and logic. Life and death 
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are alike mysteries and all we know of either is by natural 
revelation. The natural would be incapable of understand- 
ing any supernatural, no matter what attempts the one might 
make to impress the other. There are multitudes who state 
they hav had experiences with those called dead—spoken 
with their spirit, ghosts, or whatever it may be that survives, 
. and among these are nameable persons unexcelled in their 
repute for honesty and sagacity. Though their say-so does 
not make it so, yet it is an over-assumption to say they did 
not simply because we hav never had the like experience. 
And if we think we hav, what can any negativ argument 
amount to to us anyway? Mr. Hague’s book is a short and 
unpretentious summary of the usual arguments for the no 
soul, no future life theory, and contains the common inaccu- 
racies of other writers on the subject. For instance, he 
says: ‘I shall consider this positiv proof that consciousness 
is a natural property of an electric current generated by the 
conscious part of the nerves and brain." Consciousness 
generated by the electric current of the conscious part is too 
too-too to be proved by anything. You might as well say 
that capacity was generated by the wind blowing through 
the capacious part of the bunghole and barrel. How did 
the part become conscious? That is the question before the 
senate. Jomw P. Gump. 


heavenly father and his partner, as we read in Gen. i, 26, 
that after God had got through with making the beasts and 
creeping things, and so got his hand in, as it were, he said 
to his partner, ‘‘ Let us make man in our own image and 
likeness, and let him hay dominion over the fish of the 
sea,” etc. ‘So God created man in his own image; in the 
image of God created he him, male and female created he 
them.” Now, it is evident that this man and woman were 
created about the same time and of the same mud. But for 
some good reason it seems our heavenly father and his partner 
were dissatisfied with the father’s first effort at man-making, 
so these two, although made in his own image and likeness, 
and blessed by him and told to multiply, were discarded and 
disowned. Now, let us see what the reason was. The first 
man and woman were made on the sixth day. Then came 
the Sabbath, and how many more days we hav no account, 
but in the fifth verse of the second chapter of the same book 
we read that there was nota man to till the ground. But 
as the ground muat be tilled, and the man and woman 
already made, being gorillas, would not work, our heavenly 
father and his partner went to work and made another man, 
and waited awhile to see if he would work. By the time 
that God found out that this last man would work, the dust 
that he had used to make him of was all gone, blown away 
perhaps. So he was obliged to chloroform him, and take 
out one of his ribs and make a woman of it. Now, if we 
only had a photograph of this first man that would not 
work we should know just how God looks, as he was made 
in the image and likeness of God. But we are not informed 
whether Adam was made in the image and likeness of any 
God or not. However, our heavenly father and his partner 
seem to hav met with fair success in the last effort to make 
a breed of men that would work. Eve also, who was made 
out of Adam’s rib, very soon went to work gathering fruit 
for herseif and husband. Now, it is as plain as day to any 
thinking person that the man and woman spoken of in Gen. 
i, 26, were a pair of gorillas, who, of course, would not cul- 
tivate the ground, hence he was obliged to make Adam and 
Eve. This reasonable view of the matter also helps us to 
see how Cain got his wife. He simply went over to the 
land of Nod, courted the finest young gorilla maiden he 
could find, married her, and set vp for himself. This also 
accounts for the origin of the negro race, who are the de. 
scendants of Cain and his gorilla wife. In conclusion, I 
would advise friend Maurer not to doubt the holy Bible 
until he has studied it carefully. E. C. Sry. 
C110480, ILL., July 25, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: I was born and brought up an Infidel, and 
by vature am very skeptical. Prove all things, has ever 
been my motto. I hav proved to myself the existence of a 
life beyond the grave—the immortality of the intelligence, 
will power, consciousness, or mind of human individualities. 
It is not a matter of belief. There is no such thing as belief 
in my idea of continued life; a man must know the fact, 
must hav positiv proof. 

I subscribe to Taz TauTH SEEKER for I believe in free, 
open discussion of all subjects. I hav no fear but that the 
truth will stand all the criticism that the human mind is 
capable of using against it. Anything with regard to life 
after what we call death, that will not stand and assert itself, 
in spite of doubt, denial, and scientific investigation, is not 
true. 

I notice several’ writers in Tur TauTrH SEEKER hav re- 
marked that Spiritualists hav said, ' Why take this belief 
from us?” Ido not believe that expression ever came from 
a Spiritualist. Why should we fear losing the knowledge of 
a demonstrated fact? The subject cannot be argued too 
much to suit me. 

We view the phenomena of nature from different stand. 
points, no two alike, so a fact to me has no meaning to one 
who had not been so situated or conditioned as to receive 
the same truth. After learning the fact of a life hereafter, 
as we turn back over the pages of history, the Bible, and 
the writings of eminent minds, there is à new meaning to it 
all. Mr. Longshore in his last article, ** Immortality of Man,” 
says: '' But in an immortal existence there can be no wear, 
no waste, no decay, no end; no use for thought, for reason, 
for mental or moral effort. It is simply to exist without a 
purpose or a capability, without motiv or emotion. To be 
obliged to exist in this torpid, morbid, inactiv, purposeless 
state, and that eternally, is a conception revolting to a con- 
scious being, abhorrent to reason and humanity.” Yes, 
indeed, it is a revolting conception, and could be entertained 
only by a Materialist who believes that to be the condition if 
there is an existence. How easy it seems to be for some 
Materialists to describe what the conditions are of a life they 
know not of. I used to figure it out myself about the same 
way, but when I learned the truth, I could not help but 
think how silly my expressions. must hav seemed to those 
who had the light. 

I hav no use for churches—never had. They are of no 
benefit to humanity. They profit on the ignorance and hy- 
pocrisy of the people. And hand in hand with the church 
is another monster that feeds upon the ignorance and fear of 
the people; that is the medical profession. These two hum- 
bugs are two great curses to the world, education being the 
only remedy for the evils that come from them. As people 
become enlightened as to the requirements of the physical 
organization and understand the effects of the different foods 
used in sustaining it, and put in practice the knowledge ob- 
tained, just so fast do they do away with the professional 
M.D.’s, and their pernicious practices of keeping people 
under the weather for the purpose of bleeding them of all 
the cold cash they think they can get. There are good peo- 
ple among them, but like the church they hav & common 
purpose, and are protected by one of the worst laws against 
freedom this country has ever had. The physicians of this 
country are largely of the Liberal element, and if they be- 


GzazzNwioH Vaar, Mass., July 21, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send a copy of the last issue of TuE 
TRUTH ÑEEKER to the persons named in the inclosed list. I 
order THE TRUTH SEEKER sent to those persons because. I 
think it contains the best arguments against the Christian 
superstition that I can find. Iam glad you hav concluded to 
publish a book of pictures, as I think they are an unanswer- 
able argument against the theory of Christianity, showing 
ridiculous and unreasonable sides. In truth, the whole sys- 
tem of theology is entirely opposed to reason or common 
sense, and has been forced upon mankind by fire and sword, 
and the intelligent Christian knows it cannot be sustained by 
argument. Hence the Christian efforts to get God into the 
Constitution and Jesus acknowledged as king of nations. 
And yet the people do not seem to think our liberty is in 
any danger; do not seem to see that the priest will tell us 
what the will of God is, will speak for God and act for him. 
They do not see that the church will rule the nation. And 
if anyone wants to know what will happen then let him read 
history and see what did happen when the church ruled, and 
he may hav some idea of what will happen if the church 
again gets the power. 

If all those who do not believe the Christian theory would 
withhold their support from the church, it would die of its 
own accord im a short time, but there are thousands of un- 
believers that pay their money to support the Christian su- 
perstition, and some send their children to Christian Sunday- 
schools, and see no harm in reading the Bible and giving 
religious instruction in our public schools. Now, this is all 
wrong. They ought to pay something for the advancement 
of right, truth, and justice; then our liberties would be safe. 

C. M. PowERs. 


Port TowxsEND, Wasu., July 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I hav been a constant reader of your excel- 
lent paper for more than five years, although I am not a 
subscriber, as Iam engaged in the theatrical business and 
constantly traveling, so I get my paper through the news- 
dealers, and sometimes they are as much as five and six 
weeks old. 

I think Liberals make a mistake by not making more of 
an effort to hav Liberal speakers to officiate on Decoration 
day, Washington's birthday, and especially the Fourth of 
July, as a vast amount of good could be accomplished with 
butlittle effort. I was at Ilwaco, Washington, on this last 
Fourth as the speaker was naming over the various ones who 
hav been prominent in achieving our independence. He 
said, '* And that greatest of all patriots, champion of liberty 
and independence, Thomas Paine, the man who first spoke 
those immortal words: ‘These United States of America 
must and ought to be free and independent.’ ‘‘ The speaker 
was unknown to me, and as it wasso unlooked-for and so 
unexpected, and as the program had been opened with 

. prayer by the village minister, my blood mounted to my 
face, and the tears to my eyes, and before I knew it I gave 
one tremendous hurrah, and commenced to clap my hands 
with all my might, and the entire audience of six or seven 
hundred joined in, and I knew the sky-pilot could hav 
crawled through a knot-hole. 

The Liberals of Washington hav much to be elated over 
in regard to the reading of the Bible and singing of hymns 
in the public schools, as the superintendent of public in- 
struction has informed various school boards that if they 
wish public moneys to defray the expenses of the school they 
must desist from allowing any religious services in the 
school whatever. 

I think that your article headed, **' The Union of Church 
and State,” and that by ‘‘ A Missionary at Sea,” headed, ‘The 
True Inwardness of the National Reform Party,” in Taz 
TRUTH ÑEEKER of June 28th, ought to be published in pam- 
phlet form and distributed broadcast over the land, as even 
the senators do not realize how much there is of union be- 
tween church and state in this country. But the theatrical 
people realize it, though. 

Yours for truth, liberty, and independence, | 

A. G. ALLEN. 
ATTLEBORO, Mass., July 12, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in THE Trurs Bxxxzn of July 5th that 
Mr. Jesse Maurer, of Harmony, Ind., wants to know how 
our heavenly father did not make Eve at the same time that 
he made Adam, and of the same material. If friend Maurer 
will read the first two chapters of Genesis he will see that 
the creation of Adam was an afterthought with our į 


lieve in liberty they should hav such laws repealed at once. 
I believe this M.D. question should be brought before the 
people as much as the question of religious freedom. They 
both concern our health and happiness here. - 

In conclusion I will say a word in reply to Mr. Josiah 
Friend regarding a secret society. I myself do not believe a 
secret society can ever benefit the world. The Liberal peo- 
ple would make a blunder, in my judgment, to even agitate 
the question. It is contrary to freedom and the principles 
of our government. We do not need any secret work. The 
more openly and freely we express ourselvs at all times, the 
better. Stand by the Constitution. If necessary to organize, 
let it be on the basis of freedom, with the Constitution of 
the United States and the Declaration of Independence for 
by-laws. We need no secret signs. Let the work be done 
openly before the world. F. E. ORMSBY. 


Dixiz, Wasa., July 16, 1890. 

Mr. Epor: In Editorial Notes in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
of July 5th you ask for a scientific explanation of the case of 
A. H. Walker, who changed, or is reported to hav changed, 
his mind in regard to religion, just before his death; he 
having written to you in February indorsing your paper 
and the cartoons, and about the middle of May, according 
to Mrs. Walker, having utterly repudiated them. You state 
the fact of Mrs. Walker being a Christian as a possible factor 
in the solution of the problem. The lady is an entire 
stranger to me, but knowing nothing to the contrary, I shall 
assume that she is sincere and honest, and reported facts to 
you, in her letter. 

The following explanation of the case is hardly scientific, 
but it may contain & ray of light. Nothing but & more 
thorough knowledge of the laws of mind than we now pos- 
sess, will secure a full explanation. 

lt is well known that in old age the mind retains most per- 
fectly the impressions made on itin youth. The octogena- 
rian may describe events that occurred seventy years ago, 
and seem to see every face that figures in his story, remem- 
bering the slightest occurrences in their minutest details, 
perfectly, while the events of the past few vears, yes, even 
of yesterday, he knows nothing of. More than that; he not 
only is able more readily to call to mind the scenes of long 
ago, but he takes far greater pleasure in contemplating those 
mental pictures of the past than in realities of the present. 
But this is not the case to any great extent until the mind 
begins to lose its vigor. 

A mind enfeebled by disease is often fourd to be in the 
same condition as one weakened by age. The invalid, espe- 
cially if the victim of some lingering disease, will recur with 
pleasure to events of his early life, while the present has no 
charms for him whatever. This becomes more marked as 
death approaches. 

It thus often occurs that one who, in the full possession of 
his faculties, knows the Bible uninspired and full of con. 
tradictions, absurdities, and immoralities, turns when by 
sickness his mental faculties are blurred, to the teachings of 
his early life. If anyone can explain why aged persons take 
such pleasure in, and recollect so clearly, the scenes of their 
childhood, while the intervening years are a blank, then can 
the case of Mr. Walker be explained. 

But some may ask, '* Why does the mind of a dying man 
go often revert to religion? Why not to other teachings of 
his younger days?” The answer is evident. Most persons 
hav been taught, as I was when a child, that death is the 
most important event in the earthly career of a human being ; 
tbat when death comes we shall be able to see more clearly 
than during life, the reality of religion; that at the hour of 
death we shall know what ofr condition in the future life 
shall be; that death is the gate to eternal happiness or ever- 
lasting woe. Such teachings from their very nature must 
make a deeper impression on the mind of the child than 
any other. Besides these teachings, we are told that the 
Bible is a true moral guide, and that happiness comes only 
from believing and obeying its precepts. With many, some 
of the pleasantest hours of childhood are spent in studying 
the Bible or in listening-to Bible stories from a fond mother’s 
lips—and the Bible contains many beautiful, many pathetic, 
many sublime stories and descriptions. 

It is only in after years that we learn that the good in the 
so-called word of God is more than counterbalanced by the 
evil; that the idea of & heaven and a hell is absurd; that 
death is not an awakening of the mind, but a falling asleep. 

It is not to be wondered at, then, that many Infidels, 
children of religious parents, on their dying beds, or in their 
advanced years, turn to those forcible and somewhat beauti- 
ful instructions received in early life, and renounce their In- 
fidelity. 

The writer’s parents were Christians and gave him relig- 
ious instruction. He attended Sunday-school and church 
for several years, and became a church-member at sixteen; 
but thorough examination of the Bible, without having ever 
seen an Infidel publication or heard an Infidel lecture, con- 
vinced him of the impossibility of the Bible being inspired. 
I know Christianity is false, and I hope the time will soon 
come when it will exist only in history. I am one of the 
most radical of Radicals so far as disbelief in the Bible is 
concerned. But if, by sickness or age, my mental faculties 
are impaired, my judgment grows obtuse, my memory re- 
turns to early years and presents those early teachings, 
while the result of latter investigations is forgotten, and I 
am led to say that Christianity is true, I hope that none of 
my friends will so dishonor my memory as to say that '* his 
mind became clear before death,” and he saw Infidelity in 
its true light. It would be an insult to say that my judg- 
ment is not so good now, While in the full possession of my 
mental faculties, as it will be when all are fading away into 
that dreamless and eternal sleep called death. 

HARRY LEE. 
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x $ house tad tenants I took the rooms of my | time in the Corner 
Children 5 Garne t. Methodist neighbor (I think I hav got as from te Berti doni pen di many 
m Nen good neighbors as anyone in this world, letters in the Corner as I did when we first 
Hüited by Muss Susan H. Wixom, Fall|though none of them are Freethinkers, but I ie Gor Sod doen. UL an E Ceo Te 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for | Just love them all). And I had a dear old|o]d, I was thirteen the 16th of this month. 
this Corner should be sent. lady of almost ninety with us that July morn- | I had five pets but now only four. One died, 
ing, and she enjoyed it as much as the rest of | which was a young fox with black legs. He 
us. One of the boys (Harry Keene) brought got loose three or four times but did not run 
me a bouquet, which made me so pleased ot He committed suicide by hanging him- 
" e was very tame. My young goat is 
that I havn’t got through smiling yet. And |also very tame. I named him “Billy.” 
two days before, when I gave a little boy: Well, Billy is a regular bucker from Buck- 
some money for doing an errand, the blessed | horn land. He is a great pet to the whole 
child brought it back, saying, “ Aunt Fannie, | town. He has done no mischief yet, only 
it will cost you so much for the Fourth that broken one or our uelghbara Jars and pued 
.| you had best keep this toward it.” Wasn't lu a pare treed birds whose pl. aie 
that good in alittle fellow? Of course I didn’t 
take it, but he did another errand, and I put 
the pennies for it in the little gifts. 


Punch and Judy, also a young canary. I 
would like to egg aca with some of the 

Now, children, let me tell you why I do 
this. Once I had a boy of my own, and 


young Freethinkers. Hoping to receive some 
ten years ago he left me for the infinit be- 


letters, I will close and remain, 
Yours in Freethought, Joun KRAFT. 
yond. When Christians sometimes say to me, 
* How can you bear this trouble if you hav 
no savior to flee to?” then I answer: By try- 
ing to make some other boy or girl a little 
happier, and doing by them as 1 would hav 
liked some one to do for mine. There is so 


exactly like our straw-cutting machines, into 
which we dare not hold our fingers, for fear 
they will come out much. shorter than they 
went in. . 

There the tubes are chopped into the re- 
quired size. Then to make them smooth, 
and to prevent the hole from closing, they 
are mixed with fine sand and heated in cyl- 
inders, kept revolving in the furnace. Then 
they are sieved to sort them according to 
their size, and those that are desired to hav 
an extra polish are put into bags of bran and 
shaken. Then they are strung in chains, or 
skeins, which is another home industry. 

It is said the Venetian woman, whose work 
itis, holds as many asa dozen steel needles 
8 foot in length, and often as fine as a silk 
thread, between her fingers; these she thrusts 
into the heap, getting as many as she can 
hap-hazard. 

Of course the costlier and finer beads are 
made separately, and bring a good price, and 
are more effectiv and ornamenta] than the 
commoner kind. A. H. Broox1NGER. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s ocoupations 
That is known ag the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


At Evening Time. 


As I sat musing at even time, 
When nature seemed so still, 

A little bird in a far-off tree 
A gong began to thrill. 


In fancy I could read its song, 
And it sang of hope to me; 

Jt sang of my brave and noble boy 
That was out upon the Bea. 


J dreamed last night in a wakeful sleep 
That the ship my boy did man 

Was wrecked and lost on a hidden reef 
As it was coming in to-land. 


I could almost hear his ory for help, 

* As the ship rocked on the waves. 

I could almost see his noble form, 
As the crew he tried to save. 


Science Column. 


How Beads are Made, 


It sounds almost incredible, yet it is, how- 
ever, a stated fact that it takes many car- 


little one with limited means can do, and 
life on earth is so brief, that if one does not 
take the opportunities they miss a good 
deal. And all of us do miss doing much that 
‘might make the world happier. ButI think 
the world is growing better every year. I 
think that Miss Wixon and the Children’s 
Corner will help ‘‘ the good time coming.” 
But I imagin dear Miss Wixon is shaking 


J woke in fear lest such & fate 
My dear. brave boy should meet, 
And the tidings from that little bird 
With love and joy I greet. 
ADELAIDE RANDALL. 
——à$—99——————— 
The Fox and the Rabbit. 


* I swear,” gaid a fox to a rabbit one day— 
"Tis a story they often relate in the South— 


*t You shall be; Mr. Rabbit, ere sunset my prey !” 
And he threatened him fiercely with wide-open 
mouth. 
The rabbit set off at the top of his speed, 
Resolving by flight to get out of the scrape; 
But, hotly pursued; soon discovered the need 
Of adopting a trick to effect his escape. 


So he ran to a well-curb which chanced to be 


nigh, 
A windlass that two spacious buckets possessed, 
And leaping in one—both were empty and dry— 
Very quick at the bottom found safety and reat. 


As one of the buckets thus suddenly fell, 
The other and lighter rose equally fast; 
And when Reynard arrived at the top of the well 
He thought to himself, “ I hav got you at last !” 
“ My friend, why didn't you take them both with 
you?” , 
Baid the fox, as he bowed to the one that now 
swung 
Bo high and inviting; “this nonsense we'll end ;” 
And into the bucket exulting he sprung. 


You see his mistake; for his heavier weight 
To the surface the rabbit full speedily drew, 
Who said, while ascending, '* Life's changes are 
great; 
Now up and now down! Mr. Reynard, adieu !” 


Then off hopped the rabbit, and lived, I suppose, 
Esteemed by his friends, to a happy old age; 
While the fox, when the day came at last to a 
close 
Was caught by a farmer and put in a cage. 


Now all of this proves what has often been said 

Of the slips that occur 'twixt the lip and the 
oup; 

Bo if up do not boast, there are hazards ahead ; 

If down; don't loge courage, you soon may be 
up! 
—Philtp Burroughs Strong in Wide Awake. 
tt ———— 


Sensible. 


My Drar Miss WixoN AND CHILDBEN oF 
THE ÜumnpaEN's Conner: Would you like to 
know how Ispentthe Fourth of July? I'll tell 
you my way of celebrating, as some of the 
boys and girls might liketo hear. For several 
years I hav invited the newsboys of my town 
(Btoneham, Mass.) to take breakfast with me 
on that morning. 'This year my type-written 
invitations were issued on Japanese napkins 
in this form: : 

To rug Newspoys: Fourth of July greet- 
ing. You are cordially invited to sn inde- 
pendent lunch, from 7 to 11 a.m., with your 
friend, C. FANNIE ALLYN. 

I had a dear little maiden to assist me. 
She had a red, white, and blue cap on her 
head, and a little flag on her left shoulder. 
Itold you of her in rhyme like this once : 

Gipsy Queen I call my Bessie, 
With her eyes so dark and bright. 

Icouldn't afford luxuries, so we had coffee, 
bread and butter, cookies, salmon, potted 
chicken and ham, cake, and ice cream. Each 
boy found in his plate a bunch of firecrackers, 
a tin horn, a Roman candle, and a motto. 
The mottoes were, '' Forget not the Brave,” 
* Be True to Your Country,” with others of 
that nature. After breakfast the boys came 
to the parlor, and presented their mottoes in 
exchange for a packet bearing a duplicate 
motto. "The packages contained baseballs, 
neckties, games, pocket-books, and a variety 
of articles that Ithought would please boys. 
The boys came, and ate, and laughed, and 
talked, and there was no impatience of word 
or deed to mar the morning. We just bad a 
“splendid time.” I did, anyway. As my 


her finger at me, and saying, ‘‘ Talk less and 
say more." Bo, with love to all the boys and 
girls, I'll say good-night. 


C. FANNIE ALLYN. 
Stoneham, Mass., July, 1890. 


[Everyone must agree that Mrs. Allyn's 


method of celebrating the Fourth of July is 
8 beautiful and useful one. 


Mr. J. Waters 
recommends the anniversary of our national 


independence as a gift season, instead of the 


25th of December, which is of far less sig- 
nificance than our national holiday. This 
eventful day is full of importance, and should 


be observed in a rational and sensible man- 
ner. 
above is most worthy. 
newsboys of Stoneham in saying, ‘‘ Long liv 
C. Fannie Allyn.” Her heart is large, loving, 
and true. 
make the world better by love and good 
works.—Ep. C. C.] 


To celebrate it in some such manner as 
We join with the 


Bhe is one of the rare women who 


eo 
Her Little Brother’s Bet. 

Little Tommy was entertaining one of his 
sister’s admirers until she appeared. 

** Don’t you come to see my sister ?" he in- 
quired. 

*C Yes, Tommy, that’s what I come for.” 

** You like her immensely, don't you ?” 

“Of course I admire her very much. 
Don't you think she's nice ?" 

** Well, I hav to, 'cause she's my sister; 
butshe thumps me pretty hard sometimes. 
But lets see you open your mouth once. 
Now shut it tight till I count ten. There—I 
knowed you could do it !” 

** Why, Tommy, who said I couldn't 7” 

** Oh, nobody but sister." 

** What did she say ?” 

** Well, she said you hadn't sense enough 
to keep your mouth shut, and I bet her two 
big apples you had; and you hav, havn't 
you? And youll make her stump up the 
apples, won't you ?” 

The young man did not wait to see 
whether she would ‘‘ stump up ” or not. 

en a din 


Correspondence, 


Pooanonras, ILL., July 18, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon : It has been a long time 
since I hav written to the Corner, and as 
you were kind enough to print my other 
letter I thought I would try it again. I am 
very much interested in the Corner, and love 
to read the letters and other matter also. 
We had a very nice rain here Saturday, and 
we were very glad to see it, for we needed it 
badly. We hav had a dry spell of weather. 
It is Tery warm weather here now. 

Ithink the pictures are grandly designed. 
It is nice for the writers of the Corner to cor- 
respond with one another. I correspond 
with some little ladies of the Corner, and 
would like some more to correspond with. 

I like to write to them because I can 
learn from them about the climate, inhabit- 
ants, and productions of the places they liv 
in. It seems rather queer when they talk of 
it being so hot when itis rather cold here. 
I guess I will close for the time. I will try 
to write a longer and better letter next time. 
Hoping to see this in print, I remain, 

Your Liberal friend, Lizzie KEINNAM. 


GRANT Fork, ILL., July 28, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav not written to 
your great and noble paper for a very long 


loads of glass beads annually to supply the 
demand of the purchasers. 

The best customers are the French, and 
next the Spanish of this country and Europe. 
According to the testimony of a German 
whose name I hav forgotten, the purer the 
nation the less the fondness for beads. 

It is presumably evident that the Germans 
as a nation are too earnest and industrious to 
care for such frivolous vanities. Almost the 
sole costume of the Hindoo, Malay, and 
Ethiopian consists of those ornaments, and 
in Africa they are frequently used in the 
place of money. 

The Mongolians and Japanese are purchas- 
ers of that ornament (beads), but the Chinese 
are said to detest beads of all sorts. The 
Italians do not share the love of beads, but 
strangely enough it is from Venice that the 
civilized and uncivilized people are supplied. 
Beads are mostly manufactured at Venice, 
and the seven large bead factories there and 
on a neighboring island belong to a German 
who employs five hundred hands. 

In all, about six thousand earn their living 
by different processes incidental to bead- 
making and a poor living it is said to be, 
too. 

The process is very simple, and we will all 
see for ourselvs, should we ever enjoy the 
privilege of a visit to Italy and the Venetian 
city. 

Beads are made of different materials, as 
pearl, steel, amber, garnet, glass, coral, 
diamond, rock-crystal, and seeds. 

The Roman Catholics find them indispen- 
sable in rehearsing their Ave Marias and 
their Pater Nosters, and a string of such 
beads is called a rosary. Just imagin, what 
would an Ave be worth without a rosary ? 

But to resume the subject, and check the 


‘pen that is inclined to ramble on others of 


less importance. The chief essential of bead- 
making is that the glass, which is worked 
when in a semi-fiuid state, should be tough 
and ductil, so that it can be drawn out like 
rosin, only very much thinner. 

Before the glass leaves the furnace it is 
colored by chemicals, of which arsenic, salt- 
peter, and antimony are the principal. 

It is then ready to be drawn out into tubes. 
A glass-blower dips his iron rod into the 
sticky mass, then takes up a lump the size of 
an apple and rolls it on a plate to round it, 
then taking a simple tool makes a hollow 
at the end of the ball like that at the end of 
a wine bottle. Another workman has done 
the same with another lump, and the two 
then press the hollowed edges of the balls 
together until they adhere, and the union is 
so complete that the air within cannot 
escape. The workmen then walk with their 
rods, in opposit directions, to a distance of 
8 hundred yards, keeping step all the time 
exactly, as if they were marching. Mean- 
while the red-hot glass stretches off from the 
balls as long as any remains, or perhaps 
until it becomes cool. At the same time the 
inclosed air pushes itself out of the long glass 
thread, and so produces a hollow tube instead 
of a solid rod of glass, and the future bead 
has now received its necessary hole. 

These tubes may be of various sizes, and 
so making different-sized beads. 

A very general home industry at Venice is 
the sorting of the tubes, and the breaking of 
them into about three-feet lengths, making 
the large basketfuls look like the quills of a 
porcupine. The girls and women sort and 
weigh these, and then take them back to the 
factories, and put them into machines 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The oder 
** Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine,” ** Individual: 

ity,” and “ Heretios and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The osts,” ‘Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” '* The Declaration of In. 
dependence,” 'Abou& Farming in, Hinolss 
“The Grant Banquet “The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and '* A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll. 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. f 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. : 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah B. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents ; "cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 

ould be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
soe a Musas AU naris. Pr qoplat Si- 
cents per en: ; » $3. 
Millions of these should be ‘circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Bob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

und in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll's works, the pu lisher has had 
all his leotures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume; in hi 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Tngergollg “The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” that 
they hav been printed on heavy toned paper, 
18x32, illuminated border, and in large: clear 
type, suitable for framing. and the three 
be forwarded to any address, for 25 ots, or 
either one for 15 cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect, In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the oel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ? 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talka, and da to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
s rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
Tocco; gilt, exquigitly fine, 7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
UBE THE a 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, - 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood; Mrs. Blenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
$5 cents, Address Tum TRUTH SEEKER Oo. . 


The Candle From Urd r the 
. Bushel 
(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - x 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE! 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B. F. UNDERWOOD and Prof. O A. Bur- 
gess, Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 


Paper, 188pp., 50 ct.: e10., 83. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1716, 


Price, 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Prioe, 10 centa. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


! By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, è J0 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolution out of 
Onristianity. mt D. M. BENNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worship Identical— 
ien Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings.: 


By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
Great Britaia. 
Price, . 2Bcents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


OR, Posirivist OaLeNDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, ete.. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R, Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 809pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LONGBHORE. 
80., 502. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Joan PFisEr. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 cente. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By S. P. Purnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE. 
By Wm. MoDoNNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 3J0.; clo., 50. 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


OR, 
Way BHOULD THE ATHEIST FEAR TO DE? 


By J. G. HOLYOAEE. 
Price, 5 cents, 


1 


THE 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 


Tar PRINOPLE or PFRExETHOUGHT. 
By G. J. Horxoaxr. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. iaoLyoAxE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS I, Il: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION, 


By A. R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An ‘Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap., 500.5 olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. p 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


SUSAN H. WIXON, 
F. M. HOLLAND, 
MRS. MATTIE P. 'RREKEL, 


BY 
COL. R.G. INGERSOLL, R.B. WESTBROOK, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jz., 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


BUBJEOTS OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should tt consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


me WANTED Acts n Es 
ro: w 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scot ay, Ne Y. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


n THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


YRAY-S5QUARPE: 


OB, 
The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disouss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. 


sie for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


$ For the benefit of our read- 
[| ters who preserve their papers 
8 iwe offer a nevi style of bindor, 
A made for t e parno 
Bt; with the ie z of TSE 
M TRUTH SEEKER printed in 
r old letters on the outside. 
8 binder allows the open- 
ine of the papers pertootly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the fle. without disturbing the 
other parts. 
Bent by mail aid, for 81. 
SEEKER, 


padres THE 
tf a H BEER Pl., New York. 
BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OB; 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
nspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 883pp., 
Silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
m oes not go far to sustain Spiritualism aa to 
ow that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Price, $1.00. 


86, and 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 
Photo-engra 


8 of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. 


Ce, 400.; With autograph, 50 cts 
Giordano Bruno. 
His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


Grords Jacos HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LprA R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fex a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com: 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs or mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 


“Tactics of Infideis.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, 
and Influence, 382 pages. 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv ae an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Prices 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

"Ehe American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. B, F. Burns, of Halifax, 


Nature 
Price, 18 


N.8. In this letter | the following. subjects are 
dealt with: 1 Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? à the” ‘Position of Agnosticism 


Toward Ohtiatianity, 8, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
5 Onristianiiy and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
cents. 


NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED 


Christianity : Detectiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict hetween Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. i 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
di NE R . 


ROMEs REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


10 cents, 


By NaTHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate Re orgona] experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A RA 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., i 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 
It is a thought-breeding book, and all who a: 
free to receive new light will find i et ag satisfaction 
and 1d inspiration. py obeud ok 
appeal is always EU i & a man’s reason, 
ani. to 8 noblest sentiments: never to his gel. 
fishnoss. —{Boston Post. 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 


The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY : 


INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3, 


By JOHN WILIAM DRAPER, M. ES LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKEB. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12m0, 75pp.; 
50 cts. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Extraot. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOE, . i ; $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By ArTHUR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


` INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter_I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution i Chap- 
ter lli. Bible Myths an volution; C| Jhapter IV, 
Bible History and Évolution; Chapt Bible 
Morality and Evolution: Ohapter V s Bibl e Mir- 
acles and Evolution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible i i Chapter VIII, Bible "Poetr &nd Evolu- 
hapter » Bible Art and Evo. ution: Phan: 
d ong ¢ Bible God and Eyolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
&nd Future and Evolution ; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Oonolusion. 
Han dsomely bound in cloth. Price$1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is “boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—[Literary World. 
You turn over his pages with a fascination gim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 


ter-Ocean. 
Trin at m ia a rush, a carrying 


ory has a continuity, 
power whioh reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. 
The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
Arat qu ter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
a8 & style that reminds us of Macaulay. 


M uA Monthly. 


. Eighth edition. "Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp. $1.75. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 


Address 
: 38 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 
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Literary Notice. 

The August number of that excellent pub- 
lication, the Popular Science Monthly, 
opens with an extended article by Edward 
Atkinson entitled, ‘‘ Common Sense applied to 
the Tariff Question.” I+ isa discussion of the 
business principles which should govern our 
tariff revision, and, as common sense has 
been quite rare in this connection, the article 
should be very welcome. One year ago a 
small army was at work cleansing and rebuild- 
ing the houses and caring for the inhabitants 
of the desolated Johnstown region. Dr. G. 
G. Groff, president of the Pennsylvania state 
board of health, contributes to the monthly 
some of the experience that he gained in this 
task, in an article on ‘‘ Sanitary Work in 
Great Disasters.” An account of one of the 
most interesting features in the relations of 
the Europeans to the American Indians is 
given by Henry W. Henshaw in a copiously 
illustrated paper on ‘ Missions and Mission 
Indians of California,” from which we make 
extracts on another page. A curious lot of 
beliefs about future punishment has been put 
together by Frederik A. Fernald, under the 
title, ‘‘ Ancient and Modern Ideas of Hell." 
President David Starr Jordan concludes his 
essay on “ Evolution and the Distribution of 
Animals” in this number. There is an illus 
trated paper by Bernhard Hollander, of Lon- 
don, on ‘Centers of Ideation in the Brain,” 
showing how the experiments of modern 
physiologists support some of the observations 
of the early phrenologists. Under the title, 
“A Queer Pet,” Miss E. W. Bellamy 
describes the doings of a praying mantis, or 
devil’s riding-horse. Edward B. Poulton 
writes on '' The Uses of Animal Color ;” a 
note of warning is given by M. Charles Richet 
on the subject of ‘‘ Mental Strain;" and Dr. 
Klein tells of recent progress in ‘‘ The Discov- 
ery of Invisible Worlds." A very timely arti- 
cle is that on '* Thunder-Storms,” by Robert 
H. Scott. There are a sketch and portrait of 
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OMPBOR. 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Hev.Jouw W. CHADWIOK. 


8. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 


y+ ow suns and worlds come into being. By 


Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 


geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 


egins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6- EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. RoBSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 

* uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Cork. 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 

velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. EocLES. 


9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. BEIL- 


TON. 


10. EOL TON OF THEOLOGY. By Z, SIDNEY 


AMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Ds. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NeEtson O. 
PaRsHALL. 


18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OHADWIOK. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Srarz 
Hoyr NIOHOLS. 
15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
SOMING CIVILIZATION. By MiwoT J. 
VAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 


2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 


for 86cenis, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8: 11 Jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 8 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. n best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
li jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model "Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$25. Best open-face filled screw Gase: $27; hinged, 


d $80; hunting, $26; Lonis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
| Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels: $17; 11 Jewels 
| $18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; lid 
| gold, $10 to $20 more. 
| mentations up to $100 extra. 


14 kt BO. 
Ruby and diamond orna- 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, Skt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth ; & magnificent hair ornament 


(and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
j brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., 

Ba 
| v! 


heart-shape. 
phire and ruby in center, same price an 
ue. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $3800 down 


1 to $10; game proportionate discounts. Allbought 
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These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and | 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Kianhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East :5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
Ste Newark, N. J. Lectures amd discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


-Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 


Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. Ali friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marius HEIGRTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ayo., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MacomBer,Pres,; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secutar Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:20 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tae TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. RMITS, Cor. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends, O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture fo. 
by debates. The public cordially invited. owed 


Brotherhood ot Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Xa., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading.room 
hall at 2:30 P wx. All Liberals i in- 
vited. F. Y. Dusan, Gor Sen, co cordially ini 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening st Union Squar 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial mvi. 
tation is extended to ali. Seats free. 


Bes Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust atreota. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, €., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President, 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:20 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, 80ng8, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal siterature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Sec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


before late advance. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


The Sole Factors and Hxact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, 


Is a regularly educated 
' and legally qualified Phy- 
sician, and the most, sno- 
cessful in his speciality as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts, for his “Prie 
vate Counselor." 2 book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suffering from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application.—a. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost. and should be in 
the hands of Sease aftict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
gners have been frequent- 
7 ly assailed and exposed by 
the press. but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prefer. 

sion, and it is safe to trust bim." -- The National View 


P. FELLOWS, 


iJ. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J 1 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman o 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second that he fulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time bit 
skill would have been called miraculous. Fourth 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 
stanch Liberal.—Tne Better Way, 


des 


Address, 


R. 


Dr. 
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Glews of the Week. 


Gems of Thought. 


SrANLEY is in fair health again. 


Trarian and negro laborers hav come into 
conflict at Pomona, N. J. 


CartHorios sre crying out against the ** ram- 
pancy of Freemasonry " in Uruguay. 


Tue Chicago city council has resolved to 
fill 150 acres of the lake front as a fair site. 


A TELESCOPE lens, larger even than the 
Lick, and able to make the moon appear 
only 100 miles away, is proposed. 


New York and the neighboring country is 
suffering from a spell of heat that causes sev- 
eral deaths and many prostrations daily. 


Race hatred has caused a French physi- 
cian to protest against any of his countrymen 
taking part in the Berlin Medical Congress. 


To combat Socialists, the authorities of 
Catalonia, Spain, hav declared a state of 
siege, and directed the arrest of the ring- 
leaders. 


Turre passed over Chicago a few days ago 
a meteor looking like a ball of fire, carrying 
a broad trail of fire, and emitting a hissing 
sound. 


Jay Gourp has given a present, or bribe, 
of land worth $9,000 to the Episcopal and 
Presbyterian churches of Irvington-on-the- 
Hudson. 


TnznEÉ is trouble ata New York G. A. R. 
post over the rejection of a member’s dues be- 
cause two years ago, in Savannah, he praised 
Jefferson Davis. 


- Amone the states whose confederation 
makes up the German empire, there is jeal- 
ousy at the excessiv influence of the chief one 
of them, Prussia. 


GUATEMALA and San Salvador are making 
desperate efforts against each other. The 
former has 40,000 men under arms at pres- 
ent; the latter. 10,000. 


Dorme the Columbian Exposition there 
will be held at Chicago a congress of social 
reformers of every description, who will 
expound their doctrine. 


CaNADIANS hav long stolen lumber from 
the northern border of Minnesota, and the 
federal government has dispatched an expe- 
dition to suppress the practice. 


Marsa Cook, a Republican of Marsh 
county, Miss., said that he would stand as a 
candidate if the federal election bill passed, 
and was shot from ambush and killed. 


Cuwa is spending this year about $5,000,- 
00 in the effort to regulate its wayward 
river, the Hoang Ho, which has recently 
caused such terrible loss of life and prop- 
erty. 


. Tue Prison Association of New York 
meets with success in securing places 80 that 
ex-convicts who desire to liv honestly may 
do so; 1,600 hav secured places during the 
past year. 


Erren Swanton, a sister in the Sacred 
Heart Convent in New York, has been taken 
to the city hospital, having developed relig- 
ious insanity, imagining that she had a mis- 
sion to convert everyone. 


GENERAL Mres, in command of our Pacific 
coast, desires fortifications for Portland and 
all cities on Puget sound, as in case of war 
the English from British Columbia could 
demolish them with ease. 


Ar Birmingham, Ala., on the 26th ult., dif 
ference arose between the Republican and 
the Democratic speakers at a public meeting 
as to the division of the time, and a riot en- 
sued, in which several were wounded. 


A THEOLOG'OAL bickering that has long 
continued between a Jewish rabbi of Mil- 
waukee and an elder has been settled by the 
pulling out of part of the rabbi's beard. and 
the arraignment of the parties in court. 


Bratne’s proposal of free trade with 
American nations causes rival Republican 
leaders to denounce him as an apostate to pro- 
tection. There is jealousy between Blaine, 
Reed, and McKinley, all probably aspiring 
to the presidential nomination. 


Harron and Wanamaker are embar- 
rassed, after their condemnation of the 
Louisiana lottery, by the exposure of Russell 
Harrison as having solicited advertisments of 
the lottery, and given it favorable notices in 
the papers of- which he is part owner. 


THE government of the Argentine Republic 
has suppressed the rebellion. An amnesty 
‘has been granted to the offenders. It 
appears that the rebel cause was the just one, 
88 the government had been foully corrupt. 
The insurgents failed only from a blunder in 
not securing sufficient ammunition. 


Tuar farmers of Ottawa and Cloud counties, 
Kan., are more vehement against capitalists 
than those of any other part of the West. 
Bince April, when many of them resolved in 
mass meeting to refuse, after December 1st, 
all taxes, coupon interest. or mortgage in- 
debtedness unless helped to the money by 
government, they hav maintained an ener- 
getic agitation. ; 


TRUE, à man cannot lift himself by his own 
waistbands, because he cannot get out of 


himself; but he can expand himself (which |: 


is better, there being no up nor down in nat- 


ure), and so split his waistbands, being al- 


ready within himself.— Thoreau. 


Puxar we in time’s tempestuous flow, - 
Stem we the rolling surge of chance! 
There may alternate weal and woe, 
Success and failure, as they can, 
Mingle and shift in changeful dance! 
Excitement is the sphere for man. . . 
The ape of all my powers henceforth 
8, 
To bare my breast to every pang—to know 
In my heart’s core all human weal and woe, 
To grasp in thought the lofty and the deep, 
Men’s various fortunes on my breast to heap, 
And thus to theirs dilate my individual mind, 
And share at length with them the shipwreck 
of mankind.— Goethe. 


SEVERAL learned men hav testified their 
surprise at not finding in the historian Fla- 
vius Josephus, any mention of Jesus Christ ; 
for all men of true learning are now agreed 
that the short passage relativ to him in that 
history has been interpolated. The father of 
Flavius Josephus must, however, hav been 
witness to all the miracles of Jesus. Jose- 
phus was of the sacerdotal race, and akin to 
Herod's wife, Mariamne. He givs us long 
details of all that prince's actions, yet says 
not a word of the life or death of Jesus, nor 
does this historian, who disguises none of 
Herod's cruelties, say one word of the gen- 
eral massacre of the infants, ordered by him 
on hearing that there was born a king of the 
Jews. 'The Greek calendar estimates the 
number of children murdered, on this occa- 
sion, at fourteen thousand. This is, of all 
actions of all tyrants, the most horrible. 
There is no example of it in the history of 
the whole world. Yet the best writer the 
Jews hav ever had, the only one esteemed by 
the Greeks and Romans, makes no mention 
of an event so singular and so frightful. He 
says nothing of the appearance of a new star 
in the east, after the birth of our savior—a 
brilliant phenomenon, which could not escape 
the knowledge of an historian so enlightened 
as Josephus. He is also silent respecting the 
darkness which, on our savior's death, cov- 
ered the whole earth for three hours at mid- 
day, the great number of graves that opened 


at that moment, and the multitude of the] 


just that rose again. The learned are con- 
stantly evincing their surprise that no Roman 
historian speaks of these prodigies, happen- 
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‘be 


DID MAN FALL?) PIONEER PITH. 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 


$5,000 REWARD. 


ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of 
By of Israel the True God 
Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - =- c =. PBOcents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


J oF 
THE BIBLE. 

1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His- 

torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 

firmatively and negatively by quotations from 

scripture, without comment; embodying the most 


palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 


Mord inspired word of God 
B. 


y W. H. BURR. 72 page "Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


Bx A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 


Bx A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
Bv A. HOLYOAKE. 


Price, 10 cents. 


‘LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, - - -~ 5 cents. 


‘EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


ing in the empire of Tiberius, under the eyes If You Take Away My Religion 


of a Roman governor and a Roman garrison, 
who must hav sent to the emperor and the 
senate a detailed account of the most miracu- 
lous event that mankind had ever heard of. 
Rome itself must hav been plunged for three 
hours in impenetrable darkness. Such a 
prodigy would hav had a place in the annals 
or Rome, and in those of every nation.— Fol- 
aire, 


We know nothing certainly of Jesus Christ. . 


We know nothing of his infancy, nothing of 
his youth, and we are not sure that sucha 
person ever existed.—Jngersoll. 


Tur teaching of the early fathers on the 
miblect is perfectly unanimous and unequiv- 
ocal. Without a single exception, all who 
touched upon the subject pronounced activ 
resistance to the established authorities to be 
under all circumstances sinful. If the law 
enjoined what was wrong, it should be dis- 
obeyed, but no vice and no tyranny could 
justify revolt.—Lecky. 


Tae right of resistance ought never to be 


entirely erased from the mind of man, be.! 
cause by its abolition he puts on the fetters | 


of servitude. The notion of the right of re- 
sistance had been banished from the Roman 
community, by the general disgrace and 
infamy into which it had fallen, and it could 
not be regenerated from its ruins. It could 
not, in my opinion, hav sprung more natur- 
ally from the principles of Christian society. 
It is to the feudal system that we are indebted 
for its reintroduction among us.— G'uizot's 
History of Civilization, 


InsusticzE is not easily supported. The 
strong may gain despotic power for a time, 
but the crafty only can maintain and 
strengthen it. No monarchy nor aristocracy 
can long subsiát by open force, but only by 
specious deception. The few cannot tread 
on the necks of the many, unless they first 
blind their eyes. And never was a bandage 
found that blindfolds so effectually, or so 
conveniently, as the bandage of religion. 
Through its thick, mysterious folds, scarce a 
ray of reason’s light can penetrate, and thus 
the political juggler can play off his legerde- 
main tricks without fear of challenge or de- 
tection. . Run your eyes over the 
pages of history, and say if church and atate 
hav not been inseparable allies. Say if the 
sword has not planted the cross, only that 
the cross might sanctify the sword. Look to 
England, look to France, look over the civil- 
ized world. Call to mind the French 
Revolution. What gave the death-blow to 
despotic power and aristocratic sway, in that 
great struggle for reason and freedom! Was 
it not the fall of the beneficed priest, and the 
loss of his influence? And who reéstablished 
that influence? Was it not the autocrat 
Napoleon ?—Zobt. Dale Owen. 


What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price, - - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


| Bv CmBaAnLES BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 


] Price, 10 cents. 


j $$ $$ 
: Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
| by a Weak bnt Zealons Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


i 


Men, Women, and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
Bx HELEN H. GARDENER, - 
t With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
| Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


i WOMAN: 

! Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs, . 

By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


! Irs History AND Its InFLUENOE UPON 
SOOTY. 


By DB. Lours BUCHNER, Author of “ Force and 
Matter,” eto. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1." 


| 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 
Price, 80 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - - 2 Qents. 


Bx SALADIN. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


. By B. F. UNDERWOOD., 
Price, 7 5 - : 10 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


“Is the God 
2 


By Caer. R. C. Apams, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub; author of . 
“ Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason,” 
an 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra~ 
tionalism is based. 

Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 centa. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp., 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“ Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Ms. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD: DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
oN 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Bast Teachings and Ray- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors. 


By G. O. DARLING. 
Paper, - - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada, 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, e . . 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MOLLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price; 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. MoLazzn. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoox. 
Price, 25 cents. i 


THE CRISIS. 


> By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS Purrranism anD MoNEY-GreTTING. 
By A. R. CooPER. 
Paper, 20 0.; flexible clo., 85. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap. 500.; clo.) 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REF ORM. 


Entered at the Poat-Offce at New York, N. Y., as Becond-clase Matter. 


had his entire family sick for some time, and 
being a member of a Baptist church he felt 
that he ought to put all he could spare into 
his own church. The beggar said, as he 
stepped out of the door, ‘‘I will see to your 
trade in Neponset.”— British American. 


the discussion of political questions having | norse-thieves, are part of the life of frontier 
been prohibited. But this restriction has|civilization. Actually, in parts of this great, 
now been removed, and with it has come a | rich, enlightened state the due course of law 
contest for political supremacy. and order is a farce. A man's life, liberty, 
and pursuit of happiness is at the mercy of 
bands of wretches on a level with the brig- 
ands of Italy, or the outlying tribes of 


Botes and Qlippings. 


Tue quickest trip ever made around the 
earth was made some years ago by the short- 
winded preacher who prayed around the 
world and back again in four hours. 


Tax Newburyport, Mass., Herald recently 
printed an interview with a Spiritualist, in 
which he says: ' A short time ago Walter E Arabia." 
Reid, of Grand Rapids, Mich., was arrested i 
on the chargé of falsely using the mails. | THE Protestants and Catholics of Clearfield, 
Reid is known as a medium for reading | Pa, are engaged in a bitter sectarian fight. 
sealed letters; that is, he professes to be able | The Protestants. are mostly organized in the 
to obtain from spirits answers to sealed | Patriotic order of the Sons of America, and 
inquiries addressed to the latter. The prose: | ? British- and Scottish-American association. 
cutor was the postmaster-general. Judge | Both are bitterly opposed to Catholics. They 
Jackson instructed the jury to find Reid | bav been working together politically in the 
guilty of fraud. Reid protested his innocence | town of Houtzdale. Houtzdale has been 
and offered to prove that he was innocent | Strongly Catholic and Democratic, but at the 
by reading sealed letters then and there in last municipal election the Protestants, 
open court. Judge Jackson said that Reid’s | through their work at the polls, defeated all 
offer to do what he (Jackson) knew he could | the Catholic Democrats and Republicans, 
not do proved to his mind that Reid must and elected a citizen’s ticket composed exclu 
be a fraud. He accordingly sentenced him to |Sivly of Protestants. This greatly angered 
prison. Spiritualists think, waiving altogether | the Catholics. White Hixon, editor of the 
the question of whether Reid is a fraud or not, | Houtzdale Observer, for attacking the Catho- 
that Judge Jackson's action wil! be construed | lics in his paper, was threatened with death, 
to establish a precedent against mediumship, 8nd always went armed. He was attacked 


In discussing the Indian appropriation bill 
in the Senate, Mr. Reagan declared himself 
opposed to any connection between church 
and state, and to all denominational schools. 
He would hav all the Indian schools carried 
on under the control of the United States 
government. As to the argument that the 
work could be done cheaper and better by 
religious denominations, he said that if that 
argument were to prevail it would apply 
equally well to the common schools of the 
country. That was an admission which 
ought not to be made. Seuator George 
indorsed fully the position taken by the Sen- 
ator from Texas. These two were alone in 
their secular opinions. 


It is reported that Cardinal Rampolla has 
by circular instructed the Italian bishops to 
inaugurate an agitation against Premier 
Crispi’s proposed laws regulating the city of 
Rome. i 


THERE is a conflict now going on at Bel- 
grade, Servia, between the government and 
the synod of bishops regarding the appoint- 
ment of a new bishop. In consequence of 
the dispute the minister of public worship 
threatens to resign. 


Taur Russian minister of the interior has 
ordered the local authorities to prevent 
foreign missionaries from carrying on their 
religíous propaganda among the Jews to the 
detriment of the exclusiv right of conversion 
possessed by the Orthodox church. 


Tur committee appointed by Right Rev. 
Bishop Whitaker to make inquiry relativ to 
the charges affecting the conduct of Rev. C. 


Tax New United States of Brazil, like that of 
Switzerland, imitates our republic closely. 
The federal capitol, however, unlike the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, will hav the right to repre- 
sentation in the senate and house, and to 
choose presidential electors. The terms of 
senators will be nine, and that of the presi- 
dent six years. 


S. Daniel, minister in charge of St. Chrysos- 
tom’s Protestant Episcopal church, Philadel- 
phia, hav concluded their labors, and hav 
submitted a report recommending that Mr. 
Daniel be presented for trial for a misap- 
propriation of funds and for a breach of his 
ordination vows. According to the report of 
the committee, Mr. Daniel assumed charge 


Harrison and his party in 1892." 


and that it is a blow against personal liberty. | one night, but upon displaying a revolver he 
President Harrison will be asked to pardon | was allowed to .go. Hixon entered suit 
Reid, and if he refuses to do so, as it is| against all his assailants, and they are now 
intimated he will, the one million Spiritual. | under bonds awaiting trial. At a recent 
istic voters of America will vote against|horserace a free fight between the opposit 


sides was precipitated by Matt Savage, 
one of the Catholic leaders, and a prom- 


Taux New York Sun says: '' Modern Infidel- | inent man, villifying the Protestants, be- 
ity, by far the most radical form of Infidelity | cause a Protestant constable was about 
in the history of the Christian church, treats.|t ) remove him from the track where he 
faith as nothing more than superstition rest- had no business. Savage and the other 
ing on the imagination, and a blind accept- | Catholics who were in the riot were arrested 
ance of traditional authority incapable of! and held for court. It looks as if the pres- 
scientific demonstration. It acknowledges | ence of the militia will be necessary to pre- 
the religious instinct, as it must do, but treats | vent bloodshed when the case comes to trial. 
it as an expression of the weakness of man | [t is charged that at a recent funeral a Cath- 
groping after an explanation of the unex- | olic priest, instead of preaching a sermon, 


of St. Chrysostom’s church in June, 1880, 
and the total contributions for work among 
the poor and for current expenses received 
by him was $21,088.91, and of this, it 
is alleged, he appropriated to his own use 
upward of $16,000. 


Cuurog ushers in Boston hav apparently 
got the business down pretty fine. One of 
them the other Sunday remarked to a pretty 
woman who had asked him fora seat: ‘If 
you will allow me, madam, I should like to 
giv you a seat on the broad aisle. We put 
the handsomest ones there to decorate the 


Waar is the cause of this disease—this 
church." ; 


Sunday sickness, the characteristic symptcm 


Tur military draft in Italy in 1888 consisted 
of 162,326. Of this number 89,602 could 
read and write, 2,954 could only read, and 69,- 
770 could neither read nor write. Compar- 
ing this proportion of educated men with 
that of the draft of 1885, the general state of 
education in Italy has advanced by 3.39 per 
cent within the last three years. If this 
progress i8 continued for the next forty years, 
there will be not à man in that country with- 
out being able to read and to write. 


Tue prices previously obtained for school- 
books afforded a reasonable profit. But a 
trust has been formed by the leading publish- 
ing houses of A. 8. Barnes & Co., D^ Apple- 
ton & Co., Irwin, Blakeman & Co., Van 
Antwerp, Bragg & Co., and Harper Bros., 
together with enough smaller concerns to 
represent 90 per cent of that branch of busi- 
ness. Competition will be eliminated, and as 
a result, school-books will become cheaper in 
quality and dearer in price. This recent ad- 
dition to the trust family is labeled the Amer- 
ican Book Company, with headquarters at 
Philadelphia. 


Tux republic of Equador is governed by 
priests. No book can be imported without 
approval from the Jesuits. The national 
receipts and expenditures are never pub- 
lished. The people know as little about pub- 
lic funds as the Roman laymen of America 
know about their own parish finances. 
Quito, the capital, with two hundred thou- 
sand people, is just as it was three hundred 
years ago. No railroads or telegraphs are 
allowed, and there are no schools except the 
few taught by monks, where beads take the 
place of reading. .Four-fifths of the people 
can neither read nor write. 


Tax Roman Catholics of Neponset, Ward 
24, Boston, are to hold a fair some time dur- 
ing the month, for which they are makiug 
great preparations. A few days ago one of 
the communicants of this church called upon 
a provision dealer on Beach street, Boston, 
and requested, as he had traded there occa. 
sionally, that he would make a contribution 
toward the church building fund. The 
dealer said that he did not feel able, having 


‘farm products on storage and advance legal 


of which is an indisposition to go to church? 
Why is it that ‘‘ church-goers,” by which is 
meant those who consider it a duty to go to 
church and who go sometimes, do not like to 
go to church? Why is it not a pleasure for 
them to goto church? Are they bored atj spiration at the start, for it rejects all super- 
church, and if so, why? Is it because they | naturalism as undemonstrable, and without 
are thoroughly bad and cannot endure to sit ' revelation upon which to rest, what becomes 
under righteous and goodly teachings? Or of theology? It goes further and strikes at 
is it because the pulpit does not supply what | the very foundation of religion by refusing to 
they need? It seems to us that if the descrip- accept the personality of God, as beyond the 
tion of the disease is correct, it would pay to | power of man to know and to prove. The 
study all the causes. If the pulpit teaches | substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
just what should be taught and in the right | of things not seen, as St. Paul defines faith, 
way, then there is something very wrong with | are altogether outside of the facts of dem- 
church people who do not go to church, and | onstration to which it confines belief. Ac- 
yet they seem like honest and conscientious | cordingly, there is no possibility of argument 
and dutiful people in the ordinary walks of| between theology and this modérn and scien- 
life. If man is essentially religious and relig- | tific Infidelity, for they can agree on no 
ion givs the highest joy, it does not seem rea- {fundamental propositions. In its view all 
sonable that he should turn from its teaching | the gods of men, savage and civilized, Chris- 
if it is taught according to his need. Per- j| tian and pagan, are man-made idols only.” 
haps the fault lies in the teaching.—Milwau- 
kee Sentinel. 


Tur Farmers’ Alliance, North and South, 
seems likely to hav some considerable influ- 
ence in the autumn elections. Its aims, so 
far as they hav been formulated, include the 
following: 1. The Sub-treasury bill so called, 
being a project for the government to take 


plainable mysteries of life, not as a capacity 
to perceive the final truth by divine grace. 
Theology and mythology are classed together 
by this Infidelity as the creations of man and 
not of a supreme intelligence. It rejects in- 


Tus outrages committed by the White 
Caps of Indiana hav been most shocking. In 
an official report made by the attorney- general 
of the state he said, speaking particularly of 
Crawford county: ''They hav repeatedly 
flogged helpless women until life was nearly 
extinct.” He made the further almost in- 
credible statement that they ‘‘ hav procured 
the publication of their law-defying notices 
in the newspapers of the county.” Worse 
still, he declared that ‘‘ good citizens openly 
applaud the doings of the White Caps." He 
showed that property had depreciated in 
value there, ** since no one has that confidence 
in his neighbor which is essential to a good 
state of society.” And all this, he said, had 
then, in 1888, been going on for two years. 
The situation is quite as bad in 1890 as it 
was in 1888. The Indianapolis News declares 
that White Cappism ‘flourishes to-day as it 
neverdid before," and it draws this really 
startling picture of the situation: “ Judging 
from its course, this infernal barbarity has 
Pennsylvania. The only state in New England | become a factor in life. Local opinion seems 
where it has made headway is Connecticut. | to reckon it as an influence, just as the ‘sa- 
Iu the Western states, however, the move- |loon influence, the ‘temperance element,’ 
ment is widespread and earnest. Here, asin!and such forces are reckoned, or as the 
the South, it was non-political at first, even , vigilantes, or Society for the suppression of 


tender notes on the same to the producers. 
This is the prevailing Alliance purpose in the 
South. 2. Abolition of the Supreme Court, 
abolition of laws for the collection of debts, 
the seizure of railroad property in behalf of 
the people, and the revaluation of mortgages. 
In Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
and Texas the farmers, under one of the sev- 
eral designations by which they are known, 
are very activ. The farmers of the Eastern 
and Middle states hav not, as in other states, 
taken up the agitation. The Alliance has 
hardly obtained a foothold in New‘York or in 


directed a tirade against the Protestant rela- 
tions of the deceased who were present, and 
knocked the hat of one off because it was put 
on before the wearer got clear outside of the 
church. 


WarrzR PoLLARD, of the Pollard Publish- 
ing Company, was at the Tombs police cour 
on the 8th to testify that there was nothing 


four street venders on Wednesday. Justice 
White said that he did not think there was 
anything inthe book that was likely to hurt 


played by the venders that the book h 


Should be destroyed, as they were meant to 
inginuate that there was something shockin 

in the book. He discharged all the prisoners 
and the seized copies of the book were 
returned tothem. Assistant District Attor- 
ney Bedford spent a part of the same 
afternoon reading the ‘‘ Kreutzer Sonata” 
and other books that hav been seized 
recently. At the close of the examination he 
said. to a reporter: ''I think the arrests of 
those concerned in selling such works should 
be made by the proper authorities only. I 
don’t believe in these societies setting them- 
selvs up as Censors and constituting them- 
selvs judges and jury in the matter. If I 
don't find anything more in the case I shall do 
nothing about it." Dr. Gunn's man Britron 
failed to appear before the excise board to 
press the charge of violating the excise law 
which he had made against Koster & Bíal. 
The complaint was therefore dismissed. 
Concert Garden Keepers Hermann and Peters 
received their concert licenses from Mayor 
Grant. They were among the proprietors 
whom the amateurs in vice repression Gunn 
and Britton made charges against. The 
amateurs said that they had no complaint to 
make against the character of the places or 
of those who frequented them, but that they 
had evidence of violations of the excise law 
in them. The mayor held that this was a 
matter for the excise commissioners and 
police magistrates to consider. 


immoral in Tolstoi’s ‘‘ Kreutzer Sonata,” f 
selling which Capt. McLaughlin had arrested 


anyone’s morals; but that the signs dis. 
suppressed by the czar of Russia and the 
postmaster-general of the nited States 
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Communications. 


Our “Holy ” Faith. 


The popular, modern meaning religious people 
attach to this word holy, has a wonderful influence 
in keeping them in the dark and in spiritual bondage. 
e must examin into the root and origin of the 
word and learn what it meant to those of earlier 
times, who used it in connection with their religious 
thoughts and teachings. We will find it was not 
understood in the present sense, but with altogether a 
different meaning from that we ssoribe to it now. 
: Because we read the ancient writings not with the 
‘sense ‘and meaning in which they were written, we 
cannot understand them. With our new definitions 
to the words, is it anything remarkable that we 
should not agree or should not undersiand what the 
ancients hav written? This assumption on the part 
of religious teachers to enter the field of philology 
and change the etymology of the language has led 
to controversy, quarrels, and sectarian bitterness. 

` The definitions and interpretations of the Bible 
imposed upon us to day are not those of the writers 
of that book. There are many important, leading 
words prominent for the significance théy giv to the 
text, that hav undergone a complete transformation 
in meaning, through the arbitrary and bigoted zeal of 
the church to make a religion that would support the 
superstitious beliefs of a dark and idolatroua age. 

The word “holy” is one of them. If we will ex- 
amin a lexicon or an English dictionary we will see 
at once that we hav all been deceived, and hav been 
taught to believe what is false and what the fathers 
never meant to teach ; and that we hav never under- 
stood the lessons they taught and interided to leave 
on record. 

The word “holy” did not mean anything sacred 
or divine ; it did not refer to anything supernatural 
or superhuman. Then any common thing, almost 
any material or physical object, was called holy ; not 
because it possessed any inherent divine properties. 
It was called holy because of a special or peculiar 
use made of it, or from association or connection 
with certain priestly acts or duties. 

There was nothing in the word itself—no virtue, 
no significance ; it was an adjectiv to designate uses, 
to which objects, places, persons, or things were 
put or applied. 

Anything which was used for religious purposes 
was designated from the other things that were not 
go used by the word “holy.” It was simply a word 
used for the purpose of separating everything that 
was connected with priestly services in any way, from 
things that were purely secular or had nothing to do 
with religion. A thing in ancient times was not 
necessarily any better because it was holy, for the 
adjectiv was applied to things that were good or bad 
or indifferent, and to very many things that had no 
moral qualities about them. 

Just as we use the adjectiv black—a black thing 
may be good or bad. 3 

Besides Holy Ghost, holy spirit, and holy seript- 
ures, we hav holy temple, holy water, holy mountain, 
Holy Land, holy war, holy ground, holy sepulcher, 
holy cross, holy Sabbath, holy Inquisition, and many 
more holythings. Now, we know there is nothing 
inherentin these things that makes them different 
or better of worBe than there is in the same things 
elsewhere, that are not ealled "holy." "There are 
any amount of ghosts and spirits and scriptures in 
these times that are “holy” in the same sense the 
ancients believed and called things holy, but to 
whieh we do not apply the word. Because we do 
not think the word applicable to them, although 
more deserving, or because they are modern and 
human, and do not belong to ancient and holy times. 

By the chureh during the Dark Ages, when 
not one in ten thousand could read—including many 
of the clergy—when light and intelligence were 
almost blotted out of existence, and the people had no 
guide but their low animal instincts; when science, 
law, literature, and civil government itself were sup- 
pressed or brought in subjection to the benighted 
and corrupt church ; then these changes in the use 
of the word “holy” began. The understandings of 
the people had become so feeble, debased, and cor- 
rupted, they had not the capacity to discriminate nor 
to appreciate, so they accepted the Bible language, 
ineluding this word holy, just as the darkened priest- 
hood imposed it upon them. 

It was during this dark period of the church his- 
tory that so many things became holy that were 
never called holy before—holy in the sense that we 
now hav them—because the priests taught the people 
they were so. They had their holy pilgrimages and 
erusades—his “holiness” the pope and his holy 
saints, who conducted the holy wars, were generally 
boly men that were bestial, licentious, and corrupt; 
men whose moral sense was 80 low and obtuse that 
it did not restrain them from any means within their 
reach to accomplish their unscrupulous, malignant, 
or ambitious purposes in enslaving and degrading 
the people into abject subserviency to their own 
despotic wills. 


If we will examin, we will find that the theology of 
the Dark Ages has given us our religion. 

Much of the superstition we ‘cherish, and our 
reverence for holy things, for the holy mysteries and 
miraculous occurrences recorded in our “ boly 
scriptures,” orizinated in that bigoted, barbaric, and 
bloody period. It is well known by all intelligent 
clergymen and biblical scholars, and openly avowed by 
the revising committee in their “Companion to the 
New Testament,” that not only new and wrong mesan- 
ings hav been given to many words, but that great 
changes in the text hav been made, by additions and 
omissions, by the Roman clergy; so much as to 
change and often to destroy entirely the original 
sense. 

There were noneeof these holy things known nor 
spoken of in the days of Jesus and his apostles. 

They did not know that Judea was a holy land; 
or that Olivet was a holy mountain; or that a simple 
sepulcher, a hole chiseled in a stone, could be holy; 
nor that a gibbet in the form of a crucifix was holy. 

Neither did Jesus say or think anything about a 
“holy spirit," nor did Paul. The context of their 
homilies would not admit of it, without a ridiculous 
and absurd use of words, destroying the good sense. 

With them, it was simply the spirit, in opposition 
or contrast to the letter, or the law. It was the liv- 
ing up to the principle; living right, because it was 
right, and best, per se, and not living or doing right 
merely bacause the letter or the law required it of the 
believer. 

So we see they had no use for the word holy ; to 
them it would hav been worse than superfluous. It 
would hav weakened if not destroyed the sense; and 
shown & lack of manly dignity and common intel- 
ligence. 

No; no; no! Wherever we find the word holy 
used in language attributed to Jesus or Paul, 
or any other of the earlier writers, we may 
be assured that it was put there by later 
scribes and copyists, by the orders of the 
church, after the third century, when the church 
began to reverence relics, reminiscences, and ma 
terial objects from Jerusalem more than the lessons 
of truth and light and love, which characterized all 
of the real teachings of Jesus. When virtue de- 
clined, then show and sound and pretense of extra 
godliness took the piace of that reality, which had 
become paganized and lost in superstition. 

There are no gospels in existence now that were 
written earlier than the fifth century, and no one 
knows how accurately or erroneously they hav been 
copied. Vast numbers and quantities of the earlier 
and purer manuscripts of the original writers were 
destroyed by the authority of the Roman church. 

Many of these were more rational and simple, and 
easily understcod. They were destroyed on that 
account. If they had been preserved and read, the 
people would hav gained from them such rational, 
intelligent views of religion, that they would not 
hav submitted so readily to the domination of the 
priesthood. 

They would hav resisted the changes in the text 
and meaning of words that the clergy unscrupulously 
made and which Christendom so humbly accepts. 

The revisers of the New Testament knew these 
facts in regard to the text, but they pledged the pub- 
lic that they would not alter them materially, before 
they began their task. Merely changes of grammar 
and a slight improvement in the style and the sub- 
stituting of some milder and less offensiv words 
where needed, was about all they promised or ex- 
pected to do in this undertaking to improve our 
ancient religious literature. 

They knew the masses reverenced the text and 
its teachings so much, notwithstanding the many 
perversions and corruptions they contained, that the 
infatuated and credulous multitude would not accept 
the version if the falsehoods aad interpolations 
were expunged and any considerable changes were 
made to restore them nearer to the original. 

The flood of light that modern scholarship is 
throwing on the corruptions and abuses of these 
ancient scripture records is doing but little to cor- 
rect the false notions and impressions of religion 
the people entertain. False, misleading, and mis- 
chievous as are tke influences, as much as they are 
deceived and suffer from the delusion, they would 
sooner adhere to their errors and do what they can 
to perpetuate them by persistently teaching them 
and opposing those who teach the truth concerning 
the facts and are laboring to correct the errors. 
Such is the fondness for and attachment to tradition, 
the reverence and devotion for ancient, sanctified 
myths and long-cherished beliefs and usages, that 
they possess a charm over the religious emotions 
and affections that nothing in heaven or earth can 
break. Yes, so it ig! 

The church lapsed into this debasement, this lack 
of principle and disregard of integrity, during the time 
it opposed thought, when it believed that learning 
and intellectual strength, investigation and criticism, 
were of the devil. It was then the pope, bishops, 
priests, and saints had their divine revelations, their 
teachings direct from God, and they would not tol- 
erate any human judgment to interfere with their 


stupid, irrational, and often immoral and inhuman 
decisions and decrees, which they claimed were in- 
fallible revelations of the divine will. These revela- `- 
tions authorized them to change the meaning of 
words and to reconstruct the scriptures go as tp 
make them to sanction these newer but baser ideas 
of God and religion. j 

The greater.reformers that hav appeared at 
different periods of the church history saw and 
knew these abuses were being perpetrated. Some 
of them—- Luther particularly distinguished himself— 
protested against them. But the evils were so old, 
deep-rooted, and universal, they seemed to be in the 
general estimation sanctioned and sanctified. 

The corruptions and changes in. the scripture 
were allowed to remain to a great extent, for with 
them in the record they found enougk that was gen- 
uin to quote against the existing gross sensualities 
and the assumptions of the church. On the testi- 
mony of these scriptures was their chief dependence 
for the authority to attack these corruptions and 
usurpations of the ecclesiastical hierarchy. With all 
their errors the scriptures were needed as the 
weapons of defense. ‘Luther's, and other Protestant 
translations, were slight improvements on the 
Catholic version. No determined effort or disposi- 
tion was manifested to restore them to their earlier . 
simplicity. The times were inauspicious and the 
means were not at hand if the necessity had been 
ever so Obvious and apparent. So it was postponed, 
and no translator or reviser since has had the cour- 
age or has succeeded in any thorough revision of the 
text. Our recognized King James’s version and the 
modern “revision " are little else than reproductions 
of the old Catholic interpolated, abbreviated, and 
paganized version. The masses of the religious 
people among Protestants, priests, preachers, officers, 
and laymen hav been taught that it is “holy,” and 
they blindly accept it as such on slight testimony. 
They want to believe it is 80. 

Notwithstanding these undeniable and indisput- 
able truths and the testimony of the highest biblical 
scholarship to sustain them, pious people, religious 
teachers in ail sects and denominations, oppose in- 
vestigation or any better knowledge on the subject. 
Any attempt to correct the language or sense of the 
text but irritates and distresses them. They prefer 
these old Catholic and pagan superstitions and the 
mental and moral submission they hav wrought on 
their own minds and feelings to the freedom and 
cheerfulness of the light and truth. Deacons, elders, 
and church officers conspire to discountenance and 
suppress any inquiry calculated to undermine the 
divine authority of these “holy” scriptures, as we 
hay them prepared for us by the popish priests of 
the dark ages of stupid barbarism. — 

With the same priestly tones and gasping, ghestly 
facial solemnity, we must pronounce the word 
* h-o-I-y" with a reverent drawl, as the priests had 
learned to do in order to assume the airs and atti- 
tude of a superhuman being, and to command the 
veneration and homage of the benighted multitude. 

Yes, all these ghostly sights and sounds of ecclesi- 
astical pageantry were worked up by a debased and 
heathenish priesthood during the gloomy and bar- 
barian period of nearly a thousand years, when the 
church lapsed into a religious despotism, subjugated 
the civil power, and had the exclusiv rule of the 
people. 

It destroyed the Roman empire and introduced 
barbarism and anarchy. It bequeathed us the super- 
stition now called orthodox Ohristianity. 

These false ideas of the original meaning of the 
words “holy” and “holiness” we inherited from 
them, and we hav not the courage and manliness, 
not the honesty or ambition, to inquire or to care to 
know how we came in possession of our religious 
literature and of much of the superstitions we call 
our religion. They tell us it came from God ; that 
is enough, we take their testimony. They say it 
was good enough for our ancestors, they believed it, 
it saved them, and it is good enough for us. We all 
admit the soundness of the ethical precepts, but it 
is not these that do the mischief. Nor is it these 
we war against. It is what is technically called the 
religion or the theology of the Bible, that enslaves 
the people and makes them cruel, superstitious, un- 
charitable, and despisers of the light and truth, which 
alone should be our guides. 

In selecting this word “holy” for the present orit- - 
icism it was not with a view of singling it out as 
especially exceptionable or obnoxious in the uses 
that hav been made of it. There are so many sig- 
nificant words that hav been changed so entirely in 
their meaning and uses since the Bible has been 
translated into English, that, to go no further back in 
our inquiry, we hav ample reason to submit the text 
to rigid criticism. Unless we “prefer darkness to 
light because our deeds are evil” it is our duty, and 
should be our pleasure, if we desire the right more 
than the wrong, to seek the truth and to welcome 
the assistance others can bring us to find it. If 
ignorant and misguided men hav deceived us and 
led us into gross errors and mistakes, it is no just 
excuse for us to remain there. 

That we hav been so led is the concurrent testi- 


mony of all who hav taken the pains to examin 
and are qualified to hav a judgment on the ques- 
tion. If we hav justifiad ourseivs for refusing to 
take some portion of the record literally, what is to 
hinder us from looking into the whole text critically, 
and when we find it can be shown we are in error 
abandon the falsehoods we hav been taught to 


believe were sacred and infallible traths? Sarren- 
der the ridiculous habits and notions that we hav 
acquired and adopt the wiser and better course—the 
truth as far as we can find it, that it may make us 
free. We cannot succeed, neither do we deserve to, 
in obtaining and enjoying the good things in store 
for right living while we continue willfully in the 
wrong. 

It is often urged by those who oppose inquiry, and 
resi in a false faith, that others engaged in the 
search of truth and exposing the false are wantonly, 
if not maliciously, tearing down and destroying, in- 
stead of sustaining and building up. This is the 
wail and the ory, the last resort and reason, of those 
clinging with faith and steadfastness to ancient 
error and illusion. It has been the ery of the weak 
and despairing devotee of existing forms and estab- 
lished iustitutions from the Pharisees of Judea 
eighteen hundred years ago down to the present 
hour. Tais class crucified Jesus, stoned Stephen, 
imprisoned Paul, anathematized Luther, burnt the 
martyrs, hanged and imprisoned the Quakers, and 
denounced as Infidels and heretics those who dared 
to disturb and disquiet them in their devotion to 
their cherished delusions and inherited fallacies. 

How long must fraud, fallacy, and flattery be the 
Spiritual instrumentalities to purify, enlighten, re- 
deem, and save the world ? How long must the dis- 
gusting platitudes of ancient heathenism with all its 
mythology, with its crude and senseless gibberish, 
its weird and wild imaginings, its baseless visions 
and speculations, be the standard of thought and 
belief for us of this nineteenth century? How long 
are we to look down to the stupid, stultified, and 
ignorant for our guides and instructors in the mys- 
teries and truths of modern divine revelations? Is 
there no redress? Ara we to be forever sfilicted 
with this incubus of ancient ghostology, because 
bad and ignorant men hav called it “holy?” How 
long must “holy” blindness and “holy” stupidity 
be on the lead and shape the fate and the destiny 
of the human family? T. E. Lonesnore. 

Philadelphia, Auguat, 1890. 

ee 


Missionary News. 


Dr. Geo. L. Pentecost, who has just returned 
from a two years’ evangelistic mission to Scotland, 
and who has in contemplation a mission of similar 
eharaeter to the Indian empire, gave in Boston, July 
17th, a long account of the new field opening to 
him, from which I make these encouraging extracts 
—encouraging to us Liberals and discouraging, I 
should think, to the Christian missionary : 


There were in India about 5,000,000 nativs who had 
attained an English education. The firat people among 
whom it was proposed to conduct the contemplated evan- 
gelistic work were the Englishmen there. The second ele- 
ment in the field consisted of the educated Anglo-Indians. 
Many of these had become Infidels to the extent that they 
had come to disbelieve in the truths of Brahmanism but had 
not come to believe in Christianity. There were 15,000 
matriculated nativ students in Calcutta alone in its institu. 
tions of learning. These people were very docil, and 
Infidels from abroad had taken advantage of that very fact 
to spread their teachings among them. A million copies of 
one of Ingersoll's lectures had been reprinted in one of the 
dialects of India. Again, the missionaries now there were 
begging that evangelists should come out to preach the gos- 
pel to them, saying, ‘‘ We are walled in and oppressed in 
spirit by paganism, and we want to hav some one to preach 
to us.” 

'Isn't this good news? A million copies of one of 
Ingersoll lectures ciroulating in India! Does any 
one know which lecture it is? 

Speaking of the method which it is proposed to adopt, 
Mr. Pentecost said it was to be evangelistic—simply to 
preach the gospel. He was not to be sent out by.any board 
of missions, proud as he would be to be so sent; he and his 
‘co-laborers were to go out simply because of the Bible call. 
They would not try to prove the gospel or to establish any 
theological school. The educated Brahman was fully as 
keen in argument as the educated American, and perhaps a 
little more so. Nothing, therefore, pleased him better than 
to draw the Christian into an argument as to the compara- 
tiv merits of Christianity and Brahmanism. Argument, 
therefore, was not to be used, but the gospel of Christ was 
simply to be preached. 

* He would not try to prove the gospel.” There 
he shows his good sense. Past experience has con- 
vinced him there is no such thing as proving the gos- 
pel. He has found the “educated Brahman” a 
“little more keen” than the Christian, and that it 
* pleases” the educated Brahman to draw the Ohris- 
tian into an argument, confuse and confute him. 
What an admission! And for this reason “argument 
is not to be used, but simply to preach the gospel !” 
What is a gospel good for that cannot bear the 
argument of a “ pagan Brahman?” Fatal admission ! 
Would the Christian refuse to use argument if he 
could thereby overthrow the pagan? Of course 
not; and yet the whole of this discourse of Pente- 
cost was for the sole purpose of inducing “a small 


volunteer band of Christians from this country to | feet distant and exclaimed, “ The life has been burnt 


join his mission party ;” for he is to “be joined in 
England by a company of ladies and gentlemen of 
Social position and independent means, who go out 
with him to assist in the mission.” What a good 
time they wil hav in preaching and refusing to 
argue, a8 our learned D.D.'s do in this country 
when they attack “Infidelity” behind their pulpit 
ramparts, and then when challenged to come out in 
an open, clear fight respectfully decline, alleging 
they will not debate with an Infidel alias pagan or 
heathen? O Ohristisnity, thou art in this nine- 
teenth century smothered with thine own breath, 


but knowest it not, for the fires within thee are 


kindled by hypoorisy, ignorance, and mammon! As 
sure as right is right and wrong is wrong, ali the 
wealth being heaped up by the churches cannot save 
them from the doom written upon their accursed 
wails by the unerring, progressiv finger of science, 
truth, end life. Erra E. Grssox. 


— 49-4 ———-—————— 


Does Electricity Produce Instantaneous Death ? 


The law of electrocution is a New York produc- 
tion. It was conceived and ratified by the New 
Yorkers, and it has iust been tried on a New York 
subjeot. The current was passed through him, and 
permitted to flow for eighteen seconds ; but this did 
not kill him, and two minutes later it was passed 
through him again for an indefinit period, when the 
froth gathered at his mouth, and it waa thought his 
soul had gone to see the God that made him, and in- 
cidentally, the dynamo, the executioner, and its other 
accessories. The third time conquers, says an old 
adage. As Mr. Kemmler still persisted in breathing, 
the current was turned on once more, and allowed to 
flow four minutes; then smoke igsued from his 
mouth ; the odor of burning flesh filled the apart- 
ment, and the victim was adjudged dead enough for: 
an autopsy; and if the current did not kill him the 
autopsy did. No more will he promis to cling to his 
wife “till death ;' no more will he break one com- 
mandment to keep another ; no more will he reduce the 
population of his nativ state just before the census is 
taken. He has gone where the light of God iliumin- 
ates the city, and dyramos areunknown ; but his mur- 
derers still enjoy mundane society. I am a profes- 
sional electrician, and I hav done all that I could to 
oppose the operation of this infamous law. Eleotric- 
ity can only produce death by the violence it does to 
the body. An expert told me a few days ago that ani- 
mals had recovered from the effects of the strongest 
artificial currents ; and unless some part of the body 
is fatally burnt or ruptured, the case is one of sus- 
pended animation, and the revival is only a question 
of time. I conclude with an article I wrote eight 
months ago, which has been refused by the leading 
papers. . 

As the government of this state has decided to 
administer capital punishment by electricity here- 
after, it is relevant to inquire if this agency can be 
utilized to produce death instantaneously in all cases, 
and if so, to ascertain by just what process this 
“ desirable end” would be accomplished. I submit 
that the electric current in passing through the body 
produces at least three distinctiv but inseparable 
effects, of which any, if acting alone and sufficiently 
powerful, would destroy life. The most prominent 
of these is the forcible contraction of the muscles, 
which may be drawn so tightly about the arteries a8 
to impede the circulation of the blood, produce con- 
gestions, and stop the action of the heart. The 
calorific effect of electricity is to increase the tem- 
perature of the parts through which it passes, and 
this may produce their disruption or combustion. 
The current also exerts an electrolytic action on the 
system. The magnitude of these effects is propor- 
tional to the energy of the electromotiv force of the 
current, practically proportional to the duration of 
its flow, and inversely proportional to the resistance 
of its path or circuit. If their conjoint influence 
“ paralyzes the nerves," or produces unconsciousness 
in less time than 0.03 of one second, it must act 
more quickly than sensation, and produce a painless 
death. 

But if this period be prolonged the subject will 
die an agonizing death. He will feel as though his 
muscles were being lacerated and violently separated 
from the bones, and also experience the acute sensa- 
tions of an incipient combustion which will be much 
intensified at the points. of contact. I write this 
from experience. The duration of consciousness 
under these conditions (other things being equal) is 
dependent on the electrical resistance of the individ- 
ual and his powers of endurance, and he may revive 
in the grave. The condition known as rigor mortis 
does not follow in cases of apparent death from 
electricity. I believe it is stated now on good au- 
thority that the proximity of the human body to the 
earth will neutraliza the effects of the strongest cur- 
rent. Nearly all that hav been killed by artificial 
electricity hav called attention to their respectiv 
situations, and some hav described their experience. 
A superintendent of the Brush Electric Lighting 
System, in Dayton, O., received a powerful current 
by accident. He walked to a place of rest several 


out of me.” I think he died about eight minutes 
inter. An instance is mentioned by Professor Thom- 
son of some man, I do not remember whom, who re- 
ceived in direct circuit the eleciro-motiv force of 
1,000 volts. We find by assuming the resistance of 
this man’s body and its contacts, at the hands, to hav 
been 10,000 ohms, which is a very fair estimate, that 
he received a continuous current of 0 1 of one ampere. 
It is seid this condition had lasted fifteen minutes 
when some one discovered his situation. If this be 
true he received in that period & charge of 90. cou- 
lombs, and this did not kil him. The resistence of 


the body may be reduced to an average of about 


2000. ohms, by the proposed appliances with their 
several connections. 

As the norma! electromotiv force of the most 
powerful alternating current machines is about 1,000 
volts, the condemned will probably receive a current 
of about 0.5 of an ampere, which flowing three 
minutes, would amount to 90. coulombs, the quan- 
tity of continuous current electricity that was with- 
stood by one I hav mentioned. However, an alter- 
nating current is somewhat more dangercus than a 
continuous one. The clectromotiv forse cf an ordi- 
nary flash of lightning is about 1,000 000 volts. I 
am opposed to all murder—be it judicial or other- 
wise—and I do not believe that two wrongs make a 
right. However, if these things “ must be," I sug- 
gest a more humane, simple, and efficient means of 
execution than the present methed, or the one that 
preceded it. Let the condemned be put into an air- 
tight cell, in one part of which shall be placed a 
quantity of cyanide of potassium, and directly above 
it a glass vessel of hydrocyauic acid, which may be 
liberated by an electric mechanism breaking the 
glass. The admixture of these chemicals would 
produce the most concentrated fumes of prussic acid. 
The condemned would inhale an 8greesb!e perfume, 
resembling the odor of peach blossoms, and this, in 
my judgment, would produce instant unconscious- 
ness and eternal oblivion. JULIEN MARCELLAB. 

Carleton House, New York. 
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A Just, Judgment. 
The proof of & poet shall be sternly deferred 
Till his country absorbs him as affectionately 
As he has absorbed it. — Whitman, 

This is true of all whe teach new and, especially, 
unwelcome facts. They are condemned, ostracized, 
and often martyrized for speaking, writing, and pub- 
lishing facts which the world will not be prepared for 
for ages yet to come. Still, if the few who see clearly 
are silent, the needed reform will never be pushed. 

Habit, old influences, and a reverence for authority 
hold back the muititude; and the few who get great 
glimpses of great truths are called fools and fanatics 
and cranks and lunatics. For in*tanoe, see the judg- 
ments rendered against Moses Harman by a court 
and jury who hav no more “absorbed” him than an 
ignorant Catholic can absorb Darwin. 

“ Orucify him,” “ Crueify him," has ever been the 
ory of pope, priest, and prelate, who are determined 
to rule or ruin. . 

It is so easy to condemn where one fails to under- 
stand. The few who are radically individualized ` 
must suffer for their farsightedness and fcresighted- 
ness. The tyrant anathematizes and punishes what his 
small soul cannot “absorb,” forgetting that “he or 
she is the greatest who contributes the greatest prac- 
tical example.” 

Friends, I hav been through the mill—I hav 
“absorbed” a little of the great mass of truth that 
Moses Harman has fought for. I now plead for him ; 
as one pleads who has tasted and still tastes the mar- 
tyrdom of being misunderstood. I want you to help 
in the good work. As you know, I hav petitions for 
Harman’s release from the enormous peuslty of five 
years in prison for printing and mailing a simple 
Latin word in a letter exposing a man’s cruel and 
brutal attack upon his sick aud helpless wife. No 
one claims to be injured by the letter, and way then 
punish the publisher ? 

Hundreds admit being made kinder, more tender, 
and more tolerant by reading the srticles the igno- 
rant condemn. Should we not then rather reward 
than punish the publisher? I shall feel honored by 
each and every application from you for petitions, and 
hope you will send for them at once. This is the 
time when our work ib needed. Take hold wherever 
opportunity offers and do your best. As we worked 
for D. M. Bennett in his time of need, let us work 
for Moses Harman in bis time of nead. Every name 
asked for in the signing of the petitions opens the 
door for discussion and inquiry, and these two 
influences are the leading ones toward knowledge 
and happiness. SAN sti 

I hav read Harman's paper, Lucifer, the Light 
Bearer, from its initial number, and am a cleaner, 
purer, better, aud happier woman to day from its 
influence. I hav 

Read these leaves to myself in the open air, 
Tried them by trees, stars, and rivers, 

And found nothing to insult my soul 
O: defile my body. — Whitman adapted. 


Snowville, Va. ELNINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
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The American Secular Znion. 


That Prize Manual. 


In answer to many inquiries concerning this book, 

am happy to report progress. The manuscripts 
did not all come in as soon as desired, and some very 
important ones are delayed even yet. We want and 
intend to hav the best we can get, and the delay of a 
few weeks is nothing compared with the importance 
of the subject. 

There was much delay in getting a commitiee. 
Oar well-known Liberals all declined for want of 
time, etc. Prof. Felix Adler, of the Ethical Culture 

«Society, accépted from a profound sense of duty, and 
is now in the Adirondacks, loaded down with our 
manuscripts. He is a very busy, overworked gentle- 
man. Prof. Daniel G. Brinton, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, has done nobly, and is very discrim- 
inating in his judgment. He has written more books 
than some of us hav ever read. In undertaking to 
examin our manuscripts, be has greatly taxed his 
time and strength. Prof. Frances Emily White, of 
the Woman's Medical College, Philadelphia, a lady 
of great ability and learning, had very unexpectedly 
to go to Europe to attend the great medical conven- 
tion in Berlin, but will return September Ist, and 
will review what the other members of the committee 
hav done; while Miss Craddock and myself hav done 
a vast amount of “ weeding "—she between the brick 
walls of notoriously hot Philadelphia, without a day’s 
vacation, and I in my “ cottage by the sea,” where I 
came to work, not to rest. 

We are doing the best we can and all we can, and 
musi ask our friends to be patient and giv us time to 
do our work well. We hope, but do not promis, to 
make the award at our congress, the latter part of 
October. R. B. WESTBROOK, 

Pres. American Secular Union. 
to ————— — 
The Army of the Ameriean Seeular Union. 


By permission of the writer, we print the follow- 
ing, from a member: 


ORANGE County, Ia., June 8, 1890. 

Miss Ipa C. Crappoox, Secretary American Secular 
Union, Dear Madam: I read your last communication in 
Freethought and your appeal for organization init. You 
will never succeed in making an army of the different Lib- 
erals, for the simple reason that there isnot a single one who 
has not his own views, and has but precious little considera- 
tion for anybody else’s. : 

I would like to see how you could form an army out of 
Anarchists, Secularists, terrorists, Socialists, Nationalists, 
Theists, Atheists, Agnostics, Materialists, Spiritualists, etc., 
every mother’s soul of whom considers his own ism as the 
particular point at issue, and make them toe a line and work 
in unison. 

I, myself, hold Anarchistic views, and the effect of it is, 
that even the idea of an army, its regiments and companies, 
is repulsiv to me, which makes me a bad soldier for a com. 
mander whose tactics rest on a wrong basis, according to 
my view, although my confidence in voluntary coóperation 
makes me put my shoulder to the wheel, and go it is with 
almost every Liberal. 

If you could draw up something like a creed, which every 
Liberal could indorse, your idea might succeed, but such is 
manifestly impossible. And even if you achieved the im- 
possible, every single one of your soldiers would insist that 
his or her idea would preéminently be the only way to pro- 
ceed to execution, and criticise and cavil at every order 
issued by headquarters. 

Guerrilla warfare seems the best adapted to Liberal tactics, 
and if on some rare occasions Liberals seem to combine in 
offering a solid front toward the enemy, they always do so 
in order to shut the stable after the horse has broken loose, 
as in the late Harman case, and at the same time Keep up a 
continual quarrel with each other on minor points. 

Without & common basis on which all agree there can be 
no permanent organization. : 

Inclosed find a couple more dollars to help the guerrilla 
along, and believe me, yours very respectfully, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LzsPrNAssE, M.D. 

The above hits the nail on the head. It explains, 
in a nutshell, just what the difficulty is in the way of 
the success of Freethought. Liberals fail to unite in 
fighting the common enemy, not because they can’t, 
but because they won't. 

And yet we hav a common creed. One and all, we 
resent ecclesiastical tyranny; one and all, we recog- 
nize the fact that freedom to promulgate our special 
“ism” ean never be perfectly secure so long as any 
religious power can get its grip upon the throat of 
the state. And this creed is nothing more nor less 
than what the American Secular Uuion is contending 
for. Why should not the various classes to whom 
Dr. Lespinasse refers join us in this fight ? 

Spiritualists! Are you not, even now, planning a 
political move to avenge the unfairness with which 
medium Reid has been treated by a United States 
court cf justice? Were church and state wholly sep- 
arate, think you that such an act of injustice would 
hav been possible? 

Materialists! You claim, and very properly, that 
if you see reason to deny the existence of a God and 
a future life you shall hay the right to proclaim your 
belief openly. And you, Agnosties, you also claim 
the right to at least question their existence, without 
fear of legal ostracism., But in my own state of 
Pennsylvania, any of you might, by implication of. 
the constitution, be disqualified to hold any office or 

place of trust or profit under the commonwealth. 


| Not until the affairs of the state are administered on | of us, you know, has all he can do to take care of his 


a purely secular basis, will such disabilities be re- | own little crag. What, relinquish that cherished 


moved in Pennsylvania and elsewhere. 

Atheists! Of how much worth is your testimony 
accounted in most of our courts of justice to day? 
No matter how upright your lives, your avowed dis- 
belief in God too frequently ranks you along with 
idiots and felons, and below women, in the eyes of 
the law. Hav you no interest in securing a total 
separation of the state from church interference? 

Theists! When the National Reformers shall 
hav had their way, how long can you go on preach- 
ing up a deity who is the exponent of your own 
highest self? Do you not understand that they 
intend that every knee shall bend before their Holy 
Trinity, and before no other god? Do you not 
understand that such intention, supported by law, 
means persecution of you and your fellows? How 
mistaken, then, is your action in refusing ic join the 
army of the American Secular Union, which is wag- 
ing the only organized warfare against these 
would be uniters of church and state ! 

Secularists! You whose philosophy teaches you 
to seek the best things, physically, mentally, and 
morally, of this world only, without concerning your- 
celvs about the hereafter! How long, think you, 
will you esespe the persecution of the other-world 
bigots, when the law backs them up in their demand 
that you shall lay up treasure for heaven only? The 
American Secular Union is your graft upon the old 
Liberal League; but how many of you are to-day 
loyally tending and watering the new growth, sothat 
it may bring forth fruit for the healing of the 
nations ? 

Terrorists! You, who would carry out your 
schemes by means of physical force and dynamite! 
Who are the two enemies that you are fighting? 
Priesteraft and stateoraft, are they not? And yet you 
turn your backs on the American Secular Unionists, 
who are doing all they can to weaken the alliance be- 
tween these two! 

Socialists and Nationalists! You who believe in 
ecóperation and in a government most truly of the 
people, by the people, and for the people! Do you 
think that ecclesiastics will ever step down and 
out from their exclusiv leadership of the people 
until che church is put on exactly the same level as 
are other private clubs? When God gets.into the 
Constitution of the United States, and Christ is 
made king, and Wilbur P. Crafts succeeds in msk- 
ing it a penal offense to do an honest day's work on 
Sunday, will not your régime be rather a curse than 
a blessing to mankind? Will it not open the way to 
a tyranny worse even than the present dreadful one 
of competition in the business world? Shall we not 
then become a nation of religious hypocrits, our 
promotion depending upon the favor of the only 
rulers not dethronable by vote—the ecclesiastics ? 
Believe me, the one peril to Socialism and National- 
ism lies in the failure to separate church and state, 
at once and forever. 

Anarchists! You who preach the gospel of indi- 
vidualism, and who believe in cooperation only when 
it is voluntary! Do you not see that every refusal 
of yours to help your fellows in separating church 
and state results only in tightening the cord around 
your own necks? Are you not to-day, because of 
the exemption of church property from taxation, 
supporting church property by compulsion? You 
are continually declaiming against having to pay 
taxes against your will. Help us to do away with 
the exemption of church property, and you at once 
lighten the burden of your own taxation. Moreover, 
you must. remember that the individualism which is 
your goal is not possible while the false standard of 
churchly authority is set up for the community to 
conform to. Ecclesiasticism in the state is your 
most deadly enemy—you know it well; and only 
when church and state shall be forever separated will 
you, or any of us, be quite free to work out an indi- 
vidual development without persecution. 

Dear friends, why should we not all unite? Surely 
this is a creed upon which we can agree—the total 
separation of church and state. 

There is, of course, a reason for the present lack 
of union among Freethinkers. It is due to the fact 
that the habit of free and independent thought on 
religious matters is one that is but slowly acquired, 
and only amid persecutions, or at least nagging and 
discouragements from our nearest and dearest. Our 
early years of Freethought are apt to be one contin- 
ual fight with our neighbors for just a bit of room to 
breathe in peace. Nobody helps us; it is a struggle 
to the death. We are shot at on all occasions, from 
behind fences of pietism, rocks of prejudice, barriers 
of conventional propriety. Some day, if we do not 
perish in the fight, we reach our vantage-ground, and 
from that lofty plateau of Freethought we can now 
hurl down missils on our attackers. 

Yonder on this same plateau stands another strug- 
gling Freethinker. He, too, is defending himself 
against bigots. And as we look about us we see 
that every jutting crag is occupied by a fellow-being 
who, like ourselvs, has fought his way single-handed 
to this high plateau of Freethought. But, dear me, 
why should we giv aid to other Freethinkers? Each 


stronghold in order to protect anybody else's crag? 
Perish the thought ! 

Yonder, in the center of the plateau, rises a wide, 
very wide and lofty hill whose outlook commands all 
these- jutting crags. Upon this elevation are gathered 
a little band of soldiers, known as American Secular 
Unionists. . See! They are beckoning to you and to 
me to come up and join them. “We can overlook 
every crag,” they shout. “We are strongly en- 
trenched up here. If you will all join us, we can 
command every approach to the plateau of Free- 
thought.” 

But moat cf us scorn this invitation. “Iam pro- 
tecting my own little crag of an ism," we one and all 
reply. And, by and by, when our own attackers, 
tired out, disappear for a moment, we point triumph- 
antly to our free crag, and sing a pean to the merits 
of guerrilla warfare. 

Hark! what is that? The enemy’s shouts in the 
rear! Up, up our foes come along the old road 


about which we-had quite forgotten —it has been un- 


used so long—the road whose sign-board reads: 
“God in the Sisto.” Ob, what shall we do? What 
shall we do? Do you see, through the mist, how 
many are pressing through the narrow defile? The 
National Reform people are here and the Sunday 
Rest people, and the entire force of Roman Cathol- 
icism, with its music and banners; and here and 
there are sharp-shootera who take fancy shots, as they 
go, at such trivial things as the Bland Dollar and 
Thanksgiving proclamations and the Sunday disem- 
barking of immigrants upon our shores, and who 
rarely miss their mark; and behind these come an 
endiess army of the people who carry a banner 
inscribed with the motto: ‘“No morality possible in 
our schools without the Bible.” These last will 
some day be our friends; but not now! not now. 
For this one battle, at least, they are our bitter 
enemies; we realize that all too well, as they press 
forward with vindietiv shouts along the old road of 
“God in the State.” 

Whizz! There goes a bullet straight into the ranks 
of the church exemptionists yonder! And now a 
second! It is those American Secular Unionists 
from whom we hav held aloof all along who are firing. 
See! There is commotion in the ranks of our ene- 
mies; some one is hit. Good! Giv it to them hard, 
Secularists! You hav the post of vantage; you can 
sweep the defile with your guns, and can hold our 
enemies at bay while I run away to my individual 
crag and knock down that solitary bigot who has just 
shown his head. There, sir! Down you shall go, 
head over heels, and for fear you get up again I will 
empty all my ammunition into you. Well, I hav done 
my share in the fight, havn't 1? 

Why on earth are not those American Seoular 
Unionists firing off their guns? What! “run short 
of-ammunition,” eh? Dear me, they might hav some 
of mine if—if—if I hadn’t wasted it all on that bigot 
down there. Well, now for a run to the last hope— 
the platform of the American Secular Union. 

Why, what asplendid outlook you American Secu- 
lar Union people hav up here, to be sure! Oh, 
fool, fool that I was, not to hav come up when you 
asked me! I could hav protected my own crag, and 
two or three others, had I been up here at the first. 
My intentions were excellent, I assure you. But 
now it is too late—too late—for the enemy are 
swarming all over the plateau, and the isolated de- 
fenders of the crags are being mowed down one 
after the other. 

Liberals! the above is not a mere fancy; it is a 
true forecast of what will come to pass if you persist 
in your present dislike of coöperation. You can be 
very certain of at least one thing—organization is 
the watchword of the day in all departments of busi- 
ness, and Liberslism will hav to adapt itself to this 
new order of things, or else go to the wall. 

; Ina O. CRADDOCK, 
Corresponding Secretary American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 9, 1890. 


en 
The Union’s Appeal. 

To rae Eprrog or Tar Taur Sezxer, Sir: Wait- 
ing two weeks for some one else to respond to the 
courteous address of President Westbrook, F. O. 
Mende, and Ida O. Oraddock, who join in an 
* Appeal to the Liberal Lecturer,” I hav concluded 
to break the ominous silence. 

I cannot see how any Liberal lecturer can consist- 
ently disregard the appeal. It is true, as it asserts, 
we are working for the same cause—the right to ex- 
press independent thought, separation of church and 
atate ; hence, “ we ought to be united into one undi- 
vided army.” We ought to hav “ coöperation "— 
that is the word. I, therefore, will contribute a few 
short letters (rather than a long article) on this gub- 
ject. 

That there is a marked coolness existing between 
Liberal lecturers and the American Secular, Union 
is apparent to even a cursory observer. Why is it? 
Are the lecturers to blame? Is the Union to blame? 
Are both to blame, or neither? 

Let us try to discover and rectify the error if we 
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ean. 
ing. 

Freethought is based upon the principle that each 
has the right of free expression equal to all others 
who may differ—in other words, that diversity of ex- 
pression should be as free as diversity of thinking. 
On this basis Spiritualists hav cooperated with the 
Secular Union hand in band with Materialiats to keep 
the church and state separate. Meny Protestants 
and some Catholics hav algo cooperated, for they hav 
perceived that the cause of the Secular Union is a 
common cause. And yet this cause languishes. 
There is no strong, united pull. It is a literal fact, 
as the appeal states, “Liberals hitherto hav been 
but a rope of sand.” Almost sadly our Seoular 
Union officers confess that the “national army of 
the American Secular Union,” with all their splendid 
equipments of principles, are in disgrace—beating s 
disgraceful retreat before the apparently resistless 
march of the “ecclesiastical party; a party that 
hate Agnostics, Spiritualists, Infidels ; a party that 
will stop their blasphemous mouths by law as soon 
as “Christian” sentiment will justify its enforce 
ment. ‘The ecclesiastical party gain on Liberals.” 
So say our Secular Union generals. This is humili- 
ating. The worst of it is, I am inclined to think it 
is true. But Judge Westbrook and his fellow- 
officers inform us that we “ Liberals outnumber the 
church party ten to one.” And yet they hav us on 
the run, hav they? I will pay my respects to this 
matter of numbers in a future letter. 

Is it a fact that the Union has ignored the leotur- 
erg, and the lecturers in turn ignored the Union ? 
That there is no cooperation between them worth 
mentioning appears to be the situation. There is no 
good reason why the Union could not be made a 
powerful organization by the Liberals of America in 
defense of our liberties. Hav we the good sense 
and the generalship to make it a solid organization? 
That is the question. Will we reform our ranks and 
march to victory ? 

* Will you not work with us sad.for us? Will 
you not speak a good word for the national organi- 
zation to your audiences ?" is the language of the 
appeal. Doubtless the lecturers hav been indif- 
ferent about this matter. They hav seemingly im- 
bibed the notion, whether justly or not, that the 
American Secular Union is an exclusiv body for the 
benefit of a select few, caring little about the lectur- 
ers—the activ workers in the field, men and women 
who meet foes face to face and beard the orthodox 
lion in his den, and who should not presume to 
eriticise such an august assembly as the American 
Secular Union. 

Lecturers hav been obliged “ since the beginning " 
to conduct a guerrilla warfare without the 
shadow of an organization to back them. ` 

If there is any way to unite the Liberal forces it 
should be done. 

In my next I will endeavor to point out some of 
the causes of our failure—a most pitiful, shameful 
failure. I do not need to argue this. The appeal 
concedes it. W. F. Jameson. 

Des Moines, Towa. 


THE NEXT LETTER. 


Although the national organization is fourteen 
years old it has never been of any practical value to 
the lecturer—I mean to lecturers in general. They 
hav had to fight their way single-handed and alone. 
That such an organization ought to hav been a help 
to all Liberal lecturers is now acknowledged in this 
friendly appeal, “Such cooperation, if properly 
managed, would mean a gain both to the cause and 
to you individually.” That has the right ring. 
There has been too much work exacted of the lect- 
urers for the benefit of the cause without regard to 
their welfare. They hav been expected to cope with 
bigotry, sometimes mobocratic superstition, and sur- 
rounded by timid Liberals advising a cessation of 
hostilities. . 

It is now proposed to change all this. We are as- 
sured in this appeal that if the lecturers will cooper- 
ate with the Secular Union, “each lecturer in the 
country would hav a regular series of appointments.” 
This is broad. It does not exclude the Spiritualist 
lecturer. It should not. It does not bar the Mate- 
rialist. The Secular Union does not ask any lecturer 
to lay aside- his independence. Well would it hav 
been for the Secular cause if all societies claiming to 
be Liberal could hav sunk their sectarianism and 
grasped the meaning of liberty. The weakness in 
the united efforts of Spiritualists and Materialists 
has been a want of understanding of the breadth of 

. the Liberal movement. Spiritualists in some Liberal 
Lesgues, which I organized years ago, bitterly op- 
posed my engagement as a lecturer for the very 
societies I had organized! Need we go to the 
church for an exhibition of bigotry? I hav known 
Materialiats just as bigoted and il-Liberal, who re- 
fused to listen to or help engage Spiritualist lecturers 
who are doing valiant service for the Liberal cause. 
This is childish. My motto all my life long has been, 
* Hear the other side.” How can a Liberal be Lib- 
eral who fails to practice this motto? He cannot be. 


A plain talk is necessary to a clear understand- | I remember onca advocating before a Secular society, 


composed almost wholly of Materialists, the idea that 
we would never hav a free platform until societies 
invited speakers, capable of instructing or entertain- 
ing an audience, without any reference to the speak- 
ers’ views concerning this world or any other. It 
raised a storm of dissent. “Pay money to men to 
come here and advocate what we do not believe?” 
I know this is a complete reversal of the past and 
present order of things. Secular and Spiritualist 
societies, with all their condemnation of sectarianism, 
are but little in advance of the church so little that 
Materialists and Spiritualists, two wings of the Lib- 
eral army, hav never worked together heartily, not- 
withstanding they are more in accord about the 
affairs of this world than any other great bodies of 
people. Their main difference refers to the evidence 
of a future life. This evidence is entirely satisfac- 
tory to all thorough Spiritualists, but does not con- 
vince the Materialist. Several years ago both sides, 
on divers occasions, attempted to coalesce by an 
agreement to not debate the only great difference 
between them. This compromise by people who, 
from their start, were unreservedly in favor of free 
discussion! A unity obtained at the cost of their 
corner-stone panciple made their relations strained 
and unnatural, just as we might expect they would 
be. Had freedom of discussion been fully adopted, 
which both parties profess to believe in, manly avow- 
als would hav been the order of the day instead of 
ex parte disquisitions. Protestants say they believe 
in the “right of private judgment," and damn a man 
for exercising the right they believe in! So Materi- 
alists and Spiritualists believe in free speech—and 
refuse to cooperate with those who practice what 
they believe! W. F. JAMIESON. 
Des Moines, Ta. 


————— A —— ———— 
From Mr. Heywood’s Cell. 


. To raz Eprron or Tux Teura SrEkER, Sir: I asked 
leave to be sent to Dedham again, but Judge Car- 
penter insisted on a penitentiary, not a county jail 
merely, so the United States government boards me 
here this time. SinceIleft Brown University, in Feb- 
ruary, 1858, thirty-two years, in Antislavery, Peace, 
Woman Suffrage, Temperance, Labor, and Social Re- 
form, as lecturer, author, editor, I hav worked in 
prose. Now my thoughts flow in this strain :— 

FREEDOM, ORDER. 
Liberty, the nerve and spring of power, 
The way, the truth, and lite of being’s use ; 


The parent love in every flower, 
The start and goal of civilizing force. 


Ob ! light and hope to seek and hav the best ; 
Be ours to sense and serve thy inmost truth. 
Alert on facts to build, in ends to rest, 
Toward which Creation moves in activ Faith. 


Who call thy habit rash, thy putpose lewd, 
Bespeak uncouth neglect of Nature’s fact 

That, to hav clean order in multitude, 
Their rights, Home Rule in all must each respect. 


Senates benight, courts confuse, armies rage ; 
But morning truths, in jocund persons known, 
Conquer collectiv wrong, from age to age; 
Law livs in Right discerned and duty done. 


For you, for me, and all the race alike, 
It is to be to do upon their choice ; 

Whatever path of life we chance to take 
Our innermost informs the outer voice. 


Enriched or poor, in jail or free, Be Right ; 
Affirmed in that, to you we each must come. 
I Am the It of life, benign in might, 
Whereby the needs of all arrive in One. 


One's right to life, to work, and hav the fruit, 
The right to know, the will to serve plain need, 
Assures another's thrift in self-support, 
If Social Wit states say ‘ Hands off ” to greed. 


Mistaken zeal reports ‘‘ Suppressed.” Not much. 

Though Flesh lies prone, the Spirit, strong tenfold; 
Nerves Right assailed, erect, to dare the touch, 

And Thought, struck down, upsprings to rule the world. 


I can write home sixteen times each year, includ- 
ing four sheets like this, addressing four different 
persons if I choose, but all must go in one en- 
velope to one person, so this will be remailed to you. 
All letters sent willreach me. Say to friends, please, 
that I shall be very glad to hear from them, though 
I can reply only as above. The drift of thought 
and action outside, relativ to the grave issues of 
freedom, right, and duty pending, greatly interests 
me. Are we to hav Mental Freedom, are souls to be 
forbidden to tell bodies what to do and what not to 
do, in these states? is the question. Among Colonel 
Ingersoll’s telling words are these two: “Honor 
bright ;’ truth and reason, fair dealing, are insepa- 
rable from just, useful, honorable action. Decoy, 
falsehood, “ spotting” used, “ ordered” by a cabinet 
officer to be used to entrap innocent citizens, are 
not quite the thing to be encouraged in practice 
or accepted as “law” by intelligent, honest people. 
Daniel Webster said: “The true office of govern- 
ment is to protect persons and property from in- 
vasion;" this view all Freethinkers accept. Statutes 
against fictitious “offenses,” laws to make one “an 
offender for a word,” are irrational, unconstitutional, 
and void. 


But my spate is limited. Friends of liberty and 
progress will be activ to see that wrong is righted 
and justice done. I am quite well; not voluntarily 
here, not self-imprisoned, my confinement is a part 
of Freethought destiny. Those who know what is 
right, and dare maintain it, will not quietly acquiesce 
in “legal wrong” done. Regards io all. 

Yours ever, Fizza H. Heywoop. 

State Prison, Charleston, Mass., Aug. 2, X.L. 18. 

—_— MM 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


A statue of Voltaire was unveiled by M. LeRoyer, 
president of the French senate, in the market-place 
of Ferney. The city of Geneva (John Calvin’s city !) 
sent a deputation headed by M. Richard, councillor 
cf state, and M. Didier, vice-president of the execu- 
tiv council. M. LeRoyer, in his address, spoke of 
Voltaire as the greatest master of the French tongue, 
the brightest and most keenly perceptiv mind of the 
eighteenth century, and in a sense the father of the 
republic. 


` A new Freethought society has seen the light of 
day in Harten, Saxony. It calls itself the “Society 
for Mental Improvement.” There is a great deal in 
that name. Mrs. Wilhelmi gave the first lecture, 
* Worship of God and Immortality.” We wish the 
new society a much longer life than had the Leipzig 
society, and that it may bring the gospel of sci- 
ence and toleration to all narrow-path walkers, and 
especially to the police authorities of Saxony and 
Prussia, who seem to be wandering about in medie- 
val darkness. 


It is startling, although not very wonderful, says 
the Catholic Weekly Review, to find that the royal 
decree nominating a prefect who is to take the place 
of the dissolved municipal council of Rome, selects 
for that position a notorious Freethinker and Free- 
mason, the deputy Finocchisro-Aprile, who holds a 
high place in the supreme council of the Masonic 
organization. It would be difficult to suggest a step 
better calculated to offend the susceptibilities of 
Catholics who treasure the ancient memories and 
traditions of the papal city. 


The little republic San Marino has followed the 
example set by Italy. Parochial schools are closed, 
and all religious orders hav received notification to 
the effect that within two months they must deliver 
to the government a complete list of all their prop- 
erty, personal as well as real. The Vatican sent 
an embassador to the president, but found that 
the latter could not be moved. Now the pope is 
praying in his private chapel and the cardinals are 
getting ready to write a bull of excommunica- 
tion of the St. Marino goverment, if the most holy 
father’s prayers should fail to be answered. 


The Freethinkers in Holland cannot be very 
much beloved by the “love-your-enemies” professors, 
judgirg from two series of articles which orig- 
inally appeared in a liberal-minded daily paper 
and in another the editorial chair of which is occu- 
pied by a narrow-minded pulpit-pounder. The 
discussion started over a very innocent pamphlet 
published by our contemporary De Dugeraad (Day- 
break), and which was send broadcast over the land. 
The reverend editor uses arguments like these (they 
are 80 handy, and need only ignorance and insolence 
as backers): “A vile and shameful publication 
! devilish, morality-destroying . the 
lewdness of the pamphlet," etc. The pamphlet thus 
designated contains nothing but historieal truths, 
and endeavors to open the eyes of people to the fact 
that the clergy sre dangerous guides. 


The Prussians are drawing a fine line on blas- 
phemy, as we learn from the Munieh correspondent 
to the Sonntags-Blatt. On July 14th Frau Wil- 
helmi was advertised to lecture on “Man the Prod- 
ue: of his Education,” at the hall of the Free Relig- 
ious Society. But, says the correspondent, man 


.proposes and government disposes, especially in Prus- 


sia, the land of devotion and pious customs. The 
royal Prussian court, through the royal police head- 
quarters, issued an order for her arrest, and she was 
taken to prison on a charge of blasphemy, where she 
remained twenty-four hours before being liberated 
ona bail bond of fifteen hundred marks. The corre- 
spondent concludes his letter with these encouraging 
words: “For the honor of Bavaria let it be said that 
in March this year, Frau Wilhelmi was not molested 
on account of her lecture; also that immediately 
upon her liberation permission to lecture was given 
by the royal Bavarian police. Yet the lecture did 
not come off, not because Frau Wilhelmi lacked cour- 
age, but because the friend who had gone on her 
bail bond, and through personal influence protected 
her, asked her to remain silent that he might not be 
involved in further trouble.” Subsequently, Herr 
Spindibauer, the president of the society, read one of 
Frau Wilhelmi’s iectures to an audience of several 
hundreds, and was not molested, though the police 
were present. 
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The Condemnation of Dr. Walter Reid. 

A meeting of the St. Paul Spiritual Alliance and of 
the Liberals of the city was called to take some so- 
tion concerning the condemnaiion of Dr. Walter E. 
Reid. The mesting was held at the parlors of Mr. 
A. P. Miller. In the absence of the president of the 
Alliance, Mr. A. E. Sauer was called to the chair. 
The objact of the meeting was stated, and the follow- 
ing statement was then made by Mr. Miller: 

In November, 1889, Dr. Walter E. Raid was tried 
before the United Siates court st Grand Rapids, 
Mich., for violating section 5 480 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States. This section imposes a 
penalty of not more than $500, or imprisonment for 
nob more than eighteen months, or both, upon any 
person convisied of using the United States mails.to 
defraud. ` Ib is not necessary to show that any per- 
son was injured by any such use of the mails, nor that 
the mails were injured or endangered, but only that 
a fraudulent use was made of them. The party send- 
ing the mail matter and the party receiving it may 
both bə benefited and both be perfectly honest in 
their intentions, but the act of sending may neverthe- 
less be construed into a crime. 

On the first trial the jury disagreed, but on the 
second trial, the court allowed only one side to bs 
heard and that was the side of the government, or 
the prosecution, so that the accused was necessarily 
convicted, and he was thereupon sentenced to the 
Detroit House of Correction for one year. The pro- 
ceedings show that Dr. Reid was brought before the 
court to be condemned and not to be tried, since he 
was allowed only a semi-trial, and that solely with the 
view of convieting him. 

Tho judges who presided at this condemnation, it 
seems, were one Jackson and one Severens, and they 
hav achieved a bad eminence and a name for preju- 
dice, bigotry, injustice, and ignorance which certainly 
places them in the front ranks of the unjust judges 
of history. 

The complaint charged that “one Walter E. Reid 
wrongfully and unlawfully devised a certain scheme 
and artifice to defraud,” ete., and “ did then and there 
knowingly and wrongfully propose to secure com- 
munications from spirit-land by and through the 
agency of sealed leiters,” etc. The indictment also 
charged that “the said Walter E. Reid did then and 
there unlawfully and felonicusiy profess and falsely 
eene to secure communications from the spirit- 

and upon the request of any person who might de- 
sire the same." 

Dr. Reid had over forty witnesses to testify that 
his claims were genuin; that he could and did (1) 
read sealed letters, and (2) receive communications 
from spirit-land, or from departed or disbodied 
Spirits; that they believed he was sincere and hon- 
est in his claims and that they believed the answers 
and messages received through him were genuin. 

The court refused to allow these witnesses to tes- 
tify, the ruling by Judge Jackson being in these forever 
infamous words: “Jt is prima-facie evidence of 
fraud and requires no proof /" and * There are some 
things so absurd that this court will not stultify 
itself by taking testimony thereon /" 

Being thus unjustly and infamously denied a hear- 
ing and an opportunity to prove the genuinness of his 
powers and the jusiness of his claims, Dr. Reid, on 
the motion for & new trial, offered to prove that he 
possessed psychomeiric power by reading any letter 
which the judge might hev ia his pocket without open- 
ing the same. The bitterly prejudiced and unjust 
Judge Severens turned upon his greatly wronged 
and outraged victim and ssid his “court was no 
place for exhibitions of the tricks of mountebanks 
and jugglers, whose tricks he would not believe if 


` sworn to on a pile of Bibles !" 


All hope and all chance was thus cut off and the 
outrage of “confirming the judgment of the trial 
court,” without giving the victim a hearing, was con- 
summated, and Dr. Walter E. Reid, denied a hear- 
ing, denied a new trial, denied every right accorded 
to the viles: criminal, was hustled to a felon's cell 
with the brutal and outrageous insult of the judge 
still ringing in his ears. 

This semi-trial, these condemnation proceedings 
miscalled a trial, present one of the greatest judicial 
outrages in all the history of so-called courts of jus- 
tice, since not only the law but the principles of 
justice were violated by judges sworn to administer 
the law. The court violated the law, the principles 
of justice, and its own solemn and sacred oath in the 
following particulars : 

1. The law is that the motiv makes the act crimi- 
nal, and that motiv must be shown. The court 
refused to allow the prisoner to show motiv. 

2. The law is that the accused shall hav the right 
to prove his belief and honesty in what he claims. 
The court denied this right. 

8. The law is that “the bestevidence of which the 
case in its nature is susceptible must be produced.” 
Dr. Raid had over forty witnesses ready to furnish 
such evidence, but the court refused them the right 
to testify. 

4, The great common law rule is that all persons 
are presumsd to be innocent until proven guilty. 
The court of Jackson and Severens reversed this rule, 


and declared the accused “guilty prima facie and 
no proof required.” 


5. The law is that before a prisoner can be con- 
victed of fraud, it must be determined that he did 


not do ashe agreed to do. The court of Judges Jack- 


Son and Severens ruled that any evidence to deter- 
min this was admissible and it was so admitted ; 
but that, on the other hand, any evidence to show 
that Reid did do as he agreed to, was inadmissible 
and therefore it was not admitted. 

Now as to the consequences of these unjust rul- 
ings should they become the established precedents : 

1. If any person claims to do anything which the 
court believes to be absurd or impossible, testimony 
will not be admitted to prove that it can be done. 
The belief or opinion of the court shall govern and 
shall be the law * made on the spot." Such claim 
shall be prima-facie evidence of fraud and no proof 
will be required nor admitted. The common law 
rule will be reversed, the presumption will be against 
the accused, the burden of proof will ba upon him, 
he must be prima-facie guilty, and must show his 
innocence. But— 

2. Courts, in such cases, cannot stultify their in- 
telligence by admitting testimony to prove a matter 
which in the opinion of the court is absurd. The 
accused must prove his innocence, but no testimony 
will be allowed him to mske such proof. He must 
make bricks but no straw will be allowed him. 

3. In all cases where persons claim powers or gifts 
contrary to the knowledge, belief, or opinion of the 
court, such opinion must govern. The opinion of 
others, though based upon experience, observation, 


thorough test, and actual and repeated knowledge of 
the facts, will not be admitted in evidence. 


4. Persons who claim to receive communications 


from departed or disbodied spirits, or from the spirit- 


world, shall be considered frauds prima facie by the 
courts, and no testimony will be admitted to prove 
the truth of their claims or the genuinness of their 
powers. If spirit mediums, psychics, or sensitive 


-make use of the mails in the exercise of their powers 


and their vocation, they shall be fined or imprisoned 


or both by the federal courts without a hearing, for 


they are prima facie frauds and no proof is required. 
If they use their powers or gifts for pay, as the 


priests and ministers of other religions do, they are 
liable to fine and imprisonment under state law for 


obtaining money by fraud. 
In conclusion, a few comments : 


The East Indian prince, when a missionary in- 
formed him that he had seen water so hard that it 
would support an elephant, at once dismissed the 
missionary as a fraud, since it was contrary to the 
observation of the prince that ice should form. This 
precedent Judges Jackson and Severens appear to 
hav followed, only that Wey were iefinitly more cruel, 
for instead of dismissing the man who brought them 


the truth, they condemned him to prison, 
Dr. Lardner, an authority in natural philosophy, 


hed just demonstrated to his class in London that 
steam navigation was impossible, when a steam vessel 
Proud- 


came sweeping into the port of Liverpool. 
hon had shown to his class in Paris that such an 
animal as the giraffe did not and could not exist, 


when a caravan arrived in the city with a living 
These learned and distinguished men were 
only dogmatic, opinionated, and mistaken, and their 
conclusions were harmless, but Judges Jackson and 
Severens, while equally dogmatic, opinionated, and 
mistaken, hav expressed their opinion in a decision 
whieh does unspeakable injustice and harm to a 
fellow-man, and denounces all spirit mediums and 


giraffe. 


psychics as frauds. 
It these rulings did not strike too deep for levity, 


and if they were not too monstrous for ridicule, we 
might compare these judges to the Dutch justice 
who decided that the complainant had bitten his own 
nose off. The injured man undertook to show that 
such an act was impossible, but the court silenced 
and overruled him with the remark that “no ting ish 


imbossibel mit Gott!’ If the rulings of these fed- 


eral judges are not equally absurd, they are equally 


unjust and contrary to law, and if they excite less 
contempt they provoke infinitly more indignation. 
Spiritualists and Liberals should remember that 


the question as to whether Dr. Reid committed fraud 


or not, whether he is a genuin and honest medium 
or not, does not enter into the subject. The court 
has condemned all claims to mediumship as fraud, 


prima facie, and will not admit any testimony to 


show the contrary. 
The following resolutions were then unanimously 
adopted: 


Resolved, By the representative of the Spiritual Alliance 
and of the Liberal element of St. Paul, here assembled, that 
we adopt the paper just read as embodying our sentiments 
eec the judicial outrage committed upon Dr. Walter 

. Reid. 

Resolved, That we urge upon the Spiritualists and Liberals 
of the country the necessity of some united action for the 
purpose of laying before the people the facts concerning this 
flagrant wrong to an American citizen. 

Resolved, That we urge all liberal and fair-minded persons 
to lay aside all differences and unite in petitions to the pres- 
ident of the United States to exercise the pardoning power 
and restore to Dr. Reid the liberty of which he is so unjustly 
deprived. 


Resolved, That we urge the Spiritualists and Liberals of 


the country to unite in demanding the removal of Judges 
Jackson and Severens from the bench which they hav dig. 
honored. 


Resolved, That we urge the mediums of the country to or- 


ganize a national Medium's Defense Association, for the pur- 
pose of securing funds, employing counsel, and commanding 
such other aid as may be necessary for defense in the unjust 
and un-American war which bigotry and intolerance hav in- 
augurated against them. 


Resolved, That we urge the Spiritualists of the country to 


unite with the Liberals in demanding the repeal of those 
sections of the postal laws relating to the mailing of so-called 
obscene and fraudulent matter, under which, and through 
the abuse of which, Liberals and Spiritualists are sent to 
prison for the mere expression of opinions and the mere ex- 
ercise of the highest psychic powers; thus converting every 
letter-box into a steel trap to catch Liberals and aid bigotry 
in the suppression of Liberal literature. 


Resolved, That, in our judgment, the time has arrived for 


Spiritualists and Liberals to unite in some political movement 
or action, to the end that free thought, free speech, and a 


free press may not be suppressed by 8 code of laws more 


rigorous than the infamous Blue laws of our Puritan ances- 
tors. 
cite the example of the Spiritualists of Ohio, who, to rebuke 
a Republican legislature which passed a law taxing mediums 
$300 for exercising their gifts, united in the gubernatorial 
campaign following, and elected a Democratic governor. 
The rebuke so alarmed the politicians that at the next session 
of the legislature, both Republicans and Democrats vied 
with each other for the credit of repealing the obnoxious 
law. 


And as an encouragement to such political action, we 


Resolved, That copies of the above address and resolutions, 


together with the proceedings of this meeting, be sent by 


the secretary of the alliance to the Spiritual and Liberal 


papers of the country with a request to publish the same. 


E. A. Saver, Chairman. 
Mrs. Turrrz, Sec. St. Paul Spiritual Alliance. 
o edi em ne ; 
The Assembly of Progress. 
Will you kindly giv me space in your esteemed 
paper on behalf of the founders of the Assembly of 


Progress, to correct the erroneous statements made 


by Mr. Reynolds, in regard to the Assembly of Prog- 
ress, in your issue of July 19th? 

Had all your readers a copy of the constitution 
and laws of the Ass:mbly of Progress, no notice of 
this unjust attack would be necessary from me; and 
from the statements made by Mr. Reynolds I am 
charitable enough to believe that he himself has never 
read a copy of the constitution and laws governing 
the grand and subordinate Assemblies of Progress, 
else he would not hav written what he did. But in- 
asmuch as constitutions and circulars hav not been 
so freely distributed as thought by Mr. Reynolds, 
but few of your resders hav had an opportunity to 
read the constitution and laws governing the Order 
of the Assembly of Progress, and hav no means of 
knowing the objects, purpose, and business princi- 
ples upon which it is based, and therefore may be 
misled by Mr. Reynolds’s communication, unless his 
erroneous statements are corrected. 

Mr. Reynolds says: “Seven hundred members at 
$6 per year, $4,200; but there is also membership 
fees, $5 from males, $3 from females, not less than 
$3,000 more; over $7,000, with hope of $10 000 for 
doing business of the society the first year, $20,000 
the second year, and $100,000 a year if ever the 
membership reaches ten thousand.” 

This statement is intended to lead the reader to 
believe that the officers of the grand assembly re- 
ceive for their own use fifty cents per month for each 
member, and $5 for each male and $3 for each 
female member on initiation. But this is a mis- 
take—all wrong every word of it. The fifty cents per 
month paid by the members is what is known as the 
sick and funeral benefit fund, and is paid to sick 
members at the rate of $5 per week, and in case of 
death is paid to the legal representativs of the 
deceased, and not a dollar of it is applied to the use 
or benefit of any of the officers of the grand assembly 
(see constitution and laws of the Assembly of Prog- 
ress, pages 28-30), and the initiation fee of $5 for 
males and $3 for females, referred to by Mr. Rey- 
nolds, is paid into the treasury of the respectiv sub- 
ordinate assemblies for their sole use and benefit, to 
pay their hall rents for their meetings and such other 
expenses and use as may be incidental to the organi- 
zation, and not a dollar of it, except the charter fee, 
is ever paid to the officers of the grand assembly. 

This disposes of Mr. Reynolds’s $7,000 for the 
first year, $10,000 for. the second, and $20 000 for 
the third year, “for doing business of society,” as 
Mr. Reynolds is pleased to put it. 

Mr. Reynolds makes a serious mistake in the 
amount to be paid by each member to the officers of 
the grand assembly for the running expenses of the 
organization. The amount to be paid by each 
member to defray the necessary expenses of the 
grand assembly is a per capita tax of $1 per annum 
for each member, instead of $6. as stated by Mr. 
Reynolds, making a difference of $5in $6. Mistakes 
like this would prove fatal to the banking business, 
The fees charged by the grand assembly for charters 
and supplies for the formation of new assemblies is 
$100. This amount is charged for the charter and 
supplies furnished by the grand assembly, as pro- 
vided by the constitution (see page 24), and to de- 
fray the expenses of organizing officers, who may be 
either members of the grand assembly or members 


of any of the respectiv subordinate assemblies depu- 
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tized for that purpose by the grand prefect. Surely 
Mr. Reynolds will not insist that an officer of the 
assembly can travel, bear his own expenses, and 
Spend his time for nothing in the organizing of 
assemblies, any more than a lecturer can travel, bear 
~ his own expenses, and work for nothing. 

After furnishing the charter supplies, paying for 
the transportation, and paying the organizing officer, 
there is less than five per cont of the $100 charter 
fees received by the grand assembly, and the only 
sources of revenue now provided by the constitution 
and laws of the order io defray the expenses of the 
grand assembly are a per cepita tax of fifty cents 
upon each member semi-annualiy, and what profit 
there may be in furnishing needed supplies to. the 
subordinate assemblies, and the amount of supplies 
needed by the subordinate assemblies, after the 
charter supplies hav been furnished, would be so 
limited that at & ten per cent profit, which is the 
profit charged by the grand assembly, in all reason- 
able probability it would not amount to more than 
$2 to each assembly per annum. And it is a matter 
of grave doubt with the officers of the grand assem- 
` bly whether the sources of revenue provided by the 
laws of the order will be sufficient to pay the ectual 
cost of printing and binding books, formulas, cir- 
culars, and purchasing other supplies, correspond- 
erce, and the various incidental expenses attending 
the organization for the next two years, and at that 
time the officers of the grand assembly are chosen 
from among members of the various subordinate 
assemblies. 

Thus it appears from the facts that the statements 
and insinuations made by Mr. Reynolds of “ fat jobs,” 
“the division of spoils,” etc., by the managers, as 
Mr. Reynolds is disposed to call the originators of 
the Assembly of Progress, is without the slightest 
foundation, and I consider such an attack by a Lib- 
eral very unkind, in the inception of an organization 
founded in the interest of the cause of Freethought 
and liberty, and particularly so by one who, from 
his statements, has never read the constitution and 
laws governing the order. 

The business and beneficiary workings of the order 
are based upon the same principles as those adopted 
by those old and standard societies, such as the In. 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, Royal Arcanum, and Independent 
Order of Foresters, and the monthly mortality 
assessment upon death is fixed upon the same basis, 
not taken from theory, but from the long and actual 
experience of these societies. And while our rate 
of death assessment is just about the same as the 
societies named (see table, constitution and by-laws, 
page 17, and compare), our initiation fee is much 
less than in any of the orders named, and our 
sources of revenue much less than those of other 
orders, and yet I hav heard of none of them wherein 
any of the managers grew rich out of the fat jobs 
and division of spoils. But the facts are, the As- 
sembly of Progress has been organized by men who 
are liberal and who hav been members of other 
benevolent societies, and are, therefore, somewhat 
acquainted with kindred societies, and in founding 
this organization they hav been actuated by none 
but the best motive, with a view to form an organi- 
zation that would become general, wherein Liberals 
could unite together and advance the cause of truth 
and freedom undisturbed by superstition and pledges 
of faith so common to the orthodox creed, and the 
' Assembly of Progress is gaining and growing, and 
will gain and grow, in numbers, notwithstanding the 
opposition by the so-called religious world and the 
jealousies now and then of a cold Liberal. 

Los Angeles, Cal., July 30. J. M. Voss. 


—————— —9-—849—— ————— 


For Jesus’s Sake.* 
From the London Agnostic Journal. 

Miss I. M. Povey, who in Father Ignatiue’s little 
Hell-upon-Harth, at Lianthony, went under the 
sacred burlesque of a name, “Sister Mary Agnes, 
O.S.B.," has, through the editorial medium of the 
Rev. Lancelot Holland, M.A., vicar of All Saints, 
Hatcham, given us the story of her experiences as & 
bride of Christ for the period of seventeen years, and 
every man and woman who loves truth and right- 
eousness should thank her for the same. The book 
may prevent many of our sisters, animated only by 
the purest motive and feelings of the most exalted 
piety, from entering a petty grave, where the wicked 
do not cease from troubling, and where the weary 
are by no means at rest. Miss Povey tells her story 
simply, modestly, and with judicial restraint, and she 
has found a wise, discreet, and sympathetic editor 
in the viear of Hatcham. It turns out that, if ever 
there was a papal wolf in episcopal sheep’s clothing, 
the Mr. Lynes who masquerades under the name of 
Father Ignatius is that wolf. 

We shall, almost at random and ad aperturam 
libri, allow Sister Mary Agnes to speak for herself 
as to her convent experiences. She speaks thus of 
the morals of monks: ` 


* “ Nunnery Life in the Church of England.” By Sister 
Mary Agnes, O.B.B. (London: Hodder & Stouton.) 


his flesh rot from his bones, and may he be blotted 


“T hav heard that if was St. Chrysostom who 
said: ‘A monk, by the very nature of the life he 
leads, is either an angel or a devil; and I seldon, if 
ever, knew a monk or boy, a girl or woman, who, 
sooner or later, did not turn into something which 
is far removed from that which is angelic, though a£ 
their entrance into that name of ‘ Pax’ they were, to 
all appearances, ‘ perfect saints.’ ” 

The breakage of domestic utensils in a convent 
seems to be visited with a strange mixture of the 
punitiv and the ridiculous. Quoth Sister Mary 
Agnes : 

“Tf we broke any article, or put it to an improper 
use, the penance consisted in placing the said article, 
or piece of it, upon the head. Unfortunately for 
me, I was famous for breaking machine needles, and 
consequently I had to balance them on the top of 
my head, which was no easy matter. 

* Again, should we carelessly leave anything out of 
its proper place, we had to wear that thing the whole 
of that day. On two or three occasions I hav been 
adorned with a pail; I hav had a brush and dust- 
pan round my waist, and a large coil of clothes-line 
round my neck.” 

And thus the sister expresses herself, re the vow 
of chastity : . 

* The vow of chastity is broken by allowing any 
part of the arm to be seen above the wrist; so that, 
if we should be engaged in cleaning furniture, or 
scrubbing floors, or washing clothes, we sre noi 
allowed to turn up our sleeves; and, as the under- 
garments are made of coarse serge with long sleeves, 
which are only changed once a fortnight throughout 
summer and winter, the discomfort of this may 
easily be imagined. However, the feet may be quite 
bare all the year round, for those of us at least who 
were considered strong enough, as it is quite in 
accordance with the vow cf holy poverty to go with- 
out sooks, stockings, or sandals. . 

“St. Benedict, in order to overcome temptations 
to break his vow of chastity, is said to hav jumped 
into & bed of thorns and briars. I thought I would 
be before him, and prevent evil thoughts even pre- 
senting themselvs, so I obtained permission to sting 
myself with stinging nettles twice a week, and con- 
tinued to do so for years, though it hurt me dread- 
fully for two days after the operation.” 

If you should tamper with any lass who has taken 
the black veil look cut: 

“ Should anyone attempt to draw aside this pres- 
ent virgin, let him be cursed in his rising up and 
sitting down, in his standing or walking, in sleeping 
or waking, in eating or drinking, eto., eto., and may 


me lie prostrate on my face in front of my stall for 
a week during the night office, which lasts from 2 
AM. to 3:45am. Then a third penance I had to 
undergo was to be deprived of my breakfast, and 
thus to go without food till 1230 pm; and, when 
I was permitted to eat, I remember I had to take 
my plate and kneel before each sister, and beg focd 
from each in turn.” 

In a Church of England convent you are liable to 
hay the devil enter you, and to hav him flogged out 
with a flail: 

“One day I was coming from Nones at 245 
PM. This ‘mother’ commanded me to stay where I 
was, and not to return to work, and then said: 
* You hay got the devil in you and I am going to 
beat him out.’ 

“ All left the sacristy but myself, the mother su- 
perior, and one nun, who was ordered to be present 
at the casting out of the devil. I was commanded 
first to strip. I saw the ‘disciplin, with its seven 
lashes of knotted whip-cord, in her hand, and I knew 
that one lash given (or taken by one’s self) was in rə- 
ality seven. I should mention that at certain times 
it was the rule to disciplin one's self. 

“Now, my first thought, when commanded to 
strip, was ‘I can't; it would not be right or modest 
to strip (if meant to the waist). Then it came into 
my mind that Jesus did not thus think when the 
soldiers ordered him to strip to be scourged. He 
simply obeyed, and I felt eure that what he did I 
might imitate. So I said inwardly, ‘ Yes, dear Lord, 
for love of thee I can.’ Then I began to undress, 
but when I came to my vest shame again overcame 


me. 
. “Take that thing cft; said the mother superior. 

“I replied: ‘I cannot, reverend mother ; it is too 
tight, 

* The nun who was present was told to help me 
to get it off. A deep feeling of shame came over 
me at being kalf nude. 

“The mother then ordered the nun to say the 
Miserere, and while it was recited she lashed me 
several times with all her strength. I was deter- 
mined not to utter a sound, but at last I could not 
restrain a smothered groan, whereat she gave me 
one last and cruel lash, and then ceased. MR 

“Even three weeks after she had ‘disciplined’ 
me I had a very sore back, and it hurt me greatly to 
lie on it (our beds were straw, put into sacks). 

“There was a looking-glass in the room I now 
occupied (nuns do not usually hav them), and I 
looked to see if my back was marked, as it was Bore. 
Never shall I forget the shock it gave me. I turned 
quickly away, for my back was black, blue, and green 
all cver.” 

Besides becoming the “ bride of Christ” you be- 
come his cinder-wench : 

“On Ash Wednesday we had nothing to eat or 
drink until six o'clock in the evening ; we stayed in 
church practically the whole of the day. The floor 
of the church is strewn with ashes and cinders from 
the grates, and we sit on the ground in the ashes in- 
sterd of in our stalls. The six o'clock meal is 
scarcely touched, a8 everyone is feeling too cold and 
ill to eat. After compline we hav to lash ourselvs 
with the ‘disciplin, and then we hav to go to bed 
unwashed as a penance for our sins. Weare not 
even allowed to shake the ashes out of our serge 
habits before retiring for the night; to do so would 
be to break solemn silence, 80 we actually sit in 
ashes all day and sleep in them all night. On Good 
Friday we go through a somewhat similar day, but 
the ashes are dispensed with. Every day, over and 
above the divine office of prayer, continual supplica- 
tion for the conversion of sinners, and for the dead, 
are Offered, each person taking an hour’s watch before 
the reserved sacrament, so that the church is not left 
from 5 am. till 10 or 11 p.m.” 

All who are interested in knowing how Anglican 
Ritualism borrows the livery of the Church of Eng- 
land to serve the scarlet lady of the Seven Hills in 
should read this revelation of these latter days by 
ex-Sister Mary Agnes, O.S.B. 


——— — i) a 


Booxs, like conversation, rarely giv us any pre- 
cise ideas: nothing is so common as to read and 
converse unprofitably We must here repeat what 
Locke has so strongly urged—Dejine your terms. 
A jurisconsult, in his criminal institute, announces 
that the non-observance of Sundays and holidays is 
treason against the Divine Majesty. Treason 
against the Divine Majesty givs an idea of the 
most enormous of crimes, and the most dreadful of 
chastisements. But what constitutes the offense? 
To hav missed vespers. In all disputes on 
liberty, one reasoner generally understands one 
thing, and his adversary another. A third comes in 
who understands neither the one nor the other, nor 
is himself understood. In these disputes, one has 
in his head the power of acting ; a second, the power 
of willing; a third, the desire of executing. Each 
revolves in his own circle, and they never meat.— 
Voltaire. 


out of the book of life. Amen, amen, so be it.” 

You are expected to see what does not exist : 

“ There is supposed to be a miraculous light over 
the ‘altar’ which was pointed out to us on the firat 
day of our arrival at Lianthony. I looked for a long 
time, but failed to see anything but the sunshine. 
At last the reverend father said: ‘Do you see it, 
Sister Agnes? . 

“T replied, ‘No, dear father, I do not see any- 
thing but cobwebs and sunshine.’ " 

It you enter a convent (a Church of England con- 
vent, mark you), you are liable to become a door-mat 
for Christ's sake: : . 

“I must not omit to write ona very distressing 
subject, and that is the ill treatment I received from 
the lady prioresr. After I had been about a week 
at Llanthony she sent for me. On coming into her 
presence I knelt at her feet, and she gave me the 
hem of her dress to kiss. It should be remembered 
that we were not usually allowed to speak to the 
superior without first prostrating our faces to the 
ground and kissing the hem of her ‘holy habit.’ But 
T had better giv the very words of the rule: ‘To re- 
ceive the words of our superior, humbly kneeling, 
with eyes fixed on the ground.’ Should we bres 
this rule the order was ‘to receive any penance our 
superior liked to inflict.’ : f 

* My superior on this occasion said: ‘Sister 
Agnes, you often say you wish to submit to me.’ 

“I replied: ‘Yes, dear mother.’ 

“On which she ssid: ‘Hold your tongue and 
listen to me, for now I am going to prove you, and 
the firat thing, before I say any more, I must ask 
you to take off your scapular, for you are not fit to 
woar if,’ 

‘You, my readers, must please understand that to 
gv up the scapular was a terrible disgrace, and it 
quite cut any sister cff from many privileges which 
sre highly prized, such as communion and recrea- 
iion. She now imposed a severe penance upon me. 
I had to become a door-mat; that is, I had to lie 
prostrate in front of the church door, so that nuns, 
girls, monks, and boys should walk over me, and I 
was not allowed to get up until the last one had 
entered the church. I did not mind the nuns and 
girls treading upon me, but my nature did recoil 
from lying down for men to walk over me. They 
themselvs hesitated a moment, and then deliberately 
walked over me. They were under obedience, and, 
bad they refused, would hav incurred punishment. 
This penance was to last seven times a day for a 
week. The next penance she imposed was to make! 
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A Sensible Decision. 

The daily press reports a decision of the Supreme 
Court of Illinois which is of great interest to Infidels. 
It is that a man cannot be excluded from the 
witness-stand in that state by reason of his religious 
disbelief. . 

The witness in the case under review had declared 
that he believed in the existence of a God and a here- 
after; he felt that if he swore falsely he would he 
punished under the law of the state, but had never 
thought seriously whether he would be punished in 
this world or the next by a supreme being. In 
other words, he did not seem to recognizé his ac- 
countability to providence in this matter. 

Objection was urged to his testifying on the 
ground that a witness must not only believe in the ex- 
istence of a deity, but also that he will punish anyone 
who givs false testimony. 

The supreme court overrules the objection and 
holds the witness competent. He would not hav 
been competent, it remarks, prior to the adoption of 
the constitution of 1870. That declares that “no per- 
gon shall be denied any civil or political right, privi- 
lege or capacity on account of his religious opin- 
ions." 

The effect of this, the court says, is “ tocabrogate 
the rule which obtained in this state prior to the 
constitution of 1870. There is no longer any test or 
qualification in respect to religious opinion or belief, 
or want of the same, which affects the competency of 
citizens to testify as witnesses in courts of justice.” 

When the constitution of 1870 was under consider- 
ation Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll was a resident of 

: Illinois and took part in formulating the organic law. 
The Infidels of that state are indebted to him for the 
privilege of testifying in their courts. 


—————— —9—99————-——— 
A Country of the Church. 

On the nation of Guatemala, now engaged in a 
bloody war, Dr. G. W. Bock, just arrived in the 
United States from that disturbed land, givs informa- 
tion as follows : 


** You people here hav no conception of the general state of 
affairs down there. Take for instance our politics and public 
officers. The people are supposed to elect the officers and 
hav something to say about the government, but they don't. 
That is, the poor péople don't. When a man gets into office 
his only thought is to get rich at the expense of the classes, 
and this they all proceed to do ina calm and determined 
way.” 


We desire to hav it noted that the land where this 
state of public honesty prevails is a thoroughly Obris- 
tian one. It swarms with priests, and the Free- 
thought that so largely influences conduct and affairs 
in Germany, Italy, France, England, and the United 
States is there almost unknown. 

“These conditions could not exist, of course, were the peo- 
ple educated and calculated to look after themselvs. The 
people are not,civilized.” 

The people are not “ educated,” not “calculated to 
look after themselvs,” not “ civilized ;" yet they hav 
been under the care of ecclesiastics for generations. 
If Obristianity is capable of working any good effects, 
here is where we may certainly expect to find them— 
and what do we find? 

“ Ican refer you to statistics which will show that seventy 
per cent of the children in the city of Guatemala are born 
out of wedlock. The masses do not marry and do not care 
to marry. In Villa Neuva, another town in Guatemala, the 
per cent of such children is ninety-four.” 

Such is everywhere the effect of unmixed church 
rule on sexual morality. 

** The rich and educated of course find little difficulty in vic- 
timizing and ruling such subjects, and they do so, you may 
rest assured. Were it not that among the higher classes 
there is occasionally some dissension you would never hear 
from the other element. That isthe trouble now. Jealousy 
and selfishness on the part of those who want to rule is the 
causé of the disturbance. In other words, it is a chance to 
make more money and all hands are eager to get a finger in 
the pie. It is to be seen who will come out on top.” 

Quite of this nature hav been all the wars and re- 
bellions in completely Ohristian countries. They hav 
never been for an improvement, areform. A century 
ago France and America were fortunate enough to 
catch a glimmering of the light of intelligence, and 
in the ensuing wars there was a striving for princi- 
ples of truth and betterment—for secularism and re- 
publicanism. Previous to that time, the whole cata- 
log of European hostility exhibits no other cause of 
conflict than an insane difference over unmeaning 
dogmas, or, as in the present case, a dispute for gain 


between greedy rivals. 
i aa 


Our Literary Censors. 


A cranky old Russian, called Count Tolstoi, who 
some time ago furnished the basis for a society 
* fad" by advocating a return to primitiv Christianity, 
the father of nine children and husband of a wife 
who takes care of him, mistaking the impotency of 
old age for a new growth of virtue, has written a book 
disparaging woman and inculcating celibacy, and our 
Anarchist friend B. R. Tucker has translated 
and published it, and our Ohristian postmaster- 
general has forbidden it the privilege of the mail on 
the ground that it is obscene. Rumor hath it, how- 
ever, that the prohibition was not laid on till the 
Wanamaker firm in Philadelphia had vainly en- 
deavored to obtain copies from Mr. Tucker at a very 
low price. Be this as it may, the prohibition has 
sent the sale up several thousands, and a very worth- 
less book has been lifted into notosiety. 

OI the book itself there is nothing good to be paid. 
It is the outcome of a pessimism engendered by tak. 
ing Obrist’s teaching literally, stamped into a man’s 
nature bya reckless use of his powers, and empha- 
sized bya late repentance. To Tolstoi romantic love 
is intemperance. The tender passion that has from 
all time been the theme of the poet and the novelist 
he deems a species of moral depravity, on & par with 
gluttony, the smoking of opium, or indulgence in 
strong drink. A person finding himself, or herself, 
in love should fight against it as against the opium 
habit or any other pernicious thing. Oupid is the 
devil in his most awful guise. Felix Oswald has shown 
how Ohristianity produces such states of mind, and 
this book is pretty -fair evidence of the truth of his 
analyses of the Galilean ascetic’s religion. Itis rarely 
that we can agree with the religious Independent, 
but that journal tells the truth when it says that the 
man who wrote the piece of maudlin raving must be 
* a madman, or one who without conscience set bim- 
self the task of deliberately outraging decency. 
From beginning to end it is a parody on Zola’s 
dirtiest conceits, a libel on human ‘nature, and an 
affront to honest manhood and womanhood the world 
over. There is not a ray, not a spark of the sweet 
light of conscience—not a breath of tenderness, not 
a throb of human love (save the brutal, beastly love 
of the roué aud the blackguard) in it anywhere. 
Moreover it is bald, devoid of art, and without any 
special reason for being.” That is a pretty hard 
criticism for a religious journal to pass upon a book 


which is as closely related to, and as directly the out- 
come of, its religion as a child to and of its parents, 
but it is the truth ; and however false the teaching 
of the book, however outrageous its views of mar. 
riage, Ohristianity must bear the blame. Were 
Tolstoi not a Obristian—and much nearer Ohrist than 
the Independent is—the book had been less in- 
human. 

It is well, however, that the book is what it is, for 
our pious officials hav found it obscene. The post- 
office authority, to whom was submitted a copy, 
says: “After a careful examination of this publica- 
tion, I am of the opinion that it is of an ‘indecent 
character,’ hence it is forbidden circulation in the 
mails by the act approved Sept. 26, 1888.” But Mr. 
Tucker differs from the post-office people in this. 
He says “it is simply another, and this time a very 
audacious step on the part of the vice suppression 
(so-called) cranks in the direction of muzzling the 
freedom of the press. I can assure these people of 
one thing—they will never suppress the book with- 
out a bitter fight, and in this fight I believe I shall 
hav the aid and sympathy of every broad-minded 
literary man in the world. Objectionable as the 
Comstock law is, I do not believe that it can be made 
to cover the ‘ Kreutzer Sonata,’ and I believe that 
the official who shall try to make it cover it by his 
own arbitrary act will lay himself liable to a suit for 
heavy damages.” 

According to the Hvening Post, Anthony Oom- 
stock has no hand in the suppression, but now that 
his attention has been called to it he may see fit in 
his omnipotent omniscience to proceed against the 
publisher. However, his competitor, Jo Britton, 
who has learned the trade and set up for himself, has 
taken part in the suppressing business, and added 
several other books to the index expurgaiorius. Brit- 
ton, it will be remembered, was once the right-hand 
man of Comstock, but the two worthies parted be- 
cause of difference of opinion. Whether this dif- 
ference was financial or not we can only suspect. 
Britton went into the diamond trade, and also in 
company with Dr. R. A. Gunn hoisted upon the 
market a “microbe killer.” Dr. Gunn was, and per- 
haps is, a member of the Manhattan Liberal Club; 
he was for several years a subscriber to Tx Truru 
Szexer, and might be now but that patience with 
him ceased to be a virtue many moons ago. He is 
now president of Britton’s society. When the pious 
Wanamaker’s department sat down upon the 
“ Kreutzer Sonata,” Britton saw a chance to also 
acquire fame. He went round to the American News 
Oompany's headquarters, and bought a dozen dif- 
ferent novels. He decided that five of them were 
obscene. They were entitled, “ Thou Shalt Not,” 
“Speaking of Ellen,” “In Stella’s Shadow,” “An 
Actors Wife,” and “The Devils Daughter.” Brit- 
ton then went before Justice Murray at the Tombs 
and swore that the American News Company wag 
selling immoral books. He got warrants for the 
arrest of the clerks who had sold him the copies, and 
a search warrant to enable him to seize all immoral 
books on the premises. Manager Patrick Farrelly 
of the News Company is reported as being greatly 
astonished when the warrants arrived, but said he 
was quite ready to turn over all the books that Brit- 
ton considered immoral. Mr. Farrelly was escorted 
around to the police court with two clerks. A half- 
dozen employees of the News Company, by Manager 
Farrelly’s orders, brought out all the copies of the 
books mentioned which were to be found in stock, 
and stacked them in a big pile on one of the counters. 
Many of the books were brought from the shipping 
department, where they were packed in cases for out- 
of-town orders. An inventory was made, which 
showed that 1,244 books were in the pile. A few 
copies of the “ Kreutzer Sonata” and 100 copies of 
“The Olemenceau Case” were added to the others. 
An Italian junk wagon was hired to cart the books 
up to the Tombs, where they were stored. In the 
afternoon the lawyer for the News Company said that 
his clients were simply acting as booksellers and not 
publishers, and that they were quite ready to stop 
the sale at once of all books which could be shown 
to be of an objectionable nature. Mr. Britton was 
seen at his house by a Herald reporter, and he said 
that “Dr. Gunn has read all of these books com- 
plained of, and they are totally unfit to be pub- 
liely sold where they can fall into the hands of in- 
nocent young people. We hav been preparing for 
this raid for some days, and intend to follow it-up 
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publishers will all be at the mercy of bigots and jan absolute lease of the property for fifty years. The 
blackmailers. committee of the Board reported that the lease per- 

21. oe? E " fectly met all the legal conditions and requirements, 
Religion a Source of Dissension. and the charter was thereupon issued. The applica- 


until the sale of such literature is suppressed in this 
city.” 

The arrest of Mr. Farrelly and his clerks is an- 
other unkind cut at Christians. Mr. Farrelly is a 


bigoted Roman Catholic who hates Taz Truru 
SEEKER and does all he can to discourage its sale, going 
BO far as to report it “dead,” and refusing to fill 
orders for it. One of the chief employees of the 
company once told us that he was sorry to see a 
single copy of our books sold, for they “ demoralized ” 
the people who read them. l 

The books seized by Britton are trashy fiction, 
with the exception, perhaps, of “ Speaking of Ellen,” 
and it is of no consequence whether they are read or 
not. But labeling them “ obscene" is a good way to 
increase their circulation, and Britton may reason- 
ably ask the publishers for a round sum for the 
advertisment he has given them. 

The action of the post-office department and Brit. 
ton would ba ludicrous in these cases were it not so 
serious a violation of the rights to which American 
citizens are entitled. None of these books is obscene. 
The “ Kreutzer Sonata” is unobjectionable in its lan- 
guage, as might be expected from so finished a 
scholar as Mr. Tucker. Its ideas are gross, but 
that is due to the Christianity of its author and not 
to the translator. The books so tamely surrendered 
by Patrick Farrelly, Roman Catholic, are like hun- 
dreds of other works of fiction ; there is no real 
obscenity in them. The danger from them is the 
unwarrantable act they hav induced a professional 
Suppressor to commit. There are vastly deeper 
questions involved than the circulation of these 
works, and these are: Shall the people tolerate a 
self-established literary censorship? and shall the 
freedom of the press be limited by the notions of 
these self-elected censors ? 

There can be but one answer to these questions, 
and that a negativ one. Freedom of speech and of 
the press are the bulwarks of American liberty. 
Freedom of the mails is vital to each, and an irre- 
sponsible censorship with power to suppress books 
at will, destroys freedom of speech and of the press. 
With a man like Wanamaker at the head of the post- 
office and fellows like Britton and Comstock sup- 
pressing books at their own discretion, the people 
are slaves to a censorship as despotic and damnable 
as that exercised by the officials of Russia. 

Perhaps the worst feature of this outrageous cen- 
sorship is its arbitrariness and irresponsibility. No 
legal tribunal, no authority recognized by the people, 
has pronounced the books obscene. Three men hav 
presumed to dictate to sixty-five millions. And 
what self-respecting individual cares for the opinions 
of Britton and Gunn! As for Tyner, the post- 
office lawyer, what is his judgment worth? He says, 
“T regard the ‘Kreutzer Sonata’ as an indecent pub- 
lication,” and the post-office is closed against the 
book. Ifthe Editor of Tus Truru Srexer were in 
Tyner’s place he would say, “I regard the Holy 
Scriptures of the Christians as an indecent book,” 
and out would go the Bible! A New England 
deacon would throw out Shelley and Shakspere and 
Byron, and dozens of other works. A Protestant 
with the courage of his convictions would bar 
Catholic works, and a Oatholic who dared would 
bar the sermons of preachers like Fulton. If. this 
censorship is allowed and its possibilities carried out 
we shall hav a fine state of things, and liberty will 
be—where? In the keeping of unread bigots and 
unscrupulous adventurers. The Herald warningly 
says, commenting on the arrest of Farrelly: “ We 
hav had too much of this meddling business—rum- 
maging the mails for the books of a conscientious 
writer like Tolstoi, suppressing the poems of one of 
the gentlest and noblest of writers, Whitman, and 
now taking a gentleman to the Tombs for having on 
his shelves a copy of Balzac. American readers are 
not children, idiots, or slaves. They can govern their 
reading without the advice of Mr. Comstock, Mr. 
Wanamaker, or this new supervisor of morals 
named Britton—a kind of spawn from Comstock, we 
are informed, and who begins his campsign for 
notoriety by an outrage upon Mr. Farrelly.” 

This matter has been traversed at length in 
: these columns, and time and again hav we warned 
the publishers that tame submission to these out- 
‘rages would lead to still greater exactions. The 
present suppressions seem to us to be the straw 
which should strain the poor beast’s back and induce 
him to protest vigorously. If this is net done, the 


Besides the cruel persecution of the Jews by 
Russian Christians that is in progress; besides the 
sectarian enmity in Canada whose smouldering from 
time to time breaks out in flames of personal vio- 
lence ; besides the periodical riots in Ireland, and be- 
sides all the other current instances of religious gen- 
eration of hostility that we hav no space to 
enumerate, the following cases. offer themselvs as 
present examples cf the disruptiv effect of super- 
natural beliefs : i 


** MippLEgTOWR, Conn., July 20.—Connecticut Catholics do 
not like the Rev. Mr. Schofield, of Higganum, a country vil- 
lage on the Connecticut River, because, in a seething oration 
at the picnic of.the American Mechanics on July 4th, he 
assailed the Catholic religion in tempestuous style. So the 
Catholics of Rocky Hill, a neighboring village, got together 
the other night, and burnt him in effigy. They rigged up 
a cloth and paper dummy, formed a procession around it, 
and with cheers and Hisses marched to a lonely spot in the 
suburbs and touched fire to it. It had been saturated with 
kerosene, and blazed brilliantly. Amid groans and hisses 
the effigy went up in flame and smoke.” 


Not long ago the angry devotees would hav burnt 
not in effigy but in flesh this man who dared to tell 
some truth about their religion. 


** The closing exercises of School District No. 1, in Bay 
Shore, L. I., were held on Friday ‘afternoon, and Principal 
Enos Wood invited the Rev. Charles H. Schultz, rector of 
St. Peter's Episcopal church, to open the ceremonies with a 
prayer. He started to perform this service when he was in- 
formed by the board of education that out of deference to 
the wishes of the Rev. James E. Benbier, the pastor of St. 
Patrick's Roman Catholic church, he would not be allowed 
to pray. He was requested to makea few remarks, which 
he declined to do. As a large proportion of the taxes in the 
district are paid by Episcopalians, including such men as 
Henry B. Hyde, Frank C. Lawrence, Bradish Johnson, of 
Louisíana, and the estates of John I. Lawrence and Bethuel 
Phelps, this step on the part of the trustees of the district 
has raised a storm of indignation.” 

Between these contending denominations, equally 
blind and equally despiteful, our public schools are 
always in danger of going down, unless upheld by 
vigilant and resolute efforts of thé enlightened por- 
tion of the Americans. 

The list closes with advices from Constantinople 
of conflicts in the neighborhood, in which Christians 
and Mohammedans vie in demonstration of their 
holy rage. At a riot in a Constantinople cathedral— 

** Military assistance was asked for to quell the disturb- 
ance. A body of Turkish troops were sent for to restore 
order, but when they entered the cathedral they met with 
desperate resistance. The mob was armed with revolvers 
and spiked staves and a bloody conflict ensued between them 
and the troops. Four of the soldiers and three of the rioters 
were killed and others were injured before the mob was 
driven from the building. . 

“ In Erzeroum, where recently a hundred Christians were 
slain in the church, a state of panic prevails owing to the 
threatening attitude of the Mussulman population and the 
excesses Of the troops. Hardly a day passes, says a corre- 
Spondent, but wounded persons are brought in from the sur- 
rounding districts. In Erzeroum itself persons disappear, 
and no one knows whither, and dead bodies are constantly 
found within and without the walls. . . 

* The profanation of the Armenian church at the time by 
the troops rankles in the minds of all the Christians. The 
porte has threatened to proclaim martial law in Armenia. 
The general opinion is that if this is done Christian Arme- 
nians will be mercilessly crushed and their cause irretrievably 
lost. . f , 

** The sultan's secretary has ordered the Armenian patri- 
arch to send a circular to the churches advising the people 
to abstain from demonstrations. The patriarch in the future 
will be held responsible for disorders like those that occurred 
in the cathedral, and will be considered an accomplice 
of the rioters. The patriarch was also ordered to address a 
letter to the sultan asking that seVere punishment be 
inflicted upon the rioters who are held for trial, and express- 
ing his gratitude for the aid rendered by Turkish soldiers in 
quelling the disturbance in the cathedral.” 

— te 


-A Prefigurement. 

The Board of Regents of the New York State 
University has decided to issue charters to five Cath- 
olic institutions which hav applied for membership in 
the establishment. The law requires that academies, 
in order to become members of the state system of 
education and to share in the distribution of the aca- 
demic fund of $100,000 annually, must hold a certain 
amount of property, and hava library and certain ap- 
paratus. A committee of the regents considered the 
matter of the application of the St. John’s Roman 
Catholic Academy of Syracuse. St. John’s church 
and the Roman Catholic bishop of that see finally 
agreed to issue to the board of trustees of that school 


tion of five other Roman Catholic schools in various 
parts of the state was subjected to the same proced- 
ure. In time, all of such schools in this state will 
become members of the State University by the oper- 
ation of this system. 

The New York Freeman’s Journal, a Roman Cath- 
olic paper, thus comments: “ What this prefigures 
is the fact that, in time, the primary parochial schools 
will ba taken into the state system on an equitable 
basis.” 

Wher the public schoo! funds are divided between 
the sects, and all the children by law turned over to 
the various churches to be made ignorant, the ortho- 
dox Christians will be truly happy. 

a 8— —————————— 


: An Honest Chureh Corporation. 

“The Jarvis Street Baptist church in Toronto, Canada, 
recently adopted a resolution declaring its protest ‘ against 
the exemption of church property from municipal taxes, 
88 being contrary to the principles which ought to regu- 
late the relation of the state to all ecclesiastical bodies,’ 
and respectfully urging the corporation of Toronto ‘to 
use its influence to secure the abolition of such exemp- 
tion; and further requesting the corporation ‘to assess 
the property of Jarvis Street Presbyterian church, and giv 
notice of such assessment to the clerk of the church, as in 
the case of other rate-payers.' ” 

The above paragraph is taken from the Christian 
Statesman, where it is followed by an argument in 
favor of church exemption, the nub of which is that 
* if the property is truly held and used for the pub- 
lic good, let it be exempted ; if it is for private emol- 
ument or advantage, let it be taxed.” Of course this 
argument is fallacious, for who shall say what is for 
the public good, and who shall hav the hardihood 
to aver that churches are really used by the public? 

But we desire to congratulate the Jarvis Street 
Baptist church, and to blazon its honesty to the 
world. We trust, moreover, that its repentance at 
this time is not from any jealousy because its Roman 
Catholic rivals own more real estate in Toronto than 


do the Presbyterians. 
— 9: — ———— 


Do Away With the Death Penalty. 

The cruelty attending the execution of murderer 
Kemmler by electricity and the frightful uncertainty 
attending the application of that form of the death 
penalty will not be without benefit to the people of 
the state of New York if it shall induce our legisla- 
tors to abolish the death penalty entirely and substi- 
tute imprisonment for life, or until the murderer 
shall be deemed fit to again go at large. 

Hanging is a barbarous method of killing a man, 
and its abolition was brought about by an awakened 
public sentiment against brutality. We trust it will 
not again be made legal. 

The object of punishment is now generally con- 
caded to be the reformation of the criminal, not re- 
venge for the crime he has committed. Dead men 
cannot reform, and their taking off brutalizes the 
community, the men who commit the legal murder, 
and does not restrain others from murdering. Let 
the death penalty be abolished. 


A Chance for All. 


A friend who writes not for publication, and whose 
name is therefore necessarily withheld, says: 

“ It does not seem necessary to Freethought to defend ob- 
scenity or polygamy. Some of your articles in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER are of questionable propriety on those subjects.” 


If this friend, or any other, will point out one 
sentence written by the Editor of this paper defend- 
ing obscenity or polygamy, the Editor will make him 
a present of a nice new suit of clothes beside which 
Joseph's garment was but a bundle of rags. 


—_— OO 1H oO 
“ Waar Would Follow the Effacement of Christianity?” 
by George Jacob Holyoake (10 cents; 12 copiesfor $1), is an 
indictment of Christianity that Freethinkers should read, 
and then circulate around the neighborhood. 


— M Á—(p——á! 

Turre ought to be in this city a Society for the Suppres- 
sion of ''suppression," ** prevention,” and '' enforcement? 
societies. They are a pestiferous lot, composed of bigots 
and unprincipled adventurers. The adventurers use the 
bigots and line their own pockets. 


Arben HaALEisivformed that wecannot use his manuscript, 
nor return it, as he failed to attach his address toit. '' Diag- 
oras? will please forward his name and address, or his 
well-written article will go into the wastebasket. Charles 
Laperche will find the price-list of indulgences in D. M. 
Bennett's ‘Champions of the Church” (page 421), taken 
from De Cormenin's “ History of the Popes,” vol. ii, page 54. 
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: cause of truth and advancement. It is my earnest desire to | tigate all questions affecting his present or future welfare 
etter 8 from Sriends. do something for Freethought. All my Liberal acquaint- | and decide for himself independent of popular opinion or 
ances are Scotchmen, which is another objection to organiz- | prej udice. W. E. WALTON. 
ing. If we make any definit arrangements we will com- 
Mx. Eprror: Please T AA E due municate with you as to getting a lecturer. If you can 


13th, not come to hand. I want to read all the pictures. 
The “ Patriarchs " are done to perfection. Why-not enlarge 
them, and print colored lithographs for framing ? 

J. P. Gur». 


BALLSTON Spa, N. Y., Aug. 3, E.M. 290. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find money for the picture 
book. When I sent my own and my friend's subscription 
we voted for the pictures, but I did not see the votes 
recorded in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. May Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
and its noble family and Brother Heston liv long and pros- 
per, i is the prayer of this nest of ungodly Atheists. 
WirLu M THORPE. 


HanniBAL, Mo., July 31, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Death, the destroyer of all, called at the 
home of our brother July 10, 1890, at Canton, Mo. 
Brother A. Dittwiler, at the age of seventy years, left this 
world of care. He has been during life an outspoken Free- 
thinker, and his request was that his remains be laid at rest 
under the auspices of the Brotherhood of Moralists, of which 
order he was one of the earliest members. I, as secretary of 
the order, officiated, using the beautiful ritual of Dr. A. R. 
Ayres. The deceased brother must hav been respected in 
his town; a large following to the grave attested this. 
Among the sorrowing friends and neighbors were six 

ministers of the cloth. F. H. Rav. 


Wesrzen Branon MirrrARY HOME, ) 
Kav., June 22, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror: I see a communication in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of the 19th inst. from Wyoming, by Dr. Boynton. 
I think, as he does, that there are people willing to take the 
spiritual, as well as many other ideas, without understand- 
ing proofs. Is it not-just as likely the disease will prevent 
persons understanding the spiritual thought as the reverse? 
Now, after traveling thousands of miles for the purpose of 
studying psychical subjects, for fifty years, I hav determined 
in my mind for the present that spirit or electricity in man 
is the agent that moves, and givs form to the body, and is the 
all. When persons leave the body they hav the same mag- 
netic power as they had before leaving, and become either 
gods or devils. All the evidence that has come to man since 
memory began, that is understood, is the proof. 

Gzo. J. Hovey. 


BursrEY's Pomr, Mo., July 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed you will find a petition for pardon 
of Moses Harman. I received several blanks from you, and 
hav succeeded in having one filled. I hav sent several 
blanks to other parties to hav filled, and will forward them. 
as soon as they are returned. I am forty years old; was 
raised by Christian parents, and believed in the hocus-pocus 
until about three years ago, when I undertook to study the 
Holy Queer for myself, when I found it to be a fraud, filled 
with contradictions and absurdities, so unreasonable that I 
could no longer believe in it, though it was like pulling my 
eye teeth to givit up. We hava large sprinkling of Free- 
thinkers in this part, and are not ashamed to let ourselvs be 
Known. We hav our monthly meetings, and invite the 
clergy out to criticise us, but they make themselvs scarce. 
We are on top, and mean to stay there. Keep Heston at 

work. Long liv THE TRUTH SEEKER. Gzo. W. SooBEX. 


Brooxuyn, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: I can hardly avoid complimenting you upon 
the improved appearance of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and it is 
with considerable reluctance I allow it to go out of my pos- 
session, fearful of never seeing my copy again. You are 
aware I am a Spiritualist, as also a Materialist. This fact I 
should like fully understood. I hav been so for many 
years past. Iscorn the idea of hypocritically attempting to 
ride two horses at once. Some of your readers wonder how 
this can be done. It is very plain; perhaps I hav had more 
spiritual proofs than circumstances hav permitted others. 

A Spiritual friend recently called upon me and said he 
had once been a devout, praying Methodist, and to become 
an enlightened Spiritualist one must hav had a good school- 
ingin Atheism. 

I like Toe TRUTH SEEKER because it is conservativ to no 
sect or party, but aes to that of decorum, delicacy, and 
truth. D. B. 


CiNorsNArTI, O., July 31, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: I am a constant reader of your paper, Tux 
TRUTH BEEEKER, and like it very much.  Iget it from the 
local agent. Iam a Scotchman, and came to America only 
about one year ago. I used to read the English Freethought 
papers, but I believe THz TRUTH BEEKER excels them. The 
illustrations to my mind could not be surpassed. There 
does not appear to be any Freethought society in this city ; 
at least I can discover no trace of any—which does appear 
strange. I am acquaivted with one or two Liberals in this 
city, but not sufficiently to form a society, though probably 
we may manage to geta few more together before winter. 
We started a Freethought society in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
just a little while before I left the country. It appears to be 
doing well enough. There is not enough of local talent at 
present here to keep a society organized even if we could 
get a start. Possibly other branches could help us out a 
little, and if we could get a good lecturer to come at the 
start maybe we might organize, but it will depend upon 
whether we can get more Liberal acquaintances. The church 
here does not appear to hav very much power, and I be- 
lieve, with a good start, we could do some good for the 


giv me the names of any Liberals in this city that would 
be likely to join us I would be much obliged. 
Yours truly, AwNDREW Hoae. 


BsowviLLE, Va., Aug. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just read '* My Religious Ex- 
perience,” by S. P. Putnam, and I feel as if I want every 
Liberal in the land to read it and lend it to his neighbor. It 
is a vivid picture of a real religious conversion, and the 
coming out of it again into the clear light of truth and 
reason. It is as interesting as a novel, and as entrancing as 
only such an autobiography can be. Thoughts, feelings, 
opinions, and facts are thoroughly analyzed in Putnam’s own 
clear, poetical, practical, earnest manner, and you follow 
him in his course as wrapped up in the narrativ as if it were 
your own individual story laid bare to your view. Like his 
Gottlieb” or ** Love Triumphant,” it fills you with such a 
love of truth, humanity, beauty, and lofty purpose that you 
feel enthusedly and earnestly converted to a higher life as 
you close up the little volume, and sigh because there is not 

more of it. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


JAGKSONVILLE, FLA., July 30, 1890. 

Mr. EpnrroR: Before I will answer any of G. A. Chapin's 
questions allow me to ask kindly of G. A. Chapin what evi- 
dence he can furnish that no God exists, and that any man 
has authority over another rightfully? 

Ishould alsolike to know why majority rule is more de- 
structiv than the rule of à monarch. If so, why so? 

If a person holds titles to vacant land without using the 
same, if it is wrong, why 80 ? 

If one man, or a combination of men, monopolize the issue 
of money, if it is wrong, why so? 

I should like to know upon what ground COARURORY tax- 
ation can be enforced on property. 

Are interest, rent, and profits earned by the receiver ? If 
not, why not? Is it honest to believe the collection thereof 
to be wrong? If so, why so? 

What good is therein a policeman’s allowing a man to 
kill another and using no force in arresting the murderer ? 

Respectfully, AvausT BUESING. 


Inpian Grove, July,20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Johu W. Dayton, of Attumway, says: “I 
hav often wondered why Freethinkers thought it incum- 
bent on them to defend, by infiuence and money, those 
guilty of sending obscene literature through the mails.” 
In this connection he propounds this very pertinent question: 
“In advocating the principles of Liberalism is it. necessary 
to sink into the depths of obscenity?” He says, ‘I think 
not.” And so say I. In this particular I fiatter myself that 
Iam in perfect accord with nine-tenths of all Freethinking 
people throughout the country. Our postal laws were 
framed by our legal representativs, and they certainly 
voiced the sentiments of -their constituency when they 
declared by legal enactment that no obscene literature should 
be disseminated through the United States mail. The march 
of intelligence and civilization has expunged from our 
nomenclature the slang phraseology and the indecent, 
vulgar terms that characterized the literature of a few cent- 
uries ago. A pure, chaste literature, treating on all 
subjects that interest the scientific mind, is disseminated 
without let or hindrance through the United States mail, 
and there is therefore not the slightest apology for such men 
as Harman, Heywood, and company, who, in direct viola- 
tion of statutory enactment, persist in circulating through 
the mails a class of literature that has a strong tendency to 
corrupt and deprave that inherent love of purity and moral 
and intellectual refinement that is so preéminently charac- 
teristic of the present age, and upon which to a great extent 
depends the renovation of society and the stamping out of* 
vice and immorality in the land. There is not, looking at 
the subject from an unbiased standpoint, a solitary extenuat- 
ing circumstance in the case. It is to me a humiliating and 
much to be regretted fact that almost all newspaper expo- 
nents of Freethought are circulating petitions aud soliciting 
substantial aid in behalf and in vindication of those strangely 
infatuated and misguided men. While we sympathize 
with them in their dire misfortune we remember that it is 
only through the experience of the ills contingent on the 
violation of the principles of justice and morality that we 
may become wise. Could not our brilliant R. G. Ingersoll 
assign as plausible a reason for the discontinuance of his 
patronage of those journals that are making such strenuous 
efforts and such touching appeals in behalf of Harman, 
Heywood, and company as he assigned for disconnecting 
himself with the Liberal League? The action of prominent 
Freethought journals and Liberal organizations in connection 
with the Harman, Heywood, and Reid case is positivly 
destructiv to the cause we hold so dear. It is a retrograde 
movement instead of an advance one, that will cause Liber- 
alism to become a hiss and a by-word simultaneously with a 
shout of allelujah and exultant triumph from the orthodox 
camp. The best arguments employed in defense of the 
principles advocated and defended by Liberals, emanating 
from the most brilliant orators and writers, hav been 
couched in words so chaste and pure as to giv no offense 
to the most ‘fastidiously inclined, and all must reeognize 
their superiority in moral tone and intellectual refinement 
over the dirt, drivel, and filth that characterize the pages of 
holy writ. This article will doubtless meet with adverse 
criticism on account of ®ur inclination to discriminate 
against superstition and vice, but we hold it to be the 
imperativ duty of every man to boldly and fearlessly inves- 


Roouzster, Minn., July 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you allow a few friendly criticisms ? 
I was greatly interested in the last TRUTH SEEKER--flratly, 
by reading ** Proslavery Discussions of American Ministers,” 
knowing with what tenacity they sustained negro slavery. 
They would not patronize any antislavery papers, nor 
circulate them, just the same as some goody-good people 
now refuse to read or look at such papers as Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, Investigator, Lucifer, Word, etc. ‘The domestic 
relations of master and slave" must not be interfered with 
then, any more than the domestic relations of husbands and 
wives (master and slaves) must be interfered with now, even 
when the crime of enforced maternity issues from every six 
out of ten health-broken women. Now, to know that slav- 
ery was upheld fifty-five years ago, and then to find the very 
same sentiments uttered by our Freethinkers to-day, seems 
imiraculous! Turn to the article of Mr. C. Close and extracts 
from Colonel Ingersoll They both, evidently, throttle free 
speech and freedom of thought, by their writings, in sus- 
taining the Comstock law, which has jailed so many noble- 
minded workers for unpopular reforms.. I ask, must all 
accept as infallible what Colonel Ingersoll discerns as 
“literature of immorality,” any more than what Comstock 
or the various judges may discern as such? I, asa woman, 
wife, and mother, everlastingly protest against any law 
which can silence the utterance of advanced ideas of the 
age. ‘Our Suffering Sisters" at home need to understand 
the laws of life better, but if all who attempt to teach them 
are silenced by prison bars, it seems that ‘ The Strike of a 
Sex" will become a necessity, as well as a readable work of 
fiction. 

Mr. Close says: ‘‘ Those men (Harman, Heywood, Reid] 
each and all hav promulgated theories and engaged in 
practices contrary to law.” Did not the brave Abolitionists 
do the same, and time vindicated them? Did they not dis- 
obey the Fugitiv Slave law? Did they not suffer death for 
printing, writing, and talking upon slavery? But we know 


‘they were in the right, for tyranny is evil. 


Again: ‘‘ Liberals should point out the evils of existing 
laws—and there are many—and in every legitimate, proper 
manner endeavor to hav them amended, or repealed, or bet- 
ter ones substituted.” Now, in the name of exact truth, 
what else hav Harman, Heywood, the Footes, and others 
been driving at for the last eighteen or more years? They 
hav tried in every legitimate, proper manner to amend, re- 
peal, or substitute better laws! And herein lies their crime. 
Simply because the light of investigation revealed more hor- 
rid practices than was thought possible, why, these ad- 
vanced guards must be imprisoned as ‘criminals, with the 
merest farce of a trial. What of ajudge who deals out law 
in such a manner? Itis just such '* deals" that compel per- 
sons to become Anarchists. ' 

Again: “ It is not in accordance with the spirit of Liber- 
alism to even indirectly seem to giv countenance and sup- 
port to any of the cranky ideas of Anarchists, Socialists, 
freelovers, or of those who hav extreme and unacceptable 
ideas of sexual and depraved notions in regard to social and 
family relations.” 

Now, must we all accept this narrow, limited kind of 
Liberalism which friend Close is so anxious to keep free 
from agitation? Certainly not. Let us investigate al! sub- 
jects thoughtfully and justly, and don't be afraid of new and 
cranky ideas. A reform to be permanent must appeal to 
the reason and intellect of man, and what we ''Buffering 
Bisters " at home demand of you voters is, untrammeled free- 
dom to educate ourselvs. And that means that you must 
not kill off or jail our teachers through any such (l)awful 
laws as now exist. 

Yours for free speech when you've something to say, 

Fiona W. Fox. 


CENTENNIAL BrATE, July 28, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Our hearts are filled with sorrow. Every 
time when we feel consoled to hav a good sky-pilot in any 
Western community to lead us along the narrow path, along 
comes some officer with a star hanging on his old torn 
vest, and arrests our Lord’s embassadors, and swears charges 
against the workers in the holy vineyard. I am sure the 
Lord has put a lying spirit into the mouths of the multitude, 
ashe said he would in holy writ, and sure nobody would 
dare to accuse the Lord for not keeping word in the face of 
our gospel-building Missouri Freemasons and holy John 
Wanamaker as a piratical publisher of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, unauthorized to do so except under cover of 
piracy. But see what the lying telegraph, in the mouths of 
multitudes, says: At Fort Worth, Tex., they arrested 
the Rev. Brother William Mitchell, the leading gospel- 
pounder of the burg. Five leading banks charge brother 
Mitchell with forgery, when, as a matter of fact, the rev- 
erend brother meant all well—to build up the Lord's king- 
dom. Of course it takes money to make the mare go in 
church as well as on the racetrack. Not content with the 
injury they hav already done against the brother's character, 
they arepublishing little anecdotesof the Rev. William Mitch- 
ellas having been arrested before, and once caught steal- 
ing books, when he only wanted to study the laws of Moses 
for our benefit. 

Now comes La Junta, Col. In order to not be behind 
other growing Western towns, they arrest the-Rev. Mr. Rae, 
and charge him with obtaining the paltry little sum of 
$1,800 under false pretenses. Not satisfied with such an 
outrage against a follower of Jesus, they put the reverend 
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Brother Rae into the Otero county jail; because the Lord has 
put a lying spirit into the mouths of the multitude. The 
very people who wanted a free pass to heaven are neglecting 
to furnish $1,000 bail and get Brother Rae out of jail to 
preach the wrath to come. 

. At Granada, Col., the Rev. William Grooms has done a 
more sensible act. When he found preaching did not pay, 
owing to a wicked Jacob Blumer, who circulates fifty-two 
TRUTH SEEKERS annually, he went to Holly station, and took 
charge of a section on the Santa Fe railroad, and figures in 
his old following, that of a section boss. 

It pains one's heart to observe with how little respect sone 
newspapers speak of our,holy sky-pilots. For instance, 
when the Rev. Bernard Kelly preached that no resubmis- 
sionist could be a Christian, the Anthony, Kan., Republican 
said that there is no law in Kansas prohibiting a preacher 
from making a fool of himself (but it worked the reverse in 
the Harman case). 

The other day, or rather evening, a Mr. Harris, near Du 
Quoin, Kan., on his way home from church tumbled out of 
his buggy and broke his neck, and was as dead as a goose. 
Yet preachers say no evil can befall one who is going to 
church. The Mr. Harris in this case is no backslider, but 
had the reputation as the leading spirit in the Presbyterian 
church and all Sunday-schools, and yet the Lord must break 
the poor, honest farmer's neck. Moral: Let churck-going 
on Sunday nights alone. Take neither the preachers’ nor 
the Lord’s word for it, for we don’t know on which side at 
the moment the Lord’s lying spirit may take possession. 
Keep him out of politics, schools, courts, and juries, and man 
will reach justice all the sooner. 

Only a short time ago they arrested my old acquaintance, 
W. A. Spears, in Richardson county, Neb., and charged 
Brother Spears as being insane, simply because Brother 
Spears claims that he is the second Prophet Elijah, to bring 
drouth and famin on earth. And sure enough drouth has 
prevailed already in many parts. All our lives we are taught 
how our old Bible friends used to liv, buf no sooner, on 
arriving at our manhood, do we try to imitate our old 
friends, the Lord's anointed, and those after the Lord's own 
heart, than we are dragged off to jail, and sent to the lunatic 
asylum or penitentiary, all because we don’t know at the 
time on which side the multitude is fllled with the Lord's 
lying spirit. MuawuM». 


Kumpyzr, Tex., July 21, 1890. 

Mr. Epnrron: I am a new subscriber to your paper, never 
having heard of it until I saw your advertisment in the Fn- 
dependent Pulpit, of Waco, Tex., and never having seen a 
copy until I received it on my trial subscription, which will 
soon be run out. To say that I like the paper is putting it 
in the mildest way I know of. I likeitin every way; find 
no fault with it in any way; would know nothing to suggest 
to make it better, and it is my intention to subscribe for it as 
long as I can raise the yearly subscription price and as long 
as Taz TnuTE SEEKER maintains its vigorous way of defend- 
ing and spreading the principles it now so ably advocates. 
The last, but by far not the least, in my estimation, are the 
letters you print of our fellow.Liberals from all parts of the 
Union, and other countries. To a man living, like myself, 
among heathen Christians, they are company, next to the 
writers themselvs. They make me forget the loneliness I feel 
when I consider that I am about the only outspoken Infidel 
in this community, and feel the looking-down on me of my 
faithful fellow-citizens. J am living here surrounded by the 
Dark Ages, as it were, with the inatruments of torture and 
the Holy Inquisition left out. There are shepherds and 
sheep here for whom and with whom the earth and its prog- 
ress are standing still, for if the earth was moving with such 
a tremendous force as some fools want them to believe, 
would not every tree and mountain be leveled down? If it 
was not for the Bible a man could not tell himself from a 
wild hog; or, as another preacher puts it, ‘If you reject 
the Bible, how do you know you are not a mule?" Hesays: 
“If we throw away the Bible, we would soon turn our wives 
and fair daughters out on the prairie and treat them like 
brutes. There is more of astronomy and geology in this 
chapter [Icannot think of the name of the chapter now] than 
in all the books that were ever written taken together." 
this is not the Dark Ages reproduced in a milder state, or 
rather if this is not & remnant of that eventless and dead 
epoch, the Dark Ages, surely then I am sadly mistaken. 
And how much more than the political power would it take 


to reinstate the Blue Jaws of New England and by and by 


the Holy Inquisition of Spain? If we allow the fanatics to 
put their holy Bible god (1 refuse to put a capital G in that 
name) into our glorious and well-tried Constitution, and into 
our schools and school-books, as the keen point of an enter- 
ing wedge, how soon would they follow with more Sunday 
laws; how soon would they outlaw all unbelievers; how 
soou would they commence persecuting them, and afterward 
one sect the other! How soon would they rend asunder 
our republic, this glorious work of unbelievers! How soon 
would they hav the stream muddied and things in a chaos, 
and the high priest down to the low priest wading in blood, 
and to the last one of them fishing for the wealth of their 
- dupes! j 

With pleasure I see that the Liberals of Washington state 
hay taken stand to repel. the entering wedge, God in our 
schools and in our politics. It is with pleasure I see the 
Liberals of Texas trying to organize, and there is hope that 
we will not only succeed in saving our country from the God 
contagion, but also shake the last vestige of the Dark Ages 
out ‘of its last hiding.place in our country. 

The crop of camp-meetings is a full one, as usual. It 
never fails, No matter if all other crops are parched up by 
the heat of the sun and the usual drouth, this one crop is a 
Sure crop; and its accompanying gymnastic contortions of 


[ . 7 
body and mind never miss either. "The crop is now in full 


If 


bloom, and ripening in the usual conversion of members of 
one sect into another. Ihav yet to hear of the conversion of 
& real unbeliever. 
Sending my best regards to all outspoken and activ In- 
fidels through Tux TRUTH SEEKER, I remain, 
Yours truly, ARTHUR BOHUBERT, 


: MAKANDA, ILL., June 6, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: The sentence pronounced by Judge Foster 
on Mr. Harman is most unreasonable, brutal, unjust, and 
infamous. It is one that, when the prejudices of the times 
hav passed away, as they are destined soon to do, will 
consign him, with Jeffries, to the everlasting scorn and 
contempt of all the good of earth. To inflict so severe 
a sentence on an honest, pure-minded, kind-hearted 
friend of humanity, because in his honest zeal for the 
cause of an outraged, and almost defenseless, class of his 
fellow-citizens he erred in judgment and published com- 
munications containing language of doubtful propriety, 
is too gross an outrage on personal and natural rights, 
and the spirit of our institutions, to be thought of in cold 
blood. In passing judgment on such unjust, vindictiv, and 
disgraceful specimens of humanity as Judge Foster and his 


jury we should, I suppose, pity rather than blame them.. 


We must remember that the Ethiope cannot change his skin 
nor the leopard his spots; thesow will wallow and snakes 
must crawl—so a born tyrant, sneak, or knave cannot mani- 
fest the essential characteristics of a true, just, and honorable 
gentleman, whether on the bench or elsewhere. These are 
the only considerations that palliate the vindictiv znd 
cruel conduct of Judge Foster. 

Yet while I speak thus of Judge Foster and his class, I 
deeply regret that Mr. Harman and Mr. Heywood should 
deem it their duty to publish language so gross and disgust- 
ing as to shock the sense of decency of the great mass of 
refined and really pure-minded people, both in and out of 
the ranks of Freethought. One of our serious charges 
against the Bible is the obscenity of many of its narrativs, 
sayings, and laws, and if we adopt a similar style of language 
we cannot consistently press that objection. From the first, 
Comstock and his reverend henchmen hav made obscenity 
the principal pretext for their persecution of Freethinkers, 
while we know that their real war is against Freethought 
itself. It has seemed tō me that, under the circumstances, 
it was preéminently the dictate of wisdom to avoid even the 
appearance of evil in this respect. We all know that Com- 
Stock and his ghoulish clan of filth-loving, boasted moral 
scavengers are watching and waiting for a plausible pre- 
text on which to‘base legal proceedings against us, well 
knowing that the prevailing bitter Christian prejudice 
against us and our cause will greatly aid them in the 
consummation of their tyrannical and infamous purposes, 
hoping also, by their success, to check the progress of 
Freethought. 

Now, it seems to me that, under the circumstances, a 
decent respect for the feelings, opinions, convictions, or, if 
they will hav it so, the prejudices of their fellow-workers 
inthe cause of humanity, ought to deter everyone from even 
an approach to the borderland of obscenity. The conduct 
of Mr. Harman and Mr. Heywood, to say the least of it, is 
of doubtful propriety. It puts us on the defensiv against 
the filthy charge of obscenity, and, what is the bad feature 
of the case, it makes the defense difficult and doubtful. 
When a writer or speaker selects language unnecessarily vul- 
gar and disgusting in describing the vile doings of his fellow- 
men, we logically conclude that he is not so much opposed 
to that which is gross and filthy as he should be, and no 
editor can publish communications in which such language 
is used without injuring his character, and the cause he 
advocates, even though the motivs may be perfectly pure. 
Therefore, I protest against this line of conduct. Those 
pious prosecutors, however, who defend as divinely inspired 
the equally obscene passages of the Bible, and insist on hav- 
ing them read by our children in school, only prove them- 
selvs to be inconsistent, contemptible hypocrits. 

W. W. WALKER. 


ManoELINE, Mo., July 20, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: I received Toe TRUTH SEEKERS all right 
which you sent me ashort time ago. I read them with 
interest and distributed them with greater interest. I came 
here to Chariton county, Mo., about a month ago, from 
Bramble, Ind. My health has been poor for five months, so 
I came here to visit my uncle in hope of gaining better 
health while among the Chariton hilis. I had only been 
here a short time when the Holiness people pitched their 
tent (Tabernacle) on the west bank of Vandoozen creek, for 
the purpose of carrying on a meeting. Their meeting has 
been in progress for two weeks. For the benefit of some of 
the readers of Tae TRUTH SEEKER that know nothing of the 
Holiness faith (if there be any), I will giv a short history of 
their faith, practice, and meeting here. The faction here 
hav no creed, no churches, no organization. God is their 
only church. Those desiring to unite with them must pro- 
fess (be converted), then sanctified. Then they travel on to 
a state of perfection equal with Christ. They reach a point 
where they are saved; are sin-proof; are past the point of 
temptation; sanctifled wholly and saved by the blood of.the 
lamb. When one knows he is saved then he belongs to the 
church of God. Assoon as they are saved nearly all of them 
goto preaching the gospel, both men and women. I hav 
heard as many as seven of them at one meeting. The 
greater part of them are an illiterate .class. They accept 
nothing as truth that is not in the Bible's barbarous record, 
and are avowed enemies to education and scientific prin- 
ciples. I hav heard a great many of them say that they did 


not want their children to hav any education only just 
enough to read the Bible. They call themselvs God's saints. 


Each one givs an exegesis of the Bible of his or her own. 


They become confused, and wrangle angg dispute among 

themselvs, while preaching. They then pray to God (whose 

Will it is to answer anything they pray for) to make every- 

thing right they hav said. They then retire, feeling (each 

one of them) that they hav expounded the holy scriptures 

with great force and precision. Uncle believes every word 

in the Bible, and claims sanctification, but does not think 

one can get beyond temptation. So one evening after the 

services at the Tabernacle two of the preachers came home 

with uncle and me. Uncle disputed the correctness of some 

of the doctrin they had been preaching regarding temptation. 

They both undertook to argue him down, but he resorted to 

the July 5th number of Taz TRUTH Bxxxxg which you sent 

me, and taking C. B. Reynolds’s article on the Lord's prayer 

in our public schools, completely silenced both of them. 

Uncle, when he first examined Tux TRUTH SEEKERS, said 

they were snakes—that he would just as leave hav snakes in 

his house a8 such papers—and that they were the works of 

the devil. But he took the devil's argument to down the 

preachers. The snakes probably do not look quite so ven- 

omous as they did at first to him. The Holiness barbarous, 

heathenish doctrin teaches that people must throw education 

away; must not recognize science; must discard the affec- 

tion and love of family for the love of Jesus. Everything 

that is ennobling; everything that is good and grand, and 

everything that is to the education and elevation of the peo- 

ple here in this life, must be thrown aside, and people must 
become fools for Christ’s sake. This is the doctrin of the 

Holiness people. They are not loyal American citizens. 

All of them that I hav talked with are in favor of God in the 
Constitution, and one of them said ** Bob Ingersoll” ought 

to hava rope around his neck, and such papers as THE 

TRUTH SEEKER ought not to be allowed to be printed. Lib- 
erals, wake up! Such an element are enemies to science; 

to education ; to liberty, the sweetest boon of all. Just such 
an element if they should be successful in getting God eatab- 
lished in the Constitution, and become a power in our gov- 
ernment, would crush out science, education, and liberty, 
and this country would retrograde and become the home of 
barbarians. God should be let alone in the clouds, or 
wherever he is, and kept out of the Constitution, for his 
name will be poisonous to the page it may occupy. One of 
the preachers said an incendiary (the devil) burnt his store 
some years ago, and that it was a good thing it happened— 
it caused his soul to get saved. Then he gave God the credit 
for it and beat the devil. out of what he deserved. He said, 
“ The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord." A lady said her daughter was saved 
a year ago, but ' now she is lost again, and thank God I am 
going to heaven and she can just go to hell.” The girl was 
present. Oh, how my sympathy ran out for her whose 
father was dead and whose mother's misguided mind had 
Jost all affection and mother love. Another man in his ex- 
hortation thanked God his daughter died about two years 
ago and went to hell unsaved—'' and, thank God, I am going 
to heaven!" Some of them tell the people if they desire the 
prayers of God's saints to arise to their feet; then they tell 
them their prayers cannot save them, they must pray for 
themselvs. One old fanctimonious-looking gentleman 
. pointed me out the other day and said: ‘‘ My friend, you 
are under conviction. Do not you think that now is the 
time to make a start to get converted, sanctified, and saved ? 
Do not you feel that you are convicted by God's holy word? 
Are you not bothered in mind?" I said: “No, sir. My 
mind is at peace, at rest. I am very well satisfied, sir.” 
He wheeled on his heels as quick as a wink and said, '* If 
God cannot convict you I cannot." "The same preacher last 
night was speaking of the sinful world, the whisky hells, 
the gambling-dens, and other places of vice and sin. He 
was so clownlike in speech and gestures that some of the 
boys snickered at him. He said, very sarcastically, '* Some 
of you boys will get something worse than the things I hav 
spoken of, thank God." He then smiled, as though it would 
be a beautiful spectacle to see a hell full of burning, roasting 
souls. Ifthey fail to get followers they seem to be in a bad 
humor, and they threaten the people with eternal punish- 
ment. I appeal to the reasoning powers of every human 
being in this nation, whose mind is invested with dark su- 
perstition and ignorance, to rise above such barbarism and 
investigate for himself. Persons who believe that God has 
made his will known to man, and believe every word of the 
Bible is given of inspiration, and that a loving and all-wise 
and all-merciful God was really guilty of all the murder and 
bloodshed the Bíble says he is—persons who believe that 
God' caused his only son to be murdered as the only means 
of saving the lost ones of the world, and believe that God 
will commit unbelievers who hav honest doubt to an endless 
punishment—I say such believers, if the laws of our country 
were such that they could enforce their Bible doctrins, 
would punish unbelievers here. I would believe in a hell 
then—the Christians would giv us a hell here on earth. 
I believe in living in the nineteenth century, not in 
the time of Moses. I believe in free thought and free 
specch. I believe in living this life right. I believe in mak- 
ing a heaven here. I believe every preacher and priest in 
the land could do more good by giving lectures on temper- 
ance, morality, science, and education—getting the people 
interested in and prepared for living a peaceable and good 
life here. I believe it would do more good than preaching 
a barbarous history of a barbarous people; a heaven, hell, 
God, and devil that they know nothing about. The barba- 
rous history of a barbarous people would be all right looked 
back upon with shame, but when taught as the word of God 
it brings shame on the one who teaches it. Above all, I be- 
lieve in a complete separation of church and state, and Uni- 
versal Mental Liberty. Cuas. A. GLENN. 
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Children’s Gorner. 
pm by cu H. Wixos, Fail 


River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's oooupations 
Thatis known as the Ohildren's Hour." 


Only a Boy. 


I am only a boy, with a heart light and free; 
I am brimming with mischief and frolio and glee ; 
I danoe with delight, and I whistle and sing, 
And you think such a boy never cares for a thing. 


But boys hav their troubles, though jolly they 
seem ; 

Their thoughts can go farther than most people 
deem. " 

'Taeir hearts are as open to sorrow a8 joy, 

And each has his feelings, though only a boy. 


Now, oft when I’ve worked hard at piling the 
wood, 

Hav done all my errands, and tried to be good, 

I think I might hav a rest or a play; 

But how shall I manage? Oan anyone say? 


If I star} for a stroll, it is ** Kasp off the street P 

If I go to the house, it is ' Mercy ! what feet !” 

If I take a soat, tis " Here! giv me that chair !" 

If I lounge by a window, 'tis ‘Don’t loiter 
there !” 

Jf I ask a few questions, ‘tis ** Don't bother me !" 

Or else “Such a torment I never did gee !” 

I am scolded or cuffed if I make tho least noise, 

Till I think in this wide world there's no place 
for boys. 


At sohool they are Shooked if I want & good play; 

At home or at church I am so in the way ; 

And it’s hard, for I don’t see that boys are to 
blame, 

And ‘most any boy, too, will say just the same. 


Of course a boy can’t know as much a8 a man, 
But we try to do right just as hard as we can. 
Hav patience, dear people; though oft we aunoy ; 
For the best man on earth once was “Only a 
Boy.” 
—Aunt Lucy, in Ohio State Journal. 
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Corner Gospel. 
THE WAY TO BE HAPPY. 


Some people think that it takes a good deal 
of money to be happy. They think that hap- 
piness consists in eating the costliest, wearing 
the costliest, sleeping in the costliest fashion, 
and soon. But it does not—no such thing. 
Some of the most unhappy individuals in 
this world subsist in luxury, eat, drink, and 
wear the best. They hav great coffers of 
wealth at their command, yet are of all men 
the most miserable. Why so? Because, as 
a rule, they hav concentrated their wealth 
upon themselvs. They hav grown in selfish- 
ness. They hav overloaded their stomachs 
in selfishness, covered their bodies in selfish- 
ness, stuffed and surfeited so that disease, 
like a tiger, has sprung upon them, fastened 
its fangs in their vitals, and is tearing them to 
pieces. Miserable days and sleepless nights 
follow them like an avenging nemesis. 

Oh, but I want to be rich! you say. No; 
you don’t. You just want to be comfortable, 
to hav the real wants satisfied, and the arti- 
ficial ones banished. You know we suffer 
more because of fancied needs than we ever 
do from real desires. You require work and 
enthusiasm todo it. Health, strength, cheer- 
‘fulness, are three great factors. And the sur- 
est way to be happy is to make somebody 
else happy, not with that definit end of self 
in view, but simply the wish and the effort 
to bring happiness into the life of another. 
Try it. Happiness is in right action, high 
aims. People forget surroundings with a 
great purpose in view. 

Hugh Miller, you know, was an enthusias- 
tic geologist. See how he describes his 
abiding-place when pursuing his favorit study 
early in life: ‘‘ Do look around,” he says in 
a letter toa friend, “and see the sort of a 
place in which & man can be happy. The 
sun is looking in through holes in the roof, 
speckling the floor with bright patches till it 
resembles a piece of calico. There are two 
windows in the apartment, one of them filled 
up with turf and stones, the other occupied 
by an old, unglazed frame. The fire is placed 
against the rough unplastered gable, into 
which we hav stuck a pin for suspending our 
pot over it,the smoke finding its way out 
through the holes of the roof and the win- 
_ dow. Our meal-sack hangs by a rope from 
one of the rafters, at the hight of a man’s 
head from the floor—our only means of pre- 
serving it from our thievish co-habitants— 
the rats. As for our furniture, ’tis altogether 
admirable. The two large stones are the 
steadiest seats I ever sat on, though perhaps 
a little ponderous when we hav occasion to 
-shift them ; and the bed is perfectly unique. 
It is formed of a pair of the minister's har- 


rows, with thespikes turned down, and cov- 
ered with an old door, and a bunch of straw; 
and as for culinary utensils, here is à wooden 
cog and here a pot. We are a little extrav- 
agant, to be sure, in our household expenses, 
for times are somewhat hard; but, meal and 
salt and every other item included, none of 
us hav yet exceeded halfa crown a week. 
You may now boast, like a true scholar, who 
looks only at the past, of Diogenes and his 
tub, and the comforts of philosophy." 

The man was happy,living in this way, 
because devoted to & great purpose. He 
ought to hav had different surroundings, but 
hedid not murmur. Absorbed in his work, 
life was pleasure. If he could be happy 
with his environment, how much more happy 
ought you to be with yours, so far more 
comfortable. 

Happiness increases as we lift others out 
of misery and sorrow. It flows from and fol- 


lows unselfishness. S. H. W. 
— Oo 


Catechism in Electricity. 

1. How strong a current is used to send a 
message over an Atlantic cable? A. Thirty 
cells of battery only, equa! to thirty volts. 

2. What is the longest distance over which 
conversation by telephone is daily main- 
tained? A. About 750 miles, from Portland, 
Maine, to Buffalo, New York. 

3. What is the fastest time made by an 
electric railway? A. A mile a minute, by a 
small experimental car. Twenty miles an 
hour on street railway system. 

4. How many miles of submarine cable are 
there in operation? A. Over 100,000 miles, 
or enough to girdle the earth four times. 

5. What is the maximum power generated 
by anelectric motor? A. Seventy-five horse 
power. Experiments indicate that 100 horse 
power will soon be reached. 

6. How is & break in a submarine cable 
located? A. By measuring the electricity 
needed to charge the remaining unbroken 
part. 

7. How many miles of telegraph wire in 
operation in the United States? A. Over a 
million, or enough to encircle the globe forty 
times. 

8. How many messages can be transmitted 
over & wire at one time? A. Four, by the 
quadruplex system, in daily use. 

9. How is telegraphing from a moving 
train accomplished? A. Through a circuit 
from the car roof, inducing a current in the 
wire on poles along the track. 

10. What are the most widely separated 
points between which it is possible to send a 
telegram? A. British Columbia and New 
Zealand, via America and Europe. 

11. How many miles of telephone wire in 
operation in the United States? A. More 
than 170,000, over which 1,055,000 messages 
are sent daily. 

12. What is the greatest candle power of 
arc light used in a lighthouse? A. Two 
million, in the lighthouse at Honstholm, Den- 
mark. 

13. How many persons in the United States 
are engaged in business depending solely on 
electricity ? A. Estimated 250,000. 

14. How long doesit take to transport a 
message from Ban Francisco to Hong Kong ? 
A. About fifteen minutes, via New York, 
Canso, Penzance, Aden, Bombay, Madras, 
Penang, and Singapore. 

15. What is the fastest time made by an 
operator sending messages by the Morse sys- 
tem? A. About forty-two words a minute. 

16. How many telephones are in use in the 
United States? A. About 300,000. 

17. What war vessel has the most complete 
electrical plant? A. United States man.of- 
war Chicago. 

18. What is the average cost per mile of a 
trans-atlantic submarine cable? A. About 
$1,000. 

19. How many miles of electric railway are 
there in operation in the United States? A. 
About four hundred miles, and much more 
under construction. 

20. What strength of current is dangerous 
to human life? A. Five hundred volts, but 


depending largely on physical conditions, 
rt ———— 


By the Forelock, 

In listening to the observations of a certain 
sort, one finds it difficult to class the person 
making them. Does he indulge in the sub- 
tlest sort of humor or is he too liberal-minded 
to notice the real drift of his remarks? 

It was near the end of the winter term, and 
8 teachers’ meeting had been called to dis- 
cuss the timely subject of written examina- 
tions. 

**I propose having one examination in the 
forenoon, and one in the afternoon, every 
day,” said the principal. 


“ That does very well in fair weather," an- 
swered one of the teachers, ‘‘ but on a cloudy 
day I object to an examination in the after- 
noon.” 

“So do I,” added another. ‘The chil. 
dren can’t see to write without an effort, and 
they get tired and nervous.” 

t Very well, then,” said the principal, ‘in 
case of a cloudy afternoon, hav that examina- 
tion the day before !?— Youth’s Companion. 
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Correspondence. 


SEERMAN, Mion., Aug. 12, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As I hav not seen any 
letters from this place in the Children’s 
Corner I thought I would write one. My 
grandpa has taken Tux TRUTH BEEKEX a 
number of years, aad I always read the 
Children’s Corner. Ihav both your books, 
** The Story Hour” and ‘‘ Apples of Gold.” 
At the last day of the school I go to I spoke 
the verses entitled, ‘‘ The Freethinker’s Means 
of Grace.” At school I study grammar. writ- 
ing, history, geography, spelling, and Robin- 
son’s arithmetic.  Iliv in the country, and 
am eleven years old. My father keeps 
twenty-two cows, has fifteen calves and four 
horses. If I see this letter in print I will 
write again. ANNA SoUrHWIOK. 

A PLEASANT LETTER. 

Miss B. H. Wrxon: Although a stranger 
to you personally I am not a stranger to your 
works, having read with considerable inter- 
est most, if not all, of your three books, 
together with your various articles that hav 
appeared from time to time in the columns 
of Tue TauTH SEEKER, including your visit to 
Philadelphia and your Sunday out, when 
Berthia, I think the name was, and yourself 
spent a portion of the sacred day among the 
tombstones inthe town of Warren. Literary 
criticism may be confined to philosophy and 
learning, but the expression of an honest 
opinion is undoubtedly the birthright of all. | 
Goldsmith says, ‘‘ Never touch a romance or 
novel: these paint beauty in colors more 
charming than nature and describe happiness 
that man never tastes.” 

I, however, notwithstanding this admoni- 
tion, hav read that wonderful book entitled, 
“All in a Lifetime” with pleasure and, I 
hope, not without profit. 

The book is deeply interesting, inasmuch 
as it takes the reader through nearly all the 
different phases of human life, beginning 
with the Yankee pedler and ending with the 
miserable death of the deceitful Philip Fal- 
sum, showing that the moral law, like the 
physical, cannot be violated with impunity. 

am a nativ of Dumfriesshire, Scotland. 
My boyhood and in fact some of my manhood 
days were spent a few miles from the village 
of Ecclefechan, the birthplace of Thomas 
Carlyle, and when I read in ‘All in a Life- 
time" the account of the Rev. Mr. Consslem's 
visit to the house of Mrs. Carden it reminds 
me very forcibly of my nativ home when 
the parish minister was visiting members of 
his congregation. But, unlike Regina Raw- 
ley, the Scotch lassies never doubted or 
disputed any of the doctrins advanced by 
‘* his reverence.” 

There are two chapters in the book that I 
very much admire. They are entitled, “ A 
New Gospel.” and ‘‘ The Voice of One Cry- 
ing in the Wilderness.” In my opinion the 
contents of those two chapters show great 
originality of thought, and display, in a 
remarkable degree, the reasoning powers of 
& philosophical mind, and although the 
views which they contain may not yet receive 
universal acceptance it may be safely asserted 
that ** All in a Lifetime,” ‘‘ Apples of Gold.” 
and ‘“ The Story Hour,” with its beautiful 
lessons and sweet, touching poetry, will be 
read and admired by thousands when this 
generation has passed away and when our 
bodies are mingling with the clods of the 
valley. R. 8. C. 

[We thank our stranger friend for the 
above unsolicited commendation of ‘‘ All In 
a Lifetime.” It is pleasant to know that our 
work meets with the approbation of scholars 
and thinkers. An occasional letter like the 
above givs us inspiration to go on in our 
chosen field of labor, hoping that the good 
seed dropped here and there may take root 
and grow, and, after a while, blossom into full 
flower and healthy fruitage. ‘Our friend will 
also please accept our thanks for a thought- 
ful article on the current methods of thought, 
and for some very beautiful poetical selec- 
tíons. —E». C. C.] 


Miss Wixon'sWorks. 
Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12mo, 382p. $1.95. 


or Boys and Girls. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


Bome and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Ohildren's Story-Book ever Issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224pp., boards, $1. . 
Address THE TRU TH SEEKER OO. 
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The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The. Bible- What as It? A 2 

phlet containing eight chapters i 

of the assumption that the Bible is pru 
book of pure thought, and correct in all ita 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. i 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
: tion or the hiblioal story at man’s creation 
a ologi "4 
fall" Price, 10 conta. oS nee 
Liberatism: areating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ standpoint, sho 
what it is not and what it is, Price. s anaE 
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BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 
Between B. F. UNDERWOOD and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
gess, Pres. of N. W. Ohristian Univ. 
Paper, 188pp. 50 ota.; clo.; 80. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price; 2) 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price; 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 
By L. L. DANN TM 
. cents. 


Price; 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Bantist.) His Evolution out of 
Christianity. By D. M. Bennett. Paper; 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worship Identical— 
1.e4 Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 


By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
Great Britaia. 
Price, 25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 


OR, Postrivist ÜALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 


EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


, 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD aud others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp., 60 cent8; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy. Ghost. 


By T. E. Loxc8uonrE. 
50., 50c. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Joan Fiekx. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By Anne BESANT. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LFE. 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, — 
By Ww. MoDoNNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 80c.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way Sxovurp THE Arcee FEAR TO Diz? 
By J. G. HOLYOAKE, 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUCED FROM 
Tug PRINOIPLE or FREETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By: Q. J. L10LYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS X, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 


.. By A. R. Grote, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the mm 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Womau of the XIXth Century. 
Pap., 500.; clo., 75. 


For all of the above books ‘address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
7 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS IT 


DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


SUSAN H. WIXON, 
F. M. HOLLAND, 
MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 


BY 
COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, R.B. WESTBROOK, 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., 
H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, PARKER PILLSBURY, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


SuBsEOTS or PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructing side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist f 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


GENTS WANTED zc e RE 


opportunity, Geo. A. Scott, 8 roadway; N. Y. 
THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
: gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


YRY-SQUARE. 


? 
The Church of Praetieal Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This i8 the history of an attempt to found a 
church without. superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uges it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. 


Price, $1.00. 


TRUTH SEEKER . 
z old letters on the outside. 
his binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the flle without disturbing the 
other parts. 

Bent by mail, postpaid, for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

Di 28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


OB) 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions "E 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Belf-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 

Price only 85 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS; 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50 cts. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With & complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GxonaE JACOB HOLYOAKE, "THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, Kart BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fea dollar. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 


' pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
Secularism: Is Et Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Charles Watts, With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


Reply to Father Lamberts 
*i'raeties of Infidels,” 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con: 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. . Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which 3s the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price; 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. ! 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The *uperstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


A 


Tux | The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 


cover. Price, 10 cents. 
Nature and ihe Supernatural; or, 
: Beli: fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; lts 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. B. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.R. In this letter the following subjects are 

dealt with: Do the Olergy Avoid 

Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 

Toward Christianity. 3. Freethought and 

Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 

Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 

6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 

5 cents. : 


NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED. 


hy 


Christianity: Detcetiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price; 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
* the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, * . A . 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience, 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestautism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Critical Re- 


view. 
Oloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. f 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


10 cents. 


20 cents. |. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and iuspiration.—f{ ew York Tribune, 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reagon, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


FT 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

Revised Edition—2 vols--Price: $3. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DBAPEB, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SREKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.: 
50 ota. 

The truth-teller i8 ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral,—Eztract, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN, 
PRIOE, " . n $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
$8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Every Liberal Should Rerd 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 
By AnrHvR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWICKE. 


. INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter_I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II Bible Biology and Evolution; Ohap- 
ter ITT, Bible Myths and Evolution ; Chapter IY, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acleg and Evolution : Obapter VII, Miracles Iu- 
credible; Chanter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution: Ohap- 
ter X, Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is “boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—{Literary World. —. NK 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced inaeading Washington 
irre [mter or ns, 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. : 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
frat qu ter, ma masterpiece E historioa] writ- 
ng. e hag a sty. at reminds us of Macaulay. 
Denn Monthly. y 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York’ 
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Glew Publications. 
Tur Rae-ProkgR oF Paris. By Felix Pyat. 

Translated from the French by Benj. R. 

Tucker. Boston, Mass: Benj. R. Tucker, 

publisher. Cloth, portrait of author, pp. 

818. Price, $1. 

Felix Pyat's name is well known in the roll 
of French Radicals. The novel presents a 
vivid panorama of the Paris of the present 
century. This translation may be counted on 
a8 unexceptionable, as coming from the ac 
complished scholar Benjamin Tucker. 
PaoroPLASM AND Lire. Two Biological 

Essays. By. Charles Cox, M.D. New 

York: N. D. C. Hodges. Limp cloth, pp 

67. Price, 75 cents. 


This is a treatment of a subject that is of 
interest to Freethinkers, the evolution of life. 
Christians conceive that the production of 
life from inanimate matter must hav required 
the offices of a God; Freethinkers are con- 
cerned to demonstrate that life could hav 
arisen by natural processes. This question 
is here treated with clear reasoning and 
perspicuous language. 


SrupiES IN TnEOSOPRY: Historical and Prac- 
tical, A Manual for the People. By W. 
J. Colville. Boston, Mass.: Colby & Rich. 
Cloth, pp. 504.. Price, $1.50. 


Theosophy is, as most of our readers are 
aware, 4 religion or doctrin savoring some- 
what of Spiritualism and somewhat of 
Hindooism, wholly mystical and transcen- 
dental, and no doubt rapturous and comfort- 
ing to those whose reason can be persuaded 
to giv it admission. Its adherents at least 
hav the merit, for our purposes, of being 
available as co-antagonists of Christianity, 
and we are thus disposed to treat them with 


Buchanan’s brilliant plea for moral, industrial, 
and physical culture in his ‘‘ New Educa- 
tion,” and his recent able paper on woman, 
published in the Arena, are a few illustrations 
among many that could be cited, in which 
we find the standards of a higher civilization 
being carried by Liberal thinkers. All of 
which should teach the church that earnest 
thinkers cannot wait her slow movement, 
when the miseries of society call loudly for 
immediate reform. Every story found in the 
pages of ‘‘A Thoughtless Yes,” conveys a 
great moral lesson in à manner always vivid, 
invariably forcible, sometimes startling, yet 
nowhere does the strength of the narrativ 
display weakness owing to the author’s 
morslizing.— Arena. 

* External Nature” is a paper-covered 
book of 70 pages, in which M. 8. Hall, of 
Omaha, Neb., expresses in prose and verse 
some Antichristian ideas. 

“ Practical Sanitary and Economic Cook- 
ing, adapted to Persons of Moderate and 
Small Means,” is the essay, by Mrs. Mary 


a 


considerable of courtesy. This book is a 

good exposition of the belief. 

WHEELBARROW. Articles and Discussions on 
the Labor Question. Including the con- 
troversy with Mr. Lyman J. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade. and the con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh O. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Chi- 
cago: Open Court Publishing Co. Cloth, 
portrait, pp. 388, $1. 


This is a well-written book. The adop. 
tion by the author of his singular cognomen, 
** Wheelbarrow,” becomes clear after reading 
the following from the publishers’ preface: 
t The articles of this book were written by a 
man who worked for years and years, his 
early childhood not excluded, as an unskilled 
laborer. With our shovel, and wheel- 
barrow he helped to lay the first foundations 
of severa] railroads in this country. So he 
knows from experience the sufferings and 
hardships workingmen hav to endure. His 
buoyant genius struggled against the odds, 
the restrictions, the impediments of his posi- 
tion; and by wisely applied exertion he grew 
in importance asa man, he came to the front 
as a character who dared to stand up for his 
ideals of freedom and equal right. Honors 
were then bestowed upon him: he was 
elected to represent his fellow-citizens in the 
legislature of hisstate, and in the war he rose 
to the rank of general. He worked no longer 
with the wheelbarrow, but with his brains; 
he was powerful as an orator, and wielded 
his pen with ability and vigor. But greater 
than his genius is the honesty of his aspira- 
tions, the nobility of his ideals, the broadness 
of his views. hile aspiring to more intel- 
lectual and higher work, his sympathies with 
the laboring classes never waned.” 


A TuoucurLEss Yes. By H.H. Gardener. 
Price, 50 cents. 


This handsome little volume, bound in 
heavy, plate paper, and sold at fifty cents, 
should be read by all our subscribers. It 
consists of nine short stories which are pro- 
nounced protests against many of the fashion- 
able vices and hoary evils of thehour. There 
is always a strong moral purpose behind 
everything Miss Gardener writes. She is not 
one of that vast constituency who are guilty 
of giving a thoughtless yes to wrongs because 
they hav the stamp of age, or the approval of 
Mrs. Grundy. It would be difficult to say 
which of the admirable stories in this volume 
are most to be commended. ‘‘A Splendid 
Judge of a Woman," ‘‘ The Boler House 
Mystery," ‘‘The Lady of the Club," and 
“For the Prosecution," are exceptionally 
excellent. It must appear remarkable to 
those accustomed to look. on the church as 
the conservator of moral strength and im- 
pulse that to-day so many of the most earnest, 
able, and effectiv reformers are found in the 
ranks of Liberalism. There is Miss Gardener 
doing such splendid work in the way of 
making men think, while she unmasks the 
great wrongs of the hour. There is Colonel 
Ingersoll who has recently given us the 
noblest plea for justice and humanity in the 
treatment of criminals which has been made 
in modern times. Edgar Fawcett's ‘‘The 
Evil that Men Do," though denounced by 
those who do not like their infamy unmasked, 
and those who believe that the ostrich is the 
wisest of creatures as evinced by its burying 
its head in the sand when danger approaches, 
is nevertheless à work which is bound to do 
incalculable good in awakening public senti- 
ment,and as a warning to girls who know 
nof the frightful temptations that will beset 
them in our great cities. Prof. Jos. Rodes 


Hinman Abel, that took a prize from the 
American Public Health Association. It is 
now published in & cloth.bound volume of 
190 pages. Price, 50 cents. 

A neat cloth-bound volume of 74 pages em- 
bodies a mystical rhapsody in verse entitled, 
“ The Finding of the Gnosis—An Interior- 
lifs Drama wherein is brought to Light the 
Inmost Secret of all Veritable Religion, the 
Mystery of Divine Self." 'The Occult Pub- 
lishing Co., of Boston, publish it at 50 cents. 

“ A Refutation of the Single Tax and Pun- 
gent Criticism of ‘Progress and Poverty.’ ? 
This pamphlet of 82 pages, whose nature is 
sufficiently expressed by its title, is written 
by Alfred G. Yewen and published by the 
International Publishing Company, Sydney, 
Aus. Price, 20 cents. 

The publishers of the Theosophist, Mad- 
ras, India, also issue works on ** Theosophy, 
religion, magic, sorcery, phantoms, Spiritual- 
ism, thought-reading, psychometry, astrol- 
ogy, palmistry, hygiene, etc.” Two tracts 
on matters of the forementioned remarkable 
nature hav been forwarded us. Their titles 
are ‘‘Kosmic Mind" and ‘‘Sorcery in 
Science.” 

“ Sanitary Entombment, the Ideal Dispo- 
sition of the Dead,” is a pamphlet by Rev. 
Charles R. Treat, rector of the Church of the 
Archangel, New York. He advocates the 
erection of a vast edifice in which the bodies 
of the dead shall be interred under the action | 
of a process of aeration that obviates the 
objectionable consequences of present meth- 
ods of burial. 


Axel Lundberg, the Swedish Freethought 
lecturer of the West, sends us a lecture, ‘Om 
Djefvulen, Helvetet, den Eviga Férdém- 
melse Yttersta Domen," in which he in vig- 
orous language lets the Christian into the 
origin of the devil, eternal punishment, and 
doomsday, and uses the occasion to point: 
out the inhuman and cruel character of these . 
conceptions. The pages are 32; the price is! 
10 cents. 


Any of our readers who are interested in, 
the question whether the conception of. 
Christ’s character and the materials of Chris- 
tianity were derived from the character of 
the Indian Christna and the religion of 
Christnaism, are recommended to a work by 
John M. Robertson as an excellent one on 
the subject. The title is “Christ and j 
Crishna,” and it is issued by the Freethought : 
Publishing Co., of London, Eng., at $1. 


** Catechism on the Science of a Universal 
Religion; or, What We Can and Must Do, in 
C: óperation, to Secure a True Religion and! 
Universal Happiness.” Such is the title of a 
book of 118 pages by Gabriel Z. Wacht, San 
Francisco, Cal. The doctrins of the first | 
part of the work are in regard to such deep; 
matters as the creation of the world, eternity, 
matter and spirit, etc. The propositions 
next broached are that men should unite in 
societies codperativ first in interchange of 
knowledge and apprisal of wants, and second , 
in industry. 

It will interest any of our readers who 
travel and collect books containing informa- 
tion about foreign countries, to learn that the 
Association of Commerce and Industry has 
published a profusely illustrated guide of 
Geneva, Switzerland, which contains,a map 
of that city and a large amount of informa. 
tion relativ to the same, and the Swiss in- 
dustries and educational institutions, histor. 
ical notes, etc. The book will be sent free of 
charge upon application to the New World 
Travel Company, tourist and excursion 
agents, 821 Broadway, New York. 

“ Live Questions ” is a sensible book writ- 
ten by John P. Altgeld, and published by 
Donohue & Henneberry, Chicago. The ‘‘ live 
questions" treated are ‘‘ Protection of non- 
combatants, or compulsory arbitration of 
strikes. — Pensions for soldiers. —The adminis- 
tration of justice in Chicago; unanimous 
juries.—The abolition of constables.—Justices 
and their fee systems.—Protecting the ballot- 
box; Australian plan.—Is the world worse? 
—Divorces.—Moral training.— The rich man’s 


bread and the poor; Cardinal Manning.— 
Slave girls of Chicago, legislation for.—An- 


„an appeal to the Freethought societies of the 


| Woman in the human family. 


onymous journalism and its effects.—The 
immigrants answer.—The eight.hour move- 
ment.— Our penal machinery and iis victims." 


** Er Biblen Guds Ord?” In this book of 
180 pages the author, N. S. Johnson, subjects 
the Bible to a critical examination. He 
points out its immoralities, absurdities, and 
self-contradictions; givs his readers a sketch 
of the lives of other saviors, and concludes 
by giving copious citations from pagan 
philosophers; thus showing that a high 
status of morality can easily be conceived 
and practiced even if one does not know the 
Bible. The book we recommend as a good 
Freethought ABC to hand to new Danish 
arrivals who yet hav found no answer to 
the author's question, **Is the Bible the Word 
of God?” The price, we suppose, is 75 cents. 
Published by the author at Sioux Falls, Dak. 


The August number of the Avena exhibits 
the characteristic boldness and fearlessness 
that has made the review so popular in the 
short space of nine months. Absolute 
freedom in the discussion of all great prob- 
lems is novel in magazine literature, yet this 
has been s characteristic of the Arena. The 
present issue contains an interesting paper 
from Prof. N. S. Shaler, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, on ‘The Economic Future of the New 
South,” in which the scientist notices at 
length the wonderful resources of the South, 
her natural advantages in soil, climate, and 
great mineral resources. ‘Our Foreign 
Immigration; its Social Aspects," is the sub- 
ject of an essay by a thinker who chooses to 
veil his identity under a nom de plume. In 
this paper are found some startling facts 
which appeal to all thinking men and women. 
* Hypnotism and its Relation to Jurispru- 
dence," by Emily Kempin, LL.D., is worthy 
the attention of all readers who are interested 
in this marvelous psychological problem, 
which is now engrossing the attention of 
leading scientists on both sides of the 
Atlantic. This paper treats of the strange 
power; how people are hypnotized; the 
value of this agent in medical and surgical 
practice; the significance of the discovery 
from a judicial point of view. Marion Har- 
land treats of the ‘‘ Domestic Infelicity of 
Literary Women." The * No-Name " paper 
this month is, bright. It is one of the 
peculiar methods of the Avena that it 
shows up the evils of the hour ina telling 
manner. ‘‘The Coming Cataclysm of 
America and Europe,” by Prof. J. Rodes 
Buchanan, is a startling article. 


**The Bible and Evolution,” by our old 
contributor, Arthur B. Moss, is thus charac- 
terized : 

The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone says: 
*Ithank you for your courtesy, and you 
may rely upon me to carefully examin the 
work you hav been good enough to send.” 

Charles Bradlaugh, M.P., says: '' The 
author has long won his spurs as a Free- 
thought lecturer. One of his best-sustained 
literary efforts.” 

The Freethinker says: ‘‘ We heartily rec- 
ommend it as an excellent text-book of the 
subject. The reader is carried along ou an 
easy-flowing stream of science, history, 
ethics, and common sense.” 

Watts's Literary Guidesays: ' In a shrewd, 
practical, common-sense way, Mr. Moss 
exposes the weakness of biblical science and 
morality.” s 

Charles Watts says: ‘‘It bears marks of 
deep thought and extensiv research, and is 
written in a popular and dignifled style." 

Agnosco, in Secular Thought, says: “ Mr. 
Arthur B. Moss is well known to be one of 
the leading men in the English Freethought 
party. hatever he writes is well worth 
careful perusal. His latest production is no 
exception to the rule, for it deals with its 
subject in a masterly and fair-minded way.” 

The Agnostic Journal says: *'Mr. Moss 
has produced if not a brilliant or epoch- 
making work, at least a plain, solid, sensible 
effort for the enlightenment and instruction 
of those yet lingering in the shadows of the 
temples destitute of all sacredness, and from 
which the light of inspiration has faded.” 

The price of the volume is $1. 

‘t Appel aux Libres-Penseurs pour la foun- 
dation d’un comité d’Etudes Morales,” by 
Jean-Paul Cée. This pamphlet, which num- 
bers 35 pages, Contains, as the title indicates, 


civilized world, each to appoint a committee 
for the purpose of forming a system of ethics 
which can be easily understood by young as 
well as old. The proposal contained in this 
sen Oat was laid before the late Universal 

reethought Congress, and received with 
unanimous favor. To the pamphlet, which 
contains the opinions of eminent Free- 
thinkers, French as well as foreign, the pres- 
ident of the French Freethought Federation, 
J. B. Schacre, has furnished an excellent 
introduction. 

By the same author there has been pub- 
lished ** Avant-project d'un Code des Lois 
Morales," a work of 185pages. In this larger 
work, ‘‘ Advance-Project of a Code of Moral 
Laws,” Mr. Jean Paul Cée givs a sketch of 
his system. He tells us first what man is 
and what the destiny of humanity. After 
thus forming his basis he proceeds in a very 
attractiv and sensible way to tell what in his 
opinion should be taught the child, the 
youth, and the person of mature years. He 
tells us what is the dutv and domain of 
For the ideas 
pervading his plan we direct our readers’ at- 


| 


tention to the translated preface by Mr. 
Schacre, and it is our intention in a separate 
article, which will appear later, to examin the 
subject somewhat ourselvs. The simul. 
taneous proposals and attempts by Liberals 
in different countries to formulate asystem 
of morals for practical teaching indicate the 
deeply felt need. Hence every proposal ought 
carefully to be examined, that we may elicit 
the truly best one, and thus not alone hav an 
answer to the Christian query, * What do 
you Infidels giv us in place of the moral 
teachings contained in the Bible ?” but, what 
is far more important, hav a competent 
moral guide for the converted as well as for 
our children. 

* Die Darwin'she Theorie von der Entste- 
hung und Umwandlung der Lebewelt," by 
Prof. D. Ludwig Büchner. In this book 
Professer Büchner applies the theory of Dar- 
win to man, and views it inregard to prog. 
ress, and in regard to its relationship to Ma- 
terialistic philosophy. This work, which must 
be classed with the same author's ** Man and his 
Place in Nature," appears in the form of six 
popular lectures. The latest results of scien- 
tific research are brought to bear upon the sub- 
ject under discussion. We direct our readers’ 
attention to the fourth lecture especially, in 
which the professor views the theory of Dar- 
win in its relation to Materialistic philosophy, 
and givs a short history of thelatter. Mate- 
rialism is generally confounded with sensual- 
ism, with ‘‘Enjoy thyself, perchance: to. 
morrow you may be dead,” and yet no greater 
mistake could be made; for the future great- 
ness of mankind is to be brought about 
through the application of the principles of 
Materialistic science to the realization of the 
dreams of idealism. The price of the book, 
the fifth edition of which we hav here noticed, 
is $2.50. 

By the same author there has been written 
a short pamphlet, ‘ Zwei Gehrinte Freiden- 
ker.” These two crowned Freethinkers are 
Frederick the Great (1740-1786) and the 
Indian emperor Akbar (1556-1605). The 
author views his two heroes in their capaci- 
ties as regents, generals, and philosophers, 
paying particular attention to the latter. It 
cannot be said that the work contains 
anything new to the historical student, yet we 
cannot consider the professor’s work to hav 
been entirely in vain, for from a perusal of 
this pamphlet the reader will not alone 
receive a good idea of these two great men, 
but likewise accumulate a store of facts 
which might be used with profit when a 
Christian brags of eminent men said to hav 
belonged to the church; for a greater ruler 
and a better man than the pagan Akbar we 
shall not easily find—the only one we know 
of is the pagan Marcus Aurelius. The book, 
which contains several passages from the 
writings and letters of Frederick II., numbers 
110 pages, and can be had for 75 cents. 


A New Book by Helen H, Gardener. 
‘A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. . 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of cur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell's Fate. 
My:-Patient/s Story. 
Price, paper: 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagniflcent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 
ion. 


By Rion. B. WestBR00k, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. . Address Taz TRUTH BEEKER 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduot on the Babbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor. broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
fake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. . 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cente. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
Price, 25 Cents. 
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Truth Seeker Traots. 


NoTE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever yon can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 


On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two |: 


dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ............ e. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not à Moral X. Y.Z...... 
89 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
41 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. B. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood.............. ee. 
62 The Jews and their God.................. 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Eindure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. Jolin Syphers................ 
14 Daniel in the Lion's Den.  Bennett.......... 
%5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett............ 
77 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ...... 
91 Our Ideasof God. B.F.Underwood......... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper............ 
96 Ichabod’ Crane Papers......................... 10 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 2 
98 Snakes, Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 2 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... 5 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 2 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... F 
110 Invocation to the Universe. g Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 1 
112 SensibleSermon. Hev.M.J.Savage......... 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett... eee 2 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 1 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 2 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 3 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.................. 8 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell.................. 10 
^b ^. 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and *'Ob- 
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824 Sinful Saints. Bennett... .. 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann........... 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
pon —€———— 
130 Tha* Ethics of Religion.  Clifford.......... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists..............-e-- 
137 Christian Love. C. L, James............... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper......... 
140 Astro-Theology .............. 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher............ 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho, Eli Perlans............... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Ago of Shams.....cccccosssstcrerscescsenscoees 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will Yon Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman. ...cocccccscscccrcecessenscenss end 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H..... ive 
162 A Remarkable Book.  Douglas............ 
163 Liberty and Morality,  Conway............ 
455 Co-operation Society's Redeemer............ 
266 Freo Speech & Free Press. Shelloy.......... 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions........... ee cesse eene 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett..c..ssccccccccceee ms | 
164 Bible Impeached, Chapman................ 


bo Wwe 


ly Y SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
' Y Hereditary Transmission, Prof Els. 


burg, M.D.....ccccccsccsseee rere etre ent nnn 
9 Evolution; Homogertsous to Heteroge- 
NEOUS.  Underwood............... eee 
4 Literature of the Insane, Marvin.........« 
& Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Inc —— IO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D.............e D 
is Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Bymposium.........cccecccreesseree 10 


«WI See note at head of column. 
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THE TRUTH -SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, : 


NEW YORE CITY. x 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. i E 0. P. SOMERBY, BusixEsS MANAGER. ' 


DURING TEE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTE SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. l 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world a8 advocates of Liberty: 

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. HELEN H. GARDENER. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. L. K. WASHBURN. 
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And many others, 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
Such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 7 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S ‘Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Eeclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms ealeulated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subseription) and let the world know of them. 'THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation .of the United States Constitution, so far a8 regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


? Send $3 for a Years Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. , 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DawreL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. $ 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. JoHN W. CHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAB' AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 OENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it inMan.—T. B. Wakeman. 
beautiful pamphlet of 36 Pages, It is a very 
ren paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
e. 


ANTI PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which the point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "t0 the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
anoe butin the principles of self-goversment.— 


Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS Q. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

t. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
Of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

T. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. OoPx. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosEegT G. EOOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 


10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
AMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dn. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 


12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. 
PABSHALL. 

18, EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. GHADWICK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BrABR 
Horr NICHOLS. 

15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. By Mmor J. 

AVAGE, 


Address THFi TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Iuafayetie Place, New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 
' Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
3x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 

tor 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young | 
irls and a younger brother who were 


SPECIAL SALE 
or 
pany with Mee money Fair education, Ad auch | WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


oOabe. 


SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - % Cents. 
WP This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. d 
_THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R., G. INGERSOLL- 


By Newson C. 


peer to make their way through the world by | 
oing to Chicago. The authoris algo the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in thegity of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is Da such a story’ 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger-. 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires: 
and appréciates is sure to be worth the attention: 

of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEERER. ` 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY BAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address TuE TRUTH NEEKER OOMPANY. 


Good American Nickel Ste.m-winders, $2.50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine ease, 7 jewels, $7.50; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 Jewels, $9; 15 Jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $4.50; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jow. 
els, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin silver, $23.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
] $25. Brest open-face filled screw esse, $27; hinged, 
$30: hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
4 $18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 


J] gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
] mentations up to $100 extra. 
An elegant 8'stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornamen 
AND ] brilliants, $200, worth $200; one do., ! 
TWELVE OTHER Discourszs or Hmasow, | sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
: À jog: same proportionate discounts. All bought 
Extra oloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. be late edvanoe. 

Address THE TRUTH BEEKEBROG, | 


THE SAFEST CREED, ae sewrsurs sss 
9 land pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. mo, Ping, rings, drove, studs, from $300 down 
OTTO WIHTTSTEIN,. Rochelle, IH, 


How suns and worlds come into being. By | H 


rages Rasen good 
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Liberal Gleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening; at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th gtreot. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The Public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 

Liberal Leagne Hall; 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 

st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 

religious and social questions. 
verybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets evory Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar, 

Wood 8t8.. at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


Seats free and 


Chicage Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


a EARN S CINE ANE. 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 


cultivation arə invited. Manius HEIGHTON, Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7 :30P.m., &t 412 Nicollet 
aveo. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F-Macompen,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz UTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Smits, Oor. Bec. 


em E a Or Or ROOS | 
The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm: 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


ee ee ee 
Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lectur: 
by debates. The public cordially potare Followed 


e I t ein didi gus foe rc NUN 
Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Xa., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
ball at 2:30 Pm. All Liberals are i in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. bando 


So cA vini MM M D RN 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
: Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Sauare 
all, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi. 
tation is extended to ali. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union © 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Blook R corner 7th and Loonet Streets. 
ri ollowe y discussion. i 
abroad heartily welcome. nende tont 
FRANELIN STEINER, Pros. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad.. Corres- 

mdence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 

ILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal iterature distrib- 
uted free. Franr MonsE, Oor. Sec. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Sole Factors and Heact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, =- . 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy. 
siciau, and the most suv- 
oessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Seud 10 cts. for his “Pri- 
vate Couuselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, sutferiug from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
L as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth sn 
External Application.—a. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
ue hands of **ose afflict 
ed. 


d AN 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
$ners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prefes- 


siou, and it is safe to trust him," — The National View. 


Address, P 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


VINELAND, N.J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking wiat 
we know about Dr. Feliows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman ol. 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
work. Second that he íulfills all has agree- 
ments to the letter. Third, that he has performed 
cures of hopeless cages that in the olden time his 
skill would bave been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man anda 


stanch Liberal.—TAe Better Way, 
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go of the Week. 


A &erRIKE on the New York Central railroad 
ie vexing passengers and delaying freight. 


In Algeria two thousand French soldiers 
aided by twelve thousand nativs are com- 
bating a grasshopper plague. 


AT the Tenth International Medical Con. 
grees opened at Berlin on the 4'h there were 
5,000 physicians, of whom 500 were from 
America. 


On the night of the 9th a meeting of the 
Young People's Literary Society of the Grand 
avenue Methodist church, Kansas City, broke 
up in a free fight. 


Rev. W. H. Boons, a colored preacher of 
Gordon county, Ga., put rat poison in the 
food of a family of ten, to get possession of 
their crops. Three are dead. 


On the 34 a storm dilapidated Sioux Falls, 
S. D. The cathedral just built by Mrs. John 
Jacob Astor, of New York, presented a sorry 
spectacle when the lightning had finished 
with it. 


A WzergegN G. A. R. encampment has 
reached the extreme of pension demanding 
by this request: ‘We now demand a per 
diem service pension for every man in the 
service pure and simple.” 


Ar the International Peace Congress there 
was submitted this statement of how each 
pound of England’s public expenditure dur- 
ing the century has been applied: On war 
and preparation for wav, 16s. 834.; on all ex- 
penses of civil government, 33. 83d. 


Tux official rough count shows the popu- 
lation of Chicago to be 1,008,576 This is an 
increase during the decade of 595,898, or 
118 82 per cent. Chicago has a population 
of about 53,682 in excess of Philadelphia, and 
js, therefore, the second city in population in 
the United States. 


Ar Pittston, Pa., Father Warnigaris, who 
suffered removal from St. Mary's church in 
the late quarrels, is suing for recompense for 
robbery of wine, clothes, and cash which he 
alleges were stolen when the St. Joseph So- 
ciety forcibly took possession of the parsonage 
and held it against all comers. 


Tuzne is a strike in Wales of 170,000 rail- 
road men and miners. The mails are being 
dispatched along the high roads in carts, 
which go under the protection of a special 
and strong guard. The railway lines are 
dotted all along with groups of men who are 
determined to resist and put a stop to all 
traffic should any be attempted. 


San Satvapor has beat Guatemala in six 
engagenents. The latter, it is said, provoked 
the war with the design to take possession of 
Salvador, and then extend her despotic sway 
over Central America.  Nicaraugua, Costa 
Rica, and Salvador were aiming to model 
their republics after the United States, and 
dislike Guatemalan despotism. 


Two judges hav taken up their stand in 
Perry county, Ky., under the protection of 
troops, and opened court to administer jus- 
: tice. The neighborhood has had countless 
murders in the last few years, and -been con- 
vulsed by feuds. No court has been held for 
two years, the last judge being shot and 
driven away. One of the present judges was 
shot at on the 9th. ` 


Two colored churches in Toronto, Can., 
the African Episcopal Methodist church of 
the United States and the British Methodist 
Episcopal church of Canada, are struggling 
over the possession of a chureh building. 
One party arrives early and bars and bolts the 
doors and windows, when the other party 
arrives and, smashing 'them in, enters and 
joins in the services. 


Jupes Extiorr of the Indiana supreme 


court, an eminent Republican, at a late Bar 
Association meetin 
States Supreme 


ourt ‘‘has carried the 


doctrin of central power to the utmost verge 
of safety. The decision of the Court in the 


original package case,” he said, ‘‘ is a strong, 


and with profound deference I suggest, a 


dangerous assertion of central power.” < 


(Taux society and the members of the con- 
gregation of the Italian :church of Our Lady. 
of Mt. Carmel, Williamsburgh, N. Y., cele- 
brated the feast of Our Lady of Snow on the 
5th with a parade in the afternoon and a dis- 
play of fireworks in the evening. As the 
processionists: were passing along North 
Sixth street they get upon a number of truck- 
men who interrupted the procession by driv- 
ing through Havemeyer street. The police 
interfered to stop the fight, and were them- 
Policeman John Cronin was 
struck down with a cobblestone and Police- 


gelys assaulted, 


man McConegby was struck on the head. 


When the reserve of police arrived they fell 
upon the fighters, and after a short struggle 


arrested the ringleaders. In the evening, 


- Police Captain Short and a platoon of men 
It passed 
off quietly. The feast celebrated is in com- 
memoration of the Virgin, who, it is said, ap- 
peared as a figure of snow in a province near 
Naples to confound those who were preaching 


attended the display of fireworks. 


against her and the savior. 


said that the United 


Gems of Thanght. 


Twenty doctors expound one text twenty 
ways, as children make descant upon plain 


song.— Tyndale. 
Onr has said and insisted that such a pas- 


sage meant such a thing ; another that it meant 
directly the contrary; &nd a third, that it 
means neither one nor the other, but some- 


thing different from both; and this they call 
understanding the Bible.— Pane. 


Here is an incomprehensible question 
which, for more than sixteen hundred years, 
has furnished exercise for curiosity, for so- 
phistic subtlety, for animosity, for the spirit 
of cabal, for the fury of dominion, for the 
rage of persecution, for blind and sanguinary 
fanaticism, for barbarous credulity, and 
which has produced more horrors than the 
ambition of princes, which ambition has 
occasioned not afew. Is Jesus the Word? 
If he be the Word, did ke emanate from God 
in time or before time? If he emanated from 
God is he co-eternal and con-substantial with 
him, or is he of a similar substance? Is he 
distinct from him or is he not? Is he made 
or begotten? Can he beget in his turn? 
Has he paternity, or productiv virtue with. 
out paternity ? Is the Holy Ghost made? or 
begotten ? or produced? or proceeding from 
the father? or proceeding from the son? or 
proceeding from both? Can he beget? can 
he produce ? is his hypostasis con-substantial 
with the hypostasis of the father and the 
son? and how is it that, having the same 
nature—the same eseence ag the father and 
the son, he cannot do the same things done 
by these persons who are himself ?— Voltaire. 


To show you what great subjects occupied 
the attention of Calvia, it is only necessary to 
state that he furiously discussed the question 
as to whether the sacramental bread should 
be leavened or unleavened.—Ingersoll. 


FonrrTUDE is the guard and supporter of 
the other virtues.— Locke. 


Onzy a sweet and virtuous soul, 
Like seasoned timber, never givs. 
— Herbert. 


SLerr even should be taken in obedience to 
our will. He who allows himself to go to 
sleep when he does not want to, has not ade- 
quate control of himself; and if he were a 
sentinel he would be shot for unfaithfulness. 
There should be no accidental rest any more 
than accidental labor. We ought not to quit 
work without our own permission, but learn 
to get our consent to alltime given to idle- 
ness, a8 well astolabor. . . . Weshould 
Jearn, when we know what we want to do, to 
will todo it. Volition should be trained to 
follow quick on judgment. To see our duty 
should be to do it.—Bterbower. 


Tis in ourselvs that we are thus, or thus. 
Our bodies sre our gardens; to the which, 
our wills are gardeners; so that if we will 
plant nettles, or sow lettuce; set hyssop, and 
weed up thyme; supply it with one gender 
of herbs, or distract it with many; either to 
hav it steril with idleness, or manured with 
industry; why, the power and corrigible 
authority of this lies in our wills. If the bal- 
ance of our lives had not one scale of reason 
to poise another of sensuality, the blood and 
baseness of our natures would conduct us to 
most preposterous conclusions: But we hav 
reason to cool our raging motions, our carnal 
stings, our unbitted lusts.—Shakspere. 


Tux heart has its reasons, of which judg- 
ment 80-called knows nothing.—Pascai. 


AT need the heart takes the place of the 
brain. The inspired, impassioned man pene- 
trates into things; perceives the cause by the 
shock which he feels from it; he embraces 
aggregates by the lucidity and velocity of his 
creativ imagination; he discovers the unity 
of a group by the unity of the emotion which 
he receives from it.— Taine. : 


VOLTAIRE had used the modern discoveries 
jn physics as one of the numerous weapons of 
attack and ridicule directed by him against 
the scriptures. He found that the most popu- 
lar systems of geology were accommodated 
to the sacred writings, and that much inge- 
nuity had been employed to make every fact 
coincide exactly. with the Mosaic account of 
the creatiun and deluge. It was, therefore, 
with no friendly feelings that be contemplated 
the cultivators of geology in general, regard- 
ing the science as one which had been suc. 
cessfully enlisted by theologians as an ally 
in their cause.—Lyell's Geology. | 


TowanD the close of the last century, in 
England, the opponents of geology on bibli- 
cal grounds seemed likely to sweep all before 
them. Cramping our sacred volume within 
the rules of an historical compend, they 


revelations of geology, which make the earth 
older than the six thousand years required 


Old Testament.--Prof. .A. D. White. 
From the day when the doctrin of Anti. 


gressiv industry waned.— Oswald. 
IMMEDIATELY after the epocha of time, as- 


an eclipse. 


countable palsy.— Taylor. 


10 Epidemic Delusions. : 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essay on Miracles. 
14 Land Question. 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 


- 1 Original Manna for * God's chosen."....... 


showed the terrible dangers arising from the 


by Archbishop Usher’s interpretation of the 


naturalism succeeded in superseding the 
lingering influence of pagan philosophy pro- 


cribed to the dawning of divine light, the 
human mind seems generally to hav suffered - 
The arts and sciences, intelli- 
gence and virtue, were smitten with an unac- | Send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 


What Would Follow 
THE 
Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 


Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
$8 Lafayette Place. New York. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, | 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent. Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., Sloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- 8., $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNEIT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place. N. Y. 


GODS AND RELICIONS 


F 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 
Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 885pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully a. 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo.957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rooco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 


Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEE OO. 


IRON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Underwood......... ee eee nne nnne 2D 
4 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. PF. Harrison... 16 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
Marvin... eo 10 


David Hume........... 10 
Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 


Charles Bradlaugh............ Š 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 6 
11 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 

of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 


PEPPPMIIIPIII 


19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 


Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake..........- 5 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 6 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 

on Civilization. Chas. Watts..........-. 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 
29 Is there & Moral Governor of the Uni- 


versa? Austin Holyoake....... PT 5 
'30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradiaugh........ 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... b 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 


43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
- Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
41 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 6 


MANNA SERIES. 


3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh b 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 


5 200 Questions Without Answers............. 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................... 10 

1 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
(p |  ———"————— b 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil........ Isseseas 5 
11 New Life Of Jacob....... eese esce ee sereno b 


12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake-10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H... 10 
16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 6 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 


$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $6. 


MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 


By Jonn Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. : 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutehinson. [Spir.] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.60. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 

which was begun and carried 
_on by him in Arabia. 
SaArE's edition. Price, 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By DAVID HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


$1.60. 


Man's Nature and Development. 


By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - - - = $1.60. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rop’r COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig: 
ious Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


| With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 


By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 
LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By Baron D'HorzaaCR. 
Price, - - - š 3 


$1. 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TucTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 
mortality of Its Elements, 


By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - x - 16 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 
Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. : 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owzx. 
Price, - - - - 


35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
Bx D. M. Benxerr. 
Price, - - - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, ANO WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W.S.BanLow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents, 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HurLBUT and WAKEMAN, 
Price, 19 cents, 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
EY nsiaughts on Ohristia: tye E 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


Bv C. B. REYNOLDS. . 
Price, 5 cents. 
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d:iofes and Clippings. 


Wuewn the Americans residing in St. Peters- 
burg asked permission to celebrate the Fourth 
of July the authorities peremptorily refused 
them the privilege. But the Frenchmen of 
that city and Moscow were allowed to cele- 
brate the establishment of the first republic 
of France on July 14th with great pomp and 
public demonstrations. 


Taz Loyal American of Chicago givs a. 


list of teachers in all the public schools of 
that city and the suburbs. In thirty-four 
schools of Chicago there are five hundred and 
eighty-eight teachers, three hundred and 
sixty-five of whom, or sixty-three per cent, 
are Roman Catholics. It has been repeatedly 
stated that the large majority of all the 
teachers in the public schools in all the large 
cities are Romanists. 


IN the government of Podol the peasants 
hav no scruples about selling their children. 
Instances of a very revolting nature are re- 
ported in a Moscow daily. One peasant sold 
his daughter, a girl of eight years, to travel- 
ing mendicants for the sum of six rubles; 
another one brought two girls to the town 
of Granova, where he fold the elder, a child 
of seven years, for five rubles, and the 
younger, three years old, for three rubles. 
Such instances hav occurred in many other 
towns of Christian Russia. 


Tue Patterson, N. J., Press has written to 
the authorities of one hundred and three of 
the principal cities of the United States for 
information as to the regulations governing 
the use of their public parks on Sunday. Re- 
plies were received from eighty-nine, and of 
these, New Orleans is the only city which 
makes no distinction between Sunday and 
other days of the week. Washington, D. C., 
and Richmond, Va., furnish no means 
of recreation and permit no amusements 
whatever in their parks on Sunday. 


“Tug National League for the Protection 
of American Institutions " givs the following 
88 the government appropriations to Indian 
schools: 1886— $228,259, of which Roman 
Catholics received $118,843, or 52 per cent. 
1887—$363.214, of which Roman Catholics 
received $194 686, or 62 per cent. 1888— 
$376,264, of which Roman Catholics received 
$221,169, or 68 per cent. 1889—$539,905, of 
which the Roman Catholics received $347,672, 
or 70 per cent. 1890— 501,950, of which the 
Roman Catholics received $850,957, or 70 per 
cent. E 


A ouriovs and interesting ‘feature of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art on free days, 
says the Sun, is the presence at noon of work- 
men in overalls, and bearing all the marks of 
recent toil. They evidently come from the 
scene of building operations hard by, and 
their presence shows how eagerly working- 
men would welcome the opening of the 
museums on Sundays. The Sunday closing, 
by the way, is more and more a farce, for 
there is a constant increase in the number of 
Sunday passes issued to artists and their 
friends. 


Ir must ever be remembered that the right 
to the mails is an essential factor in our 
freedom. If we hastily concede to the de- 
partment the power of censorship over one 
kind of publication why not over another? 
There was once a postmaster-general, we be- 
lieve, who refused to transmit abolition news- 
papers and documents. If we remember 
aright, he was sustained in this by the great 
authority of Jackson. How monstrous the 
suggestion appears now! And yet the aboli- 
tion newspaper was more pernicious in the 
honest eyes of Amos Kendall than the writ- 
ings of Count Tolstoi to the pure mind of 
Mr. Tyner.—LHerald. 


Ir has been estimated by an employee of 
the United States bureau of labor, that there 
are twenty-seven thousand married men in 
the city of New York who are supported by 


their wives, less than seven’ thousand of 
whom are in menial service. The modistes 
are in the majority. This includes dress- 
makers and milliners, many of whom own 
property, some being very wealthy and all 
well-to-do. The boarding-house-keepers 
rank next in number; the professional 
women—who embrace doctors, lawyers, 
dentists, aurists, writers, teachers, musicians, 
lecturers, designers, painters, and embroider- 
ers—come third. Then there are the shop- 
keepers, who, it is said, make the best pro- 
viders. 


sonable price. The sultan binds himself to 
accord special protection to such slaves and 
to all slaves freed under the decree or other- 
wise. Every slave is to hav the same rights 
as the Arabs to prosecute complaints and 
claims in courts of justice. 


M. M. Tromsi, ‘‘ Wheelbarrow” of the 
Open Court, exclaims: ‘‘How much the 
school of divinity in which a man has been 
educated controls his estimate of character! 
‘He was one of God’s own people,’ said a 
citizen of Chicago, in grateful tribute to the 
memory of Mr. Pat Sharkey, of New York, 
recently deceased, ‘He was one of God's 
own people,’ he remarked, with plaintiv 
Sorrow: ‘His place was a great resort for 
sporting men of all kinds. Sharkey backed 
all the rowing men, fighters, and athletes. 
He lost $2,700 on Kilrain in the Sullivan- 
Kilrain fight. Pat kept a saloon at the corner 
of Thirteenth street, and was one of the prom- 
inent men of Tammany.’ In addition to 
these merits it appears that Pat ‘‘ maintained 
two households,’ presided over by different 
women, each of whom now claims to be his 
widow. It is rather perplexing that although 
Pat was ‘one of God'8 own people,’ his body 
was denied burial in consecrated ground by 
the clergy of the church to which he be- 
longed ; and the reason for this is more per. 
plexing still. Pat was not refused burial in 
8 consecrated ground because he kept a 
resort for sporting men of all kinds, nor be- 
cause he backed all the fighters, nor because 
he was a member of Tammany, which in the 
opinion of some people ought to exclude a 
man from consecrated ground; nor because 
of his Mormon practices, but because he had 
belonged to the several orders Known as 
Freemasons, Knights of Pythias, and Elks. 
Although there may be some harmless non- 
sense in their ceremonials, these orders are 
provident and benevolent societies, to which 
any man may innocently belong. The theol- 
ogy of it all is wonderful.” 


Iz anyone doubts that Canada is a day or 
two behind the age let him read this dispatch 
from Ottawa: ‘‘ For two long years residents 
in the vicinity of 40 Prince street, Toronto, 
hav patiently stood scoldings and abuse from 
Mrs. fAnnie Pope, but patience has ceased 
to be a virtue, and she has been tried by the 
police magistrate and committed for trial at 
the assize court for being a common scold. 
The charge is Jaid against her under a very 
antiquated statute, which reads as follows: 
* For being a common and turbulent brawler 
and sower of discord among her quiet and 
honest neighbors, so that she has become a 
public nuisance to her neighborhood by her 
scolding, quarreling, inciting strifes, contro- 
versies, quarrels, and disputes among her 
majesty’s liege people, against the peace of 
our lady the queen, her crown, and dignity, 
the common nuisance of divers of her maj- 
esty’s liege subjects.’ Mrs. Pope was com. 
mitted for trial and her husband went bail. 
The punishment for the offense is the treat- 
ment of the ducking-stool.” 


Lasr spring, Senator Vance introduced in 
the Senate ‘‘a bill to release certain church 
property in the District of Columbia from 
taxation," which enacts, ** That all taxes and 
special assessments which may hav been 
heretofore charged against any church prop- 
erty in the District of Columbia, but remained 
unpaid, be canceled and released; provided, 
that at the time such tax or special assess- 
ment was levied, the property in question 
was used exclusivly for church purposes.” 
Thus, unquestioned, comments the American 

` Sentinel, would the United States govern- 
ï ment recognize the demand of the church for 
this modicum of indirect support from the 
state. As church property is untaxed, so all 
other property must submit to a heavier tax- 
ation in proportion, and therefore the taxes, 
which the church property would otherwise 
pay, are divided pro rata among all tax- 
payers, and consequently the entire taxable 
property is assessed with the church taxes. 
By this indirection the churchman obtains 
from the non-churchgoer just so much 
toward the aggrandizement of his church, 
and the more worldly, wealthy, covetous, and 
miserly the church organization is, just so 
much more involuntary support and aid it 
draws from those who are not in sympathy 
with its hoarding methods. 


Tue sultan of Zanzibar has decreed that 
there shall be no more slavery throughout his 
dominions. The decree, which has been pla- 
carded under the sultan’s seal in Arabic and 
English, provides in detail that the exchange, 
sale, or purchase of slaves, domestic or other- 
wise, is absolutely prohibited. Houses hith- 
erto kept for this purpose are forever closed. 
All slave-brokers exercising their occupation 
are liable to severe punishment and deporta- 
tion. Any Arab found trafficking in slaves 
will be liable to similar punishment. Any 
houses used in the future for such traffic will 
be forfeited. On the death of their present 
owners slaves shall, £pso facto, be free, unless 
the deceased leave lawful children, who may 
inherit them. Slaves cannot be willed away 
or sold after the death of their owner. Any 
Zanzibar subject marrying or married toa 
person under British jurisdiction is henceforth 
disabled from holding slaves. Al slaves of 
such persons sre now declared free. No freed 
slaves are in any circumstances to possess a 
slave. Every slave is to hav the absolute right 
henceforth to purchage his freedom at a rea- 


Torsror, says the Sun, is too much in 
earnest to degrade his purpose by uncleanly 
suggestions. He is coarse and brutal, but 
never obscene; for he believes that he holds 
some sort of a spiritual commission to reform 
the world by reducing it to barbarism and 
taking away the beauty and joy of existence. 
Such asceticism, however expressed, does 
not hav a dangerous fascination for men, as 
everybody knows. Their temptations do not 
lie in that direction, as its teaching is con- 
trary to nature, and a strong revolt against it 
is natural. Love will continue to be the mo- 
tiv for marriage, a8 it has been from the be- 
ginning, and marriage will remain honorable 
in the eyes of all men, whatever the morbid 
Russian pessimist may say after years hav 
quenched the fires of his heart. Yet, as 
Principal Donaldson showed some time since, 
the views of Tolstoi are very similar to those 
which were expounded by early Christian 
ascetics. The opposition to marriage was 
strong in the second and third centuries of 
the Christian era, and the invective against 
whatever tended to make the beauty of 
women more alluring were many and bitter. 
Virginity was exalted as the high and holy 
state, Tertullian teaching that wives were 
women of the second degree of modesty. 
t“ Natural grace,” he says elsewhere, in speak- 
ing of women, ‘‘ must be obliterated by con- 
cealment and negligence, as being dangerous 
to the glances of the beholder’s eyes.” Clem- 
ent of Alexandria declares that to a woman 
“tit brings shame to reflect of what nature 
she is.” As a result of such teachings, and so 
far as they were followed, domestic affec- 
tion passed away, and to them Principal 
Donaldson attributes ‘‘the prevalent hard- 
ness of heart” of the succeeding century. 
But human nature rebelled, as now it revolts 
against the assaults of Tolstoi’s morbid mind 
and diseased imagination. You might as 
well tell men to put out their eyes because to 
see the beauty of nature is a sin. 


AN urgent call for more missionaries comes 
to the Independent from mission stations of 


the American board in every part of heathen- 
dom. The universal appeal is for more men 
and more money. The same cry is sent forth 
by the missionaries of every Protestant de- 
nomination, and it is heard as often in Eng- 
land as in our own country. The late mis- 
sionary conference at Shanghai formally 
called upon the Protestant world to send one 
thousand recruits to China during the next 
five years. The independent exhorts the 
Congregationalists to double their contribu- 
tions for missionary purposes, declaring that 
“ the master’s business requires haste.” The 
Rev. Mr. Farnsworth, writing from a mission 
in western Turkey, reports that souls are 
** perishing for lack of a little of the Lord's 
money." The Churchman is trying to raise 
$1,000,000 for the Episcopal missions, home 
and foreign, and the Baptists, Methodists, 
and Presbyterians are appealing with un- 
wonted energy for more money for heathen 
evangelization. 1t is evident, says the Sun, 
that the purpose of this general movement 
is to rekindle the missionary enthusiasm, 
which the religious discussion of the period 
has undoubtedly had a tendency to cool. In 
the first place, Canon Taylor, of the Church 
of England, has shown that the heathen and 
Mohammedans of Asia and Africa are in- 
creasing at the annual rate of more than 
eleven million, while the number of nativ 
converts made by Protestant missionaries, at 
an expense in money of $10,000,000, is not 
more than sixty thousand a year. The pres- 
ent missionary methods seem to him a great 
practical failure, and he likens the situation 
to “the tortoise racing with a railway train; 
the longer the race continues the further the 
tortoise is left behind." But the drift of the- 
ological opinion during the recent years has 
exercised a more potent influence than these 
hard and cold statistics. Formerly the con- 
viction was universal among orthodox be- 
lievers that the heathen would be doomed to 
hell and everlasting torment if they were not 
converted to Christianity, and from the first 
that has been the great inspiring force in 
missionary enterprise. Now the sentiment is 
growing more and more prevalent that justice 
requires that the heathen should hav a chance 
for salvation by means of a second probation 
in the world to come. One of the prime ob- 
jects of the movement for the revision of the 
Westminster Confession is to get rid of the 
doctrin of heathen damnation. The Andover 
school of Congregationalists also stand out 
against a decree so terrible. Professor Briggs 
of the Union Theological Seminary thinks 
that the theory of à second probation has not 
received sufficient consideration. Young 
men offering themselvs as candidates for mis- 
sionary appointments are horrified at the 
teaching that heathen are passing into the 
torments of hell at the rate of many millions 
annually. A tendency toward Universalism 
appears throughout the Christian world. 
The love of God is the favorit theme, not the 
terrors of his justice. Modern sentiment, so 
tender and so sympathetic, recoils from the 
thought of everlasting suffering for anybody. 
Hence the main motiv for heathen evangel- 


ization is passing away. If the heathen are 
not to be damned because they are heathen, 
but are to be saved by angelic instruction in 
the life to come, pious people hav no longer 
the reason to sacrifice themselvs on their be- 
half which they had when they believed that 
the fires of hell were burning for the whole 
heathen world. Artificial methods to rekindle 
the missionary enthusiasm of the past may 
produce some temporary effect, but if the 
present drift toward second probation and 
Universalism continues, they will hav no last- 
ing power. How Cifferent was the case when 
these words of the Westminster Confession 
expressed the common orthodox belief: 
* Müch less can man, not professing the 
Christian religion, be saved in any other way 
whatsoever, be they never so diligent to 
frame their lives according to the light of nat- 
ure, and the law of that religion they do 
profess, and to assert and maintain that 
they may is very pernicious and to be de- 
tested.” 


! 
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. fluence of the Bible and C xristianity upon the world ? 


` hav a modified example of the former in Russia to- 


- is ascertained, classified facts or truths, was utterly 


Communications. 


Talmage Appealed to the Wrong Man. 

Rey. T. De Wirt Taiwack, D.D., Dear Sir: Your 
kind letter is received, and carefully read and con- 
sidered. You request me to procure four new sub- 
soribers for the Christian Herald, and with them, 
attend the dedication of your Tabernacle in Septem- 
ber. You will regret to learn that my views and 
convietions on theological and religious questions 
are so radically opposed to yours, that I cannot, in 
the present state of my development, consistently 
comply. Iam pleased to think, however, that per- 
haps this is my golden opportunity to get light; 
that your superior intellectual ability, vastiy greater 
opportunities, and more extensiv reading will enable 
you to clear up all the doubts and difficulties which 
separate me from your position and bring me back to 
the faith of my fathers. If you doso,I promis you 
twice four subscribers, and if your “ Ohristian Scien- 
tists ” will cure me of my lameness, and enable me tc 
walk, I will attend your “ Dadication,” and declare to 
the assembled multitude your wonderful achieve 
ments. : 

In western Pennsylyanis, where I was born, and 
spent nearly all my life, Scotch-Irish Calvinistio Pres- 
byterianism was the prevailivg religion. Usfortu. 
nately, I was, in very early life, so educated and drilled 
in the creed of thet religion, that I embraced ii 
with all its horrible doetrins. Bsfore reaching man 
hood, I had read the Bible carefully many times 
through, snd memoriz:d much of it, and nearly al! 
the catechism. The most honored books in my 
father’s library were, first about a dozen Bibles and 
hymn-books, Saott’s Commentary, and then such 
works as those of Edwards, Doddridge, Baxier, eto 
In my youth I had read ail the standard replies tc 
Paine—Leslie's ** E3sy Method with the Daiat,” eto., 
but no Infidel works, as they were not allowed in my 
father's library. Ia 1829, a “ Temperance Sosiety " 
was organized at New Bedford,on the total absti 
nence principle Its pledge I signed, and hav sa- 
eredly kept, so that 1 never drank a glass of any 
kind of intoxicating liquor in my life. This organi- 
zation was bitterly opposed and denounced by a large 
per centage of the Christian community as an unchris: 
tian, Infidel movement. They quoted the scriptures 
freely against it, showing that they sanctioned the 
use of intoxicants as a beverage—taught us to con 
gider wine as one of God's great blessings, and their 
deprivation as one of his special curses. They showed 
that Christ made wine, (and a good article at that), to 
be used by persons who had already “ well drunk,” 
and that he drank it himself whenever the occasion 
offered, until people took notice of it, and called him 
a “ winebibber." 

Next, we organized an antislavery society. This 
was denounced even more generally and mora bitterly 
by the Christian brethren than the former had been, 
our Presbyterian minister leading cff, and defending 
slavery from the Bible. In 1794 the Presbyterian 
church had verbally testified very strongly against 
slavery, declaring slaveholders to be ** man-stealers," 
* ginners of the first rank," “the highest kind of 
thieves,” and in 1818 she renewed her testimony in 
language almost as strong. Yet, strange to say, 
notwithstanding these just and terrible denunciations 
of slavery and slaveholders, these “ man-stealers ” 
were the leaders and most honored members and 
ministers of the church. The direct road to honor 
and preferment in that church was to defend slavery 
from the Bible. Its general assembly resolved that 
neither Christ nor his apostles had condemned 
slavery and they would not. The Methodist Epis- 
copal church made a similar record. Though its 
founder, Jobn Wesley, had declared slavery to be the 
“ exeorable sum of ali villainies,” the general confer. 
ence, in which were many slaveholders, in 1836, re- 
solved that they had no ‘right, wish, or intention” 
io interfere in behalf of the slave. And all the large 
churches pursued a similar course, and boldly jus- 
tified their pro-slavery action from the Bible. After 
much thought I came deliberately to the conclusion 
that a religious organization that boastingly fellow- 
shipped “ man-stealers,” and justified their infamous 
deeds, was not a church of Christ, but rather, what 
William Lloyd Garrison ssid it was, “a synagog of 
Satan” and a “ brotherhood of thieves,” and no fit 
association for a decent, honest man, so I left it. 
This conduct of the churches led me to a careful in- 
vestigation of the -question: What has been the in- 


According to Hallam and other reliable historians 
their influence, as exemplified in both the Greek and 
Latin churches, bas been most disastrous. We 


day and a much improved specimen of the latter in 
Spain. Under their infiuence, moral and intellectual 
darkness that might be felt settled down upon the 
Christian nations. Intelligence and virtue disap- 
peared ; ignorance, cruelty, lust, and treachery with 
unbridled sway ruled Christendom. Science, which 


ignored, and its advocates persecuted, imprisoned, 


tortured, and murdered. The geosentric theory, in- 
cludirg a flat earth, and oiher similar absurd 


‘hav heard them read also from Exodus xxi lo prove 


age of science and progress which has now dawned 
upon the world was retarded more than a thousand 
years by Ohristian ignorance, tyranny, and bigotry, 
backed by the Bible. It seems to me, in view of 
these facts, that; the irflaenee of the church and 
Bible on Ohristendom has been exceedingly unfort- 
unate. With this conviction, the argument in favor 
of inspiration drawn from the “ internal evidence,” 
seemed an entire failure. I then examined the 
external evidence with a similar result. According 
to the Rav. Wm. Brown, DD, in his work entitled 
“Jewish Antiquities,” a standard orthodox work: 
“The bocks of the Old Testament were first revised 
avd arranged by Ezra, Bo. 444, the other members 
of the Great Synagog osrried on the work, and 
Simon the Just completed ihe canon of the Old Tes. 
tament by adding 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Esther, and Malachi, of which 1 and 2 Ohron- 
icles, Ezra, and Either are supposed to hav been 
written by Ezra, and Nehemiah and Malachi by 
these whose names they bear.” We are indebted, 
indeed, for a completa, corrected, and revised 
edition of the Od Testsment, to Ezra, the 
Jewish Synagog, and a Jew called Simon. The 
authors of many of the books of the Bible are 
unknown, and few, if any, sre certainly known, but 
certain persons are supposed to hav written them. 
On the authority of Dr. Brown, a large number of 
Jews, most of whose names, even, we never heard, 
and of most of whose characters we know nothing, 
tinkered at the O'd Testament for 153 years, and at 
the elose one man, who seemed to hav great influ- 
ence, added six books on his own authority, some of 
which, by some learned Christian writers, are thought 
to bs apocryphal, and should not be in the canon. 
Now, I believe, no one claims that these Jews were 
inspired. Ohrist had a very poor opinion of the 
leaders of the synagog in his day, and yet, I sup- 
pose, they were quite as good as they had been four 
hundred years before. These men revised their 
scriptures juat as they saw fit, adding books and 
parts of books, and rejecting others, according to 
their whims aud educational prejudices, and it 
seems to me that to say that a book got up by 
a class of men noted in all those times for hypoc- 
risy and wickedaess, was inspired by God, thus 
making him responsible for all the mistakes, follies, 
and absurdities it might contain, would be to insult, 
rather than honor, God. Before I dare say a book 
is inspired, I must know that it is, else I may lie. 
But, how can I know, how can you or anyone know, 
that the authors of the Old Testament were con- 
troled by any other spirit than their own? Prof. 
Moses Stuart says that 1 S«m. xvii, 54, is manifestly 
a very unsküful interpolation, because it is an incor- 
rect historical statement—that is, a falsehood. Did 
God inspire alie? And if that verse is untrue, how 
do we know that the next verse is true and inspired, 
or, indeed, any part of the book? I hav, absolutely, 
no proof of it. Hav you? "Then I investigated 
the claims of the New Testament to inspiration and 
they seemed no better sustained than those of the 
O:d. Dr. Adam Olarke, in his commentary, says 
there are three incorrect historical statements in the 
ninth verse of the first chapter cf Matthew, which 
means three falsehoods, and according to Chronicles, 
the charge is true. Did God inspire those false- 
hoods? And if Matthew deliberately wrote three lies 
in one gospel, how are we to know that he did not 
write ten times as many more before he reached the 
end of it? 

If a person, narrating certain events to me, states 
a deliberate falsehood at the outset, he might just as 
well stop. I hav no more use for him or his state- 
ments, and, if I had any respect for God, or the truth, 
I would not say he was inspired. And when he told 
me an unreasonable story, I would unhesitatingly 
reject if as alie. If the xaother of Jesus, speaking 
of him, said, as Luke ii, 48, says she did, that Joseph 
was his father, I could believe it against the oath of 
ten thousand Matthews that he was a ghost. Yet, 
i this unreasonable and utterly unproved ghost 
story is false, the whole supernatural part of your 
“plan of salvation" falls like the house built on the 
sand. Peter told three deliberate lies, and then 
swore to them, and years afcerward, when Paul met 
him at Antioch (Gal. ii, 11), he “ withstood him tothe 
face, because he was to be blamed” (verse 13), “ and 
the other Jews dissembled likewise, with him 
[Peter], insomuch that Barnabas also was carried 
away with their dissimulation.” Here we find him lying 
again, and leading Barnabas (a brother minister) and 
a number of Christian Jews to lie with him, so that 
the apostle, and it would seem the whole Christian 
church at Antioch, stood before the public as a band 
of convicted liars, showing that the apostle's lying, 
as well as that of the early Christians, was not the 
result of sudden and powerful temptations, but an 
ingrained propensity. The Catholic church, that 
most unscrupulous liar, did a very appropriate thing 
when she selected Peter as her patron saint. Although 
Paul, on this occasion, administered a just and severe 
reproof to Peter, his own practice was scarcely bet- 
ter than his. Speaking of himeelf, he said, * Being 
crafty I caught you with guile,” and “ If the truth of 
God hath abounded through my lie unto his glory, 


Caris- 
tian nonsense, was suthoritativly established. The 
Christian authorities, with the Bible in one band and 
the fagot in the other, dared any man to speak in 
opposition to the established theory, on pain of tort- 
ure, death, and damnation. For bravely uttering 
thoughts they couid not but think, Vanim’s tongue 
was torn out, and he and Bruno burnt at the stake, 
and thousands of other good, truth.loving men and 
women were cruelly outreged for the same cffense. 
Kings, nobles, and church dignitaries rioted in wealth, 
luxury, and debauchery, while the masses toiled in 
ignorance, filth, penury, and rags. These facts sug- 
gested the question, Does a belief in the inspiration 
of the Bible tend to produce these unhappy results? 
There are many passages in the Bible, as there are 
in the secred books of the eastern nations generally, 
that denounce oppression, falsehood, lust, ete. So 
that those who wish to defend a pure and upright 
life from scripture texts can do so, but for them it is 
not necessary ; they would do right if there were no 
such texts. But unfortunately there is à much larger 
class who, like the slaveholders and Mormons, reek 
for texts of an opposit character, by which to de- 
fend their evil doings, acd the great misfortune is 
that they can find them in abundance. 

Fifty years ago it was common to hear ministers of 
the gospel read from Leviticus xxv what they called 
their divine commisrior—to buy, sell, and hold 
slaves, and transmit them to their children as a 
* possession" and “inheritance for ever" And I 


thai the slaveholder had a divine right to whip his 
slave to death without punishment, provided he .did 
not keep on beating unti he died “ under his hand,” 
but left off while he had suffiaient vitality lefs to liv 
twenty-four hours, and the reason given was, “ bs- 
cause he is his money,” and believing in the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures the rinc-tenths cf the proc- 
slavery community were satisfied that, slavery, with 
all its essential abominations, was a divine institu- 
tion. : 

I hav heard orthodox ministers defend in the pul. 
pit, from the Bible, agg:essiv war, with all ite neces- 
eary cruelties, They ri ferred to Joshua's wholesale 
slaughter of the Oanaarites, Moses's butchery of the 
Midianites, and David's brutal extermination of the 
Ammonites end eruel murder of prisoners of war— 
men, women, and ehildren—by putting them under 
saws and barrows of iron, and cutting them with 
axes, and roasting them in brick kilns! — According 
to God's command (please excuse me for either 
honoring; worshiping, cr believing in euch a God), I 
hav often heard intelligent Christians defend lying 
from the Bible. They said by divine direction the 
Israelites lied to obtain the jewels of the Egyptians. 
By God's direction Joshua deceived the men of Ai 
and took their city. They referred also to the con- 
temptible subterfuge be directed Samuel tc adopt to 
save his life when he went to anoint David, and to 
the command Gad gave his servant, to “go and be 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all Ahab’s prophets, so 
that Micaiah could say, ‘Now, therefere, behold the 
Lord hath put a lying epirit inthe mouth of all these 
thy prophets.’” These and many other similar pas- 
sages Satisfied every Christian liar that his practice 
was right. But, perhaps, the most wholesale sanc- 
tion of evil and evil-doers is found in the eleventh 
chapter cf Hebrews. Here men and women whom 
our laws would imprison or hang, and all decent 
people would shuu and loathe, are indorsed as God’s 
faithful friends (of whom the-world was not worthy), 
whose example we must follow if we would please 
God and inherit heaven. Among these are Abraham, 
with his sister, wife, and concubines, who banished 
his servant gir, whom he had seduced, with his ille- 
gitimate infant son, to perish in the wilderness; 
Rihab, the harlot; Jael, who treacherously mur- 
dered ber weary, sleeping, confiding guest, whom 
she had promised to protect ; Jephthah, who offered 
up as a burnt offering his innocent and only daugh- 
ter; David, with his multitudes of wives and concu- 
bines, his murderous robber raids, ete., ete. Such 
teaching tends to subvert all morality. What 
wonder that the Mormons are enthusiastic believers 
in, and defenders of, theinspiration of the Bible, and 
claim to be the only church that believes and prac. 
tices all its teachings? Deut. xiii, 6-10, justifies the 
murder of heretics. ‘Thou shalt not suffer a witch 
to liv,” not only established the foolish doctrin of 
witchcraft but made it the duty of Presbyterians in 
Scotland and elsewhere and Puritans in New Eng- 
land to murder them. 

During our Revolution, John Wesley and his 
Bible-believing, Tory friends, in the name of God, 
Peter, and Paul, denounced the damnation of hel) on 
Washington and his compeers, because they would 
resist and not honor and submit to King George 
ILI.. In short, the Bible has been quoted by its 
friends and authorized expounders, in defense of 
war, slavery, intemperance, polygamy, concubinage, 
lying, persecution, and nearly every immorality, as 
well as against the truths of astronomy, geology, 
and nearly every science that has engaged the minds 
of thinkers since the advent of Ohristianity. The! 
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why yet am I also judged as a sinner?” (Rom. iii, 7). | must be dehumanized and transformed into a being 


Paul givs a practical explanation of his meaning 
in these passages, in Acts xxi, where he and the 
“elders,” at Jerusalem, deliberately planned and 
executed a scheme for the avowed purpose of ds- 
ceiving the brethren (“the thousands that believe "), 
and making them believea lie with regard to the teach- 
ings of Paul, and an important doctrin of the Chris- 
tian faith. Now if the leading apostles and writers 
of the New Testament could deliberately tell lies and 
swear to them, and plot and act lies, to deceive the 
- brethren, might they not also write them for the 
same purpose? And how do we know that they did 
not? It would be acting in accord with their former 
practice. Is it strange that their successors—the 
Christian fathers of the first and succeeding cent- 
uries—should be liars on principle? So that 
Mosheim, the standard church historian, could truly 
write of them that they deamed it “an act of virtue 
to deceive and lie” to advance religion? That they 
“flooded the world with spurious books, filled with 
pious frauds and fabulous wonders, and in order to 
giv them weight forged to them the names of im- 
portant personages?” These lying fathers wrote 
hundreds of books—‘‘ Gospels, Epistles, Acts, and 
Revelations,’ so that, as Mosheim intimates, it be- 
came a matter of extreme difficulty to separate the 
true from the false. He says, concerning the time 
when and the persons by whom the books of the Now 
Testament were collected into one volume, there are 
various opinions, or rather conjectures, of the learned. 
Dr. Lardner says that the Testament canon was not 
avthoritativly settled until the seventh century, and 
when it was done it was by ignorant sud utterly un- 
reliable Oatholic councils. Professor Newman proves 
that our four gospels were not known to the early 
Christians until the latter part cf the second century, 
at which time they were probably written, and were 
first mentioned by Ireneus. Now, how can I know 
that books written by such men and in such an age 
are true? Even if we were certain that the originals 
had been perfect, they hay been copied and re- 
copied, translated and re-translated, by men who 
would change their truth into a lie as a religious 
duty, if they thought by so doing they could ad- 
vance their views of religion; and how can I know, 
how can you or anyone know, that they did not do 
so? Dr. Clarke and other eminent Christian writers 
tell us that they did so. For example, 1 John v, 7, 
* For three that bear record,” eto., was thus added 
to support the absurd pagan doctrin of -the trinity. 
According to orthodoxy, about eighteen hundred 
years ago God wanted a book written, one that would 
be absolutely true and reliable, and one that all must 
believe and accept as divine, or be damned to eternal 
fire. As the principal writers of this book, he em- 
ployed men who had proved themselvs capable of 
writing, speaking, and acting deliberate falsehoods, 
and then had them write it, not in good, honest He- 
brew—the language of the country where the events 
recorded were said to hav occurred—but in corrupt 
Greek, which Campbell calls “a barbarous idiom,” 
and Bishop Middleton says of it: “The scripture 
Greek is utterly rude and barbarous, and abounds 
with every fault that can deform a language,” and 
then left it to be copied, translated, and preserved 
for fifteen hundred years by the Catholie church— 
herself the most unscrupulous liar, forger, and per- 
verter of truth that ever cursed the earth or disgraced 
the human race. In view of which facts, even if 
there were no positiv testimony on the subject, it 
would still be ten thousand to one that it had been 
altered and perverted. Yet orthodoxy demands that 
we believe in its original and continuous absolute 
divine purity on pain of eternal damnation, all of 
which, to my mind, is the climax of unreasonable 
absurdity. Now I do not claim ivfallibility. I may 
be mistaken. All I seek is the truth. ' Convince me 
that I am in error, and I will thank you and act ac- 
cordingly. But do not threaten me with hell. I am 
too far on for that. Nor tell me that I hate the 
truth, for that would be false and do neither of us 
any good. Neither need you try to frighten me with 
the horrors of Infidel death-beds. I hav, myself, 
been down so near the gates of death that I did not 
expect to get back, but I was not in the least alarmed. 
I hav stood beside the death-bed of Infidels, but 
there were no horrors. All was peace. Aud why 
not? The Materialist, having spent his life in seek- 
ing after truth and trying to increase the sum of 
human happiness, calmly resigns himself, as he be- 
lieves, fo a peaceful, restful, dreamless, eternal sleep. 
The Spiritualist joins the loved ones who hav gone 
before, and under much more favorable circumstances 
commences anew with them a purer, higher, happier 
life. The most unhappy death-bed scene I ever wit- 
nessed was that of an honest, pious, Christian neigh- 
bor, who had serious doubts as to his own salvation, 
and believing as he did in an intensely hot, eternal 
hell, of course his situation was frightful and horri- 
ble. I can conceive of no system so well calculated 
io murder joy and happiness as the Christian system. 
You will agree that it banishes happiness pretty 
thoroughly out of hell, and before one can be happy 
in heaven, in full view of father, mothar, wife, and 
children, or friends roasting alive in eternal fire, he 


a compound of brute and fiend. W. W. WALKER. 
— 9 ___— 


Our London Letter. 


Certain pious men, members of the “ Lord’s Day 
Observance Society,” hav once more stood up on their 
hind legs and brayed. They strenuously object to 
the rational use and enjoyment of Sunday, and would 
hav everyone driven into conventicles to listen to 
inane vaporings, only enlivened by vivid illustrations 
of the future joy of the saints in witnessing the tor- 
tures of the unregenerate in the good old-fashioned 
hell of Calvin. Itisa very sore point with the elect 
that people will obstinately persist in risking the 
future welfare of their immortal souls by going to 
the public parks to enjoy fresh air and fairly. good 
instrumental music. It stands to reason that the 
ordinary individual will prefer lying on the grass in 
the cool of the evening, well in reach of the strains 
of a band, in preference to roasting two hours in a 
stuffy building listening to the drivel of a gospel 
grinder. All the same, it is rough on the soul-saver's 
business, for those who don’t patronize their shops 
don’t care about paying the shopkeepers, and so the 
latter are only fighting for their bread and butter, of 
which they would not get so good a supply in any 
other walk in life. The stock excuse of the Sabba- 
tarian party is, that their great objection to the secu- 
larization of the Sunday is the fear that eventually it 
will lead to a compulsory continuation of all work 
for seven days a week; this statement has induced 
a number to take this side of the question who 
would otherwise not do so, but in these days of 
workers’ combinations the tendency is toward less 
work and more pay, 80 there is very little fear of 
such fears being realized ; but, of course, this is only 
an excuse, and nothing more. They dare not giv the 
real reagon, or their objections to rational enjoyment 
would be swept away, together with themselvs, 
which would be a good thing for society generally, 
though not, perhaps, for them individually. 

Tne “Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge” hav issued a circular in reply to the 
charg? brought against them some time back by Mr. 
W. Besant. He accused them of the very worst kind 
of sweating, and instead of refuting the charge they 
simply plead that they hav a perfect right to make 
as much profit as they can. They admit making a 
considerable annual profit on their capital, but place 
against the statement that they distribute gratis £12,- 
000 worth of their publications annually. This vaiua- 
tion is their own, and no doubt far in excess of the 
truth. I hav seen many of their publications, though 
never one of any value; but taking cost of material 
and labor thatsum would represent a very respectable 
library. The committee rather pride themselvs on 
the fact that they can get the copyright of a book for 
a lesser amount than can publishers who don’t dis. 
tribute '* Ohristian knowledge,” and with such capa- 
bilities for driving a keen bargain they still appeal 
to the public to subscribe to the fund for the sup. 
port of the society. I wonder they should hav 
taken the trouble to notice the charge, as the people 
who subscribe so freely to this and kindred societies 
would never be convinced of their disreputable ac- 
tions. 

The bishop of Peterborough has lately distin- 
guished himself by introducing a bill to Parliament 
for the purpose of abolishing infant life assurance, 
or in the alternativ, causing the money to be paid 
by the insurance company direct to the undertaker. 
This father in God has shown a good specimen of 
the love bishops bear to th-ir flocks ; this particular 


one fully exemplifies the charity that thinketh no | 


evil, which all Christians possess so largely. His 
opinion is that all wealthy persons are model parents, 
all poor persons hold infanticide as a great moral 
necessity. His great scholarship and intellectuality 


never showed him that if all children insured, or the, the keys of the People's picture-house to-day. 


msejority of them, were disposed of as soon as the 
policy was effected, no insurance company could 
exist a month. The great dignitaries of the church 
are deep thinkers and powerful observers, so they 
say. J. D. 
——— tib 
Failure of Secularism. 


To rae Eprror or Tue Trurs Sxxzkznm, Sir: . 1. 
Did not the retreat of the Liberal army begin 
years ago when the Liberal congress permitted the 
church to frighten it away from its demand that the 
mails of the United States be absolutely free for 
the use of all citizens, leaving individual offenders 
responsible for their acts ? 

2. Supervision of the mails by the pious tools of 
the church ought to hav been condemned by Liberals 
everywhere. No Paul Prys of the church, or holy 
Pecksniffs, ought to hav been allowed to lay their 
hands on the mail service of the United States. ` 

8. Liberals, in congress assembled, should hav de- 
clared that, while the Christians’ standard of morals, 
the Bible, with all its vulgarity, and, as Noah Web- 
ster said, “ many words and phrases very offensiv to 
delicacy, and even to decency,” is circulated, no 
other book of equal impurity should be interdicted. 


4. The church, outwardly fair and pure as a 
whited sepulcher, but full of rottenness within, raised 


| the ery of “obscenity” against the once brave old 


League, and the League hauled down its flag and 
changed its name. But the church has stuck to its 
ancient habit of lying for Christ’s sake. It does not 


| matter what your name is, if you are not a Christian, 


it is a part of Christian duty to damn you in this 
world, as the Christian sincerely believes it is his 
God’s duty to damn you in the next. The Liberal 
League made an ostrich of itself, buried its head in 
the sands of obloquy. It had a far better character 


"than the church ever had, and purer members than 


are found in many fashionable religious societies to- 
day. 
Judge Westbrook and his co-laborers say there is 
needed “a more systematic advertising of the cause ;” 
“the tendency of the time is toward consolidation and 
cooperation.” “If Liberals are to hold their own 
against their opponents they must be welded together 
into one solid organization.”  * The peril to our re- 
ligious liberties presses fast upon us.” I believe 
every word of it. Unless Liberals heed these words 
of warning there will bein this country more than a 
peaceful clash of opinions. I am ready to join hands 
with the Union in any practical way. Twenty years 
ago I put my last dollar in the “Clergy a Source of 
Danger to the American Republic," now out of print. 
Every year is confirming the warnings of that book. 
The self-satisfied assurance of many Liberals then 
was, “Oh! there's no danger!" Some of the old sol- 
diers of the “ Liberal army,” as Brother Westbrook 
calls it, are no longer with us. Bennett is gohe. 
Seaver is gone. Denton is gone. The aged Chase 
is with us,and Pillsbury, and Hacker. But where is 
Francis E. Abbott, founder of the Liberal League! 
Where is Frothingham? Where is Fox? Where is 
Chainey? Some of them enlisted on the other side. 
And the black cloud of Christian rule is covering the 
American sky. 

Permit me to say to the officers, that their esti- ` 
mate, * Liberals outnumber the church party ten to 
one,” I think is a gross exaggeration, and a mischiev- 
ous one; for your quiet Liberals will be led to sleep 
on it. Who is afraid, if we outnumber the enemy ten 
times over? If the Liberals outnumber the church 
party ten to one, what are they doing? And where 
are they? By careful calculations made during 
thirty years’ lecture travels, and almost constant min- 
gling with Liberals and Christians, I find that the 
Christians pay dollars for the support of Christianity 
where Liberals pay cents to sustain lectures and pe- 
riodicals. In nearly every village there are three, 
four, five, and more churches. with a preacher for 
each church. If there are ten Liberals to one of the 
church, then we are driven to the conclusion that Lib- 
erals are the greatest moral cowards in the universe ; 
for, in many towns, you will find that one Christian 
can frighten ten Liberals into ignominious silence. 
I kav within the past year talked with some such Lib- 
erals, and they solemnly declared that it would not 
do for them to identify themselvs publicly with the 
Liberal movement—it would ruin their business! 
Thet is, one Christian would ruin ten Liberals ! 

Des Moines, Iowa. W. F. Jameson. 


A Relic of tiarbarism. 
From the Evening Sun. 

The trustees of the Meiropolitan museum probably do not 
realize that their course in keeping that institution closed to 
the public on Sundays is as distinctly a relic of barbarism as 
the practice of human slavery. It isarelic of a period 
when the human conscience was in a state of slavery to ec- 
clesiastice] tyranny. Dearly as they cherished political free- 
dom, the men who settled this country were fanatical and 
bigoted in their religious ideas. They were determined men, 
but gloomy and fierce. They were single-minded and 
narrow-minded. 'They scourged and burnt tbeir fellow- 
creatures for Conscience’s sake. Their social polity was an 
ecclesiastical polity. Their ministers were an earnest but a 
bitter lot. and ruled them with grim rigor. They invented a 
Puritan Sabbath, modeled upon that of the Jewish Phari- 
sees. The dead hands ^f the Mathers are they which turn 


The like is not now 10 be matched in Christendom. It is 
an anachronism. It is a bit out of the seventeenth century. 
It is a cinder from the witch fires. Itisa thong from the 
whip that flogged the Quakers. It is worse, for those per- 
formances were honest: this is not. Those were the acts of 
men who had the courage of their convictions. That was zeal : 
thisis hypocrisy. That stood for the law and the prophets: 
this for the scribe and the Pharisee. 

The trustees of the Metropolitan museum are not sacrific- 
ing to the.God of the sanctuary: they are sacrificing to its 
pews. They are not sacrificing their own substance, any 
way: they are sacrificing those from whom they withhold 
the spiritual bread whereof they are the trustees and almo- 
ners. In their faithfulness to themselvs they are faithless to 
their trust. They ought to be above making broad the 
phylacteries and posing where they can be seen of men in 
an attitude of prayer. ‘There is a certain dreadful doom they 
might take to heart and ponder: “ Forasmuch as ye did it 
not unto the least of these——” The phylacieries will 
not help when they come to giv account of a stewardship 
that is to be tried first of all by the test, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. It is not love, nor humanity, nor char- 
ity, nor any Christian grace that locks out the people from 
the old masters of form and color on the people's day of rest. 
For art in its last analysis is worship. 


—_——____o +o 
For some centuries before the introduction of 
Christianity, patriotism was in most countries the 
presiding moral principle, and religion occupied an 
entirely subordinate position.—Lechy. 
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Agnosticism; as the Religion of the Future. 

If I were asked the question: What are the pros- 
pects of Agnosticism at the present time? I would 
hav to answer that they are very poor, although I 
àm g very enthusiastic Agnostic, and firmly believe 
that it is destined to be the religion of the future. 
Agnosticism, in its true, broad conception, does not 
consist in a mere denial of the existence of 
God, as an anthropomorphic deity or a metem, 
pirical supreme being. This is merely one factor, or 
` rather a conclusion following out of premises having 
a much broader foundation. Agaosticism, in its 
broad, essentially progressiv sense, meang much more 
than that. It is synonymous, namely, with the 
reign of rationality, of pure reason, understood not 
according to Kant’s nonsensical doctrin of its twelve 
categories, but as a reason pure and clear of all kinds 
of prejudices and superstitions, and which would 
conform itself to no other laws but the laws of its 
own logic, which are identical with the laws of nat- 
ure. Iam aware that, at the present time, it is al- 
most impossible to finda mind fully answering these 
requirements, even amongst the leading Agnostics. 
There is nothing surprising in that, and it would be 
rather an unaccountable phenomenon if such a person 
could be found. Conceived in superstitions, we 
come into this world with potentialities inimical to 
sound reasoning. Education, our surroundings, and 
intercourse with our fellow-men, the majority of whom 
area personification of perverted logic, stifle as a mat- 
ter of course every tendency in us toward a manifesta- 
tion of independence in reasoning.. Therefore, it re- 
quires some very favorable natural propensities 
and unobtrusiv surroundings for a man to 
ba able to shake cff entirely the prejudices and 
superstitions which are arraying themeelvs against 
him on all sides. This is also partly the cause that 
Agnosticism is so slowly recognized, and that we 
find but few Agnostics yet. 

But, to get rid of religious prejudices of our days 
is far from constituting the whole of Agnosticism. 
Our political institutions are as much of a lie and 
swindle, as the religion is. Our economic conditions 
are such a flagrant violation of natural rights and 
justice, that they would hav long ago produced a 
subversion of such an order amongst bees, ants, and 
all those animals who hav socialistic tendencies im- 
planted in them by nature. Our sciences are tis- 
sues woven out of spurious threads, in which truth 
appears only sporadic, entangled into lies advanced 
' by unwarrantable ambitions and invented by servility, 

while its object is prostituted in every sentence for 
the sake of advancing personal interests of its profess- 
ors, who are nothing but contemptible traitors. In 
order to be a true Agnostic, a man must be not only 
an Agnostic in religion, but he ought to be jast as 
well an Agnostic in politics, an Agnostic in economic 
matters, and an Agnostic in scienca. 

The meaning of Agnosticism in regard to religious 
matters being so well established in our days, thanks 
to the efforts of such clear-headed men as R. Inger- 
soll, T. B. Wakeman, and others, it remains for me 
to explain what I mean by that term applied to the 

` other three spheres of human activity. 

To be an Agnostic in politics means, in the first 
place, not to hav any patriotism. It is the 
appeal to this absurd notion that was used by polit- 
ical rulers and sharks whenever they wanted other 
people to pull the chestnuts for them out of the fire. 
It was this cry also that prompted the South to fight 
for the conservation of their chattel rights in the 
negroes’ flash, and which armed the Northern states 
for the abolition of slavery. History, however, not- 
withstanding the recency of the last war, has had time 
enough to disclose alraady that there was no more 
patriotism involved in this case than there could be 
discovered of a religious spirit in the Crusades. 
From immemorial time this word was invented by 
greedy oppressors in order to cover up and justify 
the slaughtering of human beings by each other, a 
phenomenon unobserved yet among the most rapa- 
cious animals. Not “ Ubi bene, ubi patria,” but 
** Ubi bene, ibi patria,” should be the motto of every 
Agnostic. In the second place, to be a true Agnos- 
tic in politics means to hav no afüliation with any 
political party, for every existing form of govern- 
ment, whether monarchical or republican, is nothing 
but an imposition, perpetuated by deception and 
rude force. And any party or faction, no matter how 
attractivly may be worded their platform, cannot be 
anything else but a pack of hunters after the spoil, 
who are supported by a numerous retinue of fools, 
whom the leaders pull by their nose in the direction 
of the expected boodle. This was the true origin 
of all kinds of political states and powers. If the 
political parties were not after the spoil; they would 
not be political pariies. i 

To be an Agnostic in economic matters is to 
understand that every man who appropriates, traffios, 
and sells products of another man’s labor or his serv- 
ices is a swindier, a grabber, an oppressor, trying 
to make a living and to get rich by robbing his fellow- 

men of what belongs to them individually or eolleot- 
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ivly. The fruits of a man's work should not, namely, 
belong to anybody but either the worker him- 
self or all other human beings, considered collect- 
ivly but not individually. All economic iniquities of 
our present outrageous system can be traced to the 
violation of this fundamental principle. 

In regard to the Agnosticism in science, the same 
must. be based on a complete emancipation from all 
authorities, no matter of how high or of how old a 
standing they may be. This does not present 
much difficulty relativly to the dead ones, but is at- 
tended with a considerable amount of unpleasant fric- 
tion and material sacrifices of quite an inconvenient 
nature, when the question comes about exposing the 
spuriousness cf some of the living authorities, be- 
cause they never stand isolated and hav at their tail 
a long line of followers, ready to support them, sur- 
rounded by numerous other authorities on their both 
sides, not less prominent, who become uneasy when 
they see that one of their caste is in danger of being 
knocked down. - 

The true Agnostic, though, must disregard all 
that, and remember that there never was a scientific 
man who had not advanced some sort of nonsense 
about something. The errors of judgment, how- 
ever, are excusable in such men, like Descartes or 
Newton, as they are amply atoned by the great serv- 


ices they hav rendered to humanity in their special. 


fields of itquiry. But, in the case of small scientific 
fry of our days, no such circumstance can be thrown 
in the scale of the opposit side. For the majority 
of them, the more mixed up they make a scienoe, the 
surer they can make a living out of it. 

I am very sorry that the want of space prevents 
me from enlarging upon this interesting question, as I 
hav hardly room enough to say why I believe that 
Agnosticism is destined to become the religion of 
the future. . 

When the human mind has got rid of all that 
which centuries of religious, political, economic, and 
scientific swindle hav ingrafted on it, what kind of 
faith can it hav, but the faith in its own ability to 
reason soundly? What kind of religion can it hav, 
but the religion of its own logic, always identical 
with the logic of concrete and abstract realities ? 
And if all humanity reaches that state, there is no 
doubt that Agnosticism must be the only possible 
religicn under the circumstances. What outward 
forms if wil! assume, it is beyond anybody's ability 
to foretell, because a long time necessarily will 
elapse before it is reached, and science may, in 
the mean time, discover new properties and 
phenomena in nature of which the most unchecked 
imagination now can hardly make aconception. This, 
as a matter of course, will modify man’s intellectual life 
in such à manner that the sources of conflicts and 
sufferings will be entirely removed, and a reign of 
pure reason, coupled with happiness, will be perma- 
nently established on our poor, evil-overridden 
earth of the present day. Hpwarp L. Smanck. 

45 Greenwich ave., New York city. 

to 
Campaigning in Washington. 

Eagle Harbor, northwest by west from Seattle, 
about seven miles across the bay, is one of the most, 
lovely spots for a quiet home anywhere on the sound. 
It is admirably located, forming one of the best and 
safest of harbors. The land has a gentle southern 
slope, and in very many places affords grand views 
of the sound, the city of Seattle, Mount Rainier, the 
Cascades, and the Olympian mountains. Steamers 
and sail craft of every size and description can be 
seen passing in and out of Elliott bay. 

The adjoining peninsula, jutting into the bay to 
the east, is known as Madrono Park, and is owned 
by our stanch Liberal friend, D. S. Ebersold. He 
has laid out several acres in home tracts, or residence 
lots, which sre selling very rapidly, for Madrono 
Park and Eagle Harbor will soon become the most 
popular of summer resorts, and the home of wealthy 
merchants and professional men who desire to enjoy 
all the retirement, quiet, and delights of country life, 
while yet in easy access of the city. 

The land of Esgle Harbor is uncommonly rich and 
productiv. Apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries, 
prunes, berries, vegetables, flowers, clover, and 
timothy grass all grow in luxuriant perfection. 

Father Ryan and his ever jolly, energetic, and esti- 
mable wife were among the early settlers. They 
hav a happy, cosy home with splendid orchards and 
gardens, Their house is the favorit resort for all 
the young folks of the island. They all delight to 
congregate in the old Infidei’s home, where innocent 
mirth and jovial hospitality abound. 

I hav twice delivered lectures at the little school- 
house. Eagle Harbor is sparsely settled, no village 
or anything approaching it, yet I secured eight good 
and true outspoken Infidels as members of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union. 

At Port Blakely, the adjoining harbor, with the 
great shipbuilding yard and lumber mill, I held a 
discussion—at least, so it was advertised— with a 
Rav. Mr. Wilcox, Congregational minister, who claims 
to hav been a missionary to Africa. The discussion 
was announced for four nights. He at firat agreed 


l to hold the discussion at Eagle Harbor, but failed to 


put in an appearance. Subsequently he wrote me 
his peopleat the Harbor were opposed to his holding 
a discussion, but if I would consent to hold it at 
Blakely his people there were interested, and he 
would guarantee a very large attendance. Twice he 
postponed it, needing longer time to prepare to affirm 
“That Jesus Was the Savior of the World” and 
“That There isa God.” He made the most wretched 
failure. It was absolutely pitiable. God must hav 
baen dreadfully hard up for preaching timber when 
he had to use such refuse. The preacher declared 
that before he was converted he was a low gambler, 
a drunkard; that he reveled in obscenity and licen- 
tiousness; used to go to revival meetings with a 
whisky bottle in his pocket. That was the neareat 
approach he made to any statement of facts. He 
declared that gambling, drunkenness, and obscenity 
were Infidelity. Ths second evening he commenced 
his second speech with a silly tirade against Colonel 
Ingersoll, and two-thirds of the audience left in dis- 
gust. The third night he refused to debate, and 
said he would listen to me and reply to what I said 
at his church next Sunday. I proceeded in my lect- 
ure by reading letters from two gentlemen of Keene 
Valley, N. Y., who at my last lecture at Eagle Harbor 
he declared had, with some eighteen other Seventh 
Day Adventists, at first kept Saturday as Sabbath 
and worked Sunday, soon kept no day, and in a little 
while become all outspoken Infidels. Letters from 
two, the only ones whose names he could remember, 
declared the statement a malicious lie, made of whole 
cloth, without the faintest shadow of fact to sustain 
it. There was no Seventh Day Adventist church at 
Keene Valley while Rev. Mr. Wilcox was there. No 
Adventist had turned Infidel; least of all had they. 
Their statements were certified as truth by the post- 
master of Keene Valley, and corroborated by the 
president of thé New York conference of Seventh 
Day Adventists. I gave him opportunity to explain 
or make defense. His writhing and squirming was 
pitiable. He had to acknowledge there was no Ad- 
ventist church there while he was there. His defense 
was: “ You are a mean man to write to those gentle- 
men. They were friends of mine. If I had thought 
you would hav written to them I would never hav 
given you their names. You do not do as you would 
be done by.” And yet this minister of Christ had 
from his “sacred desk,” as well as in conversation, 
deplored the spread of Infidelity because it destroyed 
Christian morality! I delivered the letters to one of 
the most influential citizens of Eagle Harbor, lest any 
question of their genuinness should arise in my 
absence. 

The lecture I delivered was listened to with eager 
attention, and many of the leadiog men of Blakely 
requested I would at my earliest convenience return 
and deliver a course of lectures there. 


Rev. Mr. Wilcox has expressed his intention to 
try for a chance to return to his missionary work in 
Africa, and I am assured no voice of Infidel or Chris- 
tian in either Blakely or Eagle Harbor has been 
heard to protest. 

I was at Montesano July 19th and 20th. This is 
the county seat of Chehalis county, one of the largest 
counties in the giant state of Washington, and also 
one of the richest in timber, agriculture, minerals, 
fisheries, etc. In the matter of location the city of 
Montesano is most favorably and advantageously 
situated, and beyond doubt will become one of the 
most important cities on the coast between the 
straits of Fuca and the Columbia river. It also give 
promis of becoming the railroad center of the Harbor 
basin and the Chehalis valley. The Puget Sound 
and Gray’s Harbor railroad has completed its line to 
Montesano. The town was a good, substantial 
trading center long before a railrosd started for the 
Gray's Harbor country. The lumbermen first came; 
then the farmers, in steadily increasing numbers, 
taking up lands slong the river and creek bottoms 
where they could be easily cleared, and supplying 
with their crops, beef, and dairy products the needs 
of the sturdy loggers. The city of Montesano has 
no boom, but a steady, legitimate growth, and the 
lucky purchasers of town lots, two years ago, hav 
solid financial reasons for joy. The adjacent country 
has excellent conditions for general farming, dairy- 
ing, and stockraising. It is estimated that not over 
8 fourth of these bottom lands are now occupied. 
Government surveys hav not yet reached all of them, 
but will probably do so this year. Settlers who 
come this year Gan find good claims and plenty of 
work at good wages, logging, teaming, sawing, ete. 
The kind of people who should come are those with 
push, energy, persistent industry, sobriety, and 
economy. These are sure to do well. The young 
taking up claims, on reaching mid lle age are reagon- 
ably certain to hav attained a competency. But 
lacking any of the attributes named, success is pro- 
portionately uncertain. Those having capital, with 
exercise of ordinary care and judgment can readily 
find investments in town or country property, sure 
of rapid rise in value. For full particulars in regard 
to Montesano and adjacent country, write to Henry 
Knust, Germania Land Office, Montesano, Wash., or 
Frank Lessman, same address. 
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The local institution of which Montesano residents 
are most proud is their electric light plant, owned by 
the city, and costing $12,000. 

The most interesting attraction for Liberals is the 
fact that at the last election the Liberals decided to 
break up the corrupt political ring, and nominated a 
full straight Liberal ticket. The ministers all rallied, 
worked, and exhorted the Christians to put forth 

: every effort and down the wicked Infidels. Resuli— 
the Liberals elected fourteen of their sixteen can- 
didates, and the whole community is now rejoicing 
at the. excellent and efficient administration that is 
now in office. 

On Saturday evening, July 19th, at the Opera 
House, to a very large audience, I delivered a lecture 
on “The Lord's Prayer in our Public Schools.” A 
Campbellite reverend was present, and greatly an- 
noyed ailin his vicinity by his noisy and ungentle- 
manly conduct. At the conclusion of the lecture I 
invited questions. He arose and expressed a desire 
to reply to my lecture, and that I would meet him 
and discuss the question on Monday evening. I 
inquired of our lecture committee if we could hav the 
Opera House; the owners said we could. At great 
personal inconvenience Mrs. Reynolds and I stayed 
over. Monday evening the expectation of the dissus- 
sion brought out an immense crowd. At 8 o’clock 
I took a seat upon the platform, to. which, on his 
arrival, I invited the reverend Campbellite, and 
suggested the election by the audience of a chair- 
man. He claimed he would behave himself without 
a chairman. I doubted, and two or three persons 
were proposed by the audience, but declined. 
The reverend then declared he wanted the whole 
time—and mark his reason for such a demand. He 
said I had taken all the time on Saturday night and 
on Sunday afternoon ; my wife had taken all the time 
on Sunday evening, and now I objected to letting 
him occupy all the time to-night. This was, he said, 
a fair specimen of Liberals’ liberality, and he com. 
menced a tirade of abuse and vituperation, seeming 
to hav a special spite against the Liberals of Lib- 
eral, Mo. I insisted on appointment of a chairman 
who would compei the reverend to confine himself to 
the subject of debate, instead of indulging in wild 
ranting and denunciation. Capt. G. W. Bell was 
nominated for chairman, and he being held in high 
esteem by all classes, his name called forth enthusi- 
astio applause. This proved a red rag to the rever- 
end. He roared and pranced abovt the platform 
like an infuriated bull, bellowing out in intensity of 
impotent rage, “Bell! Captain Bell! An Infidel! 
A loud-mouthed In—fi-del !” 

Captain Bell walked calmly to the platform and in 
a gentle, but earnest, manner delivered a scathing 
rebuke to the reverend blusterer, whose only qualifi. 
cation for debate waa the possession and reckless 
use of a weapon similar to that with which Samson 
slew the Philistines; and he used his as a boomer- 
ang, exciting derision and contempt of his opponents 
but dealing dastruction to those on his own side. 
When he fizst stated his desire to occupy all the 
time I suggested it was true Campbellite modesty to 
make such a demand when the Liberals had hired 
the hail and would hay the rent to pay. He then 
assured us he could raise his share of the rent. 
While Oaptain Bell was addressing the audience, 
one of the reverend’s disciples sneaked oui, found 
the janitor and paid him the rent of the hali for the 
night, and returned and declared he had paid the 
rent and no one but Disciples had & right to speak, 
While Brother Knust, chairman of the Liberal lest- 
ure committee, was addressing the audience, the 
reverend started in on another foul tirade of abuse. 
The Rev. Mr. Samson tried to prevent, but the 
audience insisted I should be heard and the reverend 
collapsed. I announced that since the reverend 
Oampbellite had obtained the presence of the people 
under false pretenses, and it was self-evident he did 
not intend or desire to diseusa my lecture on “ The 
Use of the Lord's Prayer in Our Public Schools,” 
but simply wanted to giv vent to splenetic misrepre- 
sentations and billingsgate, taking advantage of con- 
temptible trickery to obtain a questionable right to 

. the hall for the sole purpose of preventing any 

refutation of his willful misrepresentations, Liberals 
had no further business there, and we would retire. 

About two-thirds of the audience withdrew with me. 

The people of Montesano were in no sense respon- 
sible for the Campbellite reverend’s conduct. In 
fact, they were even more disgusted than myself. 

The Washington Democrat, the leading paper in 
the county, gave a complimentary notice of the lect- 
ures of both my wife and self, concluding with: 

s Many church-members were present, and gave 

close attention to his words. He was not abusiv in 

his language, and for this gained golden opinions 

in Montesano." 0. B. RxvNorps, 
Secretary Washingtou Secular Union. 
tO 


A DEBATE in Kasson, Minn., between Jamieson and Nich- 
ols, is not likely to take place as early as anticipated, Mr. 
Jamieson was expecting to take steamer up the Mississippi 
river to fill his lecture engagement in Princeton, Minn., the 
second week in August. Liberals in Minnesota desiring 
courses of lectures should address him at Princeton, Minn., 
until further notice, 


Nam Jones on Infidels and Society. 
From a Recent. Sermon. 


I'd rather be a low-down, chain.gang negro than one of 
yourlittle Infidels. You won't bein hell two minutes be- 
fore you'll be hopping around in the fire and yelling, ‘* What 
à mistake I made." I hav some respect for Bob Ingersoll, 
because he can get $200 a night for his lecturing. But 
some of these little fellows are Infidels for nothing, pay $2 
to hear Ingersoll, and board themselvs. I understand you 
are all running '" society" here pretty lively. Society! A 
pair of seventy-five cent slippers and a $1.25 wasp bonnet 
lets you into it. There is no manhood, no womanhood, in it. 
The fruits of society, so called, are the dude and dudine. If 
you don’t like what I’m saying, just get up on your hind 
legs and slide out. 


REPLY BY A LITTLE INFIDEL. 


Such contempt for ordinary men and women, such 
respect for the rich and powerful, is characteristic of 
sensational, money-making preachers. Faith is their 
virtue, theology their practice, and money-making 
their object. No doubt Mr. Jones despises from the 
bottom of his heart the impecunious little Infidel, 
for such a man givs him nothing; and he despises 
the woman who wears plain clothes, for she puts a 
widow’s mite in the contribution-box and never sub- 
scribes to the list of wealthy men. He also despises 
the negro, who sends him no tribute. And he dis- 
misses us all with a characteristic slang phrase which 
marks the degradation of his opinion. 

He exsggerates, however, when he says that he 
would rather be a low-down, chain-gang negro than 
a little Infidel without money. 

The truth is, he would rather be a rich negro, or a 
rich Chinaman, or rich anybody else, than a poor 
map, Jet him be Infidel or believer. The main thing 
with him is money. He would rather be a low-down, 
high-toned, absconding ex-cashier who stole money 
from a savings bauk and went into Canada. Such a 
thief as that has Mr. Sam Jones’s unqualified respect. 
He would not object to being one, especially since 
they go into that gilt-edge society that has the man- 
hood and womanhood which he admires—the man- 
hood and womanhood that decks itself with fine 
clothes, wears beautiful $10 shoes and exquisitly fine 
hats. And then the odor of the sanctity arising 
from those quandam Sunday-sshool teachers is per- 
fectly edifying. 

Mr. Jones says “ he respects Bob Ingersoll because 
he makes $200 a night lecturing.” No doubt he 
does. No doubt he would like to swap places with 
Colonel Ingersoll—for the money. He respects the 
$200 a night, not Oolonel Ingersoll. The reason 
that he givs is consistent with his practices, charac- 
teristic of his tribe; it shows that he respects the 
money and not the man. Money is his god, and not 
the man. Money is his god; he worships dimes aud 
dollars. After saying that he respects so great a 
man as Colonel Ingersoll because of the $200 a 
night, he had as well admit that his own self-respect 
depends, not on his honor and convictions, but on 
the money that comes in from the contribution-box. 
This explains why he used to be a drunkard. He 
made no money at law, consequently he had no re- 
spect for himself, and got drunk to forget his pov- 
erty and shame. It is impossible for him to control 
a natural appetite. He tried that on cigars, and 
after a big blow and boast failed. . 

If he expects that his base admission will gain him 
the esteem or friendship of Oolonel Ingersoll he de- 
ceives himself. It would profit him considerably to 
read some Infidel works in order to learn that honor 
is superior to faith, that humanity is better than 
theology, and that the heathen virtues are more god- 
like than money-getting. 

In the sixth interview on Talmage Colonel Inger- 
soll says: “According to Mr. Talmage I made the 
mistake of preserving my manhood and losing an 
office. If I had only been elected governor of Illi- 
nois, that is to say, if I had been a successful hypo- 
crit, I might now be basking in the sunshine of this 
geutleman’s respect. I preferred to tell the truth— 
to be an honest man—and I hav never regretted the 
course I hav pursued.” This extract shows what 
estimate an honest man placss upon the professions 
of a hypocrit; how indifferent he is to the opinions 
of Rsv. Sam Jones, for instance. Pious frauds hunt 
for rich pulpits all over the land, and hate Infidelity 
because it makes credulous pockets scares. When 
men and wowen realize the folly of paying their sub- 
stance for the consolation of delusiv hopes, and for 
the expected light of the next world that has never 
fallen upon man in this, then, and not till then, will 
this tribe of Levi become extinct and their occupa- 
tion gone. Hence their hatred of Infidelity. 

The religion of the Infidel! is free, practical, and lib- 
eral; it is too sensible to be jealous, too reasonable to 
be sensitiv—good. fellowship and equal rights for all, 
regardless of birth, possessions, or pretensions, respect 
for men and women because they are equals ; respect 
for women who wear fine clothes, for women who 
wear faded clothes, and for women whose heads and 
feet sre bare. Jesus of Nazareth was an Infidel and 
respected every class except the hypocrits ; he in turn 
was despised and hated and crucified by them, and 
they were men of Mr. Jones’s cloth. They hated a free 
gospel. They wanted sacrifices, which were meat and 
money to them. We Infidels respect Jesus as a man, 


but not as a god. We consider his mission a failure, 
because he was not understood, and his church has 
been the greatest persecutor and tyrant over thought: 
that ever was on earth. His chief apostle killed a 
poor man and his wife because they kept back a part 
of the price of their land from his holy apostolie 
clutches. And since then, the leaders, tha chief 
priests, and the sensational preachers, in every age, 
hav inherited the venom, hate, and cruelty of those 
scribes and high priests which crucified for blasphemy 
a mild man because he preached a free gospel. The 
Jews complained to the Romans that they sould not 
legally execute St. Paul; and no doubt Rev. Sam 
Jones complains to Jesus because he eannot kill the 
little Infidels. 

We reverence the names of Voltaire and Paine. 
We reverence them as men, and not as gods, becauce 
they were the declared enemies of cruelty and of op- 
pression; and because they made freedom possib'e 
in France, and independence possible in America. 
Their works and their worth are more fully appreci- 
ated and better understood as this age of enlighteu- 
ment advances, and as knowledge increases. The 
same may be said of whatever else is true and great 
—of religion if it be true and not false. 

Lirriz INFIDEL. 
a 


The Work of A. H. Wood. 


Arad Hazzleton Wood, or, as he was familiarly 
called, Arad Wood, passed away early in the present 
summer, at the age of nearly ninety, living out hia 
vitality to its full limit, never having drawn upon it 
beyond its capacity to giv. Waiting for some one 
to notice this old pioneer in the cause of right, we 
came to the conclusion that the latter day Materialist, 
traveling on smooth roads, should remember Arad 
Wood, who cut and slashed right and left at tha 
supernatural humbug of Christian superstition, since 
the early days of the present contury, making it pos- 
sible for younger men to liv outside of prison walls. 
Mr. Wood was born in Massachusetts, near the line 
of Rhode Island, about the year 1800. At the age 
of nine years he was let out as a wage-slave to a 
farmar and mill-owner, working in fair weather on 
the farm, in rainy in the mill. After a period he went 
to Boston and learnt the carpenter trade. In 1834 
he started a weekly paper called the Reformer and 
Anti-Monopolist. It did not liv many years, bui it 
left a mark on tha road to freedom. This was about 
the time of Andrew Jackson vetoing the charter of 
the National Bank. Had Andrew Jackson come to 
Boston at that time be would hav been shot. This 
made,Arad Wood a “Jackson man.” This was at the 
time of burning the Catholic nunnery and school at 
Charleston by the Protestants, when four hundred 
women and children were driven out of their home in 
the dead of night. This did not maka Arad Wood a 
Oatholie, but it made him love the weak and hate 
the strong. Father Ballou was at this time preachlng 
the doctrin of universal salvation at Cambridge. 
‘The idea held out by Hosea Ballou of no hell charmed 
Arad Wood, and be was & Universalist. 

In the autumn of this year William Lloyd Gar- 
rison was mobbad by a crowd of ten thousand Bos- 
ton merchants, clergymen, and lawyers, who dragged 
him through Washington street, howling “Hang 
him!” A rope was around his neck for that purpose. 
This made Mr: Wood a pronounced Abolitionist. 
At that period the Montgomery Guards, a military 
company composed of Irishmen, were stoned and 
hooted cff of Boston Common and their charter 
annulled by the state legislature then in session. 
Then Arad Wood indorsed on his crest: My country 
is the world, my countrymen all mankind. 

At this period Abner Kueeland was incarcerated 
in Cambridge jail for not believing in the God of the 
Universalist, and ever after Arad Wood spelt his god 
with two o’s in it, and did reverence to nature and 
nature’s laws, loving the world he saw and knew, 
well knowing he knew as much of other worlds as 
anyone (I am vsing Mr. Wood's own expressions). 

I hav pictured the scenes of Arad Wood's early 
life—why he was a reformer; why his sympathies 
were with the distressed. Later Ezra Heywood 
was sent to Dedham jail—not for crime, but simply 
because he did not spell his words as other people 
did. Mr. Wood sought out Mr. Heywood and was 
ever after his steadfast friend. 

Arad Wood was a Materialist. He hated the 
term Agnostic. To him it was shirking a fact. He 
knew twelve inches was & foot, sixteen ounces a 
pound, two pints a quart; that matter was eternal 5 
that it embraced himself; that the vapors of this 
matter would ascend, again appearing in the rains, 
producing new vegetation, which in its turn pro- 
duced new animal life. 

Arad Wood moved from Boston to central Massa- 
chusets and spent the balance of his life as a 
farmer—to him a congenial occupation—surrounded 
by his family, consisting of four children, all worthy 
citizens, in the beautiful and rural little town of 
Lunenburg, a purely agricultural place on the hills 
of Worcester county, Mass. The grave was but a 


to him, and death his waiting wing. 
eee Gro M. Davenport. 
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Eminent Women. 
LUCRETIA MOTT.—CONOLUDED. 

When, as an enthusiastic Abolitionist, Lucretia 
Mott crossed the ocean to take part in the World's 
Antislavery Convention, the last drop in her cup of 
sorrow was the humiliation she was called on to 
suffer on acccunt of sex. The vote by which this in- 
justice was perpetrated, was due to the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the clergy, who, with Bible in hand, 
swept all before them. No man can fathom the 
depths of rebellion in woman's soul when insult is 
heaped upon her sex, and this is intensified when 
done under the hypocritical assumption of divine 
authority. This fresh baptism into woman’s degra- 
dation impelled the current of her thoughts into a 
new channel, and returning home, she, with a few 
friends, as rebellious as herself, called the first 
woman’s rights convention. To this cause she 
brought a zsa! unknown before, as here she could 
see the wrongs from a purely subjectiv point of view. 

“ While in London a rich young Quaker of bigoted 
tendencies, who made several breakfast and tea 
parties for the American delegates, always omitted 
to invite Mrs. Mott. He very politely said to her, 
on one occasion when he was inviting others in her 
presence, ‘Thou must excuse me, Lucretia, for not 
inviting thee with the rest, but I fear thy influence 
on my children’ ! !” h 

Mrs Fry always shunned Lucretia, and was afraid 
of her dangerous (!) truths. Tho Quakers in Eng- 
land were afraid of her, and called her “an Infidel, 
a heretic, s disturber, who had destroyed the peace 
in the Friends’ Society in Pennsylvania, and thrown 
a firebrand into the World’s Convention,” and who in 
& recent speech in London hsd quoted sentiments 
from Mary Wollstonecroft and Thomas Paine. 

These, then terrible things, would now raise 
hardly a ripple of opposition among any class of 
thinkers and reformers, but they were judgments 
bringing a cruel ostracism and bitter coniumely in 
their wake. 

“Many anecdotes are told of Mrs. Mott’s rigid 
economy, such as sewing the smallest rags to be 
woven into carpets, and writing letters on infinitesi- 
mal bits of paper; but it must not be inferred from 
this peculiarity that she was penurious, as she was 
generous in her charities and in her support of every 
good cause. A‘fred Love, president of the 
Peace Society, who frequently received letters from 
. Mrs. Mott, says, “The one before me is two and a 
half inches wide by two and a quarter inches long, 
written on both sides, and contains 141 words, and 
treats of seven distinct matters, and disposes of them 
in good order, apologizing for her apparent economy 
of paper and inclosing a contribution of $5 fora 
benevolent object.” “At one time," says Mrs. Stan- 
ton, * when excitement on the divorce question ran 
high in New York, and there was a great hue and 
cry about free love on our platform, I was invited 
to speak before the legislature on the bill then pend- 
ing, asking ‘divorce for drunkenness.’ . Mrs. 
Mott charged Ernestine L. Rose and myself not to 
take too radical ground, in view of the hostility to 
the bill, but to keep closely to the merits of the 
main question. I told her she might feel sure of 
me, as I had my speech written and I would read 
it to her, which I did and received her approval. 
The time arrived for the hearing and a magnificent 
audience greeted us at the capital. The bill was 
read. I made the opening speech and Mrs. Rose 
followed. We had asked for the modification of cer- 
tain statutes and the passage of others, making the 
laws more equal for man and woman. l 

* Mrs. Mott having listened atientivly to all that 
was said, and coming to the conclusion that with 
eighteen causes for divoree in the different states, 
there might as well be no laws at ail on the question, 
she arose and said ‘she had not thought profoundly 
on the subject, but it seemed to her no laws what- 
ever on this relation would be better than such as 
bound pure, innocent women in bondege to dissi- 
pated, unprincipled men. With such various laws 
in the different states, would it not be better to place 
all the states on the same basis and thus make our 
national laws homogeneous? She was surprised on 
returning to the residence of Lydia Mott, to 
hear that her speech was altogether the most 
radical of the lot. 

“The bold statement of ‘no laws’ was, however, 
Bo sugar coated with eulogies on good men, and the 
sacredness Of the marriage relation, that the press 
complimented the moderation of Mrs. Mott at our 
expense. At another convention Mrs. Mott 
and I were sitting close together, with our heads 
bowed and eyes closed, listening to the invocation. 
As the chaplain proceeded, he touched the garden 
scene in paradise, and spoke of woman as a secondary 
creation, called into being for the especial benefit of 
man, an afterthought of the creator. Sirsightening 
up, Mrs. Moot whispered to me, ‘I cannot bow my 
head to such absurdities.’ Edward M. Davis, in the 
sudiencs, noticed his mother’s movements, knowing 
what had struck his mind had disturbed hers also, 
left the hall, returned, Bible in hand, ascended the 
platform, and as the chapiain said samen, he (Davis) 


read from the opening chapter of Genesis the ac-! 


count of the simultaneous creation of man and 
woman, in which dominion was given to both alike 
over every living thing. After Mr. Davis made afew 
pertinent remarks on the allegorical character of the 
second chapter of Genesis, Mrs. Mott followed with a 
critical analysis of the prayer, and the portion of 
scripture read by her son, showing the eternal 
oneness and equality of man and woman, the union 
of the masculin and feminin elements, like to positiv 
and negativ magnetism, the centripetal and centrif- 
ugal forces in nature pervading the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms, the whole world of thought 
and action.” 

Thus did Mrs. Mott turn the tables on the Bible- 
croakers, and prove her posifion by this con- 
glomerate volume that is “ al} things to all men.” 

In speaking of theological beliefs to a priest, she 
said they are “a system of speculations about the 
unseen and the unknowable, which the human mind 
has no power to grasp, or explain, and these specula- 
tions vary with every sect, age, and type of civiliza- 
tion. No one knows any more of what lies beyond 
our sphere of action than thou or I, and we know 
nothing.” Ermina DRAKE Sueneer. 

—— —á$— $9 —————————— 
Some Thoughts on Spiritualism. 

For many years I hav been s reader of Tux 
Troura Seexer and an occasional contributor to its 
columns, but I don’t think I hav ever yet touched 
upon the subject of Spiritualism, although many 
times tempted to do so. I know of no publication, 
which rejects the Spiritual theory, more just or fair 
to its opponents than Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I am now 
prompted to say something on this subject by 
reason of the remarks made by F. E. Ormsby in 
Tue Trors Sxexer of August 9th. 

He says: “I hav proved to myself the existence 
of a life beyond the grave—the immortality of the 
intelligence, will power, consciousness, or mind of 
human individualities. Itis not a matter of belief. 
There is no such thing as belief in my idea of con- 
tinued life; a man must know the fact, must hav 
positiv proof.” I hav heard just such talk as this 
before. Bible believers induige in it. They will 
say: “I know that my redeemer liveth. I realize 
his presence every hour of my waking existence. I 
go to him with my troubles and he speaks comfort 
to my soul. He answers my prayers, and he tells 
me the Bible is true.” To a rational mind this is of 
no more force than as though a parrot had given it 
utterance. I am willing fo admit that all truth is 
not known, and that some individuals can grasp and 
know more of truth than others. But I affirm that 
all truth, having natural laws for its base, is demon- 
strable. So then, if it be true that.man has a life 
beyond the grave, and that truth has been discovered 
by any man or woman, that same truth is discover- 
erable by all other men or women of equal espacity, 
and is susceptible of being demonstrated as true, like 
other truths based on natural law. 

I hav much charity for a Spiritualist because I 
know he reasons logically ss far as he has knowl- 
edge; and, a8 a rule, I must giv him credit for 
more reason and logic than sometimes characterizes 
his opponent. Our ancestors reasoned logically 
when ‘they denied that people lived on the opposit 
side of the globe; nevertheless they were mistaken. 
If I knew nothing of the principles of gas, and sup- 
posed air to be the lightest substance known, and a 
man should tell me that he saw a man rise in the 
air tied to a great bladder as big as a house, I should 
probably deny his statement and tell him that it was 
impossible. But when I came to see the same thing 
myself I would be obliged to modify my statement, 
but I could still claim that the principle which gov- 
erned this phenomenon was discoverable and demon- 
strable, and when discovered and demonstrated 
we would all exclaim, “ Why, of course, the bladder 
or the balloon had to ascend. It would hav been a 
miracle if it did not.” 

I hav never denied the facts of Spiritualism since 
I became convinced of their truth, more than thirty- 
five years ago. I say “ facts of Spiritualism,” with- 
out meaning to admit that these facts prove a life 
beyond this life. I once believed they did, but now 
I know they do not. I hav witnessed, I think, nearly 
all the phases of modern Spiritualism, from the rap- 
pings of the Fox sisters to the slate- writing of Slade, 
and the materializations of Harvey Mott and other 
mediums. I stand upon the solid ground of admit- 
ting all the phenomena usually ascribed to the agency 
of disembodied spirits, but denying that in it all 
there is any proof of a life out of the-body. An en- 
thusiastic Spiritualist says to me: “ Why, I saw my 
mother, who has been dead several years. She came 
to me just as real as you stand there now, and she 
told me of things which had happened before and 
since her death, and of which I know the medium 
knew nothing.” A thousand testimonies of this kind 
can be furnished, and it is useless to deny them. It 
is useless to deny that rappings are heard, that forms 
sppear, that writings are mysteriously produced, and 
that a palpable, powerful, and tangible physical force 
is brought to bear in conjunction with these phe- 
nomena. With the average individual, the moment 


he concedes these wonders the same moment he ge- | 


! 
cepts the doctrin that they are the work of spirits, 


because there is an intelligence behind them like 
unto our own. It is precisely in this manner that 
men prove there is a God who made everything, and 
that he had a purpose or a design in everything that 
he made. This arises from the fact that our first 
knowledge or impressions come from our immediate 
surroundings, and pertain more especially to the 
artificial world. We see a chair or stool. It was 
made by man for a purpose. We sleep ina bed. We 
hav clothes made for us. In short, the growth of 
our early mind is so intimately associated with things 
made by older people, and made for a purpose, that 
in a larger sense, when we first begin to take cogni- 
zance of trees, of the wardrobe of nature, of the sun, 
moon, and stars, to hear thunder and see lightning, 
we immediately associate these things with a higher 
or greater power thah man, and thus our God ig 
born. The more developed mind, however, can see 
no wisdom or plan in creation. As God is born of 
our ignorance, and given power, and even shape, by 
our rude imaginations, so in like manner are spirits 
born and clothed with certain powers and attributes, 
but when the test of science is applied God fails and 
so do the spirits fail. A man may safely bet that he 
can get as many answers to his prayers from a stone 
image as anybody can get from a “living God.” But 
whoever puts his trust in a stone image, expecting 
that image to do him some favor by the exercise of 
an intelligent faculty, is on a plane with the lowest 
heathen, but he is no lower than any other individ- 
ual who puts his trust ina “living God,” and who 
expsots that God to do for him that which the stone 
image failed to do for his neighbor. So far as 
Science or results are concerned, there is no practi- 
eal difference between a stone image and a “ living 
God.” One is as deaf and insensible as the other. 
And precisely so with spirits. Since the dawn of 
modern Spiritualism every test that would go to 
prove the actual presence of an intelligence different 
from or above or beyond the intelligence of mortals, 
has failed. We get only that which we know, or 
which has its counterpart in the human mind some- 
where on this mundane ball. Ask the spirits what was 
the fate of Obarley Ross and we get no truthful 
answer, but bring us somebody who knows and we 
then may get some truthful answers. Ask a apirit 
to tell us something about the “spheres” in the 
other world, and we will hav them accurately de. 
seribed according to our best imaginations, but ask 
him to explore the Polar sea and make for us a chart 
by which the long-looked-for passage may be found, 
and our answer will be as from a stone image. 

There hav probably been hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of specific tests arranged between individuals 
in life to be consummated after the death of one of 
the parties, all of which hav failed. If the claims of 
Spirituslisra were true these could be demonstrated. 
Itf Mr. Ormsby shall liv after his death, and shall 
hav power to appear, speak, rap, or communicate 
with friends left behind, let him while living bury a 
box with some written instructions, and carry the 
secret of the hiding to the other world, and from 
there communicate the matter written, and the place 
of the hiding. A few well-authentiented instances 
like this would scientifically establish the cleims of 
Spiritualism, but nothing like it was ever known to 
occur, although time and again hav such tests been 
arranged. 

But, I can imagin I will be asked how I can 
account for the phenomena which I know to occur. 
My answer is that I can’taccount for it, no more than 
I can account for the origin of life. But since I 
know that life exists, and exists only in accord with 
certain laws, because I don’t know its origin I am 
not bound to believe or to accept any speculations 
or conjectures touching its origin or its ending; 
more especially when such speculations or conject- 
ures refute certain well known laws or principles 
which come under the general law of scientific 
demonstration. For instance, I am told by Spiritual. 
ists that I will never die, that it is only my body 
whieh will die, but that I will eontinue to liv, 
capable of enjoying life as heretofore. There can be _ 
enjoyment of life without memory, and this implies - 
that after my body is dead I will remember my 
father and my mother, the places in which I hav 
lived ; in short, the events of my life as I shall hap- 
pen to remember them at or preceding the death of 
my body. Life is enjoyable only when the mind is 
receiving new impressions coupled with the memory 
of them.’ I know a man now past ninety years of 
age whose mind and memory hav been gradually 
failing for the past ten or twelve years. Boi- 
ence demonstrates that the failure is due to a 
weakening or softening of the brain. He is past all 
enjoyment of this life. Can he ever enjoy life 
again? Certainly not, in the sense in which we 
understand this matter. If the spiritual theory is 
true, then for this man to enjoy life his memory 
must be restored, and ií becomes an interesting 
question to fix a date from which it should be 
restored. It would be no pleasure for him to remem- 
ber himself as a helpless imbeeil, refusing the kind 
offices of his nearest friends. Ir fact, that which we 
know to be inexorable law is at variance with every 
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theory of continued conseious existence, and so far, 


although there are many remarkable occurrences 


whieh pasa for manifestations cf the living dead, yet, 
go far as yet heard from, there is not a manifestation 
which can be demonstrated as caused by an individ- 
ual whose body lies moldering in the grave and 
who ones lived, breathed, and was known among men. 
In a- futuro communication, if permitted, I will 
relate some of my experiences with the spirits, 
together with some sp: culations or conjectures as to 
the source of the mysteries. James K, Maan. 


After-Thoughts, 
DEDIOATED TO MY MOTHER. 

In the depth of the dim wood, far away from the 
busy haunts of men, in some sweet solitude peaceful 
as that life's rest, would I lay down the ashee of the 
loved. With my own hands would I fashion her 
last couch.  Unannoyed by the obtrusivness of 
strangers, unsided save by the loving and lamenting, 
I would perform the last office of respect, I would pay 
the last tribute of affection to that form which soon 
must mingle with the dust. And there would my 
grief seek comfort communing in silence and tran 
quillity, sure thas no unhallowed tread should pro- 
fane that hallowed earth; that no’ unmoistened eye 
should laugh to scorn my heart's fidelity— 

That no rude hand should tear the flowers 
From off that purest breast, 

Or disturb the calm and peaceful sleep 
Of thy eternal rest. 

Hark! the tramp of hirelings resounds upon the 
floor. They enter the house of mourning, and witb 
ruthless hands they bear the outworn to the couch 
of rest. Ob, why do not the hands that smoothed 
the pillow of sickness perform this sacred duty? 
Why should the utterance of the most solemn part- 
ing be the boughi and formal words of cold hearted 
and careless strangers? If the awed silence cf 
grief must be broken when the earth recsives back 
her own, who should speak the words of consolation 
but those whose affections hav been already minis- 
trant? Who should say the last farewell but the 
one moss Wishful for the traveler's welfare? What 
prevenieth this? It is the world’s religion. It is 
the world’s command that human passions and 
human thoughts shall bow down before accustomed 
forms. Dearest mother, what hav forms and cere- 
monies, arbitrarily established, to be bought and 
gold, forced and counterfeited, to do with thee? 
Alas, that the services from humanity to humanity, 
which should be rendered freely and lovingly, should 
be in the keeping of a den of thieves, only to be 
bought when spoiled and worthless. There is no 
feeling in a hired and prescribed service. The pom- 
pous hearse and feathers, the prating of unconcerned 
and white-robed offisials, the crowding together of 
sorrow and curiosity, the indecent and business-like 
lowering of the casket, the tramping o'er the dead to 
disentangle ropes, the harsh grating of the work. 
men’s spades as they shovel the earth upon that 
ones loved form, the after refreshments at the hos- 
telry—these are the world’s religious forms, or, 
rather, insults cast at humanity, at the postry of the 
human heart. The law.ordained mummery is over. 
Priests and drivers are laughing over the wages 
they hav earned. The grass is growing over the 
grave, and though thou art confined within thy nar- 
row sphere, do'st think the living will forget thee? 
Nay, were thou far away in the forest haunts, far 
away in some secluded spot, away from those monu- 
ments of ostentation and hypocrisy which make 
burial-grounds like mason’s show-rooms, I could not 
forget thee. Aud there shall ba one among them 
whose record lieth not. It needs no epitaph. 
Enough that the once-loved form is laid there to rest. 

There is no need of marble monument exquisitly 
and elaborately sculptured, for living thoughts are 
drooping o'er that grave. The little children eare- 
leasly sporting smong the tombs, gay as the flowers 
upon the green hills, seem they with their light- 
heartedness to profane my worship? Stay, doth the 
flower-bearing and buoyant spring insult the bygone 
winter? Do not the flowers bloom amid the dead 
leaves of lest autumn’s scattering? See, the chil- 
dren hav approached the grave; their merriment ig 
hushed for a moment. Wondering ia the simplicity 
of inexperienced childhood they pay the last homage 
of pity. O thou strict religionist, which is _the 
better form, the pious earnestness of ihe paid priest, 
or the promis of the little child that she will tend the 
flowers upon the grave and prevent her playmates 
from injuring them? Priest and devotee, be silent, 
for here is a better creed than you hav ever taught or 
learned. Dry thine eyes, dear child; resume thy 
truthful laugh. Tis not the carelessness of the little 
one, but the forced solemnity of the unpitying 
stranger, that is offensiv. Death, what is it? 

"Tis but the shadow of the shade, 
Yet man to face it is afraid. 
Afraid of what? Of death? Yes, man recoils be- 
fore an empty word. Yet there is nothing in it that 
should pale the cheek or fill the timid with fear. 
"Death is but the penalty of life. For to all who 
hav life death must come. It comes in the evening 
of life, when the brain is weary and outw orn ; it comes 


as an anodyne to soothe the throbbing brow. Pain 
and care giv place to rest and peace, and when the 
last sad moment has come it brings to the traveler a 
perfect tranquillity of mind. But— . 
Come when thou wilt, cold anodyne, 
I fear thee not. 


Let all these hopes and dreams of mine 
Be lost, forgot. 


Life has been too unkind to me 
These long, long years; 

I giv her broken toys to thee, 
Her bitter tears. 

Quench but these tears, and still this heart, 
What matter then ? 

Is it 80 hard a thing to part 
With light and men ? 

Life bound me hand and foot a slave, 
Her fetters rust. 

Better the freedom of the grave— 
Mix dust with dust. 


Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH. ` 


a 
The Chureh and Reforms. 
Rev. Carlos Martyn, D.D., in the Arena. 

Run over the catalog of recent and current reforms. 
Take the antislavery cause. The es:ential blasphemy 
of slavery lay in this, that it broke into and dega- 
crated the temple cf the Holy Ghost, by dehumaniz- 
ing 8 man into a chattel. It dealt in men and women 
as a drover trades in cattle. It changed marriage 
into prostitution, and made every plantation a nest 
of brothels. It herded negroes together as swine 
herd. It sold their offspring as hogs are sold. John 
Wesley, sfier living two years in the midst of slavery 
in Georgia, shook the dust from his feet against it 
and sailed from Savannsh to England, crying out as 
he left, ‘Slavery is the sum of all villainies.” The 
truest, tersest half dczen words ever tabled against 
it. Well he knew that language had no word that 
could fitly name such & system. So, in despair of 
naming it, he could only define it. 

It is hardly credible to-day that such a hell un- 
capped should hav been go recently recognized as s 
part of American life—the dominant element. Busi- 
nese, quickened by the impulse which came from the 
gigantic traffic in cotton, stifled conscience in order 
to make money. Sosiety, borrowing its tone from 
wealth, spread its screen over human bondage. Law 
soon found or made precedents and sanctions, for 
did not a fat retainer jingle in its palm? The church, 
of course, denounced it, did it not? Nay; with one 
or two small but honorable exceptions, the various 
denominations were the foremost apologists for, and 
often the thick and thin defenders of, man-stealing. 
The churchianity of the United States was three 
thousand years behind. the Judaism of Moses, which 
denounced man-stealing. Individual pulpits were 
found refusing to bow the knee to American Baal. 
But as organized bodies, the denominations condoned 
the sin—when they did not defend it. In the same 
breath, they branded the Abolitionists as fanatics, 
meddling with what did not concern them, and anath- 
ematized them as Infidels assaulting the order of 
providence. Impious parsons hid the devil behind 
the Bible, and asked: “Did not Abraham own 
slaves? and did not Paul return the runaway Onesi- 
mus?" It is shameful, but it is the fact, that only 
yesterday in the great republic, the Declaration of 


Independence was treason, and the Golden Rule was 


heresy. 

Take temperance. Every race has its passional 
tendency, its characteristic vice. Intemperance is 
ours. Drunkenness is in the Anglo-Saxon blood. 
As we first appear in history, Tacitus paints us as 
gluttons and drunkards. In the old German forests 
our forefathers’ idea of heaven was & drunken revel. 

Now, science invents and fetches to such a blood & 
cheap stimulus—slcohol; so cheap that a working. 
man can earn enough in a day to keep him drunk for 
a week. Ninety per cent of the crime, say the law- 
yers, an equally excessiv proportion of the taxation, 
say the statesmen, are the spawn of rum. Homes 
ave broken up, lives are wrecked, perdition is popu- 
lated by this vice. For half a century, a temperance 
crusade has been carried on to redeem the holy land 
of man’s body and soul desecrated by the worse than 
Turkish tyranny of the brandy bottle and the whisky 
keg.. Facts hav been collected, parties hav been 
rallied, legislatures hav been besieged, great states 
hav been put on the witness-stand. But where has 
the church been? Isolated pulpits hav stood em- 
battled among the crusaders. But the prominent 
pulpits, the fashionabie pulpits, the wealthy pulpits, 
are SO intently watching the pews that they cannot 
see the drunkard. Or if jogged and forced to look 
at him, they advise him to be more moderate—for- 
getful of Dr. Johnson's confession: “I can abstain ; 
I can’t be moderate.” And they hav obstructed and 
continue to obstruct tempersnee by flaunting the 
example of Jesus as an argument against it. To in- 
dividual clergymen tempsrance owes much. But to 
churchianity it owes nothing. ; 

Take the effort to broaden the sphere cf women. 
Forty years ago woman in fhe land of Jefferson was 
shut up in eastern seclusion. If she belonged to the 
wealthier class, she was imprisoned in a gilded cage, 
like a pet canary. She was regarded ss a piece of 


animated bric-a brae. 


She hed privileges but not 
rights. She was given compliments instead of jus- 
tice. If she belonged to the poorer class, she was 
the drudge of the household. Whether rich or poor 
ske was held to be guilty of her sex. As wife, she 
was merged in her husband. As mother, she had no 
claim upon her own offspring. As daughter, she 
was dwarfad by ker brothers. As woman, she was 
ranked with “ children and idiots.” Her sex excluded 
her from every bread-winning avocation save tesch- 
ing and the needle. As all female bread-winners 
were crowded into these two callings, they were so 
overcrowded that a woman thrown on her own exer- 
tions had to choose between starvation and a life of 
shame. 

U this has bean changed. The statute books of 
forty states hav been remodeled. Tae sphere of 
women has been broadened to include everything 
God made her able to do—is almost ccéxtensiv with 
man's, Even the colleges hav conceded to the sisters 
of Madame de Siásl and Charlotte Bronté, of Maria 
Mitchell and Mrs. Browning, brains enough to study 
Greek aid Latin in annexes. 

Meanwhile, churchianity has besn the resolute 
opposer of every single step forward. It has flung 
Paul in the facs of woman, presisely as it threw 
Onesimus in the faca of the slave and the example of 
Jesus in the face of tamperanee. Hore again individ- 
ual clergymen only make the exception that proves 
the rule. 

Take the labor movement—the movement of the 
masses against the classes, in Gladstone’s phrase— 
the movement of the toilers to rescue from the 
elutekes of work and wealth, shorter hours and a 
share in the profits. This movement, the world over, 
is the latest and largest of miracles. From Russia 
to the United States, labor is marshaling its forces 
to day for the purpose of eoniroliug to-morrow. 

Straws show which way the wind is blowing. One 
of these tell-tale straws is the popular outery against 
trusis, monopolies, and the protean shapes assumed 
by illusiv and aggressiv capital. Another, is the 
multiplication of labor organizations, and the rapid 
gravitation of these toward federation. Another, is 
the sale within a few months of two hundred and 
fifty thousand copies of Edward Bellamy’s industrial 
romance—a book which owes its phenomenal success 
to no spacial charm of style, still less to sny novelty 
of suggestion, but only to the universal interest in 
the industria! question. 

Churchianity takes no interest in it, never diseusses 
it, knows nothing about it. The preachers are too 
busy bombarding the Pharisees cf old to train their 
guns on the Pharisees of the nineteenth century. 
They only say: “ Bless us! what a nois» those fel- 
lows in their shirt-sleeves are making out there. Let 
us sing the Dozology.” 

Henry of Navarre wrote to his friend Chillon: 
“We hav conquered ab Argues, et tu n'y étais pas” 
(You were not there, my Chillon). So the reformers 
may say to churchianity, “You were noi with us.” 
Or if ehurehianity was on the battlefield, it has 
always been in the ranks of the enemy. 

The slave cried: “Church of the living God, help 
me to liberty " And churchianity replied: “Be 
quiet. You are black. Stay where you are, for we 
are trying’ to send the free colored people back to 
Afriéa.” Temperanes cries: ^ Christians, aid us to 
medicate this cancer of drunkenness which is eating 
out the vitals of civilization" And churchiasity ra- 
sponds: “Did not Peul advise Timothy to take a 
little wine for his stomach’s sake?’ Woman cries: 
“I am trembling betwoen starvation and the brothel. 
Open to me broader avenues of osoupation.” And 
churchianity answers, “Fie! For shame! Do you 
want to unsex yourself? Go home and darn stook- 
ings and rock a cradle.” Labor cries: “ Giv me a 
chance. I want shorter hours, batter wages, more 
bread on the table, and part ownership in what I 
make.” And Christianity whispers: "Sh! Capital 
rents the psws, pays for the music, and psironizes 
the parson. We'll open a soup-house. We'll build 
a mission chapel on a side street and name it ‘St. 
Lazarus. " 


——— 
Ix an opening speech at the annual meeting of the 
American Baptist Missionary Union, in Chicago, the 
president of the Union, George W. Northrup, D D., 
LL.D., who is also president of the Morgan Park 
Theological Seminary, made these statements rogard- 
ine the failure of Christianity in the world. “There 


x» 


are to-day one billion heathen, while at the beginning 
of the Christian era there were only six hundred 
millions—an actual incresse of four hundred millions 
after the lapse of eighteen centuries. Again, during 
the era of modern missions—the last one hundred 
years—the heathen population hes inersased two 
hundred millions, while the number converted to 
Christianity from the whole heathen world is esti- 
mated at three millions, Another fact is that there 
are three hundred million nominal Christians belong- 
ing to organizations thoroughly corrupt and worldly, 
Christians only in name: while, of the one hundred 
million Protestant Christians, the great mass are, ag 
we hav said, worldly, apathetic, sleeping as if drugged 
by some fatal opiate.” 
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remittance ...........- sees ee sene nuo seno n nena noe n sese son aaue 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remittance ...........-. eee eee seen ene seen nasse hans aso s saooe 10 00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. i 


Tux book department of this office is very busily 
engaged just now in mailing the hundreds of our 
Pictorial Text-Book which hav been bought in ad- 
vance. The books hav to be sent to the post-office 
by wagon-loads. 

The delay in issuing has been due to the usual 

. procrastination of printers, who break presses and 
hav other troubles at just the wrong times. The 
foreman of the press-room reports also that he had 
to watch these books with unusual care, lest the 
employees of his place—all Ohristians, by the way— 
should carry them off. Their motiv in this, he said, 
was to plague other good Ohristians by showing the 
pictures and asking them what they had to say about 
it anyway. 

On the last page of this number of Taz Trourz 

 Szzkzs will be found an advertisment of the book 
which givs a good idea of its contents and arrange- 
ment; and shows, too, something of the Jarge 

. amount of labor necessary to its preparation. We 
think that a perusal of the advertisment will con- 
vince anyone that the work will fulfill its purpose, 
and is cheap at two dollars. Having arrived at this 
conclusion, we trust each reader who has not already 
done so will forward his order. 

——— a aa ——M 


The Phenomena of Conversion. 


As a philosophical analysis of the phenomenon of 
Ohristian conversion, the being “born again,” as the 
Methodists and other religious sentimentalists phrase 
it, we can recommend Samuel P. Putnam’s new book, 
" My Religious Experience.” Mr. Putnam has been 
through the fire, or through that period of existence 
when the heart dominates the brain, and unreasoning 
sentiment takes complete possession of the mind, 
holding it captiv to the feelings given by heredity, 
custom, environment. He can point to the precise 
moment when this occurred, when from an unreason- 
ing unbeliever he was changed into a still more un- 
reasoning believer. In the twinkling of an eye, every 
one of his doubts was removed, overwhelming joy fol- 
lowed, and he “ rose triumphant” over every evil by 
which he was surrounded. It took him twenty years 
to get out of this hole, with incidental backslidings, 
and to land at last upon the solid ground of science. 

Mr. Putnam is the son of a minister, but he took 
little stock in Ohristianity in his early days. By 
nature a poet, Shelley early led him into the path 
toward sentimental Atheism. In this mood he en- 
listed in the army, and held what he thought were 
his convictions until he caught the camp-fever. 
Oamp-fever, he says, is nothing in particular, but 
bad all around. Like sea-sickness, it makes the vic- 
tim wish it were fatal. Suffering from this, he was 
about to giv up the duties of a soldier and go to the 
hospital, when word reached his corps that Stonewall 
Jackson was after them. If this news had had the 
effect upon all the army that it did upon Mr. Put- 
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nam, the church ought to hav engaged Stonewall 
as a revivalist. The victim of camp-fever had to 
shoulder his musket and start toward Washington, 
end it was upon this march that Jesus appeared to 
him as did the vision to Saul of Tarsus. He wan- 
dered back to childhood and infancy as through a 
living world. Home came before him with its sweet 
scenes, and mingled with the pictures the teachings 
he had received from father and mother—the milder 
aspect of religion, not the wrath of God or the fires 
of hell, but the love of Jesus. Vividly appeared the 
cross and the illustrious sufferer upon it. With 
overwhelming power sounded the appeal he had so 
often heard, “ Surrender to Jesus." He was looking 
at the eross shining against an ineffable halo. There 
was no fear in his emotions. It was simply attrac- 
tion. It was the tenderness of Ohrist that charmed 
him, the glorious sacrifice, the divinity coming to 
earth and dying to save. “Simply to thy cross I 
cling,” was the unspoken song of his heart. He be- 
held no flames of vengeance, only the exquisitly 
beautiful vision of a lovely and noble being ready to 
help. Suddenly out of his weakness, his suffering, 
the pain, the weariness, and the despair, his heart 
cried out, “ʻI surrender!" There was no reserve. 
It was like taking the hand of a friend and going 
with him, not because he feared him, but because he 
loved him. An indescribable sweetness and delight 
at once took possession of his being. He was in a 
new world apparently. He was exultant, victorious. 
As if by magie, every pain went away. He was no 
longer burdened, no longer weary. His step was 
light. He was supremely happy, as if a crown had 
been placed upon his head. 

Thus in his exquisit way he tells of the Sentimental 
change resulting from camp-fever and the proximity 
of Stonewall Jackson. He remained many mozths 
in the army, was promoted to captain, and at the 
close of the war resigned his commission and went 
into the minister business. In this he drifted about 
from Massachusetts to Nebraska, his brain gradually 
resuming its sway, until the crisis came at Omaha 
where he was settled over a Unitarian church. He 
had invited a Materialist lecturer, Mr. B. F. Under- 
wood, to deliver one of his lectures in his pulpit. 
The discourse was scientific and Materialistic, un- 
clothed in any rhetorical garb, and its bare state- 
ments shocked Mr. Putnam’s people. Our preacher, 
however, agreed fully with the lecture, and it oc- 
curred to bim that in filling a Unitarian pulpit he 
was occupying a false position. The strongest part 
of Mr. Putnam's nature is a hearty honesty and sin- 
cerity of conviction, and as might be expected, his 
resignation, when he found that he was no longer a 
Christian, was promptly given to his congregation. 
But absolute freedom had not yet come; he was an 
optimist, and his nature could not accept cold Ma- 
terialism and bare facts. He was “‘in the cloudlands, 
and the gorgeous colors of imagination did not allow 
him to see things as they are.” Tossed upon a sea 
of uncertainty, under the impulse of feeling, he 
crawled back into the Unitarian fold, and located at 
Northfield, Mass., the home of Moody the revivalist. 
But, studying Moody's sermons, he found that Chris- 
tianity was dead to him. Orthodoxy became unen- 
durable; it was a prison-house, gloomy and terrible. 


While at Northfield, he seems to hav really awak- 
ened for the first fime since the camp-fever and 
Stonewall Jackson converted him. “Looking over 
the vast spaces I had traversed,” he says, “I won- 
dered. It seemed as if I could go no further away, 
that I had reached the ultima thule of intellectual 
wandering, and was safe at last in a realm of thought 
the most beautiful and entrancing possible. Yet I 
was destined to a change more deep and awful. 
The dream world was shattered, and -I was carried 
onward amidst the storms of thought farther from 
my beautiful faith than that faith itself was from the 
shadows of orthodoxy.” This change from a con- 
glomeration of optimism, transcendentalism, theoso- 
phy, and pantheism, which satisfied for the time his 
poetic yearnings, and which he sought to cherish, was 
a change to Atheism. “The utter falseness of the 
philosophy of feeling was burnt in upon my soul with 
agonies unutterable.” The question he was obliged 
to meet was the existence of God. “If there is 
really a God, man must be a machine. So far as 
there is a particle of liberty there is no God. Every 
advance of freedom is the destruction of deity. God, 
by the definition, is infinit. If existing, he is an 
infinit despot, all-in-all. One ray of liberty, there- 


fore, dethrones him, for if the despotism ceases to be 

infinit, so does the deity who makes it, and cannot, 

therefore, be God; that is, the infinit. In this sense, 

therefore, there is an elernal conflict between God 

and man—between deity and rights. God by his 
very nature is the foe of human rights. Whatever 

form he may take; however gentle and beautiful ; 

however lovable; whether as a personality or no per- 

sonality; whether as a conscious being or not; 

whether outside of the universe or inside of it as a 

pervading soul, whatever aspect the God idea takes 

it is the subtle and enormous foe of liberty. If God 

is not a fact but simply an idea, that idea being 

formulated out of the sentiments, and not by reason 

—sentiments which, however good and sweet them- 

selvs, are blind and imperious—that idea becomes 

equally tyrannical with the supposed fact, and there- 

fore it is as necessary to the liberty of man to abolish 

the belief in God as it would be to abolish God, if it 

were granted that such a being was in existence. 

This was the terrific and, for the time being, be- 
wildering question that was thrust upon me. It was 
no longer of the intellect and heart, but of the moral 
nature and conscience. It was a question between 
liberty and slavery. To vindicate liberty I must de- 
throne God. I must dethrone the idea, however 
reverenced and entrancing. I must dethrone the 

sentiments as arbiters of truth, and stand simply and 
solely by the intellect. I found the sentiments to be 
the most cruel of masters—cruel as the Inquisition 

itself, blind and terrible, unreasoning and irrespon- 
sible.” 


The dream fabric of transcendentalism was swept 
awsy, and he felt thankful for the catastrophe. The 
skies were swept clear of gods and divinities. The 
stars rolled on, but they no longer told of deity. 
The sun no longer blazoned a supernal glory. It 
was Simple earth and man that he was to deal with 
thereafter. And as there is more of earth and man 
to the square inch in New York than anywhere else, 
he came to this city—the “epitome of the world,’ 
where there is “virtue, lofty and shining, and crime 
lurid, yet flashing in its tempestuous fires with a 
Lucifer-like effulgence.” Amidst these rushing 
streams and furious oppositions, mingled with all 
that art and poetry and philosophy can giv of 
beauty, of delight, of wisdom, Stonewall Jackson’s 
convert sought to build up a new faith that might 
take the place of the old. How well he succeeded, 
aided by Ingersoll, Andrews, Wakeman, and the 
Liberal Olub, the fascinating record of his religious 
experiences bears evidence. He proposes to die, 
when the time unhappily comes, an Infidel. 


And now, what is “conversion”—the cataclysmal 
topsy-turvy which people turn under the influence 
of emotion? Mr. Putnam's new birth was as sudden 
as Paul's, as genuin as Bunyan’s or any other saints. 
There was “the same surrender, the same wonderful 
ecstasy, the same transformation of purpose, the 
same change of character.” It was a fact; he was 
“converted” as radically as any human being was 
ever converted. Like Mary Alacoque, who in her 
cataleptic attacks had visions of bleeding saints, 
Putnam saw a picture of Jesus upon the cross, 
“loving me and dying for me.” Again, like this 
ehureh saint, when, recovering from an attack of pa- 
ralysis, she renounced her family and “ became abso- 
lutely passiv to the will of God,” Mr. Putnam sur- 
rendered to Jesus and felt for hima passionate 
adoration, abandoning himself without any thought 
of reward “to a being whose loveliness compelled 
from him all thought of his own personal welfare." 
Mary Alacoque was deemed by the abbess of Paray, 
to whom she dedicated some erotic verses about the 
love of Jesus, to be insane, and undoubtedly she 
was. The Christian theologian, however, ascribes 
such changes and abandonment to an ideal, directly 
to the spirit of God. It is called a “miracle of 
grace,” an exhibition of supernatural power pro- 
duced by the influence of God on the soul; a spirit- 
ual motion; a putting of God’s spirit into us. Mr. 
Putnam, however, appealing from Philip drunk to 
Philip sober, agrees more nearly with the abbess of 
Paray than with the theologians. Oonversion, he 
says, is the direct offspring of unhappiness. The 
experience is a rebound from human misery. If one 
were perfectly happy and all his environments agree- 
able, there would be no “ new birth.” The success 
of revivals is in proportion to business depression 
and misfortunes in the community. The Holy 
Spirit prevails along with earthquakes, floods, and 
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epidemics. 
less, metaphorically speaking, he is “flat on his 
back." When one is upright and prosperous he 
takes very little stock in regeneration. When he is 
sick and on his death-bed, or is poor and cut of 
work, and this world presents a gloomy aspect, 
it is thén one begins to think of another and 
a brighter world. Being stranded in time, he 
begins to bank on eternity. When the pockets 
are empty here the golden harp has a great 
attraction. When there is no food.for the hungry 
stomach the wine and grapes of the New Jerusalem 
make an alluring display. When the back aches, and 
the heart aches, “heavenly rest” is seductiv. The 
origin of the Christian religion, and of all religions, 
is the misery of man. Man is a religious animal 
because he is an unhappy animal.. The universality 
of religion is based upon the universality of suffer- 
ing. Take away suffering, and religion would cease 
to be. The first priest was a medicin man, and every 
priest to-day is a medicin man. He flourishes on 
the ills of humanity. He is for the sick-bed, and not 
for the mart or the bright, green fields where happi- 
ness reigns. Destroy all disease, and every church 
would go by the board. 

Mr. Putnam claims, slso, that not only is conver- 
sion the result of unfortunate surroundings, but is an 
abnormal state of the physical being. It is an exhi- 
bition of disease itself. There is something wrong 
with the natural body when the “new birth” 
occurs. I believe, he says, that clairvoyance, 
mediumship, second sight, and spiritual ecstasies of 
every kind are the result of ill health. Conversions 
belong to this class of phenomena. They are a 
mental fever, a kind of insanity. They cannot last. 
It is impossible for a human being to remain a great 
while in a state of “conversion.” This shows that 
it is the result of extraordinary conditions of the 
body. Bad livers are a fruitful source of conver- 
sions. Indigestion is frequently on the “side of 
the Lord.” Pain is productiv of piety. Almost 
every saint is on the sick-list, and Zion is the home 
of invalide. 

Mr. Putnam places the “camp-fever” among the 
antecedents of his “change of heart.” Not the less 
real was the change; not the less real was the faith 
that resulted from it. 

Again, there are not only physiological reasons 
but psychological reasons as well. The influence of 
the supposed spirit of God is altogether subjectiv, 
says our recovered patient, and not objectiv. The 
peace, the serenity, come from an absolute submis- 
sion. There is always a Struggle before conversion, 
which is the end of the struggle. Naturally there 
comes a feeling of relief. The battleis over. There 
is nothing more to be done. 

These physiological and psychological elements, 
says Mr. Putnam, explain all the phenomena of 
“conversion.” In some cases it is no more than a 
bodily excitement created by abnormal physical con- 
ditions. In some cases it is no more than the ex- 
ultation of escaping the miseries of this world by 
faith in the glories of the hereafter. In its higher 
forms of mental exhilaration it is simply that natural 
peace and serenity which comes from the cessation 
of struggle, and calm submission to an eternal fate, 
or in its very highest and most radiant splendor it 
is that sublime snd delectable sentiment which re- 
sults from the surrender of the whole mind, heart, 
and soul to the grandeur of idea! goodness. 

This analysis is complete, and ought be satisfac- 
tory to our Christian friends. But there are other 
phenomena connected with the new birth which it 
does not touch. We should intensely enjoy a knowl- 
edge of why a converted colored Methodist is more 
dangerous to a henroost than other men and breth- 
ren, and why a Methodist preacher, full of the holy 
spirit, is more dangerous to the chastity of women 


than an unconverted mortal. 
—————— A .99—————— 


The Popes Humbug Wail. 

About three times a year the pilot fish of the papal 
shark sends out a proclamation that the pirate of the 
religious sea will swim out of Rome. This is the 
latest of such proclamations, given to the world 
through the Manchester, Eng., Courier : 

‘(In consequence of the fierce persecution of the church, 
which is the policy of Crispi, the pope will soon issue a 
manifesto to the Roman Catholics throughout the world, 
giving his intention of leaving Rome, together with his court 
and all his adherents. From a practical point of view this 
means ruin to Rome, for with the pontiff will go the cardi- 


One is very seldom “converted” un- | nals, the prelates, and a vast number of persons who annually 


come to Rome as pilgrims. In fact, commercial ruin stares 
innkeepers and shopkeepers in the face. Still, it is impos- 
sible for any earnest Christian even now to liv in Rome, 
which is fast becoming the headquarters of Atheism and 
Freethought. The shop windows are full of shocking car- 
icatures of the deity, license is allowed for blasphemy, and 
its indecency has never been surpassed in history, even dur- 
ing the French year of 1793.” 

The proclamation is a humbug. The pope is not 
persecuted, he is only made to mind his own business, 
and he will not leave Rome. Hecould not be driven 
out with a club. 

The idea in sending out such notices is to obtain 
sympathy from Catholic nations for the pope, and to 
enlist foreign interference in his behalf with the 
Italian government. The notices are as futil, how- 
ever, as they are untruthful. The days of religious 
statehood are passed, and the world will not again 
See à sovereign pope making and unmaking kings 
and ruling the world from a papal throne. 

—— — 949 .99———————— 
Going too Far. 

Since the enactment of Jaws that made books and 
papers unmailable because of their obscene, indecent, 
or immoral quality or “tendency,” it has often hap- 
pened that the postal department has, by the advice 
of its attorney-general, excluded or held back books 
or papers, passing upon them as being unmailable 
* under the law.” So far the law has directly provided 
for the prosecution only of those persons who deposit 
in the mail printed matter that a jury can he found to 
declare unmailable, but perhaps by implication the law 
makes it possible for postal officials, if so advised by 
their official attorneys, to exclude prints without jury 
trial. This function has at all events been assumed by 
the department in Washington, and more than once 
even petty postmasters hav taken it upon themselvs to 
*follow master" It is not likely that this method 
of enforcing the laws has ever been thought of or in- 
tended; but it has eventuated, and practically consti- 
tutes postmasters censors of the press, so far as the 
privileges of the mails are concerned. 

Ifa citizen bein doubt as to the mailability of & 
book he may submit it to the postal department for 
Opinion, may get an opinion, favorable or adverse, but 
there is no provision of law entitling a citizen to such 
an official judgmeat, and if he can obtain a favorable 
decision upon any particular book he may neverthe- 
less be prosecuted and convicted for mailing it, if a 
jury happen to differ in opinion from the official de- 
cision, and Judges Foster of Kansas, Carpenter of 
Boston, or Benedict of New York would probably 
not permit evidence as to the prévious official decision 
to be put in on trial to influence the jury. 

On the other hand, if the post-office officials rule 
against a book and on jury trial the mailer of it be ac- 
quitted, there is no provision of mai? laws by which the 
publisher could compel the post-office official to accept 
and mail the book; though we presume he could re- 
gort to acivil suit for damages, or some expensiv 
mode of injunction to restrain the official person in- 
terfering with his citizen rights to use of mails. 

It is therefore very evident that if there were an 
intention to establish a United States censorship of 
the press, ib has been very imperfectly and unfairly 
done, and the whole matter needs careful considera- 
tion, and a revised action which shall enable a citizen 
to know his lawful rights and the offisials to under- 
stand the limitations of their powers of interference 
and suppression. 

These thoughts are revived—for they are old no- 
tions with us—-by an occurrence which has waked up 
the newspaper press to the fact that a press cen- 
sorship has insidiously grown like a fungus on the 
post-office department, and is being exercised there 
ad libitum. ; 

The operations of this sorb heretofore hav not ap- 
peared to be of sufficient importance io attract the 
notice and remarks of editors of the big dailies, but 
the ruling adverse ,to Tolstoi’s “ Kreutzer Sonata” 
has aroused them to talk of “‘ dangerous precedents,” 
“ paternalism,” “ no power of national government to 
regulate morals of American homes,” “ governed too 
much,” “too much of this meddling business,” etc ; 
and even an administration organ says distinctly that 
this censorship has not publie approval, and is likely 
to lead to “sequences that the American people 
never would permit.” 

This official slop-over, this error of going too far 
in censorship, occurred opportunely to call forth 
public sentiment on this matter at a time when eyen 


: 
greater restrictions by mail laws are ready for action 


in bills before Congress. . 

We are, of course, glad that official interference 
with the people’s rights has at last brought forth a 
general outburst of indignant rebuke from the sec- 
ular press, and a protest against this attempt at ex- 
ercise of censorship power in the United States post- 
office. 

Although this has called attention to the fact that 
though there is no provision in the United States Con- 
stitution for exercising any censorship of the press, 
nor any law really enacted for the purpose, it is 
nevertheless true that this function has been exer- 
cised, apparently under sanction of laws limiting the 
use of the mails, by officials who assume to hav the 
right to pass upon the moral quality of literature 
offered for mailing. 

This assumption of authority is no new thing, as 
in matters of less public importance it has been 
employed for nearly fifteen years against individuals 
who had not the means to cope with the United 
States government as represented by officials usurp- 
ing unconstitutional powers. These petty cases hav 
attracted no considerable attention, and created only 
indignation among a select few of those who hay 
valued and wished to guard and preserve the liber- 
ties of the press, as provided for in our Constitution; 
but this attempt to curtail the privileges of large 
numbers of the people by denying them the getting 
of a popular book by mail has inaugurated a revolt 
which may be of great service to the cause of free / 
press and free mails. 

It is necessary to state here as part of the history 
of this governmental assault on the “ Kreutzer So- 
nata,” that it is credibly reported from Washington 
that the postmaster-general denies responsibility for 
this action, and stands ready tv reverse the decision 
of his subordinates if anyone will take the trouble to 
appeal for such favorable action in behalf of the 
book; but no one appeals, no one recognizes tha 
ruling-out ; even local postmasters ignore it, the ful- 
minators of the “ bull” are in general contempt, and 
this department of the government in an amusing 
dilemma. 

If officialdom believed its decision would be 
echoed by a jury of twelve men ina United States 
court, there would no doubt be a prosecution of 
some one somewhere to vindicate the majesty of the 
government and the wisdom of ‘its censors, but such 
8 prosecution, in spite of no end of offenses, is not 
begun ; and the moral is that these censors should 
be sure they are right before they go ahead; or 
better, let this questionable function alone, that they 
may be sure to commit no nuisance. 

—— ib aaa aeann 

Mr. A. B. CURTIS uses a column and a half of Unity to 
explain ‘‘ why men do not believe the Bible to-day.” He 
might hav cut his essay short by writing that men do not 
believe the Bible because they hav found that its statements 
are untrue. 


Tas New Hampshire Sentinel reports that all the ministers 
of Keene, with the exception of the Catholic priest and the 
Episcopal rector, hav left town on vacations, and says that 
the laity are commenting unfavorably upon the fact. This 
state of things is reully too bad; but the laity now hav an 
excellent opportunity to see how easy they can get along 
without the dominies, and what utterly useless parasites the 
clergy are. 


Some one sends us a copy of the San Antonio, Tex., 
Express, containing a eulogy of a '' Col. L. F. Copeland of 
Pennsylvania," an orator who '* answers” Colonel Ingersoll, 
with the query on the margin, ‘‘ Who is this Copeland?” 
We cannot answer the question. If he isso great as the 
Hizpress correspondent asserts he would hav been heard 
from nearer the center of the country, and all would know 
him. Probably the eulogy was written by himself. 


A PRESBYTERIAN preacher who writes for a syndicate of 
papers has sent this wail out in the country: ‘‘Is the 
United States a Christian nation? Probably nine hundred 
and ninety-nine intelligent persons out of every one thousand 
would answer this question in the afirmativ; and rightly, 
because a very large majority of the most intelligent 
inhabitants of this country consider themselvs Chris- 
tians, which very naturally causes them fb speak of the 
United States as a Christian nation. But officially speaking 
the United States is not a Christian nation; its Constitution, 
owing to a grievous oversight on the part of our forefathers, 
caused doubtless by the wave of Atheism which swept over 
the civilized world about the time that the foundation of our 
present government was being laid, does not recognize the 
existence of a supreme being.” Exactly! But if this is not 
officially a Christian nation, and if less than one-third of the 
population are members of the Christian church, what be- 
comes of the intelligent persons who answer the question in 
the affirmativ? The country is civilized, dear Presbyterian 
preacher, and therefore not Christian. 
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Zetters fram dfriends. 


JASPER, ALA., Aug. 6, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: I wish to ask Henry Rowley one or two 
Questions : 

1. Can there be responsibility under compulsion ? 

2. Must we not hav liberty or freedom before we can be 
held responsib!e ? 

Unless we hav freedom we are slaves to the power that 
prevents. : 

Mr. Rowley’s answers to Mr. Chapin's questions are 
-evasiv. Because Mr. Huxley or Darwin are superior does 
that giv them the right to make slaves or deny freedom ? 

J. K. Deserta. 


8 


Sr. Joans, Aniz., July 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: In your issue of July 12th, under the caption 
of “Heywood, Harman, and Reed,” is an article by Converse 
Close which, to my mind, voices the sentiments of all fair 
and right-minded people. For my part I hav no use for 
cranks, Anarchists, or immoral monstrosities, and that class 
of cattle are not martyrs in any sense, nor do they deserve 
the sympathy of any good citizen, Liberal or otherwise. I 
am an outspoken Liberal and one known all over the terri- 
tory as one who not only disbelieves in the Bible and its 
teachings, but despises the dirty book. I had rather shake 
the hand of a contemptible petty larceny thief than the 
hand of a hypocrit. A hypocrit is more despicable than the 

ordinary liar or thief. ALBERT F. Banta. 


Lost VarrEky, Orz., July 25, 1890. 

Mr. Epiroz: Find inclosed money for the book of pict- 
ures. My vote is for the pictures every time. And as for 
hurting the Christian’s feelings, there never was a time 
when he tried to spare the feelings of him that honestly dif- 
fered from him ; his common cry is, ** Oh, you don't believe 
what you say—you say 80 to be different from others." He 
is not willing to acknowledge you can differ from him and 
be honest in your belief. John Peck is worth one-half of 
your writers. If we had & few more Liberals like him we 
would hav a good deal less law against us. In Oregon we 
work Sunday or Saturday or any day we feel like it. There 
is more religious freedom here than in any other place. 
Over two-thirds are Liberals, only so many do not work for 


the cause. Arex. HARDIE. 
Crara, La., Aug. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav taken Tae TRUTH SEEKER since 


Anthony Comstock’s attack on D. M. Bennett, and hav done 
what I could to add to its subscription list; hav sent it 
about thirty new subscribers in all, some of which are per- 
manent members of Taz TRUTH SEEKER family, while some 
failed to. renew when their subscription expired. I always 
giv away my papers after I hav read them, usually sending 
them by mail to those who I think will read them. My 
family all read and enjoyed Taz Trura Seeker. My 
mother, who died last February, aged eighty-six years, 
always read Taz TRUTH SEEKER first, though we took sev- 
eral other papers. 

I regard the editorial management of the paper for the last 
few years as just perfect. May the Editor liv long and 
prosper. I. L. ALLEN. 


Warnout Grove, Kan., Aug. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Jenny Linn, wife of our old Liberal friend, 
Jesse B. Linn, living at Caurson’s Grove, Mitchell county, 
Kan., died August 18t, at four o'clock, at the age of thirty- 
five years. She leaves 8 husband and several children to 
mourn her death. She was respected and loved by all who 
: knew her. She was a loving, tender mother ; an affectionate 
wife; a justand upright neighbor, and an honor to the com- 
munity in which she lived, always ready and willing to help 
the needy and the distressed. To know her was to admire 
her. She was a true Liberal in her belief. Having been 
brought up under strict church influence until after her 
marriage, she then commenced to think for herself and 
&ct accordingly. She maintained her right mind and was 
sensible up to within a very short time of her death. Her 
husband asked her if she had changed her mind in regard to 
her belief, and she said that she had not. He then asked 
her if she wanted a preacher to preach her funeral, and she 
said that she did not, but if they said anything at her 
funeralshe wanted some of our people, a Liberal if any at 
all. Yours truly, W. H. Noaz. 


ByRAOpsE, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been absent from home several weess, 
nearly four of which I spent with our good friends the 
Geigers in Hudson. How is it, if one wishes to find persons 
who are really awake to the alarming strides which the 
church is making toward controling the government, that 
we must go among people born in monarchial countries? 
I do not mean that an American is willing that our govern- 
ment should become ecclesiastic, but we are so slow to see 
danger, so slow to use ‘‘ the ounce of prevention” which is 
** worth more than the pound of cure.” The Geigers were 
born in Germany. They know the meaning of monarchy, 
and hence are awake to the needs of wise precaution. Hav 
you ever been in Hudson, a little city so satisfied with itself 
that it makes no attempt at growth? Iremember sixty-five 
years ago my father talking about the city of Hudson, and 
saying, among other things, that they had Universalist 
preaching there. At that time Universalism was heresy, 
more to be avoided than Freethought to-day. At first 
thought, it seemed strange to me that, having so many years 
a Liberal church in Hudson, there should not be a large 
Secular League in a flourishing condition, but perhaps it is 
because, having destroyed the hell of Christianity, they do 
not realize that the hell which the church is preparing for us 


in this present life will, if allowed its way, be as intolerable 
as the one which has been the dread of a!l believers. 
Faithfully yours, Lvox N. Cotman. 


Evuxnzxa, CAL., July 7, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Ever since the pictures commenced in THE 
TRUTH SsrKer I hav made it a practice to cut out those on 
the last page and paste them into a scrap.book. Being well 
acquainted with the Bible, I cen appreciate them. Is there 
any hope of those pictures ever being printed in book form ? 
If so, I will no longer cut them out of the paper. If printed, 
I should want several copies. As our Eureka clergymen re- 
lieve me of the task of praying, they doing it for me, 1 should 
like to reciprocate the favor by sending them those Bible 
pictures. The fact is, I love to worry them, and they hav 
lost all courage to retaliate; afew of them tried it and got 
worsted, so I hav the field to myself. 

Is it not a pity that our friends, Heywood and Harman, 
cannot keep out of the Obscenity business? They do the 
cause more harm than good. I hav no doubt that sexual 
abuses exist, but it isso absurd to describe them, as that 
cannot remedy the evil. Mrs. Heywood seems to hav a 
prurient taste for obscene expressions. No doubt to her 
they convey nothing wrong, but she ought to consider that 
few people are like her. ROBERT GUNTHER. 

[We shali print the Bible pictures in book form. We 
hope, also, to soon resume their publication in Tae TRUTH 
BEEKER. Mr. Heston is seeking health among the mountains 
of Colorado; may he find it speedily! His address is still 
Carthage, Mo., as his wife will forward letters.—Ep. T. S.] 


Resp Canon, Wyo., Aug. 4, 1890. 

Mr. EprroEg: The conviction of an immortality is the pri- 
mal nucleus around which superstitions cluster. 

The man who offers another a bribe is apt to be angry if 
his offer is refused, also he who attempts to terrify another 
becomes indignant if his attempt fails. We hav all heard 
Spiritualists, ofthe Christian and Antichristian sorts, expati- 
ate upon their supposed paradise, and they declare that it is 
a place more congenial to believers than unbelievers. In 
short, he who accepts the proof and believes will be favored 
in paradise, but he who rejects it will be more or less 
damned. Here is the bribe on the one hand, the attempt to 
strike terror on the other. 

He who preaches paradise or spirit-land to impress those 
who hear him must clothe himself with an assumed au- 
thority. Thus Gods were invented that priests might be re- 
spected. Thus occult powers, inspiration, special com- 
munion with spirits, etc., hav been asserted for the same 
purpose. Where one man convinces another that he receives 
authority from a God or spirits, has occult powers or is in 
spired, he becomes the guardian of his convicted subject. 
The convert is the slave, he the master. The convert has 
accepted the bribe in the form of future bliss, and the holy 
agent has one more fish in his net. Of course, as long as 
some men are weak enough to be frightened by a threat or 
to accept a bribe mediumistic and clerical, speculators will 
sell shares in paradise and their slave trade will continue. 
Immortality is the very alcohol of superstition, and the 
apathy to this life which its narcotic properties induce is a 
condition most favorable to superstitious growth. 

Dr. C. E. BOYNTON. 


Nzwanx, N. J., Aug. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Last week I missed your cartoons.* Your 
paper did not look natural, but if they are too expensiv 
I suppose your subscribers can do without them. Poor 
people cannot indulge in luxuries. If we can get bare 
necessities we are lucky. It is only the rich monopolists. 
officeholders, cardinals, nuncios, and Bishop Corrigan and 
| his priests, that liv in marble and brown-stone houses, that 
can get luxuries, and only Tammany chiefs that can rus- 
ticate in Germany for the good of their health while the 
poor Catholic has to eke out a miserable existence on 
the top floor of a miserable tenement house. I happened 
to meet a poor Catholic grieving for her husband. I 
asked her where her husband was. ** Dead," she answered. 
** How long has he been dead?” ‘‘ Sixteen years, and I wish 
I was dead to-go to him.” ‘‘ You would never be able to 
overtake him." ‘Do you mean that, every word?” 
** Ma'am, you gee, this planet is traveling one thousand miles 
an hour, twenty-four thousand in twenty-four hours; some 
planets thirty-five miles a second, two thousand one hun- 
dred miles a minute. Now, ma’am, I've been told a soul 
travels three times as fast. 
been traveling thirty-five miles a second for sixteen years, 
and nobody’s soul was known to travel faster, how can you 
ever think to overtake. your husband?” She did not under- 
stand the reckoning—and I did not either, so I bid her good- 
bye and told her to read Taz TRUTH SEEKER and she would 
giv less to the priest if she continued to read it a few weeks. 
She took a squint at your patriarchs, Abraham, Solomon, 
and David, and thought that they were ‘‘ quare-looking” 
disciples of God. Just then an Italian was overturning her 
garbage-box and she drove him away, and exclaimed, ‘‘You 
damned, bloody Italian, yeés Ought to be driven out of the 
country.” I answered, ‘And all the rest of the Italian 
Irish who acknowledge and worship an Italian as a God and 
holy father. All such people impoverish themselvs and 
country, and are better dead than alive, for they are only in 
people’s way. They are more dead than alive, and ought to 

be buried.” Respectfully, W. W. Morris. 


Aug. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: No subterfuge of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy can stifle or hide from the view of the people the fact 
that itis the deliberate and thoroughly organized plan of 
their priests to rob them of their hard.earned wages. Ever 


* Bee note to Robert Gunther’s letter.—Ep. T. S. 


Now, if your husband's soul has. 


since Christian rascality has had existence the way has been 
laid open to defraud the laborer by overtaxing him and all 
who labor for their own support. And who are they that 
do not pay the just share of taxes upon the property owned 
by themselvs? Itis always the pious Christians who own 
church property. They shirk out of doing justly by making 
a law to exempt their costly synagogs, cathedrals, universi- 
ties, and other places where worship is mumbled and its 
priest is paid therefor. His life is held as sacred, and is 
supported if the laborer himself with his family are starved 
out of their journey of life. Now, it is high time to do 
simple justice. Repeal all exemption laws. Collect the 
taxes on every kind ef property. Do justice to the wage- 
earners, and when this is done they can make their own 
holidays. All else in rankest mental slavery. With the 
God idea incorporated into the Constitution a class of over- 
zealous men would hasten to make known the will of a 
fabulous God, as founded on certain passages of scripture, 
and their own belief of them, which is no basis at all, for 
these beliefs and these faiths hav been wrangled over for 
fifteen centuries without the prospect of a settlement upon 
a truthful basis. What then can be done save to force man 
to accept a form of religious belief which he cannot and will 
not believe to be true? Compulsion makes man a hypo- 
crit, and less truthful, and has al! the direful effects of false- 
hood. Falsehood constitutes the basis of church organiza- 
tion to-day, as it has in the past ages, to the exclusion of 
truth. Through this false system of teaching the people are 
kept in ignorance, and for such a condition are heavily 
taxed out of their substance of living. If the priests would 
let the people alone they would fare much better, but the 
preposterous claim of delegated power over the race de- 
mands of them their earnings. We know of no power that 
will break the thraldom and release the people save the min- 
istry of angels, the bright immortal spirits. They hav 
opened channels of communication with the people of earth, 
and we believe their ministry will be permanent. They hav 
come to stay, even though the maledictions of priests may 
be loud and bitter. Man is of moreimportance than church 
dogmas. E. P. G. 


: Tynasporo, Mass , Aug. 5, 290. 

Mr. Epor: I propose the following answers to Mr. 
Chapin’s questions : 

Q. What evidence hav weof any God? A. None. A 
God who is so poor à God 8s not to be known to all asa 
God, is not worth calling a God. 

Q What evidence hav we of immortality? A. The im- 
mortals themselvs, if any. Theories and beliéfs, inspira- 
tions and testimony, do not count. When you shall hav 
lived forever you will find out. 

Q. What authority can one man rightfully hav over an- 
other? A. The authority to keep him off your toes and to 
prevent him from pulling your nose. 

Q. How is the rule of the majority any less destructiv to 
freedom than the rule of a monarch? A. By being the rule 
of the majority instead of that of a monarch. 

Q. What right does man hav to what he does not earn ? 
A. What right has a baby to his breakfast? Did you earn 
thesunlight? One has a right to what is given him by those 
who earned it. 

Q. What right has any man to hold vacant land out of use ? 
A. Tke right he has to hold a horse when he is not riding. 

Q. What right does one man, or combination of men, hav 
to monopolize theissue of money? A. The right the people 
hav, by their representativs, to see that every foolor fraud 
who takes a notion does not flood the country with worth- 
less paper and bogus coin. 

Q. On what grounds can compulsory taxation be enforced ? 
A. On the ground of common benefits. When you are ship- 
wrecked, and tumble in a boat with & score of other fellows, 
and bav to row them ashore because they are too drunk or 
too lazy to help, you will begin to learn political economy. 

Q. Are interest, rent, and profits earned by the receivers ? 
A. They are, if the receivers are printers, and hav to wear 
out $2 worth of leather to collect $1 worth of subscription. 

Q. Can they be collected without force? A. Yes, if those 
who owe it are honest and hav the lucre. 

Q. What right has a policeman to use force? A. The 
right your bired man has to protect your house, your wife, 
or yourself. That is what a policeman is. 

Q. What right has any man, or any body of men, to inter- 
fere with the absolute freedom of the human race? A. He 
doesn’t. They can’t. The absolute is irresistible. 

i Joan P. GoD. 


OVERTON, Ga., Aug. 5, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: Of all the Liberal periodicals which chance 
has permitted me to see, I like Taz Trura SEEKER best, and 
as everything should hav a reason I will explain why this 
is the case. In the first place, you do not let your prejudices 
blind your better judgment; secondly, you do not join & 
new movement until you are satisfied that it is in the line of 
progress. 

lam afraid you hav but few subscribers in this section 
ofthe country. Yet, do not take it for granted that there is 
no Rationalism among us. The trouble is that we are not 
organized. 'The Southern mind is not, as a rule, aggressiv. 
There is manifested nearly everywhere a laissez. faire senti- 
ment which says, ‘‘ Let me alone and I'll let you alone." 
Outside of the exemption of church property from taxation 
we hav hardly a grievance against the church. Again, polit- 
ical persecution has been waged against us by the general 
government so mercilessly that we Liberals hav come to 
r gard the inroads of the church as matters of slight moment. 
What with monopolies, protection for the rich, trusts, deple- 
tion of the treasury to feed pension sharks, appointment to 
office of thieving negroes by Holy John, prostitution o f 
justice by the federal courts, expulsion of legally elected 
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Congressmen, and, to crown all, that infamy of infamies, 
the Force bill—is it much less than a miracle that there 
should be a man among us bold enough to array himself 
against that giant fraud, modern Christianity? In spite of 
all this, however, we hav a large skeptical element among 

. us, and all it needs is to be aroused. The South is very 
conservativ, but all the world knows with what vim she 
takes hold of a thing when once set in motion. My opinion 
is that if the right man were to come among us giving 
Liberal talks, he could, in a short time, establish a Free- 
thought movement equal to that of any state in the Union. 
By the right man I mean one well informed, a good orator, 
and especially one who does not know more about us than 
we know about ourselvs. That last kind of a man the 
least bigoted among us cannot tolerate. 

If there is one thing, Mr. Editor, against which you mani- 
fest more opposition than another, it is papacy. In this 
war, I doubt not that you hav reason, but bear in mind the 
old adage, ** Giv the devil his due." Among the iniquities 
against which you wield your potent pen, there is one which, 
if my knowledge of history serves me right, was not inflicted 
upon us by Catholics. I mean the Sunday laws. If I am 
rightly informed, the opinion recently advanced by Cardi- 
nal Gibbons is the same that is held and acted upon by the 
mass of the Catholic world. It is a well-known fact that in 
our ultra-Catholic Southern cities the stores and theaters are 
allowed to be open and unmolested on Sunday. One good 

‘deed can sometimes atone for a mass of wrong. 

There are two reforms which, I am sorry to say, hav 
never been advocated to any extent in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
One of these is the holding of elections, state and national, 
on Sundays. Perhaps your correspondents and yourself 
think it would be a little premature to attack this question, 
when we hav not yet evolved from the hideous Puritan 
Sabbath. Indeed, I fear that it might be dangerous to agitate 
the subject in such states as New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
Still, if the subject were constantly broached, it might set 
the minds of some people to thinking. 

The other reform I speak of is one which may not strictly 
come under your domain, but it is one the very name of 
which brings up before my mind the startling fossilism of 
this so-called free republic. I refer to the metrical system 
of weights and measures. If any of your readers should 
for a moment doubt the immense advantages of this system 
let them make a calculation in English money and then go 
over the same in dollars and cents.. With the metrical sys- 
tem all of our business transactions, all calculations in 
weights and measures, would be fully as much simplified. 
The only argument that can possibly be advanced against 
this system is: “ Its so hard to change.” It is a standing 
disgrace both to this oligarchy and to Great Britain that Cath- 
olic Spain and the South American republics hav adopted 
for their. beautiful language an almost perfect orthogra- 
phy and - hav given their citizens:a perfect system of weights 
and measures, while the two English-speaking giantesses 
still cling to the barbarous and anomalous orthography of 
past ages and adhere to that fossilized relic, the present 
system of weights and measures. A bas l'oppression. 

A. CAMPANA. 


Gorponvittz, TEx., Aug. 1, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: If it is not too assuming, I hope that you 
will allow me a little space in the columns of your most 
highly appreciated journal. 

I wish to giv & few reasons why Iam not, would not, and 
could not be a Christian. In the first place, I would hav to 
believe that the Bible isof divine authenticity. I cannot be- 
lieve this, for several reasons, viz., in my estimation it is 
inconsistent, unreasonable, unjust, and untrue in regard to 
the manner of creation, that to my mind is totally absurd, 
short-sighted, and groundless. I cannot conceive how any- 
thing can be brought into existence or annihilated. All of 
my experience and observation and that of the entire world 
as recorded proves that not even the least atom can be liter- 
ally made or destroyed. It is a well-defined law of nature 
that anything which has one end necessarily has another, 
therefore if everything had a beginning everything will nec- 
essarily hav an end, God included. If one thing could 
exist without a beginning, then everything could exist with- 
out a beginning. i 

If the Bible be true, man knew not good from evil until he 
had eaten of the forbidden fruit. Then what justice can 
there be in damning a man for doing evil when he knows 
not good from evil? And, worse still, what justice or reason 
could there be in damning thousands of men, women, and 
children unborn for an act that they could not possibly avoid 
or hav anything at all to do with? And besides, what harm 
was there in eating of the fruit? Is it harm to become wise, 
to know good from evil? And, too, did they die that day? 
Preachers say that they died in trespass and in sin. Whom 
did they trespass against? Did not they leave enough fruit 
for God, or did he not already hav knowledge of good and 
evil? Was it a sin to know good from.evil? Is God so 
selfish that he did not wish anyone else to know good from 
evil? Is this God's will toward his children, that they should 
livin absolute ignorance, know not good from evil? And 
in many other instances what does the Bible accuse God of? 
Is it just, reasonable, or right for God to harden Pharaoh’s 
heart to prevent his doing a certain thing and then drown 
the poor Egyptians for it, and not only once but several 
times; and again, to send the angel to kill the first-born 
(poor little innocent babies) in every house that had not 
blood sprinkled on the door-posts? And in many instances 
God is made the author of the most cruel and wicked wars 
that were ever known; in one instance commanding his 
men to murder all, even women and children, except the 
unmarried women and maidens who had not known men by 
lying with them, and use these as wives—that is, ravish 
them if necessary, as their wills were not to be Gonsidered at 


all. And finally they accuse him of adultery or fornication, 
as he indulged in sexual intercourse with a woman who was 
married and got her with child, and practiced such a fraud 
on the poor man Joseph that -he never knew her until the 
child was born. They also make the father and son only 
one; and now after God had become so mad at Adam for 
eating of the fruit he formed a great scheme of salvation, 
that is, he should come himself and suffer and die that he 
himself might forgiv his child for eating the fruit. That 
reminds me of the editor who got so mad at himself that he 
hired a boot-black to kick him out of his office; or the doctor 
who got so mad at himself that he went and burnt his new 
hat up to spite himself. 

And how is this to save a man, simply by believing on 
him or his name? St. Paul says, by faith alone, not by 
works, lest any man should boast. How much worse is it 
to boast of works than of faith? Who will say that it is not 
noble to make an earnest effort to do what you sincerely 
think is right? And upon the contrary, what good is there 
in faith alone. Now, what justice is there in murdering 
Christ the just for man the unjust, Christ the innocent for 
man the guilty? Is this the principle of à God whom we 
wish to worship? | 

But now, what is essential to become a Christian or a dis- 
ciple of Christ? According to the Bible, viz., Luke xiv, 36, 
we are to hate father, mother, brother, sister, wife, and 
children before we can be Christians or disciples of Christ. 
Iam quite glad that I am not a disciple of Christ, and. hav 
not any desire to be. i 

And again, see Matt. x, 34, 35: “I came not to send peace 
but the sword. ForIam come to set man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 

And again, we read: '*'To you it is given to understand 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is 
given in parables-lest they might believe and be converted." 

As for myself, I prefer to believe in and worship the great 
god of justice, virtue, and truth, and to love, worship, and 
obey these principles, not from fear of punishment or hope 
of reward, but from principle. . 

I hav no war to make upon the moral teachings of any of 
the churches. It is probably well enough to hav such re- 
straints thrown around those who cannot do right from prin- 
ciple. But let me obey the dictates of an honest and sincere 
conscience. In the language of the immortal poet: 

The fear of hell’s the hangman’s whip 
That holds the wretch in order ; 

But when I feel my conscience sting, 
Let this eer be my border; 

At slightest touches instant pause, 
Debar all such pretenses, : 


And resolutely keep these laws, 
Unheeding consequences. . 


D. J. TvoKER, M.D. 


New Yozx, N. Y., Aug. 5, 1890. 

Fzrrow Teura Szexsrs: In my communication pub- 
lished in ** Letters from Friends,” in our noble champion, 
Tne TRuTH SexKer, of July 6, 1890, I referred you to the 
clause in our Constitution of the United States in which it is 
expressly provided that our Union shall be perpetual. I will 
now endeavor to call your attention to some of those clauses 
in that great and important document which provide that 
no generation shall saddle upon any subsequent generation 
conditions which, to them, might be burdensome or odious. 
The first clause in that solemn document which bears upon 
this vital and paramount subject, is the very preamble itself. 
By that word “justice,” in the preamble of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, no generation is permitted to hand 
down to succeeding generations any conditions of government 
that, to them, might be distasteful, unpleasant, or odious. 

In Sec. 10, Art. 1, of the Constitution of the United States 
itis provided that no state shall emit bills of credit. Now, 
the great law lexicographer Bouvier, in his Standard Law 
Dictionary, says that a bill of credit is a promis to pay, 
emitted by a state, bearing no interest, intended to circulate 
as money, and redeemable at a future date; and Noah 
Webster, in his great standard dictionary of the English 
language, says that a bill of credit is à bill or note for raising 
money on the mere credit of the state. 

Now, fellow-citizens and truth seekers, I am going to show 
and point out to you wherein, and why, all bonds that hav 
ever been emitted by any state in our Union, and conse- 
quently, all bonds that hav been emitted by any city, county, 
or other creature of the state, to meet the principal or in- 
terest of or on which the people must writhe under an 
onerous and burdensome taxation (robbery), are so many out- 
rages; are unconstitutional, and, so soon as the people hav 
awakened to a sense of the horrid situation into which the 
shysters and tricksters called lawyers and judges, in 
bribery, and for mammon the millionaire bondholders, 
hav sunk our posterity, those bonds will be null and 
void. If so, hav the people not been robbed of every 
cent that they may hav, in theform of taxes, paid to pay in- 
terest or principal on state, city, or county bonds? If so, 
should the people not establish an equal division of wealth, 
throughout the entire country, in order to recover that of 
which they hav been robbed? By and through these rob- 
beries that hav been perpetrated against us, more than fifty 
per cent of the wealth of the entire Union is now in the pos- 
session of less than twenty-five thousand persons. 

Our Revolutionary fathers gave us a Constitution which, 
if we take care of it and see to it that it be not outraged, 
will protect us and our posterity also. But, down to this 
date, this we hav not done. Did not the aristocratic, mur- 
dering swindlers influence the shysters who, under oath, 
were vested with power to discharge the functions of the 
positions of judges of our Supreme Court of the United 
States, to hold and decide that chattel slavery was estab- 
lished, fostered, and protected_by the Constitution of the 


United States, and that people were proper articles of 
merchandise, while none of the words slave, slavery, negro, 
black, mulatto, yellow, African, or white ever occupied 
place in that great document, from the very foundation of 
our government down to the time when, to sanction the 
decisions of shysters of antebellum times, and after the in- 
auguration of the slavemongers’ rebellion, and in superero- 
gation, the word slavery was placed in the thirteenth 
amendment by the Republico-rebel wing of the Democro- 
Republico-rebel party? I say in supererogation because, 
by that word ‘‘ justice” in the preamble, and that word 
** people? in the fourth amendment, from its very begin- 
ning that Constitution abolished slavery in the United States. 

At the time when those great statesmen, the framers of the 
Constitution of the United States, were in convention, 
earnestly discussing every word and sentence of that great 
sheet-anchor of our liberties (though not so unless we see to 
it that its provisions be honestly and punctually executed), 
it was thought by some of them that, if they were to permit 
the state to emit bills of credit, promises to pay emitted 
by a state, bearing no interest, intended to circulate as 
money, and redeemable at a future date,” the state could, 
whenever the money-changers might hav so manipulated 
our currency as to hav caused ruinous stagnation in the 
channels of business and starvation among the people, step 
forward in her sovereign capacity, and, by emitting bills of 
credit, which, though not legal tenders, might circulate as 
money, and be made receivable for taxes, thus throw the 
mantle of protection around the industries of her people, 
and alleviate their sufferings brought on by the money 
panic, and in the midst of an abundant harvest, and with 
store-houses overstocked with the products of the mills. 
But by others of those great and patriotic statesmen it was 
thought that, if they were to permit the state to emit bills of 
credit, the people might rush onward in their haste to be- 
come rich and mighty, and, in their great prosperity and 
progress, heedlessly emit a great many bills of credit, which, 
while they might alleviate present suffering, and for the 
time afford the people protection from the villainy of the 
money-sharks, might, in the form of a debt, be handed 
down from generation to generation, and posterity yet un- 
born might come on and be compelled to writhe under an 
onerous taxation for the purpose of liquidating and paying 
off a debt with the creation of which they had nothing to 
do. This, those great statesmen thought, would be a fla- 
grant trespass upon the grounds of justice, morality, and 
righteousness. Therefore they, as above stated, provided 
in our Constitution that no state shall emit bills of credit. 

Now, if, on that ground, and while recognizing the in- 
estimable benefits that might accrue to the people by the 
state emitting bills of credit, they prohibited it from doing 
so, how, in the name of common sense and decency, can 
that Constitution be held to imply that those great patriots 
intended to grant to the States the power to emit doubled 
and twisted, interest-bearing bills of credit, not intended to 
circulate as money and alleviate the sufferings of the people 
in times of money panic, but to be locked up in the coffers 
of some shylock in Hamburg, Berlin, London, New York, 
or Boston, and, on which to pay the interest, this shylock 
may intensify the horrors of a money panic by levying a 
withering, blighting tribute upon the already crippled indus- 
tries of the state ? g 

No, fellow truth seekers, and fellow-citizens, they never 
intended any such thing! All state bonds, county bonds, 
and city bonds are surely utterly unconstitutional, or the 
Constitution of the United States is the greatest enemy and 
curse that was ever inflicted upon mankind. 

Now, fellow-citizens, is it any wonder that more than 
fifty per cent of the entire wealth of this great republic is in 
the possession of less than twenty-five thousand persons, 
robbers, cormorants, leeches ? 

The average gawky seems to think that he can trust the 
management of our government to the millionaires, and to 
their parasites, the shysters and tricksters called lawyers and 
judges. This they hav done, and are doing; and so long as 
they continue so to do all the hard-earned proceeds from the 
labor of the poor people will continue to be dumped into the 
coffers of the millionaires. 

Noah Webster says that ** bribery is the paying or receiv- 
ing of a reward for the performance of that which is known 
to be illegal or unjust." Now, we know that for a retainer 
(Webster calls it a bribe) the lawyer will stalk into our 
courts, and attempt (often succeeding) to prostitute those 
courts to the villainy of convicting a person whom he knows 
to be innocent, or the acquitting of one whom he knows to 
be guilty; or to that of taking property from the lawful and 
equitable owner thereof and placing it in the possession of a 
person who he knows has no lawful or equitable ownership 
toit. In so doing, the lawyer perpetrates a villainous out- 
rage, or is accessary after the fact, or he is a robber, and is 
subsidiary to the crime; and nothing in equity can be found 
to absolve him therefrom. He is also a perjured villain; for 
when he enters upon his professional career, he does so, and 
rightfully too, under an oath that, throughout that career, 
he will support, maintain, and defend the constitution of the 
United States, and of the state in which he may practice his 
profession, and the laws made pursuant thereto, and that he 
will be true to the interests of his client, within the law of 
course, but no further. When the lawyer takes that oath, he 
does so with the intention of violating it. Hence he is a per- 
jured villain! These old, well-practiced bribe-takers who 
know how to take a bribe and avoid detection, are the very 
men whom the gawkies elect to all the positions in which it 
pays to hav a chance to practice bribery. 

No lawyer should ever be elected to any position under 
the flag except to that of city, county, or state attorney, or 
attorney- general, and even then he should be under strict sur- 
veillance. G. N. 
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Children’s Cerner. 


Ridtied by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes & Pause in the day’s osoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour." 


‘Be Something. 


The Christians cry—‘‘ Oh, to be nothing !” 
Of fear-inspired tears weep a flood ; 
Whilst sins they confess unto loathing, 
And beg to be saved by spilt blood. 
They wish to hav wings to reach heaven, 
And sing with a sanctified whine; 
Like herds they are wheedled and driven 
To creep as though dirt were divine. 
Such groaning for glory's a notion 
To hope giving garments of gloom; 
The old gospel grace is a potion 
That blights fairest fruit in the bloom. 
Bo sure as the stars shine in heaven, 
. The form of the faith is unsound 
When by its devotion is driven 
Humility into the ground. 
If powers enthroned in high heaven— 
Jove, Jesus, or Buddha, or Brahm— 
Should ever to passion be given, 
And at me grow angry and damn; 
Then, past all logical doubting. 
Their verdict’s sub-warrant would be, 
Because I’m incarnated nothing— 
The vain no salvation can free. 


If my aspiration were given 
To Jesus, Jove, Buddha, or Brahm— 
Those powers enthroned in high heaven, 
So wise and so strong and so calm— 
I own myself pious in one thing: 
Td thank them for thinking of me, 
And ask their aid I might be something, 
Something that’s worthy to see. 


Jonn Presoorr GUILD. 
——— $9849 ————————— 


Paths. > 


[Here is a queer and arousing fantasy in the 
way of a poem in the Yankee Blade :] 


The path that leads to a Loaf of Bread 
Winds through the Swamps of Toil, 

And the path that leads to a Suit of Clothes 
Goes through a flowerless soil. 

And the paths that lead to & Loaf of Bread 

And the Suit of Clothes are hard to tread. 


And the path that leads to a House of your 
Own 


Climbs over the bowldered hills, 
And the path that leads to a Bank Account 
Is swept by the blast that kills; 
But the men who start in the paths to-day 
In the Lazy Hills may go astray. 


In the Lazy Hills are trees of shade 
By the dreamy brooks of Sleep, 

And the rollicking River of Pleasure laughs, 
And gambols down the steep ; 

‘But when the blasts of winter come, 

The brooks and rivers are frozen dumb. 


Then woe to those in the Lazy Hills 

When the blasts of winter moan, 

Who strayed from’ the path to a Bank Ac- 
count, 

And the path to a Home of their Own. 
These paths are hard in the summer heat, 
But in winter they lead to a snug retreat. 

—_— 97 ..——————— 


Thoughts on Reading. 


No private entertainment and pastime af- 
fects the people at the present time more than 
reading, and especially novel reading. 

Literature is one of the fine arts, and as we 
wish to cultivate & taste for good literature 
we must be able to discriminate between the 
good and bad—that which is wholesome and 
valuable and that which is worthless. It is 
not my intention to undermine novel reading 
but to state that it is the kind which we must 
be careful in selecting. It affects each per- 
gon in proportion to the indulgence and their 
understanding of the subject in hand. It has 
two principal eifects, which differ widely 
and may be plainly observed. One is exalt- 
ing, elevating the reader's ideal to a point 
only attainable by a few; the other low, de- 
grading, demoralizing, lowering the individ- 
ual, morally and physically, and ultimately 
the remaining day of his life will be one of 
misery and repentance. It is well known 
that it affects different persons in dissimilar 
ways. To one it may incite all that is great 
and good, to others it may be a curse. Some 
may read understandingly, others may not. 
Can some persons not be affected at all by 
novel reading? The answer is, no. They 
are affected in one of the above-mentioned 
directions. One raising the reader to all that 
is sublime, beautiful, and good, and the other 
lowering the individual. 

The reading of good literature must be cul- 
tivated the same as other arts—as music, 
painting, drawing, poetry. In music you 
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march, and then the song, which speaks 
more delicacy and refinement than all the 
others, and in which the finer chords of the 
heartare touched. In painting we will not 
at first see those minute points and touches 
in nature which make her beautiful, but by 
cultivation and practice they will soon enter 
into the picture and beautify it. - So by cul- 
tivation and careful discrimination we may 
improve ourselvs greatly in literature. 

Next we will notice differences by different 
persons reading the same work. One 
reader of ‘' Kenilwogth” or English history 
might think Queen Elizabeth a proud, 
haughty queen, who took great advantage of 
her power and position, while another may 
think she always did the best thing at the 
right time. 

One may think Carlyle a poor hypochon- 
driac person, whose productions are not, for 
that reason, to be regarded worthy, while 
‘others may profit by the careful reading of 
them. Next we may refer to Joan of Arc, 
about whom many different conclusions are 
formed. Some would think her a meek 
Christian heroin, who strove to do all she 
could for the king and her country, while 
her life could hav been one of perpetual hap- 
piness and she a joy and comfort to her 
parents and a blessing to her friends, all of 
whom ske had forsaken. But no, she for- 
sook all to aid her country’s cause. Others 
think her a willful, stubborn girl who acted 
rashly, unheeded parental authority, spurned 
wise advice, and rushed forward madly and 
heedlessly with a manner quite unnatural 
and unbecoming a wise girl. 

Many in similar cases would follow the 


.{example of Joan of Arc, while others would 


deem it unwise to do 80. 

It is a much disputed matter as to what is 
good reading and what is unfit to be read. 
The question of selecting good reading mat- 
ter is best decided by the good -sense of the 
reader. If we read that which will enlarge 
and awaken our mind to new and better 
ideas we may safely say we read that which 
is pure, wholesome and stimulating to the 
mind, and will be of inestimable value to us, 
as well as widening the horizon of our 
thoughts. It would be difficult, as well as 
useless, to mention a list of good books 
to be read, for those omitted in the end- 
less list would be read the same as those in 
the list. - 

It is well known that it is the nature 
of beings to do that which is forbidden. 
The inborn principle of curiosity is aroused 
which craves to be satisfied. As itis a nat- 
ural principle, its rightful purpose is to stim- 
ulate in us a spirit of inquiry, a desire for 
knowledge. 

If a child is forbidden the reading of 
Paine's ‘‘ Age of Reason,” it may be depended 
upon he will get it. 

Books ought not to be forbidden children. 
It would be safe to leave them the entire 
bookease, for if there are any books de. 
nounced, they will be read first. We hav 
all observed the effect of denouncing ‘‘ Rob- 
ert Elsmere ” to the public. 

It is well to read any kind of book, but 
good sense must be exercised in retaining 
that which is good and rejecting that which 
is bad. LEONORA STooKINGER. 

— —49-4-99——— ————— 
Correspondence. 


VERSAILLES, IND., Aug. 5, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I send an original 
essay which you may hav printed in the 

Corner if you think it proper and desirable. 
If my effort givs any encouragement to 
the younger readers and tends to awaken in 
their thoughts new ideas on the subject of 
** Reading,” or any other subject, I will hav 
accomplished the greater part of my purpose. 
I fully appreciate the efforts of the children 
of the Corner, and as I am an instructor of 
children ina district school in winter, I take 
much interest in all children who are trying 
to succeed and learn all they can. With best 


wishes to the Corner, I am, 


Your friend, LEONORA BTOCKINGER. 


[Our friend will please accept our thanks 
for her instructiv essay on Reading. It is a 
pleasure to know that we number among the 
friends of the Corner minds as bright as that of 
Miss Stockinger and others who favor our col- 
umns With their bright thoughts.—Enp. C. C.] 


WoonLAND, Wass., July 10, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: This afternoon I will 
write a letter to the Children's Corner. Igo 
to school, and I am in the fifth reader, third 
geography, third hygiene and spelling, 
highest arithmetic, second history. I enjoy 
my school very much. Our school was 
closed the 2d of July. Iam thirteen years 
old. I hav oue brother older than Iam and 
three brothers and one sister younger than I, 
am. We liv in a wide country, about two 


may at first appreciate the lively waltz 


and quickstep, next the slow and solemn 


miles from a very small town named Wood. 
land. The Fourth of July was celebrated ' 


about a mile from our home. My father has 
only taken the grand TRUTH SzEKER about a 
year and a half, but I don't think he could 
do without it now. Iam glad to say that I 
am a Liberal; there are a good many church 
members around here. but I think there are 
just as many Freethinkers. This is my first 
letter, and I hope it won't hav to be taken to 
the wastebasket.  Ifit appears in the Corner 
I will soon write again. Hopingallthe Free- 
thinkers success, I will close. 
Yours for truth, ANNIE BALLHORN. 
Nzw Yonx. N. Y., Aug. 8, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: The letter I saw in 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER of Aug. 9, 1890, from 
John Kraft, Ill., amused me very much. He 
and J are of the same age (thirteen years); 
and I hav five pets, but no foxamong them. 
What a strange pet tohav! I had to laugh 
when I read that part of his letter, it was so 
strange to think of a boy having a fox for a pet. 

Ihav a large white cat (I call her ‘‘ Beauty ;” 
she is seven years of age and was born on 
Washington’s birthday), two canary birds, a 
pretty talking parrot, and a dear little dog 
whose name is ** Governor," because he was 
born in a large flat house which my stepfather 
built last winter. 

My stepfather ig & Freethinker and he has 
taken THE Trors SEEKER for seven years. 
I always read the Children’s Corner, because 
you make it so interesting. I will send you 
my stepfather's card. I hope this letter is 
not too long. From, 

Your little friend, GERALDINES CREED. 

P.S.—John Kraft, of Grant Fork, Ill., is the 
boy I refer to. 

Sours Bosqus, Tex.. July 81, 290. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: As it has been a long 
time since I last entered the dear old Corner 
I feel I would like to step in and tell you how 
we are getting along. I went to hear the 
good brothers talk to their flock last Sabbath. 
They preached and prayed two or three days 
Did not save any more souls, but carried off 
a TRUTH SEEKER and ‘ Bible Contradictions,” 
given them by my father. We hav lots of 
Liberals in this country, but some are not 
brave enough to come out and acknowledge 
their belief. My cousins tell me of a ten 
days’ meeting in Grayson county, Tex., and 
not a single soul saved. It must be very dis- 
couraging to the poor followers of the lamb, 
but I do not see any way for them to console 
themselvs unless they bend the knee to the 
all-powerful one who they claim helps them 
in their troubles. I hav just read a speech 
delivered by George Remeburg at a Fourth 
of July celebration, and I think it is splendid. 
He is an intelligent young man. Long may 
he liv to help lead on the good work. As 
our good old workers leave our land I hope 
the young may be able to take their place. 
With love and good wishes to all the friends, 
Iam, Very respectfully yours, 

ELEANOR Marrs PARKS. 
SxowvILLE, VA., July 25, 290. 

Dzar CmrpzEgN: You hav all taken an 
interest in R. M. Casey and I write now to 
tell you he is in extreme need. He will 
probably not liv many months; he says he is 
never free from headache and other pains, and 
unable to earn a penny and for & long time 
has received no aid. He would gladly sleep 
the last sleep, but one can't sleep at will and 
80 he must suffer on. He needs your words 
of kindness as well as a few dimes to buy him 
food, so I hope you will write him, each 
one of you, and send at least ten cents in 
stamps. Address R. M. Casey, Five Forks, 
8. C., or if you prefer, send your contribu- 
tions to me and I'll forward them to him. 
Send now so as to be sure and not neglect it. 
We shall probably all be helpless some day 
if we liv long enough, so now is our time to 
help others and earn help for ourselvs and 
be living, loving, kindly examples to others. 

Affectionately, 
ELMINA DRAKE BrENKRR. 

[It is distressing and humiliating to ask 
alms; more distressing and humiliating is jt 
to need alms. The children and friends of 
our Corner hav, not long ago, by dime dona- 
tions, purchased a cow for Mr. Casey, but 
they will, no doubt, be ready to assist him 
farther. It should be rgmembered, however, 
that children hav only smali means, and it 
requires a good many dimes to support one 
man who is feeble and infirm. In the opinion 
of the editor of the Corner, it would be better 
for some person to make suitable inquiries 
into the facts of Mr. Casey’s actual condition, 
whether he has friends and relativs able to 
assist him, and what are his wants and ne- 
cessities. Then make a plain statement of 
his situation in the Liberal press, and the 
claims he may hav upon the Liberals of the 
land for support. A fund might then be 
started by grown people, who could render 
more efficient aid than little children.—Eb. 
C. C. l 

[P. 8.—In the mean time anyone desirous 
of forwarding money to Mr. Casey can follow 
the above directions.—Ep. C. C.] 

—— —— 
In a Different Set. 

* Now, pray for Susie Bates,” said Mrs. 
Simeral to six-year-old Flossie, who was say- 
ing her prayers ; ‘‘ Susie is quite sick.” 

“Why, mamma,” said Flossie, “I can’t 

ray for her. She doesn’t belong to our 
crowd.” —Zpoch. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristiang), 
from tho time of Menu to the pres. 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. , 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Giva a Fall Account of all tho, Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0,835bp. Voi. II. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systema of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 


Insiructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - 2 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


Fhe Bitle—What Is Xt? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 

Studies in Theology, A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall" Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afürmativ. standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 


Miss Wixon’s Werks. 
Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp. , $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
o 12m0, 383pp., $1.25. 


r Boys and Girls. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper: broad margins, ilus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards. $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY, 


By LUDWIG FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 


Price, $3. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 


Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener, 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


, CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of «'ur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient’s Story. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pi. New York. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnifioont 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
hristian Associa- 

lon. 


By Bion. B. WugrBbRoOE, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tum TRUTH ÜEEKER 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
acter a8 desoribed in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley; M.D., author of **Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8Vos 35 conti, 


Hews of ihe Week. 


Tue great railroad strike in Wales has been 
won by the men. 


Business men of New York are petitioning 
against the Force bill, as it would injure 
their Southern trade. ~ 


CARDINAL Newman, of England, is dead. 
He was renowned for his literary knowledge 
and elegant writing of English. 


SWINBURNE, the English Radical and Free- 
thinking poet, has published & poem crying 
vehemently for the killing of the czar. 


Tue best record between Queenstown, 
Ireland, and New York was accomplished on 
the 13th by the Teutonic in 5 days 19 hours 
5 minutes. 


AT Swindon, England, a beautiful young 
lady named Miss Marion Ormond charges 
Rev. N. E. Howe with taking liberties with 
her in à wood by the church. 


A UNIVERSAL Catholic Congress will be 
held in Belgium next month to discuss ** The 
Temporal Power of the Pope," and urge 
Christian governments to enforce the restora- 
tion of it. 


CarcHoLi08 are indignant that owing to 
Brazil’s deposal of the clergy from the con- 
trol of cemeteries ‘‘ Atheists, sensualists, 
drunkards, and persecutors will hav their 
resting-place along with the faithful.” 


BzgrLGIAN workmen demand that universal 
suffrage which is enjoyed in France and Ger- 
many, and of which they are as destitute as 
the Russian peasants. They will strike Sep- 
tember 1st unless it is granted. Trouble is 
apprehended. 


Tax suppression of religious guilds and 
reclamation of their property will necessitate 
the closing in Rome alone of twenty-eight or 
more churches. Some will be turned into 
cafes, theaters, factories, etc., and some will 
for the present merely be razed. 


CuunoH ox ENGLAND missionaries protest 
against the way in which Catholic mission- 
aries follow up the advance work of the 
former in all foreign lands and get possession 
of the missions. They say the conduct of 
the Catholic and Protestant missionaries is ‘a 
scandal to Christianity,” and desire the gov- 
ernment to stop it. 


Tux strike on the New York Central rail- 
road contnues. Pinkerton men are em- 
ployed, and at Albany on the 17th four per- 
sons were wounded by them, and a riot was 
narrowly averted. The failure of the strike 
thus far to obtain success is due to disunion 
between the Knights and the Locomotiv 
Engineers. The Knights probably hope 
much from, the presidential aspirations of the 
president of the road, Chauncey Depew. 


IrAniAN Catholics complain that the Vati- 
can “is in a state of siege,” and ‘ the 
sovereign of the rulers of the earth” is denied 
the privacy of his abode. Crispi, they say, 
has surrounded his palace with spies who 
watch every goer and comer. And '‘ besides 
this indecent system of espionage, the Vati- 
can is surrounded by buildings carried up to 
enormous hight, sufficient to overlook all 
that goes on in the inclosure of the structure.” 


Or nine missionaries from Minnesota and 
Kansas who recently started into Africa, 
three hav been murdered and the others are 
in difficulty and suffering. They were ad- 
monished of the imprudence of their choice 
of route and preparations, but said they were 
ready to sacrifice themselvs in so high a 
cause. The fate of these heroic but deceived 
men swells the great number of cases of mis- 
directed endeavor and devotion for which 
Christianity is responsible. 


In 1855 Austria agreed in a treaty with 
the Vatican to permit mixed marriages only 
when the non-Catholic party to the union 
agreed that the children should be bred Cath- 
olics. In 1868 the Liberals in the Hungarian 
parliament procured the substitution of a 
law by which the girls shall belong to the 
mother’s creed and the boys to the father's 
till they reach majority; and if there is no 
Protestant minister near the priest may bap- 
tize the Proteatant child in its own formula. 
Protestants and Liberals were not able to en- 
force the law and it remained a dead letter 
till now, when the minister of public worship 
requests the bishops to put it in effect. 


Ture seems to be no help for the millions 
of Jews whom Russia will expel to please her 
intolerant Orthodox church and tyrannical 
government authorities. If the Porte should 
undertake a similar persecution of its Chris- 
tian subjects in Armenia or Crete, all’ the 
great powers of Europe would remonstrate. 
But European diplomacy has never ventured 
to claim the same right of interference with 
the home affairs of a great Christian power 
which it has repeatedly asserted with relation 
to Mohammedan countries. There is, per- 
haps, just one way in which the intended 
persecution can be averted. We hav been 
told for a generation that the great Hebrew 
bankers of London, Paris, Vienna, and Berlin 
are the real masters of Europe, in whose 
hands are the keys of peace and war. If this 
be true they hav it in their power to para- 
lyze Russian credit and Russian commerce, 
and may by threats of doing so save their 
countrymen. 
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FREETHOUGHT 


IS IT 


DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


L 
B. FOOTE, JR., 
H. O. PENTECOST, 
E. C. WALKER, 
LUCY N. COLMAN, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, 
W. F. JAMIESON, 


SusJEOTS OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should tt consist ? 
PRICE 25 CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


Address 


MES WARTED S SAMPLE TREE. A sass 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


YRY-SQUARPE: 


oR, 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth isbeing brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


mx For the benefit of our read- 
; f| ers who preserve their papers 
4 Bi lwo offer à new style of binder, 


H imade 
er with 


other parts. : 
Bent by mail, postpaid, for €1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


: 28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 
BIBLE INQUIRER; 
OB: 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Fropositionsg "M 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 35 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” - 8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price: 400.; with autograph, 50 cts. 
WADE Msc Ree Saat ee Se 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEoRdE Jacos HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypra R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fct a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, . 
CHARLES WATTS, 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Yeachings of Secularism Com. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
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SUSAN H. WIXON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The oniy Complete anà Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
&nd inspiration.—{Now York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to à man’s reagon, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gole 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. : 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 


pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Reason, avd Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambort’s 
*'Facties of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo: 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 


struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
cents. ; 
Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown HISTORY 
to be DODENUS. x ped a8 an Ethical OF THE 
Agnosticism and Christian Theism: INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Which isthe More Reasonable? Of Europe. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 ots. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Extract. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution end Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Whiech? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 

. Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


The Glory of Unbel ef. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 


Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli: fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. d 

Theological Presumption: An Open 


Letter to the B-v. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In thie letter the following subjects are 


22 pages in 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


. 4 COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns . 
à (Words and Music) 


dealt with: 1, Why Do the Olergy Avoid 

Debate? c Prin et oro, of iene eae For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
° . I'reethou;, 

Men of Science. 4. The Difference between For Schools and the Home, 


Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 
NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED. 
Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
_ PRIOR, ; . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnrHUR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter HI, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI. Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution : Ohapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Ohap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolütion ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


if you start right. 
The first step 
F should be au ex- 

= . amination of Mr. 
building designs—the only large 


Shoppell 


's THE 
. collection of designs that are artistic, prac- 
tical anda ae ane estimates are guran. RA A RTY RD Oo M © F M AN e 
yi * ubiications n 
follows: p prar A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
Portğolio Qf $1,000 Houses, 30 designs, $2 00 HISTORY. 
‘ « D 4. 80 v9 200 . 
a 200. 83 2 30 By WINWOOD READE. 
ys) E ss > : : " 
*o *" 800 *" 89 « z "i It is really à remarkable book, in which aniver- 
4 r 850 ^" go s 9 00 Sal history is "boiled down" with surprising 
A = 400 e 3a ^ 9 00 skill.—[Literary World. . 
s 500 “ gg) 4 2 00 . You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
4 E 600 “ g « 9 00 ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
k = 750 “ R & ? 00 Tying [inter eg aes d 
: “ 10000" gy © 2 00 His his ory has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
amag {Stables “ J9 “ 2 00 power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
1 The first Portfolio contains designs that costas [New Haven Palladium. i À 
owas Son. $600, $700 and $800. The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
Any 3 of the above Portfolios for $5; any 7 


first Chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 


for $10; the complete set (12) for $15. ing. 
Penn Monthly. 


yolume containing over 200 designs selected 


from the i i 
able if not satisfastory om Pree $5, return- Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.75. 
Address ' "RW. SHOPPELL, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 


Architect, 63 B'way, New York, 38 Lafayette Pl., Now York, 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. ‘The Biographies oi 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. . 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” ete. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. IL. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. BEeNsETT. Written in prison at | 
Albany. In eloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat" er, $5.0C; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer - 'eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
"ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The 
Truth Seeker Library." Yf all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


^. B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 

Essays and Lectures, Embracing In 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization, 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 90 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burerss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD | 
and Rey. Jonn Marries. Fully reported, ' 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. _ 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes, With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
euts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 


letters written in prison. Over 700 pages, 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series 

of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to whieh Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
‘scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth ihe price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined  historieally 
and critically. . It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
À debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BEwNETT and Rev. G. H, 
Houmesrey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. Bennett and Cyrus Romurus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mars, divided into the following 
theses: 1l. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; Marg denies. This ig 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennétt in the Unitea 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship.upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock cf Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle tc 
the Zrr'h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers. 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate; 
10 cents. 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
19 sents. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. S. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY or [rs ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 

By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 

M 50 cents. 


Oloth, 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 35 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T, Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernaiural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. GUILD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian O:v:lizanon and Hebrew Narra- 
tivein Genesis and Exodus, 


By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hurr. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tue PRESENT AND FUTURE REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERIOA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vsntive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.; clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Oharles Bradlaugb 
: and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E.N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. 
By M.Q. H. 
Price, . . 10 cents. 


LJ . . 
Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARRISON. 

Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us a Gentieman. 
` By W. T. Purvianoe. 
25 cents. 


rU e RR ee REN RENDERE 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG., : 
Six Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. | 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBIURG. 
Price, 25 centa. 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For THE Crime or FORGERY. 
By SEcuLaRist. 
10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 
Ineluding Allah, Jebovah 
Jesus Christ, Yin Maren» „Holy Front; 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. “ Gods and Religions") 
833pp., pap., 60 c,; clo., $1. 


Price, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


MATERIALISM AND CRIME, Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstrneture. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol.,12mo, 399pp., $1.60. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY ? 
By Moszs Hutz (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. Parker (Chris.). 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 
OR, x 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - 


Faith and Reason. 


ACOOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By JosEPH Simms, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts. Svo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50... 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS, 
His Character and Doctrines. 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., $1.50. 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 
AN 


Inquiry into the Claims of Bibiical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion, 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, E 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND Essays. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


876pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Huru (Spir.). 
Price, - - - E 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


Prior, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


ie Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
TES Price, 10 cents, 


15 cents. 


p 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price . . .  5oenta. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TR 


UTH SEEKER 00. 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 


THE TRUTA SEEKER, AUGUST 23, 1890. 


543 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


NoTE.—Thoso tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. wher received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 


On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 


dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett. sesse. 
99 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ............. e 
87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z....... 
39 Tho True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers....... Seabee 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood... as 
62 The Jews and their God... 
63 The Devil's Duo Bills. Syphers. gre 
64 Ills wo Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No.2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
41 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman.. 
13 Foundations. John Syphers...... 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Da. A. Bosoo, an Italian statistician, has 
discovered that the greatest number of mur- 
ders occur in Italy, Spain, and Hungary. 


PREMIER Crispr has ordered a list to be 
made of all religious houses in Rome, with a 
view of confiscating those that are liable to 
suppression under the law. 


In Alpine county, Cal., near the Nevada 
state line, according to the census-taker, 
there is no church and no minister, but four 
liquor-sellers and nine professional gamblers, 
and yet the jail has not had an inmate since 
1887. There is a great moral lesson some- 
where here, if one only had time to think it 
out. 


In Milan nearly two thousand bodies hav 
been cremated during the last thirteen years. 
To members of the Cremation Society the 
cost is only £1. In the case of strangers it is 
just double that sum. Relativs who oppose 
the expressed wishes of the deceased to be 
cremated hav been compelled .by the Italian 
tribunals to carry them into effect. 


Prinoe Reagnr LurrPorp, of Bavaria, has 
made up his mind to abolish the Passion 
Play at Ober-Ammergau because the business 
has fallen into the hands of some Viennese 
theatrical speculators and is no longer sacred. 
It is a wonder that the prince regent didn’t 
demand a percentage of the profits and insist 
on two performances a day, with an extra 
matinee on Easter. 


Tas is no time, says the Sun, for the 
Christian host to be divided into hostil 
camps, each expending its ammunition on 
the other. Infidelity, their common enemy, 
js a solid force, arrogant and aggressiv, and 
with solidified ranks they must go forth to 
meet it. The war is not now between Prot- 
estant and Roman Catholic, but between 
faith and reason, belief and unbelief. 


Tar Sacred Heart Review says: ‘No act of 
religion will draw greater blessings upon the 
future life of a married couple, than the cele- 
bration of the holy sacrifice of the mass dur- 
ing the nuptials.” In view of the fact, com- 
ments the Loyal American, that ninety per 
cent of the drunken wife-beaters handled by 
the police hav had the mass sung at their 
nuptials, the foregoing statement will be 
doubted by many. ; 


Tux Christian ladies of Adamsville, Tenn., 
recently held a meeting and sent a notice to 
Mr. Phillips to move bis whisky out of town 
in haste. He declined to do so. They then 
went to his shop and broke in and found 
several jugs, which they placed on the out- 
side. Mrs. Sallie Woolverton, captain of the 
squad, took an ax and broke the jugs and 
spilled their contents. They notified him 
that if he renewed the traffic in spirits they 
would hickory-whip him and administer a 
coat of tar and feathers. 


Tans is from the Catholic Union and Times: 
It appears that a Mrs. Michael Higgins, the 
wife of a glassblower in Tiffia, O., recently 
gave birth to her twenty-second child. Com- 
menting upon the fruitful occurrence, the 
Workingwoman declares that this mother 
« could furnish more children than all of 
Rev. Dr. Hall’s congregation of 2,800 com- 
municants put together—whose whole num- 
ber of born babies during the past year was 
but twelve.” Mrs. Higgins is a poor, God- 
fearing Irish Catholic who obeys the divine 
command: '' Thou shalt not kill.” 


Senator BLAI, in behalf of the majority 
of the woman’s suffrage committee, the other 
day reported favorably a proposed constitu. 
‘tional amendment to giv woman the right of 
‘suffrage. Senator Blair, in a report accom- 
panying the bill, says: “ Prejudice and cus. 
‘tom hav denied to woman the suffrage, but it 
sis impossible to giv a reason for the exercise 
.of suffrage by man which does not apply 
‘with equal or greater force in favor of woman 


Y 


suffrage.” This favorable report follows 
closely upon the unanimous report of the 
house committee on the judiciary on the same 
subject. 


Ir the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum 
honestly believe that the enjoyment of works 
of art on the Sabbath is a sin, it may not be 
impertinent to ask if they conceal the works 
of art in their own homes from the eyes of 
their innocent children. Not that we would 
care to see this done, for we hav no respect 
for that brand of superiority. They are dis- 
playing such an uncalled-for amount of piety 
that there is a growing distrust of the sincer- 
ity of their motivs. These superlativly good 
custodians, who are willing to see the en- 
tire American public. go to the demnition 
bow-wows, rather than not hav their own 
way, are in a position where consistency is 
impossible.— Life. 


Mr. Kentaro Kangro, secretary of the 
Japanese privy council, told a Unitarian 
association last year that, to his thinking, 
Unitarianism is the form best adapted to the 
Japanese mind. ‘‘ Buddhism in its highest 
state and Unitarianism,” according to Mr. 
Kaneko, “are just the same," and hence the 
change would be in name only. Yet he would 
make the transformation, and for the same 
reason presented by Mr. Fukuzawa, because 
" Japanese religion must follow the general 
tide of civilization,” and because it is easier 
to take '* Unitarianism, which comes from the 
West in the line of civilization, than to build 
up the old Buddhist doctrin it has had for a 
thousand years.” To him it is merely a mat- 
ter of policy. 


Tar Christian Inquirer (Baptist) says: 
“ The sale of the pirated edition of the En. 
cyclopedia Britannica has occasioned a great 
controversy. A wholesome fear of the law 
has caused some to desist from, and others, 
with a fuller understanding of the rights of 
property, to abandon its sale. It is rather 
surprising, therefore, that the ‘ Baptist Book 
Concern,’ at Louisville, Ky., should be found 
advertising this ‘monarch of cyclopedias,’ 
and offering a ‘ phenomenal opportunity’ to 
those who will subscribe for it. It rightly 


-calls this the ‘book sensation of the year,’ 


and probably before long Messrs. Black & 
Co. will giv this book concern such a ‘ sensa- 
tion’ as will greatly enlarge its conception of 
the meaning of that word.” 


Ir report is to be relied on, the Chinese hav 
still à long way to go before they will be in a 
position to avail themselvs of the benefits of 
modern scientific progress. It is stated that 
the imperial palace, by order of the young 
emperor, was fitted throughout with electric 
lights. The imperial cabinet was called to- 
gether to witness the formal opening of the 
new system of illumination. Instead, how- 
ever, of their expressing admiration of the 
brilliant light, they stood aghast. This 
wonderful sheen, which came and went at 
the touch of a button, could only be the off- 
spring of supernatural powers, and was prob- 
ably a machination of evil spirits. Thus in 
solemn conclave the mandarins decided, and 
in a few days the electrical plant was re- 
moved. 


INVOLUNTARY listeners sometimes hear 
atrange revelations of life in the course of 
their long trips up and down town on 
the elevated trains, reports a Sun writer. 
Two talkativ ladies sat in one of the cross 
seats on a trip from Grand street to Har- 
lem and poured out a fiood of talk into 
the ears of an amused gentleman sitting 
behind them, whom they had no idea of en- 
tertaining. ‘‘ Yes," said one of the twain, 
* my oldest boy has left the church in 116th 
street and joined one in 109ih street, and he 
likes it ever so much better. They hav a 
baseball nine at the new church, and only 
boys who attend there can belong toit. They 
called the club after Elbridge T. Gerry and 
the minister went to see Mr. Gerry and 
got him to giv them a new set of equip- 
ments. The boys hav the use of a vacant 


lot at Fifth avenue and 112th street for them- 
selvs, and none of the other boys can play 
there. My boy has joined the club, and you 
don’t know how much better he is pleased 
since he went there to church.” Who says 
the churches are not progressiv? 


Ar the Universal Peace Congress which 
lately met in London, G. B., Sir H. de Burgh 
Lawson, who occupied the chair, said: ‘I 
&m opposed to opening our sessions with 
prayer, because the clergy do not attempt to 
rebuke the national war spírit among our 
people, and consequently our cause is not, as 
a rule, aided by them." Commenting on this, 
a writer in the Workmums Advocate says: 
* He might hav added that there the digni- 
taries of the state church even permitted the 
text of their authorized Bible to be garbled 
in the ninth command of their God, which is, 
‘Thou shalt not kill? Intheir prayer-book, 
which is read to the soldiers, it is changed to 
‘Thou shalt do no murder.’ It will readily 
be perceived that by that clerical thimblerig- 
ging the original command is revoked, for in 
Britain’s army and navy ‘killing’ by com- 
mand of Victoria or by order of her agents 
is not ruled to be ‘ murder.’” 


Tux power of the Catholic Index Expurga- 
torius, says the San Francisco Freethought, 
is shown in the fate of Lilian Leland’s book, 
* A Woman’s Journey Around the ld.” 
No WorE-DY € S Enon author 
ever received à more cordial welcome from 
the press of the country. If editorial com. 
mendation could carry a literary venture 
through to success this one would hav had a 
tremendous sale. Butit seems that the Cath- 
olic church has its agents in the headquarters 
ofthe News Company at New York. These 
agents discovered that Lilian Leland had 
satirized the holy pictures and relics at Rome, 
and her book was condemned. Not only 
were all the agencies throughout the country 
ordered to cease handling it, as soon as this 
discovery was made, but they were instructed 
to gather up and return all unsold copies; 
the result being that a large part of the edi- 
tion was piled back upon the publisher's 
hands, and he had to pay express charges on 
the books returned. 'The thing was done 
quietly but effectivly, and we know of no 
place where ‘‘A Woman's Journey Around 
the World" is for sale except at this office. 


Mr. Booxzz T. WasnINGTON, president of 
the Tuskegee Normal School, one of the 
most competent and cultivated colored men 
in the country, has just expressed himself 
thus in the Christian Union: “ After coming 
into direct contact with the colored ministers 
for eight years in the heart of the South I 
hav no hesitancy in asserting that three- 
fourths of the Baptist ministers are unfit, 
either mentally or morally, or both, to preach 
the gospel to anyone or to attempt to lead 
anyone. . The character of many of 
these preachers can be judged by one, of 
whom it is said that, while he was at work 
in a cotton field in the middle of July, he 
suddenly stopped, looked upward, and said, 
* O Lord, de work is so hard, de cotton is so 
grassy, and de sun am go hot, I bleave this 
darkey am called to preach.’ With few ex- 
ceptions the preaching of the colored minis- 
try is emotional in the highest degree, and 
the minister considers himself successful in 
proportion as he is able to set the people in 
all parts of the congregation to groaning, 
uttering wild screams, and jumping, finally 
going into atrance. One of the principal 
ends sought by most of these ministers is 
their salary, and to this everything else is 
made subservient.” And the Baptist Leader, 
the organ of the colored Baptists of Alabama, 
says: '' The greatest object of over two.thirds 
of the Baptist ministers of Alabama is to 
collect their salaries. They care no more for 
the moral and intellectual training of the 
people than they care for the snap of their 
finger. They care no more for schools, pub. 
lic enterprises han if there were no such 
things.” 
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Tomas STEVENS, & correspondent of the 
New York World who is now traveling 
through Russia, writes: ‘‘ Every mile of the 
way from Moscow the baleful effect of the 
vodka has thrust itself into our notice, and 
we asked our hosts why the Russian priests, 
like the priests of other countries, didn’t exert 
themselvs in the cause of temperance. The 
mass of the Russian population are swayed 
by the sentiments of devotion to the church 
and its precepts. Two days out of every 
week, the whole of the seven weeks of Lent, 
three weeks in June, from the beginning of 
November till Christmas, or about seven 
months out of the twelve, the ignorant and 
reverential moujik starves his long-suffering 
stomach at the bidding of the church. Dur- 
ing all that time he denies himself even eggs 
and milk, nor deems the conditions of. his 
spiritual well-being hard. But though the 
church would rebuke him for swallowing a 
glass of milk in fast time, it says not a word 
against, but rather encourages, the swallow- 
ing of an inordinate quantity of the fiery and 
biting vodka. ‘ Why this state of affairs? 
we asked. Andoh! the devotion of the an- 
swer: ‘It is bad for the people to drink 
vodka, but what would the czar do without 
the taxes on its consumption?’ they replied. 
It was bad for the moujiks to ruin themselvs, 
but for the sake of the czar all things must be 
endured. Undoubtedly the lower strata of 
the Russian population are the drunkenest 
people under the sun. Looking back over 
our road, as the thought occurs to me, I re- 
member no Village, save Volosovo, in which 
drunken people were not very much in evi- 
dence. At every wayside traklir where we 
atayed over night the fore part of the night 
would be more or less of a pandemonium, 
from the shouting and singing of roystering 
moujiks filled with vodka. I hav seen gangs 
of gray-haired old men, Russian prototypes 
of Si Seth and the rest of them in ‘The Old 
Homestead,’ see-sawing, flinging their arms 
about, and making fools of themselvs gener- 
ally in the sight of the whole village, yet not 
attracting to themselvs so much as the curi- 
ous or reproachful gaz? of a single woman. 
Curious as it may sound to American ears, 
the Russian priests are notorious boozers. 
A village priest may get drunk as often as he 
pleases, and by so doing does not forfeit the 
respect of his parishioners. It is no uncom. 
mon thing, so I am told, for a priest to drink 
himself into a state of beastly intoxication. 
And the ' black clergy,’ the monks who spin 
out an indolent existence in the five hundred 
monasteries of the empire, drink brandy out of 
beer glasses. But don’t imagin that all Rus- 
sia is shocked at this consumption of spirits 
by its priesthood—these ‘ carryings-on’ as we 
should call it. Nothing of the kind. The 
relations of priest and people in Russia are 
curious to the Protestant mind. The Russian 
is devoted to the church, aud demands of his 
priest that he be able to perform the rituals. 
Whether the priest is of a good moral char- 
acter or the reverse has no weight with the 
worshipers. To them he is merely the auto- 
matic human machine, a necessary adjunct 
to the church, to swing the censer and marry 
them, and say masses for them and bury 
them. He never attempts to influence their 
moral character, and they hold him in no sort 
of respect. As to vodka, if they trouble 
themselvs about it at all, it is to envy him his 
ability to purchase enough to get drunk on 
oftener than they themselvs can afford to. I 
hav said more about vodka-drinking than I 
intended to in this paper. The evil of it is so 
prominently to the fore, however, and the 
subject so prolific, that when once entered 
upon it is hard to get away from. That 
vodka-drinking is at the root of three-fourths 
of the misery one sees in Russia I am already 
fully persuaded. The evil is enormous, but 
the remedy is not so easily found. The rev- 
enues are correspondingly enormous, and the 
universal adoption of temperance by the peas- 
antry would bankrupt the government at 
once. Thé revenues from vodka pay the ex- 
penses of both army and navy.” 
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~ Gammuanications. 


Christians, Christianity, Religion. 


. Had I, some years ago, undertaken to define these 
terms, I should hav summed them up in a few 
words; but having, later on—both in a public and 
private way—witnessed numerous discussions upon 
Liberal subjects, I find there exists great diversity 
of opinion, not only among Christians but also 
among Liberal-minded people, respecting who should 
and who should not be called Christians. Henos, 
ae reason for this extended treatment of the sub- 
ject. 

The words “ Christianity " and “ Christian” are, 
of course, derivations of ihe name Christ, they having 
to some extent been pronounced with the long 
sound of the è But notwithstanding the fact that 
every denomination of religious people who hav em- 
braced the doctrins of Ohrist, hav laid claim to the 
name Christian, and notwithstanding this fact, also, 
that each one, in regular order as if came upon the 
stage of action, sincerely believed that it embraced 
the sum total of religious truth; yet every succes- 
siv faction virtually declared that their predecessors, 
in the true sense of the term, were not Christians. 
In discussions where mention has been made of the 
persecutions participated in by various sects of Chris- 
tian people, it has been asserted that their religion 
was not true Christianity, entirely overlooking the 
fect that Christ himself absolutely taught persecu- 
tion. The Protestant insists that Catholicism is not 
Obristianity, and the Catholic declares that Protest- 
antism is not Christianity. Universalists are of 
opinion that Oslvinism is not true Christianity, and 
the Calvinists feel assured that Universalism is not 


' Christianity. The Baptist, too, thinks he approaches 


more nearly the Christian truth than those of any 
other creed ; the Methodist is quite sure his doctrin 
is a fulfillment of the aciuai mearing of Ohrist’s 
teachings, and the Campbellites are perfectly positiv 
that they are the only true Christians, while the 
“Latter Day Saint” is almost paralyzed with wonder 
because everyone cannot see the true way as he 
sees it. 

On the part of some Liberal thinkers it is claimed 
that morality, according to the scriptures, is not 
necessary to salvation; that salvation is dependent 
alone on faith and worship, and that Christianity, 
therefore, does not embrace morality, and that those 
-only are Christians who believe in and practics faith 
and worship. 

In view of this diversity in opinions, the questions: 
Who are Christians, what is Christisnity, what are 
the fundamental principles of the same, and what is 
religion? are pertinent ones. 

Here we should be careful not to switch clear off 
the main track. Let us be honest and fair. Let us 
not assert that what they (the Christians) claim as 
gold is all alloy until we hav given it a scientific 
test; and, moreover, le$ ua not maintain that the 
amount of their alloy is greater than their claimed 
weight of goid. 

First. Religion being a system of faith and wor- 
ship, it is claimed that it may be practiced by a 
people who do not observe moral precepts. That is 
true so far as one kind of morality is concerned, but 
here is a fact which should not be overlooked. 

Second. If faith and worship were not regarded as 
moral, they would not be practiced. If they were 
regarded as immoral, religion, as an institution for 
good, could not exist for a day. If faith and wor- 
Ship are not moral they, however, form only a part 
of Ohrist's religion, for Christ urged morality with as 
much zeal as he did faith and worship; therefore 
morality is as much a part of Christ's religion as 
faith or worship, and cannot, rightly, be other than a 
fundamental principle of Christianity. All Chris- 
tians so understand this, and point with pride to the 
Golden Rule and other sayings of Ohrist relativ to 
morality; or, at least, what they believe to be 
morality. Then, if we accept the actual teachings of 
Christ as a basis of Christianity, all of his teachings, 
whether good or bad—. e., all which pertain to the 
welfare of man, or the inculcation of duty to God— 
form a part cf Christianity. In other words, all 
people who are influenced by the precepts and ex- 
ample of Jesus—whether to make peace or war, it 
matters noi—are followers of Jesus ; and if followers 
of Jesus, they are Christians, and their religion, 
therefore, Christianity. If religion and morality em- 
body entirely different meanings, as has been alleged, 
the word “ Christianity,” nevertheless, binds them 
into one indissoluble compound. Christ’s system of 
religion contains the three elements— faith, worship, 
and morality. The prescription reads thus: Faith, 
1 part; worship, 1 part; morality, 1 part. Should 
we leave out either one of these ingredients, then, in 
a strict sense, we hav no Ohristignity. And be it 
observed in this connection, that a very large pro- 
portion of the drug “ morality ” placed on the market 
by Jesus, is impure and poisonous, but since it is 
his medicin, it cannot by any means be left out of 
the prescription, even though when taken it produces 
a moral blight among the people. If the preserip- 


tion is to be filled at all, let it be compounded from 
the medicin Jesus left in stock. Here is some of it: 
“Take no thought for the morrow.” “A rich man 
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” “ But 
these mine enemies which would not that I should 
rule over them, bring hither and slay them before 
me.” 

These, with the embodied biblical declara- 
tion that angels, yes, heavenly angels, sre to 
engsge in gathering together and burning up wicked 
human beings—delightful, rapturous doctrin !— 
these, I repeat, with many other immoral teachings 
of Christ, constitute no small part of the system 
called Christianity. 

Yet, although the doctrins of heavenly bliss and 
eternal pain are fundamental principlee of Christian- 
ity, they are not more so than the principle, “Do 
unto others as you would that others should do unto 
you,” nor more so than many of the immoral princi- 
ples which came directly from Jesus. 

Christ evidently intended many of his teachings 
as moral, the outcome of which are decidedly im- 
moral, but the Christian is blinded and deluded to 
such an extent that he deems the author of these 
very teachings a model of wisdom and goodness. 

But whatever is of Ohrist's teachings relativ to 
duty toward God or man, is of his religion, and 
whatever is a part of his religion—as above stated— 
must necessarily be a part of Christianity. And 
again, whatever of his teachings, whether good or 
bad—if followed and embodied into a religion by 
those who accept him as the teacher of morals—can 
not be other then constituent elements of Christian- 
ity, and therefore those creeds the advocates of 
which hav, and do, indulge in persecutions on the 
strength of Christ's teachings favoring persecution, 
are undeniably Christians and their religion true 
Christianity. 

If we accept Christ as divine, his teachings of 
course form the basis of his religion. If we accepi 
him as a moral teacher only, they are in the same 
gense the foundation of his religion, and therefore 
the bulwark of Christianity. 

It matters not so far as the religion of Christianity 
is concerned, whether Ohrist was God or man; 
whether the Holy Ghost was his father ; whether he 
was crucified between two thieves, or whether he 
actually arose from the dead. The truth or falsity 
of these early Christian assumptions has no direct 
bearing on the subject. The question concerns the 
religion of Christ, or his teachings relativ to salva- 
tion, and to the moral good of mankind. Whether 
morality is essential to salvation or not, Christ must 
hav so regarded it, or at least, he considered it an in- 


dispensable auxiliary to the proper exercise of faith. 


and worship, else why did he teach morality? Mo- 
raliby consisim of virtue, works, conduct. “For as 
the body without the spiri$ is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also”(James ii, 26). We should apply 
the same rule of criticism to '' faith" and “ worship " 
as to the Golden Rule, or to any moral or immoral 
utterance of Jesus. Indeed, every saying of Jesus, 
whether appertaining to religion, faith, and worship, 
or morality, should be tested by the veritable laws 
of ethics. The name “ Christianity,” then, involves 
the consideration of the moral and immoral teachings 
of Jesug—ihis and nothing more. The name “ re- 
ligion" bespeaks duty to God for the good of man, 
and as religion is either right or wrong, it is moral 
or immoral, and we hav no means of deciding upon 
the virtue of a teaching except through its effect 
upon humanity, and this must be determined by the 
science of ethics. Religion, however, is not confined 
strictly to faith and worship, it possesses an etymo- 
logical meaning (to bind together), yet it has been 
asserted that the supernatural is by far the greater 
part; but this is not true, for every good work of all 
Christians in every Christian country is due to relig- 
ion in its etymological and ethical sense, and the 
good works of Christians are by no means an insig- 
nificant partof theirrelgion. Let us giv the devil his 
due! Let us understand the true situation! Is 
there any gold dust adhering to the rock, that 
vaunted foundation of Christianity—let the devotees 
hav every grain. 

The “supernatural” is the dangerous element of 
religion. It is the quicksand cf the emotions. It 
is fickle. It has no foundation in fact, and for these 
reasons death and desolation must ever follow in its 
wake. And especially is this true of the supernat- 
uralism of the Bible. 

Revealed religion, Bible religion, the religion of 
the New Testament, is immoral. It is immoral be- 
eause it teaches the recognition of an imaginary 
authority superior to the enlightened reason of man. 
It is immoral because man has been misguided by 
these teachings and led to torture his fellow-brother. 
This is à natural result of true Bible religion, and 
very much of what may properly be termed Bible 
morality produces the same effect. Now, if that 
which is taught as religion produces an excess on 
the side of unhappiness, it is immoral ; if the balance 
favors the side of happiness, allowing this to be pos- 
sible, it would prove the morality of the religion. 


‘Then, too, if that. which is taught as morality pro- 
duces an excess of unhappiness, beyond its equilib- 
rium of happiness, it is immoral; but if a surplus 
of happiness is produced, it is because the teaching 
is moral. From this itis plain that that which is 
denominated religion, even in a supernatural sense, 
is susceptible to the moral test, and if we can weigh 
it in the moral scales, it must be akin to morality. 
We cannot test philology by mathematics, nor 
botany by metaphysics; neither could we test 
religion by morality if they were, as is claimed, en- 
tirely separate from each other. The tendency in 
either case is toward morality or immorality. If re- 
ligion be an evil, the only way to prove it is by 
ethical science. |: 

Here is another point. Christ taught faith and 
worship because he believed it right to do so, and if 
he regarded their promulgation as right, he, of 
course, taught them in a moral sense. Hence, they 
are not immoral because of the names “ faith” and 
* worship,” but because of some ill effect to society 
as & sequence of their observance. Religion, in a 
supernatural sense, even, was inaugurated for the 
purpose of benefiting the human race. It is taught 
for that purpose now. Who will deny this? If 
these assertions be true, then it is not the idea which 
is immoral; neither is it the purpose; nor yet the 
name. It is simply the misconceptions of the real, 
and natural, basis of right and wrong in connection 
with the practice of false conceptions respecting the 
Supernatural idea, which are, in a legitimate sense, 
immoral. 

If belief in the supernatural were stripped of all 
arbitrary infinit authority as a guiding agent toward 
actions of right, it could not possibly hav a decided 
immoral effect. 

There is, also, claim made by some, that if Jesus 
is not divine, or if the Bible is proved false respect- 
ing the doctrin of hell, the whole Christian system 
falls to the ground. ` 

To this we reply—only the supernatural will fall. 
Christ may and will stand as a moral teacher, pro- 
viding his teachings are sufficiently good to sustain 
him, and to fill the requirements of a growing en- 
lightenment. Christ himself did not claim to be 
divine; but we think he believed in hell. We are 
led to this conclusion by references which were oc- 
casionally made by him respecting that more than 
temperate climate. He did not, however, speak of 
hell as an originator setting forth a belief unknown 
to the world. He spoke of it in the light of a fore- 
gone conclusion that such a place really existed, and 
that the people even then entertained such belief. 

Here, again, it should not be forgotten that the 
“faith” and “worship” part of Christ’s religion or 
any other religion is antecedent to all records, either 
of stone or parchment. This kind of religion—to 
hav faith in and worship God—was, as every thinker 
knows, born of ignorance and was old before the 
advent cf Christ into the world. Christ, then, did 
not create religion ; neither did Buddha, Mohammed, 
or Confucius. It existed prior to their time and 
was handed down from generation to generation 
until it reached, in turn, Buddha, Confucius, Jesus, 
Mohammed, and we might add Smith, Swedenborg, 
and last of all Schweinfurth. Hach of these embraced 
the same fundamental principles, the same religion 
of faith, worship, and moral precept, differing only 
in the construction of their several systems, in their 
rites and ceremonies, and in some of the minor 
details. Worship and morality are fundamental 
principles in all. In the time of Christ the fall of 
man was an established belief—he was to be for- 
ever lost. This suggested the atonement, the divine 
echeme (?) cf salvation, and upon this ground the 
various saviors of the world hav appeared and 
preached and suffered and died, each one claiming 
to be the true savior of mankind and each one prom- 
ising eternal life to all who believed in him and 
obeyed his commandments. 

Jesus appears in the list with many others and 
promises eternal life and complete absolution from 
sin to all who accept him as the one and only true 
mediator between God and man. Man, it should be 
remembered, was predestined to be lost. Christ had 
nothing whatever to do with establishing that perti- 
nent truth (?); his religion was, substantially, to 
prepare his followers for escaping the direful calam- 
ity which was to befall them, and therefore does not 
consist in teaching directly that lost state which it is 
said awaits the unbeliever when done with this life, 
or that which it is said awaited the entire world 
without a savior. It is evident from the teachings 
of Christ that he accepted the prevalent theories of 
his time concerning the existence of God, the crea- 
tion, fall of man, etc, and his religion was that, or at 
least was intended to be that, which would induce 
the race of man to escape the predestined conse- 
quences of the wrath of God without an intercessor 
or that which was to be the dismal fate of original 
sin. From these facts it would seem that the pas- 
sage, *He that believeth not shall be damned,” in 
the light of predestination is no part of Christ’s relig- 
ion—it is a part of the teachings imputed to hin— 
a part of Christianity, but not of his religion. This 
passage inoulcates cruelty, and cruelty does not con- 
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form to religion in its legitimate sense. There is 
nothing cruel in faith, neither is there in voluntary 
worship, nor yet in loving God or obeying any rea- 
sonable commands. Hence, religion, per se, is not 
and was not intended by God or conscientious man 
to be cruel. Cruelty, in truth, is a product of exist- 
ing religions, but the fault is not in the true mean- 
ing of that term, but in the foundation upon which 
the religion resta. 

It is the Bible. This book ‘of holy writ basely 
grants a license to persecute. It also encourages 
malice, envy, hatred, and strife. But tell. me, what 
do we find in the most comprehensiv meaning of the 
term religion, which indicates cruelty in any sense 
whatever? Nothing, simply nothing! We cannot 
torture the word into any such meaning ; neither can 
we the word morality. Yet many things bay been 
taught as moral precepts which hav resulted in pain 
and death to the people, and although this is true, 
we cannot justly lay the blame to morality. Then, 
neither can we blame religion alone, for the evil 
which emanates from Christianity. The desolation 
lurks in the intolerant, debasing, polluted, and 
monstrous teachings, which, on account of ignorance 
and corrupt natures, hav been woven into both relig- 
ion and morality, there to remain, a moral poison, 
the effect of which is "man's inhumanity to man.” 
We favor eradicating every vestige of evil from both 
our popular religion and prevailing morality ; and if 
religion in its Supernatural sense contains no redeem- 
ing quality whatever, then, we say, let it perish ; 
but we should not vigorously condemn a term which 
bears no significant evil meaning. 

I am not, however, in favor of the word except in 
a phonetic sense. 

It is a beautiful word, but “religion” will ever 
bear with it unpleasant memories. Its phonetic 
tones will ever unfold scenes of cruel torture—vwill 
ever cause to be painted upon the canvas of the mind 
pictures of the mangled dead. 

The word should become obsolete. 

The ultimatum of Christ's religion is to induce 
men to fulfill certain requirements that they may es- 
cape future punishment and be fitted to enjoy eternal 
bliss in heaven. 

Balief, of course, is one of the essential requisits. 
To believe in and observe his teachings is all- 
sufficient, but even this, it will be noticed, was taught 
in a moral sense—could be taught in no other. 

Christ believed it was right, and in accord with 
beneficence, that a way to escape the consequences 
of original sin be provided ; he believed it right that 
he assume the mediatorship between God and man. 
He believed it right to encourage faith, and inculcate 
worship. 

Therefore, these were both taught in a moral sense, 
and as principles of religion they cannot be separated 
from the moral teachings of Christ. 

The qualities which hav robed the affections in 
the drapery of despair are not pure religion, but 
immorality. 

Religion aud morality are so interwoven with im- 
moral teachings that the former must ever bear the 
stigma of the latter. From the very nature and 
meaning of the word, the religion of Christ cannot 
possibly consist of any teaching not intended by him 
to benefit the race of man. 

If he really taught the doctrin of hell, he could 
not in reason hav intended it asa doctrin for the 
religious good of humanity either in this life, or the 
life which he proclaimed continues beyond this vale 
of tears, because a hell could not be for the genuin 
good of any human being. Anda belief that pun- 
ishment will be inflicted cannot inspire a feeling of 
duty toward the inflieter. But believing in future 
punishment, or hell, he referred to it asa place to 
be inhabited only in consequence of a non-fulfillment 
of the religious teachings set forth hy him. If he 
did not believa in future punishment, yet encouraged 
moral action through fear of hell, he is a hypocrit. 
We prefer to think that Christ taught future punish- 
ment because he go believed, and that he referred to 
it as a penalty for sin, and not as a part of his relig- 
ion. 

Had the so-valled lost state of man not been pred- 
icated, and had Jesus been the first to advance such 
a doctrin, then it might in justice be termed his, or 
at least a part of his religion. Again, if he taught 
hell fire at all, he taught it in a moral sense. To 
illustrate—I may say to an ignorant person: “If you 
violate that law you will be arrested, fined, and im- 
prisoned.” I impart the information because I wish 
to save him this fate, and not because I am a law- 
giver, or that I justify the punishment. This is 
morality. Obrist said: “If you believe not, you 
shall be damned.” The desire to save his people 
from the fate of being punished brings this declara- 
tion within the domain of the moral. There is no 
religion whatever in the act of inculcating this doc- 
trin ; but, nevertheless, it is a part of the Christian 
system, and as God is the being who is to inflict the 
punishment on those who do not accept the teach- 
ings of Christ, we find this doctrin inseparably 
linked to the supernatural, hence the gospel for the 
infliction of pain is a supernatural, or immoral part 
of Christianity. But the inherent motiv on the part 


of the teacher, to incite men to be good, or to attain 
specific ends, is a moral one, and the very existence 
of the imaginary actuality of this immoral belief 
excites, or augments the tendencies of the masses 
toward doing good, which per se is moral. In a dif- 
ferent light still, it is certainly unnecessary for man 
through the agencies of a supernatural religion to 
assign innumerable absurdities to an imaginary be- 
Ing, or even to accept imputed supernatural author- 
ity when it is known to be cruel and contrary to 
reason. The word religion does not mean authority 
of God over man; it means duty of man to God 
without the implication of any- consequences what- 
ever as a sequence of the assumed duty not being 
recognized. 

The consequences hav been thrown in for a vile pur- 
pose. Religion, of course, is the natural outgrowth 
—under certain laws and conditione—of the emo- 
tional nature of man, or more correctly speaking, it 
is an outgrowth of fear and is sustained by the influ- 
ence, or through the influence, of the emotions. 
Now, if we can find no trace of evil in the constituent 
elements of mind which participate in religion, we 
must then look for some particular cause outside of 
the natural functions of these elements for the wide- 
spread evils which in the name of religion hav 
sfilicted the people. The religious and moral ele- 
ments are veneration, consoientiousness, hope, spirit- 
uality, and benevolence—neither one of which bears 
any relation whatever to erueliy or injustice. "They 
hav the opposit tendency, and if cruelty ever ema- 
nates therefrom, it is because the desire to do what is 
believed to be right is greater than human sympa- 
thy. It is because the judgment is in error, and 
because people entertain the foolish belief that under 
some circumstances God approves of, and even re- 
quires, the infliction of pain. And it is a historical 
fact, too, that the greater the honesty and sincerity 
of believers, the more pain they will inflict. 

The foregoing reveals a pertinent truth, that a 
faculty the natural tendency of which is toward good 
may be instrumental in the performance of evil deeds ; 
but in such case, the mind, even in its entirety, does 
not realize that the deeds are evil." Hence, ignorance 
is the esuse—esdueation the remedy. Again, the 
name “religion” does not imply a needed cruelty 
on the part cf God. It implies obedience ; but the 
meaning or nature of religion does not call for that 
obedience which would cause the death of innumer- 
able people. The name also implies worship, but 
although degrading, there is nothing in the meaning 
of the term which implies persecution either in this 
world or the world to come, as a consequence of the 
non: fulfillment of this requirement. It is ignorance. 
It is false belief nurtured into life by motivs for ac- 
complishing corrupt ends, and then woven into 
religion until it has become an inseparable part of it. 
It is this, through the medium of religion, which 
has proved so disastrous to the human race. 

For this reason I would not concede for a moment 
that religion in a supernatural sense is not objec- 
tionable ; nay, it has been the scourge of mankind, 
and it will ever prove a curse to the world, just so 
long as the imagination of man puts words of 
authority into the imaginary mouth of an imagi- 
nary being. Herein is the embryo of all religious 
immoralities. 

The supernatural admits of no definit basis from 
which to reason; in fact, it chokes the breath right 
out of reason. This is the solution. It is useless 
for reason to go in search of knowledge, because 
religion already knows! It knows because im- 
sginary words hav been put into the mouth of an 
imaginary God, and when anything is positivly 
known, investigation is needless. When God asserts 
a thing it is the grand fiat of eternal truth—so thinks 
the Christian. For this reason religion is stationary. 
It is stationary because more than two thousand 
years ago man emptied his entire stock of wisdom 
into a weird, phantssmie infinit body! (?)—an im- 
aginary God—and then turned right about and said 
that this fountain of wisdom had always existed ; 
that it was infinit, and that he (man) absorbed what 
little he knew from this exhaustless store of knowl- 
edge. This being the wisdom which was to regale 
the coming man, which was preordained to warm the 
cockles of his heart in times of tribulation and 
rare distreas, we can readily understand why religion 
is stationary. The stop cock of this fountain has 
been turned on for eighteen hundred years, the ssme 
stale wisdom continues to flow, and they who drink 
pretend that it is just a little cleaner and sweeter 
than the enlightened wisdom of to-day. Again, re- 
ligion ia stationary because it is supposed to come 
from God. God is supposed to be perfect. Perfect 
God makes perfect Bible. Perfect Bible makes per- 
fect religion. Perfect religion needs no change. 

Prehistoric truth boiled down, and still palatable 
in the nineteenth century! The reasoning is good 
and the argument conclusiv upon its hypothetical 
basis, but it is strongly suggestiv of a meager allow- 
ance of brain tissue, and is about on a par with— 
Big Injun! much mystery! man not wise! great 
spirit heap smart! ugh! 

' I hav no use for‘any of the prevalent religions, 
because they deal with assumptions and not with 


facts. Morality will satisfy every essential requisit 
for the happiness and perpetuity of the race—it 
builds upon a physical basis. -I hav no ethical use 
for religion, because it has no fixed basis of right; 
because in its supernatural sense it abdicates reason ; 
because it accepts emotional impressions as truths; 
because it rejects a natural foundation, and because 
from the sequence of these truisms the progress of 
the world has been hindered and the human race 
made wretched and miserable. Science is able to 

cast off the rubbish because reason is permitted to 

determin, and conscience to assert, what the rubbish 

is. Not so with religion. It is just what the mor- 

bid imagination and pueril common sense of prim- 

itiv man madeit. It has undsrgone slight modifi- 

cation, of course, but the very act of modifying is an 

insult to an omnipotert author. Religion, in a 

supernatural sense, is just what the imagination of 

man has made it, and the more erratic the imagina- 

tion the more faatastic and nonsensical the religion. 

From the foregoing, it will be seen that religion 

cannot be entirely separated from morality, £e, 

religion a8 it would be if in keeping with the nature 

and meaning of the word. Butreligion as it is, with 

its multiplicity of evils such as now form the body 

of Christianity, is to a great extent the very opposit 

of morality. It must not be forgotten, however, 

that religion in its etymological sense is practiced, 

and with good effect, too, by Christian people. 

Christianity embraces the supernatural, the etymo- 

logical, and ethical; but without regard to terms the 

Christian mixes these all together and calls the com- 

pound religion. The correct name is Christianity. 

The question arises here: Is it necessary to fulfill 
every teaching and obey every mandate of Christ in 
order to be a Christian? We answer, no; decidedly 
no. If this be required, then there is not & Christian 
on earth ; for many of Christ's teachings are contrary 
to nature and cannot, in a general sense, be fulfilled. 
If such a rule was recognized by the adherents of 
our political, social, and industrial institutions, thou- 
sands of men would be deprived of a party name, 
because, from a diversity in mental aptitudes, it is 
impossible that any political, social, moral, or religious 
teacher be followed by everyone to the very letter, 
even though the fulfillment of the teaching is within 
the bounds of a possibility. 

From this it is plain that if the cardinal principles 
be admitted, and the doctrins of g reformer be re- 
garded by a sect or class as the nearest approach to 
a definit standard of truth, then, whether his every 
teaching be universally accepted or not, if sufficient 
be embodied to form a creed, the adherents of this 
creed may justly bear the name of the preceptor, or 
the religion, or doctrin, set forth by him. An indi- 
vidual may embrace Spiritualism, be a Spiritualist, 
and yet not believe in materialization as taught by 
many of the leading Spiritualists of the day. Again, 
the teachings of Christ may be and are accepted by 
many people in a moral sense only. The Unitarians 
accept him as a moral teacher, but not as divine. In 
either case, humanity may profit by his moral in- 
structions, and in either case the world may suffer 
by his immoral teachings. 

The Unitarians sail under the suggestiv appellation 
“ Ohristian" because they accept Christ as a moral 
teacher, and not because they believe him divine. 
The names “ Christian” and “ Christianity” accord 
with both moral and religious practices, although 
devoid of a sirict compliance with every teaching of 
Christ. 

Thousands of Democrats hav voted the Democratic 
ticket who did not indorse every part of the Demo- 
cratic platform. There are, to-day, many Prohibi- 
tionists who do not indorse every method for curing 
the rum curse advocated and practiced by leading 
temperance people. 

So with the creeds of Christendom. t 

The Universalist is a Christian, even though he 
does not believe in eternal pain. The Calvinist is a 
Ohrisiian, although he believes in infant damnation. 
So the Oatholic, the Campbellite, the Latter Day 
Saint, and all others of the Christian creeds—they 
are all Christians. They may differ as to what they 
accept, and also as to what they reject, yet, ag they 
are governed by Christ's teachinge, they are Chris- 
tians and their religion Christianity. 

Then, as to what Ohristianity really is, there is but 
one answer: The good and bad precepts, or the 
moral snd immoral teachings, of Obrist, which hav 
been and are embodied in the creeds of Christendom 
or set forth in the gospels of the New Testament. 
In respect to who may properly be called Ohris- 
tians, we answer: Every individual, or sect, or 
people, whose conduct is shaped by these teachings. 
We believe according to our ability to grasp a truth, 
or a supposed truth; we practice according to the 
quantity embraced. Beyond this we cannot go. 

An individus] may be a mathematician and yet not 
comprehend every principle of mathematics. A mild 
temper may be accorded although the mind is not 
always tranquil. One may be generous and yet not 
giv to every object of charity. And likewise an in- 
dividual may rightly be termed a Christian if he 
pragtice either the good or evil teachings of Christ. 

Did one believe in the divinity of Jesus, and yet 
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regard all the teachings imputed to him as spurious, 
he could not be a Christian, because there would be 
no cause for action, and action of some kind is 
positivly the factor needed. According to Webster 
Ohristianity is the religion taught by Christ. A 
Christian is a disciple of Christ, a disciple is a fol- 
lower, and to be a follower is to imitate the one to 
be followed. This denotes action, and to imitate 
action calls for action on the part of the imitator. 
This proves that mere belief does not constitute 
one & Christian, and that they only are Christians 
who practice the teachings of Christ, or who, as an 
acknowledgment of the eause of Christianity, par- 
ticipate in some kind of mental action. Further, 


acts are directed by two classes of motivs—that which 


incites to the practice of original thought or precepts, 
and thai which incites to the practice of thoughts 
and precepts set forth by others, and ss action im- 
plies the existence of some rule of conduct to be fol- 
lowed, if such rule be a teaching—and it cannot be 
otherwise—then it is the practice of Christ’s teach- 
ings which constitutes Christianity, and not the mere 
belief in the divinity of Jesus. 

A man who believes in the divinity of Jesus, and 
believes also that virtuous conduct and all rules of 
right taught by Christ should be observed, yet if so 
constituted that he will not follow any of the good 
teachings of Christ, can we rightfully call him a 
Christian? We answer no, unless it be a fact that 
his evil doings were prompted by the teachings of 
Christ, in which case he would be a Christian. 

Again, if. one disbelieve in faith and worship, and 
disbelieve also in the divinity of Jesus, yet if he 
accepts the moral precepts of Christ as his standard 
of excellence-and follows the same he is undeniably 
a Christian. On the other hand, if he accept, in a 
practical sense, the teachings of Christ relatiy to faith 
and worship, entirely disregarding, and if possible 
disbelieving in, the Golden Rule, together with all 
kind and benevolent teachings, he is still a Obristian. 

Des Moines, Ia. N. ZEDIEER. 


Ten to One. 


To tae Eprror or Tux Trurs Serger, Sir: A 
young lawyer a few weeks sgo remarked to me in 


his office, “I am with you in sentiment, but I dare 
not take any activ part in the movement. I am 
just getting a start, and it would ruin me in my 
profession. I confess I am amoral coward.” He 
then gleefully quoted Colonel Ingersoll’s advice, “ If 
your children are likely to suffer for bread by an 
open declaration of your principles keep quiet. I 
will do the talking for you.” 

I hardly think the colonel said it in just that way, 
but I remember something like it, uttered by him in 
a jocose way ; at least I accepted it as a clever bit of 
irony. 

The Oatholics claim from eight to ten millions, 
Protestants from nineteen to forty millions; but 
Liberals hay ten times a8 many as both together. 
I devoutly wish I could find them in my travels. 

Looking for Liberals in some towns is akin to 
hunting for the celebrated needle in the historic hay- 
stack. If Liberals are as numerous as this, then it is 
my opinion that there is not enough stamina in Lib. 

-erals to save this republic. If Liberals outnumber 
the church people ten to one I despair of the Liberal 
movement. The damp of death is on its brow. I 
supposed that Liberalism tended to make a man of 
one ; fearless, bold, outspoken, candid, and courage- 
ous, as ready to rebuke an error in his own brother 
as in an implacable foe. 

That glorious man and live Liberal, J. D. Shaw, 
said in his Independent Pulpit: 

It is a sad commentary upon the candor and intellectual 
honesty of our times when we are forced to believe that 
there are in fact about ten Infidels—unbelievers—to every 
Christian believer, in this state. 

From this it will be seen that Brother Shaw also 
strikes ten. But he throws considerable light upon 
the matter by adding, "And yet not one out of 
every one hundred of these Infidels is a Liberal.” 
Just so! If there ware no more than five millions 
of Christians in this country, there ought to be, 
according to Westbrook, Mende, and Oraddock, 
fifty millions of Liberals. But according to Shaw, 
you cannot depend upon them, not one in a hundred. 
This shrivels the number to haif a millión. Hav we 
that many? A quarter of a dollar from esch Liberal 
once a year, would send the gospel of Liberalism 
into every neighborhood in the United States. Are 
there eighty public lecturers within our borders ? 
It is estimated that thereare eighty thousand preach- 
ers, a thousand preachers to one Liberal lecturer ; 
that is, one Christian does more than ten Liberals, a 
thousand to one, for the support of public meetings, 
than which nothing better has been devised for com- 
ing near to the people. 

When one of our religious opponents declares 
that Christianity has come to stay, while Liberalism 
is evanescent, and cites in corroboration what the 
parties do respectivly for the support of their ideas, 
it is not easy to convince a popular audience that he 
is not right. This latest utterance by President 
Westbrook and friends, that “ Liberals hav been 
hitherto but a rope of sand wherever public coóper- 
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ation has been concerned,” clinches the matter in 
the Christian's mind, that Liberalism does not hav 
the confidence of the people, while Christianity, 
with all its absurdities, inconsistencies, and im- 
moralities, is & popular and permanent institution. 


Aye, the Christian goes farther, and makes capital 


out of the fact that Liberals themselva hav no 


confidence in their own system, and instances in 


proof that Liberals help support the churches, pay 


money to build them, and send their children to 
Sunday-schools, where they sre taught that Infidels 


are a dangerous class of people, lacking in intelli. 
gence and good morals. 

Children naturally love the approbation of their 
mates, and do not want to be considered Infidel, 
consequently hests of children of Freethought par- 
ents end in joining the church, after which they are, 
so to speak, lionized by their Christian associstes. 
Christiens understand the art of fisttery to perfec. 
tion. Why should the children be censured? 
elders set them that example. All fathers and moth- 
ers that say, “It will not do for us to take any pub- 


lic action in favor of Liberalism ; it will injure our 
business and cut us off from society,” virtualiy teach 


their children to practice hypocrisy. This is severe, 
I admit, but it is true. 

Those Liberals who stay out of the church to 
save pew-rent ; who never do any thing to advance 


their own principles ; who never pay s dollar toward 
a course of Freethought lectures in their town; 
never subscribe for a Liberal paper, are do-ncthing 


Liberals. Is this the material of which Judge West- 


brook's Liberal army is composed? I do not see 


how he can gei ten Liberals to one of the church 
party by leaving them out. 


underrate those of our enemy? 


atand up and be counted for Liberalism as valiantly, 
at least, as Christians stand up for Jesus? How can 


any man or woman, convinced that Liberalism is 


true, giv it a sickly, half-hearted support ? 


Let us quit counting our millions and organize our 
Spartan thousands into one body of brave men and 
noble women who are not afraid of the frown of the 
We had better 
count only those who hav the grand courage of con- 
A smaller army of the right stuff is what 
we need. Let these few thousands throughout the 


church, nor of their neighbors. 
viction. 


United States unite to strengthen the Secular Union. 


Let them furnish not only good will and lots cf 
influence, but a good supply of money, so that the 


Secular Union can send good, willing workers into 
the whole country. Let the Liberals resolve at once 
to begin raising funds, and put $100,000 into the 
hands of our Secular Union officers, and ,place every 
lecturer on a salary of $1,000 a year and actual 
traveling expenses, the lecturer to solicit funds for 
the Union. This is a very emall salary for profes- 
sional people. But small as it-is, a siagle year’s trial 
would make Christian superstition shake from turret 
to foundation. 

I will write one more letter on this subject, enti- 
tled, * How Shall we Do 2?” . F. JAMIESON. 


Des Moines, Ia. 
—— — 9-49—— ———— 


* What Are We Doing?" 

While following the course of our daily avocations 
we naturally come in contact with persons of Liberal 
tendencies, and usually a conversation upon Liberal 
topics will ensue, buf when we narrow down our issues 
to practicality, and ask them if they would join some 
Liberal organization or subscribe to a Liberal paper, 
we almost invariably meet with this rejoinder, “What 
are you doing?” Seoularists, turn here and ask your- 
selvs the question, * What are we doing ?" and what 
will your answer be? What must it be? Now I 
hav frequently expressed my regret, both upon the 
platform and in Ts: Trurs Szzxer, at the apathetic 
attitude of Seculariste throughout the United States, 
and again I would urge upon them this simple fact, 
Apathy is the curse of our party. And to day many 
professing Secularists seak not so much to be in- 
structed, but only to ba amused. One great evil 
which the Secular party are subject to is that as soon 
88 & person becomes a Freathinker, his mind natur- 
ally turns toward the solving of Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic problems, and perhaps, having solved them to 
something like his own satisfaction he thinks he has 
a right to thrust them upon the great mass of Fres- 
thinkers whether they would hav them or not. And 
if no one can be found to giv him a willing ear, he at 
once deserts the old party which has made it possible 
for all others to exist, in search of greener fields and 
pastures new. All this has a tendency to bring within 
our ranks side issues, which result in the forma- 
tion of party factions who are continually fighting 
against each other instead of uniting themeelvs to 
fight the common foe. Under such conditions as 
these it is scarcely a matter of surprise that hardly 
any perceptible improvement in our party is accom- 
plished. I sometimes find myself almost giving way 
to despair when I see the utter disinterestedness, the 
utter indifference of many professing Fresthinkers, 
and this indifference seems all the more deplorable 
to me when I see around us on every hand these 


Their 


Is it not bad general- 
ship to overrate our numbers, and doubly so to 
Are we justifiable 


in counting people Liberals who are not willing to 


ghastly religious systems, who amidst their gaudy 
wealth and ceaseless ostentations stand as a 
stumbling-bicck to science and a bar to social prog- 
ress, and whose half-paralyzed limbs, galvanized into 
a spasmodic and unnatural activity, stand as a menace 
to all our workers and reformers. Secularists, why 
will you not rouse yourselvs from this state of 
quiescence, from your apparent slumbers, and awake 
Stimulated to activ perseverance by the conscious- 
ness that posterity will do us that justice which is 
denied us now? Secularism is apathetic just now, 
and some Secularists seem to be satisfied with the 
work that has been already accomplished, and while 
Seeularists are indulging in listless apathy, the 
superstitious are by no means idle, for they are 
to-day exerting themselvs with redoubled vigor; to 
prove this we hav only to observe the populerity of 
such shallow-brained individuals as Dr. Talmage, 
and is it not a deplorable fact that places cannot be 
found large enough to contain the thousands who 
flock to hear their abominable trash? 

It is indeed a truth that the time has now come 
when we, as a party, should adopt a systematic 
propaganda. At present we hav none, and it does 
seem to me a source of regret that no distinct plan 
of organized action has been pursued by Liberals, as 
a union, in the United States. Meanwhile are there 
not ample and energetie preparations made for the 
Spreading of superstition? But what means do we 
possess for spreading truth? Hav we as good means 
for propagating truth as our opponents hav for prop- 
agating error? Nay, but I would ask, hav we any ? 
And, alas, the answer must be, no, we hav no system. ` 
Now, just as in a battle-field, so in intellectual con- 
tests we must hav disciplin and perseverance, 
and this will surely triumph over any undis- 
ciplined body, however large their numbers or 
brave their courage, however great their prowess or 
heroic the exertions of the individuala composing 
this disorganized mass. If any proof of this is re- 
quired it may be found inthe simple fact that the 
exertions of individual lecturers thoughout the 
country are productiv of more good to the cause of 
Freethought than the whole labors of the American 
Secular Union. And it is a fact to be deplored that 
while many men of ability are willing to come for- 
ward on our side the national organization does not 
seem capable of utilizing their services 80 as to be of 
any real good to itself. And this is the policy that 
the Union must follow, unless, as we are told by one 
of its officers, “it must go to the wall.” To prevent 
this the Union must foliow out the course I hav sug- 
gested—a systematic propaganda. And until this is 
done we shall hav spurts of zeal and dashes of dar- 
ing, but no steady, continuous efforts, such as will 
secure us the victory. For, after all, the lecturer is 
the real worker, he is the real soldier, for upon him 
falls the brunt of the battle. There are outside the 
pale of the Union men of strength, courage, and 
ability, who are ready and willing to take up our 
standard. But, if we would hav good teachers, we 
must psy them. If we would hav them true to us, 
we must be true to them. Now, with such men as 
these, and above all, a judicious organization, our 
triumph is certain. 

Freethought is languishing to-day in the United 
States for the want of such an organization. The 
American Secular Union, as at present constituted, 
does not exercise one tithe of the Jegitimate influence 
on society that if ought to do and might do did we 
but present an united front to the enemy. For to 
shatter the stolid and unreasonable creeds is the 
great work for it to do for some time to come. The 
Union must not go to the wall. Something must be 
done to save and to build up the national organiza- 
tion. And that must be done decisivly and in 
earnest. But perhaps more can be done, by way of 
reform, inside the Union than outside. In the first 
place, they must insist upon the removal of that 
clause in the constitution, adopted at the last con- 
gress in Philadelphia, which is so obnoxious to 
many of the best supporters of the Union—namely, 
that which admits persons of all opinions into our 
ranks upon the simple basis of the separation of 
church and state. I hav pointed out upon a previous 
occasion the utter fallacy of adopting a policy of this 
kind; indeed, it is not sufficient even to unite all 
classes of Liberals upon. Besides, the real evil lies 
here—Christians and Freethinkers cannot, and will 
not, work together in harness, for the good of the 
one i8 the profoundest evil of the other. In the 
next place, the Union must endeavor to promote 
some sort of a systematic propaganda throughout 
the country, enlist the lecturers in our ranks, so as 
to utilize their genius to the interests of the Union. 
When they do this, and the rank and file of the 
party can be sure that the officials are composed of 
earnest workers, subscriptions will flow into the 
coffers of the Union from the length and breadth of 
the land, to enable them to carry on the good work, 
and that work must needs be for some time yet an 
aggressiv, destructiv, iconoclastic work. We must 
seek the storm, and be prepared to meet with op- 
position the encroachments of ecclesiasticism. We 
need not take a crooked and tortuous route, when a 
broad and glorious path is before us. Let us carry 
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on the guerilla warfare, bui we can only do it by | the wax lights, the carpets and bouquets, of a high 


union, order, regulation, and disciplin. Let 


its enemies, and show them that it is a power, and 
not a mere sound. But this ean only be done bv one 
method, and that I earnestly urge upon all Free- 
thinkers. Unite. Unite. Joan R. CHARLESWORTH. 
nes 


God in the daca NP and Preachers in 
ce. 


It is claimed by Christians that all of morality, 
progress, 8nd prosperity is due to Christianity. If 
Bible and Christianity are such sure barriers against 
vice, such great promoters of good, then it is only 
necessary to elect none but preachers to office, make 
our spiritual guides our temporal rulers, and we 
make the United States one perfect paradise. But 
facts sre stubborn things, and will not bend to 
sanction our faith or prejudice. The following 
editorial on “Praacharg and Polities” is from the 
issue of Aug. 14, 1890, of the Post-Zntelligencer, of 
Seattle, Wash., the leading Republican newspaper of 
the state, aud always the friend and advoeate of 
Ohristianity : 

The pending political contest in Arkansas has brought the 
clergy to the front to an extent never before approached in 
any other state of the Union. not even excepting the good 
old times of blue laws and Puritan rule in New England. 
In Arkansas the two leading parties seem to hav vied with 
each other in the struggle for clerical candidates. On the 
Democratic state ticket are Rev. J. P. Eagle, Rev. W. S. 
Dunlop, Rev. R B. Morrow, Rev. W. E. Atkinson, Rev. J. 
H. Shinn, Rev. M. H. Saudels, and Rev. M. F. Locke, with 
only two sinners, B. B. Chism and C. B. Myers, sandwiched 
in for the sake of piquancy. : 

The Union Labor ticket, indorsed by the Republicans, 
contains the names of Rev. N. B. Fizer, Rev. O. 8. Jones, 
Rev. T. J. Andrews, Rev. T. M. C. Birmingham, Rev. C. 
M. B. Cox. Rev. G. B. Farmer, and Rev. W. R Coody, 
seven ministers, and, as in the other case, two of the irrev- 
erend, J. M. Pittman and 'T. P. Chambers, for the sake of 
variety. 

It has long been a moot question whether the activ par- 
ticipation of preachers in politics, especially as candidates 
for office, were more likely to hav a purifying effect on poli- 
tics, or a corruptiug effect on the preachers. If the Little 
Rock Christian, &n influential religious organ of that state 
and section, is to be credited, politics has been decidedly the 
stronger force in Arkansas. 

That paper uses very strong language. ‘In ali serious- 
ness,” it declares, ‘‘ the churches of Arkansas are responsible 
for the corruption in her politics. The churches of Little 
Rock are responsible for every house of ill-fame, every 
saloon, and every gambling-hell in the city." "The preachers 
and members of the churches, it intimates, are so anxious 
and activ in working for votes that they shut their eyes to 
the evils which exist all around them, lest by assailizg them 
they should excite the opposition at the polls of those who 
are engaged in them. And as a natural and inevitable re- 
sult of the immunity thus obtained these social cancers are 
multiplying frightfully. 

It is not believed, however, that every preacher who 
should become a candidate for office would to the extent 
above reported allow his moral sense and duty as a citizen 
to be so completely blunted. But beyond doubt their par- 
ticipation in activ and imbittered politics, especially as seek- 
ers for office, to the extent that it has been carried in Arkan- 
sas or to any considerable extent, must lessen the general 
respect for their sacred calling, and impair their influence. 
The result must be hurtful to the cause to which they are 
consecrated. 

It is believed that except in rare cases of special fitness, 
and to meet an emergency, it were better that ministers 
should abstain from running for political offices, and in the 
exceptional cases which demand their candidacy it would be 
better that they at least temporarily abstain from ministerial 
duties. Rightfuly or wrongfully, in public estimation 
preaching and candidacy for political office do not seem to 
mix well. 

It Bible-reading, daily prayers, hymn-singing, 
weekly preaching, and close communion with God 
so utterly fails to preserve from vices and immorality 
the preachers, how can it be hoped the Sunday 
church services Gan insure the virtue of the laity ? 
Has not Christianity proved an utter failure? Is it 
not full time to try a better and more practical eode? 
Do right from love of right, because you thus insure 
the best interests and happiness of all around you— 
not from fear of heil or hope of reward. Liv lives of 
purity and benevolence, making your own heaven 
here and now, and thus avoid all need of vicarious 
atonement, saviors, popes, priests, preachers. or 
churches. C. B. Reyno.ps, 

——— ot Oo 
Catholic Skepticism in France. 


In “Numa Roumestan,” a realist novel of great 
merit by Alphonse Daudet, the attitude of person- 
ages occupying high political or judicial positions 
suggests interesting reflections. The passages fol. 
lowing exhibit also contrasts between the skepticism 
of intellectual Parisians and passionate Provencaux, 
representing the southern race of France, then the 
bigotry of peasants in the south. Numa snd his 
wife a few months after their marriage are con- 
versing : 


Roumestan had the religion of his proviace; a 
Provençal who goes to mass about the end of it, 
stands near the door by the holy water with the air 
of papa at a child's show; never confesses, unless in 
a cholera season, but would endure martyrdom for 
a faith he does not feel and which does not check his 
' passions nor his vices. He had taken his wife for a 
Oatholie, and the curate of St. Paul, in his discourse 
upon their wedding, had an unction in proportion to 


us 
rescue our principle from the unmerited sneers of 


life ceremonial. The ladies of his circle were all 
Hes Catholics. Rosalie’s indifference surprised 
im. 

* Do you never go to confession ?" he asked. 

* No, my friend, nor yon either ; that I see.” 

“Ob! as for me it is different.” 

“ Why so?” 

And her bright eyes expressed a surprise so sin- 
cere, so unconscious of her feminin inferiority, that 
he found no answar and allowed her to explain her- 
self. Oh, she had no pretension to being a strong- 
minded person, a Freethinker. Up to her seven- 
teenth year, at boarding-school and after, she had 
observed the rites of the church with her mother, a 
devout Provencal; then one day something broke 
out in her and she declared to her parents an insur- 
mountable aversion for the confessional. Her 
Hse sought to overrule this, but her father infer- 
posed. d 

“Tet her be; that is the way it was with me just 
about her age.” 

Parisian, of fashionable society, and eschewing in- 
dependences of bad taste, if Numa wished tc go to 
church, she would accompany him, but without con- 
senting to falsehood, to the grimaces of a belief she 
no Jonger entertained. 

He listened in amazement at this energetic self- 
assertion, which put to rout his southern ideas about 
feminin dependence. 

“You do not, then, believe in God?” he asked, 
pointing upward with oratories! unction. 

She acswered with such candid spontaneity that 
it was like an Infidel’s profession of faith: 

* Is he possible ?" . 

Much less exercised about the possibility of God 
than his conventionality, the politician fell back upon 
the solidarity of religion with the monarchy. Those 
ladies—the duchess, Madam D'Esearbes—sll con- 
fessed, and received their confessor at home in the 
evening. It would hav a bad effect were it known 
that ` 

Here he broke down. For two or three Sundays 
after, he attended his wife to mass, but this effort 
exhausted his piety. He pleaded business, and ceased 
all further Oatholie manifestations—i.c., in his per- 
sonal behavior—though, ss a politician in office, he 
continued to espouse, on all occasions, the interests 
of the church against the Freethinkers. Madam 
Roumestan is not merely submissiv in this conduct. 
She and her father, a chief magistrate, are, as well as 
Roumestan, of the monarchist party, and the cause 
of Henry V. is identified with Catholicity. 

Hence, though both daughter and father are types 
of conscientiousness, they side with the church in ex- 
ternals. This is conspicuous in the baptism of a 
baby Roumestan, where the skeptic magistrate 
stands godfather, with the devout Oatholic aunt as 
godmother, in a Provergal church. 

They visit the academy at Aps, where Numa, when 
a child, had the Ignorantin brothers for his school- 
masters. He recalled with a shudder the bucket of 
brine under the teacher's chair in which the ferules 
were gosked to make the leather supple; the square 
of the class where they recited on their knees, and for 
the least fault dragged themselvs, extending and 
withdrawing their hands, before the brother Bonte a 
Cuire, cook as well as flagellator, standing stiff 
in his rough black robe raised under the arms 
by the effort of the blow, and the “han!” of this 
dear brother, and the burning at the end of the little 
fingers black with ivk, like a swarm of stinging ants. 
And as the brutality of such punishments revolted 
her, Roumestsn spoke of worse, a8 when they had 
to lick the floor, the dust of which, become mud, 
made their palates raw. 

“But that is frighiful. And you defend 
those people! . . . You speak for them in the 
legislativ chamber !” 

"Ah, my child . . . 
Numa tranquilly. 

Catholic schools are often reproached with the 
superficial character of their instruction. Be this as 
it may, in the superficialities of literature and science, 
how profound the moral lessons of humility and 
obedience which make a politician shudder after the 
lapse of thirty years! What submissiv subjects the 
Ignorantin brothers prepare for the state ! 


that is politics,” replied 


* Ah, a Provencal peasant's house.” Roumestan 
aske, * Hav you still a vineyard here?" 

She bounded like a goat stung by an asp, and her 
voie rose to a fury. 

Vineyard? Ah, yes, out of five plots in vines 
they had preserved only one, and that by keeping 
it flooded half the year, costing them their very eyes 
out oftheir heads. And whose faultis this? The Reds, 
those hogs, those monsters, and their republic with- 
out religion, that has let loose upon the country all 
the abominations of heil. 

And as she spoke, her eyes grew blacker of a mur- 
derous black, her pretty face convulsed in a grimace, 
her mouth twisted, and her eyebrows knotted in mid- 
forebead, yet without any interruption in her house- 
keeping duties, kindling the fira and making coffee. 
She brandished like a fury the flaming sticks. — 


This peasant girl is logical in her faith. A super- 
natural cause and governor of nature being aceepted, 
all effects of climate and season are providential and 
announce God’s contentment or displeasure at the 
human administration of affairs. The anslogy of such 
a religion with the monarcby in polities is sensible, 
their autocratie principle being the same; while the 
pretension of republics to more liberty at the expense 
of loyalty is impious. Hence the zeal of our Repub- 
ligan statesmen to inscribe God in their Constitution, 
placing their robberies under his immediate protec- 
tion. Epasworrta, 

a a e a 
Items ot Foreign Freethought News. 


August 3d Viktor E. Lennstrand made his re- 
appearance upon the lectura platform and delivered 
on this sacred day of the COhristisns his two “ blas- 
phemous" lectures, “ Why Iam Opposed to Obris- 
tianity " and “ God," lectures for which he has served 
altogether nine monthe’ imprisonment. . 


From La Vérite we gather the following piece of 
news. V. Badios Puyal, until of late secretary of the 
Freethought society Monturial in Barcelona and 
editor of the Liberal journal Za Aura del Libre- 
pensamento, hag been obliged to seek a refuge in 
France. A heretical article brought upon him the 
wrath of that class of people especially expected to 
love their enemies but who do not liv up to the com- 
mand. 


Our friend Captain Otto Thomson has likewise ap- 
peared on the platform. July 27th he delivered at 
Markim in Upland a lecture on * The Foolishness of 
Prayer.” After the lecture a Freethought branch 
gociety was formed, and the captain announced he 
would spesk the day following. To an audience of 
about one hundred and fifty people he began speak- 
ing upon “ The Christianity of Our Times,” but was 
interrupted by ths police officer present, who deemed 
the subject too “ interesting." 


A wave of orthodoxy seems to hav stricken the 
officisls of the German empire. From Freirigiöses 
Sonntags. Blatt we gether the information that in 
Erfurt the editor of Z'Aüringer Tribüne, K. Aug. 
Sshulzs, has been sentenced to six weeks’ imprison- 
ment for making publie ridicule of the Christian 
church in a poem which appeared in his journal. 
Dr. Voelkel, who is, by personal experience, to be 
considered an authority upon questions of this char- 
acter, declares he cannot find anything that deserves 
punishment according to the law. 
Gustave NELSON. 
it eo 


The Reid Case. 


The following communications, concerning the 
above, were received by the editor of the Better 


Way: 
Exrovriv Mansion, Wassineton, D. C. 
Mr. A. F. MzronEns, Dear St: I am directed by the 
president to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
inst., in behalf of the pardon of Mr. Walter E. Reid, and to 
inform you that it has been referred to the attorney-general 
for attention. Very respectfully, O. L. PRUDEN, 
Assistant Secretary. 


U. S. Senate, Wasnineron, D. C., Aug. 12, 1890. 

My Dear Sir: Your favor of late date is at hand. I hav 
interested myself in behalf of Mr. Reid, but up to the present 
time without success. The department of justice has 
recently advised me that for the present, no afürmativ action 
will be taken in the matter of a pardon, owing to the adverse 
recommendation from the district-attorney who prosecuted 
the case. It may be, however, that favorable action will be 
taken if the application is strongly pressed, notwithstanding. 

I inclose you a copy of a letter j aa received from the de- 

artment of justice bearing upon this case. 
p : Yours Fery truly, M. 8. Quay. 


[oopy.] : 
In re-application for pardon of Walter E. Reid. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, H 
Wasuinaton. D. C., Aug. 8, 1890.) 
Hon. M. 8. Quax, United States Senate, Sir: The papers 
in the above case hav been referred, in accordance with 
department practice, to the United States attorney for the 
western district of Michigan for his consideration, and he 
has reported adversely thereon, being of the opinion that the 
case is not one in which executiv clemency should be 


exercised. : 
In the absence of a counter showing, the report of the 


United States attorney will be considered as disposing of the 


case. - 
By direction of the attorney-general. 


Very respectfully, E. F. Sonorr, 


Clerk of Pardons. 
———— — tb-9—9———————— 

J. E. Remspure has returned to Kansas from a successful 
tour in the Northwestern states. He delivered fifty-four 
lectures in seven weeks, speaking in the following cities and 
towns: Maysville, Mo.; Prairie City, Ia.; Newton, Ia.; 
Atlantic, I&.; Boone, Ia.; Galt, Ia.; Conrad Grove, Ta.; New 
Hampton, Ia.; Delavan, Minn.; Utica, Minn; Waterville, 
Minn.; St. Paul, Minn.; Anoka, Minn; River Falls, Wis.; 
Hudson, Wis; Neilsville, Wis.; St. Cloud, Minn; Grand 
Forks, N. D.; Wahpeton, N. D.; Buffalo. N. D.; Valley 
City, N. D.; Jamestown, N. D.; Huron, 8. D ; Renry, 8. D.; 
Estelline, S. D.; Bruce, 8. D ; Correctionville, Ia.; Omaha, 
Neb.; Eagle, Neb.; Loup City, Neb.; Gibbon, Neb ; Friend, 
Neb ; Elk Creek, Neb.; Tecumseh, Neb.; Salem; Neb. 
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Christian Idolatry. 

There is nothing for which a people is so sensitiv, 
jealous, and tender, as for their idols. . 

It is no matter what form their idolatry takes, 
whether it is for external material images, or for the 
more delicate and ideal form, which is embraced in 
words and visions, that are supposed to hav a super- 
natural significance. Attack their idols, and they 
feel it an irreverence that wounds their feelings, and 
alienates their friendship. If they hav worshiped an 
illusion and placed their affections on it as important 
`- for their spiritual life, it has all the charm and virtue 
of a reality. 

There is a constant proneness with those raised 


and trained in thoughts and habits of idolatry to | 
form in the mind images in connection with words | 


used in expressing religious or theological lessons. 
It is & sad and serious refleetion that people who 
hav had the advantages of an education should so 
persist in teaching to the young with so much so- 
lemnity, this popular and universal faith in Christian 
idolatry. No purity of life, or excellence of moral 
character, or degree of intelligences, can shield the 
opponent of idolatry from the persecution, enmity, 
and abuse of the idolator. 

If heathen idolatry is a lamentable evil and mis- 
fortune, ours is equally so; if not in grossnoss, it is 
in its insinuating and refined subtleties, by which it 
takes captiv its victim, and holds his mind and moral 
nature as completely under its control, as that of the 
Bushman holds him to his gods. : 

The missionary assertion and belief, that in order to 
convert the heathen their confidence and. faith in 
idols must be destroyed, are correct. While the 
mind and feelings are fixed and dwell on idols of any 
kind, it is difficult to excite the individual to take 
much interest in subjects beyond them, and only so 
far as they can 
to the support of his idolatry. Whenever religion 
is made a specialty, a technicality, it becomes idol- 
atry. The heathen has his earved, graven, manu- 
factured, material objects to contemplate and wor- 
ship, and the Christian his imaginary and ideal 
ones. 

It is said that Moses commanded the Jews thus: 
“Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, 
nor the likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor wor- 
ship them.” 

This would seem broad and general enough to be 
prohibitory, but the Christian accepts it, and has 
plenty of room fo indulge his imagination left. He 
finds a wide field for the range of his fancy, without 
literally violating this command. He knows his 
physical life cannot be sustained without the support 
of tangible material objects. He relies wholly on 
them to supply his physica! wants, and feels they are 
indispensable to his existence: 

There is no idolatry in this, for everything is real. 

So, in catering to his spiritual wants, his imagina- 
tion traverses the spiritual realms or the regions of 
the fanciful, to find his spiritual supplies. He will 
not make for himself a Baal nor a Dagon, but he has 
. qaos vocabulary of words at his command to 

eif y. . 

Words that were formed originally simply to con- 
veya thought ean easily be used as symbols and 
representative of the idolatrous feelings; and we ean 
elothe them with our ideals and bestow upon them 
our homage. If gifted with a vivid imagination, we 
hav a much wider field than the heathen, which is 
confined to visible objects. It is remarkable with 
what facility and acceptance we avail ourselvs of 
these privileges. 

We hav many boly words, and we can make more, 
as fast as we want them. When they are made holy 
they lose their original sense and are no longer ex- 
actly definabie. 

We want them to represent, in some sense, a aome- 
thing that is not found either in heaven or the earth 
or the waters under the earth ; yet be ample for our 
imaginations to draw on, to support our spiritual 
life. Every word should be used to convey a dis- 
tinet, definit, comprehensible thought. If diverted 
from this and personified into something holy, spirit- 
ual, or supernatural, it becomes an idol, or represents 
an idol, and must not be used or spoken with levity. 
It must be expressed with becoming solemnity, rev- 
erence, and tone, lest we giv offense to the Holy 
Ghost, our idol, and it should turn and reprove or 
punish us. Everything the Holy Ghost, or holy 
Spirit, says or does, becomes sacred. Even the 
words which express his doings lose their common 
human qualities and become symbols of a divine or 
holy gravity. Many of these words which the 
ancients used in their metaphors, parables, and alle- 
gories, in order to giv expression to their rational, 
sensible thoughts, hav been seized by the church, 
and are held as hostages to do service in the holy 
work of glorifying and honoring their longings for 
idols and objects on which to bestow their adoration 
and homage. And how precious these words, and 
the visions they represent, hav become fo many of 
us! We invoke the imaginary powers, or spiritual 
` halo, that we fancy ever accompanies them, and lean 


be made auxiliary or to contribute: 


| upon it as our support, as the heathen does on his 


visible idol. 

So long as we hay any idols, no matter how shad- 
owy, or with how much or how litile divinity we 
clothe them, we are only idolators. And they will 
remain as much an obstacia to our conversion to the 
truth as the graven images of the heathen are to 
his. Admit that we are one step beyond or in ad 
vanes of him, our idols will demand, and receive of 
us, the same loyalty, and hold us jast as firm to our 
allegiance as his hold him. We never can know the 
truth while we worship idols. They are our sover- 
eigns, lords, and saviors, and our fealty is due to 
them. 

We hav neither time nor disposition to do any- 
thing to divide our affection, alienate our reverence, 
or lessen our confidence in them acd our reliance on 
them, in the most trying emergencies. 

When the “Truth shall make you fres” we will 
hav no idols to serve. We will look beyond words, 
visions, and ghosts. We will hav no further use for 
them. The real and the true will become the objects 
of our affections and researches. Their unfading 
and deathless charms will ever enchant us. We will 
then never deceive or wish to ba deceived. 

No gloss or glory, or shadowy visions of ghosts 
or ghouls, or fairy visitors from the unséen or un- 
known will ever beguile or disturb us. Our fealty 
and devotion to the absolute and true will furnish 
us ample scope for our faculties, and fields for 
achievement and conquest. The world needs 
redeeming from idolatry and error, yet we can do 
but little for it till we know ourselvs to be free. 

That our Christian idolatry is as real, if not as 
material, as exists among the so-called heathen, is as 
clear as demonstration and history can make any- 
thing. To the honest investigators of this there is 
not a doubt. 

Our Catholic anesstors, both Roman and English, 
true to the instincts and habits of idolatry inherited 
from a long succession of centuries of rude, semi- 
barbarous idol worship, must hay believed they 
were making a great advance in a h'gher order, and 
in what to them was a more spiritual quality of relig- 
ion and worship, when they adopted the Christian 
name ag a substitute for the heathen name and form 
of idolatry. 

Not a few of the fathers openly maintained when 
defending the new faith with their heathen oppo- 
nents that their religion was the same as the old ; the 
difference was only in name, and in the changes of 
mode and times in which its rites were performed or 
celebrated. 

When it was introduced into England, the inhabit- 
ants of that island were divided up into semi-savage 
hordes, under different chiefs cr leaders, who were 
in almost constant warfare with each other. Chris- 
tianity made little or no progress for centuries in 
Britain. It was a very vague faith and but little 
known till the Bible was translated into the nation’s 
tongue. 

It was then that our present form of Christian 
idolatry took definit shape and proportions. 

The Bible was translated in a linguistic style, with 
personifications, and with an external imagery in 
its pictures, allegories, and metaphors that brought 
the text and sentiment down to the level of thought 
and conception of a crude, uncultured, semi-barba- 
ous population. 

It was translated into the language of idolatry to 
adapt it to the condition of an idolatrous people. 
The church and the translators knew it would be 
the more readily accepted, and the task of convert- 
ing or proselyting to the new faith would be rendered 
far more essey. At this time the political factions 
had become united and the government more stable 
under one or two monarchs or kings who ruled over 
lords and serfs. 

The people knew nothing about Bible thoughts 
and Bible language, till they were transleted into 
their own vernacular. They never knew or heard of 
any lords and saviors but those with whom they 
were living, their masters and owners. They had 
an idol they called gott, and ghosts, ghouls, specters, 
and spirits, aud the different forms and names for the 
invisible agencies and powers, such as frequent and 
haunt the habitations and hunting-grounds of all 
barbarous and uncultivated races. But when the 
Bible brought to them au account of those that had 
existed in Judes and in Greece and Rome, the priests 
made them believe that they were holy spirits and 
ghosts and lords, because holy men said so and had 
written them down in a holy book. So they accepted 
them as such in the place of their own lords, spirits, 
and ghosts. 

The class called lords were those who by inherit- 
ance or by their superior shrewdness and sagacity 
had possession of the lands and of the serfs or ser- 
vants that resided on them. These lords were the 
masters, guides, rulers, and saviors of their serfs. 
The serfs were expeeted to serve their lord and 
master. 

Some of these lords were kind and tender with 
their serfs or servants, and the servants were affec- 
tionate. These could say “our dear lord and mas- 
ter,” “our blessed lord and savior,” and all the 


different forms of phraseology were applied to these 
lords or rulers that we now find applied to Jesus in 
the New Testament. Then the word christ or 
christos, which had long been used and simply 
meant goodness, was made by these translators to 
represent a personage, and that chrisios or goodness 
was to become their savior; that is, they were to be 
saved by being good. Goodness, or goti-ness, ealled 
the christos in Greek, was to be their “lord and mas- 
ter.” He, or it, was to be their “ blessed lord," their 
* holy and divine lord,” and they should obey its 
impulse and promptings, its inspirations and revela- 
tions, as they should arise in the mind and feelings 
of the humble servant of this new inward spiritual 
lord. 

Bat as to the serf or servant masses, whose mental 
condition and conceptions were too low to compre- 
hend principles and virtues acting directly upon the 
mind and conduct, they could riot think of them in 
the abstract; they had to associate with their idols 
or some external forms, substances, personages, or 
names. 

How easy and natural it would be for them to 
reverence and worship that name and title given to 
him who taught and illustrated such lessons as are 
recorded in the New Testament, especially when 
their priests and teachers led off in their pathetio and 
glowing descriptions, and their vivid pictures of his 
virtues, his sufferings, and his tragic end. In con- 
templation of these ideas and images with the names 
of Jesus Christ, the lord who once lived in Judea 
and was 80 good and kind to his serfs or servants, 
they exalted him into a character superior to any of 
the English lords they knew. He was such a “good 
lord" in their estimation they could scarcely find 
words to describe their estimate of him. They called 
him “the lord of glory,” “the divine lord and 
master, “the lord gott," “the lord of heaven and 
earth,” and all the endearing testimonials, compli- 
ments, and honore, we find bestowed on him in the 
New Testament. They had images and pictures of 
him, or what they supposed might represent him, 
both in his infancy and maturer years, which when 
they beheld and associated with his name, they 
bowed before in reverent homage, with more devo- 
tion and obsequiousness than they had ever felt for 
their own live lords under whom they were daily liv- 
ing in the capacity of serfs. How easy it was at 
that time, when the spirit of idolatry was so universel 
and none had the capacity to see and feel beyond it, 
for Christian idolatry to become established and to 
be believed as an exceptional virtue. It began then, 
and as the priests thought, from a matter of necessity, 
arising from the low and unfortunate condition of 
the people. Having started as part of English Chris- 
tianity, we as their English-speaking descendants 
continue to cherish it as such. Our religious teach- 
ers, with few exceptions, persist in enforcing it upon 
us because they hav been taught so to do, and sre 
pledged to continue it by the conditions and require- 
ments of their creeds. The few who hav no oreedz— 
the Friends and some other small sects—find it more 
easy and congenial to fall in with the popular idola- 
try than to take any trouble to inquire into its origin, 
or to make any efforts to abandon it, and thus purify 
themselvs of its debasing and enslaving influence. 

The British, being au aggressiv and courageous 
people, when once enlisted in behalf of this faith hav 
not failed to do their share in pressing its claims and 
propsgating it. In their colonies they hav had their 
missionaries to enforce ita auperiority over all other 
religions. Rome introduced it to Europe, and Eog- 
land has been s faithful ally in diffusing it. The 
literature, the style, the sentiment, and idolatry of a 
religion that was translated for and adapted to a de- 
graded population of serfs, remains among us in this 
free, intelligent, and enlightened age as a standard 
for our culture, our philosophy, and faith. We are 
required by it and its advocates to accept the idol- 
atrous ideas, the personifications, images, allegories, 
legends, and pictures connected with it as literal 
statements Of facts and a record of historical truth. 
In doing this we are nothing else than practical 
Christian idolators. There seems to hav been a com- 
bination, a unity between all the Christian sects in 
maintaining the obligations of all professing Chris- . 
tians to accept the most idolatrous parts of this 
faith. They all unite in stigmatizing any doubt or 
denial of it as Infidelity, as heresy; and cooperate 
or sympathize with any movement for crushing it 
out. With the church, to be a Christian, it is neces- 
gary to be an idolator. Not to be an idolator is to be 
en Infidel.  Ohristisnity, as taught and entertained 
by almost every church organization, as a system of 
faith, never was and is not now anything more than 
a modified and modernized form of ancient heathen- 
ism embellished and ornamented with literary cult- 
ure, supported by wealth and luxury, an imposing 
and gorgeous church architecture, and an educated 
and disciplined priesthood who persist in maintaining 
it as of divine origin and as the only scheme for man’s 
salvation. Science is disclosing the truth and daily 
demonstrating the utter absurdity of this scheme and 
its idolatrous pretensions. The only hope for the 
world being released from this idolatry is through 


‘science, When the mind and judgment are sup- 
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ported and made strong by scientific truth, credulity 
and superstition will lose their hold, and the faith 
and affections will be guided by the intelligence, and 
not by the traditions and delusions, the habits and 
thoughts, of a past darker age. The infatuation of a 
religion can never be broken by persecution nor rid- 
icule. What is seated and centered in the affections, 
however false, can be dislodged only by enlarging and 
strengthening the mind, in developing the reasoning 
and analytical powers, in training them to bring 
every question to the test of a rational, rigid, and 
discriminating criticism. Our salvation and release 
from the thraldom of this spiritual bondage can only 
be effected by the improvement and perfection of our 
publie schools and educations! institutions. The 
object and purpose of education must be to train the 
young to think. Thought must come to the front in 
religion as it does in science. Thought and freedom 
“will break every chain, banish superstition, and abol- 
ish idolatry in any special or holy guise it may pre. 
sent itself. Thought is constantly gaining and tri- 
umphing over feeling and faith, When the mind is 
strong and free. the emotions cannot rule. List us 
strengthen our own and one another’s mental grip, 
that we may be redeemed and help release others 
from every form and vestige of Obristian idolatry. 
Philadelphia, Aug., 1890. T. E. Lonasnore. 


—————9—9—99———————— 
The Chureh Triumphant. 


Such is the name of a peculiar church that aroge 
in our midst and is flourishing to-day. Iwill tell the 
story of its rise and growth as truthfully as I can in 
the following narrativ: 

In the years 1874-1877 there lived in this village 
(Byron, Ill.) a Congregational minister and his wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Beekman by name. Mr. Beekman 
was then pastor of the Congregational church and 
was & much respected man. He occupied the pulpit 
here for three years to the entire satisfaction of his 
congregation. His wife's name was Dora, a beauti- 
ful, intelligent woman and one whom you must like 
on first acquaintance. She was a model of piety and 
their home was truly a happy one. She was a fluent 
speaker and could talk for hours, and being possessed 
of considerable personal magnetism, could hold an 
audience almost spellbound. She was a woman pure 
and without guile and has never been charged with 
impurity by anyone, not even the unbelieving, nor 
her husband from whom she was soon to separate. 
None question her private character. But from this 
pleasant home in our quiet village strange happen- 
ings were to come. That quiet chamber of hers was 
to be regarded by many as sacred as the manger of 
Bethlehem is regarded by others. While sleeping 
with her husband one night in 1877 she awoke at 
midnight seized with an uncontrolable desire to pray, 
and went into another room and knelt in prayer. As 
she was praying a strange, unearthly light filled the 
room and a voice was heard calling, “Dora! Dora !” 

* Abba, Father !” the lady replied, and the answer 
came : 

“ Thou art much beloved of the Lord !" 

Mr. Beekman, who in the mean time had awakened, 
saw the light shining and heard the voice and made 
inquiries a8 to the matter. She made a reply that 
quieted him and resumed her place by his side. In 
the morning she went forth as the bride of Christ, 
the lamb. As she was good, pure, beautiful, she 
made converts. She visited many places. Among 
the rest she visited Alpena, Mich., the home of George 
J. Schweinfurth, the Christ of to-day, and the leader 
of the Church Triumphant. Schweinfurth was at 
that time pastor of a Methodist Episcopal church of 
that place. He fell in with her views, and they were 
much together. He followed her to St. Charles, 
Minn., where they were frequently out riding. The 
purity and goodness of her life was such that no sus- 
picion was excited by this, and the unbelieving as 
well as her disciples hold her spotless. There is a 
story that her husband once knocked the Rev. 
Schweinfurth down, but all was pacified by Dora 
making arrangements so that he would see the soon- 
_to-be Christ no more. She was very activ, visited 
many places, founded seven churches, as follows: 
Byron, Ill.; Paw Paw, Ill.; Chicago, Ill; St. Charles, 
Minn.; Kansas City, Mo.; Buena Vista, Col, and 
Alpena, Mich. Her followers were chosen from the 
well-to-do in life, and were men and women of more 
than ordinary intelligence, as the word is. She made 
afew hundred converts, presumably two hundred. 
Her activ days were soon at an end. While visiting 
at Buena Vista, Col, she sickened and died. This 
was in April, 1883. Her body was sent to Byron, 
via Kansas Oity and Ohicago. Her followers looked 
for her to rise on the third day, and did nothing 
toward embalming the body. Decompositicn set in, 
and on the fourth day, and before she was sent East, 
attempts were made to embalm the body, but were 
not successful. Her remains arrived in Byron, and 
were placed in Mr. Beekman's front yard over the 
night. He wished the coffin opened. This the dis- 
ciples refused to do, but the trustees, headed by the 
president of the village board, under threats of 
legal proceedings, compelled the opening. The re- 
mains were those of Dora Beekman.. She was laid 
at rest in Byron cemetery. Not rising on the third Í 


or the seventh day, her return was looked for on the 
fortieth day. She did not materialize. The bright 
stars look down onher grave in silent mockery. Her 
disciples next claimed that her spirit had descended 
on Schweinfurth, and he went forth to preach the 
everlasting doctrin of perfection. 

. The sect was for a short time known as Perfection- 
ists, one peculiarity of their belief being that the 
spirit of God dwells in every perfect Ohristian as it 
dwelt in Christ, and that everyone may become a 
perfect Christian if he will believe the Bible and ful- 
fill its requirements. This doctrin I hav directly 
from the lips of Schweinfurth in his conversation 
with me. That ig their leading doctrin ag distinct 
from the orthodox church. Schweinfurth succeeded 
Dora admirably. He visited his churches, levied his 
tithes, and prospered. He knew a good thing when 
he saw it. In apperrance he is slender, not tall, 
with reddish whiskers and hair, with an intellectual 
head and intelligent face, but with a decided trace of 
sensuality in both locks and development of head. 
Many deeded their property to him. On the farm of 
one of these he built his palace, called “Heaven,” s 
magnificent place, elegantly furnished, a Mecca for 
his followers. It is situated eight miles north of 
Byron. The grounds sre well kept, the land well 
tilled, the residents hav flourished in wealth. His 
has been an activ life. He has labored hard. Per- 
secution of the pen began to teach him. He was 
once assaulted with decayed eggs in St. Charles, 
Minn., and just now public opinion is at fever heat 
regarding him, but no action will probably be taken, 
as the people who do most of the talking will do 
nothing else. i 

To cap the climax of absurdity, he now teaches 
the doctrin of immasulate conception. Mary Wel- 
don, a virgin, one of his disciples, brought forth a 
child on Thursday, August 14th. It is ssid to re- 
semble Schweinfurth to an astonishing degree. Her 
testimony given on the Sunday preceding was that 
she was pure and guileless, that the presence of the 
Holy Ghost o’ershadowed her, and thet which was 
conceived was pure and holy. The writér cannot 
say whether Schweinfurth regards himself as the 
whole trinity or net. Her five brothers share in her 
belief, and express the opinion that if anything was 
wrong some one would suffer. As I understand the 
doctrin, it. is taught that that which is conceived of 
the perfect Ohristian is pure and holy as the concep- 
tion of Christ was pure and holy. There are several 
other cherubs around the palace with bright hair and 
angelic features, the result no doubt of immaculate 
conception. It is rumored that he deserted a wife 
and several children in destitute circumstances in 
Alpena, Mich. I do not know. The orthodox re- 
gard the doctrins given above as the unpardonable 
sin, blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, for which 
there is no forgivness. Tb is a terrible travesty 
indeed on the Christian faith. Said a Christian wo- 
man to me: “It is having its terrible influence on 
the young, and is taking away the last vestige from 
them of respect for the Bible.” 

Schweinfurth is a voluble talkerand in his presence 
our local ministers are silent, as he has a remarkable 
knowledge of the Bible. His cash receipts, by ex- 
press and money orders from the various disciples 
in different parts of the United States, sre said to 
exceed the receipts of any business man in Rockford, 
a city of twenty-five thousand population. He said 
to the writer: “My whole life has been spent in 
leading men to God. I preach the Bible, the whole 
Bible, and nothing but the Bible.” He is not crazy, 
far from it. Some regard him as a sharp, sbrewd 
ministerial confidence man. His disciples regard 
him as the Christ and his visitation as that of his 
second coming on earth. He has broken up many 
families, wives leaving their husbands to join some 
of the numerous colonies. The disciples wear a per- 
secuted look, never become angry, sre always on the 
alert to be persecuted and abused for the cause, and 
always obay their leader without question. It can 
be said of them that they are exemplary citizens and 
discharge their obligations punctually to the ones 
with whom they hav dealings. Some regard Schwein- 
furth as the Man of Sin spoken of in the Bible. 
Others say it is a fulfillment of prophesy, where it is 
said that false Christs shall srise. I will make no 
comments. My duty is simply to relate, unbiased, 
the history, so far as I can, of this strange sect, and 
as many of my readers will hear of this for the first 
time, be amazed, and regard this production as & 
fabrication, I will say that I hav not willfully mis- 
stated one single fact. Epwin S. Ernrorr. 

Byron, Ill., Aug. 18, 1890. 

$$ $2-$-9————————— 
Study Moral Ethics !* 


In the “Advance Project of a Code of Morais,” 
Jean Paul Ced has already formulated these thoughts 
which he develops in the present work : 

“The social soversignty resides in the universal 
body of citizens.” 


*Translated by Gustave Nelson from the French preface to 
Jean Paul Cedé’s ‘‘ Appel aux Libres-Penseurs pour Ja Fon- 
dation d'un Comité d'Etudes Morales” (Appeal to 
Freethought societies for the Election of a Committee on the 
Study of Moral Ethics). 


“The moral authority resides in the universality 
of consciences ;" that is to say, in the universality of 
free consciences ; in such as hav thrown off the yoke 
of blind faith and are not inclined passiviy to be 
bound by a few demonstrated truths. Man is nota 
moral being, an activ agent of evolution, unless he 
uses his intellectual faculties. The abdication of 
reason is moral suicide, annihilation of conscience. 

A century has passed since the Revolution pro- 
claimed the end of divine law and the birth of the 
legal sovereigniy of the people. It is the duty of our 
time to proclaim, to define, to found the sovereignty 
of the people in moral law—in tha law and the 
manners, the whole social covenant. The hour has 
come. 

Science has demonstrated the dying-out of dogmas, 
the sterility of mystic symbolism, the absurdity and 
danger of the biblical conceptions of the cosmos, as 
well as the arbitrary and irrevocable character of 
teachings in which the human mind is chained by the 
impostors of supernatural revelation. Through an- 
thropology, through the application of the science of 
eomparativ mythology, it has been proved that the 
gods and religious customs of every nation hav one 
common soures: thehumanmind. Science has trav- 
ersed every Olympus, every heaven, and yet she has 
found but one god: man reflected with all his pas- 
sions in the heaven of his imagination, and filling 
the universe with his shadows and peopling it with 
ghosts. . 

The religions hav demonstrated their inability to 
conquer evil; yes, what is more, they hav sustained 
and developed evil. They claimed to bring peace on 
earth through the acquiescence of blind faith, through 
the servitude of conscience, through the despotic 
government of priest. See the use to which they hav 
put their divine mission. They hav saturated the 
earth with human blood, spilt in wars where brother 
stood against brother. They hav sown the seed of 
enmity between nations and with satisfaction pre- 
sided af their extermination. They hav organized 
barbarism, consecrated social iniquities, made blind 
fanaticism a law ; and mankind would hav perished 
utterly in these bloody riotings were it not that the 
instinct of self-preservation and reason had made 
themselvs manifested through the mouth of thinkers 
and martyrs to Freethought. 

What would hav become of poor humanity had it 
not rebelled against the degrading doctrin of origi- 
nal sin, the subjection of woman, the despisal of ma- 
ternity, the glorification of celibacy ; against igno- 
rance and submission, prayers and resignation? What 
would hav been the result had mankind consented to 
clothe its reason in the shroud of voluntary servitude 
and enter the grave alive, that it might secure bliss 
and happiness in another world ? 

The cycle of supernaturalism is closed. Soon will 
the pope's tiara greet the royal crown in museums of 
religious antiquities. The clergy has been despoiled 
of its divine halo; the church bewails the loss of in- 
telligent and honest believers: her only children are 
those whom habit or profit has induced to remain. 

Mankind has returned to enrth from its researches 
in the infinit; and the seed planted in its bosom by 
the sages of times past ferments amidst the ruins of 
a partly destroyed world. Mankind is forever cured 
of its belief in the fata morganas of a providence, if 
rests now assured in the truth of a gradual, everlast- 
ing development according to natural law ; it relies 
now on itself only; it takes its own destiny in its 
own hand, that it may in the valley of teara, the cre- 
ation of false teaching, found a brotherhood of men 
built upon the principles of justice and love. 

Upon our time’s church morality—a morality su- 
perficial and weak like the hypothesis on which it is 
founded— will follow a clearer and more general con- 
ception of man’s duty to his fellow-men, and we shall 
approach the goal of harmony where conscious altru- 
ism will replace the anima! selfishness, where man 
will do the good simply on the impulse of his 
heart. 

This is no dream born of altruistic feeling. The 
study of nature clearly reveals the band that unites 
all living beings. She makes selfishness a disease, 
a prison; altruism, an irresistible craving. 

To work upon the development of life, upon the 
perfection of humanity, upon the realization of uni- 
versal peace; to destroy the boundaries of the ST," 
to let the true and good shinein all their splendor; 
to feel in your veins the pulsation caused by the beat- 
ing of the heart of universal life—is this not the great- 
est joy, the only joy? ul 

But to do the good it is not sufficient to will it, 
one must know it. Hence the necessity of knowing 
the condiiions which produce and favor development, 
of defining what constitutes rights and duties, that 
the rebuilding of society may be brought about in the 
spirit contained in the sublime trilogy of the Revolu- 
tion: Liberty, Truth, and Justice. 

“In these troublesome, but activ times,” said 
Benoit Malon, “it is not sufficient that one aspires to 
the good, one must work for its establishment.” 

J. B. SCHAOBIE, 
President of the United Freethought Associations of 
France. 
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A Truly Christian Utterance. 

This pronouncement by the Rev. W. F. Ferguson, 
of Petersburg, Ill., printed in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian, of Nashville, Tenn., is, if true, of great 
interest to che subscribers to Tue TRUTH SEEKER: 

‘‘Unbelief is the damning sin of the world. Other sins 
are great, such as murder, theft, etc., but none are 80 great 
as unbelief. Unbelief is the rejection of Christ and the 
redemption that isin him. Persons often claim that they 
sre not great sinners, because they do not murder or steal or 
commit any of those outlandish acts which society every- 
where condemns. And that their habits are as correct as the 
habits of many that are in the church. But the question 
does not turn on the correctness of one’s habits, but on the 
relationship he sustains to Christ. One’s outward life may 
be as good as any, and still he be not a Christian, because ke 
has not believed on Christ. To be a Christian and in a saved 
condition, one must accept Christ as a personal savior. If 
be has not done that, no matter what his outward life may 

' be, he is guilty of the damning sin of the world. Sin, which 
is the transgression of the law, brings man into a state of 
condemnation, or under the sentence of the law; but 
unbelief, or the rejection of Christ, produces damnation.” 

Rev. Mr. Ferguson goes on to say further that sin 
is not necessarily eternally fatal, for it can be washed 
out in the blood of Jesus, but unbelievers. must 
suffer the wrath of God because the blood of Jesus 
cannot be applied to them. “He that believeth not 
the son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” This cheering passage is from 
John iii, 36. Mr. Ferguson takes the liberty to add 
“forever” to the duration of the wrath, and this 
would be a good word for the  snti-second- 
probationists to find there, but it is not so stated in 
holy writ; therefore we may hope. Oonsidering the 
chances of the plain sinners, Mr. Ferguson finds that 
they are all right if they do not reject Christ; and 
then concludes from the proclamations of scripture 
that “all ain centers in the rejection of Christ. It 
is the greateat of all sins, that which damas the soul. 
. . . Unbelief, or the rejection of Christ, is fatal.” 

These statements are, of course, the logical 
sequence of the Presbyterian creed, and Presbyte- 
rianism is the most logical of all the Christian secta- 

.rianisms. Admit its premises and its conclusions 
must follow. Mr. Ferguson has but stated plain and 
straightforward Christianity; but how revolting it 
is to common sense, to kindness, to all dacency ! 

It is in the gospel of John that we find this bar- 
barous doctrin, stated again and again, amplified 
and made plain. “And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the son of man 
be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but hav eternal life. For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
hav everlasting life. Hor God sent not his son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. He that believeth on 
him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten son of God.” “He 
that believeth on the son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the son, shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." “Verily, verily, 


I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 


aud shall not come into condemnation, but is passed | 


from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the son of God; and they that hear 
shall liv.” “And shall come forth; they that hav 
done good unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that hav done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion.” “And this is the will of him that sent me, 
that everyone which seeth the son, and believeth on 
him, may hav everlasting life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day.” 

All who believe that teaching must agree with Mr. 
Ferguson that unbelief leads to hotter consequences 
than murder, or theft, or rape, or religious persecu- 
tion. They must believe that the believing murderer 
goes to heaven, while the unbelieving murdered goes 
to hell; that the destinations of the believing robber 
and the unbelieving robbed are the same; that the 
believing wretch who outrages a girl sits with Jesus 
and the unbelieving victim, dying from the conse- 
quences of the crime, goes to her father the devil ; 
that Bruno, perishing in the flame, is now in eternal 
torments and the priests who piled fagots around 
him are at this moment in eternal bliss! It is the 
plain teaching of scripture, and except ye believe ye 
cannot be saved. 

Bat, practically, who does believe these things ? 
Where will Mr. Ferguson find a supporter among 
the educated Christians? Even the majority of the 
Presbyterians are ashamed of their creed, and want 
to revise these things out of it. Twenty or thirty 
years ago, about all the evangelical Christians agreed 
with him; it was common for ministers to say they 
regarded an Infidel as the worst man in the com- 
munity, though his life were blameless, and there 
were jailbirds around in scores. But times hav 
changed. We hav serious doubts if five per cent of 
the orthodox Christians will now agree with those 
old fellows who toid dreadful tales about the Infidels 
and regarded Thomas Paine as the devil. 

What, then, does this signify? Only this, that 
Ohristianity is dying. The old, militant, aggressiv, 
stern, uncompromising, logical religion is going, and 
is being replaced by a humsnitarianism which is 
modifying even to destruction the old anthropomor- 
phic God. As a daily journal puts it, the general 
drift of Protestantism is toward the Unitarian uni- 
versalism and the distinguishing demand of that 
system of teaching that religion shall not be dog. 
matic, but shall ba kept within the limitations of 
human reason and human conceptions of justice. 
Pulpit exceptions, fossils like Mr. Ferguson, only 
emphasize this change. Three decades ago, his 
words would hav excited no comment, so generally 
were the sams sentiments held. The world now 
reads them and laughs, forgetting that he is really 
the Christian, who wiil laugh last, while the scorners 
are the ones who will, if the gospels be true, find the 
retribution he hints at. They are the ones whom 
Holyoske characterizes as without candor as to facts 
which they lack the sense to see, or the honesty to 
own, or the justice to denounce, and consequeatly 
present a sentimental view of Ohristianity which has 
no basis whatever. But, through them, Christianity 
is being wounded unto death, and our sympathies 
are with the unwitting assassins of a religion which 
has done so much harm in the world, and which, if 
it could be revived, would repeat its performances. 

——————— — —dP- E —-—— ——-———. 
Auricular Confession. 


A friend residing down South drops us a postal 
card saying: 

** Article ‘Confessional,’ in Taz Trurn BEEKER of July 
26:h, pages 472-8, column second, paragraph second, assigns 
this to ‘Jewish and pagan beginnings.’ Historical confir- 
mations of such an assertion are desirable.” 

That is an easy task our correspondent sets us. 
As D. M. Bennett once expressivly put it, “to con- 
vince the candid examiner that the Ohristian religion 
is made up from religious systems which existed 
meny centuries prior to it; that in every essential 
particular it is a mere plagiarism, a reconstruction of 
the dogmas and superstitions of older heathen na- 
tions, it is only necessary to study the pages of his- 
tory bearing upon the subject.” This is absolutely 
true. Soarcely sny phase of the Christian religion— 
no essential dogma or rite—when followed back will 
be found to be an exception. All hav been copied. 
Christianity is by no means original ; it is an adapta- 


tion of other forms of religion to the supposed needs 
of the people of more modern times. To prevent 
violence to the feelings, to induce the adoption of 
Christianity, ceremonies and rites were changed but 
little, and often not at all—the name of the religion 
only was changed. What was pagan before Oon- 
stantine became converted was Christian afterward. 
“The statues of Jupiter were used to represent 
Jehovah. -Isis and her babe were changed to Mary 
and the infant Christ. The trinity of Egypt became 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Christianity com- 
promised with paganism.” The constructors of the 
Christian system went early and often to the relig- 
ious wells of the ancients and drew freely from their 
depths. Mr. Bennett traces forty events, traditions, 
ceremonies, and dogmas, now regarded as Christian, 
to preéxisting religions. These of course are the 
essentials of the system. Hundreds of non-easentials 
—meltaphysieal speculations and alleged philosoph- 
ical conclusions—are shown by numerous authors to 
be identical. 

The confessional is to-day regarded as part aud 
parcel of Catholic Christianity, as one of the sacra- 
ments, and uninformed devotees, Protestant as well 
as Catholic, think it has always been such. This is 
by no means the truth. For the first three centu- 
ries of Christianity [before Constantine], says the 
writer on this subject in the Encylopedia Britannica, 
an authority of some consequence, little or no men- 
tion is made of any such practice. Private, or auric- 
ular, confession was a development, and grew up 
gradually. Ohristian fathers like St. Cyprian, St. 
Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa, and others, recommended 
the practice, but St. Augustine paid little attention 
to it, and St. Chrysostom declared that confession to 
God was sufficient. The practice, however, extended, 
until at the fourth Lateran council, held under Pope 
Innocent IiI., in 1215. it was enjoined upon all mem- 
bers of the church of Rome once a year. 

Where did the practice originate? We answer, 
Among the pagans and Jews. It was one of the 
draughts made by the Ohristian fathers from the 
ancient religious wells. The doctrins of the confes- 
sion and remission of sins, we are told by Judge 
Waite, author of the “History of Christianity,” on 
the authority of Volney, “prevailed anciently in 
India ; also among the ancient Persians and Pargees." 
Voltaire tells us that confession was-praeticed in all 
the mysteries of Egypt, Greece, and Ssmothrace. 
When Marcus Aurelius participated in the Eleusinian 
mysteries, he confessed himself to the hierophant. 
In the ancient religion of Thibet and Nepaul, among 
the other resemblances to Catholicism, is found the 
practice of confession. 


The Christians, however, says Voltaire, took their 
confession from the Jewish rites, and not from the 
mysteries of Isis and Ceres. But the Jews, he also 
admits, borrowed a great many of their rites from 
their neighbors, and it is by no means improbable, 
therefore, that they borrowed this practice. At any 
rate, among the Jews ib was the custom, on the 
snnual feast of expiation, for the high priest to make 
confession of sins to God in the name of the whole 
people. The people were also enjoined to confess 
individually to God. In some cases, as in that of 
Achan (Josh. vii, 19), acknowledgment before man 
was demanded. In others, acknowledgment to the 
priest (Lev. iv, 5) is commanded (see Enoy. Brit., 
vol vi, p. 228). In Buck's Theological Dictionary 
the Jewish method of confession is thus given: Oa 
the day of the feast, the high priest confessed the 
sins of the people to God; besides this general con- 
fession, the Jews were enjoined, if their sins were a 
breach of the first table of the law, to make individ- 
ual confessions to God; but violations of the second 
table were to be acknowledged to their brethren. 
The early Christians adopted this practice of open 
penance, and it was enjoined by St. Paul (1 Cor. v, 
2). It afterward appeared, says Voltsire, more con- 
venient that this should be the privilege of the 
priests. The Mishna, which comprehends all the 
laws, institutions, and rules of life which besides the 
ancient Hebrew scriptures the Jews thought them- 
selvs bound to observe, says that often in confessing 
the Jews placed their hand upor a calf belonging to 
the priest. Every culprit under sentence of death, 
says the same work, went and confessed himself be- 
fore witnesses in some private place. 

Voltaire tella the method of confession of the Jews 
on the day of the feast of expiation, called the solemn 
atonement. “The confessor repeated three times 
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thirteen words of the seventy-seventh psalm, at the 
same time giving the confessed thirty-nine stripes, 
which the latter returned, and they went away 
quits.” 

It is admitted by the Protestants that the apostles 
could remit sins, but they claim that Christ's eom- 
mission to do this went no further, or af the most 
“to those whom a discernment of spirits was com- 
municated.” ‘The Catholics, however, claim that the 
power has been continuously given to the priests 
through the apostles and their ‘priestly successors. 
Be this as it may (and the whole ceremony is an ab- 
surd farce), confession was not generally practiced 
for centuries after Christ. In Constantine's reign, 
says Voltaire, confession was limited to publicly con- 
fessing public offenses. In the time of the apostles 
confession was not a sacrament for the sufficient 
reason that the word sacrament was then unknown. 
In the fifth century penitentiaries were instituted for 
the absolution of those who become idolators. This 
confession was abolished under the emperor Theo. 
dosius. A woman having accused herself aloud to the 
penitentiary of Constantinople of lying with a deacon, 
the indiscretion, as Voltaire calls it, caused so much 
scandal and disturbance that the faithful were per- 
mitted to approach the holy table without confession 
and to take commnnion in obedience to their con- 
sciences alone. It was to avoid such public scandals 
that St. Chrysostom declared against confession, say- 
ing: ‘Confess yourselvs continually to God; I do 
not bring you forward on a stage to discover your 
faults to your fellow-servants; acknowledge your 
sins to God, who will not reproach you before men.” 
Thus it is seen that the thousands of Spanish ladies 
who accused their confessors of having seduced 
them had an example in very early times. Voltaire 
concludes that the practice of confession was not gen- 
eral till the Seventh century, and was first made oblig- 
atory upon the monks by their abbots, who required 
them to confess their offenses to their superiors 
twice each year. The practice grew till in 1215 it was 
made a “sacrament.” The consequence of this we 
showed in a general way in the editorial referred to 
by our Southern friend. The particular instances of 
its damnably infamous working would fill volumes. 

Confession has also been, and is, practiced by the 
Calvinist Protestant sects, though they deny its 
sacramental character; in this going further than 
Luther, the precipitator of the Reformation. Lutherans 
still practices it; so do the Episcopalians, and in early 
times the Scottish Calvinistie ministers used it to 
disciplin their people. The Methodists of our day 
are forced to confess, and no less an authority than 
the Rav. Jamas M. Buckley, D.D., editor of the New 
York Christian Advocate, thus describes it in his 
paper of August 21st, in the present year of his Lord. 
The method he prescribes is in answer to a question 
as to what a man shall do who has “ backslidden,” 
but wishes to get up the hill again. Dr. Buckley 
replies: “ It is necessary for you to confess your sins 
in general, and in particular to God. It is necessary 
to make a humble acknowledgment in the ordinary 
social meetings of the church that you hav erred and 
strayed away from the right path, but it is not neces- 
sary for you to giv particulars of past sins unknown 
to the people. Iiis frequently a temptation of the 
devil to make a man believe that he ought to confess 
the particulars, and then when he shrinks from that 
to cause him to feel that there is no hope. On the 
other hand, to confess the sins previously unknown 
to the people might maka it impossible for them to 
believe in you, to giv you sny opportunity to reform. 
Having sinned, you should be very humble, and not 
attempt to put yourself forward until a considerable 
time has elapsed, during which you lead a truly 
consistent Christian life. Confession of particular 
sins is necessary to those who sre aware of the sins, 
and to those who hav suffered by them, and also in 
publie when the people are aware of them. Under 
other circumstances a general confession of sin is 
sufficient, and the particuiar confession should be 
made to almighty God." 

From the numerous lapses of the Methodists, we 
are afraid Dr. Buckley is another St. Chrysostom, 
and fears scandal to the church in publicly confessing 
particular sins. He knows as well as did St. Onrys- 
ostom that * God will not reproach you before men,” 
but it would undoubtedly be as awkward for most 
Methodists, and especially the preachers, to publicly 
confess particular sins as it was for the woman who 
accused herself tothe penitentiary of Constantinople. 


how cheeky their propositions in regard to “ Sab- 
bath” observance are; but if they do, then they are 
the most arrogant people in the world ! 


tian Sabbath” as an acknowledged period of time, 
when the fact is, and every theologian knows it well, 


bath,” Sunday is not that day at all. 


church i8 none the less. 


bath" observance. 


Cheek. 
Surely the Christians of the country cannot realize 


They talk about the ** Lord's day" and the “ Chris- 


that if there ever was a “Lord’s day” and a “Sab- 


But if Sunday were the Sabbath, the cheek of the 
The church: members of the 
country number less than one-third of the popula- 
tion, and they are the only people who desire “ Sab- 
The other two-thirds are per- 
fectly willing to use Sunday in a rational manner ; 
yen, they are anxious to do so if the tyrannical church 
people will only allow them to. But this one-third 
cheekily and arrogantly assume to dictate to the 
remainder of the population what they shall do on 
Sunday. One church-member, they assume, shall 
rule two non-church-members! Hear the Methodist 
organ: 

** Unless the friends of the Sabbath make such a vigorous 
protest that those in charge of the Columbian Fair, to be held 
in Chicago in 1898, cannot afford to ignore it, that institu- 
tion will probably be kept open on Bundays. Many influ. 
ential secular papers and foreign societies are demanding it. 
The sub.committee on the permanent organization of the 
fair hàs already expressed the opinion that this demand 
should be granted. The decision of this committee is not 
final, but it shows that the views of some who hav control 
in the case are unfavorable to the observance of the Sabbath 
iu connection with the great exhibition. If their sentiments 
should prevail, and the sacredness of the Lord's day be dis- 
regarded on that occasion, it will be a great national calam- 
ity. 

“To open the fair on the Sabbath would be to offer an 
open indignity to all the Christian people of America.. They 
all consider the Sabbath a holy day set apart for religious 
purposes. They consider themselvs bound to keep it holy. 


They do not think themselvs insulted when those who differ | - 


from them in this refuse to keep it holy also; but if in a 
national movement, in which they hav an equal interest with 
others, and are invited and expected to participate, that day 
is systematically desecrated, they cannot do otherwise than 
consider themselvs deeply wronged. To close the fair on 
Sunday can wrong no one nor afflict the conscience of any; 
but to open it on that day will do violence to the Christian 
sentiment of the whole nation, and deeply wrong every 
Christian who may desire to participate in it.” 

It seems to us that if the “ Lord's day " is of such 
supreme importance, it is at least of considerable 
import to keep the right day. But this is not done. 
Saturday is the Sabbath, if there be any Sabbath ; 
Sunday is only a day selected by the Catholic church ; 
selected, too, for political reasons, because that was 
the pagan “ Day of the Sun” which the people would 
more readily observe. 

If the fair be open on Saturdays, as it will of 
course, the Jews may regard it as an indignity to 
their holy day ; but then, the Christians do not seem 
to eare any more for Jewish feelings than they do for 
Jewish persons or property—and this is only to tort- 
ure the persons and confiscate the property. But why 
should the feelings of the Ohristians be taken into 
account and the feelings of the other two-thirds of 
the population ignored? Hav they “not eyes, 
hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, pas- 
sions? fed with the same food, hurt with the same 
werpons, subject to the same diseases, healed by the 
game means, warmed and cooled by the same winter 
and summer as a Ohristian is? if you prick us, do we 
not bleed ? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you 
poison us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, shail 
we not revenge?” 

Let the Christians think of these things, and be 
less arrogant. To open the fair on Sunday can 
wrong no one; for no one is obliged to remain 
away from church to attend. It’ cannot afflict the 
conscience of any, for Sunday is no “Sabbath” at 
all; but to close it on that day and open it on Satur- 
day is to sfilict the consciences of all Jews and 
* Seventh Day” folks who keep the only scriptural 
Sabbath. 

But the Methodist organ is not the only exhibitor 
of cheek. The “Sabbath” Association of Illinois, of 
which Hon. G. P. Lord, of Elgin, is secretary, in a 
circular letter to churches, labor unions, and other 
associations of citizens, asks for the adoption of reso. 
lutions relating to the fair, as follows: 

“That we thus early urge the managers of the World's 
Fair to follow the precedent of the centennial celebration at 
Philadelphia, in 1876, and of the American exhibit at the 
world’s fair in Paris, in 1889, and so arrange its program as 


not unnecessarily to secularize the Christian Sabbath. That | 


we earnestly request pastors, church clerks, and secretaries 
of various ecclesiastical, ethical, or beneficial societies, to 
use their official influence in securing action of the organiza- 
tions they represent in favor of the great Sabbath reform 
movement, and forward the same to the secretaries of the 
Sabbath associations of their respectiv states, or directly to 
their respectiv members of Congress, asking their personal 
and official influence in securing the passage of the Sunday 
rest bill, now before Congress. 
urge the Evangelical Alliance, now organizing in the cities 
and large towns, or a Sabbath committee of smaller towns, 


Finally, that we respectfully 


to giv special prominence to the Sabbath reform, and use its 


prestige and influence in securing the coóperation of denom- 


inations in hastening the indorsement of the petition for the 
Sunday rest bill, now before Congress, and in securing action 
of churches and ecclesiastical bodies in measures for assur- 


ing a proper program for the World's Fair in 1892-3." 


The * Sabbath” Association of Illinois is not lack- 
ing in assurance, that is certain. Why don't they 
apply to Congress for permission to run the country 
al the time, instead of only one-seventh? Then 
they could imprison and burn the Infidels, build 
finer churches, and quarter the elect upon the country 
for good. There would be no more trouble about a 
surplus in the United States treasury, and the tariff 
discussion could be stopped st once. 


———8——99——————————— 
Did He or Did He Not? 

In a letter to W. O. Reid’s Spiritual Instructor, 
printed last November, Mr. Lyman O. Howe stated 
that Mr. Reid was a slate-writing medium, and that 
all Mr. Reid's publie demonstrations were under ab- 
solutely fraud-proof conditions, and that to private 
sitters he said: “Bring your own slates, privately 
marked and fastened as you like, screwed, nailed, riv- 
eted, or tied as strongly as you please, and keep them 
in your hands, and under these conditions the slates 
are filled with messages.” 

In the Progressiv Thinker of August 16th, writ- 
ing from Oassadaga, Mr. Lyman O. Howe says: 
“T hav had sittings with Walter E. Reid 
for independent slate-writing. In every 
case it was a total failure.” 

We hav heard a saying that a liar ought to hav a 
good memory, but we hesitate to quote it for Mr. 
Howe’s benefit until he has had the opportunity to 
explain. These are his statements: 

“I hav had sittings with Walter E. Reid for independent 
slate-writing.” 

*' Under these conditions” [enumerated in his letter to 
the Spiritual Instructor] the slates were all filled with mes- 
sages.” 

p In every case it was a total failure.” 

We hav several times urged upon Spiritual and 
Material writers the desirability of accuracy of 
statement. At the first blush these variations of 
Mr. Howe would seem to emphasize our admonition. 


———— - ——————— 
Different Methods of Obtaining Wealth. 

Mr. Dana, of the New York Sun, in a two-line edi- 
torial, lays down this rule for acquiring a worldly 
competence : 

** One rule for getting rich is to mind your own business.” 

Mr. Pentecost, of the Z'wentieth Century, has 
found another method. He says: 

** When poor people will no longer become policemen nor 


soldiers, then poor people will be free ; and when poor people 
are free, they will be-no longer poor.” 

If the Sun’s rule is true, why are not all those who 
do mind their own business above want; and if Mr. 
Pentecost’s words are true, why are not all who ab- 
stain from joining the army and the police force in 
the same condition! 

Is it possible that both philosophers are wrong? 

ro 

A PoLrTIOIAN named Rice, out in Kansas, is accusing the 
Hon. J. K. Ingalls, of that state, of .being a blasphemer, for 
having once, in a philosophical mood, remarked, ‘‘ No 
doubt that in the search for eternal truth another Christ will 
come, and another revelation be made.” This is heresy 
without question, but scarcely blasphemy, as blasphemy is 
nowadays defined, aud we do not believe it will greatly 
affect Mr. Ingalls’s political chances. 

—— eor 

Moszs Har{an in his prison cell is becoming rather monk- 
ishly ascetic. In the language of the plains, he has been round- 
ing himself up. As he puts it, he has spent much of his 
time in self-examination, and has instituted ** a comparison 
between the actual, the factual, the sensuous, the visible, 
the provisional, and the transitional M. Harman, on the one 
hand, and the ideal, the supersensuous. the invisible, the 
spiritual, and (as I think) the permanent and the real M. 
Harman, on tbe other hand.” The villainous use of the 
Comstock law has compassed many hardships, and its users 
hav much to answer for, but if they drive this innocent old 
man into the ‘realm of the visionary, the fanciful, the 
unphilosophical,” their sins will be many times multiplied. 
Circulate the petitions for his pardon, and send them here 
or to Dr. Foote, 120 Lexington avenue, this city. 
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Zellers from friends. 


FironviLLtE, O., Aug. 3, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav quite an assortment of Freethought 
reading on hand, and will send packages of it to snyone 
that will send postage. Mss. Many MARTIN. 


MARYVILLE, Mo., July 12, 1890. 
Mx. Eprror: The paper suits me. I could not do well 
without it. I believe it is the duty of every man that is 
loyal to this noble republic to support it, for itis undoubtedly 
one of the best papers published. R. B. KELLY. 


ParisapE Mines, CALISTOGA, Aug. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send you a renewal and à new 
subscriber. I also send forthe picture book. By this you 
will see Lam in favor of the pictures. I do not believe I 
should hav subscribed for Taz Trora Szexsr in the first 
place, as I was taking other Liberal papers, but the pictures 
I said at once are worth the subscription. Besides, I find 
Tue Truru SEEKER a most valuable paper, and my chil- 
dren are always anxious to see it. Wishing you a long and 
successful career, I remain, 
Yours truly, 


; WAGNER, ORE., July 19, 1891. 

Me. Epor: You may put me down for the picture book 
as soon as it is ready ; also for the old TRUTH SEEKER a8 
long 88 I liv or it livs. 

Mr. Putnam was with us the Fourth of July and gave us 
two rousing lectures, and the oration, which was well re- 
ceived by all but a few would-be Christians, who did all 
they could to disturb the meetings. But all went off well, 
and he delivered his lectures to nearly three hundred people, 
most of whom are Liberals. I tell you, Samuel Putnam is 
an old war-horse, and is doing a good work. A good Lib- 
eral lecturer could do well to locate somewhere in eastern 
Oregon. Warren CAESNER. 


R. F. QRIGSBY. 


Curwsvitte, Mo., Aug. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Can you allow meto inquire through THE 
TnurH BzExzR for a piece of poetry entitled, ‘‘ The God and 
Devil of Orthodoxy?” It was published in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER in the year 1876, I think. I hav lost the paper that 
had it in and would like very much to get another copy of 
it. I will giv you a few lines : 
If the story of God and the Bible be true, 
Who made the old devil and taught him to talk 
And deceive Mother Eve whilst taking a walk? 
He curses the woman, then he curses the man; 
Oh, where is the wisdom in all of his plau ? 
Will some subscriber who has a file of the paper please 
send the poem or a copy to an old subscriber ? 
: Joun H. Harp. 


. Gazzrzy, Cor., Aug 2, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Allow me to say a few words in favor of 
your journal, Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I must say that it con- 
tains some of the most interesting articles I ever read. A 
man can learn more from it, obtain more good, than from 
the whole of the Bible. I only trust it will hav a broad field ; 
that every bigot may read it properly before he commences 
to condemn it. I was two years ago a devout Christian. I 
dreamed of heaven and hell. I made myself unhappy by 
such a belief. All Liberalists must feel that they hav taken 
a burden off their shoulders when they hav completely 
thrown aside the Christian religion. In conclusion, I shall 

do all in my power to help the sale of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

Yours truly, A. M. Browne. 


JARBOESVILLE, Mp., Aug. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Epnrron: Send me by mail the ‘‘ Age of Reason," by 
Thomas Paine—the  high-minded, honorable, far-seeing 
Thomas Paine, who gave his all, his money and intelligence 
and time, to help feed and clothe Washington's army. With- 
out the honorable Thomas Paine Washington's efforts were 
useless. From what little information of Paine I hav in my 
place I find he was honored by Congress with money ; hon- 
ored by the legislatures and governors of several states, and 
given a homestead of three hundred acres, with the neces- 
sary buildings, in Massachusetts. His grave was violated, 
and his bones were taken to England, where a monument 
was intended to beerected to his memory. With those 
laurels bestowed upon him, I think it is advisable for our 
religious ministers to let his name rest, for the great good he 

has done. Gzonazg W. Fisa. 


A-TLANTIO City, N. J., Aug. 10, 1899. 
Mz. Epırog: This day the remains of Martha Sheen, 


daughter of James Sheen, were interred at the New Ceme- 
tery, Pleasantville. Before the funeral cortege left the house 
a very affecting address was delivered by John W. Shaw, ex- 
president of the Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia, to 
the parents and friends assembled to pay their last respects to 
the departed ; and appropriate exercises were conducted at 
the tomb by the same gentleman. Mr. Sheen and his wife are 
both pronounced Liberals and hav educated their children 
upon the rational basis of Freethought. It was pleasing to 
note the unqualified affection reciprocated between the par- 
ents and the children; and the untiring devotion of the 
mother during the protracted illness of the daughter just 
passed away, was a theme upon the lips of all who know 


them. 
Oae person present quoted most appropriately the lines : 
If they hav acted well their part 
Through changing sheen and shine; 
Then let me ask my erring heart, 
How hast thou acted thine? 


Mr. and Mrs. Sheen are almost alone in their adhesion to 
Freethought principles in Atlantic City, and hav had to con- 
tend with many assailants, who are compelled to acknowl- 
edge the particularly striking evidences of a successful do- 
mestic government united by a love that knows no fear. 

: A FRIEND. 


Brams, Wass., Aug. 9, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav just had a course of three lectures 
from Mr. Reynolds at the Opera House in’ Blaine. The 
house was packed to its utmost capacity each night, and the 
attention given to the speaker more than proved the interest 
taken in the subjects—‘‘ Liberalism,” ‘‘ The Lord's Prayer in 
our Public Schools,” and t Why the Cross above the Flag ?” 
A most cordial invitation was extended to the clergy of 
Blaine to meet him in a friendly discussion before the pub- 
lic, offering to giv anyone one-half the time, and take upa 
collection. No one accepted the challenge, and the able 
scoffer at Christian absurdities left the field victorious. 
Christians would. do well to consider such challenges, as 
they are given ina kindly spirit. Besides, it givs the Chris- 
tian a better chance to reach a class of citizens who hardly 
ever or never go inside a church. 
Come again, Mr. Reynolds. 
With best wishes for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Heston, 
Jonn MERRITT, JR. 


PARKDALE, TonoNro, Can., July 30, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER, I ‘believe, 
the whole time since its publication in New York, and I 
hav tried hard to get subscribers for it. But l always lived 
among such a God-fearing people that I hav never been 
able to get you a subscriber. They hav plenty of money to 
giv away for error and superstition, but they hav none 
for such common.sense works as THE TRUTH SEEKER, as the 
sequel will show. About two years ago the Methodists 
built here a new brick church, which cost about ten or 
fifteen thousand dollars. But since that time the Presby- 
terians hav built a much larger and handsomer one, which 
took the shine out of the Methodist one. But the Methodists 
were determined not to be outdone as to having a big 
joss-house. So they went to work and built a new one, 
corner of King street and Dubb avenue, which cost, 
with—as the Scotchman would say—the box of whistles, 
$74,000. It was opened on the first Sunday in this 
month for what they call public worship. And they im- 
ported from your great city two great joss-house priests to 
draw the shekels out of the pockets of the poor dupes. One 
was the Rev. Dr. Peck, the other the Rev. Dr. Suther. 
land. And the first day of the performance they realized 
$22,000 in promises. Was not that a high day for the 
joss-housc men, supposing the dupes toe the mark at the 
appointed time? Perhaps some of your readers may wish 
to know what has become of the old joss-house. Well, 
it is closed, and, like the temples of old, the oracle speaks 
no more. Yours truly, J. D. QREAVES. 


Mazo Manis, Wis., Aug. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Aside from the more important and highly 
interesting matter which we find in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, to 
me it is very interesting to note the various views of the 
many TRuTH SERKER correspondents on the various subjects 
which are discussed in its columns. To note how nearly 
they come to one's own views sets & person thinking which 
is right. Among these, none so truly coincided with my 
views of the Christian church as. the sentiment and main 
object of the Women's National Liberal Union. It is a 
highly important truth, as expressed at the Women's National 
Liberal convention, that nothing short of Cbristianity’s entire 
disintegration will mentally free its supporters, and that it 
Still persists in holding its supporters in profound mental 
slavery. It was very gratifying to me, and should be to 
every true Liberal,to see the Women's National Libera! 
Union take such a decided stand in the foremost rank of 
advanced Liberalism. As a general thing, woman is men. 
tally worse enslaved than man. The general mass of women 
are the greatest force against Liberalism and the great sus- 
taining force of the church. Thus we may look at it as a 
very hopeful sign of our time to see the leading intelligent 

women of our country occupy such an advanced position. 
Again, amongst the many communications on man’s 
immortality, both in Taz TaurEg SEEKER and many other 
papers and magazines which I hav read for the last ten 
years, only one person during that time came anywhere 
near my views of Spiritualism, and that is La Roy Bunder- 
land, in Taz TauTH Seexer of July Sth last. But mine is 

only an experience of ten years. Joan LETON. 


FENTONVILLE, MiOR., Aug. 3, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find post-office order for $5, for 
which please send the glorious old TRUTH SEEKER for another 
year, and the pictorial book as soon as finished. I hav all 
Tue TRUTH SEEKERS bound since the pictures commenced, 
but I want them in book form for the benefit of my Chris- 
tian friends. I hava little granddaughter. She has to see 
the pictures as soon as the paper arrives. So you see I am 
in favor of them. Please keep them up as long as possible. 
Iam in my sixtieth year, but you can count on me as long 
as I liv and hav my liberty. I had a neighboring minister 
call on me some time ago to hav a friendly talk with me 
about the other world. He found some fault with me be. 
cause I worked Sunday. I told him that I was willing to 
work for a living, and that if God knew one-half as 
much as people claimed, he knew that it was impossible for 
me to do all my work in six days, and he had no right to 
ask of me a thing I could not do. In our conversation he 
called me an Infidel. ‘‘ Well,” I said, ‘‘if the Bible is true, 
there ig one class of men worse than they." He said, 


'" Who?" I said, “The man that did not provide for his 
family." He soon had to go and see a sick man, and he has 
never been to see me since, but has left his wife with her. 
father and gone Fast. After he had been away a. short 
time he wrote to the Masonic lodge for a demit, but our 
lodge thought that, if he was good enough for a minister, he 
was not good enough to bea Mason. I hope the grand old 
TRUTH Seeker may liv until every man that fights potato. 
bugs and takes good care of the crop, and is lucky enough 
to get one to eat, will dare to eat it without first stopping to 
ask God to bless it. S. H. ErniNwoops. 


CzpanvILLE, N. J., Aug. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish that Tax Trout SEEKER was read by 
the people generally, as it would teach them more truth than 
they can get from any amount of pulpit exhortations, ex- 
planations, and detonations. But the Christians are as shy 
of anything that does not accord with what they learned at 
Sunday-school as a crow is of a string, and there is just about 
as much reason in one case as the other, as neither will in- 
vestigate and find out the re»] danger contained in the scare- 
crow. Therefore it is very difficult to get believers to read 
anything that is Liberal, and that would cause them to rea- 
son or think for themselvs. i 

Hoping the day will soon come when gospel shops will 
hav to pay their share of taxes like other corporations and 
individuals, and when Comstock and Wanamaker, with 
their tools and emissaries, are cast out, and the glorious 
principle of civil and religious liberty will be a reality, and 
not a sham as it is now, and hoping that you may hav 
ample support in your endeavors for the enlightenment and 
betterment of the human race, I remain, 


Yours truly, H. E. EMMAL. 


Byron, Minn., July 26, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for one new sub- 
scriber; tbe balance please place to my credit. This gentle- 
man whose name you will place on your list of readers, is, 
I am happy to say, one of the best and most successful 
business men in this city. Commencing as a clerk, his 
energy, integrity, and manliness won for him, as they are 
bound to do for all men and individuals, success and happi- 
nes8—and they are, I believe, the only key to happiness. He 
is also blessed with a lovely wife and two beautiful and intel- 
ligent little girls. I am glad to hav such people identify 
themselvs with our cause as leaders. The other kind will 
fall in line as soon as it becomes popular, as the Christians 
hav always done with all moral questions, never improving 
until compelled by common-sense and reason, and then 
crediting it to their Gods. 

I cannot understand how an intelligent person can bless 
an all-wise, unlimited (?) God, as the Christians call him, for 
all good, and not hold him responsible for all evil, for if he 
is able to produce the good, he must of necessity be able to 
prevent the evil. Now I ask in all earnestness, how is it 
possible to look at it in any other light? I cannot. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. J. E. Remaburg at 
Waterville, Minn., and attended his lectures. The audience 
was delighted with the manner he handled his subjects, 
especially the Sunday question, when he offered to meet any 
minister in a debate and affirm that there was not a text in 
the Bible authorizing us to keep Sunday as a holy day, or as 
the Sabbath. The reverends did not come to the front as 
the Christians supposed they would. I suppose they were 
too busy with pastoral calls to pay attention to a Free- 
thinker. Atany rate, none of them showed up. I also heard 
the wonderful (?) Talmage. The difference between Mr. 
Remsburg and Mr. Talmage is: the former affirmed with 
facts and proofs, the latter affirmed with faith and no proofs. 
Well, I suppose Mr. Talmage thinks that the Western 
people should not question anything that he would say. 
Well, we should not be too particular, as he was paying up à 
judgment that the people of Waseca held against him. Will 
you kindly send me Mr. Remsburg’s lectures on ‘‘ The Sun- 
day Question,” ** Bible Morals,” and ‘‘ Thomas Paine.” 

WALTER A. JOHNSON. 


GorpDONVILLE, TEX., Aug. 18, 1890. 

Mr. EprrOR: I hope that you will allow me, through the 
columns of your most excellent journal, to reply to & few 
remarks in your last issue, in which the man who proves 
all things, F. C. Ormsby, attacks. my profession very 
fiercely. But, in the first place, I am very much surprised 
to find a man who is.so much wiser than I ever thought any 
man could be—that is, to know positivly and even 
prove that there is a life of immortality and intelligence, will- 
power, consciousness, or mind of human individualities be- 
yond the grave. I did not know thata finite being could 
comprehend such infinities. But I hope that he will allow 
me to sanction the last sentence of his first paragraph —that 
is, that there is no such thing as belief in his idea of con- 
tinued life. Now, as he has no confidence in it, I hope 
that he will allow me the same privilege; but I do notclaim 
as much as he does in the following sentence. He says that 
& man must know the fact, must hav positiv proof. I only 
claim that I must hav some evidence, some proof, before I 
believe it. 

Now, as regards his assertion that the medical profession 
feeds upon the ignorance and fear of the people, it is as false 
asit is groundless; the most intelligent and fearless people 
we hav employ physicians. The other assertion, that physi- 
cians keep people under the weather, as he calls it, for the 
purpose of bleeding them of all the cold cash they think they 
can get, is as untrue and as unprincipled as the above. 

The medical profession does not claim to be a cure-all, 
but it does in many instances claim to abort disease, in 
others to abbreviate, and in others to alleviate all of the 
pain, suffering, and misery that we can. 

It is quite true that there are people so ignorant that they 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 380, 1590. 


555 


Lamas RSE SS a UERITAS UTIMUR SCR M EE E eran eT A I ÁN 


think an M.D. can cure every patient as soon as he visits the 
same, and in case the patient does not get up immediately, 
they are so short-sighted and of so little principle themselvs 
that they think that the M.D. is keeping the patient down 
With all good- 


in order to make money out of the case. 
willand highest regards for the man personally, I would 


ask how the above assertions agree with his motto in the 


beginning. D. J. Tuoxzr, M.D. 


Rep Canon, Wro., Aug. 16, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: In Taz TRUTH BEEKER of August 9th Mr. 
Ormsby styles the medical profession a humbug on a par 
with the clergy. True, there are many men professing to be 
medical that are gross humbugs. This is partly due to the 
reckless way in which state legislatures hav allowed the 
establishment of medical colleges of low grade. The writer 
remembers several classmates who for mental incapacity and 
indolence were dropped from the class; they went the next 
year to an easy-going college that granted them diplomas 
several months earlier than their previous classmates ob- 
tained theirs, and to-day men who did hard and honest 
work are classed in the profession at large with these 
drones. 

When human life is reposed in the care of any man that 
man should be proved competent to apply the highest 
scientific skill in the case. 

Before a man is allowed to run a locomotiv good engineers 
should determin whether or not he is competent. Mr. 
Ormsby intimates that any man ignorant of chemistry should 
be allowed to prescribe medicins. 

Suppose such & man should prescribe & combination of 
iodide of potassium and chlorate of potassium for one of his 
family, and death from the poisonous iodate formed should 
result, perhaps Mr. Ormsby’s views would change some- 
what. 

Volumes could be written enumerating the deaths result- 
ing from an unwise use of drugs, and more than this, the 
tenth part of such accidents was never known. 

In almost every other house there is a book called the 
“ Family Doctor,” and it causes more sickness than it ever 
cures. Not long since the writer attended a case in which 
the heart sack was distended with a dropsical effusion. 
Pain was felt in the stomach region. The family consulted 
** Dr. Quack’s” book. It recommended a half-teaspoonful 
of chloroform in alcohol with water. The writer arrived 
just in time to prevent the giving of this medicin, which 
would hav been sufficient to hav stopped the already feeble 
and crippled heart. 

As long as Dr. Quack is allowed to publish and sell his 
medical guides; as long as conceited old women who hav 
not even & high-school education think they know it all, 
physicians will be required to stand between these vampires 
and their victims. 

It is not alone the religions that contain all the supersti- 
tion. ] 

Nearly every old granny has à memory jammed full of 
traditions that are as sacred to her as the words of the Bible, 
and just as the policeman is made a necessity by the thief, 
80 physicians are required to arrest rampant conceit wield- 
ing deadly weapons in its blindness. Dr. Boynton. 


Mit Broox, Conn., Aug. 17, 1890. 

Me. Eprron: Inclosed is $5 to renew my subscription for 
two years. I hav taken Tuk TRUTH SEEKER so. long that I 
hav come to consider it one of the indispensables, although 
you treat what I consider a sacred and all-important subject 
rather unfairly, as it seems to me. I refer to Spiritualism. 

It is well known that no inconsiderable number of: the 
readers of Taz Truta SEEKER are Spiritualists. In view of 
this fact, the attitude you assume toward Spiritualism seems 
strange. . 

In your “ Search for a Spirit? you were evidently looking 
for something you did not wish to, and were determined not 
to find. Respect for the memory of your illustrious prede- 
cessor, D. M. Bennett— who, if not an open and avowed Spir- 
itualist, was very favorably inclined toward Spiritualism— 
should, it would seem, hav induced you much earlier to hav 
looked into the matter and given it a thorough investigation 
instead of waiting these many years, and then, rather re- 
luctant, giving it only a cursory examination. And further- 
more, in order to neutralize, it would seem, the effect of 
McArthur’s article in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of May 24th, ap- 
pears, immediately following it, a very silly piece against 
Spiritualism from a German paper. None so blind as those 
that won’t see. This may seem rather plain talk, but you 
will remember that Solomon says, ‘‘ Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend, but the Kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Prov. 
xxvii, 6). '' He that rebuketh a man, afterward shall find 
more favor than he that flattereth with the tongue” (Prov. 
xxviii, 23). 

And now, Mr. Editor, as advice isin order, and cheap in 
the market, I want your advice on a difficult and nice ques- 
tion. I ama lawfully born citizen of these United States, 
and for many years I hav peacefully hoed my garden, milked 
my cow, fed my pig, paid my taxes, and so helped to sus- 
tain this glorious government. One of my neighbors is 
postmaster here, and keeps the post-office in one corner of 
his kitchen. I go to the office in the morning for my mail, 
or to deposit letters, and before I open the door I heara 
mumbling, which I hav learned is the postmaster in the proc- 
ess of emitting prayer inside our post-office, and I must 
wait for him to finish before I enter. Meantime tbe weeds 
are growing in my garden, the pig is squealing for his break- 
fast, and the cow is waiting to be milked. Now, the ques- 
tion in my mind is, Has & postmaster any right to hold a 
prayer-meeting in a government post-office and keep me 
waiting outside till the performance is over? If net, hav I 
8 right to march in and ask for my mail? 


: R 

The great. Washington has told us that ours is a purely į illustrated in a wrangle I recently had with one of them in 
secular government; but under the Bunday-school régime | Taz TRUTH bEEKER, that, being apropos, 1s worth recapit- 
of Cheap John Wanamaker, it is becoming a question | ulating. 


whether the church runs the government or the govern- 
ment runs the church, and perhaps the department has 
instructed country postmasters to open their offices with 
prayer. I suspect, however, that my pious neighbor is 
unlawfully depriving me of my right to get my letters 
without having to wait till they are prayed: over. Until 
I hear from you, I shall refrain from violent measures, 
but I wish here and now to record my protest against 
being locked out of the post-office in order that the post- 
master may indulge in prayer or any other foolish habit, 
and I hope that this protest will meet your hearty ap- 
proval. H. W. Pinney. 


BOLDIERS AND Barong’ Houz, Aug. 10, m.m. 290. 

Mr. Epiror: Of late circumstances hav been so sugges- 
tiv and opportune for me to again communicate matters of 
interest through our valuable Freethought organ that duty 
has again influenced me to write to the grand old Trura 
SEEKER, and the matters of interest are so varied that I fear 
I shall overlook some. 

The first of which I will speak is in regard to the manage- 
ment of our home. There is such a prostitution of individ- 
uality, so much sycophancy, such love for domineering, such 
a respect for bigoted officials, that I am astonished that the 
American Revolution was a success, unless the love of lib- 
erty was more unanimous then than now. Suffice it to say 
that we are under a dominion as strict as that of the czar of 
Russia, and the majority I believe are afraid (I know of no 
other reason) to sign à petition or raise a voice in protest 
against such disciplin, and when one does he is proscribed. 
So it is that we who fought for the liberties of others hav 
lost our own, and a great many seem to consider it a bless- 
ing. Our superintendent even told me he did not allow us 
to talk upon religion or politics, but I told him I should not 
be intimidated from performing my duty. I hav been fa- 
vored of late with a sample copy of Freethought. Iam circu- 
lating it throughout our camp. I think it an excellent docu- 
ment for missionary work. I hav also been favored with 
Brother Bhaw's Independent Pulpit, trom Waco, Tex., and 
oh, how I regret that I am not able to take it and encourage 
him. Were I able I would write a book entitled, The Sin of 
Belief. What an evil belief has been ! 

Last Sunday there was a meeting begun in Quincy in the 
interest of the Prohibition party, carried on by a Rev. Mr. 
Bolds, A. J. Streator, and Mrs. Lathrop, of New York. Mr- 
Bolds was & man of considerable ability, and I think alto. 
gether too intelligent and Liberal to remain in the church 
long unless his services are confined to districts where the 
people are in a low state of evolution. He showed conclu- 
sivly that the church, pulpit, press, politics, and legislation 
are all subsidized to the liquor traffic. He solicited questions. 
I wrote and handed in three: “1. If Prohibition succeeds 
will it not cause a financial crash?” He answered affrma- 
tivly, but argued that the crash would be more than justified 
by the benefits resulting therefrom. ‘‘2. Can Prohibition be 
enforced while intoxicating liquor is allowed to be gold as a 
medicin ?” This was answered sophistically. ‘3. Is not 
the Prohibition of intoxicating liquor a usurpation of natural 
rights?” This he answered affirmativly and argued nega- 
tivly, showing conclusivly he failed to comprehend the ques. 
tion. Yesterday Mr. ——, gaining encouragement by Mr. 
Bolds’s experiment, also solicited questions, announcing 
that if desired there would be an opportunity of discussion 
after he was through speaking. I accordingly took my pen- 
cil and made the following notes, but before he was half 
through I perceived he was too vile and ill-mannered for any 
use, 80'I did not confront him. He says: '* 1. True govern- 
ment consists in religious character and political action. 2. 
It must be the effect of moral and religious forces.” Then 
he flattered us all that we were too good Christians to. belong 
to a party that would favor high license. I was attending 
the meeting with mutual sympathy in politics, hoping that 
their efforts might be crowned with success, and I yet hope 
for the same, because I realize that the vulgar to whom they 
appeal are touched by their sentimentality and overlook their 
lack of logic and reason. And as their object is only chimer- 
ical, and educational, and mostly temporary and finally to 
be a failure only in giving the participants exercise and a 
livelihood, and inasmuch as illogical reasoning and unphilo- 
sophical statements serve their purpose for their class, such 
unscrupulous hypocrits who are out of employment and de- 
pending on the public are perhaps doing the best they can. 
I thank them one and all because they take a delight in boy- 
cotting the preachers and one another. It may be that they 
may convince some little child that it had better stay away 
from the saloon or some girl that she had better not fall in 
love with a tippler and marry him, and maybe in their zeal 
they gain the sympathy of some one who will combine ear- 
nestness with logic. But as yet, if these are a sample of 
their leaders, they are a disgusting lot. Well, I am glad 
they giv the preachers and the church hell, and sometimes, 
unavoidably and accidentally, the Bible—the enemy of man, 
woman, and child, as well as all reform. 

Ex-Rzv. J. N. MAXEY: 


BnooxLxN, N. Y., Aug. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Epor: Brother Wettstein, July 26th, expends 
more attention upon Spiritists than is justifiable on any 
ground that we should undertake the much. needed but hope- 
less task of reforming them. We sometimes hear of a Chris- 
tian being reclaimed and becoming a rational Freethinker, 
but I hav yet to hear of a Spiritist being so fortunate. That 
is an indication that Spiritism is a more bewildering delusion 
than Christianity and its victims are more blindly bigoted 


‘hav not found it yet. 


theories that hav the evidence of being but vagaries. 


than Christians, Their method of confuting Materialists is | or encouraging. 


In my introductory letter on matter, motion, and planetary 
formation, I accepted the proposition that science is knowl- 
edge; recognizing science and knowledge to be synonyms; 
and suggested that, unless theories are the logical import of 
ascertained facts, they are evidently not science, but vaga- 
ries. Judging popular theories by that definition, I lost con- 
fidence in them in early youth and hav not found it yet. I 
think it should be obvious to any person of average intelli- 
gence that the last sentence cannot logically be applied to 
science and knowledge, but to popular theories that are 
proved by science and knowledge to be vagaries. I subse- 
quently presented good reasons for rejecting some of them, 
and am prepared to deal with others in like manner. 

At the conclusion of my letter, I incidentally suggested 
some problems of vital importance to Spiritism that Spirit- 
ology involves. My letter was responded to by a Spiritist 
over the signature of J. R. Perry, who, though he assumed 
that Spiritism is the main question at issue, instead of en- 
deavoring to solve the problems that Spiritology presents, 
evaded the issue with the irrelevant and false charge of my 
stating that I lost confidence in science in early youth and 
When subsequently forced to the 
wall fora solution of the problems, he reluctantly admitted 
his ignorance of the subject, but thinks himself competent 
to instruct others. 

In my response I noted his misquotation, aud corrected 
by repeating my statement verbatim, and added the sugges- 
tion that any person of average intelligence should logically 
infer that I lost confidence, or never had any, in popular 
In 
response, he asserts that I failed to state one misquotation ; 
though I really noted several of them, and suggested that 
they being evidently not the result of ignorance or accident, 
we should charitably impute them to idiocy or insanity. 
Mr. Perry appears to hav thought it more unbecoming “ to 
whip the devil around a stump” than to distinctly charge 
him with willful lying, as he evidently desired me to do, 
and giv him a pretense to wail like a spanked baby or howi 
like a kicked cur, in the hope of prejudicing disinterested 
spectators against me. That is evidently his highest trump 
‘card, and he plays it for all it is worth. 

In Mr. Perry’s last assault upon myself personally and 
direct, he charges me with stating at the outset that I never 
since a boy had any faith in science; and adds, '' But it 
seems now that he meant, and should hav stated, that he 
had no faith in theories.” It being obvious to my view that 
Mr. Perry is either morally or intellectually, or both morally 
and intellectually, incapable of making a truthful statement 
of his own volition, I wrote you a response at that time, in 
which I challenged him to name the date of your issue in 
which the statement he charges me with making occurs over 
my signature. I now renew that challenge. 


If Mr. Perry objects to being ‘‘semi-occasionaily dis- 
turbed ” with unsavory compliments, he should not persist- 
ently insult others with his infamous defamatory lying and 
quibbling, that is neither ridicule nor satire but vulgar 
ruffianism of the most infamous type. 

There was nothing in my introduction that could be made 
to serve as a pretense for, or justification of, the ruffianly 
assault that was made upon me. Perceiving that I had a 
rufan to deal with, I hav dealt with him roughly, and 
shall continue to do so unto the end; and so long as his 
ruffianly assaults are repeated in THE TRUTH SEEKER I shall. 
insist on my right of self-defense with counter assaults and 
shall not submit to being choked off like a dog, nor do I 
desire that Mr. Perry should be; for, if he has an intelligent 
self-respect, he-should find it expedient tolet go and drop off 
and no longer endeavor to bolster up, or divert attention 
from, an indefensible cause, with irrelevant, defamatory 
lying and quibbling. 

In the darkest age of ignorance and ruffianism that dis. 
graces the history of Europe, when to question the veracity 
of a lying rufan was a sigoal for mortal combat, lying 
acquired the unmerited immunity from condemnation and 
just reproof that it now enjoys on the pretense that it is un- 
parliamentary and unbecoming a gentleman to question a 
lying ruffian’s veracity even indirectly. But it is not sup- 
posed to be unparliamentary nor unbecoming a gentleman 
of culture to lie and quibble. That is giving defamatory 
lying and quibbling more advantage than it is justly entitled 
to; better make it so unpopular that even Spiritualists will 
be ashamed to practice it. Probably Mr. Perry will call that 
another ''Jesuitical fling.” But it being a time-honored 
church dogma that a lie well stuck to is as good as the 
truth, I shall respectfully submit that he has practically 
demonstrated himself to be far more Jesuitical than he has 
made me appear even by lying and quibbling. 

In the foregoing I hav endeavored to avoid being personal, 
but confined myself strictly to the discussion of a principle 
of whicb Mr. Perry isa volunteer representativ and champion 
—and he is well adapted to his chosen vocation. His 
method of combat is beneath contempt; it has not even the 
questionable merit of plausible sophistry ; and has no force 
but that it derives from the defamatory lying and quibbling. 
Though thoroughly disgusted with the line of defense that 
his infamous method of combat has compelled me to adopt, 
I shall endeavor to stay by him until he issatisfied that I can 
giv as good as I get and a liberal rate of interest, except of 
lying and quibbling. That is lower than I shall “stoop to 
conquer” or hav occasion to. For, in the estimation of 
intelligent and fair-minded people, defamatory lying will 
damage none but those who employ it; and I hav no regard 
for the esteem or censure of those who think that a talent 
for defamatory lying and quibbling is worth cultivating 
J. A. TurTLE. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Raited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 


this Corner should be sent. 


“ Betwoen the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


A Proverb. 


There is a proverb in & heathen tongue 
Which often strikes ta as much more sublime 
Than sayings which a wiser day hath sung, 
And well to be remembered in our time. 


"Tia this : All persons carry two huge sacks, 
One is behind, in front the other rests; 
One holds their own faults—this is on their baoks ; 
One holds their neighbors'—this lies on their 
breasts. 


Bo they look down and see each neighbor's ill, 
And ory, "tis foul, but all the while are blind 
To their own faults which, growing daily, fill 
That baser burden which rests on behind. 
—M— — —199—4—99—————————— 


A Bit of Philosophy. 


In the Christian world much diversity of 
opinion exists as to which creed or form of 
worship is most acceptable to deity, and al- 
though creeds seem to increase and multiply, 
church membership is most assuredly on the 
decline. Popular forms of religion are looked 
upon by many as popular forms of supersti- 
tion and error. Current theology no longer 
satisfies the cravings of the thinking mind 
Truth, being the most sacred thing in exist- 
ence, is eagerly sought for by all thoughtful 
people. 

But, in the midst of such a multitude of 
conflicting opinions, how truth is to be dis- 
tinguished from error becomes the important 
question. It is a necessary or self-evident 
truth that space is boundless and duration 
endless, because the human mind can form no 
conception of either being limited. 

We cannot think of a time when there was 
no time, or a place where there is no space. 
It is also true that something exists in space 
which the learned call matter. 

Matter is of various kinds, and exists in an 
almost infinit variety of forms. It is capable 
of being divided and subdivided until its 
ultimate atoms are reached, when, it. is said, . 
all further division ceases. The simple ele- 
menta of matter, which are said to be between 


sixty aud seventy in number, are the source 
of all existence, animal, vegetable, and min- 
eral. 

There is no special human element, and all 
that can be said on behalf of the immortality 
of the soul of man applies with equal force to 
all the anima] kingdom, and however much 
man may pride himself on his superior 
powers of intellect, the stubborn fact re- 
mains that he is related to and controled by 
similar laws to every living thing beneath 
him. Very many well-informed people claim 
that mind or spirit is not matter, and some 
isolated individuals maintain that the exist- 
ence of matter can only be determined by the 


resistance which it offers to the touch when 
we attempt to grasp it. But itis an admitted 
fact that the rays of light and the fragrance 
of a flower consist of small particles of matter 
which offer no resistance to the touch. If, 
then, the rays of light and the fragrance of a 
flower be matter, surely that wonderful 
power that moves and controls the body, that 
feels, thinks, and remembers, that loves and 
hates, must be material. 

Intelligence is not something separate and 
distinct from matter, but always associated 
with it. : 

Modern philosophers tell us that matter is 
eternal; that it never was created and never 
can be destroyed; that it always existed in 
some form or other, and always will continue 
to exist; that ''omnipotence itself cannot 
produce something from nothing." Now we 
need not believe this statement on the au- 
thority of great men unless it meets with the 
approval of our own judgment.. But we can 
not think of a time when nothing existed, nor 
can we conceive of something being produced 
from nothing. If we admit the creation of 
matter we destroy its eternity ; creation im- 
plies a beginning, but eternity is without be- 
ginning or end. 

It is self-evident that all existing forms 
must hav had a beginning and all existing 
forms must necessarily hav an end, but the 
matter or substance Composing these forms 
never could hav a beginning and never can 
hav anend. Nature forms and transforms, 
but never creates. The word create has no 
place in the field of science, it is a term in- 
vented by theologians to sustain the theory of 
a personal God. But if a personal God 


exists, he, in common with other matter, 
forms a part of the boundless universe, and 
must of necessity be subject to its laws. 
Theologians preach the doctrin that the 
human race, at the period of death, enter 
upon a stationary existence from which there 
will be no change; but this childish idea has 
no foundation in fact or a shadow of proof to 
support it. In all the economy of nature 
nothing is stationary—everything is in a state 
of mutation. Nature is the almighty power 
that is everywhere present at the same instant 
of time, and if on some occasions she appears 
kind and compassionate, she at other times 
seems remorseless and cruel; if she covers 
the earth with verdure and causes trees and 
fiowers to bloom in profusion, she produces 
the storm and tempest that sweep over the 
sea and land leaving death and destruction in 
their path, bringing sorrow and suffering to 
many. Her operations are not confined to 
any particular locality; they pervade the 
realms of boundless space, and will exist 
throughout the endless ages of eternity. 
Omaha, Neb. R. 8. C. 
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About Postal Cards. " 

In 1865 the Prussian postal authorities an- 
nounced their intention of issuing a corre- 
spondence card on which brief communica- 
tions not under seal or in an inclosure could 

be sent through the mails at greatly reduced 
rates. Forsomereason never fully explained 
the scheme hung fire and was, apparently, 
abandoned. In 1869 Austria took up the 
idea, and commenced the manufacture and 
sale of ** correspondence cards," as they are 
still called on the European continent. Prus- 
sia immediately followed her, and, during the 
war with France, distributed the cards free 
to soldiers, and at à purely nominal price to 
soldiers’ relative. American postal cards 
made their appearance in May, 1878, since 
which time the sale has grown so rapidly 
that over 1,000,000,000 hav now to be manu- 
factured every year. 

The machinery used in making the postal 
cards, writes a correspondent of the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat from Albany, N. Y., is the 
usual kind of paper-making machinery, and 
there are kept constantly in motion three 
washing engins, four beaters, and two sets of 
rollers. One set is used entirely for postal 
card work, and one for the finer grade of 
book-paper work for the government. Each 
day from four to seven tons of rags are used, 
besides a large quantity of wood pulp. The 
postal cards are made almost entirely from 
rags. The rags are carried from Castleton 
on the smallest railroad in the United States. 
It is a little single-track road connecting with 
the Hudson River railroad, and it runs 
around the hills to the mill. One locomotiv, 
one passenger car, and a postal car consti- 
tute the equipment of the miniature road. 

This little train of cars carries away daily 
from the works two carloads of printed pos- 
tal cards, all of which are brought to this 
city and thence distributed, according to the 
destination marked upon them, all over the 
country, in every post-office over which 
Uncle Sam has jurisdiction. To load a car 
requires between 2,000,000 and 8,000,000 of 
the little cards, according to how they are 
packed. Three million cards make a large 
load, as a box containing 25,000 cards weighs 
162 pounds. A thousand cards weigh about 
5i pounds, or to be more exact, 1,000,000 
cards weigh about 5,229 pounds. Climbing 
up the hill to the largest building one can 
easily follow the process by which postal 
cards are made. Ina back room of the build- 
ing can be seen a dozen girls whose sole duty 
is to sort the rags that come in from the col- 
lectors. The girls cut: off all buttons and 
buckles on discarded garments and sort the 
rags into piles according to quality. The 
Sorted rags are put into huge chopping 
machines, which cut them into small pieces. 
It then whiffs them into & dust machine, 
where they are shaken and cleaned. From 
this point they pass through a succession of 
baths in chloride of lime and various other 
bleaching and cleansings, with occasional 
visits to vats and trips through rollers with 
sharp knives on them. 

After passing through all the different proc- 
esses the rags come out in a fine white pulp 
as thin as flour paste. This is shaken over 
wire to get the water out, and is then put 
through & score or more of rollers and a glue 
bath, after which it is rolled out into postal- 
card paper. At theend of the long rolls that 
hav been equeezing the paper down and put- 
ting the gloss on it are the knives used for cut-. 
ting, and the long sheet passing through it is, 
either cut into sheets four postal-cards wide 


to be put into the huge automatic presses, or ) 


into sheets 21x30 1-2 inches. 


four cutters, and one extra large cutter. 


1,760 postal cards. 


plates are locked in the bed of the press. All 
the plates are sent from Washington, and one 
set of plates in continual use lasts about two 
years. The feeders are women of experience, 
and they receive 41 1-2 cents for feeding 
100,000 cards, and can feed about 500,000 a 
day. n 

The sheets are next taken to the cutters, 
from which they are turned out in single cards. 
Three girls take the cards of each feeder. 


One counts twenty-five in each package, and f| 


theother two put on the paper binders. After 
they leave this room they are put up in pack- 
ages, counted out in packages of twenty, and 
put into the pasteboard boxes, which by con- 
tract must be muslin-bound. Five girls put 
the muslin binding on the boxes, receiv- 
ing for their work fifteen cents per hundred 
boxes. The boxes when filled are put into 
cases ready for shipment. No order for less 
than 500 cards is filled. Orders for 10,000 or 
more are packed in wooden cases, the largest 
single case holding 25,000 cards. 

A new machine bas recently been put into 
work on postal cards that will increase the 
rate of printing them and decrease the num- 
ber of employees. Two of the machines are 
now in operation. They print from contin- 
uous rolls at the rate of 300 per minute. A set 
of knives cut them off and they drop into 
little cella; a set of steel fingers turn the pack- 
age over. After each twenty-five cards hav 
dropped into a cell the fingers twine a band 
about the package and carry it back to the 
packing-room, where girls put them into 


boxes. 
OHO 


What Johnny Knows about Cats, Pigs, 
Donkeys, and Cows. 
THE OAT. 

A cat is a domestic animal what likes to be 
near a fire. When cats get vexed, they oist 
their backs like the hump of a camel, and 
their tails swell out like a foxes, and they 
scratch with the splinters in their feet. Cats 
are different to dogs. A dog wags its tail 
when it is pleased, a cat wags it when it is 
angry, that is the reason they don’t get on. 
They hunt mice, birds, beetles, and other 
game. They do not sleep at night like any 
other sensible animal, but prowl about on 
back-yard walls, making horrid noises, and 
spitting and scratching one another. It was 
one of these animals what led pa to throw a 
whole chamber-service away, one still, clear, 
dark moonlight night. There was stillness 
all around after that. Cats are very fond of 
grannies, aunties, and such like. They cul- 
tivate whiskers, but not mustaches. A cat 
is the only animal what has nine lives. 

THE PIG. 

The pig is a animal what speaks with a 
grunt, and is fond of wallowing in the mire, 
Pigs do not wear hair on their backs like 
other animals, but bristles. Black puddings 
and other things what we see on the stalls on 
a market day come from the pig. So does 
sausage, but not German sausage. When 
they t&lk about pigs in the Bible they call 
them swine. Bible pigs were fed on husks, 
but English pigs are fed on porridge and 
other refuse. A pig when it is dead is called 
bacon, and is then cured. -Fried bacon isa 
common article of food for breakfast. The 
fat what comes from fried bacon is good for 


children. 
THE DONKEY. 


A donkey is a animal what has four lega. 
It has also longer ears than the horse or and 
other animal. The tail of a donkey is gen- 
erally all meat, hair does not grow thereon. 
They are very stupid animals, that is the 
reason our schoolmasters call us little don- 
keys sometimes. A donkey is very often 
like a woman—when it says it won't go, it 
won't, and they are very hard done to. Some 
good, kind people are called donkeys, and 
that is how Jerusalem donkeys were made, 
but the greatest quantity come from the sea- 
side places where they earn their own living 
like any other man. Donkeys feed on com- 
mons, and other places where there is no 
food, and thus they are termed common don- 
keys. A donkey what is not a donkey, is 
called a ass. 

THE 00W. 

A cow is & animal what has four legs. 

Cows are made of different colors, black, 


In the big room 
of the postal-card mill are about a dozen men 
and two dozen women, four large presses, 
The 
sheets are taken to the press, Where they are 
given to the feeders, who on the Campbell 
presses feed forty-one sheets a minute, or 
The cards are printed 
from steel plates so hard that a file could not 
make an impression upon them. Each one 
is printed from a separate plate, and eighty 


white, yellow, and crushed strawberry color, 
The milk what we get in a morning comes 
from the cow. The milk is fixed in between 
the last two legs of a cow. I hav noticed 
that a black cow givs white milk. We get 
roast beef from this animal. The boots we 
wear are made from the skin of acow. A 
male cow is called bull, but bulls do not giv 
milk, as this is a law of nature. Tripe and 
all those sort of Inxuries come from this 
animal. I like tripe. The cow, like the don- 
key, has a meat tail with a bunch of hair at 
the bottom. They donot shoe cows like they 
do donkeys. 
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8vo:957pp. Oloth, $8 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. $8, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


' THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 30, 1890. 


557 


Hens of the Week. 


San SarvApoz and Guatemala are reported 
to hav made peace. 


Action on the “Force,” or Federal Elec- 
tions, bill is deferred till December. 


: In Ireland where the potato crop failed the 
farmers are trying to avert starvation by put- 
ting in cabbages or some crop that can be 
gathered before winter. 


Tux Louisiana Lottery, after paying all ex- 
penses, including purchase of legislatures, 
judges, juries, and newspapers, makes a 
profit of $3,000,000 a year. 


Rev. ArBERT VzpDER, arrested in New 
York city for abducting a little girl, has 
served a term in prison before for ruining a 
young woman of West Melton. 


Taz soil in Shelby county, Ind., is saturated 
with natura! gas, which is & menace to sev- 
eral townships, the people fearing that if it 
gets fired the whole region will be desolated. 


Ir appears from late information that the 
stories of some persons being shut up in 
insane asylums by designing relativs are not 
fables, but that the thing is actually done not 
unfrequently. 


Tux sects continue to fight over the obtain- 
ing of government patronage in Indian 
schools, to which neither hav a just claim. 
Indian Commissioner Webb is assalled b 
Catholics for favoring Protestants. $ 


AxoNaG the late acts of the Italian govern- 
ment the one that most angers Catholics is 
tne Closing and confiscation of the Church of 
the Bergamaschi, which enshrines ‘‘a mirac- 
ulous image ” of ‘‘ Our Blessed Mother.” 


Dr. BunTsELL, Who was removed from his 
church and required to apologize to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan for favoring McGlynn, has 
neglected to apologize in the allotted time, 
and is now suspended from exercise of his 
priestly function at any church. 


Franoz is somewhat depressed by the late 
division of African territory by England and 
Germany without a consultation of her, fol- 
lowed by the present visit of Emperor Will- 
jam to the czar, where a conspiracy of Euro- 
pean monarchs may be formed to crush the 
French republic. 


On the 23d the remains of John Ericsson, 
whose invention of the gunboat Monitor is 
supposed by many to hav saved our Union, 
wereembarked at New York for Sweden, the 
inventor’s nativ land, with imposing cere- 
monies. Ericsson also made many other 
valuable mechanical inventions. 


Tus official report on management of ec- 
clesiastical property delivered in the- Italian 
parliament, states that up to July, 1889, the 
government had sold property recovered 
from the church to the value of 650,000,000 
lire, and restored to families 150,000,000 lire 
which had been wrenched from them by un- 
just clerical influence. 


Enetanp has just had naval maneuvers 
costing £200,000. They were to test the pos- 
sibility of an enemy holding for ten days con- 
trol of the trade routes and thus cutting off 
England's food supplies. The British navy 
behaved poorly and exposed defectiv and 
antiquated machinery and general degener- 
acy. The enemy would hav won, and pes- 
simists predict England's fall in her next war. 


A RELIGIOUS fight worthy of the Middle 
Ages was recently narrowly averted in Rus- 
sia. The village of Ikhty has a statue of the 
Virgin which attracts pilgrims and profit, 
but the village of Matvinora claimed it as 
having been revealed first to a dweller there. 
The peasants of the villages, about four thou- 
sand each, with the clergy at their head, were 
about to join battle, when a circuit justice 
arrived and persuaded them to peace. 


Tux troubles over cemeteries in Chili hav 
been ended by mutual concession. The 
Catholics formerly controled the burial- 
grounds and refused to admit those not of 
their faith. "The government organized pub- 
lic cemeteries. Catholics interdicted the lat- 
ter to Catholics, and the government retali- 
ated by interdicting the Catholic cemeteries 
to anyone. Catholics then had to bury their 
dead secretly at midnight to elude prosecu- 
tion. 


'TnovnLE on the New York Central railroad 
is yet threatening. Knights are deliber- 
ating a strike on all Vanderbilt’s roads, 
which will involve the West. The conten- 
tion is whether sixty men were: dismissed 
for incapacity and lack of work for them, or 
for being activ Knights. The men are black- 
listed, and their organization urges that they 
hav been wronged. The New York Central 
Labor Union cites the threats of Governor 
Seymour in 1862 to seize a New York state 
railroad -and operate it at cost prices for the 
benefit of the people, if the Vanderbilts did 
not conclude a strike and resume the service 
of the public in twenty-four hours. The 
strike was ended in an hour, and as late rul- 
ings on the powers of Congress in interstate 
commerce are supposed to giv it authority, 
that body is requested by the Central Labor 
Union to seize and operate the New York 
Central. 
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The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 
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hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Ü 
i 
i 


EIBUTH SEEKER ` 
HS old letters on the outside. 
B 8 binder allows the open- 
ing of the Papers perfectly fiat. It also allows the 
t g out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 
Sent by mail, 


ostpaid for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafavette Pl.. New York. 
BIBLE INQUIRER; 
OB; 
A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositiong 
With References to the most 


Self-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a m for ready reference. 

a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 

the most effectiv Iconoclast ever publish 
Price only 26 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 8838pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not go far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
af this office. ice» 400.3 With autograph, 59 ots, 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Menument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GrorGs JacoB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL Bump, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fet a dollar. 
- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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lain and Striking | 


Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 


Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 


Meet the Needs of mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Oharles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infiaels, 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christiantty: Its Origin, Nature, 
avd Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents, 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. Ed 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents, 

Saints and Sinners—Whieh? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The Superstition of the Christian 
snnday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 


Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. B. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.R. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: Why Do the Clergy Avoid 
Deb: ic? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Tow rd Ohristianity. 8 Freethought and 
Mer of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Fa tsand Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. hristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. 
5 cents. 

NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 

LISHED. 


Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 


mecessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


if you start right. 
The first step 
should be an ex- 


tical and reliable, 
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The first Portfolio contame designs that cost as 


for $10; the complete set (12) forṣ15. B 
yolume containing over 200 designs selected 
rom the various portfolios, price $5, return- 


able if not satisfactory. 
Address R W. SHOPPELL, 


Price, | 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., . 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," ete. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in itaatisfaction 
and mp bere rs edel York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel« 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. . 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 

le social state greatly in advance of tbe present 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—-[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
Revised Edition--8 vols—Price, $3, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp.; 
50 ote. ; 
The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Eztract. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
. (Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethieal Societies, 
For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN, 


Prior, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnzTHUE B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HABDWICKE. 


INTRODUOTION. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution ; 
Chapter II, bible Biology and Evolution; Ohap- 
ter III, Bible Myths and Evolution; Ohapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Eyolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Ohap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
skil.—[Literary World. | : 

_, you turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.—[Inter-Ocean. | 

His his ory has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. ] . 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. ‘He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, §48pp.,$1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Pl. New York. 
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PIONEER PITH. BURGESS-UADERWOOD DEBATE Selt-Contradichons of the Bible. 


Tux Grsr or LECTURES ON RATIONALIEM. 


By Carr. R. C. Apaus, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
* "Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Beason,” 
an s 
* Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp.s 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. "Opp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT -TEED DISCUSSION. 


" Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. MR, TEED. 
Paper; 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 


ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A, 
oN 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Obaracter, and the 
Influence of Christiani! 


Price; 25 cents. - 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Bost Teachings and Bay- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors. 


By 9e C. DARLING. 
- Paper, - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED. 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 
By M. €. BILLINGS. 
Price, We ce 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 
By Max MurLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperanee 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price; 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 
By Jno. E. BURTON. 
Price; 10 centa. 


Christianity and Matesialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Warrronp, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. McLaren. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


HATOHABD ` 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus, 
Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Boripture Covidontly inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FipEL and A. Hook. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper; 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ARI. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
Ruriarous PuRITANISM AND MONEY-QETTING. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20c.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 


icalRomance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 50c.; Olo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York, 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Betw B. F Mr m and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
uro Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 


Paper, 188pp.; 50 ota. clo., 82. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written in 1776. 
z 15 cents, 


Price, 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 
By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, m A 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) mis Evolution_out of 
Christianity. By D. M. BENNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah. "Worshi iP and Devil.Worship Identical— 
i.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
Great Britain. 
Price, . + cents 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


OB; PTE, CALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
e Comtean System. 
Paper. 23 cents; cloth, 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, ete. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price; 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper; 300pp., 0 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LONGSHORE. 
50., 502. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THEUNSEEN WORLD. 
By Pror. Joun Fiskx. 
Price; 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 centr. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE. 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell 
By B. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE. 
By Wx. MoDoNNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE AERIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 3dc.; clo., 50. 


. THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Wary BHOULD TSE PE FEAR TO Diz? 
By J. G. HOLYOAXE. 
Price, 5 cents, 


THE 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 


Tur PRINOIPLE oF FaEETHOUGHT. 
By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. LsoLyoaRE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


GENESIS I, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 
By A. R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 
BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century. 
Pap., 50c.; CiO. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


144 Morar, THEOLCGIOAL, HisTORIOAL, AND 
SPECULATIVE PROPOSITIONS. 
Price, 15 cents. 


SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU. 


Book of the Gene:ation of Jesus. First Trans. 
from the Hebrew Original Story or Jesus. 


Price, 15 cents. 


SHELLEY AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORM 


a. 
By 0. SOTHERAN. 
Paper, 8vo, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


SHORT 
LESSON IN HISTORY 
FOR CHRISTIANS. 


% CARTOON 
From The Truth Seeker, July 11, 1885. 
17x24 in. 6 for 30c., 12 for 60c., 25 for $1, 100 for $3, 


JOHN’S WAY. Radical Domestic 


Btory. 15cents. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 


LITTLE LESSONS 
FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By Mrs. E. D. SLENKER. 
Boarde, 43 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


Wirs THEOLOGICAL AMENDMENT AND BTATE PEBR- 
SONALITY. 


By Joseph E. Peck. 
Pap. 253. 


SPIRITUALISM 
FROM A MATERIALISTIO STAND. 
POINT. 

Bx B. F. Unprrwoop. 

Price; 10 cents 


Religion Not History. 


Examination of the Morals and History of the New 
Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. 
Price; 25 cents. 


RELIGION of COMMON SENSE. 


By Professor L. Uhlich. 
Price, 35 cent“. 


PAINE. VINDICATED. 


Reply to N. Y. O5server. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With * ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD." 
Price, 15 cents. 


Scientific Materialism : 


© ITS MEANING and TENDENCY. 


By B. F. VSDEEFODM: 
Price, 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER TRAOTS. 


(Bound.) 
Vols. I, II, III, IV; V, 18mo, 525 pages in each vol. 
Per vol, pap., 60c. 


TWELVE TRACIS. 


Bible Worship. 
Darwinism. 
Design Argument. 


Evolution. 
' Jesus Not Perfect. 
Underwood's Prayer. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
25 cents. 


TWO HUNDRED POETICAL RIDDLES, 
For the Instruction and Amusement of Youth. 
By E. D. Blakeman. 

25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MI!TENS. 


A Btory of the Rightway Alniihonge. By Jennie 
Butler Browne. 5 cents 


UNDERWOOD-MARPLES DEBATE 


On THE ExisteNoz OF A PERSONAL GOD AND 
INSPIRATION oF SORIPTURES. 
Between B.F. UNDERWOOD and Rev. J. Mar- 
eg. 


Paper, 85 cents ; cloth; 60. 


VOLTAIRE IN EXILE. 


Memoirs. 
His Life and Works in France and Abroad. 
And Unpublished Correspondence With Mme. đu 


By B. GASTINEAU. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


WAIFS AND WANDERINGS, 
A Liberal Novel. 
By BaAmvEL P. PUTNAM. 
-Pap., 590c.; clo., $1. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cent8 ; per dozen, 20 cents ; per 100, $2. 
For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 
By Oapr. R. C. ADAMS. 
*5 One of the cheapest ne „pont books on the sub. 


Paper, 15 sents. 


Advancements Science 


The Belfast Address. 
By PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti. 
cles on Prayer. 


Paper; 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 
Paper, 870, 1!2 pages; £5 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
With EXAMINATION oF THE PROPHECIES, pap. 40c. 


ALAMONTADA, 
THE GALLEY SLAVE. 


By J. H. D. ZscHoxrE. 
* A philosophical romance.” 
Paper: 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS. 


His CHARAOTER AND Doorrin. 
Being a chapter from dne eu of Religious Be- 
el. 


By Viscount AMBERLEY. 
Paper; 8vo, 170pp., 25 cents. 


——— ne omnes ce 


Answers to Christian Questions 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 146pp., 25 cents. 


AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 
MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Papcr, 50 cents; cloth, 75. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. Bascocx. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 


better than 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ROARING LION OW THE TRACK, 


By M. Bazscoox. 


Price, 10 centa. 


SUPERSTITION : 


RELIGION oF 
“ BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 15 cents. 


Why Don't God Kill the Devil? 


By M. BaAsoocx. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 
A LIBERAL STORY. By Mrs.J. E. Ball. 
Price, 35 cents. 


JESUS CHRIST: 
His LIFH, 
THACHINGS, and IMPERFECTIONS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 


Price; 35 cents. 


RESURRECTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In. 
By W. 8. BELL. 


Price, 10 cents, 


FIRST EPISTLE of 
BENNETT, Apostle, to TRUTH SEEKERS. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, 8 cents. 
ee E RE Re 
For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norr.—Those tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subseriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. ' Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. he numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication, Underwood........ 


ow 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett........c.sseeeere 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Biblo Worshipers...........«. 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett...» 
68 Prophecies. Underwood....... sebetere — 
62 The Jews and their God........... 
. 63 The Devil's Due Bills. Sypliers...... 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon..... 
711 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
13 Foundations. Jolin Syphers............... 


m 
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4 Daniel in the Lion’s Den.  Bennett.......... 
"5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... I 
"6 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett............ 


77 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett... 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps....... aes 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.......... ees. 
91 OurIdeusofGod. B.F.Underwood. 
94' The New Raven. Will Cooper.. 


97 Special Providences. W. S. Bel 
98 Snakes, Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine’s Birthday.... 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 2 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence. of Christianity. Capphro..... 2 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.............. 
110 Invocation to the Universe. $$ Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett..........- eene 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... ....... 
117 Constantinethe Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.... 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell... sesseesssone L 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
Server " eese esee senten teens inei, LO 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ....... 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 2 
: 126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood.........ceeee eee eene eene enne sonoo, LO 
130 Tho Ethics of Religion. Olifford.... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists....... n 
13" Christian Love. ©. L. James...... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper... 
140 Astro-Theology ............. eere 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher......... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticns. 
149 Age of Shams......... Lecce eene nennen 
146 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Givo Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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Wakeman. .......4. eere eee rne. 10 
15% What is the Bible? M. W. H... b 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. 5 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... . 2 
256 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 2 
259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 5 
260 Sabbath Observance, Coleman.......... 3 
161 Protestant Persecutions.................... B 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail Bennett... eee 10 
104 BibleImpeached. OChapman............... 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. . Prof Else 
[yp —Ó— 
9 Evolution: Homogergous to Heteroge- 
neons. Underwood.......... eee eee eene 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility of Sex, Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres, McCarroll...... 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Tue Presbyterians of Spokane recently sold 
their church to à man who at once started a 
saloon in the basement, and now there is seen 
a beer sign on the comer of a fine structure 
with a tall steeple on it, but the Lord sends 
no lightning to destroy it. 


Tar city council of Denison, Tex., has 
forbidden the reading of the Bible or the 
performance of any religious exercises in the 
public, schools of that city. Mr. Murray, of 
the Gazetteer of that place, is no doubt con- 
siderably to blame for this sensible and just 
action. K 


Tux ‘Bald Knobbers” of southern Mis- 
souri who created such a stir by whipping 
and killing persons whom they did not like 
hav again made their influence felt, this time 
jn the political contest for county offices. 
The name of the county that they infest is 
“ Christian.” 


A zRoENT London dispatch says: ‘‘'The 
exaction of tithes for the support of the 
established church contiuues to excite much 
opposition in Wales, and at a sale under dis- 
traint in Montgomeryshire a few days ago, 
the chief constable was struck, and the 
auctioneer repeatedly kicked bya mob. The 
sale, however, was persisted in, and the 
amount distrained for recovered.” 


AooorpDING to the New York Sun, the 
growing sentiment in the Protestantism of to- 
day ‘‘ demands the abolition of hell.” The 
Catholic Union and Times asks: '' What 
then will become of the devil; what will 
progressiv Protestantism do with him? 
Drive him into the Chautauqua swine and 
drown him in the lake. We rather think it 
is progressiv Protestantism that will be 
abolished.” i 


Tn World asks, ‘‘ How long will the anach- 
ronism and injustice continue which com- 
pel New Yorkers to violate some statute in 
order to get needed and innocent recreation 
on Sunday?” and the American Sentinel 
answers: ‘‘It will continue as long as the 
state attempts to compel people who hav not 
a religious regard for Sunday to act as 
though they had. As it stands, the law is 
utterly useless; and serves only to breed con- 
tempt for all law.” 


A pooxet telephone has been introduced 
in Berlin. The idea on which its use is based 
is that electric bells are found everywhere, 
and there is no reason why they should not 
be used for telephoning as well. The pocket 

elephone is to be connected to the bell wires 
of hotels and hospitals as well as private 
houses, and it is claimed that people will be 
able to speak to distant places by simply tak- 
ing their telephone out of their pockets as 
they would their watch. 


Tor ‘‘ Law and Order” fanatics of Cincin- 
nati seem to hav failed in their efforts to 
drive people to church. A correspondent of 
the Presbyterian Banner writes concerning 
a recent Sunday: ‘‘The concert in Eden 
park, one of a series instituted by the mayor, 
wag attended, according to the computation 
of the daily papers, by at least twenty-five 
thousand pcople. The day was passed in 
various amusements, listening to the music 
of the brass band, baseball, and general rol- 
licking.” 


Tue world over Catholics, by order of the 
pope or church, refrain from eating meat on 
Friday lest they sin. The observation of 
Friday as a day for hanging murderers by 
Protestants, and as a day of fasting by Cath- 
olics, is due to the memory or belief that 
Christ died on Friday. By order of Pope 
Leo XIII. all Catholics were given permission 
to eat meat on Friday, August 15th. With- 
out permission of the pope to thus eat meat 
is a sin; with the permission of the pope it is 
a blessing. The thoughtful man may ask 
where God comes in, but in view of the fact 
that churches rather than God are the um- 


pires as to what constitutes sin, the edicts of | guilty, and fined $5 and costs, whole amount 
popes are quite sufficient. The pope says he| $6.90. There was a man in the same neigh- 
does thus at the solicitation of the bishops of | borhood who cut wheat with & binder, on the 
many sees, who we suppose were urged on/same day, and worked the necessary hands 
by butchers. It is said that this is the result | to shock it, but there was no complaint made 
of a wager of $10,000 made in September, | Of his breaking the Sabbath. He was not a 
1888, by Phil Armour, of Chicago, that within | church-member.” 
two years from that date Catholics would bef A oogmgsPoNpENT of the Christian Register 
eating meat on Friday.—Advance Thought. | says: *' In talking witha bright English lady 
Tur Buffalo Courier tells this story: At visiting Boston, I asked her how the subject 
the gospel tent meeting on Niagara street a j of cremation was regarded in England. She 


member had just ceased speaking about a] replied with evident horror that it was ear- | 


cure of asthma. effected by prayer when a|nestly supported by many of the first physi- 


‘lank individual arose and asked for the} cians and surgeons of London, but that the 


privilege of the floor. ‘If you hav any ex-.| Church would never regard it as anything less 
perience, you may speak, brother,” said the|than sacrilege to ‘the temple of the Holy 
presiding officer. “I hav had experience. | Ghost.’ The body should be treated rever- 
My father was sick with the asthma for fif- | ently, she said; nor could I persuade her 
teen years, and he was finally brought to pray | that the solemn consigning of the body, after 
for his recovery. [Intense interest mani-|such religious services as might be desired, 
fested among hearers.) He prayed fifty|tOo the pure, rapid dissolution by heat was 
years, and [emphatically] he died of the treatment far more reverent than that now 80 
asthma.” Hysterical laughter among urchins | Common, of allowing slow and abhorrent 


on rear seats and consternation among the| decay, attended by grave dangers to the liv- 
leaders. ing, to bring about the same result. She 


closed the conversation by saying, ‘I fear the 
advancement of cremation must be left to the 
Freethinkers.’ I could not repress the thought 
that to the Freethinkers of all ages the world 
owes most of the advancement of to-day.” 


Taux Independent has been gathering statis- 
tics concerning church-membership in the 
United States; finding an aggregate of some- 
thing over twenty-one million in a population 
of sixty-three million. The Chicago Times re 
calls attention to these statistics in view of] OF the clergymen's determination to run 
the demand to close the Columbian Exhibi.|the politics of this city the Sun says: “ The 
tion on Sunday ; two in three of the popula- trouble is that the clerical politicians will 
tion not being church attendants at all, and | Produce discord in their churches fatal to true 
nearly half of the remaining third being of|religion. If the congregations are required to 
some liberal faith and holding very tolerant | &ccept their political doctrins and their polit- 
views of the use of Sunday. It says, ‘The ical leadership as they accept their religious 
attempt of the Sabbatarian to enforce his| teachings and pastoral authority, serious re- 


peculiar views on this country is the attempt | bellion is sure to ensue. There is no particu- 
of a relativly small minority to coerce a| ar political creed enforced by the standards 


mighty multitude.” of m je "t "Hedge S cn 
tion and as & qualification for membership. 
1 2 T2 ord EE beers cab Hence in every flock there are wide divisions 
and, O., last week, directs that $500 per} o¢ political opinion. Democrats, Republic- 
year be taken by his trustees for the promo- ans, mugwumps, professional reformers, 
tion of liberal religion or spiritual philosophy, | pon initionista, and political cranks of every 
or both, orin the purchase of DOORS Bud pub- variety worship at the same altar. They are 
Hossions in oe. Of She sams; ant Ls all sinners, but neither the more nor the less 
trustees shall not be responsible to anyone| .. g 
for the manner in which they shall exercise sinful, únder: their religious teachings, bé: 


t : : cause of their opinions on politics. If, then 
this discretion, *' provided, that no part of the parson ied out to saperete them into 
said funds shall he given, used, or appropri- į sheep and goats, according as they agree or 


ated for what is known as orthodox religion. | ;. ; > ae : 
Nor shall any of said funds be used for the ir i Ad uei pp seris p 
benent or support of any church or religion church into a club of his party, will the house 
in which the blasphemous and detestable | 4+ God not be turned into a synagog of Satan? 
doctrin of eternal punishment or eternal pun- The clerical politicians will introduce a new 
lishment: or, -eternal misery is encouraged, element of war into thechurch. Religion and 
taught, or promulgated. | politics will be mixed up to the damage of 
LawzENOE GRONLUND denies, but a Voice| each. If the parsons stick to the political 
reporter maintains that he did say these | business, they will hav to giv up the church; 
words in a recent interview: ‘‘I will be plain | and if they would stick to the church, they 
and say, Nationalism is a Boston ‘fad,’ and | will hav to go out of politics. Meantime the 
it will go the way of all ‘fads.’ There is, Tf great body of citizens will remain fixed in 
am sorry to day, too much Of the ‘machine’| their determination that in this republic the 


in the Nationalist movement. Two men 
practically control the present Nationalist 
club in Boston, and I fear they are using it to 
forward their own ends. That club in turn 
controls all the other Nationalist clubs in the 
country.” The Voice is à pious Prohibition 
paper. The editor adds to Mr. Gronlund's 
denial: ‘ We regret that this misunderstand- 
ing has occurred between Mr. Gronlund and 
the Voice reporter. The reporter is quite 
positiv that he was only prohibited from 
quoting some names given him by Mr. Gron- 
lund, and that the interview, as printed, is 
correct.” 


R. M. Kina, Seventh Day Adventist, 
of Dyer county, Tennessee, whose case 
for Sunday-breaking has been appealed to 
the United States court, was arrested the 
third time on the 19th of last June and 
brought before the justice court. On this 
occasion he writes: “On the 15th of 
June, I went out in the morning, and hoed 
six rows of potatoes; worked just an hour, 
and then went to hear the Methodist minister 
preach. There was a state warrant taken 
out for me the next day for Sabbath-break- 
ing, and I was arrested on the 19th, and 
taken before Squire Barker, tried, found 


separation of church and state shall be com- 
plete.” 


Tux myth of Tell and his adventures, which 
the Swiss government has ordered to be ex- 
cised from the public school-books of Swit- 
zerland, is interesting, and important at pres- 
ent, because it isa type of more generally ac- 
cepted myths that still receive the indorse- 
ment of many more powerful governments 
than that of Switzerland. We refer, says the 
San Francisco Freethought, to the God myth 
and the messianic myth. Anyone who will 
take the trouble to read the work called the 
Old Testament will find there recounted the 
marvelous exploits of a character called Je- 
hovah, whose performances are located 
farther back in antiquity and are therefore 
more remarkable, and also on a larger scale, 
than those of Tell. They are likewise corre. 
spondingly unreasonable. In the New Tes- 
tament a new hero called Christ, son of tte 
foregoing, is introduced, of whom rather less 
startling adventures are recorded, but who is 
evidently of a similar mythological character. 
References to these two personages still occur 
in the text-books used in our public schools; 
and not only that, but pupils are required to 
perform oertain incantations called prayers, 


and to chant certain prophecies called hymns, 
wherein the names of these fabulous charac- 
ters are frequently mentioned. Much abler 
and more exhaustiv research than that em- 
ployed in the Tel! myth has been used to test 
the truthfulness of the accounts relating to 
these two legendary personages; the result 
being that the intelligence of the age rejects 
them as totally imaginary. No trace of 
their actual existence is to be discovered 
after the most patient and careful investiga- 
tion. It is high time, therefore, that all gov- 
ernments maintaining & public school system 
should take a lesson from Switzerland, and 
exclude from all school-books published by . 
authority the fanciful legends drawn from the 
biblical narrativs of oriental origin. 


In Winnebago county, Illinois, near Rock- 
ford, is a sort of heavenly hog harem, oper- - 
ated by a duffer named Jake Schweinfurth, 
who has made a number of healthy women 
believe that he is the second edition of Jesus 
Christ, so they hav given him land and all 
else they had, says Brick Pomeroy. As one 
of the results of the combine, there are al- 
ready several children whoare said to be due 
to an exclusiv operation of the Holy Ghost, 
with three or four more women wandering 
around as Virgin Marys, looking for cradles 
against coming wants. Twenty-four mem- 
bers of the Mount Zion family (this combina- 
tion) hav written & letter, each saying that 
Jake is all right, and that: ‘‘ We, asa church, 
believe that Jesus of Nazareth was conceived 
by the holy spirit of God; that the Virgin 
Mary did not bear the seed of man, but that 
the new life was a direct impartation from 
God, the invisible spirit. We also believe 
that this same God still livs, and that when 
he had clothed souls in robes of virgin white, 
he blessed some of them in precisely the 
same manner in which he blessed the holy 
Virgin of yore. We, with one voice, sol- 
emnly declare before God and man, that in- 
side the church triumphant, or in this family, 
there has been no compromise of virtue and 
no traversing of the civil law of this fair 
country nor this our magnificent common- 
wealth. Itis as far from us as is vice from 
virtue, to foster or tolerate aught that is con- 
demned in our civil statutes.” Meanwhile, 
the opponents to this new Mount Zion are 
looking for tar and feathers. 

Tur Kansas City Times reports: “Judge 
W. Henry, of the circuit court, who has just 
returned from Salt Lake City, where he spent 
a week, is emphatic in his disapproval of the 
practical workings of the Edmunds bill, 
passed two or three years ago. The bill 
known 88 the Edmunds bili, because it was 
conceived and pushed through the national 
Congress by the statesman from Vermont, 
provides for disincorporating the Mormon 
church and confiscating all its property ex- 
cept houses of worship. In its workings the 
bill is arbitrary and in defiance of constitu- 
tional rights, as viewed by Judge Henry. 
** Since the passage of the bill," said he yester- 
day, '' the United States government has con- 
fiscated property belonging to the Mormon 
church amounting to $1,000,000 or more. It 
has seized the lands of the church, sold its 
farms, and even advertised its cattle for sale. 
In Salt Lake City to day the president of the 
Mormon church is renting the building in 
which he livs from the government. It is the 
president's mansion built by the church and 
confiscated by the government under the 
Edmunds bill. The property of the church 
was acquired under a charter granted by the 
territorial government of Utah and acquiesced 
in by the national government. The intent 
of the Edmunds bill was to crush and stamp 
out Mormonism, but 4s, prior to its passage, 
another bil had been passed prohibiting 
Mormonism, and it was already in effect, it 
seems to me that the passage of the latter was 
an act of oppression and injustice. The Su- 
preme Court of the United States has declared 
it constitutional, however, so the government 
may continue its confiscation of property. I 
do not believe that such a course is calculated 
to check Mormonism.” 
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Communications. 


Theism, Agnosticism, and " Atheism. 


The antagonism of these beliefs is nob so funda- 
mental as we hav been led to imagin by the attitude 
sometimes assumed toward one another. 

Notwithstanding the belligerent attitude of these 
combatants, there is one fundamental point upon 
which there is a remarkable agreemeni. 

Theism has a God behind the universe which is 
eternal, and fills immensity. Thai is, space is full of 
him, as he fills space. Agnosticism has an infinit 
universe, behind which is an infinit unknowable, 
which infinit unknowable is manifest in the infinit 
universe. This infinit unknowable is eternal—“ with- 
out father or mother, beginning of days or end of 
life." Atheism has an infinit universe, which filis. im- 
mensity. That is, infinit space is full. 
the exclusion of an infinit God, seeing that infinit 
space is full of matter, or of materisl, and hence no 
room is left for an infinit God, or an infinit unknow- 
able. 

The agreement between these several three is, that 
each and all postulate an infinit—not only an infinit, 
but infinits—an infinit universe, infinit space, and 
these infinitly full. So far, at any rate, we hav a 
fundamental agreement. There is no disagreement 
which is really fundamental. 

Theism has a boundless universe, which is full. 
Over this universe an infinit God presides. Agnosti- 
cism has the same—s universe infinitly full, ruled 
over by an infinit unknowable, as the infinit universe 
is the manifestation of that infinit unknowable, and 
hence the law in the universe by which it is to be 
interpreted is the manifestation of that infinit un- 
knowable, and hence the rules of the infinit universe 
are the infinit unknowable. Atheism has a universe 
filled with eternal matter, or material, ruled over by 
infinit or immutable law. l 

An infinit incomprehensible, an infinit unknowable, 
an infinit immutable law—take your choice. If 
words mean anything, wherein lies the fundamental 
difference? In either case, postulations arè made 
which are impossible to necessary human limitations. 
Theism and Atheism presume to differ in details, 
however, rather than in fundamentais. In fenda- 
mentals they are slike, as all these start in an impos- 
sible thought, or in a radical contradiction. Agnos- 
ticism cannot presume to différ with Theism ration- 
ally. It declares that the infinit unknowable, or in- 
finit cause, is unthinkable, is incomprehensible. All 
agree that these infinits are incomprehensible, are 
unknowsble, are eternal. How, then, in the name of 
reason, we ask, can a God incomprehensible, a God 
infinit, be, when an infinit number of material objects, 
not God, fill space? Mind implies limit. We hav 
no other knowledge of mind. Wherein lies the dif- 
ference—for a limited mind to postulate an infinit, 
or an infinit unknowable, or postulate an infinit num- 
ber of material objects (or, if you choose, immaterial 
objects) which fill infinit space? How does it come 
to pass that a limited mind ean think infinit numbers 
and infinit space, and af the same time be incompe- 
tent to think infinit God, or an infinib unknowable ? 
And then it may be asked, by what kind of metamor- 
phism does it come to pass that an infinit number 
which is made up of units is not divisible? And if 
it is, how is ib infinit? And then again, how does it 
come to pass that infinit space is full? If it is full, 
what disposition has been made of its infinitude? 
But a promis of relief comes from the side of Theism. 
The incomprehensible God brings relief, for he has 
in the fullness of time spoken in tne terms of revels- 
tion, and this ig the reason why Theism ean tell ug 
so much about the incomprehensible. It might, 
however, be well to suggest, Is it possible for a rev- 
elation of an infinit to come as infinit, only as it comes 
in the terms of the infinit? And if not, how cana 
revelation coming in such terms eouvey any idea to 
limitation, seeing that the infinit (whatever that ig) 
has no meaning for the finite? But if this infinit 
God reveals himself in the terms of human limita- 
tion, how then has it any more authority than the 
human? Hence a revelation from the incomprehen- 
sible God is impossible. That one incomprehensible 
might communicate with another incomprehensible, 
ig as likely to be true as false, seeing that we are en- 
tirely ignorant as to the meaning of such a term. 
An ivfinit God might make himself known to another 
infinit God, but certainly not to a finite being. And 
when the Agnostic postulates “the infinit unknow- 
able” he certainly ought to- be profoundly amazed if 
he would simply inquire how it came to pass thet 
* the infinit unknowable” made itself known to limit- 
ation, sesing that it is the unknoweble. Its revela- 
tion must hav been in the terms of the unknowable. 
Then we ask, how did it transpire that limitation þe- 
came advised as to the meaning of the terms of the 
infinit unknowable? Agnosticism to be rational 
must bring itself within the sphere of the unknown, 
aud not the unknowable, the meaningless, infinit 

unknowable. When the Agnostic says, I do not 
know, I cannot affirm or deny, this is all true—but 
it is not true when he postulates the infinit unknow- 


And hence. 


able, because he affirms what he denies. It is as 
irrational to say that there is a God as to say there 
is no God. If it is irrational to say that there is a 
God, it cannot be irrational to deny an irrational 
proposition. If, then, it is irrational to ssy that 
there is a God, certainly it is not irrational to say 
that there is no God, surely so when the statement 
stands as a denial of the proposition that there is a 
God. Beyond this the question of rationality or 
irrationality does not arise at all, simply because the 
object, hypothetically or otherwise, is not an object 
of thought, and hence neither affirmations or nega- 
tions are admissible. It is not a question of ration- 
ality or irrationality, but a question simply of limita- 
tion. To affirm that there is, or is not, an object of 
thought beyond one’s limits, is neither raticnal nor 
irrational. It is not in the province of thought at 
all. Neither affirmation nor negation is possible to 
thought when they relate to that which is not an ob- 
ject of thought. This is precisely the relation which 
Agnosticism presents to us. Its object of thought 
does not admit of either affirmation or negation. 
Agnosticism does not permit us to entertain any 
opinion of the unknowable which it postulates, either 
good, bad, or indifferent. This renders the idea of 
the object absurd in itself. Objects of thought can 
only come to consciousness under difference. But if 
this is not possible, then the postulation of an infinit 
unknowable is beyond all doubt the essence of all 
contradiction. To say, The incomprehensible, the 
infinit unknowable, does not involve the question of 
rationality or irrationality, but a went of data for 
either affirmation or negation. That which does not 
come within the range of human possibilities is 
neither rational nor irrational, and it admits of no 
speech, seeing that there are no data for speech. If 
it is a necessity of thought which compels us to post- 
ulate the unknowable, is it not equally a necossity 
of thought to know how we can make that postula- 
tion? When we are compelled to reason under the 
shadow of the incomprehensible and the unknowable, 
cur reasoning must be worthless. If there is an 
infinit unknowable, all speculation about it is use- 
less. If there is something in the universe, or out 
of it, which is impossible to representation in the 
terms of quality and quantity, ii must remain unex- 
pressed. That is, we in our limitation hav no terms 
in which to express it, hence it is impossible for it to 
hay any datum in consciousness. Of course we are 
forced to the implication that if any such thing 
does exist, without quantity aud quality, and hence 
inexpressible in the terms of limitation, it must be 
that which is called infinit space and infinit duration. 
But we cannot concede the truth of this implication, 
for these terms mean nothing to rational thought. 
That is, as I view it, we hav no idea of space only in 
the terms of limitation. Terms not measured by 
our capacity, or limitation, are necessarily meanirg- 
less to us. The distance between here and the sun 
is a part of space; the only term by which any megn- 
ing of it is poasible and by which alone we can think 
and talk of it are the terms of part or parts, with, of 
necessity, the implication of & whole, as all wholes 
are made up of parts, and hence limited. It is trve 
that our limitation compels us to think of it in this 
way, and it is no less true that our limitation com- 
pels us to think of if without the possibility of fix- 
ing limits to it, but this differs widely from ihe 
statement that space is infinit, for this is to place 
r beyond any form of speech or thought possible 
O us. 

The other supposed implication is that of duration. 
This, like the ferm infinit space, has no meaning. 
That is, it has no meaning in terms which represent 
anything in eonsciousness. We only think of time 
or duration in the terms of part or parts, always in 
ihe terms of limitation. Infinit parts or numbers 
convey no meaning. Numbers are divisible, the 
same as isspace. Jf this is possible of space or dura- 
tion, then they only mean limitation to us, as we hav 
no way to invent a term beyond our limits. We can 
not think or talk out of ourselvs. To divide an ob- 
jeet into equal parts or unequal parts, to these the 
terms apply. Equal, unequal, more or less, are forms 
of speech such as come within the limited, such as 
we are. These supposed somethings which hav no 
terms of representation, yet are named infinit God, 
the infinit unknowable, the infinit force, the infinit 
energy—if they mean anything that is knowable, or 
unknown, then we can readily fall into line. But 
when we are informed that this something, or it, is 
the unknowable, and yet it is, we hav one fact about 
this unknowable that is positiv—it exists, it is not a 
nonentity. And in the second place we are informed 
that this i? is the incomprehensible, infinit God— 
this it is the infinit unknowable, infinit energy, infinit 
force. It might appropriately be asked, How is it 
possible to plead pure ignorance in view of so many 
affirmations? But a very important question arises 
here, How is it poseible for a human being to take in 
the thought of such an existence, when he is assured 
that his thoughts are in no way representativ of this 
something? Whatever the thought is of that some- 
thing, or the unknowable, it in no way bears any ré- 
lation that is truthful as to what it is. If cur 
thoughts of this unknowable are in no way truthful 


as to that unknowable, how was the fact discovered 
that an opinion, or a thought, agrees, or disagrees, 
with the object of that thought? It certainly must 
be necessary to know something about the object of 
that thought, ignorance of which must necessarily 
cloge our lips. ` 

It is evident that we can say, the unknown, the 
known, and the knowable, but that there is an infinit 
God, the infinit unknowable, is the hight of contra- 
diction. It affirms in one breath what it denies in 
another. That Jupiter is inhabited, I know not. If 
it is, I am not advised as to the nature and character 
of its inhabitants. But I can conceive of conditions 
which would settle this matter st once. But if it is 
maintained that, whether Jupiter is inhabited or not, 
it is unknowable, that at once forever settles the 
question, and no attempt would or could ever be 
made to learn anything about Jupiter. It is unknow- 
able. That is final. Thus we cannot conceive of 
conditions that would giv us any light upon, the 
question. The ultimatum iè contained in the fact 
that it is unknowable. That fact cuts off all inquiry. 
We are pari of a universe of which we can say that 
it is known in part and in part unknown, but by no 
power of speech or thought can it be said that it is 
unknowable. I cannot with rational consistency say 
that the universe is unknowable. We oan say that it 
is knowable in the presence of conceivable conditions, 
but to say that it is unknowable is not in the provinca 
of human speech. But if the universe is a phenom- 
enon only and behind it is an infinit God, the un- 
knowable, and if no explanation of phenomena is pos- 
sible without this noumenon, or infinit God, or 
unknowable, then we stand committed to an infinit 
series, whatever that is, and behind this infinit God 
or unknowable there must be in the nature of this 
reasoning another infinit God or unknowable—which 
is self-contradictory. Weare a part of this universe, 
and need not be hoodwinked by an assumption which 
does violence to our rational nature. This universe 
is knowable, and our constant increasing knowledge 
of it is in demonstration of this fact. Time and op- 
portunity are the conditions, and these conditions 
are constantly lessening the unknown and increasing 
the known, and this in proportion to the forced re- 
tirement of the infinit, or the unknowable, and the 
supernatural. When they are out of the way our 
progress will be greatly accelerated. The displace- 
ment of these scarecrows of superstition has ever 
been the measure of human progress. If we are 
willing to take the universe as it is and study it in 
the light of our limitation, seeing that no one can 
think higher than his highest thoughts, we will be 
relieved from the cruel monster named the unknow- 
able, or incomprehensible. 

The learned and the unlearned unite in one thing, 
and that is in tracing religion to this source, the 
unknowable. That fact alone is enough for an out- 
raged universe to vacate the throne from whose 
occupant this unmitigated curse of the centuries 
comes, religion. 

Had Ia clear conception of the infinit and of an 
infinit series I then might be competent to express 
myself in the terms which are now too much for my 
limitation. I cannot aspire to the dignity of such a 
conception, for even if I should hav such a concep- 
tion I fear it would crush my limitation. I must be 
content to stand by the side of the old Greek Agnos- 
tic and plead ignorance, confessing, on bended 
knees if need be, that I do not know. Theism, not- 
withstanding it is logically committed to the infinit 
incomprehensible, the unknowable, yet practically 
forces upon itself inevitable destruction in its attempt 
to practicalize the incomprehensible. It commits 
suicide. It divides itself in the claim which it com- 
pels itself to make—that this incomprehensible is 
known in part. This implies necessarily discrimina- 
tion between parts. The part known or compre- 
hended must be seen in its relation to the part or 
parts not known or comprehended, in order to 
discriminate. The inspired penman in dividing the 
incomprehensible was made acquainted with the 
hind part of the incomprehensible—this, in fact, was 
a necessity, a8 inferable from the same inspiration 
which declares that no one can see the face of the 
incomprehensible and liv. An expert in anatomy and 
physiology might determin from any one part geen 
or known the nature, character, and proportions of 
the parts unseen or unknown; but the result of such 
an experiment, if successful, would solve the prob- 
lem, and the incomprehensible would disappear—as 
this implies the fitting of part to its allied part, 
which would consummate the structure, and thus 
bring it within the line of the limited, ascertained 
quantity. 

We may safely conclude that all prognostieations 
beyond the limited are doomed. All attempts to 
bridge the gulf from the finite to the something 
supposed beyond hav ever been written in the terms 
of futures. Theism cannot sffirm an infinit God 
(whatever that is); Atheism cannot deny. It can 
deny what Theism affirms, but it cannot deny what 
Theism cannot affirm. Limitations deny affirmation 
and negation alike, when reference is made to that 
which is not limited. A logic which rigorously looks 
us up within the environments that sare limited, if 
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fully cm S LIEU a IE I would, no doubt, hav a decided bene- 
ficial effect. It is easy to say, infinit God, infinit 
apace, eternity, the infinit unknowable, but when 
any attempt is made to satisfy inquiry as to the 
meaning of these words limitation must be called in, 
and then contradictions of the terms are rendered 
necessary. Let no one imagin that in my pleadings 
of i ignorance I commit in thought or word anyone to 
my ignorance; when I say impossible to thoughts, 
not rational, it only means, fo me. 

We hav suggested that the universe is knowable. 
I imsgin that this suggestion is not utterly void of 
probability, as it may seem on first thought. At any 
rate, we are safe in saying that it has vastly greater 
credibility than the opposit hypothesis, which pro- 
claims it unknowable. It is true that the Agnostic 
does not claim thet the universe is the unknowable, 
put that the universe is the mavifestation of the un 
knowable. I see no way by which discrimination 
can be had so as to separate phenomena from their 
substratum. A relation certainly must exist between 
the unknowable and the phenomenal! universe which 
is its manifestation. The manifestations of the un- 
knowable muat of necessity partake of the nature of 
the unknowable, whose child it is. And this is no 
doubt the reason why Mr. Spencer says that “ we know 
nothing in its ultimate essence.” So I would be 
allowed to say that Agnosticiam postulates the un- 
knowability of the univer-e. That the universe is 
knowable, is the reasonable, rational hypothesis. 
When we say that the universe is knowable we state 
that which no one can dispute; while in the state- 
ment that the universe ia unknowable we only state 
that which no one knows, and if the statement is true 
the postulation is false—for to know that the universe 
is unknowable is to know something about it, which 
is a contradiction. 

How has it ever been discovered that there is the 
unknowable, that this is the unknowable universe, 
before discrimination has taken place? Both the 
known and the unknowable must be know», as the 
basis of discr mination, without which how are dis- 
Griminativ lines to be drawn between the known and 
the unknowable? Discrimination will show on which 
side of the line these objects of thought are classed. 
These objects of thought sre designated thus. On 
this side of the line is the knowable, on the other 
side the unknowable. And thus the character of 
each is settled, settled by an aet cf discrimination. 
But how could this act be performed unless both were 
known? To affirm the known, in distinction from the 
unknowable, involves a necessary knowledge of them 
both. Then what becomes of the infinit unknowable? 
We say that the universe is knowable, through the 
knowledge which has been attained of the universe 
and the constant increase of that knowledge. We 
add to these facts that we can think possible condi- 
tions which render the universe knowable. Such 
knowledge with concsivable conditions renders a 
knowledge of the universe conceivable. In dealing 
with the universe we hav as objects of thought mat- 
ter, motion, and their relations. We cannot think of 
matter and motion without their relations. Matter 

is inconceivable without space and time relations. 
We cannot think of the beginning of matter, moticn, 
or time relations. Hence we cannot conceive begin- 
ning or end to spase, time, ‘or duration. All of these 
things which we cannot conceive only show our lim- 
itations, under the environments in which we are com- 
pelled io do our thinking. But be it remembered, 
there is no analogy between these statements of ours, 
as to these objects of thought,and the statement 
which places them under the protection of the un- 
knowable. To say that matter never had a begin- 
ning, and will never hav an end, differs widely from 
the saying that I cannot conceive the beginning of 
matter, nor can I conceive its end. That there is an 
eternity past and an eternity to come, differs also 
widaly from the saying I cannot conceive the begin- 
ning of time nor can I conceive its end. To say that 
there is an infinit unknowable, is quite unlike the 
saying that I do not know. Science has no ultima- 
tum. Tho theory which I oppose is final. It is in- 
fallible. Ii has an ultimatum in the person of the 
infinit unknowable. 

At the ssme time, we aro compelled to the conclu- 
sion that the universe to which we balong, and 
of which we are a part, is, as we hav said, knowabie. 
If we are a part of it, then is it possible for all of the 
parts to be known, in the presence of suitable envi- 
ronments. That such environments will come I do 
not kaow. But if the universe is made up of parts, 
then by a logical necessity the infinit unknowable 
is excluded. Such an entity, or nonentity, can hav 
no place in an universe made up of increments, for 
that would be to establish a relation between the in- 
finit unknowable and limitations, which is fatal. 

‘We are gradually conquering the infinit unknow- 
able. 
in securing the mission of man on this globe. That 
time and opportunity will be forthooming, I cannot 
say. But whether they are, or not, in no way oan it 


become legitimate for creatures, limited as we are, to. 


affirm the infinit unknowable or deny it. In either 
case we hazard mental suicide. We are informed by 
an Agnostic, somewhat prominent, to-the following 


Time and opportunity are the needed factors. 
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effect. He says: “The known, including the un- 
known, and the unknowable, constitute together our 
sole environment. Such a consciousness, such an 
acknowledgment of the unknowable, is upon the face 
of it part of the scheme and plan of life.” This is 
remarkable indeed, if it is true. “The unknowable’ 
is a part of the scheme and plan of life.” Hence the 
unknowable is immediately brought directly into the 
scheme and plan of life—not quite 80 formidable as 
we hav been led to suppose and believe. This infinit 
unknowable. is right here in the scheme and plan of 
life. I do not see, according to this, why the Agnos- 
tie of this stripe is not as well provided for as is the 
Onristian. His God enters into the scheme and 
plan of life. The Aguostic’s does the same. And 
hence the logical implication is, that intercession 
with the unknowable may modify or change the 
plen of life. But the question might arise, how does 
if happen that this author has found out the fact that 
the unknowable is in the “ scheme and plan of life?" 
This seems flippant, to talk in this familier way with 
the infinit unknowable—as presumptuous as are the 
Christians. How does the author know that the 
infinit unknowsble sustains any such. relation as he 
suggests? If he knows nothing about the unknow- 
able how is it possible for him to imagin the existence 
of a relation between the unknowable and human be- 
ings? This author doesnot leave us here. Hessys: 
“OF the hidien meaning of the unknowable wa know 
nothing." The implication is, that we do kaow 
something of the unhidden mearing of the unknow- 
able. So the unknowable, like the God of Moses, i is 
divided—a part is hidden and another part ia ushid- 
den. Bat how are we to know which is which unless 
we hav à chance to compare them? This writer 
emphasizes the above quotation. He says: “We 
shall only sot falsely if we deny its hidden meaning.” 
That is, if we deny the hidden meaning of the 
unknowable. This author must know what the hid- 
den meaning of the unknowable is. If he does not, 
how has he become so well posted about it? It may 
be that he is the Moses of this new God and has had 
a revelation from him, and this accounts for his won- 
derful ‘unknowable illumination. The following 
sounds a little popish, a slumbering hint of thumb- 
screw: “ We shall act falsely if we deny this hidden- 
meaning.” If we donot think as this author does we 
are heretics, we are “false.” If this is the charity of 
Agnosticism, if between Ohristianity and Agnos- 
ticism our choice lies, we had better take to the woods. 
But this is not the whole of our Agnostio’s infallible 
dictum. He says: “Only by an outrage of our 
highest and deepest feelings can such a denial be 
uttered.” ‘This “certainly givs unbelievers on the 
Agnostic anxious seat -no better chance than Theism 
grants to unbelief. It is very modest in this author 
to charge those who do not take kindly to bie dictum 
with outrage and falsehood. But we do not see why 
we should expect any different treatment from a 
priest of Agnosticism than we would from a priest of 
the Christian religion, seeing that they both sre in 
the same boat. They both hav the unknowable, 
the incomprehensible. 

Doubtless we are expecting too much of that kind 
of Agnosticism which postulates the infinit unknow- 
able when we look for toleration, for in the last analy- 
sis i$ cannot giv it. It is compelled to make every- 
thing bend to the unknowable. There are wide 
differences represented between Theism and Agnos- 
tisism only by the foree of illegitimate ressoning. In 
all that is fundamental, logically determined, they 
are alike. It is true that Theism offers solace to ita. 
devotees which Agnosticism cannot, but this differ- 
ence is only reached by false reasoning. This fact 
of solace to its devotees is only on account of the 
fect that the unknowable of Theism has done what 
the unknowable of Agnosticism has not done—made 
a revelation in a book which reveals its unknowable- 
ness in part. This ought to furnish Agnostios with 
a hint to go and do likewise. This it would do if it 
WAS as considerate of the immaterialistic and spirit- 
ualistio Agnostic as Theism is of its devotees. - If 
it would some out with a flaming revelation from the 
unknowable it could gain devotees at the Obristian 
shrine. But according to our author, we are not left 
in the dark. The following, though quoted by the 
author from one of his orities, his comment thereon, 
legitimates our hope that the author does not leave 
us in $he dark: “A wholly unknowable object of 
Agnostic contemplation will never, we ave sure, help 
to make men, women, and children good." "This is 
what our author quotes. ` Upon which he says: “It 
is soarcely logical, we think, to libel that which is 

unknowable as inoperativ for good." The implica- 
tion is, that the unkrowable is operativ for good. 
If it is a libel upon the unknowable, or if it is noi, 
how does this author know? I cannot imagin how 
the author gets his information, unless he gets it 
as did Moses. How can he say, or not say, what is 
alibsl upon tha capacity of the unknowable unless 
he hes been advised as to the unknowable’s capacity ? 
And if he has been advised then the unknowableness of 
the unkvowable has been compromised? This qua 
givs us another sentence which throws light upon 
this unthinkable and unknowable subject. He Baye: 
“Thus i£ is that modern thinking men, accustomed 


to half truth alone, cannot readily comprehend a 
consistent and connected whole, even when offered 
them in all honesty.” This sounds weil on paper, 
coming from an Agnostic pope. We might say to 
this tolerant author that it is not a question of hon- 
esty or dishonesty, but a question of truth, with 
modern thinking men. You giv those modern think- 
ibg men the truth and you will find them willing to 
take it. But these men are unwilling to swear by 
the infinit unknowable, seeing that they know as 
much, and as little, about the infinit unknowable as 
thə biggest apostle of this unknowable God. These 
modera thinking men are not able to see how a cer- 
tain few hav been able to discover the inscrutable, 
the unthinkable, the undiscoverable, the unknowable, 
and talk sbout "them 8O fiuenily, and then say that 
“these modern thinking men cannot readily com- 
prehend a consistent and connected whole.” 

But the following from our author is worthy of a 
place in historical literature: ‘‘Others go farther, 
and contend that, beyond our knowledge and limit of 
possible knowledge, nothing is. It is well 
to be frank, but not too frank; so other thinkers, 
more . cautious, ae effactually limited this latter 
statement by addiag to it with parenthesis a very 
feminin posteript, and saying that in the above cir- 
cumstances nothing is (to us). In reality this sav- 
ing clause (to us) has & very considerable meaning, . 
one which is exclusiv 28 well as inclusiv. Although 
everything within the circle of our present or pos- 
sibla knowledge is in a sense (to us), ib is that which 
is in itself and yet is not (to us) which contains the 


riddie. It is that which is in itself and yet 
is not (to us)" Who made the discovery? How, 
when, and in what place was it made? “That which 


is in itself and not to us.” How did it get out of 
itself so that our author found i£? And if he found 
it then it must be to him (tous) This is an Agnostic 
riddle. It is not lawful to say that a statement ig 
not true to me, but it is quite Agnostic to say it is 
that which is in itself and yet is “not to me that is 
true. It is quite lawful to say, the infinit unknow- 
able, and then talk flippantly about him, she, or it. 
This is logical. But it is a very feminin postoript 
to Bay that to us it is not true. To postulate an un- 
knowable is unreasonable to me (feminin post- 
soript), because it conveys no ides, and if ib should 
suggest one, I am assured that the idea, whatever it 
might be, would be falee. We can, with the utmost 
confidence in the light of present researches, postu- 
late a knowable universe. This is in harmony with 
all modern achievements, fortified by all scientific dis- 
coveries. 

The ceaseless struggle which is now going on, in 
reading the lessons of the universe which are being 
constantly presented to all modern investigators, 
is full of hope. And then when we remember the 
encouragemenis which come as the result of these 
readings and achievements, we sro still fortified in 
the hope that the Agnostic riddle will be solved. 
Every day research comes burdened with knowledge 
which enriches the human mind and human history. 
All tenda to emphasize the important fact that knowl- 

edge is increasing. The universe is giving up its 
secrets to the intelligent being whom it has evolved, 
and thusit will continue to do as long as environ- 
ments are suitable for man’s growth and improve- 
ment. Giv him time and opportunity and he is des- 
tined to read the problems and enigmas of the 
universe. That he will hav the time and opportunity 
to accomplish these ends, is not a hope which admits 
of indulgence; it is more than the wildest optimist 
could hope for. But it is not because the universe 
is unknowable, or that there is an infinit unknow- 
able behind it or within it, but simply because time 
and opportunity are not likely to lend their aid. 

And yet the infinit unknowable isa myth. Why 
lumber up buman speech with such absurd inven- 
tions? Why not allow us to uso words which are 
the representations of ideas? When Thsism formu- 
lated its incomprehensible, its infiuit God, it commit- 
ted treason against truth and humsn nature—as well 
as all of its boasted revelation in sacred . books, as in 
incarnate gode it sought recognition at the expense 
of what it bad formulated under the name incompre- 
hensible. Theism has a plan, a scheme, notwith- 
standing its treason. It should hav left its incom- 
prehensible where Agnosticism has left its unknow- 
able. Bui now it stands charged and convicted with 
cruel divine despotism, and it has stood with drawn 
sword ueross every road leading to man’s ahosen eden. 

It has made an intellectual pauper of him through 
the ages. In filth and degradation, in prisons and 
in dungeons, in dens of wild beasts and at the stake, 
has he been compelled, with the curse of the gods 
upon him, to entaii his misery upon innocent poster- 
ity. Soit may be said, that the incomprehensible 
has forced the race io bear all of this cruelty and 
torture on bended knee, and thus to w:ep the dread- 
ful centuries away. And new, 8s soon as the dawn 
of day has been ushered in, as the result of human 
research, which has a promis of human emancipa- 

tion from fhe incomprehensible, from the supernat- 
ural—no sooner has this blessed day dawned upon 
| human hope than a new god comes to light, not in 
| rovelations written on stone by the fingers of God, 
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but as the infinit unknowable. It is true that this | battle -for religion as a neosssity in man’s social 


infinit unknowable god does not propose to slaugh- 
ter those who do not worship him, in this unlike the 
old Gods. And unlike them in another respect, he 
bas no promis to cfter. He tells not of a promised 


redeemer—not of a savior to save the world. He 


offars no hundredfold in this life, nor does he sa 


“In my father's house are many mansions.” d 
does not say, “Call upon me in the day of trouble 
No, no! he only says, the 
Perhaps this new god 
is not inclined to make promises, as other gods hav 
done before him. No, this new god only spesks in 
“Tall it to your 
children and your children's children forever, that 


and I will answer thee." 
inserutable, the unknowable. 


the terms of the unknowable: 


Y am that I am, the infinit unknowable.” 


OF what use this new god is to the race, is not 


mentioned. No one scems to be well advised as to 
what he will do. He makes but one revelation, and 
that is the unknowable. Those who believe in him 
claim that they are Agnostic. I am of the opinion 
that the great majority of the Agnostics worship 
not at the shrine of the unknowable. They say, not, 
“the unknowable,” but they say, “I do not know." 
The unknowable means nothing to them. They 
frankly say, “Ido not know.” They will stand by 
that, and cherish the hope that the time is not in 
-the remote future when the rational and thoughtful 
class of modern thinkers will discard entirely their 
new god called the unknowable and abide in the 
daylight of the clearly expressed thought. I do not 
know. 

As I hav said, I am ready to recogniza the truth of 
Agnosticism when it stavds for the unknown, but 
not for the unknowable. When it is made to do 
that kind of duty, it musi cf necessity be written in 
the terms of contradiction. It professedly rests upon 
anegation. It starts with a negation. It starts 
with a negativ, and then it turns directly around and 
says affirmativly, there is an infinit unknowable. 
It never stops to inform inquiry how the unknow- 
able was discovered. It is as positiv as theism and 
pleads the same kind of ignorance. Only the un- 
knowable of theism comes into human life and know!- 
edge through a revelation on the part of the infinit 
incomprehensible god. Itis the Agnostic’sinfinit uv- 
knowable, with the addition of revelation, without 
which the object of theistic belief is the veritable un- 
knowable. But when Agnosticism is allowed to re- 
main on the pleadings cf ignorance, it stands for all 
that the intellectual, scientific, and social nature of 
man demands. 

It is no’ a very difficult mstter to understand the 
nature of the pleadings and the philosophy which in- 
troduced into Agnosticism the infinit unknowable. 
` It is assumed by Mr. Spencer snd others that the nat- 
ure of man necessarily implies religion. The word 
religion is considered essential in the life of the race. 
There I think the fundamental difficulty lies. The 
religious nature of msn, so called, is fundamental in 
the life of the race—so long as this false claim 


humanity after it? 
gests is the defilement and degradation of that hu- 
manity. Religion admits of no redemption. 
extinction, with a proclamation which prohibits its 
resurrection, is its only desert. 
which are competent to do service in all of the vary- 
ing conditions of social lifs without the use of that 
word, which I would be glad never to speak again or 
heer pronounced. There are no relations conceiva- 
ble among human beings which demand the use o! 
ideas which cannot be fully stated without the use 
of this convict, criminal word which inspires the 
bloody deeds of Christianity. 
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make-up. I cannot well imagin anything more ab- 
surd than that seeming felt need fcr some kind of 
religion. Though its origin is well known, known 


to be the cuteome of a false reading of the phenom- 


ena which surrounded primitiv man, then to hav it 
invested with a sacredness is only to be seen aga 
necessary outcome of the infinit unknowable. It 
skipped the gulf into which it should hav fallen with a 
fat eartb, and a thousand other interpretations of 
primitiv man. If religion came as the result of a 
false reading of nature, why in the name of decency 
should it be allowed dominion when a correct read- 
ing under tke light of science has been made? The 
unknowable is responsible for the continuance of 
this tendency. If weare in need of a term to express 
the social feelings and the relaiions of human beings, 
do not let us force ourselvs by an assumed poverty of 
words to continue the use cf a word which stands 
for all cf the villainies of the centuries, a word which 
pilots the murderer from the scaffold through the 
dark valley of death to Abraham’s bosom and sends 
Bruno and millions of other worthies to the stake 
and an endless hell in another life Wby wrap the 
b!ocdy skirts of religion around the social life of 
Civilized men, women, and children? Why try by 
modern science to wash off stains from its bloody 
Rogers? Why defile the lips and life of innocent 
babyhood by learning it to lisp this foul word? 
Does it make this word, which is the synonym of all 
deformity and depravity—does it mske this word, 
which in the light of its kistory ehculd never pass 
the lips of decency, any more fit for duty by placing 
All that such association sug 
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by this conflict. Why, in the light of its history, it 
should be at this age allowed to thrust its unsavory 
face into modera civilization, is only understood by 
skipping over an essential part in its evolution. In 
this age, the drift of thought among those most com- 
petent to render an opinion upon the origin of relig- 
ion, points to a belief in a ghost life after death, or 
a belief in the survival of the so-called soul of the 
dead. Mr. Spencer and many other prominent 
thinkers hav shown how this belief came. No doubt 
the genesis of this belief came as these eminent men 
- hav stated. But the wonder is that, while these men 
pee so Clearly how this belief was evolved in the pros- 
ess of evolution, they hav not sought out the essen- 
tial part overlooked in this evolution. While there 
is no doubt as to the truth which evolved this belief, 
it is no less true that it was not founded in fact. 
These men are ready to admit that this was a neces- 
sity on the part of primitiv man, in his ignorance, to 
attempt to furnish an explanation of phenomena, 
which suggested the theory which gave religion an 
existence. Ifa false explanation of phenomena (and 
in fact, any other was impossible) which was em- 
braced by primitiv man introduced religion into the 
world, what right has it to & continued existence? 
What right has it to a venerable existence, seeing 
that it is the child of falsehood? Why discard one, 
and cherish the other as a fundamental truth? 
When in the progress of the race science was gained 
and the true interpretation of phenomena was ren- 
dered by science, why hold on to that interpretation 
which was given in the infancy of the race, when it 
is impossible that it should be otherwise than false? 
Why take its interpretation of religion? If modern 
seiencs can demonstrate that the primitiv reading of 
man and his destiny was correct, then modern 
science can go on and do battle for the same—do 
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The Fourteenth Annual Congress of the Ameri- 


can Secular Union has been appointed by the board 
of directors to meet at Portsmouth, O., on Friday 
evening, Ostober 31. 1890, and to continue its 
sessions on the Saturday and Sunday following. 


The meetings will be held in the Grand Opera 


House, corner of Sixth and Oourt streets, and the 
orchestra of the establishment has been engeged for 
the occasion. 


poset reduction in railroad, steamboat, and hotel 
ares, 


Due notice will be given of the pro- 


Portsmouth is situated on the Ohio river, one 


hundred miles east of Cincinnati, and one hundred 


miles south of Columbus, and has extensiv and oon- 


venient railway conneotions with the whole country. 


It i8 a port of foreign entry, and is distinguished for 
its numerous and magnificent manufactories. It has 
a population exceeding fifteen thousand, has twenty 
churches, the Ohio Military Academy, and a splendid 
system of graded schools. The Ohio valley fair ie 
held there annually; and several English and Ger- 
Te pepers, daily and weekly, are published in the 
city. 

The members and friends of the American Secular 
Union are sure of a hearty welcome, not only from 
our enterprising local auxiliary, but also from the 
citizens at large. 

Tha object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on 
what is commonly known as the Nine Demands of 


Secularism, we propose to emphasize the following 
at the coming Oongress: . 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
eommon with other property. 

9. The total discontinuance of religious instruc- 
tion and worship in the publie schools, and especially 
the reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather than an economic one, justified by physiolog- 
ical and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the pub- 
lic funds for educatioral and charitable institutions 
of a sectarian character. . 

The American Seeular Union is strictly ungeotarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and polities, but 
will use any and all honorable means to secure its, 
objects as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons, of whatever faith, to its member- 
ship, on the basis of * no union of church and state." 
The. word “secular” is here used in the broadest 
sense, a8 applied to the etate, and not to any system 
of religion or pbilosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkera, Spiritualists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, progressiv 
Jews, and libera! Christians, and, laying aside cur 
peculiar views on religious questions, unite as Amer- 
ican citizens on the one broad platform of no union 
of church snd state, and the complete administration 
of our secular government on purely secular prin- 
ciples. 

The National Reform Aseociation, having for its 
object the establishment of Obristianity aa the relig- 
ion of the state by conetitutional enactment; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and puritanic 
Sabbsth on our free citizeng; the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platform and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through their 
ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemption of 
church property from just taxation, as well as the 
appropriation of public money for religious schools 
and other sectarian institutions; all these, and many 
others which might be mentioned, are imperiling our 
constitutional liberties. Every true Liberal and 
patriot, whether man or woman, should feel called 
upon to sid in organizing an effectiv opposition to 
these nefarious schemes. 

Due notice will be given cf the selection of emi- 
nent speakers from all portions of the United States 
and Canada, and a free platform will be given to all 
persons who may hav a word to say for pure state 
secularization. Al), without exception, are welcome 
to this Congress in the wide-awake little city in the 
valley of the beautiful Okio. 

R. B. Westsroox, President. 

Attest: Ina O. Cnaprocx, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 1, 1890. 

ea a a 
How Shalt We Do? : 

To tae Eprror or Tux TnurH S£rxxn, Sir: The 
lecturers, to whom the Secular Union made its 
appeal, might utilize their traveling for the benefit of 
the Union, for the benefit of all Liberal journals, and 
for their own benefit, not least because last men- 
tionad. Professions of unselfish devotion to a cause 
are chesp and easily made. There may be cases 
where such devotion exists, and which leaves the in- 
dividual self entirely out of the question, but they 
are extremely rare. Profuse professions of such 
loyalty will be accepted with suspicion. Gen- 
uin unselfishness does not blow its own trumpet. 

There is no more reason, in this age of the world, 
why a lecturer should remain on the ragged edge of 
poverty than why a lawyer should. No one should 
expaot a lecturer to so love the cause he champions 
that he will cheerfully forego all of the luxuries and 
some of the necessaries of life. If the members of 
the Liberal army in private life did nothing to acou- 
mulate wealth, there would be more show of reason 
in demanding that lecturers hold themselvs in readi- 
ness to be devoured daily for the sake of the cause. 
The mass of Liberals do not expsct any such thing. 
There is nothing in Liberalism requiring anybody to 
cultivate poverty. There should be cooperation all 
round. The offisers of the Secular Union employ 
no euch cant as that lecturers should offer themeelvs 
gs living sacrifices on the altar of Liberalism. On 
the contrary, they address them in a common- 
sense, straighiforward, business fashion, for which. 
they deserve our esteem. They are not like the. 
hypocritical church which commends poverty and 
strives to obtain millions of weslih upon which it re- 
fuses to pay a cent of texes. No, the officers of the 
Union address us as workers in the field, advocates. 
of the best principles, the most common-sense teach- 
ings, the world ever heard. The cfficers of the Secu- 
lar Union, as business people, in business language, 
want cooperation that will be “a gain to the cause 
and to you individually; “a regular series of ap- 
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pointments ;" “more dollars in his pocket at the end 
of the year ;” “a more systematic advertising of the 
cause ;” arousing the people to a “sense of their 
wrongs ;" and a solid organization of Liberals. 

All this means work, and a great deal of it; but 
we should not be dismayed at this, for it is exactly 
what some of us hav been used to for the past 
twenty-five years and more. If the activ Liberals of 
the country will ecóperate, if even fifty thousand of 
them will do something in this line, we can hav this 
solid organization. To begin with: 

1. Why cannot each Liberal send the officers of 
the Union $1, not next year, but now, this week? 

2 Why should not all earnest Liberals ecóperate 
immediately? Why delay? Why read this and 
admit its truth, and then do nothing ? 

3. Why should not every lecturer take sample 
copies of all our publications, and go from house to 
house in every town visited?- Are we too proud to 
do this? We should not be. It is honorable work 
for humanity, and no one shovld be above his work. 

4, Why should not a part of the fund subscribed 
ba for these sample copies? We do not use the 
powerful printing-press a thousandth part as much 
as we should. 

5. Whyshould not lecturers procure lists of names 
of all perrons, including Christians, who attend Lib: 
eral lectures, to which names all our publishers can 
mail sample copies from time to time? 

6. As the officers of the Union truly remark, 
“The tendency of the time is toward consolidation 
and ecóperation where work of any magnitude is to 
be undertaken.” Why, then, not codperate? Why 
should not every publisher send a lecturer, in any 
given part of the country, printed lists of subsorib- 
ers in that state? In return, the lecturers to send 
many times larger lists of possible subscribers. Let 
the old bad spirit of competition go. I say to every 
Liberal publisher, Do not be afraid that it will injure 
your business in the least to furnish well-tried leot- 
urers, who will cooperate with the American Sacular 
Union, lists of your subscribers in states where they 
may be lecturing. “This would mean more dollars," 
Liberal publisher, in your “ pocket at the end of the 
year.” It is worth a trial. Liberal lectures arotse 
& community as nothing else can. Liberal journals 
are absolutely essential to hold the interest. I hav 
observed for several years that those Liberals who 
stop taking Freethought papers grow cold in the 
cause, and many of them drift into the church. 
There is no more practical work than distributing 
our Liberal publications. There ought to be a fund 
for this purpose sustained by the Liberals of the 
United States. 

T. Let us take hold with renewed activity and organ- 
ize a Secular society in every town where even two 
or three members can be obtained. Do not wait to 
organize large societies. Bsa content with small 
beginnings where there is sny prospect of growth. 
Some of the weakest Liberal societies I ever organ- 
ized were large ones, seventy-five members and 
upward; some of the best were less than ten. 

Now, how many working Liberals are there in this 
country. Let us hav a new count. Do not count 
vapids, nothingarians, man-afraid-of-his-wife, or 
woman-afraid of-her-neighbor. Let us get a fresh 
start, with Liberals who hav conviction and back- 
bone. W. F. Jameson. 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

N. B. Some of my correspondents hav written me 
under the impression that I am living in Des Moines. 
Not so. I am on the wing" almost constantly, 
lecturing wherever called. The Des Moines post- 
master forwards my mail. W. F. J. 


— o 


Witcheraft. 


It would seem to many thinkers a great stretch of 
imagination to affirm what was denounced by old 
Moses in Ex. xxii, 18, “Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to liv,” and our present mediumship in all its 
strange forms, to be identical; but so it seems ap- 
parent to the writer. 

Mesmer, when in Paris lecturing and giving ex- 
hibitions on his curious peculiarity, was unmerci- 
fully denounesd by D:. Franklin and his savans as a 
shameless impostor and fraud. But let us not be 
too severe with the doctor. He did the best he 
knew. 

No doubt what has been called sorcery, soothsay- 
ing, necromancy, and the Delphic oracles of pagan na- 
tions of the past and present had a truthful basis. 
Even mesmerism was long believed to, and does yet. 
account for many strange mental eccentricities of 
mankind; but even mesmerism was becoming too 
vulgar and common for refined thinkers ; but as our 
scientists hav now dignified it with the name of 
“hypnotism” it has become a subject worth consid- 
eration. 

But let thinkers giv themselvs no uneasiness. 
Mediumship in all its various phases is getting batter 
understood in spite of all the frauds and tricks prac- 
ticad by pretended or fraudulent mediums. 

To some minds the established knowledge that we 
still continue to exist after death is.all in all satis- 
factory, while they take little heed of the 


moral preparation of conduct necessary to make that 
future less remorseful and happy. To such minds it 
is “like seed sown on stony ground." 

Without attempting to explain in what way the 
following communication was given to the writer, 
which, in fact, was very simple, I transcribe the fol- 
lowing: “ My son, when you leave this earth, we 
know you will surely come to us, and tkerefore are 
more interested in your moral welfare than the vn- 
avoidable trials incident to earth life.” D. B. 
| Brooklyn, N. Y. ` 
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The Liberal Association of Texas. 
From the Independent Pulpi’. 


Pursuant to'a call, a meeting of Liberals was held 
in Waco, Texas, July 15 and 16, 1890 

At 9 o'clock a.m. of the first day, J. D. Shaw, of 
Waco, called the delegates to order and stated the 
object cf the meeting. . T. V. Munson, of Denison, 
was then electéd president, and J. L. Jackson, of 
Weatherford, secretary. An opportunity was next 
given for the delegates to hand in their names, and 
forty-seven were found to be present. 

The question of organization being proposed, a 
general expression of opinion was called for, and quite 
a number responded, in brief but interesting 
speeches, showing most conclusivly that the pre- 
vailing sentiment was in favor of immediate organ‘za- 
tion, and a committee of seven was appointed to re- 
port on the subject at the next session. 

At 4:30 rm., fourteen new delegates handed in 
their names, and the committee appointed in the fore- 
noon made & partial report, favoring organization, 
proposing a name, and submitting certain objects to 
be attained. 

After considerable discuesion, the report was 
adopted and the committee reinstructed to complete 
its work by including & fall and complete plan of 
organization. 

At 8:30 pm, the question, “ Is Morality Progres- 
siv?” was made the subject for general discussion, 
and a number of speeches were made, from which it 
became manifest that the ethical spirit was the pre- 
vailing one, and that the moral elevation of the peo- 
ple was the chief object in view. 

At 9 a.m. of the seccnd day, twelve new delegates 
handed in their names, and the committee to which 
had been referred the plan of organization reported 
that, for want of time, it had not been able to perfect 
a full report, and requested that a general discussion 
of the subject be had by the meeting. The request 
was agreed to, and the committee discharged. 

After a full and free discussion, involving several 
proposed plans, the following was adopted by a 
unanimous vote: 

Resolved, I. That we, Liberals of Texas, in convention 
assembled, do hereby organize ourselvs into a society, to be 
known as the Liberal Association of Texas. 

Resolved, II. That the objects of this Association shall be 
as follows: 

1. To encourage the study of man in all his relations. 

2. To seek to realize the truth in life. : j 

3. To aid in those movements that tend most to the im- 
provement of the individual and of society, and to the unity 
and freedom of mankind. 

4. To facilitate the association of those who hav at heart 
and hold dear that absolute freedom of thought and expres- 
sion which is the natural right of every rational being. 

5. To inaugurate a system of positiv, tolerant thought, 
ethical culture, and practical benevolence, in which all liber al- 
minded people can unite and work for the moral elevation, 
intellectual improvement, social well-being, and consequent 
happiness of the human race. 

Resolved, III. That we welcome into this Association all per- 
sons who indorse these objects. regard!ess of their speculativ 
opinions on religion, philosophy, or politics. 

Resolved, IV. That the officers of this Association shall be a 
president, a secretary, and a treasurer, and these officers shall 
constitute an executiv committee with full power to formu- 
late methods to carry out the purpose for which we are or- 
ganized. ° 

Resolved, V. That the officers of this Association shall hold 
their cffices until their successors are chosen, which shall be 
at the regular annual meetings. 

Resolved, VI. That an annual fund. to defray the expenses 
of this organization, shall be raised by voluntary contribu- 
tions, and that said fund shall be known as the extension 
fund, and it shall be expended by the executiv committee in 
any manner they may deem proper. 

After the adoption of these resolutions, which con- 
stitute the governing principles of the Association, 
the following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: J. D. Shaw, of Waco, president; J. L. Jackson, 
of Weatherford, secretary; T. V. Munson, of Denison, 
treasurer. 

The afternoon session was principally devoted to a 
discussion of plans and methods for strengthening 
the movement, morally, socially, and financially. The 
condition of the Zndependent Pulpit was inquired 
into, and the status of our publishing business fully 
explained. The following motion was unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the executiv committee be authorized and 
instructed to devote the funds of the Association, so far as is 
available, to strengthening our base in Waco. 

After the adoption of the above resolution, the sub- 
scriotions to the extension fund were increased to 
$300. 

The night session was devoted to speeches by 
several of the delegates, and there being no further 
business to transact, the Association adjourned to 


such a time next year as may be designated by the 
executiv committee. 

Thus ended our first meeting, which was partici- 
pated in by seventy-three delegates from twenty- 
nine different counties. The meeting was harmoniors 
throughout, and every delegate seemed to be reri- 
ously impressed with the importance of the work in 
hand. It now remains for the Liberals to unite in 
pushing forward this humble beginning to a grand 
and glorious success. 

Let everyone who ean freely indorse the objets of 
the Association become a member by sending his or 
her name, with thet of the post office and county, 
to the secretary, J. L. Jackson, Weatherford, Texas. 
And while sending up your own name, ask your Lib- 
ers! friends and acquaintances to do the same. 

———— — ak rn 


Carsotics are now forbidden in France to walk in 
procession on Corpus Christi. Z’ Univers says they 
may blame themeelvs for it. It goes on to say, “We - 
are Catholics, and the vast mejority of the French 
people are Catholics. Our God claims to show his 
universal sovereignty in the streets once a year. It 
is his right, and our right. We ask nobody to join 
in our peaceful procession, neither the Jew who oru- 
eified him, nor the Atheist who denies him. We re- 
spect their liberty, but we want them also to respect 


ours.” 
ee 
Sumner’s Last Wish. 
Fron the Kansas City Times. 

Charles Sumner had an intense horror of clerical ministra- 
tions at dying bedsides, and made no secret of his feelings in 
this particular. He believed it to be the very refinement of 
cruelty to add to the death agony by picturing to the dying 
man the torments of a hell in store for sinners unless they 
confessed and repented. ‘As an illustration of this the fol- 
lowing story was told your correspondent by a gentleman 
who was present when the incident occurred : 

** One of Mr. Sumner’s most intimate friends and con- 
fidants was Congressman Hooper of Massachusetts, lately 
deceased, and who was always welcome at Mr. Sumner’s 
house. One day at dinner the conversation turned on the 
subject of clerical ministrations to the dying, and Mr. Sum- 
ner said: ‘ Hooper, I want to exact a solemn promis from 
you. Promis me on your word of honor that if you survive 
me you will protect my dying bedside from the presence of 
piovs intruders. Don’t let them come near me.’ The 
promis was given, and Mr. Sumner made a similar promis 
to Mr. Hooper. Some months after Mr. Sumner was taken 
seriously ill with angina pectoris. and lay at the point of 
death. His friend, Mr. Hooper, remained with him, and 
even when writhing with agony he reminded Hooper of his 
promis. 

** Finally it became evident that he could not long survive, 
and the sad intelligence was communicated to the sergeant- 
at-arms of the Senate, who at once advised the chaplain, the 
Rev. Dr. Sunderland, and the latter repaired to Mr. Sum- 
net’s house to administer spiritual comfort to the dying 
man. He was met at the door by Mr. Hooper, who, mind- 
ful of his promis, invited Dr. Sunderland into the parlor 
and explained the situation. ‘It is no disreepect to you, 
Dr. Sunderland,’ said Mr. Hooper, ‘ but this is Mr. Sumner'a 
wish, and I canrot permit you to see him. There is only 
one office you can perform now. Let us pray that, in the 
mercy of providence, our friend may die free from pain or 
suffering.’ 

“And so Dr. Sunderland and the household united in 
prayer, while Charles Sumner, in the upper bedchamber, 
breathed his last, as he had wished, ‘free from the presence 
of pious intruders.’” 
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A Nice Book of Religious Pistures, 
From the Ironclad Age. 

The Truth Seeker Company haa just issued a book of nice 
religious pictures, accompanied with suitable commentaries. 
The pictures sre by Heston, and consist of illustrations that 
hav been running through Tux TRUTH SEEKER for a long. 
time back. "They are now in convenient shape for pulpits 
and religious center-tables. Asa companion volume for the 
holy Bible thia collection is invaluable. The book should 
hav a large sale amongst clergymen and church congrega- 
tions. The price is $2, with twenty-five cents additional for 
postage or express Charges if ordered from this office. It is 
likely shat Freethinkers will be the chief buyers, as it seems 
almost impossible to convince religious people that Infidel 
efforts to help them over the rough places in their theology 
are sincere. 

——— eor 
Two Stcries—Each With a Moral for Christian Evi- 
dence Societies, 

: : From the Boston Post. 

The Swiss government has officially proclaimed ita unbelief 
in the tradition that Wilhelm Tell shot the apple from his 
sons head, and has ordered all books which contain any 
reference to the episode from the schools. Ia it notat Altorf 
that two statues hav been set up, one of Tell and the other 
of his son, and is it not recorded upon their pedestals that 
they stand upon the exact positions occupied by Tell, Sr., 
and Tell, Jr., when the shooting was done? If there were 
none, how came those statues there? Every right-minded 
person will see that the Swiss government is clearly in error. 


{From Colonel Ingérsci's Reply to Judge Black. 

A little while ago, in the city of Chicago, a gentleman 
addressed a number of Sunday.school childrea. In his ad- 
dress he stated that some people were wicked enough to 
deny the story of the deluge; that he was a traveler; that 
he had been to the top of Mount Ararat, and had brought 
with him & stone from that sacred locality. The children 
were then invited to form in procession and walk by the pul- 
pit, for the purpose of seeing the wonderful stone. After 
they had looked at it, the lecturer said : “ Now, children, if 
you ever hear anybody deny the story of the deluge, or say 
that the ark did not rest on Mount Ararat, you can tell them 
that you know better, because you hav seen with your own 
eyes a stone from that very mountain." 

————297$————————— 

W. F. Jamieson gave four lectures in Princeton, Minn. 

The debate at Kasson may come off early in September, 


Address at Des Moines, Ia. 


and is utterly impracticable in a society with isolated 
members in every part of the civilized world (page 
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the government? 

Can this be the religion which these papers are 
trying to harmovize with science? Now is it not an 
astonishing fact that such men as: Thomas Paine, 
Ingersoll and Huxley, whose ideas of religion are 
nearest in accord with the Bible, are called Infidels by 
the people who hold the Bible to be the inspired 
word of God? 

If religion is good deeds, right action, ss held by 
St. James, Micha, Huxley, Paine, Ingersoll, Beecher, 
and Manu, it is not in conflict with science, and 
criticism cannot hurt it; discussion will only 
strengthen it and make it shine the brighter ; but 
Christian theology which is nowadays Called religion 
is a syatem of doctrins which are false, irrational, and 
supernatural, which cannot possibly be harmonized 
with science, which is based upon reason, experience, 
and observation. As H. W. Beecher said, the forest 
of theology will hav to be eut down and destroyed 
so that we can plant Liberalism and the religion of 
humanity. So I say to all lovers of liberty and 
friends of humanity, lay the ax to the root of that 
infamous tree of theology.  Exterminate that in- 
famous system of religion which has been called 
Christianity by the church of Rome and her Prot- 
estant cffspring, and establish the religion of good 
deeds, the religion of humanity. 

P. M. SHUMAKER, 

Flat Creek, La., Aug. 10, x.x. 290. 


—— —————— 
Los Angeles Assembly of Progress. 


Mr. J. M. Voss, the grand prefect, is evidently 
sincere and honest, but in his letter in Tur Trova 
Srexer of August 16th fails to afford the needed əvi- 
dence of the perfection of the Grand Assembly of 
Progress scheme, and seems to mistake my motivs. 
I wrote: “I hav long been intensely snxicus that 
the Liberals should hav a mutual aid society for both 
sexes, that would make sure provision for dependent 
loved ones, in which no prayers or mummeries, relig- 
ious or otherwise, would be allowed; founded and 
conducted on strictly business principles ; affording 
insurance at actual cost, and paying feir salaries for 
needed work done, bub no sinecures, fat jobs, or 
division of spoils among managers.” I concluded 
with the declaration, *I do not doubt the good in- 
tent of the Los Augeles Assembly of Progress, but 
their scheme is not practical or reliable. I do hope, 
however, that it will result in great good by arousing 
attention, discussion, and intelligent action on the 
subject, that will eventually giv us a safe, reliable, 
practical, Liberal mutual aid society.” 

For nigh five years I hav carefully studied and hav 
urged the formation of such a society, gladly receiv- 
ing suggestions, thankful for objections, learning 
from actual membership in three mutual ccoperativ 
insurance societies, and study of the plans of very 
many others. And yet I am only the more anxious 
to hav some better scheme than I can devise adopted, 
or at least that what, after years of careful study and 
consultstion with the best actuaries of the United 
States, is self-evidently safe, economical, and practi- 
cal, shall be perfected by such amendments as the 
judgment or experience of more able persons may 
advise. For if Liberals organize a mutual aid society, 
it should be the very best in existence, profiting by 
the experience of all others, avoiding their mistakes, 
and embracing all their desirable features. 

I find the actual cost of $2,000 insurance on lives 
selected with ordinary care and precaution, between 
the ages of twenty-one and thirty-five, is $11 per 
year; from thirty-five to forty-five, $17 ; from forty- 
five to sixty,$30. 3 

Under twenty-one and over sixty are extra hazard- 
ous, and should not be tsken. 

If each policy was issued for $2,222, and the $222, 
at death of member, psid into the reserve fund of 
the society, and the $2 000 to heirs of the deceased, 
since the death average would be ten to every one 
thousand members each year, every death would 
secure $222 to the reserve fund, thus accumulating a 
fund proportionate with increase of membership, 
thateffords security, and guarantees permanence of the 
society, combining all the security of the old line 
system with that of the ecoperativ. 

Let us compare the setual cost of insurance for 
$2.000, under this plan, with the cost—with no secur- 
ity—of the Grand Assembiy of Progress. 

Age, thirty-five; actual cost per year, $11. 
by Grand Assembly of Progress, $28. 

Age, forty-five; actual cost per year, $17. Cost by 
Grand Assembly of Progress, $36. 

Age, sixty; actual cost per year, $30. Oost by 
Grand Assembly of Progress, $48. 

This is on & basis of two thousand members. See 
page 17 of the constitution of the Grand Assembly 
of Progresr. 

Charters, $100 each (page 7). The articles furnished 
fer the $100 (see page 24) any stationer could fur- 


What Is Religion? 


In February last I helped to organize a literary 
society at Beech Creek Baptist church. The consti- 
tution of the society proscribed the Bible and re- 
ligion as subjects of discussion. I thought as we 
were prohibited by the constitution from discussing 
religion, we ought to find out what religion is. So 
I instituted an inquiry ard collected as many defini- 
tions of religion as I could find, and prepared my- 
self to lecture the society on “ What is Religion ?" 
but the president of the society ruled out my lecture, 
He decided that a lecture on that subject was under 
the ban of the constitution. So the lecture was not 
` delivered. 

I hav recently received sample copies of two 
papers published im Chicago, viz.. tbe Open Court 
and the Religio-Philosophical Journal. Both of 
these papers declare it to be their purpose to bar- 
monize religion with.science, and ask for aid in the 
way of subscriptions from those in sympathy with 
their purposes. Now, before I can determin whether 
J am in sympathy with their purpose or not, I must 
find what religion is, what it is that they want to har- 
monize with science. 

COLLECTED DEFINITIONS OF RELIGION, 

. 1. Religion, the recognition of God as an object 
of worship, love, and obedience; any system of faith 
and worship; piety, sanctity.— Webster's Practical 
Dictionary. 

2. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
father, is this: To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their afflictions, ard to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.— The general Epistle of James i, 
27. ; 

8. Religion is man’s groping after God.— ev. 
Heber Newton. 

4, Think constantly, O son, how thon mayest 

lease 

Thy father, mother, teacher—these obey. 

By deep devotion seek thy debi to pay. 

This is thy highest duty, and religion. 

— Manu, six hundred years before the Christian era. 

5. Let love be your religion.— Zhe Liberal Hymn 
Book. 

. .6. Humanity is the only religion—Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. 

7. The world is my country, and to do good my 
religion.— Thomas Paine. 

Henry Ward Beecher held that religion is right 
action, and said: “The purpose of religion is not 
to insure a man against fire, but to create an insur- 
able interest in bim."  . 

Some say that religion is thought ; others say that 
it ia feeling. 

The Methodists say you must get religion. The 
Campbellites and Catholics say. you must do 
religion. 

Prof. Thomas H. Huxley, in “The Order of .Cre- 
ation,” quotes this passage from Micha: “ And what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and 
to love mercy, end to walk humbly with thy God ?" 
and remarks, “If any so-called religion takes away 
from this great saying of Micha, I think it wantonly 

' mutilates, while if it adds thereto I think it obscures 
the perfect ideal of religion. What we are pleased 
to call religion nowadays, is, for the most part, Hel- 
lenized Judaism ; and not unfrequently the Hellenic 
element carries with it a mighty remnant of old- 
world paganism, and a great infusion of the worst 
and weakest parts of Greek scientifis speculation; 
while fragments of Persian and Babylonian, or 
rather Acadian mythology burden the Judaic con- 
tribution to the common atock. The antagonism of 
science is not to religion, but to the heathen survi- 
vals and bad philosophy, under whieh religion her- 
self is often well-nigh crushed. And for my part, I 
trust that this antagonism will never cease ; but that 
to the end of time true science will continue to falfill 
one of her most beneficent functions, that of reliev- 
ing men from the burden of false science which is 
imposed upon them in the name of religion.” 

The Rev. T. W. Smith, an American missionary in 
the island of Tahiti, says in his article published in 
Tue Trora Szexer some time ago: "I should be 
ashamed to concede that what has been claimed as 
Christianity by the church of Rome and others ia the 
Christianity of the New Testament. I should be 
forced into the rankest Infidelity if I was compelled 
to believe and indorse the oruel, bigoted, blood- 
thirsty, and devilish system of religion that exhibited 
itself in the Inquisition, on Bartholoraew's eve, and 
also in England and Massachusetts, and elsewhere, 
where men and women hay been burnt, strangled, 
shot, imprisoned, whipped, and exiled for the exer- 
cise of religious or secular views differing from the 
church holding the reins of government at the time.” 
Now I will ask, is not this the religion which we 

citizens of these United States of America under the 

boasted civilization snd enlightenment of the nine- 
teenth century are being persecuted and ostrecised | nish for $20, and make more then ordinsry profit. 

for not accepting ? Aud ia it not the same religion | Five donars a week sick benefit to all members, 
which the American Reform Association is trying to | rich or poor, is a delusion and an incentiy to fraud, 


Cost 


The breadwinner, with wife and family of little 
children, sick, confined to his bed, needing medicins, 
extra little luxuries, careful, constant nursing, house- 
hold expenses to be met, too often including rent— 
to such, $5 a week would be Jamentably insufficient ; 
to the well-to-do a mere bagatel; to some, with bad 
church heredity, a temptation to make “ false claims.” 
The only safe and really helpful sick benefit would 
be the necessary amount to secure needed attendance 
and comforts for the sick one, and provision for the ` 
sick member’s dependent loved ones during the mem- 
ber's sickness and inability to attend to work or bus- 
iness. This can be secured by loans from the so- 
ciety’s reserve fund, repayment secured by pledge of 
sick member's and.two other members’ policies. 
The time has come when a mutual aid society of 
Liberals is possible. It has long been greatly 
needed. Iam much pleased to know that such men 
as Will S. Andres, of Portsmouth, O., are giving 
attention and urging prompt action in the matter, 
and most earnestly I solicit that other able Liberals, 
in the same kindly spirit of desire to promote the 
greatest good to our cause, will investigate, and 
through the columns of Tue Taura Szrxxs discuss 
this all important matter. Let the subject, not per- 
sons, be fully discussed, and a plan devised or 
selected that will commend itself to all Liberals, à 
plan that shall afford the maximum of security at 
minimum of cost.. Ard the widow and the orphan 
in their bereavement and dependence, and the Liberal, 
when misfortune, reverses, or business failure leave 
the $2,000 thus secured the one only provision for 
loved ones, will bless all who sid in the grand aud 
noble work of organizing the Freethinker’s mutual 
aid society. C. B. Reynoxps. 

————— — $$ —»———————— 


Eminent Women. 
ELIZABETH TEXTOR. 


The greatness of the sons is the exuding of the greatness 
ý of mothers. M 

The female contains all qualities and tempers them, 

She is in her place and moves with perfect balance, 

She is all things duly veiled, she is both passiv and 
activ. . . - 

As I see one through a mist, one with, inexpressible com- 
pleteness, sanity, and beauty; 

J see the bent head and arms folded over the breast, 

The female I see. 


. Thus speaks the poet, and thus he proves it to us 
that woman is natures masterpiece and “contains 
all.” 

Goethe was one of the greatest of German poets, 
and smong the most Liberal as well. The greater 
part of his superiority was the “exuding” of the 
mother. 

Her name was Elizabeth Textor; and wherever 
Goethe is known and loved this woman's name 
Should be known and loved, yet how few hav ever 
fully realized he bad a mother. 

Professor Cottinger says of her: “She is one of 
the most pleasing figures in German literature, stand- 
ing out with greater vividness than almost any other. 
Ske was a merry, genial, and whole-souled woman, of 
moderate culture . . . one of the rare women 
who make the world happier by the fact of their 
being in it." 

After a lengthened interview with her Nicolovius 
exclaimed, “ Now do I understand how Goethe has 
become the man he is.” 

She was only eighteen when the poet was born and 
they were both young together. She was fond of 
story-telling dnd mirth, orderand humor. In a letter 
she says, ‘I am fond of people and everyone feels 
it directly, young and old; I pases without preten- 
sion through the world, and that gratifies men. I 
never ‘bemoralize’ anyone ; always geek out the good 
in them and leave what is bad. In this way I make 
myself heppy and comfortable.” 

Thus we see the happy mother gave the genial, 
kind, sed happy nature to her son, both by heredity 
and example. ‘She kept open house for all his 
friends, and. no one who stood in any relation to 
Goethe could. pass through Frankfort without stop- 
ping to pay regards to her." 

When he returned home, in 1768, from Leipsic, 
broken in health, his father showed him the cold 
shoulder, for he wanted to see him further advanced 
in the study of jurisprudence; he did not under- 
stand that & poet’s sphere is a different one. Mother 
and sisters, however, weze touched by the worn face, 
and womanlike received him with affection, which 
compensated for his father’s coldness. Tho father 
was a tyrant and the “poor mother [as so many 
other mothers hav done] had a terrible time of it, 
trying to pacify the children and stand between them ' 
and their father. In 1808 she died, seventy- 
seven years old. To the last her love for her so», 
and his for her, had been the glory and sustainment 
of her happy old age. He had wished her to come 
and liv with him at Weimar ; but the wishes of old 
Fravkfort friends, and the influence of old habits, 
kept her in her nativ city, where she was venerate1 


' by all” 
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They who love the poet and philosopher, the 
. Beientist and thinker, Goethe, should love, remember, 
and venerate his mother, Elizabeth Textor. 
With antecedents, 
. With my fathers and mothers, and the accumulations of 
past ages, 
With all which had it not been, ; 
I would not now be here as I am.— Whitman. 
Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE LENKER, 
s i i ———————— 


Prohibition. 


Some time ago a correspondent of your paper, 
seeking to establish the beneficence of Prohibition, 
referred to Kansas as indubitable proof of his 
proposition. I am in receipt of several letters asking 
if the party correctly stated the oase, and if not, urg- 
ing me to reply.. , 

For twenty years prior to Prohibition in Kansas I 
was an activ Good Templar and worker in the tem- 
perance cause in Topeka, Valley Falls, and Troy in 
thisstate. When the Prohibition craze struck Kansas 
ten years ago there were about four hundred lodges 
and organizations of various kinds in the state de- 
voted to temperance work. In six months they 
were all dead. Prohibition killed them. Moral, 
social, educational temperance work was wholly 
abandoned, and compulsion, litigation, and general 
hell-raising inaugurated in iis stead. The infamous 
apy, spotter, and informer system was adopted, and 
secret, star. chamber, inquisitorial “law and order 
leagues” hatched conspiracies, waged bitter and 
vindictiv prosecutions, piled costs mountain-high 
upon the taxpayers, and converted society into a 
seething caldron of warring elements. 

The golden era of sobriety was just beginning to 
dawn in Kansas when the pernicious contagion of 
Prohibition broke out like a raging pestilence and 
spread over the land, destroying temperance work 
and leaving moral desolation in its path. The con- 
sumption of liquor has been increased rather than 
diminished, and men hav been made worse instead of 
better. Probibition has debauched our state. The 
attempted enforcement has drawn out the worst 
elements of human character on both sides of the 
question. Men who once had respect. for law 
hav grown to hate and despise it, and their sons are 
following in their footsteps. In place of honest, old- 
fashioned saloons we hav drug stores, joints, club- 
rooms, and secret hell-holes, where vicious stuff is 
sold to all who want it, old or young. 

Probibition was not sprung upon Kansas for the 
purpose of promoting temperance. Far from it. It 
is Simply an artful scheme on the part of the church 
to obtain prestige, prominence, and power ; to enlarge 
its field of operation and to secure the recognition of 
its diviae right torule. It is a church crusade for 
empire. Nothing more, nothing less. The preach- 
ers are invariably its commissioned officers, the 
deacons, elders, and class-leaders are its sergeants 
and corporals, and the lay membership are its rank 
and file. Their houses of worship are its barracks 
and recruiting stations. They are used for caucus- 
ivg, for planning campaigns, for plotting and hatch- 
ing out their secret conspiracies, and for the delivery 
of ranting, fanatical lectures, Speeches, and sermons. 

Since the withering blight of Prohibition cast its 
dark shadow upon Kansas and Iowa, and converted 
those states into moral plague-spots, the former has 
lost seventy-two thousand of its population and the 
latter two hundred and ninety-five thousand, while 
all surrounding states hav gained from two to six 
hundred thousand each. And as many more people 
would fiee from the church rule and blue-lawism of 
those two states if they could sell out and get away, 
or if they did not hope for a change in affairs. 

For one, I am not a law-worshiper. I never did 
believe in padlock virtue, legal righteousnéss, sheriff 
honor, execution honesty, Comstock purity, or con- 
stable temperance. I do not believe that state 
guardianship of men’s appetites and morals and the 
removal of all temptation from them is conduciv to 
the best results in developing human character. I 
do not believe in putting bib and diaper on a man 
and shutting him up in the nursery with old gran- 

pies Ohurch and State for his wet and dry nurses. I 
do not believe in trailing him up to the legislativ 
porch like a morning glory, cultivating no power 
within himself to stand alone, and sure to be cut 
down by the first chill wind or autumn frost. 

Temptation is as necessary a factor in the building 
up of character as exercise is in the growth of a 
strong, healthy body. Without temptation it is im- 
possible to develop a vigorous manhood, capable of 
resisting evil as the sturdy oak withstands the fury 
of storm and tempest. Without temptation man 
would bea frail hot-house exotic, a thing of jelly, 
without bone, sinew, muscle, or vertebra. The mo- 
ment temptation is removed, moral degeneration 
begins. Free moral agency is essential to manhood. 
No good can possibly come from the destruction of 
human liberty. 

To sum up the case, Prohibition is only another 
name for puritanic hydrophobia. In principle it is 
false, irrational, and unjust; in spirit it is aggressiv, 
ferocious, and vindictiv. It is the céssation of lib- 
erty, the foe of free moral agency, and the destroyer 


of temperance. 
political contagion, commercial famin, and financial 
ruin. It is the distilled essence of fanaticism, hypoc- 
risy, and hatred—the bastard offspring of pharisa- 
ical bigotry and political demagogism. It is degrad- 
ing, enslaving, and demoralizing to a free and in- 
telligent people. It begets disrespect for all law ; it 
offers premium upon vice and crime, and turns men 
into sneaks, spies, spotters, and perjurers. Its enact- 
ment and attempted enforcement in the states of 
Kansas and Iowa hav been an infamous outrage upon 
the natural and civil rights of the people opposed to 
it. Itis the progenitor of discord, hatred, and bitter- 
ness, the instigator of contention, enmity, and rancor, 
and the propagator of strife, dissension, and violence. 
It is a base conspiracy of raving cranks, frothing 
fanatics, gibbering lunatics, frenzied bigots, design- 
ing knaves, rotten demagogs, and unprincipled poli- 
ticians who would apply the torch of conflagration 
to the glorious temple of liberty hequeathed us by 
our fathers, and dance in fiendish revelry around the 
smoking ruin. S. R. SHEPHERD. 
Leavenworth, Kan. 
; ———— tO ————— — 


The Escape of a Seventh Day Adventist. 


.W. H. McKee, secretary of the National Religious 
Liberty Association—a “Seventh Day” religious or- 
genization—reports in the organ of his society: 

Mr. L. A. Oallicott, of Lanes, Dyer county, Tenn., 
was tried some time since, under the Tennessee stat- 
ute forbidding Sunday labor, and found guilty, but 
a new trial was ordered, which took place July 21st, 
before Judge Flippin. Ool. T. E. Richardson, who 
is counsel in the famous King case, which has gone 
to the United States district court, defended Mr. 
Callicott. The defendant is a Seventh Day Adventist, 
and the question was broached as to whether. the 
commandment, “ Six days shalt thou labor and do all 
thy work,” made it a sin for him to rest on Sunday. 
E. E. Marvin, an elder of the Seventh Day Adventist 
denomination, was put upon the witness-stand and 
the following was elicited, as reported in the Review 
and Herald : 

Colonel Richardson : ** Mr. Marvin, where do you liv ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ** At Trezevant, Carroll county, Tenn.” 

Colonel Richardson : ‘‘ Are you a minister of the Seventh 
Day Adventist church ?” 

: Mr. Marvin : ‘ Yes, sir.” 

Colonel Richardson: ‘‘ What is the belief and practice of 
your church concerning the Sabbath ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘‘ We believe the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord, as brought to view in Ex. xx, and keep it as 
Such; and with James ii, 12, we believe this to be a law of 
liberty, and that we hav & heaven-born right to obey it in 
aiy state or nation.” 

olonel Richardson: '* You regard it as à Christian duty 
to keep that day holy and no other ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘‘ Yes, sir." 

Colonel Richardson: '' Does your church hold that the 
working upon six days is as imperativ as the keeping of the 
seventh ?” 

Mr. Marvin. ‘‘ No, sir.” 

Attorney-general: ‘Mr. Marvin, what is the position of 
your people as to working six days ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘‘They hav never officially or publicly ex- 
pressed any rule concerning it.” 

Attorney-general: **Do your people teach that it is a sin 
to rest on Sunday ?” 

. Mr. Marvin: '* We believe that when required to ” 

Attorney-general: ‘‘ But answer my question.” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘I will, sir, if you giv me opportunity.” 

Attorney-general : ‘ Well, go on, then.” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘“ We believe that when required to rest on 
Sunday, by laws based upon the religious aspect of the day, 
it would be wrong to obey them." 

Attorney-general : ** Do laws, requiring men simply to rest, 
tend to enforce religion or worship ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘‘ Yes, sir, if such laws be Sunday laws.” 

Attorney-general: ‘‘ On what grounds ?” 

Mr. Marvin: ‘‘ On the grounds that there is not now, or 
ever was, a Sunday law, that did not hav for its basis the 
religious character of the day.” 

Attorney-general: ‘‘ But it would not interfere with your 
religion to rest on Sunday ?” 

Mr. Marvin: '' Yes, sir. Sunday-keeping is a religious 
act—an act of worship; it would be conforming to an op- 
posing religion." 

The attorney-general then yielded the case, and 
the judge charged the jury to bring in a verdict of 
not guilty. 

This testimony is worthy of note, for it brings out 
the pith of the whole question of Sunday laws. 
Sunday-keeping is a religious act, nothing else— 
never was anything else since the Babylonians and 
their ancestors established the worship of the sun 
god, which the “venerable Day of the Sun” per- 
petuates to the present hour, with the added sano 
tities of the Christian Sabbath attached in these 
later times. 

If any man believes that “the seventh day” is 
the Sabbath of the Lord his God, to compel him 
to yield a formal allegiance to the first day (the 
Day of the Sun)is forcing him to conform “to au 
opposing religion.” 

The judge in this case charged rightly. 

—— rt 9À———————— 


: A “Holy Father.” 

Translation from the Itato-Americano, New York, Aug. 9, 1890. 

A Jesuit priest of the name of Giuseppe (Joseph) died uv- 
expectedly in a confessional of the church of San Luigi of 
Rome whilst listening to the confession of a young girl who 
claims to be his daughter. . She had confessed to incestuous 
relations with her own brother. Not knowing of this latter 
matter, the wretched priest was so struck with horror at it 
that the apoplexy killed him instantly, — - 


It is social plague, moral pestilence, | 
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Gems of Thought. 


A uxrvERSAL God ought to hav revealed a universal 
religion. By what fatality then are there so many 
religions on earth ?— Holbach.. 


Ir must, indeed, hav been pardonable to doubt of 
the divinity, when his only announcers disputed on 
his nature. Nearly all the first fathers of the church 
made God corporeal ; and others, after them, giving 
him no extent, lodged him in a part of heaven. Ac- 
cording to some, he had created the world in time ; 
while, according to others, he had created time itself. 
Some gave him a son like to himself; others would 
not grant that the son was like to thefather. It was 
also disputed in what way a third person proceeded 
from the other two. There were disputes about his 
mother, his descent into hell and into limbo; the 
manner in which the body of the God-man was eaten 
and the blood of the God. man was drunk ; on grace ; 
on the sainte, and a thousand other matters. The 
confidants of the divinity were seen so much at 
variance among themeelvs, anathematizing one an- 
other from age to age, but all agreeing in an im- 
moderate thirst for riches and grandeur.— Voltaire. 


Man trusted God was love indeed 
And love creation’s final law— 
Though Nature, red in tooth and claw 
With ravin, shrieked against his creed. 
— Tennyson. 


Wanao ean appreciate the mercy of so making the 
world that all animals devour animals; so that every 
mouth is a slaughter-house, and every stomach a 
tomb ?— Ingersoll. 


Turre is not necessarily any gross and ugly facts 
which may not be eradicated from the life of man. 
We should endeavor practically in our lives to cor- 
rect all the defects which our imagination detecis. 
The heavens are as deep as our aspirations are high. 
So high as a tree aspires to grow, so high it will find 
an atmosphere suited to it.— Thoreau. 


PorvraTroN will mightily increase, and the earth 
will be a garden. Governments will be conducted 
with the quietude and regularity of club committees. 
The interest which is now felt in politics will be 
transferred to science; the latest news from the 
laboratory of the chemist, or the observatory of the 
astronomer, or the experimenting room of the biol- 
ogist, will be eagerly discussed. Poetry and the fine 
arte will take that place in the heart which religion 
now holds. Luxuries will be cheapened and made 
common to all; none will be rich, and none poor. 
Not only will man subdue the forces of evil that are 
without ; he will also subdue those that are within. 
He will repress the .base instincts and propensities 
whick he has inherited from tho animals below; he 
will obey the laws that are written on his heart ; he 
wili worship the divinity within him. As our con- 
science forbids us to commit actions which the 
conscience of the savage allows, so the moral sense 
of our successors will stigmatize as crimes those 
offenses against the intellect which are sanctioned by 
ourselvs. Idleness: and stupidity will be regarded 
with abhorrence. Women wil become the eom- 
panions of men and the tutors of their children. 
The whole world will be united by the same senti- 
ment which united the primeval clan, and which 
made its members think, feel, and act as one. Men 
will look upon this star as their fatherland; its 
progress will be their ambition; the gratitude of 
others their reward. These bodies which we now 
wear belong to the lower snimals; our minds hav 
already outgrown them ; already we look upon them 
with contempt. A time will come when science will 
transform them by means which we cannot conject- 
ure, and which, even if explained to us, we could 
nob now understand, just as the savage cannot. 
understand electricity, magnetism, steam. Disease 
will be extirpated; the causes of decay will be 
removed ; immortality will be invented.— Winwood 
Reade. 


Marrer was from the beginning in God, and is 
hence eternal and unending. The earth, the dust, 
every created thing indeed, perishes; but we cannot 
say that that perishes out of which they are created. 
Substance abides eternally. A thing falls into dust, 
but out of the dust is developed another. The earth, 
as Pliny says, is a phenix and remains once for all. 
When it becomes old it burns itself to ashes that out 
of them a young pbenix may arise, the former but 
rejuvenated.— Sebastian Prank. 


Norsrxe appears to be really durable, eternal, and 
worthy of the name of a principle save matter only. 
Matter as the Absolute includes within itself all 
forms and dimensions. But the infinity of forms 
under which matter appears is not accepted by her 
from another nor as it were only in outward appear- 
ance, but she brings them forth from herself and 
beara them from her own womb. Where we say 
there is death, there is only the outgoing toward new 
life, a loosing of one union which is the binding into 
a new.—Giordano Bruno. 

_—_—_ OOO OO : 
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A Good Book to Look at, Read, and Sell, 
"WzpnOoN, ILL., Aug. 25, 1890. 

Tug Teura SzgskxR Company, New York, N. Y., Gents: 

** Pictorial Text-Book ” received last night. Every Liberal 

. should hav one and should try and sell them among his neigh- 
bors. 'The cartoons are plain and distinct, the explanatory 
reading matter is excellent, and it is a large book for the small 
price asked for it. Ihavhad it but afew hours and hav sold 
six copies. Will giv you an order as soon as I see the balance 
of the community. Oaly one Liberal in the six names I got. 
They liked the cartoons exposing Catholicism, and I think 
after getting the book will open their eyes on their own sys- 
tem. I would advise Liberals, however, not to explain the 
cartoons to over one Catholic at a time, as they dislike see- 
ing themselvs a8 others see them. 

Yours truly, M. P. BRAFFET. 
— — 99 —9———————— 
Again Our Generous Friend. 

In Tse Taura Serxer of August 9th we grate- 
fully acknowledged on ourown part a donation of $50 
from Mr. F. A. Day, of Castana, Iowa; and also $50 
for the Secular Union and $100 for Mr. Reynolds to 
use in making Washington a secular state. | 

Mr. Day has again shown his generosity and made 
another grateful acknowledgment necessary by a 
gift to Tum Terura Serger of $100, and the same 
amount to Mr. Reynolds to help that warrior along. 
. We regret to learn from his sons that Mr. Day is 
in poor health, but it pleases us to know that he can 
occasionally find forgetfulness of pain in exjoying 
the contents of the Pictorial Text-Book, the first 
copy of which that came from the press was mailed 


to him. 
— 9 — —————— 


Why the State Should Not Teach Religion. 

To the Catholic Review must be given credit for 
honest frankness, though perhaps it speaks as it 
does because the Roman church thinks the times will 

‘stand an avowal of its purpose. The Review heads 

an editorial with the query, * Why Should Not the 
State Pay for Religious Instruction?” and goes on 
to say: 

“Tt seems to be taken for granted that the state should 
not pay for religious instruction. Even Catholics discussing 
the merits of the denominational plan, out of defense to 
popular prejudice, are careful to assure our Protestant 
friends that they do not ask the state to pay for religious 
instruction, but only for secular studies. But surely it isa 
pertinent question, Why should not the state pay for relig- 
ious instruction in the public schools? Is there anything 
morally wrong in the idea? Would it necessarily involve 
injustice, or wrong to any class of people? Would it hava 
deteriorating or demoralizing effect upon the pupila? In 
short, can anyone giv any good reason why the state should 
refuse to pay for religious aa well as other instruction ? 
What is the object of the state in providing for the education 
of the rising generation? Is it not to make good citizens? 
And what is the most important requisit for good citizen- 
ship? Is it not morality ?” 


When the Review can show that morality is pro- 
moted by religion, or that we should hav no morality 
without religion, or that religious people are always 
moral and irreligious people always immoral, then 
its questions will be answered as it desires. At 
present the facts, throughout history, are against it. 


It seems to be necessary to continually remind the 
priests that “morality has nothing to do with re- 
ligion. Morality appeals to the experience of man- 
kind. It cares nothing about faith, nothing about 
sacred books. Morality depends upon facts, some- 
thing that can be seen, something known, the prod- 
uct of which can be estimated. It needs no priest, 
no ceremony, no mummery. The morality of the 
world is not distinctivly Ohristian. Zoroaster, Gau- 
tama, Mohammed, Confucius, Christ, and, in fact, all 
founders of religions, hav said to their disciples: 
You must not steal; you must not murder; you 
must not bear false witness; you must discharge 
your obligations. Christianity is the ordinary moral 
code, plus the miraculous origin of Jesus Christ, his 
crucifixion, his resurrection, his ascension, the inspi- 
ration of the Bible, the doctrin of the atonement, and 
the necessity of belief. Buddhism is the ordinary 
moral code, plus the miraculous illumination of 
Buddha, the performance of certain ceremonies, a 
belief in the transmigration of the soul, and in the 
final absorption of the whole by the infinit. The 
religion of Mohammed is the ordinary moral code, 
plus the belief that Mohammed was the prophet of 
God, total abstinence from the use of intoxicating 
drinks, a harem for the faithful here and hereafter, 
ablutions, prayers, alme, pilgrimages, and fasts.” 

If we are to hav religion taught in the schools, 
whose religion shall it be ? 

Does the Review think that it would be justice to 
use a Freethinker's money to pay priests to educate 
somebody’s children in Catholicism? Would it be 
justice to teach an Infidel’s child the Catholic 
catechism ? 

The state should not pay for religious instruction 
in the public schools for the reason that it is not 
the state's business. Religion is a question for each 
person to decide for himself. The public schools 
are for the children of everyone, and it could not be 
otherwise than a wrong inflicted upon some child to 
hav religion taught therein—some Freethinker, 
some Protestant, some Oatholic, some Jew. And 
for the State to provide schools for each sect would 
be impossible. It would ruin the people to pay the 
taxes to support them. There are.some two hundred 
sects of Christians in the world, and the United 
States has samples of about all of them. Schools 
would hav to be multiplied forty-fold. There is 
no feasible plan to educate children in public schools 
that will not work injustice except to make them 
strictly secular and leave their religious education to 
their parents. 

The state should not teach religion for another 
reason. Religion is the enemy of the state, in that 
it diverts the attention of men from this world to 
another, and teaches them to sacrifice this world to 
that other. This weakens the ties that hold fam- 
ilies and states together, and has a tendency to 
reduce society to anarchy. Which is worth the more 
to the state—to civilized society—a community of 
begging monks or a community of secular workers? 
Why, then, should the state teach religion ? 

pe ee 
The Beggars, the Soldiers, and the Preachers. 

Our Canadian contemporary, Secular Thought, 
Bays: 

* In Brazil, under the new regime, it has been decided that 
‘beggars, soldiers, and clergymen’ shall be disfranchised. 
This is right. The business of clergymen is to prepare men 
for the next world—not for this one; and as they get exemp- 
tion from almost all taxation, the rule of ‘no taxation with- 
out representation’ should in their case be rendered ‘no tax- 
ation, no vote.’” 

But it is not right, though it may be expedient 
considering the character of the clergy and their 
proneness to maneuver for the aggrandizement of 
the church. Ministers should be treated the same 
as men, and so should women. Giv them freedom 
and suffrage, treat them as though they were not de- 
pendents, and they will come out all right in time. 
The clergy are not wholly to blame for the anoma- 
lous position they occupy. The people are so super- 
stitious that they let the priests bamboozle them 
with hellfire and heaven, but then, some of the 
preachers are honest and don’t know any better 
themselvs. The tax exemptions are the work of the 
people, and the clergy hav just as good right to vote 
as the stupidly superstitious or knavishly dishonest 
politicians who enacted the law. As for soldiers— 
who has a better right to vote than the man who is 
defending his country? And the beggars—well, 
that hits our friends the preachers again, but isn’t 


there & text somewhere that the poor shall inherit 


the earth—and when they inherit it let them rule it. 
- e 


Ancient Men and Ancient Religions. 

Another Southern subscriber has applied for in- 
formation, this time for the benefit of the clergy. 
Mr. H. T. Ward, of Ooaling, Ala., writes: 

** Will you giv me the best authorities on pre-Adamic man, 
and on a religion older than the Bible purportsto be? I told 
a minister we had evidence of men and religion older than 
described by the Bible. He said he wanted to see it; that 
he was well read in geology and history and had never seen 
anything of it. He wanted the evidence to be as 8 authentic 
88 the Encyclopedia Britannica." 

Without making any reflections upon the reverend 
gentleman’s general lack of information upon a subject 
he claimed to be “read in,” we will note some facts and 
opinions bearing on the subject ; and, as he thinks the 
Encyclopedia Britannica will convince him, let us 
first quote that eminent authority; after premising & 
few things. 

The Bible account of creation we will assume to be 
familiar to our clerical friend. That account givs 
the beginning of the world—according to accepted 
Christian chronology—as about six thousand years 
ago. The human race is supposed to be descended 
from a single pair—Adam and Eve—created specially 
by God. If this is not sc—if the earth is older and 
has been peopled more than six thousand years; and 
if the human race is not descended from Adam and 
Eve, then the well-read minister is in error. 

.'The article on Geology in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica occupies pages 189 to 324, and it is there- 
fore impossible, in the limits of an editorial, to quote 
it entire. But we may, perhaps, afford our friend’s 
clerical friend some hints of its contents. “Geology,” 
begins Professor Archibald Geikie, the writer of the 
article, “is the science which investigates the earth. 
Geology shows that the present races of plants and 
animals are the descendants of other and very differ- 
ent races which once peopled the earth. It teaches 
that there has been a progress of the inhabitants, as 
well as one of the globe on which they dwell.” 
This progress of life the geologists hav divided into 
periods, as follows: 

“I. Archean Time.—The beginning, including a very long 
era without life, and, finally, that in which appeared the 
earliest and simplest forms of plants and animals. 

“II. Silurian Age, or Age of Invertebrates.—The animal 
life consisting distinctivly of Invertebrates. 

“IM. Devonian Age, or Age of Fishes.—Fishes, a division 
of Vertebrates (the earliest of which had appeared before 
the close of the Silurian), the dominant race. 

“TY. Carboniferous Age, or Age of Acrogens, and emi- 
nently also the Age of Amphibians.—Characterized by Coal- 
plants, which were chiefly of the tribe of Acrogens, a tribe 
that then had its grandest exhibition; and in animal life, by 
the earlier Reptils, belonging mostly to the lower division, 
Amphibians. 

“V. Age of Reptils.—Reptils the dominant race. 

* VI. Tertiary Age, or Age of Mammals.—Mammals the 
dominant race. 

* VII. Quaternary, or Age of Man." 

These periods, of course, are not distinct, but over- 
lap each other. The time of each geologists do not 
pretend to giv. They call them “vast periods,” 
“enormously remote epochs,” “ myriads of ages,” 
eto., eto, which indicate millions of years. Man 
began in the Vertebrate type in the prone or hori- 
zontal fishes, and completed his career, as we now 
see him, in the “ Recent or Human Period," as Geikie 
calls it, known as the Quaternary (or Post-tertiary) 
age. By the discovery of human bones and imple. 
ments manufactured by man it has been established 
that man has existed on the earth for many, many 
thousands of years. Some scientists, like Sir Will- 
iam Thompson, say one hundred thousand ; others, 
like Denton, say hundreds of thousands. Most of 
them prefer not to speculate on the subject. But 
one thing is most positivly asserted by all—that six 
thousand years is not a moment in comparison with 
the years that hav elapsed. Baldwin says: “It is 
now as certain as anything else in ancient history, 
that Egypt existed as a civilized country not less 
than five thousand years earlier than the birth of 
Christ” (Prehistoric Nations, p. 32). But this is 
nearly one thousand years before the creation of man, 
according to Genesis ; yet Egypt was then a civilized 
country. Lenormant, in his “ Manual of the Ancient 
History of the East,” though anxious to make his read- 
ers believe that the Bible and history are in perfect har- 
mony, acknowledges that ‘undoubtedly, positiv facts 
prove that the antiquity of man on the earth is much 
greater than has been inferred from an inexact and 
too narrow interpretation of the biblical narrativ" 
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(Manual, p. 39) He places the first dynasty of 
Egyptian kings at 5004 B.o., or one thousand years 
before the creation of man, according to Genesis 
(Manual, p. 197). Sir Oharles Lyell (Antiquity of 
Man, p. 204) givs usa period of more than a hundred 
thousand years from the present, for the time when 
the primitiv men of France lived, whose remains hav 
been found in the valley of the Somme, with those 
of extinct elephants, lions, bears, hyenas, .eto. 
Ansted, in his “ Earth's History,” says, “It would ap- 
pear that the lowest human remains must be of a date 
carrying us back a quarter of a million of years” 
(Earth's History, p. 185). Page tells us, “ There is 
the amplest evidence of man having been an inhabit- 
an} of western Europe for ages preceding the popu- 
larly received chronology” (Man: Where, Whence, 
and Whither? p. 183). Broca, the anthropologist, 
says,“ Man has left traces of his existence, marks of his 
industry, and remains of his body, in geological 
strata, the antiquity of which is beyond computa- 
tion.” He adds, “ A person may easily convince him- 
self that six thousand years constitute but a short 
moment in the life of humanity” (Anthropological 
Review, 1868, p. 47). Lesley says, “My own belief 
is but the reflection of the growing sentiment of the 
whole geological world—a conviction strengthening 
every day, as you may with little trouble see for 
yourselvs by glancing through the magazines of 
scientific literature—that our race has been upon the 
earth for hundreds of thousands of years.” 

The Encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. ii, p. 102), which 
our friend so greatly reverences, says: “It is no 
longer necessary to discuss these chronologies [Arch- 
bishop Usher’s and other theologians’), inasmuch as 
new evidence has so changed the aspect of the sub- 
ject, that the quasi-historical schemes of the last 
century would now hardly be maintained by any 
competent authority of any school. Geology, not- 
withstanding the imperfection of its results, has 
made it manifest that our earth must hav been the 
seat of vegetable and animal life for an immense 
period of time; while the first appearance of man, 
though comparativly recent, is positivly so remote 
that an estimate between twenty and a hundred 
thousand years may fairly be taken as a minimum. 
This geological claim for a vast antiquity of the 
human race is supported by the similar claims of 
prehistoric archeology and the science of culture, 
the evidence of all three departments of inquiry 
being intimately connected, and in perfect harmony.” 

We think this evidence is sufficient. If not, our 
clerical friend may refer to Lubbock’s “ Prehistoric 
Races,” or any of the dozens of works on this sub- 
ject. We particularly recommend Professor White's 
articles in the July and September numbers of the 
Popular Science Monthly, and succeeding chap- 
ters of his work on the ** Warfare of Science.” Also 
the articles on geology and anthropology in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. 

The origin of religion—the invention of deities, the 

` worship of idols, gods, and God—is involved in ob- 
scurity. Savage man invented his religious abstrac- 
tions and concrete forms of worship long before he 
had invented any method of leaving a record of them. 
It is therefore a question not of the earliest religion, 
but of the earliest records of religion. These are 
found in Egypt, India, Chaldea, and later scholars 
are beginning to find them in prehistoric America. The 
Egyptians, says Herbert Spencer, out of their primi- 
tiv ideas of gods, brute and human, evolved spirit- 
ualized ideas of gods, and finally of a god; until the 
priesthoods of later times, repudiating the earlier 
ideas, described them as corruptions. Religion has 
been a growth. As man himself has grown from 
brute to savage, from savagery to his present estate, 
so religion has grown from fetichism, worship of 
snakes, toads, idols, to its present forms. Man never 
had a decent god till he became civilized, and the 
higher the civilization the better the God. “God” 
is the reflex of man. i 

The Jewish written records go back but a few 
centuries before Christ—six or seven. ‘The Egyp- 
tians go back about four thousand years. The 
identity of the Jewish legends with those of Persia, 
Assyria, Babylonia, and Egypt shows whence they 
were derived. Especially is this true of the accounts 
of the creation and deluge. The Chinese, the Hin- 
doos, and the ancient Mexicans, too, hav legends 
similar to those found in the Old Testament in the 
book of Joshua. The Indian and Chinese records 
and religions are many hundreds if not thousands of 


yerrs older than the Jewish. The Egyptians were 
civilized centuries before the time of Moses (alleged 
to be about 1500 z.c)., and it was from them that the 
Jews obtained their monotheistic ideas. But Moses 
did not make the pentateuchal record. That was 
done by writers who lived centuries later. On these 
facts there is no difference of opinion among biblical 
scholars now, as it is quite the easiest thing in the 
world to show that the records of the Jews are later 
than those of other nations. And as the human race 
is not descended from Adam and Eve, but has been 
on the earth tens of thousands of years, so religion 
did not spring from “ God’s chosen people,” but has 
been a common phenomenon among men. The most 
plausible origin ascribed is perhaps that of Herbert 
Spencer in his “ Principles of Sociology.” An out- 
line of the various religions of the last four thousand 
years would require too much space for it to be here 
attempted. There are similarities in all of them, and 
the more modern cannot claim to be the original. If 
our friend’s clerical friend be really desirous to dig 
into this subject, we will recommend to. him a few 
books from which he will obtain the needed informa- 


tion. 
to 


New York’s Clerical Politicians. 


When the People’s Municipal League was formed 
in this city last June a clerical committee, composed 
of thirty-four preachers and priests of all denomina- 
tions, was attached. Among the names put. on this 
committee was that of Mike Corrigan, a Catholic 
archbishop who runs this burg . politically. Oom- 
menting upon this appointment, Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
said: 

“ If the committee hope that Corrigan will help to over- 
throw the rule of Tammany Hall they show themselvs totally 
unacquainted with his church and wholly unfit to take part 
in any practical affairs of life. Corrigan’s church gets all 
that can be given it through Tammany, and has no reason to 
desire a change. Neither will she divide with the Protest- 
ants. The Protestants’ legislativ stronghold is Albany, 
among the country Protestant members, to whom they owe 
all the subsidies now enjoyed by them. Rome has got New 
York, and the honor of figuring among a respectable com- 
mittee of Protestant clergy will not induce Corrigan to 
‘divvy’ the booty.” . 

It seems that it is only recently that the Catholic 
church authorities found out that Corrigan was ex- 
pected to join in the movemeat, and the vicar- 
general, Mr. T. S. Preston, who represents the arch- 
bishop while that official is in Rome, promptly asked 
that his name be left off the roll. Mr. Heber New- 
ton replied to Mr. Preston, and the reply called out 
this emphatic letter from the vicar-general : 

* The reply of the Rev. R. Heber Newton to my letter 
seems to call for a brief answer. In the first place, I do not 
agree with him that a gentleman's name may be used at any 
time without his expressed consent. Secondly, all letters 
addressed to the archbishop during his absence from the city 
hav been sent to me, and no letter asking his consent to the 
use of his name by the ‘Municipal League’ has been re- 
ceived. Had such 8 letter been received I should at once, 
in his name, hav refused consent. The very day on which I 
saw the circular of the committee I addressed my letter to 
the Sun. 

* Now, in conclusion, I assert that I hav full authority 
from the archbishop, and as his representativ I demand that 
his name shall be ‘ taken from the list’ of the committee of 
clergymen. This I do with all politeness, but with decision, 
while, a8 before, I. make no comment upon the purposes of 
the league or the purity ofits intentions. Very respectfully, 

** Tomas S. Preston, Vicar-General. 

* St, Ann’s Church, New York, Aug. 25, 1890.” 

The committee of clergymen were very foolish to 
think that the Catholic church is dissatisfied with 
the present political status in this city; and if they 
really did think so, it shows them to be utterly in- 
competent to deal with general affairs. Tam- 
many Hall is the secular end of the Romish church, 
and for Corrigan to work against it would be to work 
against himself. The Hall, when in power, givs the 
Romish church every penny it can from the public 
treasury, and Tammany offiseholders contribute 
every month from their private salaries to the force 
which none know better than they gave them their 
positions. 

Nothwithstanding the defection of the archbishop, 
however, we are going to hav religion in politics this 
fall. The managers of the Committee of Clergymen 
hav officially announced that the work of the commit- 
tee “ promises to be of the most practical kind." In 
support of this announcement the statement is made 
that “for the purpose of the campaign the churches 
are being regarded like so many political clubs." 
The members of the churches * will be asked to dis- 
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tribute the campaign literature, which is now being 
prepared for the purpose of showing in detail the cor- 
ruption of the present city government. Municipal 
reform clubs are being rapidly organized in different 
congregations, and their activity will be utilized in " 
connection with the regular work done by the com- 

mittee on enrollment.” About the middle cf this 

month, too, *a monster meeting of all the clergy of 
the city, without regard to denomination, will be he!d. 

An address, which is now being prepared by Dr. 

Howard Orosby, and the committee of which he is 

the chairman, will be laid before this meeting. This 

address is designed to expresa the conviction that the 

gross abuses of the city government imperativly 
need reform, and it is a duty of the members of every 
church, whatever may be their creed or shade of be- 

lief, to unite in the work of correction. The address 

will go forth from this meeting as an appeal on the 

part of the clergy of New York to the laity to unite 
with them in the endeavor to bring about municipal 
reform. At this meeting it is proposed to discuss 
the moral and philanthropic aspects of the campaign. 
Not only are past evils to be mended, but the future 
good to be done will also be considered.” 

Just what this participation in politics of the clergy 
will do for the city it is dificult to say. A politician 
who was applied to by a reporter for his opinion was 
greatly interested. “I don’t know exactly what it 
means," said he, “ but it seems to point toward a pi- 
ously paternal government under which we shall all 
hav to go to church twice every Sunday. I once heard 
of a man so truly good that he opened oysters with 
prayer. But that is not any worse than some of the 
things that come into one’s mind in considering the 
good that may be. done by these good people when 
they get hold of the city government.” 

The “ good” that these people would do, if they 
could get hold of the city government, would be to 
put their friends in office, giv all the money they 
could to the Protestant churches, and shut New 
York up from Saturday night to Monday morning so 
tight that even prayer wouldn’t open it. “The 
interests of God’s rights” was one of the an- 
nounced principles of the movement when started ; 
and, as we said then, those who hav read ecolesias- 
tical history will hav little difficulty in understand- 
ing it. ' God's rights” are the clergy’s righte— 
their right to dictate to the people; to besupported 
by the people; to hav state funds used for their own 
purposes ; to be exempt from paying taxes; and to 
be generally high cockalorums in the community, 
dealing out punishment to their enemies, favors to 
their friends, and torture and death to Infidela and 
those who scoff at their pretensions. 

We cannot agree with the evening Post that the 
centers of intelligence are the churches, and that if 
we are ever to redeem the city from Tammany con- 
trol the Protestant clergy must lead the way. We 
do not want to swap one set of church thieves for 
another set. There never was a time or place when 
or where clergymen controled the government that 
criminal corruption and intolerable tyranny did not 
bear sway. And there is no reason to think that the 
Protestant churches would run this city any better 
than the Romish church now does. Ii is true that 
the average Protestant is more intelligent than the 
average Catholie, but intelligence used in a bad 
cause makes worse results for the victims than 
ignorance. Aud we hav never seen any indisposi- 
tion on the part of Protestant churchmen to grab all 
the cash and favors for themselvs they could. In 
this respect they hav been behind the Romaniats in 
power only. 

What this city needs is a gecular government, hon- 
estly administered, without any reference to religion 


or for the benefit of any religious sect. 
to 

Tux destructiv tornado which whirled through Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., last week cut up many curious capers. It mowed 
a swath from one to five hundred feet wide, wrecking some 
three hundred buildings, and killing twenty persons. 
** Providence,” of course, has come in for its, or his—what 
is it?—share of praise and blame for not destroying or for 
destroying. The tornado hit the leading Catholic church 
and sadly battered it, and when a pious woman remarked 
on the streets this morning, ‘‘ How wonderful are the ways 
of providence,” a sharp-tongued old Irishwoman, with a 
green handkerchief knotted about her shoulders, rejoined : 
“ Sure Oi think it was the work of the divil. Look you 
there is the church spoilt intoirely, and the brewery’s big 
chimney with never a hurt.” Recently, the more pious of 
our population hav inclined to lay these atmospheric dis- 
turbances upon God, they alleging that he is angry at the 
people for not giving more money and power to his minis- 
ters. Perhaps the old Irishwoman’s remark will now in- 
cline them to giv the devil his due. 
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Zetters fram Mriends. 


WALLA Warta, Wass., Aug. 10, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I am very much interested in the publica- 
tion of the picture book, and a subscriber here will assur- 
edly buy copies as soon as it is published. ALVIN OLSEN. 


MILLERSBURG, O., Aug. 4, 1690. 
Mz. EprroR: I think your paper is doing its work well. 
It has won its way deep into the hearts of its readers, and I 
hope it will be read by all good citizens and Freetbinkers. 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER has become a necessity to the Liberal 
càuse. It enlightens where the Bible darkens. 
: Yours truly, D. J. BOHILLING. 


SsaTrLE, Wasn., July 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eorror: I wish to inform you that a certain party of 
this city on the Fourth of July last raised a large number of 
small American flags in front of his place of business, all 
upside down but one flag, the stars at the bottom corner in. 
stead of the top. This is a specimen of some of our foreign- 
born Americau citizens of this place. Taos. WEEDEN. 


Oenrg, CAL., Aug. 21, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Please inform me by return mail, or in the 
next Trura SEEKER, why Heston's pictures are discontinued 
in the grand old Terors Szkkzz. The paper looks forlorn 
without them; it looks as if our cause was retrograding. 
Yours for truth, liberty, and pictures, Lewis Kaiser. 


[Evidently Mr. Kaiser has not read Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
very diligently, or he would know that Mr. Heston, the de- 
signer of our pictures, is sick and has gone to Colorado 
seeking to regain his health. When he finds it he will re- 
sume his labors for our readers. This, we trust, will be very 
soon.—Ep. T. 8.] 


SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ HOME, } 

Quinoy, Irr., Aug. 9, 290. 

Mz. Epiror: The catalog you sent me is going round 

among the cottages, as your papers alwaysdo. lam almost 
frantic with desire and determination to do more to over- 
throw superstition. Oh, how it disgusts me to see so many 
going to Sabbath-school to hav their pure minds corrupted. 
It seems to me that if each Liberal was as thoroughly con- 
vinced as I am of the degrading influence of the Bible 
doctrins, and as willing to assist in testifying and proving 
the same, and as willing to contribute according to his 
means, it would only be a short time before the Nine De- 
mands would be complied with, Ingersoll would be the 
acknowledged leader of the moral, religious, and intellectual 
- forces of our republic, and Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Tn- 
vestigator the leading organs of our press. ` 

Ex-Rzv. JosePa P. Maxey. 


Punra Gorpa, Car., Aug. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find $5 inclosed, for which forward 
to the above address THz TRUTH SEEKER for one year and 
the cartoon book when ready. No cartoons in the last few 
numbers. I hope nothing serious has happened to Brother 
Heston to stop his work. I think Taz TRUTH BEEKER is one 
hundred per cent better with cartoons. than without them. 
In the house that I reside in is a family of seven children, all 
baptized into the Catholic church, the mother being a Cath- 
olic, the father an Infidel. I lay Taz TRUTH SEEKERS about 
and the pictures attract the attention of the children. Then 
follows sometimes a reading of the passages annexed, which 
givs me an opening to explain to them, which, if the pictures 
were not there, I could not very well do. They, the pict- 
ures, attract the children, and it is they we want to capture 

most. I hope the pictures will not be discontinued. 
H. S. BARRETTE. 


SEATTLE, WAsH., Aug. 16, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I wish to.ask you through the columns of 
Tur TnurH SEEKER if there is any law in Illinois and 
New York compelling parents who through idleness or 
drunkenness are unable to provide for their offspring, on 
commission by the court to giv them up to Catholic reforma- 
tories. Mother Burnard and six other sisters from St. Paul, 
Minn., are about to start & place of that kind in Seattle. 
She says this is the law in all large cities. Homeless girls 
are picked up on the streets and shoved into these dives, as 

I call them. Tuomas WEEDER. 


{There is a law in New York, and we believe in Illinois 
and many other states, allowing police magistrates to com- 
mit to ‘‘ reformatories,” ** protectories,” or ‘‘ asylums,” both 
Catholic and Protestant, vagrant children, or the children of 
drunken and pauper parents. The county of New York 
pays the institutions within its limits $2 per week for board- 
ing them. So profitabla has this religious sectarian industry 
become that the institutions keep agents at the courts. In 
this city the Westchester Catholic Protectory gets about 
$250,000 per annum; the New York Juvenil Asylum (Prot- 
estant) nearly a8 much; and various smaller institutions 
sums in proportion to the business they do. What the Cath- 
olics can do in Seattle must depend on state laws and local 
ordinances. The attention of the Washington State Secular 
Union should be called to the proposed institutions.— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


GoRDONVILLE, Tex., Aug. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I noticed a little sketch in the last number 
of your excellent journal to which I hope you will allow me 
to reply, viz., a piece signed ‘‘Calvin.” The man who sleeps 
with the Bible under his pillow, as a general thing, like a 


man who sleeps with a weapon uuder his head, is one who 
has done something bad or means to. In the first instance 
he seems tO charge you with the destinies of your readers. 
Now, this I cannot comprehend—that is, how one man can 
be responsible for another’s acts or thoughts. And as 
regards his idea of cyclones, tempests, lightning, hurricanes, 
etc., I cannot see why he considers them displays of an 
angry God. Do they not injure and destroy as many 
churches as saloons and gambling-hells? Do they not 
destroy as many private residences as houses of ill-fame? 
Do they not injure and even kill a8 many innocent women 
and children as cruel and wicked men? Why, then, censure 
God with such injustice as this? Does God not know a 
church from a saloon? Does God not know women aná 
children, even innocent infants, from wicked men? Now, 
I hav not the slightest prejudice against the man at all, nor 


| am I surprised at his ideas. There are some men who c3n 


believe anything ; and I think it well to hav those restrained 
through fear of punishment or inspired through hope of 
reward, who cannot do right through principle. But for 
myself I prefer to do right from principle, regardless of 
consequences. D. J. Tuoxger, M.D. 
Byron, Minn., Aug. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Will you kindly inform me who it is that 
funishes the most rum for Africa? A Baptist minister of 
this place asgerts that it is an Infidel who is furnishing the 
rum for the heathen, and that Infidel, he said, lived in 
Boston. 

I notice a letter in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of August 9th, by 
Mr. S. P. Benton, of Bowie, Tex., in which he mentions the 
importance of the Liberals organizing a protectiv or mutual 
organization similar to the Odd Fellows, except in the God 
business. I kaow of a good many respected citizens who 
hav been kept out on the account of being obliged to tell a 
lie in order to become a member of the Odd Fellows. Speak- 
ing for myself, I can say that I do not belong to any order 
that recognizes an infinit personal God as the ruler of nations, 
etc., but would hav been in the Odd Fellowship only for the 
reasons before mentioned. I wouldbe glad to see an organ. 
ization composed of Liberals—and why not ? as we are strong 
enough, and can soon be organized if we only get to- work. 
I hope it will be agitated until the desired results hav been 
attained. W. A. JoHNsoN. 


[Rum is sent to Africa from this and other countries. We 
do not know, and do not believe the Baptist minister knows, 
the creed or lack of creed of the individuals who ship it.— 
E». T. S.J 

. CorLeaeE Pont, N. Y., Aug. 10, 1890. 

Mer. Eprror: Allow me the use of your columns set aside 
for this purpose to say a few words to Mr. A. F. Banta, who 
took the liberty to call a certain class of political economists 
** cranks and cattle, for which he has no use and which every 
Liberal citizen should despise.’ Mr. Banta thus classifies 
the promoters of the best political and social system devised, 
the Anarchists. Why I write these lines to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is, because I wish to show that among the Liberals 
there are just as narrow-minded, prejudiced, and ignorant 
people as among our opponents; it is a whole class, we 
only a few individuals. While I deeply respect the advanced 
opinions of them in regard to religious affairs, I hav only 
pity—never contempt—for their isolated position toward our 
present political strifes. l 

After reading Bennett’s letters from Ludlow street jail, in 
1879, when he was prosecuted by Republican ministers, 
judges, cabinet officers, etc., for sending alleged obscene 
writing through the United States mail; also when I think 
of the imprisonment of the noble Harman, and Heywood ; 
of the exclusion of the ‘‘ Kreutzer Sonata” by the most 
illustrious Republican postmaster-general; after reading so 
many thousands of little incidents that clearly show the 
downfall of a once great free-spirited party, now represent- 
ing priestly tyranny, sectarian bigotry, corruption, and the 
suppression of individual rights, I cannot understand how 
a Liberal has such ideas of the Anarchists. One should 
think the present evil should at least make a Liberal think 
and try to find its cause. It is beyónd my comprehension 
how a Liberal can consistently vote for either the Republican 
or Democratic party, especially for the first. 

Mr. Banta and his class undoubtedly know that the bad 
Anarchists want to overthrow the ‘ holy ” Constitution of 
the United States, which they deem a most fearful crime, 
notwithstanding that the very same Constitution has pro- 
vided for such a venture. 

Mr. Banta says he despises the dirty Bible and its teach. 
ing—which I do too. He as well as I is of the opinion that 
the Bible is not what it claims to be. The Bible is not com- 
posed of teachings that the present world should or can fol- 
low, without returning to barbarism. Its doctrins, its ex- 
planations of geological, astronomical, and physical phenom- 
ena, are strictly opposit to the teachings of the science of the 
present time. That the Bible is full of immoral passages, of 
stupid stories, and of detrimental teachings can be proved. 
Then, we Liberals argue, the Bible teachings are not fit to 
liv by now, and consequently they never hav been. No man 
with common sense can expect that the present generation 
should liv according to rules written down by a barbarous 
race two thousand years ago. 

This is exactly the case with the Constitution of the United 
States. : 

The Constitution has outlived its use. The enforcement 
is no more connected with blessings for the people. While 
I regard said document as one of the best documents of its 
kind ever written, I am not so inconsistent as to ask 
people over à hundred years past what we are to liv by. 
Even Socialism, if enacted, probably Anarchism, will make 
room for a still better system of political economy, i 


'too. 


I hav studied carefully the protection policy, free trade 
(this latter is good), and single tax, and come to the final 
conclusion that Anarchism is the best; which I shall leave 
on the same day I shall find a better mode of reform. 

l hav come across people who paraded a similar opinion 
of the much-abused Anarchists as Mr. Banta does. On ask. 
ing what they advocate, they, the '' anti-Auarchists,” re- 
vealed to me the astonishing fact that the Anarchists want 
to kill everybody and destroy everything, use dynamite and 
nitro.glycerin by the ton. I presume Mr. Banta thinks so 
Otherwise how c&a he call mea like Speucer, Phillips, 
Bakunin, Krapotkin, Most, Tucker, Pentecost, etc., cranks 
and cattle? I will leave it to the readers if this is fair or not, 
if this is liberal. 

When a stupid boy of seventeen years I hav done the very 
same thing, and many, many times a deep feeling of shame 
overcomes me when I recollect my doings of the past. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER’S attitude toward the Spiritualists 
should be an example of fairness to Mr. Banta and his class. 
I do not term Spiritualism a fraud before I hav examined it, 
before I hav done my duty, viz., to study a question before 
venturing an opinion. If Mr. Banta will take advice, I 
recommend him the reading of Tucker’s Liberty, in Boston, 
Pentecost’s Twentieth Century, Dyer Lum’s book, '* Eco- 
nomics of Anarchy.” After a careful perusal of such litera- 
ture he may utter an opinion. But even if he dislikes the 
Anarchistic method of evolution, I hope he will express his 
dislike in à more gentle manner. . 

A representativ Republican journal, also a first.class 
illustrated weekly, Frank Leslies, of New York city, brought 
out an article some weeks ego entitled, ‘‘ Objections Against 
the Enactment of Nationalism [Socialism]." There you will 
find the passage (I quote from memory, the meaning is 
the same): ‘‘Most Americans hav heretofore identified 
Socialism with Nihilism, viz., the destruction of everything 
save the followers of Nihilism. But Socialism has no more 
to do with arson, murder, or theft than Christianity has with 
the Inquisition. Socialism is simply a modern theory of 
reforming the present condition of public welfare.” 

Now, I see the time when newspapers will be forced by 
public opinion, by the spreading of wisdom and knowledge, 
to own that Anarchism has nothing to do with crims either. 

Meanwhile I hope the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER will 
investigate for themselvs the merits of the two great political 
questions of the present time, Socialism (Nationalism) and 
Anarchism. HERMAN Buonzs, Jg. 


Kent, O., Aug. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Evitor: Catholicism reared in the world a temple of 
such magnitude as was never before seen. So gaudy was 
it, and so filthy, and so infested with sin-pedlers, at the close 
of the fifteenth century, that Brother Martin Luther said of 
Sin-hawker John Tetzel: '*God helping me, I'll make. a 
hole in his drum." Brother Martin not only made a hole 
in Tetzel's drum, but he put.a charge of dynamite in this 
great temple of the church of Rome and demolished that 
end of it extending into western Europe. Catholic devotees 
patched up the wrecked building as best they could, while 
others gathered up the most prominent fragments of the old 
scattered temple and began constructing after their own: 
ideas of ‘‘improvement.” Among these constructors may 
be named Episcopalians and Presbyterians. If you will 
examin Carefully these last named you will find that the cells 
are bespattered with “the blood of the faithful," and the 
floors stained with ‘‘the gore of heretics,” quite a quantity 
of which has been shed since the reconstruction. The gen- 
eral structure of these edifices has very little attraction 
outside of curiosity, as they are composed, evidently, from 
material prepared by pagan hands. To be a worsbiper in 
one of these is to freeze your soul, as there is nothing taught 
there which fires à human heart. To dwell in one of thése 
temples would result in destroying your ‘‘ mind’s eye,” as 
the little light that might come through their imperfect 
windows is excluded, such windows being hung full of the 
“ cobwebs of past ages." In these days, the masses worship 
not in these temples, but many hav thought it wise to gather 
up some of the old lumber and build therewith ‘‘a house 
unto the Lord their God.” Such a huge pile of old trash 
was there to select from that a fellow can pick out just what- ` 
ever suits his make-up; for example, a ‘‘ Hardshell Baptist? 
can find the hardest kind of material; hard enough to make 
partitions to exclude the noblest souls on earth; hard 
enough to construct banjos and harps to be played on to 
the glory of God because your mother, or sister, or infant 
child is roasting in hell! As to soft lumber, you can find 
anything to suit the softness of the individual, and as to 
rottenness, the old lumber pile has been culled all over for 
that kind, and from it hav been constructed a great variety 
of miniature temples, all whitewashed without and painted 
within, but underlaid with dead men’s bones and all 
manner of uncleanness. 

To lay aside this truthful but unpleasant description of 
these temples, I will remark that, for years, worshipers in 
various of the foregoing temples insisted that the Lord had 
designed me to bea preacher. Four’ different sects kindly 
offered to educate me for the ministry, če., each one 
supposing that afterward I would minister to their sect. 
Yes, they really desired to furnish me with the tools. 
These theological tools consist principally of a few ancient, 
rusty saws (dead languages) and a variety of old theolog- 
ical clawhammers. It takes a fellow from four to ten years 
to get the hang of the saws (Greek, Latin, and Hebrew), 
and then it takes about the third of the rest of his life to 
keep them filed up. But very few ever use these saws after 
they know how, excepting professors and D.D.’s, and 
these seldom ever use them for any other purpose than 
to hack one another’s shins. As to the clawhammers (doc- 
trins), they hav been used mostly to knock knowledge out of 
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the worldling's head and faith into it, aad to pound one | could not cope with orthodoxy because it was afraid of sub- 


another at intervals. No, thanks; I'd rather not use such 
tools nor spend my time in building useless temples out of 
rotten and filthy lumber. i | 

To lay aside jesting, my desire is to ‘help keep in repair 
this great and glorious temple erected to the goddess of 
Liberty. 'This grand temple, the American republic, was 
erected by Paine, Jefferson, Washington, and other states. 
men, by the aid of the Revolutionary army, backed by the 
loyalty of the thirteen colonies. It became necessary for the 
Union army to throw itself around this magnificent edifice 
to save it from destruction planned by pope, priests, and 
Protestant monarchies. But, alas! this superb and world. 
renowned place of worship has become infested with 
money.changers, vice-propagators, and Jesuitical spies, and 
you may soon be aroused by an expiosion which shall blow 
your fair temple into oblivion. 

I hav had several calls to deliver my lecture, ‘ The 
Foreign Element and its Dangers to the American Republic," 
and Iam now contemplating spending. the fall and winter in 
that work provided patriotic friends will open the door that 
I may enter and labor. The expense attending this need be 
but very little, as I wish to arrange to lecture every night or 
day in the week, including Sundays. All I ask is, that my 
expenses be paid from place to place and I be paid 
$2 a day for my labor. Railroad facilities are such there 
need not be a day lost. I hav no time for loafing; 
life with me is & reality, and as all kinds of plots are laid 
against the republic, I would like to do what little I can 
for its support. I wish to strike those points where the 
most foreigners are located, 7.¢., those who understand 
English. The lecture, dealing with government as it does, 
is not calculated to make the foreigner angry, as rudely and 
unwisely attacking his religion does, but is calculated to 
open his eyes to the enslaving power which is about to fall 
on him and the nation at large. Foreigners, even Catholics, 
are not so satisfied in their bondage as some Liberale 
seem to think. I speak from positiv knowledge, for 
twenty-five years of my early life was spent in Britain, 
and I know how the foreigner feels, and am convinced that 
8 fearless, candid, and respectful presentation of this great 
question will help in liberating many from popish thralldom, 
and in starting that patriotic fire which is so necessary. 

Ishall probably start in northern Ohio, &nd move thence 
into Michigan. I write this to hear an expression from 
Liberals. All who think the subject suited to their neighbor. 
hood will please write me at once, so that I can commence 
mapping out my route of fall work. Yours in love of my 
adopted country, Joun. Davey. 


Eav Crame, Wis., Aug. 17, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: If I did not believe the subject of this let- 
.ter to be transcendently important there are many rea. 
.80ns why I should not write about it. But to my thinking 
the great question of the hour for Liberals is whether 
such writers as E., H. Heywood and Moses Harman should 
be vigorously encouraged, and & profound conviction that 
the Liberal cause is s'aked upon the battle they are 
fighting is what impels me to show reasons for so moment. 
ous & conclusion. Let me be understood. I am neither 
professing entire azreement with the views of sexual mo- 
rality advanced by the writers, nor professing to know ex- 
actly what their views on this great subject are, nor even 
to know if they hav any in common. What they are fight. 
ing for is the right to discuss the subject. What I mean to 
say is that the Liberal cause is staked on their success in 
maintaining that right; and that all hesitancy, evasion, 
timidity, all talking for that right with buts and ifs and ands, 
deserves at the present crisis to be regarded as either clear, 
down cowardice or equally pernicious want of judgment. If 
a Liberal dislikes the language some of them use, or if he 
disapproves of their theories, the time is unsuitable for say- 
ing so. They are in prison for this language and these 
theories; and the only question which concerns us as Liberals 
is whether we will stick up for the right of sincere men, 
pure in their own lives, and accused by their enemies of 
nothing else than words, to advance even theories of which 
we disagree even in language which we disapprove, or 
whether we want a censorship of the press. Now, I per- 
fectly understand that there can be two opinions on this 
point. I£I did not know, both a priori and from experience, 
that there are opponents of ecclesiastical privilege and even 
of Christianity, who think that sentiments which they con- 
ceive unfavorable to chastity expressed in terms which 
offend their notions of delicacy are proper subjects for civil 
penalties, I should not be writing this. My contention is 
that such Liberals are most seriously mistaken. Observe, I 
do not say they are mistaken in their views upon the nature 
of either chastity or decency. The law, which is one thing 
in Wisconsin ana quite another in Michigan, shall be the 
standard of chastity; the fashion, which is one thing now 
and was quite another fifty years ago, shall be the standard 
of propriety, for the purpose of this discussion. But that 
Liberalism which makes any moral rule too efnphatic to be 
argued, any social convention too sacred to be left unguarded 
by & Comstock club, is recreant to the great principles of 
Liberalism which override all others—the principle that 
truth has nothing to fear from error, and the principle that 
abuse of free speech is a much less evil than the denial of 
free speech. Asa punishment for this recreancy such Lib- 
eralism never fails to prove a feeble, useless negation. 
In Denmark about fifty years ago Liberalism was far 
stronger jn appearance than it is now in America. Members 
of the legislature proposed to convert the churches into 
scientific schools. Ministers lectured every Sunday on such 
subjects as artificial manuring. All this fair promis passed 
away. The encyclopedias state, and I can easily believe, 
that Danish Liberalism died of its own shallowness. It 


‘kinds of grists ever since I can remember. 


jects in which the average man is interested, while ortho- 
doxy is not. Just such will be the end of American Liberal- 
ism if it proves anothersuch a weakling. The thing resolves 
itself into this—either science tends to a higher morality 
than that of superstition or it does not. If it does not, then 


the morality of superstition is good enough with- 
out it. If it does, then this higher morality 
must be demonstrated in the only way it can 


be consistently with the first principles of Liberalism— 
that is, by leaving every fool at liberty to ventilate his folly 
and every wise man to refute it. Those Liberals, therefore, 
who take pains to wash their hands of Mr. Heywood's 
opinions or expressions, while neglecting to hit out for all 
they are worth at his persecution on account of these 
opinions or expressions, are aiding to inflict on Liberalism & 
mutilation which would prove fatal. They are assisting the 
movement in favor of ignorance; a movement which in- 
cludes God in the Constitution, Sunday laws, Jasperian 
astronomy in schools supported by taxation, and which if it 
could hav full sway would restore all that was narrow, pro- 
vincial, and mediocre in the Puritan regime, without repro- 
ducing the virtues of that obsolete social state. I can im- 
agin nothing more monstrous, no more mermaid or centaur- 
like combination of all the evils of hypocrisy and all the evils 
of profiigacy, than the external disciplin of the Blue Laws 
in a modern city like New York. There are other Liberals 
who are stealing the livery of morality to serve the devil of 
Comstockery in another way. They admit Mr. Heywood’s 
right to discuss questions of high moment in the manner 
which he finds to giv his thought the freest utterance, but 
they abuse him for making them trouble. They say he 
“loads down Liberalism with unnecessary burdens.” They 
prophesy that his persecution will end in ‘‘a general attack 
all along the line.” This is exactly the kind of light which 
some enthusiasts hav proposed extracting from cucumbers. 
Do these timorous souls imagin that if we let the Comstock. 
gang alone they will let us alone? Bosh! When D. M. 
Bennett was imprisoned by the gang all discussion of sexual 
matters was ‘‘ obscene.” Now the gang dare not prosecute 
on that charge except for using language which they can 
represent as gross. They hav been forced back to a position 
too illogical to be maintained, for, as Macaulay says, whether 
a particular thing shall be designated by a plain noun. sub. 
stantiv, or & circumlocution is a mere matter of fashion, with 
which morality has nothing whatever to do. He alone loads 
down Liberalism with unnecessary burdens who would 
saddle it with the incompatible obligations of keeping step 
to the music of progress and avoiding the omnibuses of 
stupidity. A general attack along the line is what we want; 
for it is what will teach these weak-kneed invertebrates that 
they must fight or die. Nothing for years has happened 
which pleased me so much as the recent attempt to exclude 
Frank Leslie's Weekly from the mails as an immoral publica- 
tion, because it contained one of Ella Wheeler’s erotic effu- 
sions. When journals like Frank Leslie's begin to feel the 
pressure, we shall soon bid Brother Comstock an everlasting 
adieu. But as.long as he only dared to persecute a few 
Radical publishers, the average Yankee money-maker was 
content {to let them suffer, not perceiving that the Puritan 
bigots would next be annoying himself. The average 
Yankee must be taught that his own liberties are bound up 
with ours! When he learns that, the fight is won. Hur- 
rah, I say, for whoever helps to get the average Yankee once 
more in a corner, where he slways proves a lion, though out 
of it he is only a cat. C. L. Jamas. 


Sr. Josern, Miom., Aug. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: In the last number of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
just received I find many articles and letters written for and 
against our condemned brothers in Freethought, who are 
now serving out the penalty for what has been adjudged a 
crime against the laws of our land. It is not my purpose to 
write in condemnation of either them, the law, or those who 
sat in judgment to determin them either guilty or innocent. 
I can see for myself the defects in these writers, and in the 


law and the judges that sentenced them; but as I am chock- 


ful of charity for all, I wish to giv my view of the situation 
of affairs in general, and ask that all those who see things in 
a different light from what I do, will extend the same charity 
of feelings to me. I take the ground that each and all are 
creatures of circumstances, entirely, and just what we are 
from inherent qualities, parental teachings, scholastic educa- 
tion, experience, thoughts that come to us uncalled and with- 
out warning, contact with others, etc., these all together be- 
ing what I term education in its broadest sense. As all of 
these are different in different individuals, so is each one of 
us different from any Other, yet may be much alike in the 
main. I write this knowing that many, even of our Free- 
thought associates, will call me crazy, and so I may be; but 
if so, circumstances hav caused it, for I would not be so of 
my own good will. It has taken much study and reasoning 
to open my eyes to this (to me) fact. A brother interposes 
and says, ‘‘ Why, are you a machine, to grind by others 
turning?” I answer, ‘‘ Yes, if they can turn me, I am just 
such & machine." But the point is, they must produce better 
argument and reasoning.than what I now possess, or they 
will fail to turn the machine. I hav been grinding different 
When a child I 
ground corn cob.and all to feed an orthodox God who lived 
up in the sky. As I grew older I fed the same God, but 
higher up in the planets millions of miles away. I then 
ground shelled corn in an astronomical mill, and as geology, 
the different branches of mathematics, etc., improved my 
intellect, I was able to grind better feed, until I am now try- 
ing to use the roller process to grind the finest of flour, to 
serve to the highest god that my advanced thoughts can im- 


agin; for I hav long since lost sight of the old two-by-four 
orthodox God in the lower sky, and am searching for one in 
the eternal laws of nature—one of purity, charitable in the 
extreme, honest in every. particular; one that will giv to 
every child of creation all that it is possible for him to obtain 
from the circumstances of his control. I fail to find a God 
of omniscience or omnipotence, for I see God has done and 
is doing everything by natural laws and forces, and while so 


‘doing cannot make us happy without a counteracting sorrow 


—cannot giva rose without a thorn, a day without night, 
etc.—but is doing the very best he-can under the circum- 
stances that control him. 

So with man. I aman American, because I was born in 
America. If born in Ireland, I should hav been an Irish- 
man, with a!l the brogue, the mother-wit, the love for my 
mother country, the hatred for “old England;” and if born 
of Catholic parents, I should probably hav been & Catholic 
with a desire to kiss the pope’s great toe. If I had had In, 
dians for parents, I should hav been & pappoose when young 
and now a great big buck Indian. But I am just what Iam, 
controled by the forces of desires and restraint, whichever 
proves the strongest, and it I ever want money badly enough, 
and the restraining power of respect for myself and my fam- 
ily shall prove too weak to restrain me, I may be founda 
criminal behind the bars of & felon’s cell. Such, however, I 
hope will not be the case, and to my present mind it looks 
far off. I might commit suicide, but my desire to liv is 
much stronger than to die, consequently I am in no danger, 
unless the conditions of my control are changed by some 
now unseen circumstances. As this is the case, I am glad 
I hav lived in an age when we dare think for ourselvs and 
hav had 80 many good and great thinkers, with the power of 
“controled fear," who dared let their thoughts be known, 
for thus we become educated, and learn to despise the little, 
mean, low, debased creature that Moses has described as a 
God, and séek one of greater and nobler attributes, who is 
at least no lower than man, and as much higher as our feeble 
minds can imagin. 


Thus we find that Messrs. Harman, Heywood, Reid, and 
company are men of circumstances, who hav by study and 
8 desire to know and think for themselvs, risen above the 
meaner ones in the lower scale of thought; who hav made 
no study of actual life, but who by circumstances hav been 
wafted into a different channel of thought and hav adopted 
the reform of the law as a profession, and imagin that none 
but tbemselvs hav minds of their own, the power or right to 
think or act for themselvs. 


I hav in the same dish of charity enough for those of our 
Liberal friends who are il-Liberal to all except those who 
think as they do. In fact, I am so charitable that I can be- 
lieve every minister, priest, Theist, Atheist, Spiritualist, 
Materialist, Socialist, Anarchist, and all other honest per- 
sons, real men, with the same right to liv and think for 
themselvs that I hav, aud I think just as much of a good 
man of a different belief or opinion from my own as if he 
thought as I do. And I would not turn my hand over to 
convert them to my views, only as I can do so by good 
argument and by showing them where they are wrong. By 
such, I giv one turn to their machine and help them grind & 
different kind of feed, that enables them to taste a diet that 
suits me so well. We are often told that it will do to talk 
no free will to children, for they are not responsible for their 
actions, but men are responsible for every act. If this is 
true, please tell me just when one leaves childhood for man- 
hood. ‘Our law says we are men at twenty-one years of age. ` 
Now, how much more do we know the day after we become 
of age than we did the day before? Is it not a fact that we 
never become men in the true sense of the word, but are 
simply older children when fifty than at fifteeen years of 
age? If this is not true, please say why we do not all know 
just as much and the same at maturity? Why did not our 
forefathers know as much 88 we, and why cannot we know 
as much as those who will liv after us? 

I once joined a certain Society of Agnostic Moralists, but 
dropped them as soon as I found that they thought them- 
gelvs a little more pure and holy than a certain class of peo. 
ple who believe that they hav found evidence of existing 
Spirits, disembodied, and which continue to liv hereafter. 
Now,Iam no Spiritualist (I wish I could see the evidence), 
but I believe Spiritualists as a class are justas honest and 
intelligent as I am, and as I wish the right to think and 
believe for myself I am willing to extend the same right to 
Others. 

What we want, in my opinion, is honest men and women 
who are wiling to seek and know the truth and no; turn 
from that which may seem to them absurd until they test the 
same fully, and even then not condemn othera for seeing or 
thinking what they themselvs hav failed to do. For our 
thinking or wishing a thing so does not make it true. We 
need sympathy for the greatest criminals that ever lived; 
not that we can sanction their doings, but that we may ex- 
tend the hand of pity to them, for some cause has made them 
just what they are, and if we must take their life (which I 
cannot sanction) to keep them from committing more crime 
and to ** educate ” others not to follow their examples, let us 
take it the very easiest way possible, and that not revenge- 
fully but with pity and a sense of sorrow that they were so 
unfortunate as to become criminals to the law of justice. 
Remember, no one wishes to be & criminal, neither has any- 
one the least desire to do wrong, but circumstances of temper, 
want, lust, envy, jealousy, or some one or more of the 
meaner attributes of man's nature, hav by degrees, or per- 
chance of & sudden, overpowered his better desires and led 
him to do as he otherwise would not. But Iam writing too 
much, and feel that many of our Liberals and Freethinkers 
will point the finger of shame toward me, but I must answer : 
If I hav more charity than thou, my better nature and study 

hav caused it, and I am not to blame. A. D. Swan, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be ssnt. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren'g Hour.” 


Cradles White. 


The evening primrose dainty white 
Grew on a branching stem, 

Within whose four white satin walls 
Pale moths had sheltered them ; 

With fragrant curtains folded round 
Each looked a dewy gem, 


I counted one in every cup 
So like a life-boat small, 

While tossed npon the morning breeze 
No waxen shell might fall; 

The south wind brought a lullaby 
And fairy dreams to all. 


Get up! get up! you sleepy sprites, 
The men are in the corn; 

A-plowing down the shining rows 
Where song of bees is borne, 

And never roses bloomed so fair 
As these this summer Morn. 


Come out ard hear the little birds: 
These pretty birds of mine, 
A-swaying in the willow tree 
That bears a creeping vine; 
And all the air is filled with song 
That makes the morning fine. 
Clearwater, Neb. Maer Bargo FINON. 
—— 
A Yaeation Song. 
I hav closed my books and hidden my slate, 
And thrown my satchel across the gate. 


My school is out for a season of rest, 
And now for the school-room I love the best. 


My school-room lies on the meadew wide, 
Where under the clover the sunbeams hide; 
Where the Jong vines cling to the mossy bars, 
And the daisies twinkle like fallen stars. 


"My lesaons are written in clouds and trees, 
And no one whispers, except the breeze, 
Who sometimes blows, from a secret place, 
A stray, sweet blossom against my face. 


My school bell rings in the rippling stream, 
Which hides itself, like a 8chool-boy's dream, 
Under 8 shadow and out of sight, 

But laughing still for its own delight. 


My school-mates there are the birds and bees, 

And the saucy squirrel, less wise than these, 

For he only learns in all the weeks 

How many chestnuts will fill his cheeks. 
eee 


Reasoning Faeulties of Animals. 


Dear Youne Farenps: Reasonable prin- 
ciples are all that giv excellence to morality 
or religion. That forgetfulness of self which 
makes & patriot better than an ordinary man, 
is all that dignifies our nature, or, a8 some 
will havit, ' raises us above the brute crea- 
tion "—wait a moment: the devotion of all 
animals to their young is one proof of the ex- 
istence of that pity and tenderness which, 
though so humbly displayed, is the same 
which in the hearts of the hum»n race lies at 
the foundation of all true benevolence. 

Birds often .manifest friendship for each 
other. A caged robin will hav many a friend 
to bring its food, offered kindly, with a kind 
glance and musical chirp. 

With regard to business qualities, animals 
are ingenious and capable. Monkeys can use 


They made great use of the lotus flowers 
at their festivals. Esch guest was given 4 


| 
| 
{ 


The Classified Boy. 
“You say," said Mr. Brown to his son 


lotus, just as a rosebud is sometimes put in & Jack, “that Mr. Perkins has a son in your 


finger bowl. 
the feast was given were decorated with them. 
Fancy one of our rooms decorated and filled 
with our lovely white pond lilies, then you 
can bav some idea of the beauty of these 
Egyptian festivals. 

The lotus was also regarded as a symbol of 
life by the ancient Egyptians. They sowed 
its seed by wrapping it in clay, and then 
throwing it into the water. The beautiful 
“ rose lily," or sacred lotus, is said to grow 
no longer by the Nile. But it may still be 
seen carved upon its ancient temples. 

It was the people who lived in upper Egypt 
who took the lotus for their emblem. Those 
in lower Egypt chose the papyrus—a reed 
which grows in the valley of the Nile. 
From its inner bark paper was first made. 
The lotus is still held asa sacred flower by 
many eastern nations.— Little Men and Wo. 


men. 
— eorom 


What Are Orchids? 

What is an orchid? A plant whose home 
is in the tropical forests, and yet a plant 
which is not dependent for its sustenance 
upon the earth or water in their visible forms. 
Itisa curiosity of the vegetable world, which, 
perched in the air, sends out its long, search- 
ing roots and draws its nourishment from the 
atmosphere. Ethereal in its nature, so far as 
this characteristic is concerned, it is very 
substantial in the valuation which its owners 
and raisers place upon plants of rare varie- 
ties. 

According to the Boston Advertiser, ex. 
perts in this branch of horticulture say that 
some fine roots are well worth $5,000 each, 
and some hav been held at even higher fig. 
ures. Their rarity, the difficulty with which 
they are propagated, the exquisit delicacy, 
strange forms, and great variety of blossoms, 
are the reasons given for these extraordinary 


values. 
——— — —-4————————— 


Mr. Armour and the Bootblack. 

A bootblack walked into the office of Mr. 
Armour. He had none of his outfit with him, 
but the bootblack was stamped in his face 
and allover him. He went to the gate where 
a guard stands between his post and the 
greatest packer in the world. 

** W'ere'8 de old man ?” asked the urchin. 

The guard told the boy to get out. 

“ You tell de old man dat I want to see 
him. I want to seehim alone. I don’t want 
to bodder you nor de ole man. But I want 
to see de ole man, an’ I want to see him right 
off.” 

Mr. Armour at his desk overheard the 
ragged one’s request. ‘‘ Let that boy come in 
here,” he called to the young man at the 
gate. There were no preliminary compli- 
ments. 

“ Say,” spoke the urchin, ‘‘I took a nap 
out dere in de alley, and w'ile I was asleep 
some © dem kids from the board o! trade 
come along and swiped [stole] my kit an’ I'm 
short, I want ter borrar a dollar to buy me 
8 kit and I'll pay you back on de 'stallment 
plan. See?” 

Mr. Armour handed the boy two silver 


a lever as well as a man, and elephants hav 
been seen propping up heavy barrels inclined 
to fall. I hav often seen dogs fling themselvs 
forcibly against a gate to open it. Sir John 
Lubbock saw ants throw grains of sugar from 
a high place to a party below, who quickly 
carried them off. Ants, seeming to be intent 
on business, appear to stop as they meet for 
a kiss or shake of the hand. 

I was present once at an indignation meet- 
ing of honey-bees, whose anger was aroused 
by a mistake of mine. I struck a humble. 
bee accidentally with & pencil and caused 
him to fall to the ground, where he lay sense- 
less for a moment. 

Instinct is said to be a safe guide for man 

` or angel. But the human race hav the priv- 
ilege of being conscious of those delicious 
steps each One of which brings to our genses 
a new and delightful fragrance from the fields 
of knowledge. ALHAZA. 

Lexington, Ky., Aug. 18, 1890. 

rin 


The Sacred Lotus, 

If you hav ever seen a bright pink pond 
lily then you know how the sacred lily, or 
lotus, of Egyptlooked. Some one who wrote 
about this lovely flower many years ago 
called it the “ rose lily.” 

'The flowers of the eacred lotus were offered 
to their gods by the Egyptians, and its lovely 
form was painted and carved upon their 
temples. 


dollars and told him to go. But the boy 
handed back one of the dollars and said : 

*Idoan want but one. I'm goin’ to pay 
it back, and dere's no use © à man goin’ in 
deeper'n his head. I allus keep my head 
above de water.” 

The truth of the above story is vouched 
for by one who saw the scene and overheard 
the conversation.—Chicago Tribune. 

—_— 1 a aaħŘħŘħĖĂ 
The Potato Game, . 

Belect potatoes of average size and oblong 
rather than round. Place them on the floor 
about a foot apart in two rows three or four 
feet apart down the middle of the double 
parlors. Hav two soup plates at one end, and 
two silver teaspoons in the hands of the two 
who are to play the game. Each of the two 
will begin by taking up the potato farthest 
from the plate on the teaspoon, using only 
one hand, and depositing it upon the plate at 
his end of the row. Then the next potato 
must be taken up and deposited in like 
manner, and so on to the last. The one who 
gathers all his potatoes firet has the privilege 
of choosing his successors in the game. 

The fun of the play is in playing it, says 
the Christian Advocate, It takes some skill 
to balance & potato on a teaspoon and run ten 
or fifteen feet as fast as one can without 
spilling it. Of course the two who plav 
monopolize the floor, and the rest of the com- 
pany are wall-flowers, sympathetic onlookers, 


The walls of the room where  echool. 


How old a boy is he?" 

** Oh, he's only a young kid, papa.” 

“A young kid! About how old is a 
‘ young kid,’ now?” 

“ About six or seven.” ; 

“ What is a boy after he is done being a 
‘young kid ?' " 

*! Oh, then he gets to be a ‘ kid.” 

** What after that ?” 

*" Well, he's a ‘kid’ until he gets to be 
about thirteen, and then he’s a ‘ young feller,’ 
if he'a pretty big." 

** None but good-sized boys can be ‘ young 
fellers,’ eh ?" 

‘No, gir. Then they stay being young 
fellers until they’re about nineteen, and then 
they're men." 

“ Indeed! But how do you class them at 
the other end of the line? Are they always 
‘young kids’ after they are babies?” 

' Oh, no, sir. First they're ‘cubs.’ They 
don’t get to be ‘ young kids’ until they get 
out of dresses.” 

* But when," the father asked, growing 
more and more curious, ** when is a boy sup- 
posed to be a * lad?" 

‘We don't hav any lads nowadays, sir. 
We read about'em in books, but we don't 
hav any. lP've always wondered about how 
old a ‘lad? was.” i 

** But you hav ' boys,’ surely ?" 

*t Oh, yes, sir. "They're all boys, of course, 
until they get to be men. Only these are the 
different kinds of boys." 
——————— 9 -———————— 


Correspondence. 


'TTougTELOTTZ PARK, CoL., Aug. 15, 1890. 

Drar Aunt Stsan: I now take my pen in 
hand to write snother letter to Tum TRUTH 
Szexer. hoping to find you and the c:ildren 
of our Corner well, as it leaves us well at 
present. I saw my letter in the paper, and I 
hope to giv a better description of the Rocky 
mountains in this letter. We hav no trees 
here except pine and balsam trees. We hav 
lots of wild red currants here. Wehad some 
strawberries, but they were small. The tim- 
ber is full of chipmunks and squirrels. 
are eleven thousand feet high, and in winter 
time the air is so light you can hardly catch 
your breath. We will soon hav snow (next 
month), and we hav snow in May, so we do 
not hav much summer. Snow is twenty feet 
deep in some places in winter time. The 
flowers ere nearly all vanished away. Iwrote 
to Elda S. Billings, but never received an an- 
swer. I do not knowif she got it or not. 
The air is so light that cats cannot liv up here. 
There ere only three pigs in the Park. 
Miss Emma Kraft wrote me a letter; she saw 
my letter in THE Trura Szexer. I hope 
that I may hear fgom the boys and girls. I 
hav no companions here—there are no girls 
of my age at all There are a few young 
girls about twenty-two years of age, so there 
is no enjoyment here at all, only a few dances 
every two weeks. School will be out August 
22d. We are having very nice weather now, 
lots of rain, but when snow comes we shall 
not see rain till next July or August. I hav 
no pets only & little dog, and its name is Pe 
Roe. I had two kittens and they died. I 
had one £quirrel but it got out of its cage. 

From your friend, Raeopa Mason. 


Fort RANDALL, 8. D., July 26, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: l hav just finished 
reading your admirable story, ‘ All in a Lite- 
time." Allow me to express my thanks for 
the enjoyment your excellent work afforded 
me. Probably I shall never hav the oppor- 
tunity to visit the Eastern states, but being 
somewhat of a savage I hav the audacity to 
request of you the acceptance of my photo- 
graph and ask for it a place in your album, 
among the Freethinkers of the Hast. 

Whether on a hunting expedition in the 
Rocky mountains or following on the trail of 
Geronimo’s Apaches through the wilderness 
of the Sierra Madre mountains in Arizona, 
whenever the little pack-mule that followed 
us with mail arrived in ourcamp and I was 
80 lucky as to perceive a copy of the ever- 
welcome Investigator, then the hardships of 
the campaign were all forgotten for the time 
being. Eagerly Iskirmished through its col- 
umns for articles from my three favorit 
writers, če., Our late friend Seaver, Miss 
Wixon, and Otto We tstein. i 

About eighteen months ago, I left Arizona 
and came as far east as Kansas City, Mo., but 
missed to go on & visit to Rochelle, Ill., and, I 
fear Otto Wettstein will never forgiv me. 
I collected many specimens, especially among 
the larger mammals and numerous birds, eth- 
nological specimens, etc., for the National 
Museum in Washington, D. C., during very 
nearly fifteen years of my vagabond soldier 
life on the Western frontier. 

The young eagle you see on the picture, I 
shot last summer, near Fort Assinniboine, 
Montana. ‘The mounting of the bird is not as 
perfect as it should hav been, on account of 
insufficient time to perform tbe work prop- 


erly; we had at that time in Fort Assinni-: 


boine a regular typhoid fever epidemic and I 


was kept real buay almost. night and day. | 


I remain, Yours truly, Caas, RUBY. 
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A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acqnieacenoe hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of & 
thoughtless yes.—R. G, Ingersoll. 
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What Would Follow 
THE 
Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents & copy ; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


diews of the Week. 


Tre city of Perugia, Italy, has been 
injured by a tornado, which blew down four 
churches. 


In a late criminal trial at Paris a priest was 
fined for refusing to testify what a person had 
confessed to him. 


Sr. Parriox’s cathedral, New York, will! 


hav the heaviest chime of bells in the coun- 
try, weighing 80,000 pounds, and costing 


Tax religious cant with which Stanley 
larded his book has borne fruit in competi- 
tion of churches to secure him to lecture as 
an evangelical sensation. 


Cum, the richest and most prosperous of 
the South American republics, is going to the 
dogs on account of spiteful quarrels among 
its leaders and tumults of its ignorant masses. 


Tur time fixed by some observers for a 
European war is 1892, when Russia will hav 
completed the rehabilitation of her army in 
which she is engaged, and be ready to attack 
Germany or England. 


Tux youngest murderer on record is John 
Noakes, of Stoke-on-Trent, Eng., four and 
one-half years old. He has pushed three 
children into the river at different occasions, 
the last one being drowned. 


Trinity church corporation, which owns 
$145.000,000 worth of untaxed property on 
Manhattan island, is making a fierce fight 
over having to sell an old churchyard to the 
city, which asks it to create a breathing-space 
for a crowded tenement. 


Tue indignation of all civilized persons 
continues to increase at the edict against the 
Jews framed by the czar and his Orthodox 
church. The barbarity of this legislation 
has been unparalleled in European history 
since the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 


REPRESENTATIV QUINN has moved in the 
national House of Representativs that the 
committee on the judiciary inquire what leg- 
islation within the province of the federal 
government may be proper and necessary to 
prevent corporations engaged'in interstate 
commerce traffic from employing Pinkerton 
men. 


A SoorALI8TIO conspiracy has been discov- 
ered at Rome. Bombs charged with powder 
and dynamite hav been found concealed in 
the houses of workmen belonging to secret 
societies. Correspondence with foreign So- 
cialists of a dangerous character and repub- 
lican flags to be displayed in case of an out- 
break hav been seized. 


Jews hav been returning to the Holy Land | ! 


in considerable numbers, and now that they 


must leave Russia the influx into Palestine | ing 


will increase. The return of the fertilizing 
rains, said to hav been withheld since the 
Babylonish captivity, is taken as another 
sign of the revival of the Israelitish kingdom. 
Re-nationalization of the Jews will fortify 
their religious faith, but deal a sad blow to 
the Christians! custom of citing the dispersion 
of the race that crucified their savior. 


An odd controversy involving religion is in 
progress in North Plainfield, N. J. The 
Hebrew population eat no meat except that 
killed and sold to them under direction of 
their rabbi. The Jewish pastor patronizes 
the slaughter-house of Nicholas Gisser, and 
accompanies Gisser about town dealing out 
meat daily to the Hebrews. They hav been 
notifled not to peddle meat without the usual 
license, but refuse to pay it and declare that 
they will continue in their former course, 
protesting against what they term an infringe- 
ment on their civil and religious liberty. 


Ture is trouble between the Protestant 
and Romanist parties of Uganda who recently 
had to combine against the Mohammedans 
to seat their Christian king Mwanga on the 
throne. Before they combined to reinstate 
Mwanga each side took an oath that in the 
event of its securing the chief authority under 
the king, it would not molest the other party. 
In consequence of this compact, though there 
is much bad feeling, no open acts of hostility 
hav occurred between the parties. The 
Romanists, who are numerically stronger 
than their rivals, hav the ear of the king, and 
hold the best places in the government. 


Tue Mississippi constitutional convention 
is devoting nearly its whole session to invent- 
ing some scheme to secure white supremacy. 
It was prevented from adopting educational 
qualifications by the act uoder which the 
state was re-admitted to the Union. By the 
terms of that act the constitution of 1868 
shall not be changed so as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the right to vote 
as secured by that constitution, which pro- 
vides that ‘‘ no property or educational quali- 
fication shall ever be required.” The next 
device was an evasion of this regulation, in 
the form of a ‘‘ plural vote" system. ‘Though 
no one was to be denied a vote, those owning 
& certain amount of property were to hav 
an additional vote. But it was feared that 
this device could not escape the above pro- 
hibition of property qualification, and the con- 
vention is falling back on a change of the 
basis of representation from electors to coun- 
ties. . 
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Susszots or PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


Lf not, the reason why? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 
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opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 


, l THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
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ER Y-SQUARR: 


oR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern; religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


iw E Y For the benefit of our read- 
bd fat fers who preserve their papers 
f 1 we offer a new style of binder, 


¿made for the purpose, and 
Z1 Wit din THE 


- rs perfectly flat. 
taking out and replacing of one or more Papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 


other parts. 
Sent by mail, postpaid, for 81, 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 
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A Key to Bible Investigation. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph, 50 cts, 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE JAooB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lyp R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fer a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Rearen, and Is It Sufficient to 

Meet Be Needs of mankind? 

ebate between the Editor of t i 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. bepaler 
tory Letters by George J acon Bolyoake and 

olonel Ingerso. and an i 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, $ 25 pe by 
Reply to Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Ets Origin, Nature, 


A 


aud Influence, 382 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 
Whe Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
, Price, 10 cents. . 
Secularism : Bestructiv and Con- 
Siructiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 
Bible cAoraltty. Its Teachings Shown 
O be Contradictory and Defecti i 
Guide. 24 pages, Price, 10 onan BERI 
Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which fs the More Reasonable? 
24 Pages. Price, 10 cents. : 
Evoluiion and Special Creation. 
10 canis. 
24 


Saints and Sinners—Which ? 
Pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Fhe Superstition of the Christian 
sundsy: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents, 


The Glory of Unbel ef, 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 


Naiure and ihe Supernatural; or, 
Beli: fand Knowledge, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. i s 

Fhe American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
ne Obert In l1. i 
Boer pellen £orsoll) 32 pages in cover. 

Theoicgical Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 


.B. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debe te? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Tow rd Christianity, 8. Freethought and 
Mer of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Far teand Opinione. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
Hrs erm and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 

nts. 


NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED. 
Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 


necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


22 pages in 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnrHUR B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DR. HARDWIOKEs 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter IT, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter IIT, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter Iv. 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter. V. Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution : Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
eredible: Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Artand Evolution : Ohap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
&nd Future and Evolution ; Ohapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Conclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price$1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo; 75pp. 
50 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Ezitract. 
Address Taz TRUTH BzExER Oo. 


HISTORY 


F THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

Revised Edition—8 vols~—Price, $3. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKEB. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Rar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. : 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration. - New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 


and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sels 
fishness.—[Boston Post. E f 

A suggestion of a really practioable and feasi- 

ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 

The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of : 
actual possibilities.—IL Boston Traveler. 
12mo; cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 
A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL 
HISTOR 


. 


By WINWOOD READE.. 


It is really & remarkable book, in which aniver- 
sal history is “boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—[Literary World. . 

_, Xou turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving.. [inter Ocean. : 

His his ory has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, whioh reminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
{New Haven Palladium. j 

The sketok of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical write 

ng; He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—[Penn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 543pp.,$1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
£8 Lafayette PL. New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
i ( Words and Music) 
For Liberal 2nd Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN, 


PRIOR, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


* * 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy. 
sician, und the most sue- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his *'Pri- 
vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
men, suttering from that 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
Sw as the result of youthful 

$ follies, indescretions and 
excesses, It sets forth on 
External Appliention.—4. 
POSITIVE CURE. he 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be ip 
the hands of tease affiict- 
ed. 


AN 

HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
sners have been frequent- 
. ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr- FELLOWS: stands foremost in his prefes- 

sion, and it is safe to trust him."-— The National View. 


R. P. FELLOWS, 


Address, 


Dr. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J, 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second. that he fulfilis all his agree- 
ments tothe latter. Third, that he bag performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would bav been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and a 
stanch Tiberal.—TAe Better Way. 


. 574 


TAE TROTH DEEAEIR SEPIEMBER 6, 18980. 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT?! 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. | 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 
y pid Min C 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus ; 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 


Pre, - - - L 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rob'r TAYLOR. 
Price, - - - $1.50. 


THE SABBA TH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination aud Refutation of the! — 


Claims of the Sabbatarians. 
Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON. SENSE. 
By Pror. LIEBRECHT Uuicu, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical aud Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 
By Grorcs W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By Frances WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 15 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


" Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
f Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Price, - - . - 
ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP | 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 
By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. | 


| 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna ! 


and Arjuna, 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - - o 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisu. 


Price, 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 
148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 

By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - - 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 


$1.50. 


35 cenis. 


8vo, 600pp., 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
88 Lafayette Pl, NewYork, 


l Price, 35 cents. 


MANNA, 


: COMMON SENSE 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH. 


By J. L. BARKER. 
Addresa thia office, 


INFLUENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ON CIVILIZATION 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Prica, 85 cents. 


INGERSOLL IN CANADA. 
Reply to Archbishop Lynch. 
Br A. PRINGLE. 
Price. x . 


15 cents, 


Civil Rights Speech 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


With Speech of HON. FREDERICK DOUGLASS 


Price, 10 cents. 


‘Ingersoll Catechised. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY EDITOR Or San 


Franciscan. 
Price, 3 cenis; per doz., 30 cente. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


Discussion between 
COL. R. a. INGERSOLL, Hon. Frederic R 
Coudert, and Ex-Güv. Stewart L. Wood- 
ford. Before the Nineteenth 
Century Olub. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
"Price, 10 cents; per dozen, one dollar. 


INTELLEOTUAL DEVELUPMENT. 


By G. F. RINEHART. 
25 sents. 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


JEAN MESLIER. 


Abstract of. 
Paper, price, 25 cents. 


LOVE VENTURES 


Of TOM, DICK, 


AND HARRY. 


A Novel With an Affidavit. 
* And they were naked and not ashamed" (Gen. 


ié full-page French Art t lilustratio ns. Beautifully 


Illustrated Covers. 
12mo, 2:6 pages, paper, 25 centa ; boards, 50. 


Our Forefathers’ Ideas of Hell. 
Price, 5 cents. 


MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIB3. 


MONKS and THEIR MAIDENS 


Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Modern Thinker, No. 2 


The Most Advanced Speculations in Philosophy, 


Science, Sociology, and Beligion. 
160pp., pap., 50 cente. 


| MOTHER of HARLOTS. 
POPERY DISSECTED, 


By Wx. HoaaN (25 years a confessing priest). 
Paper: 5u cents; cloth. 75 


~NEW ENGLAND 


AND THE PEOPLE UP THERE. 


* A HUMOROUS LECTURE. 
By Geo. E. Macdonald. 
Price, 10 cente. 


NIBBLE AT JOHN FISKES CRUMB FOR 
THE MODERN SYMPOSIUM. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ORIGIN OF 


THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 
E 


The OUTCAST. Freəthought Story. 


By Winwoop READE. 


25 cents. 
OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY. 


By F. E. AsPINWALL, M.D. 
Pap., 252. 


RIGHTS OF MAN. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Answer to Burke’s Attack on the French 


Revolution. 
Paper; 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


PAINE THE POLITICAL and 


RELIGIOUS REFORMER. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 centa, 
For all of the ahove books address 


. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


THE TRUTH SEEKER SUME 


Príce, 25 Cents, 


SISTER LUCY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


As To New HALL Convent. — 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price; 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after me great benefactors of the races 
whose portraits are given. In- 
atituted by Aug. Comte. 


Oards, 11x14; printed on both sidos, 25 cents; on 
. two cards, 35 cent 8. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHUROH. 


J. E. REMeBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and LEnjoined by 
the Bible. 


By E. C. Waker. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Oomprenp or THE Narurat Laws or 
. ĪNDUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 

EXCHANGE. 
By J. K. InGarrs. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Seience and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODHRN, 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Bos nis, 


Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


82., 30c. per dozen, $2 per :00. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R.G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBF. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 


Festern Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT: 


By R. €. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 1/0. 


Is the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses; Joshua, 
J Judges, and the New Testament. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


PROTEST Against PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 


Price, . . 10 cents. 


Price, 


Tele- 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, RE VILLE. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
19mo; 178 pages, paper: 50 cents; cloth,75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. . 
1cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLH. 


By L. R. SMITH. 
10 cents. 


| WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


DID MAN FALL? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden 6 Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 


$5,000 REWARD. 


RAEL W. GROH, Author of ML the G 
By I of Israel the True God?" od 


Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


Bx WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - =- + =  &0cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


OF 

THE BIBLE. 
1 4. 4. PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His. 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
soripture, without comment; embodying the most 


| palpable and striking Relf. contradictions of the 


So-called i inspired word of God. 


H. Burr. 72 pager. Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. Horyoaxg. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A, HoLyYoAKE. 


10 cents. 
Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 
By A. Horvoaxr. 


19 centa. 


Price, 


Price, 


Price; 


Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLxoaAKE. 
Price, 10 vents. 


‘LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


By M. D. Conway. 
Price, - =- c 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 
Prices - - 10cents. 


THE BNEW AGE. 
10 cents. 


Price, E - 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By Mastin. 
Price, - LI ^ 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


Bx CaanrES BnADLAUGH, 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs, 
Bx B. F. Unpzrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOE UPON 
SoorzTY. 


Bx Dz. Lovis BUOHNER, Author of “ Force and 
Matter,” eto. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


10 ahi ee 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Expoté. 


By BALADIN. Price, 80 centa. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
Bx SALADIN. 
Prices - =- = 25 Oents. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. UNDEEWOOD. 
Price, .  10cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. - 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norr.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. when received, 
. hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 


ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with | 


alittle moncy the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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Bennett. .... siis Poasi 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z...... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Muman Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. W. Guild.......... 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood..................... 
62 The Jews und their God........... " 
63 The Devil's Due Bills) Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon..... 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman.. 
713 Foundations. John Syphers. .......... 
14 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett... 
5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
"6 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett..... s 
77 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett... ...... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps......... P 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson... . 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates....... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B, F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papera............... ; 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker............ 7. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
202 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


m 
NOVANTO m 


107 Lhe Safo Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. 25 Bennett... . 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus.  Bennett............ eese 
i14 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett... . 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston....... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard............... 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell............es.. 1 
of IY 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob. 
Server", sesessveneeseerseees — 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ...... i esi wa 
125 German Liberalism. Neymanun........... 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
Gerwood......... «s. "m———M sostoi 
130 Tha Uthies of Religion. Clifford....... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists...... "T 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James... 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology ........... eene 
241 Infidelity. H.W. Beecher......... 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholastic T 
749 Age of Shams......... eese "— M 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut aud 
Wakeman. ...... OEE ^n. 10 
16i What is tho Bible? M. W. H.... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer............ 
256 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Perseeutions. ........ eene cerne 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennott................. senti 
164 Bible Impeaehed. Chapman. ......... 4. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof, Else 
burg, M.D.....sccsseeneeees TEE "E 
2 Evolution: Homogersous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood.......... 
: 4 Literature of tho Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
€ Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D........ xs 
8 How Marsupiat Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. .......... eec ROO ^ LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D.......cccccsccscessseee 
18 Nibble at Professor Fislce'a Crumb for the 
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Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
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women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 
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R, B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been clected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People's Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It demands the taxation of chureh property. 


It advocates the abolition of all Jaws based on religion 


It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


^ Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 
€^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. d 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parente 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The autnoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, J 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


THE SAFEST GREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
.By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 

Extra oloth, 12m0, 238pp., $1. 

Addrots THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 
ion. 


By RIOR. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tar TRUTH SEEKER 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
acter as described in the New Testament. By Mil 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of “Hebrew Mytho!- 
apor, 8v0: 25 cents 


^ 


The Modem Scene Essayisl 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPBON. 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

andinfluence. By Rey. Joan W. Onapwiox. 

9. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
ow sung and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 

.geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Potts. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. COPE. _ 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosERT G. ECOLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JanxS A. BEIL- 
TON. ` 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BIDNEY 
SAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dz. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 


12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. 
PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Jonn W. OSADWIOK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Srazn 
Hoyt NrogoLs. 

15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OLYILIZATION. Bx Miwor J. 
BSAYAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Q0., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
fore cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND DIAMONDS. 


Good American Nickel Stem-winders, $2 50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 Jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 3 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. vest open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof dase, 7 jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $8 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model ‘Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin filver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounce, 
$25. BEST opeu-face filled screw case, $27; hinged. 
$30; huntiug, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Ladies best gold filled, 7 jewels. $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 Jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20.more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3'stone, Skt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
prilliants, $200, worth $800; one don heart-shape. 
sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, atuds, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


By Nzrsox C. 
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Ziberal GPlegtings. — 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Templé, 220 Kast :5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, 


Philadciphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood st8.. at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and socia) questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Zruth 


| Beekerpublicationsalwayson handatcheaprates. 


Chicage Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Birangera from abroad 
are welcome. 


EA er M 
The Secular Society of Kent, o., 


Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town. hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MazriusHrIGHTON, Sec. 


a aia celis Os. 
The Minneapolis Seenlar Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m., at 412 Nicollet 
&ve.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER,Pros.; LEROY BERRIEB, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O. meets tbe first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH SBEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sirs, Cor. Bec. 


The Walia Wailea Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
nable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leoture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading.room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All L/berals are cordi - 
vited’ P. V. Daarn, dor Beo O Cordially in 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Sociely 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi. 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des NH oines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Per pi n i 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 


FRANELIN STEINER, Pros. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hal Lectures, discussions, readings, poemas, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Oorres- 
Pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL B. AnpBES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Took: 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Cor. Sec. 


BIBLE OF TO-DAY. 
By Joun W. CHADWICK. 


This is a condensed result of the scientific criti- 
cisms of the separate books of the Bible. 


Prica. $1.57. 
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for $10; the complete set (19) for Fd Bound 
volume containing over 200 designs selected 


from the various portfolios, price $5, return- 


able if not "da un 
ddress .R. W. SHOPPELL, 
Architect, 63 B'way, New York, 
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THRE TRUIH SHEESR,.SEPTEMBER 6, 1890. 


NOW READY.--PRICE, $2. 


The Freethinkers Pictorial Text-Book 


. SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE. A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


— ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, H 


ISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs by Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


Uncie Sam and the Pricsts. 

The Pests that Bother Uncle Sar. 

Uncle Sam Sleeps, bat the Priests do Not. 

Xomanpism with Her Mask On. 

The Mass Off. a 

“Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 

The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 
find m his Closet. 

A New Laocoon. 

The Trail of the Ssrpent. 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty. i 

“Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant S:eks to 
Slay Her."—Ls Salle. . 

The Ontcome of Church and State Union. . 
The God.ir-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril. i : 

Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Vranstormation of the Bartholdi Statae 
which may’ be Expected under Religions 


Rule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Church Robbing the People. 


New York City’s Annual Gift to the Churches, 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurobss E 


Thanksgiving. 
Thankegivin sA 
š “ -Ili. 
Sabbath Laws, 
Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Stucday in a Sabbatarian City. 
The Clergy's Opportunity. 
As the Clergy Desire Bunday—I. 
6$ a6 m m m —It. 
“o. HI. 


o 2149 8 rm 


CONTENTS: 


"he Church and Thomas Paine. 


Tbomas Paine. . 
The Preacher and the Patriot 
One Work by Paine Ontweighs All the Preach- 


ere. 
Why Paine Was Danounced. 
Paine's Services and His Reward from the 
Oburch. .— x 
Once Upon & Time a Donkey Kioked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 


A Quesstiou for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Mau and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science. 


The B'hle and Geolozy. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


Shearing Time. 

The Olergy’s Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Fiock. 

Duty to the Clergy- 

At Conference Time. : = 

Work oE e Methodist Confrence in New York 
in . 

The Burden of the Crose. 

The Theologian’s Conception of Clerical Priv- 


eges. 

The Ark of the Lord. 
Sympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 

Obaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Dasirable Bargain. 


Piety in Cur Penitentiaries. 


medans. 
Their Scientifio Records Compared. 


Two Samples of Christianity's 


Work, 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Missionaries 


Hypoorisy of Christian Missionary Efoti 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methodsin the Church o 
A P.or Rule That Doesa’s Work Both Waye. 


The Lord’s Instruments. 


Religious Rule. 


Bible Doctrines anda their Results, 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 
oo a et Applied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 

ynoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. - 

The Authority of the Footpad. 

'Phe Wisdom of Solomon. 

The Law and the Gospel Not the Sime. 

Result of Faith at Findlay. Ohio. 

Which Statemente Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? . 

Irresponsibility of Caristians-Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 

Jesus Paid It All. k 

A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a 

ew Baint. É 

Some Tests for True Believers. 

Following Ohrist. 

An Earnest Christian. 


Unkind 


The Christians and the Moham. The Uses of the Cross, 


Its Evolution. 


Reficctions 
Church, 


Decline of the Papacy in I aly. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelpr. 

The Ory of the Ohurcb, "Don't Hurt Our 
Feelings.” 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to M-thodist min- 
isterial delegate). 


Upon the 


f England. Persecutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Brand. 

The Oaly Thing on Which the S.cts Agree. 

An Uavweloome Pilgrimage. 

When Christians Made the Laws. 

Superstition the Same jn Aji Places and Sges. 

Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. McGlynn—the Church True to Her 
Record. 

Casting Pearls Before § wine. 

The Bigotry of Church and Btate. 


Some Allegories. 


The Gsnii who Preside Over the Road to 
Knowledge. 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


Ages. 

t‘ Let the Ghosts Go.” n 

Toe Hace Between America’s Infidel Orator 
and Englard’s Christian Statesman. 

The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 

Roman Catholic Pandora'a Box. 

A New Rendering of «n Old Rhyme. 

An Error in Biblical Navigation. 


pus A Trial of Faith. - The World Still Moves. 
ie Chiidren and the £ hurch, A Religious Procession. ; The Faults in Christian Morality. —I. 
The oe k “ Heaven 
Two Ways to Go. The Atonement Scheme, “ s m « “ -H. s : Pi 
Which Shall We Have? The Atonement Doctrine. M “ 1$ a6 " =H oe alae um No WC e Seide ofthe 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. Practical Application of the Atonement. ae M ote te se : Oa :ho Probation Plan Avene Inside of the 


The Shadow in Gur Schools. ` 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptiles ın the Path. 
Recruiting for Caurch Institutions. 
A Parochial Schoo} Leeson. 
Products cf the Parochial Schools. 
“The Disguige Slips Off. 

A Web for the Unwary. 

‘rhe Religious "irap. 

&Enpday-Rcboo] Scholars. 

The Joys of the Sunday-Bchool Boy. 


Woman and ihe Church, 


Woman’s Path from Servitude to Freedom. 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 

St. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 
The Oburch's Use for Woman. 

A Contrast. 

Fishing. 

Woman the Rapporter of Preacher and Pope. 


—V. 
An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 
On the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Oocurrenoe. 


The Church and Slavery. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Churchyard. The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Clerical Surprise Party. 


Priests in Politics. The Theolozians and Bkeptios, 
The Colossus of New York. he Devil's O:cupation Gone. 
Tne Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. Miscellaneous 


Ireland and the Church : : . Pp 
Petrified — a 
A Contribution to tbe Irish Question. THAO IER S EY Basphemer A Religious 


The Churches in Ireland. Fotalit itchi i tho- 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. The Potni y of Hitching Evolution to Ortho 
The Evolution of a Sacrament. 


The Trouble With Pat. 
à , $ A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, e al, 
The Church’s Idea of Civilization. fho Women's Ohristian Temperance Unions 


The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 
How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 
Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 


A Few Vi-tims of Divine Beneficence. 
Prayer. 


A Drouth in Cambridge, Ill., in 188”. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. 
What Is Onristianity t-h 


Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell, 


How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 


“s “ce u 


—Ii. 
The Clamor of the Creeds. 
Sustaining the Creede. 
Tne Oreedal Fiddle. 
The Oreeds of the World. 
Onristianity's Holy Family. 


Helping the Church. Janus-faced Oreedalists. The Gallows One of Christian Civilization’s Orusade. 
Tne Oburch's Chief Bupvort. The Oreedalists and the Government—"Our Adiuncts. Tools of the Clerical Trade. 
When Womanhood Awakes. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. Q. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmire, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher. Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Buckle's History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Caarles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce. M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock. Council of Constance, Christian, Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, Chiniquy's Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbet 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Maaual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Iatellectual Development of Europe, Draper’s Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Eiward Everett, Emmons’s Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A Garfield, President U. S. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Giltespie’s Aaron's Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper's Weekly, Hallam's History of the Midd'e Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O D. 
Jones in Am Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope). Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U, S. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Matne’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther. Jobn Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XUX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owea, Max O'Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, St. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quircy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Rosa (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Protectory. Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson's Survey of the State of Earope, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Cnarles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley. Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Taz Teura SzzkER, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New Pork Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, , 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. Wheeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster. Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart's 
oe vd p um of Montrose, John Wilson, M A., Eiizar Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 

atere, W. W. Walker. 


THE ROOK CONTAINS NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER. 
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Hotes and Llippings. 


Wnuo rules Quebec? Mercier. Who rules 
Mercier? Tachereau. Who rules Tachereau ? 
Leo XIII. Who rules Leo XIIL? The gen- 

 eralofthe Jesuits. Does this apply to many 
parts of the United States? If so, how do 
you like it, Americans ?— Loyal American. 


Tur Congregationalist publishes an account 
of a traveling salesman who declared that in 
traveling over six thousand miles he had been 
asked to drink probably more than that num- 
ber of times, but not once had he been asked 
to go to church. 


A MEMBER of a certain fashionable New 
York church, who spoke of her pastor 
irreverently as ‘‘ the apostle to the genteels,” 
remarked once after a particularly doctrinal 
sermon, that if Dr. Blank preached restitu- 
tion instead of repentance he would preach to 
empty pews. 


A PYTHONESS in Wichita announces that 
November 19th will be positivly the last ap- 
pearance of this wicked but rather entertain- 
ing world. The Sun thinks the Kansas 
prophetess might hav let the old thing last 
until the Friday after Thanksgiving, and is 
inclined to think it will, anyway. 


Tue London Freethinker reports that the 
Belgian Freethinkers hav, under Dr. Cesar 
de Paepe, organized a corps of lay nurses 
for hospitals to prevent the often unwished- 
for ministration of Catholic nuns. They now 
claim that there is no just reason against the 
complete secularization of hospitals and in- 
firmaries. 


Tur funniest thing in periodical literature, 
lately, according to the Catholic Review, 
was a comparison of Cardinal Gibbons’s last 
book with the work of a German Rationalist. 
It was from the pen of a profeasor and 
appeared in the Christian Union. The most 
suggestiv paragraph was: '' Looking through 
the eyes of this German professor, Jesus ap- 
pears as a man; looking through the eyes 
of the archbishop, he appears as God. 
Neither the one nor.the other looks upon 
him as a divine man. It seems to us that 
the Roman Catholic is as far from the simple 
teaching of the gospel as is the Rationalist.” 


“ Max O'Rzrn" asks: ‘‘ Why are the bulk 
of French marriages far happier than the 
bulk of English ones? In my opinion, it is 
simply because. according to the French sys- 
tem, a man has to win the affection of his 
wife after the wedding. The French married 
couple begin at the first act, whereas the 
English one has generally got through all but 
the fifth by the time the wedding bells hav 
stopped ringing. Then in come the prosaic 
cares of life and cover everything up. Out 
go the lights, and, presto! the glamour is 
gone, too, and nothing remains of it all but a 
sleepy numbness and a sort of wonder that 
the comedy should enjoy such a world-wide 
reputation. Yes, in matrimony there is a 
way of eating your cake and yet having it; 
but you must not take your bits too large in 
the beginning. Asa clever wit says: ‘ When 
you are dead, it is for a long time; but when 
you are married, it is forever.’” 


SPEAKING of the statue of Voltaire, a 
French paper has unearthed a letter of his 
upon precisely that subject, addressed toa 
friend, and here is the lesson which the phi- 
losopher givs: ‘‘ Enjoy life while you can, de- 
spise all the rest. I think I hav already told 
you that I am not the dignusque numismate 
vultus. Iam no longer the possessor of what 
might be called a face. I look like a baked 
apple on the top of a crane’s neck. It would 
never do to carve on that. Some little time 
ago the duchess of Brunswick begged so hard 
of the king of Prussia to send her his statue, 
made after the fashion of Louis XIV. in the 
Place des Victoires, that his majesty was un- 
able torefuseher. He got himself sculptured 
in this fashion, astride on a turkey cock, and 
instead of four slaves around the base there 
were four monkeéysgrinning. You will admit 


that after all it ill becomes small folks to be 
vain. But if you wish, I will send you one 
of the monkeys of that statue, and you can 
put my namé at the foot of it. My dear sir, 
let us esteem only health and repose. All 
the rest is smoke, and I hav already spent too 
much of my life in running after smoke. I 
wish you a genuin happiness, if there is 
such a thing.” i 


A OORRESPONDENT Of the Voice, the Probi- 
bition organ, in Lexington, Neb., thinks 
that paper is treading on dangerous ground 
when it makes an exception, in prohibitory 
laws, of wines used for “ sacramental” pur- 
poses. He does not see ‘‘ how any Christian 
Prohibitionist can propose or advocate alco- 
holic liquor for sacramental purposes." The 
editor replies: ‘‘ We do not advocateit. We 
simply say that it is not thé province of legis- 
lators to decide whether or not the sacramen- 
tal wine should be fermented. A law which 
prohibited the manufacture of fermented 
wines for sacramental purposes would go be- 
yond the proper province of law and cause 
many sincere Christians either to violate the 
law or to violate what they believe to be the 
injunction of Christ. There is no necessity 
for that.” Didu't Christ say something about 
woe to come to pharisees and hypocrits ? 


Ovx legislators can always be relied upon 
to make smooth the path of the pious. Be- 
fore the contract labor law was passed in the 
House, Saturday, an amendment was pro- 
posed exempting from its provisions minis- 
ters of the gospel. This curious legislation, 
88 the Indianapolis Journal calls it, was 
necessitated by a decision of the treasury de- 
partment that clergymen who were called 
from foreign countries to occupy pulpits in 
the United States were to be considered under 
the law 88 contract laborers. Several in- 
stances hav occurred in which churches in the 
United States hav been prohibited from 
securing pastors of foreign birth. One pecu- 
liar cage occurred on the line between Mich- 
igan and Canada. The congregation on this 
side of the boundary invited & pastor in a vil- 
lage on the opposit side to come over and fill 
their pulpit. Some mischief-makers wrote & 


‘letter to the secretary of the treasury, calling 
ihis attention to the fact, and the department 


was compelled to issue an order prohibiting 
the engagement of this pastor. But in case 
the Senate concurs in the action of the House 
Saturday, clergymen will be exempt from the 
provisions of the act. 


Tue Russian ministry has accorded to 
the district assemblies of the government 
of Ekaterinoslov permission to open book- 
stores in all the villages in which there may 
be a-demand for reading matter, under the 
condition that no other publications be kept 
forsale than such as the secular and the relig- 
ious Censors may approve. But the Grazh- 
danin, a daily paper of St. Petersburg, takes 
exceptions to that measure. ‘‘ It is unwise,” 
says that paper, ‘‘ to put dangerous weapons 
in the hands of the people. Bookstores once 
opened for the common people will in a short 
time be turned by the Liberals into weapons 
against the government, and the disintegra- 
tion of the national spirit will be wrought. 
Of course no other books but such as the 
censor approves are desired at present. The 
people need at first only stories of Russian 
heroes and patriot warriors. But ina short 
time they will begin reading the editorials of 
newspapers and get into the habit of reason- 
ing about current events. Then they will 
become acquainted with Mill, Lassalle, and 
other writers of the kind. Within five or six 
years the Liberalistic propaganda will find 
means to distribute among them books and 
papers of the most dangerous tendencies.” 


Tue correspondent of ah Eastern paper 
writes from New York: “ I was exceedingly 
sorry to hear that there was a serious diff- 
culty between Deacon Wood, the treasurer 
of Dr. Talmage’s Tabernacle, and the sculp- 
tors who prepared the life-sized effigies of the 
reverend doctor, which were to be used as 
prizes for the purpose of swelling the Taber- 


nacle building fund. It appears that there 
was not such au activ demand for them as 
the church building committee anticipated. 
Out of fifty prepared, forty-nine remained on 
their hands, the fiftieth being in the pastor's 
back parlor. Deacon Wood bases his refusal 
to accept them on the ground that the mouth 
is too large. This is certainly a valid objec- 
tion and one that admits of neither apology 
nor excuse. The man who calls himself an 
artist, and who could deliberately and in cold 
blood sit down and enlarge Doctor Talmage’s 
mouth, waggguilty of an offense for which no 
ordinary punishment is adequate. Mean- 
while, whoever gets & prize will hav to take 
him mouth and all, just as he is, or not at all, 
and the question of what to do with the 
forty-nine busts, the building committee now 
hav under prayerful consideration." 

Tuis is from the Catholic Review: ‘The 
account given in làst week's paper of the 
House of Refuge ought to make the Catholics 
of this city blush for themselvs, but we fear 
it wil not cause them a moments careless 
thought. In a city which is half Catholic, 
whose chief officer is a Catholic, a handful of 
bigots are allowed to destroy the faith of 
Catholic children at leisure with scarcely a 
protest from the millions of Catholics in the 
city. This is lamentable. The officers aud 
trustees of the House of Refuge should be at 
least one-half Catholic. It should be man- 
aged entirely from the Catholic standpoint, 
which would abolish the thing called non- 
sectarianism, and allow the children to re. 
ceive the religious training of their parents. 
The suggestion that the corporate body now 
ruling the House of Refuge be abolished and 
its officers be appointed by the governor is a 
good one, and it can be carried out if the 
Catholic voters of New York and other cities 
in the state so determin. Of course the 
Evangelical Alliance will be stirred up, but 
as it is time for that eminent body to receive 
a sound drubbing it will be no obstacle.” 
The Review ought to patent its remedy for 
sectarian troubles. f 

Tux Christian Globe, of England, has but a 
poor opinion of ‘‘ society Christians," whose 
religion *' consists principally in a more or less 
scrupulous observance of the outward forms of 
religion, and in a careful avoidance of all relig- 
gious subjects in conversation, and of all relig- 
ous principles in daily life.” It proceeds: 
tt They say they are Christians, and would be 
insulted if you denied their right to the title ; 
but never in their whole lives hav they given 
ten minutes’ thought to religious subjects. 
They are nominally Christians, because it is 
good form so to be, just as they would be 
Mohammedans or Mumbo.Jumbo worship- 
ers if such were the fashion. To them 
Christianity is à name; its reality never 
reaches them. Were some one to tell them 
what the religion of Christ really is, they 
would be astounded and incredulous, and 
would probably consider their informant a 
maniac—certainly a bore. The fact of the 
whole matter is that religion is for men only 
a sustaining power, and these society triflers 
are, not men. They are pvor creatures 
blighted in their growth, who hav not come, 
and never will come, to maturity. They are 
unfinished, incomplete, and doomed to liv a 
life which is no life. They are more unfort- 


unate than the physically deformed. They! 


try their hand outside their parishes. 
many Hall in T weed’s time was kept in power 
by the clergy, but of course the clergy didn’t 
know it then. 
leaders of the gang. Then there are the 
sham parochial schools, which some people 


sons in power can make it profitable to insti- 
tutions to cultivate their acquaintance. One 
of the reasons why one of the old political 
parties is so intrenched in power, is because 
the clergy are in favor of political corruption. 


We all know the proper time to hold church 
fairs is a month or so before election. 
didate for judge can lay a $10 note on a table 
at a booth, and he believes he can get votes 
for it. Not long ago a pastor announced 
from his pulpit: ‘Mr. So-and-so [a gambler] 
visited our fair. Another Mr. 
hasn't, and we hope he will behave 88 hand- 
somely as did his opponent." 


À. can- 


So-and-so 
Let the clergy- 


men purify church politics, I say, before they 
Tam- 


They were fooled by the 


hav been getting up while turning a deaf ear 
to children crying for the bread of life. If 


the text is to be, ‘If ye did it not to the 


least of these, ye did it not to me,’ there will 
be ecclesiastics who will find it as difficult to 
get into heaven as the rich man in scripture. 
Ive opened a vast field of inquiry for the 
brethren. Now I suppose they won't ask me 
to join them.” 


Tus is the way the Denison, Tex., Sunday 
Gazetteer announces the opening of a revival: 
“ Burnett & Mulkey are billed to exhibit 
with their monster unified gospel aggregation 
at Greenville this week, and the papers of 
that city are full of advance notices of the 
coming attraction. We hav seen this show 
ourselvs, and can conscientiously indorse its 
entire olio of features. Mr. Mulkey, who 
cleans the gasoline torches, does the ushering 
and Calls the acts in the big show, and does 
the eccentric comedy in the concert, is a 
thorough artist in his line, and acquits him- 
self in a manner that would be creditable to 
any amusement enterprise. His startling 
equestrian acts in the large pavilion are also 
features of merit, while his great menage act 
with the famous studs (Belzebub, Trinne 
Deity, Hell Fire, Eternal Punishment, Pre- 
destination, Faith, Saving Grace, and Total 
Depravity) from the stables of the early 
fathers, is probably unsurpassed among the 
best performances of tented gospel exhibi- 
tions. These battle-scarred chargers are a 
good deal run down just now, it is true, and 
are affiicted to some extent with spavin and * 
ringbone and heaves and botts and blind 
staggers, but by dint of feeding branmash 
and antimony, and using a carpet tack under 
the center girth, Mr. Mulkey succeeds in 
bringing them on with a Hvely spurt, and 
puts them around the hippodrome track at a 
quite good hickory. Mr. Mulkey also carries 
a large grip filled with the latest gags that 
are to be had out of almanacs, and makes 
local application of them in a manner that is 
inimitable. To this brilliant olio he has re- 
cently added a topical song entitled, ‘ We're 


. Very Wide Awake, Jehove and I,’ on which he 


is said to receive a recall at each performance. 
Mr. Burnett is the slugger of the combination, 
and when he puts on the gloves and comes 
crawling under the ropes the practiced ob- 
server may notice Satan take up another hole 
in his belt and turn to his trainer for an alco- 
hol sponge bath to hide his growing pallor. 


can hardly be called human butterflies, for | Time is called, and the belted bruiser of the 


they are neither harmless nor pretty." 


To the Antipoverty Society Dr. McGlynn 
said last Sunday night: ** Don't believe there 
is not a union of church and state. It’s well 
known that favors are exchanged between 
churches and politicians. You help us and 
we'll help you. Dear brethren, hadn't you 
better try and make it no longer a matter of 
interest on either side to wink at the corrup- 
tions on the other side? Now, the church 
winks at the corruptions of politics in order 
to get the money from the public treasury 
into the churches’ tills. There are millions 
of dollars distributed to charitable institu- 
tions, and the people of New York don’t 
know anything about howit is done. Per- 


Plutonion Athletic Club faces the music like 
a little man, but he is no match for the gospel 
heavy-weight, and goes down with a swim- 
ming sensation in his head and his teeth full 
of four-ounce boxing.glove. Again and again 
he rises at the call of ‘ time,’ falls to avoid 
punishment, hugs the ropes and fights for 
wind, but all in vain. Right and left he is 
knocked by the strong arm of faith, until a 
terrific left-hander lands upon his neck with a 
sickening thud and he goes down in a heap 
at the foot of the grand stand, while the band 
plays ‘Annie Laurie No. Anyone who 
says Burnett & Mulkey giv a bum show 
speaks ignorantly or with malice afore- 
thought. They do no such thing. 


Commanications. 


The Christian’s India Rubber God. 


On, horror! oh, shame! rank Atheism, downright 
blasphemy, to call the creator of the heaven and the 

` earth an India rubber God! : 

Such will be the exclamations of most Christians 
who read the title of this article. But let me appeal 
to their reason, if they hav any. 

What but India rubber can be stretched out, 
shrunk up, expanded, contracted, equeezed, and 
shaped to suit any absurdity, and coincide with any 
phase of religious belief, and to fit every theological 
wrinkle? 

Think of a God that can bs expanded to fill the 
immensity of space, and then shrunk up ro as to be 
around on this little earth and carve a rib out of old 

Adam. A God who fills the interstellar spaces, and 

' existed from all eternity, being born of woman and 
trotted on a mother’s knee, wandering around the 
country of Palestine, and then nailed to a tree. Why, 
if he filled the immensity of space, what kind of trees 
must grow in Palestine! The tallest kind of a red. 
wood would be a mere twig in comparison. A God 
that fashioned a mighty globe like the sun getiing 
down to a little inséct so small that five hundred 
thousand of them can find ample room in a drop of 
water, yet each complete in all its parte. A God 
that presides over the destiny of unnumbered worlds 
wrestling with a man till daybreak. A God that ex- 
isted from all eternity and can never cesse io exist, 
who was killed and remained dead for three days. 
A God before whose majesty all nations should bow 
exhibiting his back parts to a man among the rocks. 
It is no wonder that a balief in such an India rubber 
God should make Indis rubber Christians, 

This India rubber God has to be shrunk and 
stretched, squeezed and fashioned, to suit ihe Chris- 
tian’s belief, and then the facts of science hav to he 
stretched or shrunk tc correspond with the rubber 
God. 

Some yesrs ago a Christian minister put Nelson’s 
" Oguse and Cure of Infidelity” into my hand, and 
told me that he believed mo to be honest, and that if 
I would read the bock, anew light would break upon 
my Vision, and I would see things differently from 
what I ever had before. The book was begun with 
high hopes and ended in disgust. 

Later on a lawyer called my attention to“ The Six 
Days of Creation,” with the assuranca that the au- 
thor, one of the most learned men in all the world, 
had spent six years on the work. This lawyer hav- 
ing sat in the councils of the great Empire state, I 
had reason to believe that the work must be one of 
high merit. 

I began with the introduction with the intention 
of giving the work the closest perusal. On the 
second page I fouxd this outburst of Christian 
wisdom: “ Whatever science may declare, or what- 
ever new discoveries may be made, everything must 
be construed so as to harmoniza with the word of 
God." Weil, I lost my pationca, and had no desire 
to wade through the sea of a “fool's fally.” 

A short time ago my atiention was called to 
* Science and the Bible," quite a large work, written 
by the Rev. Herbert W. Morris, A.M. 

I was told that this work would remove ali doubt 
“from the minds of the most skeptics! ; that it lit- 
erally tore the heart out of Infidelity, and was un- 
answerable. 

Goodyear, the great India rubber man, is nowhere. 
The Rav. Herbert W. Morris, A.M., hes left all com- 
petitors far behind, and stands before the world as 
the boss rubber manipulator. 

According to this erudite author, there was a time 
when there were no earth, sun, moon, or stars, or 
matter out of which to make them. For he says 
that “they were not created out of preésisting 
- matter, but out of nothing.” 

Epicurus said, “ Know first of all that nothing can 
spring from nonextity,” and he told the truth, all 
the Bibles to the contrary. notwithstanding. 

If God did create—bring out of nothing— the earth 
and all the sidereal hosts, why did he not tell us in 
his great palaver-book how something can be made 
out of nothing ? 

It would not hav taken any longer than it did io 
tell about an old woman turning to salt, and the in- 
formation would hav been worth a thousand times 
more. 

` From all eternity up to about six thousand years 
ago God did nothing but fill space. 

This shows the expansion of the rubber. 

After loafing around in space for untold millions 
of years, something put it into his head to make a 

' world. 
. He had nothing to make a world out of, so he 
made it out of nothing—so saya Rev. Mr. Morris, 
the great harmonizer, and that is enough to satisfy 
a Christian. 
I expect he rolled up a great mountain of nothing, 
. and put it onto an almighty great table, axd rolled 
it out thin with an almighty great rolling-pin, as a 
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his exhibition to Moses among the rocks. Shades of 
Herschel! he must hav-been blessed with telescopic 
vision to see even his '* back parts.” 

* With God all things are possible.” And since 
‘tin six days he created the heavens and the earth,” 
and sincs it is so hard to get a definit idea of space, 
I wonder why he “did not put in another day and 
wall it in. 

The cardinal idea obtained from the Mosaic account 
of creation is, that this earth was the central object 
in God’s miad during his six days’ labor. That the 
sun, moon, aud stars were mere appendages upon 
which was bestowed but little thought or labor. 
That the earth oecupied most of his thought and 
time and was the chief object of his solicitude, and 
that man was the creature for whose benefit and 
accommodation the whole work was performed. 


Rev. Mr. Morris, who sees nothing but harmony 
between science and the Bible, says, ‘The world with 
its furniture was contrived and arranged with mani- 
fest reference to his [man’s] wants and conveniences.” 
A little knowledge of astronomy will show how child- 
ish both the statements in Genesis and the above 
statement of Morris’s are.  . 

Whenever I enter the field of astronomy and think 
of the giants who hav gone before, and made it pos- 
sible for me to know something sbout its mighty 
truths, I feel my littleness and “step with trembling 
tread." 

But let us test the truth of these statements by 
the standard of reason, the only standard known to 
sciences. ; N^ 

Moses in his ignorance thought or knew but little 
about the stars. But they hav engaged the attention 
of men of the deepest scientific attainment for hun- 
dreds of years. While the distance of the sun and 
even the far-off planets had been accurately measured, 
the stars in their dazzling beauty seemed to laugh at 
man’s effort, and bid defiance to every attempt to 
fathom their distances. Long did he watch and 
wait and experiment without result. On thé 1st of 
January, say, the position of a star, one supposed to 
be among the nearest, was accurately ascertained. 
Then waiting for six months until the earth had 
swung around to the opposit part of its orbit, another 
observation was taken. Although this gave a base 
line of the diameter of the earth’s orbit, or nearly 
one hundred and ninety millions of miles, yet there 
was no displacement. The star appeared to be pre- 
cisely in the same point in the heavens that it occu- 
pied six months before. This experiment yielded 
only a negativ result. While the distance of the star 
could not be ascertained, it showed that in compari- 
gon to the distance of that star the base line was a 
mere point. That star was dropped and another 
taken, and another and another, with the same result. 

Disappointed but never discouraged, the effort was 
continued until a star was found which showed dis- 
placement. A star had been found near enough to 
the earth to render the longest base line that could 
be obtained available. The mighty chasm had been 
spanned; man had triumphed; the star depths had 
been sounded. 

Since that time the distances of many of the fixed 
stars hav been meaeured. And how shall we express 
the distances of these our nearest neighbors? Light, 
which travels at the rate of nearly two hundred thou- 
sand miles per second, is nearly four years in resch- 
ing us from one of the nearest stare. There are 
stars so far distant that light would be hundreds and 
thousands of years in reaching us. 

The stars are not scattered promigeuously through 
the heavens as they probably appesred to the untu- 
tored geze of Moses, but they are arranged in groups 
and clusters of many millions each. 

All of the stars seen with the naked eye and most 
stars seen with telescopes of ordinary power, are 
arranged in the cluster to which our sun belongs. 
Many of these stars which appear single to the naked 
eye are double when seen through a telescope. In 
some instances these stars mutually revolve around 
each other. In otbers one revolves around the other 
88 & center. 

Our sun is revolving around a distant star as a 
center. Doubtless from a far-off star these two stars 
would appear single. 

Many who look into the Milky Way will be aston- 
ished to know that this bright archway which spans 
the heavens is composed entirely of stars so thickly 
set that they cannot be seen separately, bui whose 
mingled light produces the milky appearance which 
we Observe. 

Herschel estimated that in the densest part of the 
Milky Way five hundred stars were ranged one behind 
the other, and separated by a distance equal to that 
which separates us from other stars. 

It takes seventy years for light to travel from the 
star Capella to the earth. Assuming this as a 
medium distance between the stars, and that there 
are five hundred stars one behind the other ina 
right line in the Milky Way, then it must take light 
to travel from the innermost rtar to the outermost 
five hundred times seventy, or thirty-five thousand 
years. Joan PEOR. 


X 

i woman would a shortcake. Then he got another 
great mountain of nothing and wrapped it up in the 
covering, after the manner of an apple-dumpling. 
Then he rolled it about on the table until it was 
round, and there was a world. Christians used. to 
think that he just rolled the nothing out flat and left 
it, but later discoverers show that he put in the 
filling and rolled it into shape, and got a first- 
rate job. 

The sun, planets, and stars were all created with 
reference to this earth, and the earth was created 
only to become the abode of man. “And God set 
them in the firmament of the heaven to giv light 
upon the earth. And let them be for lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to giv light on the earth” 
(Bible). 

But the earth, sun, moon, and stars were only a 
secondary consideration, for God constantly kept his 
eye on man as the ultimatum, and designed every- 
thing which he created for him. “AN that we hav 
thus far surveyed,” says the great harmonizer, “ has 
been fitted up for an expected oceupant"— man. 
The meaning of this language, if it hav any mean- 
ing at all, is that the sun, moon, and stars (the p'an- 
ets left out, because at that time they could not be 
distinguished from the stars), and everything on this 
earth was “arranged and contrived” for man. 

It is evident That the author of Ganesis, whoever 
he may hav been, had no conception of space, had 
no idea that our earth belonged to a great family of 
worlds, but believed it to be flat and of more conse- 
quence than all else his eyes beheld. 

It is a curious fact that the moon, only about two 
thousand miles in diameter, should be so conspic- 
uously noticed, when no mention is made of Jupiter 
with its moons, Saturn with its rings, or Uranus or 
Neptune, which are so many times greater. 


It is evident that old Moses knew nothing about 
the planets. So God did not mention them. He 
looked up into the heavens with the gaze of a sav- 
age and saw the stars as so many points of light, 
and, compared with the apparent brightness of the 
sun and moon, thought them of little value, and so 
a simple mention of them was sufficient —* he made 
the stars also.” The author of Genesis had no more 
idea of the magnitude and distance of the “stars,” and 
the relation of the earth to a grand system of worlds, 
iban a nativ Australian. And the idea that a God 
of all wisdom dictated the account of the creation as 
given in Genesis, is as silly as it would be for a man 
to attempt to write a history of the United States, 
and make mention of Rhode Island and Connecticut 
and some important towns, and leave out all the 
other states and great cities. 

If Moses had possessed even & superficial knowl- 
edge of the solar system and the sidereal heavens, he 
would not hav represented the little ball of earth 
on which we dwell as the most conspicuous object in 
creation and of more importance than other rolling 
worlds million of times larger. 

The sun, fourteen hündred thoussnd times larger 
than the earth, is represented as a mere attendant on 
the earth, and created especially for its accommoda- 
tion. And then our little moon, a ‘mere dot in 
creation, is next in importance. To say that the 
planeis and sun and all the siderenl hosts are mere 
attachments to the earth involves as great an absurd- 
ity as to say the team and the load are only an 
attachment to the dog under the wagon. Does such 
an arrangement show adaptation of means to ends? 
We overlock many mistakes in an apprentice, but 
for an old boss God to get the cari before the horse, 
as he does when he makes a vasi globe like the sun 
for the accommodation of the earth, shows that he 
pn ought to hav engaged in business on his own 
hook. 

Let us mount & step higher and find out approxi- 
mately how big God is. God fills the immensity of 
space, but who can comprehend that which is with- 
out limit? It is like a savage standing upon an 
island and trying to form an idea of the extent of 
the ocean when the horizon bounds his vision on 
every side. 

We will take the computed distance of Sirius, one 
hundred and twenty trillions of miles, as a unit of 
measure, and represent this distance by a rod pro. 
jected from the sun in any direction. At the end of 
this rod we will place another and another, until 
millions of these rods shall be placed end to end on 
a line and pointing in the same direction. Let these 
lines of rods be multiplied until they point from the 
sun in every direction. 

What imagination is fertil enough to compre- 
hend such a sphere as would be described by 
the outer ends of these rods? And yet such a 
sphere would only be an infinitesimal core taken out 
of space. Let these spheres be multiplied in the 
mind until they equal the sands of the sea for num- 
ber, and then only a single dip has been taken from 
the ocean of space. 

Now do you begin to understand how big God 
is? He fills all of this space. How did old Jacob 
ever work his courage up to the sticking-point to 
wrestle with such a God? No wonder he came out 
-of the contest with a broken thigh. . Then, think of 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. SEPTEMBER 18, 1890. 


A Conversation. 


Cleric: Hav you made your peace with God, my 
brother ? 

Skeptic: I don’t know that I ever had a quarrel 
with him. 

Oleric: But you must know that by nature you 
are a child of the devil, and at enmity with God. 

Skeptic: I don’t know anything of the kind. I 
am a child of nature—the result of an infinit series 
of causes. If I am at enmity with God it is no fault 
of mine. I don’t wish to offend him or anybody else. 

Cleric: I am afraid you don’t realize your true 
position. The holy scriptures distinctly tell us that 
the heart of man is above all things desperately 
wicked. 

Skeptic: I hav read many worse things than that 
in the “ holy scriptures,” but I believe they are false. 
Some men sre wicked, but millions are good, honest, 
and true. The mejority of men do not sin willfully. 
Ignorance is the mother of crime. The school- 
master is abroad and I hav hopes that under a more 
scientific training future generations will hav 
“gweeter manners and purer laws.” 

Oleric: Yes, but what good is education without 
the love of Jesus Ohrist shed abroad in the heart ? 

Skeptic: I don’t know what the love of Jesus 
Christ is. Love is a sentiment born of intimate as- 
sociation. It is a union of lives. 

Cleric: Just so; you express exactly the terms 
upon which men should liv with Christ. 

Skeptic: Some men say they can. As for me 

` Ohrist is merely a historical question. It interests 
me just ss Buddha, Osiris, Moses, or any other im- 
aginary character does. I can respect a man for his 
life’s work or revere his memory, but I cannot love 
him unless I knew him. 

Cleric: But can’t we love a man for what he has 
done for us? Oan’t we love Christ for laying down 
his own life for us? : 

Skeptic: Such a man certainly would deserve our 
love, but no man would do it unless he had been 
“intimately associated" with us. Christ could not 
hav died for me even though he died for all who had 
lived and who were living at the time of his death. 
He is said to hav died about nineteen hundred years 
ago. I had done no sin unless I had sinned before 
I was born. He died too soon forme. If I am to 
bs any gainer by such a sad event it must be per- 
formed again. I don’t want such tragedies, but if 
they are to be effectual they should be acted every 
generation say of thirty years. 

Cleric: Oh, my friend; time does not count with 
God. He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever. 

Skeptic: I don’t know how God reckons time. 
Men measure it. Nobody ean suffer on account of 
what may happen one hundred years hence. 

Cleric: But don’t you see that the laws of God 
hav been violated by our first parents, and that God, 
as the moral governor cf the universe, must hav his 
juatice satisfied? He can pardon, but only when the 
object of his mercy has complied with the conditions. 


Skeptic: I only know a very little of the laws of 
nature; perhaps they are the same as the laws of 
God. These laws are often violated. Suffering in 
some form inevitably follows. There is no forgiv- 
ness. Fire burns, water drowns, nature makes no 
allowance for ignorance. Ignorance is s capital 
offense. Every act is followed by consequences. If 
our “fust parents” sinned, they suffered. As to a 
moral governor I know nothing. Morality is a social 
question and is independent of all governors or gov- 
ernments. It grows. If God is just I don't s:e 
why anybody should undertake to do his business. 
Iam inclined to the opinion that it is just because 
you doubt his justice that you are so solicitous for 
me to effect a compromise with him. 

Cleric: Not at all. There is no compromising 
with God. He offers a full pardon on certain condi- 
tions. 

Skeptic: Yes; but suppose I don’t want the par- 
don, and suppose I object to the conditions? If 
God likes to make an agreement with Christ on a 
matter in which I am closely interested, must I fall 
in with the arrangement without being consulted? 

Cleric: Surely you don't doubt the wisdom of 
God? The plan of salvation is so simple that a 
child can understand it. : 

Skeptic: Then why do you build your colleges, 
and elect your professors to teach the “truth” and to 
make ‘manifest the things of God?" You mean 
perhaps that anybody can talk about this plan of 
salvation. Now, after all this, what is the “ plan of 
‘salvation ?” 

Oleric: The redemption of men, from the condem- 

` nation of God, by the blood of Christ, shed on Cal- 
wary. 

Skeptic: You mean that the murder of Ohrist 
nineteen hundred years ago was a plan of God for 
saving mankind from heil? 

Oilerio: I could not eall it murder. 
the Lord to bruise him.” 

Skeptic: But if you or I had done it, should we 
not hav been murderers? É : 

Olerie: Undoubtedly ; but, ^ My ways are not your 


“It pleased 


ways, saith the Lord.” We cannot see through the 
ways of the Lord. You seem to forget that if all 
these things were reducible to demonstration and 
proof there would be no room for the exercise of 
faith. By faith ye are saved, says the apostle Paul. 
_ Skeptic: You mean to say that unless this theory 
i8 accepted in faith by mankind, it is of no avail. 

Oleric: I do. God offers it to you. If you don't 
accept then the consequences be on your own head. 

Skeptic: I see. Christ satisfied the justice, paid 
the price of my ransom, canceled the debt which he 
thought I owed God, and yet God wants something 
more from me, and if I refuse Christ died in vain. 

Cleric: Yes. 

Skeptic: So then we hav reduced the Christian 
religion to a scheme which occupied the divine mind 
for eternity, and which can be made abortiv by man's 
rejection of it. What a scheme! Henry Rowrzx. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


—— $94 .4.9———— — —— 
Russia: An Ode, 


[The following poem was the cause of an interpellation of the 
under-secretary of state for foreign affairs in the English House 
of Commons, One of the members wished to be informed whether 
this poem might not lead to unpleasant complications with Russia, 
and if Mr.§winburne should not be restrained from such utter- 
ances. Tne under-secretary replied that he did not think Great 
Britain and Russia together could restrain Mr. Swinburne’s out- 
pourings.} 

Out of hell a word comes hissing, dark as doom, 

Fierce aa fire, and foul as plague-polluted gloom; 

Out of hell wherein the sinless damned endure 

More than ever sin conceived of pains impure; 

More than ever ground mén's living souls to dust; 
Worse than madaess ever dreamed of murderous lust. 
Since the world's wail first went up from lands and seas 
Ears hav heard not, tongues bav told not things like these. 
Dante, led by.love's and hate's accordant spell 

Down the deepest and the loathliest ways of hell, 

Where beyond the brook of blood the rain was fire, 
Where the scalps were masked with dung more deep than 


mire, 

Saw not, where the filth was foulest, and the night 

Darkest, depths whose fiends could match the Muscovite. 

Set beside this truth, his deadliest vision seems 

Pale and pure and painless as a virgin’s dreams. 

Maidens dead beneath the clasping lash, and wives 

Rent with deadlier pangs than death—for shame survives, 

Naked, mad, starved, scourged, spurned, frozen, fallen, 
deflowered, A at 

Souls and bodies as by fangs of beasts devoured, 

Sounds tnat hell would hear not, sighs no thoughts could 
Shape, : 

Limbs that feel as flame the ravenous grasp of rape, 

Filth of raging crime and shame that crime enjoys, 

Age made one with youth in torture, girls with boys, 

These, and worse, if aught be worse than these things are, 

Prove thee regent, Russia—praise thy mercy, czar. 


Sons of man, men born of women, may we dare 

Say they sin who dare be slain and dare not spare? 

They who take their lives in hand and smile on death, 

Holding life as less than sleep’s most fitful breath, 

So their life perchance or death may serve and speed 

Faith and hope, that die if dream become not deed? 

Naught is death and naught is life and naught is fate 

Save for souls that love has clothed with fire of hate. 

These behold them, weigh them, prove them, find them 
naught, . 

Save by light of hope and fire of burning thought. 

What though sun bë less than storm where these aspire, 

Dawn than lightning, song than thunder, light than fire? 

Help is none in heaven: hope sees no gentler star: 

Earth is hell, and hell bows down before the czar. 

All its monsttous, murderous, lecherous births acclaim 

Him whose empire livs to match its fiery flame. 

Nay, perchance at sight or sense of deeds here done, 

Here where men may lift up eyes to greet the sun, 

Hell recoils heart-stricken ; horror worse than hell 

Darkens earth and sickens heaven; life knows the spell, © 

Shudders, quails, and sinks—or, filled with fierier breath, 

Rises red in arms devised of darkling death. 

Pity mad with passion, anguish mad with shame, 

Call aloud on justice by her darker name; 

Love grows hate for love’s sake; life takes death for 


guide. 
Night hath none but one red star—tyrannicide. 


God or man, be swift; hope sickens with delay: 
Smite, and send him howling down his father’s way! 
Fall, O fire of heaven, and smite as fire from hell 
Halis herein men’s torturers, crowned and cowering, 
we 
These that crouch and shrink and shudder, girt with 
power— 
These that reign, and dare not trust one trembling hour— 
These omnipotent, whom terror curbs and drives— 
These whose life reflects in fear their victims’ lives— 
These whose breath sheds poison worse than plague’s 
thick breath— 
These whose reign is ruin, these whose word is death, 
These whose will turns heaven to hell, and day to night, 
These, if God’s hand smite not, how shall man’s not 
smite ? 
So from hearts by horror withered as by fire 
Surge the strains of unappeasable desire; 
Sounds that bid the darkness lighten, lit for death ; 
Bid the lips whose breath was doom yield up their breath ; 
Down the way of czars, awhile in vain deferred, 
Bid the Second Alexander light the Third. 
How for shame shall men rebuke them? how may we 
Blame, whose fathers died, and slew, to leave us free? 
We, though all the world ery out upon them, know, 
Were our strife as theirs, we could not strike but so; 
Could not cower, and could not kiss the hands that smite; 
Could not meet them armed in sunlit morning's light. 
Dark as fear and red as hate thongh morning rise, 
Life it js that conquers; death it is that dies. 
A. O. Swinburne. 
to 
Truta is free to all men, and every searcher for it 
may tel what he thinks he has found. If he is 
proved to be wrong, the discussion exeited will help 
to establish. the right, and his failure will be a 
stepping-stone in the path of progress.—. Adams. 
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Items of Foreign Freethought News. 

In Fritänkaren of August 1st we noted with pieas- 
ure anarticle by Miss Susan H. Wixon, “A Few Words 
Regarding the Status of Woman in Obristian Coun- 
tries.” The article is translated by Captein Thom- 
son, and we feel confident that its perusal will open 
the eyes of some Swedish women who are now the 
blind supporters of that curse of woman, the Chris- 
tian church. An article from another well-known 
Liberal lady, Mrs. Matilda Joslyn-Gage, president of 
the Woman’s National Liberal Union, is announced 
to appear in the next number. 


The board of administration of the French Fres- 
thought Federation has petitioned the mayor of Paris 
to enforce the decision of April 7, 1886, whereby ten 
pupils are to be kept at the Pensionate-Anteclérical, 
founded by Mme. Tessier. If the mayor—what we 
do not doubt—somplies with the wish of our breth- 
ren, a public zecognition of Freethinkers’ capability 
to teach children to become useful and moral mem- 
bers of society will be given and Mme. Tessier’s Anti- 
clerical School be placed a pari with the publie 
school of France.— Bulletin Mensuelle. 


In Austria no actual religious prosecution has taken 
place lately. In spite of the combined efforim of 
church and state the number of Liberals is steadily 
increasing, and they number now, under the leader- 
ship of Edward Sehwella, about six thousand mem- 
bers of good standing. In Austria, as herein the 
United States, the school question is causing cousid- 
erable disturbance. According to Der Lichtfreund, 
the pious government enacted that every child should 
receive religious instruction, and that this instruction 
should be of the legal kind, and this in spite of the 
law of April 18, 1890, which. declares that a child is 
not in duty bound to attend religious studies against 
the wishes of its parents if the latter are members 
of the Free Religious Society. 


The blasphemy case against Dr. Specht, Frau 
Wilhelmi, and Dr. Voelkel was opened on the 19th of 
August last, on which day several witnesses were ox- 
amined. These religious prosecutions in Germany 
are getting so common that one would imagin they 
are devised to wake up the citizens to make a stand 
for their constitutional rights. To suppress unbelief 
is impossible nowadays ; even in the theological des- 
ert a powerful voice has been heard. 'D. Adolf 
Harnack, one of the most prominent theologians of 
Germany, declares that if the Lutheran church is not 
to fall in ruins altogether, she ‘must change her con- 
fession, her styleof sermons, and her teachings, not 
according to the wishes of the day, but according to 
indisputable knowledge we hav gained.” In short, as 
Dr. Voelkel comments, “ Overboard with the old bs- 
lief since no one believes in it." 


La Vérite informs us that the Freethought Soci- 
ety of Rheims, France, celebrated on July 6th “La 
Fé'e Laique de la Jeunesse” (the Festival for the 
Youths of the Laity). At the festival which was a 
great success, there were present, besides several mem- 
bers from Freethought societies of neighboring cities, 
members of the municipality of Rheims. We call at- 
tention to this incident, common in France, to point 
out that such children’s festivals are held by Frea- 
thinkers ‘in several European countries, including 
Germany and Sweden. Why cannot we Americans 
follow the example set by our foreign brethren ? 
The value cf such festivals cannot be overestimated. 
Children are children, no matter whether their parents 
‘are Freethinkers or Christians; they all enjoy a day's 
amusement. Letevery Freethought society organize 
a science Sunday-schoo), and hav picnics, and when 
the climate forbids such let concerts take their place. 
A good many children now frequenting the Sunday- 
schools of superstition would seek ours, and especially 
if each scholar attending could receive, on appropriate 
occasion, a small gift. 


It is now seven years since the clerical reaction in 
Belgium set in, and what are the results ? Since Sept. . 
20, 1884, when the clerical school laws were enacted, 
the wages of 3,336 teachers hav been considerably re- 
duced and 880 teachers hav been informed that their 
service was not needed; 887 primary schools, 1 078 
higher schools, and 228 kindergarten schools hav 
been closed, whereby 44,028 children and adults were 
bereft of a chance to be educated. According to the 
Vossischen Zeitung the teachers of Stambruges, in 
Hennegau, hav inaugurated a strike because they 
hav for nine months received no pay at all. But. 
while education suffers, ignorance and idleness flour- 
ish. In 1846 Belgium had 137 monk cloisters with 
2951 inmates, aud 642 nunneries with 9,918 nuns; 
now (census 1880) she has 200 monk cloisters with 
3 600 inmates, and 1,473 nunneries with 17,996 nuns. 
Hence we see the number of cloisters has more than 
doubled. In 1866 the aggregate number of cloisters 
and inmates was 1 191 cloisters snd 3,400 laz y drones. 
Such are the results of clerical government in the lat- 
ter half of the nineteenth century. And yet peop'e 
will not see the baneful influence of the union of 
church and state. Wake up! Gustave NELSON. 
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Fourteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fourteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been appointed by the board of 
directors to meet at Portsmouth, O., on Friday even- 
ing, October 31, 1890, and to continue its sessions 
on the Saturday and Sunday following. 

The meetings will be held in the.Grand Opera 
House, corner of Sixth and Court streets, and the 


orchestra of the establishment has been engaged for- 


the occasion. Due notice will be given of the pro- 
posed reduction in railroad, steamboat, and hotel 
fares. 

Portsmouth is situated on the Ohio river, one 
hundred miles east of Oincinnati, and one hundred 
miles south of Columbus, and has extensiv and con- 
venient railway connections with the whole country. 
It is a port of foreign entry, and is distinguished for 
its numerous and magnificent manufaetories. It has 
a population exceeding fifteen thousand, has twenty 

churches, the Ohio Militery Academy, and a splendid 
system of graded schools. The Ohio valley fair is 
held there annually; and several English and Ger- 

um papers, daily and weekly, are published in the 
city. 

The members and friends of the American Secular 
Union are sure of a hearty welcome, not only from 
our enterprising local auxiliary, but also from the 
citizens at large. 

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on 
what is commonly known as the Nine Demands of 
Secularism, we propose to emphasize the following 
at the coming Congress : 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the public schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. - 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather than an economic one, justified by physiolog- 
ical and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational and charitable institutions of a 
sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsectarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but 
will use any and all honorable means to secure its 
objects as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons, of whatever faith, to its member- 
ship, on the basis of “no union of church and state.” 
The word “secular” is here used in the broadest 
sense, as applied to the state, and not to any system 
of religion or philosophy. 

. To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 


Congress as Freethinkers, Spiritualists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, progressiv 
Jews, and liberal Obriatians, and, laying aside our 
peculiar views on religious questions, unite as Amer- 
ican citizens on the one broad platform of no union 
of church and state, and the complete administration 
of our secular government on purely secular prin- 
ciples. . 

T he National Reform Association, having for its 
object the establishment of Christianity as the relig- 


ion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 


American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and puritanic 


Sabbath on our free citizens ; the Women’s Chris- 


tian Temperance Union, indorsing the platform and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Oatholic and Protestant, insisting through 
their ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemp- 


tion of church property from just taxation, as well 
as the appropriation of public money for religious 
schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 


and many others which might be mentioned, ara im- 
periling our constitutional liberties. 


feel called upon to aid in organizing an effectiv op. 
position to these nefarious schemes. 


Due notice will be given of the selection of emi- 
nent speakers from all portions of the United States 
and Oanada, and a free platform will be given to all 
persons who may hav a word to say for pure stare 
All, without exception, are welcome 
to this Congress in the wide-awake little city in the 


secularization. 


valley of the beautifui Ohio. 
R. B. Wesrsroox, President. 
Attest: Ina C. Onappocs, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 1, 1890. 


Tolstoi and “The Kreutzer Sonata."* 
Count Tolstci is a man of genius. 


lowest—that is to say, from the worst to the best. 


He knows the vices of the rich and the virtues of 
He is a Christian, a real believer in the 
Old and New Testaments, an honest follower of the 
He denounces luxury and 
ease, art and music; he regards a flower with suspi- 
cion, believing that beneath every blossom lies a 
coiled serpent. He agrees with Lazarus and de- 


the poor. 


peasant of Palestine. 


nounces Dives and the tax-gatherers. Heis opposed, 

not only to doctors of divinity, but of mediein. 
From the Mount of Olives he surveys the world. 
He is not a Ohristian like the pope in the Vatican, 


or a cardinal in a palace, or a bishop with revenues 


and retainers, or a millionaire who hires preachers 


to point out the wickedness of the poor, or the 
director of a museum who closes the doors on 


Sunday. He is a Christian something like Christ. 


To him this life is but a breathing-spell between 


the verdict and the execution; the sciences are sim- 


ply sowers of the seeds of pride, of arrogance and 
vice. Shocked by the cruelties and unspeakable 
horrors of war, he became a non-resistant and averred 
that he would not defend his own body or that of 
In this he 
followed the command of his master: “Resist not 
He passed not simply from war to peace, but 
from one extreme to the other, and advocated a doc- 
trin that would leave the basest of mankind. the 
rulers of the world. This was and is the error of a 


his daughter from insult and outrage. 


evil.” 


great and tender soul. 


He did not accept all the teachings of Ohrist at 


once. His progress has been, judging from his 
writings, somewhat gradual; but by accepting one 


proposition he prepared himself for the acceptance of 


another. He is not only a Ohristian, but has the 
courage of his convictions, and goes without hesita- 
tion to the logical conclusion. . . . 

Count Tolstci, following parts of the New Testa- 
ment, regards love as essentially impure. He seems 
really to think that there is a love superior to human 
love; that the love of man for woman, of woman for 
man, is, after all, a kind of glittering degradation ; 
that it is better to love God than woman; better 
to love the invisible phantoms of the skies than the 
children upon our knees—in other words, that it is 
far better to love a heaven somewhere else than to 
make one here. He seems to think that women 
adorn themselvs simply for the purpose of getting 
in their power the innocent and unsuspecting men. 
He forgets that the best and purest of human 
beings are controled, for the most part uncon 
sciously, by the hidden, subtil tendencies of nature. 
He seems to forget the great fact of “natural selec- 
tion,” and that the choice of one in preference to 
all others is the result of forces beyond the control 
of the individual. To him there seems to be no 
purity in love, because men are influenced by forms, 
by the beauty of women; and women, knowing this 
fact, according to him, act, and consequently both 
are equally guilty. He endeavors to show that love 
is a delusion ; that at best it can last but a few days ; 
that it must of necessity be succeeded by indiffer- 
ence, then by disgust, lastly by hatred; that in 


* Extracts from an article in the Worth American Review of 
September ; price 50 cents; for sale at this office. 


Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 


He is ac- 
quainted with Russian life from the highest to the 
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every garden of Eden is a serpent of jealousy, and 
that the brightest days end with the yawn of ennui. 

Of course he is driven to the conclusion that life 
in this world is without value, that the race can bs 
perpetuated only by vice, and that the practice of 
the highest virtue would leave the world without the 
form of man. Strange as it may sound to some, 
this is the same conclusion reached by his divine 
master: “They did eat, they drank, they married, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered the ark and the flood came and destroyed 
them all.” “Everyone that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive 
an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.” 

According to Ohristianity as it really is and really 
was, the Christian should hav no home in this world 
—at least none until the earth has been purified by 
fire. His sffactions should be given to God; not to 
wife and children, not to friends or country. .He 
is here but for a time on a journey, waiting for the 
summons. This life is a kind of dock running out 
into the sea of eternity, on which he waits for trans- 
portation. Nothing here is of any importance; the 
joys of life are frivolous and corrupting, and by 
losing these few gleams of happiness in this world 
he will bask forever in the unclouded rays of infinit 
joy. Why should a man risk an eternity of perfect 
happiness for the sake of enjoying himself a few 
days with his wife and children? Why should he 
become an eternal outcast for the sake of having a 
home and fireside here ? 

The “fathers” of the church had the same opin- 

ion of marriage. They agreed with St. Paul, and 
Tolstoï agrees with them. They had the same oon- 
tempt for wives and mothers, and uttered the same 
blasphemies sgainst that divine passion that has 
filled the world with art and song. . . . 
r-Count Tolstci, in “The Kreutzer Sonata,” has 
drawn, with s free hand, one of the vilest and basest 
of men for his hero. He is suspicious, jealous, cruel, 
infamous. The wife is infinitly too good for such a 
wild unreasoning beast, and yet the writer of this 
insane story seems to justify the assassin. If this is 
a true picture of wedded life in Russia, no wonder 
that Count Tolstci looks forward with pleasure to 
the extinction of the human race. : 
Of all the passions that can take possession of the 
heart or brain jealousy is the worst. For many gen- 
erations the chemists sought for the secret by which 
all metals could be changed to gold, and through 
which the basest could become the best. Jealousy 
seeks exactly the opposit. It endeavors to trans- 
mute the very gold of love into the dross of shame 
and crime. 

The story of “The Kreutzer Sonata” seems to 
hav been written for the purpose of showing that 
woman is at fault; that she has no right to be 
attractiv, no right to be beautiful; and that she is 
morally responsible for the contour of her throat, 
for the pose of her body, for the symmetry of her 
limbs, for the red of her lips, and for the dimples in 
her cheeks. 

The opposit of this doctrin is nearer true. It 
would be far better to hold people responsible for 
their ugliness than for their beauty. It may be true 
that the soul, the mind, in some wondrous way 
fashions the body, and that to that extent every 
individual is responsible for his lcoks. It may be 
that the man or woman thinking high thoughts will 
giv, necessarily, a nobility to expression and a beauty 
to outline. 

It is not true that the sins of man can be laid 
justly at the feet of woman. Women are better than 
men; they hav greater responsibilities; they bear 
even the burdens of joy. This is the real reason 
why their faults are considered greater. 

Men and women desire each other and this desire 
is a condition of civilization, progress, and happiness, 
and of everything of real value. But there is this 
profound difference in the sexes: in man this desire 
is the foundation of love, while in woman love is the 
foundation of this desire. 

Tolstci seems to be a stranger to the heart of 
woman. . . . 

The author of “The Kreutzer Sonata” is uncon- 
ciously the enemy of mankind. He is filled with 
what might be called a merciless pity, a sympathy 
almost malicious. Had he lived a few centuries ago, 
he might hav founded a religion ; but the most he 
can now do is, perhaps, to create the necessity for 
another asylum. . . . 

And yet there are many writers busy pointing out 
the loathsomeness of Jove and their own virtues. 
Only a little while ago an article appeared in one of 
the magazines.in which all women who did not dress 
according to the provincial prudery of the writer 
were denounced as impure. Millions of refined and — 
virtuous wives and mothers were described as drip- 
ping with pollution because they enjoyed dancing 
and were so well formed that they were not obliged 
to cover their arms and throats to avoid the pity of 
their associates. And yet the article itself is far 
more indelicate than any dance or any dress, or even 
lack of dress. What a curious opinion dried apples 
hav of fruit upon the tree! . . . 
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But the worst thing in “The Kreutzer Sonata” is 
the declaration that a husband can by force compel 
the wife to love and obey him. Love is not the child 
of fear ; it isnot the result of force. No one can love 
on compulsion. Even Jehovah found that it was im- 
possible to compel theJewstolovehim. He issued his 
command to that effect, coupled with threats of pain 
and death, but his chosen people failed to respond. 

Love is the perfume of the heart ; it isnot subject 
to the will of husbands, or kings, or God. 

Count Tolstci would establish slavery in every 
house ; he would make every husband a tyrant and 
every wife a trembling serf. No wonder that he re- 
gards such marriage as s failure. He is in exact har- 
mony with the curse of Jehovah when he said unto 
woman: “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth chil- 
dren, and thy desire shall be unto thy husband, and 
he shall rule over thee.” 

Thisis the destruction of the family, the pollution 
of home, the crucifixion of love. 

Those who are truly married are neither masters 
nor servants. The idea of obedience is lost in the 
desire for the happiness of each. Love is not a con- 
viet, to be detained with bolts and chains. Love is 
the highest expression of liberty. ‘Love neither com- 
mands nor obeys. 

The curious thing is that the orthodox world in- 
sists that all men and women should obey tbe injunc- 
tions of Christ; that they should take him as the 
supreme example, and in all things follow his teach- 
ings. This is preached from countless pulpits and 
has been for many centuries. And yet the man whe 
does follow the savior, who insists that he will not 
resist evil, who sails what he has and givs to the poor, 
who deserts his wife and children for the love of God, 
is regarded as insane. 

Tolstoi, on most subjects, appears to be in accord 
with the founder of Christianity, with the apostles, 
with the writers of the New Testament, and with the 
fathers of the church; and yet a Obristian teacher 
of a Sabbath-school decides, in the capacity of 
postmaster-general, that “The Kreutzer Sonata” is 
unfit to be carried in the mails. 

Although I disagree with nearly every sentence in 
this book, regard the story as brutal and absurd, the 
view of life presented as cruel, vile, and false, yet I 
recognize the right of Count Tolstoi to express his 
opinions on all subjects, and the right of the men 
and women of America to read for themselvs. 

By comparing long periods of time, we see that, 
on the whole, the race is advancing ; that the world 
is growing steadily, and surely, better; that each 
generation enjoys more and suffers less than its pre- 
decessor. We find that our institutions hav the 
faults of individuals. Nations must be composed of 
men snd women; and as they hav their faults, 
nations cannot be perfect. The institution of mar- 
riage isa failure to the extent, and only to the extent, 
that the human rac» is a failure. Undoubtedly it is 
the best and most important institution that has been 
established by the civilized world. If there is 
unhappiness in that relation, if there is tyranny upon 
one side and misery upon the other, it is not the 
fault of marriage. Take homes from the world and 
only wild beasts are left. 

We cannot cure the evils of our day and time by a 

return to savagery. It is not necessary to become 
ignorant to increase our happiness. The highway 
of civilization leads to the light. The time will come 
when the human race will be truly enlightened, when 
labor will receive its due reward, when the last insti- 
„tution begotten of ignorance and savagery will dis- 
appear. The time will come when the whole world 
will say that the love of man for woman, of woman 
for man, of mother for child, is the highest, the no- 
blest, the purest, of which the heart is capable. 

Love, human love, love of men and women, love of 
mothers, fathers, and babes, is the perpetual and 

: beneficent force. Not the love of phantoms, the love 
that builds cathedrals and dungeons, that trembles 
and prays, that kneels and curses; but the real love, 
the love that felled the forests, navigated the seas, 
subdued the earth, explored continents, built count- 
less homes, and founded nations—the love that 
kindled the creativ flame and wrought the miracles 
of art, that gave us all there is of music, from the 
cradle song that gives to infancy its smiling sleep to 
the great symphony that bears the soul away with 
wings of fire—the real love, mother of every virtue 
and of every joy. Rosert G. INGERSOLL. 

————o 

Moses Harman Temporarily Released. 

$ From Lucifer. 

On Saturday, August 30th, just seventeen weeks 
from the date of my incarceration in the Kansas 
state prison, I was released—discharged on the 
order of Judge Caldwell, of the United States circuit 
court. After many delays, caused in part by absence 
of the judge and district attorney, David Overmyer 
succeeded in getting au order for a new trial, ona 
* writ of error," I think it is technically called. The 
hearing of the case will take place at Topeka in 
November next. Before the order for discharge 
could take effect, a $2,500 “ appearance” bond had 
to he filed in the clerk’s office at Topeka, and also 


another bond of like amount binding the prisoner to 
prosecute said appeal “to effect,” that is, to a ter- 
mination. 

The order for my release was brought to the 
prison by my son George Harman, at about 10.30 4 m 
The officer who brought the word to the kitchen 
found me broom in hand, cleaning up the litter made 
by the process of peeling and coring a barrel of 
apples for dinner. That the command to pack my 
“traps” and follow the messenger was obeyed with 
alacrity, will easily be imagined. Before 12 w. the 
prison stripes were doffed and citizen’s dress donned, 
and all necessary arrangements made to depart on 
the homeward journey. But when about to say 
good-bye to the officers, Deputy Warden Higgins 
said, “ It is now near 12 o'clock ; your train will not 
be here till 5:50. You had better go in to dinner, 
and then make yourself comfortable till train time.” 
Accepting with thanks the kind invitation, we en- 
joyed a hearty dinner in the officers dining hall, 
then took a stroll among the flower bede and 
ornamental shrubbery just outside the walls, then 
spent the remainder of the waiting hours in the 
warden's office, writing letters. 

The ride homeward was enjoyed with a zest that 
can better bs imagined than described. There had 
been a fine rain in the morning, the air was fresh 
and delicious, all nature wore a joyous smile, as 
though sorrow and suffering were things unknown. 
For the first time in four months I saw the sun set 
and moon rise, saw the green fields, the groves, and 
the running brooks. 

Arriving at Valley Falls s little after dark, we 
found the platform of the station crowded with peo- 
ple, from many of whom the ex-convict received a 
hearty shake of the hand and words of earnest and 
doubtless honest welcome. I should be glad to 
record the names of all who met me at the station 
with fraternal and neighborly greeting, but owing to 
lack of space and owing to the fact that in the dark- 
ness it was impossible to recognize and remember all 
whose names deserve mention in such a list, I shall 
be obliged to forego the pleasure it would giv me to 
make personal mention of all and of any. Suffice it 
for the present to say that from the bottom of my 
heart I thank all who then and since then hav by 
words and deeds expressed pleasure at my deliver- 


ance from prison walls. Mosrs Harman. 
— 


. | Looking Backward and Forward in the Har- 


' man Case. 

In Lucifer, dated August 29th, though in fact 
printed several days later, appears an editorial by 
Mr. Moses Harman, headed, '* Home Again,” and an- 
nouncing to his friends that he was released from 
the Kansas state prison on Saturday, August 30:h, 
efter just seventeen weeks’ incarceration there. 

The misfortunes, mistakes, and outrages of the 
first trial are sufficiently fresh in the minds of readers 
of the Liberal papers, but there are some things 
which it is now time to tell concerning the efforts of 
Mr. Harman’s friends to effect his release. Two 
methods were put in operation, thongh they were 
apparently inconsistent, or at least seemed to bear 
no relation one to the other. Petitions for pardon 
were circulated and presented, while at the same 
time Mr. Overmyer was moving the usual processes 
of law to obtain a new trial. 

The mills of government grind slowly, especially 
during the summer season when every Official must 
hav his days or weeks of vacation, and to those who 
knew just what was being done it seemed a neck and 
neck race of the two plans with little choice between 
them; but the “writ of error” has. won, and we all 
rejoice, as the object was not the success of any par- 
ticular method, but the accomplishment of the release 
of our man. 

Those who helped the petition plan will be inter- 
ested to know that Mr. M. M. Pomeroy obtained an 
interview with President Harrison and Attorney- 
General Miller in behalf of Mr. Harman on July 29th; 
that he then presented verbal and written arguments 
and “brief” showing cause why Mr. Harman’ had 
been improperly convicted and imprisoned, together 
with a petition “of the vicinage” numbering nearly 
three hundred names of the business men of Valley 
Falls (about_five-sixthe of that class); and that on 
August ,8 roll of over seven thousand name 
two hu foot_long, was forwarded to Washing- 
ton and its receipt acknowledged by the department. 
Many petitions hav been sent direct, and rumor says 
there hav been enough to occasion remark in the 
White House that Mr. Harman had a good many 
friends in a great many places. Quite a number of 
petitions hav com Since the large roll was 
sent in, so that one who is in a position to know has 
not the slightest doubt that over ten thousand names 
hav been signed to Harman petitions. I was about 
to make up another roll when the news came of Mr. 
Harman’s release by due process of law, and it there- 
fore hardly seems to be “timely” now to send in 
more petitions. We may conclude either that the 
two methods hav worked together for good, that the 
department of justice in Washington has favored and 
helped to make possible the new trial, or that now 
that there is to be a new trial the president and his 


"advisers will consider it expedient to postpone fur- 
ther consideration of the policy of pardon until the 
regular court, proceedings shall hav been concluded. 


It is now a good time to recall the fact that one 


great reason why our opportunities for a fair hearing 
of this case were utterly lost in the first trial was be- 
cause Mr. Harman was so short of ready means a5 
to feel under the necessity of economizing when it 
was very unsafe so to do. Wedo not mean to ig- 
nore other reasons, nor in the light of the past could 
we put forth the notion that it might hav been pos- 
sible to hav had a fair trial before Judge Foster with 
any amount of financial support that it would hav 
been possible to supply to Mr. Harman, but Judge 
Caldwell is credited with possessing a judicial spirit, 
and a respect for hia court that will make impossible 
any such prostitution of it as occurred when Judge 
Foster disgracefully insulted his victim while sen- 
tencing him to five years’ imprisonment. 
Judge Caldwell on the bench and Mr. Overmyer at- 
tending to Mr. Harman's and other interests we may 
lake new hope and work with fresh coursge for the 
cause of liberty and justice. 


With 


By means of personal solicitation, both directly 


and by correspondence, a good many liberal contribu- 
tions to the Harman defense fund hav been obtained: 
$241.15 has been sent in by forty-one persons in 
amounts from fifty cents to $25 each. Twenty-five 
dollars of this total has been used in paying the ex- 
penses of Mr. Pomeroy’s trip to Washington (his 
time and services being his own generous contribu- 
tion). 
direct appeals has served to obtain most of the 
above fund, but the method is expensiv and involves 
much labor. 
consider himself individually invited to help in build- 
ing up the fund to at least $500 before the Novem- 
ber trial, so that it may not only be possible to make 
a complete and thorough defense, but also to hav it 
duly reported in shape to be of service hereafter for 


The plan of sending out personal letters or 


So we hope each reader of this will 


the protection of Mr. Harman if the case should hav 
to be carried to the Supreme Court, or for the ad- 
vantage of other defendants if the coming trial 
should happily terminate the case for our side. 
Many who hav already subscribed liberally wrote st 
the time expressing strongly the opinion that it is of 
great importance to fight ‘this case toa finish with 
all the strength that we cen bring to bear for the lib- 
erty of the press and mails, to determin by a fair and 
square test, if possible, whether the constitutional 
guarantees are really of any utility and force, whether 
they are facts to bank on or mere Fourth of July 
buncombe. If we hav any such rights as we hav 
been counting on, we must dare maintain them, and 
if we hav not, the sooner we know it from the high- 
est authority the better. 

Now we hav to report $216.15 on hand as so much 
hard shot or reliable weapons for the coming fray; 
are there enough friends of liberty to rally round 
the flag and pile up the shot until it shall foot up 
$500 and provide a substantial backing and support 
for the actual warriors who hav our fight to make, 
our fate to settle? All speak at once, this time, if 
you want to. E. B. Foorz, Js, 

Sacretary National Defense Association. - 

120 Lexington avenue, New York. 


The contributions to the fund so far, with names 
we feel at liberty to print, are: Mr. Pentecost’s 
Brooklyn society, $3.28; his New York society, 


-$8 83 ; Manhattan Liberal Club, New York, $15 52; 


Mrs. J. Doane, $1; C. Wetzel, $2; Mrs. E. J. Klop- 
fenstein, $1; J. S. Long. $1; Miss A. Leubusher, 
$1; S. Brewer, $1; E. D. Northrup, $2; Farmers’ 
Nationalist Olub, Fullerton, Cal, $2; F. Schmidt, 
$5; C. P. Berylson, $1; L. Schachtel, $6; A. B. 
Brown, fifty cents; Mrs. J. Hendry, sighty-seven 
cents; J. L. Parshall, $5; P. H. Foster, $10; F. 
Koezly, $5; Mrs. J. Smarl, $3; S. Brewer, $1; A. 
Van D, $25; R. B. Westbrook, $10; L. G., $10; N. 
F. G., $5; W. L. Willis, $5; J. A. Smith, $2; Wm. 
Smith, $10; Almond Owen, $5; O. T. Dreiss and 
R. Butterfield, $10; P. Cowen, $1; W. H. Pepper, 
$10; J. D. Powers, $10; A. F. Neunert, $150; 
Mrs. E. Lynn, sixty-five cents; B. F. Hyland, $5; 
Aaron Davis, $5, and other friends, $5, $5, $15, and 
$25. About one hundred petitions hav come to 
me from twenty-eight states and territories of the 
Union, the largest of them being, one of 462 names 
from Wilber, Neb.; one of 275 names of New York 
city ; 264 from Vineland, N. J.; 242 from Marshfield, 
Ore; 216 from Alliance, O.; 200 from Philadelphia, 
Pa; 163 from'San Francisco, Cal.; 181 from Wichita 
Fails, Tex.; 150 from Oourtlandt, O.; 120 from alif- 
ton, Kan; 113 from Orange City, Ia.; 110 from 
Kansas City, Mo. Mr. Pentecost's friends in New 
York and Brooklyn obtained about 1500 names on 
several petitions. E. B. F., Jr. 
—— A A 


W. S. Bert. has just concluded a course of six lectures at 
Prineville, Ore. A Secular Union was organized with the 
following-named gentlemen as officers: Knox Huston, pres- 
ident; A. C. Palmer, secretary; and C. Rogers, treasurer. 


W. F. Jamieson and Elder L. T. Nichols will hold an 
eight nights’ debate, commencin September 25th, in Kas- 
son, Minn., on the moral and mmoral teachings of the 
Bible. Mr. Jamieson may be addressed for lectures and 
debates at Kasson, Minn., until further notice. 
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Communications. 


Myth. 


. Savage and semicivilized peoples hav generally 
used figurativ language to express their ideas. That 
a great portion of the legends and fables are but ex- 
pressions of people concerning common, every-day 
affairs, the ordinary events of life, has been fully 
shown. 

Not many years ago legends and traditions were 
considered as entitled to as much credence 88 were 
the most authentic records of history, but recent in- 
vestigations of the learned hav nearly demolished the 
storehouse of myth. Persons and events that the 
credulous of those times assigned either to the super- 
natural, or to certain epochs of a long past history, 
are now relegated to the department of mythical folk- 
lore. An example in point is that of Wilhelm Tell. 
For ages people believed that Tell was a Swiss hero 
who helped free his nativ.land from the tyranny of 
the house of Hapsburg. Now, it isa fact that this 
identical legend is given in the folk-lores of the Danes, 
Norwegians, Russians, Persians, Turks, and the na- 
tions of India, in each of which Tell with his follow- 
ers are represented under different names as being 
nativ heroes. The Swiss historian Von Wyss says 
that Teli's name does not occur in the history of the 
three cantons, and that no such governor as Gessler 
ever served the house of Hapsburg. The story of 
Cinderella, and of Besuty and the Beast, occur in 
the folk-lores of no less than a half-dozen different 
people, and in each the legends are claimed as indi- 
vidual and peculiar property. The truth is that nine- 
tenths of the folk-lore, the systems of religion, and the 
nursery tales thai were told us during our childhood, 
hav a common origin. They, with the great epics of 
the olden time, can be traced to the East—to the 
Aryan nations, the Indo-European people. 

The story of Tell is an old Aryan sun-mylih. Tell 
is the solar hero whose arrows (rays) never miss their 
mark. Cinderella, s European maiden, when traced 
to her birthplace becomes an Aryan daughter of the 
dawn. Many of the myths hav been changed, clothed 
‘in new dresses, but the old Aryan form remains. 

The succinct facts of Aryan history are that thou- 
sands of years ago there dwelt in central Asia a num- 
ber of barbarian tribes united by the same msnners 
and customs, speaking different dialects of a common 
tongue—the offspring of one mother family. Six 
hundred years z.c. these tribes migrated ; one branch 
settled Europe and are the principal ruling nations 
there to-day, while from the other branch the 
Medes, Persians, and Hindoos hav sprung. 

Now, wherever these tribes settled they established 
there the myths of the fatherland, and, as one tribe 
knew the legends and traditions of all the others, it 
is evident that the folk-lore would become the com- 
mon property of alland be scattered throughout the 
length and breadth of the then known world. It is 
not strange then that Tell and Arthur, and Cinde- 
rella are claimed as individual and peculiar property 
by so many different nations. In many instances the 
legends hav been clothed in different dresses, per- 


haps from the peculiar story-telling faculty of the |p 


narrator, perhaps from local surroundings, those of 
time or place, perhaps from motivs of policy. But 
the story is the same; the dress may be different, but 
the legend itself, though clothed in many garbs, 
retains its original form. 

The analogies that exist between the folk-lores of 
different Aryan nations are common not only to 
their social and philosophical’ legends but to their 
religious traditions and creeds. The doctrins, the 
moral teachings, the wonderful legends (for miracles 
are only legends) that the religious devotee believes 
to be the peculiar property of his own and only in- 
spired religion may be found in many other systems 
much older than his—systems over whose temples 
there hangs equally as much of the smoke of inspira- 
tion—whose foundstions sre upheld by equally as 
many winged, harping ghosts. If the most bigoted 
Hebrew will read carefully the “Zend Avesta” of 
the Persians, he will be compelled to, admit that the 
resemblances existing between his own Semitic sys- 
tem and that of the Aryan are many and remarkable. 
If the most fanatical Christian will read carefully the 
Buddhist system of religion he will be compelled to 


admit that the analogies are so many and go striking’ 


as to be accounted for in no way other than that one 
or the other of the systems has borrowed by the 
wholesale, and when he makes this acknowledgment 
let him remember that Buddhism is much older than 
Christianity. An examination of the religions that 
hav passed away will show that the same likenesses 
existed fo a marked degree. The Egyptian or the 
Grecian who thought that certain gods were peculiar 
to his own nation was frequently surprised to find 
that those deities, under different names but having 
the same attributes, were worshiped by other 
peoplee, his neighbors. Like Cinderella, who though 
clothed in many dresses was Cinderella still. 
Now, some people may not be aware of the fact that 
the Jews never heard of Adam and Eve, the garden 
of Eden and the fall of man, until they saw the Per- 


sians. Such, however, is the case. The garden of 
Eden myth the Jews heard for tho first time from 
the lips of the Persians. So this inspired story be- 
comes an Aryan myth. Nor is this all. At 600 
po. the Jews were carried captiv to Babylon by the 
Persians. During the seventy years of their cap- 
tivity their religion underwent many changes. For 
instance, the ideas of the Persians concerning the 
immortality of the soul were accepted by the Jews 
and incorporated in the Hebrew faith. The Jews 
had no’ devil before their captivity by the Persians. 
The Persian Ahriman and his legions of devils 
became the Jewish Satan and his fiends. From 
what I hav said above I hav hoped to convey the 
idea that the religions of the past, as well as those of 
the present, are but parts of the folk-lores of dead 
and living peoples—that they hav a common origin, 
and belong as much to the region of myth as do Tell, 
and King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table. 
An impartial examination of any religion will find 
but little that is nct common to other systems. 
The newer religions hav borrowed from the older 
ones. So that if any religion is inspired of God, it 
must be the older faiths. Cinderella wore many 
dresses, the dress of the age in which and of the peo- 
ple among whom she lived, but she was Cinderella 
still. The Jews thought that they owned the only 
and original devil, but they stole their devil from the 
Persians ; besides, the devil lived in the folk-lores of 
other peoples. He was called by different names, 
that is all. In Hindoo myth, he was the dragon 
Vistra; with the Greeks he was Pluto; in Persian, 
Ahriman; in Hebrew, and Christian, Satan; but he 
was the devil all the same, though he bore different 
names. l 
Man, from the earliest ages to the present, has 
ever striven to explain away the mysteries of his sur- 
roundings ; and the folk-lores, legends, mythologies, 
systems of religion of the past, as well as the present, 
sre but expressions of opinions concerning matters 
in those times mysterious and incomprehensible. 
The history of all ages will show beyond dispute 
that in proportion as man has understood natural 
phenomena, the laws of physical science, in such 3 
proportion has he ceased to account for bis surround- 
ings through supernatural agencies. Hed the laws 
that govern the material universe been properly 
understood in the past, it is scercely probable that 
the teeming storehouse of myth would ever hav 
been built, that the long line of gods with the Naz- 
arene Jesus bringing up the rear would ever hav 
been born. If the old nameless savage whose birth- 
place is said to hav been somewhere under the 
Indian ocean had any ideas of a God or any system 
of religion, he has left no evidenee to that effect. In 
his primitiv state, when his narrow cranium contained 
but little more sense than those of the brutes, his 
curiosity, if he had any, was easily satisfied. But 
there came a time, when he arrived at a certain stage 
of his journey, at which curicsity demanded an ex- 
planation of surroundings. He found no explana- 
tion except that of supernatural agencies. Had any 
other solution, any rational explanation, appeared to 
his weak, credulous mind, he would just as readily 
hav accepted it, and the gods would never hav been 
orn. W. H. Reese. - 
Big Springs, Tex., Aug. 17, 1890. 
— 9-4 9À—— ——— —— 


Was It Murder! 


She was so young, and yet sc beautiful. Her long 
raven-black tresses, in which were still entwined 
some sea-weed, served to bring out in bolder relief 
her white, delicately chiseled features. 

I thought I detected a smile on her lips; yes, 
there it is, hardly formed yet, but still there. 


She smiled, probably, as she took that fatal plunge, 


happy in the-thought that now she was leaving the 
persecutions, the sneers snd jeers, of her more fortu- 
nate sisters; smiled, thinking that now she was 
entering that dreamless sleep from which there is 
no awakening ; joyous at the prospect of rest, rest 
even in the clammy arms of Death. 

There was nothing to indicate who she was or 
from whence she came, only the words, “ Unknown, 
found drowned,” but yet these words spoke volumes. 

They spoke of a yearning to be better, a desire to 
gain a higher plane; of disappointment, despair, 
and then of the abrupt ending of a miserable life. 
“Peace, peace,” was the cry that seemed to come 
from those stony lips, and, as that peace was denied 
her in this world, she rudely tore aside the great 
veil and sought it beyond. 

I was turning away to leave the morgue, when I 
saw an old lady, dressed in widow's garb, approach. 
Her forehead was deeply furrowed, in her eyes was 
reflected the broken heart, while her white lips quiv- 
ered with the emotion she strove in vain to hide. 

As she tottered forward to the marble slab on 
which lay the body of the girl she stopped suddenly, 
looked again, when, clasping her hands in her agony, 
she piteously cried, * O God, help me now!” then 
fell forward upon the stone floor unconscious. 

In a little while she came round, and, after taking 
another look at the corpse, she fully proved it to be 
that of her daughter, Mary Hatton, who left her 


home at S-—— over a year ago, and had not since 
been heard of. 1 

The story of her daughter's fall was one of Ohris- 
tian duplicity and woman's weakness. 

It seemed that Mary, who, at the time of her 
suicide, was only seventeen years old, was a teacher 
in a Sunday-school, where she made the acquaint- 
ance of an elder in the church, who oft-times ad- 
dressed the children on a Sabbath evening. 

* He was reputed to be such a good, kind Chris- 
tian gentleman,” said the widow, “that I'd almost 
believe an angel from heaven could sin before that 
man would bring dishonor on me and mine." 

Unknown to the widow, Mary often met this man. 
All through the summer were those clandestin 
walks taken through the shaded woodlands so much 
frequented by the village swains. 

At last the good people of the town, envious, no 
doubt, at what they thought Mary's good fortune, 
began to gossip and hint at the “ brazenness of oer- 
tain hussies” they knew of and wondered “if the 
good, pious elder could not see through the vile 
minx’s tacties.” 

Then Mary began to grow restless, the color for- 
sook her cheeks; her head, which she carried so 
queenly, was now bowed, while the great black 
circles around her eyes aud trembling lip bespoke 
her guilt, so the good gossips said. Yet never did 
her mother suspect her; she, alone, knew not of her 
seeming downfall, and, as usual, people wondered. 
Had she no eyes? they asked. Yes, of course, but.— 
then they smiled at each other in a meaning manner, 
lifted their noses high in the air as if seeking to 
breathe a purer atmosphere, and proceeded, did those 
honest Christian folks who prayed to God every 
Sunday to deal to them as they dealt to their neigh- 
bor, to circulate stories, in strict confidence, you 
kncw, that tvould blaéken the pure name of: Christ. 
It was only gossip; they meant nothing, they sfier- 
ward said, but start a snowball from a mountain- 
top and ere it reaches the plain it may be a death- 
dealing avalanche. Things harmless at the start may 
prove disastrous in the end. 

One dismal November evening Mary went out 
ostensibly to do some shopping, but never returned. 
Her mother waited in that lonely cottage far into 
ihe night for her child’s return, but she came not. 
Unable further to endure the suspense, the widow 
went out into the dismal streets to lock for her. 
From house to house she went, asking tidings of her 
daughter, while the rain came down in torrents, 
drenching the anxious mother to the skin. But all 
in vain. : 

Finally, when hope was almost dead, the news 
came. The agent at the railway depot had sold a 
ticket to a gentleman wEo hsd then handed it to 
Mary as she boarded the New York train. 

“Who was he? Well, he looked very much like 
Elder C——. ` 

To him the mother next went and asked for her 
ehild. But this man of God denied everything and 
wondered how she could advance such a charge. 

Then to her desolate home she returned, where 
upon her bended knees she cried to that God whom 
she had served so faithfully for the last half-century, 
to giv her back her child; but God heard not. Not 
until the gray dawn was stealing through the win- 
dow did she retire, but, oh! how aged she had 
grown. Her hair was white, her cheeks were fur- 
rowed and drawn in. It was a night of agony to 
her, & “ watch in the garden,” ag it were. 

Selling all the little property she had, she traveled 
to New York in order to find her child. Days and 
nights she trod the streets, searching the gilded 
halls of vice as well as its lowest haunts, but without 
avail. 

At last, when about to giv up in despair, she read 
this item in the paper and found her child in the 
morgue. 

I assisted to convey the body home, from whence, 
next day, the heart-broken mother took it for burial 
to the little town where lay the husband and father. 

Not long afterward, in respouse to a telegram 
sent me by a friend of Mrs. Hatton, I repaired to 
the little town of S——, just in time to catch the 
widow’s latest word. 

All funerals are sad, but this one was even more s0 
than the common. There were four friends and my- 
self, no weeping relativs, no priest or minister to 
mumble the last few words of Christian sympathy 
over the departed, nobody but the stolid old grave- 
digger, who looked on with a calm, unimpassioned 
eye, and we five. 

It was pitiful. And yet it was the work of a man, 
an elder in the church of God. He it is who is re- 
sponsible for these two deaths. For by taking away 
the honor—that priceless jewel in the crown of 
womanhood—of Mary Hatton, he had, in & measure, 
compelled her to become an outcast from society, 
and thus paved the way for her violent death. And, 
as through her daughter's honor he had dealt a fatal 
blow at the mother, he clearly, morally, murdered 
those two women as much ag the murderer who was 
electricided in New York last week murdered hia 
victim. 

There is no greater coward, no name which ought 


to be held more accursed, than he who with a lie 
upon his lips ruins tho fair and innocent. 

Brother, speak kindly to the unfortunate, remem- 
ber they are women, although degraded. 


For gently scan your brither man, 
Still gentler, sister woman, 
For though they gang a kennan wrang 
. . To step aside is human. 


Fort Sill, W. K. Rosertson, 


— t —————— 
A Voice from the West Indies. 


In looking over the laws of Trinidad I happened 
to come across the part which treats of the practice 
of “obeah.” It says: “The word 'obeah' shall 
signify every pretended assumption of supernatural 
power or knowledge, whether for fraudulent or illicit 
purposes, or for gain, etc., etc." 

The “obeah man” occupies the same place among 
the Africans as the “medicin man” among the In 
dians, and the priest or parson among other religions. 
His ‘position, therefore, is of some consequence 
among his people, and yet he is punishable under 
. the following: “Every person who, by the practice 

of obash, or by any occult means, or by any assump- 
tion of supernatural power or knowledge, shall intim- 
idate or attempt to intimidate any person, or shall 
obtain or endeavor to obtain any chattel, money, or 
valuable security from any other person, or to re- 
store any other person to health, and every person 
who shall procure, counsel, induca, or persuade, or en- 
deavor to persuade any other person to commit any 
such offense shall, on conviction before any stipend- 
iary justice, be imprisoned with or without hard 
labor, for any term not exceeding six months, and if 
a male, may be once privately whipped during the 
continuance of such imprisonment.” ` 

From this we observe that the poor “ obeah man” 
is sent to prison, and even whipped, for practicing his 
religion. In my opinion the Roman Catholic priest 
is as much indictable under this law—-in fact, priests 
of all religions—as the “obsah mah," because their 
profession comes under the head of the definition of 
“obeak.” The Romish and other priests pretend to 
the assumption of supernatural power or knowledge; 
they receive money of their deluded victims for the 
purpose of assuming to know of the supernatural, 
and yet they are allowed to go scot-free, and the 

. priest of the African is liable to be imprisoned and 
whipped. O tempora, O mores / 

Under the head of Blasphemy I find: “ Blas- 
phemy, writing and publishing, or printing and pub- 
lishing, any blaspemous libel . . In each and 
every of the above cases, every such offender shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall suffer such 
punishment by a fine or imprisonment, with or with- 
out hard labor, for such term not exceeding two 
years, or by both fine and imprisonment, as the court 
shall think fit and proper." i 

This is the notorious law under which this priest- 
ridden and “cloven foot" government wanted to 
prosecute the present writer for blasphémy for print- 
ing and distributing tracts describing the propensi- 
ties of the “ Bible God.” But they failed—ignomini- 
ously failed. Whilst the authorities, headed by an 
inspector of police—a bigoted, fanatical Irishman 
who instead of attending to his duties is seen every 
minute of the day either in the church or in the 
company of certain priests, making merry over the 
“ ould eraythur "— were taking evidence, the present 

- writer defied them and still continued the distribu- 
tion of his tracts, to the great annoyance of the 
clergy, aud with this consequence, that he has com- 
pletely vindicated the cause of Freethought in his 
country and has made it very popular. 

The Roman Catholic archbishop of Port-of-Spain 
is as fat and rosy an archbishop as can be seen any- 
where. His greatest pleasure is to drive about the 
city in his carriage and pair, and dressed up in his 
finest cassocks, and he is quite a “ masher.” 

A description of the Hindoo feast of passing the 
fire, or Zhini Therunal, which occurred this 
month, might not be out of place. This is a sacrifice 
to thedeities. For soms weeks before, the sacrificers 
liv in the temple making invocations, eto., to the 
deities. Every other day the idols are carried three 
times around the temple by the sacrificers, accom- 
panied with singing, drum-beating, dancing, etc. 
The females, with boxes filled with rice, cocoanuts, 
and fruits, offer them as sacrifices to the deities. A 
large pole thirty feet high, with steps, is erected in 
front of the temple. On the top isa platform on 
which is placed camphor, incense, cocoanuts, and 
other fruits. On the day of the festival a young 
Indian bedecked with fancy clothing, and with 
a bow and arrow, climbs up the pole and at every 
step sings a verse from the Hindoo scriptures. When 
he gets to the top he lights the incense and 
offers a sacrifice. On the ground a little distance 
from the pole is a Jarge pile of wood, and this is 
lighted by the young Indian when he comes down 
from the polo. 

After this is to be seen a very curious sight. It 
is the Indians who torture themselvs by means of 
parasol wires being passed through their sides, 
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and which are being continually kept wet with 
water. The high priest hes a wire which pierces 
his upper lip, through the tongue to the lower 
lip. Then comes the cruel part of the performance, 
the offering of the goats and cocks. These poor 
animals and birds are decapitated. Some of the 
gods prefer goats, some chickens, and others rice and 
fruits. About 3 pm. the candidates are collected— 
only men. They form a procession and take a 
bath in the sea before passing through the fire. 
Around the pile of wood, which occupies & space 
of about twenty feet square, ara drains filled 
with water. Now comes the critical moment. 
The candidates come with a terrible noise nnd 
pass through the fire three times; they are then 
whipped and gent home purified, and thus ends 
the yearly feast of Zhini Therunal. E. S. 


——— — a ————— 


A Watehful Providence. 


It would seem sacrilegious and cruel to criticise or 
comment upon any incident or saying in connection 
with the Quincy, Mass., disaster, August 19th, but 
for the opportunity of illustrating the ignorance or 
bigotry, perhaps both, with which religion binds its 
devotees. 

One of the passengers, in relating his experience 
to a reporter, said: “ How did I escape? I hardly 
know; it was a miracle! Why I and a few others 
should hav been chosen from the fifty or more to 
escape 80 ea-ily, I do not know ; it must hav been a 
watchful providence.” Yet he goes on to tell how by 
natural means he left the car, after having called it 
“a miracle,” and due a “ watchful providence.” 

Such is the stupidity and nonsense of Christian 
belief that repeatedly we hear and read in this, and 
similar occurrences, “ His escape was miraculous,” 
“ A providential refuge,” ate. 

Now, in this Quincy disaster, providence permitted 
a workman’s track jack to remain on the track, when 
if he then had removed it by & miracle, there would 
hav been no disaster at all, and he would hav had no 
need to work the other miracle by which Mr. Pennell 
and the few others were saved. But no, the work- 
men heerd the approaching train and leaped from 
the track to save their lives, leaving the jack behind 
them, and the engin and cars striking it. were 
dersiled, aud twenty-two persons killed or hav since 
died, and as many more seriously injured or maimed 
for life. God worked no miracle to lift that jack 
from the road and prevent the disaster! But he 
chose to save the life of Mr. Pennell and a few others 
in the doomed car, and so his “ watehful providence ” 
knocked a hole through the bottom of the car large 
snough for him to crawl through, and a few others, 
while some fifty were dead, dying, or being suffocated 
around him. 

Now, God saw that jack, know it would derail that 
express train, in which were several hundred pas- 
sengers, but he raw not fit to interfere to prevent 
the awful catastrophe, but let the train run on it, and 
engin, cars, and passengers be wrecked together, hot, 
dense steam scalding and blinding those who could 
otherwise hav escaped! But he, all indifferent to 
the many who perished, was busy with his “ watch- 
ful providence,” choosing and planning how to save 
Mr. Pennell and a few others in that doomed oar ! 

Three children of one family, and their mother, 
aud her husband's mother, taken out of the game car 
dead or dying, and the only remaining little girl, ten 
years old, so bruised she is not yet out of danger, 
while a “watchful providence” is knocking a hole 
through the ear in order to let Mr. Pennell and the 
few escape! Surely God's ways are not our ways, 
when he bereft Mr. Fenly of bis three children, his 
mother, and his wife, by one stroke, and spared Mr. 
Pennell in the game car by his “ watchful providence.” 
It is not surprising that Mr. Pennell should wonder 
why he and a few others should hav been chosen by 
a “watchful providence” when he and they, prob- 
ably, were no better than those that an wnwaichful 
providence chose £o hav killed or shockingly injured 
or maimed. 

Cannot anyone see that there was a natural cause 
for the hole being knocked through the car as much 
as for the train being derailed by the jeck? Will the 
derailing be laid to a “ watchful providence,” or will 
the frightened workmen be convicted and the rail- 
road company compelled to pay damages all around? 
Why not indict providencs, since he creates evil as 
well as good, and works a miracle to kill as well as 
to save? 

Oh, how silly such belief in the last decade of the 
nineteenth century, in these United States of 
America! Aud yet our dailies and popular papers 
publish such stuff as if they believed it true. What 
a contrast from the present could we take up no 
book or paper and hav our good sense offended by 
such sophistry, or our reason challenged by a faith 
that every thinker must perceive has no foundation 
in reality ! ! 

It does seem as if these bigoted ones might be 
reached, but when I realize that it is ingrained I giv 
up in hopeless despair. Erra E, Gussow. 

Barre, Mass., Aug. 29, 1890. 
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Gems of Thought. 
GLENDOWER. At my nativity, 
The front of heaven was full of fiery shapes, 
Of burning crescents ; and, at my birth, 
The frame and huge foundation of the earth 
Shaked like a coward. - 
Hotspur. Why, so it would hav done 
At the same seagon, if your mother's cat had 
But kittened, though yourssif had ne'er been born. 


Glend. Y can call spirits from the vasty deep. 
Hot. Why, so can I, or so can any man, 
But will they come when you do call for them? 
Glend. Why, I can teach you, cousin, to command 
The devil. ; ; 
Hot. And I can teach thee, coz, to shame the devil, 
By telling truth ; teil truth and shame the devil. 
—Shakspere. 


Man began to suspect that the order of the uni- 
verse was not constantly being changed to assist him - 
beeause he repeated a creed. — Ingersoll. 


We often find philosophers dissatisfied with an ex- 
planation which is swffictent, and seeking additional 
causes among data that are not given but assumed 
for the purpose.— Lewes. 


We are to admit no more causes of natural things 
than such as are both trus, and sufficient to explain . 
the appearancss.—Sir Isaac Newtons Rule I of 
Logic. . 


OCunistranity and the Roman empire were in the 
sttitude of two animals on the point of devouring 
each other, withcut knowing what are the causes 
of their hostility. When a society cf men takes 
such an attitude as the Christians did in the midst 
of a great society, and when it becomes in the 
state a republic of itself, even were it composed 
of angels, if isa scourge. It is not without reason 
that they were detested, these men in appearance 
so gentle and so beneficent. They were in reality 
demolishing the Roman empire. They were drink- 
ing its strength; they were robbing its functions, 
especially the army, of the finest subjects. It is 
useless fo say & man is a good citizen because he 
pays his taxes, is charitable, sober, and settled, 
when he is in reality & citizen of heaven, and con- 
siders the earthly fatherland simply as a prison 
where he is chained up side by side with wretches. 
The fatherland, one's country, is an earthly thing ; a 
man who wants te play the angel is always a poor 
patriot. Religious exaltstion is dangerous for the 


state.— Renan. 


> 


Wnuznzvzn sectarian feeling is keenly felt, it proves 
stronger than patriotism.—Lecky. 


Ir can hardly be doubted that we must, 
gooner or later, subsiitute the more comprehensiv 
view, that life is a property of all matter, and that 
the classification of bodies into animate and inanimate, 
or into organic and inorganic, is merely a provisional 
arrangement, convenient, parhaps, for our present 
purposes, bet which, like ail similar divisions, will 
eventually be merged in a higher and wider scheme. 
— Buckle. ` 


We thus arrive at the extremely important convio- 
tion that all natural bodies which are known to us 
are equally animated, that the distinction which has 
been made between animate end inanimate bodies 
does not exist. Whon a stone is thrown into the air, 
and falls to earth according to definit laws, or when 
in a solution of sali & crystal is formed, the phenom- 
enon is neither more nor legs a mechanical manifesta- 
tion of life than the growth and flowering of plants, 
than the propagation of animals or the activity of 
their senses, then the peresption or the formation of 
thought in man.— Haeckel, 


You despise booke; you whose whole lives nre 
absorbed in the vanities of ambition, the pursuit of 
pleasure, or indolence; but remember that all the 
known world, except only savage nations, is governed 
by books. Ail Africa, to the limits of Ethiopia and 
Nigritia, obeys the book of the Koran, after bowing 
to the book of the Gospel. China is ruled by the 
moral book of Confucius, and a great part of India 
by the Vedah. Persia was governed for ages by the 
books of one of the Zoroasters.— Voltaire. 


Hirszrro the learned in Italy hav not enjoyed 
the consideration to which they were entitled. 
They lived retired in their laboratories and libraries, 
too happy if they covld escape the notice, and conse. 
quently the persecution, of kings and priests. It is 
no longer thus—there is no longer religious inquisi- 
tion, nor despotic power. Thought is free in Italy. 
I invite the literary and scientific persons to consult 
together, and propose to me their ideas on the sub- 
jest of giving new vigor and life to the fine arts and 
the sciences. All who desire to visit France will be 
received with distinction by the government. The 
people of France hav more pride in enroling among 
their citizens a skilful mathematician, a painter of 
reputation, a distinguished man in any class of liter- 
ature, than in adding to their territories a large and 
wealthy city.—Vapoleon Bonaparte, 
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Mr. Wendling’s Mistake. 

The South, apparently, is waking up on religious 
questions. We hav answered questions for two 
Southern readers in the two previous issues of THE 
Truru Sxexer, and here is another inquirer for facts 
from Warrensburg, Mo. He sends us a clipping 
from a local journal, reporting a speech by that noted 
“answerer " of Ingersoll, Hon. George R. Wendling, 
with the request that our views be developed thereon. 
The gist of Mr. Wendling’s statement is this: 

“That Christianity was the main lever in pushing civiliza- 
tion, art, sclence, commerce, and in fact everything that helps 
or ennobles the human race.” 

This is by no means the first time we hav met this 

: assertion, and it is just as false now as it was decades 
ago. But itis a lie that “is still on its travels, go- 

. ing from Sunday-school to Sunday-school, from pul- 
pit to pulpit,.from hypocrit to savage—that is to say, 
from missionary to Hottentot—without the slightest 
evidence of fatigue—fresh and strong, and in its 
cheeks the roses and lilies of perfect health.” 

. The influence of Christianity upon the world, in- 
stead of making for progress, instead of pushing civ- 
ilization, art, science, commerce, has been conserva- 
tiv and retarded all of them. Its measures are megs- 
ures of hundreds of years ago, and so faras it has 
abandoned them it has become no longer Christian- 
ity. The Christian church has opposed innovation, 
progress, invention, in short, all science, as long as it 
could, and when compelled to retreat from its un- 
tenable position, has turned round and claimed the 
credit of championing the advance. So it was in the 
abolition of slavery, the church praying the negro 
into slavery and keeping him there with texts from 
the Bible, hurling anathema afier anathema at the 
heads of the Abolitionists for wanting him free. But 
when the Infidel Lincoln struck his fetters off, the 
church turned round and said, Behold our work. 
Proof that the church did nothing can be found in 
thousands of sermons, in the fact that the aiders and 
abettors of the whip-scarred slave were Infidels and 
Quakers, and further that all the prominent Aboli- 
tionists joined the ranks of the Freethinkers, lectur- 
ing and working for the emancipation of white men’s 
minds from a slavery no less degrading, from a thral- 
dom no less galling, than physical slavery. 

As to art, “the commandment, ‘Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth,’ was the absolute death of Art, aud not till 
after the destruction of Jerusalem was there a 
Hebrew painter or sculptor.” Christians who giv to 
us the “living canvas and the breathing stone” are 
breaking the commandments of their God, and are 
heretics. Real Christians, it would seem, ought to 
keep the commandments. 

. As to science, which makes commerce and civiliza- 
tion possible, how has Christianity helped it? The 
late Professor Draper, who is one of the best author- 
ities on the conflict, says: “ The history of science is 
not the mere record of isolated discoveries; it is the 

` narrativ of the conflict of two contending powers, the 


expansiv force of the human intellect on the one side, 
and the compression arising from traditionary faith 
and human interests on the other.” This “expansiv 
force of the human intellect” is the brave heretics 
which every age has produced—pioneers in clearing 
the way through theological labyrinths ; the tradi- 
tionary faith is the church ; the human interests the 
efforts of a priesthood to enslave mankind. The 
interest of the church was and is best subserved by 
keeping the people ignorant. Knowledge of the 
shallowness and falseness of the claims of the self- 
appointed ministers is a dangerous weapon to put 
into the hands of a layman, and the authorities of 
the church knew it. They know it now better than 
ever, and that is why we hear this persistent reitera- 
tion of the service Christianity has rendered to the 
world. If the priests can only make the people 
believe they are or hav been of some use, they hope 
to retain their sinecures. To hear the churchmen 
talk one would think their establishment had done 
nothing but build colleges for the spread of science, 
when everyone knows that the pages of history are 
red with the blood of thousands of martyrs to science. 
Every man who gave birth to a new thought was 
hunted down and slain, if priestly power could do it. 
“As to science, she has never," as the same author 
says, “ sought to ally herself to civil power. She has 
never attempted to throw odium or inflict social ruin 
on any human being. She has never subjected any 
one to mental torment, physical torture, least of all 
to death, for the purpose of upholding or promoting 
her ideas. She presents herself unstained by cruel- 
ties and crimes. But in the Vatican—we hav only 
to recall the Iaquisition—the hands that are now 
raised in appeals to the most merciful are crimsoned. 
They hav been steeped in blood.” 

The church was overthrown in the conflict as to the 
shape of the earth; in her insistence that the earth is 
the central and most important part of the universe; 
and also in the controversy respecting the age of the 
world. 

Who does not remember Hypatia and Oyril—phi- 
losophy and Christian bigotry! As Oyril treated 
Hypatia so has the church in all ages treated phi- 
losophy and science. The fate of the gifted woman 
was intended by the church as a warning to all who 
would cultivate profane learning. 

Can anyone believe. that a religion that would 
burn a Bruno has any sympathy with the science he 
taught? Bruno was an Infidel. He doubted tran- 
substantiation and the immaculate conception. He 
was also a devoted student of science, and for these 
things he was consigned to the flames. How the 
church did love the heretic! how she aided science ! 
Sacred science was confined to four propositions, 
every one of which has been disproved. They were: 
1. That the date of creation was not more than four 
or five thousand years before Christ; 2. That the 
world was made in six days from nothing ; 3. That 
the deluge was universal, and the animals which sur- 
vived ib were preserved in the ark; 4. That Adam 
was created perfect, but fell in consequence of having 
been tempted to eat an apple. 

All science outside of these ridiculous and unten- 


‘able propositions was of the devil, and its promulga- 


tors were given in this world a foretaste of what 
their heavenly father was preparing for them in the 
next. Errors in religion, even, were punished with 
corporal tortures, and errors in this “ sacred science” 
were promptly followed by death. 

As for philosophy, the church, Protestant and 
Catholic, did all it could to discourage its study. 
The Catholies murdered Hypatia, and Luther and 
Melanethon, the leaders of the Reformation, were 
determined to banish it from the church. “Luther 
declared that the study of Aristotle is wholly useless; 
his vilification of that Greek philosopher knew no 
bounds. ‘He is, says Luther, ‘truly a devil, a 
horrid calumniator, a wicked sycophant, a prince of 
darkness, a real Apollyon, a beast, a most horrid im- 
postor on mankind, one in whom there is scarcely 
any philosophy, a public and professed liar, a goat, 
a complete epicure, this twice execrable Aristotle.’ 
The schoolmen were, so Luther said, ‘locusts, cater- 
pillars, frogs, lice.’ These opinions were also enter- 
tained by Oalvin.” The worthies held that the Bible 
contained the sum and substance of all knowledge 
useful or possible to man. Everything in physical 
science or in philosophy must lie upon the procrus- 
tean bed of the Pentateuch. 

And yet the leaders of Christianity teach that to 


Christianity we owe the civilization of this century 
They are, indeed, blind teachers of the blind. If 
there is one invention of importance, one step for 
ward in progress, one new fact in science that has 
not been fought by the church, we do not remember 
it. Printing, the art that has done so much for the 
world, was to the churchmen of the Middle Ages the 
work of the devil. Steam locomotion was, according 
to them, an idea which proceeded from the same 
source; the ides of sending a vessel across the ocean 
propelled by steam was thought by a Christian com- 
munity to be flying in the face of providence. God 
had made the winds to fill the sails, and to use any 
other power was sacrilege. The telegraph met with 
pious opposition. Grave old deacons solemnly pro- 
tested against putting lightning-rods upon houses 
because God made the lightning and hurled the bolts 
from his own hand. To thwart his will was, to say 
the least, very impious. The fanning-mill was blas- 
phemy. l i 

No one dares claim that Christianity ever had a 
kindly feeling for science. Tke primitiv church was 
for abolishing all philosophy from within its limits. 
During the hundreds of years when the church 
swayed her scepter over the old world all was intel- 
lectual darkness. Scarcely a layman could be found 
who could sign his own name. 
Mohammedans were making vast strides forward 
Christianity was persecuting them, burning every book 
it could lay its hands on and beheading every man 
who wrote one. Magnificent libraries were ruth- 
lessly consigned to the flames. The astronomy of the 
church consisted in saying the earth was flat, and the 
gun, moon, and stars were lights set by God in the 
firmament. Its physicians consulted the entrails of 
sheep and nailed bloody tokens to the doors of 
houses to influence the sex of children. All the. 
knowledge they got must first be measured by the 
Bible. 


If persecuting every student of nature, everyone 
who endeavored to help mankind rise from low sav- 
agery to enlightened civilization, is retarding prog- 
res’, then the Ohristian church has certainly been a 
bane to the world. It opposed astronomy and im- 
prisoned the astronomers. It opposed medicin, and 
burnt the doctors. It has waged a continuous war- 
fare upon science. In the fourteenth century the 
church burnt alive a man of seventy years because 
he said the earth was round, and one of the greatest 
painters of the time represented him as struggling 
in the flames of hell. Everyone knows that Galileo 
suffered for his heresy. The existence of the antip- 
odes was denied because “the apostles were com- 
manded to go into all the world and to preach the 
gospel to every creature. They did not go to any 
such part of the world as the antipodes, they did not 
preach to any creature there, ergo, no antipodes 
exist.” 

When Columbus said that by sailing west a new 
continent might be discovered, he was laughed to 
scorn by the learned men of the church. No such 
continent was mentioned in the Bible; therefore it 
did not exist. The theologians overwhelmed him 
with quotations from the Psalms, from St. Paul, 
from Augustine. Even after he had demonstrated 
the truth of his theory of the earth's sphericity the 
church, by its highest authority, again committed 
itself to the theory of its flatness. 

Magellan encountered the same opposition from 
the Christians. Even after he sailed around the 
earth the church still swore it was flat. 

Can it be said that the science of geography owes 
anything to the church ? 

For thirty-six years Copernicus did not dare pub- 
lish his * Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies.” And 
when he did the church burnt his book, and had he 
not died would undoubtedly hav served the author 
in the same way. Martin Luther, the great apostle 
of Protestant Ohristianity, said: “ People gave ear 
to an upstart astrologer, who strove to show that the 
earth revolves, not the heavens or the firmament, the 
sun and moon. Whoever wishes to appear clever 
must devise some new system, which of all systems 
is, of course, the very best. This fool wishes to re- 
verse the entire science of astronomy. But sacred 
scripture tells us that Joshua commanded the sun to 
stand still and not the earth." Melancthon, another 
great light of the church, said substantially the same. 
And so did the whole Christian world. 

The doctrin of Copernicus was denounced by the 
church as “ heretical” and “Atheistic.” The Domin- 


While the Moors and ~ 


THE TEUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 13, 1890. 


585 


Rp PE A SSE SE SSS SS TS SS OS 7 E IC, 


ican father Oaccini said that “geometry is of the 
devil, and mathematicians should be banished as the 
authors of all heresies,” and for this scientific utter- 
ance he was promoted by the church. The bishop 
of Fiesole screamed in rage against the system. The 
archbishop of Pisa sought to deliver Galileo to the 
Inquisition. The archbishop of Florence condemned 
the doctrin as unscriptural. The whole Ohristian 
church took up arms against the heresy, and Galileo 
was finally imprisoned by the Inquisition. 

Christianity was in existence fifteen centuries be- 
fore it produced an astronomer, and when one arose 
the church persecuted him so that he delayed pub- 
lishing his works over thirty years. 

Can it be said that the science of astronomy owes 
anything to the Ohristian religion? 

Medicin was also opposed to the church. St. Au- 
gustine spsaks of the “ medical men who are called 
anatomisis,” and says that “with a cruel zeal for 
science they hav dissected the bodies of the dead, 
and hav pried into the secrets of the human body to 
learn the nature of disease and how it might be 
cured.” In the thirteenth century Pope Innocent 
III. forbade surgical operations. Pope Honorius 


forbade medicin to be practiced by those under his 


spiritual authority. The Dominicans banished books 
on medicin. Pope Boniface VIII. interdicted dis- 
section as sacrilege. The greatest physician of the 
time was accused of sorcery, and of dealing with the 
devil. The archbishop of Tarragona excommuni- 
cated him. He was driven from Paris and Montpel- 
lier, and finally every place in France was closed 
against him and he became an outcast. According 
to the church all the astronomers were Infidels and 
Atheists, and the chemists and physicians were sor- 
cerers and leaguers with the devil. Even inocula- 
tion for the cure of small-pox, for which Christian 
physicians contend so strenuously now, was de 
nounced as of the devil; and the use of chloroform 
in obstetrical operations was opposed as avoiding 
the primeval curse of woman pronounced by God in 
the Garden. 

Oan it be said that medicin is indebted to Ohris- 
tianity for the progress it has made ? 

Geology and geologists suffered the same perse- 
cutions at the hands of the churchmen. From the 
first inception of this science war was waged upon 
it, for the church saw in if, as it had in astronomy, 
the complete overthrow of the Mosaic account of 
creation. The Christian idea was that God made 
everything just as we see it at the beginning, and to 
say that anything had been made since was heresy. 
' In the sixteenth century the faculty of Paris de- 
stroyed all treatises on geology, banished the authors 
from Paris, and forbade them to liv in towns or 
enter places of public resort. In the middle of the 
eighteenth century Buffon attempted to state simple 
and fundamental geological truths, when the theo- 
logical faculty of the Sorbonne set upon him, forced 
him to recant, and to print his recantation. And 
the most bitter war upon this science was waged by 
Protestants, English theologians being the most 
fierce. 

It can hardly be claimed that Ohristianity did 
much for geology. 

And soit has been with all sciences. Even the 
rude science of agriculture was opposed by the 
church. The peasants of Russia were at one time 
interdicted from raising and eating potatoes. As 
before mentioned, the use of the fanning-mill was 
blagphemqus, and contrary to the text that the “ wind 
bloweth where it listeth ;" and in the early part of 
this century such use was considered as being in league 
with the devil, and sufficient excuse for excommuni- 
cation from the Scotch church. The introduction of 
railways into France was declared by an archbishop 
to be an evidence of divine displeasure against coun- 
try tavern-keepers who had given their guests meat 
on fast-days, and railroads and telegraphs were de- 
nounced from hundreds of pulpits as being “ heralds 
of Antichrist.” The discussion of the question 
whether man sprung from one pair or several pairs 
was in our own country but a few years ago declared 
Atheistic, and the proposer of the question was 
called to order and silenced by a noted Protestant 
divine. At one time it was held by the church that 
any map of the world that did not place Jerusalem 
in the center was impious. The taking of a census 
was denounced in Sweden and our country by the 
church. Life insurance, too, has been regarded as 
blasphemy. The writings of Darwin, Huzley, Lyell, 


and others hay been denounced by archbishops as 
“shameful theories," and fatal to morality. A ool- 
lege of medicin was, but a few years ago, denounced 
because one of its professors could find no soul in 
man. 

' Ohristianity, as a religion, has never done anything 
for the education of humanity. Some men hav arisen 
in all ages, who, although Christians, could not be 
kept down by the church, and they hav founded 
schools and advanced science. But the church hes 
always hunted them as heretics. Oould Copernicus, 
Galileo, Bruno, Bacon, speak from their almost for- 
gotten graves they could tell how Christianity aided 
science in the Middle Ages. And wherever the 
church got control of a school it either destroyed it 
or confined its teaching to the arithmetical problem 
of how to make one three and three one. It was not 
Ohristianity that founded universities, but the irre 
sistible spirit of progression which the church could 
not wholly repress. The Roman Catholic church 
hated the Reformation, yet the Reformation came. 
Christians might as well claim that the church aided 
that as to say Christianity aided science. The near- 
est approach to a perfect Christian institution was 
the Inquisition, which Paramo of Sicily traces from 
the almighty down through the patriarchs Moses, 
Nebuchadnezzar, and King David. 

The church has been the great drag upon the 
world, keeping it back as long as she was able, 
and then when anything has been accomplished 
in spite of her she has claimed the credit. We could 
multiply these instances a thousand fold. But we 
hav said enough to show that to the Ohristian relig- 
ion the world is indebted for nothing, while to the 
brave, persistent efforts of heretics it owes every- 
thing. Thus far science has conquered in every case. 
As Professor White says: “There has never been a 
scientific theory framed from the use of scriptural 
texts, wholly or partially, which has been made to 
stand.” Every time the Bible and the church hav 
had to giv way to science and scientific methods. 
Religious men hav accomplished much ; the Christian 
religion has done nothing. It has been a tremen- 
dous obstacle to all reforms, all advancement. 
But men are rapidly learning its true worth, and it 
will not be many years ere they will laugh to scorn 
its pretensions as a civilizer, and he will be a brave 
minister indeed (or. idiotic) who will claim that 
it is anything but a bundle of superstitions and 
traditions which should be laid on the same shelf 


as the mythology of the pagan gods. 


—— M Gan i ———————— 
Quibhles. 


‘Our friend Burr writes concerning our gentle criti- 
eism of Mr. Lyman C. Howe: 

“ Your indictment of Lyman C. Howe for self-contradic- 
tion will hav to be quashed. Inadvertently and unintention- 
ally you hav garbled his language. He did not say, ‘The 
slates were ALL filled with messages,’ but, speaking generally, 
‘The slates are filled. He doubtless is well aware that there 
are exceptional cases when the slate is not filled at all, even 
after repeated trials. 

** Purthermore, it appears from your own statement that 
it was not Mr. Howe, but the medium Reid, who said, ‘ The 
slates are filled with messages.’ 

** This appears to be a worse blunder than when you mis- 
construed & statement of Miss Wixon, and, comparing it 
with a private note of mine, thought you had detected in 
me & want of accuracy. Burr.” 


In indorsing Mr. Reid in his letter to the Spiritual 
Instructor Mr. Howe made Mr. Reid’s statement to 
private sitters his own, and this after having had 
sittings with him which were in every case total fail- 
ures, as he now tells us. Certainly the public was 
deceived by his statement, and it is this deception 
which we protest against. The inadvertent substitu- 
tion of the words “ were all” for “ are” in no wise 
changes the matter. 

We did not misconstrue a statement by Miss 
Wixon. Mr. Burr made assertions regarding a 
sitting the editor of our “Obildren’s Corner" had 
with a medium which were not borne out by the 
statements of the editor herself. That is all. 

————— ip 
Editorial Notes. 


AT the Single Tax convention held in this city last week 
the Rev. Dr. Thackeray proposed the formation of a Single 
Tax Brotherhood of Religious Teachers. The idea devel- 
oped opposition of a character which showed that some of 
the single taxers did not take much stock in religion or in 
clergymen. One speaker had this to say: ‘‘These men 
[ministers] hav been talking from their pulpits for centuries, 
and what hav they done? Henry George has done more in 
ten years than they hav done in & thousand.” W. T. 


| Croasdale, in a vigorous speech, which was vehemently ap 


plauded, said the American system of government was based 
upon 8 separation of church and state, and that clergymen as 
such should not be represented in the single-tax movement. 
Dr. Thackeray’s amendment was defeated by a unanimous 
vote. 


Tue ‘‘ Kreutzer Sonata” has afforded the authorities of 
Philadelphia a chance to show their ignorance. A balf- 
dozen street pedlers hav been arrested for selling the book 
by order of Police Superintendent Lamon. At the trial Mr. 
Lamon said he had read considerable about the book, and 
on Friday a citizen had complained to him about its sale on 
the street. In the opinion of the witness the book was ob- 
scene. It was not a decent book for anybody to read. It 
was on this account that the witness had interdicted it. 
** You hav no power to interdict,” said Counselor Arundel. 
The counsel then requested the witness to point out some 
passages in the book which he considered obscene. The 
witness picked a copy of the book from a basketful near him, 
and turned to that part which denounced marriage as being 
unchristian and unchaste. He read the passage slowly, and 
when he had concluded it he said he considered it obscene. 
He then read other passages. The counsel asked if he had 
read Fielding, Pope, and Shakspere. Mr. Lamon replied 
that he had, and the counsel inquired if he had not found 
more obscene utterances in these works, and Mr. Lamon 
was not sure that he had. ‘Or in the Bible ?" persisted the 
counsel. Mr. Lamon became indignant, and hotly replied : 
‘‘T won’t answer that question.” ‘So you hold that the 
doctrin inculcated in this book is pernicious?” continued 
counsel. ‘‘I do, and it has been interdicted by the post- 
master-general.” Mr. Arundel held that the work was not ob- 
scene, and asked that the men might be discharged. 
“ What!” exclaimed the magistrate, ‘ do you mean to say 
that the passages just read are not obscene?” ‘‘ A perverted 
mind might so construe them,” was the quiet rejoinder. 
The court appeared confused. Mr. Arundel said that he 
had read the work, but the court asked if he would allow 
the book to enter his home and be read by his daughter. ‘I 
hav no daughter," was the reply, ‘‘ and there is no use quib- 
bling over this matter. No judge would hold these defend- 
ants, as they are merely the agents of others." Counsel 
asked that the magistrate read this book before giving a 
decision, but the court ruled that the work was obscene, and 
held the defendants in $500 bail each, with the remark that 
every person caught selling the book on the street would be 
arrested. Counsel raised the point that the same work was 
sold in bookstores, and the magistrate said that if complaint 
was made about the sales, he would take the same action he 
had in this case. Counselor Arundel will test the matter by 
& writ of habeas corpus, confident of securing the acquittal 
of his clients. Monumental jackasses isa mild name for 
these suppressors. . 

— eor 


` Personal. 


Our friends and Mr. Heston’s friends will be delighted to 
learn that his health is rapidly improving and that within a 
short time he will again be designing pictures for Tx 
TEUTH SEEKER. 


Everybody we know will rejoice that Mr. Mendum of the 
Investigator holds his own with disease and old age, and that 
his eighty years bid fair to lengthen into many more. He 
recently suffered a severe attack of illness that alarmed his 
friends, but the last Znvestigator reports him doing well. 


Mr. Bradlaugh says in the last National Reformer: ** When 
this reaches the reader Ihope to be on Loch Long fishing, 
and to hav arrived there midday Tuesday. I shall remain 
with the fishes and midges until midday. Saturday, 13th 
September, returning to London by the night mail. 
Although I hav not worked this year nearly so hard as in 
any of the thirty-five previous years of my life, I hav felt 
less able than heretofore to bear any heavy strain, and I 
need the rest I take." 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Watts passed through this city last 
week on their way to their Toronto home. They had been 
recreating at their old London home for a few weeks. Mr. 
Watts is looking strong and well,but his wife is better- 
looking than he is. The genial Canadian lectured several 
times to his old friends, though the London fog took away 
his voice fora while, and was most heartily welcomed. He 
returns to his work for Freethought invigorated and enthusi- 
astic. Canada, he says, will soon be a civilized country, 
where & gentleman can liv without bending a knee to the 
preachers. Times are changing there owing to the activ 
efforts of the Canadian Secularists. ° 


The Boston Record prints this paragraph: '* Mrs. Robert 
G. Ingersoll is the recipient of countless tracts, church prints, 
leaflets, and religious publications embracing every modern 
creed. The senders evidently hav one shrewd point in mind 
— believing firmly that if they can reach Mrs. Ingersoll suc- 
cessfully, she can be depended upon to win over the eloquent 
Robert.” The senders might as well spare themselvs the 
trouble and save their postage. Mrs. Ingersoll is altogether 
too kind-hearted to ever become a Christian, and too big- 
brained to heed their tracts. She knows already all that the 
church can say, and she does not feel the more kindly toward 
it for its persistent, scurrilous, spiteful, and idiotic abuse of 
Colonel Ingersoll. When the church gets Mrs. Ingersoll 
away from her husband, the heavens will collapse—and 
there doesn’t seem to be any immediate danger of that. 

————9——————— 

Tue TauTrH Szexzr Company's Catalog of Freethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free to any ad- 
dress upon application. 
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| I was a volunteer soldier in the war of 1812, and at Platts- 
burg the 12th of September. Truly yours, Dr. L. Post. 


Zellers from friends. 


SALIDA, CoL., Aug. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like to call the attention of Brother 
Peck and other anti-Catholics to. two vital, central facts. 
Religious liberty has been already overthrown in this 
country, and it is not the work of Catholics, but of Protest- 
ants. What the Catholics may do some day if they get the 


Hatirax, N. 8., Aug. 18, 1890. 
Mr, Epitor: I am glad to see that the picture book is in 
press, and hope to hav it soon. I hav got a number to take 
Tux TRUTA SEEKER here. I should like to hav more. But 
Iam glad that Freethought is increasing here, slowly but 
surely. I will write you in a few days. W. JoRNSTON. 


are doing is not a matter of conjecture. The Methodist 
church is the leader in treason. If the Catholics éver set up 
their rule in America it will be when Protestant plotters 
hav prepared the way. And this Catholic reign, if it comes, 
will come in good season and will subgerve the interest of 
liberty. All dissenters will fare alike. Christians will lose 
their liberty. Infidels hav now very little to lose. The 
little popes will learn the value of freedom to others by being 
deprived of it themselvs; and if principle fail, self-interest 
will impel them to join hands with the Liberals in a com- 
mon defense of a just, impartial government. 

The proposition to disfranchise Catholics is absurdly 
impractical, besides being anti-American and unsecular. 
What gain to destroy the Inquisition of Rome to set one up 
in America? The republic asks no questions about & man’s 
religion, establishes no test, knows no constructiv treason. 
All the churches build their heaven into a monarchy, hav 
their liveried embassadors, and avow their allegiance to a 
king. Not what & man believes, but what he does; this is 
the American test. And tried by this rule the Protestants 
of America, not the Catholics, are the rebels and traitors. 
Puritan New England compelled a man to join the church 


BusunzLL, ILL., Aug. 21, 1890. 
Mn. Eprror: I do not want to miss a number, I shall be 
glad to welcome Heston back. What most disturbs my 
mental equanimity is the inertia of so many who call them- 
selvs (confidentially) Freethinkers. They are not Freethink- 
.ers, or they would not be afraid to show their colors. 
Yours for truth though the heavens fall, S. L. BABBITT. 


GREENVILLÐ, PA., Aug. 23, 1890. 

Mr. Enor: Another hypocrit has been preaching virtue 
and holiness in connection with his orthodox mythology until 
he came to hav no more respect for virtue than he did for 
his orthodox doctrins. The person who has had his name 
addec to the long list of hypocrits and criminals this time is 
Rev. H. E. Johnson, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Greenville, Pa. This humbug disciple of Jesus 
has been very strict with the young people of his church 
and would not hav them go to dances or theaters, or read 
any works of fiction, but it has now been found out that he 
has enticed a number of young ladies into his study and not 
less than twenty-three charges of an immodest nature hav 


l j ; the Protestants hav done and | ; 
power; we can Judge; what ‘if Icould send him in a newspaper. 


been brought against him. Rev. (?) Johnson was bitterly 
opposed to all ** Infidels ” and an ardent advocate of the doc- 
trin of biblical infallibility and & vicarious atonement, a fact 
which no doubt accounts for his immoral crimes. 

A. W. D. 

MoMisnvitiz, TENN., Aug. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Some months ago I purchased a few copies 
of those '' Belf-Contradictions." 
the Bible, etc., and put in it for an introduction. I hav 
handed out thousands of circulars, and sold several ‘‘ Self- 
Contradictions.” This has raised a rumpus. Yesterday 
Lee Harris, ‘‘ the Cow-boy Preacher,” formed a crowd near 
my house, and sang, prayed, preached, all in thirty minutes, 
and then held up his hand, saying: ‘I hav here a little 
tract, pamphlet, book, or whatever you choose to call it. I 
hav written it in answer to that Infidel’s ‘One Hundred 
and Forty-four Contradictions of the Bible.’ I sell them for 
fifteen cents." But no.one bought. He then offered tickets 
to the Opera House lecture that he was going to giv about 
his cowboy life and travels in Africa. Nobody bought. Bo 
the parson was mistaken both in the place and the title of 
the book, for it is; ‘‘ One Hundred and Forty-four Proposi- 
tions, and Hundreds of Self-Contradictions.” And as he 
left without lecturing, I did not see the book, but if he has 

printed it as he spoke it, then I hav got him foul. 
J. FLzrog WOODWARD. 


Cua Grove, N. C., Aug. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: We hav been blessed with the annual 
Methodistrevival, and & revival it was, too, consisting of 
three days and one night, two sermons per diem. I visited 
every day. and was lucky to hear the pastor, man of God, 
etc., the Rev. Mr. York, tell a characteristic Christian lie. 
It ran as follows, in the author's own words: ‘‘ Tom Paine, 
the prince of Infidels, who wrote against the word of God, 
who denied the existence of hell, on his deathbed said to his 
physician, ‘If you save my life for two weeks I'll giv you 
half of my fortune.’ ‘I cannot do it,’ said the physician, 
‘and you hav but a short time to liv.’ And said Paine, 
‘If I die now I'll go to hell.’” Hurrah for York! Can he 
be excelled at his trade? He should bear the title, prince of 
the liars, as Thomas Paine was prince of the Infidels. It 
takes gospel-pounders to lie. They cannot be excelled. 

But it would be unfair to close this letter without giving 
the result of the revival. It was as follows: One convert, 
and that & child of only ten or twelve years of age, who no 
doubt was persuaded by the pastor to go up to God around 
the altar of Harris Chapel, Methodist Episcopal church, 
South, of which the Rev. Mr. York is sky-pilot and con- 
ductor of ceremonies. A TRUTHSERKER. 

San Disco, Car., Aug. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I sma reader of and take great interest in 
Tur Trota BxxkxR. Please allow me & small place in your 
valuable paper. Iam rather advanced in life—ninety-four 
years of age. I still take great interest in the welfare of my 
country and that of humanity. It givs me pain to see so many 
of my fellow-beings living in the bonds of superstition, big- 


otry, fraud, end deception, perfectly satisfied to accept some 


other person's sayings instead of investigating for themselvs, 
no matter of what vital importance the subject may be. 


I joined the Baptist church when I was about sixteen 
Ioften think of the question Deacon Knapp 
asked me when I related my experience tothe church. This 
* Lewis, do you think you love God so much or to 
that extent that in case he in his infinit wisdom, justice, and 
love should decide it was absolutely necessary for justice that 
he should send you to hell there to dwell in eternal torment 
for ever and ever, youcould love and praise God there in 
I said nothing. 
I looked about the au- 

I said nothing. He 
I finally said, ‘‘8*poseso ” 
—left off the 7. I remained in the church about forty years, 
I could act the 


years of age. 


was it: 


that condition ?" Thinks I, that is a choker. 
There was a spasm above my heart. 

dience. They were all losking at me. 
repeated his qnestion as before. 
more or less & doubter. I finally withdrew. 


hypocrit no longer. 


before he could vote. 
Protestants to share with them their religious liberty and 
when the guests got the majority they disfranchised them. 
These are the style of men who hav made liberty a name, 
equality a mockery. How many in the long list of outrages 
compiled by you, Mr. Editor, are chargeable to Catholic 
aggression? Steal! 
public. 
And who are enforcing them against dissenters? How many 
of our lawmakers are Catholics? It is the dominant party 
run by Protestant priests that is responsible for the treason. 
to the republic already instelled and that which is brewing. 
Bear that in mind, brethren of the Secular church. 


I wrote a short history of. 


The Catholics of Maryland invited 


Of course, they'll all steal from the 
But who make the laws that disgrace our statutes? 


C. M. Overton. 


ALLIANOE, O., Aug. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav taken the paper since Bennett’s 


incarceration, and feel that it is worthy of support by those 
who love liberty of speech, press, or mails. 
be sustained financially to raise your voice against injustice 
wherever found. So many Liberals are illiberal, and ever so 
many are indifferent to our danger. 


I hope you will 


The goddess of Liberty 
is stabbed upon all sides, and why do not her worshipers fly 
to her defense? If ever the times demanded true women 
and brave men, itis now. No Freethinker is safe from per- 
secution. And when I think of those our brothers who are 
in ‘‘ durance vile ” because they dare to speak or print their 
bonest thought hoping to benefit the race, my heart is full 
of indignation, and I wonder how such things can be in our 
free country. But we are not free. While we slept, the 
enemy has sown tares. While in fancied security we were 
not watchful, the ecclesiastical power has fastened its venom. 
ous fangs into the nation’s life. How shall we be free? 
How shall we rouse the great army of lovers of liberty so 
that unitedly they may strike the destroyer of their dearest 
rights—so that all may hav their constitutional rights to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness? Strange that people 


cannot be free to hav ideas on reform, even if they should 
happen to be alone in their theory. 
inventions which now 80 bless the world was once held by 


Each of all the great 


one individual, and if before each was made practical it was 
revealed to others, why, all men would hav thought the 
inventor insane and needing to be confined for his own good. 
We all need ‘‘ room to grow,” and especially should no one 
be punished or confined unless it is proved that they intend 
to injure some one, or do injure some one. 

Has not the obscenity law done enough violence to honest, 
honorable people, and is it not apparent enough that it is 
only used to oppress the social reformers and to crush out 
Freethought literature, instead of suppressing the really 
obscene? Is this not so evident that we should raise a pro- 
test, and work for repeal of the obnoxious, unconstitutional 
law? I know it is a delicate subject. I should not want to 
raise the floodgate of the really obscene, and we might be 
misundeistood. But I will say that only through investi- 
gation of these subjects by the noble and true reformer, by 
the very ones who are now persecuted as obscenists, will the 
world ever reach a higher plane of life than the present. I 
wish I could believe that Comstock really desires to make 
the world better, purer, or more-moral. Then I could pity 
his mistaken zeal. 

Let us reformers be earnest in our work, tolerant of differ- 
ences, and ever hopeful for the future. ÑB. S. Rooxare. 


CAMBRIDGEPORT, Mass., Aug. 23, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: There appears to be great diversity of opin- 
ion in regard to Mr. Heywood among Taz TRUTH SEEKER'S 
writers, and it is natural that there should be among Liberals, 
for each one is a god in him or herself. They are not 
molded in the same mold as the Christians are, so each 
one has a perfect right to establish a standard of morality for 
himself. l hav noright to force my standard of God upon 
you, nor you hav no right to compel me to accept your stan- 
dard of morals, or religious belief or disbelief, but each of us 
ought to hav the right to express our opinion as to the merits 
of our god, 


. 

But the Christian and the Christian government do not say 
so. They say: ''You must come to my idols which I hav set 
up. If not, we will compel you to work for us at hard labor 
fora time and times and half a time, just as our Christian 
judges see fit.” Christians ought to know by this time that 
compulsion will not gain one true convert to their standard ; 
they hav tried it long and hard ever since the burning of 
witches in Salem, this state, up to the incarcerating of Mr, 
Heywood in the Massachusetts prison. 

I called last Saturday to see him, but could not. I asked 
I was asked what paper. 
"Tt is a Radical paper, the New York TRurH BEEKER.” 
With a very distinct but gentlemanly shrug of the shoulders 
the answer came promptly: ** O3, no, there isa list of papers 
and magazines allowed.” So Mr. Russel (warden ?) handed 
me & list, which I will forward to you so you can see that 
Tus TRUTA SEEKER fails to show up. I called to see 
if there was any way in which I could serve him, 
in the matter of petitions or otherwise. I do not 
personally agree with Mr. Heywood’s plan of conducting 
his paper, but I would fight for the right he has to conduct it 
80, and if there is any paper to sign for his holiness the presi- 
dent of this gloriously free United States to extend his pardon- 
ing power I will doall I can to get signers to hav him released 
from that fearful punishment, more unjust than purgatory, 
for there the priest will get him out for a small amount of 
filthy lucre. 

I hope Heston will soon get better, for Tau TRUTH SEEKER 
looks bare, and certainly will be sat upon by Mr. Comstock 
in a short time for not having its fine clothes on. I would 
like the cartoon book, but must hav the new illustrated Bible 
when published. I am, as ever, 

Yours for free press, free mails, and free speech, 
I. W. AnROHIBALD. 


New OaAMBRIA, Kan., Aug. 24, 1890. 

Mr. Eptror: It almost knocked the enthusiasm out of us 
for the People's party of Kansas upon reading the preamble 
to their platform. Here it is: ''The People's party of 
Kansas in delegate convention assembled, recognize al- 
mighty God as the rightful sovereign of nations, from whom 
all just powers of government are derived, and to whose 
will all human enactments ought to conform.” That was as 
much 88 we read until three days later. It took all that time 
to digest it. It fell on us likea wet blanket. We came very 
near not reviving in time to vote for that party in Novem- 
ber. But upon reading the rest of the platform we could 
not find anything to take exception to, and as the above was 
not included in the demands we looked upon it as & mere 
form (which, it is needless to tell you, we did not like) 
allowed in order to catch the Prohibition vote. The pretext 
of the Prohibitionists is Prohibition, but their real object is 
to get God in the Constitution. We are unable to say 
whether they captured the convention to that extent, or it 
was thrown out to them asa sop to catch their vote. Be 
that as it may, the People's party came near losing more 
than it will gain, because, judging by the numerous Liberals 
we know who are unanimous in favor of the People’s party, 
or were, I will wager a new hat that they outnumber the out 
and out Prohibitionist two to one. I know whereof I speak, 
having been among both elements pretty extensivly—in fact, 
among all elements, as an agent—and I thought to my- 
self, ‘‘ Don’t giv up the ship." And as all Liberals that 
know me know I hav carried the dey against all opposition 
when Liberals themselvs hav counseled me that there could 
be nothing done, I think my judgment is at least entitled to 
some weight. "Therefore, I would counsel the brethren to 
stick to them, “if it takes all summer,” for the following 
reason: With the People's party we stand on neutral ground 
and are not asking one another to '* come over to our party,” 
but are all agreeing to go over to a new party, and the only 
way we can hav any influence on parties or legislation is to 
vote or act ina body. And if all will see to it, from this on 
we can even repair much that has been lost in this campaign. 
The most of the representativs and senators to the state leg- 
islature are to be chosen yet. And the people want to see to 
it that they choose fair-minded men as delegates. So we 
say, do not leave the People's party on a mere trifie, but try 
and hold any religious encroachment in check. Say to them 
virtually, We do not wish to force our views upon this 
party, but we would warn all whom it may concern that 
they must not try and enforce theirs, so they had better heed 
the Golden Rule. In our sub-alliance the ‘Liberal element 
predominates so much that the religious people positivly 
refuse to furnish a chaplain, so your humble servant and an 
Infidel lady were competitors for that office, and she was 
elected. The religious class say virtually that they are not 
a-going to pray to a set of Infidels. We keep giving out 
Liberal papers and the People’s party papers, all we can get 
hold of. 

We wish to notice the above preamble briefly. It says we 
‘recognize almighty God as the rightful sovereign of na. 
tions.” When applied to a monarchy it makes him king. 
Perhaps those nations think it very kind for a mere handful 
of self-righteous people of this country to select their sov. 
ereign. When applied to a republic or this country we 
might exclaim, ‘‘ Behold, God has become as one of us;” 
and as we believe in popular sovereignty, if he will take up 
his residence in one of the states and remain there a sufficient 
time to become & legal voter, we will not challenge him on 
the ground that this government was of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. So when we come to think the 
matter over seriously, this was not as big an objection as we 
first thought it was. 

lagree with Sister Elmina and D:. Severance that before 
& person is convicted on any charge it ought to be proved 
that he has injured somebody in person or property, and 
that folks should not leave it to a modern Inquisition to as- 
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sume. I hav not as good an opinion of judges as some; I 
look upon them às time-gervers who cannot arise above the 
ighorance of the time, as in the good old days of slavery and 
Witcheralt. I said, ' modern intjulsition,” because when 
any government allows any society to organize for the sup- 
pression of anything it can be excusable only, as you 
said, Mr. Editor, ‘‘out on the frontier for the suppression of 
horsethieves.” And that is quite a different case altogether. 
It would be a very easy matter to prove that somebody had 
‘been injured for every horse that was stolen. 

There is quite a difference between the injured person 
prosecuting a case and a self-constituted agent who has be. 
come hardened to the business, and has no feeling for the 
victims or their families, doing so. 

Just as sure as Torquemada was an inquisitor-general, so 
is Anthony Comstock. The only difference is in degree, and 
not in fact. And whenever any government. allows a little 
fovernment organifed within it for the very purpose that 
the government is organized for, it becomes an Inquisition. 
And so Anthony’ Comstock ought to be suppressed. 

Joun W. ABBOTT. 


PorTLAND, ORE., Aug. 17, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: My letter is on some reasons why I am not 
& Spiritualist, or the proper way to convert a ‘cold 
Materialist." 

First, I do not know what a spirit is, if it be an entity or 
possess an individuality, and yet is not matter, And second, 
if it be matter, ot substance, what are its chemical elements ? 
Or why cen it not be examined the same as other substances 
kre examined and tested by the same rules? I know that 
both of the above positions sre taken by Spiritualists thus: 
they reply that spirit is mattef, abd yet say it is immaterial. 
And that is done, too, by the saihe Spiritualist, as the 
exigencies of debate seem to demand. 

Now, that appears to me to be illogical and unfair, to say 
that a spirit is ‘‘ life itself; life, or living substance, consid. 
ered independently of corporeal existence; the intelligent, 
immaterial, and immortal part of man; the soul.” The 
above is a part of the definition given of spirit in Webster’s 
Practical Dictionary. I would hav given the definition in 
full, but it is too long, and does not change it, nor is it more 
contradictory. And it is the same definition I should get 
from every Spiritualist that I remember to hav talked with. 
And nothing that I can conceive of can be more contradic- 
tory than to call life a **living substance." If it is proper to 
call motion a substance, I must say it is one of those things 
that seem to me contradictory, and therefore a false premis ; 
‘hot an axiom, whith isa self-evident truth, but a sophistry 
Which on close examination turns out to be an illusion hid 
under & vast number of words joined with consummate 
skill with the intent to deceive. And yet it seemsto me that 
motion bears the same relation to matter that life does to 
substance or matter. I think I hear some one ask if I 
believe life and motion to be the same. I reply, it is 
impossible for me to conteive of life without motion, and 
yet it is a question if all motion be life. Because life with- 
out volition is almost inconceivable. * And it is almost equally 
absurd to say that everything thinks and wills before acting 
or moving. And it appears more sbsurd to me to say some- 
thing moves or thinks which “ has neither body or parts” 
(or is not matter); and therefore does not exist except in 
imagination. Motion does not exist as an entity. Ño, then, 
if life be motion itis not matter. But according to modern 
discovery no energy is ever lost. There are so many foot 
pounds stored or expended, but never lost; and like matter, 
force is indestructible. Then how can life or mind move or 
act where there is no matter to act upon or through? It 
seems like folly to talk so. Yet thousands do talk so, 
while others see the inconsistency and take the other 
horn of the dilemma and assert that spirit is matter and 
therefore an entity. Now, it is rulable and reasonable to 
expect those who make assertions to be willing and able to 
prove them. Orin other words, on the affirmativ rests the 
burden of proof. But so far as I hav examined they do not 
prove either that, or that there is such a thing as a spirit. 

But I hav had proof enough that some mediums try to 
cheat you when you are trying to investigate. However, I 
may be convinced that Iam mistaken. At least, I hav the 
assurance of a good Spiritualist that I shall be a Spiritualist 
soon. And at the same time he requested that the Spirit. 
ualists pray to the spirits to assist in converting me, and one 
has offered to pay for a seauce which he is sure will convince 
me that Materialism is a delusion. 

Now, all of this is quite satisfactory to me, for if Spirit- 
ualism is true I want to know it, and if it is not true I am 
sure prayers to the spirits—which do not exist—for them to 
assist in converting me, can never be answered. 

But the above are not all nor the principal reasons why I 
am not & Spiritualist. And right here I wish to state that 

‘the reason assigned by Spiritualists why I am not one was 
because I am not willing to be one even if it is true. I deny 
that charge and say no one is better qualified to tell what I 
believe, or why I believe as I do, than I myself. And further- 
more, I am not such a liar as to say I believe a thing when 1 
do not. But the principal reason why I am not a Spiritual- 
ist is because I hav never got a message from beyond the 
grave, from any of my former friends or relativs, of such a 
nature as to prove Spiritualism a possibility, much less a 
probability. And yet I hav. thrown myself open for 
evidence on all occasions, and do still, but I hav very faint 
hope after many failures to get evidence. On the other 
hand, I hav received messages purporting to be from spirits 
which proved beyond a doubt that there was fraud. And 


since telling good stories is almost the only means used to. 


convert me, I hope I shall be permitted to relate one or two. 
I had been visiting the Spiritual meetings here about six 
months, and made no secret of my Materialism, when one of 


\ 


the mediums was answering mental questions one Sunday 
about a year ago. And Í asked (mentally) how old my 
father was when he died. Ï received some general remarks 
from the medium and I told him that did not answer my 
mental question. The medium flew in a rage in the presence 
of the audience, and said I was altogether too positiv to get 
8 communication and I made it impossible for spirits to 
communicate with me. He said this in an angry, excited 
tone. I disguised my feelings, which were somewhat excited 
by his manner, and replied slowly in a low tone, ** All right.” 
He seemed pacifled in part and remarked that if I was not 
so positiv I might get something of value from the spirits. 
I was very anxious to get something of value, so I dissimu- 
lated a little and replied jn as subdued a tone as I was 
master of, ‘‘ Al] right." The medium said, ‘““If you will 
put your question in a proper spirit and not so positiv a 
manner, perhaps the spirits will come around to you and 
answer you." I replied, sotto voce, ** All right.” Well, the 
medium Came to me last and asked me to present my ques- 
tion in a proper manner. lt is wonderful what deference 
those spirits require. I presented the same question in the 
most approved style, with my right hand raised, as directed 
by the medium. He looked at me in a dazed manner and 
remarked that it appeared like a fog around me and hecould 
hardly make out the answer to my question, but was under 
the impression the answer was ‘‘ Yes.” I smiled when he 
said, ‘‘ Yes, that is the right answer to your question.” I 
waited till the medium took his seat, when I remarked for 
the benefit of the audience, and spirits, if any were present, 
that my question was, ‘‘ How old was my father when he 
died ?" and I got for a reply, ‘‘I think the answer is yes; 
yes, that is the correct answer to your question.” Several in 
the audience showed signs of anger, especially the medium’s 
wife, who said, ‘‘ Spirits never answer such foolish ques- 
tions.” A gentleman from California asked, why did they 
try to answet this one ? 

Another Sunday I was taken to a private sitting (they are 
always the best) and had communications purporting to be 
from some spirit whose first name was William, and another 
from my father, and another from my mother. Now, to 
make sure that it was my father’s and mother’s spirits that 
were talking to me I asked the privilege of presenting a 
half-dozen questions, which was granted, when I presented 
the following: What was the name of my father? and 
mother? How old was each when they died? And at what 
dates did they die? The purported spirits said that the 
name of my mother was Sarah, and that is the only question 
of the six they tried to answer. And my mother’s name is 
not and never was Sarah, and she is still alive (or was a few 
weeks ago), in Connecticut. 

Now, the reason I am not a Spiritualist is because I don't 
get the right answers to my questions. The way to convert 
me is to produce the proof, and not tell big stories of what 
you saw. G. F. Error. 


Prrrssuren, PA., Aug. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Error: My attention has been called to an article in 
your paper of August 9th, written by John P. Guild. I see 
he has attempted to criti¢ise some staternents I made in my 
pamphlet, ** Death Ends All.” By your permission, I would 
like to reply to him. 

He says: '*I do not know why that proposition is not as 
dogmatic as the contradiction." It seems Friend Guild has 
not carefully read pages 5-8 of my pamphlet, or if he did he 
did not understand the import. The reason why the state- 
ment, ‘‘ Death ends all,” is not dogmatic at all, is because 
nature has shown me, and many others, thousands of times, 
that consciousness is not eternal. My consciousness has be- 
come extinct seven different times by accident and disease, 
besides many thousands of times in sleep—just as dead for 
short intervals of time as it was through all the eternity of 
time that passed before I w-s organized. 

Iam simply stating the facts—not giving an opinion—by 
which nature proves that all statements about the eternity of 
consciousness are as false as they are dogmatic. : 

Mr. Guild says: ‘‘ How is one to know whether death 
ends all unless he has knowledge when he is dead?" I 
answer: Just as we know when 'our consciousness has been 
dead by sleep, or any other cause, and become conscious 
again, and this is the very condition we hav to be in to know 
anything. The very simple fact that Mr. Guild was uncon- 
scious during all that part of eternity that passed before he 
was born, is all that is necessary to prove all claims of the 
eternity of consciousness to be false. 

If it can be proved that consciousness existed in any case 
antecedent to the existence of a brain and its chemical 
action, then & case is made out, not before. 

When I use the word ‘‘ consciousness," I mean all its qual- 
ities, such as seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, feeling, 
thinking, and knowing. These were all, not relativly or in 
a degree, but absolutely, dead in my own case, spoken of in 
my pamphlet, and my consciousness neither lived in this or 
any other world during the intervals referred to. There is 
certainly nothing about me that is eternally conscious, and 
if Friend Guild possesses any such attribute, he must refrain 
from sleep altogether. 

The brain works in parts, and one part can be out of order 
while the other performs its normal functions. It is so with 
the nerves. One side of à man may be paralyzed, the other 
healthy. That is why the conscious part of the brain can be 
asleep while the unconscious part is activ; and it is this that 
restores to consciousness the former, the modus operandi of 
which is fully explained in my pamphlet, on pages 7 and 8. 
If we possessed souls that were eternally conscious, then we 
never could be unconscious for an instant; fora thing that 
is eternal can neither be created nor annihilated, and my 
consciousness both begins and is annihilated every morning 
and evening. How is it with Friend Guild ? 


| of hell. 


Again he says: “ Vegetable and animal life we see con- 
tinually transformed into each other. How do we know 
how many other modes there may be of living?" I answer: 
by watching the operations of nature. For instance, if a 
lion were to eat my brain t&-night, it would soon transform ` 
the substance into lion’s blood and lioms bfain, go it would 
not be my brain any longer. The term braitt is only used to 
indicate a certain condition in which matter exists, and ag 
matter changes its condition of existence it changes its prop- 
erties, so it could not produce conscious thought (unless it 
should appear anew as conscious cerebration in the lion), for 
the prinéiple of structure and its form is in every way 
changed. Or stippose I eat some sheep’s brains, then I 
transform their substanCe into my blood and brains, and 
then my brain by chemical deécxipositicn is transformed 
into my conscious thought and force; but the sheep's con- 
sciousness no longer exists. When the organized form of 
the sheep’s brain is destroyed, its consciousness and ability 
to produce thought is annihilated, its individuality ceases. 
So with us, whether we are absorbed by vegetables or other 
animals. These are patent facts, knowable and demonstra- 
ble, and what we may think to the contrary does not change 
them. 

When t assert that the stoppage of the decomposition of 
the cerebrum stops the production of conscious thought and 
force, I only report what itature has revealed to me by actual 
experience. 

This is not '* the religious or mystics! miethod of proced. 
ure? to which Mr. Guild refers, but in strict a&coxdanee with 
the scientific method. 


If Friend Guild is not satisfied with ordinary sleep, let his 
take an anesthetic and hav a surgical operation performed 
while perfectly unconscious. He will then, perhaps, under- 
stand that perpetual anesthesia is eternal death. And the 
fact that ** death ends all ” individuality is just as knowable 
as any other fact of nature. 


A young man in this city, an inspector of arc lights, 
recelved an electric shock and fell some ten feet to the 
ground, cutting a hole in the back of his head, and remain- 
ing unconscious for many hours. After his recovery he 
said to me: ‘* They ean all say what they like, but death by 
electricity is entirely painless. Had I never recovered, I 
should never hav known anything about it." Now, this . 
man's statement is a complete answer to Mr. Guild's criti- 
cism about ‘‘ knowledge when he is dead." ie did not, of 
course, possess consciousness while he was dead, but when 
consciousness returned he knew that he had been dead. 
Although the man was unconscious, yet the cerebellum was 
still in working order and generated an electric current, 
sending it down the nerves to contract the muscles of the 
heart, diaphragm, and stomach, making blood and circu- 
lating it through the cerebrum, restoring its composition and 
Structure, rendering it capable of responding to external im- 
pressions, which results in its decomposition and the gener- 
ation of conscious thought. 


The composition of the cerebrum is similar to dynamite. 
Its decomposition is started by vibrations, or percussion, 
and whether thoughts are exceedingly fine atoms of brain 
matter possessing the property of consciousness while they 
exist in that particular form or not, it is a positiv fact that 
we hav had thousands of thoughts that we do not hav now, 
allof which had both & beginning and &n end—hence not 
one of them is eternal. 

Again I quote: ‘‘ Life and death are alike mysteries; all 
we know of either is by natural revelation." True; that is 
the only way we know anything. But just in proportion as 
people do not heed nature’s revelations will life and death 
and everything else be ‘‘ mysteries.” 

I do not care to discuss the testimony of “ the multitudes ” 
referred to by Friend Guild further than to say that I regard 
Spiritualism as a species of emotional insanity, or another 
name for Christianity, modified. j 

“ What can any negativ argument amount to to us, any- 
way?" Isuppose Friend Guild believes in the resurrection 
of the body and an eternal hell, as ‘‘ negativ evidence ” does 
not amount to anything. 

'* Mr. Hague's book is a short and unpretentious summary 
of the usual arguments for the no-soul, no-future-life theory.” 
Excuse me. Iam not dealing in ‘‘ theories ” or guess- work. 
Isimply state the cold facts in the case in an unpretentious 
way, and if Mr. Guild cannot see their force and significanoe, 
it is to be hoped that others may. 

As to my ‘‘ inaccuracies,” I shall be obliged to anyone 
who will point them out. 

Mr. Guild's “ too too-too” paragraph may be witty, but 
it is neither just nor generous. My language is not only 
misquoted but disconnected from its context and distorted. 
I do not ask critics to be generous, but I hav a right to 
demand fair treatment. 

** How did the part become conscious? That is the ques- 
tion before the senate." Not the question, but only one of 
the questions incidental to the main one, ‘‘ Does death end 
all?” Ihav answered it in detail on pages 5, 9, 10, 18, 20, 
25, 26, and 28 of my pamphlet, and I will now briefly answer it 
here. The part * becomes conscious” by the chemical de- 
composition and transformation of the cell substance of the 
ccrebrum. If Mr. Guild can prove that thought, or conscious- 
‘ness, is evolved by any other process, ‘‘the senate” will 
listen to him. e" 

In conclusion, I am a plain man, and wrote my book in 
plain language for plain people (as stated in the preface), 
and to promote the welfare of my fellow-toilers by freeing 
them from the syoophantic hope of heaven and slavish fear 
But it seems that the di/letant$ either cannot or will 
not understand me. I hope Mr. Guild will re-read my book 
with a view to get at the meat in it, and then out of a pure 
sense of justice write a more correct criticism. 

Yours truly, WarrzR HaGUE. 


hal 
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Children’s Garner. 


` Edited by Muss Busan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. = = - 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour." 


Jed. 


“Jeol was bad, thoroughly bad ;” 

That's what everyone said of the lad. 

But coming to me in trouble one day, 

Aud questioning somewhat out of my way 
With neighborly manner, carefully wise, 

The kind words wrung the tears from his eyes. 
He felt * condemned in the sight of men, 
Expecting the sheriff even then ;” 

And “nobody cared, as they never had,” 

He had “ always been so hopelessly bad 

And would psy the world in its own wild strokes 
Were it not for ‘ them,’ the two old folks.” 


“ Jed was bad, wretchedly bad ;” 

Should he then “ move on,” starving and sad ? 
And out of my pity came thoughts of my own 
While he talked of “ the folks " in a softened tone. 
Thus I fouad the thrum of a silvery thread 
Unravling the heart of this human Jed; 

And saying on in a woman's Way; 

Ibegged he'd begin anew that day ; 

His mother would be of friends the friend 

(I kept fast hold of that thram’s true end) ; 
Her love would last as the mighty oaks; 

He promised to atay with the “ two old folks.” 


Jed go ** bad, viciously bad,” 

Is the old opinion the world has had 

Ever since the morn of the race began 

Of youth and maiden, woman or Man, 

Should they in a luckless moment forget 

The argus-eyes of this martinet; 

And summing it up the bad with the good 

Hinting to Jed of a grand selfhood, 

While he in a voice trembling and low 

Was “sorry he'd grieved his mother 80,” 

He yet would ontliv the world’s rough jokes 

And provide in time for the “two old folks.” 

Though “Jed was bad, heinously bad,” 

I found honor and worth in the lad 

When he remarked that “the way to do 

Was to care for those who had cared for you ;" 

And it was ‘ wrong, as many had done, 

To hav the parents stay with the son." 

But, turning the tables, this fearful Jed 

Should soon be “ staying with them instead, 

: And the house should be theirs,” and this pleased 
me 80 

I deemed it something the others should know, 

And notwithstanding the unkind croaks 

Ho is building a home for hia “ two old folks.” 


Clearwater, Neb. Many Bargp FINCH. 
eor 
Little Boy Blue. 


Under the haystack little Boy Blue 
Sleeps with his head on his arm, 

While voices of men and voices of maids 
Are calling him over the farm. 


. Bheep in the meadows are running wild 
Where the poisonous herbage grows, 
Leaving white tufts of downy fleece 
' On the thorns of the sweet wild rose. 


: Qut in the fields where the silken corn 
Its plumed head nods and blows, 

. Where golden pumpkins ripen below, 
Trample the whitefaced cows. 


But no lond blast on the shining horn 
Calls back the straying sheep, 

And the cows may wander in hay and corn 
While the keeper lies asleep. 


His roguish eyes are tightly shut, 
His dimples are all at rest; 

The chubby hand. tucked under the head, 
By one rosy cheek is pressed. 


Wake him? No! Let down the bars 
And gather the truant sheep; 

Open the barnyard and drive in the cows; 
But let the little boy sleep 


Yor year after year we can shear the fleece, 
And corn can always be sown ; 

And the sleep that visits little Boy Bine 
Will not come when the years hav flown. 


ete 
Corner Gospel. 
ENOOURAGE OHILDBEN. 


No one was ever made better by carping, 
scolding, or fault-finding. Boys are boys and 
girlsare girls. They are not men and women. 
They hav not had experience in living. Life 
is a new and untried road to them. They 
inevitably make mistakes. It cannot be 
helped. Be reasonable with them. Be 
patient. Are they willful, wild, careless, 
negligent? Try to find the cause of all short- 
comings. It is oftener in the parent than 
otherwise. We inherit good and bad qual- 
ities. Constant reproof does not always 
mend matters. A gentle word, a smile in 
place of a frown, a ‘‘try and do better next 
time,” often do- wonders. 

A little word in kindness spoken, 
A motion or a tear, 

Has often healed a heart that’s broken, 
And made a friend sincere. 

No one is beyond redemption. Take the 
story of '' Jed,” as noticed in another column. 
Kindness and appreciation will make a man 


of him. As Mrs. Finch says, Many are| paws as if he were going to stay there for 
made outcasts by the cry of mad dog,” etc. (some time. The pair were getting slong 


For our part we like “bad boys,” so called. 
They usually, with the right kind of treat- 
ment, turn out to be good men. 

Giv all the encouragement possible. Talk 
to children. Reason with them. Show them 
the right way and walk therein yourself. 
Example is better than precept. S. H. W. 

—M— oO OO 


New Books. 
MY RELIGIOUS EXPERIENOE. BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 


This is more interesting than some novels. 
It fascinates by its glowing language, its 
bright, pithy sentences. Mr. Putnam has 
certainly had a “change of heart.” He 
knows what it is to be ' born again.” He 
has been converted as much as anybody 
ever was in this world. But this '* converted 
Infidel” accounts for the finding of sweet 
peace and comfort in a very philosophical 
manner. He explains the whole thing, and 
shows conclusivly that there is no mystery 
or miracle about it. 

Philosophy, science, altruism, Universol- 
ogy, criticism of men and methods, are 
seasonably served in this book of experiences 
by the author in his own unique and pleasing 
style. 

Although the book has only been issued a 
short time, the first edition is already ‘ex- 
hausted, and many more editions will doubt- 
less follow, as everyone will want to read 
what the brilliant author and lecturer of the 
Pacific has to say of his religious career. 
The pages number 100, and the price is only 
25 cents. : 


WHAT WOULD FOLLOW ON THE EFFAOEMENT 
OF CHRISTIANITY. BY GEORGE JAOOB HOL- 
YOAKE. 

This is fine reading. Mr. Holyoake tells 
in & clear, comprehensiv, and straightfor- 
ward manner just what might be expected if 
superstition were blotted from the earth. 
People left to the exercise of their own 
reason would be reasonable, unfettered by 
the gyves and yokes of barbarous dogmas 
&nd beliefs in & vindictiv deity. Men would 
rise and soar aloft in mental liberty, would 
become larger, nobler, truer, in every way. 
A fine portrait of Mr. Holyoake adorns the 
outer covering of this pamphlet, which is 
published by H. L. Green and is offered at 
the low price of 10 cents per copy. 


| THE GODS. BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Everyone will be pleased that H. L. Green. 


has put into pamphlet form Colonel Inger- 
soll’s masterly oration on '* The Gods.” This 
pamphlet is a household necessity. It can 
not be read too often. Every page gleams 
and glistens with the jewels of elcquent 
thought. Like all that our great leader says, 
it throbs with rational philosophy. 


It sells for 20 cents, and can ba procured, | 


together with the books mentioned above, at 
the TRUTH SEEKER cffice.—Ep. C. C. 
e 
A Kitten’s Friendship. 

An interesting sight was seen on Bedford 
street Saturday morning which proves that 
dumb animals know the difference between 
friends and enemies, and that they can pick 
out from the younger members of the human 
family those whom they are willing to meet 
on terms of companionship. There belongs 
in one of the offices a young kitten. He is 
as black as midnight, and has not a hair on 
his body of any other hue. His owners think 
a great deal of him, although he is not yet 
more than half-grown, and they hav provided 
him with a leather and nickel collar. In the 
morning the young feline likes to sit on the 
front steps enjoying the fresh air. Hesalways 
keeps a bright lookout for dogs and hoodlum 
boys, and can retreat in an excellent order to 
the rear of the office at two seconde notice. 

A little gírl aged about four years came 
strolling down the street. Her parents, evi- 
dently, had hard work to make both ends 
meet, if the child’s clothing was an indica- 
tion. She was barefooted, and on her head 
was a little torn straw hat. Her clothes 
were very much in need of laundrying, but 
the little one cared not for that apparently. 
She was happy and had nothing on her mind, 
except to enjoy herself in her childish way. 
The black kitten was on the front steps, and 
it caught her eye. She stopped and said, 
“ Hello, kitty!” Thecatscrutinized his little 
&dmirer, and was evidently favorable to 
the child, who sat down and patted the head 
of the cat, and talked to it as she would toa 
playmate. The cat rubbed his head against 


the little one’s elbow, and purred very pleas- 


antly. Then he walked on her lap and sat 
down very comfortably, folding his front 


very pleasantly, when a small brindle bull- 
dog came down the street reconnoitering. 
As he reached the place where the kitten 
was, the fur on the latter's back was elevated 
somewhat. But the kitten seemed to think 
he had a protector, although the bulldog 
curled his upper lip, as he stopped gazing at 
the pair. The little girl rose to the occasion 
and lisped, ** Go way, doggie, don't you bod- 
der my kitty." The dog did go on without 
molesting his natural enemy, and the kitten 
settled down to his corafortable seat to be 
again petted by the little one. But if anyone 
can tell why the usual bulldog nature did not 
assert itself in this case we should like to 
know the reason. Ordinarily a young bull- 
dog would hav attempted “ to make the fur 
fly.^. It may be that the canine was mag- 
nanimous and respected the wishes of the 
little girl, and it may be that he was hunting 
larger game. Who can tell?—Z'ail River 
Tribune. 

[By &n unfaltering instinct animals know 
whom to trust and whom to fear. Some 
children also possess thisfaculty in a remark- 
able degree. The men and women shunned 
by children are not those whose friendship 
we should seek. Contact with the world 
deadens this fine quality of selection, hence 
we are often deceived by outward appear- 
ances. Men and women practice deceit and 
hypocrisy until the child nature, the higher 
faculty of keen and correct judgment, is lost 
or hidden beneath the rubbish of false ap- 
pearances and mock goodness. The phari- 
see and the hypocrit are as much alive to-day 
as when Jesus rebuked them in scathing lan- 
guage two thousand years ago. 

‘* Tam holier than thou ” is written on the 
faces, or expressed in action, by every fawn- 
ing sycophant that bows to wealth and cringes 
before & popular sentiment, while passing by 
the plain, unvarnished truth as it appears in 
its honest guise of simple facts. 

Thoreau fied from human society and its 
disgraceful shams, and found a sweet and 
beautiful companionship among the animals 
and insects, who neither lie nor deceive. 
Looking upon communities with all their con- 
temptible deceptions and falsehoods, who can 
blame him ? 

We may all learn a lesson from the kindly- 
natured kitten in the little sketch above, the 
brindle dog who restrained his natural incli- 
nation, and the true-hearted little waif, whose 
unaffected act of kindness is like the ripple 
ofa silvery wave on 8 black and stormy ocean. 

We should try to liv nearer to Nature, 
nearer to the great heart of Truth and Char- 
ity.—Ep. C. C.] 

—————— 9 1 .9— — —— — 
Correspondence. 


Dora, Mo., Aug. 25, 1890. 

Dear Mies WixoN: As I hav not seen any 
letters from this place, I thought I would 
write one. My papa has taken Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER a number of years. I hav one of 
your books, ‘‘ The Story Hour.” At school 
Istudy grammar, writing, history, geography, 
spelling, arithmetic, and physiology. I liv 
in the country, and am thirteen years old. 

Cuas. A. FisOHER. 
SHERMAN, Mion., Aug. 27, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As you published my 
other letter, I will write again. 

We liv four miles from the village of Sher- 
man. It is not a very large place. 

The country around here is rather hilly, 
but itis pleasant. We liv on a rather steep 
hill-top. 

I hava mile to go to school. 
begins three weeks from to.day. 
We hav plenty of rain this summer. 
raining now, and everything looks well. 

I would like to ask you a question in 
history: What was the population of the 
United States in 1870 [39,923,210]? 

Well, I guess I hav written enough; but I 
must tell you my name is not Anna, but 
Aura. My real name is Aurora, but my peo- 
ple call me Aura for short. 

Your true friend, AURORA BouTHwWIOK. 


Our school 


It is 


[Perbaps the following was intended for a 
private letter, but we take the liberty to print 
it for the fine compliment to our esteemed 
friend and co-worker, Geo. J. Remsburg.— 
Ep. C. C.] 

CLEARWATER, NEB., Aug. 12, 1890. 
. Dear Miss Wixon: I hav not written in 
so long a time that it seems almost like 
neglect, but you know how to excuse an 
invalid who finds a mountain of work con- 
fronting her when still unable to do much. 

I inelose two poems for the Children's 
Corner. The one of *'Jed" was suggested 
by.a true incident. The boy now is steady 
and trying to get a home for the father and 
mother and little sister. He said he meant to 
and I encouraged him all I could when I 
found how much he thought of his mother. 
Many boys are made outcasts by the cry of ! 


* mad dog” and everybody's hand being 
against them. 

I am happy to see such improvement in 
the Corner and wish to thank all the writers 
young and old, who help to make it enter- 
taining. Geo. Remsburg is almost better 
than a 'chíp of the old block "—he is the 
block itself. I was glad to hear of his song 
being set to music by an English publisher. 
The older writers wil hav to look well to 
theirlaurels. He is bound to make his mark 
on the top round of the ladder of fame. Suc: 
cess to him and all who try to win. Frater- 
nally yours, Mary B. Finog. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingessoll. 


. CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of cur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell's Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayotte Pl.. New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of ` 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROME ë REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 
view. $ ; 

Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


_ 28 Lafayette Place, New York. ` 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


_ OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
———————————————áÀ 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on tho destruction of 
. the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, i i : ; 10 cents. 


Miss Wixon'sWorks. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


r Boys and Girls. 12m0, 883pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti. 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Btory-Book ever issued, 
86 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
Sou of the DlpHsar story of man's oreation 
and curse eologioc i ee 
end Erie, a o ogion y denominated **the 

Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 


negativ and affirmatiy standpoint, sh 
What it is not and what it ig. Price, 5 EK 
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Hews of the Week. 


Trere is destitution and suffering at Okla- 
homa. ; 


Rev. Wm. EpGELL, of Brownston, W. Va., 
nae. been arrested for forging pension afi- 
avits. 


Froops hav rendered destitute forty-five 
thousand persons of the city of Prague, 
Austria. : 


Iris reported from Texas that that state 
has eight hundred murders a year, while a 
jury rarely has manhood enough to convict 
one of the perpetrators. 


Harry Faye, fifteen years old, who died at 
Brooklyn on the 80th ult., was kept without 
medical aid by his parents, who believe in 
Faith Cure, till it was too late. 


Tar employees of the British admiralty, 
war Office, and post-office hav begun the 
formation of a union of government work- 
men for strike and other purposes. 


In view of Blaine’s proposal of free trade 
with all American nations that will recipro- 
cate, it i8 considered that the Republican 
party has modifled its protection policy. 


Ar Bt. Matthew’s German Lutheran church 
at Hoboken, N. J., last Sunday, a conflict as 
to who should occupy the pulpit was waged 
with barricades and other applications of 
force. 


Tur Farmers’ Alliance of Missouri, which 
expects to control the next legislature, will 
devote itself mainly to economizing govern- 
ment and reducing the taxes which it says 
are ruining agriculturists. 


Ar Allegheny City, Pa., a German flag was 
carried in a Labor day parade, and some 
American mechanics seized and destroyed it, 
inflicting considerable violence on the parad- 
ers and a policeman who defended it. 


Tur Rev. S. R. Shrieves has been conduct- 
ing a big camp-meeting at Moss Run, O., ac- 
companied by an alleged wife, but there has 
appeared on the scene his real wife, whom 
he deserted six years ago with two children. 


Tur scheme of bridging the English Chan- 
nel has gone so far that plans hav been drawn 
and soundings made, and a special commis- 
sion has been appointed by the French min- 
ister of public works to inquire into the 
project. 


Tue Catholic congress at Coblentz, Ger- 
many, attended by six thousand delegates, 
demands the reéstablishment in Germany of 
all the ecclesiastical orders, including the 
Jesuits, and the restoration of the pope's 
temporal power. 


Art Mountain Springs, Tex., a Baptist 
deacon recenily went to the house of Mrs. 
Solby and finding her family absent called 
her “ dear sister " and began taking liberties 
with her. She defended herself, and has had 
him arrested for assault. 


A proposition has been submitted to the 
emperor of Germany to introduce the system 
of phonetic orthography for the German 
language. His Majesty has referred the mat- 
ter to the ministry of public instruction, 
with orders that the whole question shall be 
fully considered. 


Tur New York Central strike has failed. 
Train-wreckers derailed a Montreal express 
near Greenbush, N. Y., on the night of the 
4th, but by luck no one was injured. 'The 
Knights deny that it was the work of one of 
them, but Manager Webb says no mere sym- 
pathizer would hav taken the pains which 
this wrecking device displayed. . 


Tue statistics of Canadian and American 
pilgrims to the shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre, 

anada, are: 1888, 91,847; 1889, 100,951; 
1890, January, 400; February, 850; March, 
1,110; April, 500; May, 1,890; June, 9,267; 
July 1st to 22d, 80,690. The proportion this 
year is much larger than last, and the profits 
of this scene of miracles and divine cures are 
attaining great magnitude. 


Teg animosity between Mohammedans 
and Christians in the neighborhood of Turkey 
continues to be marked with acts of violence. 
It is reported by observers that ‘‘ it would be 
easy to start a religious war in eastern Eu- 
rope, where civilization is at a low ebb, and 
fanaticism is rampant, and where for cent- 
uries all sorts of oppression for conscience’s 
sake hav been perpetrated.” 


Mrs. Marta Woopworrs, a female revival- 
ist, at her tent in St. Louis is driving many 
persons into frenzy, neglect of their every-day 
duties, and insanity. Her uncommon pow- 
ers are thought to partake of hypnotism by 
physicians, who also think that she is insane 
and should be confined. Her infiuence is 
mainly over a class known to physiciuns as 
neurotics, or persons peculiarly subject to, 
mental disease. 1 


Orro LzuTH and Brocky Smith were hanged 
at Columbus a few days ago. The boy Leuth 
murdered little Maggie Thompson, nine years 
old, by luring her into his house and beating 
her on the head with a hammer. Smith was 
a worthless fellow who murdered an inoffen- 
siv old lady because she refused him her; 
money. Leuth was prepared for heaven by & 
Lutheran minister; Smith was guaranteed 
eternal bliss by a Catholic priest. | 


FREETHOUGHT 
IS IT 
DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A SYMPOSIUM 


BY 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, 
E. B. FOOTE, Jz., 


H. O. PENTECOST, GEO. E. MACDONALD, 
E. C. WALKER, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
LUCY N. COLMAN PARKER PILLSBURY, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, 


W. F. JAMIESON, 


R. B. WESTBROOK, 
SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 


CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 


SUBAN H. WIXON, 

F. M. HOLLAND, 

MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
J. H. BURNHAM, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. - 


Supszors OF PAPERS: 
Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 


If not, the reason why ? 


If there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should tt consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


AGENTS WANTED S sale, SAMPLE FREE, A rasa 


anportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 542 Broadway, N. Y» 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 
8v0, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


YRY-SQUARE. 


The Chureh of Praetieal Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


‘This is the history of an attempt tō found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


C 


e he 
ir ME TRUTH SEEKER printed 
D old letters on the outside. 

CES in" is binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfeotly flat. It also allows the 
t g out and replacing of 


of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 


Sent by mail id, for 81. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf . 88 Lafayette Pl., New York. 

BIBLE INQUIRER; 
oR, 
A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions ER, 
With References to the most Plain and Striking 
e 


if-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 


Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 

` Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 8883pp., 


silk cloth, $3. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 

show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 

. ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised nad Enlarged. - 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; With autograph, 50 ots. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument, 

; BY , : 
Grorae Jacos HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 

Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies feta dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


^ 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, aod Is It Sufficient to 
‘Meet the Needs ot Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Hail and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


:Qolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. - 


Reply to Father tambert’s 
“Tactics of Infidels,” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 

nue Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv aud Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. . 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv asau Ethical 
Guide. 24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 

. Which Isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evoiution and Special Creation. 
18 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

"The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

The Glory of Unbelief. 

cover. Price, 10 cents. 


Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli:fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Presumption: An Open 
~Letter to the Rey. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. S. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why. Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debr te? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Tow rd Christianity. 8. Freethought and 
Mer of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Fa tsand Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. hristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
Scents. - 


NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 
LISHED. 


A 


22 pages in 


Christianity: Defectiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Waits. 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Artur B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ohapter_I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Chap- 
ter IIT, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IY, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution : Chapter ; Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chay tor IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X, Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution; Ohapter XU, Heaven 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Gonclusion. 

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ~ 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp. 
50 cts. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral,—Extract. 
Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


HISTORY 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
Revised Edition—2 vole—Price, $8, 


TLLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
By JOEN WILDA THE TRUTH BEEKEB. 


. AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSO?LI, 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
; PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.- [New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to & man's reason, 
and to his noblest_sentiments: never to his sel. 
fishness.—[Boston Post. : 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 


The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of ' 


actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A COMPENDIUM OF UNIVERSAL. 
HISTORY. 


By WINWOOD READE. 


It is really à remarkable book, in which univer- 
sal history is "boiled down” with surprising 
skill.—[Literary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination sim- 
ilar to that experienced in reading Washington 
Irving. Inter-Ocean. ^ 

His history has a continuity, a rash, a carrying 
power, which réminds us strikingly of Gibbon.— 
[New Haven Palladium. _ E 

The Sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing; He has a style that reminds us of Macaulay. 
—fPenn Monthly. 


Eighth edition. Extra cloth, 12mo, 548pp.,$1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO., - 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 
“A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRiok, - . . . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BUILD 


follows: | Price. 
* Portfolio of $1,000 Houses, 30 designs, $2 00 
“1,500 " 80 * 2 00 
a s 9. [r3 30 it 2 00 
« Q 2.500 “u 30 « 200 
5 or 800 © 33 *" 20 
"o € BO e 3 9 9 00 
& u 4 000 a 80 n 2 00 
“ “ 5,000 “ 80 u 200 
ff 600 *" 238 * 2 00 
u “a 7.500 u 99 m 200 
“ 9 4000 ^ MO e $ 00 
s “Stables * 19: - o “ 2 00 


S 
* The first Portfolio contains desi, 
low as $500, $600, $700 and $800, ongar sunk costae 
Any 3 of the above Portfolios for $5; any 7 

. for $10; the complete set (12) for $15. Bound 
. volume containing over 200 designs selected 
from the various portfolios, price $5, return- 


able if not Satisfactor H 
Address „R. W, SHOPPELL, 
Architect, 63 B'way, New York, 
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PURGESS-UWDERWOOD DEBATE] PIONEER PITH. |Sell-Contradiclions of the bible. 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B.F. UxpErwoop and Prof. O A. Bur- 
gess, Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 
Paper, 188pp., 50 cts.: clo., 8). 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price, e wLa 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, * * 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist) His Evolution out of 
Onristianity. BD . M. BENNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 7 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worshi jip and Devil-Worship Identical— 
i.e.» Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Bev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
reat Britain. 
Price, 25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 


OR, PosirvisT OALENDAR., Brief Exposition of 
the Oomtean System. 


Paper. 25 cents; cloth. 50. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and othere. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
` By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
By T. E. LoNG8HOBE. 
5c., 50». per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
inna 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNiz BESANT. 
"Price, 10 cente. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. Putnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wu. MCDONNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 80¢.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way Sxourp THE ATi FEAR TO Dix? 
By J. Q. HorxoAxx. 
Price, $ cents. 


^. THE 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 


Tug PRINOIPLE or FnEETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. Hotyoaze. 
Prico, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. L30LYoAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS E, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION 


By A. R. GROTZ, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the ible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBZE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
. Pap.,50c.; ClO. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


E GIST oF LEGTURES ON RATIONALI8M. 


B us R. CG. Apams, President of Montreal 
z Pioneer Freethough ht ub ; author of 
* Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to to Rengon,” 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critica] lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 

Paper, 12mo, 100pp., $5 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 
Three lectures by ProF. Tuos., H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents: 

Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 

ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. 700pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“ Jesus the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mz. TEED. 
Paper, 30 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
oN 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Oharacter, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 35 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Bast Teachings and Bay- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
ived previous to Bible 


Authors. 
By ed CO. DABLING. 
Paper, - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED. 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS, 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBUAG. . 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M, E. BILLINGS. 
Price, e. « > 5 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MOLLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. Burton. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT, 
By W. N. McLaren. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land 

of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 

Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoor. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS Purrranism AND MonzEr-GzrTING. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20¢.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS, A Domestic Rad- 
jcal Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 50c.; clo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


144 Morat, THEOLOGIOAL, HISTORIOAL, AND 
SprovutattvE PROPOSITIONS. ` 
Price, 15 cents, 


SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU. 


Book of the Generation of Jesus. First Trans. 
from the Hebrew Original Story or Jesus. 


Price, 15 cents. 


SHELLEY AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORMER, 
By O. BOTHERAN. 
Paper, 8vo, 50 cents ; cloth; 75.- 


SHORT 
LESSON IN HISTORY 
FOR CHRISTIANS. 


A OARTOON 
From The Truth Beeker, July 11, 1885. 


17x24in. 6 for 39c., 12 for 502., 25 for $1, 100 for $3,- 


JOHN'S WAY. Radical Domestic 


Story. i5cents. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 


LITTLE LESSONS 


FOR 


LITTLE FORKS: 


By Mrs. E. D. BrENKER. 
Boards, 4) cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


Wits THEOLOGICAL AMENDMENT AND STATE PER- 
SONALITY. 


By Joseph E. Peck. 
Pap. 253. 


SPIRITUALISM 
FROM A MATERIALISTIC STAND. 
POINT. 

By B. F. Unverwoop. 

Price, 10 cents, 


Religion Not History. 


Examination of the Morals and History of the New 
Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. Newnan. 
Price, 25 cents. 


RELIGION of COMMON SENSE. 


By Professor L. Uhlich. 
Price, 85 cents. 


PAINE VINDICATED. 


Reply to N. Y. O5server. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “ROMAN CATHOLIO OANABD." 
Price, 15 cents. 


Scientific Máterialism : 
ITS MEANING and TENDENCY. 


By B. F. Uxprnvoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


TRUTH SEEKER TRACTS. 


(Bound.) 
Vols. I, II, III, IV, V, 18mo, 525 pages in each vol. 
Per vo!, pap., 602. 


TWELVE TRACTS. 


Bible Worship. 
Darwinism. 
Design Argument. 


Evolution. 
Jesus Not Perfect. 
Underwood's Prayer. 
By B. F. UspzRwoop. 
j 25 cents, 


TWO HUNDRED POETICAL RIDDLES, 
For the Instruction and Amusement of Youth. 
By E. D. Blakeman. 

25 cents. 


"TWO LITTLE RED MITENS. 


A Story of the Rightway simabowes By Jennie 
utler Browne. 5 cents. 


UBDERWOOD-MARPLES DEBATE 


On THE ExisTENOE OF A PERSONAL Gop AND 
INSPIRATION OF. SORIPTURES. 
Between B.F. UNDERWOOD and Rev. J. Mar- 


Paper, 35 iin cloth, 60. 


VOLTAIRE IN EXILE. 


Memoirs. 
His Life and Works in France and Abroad. 


And Unpnblished Correspondence With Mme. du 
Chatelet. 


By B. GasTINEAT. ~ 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


WAIFS AND WANDERINGS, 
A Liberal Novel. 
By Samven P. Pornau. 
Pap. 50c.; clo., $1. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents ; per dozen, 3) cents ; per 100, $2. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 
By Carr. R. C. ADAMS. 
* Qno of the cheapest And, pent books on the sub- 


Paper, 15 eents. 


Advancement: Science 


The Belfast Address. 
Bx PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti» 
` cleg on Prayer. 


Paper, 12m0, 105 Pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 

Paper, 8v0, 152 pages, 25 cents; 6 copies; $1. 
With EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES, pap. 400. 


ALAMONTADA, 
THE GALLEY SLAVE. 


Bx J. H. D. ZsoBOEXE. 
“A philosophical romance.” 
Paper, 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS. 


His CHARAOTER AND Doorrin. 
Being a chapter from ‘Apalysis of Religious Be- 
lel. 


By Viscount AMBERLEY, 
Paper, 8v0, 170pp., 25 cents. 
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Answers to Christian Questions 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 146pp., 25 cents. 
AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 
MARIA MONK. 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. Bazscock. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION 0F HUMANITY 


better than 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. Basoock. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ROARING LION OW THE TRACK, 


By M. Bascoog. 
Price, 10 cents. 


SUPERSTITION: _ 


RELIGION OF 


" BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 
By M. Banocock. 
Price; 16 cents. 


Why Don't God Kil the Devil? 


By M. Banaoock. 
Price, 25 cents, i 


THE CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 
A LIBERAL STORY, ByMrs.J.E. Ball. 
Price, 85 cents. 


JESUS CHRIST: 
His LIFE, 
TEACHINGS, and IMPERFECTIONS. 
By W.B. Ben. —— 


Price; 35 cents. 


| RESURREOTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In, 


s By W. 8. BELL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


FIRST EPISTLE of 
BENNETT, Apostle, to TRUTH SEEKERS, : 
By D. M. BENNETT, 
Price, 10 cents. i 
AE IM C C t 
GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, 8 cents. 
teeta a, . 
For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette P)., New York. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


—— 


NoTz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution us Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. wheu received, 
hand tliem around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little moucy the following discounts are made. 


On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 


dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 


are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett. sess.. e 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark.  Bennett............. sss. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not à Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S, P. Putnam 
43 Christianity & Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensiblo Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Opon Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood 
62 The Jews and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills, Syphers... 
64 Ills we Kndure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
. "1 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman.... 
.73 Foundations. Jolin Syphers.......... 
14 Daniel in tho Lion's Den. Bennett... 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.... 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett.......... 
17 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett... 


- 


[d 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson........ 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates....... STeciesc 
91 Our [deasofGod. B.F.Underwood........ 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper...... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............ m 
97 Special Providences. W., S. Bell........ 
98 Snakes. Mrs, E. D. Slenker............... s 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
106 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
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307 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. g Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus.  Bennett......... eene eese 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S, H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett......... .. 
117 Constantine the Great, Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W. 8. Bell...... 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 

123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and *'Ob- 
Server", ceeesseeee 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett . 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann....... essee 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
GErWOOd..seeseereecserssssacotesessasesee AYP, 
130 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James..... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology ................---- m"—— 
141 Intidelity. H. W. Beecher.......... . 
242 Synopsisof All Roligions. Saxon.. 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
749 Age of Shans.......... eere cert 

245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 

. 350 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman..... n——À "m 

151 Whatisthe Bible? M. W. H... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
255 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer.. 
256 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley........ a 
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WnwmnrwPonanwon»e 


m 


1 


159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman...... wunns 
161 Protestant Perseeutions, ....cccecsseccesseeee 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jai. Bennett... LL leere cereos 10 
164 BibleImpeached. Chapman................ 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 


burg, M.D..secscccsssscets a rne nenne nett 

9 Evolution: Homoge-sous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood............. eere 

4 Literature of the Insane, Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
"T Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske........ 
30 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
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Lectures........... osease MOTEL 
11Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 

R. 8. Brigham, M.D.............. Sabes 


38 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern BSymposium..................... 10 
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C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER, 
0 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Seleetion of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


7 Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
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HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 


The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
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The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religions observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all Jaws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
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LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


as to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation, : 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 
&& This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. Sa 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R., G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
sourage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
Ihe narrativis,in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folka, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is ist such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger. 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address Tux TEUTH Bxxxxn OOMPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp., $1. 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKEB CO 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'amagnifioent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
hristian Associa- 
on. 


By Bron. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TBUTH BEERER. 


The Career of Jesus Christe- 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
aoter as described in the New Testament. By Mil 
ten Woolley, M.D., author of 'Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper, 8vo, 25 cents 


(The Modem Science Essayish as 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
HOMPBON. 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 

and influence. By Rev. Joun W. OHADWIOK. 

8, BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

row suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4 EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 

geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

-5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 

begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 


6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order |; 


of zoological evolution. By D:. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E, D. COPE. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. ECCLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Jauxs A.Bxrr- 
TON. 

10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. 
BAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
G. JANES. : 


12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NzrasoN C. 

PARSHALL. i 

13. EVOLUTION £S RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OSADWIOX. 

X. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyrt Nionoxas. 

15. THE. EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Bx Minor J. 
BAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
8x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


= SPECIAL SALE 
WATCHES AND. DIAMONDS, 


By Z. SIDNEY 


Good American Niokel Btem-winders, $2 50, $4, 
$6. Best grades in silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 
9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; adjusted, 
$16. For 8 ounce coin silver case, add $3.50; 4 
ounce, $450; 5 ounce, $6. In best open-face 
filled gold, dust-proof case, 7 Jewels, $16; 11 jew- 
els, $17.50: 15 Jewels, $18.50; adjusted, $24.50; 
hinged cases, $3 more; hunting cases, $6 more. 


The New Model “Otto Wetistein" Watch, 


All modern improvements: in silverine, $19; 3 
ounce coin eilver, $22.50; 4 ounce, $23.50; 5 ounee, 
$95. Best open-face filled tcrew case. $27; hinged, 
$80; hunting, $26; Louis XIV style, $2 to $10 more. 
Eadies’ best gold filled, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $25; adjusted, $35; 14 kt solid 
gold, $10 to $20 more. Ruby and diamond orna- 
mentations up to $100 extra. 


DIAMONDS. 


An elegant 3 stone, 8kt., solitaire pin and drops, 
$600, worth $900; a magnificent hair ornament 
and pin and pendant combination, rosette, 29 
brilliants, $200, worth $300; one do., heart-shape 
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Liberal Gleetings. "i 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these sooie. 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions. and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


ae 
The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock: at Ger- 
man Masonio Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited, 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall 177 Halsey. st., cor. Market 
St. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar å 
Wood sts.. at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—zcruth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates, 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Priucess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


a a 
The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, as and third Sundays, at 2 


P.M., at the town hall friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. - 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.mM.,at 412 Nicollet 


ave. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minueapolis. 
Minn. J .F.MAcomBERsPres.: LEROY Brnnren Beo 


ee 
Elizur Wright Secutar Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independeut Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tug TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are 8olicited. R. G. SMrTR. Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Waila Lib. ral Club 

Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Arm 

hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large Val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 21 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Xa., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


at 2:30 P.M. All Liberals a i - 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Beo. Resorts dn 


e e asiocnind vac LÉce iL ART 
San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Meet Bund: ented U: 

eets every Sunday evening at ion 8 6 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o'clock. A cordial yuvi- 
tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, S.E. corner7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, QO., Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7 Pm. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and gongs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; expecially to friends from abroad. Oorres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Seenlar Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank Mon8z, Oor. Hec. 


ranis tel aad rU 

The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Suudays,at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr'a 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. BERRA, 


Pres.: J. H. McWirrrAWws, Rec. Sec. 
The Roeder Secular Union 


sapphire and ruby in center, same price an 
value. Pins, rings, drops, studs, from $300 down 
to$10; same proportionate discounts. Allbought 
before late advance. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


Isa regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy» 
sician, and the most suc- 
cessful in his specialty as 
“his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts, for his “Prie 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young nnd middle aged 
meu, sufferiug from that 
Life - Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
follies, indescretions and 
excesses. lt sets forth an 
External Application.—A 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hands of $*ase amict- 
ed. 


1 AN. 
HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
sners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his prafes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust him,"— The National View. 


Address, 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


VINELAND, N.J. 


Jc quiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he is & reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second. that he fulfills all his agree- 
ments totheletter. Tbird,that he bas performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
skill would bav been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and à 
stanoh Liberal.—TAe Better Way. 
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The Freethinkers’ Pictorial TextBook. - 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOW RE 


ADY.--PRICE, $2. 


SHOWING 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, ;- 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
l ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. l 


Designs by Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


Uncle Sam ard the Priests. 


The Pests that Bother Uncle Sam. 

Uncle Sam Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. 

BHomaniem with Her Mask On. 

The Mas: Off. P 

* Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 

The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 
find in his Oloset. 

A New Laocoon. 

The Trail of the Serpent. 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty. / 

“ Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 
Blay Her."—La Balle. : 

The Outcome of Church and State Union. __ 
The God-in-the-Constitation Guerillas, —Lib- 
erty in Peril. g d 

` Religiong Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


Rule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Cherch Robbing the People. 


New York City's Annual Gift to the Churches. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurches—I. 


Thanksgiving. . 
Thankegiving—I. 
a —II. 
ill. 


Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforis in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 
The Clergy’s Opportunity. 
As the Olergy Desire Sunday—I. 
mn Lr] bé LII —II 


e —Iii. 


The Children and the Church, 


Two Ways to Go. 
Which Shall We Have? 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
The Shadow in uur Schools. 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
Tne Reptiles in the Path. ; 
Recruiting for Church Institutions, 
Parochial School Lesson. 
roducts of the Parochia! Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off... 
A Web for the Unwary. 
The Religious Trap. 
unday-School Scholars. 
he Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Woman and ihe Church. 


Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 
St. Paul as à Member of the School Board. 


s 


[I u [LI 


oe CONTENTS: 
The Ckurch and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 


Thomas Paine. 
The Preacher and the Patriot 
ne Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 


erg. 

Why Paine Was Denounced. 

Paine's Services and His Reward from the 
Ohurch. . h 

Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 
A Quastiou for Theological Ethnologists. 
ome Problems in Evolution. . 
The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science. 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 
Shearing Time. 
The Olergy's Hold Upon the People. 
One of a Very Numerous Class. 
‘Che Physiciau and the Flock. 
Duty to the Clergy. 
At Conference Time. : 
ork of a Methodist Conference in New York 


in 1876. - 
The Burden of the Oross. 5 
The Theologian's Conception of Olerical Priv- 


ileges. 
The Ark of the Lord. | 
Sympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Desirable Bargain. 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
A Religious Procession. 


The Atonement Scheme. 


The Atonement Doctrine. 
Practical Application of the Atonement. 
The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 
How to Get a Halo ana a Harp. 
Divine Beneficence. 
. "Thé Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
it 4 4* - “ —1I. 


A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 


A Drouth in Cambridge, Ill., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. 
What Is Christianity L 


€ €« “ —IIE. 
The Olamor of the Creeds. 


medans. 
Their Scientific Records Compared. 
Two Samples of Christianity’s 
Work. 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Pernvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Missionaries 
Hypoorisy of Christian Missionary Bffort- T. 
` Obristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Church of England. 
A Poor Rule That Doesn’s Work Both Ways. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Religious Rule. t 


` Bible Doctrinesand their Results. 


2 pplied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


suits. 

The Authority of the Footpad. 

The Wisdom of Solomon. 

The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 

vu of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 

bich Statements Shali We Be Damned for 

Disbelieving ? 

Irresponsibility of Christians-Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 

Jesus Paid It All. ` 

A Candidate for Glory—An Old Binner, but a 
New Saint. 

Bome Tests for True Believers. 

Following Ohrist. 

An Earnest Christian. 

A Trial of Faith. _ 

The Faults in Christian Morality.—I. 

é t í of s —II. 


M —III. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. . 
3 [1] a b A 


s“ L3 
s 
ae par) 


An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. 

Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 

On the Anxious Seat. 

Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 
The Church and Slavery. 

The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 

'The Colossus of New York. 

The Political Caliban and the ReligiougRogues. 
Ireland and the Church, 


A Contribution to the Irish Question. 
The Churches in Ireland. 


[n “ “u 


The Church’s Use for Woman. 

A Contrast. 

Fishing. 

Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope. 
Helping the Church. 

The Oburch’s Chief Support. 

When Womanhood Awakes. 


Sustaining the Oreeds. 

The Oreedal Fiddle. 

The Oreéds of the World. 

Ohristianity's Holy Family. 
anus-faced Oreedalists. 


The Oreedalists and the Government—“Our 
God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” 


The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 
The Trouble With Pat. 


The Church’s Idea of Civilization, 
The Gallows One of Christian Civilization's 


uncts. 
What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: . 
President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 


the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, Zhe Chronicle 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s C 

Buren Denslow, Durham's Commentarie Upon the Book of Reve ation, 


Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, 


Its Evolution, 


Unkind Reflections 
Church, 


Decline of the Papacy in Iraly. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 

The Ory of the Church, “Don’t Hurt Our 
Feelinge.” 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min- 
isterial delegate). 


Persecutions by the Church. 


The Burning of Bruno. 
The Ouly Thing on Which the Sscte Agree. 
An Unwelcome Pilgrimage. 
nen Christians Made the Laws. 
uperstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 
Oase of Dr. McGiynn—the Ohurch True to Her 
Record. E 
Casting Pearls Before Swine, 
The Bigotry of Ohurch and State. 


Some Allegories. 


The Gənii who Preside Over the Road to 
Knowledge. 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerieal Move, . 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


Ages. 

tt Let tha Ghosts Go.” 

Tne Race Between America’s Infidel Orator 
and Englapd's Christian Statesman. 

The Enemy and the Friena of Liberty. 

Roman Catholic Pandora's Box. 

A New Rendering of an Old Rhyme. 

An Error in Biblical Nayigation. 

The World Still Moves. 


Heaven. 


On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 

On the Probation Plan.—Scene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 

Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell. 


How to Make the Road to Salvation Piain. 
The Glory of Election. i 
The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerical Surprise Party. 

e Theologians and Skeptics. 

e Devil'a Occupation Gone. 


Miscellaneous. 


Talmage’s Petrified B'asphemer—A Religious 
ampaign Srors of 386. 

The Futility of 
doxy. 

The Evolution of a Sacrament. 

A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 

The Women’s Ohristian Temperance Union's 
Crusade. , 

Tools of the Olerical Trade. 

The Modern Balaam. 


Upon the 


Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 


| Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams's Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tenuessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Chiniquy’s Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
clopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Dowling's History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper’s Conflict 


Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons's Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 


Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron's Rod Blossoming, 
Newton Theologica! Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper's Weekly, 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley’s Natural History, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, 


Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’ 


Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic 


Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. 8. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst- Haeckel, Hecker’s Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson’s Exposi- 
Hallam’s History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; 


. D. 


Abner Kneeland, Lecky's Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Latayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. 8tanley Matthews, of the U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 


: s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie's History of ihe XIX Censur, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People's Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, St. Paul, 


Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Btewart 
Protectory. Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 


Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 


in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. 
Blenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. 8. Senate Reports, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, 


Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
U. B. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
J. M. * heeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster. Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart’s 


Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. O. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 


Waters, W. W. Walker. 


THE BOOK CONTAINS NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of $2, by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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Gates and Clippings. 


Ferprrrox Dovorass states the true wis- 
dom for both parties on the negro question 
in the terse saying: ‘‘ Let us alone and giv 
us fair play.” 


Coroner. WATTERSON, of the Louisville 
Courier. Journal, is authority for the statement 
that there was a time when Prohibition was 
complete in Kentucky, but it was in the 
very early days when the entire state was 
five thousand feet under the sea. 


Tux World thinks the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art would greatly increase its service to 
the community if it were open on Sunday. 
The visitors to the similar institution in Bos- 
ton are twice as numerous on Sunday as on 
other days, and equally orderly and inter- 
ested. 


Wno says the church is indifferent to the 
affairs of every-day life? In England the 
clergy pointedly condemn the fashionable 
tilted-elbow style of hand-shaking, and the 
bishop of Chester considers the matter of 
sufficient importance to justify him in scath- 
ing the custom in a public address. 


In the French chamber of deputies, M. 
Forcioli has brought forward a bill modifying 
the French form of ‘oath. M. Forcioli pro- 
poses to omit the words, ‘‘ Before God and 
before men,” and substitute, ‘‘On my honor 
and conscience I swear." He also proposes 
that all religious emblems shall be, removed 
from the tribunals. 


Tux heartsease or pansy (French, la pensée) 
is used in France as the symbol of Free- 
thought. It was used as the sign of reunion 
at the International Conference at Paris last 
September. We see from La Vérité that it 
will be proposed to the International Fed- 
eration of Freethinkers, by the French Fed. 
eration, that this flower shall become the 
universal emblem of Freethought. 


Kansas continues its efforts to be the most 
virtuous community between sun-up and due 
west. The police marshal of Leavenworth 
threatens to arrest for gambling the persons 
who play progressiveucher. ‘‘ It is believed,” 
says a Leavenworth dispatch, '"that police 
raids will not be attempted, but that the mar- 
shal will obtain a list of guests at eucher par- 

: ties and serve warrants on them individually 
the day following.” When you once go into 
the prohibition business, comments the Sun, 
there is no telling where you will bring up, 
if you are logical. 


“JT wav made & discovery," said Colonel 
. Glenn this morning. ‘ What's that ?” ** Why, 
that the most terrible habit a man can hav is 
the habit of having regular habits. I mean, 
to get into the habit of doing certain things 
at certain times, without variation, day in 
and day out. My idea is that.the best way 
for a man to do is to eat when he is hurgry, 
go to bed when he is sleepy, drink when he 
is thirsty, no matter when, and so on. I hav 
also found out that the habit most easily 
gotten out of is that of going to church.” 
—Altlanta Journal. : 


Tux other day a clergyman got on a West 
Shore train at Tappan, says George Van 
Wormer, one of the most popular conductors 
of that road. The train was crowded, and 
the clergyman refused to surrender his ticket 
until he got a seat. Half-jokingly, the con- 
ductor suggested to a young lady sitting in 
the vicinity to giv her seat to the dominie. 
To his amazement she did so, and to his still 
greater amazement the clergyman promptly 
slid into it. The hissing passengers, says the 
Tribune, soon provided the young lady with 
a seat, and it is to be hoped that the clergy- 
man felt thoroughly ashamed of himself for 
hig ungallant behavior. 


Jupas has been officially abolished in the 
island of Madeira. It has been a time- 
honored custom of the nativs to exhibit in 
one of their numerous religious processions 


an effigy of Judas, upon which the oppro- 
brium of the populace was duly heaped, and 
at the close of the day Judas was burnt with 
vociferous expressions of triumph and joy. 
Of late years it has happened that the effigy 
of Judas has borne a striking resemblance to 
some person upon whom the general public 
had ceased to smile, and thus the governor 
of the island, the mayor of Funchal, and a 
foreign consul hav been caricatured in the 
procession and burnt in effigy. The powers] 
thut be hav decided that the admixture of 
politics and religion is not wholesome, and 
so the edict has gone forth that hereafter 
the people must get along without Judas. 


Tue three-year-old son of a certain clergy- 
man came home from church the other Sun- 
day with something puzzling his young soul, 
relates a Sun writer. He was unusually silent 
all day and it was not until next day that he 
appealed for light and help to his elders. At 
dinner on Monday he broke forth: ‘ Papa, 
they was two ladies sanged in the choir. 
One lady had a wail tied back around her 
head, so [illustrating], and nuther lady had 
a little bonnet flat down on her ears, so 
{palms on ears). One lady sanged ‘His 
name is King,’ and nuther lady sanged, ‘ His 
name is Lord. What is his name, papa ?" 
The choir, it appears, had ‘‘ sanged an an- 
tMem substantially as set forth in the young 
man's report. 


STirLING the Methodist conscience: ‘‘To 
hav permanent contracts with men to fur- 
nish apples and corn for distillation we deem 
pernicious and objectionable; but to sell 
apples and corn in the market to those who 
come and buy them, or to sell apples and 
corn to those who come along with wagons 
to buy them, is an ordinary business trans- 
action. If distillers misuse the corn and 
apples, it is not because these things are fit 
only for the evil use they make of them; 
they are responsible for that. Some years 
ago & butcher refused to sell meat to a rum 
seller on the ground that the rumseller was in 
an evil business, that he devoted all the 
Strength he could obtain to the vigorous 
prosecution of that evil business, the meat he 
ate gave him the strength, and therefore he, > 
as an honest men hating that business, could 
not sell him meat by which to strengthen 
himself to carry it on. Tre logic of such 
persons would impeach the almighty, the 
source of all strength.’—Christian Advo- 
cate, 


On a recent Sunday, a party of young 
men, of the city of Washington, were play- 
ing ball outside ef hearing: distance from 
any dwelling, but were arrested by the po- 
lice, on the’ strength of the common.law 
decision, recently issued by the commission- 
ers, that ball playing on Sunday is cont'ary 
to the Christian religion, and that the Chris- 
tian religion is a part of the common law, 
and, consequently, of the law of the District 
of Columbia. When the case was brought 
to trial, the court and prosecuting attorney 
ignored the legal lore of the commissioners, 
and tried the case under an ordinance pro- 
hibiting the playing of ball in streets, 
avenues, and alleys. The counsel for the 
ball players argued that the law had not 
been violated, although he attempted to pla- 
cate the court by acknowledging that the 
young men might better hav been in church. 
The policeman thought that they were. play- 
ing on a line with the extension of Seven- 
teenth street; the judge therefore held that 
they were playing in the streets, and imposed 
& fine of $5. 


Tgr main difference between Agnosticism 
and Atheism, says Secular Thought, is one of 
philosophy. The Atheist believes in one 
known existence, the universe. This he as- 
sumes to be infinit—t.e., indefinit. He re- 
jects all existence beyond the known, but 
does not deny the possibility of further ad- 
vances in knowledge. The Pantheistic Ag- 
nostic, assuming that the pantheos, though 
unknown in totality, pervades all nature, will 


n 


probably worship it in some way. But to 
the Atheist, worship would be illogical, as 
he believes that it would be merely paid to 
nature. The Agnostic pure and simple, 
while he admits for scientific purposes the 
truth, or assumed truth, of Materialism, re- 
jects that Materialism for searching more 
deeply into nature. And therein lies one of 
the chief differences between Atheism and 
Agnosticism. Whereas the Atheist, as a 
Monist, believes in but one existence, the Ag- 
nostic admits that it is impossible to obtain 
any certain facts upon the subject. He does 
not deny the possibility of the truth of either 
Materialistic Monism (Atheism) or Spiritual. 
istic Monism (Pantheism); but, on the other 
hand, neither does he deny the possibility of 
there being two or more existences. 


A GREAT conference of Sabbatarians has 
been called to meet at Chicago next month for 
the purpose of bringing pressure to bear upon 
the World’s Fair commissioners and securing 
a decree that the fair shall not be open to the 
public on Sundays. Apart from the hurtful 
prematurity of thus springing a question of 
administrativ detail upon the commissioners 
three years in advance of the possible open- 
ing of the fair, the movement is an effort of 
intolerance to force the opinions of & part of 
the community upon an :nterprise that be- 
longs to the whole community, says the 
World. In this free country questions of re- 
ligious observance belong exclusivly to indi- 
vidual conscience and religious organizations. 
The state and the public, as such, hav noth- 
ing to do with them. The just rule with re- 
spect to such observance, in connection with 
a public enterprise like this World’s Fair, is 
to leave every man to determin his course for 
himself. Under this rule those who feel that 
it is wrong to visit the fair on Sunday should 
remain away; those whose consciences im- 
pose no süch restrictions upon them will 
attend. There is no more justice in compel- 
ling the one class to stay away than in com- 
pelling the other to go. And there would be 
the gravest injustice in closing the fair on 
Sunday, because there are many thousands 
who can Visit it on no other day and whose 
right to visit it is just as good as that of any- 
body else. The principle of right under a 
free government is that no man's conscience 
shall giv law to any other man. 


Tue Rev. Shirley Baker, sent as a mission- 
ary to the Tonga islands, became at length 
the ruler of the kingdom, but has recently 
been deposed. The San Francisco Chronicle 
says: ‘The deportation of the Rev. Mr. 
Baker from Tonga ends the career of a South 
Sea island Bismarck who made the nativ 
king a puppet and ruled.with an iron hand. 
Baker began as a modest Methodist mission- 
ary, but his rare executiv ability soon dis- 
played itself and he was made prime minister 
by the king. The Wesleyan mission in 
Tonga was Very grasping, and secured large 
sums of money from the nativs in contribu- 
tions. This coin was not spent on the işl- 
ands, and no report of its disposition was 
ever furnished. Naturally the nativs ob- 
jected to this draining away of their re- 
sources, and it resulted in strained relations 
between the king and the mission, and ulti- 
mately in the formation of a free church. 
The missionaries at once jumped to the con- 
clusion that Baker was the cause of their 
trouble, and they so wrought upon some of 
the nativs who remained faithful that these 
attacked Baker. He had a narrow escape, 
but his son and daughter were crippled. 
Then began & hideous series of reprisals, 
several nativs being executed and others 
banished, so that finally the British high 
commissioner decided that the only way to 
save the island from civil war was to remove 
Baker. Such is the evolution of Christianity 
in the South sea; yet it can be said for Baker 
that he suppressed drunkenness and did 
much to improve the condition of the people. 
If he could hav extinguished the theological 
rancor of his old associates he would still be 
in power.” It is said the king of Tonga was 
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80 overjoyed to get rid of the officious mis- 
sionary that he held a jubilee, forgave all his 


enemies, and invited his exiled subjects to 
return. . 


Some rather curious results attend the at- 
tempts of pagans nominally converted by mis- 
sionaries to improve upon the Christian relig- 
ion. They sometimes make a strange mess 
with their mixture of vague Christian notions 
and pagan ideas, if a writer in the Sun is ac- 
curate. About twenty-five years ago many 
of the Maori in New Zealand who were sup- 
posed to be Christians invented a new religion. 
Their leaders asserted that most of the Chrie- 
tian religion was false, but the angel Gabriel 
and the Virgin Mary were gods who inspired 
their priests and gave them protection. These 
personages were about all they retained of the 
Christian religion. They wanted a medium 
through which they could communicate with 
the angel Gabriel, and they therefore cut off 
the head of an unfortunate white man, and 
the priests pretended to receive inspiration 
from Gabriel through this head. Soon after 
another sect arose on the northern island of 
New Zealand. Tewhiti, a chief who had 
grown weary of Christianity as it was taught 
to him, set up a religion of his own, called 
himself & prophet, and declared it wicked to 
read any book but the Bible. He attracteda 
large party and for considerable time gave 
the missionaries much trouble with his pe- 
culiar teaching of their faith. In the end, 
however, a8 he did not regard himself ame- 
nable to the law, it was necessary to deal se- 
verely with him. He was suppressed by the 
government, and his religion fell with him. 
Another sect arose. These people pre- 
tended to hav & great reverence for the 
Bible and spiritual things, but the main pur- 
pose of the sect was to indulge in the utmost 
license under the cloak of religion, and it was 
necessary for the government to suppress it. 
In Burma to-day is a curious admixture of 
Christianity and Buddhism among one of 
the Karen tribes. Thereligion haslittle sem- 
blance to Christianity, except that the Chris- 
tian Sabbath is observed and services held in 
imitation of those conducted by the mission- 
aries. This form of worship has thousands of 
adherents, and ignorant people are especially 
inclined to accept the new teachings. In 
India, & while ago, the nativs of a district 
that had embraced Christianity conceived an 
idea that was identical with that of our Sec- 
ond Adventists. They made up their minds, 
nobody knows how, that the world was com- 
ing to an end on Sept. 29, 1881. It was in 
vain that their missionaries remonstrated 
with them. The fanatics declared that the 
world was surely coming to an end,and a 
large number of people left their homes and 
went to the ocean shore, where they awaited 
the coming of the Lord. They had sold 
everything they possessed, keeping only 
money enough to buy food and lodging until 
the fatal day arrived. Most of their time was 
spent in fasting, prayer, and exhortation, and 
there was great excitement when the impor- 
tant day at length dawned. There they were 
gathered on the beach, and waited all day for 
the Lord. At nightfall, as he did not appear 
they finally decided that they had been de- 
ceived, and returned to the missionaries 
greatly humbled and begging forgivness. 
‘It is a curious spectacle nowadays to see in 
Argola, where missionaries nominally con- 
verted thousands of the nativs to Christianity 
two or three centuries ago, the poor people 
telling their beads and kissing their crucifixes 
without the slightest idea of the significance 
Christian people attach to these objects. The 
meaning of the cross was long ago forgotten 
by their fathers. All that is left of the old 
Roman Catholic faith among these nativs are 
the beads and crucifixes, which they regard 
simply as a sort of fetich that will keep them 
from bodily injury. Only this remains of the 
wonderful Christianizing triumphs of the 
Romish fathers, who two centuries ago were 
so proud of reclaiming many thousands of 
African nativs from paganism, 
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Communications. 


The Christian’s India Rubber God. 


The magnitude of some of these etars isfar be- 
yond our comprehension. It is estimated that the 
star Sirius has a diameter fourteen times greater 
than oureun. The star Lyra weuld fill the orbit of 
Nepiune, which is 3,600 000 000 cf miles in diameter. 
Bear in mind I hav cnly been hinting at the number 
and distances and magnitude of stars in a single 
cluster, and that the one in which our sun and solar 
system is placed. 

This cluster is shaped something like a huge con- 
vex lens, and may be quite well, though not exactly, 
represented by placing two saucers together so that 
their concave surfaces may face each other. Now 
imsgin our position under the center of this cluster, 
and then it will be easy to understand why we see 80 
many stars when we look in the direction represented 
by the rims cf the saucers, corresponding to the 
Milky Way, and why so few are seen when we look in 
the direction corresponding to the sides of the sau- 
cers. With these few hints, a little reflection will 
satisfy anyone why the starry heavens present the 
appearance they do. 

The most powerful telescopes shoot right through 
the stars in our cluster and bring into view thou- 
sands of other clusters scattered through space. The 
positions of more than three thousands of clusters 
hav been determined and the number of these islands 
and continents of stars is constantly being multiplied, 
a8 telescopic power is increased, until there seems to 
be no limit. ; 

It is not to be expected that a full and complete 
treatis on the sidereal heavens can be given in an 
article of this kind. My object is to present to the 
mind, in the easiest way; a sufficient idea of our ride- 
real surroundings to show that the Mosaic account 
of creation was written in igrorance, and that the 
pretense thatit was dictated by divine wisdom is the 
veriest sham. 

Who can contemplate these myriads of shining 
orbs, these suns and systems, and believe that Mose 
knew snything about them ? i 

Rev. Morris, the great harmonizer, says that all of 
these globes, some of them far transcending our sun 
in brightness, and millions of times larger, were 
made for man's “benefit and accommedation,” and 
that “they were not created out of pre-existing mat- 
ter, but were made cut cf nothing.” 

This is absurdity run mad. Bring forth all the 
Munchausenisms of the ages, and they are to be 
taken as rational statements when compared to this 
hoteh-potch account of creation as written down in 
the book of Genesis. 

What would be thought of a man’s sanity who 
should build a temple costing ten millicns of dollars 
for the accommodation of a colony of ants? And to 
say that infinit wisdom created millions of gorgeous 
sidereal temples for the purpose of lighting up this 
little ball of earth is a hundred times more absurd. 

Think of God making such a globe as Lyra out of 
nothing in ten minutes withcut tools. For if he 
“created the keavens aud the earth and all the hosts 
of them” in six days, he certsinly could not hav 
spent more than ten minutes on such a globe as 
Lyra. 

Say twice two are ten, three times six sre forty; 
Bay what you will I defy the ingenuity of man to 
invent anything more ridiculous. When Blair, Com- 
stock, Wanamsker & Co. get the Bible introduced 
into the schools, they might ss well banish the study 
of astronomy, for no one who believes the book of 
Genesis to be the word of Gcd will ever credit the 
facts of astronomy. And when a knowledge of 
astronomy is obtained, gocd bye to old Moses. 

No one who has learned the facts of astronomy 
will ever believe the book cf Genesis to be inspired. 
The truth ie, God inspired Moses to write'no more 
than he knew, and he had no more knowledge of the 
earth and solar system, and the myriads of shining 
worlds scattered through space, than the times in 
which he lived afforded. If God knew about these 
clusters and islands of stars, he would hay spent 
bis time to much better advantage in telling Moses 
about them than in playing bo-peep witb him among 
the rocks. f 

To the intelligent mind the account of creation as 
given in Genesis furnishes the best clew to the 
ignorance of the times in which the writer lived that 
could be obtained. He probably heard the braying 
of an aes and thought it was the voice of God, and 
therefore concluded that he was inspired. It would 
seem from reading the bock of Genesis that God 
kept talking about that which was of the feast im- 
portance to man, and withheld the knowledge that 
would bav proved the moet useful. It would hay 
taken him but a moment to tell us how something 
could be made out of nothing, and as be had a whole 
eternity at his dieposal, and as he took time to tell 
us how sticks were turned into snakes, he must hay 
thought that information of the most importance to 

us. 


The great harmonizer says: “The true character 
of the sun was learned by slow and laborious steps. 
The common theory was that the earth was the cen- 
ter of the universe, and that the sun and moon and 
stars revolved around it.” But why should these 
steps hav been so slow and laborious? Did not God 
want us to know anything about the family of 
worlds to which we belong? If he did not, was it 
not a grievous sin against God to endeavor to find 
out bout them? If he did want us to know, could 
he not hav left out the story about Samson and his 
foxes and given us just a few hints to put.us on the 
right track? Did God think that a knowledge of 
the machinery of the solar system was of less im- 
portance to the human family than the Munchausen- 
iam of blowing down the walls of a city with ram’s 
horns? It must hav tickled God to see the old 
Ptolemaics puzzling over their twenty-six solid trans- 
parent spheres one within another, revolving 80 as 
to carry the sun, moon, planets, and fixed stars along 
with them at different velocities. 

Just imegin him sitting on his great white throne 
filling the immensity of space, and enjoying his quid 
of cavendish, with a broad grin and a knowing wink 
of his *all.seeipg eye," looking down upon the poor 
noddies tugging ab the complex problem of the solar 
system which they were unable to solve, and saying 
to himself: “ Work away, you are on the wrong trail ; 
these suns and systems which I hav created are full 
of pozz'es, ard it is just amusing to me to see you 
trying to make a globe like the sun revolve around a 
flat earth. Like monkeys you sre trying to untangle 
a skein of yarn, but the more you monkey the more 
the tangle increases.” 

Now, if a knowledge of the solar system is wicked, 
how grestly are all Christians who teach it sinning 
agsins& God! If right, why did God allow his chil- 
dren to remain in ignorance and doubt so many cent- 
uries, when a few hints in his book would hav re- 
moved all doubt and prevented much tortura and 
persecution, and given his chosen people & grand 
start in scientific investigation? It certainly would 
hav taken no longer than it did to tell about a talk- 
ing jackass. 

* Aud God spake to Moses.” It is a curious fact 
that God has always done the most of his talking to 
the most ignorant people. It is no wonder that God 
commanded such a bloodthirsty horde as the Jews 
were to wage wars of extermination, and “rip up” 
helpless mothers and butcher innocent children. 
And it is no wonder that he never gave them much 
usefal information. 

In the eastern world are true representative of the 
sneient Jews whom God talked to, ard they know 
just as much of the science of astronomy. or any 
other science, as the author of Genesis did, ard no 
more. They know no more about the cause of an 
eclipse than savages who try to drive the bad spirit 
um the sun by rattling drums and uttering hideous 
yells. 

They are no wiser to-day than they were a thou- 
sand years ago, and a more ignorant, repulsiv, de- 
graded class of people are nowhere to be found. If 
Heston should go there, he could giv us a perfect 
picture of God in Tue Truru Szxkrs, for they were 
made in the image cf God, and s true picture of one 
of these primitiv men with a hooked nose and sloping 
forehead, who traces bis origin clear back to original 
dirt, would doubtless giv us the best idea of God 
that could be obtained, but it would be a little tough 
on a civilized God. 

A short time ago I read a description of those 
ancient people by a traveler who had been among 
them long enough to learn their habits, customs, and 
peculiarities. That night I dreamed of being among 
toads and lizards and all manner of creeping rep 
tils and monsters, some dead and in an advanced 
state of decomposition, and the scene was so horrible 
and the odor so offensiv that I jumped out of bed 
and the spell was broken. But the impression was 
80 vivid that it tormented me all day. 

‘It is no wonder that such a people should be 
under the direct influence of God. The wonder is 
that civilized people of the nineteenth century should 
be under the influence and control of such a people 
and such aGod. It is bad enough to eat crow, but 
crow that stinke—well, my stomach fails—let us 
think of something that pertains to civilization. 

And worse than all, the idea that such a God 
designed everything to take place just as it does, and 
that he designed it for the very best. The Christian 
sees design in every blade of grass, in every opening 
flower, in every animal, and throughout the universe. 
The great Herbert Morris says, “From the creation 
true philosophy as well as religion leads us up toa 
designing creator.” Yes, a great planet like Jupiter, 
which he did not mention in his account of ereation, 
leads up to a designing creator; but turning an old 
woman into salt, and covering. a great country like 
Egypt with frogs and lice, and turning sticks into 
snakes, would lead us, philoscphically, up, or down, 
to a great conjuror. Considered in that light, he is 
entitled to the belt, but as a great designer and 
world-maker he is a great fizzle. 

T hav referred to the distance of the fixed stars. 
If the object in creating these stars was “to giv 


light upon the earth,” what object could there hav 
been in creating millions of stars so far distant from 
us that their feeble light can never reach the earth ? 
We can only know of their existence because we are 
obliged to infer that all space is not a blank beyond 
the reach of our vision. Besides, there are only com- 
parativly few sters that are not telescopic stars. 
Were all of these stars created for one out of a 
million to peep at with their telescopes, and which 
man would never hav known anything about had it 
not been for the lucky invention of that instrument ? 
Does this look like intelligent design? — . 

There is another view to be taken in regard to ihe 
designs of this all-seeing God. What was' the ob- 
ject in creating all the huge monsters that sre 
known to hav existed Jong before man’s advent upon 
the earth? It is evident that the author of Genesis 
knew nothing about these animals which had passed 
away thousands of years before the account of orea- 
tion was written. Were these created for man? 
Could he hav “dominion over them?’ Did old 
Adam name them? Did God “bring them before 
Adam to see what he would call them?” 

The Ohristian puts on 8 holy scowl, and says, 
“You tempt God when you ask such questions.” 
The truth is, you always tempt God when you corner 
a Christian. 

The Ohristian will tell you that God never worka 
without a purpose, and that his purposes all tend to 
the well-being and happiness of man. When you 
ask him what purpose God had in spending so much 
time and wasting so much raw material in creating 
the great animals which inhabited boih land and 
water, thousands of years before Gcd played the 
rib trick on old Adam, he looks at bis rubber, and 
not knowing just how to squeezeit, exclaims, ‘ Great 
is the mystery of godliness.” This is called Obris- 
tian philosophy. 

The number of animals seen by the unaided eye-a 
as nothirg compared with the wonders revealed by 
the microscope. The sands of the sea will hardly 
compare with them in number. They are sometimes 
referred to as animaleules, infusoria, etc. But they 
are all animals, and I shall class them under the 
general head of insects, because the word is better 
understood. 

Hundreds of miles of the ocean’s bed, and in 
some places many feet deep, are covered with avimals 
living and dead. This may seem like a marvelous 
statement, but some of them will reproduce of their 
kind 170,000 000,000,000 in four days, and of some 
kinds 500 000,000 may be contsined in a single drop 
of water. 

Oceans, lakes, streams, and pools are teeming with 
animals which we never should hav known anything 
about if the microscope had not been invented. Of 
all the wcrlà's population, first and last, not one out 
of every million has known anything about them. 
Will some Christian tell me where God’s design was 
in creating them, if they were designed for man's . 
benefit ? 

In order to understand the full force of the design 
argument it will be neceseary tc go back before “the 
beginning,” before the creation cf the earth, moon,, 
sun, and stars, when God alone was. 

There were neither angels, archangels, or devile— 
just nothing and God. 

He had all knowledge, consequently he knew 
when and how everything would turn out down to 
the last tick of time’s old clock. He had all power, 
consequently he bad all power to prevent as well as 
ereate. He planned and foresaw the construction of 
the minutest insect as well asa world. From this 
standpoint it must appear that nothing could take 
place contrary to his design. 

When he planted the tree of forbidden fruit in 
the garden he mutt hav known all the conse- 
quences that would follow, or he lacked knowledge. 
If he could not prevent the consequences which fol- 
lowed the eating of the forbidden fruit he lacked 
power. Assuming that he had almighty power and 
infinit knowledge, it must follow that he was well 
pleased with the whole transaction, and that it all 
turned out just as he designed. Adam, the first and 
most notorious sneak, whom God pronounced * very 
good,” laid the blame upon his wife. Christians lay 
the blame on the devil, and then claim that he was a 
fallen angel. This seems to let God out. If there 
was ap angel that would turn to a devil, God must 
hav known it, and had power to prevent it, so that his 
deslings with our first parents and the consequent 
fall of man must hav been a foregone conclusion from 
“ the beginning.” 

Therefore sickness, disease, death, and all the dire 
calamities that human flesh is heir to, and hell for 
nine tenths of the human family, must hav been fore-. 
seen and indorsed before the earth was formed, when: 
God alone was. If this statement is not correct, 
then the devil must hav thwarted a part of God's. 
plans and had more power than he. God knew that 
Bennett would found Tux TnvrH Sxexer, and had 
ihe power to prevent it, but did not do it, therefore 
it is reasonable to infer that he is pleased with that 
paper. If he is a sensible God I know he is. 

Joun Prox. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) . : 
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Christian Progress. 


Just now some Christians are endeavoring to find 
comfort in the fact that new churches are still being 
built, and that the numbers who attend them are 
said to be increasing rather than diminishing. They 
argue that because there are more places of worship 
than there were soma years ago, Christianity is not, 
as we maintain it is, gradually but surely passing out 
of existence. They fail to see that every new relig- 
ious body represents some former Christian dogma 
abandoned; that every preacher who attracts an in- 
creased congregation does so by the increased liber- 
ality of his views. They do not grasp the situation 
that the body which prolongs its existence by every 
day amputating some of its members must in time 
be left without any member to be amputated. 

I once knew a dog that thought he was a bigger 
dog than he was. This dog became associated in my 
mind with Ohristianity. He imagined that he owned 
the street in which he happened to be. No other 
dog had any rights there. No other dog was justi- 
fied in being a dog. If he presumed to bs a dog he 
must fight for it. This dog differed from Ohristian- 
ity chiefly in one particular. He was generally vic- 
torious in his combats. But it always cost him 
something. . One day he would lose an eye, the next 
a tooth, and soon. He would swagger and bully all 
the same, but there was less dog. It was evidently 
only a question of time uutil there would be no dog 
at all. 

Now, Christianity is a very ugly old dog that wants 
to be the only one of nis race. There are a good 
many other dogs that think they hav some rights 
here, too. Some are great, noble fellows, and others 
are mean littie curs that do not amount to much any- 
way. But be they big or little, good or bad, Chris- 
lianity wants to fight them. He has been fighting 
them for a good many centuries, but he is not nearly 
Bo dangerous as he used to be. He growls a good 
deal, but his teeth hav all been knocked out, and he 
cannot bite worth a cent. 

The Christian dog used to be very proud of hia 
tail. It was very long. It had a great many joints, 
and every joint was an article of faith. Look at 
the miserable little stump he tries to wag now. 
He used to glory in predestination and election, 
in original sin, in baptismal regeneration, in verbal 
inspiration, in a personal devil, in eternal hell fire 
and damnation. He has lost these in his many 
combats, and is yet unable to reckon one victory 
to his credit. 

Some years ago Bishop Colenso disproved the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. The ortho- 
dox cried “heresy,” but the authority of the Pen- 
tateuch was gone forever, and Colenso retained his 
bishoprick. Now McQueary denies the resurrection 
and virginal maternity. The Apostles’ creed and all 
the other creeds declare both doctrins to be true, but 
an Episcopalian minister says they are false. And 
the next generation may not find them among the 
essentials of Ohristianity. 

The churches now are places where people go to 
see Ohristianity dissected, to find some of its old 
teachings dropped and some human principle substi- 
tuted. The greater the number of professing Ohris- 
tians, the less Caristianity. But let us not conclude 
from this that. if we sit still, Christianity will die of 
itself. It is becoming humanized, its preachers are 
‘teaching some natural truths for which in the days 
of its power it would hav burnt them alive, but that 
is because Liborals hav knocked some of the non- 
sense out of it by solid argument and wholesome 
ridicule, and the vacancy had to be filled with some- 
thing better. Moral: Continue to knock, and knock 
hard. E. J. Bowen. 

o 
l The Sun and Moon Stood Still, 

In a recent address, Sereno E. Todd, of Orange, 

: N.J., said: “ Thie representation concerning the sun 
and moon standing still is also one of the impressiv 
allegories of the Bible. It is an interesting story 
for children snd feeble-minded adults who hav 
always employed a priest to think for them. But, 
let us consider the statements and examin them in a 
philosophic and scientific point of view, and we can 
not fail to perceive that all this is an allegory or 
fable. If we undertake to interpret the language 
literally and to understand it as significant of truth 
and fact, we cannot fail to see that the entire fabric 
is only a magnificent tissue of sacerdotal nonsense. 
We all know that the sún doesn't go around the world. 
The sun stands still. The earth goes around the 
sun, and the moon revolves around the earth. Now, 
the earth has two motions, one of which is, it rolls 
over and over as a ball does when it is thrown 
through the air; and the other is the motion of a 
pendulum or ball when swinging in an elliptical orbit. 
Now, think for a moment of the immense magnitude 

: of our earth ; contemplate the vast continents and 
immense oceans; picture in the mind a ball eight 
thousand miles in diameter and twenty-five thousand 
miles around, and going through space at the 
frightful velocity of sixty-eight thousand miles per 
hour (faster than a rifle-ball moves) and we will hav 
a correct idea of the motion of our earth. Now, 


then, in order to produce the phenomenon of the sun 
standing still, our earth must stop revolving from 
west to east, and the moon must stop in her course. 
What must they stop for? Well, God, the great 
creator of the sun, moon, and earth, happened to see 
a battle raging between two armies of fleas or grass- 
hoppers. (The Bible represents men as grass- 
hoppers in God's sight.) As the contest was so hot 
end the battle so desperate and the armies so 
equally matched, that night was likely to come on 
before either army had gained a victory, God em 
ployed his vast power to stop the moon in her 
course and to prevent. the earth from revolving, in 
order to make a day twice as long as usual, so that 
these grasshoppers could hav daylight to fight by. 
God had power to create those two armies, and giv 
them power to hack each other to pieses ; and he had 
power to make the earth and the moon and to send 
them whirling through space. But he couldn't anni 
hilate one of those armies. He couldnt giv one 
side twice as much power asthe other! He couldn't 
hav struck one side with blindness in an instant! 
He couldn't hav stopped the breath of one of those 
armies! Oa, no! But he could stop the earth 
revolving, and compel the moon to stand still. 
Then, after the battle was fought and victory was 
won he could set old earth and the moon to whirling 
again. It must be that God had never seen a battle 
before, and he was interested to see how the contest 
would terminate. Ask any good astronomer or 
philosopher if he ever supposed for a moment that 
any such phenomenon ever occurred, in ‘truth or in 
fact? He will tell you emphatically, no.” 
— 


A Splendid Specimen of Theological Reasoning. 
Joseph Symes in the Melbourne Liberator. 

Mr. Gladstone is writing some most egregious 
nonsense, in Good Words, about Genesis But he 
does not know what to make of it. Wa are glad to 
find him helping to destroy the credit of the old 
book, as every critic must do who sets about its 
defense. Mr. Gladstone would employ his time quite 
as usefully and quite as successfully if he undertook 
the defense of that other nursery tale, 

Heigh diddle, diddle! 

The cat with the fiddle; 

The cow jumped over the moon! 

The little dog laughed to see guch sport; 
And the dish ran away with the spoon! 

Now Infidels may laugh, as that profane dog did ; 
but can anyone in his senses deny that there is a 
moon? that there is a cow? that there is a dog? 
that there is a cat? that there is a fiddle? that there 
is a dish? that there isa spoon? Let the skeptic 
say! Let him deny it if he dare! And if all this is 
admitted, who shall say that the cow did not jump 
over the moon? It is true, we cannot say which cow ; 
divine wisdom hath not revealed that; but we are 
told the cow—mark, the article is the definit ar- 
ticle; and that shows that the cow was a well-known 
one. The writer who witnessed the miracle knew 
the cow ; aud so did his first readers. He says the 
cow. Aud note too, he speaks in the same definit 
manner about the dog, the cat, the-dish, the fiddle, 
the spoon. This, my deloved brethren, shows that 
the animals and the articles were well known. So 
the writer could not be in doubt as to what he wrote. 

And now note the statements, the assertions, of 
this divine revelation! That a cat may be with a 
fiddle is certainly not improbable. That a dog 
should laugh is quite likely, for did not Bslaam's don- 
key converse with his master? and did not the ser. 
pent converse with Eve? And who can be so unrea- 
sonable as to doubt if a dish could run away with or 
without the spoon?! Lat anyone try it on a table 
canted beyond the angle of stability, and he will soon 
find a dish may run away with a good number of 
spoons, and prove him to be a spoon who tries the ex- 
periment. This being granted, we hav now to prove 
that the cow jumped over the moon. And, by God's 
assistance, it shall be demonstrated. 1 Nə one 
can prove that the cow did not jump over the moon; 
for (1) you know not what a cow may do. Because 
you did not see this miracle, that can be no objsciion 
to it. You hav never seen your own midriff. or your 
own brain. How dare you then deny this miracle 
because you forsooth ! did not witness it!! Who ever 
said you did? (2) You do not, cannot know, where 
the moon was when the cow jumped over it, nor yet 
where the cow was. The cow may hav been in 
-heaven and the moon below her. Indeed, a sc^re of 
situations may be thought cf in which tle cow could 
perform the miracle. 2. When we find a whale swa}- 
lowing Jonah, how can we doubt the jumping of the 
cow over the moon? 3. How can we doubt it in face 
of the fact that a woman was once seen with the 
moon under her feet (Rav. xi, 1)? Thus do we 
prove the blessed truth, the comforting and edifying 
revelation, respecting the jumping.cow, the fiddling 
cat, the laughing dog, and the kleptomaniae dish that 
went off with the spoon! 

There, reader, you hav something quite as solid as 
Mr. Giadstone's defense of Genesis, and - q.sily as 
good as any argument ever advanced in favor of the 
Bible as a divine revelation. 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


A new Freethought society has seen the light of 
day in Hildesheim. Dr. Voelkel, of Magdeburg, 
gave the first public lecture August 24:h. 

The court of Mannheim, Baden, has sentenced 
Danie] Kaller to two months’ imprisonment for blas- 
phemy uttered in a restaurant. Mr. Keiler denied 
the existence of God and a future life, and stated - 
that Christ was a Socialist. — Freiheit. 


On August 31 the Freethought societies of Seine-et- 
Oise held a public demonstration in honor of Esieane 
Dolet, a writer and printer burnt for heresy Aug. 3, 
1583, on Moubert place. Members cf the Paris mu- 
nicipslity and of the chamber of deputies partici- 
pated.—Za Vérite. 

In Coin the police authorities are after the Spirit- 
ualists. A medium has been found guilty of “ obtain- 
ing money on false pretenses.” “In the nineteenth 
century we hav neither mirecles nor revela‘ions, and 
if such are insisted upon, the appearanca of them 
must be demonstrated,” seid the court. And yet 
Freethinkers are persecuted for blasphemy if they 
speak or write against miracles, comments Das Men- 
shenthum. 


A serious calamity is about to befall us Free- 
thinkers, says Das Menschenthum. The pope is 
busy preparing an encyclical in which he will giv 
the faithful some infallible m dicin wherewith to ex- 
terminate Freethought. It consists in studying the 
Bible. If we remember right, another infallible pope 
once prohibited the readiag of said volume of anti- 
quated lore, inasmuch as it would “confound” the 
reader's faith. 

A Protestant edition of the Holy Inquisition has 
apparently been organized in Prussia. The police 
searched the houses of several members belonging to 
the executiv committee of the Free Raligious Society 
to find the stenographic report of a lecture delivered 
the 29;h of June this year. They succeeded at last ; 
but not satisfied therewith they began breaking the 
furniture in the society's library-room. Nothing like 
a union of church and state.—Freireligiöses- 
Sonntags- Blatt. i , 


The priests in France are generally a very submis- 
giv lot, that make themeelvs as invisible as possible, 
but once in & great while some one will imagin that 
he livs in the sixteenth century. This was evidently 
the case with a “father” in the city of Moulins, who 
created quite a sersation at the funeral of a French 
Freethinker, Andre Driff»rt, by resisting the entrance 
of the funeral procession to the cemetery and at the 
same time uttering some “ Christian” words about 
hell, etc. The priest was arrested. 


On August 17th the Stockholm Freethought Society 
made an excursion to the city of Westeras, the resi- 
dence of Bishop Billings. The Westeras Freethinkers 
and nearly a thousand citizens received the excursion- 
ists and escorted them to an open place outside the 
city, where Mr. Lennstrand gave to an audience of 
over three thousand one of his best lectures, * What 
is Preached in the Christian Ohurches?” The city 
papers, of course, were shocked over the insult offered 
to the good name of the orthodox city. 


The Congress of Swedish Freethinkérs was held on 
August 9:h and 10th. After the business part of the 
meeting was over, several topics were taken up for 
discussion, among which we must mention, “Is there 
a Necessity for an Autiebristian Movement?’ and 
“Ought a Freethinker udder all Circumstances to 
Acknowledge His Belief?’ Both questions were 
answered in the sfficmetiv. Sunday evening was 
given over to pleasure. Mr. Leonstrand gave some 
very edifying extracts from the “Gospel of Infancy.” 
Poems were recited, speeches were mado, and it was 
resolved to send a resolution of thanks to Mr. J. M. 
Wheeler, of the London Freethinker, for the great 
services he had rendered the young society. 


As our readers are awaze, Viktor E. Lennstrand 
was to deliver his first lecture since his imprisonment 
on August 31; but the ingenious authorities found 
that such use of the right of free speech was contrary 
to a certain law paragraph, which no one ever before 
thought could be applied to prohibit two lectures 
which Swedish juries had foucd all right, and which 
had been delivered before by rome one else. On the 
motion. of Mr. Lennstrend there was held a public 
discussion of this the latest “fad” of Swedish jastice, 
and several hundred citizans gave their assent to hav 
their names affixad to a remonstrance against this 
breach of a citizen'g rights. And that the minister of 
justice should not think it was without his jurisdio- 
tion, a copy of said resolution waa sent to him, 
together with an open letter from Messrs. Berghell 
aud Hallborg, who likewise were forbidden to deliver 
the lectures. Gusravg NELSON. 
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Fourteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fourteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been sppointed by the board of 
directors to meet at Portsmouth, O., on Friday even-. 
ing, October .31. 1890, and to continue its sessions 
on the Saturday and Sunday following. 

The meetings wil be held in tbe Grand Opera 
House, Gorner of Sixth and Court streets, and the 
orchestra of the establishment has been engaged for 
the occasion. Due notice will be given of the pro- 
posed reduction in railroad, steamboat, and hotel 
fares. 

Portsmouth is situated on the Ohio river, one 
hundred miles east of Cincinnati, and one hundred 
miles south of Columbus, and has extensiv and con- 
venient railway connections with the whole country. 
Tt is a port of foreign entry, and is distinguished for 
its numerous and msgnificent menufactoriee. It has 
a population exceeding fifteen thousand, has twenty 
churches, the Ohio Militery Academy, and a splendid 
system of graded schools. The Obio valley fair is 
held there annually; and several English and Ger- 
man papers, daily and weekly, are published in the 
city. 

The members and friends of the American Secular 
Union are sure of a hearty welceme, not only from 
our enterprising local auxiliary, but also from the 
citizens at large. 

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is t6 secure the total separation of 
church snd state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on 
what is commonly known as the Nire Demands of 
Secularism, we propose to emphasize the following 
at the coming Congress: 

1. Tbe equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. : 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the publie schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather then an economie one, justified by physiolog- 
ical and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational and charitable institutions of a 
sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsectarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but 
will use any and all honorable means to secure its 
objects as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons, of whatever faitb, to its member- 
ship, on the basis of “no union of church and state.” 
The word “seculer” is here used in the broadest 
sense, as applied to the state, and not to any system 
of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in sn orderly and 
friendly manner, end to devise ways and means to 
promote these cbjects, let us come together at this 
Congress a8 Freethinkers, Spiritualists, Unitarians, 
Universalisis, Free Religicnists, Quakers, progressiv 
Jews, and liberai Christisns, and, laying aside our 
peculiar views on religious questione, unite as Amer- 
ican citizens on the one broad platform of no union 
of church and state, and the complete administration 
of our secular government on purely secular prin- 
ciples. 

The National Reform Asscciation, having for its 
object the establishment of Christianity as the relig- 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens ; the Women's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, indorsing the platform and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through 
their ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemp- 
tion of church property from just taxation, as well 

as the appropriation of public money for religious 
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schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 
and many others which might be mentioned, are im- 
periling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 
feel called upon to aid in organizing an effeetiv op- 
position to these nefarious schemes. CUA 

Due notice will be given of the selection of emi- 
nent speskers from all portions of the United States 
snd Canada, and a free platform will be given to all 
persons who may hav a word to say for pure state 
secularization. All, without exception, are welcome 
to this Congress in the wide-awake little city in the 
valley of the beautiful Ohio. 

R. B. Wesrsroox, President. 
Attest: Ipa O. Crappocz, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 1890. 
—— 


What is Faith? 


In a recent iseue of the Sundsy Sun appeared an 
article from the pen of the Rev. A. Young, of the 
Paulist Fathers, entitled * Faith or Reason,” in which 
he defines faith as “a belief in an act of the intellect 
sssenting to divine truth by command of the will 
moved by the grace of God." This definition will 
doubtless do very well for those who are content to 
accept the dogmatic authority of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
from whom the definition is taken. But it will not 
satisfy the honest doubter and fearless investigator, 
and therefore they still require an answer to the 
question, * What is faith?’ an answer which shall 
possess the qualification of being somewhat easier to 
be understood, and having also the merit of being a 
little more in accordance with common sense. 

I doubt very much if the Rev. Mr. Young himself 
knew the meaning of that which he wrote, for when 
we find a man calling faith “a belief in an act of the 
intellect,” etc., we may fairly assume that either his 
pen or his mind has been wandering. Now, to believe 
a thing we. must hav positiv knowledge of it, and 
just in proportion as faith is based upon positiv 
knowledge it ceases to be faith and becomes, in- 
stead, an intellectual conviction. What then is 
faith? Is it an intellectual conviction? Is it to 
believe that which is evident? No. It is perfectly 
evident that two and two do not make any more 
than four, also that each of the three sides of an 
equilateral triangle are equal to each other. These 
are facts which rest on positiv knowledge, and 
knowledge transcends faith. Faith in the theolog- 
ical sense is the believing not of that which seems 
true, but that which seems false to the under- 
standing. Faith is the result produced by the 
protraction of man’s intellect upon the threshold 
of the unknown; daring not to cross into the 
mysterious regions beyond, he says, “I believe." 
It is easier to speak these two words than to struggle 
on in doubt, searching for the truth. Faith is not 
the result of free inquiry, or the outcome of knowl- 
edge. It is not, like astronomy, or geology, a sub- 
ject which can be rendered evident to the senses. 
Faith, however, has existed in all ages. The pocr 
Hindoo had faith in the miraculous waters of the 
Ganges; the Roman Catholic, in the abstinence from 
meat on Fridays ; the Jew, in the coming of mersiah. 
All these and meny other fallacies under the guise 
of religion hay their votaries, their faithful. 

It is not possible for us to hav two mental 
masters. Reason and faith cannot each reign in 
one sphere. Therefore the Seculerist teaches 
that religious faith throughout is mischievous and 
unreasonable. It is unreasonable, because a man’s 
religious faith is mainly the result of his rear- 
ing; it is mischievous, because he who uses 
faith in matters religious will be inclined to use 
it in matters politicsl, thereby opposing man to 
man, checking human progress, and marring human 
happiness. Divine faith, about which so much has 
been said, is nothing more than mere credulity 
brought under subjection. Men are told by their 
mental masters to believe, therefore they submit 
their understanding, they tremble to examin, they 
try to avoid douht, they shun investigation, and cry 
out with painful repetition, * I believe, I believe.” 

What is faith? In theological parlance it is the 
annihilation of reason and the prostration of the 
intellect. No man can believe that a virgin bore a 
child and still retained her virginity. No man can 
believe that men dead for ages came to life. He 
who says, “I do believe these things,” will see be- 
yond the possibility of a doubt, if he only reflects 
for a moment on what is passing in his mind, that he 
cannot and does not believe them. And then it is 
truly amusing to notice how this divine faith vanishes 
into nothingness before scientific research—before 
ascertained and demonstrable facts. 

What faith said was true yesterday, is by its preach- 
ers taught as an error to-day. In the ages gone by 
faith occupied a castle built out of the bricks of 
ignorance and superstition, but now the day of man’s 
reason 18 dawning. It is now rising over the hills of 
progress, and the apostle of faith must take rank 
with his brethren of every age and clime. 

As msn progressed from his savage state, he 
mixed with his prayers the traditions of his ances- 
tors, which ultimately became creeds sanctified with 


age. These creeds hav been taught by father to 
son, repeated by rote without thought or inquiry, 
and if one were bold enough to think and to speak 
his thoughts he was crushed, and thus faith has 
ever been like a millstone round the neck of 
thought, dragging it down and destroying man’s 
noblest aspirations. The “I believe" prevents the 
*T think.” . 
Faith smothers a thousand thoughts at their 
birth, for when any fact is brought before the wor- 
shiper which seems to be contrary to his faith, he 
prostrates his intellect before it, further progress 
with him becomes impossible, he is halted in his on- 
ward course because a creed lies in his path—a creed 
meaningless in itself, but one which he repeats 
thoughtlessly until it becomes a part of himself. 
The motto to the ‘ Oracle of Reason” was in these 
words: *Faith's empire is the world ; its monarch, 
Gcd; its ministers, the priests; and its slaves, the 
people.” This empire has lasted long enough, a 
change of administration is necessary, for in this age 
there should be no slaves. However, the people's 
minds are growing stronger. Science is taking the 
place of faith. Science tells us what we are, and 
how we liv, while faith only lets us guess vaguely at 
that which may never be. And now the passionless 
labor of science is slowly but surely doing its work 
—it is undermining the power of faith. Here a 
hoary fallacy has been laid prostrate, there a quag- 
mire has been filled up by the sunken forms of a 
hundred intolerances. Thus the road which before 
quaked at the footsteps of a child has been made to 
tremble not at the tread of a giant. Monstrous 
superstitions hav been shivered at the roots, and 
the sun, toward which, as the emblem of perfec- 
tion, we are all hastening, now shines upon and glad- 
dens our way. Joan R. CHARLESWORTH. 
— m 


Our London Letter. 


The “clergy of all denominations” who accepted 
the invitation given them to witness the play of ` 
“Judah” at the Shaftesbury theater last month made 
a large and appreciativ audience, end showed that 
they are by no means averse to dramatic entertain- 
ments, provided there is nothing to pay, though per- 
haps the evening would hav been considered nearer 
perfection if there bad been a tea-meeting to com- 
mence the proceedings. The manager of the theater 
mentioned in a speech to the audience that only eight 
cut of twelve hundred clergymen with whom he had 
communicated on the subject had condemned theat- 
ricals. 

Mr. Spurgeon recently delivered bimself of the 
opinion that this was the day of thinking, but that 
ten bushels of much of the thinking done was not 
worth half a farthing for à man who wanted spiritual 
food. I do not quite gather what is his definition of 
thinking, something substantial no doubt, as it can 
be measured by the bushel, but he got pretty near 
hitting the mark, as it is certain the individual who 
requires what is generally understood a% spiritual 
food does not want anything connected with brains, 
unless cooked and served in a dish. The great man 
stated that “Jesus Christ himself was not an original 
thinker,” and I believe something to this effect has 
been said by sundry unbelievers, who bav been well 
abused for such a suggestion, but when the blas- 
phemous utterance of an Atheist is reproduced by a 
* man of God,” then it becomes a profound thought 
and worthy of consideration. Mr. Spurgeon aleo 
said that people can never be saved by revivals, by 
excitement, and spasms, which is quite the reverse to 
what he professed to believe when he first started. in 
the coul-saving business, but now his position is as- 
sured, and he waxes old and lazy, he doesn’t set much 
store by his old methods, and objects to anyone else 
taking them up to his detriment—rather a dog-in-the- 
manger sort of feeling on his part. 

The one and only Booth has been making some 
rather sensible suggestions about the marriage ques- 
tion in connection with his Army, and which might 
be followed with advantage by others. He does not 
go in for the scriptural injunetion to increase snd 
multiply recklessly ; it is not surprising that he re- 
quires all members to marry other Salvationists, so 
that he can guarantee a pure breed of believers. It 
seems rather late in the day fcr him to take up the 
subject of sexuality, snd it would appear that he 
now disapproves of the promiscuous intercourse for 
which his Army had credit during the early days of 
their career. . i 

Lord Salisbury is possessed of no small amount 
of gratitude, for although the papal rescript sent to 
Ireland did not hav the desired effect, he considered 
some return ought to be made to the pope for his 
good intentions, so he kindly accredited an embas- 
sador extraordinary to the Vatican, and gave the 
pope theright to superintend marriages in the island 
of Malta, those not celebrated by the Romish church 
not now being legal. 'This is rather rough on the 
Protestant party there, and it is curious that a man 
posing as a stanch Church of England man should 
hav done this, while Mr. Gladstone, who has been 
frequently accused of leaning toward Rome, should 
so strongly oppose the measure. 
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The iniquitous law disallowing bequests for Free- 
thought purposes hinders the propaganda very con- 
siderably, and I hear that a committee is to be 
formed to work strenuously for its repeal. Of 
course there will be no end of opposition, and it 
will need some stiff work and probably take a con- 
siderable time before justice is obtained. If the 
Christian religion had not been so supported by 
such enactments from the time of Constantine to the 
present day, it would hav had a comparativly short 
life, which would hav been so much better for the 


world. J. D. 
— Oe 
Robert Burns was a Freethinker, 
Robert A. Riadeu in the Agnostic Journal. 

I recently purchased your [W. Stewart Ross's] 
book entitled,“ Why I am an Agnostic,” and, looking 
over the advertisments at the end,I saw that one of 
your miscellaneous pamphlets had for its title, 
* Robert Burns: Was he a Christian?” As I believe 
I am the only man now living who can answer that 
question, I write to tell you that he was a Freethinker, 
and I do so on the authority of my father, who 
for some years was the intimate friend and compan- 
ion of Burns, and who often used to talk to me about 
him. My father was the youngest son of Captain 
Robert Riddell, of Carzield, Dumfries shire, and of 
Castle Gardens in the town of Dumfries. He also 
had the large house near the churchyard, where he 
used to reside in the winter months. When Burns 
had been appointed exciseman of the Dumfries dis- 
trict, my grandfather invited him to his house, and 
became to him what Mæcenas was to Horace— his 
patron and protector. At that time my father was 
about fourteen years of age, and, although he had 
never been taught to draw or engrave, had astonished 
all who knew him by his wonderful and artistic 
sketches from nature, and the engravings he had 
: made from his drawings of Caerlaverock Castle, New 
Abbey, and other picturesque objects in that part 
of the sountry. Burns was charmed with these prod- 
ucts of my father’s genius, and at once became his 
warmest friend ;' and that friendship was reciprocated 
by the youthful artist, who, on his part, was flattered 
at the praise bestowed on him by the poet. In short, 
they were always together when circumstances would 
allow. On many occasions my father used to accom- 
pany him when his duties called him away from 
Dumfries into the country, and, ss both went on foot, 
they were sometimes compelled to sit down for a 
while to rest themselvs, and perhaps take a slight 
refreshment. Burns usually carried a small book in 
his coat pocket, and would take it out and read while 
he rested ; and, of course, when my father was with 
him, he read aloud. Ia my father’s opinion—and he 
was no bad judge—Burns was the finest and most 
impassioned reader of his time. In modulation snd 
true expression of feeling he could not be surpassed ; 
and he knew how to carry his hearers with him. 
The conversations he had with my father were mostly 
on the literature and the writers of that period; but 
sometimes he would giv his opinions on religion, and 
they were unquestionably those of a very decided 
Freethinker. What is more, he had written a satirical 
ballad on the (fabulous) incidents of the Christian 
creed, and would sometimes sing it to my father, whe, 
when he told me about it, had unfortunately forgotten 
the words of that composition. All he could recollect 
of it was— 

Little Jeezy, little Jeezy, they hung him on a pin. 
I will only add that my father died in 1860, and 
that I hav now reached the age of eighty-six. 
1 — ———— 
Sectarian Amenities. 
From the Catholic Union and Times. 

Chautauqua, the premier sckolastic humbug of the 
continent, has just closed one of its windy annual 
sessions, and the universe is again permitted to do 
business at the old stand. During the recent lect- 
ures, the solar system, of course, held its breath to 
hear what the “great obscure” had to say about 
subjects of which they were entertainingly ignorant. 

To contemplate the little-great men of Chautauqua 
instructing the great-little men of the same place in 
the marvelous achievements of that overgrown camp- 
meeting, one would imagin that all the worthies of 
antiquity remote and near lived too soon and missed 
the mightiest marvel of recorded time. In fact, how 
the world came to be created before the C. L. S. O. 
(Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle) is a ques- 
tion that lays Darwin’s monkey hopelessly in the 
. shade. 

What has this “great university " done, one may 
ask, to justify all the ungrammatical eulogiums 
which are yearly showered upon its devoted head? 
Has it preached progress, learning, tolerance? Has 
it been really useful, over and above its very salient 
demerits? Let us see! 

In religion it has calmly adopted the following 
platform framed by a Western joker: 

(1). The earth belongs to the saints. 

(2). We are the saints. 

In pursuance of this noble and tolerant pronunci- 
amento, the eloquent speakers employed their double 
back-action, patent reversible jaws in proving that 
the Catholic church and all professing that faith were 


enemies of humanity and conspirators sgainst moral- 
ity and religion. This, as one correspondent ele- 
gantly put it, was the Chautauqua process of “ roast- 
ing Oatholicism.” Chautauqua’s “roasting” will 
doubtless come later. : 

] The tendency of this age is fair play. Persecution, 
vilification, bigotry, and intolerance belong to a time 
happily long past, whose horrors and injustice can 
never again impel rational beings to fly at each 
other’s throats because of different creeds. The 
reign of religious amity has been ushered in, and not 
even the discordant stridulations of Chautauqua can. 
mar, for any appreciable length of time, the “ pesce 
on earth” which is the glory of. this Christian cent 


ury. s s 

As Chautauqua has belied its professions of pro- 
gressiv thought, by inculcating creed proscription 
and religious bigotry, so in the reslm of letters it is 
likewise “sounding brass and tinkling cymbal.” In 
less biblical language, it is a scholastic fraud! It 
professes to giv by a few tracts and by a course of 
home reading all the advantages of college or univer- 
sity life. Nay, it will giv more, for “it is the great- 
est university in the world,” and hence possesses 
advantages possessed by no other institution. It 
confers also diplomas and grants degrees. 

The utter hollowness of its pretensions are, of 
course, patent to all but its enthusiasts and dupes; 
for the chief benefit of a university course is not 
“book learning,” but college associations. ere 
are Obautauqua's associations except a three weeks’ 
annual diet of windy bigotry? In this age when 
even the highest degrees of the oldest universities 
exact a smile of ridicule, how uproariously absurd 
appear the printed hallucinations of the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle. Verily, in the words 
Of the estimable P. T. Barnum, “humbug takes.” 
As a holy show Chautauqua is a success; but re- 
garding its righteousness we hav our own private 
opinions. 

The truth is, the place is a money-making concern. 
Sensationalism is its stock in trade, narrow-minded- 
ness the breath of its nostrils. Its platform is the 
stamping ground of Rev. Waybacks from Nowhere, 
and its visitors are eitker critics or “jays.”  Long- 
haired men and short-haired women are among its 
frequent phenomena, and between “slugging the 
pope” and “advising the creator,” the managers find 
time to show that the Revolutionary fathers were 
“dead wrong” in not consulting Dr. Vincent as to 
the best methods of running the government. When 
a dispassionate and philosophic observer views. the 
Ohautauquans, he is apt to reflect on that expressiv 
couplet : 

To wonder now at Balaam's ass were weak; 
Is there a day that asses do not speak ? 
— 1 —————— 
Punishing Sabbath Breakers. 


John Cowen in Auberon Herberts Free Life (London). 


Every Monday morning in the town of Hull the 
solicitors turn up half an hour later than usual at the 
borough police court; the representativa of the 
press giv themselvs half an hour’s grace in addition 
to their customary unpunctuality ; and the witnesses 
spend half an hour longer than usual over their pint- 
pots round the corner. You see it would be such 
utter waste of time to sit in court sucking one’s 
thumbs while the “Lord’s day cases” are taken. 
Nobody cares about them. 

Nobody. Not even the victims. Even the 
* drunk and disorderly "—that oft-repeated customer 
—occasionally affords something that is interesting, 
or something that is ludicrous; but the Lord's day 
case, never. Everything is cut and dried; the same 
old process Monday after Monday. The stipendiary 
takes his-seat, the chief constable makes his bow— 
if even he is there so early—the court is silenced, 
and P. O. Smith, C 21, steps in the box and takes 
tke oath. 

* Are you sworn, constable ?" 

* Yes, your w'ship." 

“ What is it ?" 

“Wm. Cavendish, tobacco on the 5th.” 

“ Five shillings; stand down.” 

Then P. C. Jones: “John Grub, sweets on the 
12th, your w'ship." 

** Five shillings.” 

P. C. Brown: “Charles Tandstickor, 
the 12 h." 

.* Five shillings.” 

Forty times repeated. The same old names, same 
old sing, same old smiles of recognition, and same 
old echo of “ Five shillings” from the same old dis- 
penser of summary jurisdiotion. 

. Forty respectable-looking tradesmen who hav 
hitherto lived in peace and quietness, and in harmony 
with the world in general, hav broken that celebrated 


matches on 


law of his late majesty Charles IL, of pious memory, |. 


known as the Lord’s Day Act. They are summoned, 
fined, and go back and keep open next Sunday as be- 
fore. They find they can make it pay to keep their 
shops open on a Sunday and pay the fine. It amounts 
to a regular license, payable weekly. The learned sti- 
pendiary, than whom no man is more respected in his 
own sphere, and no man more admired for clearness of 


judgment, probably has his opinions, but he is there 

to administer, not io criticise the law, and Charles 

II. remains triumphant still. 
————— 9 1-99——————— 


. Mr. Pentecost Agrees With Mr. Tolstoi. 


From the Twentteth Century. 


In referring to my “ Damands” one of the edito- 
rial writers of the Zndividualist says : 

We would like to ask whether Mr. Pentecost sanctions 
the existing marriage laws? His failure to demand free love 
is what Helen Gardener would Call ‘‘ paying the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes ” to existing sex slavery. 

I believe in no statute laws whatever. I do not 
believe there is any large person in the universe, 
commonly called God, who has relations to men and 
women. I believe the church and the state, as organ- 
ized, authoritativ institutions, are only and always 
detrimental to the happiness, the we'fare, of the hu- 
man race. Since marriage, as a religious cr civil 
institution, is based on the recognition of the exist- 
ence of a God or the authority of church or state, i6 
inevitably follows that I do not “sanction the exist- 
ence of marriage laws.” I believe thet marriage 
laws result in more misery and lewdzeas than would 
obtain without them. But I do not believe in “fres 
lóve" as that phrase is commonly understood. Men 
and women should certsinly be free to arrange their 
relationships to suit themselves. If they were thus 
free I think they would arrange those relationships 
better than they are at present managed by the pol- 
iticians and clergymen. I think they would event- 
ually learn the wisdom of establishing them on some 
other basis than that of sex. As the brain increases 
the sex nature decreases. As the “union of beings” 
grows, sexual love dies. The more we ere men aud 
women the less we are animals. Why advoeate cor- 
duct of which all but beasts are ashamed? F com- 
mend to the editors of the Zndividualist and others 
these words from the “Kreutzer Sonata :” 

* But,” said I, with astonishment, ‘‘how would the hu- 
man race continue?" 

“But what is the use of its continuing ?” he rejoined, 
vehemently. 

** What! 
exist.” 

** And why is it necessary that we should exist ?” 

** Why, to liv, to be sure ?” 

* And why liv? . The object of man, as of human- . 
ity, is happiness, and, to attain it, humanity has a law which 
it must carry out. This law consists in the union of beings. 
This union i8 thwarted by the passions. And that is why, if 
the passions disappear, the union will be accomplished. 
Humanity then will hav carried out the làw, and will hav no 
further reason to exist." : 

The reviewers do not understand the “ Kreu'z-r 
Sonata.” They call Posdnicheff a lunatic; but ne is 
the only person who has ever spoken wisely and lu- 
cidly on the sex question. Olergymen, editore. end 
many “free lovers” alike reject his message. Is it 
because it is a call to personal purity? Take one 
other quotation from the same wonderful psges: 

The old foundation [legal marriage] is shattered; we must 
build a new one, but we must not preach debauchery. 

Men and women should be free to regulate their 
conduct toward each other to suit themselva. The 
sooner they are thus free the sooner will they learn 
that they will be less miserable in the exact ratio in 
which they eliminate sexual passion from the “ union 
of beings.” 


What is the use? But then we should not 


——— 934 9— — — —— 
The Metropolitan Museum Trustee. 
(With Lifes Apologies to Tom Moore.) 
One day outside the heavenly gate 
A trustee stood disconsolate. 
And looking in he saw a place 
Adorned with beauty and with grace. 
A field where wondrous flowers grew, 
Through which the birds of Eden flew, 
Where, by sweet brooklets in the shade, 
The souls of whilom mortals played. 


Then questioned he: ‘‘ What place is this ?” 
The answer came: ‘‘ The realms of bliss 
That man calls heaven and seeks to win.” 
The trustee asked : ** Can I come in?”. 

And then the guardian of the gate 

Replied, '* Not now— you'll hav to wait. 
To.day is Sunday, and, you know, 

The gates are shut that day below.” 


** How long will Sunday last?” asked he. 
The saint replied, ‘‘ Eternally.” 
—Flavel Scott Mines. 
————— — 93 9——————— 

* Tag Bible is wholly of human origin, and abounds in 
contradictory, immoral, absurd, and inconsistent teachings," 
is what W. F. Jamieson will affirm for six nights in Kasson, 
Minn., commencing September 25th. “ The teachings of the 
New Testament are all moral and elevating,” Elder Nichols 
will affirm two nights. The elder says he is anxious to de- 
bate these questions. Jamieson says, *' Barkis is willin’.” 

————9-19——————— 

Tae American Library Association which met at. 
the Fabyan House, White Mountains, last week 
heard reports on the experiment of the year—Suncay 
opening. They showed uniform success. The num » 
ber of libraries opened on all holidays is constantly 
increasing. It was decided to make an association 
library exbibit at the Ohieago World's Fair, and 6 
committee was appointed to that end. 


588 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 20, 1890. 


Communications. 


The Beauty of Consistency. 


Messrs. Micky Oorrigan, T. D-Witt Talmage, 
Sam Jones, Howard Crosby, Rabbi Gottheil, Bishop 
Newman, and other well-known gentlemen, all dili- 
gently engaged in teaching what they do not ‘know, 
assisted by a host of lesser lights, who follow along 
at various distances behind, sre strenuously uphold- 
ing a systera of theology which depends entirely 
upoa the theory of a future life. However the 
gentlemen named, and their respectiv followers, may 
differ among themselvs as to details, they are solidly 
united and in thorough accord and harmony in 
maintaining the notion of continued existence of the 
soul sf.er death. Without that they could not even 
keep up the shadow of a pretense upon which to en 
tice disciples and scoop in dcliars. Their teachings 
upon that subject are so positiv that they profes, 
with great assurance, to tell how the poor inhsbit 
ants of this world are divided cff, after death, into 
various separate states, conditions, or territories of 
joy or pain, as the ease may be, and just what kind 
of persons, now living, are going, after their deathe, 
to be parceled cff into these various territories. 
They will even describe the appearance and general 
features of these different territories, and the ocou- 
pstion of the population of each. Some of these 
gentlemen can giv details of the personality of these 
localities, ard the manners and fashions prevailing 
there, with s8 much accuracy as characterizes Mr. 
Jenkins’s reports of social transactions at Newport 
or Saratoga. A future spiritual existence is the 
essence of all their teaching. The notion of a con- 
tinu:d life of a scul after the dissolution of the 
body, which that soul is alleged to hav animated in 
life, is the basis of all their theology. Without the 
means of imposing this notion cf a hereafter upon 
the credulity of the pecple, these gentlemen would 
be forced to put up their shutters and go out of 
business. 

Now comes Mr. Robert G. Ingersoll, and his 
friends, who say to Messrs. Corrigan & Oo.: '* Yours 
is a very pretty theory, but we are not entirely pre- 
pared to believe it, because there does not seem to 
be any adequate proof that it is true. We hav no 
objection to it if it be true, but we want some proof 
of its truth, and, ss you seem so positiv about it, it 
is only fair that you should take upon you the bur- 
den of proof, and convince us that there is sucha 
thing as that you call soul or spirit, and that it 
does liv afier the body dies, and that it does 
do these various things which you describe, in the 
places you hav described, just as you hav described 
them. We will joyously accept your theories if you 
will convince our reason that they are true, but in 
the absence of such conviction we must decline to 
agree with you.” 

The position of Messrs. Ingersoll & Co. would 
seem to be reasonable enough and fair enough, and 
one would thirk that Messrs. Corrigan & Co. would 
hasten to prove their theories and to remove all 
dissent and doubt. But nothing can bs further 
from this expectation than the conduct of the theo 
logians, who, instead of proving what they are so 
positiv about and establishing beyond the reach of 
contradiction the theory which they teach with such 
assumption of wisdom, berate Mr. Ingersoll and his 
friends for entertaining doubts, and call them very 
bad and dangerous men. Now, when we consider 
the eagerness with which Messrs. Corrigan & Co. 
reach out in all directions after proselytes, and 
endeavor by all sorts of persuasion and artifice, ex- 
cept proof, to bring all sorts of people to accept 
their views, it is very strange that they should mske 
no rational effort to convince the reason of Mr. 
Ingersoll and his friends, and the attitude they 
maintain toward the Agnostics leads fairly enough 
to the suspicion that they cannot furnish the proofs 
which the Agnosties insist upon having. In their 
situation, one would naturally think that the theo- 
logians would rapturously welcome anyone who 
could convince the Agnostics and silence their 
doubting questions with convincing proofs of the 
future life which is so important to the integrity of 
the theological position. 

What, then, is the disappointment of the disinter. 
ested spectator, who cares for nothing but fair play, 
when he sees the theologians refuse a proffer of the 
very aid of which they seem to be sadly in need, 
for, at this juneture, along comes Mr. Walter E. 
Reid, the Spiritualiat, who says: “ Why, my dear 
religions friende, T'm sorry for you! Can't you deal 
with Messrs. Ingersoll & Co.* Til help you. A! 
the Agnostics want is proof of s future life. They 
are quite reasonablein demanding that proof. Turn 
them over to me. Til make good theologians out of 
them after all. Ill satisfy them. I'll demonstrate 
the continued existence of the soul after death. il 
establish what you want proven by such incontro 

. vertible proofs that there can be no denying it. 
Til bring you all into direct communication with 
the epirits of dead men and that must be the end of 
ali Mr. Ingersoll’s denials.” But the theologians get 


laore angry with Mr. Reid than they did with Mr. 


Ingersoll and they cry hurriedly: “Go. away; go 
away, quick, Mr. Reid! Indeed we don't want any 
such fellows as you! You'll ruin our business! 
Don’t you know that the fundamentals of religion 
must rest in belief, in faith, in gullibility, and not in 
demonstration? Don’t you know that credulity is 
the starting. point of all religions, and that if you are 
going to make a religion succeed you must repudi- 
ate all such tomfoolery as demonstration ?” 

So they complained of Mr. Reid, and prosecuted 
him for fraud in a funny kind of court in Michigan, 
just to get him out of the way, so that his pernicious 
effrontery would not offend religious people, and he 
was convicted because he was “too fresh.” He 
ought to hav known that the religious people to 
whom he so generously offered his aid did not want 
him nor his help. If he had more thoughtfully con- 
sidered the evidences of their sincerity, he would 
never hav cffered to help them, but he was too con- 
fiding, 80 he was convicted. 

The conviction of Mr. Raid, if it proves anything, 
proves too much. For if Mr. Reid is a fraud, what 
shall be ssid of the court and what shall be said of 
Messrs. Corrigan & Oo. 

The court would take no testimony not primarily 
qualified by an oath. By which oath the witness in- 
vckes the supervision of a spirit and makes a kind of 
bargain with the spirit whereby if the witness tells 
the truth nothing especial is to come of it in this 
resl or pretended future life, but if the witness tells 
a falsehood, the spirit is free, under the terms of the 
bargain, to ir.fl.ct in the hereafter the most dire and 
terrible penalties upon the witness’s soul, and to 
punish that soul with even greater brutality than 
judges of mundane courts show in punishing their 
victims. While this kind of one-sided bargain did 
not excite in the judge of this court any suspicion of 
fraud, a mere desultory correspondence between one 
of Mr. Reid's clients and some spirit, wherein no 
bargain at all is developed, is grossly shocking to hie 
curiously adjusted sensibilities, and he breaks forth 
into the denunciation, *It is prima facie evidence 
of fraud and requires no proot !" in a way that re. 
mirds us of another trial where the high priest said, 
“What further need bav we of witnesses?" (Matt. 
xxvi, 65) The judge manifested Ingersollian incre- 
dulity when he said, “The court is no place for ex- 
hibitions cf the tricks «f mountebspnks and jugglers, 
whose tricks he [ihe judge] would not believe if 
sworn to ona piie of Bibles.” Yet he goes on ad- 
ministering oaths as if an oath were something else 
than a mountebark trick. If swearing to a state 
ment on a Single Bible makes that statement cred. 
ible, why will not an increase in the number of Bibles 
strengthen the credibility of the statement? The 
judge’s dictum shakes the foundation of all judicial 
procedure, for with all his superstition he seems not 
to believe in the efficacy of the magic power of the 
oath to make true that which without the oath would 
be false. There is certainly something wrong about 
the court. I hope it is not fraud. It is certainly 
open: to serious question whether the court has not 
exceeded its functions in assuming to decide that one 
class of dealers in futures is all right and another 
rival class all wrong, for this is really what the Reid 
case amounts to. If courts are to open up a new 
line of business and undertake the protection of fools 
from those who prey upon their gullibility, where 
will it all end? Must Messrs. Corrigan & Co. go to 
jail, too? 

Messrs. Corrigan & Co. get thousands of dollars 
for every one dollar that Mr. Reid gets. Both get 
their dollars by trading on the same theory of a 
future life. The only difference between them seems 
to be that Mr. Reid’s business is small in comparison 
to that of Corrigan & Co. Mr. Corrigan's associates 
get large salaries from their constituencies for telling 
about the communion of saints, the resurrection of 
the body, the life everlasting, and all that sort of 
thing. Oan these theologians afford to hav their 
whole business swept away at one fell blow by a 
judicial decision that these cherished notions are in 
themselvs fraudulent? If Mr. Reid isa fraud, are 
they not all frauds, and the greater frauds in propor- 
tion as their business is more extensiv and more 
profitable than Mr. Reid's? Let us dismiss Messrs. 
Ocrrigan - & Oo., and end these remarke, with an ap- 
propriste quotation from Max Nordau: 

Those old women who get the hard-earned money away 
from servant-girls, under the pretense of giving them a love- 
philter to win back the hearts of their inconstant sweet- 
hearts, are arrested and fined by the authorities, but at the 
same time those men are paid fine salaries and upheld by the 
autborities, who obtain the money of the servant-girls by the 
no less false pretense of getting their deceased relativs out of 
the fires of purgatory, by some hocus-pocus arrangement. 


E». W. CuausrnLAIN. 
MÀ tili —— aaa 


Waen the gloom of the dreadful night was broken 
by the first gleam of modern science, every torch- 
bearer was persecuted as an incendiary. Astron- 
omers were forced to recant their heresies on their 
bended knees. Philosophers were caged like wild 
beasts. Rosligious skeptics were burnt at the stake, 
as enemies of God and the human race.—Oswaild’s 
Bible of Nature. 


Ecclesiastical vs. Civil Authority. 


To rae Eprrog or Tue Truru Suzxer, Sir: A 
second edition of the God-in-the-Constitution ad- 
dress is now ready, and at prices which will insure 
for it ready and rapid sale as soonas known. It can 
be had of the author, Concord, N. H., at prices: 
named on title-page, wholesale or retail. j 

` And I shall also be glad to hav you aid in the 
distribution, and will try to make the price to you so 
that it may at least be to you no disadvantage. . 

A very important and valuable addition to this 
second edition is made in a brief extract from one of 
the presidential messages of General Grant in rela- 
tion to non-taxation of churches and other religious 
property, clinching hard my every argument. — 

By giving this insertion you will greatly sid one. 
of our most important causes, and much oblige, my 
dear sir, Yours respectfully, 

PARKER PILLSBURY. 

Concord, N. H., Sept. 4, 1890. 


M M 
Eminent Women. 
SOPHIA HUGO. 


One of the greatest men the world has produced 
was Victor Hugo. Another mother-made man. He 
owed his life to his mother, not only through a nat- 
ural birthright, but through the maternal love that 
saved that life again and again during a sickly, puny 
babyhood. . 

When born he was “more dead than alive.” He 
remained so sickly that for fifteen months after his 
birth “ his shoulders seemed incapable of supporting 
the weight of his head.” But his mother gave him 
the best of care, and succeeded in bringing him into 
a robust and vigorous state of health. 

A few years ago I was at the Eden Musee, in New 
York, and one of the most striking figures there was 
that representing Victor Hugo. A large, strong 
man, with a noble head, bent over some writing, sat at 
a table, looking the picture of physical, moral, and 
intellectual strength and manliness. The loving 
mother-care thus preserved to the race a genius than 
whom none greater has trod the earth. 

At one time Widow Hugo lived in a Jarge house . 
in the most deserted quarter of Paris. This house 
was shut in bya spacious garden. Victor in some of 
his reminiscences says: “Here in the time of the 
first empire, grew up three brothers. Together in 
their work and their play, rough-hewing their lives, 
regardless of destiny, they passed their time as chil- 
dren of the spring, mindful only of their books, of 
the trees and of the clouds, listening to the tumultu- 
ous chorus of the birds, but watched over incessantly 
by one sweet and loving smile—blessings on thee, O 
my mother !” . 

Sophia was a noble woman, gentle, kind, well- 
informed, systematic, and vigilant. 

She reared her children to be moral, virtuous, and 
honest. Only a light trellis-work separated her 
garden from that of a neighbor. Thisman proposed 
putting up s more substantial barrier vs. the expected 
depredations of the boys. 

* You need not be afraid,” said Sophia, “my boys 
will not trespass upon your property. I hav for- 
bidden them,” and they never did. This one incident 
shows how well trained the children were, and how 
implicitly she trusted them, and how well she relied 
on her own teachings. 

At one time they were called to go to Spain, and 
in six weeks she had them able to talk Spanish. 

Sophia was an admirer of Voltaire, and to this 
Victor owes his broad-minded, Liberal.sentiments on 
religion. 

She was also a cousin of Volney, and therefore we 
could not expect her son to be pious in belief, though 
he was a Deist and not an Atheist. 

But probably he outgrew all belief in all anthro- 
pomorphic gods, ere he died. 

Nearly all who were Deists fifty years ago would 
naturally be Atheists if living now in this age of evo- 
lution from belief in all gods and ghosts. 

When sixteen years old Victor was competing for 
8 prize poem. His mother was sick, and the sons 
took turns in sitting up at night to take care of her. 
The next day was the one on which the poems were 
to be handed in. Victor said he had been so busy 
he had not been able to write his. 

The mother rebuked him gently, but he could not 
fail to notice how disappointed she was. 

The moment she fell asleep Victor set to work and 
wrote steadily all night, and * the completed ode lay 
before her as a morning greeting. The manuscript 
that was sent forthwith to Toulouse, went after 
being firat bedewed with a mother’s tears.” 

The prize was won, and all were happy. Thus 
mother-love stimulated, encouraged, and aided in 
making Hugo the man we all so admire. 

His “Devil Fish" is one of the most thrilling 
stories ever penned. 

The “Man Who Laughs” is sad and melancholy 
in its tone, but a striking and effectiv work. “ Les - 
Miserables” is probably his most useful book. In it 
he pleads so powerfully the cause of the poor and 
miserable as to touch all hearts. This book wag 
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published simultaneously in Paris, Brussels, Leipsic, 
. London, Milan, Madrid, Rotterdam, Pesth, Warsaw, 

and Rio Janeiro. Seven thousand copies were pub- 
lished in the original Paris edition, and all sold in 
two days! It is estimated that hundreds of thou- 
sands of them are in circulation everywhere. While 
admiring the successful author, let not the mother 
who created him be forgotten. 

All -honor to Sop*ia Hugo. 

Snowville, Va. Erma Drage Suencer. 


A New Creed. 


I trust I am not intruding if I ask for a space in 
the columns of Taz Trura Srexer in which to offer 
8 few suggestions as to the proper course for Lib 
erals to pursue in propagating the principles of right 
and justice. 

There is one thing that is too often apparent in 
the writings of Liberal people, and that is their dispo- 
sition to attack and tear down the false ideas of the 
Obrissians. They too often expend their force in 
knocking down the shattered old hulk of theology 
and kicking its rotten framework about before the 
public gaze until we all get sick and disgusted, not 
only at the tattered ideas, but at the very force that 
is used to kick it about. I would suggest that this 
stop. Reasoning men and women are ready to ad. 
mit to day that theology is a failure, and that the 
Bible is a fable, but they are not willing to see the 
church taken away from the world without something 
better to supplant it. They point to the good in- 
fluence of the church organizations ; they send their 
children to the Sunday-school, they recognize that 
the Young Men’s Obristian Association exerts a good 
influence over the young men, and they do not like 
to see these organizations swept away without some- 
thing better cffered them in their places. It is not 
enough for us to say that the Bible isa fraud and 
that theology isa myth; they will answer us and 
say the church is the sovrce of good, that it checks 
and restrains men, and they do not care to giv it up, 
and in a measure they are right, for with all its false 
doctrins, and with its infamous past history, the 
church of to-day represents to some extent charity 
and virtue; at least it is worked behind the worth of 
these characters. 

Now, what I suggest ia that the thousands of Lib- 
erals in America shall meet and form a compact 
organization, that it establish itself in every com- 
munity, that it form a code of morals, or religion, if 
you please, higher and purer and grander than the 
teachings of any church. 

Let us say to the world that we are opposed to 
vice in every form—that while the church receives 
into its fold the drunkard, the libertin, and the 
criminal, the Liberals will require such a high stan- 
dard of virtue that none of these can enter our 
. charmed circle. The history of the church shows 
that it has fermented strife, that it has bred discord, 
that it has winked at treason and encouraged oppres- 
sion in its most cruel form. Let us advocate temper- 
ance, purity, and truth. Let us promote peace, and 
say to the world that we come to bring peace, and 
not the sword. : 

" Let us build schools and teach science. Let us 
build churches and teach the grand revelations of 
truth as revealed through nature, and not the faded 
dogmas of the Dark Ages. Let us fill our schools 
and churches with the choicest literature, and let our 
lecturers preach from Thomas Paine, Darwin, and 
other great lights of the world. Let us establish a 
new order of things, build up a new religion, and let 
the light of truth so shine that others, seeing our 
good work, may glorify the great source of truth 
and light. | _ 

I advocate a more thorough education of the 
young. I oppose marriage until our young men and 
young women understand fully the nature of the 
obligations they assume as husband and wife. I do 
not think a woman ought to swear eternal allegiance 
to a man who may turn out to be a drunkard ora 
criminal, and link her destiny for life with a physical 
wreck. Let our people insert a proviso in every 
marriage ceremony that will permit the wife or the 
husband to renounce their marriage vows if either 
should, by any criminal act, prove unworthy of their 
love and allegiance. 

I want also to teach our fathers and mothers that 
they hav no natural right to inflict severe corporal 
punishment upon their children. I want the man to 
be ostracised who promulgates the horrid and bar. 
baric idea of that infamous libertin, Solomon, that 
to “ spare the rod is to spoil the child." Let us hav 
purer ideas of right and duty, and let us forever 
bury in the oblivion of the past the vulgar and bar- 
baric teachings of the Bible. The way for us to 
effectually kill off the Christian religion is to estab- 
lish a form of religion founded upon truth and right 
and reason; teach a purer and a higher system of 
theology, and good men and good women Will flock 
to our organizations as weary pilgrims seek the 
shade of some friendly palm in the burning sands of 
the Great Sahara. Wiruram WELLINGTON. 

Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 2, 1890. 


Qur Sehools. 
: Colonel Ingersoll in the Worid. 

. I believe that education is the only lever capable 
of raising mankind. If we wish to make the future 
of the republic glorious we must educate the children 
of the present. The greatest blessing conferred by 
our government is the free school. In importance it 
rises above everything else that the government 
does. In its influence it is far greater. 

The school-house is infinitly more important than 
the church, and if all the money wasted in the build- 
ing of churches could be devoted to education we 


Gems of Thought. 


Sorznoz knows that the safety of morality lies 
neither in the adoption of this or that philosophical 
speculation. or. this or that theological creed, but in 
a real and living belief in that fixed order of Nature 
which sends social disorganization upon the track of 


immorality as surely as ii sends physical. disease 
after physical trespasses ; and of that firm and lively 
faith it is her high mission to be the priestess.— 
Huzley. 


Liszmars are accused of lessening the restraints 


would become a civilized people. Of course, to the 
extent that churches disseminate thought they are 
good, and to the extent that they provoke discus. | 
sion they are of value, but the real ot jact should be 
to become acquainted with nature—with the condi- 
tions of happiness—to the end that man may take 
advantage of the forces of nature. 

I believe in the schools for manual training, and 
that every child should be taught not only to think, 
but to do, and that the hand should be educated 
with the braln. The money expended on schools is 
the best investment made by the government. 

The school-houses in New York are not sufficient. 


upon immorality by overthrowing the Bible doctrin 
of everlasting punishment; but they really are more 
severe toward sin than are the orthodox, for they 
do not encourage the sinner to believe that the con- 
sequences of lifslong crimes can be escaped by the 
lifting of the eye to the cross. They teach unavoid- 
able injury from sin. Though men cease to hav 
-the dread of eternal, hopeless torture before them, 
other motiva may be as serviceable. The perception 
of the advantage of goodness, a sense which is grow- 
ing in man through the experience of ages, the 
certainty of the human retribution of crime, which 
social science will yet evolve, and the perception of 


Many of them. are small, dark, unventilated, and 
unhealthy. They should be the finest public build 
ings in the city. It would be far better for the 
Episcopalians to build a university than a cathedral. 
Attached to all these school-houses there should be 
grounds for the children—places for air and sun- 
light. They should be given the best. They are 
the hope of the republic and, in my judgment, of the 
world. 

We need far more school-houses than we hav, and 
while money is being wasted in a thousand direc- 
tions, thousands of children ate left to be educated 
in the gutter. It is far cheaper to build sehcol. 
houses than prisons, and it is much better to hav 
scholars than convicts. 

The Kindergarten system should be adopted, 
especially for the young ; attending school is then a 
pleasure—the children do not run away from school, 
but to school. We should educate the children not 
simply in mind, but educate their eyes and hands, 
and they should be taught something that will be of 
use, that will help them to make a living, that will 
giv them independence, confidence—that is to say, 
character. 

The cost of the schools is very little, and the cost 
of land—giving the children, as I said before, air and 
light—would amount to nothing. 

There is another thing: Teachers are poorly paid. 
Only the best should be employed, and they should 
be well paid. Men and women of the highest char- 
acter should hav charge of the children, because 
there is a vast deal of education in association, and 
it is of the utmost importance that the children 
should associate with real gentlemen—that is to say, 
with real men; and real ladies—that is to say, with 
real women. 

Every school-house should be inviting, clean, well 
ventilated, attractiv. The surroundings should be 
delightful. Children forced to schoo] learn but 
little. The school-hovse should not be a prison nor 
the teachers turnkeye. 

I believe that the common school is the bread of 
life, and all should be commanded to eat of the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge. It would hav been far 
better to hav expelled those who refused to eat. 

The greatest danger to the republic is ignorance. 
Intelligence is the foundation of free government. 


———— — 9-99 —— ———— 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of 
Moralists, at Hannibal, Mo., for August, 1890. 
BEORETARY'8 REPORT. 

During the month forty-eight membership certificates were 
issued, making a total membership of 1,157. The new mem- 
bers are from Alabama, Massachusetts, Nova Scotia. Idaho, 
Indiana, Colorado, Texas, Oregon, India, North Dakota, 
Missouri, and Michigan. The thanks of the committee are 
due several friends for Liberal papers, and names of persons 
known to indorse the principles of our Brotherhood. We 
hope others will follow their example, and also send a mite 
for the expense fund. F. H. Rav, Secretary. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. i 


Balance from July report ....essesersersssecoessereneensnaeos $ 113 50 
M. Grau, Mich., and B. F. Hyland, Ore., each $1... — 2 00 
John Kron, MiDN...se.sssseeseseoeseseserseseeseseoscareressssre 50 
Axel Kron, Minn............ eese eee eee entente 25 
A Friend, Mo... ee en nnne nnne tte enne 50 
For constitutions. ........ ec ee eee eee eee eene notet trate tenta 30 

Total $117 05 


Expended in the work. 
Stationery .....sceeeees 


$111 95 
A. R. Ayres, Treasurer. 


Balance PR "-—- 
Hannibal, Mo. 


— to 

Tus Bible story of creation is only one of a large 
number of similar stories. We find, from a study of 
the Zend Avesta, that the Persian myth of creation 
is in many respects like the myth in the Bible, espe- 
cially in reference to the alleged fall of man through 
eating of “forbidden fruit.” Similar legends may 
also be found in Hindoo and Greek literature; upon 
the face of them all there is the stamp of a common 
origin.— Arthur B. Moss. 


Belvs. 
even with a bad-fellow, whom we respeot but very 
little; but as soon as it comes to that, that we do 
not respect ourselvs, then we do not gei along at all, 
no matter how much money we are paid for halting. 
— Thoreau. 


the inevitable natural punishment which follows all 
wrong-doing—this hope and these fears will regen- 
erate the world.— Robt. C. Adams. 


IN each generation the human race has bsen tort- 


ured, that their children might profit by their woes. 
Our own prosperity is founded on the sgonies of the 
past. Is it therefore ux just that we also should suffer 
for the benefit of those who are to come ? 
mental anguish is at hand, acd through this we must 
pass, in order that our posterity may rise.— Win- 
wood Reade. 


A season of 


To those who wished to put the war off to some 


future day, with a loftv and touching spirit of self- 
sacrifice, Paine said : “ Every generous parent should 
say, ‘ If there must ba war let it be in my day, that 
my child may hav peace. 


— Ingersoll. 


Ir is worth the while to liv respectably unto our- 
We can possibly get along with a neighbor, 


Tomas ParxE S friends were untrue to him because 


he was true to himself, and true to them. He lost 
the respect of what is called society, but kept bis 
own.—Zngersoll. 


I ramx it would puzzle Mr. Lilly or anyone else 


to adduce convincing evidence that, at any period of 
tke world’s history, there was a more wide-spread 
sense of social duty, or a greater sense of justice, or 


of the obligation of mutual help, than in this England 
of ours. Ah! but, says Mr. Lilly, these sre prod- 
ucts of our Christian inheritance ; when Christian 
dogmas vanish, virtue will disappear too, and the 
ancestral ape and tiger will hav fall play. But 
there are a good many people who think it obvious 
that Christianity also inherited a good deal from 
paganism and from Judaism, and that if the Stoies 
and the Jews revoked their bequest the moral 


‘property of Christianity would realize very little. 


Axd, if morality has survived the stripping off of 
several sets of clothes which hav been found to fit 
badly, why should it not be able to get on very well 
in the light and hsndy garments which Science is 
ready to provide ?—Hualey. 


Morar truths hav been taught in all parts of this 
world. They were taught in India long before 
Moses lived; in Egypt long before Abraham was 
born; in China thousands of years before the flood. 
It would be impossible to prove the truth of a rev- 
elation simply because it contained moral truths. If 
it taught immorality, i& would ba absolutely certain 
that it was not a revelation from an infinitly good 
being. If it taught morality, it would be no reason 
for even suspecting that it-had a divine origin.—Jn- 
gersoll, 


Onr of the most obvious consequences of the doc- 
trin of exclusiv salvation is, that it places the moral 
in permanent subordination to the dogmatic side of 
religion. If there be a Catholic faith “ which except 
a man believe he cannot be saved,” it is quite natural 
that men should deem it “ before al} things” neces- 
sary to hold it. If the purest moral life cannot 
atone for error, while a true religion has many means 
of effacing guilt, the mind will naturally turn to the © 
doctrinal rather than to the practical side.— Lecky. 


No one objects to any harmless ceremony ; but the 
moment it is insisted that a ceremony 18 necessary, 
the reason of which no man can see, then the prac- 
tice of the ceremony becomes hurtful, for the reason 
that it is maintained only at the expense of intelli- 
gence and manhood.—Jn gersoul. 
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Our Picture Book. 

I wisk to speak just a few words in commendation of the 
picture book. 

It is all and more than I anticipated—a volume calcu- 
lated to impress forcibly on the mind those wrongs it wars 
against, and to imprint them indelibly and ineffaceably upon 
the memory. You can never forget a single one of them. 
Written words may pass away, spoken words be lost, but the 
pictures stay forever and forever. 

My book lies on the table, and has a conspicuous and hon- 
ored place among the redeemers of the age. 

All honor to Tar Trurs SEEKER and Watson Heston. 


EzrwiNA D. SLENKER. 
—— $4 — ——— — 


Mr. Wanamaker and Our Picture Book 


A friend writes: “I hav two dollars in my pocket 
for the Picture Book when I hear that the postmaster- 
general will allow it to go through the mails. Why 
cannot he forbid it to be carried on the charge of 
blasphemy? If he would, might it not increase its 
gale, as prohibition did that old Russian fool Tolstoi’s 
late book of trash ?” 

Our friend can send along his two dollars, and he 
will get the book. 

There are some very good reasons why Holy John 
cannot prevent its circulation. Firstly, it is not 
blasphemous, unless it be blasphemy to expose the 
church. Secondly, there is no federal law against 
blasphemy. Thirdly, if the post-office refuses to 
carry it the express companies will do so for the same 
price. And we would make things as lively as we 
could for the post-office officials. 

Therefore, Holy John can go to blazes for all we 


care. 
—_——— — ——-— 

-The Teaching of the Christian Religion, 

The arrogance of the evangelical Christians is, 
seemingly, without limit. 

When Senator Beck, of Kentucky, died recently 
his brother Senators, as is customary, spoke of him 
words of eulogy to the world. Of Mr. Beck’s relig- 
ious opinions his colleague, Senator Blackburn, 
said: “He had been no sectarian in religion. He 
had held no ereed; but he had believed that the 
truest and most sublime of all faiths was that which 
taught men to use their best endeavors for siding 
and elevating their fellow-men. . . His had 
been the religion of humanity. He had believed that 
a man who helped his fellow-men was doing God 
service. His life had been molded on that faith." 
And concerring the eternal destiny of this humane 
and generous spirit the speaker declared he “ had no 
fear. If there were one soul at whose approach the 
pearly gates of the: celestial city would offer freest 
entrance to its eternal glories, it would certainly be 
to the one which, in its life on earth, strove hardest 
to aid the weak, to shelter the defenseless, to lighten 
the burdens of the heavy-laden, and which brought 
the most smiles and the fewest tears to the children 
of the world. Let us rest in the belief that, after a 
life well spent, with its every duty faithfully per- 
formed, his soul at last has found eternal rest 
among the scenes of its creation in the presence of 
its God.” 


Now comes the Christian Statesman with these 
arrogant commenta upon Senator Blackburn’s words : 

** When, in such services, the speakers engage in specu- 
lation on the highest themes of religion, and express opinions 
concerning the ground of man's acceptance with God and 
admission to a blessed immortality, Christian men hav a 
right to ask that the faith which is accepted by the great 
majority of the people of the United States shall not be 
lightly controverted or assailed. We are not questioning 
Senator Blackburn’s right to hav his own opinions on these 
subjects, and on suitable occasion 88 & private citizen to 
declare them. But we maintain that as a representativ and 
law-maker for a people who are overwhelmingly Christian, 
he had no right in the Senate chamber to contradict the 
teachings of that revelation which is our only authoritativ 
source of knowledge concerning spiritual and eternal 
realities.” 

Why not? Are not Senators and other officials 
entitled to tell the truth once in a while at least? 
Must they lie about an Agnostio colleague by words 
or by deceiving silence? Can they not be allowed to 
be honest even at the tomb? o 

A few years ago a Methodist clergyman took it upon 
himself to giv Colonel Ingersoll a piece of friendly 
advice. “Although you may disbelieve the Bible,” 
said the follower of Wesley; “ you ought not to say 
so. That, you should keep to yourself.” 

“Do you believe the Bible?" asked Colonel 
Ingersoll. 

The clergyman replied, ** Most assuredly.” 

To which Colonel Ingersoll retorted, * Your an- 
swer conveys no information to me. You may be 
following your own advice. You told me to suppress 
my opinions. Of course a man who Will advise 
others to dissimulate will not always be particular 
about telling the truth himself.” 

The Presbyterians at last hav got down to the level 
of the Methodists. 

Of Senator Blackburn’s description of Mr. Beck’s 
faith, the Statesman goes on to say: 

** All this could hav been said, for example, over the grave 
of John Btuart Mill, à man who testified that he had never 
known & single religious conviction or emotion; that, edu- 


cated by an Atheist father, the religious side of his nature. 


was & simple blank. Yet he speut his life in studies and 
labors which were of great benefit to his fellow-men, and 
battling against some of the greatest abuses which hav 
wronged our race. According to the teaching we hav 
quoted, ‘his soul has found eternal rest in the presence of 
its God. But this is not the teaching of the Christian religion. 
While it enjoins and produces charity and beneficence, it 
affirms with solemn emphasis that man owes duties to God, 
and that his fulfilment or neglect of these duties is taken 
into his account by his judge. It teaches that in mercy God 
has sent his son, Jesus Chriet, ‘ that the world through him 
might be saved,’ and that our eternal destiny depends on 
our acceptance or rejection of this heavenly mediator. This 
fundamental truth of the Christian religion Senator Black- 
burn, from his place in the Senate, saw fit to deny. We 
make no affirmation concerning the eternal destiny of the 
departed Senator. We leave him where his colleagues 
ought reverently to hav left him, in the hands of his maker 
and judge.” li 

It is pretty plain to be seen that the Statesman 
would. use asbestos envelopes for letters to Senator 
Beck, and address them downward. This man, 
whom the Statesman admits was “of upright life, of 
great intellectual ability, of sturdy independence of 
spirit, an honorable man, never stooping to mean or 
dishonorable artifices," is now in hell according to 
the judgment pronounced by the Christian God. It 
is nothing that he was humane, honorsble, benevo- 
lent; that of him, like John Stuart Mill, it could be 
said he spent his life in studies and labors which 
were of great benefit to his fellow-men, and battling 
against some of the greatest abuses which hav 
wronged our race; that his religion was the. feeling 
that he who helps humanity was doing the best pos- 
Bible service—all this is absolutely nothing, and be. 
cause he did not believe that “in mercy God sent his 
son Jesus, that the world through him might be 
saved,” and that his eternal destiny depended upon 
the acceptance or rejection of that son, he is now in 
hell and will remain there through endless ages, 
burning yet never consumed, suffering tortures for 
which there is no relief, dying by inches yet forever 
living to suffer greater pain! 

And this is the fundamental truth of the Christian 
religion, designed by God and by him revealed to 
man in the “ only authoritativ source of knowledge 
concerning spiritual and eternal realities !" 

“Who can estimate the misery that has been 
caused by this most infamous doctrin of eternal pun- 
ishment? Think of the lives it has blighted—of the 
tears it has caused—of the agony it has produced. 
Think of the millions who hay been driven to insan- 
ity by this most terrible of dogmas. This doctrin 


THE TRUTH SFEE Hh, SEPsEMBHK ZO, 1880. 


renders God the basest and most cruel being in the 
universe. Compared with him, the most frightful 
deities of the most barbarous and degraded tribes: 
are miracles of goodness and mercy. There is noth-. 
ing more degrading than to worship such a God. 
Lower than this the soul can never sink. .If the doc- 
trin of eternal damnation is true, let me share: the 
fate of the unconverted; let me hav my portion in 
hell, rather than in heaven with a God infamous 
enough to inflict eternal misery upon any of the sons 


of men.” 
ee 


The Death Penalty. 

Judging from the number of journals that hav 
copied our editorial pleading for the abolition of the 
death penalty, there is a Strong sentiment through- 
out the country against what is called capital punish- 
ment. From east to west, north to south, the 
article has been approvingly reprinted by papers of 
all shades of thought except Christian. We know of 
no evangelical Christian who is not stubbornly and 
sternly in favor of the eye for eyeand tooth for tooth 
doctrin. This indicates that, as usual, the heretics 
and every-day sort of folks must lead the way in this 
ag in all other reforms. 

There will undoubtedly be attempts when New 
York’s legislature next meets to repeal the law con- 
demning murderers to death by electricity. We hope 
the attempts will be successful. The effort will also 
be made to reénact the statute taking the life of 
homicides by the rope. This should not be accom- 
plished. The present is a splendid time to try & 
little humanity upon criminals. The doctors are dis- 
agreeing, and while they are fighting it out is a good 
opportunity for their patients to get well. 

We trust that the journals which hav taken suffi- 
cient interest in the matter to giv space to our pro- 
test will find room to urge upon the people the 
desirability of circulating Colonel Ingersoll's address 
before the New York State Bar Association, ** Crimes 
Against Criminals" Upon this subject of legal 
killing he givs facts which are conclusiv, and points 
out the wickedness of' continuing the practice. 
* What," he asks, “shall be done with the slayers of 
their fellow-men—with murderers?” and says: “ It 
has been contended that the death penalty deters 
others—that it has far more terror than imprison- 
ment for life. What is the effect of the example set 
by a nation? Is not the tendency to harden and 
degrade not only those who inflict and those who 
witness, but the whole community as well? A few 
years ago a man was hanged in Alexandria, Va. One 
who witnessed: the execution, on that very day, 
murdered a pedier in the Smithsonian grounds at 
Washington. He was tried and executed, and one 
who witnessed his hanging went home, and on the 
same day murdered his wife. The tendency of the 
extreme penalty is to prevent conviction. In the 
presence of death it is easy for a jury to find a doubt. 
Technicalities become important, and absurdities, 
touched with mercy, hav the appearance for a . 
moment of being natural and logical. Honest and 
conscientious men dread a final and irrevocable step. 
If the penalty were imprisonment for life, the jury 
would feel that if any mistake were made it could be 
rectified; but where the penalty is death a mistake 
is fatal. A conscientious man takes into considera- 
tion the defects of human nature—the uncertainty of 
testimony, and the countless shadows that dim and 
darken the understanding, and refuses to find a 
verdict that, if wrong, cannot be righted. The 
death penalty, inflicted by the government, is a per- 
petual excuse for mobs. 

“The greatest danger in a republic is a mob, and 
as long as states inflict the penalty of death mobs 
will follow the example. If the state does not con- 
sider life sacred, the mob, with ready rope, will 
strangle the suspected. The mob will say: ‘The 
only difference is in the trial; the state does the 
same—we know the man is guilty—-why should time 
be wasted in technicalities ? In other words, why 
may not the mob do quickly that which the state 
does slowly ! 

* Every execution tends to harden the public 
heart—tends to lessen the sacredness of human life. 
In many states of this Union the mob is supreme. 
For certain offenses the mob is expected to lynch the 
supposed criminal. It is the duty of every citizen— 
and as it seems to me especially of every lawyer—to 
do what he can to destroy the mob spirit. One 
would think that men would be afraid to commit 
any crime in a community where the mob is in the 
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ascendency, and yet, such are the contradictions snd 
subtleties of human nature, that it is exactly the 
opposit. And there is another thing in this connect- 
tion—the men who constitute the mob are, as a rule, 
among the worst, the lowest, and the most depraved. 
A few years ago, in Illinois, a man escaped from jail, 
‘and, in escaping, shot the sheriff. He was pursued, 
‘overtaken—lynched. The man who put the rope 
around his neck was then out on bail, having been 
indicted for an assault to murder. And after the 
poor wretch was dead, another man climbed - the 
tree from which he dangled and, in derision, put a 
cigar in the mouth of the desd ; and this man was on 
bail, having been indicted for larceny. 
. “ Those who are the fiercest to destroy and hang 
their fellow-men for having committed crimes, are, 
for the most part, at heart,criminals themselvs. As 
long as nations meet on the fields of war—as long as 
&hey sustain the relations of savages to each other— 
‘a8 long as they put the laurel and the oak on the 
‘brows of those who kill—just so long will citizens 
‘resort to violence, and the quarrels of individuals be 
settled by dagger and revolver." 

These are true statements, and it is because peo- 
ple are beginning to find out their truth that the 
sentiment. against the death penalty is so widely 
Spread. And is it a singular coincidence or effect 
following cauxe that the increase of humane feeling 
is noted just when the decrease of faith in evan- 
gelical Christianity is too apparent to be disputed? 


ee a — ———————— 


Sunday and the State Fair. 


The Sunday observance question is steadily com. 
ing to the front, and one incident in it in this state 
has been the discussion over keeping the state fair 
grounds open during the Sunday occurring during 
the exhibition (September 14th), but with what prac- 
tical result we hav not yet learned. 

The question was brought up by a proposition 
Submitted to the directors on the affirmativ side, 
which brought out, as usual, a screech from the 
bigots. The proposition was not acted upon, but it 
was decided to obtain an expression of public opinion, 
and the directors particularly wanted the editors of 
the state to giv an opinion. Acting upon this hint, 
the Syracuse Herald sent out circulars to “all the 
secular and religious papers in the state,” asking the 
editors to comment on the proposition and also to 
send the Herald a hundred-word expression of per- 
eonal opinion on the subject. About one hundred 
and fifty responded, of which sixty six said yes, 
seventy-six said no, and eight, by asking for “ condi- 
-tions,” very neatly straddled the fence. It is notice- 
able, though, that the papers of greatest influence 
and circulation are in favor, and if they rightly rep- 
resent their constituencies the public are rather more 
in favor of than against Sunday opening of places of 
interest, education, and amusement. This is a de- 
widedly pleasing state of affairs. 

We notice that the Syracuse Herald sought edi- 
torial opinion impartially. We find the Evangelist 
and Tux Trurs Szxxrr vigorously opposing each 
other; the Wesleyan Methodist and the Twentieth 
Century expressing diametrically opposit views; the 
-Freethinker's Magazine and the Brazilian Missions 
differing widely. We find, of course, the Jewish 
Messenger and Jewish Tidings on our side of the 
controversy, and a great many more of the purely 
secular journals published in the Isrger cities. Mr. 
‘Pentecost’s opinion is very brief—* Keep the fair 
open on Sunday.” Mr Green preached a little ser- 
mon in this way: 

** Certainly the state fair grounds should be kept open on 
Sunday. There can be no reasonable objection to it, and 
there are valid reasons too numerous to mention why it 
should be kept open on Sunday. As will suggest itself 
to everyone, it should be kept open for the especial accom- 
modation of the workingmen, many of whom cannot afford 
to lose a day from their labors to attend it. And not only 
for the benefit of those who are specifically designated as 
workingmen, but for the benefit of all classes of people who, 
on Sunday, are free from their various avocations and, 
attired in their Sunday clothes, can then most conveniently 
attend the great exhibition. If it be necessary to close the 
fair for a day let it be any other day than Sunday, which, of 
all days of the week, will accommodate the most people. 
As a matter of course those who hav religious scruples 
against attending the fair on Sunday will be under no obli- 
gation to do £0.” 

The Editor of Tux Trora Szzxur looked at the 
opportunity as one specially happy in affording him 
a chance to tell the people the truth about the 
preachers, and he said: “The state fair.should be 


kept open on Sunday for the benefit of the people. 
The only objection comes from the preachers who 
think that their churches will remain empty if the 
people hav any other place to go. But this is no 
objection; because, if the churches cannot compete 
with the fair, the fault is not with the fair. And it 
is against the genius of our government to use Jaw 
for the benefit of religion. Sunday is not the Sab- 
bath of God at all. Ifany day is, that day is Satur- 
day. Therefore, there can be no valid ground 
against making Sunday a holiday instead of a holy 
day. It is against publie policy, good government, 
and human happiness, to try to take this country 
back to colonial times, when the people were under 
# theocracy and senseless Puritanism dominated in 
everything. We hav outgrown those garmentr, and 
to put them on again will make us ridiculous. They 
won't fit.” 

These are plain words about a class of men the 
public is wont to revere, and to call attacks upon, 
blasphemy, but the Syracuse Herald printed them 
and lost no subsoribers. The New York Star said 
that it believed that if a vote could be taken by the 
people of the state the Sabbatarians would be 
snowed under. The Baptist Hvangelist, true to the 


brutal instincts of pious tyrants, proclaimed that if |. 


the fair were kept open the penal code would be 
tested on the managers. The other opponent emit- 
ted the usual cry of ‘Sabbath desecration,” and paid 
no attention to the facts in the case. 

What is learned from the collection of opinion is 
that about one-half of the papers of the state favor 
free Sunday, and that this half comprises the jour- 
nals which circulate in the most civilized portions of 
the state. 


— 94 — —— — — 


New York's Publie Sehools. 

The Sun says there are thousands of cases like 
this, as described in a letter to tha! journal, which 
explains itself : 

‘To raz Eprrog or THE Sun, Sir: The heading to your 
article on New York’s schools, in the Sun of even date, 
says: 

i * Official ignorance, indifference, and incapacity hav left 
us far behind the times, and heavily handicapped New York 
children for the race of life—wrongs that call for remedies.’ 

** And I want to say that it is all true—too infernally true. 
I am a New Yorker, and hava boy of school age. He has 
been attending our city schools for four years, with the ex- 
ception of six months, when he attended a school down in 
Maine. He learned more in those few months than he ever 
learned in three and a half years of New York’s schools. 
Had he not been taught at home he would not now be as far 
advanced as a six-year-old boy in & country school in New 
England. He did not go back to school here on the 8th. 
I hav found a private school in a neighboring state—a 
much better place for him. E. M. M. 

* New York, Sept. 10, 1890." 

On the day following appeared a paragraph by 
one of the Sun’s own writers relating a conversation 
overheard between two women in a street cnr, run- 
ning like this: * No, my Harry has not changed his 
School. We hav moved away eleven blocks from the 
old school, but he says he would rather stay and 
walk the distance. If he changed they would put 
him back two classes, just as they did once before. 
Those women teachers are awful cranks. They hav 
their favorits, and they promote them whether they 
learn anything or not, and those whom they don’t 
like they snub and keep down all the time. My girl 
was a favorit with her teacher, and was kept running 
up and down stairs and on errands and learning noth- 
ing, and so I took her out of school and sent her to 
work down town. I think it’s just awful the way 
these teachers do. They hav their own way, and 
nobody must dare question them, and they treat the 
children like dirt under their feet. Why, there’s one 
big woman in the school who has a voice like a steam 
whistle and a hand like a ham, and she screeches at 
the children so that you can hear her across the 
street, and the little things are as afraid as death of 
her.’ Audience and speaker rose at this point and 
left the car, leaving a quiet man in the corner won- 
dering whether it is true that the teachers whom the 
people pay are tyrants to the people’s children.” 

Neither one of these writers told all that ought to 
be said sgainst the incompetency of our public school 
teacherg—the first because the Sun would not hav 
printed it, the second, possibly, because he didn’t 
know it. 

The fact is, our schools are a part of the spoils of 
the political profession. The politicians use them as 
places in which to pension relativs. Incompetent 
women and half-educated and all-inexperienced girls 


are made teachers, and the children suffer as a conse- 
quence. Most of the teachers are appointed through 
the influence of Tammany Hall workers, and 
naturally are Irish-American Roman Catholics. We 
printed several weeks ago the remark of one of them 
that she “ would not hav a boy in this class without 
he went to mass.” That remark shows at once the 
bigotry of many of the teachers and their capability 
as instructors. A year or so ago another teacher 
told the writer of the letter to the Sun that she had 
the right to, and would, teach his child religion, any- 
thing he might say to the contrary notwithstanding. 
It is hardly necessary, but it may be well to add 
that she did no such thing. 

There is a great deal being said this fall by the 
papers about the schools, and various remedies for 
acknowledged defects are proposed. But the 
starting-point of reform should bs to take the 
schools out of the politicians’ hands, then take re- 
ligion out of the schools, and finally to get more 
capable teachers than half-educated daughiers and 
nieces and friends of Mike - Corrigan’s political 
strikers. 

Our Pious Politicians. 


The following paragraphs appeared in the Herald 
of the 10th instant : 


“ It was announced at the headquarters of the People’s 
Municipal League yesterday that ninety per cent of the 
clergymen appealed to to codperate with the movement hav 
sent in replies promising hearty support. 

‘SA curious fact, however, is that no Catholic clergymen 
hav deemed it necessary to express an approval of the clergy 
entering politics. Managers of the League hope for a con- 
version before election day.” f 


There is not an editor or ar editorial writer or a 
reporter of any intelligence upon any of the daily 
journals of this city that does not know just why 
the Catholic clergy do not join in the opposition to 
Tammany Hal. But there is not one of them that 
dares to print the truth—to tell the public that the 
Roman Catholic church is by hook and by crook get- 
ting hundreds of thousands of dollars annually from 
the public treasury, and that Tammany officials are 
the hooks and crooks which obtain the plunder for 
her. i 

The Protestant clergymen are willing enough to 
join the so-called citizens’ movement, for they desire 
the power now held by Mr. Corrigan’s church to be 
transferred to them. Their movement is a humbug. 

"What is needed is that the papers should tell the 
truth and that the citizens, without regard to relig- 
ion, should unite to dethrone Tammany and then 
make the practical union of church and state now 
existing impossible in future years. 

But it is not likely to bs done. 

—— 
Tus Prohibition organ, the Voice, says: 
“The infidel who insisted that he conld hav improved upon this 


world by making health contagious as well as disease, was 
abashed to find ont that health is contagious.” 


Colonel Ingersoll is not likely to be so much abashed at 
anything as at the colossal impudence and mendacity of the 
writers for religious periodicals. 


—— — —— —— 
TaHzRE was & queer affidavit published in the Hebrew Ob. 
server, Cleveland, O., recently. Mr. John Hotfman was the 
relator, and his claim to fame is the fact that he was once 
converted from Judaism to Christianity by the Rev. Jacob 
Freshman, the son of & rabbi, who conducts the Hebrew- 
Christian church in this city. Mr. Hoffman, who resides at 
96 Bowery, appears to hav been & convert for cash, for he 
first seriously coneidered the divine origin of Christianity 
after Mr. Freshman had obtained for him employment in a 
Murray street store. He was baptized and became a regular 
attendant at Mr. Freshman’s church. But shortly his eyes 
“ became opened to the peculiar methods employed by Mr. 
Freshman to secure converts, and the disreputable charac- 
ters of many of those who posed as his disciples.” He was 
also requested by Mr. Freshman ‘‘from time to time to 
bear testimony in public of my adherence to my adopted’ 
creed, and was invariably paid by him fifty cents for doing 
s0.” Mr. Hoffman likewise found—upon reflection, as he 
alleges, but perhaps owing to the small wages paid for 
bearing testimony—that the arguments Mr. Freshman em- 
ployed to convert him could not bear ‘‘serious scrutiny,” 
and so he backslid into Judaism. Our own opinion is that 
he may hav been helped in this by Mr. A. Benjamin, a Jew, 
who is waging a persistent war upon the Hebrew.Christian 
church. Be this as it may, it has ‘‘now been for some time 
evident” to Mr. Hoffman ''that the mission is conducted 
mainly for the purpose of deluding the Christian public into 
the idea that good work is being done by it so as to obtain 
financial support for those who run it.” Mr. Hoffman con- 
cludes his affidavit by the charitable opinion that Mr. 
Freshman's “‘ strength lies in his ability to approach young 
men on the verge of despair, and by applying to their baser 
feelings induce them to abjure the faith of their fathers for 
-what is a pecuniary consideration.” All of which we think 
is queer for both parties. 
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Zetters from friends. 


CHARLESTON, Vr., Sept. 5, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I am very much pleased with the picture 
book. It is all I expected and more, too. A. F. Corr. 


: . MorrNE, ILL., Aug. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epirox: I inclose $2 for the ** Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Book." Isometimes think the brainless heads in Con- 
gress will giv the croaking hypocrits a patent-right to run 
their heaven and hell. Y. E. MoCrenvon. 


Prusoort, Ia., Sept. 8, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: Tue Trutas Brzxxx is the most valuable 
“paper that I ever read. I cannot do without it. You can 
take away my dinner if you choose, but do not take away 
. that which nurtures and is food for the mind. 
Yours rerpectfully, Gzo. B. Farnam. 


SprENozz, Ia., Aug. 22, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Iam a great admirer of your paper and read 
it each week with accumulated interest. I believe that 
you are performing a grand and noble work, and that your 
influence and efforts for freedom of opinion and thought are 
even reaching the far West. Tur TRUTH BEBKER and its 
principles are bound to win in the near future. 
Yours iruly, R. Jaoxson. 


SzATTLE, Wasn., Aug. 90, 1890. 
Mz. Epor: You will ind $2 inclosed, for which please 
send me one copy of your book containing Heston's cartoons. 
I think it will be a good work to hav on hand to entertain 
my Christian friends when they call. I believe it will be 
worth ten thousand copies of the ‘‘ Holy Queer," as Brother 
Slocum calls the Bible. Wishing success may crown your 

efforts in behalf of our grand religion, I remain, as ever, 
Yours, R. J. Wirson. 


Hounrixeton, W. Va., Sept. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: | think oil for the machinery necessary, so I 
inclose $8— $2 for the '' Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” 
and $1 cn subscription. I think the book will be one of the 
grandest books to entertain our mistaken friends on ever 
written by our progressiv thinkers. I send a few names of 
individuals that probably might take THE TEUTH SEEKER, 
also a few clippings out of our county paper. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, Franx Evans. 


SELLWoop, Onx., Aug. 31, 1890. 
Mr. Error: There are here a large mass of both young 
and old men who do not believe in anything, but they are 
so sound asleep that I cannot hire them to read anything 
except the pictures in Tug TRUTH S8SEKER, which they look 
at over and over again. Even people who belong to the 
church laugh at the Bible cartoons. I inclose $20 for. books 
and subscriptions. If you hav any left of the books con- 
taining the cartoons I will get one next time. I will send 
for more books. The reason that people are so slow to im- 
bibe Liberalism is that it does not scare or promis anything, 

either in this world or the next—if there is a next world. 

Yours respectfully, H. L. LINDOLEAF. 


Osozora, Ia., Aug. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I hav been a reader of your valuable paper 
so Jong that it seems as though I cannot do without it. By 
the reading of a few numbers of Tae TRUTH BERKER, this 
new subscriber I send, and his family, six in number, all 
grown, hav been converted to Liberalism. Only think what 
power there i8 in an Infidel truth; it has as much converting 
power as a thousand dollars of Christian money—as that is 
the cost of every convert to the church. i 
I see occasionally some one not pleased because there has 
been something admitted in your paper that is different 
from his way of thinking. To me that is what makes it so 
valuable. If there is anything to be held up to lookat I 
would say, ''Turn it around so that I may see the dark 
spots as well as the bright ones.” R. Jones. 


Braok Crgex, O., Aug. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Find inclosed money for the “ Pictorial 
Text-Book." Iam for the pictures. I want the portrait of 
the man that draws them. I would hav it in oil painting if 
I was only able, and hung in our hall that people might see 
the man who deals such deadly blows at superstition. And 
John Peck—I should like to see him around. He does much 
good. And there is Will Andres, our Ohio man— we feel the 
worth of him. He is always ready with a reasonable answer 
to preacher, priest, or pope. I always look with anxiety to 
see if our sisters Ella E. Gibson, Helen Gardener, Lucy N. 
Colman, etc., are on hand. It does much good to see wo. 
man scaling the Freethought hight, and there is joy unspeak- 
able to the climber. I pity the woman who is a glave to the 
church, willing to work to support a preacher, a parasite, 
an impostor. Let us be up and doing; the work is already 
begun, and it is for us to keep the ball rolling. I expect to 

hav a good time when my book arrives. ELLEN Tuomas. 


- Qumor, Irr., Aug. 31, 290. 
Mr. Epiror: Your picture book came a few days ago, 
and to say I am well pleased with it is but faint praise, and 
but poorly conveys my sentiments of gratitude for so much 
truth that “the fool, though a wayfaring man," may com- 
prehend the dark ways and plans of the priesthood.: Your 
* pictures are not caricatures, but more than gospel truths, 
and I do hope that your book may hav as large a circulation 
as Harper's Weekly had during our late unpleasantness, for 
which Nast should hav his due share of credit. Your pict- 
ures are all to the point, so much so that it is almost impos- 
sible to say which one of them should take the prize. 


Has Wheeler's ‘‘ Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers ” 
been published on this side of the big pond? When it is I 
shall want a copy of it. It might very properly be called 
‘ The Lives of the Saints,” as we Freethinkers are certainly 
the saints, preéminently. Jous L. Moors. 


[The ‘‘ Biographical ‘Dictionary of Freethinkers ” has not 
been published in this country, but it contains notices of 
American the same as of European Freethinkers. If you 
mean, can it be procured in this country ? we reply that we 

| can furnish the work, as we import apy foreign books 
wanted.— Ep. T. 8.] 


Byron, Minn., Aug. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for one copy of your 
‘t Freethinker's Pictorial Text-book.” I want it to show to 
the preacher when he visits me, as it is customary to hav 
the best when the man of God calls to see what value you 
hav on your soul. I hope Mr. Heston will soon return, 
improved in health and in the best of spirits, as I am com- 
mencing to get lonesome without his pictorial illustrations of 
our saints (?) and hell of a—oh, excuse me, I mean holy 
book. I think with this book we may be able to convert 
some of the heathen, and bring them into the folds of Good. 
Illinois is progressing in the Christ business faster than 
any other state I hav heard of lately. At Rockford, of that 
state, the Holy Ghost is getting in his work in good shape. 
Three children hav been born to him, so a reverend gentle. 
man says who is doing a little heaven and Holy Ghost busi- 
ness on the side. Now, that is business; a preacher who 
can run heaven and do a general Holy Ghost business ought 
to get a good salary. I hope he won't send à young Christ 
up here in Minnesota of a hog-drowning kind, as pork is 
quite high, and there is material enough in our churches to 
drown all the swine we hav. : 
I hav completed arrangements for bringing Mr. W. F. 
Jamieson snd Rev. L. T. Nichols together in a debate to be 
held at Kasson, Minn. W. A. Jonnson. 


LoxasrREET, GA., Aug. 27, 1890. 

Mx. Eprton: A fine opportunity is offered for everyone 
who wishes to giv expression to his opinion through your 
Liberal paper, and hence in “ Letters from Friends " we get 
the various shades of thought honestly spoken, and without 
fear. I presume all your readers hav read with interest the 
articles of T. E. Longshore, and especially that one on ‘* The 
Immortality of Man,” July 19th. I hav never read anything 
from the pen of any writer, whether Deist, Atheist, Theist, 
Pantheist, Materialist, or orthodox Christian (so called), that 
seems to be quite so reasonable and consistent with what we 
know. .As the mind or imagination of man can hav no pos- 
sible conception of a beginning of life and things, nor of the 
end of life and things, and as we know that life and things 
exist, we must conclude all alike are eternal, and all organ- 
ized life is immortal. I think Aunt Elmina will admit this. 

Well, let that question rest there. Now I want to ask 
Friend Longshore one question. When you say, '' Even if 
he were to become extinct, as an organized being, the forces 
that constitute him a man would still exist somewhere dor- 
mant in nature, maintaining their immortality,” do you mean 
to say or to admit that life force can by any possibility exist 
in a dormant state—lie dormant in nature for one-millionth 
part ofa second? If that be so, then your immortality must 
end right there. That terrible word “ if” creates the trouble, 
for the impossible—the anti-natural—cannot be supposed to 
exist. T. N. Mason. 


CENTREVILLE, Uran, Aug. 29, 1890. 

Mz. Enrror: I see by the last copy of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
that you now hav ready for sale the *' Freethinkers’ Pic- 
toria! Text-book," so I ask you to please send me the book 
as soon as you can. I hope Mr. Heston is getting all right 
in his health again. In going to Colorado he went to a 
most wonderful country, grand and sublime. ^ 

I was much pleased with Mr. W. W. Walker’s reply to 
Talmage. I think Talmage had better try his hand with 
some of his own silly ilk and let Infidels and ,Freethinkers 
alone. I think Talmage had better appeal to;the Mormons 
for subscribers to his rascally Christian Herald. 

I hav not the time now to say much to you, as I am get- 
ting ready to go into the mines of these mountains, but I 
like the tone of Taz TzaurH Sexes, also the tone of Miss 
Wixon with her ‘‘ Children’s Corner." 80 I say, go ahead 
and giv it to theology keen and square from every point, 
for I tell you the times now demand it. It seems to me that 
Christians ought to begin to know and understand that they 
hav come to a strange turn in the long lane they hay trav- 
eled so Jong. And they cannot turn back. So the best they 
can do is to throw up the sponge and say, “ By thunder, it’s 
no go!” 

Long life to Heston and John Peck and all the Free- 
thought fraternity and all you godless fellows at TuE TRUTH 
Suexer office that are sending your godless literature off by 
the wagon load. Yours for truth, — WirriAM WILLIAMS. 

` Irava, ILL., Sept. 4, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: Send me two copies of the “ Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text.Book." I shall endeavor to swell the list as 
much as possible, because it is really necessary that the light 
should radiate. Talk about the pulpit saber strokes and the 
Young Women’s Christian Temperance Union’s distant can- 
nonacing carrying the day for God. Why, the people hav 
grown tired of the preachers picturing the cross tragedy 
Sunday after Sunday. They are asking for a change. The 
pulpit thundering the bloody sacrifice no longer ac‘s as a 
stimulant to lead the credulous to throw their hard-earned 
money into the contribution-box where the credit depe ds 
upon the faith. When the preacher tells his audience that 
the ungodly killed Christ, some student of history takes him 
to task about it, and what is the consequence? Why, that 


Infidels, Atheists, or Agnostics did not hav anything to do 
with the deed, because Christ, if he lived at all, was an 
Infidel, and was put to death by the true believers in the 
Jew God. They believed Christ was an impostor and they 
put him to death for non-conformity to thelr law. Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER is educating the mind to investigate. Many 
who unte were blind now see the truths that hav long been 
hidden, and Heston is picturing indelible paintings upon the 
retina that will increase in beauty with age. The electric 
words that fall and hav fallen from Colonel Ingersoll’s lips 
hav bettered the earth, and many who once worshiped hav 
said, ‘Fare ye well, brother manikins,” and as true as the 
needle points to the pole preachers will hav to work like 
other people. Let facts be submitted to a candid world and 
preachers will quit lying on credit. C. 8. RANDOLPA. 


WoxnozsTER, Mass., Sept. 10; 1€90. 

Mr. Eniror: As I seldom see a letter from old Massa- 
chusetts in your excellent paper, I thought I would let you 
know that there are still a few brothers and sisters in the 
cause in this part of the country. We hav no organised 
society here at present, but I hope we may hav at soie - 
future time. The ‘ Pictorial Text-Book” arrived a short 
time since, and we were much pleased with it. We miss the 
cartoons sadly, and hope Mr. Heston will soon be able to 
resume them. The objectors hav had a chance to see how 
they like the paper without them, and I imagin they will 
look as eageily as any of us for them again. 

A missionary that preached in church here last Sunday 
told this little story, which, by the way, I don't think helped 
his side very much. An Indian chief was asked by a white 
man what benefits he had received by serving the Lord. 
The Indian said he was poorer than he was before, and that 
he had received no apparent benefits, but stil] he found pleas- 
ure in serving the Lord. I think many members will agree 
with him in the first two statements, for they certainly 
do not get rich, but I read the other day of a poor evangelist 
who died worth $50,000. 

At the riek of using what is considered a very unladylike 
word, I will tell a little incident that happened here not long 
ago. There was to bea meeting in which the ministers of 
all denominations were to take part. They met to assign 
the different parts, and one was asked if he would pray. He 
hesitated, and then said, t‘ No, I don't care to. The fact is, 
I can’t pray worth a damn." How is that for a minister ? 

Hoping that all your readers enjoy their paper as much as 
we do, I will close. Mas. A. J. CLARK. 


Bayne, Kan., Aug. 18, 290. 

Mz. Epiroz: When I read the ‘‘ Letters from Friends" 
and see how they are sending in their mites to sustain the 
grandest cause ever projected, it makes me feel as though I 
ought to do more. A tree is known by its fruit; that is the 
way to judge Freethought papers and Freethinkers. For 
my part, I had rather be in hell with a man like F. A. Day, 
of Castana, than be waltzing around the gold-paved streets 
of the New Jerusalem with Dave and Solomon and Uriah's 
wife while old Gabe tooted his fog-horn. 

We are very hard run; not one bushelof corn shall we 
get this year off a quarter section— dried up completely. It 
has not rained in six months. But we must hav Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER if eggs are Only four cents a dozen. Find inclosed 
$5—$2 50 on my subscription, $2 for the ‘‘ Pictorial Text- 
Book,” balance for other books as below. Here is what I 
hav been thinking about: Crops hav failed here. I hav 
rented my farm for the next year,-and I propose to go 
down through Texas and visit some of the Freethinkers, and 
will sell the Freethinkers’ Bible wherever I can. I hav 
been of the opinion for years that if a brave man would 
carry the war into Africa he would meet with success. I 
was at our county seat where a Salvation wagon was doling 
out their slush, principally by praying. I preached to that 
wegon of eight about five minutes, and they left. I told 
them what the Bible said about making long prayers on the 
corners Of the street, and that if they ate of the bread of 
life it did not put the rose of health upon their cheeks. 
When will that Bible be printed? I hav three others en. 
gaged. If you will send them to me when you send the one 
I hav ordered, I will see that you get your pay. I intend 
to send you a new subscriber. I hav tried hard, but failed 
80 far. A. BUTTERFIELD. 


BrooMDALE, O., Aug. 80, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrog: I hav a few more trifles, “light as air,” to 
tell, that might amuse some of the readers of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, if not instruct. We hav a good Catholic staying 
in town who on last Friday abstained from eating meat, but 
for breakfast he ate nine eggs and for supper eight, and for 
dinner I do not know what he had. : 

I wanted to say also that long before I was married I 
made the remark that no priest should ever perform that 
ceremony for me and none but an Infidel women should 
ever be my partner, and it is now fourteen years since I was 
married and it was done by an alderman at Big Falls, and 
my wife is just as confirmed an Iufidel as yourself. Fur- 
ther, I want to say tkat.our three children were not baptized 
and do not go to Bunday.school. I am forty-two years of 
age, and hav never given one dollar to the cause of Chris- 
tianity and never will. I never go near churches and will 
not giv them even a seeming support. 

Now a few words on Spiritualism. To my mind it ia a 
bag of wind, a something without a backbone. Of all the 
communications that were ever received from a pretended . 
other world either in Bible mention or modern times, not 
one seems to be of any consequence or importance either in 
reference to a future life or to the present. We are not told 
in unequivocal terms that there is a life beyond or that we 
should look for it and shape our actions accordingly. We 
arenot told anything that could pass for definit knowledge 
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that might assure us of the reality of it. The speech of | 


Balaam's ass threw just as much light on the subject as all 
that followed. If any single one of all the communications 
received had given one ray of light to assure us in a convinc- 
ing manner of the position, we might take stock in it. 

. Will you kindly answer this question: Is the tenement 
property of Trinity church, New York city, free from 
taxation? Yours, etc., A. BUBBORIBER. 

[Trinity's tenement property is taxed.—Ep. T. 8.] 


—— 


OPEN LETTER TO MR. OHABLES A. DANA. 
New York, Sept. 5, 1890. 

Mr. Dana, Fellow.Citizen: In the New York TRUTH 
SEEKER of Aug. 80, 1890, page 553, you hav been said to hav 
said that ‘one rule for getting rich is to mind your own 
business.” : 

Now, what is one’s ' own business?" Is it not the ‘* bus- 
iness" of a sovereign to manage his government? I am & 
sovereign citizen of the United States. Is it not strictly my 
* business " to manage, to the extent of my ability, our gov- 
ernment? Isthe firm of Dana, Bennett, Pull it sir & Co. to 
dictate to this sovereign citizen as to what is, or is not, his 
* business?" Mr. Dana, do not be a rebel—against hu- 
manity. ? 

When Jeff. Davis and his pals (rebels against all decent 
humanity) were buying and selling their own mulatto daugh- 
ters and sons in slavery, and outraging the persons of their 
own pretty mulatto daughters, and those.of their neighbors, 
in servil concubinage, overriding, outraging, and misconstru- 
jng our Constitution of the United States, in which neither 
of the words slavery, slave, negro, African, black, yellow, 
mulatto, servant, servitude, or white ever occupied place 
till put into the XIII Amendment by the Republico-rebel 
wing of the Democro-Republico-rebel party, at the close 


of the slavemongers' Rebellion, they, too, said, **Let us 


alone!” **Mind your own business!” That, Mr. Dana, is 
the sentiment of every villainous, guilty scoundrel, ** Mind 
your own business!” ! 

The man who manages a newspaper should be a decent, 
honest man. 

The last clause of Sec. 2, Art. IV, of our Constitution of 
the United States, is, at the present time, constituting a part 
of that great document, and on it the villains on our Supreme 
bench, and elsewhere, based their infamous outrage called 
“ the Fugitiv Slave law.” Did Messrs. Dana, Bennett, Pull 
it sir & Co. ever raise pen or voice against it?- 

“ Mind your own business!” By that word “ justice," in 
the preamble, and that word ‘‘ people,” in the IV Amend- 
ment to that Constitution, slavery was as effectually abol- 
ished, in the minds of all honest ‘‘people,” from its very 
beginning, as language could be made to do it. 

Mr. Dana, think:& little; take Tug Teuta NEEKER and 
seek the truth, and be assured that all intelligent truth 
seekers will ‘‘ mind our own business.” 


Respectfully your fellow-citizen, G. N. 


Siena, O., Aug. 9, 1890. . 

Mz. Eprror: The church is the house where wolves come 
together dressed in sheep’s clothes, to unite in phantasy laid 
down for them. It isthe house of the sanctified ignoramus. 
Religion is the narrow-mindedness of a superstitious imagi- 
nation of an undeveloped brain, which has no foundation to 
rest on. The god which is true to nature, having the laws 
of nature, being nature, itself is the supreme power, not only 
over the human animal, but over the whole solar system. 
The god is not à being, but a law. Law is power, and it is 
the law and power of nature which is god. We hav to do 
according to nature and its laws to be successful. If we go 
against nature and the laws which are set before us, we will 
make a failure. This god is above prayerand worship. He 
does not need them or care for them. But he wants not 
only obedience, but also fulfillment of his laws, which is 
honesty, love, and truthfulness toward our fellow, friend, 
and brother. This is not°church and Bible religion, but 
god’s religion, which is the religion of humanity. There is 
no need for a day of atonement, church, minister, singer, 
mediator, or an attorney of religion to plead for us, as god, 
which is nature, is just and honest, and he will giv us what 
is justly due to us without a prayer, or a representativ or 
attorney to plead for us. For honest toil, honest labor, 
comes honest pay without prayer. The blessings and curses 
of this world are in our power. 

If we serve nature and giv it its dues, nature will serve us 
inreturn and giv us our dues. Do not think that if I steal, 
lie, murder, etc , with full orthodox faith, the day of atone. 
ment wil save me. No, I must suffer for it right here on 
earth, which is itself hell-fire, brimstone, torture, and con- 
demnation. Or, if I jump into a blazing fire with full faith 
that God will save me from burning, do you think he will 
do so? Study humanity if you please; you will come to the 
conclusion that death, life, health, sickness, wealth, poverty, 
honesty, rascality, honor, disgrace, good and bad society, 
gre in every man’s reach. 

Men being mortal, there is no known or unknown here- 
after, no heaven nor hell The Bible is untrue, and one 
chapter contradicts the other. It is contradictory to nature, 
Jt cannot stand criticism, as the brain of humanity has 
developed. It isa bad book to read. We hav better mod- 
ern books. Some of its passages should be torn out and 
burnt. It is a disgrace to read them in front of refined ears 
of intelligent society. I, for my part, do not believe in this 
superstitious book in which my sectarian orthodox friends 
believe. The Bible is full of absurd, contradictory, super- 
Btitious so-called miracles, which isthe great drawback of 
civilization. I do not need a day of atonement,.nor a day 
for forgivness of sin, nor a day of fasts and prayer. 

| E. M. GEIGER. 


SPENOERR, IA., Aug. 22, 1890. 
Mz. Eotrron: Herewith inclosed find an article published 
in the Spencer Reporter by A. C. Paterbaugh, a well-known 
writer of this county. The force and importance of the let- 
ter rests upon the fact that this county is populated by a set 
of religious zealots and bigots who hav opposed our little 
band of truth seekers in every way, and ever deny us the 
privilege of thinking for ourselvs. This letter has created 
a sensation, and we think it well worthy of a repetition in 
your most instructiv paper, which although not generally 
subscribed for is read with great avidity. Even old church- 
members are wont to borrow it and read it on the sly, being 
destitute of the manly instincts to come out openly and say 
that the tenets which you hav so ably and tenaciously 
espoused are right, just, and must meet the approval of every 

liberal, candid, and honest.minded man. R. Jaoxson. 


The religious fervor which induced some fanatic to prose- 
cute one of our fellow-townsmen for endeavoring to save his 
crops by selecting the Sabbath to accomplish that result, has 
caused quite a stir among the more Liberal-minded. The 
progress of civilization has extracted the theological tiger’s 
teeth. Shecan bite no more. Yet sometimes we hear the 
hoarse grow! of the enraged beast when some pioneer of Free- 
thought ventures too near the bloodthirsty animial’s den. 
Some of these zealots should remember they do not liv be- 
neath the disgraceful reign of King Henry VIIL, nor 
Charles IX., neither is King Philip II. of Spain waging 
a religious war against Holland, in this age of culture and 
intellectual, moral, and scientific progress. Nor are those 
hands that were once stained with the blood of innocent 


children searching for new victims, unless perhaps we see 


a counterpart in the pious fraud who has been instrumental 
in bringing about the prosecution of one who had the cour- 
age and energy to violate the Sabbath, that was only intro- 
duced by Constantine I., emperor of Rome, whose bloody, 
heartless conduct is evidenced in perpetrating about eleven 
murders. And yet beneath Constantine's fostering care that 
Sabbath first rose into prominence and favor. "The writer 
firmly believes that he who would destroy the sacred right 
guaranteed to all beneath the stars and stripes,:a right to 
worship God according to the dictates of his or her con- 
science, is unworthy to be recognized as a true and loyal 
friend of liberty. That liberty and freedom of thought that 
gave us a Constitution without being burdened with a relig- 
ious obligation, is too dear and sacred to be trampled down 
in the dust by zealots and fanatics, who imagin the Lord will 
giv them a golden harp for standing as sentinels over the 
Jewish Sabbath and preventing an industrious, hard-working 
fellow-creature from saving his crops, when his little chil- 
dren depended on his labor for bread. A.C.PurERBAUGH. 


» 


GozposvirLE, TEx., Aug. 30, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I hope that you will allow me through the 
columns of your excellent journal to offer a few remarks as 
regards personal identity, recognition, and consciousness in 
heaven and in hell. To substantiate this idea the preachers 
quote the parable of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke xvi, 
22-29), etc. Now, they appeal to the sympathies of sinners 
and disbelievers in this manner, trying to delude them— 
that one of their sweetest thoughts and greatest sources of 


| pleasure is the conception of meeting their dear friends, 


their mothers, their fathers, their brothers, sisters, wives, 
and children. Now, where does this idea stop? If the par- 
able is a true one can we not' look also across the gulf and 
see our poor, unfortunate near and dear mothers, fathers, sis- 
ters, brothers, wives, and children eternally in agony and pain 
—hear their pitiful cries and moans? Ah, can we be go un- 
principled as to only care for the happy and fortunate and hav 
n^ love or sympathy forthe poor, unfortunate, and miserable ? 
If angels of heaven are happy under these circumstances, 
how much better are they than angels of hell? How can 
any man of principle be happy and see his mother, father, 
sister, brother, wife, and children in eternal, hopeless, and 
helpless pain and misery? Now again, we are to recognize 
8 man in heaven whom we knew on earth, à man who was 
an unprincipled wretch from his childhood; a man who was 
immoral, profane, untrue, dishonest, guilty of theft, murder, 
rape, and all kinds of infamy, but who at last was taken in 
his wild career and who after seeing himself fast in the hands 
of the law called upon Christ to remember him when he 
comes into his kingdom. Is this the kind of associates we 
are to hav in heaven? And, too, what is to become of the 
poor man who fell a victim to this man’s murder—a man 
who had probably lived a moral and useful life until 
his death but had failed to call upon the name of the Lord ? 


And another obstacle: Many men die at an early age and 
their wives frequently marry again. Now, whose wives 
wil these women be and how are they to be reunited? 
Now, if this be true, who can be happy in heaven? 

Again, how is it that God cannot save? They say there is 
no other name given in heaven or among men whereby we 
can be saved. How is it that we are taught in Gen. i, 13, 
that God tempts not any man, and in Gen. xx, 1, are 
taught that God tempted Abraham ? 

Isa man’s belief or faith subject to his will? Can a man 
believe & thing is true when everything proves it is false? 
Can a man believe anything is false when everything proves 
itistrue? If I giva mana quantity of sulphate of strych- 
nin and think it is quinine and am quite sure that it will 
not hurt him, does that prevent its killing him? Can I be- 
lieve that I can èat deadly poisons with impunity and they 
not hurt me? Then what justice can there be in damning a 
man for not believing a thing, whether -he can believe it or 
not? Then I think that everyone should make a reasonable 
effort to do what he thinks sincerely to be right. 

D. J. Tuoxrr, M.D. 


Rep Canon, Wyo., Aug. 28, 1890. 
Me. Epiror: Freethinkers, Atheists, Spiritualists, all who 
admire such thought as we see expressed each week in 
Tue TRUTH BEEKER, should not longer delay the plan of 


counter no honest foe. 
‘despotic extract of ages of ignorance. 


organizing a secret order. In the fight with religion we en- 
With it we deal with a fiend, the 
If the Christians cor- 
rupt our Constitution. we shall be aliens under their consti- 
tution—but not untrue to that given us by the noble Free- 
thinkers of Revolutionary days. The writer belongs to no 


secret societies, because there is a “God” in all of them, 


and men belong to them not so much for any high purpose 
which the order seeks to attain as for the greater *' infiuence ” 
the order will giv them. Liberals that speak out are boy- 
cotted in many ways through the secret action of religious 
bodies. It may be brave to stand alone, but effort can be 
made more efficient through organization. And the word 
organization means always some secret working. A secret 
order of Freethought will surely become 2n educating insti- 
tution. Activ minds hunger for knowledge, and knowledge 
spreads most rapidly during vocal interchanges of thought. 
The church gathers thousands yearly to her fold that only 
go there for society's sake. In such a community the Free- 
thinker must find his society as accident throws it in his 
way, and though church people are ever vocal on the gub- 
ject of their dear religion, a Freethinker is rezarded asa 
kind of monster who expresses his views, however modestly. 
There is no question about it; the fact is, it costs a Liberal 
more to express his views plainly and be known in society 
as an Infidel than it costs the church people to support their 
churches and missions. The bookseller or news-dealer who 
sells TEE TRUTH SEEKER and like publications loses some 
Christian trade by so doing. Usually the editor of ‘a little 
local paper, if he is an Infidel, cannot afford to speak out. 
With other trades and professions it is the same. There is 
not a saloon-keeper who would not lose custom if he deco- 
rated the bar with the cartoons of THE T RUTH BEEKER. 

A secret order of Liberals should be so secret even that itg 
name should not imply its character, and orders should be 
established in a town in such a way that the people at large 
can no more than surmise their nature. Not only is the pre- 
cept, '' Mind your own business,” a good motto, but also 
that of, ** Keep your business to yourself,” is equally as es- 
sential to success. : 

Not wishing to undervalue the efforts of those who do all 
they can in public conversation to. promote the cause of 
Freethought, every Liberal -can recall times when he has 
spoken his thoughts when their only observable result was 
the fact that he had made anenemy. Often that very enemy 
has in subtil ways injured him financially afterward. Sup- 
pose the words had not been spoken and the enemy had not 
been made ; suppose the financial difference to the credit of 
the Liberal had been used to scatter Liberal literature over 
this town, would he not thus hav lent aid to those whose sole 
occupation is that of diffusing knowledge versus religion ? 
And also would not $100 worth of Freethought literature 
spread through a town accomplish more than a tirade 
against some ment&l fossil in the shape of hypocrit or bigot ? 

Those toward whose conversion the church mainly directs 
her efforts are the young. Suppose some agent in the 
employ of a secret order of Freethought went from town to 
town distributing illustrated Freethought tracts, written in a 
manner that would interest children. Of course a storm of 
indignation would soon gather; but the agent would not 
tranegress law if he handed the tracts to the children. 
Church people would want to hurt somebody, but the agent 
would not be dependent upon them for his living. 

About the secret order the churches would know but 
little. They would be mad, so mad, and all this would ad- 
vertise the literature, to the profit of the publishers. 
` The cartoons in Tae TRUTH SEEKER are mighty engins in. 
themselvs. Al they want is the fuel in the shape of dollars 
to send them fiying into every house. : 

No matter what Christian fossils might say, those cartoons 
would please the young and athletic mind. Even the fossil 
himself on the sly will enjoy looking at them. ` 

A secret Liberal order can do work that individuals can 
not afford to do. Also it can educate, and make the lives of 
Liberals more social, thus more enjoyable. Furthermore, 
it will be a protecting power when the church has enthroned 
herself in the chairs of state. ` 

Now is the time to organize, for stormy times are coming 
for Liberals by and by. 

It is the organized, secret, and strategic that wins in busi- 
ness and warfare. They even win in church and politics. 
Why should they be ignored by Liberals ? UE 

But some one will say that what he does or says as a Lib- 
eral is for the whole world to know. Secrecy, he says, 
comes not up to his ideal of honesty. Yes, this is what re- 
ligions hav declared, what priests and preachers hav taught. 
Why did they teach it? Because they wished to know all 
the masses did and thought and felt; that they might better 
handle their power over them. A man's business is his own; 
his thoughts his own; his acts, if not'an injury to others, are 
his own affairs. Secrecy is not in itself a vice or crime. 
It is its own master—independent. Neither is it stamped 
with dishonesty; or careless in its honesty. 

The scriptural advice, ** Take no thought of the morrow,” 
bears close analogy to the one often quoted by honest people, 
“ Let your acts be known by al! men.” Both indicate im- 
providence, wastefulness. He who lays up no treasure on 
earth, to be consistent should keep no secrets either. There 
is an extreme to honesty that is folly, as well as one to benev- 
olence that means wastefulness. 

I hope any who hav arguments to offer against the pro- 
priety of a secret Liberal order will trot their arguments out. 
Friction is necessary to warm up Liberals on the subject, 
and those who do not favor the ideas herein presented can 
aid them somewhat by flinging their hot shot against them. 
Let the question be. open for debate. ‘Will secret work do 
more than public work to aid the cause of Freethought? 

Dr. O. E. BOYNTON. 
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(— Gfhildeen’s Gorner. 


Fail 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, 


this Corner should 56 sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes s pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Factory Girl’s Last Day. 


{A girl of a roor man’s that I was called to visit 


wag poorly. She had worked in a mill. 
obliged to attend the cbild as overseer of the 
poor By and by she went back to work again, 
and one day the father came to me with tears ia 
his eyes, I asked, “What’s tha matter?” He 
Said. " My little girl is dead. She died in the 
night. and what breaks my heart is thie : She went 
to work in the mill in the morning ; she was not 
able to do her work, and a little boy said he 
would asist if sba would giv him a penny on 
Saturday. I said I would giv him two pennies; 
but at night when the child came home she fell 
several timer tbrough exbaustion till at length 
she reached the door, and she never spoke audibly 
afterward. She died in the night.” She was about 
ten years old.—AUTHOR 
"Twas on a winter's morning; 
The weather wet and wild, 
‘Three hours before the dawning 
The father roused his child. 
Her daily morsel bringing, 
The darksome room he paced, 
And ovied, “ The bell is ringing, 
My hapless darling, haste.” 


* Father, I’m up, but weary ; 
I scarce can reach the door, 
And long the way, and dreary. 
Oh, carry me once more. 
To help us we've no mother, 
You've no employment nigb, 
They killed my little brother; 
Like him I'll work and die." 
Her wasted form seemed nothing. 
The load was at his heart. 
The sufferer he kept soothing 
Till at the mill they parf. 
The overlooker met her 
As to the frame she crept, 
And with his thong he beat her, 
And cursed her as she wept. 


Alas! what hours of sorrow 
Made up her latest days; 

Those hours that brought no morrow . 
Too slowly passed away. 

It seemed as she grew weaker, 

' The threads she often broke, 

The rapid wheels grew quicker, 

And heavier fell the stroke. 


The aun had long descended, 
But night brought no repose, 

Hor day began and ended 
As cruel tyrants chose. 

At length a little neighbor 
Took half-penny pay 

To do ber last haif-hour’s labor, 
While by her frame she lay. 


At last the engin ceasing. 
The captive homeward rushed, 
She thought her strength increasing— 
"Twas hope her spirits flushed. 
She left, but oft she tarried ; 
She fell, and rose no more 
Till by her comrades carried 
She reached her father’s door. 


All night, with tortured feelings, 
He watched his speechless child, 
And close beside her kneeling 
She knew him not nor smiled. 
Again the factory's ringing 
Her last perceptions tried, 
When from the straw bed springing, 
** "Tis time !" she shrieked, and died. 


{Not much can be thought of a father who 
would permit his little daughter to work in a mill 
till she dropped dead from exhaustion. Such a 
man was unworthy to be a parent.—Ep C. C.] 


— +o 
Life in the Backwoods. 


"Twas fifty years ago or so, that Benjamin 
Stirling lived in the town of B——— in 
Massachusetts. He was poor and go was his 
farm. There was no depth to the soil, and the 
surface was strewn with rocks and stones. 
Hence, as he had no money to spend for fer- 
tilizing purposes, his crops were scanty in- 
deed. His house was poor and rickety, his 
barn likewise, his cattle were thin and lank, 
his out-buildings and fences partook of the 
general forlorn appearance, and passers-by 
did not need to be told that the owner of the 
place was not prosperous, or likely to be so 
while he remained in such a poverty-stricken 
region. 

Iv the Stirling home was a wife and four 
children, Addie, Maria, Kate, and Tony, 
their ages ranging from ten to sixteen years. 
Perhaps the general dilapidated condition of 
the farm was. due, in some degree, to Mr. 
Btirling’s irresistible desire to travel; for, 
often while at work in his garden, there 
would come over him a strong impulse to go 
somewhere, when he would drop his hoe, or 

` whatever other implement he had in hand, 
and off he would start, without saying a 
word, or stopping at the door to bid the 
folks good-bye. After some six months, or 


a year, maybe, he would suddenly appear| closed by a great frolic. The little ones were 


again. But, although he usually had some 
scheme in mind to better his condition, he 


principal of which had a singularly sound 
taste in literature, and made loud reading 
almost a hobby. Some of his boys did not 
learn much besides, but very few of them 
ever left him at any age without being ableto 
read at sight fluently, understandingly, and 
agreeably. There were no parrots among 
them. They read well because they had 
been taught how to use their eyes and their 
voices, and had learned the difference 
between good and bad prose and poetry, the 
relations of words and ideas, and many other 
things which school-books say little about. 
And when they went to other schools and 
began the definit work of preparing for 
college, they found tasks very easy which 
were & burden to most. 

“It would be hard to exaggerate the im. 
portance of this matter, or to criticise too, 
severely teachers who neglect and parents 
who are indifferent to it. It is our deliberate 
opinion that, disregarding every other mental 
aptitude and acquirement, any parent, might 
be well satisfied with a child of twelve years 
who was able to giv genuin pleasure to in- 
telligent and impartial listeners by reading a 
piece of good literature aloud at sight." 


to enjoy themselvs to their heart’e content. 
And they did. No restraint, no caution not 
to make a noise, but only bade to hava good 
time and enjoy themselvs. 

They played ‘blind man’s buff,” “tag,” 
“ lift the gates high as the sky, and let King 
George and his troops pass by,” and other 
similar games. The older people had music, 
dancing, and conversation. 

Oh, they had good times in Canada. But 
for all that Mrs. Stirling determined to re- 
turn to the Old Bay State the following 
summer. 

But how was she to get back? There was 
but one way for her and: her family. They 
must go afoot. Disposing of the few things 
she had, she made ready for the journey. 

Mr. Bruce accompanied them thirty miles 
on their way, indeed, taking Mrs. Stirling 
and the two younger children in his big team, 
while Tom Bruce took Addie and Maria in 
his new buggy, the same distance. 

When they finally parted at the end of the 
thirty miles it was with deep and sincere 
regret. 

It was a charming day. The emigrants 
had all their worldly possessions each in a 
small bundle, and the family tramped along 
with cheerful hearts, amid green fields, purl- 
ing brooks, waving trees, wild flowers, and 
the song of the summer birds. 

At night they brought up at a Dutch 
farmer’s house, where they were made wel- 
come, and a bountiful meal spread for them, 
to which they did ample justice. The old 
farmer in the morning took the little party 
on their journey a short distance, and gave 
directions as to the right road to take when 
he left them. 

Bo they went on, and foot-sore and weary, 
arrived at length at a house of a Mr. Powers, 
who chanced to be a relativ of the old Dutch 
farmer. The emigrants by this time were 
beginning to be very tired, and the two 
younger ones were complaining of sore feet. 
At this house they met a tin pedler, who 
seemed friendly, and very kindly offered to 
take the two foot-sore children along on his 
bigteam. Ño they started on. The rest of the 
family jogged along behind the big red cart, 
which was loaded with brooms, pails, tin 
cans, and other articles of housekeeping. 

All at once the pedler whipped up his 
horse, and was soon out of sight of the bewil. 
dered mother and the older children. 

Ah, what had she done? Given her dar. 
lings in the keeping of an entire stranger. 

(OONOLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
e 


About Reading. 
TYNGSBORO, Mass. 

Eprrog CHILDEEN’s CORNER: That was a 
very good essay you published from Miss 
Stockinger on what to read. I send you an 
item from a paper on how to read, that it 
would be well for all the Corner folks to profit 
by. I know 8 man who attended school in 
Boston and London and Paris, and yet can 
not read aloud a single newspaper paragraph 
intelligently to his hearers or even himself, 
simply because he never learned to see what |. 
the words were before he spoke them, or how 
to pronounce them properly. There is noth- 
ing that is so slipshod in education as a poor 
reader. Joan P. Guin. 

. *HOW OHILDREN READ. 

The following article, from the New York 

Tribune, should arrest the attention not only 
of every school.teacher, but every parent as 
well, who has children attending the public 
schools. 
' “Several correspondents of the Tribune 
hav lately called attention to the prevailing 
incapacity of public school children to read 
well aloud. The indictment might hav in. 
cluded the pupils of private schools as justly. 
It is a fact of common observation that 
almost all children read badly, and that in 
consequence good reading among adults is 
much rarer than it ought to be. In the latter 
case the defect may be largely a matter of 
confirmed habit, and indicates nothing dis- 
creditable to the mental development of the 
delinquents. But in the case of children it is 
true, as a general proposition, that the ability 
to read well aloud is a pretty fair test of 
capacity in other directions. For this reason 
the complaint brought against the schools is 
& very serious one, since it implies much 
more than it alleges. A quick mind, general 
intelligence, and command of the eyes, the 
voice, and the facial muscles are essential to 
good loud reading, and a child of ten years 
or more who is unable to read agreeably and 
understandingly may without injustice be 
assumed to be deficient in these respects. 

“We hav in mind a school in a New 
England village, the founder, proprietor, and 


generally returned as empty-handed as he 
went away. ^ 

The last trip he made he was gone a year. 
He seemed pleased to get back, and, after 
dinner, he began fumbling in his pockets. 

** What hav you got, pa?” inquired Kate. 

With grim humor, he replied, ** I hav got 
back.” 

The little ones who had clustered around 
him with eager curiosity, drew away from 
his knees at this cool reply. 

He slowly pulled from his pocket the old 
red bandanna that was an heirloom, and 
large enough for a shawl for Kate or Maria. 

He also took from his pocket a pound of 
tobacco, given him, he said, by a -fellow- 
traveler. This man had also given him such 
a glowing picture of Canada that he had 
firmly resolved to emigrate to that country 
with all his family. Land was cheap and 
easy to work, and to Canada he was bound 
to go. Bo, without. much deliberation, on 
the 1st of April following they pulled up 
stakes, and away they went and took up 
their abode in a little log hut close to the 
edge of a deep, dark forest. The nearest 
neighbor lived four miles away, and, if pos- 
sible, life was more dark and dubious than 
ever. But wife and children were hopeful 
and happy. Not so, Benjamin. In the au- 
tumn he became quite discouraged, and 
started off for a tramp to Virginia, where 
after a sojourn of a few months he died of a 
southern fever. 

Well, did the wife and children lie down 
and die, too, away off there in the back- 
woods ? s 

No, they were brave souls, and they re. 
solved to battle for life and keep the wolf 
of starvation from the door of their log home. 

Mrs. Stirling possesssed energy, determi- 
nation, will, and great resolution. She knew 
how to spin and weave, and was in every 
sense & plucky, wide-awake Yankee woman, 
and hence she soon found employment at her 
neighbor Bruce’s. 

The way to his house was through the 
dense and pathless woods, the path being 
marked by the blazed trees. . 

She often heard the cry of the wolf and 
other wild animals as she traveled backward 
and forward. For her work in the farm. 
house she received, not money, but its equiv- 
alent, such as potatoes, meal, meat, etc. 


One night in February, when she arose in 
the morning, she found the snow level with 
the roof of her hut, and weather cold enough 
to freeze one with less courage than she pos- 
sessed. Her ax was buried under the snow 
and she had but little wood, and that little 
was s00n consumed ju keeping up the fire. 
One by one she took the pieces of furniture 
and burnt them, for her little ones must not 
freeze and the cold was bitter and intense. 
No vestal virgin of ancient days ever guarded 
altar fires more sacredly. Toward night 
her courage began to fail, the fire was burn- 
ing low, and the cold was flercer than ever. 
When hope was nearly gone, however, she 
heard & sound of voices. O joy! it was 
Farmer Bruce and his three stalwart sons, 
with oxen, snowplows, and shovels come to 
her relief. She had kept her children in bed 
all day that they might be warm, but now 
they were soon up and dressed. 


Oh, how glad they all were to see their 
good friends, the Bruces! How they Jaughed 
and frolicked! With what glee they looked 
upon the bucket full of ox-tail soup that 
thoughtful Mrs. Bruce had sent them, to- 
gether with preserves, ham, bread, and other 
good things. Thetable was soon spread, and 
the hungry mouths filled, for they had not 
broken fast for the day until then. 


The.young men parched corn, cracked the 
nuts that they had brought, and witty joke 
and repsrtee were passed slong like rippling 
music, 

Tom Bruce laughed and chatted merrily 
about Addie and Maria being such early 
risers. They sang rollicking Canadian songs. 
Ralph and Hugh, the half-breeds that accom- 
panied the Bruces, sang the same in their 
own language. The Bruce lads became quite 
frequent visitors. They were bright, stalwart 
boys, and minded not the cold, the snow, or 
‘the distance. Their visits broke the monot- 
ony and dullness of the long winter evenings. 

One time Mrs. Bruce had a quilting-bee, 
and invited all the Stirlings to be present. 
How nimbly the fingers of the neighbors 
flew, for all the neighborhood around were 
there. How they quilted, knotted, and tied 
the comfortables! Then, of course, after 
the manner of all quilting-bees, this one was 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
oughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


OONTENTs. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
nder Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell's Fate. 
My Patient’s Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
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What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Plane. New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime. `A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, $83pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
hinkers' Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
Phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is & divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology, A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall" Price; 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
what itis not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OB, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER GO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C, MIDDLETON. 
Price, ‘ s : 10 cents. : 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Ohristian Expe- 
s rience, 


By NATHANIZL RAMSAY WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Oatholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two aye 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pare logic is capable of inflicting.—[Critical Res 


Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


put in a big room all by themselvs, with 
plenty of cookies and apples, and direction 
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Hens of the Week. 


SOUTHAMPTON, Eng., has had a dock strike 
attended with violence. 


BPzAkER RerD has been returned to Con- 
gress from Maine with an increased plurality. 


Franor is desirous of putting an end to 
missions and missionaries in its African 
provinces. 


At Spokane Falls, Wash., on the 6th, a 
premature explosion in. rock-blasting killed 
fifteen men and injured more. 


BnaaziLtAN Catholics are straining every 
nerve to procure the defeat of the republican 
government in the coming election. 


Knranrts of Labor say that forty persons 
hav been killed or injured on the New York 
Central railroad by employment of green 
hands. 


CaTHOLIOS in France are enraged at the 
new law compelling young men studying for 
priests in seminaries to do military service 
like others. 


A MARRIED couple at Maspeth, N. Y., hav 


been arrested for having received as baby 
farmers scores of infants and then killed or 
abandoned them. 


Tue census is said to be defectiv every- 
where. New York’s health board givs the 


city’s population as 1,641,348, against the 


census 1,500,000. 
Swiss Radicals last week raised a revolu- 


tion against the government, which has been 
The 


growing too clerical and conservativ. 
rising was subdued. 


Clipped from Irreverent Exchanges. 
From Puck, 

* Drp you know Wanamaker is going to 
probibit love-letters from going through the 
mail?" ‘No; what for?” ‘‘He has heard 
that love is a lottery.” 


Rev. Bvrvas FrLook (to Rev. Pownsend 
Powndes, the noted evangelist): ‘‘ Did you 
hav a successful revival at Quohosh?” Rev. 
Pownsend Powndes: “Very! I received 
four hundred and fifty dollars for three 
weeks’ work.” 


Parson Brivert: ' Brother Richard will 
D take up the collection.” Deadwood 

ick (the converted road-agent, reaching for 
his hip.pocket): ‘‘Throw up yer hands, 
gents! Er—hold on—I ‘mean, be liberal, 
brethren, for the good cause!” 


First deacon: ** The minister preached a 
fiery sermon against novel-reading last Sun- 
day. I tell you it must hav had an effect 
upon the young ladies of the congregation 
who read fiction.” Second deacon: “ Is that 
80? From where did he tyke his text?" 
First deacon: ‘‘Oh, from one of the New 
Testament parables, I believe.” 


Rustyoaror: When I was discussing 
Science and Revelation with the Rev. Mr. 
Small to-day, he got excited and informed 
me he was descended from a race of New 
England clergymen who had always stood 
out against the arrogant claims of science. 
Were any of his people noted divines?” Old 
resident: ‘‘ His grandfather was. He blew 
out the gas.” 


From Mt, Desert Herald. 
LATTER-DAY LYRIOB. 
1 Puritani. i 
Devoutly devout, and austerely austere, 


FREETHOUGHT 


IS IT 


DESTRUCTIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? 
A 8YMPOSIUM 


BY 


R. B. WESTBROOK, CAPT. R. C. ADAMS, 
SALADIN (W. Stewart Ross), L. K. WASHBURN, 
GEO. E. MACDONALD, SUSAN H. WIXON, 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, F. M. HOLLAND, 
PARKER PILLSBURY, MRS. MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
C. B. REYNOLDS, CHARLES WATTS, J. H. BURNHAM, 

W. F. JAMIESON, : THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


SUBJEOTS OF PAPERS: 


Is there an Affirmative, Positive, Constructive side to Freethought? 
If not, the reason why? : 
Lf there be, in what, in your opinion, does it consist, and in what should it consist ? 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL, 
E. B. FOOTE, JR., 

H. O. PENTECOST, 

E. C. WALKER, 

LUCY N. COLMAN, 


MES WANTED ouik se, SAMPLE FREE A 2S | 22d Ward of the City of New Yo k. 


FOR SALE 


eo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


THE i ad On Easy Terma, 
x : HURCH : 2-ROUMED HOUSE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE C H: With all the Modern Improvements, Electric 


Belis, Burglar Alarm, and Heated by Steam, and 


Crimes and Persecutions. about Four City Lots. Situated on high ground. 


a Choice fruit. Convenient to cars, schools, etc. O 
8vo, L119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, | WILL BE RENTED to a first-class family. i 
gilt edges, $4.50. Apply to JAMES W. PARSHALL, 


737 East 107 1H BTREET, NEW YORK. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. icd E 
SEND TO ELMiNA FOR THEM. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A WRITER from France says that ‘ the fur- 
ther we advance the more evident it becomes 
that the peace of the world no longer depends 
on any one will; it is at the mercy of an 
incident in the Balkans or in Constantinople.” 


Berrin Socialists are endeavoring to es- 
tablish a theater to be devoted to Socialistic 
and Atheistic plays. They also propose to 
hold a series of meetings to induce people 
to withdraw from all religious organizations. 


In a speech at New York on the 18th Pow- 
derly exhorted to opposition of Depew's 
poli ical aspirations, In revenge for his rail- 
road's abuse of Knights, and called him *'& 
hungry, ever-feasting spouter.” 


In Gratz, Germany, a shining light of the 
church named Grandigger is about to be 
tried for a catalog of crimes embracing wife 
murder, murder for robbery, incest, three 
assaults on women, and minor cases of theft 
and forgery. 


Tuer bishop of Chartres, France, in obedi- 
ence to the determination of his church to 
monopolize supernatural commerce, is taking 
severe measures to suppress the followers of 
Mathilde Marchat, who claims to hav had a 
vision of Christ. 


. Berorr winter gets in Americans will be 
asked to send at least $5,000,600 to Ireland 
to help prevent the starvation of 300,000 
persons as the result of failure of the potato 
crop. The people there, having sent all their 
money away to the pope, are left dependent. 


On the night of the 14th a woman knelt in 
8 New York street and prayed to be forgiven 
for the murder of two little children that ac- 
companied her, which she was about to com- 
mit. A policeman mastered her after much 
struggling, and she has been sent to the 
asylum. 


Was Hew-Them-In-Pieces Sellew. 
A Puritan he, with a capital P, 
Of seventeen hundred and two. 


Of taking a shot at a Quaker on sight 
He made a particular boast ; 

While, given a witch and a barrel of pitch, 
He'd manage an excellent roast. 


Could such a one, think you, hav fallen from 
‘grace ? 
Then list to this narrativ true. 
A maiden one day did the heart steal away 
Of Hew-Them-In-Pieces Sellew. 


A stranger was she both to one and to all, 
But wondrously, wondrously fair, 
She gave but one look, but it brought him to 


00k, 
And plunged him in utter despair. 


His sad-colored garments he speedily doffed, 
Did Hew-Them-In-Pieces Sellew, 
For gewgaw and gaud, which he couldn't 
affor 


Although they improved him to view. 


His former amusements forthwith he es- 
chewed, 
No longer the Quaker did quake, 
The witches were merry, and singular, very, 
Not one of them went to the stake. 


The scandal grew larger; 'twas even averred 
By people who certainly knew, 
That out on the green there could nightly be 
Been 
A-dancing, good Master Sellew. 


The twain to the solemn assembly were 
haled, 
The trial gave infinit sport, 
As one might expect from so plainly select 
And rigidly orthodox court— 


As, All-The-Day-Roaring Pigwhistleton 


ratt : 
And Strike-The-Loud-Psaltery Snell, 
With Cherubim Cutts, and with Behemoth 
Butts 
And Howl-Ye-Oh.Kadesh Bedell. 


Grim Behemoth Butts was for boiling in oil, 
And Cutts recommended the knout, 
While death on the wheel, all the rest seemed 
to feel, 
Was nothing too much to giv out. 


Then to his right mind was good Master 
Bellew 
Restored, quite uninjured and whole, 
But he couldn't forget a snare had been set 
For his infinitesimal soul 


By Diabolus, the father of mischief, himself. 
Y was a distinction as such, 

But when he insisted on not being listed 
For taxes, 'twas something too much. 


With arrogance swollen beyond all belief 
He calmly the bailiffs defied, 
And yet what to do with presumptuous Bel- 


CHRIsTIAN prejudice makes it difficult for 
Hebrew families to obtain hotel lodging at 
summer resorts. 'The Bancroft House prints 
on its circulars: ** We utter the sentiments 
of many Christians from the citles when we 
warn boarding-house keepers to beware how 
they entertain Jews." 


IN those parts of Europe, and especially 
Russia, whence Christian bigotry has expelled 
the Jews, factories hav deteriorated greatly 
for want of the skill and means of that en- 
terprising race, and farming has become less 
profitable from lack of middlemen to bring 
the produce into market. 


On the 14th in the circuit court of Vernon, 
Ala., Rev. Thos. Owen was convicted of dis- 
turbing public worship and using obscene lan- 
guage to ladies. While conducting a revival 
meeting he had denounced in the vilest terms a 
number of ladies attending who refused to 
accept his teachings and join his church. 


As an instance of the treatment of Jews 
in Russia, at Bialystok Dr. Granoffsky saw a 
‘Jewish boy pluck a pear from one of the 
doctor's trees that overhung the road, and 
dragging him in branded the word ‘“ thief ” 
on his face in three places with nitrate of 
silver, and burnt away part of the cartilage 
of his nose and otherwise disfigured him. 


AT the opening of the New York public 
schools on the 8th 15,000 applicants for ad. 
mission were turned away for want of room. 
Last year 12,841 were turned away, but the 
authorities hav notwithstanding increased the 
seating capacity only 8,817. While this neg- 
ligence, which has been annually repeated 
for a long time, looks bad from some points 
of view, it has the advantages of affording 
more time to the politicians to attend to 
their private interests, and of adding to the 
attendance at the parochial schools. 


ew 
The court couldn’t really decide. 


Until, to their infinit joy and relief, 
‘Twas quite unexpectedly shown, 

The horrible schism of Arianism 
Had counted him one of its own. 


With arrows, and bullets, and missils diverse, 
They bored him most thoroughly through, 
And so in his pride, most uncomfortably 


died, 
Stern Hew-Them-In-Pieces Sellew. 
—W. G. Van Tassel Sutphen. 


“ Do you believe that marriage is a lottery, 
Mr. Wanamaker ?” asked Benjamin Harrison. 
* Largely so; Mr. President." ‘Then you 
must forbid mail facilities to love-letters.”— 
Life. 


. THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 


ERY-SQUARE: 


OB, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


d - = S Thi 
lng vl tne papers perfectly flat. 
i ake papers perfeotly fla 


g out and replacing of one or more papers 
from any Part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 


Sent by mail ostpaid, for $1. 
BUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafavette P1., New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 
OR; 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions " 
With References to the most Plain and Scriking 
Self-Oontradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready referenca. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 888pp., 
silk oloth, $3. s 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that Philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


' New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
BOBEBT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth; 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph» 50 ots, 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, 


THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc3 a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Blankets, stocking-Yarn, Woolen 
Goods, »nd Books.. 


Send Stamp for Circulars and Prices. 
Snowville is Now a Money-order Offiee. 
Address E. D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs of ttankind? 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax: 

Evening Mati and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 

tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 Pages, 25 cents. 

Reply to Father t.amberts 

'"Pacties of Infidels,” 20 cents. 

Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
ung Influence. 32 pages. Price, 18 
cents. 

The Horrors of the Freuch Revo. 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. : 

Evolution snd Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners-Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Snpernatural; or, 
Belicf and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : zn Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr, R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debe ie? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Tow rd Ohristianity. 8, Freethought and 
Mer of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Fa isand Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 


A 


- hristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
cents. 
NEW WORK BY MRS. WATTS. JUST PUB- 


LISHED. 


Christianity: Defcetiv and Un- 
necessary. By Kate Eunice Watts. 
. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Every Liberal Should Read 


THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By Arraur B. Moss. 
WITH PREFAOE BY DB. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTIOR. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Ohapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution ; Chap- 
ter Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Ohapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evolution : Chapter YII, Miracles In- 
oredible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Cha ter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Ohap- 
ter X, Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future and Evolution ; Ohapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIII, Conclusion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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BIBLE-WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
: Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 
M eec s 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion. 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


` The Gospels, Epistles, cte., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 


Price, - - - - 


$1. 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rey. Roz’r TAYLOR. 
$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By Pror. LIEBRECHT ULICH, of Germany. 


Price - - - - 


Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 


By GronaE W. Brown, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 55 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
* Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
. By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


. Antiquity aud Duration of the World 
7 By G, TOULMAN. 
Price, - - . - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
- OF THE ANCIENTS. 


By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Prico, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - s “ie 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisi. 


Price, $1.50. 


‘BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences, 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - - è 


35 cents. 


BIBLEMYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 

* Qyclopedia of Reference." 

Mauy Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 


8vo, 600pp., 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 
By Kersey Graves. | 
Price, 35 cents. 


For ail of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PI.. NewYork. 


| Price, - - . 


DID MAN FALL? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


AEL W. GROG, Anthor of “Is the God 
By ISR of Israel the True God?" 


Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Underthe Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


Bx WILLIAM HABT. 
Price, - - >= c — PBOcents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


OF 
THE BIBLE. 

1 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, Hig- 
torical and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
soripture, Without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking gelf-contradictions of the 
so-called inspiréd word of God. . 
By W. H. Burg. 72 pages. Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HotyoakE. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A. Hotyoake. 


10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Acts of The Apostles. 


By A. Hotyoaxe. 
1) cents. 


A Farce. 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. Hotyoake. 
10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, - e a 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - - 10cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
Price ee i am cents 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Mo Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price, - - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By Cuazizs BRADLAUGHR. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Price. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women, and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 
Bx B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOE UPON 
SoorzTY. 


By Dz. Lovis BUCHNER, Author of “ Force ane 
atter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
` An Exposé. 
Price, 80 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
25 Cents. 


By SALADIN. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


: . By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, . + > 10cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


SISTER LUCY 


HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES, |; 


As To New HALL CONVENT. — 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. i 


POSITIV:ST CALENDAR. 


day and mouth of the year being named 
Each d the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 


Cards, 11x14: printed on both sides, 25 cents; on 
$ two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE . CLAIMS 


OF THE OHUROH. 


J. E. HEMsBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and — Enjoined by 
the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Oompenp or tar Narurat Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL Propvucrion AND 
ExcnaNGE. 


By J. K. INGALLs. 
Price, 35 ceuts. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN, 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, NS z zenta, 


Ingersoll on McGlynn. 


82., 30c. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50.cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers? and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. €. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents ; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 1(0. 


ls the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 
Price, 25 centa. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


PROTEST AGAINST PEESEOUTION. 
By O. B. WürrFoznp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 
MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 

Price, . . 10 cents. 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, & cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Oar Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. Suita. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Bx B. F. Unpzrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


. For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 


Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp, -~ - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of tho Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Fiorence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davin FRIEDERICI STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $2. 


$1.78. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.60. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, aud ** Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mae. W. SCHROTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. Bartna GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of tha 
Bible. —[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorniNGnHaAwM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - 7 


Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 certs 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, aud Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for M wriages, Faner- 
alg, Naming of Infaute, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, eto. Also 525 Lib»ral and 
Bpiritualistio Hvmus for 
Nosial and "Various 
Publio O»casiong. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunueries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Price, 60 cts. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monum»nt. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD., 


Paper, - - - 40 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality 
By Jos. E. PECK. 
Priee, - - - - 


25 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
ran or ATHE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
26 Lafayette Pl..NowXork. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nors.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc, Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
aro out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett... 


3 
99 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 5 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett................ 2 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 2 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z... 2 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............ 1 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 3 
47 Cruelty & Credulityof the Human Race... 3 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 5 
62 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 3 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 2 
54 Opon Letter to Jesus Christ, Bennett... 5 
58 Prophecies. | Underwood.................... 2 
62 The Jews and their God..................... 10 
63 The Devils Due Bills. Syphers............ 3 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 5 
66 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus,D.D. 2 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets. No. 2....... 5 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J.S.Lyon........ 3 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman.,..... 2 
13 Foundations. Jolin Syphers................ 2 
14 Danielin the Lion's Den. Bennett.......... 2 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 1 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett... 3 
"7 The FearofDeath, D. M. Bennett....... "A 
82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell Rev. J.P. Hopps. ........ 2 


0 
1 
5 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson. s... 3 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.............. 2 
9] OurIdeasofGod, B.F. Underwood... 1 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper............ 5 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............. ess, 10 
2 
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0 
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97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 1 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


107 rhe Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. g Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus.  Bennett........... eese 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett.......... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 3 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard... evene 3 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell.................. 10 
ES M 
122 World's Great Religions, Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 
SerVer  . ..csccescsecsscesceesureceesscanstences LO 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett... i 
125 German Liberalism. Neymam 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
Gerwood......... eere 
130 Tho Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James....... 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology ......... "——— 
341 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher....... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon.. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins...... iss 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. aa 
749 Age of Slams. .............. —Ü "m 
i45 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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Wakeman......... m"———— 10 
151 What isthe Bible? M. W. H... . 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... . 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... "E 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer............ 2 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 2 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 5 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 8 
161 Protestant Persecutions................... 8 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail Bennett.,......... eere ee 10 
164 BibleImpeached. Chapman.... we 2 

SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

. 1 Hereditary Transmission Prof. - Els- 
burg, M.D...... eere een b 
9 Evolution: Homoge-£ous to Heteroge- 

neous, Underwood... 8 
å Literature of the Insane. Marvin...» 5- 
b Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
1 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D......... 3 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.... 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures... """""——— 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
32 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. B. Brigham, M.D..sessesssssesesssesaoes 
18 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Bymposium................ 4... 10 


Wi Seo note at head of column, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. " B 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: : 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 
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And many others. : 

THE TRUTH SEEKERS also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S '' Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 
The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know ofthem. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEw York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creatton. 


Cloth, 12mo, 979 pp, - - "5 Cents. 
ST This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
‘of human life as we should eaten Colonel Inger- 
‘soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 


‘of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. 


ts 
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THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address TuE TRuTE SEEKER OomPANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OrHer Discourses or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 

Extra cloth, 12mo, 288pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH S8EEKEB OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
beauest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 
Obristian Associa- 


By Brox. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Career of Jesas Christ. 


Ap Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char. 
aoter as desoribed in the New Testament. By Mil 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy” &Der, 8vo, 85 cents 


[he Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
'HOMPBON. : 
2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
.and influence. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
how suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 

geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EYOLUTION OF YEGETAL LIFE: How life 

begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 


Liberal SPleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The sanhatian Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordiallyinvited. 


"Ehe Newark Liberal League 


Meots every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
tree discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able sPeakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheasp rates, 


Chicago Secular Union 
Maets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
&'e welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Bundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marrus HEIGHTON, Sec, - 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., &t 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MaAcowsER;Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Sec, 


Elzur Wright Secuiar Union 
OF Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Nun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
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good work. B 
ments to the letter. h Y 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden tame his 


Third, that he bas performed 
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and last, we know him to be an honest man and a 
stanoh Liberal.—The Better Way. 
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WHY MEN DECAY.—LIVING EXAMPLES FROM DANTE'S INFERNO. 


Here the brute harpies make their nest. . . . 


Men once were we, that now are rooted here.—Dante’s Inferno, Canto XIII. 


Hotes and Glippings. 


Ix Hanover a Baptist minister has been 
sentenced to imprisonment for one week be. 
cause he immersed a young girl in ice-cold 
water and thus caused her sickness and 
death. 


Tux poor unfortunate in Elizabeth who 
killed himself because he could not discover 
the principle of perpetual motion gave up too 
easily. Had he ever studied the mechanism 
of the Hon. Henry W. Blair’s lower jaw? 
queries the Sun, 


AT a Socialist meeting held in Berlin Tues- 
day night Herr Vogtherr, one of the munic- 
ipal officers, demanded that the Socialists 
secede from the national church. During 
the discussion a mention of Christ caused great 
disorder. The meeting was forcibly dis- 
persed by the police. 


Mr. Henry Irvine, who recently pleaded 
the cause of the South London Fine Art Gal- 
lery, has received from a friend the promis 
of a donation of £1,000, in recognition of the 
gallery being the only one in London perma- 
nently open on Sundays. Trustees of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, in New York, 
will please take notice. 


Tars is from the Catholic Union and Times: 
* What has become of Taz TRUTH SEEKER’s 
artist? Verily, the blasphemous little sheet 
is growing dull without those sublime illus- 
trations of the genius of ‘Free Thought.’” If 
Mr. Pat Cronin, who i8 described by Father 
Dent as & very amiable gentleman—especially 


when traveling— will examin the first and 
last pages of this issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
he will find the answer to his query. 


Tax Catholic News says: ‘f So far as union 
of church and state is concertfed, it certainly 
requires no little assurance to raise the ques- 
tion when the commissioner of Indian affairs 
is a Protestant minister; his secretary the 
wife of a Protestant; the superintendent of 
Indian schools a Protestant minister; his 
secretary the wife of a Protestant minister ; 
every member of the board of Indian com- 
missioners a Protestant; and the whole 
action of the bureau shaped by Protestant 
missionary societies. More complete union 
of church and state never existed.” 


Is the New York Sun an Anarchist journal ? 
It says: '* The Hon. James G. Blaine, at the 
time when the commotion of the Missouri 
Pacific strike of 1886 had scarcely subsided, 
laid down & remarkably concise form of the 
fundamental law by which all labor unions 
and their demonstrations must be regulated. 
It was: ‘One man’s right ends where another 
man's right begins. While that principle is 
observed strikes represent a right at the very 
root of liberty." When Messrs. Pentecost 
and Tucker preach like this they are called 
Anarchists and disturbers of society. 


Cuna is infested with bandits; the most 
famous of them signs his proclamations: ‘I 
the king of the country people, and of nearly 
the whole island of Cuba, Manuel Garcia the 
First.” His followers are good Christians, 
and think that they ward off capture by re- 
peating this prayer: ‘‘O Lord! when my 


enemies [the gendarmes] will pursue me, let | 


not their feet be useful for running; neither 
their hands take hold of me, nor their eyes 
see me. Throw them down as thou hast 
thrown those who wanted to arrest thee on 
holy Thursday. Deliver me from them as 
thou hast delivered Jonah from the whale’s 
breast." Equally sacrilegious invocations, 
says the Christian Advocate, hav been uttered 


. by Protestants in some cases in church feuds 


and times of great partisan excitement. 


t RAMBLER,” in the Canadian Advance, a 
Christian journal, referring to Dr. Talmage’s 
recent lecture at Grimsby Park, Ont., says: 
* An immense and sympathetic audience of 
thousands greeted him. To say that the 
great mass went home dissatisfied would be 
to put it mildly. He talked just one hundred 
minutes and for this received $500, or $5 per 
minute, and what was given in exchange for 
this money? Stories that are as old as Me- 
thusaleh ; hoary-headed old ‘ chestnuts’ that 
hav done service in & thousand forms, from 
time immemorial. He mansged to spend 
about five minutes in telling the thread-bare 
tale of 8 man so mean that he utilized a wart 
on the back of his neck asa collar button. 
This five-minute story netted Dr. Talmage 
$25. Another of his stock stories was of the 
man who invited an old friend home to dinner 
and who notified his wife through the tele- 
phone of the fact that Jones would dine with 
them. In the mean time Jones took his turn 
at the telephone and heard the indignant 
housewife cry, ‘ What are you bringing that 
old fool home to dinner for? This story, by 


the watch, cost about $30.” ` 


Tae Living Church, of Chicago, says: 
“ The country has been greatly agitated over 
the Louisiana lottery business; and well it 
may be. It isa shameful affair, a disgrace 
not only to that fair state, but to our whole 
land. It is not, however, our present pur- 
pose to say more about it. But we do call 
attention to that which in this connection has 
not been so much as mentioned. The secu- 
lar papers are eloquent over the immorality 
of people in Louisiana, but they cannot be 
ignorant of the lottery business carried on in 
the full glare of open day in almost every 
Roman Catholic parish in the land. In our 
opinion it is more demoralizing than the 
Louisiana lottery, because it is conducted by 
@ great and powerful church. Are lotteries 
wrong, immoral? If they are, then the 
Roman church is, in this respect, an immoral 
agency.” On the same subject the New 
York Independent observes: ‘‘ We would 
like ina kindly way to call the attention of 
our Catholic brethren to the fact that gam- 
bling is carried on at. their fairs toa vastly 
greater extent than at corresponding Protest- 
ant entertainments whose purpose is to make 
money. Here isaclipping from one of the 
daily papers in reference to a picnic of & 
certain St. Peter’s parish, where four thou- 
sand were in attendance: ‘ There was great 
interest in the various contests for prizes. 
Father Manly’s blooded horse was drawn by 
ticket No. 1,680. Over two thousand tickets 
were sold at $1 each on the horse.’ And yet 
the oldest pastoral letter that has come down 
to us, written in the Latin language by a 
bishop of Rome, was devoted to thesin of 
gambling." 
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The Christian’s India Rubber God.— Continued. 


God knew from the beginning that Eve would eat 
the apple, and then he knew that the devil would 
get old Eve, and there was one job spoiled that he 
had pronounced “very gocd.” Then he krew that 
every child born before the birth of Christ would fall 
into the bands of old Clootie. 

They saw the fruit with wanton eyes, 

The serpent said ’twould make them wise, 
They plucked, they ate, and strange to tell, 
An apple doomed mankind to hell. 

God knew when the devil entered the garden, and 
knew his business, and knew “the devil would be to 
pay.” He knew that his plang would be thwarted, 
and that he did not slap the devil in the face 
shows that he thought him the better man and dare 
noi knock the chip off his shoulder. It is easy 
to see that God’s design in this matter did not turn 
out as he expected, for that which he pronounced 
very good turned out very bad. 

Christians claim that God “knew from the begin 
ning " exactly when and where and how every event 
would turn out, even to the most trivial detail. 
Then he knew that every child born before the 
birth of Christ would be damned, although many 
good and true men were born who sacrificed their 
lives for their country and their kind. 

“With God ail things are possible.” He could 
just as well hav had the savior born the next day 
after the fallas hav waited four thousand years. 
This not only shows that he is unable to carry out 
his designs, but that he is not a first-class designer. 

When these arguments are put to the Christian he 
looks wise, give the rubber an extra squeeze, and 
says, You are away cff in your conclusions. For 
Moses and Aaron and Isaac and David and Solomon 
and many more of God's pets are twanging harps and 
wearing crowns, and if these could be saved other 
good men could be.” Yes; and so could everybody 
else. And so the salvation scheme is run into the 
ground. The crucifixion was not only a failure but a 
wanton cruelty. 

God designed that the gospel should be preached 
to every creature. Christians hav been trying to 
carry out this design nearly two thousand yesrs, and 
bav succeeded in reaching only about one-fourth of 
the creatures. God created the “heavens and the 
earth and all the hosts of them” in six days, and his 
work was approved. But I am afraid that old age 
will overtake him, and that bald spot will come on 
top, and he will ba crippling round on crutches, 
before Christians will be able to fully carry out his 
design at the rate they are working. 

Ohristians will say that God did not design to hav 
Guiteau kill Garfield. They say it was the devil 
working through Guiteau. Was God pleased with 
the murder of Garfield? If he were possessed. of 
infinit knowledge he knew it would occur; and having 
supreme power, if he did not prevent it he must hav 
been pleased with the transaction. 

It beats all how God’s designs change as man be- 
comes more civilized. In the early history of New 
England the chief concern of the people was to 
carry out the design of God. They went upon the 
supposition that God bad no power to do anything 
without their help. And the more they carried out 
the designs of God the worse it proved for the 
people. 

The devil was ihen a thousand times more activ 
and powerful than he is to-day. When Christians 
are governed less by superstition, and pay more 
attention to the laws of heredity, and train the minds 
of the young to investigate the laws of nature, there 
will be less time spent in carrying out the designs of 
God, and the devil will be retired without & pension. 
If we could put a scientific thinker in the place of 
every Skulking preacher and a work on science in the 
place of every Bible, men would outgrow such super- 
oe and take their places in the ranks of rational 

eings. 

See how this idea of God’s designs will make a 
man lose his reason and lap up superstitious slabber 
like a dog. To show the designs of God the Rev. 
Mr. Morris fashions the rubber in this wise: “Ses 
how admirably the roots of a tree are contrived to 
take hold of the ground and chain it there through 
all the tempests of the year.” 

Yes, here is a display of divine skill and design. 
Here is adaptation of means to ends which nothing 
but.almighty power could accomplish. 

But how about the top of the tree ? 

Is this, too, fashioned to withstand the shock of 
the tempest? ‘While the roots are designed to hold 
the tree to the ground, the top seems to be designed 
80 as to hav it torn up by the tornado. 

What would be thought of a man’s design who 
should ballast a ship, and then giv her spread of sail 
enou;h to espsize her the first breeze that 
aprurg up? 

God fashioned the roots of trees so that the wind 
could not blow them over. Then he arranged the 
top so that the wind could blow them over. Then 
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he sent a wind that did blow them over. | And so by 
this ingenious srrangement of the roots and the tops 
of trees, and by regulating the wind, this calculating 
God has managed to cover whole leagues of earth 
with prostrate tress. 

Such a skilful designer ought to be rewarded, 
and I would be in favor of tendering him s vote of 
thanks. ; 

A tree by the roots he chains to the sod, 
And fashions the top 80 it falls at hia nod ; 
Hurrah for the gieat rubber double-geared God ! 

Yes, double geared, that is what is meant. He can 
eause the roots of a tree to strike down into the 
earth until it is impossible for the tree to blow down. 
Then, by gaging the force of the wind and by the 
construction of the top he makes it impossible for 
the trea to stand. With God all things are possible, 
therefore he can make two impossibilities possible. 

Talmage says he believes cerisin passsges cf the 
Bible because he cannot understand them. Such s 
man wil take to Ohristianity as naturally a8 a red- 
skin does to firewater. : 

Nobody but a Christian can see how God can move 
in two opposit directions at the same time, and no 
one else can harmonize two designs diametrically op- 
posed to each other. 

See how Rav. Mr. Morris, the great thimblerigger, 
ean manipulate the little jcker, and “tear the heart 
out of Infidelity” by playing the game of “Now you 
see it and now you don’t see it." First, he goes on 
to show what skill and design God has shown in the 
construction of certain animals to take their prey. 
The tooth, claw, padded foot, suppleness of body, 
and gerere] make-up of the tiger are cited to show 


how admirably God has adapted this animal to se-. 


cure its prey. 

“In the spider we discover designs so wise, con- 
trivances so happy, and adaptations so successful as 
plainly to prove that the blessed creator has taught 
egoch the lesson of life's duties.” And again, '' Con- 
trivance and design are clearly indicated in aquatic 
fowls. They can as readily dive and chase their prey 
along the bottoms of lakes and pools as they can 
skim through the atmosphere.” And then the cun- 
ning of the fox is referred to, and the peculiar struct- 
ure of the ear to catch the faintest sound to enable 
it to keep out of hsrm's way. And also its keen 
scent to enable it to find its prey when it cannot be 
Seen. And then the hawk that swoops down upon 


its prey with a velocity even greater than that of s 


falling body of equal weight. 

Such arguments satisfy the Christian mind, and it 
must be admitted that it would look tolerably fair 
were it not for the double gear and back-action of 
the desigu machinery. The design argument is like 
the Irishman’s gun—it shoots both ways—and often 
the safer position is st the muzzle. While God has 
so constructed certein animals that they can entrap 
their prey, and made their lives depend upon their 
success, he Eas so fashioned others that they can 
escape. 

* Put your finger toward a fly and it is off when- 
ever you move up to a certain distance. God has 
given tbe fly this instinct so that it can escape the 


spider.” 


The fish and other animals upon whioh aquatic 
fowls prey are so construoted that they cannot be 
caught. The eye is so prominent that they can see 
in almost any direction, and thus are enabled to 
elude the approach of the enemy. The chicken will 
hide at the appearance of the hawk. ‘“ What but 
direct knowledge from God can inform the chicken 
that the hawk is its natural enemy ?” 

It requires a peculiar squeeze of the rubber to be 
shaped to the condition of the fox and many other 
animals. The fox is an animal of prey and is itself 
preyed upon. It liva upon birds and rats and chick- 
ens and other small game, and it often makes a dainty 
meal for the panther. And ‘then the hound is never 
quite as happy as when his close proximity makes it 
uncomfortable. But how the design argument can 
be construed so as to favor the hound and the pan- 
ther, and at the same time the fox and the game 
upon which it preys, nobody but a Christian can see. 

“We discover,” says the Rev. Herbert Morris, 
“ other animals practicing strategems to elude and 
escape their enemies, which all the reason and cun- 
ning of man cannot excel.” This argument also, 
when taken by itself, looks well. 

But these different and adverse arguments drive 


-| us to the conclusion that God has formed some ani- 


mals so that they can take their prey every time 
without mistake, and that he has fashioned the ani- 
mals upon which they prey so that they can escape 
every Lime. 

Will the Christian ever be able to see how these 
arguments utterly neutralize and annihilate each 
other ? 

It reminds me of the story about the two snakes 
who swallowed each other. The first day they had 
each other by the tail, the next, they had swallowed 
each other about half down, the third day they had 
disappeared. They had swallowed each other. — 

God is not only a great designer, but he is & be- 


nevolent designer. Nothing can take place contrary 


to God's will, but you will notice that the Ohristian 
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never makes a very conspicuous display of his great 
designer in the time of a great calamity. If God 
sends the rain and the dew and the sunshine, he 
aleo sends the simoon, the tornado, and the earth- 

uake. l 
5 The author of “Science and the Bible" says, “If we 
fully understood all the ends accomplished in the 
economy of nature we should see that God is good.” 
And again he ssys, ' His mercy is over all his works." 

Every Ohristian would be shocked if one should 
intimate that his God was not merciful, wise, and 
good. This he has been taught and this is settled 
in his mind without thought or investigation. 

Was God good and merciful when he caused an 
earthquake to swallow up thirty thousand people in 
South America? Was it a merciful act to send the 
marble pier at Lisbon with all its precious freight of 
human beings six hundred feet below the surface of 
the sea? Was it a token of Gad’s mercy and good- 
ness to bury the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum 
by the belching of a volcano? Is it an act of mercy 
to inundate a territory and destroy millions of dollars’ 
worth of property and thousands of lives ? 

God is the creator of all things, and he pro- 
nounced everything which he had created “very 
good.” If all that he created was good, then the 
creator must be good. If God was possessed of all 
knowledge, then every act of the creator must hav 
been the wisest that irfinit wisdom could devise. 
Every Christian will indorse each one of these con- 
clusions. Let us see where they lead us. And I 
would hav the reader keep each one of these propo- 
sitions distinctly in mind. N 

Herbert Morris says, “ Previous to the advent of 
the son of righteousness, the great enemy of man, 
Satan, had disturbed all the moral elements of the 
world.” 

"Now, if God created all things, where did the 
devil come from? If God did not create the devil, 
there must hav been another creator. If God did 
create the devil, he must be “very good.” If, some- 
how, the devil slipped into existence without the 
knowledge of God, he in not infinit in wisdom. If 
the devil is equal with God in power, then God is 
not supreme. If he is not equal with God, why 
does he suffer him to exist ? . 

According to the Chriatian’s idea God did not 
create the devil, there was an angel thet turned to 
a devi. But could this happen without God's 
knowledge? and had be not the power to prevent 
it? Was it a mark of God's goodness to allow the 
devil to come into existence in any way, when he 
knew that Old Splitfoot would worry and torment 
him and thwart half his plans, aud drag two-thirds 
of the human famiy down to a country so hot that 
the boiling point would be the zero mark in a ther- 
mometer graduated for that region ? 

Then, to show his wisdom, and to get out cf the 
sorape, the consequences of which he must bav fore- 
seen, he begot himself on the person of a Jew girl, 
and then killed himself to abate the intensity of his 
own wrath, and neutralize the power of a being 
which he himself had created. 

The part of God born of the virgin was called 
Christ—a sort of helpmate for God. And yet Ohrist 
was God and God was Christ. Each half was equal 
to the whole and the whole only equal to the half. 
Christ and God are one and yet when Ohrist was 
killed God still lived. Both are fighting the devil 
and hav power over bim, and yet he is more than a 
match for the two. Such is the wisdom and power 
and goodness of God. Skin the poor; wheedle the 
last cent out of every boy and girl; send mission- 
aries to the heathen—every skin of them will be lost 
who dies without a knowledge of this holy hotch- 
potch nonsense. 

* God is merciful, God is wise, God is good.” So 
says the great Herbert Morris ; so says every Chris- 
tian. 

Tornadoes, earthquakes, volcanoes, drouths, 
floods, scorpions, centipedes, tarantulas, rattlesnakes, 
tigers, wolves, panthers, fleas, gnats, musketoes, 
potato-bugs, noxious and poisonous weeds and 
plants, and thousands of useless and harmful things 
which sfflict and torment us and often produce 
disease and death and hav never been a benefit to 
anyone, according to the Christian idea must in 
some mysterious way be construed so as to show the 
mercy, wisdom, and goodness of God. This is what 
the Christian professes to believe, but every act of 
his life giva the lie to his profession. 

‘The truth is that mankind through all time by 
common consent hav agreed that noxious and 
poisonous weeds and poisonous insects and reptils 
and ferocious beasts are only a curse to man, and hav 
waged a war of extermination against them as far as 
it has been in their power to do so. And to say 
that there is some unseen good in them, which we 
in our shortsightedness do not understand, shows 
that the Christian religion has the power to rob 
men of their manhood and make them profess to - 
believe what they know to be false, and so keep up 
an endless contradiction between practice and pro- 
fegsion, and to turn men into sneaks and cowsrda. 

Joan Pxok. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Christianity—in the Beginning. 
ITS PAGAN ORIGIN. 


As it [nature] was in the beginning, is pow, and ever shall 
be, world without end, amen.— Proger Book. 


In eonsidering the problem of the origin and de- 
velopment of Christianity it is necessary to approach 
the subject in a calm and philosophical manner, and 
setting aside all preconceived ideas carefully examin 
all the evidence accessible on the subject, and en- 
deavor to ascertain the causes which led up to the 
origin and contributed, in all its varied stages, to the 
growth of the religion Called Ohristianity. 

And first it will be acknowledged that before any 
correct judgment can be arrived at concerning the 
truth or falsehood of any system, we must learn 
something about that which immediately preceded 
_it, and out of which it probably grew. We must see 
what each system has in common; ascertain their 

"points of difference, and learn how much originality 
there is in the later system, and finally, by critical 
analysis, determin its value. Now, there can be little 
doubt that the two most ancient creeds in the world, 
and to which we must look as the source of all great 
religions, were nature worship and sun worship. 
Oar early ancestors, there is every reason to believe, 
first worshiped nature, and when ultimately the idea 
of gods or spirits behind nature arose they attribuied 
the varied and multifarious phenomena of the uni- 
verse to certain concrete beings which they, in their 
ignorance, imagined to possess qualities far tran- 
scending their own. When, however, they came to 
the opinion that the spirits within such objecis as 
wood or stone or living beings like serpents did not 
rule and govern the universe, they transferred their 
worship to the sun—the source of light and heat, 
and tne generator of all forms of life. 

In.sun worship we get the very highest ideal of 
nature worship, for after all it is the generativ force 
that is worshiped—the power by which all forms of 
life are brought into being, and the warmth by which 
they are sustained. Nature worship being the germ 
and sun worship the developed plant, it is not sur- 
prising to any student of ancient oriental religions 
to find that they all possess a great deal in common ; 
that Christian symbols and ceremonies point unmis- 
takably to the old source—in other words, to the 
parent tree or source from which all eastern religions 
hav descended. 

Not only do we find a family likeness charscteriz- 
ing all Eastern creeds, but we find similar symbols 
reappearing in all of them, such as the cross, the 

. trinity, and the virgin mother and her child. 

Farther, we can trace similar ceramonies and sac- 
raments, which play an important part in a!l Eastern 
religions. But let us cousider the origin of such 
symbols as we hav just mentioned. 

The cross, whicu is regarded with reverence by 
most religious persons to day, and a small one of 
which is worn round the necks of modern pious 
gpinstere, owes its origin to the worship of the gen- 
erativ organs, being, in fact, emblematical of the 
phallus pertaining to the god of the sky. 

The straight pole represents the connecting link 
between heaven and earth, and the beams that pro- 
ject from it further symbolize the conformation 
of the male deity. Aad just here the reader should 
understand that our early ancestors saw nothing 
indecent in anything that was natural. For the 
most part they went about in a nude condition, or, 
at best, but very scantily attired; they wandered 
about through deserts under the scorching rays of 
the sun; through forests, over hiils, and through 
valleys, and they never expsrienced any sense of 
shame at beholding the human form, either male or 
female, in all its naked purity. 

“Gross injustice is sometimes done to ancient 
creeds,” says Mrs. Besant in “The Freethinker’s 
Text-Book," part II, page 356, “by contemplating 
them from a modern point of view; in those days 
every part of nature was thought divine, and most 
divine of all was deemed the power of creation, 
whether worshiped in the sun whose beams impreg- 
nated the earth, or in the male or female organs of 
generation, the universal creators of life in the ani- 
mal world; thus we find in all ancient sculptures 
carvings of the phallus and the yoni expressed both 
natural and symbolically, the representations be- 
coming more and more conventional and refined as 
civilization advanced ; of the infinit world it may be 
said that it was ‘naked and was not ashamed ;’ as 
it grew older and clothed the human form, it also 
draped its religious symbols, but as the body re- 
mains unaltered under its garments, 80 the idea con- 
cealed beneath the emblems remains the same.” © 

The union of male and female is then the founda- 
tion of all religions. For as man marries the woman, 
so Saturn, the sky, and the male or activ energy, is 
allegorically joined to Res, the earth, the receptiv 
or female principle, or mother of all. 

In Persi the sun was worshiped under the name 
of Jupiter, who was regarded as the son of Saturn, 
the god of time, who was also the father of P.uto, 
the prince of darkness, and manager of the lower 
regions. i 


In this way the sun: becomes the father of' all and 


into the sign of the ram (called in Persia the lamb), 


is the emblem which crowns the images of deity in 
the churches. The vernal equinox represents the 
resurrection of the sun and the sign in which he then 
is becomes the symbol of life producing power ; thus 
the bull, and afterward the ram, became his sign of 
life giver, and the sun god was pictured as bull, or 
as ram (or lamb), or else with the horns of his em- 
blem, and the earthly animals became sacred for his 
sake. Mithra, the sun god of Persia, is scu/ptured 
as riding ons bull; Osiris, the sun god of Egypt, 
wears the horns of the bull, and is worshiped as 
O áris-Apis, or Serapis the sun god, in the sign of 
Apis, the bull. Later, by the precession of the 
equinoxes, the sun of the vernal equinox has passed 


and we find Jupiter Ammon, Jupiter with rame 
horns, and Jesus, the lamb of God. 

These symbols all denote the sun victorious over 
darkness and death, giving life to the world. 

_The phallus is the other great symbol of the life- 
giver, generating life in the woman as the suu in the 
earth. Bacchus, Adonis, Dionysius, Apollo, Hercules, 
Hermes, Thummez, Jupiter, Jehovah, Jao, or Jah, 
Moloch, Baal, Asher, with many another, these are 
all the life giver under d:ffsrent names; they are 
the sun, the creator, the phalius. Rd is their ap- 
propriate color. When the sun or the phallus is 
not drawn in its natural form it is indicated by a 
symbol; the symbol must be upright, hard or else 
burning, either conical or clubbed st one end. Thus 
the torch, flame of fire, cone, serpent, thyrsus, tri 
angle, letter T, cross, crosier, scepter, caduceus, 
knobbed stick, tall tree, upright stone, spire, tower, 
minaret, upright pole, arrow, spear, sword, club, up- 
right stump, etc., are all symbols of the generativ 
force of the male energy in nature of the supreme 
God” (Annie Besant’s Freethinker's Texi-Book, part 
II, p. 357). 

Tous far we see that the fundamental principle 
underlying the Ohristian faith is to be found in 
paganism, and that the true source of all Eastern 
creeds is to be traced back to nature and sun 
worship in all its manifold forms. 

AnrRUR B. Moss. 
—_— to 
The Philosopher and the Pagan. 

Philosopher: 

The fires belonging to the Christian hell 

Are growing small; hell’s flaming citadel 

Is tumbling; and our preachers rarely yell 

About the wicked Beelzebub, or dwell 

Oa gnashing teeth and wailings, or the smell 

Of brimstone—a stone discerned in hell. | 
Pagan: They are magnanimous! 
Philosopher : 

John Calvin did teach that for Jesus’s sake 

The Jews, popes, pagans, and infants would make 

Their beds in hell. But since reason can shake 

Hell's foundatiun, many divines forsske 


That creed—except as to the Jews, who take 
John Calvin’s beds, and that for Jesus’s sake. 


Pagan: That’s ungenerous. Jesus forgave the Jews. 
Philosopher : 
For killing him, yes— 
But not for the apple that Adam ate. 
Pagan: An apple? Does Jesus make a fuss- about an 
apple? 
Philosopher : 
That’s right, hence hear no creed in Jesus’s name 
Or you'll be damned. They tell us that he came 
On earth to save from death and sin and shame, 
And be a God. Whoever doubts this same 


Must go below as S :tan’a lawful game 
And suffer all heli-fire—in Jesns’s name. 


Pagan: The merciful and tender Jesus! Is doubting 
then a crime? : 
Philosopher : 
If you be wise you’ll never hear the plan 
Which saves the cut-throat, thief, and charlatan, 
But lights hell fire for any honest man 
That seeks the way to truth as best he can. 
Great Buddha’s teachings are much better than 
This scheme which Cnristians call * the plan.” 


Pagan: Buddha’s? Yes, they are marvelous. 
that you call the plan is—ah! I can say nothing more. 
—_—_— OHO 


Items. 


At the last requiem mass for the repose of Cardinal 
Newman's soul, Oardinal Manning said, “Bat for 
him [Newman] Rationalism would now reign supreme 
in tne national resigion.” 

Oardinal Gibsons has designated five Oarmelite 
nuns to go to Boston and found a Carmelite convent, 
which is one of the most austere and retired of female 
orders in the Catholic church. 

* Kemmler had learned to believe implicitly that 
his death would be painless, and that he was going 
straight to paradise,” so says the Boston Journal 

Raiph Wm. Taylor, missionary, says “that the 
two hundred and fifty million Africans is no 
problem at all. Giv them the gospel and they will 
take care of themselvs." Indeed! that is a grood 
begging text. As if all gospelers took care of them 
seivs! Why, the ministers who dispense the gospel 
are the most improvident leeches in the universe. 
Let observation and experience testify. 

Erra E. Grsson. 


And 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
Freethought is booming in France. No iess than 


one hundred and thirty societies hav been added to 
the Federation since last January, and they alt agree 
in being Freethinkers in deed and not in words only ; 
hence we anticipate great results from the national 
congress which will be held in Paris on Sunday, Ooto- 
ber 12:h. 


—— 


A German-American Freethinker. Mr. Robert 


Liebe, of Boston, Mass., died August 17th in Heidel- 
berg. Heand Mra. Robert Liebe were on a pleasure 
trip to Germany. After the secular obsequies bis 
remains were cremated. Mr. Liebe was an outspcken 
and open-handed Freethinker, and ali who knew him 
will long keep his memory green. 


Mr. Paul Steinmar, president of the Free Religious 


Society in R xdorf, Germary, has been discharged by 
the second state court, to which he appealed after a 
judgment of three months’ imprisonment had been 
pronounced on him by the city court. 
at least, in the dazk night of orthodox intolerance 
that prevails in Germany at present.— /reireligidses- 
Sonntags Blatt. 


One meteor, 


At the request of the executiv committee of Swe- 


dish Freethinkers, the writer hereby expresses the 
hearty thanks of our Swedish brethren to the Ameri- 
can F'reethinkers for the help rendered them during 
the past, and especially to the editor end publisher of 
the Boston Investigator, Messrs. Washburn and 
Mendnn, as weil as to the Editor of this j urna), Mr. 
E M. Macdonald, for the favorable reports of the 
Freethought movement in Sweden which hav ap- 
peared and do yet appear in their respectiv papers. 


In Sweden Mr. Henry V. Berghell has by the Jon- 


köping city court been sentenced t» three montns’ 
imprisonment for blasphemy. 
hoped that no: alone Go a Hofid's but lik-wise the 
aupreme court will overrule the judgment. 


I: is, however, to be 


They 
hav certainly received lessons enough of late. But 
then there is the pious king Oscar, and he is not to 


be depended on; his opinion, which is the decisiv 


one, is in charge of the clergy. The sentence did 
not disturb Mr. Berghell, judging from the fact that 
upon his arrival at Stockholm he delivered the same 
lecture and the authorities did not interfere. Funny 
justice they hav there in Sweden. 


Our French contemporary La Vériie, edited by 
Mr O. Oiiwa, secretary of the F-deration of French 


Freethought societies, has in its last number the first 
of a series cf biographies, by the editor, of Free- 
thinkers who hav devoted themeelvs to the cause of 
humanity. Tne biographical sketch given is that of 


the French writer, D` Albert Regnard, who was 
born in N évre, March 20,1836. He studied medicin 
and took an activ part in the schoo) movements dur- 
ing the last days of the empire. In 1865 be published 
a volume, “ Historical Essays ar d Sciensific Critiques,” - 
in which he advocated radical Freethought and Athe- 
ism. After the congress at L àze (November, 1865) 
he was expelled from the university and hospitals. 
Daring the Commune he occupied the position of 
secretary to the pref-ct of police, and was on the 
establishment of the republic obliged to lae to Lon- 
don, where ke remained for ten years, publishing sev- 
eral works, until the amnesty was issued by the re- 
publican government. He thenre’urned, and divided 
his time between editing La Révolution avd publish- 
ing several original works, amoog ttem “ Histoire de 
r Angleterre Contemporaine.” He has likewise trans- - 
lated into French Professor Bü :hner'8 book, “ Force 
and Matter.” As honorary member of the French 
Freethought Association he has taken a conspicuous 
part in the congresses held at Anvers aad Paris. 
France being officially s Catholic country, it is nat- 
urally cursed with several remnants of an ecclesiastic 
past in the form of holy days. Of course it would be 
ridiculous for a Freethinker to perticipate in such 
superstitious mummeries, heace our brethren in the 
administrativ council hay decided to hav some more 
sensible feasts take the place of the old ones — Tae 
feasts are as follow: January 1st, Festival of Uai- 
versal Brotherhood ; February 24 h, Festival of Uai- 
versal Suff-age, of Labor and Industry ; March 18 .h, 
Festival in Honor of the Martyrs for Liberty. The 
Festival of the Fathers is to succeed the Catholic 
teast cf Ascension; the Pentecost will hav to retreat , 
for the F-stival of F.owers and Youth; aud God's 
feasts must abdicate in favor of the F sstival of Sei- 
ence. July 14:h will be a French “ Fourth of July ;” 
August 15th (Assumption) is to become the Festival 
ot Maternity; the Day of the Dead, the F -stival in 
Honor of the Daparted ; and lastly Coriatmas is to 
giv place to a Caildren’s Festival. The Freethought 
societies hav been urged to celebrate these festivals 
and to report the resuli,aad. the program, to the 
executiv committee. We think this an excellent plan, 
well worthy imitation. We hav not many “holy” 
days, but we could perform quite a service to our 
descendants by inaugurating a revision of the rather 
antiquated and nonsensical way in which we keep 
our national days. Gusrave NELSON. 
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Fourteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fourteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been sppointed by the board of 
directors to meet at Portsmouth, O., on Friday even- 
ing, Ostober 31, 1890, and to continue its sessions 
on the Saturday and Sunday following. 

The meetings will be held in the Grand Opera 
House, corner of Sixth and Court streets, and the 
orchestra of the establishment has been engaged for 
the occasion. Due notice wil be given of the pro- 
posed reduction in railroad, steamboat, and hotel 
fares. 

Portsmouth is situated on the Ohio river, one 
hundred miles east of Cincinnati, and one hundred 
miles south of Columbus, and has extensiv and con- 
venient railway connections with the whole country. 
It is a port of foreign entry, and is distinguished for 
its numerous and magnificent manufactories. It has 
a population exceeding fifteen thousand, has twenty 
churches, the Ohio Militery Academy, and a splendid 
system of graded schools. The Ohio valley fair is 
held there annually ; and several English and Ger- 
man papers, daily and weekly, are published in the 
city. 

The members and friends of the American Secular 
Union are sure of a hearty welcome, not only from 
our enterprising local auxiliary, but also from the 
citizens at large. 

The object óf the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation cf 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on 
what is commonly known as the Nine Demands of 
Secularism, we propose to emphasize the following 
at the coming Congress: 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the public schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather than an economie one, justified by physiolog- 
ieal and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational and charitable institutions of a 
Bectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsectarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but 
will use any and all honorable means to secure its 
objects as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons, of whatever faith, to its member- 
ship, on the basis of no union of church and state.” 
The word “secular” is here nsed in the broadest 
sense, a8 applied to the state, and not to any system 
of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner. and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as F'reethinkers, Spiritualiste, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, progressiv 
Jews, and liberal Christians, and, laying aside our 
peculiar views on religious questions, unite as Amer- 
ican citizens on the one broad platform of no union 
of church and state, and the complete administration 
of our secular government on purely secular prin- 
ciples. 

The National Reform Association, having for its 
object the establishment of Christianity as the relig- 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens; the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, indorsing the pletform and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through 
their ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemp- 
tion of church property from just taxation, as well 

as the appropriation of public money for religious 


schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 
and many others which might be mentiofied, sre im- 
periling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 
feel called upon to aid in organizing an effeotiv op- 
position to these nefarious Schemes. i 

Due notice will be given of the selection of emi- 
nent speakers from all portions of the United States 
snd Oanada, and a free platform will be given to all 
persons who may hsv a word to say for pure stase 
secularization. Al, without exception, are welcome 
to this Congress in the wide-awake little city in the 
valley of the beautiful Ohio. 

R. B. WzsrBnoox, President. 
Attest: Ina O. Orappoox, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 1, 1890. 


D a a 
Special Notice. 


At the Congress of the American Secular Union, 
to be held st Portsmouth, O., Oct. 31, Nov. 1, and 
Nov. 2, 1890, the following amendments to the 
constitution will be proposed : 

1. Strike out the word “constitution” wherever 
it occurs (as applied to this society) and insert 
“by-laws.” Also make any other verbal alterations 
necesssry to hav the instrument conform to any 
charter of incorporation that may be offered and 
accepted by the Union. 

2 Amend Art. IX, by adding the following: “ He 
or she shall deliver lectures in behalf of the Union 
as occasion may require and other duties may 
permit, and shall also solicit annual and life mem- 
bers, and subscriptions to the funds of the associa- 
tion.” : R. B. WESTBROOK, 

Pres. American Secular Union. 

Attest: Ina O. Cnappocz, Cor. Sec. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 18, 1890. 

————— — —9—9——— ——— — 
Campaigning in Washington. 


Blaine, Whatcom county, is a thriving little city 
in embryo, admirably located on the extreme north- 
west. corner of the state, adjoining her Britannic 
majesty’s domain. Its residents are giving evidence 
of energy, pluck, and progress. They are laying out 
and grading broad, handsome streets, and erecting 
stately business marts and beautiful, cosy homes. 

Blsine possesses many advantages—a moat salu- 
brious climate, beautiful scenery, picturesque location, 
and a backing by the richest of agricultural lands, 
with abundance of giant timber and inexhaustible 
supplies of coal and iron in the vicinity; so that, 
independent of its insured prosperity from the now 
dense woods becoming fruitful farms, the timber, 
coal, and iron will prompt investment of capital and 
the establishment of foundries, machine shops, and 
manufactories, thus insuring steady employment to 
large numbers of skilled wage-workers, who will 
build homes and thus increase the city limits and 
value of town lots. Itis providing steady employ- 
ment for wage-workers that insures the permarent 
growth and prosperity of a town, not speculativ 
booms and fiaming advertisments of real estate 
fiends. 

The Fairhaven and Southern railroad, recently 
purchased by the Great Northwestern, is now being 
pushed to completion with great activity. The lay- 
ing of the track to Blaine will be completed by 
November 1st, and it will be the most northern port 
on Puget sound reached by one of the great trans- 
continental systems. 

The drawback to Blaine is lack of good fresh 
water. Artesian wells are expected to supply this 
need. 

Mr. Paul Smith, the eloquent and able exponent 
of Spiritualism, prepared the way for me at Blaine 
by delivering & course of lectures that aroused in- 
terest and started the spirit of investigation, among 
the more intelligent Christians, as to the divine in- 
spiration of the scriptures. However much we may 
differ in regard to the claims of force and energy vs. 
Spiritual phenomens, we should ever be mindful of 
the lasting obligations we are under for the grand 
good work done, and continually being done, by our 
Spiritualist friends in dissipating the awe and rev- 
erence for the “boly Bible" that in so many minds 
prove an almost inseparable barrier to investigation, 
or even discussion of its claims to divine authority. 
While justly claiming that “Truth is that which in 
the face of all poseible opposition can be shown to 
be in conformity with fact and sound reason,” yet as 
Liberals we should cheerfully accord to all others 
the same right to accept or reject any testimony that 
we claim for ourselvs. While denouncing. the big- 
otry of Christians and deploring.their Jack of charity 
toward those who differ from them, we should be 
very careful lest we betray the same spirit toward 
our coworkers because in some points they differ 
from us. Paul Smith, like James Buchanan and the 
other Spiritualists of Blaine, are of the right royal 
kind. They are Liberals first, last, and all the time; 
yet not the less Spiritualists, zealous defenders of 
their faith, founded on what to them is satisfactory 
evidence of the existence of life after death. Oer- 
tain it is that, until the mysterious phenomena are 


to them satisfactorily accounted for, they are justified, 
and should be commended, for having the courage 
of their convictions. 

The new Opera House has a seating capacity for 
six hundred. It has a parquet, and two galleries, 
with a good stage. 

Although not yet completed, it was crowded, even 
in the two unfinished galleries, at each of the three 
lectures. 

I gave the usual invitation for questions, but no 
minister responded. The Methodist minister after 
the lecture came upon the stage and cordially invited 
me to call on him at his parsonage, which I did. He 
attended the two first lectures and expressed his re- 
gret that he could not attend the third night, as that 
was his church’s regular prayer meeting night. He 
was evidently sincere, and a naturally good, kind- 
hearted man, and I so testified at my third lecture. 


| I hav since learned that my indorsement of him, and 


his openly avowed approval of the principles of Lib- 
eralism in so far as making a heaven for ourselvs 
here and now by promoting the happiness of all 
around us, has so exasperated the devoutly pious 
that he has been compelled to resign. 

In my account of receipts for the defense fund of 
the Washington Secular Union, the contribution of 
that stanch old veteran in the cause of Liberaliem, 
J. S. Martin, of Snohomish, $3, was omitted ; also 
$1 from loyal and true G. P. Brene, of Canon City, 
Col. OQ. B. RzxNoLps, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 

2104 Sixth street, Seattle, Wash. 

te 


To the Liberals of Oregon. 


Degar Frps: I wish to call your attention to the 
second annual Congress of the Oregon state Secular 
Union, to bu held in Portland at the New Arion Hall, 
corner of Sseond and Oak streets, on Saturday, Sun- 
day, and Monday, the 11th, 12ib, and 18th of Oc- 
tober next. 

The object of this meeting, and of the Oregon 
state Secular Union, is to guarantee civil and relig- 
ious liberty to the people, secure the taxation of 
church property, and oppose the union of church 
and state. 

We wart this meeting to be a grand success, and 
we ask every Liberal in the state to cooperate with 
us and aid us in making it so. Will you come for- 
ward, one and all, and “lend a helping hand?” An- 
nounce the Congress through your local papers ; oir- 
culate cards of invitation; post up notices at your 
post-cfflce and country stores, in fact, do all you can 
to let everyone know of this great, important meet- 
ing, that all may attend if they so desire. Write to 
President Beal and let him know what you are doing 
toward siding the Congress; let words cf cheer re- 
sound from every city, town, and village in the state. 
We moat cordially invite every Liberal, every person 
who is in favor of the total separation cf church and 
state, to be present. The speakers who are to be 
present will be the best that hav yet been together. 

Rents are as high as they were last year, and it 
will cost quite a sum to pay the expenses of the Con- 
gress. We need financial aid. Let every Liberal 
who is willing and able to do so forward a few dol- 
lars to help defray the expenses. All financial aid 
will be most thankfully received. Send all money 
to Pres. C. Beal, Portland. Ore., and he will giv credit 
for it in Freethought. Do not wait until it is too 
late, for now is the time we need excouragement. 
We can make our Congress a success if we only try. 
If everyone will help, even a little, our meeting will 
be all that we desire. 

We hav lately had some neat blanks printed peti- 
tioning the legislature of Oregon for the taxation of 
church property, and we would be pleased to place 
copies of this petition in the hands of every earnest 
Libera] worker in the state for circulation. The ex- 
emption of ecclesiastical property from just taxation 
is a gross injustice to the people. It is unconatitu- 
tional and not in keeping with the general principle 
of our government, and all laws favoring this unjust 
exemption should be immediately repealed. 

We also hav had copies printed of the constitution 
of the Oregon state Secular Union, and we ask you, 
Liberal friends, to cead for them and circulate them: 
throughout the state, and secure as many signatures 
for membership as possible, There is no member- 
sbip fee. All that is required is the name and post- 
office address of those who are in sympathy with the 
objects of the Union and wish to become members. 
We would like to hav the name of every Liberal- 
minded person in the state recorded on our member- 
ship book. We already hav a large number of names. 

Now, Liberals, one and all, if you think you can 
secure any signatures for the petition, or for the 
constitution of our Union, by presenting them to 
your friends and neighbors in your locality, please 
send for them at once, and they will be promptly 
forwarded to you. Blank petitions and ‘copies of the 
constitution, and also cards of invitation, are to be 
obtained from either Presideat Beal or myself. 

With best wishes for the success of our Congress, 
and sincerely hoping that as many as possible will 
attend our grand meeting, and join with us in help- 
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ing to promote liberty, truth, justice, and equality, 
I am, Ever yours faithfully, 
Exva Davipson BLACKBURN, 
Assist. Sec. Ore. State Secular Union. 
Oswego, Ore., Sept.-15, Era or Sorenor 290. 


— e 


The Canadian Secular Union Congress. 


The annual convention of the Canadian Secular 
Union was held on Saturday and Sunday, September 
18th and 14th, in Soience Hall, 35 Adelaide street 
east, Toronto. At a few minutes after 8, on Sat- 
urday night, as we learn by Secular Thought, Robt. 
C. Adams, of Montreal, the president, took the chair, 
and, after reading the announcement and program 
of the convention, proceeded to read bis address. 
Some of the things he said were: 


We hav to congratulate ourselvs that the government cen- 
aorship bas been defeated, and that a custom-house col- 
lector can no longer trample upon the immortal writings of 
Thomas Paine. We hav secured the incorporation of a 
company that will be able to publish and circulate Secular 
literature. 

An oaths bill has beea prepared for the Dominion Parlía. 
ment and for the province of Quebec, which givs to every 
witness the option of oath or affirmation, and forbids all 
inquisition into religious opinion. This bill, if passed, will 
place Canada in the forefront of the nations as regards tolera- 
tion, and we hav the satisfaction of knowing that the bill has 
received the approval of the honorable minister of justice 
and will be presented and supported at the next session of 
Parliament by 80 eminent and estimable a member as Sir Don- 
ald A. Smith. Progress at Quebec will be slower, but influ- 
ential support is already promised, and the educational effect 
of the discussion of the topics involved will be valuable. 

The Secularists of Toronto hava special work before 
them in the redemption of their fair city from Sabbatarian 
tyranny. The museum, art gallery, and library must be 
opened to the workingman on his only day of leisure, and 
suitable recreation and instruction must be made available 
for him. The men who now uphold these restrictions 
while posing as friends of God, must be shown to be ene- 
mies of Good, and freedom from ecclesiastical tyranny and 
the bondage of ancient Hebrew customs must be secured. 
As the blood of Jesus loses its drawing power, the ministers 
of religion are looking to legal enactments to fill their 
churches, through the monopoly of Sunday. Secularigts 
everywhere can do no better work for Liberalism than by 
setting the example of a sensible desecration of the Sabbath, 
and by the inculcation of intelligent opinions as to the right 
observance of the rest-day so as to best promote human 
welfare. 


The president was freely applauded, and upon mo- 
tion of Mr. Charles Watts, seconded by Mr. Duval, 
was given a vote of thanks. After the reports of 
the secretary and treasurer had been read, the 
former, Mr. Ellis, read letters and telegrams from 
friends who were not able to be present. Colonel 
Ingersoll sent this telegram : 


I congratulate the Secularists of Canada on the growth 
and spread of their principles; on the increasing civilization 
and intellectual hospitality of the people everywhere; on 
the decay of creeds that even revision can't save. I also 
congratulate them on the fact that there is published in their 
midst Secular Thought, one of the very best journals in the 
world. I sincerely regret that I cannot be with you. 

: R. G. INGERSOLL. 


The Editor of Tue Trora Szexzr sent this, it is 
unnecessary to say, by mail: 


3 New York, Sept. 9, 1890. 

My Dear Mr. Warts: I wish I could attend your Cana- 
dian Convention, but I cannot. I hope, however, that you 
will not, because of this, refuse to come to our Secular 
Union Congress, to be held next month. 

I hope your convention will be attended by every Free- 
thinker in Canada. I hav watched the progress of the 
Dominion toward Secularism, and can see that each year it 
takes a step ahead. Thia I think is largely due to your 
splendid journal, Secular Thought, and to your convincing 
lectures; and a good share of the remaining credit is due to 
your gentle but vigorous president, Robert C. Adams, under 
whose guidance your Union compelled the government to 
admit Thomas Paine's writings to a country where they are 
surely needed. I hope. the Union will push the Oaths bill, 
80 that your courts will not longer be disgraced by supersti 
tious ceremonies, nor justice be denied to men who refuse 
to lose their manhood by submitting to the mummery of 
Buperstition. 

From the standpoint of an outsider, I should say that, re- 
ligiously, the Dominion is about twenty-five years ahead of 
jts position some four years ago, when you located there, 
and I congratulate you. Even the Roman Catholics of 
Quebec are growing in Secular grace, and will soon be “ on 
praying ground and pleading terms,” as the Methodists— 
of whom you hav too many with you—are wont tosay. A 
friend of mine who was born n ar the city of Quebec, and 
who was educated for the priesthood, but left the church 
to become an inventor and a business man—a true type of & 
Secularist—revisited his boyhood’s home recently, and when 
he returned to New York he told me this story. In the 
parish where liv his relativs the people hav begun to criticise 
their priest, and to question whether all his acts are of in- 
finit wisdom. Among other things they wanted to know 
recently was, what became of all their money. The tithes 
which the law givs him he could hav, they said; but he was 
constantly demanding more, and the expenditure of this 
surplus it was their right to examin. So they elected two 
of the boldest of the questioners to the board of trustees, 
which is supposed to supervise the financial affairs of the 
church. These embryo heretics asked for the account 
books, and were refused. ‘‘ The trustees,” said the priest, 
" hav always accepted my statements, and 80 must you.” 
Te trustees instituted law. proceedings. 
preacbed & sermon on ‘‘ingratitude,” and violently de- 
nounced the two meddlers. They gave him the alternativ 
of retracting or standing a libel suit. He retracted. Then 
he called upon them and told them that unless they ceased 
their “ persecution ” he would call down upon them the 
wrath of God, and hinted at anathemasand curses and ex- 
communication. At this the trustees actually laughed, and 
told him that he was some years behind the times; that 
God was not now the servant of the priests, neither was the 
priest the dispenser of heaven’s displeasure. The priest 


Th n the priest: 


appealed tg the bishop, and the bishop wrote little pastoral | 
letters to his recalcitrant children. But the trustees per- 
sisted, finally obtained the books, found that the priest had 
used the parish funds to build stables for his horses and for 
other private purposes, and made him refund. 

This happened in the vear of the Lord 1890. in French 
Canada, near Quebec! What will happen in the next cent- 
ury, when Upper and Lower Canada may be sovereign 
states in the American Union? : 

Secularism. Rationalism, is the coming philosophy of the 
world, and the coming power. The next war will be be- 
tween education and ignorance—reason and superstition. 
In this war the Secularists and Freethinkers must bear a 
noble part. In the words of the greatest and best of men, 
you are laying the foundations of the grand temple of the 
future—not the temple of all the gods. but of all the people 
—wherein, with appropriate rites, will be celebrated the re- 
ligion of humanity. You are doing what little you can to 
hasten the coming of the day when society shall cease pro- 
ducing millionaires and mendicants—gorged indolence and 
famished industry—truth in rags and superstition robed and 
crowned. : 

With such aims your work cannot bea failure. In the 
coming years, the people now meeting in your convention 
will be looked upon as the redeemers of their country. If I 
cannot be with you, let me at least be of you. 

E. M. MAODORALD. 


Letters were received from Saladin of the A gnostic 
Journal, Q. W. Foote of the Freethinker, and G. J. 
Holyoske, of England; W. Algie. James Lockie, G 
A. Kilpatrick, M. Brooks, John Groon, and W. G. 
Hey, of Cansda. The president said that perhaps 
more good would come from the letters of the ab. 
sentees than from the speeches of those present. 
The letters contained some noble and inspiring senti- 
ments, which would be quoted by the press over the 
whole world, and would become watchwords for 
them in the future. This undoubtedly referred to 
the letters from England, and Editor Macdonald’s 
quotation from Ingersoll. After the appointment of 
committees the convention adjourned to Sunday 
morning. 

When 10 a.m. Sunday arrived, the convention was 
also there, and reélected Robert O. Adams president ; 
Mr. Risser, secretary ; Mr. Harsman, treasurer. Mr. 
Watts submitted the three following resolutione, 
which were carried unanimously : i 


1. Resolved, While it is & source of regret that Mr. Charles 
Bradlaugh has been compelled to withdraw from the leader- 
ship of the Secular party in England, the Secularists and 
Freethinkers of Canada send their warmest congratulations 
to his successor, Mr. G. W. Foote, and wish him every suc- 
cess a8 president of the National Secular Society. 

2. Resolved, The members of the Canadian Secular Union 
assembled in convention desire to express their heartiest 
sympathy with the American Secular Union in its efforts to 
destroy superstition and to establish mental liberty and per- 
sonal freedom from all ecclesiastical despotism. 

8. Resolved, That this convention unanimously record 
their earnest hope that Col. Robert G. Ingersoll will visit 
Canada during the coming year aud giv one or more lectures 
in Torouto and Montreal. 


A fourth resolution was as follows: 


4. Resolved, The delegates and friends here assembled ex- 
press their great pleasure at the progress that Secularism has 
hitherto made throughout the Dominion; aed particularly 
urge upon all friends of Liberal thought in Canada to do 
their utmost in the future to further extend a knowledge 
ane the practice of the principles of the Toronto Sec™lar s0- 
ciety. 

During the consideration of this resolution, Mr. 
Moffatt started an interesting discussion on the oaths 
question. He thought there was not enough atten- 
tion paid to this practical aspect of Secularism, and 
drew attention to a case where 9 man in the country 
bad been attacked and severely injured, but who, 
upon the ease coming on for trial, had not been 
allowed to giv his evidence on account of being a 
Secularist, and had thus been denied any chance of 
getting Yedress. Mr. M«ffatt had written to their 
member of Parliament, but had had no reply, and 
thought the Union should make this a special point 
for work during the next year. Mr. Morris men- 
tioned a case in which he had been allowed to giv his 
evidence in a civil action under affirmation. Mr. 
Middleton explained that this law only applied to 
civil, not £o criminal cases. The president said. 
under the Ontario statutes, the judge had the option 
of admitting evidence in civil cases if he thought the 
interests of justice demanded it, but it should not be 
left to the judge to decide such a question. No in- 
quiry into the religious belief of witnesses should be 
allowed. Capt. Simpson mentioned a case in which, 
on the trial of asuit in which he was the plaintiff, the 
judge had decided to admit his evidence. Mr. 
Daval emphasized the importance of writing to mem- 
bers of Parliament and calling their attention to the 
absurdity of the present law. The resolution was 
then unanimously carried. 

A fifth resolution read : 

b. Resolved, Inasmuch as humanity is higher than nation- 
ality, the Secularists and Freethinkers of Canada send their 
warmest greetings to their Secular brothers and sisters in 
every land; believing in the philosophy of the noble senti- 
ments of Thomas Paine, ' The world is my country, to do 
good my religion.” $ 

Other resolutions relating to local work in Canada 
were also passed, and next summer the Union will 
hav open-air speaking asa result. Oonsiderable time 
was also spent in considering the best way to aid 
Secularism by papers, tracts, libraries, buildings, 
etc. Mr. Ellis added that he thought Secularists 
as a body should take an activ part in the discussion 


of the great and fundamental questions which were 
now agitating the masses on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic. It was becoming a question of Individualism 
against some system of Socialism; and while he re- 
garded the former as an impracticable attempt to 
carry the crude principles of Natural Selection into 
the national life, the latter he looked upen as the 
legitimate outcome of that humanitarianism which was 
at the basis of all civilization, and which seeks in 
cooperation for the general good the attainment of 
the highest possible individual good and happiness. 
He also thought that Secularism should be some- 
thing besides 'mere Freethought”—for instance, 
sciencé and philosophy. 

Sunday evening was the closing session of the 
congress, and those who were fortunate enough to 
secure either seats or standing-room at the evening 
session (and a large number arrived only to find the 
hall crowded) enjoyed an exceptionally good pro- 
gram. The music provided by Mr. Monk was of a 
most recherché character (so the reporter charges), 
and was loudly applauded; and Mrs. Watts’s recita- 
tion (delivered as it was with all her accustomed his- 
trionic ability and charm of manner) was rapturously 
received, as it well deserved to be. Mr. Charles 
Watts presided, 

-Oaptain Adams then proceeded to deliver the lect- 
ure for which he had been announced. His subject 
was, “ Hav Faith in Man,” and the following is a 
brief summary: The character and culture of all 
persons are indicated by the motivs that impel them 
to act. All-effort is based on the assurance of suc- 
cess, and two classes of motive giv rise to this assur- 
ance—the supernatural and the natural. These may 
be termed faith in God and faith in man, trust in 
divine interposition and trust in human effort, belief 
in prayer and belief in works. The intellectual 
status of the man and the civilization of the race or 
nation are in accord with the degree of supernatural 
belief, so that the rationalistic man is the most in- 
telligent and the skeptical nation is the most civil- 
ized, The more God the less knowledge, and the 
more knowledge the less God. . 

Faith in God has proved a failure. It has not 
secured the advance of knowledge. It was when 
man invented printing, in the fifteenth century, that, 
as Taine says, “men first opened their eyes and 
saw.” It has failed to preserve from danger. Seven 
thousand earthquakes hav destroyed thirteen mill- 
ion lives, and countless shipwrecks hav overwhelmed 
myriads of praying men. . When we*travel, our trust 
is in the pilot, the shipbuilder, and the mechanic, in 
the loeomotiv engineer and the switchman, in man's 
knowledge and effort. The popular estimate of the 
value of supernatural aid was shown by the old lady 
who, when told in a storm that there was no hope 
but trust in God, despairingly exclaimed, “ Oh, Lord, 
has it come to that?” From man’s study of natural 
forces and not from direct “ revelation," has come all 
sanitation, invention, discovery, political freedom, 
and economic prosperity. It is Rationalism that in | 
all advancing lands has secured liberty and reform, 
and it is man’s knowledge of and conquest over nat- 
ural forces upon which all progress depends. King- 
craft avd priestcraft must giv place to handicraft. 

Mr. Watts then made a few concluding remarks 
of congratulation and encouragement, which were 
enthusiastically received by the audience; and half 
an hour or so was spent in pleasant conversation, 
and regretful leave-takings brought the convention 
of 1890 to a close. 

o 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Mr. H. O Penrsoost has resumed his Sunday meetings. 
He speaks on Sundays at 11 o'clock a.m., in Newark, N. J., 
at Liberal League Hall, Halsey street, near Market; at 3:30 
Pm, in Brooklyn, at Everett Assembly Rooms, Bridge 
street, corner of Willoughby ; and at 8 o'clock p.m., in New 
York, at Grand Opera House Hall, entrance on T wenty- 
third street, near Eighth avenue. 


For a few weeks the Liberals of the East hav an oppor. 
tunity of hearing a new Freethought lecturer if they 80 de- 
sire. Miss Ada Campbell, of Australia, is sojourning with 
us, and is willing to take the platform. Miss Campbell is 
one of the pioneers of Liberalism in Australia and New Zea- 
land—a brilliant, bustling woman who penetrated new terri- 
tory'aud carried the gospel of freedom into the mountains 
and cities of Australasia. The press of that extra continent 
speak highly of her ability. The Press, New Zealand, says 
of one of her efforts: ‘‘ The stage at the Theater Royal was 
occupied last night by Miss Ada Campbell, an Australian 
Freethought lecturess, who is announced to deliver 3 series 
of Sunday evening discourses here, her subject for last even- 
ing being ‘Sunday in the Light of Reason, Its Use and 
Abuse.". Miss Campbell is a fluent and forcible gpeaker, of 
prepossessing appearance, and considerable dramatic power, 
and has at command a fund of incident and anecdote, both 
grave and gay, with which she very judiciously seasons her 
address, and thus irresistibly interests her hearers. The au- 
dience last night was a fairly large one, and the lecturess 
received more than the ordinary share of arplause allotted 
to entertainers, or perhaps, a8 she would rather be styled, 
enlighteners, of her description, while she certainly caused 
genuin amusement by her vivacious and witty sallies. 
Miss Campbell msy be addressed in care of Dr. Elliott, 160 
West 14th street, New York city. 
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Gommunications. 


A Catholic Defends His Chureh. 


To TEE EDITOR OF Tee Trura SEEKER, Sir: On several 
occasions I hav loaned mv TRUTH SERKER to a Catholic, 
who keeps a bookstore. He said he would like to reply 
to Peck’s article with regard to Catholics, owing their first 
allegiance to the church. , Inclosed please find his reply. 

Very respectfully, W. J. Looge. 
THE REPLY. 


A friend handed me a copy of your paper. It is 
distressing to think there are so many who misunder 
Stand, or are so ignorant of, the teachings of the 
Catholic church. The idea that I cannot be a loyal 
citizen of this republic and a true Catholic at the 
same time, is to me ridiculous, and I am sure no one 
who has read the history of Awerica’s struggle for 
independence will ever make such a charge. General 
Washington warned Americans to never forget the 
noble part that Catholics took in the struggle for 
independence. I always feel proud to think of the 
muster roll of that grand little army, for there I find 

` thousands of Oatholic names, Irish Catholic names, 
not to speak of the Isgions of France who took part 
in the glorious cause. Look at the Tory ranks. 
You find no Catholics there. Then again in 1812, 
and in every war for the preservation of our govern- 
ment, I find my people in great numbers. Four 
sous of my father marched under the stars and 
stripes to the tune of “ Rally Around the Fiag,” and 
I hav s good right to know the feeling of my people. 
Trish American Catholics, priests and laymen, are as 
true to the principles of a republican government as 
any class in the republic dare be. We can march 
out against any force that would dare to invade this 
country for the purpose of subjugating it, or of 
-destroying our Constitution that guarantees us free- 
dom and religious liberty. The blooi of Ireland 
flows in the veins of thirty millions of the American 
people. i 

Irishmen hav bad a fearful experience with kingly 
and queenly rule, and the person who would try to 
set up such a rule in America would not wear his 
erown twenty-four hours. In all things spiritual we 
humbly bow to the teaching of the Catholic church. 
With the pope as supreme judge, we can say, with 
the great O'Connell, “We will take our religion 
from Rome; our politics are our own.” There never 
was anything taught amongst my forefathers but 
the Ohristian déctrin. The religious practices of my 
parents strengthened my love for the doctrin of 
Christ. I hav studied and practiced it from my 
youth. I find it the religion of pure lóve—love for 
my neighbor, no matter whether he be Turk, Jew, or 
Infidel. I may abhor their ideas, but must pity and 
love them for Jesus’s sake. I found the sacraments, 
covfession and communion, to giv me strength 
against the passions that poor humanity is heir to, 
in order to lead & pure, holy life, a “loving, spiritual 
life." Catholics must go often to confession and 
communion. Confession is not a matter of form. 
In order that our sins be forgiven, we must hav a 
hearty sorrow for our sins; we must hav a firm pur- 
pose of amendment, or else our confessions are bad, 
and it would be far better not to make them at all; 

- in fact, such confessions make people worse, and 
bring great calamities on themselvs and their fam- 
ilies. The true Catholic, when he goes on his knees 
and confesses to the priest, “the visible representa- 
tiv of Carist," though he tells his sins to the priest, 
and the priest givs him absolution, that absolution 
is of no avail unless the penitent felt that he was 
confessing to almighty God, telling the whole truth, 
and making a firm promis never to commit such sing 
again. This, you see,does away with the charge 
often made against Catholics, viz., “that they can 
commit any crime, and all they. hav to do is to go to 
the priest, giv him Bom» money, and he forgiva them 
all their sins.” R-diculous. ý 

I tell you, if I owned the state of Texas, and I 
was to givit to a priest on condition that he for- 
giv me a certain sin, it would avail me nothing un- 
less I was heartily sorry, and if I wronged my neigh- 
þor I would hav to maka reparation. 

Now, about the public school question. All the 
schooling I ever got was a few years in the public 
schoole. I never found anything objectionable in 
the old Sander's readers. And if Protestants would 
stop poking false history and matters calculated to 
excite prejadice into sahool. books, we would not hav 
so much excitement on this question. But no father 
wants his child to learn lies Oae day my boy had 
to get a history. When I came home he said, “Pa, 
I hav Parley’s Uaiversal Historv.” I was almost 
struck dumb. I had read so much about Parley’s 
vile stuff and to think that here it was put into the 
hands of my boy as truth—it aroused all the bitter 
feelings of my nature, for I wished my boy to be 
brought up loving and being loved in return by his 
schoolmates, but here was put into his hands an 
instrument -that would cause him to despise the 
practices of all that his forefathers held dear. Here 
was & book that would cause his schoolmates to 
despise him and his parents. I certainly went 


quickly to this teacher and forbade her to teach my: 


boy from that false bock. I certainly went to the 
man who sold my boy that book and made him return 
the money. Then do you wonder that Oatholics cry 
against public schools? : 

Again, I learned enough about the publie schools 
to know that there are books, pictures, and conversa- 
tion carried on there calculated to fill the mind with 
impurity, and Jet me tell you that the first thought 
of Catholic parents is to raise their children pure and 
undefiled. A pure mind helps to make a healthy 
body, a healthy body begets a healthy cffspring— 
one of the great causes of the rapid increase of 
Catholics in America. I tell you that if there had 
been & sufficient number of priests to watch and 
administer the sacraments and preach in the right 
tongue to all the Catholics who come to America, we 
would to-day hav in the United States 30 000 000 in 
place of 10000000. I hav traveled eight years 
amongst Southern people, selling Catholic literature. 
I found them noble, hospitable people. They came 
to Texas from all parts of the South. Three fourths 
of them are derived from old Irish stock; they are 
blood of my blood, and though they bear such 
names as O'Neal, O'Dougherty, McMahon, and hun- 
dreds of old Catholic names, they know nothing true 
of the religion of their fathers, Bo that millions are 
lost to the church. We shall at the last day hav to 
account to God of our stewardship. Where is the 
shepherd or shepherds to whom the loss of those 
millions are charged? I could in my poor way write 
you for hours, for days, of the beauties of the Ohris- 
tian doctrin, the religion of love. Though you pub 
lish horrible ideas in your paper I do not hate you. 
I will pray for you that the sscred heart of Jesus 
may giv you grace to see the truth. The friend who 
sends you. this can, if he likes, tell you that I am 
only a poor layman. I hav a horror of the non- 
belief in Jesus Christ, a horror of the teachings of 
your journal, for I find so much in it that is not 
true. I want you to publish all of this, or none. 
Praying that Christ may giv you the true light, 
Sincerely, Cras, Boyrs. 

San Antonio, July 7, 1890. 


SOME FAOTS ON THE SUBJECT. 
Hon. Jorn Jay in the Independent. 

The national incident occurring at Washington so 
soon after the centennial celebration and the inaugu- 
ration of a Roman university, to teach the canon law 
in all its antagonism to the Constitution and the 
common law, naturally recalls and emphasizes the 
bold experiment which seems to hav been accom- 
plished without demur, of inducing the president to 
lend to the inauguration the cffieial sanction of his 
presence, by professions of loyalty; and then cf 
placing him at the banquet, not in the seat of honor 
to which the executiv of the republic is accustomed 
and entitled, but in a second place, as subordinate 
toa Roman Canadian cardinal. The act presented 
prominently to the American people, although owing 
to the regrettable reserve of the press it is neither 
known nor appreciated by all Americans, the promi- 
nent antagonistic features of the Latin and American 
Civilizations, one of which is thus announced with 
singular clearness by the Civilta Cattolica, whose 
papal authority is beyond question: 

The | Roman] church is empowered to amend and to can- 
cel the civil laws or the sentences proceeding from a secular 
court whenever they may be in collision with the spiritual 
weal; and she has the faculty to check the abuse of the ex- 
ecutiv and of the armed forces, cr even to prescribe their 
employment whenever the requirements for the protection 
Of the Christian faith may require it. . Therefore, 
the civil ruler of a Christian people must be in subordination 
to me Christian priesthood and especially to the Roman 
pontiff. 


A THE RULER OF THE PRIESTS. 

The Rev. James McGoldrich, Roman Catholic Bishop of Duluth. 

“The lips of the p'iest shall keep knowledge and 
they shall seek the law at his mouth." The priest is 
the guardian of the sacraments, and if there be for his 
flock any proximate danger of sin, they are bound to 
warn them and prevent, if possible, the danger. 
But it must be remembered that the priest is a 
member of a living church, and that he cannot, ac- 
cording to his whims and fancies, make laws; his 
business is to act according to the laws made by the 
church, and interpret and condemn as she interprets 
and condemns. 


THE RIGHTFUL EMPEROR. 
Bull of Pope Gregory VII. 
He (the pope) alone has the right to assume em- 
pire. All nations must kiss his feet. 


WHAT THE PRESENT POPE THINEB ON THE SUBJEOT. 
Encyclical of Leo XIII. of Jam. 10, 1889. 

If the laws of the state are openly at variance 
with the law of God—if they irflot injury upon the 
church—if they clash with the dictates of religion, 
or set at naught the authority of Jesus Ohrist which 
ig invested in the supreme pontiff, then, indeed, it 
becomes a duty to resist them, a sin to render obe- 
dience. . Navy, it is a duty assigned by God 
to the church tò make resistance, if at any time the 
state does harm to religion, and to strive that the 
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virtue of the gospel shall influence the laws and 
institutions of peoples. There is no true 
and lawful authority except that which comes from 
God, the sovereign Lord of all, who slone has power 
to giv man authorivy over his fellow-man. E ur n 
Now, to declare what is the divine teaching is 
the function of the teaching church to whom God 
bas intrusted (he guurdianship and interpretation of 
his words. But the highest teacher in the cburch is 
the Roman pontiff. Hence, as the union of mind 
necessitates a perfect agreement in one faith, so it 
calls all wills to be perfectly submissiv and obedient 
to the church and the Roman pontiff as to God. 

. . The diminution and loss of Christian faith 
is shown most of all in the wronge which are too 
often done to the Catholic religion publicly and 
before the eyes of men—wrongs which an age that 
practiced religion would not suffer for a moment. 

———— 3278-9 9—————— 
Still Quibbling. : 

To rus Eprros or Tue Truts Suecur, Sir: My 
strictures on your criticiem of Lyman O. Howe I 
marked ad libitum, and did not really expect to see 
the letter printed. But what I write now I do ex- 
pect you to print. 

“ Quibbles” is your polite editorial heading. Let 
us see who is the quibbler. 

You now charge Mr. Howe with having had sit- 
tings with Mr. Reid for slate-writing prior to Novem- 
ber, 1889, * which," you say, “were in every case 
total failures, as he now tells us." 

It does not appear from the quotation you made 
from Mr. Howe in November, 1889, that prior to 
that time he had any sittings for slate-writing with 
the medium Reid. But writing in August, 1890, 
Mr. Howe says: “I hav had sittings with Waiter 
E. Reid for independant slate-writing. In evéry 
case it was a total failure." 

You now admit that you unintentionally garbled a 
quotation from the medium Reid, and mistakenly 


attributed it to Mr. Howe; but you insist that “the 


inadvertent substitution of the words ‘ were all’ for 
‘are’ in no wise changes the matter.” That depends 
on whether you are right in your present allegation, 
that Mr. Howe's sittings for slate-writing were 
before November, 1889. 

My criticism was based on the record produced by 
yourself, and I leave it to the reader whether there 
was any quibble on my part. 

If I had found in the * Ove Hundred and Forty- 
four Propositions Proved Affirmativly and Negativly 
from Scripture, Without Comment,” as bad a blunder 
as yours concerning Mr. Howe's alleged self- 
contradiction, I would hav felt mortified. 

In regard to yovr other blunder in comparing a 
private note of mine (which was itself an editorial 
indiscretion) with a public letter of Miss Wixon, I 
appeal to the record in Tue Trura Szzxrn for my 
vindication, and I cannot believe that even Miss 
Wixon herself will say that the statement you 
quoted from my private letter was inaccurate. 

Many years ago there was a tilt between the editor 
of the Zridune and a echoolmaster. The latter was 
sccused of using bad grammar. He, in turn, gave 
Mr. Dana, the managing editor, a countercharge. 
To this Mr. Dana replied personally saying that he 
was not the editor of the 77ibune ; and headded, “Tt 
is another person than me.” 

Tbere was grammar for you. And yet I consider 
Mr. Dana the ablest editor in the country. 

Moral: It is better to teach by example than by 
precept. Burr. 

A PanasLE..— There was a man once standing on 
the banks of the Mississippi river, and in one of the 
numerous eddies he saw a straw floating up stream ; 
and he went straightway throughout the world pro- 
claiming that the Mississippi river had changed its 
course aud ran north from the Gulf of Mexico nigh 
up to tke British possessions. But the world heeded 
him not. It knew better —Ep. T. S. 


— oro 


New England From 1620 to 1789. 


This was the period when the so-called “ blue laws" 
were most rigorously enforced, not only in Connecticut, 
with which tradition associates them, but in Massa- 
chusetts. In the former colony no food or lodging 
could be given to a Q iaker, Adamite, or other here- 
tie. No one could. run on the Sabbath day or walk 
in his garden or elsewhere, except reverently to and 
from meeting. No one could travel, cook victuals, 
make beds, sweep house, cut hair, or shave on the 
Sabbath day. No wonan could kiss her child on 
Sabbath or fasting day. Whoever brought cards 
into the colony paid a fine of £5. Noone could read 
the Book of Common Prayer, keep Obristmas or 
Saints’ Days, make minced pies, dance, play cards, or 
play on any instrument of music, except the trumpet, 
drum,and jewsharp. Liquor drinking was regulated, 
and the use of tobacco was tinkered incessantly. No 
one under twenty-one years, nor anyone not previously 
accustomed to it, could take tobacco without a physi- 
cian's certificate. No one could take it publicly in 
the streets or in the fields or woods, except ona 
journey of at least ten miles. Nor could anyone 
take it in any house in his town with more than one 
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other person taking it at the same time. 
injunction was leveled at tbe so-called “tobacco 
parliaments.”) About 1645 the Massachusetts mag- 
istrates were greatly troubied that the people would 
tell lies. The general court had already prohibited 
gaming, and now added bowling and the shv file-board 
-to other prohibited amusements. Plymouth Ool- 
ony prosécuted for mixed dancing, and Massachusetts 
forbade it in ordinaries at weddings. In 1650 domes- 
tio manners needed refining in the colonies as well as 
in the mother country. The Massachusetts general 
court forbade husbands to strike wives ; neither was 
the helpmate to lift her hand against the would-be 
master of her person. Still more anxious and assid- 
uous were the efforts to regulate dress, which in the 
view of colonial magistrates was meant not only to 
cover and protect people, but to classify them. But 
the sober costume in which New England men and 
women were ordered to sppear constantly tended to 
break out in @xtravagance of texture, form, or.color. 
The doublet was common to both sexes. Gentlemen 
wore it over a sleeved waistcoat, something like our 
jacket. The sleeves were often slashed and em- 

broidered, though such ornamentation was forbidden 

by statute. Falling bands at the neck were very 

common, and sometimes they were embroidered. A 
deep linen collar sometimes served in place of the 
bands. Trunk hose were worn and long stockings, 

with shoes tied or ornamented with rosets. A bea 

ver or felt hat covered the head. Embroidered 
gloves were almost essential to handsome dress ; 
gentlemen wore gauntlets, the wrist flaps richly 
figured or fringed. Swords were often suspended 

from elaborate shoulder belts. In spite of reiterated 
legal prohibitions, gold and silver lace was often 

seen. But the great majority dressed plainly. Any 
one of less estate than two hundred pounds was held 
to a strict account in the matter of clothes. The 
women under this rauk offended especially by wear. 

ing silk and tiffany hoods; they also wore broad. 

brimmed hats. Under the pointed stomacher and 

gown the women wore a patticoat either of woolen 
stuff or of rich silk or brocade, according to their 

station. The ruff had lately given place to a broad 
collar, plain or embroidered, falling over the shoul- 

ders. Leather clothing was much worn, by laborers 
especially. The taaned deerskin, which the Indians 
taught the colonists to prepare, served well for 
garments. Hampshire kerssys were used for com. 

mon wear. Monmouth caps and red Kent capes are 

mentioned among the articles used by the lower 

classes. A mandilion, or over jacket, was fastened 
with hooks and eyes. Their shoes had worden 

heels. The so called Irish stockings of the period 
were, apparently, not knit, but made of cloth. 

Bright hues were not approved of in any social class. 

When merchants ordered cloth from their London 

correspondents they were careful to specify “sad- 

colored stuffs.” 

Peccadilloes occupied a large part of the time of 
selectmen and county courts. In 1649 Reading 
fined three married women five shillings each for 
scolding. This was a common offense, according te 
judicial records. Oae Matthew Stanley was fined £5 
for winning the affections cf John Tarbox’s daughter 
without her parents’ consent. Connecticut, in 1636 
would not allow any young unmarried man to keep 
house, but Windsor in 1652 permitted Isaac Shelden 
and Samuel Rockwell to keep house together, “so 
they carried themselvs soberly and did not entertain 
idle persons by day or night." Husking often gave 
rise to a degree of festivness that worried the magis- 
trates. In Long Island, where the customs were 
very like those of New England, one James Chiches- 
ter, at a corn husking in 1661, found a red ear and 
said that he must kiss * Bette” Soudder. The dam- 
gel replied that she would * whip his brick." These 
endearments ended in a acvfiis, whereat Goody Soud- 
der interposed. The result was a summons before 
the town court and a fine of twelve shillings, with 
costs, for James, who probably eschewed red ears 
thereafter. 

——— — 99 9— ———— — . 

Colonel Ingersoll on Sunday Observanee. 

A Recent Interview in the Morning Journal, 

Col. Robert G. Ingersoll reclined in his swivel 
chair. yesterday afternoon looking comfortably cool 
in spite of the torrid weather, when a Journal re- 
porter called at his Wall street office. 

His cherubie face beamed with the milk of human 
kindness as he extended his hand in greeting, 
saying : 

* Now, Mr. Journal, if you hav not turned census 
enumerator and want to know all about my anatomy, 
Iam ready to talk to you." 

He settled himself for a chat, while the reporter 
assured him that all he wanted to know was his views 
on the workingmen's Sabbath and how it should be 


kept. 

AD righi,” said the colonel, genially, with a com- 
ical sigh of relief, * go ahead." 

Thus invited the reporter asked : 

« What do you think of the sacredness of the 
Sabbath ?" 

Colonel Ingersoll replied in his impressiv manner: 
. “I think all days, all times, and all seasons are 


(This last | alike sacred. I think the best day in a man’s life is 


the day that he was truly the happiest. Every day 
in which good is done to humanity is a holy day. 

“If I were to make a calendar of sacred days, I 
would put down the days in which the greatest in- 
ventions came to the mind of genius ; the days when 
rcattersd tribes became nations ; the days when good 
laws were passed; the days when bad ones were 
repealed ; the days when kings were dethroned and 
the people given their own. 

“In other words, every day in which good has 
been done; in which men and women hav truly 
fallen in love ; days in which babes were born des- 
tined to change the civilization of the world. These 
are all sacred days. Days on which men hav fought 
for the right, suffered for the right, died for the 
right; s days in which there were heroie actions 
for good. The day when slavery was abolished in 
the United States is holier than any Sabbath by 
reason of ‘ divine consecration.’ 

“ Of course, I care nothing about the sacredness 
of the Sabbath because it was ballowed in the Old 
Testament, or because on that day Jehovah is said 
to hav rested from his labors. A space of time can 
not be sacred, any more than a vacuum can be 
sacred, and it is rendered sacred by deeds done in it, 
and not in and of itself. 

“Tf we should finally invent some means of travel- 
ing by which we could go a thousand miles a day, a 
man could escape Sunday all his life by traveling 
west. He could start Monday, and stay in Monday all 
the time. Or, if he should some time get near the 
North Pole, he could walk faster than the earth 
turns, and thus beat Sunday all the while." l 

“Should not the museums and art galleries be 


-thrown open to the workingmen free on Sunday ?” 


asked the Journal, 

“Undoubtedly. In all civilized countries this is 
done, and I believe it would be done in New York, 
only it is said that money has been given on condi- 
tion that the museums should be kept closed on 
Sunday. I hav also heard it said that large sums 
will be withheld by certain old people who hav the 
prospect of dying in the near future, if the museums 
are opened on Sunday. 

“ This, however, seems to me a very poor and shal- 
low excuse. Money should not be received under 
such conditions. One of the curses of our country 
hes been the giving of gifts to religious colleges on 
certain conditions. As, for instance, the money given 
to Andover by the original founder on the condition 
that o certain creed be taught, and other large 
amounts hay been given on a like condition. Now, 
the result of this is that the theological professor 
must teach what these donors hav indicated or go 
out of the institutior; or—and this last ‘or’ is 
generally the trouble—teach what he does not 
believe, endeavoring to get around it by giving new 
meanings to old words. 

“T think the cause of intellectual progress has 
been much delayed by these conditions put in the 
wills of supposed benefactors, so that after they are 
dead they can rule people who hav the habit of being 
alive. In my opinion & corpse is a poor ruler, and 
after a man is dead he should keep quiet. 

* Of course all that he did will liv, and should be 
allowed to hav its natural effect. If he was a great 
inventor or discoverer, or if he uttered great truths, 
these became the property of the world; but he 
should not endeavor, after he is dead, to rule the 
living, by conditions attached to gifts. 

* All the museums and libraries should be opened, 
not only to the workingmen, but to all others. If 
to see great paintings, great statues, wonderful 
works of art; if to read the thoughts of the great- 
est men—if these things tend to the civilization of 
the race, then they should be put as nearly as pos- 
sible within the reach of all. 

“The man who works eight or ten or twelve hours 
a day has no time during the six days of labor to 
visit libraries or museums. Sunday is his day of 
leisure, his day of recreation, and on that day he 


| should hav the privilege, and he himself should 


deem it a right, to visit all the public libraries and 
museums, parks and gardens. 

* In other words, I think the laboring man should 
hav the same rights on Sunday, to say the least of 
it, that wealthy people hav on other days. The man 
of wealth has leisure. He can attend these places 
on any day he may desire; but necessity being the 
master of the poor man, Sunday is his one day for 
such a purpose. For men of wealth to close the 
museums and libraries on that day shows that they 
hav either a mistaken idea as to the well-being of 
their fellow-men, or that they care nothing about 
the rights of any except the wealthy. — 

“Personally, I hav no sort of patience with the 
theological snivel and drivel about the sacredness of 
the Sabbath. I do not understand why they do not 
accept the words of their own Christ, namely, that 
‘the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath.’ 

“ The hypocrits of Judea were great sticklers for 
the Sabbath, and the orthodox Christians of New 
York are exactly the same. My own opinion is that 
a man who has been at work all the week, in the 


dust and heat, can hardly afford to waste his Sun- 
day in hearing an orthodox sermoz—as sermon that 
givB bim the cheerful intelligence that his chances 
for being damned are largely in the majority. 

*I think it far better for the workingman to get 
acquainted with his family, to go out into the park, 
into the woods, up to some Garman garden, where 
he can hear the music of Wagner, or even the walizes 
of Strauss, or to take a boat and go down to the 
shore of the sea. I think that in summer a few 
waves of the ocean are far more refreshing than all 
the orthodox sermons of the world. 

“As a matter of fact, I believe the preachers leave 
the city in the summer and let the devil do his 
worst. Whether it is believed that the devil has 
less power in warm weather, I do not know. But I 
do know that, as the mercury rises, the anxiety about 
souls decreases, and the hotter New York becomes 
the cooler hell seems to be. 

“T want the workingman, no matter what he 
works at—whether at doctoring people or trying 
lawsuits or running for office—to kava real good 
time on Sunday. He, of course, must be careful not 
to interfere with the rights of cthers. He ought not 
to play draw poker on the steps of a church. 

“Neither should he stone a Chinese funeral, nor 
go to any excesses ; but all the week long he should 
hav it in his mind: ‘Next Sunday I am going to hav 
a good time. My wife and I and the children are 
going to hav a happy time. Iam going out with the 
girl I like? Or, ‘My young man is going to take me 
to the picnic.’ And this thought, and this hope, of 
having a good time on Sunday—of seeing some great 
pictures up at the Metropolitan Art Gallery —together 
with a good many bad ones—will make work easy 
and lighten the burden on the shoulders of toil. 

“I take a great interest, too, in the working- 
women—particularly in the working. women. I think 
every working-man should see to it that every 
working-woman has a good time Sunday. I am no 
preacher. All I want is that everybody should enjoy 
himself in such a way that he will not, and does not, 
interfere with the enjoyment of others. 

“Tt will not do to say that we cannot trust the peo- 
ple. Our government is based upon the idea that 
the people can be trusted, and those who say that 
the workingmen cannot be trusted do not believe in 
republican or democratic institutions. 

“For one, I am perfectly willing to trust the work: 
ing people of the country. I do, every day. I 
trust the engineers on the cars and steamers. I: 
trust the builders of houses. I trust all laboring 
men évery day of my life, and if the laboring people 
of the country were not trustworthy—if they were 
malicious or dishonest—life would not be worth 
living.” 

Thanking Mr. Ingersoll in the name of a million 
readers, the reporter departed from the smiling 
presence of the great advosate. 

— — 9$ 9— —— ———- 
Helen and We Feel Bad But Thankful. 
From Libertv, B. R. Tucker's Anarchist Organ, 

The editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER is not a very acute or 
penetrating thinker. The subject of social reform he under- 
stands about as deeply as that other Liberal light, Helen 
Gardener. Here is what he says in a recent issue: ‘‘ Mr. 
Dana, of the New York Sun, in a two-line editorial, lays 
down this rule for acquiring a worldly competence: ‘ One 
rule for getting rich is to mind your own business.’ Mr. 
Pentecost of the Twentieth Century has found another 
method. He says: ‘ When poor people will no longer be- 
come policemen nor soldiers, then poor people will be free ; 
avd when poor people are free, they will be no longer poor.’ 
If the Sun’s rule is true, why are not all those who do mind 
their own business above want; and if Mr. Pentecost’s 
words are true, why are not all who abstain from joining the 
army and the police force in the same condition? Is it pos- 
sible that both philosophers are wrong?” No, both philos- 
ophers are right. If the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER un- 
derstood their meaning, he would not regard the two state- 
ments as different, but would see that they both express the 
same idea. Those who do mind their own business are nat 
above want simply because other people interfere with them 
and plunder and enslave them.. ‘If everybody determined to 
mind his own business, there would be no involuntary pov- 
erty in the world, and this is what Mr. Dana theoretically 
recommends, though practically he favors a thousand and 
one governmental villainies. Those who abstain from join- 
ing the army and police force are not above want, becanse 
those who do not so abstain are ready to enforce the restric- 
tions and tyrannical demands of the meddlers and loafers 
who wish to liv at other people's expense. If nobody joined 
the army and police force, the pretended saviors of society 
could not enforce their wishes, and everybody would hav 
his due. . . 

— oe s 

Waar strikes us most in considering the medieval 
tortures, is not so much their diabolical barbarity, 
which it is indeed impossible to exaggerate, as the 
extraordinary variety, and what may be termed the 
artistic skill, they displayed. They represent a con- 
dition of thought in which men had pondered long 
and carefully on all the forms of suffering, had com- 
pared and combined the different kinds of torture, 
till they had become the most consummate -masiers 
of their art, had expended on the subjsct all the re- 
sources of the utmost ingenuity, and had pursued it 
with the ardor of a passion. . In every prison 
the crucifix and the rack stood side by side, and in 
almost every country the abolition of torture was at 
last effected by a movement which the church op- 
posed, and by men whom she had coursed. —Lecky. 
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What They Say Abont The Pieture Book 
Prom San Francisco Freethought. 

The ,Truth Seeker Company's “ Pictorial Text-Book” 
comes pretty near being the greatest thing of the age. It 
contains about two hundred full-page pictures and the same 
number of pages of reading matter, making nearly four hun- 
dred pages in all, of thesize of Freethought. The picture of 
Watson Heston as a frontispiece does questionable justice to 
the handsome Missourian, but is fine-looking, nevertheless. 
What adds doubly to the value of the illustrations is the text 
appearing opposit each and giving the picture fresh signifi. 
cance. The editor has drawn on something like two hundred 
&uthorities to justify the artist, and in so doing brings to- 
gether a formidable collection of sentiment against the Chris- 
tian church and its claim to being a divine and beneficent in- 
stitution. The price of the book is two dollars, and it is 
worth five. 


As several purchasers of the ‘' Pictorial Text-Book” 
desired some blank leaves inserted therein to enable them to 
make annotations or record thoughts, a small part. Of the 
edition has been printed with such additions. Those who 
desire the book with these extra pages hav only to express 


the wish when ordering. 
—— oO 


The Secular Union’s Allies and Enemies. 


By the reasoning of the God-in-the-Constitution- 
ists, as set forth by their organ, the Christian States- 
man, the American Secular Union has innumerable 
allies, the good faith of some of whom, however, we 
are disposed to question. But let the Statesman 
hav its say; its frank avowal of treason to American 
political principles will perhaps arouse some of our 
friends who are resting in security : 


* For many years we hav published, from time to time, 
the ‘Demands of Liberalism,’ as formulated by Francis E 
Abbot, and held forth by the Liberal League as a declara- 
tion of its principles and aims. The Liberal League ceased 
to exist several years ago, but we hav used its famous ‘ de- 
mands’ as a frank, explicit, and ringing statement of the 
ends toward which a portion of our citizens are steadily 
striving to carry the American people. These ‘ demands’ 
having appeared again in one of our recent issues, we hav 
received a note from Miss Ida C. Craddock, corresponding 
secretary of the American Secular Union, calling attention 
to the fact that this society, which is the organized repre. 
sentativ to-day of the same principles and tendencies, has a 
somewhat different platform, and requesting us to publish 
it. This we very gladly do, for a chief end of the publica- 
tion of the Christian Statesman is to inform the American 
people concerning this well-defined secular tendency in our 
government, and to arouse them to resist it. We recognize 
that the issue between us is more accurately defined by the 
new title, ‘Secular Union,’ than by the name, ‘The Liberal 
League,’ for the latter term implies an accusation—that 
Christianity is illiberal—which we deny. The word ‘ Secu- 
lar,’ on the other hand, describes a system which belongs to 
this world alone, without ary reference to another world, or 
a divine spirit. (National Reform Manual, page 161. ) This 
purely godless, or Atheistic state—we use the word A theistic 
in no offensiv sense—is the system which the Secular Union 
is seeking to establish on American soil. How grave is the 
revolution which it seeks to effect can be judged from the 
platform, which we wish all American citizens would 
thoughtfully ponder. As the Union is soon to hold its an- 
nual meeting at Portsmouth, O., this publication of jts 
principles will be found opportune. It is as follows: 

‘ f PLATFORM OF THE AMERIOAN 8EOULAR UNION. 

*** We advocate:—1. The equitable taxation of church 
property in common with other property. 

** * 9, The total discontinuance of religious instruction and 


worship in the public schools, and especially the reading of 
any Bible. 


“<3. The repeal of all laws enforcing the observance of 
Sunday as a religious institution, rather than an economic 
one, justified by physiological and other secular reasons. 

“4. The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational end charitable institutions of a secta- 
rian order. 

** 5. The abolition of ecclesiastical chaplaincies paid out 
of the public treasury. 

* * 6; The discontinuance of the practice of the appoint- 
ment by the president of the United States and the govern- 
ors of the several states of religious festivals and fasts. 

“<7, The substitution of a solemn affirmation, under the 
pains and penalties of perjury, in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government, in place of the common 
form of a judicial oath. 

*'**8, The defense through the courts of any American 
citizen whose equal religious and political rights are denied, 
or who is oppressed on account of any opinions he may hav 
held or expressed on the subject of religion. 

** t 9, The promulgation by all peaceable and orderly means, 
of the great principles of religious liberty and equal rights, 
devotion to truth for its own sake, and universal brother- 
hood on the ground of a common humanity; and the pro- 
tection of the state from encroachments of the church.’ 

‘The strength of the Secular movement is not to be 
judged from the number of members in the Secular Union, 
or from the size of its conventions, any more than the 
strength of our national Christianity js to be judged from 
the numbers embraced in the National Reform Association. 
The American Sentinel represents a body of Christian peo- 
ple, the Seventh Day Adventists, who hav ardently espoused 
the Secular theory and are propagatiug it with extraordinary 
diligence. "They hav also organized a society—the Religious 
Liberty Association. Many other Christian people, includ- 
ing many ministers of religion, are intelligent and thorough- 
going Secularists in their political beliefs. Multitudes are 
misled by the appeal to our written Constitution in its silence 
concerning God and the Christian religion. All who advo- 
cate a purely Secular education in our public schools range 
themselvs on the same side, for the school molds the nation 
and is intended to do so, and the objection which avails to 
rule the idea of God out of the school. house will avail to 
abolish chaplaincies and Thanksgiving proclamations, and 
eliminate every religious idea from our national life. All 
who seek to base our Sabbath laws and the Sabbath observ- 
jng usages of our government on purely Secular or humani- 
tarian considerations, without reference to the author of the 
Sabbath, are arguing to the same result. 'The issue joined 
jn these discussions is simply this: Hav we as a nation any 
God to whom we pray and whose law we acknowledge? It 
is the gravest, deepest, farthest.reaching issue which has 
ever arisen in our history. The right answer to great prac- 
tical questions which are pressing on the nation depends on 
the right settlement of this underlying issue, and the fact 
that these practical questions hav arisen and cannot be 
shoved aside indicates that the decision of this deeper ques- 
tion cannot be much longer postponed.” 


The Seventh Day Adventists, through the Sentinel, 
are good allies in working for some of our Damands. 
But their Religious Liberty Association holds the fol- 
lowing principles : 

* 1. We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 


‘*2. We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor 
traffic as & curse to society. 


* 3. We believe in supporting the civil government, and 
submitting to its authority. 


** 4. We deny the right of any civil government to legislate 
on religious questions. 


‘*5. We believe i: is the right, and should be the privilege, 


of every man to worship according to the dictates of his own 
conscience. 


** 6. We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful 
and honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the 
civil government; that we and our fellow.citizens may 
enjoy the inestimeble blessings of both religious and civil 


liberty." . 

The religion of Jesus Christ is the religion which 
actuates the people who persecute the Seventh Day 
Adventists, and they find their justification in the 
Bible, which makes God sovereign of the universe, 
and Jesus to be God, who commanded, “But those 
mine enemies, which would not tbat I should reign 
over them, bring hither and slay them before me.” 
For our part, we cannot see why anybody should 
believe in s religion like that. 

In the third “believe,” the Adventists are a little 
hypoeritiesl. They do not really believe in submit- 
ting to the authority of government, for they are 
constantly resisting its right to imprison them for 
refusing to observe Sunday. In this, they hav our 
hearty benediction and aid whenever such can be 
rendered. 

The remainder of their “believes” are right 
enough, though they might broaden the fifth by in- 
serting the words “or not worship." A very appar- 
ent difference between the Adventists and the Secu- 
larists, or Freethinkers, is that we are contending 
for others’ rights as well as for our own. 

. Of our other allies, as defined by the Statesman, 
we hav grave suspicions. There may be some 
“ Ohristian people, including many ministers of re- 
ligion,” who talk very fairly about our Demands, but 
there are very few who will do more than talk. They 
do not attend our conventions, read our journals, 
circulate petitions against Blair bille, giv money to; 


send documents to legisiatures, talk to a es dum I. uL 
committees, or do any of the work necessary in this 
fight for equal rights. The one or two brilliant ex- 
ceptions we recolleot were M. J. Savage and Dr. Mo. 
Glynn at, the Union's last congress, and even they 
tiptoed i in, said their splendid says, and tiptoed out 
again, as though a little afraid of the company they 
were keeping. They were there, we thought, more 
from good will for the Union's president than be- 
cause they felt hearty sympathy with the Union’s 
work. 

There are a good many, too, who advocate nepara- 
tion of church and state as a “ glittering generality,” 
but who look with complacency upon the employ- 
ment of cheplaing in the legislature; or, at least, we 
never heard them protest egainst it. They may 
hold our sentiments in a dilettant sor of way, but 
their coats are not off and sleeves rolled up for the 
work of prepagating them. Abstractly and intel- 
lectually they are with us; but their influence goes 
for our opponents. 

The National Reformers, however, are the logical 
folk. The Adventists, in clinging to the Christian 
religion and refusing to carry it into all parts of their 
life—political as well ss social—fall short of being 
real Christians. But it isa fault much worthier of 
praise than the National Reformers’ virtues. The 
Natienal Reformers would, if they could, make us 
virtual slaves to the priesthood, for everywhere, in all 
religions, the word of God means the will of the men 
the people elect to explain that word. Happily, the 
tendency of the times is toward Secularistic prin- 
ciples, and if the country could only be aroused to ac- 
tion upon the subject there need be little fear of the 
result. But the fanatics will, ere this is socomplished, 
do a vast deal of damage, and for this reason every 
Freethinker with the courage of his convictions 
should attend the Secular Union Congress and help 
emphasize the protest against ecclesiastical encroach- 
ment upon our civil liberties. Lat us hav a Congress 
the size of which will be some indicaticn of the 
atrength of purely Secular principles. 

—_——_—.2- + 
Idaho’s Test Oath. 

The Seventh Dsy Adventists and Baptists discern 
trouble ahead for themselvs in Idaho as a result of 
the test oath designed for the purpose of disfran- 
chising Mormons. They find that the cath, when 
strictly adhered to, will disfranchise them as well. 
The part of the oath which voters must take, and 
objected to by them, reads: 

"Idoswear . . that I do not and will not, publicly 
or privately, or in any manner whatever, teach, advise, 
counsel, or encourage any person to commit the crime of 
bigamy or polygamy, or any other crime defined by law, either 
as a religious duty or otherwise.” 

The Seventh Day people claim that this will reach 
them, inasmuch as Sabbath, or Sunday, breaking is 
usually defined by lawasacrime ; and that they teach, 
counsel, advise, and encourage Ssturday-keeping, and 
therefore Sunday-breaking, as a religions duty. 
Alonzo T. Jones, one of their most vigorous writers, 
giva in the American Sentinel a forcibleillustration of 
what they mean. “There is a strong demand being 
made on all legislativ bodies, from Congress to the 
legislature of Idaho, that laws shall be enacted com. 
pelling everybody to observe Sunday, and making ita 
crime to do any work on that day. Now, there are 
a considerablenumber of people in the United States, 
and there sre some in Idaho— Seventh Day Advent- 
ists, and Seventh Day Baptists—who do not recognize 
Sunday as a day to be observed in any way different 
from any other working day. They work on that 
day. They teach that it is right to work on that 
day. Yet, if the state of Idaho should enact such a 
Sunday law, as is demanded by those who are work. 
ing for Sunday laws everywhere, this test oath 
would disfranchise every Seventh Day Adventist and 
every Seventh Day Baptist in the state—not for any- 
thing that is wrong, nor for anything that injures a 
soul on earth, but simply because Sunday laws make 
a crime of honest work; and these people from hon- 
est conviction would work on Sunday, even though 
the law prohibited it. For nearly a year, Tennessee 
has been carrying on a series of persecutions of 
some of these people for committing such a 
heinous crime es plowing corn and hoeing po- 
tatoes on Sunday. "Tennessee has no such test 
oath.as Idaho. If she had, every Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist, every Seventh Day Baptist, and every Jew 
who stood by his honest convictions would be dis- 
franchised. Idaho has the test oath, but we believe 
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has not as yet any such Sunday law. If Idaho 
should adopt such a Sunday.law as "Tennessee, 
or should Tennessee adopt such a test oath 
as Idaho, then it would soon be seen that such 
a test oath accomplishes a great deal more than was 
contemplated when that oath was made a part of the 

‘law. And it would be a great injustice too. To 
work on Sunday is not a crime, and never can 
properly be made a crime, and therefore to disfran- 
chise whole peoples for Sunday labor would be itself 
8 crime against society.” 

All this, it sesms to us, is true ; and it occurs to 
us also that the Freethinkers are in the same boat. 
It is true that Infidels do not teach as a religious 
duty that labor on Sunday is particularly righteous, 
but they do teach that it is just as righteous as 
working on:any day. This they do from a common- 
sense standpoint, which would come under the 
statutory description of "otherwise" than as a relig- 

- ious duty. Therefore, if Idaho shall. by law define 
labor on Sunday as a crime, and disfranchise all who 
advise, teach, counsel or encoursge it, the Free. 
thinkers of the state, and they are Jegion, will hav to 
be hypoerits or be classed with Mormons and 
deprived of their voting rights. 

So it is with a great many other things which are 
artificially made crimes by legislation. In some 
states, like New Jersey, for instance, speaking con- 
tumeliously of Ohrist is blasphemy, and blasphemy 
is a crime. Yet there sre thousands-of Freethink- 
ers, particularly in the boundless West, who, to 
destroy the superstitions clustered around that 
individual, do speak of Christ in just that manner, 
and example is the greatest of sll encouragement. 
But supposing Idaho should borrow New Jersey's 
blasphemy law! Another artificial crime is selling 
beer. Per se, there is nothing criminal in selling 
beer, but it is clear that under this test oath, and 
with a prohibitory law, beer sellers would be dis- 
franchised, and so would all anti-prohibitionists 
who advised resistance to the Jaw. Sumptuary 
laws make artificial crimes, and dozens of other 
legal regulations erect into crimes acts which in 
themselvs are perfectly harmless. 

The oath, therefore, very plainly goes too far. 
If it should be rigorously administered, the voters 
of Idaho wquld be diminished to an extremely 
small proportion of the population. Most people 
objeot to some one or another of their state's 
statutes, and suppose Anarchists Tucker and Pen- 
tecost, who object to all laws, should move out to 
Idaho—why, two of the most intelligent and best 
citizens of the state couldn't geb within miles of the 
polls ! 

oe aaa 
Editorial Notes. 

Ir is remarkable, says the Denison Gazetteer, that in this 
country of boasted religious liberty, Christians use the civil 
courts to prosecute other Christians who insist upon obeying 
the Bible by working six days and resting on the seventh. 
Men hav actually been fined and imprisoned in Arkansas 
and Tennessee, by Christian judges and juries, for this. 


AN insane girl in this city stole her sisters savings, 
amounting to over seven hundred dollars, and put them into 
a church contribution-box. The priest refuses to refund the 
cash, and the courts must be appealed to. The sister is à poor 
working girl, and, considering the circumstances, the priest 
must be awarded the palm as the meanest man in the city. 


AT the State Fair at Syracuse, last week, Chauncey Mitch- 
ell Depew made & speech to the farmers, and held their 
English brother up to pity because he ''first pays the 
Jandlord, then the parson, then the government, before there 
is any left for himself.” As long as the farmer of this state 
pays the taxes on over a hundred millions of exempt church 
property we do not see where he has much the advantage of 
his English peer. 


Tue New South Wales legislativ assembly has rejected, by 
thirty-two votes to eleven, a motion ''that in the opinion of 
the House it is desirable that the business upon each sitting 
day be opened with prayer.” The New South Wales Parlia- 
ment is wise, says Mrs. Besant, who givs a description of 
how the prayer business works in her own country. She 
says: " Anything more comically absurd than the opening 
of our Commons House, as seen from the lofty eyrie of the 
ladies’ gallery, it would be hard to find. Half a dozen 
elderly gentlemen dotted over a bare expanse of seats; one 
with his face pushed into his hat, as though shortsightedly 
studying the maker’s name. Another balanced on his seat 
on his knees, with his legs stuck straight out behind him, 
the soles of his boots offering themselvs, apparently, for the 
bastinado. A third grasping his forehead with one hand 
and hie elbow with the other, seemingly in the throes of an 
overpowering headache. And then the funny. little duet be- 
tween speaker and chaplain, accentuating tbe crying absurd- 
ity of the whole Ceremony. Tae colonists do ey not to 
begin with prayers which nobody cares for.” 


Tu Ponderous Mind of the Independent was last directed 
to the consideration of the Important Question whether or 
not Jesus ever slept. The Masterful Conclusion was: ‘‘ We 
hav no doubt that, being a man, and, as such, subject to the 
usual laws of our common humanity, he often slept and 
woke, and that sleep with him was just what it is with other 
men. His divinity did not supersede this necessity, or make 
the sleep any the less real. Like all other men, he needed 
sleep for physical recuperation.” The Ponderous Mind 
evidently has slid back about fifteen or sixteen centuries to 
the time of the ‘‘ Christian Fathers" who used to write long 
essays on Jesus’s personal habits and general physical con- 
formation. 


UP here in New York the Republicans want to apply an 
educational test to voters in order to disfranchise several 
thousand ignorant Irishmen who vote the Democratic ticket. 
Down in Mississippi the Democrats propose to apply thesame 
test to keep from the polls several thousand negroes who hav 
contracted the habit of voting the Republican ticket. The 
joke of it is that in New York the Democrats denounce the 
scheme 88 unconstitutional, against American principles, 
and outrageous in its invasion of human rights. In Missis- 
sippi, however, they hold it to be none of these things. 
The Republicans, of course, reverse the reasoning. All of 
which is instructiv, though Jevons and Mill would probably 
find somewhere a flaw in the logic. 


Tar Democrats of Kansas hav nominated ex-Governor 
Chas. Robinson, whom the preachers are pelting with the 
epithet, ‘‘ Infidel,” for governor. One plank of their. plat- 
form is as follows: ‘We deplore the tendency manifested 
by the preacher politicians who pose as the leaders of the 
Republican party in this state toward ecclesiasticism in the 
management of public affairs, which would make religious 
belief the test of eligibility for political preferment, and 
declare our unalterable opposition thereto.” Another plank 
reads as follows: ‘‘ We believe that prohibition has brought 
upon the people of the state incalculable evils, and has 
tended to produce as its legitimate result perjury and brib- 
ery; has corrupted the very foundations of justice by a 
system of hired spies, and made at times our courts a dis- 
grace in the administration of public justice.” 


In a sermon two weeks ago, Dr. Thomas, of Chicago, 
read an extract from a Roman Catholic journal calling the 
public schools of that city ** dens of vice and immorality,” 
and advising that ‘‘ they be allowed to go where they sprang 
from—the devil.” Dr. Thomas’s comment upon this was, 
“ I wonder why so many of their young ladies are allowed 
to teach in our public schools,” a reflection which led a lay 
brother to remark to his neighbor that fully one-third of all 
the female teachers in Chicago were Roman Catholics. This 
proportion is under rather than over the proportion in New 
York, and if the schools are not redeemed from Catholic 
political rule they will be broken up. We heard the other 
day of a little girl sent to a public school. who returned home 
declaring she would not go again, the teacher talked and 
acted so. It’s a nice condition the Catholics hav reduced 
the city to! 


Tue religion-in-the-schools question is constantly coming 
up, here, there, and everywhere. This time it is in Ohio. 
The Cleveland World says: ‘‘ When State School Commis. 
sioner Hancock returns to Columbus from his trip to Cald- 
well and other points in the eastern part of the state he will 
be asked to decide a question of religion in the common 
schools, which came in his mail yesterday. It comes from a 
town in the Western Reserve and is propounded by a parent 
who objects to having the scriptures read in the presence of 
his children. The teacher to whom they are sent, he says, 
persists in devoting & portion of each day to scriptural 
reading, and as his children are compelled to be present, 
according to the schoolroom rule, or be reprimanded, he 
demands to, know whether he cannot legally withdraw his 
children during this hour. We hope Mr. Hancock will be 
equal to the emergency and settle the question for that 
school finally by ordering all religious exercises to be 
discontinued.” 


** CHRISTIAN civilization " is supposed by Christians to be 
in full bloom in this country. Here is a specimen of it as 
developed by the Rev. Mr. Lansing, of Worcester, Mass.: 
* Mr. Lansing read statistics showing that in 1885, out of 
110,000 young girls in Massachusetts, 70,000 were working 
in factories for wages which averaged from $2 10 to $4.50 
per week. At the end of each instance he asked if the wages 
were too low. Then he said that a gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance told him that & pretty young girl came to his 
place of business one day and asked for work asa seamstress. 
The gentleman inquired what she had been getting, and she 
told him, remarking that it would not pay her board. She 
asked for higher wages, ‘ for,’ said she, ‘must I go out on 
the street and sell myself? I must do it or starve if I do not 
receive larger wages.’ Another gentleman,” continued the 
speaker, ** told me of a girl who went to another man with 
a similar request. He told her how to make more money. 
He ought to be hanged for what he told her, and he will be 
eternally damned for it.” 


Tux ex-reverend Hugh O. Pentecost has been obliged to 
take a cheaper hall in this city for his winter's lectures 
because of the falling off of contributions; and there is no 
doubt, he says, that this decrease is the result of his t grow- 
ing radicalism during the past year." We are very sorry for 
Mr. Pentecost, but hope he will keep on growing, notwith- 
standing. There is no man whose menta) development we 
hav watched with more interest, and if we hav sometimes 
thought he was dragging his anchor and drifting beyond 


soundings, the spectacle has afforded us none the less grati- 
fication. As an example of the extremest of the extreme 


'individualists he is invaluable to the world. His aggressiv- 


ness is so mingled with passivness—at the same time a John 
Brown and a Tolstoi; his logic is so mixed up with 
sentiment ; his hatred of ‘monopolies is so plainly fed by the 
very individualistic arguments that support them in their 
selfishness ; he is so contradictory and yet so earnest, that we 
doubt if even philosopher Stephen Pearl Andrews could 
reconcile his teachings. But the realm of liberty is infinit ; 
let him grow. One who is not an Anarchist can only stand 
aside and admire; he should not attempt to criticise until 
Mr. Pentecost’s anchor takes hold and he fetches up. 
~ * For he is great who fronts all shame, 
And dares to name it by its name, 


Yet feels his breast burn warm for those . 
Hard struggling in temptation’s throes.” 


A Mz. HvuronrNe was “ ordained” as a preacher in Brook- 
lyn & few days ago. At the ceremony Dr. Armitage said 
Mr. Hutchins was going to California, ‘‘ among giants in 
intellect, among cultured people. He should not argue 
with Infidelity and the defectiv thought he might meet. 
An Infidel never in the world was converted by argument. 


`“ Put the golden trumpet of the gospel to your lips and blow 


with all your might.'" The Brooklyn friend, Mr. Edwards 
Rousseau, who sends thereport of the proceeding, explains : 
“ My only purpose in afflicting you with it is to call your 
attention to & paragraph [the above] I hav marked. You 
will observe that Dr. Armitage told Mr. Hutchins that the 
people of California ‘ were giants in intellect; and warned 
the youthful Mr. Hutchins not to ‘ argue with Infidelity and 
the defectiv thought he might meet. In other words, he 
told Mr. Hutchins to giv George E. Macdonald and Samuel 
Putnam à wide berth if he did not wish to get knocked out. 
Mr. Armitage’s ‘ pawkiness’ is only equaled by his impu- 
dence in calling thought other than his own *defectiv. But 
then, Mr. Armitage isa man of God, a ‘ Reverend,’ with a 
big R, aye, even & * D.D.,' with two big D's, and of course 
when he says Infidelity is defectiv thought. why, that should 
settle the matter off-hand, and such intellectual infants as 
Ingersoll, Bradlaugh, Macdonald, e£ al, should hide their 
diminished heads. They hav never studied the science by 
which the impossible is demonstrated, and so it is exceeding 
cheeky in them to hav any thoughts of their own, even if 
their thoughts are worthless and‘ defectiv.’ In all kindness 
I advise them to join the Baptist church fold, of which the 
meek and modest Dr. Armitage is shepherd. His thought,, 
not being defectiv, will be of almost inestimable value to 
them. Kneeling at his feetand basking in the sunlight of his 
intellectuality, they will be brought to see the error of their 
ways and the perfection of his. But as ‘an Infidel never in 
the world was converted by argument,’ I suppose they hav 
the infinit impudence to think they know at least as much a8 
a reverend gentleman, who, in acquiring a knowledge of 
theology, had the major portion of his common sense edu- 
cated out of him. And so I shall leave your witty brother 
and his companions in sin to their fate, which I strongly 
suspect will be ours also.” 


Snor Senator John J. Ingalls of Kansas uttered his famous 
Agnostic eulogy of a dead brother senator he has been under 
pressure from the church to conceal his sentiments. His 
latest eulogy, of Senator Beck, is & queer specimen of ora- 
torical straddle— of a desire to stick to facts and at the same 
time keep his political fences up in the church. The follow- 
ing are some of his sentences pronounced in the Senate, 
August 28th: '* The proscription [of death] extends alike to 
the individual and the type. Nations die and races expire. 
Humanity itself is destined to extinction. Sooner or later it 
is the instruction of science that the energy of the earth will 
be expended, and it will become incapable of supporting 
life. A group of feeble and pallid survivors in some shel- 
tered valley in the tropics will behold the sun sink below 
the horizon and the pitiless stars glitter in the midnight 
sky. The last man will perish, and the sun will rise upon 
an earth without un inhabitant. Its atmosphere, its seas, 
its life and heat, will vanish. and the planet will be an idle 
cinder uselessly spinning in its orbit. There is an intel- 
ligence so vast and enduring that the flaming intervals 
between the birth and death of universes is no more than 
the flash of fireflies above the meadows of summer; & 
colossal power by which these stupendous orbs are launched 
in the abyss, like bubbles blown by a child in the morning 
sun, and whose sense of justice and reason cannot be less 
potential than those immutable statutes that are the law of 
being to the creatures he has made, and which compel them 
to declare that if the only object of creation is destruction, 
if infinity is the theater of an uninterrupted series of irrepa- 
rable calamities, if the final cause of life is death, then time 
is an inexplicable tragedy, and eternity an illogical and inde- 
fensible catastrophe. No, Mr. President, this obsequy is for 
the quick and not Yor the dead. It is not an inconsolable 
lamentation. It isa strain of triumph. It is an affirmation 
to those who survive, that, as our departed associate, con- 
templating at the close of his life the monument of good 
deeds he had erected, more enduring than brass and loftier 
than the pyramids of kings, might exclaim with the Roman 
poet, ‘ Non omnis moriar, so, turning to the silent and un. 
known future, he could rely with just and reasonable con- 
fidence upon that most impressiv and momentous assurance. 
ever delivered to the human race, ‘ He that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he liv; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die." If the earth is to 
be extinguished by natural causes, and if the future is un- 
known, why should a belief in Christ be looked upon as a 
reasonable assurance that man will never die? Asan Ag- 
nostic Christian Mr. Ingalls is not a success. He is too 
much of the first to be good as the second. 
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—— Mutters from friends. 


ASPEN, CoL., Aug. 80, 1890. 
Mr. Epnrrog: We hav received the ** Pictorial Text-Book ? 
and are much pleased with it. We do not see how it could 
be got out so cheap. J. A. AKERS. 


Casrana, Ia., Aug. 9, 1890. 
Mx. Eprror: Inclosed find $6—$3 on subscription, 
$2 for the ''Freethinkers' Pictorial Text-Book,” $1 for 
** The Bible, Whence and What ?” by Richard B. Westbrook. 
With best wishes for the future success of Tak TRuTH 


there are but very few who cannot be hypnotized by any 
ordinary hypnotist if he calls to his aid the use of alchemy, 


| which is a part of this branch of art-magic called religion. 


And whilst the religionists are allowed the undisputed use of 
alchemy and hypnotism we shall hav religion. And whilst 
we hav religion we shall hav wizards and witches. and they 
will hav their victims, and some of their victims will un- 
doubtedly be our nearest and dearest friends. And many of 
us who would do anything possible to protect ourselvs and 
friends from the baneful influence of these vampires are their 
greatest defenders, and protect them where they could not 
protect themselvs, by denying the possibility of their crimes. 
If it were possible for those who represent the Freethinking 


SzzxzB and its cause, Iam, Very truly, A.A. Davis. 


New Yorr, N. Y., Sept. 16, 1890. 
Mr. EprTOR: The “ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” 
which you sent to me at Cooperstown, N. Y., was received. 
Friends and relativs borrow it and find the illustrations 
attractiv, to the point, and backed up by quotations and 
proofs that are conclusiv, they all admit. The volume is 
very cheap at $2. Wu. J. Bryan. 


Sarria, CoL., Sept. 10, 1890. 
Mn. Eorrog: Why will the Liberals persistently misrepre- 
sent? The issue over Harman is one of words, not ideas. 
The right of discussion ** in decent language" is fully guar- 
anteed by Judge Foster. He also decides that woman is the 
equal of man in all things in Kansas. For this he deserves 
the thanks of every woman. But nowhere except in the 
church abuse of David can a parallel be found for the gross 
injustice and black ingratitude exhibited by Liberals toward 
Foster, many of whom, including Harman, are not law- 

honest in their treatment of women. G. M. OVERTON. 


press to send persons who understand the workings of hyp. 
notic infiuences and alċhemy amongst those people for the 
facts in this connection, what great things might be accom- 
plished for the truth. : Mary Dorr. 


Sept. 12, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I see my friend J. A. Tuttle, Esq., of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., is after me again with a sharp stick. But 
unfortunately it is composed of very poor material, and does 
not hurt worth a cent. I wish to inform him that his abu- 
siv letter reminds me of a tempest in a teapot. Now, we 
hav just had a cyclone in our city, and it was a very de. 
structiv one at that. It tore down and injured several hun- 
dred houses and killed sixteen people, besides crippling 
many more; and after passing through that, how could I 
be disturbed by the bluster of Mr. Tuttle? Why, its blowing 
seems like a gentle zephyr, and it simply makes me smile to 
read such trash. There is not a particle of argument or in- 
formation contained in the whole blast. . 

Some months ago he wrote an absurd article about Spirit- 
ism, as he calis it, in which he made the statem: nt that he 
could not or would not believe his own senses on what he 
might witness of Spiritism ; that the senses could not be 
relied upon, etc.; and he referred to various facts to sustain 
his position, as the rising of the sun, etc. If my memory 
serves me rightly, this idea I completely refuted by showing 
that although a partial observation of one sense might lead 
astray, yet when all the senses were brought into play the 
truth would at last be made plain, and that then such truth 
became knowledge ascertained, and was what we cal 
science. 1f we ignore the senses we hav nothing left to rest 
an argument upon or to reason from, and as he never has 
disputed my points, I had hoped that he considered me 
right and dropped that part of the argument, for how were 
all the facts of science established but by the senses? He 
also asserted that weight was a property of matter, and of 
course disputed the well.known laws of attraction of grav- 
itation, which no one at all versed in physics to-day doubts. 
If a piece of matter weighs one hundred pounds in one 
place and eighty pounds some other place, removed from 
the earth's surface, the difference must be in a law of at. 


ATHENS, GA., Sept. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send the “ Pictorial Text.Book." I 
hope you will put the biblical illustrations of TER TavuTH 
SEEKER in book form. If so, put my name down for a copy. 
I will try and sell some of the ** Pictorial Text-Books” for 
you as soon as I get mine to go prospecting with. Every- 
body in this town ought to own a copy, as this is a church- 
ridden place, where one can hear prayers or psalms sung 
every day right in the business portions of the city, and on 
Sunday everybody and everything goes to church apparently, 
88 one can see the streets around the churches literally 
crowded with horses, mules, and buggies. To-day our 
horse and buggy ran away. I did not learn the cause, but 
from the way they got down the street and out of sight I 
am led to suppose the minister must hav got off a chestnut 
. which gave them offense. Hoping Mr. Heston will soon be 
able to resume his labors in the pictorial department of THE 

Trou SEEKER, I am, Respectfully, C. E. Moors. 


BussNELL, ILL., Sept. 10, 1890. 

Me. Eprron: I want to second with all my might J. H. 
Burnham, especially the pungent words in the last para- 
graph of his article in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of September 6th, 
on the word religion. It has no meaning in science, no rela- 
tion to morality. Yet some good and able men sometimes 
use the word, as “true religion," * right kind of,” etc. 
And even Dr. York in a late article has “ false religion,” as 
though there was a true religion. Mr. Burnham says, '* We 
hav words which are competent to do service in all the 
varying conditions of social life without the use of that 
word." It is solely definable as a belief in the supernatural, 
which has been a curse in all ages. In Shelley’s burning 
words, 

Religion, . . . prolific fiend, . . . 
Thou taintest all thou look'st upon. 

Every effort, and all occasions, should be employed by 
Freethinkers to broaden the line between religion and 
morality. 

I inclose $2 for the “ Freethinkers’ Text-Book.” 

B. L. BanzrrT, M.D. 


Br. Louis, Mo., Sept. 18, 1890. 

Mx. Eprtor: You do not believe in witches, do you? I 
wish you had accompanied me to the tent.meeting of Mrs. 
Woodsworth here last Friday night, a week ago last night. 
A friend and myself went to see her.. She is undoubtedly a 
fair hypnotist, and a bold one. She operates on the heads of 
the victims with the old well-known motions of the public 
(so-called) mesmerist. But she has an auxiliary called Ott 
who gets down at the anxious seat and operates on what is 
called the media nerves, beginning at the top of the thumbs. 
This motion is much harder to detect, being comparativly 
unknown to the public. This makes him a much more 
dangerous operator than his superior. She has also another 
assistant, whose business it seems to be to prepare the vic- 
tims for the operators. This third one isa lady. She passes 
around the circle and raises up the hands of the intended 
victims and puts them in proper positions to be operated to 
the best advantage. This is the power hy which religionists 
are enabled to do so much damage to the ignorant and un- 
wary, and their strongest ally is the Materialist who denies 
the possibility of the damage done by hypnotism and 
alchemy. . 

Witchcraft or voodooism is a combination in which are 
included hypnotism and alchemy, etc.—in fact, all things 
which goto make up art-magic. Religion is but another 
name for black magic, and the priest differs in no way from 
the common negro voodoo or the wizard of old, only in his 
pretensions, which are all false. He uses the same books 
(to wit, the sixth and. seventh books of Moses, etc.) and the 
same Class of drugs used by other classes of magicians. No 
religion is without its wizard or witch, or as we say, hyp- 
notist. I suppe many will say, ‘‘ I cannot be mesmerized.” 
Perhaps many cannot, without the presence of alchemy, 
which very few seem to count as a part of the process; but 


traction and not in the change of the matter. 
and yet this man who disputes these well-established truths 
prates about science. 
Tuttle by my illustrations that he did not know what he 
was talking about that it has rankled his mind and made 
him mad, decidedly furious, and not having anything to 
sustain his absurd doctrins and theories he pitches into me 
personally, and tries to abuse me by saying I am a liar and 
quibbler and ruffian, and in the same paragraph declares 
himself a bigger ruffian than I am. 
about the facts of Spiritualism with him, as I before stated, 
because he said in the outset that he would not believe the 
phenomena if he saw them with his own eyes, and heard 
with his own ears, or felt with his own hands. That was 
the substance of his statement. 
word, how useless a task forme to make ever 80 honest a 
statement of what I saw, heard, or felt, for if Mr. Tuttle 
could not believe his own senses how could he believe what 
I experienced? The truth is, the man who cannot place 
confidence in his own judgment or the evidence of his own 
senses, is beyond the pale of reason and cannot be argued 
with or convinced. You might as well attempt td talk sense 
to a donkey or dispute with an idiot. 


How simple! 


The fact is, I so clearly showed Mr. 


I objected to arguing 


Now, taking him at his 


Now, in regard to the facts of Spiritualism Mr. Tuttle is 


8 confessed know-nothing. He knows nothing about them, 
and by his own showing never can, because he cannot be. 
lieve the evidence of his own senses, and of course no such 
person can be brought to study the facts of Spiritualism. 
He simply says to the world: I am an ignoramus and I am 
bound to remain one, because I cannot, on such an impor- 
tant affair, believe my own mind, and of course I cannot be- 
lieve what any other mind says. That is the logic of a bigot, 


who, while he confeases his own inability to investigate a 
subject, assumes that nobody is any more capable of doing 
so than himself. Presto, what philosophy! 

Some forty years ago I was brought into contact with 
modern Spiritualism by means of reading reports of the 
Rochester knockings, and subsequently I witnessed table- 
moving and the rappings. I noticed that by these raps, 
made at times in various parts of the room, either upon 
floor, walls, or ceiling, or other parts, and on furniture, a 
certain amount of intelligence was manifested. The move- 
ments were independent of any person composing the circle, 
and the raps came in response to our thoughts, unexpressed 
often, giving information known to no one present, but 
which facts were afterward verified. Now, although these 
simple and undignified raps were made since 1848, up to the 
present time, and intelligence has been imparted thereby, 
all the would-be philosophers of the know-nothing Tuttle 
stripe hav been unable to explain them to this day, and 
finally, in sheer despair, they hav come to the conclusion to 
not only close their ears to the sound thereof, but they at 
last declare that they hav lost all faith in the humán senses, 
and refuse to believe “though one rose from the dead.” 
What a humiliating spectacle to behold! Driven to the wall 


with an avalanche of facts and manifestations, they deny the 
subject by proclaiming themselvs a pack of asses, because 
to admit the phenomena and the intelligence given would 
be to acknowledge defeat. The fact that mountebanks hav 
set up shows to gull people out of their money is no argu- 
ment against Spiritualism, for in four cases out of five the 
Ceceivers never were Spiritualists, and the one part in five 
become tricksters because of their own worthless natures, . 
and because they could not control the spirits and Spirit- 
ualism to their own special benefit. Therefore trickery is 
no excuse. The man who reasons, and who is guided by 
reason, must be able to select the grain from the chaff, and 
let the latter be carried away by the wind. But Mr. Tuttle 
is unfortunate in his scientific notions, for he sets aside the 
well-established law of attraction and attributes the weight 
of matter to a property within it, instead of something act- 
ing upon it from the outside, and this has convinced me 
that Mr. Tuttle knows as little about matter and its laws as 
he does about spirits and the laws which govern them. Of 
the one error I had hopes of convincing him, of the other it 
would be utterly impossible. 

Mr. Tuttle says that I am a ruffian, “and perceiving that 
he had a ruffian to deal with, he acknowledges that he used 
rough language, and means to let me know that he will stick 
to me and giv as good as he gets.” He says, '*I shall en- 
deavor to stay by him until he is satisfied that I can giv as 
good as I get and a liberal rate of interest.” Now, Mr. 
Tuttle, if you claim the distinction of being a greater ruffian 
than I am, which your intemperate language shows, I am 
already satisfied that you are entitled to that distinction, 
and you need not write any more abusiv letters. I yield the 
palm to you already, so desist from trying to convince the 
readers of Tas TRuTH Seeker that you are a greater ruffian 
than I, as I do not think they will be edifled by your further 
efforts in that direction. You hav amply shown your skillin 
the use of abusiv epithets. I yield! But when you say 
that you do not oppose science, but only the vagaries and 
theories of so-called science, and in the next breath assert a 
vagary on the properties of the weight of matter, which sets 
aside the law of attraction and gravitation, I think you 
deserve the palm as the greatest quibbler I ever encountered, 
and if Iam wrong I wish you would write your best article 
and show why weight is a property of matter, and the cause 
of ita motion. To that I could giv respectful attention. 

Yours truly, J. R. PERRY. 


Orve BRAXOH, Miss., Sept. 10, 1890—z.M. 290. 

Mn. Enrror: In writing this letter for your columns it is 
my purpose, first to seek friendship, congeniality, and sym- 
pathy among your many intelligent readers, and then to 
inform them how much & Liberal may be made to suffer in 
a so-called religious community. Three years ago I came to 
this state, young and poor, but with that all-sufficient 
recommendation with Baptists, a letter of church member- 
ship in the Baptist church. Soon, and without effort upon 
my part, I was drawn into society with them, feasted, 
praised, called on to pray and talk in the fhurches, and in 
every way drawn prominently to the front. Every man of 
them and his neighbor said I would preach. Every man 
and his wife said I was bound to make my mark, that I 
should be a Spurgeon, and things of that sort. Well, I was 
not a hypocrit. I thought that the true impulse of my 
nature was love for God and his people, born of the suffer- 
ing of Christ on the cross. I thought it was a wonder and 
& pity that God did not convert Ingersoll and turn him into 
a Baptist preacher, and I thought again sometimes that God 
was using him as a whetstone to whet up dull Christians on. 
I had been told so, taught it from my cradle up, and knew 
no better. I thought, and, dear brother Liberals, I feel 
safe in saying that fully half of the orthodox Christians now 
think, that Ingersoll is the only man on earth that denies 
the existence of a living God. Such is our Robert's fame 
that he is known of even in the ranks of superstition where 
& Freethought paper, pamphlet, or book is burnt as soon 
as it falls into orthodox hands. Well,to go on with my 
narrativ, it soon began to be said of me that I was engaged 
to one of the prettiest and sweetest girls in the Baptist flock, 
and although some of the brethren said it was against God's 
ban for cousins to marry, the wedding took place. And 
some people do say it 80 shocked the young and unmarried 
pastor of our church when he heard that of this sister, whom 
he had looked on as his, just waiting for a convenient season 
to tell her of his God-inspired love. etc., that he had to return 
home without delivering the sermon one fourth Sunday in 
March, to conceal his chagrin. Meanwhile, I myself, think- 
ing how easy it would be to preach, and seeing how much 
the preachers were loved for God's sake, and noticing how 
rich and happy they seemed when compared with their 
flocks, and thinking thereby to do much good in the world, 
went to studying carefully the Bible in order to be ready for 
the work. I began in Genesis and went forward. I was 
shocked almost to insanity at finding evidence in every chap- 
ter that the God I had been serving was the most monstrous 
of all the monsters of whom I had ever heard, and the most 
cruel of al! tyrants that ever ruled. Then, just as I finished 
the first ive books, I found it there, plain and indisputable, 
that this divinely inspired writer wrote up an account of his 
own death and burial while he was yet alive. Well, in a 
word, I laid aside the holy book and went and told my 
betrothed that I found the Bible to be a book of Jewish 
mythology and worth no more to liv by than Grecian 
mythology or the “ Arabian Nights.” She was surprised! 
and shocked! Oh, yes! But I was only a Bible skeptic 
then, only ap infant thinker, and I told her that I did not 
believe in Bible or hell, but still thought there was a loving 
heavenly father, and a beautiful heaven where everybody 
would go when they received punishment for their sins here, 
which they would while living. Then she was not shocked 
any more, and her big, sweet, blue eyes filled with tears; 
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and we were married soon after. 
land, and I had muscle and will—and nothing else. I built 
8 two-room log.house and filled up the cracks with lime- 


mortar, made it smooth with a trowel; scrubbed the floors. 


clean and white; moved in without any furniture except a 
few chairs, a bed, and a cook-stove, and went to work, In 
a short time out-houses loomed up, cotton blossoms and 
potato vines covered the ground, big watermelons grew thick 
in the patches, and by winter that year the little two-room 
log-house was made comfortable, neat, and cosy; and all 
the neighbors said, ** That boy loves his wife and means to 
take care of her.” . Meanwhile, again, I had been thinking, 
and had come to the logical conclusion that I was an Atheist. 
This without ever reading & Freethought paper or knowing 
that such a paper was ever printed. One day in a crowd of 
men some one suggested that I knew a little about the 
Bible, and thereupon one old man began at once to belabor 
me with comments upon the wisdom of Solomon. I had 
been for months waiting for just such an opportunity to 
come out boldly on the side of truth, and quick as thought I 
Jet him hav it—that I did not find go much wisdom in 
Solomon, and that really, to judge him by his actions, I 
thought him to be the biggest fool I had ever read of. 
Arguments followed about Noah’s ark and the existence of 
God and other Bible matters, and the outcome of it was that 
the next week a committee of brethren was to see me. I 
denied to them the existence of a God, and so shocked them 
that they asked me to kneel with them in prayer. I readily 
complied, and when that had finished I invited them to 
remain while I too offered a prayer. Then I gave them Dr. 
Monroe's ** Almighty Man” with all the pomp and zeal of a 
D.D., and they left in pious rage. Since then I hav sub- 
scribed for THz TaurH SEEKER. and the Ironclad Age 
and as fast as:I get them and read them to a finish, I start 
them away on mission work among the Christians. Find- 
ing themselvs powerless to hold me down in an argument, 
they hav now resorted to slander and outrage. They hav 
organized a social boycott against me, and vowed that my 
influence was bad and that none of them will ever in any 
way recognize me intimately. AJl this is hard. And what 
is worse, somebody has. poisoned my horse and my cow, the 
only property of my own that I had, and that I had worked 
hard for the last two years. My little family is now four, 
and everything pulling against me makes it hard lines, and 
. makes me long for congenial companionship and words of 
sympathy. My wife and I love and cherish each other, 
but she is still as big a Baptist as I am an Atheist and we 
never mention God or his book to each other. Now, friends, 
I want a word of encouragement from each of you, and I 
want also to make to you this appeal. Iam bound to be- 
come:& lecturer for the cause of Liberalism. Iam a student, 
such & one as will learn a lesson from each object that my 
vision falla upon, but I need Freethought literature to fit me 
for my work. I need works on geology, evolution, philos- 
ophy, and astronomy, and I need and would be proud of any 
old book that any of you would feel that you could spare, or 
any old papers that you may hav on hand either. Will not 
some of the great and good Liberals help me to deal Christian- 
ity a telling stroke by aiding me in this direction? Let me 
say to you that I'm going to lecture—I mean it. And any 
person who will send me 8 book can hav it returned if he so 
desires as soon as I can read it carefully, and anyone who 
will lend a helping hand will, if I liv, see it do good for the 
great cause of Liberalism. Will not some of the great 
authors who read this send me one of their books? Address 
as below and the postmaster here will know whom you mean, 
or address as below and my real name will be forwarded. 
With thanks to the Editor and good will to all, 
Gray ArTBEIBT, Olive Branch, Miss. 


- . Txs5GsBoRo, Mass., Sept. 14, 290. 

Mr. Eptron: Friend Hagen does me the honor to devote 
a column and more to my brief notice of his brochure. He 
unfairly accuses me of unfairness. I will repeat the quota- 
tion to show whether it was ‘‘ garbled.” **I shall consider. 
this positiv proof that consciousness is & natural property of 
an electric current generated by the conscious part of the 
nerves and brain.” Of course consciousness, or what is con- 
scious, may develop more consciousness, but the original 
consciousness of the partis as much in question as anything 
else. Lucidity is not gained by misuse of words. I suppose 
he means that 8 certain part of the nerves and brain becomes 
conscious by the operation of an electric current. He should 
hav said so, and not left it to be guessed at. The language 
was what I criticised, and such slipshod writing is what plays 
hob with “popular science” and ‘‘plain talk,” in fact 
with most alleged philosophical literature all the way 
through the gamut from Joe Cook to Herbert Spencer. 
The very phrenologists he quotes profess a belief in 
immortality. Maybe when friend Hague has been dead a 
thousand years he will wake up snd find he is no more ended 
than he was this morning. 

Friend Hague should not think that I was trying to prove 
that death did not end all, but that I simply sought to show 
that his dogma was not proved. His dogmatism consists in 
calling his theory his knowledge by revelation of nature. 
Nature has revealed to him no such thing, by his own show- 
ing. He attempts to prove that death ends all by the phe- 
nomena of unconsciousness in syncope and sleep and the re- 
turn of consciousness without memory of what time had 
passed. He is very much mistaken, also, in calling it death 
when there is only asphyxiation and life enough remaining to 
make resuscitation possible. His kind of death did not end 
all or there had been no more breath. The argument he at- 
tempts is the very one assumed by the other side to show that 
the soul, whatever that may be supposed to be, is unaffected 
by the conditions of the body, as he may see by reading 
Wayland's “ Intellectual Philosophy " or Brittan's ** Man and 


She: had eighty acres of | 


| queer, though, that those whose interest, as proprietors and 


|hydrophobia, as the aforesaid Shepherd conjectures. 


His Relations.” I hope I hav now been plain enough to be | 


understood by friend Hague. If he wants to know how 
much of a dilettant I am he may come and help me do farm- 
work. ` 

I will devote the remainder of this letter to another corre- 
spondent and another subject. j 

The Shepherd of Leavenworth plain attempts to take me 
to task in Taz TRUTH Szexer of September 6th, for having 
proposed Kansas as a successful sample of Prohibition. 

My argument was based upon a quoted statement of that 
state's illustrious senator, Ingalls, whilst he, the said Shep- 
herd, does not advance a single voucher for his asseverations. 
The presumption of this court is that he gets his misinforma- 
tion from the rum papers, as they hav been in the habit dur- 
ing the last decade of printing that sort of stuff. It is a little 


patronizers of the liquor business, is on the side of the largest 
sales and easiest access, are the very ones who vigorously 
cry that Prohibition is a failure. It is also somewhat cross- 
legged logic, like a drunken man’s walk, to claim that Pro- 
hibition laws do not prohibit, and that people are leaving 
the state because they cannot get their swig. But the rum- 
ocracy, like orthodox religion, does not hold itself bound to 
be consistent. For my part, however, I should rather choose 
a country that the rum swine and beer-sellers had abandoned. 
A state’s wealth does not consist so much in the number as 
in the character of ita citizens, and if the bad rubbish will 
leave of its own accord it will save buying ropes to giv them 
a lift. 

The law is not my idol, but unless the gentle Shepherd 
wants all the world to be & Donnybrook fair, and his song 
is, ** Whack, Hurrah, for Lanigan's Ball!” he will not object 
to a little legal suasion to secure some of the rights and a 
little of the liberty of sober, honest mea. That is why I 
want the law, with all other rational means, enlisted to lessen 
and erase the liquor curse. Contrary to the gospel shepherd, 
the Kansas Shepherd prays to be led into temptation. I 
think temptation to good behavior better than an entice- 
ment to evil conduct. Were it not so the state should put a 
bounty on inducements to crime, and the Shepherd should 
drive his sheep into the thief’s inclosure for his moral good. 

Ever since.the first. priest called the first disputer of his 
divine claims and impudent assumptions an ‘“ Infidel dog," 
it has been found easier for falsehood and ignorance to call 
names and make faces than it is to strive to maintain a bad 
cause by logical inference and scientific induction. For that 
reason the prairie Shepherd has ranked me a “Puritan.” I 
cannot recall that I hav been so termed but twice before. 
Once when in 8 military institution I insisted on a little re- 
gard for soberness and decency, and gained my point and 
the sauceboxes’ apology, and once when, through Moses 
Hull’s paper, I asked Ezra H. Heywood why his sympathies 
went out so much more freely toward the cut-throat Mollie 
Maguires than what he had to bestow upon the luckless 
laborers whom they beat down for trying to earn a scanty 
living. I am sorry for Heywood's bad fix. Though I think 
his course injudicious I do not count Ezra's error a crime, 
but the Christian malice that sent him to prison is not the 
fault of law but of theology. His trial I deem illegal perse- 
cution for opinion's sake. g 

It is very true, I am of Puritan ancestry, and of ancient 
Salem stock at that, though none of my name are on record 
as having had a hand in hanging witches. Indeed, some of 
my near kin to-day, had they lived in Mather's time, would 
hav gone to the gibbet by that sign. Whilst 1 know what all 
manner of mean treatment is that ignorant and hypocritical 
godly piety can heap upon one who has brains enough to 
think, tongue enough to talk, and grit enough to speak his 
mind, yet I hav found no insolence that can equal the impu- 
dence of dram-drinkers and liquor-sellers, both in voice and 
act. Their very claim to the rights, liberties, and respect 
due decent and industrious people is itself the mockery of 
morals and an insult to principle. The only time that I, 
with all my Atheism, was ever troubled with law was when 
once I said: I did not care a damn for all the drunken rum- 
sellers on the police force, and half a dozen or so of them 
rushed out of & neighboring saloon, and amid the din of fire. 
alarms tore me away from my hotel. Well, they did not 
make their **blasphemy " charge work worth a damn (a 
damn is a piece of India money), nor can the advocates of 
alcohol be more successful with their.‘‘ Puritan” gag. 

Liquor lovers should not suppose that Prohibitionists hav 
The 
temperance folks usually are, like the Baptists, fond of water, 
but that epithet comes as near the truth as one can be ex- 
pected to diagnose who sees things through liquor glasses. 
I hav occasionally seen members of the Good Templars badly 
out of order; indeed, so far over the bay that they had to 
leave the lodge. I would not presume to say whether that 
was the case with our whilom Kansas brother unless I knew, 
but if he, when a member, was of his present opinion, he 
must hav been initiated with his ears plugged, for that or- 
ganization is pledged to Prohibition from the word go. 

As I hav repeatedly said, if the church is running the 
temperance business,.so much the worse for outsiders. 
I do not know what is the matter with so-called Infidels 
at this period that they, so many of them, only ask liberty 
to drink like the devil and. play hell generally. This fact 
goes farther than any and all else toward establishing the 
correctness of the condemning epithet. It was the ‘‘ Infi- 
dels” who hav headed every reform in the past. Indeed, 
it was ‘‘Infidels” who started the Washingtonian move. 
ment. It was “ Infidels” who originated the first Prohibition 
party, with Ella E. Gibson as orator, and Wendell Phillips 
as presidential candidate. And even now, Dr. Blackmer, 
the Christian gubernatorial candidate of the Massachusetts 
Prohibition party, lectures the churches to abandon their 
old conservativ policy, and advance instead for the libera- 
tion of humanity from the dominion of drink and the reign 


ofruin. With the animus of the present Prohibition party 
I am not dealing. If it is hypocritical it is because secu- 


lar temperance does not bear its standard. My point is 
Prohibition itself, not statutes or parties, but execution, and 
we can hav it whenever temperance professors will practice 
temperance. 


Those who think to pick me up ona shingle and throw 
me out of the window will do well to first take heed that I 
am not in the habit of making statements without having 
the papers to prove them. I will tender the Shepherd of 
bleeding Kansas a few spicy documents from people in his 
own state, who, by their position, are best qualified to report 
on the subject in question. If his anxious correspondents 
wish for more of the same brand let them write to me and I 
will try my best to get them a supply : 

PROHIBITION PROHIBITS IN KANSAS. 


G»v. John A. Martin, in his retiring message to the legis- 
lature in January, 1889, said: 

** Fully nine-tenths of the drinking and drunkenness prev- 
alent in Kansas eight years ago hav been abolished, and I 
affirm with earnestness and emphasis that this state, to-day, 
is the most temperate, orderly, sober community of people 
in this civilized world. The abolition of the saloon has not 
only promoted the personal happinessand general prosperity 
of our citizens, but it has enormously diminished crime, has 
filled thousands of homes where vice and want and wretch- 
edness once prevailed, with peace, plenty, «nd contentment, 
and has materially increased the trade and business of those 
engaged in the sale of useful and wholesome articles of mer- 
chandise. Notwithstanding the fact that the population of 
the state is increasing, the number of criminals confined in 
our penitentiary is steadily decreasing. Many of our jails 
are empty, and all show a marked falling off in the number 
of prisoners confined. The dockets of our courts are no 
longer burdened with long lists of criminal cases. Ia the 
Capital district, containing a population of nearly 60,060, 
not & single criminal case was on the docket when the pres- 
ent term began. The business of the police courts of its 
larger cities has dwindled to one-fourth of its former propor- 
tions, while in cities of the second and third class the occu- 
pation of police authorities is practically gone." ` 

Gov. Lyman U. Humphrey, in his inaugural address, Jan- 
uary, 1889, said: 

** The growth of public sentiment in support of constitu- 
tional Prohibition in Kansas is steady, healthy, and unmis- 
takable. In the last campaign, no political party had the 
temerity to demand a resubmission of the question to the 
people in the face of a popular verdict that has been repeated 
and emphasized every time the popular sense has been 
taken. As an issue in Kansas politics, resubmission is as 
dead as slavery. The saloon as a factor in gotten, 88 8 
moral iniquity, has been outlawed, a fugitiv and a vagabond 
on the face of the earth, or that part of it within the territo- 
rial limits of Kansas.” 

The attorney-general, in his last report, just published, 
8By8 : 

** The people are heginning to see the results. The tax- 
payer begins to feel it. The wives and children of the re- 
formed inebriates experience the change.  Prohibition is 
here to stay; it is a fixed fact. A vote of the people would 
never erase it. It is depopulating our penitentiary, and 
reducing pau erism and crime to the minimum. The saloon 
has been banished from Kansas soil, and already the result 
can be appreciated. The county jails throughout the state 


penitentiary is growing less. 

** Has Prohibition driven emigration from Kansas ? 

** Has Prohibition driven capital from Kangas ? 

“ Has Prohibition debased the morals of the 
Kansas? 

** Is Prohibition a success in Kansas ? 

** We had a dram-shop law from 1874 to 1881, and during 
that time the average annual increase in the population of 
the state was, in round numbers, 12 000. We hav had Pro- 
hibition in Kausas from 1881 to date, and the average annual 
increase in the population of the state is, in round numbers, 
82,000. In 1880 we had one city with 15,000 population. 
We now hav six cities in Kansas with population of from 
15 000 to 45 000, and twenty-seven cities with population of 
more than 2.000: each. 

“ In 1880 the population of the state was 996,096. In 1888 
the population of the state was at least 1,650,000, with a vot- 
ing population of 335,000. 

** We increased the area of cultivated lands in four years 
6,756.873 acres. We increased the taxable value of property 
in four years $116,227,941. 

** We built 1,591 school-houses in four years, worth $2,- 
000,000. 

t The increase in school population in four years is 120,- 
760. Does this look as though people are afraid to bring 
their families to our state? 

** Jan. 1, 1885, we had 4,543 miles of railroad in Kansas. 

** Jan. 1, 1889, we had 9,698 miles of railroad, an increase 
in four years of 5,185 miles of main and side tracks. and 
more than was constructed in any other state in the Union 
during the same time. : 

** Dec. 31, 1886, we had 898 convicts in the penitentiary. 
Jan. 1, 1887, we had 900. only two more than in 1888. Aug. 
17, 1888, we had only 854 convicts in the penitentiary, an 
actual decrease of forty-six in seven months. : 

** There is not & brewery in Kansas. 

“ There is not a distillery in Kansas. 

“ There is not a barrel of bonded liquor in Kansas. 

** There is but one pauper to every 1,350 people in Kansas. 

“ Taxes in Kansas average Only three and seven-tenths 
per cent on a valuation of property at one-third its true 
value. 

“ These facts hav been proclaimed by two governors to 
the Kansas legislature in January, 1889. 

“ Many of the city and county jails in Kansas are empty. 

“ Prohibition has come to stay in Kansas, and would be 
reaffirmed by a vote of at least 150,000 majority if resub- 
mitted to the people. 

** No man can truthfully deny these statements, no differ- 
ence where he comes from. The records prove them. 

** Prohibition is a success in Kansas, 8 B. BRADFORD, 
** Attorney-General of Kansas, 1884-88. 
** March 13, 1889." 


I hope the above will be satisfactory to those who wish to 
find the truth. To those seeking support for the cause of 
boose the prop of a beer-soaked and rum.reeking press will 
seem stronger than the writ of able governors and intelligent 
attorney-generals. . f 
I think I hav been as explicit if not as poignant as my 
critic. Jonx P. Gurirp. 
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Children’s Garner. 


THE TRUTH SHEKER, SEPTEMBER 27, 1890. 


‘I want a hand in this trip from Canada to An Appalled Guest. 
Massachusetts,” said he, ‘so jump in. Pm} This happened away in the backwoods of 
going to drive you twenty-five miles, any-| Arkansas. A tourist going over the state on 
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Rdited by Miss Busan H. Wreon, Fail 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight. 
_ When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
` That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


My Doves. 


I owned two little turtle-doves 

- Dressed in onat and gown of gray, 
The sunlight making rainbow tints 
On neck and breast, bright, not gay. 


Lo rey lovey, I would say. 
Qoo 00 00, would answer they, 
Coo 00 00, C00, 600, 000. 

We love you, you, you, you. 


Four years I’ve listened to their coo. 
Four years I’ve cared for lovies. : 
I've nourished, loved, and petted them 
Since they were baby dovies. 


Loo vev lovey, I would say. 
Coo oo 00, would answer they. 
Coo 00 00, C00, C00, C00, 

We love you, you, you, you. 


They never failed me with their coo 
Darkest night or brightest day; 

If I but spoke or sang to them, 
Quickly would be heard their lay. 


Lo vey lovey, would say. 
Coo 00 no, would answer they. 
Qoo 09 00, (00, 600, C00, 

We love you, you, You, you. 


But downward swooped a butcher bird 
Not long ago, and killed one pet ; 
Now, all alone, bis little mate 

.Her loss oan never forget. 


Oh, in my heart I feel a psin, 
As I list, and list in vain, 
For cno oo 00, C00, coo. 
We love you, you, you, you. 
SADIE ATHENA Macoon. 
Station D, Los Angeles, Cal. 


—— 1 
in the  Baekwoods. — Con 
eluded. 


. The man might be a kidnapper, and would 
make all haste: to some populous city, and 
there dispose of her children, dearer to her 
than her own heart’s blood. 

They all wept bitterly, while the mother 
thought she should go distracted. 

They had never before been separated, and 
the agony and suspense was almost unendur- 
able. The family increased their speed, and 
when they reached the place where the pedler 
had told the mother he should stop, she 
rushed into the house in a transport of pain 
and distress. l 

But, oh, how mortified she was when she 
entered the abode. There sat her Tommy 
and Katy on either side of the friendly pedler 
eating a huge slice of bread and butter, and 
laughing and chatting in a very lively manner. 
She thanked the good pedler so many times 
that he always thought sbe overdid the 
matter. . : 

They staid at that place nearly a week to 
rest, the mother working to pay for their 
keeping. 

One day their hostess gave the children 
some baskets and told them to go to the fields 
beyond the brook and see what they could 
find there. 

They found—oh, such red, luscious straw. 
berries. 

When they returned with their laden bas- 
kets, how their bright eyes sparkled, and 
how red their lips were! And then sucha 

‘delicious supper! Strawberries and cream— 
what a feast it was! The next morning the 
man of the house asked them if they had 
ever seen dogs making butter. 

“ Why, no, of course not," said Tony, 
laughing. 

t We'll see! 
old farmer, harnessing the two dogs that he 
owned. : : Í 

"They're much like human beings, you 
know,” said he; ‘‘ they all like to shirk work. 
Sometimes they will run away on churning 
days.” 

He thought it showed intelligence to thus 


Life 


giv him the slip, for he knew by experience it 


was mighty hard work to churn. 
Near by this farmhouse lived a queer old 


ady who was fond of children, and full of 
droll stories, and she made many quaint 
Mrs. Stirling irquired of her her 


Speeches. 


| dred and three years, but whether this lon- 


We'll see!" said the honest| 


their destination in Massachusetts. Andthen 
they had not a thing to commence housekeep- 
ing with. But they, with great enterprise, 
hired a small tenement, and the neighbors, 
learning of the wonderful journey all the way 
from Canada, on foot most of the time, con- 
tributed provisions, and enough furniture to 
begin keeping house on a small scale. One 
lady who had known Mrs. Stirling in her 
youthful days gave her a bed and furnishings. 
This good lady lived to the age of one hun- 


gevity was attained on account of her great 
benevolence or not, I would not undertake to 
say. Her numerous descendants are well 
known for their intelligence and great moral 
worth. Addie and Maria obtained employ- 
ment in a cotton mill, and Mrs. Stirling hired 
out 88 à washerwoman. 

In that time a large amount of work was 
exacted for a small sum of money. Mrs. 
Stirling toiled six bours usually for twenty- 
five cents. After her day’s work she and the 
little ones would go to the woods for fagots, 
and in this way obtained all the wood she 
needed. With a long pole and a hook at- 
tached to it she broke off many dead limbs 
from the old pine and oak trees. When they 
had collected fagots enough, or as much a8 
they could carry, they would bind stout 
cords about them and drag them home. One 
day when thus engaged they met old Gaffer 
Smith. Tony was tugging away like a horse, 
with a monstrous load of brush in his hand- 
cart. Old Smith looked at the boy admir- 
ingly. He said, ‘‘ Madam, I think that boy 
is the flower of your family.” 

** Yes, gir," was the reply, ** he is the sun 
[son] flower.” 

When autumn came, Tony and Kate were 
sent to school. Tony’s clothes were very 
worn and patched. 

* Never mind, Tony," said his mother, 
‘as soon as the girls get their month's pay 
you shall hav a new suit.” 

“ No, mamma,” said the bright boy, ** you 
buy yourself a good flannel gown and a 
shawl.” 

“ But, Tony, you will be cold,” and the 


mother gazed fondly upon her brave-hearte 
boy. i 


t Then Il run and get warm,” laughed 


Tony. 


“I hear, too," continued Mrs. Stirling, 
‘that the boys make fun of you on account 
of your shabby clothes, and I do not like 


that." 


* Pooh, mother! I can stand all that. 


You shall hav the clothes and I'll wait a 
spell longer for mine." 


So when pay.day came Mrs. Stirling had 
the new gown and woolen shawl, and Tony 
waited another month for his new suit. 

When his noble conduct became known his 
teacher made him a present of a fine fur cap. 

It was some time befores the Stirlings had 
more then one chair. 'They were accus- 
tomed to sit on the bed and old boxes, but 
after a year they managed to liv a little more 
comfortably. 

The children all grew up to womanhood 
and manhood. The girls married well, and 
Tony became a sailor. He went to a foreign 
land and after a while accumulated a snug 
fortune. Then he came home and surrounded 
his mother with every comfort and many 
luxuries, 80 that her last days are as happy as 
one might expect or desire. Tony still livs 
and is & great benefactor to the poor. He 
says he has been as poor as anybody, and 
knows just how it is.. 

The lesaon of this true story is, that to lead 
8 virtuous life, to d^ good, to be respectful, 
tender, and self-sacrificing, to practice the 
precepts of the wise, to be temperate, to 
shun evil and evil influences, must lead to 
real and permanent happiness, even in the 
back woods. "Miriam. 


to — — — 

Tar Acz : r Disorzrion.—Thewald thought 
it very unfair to influence a child's mind by 
inculcating any opinions before it should 
hav come to years of discretion, and be able 
to choose for itself. I showed him my gar- 
den, and told him it was my botanic garden. 
* How so?” said he, ‘it is covered with 


age. She said she had forgotten the year, but 
She believed it was in string-bean time—she 
had been exiremely fond of them ever since. 

After they were well rested they thought and choice. The weeds, you see, hav taken 
they would start again on their journey. | the liberty to grow, and I thought it unfair 
The old farmer brought out the family chariot |in me to prejudice the soil in favor of roses 
and two handsome horses. jand strawberries.”—Coleridge, 


weeds.” ‘‘Ob,” I replied, “that is because 


it has not yet come to its age of discretion | 


how.” horseback stopped for the night at one of 


But for all the rides they obtained, they | the popular hotels of the locality. The hotel 
still had to walk many wearisome miles, and happened to be a log and. slab affair of three 
it was several weeks before they reached!roomg and the same number of beds, while 


the proprietor was the proud parent of nine 
wild and woolly sons under twelve years of 
age. After a supper of ‘hog and hom’ny” 
the host said to one of the boys: 

** Come, Billy, get the broom straws.” 

Nine broom straws of unequal lengths were 
produced by Billy. The father hid them in 
his hand in such a manner that only an end 
of each straw could be seen. Then each 
boy drew a straw. 

“ Ha, ha!" said the merry parent jovially. 
** Bill, you an’ Buck an’ Lige git the short 
ones.” . 

* What does that mean?" asked the 
amused guest, whose look of amusement 
faded away when his host said : 

* Mean? Why, that's a little way wehav 
o’ settlin’ which three of 'em shall sleep with 
any gent that happens to stop over night with 
us. I'spect you'll find Buck and Bill und 
Lige mighty lively bedfellers, but don't you 
be afeerd to giv 'em a warmin’ up with your 
boot or a bed slat if they git to trainin’ too 
high. Go long, boys, an’ pile in with this 
gent, and mind that you behave yourselvs.” 

— eor 
The Kind She Wanted, 

Katie livs in the suburbs of Boston, and 
her small head is not infrequently badly 
mixed upon things that relate to the differ- 
ence between the ways of the town where 
she livs and the ways of Boston. She has 
always a great scorn, however, for having 
things different from city fashions, and this 
shows itself in the most unexpected ways. 

Not long ago a traveling photographer- 
came along and established himself not far 
from her father’s house, and her mother 
decided to improve the opportunity to hav 
some pictures of the children taken. 

‘Come, Katie," she said one morning, 
after it had all been talked over before the 
child, who had made no comment whatever, 
* go to nurse and get on your things and 
come with baby and me to hav your tintypes 
taken." 

But Katie drew back. 

'* No, mamma, dear.” she said, gravely; 
* jf you will excuse me, I won't hav any tin- 
types taken. I'll wait, if you please, till you 
can take me to town and get a real telegraph 


of me.” 
—————9—9-99— —— — — 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

Little Johnny W. is four years old, and 
formerly lived in Bangor. His parents now 
reside at Augusta. The other day Johnny’s 
natural aptitude for fun and mischief led him 
to commit some trifling misdemeanor, which 
was promptly rebuked by his mother. She 
dwelt upon the fact of God's seeing us and 
always knowing what we are doing. The 
idea seemed to impress Johnny forcibly, and 
for several moments he remained silent. At 
last he broke out with: ‘‘Say, mother, does 
God see everything in Augusta?" ‘ Yes,” 
was the solemn reply. '' He sees our every 
act." Whereupon the young sinner ex- 
claimed : ‘¢Good gracious, mother! Let's 
move back to Bangor." 

A little boy was the other day asked if he 
did not wish that a certain lady of whom he 
was very fond, and who had just died, could 
come back tosee him. Hethought a moment 
and replied: ‘‘ Well, yes; if she can come 
just like any other lady and-make a call, yes; 
but if she comes with her wings and cannot 
sit down, I think she had better stay where 
she is." E 

+ 9——— — ——- 

Hs a Briok.—Very few of the thousands 
who use the aboveslang term know its origin 
or its primitiv significance, according to which 
itis a grand thing to say of a man, ‘‘ He’sa 
brick." The word used in its original intent 
implies all that is brave, patriotic, and loyal. 
Plutarch, in his life of Agesilaus, king of 
Sparta, givs us the meaning of the quaint and 
familiar expression. On a certain occasion 
an embassador from Epirus, on a diplomatic 
mission, was shown by the king over his 
capital. The embassador knew of the mon- 
arch’s fame—knew that, though nominally 
only king of Sparta, he was ruler of Greece — 
and he had looked to see massiv walls rear- 
ing aloft their embattled towers for the de- 
fense of the city, but found nothing of the 
kind. He marveled much at this, and spoke 


of it to the king. ''Bire," said he, ‘‘I hav 
visited most of the principal towns, and I 
find no walls reared for defense. Why is 


this?" ‘Indeed, Sir Embassador," replied 
Agesilaus, ** thou canst not hav looked care- 
fuly. Come with me to-morrow morning 
and I will show you the walls of Sparta.” 
Accordingly, on the following morning, the 
king led his guest out upon the plain, where 
his army was drawn up in full array, and 
pointing proudly to the patriot host, he said: 
** There thou beholdest the walls of Sparta— 
ten thousand men, aud every man a brick." | 
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Here are a few amusing blunders that 
hav just occurred in examinations in Boston 
public schools: One little girl said that '' in 
1620 the Pilgrims came to Massachusetts for 
the purpose of fighting the battle of Bunker 
Hill" Another said : ‘‘ In 1682 William Penn 
explored Pennsylvania with a crew of Qua- 


-kers.” In another paper a small boy, who had 


evidently heard that the English people were 
fond of meats, said that of all the countries 
he had rather visit England, because he would 
like to see the Thames river and the beef- 
eaters. 
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The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
f AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Desiens by Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham. The Uses of the Cross. ` 
m: dans Its Evolution. " 
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TAE 


TIE Se dare not say how few—who put moral ear- 
Glew Plablicatiays. mestness and enthusiasm for humanity into 
À XA their stories. Her present book is a collec- 

See ae tae . | don of nine short stories, only the last three 

Suanows AND lpzars. Poems. By Francis| having any connection in plot, butall bearing 
E. Saltus. Buffalo: Charles Wells Moulton. | some logical relation to the quotation from 
Portrait, half-leather, gilt, 364 pages. | Ingersoll on the cover: ‘The downcast eyes 
Price, $2.50. ot Hem acquteaoenoe hay paid to dinguoens 
hi aj- | authority the tribute of a thoughtless yes. 

diei n eee oan at aeni We hav praised Miss Gardener’s earnestness. 
hazard, we feel inclined to pronounce that} We cannot but regret the pessimism that goes 
here we hav before us that rare thing in the with it, for only one of her nine stories seems 
mass of current verse, a body of genuin | tO do justice to that saving remnant in mod: 
poetry. We are willing to giv it as our |en society that works to make the world 


belief that among Mr. Saltus's poems will be| better. Still we welcome her book. Even 
found some BHO as ‘the aan wil not|8uch pessimism as hers is better than the 


xt io" nerveless superficiality of her rivals." 
piling ly det die.” ‘The New York Zribunes judgmentis this : 
“ The title of Helen H. Gardener's book— 
‘A Thoughtless Yes'—does not, so far as we 
cen discover, relate to anything in particular. 
The volume is really a collection of short 
Stories, some of which hav been published in 
periodicals, and all of which appear to hav a 
semi-didactic purpose. It is, however, not to 


Tar ErBicAn PRosLEM. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Three lectures, viz., Ethics, A. Science; 
The Data of Ethics; The Theories of 
Ethics. Chicago: The Open Court Pub- 
lishing Co. Cloth, 90 pages. Price, 60 
cents. 


** The ethical problem has come into great 


struggles 
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Dessoir, of Berlin, and Dr. Paul Carus, of 
Chicago. Articles will appear in the Monist 
by Prof. Joseph Le Conte, Prof. William 
James, Charles 8. Pierce, Prof. Max Muller, 
Prof. Ernst Heckel, and ‘Th. Ribot. 


Noa. 180 and 181 of the Humboldt Library 
of Science present, in two parts, the valuable 
work of Dr. Issac Taylor, " The Origin of 
the Aryans.” The first part of the book 
handles the Prehistoric Races of Europe, and 
presents much matter of interest on the 
res and toils of our early ancestors in 
the far and dim past. The life of these 
people is treated under the heads, among 
others: * Phe Continuity of Development, 
Metals, Weapons, Cattle, Husbandry, Food, 
Dress, Habitations, The 
Wagon, Trades, Social Life, Relativ Prog- 
resa," Next the Aryan race is particnlarly 
considered, with its language, its mythology, 
ete. No. 183 of this Library is Part I of 
“The Evolution of Sex,” by Prof. Patrick 
Geddes and J. Arthur Thomson. 
are all double numbers, selling at 80 cents. 


Boat, The 


be assumed that these nine tales are in any 
way dull or repulsiv,as didactic stories are, 
unhappily, too apt to be. On the contrary, 
they are marked by a quaint philosophy, aud 
shrewd and sometimes pungent reflection, and 
each possesses enough purely literary merit 
to make its way and hold its own. ‘The 
Lady of the Club’is indeed aterrible study 
of social abuses and problems, and most of 
the others suggest more than they openly state 
in the same direction.” 


prominence in these days,” says Dr. Carus. 
‘t Chairs of ethics hav been created in our 
universities, and the churches are more and 
more urged to set aside for a while their use- 
less disputes about dogmas and to devote 
themselves to ethical work.” The writer 
elaborates, with incidental criticisms up^n 
points in the doctrins of Mill and Spencer, 
the system of ethics which he regards as the 
coming one. The style is perspicuous, the 
matter at least suggestiv and certainly elevat- 


ing. 


NarunAn Moraury. Abridged for. Liberal 
schools and classes. By Mary A. White. 
Paper, 58 pages. Price, 25 cents. ! 
This is one of the first of the Moral Manuals 

which we expect soon to issue from the 

printing.press in abundant number, to sup 
plant the present hodge-podge of religion and 
supposed ethics. The author says her object 
is the elimination of the supernatural from 
moral science. By giving plain and truthful 
definitions to natural rights and moral axioms, 
she hopes to relieve moral science of the con- 
fusion which has heretofore accrued from 
making artificial obligations, or duties to un- 
known deities, paramount to the obligations 
which men owe to one another. The matter 
is laid out under the heads of First Prin- 
ciples; Moral Obligation and Ethical Attri. 
butes; Conscience, Artificial and Natural; 
The Influence of Self-Esteem on Character; 


The Banner of Light, Boston, Mass., an- 
nounces the reduction of its subscription 
price to $2 50. 


——— 


t Theosophy the Religion of Jesus" is a 
pamphlet issued by the Theosophical Society, 
New York, at 2 cents. 


“ Is Marriage a Failure?" is a thought- 
awakening pamphlet issued by the Lucifer 
Publishing Co., Valley Falls, Kan., at 5 
cents. 

One of the numerous systems for improve- 
ment of the memory is set forth in ** The Ac- 
cretiv Bystem of Developing Memory and 
Thought," by James Pierson Downs. Price, 
10 cents. 

Those persons who are interested in the in- 
vestigations and reports of the agricultural 
1 ste departments of colleges, may by application 
Natural Affection, Religious Love, Home | receive free from the Cornell University col- 
Love; Political Ethics. To our good opinion | lege of agriculture its weekly bulletin. 
of the book we will subjoin those of two MGR 
Western friends: ^  . J “Three Lectures on the Science of Lan- 

“This little book, ‘Natural Morality, | guage and Its Place in General Education,” by 
places every Liberal man, woman, and A Max Miller. This work of the famous 
child—under debt of gratitude to its author, | philologist is issued in the form of a cloth- 
Mrs. Mary A. White, of San Diego, Cal. It} bound volume of 112 pages by the Open 
is a precious boon to all intelligent parents | Court Publishing Go. Price, 75 cents. 
and guardians, and cannot fail to become the = 
accepted text-book in every local Liberal; ‘The Blind Men and the Devil,” b 
society. It contains within its fifty-seven| Phineas, and published by Lee & Shepard, 
handsomely printed pages more of profitable| Boston, is one of those romances involving 
instruction, founded on self-evident truth, | the extraordinary and the fanciful which are 
than I hav ever found within twice the same | the vogue of the day. It is clever and in- 
number of pages of any other book I hav|teresting. Paper, 219 pages. Price, 50 
ever read. To fail to obtain a copy, and read | cents. - 
and re-read .till its facts are committed to 
memory, is to fail of duty to the cause of 
Liberalism. It will prove an invaluable aid 
. in controversy with Christian sophists. The 
book is an armament of condensed dynamite. 
It explodes the fanatic’s idea that all morality 
js founded on Christianity, and answers 
Christian sneers with keen, incisiv truth. 
Every child able to read should possess a 
copy. It needs but a glance at any one of its 
pages to arouse the interest of the intelligent 
Liberal. Send for a copy and judge how far 
this eulogy falls below the book's deserving. 
Sample copy, twenty-five cents. In cloth, 
by mail to any address, fifty cents. Ad- 
dress the Truth Seeker Company, 28 La- 
fayette place, New York. 

“C. B. REYNOLDS." 

“ I heartily indorse the high opinion of my 
husband as to the great merit of the little 
book, * Natural Morality,’ by. Mrs. Mary A. 
White, of San Diego, Cal. It is truly & 
priceless gem, and I am proud that it is a 
woman's work. F. C. Reynowps.” 


t The Preachers.” By & Monk. Such is 
the designation appearing on the cover of a 
.work which exposes and belabors the clergy 
notat all in the style of any monk, but in 
that of a thoroughgoing Freeth'nker. The 
publishers are: the Minerva Publishing Co., 
New York. .Paper, 248 pages. Price, 50 
cents. 


The wrongs perpetrated within the walls of 
insane asylums, including the incarceration 
of sane individuals, are laid before the public. 
by Clarissa Caldwell Lathrop in a recital of 
personal experience. This is published under 
the title, ** A. Secret Institution.” Bryant 
Publishing Co., New York. Paper, 339 
pages. Price, 50 cents. 


** Free Political Institutions : Their Nature, 
Essence, and Maintenance.” This is an 
abridgment and rearrangement of Lysander 
Spooner’s **Tríal by Jury,” executed by 
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the book at 25 cents. 


Saladin (W. Stewart Ross), the able editor 
of the London Secular Review, has written 
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known as Bt. Mungo, is the subject of the 
present little biography. Readers will detect 
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conceived individual, Jesus Christ. The 
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writers of stories. Helen Gardener is one of 
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E. D. Cope, of Philadelphia; Prof. George J. 
Romanes, of London; M. Alfred Binet, of 
Paris; Prof. Ernst Mach, of Prague; Max 


show that Oh: 


Price, Cloth; 1.00; 
The Trade Supplied at Hpectal Discounts, 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 


Chapter II 
ter II, Bible Myths an 


credible; Chapter VIII 


and Future and Evolution ; 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Conclusion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downeast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yea.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


_ CONTENTS. 
A Bplendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 

Under. Protest, 

For the Prosecution. 

A Rusty Link in the Ohain. 

The Boler House Mystery. 

The Time-Lock of « ur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell's Fate. 

My Patient’s Story. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
18 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


23d Ward of the City of New York. 


FOR SALE 


On Easy Terms, 


A 12-ROUMED HOUSE 


With all the Modern Improvementa, Electric 
Bells, Barglar 
about Four 
Canice fruit. 


arm, and *eated by 


PABSHALL, 
737 EAST 167 rH STREET, NEW YORK. 


Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 

goes not 80 far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
rístians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revised nad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Paper, 50 sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Mist Gardener 
at this office. Price, 400.5 with autograp dp 


trait, and Monument. 


With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument, 


BY 


KARL BLIND, 
Lyp1A R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten eopies feta dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AnTHUR B. Moss. 


WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


| INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 

Bible Biology and Evolution; Ohap- 

Evolution; Ohanter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution; Ohapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution; Chapter VI, Bible Mir- 
&cles and Evoiution : Chapter VII, Miracles In. 
; 'I1I. Bible Poetry and Evolu. 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God aud Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
Chapter XII, Heaven 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Ox. 


The above 


, Steam, and 
City Lote, Situated on high ground. 
Convenient to cars, schoo!8, ete, Or 
WILL BE RENTED to a first-class family. 

Apply to JAMES W. 


“ For Sledge- 
8vo, 833pp., 


s 50 ots, 


Giordano Bruno. 
His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 


THOMAS DAVIDSON, 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMIBALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
Ey ROET. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERKD BEFORE THE 
New York State Rar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.; 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH., 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp. 
50 ots. 

The íruth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Xxtraot, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) ' 

For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schoois and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. H. WASHBURN. 
PRIoE, . . . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD, 
The Reason Why 2 Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, . 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all 
free to receive new light will find in it He hana 


and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 
A x peal is always made to a man’s reason, 


s noblest senti : 1 
fennon Bonos ‘ent iments: never to his sel 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
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§ follies, indescretions and 
excesses. 1t sets forthan 
External Application.—A. 
POSITIVE CURK. The 
book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
the hauds of thase affiict- 
ed. 


AN 

= HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
= Mers have been frequent- 
ly assailed aud exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremoat in his prefes- 

sion, and it is safe to trust him,” — The National View. 


ddr " e 
_ Aare ar. R. P. FELLOWS, 


(VINELAND, N.J. 


nquiries are frequently received asking what 
S iun abon’ Dr. ellows. of Vineland, N. 
First, we know that, he in a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second. that he fulfills all hin agree- 
ments tothe letter. Third, that he bas performed 
cures of hopeless cases that in the olden time his 
shill would hav been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and a 
stanch Liberal.—The Better Wav. 
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Hews of the Week. 


_Cuioaao accuses New York of playing 
vile game ” by trying to poison the European ` 
mind against the World’s Fair. i 


A SUDDEN death at Albion, N. Y., last Sun- ' 
'day, was not that of a blaspheming Atheist 
:but of Rev. George Cain, who fell dead in 
tthe middle of a sentence of his sermon. 


_Anoruer electric light 
Jineman was killed at 
New York on the 15th 
while at work up the 
poles. 


Tue Brazil elections 
are in progress, and the 
Yepublican party is ob- 
taining victory over the 
‘clericals and imperialists. 
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See, 


Boston Catholics and 
Protestants still fight 
over history in schools. 
A board has been ap- 
pointed to hear parents’ 
complaints. 


Upon the strike of two 
hundred carpenters at 
Spokane Falls, Wash., i 
their places were at once SAN 
taken by indignant mill- TS 
ionaires, bankers, mer- 
chants, etc. 


Tus New York Y. M. 
C. A. on Sunday the 14th 
listened to Rev. Thomas 
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(GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


ta Vol. I. Givs a Full Acconnt of all the Gods, in- 


clnding Jehovah, Satan. the Holy Ghost, 
Jesns Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. « 
8vo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religions Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pv. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; lestuer. $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. 38. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Dixon, who counseled MA cru 
government probibition Gj, Line 
of strikes, with militery LOGS. 7 
enforcement. = Sint RP. 
Taux police authorities ET d DE un eg 

HE 3 j 
of New York city will — 7; dus an ad ac e pf 
take a new census, and iT thine neart; ; 
demand that the national for the Lord 78. 
census board accept it or = mith thee," 


make a recount. Many 
other cities ask recounts. 


Tere are threats of 
violence at Richmond, 


JE Saa. Ylle 85 — 
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THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Fonnders of 
New Bohoola of Thonght, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menn to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor. g. 6., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gems of Bought. 


We may acquiesce in the pleasing conclu- 
gion that every age of the world has increased, 
and still increases, the real wealtb, the happi- 
ness, the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, 

| of the human race.-— Gibbon.. 


Tur condition of man, compared with what 
it has been, is easy and just — Guizot. 


Wuenever the doctrin 


of exclusiv salvation is 


generally believed and 
realized, habits ofthought 
will be formed around it 


Ky., if Schweinfurth 
attempts to start a colony 
there, as announced. A 
church there has expelled 
several members for be- 
lieving in his divinity. 

Turze Knights of Labor are said to hav 
confessed that they with two others made the 
attempt to wreck 8 New York Central train. 
Most Knights call the confession a “ put-up 
job” of the company. 


Compiaint is made of New York's back- 
wardness in the institution of public libraries, 
in which line she is surpaesed by the most 
inconsiderable cities of England. The cause 
js Catholic Tammany rule. 


Tux mendacity of journalism is illustrated 
by the communication to the press by a cor- 
respondent in Montreal of a falsehood repre- 
senting Prince George as being engaged ina 
‘street fight in that city. The reporter will be 
prosecuted. 


Jauxs Barry, a Birmingham, Ala., voodoo 
doctor, who represents himself as the high 
priest of the queen of heaven, has been ar- 
rested for swindling his dupes, but says the 
queen of heaven will speedily punish all who 
dare harm her high priest. 


Ramroap trainmen ask that automatic 
coupling and power brakes be adopted on 
freight and all trains, saying that now their 
life is more dangerous than that of soldiers in 
& war. In one year, they say, 20,000 train- 
men hav been injured and 2,700 killed. 


THE chief railroad accidents of the week 
“were a collision on the Reading, Pa., road on 
-the 19th, by which a crowded express was 
-thrown in the Schuylkill river and thirty or 
-forty were killed and many injured; and a 
-collision at Chicago on the 21st by which fif- 
teen were killed. 


AT Berlin Max Goerish, a half-witted fel- 
low, was made frantic by Salvation Army 
meetings, and believed himself sent by heaven 
to clear the world of sinners. Meeting Emil 
Rohnbeck, a butcher, he shot him, exclaim- 
ing, ‘Thus do I avenge the Lord!" Then 
he shot himself. : : : 


A REPORT states that the Mormon settlers 
in the Canadian northwest are very thrifty. 
One of the main complaints of the outsiders 
is that ** they never spend a cent over a bar.” 
They say that while they regard polygamy as 
scriptural, they do not practice it in this 
country and do not intend to. 


"faz Catholics of the Roman Catholic 
Qanadian province of Quebec complain that 
the Protestant province of Oatario ‘‘ has the 
monopoly of licensed rowdyism.” The na: 
tivs of Ontario speak in the same strain of 
Quebec, and protest against frequent attacks 
.on Protestant persons and property. In 
Catholic Montreal the Orangemen, who hav 
not dared to parade on July 12th for several 
years, announce that they will do so next 
year, and the Catholics unblushingly avow 
-their intention to make trouble for them. 


DAVID HANKERETH 


it Ad im: 
TORTE 


EL 


FOR MORE WOMEN. 


And David took him more concubines and wives out of Jerusalem.—2 Sam. v, 18. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of onr read- 
ers who preserve their papers 
wo offer a new style of binder, 


made for the purpose, and 
with the he g of Tur 
rinted in 


TRUTH BEEEEB Š 
old letters on the ontside. 
his binder allows the open- 

ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking ont and replacing of one or more papers 
from any part of the flle withont distnrbing the 
other parta. 


Bent by mail, postpaid, for 81. 
Addons THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf . 28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 


ROME REASON 


A Memoir of Ohristian and Extra-Ohbristian Expe. 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-gronnd of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pnre logic is capable of inflicting.~[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp. , $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Withont Snpersti- 
tion, for Children and Yonth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type; heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illns- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS.. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam. 
phlet containing eight chapters in refntation 
of the assnmption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pnre thonght, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 2: 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man's creation 
and cnrse, theologically denominated * the 


fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews.: 


By A. C. MIDDLETON, 


Price, $ . . : 10 cents, 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo. 1,118pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER: 


OB, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
k Containing 148 Propositions 
With References to the most Plain and Scriking 
Belf-Contradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Scriptures. 


BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs & copy for ready reference. 
As a pamphlet to loan to Christian riends, it is 
the most effectiv Iconoclast ever published. 
Price only 25 cents. 
ASENTS WARTED ook sies SAMPLE FREE. A race 


Qpportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


IRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church withont snperstition, and its snocess. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, nges it to disongs all the vital qnestions 
of human concern; religions, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
gnage, and easily nnderstood. There is just snf. 
cient narrativ abont it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being bronght 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


~_ 


BY T. C. WIODICONIBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, $1.00. 


Price, 10 cents. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated natnralist, 
2x15 inches, snitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
trm cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 Cents. 
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that are diametrically 
opposed to the apirit of 
inquiry and absolutely 
incompatible with human 
progress. An indiffer- 
ence to truth, a spirit of 
blind and at the same 
time willful credulity, 
will be encouraged, 
which will multiply fic- 
tions of every kind, will 
associate inquiry with 
the ideas of danger and 
of guilt, will make men 
esteem that impartiality 
of judgment and study 
which is the very soul of 
truth, an unholy thing, 
and will so emasculate 
their faculties as to pro- 
duce a general torpor on 
every subject.—.Lecky. 


Ir has been the bus- 
iness of the church for 
centuries to extinguish. 
the lamp of tbe mind, 
and to convince the pec- 
ple that their own reason 
is utterly unreliable. 
` Ingersoll. 


Iri Tue books of every 
UV theological system nar- 
i | rate acts of the gross- 
7, est cruelty, which are, 
V2] 


without hesitation, as- 
cribed to the direct in- 
terposition of God.— 
Buckle. 


AooorpiNne to the 
Bible, this good God be- 
lieved in religious perse- 

-cution; this good God 
believed in extermination, in polygamy, in 
concubinaze, in human slavery; this good 
God commanded murder and massacre, and. 
this good God could only be mollified by the 
shedding of blood. This good God wanted 
& butcher for a priest. This good God 
wanted husbands to kill their wives—wanted 
fathers and mothers to kill their children. 
This good God persecuted avimals on ac- 
count of the crimes of their owners. This 
good God killed the common people because 
the king had disp'eased him. This good 
God killed the babe even of the maid behind 
the mill, in order that he might get even with 
a king. This good God committed every 
possible crime. . . . If God did what the 
Bible says hbe did, then I insist that God is 
not good.—Jngersoll, 


ULTRA: SKEPTIOISM. 
Tuis life we liv is a strange dream, and I 
don’t believe at all any account men giv of it. 
— Thoreau. 


SxxzPT1CI8M, in philosophy, is the doctrin 
which sets up, as its highest principle, doubt 
or suspense of judgment In view of the con- 
tradictory nature of phenomena. It infers 
the impossibility of knowing truth. The 
ancient skepticiam is directed against sense- 
perception. Aunesidemus collected Pyrrho's 
arguments, a8 follows: Knowledge of truth 
is uncertain, becayse of the difference (1) in 
the organization in animals resulting in 
different modes of knowledge (how can we 
decide?); (2) in the human constitution in 
tastes, feelings, desires, capacities, etc.; (9) 
in the structure of the organs of sense, the 
same object being white to the eye, sweet to 
the taste, rough to the touch, etc.; (4) in the 
mental and physical condition at different 
times; (5) in the position, distances, and in- 
tervals of objects; (6) in the appearance of 
objects by reason of their complication with 
each other; (7) in the appearance of objects 
owing to their variation in quantity, size of 
parte, etc.; (8) in objects on account of tbe 
general relativity of things known; (9) in 
the frequency with which objects are ob- 
served ; (10) in regard to education, all cus- 
toms, habits. laws, ideas, faith, and theories 
being derived from it. Agrippa reduced the 
tropes to five: (1) the discordance of opinions 
renders all uncertain; (2) every proof rests 
upon grounds which again need proof, and so 
ad infinitum; (8) all our ideas are relativ ; 
(4) all systems rest upon hypotheses; (5) the 
vicious circ'e, demonstrating the grounds on 
which the proof rests by that which is proved 
by them. Sextus Empiricus has left us & 
complete account of ancient skepticism, and 
himself sums up the whole as follows: 
Nothing is certain in itself, as is proved by 
the diversity of opinion, and nothing can be 
made certain by proof, since it derives no 
certainty from itself, and if based on other 
proof, leads us either to the regressus ad in. 
finitum or to a vicious circle.— Professor 


Harris. : 
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A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


~ Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as Booond-class Matter. 


THE SPECTER THAT THREATENS THE IRISH. 


dioíes and Clippings. 


** Tur truth is," says the Catholic Monitor, 
“t that the Chinese take all the Bibles they can 
get, then quietly cut off the covers and use 
the leaves for padding the soles of Chinese 
shoes, and for other more ignoble pur- 
poses.” * 


A STEAMER that sailed for the Congo region 
from a Belgian port the other day contained ten 
thousand casks of rum. Belgium is employ- 
ing such means to Christianize the heathen 
as were used many years ago by New Eng- 
land. 


Tax Churchman, of this city, closes a care- 
tul review of the debate upon the bill to en- 
large the appropriation for the Roman Cath- 
olic bureau of education, by calling on all 
Protestant societies receiving government aid, 
to purge themselvs in this matter by refusing 
any longer to participate, and says: “As it 
is to-day, by reason of participation, eyes are 
blinded and lips are dumb in the presence of 
wrong, and a department of the national gov- 
ernment made subservient to the Roman 
hierarchy.” But who expects the Protestant 
societies to follow the Churchman's advice ! 


Tun Ping King Tong Society and the 
Chee Kong Tong Society are two religious 
Chinese organizations existing in that part 
of San Francisco which is called Chinatown. 
Last Sunday morning the Ping King Tongs 
were conducting open-air worship, when 
they were attacked by the Chee Kong 
Tongs, who extinguished their sacred fires 


and disturbed their meeting generally. A 
fight ensued, revolvers and knives were 
drawn, clubs swung, and shots fired, so 
that except for their color and dress the 
contending parties, says Freethought, of that 
city, could scarcely hav been distinguished 
from two opposing Christian sects settling 
a religious dispute. a 


WHEN Deacon Hotchkiss bought Brother 
Bemis's yearling heifer, he demanded a guar- 
antee of the animal's condition, and he asked 
Brother Bemis to swear to that guarantee be- 
fore the justice of peace. Brother Bemis, 
alleges Puck, was hurt by this unusual pre- 
caution on the part of a lifelong friend and 
neighbor. ‘‘ Why, Brother Hotchkiss,” he 
remonstrated, ** you ain't no need to be go 
pesky s’picious with me. I ain’t never 
cheated you, hev I? You wa’n’t like this be- 
fore.” “I  wa'n't—I  wa'n't" assented 
Brother Hotchkiss, cordially, ‘but I hearn 
you t other night when you wuz on th’ anx- 
ious seat at revival meetin’, and I sez to my- 
self, sez I, ‘if Brother Bemis is haff the 
sinner he makes himeelf out to be, it behooves 
me to be everlastin’ keerful with him next 
caow-trade.’ ? 


Tus Brooklyn Hagle says: ‘‘ Mayor Chapin 
parted company with the instincts of his 
Democracy, with the principles of Thomas 
Jefferson, with the guarantees of the Consti- 
tution, and with those natural rights which 
are older and stronger than even constitutions 
themselvs, when he said that a meeting 
should not be held because he feared the law 
would be violated by something which might 
be said there, instead of determining that the 
meeting could be held and would be per- 


mitted to go on until something was said or 
done calling for the interference of the 
officers of the law, in which case the police 
could easily hav cleared the fellows out. 
The mayor has made a very serious mistake. 
The way for him to recover from it is to ac- 
knowledge it, to say that he erred, to admit 
that he acted hastily, and to promis that he 
will not do so any more.” 


For nearly two years the question of ex. 
cluding from the roll of public school teach- 
ers married women living with their husbands 
has been agitated in the school board of Cin- 
cinnati. A month ago a resolution declaring 
the places of such teachers vacant was 
adopted. The superintendent was authorized 
to fill the vacancies. This he did by reap- 
pointing the discharged women. The ques- 
tion came up at Monday's meeting on ap- 
proving his action, which, after a heated 
debate, was done by a vote of seventeen to 
eleven. One side has held that the retention 
of married women who ought to besupported 
by their husbands, has kept out ambitious 
graduates of the normal school. The other 
side argued the competency of the teachers, 
and held that the fact that they were living 
with their husbands was a guarantee of good 
character and ability to direct the young. 


Prorgssor Brieas of the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in this city is an advo- 
cate of revision of the Westminster Confes. 
sion, a believer in ‘‘ second probation," and 
Elliott Fireawaywithhismouth Shepard de- 
mands his resignation in consequence thereof. 
Commenting thereon the Sun says: ‘‘The 
sympathy of the great mass of Presbyterians 
in New York is with Professor Briggs, and 


they will not consent to his injury at the hands 
of so emotional a person. His Presbyterianism 
is the Presbyterianism that suits them, not the 
old-fashioned Calvinism of the vociferous 
colonel. Undoubtedly, Professor Briggs is 
teaching. new and strange doctrins. Un- 
doubtedly, he is undermining the old ortho- 
dox belief. But that is what makes him so 
popular among Presbyterians and theological 
students. They themselvs hav discarded 
orthodoxy, and they hail him as their cham- 
pion. If he is on the straight road to Agnos- 
ticism, so also are they traveling to the same 
goal, and they rejoice in such a leader. 
Colonel Shepard cannot hurt Professor 
Briggs." 


Tue Fremont Tribune says that a good 
story has leaked out on one of the ministers 
who took a very activ part in the redemption 
of sinners at the late Fremont camp-meeting. 
It is said that at one of the meetings the cus- 
tomary invitation was given for all who wanted 
to go to heaven to rise up. All present rose 
to their feet with the exception of one young 
man who sat back pretty well on the out- 
skirts of the audience. Those who desired 
to go to heaven sat down. Then all those 
who wanted to go to hell were requested to 
rise to their feet, and the aforesaid young 
man was eyed with a great deal of interest. 
Still he sat as quiet and composed as a stone. 
The minister went to him and asked him why 
he did not rise in either instance. ‘‘ Wall,” 
replied the husky son of toil, ©“ I don't want 
ter go anywhar. Fremont's good ernuff fer . 
me." And the preacher wended his way 
back to the altar, and sitting down on the 
mourners’ bench leaned over and tied his 
ghae. 


a 
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Communications. 


The Christian’s India Rubber God.—Continued. 


Hundreds of Christians hav helped to pay, and 
hav received, bounties for killing panthers, bears, 
wolves, foxes, and other destructiv and dangerous 
animals which hav infested the country. And in 
many states men are compelled, by law, to destroy 
noxious weeds. 

Now, if the Christian really believed these things 
to be given by a good God for a wise purpose, 
would he Kill and destroy them? Here, as in other 
instances, his practice belies his profession. 

The Ohristian profession, so contrary to practice, 
makes men liv out s lie, and shows them to be a class 
of devil-dodgers who are willing to sacrifice their 
manhood in this world for an imaginary crown in 
the next. 

Would the Rev. Herbert Morris spare s tarantula 
which got up the leg of his pants because he believed 
it to bea blessing not understood, sent by a wise 
and good God? I think a big sturdy tarantula 
would make the reverend gentleman shout, but it 
would not be in exaltation of the goodness of God. 

Would not anyone hav prevented the tornado in 
the West which leveled a whole village to the earth, 
if he had the power to do so? Every Christian who 
lost home and friends is forced to say that “God 
sent the tornadc—God is good,” therefore the tor- 
nado was a blessing not understood. The truth is, 
Christians regard these calamities just as Infidels 
do, and when they pretend anything else they lie. 

When the morning papers brought news of the 
Western tornado I asked a pious snob who was lay- 
ing down flooring if he believed that God sent it. 
He said he did. I then asked him if he thought it 
all for the best to hav property destroyed, people 
killed, and wives and children made homeless. His 
brow knit, a cloud seemed to pass over his mind, and 
with an air of reproach he said, “ To ask such ques- 
tions is to tempt God. It is ours to patiently sub- 
mit to whatever God sends, and to hav faith to be- 
lieve that everything is ruled for our good.” 

Just then he struck his thumb a full blow with the 
hammer. The blood started from under the nail, 
and he danced in frenzy of pain. I really pitied 
the poor man, but I could not lose my opportunity. 
Does God rule everything for our good? I asked. 
It must hav afforded God a great deal of pleasure if 
any good end was accomplished by that painful ac- 
cident, for I am sure it has done nobody any good. 
Notwithstanding his profession, it was plain enough 
to see that he had no desire for another such display 
of God's goodness. 

Notwithstanding all the Christians say snd pro- 
fess, all things are not good. Many things are bad 
without a mitigating circumstance. Nobody courts 
the visitation of a tornado or an earthquake. Who 
would not exterminate the ferocious beasts, the poi- 
gonous insects, or noxious weeds? Nobody has ever 
found any good in them and never will. They hav 
filled us with fear and dread, and vexed end tor- 
mented us in various ways, without doing any good 
to anybody. 

In this world there seems to be a mixture of good 
and evil. There is no class of men or animals en- 
tirely free from suffering. There is hunger, thirst, 
sorrow, and disease, and ultimately death for all. 
From this condition of things it must follow, either 

. that God does not direct all the affairs of this world, 
or that he is not entirely good. 

The truth is, we livin a world governed by inexorable 
laws, which yield not to prayers or entreaties. And 
instead of studying those laws so as to put ourselvs 
in harmony with them, so as to avoid many troubles 
and dangers to which we are exposed, the minds of 
men hav been diverted by designing ecclesiastics to 
gods and myths which they can never know anything 
‘bout, and whick can never do any good. 

To say that it is good to be stung and bitten by 
insects and reptils, or chewed up by a tiger, or 
srushed in the folds of a constrictor, and that all 
would so understand it if they could see through all 
of God's plens—to use piain language, is to lie for 
God’s sake. But from the cradle to the grave Chris- 


tians are lied to in regard to these matters, and they | b 


seem to act as if they could serve God by lying to 
everybody else. 

If Christians believed what they teach there is not 
one of them that would kill a rattlesnake or dispatch 
a scorpion. For they are creatures of God's creation, 
and “his goodness and mercy are over all his works, 
and he doeth all things well.” But half the acts of 
the Ohristian giv the lie to what he says. He pro- 
fesses love for all mankind—but there is nothing to 
be dreaded more than the hate of a Christian. He 
professes to do unto others as he would hsy others 
do unto him. Yet he wants the privilege of speak- 
ing his sentiments, and would send others first to 
prison and then to hell for exercising the same privi- 
lege. He professes to believe that the old patriarchs 
were special favorits of God, yet fights the Mormons 
for practices which most distinguished them. 

Thus the Christian religion, instead of inducing 
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men to liv good and useful lives, prompts them to 
practice all manner of deceit and acts of hypocrisy, 
and to assert asa fact what every sane man must 
know has no foundation in truth. 

It would tap the jugular of a Christian to tell him 
that God is not kind, merciful, and good. But the 
most cursory survey of the animal and vegetable 
kingdom ought to satisfy every thinking man thai 
kis mercy is not “ over all his works" and that he is 
not altogether good and kind. 

Was it a good and merciful arrangement to so con- 
stitute the animal kingdom that one half should be 
the natural food for the other half ? 

If we take into consideration all the meat-eating 
and insect-devouring animals it will be found that 
this statement is not far from the truth. 

The eagle live to be a hundred years old and is 
one of the most ferocious animals in the world. It 
preys principally upon those which are most inno. 
cent and helpless. The fawn, the lamb, the rabbit, 
and helpless birds and fish are its constant food. 
Every time the hunger of sn eagie is appeased, for a 
hundred years, seme animal must die. If it cannot 
find the prey it mustitself die. If one could see 
all the animals gathered together that an eagle kills 
during its lifetime, would he say that it was a mer- 
ciful arrangement to sacrifice the lives of so many 
animsls in order to sustain the life of a savage and 
useless bird? The came is true to a greater or less 
extent of all the birds of prey. . 

The s&me argument holds true of the whole feline 
family. Every time the stomach of a lion or tiger 
or panther is filled some animal must be sacrificed. 
They can livin no other way. The cries of their 
captured victims and their struggles to escape no 
doubt produce pleasing seneations to them. 

There are many birds which are not considered 
birds of prey which subsist entirely upon animal 
food found in the air, in the earth, on its surface, or 
on the water. What is true of snimals on Jand is 
equslly true of animals in water. It is ssid by some 
naturalist that the right whale subsists entirely upon 
small insects. If this be true, who shall compute 
the millions of lives which will be taken during the 
life of a whale, which is from five hundred to a 
thousand years? 

The Rev. Mr. Morris tells of a fish which was 
caught which had swallowed a cod two feet long. 
In the cod was another fish, and in that still 
another. 

Entemologists tell us that many kinds of insects 
prey upon each other and are the mosi voracious 
animals in the world. Some insects are left in a 
deplorable condition. If they fly in the air a bird 
takes them from above. If they fall into the water, 
a fish takes them from below. Now, does this whole- 
sale destruction, which has been going on for thou- 
sands of years, and must continue for thousands of 
years to come, show forth the goodness and mercy of 
God? Could not God do any better than to make 
the life of one animal depend upon taking the life of 
another? 

First the cod caught the young of the big fish 
that afterward swallowed it. A bird breaks and 
devours the eggs of the eagle and then the eagle 
catches the bird. If the Christian can see goodness 
and mercy in such an arrangement, then he can see 
goodness and mercy where there is only war, rob- 
bery, ferocity, and cruelty. 

The Rev. Mr. Morris says that a. pike has been 
known to liv two hundred and sixty-seven years. 
God so fashioned a pike that it can only liv by taking 
the lives of other animals. Now, if all the fish and 
other animals which that pike devoured for nearly 
three hundred years could be collected together, 
what a pile of God’s goodness and mercy the Chris- 
tian would hav to exhibit. 

The great harmonizer says in regard to these 
ferocious animals that “ God has not made them very 
numerous.” Thus he admits that God is savage, but 
in extenuation claims that he is savage only to a lim- 
ited degree. This is the fair interpretation of his 
meaning. ; 

To sum „up the whole matter, in the human family 
as well as in the animal kingdom, the weak are over- 
powered by the strong, and all of this palaver about 
E comes and mercy of God is mere Christian 

sn. 

In noxious weeds and plants we hav another dis- 
play of God’s goodness and mercy. There are many 
kinds of weeds and plants which poison men and 
cattle and other useful animals, which hav never done 
any good, the seeds of which will germinate under 
the most unfavorable circumstances, and hundreds 
of years after they hav been produced. And some of 
these weeds multiply at such a rate that they would 
cover the whole earth in a few years if allowed to 
spread. 

And it would appear in many cases that the more 
harmful and troublesome a plant is, the greater facil- 
ity this benevolent God has furnished for the distri- 
bution of the seed. There are many hooked aud 
bearded seeds which fasten to almost everything 
which comes in contact with them, and are carried 
miles away. Some winged and feathered seeds are 
carried leagues away in the wind. 


It is true. that mice and birds and other animals 
may distribute the useful grains to some extent, but 
in the main they fall where they grow. And then 
the soil must be prepared and the grains and useful 
plants carefully attended to produce a dozen fold. 

And it will hold true that destructiv insects prey 
upon the useful grains and plants more than they do 
upon noxious weeds. And such is the arrangement 
of a good and merciful God who looks upon hia chil- 
dren with a care unknown to any earthly parent. 
Without any prepsration of the soil, the burdock 
will flourish and reproduce its kind a hundred fold, 
while the worms will eat the young corn and the 
weevil will destroy the wheat. Thus it would ap- 
pear that this loving, tender, merciful God, who is so 
much interested in the welfare of man that he num- 
bers the hairs of his head, is more interested in the 
growth of a burdock than he is in a hill of corn. 

After showing from the beginning that God ar- 
ranged everything for the accommodation of the 
coming occupant, and that he planned everything 
for his, man’s, good and welfare, and that benevo- 
lence and goodness and mercy characterized every 
design, the great harmonizer manipulates the rubber 
in this wise: 

Its history |the race's] has been, for the most part, a his- 
tory of tyranny, slavery, lust, carnage, and devastation in 
every region of the globe. The bulk of mankind hav been 
notbing more than a crowd of wretches equally criminal and 
unfortunate. Toil, disappointment, disease, and sorrow 
constitute the lot of man ip his most favorable circum- 
stances. 

Does it not beat all into how many grotesque and 
contradictory shapes the Christian’s india rubber 
God ean be squeezed? If the Rev. Herbert Morris 
could only hav remembered that he had admitted 
meny, many times that even the most trivial affairs 
cannot take place without God’s consent, that not a 
sparrow can fall without his permission, and that he 
has designed everything in mercy and for man’s good, 
he would not make his God blow hot and cold at the 
same breath. 

It is no surprise that ordinary Christians, educated 
to know nothing but Christ and him crucified, should 
hav a God both cruel and merciful, but for a harmo- 
nizer and expounder like the great Rev. Herbert W. 
Morris, A.M., to shrink snd stretch, contract and 
expand the rubber in the manner he does, shows 
that the Christian religion disqualifies a man for 
systematic thought or makes bim dishonest. 

What business has an sil-powerful and all-wise 
God to allow such suffering, cruelty, tyranny, and 
scenes of carnage as sre above discovered to take 
place? How does this cruelty and suffering and 
savagery comport with the idea of the benevolent 
designs of a gcod and merciful God, who had power 
to srrange everything according to his will? Such 
a blundering God could not be trusted to pilota flat- 
boat down the Mississippi. 

The following is an extract from a letter of a 
sewing-woman of the Hast toa sister in the West: 
“T am dying of destitution. My children are starv- 
ing, husband dead—ceaseless toil that takes all my 
strength, and that for a mere sustenance of life. It 
has blighted every hope of the future. Oh, sister, is 
God dead? Has humanity left the earth? This 
life is too long for the misery that is init. Why am 
I kept alive with all my joy blotted out? Why the 
innocent doomed to this lisgering death? But for 
them I would kill myself. Sixteen hours a day to 
keep this miserable life. I die of want.” 

Is this the best that God can do? From the 
beginning God krew how this woman would suffer. 
Could he make no better arrangement? If he could 
not, he lacked the power; if he would not, he is a 
savage. 

Then the editor who relates this pitiful tale says : 

“No, sister, God is not dead. The attention of min- 
isters will be called to your case.” 
" And what will the minister do—giv her food and 
clothing? No. He will pour the wine of consola- 
tion into her bleeding heart by telling her that the 
blood of the savior cleanses from all sin and wipes 
the tears from off all faces. 

It is said that when the papers of Arnold were put 
into Washington's hand, he swore terribly. Even 
the humble may imitate the great in some things, 
and I say damn a theology which turns the attention 
of: men from such scenes of suffering to a heaven 
which never can be reached, and to & God whom 
they can do no good, and who never can benefit 
them. 

Years ago, before there was any law regulating 
the factory system, women were beaten and insulted 
by brutal overseers, and children of tender age were 
worked twelve to fifteen hours per day. One little 
girl in the state of New Jersey had her leg broken by 
one of the inhuman bosses with a billet of wood. 
What was God about while these eruelties were 
being practiced? Was he attending to the sparrows 
or numbering the haira of our heads, or was he lis- 
tening to the music of heavenly harps played by 
those who hav been “jerked to Jesus?”  . 

That God bas ever had anything to do with the 
actions of men remains yet to be proved. 

Joan Prox. 
(To BE CONTINUED.) 
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Aristocracy in Religion. 


I liv in the heart of the large and populous Kan- 
sas City. One pleasant afternoon, as I was seated 
at my desk busily engaged in writing, a colored 
woman rushed in abruptly, asking, “Do you know 
of any minister near by?’ Without waiting for an 
answer, she continued, ^I am nursing a lady in 
there, who is dying,” pointing to a well-known house 
of ill-fame, albeit a third-class, shackled old struct- 
ure, owned by a wealthy church-member, “and she 
wants a minister to sing and pray.” When I told 
her I did not know the address of any, she looked 
rather incredulous, and added, “You go to church, 
don’t you?” I said, “Sometimes,” but I really did 
not know the residence of any of the pastors. 

She went away, and I went on with my writing, 
not giving it much thought, as I hav very little faith 
in the efficacy of ministers. I am accustomed to 
being applied to by the unfortunate; but this was 
a new phase, to go to a notorious Freethinker for a 
minister. 

When I had finished my writing, it ocourred to 
my mind that, belonging to the class she did, she 
might hav difficulty in getting anyone interested to 
procure a minister. I resolved to ascertain, and if 
she had not, I would take some activ steps to pro- 
cure one. Not only that the woman’s dying wish 
might be gratified, but, I must confess, I feel a sort 
of glee in driving the good folks to work among the 
lowly, as I hav good reason to think they are not 
anxious for such jobs. So I put on my hat and went 
over the way, and learned she had no minister and 
very much wished me to send one. Just then a 
good Methodist friend of mine came around the 
corner, and I accosted him, telling him what was 
wanted and where. He said he did not know of 
any near by—showed a good deal of emotion, and 
said, * By all means, she ought to hav a minister.” 
I said I would keep on up tke street and perhaps 
find one, as a tall church spire reared its head less 
than two blocks distant. He said, “There are no 
churches up that way.” I pointed to the spire, and 
asked, “What is that?” He very contemptuously 
answered, “Oh, that is Presbyterian.” Evidently, 
in his mind, there was no church worth applying to 
except the Methodist. 

I must say my heart failed me about going into 
that aristocratic Preabyterian building, so I dropped 
into a painter's shop, a Liberal friend of mine, who 
I thought might be able to giv me information. He 
was practical and to the point. He said, “ Go over 
to the corner to the undertaker’s—the two kinds of 
business run together—and he can telephone fora 
minister quickly—might officiate himself—ought to 
be able to. He will get the job, probably [meaning 
funeral arrangements], and it is no harm to bother 
him a little.” So I directed my steps *tofhe under- 
taker’s, and made known my errand. He was very 
` sanctimonious, but he “ did not know of any.” He 
is a good Methodist, but he did not suggest his own 
pastor. At length a bright idea seemed to strike 
him, and he said, “Go to the Young Men's Ohris- 
tian Association. Young men are there ready to go 
at all times and to all kinds of cases.” Presumably 
he thought this was a case that would do for a 
* prentice hand.” So I asked him to telephone there, 
snd he did so. 

As I came away, I again met my Methodist friend, 
who inquired about my success, and remarked, “ You 
might hav got one of the Salvation Army; it would 
hav been good enough for such as her.” 

A young man from the Young Men’s Christian 
Association came and prayed with her, but as “it is 
the unexpected that generally happens” she did not 
die. He left his card, saying “if she needed him 
again she would know where to send !” 

Inference: If she livs she would not need him, 
but if she makes a success of dying, she would need 
him. 

Query: If a wealthy man had been reported as 
dyiug, or even had the lady been an inmate of an 
imposing and richly furnished bagnio, would I hav 
had to run about as I did to find a minister ? 

Dr. L. M. H. 


et ———————— 
No Faney Sketeh. 


My early intercourse in life with theologians begot 
a fixed irreverence for all clerical assumption, so much 
go that I hav ever since avoided much intercourse with 
them. 

It so occurred at one time I was in attendance at 
the couch of a young girl who was far gone with con- 
sumption. Sarah W. was a thoughtful, sensible girl 
while in health, and quite philosophic in sickness. 
A lady friend who had called upon her with some del- 
1sacies befitting her condition, formed a sympathetic 
irio, but which was broken by the addition of her 
former pastor, the Rev. Mr. R——. He had not seen 
Baran fur many months, and expressed much sympa- 
bay for her low condition of health. 

“Ah, Sarah,"he remarked, “our Sunday-school 
misses your attention much. But alas, sickness will 
uaavoidably at times intercept our best intentions.” 

“True,” remarked Sarah; “but it is not physical 
ailment alone that has made me a stranger. I hav 


been looking into the philosophy of Spiritualism.” 

The reverend gentleman looked around him in 
awful silence and solemnly remarked, “Sarah, 
Sarah, you are in a dangerous way, a very dangerous 
way!” and slowly glanced around in apparent 
horror. Catching the personage of Mrs. P——, he 
inquired to what church she belonged. In reply 
Mrs. P— said she belonged to no church and was 
in fact a Spiritualist. Closing his eyes, he muttered 
in aa undertone, “ Sad, sad, sad.” 

Mrs. P , feeling a privilege to speak, said 
Spiritualism at least had relieved her from all theo- 
logical restraint and she felt free to listen to all lect- 
ures tending to Liberalize the mind, scientific, Athe- 
istic, or Agnostic. 

* Yes, yes,” the reverend gentleman interrupted, 
Smiling sarcastically, “where perhaps your flowing 
ringlets might be more attractiv.” 

I must confess I felt a sudden shock of boldness 
at this clerical barbarity. But I restrained utterance, 
and, calmly as I could, only remarked, “Mr. R-—, 
from whence do you obtain authority to catechise 
and pass strictures upon strangers perhaps you hav 
never before seen ?” 

He looked me steadily in the face, and drawing a 
small Bible from his vest pocket and tapping it affec- 
tionately, said: “ This little book, the holy Bible, 
which I am almost certain, aged as you seem, you 
seldom read." 

* Read," I reiterated with some warmth, “read! 
do you know, sir, I hav read the Bibletwice through, 
perhaps before you were born! Read! know, sir, I 
was ‘copy boy’ of the first Bible stereotyped for the 
New York Bible Society, in the year 1816.” 

The reverend gentleman slowly and mutely re- 
turned the book to his vest pocket, and was evidently 
cowed. I think here I should hav stopped, buf my 
“dander was up," so to speak, and I continued: 
* Mr. R——, the Bible is a big book; but, sir, can 
you show me a single hero or sage between its 
covers whose character you would place before your 
children as a model ?” 

The reverend gentleman looked down and paused 
a few moments, and then, on rousing, said, ‘ Well, 
there is our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ !” 

* What?" I said, “he a model—a frequenter of 
groggeries and an associate of lewd and abandoned 
females; one who now would be rated as a tramp or 
vagrant—he a model? One who at best was rated 
88.8 crazy fanatic; one who boasted of his mendio- 
ity—that he had no place to lay his head; raised & 
rebellion in Jerusalem by riding on an ass, and pro- 
claimed himself king of the Jews; who——” 

But here I recollected myself as I saw the rever- 
end gentleman looking downward and silent, and 
thought myself out of place; hence, bowing to the 
sick girl, I quietly withdrew. 

I was uneasy until I called upon Sarsh the next 
day to apologize for my harsh boldness to her for- 
mer pastor. She said any apology was unnecessary, 
she was so glad I was there. That Mr. R—— was, 
as an orthodox preacher, sincsre and honest; but as 
a man he was inflexible and cold as an icicle. I 
inquired if any remarks tock place on what I had 
said. She remarked, “ None whatever. After a few 
minutes silence he said, ‘ Sarah, child, may I pray for 
you? ‘if it will be any relief to you, Mr. R——, 
you may, I replied ; ‘but I tell you candidly it will 
do me no benefit, inasmuch as I am aware of 
my future condition, as I hope soon to be with 
my foregone relations and friends. To-morrow, per- 
haps, you may see my mute, emaciated form before 
you, but you will not see your Sarah. She wili be 
realizing her warmest expectations.” 

It eventuated as she predicted; three days there- 
after I attended her funeral. l D. B. 

oO HO 


Random Notes. 


The question of “ closer organization and coopera- 
tion” is at present uppsrmost in the minds of Lib- 
erals. It is being given consideration in a spirit and 
with a vim that signifies victory for the Secularist 
hosts. There is no doubt in my mind that the com- 
ing year will find Liberals organized as they hav 
never been before. The signs of the times indicate it. 


The tendency of Liberal bodies is to get together 
under one banner, that is to say, unite with the 
American Secular Union. And the Union, in my 
Opinion, will be improved in several ways. This 
must come of necessity in order to-bring to her fold, 
together under her wing, as it were, the “chicks of 
the entire hennery.” Then what a crowing and a 
cackling there will be! 


The coming Congress promises to be the grandest, 
the mightiest, and the best annual gathering ever 
held by American Secularists. At it will meet the 
true leaders, the true patriots of ourcountry. There 
thinkers will do a work that will bring about the re- 
sult anticipated above. The handwriting is on the 
wall, and it reads, “The Oongress is the place to do 
the work, and there it will be done.” 


As Jamieson says, “there should be an auxiliary 
in every town and hamlet.” "That's correct. So let 


us be up and doing. Let us begin by making our 
national order stronger. Let us fall in line under 
the one emblem and on the one platform. Let us do 
our fighting shoulder to shoulder. Let us establish 
a mutual aid society. Let us inaugurate the lecture 
course system. Lét us be as true snd liberal to our 

worthy president as our enemies are to their brain- 

less and stupid leaders. In this way, and in no other, 

can we win. 


Did it ever occur to you that there was a time in 
this country when the churches were poor? When 
they were almost on the verge of taking up the marca 
over the hill? How did they change? How did 
they face about? I will tell you. Their preachers 
traveled the circuit, over rugged hills, through 
dreary forests and tangled swamps. - They did this, 
I might say, free, gratis. They preached for a bare 
living and in that way made poseifile the high salaries 
of our dayand time. The question arises and stares us 
in the face, “Will Liberal lecturers do the same ?" 
Will they tour the country the coming year at lower 
rates than heretofore? Will they for once travel un- 
der the guidance of the American Secular Union, and 
at living and not gilt-edged prices? Will they do 
this for one * three hundred and sixty-five days?” 
If all lecturers would agree to take the rounds at a 
salary Sufficient to keep the wolf from the door, and 
carry on a brisk campaign for a period of one year, 
they would at the end of that time hav so organized 
Liberals that a larger salary would be forthcoming 
and with it a surplus in the treasury of the American 
Secular Union. Yes, by all means work under the 
Union’s management, and for prices to suit the 
times. Bə as magnanimous and sincere as were 
the preachers of fifty and a hundred years ago. 

Every auxiliary should see to it that their meeting 
hall is decorated with the photographs of leading 
Freethinkers ; in fact, there should be two divisions, 
one for the portraits of the dead and another for those 
of the living. Now, we hav a large surface covered 
with plush, the pictures set in this, and flagging en- 
circling the whole in the shape of a deep frame. 
Auother thing we intend to do is this: Hav our 
local lecturers visit the different churches, take notes 
of the sermon delivered, and then create a stir by 
announcing “that Rev. So and So will be answered 
in the Secular meeting hall next Sunday evening.” 
Here we hav the papers on our side. This is rare, 
you know. I hav noticed all along that there is 
general complaint among Liborals as to the refusal 
of papers to print their articles. The trouble ie, 
these Freethinkers who complain are too hasty ; they 
find fault with the editors too quickly. If refused 
once they should kindly and politely receive the 
same, and, after a while, try again. By treating a 
journalist kindly you will lose nothing, but gain 
much. By aud by you will win him to your side. 
. We hav been mild with the reporters and editors, 
and, as a result, they are with us. 

Witt S. ANDRES. 


Portsmouth, O. 

———— ——— 
Christian Love Among the Mexicans, 

The Christian secte love each other now as much 
as they ever did. S. W. Siberts writes to the Chris- 
tian Advocate from Mexico: “ Sixty-six Protestants 
hav given their lives for their faith since Protestant- 
ism entered Mexico, about twenty-five years ago. 
Daring the last few weeks two murderous attacks 
hay been made upon the Protestants by their Roman 
Catholic neighbors. In our own mission the mem- 
bers of a small congregation near Puebla were as- 
saulted about midnight on April 28th, and aroused 
from their sleep to find à mob of Romanists setting 
fire to their houses and shooting into their humble 
homes with rifles and pistols. Some were injured, 
but providentially no one was killed. On April 27th 
a mob of about four hundred fanaties, headed by 
Anselmo Ohanez, a Roman Catholic priest, attacked 
a Presbyterian congregation in El Oarro, near Zecat- 
ecas. Some of the Protestants’ houses were de- 
stroyed; the church was completely ruined; the 
organ, hymn-books, Bible, and everything else inside 
the church was destroyed. Three Protestants were 
killed and eight otbers severely injured. It is well 
known that the priest Chanez was the leader of the 
mob. He, with about forty of the rioters, are in 
prison, and the government will doubtless punish 
them as they deserve.” 


Christian Wars. 

Prof. Leoni Levi, the statistician, has calculated 
that since the commencement of the Christian era 
there hav been 286 great wars in which Christian 
countries hav eagaged.  Olassified as to causes they 
are as follows: 

44 wars of ambition, to obtain extension of country. 

22 wars of plunder, tribute, etc. 

24 wars of retaliation or revenge. 

8 wars to settle questions of honor or prerogativ. 

6 wars arising from disputed claims to some territory. 

41 wars arising from disputed titles to crowns. 

30 wars commenced under pretense of assisting an ally. 

23 wars Originating in jealousy of rival greatness. 

5 wars which hav grown out of commerce. 

55 civil wars. 

28 wars on account of religion. 
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Fourteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fourteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Sscular Union has been appointed by the board of 
directors to meet at Portsmouth, O., on Friday even- 
ing, October 31, 1890, and to continue its sessions 
on the Saturday and Sunday following. 

The meetings will be held in the Grand Opera 
House, corner of Sixth and Court streets, and the 
orchestra of the establishment has been engaged for 
the occasion. Due notice will be given of the pro- 
posed reduction in railroad, steamboat, and hotel 
fares. 

Portsmouth is situated on the Ohio river, one 
hundred miles east of Cincinnati, and one hundred 
miles south of Columbus, and has extensiv and con- 
venient railway connections with the whole country. 
It is a port of foreign entry, and is distinguished for 
its numerous and magnificent meanufactories. It has 
a population exceeding fifteen thousand, has twenty 
ehurehes, the Ohio Militery Academy, and a splendid 
system of graded schools. The Ohio valley fair is 
held there annually; and several English and Ger- 
man papers, daily and weekly, are published in the 
city. 

The members and friends of the American Secular 
Union are sure of a hearty welcome, not only from 
our enterprising local auxiliary, but also from the 
citizens at large. 

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, i8 to secure the total separation of 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on 
what is commonly known as the Nine Demands of 
Secularism, we propose to omphasize the following 
at the coming Congress: 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the pablic schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather than an economic one, justified by physiolog- 
ical and other secular reasons. 

4 The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational and charitable institutions of a 
sectarian character. 

The American Sesular Union is strictly unsectarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but 
will use any and all honorable means to gecure its 
objects as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons, of whatever faith, to its member- 
ship, on the basis of “no union of church and state.” 
The word “secular” is here used in the broadest 
sense, as applied to the state, and not to any system 
of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkers, Spiritualists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, progressiv 
Jews, and liberal Christians, and, laying aside our 
peculiar views on religious questions, unite as Amer- 
ican citizens on the one broad platform of no union 
of church and state, and the complete administration 
of our secular government on purely secular prin- 
eiples. 

The National Reform Asscciation, having for its 
object the establishment of Christianity as the relig- 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens ; the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, indorsing the pletforra and 
policy of beth these organizations; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through 

their ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemp- 
tion of church property from just taxation, as well 
as the appropriation of public money for religious 
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schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 
and many others which might be mentioned, are im- 
periling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 
feel called upon to aid in organizing an effectiv op- 
position to these nefarious schemes. 

Due notice will be given of the selection of emi- 
nent speekers from all portions of the United States 
and Canada, and a free platform will be given to all 
persons who may hav a word to say for pure stace 
secularization. All, without exception, are welcome 
to this Congress in the wide-awake little city in the 
valley of the beautiful Ohio. 

R. B. Wesrproor, President. 

Attest: Ina O. Orappocs, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 1, 1890. 
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The Coming Congress. 


If indications go for anything it will be the largest 
gathering of Secularists ever held. The signs of the 
times point that way. The railroads and ateamboate 
will carry the delegates and visitors to and from the 
Congress at reduced rates. 

The national organizatior— President Westbrook 
and his able corps of assistants—sre doing yeoman 
service to make the Congress exceed the most san- 
guin expectations. We, the Portsmouth auxiliary, 
are siding them in every W&y we can. 

We hav a splendid musical program under wsy. 
Friday and Saturday evenings of the Congress brass 
bands and the G. A. R. drum corps will play in front 
of Opera Hall previous to the opening of the exer- 
cises. On the inside, Aba White’s superb orchestrs, 
Miller & Nagleisen’s Spanish Students and their 
orchestra of six pieces, will render selections. Dar- 
ing the afternoon cf Friday and Saturday Mies 
Sarah Stevens will perform on the piano with her 
sister, Miss Polly, ascompanying her on the viclin. 
At this time. A. G. Field, the great minstrel king, 
and his famous company of artists will be present. 
His orchestra will render difficult aud beautiful 
selections. His world celebrated sextet will sing 
popular melodies. 

Let Liberals everywhere attend. 
presence and your time to this event. 
your part, there all the honor lies.” 

Portsmouth, O. Wut S. ANDRES. 
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Washington Secular Union. 


THE SEATTLE BARBERS’ BARBAROUS ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN A 
BARBAROUS SUNDAY LAW FOR BARBERS. 


The following remonstrance tells its own story. 
It proved <ffectiv, and the petition of the barbers 
was tabled. But it was another proof that eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty. The ordinance 
asked for came very near being granted by the 
council. I only discovered the attempt in the nick 
of time, es the following extract from the proceed- 
ings of the city council will testify. 

Mr. Hall said he was advised that there was noth- 
ing to prevent the council from passing an ordinance 
closing the barber shops on Sundays. The judiciary 
committee might as well report favorably, and the 
council could do as it pleased about passing it. 
The mayor remarked that he had been requested to 
ask the council to defer action for the present, as a 
remonstrance would be presented. 


THE REMONSTEANOE. 
WASHINGTON SEOULAR UNION, } 
2104 SIXTH sT., BRATTLE, WASE. J 

To THE Mayor AND CouNon OF THE CITY ox SEATTLE, 
Gentlemen: The Washington Secular Union, having been 
organized to protect its members, and all other worthy citi- 
zens, in the absolute freedom of conscience in al] matters of 
religious sentiment, as guaranteed by our state constitution, 
respectfully call your attention, and solicit your earnest con- 
sideration, of the following facts in connection with a peti- 
tion of the master barbers of Seattle, asking your honorable 
body to pass an ordinance prohibiting barbers from doing 
business or work at their trade or craft on Sundays, under 
penalty of a fine of $25 for the first, $95 for the second, and 
$50 for the third offense. 

Such an ordinance prohibiting men from following their 
honest occupations at any time under penalty of arrest and 
fine is to relegate honest work to the realm of crime. 

If it is wrong for barbers to work on Sunday, why is it 
not equally so on Saturday or Monday ? 

If you pass an ordinance and make shaving or hair.cuttirg 
an offense because done on Sunday, then the law, declaring 
such acts to be illegal, is a religious law, enacted for the 
purpose of favoring one class of religionists. For if your 
honorable body were to enact an ordinance that no shaving 
or hair-cutting should be done on Wednesdays, under like 
penalties, every barber in Seattle would demur. 

Any law enforcing Sunday observance, or the cessation 
from honest work from respect to any day as a religious or 
holy day, would be unconstitutional. Our state constitu- 
tion, Art. 1, Sec. ii, declares: ‘‘ Absolute freedom of con- 
science in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, and wor- 
ship shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall 
be disturbed in person or property on account of religion.” 

Hence, no person pursuing any legitimate occupation or 
lawful pleasure or pastime on Sunday, any more than on 
any other day of the week, can be disturbed either in person 
or property because of anyone else's religious sentiment. 

The constitution clearly defines and positivly states the 
only conditions which can render a person liable to be dis- 
turbed in person or property, to wit, acts of licentiousness 
or practices incompatible with the peace of the state. 

The attention of your honorable body is especially called 
to the fact that in our state constitutions not alone religious 
faith and worship is assured, but absolute freedom in all 


Loan your 
“ Act well 


religious sentiment, and no citizen can be disturbed in per- 
gon Or property on account of religion, or religious rites or 
observances. ; 

The greater part of the commuuity may be fully agreed 
concerning some matter of conscience, but if only one among 
them holds a different opinion, his or her rights of conscience 
are just as sacred as those of al! others, acd must be respected, 
for our constitution guarantees absolute frcedom of con- 
science in all matters of religious sentiment to every individ- 
ual. 

If any number of the master barbers of Seattle desire to 
abstain from work on Sunday, or any other day, there is 
nothing to prevent them so doing—no law or city ordinance 
is necessary to enable them to exercise that undisputed priv- 
ilege. But simply for the purpose of protecting a number 
of master barbers from each other's cupidity and lack of 
faith in keeping agreement to close their shops and do no 
work on Sundays, they should not seek from your honorable 
body the passage of an ordinance that would deprive others 
of their constitutional rights, and render honest occupation 
infamous and unlawful. 

George Washington declared, “ Every man who conducts 
himself as a good citizen is accountable alone to God for his 
religious faith.” 

The observance of Sunday, or sun’s day, is a good o'd 
pagancustom. Its enforcement at the muzzle of a municipal 
ordinance would be as obnoxious and uncalled for as the 
enforcement of church attendance or family prayers by the 
same means. l 

We bav no established religion in the state of Washington. 
The Mohammedans who abstain from work on Friday, the 
Jews, Seventh Day Adventists, and Baptists who rigidly «b! 
serve Saturday, the seventh day, can only be made to observe 
Sunday by an infringement on their constitutional right to 
their own Opinions in all matters of religious sentiment and 
observance. . 

Seattle is a city of progress, the metropolis of the most 
prosperous state of the Union, and your petitioners pray that 
no act of yours shall relegate us back to the days of the In- 
quisition or of religious dictation. 

Under the constitution of the young giant state of Wash- 
ington every man enjoys the same rights of conscience and 
is responsible to no earthly tribunal for his religious faith, 
and cannot be made by fine or penalty to observe holy days, 
or other religious festivals, against his honest convictions, 

Legislativ bodies having jurisdiction can declare legal 
holidays in which no business cau be enforced by oue man 
on anotber, but hav no right to dictate the manner of obser- 
vance of the day by the individual. One man can work, 
another pray, and 80 on, as it suits the individual, but no 
man under the constitution of Washington, nor any legislativ 
body, has a right to say to any individual, whether barber, 
butcher, or priest, ‘‘ Thou shalt not work.” 

We therefore as individuals and as an organization protest 
against your honorable body assuming to pass an ordinance 
in violation of the constitutional rights and religious liberties 
of the citizen, thereby imposing on him the cxpense of 
defending himself and his constitutional rights. 

Respectfully submitted, ^ C. B. RgyNoLps, Secretary. 

R. Winsor, President. 


-eom 
Mr. Heywoed Recalls Some Notable Cases. 


To trae Eprror or Tue Taurg SEEKER, Sir: I 
was glad indeed to hear of Mr. Harman’s release on 
a writ of error, showing tbat there is at least one 
judge out there who does not think a man should be 
imprisoned fnerely on a differense of opinion in 
matters tè he happened to be ahead of some 
cther psople, in right discerned and duty done. 

Garrison used to say that reformers can get out 
of jail easier than they can get in; ssnse of right 
and spirit cf liberty win, ultiraately, no matter who 
or what opposes. In our cella bere each convict is 
furnished with a Bible; turning through it I find 
many notable jail cases, the “ Acts of the Apostles ” 
causing as many or more arrests and imprisonmerts 
as Abolitionists, Fraethinkers, and Free Lovers hav 
“experienced relizion" in, later. But the Infidels 
took it philosophically, then as now : 

When Herod would hav brought him forth the same 
night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and the keepers before the door kept the prison 
(Acts xii, 6). 

Then as now, the Radicals, “ lunatics,” “ cranks,” 
Anarchists, Wcrdocrats, were simply ahead of their 
time in personating individual sight and strength. 

Among other books in the library here I asked for 
James Anthony Froude's “ Bunyan,” and hav learned 
much that is new to me. Like Hugh O. Pentecost, 
Stephen Pearl Andrewe’s father, Rev. Elisha Andrews, 
whom my father and mother, Ez:a and Dorcas Roper 
Hoar, used to hear preach in Princeton, and Hoger 
Williams, the immortal exponent of soul liberty, 
John Bunyan was ® Baptist minister who took his 
call to preach from God within him, not from king 
or bishop out of him. Born in 1628, he died in 1688; 
from 1658 to 1672, twelve or fourteen years, he was 
in Bedford jail for free speech. The government 
was very lenient with him, letting him go out on his 
simple word, once as far away as London! It was 
as if Warden Russell was allowed to permit me to go 
home now and then, and stay over Sunday, or come 
on and hav a chat with you and other Noneonform- 
ists in New York. When I was in Dedham jail in 
1878, H. H. Bigelow, of Woresster, got up a barbecue 
ai Lake Quinsegsmond, roasted an ox in the wocds 
whole, had General Batler there as orator, and 
offered to leave $20 000 as security with Sheriff 
Wood, if he would allow him to take me to Worces- 
ter to speak at that meeting and return me gafe to 
Hotel Dedham ; but Sheriff Wood wouldn't. 

Commenting on the fact that a fellow, even in such 
a tight place, can be easy, if he is right, morally and 
spiritually, Rev. John Summerfield, the celebrated 
old-time New York preacher, said to sinners in your 
city: “ The church was praying in tears, wondering 
what would become of them if their strong champion 
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was taken from them. The enemies of God on earth 
and the devils in hell were rejoicing that they had 
The angels in heaven, ever 
intent on the mysteries of providence in redemption, 
were bending down to see what God would do with 


Peter in their power. 


Pater. When heaven and earth and hell were think. 
ing of Peter, what were Peters thoughts? 
was Peter doing? Peter was asleep !” 

Any time during the éwelve or fourteen years’ im- 
prisonment Bunyan would hav been released if he 
would hav promised not to preach, publicly ; indeed, 
the object of letting him out on his word of parole 
seemed to be to get by the case that way. But no 
sooner out than in barns, woods, or wherever there 
were some to hear he took to preaching. He would 
xot shut up, so they shut him up, but surrendered at 
Jast. During the protracted struggle Mrs. Bunyan 
went to London to plead her husband’s case before 
the judges—the distinguished jurist Sir Matthew 
Hale being one cf them. They listened courteously 
to her. After she had made her appeal Mr. Justice 
Twisden asked whether, if her husband were released, 
he would refrain from preaching in public in future. 
She sí oncs replied that he dared not leave off 
preaching so long as he could speak. The judge 
asked if she thought her husband was to be allowed 
to do as he pleased. She said he was a peaceable 
person, and wished only to be restored to a position 
in which he could maintain his family. They had 
four small children that could not maintain them- 
selvs, one of them being blind, and they had nothing 
to liv upon so long as her husband was in prison but 
the charity of friends. Hale remarked that she 
looked vary young to hav four children. “I am but 
mother-in-law to them,” she said, “having not been 
married yet two full years. I was with child when 
my husband was firat apprehended, but beirg young, 
I, being dismayed at the news, fell into labor and so 
continued eight days. I was delivered, but my child 
died.” Hale was markedly kind to her. He told her 
that as the conviction had been recorded they could 
not set it aside. She might sue out a pardon or ob- 
tain a writ of error, which would be simpler and less 
expensiv. She left the court in tears—tears, how- 
ever, which were not altogether the tears of suffer- 
ing innocence. “It was not so much,” she said, 
“that they were so hard-hearted toward me and my 
husband, but to think what a sad account such poor 
creatures would hav to giv at the coming of the 
Lord.” Later the policy of the government changed. 
He was released May 8, 1672, the case was won, and 
he was free the rest of his life. 

Bunyan’s work in prison was making tags for 
boot-laces. To his imprisonment we owe “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” “The Holy War,” and an immortal ex- 
ample of mental freedom. Milton’s great discourse, 
“The Liberty of Ualicensed Printing,” was delivered 
in Parliament in 1644. The subject of my gradu- 
ating speech at Bunn University, September, 1856, 
was “Milton, the Advocate of Intellectual Liberty." 
Theoretically, religious liberty, freedom of speech 
and the press, are asserted in the federal and all our 
state constitutions. Morals are a part of religion, 
the greater including the less. The struggle now is 
to realize the right of private judgment in morals. 
As in Bunyan’s case, 80 now, nobody is invaded, no- 
body hurt. When truth looks into a popular evil, 
she gets the door slammed in her face. But, as Ar- 
nold of Rugby said, “ Nothing is so revolutionary as 
the strain to keep things where they are in oppo- 
sition to growing tendencies.” “ Eicgland,” said 
Lord Brougham, “ survives because she knows when 
to bend." Oomstock, Wanamaker, Carpenter, and 
Foster are merely Mrs. Grundy’s broom trying to 
turn back advancing tides of progress. Judge 
Davons's action as attorney-general, advising Hayes 
to release me in 1878, Judge Nelson’s rulings in 
1883, Judge Pitman’s action in 1884, United States 
District Attorney Geo. M. Stearns's action in 1887, 
will stand as law, Oarpenter and Foster to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. As Mrs. Heywood says, 
* The question is whether Congress, the legislature, 
and the courts, or a few vice-society lice running 
about over the body politic, are the government.” 
We stand now for the integrity of the human body 
as well ag of the human mind ; for the right to print 
and deliver, by mail or otherwise, to regular sub- 
scribers a newspaper having plain-spoken opinions on 
morals, physiology, and language. 

E. H. Heywoop. 


——— a a 
The Revision of Creeds. 


Every Christian creed has claimed to set forth the 
doctrin of the Bible—that, the whole of that, and 
nothing but that. 
and more, that those making, believing, and preach- 
ing these doctrins are disbelieving many of them, 
and revising them out of their church standards. 
Therefore, as to the inspiration of their Bible and 
the revelation of their God, out of their own mouths 
they are condemned. Their only possible spology 
is, that they hav misunderstood the book. Where, 
then, is their revelation? Could not their God of 
perfection giv a perfeot revelation whieh they could 
understand? - Having misunderstood it in the past, 


What 


principle of sovereign election is not taught, meaning 
really that no language on earth can teach it. 


lovers of truth to know which of these is right or 
which to join ? 


hav foreseen and foretold the end. As the creeds 
crumble away the Bible must go with them, and 
then the faith of those professing to believe it ; hell 


It is now coming to pass, more 


having preached errors to us for many years past, 
how are we to know that they are right now? Hav 
they had a new, an amended revelation? or a new 
baptism of the Holy Ghost? The old Westminster. 
Confession held by the more extensivly learned and 
profound ehurches of our world, is now undergoing 
revision to expunge its chief dogmas, the decrees of 
foreordination, predestination, and elecíion. And yet 
a respectable minority in our land, and a great ma- 
jority in Scotland, hold without a shadow of doubt 
to these great ruling sovereign dogmas. Besides, 
thousands of Calvinists in other churches can never 
giv them up till they giv up their Bible. The old 
iron-side Baptists can no more doubt them than they 
can their religious existence. The only possibility 
of getting the purposes and decrees of their God 
out of their minds, is to chloroform their brains. 
Now, tell us what we are to know or do about your 
Christisnity? Is there anything short of getting 
your Lord to send us another revelation as to which 
of these great dogma parties is right? 

Moreover, are we to be told that his son, the seo- 
ond person in the triune God, is wrong? Let any- 
one read in Luke iv, 28-29, and then say that the 


Aud he said, ^I will go out and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets.” 

God, delighted with the proposition, exelsimed, 
“Go out and do even so.” 

.And this one spirit went out of heaven and jumped 
into four hundred of the Lord's prophets, and each 
one told Ahab to go up to battle and he should pros- 
per. He went, and was slain. Please read this ac- 
count for yourselvs. It wil be found in 2 Chron. 
xvii. Now, it looks as if God wanted these men to 
dic—wanted to get them where the fever would kill 
them—so when they went to him in “constant 
prayer,” to entice them out he pretended it would 
* please” him to hav them go. He accomplished his 
purpose; they are dead. Why should the mission- : 
ary world make such a hullaballoo over it, when they 
profess to believe they hav full confidence in the 
Lord, and he doeth all things well? 

Erra E. Gresow. 
———— e 
Leetures and Meetings. 

Mr. W. Pzg&IN8, whose name is somewhat familiar to our 
readers asan able writer, desires us to announce that he is 
ready to lecture on the easiest terms. His address is 1,835 
Montgall avenue, Kansas City, Mo. 

W. F. JauizsoN has accepted Judge Westbrook’s invita- 
tion to attend the Secular Congress. Liberals in Ohio desir- 
ing courses of lectures can address him at Kasson, Minu. 
The debate of eight nights bids fair to be largely attended, 
as Elder Nichols is a very popular and original preacher, 
in whom the people hav great confidence. 

OnaRLES Warts will attend the American Secular Union 
Congress at Portsmouth, O., October 31st. He will also lect- 
ure in New York at the Manhattan Liberal Club, Friday, 
November 7th, and for the Friendship Liberal League of 
Philadelphia, Sunday, November 9th. While in the States 
he would be pleased to make other engagements, and Secular 
Unions desiring- his services should address him at 334 
Weliesley street, Toronto, Ontario. 


J. E. RzMesvzG gave a course of three lectures at Sedalia, 
Mo., August 30th and 3ist. September 15th he eet out on 
a ten thousand mile tour through the far West. He lectured 
at Humboldt, Neb., the 16th; Alexandria, Neb., 17th; Gib- 
bon, Neb., 18th; Minden, Neb., 19th; Yuma, Col., 20th; 
Boulder, Col., 2ist; Canon City, Col., 22d; Aspen, Col., 
23d; Glenwood Springs, Col., 24:h; Grand Junction, Col., 
26h. The Aspen daily Mail thus refers to his lecture there: 
“The Wheeler Opera House was comfortably filled last 
evening to hedr J. E. Remsburg deliver his lecture. The 
subject was ‘The Apostle of Liberty, Thomas Paine. The 
lecturer was introduced by Judge J. W. Deane in a short 
address. Mr. Remsburg in a most delightful and forcible 
manner gave a history of Thomas Paine, and his efforts which 
led to the Declaration of Independence, and charmed his 
hearers by his grasp of the subject.” 


The 
same must be said of a passage in Luke iv, 21. 
Again, Paul is tha leading inspired writer of tho 
gospel. In his Eph. i, 11, he tells the disci. 
ples that they were “ predestinated according to him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will.” Likewise in Rom. viii, 28-31, the same 
doctrin is distinctly taught. 

And, if possible, above all, in Rom. ix, 9-21, no 
language on earth, or in heaven, if there be any, can 
set forth the doctrin of election more explicitly. It 
is even stronger than that in the Calviniatic creeds. 
Here is every Bible believer confronted posi- 
tivly and palpably with predestination, and the elec- 
tion of a very small part of the human family— 
scarcely one in a million—for whom Christ died, to 
take them to a heaven, the others toa hell The 
Unitarians and Universalists are unable to believe it. 
Those who hav preached it are now eliminating it 
from their creeds, and yet it stares them in the face, 
as do many filthy passages, in their Bibles. 

Moreover, professing that Bible, are the Jews, the 
Catholics, and the Protestants all antagonizing each 
other. In which army of the belligerents are we to 
enlist to please the God of this Bible? Besides, 
from the beginning there hav been two diverse con- 
flicting and decided theological parties—called the 
Calvinistic and Arminian. How are the honest 
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The New York Sun and other able secular journals But He Is the Man who Said It. 


** The Prohibition orgar: the Voice, says : 


** € The Infidel who insisted that he could hav improved upon this 
world by making health contagious as well as disease, was abashed 
to find out tbat health is contagious.’ 

** Colonel Ingersoll is not likely to be so much abashed at any- 
thing as at the colossal impudence and mendacity of the writers 
for religious periodicals.—THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“Come down. Who ssid anything about Colonel Ingersoll? Is 
he the only Infidel the world has ever seen ?”—The Voice in Reply. 


Colonel Ingersoll is not the only Infidel in the world, but 
his happens to be the original voice which uttered the saying 
quoted. It may be found in the ** Gods,” pages 72-78, and 
runs in this wise: ʻA very pious friend of mine, having 
heard that I had said the world was full of imperfections, 
asked me if the report was true. Upon being informed that 
it was, he expressed great surprise that anyone could be 
guilty of such presumption. He said that, in his judgment, 
it was impossible to point out an imperfection. .' Be kind 
enough,’ said he, ‘to name even one improvement that you 
could make, if you had the power? ‘Well, said I, ‘I would 
make good health catching, instead of disease." ” 

n a 


will go overboard its fires quenched, and finally 
the solid ground of Materialism and Atheism appear, 
uniting all common sense aud science. 

Kansas City, Mo, W. Perris. 


————— 9 —9À—À——————— 


Misplaced Confidence. 2 


There is loud wailing over the death of the two 
young Maine missionaries who went to Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, West Africa, last spring to carry the 
gospel into the interior of the dark nation. 

Mr. Gates, only twenty-three years old, writes back 
to a friend in Lewiston, Me., only & week before he 
was stricken with the dreadful fever that ended his 
life in eight days, how the Lord had blessed them 
and supplied their every want, they were full of 
faith and courage; but that he would return at once 
and not go into the interior if he thought the climate 
would injure him (not much faith nor trust in that) 
for he would not wish to pass an invalid’s existere» 
(where was his courage ?), but he had implicit confi 
dence in God's keeping. He says in his letter, “ It 
has been s matter of constant prayer among us that 
we might be led as to going on (into. the interior) 
sud we were finally unanimous that it would please 
the Lord to hav us strike on.” And yet it “ pleased 
the Lord” in two weeks to strike them both dead! 
He adds, “I am sure God's hand is not shortened, 
and he oen care for his servants as if they were in 
America traveling among friends.” Is not this a’ 
sure case of misplaced confidence in the Lord? 
How do we know but the Lord wished to kill these 
two young men and so lured them, with false prom- 
ises, out into this deadly climate for that purpose! 
We hav a case in scripture exactly of this kind. 
God wanted to kill Ahab, and he could devise no 
better way than to get him up to Ramoth Gilead. 
and hav him fall in battle. But kow to get him up 
there puzzled the Lord amazingly, that is, if he is 
God. So he assembled all the hosts of heaven to 
aid him with their advice. One spirit spoke after 
this manner, and another after that manner, but God 
did not fall in with any of their plans. 

At last one spirit came out and stood before the 
Lord, who was satisfactory. He said, “I will entice 
Ahab to go up to Ramoth- Gilead.” 

And the Lord answered, ‘‘ Wherewith ?" 


The Influence of Woman, 


[Ir was IN A CLINTON Praog GERMAN BARBER SHOP, AND 
TWO OF THE BARBER'S WAITING COUNTRYMEN HAD CONSTITUTED 
THEMBELVS INTO A COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY ] 

First Garman: * Vat I tell you vos dot dose ghurches 
vos no goot.” 

Second German: “ Yah, dot is so. De wimmen run de 
ghurches, de priests run de vimmen, de vimmen run de men, 
and de gountry it vos going to de tuyvil." 


———— a a 
Circumstances Alter Cases. 


[THERE WAS ONLY ONE '  GUSTOMER" IN THE GERMAN BAR- 
BER SHOP ON THE MORNING OF Yom K!PPUE, AND THE DAY 
FURNISHED THE BARBER’S TOPIC.] 

The Barber: “Dis vos dot tay de Jews fast till vive 
o'glock. Dey eat noddings from yesterday since vive 
o'glock, too. Vat tam fools dey be!” : 

The Customer : ** But you fast, too, don't you?” 

The Barber: "Dot vas only vun tay in de year, Goot 
Vriday.” f 

The Customer : ** Well, what’s the difference then between 

ou and the Jews ?” 
d The Barber: ** Ah, you vos vun o’ dem Bob Iagersoll vel- 


lows." 
————— 


Tr: Freethinker Magazine for October contains, among 
other things: ‘‘The Last Words about Protoplasm,” by 
T. B. Wakeman; "Imperativ Ideal,” by Professor Herbert 
E. CrossweN ; ** Who Inspired Him? The Cyrus Story in 
the Old Testament,” by Professor A. L. Rawson; & Foem 
by Nelly Booth Simmons, and one by Lydia R. 
Chase; a fine portrait of J udge Charles B. Waite, as front- 
ispiece, with an editorial Biographical sketch of his L’fe. 
Price, 90 cents. For,gale at this office. 
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For there is really much of that taught and urged 
as the only true religion. If it were possible for us 
to sift the latter superstitions, miracles, and myster- 
ies out of it, and could we eliminate the idiom’, the 
figures, allegories, metaphors, and fables out of the 
text, with the multitude of parables that hav been 
spoiled, perverted, misunderstood, and ruined as 
illustrations by meddlesome or ignorant doctors, 
priests, and bishops—if we could get at the simple, 
sensible thoughts that lie buried or more than half 
concealed under the verbiege of the letter, the rub- 
bish of ignorance and mysticism, with which it has 
been enveloped and disguised, we would see the in-- 
tended good sense of the original writers. 

It was the discarding of the spirit, the simple ob- 
jects and intentions, of the early, intelligent prose- 
lytes, and placing all kinds of false and illusiv defi- 
nitions or interpretations on the corrupted, misun- 
derstood letter, that has been the bane of believers 
and ihe wreck of the religion as a simple code or 
system of morals. 

There is yet enough of sterling, exalted, unobjec- 
tionable statement of immutable, abstract, positiv 
truth, to overshadow, eclipse, and render nugatory 
all the metaphysical and mythological drivel that 
pious and bigoted enthusiasts bav inserted, either 
from ignorance and false notions or from selfish or 
sinister designs. To destroy the simplicity, to make 
the text obscure, and to mystify religion was the de- 
sign, that an order of priestly expounders would be 
needed, and meke a profitable and honorable occupa- 
tion out of the task of elucidating to the ignorsnt 
its deep mesning and divinely concealed but saving . 
mysteries. 

From the reign of Constantine, when the impor- 
tance of properly expounding these scriptures begau 
to be most seriously felt, in order to secure the one 
faith and the only one interpretation out of the 
writings, this letter of the manuscript; to insure 
uniformity in one universs] Catholic religion, up to 
the present hour there has been controversy, cavil- 
ing, and quarreling over the letter—the letter falsi- 
fied, made corrupt, unmesning, senseless, and 
inexplicable, by cfiicious and conceited intermeddlers, 
writers, commentators, and copyists of previous 
centuries. This was done in the interests of pagan- 
ism, of pagan beliefs and theories that were popular 
and prevalent in all Christian localities. 

Greece, Rome, Persis, Chaldea, and Africa 
furnished those Bible makers and Bible expounders, 
these enemies to truth and to the simplicity of the 
original, simply Christian religion. 

The contests over the trinity between the two 
divisions of the principal sect seemed to engage 
the attention of the scholarly class so far as to allow 
the smaller sects to remain comparativly undis- 
turbed. 

These sects gradually dwindled away in signifi- 
cance till they were practically out of the field of 
combat. Yet some of the different, peculiar views 
that divided them, and separated them from tbe 
orthodox mejority, are on record, and hav always 
since been referred to as heresies and dangerous. 

There were the Novatians, Marcionites, Maniche- 
ans, Montanists, Donatists, Sabelleans, Nestorians, 
Cerintheans, Magians, Therapeuts, Epicureans, Es- 
Vac and others which were classed as Agnos- 

ics. 

The trinitarians, or orthodox, headed by Athana- 
sius on one side and Arius on the other, with their 
followers of bishops, presbyters, and priests, their 
army of monks and adherents, kept up a long and 
fierce conflict. 

The creed adopted at the council] of Nicea was 
intended to settle this doctrinal difficulty, but it 
proved an entire failure. 

It seems singular to us now that a controversy 
should so long rage over an idea, a figment of the 
imagination, over a vision that was entirely without 
foundation, and over which there was not a semblance 
of a shadow of reality. 

It was a conception originating among the relig- 
ious polemics of Alexandria, and never had any part 
or connection with the teachings of Joshua nor 
with the earlier proselytes. 

Yet it has distracted’Ohristendom, having success- 
fully deceived and deluded it for fifteen hundred 
years. Such is the infatuation it has produced, that 
to deny or to doubt it, knowing ss we do how it 
originated and was introduced into the church, is to 
be reproached as unsound in faith, if not stigmatized 
as Infidel, and to be held in suspicion. 

The precise point between these combatants was 


srati | tiong felt by those who entertain more intelligent 

£ ommunications. and practical views. 
It is the hold the belief gets on the feelings and 
Origin of Our Religion. sentiments that give it efficacy, without regard to its 


: ne : truthfulness. 

ge we cael m improbable it was that tliese This is so much the case that there are multitudes 
s z gospe Rite tid could really hav any certain | oy to be found among Obristians, educated, cult- 
c ge of the hings which they narrated, inci- ured, and intelligent, among clergy and laity—in 
bros which it is said oceurred over one hundred and short nearly all those who claim to be religious in 
: ity these belie they were recorded, we ean place |, geots —of that claes who can not, dare not, or 
tle confidence in their testimony. In making | wil] not venture to examin or to inquire into the 

up their stories, they must assume most of this knowl- 


i : igi thenticity, or even the reason for their 
edge and write with the assurance ag though they origin, Ba D i it 
were eye-witnesses, or as being on the ground to i belief. Whether right or wrong,to be satisfied with 


à A the comfort and trust the faith brings is enough. 
posta emong of those who heard and saw what | And this state of mind, this acquiescence and resig- 
Í I ORI » 1d t : » nation to the effect the faith has over the feelings, is 
i as ig ie or “ wise men of the Hast” were religion. Then why question, doubt, or cavil, or 
known to the Greeks to be star-gazers, astronomers, | think, lest they should lead to unsettlement and 
cobi duin m they believed their great men | uncertainty ? 
were born under certain, stars, which afterward innt i i 
ruled their destiny. The Greek writers accordingly Wherever, inquiry: Dax ean indulged, it bus ed 


coupled “the wise men of the East" and the story toward trath, and the growing mental freedom, of 


of the star cf Bethlehem with the birth of Joshua, to ms SES LAUDE ML the rest ea Due i 


giv the occurrerce the appearance of miracle and thus illusi 

appeal to the minds of the credulous. M Uu. Grane” a ana M 
In preparing these gospels their unknown writers | Without the cementing snd sdhesiv effect pro- 

evidently had two important pointsin view. Thefirst | duced by a common sympathy in the defense and 

was to make them appear to be based upon the hie- | support of these religious follies and falsehoods, 

tory, the statements, and the prophecies of the old they would crumble and disintegrate. Truth re- 

Hebrew scriptures. The -seeond, to interweave quires no acct, neither cap it create one. 

through them enough of the Jewish ideas, of Roman Where the trath is, there is unity 

rule, and of the peculiarities and influence of adjacent Falsehood alone keeps ths human family separated 

countries, to satisfy the credulous and uncritical of | from a common bond, a common interest, and com- 

the plausibility and probability of the narrativ be-| mon good : ' 


ing historically reliable. While this has been done|  goience 

rae A or demonstrated truth, knowa no seot. It 
to some extent, it will not bear careful compari- | has nothing to conceal, and nothing to defend. It 
son or critical examination, without an exposure of | ig calm, unruffled, patient, and imperturbable. 
many fallacies and contradictions, and much to show | Pianted on the eternal rock, it is immovable and 
how ignorant and incompetent the writers were for everlasting. When the votarea of error want rest, 


what they attempted to do. truth weleomes them to its eternal embrace and 


It is well known to eareful, critioal readers that 
: ; ear . though ; r 
these gospels will not bear such examination. This pies oad vo call ew the Gab cn ae 


method of mingling mythology and miraculous oc- h » 

currences in their religious writings, was universal bape anna pei A E ee tree 

Hc es saab as papar m koly bocks written] Religion in any ceremonial or superstitious form 
p uned wi abulous stories and | in which itis believed and practiced, technically as 


incredible miracles, and it was on this ground that i i i 
they were condemned and rejected. dag lie E LE EU E 


The story of the wise men foilowing the star accorded i 
so with the known Chaldean faith that it was left beycud the eae A puces ede o ied 
vs e gopek because of the plausible and supernat- | and governed by scientific truth, religion has come 
ural weight it would add to the record, in enlisting | to them as a substitute. If humanity is in the dark, 
the interest of those who were uncritical, yet relig- | it demands some comfort. So it draws its golace 
iously Vade It appealed to their veneration, their | from faith. Religion will yet long be a needed 
puoi. promt and si econ agency for the race. It is only where science sup 
a eful gospel-writers understood the | plants or supersedes its necessity, that it will or can 
condition of the minds of the masses and adapted | be abandoned. : 
rd Sud be mitos to believe, better people would| When we hav the absolute truth, it will free us 
! ME E : from religious thraldom. 
; Tue arona ae miracles, recorded as accompany-| Tt is reported that Joshua said on his trial, “To 
ing the crucifixion, were well calculated to arrest and | this end was I born, for this cause came I into the 
startle the Greek mind. Some bold and daring writer | world, that I should bear witness to the truth.” He 
ventured on this experiment. Kuowing what a evidently saw beyond all religions. 
faith and reverence the Greeks had for their gods,| J use the word Joshua to designate the Jewish 
and that the stories about the prophet Joshua had prophet, because to his people, the Hebrews, it 
pera ps ezaeceratod and magnified that he had been | meant a messiah or savior. But it is evident that 
had ena id and so much power and virtue | the Greek idiom was such that it was neither pro- 
a Go rie Paea 2 that he had been called | nounced or spelled that way in Greece. They 
d lai od, as a matter of course when | spelled and pronounced it a little abbreviated. 
a god was slain some catastrophe must be visited) “+ was only Jeshu, or Jesu, which has nearly the 
on the earth, to evidence that a great crime had been | game sound as Joshua. In Latin the s is added. 
committed against the rights and powers of the gods. | making it Jesus. "This may be called s corruption 
pore miracles, in connection with Joshua, were not | of the original, but it is simply the result of chang- 
etas ue copies of the gospels. So the | ing & word from one language to another. 
Th X d mb l : g . Jesu Ohristi in Greek would be Joshua the wise 
‘They were dou bless inserted in after-conturies | men in Hebrew or Aramic. 
with the view of giving additional efficacy to their| In English we hav it Jesus Christ, and hav given 
E religious awe, reverence, and fear, | to it a new and unwarrantable definition which 
tees of ee di deeply in the iu- | tends more to perplex the mind and embarrass the 
shureli: P aith and sustaining the understanding, than to convey any clear knowledge 
ES is Mies rptu peua scholars, that these ME 106 ay the dew PIANOA SENEESE 
gospels abound in interpolations, emendations, and | Ail through the N i 
: : : : ew Testament the writers and 
dno ae De hav received from copyists, com- | translators E him not only these names but many 
es positis ig de which were no part of the | others which are unjustifiable, perverting and mis- 
Modern scbclagsbig acd. erpai the late New fae dum a en nae E 
Testament revisers, hav revesled to us abundant evi- rd iw: aie intended: “so e giten um 


dence of these many corruptions and perversions i i 
I : This abuse and liberty taken with the text, and the 
But because they hav been so long believed and language necessary to P MM ODE with it, with the 


tolerated as genuin, they tell us, they thought it| aise i j j 
safest and best not to disturb publie faith, so they | much of the New Testement sn unsolved mystery, 
: : an incomprehensible riddle, to the eim le-minded 
P R n y me ehe e honest, irquiring reader. - ' | how to engraft the trinity onto the Ohristien relig- 
feligicus and tha experisnon ol all reli Hd 0 : This metaphysical obscurity, this ambiguous no- jion and make the union complete end satisfactory to 
that it is not necessary for any faith Ur belek a 8; | menolature, or vocabulary, furnished eager delight to | the caviling pagans and simple-minded, in order to 
ttn or theology oprerocd, to be irua or MUR i O€- | all classes of sectaries for centuries, in building up | gain them over as converts to the Christian faith. 
distent or pouibleeren o ivit teliescd us nes creeds and expounding dogmas and doetrins they | This word Christos, now spelled Christ, this title 
that it may subdue the ird and esercide t s i ii claim to bav found concealed beneath this inexplien- | given to Joshua on account of his wisdom and good- 
fug Aande over pho life and. condusi of YE rol- | ble verbiage, then pronouncivg their theories the} ness in enlightening the people and trying to save 
dividual, n me of the in- sr e: " bi — them, vu to be, through some thaumaturgic or 
at 3 ; : uch evidence running throug e New | magical influence, converted into a divinity. Ii was 
B s iuc Ero ing peaa ee faith, | Testament that many of the early Christians or ule a word, but a divinity must bo devised 
, absurd, and impossible, | gospel writers understood religion to be simply be- | somehow out of it, or out. of the supposed power 


exercises more power to subjugate the believer to | jieving i ivi i ; ah i 
N : à j g in and living up to a correct, or intelligent | which it must represent, f i i 
its exactions and requirements, than do the obliga- | system of ethios. 5 f j trinity. These josdein: could in Ar one 
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cisely as to how this should be done. 
had plausible processes, but different. 

This contest caused Constantine much trouble. 
was his choice and desire that it should be settled. 
He alternately cajoled and censured both lenders; 
had them both deposed from their bishopricks, and, 
through persecution and persuasion, he tried to 
bring it to an amicable adjustment. Arius had been 
banished to the desert, but the emperor relented 
through the importunities of the court women, and 
the edict was issued to restore him to the see at 
Alexandria. He arrived in the city, but, while in the 
street on his way to the church, he was taken gud- 
denly ill and died. It was hinted that the prayers 
offered by his enemies, asking ihat he should never 
be restored, were helped in their answers through 
poison, which had been secretly administered in his 
food or drink between his arrival and the hour for 
meeting. 

These heathen horrors hav haunted the church all 
through the centuries. Now it is “infant damna- 
tion ;” “the office of the holy spirit." Then it was 
the physical composition of a personified abstraction. 
What an idea—to take a little Greek word, christos, 
meaning wisdom, whose mythological synonym was 
the goddess Sophia, and deify it without defining it ; 
apotheosize it by the commands of the Holy Ghost, 
then quarrel over the manner in which it came into 
existence, after making it to their own taste and 
fancy and christening it a son of God. This son of 
God was not made, and did not exist, till the fourth 
century. 

There were other hard words manufactured to 
represent the terms and merits of this controversy. 
Those on one side called themselvs Homoousians ; 
on the other they were Homoiousians; the difference 
of one letter in a name represented the difference of 
faith in the contesting parties. 

This controversy over the body they made out of 
the procession of the Holy Ghost from the father's 
essence into the word wisdom, or christos, was very 
serious. Perhaps we cannot, at this period of our 
history, and with the changed conditions in which we 
are placed, conceive the difficulty and delicacy of the 
task, and the nature of a genius that could crowd & 
spirit or ghost into a word, and know that it was 
eels lodged there, swelling that word into a 

od. 

The life of one champion was ended, but the ab- 
struse question long remained without a satisfactory 
solution. It was forced into the background to 
make room for the accomplishment of other pur- 

0868. 

F The suppression of the Gnostics, and turbulent 
dissidents in various parts of the empire, that uni- 
formity of faith might be established, was an impor- 
tant project, and severe measures were adopted for 
that purpose. Long and bloody wars ensued ; trin- 
itarian Christianity was put to a great strain, and 
driven to desperate resources—persecutions, banish- 
ments, suppression of all learning—and the faith was 
largely planted by the point of the trinitarian sword. 
Every liberal and enlightened movement in schools 
and colleges was suppressed. This initiated the 
period when there was not one in ten thousand ip 
the church that could read or write. 

. There are but few people in the church, whether 
from birthright or conversion, that know anything 
about the history of the religion they profess. 
Neither do they care to know. It is nothing to them 
as to how much fraud and invention of designing, 
ambitious, and unscrupulous men has been imposed 
on them. They know not where their religion orig- 
inated, or how it was concocted; what intrigue and 
wicked measures were adopted to foster it and giv it 
prominence; how it was first manufactured as a 
feeble and contemptible form of paganism, with 
some sentiments attributed to Joshua combined with 
it, and then forced with relentless energy on the 
people, who hav accepted it as the only alternativ. 
If Ohristianity has any history, this is the substance 
of it. It has no other history, and who knows not 
ihis knows nothing about the what and whence of 
ne religion. He is the dupe and victim of a phan- 

om. 

The masses do not think it desirable to know any- 
thing about it, and if they knew all about it they 
would not believe if. They are happier ignorant, 
and more contented to.take the faith on trust than 
they would be if they knew more of it. The church, 
the creed, and the Bible are made to sustain it, the 
preacher to enforce it, and they are told it is good, 
divine, from God. They take this testimony as 
sufficient, and preferable to any history, no matter 
how true or authentic, if it conflicts with this. They 
despise truth and spurn it when offered to them to 
antidote or to correct this popular and palatable 
falsehood so long believed and crystallized into a 
faith. Their fathers knew no better, neither do they 
want to. If it served them, it will serve us. It is 
safer to rely on and more acceptable than the truth. 
True or false, it brings comfort and confidence, and 
that is all we want. If the truth unsettles, it is an 
evil. Let what be said that may about the history 
or genuinness of our religion, it has bewn tested for 
centuries and given satisfaction, and our own experi- 


They both 


It 


ence is a confirmation of this judgment.. We hav 
learned it from our parents, from the church, relig- 
ious literature, from the lives of the worthy saints 
and martyrs who died for it and sealed its excellence 
and efficacy with their blood. If it was false, how 
could the world hav advanced in refinement, intelli- 
gence, and a high civilization under its sway? 

All this and much more is urged in its defense as 
conclusiv evidence that it is genuin and of divine 
origin. These are the reasons and convictions that 
are offered by the ignorant believer, yet they are just 
as applicable to any other religion, and as sound a 
proof, where other circumstances are equal, of its 
genuinness. Civilization has really fought its way 
onward, inch by inch, in opposition to the church and 
its decrees. 

The palmiest days of the church, when faith ruled 
the Christian world, were the ages of intellectual 
darkness. The first efforts to break from this gloom 
and debasement were met by guillotin and the 
fagot. Luther and his successors were proscribed, 
anathematized, threatened, tortured, and condemned. 

Bruno (Giordanc), the astronomer and scientist, 
was burnt at the stake; Galileo was forced to his 
knees with his hand on the Bible, to recant or to die 
for his scientific discoveries; Michael Servetus, the 
physician, the scholar, and scientist, was burnt at 
the instigation of Calvin, one cf the great lights of 
the church, a leader of a sect. 

Tens of thousands were tortured and martyred in 
this Protestant, or early struggle out of the bondage 
and darkness, when religion instead of law ruled 
the state. When religion or Christianity was su- 
preme and triumphant, civilization was but an 
empty name. 

Our civilization to-day is noi what it should be, in 
many respects, beacause the church still exercises too 
much power, and restricts it by its pernicious faith. 
The church religion keeps the people in darkness and 
error, punishes them for bad conduct, tells them to 
repent and then go to heaven. 

The church dreads the light and truth of a wise 
civilization because it would undermine and make 
nugatory the creed. 

It claims that through its portals is the passport 
to heaven. It flouts at science and demonstrated 
truth when they conflict with the faith, the creed, 
the ritual, that reads people to heaven. The sub- 
stance of its teachings is, Trust to God and go to 
heaven in the dark. The tree of knowledge bears 
bitter fruit. It is safer to shun it and rely on faith 
in the foibles and fiendish concoctions of fifteen hun- 
dred years ago, in an age when faith was forced 
down the throat with the sword and cimeter. 

There is not s church in the land, I care nct how 
liberal it is, that is not poisoned and palsied by the 
virus of that old superstition ! 

There is no religion under the name of Christian- 
ity that is not an offshoot and a slave in some degree 
to that ancient heathen creed. It may be bui 
shadowy and feeble, but its track is there, 
in the language, the tone, the phraseolcgy, the 
form or sanctity of acts or words. 

They al! cherish some of the relics, the modes and 
manners, of the old Roman mother. 

Protestantism was started to get rid of some of 
the coarsest and vilest of these. 

What it has not abandoned, it retains, it cherishes, 
and transmits as its heirloom from that ancient rep- 
resentation of the Christian faith. We sneer at the 
Catholics, not knowing that all we hav we inherited 
from them. The legacy is venerable, but we hold it 
as precious on that account. T. E. LONGSHORE. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 1, 1890. 

r—— A o 
The Common Sense Club. 
Capt. Robt. C. Adams at the Toronto Convention. 

The chief needs of man are food, shelter, love, 
leisure, and education. Mental liberty is essential 
to their attainment. The work of Secularism is to 
secure these advantages through Freethought. It 
must not only inculcate the principles of Naturalism, 
but must apply them to the practical affairs of life. 
This must be done through the organization of 
Common Sense Clubs, having the motto, Use Com- 
mon Sense; the maxim, Natural Law Rules the 
World; and the precepts, Be Happy, Do Good, Do 
No Harm. Emerson says, “The cure of a bad theol- 
ogy is not a new one, but common sense,” and Lecky 
says that theology “is replaced by shrewd, secular, 
common sense.” The Common Sense Olub could in 
every village become the provider of entertainment 
and be the originator of plans for improvement. It 
could apply common sense to all the affairs of life. 
As to the home, it could consider how to relieve its 
drudgeries by ccoperativ effort. As to the town, 
it could discuss whether it is sensible to giv over the 
supplying of all its needs to private capitalists, or 
whether it pays for a town to furnish its own gas, 
water, and electric light at cost, and to make its 
roads, run its tramways, and control the service 
of other general needs. As to the nation, we 
can form opinions as to the desirability of leaving 
the conduct of its affairs to private enterprise 
for the benefit of individuals or corporations, or 
whether the people collectivly should manage 


the post-office, railroads, telegraphs, sugar refin- 
eries, coal mines, and in time all great indus- 
tries. It could discuss whether it is better for a 
people to buy their supplies where they can be got 
cheapest and of the best quality, or whether they 
should be restricted to the purchase of such goods 
as their countrymen can make and pay the price they 
may demand. The application of common sense to 
the question of capital and labor, to Sabbath observ- 
ance and the opening of museums, libraries, art gal- 
leries, and excursion facilities on the workingman’s 
rest-day, to religious formalities and dogmas, and to 
all things relating to man's welfare in this life, 
would result in the establishment of Secularism as 
the controling principle in human affairs. 


8 — — — — 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


During the Jast four months the pope has been the | 
recipient of $250 000. Of this sum $50 000 came 
from F'ranee, $63 000 from Italy, $31,000 from Ger- 
many, and $80,000 from the United States. The old 
saying, “The fool and his money are easily parted,” 
seems to be true yet.— Bulletin Mensuelle. 


Tho last number of Das Menshenthum contains 
an announcement from Frau Wilhelmi notifying 
her friends that the arrest orders issued by the 
courts of Kiel and Erfurt hav. been withdrawn. 
She has returned to Undertirkheim, near Stuttgart. 
Can it be possible that a wave of self-respect has 
struck the authorities of those cities? 


A new Christian sect has appeared. It makes No. 
109 or 110, we are not sure which. The founder, 
Michael Baxter, the eccentric son of a crazy Irving- 
ian, has proclaimed to the citizens of Basel that on 
March 5, 1896, at 3 a.m., the world is coming to an 
end, and all are to go down to the warm place except 
the 144,000 elect, who will start for their harps and 
a seat in Abraham’s bosom.—/reidenker. 


Here is an example of the education imparted by 
the church in Belgium. In the Antwerp provincial 
court & bill was introduced calling for five hundred 
francs to pay the expenses of sending persons bitten 
by dogs, supposed to be hydrophobic, to Pasteur. 
The clerical mejority objected. , It would be to slight 
Saint Hubertus, who for eleven hundred years had 
attended to that business. The Liberals laughed 
outright, but this did not effect the faithful; and 
the question was put to vote and with an overwhelm- 
ing majority it was resolved to contribute five hun- 
dred franos to the Pasteur institute and Saint Hu- 
bert. This in the year 1890, July 15th. 


Before long the various branches of science are 
to undergo a complete revolution, judging from 
the appearance of a Roman Oatholic Society of 
Science, Literature, and Art, which will endeavor 
to bend the various branches of science in other 
directions. “This new academy,” says Das Men- 
shenthum, “will turn its special attention to nat- 
ural science, mathematics, history, and philosophy, 
and under the leadership of its president, the 
brave Frhr. v. Helfert, prove ‘physiologically’ 
the immaculate conception, ‘mathematically’ the 
holy trinity, ‘historically’ the genealogy of Christ, 
and ‘ philosophically’ Frhr. v. Helfert's own wisdom.” 


Mr. Viktor E. Lennstrand is getting quite aggres. 
siv. He is no longer satisfied with lecturing in or- 
dinary cities, nor even with disturbing Bishop 
Billings’s peace, but goes to Dalaro, the fashionable. 
Swedish bathing resort, aud delivers his lectures. 
The clergy were dumfounded. They did not know 
what to do, so in want of anything better they declared 
that Lennstrand ought to be stoned. They did not 
stone him though, but confined themselvs to going 
around and tearing down the bills advertising the 
lectures. Yet in spite of all a large and intelli- 
gent sudience listened to our friend's exposition of 
Liberalism, and we dare say were quite surprised 
when made acquainted with the real essence of Lib- 
eralism. 


In the German magazine Zeitschrift für Hygiene 
George Cornet publishes an essay on “The Mortal- 
ity in Cloisters,” and proves conclusivly from statis. 
ties of the last twenty-five years that the mortality 
is surprisingly large. In the order of Sisters cf 
Mercy the average length of life is only thirty-six 
years; in many cloisters it sinks to thirty, twenty- 
eight, and even lower. The mortality as compared 
with that outside for the age of fifteen to twenty 
years, is four times as high ; for the age of twenty 
to thirty years, three times as high; for the age cf 
thirty to forty years, twice as high. The principal 
causa of death is tuberculosis, which in cloisters 
causes Seventy-five per cent of the deaths, while in 
the wicked outside world it causes but fifteen to 
twenty per cent. This excessiv mortality, which 
shows how well Jehovah takes care of his own, i8 
due partly to the careless way in which the nuns 
move about the sick, not using any disinfectants, and 
partly to the unnatural life enforced by cloister rules. 
— Freireligióses- Sonntags- Blatt. 
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What They Say Abont The Pieture Book. 
Moses Harman in Lucifer. 

Among the noteworthy books received at this office dur- 
ing my enforced vacation is the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book," issued by the Truth Seeker Company, New 
York. 

While it is doubtless true that the famous cartoons of 
Watson Heston in Taz TaurH SEEKER giv offense to the 
prejudices of many readers, there can be no question that 
this method of teaching useful lessons is a most effectiv one. 
That Mr. Heston is one of the very best of living cartoon- 
ists, and that, as & whole, his pictures hav been and will be 
the means of doing much good in the way of eliminating 
old-time superstitions, I verily believe. 

To be appreciated the ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book” must be seen. Each alternate page is filled with se- 
lections from well-known authors upon the subjects illus- 
trated by the cartoons. These selections are printed in large 
and clear type, and altogether the book contains a storehouse 
of information, instruction, and innocent amusement that 
it would be hard to find elsewhere—at least, hard to pur- 
chase elsewhere for the sum of $2. It takes a pile of 
money to get out a single copy of a work like this, and we 
sincerely hope the orders will be sent in thick and fast, to 
gladden the hearts of the publishers and to make cheerful 
&nd happy the homes and lives of the purchasers. 

—— Mail i I —— 
The Specter that Threatens the Irish, 
From a Datly Paper. 

The most trustworthy information from public and private 
sources in all parts of Ireland is to the effect that the com- 
plete failure of the potato crop makes another great famin 
in that most unfortunate of lands practically inevitable. 
The point of actual suffering from hunger has not yet been 

_ reached, but the days of starvation, unless help comes, are 
not far off. A movement is on foot to bring to the attention 
of America the appalling calamity which now threatens Ire- 
land before actual death from hunger has claimed any vic- 
tims. Several meetings hav already been held, and organi- 
zation will be so far perfected that the personnel of the 
organization and its plans will be snnounced in a few days. 
It has been decided to organize under the name of the Amer- 
ican Committee for the Relief of Famin in Ireland. It is 
proposed to make its work cover both North and South 
America. 


From the Loyal American. 
It is reported that the potato crop in Ireland is a failure ; 


if 80, we may expect to hear an appeal made to Protestants 
to load ships to keep south and west Ireland from starving. 
This reminds us that we remember to hav heard a gentleman 
telling that he gave a $500 check to load a ship with provis- 
ions to keep starving Irishmen alive, and subsequently read 
in a Roman paper that the Irish had that year sent a very 
large sum of money as ‘‘ Peter's pence” to the pope. He 
declared that the next time they got hungry, he proposed to 


let the pope feed them. 
—_— 9$ -———— —— 


The Mormon Commission. 

The Utah Commission has forwarded a report to 
the Secretary of the Interior of iis doings for a 
year. The Oommission, much to its regret, finds 
that the Mormons show no signs of relinquishing 
their faith, and hav even elected some disfranchised 
ex-polygamists to high offices in the church. And 
the Commission believes, though it has no proof, 
that forty-one male Mormons hav taken to them- 
selvs plural wives. The Commission recommends 
that the powers of the Commission be so enlarged 
as to authorize and enable it to issue instructions 
which shall be binding upon the registrars of its 


appointment in the performance of their legal duties. 
The report also recommends the enactment of a law 
similar to the Idaho test law, “believing that it 
could do more to put an end to the teaching and 
practice of polygamy than has been accomplished by 
the partial enforcement of existing laws." In con- 
clusion, the Commission reports what it said in its 
last report—that in this matter the government 
and Congress should take no backward or even wa- 
vering steps, but should continue the activ and vigor- 
ous enforcement of the laws and the improvement of 
them by the amendment of such as would make 
them more effectiv, and by enacting such other laws 
as experience may show to be wiser and more effi- 
cacious to accomplish the desired end. 

There is nothing particularly surprising in this 
report. It is not a nineteenth century miracle that 
persecuted fanatics should cling to their supersti- 
tion, nor is it the first time in history that inquisitors 
should ask for an enlargement of their powers. 
Thorough work can never be done except by officers 
authorized to invade houses and put the inhabitants 
to torture to force them to confess every secret of 
their existence. 

The great trouble with the Commission and the 
law from which it derives its life, is that they do 
not limit their intention to stamping out polygamy, 
but aim also to extinguish the religious faith which 
leads to the beastly practice. Oonfiscation of cor- 
porate property cannot in any way sftect the indi- 
vidual habits of the members of the corporation. 
The church did not giv pecuniary support to the 
polygamists; on the contrary the too-much-married 
members gave the church one-tenth of their incomes. 
To reduce the tithes would only allow them funds to 
support more wives. And to persecute them because 
they delieve that polygamy is a means of saving 
grace is only to make them cling more firmly to that 
belief, and the more rash and fanatical among them 
would surely exemplify in their lives the faith they 
held, even at the risk of prison. These are the les- 
sons of history, a thousand times impressed upon 
the race. A law against bigamy, honestly enforced, 
would be better than a cumbersome lot of statutes 
directed against a faith, and the injustice of which 
but makes the people more and more determined in 
their resistance to them. 

Do the churchmen never stop to think that but 
for Ohristianjjy we should never hav had Mormon- 
ism ; that its victims are people made superstitious, 
and therefore easy dupes to preachers of supernatur- 
alism, by the older faith ; that when Mormons become 
Infidels they do not believe in polygamy; and that 
the best way to suppress Mormonism is by convert- 
ing the Mormons to Rationalism ? 

a a a 
Persecution of Jews by Jews. 

Tuesday, September 23d, at sundown began the 
Jewish Day of the Atonement, called Yom Kippur, 
for short. It is the annual period of Jewish humilia- 
tion, and on this day the year must be reviewed and 
forgivness asked for all sins against Jehovah, This 
ceremony, anciently, was a sort of confessional, which, 
with pagan additions, has developed into the Romish 
confessional. The day brings all Hebrews to their 
synagogs. Orthodox and reformers, high and low, 
rich and poor, good and bad, observe the day with 
fasting and hours of prayer. No business is con- 
ducted and all food is abstained from. Some of 
their customs are still permeated with the lowest 
forms of superstition. The day before the Day of 
Atonement the strict, old-fashioned, orthodox He- 
brews provide a cock, which they send to be killed. 
The person whose property it is takes the fowl by 
the legs, and with his uplifted hands swings it nine 
times above the heads of himself and his family, and 
at the same time prays to God that the sins they hav 
been guilty of during the year may enter the body of 
the chicken. 

There are in this city, however, a few thousand 
Jews who hav renounced their religion, without 
taking on any other superstition. . Their “ prophet” 
is John Most, renowned as tke Anarchist. These 
Jews made prepara o celebrate the day iman- 
other fashion. They had arranged to hire the La- 
bor Lyceum in Myrtle avenue, Brooklyn, in which to 
carry on their festivities, as they were unable to se- 
cure a suitable meeting-place in this city, and John 
Most was to speak. This fact became known sev- 
eral days before the event, and there arose protests 
from the religious Jews of Brooklyn against hav- 


ing their holy day ridiculed and desecrated. Those 
who were in charge of the meeting, with a view to 
allaying this storm of objections, announced that 
Most’s name had been taken from the list of speak. 
ers, and that the Rev. Hugh Pentecost would speak 
in his place. The odbodos Jews/loweret, still pro- 
tested, and attempted to obtain from the courts in- 
junctions preventing the proprietors of the Labor 
Lyceum from letting the place for such purposes, 
The courts refused, and the Jews, with Coroner Levy 
at their head, went to Mayor Ohapin yesterday 
morning. The result was that an order was issued 
that the Anarchist Jews were not to be allowed to 
meet in in the Labor Lyceum, and that the doors of the ^ „and that the doors of the 
hall should be closed and guarded by policemen, and 
that a large force of police should be on band to 
carry ont-the order and prevent the Jews from con- 


gregating. 
' What the Jews proposed to do is outlined by 
their tickets, printed in Hebrew, but translated in 
the Sun: 

** Grand Yom Zom Kippur ball. 

** With theater. 

** Arranged with consent of all new rabbis of liberty. 

** Koll Nydre night and day. 

** In the year 6651, after the invention of the Jewish idols, 
and 1890, after the birth of the false messiah, in the Brook- 
lyn Labor Lyceum, 61-67 Myrtle street, Brooklyn. 

“ The Koll Nydre will be offered by John Most. 

** Music, dancing, buffet, * Marseillaise ’ and other hymns 
against Batan." 

“ Koll Nydre,” is the name of the ceremony which 
plays the principal part in the celebration of Yom 
Kippur. One of the Jews described the proposed 
proceeding to a Sun reporter. “Our program for 
to-night,” he said, “ was to hav a farce performed 
on the stage, sing Russian songs, hav recitations, 
and dancing, and eating. Mr. Pentecost was to 
be the only speaker, and I hav telegraphed him 
now not to come over. Everything was in readi- 
ness, and we were prepared to hav a jolly time 
by ourselvs. I came here, and was confronted 
with the greatest outrage that could be perpetrated 
in a free country. This hall had been ordered by 
the mayor to be kept closed until to-morrow night. 
I asked the captain on what grounds, under what 
law, this wasdone. He didn’t know; he was simply 
carrying out his instructions. Do you know who 
instigated this shameful thing? It was Moses May, 
the millionaire butcher, who wants to appear before 
the poor Jews as a sincere believer in their faith so 
that they will consider his meat ‘kosher’ and buy it 
in preference to other meat. Do you suppose the 
police would hav stopped us if we were not poor and 
helpless? Why don’t they stop other meetings that 
they are opposed to? This affair was not arranged out 
of spite or with the intention of ridiculing the Jewish 
or any other religion. We are not children. We 
wanted to enlighten our people and show them what a 
true God is like and show them the God that the 
orthodox Jews worship. We issued a circular in 
which we imitated the prayer of the Jews. We 
asked God to abolish poverty, to make us all rich, 
to let the people run the railroads, not a few in- 
dividuals. Dr. Richard Gottheil called at my house 
and asked me to suppress thig circular. Of course 
I refused.” 

The gist of the matter is that the meeting was 
prevented by Coroner Levy, a political Jew of 
New York, to oblige his coreligionists, and make 
himself “solid” with them for a reélection. Mayor 
Chapin has been guilty of using his office to oblige 
a brother politician, for even the police could not 
see where their power to stop the performance 
came from, and as the reporters naively put it, 
“seemed to sympathize with the Anarchists, and 
treated the few that gathered with more kindness 
and courtesy than they usually pay to people 
whom they may club with impunity.” 

The mayor of Brooklyn bases his action, he alleges, 
upon a call printed in the Pioneer of Freedom, a 
Hebrew journal, but as he had to depend for knowl- 
edge of its contents upon a translation, obtained by 
Coroner Levy, he had no means of knowing what it 
really contained. The translator deliberately and 
mendaciously inserted whole sentences as was known 
the next day, when a reliable translation was made. 
Here is the circular, with the interpolations in italic : 

** This company feel it their duty to celebrate the coming 
atonement evening and day, namely, the eve of the 23d and 
24th of this month, in Labor Lyceum (a hall at 61 Myrtle 


street, Brooklyn), by eating, drinking, dancing, prome. 
ading, and speeches relating to Anarchism and the use of dy- 
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namite and powder. The prophets of old preached and ad- l 


monished in the name of God, in whom their followers 
pretended to believe, but we openly and frankly proclaim 
that God never existed. There is no God, and God will 
never be. In the name of freedom we mock the Jewish 
religion. As true revolutionists we fight against religion, 
the state, private and public property. These three things 
must be.destroyed. Against religion, as well as against 
public and private property, we enter an open contest—a 
contest not through politics. We desire to throw off the 
yoke of the state, under whose weight we lie, by means 
of powder and dynamite, which we intend to use against religion 
and public and private property. We will hav a ball on 
Atonement day for the purpose of ridiculing your God. 
If your God is deaf, if he is sleeping, or conversing with 
some one, let our Atonement ball awake him. Let the tones 
of our music tear his ears open. Let our revolutionary 
speeches with dynamite and powder interrupt his conversations. 

“Last year the Jews of New York took their God to 
the police department and to the coroner, but this year 
you poor Jews will take your God and religion to the 
cemetery. The experience which we had in New York 
city taught us the lesson to go to Brooklyn. The evening 
prayer will be: * We will take the capitalist in the right 
hand and religion in the left hand; and say they both 
shall go to the devil by means of the use of dynamite and 
powder. The closing prayer will be: ‘Anarchy in the 
right hand and revolution and dynamite in the left; God 
never was, is, or ever will be.’ f 

** A very interesting theatrical piece will be played, which 
was composed expressly for Atonement day. It will begin 
simultaneously with the services in the synagogs.” 


The good orthodox Jews deliberately committed 
forgery, perjury, and fraud to attain their object. 
They lied, they knew they lied, and they must hav 
known that soon the world would know that they 
lied. They went ahead, depending upon the popular 
prejudice against Anarchists to shield them. 

But if the circular had been as fully charged with 
dynamite and powder as alleged, the onse, if it should 
ever come before the courts, will involve, says the 
Sun, the question, Has the mayor or any other pub- 
lio official the right to prevent a number of men 
from holding a meeting? The law under which the 
mayor is supposed to hav acted is as follows: 


** Bro. 451. , Unlawful Assemblies.—Whenever three or 
more persons : 

* 1. Assemble with intent to commit any unlawful act by 
force; or 

**9. Assemble with intent to carry out any purpose in 
such & manner as to disturb the public peace, or 

** 8. Being assembled, attempt, or threaten any act tend- 
ing toward a breach of the peace or an injury to person or 
property, or any unlawful act. Such an assembly is unlaw- 
ful, and every person participating therein, by his presence, 
aid, or instigation, is guilty of a misdemeanor. But this 
section shall not be construed as to prevent the peaceful as- 
sembling of persons for lawful purposes of protest or petition.” 

There is no law regarding assemblies which ii is 
expected are going to be unlawful. In cases where 
there is the slightest reason to suppose that there 
will be a violation of the law, it has always been 
customary to hav a large force of police on hand to 
anticipate trouble and break up the meeting should 
such a violation occur. But to prevent the possibil- 
ity of anything at all turning up, by simply prevent- 
ing the meeting from being held, is a step which is 
invasiv of liberty. Commenting upon the suppres- 
sion of the meeting the Sun, which is the only daily 
paper denouncing the outrage, says : 

“ The Constitution of the United States guarantees the 
freedom of speech and the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble. 

** The constitution of the state of New York declares that 
‘every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sen- 
timents on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of 
that right.’ 

** Until the right of free speech has been abused, no crime 
has been committed. No matter how unpleasant or violent 
or vile is the program announced for a public meeting, nor 
how despicable are the people who intend to assemble, nor 
how offensiv to public decency they are expected to make 
themselvs, the time for the police to interfere is when the 
law is broken, not before. 

** The suppression of the meeting of the Infidel and An- 
archistic Jews of Brooklyn by the police of that city, under 
verbal orders from Mayor Chapin, after the courts had re- 
fused to prevent the meeting by injunction, was an extraor- 
dinary proceeding. 

** What evidence had the mayor or the police that the an- 
nounced intention of the Anarchist Jews to talk dynamite 
and to burlesque religion had not been abandoned at the last 
moment? And, supposing it had been abandoned, was not 
an outrage committed? Were not people of the state of 
New York deprived of a constitutional right ? 

* It implies no sympathy with dynamite talk or vile jest- 
ing on sacred subjects to maintain that the only duty of the 
mayor and police was to warn these people and to watch 
them, and to arrest them if they violated any law. 

* To close the doors of their hall and the mouths of their 
Speakers before any law had been broken was a colossal 
blunder, no matter how good the intentions of the authority 
responsible for the order to the police." 


In Brooklyn the matter has been freely discussed 
since by the politicians, and even by them the opin- 
ion was expressed that the mayor had over- 
stepped his authority in prohibiting the meeting 
until such expressions from the speakers as would 
tend to incite trouble had been made. The executiv 
committee of the Labor Lyceum Association of 
Brooklyn, which organization owns the Labor 
Lyceum, held a secret session on Yom Kippur night 
and declared the action of Mayor Chapin arbitrary. 
Although the strictest secresy was manifested re- 
garding the proceedings, it was learned by a Herald 
reporter that civil proceedings are likely to be com- 
menced against the city. The speeches were bitter 
in their tone, and the municipal authorities were 
denounced for not waiting to find out whether at the 
meeting:speeches relating to the use of dynamite 
were made. We hope the suit will be pushed and 
the Brooklyn authorities taught a lesson in religious 
liberty and the orthodox Jews one on the sin of 
bearing false witness. 

Of this action of the Jews in demanding the sup- 
pression by law of their religious opponents, what 
shall be said? It surely will not raise them in the 
estimation of decent people, nor will it win them 
sympathy for their own sufferings by Christian per- 
secution. They are even now appealing for aid 
against the wicked decrees of the Russian govern- 
ment, and also crying religious persecution because 
insurance companies discriminate against them in 
issuing fire policies on property occupied by them, 
and because the Obristian landlords of summer re- 
sorts hav kicked them out of the hotels. Yet, per- 
secuted and discriminated against as they are, they 
turn around and invoke the aid of the police to per- 
secute their own brethren who hav voluntarily left 
their religious fold ! 

The action of the authorities is unwarranted. They 


hav no legal right to suppress anything but disor- 


derly meetings, and this meeting had not even begun. 


Why don’t they suppress some Catholie or Prot- 


estant gatherings because things are said at them 
which hurt the feelings of one or the other of the 


sects? 
——————— 9 1 


A Humane, Christian Gentleman. 


Briek Pomeroy uses over a column of the latest 
issue of his paper to giv Holy John Wanamaker a 
certificate of good character. Mr. Pomeroy met the 
postmaster-general on his recent visit to Washington 
in the interest of Moses Harman. “Mr. Wana- 
maker,” cert/fies Mr. Pomeroy, “is a humane, Chris. 
tian gentleman of great business capacity.” Just 
so. An article in the evening Suna few days ago 
fully illustrates this. It is headed, “ Wanamaker, 
the Friend of Labor,” and is as follows: 


** Pecksniff Gradgrind Wanamaker has the following ad. 
vertisment in the Philadelphia morning papers of Thursday, 
Beptember 18th: 


*** Here's a Chemise. Oambrio, in large sizes: 

21-4 yards cambrio at 110... 

1-4 yard Hamburg at 30..... 

2 yards Hamburg edging at «s 

olo MEE 
460. 

‘© That's the close, careful cost. Our price is only 50c. Would 
you do the work for 4.2’ 

** Mr. Gradgrind Wanamaker is a man of facts, hard facts. 
He invites his customers to consider whether they could 
make a chemise for four cents. Their time would be spent 
more usefully at their trade, or taking healthful recreation, 
or attending the prayer-meeting. There is no profit, in 
Gradgrind Wanamaker’s opinion, in making chemises at 
four cents apiece. So the throngs of artisacs’ wives and 
clerks’ wives who buy their dry goods in Wanamaker’s store 
are advised of the great bargains in chemises to be had there. 

“ At whose expense do the women of Philadelphia buy 
such bargains? Mr. Wanamaker has no longer any white 
slaves at Berlin. Asa patriot he now uses only domestic 
labor. He pays his seamstresses four cents, less his margiu 
of profit, for each chemise they make. Owing to his exer- 
tions, new chemises are placed within the reach of all but 
the very poorest members of the community. What matter 
if these very poorest be the same women whom he employs 
to make chemises in order that he may pile them up on his 
bargain counter? No one ever studied the interests of the 
working classes with better results than Pecksniff Gradgrind 
Wanamaker. 

“Tf an ordinary merchant advertised his wares in this 
fashion, one might be consoled by the thought that he was 
simply lying, and that he was really understating the price 
of his seamstresses’ labor in order to giv his bargains an en- 
hanced value in the eyes of consumers. But Pecksniff 
Gradgrind Wanamaker is shut out from this miserable 
alternativ. He isa humble and devout Christian. He could 
not be guilty of the sin of telling lies to gain trade. To rep- 
resent the chemises as costing less for labor than the real 
amount paid for them would be equivalent to obtaining 
money under false pretenses. 


his mask off. 
by a signed advertisment see him as he is. 
forgetfulness the Pecksniff mask is thrown off, the four-cent 
labor confession escapes him, and the unmasked features of 


633 


“No. Pecksniff Wanamaker, who teaches little children 


on Sundays to pray for their daily bread, giva bread, and 
not much else, to his seamstresses on week days; the city 
supplies them with the water to wash it down. 
Wanamaker subscribes liberally out of his margin of profit 
on four-cent labor to send flannel waistcoats and other lux- 
uries to the nativs of Central Africa. 
Pecksniff mask is always on when his face is turned toward 
the public; the grinning Gradgrind skull is reserved for his 
seamstresses and other employees. ` 


Pecksniff 


Wanamaker’s smiling 


“But even Wanamaker must sometimes be caught with 
So on this occasion he lets the whole world 
In a moment of 


Gradgrind Wanamaker are exposed to view.” 


We do not doubt that Mr. Wanamaker is a Chris- 
tian; that he is a humane gentleman requires, in our 
opinion, more thau Mr. Pomeroy’s word to establish. 
We like better the notions of a famous aposile of 
Freethought who said he would not wear a shirt for 
which the poor woman that made it had not received 
just and fall compensation. 

Four cents for making a large-siz3d cambrio gar- 
ment! Yet of such as Wanamaker is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Let’s go to sheol. 


2 —— ——— 

We record with sorrow that Wm. Holgate, of Mauston, 
Wis., died September 13th. Mr. Holgate was born near 
Halifax; Yorkshire, England, Oct. 30, 1812 He came 
to this country and landed in Boston April 18, 1848. In 
1852 he moved to Chicago, where he lived abont two years, 
then moved to Marengo, Ill., in which place he lived thirteen 
years, and came to Mauston Dec. 17, 1866, and has been & 
resident there since that time. He was married to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Rowe Sept. 1, 1855. His wife, two sons, and two 
daughters survive him. His funeral was held at hia late res- 
idence Monday afternoon, J. L. Potter, of Wonewoc, Spirit- 
ualistic lecturer, conducting. He read an address from the 
Truth Seeker Collection, hymns were sung by the choir, 
&nd tbe remains were conveyed to Mauston cemetery for in- 
terment. 


Junar THAYER last week decided the case of the street 
pedlers of Philadelphia who were arrested for selling the 
** Kreutzer Sonata.” In his opinion he says the book pos- 
sesses very little dramatic interest or literary merit. In the 
first he is wrong, in the second right. The book is very 
dramatic, but is by no means pleasing reading. Tolstoi 
has drawn his inductions as to sex union from a class of 
people who are not yet civilized, who are partial animals, 
with no idea of the equality of woman or of her equal 
rights in marrisge, and naturally he has written brutally. 
The remedy, in his Wew, is the old asceticism of monkery, 
which, of course. would destroy the family, and iu the 
end lead to the licentiousness of those times when Chris- 
tianity was lived as well as preached. In his concluding 
remarks, Judge Thayer said: **'The work may be offensiv to 
our opinions and convictions, just as others are which are 
daily sold in our bookstores without objection or challenge 
from anybody, but it cannot be justly said to be of au 
obscene or lewd character, nor is it, either in its senti- 
ments or language, in any degree calculated to minister 
to corrupt or licentious practices, or to gratify lewd de- 
sires or to encourage depravity in any form. The court 
was reminded upon the argument that the czar of Russia 
and the post-office officials of the United States hav con- 
demned this book as an unlawful publication; that the 
former has prohibited its sale within his dominions, and 
the latter hav forbidden its transmission through the mails. 
Without disparaging in any degree the respect due to these 
high officials within their respectiv spheres, I can only say 
that neither of them has ever been recognized in this country 
88 & binding authority in questions of either law or literature. 
The defendants hav committed no offense against the laws, 
and are therefore discharged." This is good, but there is a 
paragraph in the opinion which betrays a narrowness one 
would not expect after the foregoing. ‘‘ Every man,” he says, 
* has the right under such a government as ours to discuss 
such questions, either orally or in print, if he does so ina 
proper and becoming manner, and does not in doing so vio- 
late the decencies of life. He may call in question and argue 
against any received doctrin of the Christian faith, if he uses 
in.doing so proper and becoming language, but if one 
should introduce into such a discussion blasphemous lan- 
guage or ideas, or obscene, lewd, or indecent thoughts or 
words, or should make his description the occasion for revil- 
ing and scoffing at the most sacred things, or speaking of 
them in a profane, abusiv, or indecent manner, he would 
unquestionably be liable to be indicted and punished there- 
for.” Pennsylvania has a very pretty blasphemy law, and 
legally Judge Thayer may be right as to penalties for blas- 
phemous language; but will he undertake to imprison all 
the scoffers at sacred things in his state? If so, the legisla- 
ture will hav to build more jails and penitentiaries. As for 
indecent language against the Christian faith, none can be 
used that would more justly fall under judicial displeasure 
than quotations from the “sacred ” book upon which that 
faith is founded. But when did the Christian faith become 
so allied with the state that one must be finically circum- 
spect in discussing its doctrins? Judge Thayer seems to 


labor under the impression that Christianity owns the world, 


and that to dissent from any of its doctrins is a privilege 
which it graciously grants, but which no one has the natural 
right to do. About three hundred years ago that sort of 


talk was more in harmony with facts than it is now. 


634 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 4, 1890. 


Zetters fram friends. 


Cnapnon, Nes., Sept. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: We like the paper better without the illus- 
trations. M. E. Smita & Co. 


Covnom VarLzy, Ipa., Sept. 8, 1890. 
Mr. EDITOR: Please continue my subscription to Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, I am a echool-teacher here. I like your 
paper 80 well I cannot do without it. J. T. Towntey. 


. CnxwsvILLE, MD., Sept. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $2 for the ‘‘ Freethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book." Send the book as soon as ready. 
I will inform the late inquirer that the poem entitled, 
ét The God and Devil of Orthodoxy,” can be found in Tue 
TEUTA BEEKER Of Oct. 22, 1881. Jno. H. Harp. 


Dayton, O., Sept. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $4 for two copies of the 
** Freethinkers' Pictorial Text-Book." I hav no doubt the 
book will hav a very large circulation. It is only by the 
free circulation of Liberal ideas that an influence and power 
is created that saves us from the cruelties of religious perse- 
cutions and at the same time serves as an aid to evolution. 
Truly yours, J. A. WALTERS. 


Cenrez Beers, O., Sept. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Evrror: Inclosed please find my check, ‘for which I 
wish you to mail one copy of the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book.” This is the second ‘ Pictorial Text-Book " 
I hav ordered, and I may order more. Itisgrand. I sub- 
scribed for Tax Truro SEEKER when it was published in 
Illinois, and hav taken it ever since. Life would scarcely 

be worth living without it. PARKER Lewis. 


Lonpon, Ont., Sept. 15, 290. 
Mr. Eprron: Please inclosed find $5.25 for my lease of 
that paper which I cannot be without, the cartoon book, 
and the ANNUAL for 1890. I will also take one of the Bible 
cartoon books when they are finished. There is nothing like 
them to counteract the impression made on the minds of 
children by that fabulous book. Superstition dies hard— 

very slow, but sure. Hold the fort. ^ JosgPH ALLASTER. 


BaowRYILLE, Inp., Sept. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Enprrog: I hav sat down to write for the *' Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book. Designs by Watson Heston.” 
I hav been a subscriber of the good old TgurH SEEKER for 
twelve or fourteen years, and want it to be circulated. I 
hav tried to get subscribers, but many are afraid to take it 
for fear that it will hurt their business. I am an Atheist of 
the first water. I was reared & solid Presbyterian up to 
nineteen. Infant damnation was too strong. I want Reason 

and not superstition. æ JoHN A. REYNOLDS. 


ExMETTSBURG, Ia., Sept. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find draft for $10—$6 of which is 
in payment of the three ‘‘ Pictorial Text- Books ” already re- 
ceived, and $4for two more which we hav sold to other good 
men that are interested in the good cause. We think the 
work isimmense. Whatis the matter with Heston? We do 
not like Tue Terura SEEKER quite as well without the pict- 

djres. Get Heston at work as soon as possible. 
Yours truly, T. J. Proury AND C. E. Coxoon. 


Saoramsnto, CAL., Sept. 11, 1896. 
Mr. Epnrrog: The two ‘ Pictorial Text-Books” came to 
hand O. K. You can send the other three. I will keep 
one as & sample to get orders. The book must be seen to be 
appreciated. All that hav seen the book speak well of it 
—even church-members, that are not hidebound. I believe 
the book will hava good run after a little time. I will try to 
get orders for the book. I prize the work highly. The 
book is worth double what is charged for it. With much 
regard for the success of Tue TRUTH BSgEKER, I subscribe 

myself, Its friend and patron, R. BUTTERFIELD. 


BieNAL, O., Sept. 23, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav given to several of my Liberal friends 
to read the truth seekers’ journal. They admire the same 
very much. We hav several Freethinkers in this part of the 
country, and I think if we would hav some intellectual 
speaker come and giv courage to some of us, he could 

organize us. 

As the most part of our Freethinkers are cowards and are 
afraid to say their view of religion, I hope some one will 
. come to ouraid and organize us, and keep our young friends 
from being dragged to the torturing hell of superstitious 

ignorance. ; E. M. Geiger. 


WaLLA WaLLA, Wasn., Sept. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I take this opportunity of ackaowledging 
the receipt of my ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book," and it isa gem 
and a treat. The first evening and afternoon that I received 
it, I think a score of persons must hav looked at it, and 
all, some of them Christians (not fanatics), were loud 
in its praise. A good many took down your address, and I 
am sure & great many Orders will come from here. I hav 
kept for ten years the largest oyster and chop house in this 
city. My place is patronized by lawyers, doctors, and bus- 
iness and professional men, in fact by the best class of peo- 
ple here, and as my place is open all night, the ** Text-Book ” 
was being looked at and read by these men all night. For 
myself and wife’s part, if you would kindly thank Mr. 
‘Watson Heston for the picture where C. B. Reynolds’s kind 
and intelligent features are beaming at us in front of his tent, 


throwing away pearls indeed, you would do us a great favor. 


‘| Next to that is the pair of pictures, ** The Illusions of Child 


and Manhood.” But they are all good. ALVIN OLSON. 


Sroxane Faris, Wasu., Sept. 5, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for renewal to the grand 
TRUTH SEEKER. I havread Tue TRUTH Szzxzx for three 
years off and on, and I can safely say it is the most instructiv 
journal in America. I take Fritankaren also. It is'& good 
paper, worthy of assistance from all Liberal-minded people. 
This city is big enough fora strong Secular Union, and I 
cannot see why one has not been organized. Will some 
subscriber here drop a card for me at the post-office, and we 
could try to hav some Liberal lecturer come here and help 
us organize. 

The Washington Secular Union is doing some good work 
on the other side of the Cascades. And with Mr. Reynolds 
at the head of the little army we ought to succeed. Wishing 
you success, and Heston speedy return, I am, 

Yours sincerely, Joun EB. Wain. 


PoocATELLO, Ipa., Sept. 19, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: I received the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book " some 
time ago. I would not take $25 for it if it could not be re- 
placed again. A good number hav spoken of getting it this 
fall. Ihopethey will. It.isa fine educator. It lies on my 
center-table along with the Bible, and the old and young’s 
first choice is the '* Pictorial Text-Book.” 

Inclosed please find clipping from an Eastern paper which 
runs 88 follows: : 

Geologists assert that if the continents and the bottom of 
the ocean were graded down to a uniform level the whole 
world would be covered with water a mile deep, so much 


greater is the depression of the ocean bed than the elevation 
of the existing land. 


Is there any truth in it ? C. PAULSAN. 


[In the case supposed the water would cover the globe to 
the depth of about one mile and a half. —Ep. T. 8.] 


NozroLr, Nzs., Sept. 14, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for the ‘‘ Freethinker’s 
Pictorial Text-Book." I hope you will get the Bible pict- 
ures in book form. With these two books at hand a Free. 
thinker’s library will be more complete. 

To show the means that some church people use in order 
to rob the ignorant people of their money, for the benefit of 
the church, inclosed I send an item which was published in 
8 paper here a few days ago called the Norfolk Daily News. 
They may just as well put in some gambling tables and let 
the rake-off go to the benefit of the church. One is just as 
honorable as the other. If it is not, I would like some one 
to tell me the difference. C. F. W. MARQUARDT. 

The ladies’ guild of Trinity church hav secured the serv- 
ices of & band of nativ imported Egyptian gypsies from 
Morocco to tell the fortunes of the people at prices varying 
according to the fortune expected, the proceeds to be for the 
benefit of the church. The vacant store-room in the Mast 


block has been secured, and there the gypsies will appear 
during fair week. : 


= 


Riogwowp, ILL., Sept. 9, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I received the pictorial book all right, and 
am much pleased with it. I hav lived here since 1846; hav 
taken an activ part in the business of the county and neighbor- 
hood; hav taken the paper printed in this place for twenty- 
five years; hav always supposed that it was in favor of free 
press and free speech until, quite recently, I suspected that 
they were not all right. So I wrote a piece for them to 
print, and they would not print it It was entitled, ** Do the 
church and Sunday-schools, as they are conducted at the 
present time, hav atendency to do away with crime?” It 
hit them in a tender place, and they came out in their paper 
with a long piece '' giving me fits.” And I hav no way of 
answering them, so it leaves me ina fix. I suppose I could 
answer them through a Liberal paper, but they would never 
read it, and I do not think there are any taken here. Iam 
an old farmer, but I think I hav as good a right to think as if 
I had D.D., LL.D., attached to the end of my name. 
J. C. KILGORE. 


KIMBALL, DAK., Sept. 12, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Please find inclosed money for Helen Gar- 
dener’s book, ** Men, Women, and Gods,” and for the balance 
you may send me the grand old paper. It is my Bible now. 
It is but a short time since I evoluted by its teachings. It 
is with great pleasure that I perusc the letter department. 
In it I find the names of some of my old friends in the East, 
from whence I emigrated, that hav come to their senses, as 
Ihav done in my old age (being over sixty), so you see [am 
not too old to learn yet. 

My advancement in Liberal views and emancipation from. 
superstitious traditions is due to those kind friends who 
placed your TrRUTH SEEKERS in my hands. I will state that 
after reading them I gave them to a friend to circulate in his 
neighborhood. A few days ago he told me that when he 
took them home his wife told him she would burn them, 
but, just like Eve of olden times, she had to nibble from the 
tree of knowledge, and lo! her eyes were opened, and she 
&dvised her husband to subscribe for it. 

If the friends hav any Liberal literature lying around 
loose that they will send here, we hav place for it. ` 

We are having & very exciting political campaign, four 
parties trying to capture the reins of the state of South 
Dakota, with, I think, the Independent Alliance in the 
lead. Many articles are read at these campaign meetings 
and literary gatherings at the district school-houses from 

the G. O. P. (Grand Old Paper) TuE TRUTH SEEKER. Last 
winter I pushed to the front every article that was favorable | 


to the elevation and liberation of humanity from the slavery 
of priestcraft and kingcraft. 

Three things 1 hav long desired to cast my vote for hav 
reached and passed us—abolition of human slavery, prohi- 
bition of the rum demon, and equal suffrage. .I believe we 
should giv to our mothers, sisters, and daughters the same 
rights that we ask for ourselvs. This South Dakota will giv 
this fall’s election. After we get that, the next on my pro- 
gram is to secure for president our R. G. Ingersoll. 

Yours for truth and humauity, Joan Moku. 


Rosyn, Wasu., Sept. 8, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $6 85, for which send me one 
more copy of the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book,” and 
use the rest of the order for books and subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER as in list inclosed. Five copies of the ‘‘ Free. 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” hav been received, one by 
mail and four by express. The subscribers are more than 
pleased with them. 

The ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” is exactly what 
its title indicates. There isa text in every cartoon, and it 
can be understood by the greatest theological numskull at a 
glance. I can say that the books that hav been received hav 
already acted as fertilizers to Freethought, and they hav 
strengthened those that languished for refreshment. 

Mr. Heston’s portrait adorns the book. His features are 
those of a mental temperament, and I feel assured that Mr. 
Heston’s work will do as much for Liberalism as our ora- 
tors. We expect to hav Mr. Remsburg here some time in 
October to giv a lecture that will giv the sunshine of peace 
to many minds. 

Two years ago when I first came here not a single copy of 
a Freethought paper came to this place, and I forget whether 
there was a Freethought book of any kind here. Now a 
number of papers come here, and books hav been purchased 
and circulated. And now the climax is to be capped by the 
arrival of Mr. John E. Remsburg. Henry BzionriNG. 


Martivazura, W. Va., Sept. 21, 1890. 

Mr. Eptrron: The great conflict between belief and unbe- 
lief is still on, and will continue as long as life lasts on this 
earth. Iam rather inclined to believe life may become ex- 
tinct, but the earth never. The strong probability is that 
this earth, with other physical planets, probably existing, 
though not positivly demonstrated, always was and always 
will be. Life and death are getting less mysterious than in 
the dark, dreary past. What agencies must we giv credit to 


“for our present enlightenment? Science and the revelations 


of nature. Freethinkers are getting more and more enlight- 
ened, almost in spite of ourselvs, but unfortunately millions 
are yet, and will liv and die, in mental slavery. It seen;s as 
though those millions are very well satisfied with faith. No 
doubt it is & comfort to them to believe in eternal reward 
and punishment. I would be the last person to try to induce 
persons to change the deep-rooted convictions of their life. 

I believe in the echool of individualism—that every man, 
woman, and child existing is actually a free individual being. 
If all only realized this truth, mental liberty would neces- 
sarily come from individual thought and bravery. I venture 
to say that nine tenths of all Freethinkers hav become such 
by thinking for themselvs. What is done voluntarily is the 
most pleasing and reliable. I do not certainly recognize a 
man Or woman to be Freethinkers till they are avowed and 
outspoken in the cause of justice and truth. Any man or 
woman who claim to be Liberals who are afraid to express - 
their own opinions in what they honestly believe or do not 
believe, and refuse to contribute what they can afford to giv 
to the cause, are not Freethinkers. The Liberal ranks are 
pretty much like the Christian ranks, so many on both sides 
not proving loyal and sincere to their profession of belief. 
Some persons can be read like a book; they are trustful and 
consistent, and can always be relied upon. Many others 
cannot be read at all; they cannot be placed, and so they 
must remain the ignorant, indifferent, neutral, do-nothing-at- 
all people that are entirely out of calculation. 

I cannot see or understand how people can be neutral or 
indifferent in the mighty issue of life and death. No mid- 
dle ground can be taken. It is not like politics. Make an 
independent stand, as all voters should, and be no more the 
slaves of partyism than of superstition. We must either die 
in mental freedom, or die in mental fear of an imaginary 
hell. Of course all unbelievers are open to conviction. 
They desire everlasting life as much as Christians. They 
are not enemies of God, if such a being exists. The Free- 
thinkers are enlisted for the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. The whole issue is the truth versus 
delusion. The position of the Agnostic and Positivist is 
the most rational and honest, though millions of Christians 
believe honestly in their faith. The love of truth is the love 
of justice. The evidence reveals the truth. The universe 
does not care for our happiness or woe, our coming and go- 
ivg. Conditions and circumstances rule our destiny. The 
fact that no prayers are answered, that justice is not provi- 
dentially sustained, let alone all the other inequalities and 
injustice in life, ought to prove positivly to the impartial, 
sensible mind that there is no God to help us in our troubles 
and misfortunes. Poor struggling victims of cruel fatalism 
we are. Our only known savior is the truth. The truth we 
worship, the inevitable, the inexorable. T. J. Conners. 


Provipenog, R. I., Sept. 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav read the '* Kreutzer Sonata." When 
Pope Wanamaker issued his bull, registering the book in 
the Index Expurgatorius, forbidding its transmission by the 
mails, I at once procured a copy. On reading it, I was un- 
able to find the indecency which was the ground of Pope 
Wanamaker’s order. Has it come to this, that an arbitrary 
decision and order of this character shall become the gov- 
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erning principle of the post-office department? Is the lit- 
erature of the world to be passed upon by a postmaster- 
general? And is his £pse dizit to determin what shall be 
transmitted through the mail? I had supposed that this 
official’s duty covered only the administration of the post- 
office, and that beyond this he was no more than an ordi- 
nary citizen. But it seems I was mistaken; no, not mis- 
taken, for this act was purely a usurpation, an exercise of 
arbitrary power, the outcome of bigotry, the inspiration of 
that despotism which is the concomitant of the church and 
its-religion. We cannot tell where such & stretch of power 
will end. To.day “ Kreutzer Sonata” is under the ban; to- 
morrow it may be something else, and the day after, still 
another work. 

If this meddling is unchecked, it will not be long before 
the state will be subordinated to the church, and we will be 
dominated by psalm.singing hypocrits and church-going 
knaves. It is time this Comstockism was eliminated from 
the government. It is mischievous all through. Will citi- 
zens think the matter over—moreover, let their political 
action take such a direction as shall at once crush out this 
attempt to throttle the liberty of the press and the right of 
the people to use the mails? In one or more congressional 
districts cannot a member, or members, of Congress be 
elected who will stand up and act for the right? 

Indecency! "What and where is the standard which shall 
determin the question? After I had read Tolstoi, I took 
my Bible and read the Song of Solomon, one of the ca- 
nonical books of the Old Testament. I wonder if Pope 
Wanamaker ever reads this precious Song to his Sunday- 
school, especially the seventh chapter. The heading of this 
chapter is this, “‘ The Graces of the Church.” In my Bible 
I hav made a reference, and in the margin penciled this: 
“ The above may be very pious, but to me it reads like an 
amorous ditty.” So of much of the other portions, but the 
compilers hav, by their marginal and chapter headings, ap- 
plied the bawdy stuff to the church. But these headings 
do not alter the character of the Song, or make it any- 
thing more or less than the rhapsodic utterances of a man 
who emphatically had women on the brain, just what might 
be expected of a man as ‘* muchly " married and ‘‘ muchly " 
concubined as was Solomon. Yet this erotic composition is 
given a place in tke holy Bible; is pure, clean, and whole- 
some, a part of God's inspiration to the race, while ‘ Kreut- 
zer Bonata" is too indecent to be allowed transmission in 
the mail. Out on such hypocrisy; away with such brazen- 
faced tampering with the rights of the citizen; down with 
such despotism, which ever stands ready, especially when 
coupled with churchly religion, to -prevent free thought and 
free discussion on such questions and topics as may enlarge 
mental liberty and extirpate spiritual tyranny. 

WILLIAM FOSTER, JR. 


Will you please publish the date of Mr. Bennett's trip 
around the world? I am in total darkness, and know not 
what to do. ALHAZA. 


[Mr. Bennett departed July 80, 1881, and returned July 
80, 1882.—Ep. T. 8.] 


CorrzGz Porr, N. Y., Sept. 14, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Although born in Switzerland and still in 
connection with friends there, I read for the first time 
in your Sept. 6, 1890, TRUTH SEEKER of the fact that the 
Swiss government has ordered to excise the story of the 
Swiss hero, William Tell, out of the school-books. I can 
reverence Willizm Tell quite as well, true or not true; still, 
I prefer him to pose as a myth, as such a step is toward 
progress in other flelds. But from the exclusion of Tell's 
heroic deeds out-of the Swiss school-books to the anníbila- 
tion of the Jesus Christ story, is a large step, and the last 
will not be likely to occur soon, especially in the poor, priest- 
ridden Switzerland, where there is no demand, or hardly 
any, for so wild a step as the separation of church and state. 

The item clipped from the Boston ost is too good to be 
let pass. The writer argues in such a naive way as to force 
upon one the question, Is it a child that argues thus or the 
editor of the Boston Post? This argument reminds me of a 
Catholic friend who doubtfully asked me, when I pointed to 
him the absurdities of the Bible, ‘“ How is it then, that, 
traveling in Palestine, one finds a city Jerusalem, a village 
Nazareth, a mount of Calvary, a Jordan river, etc.?” Re- 
turning to the Boston Post, she is wrong in asking, How is it, 
then, that in Altorf, canton Uri, there are two statues, one 
of Tell, the other of his son Walther? This is untrue, a mis- 
representation. As a Swiss-American, who has been in 
Altorf very frequently, and who knows the locality well, I 
can vouch for my statement. I was there last year when 
traveling in Europe, and hav taken several photogrephic 
views in Altorf, of which I inclose the most important one 
of the Tell statue—the only one in Altorf. There is no 
special statue for his son. The Tell statue is made of com- 
mon hardened plaster of paris, aud was designed by Sculptor 
Siegfried, and used at the Swiss general shooting festivities 
in Zurich, 1857. The committee turned it over to the Altorf 
authorities, who posted the statue on the alleged place where 
Tell is supposed to hav stood when shooting the apple off 
his boy'shead. The statue was erected there in 1861. About 
one hundred and fifty paces distant stands a fountain with a 
statue of Besler, a magistrate of the town, erected on the 
supposed site of the lime-tree by which Tell’s child stood 
while awaiting his father's arrow. Johannes von Müller, 
the Swiss historian, says the tower behind said fountain is 
the exact spot, but research proved that the tower was built 
before Tell’s adventures. The same uncertainty and contra- 
dictions are here as in all such histories, which hav been 
written down by historians from hearsay, just like the Bible. 
I hope the latter will share the fate of Tell. 

The Tell myth would never hav come to such a fame had 
not the German Shakspere, Friedrich von Schiller, written 
his master-work, ‘‘ William Tell.” Only after his drama 
was known and played, Swiss people began to interest them- 
selvs for William Tell. This is how it came, my dear Boston 
Post, that you find now one Tell statue in Altorf, one Tell 
chapel and one Tell and Schiller stone on the Lake of the 
Four Cantons, and one chapel in Kussnacht. 

HERMANN BUOHER, JR. 


Lzxineton, KY., Sept. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: An advance in civilization is hoped for by 
those who “hope against hope." Still, there are always 
saving influences to prevent the human heart from being 
corrupted to the core, corruption being a departure from the 
noblest impulses of nature. The proclivities of life are too 
sacred to be distrusted. Low in the scale of being, faults 
and virtues are intensifled to the verge of lunacy. The dog 
has an immaterial conception of the soul of man, which he 
adores with an honest madness. Your dog would die for 
you. The man is more crafty. He worships his trinity— 
mammon, himself, and Jesus. He has faith in the Jesus 
who is to settle his bills and pull his chestnuts out of the fire. 
He worships him with greedy fervor, hoping to enjoy lux- 
uries with him to all eternity. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, who are so deftly robbed and insulted that they would 
rather starve than ask a Christian for justice. Holy charity 
is ostentatious, giving $50 for a church toy, refusing a poor 
woman ten cent’s worth of provisions (a fact). 

The usual toys and mummeries of the Sabbath are not 8o 
precious to the masses as the contemplation and study of 
works of art, those heavenly materializations of the divinest 
dreams of genius. 

The Socialist is groping his way to the light. He will fur- 
nish an antidote to monopolism, perhaps, and giv an indus- 
trious man, 8 good manager in business, a chance to better 
his condition. Men forced into a low plane of existence will 
yield to surroundings. Behold the fate of the Albigenses— 
infants brained, young and old murdered for their opinions, 
a priest praising God for the same in a chapel near by. 
What chance had they for civilization? What chance hav 
the poor now, squeezed out of every habitable place to fur- 
nish the wealthy Christian with one palace’ to liv in and an- 
other in which to worship a fabulous God? Cannot small 
portions of land be held sacred to them in the heart of a cruel, 
wolfish civilization? Or shall we wait for Jesus to reform 
the people, him whose life and death were scenes of bloody 
contention, disaster, and mob law ? Science is rather slow, 
but what else can bring relief? Science is now a star. It 
will not be a sun until self-sacrifice is often substituted for 
self-indulgence. A vicious civilization is an exotic, which 
will run back in the scale. Barbaric grandeur is all we hav 
to boast of. The poor must assert themselvs and talk no 
more about Jesus being the king of the land, thus confirm- 
ing the bloody restrictions which strangle reason and com- 
mon sense. 

Secular education is our only salvation, presenting a shield 
against the dangerous and vulgar vagaries used by religion 
for the purpose of entangling and capturing the public mind. 
Nothing can bring about reform and create a soul under the 
ribs of death but the triumph of a great principle. The 
burden of it is this: Our country exists for the benefit of the 
poor as well asthe rich. Dignify yourself and the divinity 
will grow within you, and you will soon find yourselvs obey- 
ing no laws except those you hav helped to make. 


MILWAUKEE, Wis., Sept. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I send you herewith an extract from a Cath- 
olic paper published at Independence. Tex., called the 
Colored Orphan and Messenger of the St. Peter Claver Society. 
The editor is at the head of acolored orphan asylum and 
school, and the extract shows the kind of instruction that 
may be looked for in Catholic parochial schools : 


I select one instance only out of thousands because it is 
well authenticated, for it was quoted from St. Athanasius, 
patriarch of Alexandria, in the seventh council, and was 
listened to by the fathers with tears of compunction. 

Beyrout, where this stupendous prodigy, or rather series 
of prodigies, occurred, is a city of Syria, on the confines of 
Tyre and Sidon, and dependent on Antioch. 

A Christian resident of this city, having taken a house 
hard by the synagog, had hung over his bed a picture of 
our Lord painted by Nichodemus with his own hands. 
When the owner of this picture was dying, he left it to 
Gamaliel, who, in his turn, passed it to St. James, from 
whom it went to Bt. Simeon, who left to St. Zacheus. After 
this, it had been handed down as an heirloom from father 
to son until it came into the possession of the aforesaid 
Christian, to whom it belonged at the time when the prodi- 
gies I hav to tell of came to pass. 

This man, being obliged to move to a larger house, forgot 
to take the picture with him, or rather, as St. Athanasius 
observes, God s> disposed that he should leave it behind. 
His former residence having been, meanwhile, occupied by 
a Jew, the new tenant invited his friends to dinner with 
him, who, on seeing a picture so hateful to them, reproached 
him sharply and bitterly, but, as he alleged for his excuse 
his inadvertence, they were silenced for a time. 

After dinner was ended, they laid an accusation against 
him before the chiefs of the synagog, who, assembling to- 
gether a large crowd, went to the house of the culprit. 
There, on seeing the picture of our savior hanging on the 
wall, they were all enraged with the Jew for daring to keep 
that kind of picture in his house, and after loading him with 
abuse, they excommunicated him, as one guilty of an enor- 
mous crime, from the synagog. Then turning their rage and 
hate against Jesus Christ, they took down the picture and, 
infiuenced with devilish spite, they said to one another. ‘' Let 
us heap upon it the same outrages as our forefathers inflicted 
upon him.” 

They then began, with one accord, to spit in its face, to 
smite it as hard as they could, to vomit forth against it the 
most impious blasphemies which they could suggest. They 
next drove sharp nails into the hands and feet, and having 
soaked a sponge in vinegar and gall, they pressed it in 
mockery and scorn upon the lips. 

Finally, after many other outrages, they exclaimed : “ We 


are told that our forefathers pierced Christ through the 
heart with a spear. We must take care then not to omit 
this particular insult.” And without delay, one laying hold 
of a spear thrust it into the right side. Wonderful to relate, 


at this stroke the blood and water began to flow so profusely 


that in a few moments the whole floor was flooded. A water 


jar was called for by some of the miscreants, and holding it 


to the bleeding side they awaited the result of so strange an 
event. A large vessel having been procured forthwith and 
held to our savior’s side, it soon filled up to the brim with 
the sacred stream. What unbelief could behold so amazing 
a prodigy ‘and not confess itself worsted and overcome ? 
Yet these wicked men were more than ever hardened, and 
more than ever insulted their own savior. ‘Let us take 
the jar," they said, ** into our synagog, and gather together 
all the sick in the neighborhood in order to rub them with 
this blood. If they are not cured forthwith, we may say 
that this is another of those pretended miracles the followers 
of Christ are wont to boast of.” They agreed to the pro- 
posal, hoping by this test to giv our savior the lie, and to 
discredit —— 


When I had copied thus far, the paper was snatehed away 
by a Catholic who saw what I was doing, and though J hav 


‘made much exertion to find a duplicate to send you, I hav 


not been able to doso. The sequel, however, of the story is 
substantially this: All the sick who were rubbed with the 
blood -were immediately healed, and the synagog were all 
converted and sent for the bishop of Antioch, were baptized, 
and had their synagog dedicated as a Christian church. 

The ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Books" all arrived. They are mag- 
nificent. ALMOND OWEN. 


Rep Canon, Wyo., Sept. 4, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: Once upon a time there was a comet. A 
boy saw it. It had a tail (the comet had a tail). The boy 
said he knew it had a tail, for he saw the tail. A man told 
him that the tail was nothing, but the observer denied this, 
saying that ‘‘nothing” was invisible, and to be visible the 
tail must be a something, a real material something, just as 
a donkey’s tail is a real material tail. The comet moved 
westward. It went far beyond the limits of Neptune's 
orbit, and all the time its tail grew smaller and smaller, 
until at last it had scarcely any tail at all. Did the comet 
whisk his tail away in the long journey into interstellar 
space? Let us see. Aftera number of years the comet 
came back again. When astronomers first saw it, it was 
nearly tailless. Gradually, as it came nearer to the sun, the 
tail grew longer, and finally was as large as when first seen. 
The boy who declared that he knew that the tail was a part 
of the comet did not repeat his assertion. He had applied 
himself vigorously to the study of astronomy during the 
comet’s long journey, and he was went to say less frequently 
than before those two little words, ‘‘I know." Before, he 
had deemed it highly wise to utter them, but his wisdom 
led him to much thinking, much calculating. He trusted 
more to his calculus of mathematical deductions than to his 
eyes. He had learned that the coin that seemed lifted in the 
cup of water was not lifted; that the straight stick half in 
water was not bent. One day a man came to this astron- 
omer and told him that he too wasa man of science; that he 
had for twenty years devoted himself to the study of Spirit- 
ual philosophy. 

** What hav you learned ?” asked the astronomer. 

Said the man, ‘‘I hav learned that there is a spiritual 
world beyond the natural of the common mind; and I hav 
also seen my father’s ghost.” l 

Then the astronomer asked the Spiritual philosopher if he 
was certain of these things. 

“ Yes,” said the man, ‘‘ I know them to be true, and when 
a man knows a thing, need he question any further ?” 

* Ah,” said the astronomer, ‘‘ when as a boy I entered 
this observatory I spoke as you speak. I told men that I 
„knew that this and that was thus and so. Now my hair is 
gray. Only one night in twenty years hav I been away 
from this observatory. Yonder are the journals of my 
work"—and he pointed to a massiv pile of heavy books. 

* I hav been calculating all these years in this way "—and 
the astronomer handed the man a manuscript. It embraced 
a calculation by the methcd of least squares applied to fiad- 
ing the amount of possible error in the calculated distance of 
8 fixed star. 

The Spiritual philosopher glanced at it hastily and said, 
** In my profession I use no 2’s and y's and z's. The ques- 
tions of our research require a peculiar mind. Few hav the 
gift of spiritual vision. By your method of least squares you 
hav been calculating the possible error in your observation 
and deduction. Now, I saw my father's ghost. About that 
there was no error; no need for the use of your method of 
least squares there. I know I saw it, and that is enough for 
me. When a man is gifted with spiritual vision he reaches 
the ultimatum of knowledge. He spans all science on magic 
wings of thought spirit-given. ` In it there is not work, in the 
character of work as done by you. The spirits guide me on; 
my mind is given up to them. No such weary plodding as 
you hav done compiling those vast books; inspiration has 
in one moment given me what years of toil and research 
could not giv. Ah, glad am I that I am not doomed to 
creep with only materialistic hands and feet and brain, but 
on celestial wings can fly through the vast infinities of 
science, knowing that I am a medium, a mind that floats 
between two worlds, the spirit world and this poor lump of 
clay called earth. Ah, my friend, turn the telescope of thy 
mind upward into the inflnit blue of the spirit ethers. Then 
you shall grow wiser in an hour than by years of calculating 
toil, toying with the relations of z's, y'8, and z's.” 

But the astronomer was unmoved. He touched not the 
tempting wine of thought the Spiritual philosopher had 
Offered him. He was a temperate man, and turning to his 
calculations proceeded to determin the integral between the 
extreme limits of error concerning the distance of Arcturus. 
Dr. C. E. Boynton. 


636 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 4, 1890. 


Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Mies Bosan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ail Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


. . Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
. Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Liv Not Alone. 


A PLEA FOR ORGANIZATION. 
Do you know what it i8 to liv alone 
While hot suns scorch and rise and wane, 
To forever stifle the inward groan, ] 
To trample down grief, to smile at pain ? 


See you yon ohild sitting listless and dull, 
With pale, wan cheek and tear-dimmed eye? 
In some storm of grief this is only the lull, 
She knows not philosophy but wishes to die. 
The youth, until now so happy and gay, 
Whispers low the fond words of his heart’s deep 
devotion, 3 
Like a stab in the dark is the cruel word: nay; 
And he drinks to the dregs life's bitterest po- 
tion. 
In that auswer 80 softly and easily given 
Hoe catches a glimpse of the weary years, —— 
Hesra murmuring echoes of hopes madly riven, 
Feels his radiant future shadowed with fears. 


The cherished wife who with brave words has led 
The one of her choice up the steep hill of fame, 
To sleep in earth’s bosom has silently fled; 
To him night comes at Noon, and life's never 
the same. 


With thin, white locks framing & face once fair, 
Muttering low 'twixt a sigh and a moan, 
Sat s woman Seemingly filled with care, 
Murmuring, I hav lived and loved and toiled 
alone. 


Oh, liv not alone while humanity's near ! 
To change desert to garden there’s only one 
Way, 
To work; and together, each day in the year, g 
Our.minds always yielding to reason's kind 
BWAY. 


One leaf on a tree would create endiess mirth, 
But the one with the many form welcoming 

shade, 

Showing of united efforts the only true worth. 
Self-merged into greatness, your effort's repaid. 
Daitas, Tes, Annis H. PARK. 
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Ksty's Sacrifice. 


John Griffith, a rich English manufacturer, 
sat in a room in his elegant mansion one day 
inautumn. To judge by his face, his reflec- 
tions were of an agreeable nature. 

‘The prospect is,” he said to himself, 
* that my income for the present year will 
reach fifteen thousand pounds. That is a 
tidy sum for one who started as a poor boy. 
And I am not so old, either. Just turned 
sixty! There is more than one nobleman in 
the kingdom that would be glad of John 
Griffith’s income. My Katy will hava rich 
dowry.” 

He was interrupted here by the entrance of 
a servant. 

“Mr. Griffith,” he said, ‘‘ there are three 
men below who would like to see you.” 

“ Three men ?" : 

“ Yes, sir. They are not gentlemen,” said 
the servant, who understood the question. 
“ They are men from the mill, I'm thinking." 

** Very well; show them up.” E 

It was a holiday, and the works were not 
is operation, so that the operators were off 
work. 

Then was heard the tramp of heavy boots 
on the staircase, and presently entered tbree 
men, whose dress and appearance indicated 
clearly that they belonged to the class who 
are doomed to earn their daily bread by hard 
and unremitting labor. 

“What is your business with me, my 
men ?" asked Mr. Griffith, rising and survey- 
ing them with interest. ‘‘ Are you employed 
in the mill ?” 

“ Yes, sir,” said the foremost, Hugh Rob- 
erts, ** yes, Mr. Griffith, sir, we are employed 
in the mill, and it's about that we've come to 
see you about.” 

** Very well,” said John Griffith, resuming 
his seat, ‘‘ speak on, whatever you hav tosay 
to me." 

* “Tis this, Mr. Griffith, sir, and I hope you 
won't be offended at what Isay. We came 
here to humbly beg that you would be pleased 
to raise our wages." 

«To raise your wages!” exclaimed Mr. 
Griffith, in a displeased tone. 

“ Yes, sir. I hope you won't be offended.” 
. “Don't I giv you as high wages as are 
paid in other mills ?” 

‘¢Mayhap you do, sir; but it's very hard 
to get along on three shillings a day." 


‘But if I should pay higher wages than | ‘I think I shall make nearly fifteen thousand 


others, they would undersell me in the 
market.” 


“ I don’t know, sir, but I think we should 
work cheerfully, and do more in a day, if we 
felt that we hada little more to liv on, so that 
the wife and children needn’t hav to pinch 
and go hungry." 

These words were uttered ina manly and 
straightforward tone, and there was not a 
little pathos in them, but it seemed lost upon 
Mr. Griffith. 

“Its only sixpence more a day we ask, 
sir,” said Hugh Roberts, pleadingly. 

Mr. Griffith made a mental calculation. He 
had three hundred men in his employ. He 
found that sixpence a day in addition would 
make & sum total, during the year, of over 
two thousand pounds. "This reflection hard- 
ened his heart against the applicants. 

** No," he said, ** your request is unreason- 
able; I cannot accede to it.” 

“But, sir,” said Hugh Roberts, '' think 
what it is to support a family on three shil- 
lings a day.” 

“Tt is hard, no doubt,” said Mr. Griffith ; 
* but I cannot afford to make the advance 
you desire." 

t Then you refuse, sir?” 

“Ido. If you can do any better, of course, 
I won't prevent your bettering yourselvs.” 

** We can't do better, sir," said Hugh, bit- 
terly, crushing his hat between his toil- 
hardened fingers. ‘‘ We hav no other way 
to liv except to work for you and take what 
you are pleased to pay.” 

“ Think it over, my men,” said Mr. Griffith, 
more good-humoredly, for he had carried his 
point, and you will see that I can't pay 
more than other manufacturers. I've no 
doubt your wives and children will earn 
something to help you along." . 

The three men departed with sad faces, 
looking as if life were a weary struggle, with 
little to cheer it. : 

Scarcely had they left the room when Kate 
Griffith entered. 

Born when her father was comparativly late 
in life, she was his darling and the light of 
his existence. It was for her that he wished 
to become very rich, that he might make her 
a match for the highest, as he was wont to 
express it. . 

“ They will overlook old John Grifüth's 
pedigree," he said to himself, **if his daugh- 
ter has a good hundred thousand pounds to 
her dowry." i 

Kate entered, a bright-eyed, attractiv girl 
of fifteen, of whom her father might well be 
proud. d 

* How are you, darling ?” said her father, 
smiling fondly upon her. 

“I am always well,” she said lightly; 
“ but, papa, who were those poor men that I 
met on the stairs? Hav you been scolding 
them ?” 

** What makes you ask, Katy ?” 

‘ Because they looked so sad and dis- 
couraged.” 

“ Did they?” asked Mr. Griffith, with mo- 
mentary compunction. 

* Yes, papa; and I heard one of them 
sigh, as if he were tired of living.” 

** They were men from the mill, Katie.” 

‘And what did they come for? Do you 
tell them about the work ?” f 

** No; the overseer does that.” 

** Then, what did they come for ?” 

** You are curious, my darling." 

"That isn't telling me, papa,” said the 
young lady, persistently. 3 

** Then, if you must know, it was to ask 
for higher wages.” 

** Of course you gave it.” 

** Of course I didn’t. Why should I?” 

‘Because they need it. How much do 
they get now?” 

“ Three shillings a day." 

* Only three shillings a day!” exclaimed 
Katy, ‘‘ and hav to support their families out 
of that ?” 

te Yes.” 

“Oh, papa, how can you pay them such 
mean wages ?” 

“ I pay as high wages as other manufact- 
urers,” said her father. : 

" But they can't liv on three shillings a 
day, poor men. How much more did they 
ask for?” 

** Sixpence a day.” 

“Only sixpence a day, and you refused,” 
said Katy, reproachfully. 

“ But consider, my dear, on all my work. 
men it would amount to more than two thou- 
sand pounds.” 

*And how much do you make ina year, 
papa ?” 

“This year," said Mr. Griffith, proudly, 


pounds." 1 


j "You surely don't spend all that, papa?” 


** No more than four thousand." 

** And the rest ?” 

“I lay up for my Katy.” 

“ Then,” said Kate, “as it is to be mine, 
pay the men a shilling more a day. There'll 
be enough left for me. I shouldn't enjoy 
money that was taken from so many poor 
people. Think, papa, how much good the 
extra shilling would do your poor men, and 
how little difference it would make to me. 
I shall be as rich as I want to be. Come, 
papa, you were once poor yourself. You 
should pity the poor.” 

At these words, Mr. Griffith recalled the 
difficult struggle he had had early in life, and 
the selfishness of his present treatment of his 
poor operativs struck him forcibly. His own 
heart joined with his daughter. 

“Are you in earnest, Katy, in what you 
say?” he asked. - 

t Surely, papa.” 

“ Tf I do what you ask, it will make a con- 
siderable difference in your fortune.” 

“ But I shall feel so happy when I think 
that the men are more comfortable. Won't 
you do it, papa ?” 

** Yes, Katy," said her father, “I will do 
as you say. Other manufacturers will think 
I hav gone insane, but if I please my Kate, I 
will not care.” 

“I love you better than ever now, papa," 
and the warm-hearted girl threw her arms 
around her father’s neck. 

A servant was sent to Hugh Roberts’s cot- 
tage to bid him come to the great house. He 
was sitting in moody silence in his poor 
cabin, which was pervaded by a general air 
of want and discomfort. He did not under- 
stand the summons, but thought he might be 
going to receive his discharge in return for 
his bold request. Again he was ushered into 
the presence of his employer. 

“ T hav been thinking of your request, my 
man,” said Mr. Griffith in a kind tone, ** and 
though I doubt whether any other manufact. 
urer would grant it, ] hav made up my mind 
to do it.” 

** Bless you, sir!” said Hugh Roberts, his 
face lighting up. ''Then we shall hav three 
shillings and sixpence hereafter?” 

** Four shillings !” 

** Are you really in earnest, sir?” 

“ Truly so. The overseer shall receive my 
instructions to morrow.” 

The workman burst into tears, but they 
were tears of joy. 

“ The men will bless you,” he said, smil- 
ing, and the words had a pleasant sound for 
Mr. Griffith. A hearty blessing is not to be 
despised. 

It was found on experiment that the profits 
of the business were but little affected by the 
increased wages, for the men now worked 
with & hearty good will, which enabled them 
to accomplish more work in a day, so that 
Katy’s sacrifice will be Jess than was sup- 
posed. Every day she rejoices over the ad- 
ditional comforts secured by the extra shil- 
ling paid at her instigation. 

— ore 
Correspondence. 


Port-cr-Spain, TRINIDAD, Aug. 1, 290. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: I take great pleas- 
ure in forwarding you a communication for 
the Children’s Corner of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
with the hope that it may find a space for its 
insertion. 

As I hav before stated to you, I shall al- 
ways endeavor to communicate something 
which I think might be interesting and in- 
structiv. 

Wishing you health, I beg to remain, 

You:s very faithfully, Em. pos SANTOS. 

[Our friend has our thanks for his kind 
interest in the Corner. The interesting 
articles with which he has favored us from 
time to time are always read with interest. 


Success and long life to him.—Eb. C. C.] 
———— 99 ———————— 


Behind Time. 


Some people go through life behind time. 
If they say they will come at three, they 
mean half-past three; and when they finally 
put in an appearance they do it leisurely and 
good naturedly, and are mildly surprised if 
you in:inuate that you are displeased. When 
they die, though, their friends will be avenged, 
because they will probably reach the gates of 
heaven ten minutes behind time—and find 
them closed. 


oro 
He Understood the Old Mav. 

The little boy had pounded his finger, and 
immediately set up a terrible hullaballoo. 
His father remonstrated with him, saying 
that he was no longer a baby and should act 
like à man. 

* But," said the youngster, between his 
sobs, ‘‘if I act like a man I'd swear, and 
then you'd lick me!” 


Science Column. 


The Coco-nut: Palm. 


The coco-nut palm (cocos nucifera) is one of 
the most useful trees of tropical regions. 
This tree must not be confounded with the 
cacao tree, of which a description was given 
some time ago in the Corner. All the parts 
of the coco-nut palm are utilized, but its 
fruit ia the most important product. 

There is a curious tradition, with regard to 
the origin of this tree, from the East, which 
says that a king, by name Kusi Raja, a stren- 
uous worshiper of the divine unity, rejected 
offerings to inferior divinities, and became 
almost equal to a god, creating many grains 
now known by man. Becoming ambitious, 
he meditated creating a superior race of men, 
but after completing the head, the demi-gods, 
alarmed, persuaded him to desist. The head 
became a coco-nut tree, and was dedicated to 
Ganesa, lord of science and protector of 
learned men. 

This story of the origin of the coco-nut 
palm is a little funny, but I would advise 
those who view it in a more serious light than 
I do, to take it with “ a little grain of salt.” 

Returning to our subject, and leaving our 
jocular origin for serious description, I 
might say that the ccco-nut palms are about 
thirty to sixty feet high, and they hav the pe- 
culiarity that they never spring upright from 
the ground. The butt curves, and lies almost 
horizontal in scme cases, and the whole stem 
up to the top is inclined to Jean as often to- 
ward the wind as from it. Their innumer- 
able roots, long, fleshy, about the thickness of 
8 large string, piercing the ground in every 
direction, and running down to high tide 
mark—as the plantations are for the most part 
on the sea-coasts—apparently enjoy the 
salt water. In a plantation the trees are 
planted about ten yards equidistant, and 
each bears on an average about two hundred 
nuts per annum. 

From the fruit are obtained many articles of 
luxury and trade; thus, first, the husk. 
After the thick green external pellicle is 
stripped off the shell, it is placed in the sun to 
dry ; this, being fibrous, is beat into a sort of 
hemp, and is known by the name of ‘‘ coir.” 
It is spun into cables, ropes, and yarn of 
every dimension and size, froma single pack- 
thread to a cable for a first-rate man-of. war, 
and it is preferable for ships’ use, as it is 
elastic. 

The albumen, or kernel, produces oil by 
boiling it in water, after it has been pounded 
or rasped. Grated, a sweet milk, used as a 
substitute for cow's milk, is produced. By 
various preparations, jelly, butter, copra, 
candles, and sugar are produced, and, by 
fermentation, vinegar. 

The nut when it is gathered young contains 
an opaline water, which is quite clear if 
filtered, and is utilized for drinking. In 
countries where potable water is not obtained 
only the milk or water of the coco-nut is 
drunk. It is an agreeable, nutritiv, and 
healthy beverage. E. 8. 


WATER OF LIFE. 


This is a newly discovered natural spring 
water, introduced here for the first time to 
the readers of TuE TRUTH BERKER, which 
has been making many wonderful cures, by 
a thorough change of the fluids of the system. 
It contains chemical qualities which act upon 
the kidneys, bladder, liver, stomach, and 
bowels in a most favorab'e way to produce 
health. It will be of advantage to any per- 
son in bad health to send to the undersigned 
for a pamphlet giving certificates of cures and 
all necessury information concerning this ve. 
markable remedy, Address J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Xs It? A pam- 
phiet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and corredt in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 


and curse, theologically denominated ‘the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
What it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, . . . A 10 cents, 
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Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
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Creat’ 
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STF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
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FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativis,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
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Ziberal Jilestings. 


Breethought Societies meeting regularly cam 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 
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Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Beats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meetsevery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Ablespeakersinterest the andience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
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Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 
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10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. NMITH, Oor. Bec. 
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uable library is at the service of members and. 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.: A.W. CALDER, Sec... 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club. 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed: 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


hall at 2:30 pm. Al Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Bec. j 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to ali. Seats free. 


` Des Moines Secular Union 
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Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. : 
FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
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all Lectures, discussions, readings, poems. 
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to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREvTHART, President. 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. . 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
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school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- ` 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
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uted free. FRANK MORSE, Oor. Bec. 
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vate Counselor." a book 
for young and middle aged 
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as the result of youthful 
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excesses. It sets forth an 
External Applicstion.—4. 
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` book is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be in 
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AN 

P HONEST STATEMENT. 

“Similar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
Sners have been frequent- 
ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safe to trust bim." — The National View, 


Address, — 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


VINELAND. N.J. 

Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J. 
First, we know that he is a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second. that he fulfills all his agree- 
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cures of bopeless cases that in the olden time his. 
skill would hav been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and last, we know him to be an honest man and a- 
rtanch Liberal.—The Better Way. 


840 


TES TRUTA SEEKKR, OCTOBER 4, 1890. 


Bews of the Week. 


Tue poist of dispute among the Central 
American nations now, is the proposed union 
of the five governments in one, which is hotly 
debated for and against. 


STRPSIAK, the famous Nihilistic revolution- 
ist, will come to America in December, and 
lecture, among other things, on ** Count Tol- 
stoi as Novelist and Social Reformer.” 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
` New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the presa. 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., ge 8., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


PorrueaL apprehends 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I, Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in. 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully al) 
the Religious Systeme of the Wor.d. 
8vo,957PP, Cloth, $8 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco. gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gems of Thought. — 


I BEARa preacher announce for his text 
and topic the expediency of one of the insti- 
tutions of his church. Do I not know before- 
hand that not possibly can he say a new and 
spontaneous word? Do I not know that, 
with all this ostentation of examining the 
grounds of the institution, he will do no such 
thing? DoT not know that he is pledged to 

himself not to look but 


at one side--the permit- 


a revolution. 


TrPPzRARY had a polit- 


ical riot on the 24th ult. 


Late statistics giv the 
Catholic clergy of France 
as 58,585. 


WATERBURY, Conn., 
puritans got newsboys 
arrested last Sunday. 


Os the 29 h ult. a col- 
lision of freight trains 
near Zanesville, O., killed 
eight persons. 


Tue Mormon prop- 
aganda in Switzerland 
wil be suppressed by 
the Catholic hierarchy. 


Frenos and English 
vessels are continually 
involved in disputes over 
fishing matters at New- 
foundland. 


NrigiLieT8 recently de- 
Tailed & train from, St. 
Petersburg to Warsaw 
which they believed car- 
ried the czar. 


In October and Novem. 
ber all Methodist congre- 
gations will vote whether 
wome : shal] be admitted 
to the general confer- 
ences. 


Tue German nobility 
are exceedingly dissi- 
pated and corrupt, and 
are warned that they 
must reform or the 
masces Will raise a revo- 


ted side, not as a man, 
but as a parish minister ? 
He is a retained attor- 
ney, and these airs of the 
bench are the emptiest 
affectation.— Amerson. 


Try hav, in Massa- ` 
chusetts, at a place called 
` Andover, a kind of min- 


Lr "dd 
eee 


DAVID DANCETH THE CAN CAN. 


And David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod.—2 Sam. vi, 14 


lution. 


Tr is said that when an officer of the British 
East African Company took possession of 
Vitu he trampled the German flag under foot 
and gave the nativs a portrait of Emperor 
William as a target. 


Grawnapa, Nicaraugua, a city built at the 
base of the volcano Mombacho, is suffering 
earthquake shocks which hav iojured nearly 
every house in it. The volcano shows signs 
of eruption, and of the city’s 15,000 inhabit- 
ants all but 3,000 hav left. 


NorwrrHsTANDING Gladstone’s supposed 
leaning toward the Catholie church, he has 
not hesitated to get himself in a dispute with 
that body by calling public notice to the fact 
that Pope Urban II. decreed that it is not 
murder to kill an excommunicated person. 


Sorrrnine of the brain is remarkably prev- 
alent among the officers of Germany’s choice 
regiments, especially in one composed of 
wealthy men. The cause is luxury and 
profiigacy. It appears that officers who hav 
been removed for vicious cruelty to their men 
were insane for some time before their cash- 
lering. 


ARTIPATHY to physicians, fostered by eccle- 
siastics, yet lingers in Spain. The doctors 
working in infected districts in the late 
Cholera epidemic were ill used by the peas- 
ants. They were provided with military 
escorts, but One was stabbed in the back, 
another had his head split open by a woman 
with a hatchet, and a third was murdered by 
a mob. : 


Fear of Catholic plots is disturbing Mex- 
ico. President Diez is rumored to hav been 
seduced into alliance with the Clerical party. 
Mrs. Diaz is a devout Catholic, and a few 
days ago entertained the archbishop of Mex- 
ico at the palace. It is said that in conse- 
quence of the president's suspected intrigues 
he was shot at by Liberals at a late public 
gathering. i 


„Bome begin to concur in Lord Wolseley’s 
opinion that Asia, as well as Europe, Amer- 
ica, and Australia, are destined eventually to 
succumb to hordes of Chinese, who are the 
coming race and will overrun the world as 
soon as some military genius rises among 
them. Caina has a bold bearing toward the 
powers lately, and seems to deem herself now 
able to resist any coalition. 


DirriouLTies seem brewing between the 
Chinese emperor and the embassadors of the 
European powers, over the insistence of the 
former that the envoys shall approach him 
with the ** kotow,” a salutation consisting in 
casting one’s self on the ground and knocking 
three times on it with one’s forehead. This 
the ministers hav refused, and consequently 
they hav not been admitted to the imperial 
presence for years. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp. 
50 cta. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
mora].—£Eziraot. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Seleeted Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prios, . 5 . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
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ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


‘By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


E; Edward Bellamy, 

Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," etc. 

It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration. {New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments; never to his sel 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12m0, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


HISTORY 


oO HE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Eurepe. 

Revised Edition—2 volse—Price, $3. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Addreas THE TRUTH BREKEB. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION. 


By AzrHun B. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWICKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ohapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Chapter II, Bible Biology and Evolution; Ohap- 
ter III, Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IY, 
Bible History and Evolution; Chapter V, Bible 
Morality and Evolution: Ohapter VI, Bible Mir- 
acles and Evoiution: Chapter VII, Miracles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII, Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tion ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution: Ohap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI, Soul 
and Future apd Evolution; Chapter XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Ohapter XIII, Oonelusion. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


23d Ward of the City of New York. 
FOR SALE 


On Easy Terms, 
A 12-ROOMED HOUSE 


With all the Modern Improvements, Electric 
Bells, Burglar Alarm, and bested by Steam, and 
about Four City Lots. Situated on high ground. 
Choice fruit. Convenient to cara, gchool&, etc. Or 
WILL BE RENTED to a first-class Uf 

Apply to JAMES W. PARSHALL, 
737 East 167TH STREET, NEW YORE. 


ister factory, where each 
professor takes an oath 
once in five years—that 
time being considered 
the life of an oath—that 
he has not, during the 
last five years, and will 
not, during the next five 
years, intellectually ad- 
v&nce.—Zngersoll. 


THE chief cause which 
made the fusion of the 
different elements of so- 
ciety so imperfect was 
the extreme difficulty 
which our ancestors 
found in passing from 
place to place. Of all 
inventions, the alphabet 
and the printing press 
alone excepted, those in- 
ventions which abridge 
distance hav dove most 
for the civilization of our 
species. Every improve- 
ment of the means of 
locomotion benefits man- 
kind morally and intel- 
lectually as well as ma- 
terially, and not only 
facilitates the inter. 
change of the various 
productions of nature 
and art, but tends to re- 
move national and pro- 
: vincial antipathies, and 
to bind together all the branches of the great 
human family.— Macaulay. 


Ir is a curious and interesting exercise to 
take any common article of daily ure and 
inquire what consequences followed its in. 
troduction, and what part it plays in the wel- 
fare of man. Take Paper, for ins arce. It 
made the art of printing possible. It made 
the newspaper possible, and especially the 
daily paper. The multiplication of pictures 
by engraving could not be carried on with- 
out it, nor the modern art of photography, to 
which I shall refer again. We attach great 
value to a system of genera] education as one 
of the most important agencies if modern 
civilization. But the first requisit of such a 
system is cheap books, and for these paper is 
tie, aoe thing we could use.— Chauncey 


FORTUNATELY, another force was born into 
the world. Whether ''black Barthel," the 
German monk, discovered gunpowder, or 
whether Friar Bacon preceded him, is of 
little consequence. The fourteenth century 
was yet quite young when somebody found 
out that a mixture of sulphur, niter, and 
charcoal would deliver a heavy blow. With 
his rifle in hand the common man reclothed 
himself with all the rights that had been torn 
from him by a thousand years of fhe des. 
potism of the Man on Horseback. The 
musket has steadily led the way and sup- 
ported every extension of the boundaries of 
freedom. Without so irresistible a weapon 
within reach of every man’s hand, the world 
would still be prostrate under the hoofs of an 
equestrian aristocracy, whose despotism 
would only be tempered by the tyranny of 
kingcraft.— Mc Elroy. 


Ler nothing come between you and the 
light. Respect men as brothersonly. When 
you travel to the celestial city, carry no letter 
of introduction. When you knock, ask to 
see God— none of the servants. In what con- 
cerns you much do not think you hav com- 
panions; know that you are alone in the 
world.— Thoreau. 


To thine own self be true; 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
'Thou canst not then be false to any man. 
—Shakspere. 


THERE is an universal tendency among 
mankind to conceive all beings like themselvs, 
and to transfer to every object those qualities 
with which they are familiarly acquainted, 
and of which they are intimately conscious. 
- . . The unknown causes, which contin- 
ually employ their thought, appearing al- 
ways in the same aspect, are all apprehended 
to be of the same kind or species. Nor is it 
long before we ascribe to them thought and 
reason and passion, and sometimes even the 
limbs and figures of men, in order to bring 
them nerrer to a resemblance with ourgelvs. 
—Hume. 
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dotes and Qlippings. 


AT the inauguration of the statue of. Joan 
of Arc at Nancy the other day three sermons | 
were preached, respectivly by the Catholic : 
bishop, the Protestant pastor, and the Jewish ; 
rabbi. The pastor exalted Joan as an inde- | 


pendent Christian; the bishop spoke of her! 
ardent piety, and assailed the memory of the | 
bishop and the clergy who condemned her; 
and the rabbi placed her “above all re-; 
ligions.’ He compared her to Esther and | 
Judith, and other great women in history. | 
Which of the three was right ? i 

Vamrous doctríns of the Roman church of | 
to-day were denounced and condemned by 
the early fathers and popes. The third and 
fourth Ecumenical councils, A.D 431 and A.D 
451, accepted the Nicene creed as final, and 
anathematized those who should change it. 
Yet it has been changed, added to, by Pius 
IX. in 1854, and by the Vatican council in 
1870, which declared respectivly that the im- 
maculate conception of the Virgin and the in- 


fallibility of the pope, speaking ex cathedra, | 


were articles of the Roman Catholic faith. 
Tns is how a parson took leave of his pa- 
rishioners in a town in the far West, as re- 
lated by Vanity Fair: ** Dearly beloved, our 
parting does not seem hard to me, for three 
reasons—you do not love me, you do not love 
each other, and the Lord does not love you. 
If you loved me, you would hav paid me for 
my services during the past two years; you 
do not love each other, otherwise I should 
hav more marriages to celebrate; and the 


| hav more funeral services to conduct.” | 


; pool of scandal.” 


| hardened sinner, try 8 series of slashing 
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BısnoP GILmovrR, the Catholic bishop of 
Ohio, has excommunicated J. J. Greeves, the 
editor of the Catholic Knight, of Cleveland, 
on the ground, among others, that his paper 
is “a falsifier of law and fact, and a cess- 
The judgment not only 
covers the wretched Greeves, but all his 
correspondents, Jay and clerical, and all his 
canvassers, agents, correspondents, and even 
subscribers. They are all forbidden to work 
for or read the Knight. That Greeves will 
get the worst of it in the encounter we hav 
no doubt. Of course, he will, if a really 


articles showing what a pitiful sort of eccle- 
siastic the bishop is, but the bishop will 
aesuredly ‘‘down” him in the long run. 
The staying power of Catholic dignitaries is 
very great. The most “ ringing editorial" 
from one of their own fiock glances off them 
like hail off a tin roof. Few will hear of 
Greeves’s fate without wishing there were 
some authority like Bishop Gilmour’s among 
the heretics and Infidels, which could shut 
up “the falsifiers of Jaw and fact end the | 
cesspools of scandal.” The ripeness of some 
of our editorial brethren in these parts for 
excommunication of some gort on the above 
grounds is notorious. Down in Philadelphia, 
for instance, how a good rattling excommu- 
nication or two would clear the murky jour- 
nalistic atmosphere, and make the Wana- 
maker ‘‘ ads." fly.— venting Post. 


Tux Deseret Bemi- Weekly News, a Mormon 
paper published at Salt Lake City, says: | 


I * 
i would call more of you to him, and I should | “ Persistent efforts hav been made by various | 


denominations to evangelize the Indians. 
Very few people hav any idea of the failures 
that hav attended these attempts, as the off 
cia] reports of missionary societies, as a rule, 
cover them up and giv publicity only to sup- 
posed success. A story is in circulation in 


the press that throws some light upon the | 


‘evangelization’ of the aborigines. The fol- 
lowing is from the Denver News: ‘A num- 
ber of Stony Indians hav been in and 
around Donald for some time. Before they 
left on Monday they threw one of their 
horses down, then piled wood upon it and 
burnt it alive. It was reported to Sheriff 
Redgrave about 7 o'clock on Tuesday morn- 
ing. The sheriff and Officer H. Redgrave 


proceeded to their camp, about two miles | 
from Donald, and found the poor creature; 


standing up, burnt from shoulders to head, 
flesh all charred and skin burnt and eyes 
blind, and in a horrible suffering state. Other 
Indians, the Kootenays, were camping there, 
and the sheriff insisted they shoot the ani- 
mal, which they did, the officer finishing its 
misery by his revolver. 
found out that the cause of their burning the 
horse was that one of their children was very 
sick, and to make it well they placed the 
horse in misery.’ These Indians figure in 
the records of the Episcopalian church as 
‘converts.’ They attend church and partake 
of the so-called sacrament like white church- 
members." 

Tux Christian Scientists hav been given a 
hard rap by Judge Loren L. Lewis, of the 
supreme court of New York. This he did in 


rendering decision ina habeas corpus case for | 


Later the sheriff, 


the custody of a child whose mother is a 
Christian Scientist. In that decision he de- 
! claresthat between the contending father and 
mother he should giv the child tothe mother, 
but the evidence shows that the mother isa . 
devotee of Christian Science. The judge 
condenses the testimony thus: “The re- 
spondent is a believer, it seems, in that sys- 
tem of treating the sick known as Christian 
Science, which, as I understand, consists in 
i the main in prayer for the restoration of the 
sick. The deceased child was taken with 
spasms, which continued twenty-four hours, 
and until she died. The respondent called a 
Christian Scientist to treat her, who, the 
evidence shows, sat by the child eight hours 
while she was suffering constantly with 
spasms. No remedies were administered by 
her, unless silent prayer may be said to bea 
remedy. After the child had been in spasms 
eight hours, its grandparents learning of its 
sickness, remonstrated with the respondent 
as to the manner in which she had been 
treated, and at their request a physician was 
called. His remedies failing to help the 
child, he informed the friends that the pa- 
tient, he thought, would die, and the mother 
i thereupon, against the grandparents’ objec- 
| tions, again called the Christian Scientist, but 
the child, however, died before she arrived. 
i The facts are stated because they hav had 
some influence upon my mind in deciding 
this question. Should I award the custody 
of Lucy to her mother, she would if sick, 
probably be treated as her sister was, and I 
think it unwise to make a person entertaining 
| such views of treating the sick the custodian 
of so young à child as Lucy is.” 
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Communications. 
The Christian’s India Rubber God.—Continued. 


The cruel acts of men, instead of being instigated 
by the devil, hav been prompted by their inherent 
brutality. 

When the Sunday-school lessons shall be exchanged 
for lessons in humanity, the devil will find less to 
do, and God will then be more merciful. 

Ohristians are always calling upon God to do 
something, but he never does the right thing at the 
right time. 

When two armies are arrayed in battle, he is ex- 
pected to help both sides. But he invariably deserts 
the weaker side without any regard to justice. He 
must stop adrouth or make it rain whenever a Ohris- 
tian thumbs the rubber. A God who will do just as 
ihe Ohristian tells him to is just such a God as the 
Ohristian believes in, and will change as the minds 
of men vary. 

A rubber idol which the Christian can shape to 
suit his fancy would be just as effectiv as the God 
that Ohristians pray to. If a man be naturally 
cruel, his God is cruel. If he is benevolent and 
humane, his God is more decent. Study a man 
closely, and you will be able to form a just concep- 
tion of his God. The Ohristian says his God is in 
heaven, but he exists nowhere only in the imsgina- 
tion of men. 

* Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” And 
shall we praise him for all the curses, too? If he is 
the author of all the blessings, so also is he the 
author of all the curses, and they are not few. 

If the Ohristian should keap an honest account 
with his God, he would be surprised at the way the 
debit and credit columns would foot up. If he 
sends us the rains and the dews and the sunshine, 
he also sends the drouths, floods, earthquakes, and 
tornadoes. If he has given us the horse, the ox, the 
sheep, the camel, and other useful animals, he has 
also given us the tiger, the panther, the rattlesnake, 
the cobra, tarantula, scorpion, centipede, and many 
poisonous insects, which terrify and torment us, and 
often produce death. 

We are to thank God for the variations of the 
seasons, for the alternation of day and night, for the 
changes of the moon, for the genial rays of the sun 
and for many other things which the Christian re- 
gards as blessings. f l 

When the old chief was asked what made light- 
ning, he replied: “ Big Injun spitumfire" God has 
just as much to do with producing the above- 
mentioned phenomena as a dead Indian has with 
producing lightning. g 

Does God make it freeze when the mercury runs 
down to thirty-two degrees, and make water boil at 
two hundred and twelve? Does God make it cold 
at the poles and hot at the equator? Does God 
make a stone fall to the earth when it is cast into 
the air? Does God cause the shot to fall from the 
tower in globular forms? 

If so, who would ever engage in the manufacture 
of shot, for he might take it into his head to make 
them fall in cubes, and that would ruin the bus- 
inegs ? 

The side of a hill facing the south will be bare, 
and the side facing the north will be covered with 
snow. . 

The south side of a roof is frequently bare when 
the north side is covered with snow. 

Everyone has noticed how the snow ig affected by 
these different exposures in the spring when it is be- 
ing melted. : 

Does the Ohristian think God has anything to do 
with this phenomenon? 

Near the poles the rays of the sun strike obliquely 
on the surface, and the same number of rays are 
Bpread over a greater amount of space. Åt the 
equator the sun’s rays fall perpendicular to the earth 
and the same number of rays cover less surface. 
And this accounts mainly for the difference in heat and 
cold at the equator and the poles. The reason why 
the snow melts sooner on the south side of a roof 
than it does on the north side, and on the side of a 
hill facing the south sooner than on the side facing 
to the north, is the reason why it is warmer at the 
equator than at the poles. Instead of there being a 
God at work, there is simply cause and effect. 

“Praise God for the variations of the seasons.” 
Thus the inhabitants of Jupiter may be cursing God 
because they hav no variations of the seasons at all. 
And the inhabitants of Venus may be finding fault 
because they hav too great a variation of the seasons. 
The inclination of the earth’s axis, twenty-three and 
a half degrees, givs us a very agreeable variety of the 
seasons. Jupiter revolves upon an axis perpendicu- 
lar to the plane of its orbit. Oonsequently there is an 
equal exposure of the poles and the equator to the 
Bun in every part of its orbit, and therefore no 
change of seasons. 

Piace a barrel-hoop upon four inverted tumblers on 
a table. In thecenter of the hoop put a low lamp to 
represent the sun. Take a piece of wire and run it 
through an orange so that the sides shall project an 
inch to either side, to represent the axis of a planet 


Take hold of the wire and hold it perpendicular to 
the plane of the hoop and pass it around the lamp. 

If the axis be kept perpendicular to the plane of 
the hoop, it will be seen that a given point on the 
orsnge wil hav an equal exposure to the lamp in 
every part of the orbit. 

Incline the wire about twenty-three degrees to the 
plane of the hoop, keeping the wire pointing in the 
same direction, say to the north, and pass it around the 
lamp. In one point of the orbit the wire will point 
to the lamp, corresponding to the position of the 
earth in its orbit about the 20th of June. In the op- 
posit part of the hoop or orbit, the wire will point 
away from the lamp, corresponding to the earth's 
position about the 21st of December. Midway be- 
tween those points the wire will lean sideways to 
the lamp, corresponding with the position of the 
earth about the 20th of March and the 20th of Sep- 
tember, when the sun is on the equator. 

Tilt the wire seventy-five degrees to the plane of 
the hoop, and pass the orange around as before, and 
it will be found that the zones overlap each other, 
giving a peculiarity in the changes of the seasons 
known to the planet Venus. 

A few experiments, as I hav directed, with a little 
reflection, will satisfy anyone how little God has to 
do with the seasons. And he has just as much to 
do with the rainbow and eclipses, and every celestial 
movement and phenomenon, as he has with alterna- 
tion of day and the regularity of the seasons. 

“Tf a man can witness the glory and splendor of 
the rising sun, and not be moved by feelings of de- 
votion toward the great architect of the universe, he 
is of the earth, earthy, and of the brute, brutal.” 
So says the Obristian. Just turn the orange a few 
times upon its axis, as above mentioned, and see that 
the side next the lamp must be illuminated, while 
the opposit side is in darkness, and then one will see 
how much God has to do with the glory of the ris- 
ing sun. There is the law of light and shade and 
nothing more. The more we know about the laws 
of nature, the less we shall find for God to do. 
Notwithstanding all that has ever been said and 
written about God, we know no more than when the 
investigation first began. The reason is, we can 
know nothing about what does not exist. 

The untutored man sees many things which he 
cannot account for. “And he forms in his mind a 
great being with power adequate to the performance 
of any act, and attributes everything which he does 
not understand to the act of this great imaginary 
first cause. Without doubt this is the way the God 
idea found a lodgment in the human mind. Ever 
the thought comes home to me that a knowledge of 
the natural will do away with superstition, and ban- 
ish all the gods. Will the world ever find out how 
much its progress has been retarded by superstition, 
which has its root mainly in the God idea? 

By means of superstitious ideas instilled into the 
minds of the young, a few designing men hav been 
able to reduce the many to a state of mental servi- 
tude, and make them do their bidding like willing 
slaves. Men can be led in any direction and into 
any extravagance if they can first be made to be- 
lieve that a certain line of action, however preposter- 
ous, is pleasing to God. 

A man under the influence of superstition is like 
one who is lost. He has not the power to reason, 
and will not credit what he sees with his own eyes. 
Though blind, he thinks he sees with the clearest 
vision. Though his mind is benumbed, he thinks he 
is the clearest reasoner. He will not hear the truth 
because he is already in the possession of it. He 
does not want to change because he knows he is 
right. “I hav been summoned before the prophet,” 
said a Mormon to the wife whom he loved, “and he 
has given me just one week to take another wife, or 
be cut off from the church and turned over to the 
buffetings of Satan.” Which meant blood atone- 
ment, to be murdered by the Danites. 

* Let us flee," said she. “We cannot flee from 
God,” said he. “I am not afraid of those who can 
only kill the body, but I am afraid of him who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. The prophet 
hath spoken, and the voice of the prophet is the 
voice of God. If God commands a thing we must 
not question his wisdom. He knows the secrets of 
our hearts, and he knows that it will cost me more 
than life to obey, and he would not require such sac- 
rifices at our hands if it were not for our good.” 
“In some way,” she said, “there seems to be a lie 
between the innermost feelings of my heart and the 
will of God.” 

What strange spell, it may be asked, can come 
over the human mind, to make it willingly outrage 
every instinct of nature? Are the infernal regions a 
reality, and are devils absolutely let loose to turn 
men and women into strange and unnatural animals? 
Nothing of the kind. Under the power of certain 
hallucinations men hav torn and mangled their own 
flesh, and tortured the innocent and helpless. Jeph- 
tha murdered his daughter; Abraham showed a wil- 
lingness to kill his son, and Freeman butchered his 
little girl. 

There is nothing so unnatural, revolting, and cruel 
that men will not do it with seeming pleasure, if the 


mind has been sufficiently warped. Mormonism dif- 
fers neither in kind or degree from the Ohristinn re- 
ligion. The Ohristian and the Mormon believe in a 
God. ‘The imagination has clothed this being with 
certain attributes. This God has revealed his will 
to man through certain other men. These human 
instruments through whom God has made his will 
known are regarded as middle-men between heaven 
and earth, and sre nearer to God and hav more power 
with him than other men. 

When these dogmas are so thoroughly instilled 
into the mind that doubt never enters, the character 
of the devotee will then depend upon what he con- 
ceives to be the will of God. The will of God will 
depend upon the character of the human instrument 
through whom the will is made known. If it bea 
human butcher like old Joshua, or a polygamist like 
Solomon or Brigham Young, or a wholesale robber 
like David, why, then the war, or robbery, or butch- 
ery, or polygamy, which is commanded, will be the 
will of God of course. ‘‘ The voice of the prophet 
is the voice of God.” So says the Mormon, go says 
the Mohammedan, so ssys the Jew, so says the 
Christian. 

Whenever one of these heavenly go-betweens com- 
mands an act of murder, it will be obeyed with as 
much alacrity as the greatest act of charity, as all the 
murders of the Inquisition attest. Nothing can be 
wrong which God commands. 

This is the clew to all the wars, 1nurders, tortures, 
cruelties, outrages, and abominations which hav ever 
been committed in the name of any religion. 

- A man with a mind thus imbued can never be safe ` 
in society, any more than a man afflicted with any 
other kind of lunacy. What further evidence of the 
fact can be required than that men kill their own 
children because they think it pleasing to their great 
India rubber idol? Ifa man can be led to outrage 
the woman he loves by marrying another woman, 
and if a woman who regards her husband as the 
apple of her eye will allow another woman to come 
between her and her husband, he or she will perform 
any other act however abominable if made to believe 
that God requires the act at their hands. In all ages 
men hav been found willing to commit the most 
diabolical acts which ever besmeared the pages of 
history, when they believed that the command had 
come from the great India rubber whangdoodle 
through one of his lieutenants on earth. 

Man never bows his knee until he is robbed of his 
manhood. He never crouches like a whipped 
spaniel without being in fear of some man or mon- 
ster whom or which he regards as master. What he 
conceives to be the will of that master, that will he 
do, right or wrong. 

Ohristians fight the Mormons because they believe 
them to be aclass of superstitious, cruel, polygamous 
wretches. Their prophets are impostors who mis- 
lead and deceive the people. But Brigham Young 
was entitled to more honor and credit than the 
prophets of old. He did not keep as many wives, 
was more moral and a better prophet, because more 
intelligent. And what could be more cruel than 
whipping women, hanging witches, and the tortures 
of the Inquisition, sanctioned by all Ohristians for 
hundreds of years ? 

And what superstition in all Mormondom exoseds 
that of eating a piece of bread and calling it the 
body of a man who died two thousand years ago, or 
of drinking wine and calling it his blood? And if 
their polygamous lives are to be reprobated, what 
must be thought of old Solomon, the wisest man in 
the eyes of all Ohristians who ever dwelt upon the 
face of the earth? 

Yes, the Christian ean see the superstition of the 
Mormon, but can he, will he, see that he himself is 
under the influence of & superstition equally absurd 
and degrading? The Christian is unable to see how 
Mohammedans can be imposed upon by believing 


.| that Mohammed was sent on a divine mission, aud 


was gifted with supernatural powers. But it is no 
absurdity to believe these things of Christ. 

If supernatural powers were bestowed upon Jesus, 
he lacked the principles of humanity which ought to 
adorn the character of every well-meaning man. 
What would hav been thought of a man last winter 
who by the turning of his hand, or by a word, or the 
mere fiat of his will, could hav cured every case of 
the grippe, and yet let hundreds all over. the country 
Buffer and die? ^ 

Ohrist healed the leper. If he could heal one, he. 
could a dozen—all who were afflicted. Then why 
allow any to suffer with this tormenting, painful dis-. 
ease? He eaused the blind to see. If he could do 
it in a few cases, be could do it in ail. Why allow 
anyone to grope in darkness? He cured the lame. 
If he had that power over a few, he had it over all. 
Why let men cripple around on esnes and crutches ? 

Now, my Ohristian friends, take your choice. If 
Ohrist had power to cure all ard did not do it, he 
lacked humanity. If he did not hav the power, he 
was not God; if not God, then mere man, and that 
is all he was, and sll the rest is mere superstition 
such as characterizes the Mormon and the Moham- 
medan. Jonn Prox. 

: (TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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The Common Sense Club. 


Rationalistic organizations hav not achieved nu- 
merical success. The history of Liberal leagues, 
Freethought clubs, and Secular societies is a record 
of an enthusiastic start, and either a quarrelsome or 
a languid finish. This statement does not imply 
that they are not useful, but merely declares that 
they are nof permanent. "Two causes appear to be a 
sufficient explanation of this fact, apart from the in- 
fluence of Ohristian hostility. 

The first cause arises from their foundation prin- 
ciple—freedom. All restriction upon the progress 
of thought and upon its expression having been re- 
moved, the members, who at the beginning united 
in consequence of harmonious opinion, soon diverged 
in ideas. Being men and possessing the usual amount 
of “human nature,” even their profession of freedom 
fails to make them ‘tolerant. It is an axiom of ari 
that there is more strife between the shades 
than between the colors, and an illustration of this 
principle is found in the remark of an eminent 
veteran Liberal, that he had experienced more oppo- 
sition from those near to him in thought than he had 
from the orthodox. This perhaps may be explained 
as the result of self-conceit. 

A . person who has thought for himself and de- 
veloped heresy resents the progress of others beyond 
him as an imputation that he has not arrived at ulti- 
mate truth ; and his opinions being the creation of 
his own mental effort he is more strenuous in main- 
taining them than is one who has inherited orthodoxy 
and can giv no reason for wearing his grandfather's 
hat, except that it was his grandfather's. Freedom 
causes the differences, but finds its limits by intoler- 
ance. It is also a fact that only those of similar 
ideas desire intimate association, and the agreement 
upon the foundation principle of Naturalism which 
animates all Freethinkers is not sufficient to prevent 
antagonism upon minor differences that assume 
prominence in expression and hav a bearing upon 
the life of the individual. 

The second cause of the failure of rationalistic 
organizations arises from the principle of altruism. 
Their main intention is the conversion of others to 
similar opinions, but the missionary zeal soon flags, 
and the member of the society, finding that he is 
getting but little for himself, drops off in attention. 
He has settled the condemnation of supernaturalism 
and gets tired of reiterated argument and the flog- 
ging of a dead horse. He becomes indifferent to 
Liberal literature because its ideas are so familiar ; 
and as Christians are opposed to reading heresy, the 
Liberal journal languishes. Those who like it do 
not need it, and those who need it do not like it. 

Divergence of opinion and lack of inducement are 
the two chief causes of the waning membership of 
Freethought societies; and the remedies are clearly 
tolerance and self-interest. But the mere preaching 
of tolerance will not secure its establishment ; and 
the remedies are merged in one—egoism. The 
member must find a personal advantage in the organ- 
ization. It must afford pleasure and profit beyond 
the satisfaction arising from propagandism. To se- 
cure this the society must supply entertainment and 
promote practical measures for the welfare of its 
adherents and of society at large. 

Owing to the unpopularity of professed Liberalism 
it is difficult to secure desirable or numerous 
membership in organizations that are avowedly 
rationalistic. Young and talented persons refrain 
from joining them through fear of social ostracism 
or business injury, and fashionable people consider 
that it is not “good form” to belong toa Free- 
thought club. As an escape from these difficulties 
and as a means of uniting all the live people of a 
place in secular work and play that will indirectly 
lead them away from supernatural belief and other- 
worldliness, the Common Sense Club is suggested, 
with the following platform: 

Motto: Use common sense. 

Maxim: Natural law rules the world. 

Precepts : Be happy. Do good. Do no harm. 

. The motto certainly cannot be objected to, and 
people would be rather ashamed to refuse to join a 
society whose main purpose was the exercise of com- 
mon sense. Thia faculty is the rectifier of error and 
ill. Emerson says, “The cure of a bad theology is 
not another, but common sense.” Lecky in his 
“History of Rationalism in Europe" (p 95), says, 
“From the publication of the essays of Montaigne, 
we may date the influence of that gifted and ever 
enlarging rationalistic school, which gradually 
effected the destruction of the belief in witchcraft, 
not by refuting or explaining its evidence, but 
simply by making men more and more sensible of 
its intrinsic absurdity,” so that, as he says (p. 92), 
“the old theological measure of probability has 
completely disappeared, and is replaced by a shrewd, 
secular common sense.” 

The maxim, Natural law rules the world, when 
apprehended roots out supernatural belief and 
shows that miracles do not happen. Evolution is 
perceived to be the order of the universe. Develop- 
ment through constant successions of causeand effect, 
without the interference of the arbitrary will of a 


divine being, is seen to be the method of nature's 
work and progress. Consequently prayer for such 
interference ceases and natural means are sought 
and used. The foundation principle of Rationalism 
is embodied in this maxim and by its truth supersti- 
tion is destroyed. 

The three precepts summarize all philosophy and 
all religion. The first, “Be Happy,” antagonizes 
Christian asceticism and suggests that in self-develop- 
ment lies the power of usefulness. Egotism pre- 
cedes and promotes altruism. Pleasure and pain are 
thé two guides to truth, one directing, the other 
warning. The four canons of Epicurus, interpreted 
by knowledge and common sense, supply the rules 
for happiness: 1. The pleasure which produces no 
pain is to be embraced. 2. The pain which produces 
no pleasure is to be avoided. 3. The pleasure is to 
be avoided which prevents a greater pleasure or pro- 
duces a greater pain. 4, The pain is to be endured 
which averts a greater pain or secures g greater pleas- 
ure.” Herbert Spencer says in the “ Data of Ethics :" 
“ The good is universally the pleasurable. Conduct 
is good or bad as its result to self or others is pleas- 
urable or painful: the need for commandments 
from God disappears. Great miseries are 
caused by persevering in actions repugnant to the 
sensations and neglecting actions which the sensa- 
tions prompt.” Therefore to be happy is to be gocd. 
The second precept: Be good, summarizes the 
Golden Rule and all positiv ethics; and the third 
precept: Do no Harm, which may be called the Dia- 
mond rule, embraces all negativ edicts, so that in 
these three precepts we hav condensed the philoso- 
phy of conduct and the essence of all laws and gos- 
pels, furnishing a platform and creed comprehending 
all natural morality and broad enough for all to 
stand upon who are controled by common sense. 

The Oommon Sense Club in every town should be- 
come the deviser and promoter of entertainment 
and social pleasure, and thus in small communities 
replace the church as the center of attraction, destroy- 
ing the incongruity of going for fun to a place con- 
seerated to the preaching of hell and damnation. It 
should be the arena for discussing and planuing 
localimprovements, and for determining political and 
social economics. It should apply common sense to 
all the affairs of life. In the home, it should study 
how drudgery and care can be lessened by inculca- 
tion of simpler habits and combined efforts, and dis- 
cuss the feasibility of relieving the toils of women 
and increasing the comfort of all by having in com- 
mon kitchens, laundries, nurseries, schools, gardens, 
libraries, and other necessities and luxuries. It 
should apply common sense to municipal affairs and 
determin which principle is the better—to let indi- 
viduals supply public needs at a profit, or to let the 


people collectivly provide for their wants at cost. 


If the latter course is believed to be the most sensi- 
ble, agitation should be directed toward the munic- 
ipal control of gas, water, tramways, roads, electric 
light, and the supply of fuel and staple articles of 
food. Plans for bettering the condition or appear- 
ance of the town should here be freely canvassed and 
the results should be brought to the notice of the 
proper authorities. This informal parliament might 
in time become the executiv power of the place and 
realize the dream of s pure democracy where volun- 
tary association made law and government obsolete. 

The Common Sense Club would also consider na- 
tional affairs. The questioa of private enterprise 
and monopoly, as against collectiv control, would 
again be raised, and the railway, post-office, express, 
telegraph, mines, forests, and great industries would 
hav attention, and the propriety of management by 
the people for the people would be settled. It 
would be questioned whether it is sensible for peo- 
ple only to trade within certain geographical limits 
and with men who dwell under the same flag or if they 
should indorse the sentiment of Thomas Paine, 
“The world is my country.” It would debate the 
vexed questions of capital and labor and form opin- 
ions as to the feasibility of substituting cooperation 
in the place of competition. 

All the affairs of life could be “ventilated” 
and common sense be brought to bear upon their 
consideration. Shutting up museums, libraries, and 
art galleries and stopping all means of travel on the 
workingman’s day of leisure; paying chaplains to 
open legislativ proceedings; appointing days for 
thanksgiving and fasting ; exempting religious prop- 
erty from taxation ; giving public money to sectarian 
institutions; reading the Bible in schools; prose- 
cuting for obscenity men who use plain language for 
good purposes; allowing vacant land to be held by 
speculators ; refusing divorce to mismated couples ; 
wearing mourning costumes for the dead—all these 
and a multitude of other questionable customs 
should be brought to the bar of common sense, and 
when a verdict is rendered let suitable action follow. 

If every town would start a Common Sense Olub, 
the time, talent, and money that now go largely to 
waste in the church and the Young People's Society 
of Christian Endeavor might be saved from fruit- 
less expenditure for the glory of God and be 
made to bring forth an abundant harvest for the 
service of man. Rozpert O. Apams. 


that wanted to put up a new “ natatorium." 


Religion in Politics in Wisconsin. 


I hav seen very little if anything in Tur Taura 
Srrxer concerning the church and state war now on 
in Wisconsin state politics. The state legislature 
two years ago, at the instigation of the Turners of 


Milwaukee (German-Americans), and others, passed 
what has since been known as the Bennett law. It 
took its name from a man named Bennett, an Irish- 
American and a Catholic, who introduced it, and was 
pasos without a dissenting vote, both parties voting 
or it. 
taught certain rudimentary studies in the English 
language, the law being aimed at certain parochis! 
schools where no English was taught. It was felt 
that a future citizen had aright to be raised to speak 
the language of the country he or she must battle 
for a living in, and that, as long as parents were care- 
less, it was the duty of the state to step in and pre- 
vent the child from being thus handicapped. Some 
time after its passage objection began to be heard to 
the law. It came, significantly enough, from Lu- 
theran and Catholic clergymen, mostly Germans, and 
at once a warm controversy arose that has grown in 
intensity until the present time, when the two polit- 
ical parties are arrayed against each other over it, 
and it is being made the fighting-ground for the elec- 
tion of & new governor. 
signature made the bill & law, is stanchly defending 
it, and Mayor Peck (the Peck's Bad Boy man) of 
Milwaukee is the Democratic nominee. 
many Democrats are disgruntled because the party 
took issue against the law, and a good many Lu- 
theran Republicans hav deserted at the dictation of 
the priests. 


The law in effect enacted that all children be 


Governor Hoard, whose 


A good 


George W. Peck is known in Milwaukee as the 


“assistant Baptist,” he having thus called himself in 


working to raise a mortgage from a Baptist church 
Hoard, 
if anything, is a Liberal, or, at best, a thinking Ohris- 
tian. He has gone into the fight with the utmost 
courage, and while it is hard to predict the outcome, 
the Republicans are quite sanguin. I hav merely 
sketched this brief outline of the situation because I 
think nothing definit about Wisconsin's church fight 
has appeared in this journal. I wish, however, to 
write of a laughable phase of the contest. As is not 
uncommon in state campaigns, the parties hav im- 
ported prominent speakers from Washington to do 
a little stumping, and the Democrats hav just had 
Roger Q. Mills, of Texas, here. Mr. Mills knows 
more about tariff and the Mills bill than he does 
about the Bennett law, but he came here, s great dis- 
tance, to tell the people of the state of the iniquities 


of the law. He seemed to imagin that the Demo- 


cratic party here had constituted itself the especial 


agent of God to protect his children from the tyranny 


of a godless state, and so he made a great many very 
devout speeches. Here are some choice excerpts, 
and they will appeal to Trurn Sezxers readers as the 
outpouring of a heart swelled with grace and stamped 
like our pennies, “In God we trust :” 


And in every country where I am, as long as I am a free 
man, I will do everything in my power to hav laws changed 
that would compel me to send my child to a school where 
he could be taught there was no God, no atoning sacrifice, 
no sufferer.on Calvary for the redemption of the sins of the 
world, and that there was no hell. 

lam responsible to him alone who created me and gave 
me breath, I hav got to render my account to him, and I 
would a great deal rather render my account to him than 
render it to the Republican legislature of Wisconsin. He 
knows my faults; he knows my frailties; he knows the 
temptations to which Iam subjected; he sees the tears in 
my eyes when I turn with repentance toward him. The 
legislature of Wisconsin, if Republican, would never 
see them in the world. He knows how to weigh all the 
mitigating circumstances, and if I hav got to fall into either 
human or divine hands to deal with me for my shortcom- 
ings, I say with one of old, let me fall rather into the hands 
of God than into the hands of man. I would not trust the 
best man that ever lived in any part of the United States, 
my own state, my nativ state, your state, anybody else’s 
state to determin for me my duty to my God or my duty to 
myself. 

You cannot answer for me, my. friends. I do not care 
how good you are. You may be wrong. My mind may be 
illuminated by divine truth from above. I may hav studied 
these questions more than you hav. . 

Suppose I am brought to the bar to answer before him 
whose eye never sleeps, for something you hav commanded 
me to do, when I knew that something is wrong, my con- 
acience has informed me, my brain has been enlightened ; 
you cannot answer for me then. 


From these few specimens of a great deal of such 
rubbish, it is apparent that Senator Blair is not alone 
in his legislativ holiness. Freperic Heara. 

Milwaukee, Sept. 27, 1890. 

———— 

Dorma three centuries Christianity had been en- 
deavoring to introduce into the empire the element 
of religion. It was under Constantine that Chris- 
tianity succeeded, not in making religion the pre- 
vailing element, but in giving it & prominent part to 
perform. Monarchy here presents itself under a dif- 
ferent aspect; it is not of earthly origin ; the prince 
is not the representativ of the sovereignty of the 
public; he is the image, the representativ, the dele- 
gate of God. Power descends to him from on high. 
— Guizot. 
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The American Seenlar Union Congress. 
! PROGRAM. 
.. While we are not prepared to giv an exact list of 
the exercises at the coming Congress, we herewith 
furnish some information that may be of interest to 
our friends. 

The Congress wil assemble on Friday evening, 
Oct. 31. 1890, in the Grand Opera House at Ports- 
mouth, O. President Westbrook will call the meet- 
ing to order, and announes certain committees. An 
address of welcome will be delivered by J. L. Treu- 
thart, president of the local Union, and an original 
poem wil be read by Lawyer Searl on the same 
subject—to both of which President Westbrook will 
make s reply. The secretary's report will then be 
read, at the close of which she will deliver an address 
on organization. Thie will be the keynote of the 
Convention ; aud if is very desirable that our friends 
be present on this occasion. 

Oa Saturday morning, at 9 o'clock, the election of 
offisera and other business will claim the attention 
of the Congress; end on Saturday afternoon there 
wiil be a general discussion of the best methods of 
»romoting the objects of the American Secular 
:Jnion—3 discussion which will consist of short 
Speeches. This, of course, will be oper to all. Dr. 
"Tenrietta P. Westbrook will read a short paper on 
"Oommon Sense" Oa Saturday evening, an ad- 
Aress will be delivered by Mrs. A. M. Freeman, on 
' The Battle for Bread ;" and another address will 
ne delivered by Jüdge C. B. Waite, probably on 
"God in the Constitution." Dr. Paul Carus, editor 
of the Open Court, and Lawyer Geeting, of Chicago, 
will also deliver short addresses. 

On Sunday morning, addresaes will be delivered 
by Rabbi David Philipson, cf Cincinnati, and by the 
well-known lecturer, W. F. Jamieson. On Sunday 
afternoon, Presidext Westbrook will deliver an ad- 
dress on “The Bible in Pablic Schools,” and will be 
followed by the well known New York lawyer and 
philosophical writer, T. B. Wakeman. On Sunday 
evening, addresses will be delivered by L. K. Wash. 
burn, of the Boston Jnvestigator, on “ The Sunday 
Question,” and by Obarles Watts, of Oanada, editor 
of Secular Thought, on “The Church and the 
Throne." 

Other addresses will be made by various speakers 

whom we are nob yet prepared to announce; and 
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the sbove program will be subject to alterations and 


emendations, should it be found necessary to transfer 
any speaker or speakers from one evening to another, 
etc. We hav not yet received answers to the invita- 


tions given to Dr. McGlynn and Professor Adler. 
Fine musical selections, both vocal and instru- 

mental, will be furnished at each session, through 

the enterprise and liberality of our Portsmouth 


friends. 


We are sorry to announce that Colonel Ingersoll 
will not be present. He has not delivered a lecture 
for nearly five years; and the present state of his 
health, as well as his business engagements, will not 
permit him to make the journey to Portsmouth. 

Through the efforts of our friends in Portsmouth 
and Chicago, we hav succeeded in obtaining reduced 
rates on railroads running to the Oongress; and 
these reductions are obtainable by all who attend the 
Congress, whether members or otherwise. 

Friends leaving Chicago for the Congress will find 
it to their advantage to go by the Baltimore & 
Ohio, as this road charges but $14.75 for the round 
trip, and does not coinpel those purchasing tickets 
at this rate to go all at the same time on one ticket, 
as the other roads do, but will sell separate tickets, 
so that members who may be delayed to a later train 
can still hav the advantage of the reduced fare. 
Those who wish to get their tickets at this reduction 
should consult Mr. A. M. Freeman, 402 West Madi- 
son street, Chicago, Ill, by mail or in person. 

Our Portsmouth friends inform us that the Esst- 
ern, Central, and Southern railroad lines (the West- 
ern Passenger Association has declined to enter the 
pool) will grant us a reduction of two-thirds the 
regular fare on our homeward tickets, provided we 
comply with the following conditions : 


1. Each person desiring the reduction must pur- 
chase a first-class ticket to Portsmouth, O., for which 
he will pay the regular fare; and upon request, the 
ticket agent will, at the time he buys the ticket, giv 
him a printed certificate of purchase, properly filled 
out and signed by said ticket agent. 

2 If throngh tickets cannot be procured at the 
starting-point, the traveler must purchase to the 
most convenient point where through tickets can be 
obtained, and repurchase through to Portsmouth, 
requesting a certificate from the ticket agent at the 
point where repurchase is made. i 

3. Tickets for the return journey will be sold, by 
ihe ticket agent at Portsmouth, O., at one-third the 
highest limited fare, only to those holding certifieates 
(referred to above) signed by the ticket agent at the 
point where through ticket to Portsmouth was pur. 
chased, and countersigned by Ida O. Craddock, sec 
retary of the American Secular Union, certifying that 
the holder has been in regular attendance at the 
Portsmouth Congress. 

4. It is absolutely necessary that such a certificate 
be procured by cach traveler, as it proves that full 
fare has been paid for the journey to Portsmouth, 
and that the purchaser is tnerefore entitled to the 
excursion fare returning. It will also determin the 
route via which the ticket for the return journey 
should be issued. 

5. On some of the roads, tickets for return journey 
will be furnished only on certificates procured not 
more than three days before the meeting assembles, 
nor later than three days after the commencement of 
the meeting, and will be available for continuous 
passsge only; no stop-over privileges being allowed 
on tickets sold at less than full fares. Certificates 
will not be honored unless presented within three 
days after the date of the adjournment of tke Con- 
gress. 

6 Ticket agents will be instructed that the ex- 
cursion fares will not be available unless the holders 
of certificates are properly identified, as above de- 
scribed, by Ida C. Craddock, secretary of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, on the certificate. 

7. These certificates are not transferable. 


8. The reduction on return journey will apply only | 


to the point. at which a traveler’s through ticket was 
purchased to Portsmouth on his way to the 
Congress. 

9 (Very important) NO REFUND OF FARE 
WILL BE MADE ON ANY ACCOUNT WHAT- 
EVER BECAUSE OF FAILURE ON YOUR 
PART TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE. Should 
you neglect to obtain a certificate as the above con- 
ditions provide, you will be obliged to pay full fare 
both ways. ; 

10. Last, but not least, it is recommended that 
those who wish to obtain certificates shall arrange to 
be at the ticket office a half hour before trains start, 


in order to receive proper attention from the ticket 
agent. 


Several hotels in Portsmouth hav redveed their 


rates for those attending the American Secular Union 
Congress. The Briggs House wil charge $2 per 


day ; and several of the other hotels will charge only 
$1 per day. 

We hope that our friends everywhere will make a 
special effort to be present at the Portsmouth Oon- 
gress. This convention will bea turning-point iu 
our history; and it behooves all good Liberals to 
strengthen the hands of the American Secular Union 
Congress, either in person or by representation 
through delegates. With the more thorough and 
widespread organization which this Congress, it is 
hoped, will secure, Liberalism can accomplish won- 
ders this coming year; without better organization 
than we now hav, we may as well resign ourselves, 
with closed eyes and folded hands, to be pushed to 
the wall by the encroaching ecclesiastical party. — 

Which shall it be, dear friends? It all depends 
on yourselvs, whether the cause of intellectual and 
religious freedom shall be helped or hindered for the 
coming year. With your aid—finaucia), personal, or 
by special delegation—we can make this a red-letter 
Congress in the annals of the American Secular 
Union. Will you not one and all help ? 

.R. B. Wesersroox, 
Pres. American Secular Union. 
Attest: Ina C. Oravvoor, Cor. Sec. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Oot. 6, 1890. 
— ei 
The Rights of the State Over the Citizen, 
Parent, and Child, 


The rights of the state stand preéminent. The 
state possesses the right of eminent domain over the 
property of its citizens. The citizen in undisputed 
ownership of property holds absolute and unques- 
tionable title in fee simple only until the state sees 
fit to condemn it for public use, allowing a reasonable 
compensation. 

But this must be for the public good. Private 
property cannot be condemned for church purposes, 
for that would be taking it for private purposes, not 
the public good. The church in this nation stands 
upon the same footing as the theater, manufactory, 
or any other private enterprise. 

Though a sentiment prevails to some extent that 
the church should possess greater rights than other 
societies of entertainment for the people, the 
church is entitled only to the right, in common with 
other societies, to attend to its own affairs and let 
others alone. But it does not liv up to, its natural 
rights. It encroaches upon every hand. 

The public school occupies a plane immeasurably 
higher than the church. It is for the publie good, 
not private, as the church or theater, to all who do 
not pay the contribution or entrance fee. 

What right would the church or theater hav in 
demanding that portions of the Bible or Shakspere 
should be read as a prelude to instruction in arith- 
metic, grammar, geography, etc., or that a string of 
beads should be counted, crucifix kissed, an act cf 
“King Lear” presented, or section of “Humpty 
Dumpty ?” 

It would be much more reasonable for the political 
party in power in each congressional district to intro- 
duce in the public school room a treatis on high or 
low tariff, for the political parties are of the state; 
the church or theater is not. 

The faction of the Christian church that is Roman, 
in no sense American, has unconsciously done a good 
work in laboring to exclude the Bible from the 
American schools. This foreign ecclesiastical des- 
potism deserves our hearty thanks in this one par- 
ticular. The Bible is fast being relegated to its true 
field, the church, and such homes as desire it. 

The Romane’ illusiv hope that the “godless pub- 
lie school” would be superseded by the idolatrous 
papal, Methodist Bible-pounding, Baptist ducking, 
Episcopal nightshirt-gown, Presbyterian infanticide, 
Congregational what-is-it, or Mormon Jatest-inspira- 
tion denominational schools is a travesty on American 
nineteenth-century intelligence. 

The priest in the United States, though a despi 
cable creature, is an object of commiseration, for in 
his Jesuitical zeal he has advanced and elevated the 
condition of e^ming generations, that but for him 
would be compelled to listen to that exotic of the peo- 
ple’s school, the traditions of Moses, Goliath, Christ, 
Barnabas, crazy John, and contemporary sheeneys. 

A fundamental right and bounden duty of the 
state is to adopt such measures as will tend to per- 
petuate its own existence. |: 

In a republican form of government, intelligence 
and thorough education is the bed rock and the only 
foundation upon which it can rest. 

Compulsory attendance upon the atate public 
school, with all parochial schools abolished, would 
be of the highest advantage to this nation. The 
Sunday-achoo! is a proper snd legitimate institution, 
the parochial school ia not. 

Secular education belongs to the state. Religious 
instruction to the church. 

The state possesses rights over its inhabitants at 
allages. It is the child’s guardian as much as the 
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father. It is more vitally interested in the education 
of the child than the father can be. 

The state is even the guardian over the father. 

How can the father dispute with his guardian ? 

If he will not send his child to school, would not 
the guardian of supreme power be derelict in its 
duty, and criminally negligent to the interest of so- 
ciety, by not compelling the child to attend school ? 

The parent is the natural guardian of the child. 
No other human being can ocoupy that position 
without his consent. In a state of nature no power 
on earth could, to any extent, possess a right over 
the child. But civil governments were instituted, 
and man surrendered to sovereignty many of his nat- 
ural rights. 

The citizen has gained by this operation, not only 
protection afforded to himself, but to his child. 

The child’s relat'on to parent and state cannot be 
better illustrated than by our form of government, 
or dual sovereignty, each state of the Union a father, 
the general government the state. The father de 
crees nearly all the laws and regulations; the state 
but few, and they supreme when in conflict with the 
father's mandates. The father has encroached upor 
the rights of the state ever since the formation ol 
this government by withholding, to some extent, ed- 
ueation from his child. 

Is it not time that the state exerted its rights to 
the fulleat extent ? 

Is there a time more propitious than now? With al) 
superstition cast out of the then ungodless publie 
schools, the child would be endowed with all hos 
rights, and, on attaining his majority, would render 
unto his superior guardian through life a return 
commensurate with the benefits conferred upon him. 

Lyons, Ia., apt. 26, 1890. E. S. GIBBS. 

a rn ne 
The Preachers. 


Ignorant avd unconventional preachers sometimes 
display a candor anent “filthy lucre;" and, in my 
opinion, their sordid mendicancy is preferable to the 
hypocritical whining and masked beggary of cultured 
prebendaries and canons and bishops who accept 
“galls” from the Lord to less work and a richer 
living, and cantingly make light of the very object 
upon which their soul is set. 

“ Breddern,” said an old colored pastor, “ de ehu'ch 
am like a ship, an’ de pa'son, which am yo''umble 
Re'vani, am like de sails dat propels de ship, an’ de 
eongregashun am like de sailors on board da ship. 
Now, breddern, we'n yo’ hav de ship ready, an’ de 
sailors all in dere places, and de sails ali up, what 
does yo’ nesd fer to make de sails fill out an’ 
scoot de ship right along into de hebbanly ha’bor? 

. Huh?” s 

* Wind,” said old Deacon Topknot, in a low, sweet 
tone. 

* K'reob; jesso," shouted the pastor. “ Bradder 
Topkaoi will please circulate wid his high hat, an’ 
raise de wind.” 

Now, this address has, st least, the ring of 
honesty about it, which coverath {the multitude of 
its sins. 


A broken-down divinity student I knew, suffering 
from desperate impecuniosity, called upon a once 
well-known Glasgow minister, aud requested the gift 
or the loan of five shillings. The minister’s income 
from working in the Lord’s vineyard was a liberal 
one; but he replied, “ I cannot afford so much." 

The needy one abated the sum till it had come 
down to sixpence. “Bat,” said he firmly, “my self 
respect has not even yet como so low tbat I can take 
less than sixpence.” 

“I cannot afford so much,” q10ih the stingy man 
of God. 

“Then go to ———!” retorted tha starving student; 
and he wheeled round to depart. 

* Stay, my young friend,” expostulated the stings 
man of God; “silver and gold hav I none; but ] 
can giv you something of inestimable value—I shal 
giv vou my blessing.” 

“ Keep your blessing to yourself,” was the scornfa 
rejoinder. “I had no food yesterday, and it seem: 
I shall hav none to-day ; but I cannot take less tha 
sixpence, Your blessing must be worth less the: 
that amount, or you would giv me the sixpence in. 
atead of the blessing. Keep both.” 


By the by, did you ever notice from their tomb. 
stones that parsons sre saints toa man? Some of 
them are modest, and veil the record of their virtues 
from the multitude under an epitaphic veil of more 
or less Ciceronian Latin. But take the trouble to 
translate that Latin, and you at once become aware 
that you are standing over the moldering dust of a 
most extraordinary person, a nerfect prodigy of learn. 
ing, ability, and piety. You inwardly exclaim. 
“What a pity that no such person is alive now!” 
And then, bless my eyes, you discover that you 
knew the very man some ten years ago. Here he is 
Jacobus Muggenius ; but you knew him as “old 
Jamie Muggins," a snuffy drone, whose sermons were 
drier than sawdust, and whieh would hav sent the 


very Sathanus himself to sleep—a person whom, not 
unjustly, scandal associated too closely with Robin- 
gon's wife and one of Smith's servant-girle, and who, 
it was more than whispered, looked upon—aye, and 
did more than look upon—the wine that was red in 
the cup. . Aud here he lies with an inscription over 
him in lying Latin—an inscription which would hav 
been too good for even St. Francis Xavier or Bishop 
Pattison ! 


On a certain tombstone there is an epitaph, which, 
when translated from the Spanish, reads thua : 


Here lies Juan Cabeca, chorister to our lord the king. 
When he was received into the choir of angels in augmenta- 
tion of their happy company, his voice was so distinguish- 
able from the rest that even God himself listened with atten- 
tion, and at last said rather severely to the angels: ‘‘ Hold 
your tongues, ye calves! and let Juan Cabeca, chorister to 
the king of Spain, sing my praise.” 


Every parson is more or less of a Juan Cabeca. 
It is too bad that, not satisfied with having spent 
sheir lives in telling us lies from their pulpits, they 
seem determined to spend their deaths in telling us 
‘jes from their tombs.—Saladin in Agnostic 
Journal, 

2 +e — 


The Facts of Prohibition. 


To raz Epiror or Tar Teura Seuxzr, Sir: Will 
John W. Abbott, of New Oambria. Kan., inform a 
smiling world why he, a supposed Liberal, supports 
the People’s party in that state—a pariy whose plat- 
form contains a God-in-the-Constitution preamble 
(as he admits), and whose nominee for governor is 8 
rabid Prohibitionist, while the Democratic ticket is 
headed by that unflinching Freethinker and earnest 
anti-Prohibition conference worker, Charles Robin. 
son, the honored “ war-governor” of the state, who 
stands upon a platform containing an emphatic de- 
nunciation of ecclesiasticism in politics? 

Permit me to say to Mr. Guild that when he 
accepts the statements of politicians like the late 
John A. Martin and of the Republican press of Kan- 
sas regarding the effect of Prohibition in Kansas, he 
permits himself to become a blind foliower of trick- 
stere and demagogs. He does not seem to catch a 
glimpse of the truth that Prohibition in Kansas is a 
party ism, that there are tens of thousands of Repub 
lieans who are theoretically opposed to Prohibition, 
and tens of thousands of others who publicly support 
it, while violating the law continually. But they all 
vote for it because the party, asa party, favors it. 
Oace they revolted and elected Glick, and among the 
rebels waa this John A. Martin. They will revolt 
again some day. Had the people's party this year 
not been controled in the interest of the Republican 
party, it would hav nominated Robinson, the Damo. 
crats would hav indorsed him, and Republican Pro- 
hibition would hav been buried in Kansas. What I 
assert regarding alleged Prohibition in Kansas is not 
based upon hearsay, but is backed by the close ob- 
servation of years. Until a man has lived in a state 
where the face of Prohibition is on the boards, he 
cannot in the faintest degree realiza how party wor- 
skip, local pride, and other similar influences com- 
bine to cover up facts in regard to the cpen and 
covert sale of intoxicants. Asan instance of this 
“gonspiracy to deceive” I may mertion the indig- 
santly virtuous denial made in a Kansan Alliance 
paper, of the statement that at two or three places in a 
town in the state whisky and beer were more or less 
spenly sold. Oa the Fourth of last July the loca) 
aditor of the paper and myself counted up thirteen 
olaces in that came town where such liquors could 
be procured. This man is no worse than thousands 
af others who giv life service to Probibition, and yet 
finds it pleasant, even though a member and cfficer 
af the Good Templar’s lodge, to help quaff on 8 hot 
day a bottle of beer which he has “chipped in” to 
ourchase. He is the child of his environment, and 

10 other environment is so demoralizing as that of 
Prohibition. It is the hotbed of bvpocrisy. 
E. ©. Waker. 
———— 9 399— ————— 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 
Report or the Propaganda. Committee of the Brotherhood of Moral 
ists, at Hannibal, Mo., for September, 1899. 
BEORETARY'S REPORT. 


During the month twenty-three membership certificates 
were issued. The new members are from Missouri, Cali- 
fornia, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Texas. 

The total number enrolled is eleven hundred and eighty. 
They are scattered all over the civilized world, and good 
seed is being sown in every quarter of the globe. 

F. H. Rav, Secretary. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance from last repOrt.......ssssscscesseoccorsesscesecoones $111 95 
L. R. Titus, California......... esee eere 1 00 
Max Guhlow, South Dakota; A. L. Post, and Sam- 

uel Carter, of Kansas, each 50 cents.................. 1 40 


Small contributions.................. eene erunt seis 80 


'T'otal;.: 2. er soe reo cassconevetssntseccssesccsases $114 75 
Mailing constitutions. etc............... e. . $4 15 . 
Printing two thousand application blanks...... 8 00 7 15 

Balance , ... 4... eere eere enn PEER $107 60 


Hannibal, Mo. A. R. AvnzS, Treasurer. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets at Frater- 
nity Rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second street, Brook- 
lyn, E. D., every Sunday at 3 r.m. The lectures for the re- 
mainder of October are: Sunday, October 12th, Prof. A. L. 
Rawson, subject, "Symbolica] Language in Religion and 
Art;" Sunday, October 19th, Mr. Henry Rowley, subject, 
"Jesus, Mill, and Spencer;" Sunday, October 26th. Mr. 
Percival Chubbs, subject, '* John Henry Newman." These 
lectures are followed by discussion. 


Tax Manhattan Liberal Club has resumed its meetings at 
German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street (a little east of 
Third avenue), every Friday evening at 8 o'clock. - The 
lecture for Friday evening, October 10th, is by Voltairine de 
Cleyre on '* The Moral Obligations of Freethinkers.” Miss 
de Cleyre is a lively and very radical speaker, and we prog- 
nosticate fun at that time. October 17th, Mr. A. L. Raw- 
gon will discourse of *' Symbolical Language in Religion and 
Art,” in his usual learned manner. October 24'h, Dr. 
George C. Stiebeling will tell of **'The Struggle for Existence 
in the Animal and Vegetable Worlds." October 81st, Dr. R. 
A. Gunn, president of ‘‘ The Society for the Enforcement of 
Criminal Law? will inform us '* How They Do It, or Cor- 
ruption in Politics.”. If Dr. Gunn would change the latter 
part of his subject to “Corruption in Vice Societies,” and 
get bis secretary, Joe Britton, to add his information to that 
possessed by the lecturer, the discourse would be of unusual 


interest. 
eoo 


. Tus Christian Blatesman uses this as an argument against 
Sunday breaking: ‘‘The county fair of Atlantic county, 
New Jersey, week before last, was held on Saturday, Sab- 
bath [Sunday], and Monday. The attendance on the first 
and last days was small, but on the Sabbath so large as to 
make the total receipts larger than the management has had 
for years.” Ordinary common-sense people will, we think, 
look at the matter just the other way. 


We received last week from the postmaster at Brocton, 
Illinois, a notice to discontinue sending Tux TaurH 
SEEKER to a man there, for the reason that ‘He is con- 
verted.” We do not giv his name, as our books show that 
he owes us $4 75; and we call attention to the matter only 
to say that our subscriber need not hav sunk so low as to 
get converted in order to avoid payivg his dues. He could 
simply hav chested us out of it. As it is, we feel somewhat 
responsible for his fall, and if he will reform he can hav the 
$475. (Well never get it, anyway.) 


Ts God.in-the-Constitution organ again waxes hysterical 
over the proposed Sunday opening of the World’s Fair at Chi- 
cago. Itsays: ‘The struggle over the opening or closing of 
the World's Columbian Exposition on the Sabbath is likely to 
come sooner than was thought. In 1876 the policy of thosc 
who sought to open the Centennial exposition was one of de- 
lay. They strove to hush agitation. They refused to show 
their hand. They scught to allay apprehensions. They 
thought to avoid agitation until the exhibition was in prog- 
ress, and then decide in favor of the open gates when it 
should be too late to srouse the country agsinst their course. 
This line of action was plainly impossible in the present case. 
The Sabbath Reform work of recent years has b en too vigor- 
ous, and the public mind was too alert, to allow it to be 
thought of. We are to hav, therefore, it seems, an early 
consideration and decision of the question. And there are 
grave fears of a wrong decision. One leading member of the 
commission, 8 man of immense wealth, has publicly com- 
mitted himself to the Sabbath-breaking proposal, and has 
eaid he will spend thousands of dollars rather than sce the 
effort fail. The Iccal influence in Chicago will be over- 
whelmingly on the same side. AH the forces of Secularism 
will array themeelvs on the same side. A tremendous press- 
ure will be exerted by those who will sec immense chances 
for gain in the gathering of the multitudes on the Sabbath. 
The railroads will exert their powerful influence to this end. 
Let no one imagin that the interests at stake can be defended 
without a grave and costly struggle.” 

——9949—99——————————— 


Obituary Notice. 


Dr. James A. Bliss, the well-known editor and publisher 
of the Sower. passed on to the higher life Saturday evening, 
September 27;h, at 9 o’clock. His death was peaceful and 
quiet, although he had suffered many weeks with general 
dropsy. A large number of relative and friends gathered at, 
his residence, 2324 Fifth street, Detroit, Monday, at 2 
o'clock, to witness the last sad rites. Hon. L. V. Moulton, 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., gave a very fitting eulogy and 
timely address. The writer offered such words of consola- 
tion as the inspirers dictated, and though many denomina- 
dons were represented, sl] were unanimous in their opinion 
that our philosophy was not only a good thing to liv by, but 
tò die.by: Though foremost in the battle, 

Avd thickest in the fight, 

He will not be forgotten, | 

Now he bas said good-night. 

FRED A. HEATH. 
——— 4-9 9———————— 


The Priests? Sisters. 


[Ur was iN THE GERMAN BARBER SHOP IN CLINTON PrAoR 
AND A HOTEL WAITER WAS IN THE OHAIR. THE SUBJEOT WAS, 
Prizsts | 

The Waiter : ‘There was & priest in our place yesterday 
with a Sixth avent e disreputable woman, and I heard him 
introduce her to a friend who came in as his sister.” 

The Barber: ‘ Yah, I myselluf saw one of dose fellows 
one day on a truck standing, wa'ching the psrade. His arm 
he haf round a vooman, and his head on her should: r was. 
Iask bim was dot & vay for priests to do? He said, Yah, 


dot was his sister." 1 
Chorus of Customers: ‘‘ You bet, they all hav sisters.” 
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Communications. 


Individualism vs, Monkeyism. 


Anyone who has at all observed the habits of 
morkeys, whether in confinement or their nativ 
haunts, cannot hav failed to notice how closely each 
ons apes (no pun intended) the actions of the other. 
Let one run up & pole and soon one after another 
follows suit. 

There are leaders among them as in the human 
race, and whatever these leaders do determins the 
actions of the others. 

In this habit of imitation they in no wise differ 
from their exalted relations in human form, and to 
the thoughtful observer this monkeyism among hu- 
man beings is a strong proof of the theory of man’s 
ultimate descent (ascent) from some ape-like ances- 
tor. Let the princess of Wales, the leader of fash- 
ions and follies in the British dominions, put her 
bonnet on back to front, or her jacket inside out, and 
all the society monkey ladies immediately follow suit. 
When the princess of Wales limped, owing to an 
accident while skating, young ladies, and even those 
who were no longer young, varied their usual mode 
of locomotion with a very decided jerk on one foot, 
known in fashionable parlance as the “ Alexandria 
limp.” The Mesdames Astor and Vanderbilt, the 
leaders of New York society, could makeit the fashion 
here to wear tiger-skin clothing and a ring through 
the nose if they chose to set the example. 

The masses of men are equally ruled by this mon- 
keyism in human nature. 

An excellent illustration of this tendency, though 
of course not true, sppeared in a short skit in some 
of the leading papers. A dude had been having his 
hair cut at a fashionable barber's. As his dudeship 
was going out, the barber produced a bottle filled 
with some solution, which hs commenced to wrap up 
for his customer, ssying, “ You had better take this 
with you, gir." 

* What is that?” inquired the dude. 

“A capillary eradicaior,” said the knight of the 
sheers and razor, “ warranted not to leave a hair upon 
your head.” 

* Good gracious, I don’t want that!” exclaimed the 
dude. 

* The prince of Wales is getting very bald, sir.” 

* Ob-h-b, in that case you had better giv me two, 
lest one should not hav the desired. effect ;" and the 
dude walked out with the bottles in his pocket, and 
an anxious look on his inane countenance. 

In savage life we see this imitativness in far 
greater force than in the civilized races. 

If a Feejian chief in his excursions stumbles or 
falls at any particular place, his followers, though 
they may number thousands, when they come to that 
place stumble or fall in like manner. Were one of 
them to omit doing so, he would immediately be 
killed for attempting such & daring innovation of the 
established custom of “imitation of his chief.” So 
that in the inferior races individualism is sacrificed 
to monkeyism. . 

As we descend in the scale of existence, we find 
individuality becoming less and less. Animals pos- 
sess more individuality than birds, for among birds 
one or two leaders control the whole flock. But at 
the very base of animal existence, such as the coral 
polyps, individuality has no existence. Millions are 
united in one community, and the individual is 
simply one of a group all werking exactly as their 
ancestors hay worked from time immemorial, form- 
ing their stony structures at the bottom of the sea. 
So that the higher we ascend in the scale of exist- 
ence the more individuality we find, until in the 
highly cultured individual, the man of science, we see 
the highest exemplification of selfhood. With him 
reason sits upon the throne of self and the monkey- 
isms incidental to human nature are subject to her 
BWAY. 

A few centuries ago that decrepit old hag, the 
past, had raised a wall of superstition around the 
then known world, and inscribed upon it, “ The end 
of the earth.” But Columbus turned a deaf ear to 
her anathemas, and after years of perseverance and 
weary, patient waiting, launched his ships upon un- 
known seas, and for many anxious days and nights 
sailed steadily on. In spite of the lowering skies 
above and the tempestuous ocean around, in spite of 
the cowardly entresties and even open mutiny of 
the craven crew who accompanied him, he accom- 
plished his purpose and performed the most wonder- 
ful feat recorded in history by giving a new world to 
the human race. The Americans are here to-day be- 
cause Columbus, defying the interdict of the Roman 
church, dared to assert his individuality. 

To-day Spencer, Tyndall, Huxley, and a galaxy of 
talent are through their individuality delivering the 
world from ignorance and the bonds of social and 
religious bigotry, enlarging the domain of human 
thought, and scattering scientific truths broadcast 
upon the world. The world’s heroes are men who 
diverge from the common types of humanity, and by 
their commanding and splendid individuality leave 
the impress of their minds upon the human race. 


An eminent German writer of the present day says 
that women are stumbling-blocks in the path of 
progress, barriers to the advancement of the human 
race, Why is it that so many scientific men and 
eminent thinkers hold the feminin half of humanity 
in such low estimation? Because of the conserva- 
tism and want of individuality in women. The train- 
ing which they hav hitherto received has been such 
as to turn them out like rows of pins in paper; no 
very great difference except that some were long or 
short, stout or thin, dark or fair. In colleges even 
at the present day, young girls are ground down to 
a tiresome sameness of sample, as if they were all 
turned out of the same mold. 

In less civilized nations, where little or no individ- 
uality exists in women, men arguing from their 
meníal inferiority deny that women hav souls. And 
when we contemplate the society girl of cur civiliza- 
tion, who livs but to dress, posture, ogle, and giggle, 
we begin to think there may be some truth in the 
denial and wonder that any man, unless of similar 
mental caliber, would hamper his life with so much 
full-grown imbecility. 

But these girls are not so much to be blamed as 
the artificial development which has made them what 
they are, creatures with the bodies of women and the 
minds of children. And men sneeringly point to 
their undeveloped mental powers as evidence of the 
capabilities or rather incapability of women. Woman 
has been too heavily handicapped in the race of life 
to be able to show for generations to come what her 
capabilities really are. Physical force has ruled the 
world in all ages, and woman being weaker than man 
haa not been able to take her own part in the conflict 
for existence. The American boasts of equality, but 
he still denies woman a good many of her rights. 
Crowds cf women hinder their physical development 
by fashionable attire, and dwarf their individuality 
into a contemptible sameness, and craw! in the dust 
at men’s feet, in the hope of getting the shelter of a 
home, and being promoted to the social dignity sup- 
posed to be embodied in the prefix “ Mrs.” 

A few years ago if a young woman ventured at all 
out of the beaten path of feminin monkeyism, she 
was immediately pointed at by both men and women, 
and warned if she valued her matrimonial chances to 
keep off the grass of individuality. Nowadays a 
good many of them hav dared to cultivate some 
originality and a good deal of self-reliance, and hav 
become daring innovators in all the walks of life 
hitherto held sacred to the lords of creation, and 
some of these women hav married and made good 
wives and excellent mothers. And those who hav 
not considered the security of single blessedness 
fully worth the chances of double wretchedness— 
these women hav been called “ eccentric” and “ pecu- 
liar,” if they turn with weariness and irritation from 
the commonplace platitudes and silly twaddle which 
constitute the current conversation of society. “ Ec- 
centric,” “peculiar,” these are verbal missils by 
which monkeyism tries to stone out individuality in 
woman’s nature ; they are the charges which medioc- 
rity is always ready to bring against talent, and 
which puppets of fashion bring against those who hav 
the hardihood to dress according to convenience and 
personal taste. When woman learns to cultivate her 
selfhood, to worship men less and respect her own 
self more, then she will be able to educate herself so 
as to attain that high destiny for which nature in- 
tended her, her true position as the intellectual com- 
panion and helpmate of man, the educator of her 
children, and holding every right that man is justi- 
fied in holding. Then eminent men like Prof. Grant 
Allen will not write long dissertations to show that 
woman’s place in nature is merely that of a repro- 
ductiv animal, and her mentality will no longer be 
considered by the sterner sex as a connecting link 
between the brain power of man and that of a child, 
and more analogous to that of the child than the 
man. But woman will never attain to this position 
until she becomes less conservativ in mind and 
action and cultivates individuality in herself, and 
then she will be able to realize there is no complete 
manhood or womanhood without. 

If there is one phase of mental development more 
than another in which individuality should be culti- 
vated, it is in matters of belief. For ages the world 
has been cursed and demoralized by the frantic 
efforts of different sects to shape its religious thought, 
each after its own particular model. And in defer- 
ence to religious authority men and women hav tried 
to suppress their thoughts; strangling their individ- 
uality they eagerly drank of the turbid streams of 
religious superstition, thinking they were the waters 
of eternal life. Their minds fed greedily upon the 
theological husks which religious writers gave to 
them as nutriment for their starved souls. Each one 
had to suppress his individuality, for doubt was con- 
sidered a greater crime than the most flagrant of 
moral atrocities, and accept with unquestioning cre- 
dulity the teachings of priests. The religious world 
would never face opposition. It always preferred 
the physicel force arguwent. It antagonized and 
tried to strangle all selfhood in matters of belief, 
until a ghastly terrorism dominated the whole world. 


Anyone who dared to utter a free thought suffered ' 


for it. Individualism was crushed in human nature 
by the cruel bonds which ignorant theologians bound 
around the minds of men. But there were always 
those whose individuality was greater than their fear 
of punishment in this world, and eternal torture in 
the next. The path of intellectual individualism is 
strewn with the wrecks of defeated dogmas and the 
remains of despised threats. What has been the 
history of the struggle between individualism and 
religious authority but the record of a long and aw- 
ful tragedy, of terrible crimes committed against the 
noblest portion of humanity—s history of woe, of 
blood, and tears? But the selfhood innate in the 
noble army of martyrs who toiled, suffered, and died 
for the truths of science—that spirit of individual- 
ism which though crushed to earth maimed and 
bleeding rose ever again and again to confront with 
unflinching, menacing mien the soul-destroying dog- 
mas of religious authority—when men and women 
cultivate individuality upon all matters, whether 
social, political, or religious, then they will possess 
that freedom of thought, that fearlessness of mind, 


without which no search for truth can ever be suc- ' 


cessful. Apa OAMPBELL. 
New York, Sept. 25, 1890. 


— eo 
Campaigning in Washington. 


The consequence of persistent, earnest endeavor is 
manifest at Lynden, Whatcom county. A great 
change has been wrought in the sentiment of the 
community. At my first lecture, last winter, it was 
impossible to induce the ladies to put in an appear- 
ance st the Opera House. The prejudice against the 
Infidels was strong and bitter. Now our aims and 
objects sre better understood. The organization of 
the Lynden Secular Union led to inquiry, and recog- 
nition of the fact that its members comprised many 
of the most respected citizens of the county. The 
action of the Washington Secular Union—to which 
the Lynden Union is auxiliary—in insisting on the 
school board obeying the law and putting a stop to 
religious exercises in the public school, impressed 
all with the fact that Liberalism was not confined to 
an isolated few, but was a powerful organization ex- 
tending over the entire state, and press and public 
now recognize the fact. 

The Rev. Mr. Hilton, a Baptist minister, arranged 


-to hold discussion with me on Sunday afternoon, 


August 31st, at the Opera House. The question 
was of his own framing, * The Life and Teaching of 
Jesus Christ, the Truth of God.” The reverend 
gentleman claimed great erudition, and experience as 
a debater, and had gained some seeming advantage 
over some of the Liberals by his avowed thorough 
knowledge of Greek sand Hebrew, always declaring 
when cornered by positiv texts of scripture, “Ob, 
that is an error of the translators; I find it does 
not read so in the original" I anticipated meeting 
an able and scholarly defender of his faith, but, alas! 
was doomed to disappointment. The reverend 
simply indulged ina Free Methodist camp.meeting 
harang. He offered no proof, made no argument; 
the nearest approach to it was his bald assertion that 
when in scripture we read “ all" it does not mean all, 
but only “a fow.” Iasked in vain for some evidence, 
or his authority for such a statement. I called his 
attention to the fact that it could hardly be the truth 
of God thet Christ was born in a manger, as declared 
by Luke, if really born in a house, a8 declared by 
Matthew; that if immediately after the visit of the 
wise men, in obedience to the angel, Joseph took 
Mary and the child down into Egypt, and remained 
there with them till after the death of Herod, and it 
was absolutely necessary to flee into Egypt because 
Herod sought the child’s life and went so far as to 
order the murder of all the infants in Bethlehem 
under two years old, in his intense desire to insure 
the destruction of Jesus, then the declaration of Luke 
that eight days after the visit of the wise men Joseph 
and Mary took the child to the temple at Jerusalem, 
and the high priest and prophets made great ado 
over the child, so that genera) attention was called 
to it, could not be “the truth of God.” (Why 
did not Herod then cause the death of the child, 
Since there could hav been no difficulty in find- 
ing him?) That Jesus could from the top of an ex- 
ceeding high mountain, without even a field-glass or 
telescope, see all the kingdoms of the earth, on a 
round globe, could hardly be “the truth of God.” 
That Jesus could hav come to the earth to be the 
savior of the world and yet emphatically declare, “ I 
am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Matt. xv), cannot be “the truth of God.” 
That the savior of the world should declare he took 
psins to speak in parables to the gentiles so that 
although they might hear, they could not possibly 
understand—that he thus studiously concealed from 
all but Jews the plan of salvation “lest they should 
be converted and their sins be forgiven them " (Mark 
iv, 12)—does not sound like “the truth of God.” 
That Jesus should command us to “search the 
scriptures, for they are they which testify of me" 
(John v, 39), that he should especially indorse Isaiah 
as seripture (Luke iv, 17, 21), and yet in that same 
Isaiah God the father over and over again utterly 
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and most positivly repudiate the son, declare there 


never had been or should be any savior besides him- 
self (Isa. xliii, 3, 4; xlv, 5, 6), is, to say the least, 
very strange, and it must be admitted these extra- 
ordinary contradictions can scarcely be accepted as 
“the truth of God.” That Christ, having come on 
earth especially to die and thus pay the penalty of 
man’s transgressions, should in the garden of 
Gethsemane, three times over, so piteously pray 
to his father that the cup might pars from him— 
that is, that he might not become unconscious for 
less than three days, although then he should be 
restored to life and be hailed as the redeemer of 
mankind—that he should prefer the eternal damna- 
tion of every human creature who ever had lived or 
ever would liv, rather than, with the promis of the 
father to resurrect him, he should risk dying, is, to 
say the least, a queer specimen of the “truth of 
God.” That, instead of dying in all the triumphs of 
living faith, sustained by trust in God, Christ should 
BO piteously, in abject, hopeless despair, avow his 
. Toss of all faith in God or his promises, crying aloud, 

* My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me ?" 
does not seem to be “the truth of God.” If the 
most porfect Christian conceivable—if this son of 
God, himself. God—thus died in abject fear and hope- 
less despair, all hope or confidence in the promises 
of God abandoned, that we should take such a one 
as our example does not seem to bə “the truth of 
God." That 


There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains; 


That we are, or can be, saved only through the 
precious blood of Jesus poured out on Oalvary's 
cross, When we yet read the declaration of the be- 
loved disciple John that Christ never poured out any 
blood: till after he was dead (John xix, 33), does not 
appear like “the truth of God.” That the blood of 
a dead man, or a dead God, not shed till he “was 
dead already," could atone for man’s sins, will hardly 
pass among thinking, intelligent people as “the 
truth of God.” 

The reverend’s attempt at reply was sadly rambling. 
He was badly disooncerted; said he could reply, 
could prove all he had said, but had not time; com- 
plained I had not replied as he expected I would 
hav done, and then drizzled into a Salvation Army 
exhortation to sinners to come to Jesus. He utterly 
failed to even attempt any refutation or explanation 
of the facts to which I called his attention. 

Sunday evening, my wife, Mrs. F. O. Reynolds, 
delivered a lecture on “ Woman, Past, Present, and 
Future," to a large and very attentiv audience com- 
posed of fully one-half ladies. On Monday evening 
her subject was “The Gospel of Humanity,” de- 
livered to a still larger attendance. 

On Tuesday I delivered a short lecture on`“ The 
Origin of Life," after which we had a grand ball and 
supper, which was greatly enjoyed. The festivi- 
ties were kept up with unabated fervor till the wee 
small hours. Sociability was promoted, and thus all 
became more interested in one anothers welfare. 
One of the worst mistakes of the past was the neg- 
leot of Liberals to cultivate and provide for socia- 
bility. 

While at Lynden we visited the ranch of that 
kindly, genial Liberal, “ Father Lauckhart.” He has 
a regular little paradise of a home. His good wife 
has a garden of superb flowers. The orchard is just 
beginning to bear, giving them luscious fruit in 
abundance. Red and white currants grow in im- 
mense masses on bushes trained against the corner 
of the house, from which removing two bushels of 
fruit made no perceptible diminution. Peaches, 
plums, pears, prunes, and apples are so abundant 
that the branches had to be propped to keep them 
from breaking off with the weight of the fruit. One 
apple-tree had been grafted by the oldest son as an 
experiment, and was bearing seven different kinds of 
apples. 

Under the care and guidance of handsome I. A. 
Delander, whom even the dreary loneliness of old 
bachelorhood could not prevent from enlargement 
of heart and development of benevolence, we 
had delightful rides over the country. His kind cara 
and provision for our every comfort rendered our 
work a mere light labor of love. On Wednesday 
morning he took us over to Roeder, Whatcom county, 
where we stayed September 3d, 4th, and 5th. Here, 
thanks to the self-sacrificing, indefatigable efforts of 
that whole-souled prince of Liberals, D. E. Rice, 
and hia estimable wife and family, the flag of Infi- 
delity is kept ever waving high above the cross. 
The Roeder Secular Union hav purchased an organ 
so as to cultivate musical ability and practice the 
songs of the “ Cosmian Hymn Book,” thus enliven- 
ing their weekly gatherings and adding greatly to 
ihe interest of future lectures. Mra. F. C. Reynolds 
delivered three lectures. The following extract from 
the Pioneer Press tells the story: 

The course of lectures given at Roeder by Mrs. F. C. 
Reynolds were weli received. The ladylike deportment and 


pleasant manners of the speaker, joined to her clear logic 
and unanswerable reasoning, commanded the fixed attention 


of the audience and elicited frequent applause. Her lecture 
on Thomas Paine was intensely interesting, showing that, 
aside from his religious views, his services to the American 
people deserved respect and gratitude, instead of scorn and 
calumny. A dance and supper followed the lecture on Fri- 
day night, which both socially and financially was a grand 
success. We hope in the near future to be favored with an- 
other visit from Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds. 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
e MÀ ae on € 
Franklin Augustus Day Dead. 


At his home in Oastana, Ia., September 18th, died 
F. A. Day. He was buried on the afternoon of the 
20th ult. 

The funeral service was opened by the hymn 
“Then Do Right,” sung by the choir. His son, 


Preston Day, paid the first tribute to his father’s 
memory, saying : 


Friends and Neighbors: Quite unexpectedly it devolves 


upou me to take a part in the services of this sad occasion. 
Perhaps it is needless to say that I am in no mood to speak 
much of that which is personal of my father. 
lot to be with him during the last trying hours of his life 
and to close his eyes in death. I can only say now that my 
father died as he lived—fearless and free. He was conscious 
almost to the last moment. 
fear, unclouded by despair; there was no confusion, no un- 
certainty. 
departed with the same manly courage which had charac- 


It fell to my 


His mind was undisturbed by 
He endured his protracted suffering bravely, and 


terized him during his long life. His last days reminded me 


of ** Thanatopsis,” the famous poem of Wm. Cullen Bryant, 


and I hav deemed it appropriate to be read at this time. 


At the close of the reading of '" Thanatopsia," 
Miss Rogers sang “ Little Deeds of Kindness.” Dr. 
J. R. Talboy, attending physician, then told of his 
acquaintance with the deceased, and the choir sang 
the hymn “Conscience.” The benediction at the 
grave was pronounced by Dr. Talbot—a quotation 
from Colonel Ingersoll—and thus closed the career 
of one of the stanchest Freethinkers and most gen- 
erous of men within Iowa’s borders. Tur TRUTH 
Srexer has good reason to remember him, and our 
expression of sympathy with his family is sincere. 

From the “History of Monroe County" we take 
the following biography of Mr. Day: Franklin 
Augustus Day, now a resident of the village of Cas- 
tana, and one of the pioneers of this county, is a 
descendant of the English Puritans. His genealog- 
ical table commences with Robert Day, who was 
born in England in 1605, and came to America in the 
Hopewell, Oaptain Burdock, from London in 1624 
Robert Day died in Ipswich, Mass., leaving a large. 
family. John Day, of the fourth generation from 
Robert, married his cousin, Miss Sarah Day, and re- 
moved from Ipswich to Winthrop, Me.. in 1795, with 
a family of five sons and three daughters. Francis, 
the second son of John Day, married Miss E"zabeth 
Hewins ; they had two children, Francis Jerome and 
Franklin Augustus. 

Franklin A Day was born July 9, 1809, in Kenne- 
bec county, Me. At the district school, the acade- 
mies of Monmouth and Hallowell, and the Wesleyan 
Seminary of Readfield, he gained an excellent prac- 
tical education. He started out in life for himself st 
the age of eighteen by working on his uncle’s farm 
for $8 per month and board. Investing his wages 
in a watch and clothing, he taught a district school 
the following winter. He continued to teach for 
three winters and one summer, a part of the time at 
the large town school. In 1831 Mr. Day went into 
a general store in company with Laban Lincoln, at 
Hallowell, remaining about five years. During the 
next two years he was a member of the firm of Day 
& Jackson. The following year was spent in North 
Carolina, where he learned to detest that “peculiar 
institution” which John Wesley pronounced “the 
gum of all villanies." Returning to Hallowell he 
went into mercantil business again. Two years 
later his brother, Francis J., became a member of the 
firm, assisting to carry on the business about eight 
years. During all these ten years F. A. Day served 
as collector and treasurer of the old town of Hallo- 
well, having been elected to that office in 1845. 
After living one year at Middlefield, Conn., and one 
year at Perth Amboy, N. J., he moved with all his 
family to Morona county in 1855. 

F. A. Day married Miss Harriet Proctor Squire, 
who was the mother of four children, all of whom 
became school-teachers ; all are married, all are now 
living in Monona county, and there are twelve grand- 
children and five great-grandchildren. 

Shortly after coming to this county our subject 
lost the greater part of his property by going surety 
for a friend. He fitted out at St. Charles, Ill., and 
eame through with six oxen and a span of horses, 
camping on the Little Sioux river in December of 
the coldest winter ever known in Iowa. He bravely 
and energetically bore the hardships and privations 
of pioneer life. He was elected a member of the 
county board of supervisors for a number of years, 
and by his honest labors earned the gratitude of the 
people; he also served as postmaster at Arcola, and 
also at his store in old Castana. His occupations 
were various until 1878, when he became a member 
of the widely known firm of F. A. Day & Oo. Five 
years ‘ater he sold out to Wm. T. Day & Co.; since 
then he has been leading a retired life, aiming only 
to settle up his past business affairs, 


Although our subject is the son of a Baptist 
deacon he has never been a member of any church, 
or indeed of any society, secret or otherwise. Re- 
ligiously he is, and has been, a persistent Free- 
thinker. While of a domestic nature and habit, 
fond of games and amusements, he has opposed the 
use of intoxicating liquors and tobacco, and. has 
never failed to bear testimony against saloons and all 
betting and gambling. 

Mr. Day was a member of the old Whig party. 
His last vote as such was cast for W. H. Harrison in 
1840. From that time until 1856 he was a Garri- 
sonian Abolitionist and did no voting. There were 
twelve votes thrown in Kenebec township on that 
year by himself and others, all for John C. Fremont. 
Since that eventful date he has been a warm and 
devoted Republican, taking a deep interest in the 
public affairs of nation, state, and county. 

F. A. Day has traveled the rough and thorny road 
of a wide experience, especially since coming to 
Monona county ; his present position and success in 
life hav been achieved by persistent hard knocks. 
Despite the fact that he has been a vehement advo- 
cate, a rough and ready controversialist, his oppo- 
nents hav not failed to giv him credit for honesty, 
ability, and sincerity. Kenebec township, or in fact, 
Monona county, contains but few citizens who are 
more widely known or more respected and esteemed 
than the gentleman of whom this annal is written. 


ee en) 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


Viktor E. Lennstrand has started his semi-weekly 
lectures on “ Bible criticism,” in which he explains in 
a scientific and common-sense way the “fearfully and 
wonderfully" made contradictions and absurdities 
of the Bible. 


There seems to be a change of public sentiment in 
Sweden. Several daily papers, Fäderneslandet, 
Nerike Allehaande, and others, giv considerable 
space in their columns to favorable mention of the 
Swedish Freethought movement. 


Dr. Voelke), Magdeburg, has been indicted for 
blasphemy by ihe first city court of Berlin. It 
makes the eighth indictment against the plucky ed- 
itor and lecturer. Still we hope our friend will get 
off as easily as usual.— Z"reireligióses-Sonntags-.Dlatt. 


At the coming national congress of French Free- 
thinkers at Paris, October 19th, a new departure in 
French Freethought agitation will be discussed and 
inaugurated. It is proposed to drop, for a while at 
least, the social and political questions and combine 
all efforts to bring about a complete separation of 
cturch and state.— Bulletin-Mensuelle. 


According to the statistics produced by Dr. Gabaro, 
of Barcelona, the maintenance of the Roman Oatho- 
lic religion costs the Spanish people each year 
$69,500,000, while in Belgium the drain made by the 
drones upon the produce of labor is, according to Mr. 
J. Dons, $1,500 000 each year.— Report of the Com- 
mittee on Statistics at the Universal Congress of 
Freethinkers, 1889. 


The Catholics in Bohemia, seconded by their 
brethren in Austria-Hungaria proper, are agitating 
the school question. They want the public schools 
to impart Catholic Ohristianity to all pupila.—Der 
Lichtfreund. By and by we will hear the same de- 
mand formulated here in the United States. We 
hay given the devil the little finger, he will soon take 
the whole hand. Let us organize. 


According to the Danish religious paper Alminde- 
lig Kirketidende, a prominent Brahman proposed at 
a late congress of Brahman priests that the Bible 
should be added to the Hindoo collection of sacred 
books, and that Cbrist Jesus should be recognized as 
the last incarnation of Brahms. Good, let Ohristian- 
ity return to India, whence its greater part came. 
But what are the missionaries in India going to do? 


Joseph Hunchka was on March 12th sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment for blasphemy by the city 
court of Vienna. The sentence was appealed, but 
with no avail. According to the last information re- 
ceived by us, the imperial high court has confirmed 
the judgment of the lower court. The particulars 
attending this example of Ohristian forgivness are 
as follow. Joseph Winter, a Freethinker, died in & 
hospital in Vienna,and he having no relativs, the au- 
thorities made preparation to add another dead Free- 
thinker to the Ohristian host. Mr. Hunchka remon- 
strated, and said, among other things, “God, what is 
he? God is nothing but nature. Christ is a promi- 
nent revolutionist, who has overthrown the ancient 
laws." — Private letter to writer. Gustave NELSON. 

————— OO 

As long as abnormal and capricious phenomena 
are deemed the direct acts of the deity, all attempts 
to explain them by science will be discouraged ; for 
such attempts must appear irreverent prying into 
the divine acts.—Lecky. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 


From the Denison, Texas, Gazetteer. 
The Gazetteer haa received from the Truth Seeker Com- 
. pany, New York, a copy of a large bound volume with the 
above title. It isa work of four hundred pages, with about 
two hundred full-page illustrations, and as many of letter- 
press. The illustrations, as a friend at our elbow suggests, 
truthfully represent church absurdities, priestly hypocrisy, 
and religious tyranny, and the degrading effects of practic- 
ing many of the so-called revealed commands. The book is 
really an unanswerable argument of symbols; it is folly 
sketched by reason. Watson Heston, of Missouri, is the 
chief artist, a name familiar to the readers of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. The expression of his characters is so lifelike, and 
the true inwardness of the subjects selected so well shown, 
that the book is enough to make even 4 preacher laugh. 
The texts accompanying the illustrations are derived from 
reliable sources, often from scripture. The book is more 
than a collection of mere caricatures, it is a faithful illustra- 
tion of falsehood and truths most ingeniously wrought out, 
every picture presenting an argument as convincing as it is 
entertaining. The price of the book is $2, postpaid, and a 
copy may be seen at this office. 


From the Banner of Light. 
The pictures in this volume, nearly two hundred in num- 
ber, are remarkably expressiv in their forcible presentation 
of the radical truths it is their purpose to impart. — 


e 
Old Testament Prophecies. 

A. friend from Utah writes : 

** Some time ago a Jew and I were having a dispute about 
prophecies, and I called his attention to the many predictions 
of the Old Testament prophets which were unfulfilled. He 
devied that any prophecy made by them remained un- 
fulfilled." 

If our friend's Hebrew friend will turn to Isaiah, 
ehap. vii, he will find, in the days of Ahaz, that the 
kings of Syria and Israel went up toward Jerusalem 
to war against it. The Lord sent Isaiah to comfort 
Ahsz and Isaiah made a prediction that a virgin 
should conceive gnd that, 

** Before the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the lavd that thou abhorrest [Syria and Israel] 
shall be forsaken of both her kings " (Isa. vii, 10). 

Then let him turn to 2 Obhronicles, and he 
will find that Ahaz's God 

“ Delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria [and 
also] into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with 
great slaughter? (2 Chron. xxviii, 5). 

Ahaz was defeated, one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand of his people killed, Jerusalem plundered, and 
* of their brethren, two hundred thousand women, 
sons, and daughters,” carried away captiv. Paine 
rather severely comments upon this savage work: 
“Thus much for this lying prophet and impostor, 
Issiah.” 


In Jeremiah is found this prophecy : 


** Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah king of Judah: They shall not lament for 
him, saying, Ah, my brother! or, Ah, sister! they shall not 
Jament for him, saying, Ah, Lord! or, Ah, his glory! He 
shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth 
beyond the gates of Jeruealem. . . - He shall hav none 
to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body will be 
cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost” 
Jer. xxii, 18, 19; xxxvi, 30). 


That this prophecy regarding J: ehoiakim was not 
literally fulfilled is evident from 2 Kings xxiv, 6: 


t So Jeboakim slept with his fathers [that is, in the royal 
sepulchers] and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his'stead." 


In Ezekiel xxvi the Lord said, 

“ Behold I will bring upon Tyrus, Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, a king of kings from the north, with horses and 
with chariots and with horsemen and companies and much 
people” (v. 7). 

* With the hoofs of his horses shall be tread down all thy 
streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong 
garrisons shall go down to the ground” (v. 11). 

** And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt 
be a place to spread nets upon, thou shalt be built no more: 
for I the Lord hath spoken it, saith the Lord” (v. 14). 

“I will make thee a terror and thou shalt be no more; 
though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found 
again, saith the Lord " (v. 21). 

This was another prophetical mistake. The pre- 
diction was that the city was to be taken and wiped 
out of existence. But religious and profane history 
both contradict it. Ezek. xxix, 18, says: 

“ Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused 
his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: every head 
was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled; yet had he 
no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he 
had served against it.” 

This is a plain confession that the attack failed 
for had it succeeded the army would not hav been in 
that plight. They could hav been paid from the 
spoil. Their failure is further evidenced by the 
statement in the next verse, 

** Therefore [because of the failure to take Tyre] thus saith 
the Lord God; Behold I will giv the land of Egypt unto 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and he shall take her 
multitud-, and take ber spoil, and take her prey; «nd i 
shall be the wages for his army.” 

So much for “sacred” history. Profane history 
also evidences the failure of Ezekiel’s prophecy. 
Greg, in his ** Creed of Christendom,” cites Hoeren’: 
* Researches,” vol. ii, p. 11, and Grote, vol. iii, p. 439, 
as the “highest authorities” to show the non 
fulfillment of the prophecy. Another careful writer 
(‘‘ Ezekiel’s Prophecy Concerning Tyre,” in Tas 
TaurH Szxkra) cites these facts: “Josephus, who 
bad acosss to histories not now extant, never inti 
mates that such an event took place. Nota Greek 
or Roman author whose works hav descended to us. 
makes any allusion to it. Writers in the latter pari 
ef the fourth century a.o. stated distinctly that there 
was no reference to the capture of Tyre by the 
Cheldeans in the historical writings then in existence 
of the Greeks and Pheniceans; and Jerome, the 
Christian father, while noticing this fact, wan unable 
to adduce any authority to disprove it. It is now 
generally conceded by historians and biblical schol. 
ars that there is no proof that the Chaldean monarch 
was successful in his siege of Tyre, but that there 
are very strong reasons for the conclusion that the 
city was not captured by him. Tyre continued to 
be a Jarge and important city for centuries from the 
time of Nebuchadnezzar. In the year 332 sc,it 
was besieged for seven months, and finally taken by 
Alexander the Great. It was then populous, wealthy 
and strongly fortified. Thirty thousand of its inhal 
itants, we are told, were sold as slaves. It was sub 
ject to the Macedonian kings of Syria until the 
Romans took possession of it in the year 65 Bc., 
down to which time and afterward it continued an 
important and prosperous city. The accounts of 
Strabo and Josephus leave no doubt that, in the time 
of Augustus, it was more populous than Jerusalem. 
Its prosperity seems to hav been uninterrupted from 
ihe first to the fifth century a.o. Aesording to 
Jerome, who wrote about 414, the city in his time 
was ‘the most noble and beautiful in Phenicea.’ 
He was perplexed to know how to reconcile tts ex- 
istence in his day—a thousand years from the al. 
leged date of the prophecy—with the words of 
Ezekiel, that it should be destroyed and be ‘ built 
no more. During the Arabian revolution that took 
place under. Mahomet, it was again the subject of 
conquest, bui its capture by the Khalif Omar did 
not put a period to ite existence. When, five hun 
dred years later (1144), it surrendered to the 
Obristians, it was still a beautiful and flourishing 
city, and so continued down to the close of the 
thirteenth century, or eighteen hundred years from 
the time the Hebrew prophet said it should be 
destroyed by the Babylonian king and never be 
rebuilt. It was recaptured by the Saracens in 
1291. Since that time, it has experienced fitful 
revivals of prosperity, but has gradually declined, 
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until it is ‘now reduced to a town of about five 
thousand inhabitants. It is now known by ihe 
name of Sour (or Sur)." 


But again is Ezekiel diseredited—in his prophecy 
that because Nebuchadnezzar could not get Tyre he 
should hav Egypt (Ezek. xxix, 19, just quoted), and: 
in this Jeremiah was equally at fault, for he says to. 
the Egyptians: 

* hus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold’ 
I will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-. 
lon, and when he cometh, he shall smite the 
land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to death ;. 
and such as are for captivity to captivity ; and such as are: 
for the sword to the sword ” (Jere. xliii, 10-11). 

Ezekiel said: 

“ No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast 
shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years °” 
(Ezek. xxix, 11). 

If anyone will point to any period in Egyptian 
history when this prophecy was fulfilled he will put: 
the clergy, including the Jewish rabbis, under great: 
obligations to him. Paine dismisses it with the words, 
“This is what never came to pass, and consequently 
it is false"—s very natural conclusion! Dz. Arnold 
in his “Sermons on Prophesy” (v. 48) fully agrees 
with Paine, so does Greg (p.129) and so do all 
other truthful historians. 

Jeremiah made, also, another error in his propheoy 
concerning Babylon. In his book, chapter xxv, he 
says: 

** And it shall come to pass when seventy years (of Jew- 
ish captivity] are accomplished, that I will punish the king 
of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, 
and the land of the Chaldeans, and wil make it perpetual 
desolation.” 

Isaiah, also, must share the responsibility of the 
error, for he said: 

** And Babylon the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of thc 
Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrsh. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it 
be dwelt in from generation to generation ; neither shall the 
Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make 
their folds there; but the wild beast of the desert shall lie 
there, and satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of 
the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in 
their pleasant palaces; and her time is near to come, and 
her days shall not be prolonged ” (Isa. xiii, 19-22). 

OI this Greg says: “The captivity cannot, by any 
fair caloulation, be lengthened out to seventy years. 
The chronologies of Kings and Chronicles do not. 
quite tally; but taking that of Jeremiah himself, the 
desolation began in the seventh year of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, B.o 599, was continued in s.c. 588, and concluded’ 
in 280. 583. The exile ended some say 538, some 536:. 
The longest date that can be made out is sixty-six. 
years, and the shortest only forty-three. To make out. 
seventy years feirly, we must date from so 606, the 
frst year of Nebuchadnezzar.” The “perpetual: 
desolation” which was to take place at the end of 
seventy years, never occurred as predicted by the: 
geer, as even in its most desolate phase “a few Jews: 
lingered among the ruins.” We will quote from: 
Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon :” “ After the defeat 
of Darius and the overthrow of the Persian suprem- 
acy, Babylon opened its gates to Alexander, who 
deemed the city not unworthy to become the capital 
of his mighty empire (p. 454). The last blow to the 
prosperity and even existence of Babylon was given 
by Seleucus, when he laid the foundation of his new 
capital on the banks of the Tigris (s o. 322). Only a 
few Chaldeans continued to dwell around the ruins 
of their sacred edifices (p. 455). Still, however, a 
part of the population appear to hav returned to 
their former seats, for in the second century of the 
Christian era, we find the Parthian king Evemerus 
sending numerous families from Babylon into Media, 
to be sold as slaves, and burning many great and 
beautiful edifices, still standing in the city (p. 455). 
In the time of Augustus, the city is said to hav been 
entirely deserted, except by a few Jews, who still 
lingered among the ruins (p. 455). Amid the heaps 
that marked the site of ancient Babylon herself there 
arose, in the seventh century, the small town of 
Hillah (p. 455). Hillah may contain about eight 
thousand or nine thousand inhabitants. A few half- 
ruined mosques and public baths are its principal 
buildings. Its bazaar supplied the desert Arabs 
with articles of clothing, arms, dates, coffee, corn, 
and contains a few Manchester goods and English 
eatiery—around. the town and above and below it 
for some miles, sre groves and palm-trees forming 
a broad belt on both sides of the river (p. 457). 
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captivity, seeing the Babylonish king, and his death. | David, or any descendant of prince David, to rule 


A theory, put forward first by Colonel Rawlinson, 
I believe, that the ruins around Hillah do not mark 
the sight of the first Babylon, has, I presume, 
been abandoned (p. 456). Hillah, like most towns 
in this part of Turkey, is peopled by Arabs once 
belonging to different tribes, bub now forgetting 
their clanghips in a sedentary life. They maintain, 
however, a friendly intercourse with the Bedcuins, 
and with the wild inhabitants of the marshes (p. 
417) From the summit of Birs Nimroud I gazed 
over a, vast marsh, for Babylon is made ‘a posses- 
sion for the bittern and pools of water.’ In the 
midst of the swamps could be faintly distinguished 
tke mat huts of the Kazail, forming villages on the 
small islands. The green morass was spotted with 
flosks of the black buffalo. Zhe Arab settlements 
showed the activity of œ hive of bees (p. 427). 
Shortly after my arrival at Hillah, I visited the 
Birs Nimroud, accompanied by Zaid, and a com- 
pany of well-armed Agayls. Spying a party of the 
Kazail Arabs retreating from the marshes with their 
tents and cattle, they fell upon them, and under my 
shadow carried off a few cows and sheep, inflicting at 
the same time some severe lauce wounds upon the 
owners” (p. 422). 

“Thus we see,” says tbe writer in Tur Tauru 
SxrkrR referred to, “that the city which was to be 
destroyed by a great army ‘from the north country,’ 
the city whose time was near at hand, whose days 
it was declared should not be prolonged, which was 
to be ‘perpetual desolation,’ afier the Jewish captiv- 
ity, and never to be inhabited nor dwelt in from gen. 
eration to generation, where tho Arab was never to 
pitch bis tent even; the city which was to ‘be as 
when God overthrew Sodom snd Gomorrah ’—was 
a large and important city after the prophecies were 
written and after the captivity of the Jews; that 
Alexander intended to make ib the seat of his great 
empire; that afterward it declined gradually like 
other ancient cities, yet ‘Jews still lingered among 
the ruins’ in the time of Augustus; that in the 
second century of the Christian era, it still contained 
inhabitants and ‘many great and beautiful edifices 
still standing ; that at a later date Hillah rose on 
the site of the ancient city; that the town has now 
a population of from eight thousand to nine thou 
sand, and is peopled chiefiy by Arabs; that other 
portions of the ground on which ancient Babylon 
stood are inhabited by Arabs whose settlements show 
‘the activity of a hive of bses,’ while all around the 
green morass is spotted with flocks of the black 
buffalo; and that a British traveler actually saw 
Arabs with their tents retreating from the marshes, 
which form a part of the site of the old city.” Surely 
Isaiah and Jeremiah were mistaken about the wild 
beasts and the dragons in the houses and palsces. 


In Gen. xlix, 10, is this prophetic assertion : 


** 'The scepter shall not depart from Judah, not a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be.” 

This was said in the palmiest days of Judah, by 
Jacob, on his death-bed, and is by the Jews regarded 
as referring to the messiah. But if the Jewish mes- 
siah has not come, what becomes of the prophecy, as 
Judah (the Jews) hay no scepter, no kingdom, no 
country, but are scattered to the “four corners of 
the earth ?” 


Hosea was also a prophet. When he was threaten- 
ing Israel with destruction for its impiety he proph- 
esied of the tribe of Ephraim : 

**''hey shall return to Egypt.” 

But chapter xi (verse 5) informs us that: 

** He shall not return into the land of Egypt." 

This is what might be called double-back-action 
prophecy. It works both ways, or neither way. 


Another error of Issiab's is this: 

** Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and 
it sha!l be a ruinous heap” (Isa. xvii, 1). 

Yet Damascus is to this day the most flourishing 
city in those countries. This prophecy was alleged 
to hav been made about 741 3.c., and the city has 
bsen in existence ever since, and has now two or 
three hundred population. It is one of the sacred 
cities of the Mohammedans. 


Again was prophet Jeremiah mistaken—in the 
prophecy he made to Zedekiah regarding that king’s 


Read : 

** Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel. Go, and speak to 
Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him; Thus saith the Lord, 
Behold, I will giv this city into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. And thou shalt not 
escepe out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and deliv- 
ered into his hand: and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to 
mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet hear the word of 
the Lord, O Zedekiah king of Judah; thus saith the Lord of 
thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword; But thou shalt die in 
peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former 
kings which were before thee, so shall they burn odors for 
thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah, lord! for I hav 
pronounced the word, saith the Lord. Then Jeremish the 
prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah 
in Jerusalem” (Jere. xxxiv, 2-6). 


Bub instead of Zedekiah beholding the eyes of the 
king of Babylon, bis own eyes were put out before 
he was taken to the king, and he could not see. 
Instead of dying in peace, his sons were slain before 
him, before his eyesight was destroyed, and then he 
was bound in chains and died in prison. No odors 
are recorded as being burnt, as at the funeral of his 
fathers. 


Another prophecy, made by the Lord, we sre told, 
is found in Gen. ii, 17: 

** But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt- not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” 

But Adam ate and lived on for nearly nine hun- 
dred and thirty years, and then died of o!d age! 


And in the next chapter (Gen. iii, 14) is another 
error. The Lord said to the serpent : 


** Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life.” 


Who ever heard of a snake eating dust? l 


In Gen. ziii, 15, 16, the Lord prophesied : 


** For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I giv it, and 
to thy seed forever. And I wil make thy seed as the dust 
of the earth." 

But Abraham and his seed did not possess that 
land forever. For two thousand years they hav 
possessed no land at all And they hav never been 
as the dust of the earth. Even a New York census- 
taker of 1890 could number them at any time. 


The Lord also said to Abraham, in Gen. xv, 18: 


** Unto thy seed hav I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt [the Nile] unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” 


But tho Jews hav never possessed land on the 
Nile! Why? 


And if these are not enough failures cf prophecy, 
by the Lord through Moses and the other prophets, 
here are some more unfulfilled predictions by the 
ssme gentlemen: 


* For the Lord will hav mercy on Jacob, and will yet 
choose Israel, and set them in their own land; and the 
strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to 
the house of Jacob. And tbe people shall t&ke them, and 
bring them to their place, and the house of Israel shall pos- 
sess them in the land of the Lord, for servants and hand. 
maids; and they shall take them captivs whose captivs they 
were; and they shall rule over their oppressors. And it 
shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall giv thee 
rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from thy hard 
bondage wherein thou wast made to serve ” (Isa. xiv, 1-8). 


Has that come true? Hav the people brought 
the Jews to their place, and become their slaves? 
Hav ali the Jews ever been out of their hard bond- 
age? Are they out of bondage, to-day, in Bussia? 

Again : 

“Thus said the Lord God: Behold I will take the chil. 
dren of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be 
gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them 
into their own land. And I will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall 
be king to them all, and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at 
all. And David, my servant, shall be king over them, and 
they shall hav one shepherd. They shall also walk in my 
judgments, and observe my statutes and do them. And 
they shall dwell in the land that I hav given unto Jacob, 
my servant, wherein your fathers hav dwelt, and they shall 
dwell therein, even they and their children, and their chil- 
dren’s children forever, and my servant David shall be their 
prince forever ? (Ezek. xxxvii, 31-26). 


Has the Lord done as Ezekiel prophesied? Are 
the Jews one nation? Are they any nation at all? 


. Do they walk in the Lord's judgments and observe 


his statutes? Do they dwell in the :and the Lord 
gave to Jacob, wherein their fathers dwelt, or are 
they scattered everywhere! Hav they a prince 


them? ` i 


Again : 

** Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and 
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their 
own &nd move no more, neither shall the children of wicked- 
ness afflict thee any more as aforetime.” 

Hav the children got a place of their own? Do 
they move no more? If that is true our immigra- 
tion statistics need revision. Are they not afflicted 
in Europe, and bav they not always been efflicted 
with persecution by Obhristians—“ children of 
wickedness ?” 

Again: 

“ At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the 
Lord, and all nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name 
of the Lord, to Jerusalem. A In those days the house 
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall 
come together out of the land of the north to the land thst 
I hav given for an inheritance unto your father” (Jer. iii, 
17, 18). 

This prediction is cleariy stated, and means that 
Jerusalem was to be the headquarters of the world. 
Is it? 


If we were to write of the prophets ag well as of 
their prophecies, we should probably offend our 
friend's Jewish friend. We will therefore only point 
out that, like the pagan oracles, the Hebrew prophets 
were fanatics ; that the same Hebrew word signifying 
“to prophesy” means also “to be mad ;” and that 
among themselvs they regarded each other as madmen 
—an idea to which their frequent habit of going shout 
naked, and the performance occasionally of stili more 
disgusting ceremonies, greatly contributed (se 
Greg’s Creed of Christendom, p. 127). Babit is evi- 
dent from the instances we hav cited that the Hebrew 
prophets were not always reliable. It is, we (hink, 
capable of just as plain demonstration, that of real 
prophecies none that were not in the power of man 
to foresee hav ever been fulfilled; that the very few 
which seem to hav been fulfilled were written after 
the events occurred; and that, ss Mr. Kelso says, 
whether fulfilled or not fulfilled, none hav ever been, 
or ever can be, of any service to the world. 

tO —————— 


SiNog Mr. Harman’s release from Lansing penitentiary on 
a writ of error he has received the following notice : 


t Mosz8 Harman, ESQ. Sir: You are hereby notified that the 
indictment found against you at the April termof the United 
States Court at Topeka for mailing and causing to be mailed the 
copy of Lucifer containing the O'Neil letter will be for trial at the 
October term of tbe United States Court which meets at Loaven- 
worth on Oct. 11, 189). P.L Soper, Asst. U. B. Atty." 

This has the appearance of being persecution. As the 
writ of error is to be argued in November his enemies would 
only hav been doing the decent thing to wait the issue of. 
that argument before trying him on the other indictments. 
Mr. Harman proposes, in the near future, to remove the pub- 
lication office of Lucifer to Topeka, Kan. 


Tax Freethinkers of Oregon, who are holding their annual 
state convention to-day, are circulating the following peti. 
tion: 


** To the Legislature of the State of Oregon: The constitution of 
our state provides that ‘no money shall be drawn from the treas- 
ury for the benefit of any religious or theological institution. 

"The general principle of American government is equality of all 
men and all property before the Jaw; which, as your honorable 
body are aware, involves the principle, already acknowledged in 
theory, of the total separation of church and state. But your 
petitioners would respectfully submit that the exemption of 
church property from taxation is exactly equivalent to ' drawing 
money from the treasury for the support of retigious and theolog- 
ical institutions; since such exemption necessarily lessens the 
amount of money paid into the treasury, and the deficiency must 
be made up by increased taxation upon other kinds of property. 
To remit the legal obligation of an individual or an institution is 
to enrich the ope or the other to the extent of euch obligation, 
and this is what exemption of church property amounts to. As it 
is manifestly unjust that one individual’s taxes should be aug- 
mented that another's may be reduced, go it is equally unjust that 
other kinds of property shou!’ bear increased burdens in order 
that church property may go free. 

* The undersigned, citizens of Oregon, do therefore respectfuliy 
and earnestly petition your honorable body that justice be done 
by an early repeal of all laws or parts of laws exempting church or 
other ecclesiastical property from its equal share of taxation.” 


Copies of this petition may be had of C. Beal, Portland, 
Ore., and every advocate of justice should send for some of 
them and obtain as many signatures thereto as possible. 


Mr. Josera Byrow, of 242 Cleveland street, East New 
York, called to see us last week to report one of the meanest 
acts of the season. Mr. Byron isa plasterer by trade. He 
is also an English Secularist. The plasterers hav an orgeni- 
zation to which it is necessary to belong in order to be 
allowed to work. Mr. Byron applied for admission in the 
* Long Island Lodge No. i of Operativ Plasterers,” and 
was given & permit to work for a week, when he was to be 
taken into the fold. At the Lodge meeting Mr. Byron was 
asked to '* promis to be faithful to the rules of the society, 
so help me God.” Asan Atheist Mr. Byron objected to these 
latter words. Then the officers ssid he could not join, as 
they would hav no Atheists in the society, and the majority 
of the members (imported Irish Catholics, Mr. Byron calls 
them) supported the officers. Some American-born IJrish- 
men took Mr. Byron’s part, but they were too few to effec- 
tivly aid him. The cfücers sent word to the sccietics in 
New York, Jersey City, and Williamsburgh, and now the 
English Secularist is debarred from laboring at his trade in 
any of these cities unless he ‘“ rats” it, which he does not 
aike todo, The question most agitating his mind is whether 
he imported Irish Roman Catholics own the country ? 
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Zetters from friends. 


HaMsuza, N. Y., Sept. 20, 1890. 


“Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for the picture book. A 
well-to-do friend of mine furnished the money. We want 
‘to keep it in a cigar store for the general inspection of the 
public, and hope it will be the means of getting a number 
Yours for Universal 


of subscribers for book and paper. 
Mental Liberty, P 


Narionat Home, Wis., Sept. 25, 290. 


Jonn NUESSLE. 


Mr. Eprron: I hope that among the multitude of TRUTH 
SEEKER readers there may be some who would inform me 


what Burns meant by the * rye, through which Jenny drag- 


glet a’ her pettie coatie.” And also who ‘‘ Racer Jess" was 
I hav no commentary on Burns, and 
one astounding savant here says '' Racer Jess" was one of 


in “The Holy Fair.” 


the *  twa or three? lewd women who ** were blinking at the 
entry,” and also ran foot-races. Netson HUNT. 


Rostyn, Wasa., Sept. 10, 1890. 
“Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6, for which send me three 
‘copies of the *' Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book." This 
‘makes nine copies that I hav ordered. Perhaps I can order 
more by and by. It isa book without a peer of its kind. 
Those cartoons should be on a continuous sheet of paper and 
be revolved by clock-work in show-windows, where they 

would do an immense amount of missionary work. 
Very truly yours, HENRY BEICHLING. 


LEXINGTON, ILL., Sept. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2, and send me the 
* Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” I hav taken your 
paper several years and intend to take it as long as I liv. 
It expresses my views and I love to read its contents, and 
would giv liberally to hav a Liberal lecture in this place. I 
hope you will begin to hav Mr. Heston's pictures put in the 
paper again. I love them very much. I bav my subscrip- 
tion paid to 1892, but am ready and willing to pay more if 
.the pictures are reinstated. 8. C. Coons. 


Antrim, N. H., Sept. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Epor: That Methodist clergyman that you spoke 
of in your last paper that advised Colonel Ingersoll to tell 
sombthing different to the public from what he really be- 
lieved, and to keep his real thoughts to himself, was the 
nearest like God of any minister that I hav ever heard of, for 
God, according to the Bible, chose a lying spirit to accom- 
plish one of his hellish works, and the ministers hav to lie 
like hell to get their living, and their God says: ‘‘ You area 

good one. Go ahead and entice them.” H. B. RALEIGH. 


Covzro, Cat., Sept. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: Find inclosed money order for $2. Please 
send me one copy Of the '*Freethinkers' Pictorial Text. 
Book” by return mail, and hurry up the Freethinkers’ Pic- 
torial Bible, designed by Watson Heston. If I had oneI 
expect I would feel that I was ordained to preach a little 
gospel to the poor Christians of this place. and I believe I 
could convert all that are worth saving. I keep on file back 
numbers of THz Trurs SEEKER, principally on account of 
the Bible pictures, and when I receive a copy without them 


I hav a feeling of sad disappointment, although the paper is |. 


full of the very best of reading matter, very interesting—es- 
pecially your ** Letters from Friends” are excellent. ` 

I am glad to hear that Brother Heston is recovering. It is 
a pity we hav not many more of his ability. Superstition is 
old and tough, and requires chain-shot to hav any effect. 
It subsists on ignorance, the mother of all crimes. 

Yours for truth and liberty forever, Ira C. Hox. 


: BnaossTON, Ky., Sept. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Enrror: I wish to indorse heartily a piece in THE 
'TRuTH SEEKER of September 20th by William Wellington, of 
Nashville, Tenn. If Liberals in every village, where they 
could muster as many 88 8 dozen members or more, would 
rent a hall or a room, and organize on the basis of Mr. Wel- 
lington's new creed, and then be careful not to let the organ- 
ization die of the want of a little money to defray necessary 
expenses—I say, if we would do this we would in a very 
short time astonish the world at the rapidity of our growth. 
We would try to teach the laws of nature and the best way 
to govern society while in this world. We would let every 
member believe as he could. We would not fetter the 
young mind with the cruel dogma that it must believe cer- 
tain things or be cast into a burning hell after this life, to 
which there would be no end. We would try to teach the 
truth about everything. I believe a man and his wife, with 
sons and daughters educated to be truthful, honest, just, 
and true, to be the corner.stone upon which to build the 
- highest and best human society. The truth about anything 
is what everybody wants, except the orthodox preachers. 
The truth would destroy their business, and I believe all of 
the Talmagian order know it, but they will never be willing 
to giv up their big salaries. J. N. Brown. 


Hannipal, Mo., Sept. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Among the resolutions passed by the late 


convention of Canadian Liberals, was one expressing sympa- 
thy with the American Secular Union ‘‘ in its efforts to de. 


stroy superstition.” 


This indicates a misapprehension of the object of the 


Uaion, which is simply the separation of church and state. 
The American Secular Union, as its constitution declares, 
is ** non-sectarian.” 


Any person who favors the separation of church and 
state, whether he be Jew or Christian, Spiritualist or Ma- 


terialist, moralist or debauchee, is welcome in its ranks, 
just as he is in the ranks of other political organizations, 


It is true that many of the members of the Union are anti- 
superstitionists, and belong to the Brotherhood of Moralists, 
which makes the overthrow of superstition one of its main 
objects. It is also true that very many members of our Sec- 
ular Union are exceedingly superstitious: I can go almost 
any evening and find a score or more of them sitting ina 
* dark circle,” gripping each other's hands, watching for 
ghosts to appear. Heston left this scene out of his picture 
in Taz TguTH SEEKER of February 1st, probably because 80 
many of the American Secular Union are in love with this 
kind of superstition, and a majority of the balance let it pass 
because the devotees are Liberals. 

Combating the church usurpation of civil powers is good, 
but eradicating superstition is the first step toward the real 
elevation and liberation of mankind. A. R. AYRES. 


LETOHER, CAL., Sept. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Among other good letters from friends in the 
last TRUTH SEEKER was one from Mr. C. L. James which 
ceems to me to strike the key-note of true Liberalism, and 
what is required of those calling themselvs Liberals. The 
time has come when all who feel the wrongs caused by the 
false teachings of the past must come to the front and battle 
for truth and freedom. True, “a general attack may take 
place all along the line,” but the sooner the better, that truth 
may come uppermost and justice be done. The race can 
most effectually be improved by wisely preparing good con- 
ditions for true and loving motherhood and antenatal life. 
Most ills and crimes can be traced to heredity, and many 
suffer and are put to death for wrongs inflicted on them ere 
they saw the lightof day. To show up these wrongs and 


their causes, is what Harman and Heywood were trying to 
do. 
cowardice of some who claim to be reformers. 
ready to desert the ranks if a leader falls or is wounded; 


It seems strange to see the moral blindness as well as 
They are 


when it should be that moral heroism should be displayed 


even above the noble daring of physical warfare. 


As gunpowder when invented made the foot-soldier equal 


to the cavalry, so the press puts woman nearer on an equality 
with men. 
they could not fight with musket and sword, but now in the 
present conflict wherein the weapons are the tongue and pen, 


Women hav been called inferior to men because 


which require moral rather than physical courage to wield, 


may it not be hoped that women will not be found Jacking in 
this true courage 80 necessary in all progress and reform ? 


Remember, it is woman’s welfare and elevation that is be- 


ing fought for, and the men who assist her should receive 


all honor and encouragement. L. HuroniNsoN. 


Barre, Mass., Sept. 27, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Permit me to make a correction in John P. 
Guild's letter in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, September 27th. 
Wendell Phillips was not a ‘presidential candidate,” but 


candidate, in 1870, for governor of Massachusetts, heading 
‘a full temperance party ticket, the first ever nominated in 


the state. — zum Co 
We had not gone so far, then, as to call ourselvs a '* pro- 


hibitory party,” though our political opponents cursed us as 
such. 


Neither were we all Infidels. The editor—Rev. E. P. 


Marvin—of our campaign paper—the Boston Daily News— 
was & Congregational minister, and most of the officers and 
members of the Massachusetts State Alliance—to whom 
credit should be given for the origination and financial sup- 
port of this temperance political party—were Christians ; 
but, as Wendell Phillips was stigmatized an Infidel for his 
antislavery principles, it was thought detrimental to the 
party, and '** smart," to slur it as an ‘‘ Infidel movement.” 


As Mr. Quild saw fit to introduce my name, I hope it will 


not be considered too personal if I add an item or two. 


While I do not flatter myself that I was much of an 


“ orator,” yet, during the last two months of the campaign, 
I made over fifty speeches in as many different towns scat- 
tered through a vast territory, beyond the Hub, over the 
famous Berkshire hills, and all alongshore. 


And this was the first party attempt to put temperance 


into politics, or politics into temperance, to my knowledge. 
But soon, very soon, the astute theologians discovered it was 
too good bait not to seize for proselyte angling, therefore 
church kindling-wood was artfully manufactured from tem- 
perance splinters; and as your humble servant worked for 
temperance for humanity’s sake, not for Christ’s sake, she 
fled the fraternity rather than lead dupes into superstition, 
instead of winning victims away from their cups. 


Erra E. Gipson. 


Bowiz, TEx., Sept. 25, 290. 

Mr. Epiror: I notice in Taz Trora SEEKER of the 20th 
inst. an open letter to Charles A. Dana, dated New York, 
September 6th, signed “ G. N.," in which the writer uses 
the following language: ‘‘ When Jeff Davis and his pals 
were buying and selling their own mulatto daughters and 
sons in slavery, and outraging the persons of their own 
pretty mulatto daughters and those of their neighbors in 
servil concubinage.” 

Now, I think the writer either never lived in the South and 
has been wrongly informed, or is guilty of knowingly mis- 
representing the facts in the case. For one to read such vile 
stuff, such misrepresentation, as the foregoing is, would lead 
the young to think that perhaps their fathers or grandfathers 
were guilty of such conduct; the writer, whoever he is, leaves 
the impression on the mind that such conduct was a com- 
mon affair. While I admit that, in a few instances, illegiti- 
mate children were ** borned,” so there were among the whites, 
north, south, east, and west. In some instances slaves were 
sold and bought by their own fathers, but so long as they 
were slaves, they certainly had the right to sell or buy them. 
The people of the South thought they had a right to buy and 
sell the negroes, which they did, and they did so so long as 


they bad the right, which no reasonable man can object to. ! 


While I am no advocate of hunian slavery, yet I dó^notreon. 


sider all who by circumstances lived and owned slaves in the 
South, to be guilty of such immoral conduct as ‘“ G. N.” 
would lead the readers of Taz TRUTA SEEKER to believe. It 
grates upon the ears of every true citizen, either South or 
North. Such expressions are born of hatred to the South. 
The war has been over for. twenty-six years, and such vile 
slander is wholly uncalled for. I doubt if the writer ever 
lost an hour's sleep in defending the beautiful mulatto maids 
that he imagins were so cruelly outraged. 

He also refers to the lamented and life-honored Jeff Davis, 
and classes him along with the seducers. Such words and 
vile slanders should be resented by every true Liberal, North 
or South. ` . 

It is certainly doing a great injustice to knowingly ovet- 
ride, outrage, and misrepresent the people of the South, as 
* G. N.” has done. And I think the readers of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER will be ashamed to see such vile stuff in print, espe- 
cially when it comes from a man that claims to belong to 
that grand brotherhood of Freethinkers, a brotherhood with 
no b^undary lines, no north, south, east, or west; no by- 
laws, but the unwritten code of fraternal love and friend. 
ship. Yours for truth, 8. P. BENTON. _ 


Irava, Irr., Sept. 80, 1890. 

Mx. Eviror: I am in receipt of the ** Freethinker's Pic- 
torial Text-Book.” Iam surely pleased beyond expectation. 
It is grand, it is amusing, it is instructiv, it is entertaining. 
To think of the wonderful imagination of Mr. Heston is 
food for the mind, and carries one almost into ecstasy, and 
it is indeed pleasing to know, to realize, that some of the 
finest drawings are painted from the thoughts and beauti- 
ful word-pictures of Paine, Ingersoll, and others, proving 
conclusivly that man is dependent upon man, not God. 
What a grand mother Mr. Heston must hav (if living)— 
surely & woman of fine artistic taste, though possibly not 
developed from lack of opportunity. Such women should 
not be forgotten. To giv to the world such a son is worth 
more than all the prayers ever Offered, because there is a 
reality in Mr. Heston, while there is not, and cannot be, any 
in prayer. To be the doting mother of a son who is able to 
paiot such beautiful truths, is to be greater than a queen. 
Look at the picture and you cannot help seeing the differ- 
ence between the mother superior and the superior mother. 
How true the painting of both; what a blessing is onc, 
what a curse the other; one is the home painted by our own 
Ingersoll, the other is well represented by Russia's Tolstoi ; 
one advances and perpetuates the human race in stature 
and intellectual beauty, the other blots out everything that 
points toward culture and the perpetuation of humanity ; 
one is life, the other death. I hav written the following 
lines on the first leaf of my ‘‘ Text.Book :” 

A close study of the pictures in this book, associated with 
your historical knowledge, will not only be a pleasure, but 
8 very instructiv lesson, and, instead of datk forebodings, 
you will see a new light which will enable you to see more 
than you hav ever dreamed. It will strengthen morally and 
giv you judgment that you may pity those who are blinded 


by superstition. For this blindness there is but one oint- 
ment that is soothing—reason. 


Very truly yours, 
NzwoasTLE, Wyo., Sept. 26, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I hav received so many inquiries from 
friends in the East regarding this new paradise that I hav 
concluded to publish & succinct and reliable account of the 
town and surrounding country. This is not a new country, 
88 many suppose, but is quite as old as Massachusetts, Hin- 
doostan, Indiana, or Jerusalem. It is the town that is new, 
and not the country, or vices and wickedness of the people, 
I am now in Newcastle, and know whereof I write from 
actual observation and experience. This town is due north 
of Denver about two hundred and fifty miles, about twelve 
miles from the South Dakota line, and about sixty miles 
from the northwest corner of Nebraska, in what are known 
as the famous Black Hills. These hills are immensely rich 
in nearly every mineral, and the vastest coal fields in the 
world, and the coal is of the finest quality. There is plenty 
of gold, silver, copper, tin, asbestos, lead, iron, etc. New- 
castle is only fourteen months old and has one of the best 
railroads in the world, the B. & M., thus giving the town 
and country direct connections with Omaha, Kansas City, 
St. Louis, and Chicago. This is a good stock country, and 
the dairy business pays immensely; also, this is a splendid 
place for the poultry and egg business. Truck or vegetable 
farming along the streams where irrigation can be used 
would pay largely. There are about five hundred people 
here, and about five hundred miners in the coal mines seven 
miles from here. There is plenty of work here the year 
around at good wages for all who want to work. There is 
a great demand here for good girls for hotel and general 
housework. Any workingman can come here and in two 
years, if he attends to his business and lets drink and gam- 
bling alone, can hav a good house of his own and be comfort- 
ably well off. A person with a little capital can soon make 
a fortune here. There is a great demand for money and 
houses, and anyone who will build stores and houses here 
will be sure of big returns on his investment. There is one 
good hotel here, and several restaurants and boarding-houses. 
A fine school-house is in course of construction, and the 
city is putting in water-works and grading and paving the 
whole town. There is considerable of pine and cottonwood 
timber here. The climate is flne, with cool nights all sum- 
mer. The altitude is 4,500, and it is a very healthy place, 
with good water. The famous hot and mineral springs of 
the Black Hills are about fifty miles from here. The B. GM. 
railroad is rapidly building its lines further west and north. 
This enterprising road will soon push their line through to 
the Pacific coast, and north to Deadwood, Dak., where they 
will connect with the F. E. & M. V. road. The B. & M. runs 


C. 8. RANDOLPH. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 11, 


tems it is expedient to hav government regulate the issue of 
money. 

Q. On what grounds can compulsory taxation be en- 
forced ? 

A, On the grounds of force. There is nothing right 
about it. 

Q. Are interest, rent, and profits earned by the receivers? 

A. Rent of land is never earned by those who receive it. 
Rent of improvements is; it was earned by the improver 
when he made them. Interest on capital that has been 
earned is earned by the receiver in the s&me manner. He 
earned it when he earned the capital. Profits may be re- 
garded as interest on capital, or wages, or both, and are 
earned. 

Q. Can they be collected without force? 

A. They generally are. Perhaps the knowledge that there 
is ‘‘ force,” and that it can be used, has something to do 
with it. 

Q. What right has & policeman to use force? 

A, None. It is sometimes expedient for him to do so, 
though. 

Q. What right has any man, or any body of men, to inter- 
fere with the absolute freedom of the human race? 

A. None whatever. 

Now, Mr. Chapin, let us hav your answers. 

A. B. Crank. 


first-class trains here from Chicago with only one change, 
and that is made in the Union depot at Lincoln, Neb. There 
are no churches here yet, but two sects hold meetings. The 
town has ten saloons and gambling hells, which are the curse 
of the town and whole surrounding country. There is also 
one variety theater that is an eyesore and black ulcer to the 
town. Several companies are boring for oil and gas. Large 
quantities of surface petroleum hav already been found. In 
fact, everything flourishes here but figs and the Damnation 
Army. There are three newspapers, three doctors, three 
lawyers, one photographer, seven hundred gamblers, and 
two sky-pilots. 

In coming here from the East, be sure to. come over the 
Burlington road from Chicago, as that is the only road here, 
and in coming from the South take the Burlington road at 
Bt. Louis or Kansas City. There are plenty of Liberals here, 
but no organization. Dr. C. W. MoCormiox. 


New Yor, N. Y., Sept. 28, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: While I was in the village of Delhi, N. Y., 
as a summer boarder, I noticed an Episcopal chapel costing 
$88,000—8 single donation. A leading merchant wishing to 
show me the local sights offered to take me into the chapel 
any morning, as he had a key to the door. I replied that I 
admired the architectural features of the exterior of the 
chapel but that I did not wish to inspect its interior, because, 
as a Freethinker, I look on churches and chapels with dis. 
favor—as being productiv of much superstitious teaching 


and ceremonial nonsense. 


“I think very much the same way,” was his reply, that 


astonished me. 


His father, a senior warden of the church, had reared his 
son a strict church-member, probably because he could not 
afford to lose the local patronage of the Christians, but at 


middle age I find the son ‘‘ very much our way.” 


So many men support the church and uphold religion 
It apparently helps them 
Such men may be reached by Freethought in- 
fluence'some day, but it is easier to reach their children. 
Secretly? Yes, by lending, giving, and mailing copies of 
Tue TauTrR BExKER and other reform literature to the boys, 
This is the way I was radically 
influenced, and I am happy for every illusion that has been 
dispelled, and for every new truth learned through Freé- 


through selfish interests alone. 
in business. 


girls, and young people. 


thought channels. 


Secret or carefully guarded work on Freethought lines i is 
correct when it is à matter of honest policy. All endeavor 
and work for moral reform, whether it be open or secret, is 
commendable, and brings to the approving conscience an in- 
tense gratification, a true reward, such as no savior or God 


can bestow. 


As regards public work, it is a fact that in localities 
where the people are sectarian and narrow-minded it means 
failure in business for a man to openly declare himself a 


Freethinker. 


But I would not hav reform truths introduced in any 
underhand or dishonorable way, believing that our moral 
ideas, in order to be effectiv, must be advanced in a moral 


manner by moral persons. 


Tax Truts SxzxEE and its publications are most excel. 
lent mediums for propagating reform ideas, and sO are the 
A good plan 
is to buy a book like the ** Pictorial Text-Book,” and lend 
it to some member of a family. The bigoted parent, usually 
the mother, or old maid, may frown and rave, but she 
When the book is 


land and labor newspapers and magazines. 


does not dare to destroy the volume. 
returned, lend it elsewhere. 


This book is well calculated to stimulate thought, - ex- 
cite humor, and confuse the superstitious Christian till he 
sees the falsity of all religion; moral truths then fill the 


brains of investigation and reason. 


I am pleased to see the continuation of Watson Heston’s 


pen-and-ink sketches in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Very truly yours, Ep. J. KIMBALL. 


Sitver Proms, Cor., Sept. 20, 1890. 


Mz. Eorror: Some time ago Mr. Chapin. asked the follow- 
ing questions in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and I hav observed that 
These questions are pertinent 
ones, and everyone should at least afik them of himself and 


but few hav given answers. 


endeavor to find the true answers to them. 

I herewith giv my answers and would like to hav the 
opinion of TRUTH SEEKER readers as to how near I hav come 
to the truth.. 

Question. What evidence hav we of any God? 


Answer. We hav no evidence of sny personal or Bible 


God. We hav the evidence of reason that there is à supreme 
power which controls or governs the universe. This power 
may be called ‘‘God,” or ‘‘ nature," just as one likes. I 
prefer the latter term. 

Q. What evidence hav we of immortality ? 

A. ^ ne. 

Q. What authority can one man rightfully hav over 
another ? 

A. None. We were ‘‘ created free and equal." 

Q. How is the rule of the majority any less destructiv to 
freedom than the rule of à monarch ? 

A. Itis not. Allrule is destructiv to freedom. 

Q. What right does à man hav to what he does not earn ? 

A. He has no right to what he does not earn, except what 
is voluntarily given to him, or what he finds and cannot find 
the owner of. If this great truth was fully recognized, 
there would be an end to involuntary poverty. 

Q. What right has any man to hold vacant land out 
of use? 

A. Most emphatically, no right whatever. 

Q. What right does one man, or combination of men, hav 
to monopolize the issue of money ? 

A. They hav no right to do so, Under present social sys- 


Sr. Emo, Tenn., Sept. 28, 1890. 

Mx. Eprrog: I aw very glad indeed that Mr. Heston has 
caught a renewal of health. I hope he has also caught his 
long-lost monkey. I hav missed that monkey more than I 
can tell. I hope to see his work again soon on both pages of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 

I shall soon send for the ‘‘ Text-Book,” illustrated. My 
album has been an educator to some and a holy terror to 
others. 

The Golden Rule, of Boston, asks, Shall the Chicago fair 
be opened Sundays ? and then with gospel gush and pious 
prattle answers in the negativ. But it certainly answers for 

only a small minority. I am sure the vast majority of the 
citizens of the United States would say: ‘‘ Certainly; open 
it on Sundays, and let the working men and women of the 
city hav & chance to view its wonders. Of course, open it 
on Sundays, the only day of the week when the brain and 
brawn of the city can visit it. Yes, open it on Sunday if it 
has to be closed all the rest of the week.” 

The fair is not for dudes and preachers, but for the benefit 
of the brain and muscle of the land, for the creators of wealth 
and homes, fer the human levers that move, beautify, and 
enrich the world. 

And Sunday is the only day when the great army of toil- 
ers in workshops and factories, stores and offices, can attend, 
and it should be opened to them if all others are excluded. 

This is a secular nation, and the fair is a purely secular 
institution, and if religious cranks and pious bigots will let 
the fair alone, the fair will not interfere with them. 

If a man has scruples against attending the fair Saturday, 
or Sunday, or Wednesday, let him stay quietly away and 
not interfere with those who wish to attend those days. 

Sacred time? Why, that is sacred time when & man can 
do most for himself and those dependent on him. That is 
sacred time when the mind can be broadened and enlarged, 
whether it be Sunday or Wednesday. If that can be done 
by visiting the fair on Sunday, then by all means render 
Sunday sacred, by opening it to all the sons and daughters 
of toil on that day. 

I can assure you God knows nothing about the fair, or 
Chicago either. And if he did, according to tell he is strong 
enough and old enough and ugly enough to close it up if he 
wanted it closed, without any aid from his self-appointed 
agents. 

There is one hundred thousand persons, quiet and intelli- 
gent, in the city of Chicago who cannot attend the fair unless 
it be opened for them Sundays. 

I would like to see a total separation of church and state, 
by a repeal of all Sunday laws. 

I hold that any law that is good for Tuesday and Thurs- 
day is good and sufficient for Saturday or Sunday. A law 
that is good for New Year’s, Decoration Day, Fourth of July, 
Thanksgiving, or Christmas, is good enough for Sunday. 

Sunday ought to be a day for recreation and rest; for 
visiting, picnics, excursions, conventions, and elections. If 
the Presbyterians receive rest and pleasure by prostrating 
themselvs before an imaginary being without body, parts, or 
passions—a great big hole through a little chunk of nothing 
—by all means iet them do so. If some one else receives 
rest and recreation by howling like a maniac toan imaginary 
triple-headed, monstrous monstrosity, well and good, so 
they do not disturb their neighbors. But the great mass of 
people will find their rest and pleasure in refreshing their 
minds and muscles, in visiting fairs, libraries, museums, 
lectures, and athletic and intellectual entertainments of every 
kind. The day of the Gods is past. The era of man has 
arrived. Let man be glorified by a visit to the fair, espe- 
cially Sunday. 

And now in this connection I desire to make a suggestion. 
It would be a fine thing, a paying investment, for the villages 
and cities within say two hundred miles of Chicago to raise 
a fund, by subscription if possible, by tax if necessary, to 
send the young men and women of their places, who are not 
able to pay their own way, to the fair one or more Sundays 
during its continuance. 

Let the young people feel that wealth and power take an 
activ interest in their welfare. I do not know of any way 


in which it could be shown so cheaply, and hav its effects so 
lasting, a8 by the plan indicated. 
would make more than usually low rates for such a purpose. 


No doubt the railroads 


L. L. Goonwin, 
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Eav Craie, Wis., Sept. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Your selection from the Twentieth Century 
headed, ‘‘ Mr. Pentecost Agrees With Mr. Tolstoi,” suggests 
8 thought tome. The thought is this, that the '* Kreutzer 
Sonata” is not a lecture but a portrait. If Emerson was 
right in saying that to be great is to be misunderstood, then 
Tolstoi should be the greatest man living. For he is surely 
the best misunderstood. Of all Tolstoi’s critics, I hav yet 
to meet with one who does not assume that Posdnyschew 
speaks for Tolstoi. Now, let us consider this. Tolstoi was 
a famous novelist befure he became a famous metaphysician. 
The creativ instinct in him is far stronger than the analytic. 
His writings upon abstract subjects always, even in spite of 
himeelf, ran to the poetic form. Such an author is by no 
means to be identified with his characters. Posdnyschew is 
a character whom Tolstoi has created. To assume that 
Posdnyschew’s words are Tolstoi’s is the same sort of error 
which it once was to abuse Mr. Pecksniff’s reasonings as 
Mr. Dickens’s. What sort of a character is Posdnyschew? 
Everyone who has read the ** Kreutzer Sonata” must at once 
reply that his ruling passion is self. His crime is no acci- 
dent. It is a perfectly normal product of his disposition. 
In all situations he is the same. Whether laying down the 
law to the mixed company in the railroad carriage, pluming 
himself on his morality while living the life of a sensualist, 
finding out that children are a source of unhappiness, nurs- 
ing his jealousy which ‘‘ makes the meat it feeds on," mur- 
dering his wife, or telling his story, he appears equally an 
egotist in the full sense of the word, equally devoted not 
merely to pleasing, but to admiring, analyzing, talking 
about, thinking about, himself. After the murder his m^r- 
bid self-consciousness takes the form of self-justification, 
which is required as the motiv of his long confession. But 
nothing would ever hav pleased him like a close chamber 
and a good listener. Such a man might naturally be ex- 
pected to tell some pungent truths. It is quite in harmony 
with dramatic propriety that the author should put some 
ideas of his own into the mouth of Posdnyschew. Goethe 
has unquestionably put some of his own into the mouth of 
Mephistopheles. But to assume that the whole philosophy 
of a character purposely made so odious should be accepted 
a8 the author’s, is to betray a lack of critical appreciation. 
Nor would it be much better to attempt sorting the mur- 
derer's sentiments into two heaps and labeling one ‘‘ Pos- 
dnyschew” and the other ‘‘ Tolstoi.” The ‘‘ Kreutzer.Bo- 
nata" is not a lecture but a portrait. The moral is not to 
be sought in this or that expression, but in the effect of the 
picture on the readers sensibilities. The Posdnyschew type 
of man is not uncommon. It is seen in every ruffian who 
murders the woman who will not marry him, every husband 
who treats his wife as a Turk is supposed to treat an oda- 
lisque, every pseudo-moralist whose idea of marriage is that 
it affords a safe and respectable vent for passion, every 
morbid-minded wretch who favors the public with a nau- 
seous autobiography. 

There are also female Posdnyschews. Laura Fair was 
one of them. But this is not all. As there was an angel in: 
Michael Angelo’s block of marble, B0 there is in every one: 
of us a Posdnyschew which we may develop, if we think 
that sort of moral culture profitable. And it is a kind to- 
which we are being invited by various fashionable fallacies. 
—notably by the hateful sentimentalism which in sundry’ 
countries, our own among them, has made jealousy a valid: 
excuse for murder. Comstock laws, McCosh’s morality,. 
McFarland verdicts, are all potent Posdnyschew producers.. 
The words of Hamlet come back to me with a new signifi- 
cance a8 I think of these execrable corrupters of the public: 
conscience, these Belials masquerading in the stolen garb of 
chastity and honor. One ‘‘films and gilds the ulcerous 
place, while rank corruption mining all within infects un- 
seen ;” another ‘‘ spreads the compost on the weeds to make 
them rank." For these reasons I can heartily ‘‘agree with 
Mr. Tolstoi” so far as to think the purpose of the ‘‘ Kreutzer 
Sonata” not only moral but most timely. The Posdnyschew 
type of man needed to be exhibited in all its hideousness. 
The gospel of respectable, conservativ, regulated lust, with 
mistresses for youth, wives for middle age, preachers to con- 
secrate its crimes, Judge Fosters to punish those who call 
them by their right names, and daggers and revolvers in 
reserve, required a Tolstoi to proclaim such truths as that 
its inspiring genius is sensuality, of which hate and cruelty 
are merely another phase; that these base passions hav 
crystallized themselvs in institutions, and degenerated into 
fashions; that their normal end is cynical asceticism; that 
they degrade woman, brutalize man, and degenerate poster- 
ity. Not, of course, that this is new. Shakspere felt it 
when he told us that Jacques, the censurer of mankind 
would do ' 


Most mischievous foul sin in chiding sin, 
For he himself had been a libertin, 

As sensual as the brutish sting itself; 

And all the embossed sores and headed evils, 
That he with license of free foot had caught, 
Would he disgorge into the general world. 


Shelley felt it when he wrote: 


Life may change but it can die not; 
Hope may vanish, but can fly not; 
Truth be veiled, but still it burneth 
Love repulsed, but it returneth. 
Yet were life a charnel, where 
Hope lay coffined with despair ; 
Yet were truth a sacred lie; 

. Love were lust, if liberty 
Lent not life her robe of light, 
Hope her iris of delight, 
Truth her prophet's robe to wear, 
Love her power to giv and bear. 


It has, however, a peculiar fitness for the present time. 
And to this, even more than to Comstock, Tyner & Co.'s 
advertising, I should attribute the success of the ** Kreutzer 
Sonata.” C. L. Jamas. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Mass., to whom ail Communications for | Ut manuals. 
PO IESS Suid Be nibo: Mr pagor Meteorology: Abercrombie's '* Weather,” 


Greely's ‘‘American Weather,” Blodgeti’s 
“Climatology,” Fiammarion’s ‘‘ Atmos- 
phere,” and valuable government works. 

Chemistry: Bloxam, Faraday, Fresenius, 
Liebig, Miller, Muspratt, Roscoe, Silliman, 
Wayner, and Watts. Roscoe and Schorlem- 
mer’s ‘‘Treatis on Chemistry,” now in 
course of publication, is the fullest and latest 
presentation. The new chemistry has been 
well treated by Cooke, Eliot, Storer, and 
Remsen. For chemical analysis the works 
of Fresenius take high rank. 

Astronomy: Airy (the astronomer royal), 
Arago, Ball, Chauvenet, Guillemin, Herschel, 
Kepler, Laplace, Lockyer, Newcomb, Proc- 
ter, Somerville, and Whewell.  Serviss's 
* Astronomy with an Opera Glass,” and 
Langley’s ‘‘ New Astronomy," deserve high 
praise. 

Naiural History: Abbott, Burroughs, Tho- 
reau, Jefferies, and Humboldt’s ‘‘ Cosmos” 
and ‘‘ Views of Nature” are good in cultivat- 
ing the love of nature and outdoor life. 
Darwin has left record of how much these 
authors had to do in giving him his love of 
nature. White’s ‘‘ Natural History of Sel- 
borne” has a more general interest than its 
title would indicate. Pliny, the elder, the 
father of natural history, should not be for- 
gotten.  Agassiz'a ‘‘Methods of Study in 
Natural History" and ‘First Lessons in 
Natural History,” Darwin's ‘Natural His- 
tory" and ‘Geology of the Voyage of the 
Beagle," Gosse’s ‘‘ Romance of Natural His. 
tory," Pouchet's ‘‘ Universe " and ‘‘ The Ves- 
tiges of the Natural History of Creation," the 
author of which since his death is known to 
be Robert Chambers, are books of interest. 

Geology: Dana, Agassiz, Geikie,. Miller, 
Murchison, Winchell, Page, Figuier, and 
Lyell. 

Mineralogy: Dana and Phillips and Si- 
monin's ‘‘ Underground Life,” a very inter- 
esting presentation. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


The Boy of Boys. 


She sat on the porch in the sunshine 
As I went down the street— 
A woman whose hair was silver, 
But whose face was biossom-sweet— 
Making me think of à garden 
Where, in spite of the frost and snow 
Of bleak November weather, 
Late, fragrant lilies blow. 


I heard a footstep behind me, 
Aud the sound of a merry laugh, 
And I knew the heart it came from 
Wou'd be like a comforting staff 
In the time and the hour of trouble, 
Hopeful and brave and strong, 
One of the hearts to lean on 
When we think all things go wrong. 


I turned at the click of the gate-latoh, 
Aud met his manly look ; 
A face like his giv8 me pleasure, 
Like tho page of a pleasant book. 
It told of a steadfast purpose, 
Of a brave and daring will; 
A face with a promis in it, 
That, God grant. the years fulfill. 


Ho went up the pathway, singing; 
I saw the woman’s eyes 

Grow bright with a wordless welcome, 
As sunshine lights the skies. 

“ Back again, sweet-heart mother,” 
He cried, and bent to kiss 

That loving face that was lifted 
For what some mothers miss. 


That boy will do to depend on : 
I bold that this is trne— 
From lads in love with their mothers 
Our bravest heroes grew. 
Earth's grandest hearts hav been loving hearts 
Biuce time and earth began; 
And tha boy who kissed his mother 
Is every inch & man! —Eben E, Rexford, 


tip d 
Philosophical Reasoning. 


. Dear Youre Frresps: The noble intui.| Paleontology: Owen and Nicholson. 

tions of Voltaire’s genius are to be respected] Botany: Asa Gray, Darwin, Hooker, Lin- 
even at this time. He predicates mentality | neus, La Maout, Decaisne, Figuier, and 
of refinement of sensation. Herbert Spencer | Sach's ** Text-Book of Botany,” which is the 
intimates that physiological atoms, beyond | fullest treatis. Y 
the reach of chemical attraction, are the fit-| Biology, Evolution, etc.: Darwin, Wallace, 
test for organization. Haeckel, Huxley, and Romanes. 

Bolingbroke asks, ** When does matter be-| Ethnology and Archaeology: Lubbock, 
gin to think? What causes the force andj} Haeckel, Tyler, Waitz, Wood, Brace, Buch- 
waste of the brain;- the power of absorb.|ner, Latham, Lyell, Nott, Glidden, and 
ents, and how it is that living bodies can| Prichard. 
secrete those substances necessary for their} Entomology : Figuier, Wood, Packard. 
well-being ?” Ornithology - Miller, Merriam, Ingersoll, 

We must admit that the brain is an elec- Burroughs, Ridgeway, Audubon, Coues, 
trical pile, that the heat generated by this } Jardine, Figuier’s ‘‘ Mammalia, Reptils, and 
battery brings refined atoms into working | Birds.” 
order for sensation, which results in thought. | Ocean: Michelet’s ‘‘ The Bea," Figuier's 
No work without heat. ** Ocean World.” 

Electricity decomposes many substances, Zoology: Agassiz, Buckland, Buffon, Cu- 
but, in an organized body, the passage of the| vier, Gosse, Huxley, and Wallace. Jardin's 
electric fluid from the positiv to the negativ | «« Naturalist’s Library” in forty volumes, 
portion of the brain, givs a chance for a sen- Kingsley’s “Natural History,” Wood's 
sation, the next instant is stagnation, "Popular Natural History” and “ Homes 
quicker than lightning another sensation. Without Hands,” Packard’s and Orton’s 
As Oliver Holmes observes, ‘‘ Choose quickly | « Zoology,” are good works. 
which impression to detain, for they are all es fg EOS 
on the gallop.” I would like more light on Looking on the Bright Side. 


a? UE Ky ALHAZA, Uncle Bily Dawson, who lived in the 
, Ky. 
house where Mr. Crounze was reared, was a 
T " kind-hearted man, who never lost a chance to 
Scientific Reading. hold out hope to the despairing and sympathy 
A OAREFULLY 8ELEOTED LIST THAT INOLUDES| to the suffering. He was always ready with 
WORKS ON EVERY SUBJEOT. the proof that however hard a neighbor’s lot 
‘The best scientific works are often difficult | was, it might hav been many fold worse, and 
to obtain by the independent student and | his ingenuity at finding a recompensing gain 
interested reader. So many valuable scien. | for every loss that anyone might suffer was a 
tific books are now offered the public that it| matter of local wonderment. 
is often puzzling to find just what is wanted| One day somebody told Uncle Billy that 
or needed. The following list give the best|his neighbor, Thomas Darrow, had fallen 
books on the subjects stated : under the cars and lost a leg. 
Physical Geography: Guizot, Marsh,| Uncle Billy stood in silence several minutes 
Maury, Michelet, Rectus, and Somerville. looking at the ground. Then, raising his 
Physics: Arnott, Deschanel, Ganot, and|eyes, he said: ‘ Well, I'm awful sorry for 
Lardner. poor Tom, but there’s some consolation in 
Forces of Nature: Faraday, Guillemin, | the thought that a pair o’ socks’ll last him 
Buchner, Stewart, and Youmans. twice as long as they ust to, and to a man ag 
Mechanics, Dynamics, and Engineering : | poor as he is that’s a good deal.” 
Ball, Ewbank, Lardner, Rankin, and Tod.| The next day Uncle Billy called on the in. 
hunter. jured man, and to his surprise learned that 
Acoustics: Blaserna, Helmholtz, and Tyn.| Tom had lost both legs.. A little diecon- 
dall. certed, Uncle Billy stood by the bed in solemn 
Optics: Brewster, Lockyer, and 'Tynd.ll |consideration. Presently, however, his face 
. Spectrum Analysis: Lockyer, Roscoe, and | brightened, and he said : “ Well, Tom, if you 
Benhiller. had to lose one leg it's & mighty good job 
Microscopy : Beale, Carpenter, Frey, Gosse, | that you lost two.” 
Hogg, Lankester, and Somerville. “Oa, Uncle Billy,” ssid Tom, “how can 
Heat: Tyndall, Clark, and Box. you say such a thing ?" 


Etectricity and Magnetism:  Faraday,| ‘‘’Cause iUs true, Tom, true as gospel. 


Franklin, Jenkin, Hospitailer, Maxwell, 
Prescott, Schellen, Siemens, and Tyndall. 
Benjamin's “ Age of Electricity ” aud Men- 


Edited by Mis Busan H. Wixon, Fail denhall’s ** Century of Electricity " are pop- 


You see if you'd only lost one leg you'd be 
thinkin’ about it an’ worritin’ about it all the 
time, but now, you see, the loss.of each one'll 
serve to keep your mind off’n the loss of the 
Other. 1t’s a great blessin’ you lost 'em both, 
Tom, ’stead ©’ only one.” 

— 9-4 ————— —. 


` Correspondence. 


Oax Mirrs, Kan., Sept. 16, E.M. 290. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Kind Friend: I 
once more take the pleasure of extending to 
you and the Cornerites my humble but heart- 
meant greeting. My heart overflows with 
rapturous joy when I realize the amount of 
good that the Children’s Corner is doing, as 
an instrument of amusement and instruction 
in your hands. The children, who hav 
availed themselvs of the advantages derived 
from the Corner, owe you a debt of endless 
gratitude. I can say the above in truth, for 
I hav experienced the benefit of the Corner 
myself. I hav learned much by reading it 
as it appears each week in the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

I am now engaged in reading Mr. Putnam’s 
“ Religious Experience,” and [ can say that, 
like all of his other writings, it contains 
many sparkling gems of thought. The style 
in which it is written is very attractiv, and 
cannot fail to interest anyone who desires to 
read it. I bav always recognized in Mr. Put. 
nam one of the ablest.living champions of 
Freethought, and his labors mark an era in 
the progress of the Freethought cause. Long 
may he liv to thrust the harpoon of his logic 
into the sides of old orthodoxy. 

I like the poems of Mary Baird Finch, the 
Nebraska poetess, and I wish the Truth 
Seeker Company would publish a volume of 
them. She is a poetess of more than ordi- 
nary ability, and she merits the praise of every 
true lover of poetry. 

8o the ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book" is ready at last! I say, Hurrah for 
Heston! He is, as Brudder Gardner says in 
oue of his stump-speeches, ‘a whole hoss 
and team, sure." I was very sorry to hear 
of his illness, and I hav missed the cartoons 
in THE TRUTH SERKER very much. I hope 
that he is now on the road to recovery. 

In looking over a late copy of the Christian 
Evangelist, I find an article containing the 
following: ** We take pleasure in cherishing 
the belief that skepticism is on the decrease 
in our country." And the Evangelist also 
says that this **is the opinion of some of the 
most competent judges, who hav had the 
widest opportunities of observation." But 
the Evangelist is mistaken. Skepticism is 
rapidly increasing, and some of the greatest 
theologians are deploring it. Rev. De Witt 
Talmage exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, we hav magnifi- 
cent church machinery in this country. We 
bav sixty thousand American ministers; we 
hav costly music; we hav great Sunday- 
schools, and yet I giv you the appalling sta- 
tistics that, in the last twenty-five years, the 
churches of God hav averaged less than two 
conversions a year each. There has been av 
average of four or five deaths in the churches. 
How soon, at this rate, will this world be 
brought to God? We gain two, we lose 
four. Eternal God, what will this come to?” 

The archbishop of York says, ‘‘ Infidelity, 
which was once confined to a small class of 
thinkers, seems now to be spreading every- 
where.” Bishop Gilmore writes, ** Religion 
is fast passing away; forms and faith are 
losing their hold on the hearts of the people ; 
Protestantism has run its course, and is now 
living on the past; it has no future; it is 
like the stately tree that has reached its end ; 
itisdyingatthetoporsplit into fragments, and 
it no longer controls the masses. The crowds 
that hasten to listen to a Beecher preaching a 
religion without Christ, and applaud an In. 
gersoll preaching bold and open Infidelity, 
tell in words that find no contradiction 
whither we are drifting.” I could giv other 
authorities, but the above is, I think, suf- 
cient. Rev. Mr. Hastings, one of the great- 
est of living theologians, has written a book 
deploring the spread of skepticism and In. 
fidelity, which I advise the editor of the 
Evangelist to read. 

I hav written a longer letter than J expected 
to, so I will write no more at preeent. Wish- 
ing you and the readers of the Corner much 
success, I remain, as ever, 

Fraternally, GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 


[The appreciation of the Childreu's Corner 
by our friend inspires us to new effort in our 
chosen field of labor. To hav aided, in ever 
so slight a degree, in the formation of prin- 
ciples of one exhibiting so high a character 
as George J. Remeburg is something of which 
anyone may be proud. In making the Corner 
what it is, great credit is due to our splendid 
corps of contributors, without whose helping 
hands we could do little. Our grateful 
thanks are due them all, and conspicuous 
&mong them we number our bright, brave 
friend Remsburg. Some time in the future, 
we feel confident, some one who has means 
will come forward and advance the necessary 
funds to enlarge our Children’s Corner toa 
Young People’s Paper. We can then hav 
more space to express and impress our 
thoughts upon the rising generation. No one 
can doubt the good work that such a journal 
could be capable of doing. If we can save 


| the children we save the nation —Ep. C. C.] 
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Bpiritualistio Hymns for 


Bosial and Various 
Public Occasions. 
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Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
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Theological Amendment and State Personality: 
By Jos. E. PECK. 
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DID MAN FALL? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden s Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
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L W. GROH, Author of ML the God 
By ISRAE of Israel the "True God? 
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The Candle From Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 

1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 

Price - - - - 5S0cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 
OF 
THE BIBLE. 


after the great benefactors of the r&ce. 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 
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OF THE CHUROH. 


J. E. REMSBURG. 
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BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


‘PROPOSITIONS, Theological Moral, His- 
144 torical, and Speculative, each proved af- ended, and Enjoined m y 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embudying the most the Bible. « 
e and striking self-contradictions of ine : 
so-called inspired word of God. By E. C. Wager. 


By W. H. BURR, Price, 15 cents. 10 centa. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. Hobyoaxre. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible Esther. 
By A. HoLyoake. 
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Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HoLroakE. 
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72 pager. 


Price, INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 


EXOHANGE. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
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Ingersoll o on McGlynn. 


32., 300. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R. G INGERSOLL. 
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ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLyoake. 
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LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, T1 -= 5 centa. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 
Price. -  -  10cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
Price nó m : " ar cents 


If You Take Away My Religion 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 


What Will You Give Me Instead? against the 
By MARTIN. Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, - - - 10 cents. Price, 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 
By Ce Pripun, 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandari 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 59 cents; cloth, $1. 
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By R. C. INGERSOLL. 
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THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
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{Is the God of Israel the True God? 
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Judges, and the New Testament. 


Price, 25 centa. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


WOMAN: Prorsst Against PERSEOUTION. 
$ By O. B. Wzrrronp, M.D. 
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By B. F. Unpzrwoop. MIRACLES 
Price, 10 cents. ` AND 
MATERIALISM: MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOR UPON By JOHN PECK. 
Soorrry. Price, . . 10 cents. 
By Dr. Lours BUGHNER, Author of “ Force and 
atter,” eto. THE 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 
Price, 30 cents. 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By OAs. StErHENson. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DHATH IMPROBABLE. 


By SALADIN. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 


Dead ? By L. R. Suita. 
By Sarapm. 10 cents. 
Prices - - .- 23 Cents. WHAT. LIBERALISM OF FERS IN 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
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WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP Gon? 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
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a eee, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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Each day and month of the year being named 


Cards; 11x14; printed on both nidan, 25 cents; on 


FALSE CLAIMS 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


EGONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A CowrzNp or THE Narurat Laws oF 


Science and Theology. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


Tele- 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WzsrBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By JOHN STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


rra C L 
A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
eussion. 

By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Socicty of Moral Phi. 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, Now York. 


Price, $1. 


—— eee 
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT, 


The Gospels, Epistles, cte., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in tho New Testament. 
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ASTRO-TIIEOLOGICAL . LECTURES. 
By Rev. Ron'r TAYLOR. 
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THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorongh Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. - 
By Pror. Lisprecut Unicu, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 


By George W. Brown, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 7 


i9 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
“Citatenr, Par Pigault.” í 
€c Brun, Doubts of Infidels, 


By ZEPA. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Antiquity aud Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Price, - - š . 


20 cents. 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 


By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Priee, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - : "MEET 


$2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rey. J. G. Fisi. 


Price, 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Suiking Self-Contradictions of the Biblo, 
and 152 Marvelous Oceurrenees. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - . 


$1.50. 


35 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na. 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


8vo, 600pp., price, $2.60. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Price, 36 cents. 


For all of the above books adress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER O 
a8 Lafavotte PL. RowYork. 


Truth Seeker Traots. 


Norr.—These'iracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions - for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whateveryou can for tracts, and. when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only, Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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Liberal Mlestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Untons and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Lect-. 
uresand discussions, The public cordially invited., 
SS 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey Bí. cor. Market 
at.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on. 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


a 
Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
moets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood gís.. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


nobi bed Ath DN 
The Secular Society of Kent, Q., 
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P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Beo. 


Penicabbsisshdm dn tah S ied 
The Minneapolis Secular Union 
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&ve.,Booms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis. 
Minn. J VF. MACOMBER,Pres.: LEROY '"BERBIERA He0! 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
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Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surru, Cor. Bec. 
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The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 P.w. in Grand Arm 
Walla Wall Washington, 
riginak 
A large val- 


Beats free and 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds, meetings oyery gunday evening t ae 
rand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture lowe: 
by debates. The public cordially invited. x 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


ird € Sunday in ae Tiborel reading Toon 
d M. iberals are cordi in- 
vited. F. V. DEAPER, Oor. Sec. td 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Meet 8 Picard t U 8 

ets every Sunday evening a nion Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A ial invi- 
tation is extended tò ali. Beats tres. net 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings zt Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner7th and Locust streets, 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

: FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


————————ÓÉÓÓ—————— 
Portsmouth, O., Secuiar Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
ali. Lectures, discussions, readings,- poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends frem abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 

ILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 pw. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Oor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 


eral Union 
Of Los. Angeles, Cal., meets gemí-monthly. first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 
Everybody invited, Mrs. R 
Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Rec. Sec. 


M. BERBA, 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
* Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. BICE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES BHEA, Seo. 


DR FELLOWS 


Is a regularly educated 
and legally qualified Phy. 
sician, and the most sus- 
cessful in his specialty as 
his practice will prove. 
Send 10 cts. for his **Pri- 
vate Counselor," a book 
for young and middleaged 
meu, suflerinug from tbat 
Life- Wasting Weakness 
as the result of youthful 
foliles, indescretions and 
excesses. It sets forth an 
External Application.~-A. 
POSITIVE CURE. The 
boek is worth many timer 
its cost, and should be ip 
ihe hands of those afilict- 
ed. 


SS AN 
SS HONEST STATEMENT. 
“Bimilar advertisements 
from unreliable practiti- 
- 9ners have been frequent- 
t ly assailed and exposed by 
the press, but Dr. FELLOWS stands foremost in his profes- 
sion, and it is safo to trust him.“— The National View: 


Address, 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


VINELAND, N.J. 


Inquiries are frequently received asking what 
we know about Dr. Fellows, of Vineland, N. J, 
First. we know that he is a reliable gentleman of 
rare professional skill, who has earned success by 
good work. Second; that he fulfills all his agree- 
ments tothe letter. Third, that he bas performed 
oures of hopeless esses that in the olden time his 
skill would bav been called miraculous. Fourth, 
and ee know him to be an honest man and & 


stanch Liberal.—The Better Way, 


THE TROTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 1 


i Jews a the | Weck. 


Tas Indians of the Sioux reservation in 
Souih Dakota are much xcited over the 
claims of a venerable medicin man who is 


developing himself, accord ng to their belief, : 
in‘o the messiah they hav so long expected. : 


He is ever one hundred years old, and has 
secured many believers. The nearness of the 
winter geason will, it is thought, prevent any 
trouble. 


CORNELIUS V ANDERBILT 
is pursuing Sunday- 
school work as a hobby 
with great energy. 


Rev. Taos. WILLIAM- 
son, of Markham, Ont., 
has fied after forging 
paper to the amount of 
$10,000. ; 


Tag New York Cen- 
tral railroad announces 
that it objects to its em- 
ployees being Knights 
of Labor. 


Tae managers of the 
shrine of Lourdes, 
France, hav got physi- 
cians to visit it and attest 
the miraculous cures 
. performed there. 


Ir is said that Dr. 
Justin Fulton will go to 
Montreal and there in the 
jaws of the enemy con- 
tinue his war on the 


AND . REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Bkeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the tims of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3: 
leather, $4; MOr., g- 8., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 L.fayeite Place, N. Y. 


TL PST 
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-Catholic church. 

AT Scranton, Pa., 
Anne Husaboe has re- 
covered $3,000 in a 
breach of promis suit 
against Rev. Peter 
Roberts. He had se- 


duced her, refused mar- 
riage, and denied repa- 
ration. 


1, 1 


890. 


: WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, |GODS AND RELIGIONS 
| lANOIENT AND MODERN TIMES, | ——— 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo,835pp. Voi. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pv. Cloth, $8 per vol.; the 
9 vols., $5; leatter, $7; mo- 
roceo, gilt edges. $8. 

: BYD.M.BENNETT. 
THE TRUTA SEEKER OO. 


ems of Thonght. 


How you cau overrun a country, climb any 
rampart, and carry any fortress, with an 
army òf alert thoughts—thoughts that send 
their bullets home to heaven’s door—with 
which you can take the whole world, with- 
out paying for it or robbing anybody. See, 
the conquering hero comer! You fail in 
your thoughts, or you prevail in your thoughts 
only. Provided you 
think well, the heavens 
falling, or the earth gap- 
ing. will be music for you 


to march by. No foe 


Can ever see you, or you 


NS 
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SEVERAL Japanese ed. 
itors hav been sentenced 


to four years’ imprison- 
ment for speaking dis- 
respectfully of the em- 
peror Jimmu, who, if he 
ever existed. lived about 
six hundred years ago. 


CATROLIO8 complain of. TENES 
the frequency of robberies o? churches at 

` Rome. The Church of St. Andrea delle 

Valle was recently robbed of 4,000 lire. 


FaiLURE of ccops has caused an exodus 
from western Kansas of farmers, mechanics, 
and laborers, who hav mortgaged all they 
owned and are now abandoning it. 


Ar Rome the Catholics are enraged at the 
production at the Theater Costanzi of an 
“impious drama” containing an ‘‘ indecent 
parody” of religious procession. 


Onz hundred and eighty Mormon elders 
and proselytes who arrived at New York from 
Europe on the 2d were met by Christian 
missionaries, who failed, however, to dissuade 
any. 

CARDINAL TasoHEREAU refused to attend 
an en'ertainmeat given Prince George of 
England during his visit to Canada, because 
he could not hav a place equal or superior to 
the prince. 


Rev. Jos. Borr, a Methodist minister of 
Tansboro, N. J., was assaulted on the night 
of the Ist by Rev. Robt. Rampas. The latter 
has disappeared, and with him the beaten 
man’s wife. 


Catsoxios in Italy lamentingly report to 
friends here that the determined efforts of 
their enemies are obliterating all sense of 
religion from the minds of the younger gen- 
eration of their lower and operativ class. 


At Rochester, N. Y., there is trouble over 
& young woman whose father is trying to 
keep her from convents, and priests who in- 
sist she shall enter them. The father recently 
dragged her from a convent by force. 


WonsmrPERS at St. Paul's cathedral, Lon- 
don, on the 28th ult., were shocked by a man 
killing himself in the midst of them. He 
left & letter saying that he would commit 
Suicide in the cathedral to destroy false 
Christianity. : 

On Sunday the 28th ult. one of the factions 
in the Lutheran church at Ogden, Mich., 
found the building in possession of the rival 
party, who had established a railing and 
picket lines, while the worshipers inside were 
armed with guns and bayonets. The factions 
hav previously had disgraceful rows over the 
possession of three churches of the neighbor- 
hood. 


A GREAT sensation has been caused in the 
public schools of Zanesville, O., by the re- 
fusal of the high school pupils to sing the 
** Venetian Boatman’s Song," containing an 
invocation to the Holy Virgin, which is a 
supplement to the music book in use in the 
schools. The music teacher is a Catholic, 
and twenty of the boys hav published a card 
jn the newspapers attacking her for her 
courses. The school principal was present 
with the teacher on the 2d and compelled the 
pupils to sing the song. A strong feeling 
has been aroused by the action. 


How gloriou 


MICHAL MAKETH A FEW SARCASTIC REMARKS. 


Then David returned to bless his household. An 
8 wag the king of Israel to-day, who uncovered himeelf t 
as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself.—2 Sam. 


‘Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German. loth, 12mo, 75pp. 
50 cts. 

The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im- 
moral.—Extract, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIOE, . . . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


ROMANIS M, 
DANGER AHEAD, 


The Resson Why & Good Roman Catholic |. 


Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 

Jt is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and areis rn aided York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

i 12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


HISTORY 


OF T 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, 33. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. ELD. 
Address THE TRUTH SREKER, 


him ; you cannot so much 
as think of him. Swords 
hav no edges, bullets no 
penetration, for such a 
contest. In your mind 
must bea liquor which 
will dissolve the world 
whenever it is dropped 
into it. There is no uni-. 
versal solvent ‘but this, 
and all things together 
cannot saturate it. It 
will hold the universe in 
solution, and yet be as 
translucent as ever. 
— Thoreau. 


A DISTINCTION was 
taken by Epictetus and 
other Stoics between 
things in our power and 
things not in our power. 
The things in our power 
arc our opinions and no. 
tions about objects, and 
all our affections, desires, 
and aversions ; the things 
not in our power are our 
bodies, wealth, honor, 
rank, authority, etc., and 
their  opposits. The 
practical application is 
this: wealth and high 
rank may not be in our 
power, but we hav the 
power to form an dea of 
these—namely, that they 


d Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to meet David, and said, 
o-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, 


vi, 20. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WATER OF LIFE. 


This is a newly discovered natural spring 
water, introduced here for the first time to 
the readers of Taz TRUTHS SEEKER, which 
has been making many wonderful cures, by 
8 thorough change of the fluids of the system. 
It contains chemical qualities which act upon 
the kidneys, bladder, liver, stomach, and 
bowels in à most favorable way to produce 
health. It will be of advantage to any per- 
son in bad health to send to the undersigned 
for a pamphlet giving certificates of cures and 
all necessury information concerning this re. 
markable remedy, Address J. R. PERRY, 
34 South Main street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


ee edo s et 
23d Ward ot the City of New York. 
FOR SALE 


On Easy Terms, 
A 12-ROGMED HOUSE 


With all the Modern Improvements, Electric 
Belis, Burglar Alarm, and *:eated by Steam, and 
about Four City Lots. Situated on high ground. 
Ohot:ce fruit. Oonvenient to care, schools, eto. Or 
WILL BE RENTED to a first. olaga family, 

Apply to JAMES W. PARSHALL, 
737 EAST 167TH &TREET, NEW YORK. 


are unimportant, whence 
the want of them will 
not grieve us. A still 
more pointed application 
is to death, whose force is 
en irely in the idea.— 
Bain's Moral Science. 


INTELLIGENOE is necessary fora free gov- 
ernment, 80 that ignorance remains a national 
menace. Men must know their rights so as 
to maintain them, and to not demand more 
than their rights. The ignorant are liable, 
on the one hand, to be oppressed by tyrants. 
and on the other to be led into extravagances 
by demagogs. For self-rule there must be 
self. culture ; and there should be intelligence 
enough in the masses to lead themselvs and 
not be led.— Bzerbower. 


Despotiem is the only form of government 
which may with safety to itself neglect the 
education of its infant poor.— Horsley 


Tax political and social conditions under 
which the people of the Roman states then 
[in 1831] lived could not hav been maintained 
anywhere in Christendom except by a govern- 
ment of priests. Only one-third of the soil 
was cultivated. The people were miserably 
poor. Employment was scarce and wages 
small. The country was overrun by brigands, 
whom government was powerless to restrain, 
The press was effectivly bridled ; literature 
and sciérce were discouraged. Vaccination 
was not permitted. Tuere was no education 
for the poor; and it was said that only one 
person in a thousand could read. Enterprise 
was repressed ; men lived hopelessly in that 
degraded position to which they had been 
born. When certain capitalists proposed to 
organize steam navigaticn between Rome and 
the chief towns of the gea-coast, the papal 
government withdrew its consent after the 
ships were contracted for. The origin and 
perpetuation of these evils are sufficiently ex. 
plained by the circumstance that there was in 
Rome one ecclesiastice for every ten families. 
— Mackenzies History of the Nineteenth Cent. 
Ury. 


WE appéal to the natural, not to the super- 
natura], for the accomplishment of our ends. 
It is with the modern civilization thus arising 
that Catholicism refuses to be reconciled. 
The papacy loudly proclaims ita inflexible re- 
pudiation of this state of affairs, and insists 
on & restoration of the medieval condition of 
things.— Prof. Draper. 


Tus area of prayer will gradually be nar. 
rowed, a8 men learn to trace results to nat- 
ural causes. They cease to ask God for 
things as fast as they learn nature’s laws. No 
one prays that the sun may rise or that the 
seasons may change; and men nre censing to 
pray for rain and wind and all other events, 
in proportion as they see that they are as in- 
evitable as the sunrise, or else can be directed 
by their own knowledge. Prayer 
has been the resort of Jaziness, and has often 
paralyzed efforts end lost the attainment of: 
desires, while the devout person was '* wait- 
ing on the Lord,” instead of using his best 
efforts for himself.— Robt. C. Adams, 


PLowina is hetter than praying.-—-/ngersoll, 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT 


Entered at the Post-Oftco at Now York, N. Y., as Second-cines Matter. 


Vol.17. No. 42. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. | New York, Saturday 
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October 18, 1890. } 28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 per yeas 


SUPERSTITION—GALILEO BEFORE THE CARDINAL. 


dates and Glipyings. 


Tuz vast majority of Queen Victoria’s sub- 
jects (139,000,000) are neither Protestants nor 
Catholics, but Hindoos, while the Mohammed 
ans, 40,000,000 in number, sre themselvs 
more numerous than the Protestants of all 
denominations ia the empire. 


Tux Mail and Hupress wants to abolish 
“ the solemn declaration or affirmation made 
by those who declare that they hav conscien- 
tious scruples against taking an oath, and hav 
the simple Christian oath administered to 
everyone.” Would it not be a good idea to 
turn the universe over to Shepard and let him 
run it for the benefit of bis religion? What’s 
the use of an almighty while Elliott is alive ? 


STATE'S ATTORNEY C. A. Works in his 
charge to the grand jury, which convened for 
the October term of the circuit court last 
week at Rockford, Ill, referred to the 
Charges made by press and people against the 
self-styled divinity, George Jacob Schwein- 
furth, and asked the body to investigate 
them. It is probable that an indictment will 
ibe found against Schweinfurth. The sheriff 
thas served papers on the dwellers in 
“ heaven ” to appear before the grand jury. 


Tae London Freethinker is anxiously in- 
quiring as to the whereabouts of the Rev. 
Dr. S. Wainwright, the president, and Mr. 
Alexander Scott, the secretary, of a Society 
for the Suppression of Blasphemous Litera- 
ture? Shortly after Mr. Foote’s trial in 1883 
these gentlemen wrote to the Times: ‘* We 


propose to get up cases, as our funds will 
allow, against Professor Huxley, Dr. Tyndall, 
Herbert Spencer, Swinburne, the author of 
'* Supernatural Religion,” the publishers of 
Mil's works, the publishers of Strauss’s 
works, Leslie Stephen, John Morley, the 
editor of the Jewish World, Dr. Martineau, 
and others, who by their writings hav sown 
widespread unbelief, and, in some cases, rank 
Atheism, in cultivated families.” Alas! ex- 
claims Mr. Foote, Messrs. Wainwright and 
Scott were not supported as they should hav 
been by a Christian world concerned for the 
defense of its faith. Otherwise we might 
hav by this time got rid of the Blasphemy 
laws. Weare not even aware that Messrs. 
Wainwright and Scott ever published a first 
list of subscriptions. 


Or the boycott on the Catholic Knight 
reported last week, the Philadelphia North 
American says: '* It is rather late in the era 
of civilization for any representativ of author- 
ity, in the church or out of it, to fancy. that 
he can control criticisms by using his infiu- 
ence to impair, or to interfere with, the busi- 
ness of his critics. That sort of thing is 
always a failure. So, without entering into 
any discussion of the deserving or lack of de- 
serving of the newspaper called the Catholic 
Knight, we will set it down as certain that 
Bishop Gilmour, of Cleveland, O., has made 
a great mistake in pronouncing a comprehen- 
siv boycott upon the editor who has offended 
him. Ifthe Knight is a readable and pop- 
ular journal, it will be. benefited rather than 
hurt by this sort of attack. And if it is hurt, 
the publisher has a mighty good chance to 


recover from his reverend censor 8 round 
sum in damages, for this is not the age when 
the law will sanction the redress of private 
grievance or of offense against church disci- 
plin by any such method as has been adopted 
by the eminent and holy man, who is living 
a couple of centuries too late.” 


Hory Jonn WANAMAKER'S city seems de- 
sirous of being ranked with Delaware and 
New Jersey. An item in the daily papers 
says: “I. N. Baker, private secretary to 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, has encountered 
some difficulties in his attempt to secure a 
suitable hall in Philadelphia for the colonel’s 
lecture on ‘ Art and Morality.’ The lecture is 
designed to be a testimonial benefit to Walt 
Whitman, and art and morality are to be dis- 
cussed, with the aged poet’s works as a text. 
When application was made to the author- 
ities of the Academy of Music, Secretary 
Bonnaffon, after communicating with Alfred 
G. Baker, president of the company, refused 
to let the Academy for this use, on the ground 
that Colonel Ingersoll could not be allowed 
to speak there. Mr. Baker then applied for 
the Union League Club annex, which Colonel 
Weidersheim declined to place at his disposal. 
Finally, Horticultural Hall was engaged and 
the lecture was arranged for October 81st. 
Alfred G. Baker said to-night that in the past 
few years Colonel Ingersoll’s agents had made 
a number of applications similar to this, and 
that they had all been declined. He added 
that it had been a principle of the Academy 
Company throughout his presidency that no 
person should use their property for the pur- 
pose of advocating Infidelity and Atheism." 


| Tax. Catholic State Central Committee of 


Wisconsin has issued a secret circular in the 
German and English languages, directed to 
the Catholic clergy and such ** good citizens ” 
as are willing to defeat a law of the legislature 
of Wisconsin favoring the free public non- 
sectarian schools, as follows: ‘Reverend Dear 


Sir: In view of the great importance of the . 


approaching fall elections, the undersigned 
Catholic Anti-Bennett Law State Central 
Committee respectfully asks your kind assist- 
ance in effecting a thorough organization of 
the Catholic voters of this state. In address- 
ing our reverend clergy, we deem it proper to 
assure you that we are deeply convinced of 
the importance of the co-action of the clergy. 
We herewith again declare our firm adherence 
to the famous protest of our right reverend 
bishops against this unnecessary, offensiv, 
and unjust law. Inorder to procure a repeal 
of this act, it is, however, necessary, first, 
that Hoard, this fanatical enemy of our 
parochia] schools, be defeated, and the Dem- 
ocratic ticket elected; second, that a safe 
majority for us be secured in the next legis- 
lature. To this end we ask your reverence 
to use your influence so that in caucuses in 
your parishes or missions, only such candi. 
dates will be placed in nomination as will 
pledge themselvs for the unconditional repeal 
of the Bennett law. We also ask you to 
furnish our committee with the names and 
addresses of several good citizens of your 
assembly district who would be willing to 
distribute pamphlets issued by our commit- 
tee, and generally to assist in the work 
necessary in your district for the above pur- 
| poses.” 
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Communications. 


The Christian's India Rubber God.—Concluded. 


There were cruelties practiced among the Mormons 
at which the most humane revolted. “Do you ac- 
cept Mormonism ss a whole?’ was asked them. 

“We do.” 

“ Then you accept it in all its paris.” 

This is true of the Bible. The moment it is ac- 
cepted as the word of God its cruelties, brutalities, 
and debaucheries are accepted, and pollute the clean 
chambers of the mind. 

‘A loving couple bad a child born to them, and be- 
fore it was a year old it died. Another came to bless 

: their home and it died also. Then they began to 
east about to find out what they had done to cause 
God to visit them with such sfflictions. They came 
to the conclusion that they had been ioo ardently 
attached to each other, and that between their love 
for each other and their strong attachment for their 
children, they had shut out God from their hearts. 
And until they allowed God to reign supreme in 
their affections, he never would allow a child of theirs 
to liv. Thus the Christian religion crushes out sll 
-the sweet juices of the human heart. 

What could be more monstrous than the idea that 
God would get so jesious of a mother's love that he 
would kill the object of her affections? Is it any 
wonder the human mind is so bemuddled when peo- 
ple read in a book which they believe to be the word 
of God, that he commanded his chosen people to 
butcher these innocents because somebody else had 
offended him? Oh, the cruelty of the Gods! Oh, 
the cruelty of the creeds based upon every system of 
supernatural religion. Every system of religion 
which clips the wings of thought and smothers down 
investigation is the cruelty of slavery in one form or 
another. l 

How often is it repeated by Christians that every 
thing is ordered for the best. When the wife and 
mother dies and leaves a family of small children, 
the minister tella the husband that he must not 
question the ways of providence. That if he could 
see through sil the plans of God, his seeming afilic- 
tion would prove a blessing in disguise, for he orders 
everything for the best, and “doeth all things well.” 
Is it any wonder that the world’s progress has been 
so slow, when designing men ean slabber over the 
people with such nonsensical drivel, and hav them 
accept it as the word of God? ; 

“Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow not 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns. Yet your 
heavenly father feedeth them." The meaning of 
this passage is that God is so good and considerate 
to his children that he will supply all their wants, 
even if they put forth no efforts to provide for them- 

selve. Practically this is as great a lie as ever was 
written, and one more direful in its consequences, if 
adhered to, was never uttered. A thorough belief in 
the statement would depopulate the globe as soon as 
the present supply would be consumed. The world 
ought to be thankful that all men treat it as s lie, 
whatever they may profess. 

Every Christian who plows s furrow admits it to 

. bealie. Every time he sows a handful of grain, he 
declares before the world that it is a lie. Whenever 
he gathers a sheaf of wheat and puts it into the barn, 
he shows that he believes it to be alie. There is no 
race or class of people who dares to treat this pas- 
sage as truth for s single year. 

Iam opposed to the Christian religion because it 
will not mind its own business. It is always trying 
to make everybody do as “I say.” It locks men up 
in prison because they hav away of their own. There 
are men in prison to-day, not because they hav in- 
jured anyone, but because they did not do as Chris- 

_ tiang dictated. It puts power into the hands of the 
few, and makes them proscriptiv and tyrannical, and 
reduces the many to a state of bondage. Ohristian- 
ity is not widely separated from a state ef lunacy. 
On every other subject the Christian may reason cor- 
rectly, but in regard to matters pertaining to his re- 
ligion he is insane. 

Whatever he may conceive to be pleasing to God, 
that he will do, although he may outrage humanity. 
He will visit the severest penalty upon an individual 
whom he believes to be the enemy of God. Women 
hav been whipped and dragged at the tail-end of 
carts, and men hav been imprisoned and burnt, not 
for cffenses which they had committed, but because 
Christians in their insanity believed they had of. 
fended God. The abominable laws of New England 
were not passed in the interest of society, but to make 
men do as Christians dictated, in regard to what they 


conceived to be the will of God. And judged by the 


character of those laws he is a tyrannical monster. 

It is strange that a man should get lost in his own 
house, but the circumstance has occurred many times. 
_A msn may become so bewildered that nota room, 
a door, or window is in its proper place. He starts 
in the night to go into a certain room and misses the 


door. He feels to the right when it is on his left; 
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| | door which he thinks opens into the right room, but 


it opens into the pantry. He is utterly confused. 
In regard to the rooms in the house he is insane. 
Upon every other subject his mind may beclear. He 
would cast up a column of figures or count money as 
accurately as ever. Ho is only insane in regard to the 
inside arrangement cf that house. ' i 

I know a woman who was lost in the village where 
she was born and brought up, and passed her own 
house twice. 

The streets were all reversed, the houses on the 
wrong side of the streets, and with mind bewildered 
she wandered about untila late hour. She left a 


atore and inadvertently turned in the wrong direc 


tion. She walked some distance before looking up, 
and then by some strange transformation differen: 
buildings were found upon her street from those she 
had seen before. And not until she had been taken 
back to the store which she had left, and started in 
the right direction, could her mind be cleared of the 
hallucination. 

From the time the woman left the store until her 
mistake was made known to her, she was insane to 
ail intents and purposes in regard to the village in 
which she was Jost. 

The scuteness of the most subtil mathematician, 
whose mind has been trained to make the nicest dis- 
tiactions, in such a cage avails nothing, though he is 
just as ahle to solve the most intricate mathematical 
problems as ever, yet in such cases a8 sited above he 
is insane. 

I hav, perhaps somewhat tediously, narrated the 
above instances of insanity occasioned by being lost, 
to show that such insanity arises from some mistake 
or misconception. In the case of the Christian the 
mistake and consequent insanity arise from a belief 
in s God which does not exist. 

In the first place he believes ins God which isa 
spirit, thet he is clothed with all power and krowl- 
edge, and that he designed everything from the 
beginning, and that he is merciful and good, and 
that all his requirements of men are Written down in 
& book. 

Starting wrong and believing himself to be right 
like one who is lost, it is impossible for him to reason 
correctly upon any subject with which he thinks his 
God has anything to do, and he becomes a mono- 
manisc. And like the woman who was lost in her 
own village, there is no way to dispel the hallucina- 
tion, only to conduct him back to where he made 
his first mistake, and show him, if possible, how it 
originated. 

In the first place, if the Christian could be induced 
to take into consideration all the different beliefs 
which hav been entertained first and last in regard 
to his God, he would see that none other than an 
India rubber God could be squeezed into all the dif- 
ferent shapes required by these beliefs. 

He believes that God is a spirit without body or 
parts, and that he created everything. Also that 
man has an immortal spirit, and that when a man 
dies his spirit livs on. Just imagin how the spirit of 
a man after he is dead could affect a solid rock. The 
spirit of a man could create the rock of Gibraltar as 
well as the spirit of God or any other spirit. 

Again, God designed everything. Then he 
designed the tornado as much as he did the gentle 
zephyr. Both are air in motion, but God has noth- 
ing to do with either. 

Heated air is lighter than cold air, and rises for 
the same reason that cork rises in water. When a 


| building burns, the heated sir mounts upward, and 


as there is an atmospheric pressure of fifteen pounds 
to the inch, the cold air rushes in to fill the place of 
the heated air which rises. 

Af the equator the sir is constantly being heated, 
and the cold air from the northern and southern 
regions is forced in to fill its place. Simply cause 
and effect—God has no more to do in this case than 
he has with the fire. The same cause produces the 
same effect. It is on s grander scale, that is all. 

Now I hav given a general idea of the course of 
wind, but the Christian may require me to explain 
every phenomenon in regard to it. I reply; I am un- 
able to doit. But it does not follow that God has 
any more to do with the operations of nature which 
I do not understand than he has with those which I 
do understand, and the help of his India rubber God 
is not required on account of my ignorance. 
` There can be no design where there is no designer. 
The phantom of design would wholly disappear, if 
Obristians would consider how their design argu- 
ments cross and annihilate each other. 
^ He designed the roots of a tree to hold it to the 
earth, and then designed a wind to blow it over. 
He designed certain animals to catch and devour 
certain other animale, and endowed the animals upon 
which they prey with faculties and cunning to 
escape. 

. “God is good." Yet he causes earthquakes and 
volcanos and tornadoes to destroy millions of human 
ives. PS 

-. “God is merciful.” Yet he has constituted one- 
half of the animal kingdom so that they are the nat- 


and gropes sround the room, and finally passes | ural food of the other half. 


through the door without knowing it. He finds a 


“God is benevolent.” Yet when he had the ar- 
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rangement of all things, he allowed ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of the human family to suffer the torments 
of an endless hell. 

The Ohristian is always harping about doing every- 
thing in the fear of God. Those men who do every- 
thing in the fear of God are the most dangerous 
men in the world. 

Thousands of men hav been murdered and other 
thousands tortured in the most inhuman manner by 
men who acted in the fear of the Lord. Women hav 
been whipped, men burnt snd banished, and all 
manner of outrages committed by men who feared 
God. Every officer who acts in the fear of this great 
indescribable nonentity will be influenced more by 
what he conceives to be the will of God than by the 
provisions of the Constitution, which he has sworn 
to support. 

Very recently we hav had decisions from judges 
on the bench who under the influence of this hallu- 
cination hav given decisions which outraged the 
principles of justice and liberty. Here is the clew 
to the persecutions of the Jews now going on in 
Russia. 

Such men are outside the pale of reason. They are 
sure they “ought to obey God rather than man.” 
What is the reason of men, they ask, compared to the 
wisdom of God? And their idea of the wisdom of 
God is derived from an old book, which represents 
God as commanding some of the most diabolical acts 
which ever darkened the pages of history. 

Reason is wasted on such fanatics.. How can men 
be convinced of wrong when they hav God’s word 
that they are right? Millions of men were slain in 
holy wars because it was believed that God sano- 
tioned the slaughter. 

But I hav pursued this subject far enough to show 
the cause of the Christian’s insanity, and to lead his 
mind back, if such a thing be possible, to the starting- 
point where he made his first great mistake, which 
so unbalanced his mind that he could not reason cor- 
rectly. 

To believe in a great God, the creator of all thinge, 
who holds in his hand the destiny of unnumbered 
worlds, when no such being exists, is a mistake so 
great that it is no wonder thet the minds of men are 
unbalanced, and many entirely reft of their reason. 

If this first great mistake could so unhinge the 
mind of a great man like Herbert W. Morris, A.M., 
who holds a professorship in a college, as I hav 
shown, is it any wondar that the common herd should 
be so far beyond the reach of reason? 

"These thoughts are not thrown out 80 much in the 
expectation of convincing Christians as to teach Lib- 
erals that the whole fabric of Christian superstition 
resis upon the God idea, and that this is the point 
upon which they must train their guns. And that 
the war will never cease until the great “Quaker gun” 
of God's power is captured. : 

Take away the God idea and persecutions would 
cease, and museums and public libraries and places 
of rational entertainment and amusement will be 
open on Sundays. 

Now, I hav tried to show in this article some of 
the inconsistencies of the Ohristian religion, and I 
hav tried to conduct the Christian back to the point 
where he made his great mistake and became con- 
fused, and I hope that he will not feel ungrateful for 
the service which I hav rendered him. But if he 
will not hearken to the voice of reason, and prefers 
darkness rather than light, and lunacy rather than 
reason, then he must submit to the shackles of eccle 
siastical tyranny and continue to manipulate his India 
rubber God, amen. Joan Prox. 

Naples, N. Y. 


P.S.—After I had finished the foregoing article, ag I 
supposed, my attention was called to a discussion 
between the Boston Herald and the Rochester Dem- 
ocrat and Chronicle. 

The Herald, in commenting upon the Wilkesbarre 
tornado and the late railroad disaster, remarked that 
the former was a dispensation of providence, while 
the latter was a result of a careless workman. 

The Chronicle replied that the “ careless workman 
might hav been a chosen instrument in carrying out 
a decree from on high.” 

Then Guiteau may hav been a “ chosen instrument ” 
in carrying out God’s decree. That is just what 
Guiteau claimed. This puts the Boston editor and 
the Rochester editor on the same level with Guiteau. 
The God ides makes lunatics of all alike. 

The man in Wisconsin who outraged a little girl 
and used a knife to accomplish his hellish design, 
and then cut her throat, may hav been another of. 
God's instruments to carry out some unseen benevo- 
lent design. 

If these men were God's agents, then all who had 
a hand in hanging them will land in that fiery region 
where the stoker sleepeth not. 

It beats all how, in their heaven-sent catastrophes, 
God deals out as heavy blows upon those who lisp 


‘his praises as he does upon the devil’s intimates. 


- In the destruction of the ancient cities God spared 
those only who were worthy to escape. If there ever 
was'an act of providence, this must be so construed. 
Old Mrs. Lot took a forbidden back squint, and got 
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her pay down-—spot eash, sali being God's legal 
tender. 

The angelice daughters, the special object of God's 
cara, got their father drunk and he became at once 
the father and the grandfather of his daughter's 
children. All the people of the cities of the plains 
were deatroyed, while these abandoned, drunken, in- 
cestuous wretches were spared. No doubt a great 
good, which the world has never been able to see, 
was accomplished, but who is able to interpret such 
acts of divine providence ? 

In the sweep of a tornado kind and tender mothers 
and innocent children are crushed by falling timbers, 
while drunken, vicious, gambling wretches are often 
spared. A vessel goes down with all on board; 
thirty thousand people perish by an earthquake. 
Entire cities are buried by a voleano, with young, 
old, good, bad, and indifferent, and yet these two 
great editors enter the “fistio ring" to hav a squab- 
ble over the unseen ways of providence. * 

Why, such a God is not worthy to preside over the 
lowest den in the vilest quarters of the most aban- 
doned city. 

Remember, this debate was not between two low- 
down Christians, but between two great newspaper 
editors. It must be evident to all that these men 
would nob make such stupid blunders in discussing 
any other subject. ; 

According to this theory, who knows but the man, 
whose real name I hav forgotten, but upon whose 
bloody career the story of Blue Beard was founded, 
who was known to hav murdered a hundred and 
forty children, was an instrument in the hand of 
God for some unseen purpose? 

Right on the heel of this Wilkesbarre providential 
tornado, another providentisl ghost appears. The 
Thousand Island Park House was discovered to bs 
on fire by & lot of young fellows playing carde. 
gd gave the timely alarm or all would hav per 
ished. : 

When lotteries and wheels of fortune and dice and 
race-horses and all manner of gambling devices 
become instruments in the hands of God, ho, Lib- 
eral, giv us your hand, let us all take a turn. 

Ta it not evident that all who believe in God as 
the supreme ruler of the universe are turned into 
crazy cranks? From the great Gladstone down 
through the Rev. Herbert W. Morris, A.M., and the 
newspaper: editors, to the lowest Oatholic in the 
ditch, they show themselvs to be lunatics whenever 
they broach the God idea. 

Is it not about time that this great embodiment of 
nothingness, which dwells nowhere and does nothing, 
was retired, and all of this fool talk about providen- 
tial dispensation “stamped out?” Has not the God 
idea had its day and produced its crop of idiots and 

‘lunatics? Should not every Liberal carry a sling and 
throw one stone af least at this Goliath of Cbristian 
superstition ? J.P 

— 9-4 —— —— ——— 


More About Robert Burns. 


To tae Eprron or Tux Trura Srzrkzs, Sir: In 
Tue Trots Seexer of September 20th, you hav 
an artiole—taken from the Agnostic Journal—by 
Robert A. Riddell, upon the question, “ Robert 

Burns, Was He a Christian 2?” ; 

' The writer thinks not, and givs some pretty good 
evidence for so believing. It would seem that a 
little additional evidence might be found in some of 
Burns's prose writings themselvs. Let us see. 


Whatever mitieates the woes, or increases the happiness 
of others, this is my criterion of goodness; and whatever 
injures society at large, or any individual in it, this is my 
measure of iniquity (From Letter 194, Juve 21, 1789). 


This is hardly “the language of Cainan," but 
sounds rather Ingersollian and abreast of modern 
Freethought. Again: 


Mankind are by nature benevolent creatures, except in a 
few scoundrelly instances. I do not think that avarice of 
the good things we chance to hav is born with us; but we 
are placed here amid so much nakedness, and hunger, and 
poverty, and want, that we are under a cursed necessity in 
studying selfishness in order that we may EXIST Still, 
there are in every age a few souls that all the wants. and 
woes of life cannot debase to selfishness or even to the 
necessary alloy. of caution and prudence. If ever I am in 
danger of vanity, it is when I contemplate myself on this 
side of my disposition and character. Iam no saint. I hav 
a whole host of follies and sins to answer for; but if I could 
—and I believe I do it as far as I can—I would wipe all tears 
from all eyes (Letter 215, March 2, 1790). 


That written in the light of Ohristian theology? 
Not much! But farther: 


All my fears and cares are of this world; if there is 
another, an honest man has nothing to fear from it. I hate 
a man that wishes to bea deist; but I fear every fair, un- 
prejudiced inquirer must, in some degree, be a skeptic. It 
is not that there are any very staggering arguments against 
the immortality of man; but, like electricity, phlogiston, 
etc., the subject is so involved in darkness that we want cata 
to go upon. 

One thing frightens me much. That we are to liv forever 
seems too good to be true! That we are to enter into new 
scenes Of existence, where, exempt from want and pain, we 
shall enjoy ourselvs and our friends without satiety or sepa- 
ration, how much should I be indebted to anyone who could 
fully assure me that this was certain! (Letter 214, Feb. 16, 


Small amount in this of “readivg one's.title clear 
to mansions in thg skies ”—sure. Oacé more: 


it pretty clever. 


stable legs to stand on. 


considerations did not enter into the case at ail. 


I now began to be known in the neighborhood as a maker 
of rhymes. The first of my poetic offspring that saw the 
light, was a burlesque lamentation on a quarrel between two 
reverend Calvinists; both of them dramatis persone in my 
Holy Fair. I had a notion myself that the piece had some 
merit; but to prevent the worst, I gave a copy of it to a 


friend, who was very fond of such things, and told him I 


could not guess who was the author of it, but that I thought 
ver. With a certain description of the clergy, 
as well as laity, it met with a roar of applause. Holy Willie's 


Prayer made its next appearance and alarmed ine Kirk. 
session so much, that they held several meetings to look 
over their spiritual artillery, if happily any of it might be 
eve against profane rhymers (From Burns's Autobiog- 
raphy). 


A SUBSCRIBER.. 


————— — $9. 9—— —-————— 
Puritanism and Slavery. 
Slavery in New Eagland has never baen a subject 


of discussion to which the modern New Eoglander has 
given a cordial welcome. 
it with any reasonableness at all, his proud melt 
satisfaction has found an easy refuge in the fact that 
while New England did hav slaves she had the moral 
courage to rid herself of the inhuman institution. 


When he hes discussed 


Much virtue has been assumed for the contrast thus 


offered to states in the South. The facts which Mr. 
Weeden, in his “History of New England,” brings 
out will searcely afford satisfaction to this pharissical 
condition of the New England mind. Hə never 
minces matters for New England's sake. 
the whole truth as he has found it,and this does not 


He tells ue 


leave professions of moral motiva in the matter very 
With his usual remorseless- 
ness in the presentation of facts, he shows that moral 
It 
was purely economic in its beginning, its growth, and 
its end, and almost the sole voiee in early colonial 
times that raised itself in behalf of a larger humanity 
was the voice of Judge Sewall. : 
Mr. Weeden begins his account of New England 


slavery with a frank statement that it was New 
England’s good fortune to hav a climate too harsh 


and s social system too simple to engender a good 
economic employment of black labor. The land’s 
simple industrial methods “ placed a natural barrier 
against an alien social system,” while the blacks soon 
dwindled in numbers or dropped out from “a life too 
severe for any but the hardiest and firmest-fibered 
races.” In all this there was no moral aversion to 
slavery as an inhuman institution. Even the Win- 
throps and other Puritans “asked and received In- 
dian eaptivs for slaves as freely as any partisan for 
loot or plunder,” while the righteous Cotton Mather 
himself “employed his black servant, showing as 
little regard for the rights of man as the Boston 
merchant or Narragansett planter.” That slavery 
remained a small factor in New England growth was 
due to no awakening of conscience, but to economic 
laws whioh “forbade its growth.” 

There is no lack of proof that the slave trade in 
New England began at an early period, and pre- 
vailed generally down to the Revolution. It was im- 
mensely forwarded bv New Eagiand rum, which, 
after 1728, displaced French brandies on that thirsty 
Gold Coast which eagerly accepted it in exchange for 
its ownchildren. Having enslaved Indians wherever 
they could, the New England settlers had no scruples 
about enslaving the negro after buying him with 
rum. George Downing, a nephew of Winthrop and 
a minister of the gospel, wrote to Winthrop from the 
West Indies: “If you go to Barbadoes, you will see 
8 flourishing island, many able men. I believe they 
hav bought this year no less than a thousand negroes, 
and the more they buy the better able they ara to 
buy, for in a year and a half they will earn (with 
God's blessing) as much as they cost.” No voice of 
conscience stepped in to help the New Englander 
withstand the temptation here placed before him. 
He could see nothing wrong in exchanging rum fer 
negroes, and then making the negroes his slaves. 
Governor Hopkins is cited as authority for the state- 
ment that Rhoda Island, for more than thirty years 
before 1764, had sent to the Gold Coast every year 
eighteen vessels laden with eighteen hundred hogs- 
heads of rum, while the vile commerce afforded £40,- 
000 every year for remittance from that colony to 
England. Mr. Weeden says the forefathers tried 
other goods than rum, but found they had slow sale 
on the Coast. One trader is recorded as having said 
he “repented a hundred times ye buying of these 
dry goods,” sinca rum would hav served him so 
much better in making exchange for blacks. 

` Mr. Weeden calmly says the New England fore- 
fathers are not to be ‘charged with any special pref- 
erences for that civilizing instrument over all the 
other resources of the two continents.” Their in- 
stincts ** were neither moral nor immoral ; they were 
simply economic." There existed in those times a 
certain respected and prosperous elder of the church 
who had uniform success in slave-trading. Healways 
returned thanks on the Sunday after a slaver arrived 
at Newport, that “an overruling providence had been 
pleased to bring to this land of freedom another 
eargo of benighted heathens to enjoy the blessing 
of a gospel dispensation.” Even Peter Faneuil, the 
rich and energetic merchant who gave Boston her 
Faneuil Hall, that prospectiv cradle of liberty, de- 
liberately planned a venture aimed at-African negroes, 


| and he owned one-half of it himself. But he did not 
liv to sse the ship with its cargo of twenty negroes 
sail back into Newport harbor one fine morning in 
April, 1748, after the ship's captain had been “ mar- 
dered on the Coast by the native whom he was per- 
suading £o acaspi ‘the biessing of a gospel dispensa- 
tion?” Oa arrival the vessel and cargo of slaves had 
to be Bold. Peter Fanenil’s brother appeared and 
recsived his due share of the proceeds as Peter's sd- 
ministrator and heir. For these twenty negroes 
£1,644 in all were obtained, and among the purchas: — 
ers were men with names now honorable in New 

England annals. 


to 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The Fresthinkers of Gsrmany hav mat with a se- 
rious misfortune in the decease of Siaff Physician 
Dr. Heinrich Oidimsnn. The doctor was one of 
those rare individuals who deem moral honesty and 
courage of greater value than the almighty dollar.— 
Das Menschenthum, 


‘In Sweden there ara employed by the state church 
2264 ministers, who receive in salaries 6 000,000 
crowns. If we add arohdeacons and bishops the 
yearly budget of the church is about 7,570,000 
crowrs, but besides this the church possesses propartv 
(not taxed, of course) to a taxation value of 58,720,995 
crowns. The number of children attending Sunday- 
school is 24,000. Osrtainly there is need of Fres- 
thought and Freethinkers in S vedon. 


It is all right to teach modern science in a univer. 
sity, bub when one liva in Austria, and does noi 
know any better than to giv popular scientific lect. 
ures on “The Truth of Nature as a Means to the 
Development of Humanity” and’ on “God, His 
Daeda and Writings Scientifically Considered,” tren 
one deserves to share the fate dealt out to the 
seventy-year-old professor, Dr. Bruhl, who has been 
indicted for blasphemy contained in the above-named 
lectures.—De Dageraad. 


Somebody is always annoying his holiness in the 
Vatican. First Freethinkers placed a statue of 
Bruno in front of his windows, and now the munici- 
pality of Florence, Italy, has decided to turn the 
Santa Croce church into a pantheon, and s beginning 
has basen made by placing a marble tablet bearing 
the name of the Freethinker Garibaldi and commem- 
orating his deeds. These F'reethinkers never care 
whether or not they hurt the feslings of an infallible 
Christian —Viewws van den Dag. 


Tha clergy and the students of theology in Swe- 
dan hav not yet comprehended what danger there is 
in engaging in a publie debate with an educated Free- 
thinker. Every now and then we read in Fritänka- 
ren of a “ would-ba” debate, and of course tha result 
is always the same—a defeat of the defender of Mr. 
Jehovah. While Mr. Lennstrand is lecturing, debst- 
ing, and organizing in east and central Sweden, Mr. 
Bergheli is doing good workin Skaane and Blekinge, 
where, especially in the city of Malmo, he is sup- 
ported by the Liberal Unitarian Society there, under 
the leadership of Mr. Axel Danielson. 


According to the law of Ost. 30, 1886, lay brothers 
as well as members of religious orders are forbidden 
to teach in the publie schools of France. The oler- 
ical party in the French chamber succeeded in adding 
an amendment to the bill providing that the dis- 
charge of clerical teachers should not be sudden; as- 
cordingly a provision adding a period of five years 
before the final expulsion of the clergy was agreed 
upon. It is interesting to note thai already in the 
third division of the public schools, the elementary 
schools, to children between nine and ten years of 
age branches like sthies and “ duties of a citizen” 
are taught. In the schools which hav dispensed 
with tha service of clericals the average standard of 
knowledge of the children is greater than in those 
managed by the clergy. 


Two new instances of bigotry exhibited by Ger- 
man authorities, evidently to please “der kaiser,” 
hav come to our notics. Ia Wreireligisses-Sonntags- 
Blatt, Dr. Voelkel informs the readers of his journal 
that he was invited by the Fres Raligious Society 
of Erfurt to inaugurate the Sunday-school meeting. 
Everything was in order, when at the eleventh hour 
F. Brandt, the president of the society, was notified 
that he was liable to a fine of $50 or four days’ impris- 
oument if the meeting took place. Complaints against 
the mayor for unlawful proceedings were immediately 
made to the chief authority, and the government. 
The other instance of official bigotry was at Nien- 
burg. Here the mayor had given a permit to deliver 
a lecture, when he suddenly, and only a few hours 
before the beginning of the lecture, recalled his per- 
mission, owing to instruction received by him from 
his superior. Who this latter bigot was we do not 
know—-a fact much to be regretted, for the name of 
every Christian who uses his official power to peras- 
cute Freethinkers ought to be held up to public 
scorn. ES AR Gustave NELSON. 
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The American Secular Union Congress. 


In regard to railroad fares to the Portsmouth 


Congress we would ask our friends to note specially 
what we giv below. ` 

We called attention last week to the fact that Mr. 
A. M. Freeman, of Chicago, had succeeded in obtain- 
ing a round trip ticket from that city for the Ports- 
mouth Congress for $1475. We understand thsi 
he hag now succeeded in obtaining a slight further 
reduction; and we would recommend all our 
Chicago friends, whether delegates or otherwise, to 
apply to Mr. A. M. Freeman, 402 West Madison 
street, Chicago, IlL, before purchasing their tickets. 


As mentioned last week, the Eastern, Central, snd |. 


Southern lines (the Western Passenger Asscciation 
has declined to enter the poo!) will grant us a reduc- 
tion of two-thirds the regular first-class fare on cur 
homeward tickets, provided we comply with the fol- 
lowing conditions: 

1. Each person desiring the reduction must purchase a 


first-class ticket to Portsmouth, O., for which he will pay 


the regular fare; and upon request, the ticket agent will, at 
the time he buys the ticket, giv him a printed certificate of 


purchase, properly filled out and signed by said ticket 


agent. 
2. If through tickets cannot be procured at the starting. 


point, the traveler must purchase to the most convenient 
point where through tickets can be obtained. and repurchase 


through to Portsmouth, requesting a certificate from the 
ticket agent at the point where repurchase is made. 

3. Tickets for the return journey will be sold, by the ticket 
agent at Portsmouth, O., at one-third the highest limited 
fare, only to those holding certificates (referred to above) 
signed by the ticket agent at the point where through ticket 
to Portsmouth was purchased, and countersigned by Ida C. 

Craddock, secretary of the American Secular Union, certi- 
fying that the holder has been in regular attendance at the 
Portsmouth Congress. 

4. It is absolutely necessary that such a certificate be pro- 
cured by each traveler, as it proves that full fare has been 
paid for the journey to Portsmouth, and that the purchaser 
is therefore entitled to the excursion fare returning. It will 
also determin the route via which the ticket for the return 
journey should be issued. _ 

5. Oa some of the roads, tickets for return journey will 
be furnished only on certificates procured not more tban 
three days before the meeting assembles, nor later than tùree 
days after the commencement of the meeting, and will be 
available for continuous passage only; no stop-over privi. 

` leges being allowed on tickets sold at less than full fares. 
Certificates will not be honored unless presented within 
three days after the date of the adjournment of the Congress. 

6. Ticket agents will be instructed that the excursion 
fares will not be available unless the holders of certificates 
are properly identified, as above described, by Ida C. Crad- 
dock, secretary of the American Secular Union, on the cer- 
tificate. 

T. These certificates are not transferable. 

8. The reduction on return journey will apply only to the 
point at which a traveler’s through ticket was purchased to 
Portamouth on his way to the Congress. 

9. (Very important.) NO REFUND OF FARE WILL 
BE MADE ON ANY ACCOUNT WHATEVER BECAUSE 
OF FAILURE ON YOUR PART TO OBTAIN A CERTIF- 
ICATE. Should you neglect to obtain a certificate as the 
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vania railroad at 5 emu; Philadelphia, 7:40 r.m; Bal- 
timore, 9.55 pu; Wasinngton, 11:10 P m.. and reaches 
Portsmouth at 2.30 pm. next day. Friends may 
either carry their own lunches, or procure meals in 
the dining-car at $1 per meal. This is the 
only trsin carrying a dining-car through between 
New York and Portsmouth without change. 
The entire train is heated with steam, and is 
lighted with electria lights, individual electric lamps 
being provided for any passenger who may desire 
one at his seat or in his birth. The road winds 
through some of the most picturesque scenery to be 
had anywhere among the Alleghanies. At 6:45 next 
morning, we arrive at White Sulphur Springs, that 
famous aristocratic resort of the “F. F. V.’a” (first 
families of Virginia), situated in an undulating valley 
surrounded by mountains. The medicinal virtues of 
these springs ara world-renowned, and hav been 
known and tested since 1788. Further on, we come 
into the Greenbrier valley, where the picturesque 
stream which givs the valley its name flows tranquilly 
along over a bed of slate. At Kanawha Falls, which 


we reach about 10:30, the scenery is wild and rugged 


in the extreme. ‘The broad river,” writes an east- 
bound traveler, “sweeps majestically down over the 
rocks, and on both sides of you tower verdure-clad 
walls that are broken here and there with frowning 
masses of rock. Past the Hawks Nest, or under it, 
the train rushes, carrying you into the wild, rugged 
defiles made by the New river, as it cuts its narrow 
pathway through the solid rock. "There is no wilder 
or more picturesque scenery in America than that 
along the banks of the little stream which goes roar- 
ing and plunging over its stony course many feet 
below you.” Later on we enter the beautiful valley 
of the Ohio, with its alternating fertil farms and busy 
manufacturing towne, and at 2:30 in the afternoon 
we find ourselva at Portsmouth. 

While it would of course be desirable, as a matter 


of social pleasure, that all our friends journey to 


Portsmouth on the same train, it is not at all obliga- 
tory. They can go individually on whatever train 
suits them best, and still be entitled to the reduc- 
tion, provided they comply with the conditions re- 
garding certificates, given above. Coming home, it 
is hoped that as many as possible will return on the 
one train, so that we may hav a fraternal jubilation 
and 8 good time generally—as well as more leisure 
than is likely to obtain at the Congress for over- 
ak discussions of ways and means of extending our 
work. 

We trust that our friends everywhere, and es- 
pecially to the north and east of Philadelphia, can 
manage to come this way, so that we can hav a 
pleasant social journey homeward. 

Tn response to an invitation which we extended to 
the editors of the American Sentinel and to the offi- 
cers Of the National Religious Liberty Association, 
we are happy to announce that we may expect to hav 
the pleasure of an address from Prof. J. O. Corliss, 
corresponding secretary of the latter. We need not 
remind our friends how persistently the above organ- 
izations are protesting against Sunday Jaws, and, in 
fact, against the whole scheme of the National Re- 
form party. It is true that the American Sentinel 
and the National Religious Liberty Association are 
swayed by different motivs from ourselvs. They ob- 
serve Saturday as a Sabbath, although they would 
not enforce its observance upon others. Their 
impeiling motiv is to uphold their Christian doctrins, 
while ours is to uphold the principles of Freethought. 
But, in the matter of total separation of church and 


state, we stand shoulder to shoulder. Why should 


we not, therefore, join forces?. Our constitution 


provides for the admission of societies auxiliary to 
the American Secular Union, where they pledge 
themselves to uphold the Nine Demands and to 
ecoperate with us; and it leaves them perfectly free 


otherwise. 


practical union of church and stats that all those 
holding the great variety of Ohristian creeds are 
unitedly striving toaccomplish? If those Christians 
who are so wide apart in opinions, about which they 
hav differed and quarreled so much and so long, can 
unite on the main question, why will not those who 
profess to be more consistent and liberal in iheir 
views, do the same, and do it with an energy and. 
hearty good will that will tell, and prevent what may 
prove in the near future & calamity to our nation and 
the world? 

Why stand we here idle? Why are so many ap- 
parently indifferent in this matter, that they geom to 
think of vital importance? Why remain inactiv till 
our chains are forged and riveted? i 

Turn to the history of the past and see what 
religious fanaticism has done, and from the efforts 
now being made, learn what the future may hav in 
store. “ Hiatory repeats itself,” is a maxim that it 
is well to remember in this as well as many other 
things. What humanity has suffered in the past on 
account of opinions held pertaining to religious be- 
lief, should induce those who believe in perfect free- 
dom and equality before the law, to be up and doing 
to make secure and permanent the right of each and 
all to hold and express without fear or favor such 
opinions in regard to matters pertaining to creation, 
deity, immortality, a future life, its rewards, punish- 
ments, etc., as each individual may think most reason- 
able, truthful, and best for his or her enjoyment both 
here and hereafter. Providing always, that such 
opinions, held and expressed, do not tand to make 
those holding them law-breakers and bad citizens 
generally, and cause them to deny to others legiti- 
mate rights that they claim for themselvs. 

For these as well as many other reasons too nu- 
merous to mention here and now, let all Freethink- 
ers, although they may differ radically on many 
points, respond liberally to the grand appeal for 
union and material aid, recently made by Miss Ida 
©. Oraddock, secretary of the Secular Union, so that 
the convention at Portsmouth, O., may be a great 
success as to numbers attending, and also the influence 
it will exert in promoting the cause of independent 
Freethought and cementing in bonds of fraternal 
brotherhood, not only all F'reethinkers, but all man- 
kind, to the end that good words and works may 
predominate and all our people be willing to concede 
to others the right to hold opinions and beliefs of a 
different nature on all matters of a political, social, 
and religious nature, and be respected and protected 
therein, so long as those opinions do not counsel, 
advise, or hav a tendency to lead to acts contrary to 
law and good order in society. Always conceding 
the right of everyone on al] matters of difference to 
appeal to the people generally, and our law-makers 
especially, for redress of grievances in all legal and 
legitimate weys. Converse CLosk. 

Grattan, Mich., Ost. 8, 1890. 

eo 


Campaigning in Washington. 


I was at Nooksack City, Whatcom county, Sep- 
tember 6th, 7th, and 8th. The question is frequently 
asked, “ Why are there so many more Liberals West 
than in the East?" First, because the people who. 
sell out and come West leave old associations, climb 
out of their old ruts and evolute out cf fogyism, 
come prepared for new scenes, new associations, and 
are wiling to adopt new ideas, new methods, and 
soon fall into line and keep step with the onward 
merch of Liberalism and progress. Secondly, be- 
cause the ambition and effort to make the place of 
their new home grow and prosper expands their 
views, enlarges alike their hearts and intellect. 
Their daily lives are filled with hope, energy, ambi- 
tion; success affords them confidence; they find 
happiness in aiding, helping each other. They think 
for themselvs, cast off old fables, fears, and faiths, 
become sturdily independent and acquire the cour- 


Whether the National Religious Liberty Associa- 
tion will see its way clear to becoming such an aux- 
iliary to the American Secular Union, remains to be 
seen. At all events, we bespeak for Professor Cor- 
liss and for what he has to say to us a cordial wel- 
come from all true Liberals. In union is strength. 
Acd, since his association and ours are working 
toward the same end—religious liberty—it does 
seem as though we ought to help each other, how- 
ever Our respectiv isms may differ. 

. Iva O. Crappoox, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Ost. 13, 1890. 

—M—————3———————— 
The Convention of the American Secular Union. 


. Having for more than fifty years been a believer 
in the principles of the American Secular Union, and 
an humble worker in the ranks of Freethought, I am 
constrained to write a few lines to induce all those 
who claim to be Liberals in matters pertaining to re- 
ligious opinions to unite in helping the president. 
secretary, and directors of the Union to make the 
coming convention at Portsmouth, O., a success 
beyond any previously held. 

Is there any good legitimate reason why all those 
holding the many different views of Liberal Free- 
thought should not unite in efforts to prevent the 


above conditions provide, you will be obliged t 
fare both ways. k y ged to pay full 


10. Last, but not least, it is recommended that those who 
wish to obtain certificates shall arrange to be at the ticket 
office a half-hour before trains start, in order to receive 
proper attention from the ticket agent. 

From Philadelphia, the Chesapeake and Ohio rail- 
read ( eaving Broad street station) giv us a rate of 
$15 50 first-class fare to Portsmouth, and one-third 
returning, which wil bring the amount cf round. 
trip ticket within $21. From New York city, the 
fare will be $16 going to Portsmouth, and one-third 
returning ; and those of our frienda who start from 
New York are requested to call at the office of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Oo., 362 Broadway, to 
prosure tickets. 

Our friends will please bear in mind that, in order 
to secure the above reductions in fare, they must be 
certain to provide themselva with duly signed and 
countersigned certificates, as given above. No stop- 
over tickets will be allowed for Philadelphia or other 

intermediate points. Friends desiring to remain 
over in Philadelphia, either going or returning, will 
hav to pay regular fare between New York and Phil- 
adelphia, and repurchase ticket on which reduction 
is to be allowed in Philadelphia. 
A vestibule train leaves New York via Penngyl- 


age of their convictions, 

There are s0 many things which make life worth 
living here which are wanting in the Hast. Eager, 
hustling, energetic people come together; strangers 
tske each other on trust, all willing to help each 
other, for all hav a common bond of union in the 
ardent desire to see their town rival the biggest city 
of the state. Everything has to be started from the 
ground up—astreets opened, bridges built, schools 
established. All the framework of modern society, 
with its marvelous inventions for comfort and con- 
venience, must be set up, and in this work there is 
well-paid labor for all, and a wids opening for pub- 
lio spirit, push, enterprise, and speculation. Every- 
one is exceedingly busy and exceedingly happy, be- 
cause exceedingly hopeful. The erection of each 
new building, every new store, manufactory, or en- 
lerprise, is a personal matter of interest and rejoic- 
ing. The embryo city in the midst of immense for- 
est to-day all believe is destined to be a great 
metropolis, and their wishes and will power giv 
fruition to their hopes. The forests are cleared and 
converted into ranches, farms, and orchards. Oity 
lots arein demand. The live, wide-awake newspaper, 
water works, sewage, electric lights and electric 
street-cars, school-houseg, opera house, and literary 


society are successfully started, and all being inter. 
ested help to segure their success. This ambition. 
thia spirit of hustling, go cheracteristio of the West, is 
very contagious. The “tenderfoot” is, if of any 
account, gure to catch the spirit of energy and 
progress. : 

‘Only a few montha ago, when I visited Roeder for 
the first time, I was told thera was a town site 
located in the woods about three miles from there 
It was on a plateau six feet above the level of the 
surrounding rivers, lying between the Nooksack and 
Sumas, and they hed named the place Nooksack City. 
It was in the midst of virgin forest. To people of 
the East the wild woods, with gigantic trees six to 
twenty fost in diameter, towering from three to four 
hundred feet high, with dense undergrowth and 
blown-down trees piled in places six to ten feet deep 
—the transformation of this in a few short months 
into a thriving, bustling town, with graded avenues, 
$1 200 hotel, stores, sohool-houses, halls, ete., seems 
incredible; yet all over this Puget sound country 
these magical transformations are taking place. 
Nooksack City is only one instance. Already it has 
secured admirable railrond facilities. That represent- 
ativ young Western hustler and sound Liberal, Joseph 
E. Leader, writes me: “Our new railroad depot is 
now well under way. Street grading has again 
started. Two more large, very handsome residences 
and another church are begun. The rails are being 
laid on the track; everything is hustling and lively." 

I delivered thres lectures at Nooksack Oity at the 
cost and responsibility of Jos. E. Leader. T found 
there was quite a Liberal element. D. E. Rice, of 
Roeder, ever ready to help in every good work, 
brought a jolly big load of genuin Liberals from 
Roedar, who gave zest and interest to the occasion. 
The following extract from a letter of Mr. Jos. E. 
Leader is the bast testimony of the results of the lect- 
ures: “I beer that the Presbyterians are starting 
preparations for a revival meeting to counteract the 
effscts of the wave of Infidelity that is sweeping 
over the plase. They hope by this means to coun- 
teract the influence of your lectures, and the Lib- 
eral literature you distributed. I am satisfied that 
we will bs able to organizs with a membership of 
over ten of our very best citizens by the next time 
you come." 

Here are splendid opportunities for settlers. The 
country surrounding Nooksack Oity—in fact, nearly 
the whole of Whatcom county—is unsurpassed for 
farming, the average yield per acre being: hops, 
2500 pounds; barley, 100 bushels; wheat, 35 
bushels; potatoes. 400 bushels; mangel wurzels, 40 
tons ; rutabagoes, 50 tons. Failure of fruit crops in 
Whatcom county has never yet occurred. The bot 
tom lands provide abundance of richest pasture, and 
milk is in demand in the trinity cities at ten cents 
per quart. . 

I was at Whatcom September 12:h, 133, and 
14th, the oldest of the three cities of Bellingham 
bay. Sehome and Whatcom hav grown together, 
and dwellings are reaching out and extending clear 
to Fairhaven. All three will be one; only the ques- 
tion of a name delays the union. Boomed additions 
are always to be closely examined, for even in Wash- 
ington there are bad spots. It does not do to take 
all advertisments at par, as will be seen from the 
following extract from the Whatcom Reveille - 


The indiscriminate platting of any land in the county that 
will make a good showing on a map is injurious to a county. 
There is an addition to Whatcom that is a howling swamp. 
There is one to Fairhaven on Lake Samish that is an echoing 
rock pile. A- house would hav to be chained to the side of 
the mountain to be situated on one addition. A man might 
fall from the topmost lot and drop into the water, a quarter 
of a mile below. The birds play hide-and-seek in the clouds 
that cling to the streets. In the Whatcom swamp the 
screams of the panther and the hoot of the owl make cease- 
Jess music. The exhalations rise from its boulevards and 
streets whenever the sun shines. To look at the property 


is to wet your feet. To liv on it is to put on the white robes 


of immortality. To buy lots in either addition is to lose 
faith in humanity, and to question the goodness of provi- 
dence. 


Polities, union of the cities bonding to build roads, 
cities, ete., distract attention from Liberal work, yet 
in each of the three cities there are large numbers 
of Liberals. Once thay could be aroused from their 
apathy, and realize the need of practical organization, 
a live and powerful local Sscular Union could be 
established. 

Under that able, life-long Liberal and successful 
promoter of the interests of Whatcom, John T. 
Collins, I delivered three lectures at the Opera House 
to good attendance and interest, and hav the assur- 
ance of Friend Collins and his good partner, Wm. 
Powell,that they will speedily garner in a goodly 
number of Liberals as members of the Washington 
Secular Union, and * Collins and Powell" are a firm 
known ali over the sound country as never failing of 
success in any enterprise they undertake. 

I enjoyed my visit very much; the kindness and 
hospitality of the friends at Whatcom cannot be 
surpassed, and I am eager for the delight of again 
visiting them. O. B. Reynoxps, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 

2104 Sixth street, Seattle, Wash. 
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Rabbi Friedlander. 


No wonder that the publie feeling, from Dan even 
unto Beersheba, has been shocked at the Brooklyn 
phenomenon—the persecution of Jews by Jews! We 
would hav thought that nearly eighteen hundred 
years of cruelty, practiced by the Ohristians upon 
the Jews, on account of their religion, so severe and 
go long continued as to change their national charae- 
ter from an agricultural to a mercantil, or money- 
making one, would hav rcoted out all desire 
to punish any man for his religious opinions. But 
in the Brooklyn case we hav a new and glaring 
proof that the disposition of religion to persecute is 
as inherent and ineradienble es the liking for blood 
is in the nature of a tiger. The intense feeling of 
brotherhood among the Jews has always been one of 
their chief and beautiful characteristics. Even the 
love between the sexes of the human family bas not 
been strong enough, except in a very few instances, 
to overcome the exclusiv partiality of the Jews for 
their own Abrahamitis blood, end their refusal to 
marry among the gentiles. But the sentiment of 
religion which the whole human race has inherited 
from ancestors who lived millions of years ego, when 
their ignorance of natural phenomena was nearly as 
total as that of their brutal congeners; and when 
the mean feeling of fear, resulting from ignorance, 
was wrought into the warp and woof cf their charac- 
ter by the foree of countless thousands of years— 
I say this sentiment in the case of Rabbi Friediander 
and his backers has proved itself to be stronger 
than the attachments of blood and race. The rabbi, 
no doubt, is by nature an amiable man, but his relig- 
ion has transformed him into a persecutor, and that 
of his own brethren. His interpolation of words 
into the document he undertook to interpret for the 
publie, was a case of clear forgery and counterfeiting, 
seemingly to exasperate the people, and to get up a 
panic which was likely to end in murder. A Method- 
ist minister, Rev. Mr. Da Ford, was recently ar- 
rested and sent to jail in Milwaukee for altering a 
bank bill from a low to a higher denomination. 
The robbery contemplated by passing ib upon ignzo- 
rant people amounted to only ien or twenty dollars, 
but his punishment, if convieted, will bea term of 
some years’ imprisonment in the penitentiary with 
hard labor. Yet here are criminal interpolations in an 
important document by Rabbi Friedlander, which 
injure his fellow-men a thousand times more than 
the Methodist did by his form of forgery and coun- 
terfeiting. What could prompt him to commit such 
crime and outrage? It was his religion, not hia lack 
of religion. Ii overrode all his fine instincts of 
justice, honor, and mercy, and msde him an un- 
acrupulous knave and persecutor. If he had exer 
eised his talent for interpolation upon a five-dollar 
bill, he would hav to sccompany his Christian 
brother, DeFord, to prison, as too dangerous a char- 
acter to be turned loose upon society sgain. But 
he will probably not go to prison, and perhaps not 
blush at his conduct; for thousands of the clergy 
would do as he did, and feel that they were doing 
God’s service. 

Now, Mr. Editor, my object in this note is to ask 
the attention of your readers to this new Brooklyn 
proof and illustration of the fact that, essentially, 
though not in form, the sentiment called religion is 
the same yesterday, to day, and forever among all 
nations and races of people; and that the human 
race as a whole never will be civilized until this 
deadly element is completely eliminated from its 
character, and men are taught to govern themselvs 
by the code of natural morais, which never changes 
its complexion to suit the changing times and opin- 
ions. How pitiable, then, is it to see so many pec 
ple who repudiste the dogmas and spirit of the 
orthodox church, running after the Jack.o-lanterns 
of the day in search of a religion that will not 
persecute; that is to ssy, the “real,” “ pure,” 
“genuin” fire thet always keeps cool, and will 
never burn. A. B. BRADFORD. 

Enon Valley, Pa., Oct. 7, 1890. 

— i 8 — 
The Schweitzer Tomato. 
George Macdonald in San Francisco Freethought. 

“Listen, and I will relate to you my life’s history, 
and the horrible tale of it, for it is very, very horrible. 
Youobserve that I stand while speaking. When you 
hav heard my story you will not wonder that I do 
not sit. I see that you hav recognized me. I am 
Podsnap. 

“Iam the son of a wealthy maiden lady. I was 
born young. When I think of my extreme youth at 
that time and cf my indiscretions I reslize the truth 
of the words spoken nineteen hundred years ago, 
* He that is born of woman hes experienced his first 
misfortune.’ You do noi see ihe bearing of these 
details. Neither do I. 

“T lived a bachelor life till the age of thirty. I 
believed myself moral, but I was not. I played 
fifteen-ball pool for the drinks, for which my wealth 
enabled me to pay when I was stuck. Oace I sai in 
a game of penny ante, and lost forty five cents.” 

The speaker paused, overcome by emotion, but 
recovering himself, resumed in & harsh, hollow voice : 

* 
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“From the window of my room I could look out 
upon the backyard containing clotheslines. One day 
I saw a woman hanging out her wash. She had 
clothespins between her teeth, and used them to 
fasten a pair of striped stockings to the line. I was 
caught by a pair of striped stockings. The wiud in- 
flated the stockings, and I was insane. I was asa New - 
England poet in the presence of pie. I married the 
woman and saw the stockings when she had them on. 
They were not as full as when inflated by the wind. 
Young man, marriage is a disappointment and & 
sham. All married men know this, but will not con- 
fess it. 

“The honeymoon was a cheat. The nights were 
too short. After we were married my wife did no 
more washing; I told her that work was necessary 
to her health, but she shuffled and evaded the ques- 
tion by pleading that she was quite robust. When 
I insisted she wiped the floor with me. Ah, the 
horrible sensation! The idea that work is necessary 
to muscular development is a lie. 

“We had children—that is, my wife did. You 
may hav children ; if not, your wife may hav. The 
shiidren were a source of contention, because each of 
us insisted that the other was responsible for them. 
But I know that except for her I should hav been 
childless. 

* We quarreled and one day I struck her. She 
did not scream. She looked at me a moment, and 
then picked up a tomato and hit me with ii in the 


eye. Young man, never lifü your hand to woman 
save in self-defense. Since then I hav hated toma- 
toes. 


“ Thera was a Dutch grocer on the corner, and he 
kept my wife supplied with the fruit. Yesterday I 
saw him earrying a bundle into the house. I knew 
it contained tomatoes, and I followed hiro, filled with 
a devouring jealousy. Quietly I crept up the stairs 
with a club in my hand. It was a desperate thing 
to do, but I was a desperate man. Softly I opened 
the door, and confronted them. They were eating 
tomatoes from the paper bag which lay upon the 
table. Upon seeing me they continued to eat. 
Keeping the club concealed behind me, I advanced 
toward the table, when, suddenly producing my 
weapon, I struck the bag a blow which sesttered its 
sontents to the four winds. What excess will a man 
not commit under the promptings of the passions! 

* How can I describe what foliowed. That wretch, 
the Dutch grocer, arose from his sest, grasped me 
by the shoulders, turned me suddenly about, and 
kicked me not only out of the room, but down the 
stairs and far into the street. 

“That is why I am standing as I relate io you my 
very horrible story.” 

| Period of two years elapses, and the narrator 
resumes :] 

“My wifo is now tending store for the Dutch 
grocer, having obtained a divorce from me on account 
of incompatibility of temperament. There was no 
union of being between us. I shall shortly marry 
again. Marriage is a humbug, but the unmarried 
state is worse than the first. 


“ I hold it true whate'er befall— 
I felt it when the grocer kicked— 
"Tis better to be loved and licked 

Than never to be loved at all.” 


ee D NONE 
Leetures and Meetings. 


H. O. Penrroost lectures every Sunday evening at Grand 
Opera House, Eighth avenue and Twenty-third street, at 
8 r.m, Entrance on Twenty-third street. 


Tur lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fif- 
teenth street, this week, Friday evening, is by A. L. Raw- 
son on ** Symbolical Language in Religion and Art.” 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association (Bedford avenue 
and South Second street, E. D.) will hear Mr. Henry Row- 
ley discourse on ‘‘Jesus, Mill, and Spencer,” on Sunday, 
October 19th, at 3 p.m. ` 


J. E. Remesure has been lecturing to the Mormons. He 
spoke at Ogden, Utah, September 28th; Almy, Wyo., Sep- 
tember 29th; Coalville, Utah, September 30ih and October 
1st; Kamas, Utah, October 2d and 8d; Logan, Utah, 
October 4th. 


Own Sunday, November 9th, Charles Watts will lecture for 
Friendship Liberal League, Philadelphia. Hall Eighth and 
Vine streets. . Entrance on Eighth street. Subject, 2:80 P.M., 
* Labor and Capital from a Secular Standpoint." Subject, 
7:30 p.m, ** Mind and Matter: Whence Comes Intelligence ?” 
All are welcome. 


Mr. S. P. Pornam proposes to invade Texas durivg 
December and January on a lecturing tour. He has engage- 
ments at Fort Worth, Burnet, Big Springs, Goldthwait, Fla- 
tonia, Forney, Sherman, and Trenton. Liberals in other 
places desiring to hear him should write him at once at 838 
Howard street, San Francisco, Cal. 


W. F. Jamixson writes: ‘It is with regret that I fiud my- 
self obliged to forego the anticipated pleasure of attending 
the Secular Congress at Portsmouth, O. My home in Colo- 
rado is threatened, in our absence, by the money-lender. 
My best efforts will be required to save it; and I hope that 
Ican still devote my time to lecture work." 
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Communications. 


The Idealist’s Idea of Man. 


If a man die shall he liv again? All the days of my ap- 
pointed time will I wait tili my change come. There 
is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout again 
and that the tender branch thereof wil not cease: though 
the root thereof wax old in the earth and the stock thereof 
die in the ground; yet through the scent of water it will bud 
and bring forth boughs like a plant: But man dieth and wast- 
eth away; yea, be giveth up the ghost and where is he? 

. Asthecloud is consumed and vanisheth away, so he that 
goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. . 
They are destroyed from morning to evening; they perish 
pe without any regarding it.—NSelected from the book of 

00. E 

Yes, what is man and what constitutes his identity ? 
Surely this is not & material condition, for our senses 
do not take cognizance of matier. These only apprise 
ua of phenomena, and we must therefore consider 
matter a hypothetical entity. A hypothetical entity 
is necessarily a practisa! one. We derive from the 
earth, the air, snd the sea she particles that compose 
our bodies. These hav resided in countless other 
organisms of which they hav at some time formed s 
part, and had those individuals not died we could 
not hav been born. This consideration proves that 
though matter is immortal, there can be no resurrec- 
t on of the body and no physica! immortality for the 
individual, but that matter pursues its circuit through 
the three kingdoms in forms of ever-changing iden- 
tity which experience pain, pleasure, and oblivion. In 
some cases an immaterial entity produces the same 
effect as a material one, as when one magnet acta 
upon snother magnetic body with a force propor- 
tional to its strength, and inversely proportional to 
the equare of its distance, irrespectiv of any surround- 
ing or intervening non-magnetic substanse, or of s 
vacuum. In thia insignce an immaterial agency, act- 
ing through a solid substance, draws two bodies 
toward each other, precisely ss that material agency, 
a piece of rubber, might do if it were passed through 
the substance intervening and attached toboth. Yet 
this force is not perceptible to our senses, and did 
we nob observe its effects we would deny its exist- 
ence. As one magnet may act upon another, or the 
electric current flowing through one circuit may pro- 
dues currents in a neighboring wire by induction, so 
may one mind influence another one. This power 
is kaown under many aliases, but it may be 
defined as the influence that one mind may exert 
on & less positiv one by & mental effort. This 
science seems the basis of Spiritualism, and if it bs 
so the latter is probably false. It may be that in 
many cases the medium is able to mesmerize hie sub- 
jects by an effort of the will, and to place their minds 
in such hsrmony with his own that he can direct 
them, but this give us no assurance of immortality. 
Magnetism is produced by s magnet, electrisity pro- 
ceeds from & generator, and thought is & manifesta- 
tion of the brain. All phenomena are dependent on 
material conditions, and so far as we know no phe- 
nomenon can survive indefinitly the dissolution of-the 
condition that produces it. Man viewed from a Ma- 
terialistic standpoint is like a stream which is sup- 
plied by a spring and absorbed in the ground— he 
returns to the earth and his thoughts perish. Hav 
we evidence of a future state of existence? I think 
s0—that is possible which is not disproved. I con- 
jecture that an infinit number of conditions are im- 
perceptible to our senses, for these only apprise us 
of such phenomena as contribute to our safety or 
facilitate our convenience. There is no light to the 
subterranean fish that hav lost their eyes, noris there 
color to the blind. There is no sound to the deaf, 
no love to the New Yorkers, no besuty to the vile, 
no sensation to a stone. We are wholly dependent 
on the agency of our senses for our ideas of nature, 
and if each of these can deceive us severally, they all 
may do so collectivly, and we therefore cannot ba 
really certain of anything. Again, I hav dreamed of 
dreaming that I had dreamed, and my dreams hav 
been terminated sometimes by contingencies that 
would hav caused my death had they been realities, 
yet they seemed as real to me as the perceptions of 
my wakeful hours, and when I could liv no longer 
in dreamland I awoke. I believe that the mind is an 
entity which creates its environment in accordance 
with external impressions and physiological influ- 
ences, but I cannot know positivly whether I am liv- 
ing in this world or dreaming in some other one. 
No physiological explanation ean hav sny bearing on 
thig question, for it too may be dreamed of. More- 
over, & hallucination is to the mind that conceives 
it a fact to the extent it is accepted, and an error in 
the degree that it is diseredited. How, the», can the 
individual determin the extent of his sanity, or be 
positiv of the validity of his impressions? No phys- 
ical explanation is admissible, for it, too, may be im- 
agined. Inertia is a universal property of matter 
and a condition peculiar to ali bodies, therefore, they 
cannot move themselvs nor can they stop themselvs 
if they be put in motion. If a body esnnot move 
itself nor stop itself, and we define foree as that 
power which does both, which moves matter and is 
not manifested otherwise, then force must be some- 
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thing external to matter, but inseparable from it | phenomena analogous to the preservation of a mem- 


nevertheless, and this view is confirmed by the im- | ory, which may be retained in the mind unconsciously 


mortality of both, and the conservations of substance 
and energy. The soul cannot be force nor matter, 
nor is voluntary motion an evidence of its existence, 
for this is consistent with an sutomaton. I may fill 
the fire-box of a locomotiv with combustible sub- 
stances, place amongst them the chemicals that 
sconer or later will ignite spontaneously, open the 
throttle, and go my way. I leave the engin in a con- 
dition described as “dead.” Presently, a spontane- 


: | ous combustion oceure in the fire-box, the water be- 


comes heated, steam &rises, the pressure increases, 
and the engin moves—from its own volition, by 
virtue of the energy of the fuel that is consumed in 
the fire-box. If the fuel is not replenished, the loco 
motiv may be said to stop shortly from starvation, 
but it may be regulated and supplied with sosl and 
water automstically without reducing its speed, and 
i$ may then continue in motion without human inter- 
yention until some part of if is outworn. 

As it takes its course in scoordance with the caus- 
ation of the inevitable laws of nature, the same as 
a man does, it may destroy life that gets in its way 
by accident or otherwise; as did William Kemmler, 
the poor wretch who was burnt to death by some 
of his statespeople a few days ago—or else kided by 
their vivisectione. The savages burn their victims 
by an external application of caloric, but the New 
Yorkers consider this more properly an internal 
remedy, snd thus they differ. There is a much 
greater difference between inanimate matter and 
organized life. On this difference I rest my hope ; 
by i$ I demonstrate the logical existence and immor- 
tslity cf the seul, by the following argument. An 
inanimate object is the union of its component parts, 
ihe personslity of which constitute its identity, and 
these parts cannot ba changed without destroying or 
partly changing its identity. For instance, if I hav 
a knife that consists simply of a blade and the 


-bandle, and I lose the former, I may replace it wiih 


another one, but by doing so I would partly change 
the identity of the knife, and if I then lose the 
handle, and replace it with ancther one, I hav wholly 
chenged the identity of the knife; in other words, I 
hav another knife. Now, if some one else finds the 
lost blade and handle and puis them together, he 
will hav the original knife, but if he destroys these 
pieces, its identity will be annihilated. The identity 
of an Organized body, on the contrary, is not attrib- 
utable to that of its component atoms, for these are 
charged in accordance with a process of absorption 
and deposition, whieh begins with life and ends with 
death, and renews the human body in about seven 
yesrs. i 

Whence this difference? If the identity of the 
individual is not that of his component matter, it 
must be that of another entity—an immaterial cne— 
in other words, it must be this other entity which 
appropriates matter with its inherent force and reg- 
ulates it to conform to the personality of itself 
(which is also that of tre individual whose personal- 
ity is preserved thereby), and finally discards it. 
This entity is superior to force and matter, since it 
controls them. Therefore it can survive the diesolu- 
tion of material conditions, and being a primary en- 
tity it ia necessarily immortal, like matter, space, and 
time. I will os!] this entity the soul. Let me re- 
capitulate this argument. Inertia is a property of 
matter, which consequently cannot start itself, stop 
itself, or change its direction ; therefore if the molec- 
ular movements of a body be changed or the motion 
of the body itself be established, accelerated, checked, 
stopped, or changed, the power doing this is external 
to matter, but ingeparable from it nevertheless, if 
only manifested by material effects; and this power 
is force, because it is named so. An entity which 
adapts, directs, regulates, controls, and discards 
matter with its inherent force, thereby transferring 
itself from one material identity to another one in- 
definitly, 8s one might change his raiment entirely 
by continued paiching—is the thing transferred, not 
the thing put on; & primary entity, not a secondary 
one. Ji is superior to the latter, because it does 
control it. And such an entity, that which is supe- 
rior to matter, is logically and analogically immortal. 
Let us coneider the fire. The live coals symbolize 
the bedy, the heat and light the soul. These phe- 
nomena survive a succession of material entities. 
This seems to impair the value of my argument, but 
I think that it confirms its truth. As light and heat 
are identical phenomena, I prefer to use the latter in 
illustration, for it may be so colored that its identity 
is cognizable. Several substances may burn with 
different colors, but each color ceases on the destruc- 
tion of the substance that produced it, and other 
light and heat follow the combustion of additional 
aubatances. This proves that the identity of the 
light is that of the substance. Therefore one is not 
more transferable than the other. And the magni- 
tude of these phenomena, other things equal, is pro- 
portional to that of the substance. These premises 
with their deduction are quite as applicable to the 
effects produced by burning one substance continu- 
ally, but in this case the individualities of the enti- 
ties are not apparent. And there is nothing in these 


during many renewals of the brain and body. This 
logic is also applicable to a stream. I understand 
the word stream as simply an appellation to denote 
that part of a^moving mass of matter which lies be- 
tween two points known respectivly as its source 
and mouth. Do the above considerations explain 
why we hav never identified intelligence with any of 
the manifestationsof the mineral kingdom? Oertain 
comparativly unknown electrical phenomena, by ap- 
parently disregarding certain laws, seem almost to 
imply an intelligence. But this is not proved. 

l invented the theory of the transformation of 
character to explain why the New Yorkers are more 
savage than other Americans, but this theory is not 
proved. It has a bearing on the subject under son- 
sideration, but I can only allude to it here; so take 
it for what it is worth. Ye who believe in mesmer- 
ism, and believe that its founder mesmerizsd persons 
“at wholesale,” by inducing them to toucha tree that 
he had mesmerized by a conscious effort of the 
mind, can hardly deny that the strong emotions of 
an individual may exert unconsciously a magnetic 
effect on things around him, and remain inherent in 
his component; matter efter he has discarded it and 
passed isto oblivion. Consider the aboriginn! inhabit- 
ants of New York atate. Were not these the most ag- 
gressiv, brutal, and bloodthirsty of all the tribes of 
America? Does not their spirit seem to hover over 
the land, to be identified with mount and valley, rock 
and tree? Is not their component matter revivified 
in us? Consider our rulers, the Irish; consider 
their history from “way back.” “Ireland, called the 
land of ire, for the constant broils therein for four 
hundred years" (Lloyd's State Worthios. Article, 
The Lord Grandison). Put these considerations 
together, and then marvel that ‘New Ireland” is 
what it is if you can, but do not blame me because 
I cannot do so. This theory explains why a certain 
knife that falls into susceptible bands may accom- 
plish many suicides, and why the same automaton 
often works better in familiar than in more compe- 
tent hands. Matter, like the hypothetiosl “ elephant 
under the earth,” and the “God” in the Constitu- 
tion, and all other gods, for that maiter, bas no 
actual existence; the phenomena that are ascribed 
to if are perceptible to one or more of our personal 
senses, or made so by physical appliances ; like those 
gases that only indicate their presence by the space 
they oceupy. The soul ia not perceptible to any one 
of the senses; its exisience can only ba proved by 
logic. That which is eternal has existed always, but 
the recollection thereof may be a question of time, 
and a matter of circumstance. The traveler who 
scans the landscape from a moving train, forgets the 
past as he notes the present, or only remembers 
those features of spssiai interest which would be 
supplanted by others as important, and be redis- 
covered at regular intervals in the course of time, if 
the journey were ivfinit, and the mind more finite 
than its circuit. All nature moves in éirouitz, and it 
is said “there is nothing new under the sua.” Is 
man an exception? No experience can be remem- 
bared eternally, except it be recalled at intervals 
forever. I cannot remember of previously living in 
a city as badly governed as thie one; of seeing so 
mavy Irish in power at one time (less “power to 
them”); of meeting a people identical in cussedness 
with the Yorkers; of seeing persons actually starv- 
ing because they were too poor to buy the legal 
right to labor, and they could find no one to pur- 
chase it for them on commission ; of being assaulted 
myself without provocation, nearly every week in 
the year ; of hearing women insulted in public places ; 
of holding my breath as I passed decaying animals 
in the streets. I do not remember of s previous life 
of this description; but if my circuit leads through 
such scenes at certain periods, I oan bear it, bacause 
I am obliged to; but I would forget it as soon as 
possible. We cannot recall an incident in a moment, 
and sometimes it is only by associating a more recent 
event with it that we recollect it at all. Life is but 
a momentary part of eternity, and to me it is like a 
delusion, the dream of an entity that is eternal. I 
know nothing concerning its destiny. I know no 
more regarding its future state; if is a mental 
entity which I hsv shown creates its environment 
now, in accordance with circumstances that will then 
be changed. It preserves the memory, and we often 
recoliect an idea or a feeling that has been retained 
by the soul unthought of during many renewals of 
the brain and body; and therefore could not hay 
been retained by force, or any materialistic agency. 
This philosophy explains why two eggs, apparently 
alike, and chemically the same, may produce very 
different chickens ; and it is that which is in the seed 
that determins the nature of the plant. It concedes 
an immortal entity to plants and animals, and I am 
glad of it; it concedes an immortality to the New 
Yorkers, and I eannot help it. I hav stated other 
considerations on this subject in an article entitled, 
“Tdeal Materialism,” which was published in Tux 
Trora Serxer February 15th. I began this article 
with the intention of proving “Ideal Mortality,” 
but as I wrote, I reasoned ; I am seeking the truth, 
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and my mind has changed. I am not sorry that it 
has changed, for now, although I liv in New York, I 
need not die in despair. I ama young man, but I 
hav lived a long time, and hope deferred has made 
me heart-sick. I hav seen that life is. a season of 
disappointment; a period that must be spent by the 
masses in an unequal contest with adversity. To 
these persons, Hope is an angel of light, for she 
throws a radiant effalgence on the portentous clouds 
of probability; making them shine with an illusiv 
splendor as uncertain as the rainbow, or as vain as 
the reflected glories of a departing sun. We trust 
Hope although she deceives us; for when Reason 
ean offer but little to encourage us, the uncertain 
promises of Hope cheer the heart and divert the 
mind. Sometimes I feel that “I would not extin- 
guish the faintest star of hope that has ever shone 
on the night of life ;” that “ Hope springs eternal in 
the human breast,” and we must trust or perish. 
* Hope has been whispering the word immortality 
to Love throughout the ages.” I know of nothing 
better than to liv for the present ; love for eternity ; 
hope always. I trast that when my goul is released 
from material conditions, it will be well; for these 
tend to its discomfort, and they cannot contribute 
much to its happiness. JuLran MAROELLAS. 
1419 Zhird avenue, New York city. 


THE MATERIALIST'8 IDEA OF MAN. 


To raz Eprron or Tae Trorg Seexer, Sir: Your 
eorrespondent's aitempt to demonstrate the exist- 
ence and the immortality of the soul is, alas, like all 
such efforts, based entirely upon false premises. 
Firat, he attempts to establish idealism, denying to 
our senses the capacity to perceive matter. Danying 
reality—asffirming a vague hypothesis! Investing 
with reality phenomena which, apart from matter, hav 
no existence. D-.vasting matter of tangibility, actual-. 
ity, absolute being, eto., and investing its outline, 
form, color, or activity with such attributes. 

Idealism is philosophy gone mad, science bur- 
lesqued, and knowledge perverted. It insists that 
everything is nothing and nothing everything. It 
denies facts as plain as A B C and postulates theo- 
ries as obtuse as a Latin litany. It revels in mys- 
tery and, apparently, refuses to accept the simple 
truth because every school-boy can understand it. 

Here is a rock. If these idealists don’t believe in 
the reality of matter composing the rock let them 
bump their heads against it. They say we do not 
gee matter, but only its outline, color, motion, ete. 
These alone are real, the matter in the rock is hypo- 
thetical, as if the attributes of a rosk could exist 
without matter. 

Oonceding that we cannot ses, grasp, or compre- 
hend the ultimate atom, precisely as we are unable 
to grasp the ultimate all, the eternal and infinit, yet 
as we can trace matter (aggregated atoms) to lesser 
and lesser forms until even by the aid of our strong- 
est lenses they evade our vision, so we can logically 
postulate that matter is the only basis of all phe- 
nomena, and every form but a collestion of the invis- 
ible material particles which in lesser or greater 
. aggregation Shape and constitute every phenomena 
in the universe. 

If existence is a fact, the universe real, phenom- 
ena reliable, and knowledge a correst guide, Ma- 
terialism is the only true philosophy and idealism 
a ridiculous farce. Material existence in the ab- 
stract—substance in infinit aggregation, which in 
ever diversified conditions is supposed to exist in 
and fill boundless spaee—s3ould not possibly exist 
without exhibiting to the senses its several forms, 
outlines, attributes, and phenomena. To say that 
because we see matter in molion, in form, of cer- 
tain color, eto., we only see the form, color, and 
motion, is absurd, becauss all forms are matter, and 
color, shape, eto., only concomitant or incidental 
to it. 

Let us view “L'Angelus.” When Millett had 
completed his picture, he did not create from noth- 
ing an entity. It was simply matter in the form 
of paints and oils which his deft genius distrib- 
uted with exquisit touch over the eanvas, and which 
matter then existed simply in different relation 
&nd form than before he commenced his work. 
This work of art now is simply canvas, paints, 
and oils, and nothing else. Aud when we examin 
ita component parts in detail, if we place a micro- 
scope upon any portion of its surface, we behold 
no picture, but simply matter in the form of paint. 
This matter in tout ensemble represents “ L Angelus.” 
In its constituents it is only matter. 

Suppose the picture were consumed by fire. If 
idealism were true, the form of the picture being the 
only reality and matter only hypothetical, we would 
behold a case of annihilation, of something being 


transposed into nothing, a natural impossibility. On | th 


the contrary, it must be conceded, if every picture in 
the world were burat, not a single particle of the 
matter composing them would be lost. 

If it be conceded that existence is reality, that the 
universe is à fact and not a dream, then it absolutely 
follows that matter is the basis of all phenomena 
and life in the universe, and that it ¿s matter; assum- 
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ing in infinit variation and aggregation all the differ- 
ent forms of organic and inorganic life. 

As infinit space and time may be logically predi- 
cated, so the ultimate invisible atom, though beyond 
the grasp of human vision, is nevertheless an abso- 
lute reality. Now, as it assimilates or unites with 
other atoms in indefinit number, these forms become 
visible, first to our aided sight, then to our normal 
vision. 

These forms or combinations of atoms may then 
properly be called matter, and in greater aggregation 
compose worlds, suns, systems, rocks, trees, flowers, 
and men, and to deny the existence of the substance 
composing them is to deny existence, the universe— 
all ! 

Your correspondent’s second premis is equally 
false, namely: “Inertia is a universal property of 
matter.” This fallacy, though still taught in some 
of our schools, has indeed been effectually exploded. 
There is no such thing as inertia, or dead matter. 
A'l matter is physical and chemical force, capable, of 
ita own potencies, in infinit variations, to produce 
every visible result. No matter can exist independ- 
ent of force, and vice versa. Therefore all matter is 
force and all force matter. 

A rock, soil, dust, sand, a grim skeleton, all eon- 
tain within themselvs every physical and chemical 
attribute to assume innumerable other forms depend- 
ent upon other forces surrounding them. These 
changes go on for ever and ever, from the homo- 
geneous to the heterogeneous, from the inorganic to 
the organic, from the infinitly small to the giant man 
or giant star in distant space. And these processes 
need no assistance or aid from any outside agent or 
“divine being " to evolve into any existing form. In 
fact, a God causing vegetation, animal or human life, 
or the formation of a planet, infinitly increases exist- 
ing mysteries, as the “divine” methods are vastly 
more incomprehensible to us than the natural. ; 

Third: He bases his faith in the existence of an 
“immaterial entity” (without defining its component 
parts, however) existing independent of and surviv- 
ing the body, upon the fact that memory and indi 
viduality survive the physical changes. taking place 
in the body every seven years. It is supposed our 
bodies are “renewed” once in every seven years, but 
ag memory survives these changes it is concluded by 
Spiritists in general that this is ample proof that an 
independent “ immaterial entity ” (whatever that is) 
or “spirit” (another name without a meaning) in- 
habits the ever-changing body. 

But here our good friends overlook the very im- 
portant fact that there is & vast difference between 
a jaek-knife and a man. The one is inorganic, the 
other organic. Mind, consciousness, individuality. 
memory, etc., are purely the result of living, complex 
organic bodies which, in their perfect, living state 
generate these mental processes, very much as a 
battery generates electricity. And while to sustain 
this animal life of the human organism food, diges- 
tiv, circulating, and respiratory processes, assimila- 
tion and absorption from within, are essential, and 
necessitating, of course, continuous “ deposition” 
(as our friend calls it), exhalation, secretion, and ex- 
cretion from without, this by no means affects the 
general tout ensemble of the organism, which, by its 
involuntary physical processes, generates and sustains 
mind independent of the chemical changes going on 
in the body. It is the automatic action of the com- 
plete machinery of the body, which is not at all dis- 
turbed by the chemical changes going on, and which, 
being continuous from birth to death, continues all 
mantal processes regardless of the waste and repair 
processes going on. 

Thus the identity of the individual depends upon 
the continuous action of the machine generating 
mind, and not upon the identity of the chemical par- 
ticles composing it. And this assimilating and ex- 
creting process of the human automaton is so grad- 
ual and delicate, so entirely different from the 
jack-knife operation, that only those thinkers who 
will not see, or those who are intellectually muddled 
and dull, would make the comparison. 

In fact, there is no analogy in nature for the dual 
or perpetual existence of man. No phenomenon— 
world, sun, tree, flower, or man—is eternal. As all 
began in time, so all must end in time. The tree 
cut down is dead, and if it sprouts again it is a new 
tree that sprouts—analogous to parent and child, 
but not to the eternal existence of the parent. The 
fire spoken of as an argument for immortality! 


What folly! Where is the fire, light, and heat when 
the fuel is consumed? Gone out forever as such 
phenomena. New fuel may burn, new fire and light 


be ushered into existence—analogous to succeeding 
generations—but the new fuel will also burn out and 
the new light and heat vanish, precisely as the new 
generation will die as all those who lived before 
em. 

Space forbids me to further follow our despondent, 
rambling brother's argument. Did I believe iv 
eternal individual life—which implies compulsory 
existence during all eternity—I, like him, would de- 
spair indeed! For immortality, when conceived in 
its deceptiv reality, were indeed a terrible fate. To 


fully realize all if implies; not to liv at option as 


present a few facis. 
animal life was not possible upon earth. Now, if 
“spirits” hav no end in the fuiure, they could not 
hav had a beginning in the past. 
ginning must ead, and what has no end could not 
hav had a beginning. Well, where were the “ spir- 
its” or the eternal existing “immaterial entities” of 
those now living at the time when animal life was 
impossible on this 
Msrcellas’s “mind-extity” or soul, then, or where 
was it before his father and mother were born? 
if Mrs. Marcellas had married Mr. Jones, where and 
what would his “mind-entity” be now? 
not possibly hav become Susan Jones instead of the 
illustrious litterateur bearing the classical name he 
now calls his own? 


eannot do it. 


matter,” if will likewise be matter. 
at all, it s matter, and if not matter, it is nothing. 


force.” 
its attribute. It exists and is fores. Matter divested 
of force, or force divested of matter, ia impossible, 
and when this living, vital substance, forever preg- 
nant, struggling to move, build, form, assimilate, 
evolve worlds, suns, systems, trees, grain, mice, and 
men, changes from inorganic matter into organic 
forms, and finally evolutes into the higher human 
organism, then with the first breath, when the circu- 
lating, respiratory, and assimilating processes, general 


long as existence may ba agreeable, perchance a few 
hundred, a thousand, or a million years, but eternally, 
forever—though existence be a burden, a curse; 
then, to realize that man is doomed, nay, damned, to 
liv on and on forever and ever—even through all the 
cycles of endisss time— the blessed boon of death 


forever denied us, this, indeed, is a fate so terrible, 
so awe-inspiring, that an actual “Oalvinian hell” 
could only be compared with it. 


In further confirmation of my views I must shortly 
Daring the carboniferous pericd 


Wheat has a be- 


globe? Where was Julian 
And 


Might it 


Why do not “Spiritists” tell us something 


about existing “mind-entities” never born by 

women? If space is filled with “soule,” “superior 

to force and matter,” which “control existing human ` 
beings,” plenning and scheming to enter one, but 

thus to be ushered into existence a helpless infant, 

voluntarily assuming all its ills, pains, and grievances, 

why do not some of these eternal-in-the past-and- 

future entities reves! themselvs to man, make known 

their presence, and giv us the banefit of their superior 

eternal minds and accumvlated knowledge incident 

to eternal exisiencs ? 
superior, transcendent “mind-entities” should hav 
existed for ail eternity and still be ignorant as the 
baby in which they voluntarily choose to become. 
incarnate ? (!) 


Or is it possible that these 


“Superior to force and matier.” Indeed! This 


is something new under the sun, surely. Superior 
to everything, to all. 
what it is, and he will secure himself a niche in the 


Now let our brother define 


He 
If “superior to matter,” and he can 
prove it, it will still be matter, and if “inferior to 
If it is anything 


temple of fame dedicated to our greatest men. 


There is not even such a thing as “matter and 
Matter is the only abstract existence—force 


vitality, creating blood, nervous fluid, and animal mag- 


netism—when the new-born man drinks deep from 


the fountain of life, then, and noi tili then, does the - 
mind or mental process of msn begin, and when 
finally, at the end of life, these processes stop, and 


the machine which was necessary to originate mind 
falls to pieces, it is but a necessary conclusion of 
logic to infer that mind must then necessarily end 


also. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Rochelle, TU. 


— o 


No Secret Society for Liberals. 


I wish to protest against a secret Liberal society. 
If we cannot win in a fair, open way, wait till we 
can. The day of secret societies has gone by. Open 
doors, open lives, and open words are the watch-. 
words. Light, more snd more light everywhere. 
No more candle dips ; no more oil lamps, but bright, 
blazing electric lights. Make clear and plain the 
path of all. As Whitman says: 

Unscrew the locks from the doors! 
Unscrew the doors themselvs from the jambs. 
Erma D. SLENKER, 
— M —$—9 om 

Farru is in ite nature unchangeable, stationary; 
science is in ifs nature progressiv ; snd eventually a 
divergence between them, impossible to conceal, 
must take place. It then becomes the duty of those 
whose lives hav made them familiar with both modes 
of thought, to present modestly, but firmly, their - 
views; to compare the antagonistic pretensions 
calmly, impartially, philosophically. History shows 
that, if ‘this be not done, social misfortunes, disas- 
trous aad enduring, will enaue. When the old myth- 
ological religion of Europe broke down under the 
weight of its own inconsistencies, neither the Roman 
emperors nor the philosophers of those times did any- 
thing sdequate for the guidance of public opinion. 
They left religious sffsirs to take their chance, and 
accordingly those affairs fell into the hands of igno. 
rant and infuriated ecclesiastics, parasites, eunuchs, 
and slaves. Intellectual night setíled on Europe in 
consequence of that grest neglect of duty.—Pro 
fessor Draper. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
Charlas Watts in Secular Thought. 

We hav just had an hour’s amusement and instruction in 
looking through the cartoons of “ The Freethinker’s Picto- 
rial Text-Book” and in reading the valuable information 
which every alternate page contains. The book is published 
by.the Truth Seeker Company in New York and deserves 
to be read far and wide. The cartoons by Watson Heston 
are really excellent, while the reading matter has been 
selected with great careand taste. The two combined afford 
much amusement and convey & vast amount of useful infor. 
mation. The general ‘ get-up” of the book is first-class, 
the cartoons are clean, the paper is good, and the printing is 
in large clear type. It contains one hundred and eighty-five 
full-page illustrations. 

to ——__—_ 


In the Kentacky Constitutional Convention. 


Bsfore the Kentucky Constitutional Convention 
convened Mr. S. P. Herron sent us the names of the 
members and by means of our Literature Fand we 
were enabled to forward them documents bearing 
upon the questions of church taxation and Sundey 
laws. Two hundred and thirty-five pamphlets were 
distributed among them at the small cost to the 
fund of $13 94. We still hav a balance of $53 86 
in the fund, ard should be glad to hav it increased 
so that money may be promptly available when 
needed. . 

Tne seed sown has grown and blossomed, though 
whether it will ripen is a matter of doubt. We 
must nof expect too much; it isa great deal that 
the seed should grow as well as it has. One of the 
-amendments to the taxation clauses of the new con- 
stitution is upon impartial taxation and proposes to 
tax the churches. The three biggest men in the 
Convention—Governor Buckner, ex-Governor Knott, 
and Judge Hines—are in favor of the proposition, 
and, says & report from the Convention, if its fate 
were to be determined by the weighing of brains 
instead of counting noses it would prevail. 

The report of the Kentucky commissioner of agri 
culture values (or rather wndervalues) the church 
property of the state at thirteen millions of dollars. 
Impartialy taxing this would reduce the tax on use- 
ful property a little more than two per cent. The 
interest in the question is, however, above this. It 
is one of justice. No individual should be made to 
pay the bills of other peoples worship in any de 
gree. A penny taken for this purpose is as great a 
wrong in itself as though the amount were a hundred 
dollars. It ia this side of the question, more than 
the amount saved, which will influence votes, and it 
is because of this that we do not strongly hope for 
the adoption of the amendment. Noses are still 
more numerous than weighty brains among the 
people. i E 

But there is great encouragement in the fact that 
two Southern states, which are peopled by a more 
uniformly ehurch going population than northern 
states, are considering the question. Maryland is 
agitated by the seme ideas, and its tax commission 
in its last report recorded its conviction that 
*ehurch members who entertain the . . . desire 
to gratify their tasta or minister to their comfort by 
means of handsome or costly church property should 


do so at their own expense.” The question is also 
being discussed in other localities, and secular public 
sentiment is undoubtedly very strongly in favor of 
such measures. Perhaps another decade will see 
justice done in this regard in many states. Mean- 
while, every Freethinker should do all in his power 
to propagate the sentiment: by writing to legislators 
and distributing pamphlets advocating it. 
——— $9 ——————— 


The Museums in the Park. 


We do not know what reasons the World has for 
making this announcement, but we hope they are not 
baseless : 

* There is now a prospect that the Art and Natural His- 
tory Museums in Central park will presently be open on 
Sundays. 

‘The trustees hav at last been persuaded that there is no 
greater breach of Sunday in opening the front doors to the 
public than there has been in the * side-door’ opening of the 
Art Museum to favored persons which has been in vogue for 
years. 

** The Museums ought to hav been open on Sunday from 
the hour when they were set up on ground belonging to the 
public, and began to be supported in considerable part by 
public money. 

* Sunday is the only day on which a very large part of 
New York's people—those who really pay the taxes—hav 
‘eisure to visit museums at all. 

“ Experience in other cities has abundantly demonstrated 
he value of Sunday openings in promoting popular culture 
as well as in affording agreeable and profitable ways to the 
people of passing time which would otherwise hang heavily 
"pon their hands. . l 

**It is reported that the only matter now standing in the 
way of Sunday openings here is the question of additional 
expense. 'That is not a very serious question or one that 
vught long to obstruct a movement so manifestly in the right 
direction, and of so great moment to the public.” 


When the secretary of the American Secular Union 
and the Editor of Tur Trora Sxrxer started the 
agitation for the Sunday opening of the Museums 
“hey found the trustees of the Natural History Mu- 
seum a little inclined their way, but influenced by 
President Jessup and the officers of the Art Museum, 
who were adamant in their religious prejudices 
against Sunday opening. So determined were Jes. 
sup and the trustees of the Art Museum that they 
twice defeated the enactment of Jaws intended to 
svercome the expense difficulty, which they hypocrit- 
ically interposed to prevent the “desecration of the 
Lord's day." The Natural History Museum finally 
opened its doors evenings, but the Pharisees con- 
troling the Art Museum delayed such accommodation 
on pretext that the building could not be lighted 
until the city put in an electric plant. 

But the agitation begun then has been going on 
ever since, and increasing like a rolling snowball. 
The daily papers are all in favor of Sunday opening, 
and hav been generous in using space to demand it. 
The matter has, therefore, been allowed to rest with 
them and the general public, as a matter of policy by 
those whose only wish in the matter is to “get there” 
for the benefit of that same public. The religious 
fanatics said at first that it was only the Infidels who 
wanted to visit the Museums on Sunday; now they 
find that the vast majority of the population of New 
York are with the Infidels. But when these build- 
ings are opened to the people on the people’s day— 
which is sure to be done finally—we do not propose 
to let them forget that once more do they owe thanks 
to the heretics for obtaining a right which they were 
too indifferent to maintain, and of which they had 
been robbed by church conspirators. 

——— 9-4 4 9—-——————— 
The Mule Animal. | 


Tbe editor of the Seventh Day Adventist journal 
has been reading Paine, and this short editorial is 
the result : 


“ Infidels of the present day profess to believe that big- 
otry and intolerance are inseparable from Christianity, that 
it is indeed part and parcel of Christianity. But they 
should learn better than this, even from their patron 
saint, Thomas Paine. In his ‘Rights of Man,’ Paine 
Says : 


s * AII religions are, in their nature, mild and benign, and united 
with principles of morality. . . . How ia it that they lose their 
nativ mildnese, and become morose and intolerant? By engender- 
ing the state with the church, a sort of mule animal, capable only 
of destroying, and not of breeding up,is produced, called the 
church established bylaw. . . . The Inquisition in Spain does 
not proceed from the religion originally professed, but from this 
mule animal engendered between the church and state.’ 


“ And again, of governments established by force, Paine 
says: 


* ! Governments thus established Jast as long as the power to 
support them lasts; but that they might avail themselvs of every 
engin in their favor. they united frand to force, and set up an idol 
which they called divine right, and which, jn imitation of the pope 
who affeots to be spiritual and temporal, and in contradgotion to the 


founder of the Christian religion, twisted itself afterward into an 
idol of another shave, called church and state.’ 


* Paine, Infidel though he was, knew full well, and 
was man enough to acknowledge it, that the doctrin of 
church and state was not Christian doctrin in any proper 
sense of the word, and it would be well if his disciples 
of the present day had equal discernment, and as great 
candor.” 

Firat, all religions are not mild and benign in their 
nature. Judaism was not; neither was Mohammed- 
anism. Judaism was simple savagery; Mohammed. 
anism began as fanaticiem with a sword in its hand. 
Paine made his point as a Daist—and made a 
mistake. 

There sre about two hundred sectarian interpreta- 
tions of Ohristianity—of which Seventh Day Advent- 
ism is one. Hach sect imaging itself, and so adver- 
iisas, to be the only “resl” Obristian seot “in any 
proper sense of the word.” Therefore, until some 
one finds out just what Christianity is, we must take 
the Roman and Greek Oatholic and evangelical 
Protestant churches as standing for that religion. 
These hav been and are persecutors. Bigotry and 
intolerance hay been a part of their practices as nat- 
urally as their worship. We spesk of Christianity 
as history records it, and as we find ii. 

The first “ mule animal " engendered by the Ohris- 
tian church was Christian Oommunism, in which gov- 
ernment and religion were firmly united. The apos- 
tolio Christians withdrew from the Roman state and 
set up their own state—that is, they had a union of 
cburch and state as soon as they had their church. 
And as soon as they controled the Roman state they 
made their union one larger scale. Christian priests 
hav always ruled their people. Ohrist taught—or is 
alleged to hav taught; for no one knows much about 
him—innumerable dootrins, if we take his sermonets 
and parables and side remarks as suthoritativ, and 
the “ mule animal" has him for a progenitor as well 
as those who are so fond cf quoting, “Render unto 
Cæsar the things which are Ce sar’s, and unto God 
the things which are God's" "They should remem- 
ber that he also commanded, ‘But those mine 
enemies which would not that I should rule over 
them, bring hither and slay them before me.” That 
text was a pretty fair motto for Inquisitors. 

It would bo well if Ssventh Diy Adventists had 
the candor to read all of Christ’s sayings and to 
acknowledge that the bad is as authoritativ and as 
really Obristian as the good. 

0 — — ——— 


'The Mormons. 


Mr. Wilford Woodruff, president of the church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, otherwise known 
as Mormons, flatly contradicts the report of the Utah 
Commission, made to the secretary of the interior, 
in the appended manifesto, issued September 24th: 

“To WHom Ir May.Conozrn: Press dispatches having 
been sent from Salt Lake City, which hav been widely 


published for political purposes, to the effect that the Utah 
Commission, in their recent report to the secretary of the 


interior, allege that plural marriages are still being sol. 


emnized, and that forty or more such marriages hav been. 
contracted in Utah since last June or during the past: 
year; also that in public discourses the leaders of the 
church hav taught, encouraged, and urged the continuance 
of the practice of polygamy. 

“I, therefore, as president of the church of Jesus Christ, of 
Latter Day Saints, do hereby, in the most solemn manner, 
declare that the charges are false. We are not teaching 
polygamy or plural marriage, nor permitting any person to 
enter into its practice, and I deny that either forty or any 
other number of plural marriages hav during that period 
been solemnized in our temples or any other place in the 
territory. 

‘t One case has been reported in which the parties alleged 
that the marriage was performed in the endowment house in 
Sait Lake City in the spring of 1889. But I hav not been 
able to learn who performed the ceremony. Whatever was 
done in this matter was done without my knowledge. In 
consequence of this alleged occurrence the endowment house 
was by my instructions taken down without delay. _ 

‘Inasmuch as laws hav been enacted by Congress forbid- 
ding plural marriages, which laws hav been pronounced 
constitutional by the court of last resort, I do hereby declare. 
my intention to submit to those laws and use all my influence: 
with the members of the church over which I preside, to hav: 
them do likewise. There is nothing in my teaching to the 
church or in those of my associates during the time specified! 
which can reasonably be construed to inculcate or encourage 
polygamy, and when any elder of the church has used lan- 
guage which appeared to convey such teachings he has been 
promptly reproved ; and I now publicly declare that my ad- 
vice to the Latter Day Saints is to refrain from contracting 
any marriage forbidden by the law of the land.” 


At a conference of the church held October 6th, 
this manifesto was sustained by unanimous vote of 
the ten thousand people present. The doctrin of 


E celestial marriage," it will be recollected, was given 
in a revelation to Joseph Smith, professional prophet, 
and ean therefore be revoked by another revelation 
to a subsequent prophet, which offise President 
Woodruff holds. When the result of the vote sus- 
taining this officer was announced, George Q Oan- 
non, of the first presidency, showed that he is not a 
whit behind the Protestant and Oatholic clergy in 
possessing information about God’s doings, for he 
said the step was an act of God; that President 
Woodruff had gone into executiv session with the 
almighty, and the result of the session of prayer was 
followed by the pronunciamento of September 94th. 
He (Cannon) was sorry it had to be taken. He had 
lived in polygamy because he believed it was right 
and was an ordinance of God. Men had suffered for 
it, more than eight hundred having been confined in 
the penitentiary for the offense, but it was of no use 
fighting sixty millions of people on the subject. The 
Lord would hold the nation responsible for depriving 
citizens of the right to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own conscience, and their sufferings 
were recorded in heaven, and would some day stand 
out as the noblest page in modern history. It went 
against the grain for men to accept this, he said, but 
he “ bowad in submission to God's will.” President 
Woodruff followed in the same strain, and said the 
decision was reached only after a long session of 
prayer. 

There seems to be no doubt that the Mormons hav 
made up their minds to submit and practically liv up 
to the twelfth section of their Articles of Faith— 
* We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, 
rulers, and magistrates; in obeying, honoring, and 
sustaining the law.” Only about twelve thousand of 
the two hundred thousand Utah Mormons hav ever 
been polygamists. 

We wonder what excuse the Christians will now 
find for further persecuting the Mormons and con- 
fiscating their property ? 

-e 
Sunday Laws. 


The seventh Dəmand of Liberalism reads: 


** We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed.” 


This was changed at the last Congress of the 
American Secular Union to this: 


“ The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing the ob- 
servance of Sunday as a religious institution rather than an 
economic one justified by physiological and other secular 
reasons." 

Mr. C. P. Bollman, the editor of the Seventh Day 
Advent journal, the American Sentinel, comments 
upon this chauge as follows, and not, all must 
admit, without plausibility : 

t‘ This we regard as quite an important difference. Sun- 
day is, and always was, a religious institution. It was such 
in the old pagan world, and it is such now in the Christian 
world, and. we deny the right of the state to require its 
observance upon any grounds whatever. True, it is regarded 
as a holiday by many who hav no religious regard for it, or 
indeed for anything else, and they hav a perfect right to so 
use that, or any other day, so far as their fellow-men are con- 
cerned; but we deny the right of one portion of the com- 
munity or state to fasten upon the other portion, that is 
upon the minority, no matter how small a minority it may 
be, the observance of Sunday, or any other day, for any 
reason either religious or otherwise. 

** We do not deny the right of the state to make any day or 
any number of days legal holidays, leaving the individual 
citizen free to observe or not to observe such days just as he 
sees fit, as is now the case with the Fourth of July, and 
other holidays; but to require the observance of such days, 
or to forbid upon one day acts which are freely permitted on 
other days, is an abuse of the power of the state. The 
American Secular Union should lay the ax at the root of the 
tree, and ‘demand that all laws directly or indirectly en- 
forcing the observance of Sunday’ upon any pretext be 
repealed.” 

Why not, when we can get it, hav a Sunday law 
making the day s holiday simply—a day not included 
in the laborers week—s blank space of twenty-four 
hours, upon which one can “ observe” or not as he 
chooses ? 

At the coming Secular Uaion Congress this ques- 
tion will probably receive attention. We cannot do 
more now than to call attention to the following cir- 
cular which Mr. W. L. Willis, of Kokomo, Ind., is 
distributing over the country, “On the Sunday 
clause of the Nine Damands:” 

** Not expecting to be able to attend the coming Congress, 
I will call your attention especially to the third paragraph of 
the Nine Demands adopted at the last Congress. For my 
part I want no Sunday laws, for religious, economic, physio- 


logic, or any other secular reasons, enforced by church or 
.Btate. If the churches wish, let them enforce a Sunday rest 
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on their members, and only on them, if they are silly enough 
to submit. 


“Justice demands laws for all days alike; that article is in 
line with the Blair Sunday bill, and I hope this Congress | 
will dispose of this pious article and in its stead adopt: 

* *We demand the repeal of all Sunday laws, and that no act 
shall be a crime on one day of the week that is not a crime on every 
other." 

But, it seems to us, it will be time enough to con- 
tend over the phraseology of the clause when its 


enactment into law is within the bounds of possibility. 
— $98 = — ——— 
A Pleasing Letter. 
* WOODSTOCK, VT., Oct. 7, 1899. 

* DEAR FRIENDS oF Mr. Hxston : It is just the time to agitate 
the question, as Mr. Heston hag returned from his journey for his 
health. Iseo by TuE TROTE BzExER that he has—a picture or two 
is evidence of it. Now, to show my gratitude for his return and 
entering upon hie old business of fitting to be put into the paper 
weekly such pictures as he thinks will please the readers, I send 
for his use $:0. 

“Mr. Editor, please receive from me algo another $10 to be dis 
tributed in whatever form or manner you think best to diffuse 
Freethought amongst the ignorant and thoughtless. 

** Yours, etc., Joux D. PowERS." 
We are not, we think, exceeding our province, to thank 
Mr. Powers on behalf of Mr. Heston, for his generous re- 
membrance. And we also thank him on behalf of the 
* ignorant and thoughtless” who will, through his generos- 
ity, receive literature which shall giv them knowledge and 
make them think. 


Editorial Notes. 

Tus Christian Statesman, quoting Ex. xxxi, 14, 16, and 
referring to Isaiah’s teachings, adds: ** Other passages lead 
to the full Sabbath idea, namely, cessation from toil in order 
to hav a weekly opportunity for rest and worship and Chris- 
tian work in fuller measure than on other days.” Will 
the Statesman be kind enough to point out such passages? 


A 8TATUE to Horace Greeley has been unveiled before the 
Tribune office. The ceremonies were begun with a prayer 
by Bishop Potter. It's & wonder, if spirits can make their 
presence manifest, that Horace did not hit the bishop a 
whack alongside his head. Think of the incongruity of 
praying for the memory of the first president of the Manhat- 
tan Liberal Club! 


Tus Catholic Union and Times has the kindness to 
announce that *'the artistic genius of the Infidel Teura 
SEEKER has returned from the woods and the devil fumes 
again at the ‘illustrations’ that so ridicule his organ.” An 
illustration ridiculing an organ is what might be called a 
phenomenon. A cow going backward up an apple-tree is a 
common spectacle beside it. | 


m 

SPEAKING toa Philadelphia reporter of his refusal to rent 
the Academy of Music to Colonel Ingersoll for his lecture on 
* Art and Morality” for the benefit of Walt Whitman, the 
president of that institution, Mr. Alfred Baker, said : 

“ Religion or politics do not enter into the question at all, but we 
draw the line at Atheism, and positivly refuge to rent the house to 
lecturers who disseminate that doctrin.” 

Religion does not enter into the question at all, but 
Atheists are excluded!! What a luminously idiotic remark 
that is! 


Tux Paris correspondent of the Freeman's Journal (Rom. 
Cath.) reports an incident which has just taken place at the 
assizes court. M. Nicolas, mayor of St. Martin-le-Bupérieur, 
refused to take the oath as a juryman, stating that as he did 
not believe in God he would not be bound by his oath, and 
that his conscience did not, therefore, allow him to take 
one. The president, M. Taveny, having informed him that 
the oath was exacted by the law, he declared that his resolu- 
tion was quite unchangeable, and paid & $40 fine rather than 
take the oath. M. Forcioli, deputy to the French chamber, 
has now proposed a law, making the form of oath **upon 
my honor and conscience” instead of ** before God.” 


Some of our Kausas readers will probably remember that 
a few years ago a bigoted judge, named M. B. Nicholson, 
after granting the use of the court-room at Minneapolis, 
Kan., to friends of J. E. Remsburg for a course of lectures, 
meanly closed its doors after the first lecture, when he learned 
that they were Freethought lectures, and afterward boasted 
about how he had squelched Infidelity in Minneapolis. 
Kansas Liberals will please take notice that this same petty 
bigot is running for chief justice of Kansas on the Demo. 
cratic ticket, and should think twice before helping to elevate 
him to this important office. Hon. Charles Robinson, who 
is the Democratic nominee for governor, is a stanch Free- 
thinker. Dr. Robinson was not only the first governor of 
Kansas, but he was the first president of the Kansas state 
Liberal League. It was Governor Robinson who first intro- 
duced Mr. Remsburg to a Liberal audience. 


Tux editor of the Christian Advocate pins his faith to mir- 
acles. He says: ''Some persons think they can harmo. 
nize science and religion by trying to account for the mira- 
cles of the Bible on natural principles. This is a blunder of 
the first magnitude. If there hav been no miracles, then 
there is no supernatural religion, and Christianity is a ‘* cun- 
ningly devised fable.” With the scientist who admits the 
possibility of a miracle for a special purpose in a special age, 
there is no difficulty in believing in Christianity. With one 
who takes the ground that miracles are and always hav been 
impossibilities there can be no compromise. If all the mira- 
cles of the Bible, except one, were explained on natural 
principles, the gulf would be as wide between his view and 
Christianity as it is nog. He who believes in the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ can accept implicitly anything that is an 


ungaestionable part of the inspired record. He who disbe- 
lieves-either has no reason for believing anything of a mirac- 
ulous nature which the Bible contains. It is not the quan- 
tity but the fact of miracle-on which the issue finally turns.” 
Exactly. Now let some Christian, no matter who or where, 
prove that one single, lonely miracle was ever performed— 
just one—one will do. j 


a ÓÜ "n — 

Tux Ohristian Statesman is vehemently denouncing Phar- 
isee Shepard’s Mail and Express for publishing an article by 
Pauline Ha!l on ballet dancers. Incidentally, and of course 
to enforce its moral, the Statesman selects the raciest part of 
the article to reprint. Decolleté dresses also come in fora 
generous share of reprobation, and the ladies who wear them 
are called pretty ugly names. But in these, as in nearly all 
other things,. the Covenanter Christians set up arbitrary and 
unnatural standards. ‘‘ What is morality,” asks Thoreau, 
“but immemorial custom?” Custom decides the morality 
or immorality of these displays. For a Scotch Covenanter 
woman to brazenly put on tights or an abnormally low- 
necked dress and show herself among her Covenanter peo- 
ple, would indicate that she had become lax in her standards, 
But for women who hav been accustomed to those things 
from girlhood there is no immodesty. They never think of 
them more than of the exposure of their hands or faces. 
There are virtuous, and otherwise, women among the ballet 
dancers, as there are among all other professions of women, 
and it is unmitigated nonsense to shriek against tights and 
decolleté dresses as do the puritanical Christians. S:otch 
girls do not offend in this way, but more illegitimate children 
are born in Scotland than in any other country in proportion 
to the population. Read Saladin’s ** Woman” if you want 
to know what Covenanter and Presbyterian morality pro. 
duced. 


Mz. Roger Q Mitts, of Texas, seems to be something of 
a demagog as well as Democrat. He has been stumping 
Wisconsin in the interest of his party, where one of the 
issues is the Bonnett law which compels the teaching of the 
English language in the German Lutheran and Roman Cath- 
olic parochial schools. And this is how Mr. Mills distorted 
the subject: 

“I cannot think of anything that would make my flesh craw! on 
my bones, or make me consumed with indignation, more than if I 
wasin a state and was compelled to send my child to be taught by 
a man who was a blatant Infldel. Suppose your board of super- 
visors shou!d employ the learned Ingersoll; he is a very talented 
and accomplished gentleman. But Colonel! Ingersoll would not be 
the man that I would want to educate my child. And in every 
country where I am, as long as I am a free man,I will do every- 
thing in my power to hav laws changed that would compel me to 
send my child to a school where he could be taught there was no 
God, no atoning sacrifice, no sufferer on Oalvary for the redemp- 
tion of the sins of the world : and that there was no hell. [Laugh- 
ter.] Get that doctrin into the minds of the people and the 
Democratic party will be ruined. [Lsughter.] The Republicans 
will take the whole country. If you can get the revised Bible into 
this country, and into everybody's mind, with hell revised out of 
it, we would stand no show. Now that is where the Dsmoorate 
Bland." à 

Al of which is unmitigated nonsense and the claptrap 
spread-eagleism of anirresponsible stump-speaker. Ithasno 
bearing on the Bennett law, and if it is meant as & rebuke to 
the supreme court for its decision excluding the Bible from 
the schools, it is just as silly. Noone ever proposed to teach 
Atheism or Infidelity in the public schools, and if Mr. Mills 
is such a fool as not to see that teaching Christianity in them 
is as great a wrong to Infidels as teaching heresy is to Chris- 
tians, we shall hav no hope of being able to set him right by 
any statement of fact that we could make. We simply pro- 
test against his lying methods. 


We desire to call the attention of those who hold religion 
in the schools to be & necessary part of the curriculum as 
the foundation of moral teachings to these words of the In- 
dependent, which, in spite of its Congregational denom- 
inationalism, is the leading religious journal of the country : 
“ We believe in absolutely secular and undenominational 
|publicschools. . . . Oar public schools used generally 
to hav. Protestant exercises. That custom has greatly de- 
creased, and the schools are no less the nurseries of good morals. 
We know that there are places where religious exercises are 
still conducted after the Protestant fashion; but we do not 
approve of it, and hav for many years expressed ourselvs 
clearly on the subject." It is encouraging to note algo that 
many clergymen are occupying the same position. In Chi- 
cago there isa ** Woman's Moral and Educational Union,” 
which is circulating petitions to the school board to com- 
mand the reading of the Bible in the public schools of that 
city. Several clergymen, Methodists, Baptists, and Presby- 
terians, hav refused to sign the document. One of them, 
Dr. H. G. Jackson, Methodist, said to a News reporter: 
« No, I hav not signed the petition and shall not do. so. I 
believe the public school is a state institution and the state 
has no business with teaching religion. I take the position 
that all children should be compelled to attend the public 
Schools, and that it is not fair to require the children of 
Jews, or those of some other faith that are not Christians, 
to read the scriptures—that is, the New Testament script- 
ures. The question arises, if you read the Bible in the 
public schools: What Bible? King James’s is the Protest- 
ant Bible and the Douay Bible the Roman Catholic. Then 
again, we cannot read the whole Bible. Who is to select 
the portions that are to be read? A great many of the 
teachers in the schools are not Christians and then some are 
Protestants and some are Roman Catholics. I don’t want 
any such person to select the portions to be read. Rather 
they should not be read at 8ll. Another objection: If the 


teacher reads the Bible he may fee! disposed to comment 
upon it. He may ridicule it and say it is not true, and may 
do & great deal of damage to the children. If you prohibit 
any comment he may do it by his looks. What we call mo. 
rality can be taught without the use of the Bible. I claim that 
the state has nothing to do with religion.” 
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Aeiters from friends. 

Kansas Ciry, Mo., Sept. 23, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $2 for the '* Freethinker’s 

Pictorial Text Book.” You are “a daisy!” Do it some 


more. Our church-members are dead in love with you! 
Respectfully yours, JOHN Larson. 


Sr. Pavr, Minn., Sept. 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I am entirely satisfied with the paper. I 
hope we shali see the pictures again soon. They are the 
dash that agitates the cream. They can do no harm, and 
much good. Kindest regards to your whole outfit. 
. Jomw MONROE. 


SAavAOnE, Coro., Sept. 29, 1°90. 
Mr. Eprros: We shall be glad to see the pictures resumed. 
My friend is getting to be like me—cannot do without Tax 
TRUTH SELKER. The last from John Peck is a good one on 
the eccentricities of the good Christian and his fabled india- 
rubber God. Yours truly, W. H. MONTGOMERY. 


Rrivexrsipg, CaL., Sept. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The two extra books ordered are the result 
of & little missionary work. I will try to send some more 
orders, for I understand the other pictures will be issued in 
book form only on the condition that the present book suc- 
ceeds. I vote for them, and you can count me for at least 
one copy. Yours truly, OC. NgwroN Ross. 


Genzsex, ILL., Sept. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $5—$3 for the grand old 
TRoTH SkEkkEgs and $2 for the picture book. I hav taken 
your paper so long, I would feel lonesome without it. As 
soon as we read the papers wife sends them broadcast all 
over the land to do missionary work. Good wishes to all 
who are fighting against the accursed superstition. 
L. Q. BARNES. 


Rarzies, N. C., Sept. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: I am glad to see that Mr. Heston has im- 
proved in health so as to be able to resume his labors in the 
pictorial department of THz TaurH SEEKER, hoping he en- 
joyed his much-needed vacation. I missed the pictures 
greatly, but hope he will giv us some fine ones shortly. I 
think he fulfiils the saying about fighting the devil with his 

own fire. Jno. T. Ross. 


HENDERSON, KY., Sept. 29, 1896. 
Mr. Eprror: In order to help along the good cause, both 
at “ your house” and ‘‘ our house," I inclose $2 to pay for 
a copy of ‘‘ The Freethinkers’ Text-Book.” I am beginning 
to be surprised at the amount of work the Freethinkers are 
doing in this country. The great number and high standing 
of authorities quoted in their literature are creating a pro- 
found impression on new investigators, and this is quite per- 
ceptible among lawyers, physicians, journalists, etc., who 
do not publicly avow their sentiments for fear of Christian 

ostracism. T. J. STEVENSON. 


Epexrwoop, ALA., Sept. 24, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I distribute my TRUTH SEEKERS to those 
that will read them, and think that another year I can get 
you some subscribers. But the people here are all hard up 
—hav not got over the effects of the war. Most of them are 
very pious, very strict about keeping the Sabbath, but are 
very anxious to get Northern people in here to develop tke 
country, and therefore put up with their Infidelity, which 
‘they would rot do were they in better circumstances. There 
are a good many Northern people about here, and nearly all 
of them take little stock in religion. Below isa list of books 

that I send for. L. Porsirzr. 


NAPANEE, Inp., Sept. 30, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $2 for the “ Text.Book." Like 
many others of your subscribers, I liv among a strait- 
laced and church-going people who push aside and refuse 
to read articles written on Freethought subjects. Never- 
theless, light is dawning, and will surely dispel the dark- 
ness of superstition and ignorance now taught in our 
Sabbath-schools all over the land. The churches realize 
the only way to replenish and keep their numbers to the 
present standard is by educating the infants and children 
in the dogmas of their churches and repeating until the 
impressions made are so fixed as never to be forgotten. 
Some may by the aid of light and common sense reach & 
higher plane, and we firmly believe the numbers are in- 

creasing. JoHN HERRING. 


SNowvILLE, VA., Sept. 28, 290. 

Mz. Eviror: I hope all who can will at once write to 
t: Gray Atheist," Olive Branch, Miss., and send books and 
words of cheer and encouragement. If he lectures as well 
as he writes, he will do good work forourcause. His letter 
is just splendid. I only wish we could replace his cow—not 
as an act of charity, but as a spur to enthuse him on to suc- 
cess in the path he has so nobly chosen. Of course all who 
write him expecting 8 reply will inclose a stamp or two. I 
wish his wife would correspond with a few good Liberals, 
and see if she would not be convinced of the better way. I 


shall -send him 8 letter and some books today. Go thou | 


and do likewise. 
I am rejoiced to see the pictures again. 
the. scene of old David's hankerings ! 
ErwiNA DRAKE LENKER. 


How divine (?) 


Porrvittz, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1890. . 
Mz. Eprror I would like to say something to encourage 


Y 
our lone brother at Olive Branch, Miss., and I would like to 
help him, but I am a poor, crippled Soldier, with the mag- 
nanimous pension of $8 per month, and cannot work at all. 
But I know something about how he feels, for we liv in an 
orthodox hell here. But tell him to continue to be good and 
loving to that dear little woman, and she may be brought to 
see the right way in time. There is nothing that tells more 
on Christianity than for an Infidel to liv an upright, good, 
kind life. Tell him to let his wife read the Bible and to read 
it himself, but not to argue with her about it; to teach his 
children to be upright and truthful without the fear of an 
orthodox Gad, and if I can ever see a way to help him I will 
gladly do so. Cannot our Freethonght friends say amen for 
Brother “ Gray Atheist?" Inclosed find $2 for the " Pic- 
torial Text-Book ” with blank insertions for writing. 

Yours for truth and fair play, Jonn R. Coats. 


. BATTLE, Wasu., Sept. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: You will find inclosed $8, for which please 
send me four copies of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text. 
Book.” Since receiving mine I hav secured the sale of the 
four herewith ordered, and expect to sell a great many more 
in the near future. 

Freethought is thriving in the great Northwest, and I hope 
to 8ee the grand state of Washington up with, if not actually 
&head of, her sister states in the race for mental freedom. 
We shall hav the champions of Freethought, Mr. J. E Rems- 
burg and Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, with us for a few lectures 
on or about October 20ih, and expect to hav a good time. 

I am glad to learn through your paper of the improved 
condition of Mr. Heston’s health, and hope he will liv long 
to labor for the emancipation of the minds of the people from 
the thralldom of superstition. 

I hope to be able to send you another order next week. 

Yours for the distribution of Secular literature, 

` R J. Witson. 


Sours Or Ciry, Pa., Sept. 23. 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: Inclosed find $2 for the “ Pictorial Text- 
Book." I hav been trying very hard tc get you a new sub- 
scriber, but as yet hav failed. But I hope that through 
the influence of Tar TaurH SEEKER, which I circulate 


among my friends, I shall in time be able to get you several. 


Ido not know if I am the only one from Ol City. I hrpe 
not. There ought to be & great many Freethinkers here, as 
there are fifteen thousand inhabitants in this city, with 
thirteen churches and only five thousand church-goers. Iam 
acquainted with probably half a dozen Freethinkers, and 
some of them are afraid to express their ideas, as they think 
it would hurt their business. But I hope I can open their 
eyes to see differently. TuE FRUTH SEEKER looks a little 
dull at present to canvass with, as the cartoons are one-half 
the help in canvassing. Inclosed you will find a list of names 
of persons to which I wish you would send sample copies. 
I hope Mr. Heston has regained his health sufficiently to 
resume his work. Yours in true Liberal thought, 
G. E. GaNDzELOT. 


CrorsNATI, O., Sept. 21, 1890. 

Mr. Environ: Inclosed find $2, for which please send me 
the '' Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” The writer and 
a large delegation of the Cincinnati ‘elect " will attend the 
Convention of the Secular Union at Portsmouth next month. 
I call this convention '* the communion of saints.” 

Let me state a comical occurrence that occurred the other 
evening. A younger brother finds great sport in attending 
the Salvation Army hoe-downs. This evening everybody 
was getting in rounds of amens, hallelujahs, bless the lambs, 
etc., from the rear seats in such force as to shake the block. 
They started the song, ‘‘ Heave along on the ship of Zon,” 
and by the time the chorus was reached he had up one hun. 
dred and twenty pounds of steam and turned himself into 
a steam calliope to boom the chorus. Pandemonium 
reigned as soon as the chorus was finished. The leader 
jumped, raved, screeched, and pawed the air, indulged in 
scathing remarks about the young heathen, pointed his 
finger at him and screeched that “if God had intended that 
young man to be a steamboat whistle, he would hav at- 
tached a boiler and mud-drum to him.” l 

The singing of the second verse was dispensed with and 
the young heathen withdrew. Gzo. E. Liear. 
Luray, Va., Sept. 29, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed a postal note for the 
picture book. About three years ago I joined the Farmers’ 
Alliance, in which I worked honestly and earnestly with the 
hope to hasten the time when such ignorance and supersti- 
tion as is known by our most intelligent of to.day would die 
forever. But alas, I found & majority of the members in my 
sub Alliance to be a bigoted, superstitious set of hypocrits. 
They hav expelled me on account of my religious views. 
They deny this, but I hope that I shall be able to prove it 
true. Ihav demanded of them charges and specifications 
written, such as were preferred against me at the time of my 
expulsion, but from some cause I cannot get them. I sup- 
pose they hav found that they are unconstitutional. They 
acknowledged at the meeting of my expulsion that my ac- 
tions toward them had been as good as, if not better than, 
those of sny other member, but as I was an Infidel they felt 
that they were doing wrong by fellowshiping me as 4 
brother. 

Now, dear brothers and sisters for Freethought and liberty, 
I feel at a loss to know what to do. I hava wife, with five 
boys; the boys’ ages run from one to fifteen years. I do not 
feel disposed to send my boys to Such schools as we hav 
here. They teach them more Christian religion than any- 
thing else. The climate is good here and the land is medium, 
but the progress of the people is too slow for me. It any 
Liberal friends will be kind P to inform me of any 


the aid of superstition. 


place where I might do better for myself and children and 
where I can aid in the cause of Freethought and liberty, I 
shall feel very grateful to them, besides paying them for 
their kindness. Are there any of the readers of the grand 
TaurH SEEKER that know anything about the reliability of 
the K. C. C. Co. people? I would love to meet with a Free- 
thought Liberal lady at least once in this the only life. 
Sincerely, M. V. DADISMAN. 


Lesti, Mion., Sept. 20, 1890. 
Mr.:Eprror: Let us say to dear friends one and all, we 
88.8 band of honest men and women want you to investigate 
for yourself. Do not be humbngged any longer by a lot of 
humbugs that call themselvs clergy All they want is your 
money. The same class got their living six thousand years 
ago by deceiving people. It was very easy a few thoussnd 
years ago to make people believe anything. Some at that 
time did not believe such nonsense, aud what became of 
them? Their heads came off. F'reethinkers hav enlight. 
ened the world too much for such business to-day. Dear 
friends, when your clergy tell you not to associate with 
Freethinkers and investigators, remember they want your 
moncy. Dear friends, investigate for yourselvs, and you 
will be much happier than now, and know much more than 
now. It has always been the aim of the clergy to keep peo- 
ple in ignorance. In that way they can get their living very 
easily, and not hav to work. They area class of men too 
lazy to work for a living. Friends, as we hav ssid before, 
investigate for yourselvs and you will flad that this planet 
has been millions of years working to be what it is to-day. 
Send to New York to Tus TaurH SEEKER office and get 
Professor Denton’s works on geology, that will prove to you 
that it was millions of years ago that this planet was thrown 
off from the sun, just as others are thrown off to-day, and by 
perpetual motion they became cooled off and became what 
this is to day. Then how falee is the Bible statement that 

the world was created by ‘‘God” six thousand years ago! 

Mz. anp Mrs H. HAYNES. 


Tampa, Fra., Sept. 23, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find $2 for the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pic. 
torial Text-Book.” I am very anxious to see the '' Text. 
Book.” I know it must be very interesting. We hav quite 
a body of Freethinking people here, and we need some one 
to giv a few good lectures on this subject in Tampa. As it 
is now, it seems to be all on one side, and hell own? that 
side. Forthe more the preacher preaches up a hell of fire and 
brimstone, and calls them rascals, thieves, and all sorts of 
bad names, the better they like the preacher, and he can 
scare the money right out of them by the dollars, and not 
only money but land and city lots. They hav to hav hell, 
Christ, and the devil in their fraudulent business to keep it 
in running order. Murderers and notorious rascals belong to 
this would-be righteous class of people. Their idea is to 
serve God, and their god is money, and there is no better 
way of making money than to be on hand with your pitch- 
forks and play the devil with the sinners and make them 
toe the mark for so much, from $1 up to $100 or more. Tf 
they hav not got the money, then the preachers demand 
land, horses, cattle, or anything that will satisfy their god 
of Greed. ' 

Tur Taura SEEKER is a terror to this class of people, and 
when they can get hold of one they tear it up and burn it, 
and then mention in their prayers to God what a good thing 
they hav done, and wish to be rewarded with a crown of 
glory in the sweet by and by. Nevertheless, THE TRUTA 
SEEKER is doing a great deal of good, and people of intelli- 
gence are beginning to think for themselvs. 


Yours truly, C. W. WELLS. 


Eav Cramz, Wis., Sept. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Epıror: The egotistical editor of Ægotism, a paper 
devoted to the Utilitarian philosophy, and published at San 
‘Francisco, ridicules the offer of the American Secular Union 
for à manual of instruction in morals free from dogmatism, 
describing it as à Bible for Freethinkers to be published by 
authority, and so on. Ifthe egotistical editor of Hyotism had 
read the circular published by the American Secular Union 
when this offer was made, he would know that what the 
Union called for is not an ethical treatis, still less a moral 
code, but a manual for teachers designed to illustrate the 
best practical methods of teaching morality without invoking 
It is difficult to see what the ego- 
tistical editor of Ægotism could find to object toin that. But 
the egotistical editor of Hyotism is the most dogmatical per- 
son now posing as a Freethinker, always except Tucker. 
To read his paper anyone would imagin that the doctrins of 
utility in their baldest shape were an original and epoch- 
making discovery of his own, instead of a philosophy as old 
as Aristippus, from which Freethinkers so carefully edu- 
cated as John Stuart Mill and Herbert Spencer hav receded, 
on the ground that it proves nothing or too much—that its 
fundamental maxim, ‘‘ Men seek pleasure and avoid pain,” 
is not universally true, unless the words pleasure and pain 
are used in so broad & sense 88 to make it a mere truiam. If 
it means only that everyone who can does as he likes, then, 
indeed, it ig true, but also undisputed and inconsequential. 
It sheds not a ray of light on such questions as why one man 
likes to shut himself in a dark cell in company with a skull 
and a hymn-book, while another likes to command a schooner 
of pirates; why one goes without his dinner to add twenty- 
five cents to $100,000, while another likes to spend his last 
red cent for whisky. These and similar problems are 
elucidated only by the law of evolution, which has made the 
dogmas of Jeremy Bentham antiquated. All this the ego- 
tistical editor of Ægotism ignores, which he has a right to do, 
for there is no objzction to any creature's braying, if, as the 
poet would say, it is his nature to. When, however, the 
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egotistical editor of Egotism undertakes to ridicule the ideas 
of others, he should first know what they are. 
C. L. JAMES. 


RoaNoxz, Va., Sept. 24, 1890. 

Mz. EDITOR : Since my letter which you kindly published 
in your issue of July 19.h, I hav noticed what seems to me 
to be a growing interest in the Freethought secret society 
idea. In nearly every issue the necessity of more perfect or- 
ganization of Liberals is pointed out by one or more writers. 
Dr. C. E. Boynton's letter which you published September 
20this to the point. Ilikethatletter, and the man for writing 
it; and I wish every Freethinker in the land could and 
would read and profit by it. He says very truthfully, ** Now 
is the time to organize, for stormy times are coming for Lib- 
erals by and by.” And I repeat my former question: Why 
should we Liberals continually expose ourselvs in the open 
field while our treacherous, hypocritical enemies take advan- 
tage of every ambush, every subterfuge, every kind of sub- 
tlety, not to convince or convert us but to damage and ruin 
us. The difference between us now and what we would be 
if we were organized into a good, strong, secret society, 
is the difference between a good well-disciplined, well- 
officered, well-armed army and a disorganized mob armed 
with sticks, stones, and bludgeons. Some of your corre- 
pondents seem to fear that it will damage the American Bec- 
ular Union. It appears to me it would hav the opposit 
effect, that it would be a great help to it. 
- The American Secular Union is doing good work fora 
specific purpose. As I understand it, its aim and object is 
the separation of church and state. That is good and 
proper, but Freethinkers want more. We want not 


only separation of church and state, but we want 
equality,  sociality, education, friendship, assistance, 
and sympathy when in trouble, protection when 


assatled, and justice all the time. When we come to die we 
would like to hav some one near us who we could feel was a 
tried and true friend, whom we could trust to see that our last 
wishes were respected and faithfully carried out, that would 
see that our loved ones were not robbed and degraded whén 
we are past protecting them. Our friend Kaynoldscriticises 
rather severely the Los Angeles Assembly of Progress. Ido 
not know much about it, but if it is simply a life-insurance and 
sick-benefit society then it ijs not in my opinion all we 
want, although it may be an excellent society for what it was 
intended. 

Let us hav a good, strong Freethought secret society. I 
am ready to join any twenty good men and start it at once 
almost anywhere. Jostan FRIEND. 


OxzTo, KanN., Sept. 14, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrog: While no practical organization exists in 
this part of man’s heritage, Freethought principles are stead- 
ily gaining ground. 

There are several causes that lead to this conclusion. 
This season is the first that baseball has been played on 
Sunday in these parts. God's folks, who never could 
endure the sight of rational erjoyment, threatened arrest on 
all sides, but the boys kept right on, and the wind passed 
over. 

I see jn the last issue you class ministers as beggars, but 
the old adage that ‘‘ beggars may not choose" does not 
apply to them, as the following illustrates. 

Some time ago as hard a looking pilgrim as ever bore the 
image of God floated into these parts and announced himself 
as the ‘‘ master’s servant," and his business as that of ‘‘ saving 
souls.” He at once obtained the use of a school-house and 
went into ‘ business.” After preaching ''salvation's free ” 
for some time to half à dozen old crones and a few school- 
children, he gave them to understand that unless the ** mas- 
ter’s servant" got his hire, he would shut up shop; so the 
hat waspassed. But the amount obtained was so despicably 
small that it was concluded to canvass the neighborhood and 
to leave the plunder obtained at the house of a certain good 
sister. Shortly after, the son of the good sister waited upon 
me, and after stating his case asked what I could do in the 
premises. Now, I happened to bein the same circumstances 
as a man I read of in a certain old book—‘ gold and silver 
had” I none; but being desirous of giving the “servant” 
a lift, I sent him my hoe. And a very good hoe it was. 
But notwithstanding the usefulness of the tool, and the 
generous intentions of the donor, it was rejected with dis- 
dain, and I got no end of abuse for presuming to '* monkey” 
with a servant of the most high. However, he needs no hoe 
now, for he undertook to follow the example of the master, 
except that he rode off one horse instead of two asses, and 
he is now in the penitentiary, where anyone is liable to be 
who follows the teaching of the '* good book ” too literally. 
So you see there is a distinction between beggars and minis- 
ters No one will perhaps dispute that they are closely 
allied—belong to the same genus—but you see the acci- 
dents that attach to one.are not common to both, and I 
believe any naturalist who is acquainted with the ‘‘ var- 
mints” will agree with me in my observations. 

Some time ago one of your subscribers objected to the 
publishing of economic questions. Now I will state that 
I hav received a great deal of information on economic 
and sociological questions that hav been incidentally brought 
up in Tux Truru SEEKER, and I am sorry that that class 
of correspondents is on the decrease, as it seems to me. 
Rawhiding ghosts becomes monotonous with me, notwith- 
standing they richly deserve the severe castigations they 
are continually receiving from the doughty Freethinkers. 
I am pleased to admit that a very large percent of Free- 
thinkers hold correct views on economic’ problems, but 
all do not, as is evidenced by our Prohibition friend from. 
Massachusetts, who sees no difference between the owner- 
ship of land and the ownership of a horse. 


Before closing I. wish to return my thanks to T. E. 
Longshore for his able contributions. Joann A. Maynew. 


Otrve Branog, Miss., Oct. 1, 1890. 

Mg. Eprrog: Last Sunday morning, as is my custom, 
while the birds were yet singing their morning carols I sad- 
‘dled my horse and rode into the village of Olive Branch, 
Miss , to get my mail. On arriving at my designation I 
found the town almost deserted, but soon hearing shouts 
from the depot bent my steps thence, and found nearly the 
entire male population awaiting the arrival of an incoming 
excursion train. The train pulled in in a few minutes, and 
everybody present except myself, the postmaster, and the 
depot agent embarked, with farewell shouts and jubilant 
huzzas. After I had got my mail and stored it in my saddle- 
bags, the postmaster, who was on his way to Suaday-school, 
gave me a cordial invitation to go with him and recite in his 
Bible class. I was not in a hurry, and accepted. We found 
on our arrival at the church about a score of old ladies and 
gentlemen and three little boys, the former angrily discussing 
the impiety of the young people absenting themselvs from 
Sabbath-school to go off on an excursion, many of them de- 
nouncing a law that would allow excursions on Sunday. 
Well, our lesson was from Dan. v, about Belshazzar’s 
drunken revel and the handwriting on the wall. We all read 
in concert, and then came the questions. When my turn 
came I ventured to ask how & man’s hand could write upon 
a wal unless a man wrote therewith. ‘‘Oh,” said the 
teacher, ‘the Lord himself did the writing!” Said I, "By 
reference to the fifth verse here, you will see that the king 
saw the fingers of a man’s hand writing on the wall ”—and 
giving them no time for interruption I proceeded to say that 
—“ the king was probably so near intoxicated that he could 
see snakes, toads, and anything more that he in such condi- 
tion was capable of conceiving in his vision; and besides, if 
it was, as is here stated, a man’s hand that did the writing, 
then it cannot be otherwise than that it was written by a 
man, for all parts of the body as a whole constitute a man 
and a hand separated from the man cou!d not possibly ina 
literal sense be a man's hand. A ship with a mast is com- 
plete; then the mast of such a ship would be a ship’s mast, 
but separated from the ship it would be only a mast. And 
a hand separated from an‘arm, from a man, would be a hand 
but not a man's hand. Then some man in the audience must 
hav done the writing; and in such case where is the miracle 
of the matter?" There was only a few of us, no children 
except three, and while I thus addressed them they winked 
at each other and seemed to hav agreed that they were get- 
ting me into a trap. When I paused, one asked if I knew of 
any language similar to the words that were then written? 
** Oh, yes," said I, “ ‘Mine! mine! tea-kettle upsettin’,’ is 
quite & similar phrase." A ripple of laughter, half sup- 
pressed, went through the class, and one brother asked me 
if I had not been reading Thomas Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” 
** No, my friend,” came the reply, ** but I hav been reading 
the Bible, and any man whoreads the Bible understandingly 
must then and there become a doubter.” After my quoting 
many D.D.s’ opinions to them that the book of Daniel was 
not inspired, our class retired, and the school soon after ad- 
journed. I was given a cordial invitation to come again, to 
leave my skepticism at home and recite with them &8 & 
believer. I declined as cordially, for I think I can find better 
company with John Peck and THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

ATHEIST. 


LEAVENWORTH, Kan., Oct. 1, 1890. 

Mr. Eprtor: ‘‘ One word more” on Prohibition—merely 
an informal chat in the friends’ ‘‘ love feast" department. I 
wish to return thanks for & goodly number of letters and 
cards commending my article in No. 36. One brother avers 
that every sentence was an unanswerable, undebatable dec- 
laration of self-evident truth, except possibly I might be 
mistaken in my figures as to loss of population. I explained 
to Brother Mack at the time that those figures were taken 
from the Kansas City Times,.and I could not of my own 
personal knowledge vouch for their accuracy. But ques- 
tions of principle, of truth, of right, hav little to do with 
** figgers." 

If the Times statistician meant to giv actual decrease from 
population of 1885 they may possibly be too high, but if to 
show shortage in 1890 from what it ought to be according to 
ratio of increase prior to hostilities in 1885, then it is infi- 
nitly too low. For instance, our state census in 1885 gave 
this city 36,000. Our United States census in 1890 givs us 
20,000, a loss of 16,000 in five years. Our county assessor 
in his official report assigns as the cause Prohibition. If this 
percentage of loss prevailed throughout Kansas and Iowa 
then the figures given were not half high enough. 

No, no, I never debate with a Prohibitionist who has 
passed into the second or third stage of his disease. It is 
no use. They are past cure. Besides, it involves a sacrifice 
of self-respect that I do not feel called upon to make at my 
advanced age. ‘Their first argument is, ** You're a liquor 
lover, a rum-sucker, a saloonist,” etc., and their subsequent 
‘* reasoning " is like unto church fair soup. My statements 
and logic are proper subjects for criticism, but my personal 
habits are no concern of meddlesome, holy-horror prudes, or 
back-door-smelling sneaks. Whether Iam atea-totaler,alight, 
a moderate, or a hard drinker, the social mud-larks, gutter- 
snipes, and innuendo.slingers of Comstockian, puritanic 
Prohibition must find out for themselvs. I shall not tell. 
The only honest, sane temperance worker I hav heard of for 
five years is the great and good Francis Murphy, who de- 
clares that Prohibition promotes intemperance. He is work- 
ing successfully in the ofü way, aud the rabble of cranks 
who are dying to inject Prohibition into a perishing world 
with squirt-guns are throwing all the obstacles they can in 
his way. 


- 


That document gent out by the Prohibitionists of Kansas, | subject indefinitly. 


published as standing matter in their Massachusetts Voice, 
and recently smuggled into the ver-indulgent TauvH SEEKER, 
for truth, regardless of its character, contains more infernal 
lies, and bigger ones, to the equare inch, than any campaign 
election dodger I ever saw. Thirty-three of the most un- 
qualified falsehoods in the space of ten inches! I refer to 
Moses Harman, or any other Kansas Liberal, for corrobora- 
tion. Of course it givs a few truths, such as: ‘‘ There is 
not a distillery or brewery in operation in Kansas,” ‘ the 
people are beginning to see the results,” and ‘‘the tax- 
payers begin to feel it.” Alas, that is too true. My taxes 
in this and Doniphan counties are five percent. A Wyan- 
dotte paper says: ‘‘This county pays $26,000 costs for 
liquor prosecutions last quarter. Prohibition comes high, 
but the Republican party will hav it.” Certainly, no 
whisky, beer, or wine is made in Kansas. Our money goes 
to Missouri, Kentucky, Wisconsin, and California, for those 
important factors in civilization. 

That creature Bradford is the most rotten demagog and 
crazy Prohibition crank in Kansas. He is making a fortune 
out of the business, and is to Prohibition what Moses wa3 
to the Jews, an aggressiv ripper, despoiler, and boodler. 
Neither Martin nor Humphrey was ever governor of Kansas 
in fact—only in theory. They were political prostitutes, the 
abject tools of the Prohibitionists and did their bidding. 
The idea of putting such witnesses on the stand as will put 
Davis, Beauregard, and Seemes on the siand to prove the 
beneficence and ''success" of secession! Whea fittezn 
hundred leading men of Kansas once met in convention at 
the capitol to ask Governor Humphrey to resubmit Prohi- 
bition, their request for so much as a conference even was 
insultingly refused. Thirty thousand Rzpublicans and one 
hundred thousand Democrats enrolled in resubmission clubs 
and yet the saintly liars of Prohibition, and all their tools, 
hav the unparalleled mendacity to declare that there is no 
demand for resubmission, that ‘“‘ resubmission is as dead as 
Slavery." But slavery is not dead. The clanking of its 
chains is heard ali over our land, and there are professing 
Liberals who are aiding the church to rivet the fetters of 
bondage still more tightly. As to Ingalls, like Benedict 
Arnold, he would sell out the liberties of his country for a 
few eighteen per cent Kansas mortgages. Yet no one living 
has & deeper detestation for Prohibitionists than he. ‘‘ Tae 
unsexed of both sexes," “the he-women and she men," 
“ the obscene birds of politics,” ‘‘ the capons and epicenes 
of society,” are a few of the choice expressions he has hurled 
at them. More bitter, stinging terms of disrespect and 
derision could not be invented. More galling words of con- 
tempt could not be uttered. 

The United States collector’s office in this city shows nine- 
teen hundred joints in Kansas licensed by Uncle Sam, and 
God only knows how many unlicensed ‘‘ boot-leggers,” 
“ coat-tailers,” and ''gopher-holera" there are dispensing 
vile rotgut that makes a man feel, as an old Kentuckian 
sorrowfully told me, “asif he had a litter of kittens in his 
belly." 

Aside from the class who buy their liquor of local 
dealers, hundreds of thousands order and receiv2 it by ex- 
press. Prohibitionists and ladies usually buy at drug stores, 
where the price is uniformly fifteen cents per pint for poor 
liquor. When the stuff is called for the druggist lays a 
pencil and book, the size of a check-book, on the counter 
and, while he fills the order, you write your complaint in the 
blank and sign it. ''Debility," “chills,” ** cold,” ** snake. 
bite,” etc., are the usual diseases given. Sometimes 
druggist rattles out, ** You swater-that,” but more often this | 
legal sacrament is omitted. A lady told me that, instead of 
signing, she grabs the bottle, fires the book at the druggists 
head, and runs. The book is never passed to & customer 
who the druggist is satisfied will not giv him away, as he is 
taxed five cents for every sale on the book. Behind the 
prescription case, however, all formality is dispensed with, 
the only condition being internal capacity and the ability to 
pay and walk. Our Kansas druggists are firm on that point 
—they will not bother to hold a man up and pour liquor 
into him with a funnel—they must draw the line somewhere. 

Out of these nineteen hundred joints, Leavenworth, the 
beautiful ‘‘metropolis of Kansas,” is sccredited with one 
hundred and fourteen. A limited number run under suffer- 
ance at $100 per month, which the marshal puts into the 
treasury. The balance are hunted for as we boys used to 
hunt for chipmunks’, squirrels’, and bees’ nests to rob them 
of their treasures. If found, with liquor in sight, they must 
either ** hush up” the police, or giv up the goods and fixt- 
ures, which are destroyed. The poor devil is arrested and 
dragged into court, then come trial, costs, delay, acquittal 
of the many and fine and imprisonment of the few. Of the 
thousands of commercial men who range our state, not one 
reports inability to get all he can drink anywhere in it. 
There is not a man in Kansas who ever weat thiraty for an 
hour for lack of opportunities to quench his thirst. Prohi- 
bition prohibits—on paper only. Weare fighting Prohibi- 
tion on principle, and not, as shallow minds might suppose, 
because our rations of grog hav been shut off. 

Our “star chamber,” ‘law and order league” conspira- 
tors are all blatant churchites, mostly Methodists. They em- 
ploy professional informers—spies, spotters, decoys, detec- 
tivs, etc., all scoundrels, sneaks, and villaius of the dee pest 
dye. Any law that is manifestly so unreasonable and unjust 
in its purpose, so odious and so loathsome in its provisions, 
so outrageously flazrant and proscriptiv in its violation of 
human rights, and so abominably disgusting and obnoxious 
to public sentiment that it will not be respected or obeyed, 
and cannot be enforced except by the sid of such damnable 
methods, had better go unexecuted. It is more honored by 
being trampled under foot. The remedy is a thousand times 
worse than the disease. 

Ill health and business labors now compel me to drop the 
j S. R. SHEPHERD, 
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Children’s Garner. 


Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Blue Autumn Lily 


A little blue lily that bloomed in the fall 
With scarcely a flower sround her, 
Was scorched with the frost, the hot sun, and all, 
Yet lovely wherever we found ber; 
She held up her head so brave and so sweet, 
When everything else was dead at our feet. 


The gray turtle-dove, her soul in her eyes, 
Amid the box-elders sat moaning i 
The jay that caught his bright coat from the 
skies 
Was in fright to hear such a crooning; 
While the lily below, with her hues like the jay, 
Bade the dove cease her sighs and be cheerful 
and gay. 
Tho lark, planning over her long southern flight, 
Bang sweotly that others might follow; 
The shrike hurried by, and glad was the sight, 
When blackbirds came up from the hollow; 
And the lily grew bright with the song and its 
cheer, 
The last of her race all alone with us here. 


There were brown tufted grasses and vines in the 
corn 
That rustled the saddest of dirges, 
Though glad they had waved and sung in the 
morn 
When the sun had gold in its surges; 
And all things mourning the hand of the frost, 
But the lily that seemed like a child that was lost. 


Where the rose had blushed red and scattered her 
leaves 
To the night-winds wooing 80 early ; 
Now the farmer was singing, while gathering his 
sheaves, 
That summer had blessed him so fairly. 
Each useful and good, but the sweetest of all 
Was the little blue lily that bloomed in the fall. 
Clearwater, Neb. Many BAIRD Finog. 
to 
Grandma’s Eyes. 
They wonder why I love her 80; 
They marvel where the magic lies 
That knits me to her, they who know 
That Gladys has her grandma’s eyes! 


They say she’s but a thoughtless tot; 
They say ’tis true she never tries 
To pleasure me—but try or not, 
She can’t but please with grandma’s eyes. 


. They say her sisters are as sweet ; 
It may be 80; as they surmise, 
But who but Gladys comes to greet 
Me gayly with her grandma’s eyes? 


. She’d hav the moon? I'd giv the sun! 
What wonder that my heart denies 
No draft that’s made on it by one 
Who always asks with grandma's eyes? 


Bhe lights up all this world of woe, 
Bhe silences e'en sorrow’s cries; 

Bhe follows me, where'er I go, 
Forever with her grandma's eyes. 


Ah, who that knows what Dowerg proceed 
From simple things, in what strange guise, 
Oan doubt a little child may lead 
An old man with her grandma’s eyes! 


` With Gladys I grow young again ! 
I, who am gray—so fast time fiies— 
Am young; yet how my heart aches when 
Bhe looks at me with grandma’s eyes ! 


My child wife smiles once more on me, 
Giad tears within mine own arise, 
As with my grandchild on my knee 
I gaze into her grandma’s eyes. 
—Mary Norton Bradford in Montreal Star. 
—_ À9-——99— — — — — 


Corner Gospel. 
NOTHING LIKE TRUTH. 

“The truth will bear its weight,” is an old 
and true saying. 

Stick to the truth, and it brings its recom- 
pense. In order to be truthful, cultivate 
memory, the fine powers of sight, touch, 
hearing. Careful observation isa fine quality, 
and everyone should aim to possess it. 

There are pleasant theories, easy ways of 
living, that are recognized as not quite right, 
yet are beautiful and attractiv. 

But no matter how lovely, they should be 
put away if they are false, for they are sure 
to be disastrous in the end. Truth and 
virtue may not offer pleasure at first, but 
nevertheless they lead to ways of pleasantness 
and peace. Truth opens up oftentimes on a 
hard road, but it is the one thing to be de. 
sired in business, in all matters relating to 
true living. 

It brings respect, esteem, confidence, and 
honor. He who will not lend himself to 
falsehocd in any way, who is above bribery, 
ja the one wanted in communities. 

He possesses the material that makes & 
good, reliable citizen of this world. 

A man had engaged to do & piece of work, 
&nd to hav it finished in ten days. During 


that time, there occurred a public holiday, 
which would make one day later in the com- 
pletion of the work. 

He wrote a letter to the person who had 
employed him, stating the facts and explain- 
ing the reason of delay. This man had so 
much regard for his word that he deemed 
the explanation necessary. The act, small 
in itself, showed that the man was worthy of 
highest confidence, as it proved, later, he 
Was. 

Speak the truth. Be loyal to the truth, 
and you can hardly go wrong. 

An error confessed is half redressed. 

* His word is as good as his bond,” is a 
fine compliment. Everyone should strive to 
win it. 8. H. W. 

— 9 e 
Peanuts Transformed. 

There are medium-sized, commonplace 
peanuts, like some of the ordinary persons 
one sees every day, and out of which nothing 
can be made, and there are short, pudgy, 
self-important looking peanuts, and round, 
fat little peanuts that look like the wee, wee 
pig that couldn’t get over the door sill. Then, 
too, there are graceful, slender peanuts, with 
elegant figures, resembling genteel ladies 
with their skirts tightly tied back, some 
wearing bustles, and some wearing none. If 
you want to turn a pile of peanuts into fanci- 
ful objects, such as hunchback men, pigs, 
babies in long clothes, and old women in 
caps, get your pen and ink, a little wax, some 
pins and matches, and prettily colored tissue 
paper. 

Do you want to make a Mother Hubbard? 
Then select a slightly wrinkled peanut. 
Touch up the features of the old lady on the 
bulbous end of the nut. Next sharpen two 
matches, and stick these into her roly poly 
body for legs, then spur her up with two pins 
for arms, and there she will stand before you 
a weazen old woman, with a slightly bilious 
complexion and shrunken limbs, but au old 
woman capable of being improved by dress, 
as most women are. Therefore, fashion her 
a gown and bonnet out of tissue paper, and 
as she would hardly be complete without 
hands and feet, a little gum properly placed 
will supply these missing members. 

A short, thick.set peanut, provided with 
arme and legs and pen-and-ink sketched feat- 
ures, a8 already directed, requires only a tall 
paper cap to transform it into a Humpty 
Dumpty. With the foregoing directions, and 
the employment of a little care and attention, 
bright boys and girls can readily multiply 
these peanut creatures into a numerous and 
interesting family. 


— 94 ——— — — 
What the Mocking-Bird Said, 

The mocking-bird song is a series of sharp, 
staccato notes, repeated again and again very 
rapidly, and with an accent that makes them 
very suggestiv of human speech. One can 
easily turn his whole song into words that, 
when repeated afterward, bring up a vivid 
picture of the bird with his “ trillets of hu- 
mor, shrewdest whistle wit,” that Lanier 
tells about. 

A mocking-bird that sang on the top of a 
bean pole in the garden uttered a medley 
something like this: '*Su-ky! gu-ky! su- 
ky! Come-he-e-e-re! — Come-he-e-e-ret 
Mal-ory! Mal ory! Mal-ory! pe-de-de-de! 
poor-bo-o-y! poor-bo-o-y! Quit! quit! 
whe-o! qu! qu! qu! Chik-a-pe-tu! chik- 
&-pe-tu! chik-a-pe-iu! toll gate! toll gate! 
toll gate! pr-r-r-r-r! Come get it! come 
get it! cup-o-tea! cup-3-tea! cup-o-tea! 
pic-2-o! pic-o-o !” 

Thus he would go on, half an hour at a 
time, in a loud, clear voice, with many turns 
of his wise-looking little head, jerking his 
long tail, and lifting his beautiful wings. 

If you want to get some notion of his ut- 
terances, though not by any means of his 
music, you may do 80 by reading the above 
exactly as it is written in a sharp, quick way. 

i 


Correspondence. 
CLEARWATER, Negs., Sept. 29, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Thanks for ‘ Jed” 
and the kind words expressed in regard to 
‘bad boys.” Ilike ‘‘ bad boys” too. Lalways 
hav spoken and never fail to speak kindly to 
them. This is the only way to help them. 

The inclosed lines Í wrote a year ago, but 
did not get them done in season to send you. 
The flower that resembles a lily is a very 
dark blue, and blooms right on after there 
hav been ever so many hard frosts, and it is 
the very last to succumb. I admire it for the 
brave spirit it exhibits under difficulties, ~ 

To those who are charitably inclined I will 
say now, as I meant to hav done before, 
that I hav held a correspondence with 
our poor old friend J. H. Cook for 
the last fifteen years, and he has not com- 
plained, till within the last few years, of how 


little he has to liv from. He has been, like 
myself, a great sufferer from neuralgia, and 
the cold affects him terribly. His little room 
is only of boards, and he can scarcely keep 
from freezing to death in the cold weather. 

To add to this, he is afflicted with insomnia, 
and to lie awake through the long nights, alone 
and friendless, is enough to make a sympa- 
thetic person weep for such representativa of 
our common humanity. I hope all who can 
will remember him and Mr. Casey, too. The 
latter I hav known only through a correspond- 
ence, begun while his wife was sick and 
helpless so long. He now is sick and in pov- 
erty, and disliked for his Freethought prin- 
ciples. Had I money, as many hav, I would 
build no monuments except those with a 
roof, for aged and indigent Liberals. 
heart aches for all the poor homeless wretches. 

Yours for humanity, Mary B. Fixos. 


[We agree with our friend that the only 
monuments worth erecting are those dedi. 
cated to humanity. When people are truly 
enlightened they will see the folly of p'acing 
costly marble and stone in cemeteries, while 
men and women suffer for the necessaries of 
life. Money will then be used to aid the in- 
digent and to teach the art of real living so we 
never need become the victims of adverse cir- 
cumstance. 

Meanwhile our deserving Liberals should 
pot be allowed to suffer. Those inclined to 
help the two referred to above can forward 
their contributions to the parties direct.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


WzNATOHEE, Wasu., Sept. 15, 1899. 

Dzar Mies WixoN: We hav taken Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER for a number of years, almost 
as far back as I can remember. We always 
—that is, we children—turn to the Children’s 
Corner first, as it is easy to understand and a 
great deal to learn from one small page. A 
little letter from this little girl, and one from 
that little boy, shows you are impressing the 
young minds and helping to build up the 
minds of the future citizens of our republic. 
My father is a Freethinker, and his children 
are, also. Mamma might be called a mild one 
too. Papa is not one that tries to make 
everyone believe as he does; he has his 
Opinions and if anyone asks for them, he 
givsthem. If I hav nothing else to do, I go 
to church or Sunday school on Sunday. Pd 
wil not harm anyone, although I don't 
believe their religion nor do any of our 
family. Wetreat a preacher with as much 
respect as if we did believe his doctrin, and 

pa often asks them to say grace at dinner. 

wouldn’t despise a person because not a 
Freethinker, but fee] sorry to think he should 
be so ignorant. I don’t think any of us 
Freethinkers should put ourselvs on a level 
with the brawling Catholics and Protestants 
of the Middle Ages. We should all hav higher 
thoughts than to quarrel with the ignorant. 
But all the same it does me good to tell a 
preacher that I am an Infidel—yes, a follower 
of Tom Paine. Then they ask me what I go 
to church for. I tel them I go to study 
thoroughly their religion and they might re- 
turn the compliment by going to hear one of 
our lecturers. But they think a Freethinker 
lecture hall is as bad a place as their purga- 
tory, and our lecturer on a level with their 
devil, to lead souls on the downward road. 
Oh, how prejudiced and uninvestigating they 
are, how conceited, to think it isn’t worth 
investigation! But after all, the Bible is 
losing ground. Now according to the census 
enumerator there are two Freethinkers to one 
real church-member. I hav never even seen 
your works, ‘‘ The Story Hour” and ‘‘Apples 
of Gold,” as it takes all my spare money to 
buy books I really need to study, but I will 
get spare money to get them some time, I 
hope. Papa is always ready to buy us any 
book we want. We hav books on almost all 
Subjects of interest, such as history, ancient 
and modern, geography, productions of dif. 
ferent poets, Spiritual and Infidel works. and 
even à large Bible. I like to get the B:ble 
and read to investigate, and at other times to 
read with long-drawn tones to imitate some 
old big-nosed preacher. Well, I am taking 
up too much of your valuable space, so will 
close, hoping you will giv me leave to write 
some more, some Other time. I am seventeen 
years old. HELEN MARGARET PARRISH. 


[We shall always be pleased to hear from 
you, Helen. The Corner will keep a space 
for you, so write at your convenience.—Ep. 


C. C.] 


WzNATOHEE, Wasu., Sept. 15, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
try to write my second letter for this paper. 
It has been real cloudy for several days, and 
is clearer this afternoon, and the wind is 
beginning to blow. It has blown a good 
deal this summer. Last week there wasn’! a 
letter in the Corner. We hav taken THE 
TRUTE BEEEKER ever since I can remember, 
and I always enjoy reading the Children's 
Corner. We liv sbout four miles from 
school. My sister and I went to school on 
horseback. We went about six weeks. I 
Study reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, 
geography, history, grammar, and hygiene- 
physiology. I will be thirteen years old next 
December. I will close, hoping to see this 
letter in print. 

.. Your little Freethinker friend, 
Lovise Parrisa. 


My; 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


7 THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119Pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BIBLE INQUIRER; 


oR, 


A Key to Bible Investigation. 
Containing 148 Propositions ; 
With References to the most Plain and Siriking 
Belf-Oontradictions of the so-called 
Inspired Soriptures. 
BY A. JACOBSON. 
Third edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 
Every Liberal needs a copy for ready reference, 
As a pamphlet to loan to Ohristian friends, it is 
the most effeotiv Iconoclast ever published. 


Price only 25 cents. 
MENS WANTED Sci Sues SAMPLE TREE, A caso 


qnportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 5439 Hroudway, Ne Y. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 
Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Christian Aseocia- 
on. 


By Rron. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Careor of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the Troe Meaning of this Char. 
aoter as described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of * Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy” Paper. 8v0, 25 cents 


TIRY-SQUARE: 


, ) 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 

This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without euperstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Ps. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROME 8 REASON 


A Memoir of Christian and Extra-Christian Expe- 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL RAMSAY WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestautism 
and Catholicism; from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two sys- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows which 
pure logic is capable of inflicting.—[Critical Re. 


view. 
Cloth, 12mo, $1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Mow READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This yolume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
tream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this boo. 
in his home. Itis now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Wortu, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument, 

With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument, 
BY 
GxonaE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, Karu BLIND, 
Lypia R. CHASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fea a dollar. 
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THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
9 ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. l 


Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


Designs by Watson 
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ule. 
What Uncle Sam Shonld Do. 


Whe Church Robbing ihe People. 


New York Oity’s Annnal Gift to the Ohnrches, 
The Taxpayers and the Canrches =E 


Thanksgiving. 
Thankigiving-T. 
“ —Iii. 


Sabbath Laws, 
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PIONEER PITH. 


Tux Gist or LEOTURES oN RATIONALISM 


By Carr. R. C. Apams, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Club; author of 
“Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition pu o Reason, 
^ © Byolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientifio and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Taos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 
Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and ‘LECTURES, 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. '"(0pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“ Jesus the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. Bennett and Rey. Mx. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE: 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV, A, HATOHARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Infiuence of Christianity. 


Price; 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing tbe Bible's Bart Teachings and Ray- 
ings with thosa of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Anthors. 


By de CO. DARLING. 
Paper, - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABGICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. i 
By O. B. Wzı1TFoRD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
. Price, 35 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
. United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, $ 2 . 25 cents, 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM 
By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents, 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jxo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and  Malerialsm. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Warrrozp, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORiCAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. MoLanEx. 
Paper, 50 centa. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures iu the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired) 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoon. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE, 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75, 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
Rexiagious Purrranism AND MONEY-QETTING: 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20c.; flexible clo., 33. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
. jcalRomance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker, ' 
é 3 Pap., 502.; cio., 75. 
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144 Morar, THEOLCGIOAL, HISTORIOAL, AND 
SPEouLATIVE PROPOSITIONS. 
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SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU. 


Book of the Gene-ation of Jesus. First Trans, 
from the Hebrew Original Story ox Jesus. 
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SHELLEY AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORMER, 
By C. SOTHERAN. 
Paper, 8v0, £0 cents ; cloth, 75. 


SHORT 
LESSON IN HISTORY 
FOR CHRISTIANS. 


^n A OARTOON 
From The Truth Seeker, July 11, 1885. 
17x24in. 6 for 39c., 12 for 502., 25 for $1, 100 for $3, 


JOHN'S WAY. Radical Domestic 


Story. 15cents. By Mre. E. D. Slenker. 


LITTLE LESSONS 
FOR 


LITE qUO TIAS 


By Mrs. E. D. SLEXEER. 
Boarder, 4) cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


Wir TuHEOLOGICAL AMENDMENT AND STATE PER- 
SONALITY. 


By Joseph E. Peck. 
Pap. 25: 


SPIRITUALISM 
FROM A MATERIALISTIC STAND.- 
POINT. 

By B. F. UxpERWOOD. 

Price, 10 cents, 


Religion Not History. 


Xixamination of the Morals and History of the New 
Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. Newman, 
Price, 35 cents. 


RELIGION of COMMON SENSE. 


By Professor L. Uhlich. 
Price, 35 cent. 


PAINE VINDICATED. 


Reply to N, Y. O^server. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “ROMAN CATHOLIO CANABD." 
Price, 15 cents. 


Scientific Materislism: 


ITS MEANING and TENDENCY. 
By B. F. UnpER¥ oop. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IRUTH SEEKBR TRACTS. 


(Bound.) 
Vols. I, IT, III, IV, V, 78 no. 595 pages in each vol. 
Per vot, Pap., 


TWELVE TRACTS. 


Bibie Worship. 
Darwinism. 
Design Argument. 


Evolution. 
Jesus Not Perfect. 
Underwood's Prayer. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
25 conts. 


TWO HUNDRED POETICAL BIDDLES, 
Tor the Instruction and Amusement of Youth. 
By E. D. Blakeman. 

25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MIITENS, 


A Btory of the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie 
Butler Browne. 6 cents. 


UBDERWODO-MARPLES DEBATE 


On THE EXISTENOE OF A PERSONAL GOD AND 
INSPIRATION OCF BORIPTURES. 


Between B. F. UNDE RWOOD and Rev. J. Mar- 
ples. 
Paper, 35 cents ; cloth, 60. 


VOLTAIRE IN FXILE. 


Memoirs. 
His Life and Works in France and Abroad. 


And Unpublished Correspondence With Mme. du 
; hatelet. 


. By B. GASTINEAU. ? 
Price, paper,75 cents: oloth, $1. 


WAIFS AND WANDERINGS, 
AL beral Novel. 
By BaxvuEL P. PUTNAM. 
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BIBLE. IDOLATRY. 


By R- G.- INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents ; per dozen, 3) cents ; per 100, $2. - 
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“EVOLUTION: 
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE. 
By Carr. R. C. ApAMs. 
* One of the cheapest snd best books on the sub- 
e S?! 


Paper, 15 cents. 


Advancements Science 


The Belfast Address. 
By PROF. JOHN TYNDALL. 
With Portrait, Biographical Sketch, and Arti- 
. cles on Prayer. 


Paper, 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69pp., 10 cents. 


AGE OF REASON. 


INVESTIGATION OF 
TRUE AND FABULOUS THEOLOGY. 
Bu THOMAS PAINE. 
Paper. 870, 1'2 pages, £5 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
With EXAMINATION oF THE PR PHECIES, Dap. 400. 


ALAMONTADA, 


THE GALLEY SLAVE. 
By J. H. D. ZscHorKE, 
** A philosophical romance,” 
Paper, 25 cents. 


LIFE OF JESUS. 


His CHARAOTER ARD Doorrin. 


Being a chapter from Apaivais of Religious Be- 
ef. 


By Viscount AMBERLEY, 
Paper, 8vc, 1702p , £5 cents. 


Answers to Christian -Questions 


and Arguments. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Paper, 1462p., 35 cents. 


AWFUL DISOLOSURES OF 
MARIA MONK, 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
Paper, £0 cents; cloth, 73. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 
Pies. 15 cents. By M, Panc.ck. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 


better than 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 10 cents, 


ROARING LION O8 THE TRACK, 


By M, Bancock. 


Price, 19 cents 


SUPERSTITION : 


RELIGION oF 
“ BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 


By M. Bascooxr. 


Why Don't God Kill the Devil? 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 25 cents, 


THE CLERGYMAN’S VICTIMS. 
A LIBERAL STORY. ByMrs.J.E. Ball. 
Price, 35 cents. - 


JESUS CHRIST: 


His LIFE, 
TEACHINGS, and IMPERFECTIONS. 


By W. 8. BELL. 
Price, 35 cents. 


RESURRECTION of JESUS: 


CONTRADICTIONS Involved In. 


By W. B. BELL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


FIRST EPISTLE of 
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GODS OF SUPERSTITION. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
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BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 
Between B. F. UNDERWOOD and Prof. O A. Bur- 
gess, Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 


Paper, 188pp., 50 cts.; cio. 8)» 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
15 cents. 


Price, 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F, UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


By L. L. Dawson. 
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DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolution out of 
Caristianity. By D . BENNETT. Paper, 50 
ceuts; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worshio Identical— 
i.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch Dru d of 
Great Sta. 
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RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 
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Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 
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EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
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Essay on Miracles, 
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By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LoxasHore, 
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THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
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Prico, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By Q. J. 10LYOAKE, 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS I, If: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION 
By A, R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper, 60 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL rHE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century. 
Pap., 5024 clo. 76. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nors.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors,. or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts aro made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars! worth, 20 oif; on five dollars! worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars! worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not à Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E, Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Opon Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood................ 
62 The Jews and their God......... see 
63 The Devil's Duo Bills, Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Eudure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rey.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon.......... 
41 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
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76 Reply to E. F. Brown. 'Bennett..... " 
77 Tho Fear of Death. D. M. Bennetr.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett... ...... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84. Moody on Hell. Rey. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.......... - 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ......... eese 
91 Our Ideasof God. B.F.Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell....... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday.... 5 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 2 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christian*ty. OCapphro.... 3 


t9 t2 C HH r5 Q0 t5 oH 


107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.............. P 
110 Invocation to the Universe, g Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett..... i 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett........... «e ecee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S, H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. . Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. —Proeston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.. 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell.................. 10 
x ^ 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
Server? «.cssceseresescseeene 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. .......... ee 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann..........0 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
AECTWOOd..eessessessossossesosoreseosseeneooeeoso 
130 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
134 Talks with the Evangolists....... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James...... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. Johu Jasper......... 
140 Astro-Theology ............. — 
341 Infidelity. H. W., Beecher.................. 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Suxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins.............. 
148 When Did Panl Live? Scholasticus. 
149 Age of Shams......... - 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? Wha. 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.,. 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut aud 
Wakeman.......... "n ——— 1 
151 What isthe Bible? M. W. H.... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... a 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Sholley.......... 
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164 Bible Impeached. Chapnan............... 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


l Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D........ 1. eere ree cene eee ento 

2 Evolution: Homoge-eous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood........... 

4 Literature of the Insane. Mar 
5 Responsibility ofSox. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
? Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske........ 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
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11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
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A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acauiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. . 


CONTENTS. 

A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Club. 

nder Protest. 

or the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. ‘ 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OCO., 
38 Lafayette PI.. New York. 


LIFE OF | 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 270 pp., -  - 75 Cents. 
ST This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
fcan publisher. gy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTUBX NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread !8 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent» 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going o Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

e narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union, | 
Price 10 cents. 
Address TuE TRUTH BxExER ÜoM»PANY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


. AND 
TwELYE OrHEE DiscouRsES or REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 

. ., Extra cloth, 12mo, 288pp.,$1.  - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


The Modem Science Essayisl 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
MPSON. 
2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, Works, 
and influence. By Rev. JoHN W. CHADWIOK. 
3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
. Frowsunsand worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Garret P. BERYISS. 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 
5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 
6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
AYMOND. 
T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oorx. 
8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. ECOLES. 
9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMESA. SKIL- 
TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lrwis 
G., JANES, 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 
PaRSHALL. 
13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. Onapwicx. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Stans 
Boyr NICHOLS. 
15. THE EFFEOTS8 OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
d goMING CIVILIZATION. By Minot J. 
AVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . - 


$1.00, 


WETTSTEIN'S 


WORLD-BENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7 50; 9jewels, $8; 11j»wela, $9; 
15 jowele, $10; do. adjusted. $16. In 3 onuce coin 
Silver Gases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, {6 more. In best filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof. 7 jewels, $16; 9 jowels, $16 50; 11 
jewelr, $17 50; 15 jewels, $1850: do. sdjusted, 
$9480. Hunting, $23; $22.10; $23: 924: $30. 
Ladies, game quality, 7 jewels, $173. 11. jewels, 
$18.£0; 15 jewels, $'5. 14 Karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model ‘Otte Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jswels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. All such prepaid, guaranteed 1 v»ar, and 
cash refundedif not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by mauufacturers 20 Years. 
Beware of New York Worzd's 10 karat and spurious 
cases, Watches cleaned, best work, $1; sp-ings, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


. .. ESTABLISBED 1857.. 
:OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 


Liberal Meting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


"The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Qer- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 5th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
St. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and zocial questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets svery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 

60d Etz. at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and socia] questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker Dublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secuiar Society of Kent, ©., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON. Sec. 
fest Ácido sé, zucca lacia cipe ei gs 


The Minneapolis Seeunlar Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.¥.Macompzr,Pres.; Leroy BERBIER, 860, 


Ehizer Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., mests the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TEE Tura SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Smita, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


:dies you hav used 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arn y 
ball Main etreet, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.) A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Clab 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hal!) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. . 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. Draper; Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FEANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


Friends from 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P.x. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; eepecially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL 8. ANDERES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P M. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
Liberal literature distrib- 


vited on all subjects. 
FRANE Morse, Cor. Bec. 


uted free. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oai., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

Hal. Everybodv invited. Mrs. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWiLLIAMS; Reo. Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to ail, Onur motto, 
* Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rice, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES Safa, Seo. 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 


Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his * Private Counselor "—a valua- 
ble book for young aud middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wastiug Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CUBE, a8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J., and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has Many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful methed of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought. 


672 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 18, 1890. 


Bews of the Werk. 


"Tsz law which for twelve years has re- 
pressed Socialist propaganda in Germany has 
een allowed to expire by the emperor and 
parliament, against the judgment of Bis- 
marck. Socialists are beginning to use their 
new freedom of meèting and publication very 
reely. 


Gazonag BANOROFT, the 
American historian, has 


ANCIENT AND HODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of ail the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Obrist, virg Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Wor.d. 
8v0, %7pp. Cloth, f8 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leatner, $7; Mo- 
rooco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLDS SAGES, THINKERS, 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of fhe heading Philosophers. 
Tepohe B, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
ew Schools of Thought, Eminent Solon- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
- from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. Svo, 1,075pp.. eloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g. 6., $4.50. 


` BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gens of Thought. — 


WHERE is the ‘‘unexplored land” but in 
our Own untried enterprises? To an advent- 
urous spirit any place—London, New York, 
Worcester, or his own yard—is ‘‘ unexplored 
land,” to seek which Fremont and Kane 
travel so far. To a sluggish and defeated 
spirit even the Great Basin and the Polaria 
are trivial places. If they can get there 
(and, indeed, they are 
there now), they will 


celebrated his ninetieth 


want to sleep, and giv 


birthday. 


it up, just as they always 
do. These ate the re. 


Rev. Grorez Brown, 
of Cortland, N. Y., has 


gions of the Known and 


left for parts unknown 


. of the Unknown. "What 


to avoid arrest for big- 


amy. 


is the use of going right 


over the old track again ? 


There is an adder in the 


path which your own 


"THE explosion of six 


feet. hav worn. You 


powder mills near Wil. 


mington, Del, on the 
Vth, caused twelve deaths 
and many injuries. 


. Presipent Harrison 
is traveling through the 
‘West, where he meets 
with many public recep- 
tions and attentions. 


Rev. Wustzy Brown 
has fled from Bradford, 
Ia., to escape the conse- 
quences of having en- 
gaged himself to five 
girls. 


Rav. Mg. Mower and 
Rev. Mr. Garrett on the 
10th were expelled by the 
United Brethren of Penn- 
sylvanis, the former for 
immorality and forgery 
and the latter for connec- 
tion with forgery. 


Tux train robber Rube 
Burrows, for whose 
capture high rewards 
were cffered by states, 
railroads, and express 
companies, was taken at 
Myrtle, Ala., on the 7th. 
He broke jail, and after 
shooting two men was 
shot dead. 


LA 
tl ii 


! 
s 


DAVID SPIE 


must make tracks into 


TH BATHSHEBA. 


And it came to pass in an evening-tide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house: 
and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.—2 Sam. xi, 


the Unknown. That is 
what you hav your board 
and clothes for. Why 
do you ever mend your 
clothes, unless that, wear- 
ing them, you may mend 
your ways? Let ussing! 
. . . Do not engage 
to find things as you 
think they are. Do what 
nobody else can do for 
you. Omit to do any. 
thing else.— 7'Aoreat.. 


BunzLY there is gfand- 
eur in knowing that in 
the realm of thought, at 
least, you are without a 
chain; that you hav the 
right to explore all 
hights and all depths.— 
Ingersoll. 


Jr the bodies of anl. 
mals are evolved, their 
minds must be evolved 
likewise. Herbert 
Spencer and his follow. 
ers hay Beon mainly in- 
Birumental in elucidating 
this aspect of thé case, 
They hay shows, of they 
ha? tricd to show (for T 
don't want to dogmatize 


- on the subject), how 


Toe New York Cen. 
tralrailroad &nnounces that while it will in 
the future refuse to allow its operativs to 
belong to the Knights, it will permit them to 
join any other organization. 


Ar a funeral in Rome anticlericals removed 
a cross from the hearse by force, to effect 
conformity to the laws requiring civil funer- 
als. The resistance of Catholics caused a 
tumult. 


Tue clergy in Italy are fighting the design 
of the government to consult hygienic ends 
by introducing cremation. They exclaim 
fiercely against ‘the pagan usage of crema- 
tory ovens.” 


Tammany has renominated Hugh J. Grant 
for mayor. The combination of Republicans 
and non-Tammany Democrats, headed by 
Protestant clergymen, which hopes to defeat 
Tammany, has nominated Francis Scott. 


Prorzstant women of Boston hav held a 
meeting and paesed resolutions against the 
erection in that city of a memorial to John 
Boyle O'Reilly, the deceased editor of the 
Catholic Pot. They reprobate him as a 
*' determined enemy of the public schools.” 


CARDINAL LAVIGERIZ's address to the Anti- 
slavery Congress claimed for the church the 
initiation of the emancipation of slaves in the 
Roman empire, in defiance of the fact that 
the emancipatory movement had been grow- 
ing for generations before the church’s birth. 


A BAND of students visiting Rome, on be- 
ing denied entry tothe Vatican museums and 
galleries by the gate which they thought the 
most proper one, raised an uproar, and cried, 
“ Hurrah for King Humbert! Hurrah for 
Italy! Down with the Vatican! Death to 
the pope !” . 


. Taeg Catholics of New Mexico, under the 

generalship of Jesuits, hav voted down the 
constitution under which that territory was 
to enter on statehood, their objection being 
to its provision of public in place of their 
parochial schools. This keeps New Mexico 
out of the Union for the present. 


Tux comte de Paris, the monarchist aspir- 
ant to the sovereignty of France, was received 
by the customs collector of the New York 
port in the name of the president. Jt wag 
suggested that the French legation at Wash- 
ington might protest, and the president ac- 
cordingly declined to giv the count official 
reception. 


Jous BSwrNTON, the labor agitator, was 
given a reception by three thousand working. 
men on his return from Europe. He says 
that labor revolution is imminent in all the 
great nations. In England and Scotland it 
will, he Says, be peaceful unless the army or 
Bank of England or Windsor Castle try to 
stop it. 


Essence of Religion. 
By L. FEUERBACH, 
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mind is gradually built 
up from the simplest raw elements of sense 
and feeling; how emotions nad intellect 
slowly arise; how the action of the envitoli- 
ment on the organism begets & hervOlis sys- 
tem of eVer greater and greater complexity, 
culminating at lust in the brain of a Newton, 
a Shakspere, or a Mendelssohn. Step by 
step, nerves hav built themselvs up out of 
the soft tissues ag channels of communication 
between part and part. Sense-orgaus of ex: 
treme simplicity hav first been formed oh the 
outside of the body, whefe it Gomes most 
into contact with external nature. Use and 
want hav fashioned them through long ages 
into organs of taste and smell and touch; 
pigment spo's, sensitiv to light or shade, hav 
grown by infinit gradations into the human 
eye; tremulous nerve-ends, responsiv sym- 
pathetically to waves of sound, hav turned 
themselvs at last into a perfect gamut in the 
developed ear of men and mammals. Mean- 
while corresponding percipient centers hav 
grown up in the brain, so that the colored 
picture flashed by an external scene upon the 
eye is telegraphed from the sensitiv mirror of 
the retina, through the many-stranded cable 
of the optic nerve, straight. up to the appro- 
priate headquarters in the thinking brain. 
Stage by stage the continuous process has 
gone on unceasingly, from the jc‘ly. fish with 
its tiny black specks of eyes, through infinit 
ace of progression, induced by ever- 
widening intercourse with the outer world, 
to the final outcome in the senses and the 
emotions, the intellect and the will, of civil- 
ized man. Mind begins as a vague con. 
sciousness of touch or pressure on the part 
of some primitiv, sbapeless, soft creature; it 
ends as an organized and co-ordinated reflec. 
tion of the entire physics] and psychical 
universe on the part of a great cosmical phi- 
losopher.— Home Journal. 


By the doctrin of Filiation, or Descent 
[Evolution], we are enabled for the firat time 
to reduce all organic phenomena. to a single 
law, and to discover a single activ cause for 
the infinitly intricate mechanism of tbe whole 
of this rich world of phenomena. In this 
respect, Darwin's theory stands quite on a 
level with Newton's theory of Gravitation ; 
indeed. it even rises higher than Newton's 
theory !— Haeckel. 


Tae calamities with which the world is 
afflicted, are the result of the ignorarce of 
men, and not of the interference of God.— 
Buckle. 


Pain and destruction are not the deliberate 
acts of a wrathful or chastening God, who 
consciously sends them with reference to 
their immediate effects; but they are the 
necessary results of an eternal succession of 
causes. And we do not need to propitiate 
the deity that he may not send such calam- 
ities, but we need to increase our knowledge 
of these Operations of nature, that, by coming 
into harmony with their workings, we may 
‘avoid their evil -results.—Robé. O. Adams. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Ofüco at New York, N. Y., as Becond-eisan Mattor. 


Wey ppd Lp pa 


—— —ÓÁ— MÀ dq 


i mi ij 


| 
Cia 


INVESTMENT Ca. i 


WEAVER 1 
AVI O N O POLY j 


A ] 
ereer hoe P 4 
(CPT Ey TT 
j mii nm Ü d 


BE 
RET Wall 
Sipp 

c TUTTI um] re 


NET T ME 


D 


A 


HAVE 
A PATENT 


ON BAPTISM, 
A CONTROLL ING INTEREST 
iN MARRIAGES and FUNERALS, 


il CORWER ON SALVATION 
OWN THE 


ROAD re GLORY 


| 
|l | ll PURGATORIAL EIRE- ESCAPE 


RIGHT g 


WO 


| A CHOICE SELECTION a 
CORNER LOTS 


NEW JERUSALEM, EN ds 
ALSO AN UNLIMITED SUPPLY OF N ANVE 


HARPS HALOS, CROWNS, el ecc, | BASSES \ 
i { S 


I - 


N 


E M 


A GOSPEL TRUST. 


(LE ill ilic 
tg 


dotes and Glippings. 


A PREAOHER and a judge returning from 
the Methodist camp-meeting at Pacific Grove 
near San Francisco were recently heard dis. 
cussing the question, under secret advisement 
among the leaders of the sect, of uniting 
forces with the Catholics in order to more 
easily secure such legislation as might be 
desired by both Protestant and Catholic 
churches. 

BzxoausE a Buffalo, N. Y., father and 
mother endeavored to take their daughter 
away from a convent in Rochester, into which 
she had been enticed and deludedly insisted 
upon remaining, the Catholic Journal, pub- 
lished in that town, says they ‘‘ deserve a 
term in prison.” The assertion would hav 
been nearer the truth had they failed to make 


the effort. 

A WRITER in the Catholic Monitor thus de- 
plores the departure of the good old days: 
* Every nation, no matter how deeply sunk 
in barbarity, hav [has] considered worship of 
absolute need. All things else were second- 
ary to it. Refusing to worship was punish- 
able by death. Were such stringent laws 
enacted in our days, there would be few 
indifferentiats and fewer Infidels.” 

Cor. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, on a Wagner 
night at the Madison Square Garden, is a 
picture of content and serenity which a Sun 
writer declares cannot be described. The 
colonel has just pitched into Tolstoi and 


called him a barbarian because he decries 


music. Colonel Ingersoll, at one of these 
concerts, sits with his back to the orchéstra. 
His head is thrown up, and he seems to be 


taking great quaffsof the melody. He seems 
to think that the music sounds a great deal 
better if he does not see the performers, and 
a good many people are disposed to agree 
with him. i 

Tue officers of the Academy of Music in 
Philadelphia, who refused the hall to Colonel 
Ingersoll for his lecture on '*Art and Mo- 
rality," which he was to giv for the benefit of 
Walt Whitman, on the ground that the lect- 
urer was an ''Infidel," are, says the Boston 
Globe, just the sort of bigots who would hav 
burnt him at the stake in Calvin’s day on 
some small metaphysical misunderstanding 
in theology. 

Tut Kansas City Times is politically opposed 
to Senator J. J. Ingalls, so it says: ''Chris. 
tianity and morality are insulted by the pres- 
ence of John J. Ingalls in the chair of the na- 
tion’s incompetent vice-president. He has 
directed the jet of his poisonous sneers against 
the Bible, the decalog, and the Golden Rule; 
he has said that the civilized world has worn 
out its Christ and needs a new one; he has 
laughed in his sleeve at his own politics and 
changed his opinions as often as there was 
anything to make.” 

Tax San Francisco Freethought thinks that 
the directors of the American Baseball Asso- 
ciation should be encouraged. At a recent 
meeting they decided to sustain the umpires 
in all the fines imposed for umpiring Sunday 
games, and to take up the fight of the Roch- 
ester club and push the matter through the 
courts. In San Francisco there is no restric. 
tion on Sunday amusements. As a result 
thousands of boys and young men spend the 
day on the baseball grounds instead of, as in 
Eastern cities, in saloons and pool-rooms. 


Tux Christian Register thus philosophizes : 
** Nature is both conservativ and progressiv. 
She holds to old customs which she likes, but 
she is not at all ashamed to change her forms. 
Indeed, she is constantly doing so. . If Bar- 
num could furnish us with a menagerie of 
the pre-glacial period, it would be a very 
singular collection of animals. If we com- 
pared them with those of our own day, we 
should be surprised to find how the fashion 
in animals haschanged. The same would be 
true of a comparativ ancient and modern 
botanical show. Nature has left many of her 
fashion plates in the rocks, and from them 


we can see & good many of the old clothes 
she has cast off. They served their day and, 


generation: they do not belong to ours. If 
the old lizards, fishes, and monsters of the 
past were to rise from their stony graves, we 
should hav to repeat the work of the original 
Nimrods of the race and drive them back to 
their tombs again. Indeed, in some quarters 
of the globe, the first thing that is necessary 
to be done for civilization is to kill and bury 
the wild animals which belong to a past age, 
but which do not belong to ours. So, in the 
mental and moral evolution of man, he must 
bury a good many of the old barb»ric creeds 
and forms of the past which he has clearly out- 
grown. There are mastodons and pterodac- 
tyls in theology and mythology which ought 
to be banished from modern thought as their 
material prototypes hav been banished from 
modern life. On the other hand, if there is 
anything in the old forms still fitted to sur- 
vive, as colossal and intelligent, for instance, 
as a well-trained elephant, and therefore still 
of use to humanity, let us by all means keep 
it alive.” 


AT the Baptist ministers’ conference the 
Rev. Dr. Robert Bruce Hull spoke of his re- 
cent visit to Palestine. To Dr. Talmage the 
speaker applied the saying: ‘‘ It is better not 
to know so many things than to know so 
many that are not so.” ‘In one of Mr. Tal- 
mage's sermons," he said, ‘‘ occurs the sen- 
tence, ‘The road from Joppa to Jerusalem 
and all the roads leading to Nazareth and Gal- 
ilee we saw lined with processions of Jews 
going to the sacred places, either on holy pil- 
grimages or as settlers.’ The preacher of the 
sermon must hav had good eyes. Nobody 
else saw them, I am sure. As a fact, that is 
not 80. Of course, it is the reporter who 
must hav made the mistake. There is no 
crowd of Jews there.. It is true they are 
coming in, but they are few in numbers, and 
they are the poorer Jews for whom Roths- 
child and Montefiore hav there built houses. 
Another mistake in the sermon is where men. 
tion is made that all through the journey in 
Palestine fire-arms are required. He says: 
* While the only weapon I had on my person 
was a New Testament, we went through the 
region, where I said to the dragoman, ‘‘ David, 
are you armed ?" and he said, ** Yes;” and I 
said, ‘‘ Are these fifteen or twenty muleteers i 
and baggagemen and attendants armed ?” and 
he said ** Yes," and I felt safer? He might 
hav required arms, but we did not. Not a 
muleteer in Palestine carries an arm. There 
is not one that needs one. The dragoman 
wears & belt in which he carries a pistol, but 


it is not for use so much as itis a badge of 


Office, like a policeman’s club. Not a mule- 
teer is armed on the west side of Jordan. It 
is different on the east side, but there no 
traveler goes.” 


Communications, 


Christian Morality. 


It is the belief of the majority of Christians that 
they, by divine right presuniably, hav the sole mo- 
nopoly of morality. 

They cannot see how the life of a non-Christian 
can be pure unless he believes in vicarious atonement 
=a most immoral belief—and in Jahveh, and has 
wept his way from the “mourner’s bench” to the 
great white throne of grace. 

“We are pure as the driven snow, for the blood of 
Jesus Christ hath cleansed us from all sin, but ye 
are not, nor can ye be until you are converted to our 
faith,” is the cry of those latter-day Pharisees. 

Not only do they elsim that purity of life for 
themselvs, but even they, in their ignorance, will 
often refer one to the fathers for evidence as to the 
purity of Christianity in its childhood. 

They say, and verily it is a truism that holds good 
in most cases, that the nearer the fountain-head the 
purer the spring, yet the farther one travels up this 
river of Obristianity tke filthier becomes the stream, 
until when one does arrive at its head the stench is 
go overpowering that one gladly seeks relief in other, 
less divine, pastures. 

In the present paper I intend bringing before the 
public specimens of “Christian morality,” taken 
from various Ohristian writera. i 

In reading the life of Christ in the New Testament 
I cannot help remarking the unnatural manner in 
which Jesus oft spoke to his mother. At the 
marriage supper at Cara when Mary told his Lord- 
ship of the dearth of wine in the house, he turned to 
her with the contemptuous remark, “ Woman, what 
hav I to do with thee?” which if made by a modern 
son to his mother would almost freeze the blood in 
her veins. 

In the mouth of a God the above may sound nat- 
ural, but if made by any person civilized, it would 
appear very unfilial. 

Then, at. the crucifixion, when the mother’s heart 
was yearning toward her son, the only comfort he 
could giv her was prefaced by the same word, 
* woman." 

He could not, even in his dying hour, call her 
mother, that most tender, sweet, and loving of all 
names, the name which even the most hardened ruf- 
fian pronounces with reverence, acd which, had it 
been whispered by that almighty fiend, Jahveh, would 
almost bav made him human—no, the only balm he 
could pour into her broken heart commenced with, 
* women.” E 

No wonder the Jews denounced hisreligion. For 
the man who can speak harshly to or of his mother 
deserves to be thrust out of the pale of society. 

“Honor thy father and thy mother,” and liv an 
envied life. 

Then what a mighty example of morality is 
offered by the life of St. Simon Stylites, a worthy 
father of our most holy Roman church. What 
humility of spirit was it that enabled his saintship 
to mount a pillar, and, with right arm extended 
toward heaven, hand clenched, remain there, un- 

.washed, a number of years, a monument of holi- 
ness snd filth. He kept his arm extended so long 
that, as Kingsley tells us, it stiffened in that 
uptight position, the nails of his fingers growing 
through the back of his hands, in order that God 
might be glorified the more. 
course, a horde of imitators who served God in 
the same way. They thought that by mortifying 
the flesh their claim on their heavenly mansion 
was proved. 

Much the same thought occurs to the Roman 
Catholic of to-day who crawls upon his hands and 
knees over a pebbly road to a holy station or wears 
a heir garment next his skin. What idiocy and 
puerility must be in the brain of a man who stoops 
to such degrading rites! Yet the reeord of early 
Christiazity is one long series of filthy, idiotical, and 
bloody actions. Were a father of the church to 
appear at St. Anne’s, New York, I hardly think that 
Archbishop Mike would receive him with anything 
approaching to reverence. At least the water with 
which Michael would wash the feet of the “father” 
could profitably be highly seasoned with lye. 

Wandering down through the ages we come to 
the time when the “mysteries” or sacred plays were 
acted. In those we can recognize the moral tone cf 
Ohristianity, especially in that one acted in England 
some two hundred years ago, in which the third 

` chapter of Genesis was acted ad vitum before a 
numerous assemblage of both sexes (Disraeli’s Curi- 
a of Literature, vol. iii). Comment is use- 
O88. 

As regards the clergy, they were even worse than 
their piays. Robertson, in his ' History of Charles 
V.," tells us that the monasteries were no better 
than brothels. Priests lived openly in their shame. 
On week. days they led their flick in their downward 
career, and on Sundays unblushingly directed their 
attention to heaven, while they, the priests, were con- 


Mr. Stylites had, of | 
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ters. From pope to novitiate all were fearfully 
immoral. When the life of Luther was purity itself 
compared with that of Roman Catholics of that day 
one can imagin the depth to which those Christians 
had sunk in their licentiousness. 

Cardinal Bellarmin said “that if the pope com- 
manded the practice of vice instead of virtue the 
church would hav to obey.” Indeed, it would seem 
as if such an order did really emanate from the Vati- 
can, to judge by the lives of the Oatholic clergy of 
that period. 

Under the empire it was common to see the clergy 
of France going to the chapel with prayer and bet- 
ting books under arm ready for the afternoon's 
sport. Truly a fine example to their flock of well- 
named sheep. 

And when in Malta, a few years ago, I never was 
so much astonished as at the tales that were told me 
of the monks whose lives we suppose are spent in 
contemplation of God's goodness, but who, accord 
ing to a trustworthy Maltese with whom I was ac- 
quainted, spend them in an entirely different manner. 
They are, and hav always been in all times and 
countries, a living reproach to civilization, and one 
wonders how the people, by whom they exist, suffer 
them to remain as drones in the world’s hive. 

But it is ever sc, men are nob so happy as when 
they are slaves and fools kissing the iron hand that 
crushes them down! O that the people would 
understand the nature of this vile superstition ; 
would only arise from their groveling attitude and 
stand free and independent, guided by their own 


intelligence, as an honest God would hav them do. 


I often think that, if there be a God, he will hate 
nothing more than to see mankind wallowing in the 
direst superstition. i 

I could fill pages of Tue Truru Szexer with facts 
affecting Christian morality, but the above, I think, 
wil serve to show that, instead of being the most 
moral, it is one of the most immoral of any so-called 
divine religions. 

If impurity were an evidence of divine origin, I 
should undoubtedly say that its divinity was proved, 
and that, since its supernatural origin is asserted, he 
must hav been a “ past-redemption” God indeed 
who could hay created such a monster. But like 
produces like. Jack is no better than his master, 
and the clergy, according to the newspapers of to- 
day, do not care to be any better than that lecherous, 
Jewish God who spent his early days, at least the 
earliest we know of, in directing his favorits where 
to find their concubines. 

Bah! down with this Ohristianity, this murderess 
of bienséance, whose once dark robe is crimsoned 
with the blood of her victime—with that hoary- 
headed tyrant, misnamed God, whose sole delight 
is in the immolation of his children on his bloody 
altar—and from their ruins let arise the pale, yet 
beautiful figure of Freethought flooding the world 
with the light of its knowledge, making ignorance 
an impossibility. Wittiam ROBERTSON. 

———— 9-4 9—— ————— 


Hypnotie Religion. 


The astounding revelations about the new Christ 
and his “ heaven” in the southern part of Winnebago 
county, Illinois, hav doubtless raised a question in 
many minds as to what could be the ixfiaence used 
by Schweinfurth in accomplishing his designs. 
Those who hav kept themselve informed as to the 
discoveries of the great French physicians in mes- 
merism, or, as it is now called, “the science of hyp- 
notism,” made within the last two or three years, 
will hav no difficulty in agreeing with me that that 
is the influence. For the benefit of those who are 
not posted on this subject I will state some of the 
wonderful results which these physicians hav accom- 
plished by actual experiment. 

Dr. Oharcot made his hypnotized subject sea his 
portrait on a sheet of blank paper, and for days sfier- 
ward she could distinctly see the portrait and showed 
her friends what a fine likeness it was. 

Professors Binet and Fó:ó made a subject believe 
that on awaking she would not see Fé:é, which was 
actually the case, and they performed many curious 
and amusing experiments with her, such as putting 
a hat on his head, which she declared was suspended 
in the air; putting an overcoat on him, which she 
said looked ss if it was on a hollow dummy, etc; and 
they found that such suggestions if not removed 
would last for days and even months. In the same 
way they could make her deaf to the voice of a par- 
ticular person. 

Professor Bernheim ascertained that he could 
make his subject commit murder or larceny or any 
other crime, and pass through an apparent trial be- 
fore a supposed magistrate, in which he would 
declare that he committed the crimes of his own free 
will The professor says: “ Illusions can be induced 
instantaneously. I can produce uni- or bilateral 


blindness; he may be made to see with only one | 


eye. A pin ora light held close to the other eye 
does not make him wink. I can produce the various 
hallucinations of sight. I invoke visions of people 
he has known. I show him his son whom he has 


cocting some plan to steal their wives and daugh-|not seen for eight years. He recognizes. him and 


trouble to himself, and with no loss of force. 


tears flow from his eyes. I make him swallow salt 
for sugar. He thinks it sweet. I put a pencil in 
his mouth, saying it is a cigar. He blows out puffs 
of imaginary smoke,” eto. : 

Suffice $t to say that hypnotizers can at will pro- 
duce any conceivable illusion, and that the subject 
will vividly remember it when awake as an actual 
reality, if told to do so, otherwise he will hav no 
recollection of it whatever. i i 

He may also be told that at a particular time in 
the future he is to do a certain thing, but is not to 
remember that it was suggested to him to doit. In 
the mean time he will hav no recollection of it, but . 
when the time comes round he will be seized with 
an uncontrolable impulse to do that thing, and will 
do it if possible, and if examined under oath will 
honestly swear that he did it of his own free will. 
Of course a women is absolutely at the mercy of her 
hypnotizer. He may paralyze her so as to render 
her incapable of resistance, or he may make her be- 
lieve she is with her husband or lover, or, for that 
matter, with the “ Holy Ghost.” 

There is no difficulty in making a hypnotized per- 
son giv up money, or execute a deed, note, or other 
instrument in writing, for he may be made to believe 
that the transaction is one greatly to his benefi:, or 
a suggestion may be impressed upon him that he is 
to execute and deliver such papers at a future day, 
which he will comply with, forgetting the suggestion 
and thinking he is acting of his own volition. The 
hypnotist can also instantly change the belief of his 
subject. If he is a skeptic, he can make him pro- 
foundly religious, or, if retigious, can make him a 
rampant skeptic. If he is a drunkard, an opium 
smoker, a devotee of morphine, chloral, or any other 
drug, he can make him loathe the very thoveht of it. 
Such changes will, however, usually wear cff in a few 
days unless renewed, consequently these physicians 
hav found by experience that it is necessary to re- 
new the influence about twice a week for several 
months, until new habits are formed which are per- 
manent. 

Hypnotism has been found to be a wonderful 
curativ agent, and has, for several years past, been 
exteneivly used for that purpose in the great French 
hospitals. Its most striking cures are obtained in 
complaints of a nervous character, such as insanity, 
hypochondria, epilepsy, paralysis, eto., but surpris- 
ing results are obtained in other diseases. For ex- 
ample, the effects cf emetics, cathartics, opium, and 
other medicins. may be obtained by simple sugges- 
tion, without giving them to the patient at all. Be- 
sides, it is usually putting a patient a long way on 
the road toward recovery when you can make him 
feel absolutely sure that he is, in fact, getting well. 
This the hypnotist can do par excellence. 

There are many methods of putting people in the 
hypnotic state. Some persons naturally hav extra- 
ordinary hypnotic power, while others are unusually 
sensitiv to the ixfluence; under such circumstances, 
8 steady gaze is frequently sufficient. It used to be 
supposed that only about one person in ten was sus- 
ceptible of being hypnotized, but lately Dr. Luys, 
of La Oharite Hospital in Paris, bas discovered that 
a little revolving mirror, used by French peasants ia 
charming birds, can also be used to hypnotize hu- 
man beings. Here is what he says of it: “The ad- 
vantage of my system is, that by means of it, one 
single operator can fascinate, at one and the same 
time, an unlimited number of patients without 
It has 
also the advantege of absolute infallibility. I hav 
never known it to fail, ete.” (For a more complete 
account of this method, see Scientific American 
supplement for June 28, 1890.) 

The limits of an article of this kind preclude any- 
thing but the briefest synopsis of so extensiv a sub- 
ject as hypnotism. Those who wish to pursue it 
further are referred to the writings of Mesmer, Dr. 
William B. Carpenter, Dr. James Braid, Drs. Char- 
cot, Binnet, Férró, and Luys, of the Paris school; 
Profs. Bernheim and Liebault, of Nancy; sn article 
by Dr. Ohareot in the Forum for April, 1890, and 
particularly to an article in the Overland Monthly 
for July, 1890. 

Now, assuming that Sehweinfurth is a powerful 
and accomplished hypnotist, how easy would it be 
for him to acquire hypnotic control over the mem- 
bers of his “church” during the intimacies incident 
to revival and other religious excitement, and that, 
too, without their being aware of the fact. The 
oftener this control was exercised the easier would 
be its accomplishment till a mere glance would be 
sufficient. This once accomplished and all the rest 
follows almost without an effort. He could convince 
them beyond a doubt that he was the risen Obrist. 
He could giv them beatific and heavenly visions to 
their heart’s content. He could cure them of many 
of their ailments in a, to them, miraculous manner. 
He could make them think that it was their duty to 
deed or donate their property to him, and to come 
and work for him for the good of the cause and liv 
in his “heaven,” where he would hav exclusiv con- 
trol over them, with no one to interfere. And the 
women, how easy to make them believe while hypno- 
tized that they were “overshadowed by the Holy 
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Ghost,” as one of them testified, and that the result 
would be an “immaculate conception.” 

What surprises me is that he has no better sense 
than to make them testify to such nonsense, know- 
ing, as he must, what a storm of sarcasm and oblo- 
quy it wil] bring upon his church and himself, and 
the legal and illegal difficulties it will get them into, 
when he might hav just as easily convinced them 
that their intercourse had been with some of the 
male members of the church. 

About thirty years ago I was present at a high- 
pressure revival of religion, the proceedings of which 
I closely watched, and I came to the conclusion that 
what they called “the spirit of the Lord” on that 
occasion was mesmeric (a8 it was then called) in its 
nature, an opinion I hav never changed. Great reviv- 
alists are in reality hypnotists of extraordinary 
power. At some future time I may giv my reasons 
for this belief. 

In the mean time I will bring this article to a close 
by saying that Iam convinced that hypnotism will 
be found to explain most, if not all, of the peculiar 
phenomena of voodooism ; the witchcraft, magic, and 
devilish possession of the ancients; spiritualistic 
wonders, particularly the materialization of spirits ; 
mind cure, faith cure, e£ id genus omne. 

O. Q. STAFFORD. 
MÀ an a € 


The Exact Science. 


Slowly, but ‘surely, science is drifting into the 
realm of pure mathematics. Of all the sciences as- 
tronomy was the first to become a mathematical 
science. Mechanics soon followed, then those other 
branches of physics relating to optics and sound. 

The mechanical equivalent of heat being dis- 
covered, thermodynamics became a mathematical 
science, and men like Maxwell and Thomson hav 
made electricity and magnetism mathematical. A 
branch of philosophy, known as molecular physics, 
is fast leading chemistry through the same gateway. 
Now we come to biology, the science of life, and it, 
too, must foliow in the same wake. Actions that 
take place in organized bodies are each day being 
found to be chemical actions, and molecular physics 
is demonstrating the mathematics of chemical actions. 
The telescope sees afar off the masses of nebule 
whirled in spiral curves. The microscope reveals to 
us the currents in the protoplasm of a cell, currents 
whirling round and round, also in spiral curves. 
Philosophy teaches us the same great class of laws 
control the motions cf the microscopic and the tele. 
scopic particles alike. That a million suns swing 
like one mass in their mighty orbit according to 
laws of motion, the counterpart of those that swing 
the protoplasmic particles within the tiny cell. Even 
: if the cell in question be in the gray matter of a hu- 
man brain, every motion in that cell is a resultant of 
the impressed force. While the currents of a thou- 
sand cells within a human brain describe their curves, 
aman may think, may act, may will or move. Yat, 
when he does these things, he says that Ae is the 
master mover of them all. Within himself he claims 
to hav an ego that he can wish or pray to, and the 
ego will respond and answer wish or prayer. 

Some men believe that prayer sincere enough 
could swing the planets from their destined paths; 
but others go less far, admitting that their wishes 
cannot influence celestial spheres, yet claim that 
within them there is an ego that.can act by will inde- 
pendent of and over actions that are occurring within 
themselvs. They feel that they can or cannot at 
choice act in certain ways, yet feeling has been 
proved a thousand times to be an uncertain guide to 
fact. 

Is then our thought and action wholly due to 
structure and the balancing of parts composing us? 
Or is & man to even a very limited extent the master 
of even a part of himself? 

Answering the first question in the affirmativ, we 
admit the universality and absolutism of natural 
law. If we answer it in the negativ we deny these. 
Rarely do Liberals discuss these questions. Perhaps 
this is because it is so difficult to frame an argu- 
ment against this absolutism of the ego which does 
not contain a technical absurdity that will cause a 
writer to be caught in a trap of his own words. 

Still, as physics is throughout mathematical, and 
as chemistry through physics is becoming mathemat- 
ical and biology is being proved to be a mass of 
chemical phenomena, is not the question of the abso- 
lutism of the ego asking us more loudly every day, 
Does natural law fail to be absolute where the ego 
begins? 

We all hav a tender regard for that little ego. 
Many would make us believe that all of nature was 
made for its special benefit. 

But as we notice the advance of science and com- 
prehend a wider nature the ego has to take a back 
seat. Of course this is very mortifying to the ego at 
first, but history furnishes a few parallel examples. 
Thus the Jews once thought themselvs God's chosen 
.people, but they were not. Bible science said that 
the sun, moon, and stars were made for the sake of 
man on the earth; moreover, the earth thrown in, for 
man, too. This is now considered altogether too 


flattering to man. Just as though the sun had no 
better business than to accommodate man? Juss as 
though the earth is flying at the rate of sixty-eight 
thousand miles per hour around the sun simply to 
giv man a ride! Man's biggishness has been muchly 
diminished in the last two thousand years, and it 
looks as though the limit to which it is converging is 
zero. What a come-down! Fable says, and men 
believed, that man was copied from Mr. Most High, 
chief engineer of a machine called the universe, that 
runs on perfect mathematica! principles, where an 
engineer would hav nothing to do except to do 
nothing. 

. Now, à personage busily employed in doing noth- 
ing for so long a time as forever, would atrophy by 
natural causes. Thus before a forever was over with 
nature’s chief engineer must hav converged to zero & 
forever ago. Thus if the ego is an image of Mr. 
Most High, quite naturally, as the equal of zero is 
zero, there must be to nature relativly as much God 
as there is to man absolute ego. 

Also, if the gray cells of a man’s brain hav over 
them an extra-physical boss, is it not quite as resson- 
able to suppose that over nature there may be a su- 
pernatural boss ? 

Here is a harmony that would please the Christion 
nicely. Oall the ego the super-cerebral; eeil the 
Lord the supernatural; what the super-cerebral 
cannot do the supernatural can, and nature gets left 
out in the cold, buf even then man cannot find an 
absolute zero of temperature. Neither can he find 
an absolute zero of potential. In fact, he is unable 
to find an absolute anything, except it be the every- 
thing. He can assume ten thousand things, end 
find their relativs. Thus, why should he not assume 
an ego; assume further that the ego is absolute, sad 
then determin relativ relations? Poor man, he has 
sunk from being a God's pet: to a being on s dead 
level with nature. There he should remain; he is 
matter, constructed, to be sure, but relativ £o nature 
of not one whit more account than an equal weight 
of sawdust. Dr. Boynton. 


m mni len 
The Death Penalty. 


In Tug Tauvu Szrxxs of September 20th appesrs 
an article the subject of which has often occupied 
my mind, the death penalty. 

For nearly forty years I hav beid the opinion that 
the death penalty is a cruel wrong and ought £o be 
abolished. Yet, when I see the workings of our 
present criminal law I find it would be stil more 
cruel to abolish it. Herein California, where mur- 
ders are committed perhaps oftener then in any other 
state, murderers gre usually leniently dealt with. 
They are mostly sent to the penitentiary, pardoned by 
the governor, and invariably commit new crimes as 
soon as they are out. Under these circumstances it 
is due to society to hang the murderers to prevent 
them from doing further harm, and mobs are justifi- 
able in lynching criminals; for people must protect 
HOGAR when the government will not protect 
them. 

Every human being ia born with certain instincts, 
that is to say, they hav certain desires or inclinations 
for certain pursuiig which develop themselvs with- 
out tuition. These instincts are the aceumulated ex- 
periences and inclinations of our ancestors transferred 
to their offspring, and we are in no way responsible 
for them. These inborn tendencies will degenerate or 
beimproved upon according to the ciroumstances with 
which we are surrounded ; and since our surroundings 
are often foresd upon us, and not our own choice, it 
follows that, to a grest extent, we are not responsible 
for our actions. Some people are born mechanics, 
some mathematicians, and some aro born thieves and 
some murderers. Why then should we punish peo- 
ple for what they cannot help? It is cruel, it is bar- 
barous. 

It is true, society must protect itself by restraining 
the criminals, but in our present uncivilized society 
we punish the criminals according to the magnitude 
of the offense they hav committed, while, if we were 
enlightened or truly civilized, we would treat them 
as moral patients and not punish them at all, since 
they are the victims of circumstances as much as the 
most moral psople among us. 

Society ought to be protected from criminals a 
great deal more than it now is. Criminals ought to 
be confined and treated as moral patients, and not 
released until they hav completely recovered. And 
since their dispositions are invariably inherited by 
their children, they ought not to be allowed to marry 
or propagate children and perpetuate moral disease. 
But in their confinement they ought to be treated 
kindly, and force ought to be resorted to only when 
unavoidable. 

All punishments are barbarous. Evil-doers must 
be restrained, but the restrainment ought to be 
looked upon by the party restraining and by the evil- 
doer as a necessary precaution against evil actions. 
To send a person to the penitentiary for a term of 
years is as ridiculous as to send a person to the hos- 
pital for a certain time on account of having a leg 
broken, and for a lesser time on account of having à 
finger jammed. When people are physically sick 
they,are cared for until they are well; why do we 


not care for those who are morally sick and unfit to 
liv in society ? 

All criminals ought to be obliged to work and to 
earn their own living, and if they hav earned more 
than their living and care amounts to, the surplus 
ought to be paid to them on leaving the place of 
restrainment. But in no instance ought the people to 
be taxed to support a criminal who is able to earn 
his own living. To giv crimizals money on leaviag 
the penitentiary, as Mr. Ingersoll proposes, would 
prove a burden to the public and be no benefit to the 
criminal, for in nine hundred and ninety-nine cages 
out of a thousand they would spend the money in 
the first twenty-four hours. The experiment is not 
worth trying. Punishment hardens criminals, but 
does not reform them, and in nearly all cases the 
criminal leaves the penitentiary a greater villain than 
when he entered it. 

Our penal system ought to be reformed, but until 
that is done it is not safe to send a murderer to the 
penitentiary. Barbarous and useless as a deterring 
agent as capital punishment may be, it has that in its 
favor that it prevents the murderer from committing 
further crimes. 

Some may ask here, what shall be done with men 
like Harman and Heywood? Such men never ought 
to be molested, as they are not criminals. They 
may be guilty of folly, but not of crime. Where no 
one is injured no crime is committed, and, so far as 
I know, they hav never injured anyone. If they use 
lengusge in print which the majority of people do 
not approve, it is a matter between them and the 
subseribers to their papers, and does not concern 
anybody else, unleas they force their publications on 
somebody who does not want them. When will peo- 
ple of these United States get sense enough to abol- 
ish Comatcckism ? Roserr GuxTHER. 

Eureka, Cal., Ost. 4, 290. 

— a aaa] 
Trreverent Remarks. 


Man never wants to be an angel until he has failed at about 
everything else.— Puck. 


‘You'Re very late in returning from church; you must 
hav had along sermon.” “Oh, yes; Dr. Sixthly gave us a 
great discourse on ‘The Evil of Talking Too Much’ ”— 
Puck. 


LirrtLE boy: "Papa, when the preacher talked about 
wicked people he didn't look at the congregation, he looked 
up in the air. Why was that?” Papa: “ He was probably 
looking at the choir."—'/Vew York Weekly. 


Rossie (with a new air rifle): ‘‘Mamma, does God count 
every sparrow that falls to the ground?” Mamma: “ Yes, 
dear.” Robbie (proudly): '* Well, you can bet Pll keep 
him busy this afternoon, then.” —Puck. 


“Tas bell,” said a well-meaning sexton, when showing 
the belfry of an interesting village church to a party of vis- 
itors, ‘‘is only rung in case of a visit from the lord bishop 
of the diocese, a fire, or food, or any other such calamities.” 
—London Figaro. 


Mornsr: “Johnny, you said you'd been to Sunday- 
school? Johany (with a far-away look): ‘‘ Yes’m.” 
Mother: “How does it happen that your hands smell 
fishy?” Johnny: ‘‘I—I carried home the Sunday-school 
paper, an’—an’ th’ outside page is all about Jonah an’ th’ 
whale.”-—Wew York Weekly. 


"PRorxssoR Huxiz has a son-in-law who is something of 
au artist, and still more a wag. A recent picture from his 
studio represents his young Wife, the professor’s beautiful 
daughter, fast asleep in an armchair. At her feet, its pages 
tumbled by its fall, is a book, of which the title, “ Lay Ser- 
mons by Huxley,” may be plainly discerned.— Echange. 


Coroxzn Hooks: ' I hear you hav been converted, Uncle 
*Rastus.” Uncle'Rastus: *' Yes, sah; Ise done got relig. 
ion, suh.” Colonel Hooks: ‘‘No more chicken-stealing, 
eh?” Uncle ’Rastus: “ No, indeed, sah!” Colonel Hooks: 
“And no more playing policy?’ Uncle 'Rastus: '' Well, 
sah, I buys de policy slips; but I makes 'em de subjec' ob a 
pow'ful deal ob pra’r, sah."— Puck. 


A CERTAIN priest was attending the death-bed of a wealthy 
old lady, and pricked up his ears when he heard her say, 
slowly and with difficulty: ‘‘ Father—I’ve—given—you——” 
*t Stay," cried be, anxious to hav witnesses for this nuncu- 
pativ testament; *' I'll call in the famity." When the family 
had assembled, the old lady resumed: ‘‘ Father—I've—givcn 
—you—a great—deal of trouble." And, exhausted with the 
effort, she fell back and expired.— Argonaut. 


Tux following occurred in Chandlerville, Ill., during the 
civil war: Mother: “Lulu, mamma will hav to punish you 
now; you hav been doing again what I forbade you to do.'* 
Lulu Reads (four years old): “Did you see me do it, 
mamma?” ‘I did not see you, but God saw you; he always 
sees us.” ''Did God see me do it? Just God?” “Yes, 
my dear, he saw you.” ''Then, mamma, let him "tend. to 
me."— Votes. 

Fivg.YyEAR-orp Roserr H. Froman, of Ghent, Ky., asked 
his Aunt Caby : ‘ Auntie, God can do everything, can't he?” 
*CYes, Reb.” ‘Then why don't he make bad men good?" 
No answer was given him, and he asked his mamma, after à 
moment's: pause: ' Mamma, will niggers be white in 
heaven?" Again, he said: '* Grandma, God will soon be 
ready for you." ‘Why, Rob?" ‘‘ Because you are 80 
old."— Voice. 

— $9 A. 

New facts were discovered and therefore a new 
system of interpretation was required, and men be- 
gan to apply their critical powers to the sacred writ- 
ings for the purpose of bringing them into conform: 
ity with opinions that had been arrived at independ- 
ently by the reason. Each new discovery of science 
that bore upon any scriptural question, each new 
order of tendencies evoked by the advance of civili- 
zation, produced a repetition of the same process. 
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The American Seenlar Union Congress. 


Xa regard to railroad fares to the Portsmouth 
Congress we would ask cur friends to note specially 
whsi we giv below. 

Aa mentioned, the Eastern, Ceniral, and Southern 
lines (the Western Passenger Association has declined 
to enter the pool) will grant us a reduction of two- 
thirds the regular first-class fare on our homeward 
tickets, provided we comply with the foliowing con- 
ditions: 

“1. Each person desiring the reduction must purchase a 
first-class ticket to Portsmouth, O., for which he will pay 
the regular fare; and upon receipt the ticket agent will, at 
the time he buys the ticket, giv him a printed certificate of 
purchase, properly filled out and signed by said ticket agent. 

2. If through tickets cannot be procured at the starting- 
point, the traveler must purchase to the moat convenient 
point where through tickets can be obtained, and repurchase 
through to Portsmouth, requesting a certificate from the 
ticket agent at the point where repurchase is made 

8. Tickets for the return journey will be sold, by the ticket 
agent at Portsmouth, O., at one-third the highest limited 
fare, only to those holding ceriificates (referred to above) 
signed by the ticket agent at the point where through ticket 
to Portsmouth was purchased, and countersigned by Ida C. 
Craddock, secretary of the American Secular Union, certi- 
fying that the holder has been in regular attendance at the 
Portsmouth Congress. 

4. It is absolutely necessary that such a certificate be pro- 
cured by each traveler, a8 it proves that full fare has been 
paid for the journey to Portsmouth, and that the purchaser 
is therefore entitled to the excursion fare returning. It will 
also determin the route via which the ticket for the return 
journey should be issued. 

5. On some of the roads, tickets for return journey will 
be. furnished only on certificates procured not more than 
three days before the meeting assembles, nor later than three 
days after the commencement of the meeting, and will be 
available for continuous passage only; no stop-over privi- 
leges being allowed on tickets sold at less than full fares. 
Certificates will not be honored unless presented within three 
days after the date of the adjournment of the Congress. 

6. Ticket agents will be instructed that the excursion 
fares will not be available unless the holders of certificates 
are properly identified, as above described, by Ida C. Crad- 
dock, secretary of the American Secular Union, on the cer- 
tificate. $ 

7. These certificates are not transferable. 

8. The reduction on return journey will apply only to the 
point at which a traveler’s through ticket was purchased to 
Porismouth on his way to the Congress. 

9. (Very important) NO REFUND OF FARE WILL 
BE MADE ON ANY ACCOUNT WHATEVER BECAUSE 
OF FAILURE ON YOUR PART TO OBTAIN A CERTIF- 
ICATE. Shouid you neglect to obtain a certificate as the 
above conditions provide, you will be obliged to pay full 
fare both ways. 

10. Last, but nof least, it is recommended that those who 
wish to obtain certificates shall arrange to be at the ticket 
office a half-hour before trains start, in order to receive 
proper attention from the ticket agent. 


From Pniladelphie, the Chesapeake and Ohio rail- 
road (leaving Broad street siation) giv us a rate of 
$15 50 first-siass fere to Portsmouth, and one-third 
returning, whieh will bring the amount of round- 
trip ticket within $21. From New York city, the 
fare will be $16 guing to Portsmouth, and one-third 
returning ; and those of our friends who start from 
New York sre requested to call at the office of the 
Chesapeske and Ohio Railway Oo., 862 Broadway, to 
procure tickets. : 

Friends starting from Boston oan leave at 9:15 
am, via Shove Line, arriving at Philadelphia, Broad 
street station, ab 6:47 Pm, There they can join the 
friends who may ba en route from New York at that 
time, and leave Philsdelphia from that depot at 7:40 
P.M, reaching Portsmouth next day st 2:30 rm. 
Tickets may ba obtained at the Pennsylvania railroad 
office, 205 Washington street, Boston, and by pro- 
curing certificates (as dirested above) signed by the 
ticket agent from whom they purchase their tickets 
through to Portsmouth, and having those tickets 
countersigned by Ida C. Craddock, secretary of the 
American Secular Union, at the Congress, they can 
get the benefit of the reduced rate homeward. By 
taking the above train and route, a transfer through 
New York city of person and baggage is avoided. 

Our friends will please bear in mind that, in order 
fo secure the above reductions in fare, they must be 
certain to provide themselvs with duly signed and 
countersigned certificates, as given above. No stop- 
over tickets will be allowed for Philadelphia or other 
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| intermediate points. Friends desiring to remain 


over in Philadelphia, either going or returning, will 
hav to pay regular fare between New York and Phil- 
adelphia, and repurchase ticket on which reduction 
is to be allowed in Philadelphia. . 

A vestibule train leaves New York via Pennsy!- 
venis railroad at 5 rm; Philadelphia, 7:40 pm; Bal- 
timore, 9:55 r.m.; Washington, 11:10 p.m ; and reaches 
Portsmouth at 2:30 p.m. next day. The usual extra 
charge is made for sleeping berths. From Philadel- 
phia, the Pullman charge is $4 through for & double 
berth, or $2.50 to White Sulphur Springs, where 
travelers may change to comfortable day coaches for 
the rest of the way. Two persons may occupy 
& double berth without extra charge. Friends may 
either carry their own lunches, or procure meals 
in the dining-sar at $1 per meal. This is the 
only train carrying a dining-sar through between 
New York and Portsmouth without change. The 
entire train is heated with steam, and is lighted 
with electric lights, individual electric lamps being 
provided for any passenger who may desire one at 
his seat or in his berth. The road winds through 
some of the most picturesque scenery to be had 
anywhere among the Alleghanies. At 6:45 next 
morning, we arrive at White Sulphur Springs, that 
famous aristocratic resort of the “ F. F. V.’s” (first 
families of Virginia), situated in an undulating val- 
ley surrounded by mountains. The medicinal virtues 
of these springs are world-renowned, and hav been 
known and tested since 1788, Further on, we come 
into the Greenbrier valley, where the picturesque 
stream which givs the valley its name flows tranquilly 
slong over a bed of slate. At Kanawha Falls, which 
we reach about 10:30, the scenery is wild and rugged 
in the extreme. “The broad river,” writes an east- 
bound traveler, *' sweaps majestically down over the 
rocks, and on both sides of you tower verdure-clad 
walls that are broken here and there with frowning 
masses of rock. Past the Hawk's Nest, or under it, 
the train rushes, carrying you into the wild, rugged 
defiles made by the New river, as it cuts its narrow 
pathway through the solid rock. There is no wilder 
or more picturesque scenery in America than that 
along the banks of the little stream which goes roar- 
ing and plunging over its stony course many feet 
below you.” Later on we enter the beautiful valley 
of the Ohio, with its alternating fertil farms and busy 
manufacturing towns, and at 2:30 in the afternoon 
we find ourselvs at Portsmouth. 

While it would of course be desirable, as a matter 
of social pleasure, that all our friends journey to 
Portsmouth on the same train, it is not at all obliga- 
tory. They can go individually on whatever train 
suits them best, and still be entitled to the reduc- 
tion, provided they comply with the conditions re- 
garding certificates, given above. Coming home, it 
is hoped that as many as possible will return on the 
one train, so that we may hav a fraternal jubilation 
and a good time generally—as well as more leisure 
than is likely to obtain af the Congress for overflow 
discussions of ways and means of extending our 
work. 

. We trust that our friends everywhere, and espe- 
cially to the north and easi of Philadelphia, can 
manage to come this way, so that we can hav a 
pleasant social journey homeward. 

Ipa C. Ozappocx, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 18, 1890. 
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The Mutual Aid Society. 
The necessity for greater organization, for closer 


union, i8 becoming more and more spparent to Free- 
thinkers everywhere. 
work can be accomplished in no other way is gaining 
ground. That Secular work has bsen done spasmod. 


The idea that lasting, effectiv 


ically and with only transient success is manifest. 
Much time, money, and energy has been wasted in 
these comparativly fruitless attempts. And, too, 
when in a community Freethinkers hav aroused 
themselvs to a sense of their wrongs, the movement 
for justice has been participated in only by the more 
bold, the more brave and outspoken, while by far the 
greater number hav remained inactiv through cow- 
ardice, fear of failure and loss of business, the jeers 
of Christian neighbors, and the innuendoes of the 
priesthood, thus often rendering ineffectual the con- 
vulsiv attempt. Not one in a hundred of the Lib- 
erals and Freethinkers throughout the country be- 
long to any Freethought organization or society, and 
many of those who do are far from zealous in the 
cause. The work done by our Secular Union is of 
so small an amount ss to be almost imperceptible to 
the great mass of Liberals. What they hav done 
the past year beyond the printing and distribution 
of a few pamphlets and tracts I do not know. Un- 
doubtedly they can do but little; indeed, loosely as 
they are organized, their hands must be bound. 
The absence of financial and moral support, and the 
single and unaided efforts of the officers, must be 
productiv of little telling or lasting benefit. We 
must hav closer union, better and more thorough 
organization. The state organizations of Washing- 
ton,’ Oregon, California, Texas, the local organiza- 
tions all over the country, must unite, must be bound 


together in closer ties of union and fellowship, recog- 
nizing the American Secular Union as a head, and 
ready to ecoperate and render sid in every possible 
way in any attempt made by ii to secure freedom 
and justice, and crush tyranny and oppression. 

Auxiliary to this compact American Secular Union 
army should be organized s Mutual Aid Society similar 
to the Masona, Odd Fellows, and other kindred frater- 
nities. Fresthinkers need it, they demand it. Ii 
should be organized as strong and as systematically 
and thoroughly as sny of those referred to; nor 
should its initiation fees, dues, assessments, eto., be 
more than is absolutely necessary to an economical 
management. Because of its fraternal features, its 
material aid and secret work, its membership would 
soon quadruple, yes, exceed by a hundred fold, that of 
the more open ard publie Secular Union. Thousands 
would join who at heart are Freethinkers but who, 
through moral cowardice, through fear of loss to 
business and social position, would not join the Amer- 
ican Secular Union. Thovsands of others would 
join, mainly on account of the fraternal and insurance 
features, who, while liberal in their views on relig- 
ious matters, are not Liberals and Fveethinkers, but 
who, through association with Liberals, and the read- 
ing of Liberal literature which would undoubtedly be 
thrown in their way, would ultimately become Free- 
thinkers and as zealous in the cause as any. 

That the work of Libsrals and Freethinkers in sec- 
ularizing our government is political in its nature we 
all know, and we know also that the Mutual Aid 
Society must be non-partisan in its organization ; 
still, to be of aid, to be a beneficial auxiliary to the 
American Secular Union, much of the work must be 
political in its nature. The members of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union to secure the adoption of any of 
the Nine Demands must vote for and elect men for 
public office favorable to these demands; and that by 
organization, by united work and vote, such men can 
be elected, is more than probable. While the Ma- 
sonic lodge is non partisan it is au actual fact that at 
least fifty per cent of the political offices in our coun- 
try are held by members of that fraternity. Their 
work is not done openly, but secretly. Masons at- 
tend caucuses, primaries, and nominating conven- 
tions and it is there that their work is done, and it 
is right there that Secularists must do their work, and 
not trust to an ineffectual, unavailing demand for 
right and justice, or for proper laws, from men 
chosen and elected by their avowed enemies. 

That Liberals will not organize, will not recognize 
leadership—that each demands the fullest independ- . 
ence and the acceptauce of his or her ism—is to me 
a nonsensical idea. When it is fairly presented to 
their view, I firmly believe that all possessing that 
grain of common sense of which Liberals so much 
boast, will recognize the necessity of organizafion on 
some broad platform, and that each will sink his or 
her me out of sight and work for the common 
good. 

That a grand, a noble work can be accomplished 
by Liberals, I hav not the least doubt; that results 
will flow from such organization that will surprise 
the most sanguin I also believe. ist our next Oon- 
gress, now about to meet at Portsmouth, O., thor- 
oughly canvass the matter. Let a live, energetic 
committee be appointed to get immediately to work, 
and let the new year of 1891 see the inauguration of 
the strongest and most aggressiv Liberal movement 
ever started in the world. 

I would that circumstances would allow me to 
attend the Congress. ` 

Bravo, Brothers Reynolds, Jamieson, Andres, Sis- 
ter Craddock, and others, for your courageous, ring- 
ing, energetic words! Let all to them extend a 
hand and success will crown their and our efforts. 

Rosszav Huss. 
er errs 


Our London Letter. 


The church congress at Hull has just closed its 
labors, such as they were, and it is very questionable 
if any good will arise from the meeting, any more 
than in past years. As usual, there was a consider- 
able divergence of opinion, which seems rather re- 
markable in a church claiming perfect unity of faith. 
The proceedings commenced by the introduction of 
two deputations, one from the Wesleyans and the 
other from the Hull Nonconformist Association, with ^ 
addresses of welcome and assurances of brotherly 
love. Compliments were freely exchanged. The 
bishop of Durham informed the Nonconformists 
that, though recent inquiries into the origin of the 
sacred books had caused some distress, he felt sure 
that the final result of the most searching investiga- 
tion would be to bring the facts of providence and 
inspiration into closer connection with human life. 
It is to be hoped the Nonconformists were able to 
understand this learned remark ; it is a question if 
the ordinary lay mind could grasp its meaning, if it 
had any. When the question of the church's atti- 
tude toward strikes and wages disputes was brought 
up, the combatants waxed warm. A trades unionist 
leader considered that the church must be with the 
laborers in the forthcoming struggle, because her 
“divine master” was with them, but another pious 
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The spectroscope, that marvelous instrument of|Aeit. A second mass-meeting called by Mr. Voght- 


churchman, speaking as an employer, failed to see 
what that had to do with it, evidently being of opin- 
ion that Ohrist, not being an employee himself, 
knew nothing about the matter, and if the church 
could not back up his side as it has hitherto done, 
it had better stand neutral. If not, he will, perhaps, 
withdraw hia support, and smash up the concern, so 
the church had better look ouf. A parson claimed 
that the Chureh of England is the largest trades 
union in existence. Another one, with an eye to the 
future, thought it advisable to be on the side of the 
many, as doubtless they would gain the day, and the 
church could then come in and claim a good share 
of plunder, on the ground of its valuable assistance. 
One Ohristian capitalist brought up the old stock 
argument that poverty was czused chiefly through 
improvidence and drink, though he did not explain 
how the laborer, getting ten or twelve shillings per 
week, could support a family and get drunk every 
night on that large income. I wonder how much his 
own drink costs him. A Westminster vicar practi- 
cally recommended his brother clergymen first of all 
to get hold of the workingmen, a thing that had 
not yet been accomplished, and that is not likely to 
be accomplished unless the workingman changes 
very considerably. 

A lady speaker took a very gloomy view of the 
state of the church and its smali. influence. In her 
opinion immorality is increasing, intemperance is 
growing, especially amongst women, irreligion is 
gradually permeating the masses, the religious ob- 
servance of Sunday is becoming obliterated, and In- 
fidelity goos a step further than of old. 

The dean of Rochester is greatly shocked at the 
prevalenca of gambling and betting in all classes, 
although he defended raffles and bazars because 
they produca so much money for churches and 
schools, and if tha church received a commission on 
all the money changing hands in every form of spec- 
ulation, he would be as eager & champion for every 
description of gambling as he is now its avowed 
enemy. Archdeason Farrar was very severe on the 
swindles and corruptions of trade, but as most fraud- 
ulent traders are religious men, he goes rather against 
his own interests in abusing his supporters. 

The Congregational Union went over pretty much 
the same ground, but one shining light was of s 
totally different opinion as to future prospests from 
the lady who spoke so sorrowfully at the revival meet- 
ings. From the Oongregationalist’s point of view 
Ohristinnity was spreading fast, the interference of 
ministers in political aud social matters was warmly 
welcomed, hostility to the gospel had died out, Secu 
Jarism had failed to charm and had lost what little 
influence it once bad. From which one may gather 
that this gentleman has a very good situation, and 
calculates the creed he professes will last his time. 

The sum and substance of the whole matter is, it 
geoms, that s lot of parsons hav had a week's holiday 
at the people's expense, hav aired their croohets, 
humbugged the feithful, put their tongues in their 
cheeks, winked at one another, and gone for a further 
holiday or te their own homes as the case may be. 

A curious letter sppeared last week in one of the 
dailies from a writer signing himself “A Happy 
Ourets,” who was at the time of writing attending 
the Hull congress. He says the happiest life is that 
of & parson, and there is no doubt the life of a toler- 
ably good-looking, unmarried, not too bashful, well- 


connected curate, with a private income, is & very 


good position to hold, but he must be a fool to ad- 
-vertise it and make everyone anxious to go into the 
J. D. 


business. 
ed 


Life and Death. 

In the South Kensington Museum, London, there 
ig an immense collection of objects which, according 
to taste or knowledge, attract the attention of the 
multitudes who go there.. Now, however much 
attention may be given to the curiosities which 
abound in that place, there is one that attracts and 
tranefixes all classes of visitors, from princes of 
royal blood and peers of every realm to the coster- 
monger and lower-grade laborer. This is an exhibit 
labeled, “The Epresentation of a Man Resolved 
into His Chemical Elements.” There is a certain 
amount of water in our blood and tissues, there 
before you is s large glass vessel containing just so 
many gallons of water; another jar shows the exact 
quantity of carbon in us; smaller bottles contain 
the iron and phosphorus in the precise proportions 
necessary to our constitution, and these are sur- 
rounded by little vials which contain the remaining 
difforent elements too numerous to mention here, but 
which show the complexity of the human physical 
structure. There they lie upon a shelf ready for 
some magician gifted with the powers of life and 
death to wave his magic wand over the strange 
assortment of chemical forces and recreate a human 
being, endow him with life and make him walk the 
earth, experience all the vicissitudes of human exist- 
ence, aud die like one of us. 

Now, what strikes the cultivated observer is the 
exact identity of these elements of our bodies with 
those which the spectroscope has revealed as exist- 
ing in the sun, the stars, the nebule, the earth. 


modern science, will analyze the most distant star or 
find the slightest trace of poison in the human sys- 
tem. Through it the stars now write their auto- 
graphic record on the pages of terrestrial science. 

We hav, therefore, within our bodies samples of 
the most important elements of which the universe is 
composed, so that man has well been called by an- 
cient philosophers a microcosm—that is, a model or 
epitome of the universe. The sun, that radiant orb 
which illumins the world, is our father—“Our father 
which art in heaven giv us this day our 
daily breasd"— a Christianized version of the old 
Parsee prayer to the sun. Yes, our magnificent lumi- 
nary in the heavens is the father of us all, and the 
earth is our mother. The solar rays fruetify the 
earth and cause it to bring forth the compounds of 
which out bodies are composed. The sun’s heat 
and animal heat are the same. A blush on the cheek 
of a maiden, and the tints on the patals of a rose, 
are equally the chemical action of imprisoned sun- 
beams. All life is embodisd sunshine, and death the 
natural agent which, sooner or later, leta the pent-up 
elements free to disperse in space; and then passing 
through nature’s laboratory, they combine into other 
forms and reappear amid the world’s phenomena of 
life and beauty. 


One of the most remarkable facts of life is the 
continual change that all things undergo. Nothing 
is at rest. The atoms of our bodies are continually 
changing. New atoms are born, the old ones die 
and are cast off. If it were not 80, we could not liv. 
Birth and death are continually taking place, not 
only around us, but within us. The sun, the air, 
food, and water supply us with fresh elements for the 
nutriment of the molecules—these minute particles 
of matter which compose cur physical strusture. 
So that our bodies are only forms through which a 
stream of matter is continually flowing. Oxygen, 
the great death. dealer, is constantly passing through 
every fiber of our being, consuming and destroying. 
Hunger is simply waste of the system caused by the 
action of oxygen. But if oxygen is continually de- 
atroying, the sun’s rays are continually renewing 
and building up; they resupply the system with the 
elements necessary for its renewal, and bring forth 
life and beauty from the midst of destruction, death, 
and decgy. 

Death, that awful, mysterious bourne from which 
no traveler has ever returned to tell us what is be- 
yond the grave. Everything that livs must die, for 
death is the penalty of life. The enlightened, whose 
minds hav been freed from superstition, do not dread 
death. They know there is no angry God to face; 
no eternal punishment to fear. There is naturally 
some shrinking at the thought of physical pangs 
and regrets at the thoughts of leaving those held 
dearest on earth. But the memory of a well-spent 
lifa must be the greatest of all consolations in the 
last, ead hour of human existence. Death is a ref- 
uge for the over-burdened, the weary, the forlern, 
the despairing, those who hav been blown about by 
the adverse winds of fate. After all, death is only 
change, and nature’s changes resemble dissolving 
views by which the lower is gradually merged into 
the higher. Apa CAMPBELL. 

160 W. 14th st., New York, Oot. 17, 1890. 
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Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The Freethinkers of Berlin are about to erect a 
crematory. Soitisalways. Mankind has to look to 
the Infidel for progress, and when snecess attends the 
undertaking the church steps in and claims it as her 
doing. 


The prominent Swedish Freoihinker Dr. Knut 
Wicksell has entered the ranks of the Swedish Free- 
thought society. The doctoris a member, of several 
years’ standing, of the Universal Freethought Associ- 
ation. The doctor will associate himself especially 
with the North Stockholm auxiliary society. 


New societies hav baen started in Stockholm and 
Eskilstuna by Mr. Lennstrand. But the activity of 
our friends is not confined to this ; a Freethinkers’ 
Song-book by Mr. Hellborg and an Annual by Mr. 
Viktor Lennstrand are to see the light of this winter. 
Yes, Freethought in Sweden has come to stay, and 
we congratulate our friends on their success. 


The first of a series of meetings inaugurated by 
the Social-Damocratic party cf Germany, tending to 
a leaving of the state church in a body, if possible by 
all belonging to said party, took place October 13th 
in Joel’s hall, Berlin. The meeting was attended by 
about fifteen hundred persons of both sexes. A Mr. 
Regelt, B.Th., took occasion to signify his disapproval 
of this step by saying: “If you organize for a war 
for mental liberty, then we [tbe powers that be| will 
likewise organize to defend Jesus Obrist, our 
redeemer.” The audience greeted this sentiment 
with a hearty laugh and sundry queries, which woke 
up the polica present, who declared the meeting dis- 


herr was attended by over four thousand people.— 
Freireligiéses Sonntags- Blatt. 


In Sweden things are beginning to look brighter. 
A former bitter enemy of the Freethought move- 
meat, the Rav. C. J. Eckman, has in an open letter 
to Dagens Nyheter taken stend for our brethren. 
He says the state has no right to interfere with spec- 
ulativ opinions and that the Freethinkers bay as 
much right to publish their ideas as the Christians 
theirs.— Fritinkaren. The imporiance of this step 
of Mr. Eckman, who also isa member of the Swedish 
Rigsdag (congress), cannot be overestimated. For 
& voice in Rigsdagen of a prominent Christien in de- 
fense of Freethought will do more good than almost 
any number of Freethinkers io the same body. 


There is trouble in Norway. Rev. Frans Brusen 
recently spoke fiersely from his pulpit in Our Saviors - 
church in Christiania against the secular press in 
general and tho Ohristisnia Dagblad especially. 
He said that said paper was destruotiv to trua ralig- 
ion and dangerous to “defenseless hearts and to 
those not strong in the faith” Ths fact that 
writings from Ibsen, Bjornson, Kielland, Dr. Oisen, 
and others, all cf whom are Freethinkers, appear in 
ssid paper, explains the horror end fesr of the rev- 
erend gentleman, whose harang had the usual re- 
sult—sn iaccreased gaie of the forbidden paper. 


Thai the Roman Catholics of Germany are not 
asleep, and that the priesis work their sheep for all 
they are worth, is evident. According io the Frei- 
religiéses Sonntags-.Blatt Germany is crowded with 
Oatholie societies, the aggregate income of which is 
betweon three and four million marks. The most 
prominent societies are: Society of Holy Childhood, 
the members of which, over one million, remain chil- 
dren until twenty-one years of age, and whieh ked in 
1888 an income of 12,966 francs ; the Africa Society 
of German Catholies, which has two hundred and 
fifty members and an annusl income of 350,000 
marks. The journals of these two societies are 
printed in editions aggregating 160,000 numbers. 
Of the several propaganda societies four had, in 1888, 
an aggregate income of 1,896,124 marks. The St. 
Canesius Society, working for the estabiighment of 
parochial schools, has one hundred and twenty mem- 
bers. But besides these partial clerics! go- 
cieties there ara in Germany seven hundred and fifty 
mechanics’ societies, with one hundred and fifty-s6wo 
buildings and two hundred snd fifty thousand mem- 
bers, and two hundred and fifty labor societies with 
a membership of sixty thousand, Gustave NELSON. 

e 
Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remspure gave a course of lectures at Albion, Ida. 
and organized a strong Secular Union, with the following 
Officers: A. V. Caldwell, president; Andrew Burstrom, 
secretary, and Hugh Moon, treasurer. 


in 


Mr. CnaRLEs Warts’s subject before the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club in this city November 7th is, ‘‘ Religion, With and 
Without Theology.” We hope that al] the Liberals of 
the city will attend to welcome Mr. Watis, whose voice 
has not been heard in Gotham for many months. 


Mr. L. K. WasnusuzN announces that he will be at the 
Congress of the American Secular Union on October 81st, at 
Portsmouth, O., and would like to arrange for lectures in 
the vicinity of Portsmouth from November 3d to November 
8th. For terms address him at the investigator office. 


A 3RANOR of the American Secular Union was organized 
in Newark, N. J., on the 9th inst., the officers elected being: 
President, W. G. Mayo; vice-president, John R. Charles- 
worth; secretary, Cora Belle Flagg; treasurer, Frank Kieb, 
Sr.; secretary of finance, Mrs. J. G. Hunter. The reason 
for this new Organization is that the old Newark Liberal 
League has been taken possession of by the Anarchisis. 


Miss Apa CAMPBELL will lecture for the Friendship Lib- 
eral League, of Philadelphia, at Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood streets, Sunday, October 26th. Subject, 2:30 P M., 
* Sunday in the Light of Reason ;” 7:30 P.a., '* Truth versus 
Christianity.” The secretary of the League aska all the 
Liberals of the city to attend, as it will be the only oppor- 
tunity they will hav of hearing Miss Campbell. Mr. Charles 
Watts will lecture at the same place on November 9th, and 
of course the hall will be crowded. 

` ——— M 

Monars exhibit as constant a developmeni as in- 
teliect. It is one of the most familiar fasts that 
there are certain virtues that are higher than others, 
and that many of these belong exolusivly io a highly 
developed civilization. Thus, that the love of trath 
is a virtue is a proposition which, stated simply, 
would hav been probably accepted with equal alao- 
riy in any age; but if we examin tha extent to 
which i£ is realized, we find a profound difference. Wa 
find that in sn early period, while all the virtues of 
an uncompromising partisan are cordially recognized, 
the higher virtue, which binds mon through a love 
of conscientious inquiry to endeavor fo pursue an 
eclectic courss when party and sectarian passions | 
rage fiercely sround them, is not only entirely unap- 
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Communications. 


Man vs. God. 
PILLSBURY 8S PREDICAMENT, 


And blood will continue to be lawful tender for liberty till 
tyrants temporal and despots spiritual shall learn and know 
that God niade the human soul volcanic, and woe ever to 
him or them who dare uncap her fires. 


The above explosion is the concluding sentence of 
Parker Pillsbury’s otherwise lucid lecture on “God 
in the Federal Constitution, Man and Woman Out.” 

It is only to be explained as one of the incon- 
sistencies of human nature that an objector to God 
in government should by his own book enthrone him 
in the constitution of mankind. 

If God is to be recognized as the author of man, 
what is the matter with making him the authority in 
the state? Is God any worse in the Constitution of 
anation than he is in the character of the popule- 
tion ? 

If God has made man voleanic, who knows but 
that one of the results will be to plump God into the 
Constitution, and the final throw be to fire God out 
of his own universe? If man would only once get 
God out of him, there might be soma show for him 
to settle down in peace and pursue the even tenor of 
his way. 

The trouble in politics is not so much God in the 
Constitution of the country, as it is theology in the 
blundering people. As long as God is supposed to 
be somebody big enough to boss around, and thought 
to hav a right to dictate from having created every 
thing, there can be no end to the assumptions and 
disruptions among the godly crew who each will hav 
his own idea of God's name, nature, and notions, and 
all despise and damn those who hav sense enough 
to leave God out of their account, and sourage to 
SAY BO. 

One time I met Parker Pillsbury in a pseudo- 
lyceum, in Cleveland, O. I had raised tha question, 
What is the authority of spirits? My gun was aimed 
at the claim that ghosts of one sort or other hada 
right to commend material people. Icould not ham- 
mer grammar enough into the whole Spiritualistic 
crowd to make them comprehend the linguistic func- 
tion of that little word “of,” they all the time per- 
sisting in rendering the query, “ What is the author- 
ity for believing in spirits?’ There was much jaw 
and small grist from several of the assembled seers, 
who, seeing they were getting the worst of it, called 
on the ancient Abolitionist to abolish my argument, 
which he proceeded not to do by saying ha would 
not apply to me, hecause it would not be courteous, 
the Bible epigram, “The fool hath said in his heart, 
there is no God.” He undertook to explain, how- 
ever, that if was foolish to say there is no God, be- 
cause a negativ cannot be proved. He forgot that it 
needs no proof to establish the axiom, the same body 
cannot move in opposit directions at the same time, 
and could not perceive that if everything must hav a 
cause, therefore there cculd not hav been a first 
cause, which he sought to make out by the very 
syllogism that disproved it. 

The pretense that a God operates among men, 
voleanieally or otherwise, discounts, despises, and 
disfranchises as fools or knaves al who hold to 
another sort of boas spook or deny his godship 
altogether. 

If there were & God, it would be necessary to 
abolish him. Voltaire’s skade will take notice. 

So long as the idea of God, one or more—that is to 
say, the notion of an unapproachable seat of irre- 
sponsible authority—predominates in the mind of 
men, 80 long will force be used to back up fraud, as 
cunning continues to conjure chains professed to be 
prophetically derived from the hollow court of fathom- 
less lies—for the profit of the conjurer. 

So long as terrestrial tribunals swear witnesses by 
the God instinct—which is all in their eye—so long 
will hypocrits and half-wits baar false witness against 
their neighbors; whilst if a religious test might be 
rationally permitted, it should be applied to exclude 
those from privilege who profess the vulgar faith. 

So long as superstition’s swindlers are imposed by 
spear and sword, so long will powder and bullet be 
needed in the stout hands of thinking men as egsen- 
n. mede to make way for reason and justice in the 
earth. 

When the sanctimonious scoundrels press the 
petty plea that they hav the right to believe and pro- 
fesa what they please, and therefore to claim the 
right to bear rule by royalty from God, the proper 
and pertinent reply is, that they hav no civil right 
to insist, nor should they be granted the over- 
generous privilege of either insisting on the inviola- 
bility of their own nescience nor of instigating or 
countenancing a conspiracy against a secular govern- 
ment on the earth, by the people of the earth, for 
the people of the earth. 

When God is dead, beyond any hocus-posus resur- 
rection, or, in other words, when ghostly and godly 
superstition sball cease forever to intolerantly influ. 
ence the mind of man, then it will be, and it will not 
be til then, that smiling peace and satiate plenty 


shall pervade plain and hill, because in that day of 
the people individual and collectiv justice shall invest 
home and forum as knowledge shall be gathered and 
diffused. - 

Then man shall be revered by man because of 
reverend manliness, and the home, sweet home, shall 
be the holy sanctuary of love, where sincere affection 
shall count it no sacrifice to offer the best to family 
and guest, not affinities sought for abroad. 

Thea men shall gesk for truth and find it, because 
it ig the mind's natural sustenance, and they will 
confer together because mutual assistance by mutual 
agreement is the only safe and sound policy, right 
not needing might for its friend. (Does Mrs. Sever- 
ance catch on ?) 

When the allegiance of reason shall replace the 
worship of wind, and weary knees shall bend no 
more in profitless prayer ai the altar of blind force— 
when scornful lips and sneering noses shall not 
breathe contempt for the Atheist assayer whose last 
analysis precipitates God to limbo—then, and then 
for certain, the halls of science shall be the temples 
of intelligence, and the lyeeum floor of free discus- 
sion be our bloodless battle-field. 

Tyngsboro, Mass. Joan Frescorr Gur. 


No Tornado Insurance, 


One is not required to go outside the church for 
religious satire. In the peculiar activity known as 
ehureh-work, the devoted Christian is often uncon- 
sciously inconsistent, and we may stand at a respect- 
ful distance and smile pityingly and derisivly. I 
strolled into one of Milwaukee's churches last Sun- 
day after the congregation had left, and looked 
respectfully at some new interior decorations that 
the papers had spoken of. As Iwas passing out a 
piece of paper in one of the pews attracted my 
attention and I picked it up. It was one of those 
comical pronunciamentos which the blindly faithful, 
buffeted between dogmatic carelessness and worldly 
scheming, 80 often put forth. They love to consider 
the lilies and toil not on Sundays, but forget to take 
no eara for the morrow on week-days. At the head 
of the paper, which was a begging letter, was the 
photographic-engraving reproduction of a wrecked 
church, and under it this appeal : 

Plymouth church of Fargo, N. D., was completely 
destroyed by the storm on the morning of July 7th. It was 
a mission church in the north part of the city, having a 
large end important field and doing a splendid work. It 
has two flourishing Sunday-schools under its care. Our 
building is a total loss, as we had no tornado insurance upon 
it. In our present circumstances we are utterly unable to 
rebuild. Can you not giv usa helping hand? Send your 
gifts to Rev. E. H. Stickney, Fargo, N. D., treasurer of the 
building committee. Geo. S. Bascom, pastor. H.C. Sim- 
mons, supt. A. H. M. 8. for North Dakota. 


Is not this a rich one! No tornado insurance! 
Doubtless they thought their Lord would prosper 
and shield them in their “large and important field” 
and the “splendid work” their church was doing. 
In the confusion and despair of their wreck they 
overlook the implied distrust in divine aid shown by 
their letter, and show how much more practical they 
consider human aid. In the picture of the wrecked 
church, which they send out, is shown a dwelling- 
house also, and it is next door to the dilapidated 
“house of God.” Is there any significance in the 
fact that the dwelling shows no signs of injury from 
the wind ? Farprn:0 HEATH. 

Milwaukee, Sept. 16, 1890. 
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An Interesting Book. 


To rae EprroR or THE Trura Seexzr; Sir: I 
took so much pleasure in reading Mre. Colman’s 
* Rewiniscences,” when contributed to your columns, 
that I am very glad to find them in so handsome a 
volume as that published by H. L. Green at Buffalo. 
Her accounts of the hostility of the church to the 
antislavery and woman’s rights reforms, and of her 
own advocacy of these great movements as a lecturer, 
are extremely lively as well as instructiv. What she 
says &bout Spiritualism ought to be read by every 
Spiritualist, and especially her reason, given on page 
31, for not giving more of the experience which has 
made her cease to believe in the “ phenomena." 

F. M. Horra. 
——— m 
Are They Knaves or Idiots? 


From Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought. 


The new society in this city for the suppression of 
vice, of which society Dr. Gunn is president, opens 
its exercises by a damnable outrage on the rights of 
others. Its agent, a man named Britton, as ordered 
by Dz. Gunn, swoops down upon several hundred 
books that he has not bought and has no right to, 
steals them by force away from their owner, and 
brings the accused into court on a charge of selling 
obscene literature. An examination of the books is 
made by the court or judge, they are decided to be 
not obscene, and the persons so charged are liber- 
ated. These outrages show the asinin quality of 
the nine or more ssses forming the society, not a 
member of which, as is proved by the decision of 
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If Dr. Gunn, who is large enough and old enough 
to possess good judgment, is really troubled in his 
conscience as to what the public shall read, so long 
as it does not care to read his writings, why not 
select such books as his activ brain thinks to be 
obscene, present the book in proper form to a United 
States or other grand jury, and then, if it be by such 
a body declared obscene or prejudicial to good 
morals, then le& the matter come to trial, and the 
publication of the book be judicially stopped? Then, 
if the order of a court of competent jurisdiction be 
disregarded, follow with the arrest of the offender. 
Till a book is thus judicially pronounced obscene, its 
sale is no offense against the law. 

In the defense of our rights asa citizen, if Mr. 
Comstock or Mr. Britton or Mr. Gunn, or any other 
person, enters our home, office, or place of business 
to seize upon, steal, and carry away any books or 
property that has not baen correctly adjudged an- 
tagonistic to the public welfare, we will kill such an 
intruder or he will kill us then aud there, and go to 
the public for its verdict. 

We are surprised that Dr. Gunn, who has good 
practice as a physician and something of a good 
standing among men, should thus enter the list and 
head an organization of plunderers, among whom are 
well-known blackmailers.: ' 

If Dr. Gunn is hungry for notoriety, let him apply 
for the indictment of the editors and publishers of 
daily papers, who swore by all the gods on their cal- 
endars that they would openly break and defy the 
law forbidding publication of jadicial killing by elec- 
tricity, and not set out under the lead of a black- 
mailer to steal books without knowing what he is 
doing. This monkey business is bringing all law 


into ridicule. 
os 


Before Christianity What? 
Rez Reges in Agnostic Journal, 

However incredible it may seem, there are many 
good and worthy people who are under the impres- 
sion that, prior to the introduction of Christianity, 
the world was wholly sunk in ignorance and licen- 
tiousness. No doubt there were plenty of unhung 
scoundrels; but it is also true that, long before 
Christianity had a place, there were astronomers, 
philosophers, moralists, and teachers in Indis, Persia, 
China, Assyria, and Egypt. It is also true that from 
Asia and Egypt the arts and sciences were intro- 
duced into Greece; and “it was there that they 
attained,” says Professor Fiske, “that culture and 
perfection which renders ancient history and litera- 
ture so agreeable and valuable a branch of modern 
knowledge. Through the Greeks the Romans after- 
ward came into possession of the same treasure. 
These two nations preéminently distinguished them- 
selvs by their merits and accomplishments in litera- 
ture and the fine arts. Hence it is that there is so 
much in what pertains to Greece and Rome that is 
worthy of admiration and study.” It is also true 
that, long anterior to the introduction of Christian- 
ity, Greece and Rome produced poets, orators, rhet- 
oricians, grammerians, romancers, philosophers, 
mathematicians, geographers, historians, biographers, 
physicians, sculptors, and painters. It was the 
Thracian poet, Orpheus, who, by the masterly manip- 
ulation of the lyre, “tamed the wild beast and moved 
inanimate things to action.” This, to be sure, is 
mere allegory; but it serves to show how sweet was 
his music. It was Greece that produced Homer, 
Hesiod, Sappho, Anacreon (the lyric poet who sang 
of rosy lips and sparkling wine), JE:chylus, Pindar, 
Sophocles, Euripides, and other honored names. 
Her principal philosophers were Thales and Pythag- 
oras. Thales founded what is called the Ionio 
school, and Pythagoras the Italic school From 
these two schools all the subsequent sects grew. 
Professor Fiske tells us that the “Ionic school 
included in reality every branch of science, not only 
morals and polities, but rhetoric, mathematics, as- 
tronomy, and all that is now comprehended under 
natural philosophy and natural history.” It was 
Greece that produced Anaximenes, Anaximander, 
Anaxagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, Protag- 
oras, and many other philosophers worthy of men- 
tion. It was in Greece that the canvas glowed under 
the pencil of Apelles ; and it was in Greece that mar- 
ble took divine form under the chisels of Phidias, 
Praxiteles, Aleamenes, Agoracritus, Polycletes, 
Myron, and Scopas. It was Greece that produced 
the orators and statesmen, Demosthenes, Isocrates, 
Lysias, Izceus, Machines, Antiphon, Lycurgus, Solon, 
and Pericles. As historians the Greeks could boast 
of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon. It is, 
therefore, altogether false to say that the world was 
wholly sunk in ignorance and licentiousness before 
the introduction of Christianity. To many of the 
names I hav mentioned the world has looked for 
morality and science. Professor Fiske tells us that 
“the art of gem engraving reached its highest per- 
fection among the Greeks about the time of Alexan- 
der. In this flourishing time no graver of gems 
equaled Pyrgoteles in celebrity. While Apelles 
alone wae allowed by Alexander to paint his likeness, 


the court, knowing what constitutes obscene or| and Lysippus alone to carve his statue, Pyrgoteles 


obscure literature. 


was the only one permitted to sketch his miniature 
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on the precious stone” (Manual of Classical Litera- ] 


ture, by N. W. Fiske, p. 115). 

It will be appropriate for me to observe that, with 
respect to the private life of the Athenians, Cocker 
tells us that they were “courteous, generous, end 
humane. While bold and free in the expression of 
their opinions, they paid the greatest attention to 
the rules of politeness, snd were nicely delicate on 
points of decorum” (Oocker’s Obristisnity and 
Greek Philosophy, pp. 47, 48). So much for 
Greece. 

Lot us now glance at the poets, philosophers, his- 
torians, statesmen, and morslists of the Romans. 
“Next to the Greeks,” says Professor Fiske, “ the 
Romans deserve an honorable rank in the literary 
history of antiquity. But in the first periods of 
their republic they were too much engrossed by war, 
and the prevailing taste was too much for conquest 
and for the extension of their power, to allow any 
considerable leisure of patronage to the arts of 
peace. Subsequently, however they im- 
bibed a love for letters and the sciences.” Among 
their poets and aatirists the names of Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, and Juvenal will ever reflect honor on the 
human race. Among their orators the names of 
Cicero, Hortensius, Antonius, Cato, and Pliny stand 
prominent. Among the philosophers we hav Cicero, 
Seneca, Pliny the Hider, Tacitus, Marcus Aurelius, 
and Epictetus. The historians who are prominent 
as historical authors were Julius Cæsar, Sallustius, 
Livy, Nepos, Tacitus, Suetonius, and others. 

Most assuredly, sir, it is false to say that the 
world was sunk in ignorance until Obristianity came. 
Philosophy, literature, architecture, science, art, ora- 
tory, poetry—~indeed, everything that goes to make 
life pleasant, existed long before Jesus Christ came 
to preach his horrible doctrin of eternal torments. 


———— n .,——————— 
Persecuting Russian J«ws and Other “ Heretics.” 
From a, New York Tribune Correspondent. 

The official crusade against the Jews goes steadily 
from bad to worse. Ax first the persecuted people 
hoped that the ukase of the ezar would be only par- 
tially enforced, and that after a time matters would 
settle back in their accustomed channel. But they 
now find all such hopes a vain delusion, and their 
worst fears more than realized. The decree of op- 
pression and exile is being enforced to the very letter, 
without a single touch of meray. True, government 
diligently sends forth denials that any persecution is 
in progress, and its denials are officially accepted 
as truth by other European governments. The fact 
is, however, that the most gloomy and tragic accounts 
that hav ever been published of the anti-Jewish cam- 
paign hav failed to express the full measure of its 
atrocious inhumanity. Scarcsly in the days of the 
dragonades was a more cruel and relentless warfare 
waged against a helpless and uncffending people. 

Apart from the almost ineredible violence and cut- 
rage daily practiced upon the Jews by the soldiery, 
civil officials, and the populace, a number of the most 
stringent laws are about to be put into execution, the 
effect of which will be to make every Jew in Russia an 
outlaw. For example, the law of 1865, granting Jews 
permission to liv and engage in business in the interior 
of the empire, is to be repealed. It is said that every 
provincial governor in the empire urges such action, 
and the formal proclamation of the repeal is daily 
looked for. The result will be the practical exter- 
mination of.at least two hundred thousand Jewish 
families. For then they will be absolutely forbidden 
to trade in any of the chief commodities of the coun- 
try, such as grain, provisions, cattle, lumber, and 
spirits. Moreover, the mejority of them who are 
settled in the villages will be driven from their homes 
and their property confiscated. This fate will befall 
at least half a million souls. Besides these, all the 
Polish Jews in the province of Russian Poland will 
be expelled, and the three hundred thousand Jsws 
who in virtue of a ministerial order in 1880 were al- 
lowed to settle and trade in the interior of the em- 
pire, in the towns of Riga, Libau, Rostoff, and Kieff, 
where they enjov a degree of municipal protection, 
will likewise be forced to leave their habitations. 

While such deadly blows are struck at the Jews in 
their homes snd business, other discriminations are 
being made against them. For example, it has long 


been the law of Russia that an only son, on whom |. 


the family is dependent for support, is, whether Jew 
or Christian, exempt from military service. But it 
is now proposed to deprive the Jew of this and other 
military exemptions when occasion arises for the 
' completion of a given number of recruits. The rels- 
tiva of Jews who escape the conscription are to be 
fined three hundred rubles, and it is proposed, in 
every case of Jewish desertion, to levy a fine of six 
hundred rubles on the community to which he 
belongs. Thus the Jews are to be forced to defend 
with their lives the empire that outlaws them. 

The question is often asked, Why does the pres- 
ent ezar, who is personally a good man, so cruelly 


persecute these people? The answer is easily given.. 


He is a religious monomaniac. He has inherited the 
somber fanaticism that characterized his unhappy 
mother, and added to it by brooding over his perils 
in the solitary confinement of his bomb-proof pal- 


ance of heretics. 
peace and security, therefore, it is only necessary to 
stamp out heterodoxy. So he has set his face like 
a flint against all who do not bow the knee to the 
| orthodox Greek church. Upon the Jews his band 
falls heavily, but not more so than upon the German 
Lutherans and upon the Old Believera. 
are merely & division of the Greek church, and are 
distinguished for the purity and piety of their lives. 
But for years past the government has been sending 
them to Siberia by thousands for no other reason 
than their religious belief. In the provinces on the 


aces. Thus he has become convinced that Nihilism 
is permitted to sfflict him to punish him for the 
empire's laxity of faith. He believes that his father’s 
death and the attempts that hav been made upon his 
own life are just so many dispensations of provi- 
dence, sent a8 judgments because of Russia's toler- 
To suppress Nihilism and restore 


The latter 


Garman border there are many Germans, or descend- 


ants of Germans, who cling to the faith of Luther. 
To these the Russian government officia's address 
themselvs and attempt their conversion by every 
means of chicanery and threatening which they hav 


at command. Those of the colonists who cannot 


resolve to abandon the faith of their fathers are sub- 
jected to every conceivable annoyance and debese- 
ment, until, driven to distraction, they desert their 
homes and flee to distant lands. 


Daring the firat 
seven months of this year more than 14,000 Germans 


hav thus left southern Russis, where life has become 


intolerable, and embarked at Odessa and other Rus- 
sian ports of the Black sea. Of these colonists, one- 
third hav gone to settle in Roumania and the Dob. 
rudshe, about three thousand hav migrated to the 
north of Asia Minor, while the remainder hev gone 
to South America and the Cape. The emigrants hav 
sold their farms for much below the resl value in 
their eagerness to escape from so inhospitable & 
country. 

There are, of course, many instances of so-called 
* conversion." 
the governor-geners| of Kieff, visited the Czach 
colony of Kwasiloíf, in Rovno. In replying io the 
address of welcome made to him, he referred to the 
fact that a number of Czechs had gone over to the 
Orthedox Greek chureh, and intimated that the 
others would serve their own interests best by doing 
likewise, and would probably incur serious trouble if 
they did not. “God grant,” said he, unctuously, 
“that other Czech colonists may be led to follow the 
good example.” This had the desired effect. Almost 
immediately after the general’s departure the seventy- 
four remaining Roman Catholies of the place an- 
nounced that thenceforth they would be communi- 
cants of the Greek Orthodox church, by way, as a 
local paper remarked, of testifying their gratitude 
for his excellency’s condescension in coming oui of 
his way on an apostolic mission. But, as a matter of 
fact, these unfortunates were simply persecuted into 
submission. There hav been hundreds, aye, thou. 
sands of cases in which Roman Catholics, Lutherans, 
and Jews hav been seized bodily and dragged by 
main foree to the beptismal font of the Greek church, 
or hav been driven there by virtue of bayonet prods 
administered by Russian soldiers. 


pou 
What Catholics Teach in Parochial Schools. 
From the“ Catechism of Perseverance.” 

Question. Who was Luther? _ 

Answer. Luther was a German religious, of the 
Augustinian order, who violated his three vows of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience. He apostatized, 
married a nun, and commenced declaring against the 
Catholic church. 

Q. What did he write previous to his condemna- 
tion ? 

A. Previous to his condemnation he had written 
to the sovereign pontiff that he would receive his 
decision as an oracle from the mouth of Jesus Christ, 
but scarcely had Leo X. condemned his errors when 
he gave vent to the most vile abuse against him, 
against the bishops and theologians, impudently pre- 
tending that he alone was more enlightened than the 
whole Christian world. He persevered in preaching 
error, and after having led ^ scandalous life, died on 
leaving the table after having gorged himself with 
wines and meats. 

Q. Who was Calvin? 

A, Oalvin was an ecclesiastic of Noyon, but was 
never a priest. He went to Bourges, where he 
adopted the errors of Luther, to which he added his 
own. He settled in Geneva, where he burnt to death 
Michael Servetus, who had the courage to differ from 
him, and finally died himself of a shameful disease. 

Q How do you show that Protestantism, or the 
religion preached by Luther, Zwingler, Calvin, and 
Henry VIII., is not the pure religion ? 

A. In order to show thst Protestantism is a false 
religion, or rather no religion at all, it will be suffi- 
cient simply to bear in mind that it was established 
by four great libertins ; that it owes its origin to the 
love of honors, covetousness of the goods of others, 
and the love of .sexual plessures—three things for- 
bidden by the gospel ; that it permits you to believe 
whatever you please, and to do whatever you believe ; 
that it has deluged Germany, France, Switzerland, 


A short time ago Count Ignatieff, |. 


and England with biood, and leads to impiety, and 
finally to indifference—the source of all revolutions 
pest and future. We must, therefore, be on cur 
guard against those who preach it, and cherish s 
horror for the books which disseminate it. Again, 
in the “Familiar Explanstion of the Christian Doc- 
trin, Adapted for the Family and More Advanced 
Students in Catholic Schools and Colleges,” which 
has the approbation of Archbishop Bailey of Balti- 
more, Lesson XII., “ No salvation outside the Roman 
Oatholie church.” 

Q. Since the Roman Catholio church alone is the 
true church of Jesus, can anyone who dies outside 
the church be saved ? 

A. He cannot. 

Q. Did Jesus Christ himself assure us most sol- 
emnly, and in plain words, that no one can be saved 
out of the Roman Catholic church ? 

A. He did, when he said to his apostles, * Go and 
teach all nations.” 

Q. What do the fathers of the church say about 
the salvation of those who die out of the Roman 
Catholic church ? 

-A. They all, without exception, pronounce them 
infallibly lost. 

Q. Are there any other reasons to show that here- 
ties or Protestants who die out of the Roman Catho- 
lic church sre not saved ? 

A. There are several. They cannot be saved be- 
cause: 1. They hav no divine faith. 2. They make 
a liar of Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, and the 
apostles. 3. They hav no faith in Christ. 4. They 
fell away from the true church. 5. They are too 
proud to submit to the pope, the vicar of Ohrist. 
6. They do not perform any gocd works whereby 
they can obtain heaven. 7. They do not receive the 
hody and blood of Christ. 8. They die in their sins. 
9. They ridicule sud blaspheme the mother of God 
and his sainta. 10. They slander the spouse of Jesus 
Christ—the Catholic church. 


Q. Now do you think God, the father, will admit 
into heaven those who thus make liars of hia son, 
Jesus Christ, of the Holy Ghost, and of the 
apostles ? . 

A. No. He will let them hav their portion with 
Lucifer in hell, who first rebelled against Ohrist, and 
who is the father of liars. 

Q. Hav Protestants any faith in Christ? 

A, They never had. 

Q. Why not? 

A. Because therenever lived such a Christ as they 
imagin and believe in. 

Q. In what kind of a Christ do they believe? 

A. In such a one of whom they can make a liar, 


ete. 

Q. Will such a faith in such a Christ save Prot- 
estants ? l 

A. No sensible man will assert such an absurdity. 

Q. What will Christ say to them on the day of 
judgment? 

A. Y know you not—because you never knew me. 


Q. Are Protestants willing to confess their sins to 
a Catholic bishop or priest, who alone has power 
from Christ to forgiv sins? Whose sins you shail 
forgiv, they are forgiven them. 

A. No, for they generally hav an utter aversion to 
confession, and, therefore, their sins will not be for- 
given throughout all eternity. 

Q. What follows from this ? 


A, That they die in their sins and are damned. 
OO 


Obituaries. 


At her home in Salem township, Knox county, Ill, died 
on the morning of Sept. 27, 1890, Mrs. Charlotte Potter, 
aged 66 years and 3 months. She was the widow of Norman 
Z. Potter, who died in January, 1871. Both believed in a 
continued existence, or spiritual life, and were beloved and 
highly respected for their integrity, charity, benevolence, 
and good acts by all who intimately knew them. 

Mrs. Potter had no creed. Her religion was to do good. 
Hers was a life of good deeds rather than of profession. She 
performed instead of professing. She did not withhold 
relief from the needy, nor turn them empty-handed from her 
door. She believed in the law of compensation, and was 
willing to rely upon her own acts as the basis of her future 
reward. She believed that restitution was the only true 
atonement. She believed in right doing, and she was right- 
eous in the true meaning. : . 

The funera! services were held at the family residence, on 
Mondav, September 29th. The discourse was delivered by 
E. R. Brown, of Elmwood. The remains were followed by 
a large concourse of neighbors and friends to the last resting- 
place in the Uniontown cemetery. 


At his home in Wayland, Mich., Dr. John Graves died 


| September ist, of tvpho-malarial fever, after a severe iliness 


of about five weeks. The funeral was attended largely by 
many old residents and business men, the post-office and 
many of the stores being closed during the obsequies. M. B. 
Rawson pronounced a eulogy. In his family, he said, Dr. 
Graves was kind and considerate, believing that the family 
relations were the most sacred of all relationships, and his 
home was to him the dearest spot on earth. Religiously, 
Dr. Graves was Liberal, believing in the religion of humanity 
and justice. He believed that duty consisted of doing good 
to mankind, and so far aa opportunity permitted he strove 
always to be found walking in that path of duty. He was 
neither bigoted nor &rbitrary in these connections, but 
readily conceded to others the right claimed for himself, 
that of. private judgment. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
From the Freethinkers! Magazine. 

“The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” The Truth 
Seeker Company has just brought out this extraordinary 
publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it 
has ever before appeared in this country, and it is very 
doubtful if another one like it will ever again be published. 
The book has some 400 pages, 12x9 inches in size, an illumi- 
nated cover, and contains 185 fine full-page pictorial illustra- 
tions. 

On the opposit page of each of these large illustrations is 
a full-page printed explanation of what they represent. 
From a Christian standpoint this may be considered the 
most blasphemous book ever issued in America, and if the 
crime of blasphemy had not been abolished by the constitu- 
tion of the state of New York, we should expect to see 
Anthony Comstock following up the Truth Seeker Company 
with all his Christian zeal. But, after all, we think Comstock 
will enjoy the pictures, although they may not be exactly 
the kind he is most partial to, and we advise the Truth 
Seeker Company to mail him a copy. The pictures, we 
must admit, although well executed by the noted artist 
Watson Heston, are not all beautiful to look upon. Some 
are 80 hideous that they will shock sensitiv feelings, but then 
they well represent the coarse and disgusting doctrins and 
practices of the past and present Christian church and giv 
usa pictorial history, plain to be comprehended and under- 
stood, of that great abomination that was born in the Dark 
Ages of the world, when superstition and not science ruled 
mankind. And whether we are favorable or unfavorable to 
this kind of warfare against the church, we must admit that 
artist Heston as a portrait painter and designer is a wonderful 
success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly 
every Liberal in America will desire a copy of this most 

` wonderful volume. 

We must giv the Truth Seeker Company the credit of 
putting the book in the reach of all, as the price is only $2. 


At twice that sum it would hav been a cheap book. 
—————— 


The World's Fair on Sunday. 

It is time for the Freethinkers of the country to 
wake up and do something in regard to the opening 
on Sundays of the World’s Fair to be held in Chi- 
cago in 1893. When the interstate commission 
adjourned in September decision on the subject was 
postponed. Secretary Dickinson, of the local com- 
mission, has since appealed to the press to assist 
him in obtaining a consensus of public opinion upon 
the matter. His office, says the organ of the Sab- 
batarians, is daily in receipt of written protests, 
appeals, and suggestions from individuals and socie- 
ties representing every shade, Sabbatarianiem and 
anti-Sabbatarianism. These documenta the secretary 
files away, considering that, as this is to be a peo- 
ple’s fair, the psople should hav a voice in so impor- 
tant a matter as the Sunday question. 

The American Sabbath Union is doing little be- 
sides soliciting names to petitions to close the Fair, 
and obtaining memorials and resolutions from relig- 
ious bodies—presbyleries, conferences, churches, 
ete. If is probable, too, that oral arguments may 
be made before the commission when the matter is 
finally decided. The petitions being circulated by 
the Sabbath Union ask for Sunday closing “in the 
interest of . . , religion, and in compliance with 


the convietions of many millions of citizens who 
keep the Lord's day, snd in accordance with God's 
fourth commandment of the decalog.” 

Considering these things, we hav drawn up a 
petition to offset the one of the Sabbath Union. It 
will be found on the last page of this paper, in such 
shape that it can be cut out, pasted upon foolscap 
paper, and circulated ; and when all possible signa- 
tures in each community hav been obtained it 
should be returned to this office, and we will see 
that they are properly placed before the commis- 
sion. Furthermore, not only should these (or sim- 
ilar) petitions be circulated and signed, but efforts 
should be made to hav all Secular Unions, Liberal 
clubs, Spiritualist societies, labor unions—all organ- 
izations which will do so—adopt resolutions and me- 
morials asking for the Sunday opening of the Fair. 
These can be sent here and will be forwarded' with 
the petitions to Chicago at the proper time. We 
also ask every paper, Freethought or secular, to 
print this petition in such shape that it can be 
detached and used, and also this appeal for signa- 
tures or one of their own. Every Freethought 
journal will no doubt be willing to care for the 
petitions; but those that do not wish to do so can 
advise their readers to send them to Tue TRUTH 
Sxzxer. It is our earnest desire to show the 
World’s Fair commission that the people want the 
Fair to be open on Sunday. We ask the aid of 
every reader of Tux Truru SEEKER and of every 
paper possessing sufficient backbone to deal with 
the subject. 

The “Sunday Question” has become all over the 
country one of great importance and interest to the 
people. The Sabbatarians are making frantic efforts 
to bring back the national calamity of a Puritan 
Sabbath—a holy day, for the benefit of the church 
and the church creeds. One who follows their 
movements cannot but be impressed with their de- 
termingtion to tyrannize over the great mass of the 
people, who are too apathetic and indifferent to op- 
pose them. The clergy fully realize that they must, 
to save themselvs, save their holy day. The opening 
or closing of the World’s Fair on Sundays will bes 
decisiv defeat or victory for them, and they are using 
their power and organizations energetically to make 
ita victory. But there is no doubt that the people 
are against them, if only the people will take the 
trouble to be heard. A Chicago paper, the ‘Hvening 
Post, is asking for votes on the subject, and two 
weeks’ balloting shows nearly two to one in favor of 
Sunday opening. But the bigots oppose it as though 
concurrently with the opening a law is to be passed 
compelling them to attend! They do not and will 
not admit that others than themselvs hav any rights. 

The Nationa! Commission will not settle this ques- 
tion for several months, possibly not until the Fair 
is about to be opened. We shall, therefore, hav 
plenty of time in which to roll up a big petition, and 
we earnestly ask every Freethinker in the country to 
circulate these petitions, and to keep them circulat- 
ing. 

Sunday Opening of Museums and Libraries. 

The Boston Herald givs the result of Sunday 
opening of the Museum of Fine Arts in that city as 
most encouraging. The average attendance on the 
first day of the week has been about twelve hundred, 
and Sunday before last it reached to nearly three 
thousand. The Sunday spectators, it says, come 
from working people, without even a minority repre- 
sentation from the kid-glove element. There are 
men, women, and children, but the proportion of 
men is much greater than on any other, day of the 
week. They are workingmen, as they show plainly 
enough, but they come with an evident desire to 
learn something as well as to be entertained, as they 
buy catalogs and study them assiduously. Sunday, 
too, is particularly the day foreigners—Italians, Ohina- 
men, and J&p&nesc— are the most appreciativ, if num- 
bers be taken as a criterion. Occasionally there are 
what are called Italian days, when Italy's exiled sons 
and daughters come in multitudes, many of the 


Women wearing their picturesque nativ costumes. 
They are chiefly interested in the sculpture halls, and 
asa rule show a better knowledge of the copies of 
the old-world masterpieces than does the nativ Bos- 
tonian. They are used to nude statues, and never 
make a ridiculous fuss over them, as Americans some- 
times do. The Japanese spectators are also intelli- 
gently appreciativ, but chiefly in the direction of 
their own national art. The collection of lacquers 
they find in the museum is superior to any other in 
the world, and even in Japan there is nothing like it 
now, 80 they say. 

Sunday is a day given to the public by the trustees 
of the museum, and that it is so thoroughly appreci- 
ated must be gratifying to them. Their example 
ought to make the trustees of the Museum of Art in 
this city ashamed, but it probably will not, for our 
trustees are influenced by a few fanatical bigots and 
care mcre for religion than for the people. 

Another example set “ our own dear trustees,” as 
Life affectionately terms them, is by the trustees of 
the Duluth Public Library. The Zridune of that 
city prints this item of news: “The public library 
board met last evening in the library rooms and did 
some routine work, such as auditing bills. The sub- 
ject of keeping the reading-room open on Sunday 
came up for discussion, and great surprise was ex- 
pressed by all. present that the public should hav got 
the impression that the doors would be elosed on 
Sunday. No such thought has ever been entertained, 
and a notice wil] be prepared in a short time for pub- 
lication in the newspapers, contradicting such rumors. 
There were present at the meeting last evening seven 
out of nine members of the board, and they were all 
unanimous in favor of keeping open on Sunday.” 

New York is a great city, but some of its “ prom- 
inent citizens” are a good deal smaller than their 
contemporaries in other placas. 

ny 


Horace Seaver Fitly Honored. 


The committee having charge of the work of 
erecting à monument to Horace Seaver bav com- 
pleted their task avd made a report thereof in the 
last issue of the Znvestigator. On Tuesday, the 
80th ult., those of Mr. Seaver’s friends who could be 
present unveiled in Forest Hill Cemetery a granit 
monument “in testimony of their esteem, and in 
commemoration of his services in the cause of uni- 
versal mental liberty and free speech.” 

The monument is fifteen feet high and at the 
base four feet square. It is composed of base, 
plinth, sub-plinth, die, and shaft. The sub-plinth 
and die are elaborately molded, and the die is pol- 
ished, and has inscriptions suitable to the character 
and Jabors of Mr. Seaver on its four sides. The 
inscription on the face reads: 

** Horace Seaver, born Aug. 25, 1810; died Aug. 21, 1889. 
Editor of the Boston Investigator tor 50 years, 1889-1889.” 

On the right side are the following quotations 
from the eulogy delivered by Colonel Robert G. 
Ingersoll at the funeral of the deceased : 

* Horace Seaver lived for others." “HRe always sought 
for light.” ‘He was a friend of all the world and sought to 
civilize the human race.” ‘‘ There was no taint or touch of 
malice in his blood." ‘‘ He had the brain of a philosopher 
and the heart of a child.” ''He did not ask God to forgiv ` 
his enemies, he forgave them himself.” “Sacred are the lips 
from which hav issued only truth.” i 

On the left side the following quotations from the 
works of the deceased appear : 

** One world at a time.” ‘The right to think freely upon 
all subjects belongs to us naturally, and no government can 
deprive us of it.” i 

On the reverse side of the monument appears the 
following: 

“This monument is erected to the memory of Horace 
Seaver by his friends, in recognition of his great services in 
the cause of Universal Mental Liberty.” 

The cost of the monument, including the lot and 
incidentals, was $1,267.20, and was raised by sub. 
scription among the Freethinking friends of Mr. 
Seaver throughout the United States. I+ was de- 
signed and executed by Mr. John Harrington, of 
Boston, Mass., and was erected under the direction 
of a committee composed of Mr. J. P. Mendum, Mr. 
L. K. Washburn, Mr. Ernest Mendum, Mr. John A. 
O'Malley, Mr. W. D. Rockwood, and Mr. Geo. N. 
Hill. 

Thus has been done what can be done by outward 
show to keep alive the memory of the man who for 
fifty years as editor of a Freethought paper labored 
unceasingly for the world—to improve it and make 
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it freer. His better monument is the fact that his 
efforts were not wholly unsuccessful. This country 
is more civilized than it used to be, thotgh in 
Some spots persecuting superstition is yet pow- 
erful. But fanaticism has receded a great deal 
before the army of progress, and in that army 
Mr. Seaver was a brave and able leader. Let 
the granit of his monument be imperishable and 


it will still fail to express to the unheeding world, 


all it owes to him. 
—— n 


The Responsibilities of the Excommunicators. 

The supreme Court of Massachusetts has made it 
dangerous for the Romish priests to further excom. 
munieate, boysott, and bulldoze their parishioners, as 
they are in the habit of doing when the parishioners 
do not obey them or pay them sufficiently. Hereafter 
priests will hav to assume pecuniary if not penal re- 
sponsibility when denouncing church-members from 

` the pulpit. 

The complainant against the priest was a physician 
and had been a parishioner of the defendant. His 
wife had obtained a divorce from him and he had mar- 
ried again. As soon as the priest learned of this 
he took occasion to speak of it ina sermon to his 
congregation. He announced that the marriage of a 
divorced communicant was forbidden by the church 
and worked excommunication. He then notified his 
congregation that he would not administer to any 
one in sickness who was attended by an excommuni- 
cated physician—that “a priest in his sacred funo- 
tion cannot remain at the same time as an excommu- 
niesnt under the same roof.” 

The complainant was not named in these remarks, 
but there was no room for doubt that he was the per- 
Bon meant. Their effect was to deter not only many 
Oatholies but also some others from employing him 
as a physician. He thereupon brought an action 
against the priest for defamation and professional 
injury. The jury found that the course of the priest 
had been malicious and for the purpose of injuring 
the complainant as a physician. A verdict for dam- 
ages was rendered, and au appeal taken to the 
supreme court on exceptions to the right of maintain- 
ing an action under the circumstances of this case. 

The court overrules the exceptions and sustains 
the verdict. The judge said: 

* These words did not merely instruct the congregation 

' that the effect of a second marriage under the circumstances 
which existed was to excommunicate the plaintiff from the 
Catholic church, but they proceeded to impute against the 
plaintiff that such marriage or such excommunication should 
debar him from being employed as a physician in the parish 
and that patients who employed the plaintiff as a physician 
could not in their sickness hav the ministrations of the de- 

' fendant as their. priest. 

“ But the jury might well find that the plaintiff was a suita- 
ble person to be employed there as a physician, notwithstand- 
ing his marriage and its ecclesiastical consequences.” 

Hereafter priests in Massachusetts will carry their 
heads a little lower in the air; and it is pleasant to 
think that there is one spot of the earth that the 
Romish church does not own. 

r 
Polygamy Honestly Abandoned. 

It seems to be a cause of grief to some of the 
religious people that the Mormons bav finally re- 
nounced polygamy. These good folks, who love 
their enemies, accuse the Saints of not being honest 
in their statements, and of still being inimical to the 
public welfare. But it is evident that the reason for 
saying this is because the abandonment. of polygamy 
leaves the Ohristians no legal excuse for further per- 
secuting the Mormons, which is extremely unpleasant 
for the good Christians. The Rev. Robert MeNeice, 
Presbyterian, of Salt Lake City, reveals this in his 
communication to the Independent, when he gays: 
“There is a far greater course to this territory than 
polygamy, which they do not pretend to hav aban- 
doned, namely, the right of priesthood government 
on American soil. Polygamy is simply an offshoot of 
their priesthood dictation in civil effairs. They hav 
pruned off this little sprout, but hav left the upas 
tree unmolested.” That shows clearly enough that 
now that polygamy is out of the way the Rev. Mr. 
MeNeice desires to pursue the Mormons for other 
purposes. Perhaps he wants to force them all to 

Support him! fe s 

But that polygamy is a thing of the past with the 
Mormons is believed by men well qualified to judge. 
Judge Zane has recognized the action of the church 
as sincere and final, and has rescinded the rule ex- 


cluding Mormon aliens from naturalization. 
Hon. A. L. Thomas, governor of the territory, says: 
“Tf the action taken by the Mormons was not taken 
in good faith, still the result, so far as polygamy is 
concerned, is the same. Jt has been buried, never 
to be resurrected.” This may be unwelcome news to 
the militant Christians, but it seems to be true news. 

The manner of renouncing the doctrin of celestial 
marriage is thus related by the president of the 
Mormon church. It shows how deeply sunk in su- 
perstition and foolish faith the Mormons are: 

* At the great conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, on Monday, attended by apostles, 
bishops, elders, and about one thousand members, the dec- 
laration forbidding future marriages in violation of law was 
read, and the following resolution adopted by unanimous 
vote, viz.: ‘I move that, recognizing Wilford Woodruff as 
the president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, and the only man on the earth, at the present time, 
who holds the keys of the sealing ordinances, we consider 
him fully authorized, by virtue of his position, to issue the 
manifesto which has been read in our hearing, and which is 
dated Sept. 24, 1890, and that asa church in general con- 
ference assembled, we accept his declaration concerning 
plural marriages as authoritativ and binding.” 


Commenting upon the action of his church Mr. 


Woodruff says: “This action of the conference isf- 


conclusiv. The church has no disposition to violate 
the laws or defy the government. The revelation of 
God requires us to obey the constitutional laws of 
the land. The Supreme Court of the United States 
is the legal interpreter of the laws and the final ar- 
bitrator as to their validity. The territorial conven- 
tion has also pronounced in favor of full allegiance 
to the government and willing submission to its au- 
thority.” The Mormons are blinded by faith and 
believe Mr. Woodruff to speak “by the card," and 
so will doubtless obey the new revelation. But they 
are in this no worse nor better than the members of 
other churches, and time and education will remedy 
the evil for them as for the Roman Catholics, Method- 


ists, and other sects. 
—— -o 


A Dangerous Judge. 


In Liberty we find the record of an incident not 
previously noted. Recently ten persons were 8r- 
rested and brought before a Baltimore justice on 
the charge of creating a disturbance at a mesting of 
revolutionists. The individual who addressed the 
meeting denied the existence of God and urged 
revolution and the abolition of private property. 
His opponents, very orthodox people, became excited 
snd threatened to assault the speaker and his sym- 
pathizere. The justice, Mr. Columbus Hobbs, ad. 
dressing the prisoners, said: “It is 8 pity that the 
police did not bring every person in that hall to this 
station. Without question that meeting was an un- 
lawful assembly. You assembled there on the Sab- 
bath to discuss the questions, ‘Is there a God? 
and the like, and Socialism, Anarchism, and so on. 
I regard any assembly to dispute the existence of 
God as unlawful, and particularly by a lot of unnat- 
uralized foreigners who hav no sympathy with our 
government. Those who believe in God had no 
right to go there. Noone had aright to go there to 
discuss Socialism and Anarchism. It is unlawful to 
do so, and I shall do all in my power to punish such 
offenders brought before me. I do not propose to 
hav a repetition of the Haymarket riot of Chicago, 
and the police department, too, will prevent such a 
riot. But you had no right to go to this meeting. 
By doing so you placed yourselvs upon a level with 
the Anarchists, if you say you are not suck, and, as 
you certainly sided in creating the disorder, I fine 
each $1 and costs.” - 

The comment of Liberty upon this is that ‘the 
list of immortal asses on the bench is getting long." 
But the curse of the matter is far deeper than the 
idiocy of a judge. It is the union of church and 
state, the subserviency of the Jatter to the former, 
that makes such incidents painful to true Americans 
and causes the hot blood of anger to start. Such 
officials as this in Baltimore, who make their office 
the tool of their religion, are the ones who will, if 
their numbers increase, destroy this republic by 
making it a practical theocracy. They are precisely 
the sort of men who did the cruel and infamous 
work of the Inquisition; they would do it again 
were the Roman church or the Covenanter Reformers 
to obtain power. They hav no conception of lib 
erty ; they are not Americans except by accident of 
birth; they are men dangerous to entrust with 
power. 


The |. 


Ohristianity is responsible for a vast amount of 
foolishness and superstition; for & vast amount of 
tyranny; and this Baltimore idiot is a product in 
which all these qualities are harmoniously blended. 
He may safely be taken as a type of a true Christian 
—ignorant, af least of law and the principles of our 
government ; foolish in his judgment; superstitious 
in his mental attributes; and tyrannical to the ex- 
tent of his power. He is more dargerous to the 
real welfare of the community of Baltimore than all 
the Anarchists and Socialists in the city ! 

e — ————— 
Why? 

Our Seventh Day Advent contemporary, the 
American Sentinel, says: 

** Both Christ and the apostles taught submission to right- 
ful authority.” 

Why don’t the Adventists, then, submit to the 
Sunday laws of the various states instead of resort- 
ing to the courts to oppose them? Is not a state 
legislature a “rightful autbority ?” 

———— 9 
Editorial Notes. 

Mr. Hagman was called into court October 16th to plead 
to the indictment for mailing the O'Neil letter. The case 
was continued to the November term of court. The first 
issue of Lucifer published in Topeka was refused newapaper 
rates by the postmaster, who has sent to Washington for 
orders from Wanamaker as to its registration. It looks as 


though there is a systematic official conspirasy to break up 
Mr. Harman’s business and again put him in jail. 


Or Mrs. Colman’s ‘‘ Reminiscences” (price $1) the Hven- 
ing Post says: '* Mrs. Colman, after her second widowhood, 
became a lecturer in the antislavery and other reformatory 
causes, and her excellent narrativ vividly depicts the discom- 
forts, exposures, and mob perils of such devotion. It is a fit 
pendant to Parker Pillsbury’s ‘ Acts of the Antislavery Apos- 
tles When slavery was practically done for by the war, 
Mrs. Colman naturally became a teacher of the freedmen at 
the capital. She had been a confidant of John Brown, and 
she givs us an account of interviews with Lincoln, as well 
as of her visit to Richmond after the surrender; in fact, in 
many ways her ‘ Reminiscences’ possess a genuin historical 
value. They are defectiv chiefly as to dates, but there is a 
steady sequence in them. The phases of American civiliza- 
tion (not yet outgrown) which they uncover cannot be 
retraced witbout a feeling of shame, nor also without moral 
profit and a sense of high respect for the author's strength 
of mind and disinterested service to the outcast.” t 


Tux Rev. Charles O. Brown, of a Congregational church 
in Dubuque, Ia., forwards to the Independent the following 
items regarding the confiscation of public schools by Roman 
Catholic priests: ‘ At Key West, three miles southwest of 
Dubuque, the public school is in the same yard with the 
Catholic church, and is taught by nuns, who teach the 
Roman catechism as & regular study. At the time of the 
writer’s visit school was dismissed that the children might 
‘go riding with the sisters’ to a neighboring convent. At 
New Mallory and Prairie Creek, the Roman Catholic cate. 
chism is regularly taught, the writer himself having been 
present at one of the recitations on the observance of mass. 
At Bernard a similar state of things exists. At Wilton, near 
Asbury, three miles northwest, several years ago a priest 
ordered and secured the removal of the public school from 
its own to a building of his selection, where he regularly 
heard recitations in the Catholic catechism, and where he 
was accustomed to order the whipping of different pupils. 
At Holy Cross the public school building was sold years ago, 
and the public school is now in a building on church prop- 
erty, taught by nuns. All of the above places are in Da- 
buque county. The following places are in Jacksou county. 
At Spring Brook a state of things very similar to that in 
Holy Cross exists. At Spruce Creek, Oiter Oreek, Butler, 
and many other places, the catechism is taught. At La 
Motte the school is in a building next to the Catholic church, 
which the former bishop, Smythe, persuaded the directors 
to erect on church land. This was done, and the house was 
paid for with public money. The present bishop, upon com- 
ing into the diocese, laid claim to the property, and kas since 
controled it. At one time a law-suit was imminent, but the 
Catholic who dared to oppose his bishop died, and so the 
matter was dropped. It is needless to add that the Roman 
catechism is taught there. At the time of he writer’s visit 
to that neighborhood, school was dismissed that teacher and 
pupils might attend a ‘mission’ which priests from Chicago 
were conducting. But it is reserved for Tete.de-Morte, a 
little village about eight miles north of Bellevue, to cap this 
sheaf, for there the public school of District No. 2is ina 
four-storied nunnery, which is flanked by a Catholic church 
and cemetery with a life-size image of the cross, in the same 
yard! Of course, the school is taught by nuns, and, equally 
of course, the Roman catechism is taught. These are only 
instances. Many more might be given. In many of these 
schools not only is the catechism taught, but Roman Catho- 
lic text-books, filled with exaggerations and perversions of 
American history, are in use. Facts which hav more re- 
cently come to the writer persuade him that Clayton and 
Delaware counties are also suffering from similar abuses, 

| but to what extent he is not at present ready „to say." 
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Zellers from Sriends. 


New York, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1890. 
Mx. EprroR: The inclosed isa good thing, and I think it 
is not much known: 


Among the questions debated by the wise men in Israel 
was one which is freely discussed at the present day, viz.: Is 
life worth living? For full two years and a half the schools 
of Shammai and Hillel contended on the point whether it 
was better for man to hav been created. When at last à 
vote was taken, a majority declared it would hav been better 
for man not to hav been created. But an addition was made 
to the resolution, that since man was in being he should be 
very careful in his actions.—TZalmud (Schaf and Herzog's 
Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge). H. F. P. 


Boston, Mass., Aug. 27, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: The “ Pictorial Text.Book" givs me great 
satisfaction and pleasure. I must congratulate Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER On its issue. It is the most powerful club against 
superstition that has ever been invented. Mr. Heston is to 
be highly complimented on his genius and skill. The book 
of pictures ought to be inevery household. It is admirable. 
I would not part with it for $50, if no more could be had. 
Iam glad the biblical pictures are coming out. I shall want 
several copies. 
At present please find inclosed $5, for which send me two 
copies of the “ Pictorial Text-Book” and one'copy of the 
biblical pictures when ready. Rurus K. Noxzs, M.D. 


Finpray, O., Oct. 10, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTOR: I submit the following question for enlight- 
enment, and not for debate or other disquisition, and hope 
some one will be kind enough to set me right on this point. 
Do real, substantial atoms pass off in streams from a steel 
magnet, which of course are beyond the cognition of any one 
of our senses, and yet are capable of penetrating and pass- 
ing through plates of glass inclosing between them sheets of 
imporous water, and, at the same time, with such invisible and 
powerful threads as to seize bars of iron thus insulated from 
the magnet and physically move them, thus producing a 
corporeal result by an intangible substance? And does then, 
if such real, material atoms do emanate from such a magnet 
and produce a physical result—I ask, does then magnetism, 
or this intangible power, become an entity, a substantial 
“ something,” although beyond the power of our five senses 
to perceive? Hoping you will understand the query. I re- 
spectfully submit it to your care and inspection, hoping to 

be rightly informed on this point. S. H. ZIMMERMAN. 


Knox, Nes., Oct. 1, 1890. 

Mz. Eniror: I was born in Racine county, Wis., in 1860 
My father was Irish. Mv mother was born in New York 
city ; she was of Scotch-Irish descent. Father attended the 
Catholic church, and brought me up & Catholic. When I 
wasa boy of twelve the priest came to our house, and father 
showed him some books I had. He told father to destroy 
them all except a novel—he said there was no harm in read- 
ing that. We were very poor. And father signed a note 
for ten dollars payable to the church. When it fell due they 
sued him for the amount. This distressed us very much. 
Father became sick and poor so hecould not g^ to church, 
and though he was a good Catholic they treated him asa 
criminal, a heretic. When he died they would not come to 
his funeral. I got a preacher to preach the sermon.- While 
we went to the funeral some of them came to our house and 
called the two children we left there hogs and other names. 
I did not go tochurch, but I did nothing against it. They 
said I was a thief and liar, and did all they could to destroy 
my reputation. This is the reason Iam an Infidel. 

I will add the following scheme of an upright voting 
system. The voters of each township shall meet and choose 
by ballot one of their number to go to county convention. 
When the township delegates meet they shall choose one 
of their number by ballot to go to the state convention. 
Then each delegate shall write his name on a blank ticket 
and vote it. After all hav voted the chairman of the con- 
vention shall mix the names and draw the county officers 
from the whole number. One delegate shall go from each 
county to the state convention. The state convention shall 
elect by ballot one of their number to go to the national con- 
vention. Each state shall send one delegate. Each delegate 
shall write his or her name on a ticket and vote. When all 
hav voted, the chairman shall mix the names and draw a 
name. The delegate whose name is drawn shall be presi- 
dent of the United States. This is an answer to the query 
how force and fraud can be driven out of politics. 

J. F. Morrissey. 


Oct. 7, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: I am not a subscriber to your paper, but I 

. occasionally see & copy and sometimes write you & few 
words. I happened to see to-day the overwhelming re- 

. sponses to my letter of some months ago. Everyone who 
read them must be convinced that Anarchy is very wicked, 
and that J. P. Guild is the prince of reasoners. Some of 
his answers would actually make a horse laugh. 

I presume Mr Guild is a very nice kind of a man, but he 
evidently made up his mind that certain things were so, and 
other things were not 80, several years ago, and it would not 
be possible for him to think in another channel for a mo- 
ment. 

I am a theoretical Anarchist. I believe in freedom—in 
unrestrained freedom. The only way for the great millen- 
nium to be reached is for each man to do no harm or violence 
to any other man—in short, to keep the Golden Rule. 

I do not believe in the monopoly of vacant land; therefore 
I monopolize no vacant land; I do not believe that interest, 

` rent, profits, or taxes should be collected; therefore I refuse 


to take advantage of laws which would giv me these gains. | organization until it will take a definit position or adoption. 
Ido not believe in a government by force; consequently I Wishing your valuable paper success and its readers happi. 


do nothing that anyone would arrest me for. I refuse all 
offices or political positions, and refuse even to countenance 
the government by voting. f 

I do not pretend that I am a Jesus Christ or a Thomas 
Paine, but if all men and women were like me we should 
need no laws. As fast as men become sufficiently civilized, 
they leave the throng of greedy, selfish seekers after place 
and gain, and liv as do tke peaceable Anarchists, independ- 
ent of laws or of the government. > 

If a man assaults me, I would not hav him arrested ; if he 
robs my purse, or does me any other injury, I feel no differ- 
ently toward him than I do toward the tarif collector or 
the tax collector, who, like the highwayman, says; ‘‘ Stand 
and deliver.” I would pay as liberal a tax as any other man, 
in proportion to my means, even if I were not compelled to 
do so. I hate compulsion. As long as we are compelled to 
do anything we are slaves. A. G. CHAPIN. 


BrooxLyN, N. Y., Oct. 10, 1890. 
“Mr. EprroR: Your paper, Taz Trura SEEKER, has the 
name of being the most Liberal publication printed. If so, 
you may not take a few words amiss from an occasional 
reader. 

To commence, I feel shocked at the indifference of most 
of your Contributors to their condition in the eternal future, 
and their expressed contempt for the holy Bible. To me the 
matter is terrible. Proud in their own estimation, they 
scornfully reject the holy Jesus and even exult in their bold- 
ness. They fiatter themselvs they can save themselvs by 
logic. Well, Mr. Editor, logic is a great thing, but is there 
not such a thing as the logic of facts? Is it not apparent 
that man by nature is a sinner? Is itnot apparent that with- 
out a mediator he deserves hell? I am not afraid to assert 
that the devil is the prince of logicians, and is ever-persuasiv 
save with the redeemed. Alss, how many so-called reform- 
ers, such 88 Bruno, Hess, and the immortal John Rogers, in 
their burnings on earth found to their sorrow it was only 
the commencement of their eternal burnings in hell. There 
are thousands vainly trying in their ignorance to create sym- 
pathy for these daring reformers, but alas, it comes too late, 
for: 

- There áre no acts of pardon passed 
In the cold grave to which we haste, 
But groans and shrieks and fell despair 
Dwell in eternal echo there. 

O Mr. Editor, do awaken to your responsibility as a 
teacher. Alas, how many thousands are now roasting in 
hell through the false teachings of Tom Paine, all perhaps 
looking up for relief, yea, for & single blat, from the holy 
lamb they had rejected. 

If I was given to humor I could almost smile at John 
Peck's description of his India-rubber God and Heston's 
Bible pictures, but I must really sigh at Aunt Elmina in her 
vain preachment on moral purity while rejecting, a8 it were, 
gospel aid. Alas, how often is religious faith derided! 
True, the world cannot exist without faith; faith is essential 
in every department of life. Hence it follows that faith 
with reason is far less meritorious and more carnal than faith 
without reason. The carnal reasoner can well absorb and 
comprehend the plain narrative of facts of the Holy Bible, 
but it requires the faith of a Christian, of a Talmage, to ab- 
sorb its startling miracles. 

Pause, heedless sinner, stop and think 
Before you further go; 


Why will you dance upon the brink 
Of everlasting woe? 


Erissa. 
Byron, MiNN., Oct. 5, 1890. 

Mr. EprTOR: The debate held at Kasson, Minn., for eight 
nights, between Mr. Jamieson and Rev. L. T. Nichols, has 
just closed, and Mr. Nichols and followers hav returned to 
their homes. Mr. Jamieson is now delivering a course of 
lectures at Mantorville. When through there he will go to 
Albert Lea, in response to a call from the Lord. The Rev. 
Mr. Nichols was a success in debate, with three exceptions, 
viz., proofs, reason, or arguments. Telling what he be. 
lieved, what he thought he knew, he was a success, and I 
want to giv him credit for his courage in meeting Mr. Jamie 
son in a public discussion, and defending the Bible the best 
I ever heard or read of being done. Mr. Jamieson drove 
him out of the King James version of the holy book the first 
night, and the reverend gentleman was obliged to buckle on 
the armor of the Lord in the shape of the Hebrew Bible, and 
own up that the King James version of the Bible taught 
polygamy, slavery, and intemperance, and therefore was not 
of divine origin. He was asked by Mr. Jamieson if the He- 
brew Bible was divine, but his reply has not as yet reached 
my ears. 

The ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book” was received, and I would 
not take $10 for it if I could not get another like it. 

I do not wish to say the least thing that would hurt the 
feelings of our Seventh Day Adventist friends, as I think 
they are doing what they can to keep church and state sep- 
arate, but I do not understand what they mean when they 
say that it is a sign of prophecy that it is God’s desire to hav 
a Sunday law passed, etc., and: they at the same time peti- 
tioning Congress not to pass a Sunday Rest bill—in fact, 
asking Congressmen to act contrary to the will of their God 
of prophecy. All of this seems to me to be the hight of ab- 

-surdity. Again, they say that they are following God's 
commandments, keeping the Sabbath of the Bible, in short, 
are God’s chosen people, etc., and yet their own God allows 
them to be persecuted, arrested, by other Christians for keep- 
ing the Sabbath that their God taught. O consistency, thou 
art surely a jewel. ` 

I hope that the Liberals will agitate the question of secret 


ness, Iam, Fraternally yours, WALTER A. JonNgON. 


. Erm Sprinas, Agr., Oct. 8, 1890. 

Mz. EpiTon: I claim to be a member of the TRUTH SEEKER 
family, and ask a small space in our paper in which, more 
particularly than any other subject, to call attention to the 
condition of Prof. J. H. Cook, who is seventy years old, and 
helpless, poor, and alone. He livs near Columbus, Kan. 
We hav become acquainted with him by corresponding 
through the mail. I hav just turned my eighteenth year, and 
cannot say as yet that I am competent to take care of myself 
right. But the time for all the young people that read TEE 
TRUTH SERKER to bless old Mr. Cook is while he is living. 
I hav a slow way of getting means to help even myself, but 
I shall divide with him all I can. If all of us young folks 
would send him fifty cents, just think how rich in comforts 
and supplies it would make him for the coming winter. I 
attended the Christian camp-meeting last week here in our 
neighborhood, and at the conclusion their preacher called on 
the people for donations for the support of old worn-out 
preachers. And very many of them walked up with their 
dollar, while others gave fifty and twenty-five cents. We 
surely can reach out a8 earnestly and tenderly and help Mr. 
Cook. : 

Remember there are not a great many worthy old workers 
in our ranks who need help, so let us all speak out at once 
aud send him our help in the way of a few cents each. All 
send your help direct to Prof. J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan., 
with a few kindly words to cheer him in his loneliness. 
And we shall all feel that we hav made the world richer. I 
am forced to the conclusion that we must help with our 
means and counsel or the cross will stay above the throne 
asitisnow. Practically apeaking, in this country Christians, 
as crude and cruel as their teachers are to them, will take 
their last dollar to help them. Let me refer you to the four 
Christians hanged in New York city in 1889, for murder, 
and Christians murdered them in return. Turn to it again 
aud see how forcible Mr. Heston made it by illustration. 
“They are coming, blessed savior, open wide the pearly 
gates.” Father Abraham and the angels are in the picture 
ready to welcome to a state of honor and felicity those who 
were not considered fit to liv with crude Christians in a cruel 
world like this, made 80 by such teachings. 

Now in conclusion I want to say to all the young folks to 
send for the ‘Pictorial Text-Book.” Then you can turn 
psge after page and see the practical application of the 
atonement taught by this historical scheme of redemption. 
My sister received a copy last week, and we think it is the 


eye-opener. Fanny Day. 
East Ranporrs, N. Y., Sept. 28, 1890. 
Me. Epıror: I never realized the bitter contempt 


Christians had toward each other until recently. It is rather 
amusing for au outsider to listen to remarks derogatory to 
Rev. C. W. Foulk and wife and to see this ''Christian" 
preacher and his wife retort through the local paper; the 

Courant. It seems the lamb and the lion are far from being 
8t peace with each other. 

Rev. Dr. Henry Ward Beecher has truly said, ** The forest 

if theology will hav to be cut down and destroyed so that we 
can plant Liberalism and the religion of humanity." Colonel 

Robert G. Ingersoll says, ‘‘ Humanity is the only religion.” 
And Thomas Paine says, '* The world is my country, and to 
do good my religion." 'The contrast between humanity 
and Christianity is widening as the years glide by. Human- 
ity is a sweet angel that will lift us into higher aims in life 
than Christianity ever dreamed of. What has Christianity 
done for humanity? It has robbed and killed countless thou- 
sands of the grandest men, women, and children. Chris- 
tianity has caused streams of blood to ooze from the sides of 
the best reformers of this world, and I am often amazed, 
whenI think of what Christianity has done to retard the 
progress of the race, that so many people, intelligent people 
too, Cling to the rotten hulk that is sinking—cling to creeds 
that even revision cannot save. John Peck, ‘‘ the Learned 
Blacksmith," of Naples, N. Y., very truly and forcibly 
writes, with a pen of steel, truths, as lasting as the stars, 
about God and Christianity. 

Christianity boasts that the Bible and the churches are the 
safeguards of the nation, and to obliterate them would in- 
crease crime. Crime always has increased and always will 
increase where the Bible and church are. Evidences of this 
fact are too numerous to mention. It is remarkable that 
Christianity is so well represented in all the jails and prisons 
of America, if her influence is ao ennobling. Go consult the 
inmates of various prisons, ask them if they belong to any 
church. They invariably will say, * Yes!" It might beun- 
fair to say the Catholic church furnished the most criminals. 
The Methodist church is well represented, and I know some 
Methodists who are away from home when they are outside 
of prison—especially Methodists who defrauded me out of 
money I earned by hard work. My contempt glows like the 
iron and steel I hammer when I think of these contemptible 
scoundrels. There is not a paper published in America but 
some time during the year it speaks of the rascality of 
preachers and church-members. Yet they hav the impu- 
dence to claim they are perfect, and the ‘‘ world's people” 
are the opposit of perfect. 

: Woman's path from servitude to freedom has been à most 
heroic struggle for what little freedom she possesses. Still 
her limbs are chained; still her white hands are bound. 
Oh, will she ever gain her anticipated release? Not until 
she discountenances the claims of the church, whose willing 
slave she is. Let the women of our fair land repudiate their 
allegiance to this dry-goods box with a steeple on top of it, 
and soon it will crumble, and from its asheg will spring the 
blooming flower of liberty ! 
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'T&ke theology from the worid, and the money wasted on 
superstition will do away with want. Be it remembered 
that for thirty years Europe was one vast battle-field, and the 
war was produced by the Bible. All the instruments of tort- 
ure were produced by the word of God. The Bible and Chris- 
tianify upheld slavery in the South. The Bible was the 
auction-block. The first man sent to paradise by Christ was 
a thief, and his favorit female companion was a prostitute, 
while murderers, next to priests and idiots, draw fewer 
blanks in the celestial lottery than any other class. 

But enough of this. I hav a dream that the future will be 
populated by a better class of people; that freedom and 
knowledge will be enthroned where now slavery and super- 
stition reign supreme; that glorious woman will be honored 
and that she will be coequal with man, and justice, like the 
rings of Saturn, will girdle the world. And if my dream 
does not prove true it will not be my fault. R. R. Jongs. 


Lrvooin, Nz&B., Oct. 10, 1890. 

Mz. EDITOR: I hav been a reader of your paper for sev- 
eral years, and hav never been more interested than I hav of 
late on reading the several articles upon the subject of Lib- 
eral organization. I should be pleased, through the col- 
umns of your valuable paper, to add my mite in regard to 
the views I hav relativ to this important subject. I think 
every intelligent Liberal will coincide with me when I say 
that we need an institution that shall be Liberal in the 
broadest sense of the term. We as Liberals are constantly 
crying, ‘‘ Total separation of church and state,” while at the 
same time the orthodox Christian replies, ‘‘ Take the God 
principle out of our church and state constitutions and we 
hav no foundation upon which the various creeds can suc- 
cessfully build and the good and wholesome laws of this 
great nation be based.” While we do not doubt that the 
Christians’ whole superstructure would be sadly endangered 
by an eradication of his theoretical God from the various 
creeds, we are at a loss to see how he is of such magnitude 
among the lawmakers and politicians of the nineteenth 
century. But the most forcible way to illustrate the 
truthfulness of any profession is to practice its precepts, and 
those who see the results, if they are intelligent and look 
upon the matter without prejudice, will not be slow in com- 
ing to the conclusion that bonds of union depend less upon 
compacts that rest on a belief in a personal God or a supreme 
being who smiles approvingly on their efforts and superin- 
tends their every affair, than on the fact of personal contact 
and personal covenants accepted and agreed to mutually 
with fraternal and humane objects in view. 

There are a few institutions for the relief of distress and 
the elevation of human character that are noble institutions, 
and are doing more to alleviate the wants of suffering hu- 
manity, notwithstanding the God idea embodied in their 
several rituals, than all of the many different religious or- 
ganizations combined. And in most of these fraternal in- 
stitutions the religious cloak of the pious fraud goes no 
farther than the anteroom, and even subjects of a religious 
nature are generally not tolerated within their councils. 
Hence all come together in unity so far 88 may be possible 


where many are disposed to look to divine wisdom rather. 


than human intelligence for guidance. 

I heartily indorse the idea projected by your several cor- 
respondents with regard to the organization of a Liberal 
order. Let it be secret enough for protection. Let the ob- 
jects be for the promotion of human interests. Let such 4 
constitution be adopted that even the Christian could find 
no fault barring the omission of his plastic God from its 
esoteric work. 

There is a world-wide field for work in this direction, and 
I think were the object promulgated we would hav an insti- 
tution of intelligence and progress, and one that all human- 
ity could indorse, inasmuch as its objects would all tend to 
the relief of human society, not only from the struggles in- 
cident to it, but from the superstitious fears that hav been 
inculcated by the teachings of the past. 

Let us commence at once. Let everyone who favors the 
organization of a Liberal benefit or protectiv society, voice 
his sentiments through the columns of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
if the Editor will allow. Let us start the ball now and keep 
it rolling until our object is attoined, and we will not only 
hav one of the grandest organizations of the age, but prove 
beyond a doubt that intelligence and sound morality are a 
better foundation for such a superstructure than the strong- 
est belief in superstition—something made from nothing 
and the vast number of absurd ideas contained in so-called 
sacred writ. 

Therefore, Mr. Editor, I move, if Iam in order, that you 
appoint a committee from among the intelligent Freethinkers 
of the United States to prepare an outline of constitution 
and by-laws to govern such a society, and submit the same 
to the readers of your great paper. I may be a little previ- 
ous in this, but at all events I hope I may be the means of 
stimulating some one to action who can deal more intelli. 
gently with this important matter. J. H. GUTHRIE. 


SorpiERS' AND Barrorg Home, Quinoy, IrL., Oct. 8, 290. 

Mr. EpnrroR: I hav read Mr. Wettstein on Why he is not 
an Agnostic. It occurs to me that the gentleman has fallen 
far short of what he might hav done in the matter of adduc- 
ing evidence, though it is the duty of orthodox who take the 
affirmativ to prove their position. So I hav concluded to 
offer for your valuable paper at least some of the reasons, 
including Mr. Wettstein’s. And I wish to say that this is a 
difficult, subject to treat upon, for various reasons. First, 
the majority of people regard the subject as too sacred to 
meddle with, while others hav thought but little and know 
nothing as to the real meaning of those terms about which I 


opinion, such a mental deformity, so much confidence in 
imagination and superstition, as to render logical conclusions 
almost abortiv, and in most minds to throw the orbit of rea- 
son entirely in the shade. So when I advance from the neg- 
ativ and affirm that I know there is no God. I am charged 
with bigotry, presumption, and folly, as everyone is who 
extends the hospitality of the brain to a new idea. For 
though people in general admire physical courage they almost 
unanimously denounce mental courage, that being in advance 
of the ordinary evolution of the human race. But to come 
to the point why I am not an Agnostic. It would be easier 
had I only to answer the intelligent Bible-reader who contends 
that God, Christ, Jehovah, is God, and that he or such a 
power is the great first cause, creator, and infinit. For such 
a being can soon be proved to a logical person to be an utter 
impossibility, from the following facts, viz., an infinit, per- 
fect being could not create what would result in imperfec 

tions. I know some will resort to the fa'lacious arguments 
of man’s fall. Man’s fall could not possibly affect all depart- 
ments of nature, and yet deformity, cruelty, and misery 
infest all—not only the vicious, wicked, and cruel, but the 
virtuous, innocent, and loving. And the innocent seem to 
suffer most. When the orthodox, and mauy who seem to 
be partly emancipated from superstition, are thus confronted. 
they often reply, ‘‘ But there must be some overruling power 
and a creator, for how did this world come into existence?” 
As to the overruling power, we may admit that with pro. 
priety, but not that it is God or any evidence of God's exist- 
ence, but to the contrary, from the fact thaf as the world is 
not governed in accord with the highest and best principles, 
hopes, aims, judgments, and results, but imperfectly, then 
those who claim God as its author charge him falsely; and 
it is better to know and say there is no God, than to say 
there is a God and accuse him wrongfully. As to the 
hypothesis of creation, I know that reason, experience, and 
observation, the holy trinity of knowledge, teach that it is 
88 impossible for omnipotent power to make something out 
of nothing as it is for us to, and as something cannot be 
changed to nothing the universe could not hav been produced 
from nothing ; and a great first cause is impossible, from 
the fact that it would be without a beginning, which would 
be allowing that something sprang from nothing. 

The charge is often made that, as we cannot offer anything 
in place of orthodox creation, we are destroying without 
building. 'lo which I answer: While one is an occupant of 
8 building or behind a wall he cannot see & palace though 
it be ever so near and well furnished, so while one is in belief 
of a falsehood the opposit truth is of course unseen. 

In addition to the above reasons for knowing there is no 
God, there are to be introduced the following. Imagination 
cannot be real, and people differ in regard to this so-called 
God, as regards his most important attributes and character, 
and he fails to giv them the proper knowledge when it is so 
necessary for their good and his glory. And in every so- 
called revealed religion this being has been favored with a 
masculin gender and man has ever been his favorit. Al this 
goes to prove that man has mace God in his own image 
Now, it really appears to me there is no hope for the ortho- 
dox unless they can prove that imagination is worth more 
than reality. 

Next I will state why I know there is no devil. We know 
that in man and animals there is an evil disposition mani- 
fested. Indeed, this good and evil disposition from which 
God and devil are inferred, is seen in and throughout all 
nature. This is no evidence that all are actuated by two 
personal spirits who are above and beyond nature. Certain 
surrounding circumstances produce certain evil effects. If 
8 circumstance produces misery we call it evil and lay the 
blame on the devil; if happiness, we call it good and credit 
God with the results, thus tracing the matter to an unnatu- 
ral cause beyond its embryo. How much better it would be 
for all parties concerned if each action was traced to its nat- 
ural cause, encouraging virtue in the good, excusing or 
denouncing the vicious as they really deserve, and not trying 
to shift any blame or credit to an imaginary God or devil. 
And really this is becoming the practice in litigation, not- 
withstanding our spurious theology. 

I now come to consider why I am not an Agnostic in 
regard to the immortal soul. As far as my experience goes, 
and in accord with what I can learn from dictionaries, the 
mind and soul are synonymous terms. And when one is 
knocked senseless he is deprived of his soul or mind during 
the length of time he is in a senseless condition, which is due 
to inaction of the brain. Then when the body dies the brain 
ceases to act, the soul or mind dies with the body, and all 
this talk about the immortality of the soul is imaginary. 

As it-seems to me I hav shown sufficiently that God, 
devil, and soul are only imaginary and not real, it is useless 
for me to attempt to delineate or deduce any proof of spirits, 
witches, ghosts, etc., being of the same kind of material. 
And I firmly believe that as in the cemetery of the past most 
of the Gods are buried, so the remainder will hav to go. As 
Colonel Ingersoll says—although he claims, I believe, to be an 
Agnostic—the great ghost must go. ‘The small ones vanished 
with the dawn of science, the great ones will disappear with 
the perfect day. Until then the individuality of man is little 
more than & dream. Ex-Rev. J. N. Maxsy. 


ManrimNSBURG, W. Va., Oct. 6, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: I will saya word to our Catholic friend, 
Mr. Chas. Boyle, of Texas, whose article appeared recently 
in Taz TaurH SEEKER, defending the Catholic church. I 
am sure Freethinkers are no more the enemies of the Cath- 
olic church than others who are not Catholic. Freethinkers 
are necessarily the most impartial, broad-minded, and 
rational persous living. They are devoted to the truth. As 
lovers of humanity they cannot be enemies of their fellow- 


am about to treat. And lastly, there is such a diversity of | men. Systems and churches are not the people, and the 
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Freethinkers appreciate true individual worth wherever - 
found. . 

My Texas friend states his individual convictions frankly 
and clearly, whose sincerity I respect, for I hate hypocrisy. 
He is correct in his declaration that individual Irish Cath- 
olics proved their loyalty to the country of their adoption 
when the test came. He claints that Irishmen can be loyal 
to republican ideas and be true to their faith. I think this 
is impossible, for Dr. McGlynn was a priest in the Catholic 
church. He was compelled to surrender his liberty as a 
citizen or be excommunicated. He chose the latter, and is 
now exercising his civil and political rights against wrong 
and oppression so cruel, se unmerciful, and so unjust that 
it appalls the hearts and minds of all who hav a sense of 
justice. l 


Freethinkers are not the enemies of any church as long 38 
that church teaches and practices perfect justiceto all. The 
perfect right to worship God or no God cannot be questioned. 
Religious liberty is the true goal. All that are opposed to 
this are enemies of truth, justice, and liberty. 

I am with Mr. Boyle in some things, where he affirms 
what I knowto be true. I frankly admit I will not advocate 
for one moment any cause that gains by misrepresenting any 
doctrin of any church. Let all faiths or no faiths stand or 
fall on their merits, for certain it is that however the truth 
may be hidden it. will eventually triumph over all that is 
false and untrue. Mr. Boyle says no priest has power to 
forgiv sins. He is right; the confessional is misunderstood. 
Non. Catholics of any intelligence know, or ought to know, 
that Catholics believe sincerely in a living, personal God and 
the Virgin Mary, and they certainly pray and worship God 
and not the priest; and Mr. Boyle is right when he says the 
Catholic guilty of sin must repent sincerely to God alone or 
lose their soul, for no priest can save them. This is true, 
and all ought to view the confessional in its true light. 
When we come to the question of any future life after 
death, I hanestly differ, though most heartily appreciating 
his right to be true and loyal to the faith he believes ia with 
all his heart. 

The free school system is a great blessing to that unfortu- 
nate mass of people who are always at a disadvantage in the 
unequal race of life. To the poor mau education should be 
as free as the water that runs. I do not know what he 
refers to in the school-books of history, and to state or pub- 
lish lies is a wrong to man or child. I know that nothing 
impure or wrong is taught in public schools. Bad actions 
and impurity are learned and practiced outside of any 
school. Schools are not responsible for inherited vicious 
dispositions, and vastly more harm is done secretly than 
publicly. I stand for the free school system, because it is a 
system of justice. Iama positivist, Mr. Boyle a Catholic. 
I for some time iu my life was taught the Catholic faith, but 
in the course of time I discovered that the church was 
teaching me one thing and experience another. The prac- 
tical daily experience of my life did not harmonize with 
what the church taught. I gradually lost faith in any 
church. It is a settled fact that it is no use to pray. What 
good comes to us is of wisdom and circumstances. Now, 
when we hav to liv and depend entirely on ouraelva, with- 
out any help from above, entirely at the mercy of cruel igno- 
rance and the cruelty of fate, then we are not bound to 
worship an alleged supreme power that does not help us, 
not even the most pious with all their prayers. 

I never in all my life saw, heard, or felt anything but 
what was human, earthly, and natural. Legends and 
traditions I pay no attention to. Ordinarily persons are. 
skeptical and rational enough in all other matters and sub- 
jects in life, but when it comes to subjects supernatural they 
are insane, for When a person affirms what he or she cannot 
ptove they are non compos mentis, out of their senses. All 
knowledge must come through the senses. Facts are knowl- 
edge; faith is simply hope. Hope is nothing, for it is based 
on nothing. Take nothing from nothing and nothing re- 
mains to the believer. God gave and God takes and nothing 
remains, for at death is dissolution. Mr. Boyle’s gospel may 
be the one of happy delusion; mine, the one of despair. 
However beautiful the idea of heaven, I hav no assurance 
that there will be rewards and punishments when we die. 
No man, no church, no power on earth, can prove satisfac- 
torily and positivly to all that there is a God, heaven, hell, 
or any state of future existence, and as this cannot be proved 
then it is not a fact. Then what evidence is discovered and 
what may yet be discovered must be the basis of a strong 
probability that Atheism is the truth, from which there is no 
appeal. I know the faith and hope of Christians is power- 
ful and comforting, though the thought of hell they must 
fear. It is too absurd to discuss the existence of hell. I hav 
found hell on this material earth. I want to be saved from 
being the victim of imposition, deception, and treachery 
that I find in the conditions of life, and not the hell of myth. 
I find that mean, vicious, selfish, cruel, proud, vain men 
and women are existing, antagonizing and warring against 
those who are truly good men and women. I find by expe- 
rience that I am obliged to be my own savior. Many per- 
sons hav lost their lives simply because they were too sim- 
ple and innocent in their minds. The conditions of life are 
such that if we are not ever watchful, prudent, and suspect- 
ing, we shall be the victims of misfortune and deception. 
Let those who believe so much in God, his love and protec- 
tion, giv up self-reliance and ignore the facts that experience 
and utility reveal, and pray with all their earnestness to God, 
and see how soon they would be drifting. about to destruc- 
tion on the great ocean of life. I am not willing by words 
or example to aid the gospel of delusion. I see no hope for 
the human race for !ife beyond the grave. I do not want to 
be humbugged and I will not assist in humbugging others. 
Let all judge for themselvs and act accordingly. 

i T, J. CONNERS. 
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Children's Corner, 


Rdited by Miss Susan H. Wixonm, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications fi 


this Corner should be sent. ` 


** Between the.dark and the daylight, 
When tho night is beginning to lower. 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That ie known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Remember, Boys Make Men. 


When you see a ragged urchin 
Standing wistful in the street, 
With torn hat and kneeless trouser, 
Dirty face and bare red feet, 
Pass not by the child unheeding ; 
Smile upon him. Mark me, when 
He’s grown he'll not forget it! 
For, remember, boys make men. 


When the buoyant, youthful spirits 
Overflow in boyish freak, 

Chide your childin gentle accents; 
Do not in your anger speak. 

You must sow in youthful bosoms 
Seeds of tender mercies ; then 

Plants will grow and bear good fruitage, 
When the erring boys are men. 


Hav you neVer seen & grandsire, 
With his eyes aglow with joy, 

Bring to mind some act of kindness— 
Something said to him, a boy? 

Or relate some slight or coldvess, 
With a brow all clouded, when 

He said they were too thoughtless 
To remember boys make men? 

` ‘Let us try to add some pleasures 
To the life of every boy; 
__ For each child needs teuder interest 

In its sorrow and its joy; 

Call your boys home by its brightness; 
They'll avoid a gloomy den 

And seek for comfort 6l*ewhere— 
And remember, boys make men. 


EI, ++ 


Three Good Doctors. 


Tho best of all the pill-box crew, 

- -Bince ever time began, 

Are the doctors who hav most to do 
With the health of a hearty man. 


And so I count them up again, 

And praise them as I can: 
There's Dr. Diet, and Dr, Quiet, 
, And Dr. Merryman. 


There’s Dr. Diet, he tries my tongue; 
* T know you well," says he. 
“ Your stomach is poor, and your liver is sprung; 
We must make your food agree.” 


And Dr. Quiet, he feels my wrist, 
And he gravely shekes his head. 
“ Now, now, déar tir, I must insist 
That you go at ten to bed.” 


But Dr. Merryman for me, 

Of all tile pill-box crew ! 
For he smiles and sayz, as he fobs his fee, 
* Laugh on, whatever you do." 


Bo now I eat what I ought to eat, - 
And at ten I go to bed, 

And I laugh in the face of cold or heat; 
For thus hay the doctors said, 


And go I count them up again, 
And praise. them as I can: 
There's Dr. Diet, and Dr. Quiet, 
And Dr. Merryman. —D. A, 
— o 


Anecdotes. 
SWEETNESS AND LIGHT. 

‘Dean Swift, in his ** Battle of the Books,” 
makes Esop's bees say, ‘‘ We hav rather 
chosen to fill our hives with honey and wax, 
thus furnishing mankind with the two noblest 
of things, which are sweetness and light.” 

BEADY REASON. 

Sydney Smith, talking once of the bad 
effects of late hours, said of some distin- 
guished diner-out, that there would be on his 
tomb, ‘‘ He dined late.” A wit of the period, 
Lutterrell, at once added, ‘‘ And died early.” 

| WHAT'S IN A SYLLABLE? 

Longfellow, the poet, was being introduced 
to Mr. Longworth, when some one remarked 
on the similarity of the first syllable of the 
names. ‘‘ Yes,” said the poet, but in this 


` case I fear Pope’s lines will apply—‘ Worth 


makes:the man, the want of it the fellow.’ ? 
* o5 ABBENT-MINDEDNESS. 
It is said of Dean Ogle, who was a very 


a absent-mirided man, that he had been known 
= more than once at a strange table, where there 


happened not to be a very good dinner, to 
burst out: with, * Dear me, what a very bad 
dinner !- I am so sorry not to hav given you 
a better," etc., thinking himself at home. 

den oit VERY CONSOLING ! 

: There is a story told of a sick man stating 
his symptoms (which appeared to himself, of 
course, dreadful) to a medical friend, who at 


. each new item of the disorder exclaimed, 


** Charming !” ‘‘ Delightful !? ** Pray, go on!” 


." and when-he had finished, said, with the 
` utmost pleasure, * Do you know, my dear 
~ gir, you hav got a complaint which has been 


supposed for some time to be extinct ?” 


THE SHORTEST WAY TO HEAVEN. 

Bishop Wilberforce was once standing on 
a station platform waiting for a train, when 
a facetious farmer, who had. been dining 
rather too wellat a market ordinary, accosted 
‘him and said, laughing: *' My lord, can you 
tell us what’s the shortest way from here to 
heaven?” ‘Oh, yes, my friend,” answered 
the bishop, “turn to the right and keep 
straight on.” 

: A ROLAND FOR AN OLIVER. 

Moore says he once heard Crocker tell the 
following anecdote: *'Fenelen, the great 
divine, who had often teased Richelieu, 
the famous statesman (and ineffectually it 
would seem), for subscriptions to charitable 
undertakings, was one day telling him that 
he had just seen his picture. ‘And did you 
ask it for a subscription?’ said Richelieu, 
sneeringly. ‘No, I saw there was no chance,’ 
replied Fenelon, ‘ it was 80 like you.’” 

————————40—$—99———————— 
A Little GirPs Composition. 

The caterpillar is a craling thing and hears 
all over his back and fannie found one down 
her back and it made me crall like everything, 
birds eat caterpillars and giv them to their 
children to eat. I don’t see how they can eat 
them, they are such horrid things, they look 
so offiy, and feel I don’t know how. Cat- 
terpilars climb trees, the other day I saw a 
big, big caterpilar, and he was so horrid that 
Itook a stick and kild him with it and threw 
it away to let the swill man take it home 
period caterpillars hav 1,000 or more legs, he 
may not hav so many, and hé may hav more 
the big ones hav more than the little I gess 
that but i don't know. 

Caterpilars eat flies and other insects, such 
as ants, miscatos and others like that. Also 
they eat leaves, plum leaves and in short all 
kinds and some flowers to. Some hav baby 
catterpilars, in short all of them. Catter- 
pilars drink water, in short everything they 
can get.  Caterpilars, I cannot say much 
more about caterpilars, but one good rool is 
never throw a catterpilar at a man oranybody 
for it giv8 them such a fright. Ihavtold you 
all they eat, drink how many legs it has and 
the rool. A catterpilar can climb, you can 
not. Ma be some of you can, I cant, but 
most of the things that a catterpilar can do 
we cannot, and most of the things that we 
can do they cannot. 

orm 
An Intelligent Dog. 

Yesterday a great many people were at- 
tracted by the intelligent actions of a little 
seal-brown dog that was guiding a blind man 
about the streets. The dog wore a collar to 
which a chain was attached, and by the pull- 
ing of that chain the blind man was able to 
tell when he approached a place of danger. 

At the railroad crossing on Whitehall street 
the dog suddenly stopped, and his master 
‘halted also. ` In a minute or two a train of 
cars came rushing along, and as soon as it 
passed the dog started on his rounds again. 
When he would come to 8 steep crossirg the 
dog would warn his master, and the latter 
would feel his way across. 

It was wonderful to watch them. The dog 
entered every store he came to, and the mas. 
ter followed, picking up a p:nny here and 
there from the charitably inclined. 

. Later in the evening another blind man 
joined them, and the faithful dog acted as a 
guide to both of them as they took in the 
principal streets of the city.— Atlanta Consti- 


tution. 
—— 93 —————— 


Polite. 

Little Miss Rose is a person who finds it 
easy to interpret most things according to her 
own advantage. One day ghe sat holding the 
kitten, and asking her little playmate various 
questions, to none of which had she thus far 
obtained an answer. 

* Who give you milk, kitty?” inquired 
Rose. Kitty struggled a little to get down, 
but made no reply. 

** Do you love me, Kitty ?” 

No answer. 

* Who is the nicest little girl in the 
world ?” 

“ Mew!" cried kitty, making a desperate 
effort to escape. 

** There, isn’t she polite ?” asked Rose, tri- 
umphantly. ‘She said ‘Youl ” 

_ OO Ho 
The Toads and the Electric Light. 

An American lady tells how she was re- 
cently waiting in a carriage near an electric 
lamp which had just been lighted, while her 
friend went to & neighboring shop. In the 
dry road she saw presently a stir, and, look- 
ing over the wheels, saw, hopping in all direc- 
tions across and ground, toads aiming for the 


light. She got out and aimed for the lamp, 
too. There was a ring of toads underneath 
it already, waiting for the fall of moths and 
the insects of night that drop from the life- 
destroying flame. It was a curious sight— 
those creatures squatted in a circle, with up- 
turned heads, waiting for the victims to drop 
into their mouths. 
ed 
The Magic Lantern. 

The stereopticon, or, to be plain, the magic 
lantern, represents the most delightful man- 
ner for the amateur,to erjoy the results of 
his own work. Its very easy to make fairly 
good slides from negativs by a copying 
camera or by photographing direct from it, 
and by a little practice any careful amateur 
can get them up. A lantern consists of a 
dark box, with a condensing-lens next to the 
light; then a frame for the slide and in front 
an objectiv. A lime light is not at all es- 
sential for parlor exhibitions, and the display 
of twenty or thirty views of one’s own prep- 
aration is a cheap but decidedly pleasing way 
to take care of one’s friends for an evening. 
A negativ that would yield a very common. 
looking photographic print becomes a source 
of intense pleasure when reproduced as a 
positiv on glass and thrown on canvas. I 
think the most pleasing part of amateur pho- 
tography i8 the lantern slide feature. 


Science Column. 


Bats. 


Well, they are the most curious creatures 
that ever you saw in all your lives. Birds, 
did you say? No, my dears, they are not 
birds, for birds hav feathers and bats hav fur. 
Birds hav no teeth and bats do. Birds feed 
their young ones with worms and flies, but 
bats nurse their babies with their own milk, 
hence they must be animals and belong to 
the order called mammaelia. 

One rainy day in Boston, I went into a 
museum, partly in order to get out of the 
rain, and partly to see what was in there. 
Among other curiosities there were a couple 
of bats in a cage, and I looked at them with 
a great deal of interest. Such queer and 
odd-looking creatures! I told you bats are 
animals, and yet they hav wings, or a mem. 
brane from the back and breast which an- 
swers for wings, stretched on a frame of 
lengthened finger bones between the four 
limbs, from the arm to the tail, embracing 
also the leg; when extended they look like a 
part of a miniature umbrella. I wanted to 
see the bat extend his wings and poked him 
with my lead pencil, whereupon he showed 
his teeth and made as though he would bite 
me if he could only get through the wires of 
his cage. But he stretched his wings after- 
ward, and I saw that the bones of the fingers, 
I suppose they may be called, were very long, 
to which the flying membraue, or wing, was 
attached, and on the quite short thumb was 
a strong hook, or nail, which was used in 
climbing or swinging. The foot was differ- 
ent and had five toes with the same strong 
hook, or nail, by which they suspend the 
body when they sleep with the head down. 

The ears of the bat stand up like cats’ ears, 
and the fur of these odd animals seemed as 
black as jet, and soft assilk. The eyes are 
very small, and they cannot sec well in day- 
light, their eyes not being used when the sun 
shines, hence arose the expression, ‘As 
blind as a bat,” because in the day-time 
they tumble about as if they were blind in- 
deed. But at night they can see very nicely, 
and that is when they seek their food, hence 
they are called night animals. 

They are such very black and hideous- 
looking creatures that people used to be afraid 
of them and attributed a]l sorts of evil deeds to 
them, such as the sucking of human blood, 
or fanning their victims with their wings till 
they died. This is not true as a rule, for bats 
are harmless, and liv on fruit or insects. The 
bats I saw in the museum had sliced apple in 
their food box. 

The large vampire bat of South America 
will, it is said, destroy poultry, and if 
pressed for food and very hungry, it will 
attack cattle, and human beings also. In the 
winter time bats keep very close in their 
homes, and can liv without eating .till warm 

| weather. They are useful to the farmer and 
gardener in destroying slugs and insects. 
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in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, Tha 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. Do Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. 8. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 


Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. Wheeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart/s. 


Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 
Waters, W. W. Walker. : 
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BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. s 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


` By Jonux STUART MIL. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
eussion, 
. By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, ete., attributed to Jesus 
Ohrist and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 


Price, - - - - . 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rom TAYLOR. 
Price, - . . - $1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. ` 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. LIEBRECAT ULICN, of Germany. 
` Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
A Historical and With Replies 


$1. 


Critical Review. 
] to an Objector. 
By GEORGE W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By Frances WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 


* Citateur, Par Pigault." $ 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Price, . - - - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 


By GIBERT VALE. 


20 cents. 


Price, 20 cents. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


 BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - PE $2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A. Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisu. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Swiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - - - 23 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historica] Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
` Price, 35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


Tor all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
13 Lafayette Pl.. NewYork. 


DID MAN FALI? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


w. GRO, Author of “Is the God 
By aca israel the True God t^ 
Paper, 10 cents, 


The Candle From Under the Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 20); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Prices = = ~- = 50cents, 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


OF 
THE BIBLE. 


1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological; Moral, His- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embudying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of vne 
so-called inspired word of God. 
By W. H. Bure. 72 pages. Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


Bx A. HoLyoake. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
` Bx A, Honyoaxe. 


10 cents. 
Acts of The Aposties. A Farce. 
By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


* Price, 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
Bx A. HOLXOAKE. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
Bx M. D. Conway. 
Price, - = >- 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - =- 10cents. Fy 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. 8. Bett. 
Price, E - 10 cents. 


if You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


. By MARTIN. 
Price, - - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CuarRLes BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
- Price, 10 cents. : 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
.* By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
k Paper, 59 cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOR UPON 
Soorery. : 


Bx Dz. Louis BugHNER, Author of “ Force and 
attor,” eto. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo; 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican, 
An Exposé. 
Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - - 235 Oentz, 


By SALADIN. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, . - . 10cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PI., New York. 
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SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


As to New HALL CoNVENT. 
Anda Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are iion. In- 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 


Oards, 11x14; printed on both sides, 25 cents; on 
two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE -OHUROH. 


J. E. REMsBuRG. 
Price, 10 certs; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and ^ Enjoined by 
the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A Compsenp or rae Naturat Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRoDUOTION AND 
ExonaNcE. 


By J. K. IncGarrs. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Pre .. . . oO 2enta. 


Ingersoll on MoGlynn. 


82., 306. per dozen. $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 


By R.G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


. ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 


against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


Ey R. G., INGERSOLL. 
Price, 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100, 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 1(0. 


Is the God of Israel the True God 2 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua 
arge d ndges, and the New Testament. , 


Price; 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Riphl 


Prorgest AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PHOK. 
Price, " . 10 cents. 


Tele- 


. THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 
A DISOUSBION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology, 


12mo, 178 pages, paper, 80 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


*Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Ons, STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENOH 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. Barra. 
10 cents. : 


| WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS LY 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By B. F. UspzRWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


. TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. The Biographies of 
ihrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachors and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present, By D. M.BuwwETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroo- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. : 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ‘t The World's 
Sages,” eto. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 


a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
cing fully into its ments. 949 pages. 
ro D. M. BrxwErr. Written in prison at 
bany. Ih cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. - 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatr er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` e *eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; moroeco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vrs- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Complete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo, In cloth, $3.00; É 


The foregoing volumes are called '*'The 
Truth Seeker Library." Tf all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each, 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Ohristianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 60 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
- cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po «ical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


cents. ! 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity, : 


10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts, Scientific and Theo-, 
logical. 20 cents. 


1 

Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
ays’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 

and Prof. O. A. Burazss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In.’ 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. | 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. ' 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. Unpzrwoon' 
and Rev. Jons Marries. Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 centa., ^ — ` 
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Truth Seeker Tracts.| 


Notn.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, wher reecived, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, plaees of public assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bonnett... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


Bennett. .ccccorcosccsseoes 
87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. Z. 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam......... sese 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulityof the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood............... 
62 The Jews and their God............ 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Illa we Enduro—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rey.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonemont. J.S. Lyon.... 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman 
13 Foundations. John Syphers..............- 
74 Dauielin tho Lion’s Den. Bennett.......... 
475 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 
76 Reply to E, F. Brown. Bennett.......... 
77 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett.......... 


35 Moving the Ark. 
S 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett........ 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. €. Stephenson. ...... 


94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
204 Evolution of Jsrae!'s God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


m 
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107 The Safe Side H. B. Brown.............-. 
110 Invocation to the Universe, Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus, Bennett......cccccccsesereee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett...... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston...... 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard................-. 

120 The New Age. W.B. Sellos 1 
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` 122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine, Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
BOPVEL ” soeersessoeesesesss .. 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. .........- 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
GOT WOOKd.....0resseresssssscceeecserenseseeevore 10 
130 Tha Ethies of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. ©, L. James.... 
188 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology ......secssssoesesssoees 
x41 Infidelity. H., W. Beecher.......... 
242 Synopsisof All Religions. Saxon. 
243 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins......... 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. 
149 Age of Shams. .corcoreccssccseesatscrseseassves 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman........eeeee eee erento eene. 1 
15; What is the Bible? M. W. H.. 
162 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer... 
266 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 
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269 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
261 Protestant PersecutionS......cccccccseccesere 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail. Bennett... ..e eere eee ener soos 
164 Bible Impeached, OChapman............. 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Trausmission. Prof. Else 
burg, M.D.rcccccccsrssssees ersssssoreesssons 
2 Evolution: Homoge~eous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood........... «e eee ee eene net 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
Y Death. Frederic R, Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 
9 The Unseen World, Prof. J. Fiske.......... 1 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley'’s Three 
Lectures, «ssivissessjocccseccsdescsuassoesvevee: L 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
13 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D......c.cccccccsesserees D 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Sympostum............... eee eee 10 
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A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


The downoast eyes of timid acquiescence hay |1, HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 


paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—. G. erol 


_ CONTENTS. 

A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 

he Lady of the Olub. 

nder Protest. 
For the Prosecntion. —— 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of x ur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient’s Story. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
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Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 
ST This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. gt 
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FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18. the story of two young 
ris and à nner brother who were left parent» 
ess, with .little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
‘he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks: 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
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THE NEW GOD. 
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Price 10 cents, 
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THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBApwIOE. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BrABR 
Box: Nzongors. 

15. THE EF*ECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
gomina OIVILIZATION. By Mimwor J. 

VAGE. 
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` SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, 


r. 


$1.00. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 Jewels, $7 50; 9jewels, $8; 11Jewels, $9; 
15jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 8 ounce coin 
silver cases, $8.60 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more. In dest filled gold cases. Open 
face, dust procf. 7 jewels, $16: 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $1750; 15 jewels, $1*.50* do. adjusted, 
$54.50. Hunting. $22; .0; $23: $24: $80. 
Ladies’, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels 
$18.50; 15 jewels, $:5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjnsted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
00. -lt such prepaid, guaranteed 1 y-ar, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. Watches cleaned, dest work, $1; springs, 
$1, otc., and returned free. 


ESTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN: Rochelle, Il. 


iberal Jülestings. 

These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Kast ‘5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st, cor. Market 
st. Newark: N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood Stg.. at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trut 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 
chattel etc ic hh a at ht 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. ; 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at2 
P.M., at the town, hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON. Seo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.M.,8t 412 Nicollet 
aye., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis 
Minn. J.F.Macomprr.Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Bec! 


EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz "TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sure, Cor. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures —Free Discussiong.--Original 
and Belected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS: Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Bec. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at ?16 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. B 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
: Prairie City. Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. erals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8So'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. z 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block, 8.E corner?th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion., Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 pm. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems. 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Oorresg- ` 
pondence solicited. J.L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL S. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7.30 PX. in the public 
‘school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Lect- 
ures, SOngs, and select goading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. BANK MORSE, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at b 

Hall. Everybody invited, Mus. R. 

Pres.; J. H. MoWiLLIAMS, Heo. Sec. 


first 
arra 
M. Brera, 


"he Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems, The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“ Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rick, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 


Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his * Private Counselor "—a valua- 
ble book for young and middie-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 


maturer years. It sete forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, a8 it Matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used he book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J., and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought, 


ss 
élews af the Geek. 


WinwisGTON, Del., puritans got the street 
department to declare illegal the display of 
billboards by theater managers on Sunday on 
Market street, the main thoroughfare. "The 
next Sunday five wagon-loads were seized. 
The Academy of Music has engaged counsel 
and declares it will make a test. 


Tax Socialist congress 
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Gens of Thonght. 


Crowss on scholars as on wizards look, 
And take a folio for a conjuring book. 
. —£Eowift. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 
AND REFORMERS. | ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, | voi p Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in. 


Tagohers, Bkeptjes, Innovatars, Loungers OF | VGloding Jehovah, Batan, the Holy “Ghost 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), Jonas Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 8vo,885pp. Vol. IT. Describes Fully all 
ent, rivos rtp, cloth, i or rur Tcr 
leather, $4; MOr., g. ©., $4.50. 9 vols. $5; leather, $7; Mo- 


BY D. M. BENNETT. rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., BY D. M. BENNETT. 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Great powers the mountains boast; 

There Nature works, omnipotently free— 

The priest’s dull mind blames it as soroery. 
— Goethe. 


Wuen Science is thus 


at Halle condemned vio- 


commanded to surrender 


= — E SEM 
lence and Anarchism. E ERU n i jil her intellectual convic- 
: — z L od EHE WIS tions, may she not as 
Ads iced nae SS eS = e ee ATE the ecclesiastic to. te: 
verses which show that i LL FCAT memper A Tue 
3 Tat E ë i 

the forte or Ohristi vicar E AERE E i zi i figure of the earth, and 
posu aor d = ST the location of heaven 
Rav. A. B. Crooner, I | SL peat EIH IA THY and hell, ended adversely 
Presbyterian, is in trouble == EHE if to him. He aftirmed 
at Montreal for seducing === SF fi TER l | that the earth is an ex- 
a girl and abandoning == gE eU A PHI tended plane, and that 
her and her child. = E in ZA ig the sky is a Armament, 
In Jersey City, N. J. = eS Q7 | e floor of heaven, 
the Christian boys who = AZ i T | T through which veg ns 
make a practice of ston- = 2 | | N MEI agan PETEAR aF The 

ing Jews killed one with E TU N S Mes Bede csi 
a stone on the 14th. cup | pee eit EAE ANY. globular form demon- 
j| E BE ; MEK strated beyond any pos- 
Brown county, S. D., Zi | ESTE AS S sibility of contradiction 
has appesled to Chicago Sao ee NUL c emu $ by astronomical facts, 
for aid, the crops there leee z 2 uS and by the voyage of 
having failed for three = [pe WA i Magellan’s ship, he then 
years, and starvation be- Fes =. d "i maintained that it is the 
ing nigh. Tiu TA : central body of the nals 
, ; TAS \, verse, all others being in 
wi NM o M , subordination to t and 
sinated on the 15th by the ATIS HT Hs grand. object con 
Mafia, an Italian secret NSi 5 no te Salon, he 
murder society which he = Y } : a» j m fl pos ti 
had tried to crush. N} j | next affirmed that it is 
= motionless, the sun and 
Joun Vorort is beirg y z P A k the stars actually revolv- 
tried at New York city =} i T ^ = ing, as they apparently 
for throwing his six-year- — ES EI Nes do, around it. The in- 
old son out of the win- LE : vention of the tele:cope 
dow. When arrested zi = See e à proved that here again 
he announced, ‘‘I am ess = maa A S ee he was in error. Then 
Christ.” M ES : — T] he maintained that all 
iW —————— s the motions of the solar 
Tux Socialist red flag f TS / system are regulated by 


was allowed to float be- 
side the American over 
the building in which 
Socialists held a mass 
meeting at New York the 
other night. It is now = ——— — — 
allowed in Germany by the emperor, a thing 
Bismarck would never permit. i 


Canon FARRAR and the publishers of the 
** Life of Christ ” are disputing over the fair- 
ness of the compensation given the author, 
each accusing the other of dishonesty. 


Parts of Nicaraugua are suffering from |. 


earthquakes, and the volcano Mombacho is 
in eruption. Processions of women convey 
saints' images about, praying and singing, 
imploring God for mercy. 


CaTHOLIOB continue to vent their spleen at 
republicanism in Brazil, and everywhere else 
where it has overturned one-man sovereignty 
favorable to them. One Catholic organ says, 
t The abortions called republics in France 
and Brazil are simply financial schemes to en- 
rich a band of confidence men.” 


CarHotios complain against France's jarge 
appropriations for education. Of the fact 
that the expenditure in 1876, before Radical 
rule, was 39,000,000 francs, while it is now 
173,€00.000, they exclaim, ‘184,000,000 
added without visible need! Truly, Athe- 
istic education is a costly luxury !” 


WirLiaw Fitimesr and wife, of Perry, 
Mich., having become half-crazed by revival 
meetings, were so worried that the man’s 
mother, who lived with them, bad not had 
baptism, that on the 18th they took water to 
her room and performed the ceremony by 
dashing it in her face till she ceased to 
struggle. Neighbors discovered the corpse 
and arrested the pious pair. 


Porrog recount of New York city’s popu- 
lation, 1,710,715; previous count, 1,513 501; 
difference, 197 214. Acting Superintendent 
Childs of the census bureau at Washington 
informs Mayor Grant that he will not order a 
recount by the board, having full confidence 
in the previous one. The mayor is angry, 


and will appeal to higher authorities, if | 


necessary to the president or Congress. 


Tux government of Rome announced that 
the weekly market day which fell on Wednes- 
day, September 24th, would be transferred 
to Thursday, because the Jewish feast Kipur 
would absent the Hebrew dealers on Wednes- 
day. The Catholics, who hav been unable to 

et the government to recognize their feasts 
ately, are angry at what they call * the 
Comineering intentions of the sons of Israel.” 


Tux French republic is displeased at the 
attentions shown the comte de Paris by 
Americans during his visit here. Because he 
is a friend of Catholics, however, those sec- 
tarians defend him, one New York Catholic 
organ saying that the French government 
hates him ‘‘for no other cause than that he 


possesses a clear title to a country that is now. 


painfully mismaneged by a club of radical 
politicians who call themselvs a republic.” 


providentia] interven- 
tion; the ''Principia" 
of Newton demonstrated 
that they are due to irre- 
sistible law. He then 
affirmed that the earth 
and all the celestial bodies were created about 
six thousand years ago, and that in six days 
the order of nature was settled, and plants 
and animals in their various tribes intro- 


DAVID SENDETH AFTER BATHSHEBA. 
And David sent messengers and took her.—2 Sam. xi, 4. 


ROMANISM, 


What Would. Follow 


THE 
Effacement of Christianity? 


A ER AHEA duced. Constrained by the accumulating 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. DANG Ri p. mass of adverse eiai he enlarged his 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic | days into periods of indefinit length—only, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., Cannot be & Good Citizen of however, to find that even this device was 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. this Republic. inadequate. The six ages, with their six 

— special creations, could no longer be main- . 


tained, when it was discovered that species 
slowly emerged in one age, reached a culmi- 
nation in a second, and gradually died out in 
a third; this overlapping from age to age 
would not only hav demanded creations, but 
re-creations also. He affirmed that there had 
been a deluge, which covered the whole earth 
above the tops of the highest mountains, and 
that the waters of this flood wereremoved by 
a wind. Correct ideas respecting the dimen- 
sions of the atmosphere, and of the sea, and 
of the operation of evaporation, proved how 
untenable these statements are. Of the pro- 
genitors of the human race, he declared that 
they had come from their maker’s band per- 


By A. J. GROVER. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," etc. 


it is a thought-breeding book, and all who ar 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration. [Now York Tribune. 
anae appeal in a AM d to a man’s reason, 
is noblest sentim 3 i 
flannoss.tBoston Post. ents: never to his sel 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
Die poeni state greatly in paid of id present, 
niic narrativ is rich in its 
actual possibilities.—[ Boston Traveler. arene oe 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 
Original and Selected Hymns 


(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 


HISTORY For Schools and the Home. fect, both in body and mind, and had subse- 

OF THE quently experienced a fall. Heis now con- 

sidering how best to dispose of the evidence 

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT SOME EE continually accumulating respecting the sav- 
Of Europe. L. K. WASHBURN. age condition of prehistoric man. Is it at all 


Revised Edition—2 vole—Price, $3. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D.. LL.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Prog, $1.50. 
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surprising that the number of those who hold 
the opinions of the church in light esteem 
should so rapidly increase ?— Draper. 


To the World’s Columbian Exposition Commission : 


: Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 

Sabbath organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Ohicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publió on 
each Sunday of ita continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: T 

l. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may . 
resort when no moral amusements are available. . 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday ; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your banda. 

4, For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 
et n will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing ite 

6. 'To the objeotion that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its charactor, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

T. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 
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THE WORLD AS JEHOVAH WOULD HAV HAD IT.-COMPANION PICTURE NEXT WEEK. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tus Kansas City Times says: ‘‘ There are at 
least three men who are avowed Infidels who 
are running for Congress in Kansas this year, 
but that will probably cut no figure in the 
election, as theology is not one of the issues 
in the state Just now." 


PRosTITUTES hav always had a reputa- 
tion for piety. We read that great clerical 
fetes are going on in Brittany in honor of St. 
Yves, and the women of the town hav vowed 
to wreck vengeance on M. Renan if heshould 
“ profane the tomb of the saint by his pres. 
ence." 


RzLi1Gr0vs enthusiasm affects some people 
curiously. A devout woman in Alabama re- 
cently hurled a hymn.book at the minister, 
making a Center shot, then drove the congre- 
gation from the church, and, going home, 
attempted to kill her husband with an ax, as 
an offering to the Lord.— Kansas City Journal, 


A voor Italian applied for naturalization 
papers in this city last week. In order to 
find out whether he was worthy to enjoy the 
privileges of a citizen some serious questions 
were put. Among others was this query: 
* What are men sent to the legislature in 
Albany for?" 'The Italian fumbled with his 
forelock and stared at vacancy, then blurted 
out this reply: “ To make money." That 
man, says the Herald, has imbibed the true 
spirit of at least one of our great American 
institutions. 


Tue Ironclad Age reports that M. E. Bil- 
lings, after having a second trial for the 
murder of Prosecuting-attorney Kingsley and 


conviction and again appealing to the supreme 
court of the state of Iowa, has just had the 
verdict set aside by that tribunal. So he 
goes free. It was a queer case, says Dr. 
Monroe. Colonel Billings will be remembered 
as the author of the *' Crimes of Preachers.” 
When Moses Hull was in Indianapolis a few 
weeks ago, he told Dr. Monroe that Billings 
had gone back on his Infidelity and joined 
the church. The church is welcome to him. 
He belongs there. 


“I AM going to introduce the bill again 
during the coming session at Albany," said 
General Curtis, the father of the bill to abol- 
ish capital punishment, to a World reporter. 
** I ask for the passage of the bill on practical 
grounds, as I consider it will be for the good 
of society. I would send a convicted mur- 
derer up for life, take away the pardoning 
power, and make the convict work for the 
good of the state during his natural life. 
There is no maudlin sympathy behind my 
bill, nor hav the Westinghouse people any- 
thing to do with it, as has been charged. In 
the states where capital punishment has been 
abolished—Michigan, Rhode Island, and 
Wisconsin—murders hav decreased, while in 
New York state the rate is eight per cent 
higher.” 


Ir has. been decided in London, Eng., to 
form a Freethought Society of Jews. A 
meeting was recently held in the Hall of 
Science, the headquarters of the Secularists 
of the metropolis, when about seven hundred 
Jews unanimously arrived at the conclusion 
to advance from the old religious restrictions 
of their fathers. Mr. G. W. Foote was pres- 
ent, snd made an able speech, pointing out 


that the Christians had stolen their God and 
Bible from the Jews, and had when persecuted 
them. The Jews had, however, remained 
steadfast under unparalleled suffering. Chris- 
tianity had also persecuted Freethought, and 
the bond of sympathy between Jewish and 
English Freethinkers should stimulate them 
to work hand-in-hand against the enemy of 
both. 


Tux Christian Register boasts of the prog- 
ress of Unitarians toward more liberal relig- 
ious views, and the Christian Advocate recalls 
this fact to mind: When Theodore Parker 
preached a sermon on ‘‘ The Transient and 
Permanent in Christianity,” it was followed 
by a great commotion in Unitarian circles. 
Other ministers ceased to exchange with him 
and when the Rev. John Sargent went so far 
as to fellowship him as a brother minister he 
incurred ** a storm of criticism and reproach.” 
But marvelous advancement has been made. 
According to the Christian Register, that ser- 
mon which when first delivered was con- 
demned by Unitarians as dangerous heresy 
now appears to them to be essentially con- 
servativ, and ita boldest utterances are ac- 
cepted as truisms. This indicates progress 
indeed, comments the Advocate, ‘‘ but to one 
outside of that denomination the question oc- 
curs: Toward what does this progress tend? 
Is it in the direction of greater reverence for 
God and his son and his word? How long 
will it require Unitarians at this rate of speed 
to reach the position once occupied by Paine 
and Voltaire? The Register says that to-day 
* Parker is honored with Channing and Em- 
erson among the prophets of Unitarianism.’ 
How is this? Channing believed in miracles, 
in the literal resurrection of Ohrist, in the 


preéxistence of Jesus, in future punishment, 


'in the divine and miraculous revelation of 


Christianity. If Channing was a prophet, 
Parker and Emerson were false prophets. If 
Unitarians hav come to acknowledge Parker 
and Emerson as their prophets, they hav come 
to ignore miracles, to degrade Jesus to the 
level of a man, to deny the existence of a 
personal God. They hav abandoned Chris- 
tainity and come to the borders of panthe- 
ism." 


HrrHERTO the church law in Quebec has 
been that every French Canadian farmer 
was required to pay tithes on his grain, 
every twenty-sixth bushel of grain being 
given to the parish priest. 'There were no 
tithes on hay, the result of which was that 
every habitant felt it to be his duty to grow 
hay, great quantities of which were sent to 
the States. The bishop of Tnree Rivers has 
now announced that henceforth there will be 
a tithe on hay to the extent of 73 cents on 
every 100, or $7 50 on every 1,000 bundles of 
hay, paid in money. The Toronto Mail says: 
** The church, it is obvious, is bound to hav 
its pound of flesh, no matter how lean the 
unfortunate farmer may happen to be. So 
long as the church can keep the haditent 
docil, childlike, and ignorant, she is reason. 
ably safe in her remarkable privileges. &he 
understands this; hence it is that education 
is one of the subjects over which she exer- 
cises supreme control. There is, however, a 
limit to human endurance, and this line is 
very closely approached when at a time that 
the farmer is suffering an annual pinch at the 
bands of civil government, the church adds 
to his misery by commanding him to cast 
more into her already overflowing treasury." 
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from its foundation. The idea of Jesus as a divine 
being is a growth, as we shall see hereafter. Experi- 
ence, however, demonstrates to us that the vast 


| Yammunications. 


The Mythical and Pagan Origin of Christianity. 


It is the sun which under the name of Horus was born like 
your God in the arms of-the celestial virgin, and passed 
through an obscure, indigent, and destitute childhood, 
answering to the season. of cold and frost. It is the sun 
wh:ch under the name of Osiris, persecuted by Typhon and 
the tyrants of the air, was put to death, laid in a dark tomb, 
the emblem of the hemisphere of winter, and which rising 
afterward from the inferior zone to the highest point in the 
heavens awoke triumphant over giants and desiroyin» angels 
Ye priests, from whom the murmurs proceed, you wear 
yourselvs its signs all over your bodies. Your tonsure is the 
disk of the sun; your stole is the zodiac; your rosaries the 
symbols of the stars and planets. Ponuffs and prelates, 
your miter, your crosier, your mantle, are the emblems of 
Osiris; and that crucifix, of which you boast the mystery 
without comprehending it, is the cross of Serapis, traced by 
the hands of Egyptian priests on the plan of the figurativ 
world, which passing through the equinoxes and the tropics 
became the emblem of future life and resurrection, because 
it touched the gates of ivory and horn through which the 
Soul was to pass in its way to heaven.— Voiney's Ruins of 
Empires, p. 103. 

So far I hav endeavored to show that Christianity, 
in common with many otaer ancient. creeds, is baseo 
upon 8 mixture of sun and nature worship, and that 
all of the Christian symbols and ceremonies are o! 
pagan origin. Not only do I affiem this to be the 
fact and adduce evidence in support of such conter- 
tion, but I propose to point out step by step how 
what is known as the Christian religion bas, ix 
obedience to the great law of evolution, undergone 
numerous changes, 80 that the early believers would 
scarcely be able to recognize in the religion of to-day 
their own or the faith of their fathers. Let me prc- 
ceed with the proof. Next in importance to the 
cross as a symbol was the crucifix, or cross with the 
figure of a human being stretched upon it. Osiris 
is represented by the Egyptians as stretched like s 
human being upon the cross; Krishna and other 
imaginary saviors of mankind are represented in like 
fashion. The Rav. Robert Taylor was of opinion 
that the posts which were erected along by the river 
Nile, and which were in the form of a cross, may hav 
been the origin of this emblem. The river Nile was 
worshiped on account of its periodical inundations 
which gave fertility to the land in the provinces near 
its banks. Posts were erected along its course to 
indicate the hight to which it might be expected to. 
rise. “These crosses,” says Robert Taylor, “ song 
the banks of the river would naturally share in the 
honor of the stream and be the most expressiv em- 
blem of good fortune, peace, and plenty. The two 
ideas could never be separated ; the fertilizing flood 
was the waters cf life, that conveyed every blessing 
and even existence itself to the provinces through 
which it flowed. One other and most obvious hiero- 
glyph completed the expressiv allegory—the demon 
of famin, who, should the waters fail of their inunda- 
tion, or not reach the elevation indicated by the 
position of the transverse beam upon the upright, 
would reign in all the horrors over their desolated 
lands. This symbolical personification was, there- 
fore, represented as a miserable emaciated wretch 
who had grown up ‘as a tender plant and a8 a root 
out of a dry ground, who had no form nor comeli- 
ness ; and when they should see him there was no 
beauty that they should desire him.’ Meager were 
his looks ; sharp misery had worn him to the bone. 
His crown of thorns indicated the sterility of the 
territories over which he reigned. The reed in his 
hand, gathered from the banks of the Nile, indicated 
that it was only the mighty river, by keeping within 
its banks, and thus withholding its wonted munif- 
icence, that placed an unreal scepter in his gripe. 
He was nailed to the cross in indication of his entire 
defeat. And the superscription of his infamous title, 
‘ This is the king of the Jews, expressivly indicated 
that famin, want, or poverty ruled the destinies of 
the most slavish, beggarly, and mean race of men 
with whom they had the honor of being acquainted ” 
(Diegesis, p. 187. See also * Davil’s Pulpit,” vols. i 
and ii). 

=- The dogma of the trinity in unity is very closely 
connected with the notion of the cross, and derives 
its origin from nature worship. In ancient Egypt 
we find a trinity in unity existing under the names of 
Osirus, Horus, and Haform, along with Isis; while 
in India we find the trinity bearing the names of 


Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, in company with Devaki, 


the female element being needed for the production 
of life. The worship of the sun, then, is the source 
of all anciext religions; and since this great lumi- 
nary was worshiped by all the early races of mankind 
it is no wonder that we find also that among these 
peoples the earth was.adored as second only in 
importance, under the names of Devaki, Isis, Ishtar, 
Venus, Mary. The former daily and the latter yearly 
produced the sun without sexual union, bearing the 
relation of wife, mother, and daughter to that brill- 
iant luminary in the same way as the Virgin Mary 
is supposed by orthodox Christians to do toward 
Jesus Christ, who was the son of God the father, 
God the Holy Ghost, and Joseph, the carpenter. 
The idea of the mediator comes from Persia, like 


majority of Christians believe in the immaculate 


conception of the Virgin Mary, because they believe 
that Jesus was a historical character. 
Now there can be no longer any doubt in the 


minds of thinking persons that the idea of a child 


being born of a pure virgin is preposterous ; and that 
though it is within the realm of possibility that a 
man named Jesus lived who went about doing good 
and who proclaimed a new philosophy which was not 
acceptable to the Jews, in view of all we know 
about ancient sun worship it is highly improbable 
that any such pereon as Jesus lived at all, but more 
likely that the whole idea was built up out of such 
pre-existing materials as we hav indicated. For if 
we admit for one moment that Jesus is a historical 
sharacter, by parity of reasoning we are compelled 
;o acknowledge that Christna, Osiris, Mithra, Her- 
aules, Esculepius, Bacchus, Apollo, and Adonis were 
aigo historical personages. The outlines of the lives 
of these alleged gods correspond with that of Jesus, 
but careful examination shows that their career car 
ve traced to the apparent march of the sun through 
che zodiacal signs. 

The zodiac (see Dr. Hardwicke’s “Zodiacal Myth 
ology,” from “Creation and Evolution,” p. 2) 
which is the line of the apparent annual circuit of 
the sun, we find was in Egypt, India, Persia, and 
Greece divided into twelve portions of thirty de- 
grees each, the whole circuit consisting of three 
aundred and sixty degrees; and the equivalent signe 
bore & wonderful eimilarity to each other. In the 


ald Indian zodiac published in the * Philosophica! 


Transactions” of 1772 the signs are as follows, com- 
mencing at the vernal equinoxial point: ram, bull, 
man with two shields, crab, lion, virgin, balances, 
scorpion, bow and arrow, monster with goat’s head 
and fish’s hindquarters, urn, fish.” The Indian and 
Egyptian signs differ slightly but not materially. 

Dr. Hardwicke proceeds: “Each of these signs 
corresponds with a particular portion of the year, 
varying according to the slow movement known as 
the precession of the equincxes, by which all the 
signs are moved forward very slightly year by year, 
at the rate of one degree in 71 or 72 years, until, at 
the end of 2152 years, a whole sign has moved for- 
ward into the position previously occupied by the 
sign immediately preceding it. This is caused by 
the failure of the eun to reach the same point in the 
same time in his apparent circuit each year; and thus 
it happens that in a period of less than 26,000 years 
each sign wil hav moved completely round the 
zodiacal band. Now, by a careful calculation it has 
been found that the vernal equinoxial point coir- 
cided with the first degree of Aries about 28 000 
years ago, with the first degree of Libra about 17 000 
years ago, with the first degree of Taurus sc. 4340, 
with that of Aries » c. 2188, and with that of Pisces 
Bo. 36; so that at the present time the vernal equi- 
noxial point is really occupied by the sign of the 
fishes, although, for astronomical purposes, the sign 
of the ram is always placed in that position, and will 
for the future always be considered as the first sign 
of the zodiac, no matter what sign may really occupy 
that position. Thus there is now what is called a 
fixed zodiac, which never changes, and which is an 
arbitrary arrangement made for scientific purposes, 
and areal zodiac whose figures move steadily and 
slowly year by year, until at the end of rather more 
than two thousand years the vernal equinoxial point 
is occupied by the sign immediately following the 
one which occupied it during that pericd of time. 
As the various astronomical figures became endowed 
by the ancients with divine honors, each of these 
signs became associated with a number of romantic 
Stories, until at length the struggles, victories, and 
defeats of the gods were told in such a variety of 
ways that sufficient lore existed to fill, if written 
down, whole libraries. The zodiacal eigns were all 
gods of great importance; the planets were gods, 
the sun was a god, the moon was a goddess, and the 
extra-zodiacal constellations were either gods or 
heroes ; but all were not of equal importance, and 
owing to the constant changing of positions, eome 
were powerful and victorious at one time and weak 
and dying at another. The chief deity, which to the 
Aryans was Dyaus, the day father, became in later 
times a concentrated essence of all the gods, and was 
supposed to undergo all the vicissitudes to which 
they were eubjected ; but inasmuch as the new-born 
sun was the life of. the world, bringing back happi- 
ness, and the vernal equinoxial sign was the one at 
which his influence began to be felt, these two deities 
were looked upon as god par excellence, a dual deity, 
separate yet conjoined, and of equal power and au- 
thority. 9 

* So, when the bull was the vernal equinoxial point, 
the sun in Taurus was supreme god ; and when the 
ram, or lamb, was the vernal equinoxial point the 
sun in Áries was supreme god ; and although it was 
only in March that the sun was at the vernal equi- 
noxial point, yet the bull-god for two thousand years 

rior to Bo. 2188 was always supreme, and the ram- 


the story of the fall, so that Christianity is mythical. god (in Egypt) or lamb-god (in Persia) after that 


daie. On leaving the vernal equinoxial sign the sun 
passed into the next in order; but, although then 
not actually in conjunction with the chief sign, it was - 
but slightly removed from it, the distance growing 
larger as each fresh sign was occupied: and never . 
were the sun and the principal sign actually sepa- 
rated from each other in the zodiac, so as to pass into © 
opposit hemispheres, until the autumnal equinoxial 
point was crossed, after which the sun passed succes- 
sivly through all the winter constellations, being sep- 
arated for the space of six months from the sign of 
the vernal equinox.” Therefore, the six summer signs 
were accounted specially beautiful and holy; the sign 
of the vernal equinox being the head and chief of the 
six, while the six winter signs were accounted less 
holy, but quite as powerful for evil as the others were 
for good. 

* From this was formed the main drama of all sub- 
sequent mythological systems, the ground-work of 
which was as follows: ‘Tho savior sun god was born 
at the winter solstice, and ascended to the vernal 
equinox where he was united with the bull, becoming 
the bull god, and in after-time with the ram or lamb, 
becoming the ram god or lamb god; after crossing 
the equator at spring covenant, or coming together 
at the equator and ecliptic, he ascended to the sum- 
mit of the heavens, becoming the lion god, at the 
tight of his power, and then descending again to 
the autumnal covenant, or equinox, to pass through 
the winter or scorpion signs alone, and mourning the 
loss of the vernal equinoxial sign, which wae torn 
from him at the autumnal equinox.’ This simple 
narrativ received numerous embellishments in after 
times, according to the fancy of the astrologers and - 
priests, who, in many cases, contrived to make out of 
it a beautiful poem or sublime allegorical drama” 
(Dr. Hardwicke’s Evolution and Creation, p. 6, 7). 

This zodiacal mythology forms the basis of all 
Eastern religions, and Obristianity itself is largely 
founded upon it. In the next chapter I shall en- 
deavor to show how much of the career of Jesus is . 
drawn from this source; how the miraculous part of 
the supposed life of the Nazarene carpenter was de- 
veloped ; and then we shall be able to judge this 
branch of the subject in the light of evolution. 


Arruur B. Moss. 
— 9 9————————— 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. 
Let Us Put Wreaths on the Brows of the Living. 


Of all the placid hours in his peaceful life, those 
that Walt Whitman spent on the stage of Horticult- 
ural Hall last night must have been among the most 
gratifying, says the Philadelphia Press of October 
29i. To a teetimonial, intended to cheer his de- 
clining years, not only in a complimentary sense, 
came a thousand or more people to listen to a trib- 
ute tothe aged poet by Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
such as seldom falls to the lot of living man to hear 
about himself. 

On the stage sat many admirers of the venerable 
torch-bearer of modern poetic thought, as Colonel 
Ingersoll described him, young and old, men and 
women. There were white bearde, but none were go 
white as that of the author of “Leaves of Grass." 
He sat calm and sedate in his easy wheeled chair, 
with his usual garb of gray, with his cloudy white 
hair falling over his white,-turned-down collar that 
must have been three inches wide. No burst of elo- 
quence from the orator’s lips disturbed that equanim- 
ity; no tribute of applause moved him from his 
habitual calm. 

And when the lecturer, having concluded, said, 
' We have met to-night to honor ourselves by honor- 
ing the author of ‘Leaves of Grass,’” and the audi- 
ence started to leave the hall the man they had 
honored reached forward with his cane and attracted 
Colonel Ingersoll’s attention. 

“Do not leave yet,” said Colonel Ingersoll, “ Mr.. 
Whitman has a word to say." 

This is what he said, and no more characteristic 
thing ever fell from the poet’s lips or flowed from 
his pen: 

* Only a word, my friends, only a word. After all, 
the main factor, my friends, is in meeting, being 
face to face and meeting like this. I thought I 
would like to come forward with my living voice and 
thank you for coming and thank Robert Ingersoll for 
speaking, and that is about all With such brief 
thanks to you and him and showing myself to bear 
testimony—I think that is the Quaker term—face to 
face, I bid you all bail and farewell.” 


THE LECTURE.——-AUTHORIZED AND COMPLETE REPORT. 
I 


In the year 1856 the American people knew but 
little of books. Their ideals, their models, were Eng- 
lish. Young and Pollok, Addison and Watts were 
regarded as great poets. Some of the more reckless 
read Thomson’s “Seasons” and the poems and 
novels of Sir Walter Soott. A few, not quite ortho- 
dox, delighted in the mechanical monotony of Pope, 
and the really wicked—those lost to all religious 
shame—were worshipers of Shakspere. The really 
orthodox Protestant, untroubled by doubts, consid- 
ered Milton the greatest poet of them all. Byron 


and Shelley were hardly respectable—not to be read 
It was admitted on all hands 
Burns was a child of nature of whom his 


by young personas. 
that 
mother was ashamed and proud. 

In the blessed year aforesaid, candor, free and 
sincere speech, were under the ban. Oreeds at that 
time were entrenched behind statutes, prejudice, 
custom, ignorance, stupidity, Puritanism, and 
slavery; that is to say, alavery-of mind and body. 

Of course it always has been, and forever will be, 
impossible for slavery, or any kind or form of injus- 
tice, to produce a great poet. There are hundreds 
of verse makers and writers on the side of wrong— 
enemies of progress—but they are not poets, they 
are not men of genius. 

At this time a young man—he to whom this testi 
monial is given—he upon whose head have fallen the 
snows of more than seventy winters—this man, 
born within the sound of the sea, gave to the 
world a book, “Leaves of Grass.’ This book was, 
and is, the true transcript of a soul. The man is 
unmasked. No drapery of hypocrisy, no pretense, 
no fear. The book was as original in form as in 
thought. All customs were forgotten or disregarded, 
all rules broken—nothing mechanical—no imitation 
—spontaneous, running and winding like a river, 
multitudinous in its thoughts as the waves of the 
Bea—nothing mathematical or measured. In every- 
thing a touch of chaos—lacking what is called form 
as clouds lack form, but not lacking the splendor of 
sunrise .or the glory of sunset. It was a marvelous 
collection and aggregation of fragments, hints, sug- 
gestions, memories and prophecies, weeds and flow- 
ers, clouds and clods, sights and sounds, emotions 
and passions, waves, shadows, and constellations. 

His book was received by many with disdain, with 
horror, with indignation and protest—by the few 
as a marvelous, almost miraculous, message to the 
world—full of thought, philosophy, poetry, and 
music. 

In the republic of mediocrity genius is dangerous. 
A great soul appears and fills the world with new 
and marvelous harmonies. In his words is the old 
Promethean flame. The heart of nature beats and 
throbs in his line. The respectable prudes and 
pedagcgues sound the alarm, snd cry, or rather 
screech: “Is this a book for a young person?” 

A poem true to life as a Greek statue—candid as 
nature—fills these barren souls with fear. 

Drapery about the perfect was suggested by im- 
modesty. 

The provincial prudes, and others of like mold, pre- 
tend that love is a duty rather than a passion—a 
kind of self-denial—not an overmastering joy. They 
preach the gospel of pretense and pantalettes. Inthe 
presence of sincerity, of truth, they cast down their 
eyes and endeavor to feel immodest. To them, the 
a besutiful thing is hypocrisy adorned with a 

lush. 

They have no idea of an honest, pure passion, 
glorying in its strength—intense, intoxicated with 
the beautiful—siving even to inanimate things pulse 
and motion, and tha‘ transfigures, ennobles, and 
idealizes the object of its adoration. 

They do not walk the streets of the city of life— 
they explore the sewers; they stand in the gutters 
and cry *Uaclean!" They pretend that beauty is 
a snare; that love is a Dolilah; that the highway of 
joy is the broad road, lined with flowerg and filled 
with perfume, leading to the city of eternal sorrow. 

Since the year 1855 the American people have de- 
veloped; they are somewhat acquainted with the 
‘literature of the world. They have witnessed the 
most tremendous of revolutions, not only upon the 
fields of battle, but in the world of thought. The 
American citizen has concluded that it is hardly 
worth while being a sovereign unless he has the right 
to think for himself. 

And now, from this hight, with the vantage-ground 
of to-day, I propose to examine this book and to 
state, in a general way, what Walt Whitman has 
done, what he has accomplished, and the place he 
has won in the world of thought. 


II. 


THE RELIGION OF THE BODY. 

Walt Whitman stood, when he published his book, 
where all stand to-night—on the perpetually moving 
line where history ends and prophecy begins. He 
was full of life to the very tips of his fingers—brave, 
eager, candid, joyous with health, He was ac- 
quainted with the past. He knew something of song 
and story, of philosophy and art—much of the 
heroic dead, of brave suffering, of the thoughts of 
men, the habits of the people—rich as well as poor 
—familiar with labor, a friend of wind and wave, 
touched by love aud friendship—liking the open 
road, enjoying the fields and paths, the crags—friend 
Of the forest—feeling that he was free—neither 
master nor slave—willing that all should know his 
thoughts—open as the sky, candid as nature—and 
he gave his thoughts, his dreams, his conclusions, 
his hopes. and his mental portrait to his fellow-men. 

Walt Whitman announced the gospel of the body. 
He confronted the people. He denied the depravity 
of man. He insisted that love is not a crime; that 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


make a fashionable world. They pretended that the 
cottage or the hut in which they dwelt was a palace, 
and they called the little area in which they threw 
their slops their domain, their realm, their empire. 
They were ashamed of the real, of what their world 
actually was. 
D lies, and these lies filled the literature of most 
anda. 


home and fills the world with art and song. 
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men and women should be p'oudly natural; that 
they need not grovel on the earth and cover their 
faces for shame. He taught the dignity and glory 
ae father and mother; the sacredness of mater- 
nity. 

Maternity, tender and pure as the tear of pity, 
holy as suffering—the crown, the flower, the ecstasy 
of love. 

People had been taught from bibles and from 
creeds that maternity was & kind of crime; that the 
woman should be purified by some ceremony in 
some temple built in honor of some god. This bar- 
barism was attacked in “ Leaves of Grass.” 

The glory of simple life was sung; a declaration 
of independence was made for esch and all. 

And yet this appeal to manhood and to woman- 
hood was misunderstood. It was denounced simply 
because it was in harmony with the great trend of 
nature. To me, the most obscene word in our 
language is celibacy. 

It was not the fashion for people to speak or write 
their thoughts. We wera flooded with the literature 
of hypocrisy. The writers did not faithfully describe 
the worlds in which they lived. They endeavored to 


They imitated ; that is to say, they 


Walt Whitman defended the sacredness of love, 
the purity of passion—the passion that builds every 


They cried out: “He is a defender of passion— 
he isa libertine! He lives in the mire. He lacks 
spirituality !” 

Whoever differs with the multitude, especially with 
a led multitude—that is to say, with a multitude of 
taggers—will find out from their leadera that he has 
committed an unpardonable sin. It is a crime to 
travel a road of your own, especially if you put up 
guide-boards for the information of others. 

Many centuries ago Epicurus, the greatest man of 
his century, and of many centuries before and after, 
said : “ Happiness is the only good ; happiness is the 
supreme end.” This man was temperate, frugal, 
generous, noble—and yet through ali these years 
he has been denounced by the hypocrites of the 
world as a mere eater and drinker. 

It was said that Whitman had exaggerated the 
importance of love—thai he had made too much of 
this passion. Let me say that no poet—not exoept- 
ing Shakspere—has had imagination enough to ex- 
aggerate the importance of human love—a passion 
that contains all hights and all depths—ample as 
space, with a sky in which glitter all constellations, 
and that has within it all storms, all lightnings, all 
wrecks and ruins, all griefs, all sorrows, all shadows, 
and all the joy and sunshine of which the heart and 
brain are capable. 

No writer must be measured by & word or line or 


-paragraph. He is to be measured by his work—by 


the endan, not of ons line, but by the tendency 
of all. . 

Which way does the great stream tend? Is it for 
good or evil? Are the motives high and noble, or 
low and infamous? 

We cannot measure Shakspere by a few lines, 
neither can we measure the Bible by a few chaptera, 
nor “ Leaves of Grasa” by a few paragraphs. In 
each there are many things that I neither approve 
nor believe—but in all books you wili fiad a min- 
gling of wisdom and foolishness, df prophecies and 
mistakes—in other words, among the excellencies 
there will be defests. Tae mine is not all gold, or all 
silver, or all diamonds—there are baser metals. The 
trees of the forest are not all of one size. On some 
of the highest there are dead and useless limbs, and 
there may be growing beneath the bushes, weeds, 
and now and then a poisonous vine. . 

If I were to edit the great books of the world, I 
might leave out some lines and I might leave out the 
best. I have no right to make of my brain a sieve 
and say that only that which passes through belongs 
to the rest of the human race. I claim the right to 
choose. I give that right to all. 

Walt Whitman had the courage to express his 
thought—the candor to tell the truth. And here let 
me say it gives me joy—3 kind of perfect satisfac- 
tion—to look above the bigoted bats, the satisfied 
owls and wrans and chickadees, and see the great 
eagle poised, circling higher and higher, unconscious 
of their existence. And it gives me joy, a kind of 
perfect satisfaction, to look above the petty passions 
and jealousies of small and respectable people—above 
the considerations of place and power and reputa- 
tion, and see a brave, intrepid man. 

It must be remembered that the American people 
had separated from the Old World—that we had 
declared not only the independence of colonies, but 
the independence of the individual. We had done 
more-——we had declared that the state could no longer 
be ruled by the Church, and that the Church could 
not be ruled by the state, and that the individual 


* 


few sides. 
creative spirit is not in them. They regard with sus- 
picion a poet who touches life on every side. 
have little confidence in that divine thing called 
sympathy, and they do not and cannot understand 
the man who enters into the hopes, the aims, and the 
feelings of all others. 


could not be ruled by the Caurch. These declara- 
tions were in danger of being forgotten. We 
needed a new voice, sonorous, loud, and clear, a new 
poet for America for the new epoch, somebody to 
chant the morning song of the new day. 

The great man who gives a true transcript of his 
mind, fascinates and instructs. Most writers sup- 
press individuality. They wish to please the public. 


They flatter the stupid aud pander to the preju- 
dice of their readers. They write for the market— 
making books as other mechanics make shoes. 
They have no message—they bear no torch—they 
are simply the slaves of customers. 
they manufacture are handled by “the trade;” 
they are regarded as harmless. 
not object; the young person can read the mo- 
notonous pages Without a blush—or a thought. 
On the title-pages of these books you will find the 
imprint of the great publishers—on the rest of the 
pages, nothing. These books might be prescribed 
for insomnia. 


The books 


Tre pulpit does 


III. 
Men of talent, men of business, touch life upon 
They travel but the beaten path. The 


They 


In all genius there is the touch of chacs—a little of 


the vagabond; and the successful tradesman, the 
man who buys and sells, or manages a bank, does 
not care to deal with a person who has only posms 
for collaterals—they hav a little fear of such people, 
and regard them as the awkward country man does 
a sleight-of-hand performer. 


In every age in which books have been produced 


the governing class, the respectable, have baen 
opposed to the works of real genius. 
known as the best people could have their way, ifthe 
pulpit had been cousulted—the provincial moralists 
—the works of Shakspere would have been sup- 
pressed. Not a line would have reached our time. 
And the same may be said of every dramatist of h's 


If what are 


age. 

If the Seoteh Kirk could have decided, nothing 
would have been known of Robert 
the good people, the orthodox, could have had 
their say, not one line of Voltaire would now be 
known. . All the plates of the French Encyclopedia 
would have been destroyed with the thousands thai 
were destroyed. Nothing would have been known 
of D'Alembert, Grimm, Diderot, or any of the Titans 
who warred against the thrones and aliars and laid 
the foundation of modern literature noi only, but 
what is of far greater moment, universal education. 


Buras. If 


It is not too much to say that every book now 


held in high esteem would have been destroyed, if 
those in authority could have had their will. 
book of modern times, that has a real valus, thai has 
enlarged the intellectual horizon of mankind, that 
has developed the brain, that has furnished real food 
for thought, can be found in the Index Expurgato- 
rius of the Papacy, and nearly every one has been 
commended to the free minds of men by the denun- 
ciations of Protestants. 


Every 


If the guardians of society, the protectors of 


“young persons,” could. have had their way, we 
should have known nothing of Byron or Shelley. 
The voices that thrill the world would now be silent. 
If authority could have had its way, the world would 
have been as ignorant now as it was when our ances- 
tors lived in holes or hung from dead limbs by their 
prehensile tails. 


But we are not forced to go very far back. If 
Shakepere had been published for the first time now, 


those divine plays—greater than continents and 


seas, greater even than the constellations of the 


midnight sky—would be excluded from the mails by 


the decision of the present enlightened positmaster- 
general. : 

The poets have always lived in au ideal world, and 
that ideal world has always been far better than the 
real world. As a consequence, they have forever 


roused, not simply the imagination, but the energies 
—the enthusiasm of the human race. 


The great poets have been on the side of the op- 
pressed—of the downtrodden. They have suffered 
with the imprisoned and the enslaved, and whenever 
and wherever man has suffered for the right, wher- 
ever the hero has been stricken down—whether on 
field or scaffold—some man of genius has walked by 
his side, and some poet has given form and expres- 
sion, not simply to his deeds, but to his aspirations. 

From the Greek and Roman world we still hear 
the voices of a few. The poets, the philosophers, 
the artists, and the orators still speak. Countless 
millions have been covered by the waves of oblivion, 
but the few who uttered the elemental truths, who 
had sympathy for the whole human race. and who 
were great enough to propüesy a grander day, nre as 
alive to-night as when they roused, by their bodily 
presence, by their living voices, by their works of 
art, the enthusiasm of their fellow men. 

Think of the respectable people, of the men of 
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wealth and position, those who dwelt in mansions, 
children of success, who went down to the grave 
voiceless, and whose names we do not know. Think 
of the vast mullitudes, the endless processions, that 
entered the caverns of eternal night—leaving no 
thought—vo truth as a legacy to mankind ! 

The great poets have sympathized with the people. 
They have uttered in all ages the human cry. Un- 
bought by gold, unawed by power, they have lifted 
high the torch that illuminates the world. 


IV. 


Walt Whitman is in the highest sense a believer 
in democracy. He knows that there is but one ex 
cuse for government—the preservation of liberty ; to 
the end that man may be happy. He knows that 
there is-but one excuse for any institution, secular 
and religious—the preservation of liberty ; and that 
there is but one excuse for schools, for universal ed- 
ucation, for the ascertainment of facts, namely, the 
preservation of liberty. He resents the arrogance 
and cruelty of power. He has sworn never to be 
tyrant or slave. He has solemnly declared: 

I speak the password primeval—I give the sign of democracy. 
By God! I will accept notbing which all cannot have their 
counterpart of on the same terms. 

This one declaration covers the entire ground. It 
ia a declaration of independence, and it is also a dec- 
laration of justice, that is to say, a declaration of 
the independence of the individual, and a d«elaration 
that all shall be free. The man who has this spirit 
ean truthfully say: 


I have taken off my hat to nothing known or unknown. 
I swear I am for those that have never been mastered. 


There is in Whitman what he calls “The bound- 
less impatience of restraint"— together with that 
sense of justice which compelied him to say: 
** Neither a servact, nor a master, am I." 

He was wise enough to know that giving others 
the same rights that he claims for himseif could not 
harm him, and he was great enough to say: “As if 
it were not indispensable to my own rights that 
others possess the same.” 

He felt as ali should feel, that the liberty of no 
man is safe unless the liberty of each is safe. ; 

There is in our country a little of the old servile 
spirit, a little of the bowing and cringing to others. 
Many Americans do not understand that the cfficers 
of the government are simply the servants of the 
people. Nothing is so demoralizing as the worship 
of place. Whitman has reminded the people of this 
country that they are supreme, and he has said to 
them: 

The President is there in the White House for you—it is 
not you who are here for him. 

The Secretaries act in their bureaus for you—not you here 
for them. 

All doctrines, ail politics and civilization exurge from you. 

All sculpture and monuments and anything inscribed any- 
where are tallied in you. 

He describes the ideal American cilizen—the one 
Who says, indifferently and alike, ** How are you, friend ?" 
to the President at his levee. : 

And he says, ‘‘ Good day, my brother,” to the slave that hoes 

in the sugar field. 

Long ago, when the. politicians were wrong, when 
the judges were subservient, when the pulpit was a 
coward, Walt Whitman shouted: 

Man shall not hold property in man. 

The least developed person on earth is just as important and 
sacred to himself or herself as the most developed 
person is to himself or herself. 

This is the very soul cf true democracy. 

Beauty is not all there is of poetry. It must con- 
tain the truth. It is not simply an oak, rude and 
grand, neither is it simply a vine. It is both. 
Around the oak of truth runs the vine of beauty. 

Walt Whitman utters the elemental truths and is 
the poet of democracy. He is also the poet of indi. 
viduality. 

vV. 


INDIVIDUALITY. 


In order to protect the liberties of a nation, we 
must protect the individual. A democracy is a 
nation of free individuals, The individuals are not 
to be sacrificed to the nation. The nation exists 
only for the purpose of guarding and protecting the 
individuality of men and women. Walt Whitman 
has told us that: * The whole theory of the universe 
is directed to one single individual—namely, to you." 

And be has also told us that the greatest city— 
the greatest natior—is “where the citizen is the 
head and the ideal.” 

And that 


The greatest city is that which has the greatest man or 
woman. 


If it be but a few ragged huts, it is still the greatest city in 
the whole worid. 

By thia test, maybe the greatest city on the con- 
tinent to-night is Oamden. 

This poet has asked of us this question: 

What do you suppose will satisfy the suul, except to walk 
free and own no superior? 

The man who asks this question has left no im. 
press of his lips in the dust, and has no dirt upon 
his knees. 

He carries the idea of individuality to its utmost 
hight: 


Judge not as the judge judges, but as the sun falling upon a 


woman: 


What do you suppose I have intimated to you in a hundred | & 


ways - ar 


But that man or woman is as good as God ? 3 
And that there is no God any more divine than yourself ? 


Giorying in individuality, in the freedom of the 


soul, he cries out: 


Oh, the joy of suffering! 
To struggle against great odds; 


To meet enemies undaunted ; 


To be entirely alone with them—to find out how much I can 


stand; 
To look atrife, torture, prison, popular odium, death, face to 
face; 
To mount the scaffold—to advance to the muzzle of guns— 
with perfect. nonchalance— N 
To be indeed a god. ; 
Walt Whitman is willing to stand alone. 
sufficient unto himself, and he says: 
Henceforth I ask not good fortune —I am good fortune. 
Strong and content I travel the open road. 
I am one of those who look carelessly into faccs of 
Presidents and Governors as to say, '* Who are you?” 


And not only this, but he has the courage to say: 
“Nothing—not God—is greater to one than one's 
self.” Walt Whitman is the poet of Individuality— 


He is 


the defender of the rights of each for the sske of 


all—and his sympathies are as wide as the world: 
He is the defender of the whole race. o UE 
VI. 
HUMANITY. : 

The great poet is intensely human—infinitely sym- 
pathetic—ontering into the joys and griefs of otherr, 
bearing their burdens, knowing their sorrows. 
Brain without heart is not much; they must act 
together. When the respectable people of the 


North, the rich, the successful, were willing to carry. 


out the Fugitive Slave law, Walt Whitman said: 


I am the wounded slave—I wince at the bite of the dogs. 

Hell and despair are upon me—'‘ Crack” and again ‘‘ crack ” 
the marksmen ; 

I clutch the rails of the fence—my blood drips, thinned with 
the ooze of my skin; 

I fall on the weeds and stones; 

The riders spur their unwilling horses—haul close ; 

Taunt my dizzy ears and beat me with the butts of their 
whips. 

Agonies "a one of my changes of garment. 

I do not ask the wounded person how he feels. 


I, myself, 
become the wounded person. 


I see myself in prison shaped like another man; 
And feel the dull unintermitted pain. 
For me the keepers of convicts shoulder their carbines and 
' keep watch. 
It is I, Jet out in the morning and -barred at night. 
Not a prisoner walks handcuffed to the jail but Iam hand- 
cuffed to him and walk by his side. 


helpless thing. . f 


OI the very worst he had the infinite tenderness 
to say: “Not until the sun excludes you will I ex- 
elude you." ; 

In this age of greed, when houses and lands, and 
stocks and bonds, outrank human life; when gold is 
more of value than blood, these words should be 
read by all: 


When the psalm sings, instead of the singer; 

When the script preaches, instead of the preacher ; 

Wher the pulpit descends and goes, instead of the carver 

. that carved the supporting desk ; 

When I can toucn the body of books, by night or by day, 
and when they touch my body back again; 

When the holy vessels, or the bits of Eucharist, or lath and 
plast procreate as effectually as the young silver- 
smiths or bakers or the masons in their overalls ; 

When the university convinces like a slumbering woman 
and child convince ; 

When the minted gold in the vault smiles like the night- 
watchman’s daughter; 

When warranty deeds loaf in chairs opposite, and are my 
friendly companions; 

I intend to reach them my hand and make as much of them 
as 1 do of men and women like you! 


VII. 


The poet is also a painter, a sculptor—he, too, 
deals in form and color. The great poet is of neces- 
sity a great artist. With a few words he creates 
pictures, filling his canvas with living men and 
women—with those who feel and spesk. Have-you 
ever read the account of the stage-driver’s funeral? 
Let me read it: 


Cold dash of waves at the ferry wharf—posh of ice in the 
river—half frozen mud in the street—a gray discouraged sky 
overhead —short.lasting daylight of twelfth month. 

A hearse and stages —other vehicles: give place—the fu- 
neral of an old Broadway stage-driver—the cortege mostly 
drivers. 

Steady the trot to the cemetery—duly rattles tbe death- 
bell—the gate is passed—the new.dug grave is hollowed out 
—the living slight—the hearse uncloses. m 

The coffin is passed out—lowered and settled—the whip 
is laid on the coffin —the earth is softlv shoveled in. 

The mound above is flattened with the spades. 

Silence: and among them no one moves or speaks. 

I: is done. He is decently laid away. 

I there anything more ? 

e was a good fellow—free mouthed—quick tempered— 
not bad looking—able to take his own part witty “eonshive 
to a slight—ready with life or death for a friend—fond of 
women—gambled—ate hearty—drank hearty—had known 
what it was to be flush—grew low spirited toward the last— 


sickened—was helped by a contribution—died aged forty- 
one years—and that was his funeral. 


Let me read you another description—one of a 


Behold a woman! e 
She looks out from her Quaker cap—her face is clearer 


. 


nd more beautiful than the sky. . 
She sits in an arm chair under the shaded porch of the 
farm house. 

The sun just shines on her old, white head. 

Her ample gown is of cream hued linen. 

Her grandsons raised the flax and her granddaughters 
spun it with the distaff and the wheel. 

The melodious character of the earth. 

The finished—beyond which philosophy cannot go and 
does not wish to go. * 
The justified mother of men. 


Would you hear of an old-time cea fight? 


Would you learn who won by the light of the moon and 
stars ? 

List to the yarn as my grandmother’s father, the sailor, told 
it to me: "HIE 

Our foe was no skulk in his ship, I tell you, said he. 

His was the surly English pluck, and there is no tougher or 
truer, and never was and never will be. 

Long the lower eve he came, horribly raking us. 

We closed with him; tbe. yards entangled, the cannon 
touched. 

My captain lasbed fast with his own hands. 

We had received some eighteen pound shots under the 
water, and on our lower gun deck two large pieces 
had burst at the first fire, killing all around and blow- 
ing up overhead. 

Fighting at sundown; fighting at dark. 

Ten o'clock at night; the full moon well up; our leaks on 
the gain; five feet of water reported. 

The master. at-arms loosing the prisoners confined in the hold 
to give them a chance for themselves 

The transit to and from the magazine is now stopped by the 
sentinels. 

They see so many strange faces they do not know whom to 
trust. 

Our frigate takes fire. 

The other asks if we demand quarter, 

If our colors are struck and the fighting done. 

Now I Jaugh content, for I hear the voice of my little Cap- 
tain, 

** We have not struck,” he composedly cries, ‘‘ we have just 
begun onr part of the fighting.” 

Only three guns in use. 

One is directed by the Captain himself against the enemy’s 
mainmast. 

Two, well served with grape and canister, silences his mus- 
ketry and clears his decks. 

The taps alone second the fire of his little battery, especially 
the maintop. . 

Tey hold out bravely during the whole of the action. 

Not a moments cease, 

The leaks gain fast on the pumps, the fire eats toward the 
powder magazine; one of the pumps has been shot 
away ; it is thought we are sinking. 

Serene stands the little Captain, 

He is not hurried ; his voice neither high nor low. 

His eyes give more light to us than our battle lanterns. 

Toward twelve, there in the beams of the moon, they sgur- 
render to us. - 

Stretched and still lies the midnight, 

Two great huiks motionless on the breast of the darkness, 

Our vessel riddled and slowly sinking, preparations to pass 
to the one we have conquered. 

The captain on the quarter deck coolly giving his orders 
through a countenance white as a sheet ; 

Near by, the corpse of the child that served in the cabin; 

'The dead face of an old salt, with long white hair and care- 
fully curled whiskers. 

The famos spite of all ıhat can be done, flecked aloft and 
below, 

The husky voices of the two officera yet fit for duty. 

Formless stacks of bodies and bodies by themselves, dabs of 
flesh upon the masts and spars; 

Cut of cordage, tangle of rigging, slight shock of the sooth 
of waves; 

Black and impassive guns, litter of powder parcels, strong 
scent. 

A few large stars overhead, silent and mournful, shining; - 
delicate sniffs of sea breeze, smells of sedge grass and 
fields by the shore; death messages given in charge 
to survivors. 

The hiss of the surgeon’s knife, the gnawing teeth of his 


saw, 
Wheeze, cluck, swash of falling blood, short, wild scream, 
long, dull, tapering groan. 

Some people say that this is not poetry—that it 
lacks measure and rhyme. 

VIII. 
WHAT IS POETRY? 

The whole world ie engaged in the invisible com- 
merce of thought. That is to say, in the exchange 
ef thoughts by words, symbols, sounds, colors, and 
forms. The motions of the silent, invisible world, 
where feeling glows and thought flames—that con- 
tains all seeds of action—sre made known only by 
sounds and colors, forms, rbjects, relations, uses, and 
qualitiee—so that the visible universe is a dictionary, 
an aggregation of symbols, by which and through 
which is carried on the invisible commerce of thought. 
Each object is capable of many meanings, or of being 
used in many ways to convey ideas or states of feel- 
ing or of facts that take place in the world of the 
brain. , 

The greatest poet is the one who selects the best, 
the most appropriate symbols to convey the best, 
the highest, the sublimest thoughts. Each man oc- 
cupies a world of his own. He is the only citizen of 
his world. He is subj-ct and sovereign, and the 
best he can do is to give the facts concerning the 
world in which he lives to the citizens of other 
worlds. No two of these worlds are alike. They 
are of all kinde, from the flat, barren, and uninterest- 
ing—from the small and shriveled and worthless— 
to those whose rivers and mountains and seas and 
constellations belittle and cheapen the visible world. 
The inhabitants of these marvelous worlds have been 
the singers of songs, utterers of great speech—the 
creators of art. e 

And here lies the difference between creators and 
imitators: the creator tells what passes in his own 
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world—the imitator does not. The imitator abdi- 
‘cater, and by the fact of imitation falls upon his 
knees. He is like one who, hearing a traveler talk, 
pretends to others that he has traveled. 
In nearly all lands, the poet has been privileged— 
for the sake of beauty, they have allowed him to speak, 


and for that reason he has told the story of the op-- 


pressed, and has excited the indignation of honest 
men and even the pity of tyrants. He, above all 
others, has added to the intellectual beauty of the 
world. He has been the true creator of language, 
and has left his impress on mavkind. 

What I have said is not only frue of poetry—it is 
true of all speech. All are compelled to use the 
visible world as a dictionary. Words have been in 
vented and are being invented—for the reason that 
new powers are found in the old symbols, new qual- 
ities, relatione, uses, and meanings. The growth of 
language is necessary on account cf the development 
of the human mind. The savage needs but few sym- 
bole—the civilized many—the poet most of all. 

The old idea was, however, that the poet must be 
arhymer. Before printing was known, it was said: 
the rhyme assists the memory. That excuse no 
longer exists. 

Is rhyme a necessary part of poetry? In my 
judgment, rhyme is à hindrance to expression. The 
rhymer is compelled to wander from his sub 
ject—to say more or less than he means—to intro- 
duce irrelevant matter that interferes continually 
with the dramatic action and is a perpetual obstruc- 
tion to sincere utterance. 

All poems, of necessity, must be short. The 
highly and purely poetic is the sudden bursting into 
blossom of a great and tender thought. The plant- 
ing of the seed, the growth, the bud and flower must 
be rapid. The spring must be quick and warm—the 
soil perfect, the sunshine and rain enough—every- 
thing should tend to hasten, notbing to delay. In 
poetry, as in wit, the crystallization must be sudden. 

The greatest poems are rhythmical. While rhyme 
is a hindrance, rhythm seems to be the comrade of 
the poetic. Rhythm has a natural foundation. Under 
emotion, the blood rises and falls, the muscles con- 
tract and relax, and this action of the blood is as 
rhythmical as the rise and fall of the sea. In the 
highest form of expression, the thought should be in 
harmony with this natural ebb and flow. 

The highest poetic truth is expressed in rhyth- 
mical form. I have sometimes thought that an idea 
selects its own words, chooses its own garments, and 
that when the thought has possession, absolutely, of 
the speaker or writer, he unconsciously allows the 
thought to clothe itself. 


The great poetry of the world keeps time with the. 


winds and the waves. 

I do not mean by rhythm a recurring accent at 
accurately measured intervals. Perfect time is the 
death of music. There should always be room for 
eager haste and delicious delay, and whatever change 
there may be in the rhythm or time, the action itself 
should suggest perfect freedom. 

A word more about rhythm. I believe that cer- 
tain feelings and passions—joy, grief, emulation, re 
venge, produce certain molecular movements in the 
brain—that every thovght is accompanied by certain 
physical phenomena. Now it may be that certain 
sounds, colors, and forms produce the same molecular 
action in the brain that accompanies certain feelings, 
and that these sounds, colors, and forms produce 
first, the molecujar movements and these in their 
turn reproduce the feelings, emotions, aad states of 
mind capable of producing the same or like molecular 
movements. So that what we call heroic music, prc- 
duces the same molecular action in the brain—the 
same physical changes—that are produced by the 
real feeling of heroism; that the sounds we call 
plaintive produce the same molecular movement in 
the brain that grief, or the twilight of grief, sct- 
vally produces. There may be a rhythmical molec- 
ular movement belonging to each state of mind, 
that accompanies each thought or passion, and it 
may be that music, or painting, or sculpture, pro- 
duces the same state of mind or feeling that pro- 
duces the music or painting or sculpture, by produc- 
ing the same molecular movements. 

All arts are born of the same spirit, and express 
like thoughts in different ways—that is to say, they 
produce like states of mind and feeling. The 
seulptor, the painter, the composer, the poet, the 
orator, work to the same end, with different ma- 
terials. The painter expresses through form and 
color and relation; the sculptor through form and 
relation. The poet also paints and chisels—his 
words give form, relation, and color. His statues 
and his paintings do not crumble, neither do they 
fade, nor will they as long as language endures. 
The composer touches the passions, produces the 
very states of feeling produced by the painter and 
sculptor, the poet and orator. In all these there 
must be rbythm—that is to say, proportion—that 
is to say, harmony, melody. 

So that the greatest poet is the one who ideal- 
izes the common, who gives new meanings to old 


symbols, who transfigures the ordinary things of | pocrisy has a venerable look, and that it relies „on 


life. He must deal with the hopes and fears, and 
with the experiences of the people. 
The postic is not the exceptional. A perfect pcem 


is like a perfect day. It has the undefinable charm | 


of naturalness and ease. It must not appear to be 
the result of great labor. We feel, in spite of our- 
selver, that man does best thet which he does easiest. 

The great poet is the instrumentality, not always 
of his time, but of the best of his time, and he must 
be in unison and accord with the ideals of his race. 
The. sublimer he is, the simpler he is. The thoughts 
of the people must be clad in the garments of feel- 
ing—the words must be known, apt, familiar. The 
hight must be in the thought, in the sympathy. 

In the olden time they used to have May day 
parties, and the prettiest child was crowned Queen 
of May. Imagine an old blacksmith and his wife 
looking at their little daughter clad in white and 
crowned with roses. They would wonder while they 
looked at her, how they ever came to have so beauti- 
ful a child. It is thus that the poet clothes the in- 
tellectusl children or ideals of the people. They 
must not be gemmed and garlanded beyond the rec- 
ognition of their parents. Out from all the flowers 
and beauty must look the eyes cf the child they 

now. 

We have grown tired of gods and goddesses in art. 
Milton’s heavenly militia excites our laughter. Light- 
nouses have driven sirens from the dargerous coasts. 
We have found that we do not depend on the imag- 
ination for wonders—there are millions of miracles 


under our feet. 


Nothing can be more marvelous than the common 
and everyday facts cf life. The phantoms have been 
cast aside. Men and women are enough for men and 
women. In their lives is all the tragedy and all the 


comedy that they can comprehend. 


The painter no longer crowds his canvas with the 
winged and impossible—he paints life as he sees it, 
people as he knows them, and in whom he is inter- 
ested. “The Angelus,” the perfection of pathos, is 
nothing but two peasants bending their heads in 
thankfulness as they hear the solemn sound of the 
distant bell—two peasants, who have nothing to be 
thankful for—nothing but weariness and want, noth- 
ing but the crusts that they soften with their 
iears—nothing. And yet as you look at that picture 
you feel that they have something besides to be 
thankful for—that they have life, love, ard hope— 
and so the distant bell makes music in their simple 
hearte. 

IX. 


The attitude of Whitman toward religion has not 
been understood. Towards al! forms of worship, to- 
wards all creeds, he has maintained the attitude of 
absolute fairness. He does not believe that Nature 
has given her last message to man. He does not be- 
lieve that all has been ascertained. He denies that 
any sect has written down the entire truth. He be- 
lieves in progress, and, so believing, he says : 

We can consider bibles and religions divine. I do not 
say they are not divine. I say they haveall grown out of us 
and may grow out of us still. It is not they who give the 
life. Itis you who give the life. 

My thoughts are hymns of the praise of things; 
In the dispute on God and eternity I &m silent. 

Have you thought there could be but a single Supreme? 
There can be sny number,of Supremes. Oxe does not coun- 
teryail another any more than one eyesight countervails an- 
other. 

Upon the great questions, as to the great problems, 
he feels only the serenity of a great and well-poised 
soul. - E 
No array of terms can say how much I am at peace about 

God and about death. 

I hear and behold God in every object, not understanding 

. God, not in the least. 

Nor do I understand who there can be more wonderful 
than myselt. 

In the faces of men and Women I see God, and in my face 
in the glass. 

I find letters from God dropped in the street and every 
one is signed by God's name. ` 

The whole visible world is regarded by him as a 
revelation, and so is the invisible world, and with 
this feeling he writes : 

Not objecting to special revelations—considering a curl of 
smoke or a hair on the back of my hand just as curi- 
ous as any revelation. 

The. creeds do not satisfy, the old mythologies are 
not enough ; they are too narrow at best, giving only 
hints and suggestions ; and feeling this lack in that 
which has been written and preached, Whitman says: 
Magnifying and applying come I; 

Outbidding at the start the old cautious hucksters ; 

Taking myself the exact dimensions of Jehovah; 

Lithographing Kronos, Zeus his son and Herkules his grand- 


BON; 
Buying drafts of Osiris, Isis, Belus, Brahm, and Buddha ; 
In my portfolio placing Manito alone—Alah on a leaf—the 
- crucifix engraved à 
With Odin acd the hideous face of Mexitli and every idol 
. and image— 
Taking them all for what they are worth, and not a cent 
more. 

Whitman keeps open house. He is intellectuallv 
hospitable. He extends his hand to anew ides. He 
does not accept a creed because it is wrinkled and 
old and has a long white beard. He knows that :hy- 


e 


looks nd masks—on stupidity—and fear. Neither 
does h reject or accept the new because it is new. 
He wants the truth, snd s9 he welcomes all until he 
knows just who and what they are. 


X. 
PHILOSOPHY. 
Walt Whitman is a philosopher. 
The more a man has thought, the more he has 


studied, the more he haa traveled intellectually, the 
less certain he is. 
fectly satisfied that they know. To the common 
man the great problems are easy. He hag no trouble 
in accounting for the universe. 
origin and destiny of man and the why and the 
wherefore of things. 
special providence, and is egoietic enough to suppose 
that everything that happens in the universe hsp- 
pens in reference to him. 


Only the very ignorant are per- 


He oan tell you the 


As a rule, he is a believer in 


A colony of red ants lived at the foot of the Alps. 


It happened one day, that an avalanche destroyed 


the hill; and one of the ants was heard to remark: 


* Who could have taken so much trouble to destroy 
our home ?” 


Walt Whitman walked by the side of the sea 
“where the fierce old mother endlessly cries for her 


castaways,” and endeavored to think out, to fathom 
the mystery of being; and he says: 


I too, but signify, at the utmost, à little washed up drift, 
Afew sands and dead leaves gathered together—merging 


myself as part of the sands and drift. 


Aware, now, that amid all the blab whose echoes recoil 


upon me, I have not once had the least idea of who 
or what I am. 


But that for all my insolent poems, the real me still stands 


untouched, untold, altogether unreached, 
Withdrawn afar, mocking me with mock congratulatory 
signs and voices, 


With peals of distant ironical laughter at every word I have 


written or shall write, 

Striking me with insults as I fall helpless on the sand. 

I perceive I have not understood anything, not a single 
object; and that no man ever can. 

There is in our language no profounder poem than 
the one entitled “ H:emental Drifts.” 

The effort to find the origin of things has ever 
been, and will forever be, fruitless. Those who en- 
deavor to find the secret of life resemble a man look- 
ing in the mirror, who thinks that if he only could be 
quick enough he could grasp the image that he 
sees behind the glass. 

The latest word of this poet upon this subject is 
as follows: 

“To me this life with all its realities and functions 
is finally a mystery, the real something yet to be 
evolved, end the stamp and shape and life here 
somehow given an important, perhaps the main, 
outline to something further. Somehow this hangs 
over everything else, and stands behind it, is inside 
of all facts, and the concrete end material and 
the worldly affairs of life and sense. That is the 
purport and meaning behind all the other meanings, 
of Leaves or Grass.” 

Asa matter of fact the questions of origin and 
destiny are beyond the grasp of the human mind. 
We can see a Certain distance; beyond that every- 
thing is only indistinct ; and beyond the indistinct is 
the unseen. In the presence of these mysteries— 
and everything is a mystery so far as Origin, destiny, 
and nature are concerned—the intelligent, honest 
man is compelled to say, ‘I do not know." 

In the great midnight a few truths like stars 
shine on forever—and from the brain of man come 
a few struggling gleams of light—a few momentary 
sparks. 

Some have contended that everything is spirit ; 
others that everything is matter; and again, others 
who maintained that a part is matter and a part is 
spirit ; some that spirit was first and matter after ; 
others that matter was first and spirit afier; and 
others that matter and spirit have existed together. 

But none of these people can by any possibility 
tell what matter is, or what spirit ie, or what the 
difference is between epirit and matter. 

The materialists look vpon the spiritualists as 
substantially crazy ; and the spiritualists regard the 
materialista as low and groveling. These spiritual- 
istic people hold matter in contempt ; but, after all, 
matter is quite a mystery. You take in your hand a 
little earth—a little dust. Do you know what it is? 
In this dust you put a seed; the rain falls upon it ; 
the light strikes it ; the seed grows; it bursts into 
blossom ; it produces fruit. 

What is this dust—this womb? Do you under- 
stand it? Is there anything in the wide universe 
more wonderful than this ? 

Take a grain of sand, reduce it to powder, take 
the smallest possible particle, look at it with a micro- 
scope, contemplate its every part for days, and it re- 
mains the citadel of a secret—an impregnable fortress. 
Bring all the theologians, philosophers, and scientists 
in serried ranks against it; let them attack on every 
side with ali the arts and arms of thought and force. 
The citadel does not fall. Over the battlements 
floats the flag and the victorious secret smiles at the 
baffled hosts. 

Walt Whitman did not and does not imagine that 
he has reached the limit—the end of the road 

(Continued on page 700.) 
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Communications. 


The Spiritualist’s Idea of Man. 


Ia Tus Trova Seexer of Ostober 18th I find a 
somewhat lengthy dissertation by Julian Marcellas 
on the “ Ideslist's Idea of Man,” followed up by our 
friend Otto Wettstein with the “ Materialist's Idea of 
Man.” And I think that a fitting topic to follow 
should be the “Spiritualist’s Idea of Man.” 

The idealist argues his hope of immortality based 
on the difference of inorganic and organic matter ; 
the inorganic being under control of and subject to 
the chemical laws of nature, while organized life is 
to a great extent under the control of a force or 
entity—an intelligent force we may say—which 
resides within its confines, and controls its move- 
‘mente, etc. Matter as such is inert; not that the 
particles of a mass of matter are dead, as Otto 
pleases to state we infer, but no mass of inorganic 
matter has any power to move its bulk from place tc 
place. The motions of any mass of inorganic matter 
are purely chemical or molecular. There is no con- 
sciousness of the forces exerted upon it by the laws 
of chemisiry. The mass does not know when it 
moves, but it simply obeys the laws of nature or the 
propelling force, hence is inert. So when put in 
motion the mass has no power or choice to stop, but 
would go on eternelly if not met and overcome or 
its direction changed or stopped. Therefore when 
Oito declares that matter is not inert and argues 
against the law of inertia on the ground of molecular 
action, he simply shows that he misapprehends the 
subject under discussion. Now, on the contrary, 
when a mass of matter is moved about, as is shown 
by organized beings, it also shows that such mass 
contains s force, an intelligently acting power, which 
can move a mess of organized matter on a plane 
‘much higher than that of inorganic materials. 
Don’t you see, Otto? The idealist is therefore right 
when he esffirms that the matter so moving about 
and manifesting intelligence must contain something 
more than mere chemical or molecular life. And 
when friend Oito asserts that the idea of inertia as 
applied to matter is becoming exploded, he greatly 
errs. No scientist will so affirm. Osan he point me 
out the man who from a scientific standpoint does 
so affirm? No, sir. The law of inertia is as firm 
and true as nature itself, and those who say differ- 
ently do not hav any grounds upon which to make 
such statement. The man who does not comprehend 
the difference between a man who moves and a cart 
wheel whìch rolls is a poor materialistic philosopher. 

The same laws which pertain to matter—tbat is, 
chemical force—act both on or in organic and inor- 
ganic matter, and from the peculiar combination of 
organic matter they act with even greater force and 
action than on the mags of inorganic matter. And 
yet above all this there is an intelligent, ennobling 
force, which has hopes, fears, desires, and impulses, 
grand beyond description. The Materialist, bent on 
pulling this grand idea down, and holding man’s 
aspirations down in the bog and mud, will not allow 
him to soar upward, and at last tear himself away 

. from gross materiality, but when he does go escape 
decleres him dead. 

My friend Oito, you ean depend on this, matter 
unorganized has no power to move itself, nor any 
power to stop itseif. If you do not wind one of 
your watches it will run down, and bas no power to 
wind itself into motion, though in time the chemical 
effects of oxygen and hydrogen will eat it up and 
make its particles fine enough to be cast about by 
the sir. Not so with a man; hə knows how to wind 
himself up, how to supply his wants and maintain 
his physical and mental well-being. 

The Materialist insists that all this life, intelligence, 

' and motion is the result of the secret chemical 
forces resident in matter. That is, he attributes the 
properties of intelligence to inorganic matter. Inor- 
ganic matter he thinks can organize itself into an 
intelligent organic being. He admits that matter per 
se is not intelligent, no single atom can change itself 
into anything else. An atom of gold can never 
become an atom of silver or of anything else, it must 
forever remain gold and nothing else; as an atom 
it has no intelligence. But, he argues, when it com- 
bines with millions of other atoms, equally unintelli- 
gent, they form an organized being manifesting 
intelligence. Now, this is the hight of absurdity ! 
He tries to show by electricity, which is caused by 
friction, and is a form of heat, an effect analogous to 

. mind. Whyso? Electricity is simply heat evolved, 
which was contained in the matter from which it 
was taken. There is no more relation or similarity 
between electricity and mind than between mind and 
a piece of rock. He says, “Mind, consciousness, 
individuality, memory, etc., are purely the result of 
living, complex organic bodies which in their perfect 
living state generate these mental forces or proc- 
esses, very much as a battery generates electricity.” 

Now please observe that electricity is analogous to 
latent heat, has simply been evolved, was beforehand 
contained in the battery ; but mind, intelligence, love, 
wit or humor, desire, memory, etc.—was that contained 


in the meat, potatoes, and cabbage composing my 
dinner, or does it reside in any of the organs of my 
body? 

Is it in the bones, tendons,.muscles, or fibers, or 
even in the insensate brain? Do you not see that 
the consciousness is not one thing only, but a multi- 
plicity of feelings and desires? In fact, the mind of 
man is almost limitless in its aspirations and emo- 
tions, and does not depend but little upon what we 
eat or drink, so that the health of the body is not 
impaired. . 

To gay that mind is a result of matter, especially 
when we say that matter has no mind to start with, 
is an assumption, end is arguing that something is 
the direct result of nothing, or that mind, the most 
important thing of life, comes from nothing, or out of 
mindless matter. If we admit that mind is contained 
in matter, then there is no reason to argue against 
its immortality, for it would not follow because a 
portion of matter decays that the mind which had 
been generated from it would also cease to exist, for 
the matter which produces so fine an organization 
may hav produced a.much finer body or spirit in 
which the mind could, under new conditions, continue 
to liv and manifest its acquired intelligence. To 
ergue that when the body dies the spirit must also 
die, would be equivalent to saying that when the 
mother dies the child must die also. We see, how- 
ever, that the child is a distinct individuality pro- 
duced by the mother, but being uo longer dependent 
upon her body and mind for life, will continue to liv 
ou when she dies. 

The Materialist argues that as a spirit it must hav 
always lived, must hav always been an entity, or bav- 
ing had a beginning it must hav an end. 

Why such an inference? The child did not liv 
before its mother. In truth and probability, the 
child inherited all its mind from its parents; it had 
no existence as a mind until the physical and mental 
forces of its parents were brought together, and yet 
when either or both of its progenitors died the child 
remained strong and healthy, because by the laws cf 
being it had set up an independent existence and 
there was no necessity for its death because the 
parents died ; so with the spirit of man, when it has 
attained to all the intelligence and life it can obtain 
from the organization of matter, it will hav developed 
from the finer elements of matter a spiritual body in 
which to liv on in a more purely mental sphere than 
this life is fitted for, and there is no more reason why 
it should not continus to liv than there is why it 
should hav lived before its mother. Such ideas are 
simply absurd. 

To say that because a thing has a beginning it 
muat of a necessity hav an end amounts to nothing 
when we consider the constant and everlasting change 
of matter and things. You might with the same 
propriety argue that a child could never grow into a 
man. As matter is eternal and indestructible, why 
may not mind be also? 

It will be seen then, that for proofs of immortality 
we must seek in the realm of the spiritual forces, 
and by a careful observation of the phenomena 
of the later developments cf Spiritualism can 
they be established, and in no other way. We may 
argue as we please, the idealist may idealize and 
the Materialist may materialize, so to speak, but the 
only way to settle the question is to observe the 
manifestations of intelligence given through inde- 
pendent slate-writing, rapping, table-tipping, and 
the movement of physical objects which appeal to 
the intelligence of the man and identify his spirit 
from knowledge which no one else could impart; 
and if the spirit can materialize, all the better. The 
fact that so many hav cheated and defrauded for the 
sake of getting a living ont of that desire, is bad 
enough, and no wonder that so many hav become 
disgusted with the subject; but if anyone is really 
anxious to obtain some evidence of a future life, and 
will go alone, and sincerely desires a knowledge of 
the spirit world, there is no doubt in my mind he 
can be satisfied of the truth, but he or she will hav 
to test the subject by an unbiased and, as far as pos- 
sible, an unprejudiced mind. 

The spirits, who can read your minds, will permit 
no egotistic nonsense in the matter, and you will be 
most likely to draw to yourselvs just such a class of 
spirits as agree with your own feelings and desires. 

Otto infers that because during the carboniferous 
ages no organic life (animals) could hav existed on 
this earth, therefore no spirits could hav existed. 
Why not? The atmosphere a thousand feet or so 
above the mountains may hav been alive with spirit- 
ual life. In fact, it has been thought that all organic 
beings, from the infusoria to man, originated in those 
localities, away from the earth in those higher re- 
gions which were first cooled off. In the upper air 
these sprites began to develop, and when the earth 
was cool enough, they began to descend and filled 
the lands and seas. The chalk beds of England, 
three thousand feet thick, are but the cast-off 
shells of these uncountable billions of organic beings, 
and they all came down from the upper air—first one 
kind, then another, and, finally, why may not all 
organic life hav descended in the same way, becom- 
ing more and more material until the present form 

* 


of solidity corresponding to the state of the globe 
was brought about? Otto objects that force can be 
superior to matter. He insists that matter is the 
thing and force only an attribute. Now, for instance, 
the cart and the horse is a sample, the cart is every- 
thing and the horse which moves it only an attribute. 
Or a man and a rock; when the man takes a crowbar 
and moves the rock to some desirable ples the force 
of the man was merely an attribute of the rock and 
the crowbar, the rock and the bar were the essential 
things, the force and the man, or his mind, mere 
attributes. This is the kind of sophistical reasoning 
of the Materialist. The mind is nothing, the ma- 
terial which it moves is everything. So the man 
who forces his body about manifesting life is a mere 
attribute of his own body. In fact, it is the body 
which is boss, and * kerflummuxes” his mind about. 
as its chemical and molecular changes compel. He 
goes on to say, “There is no such thing as force and 
matter; matter is the only abstract existence, force 
its attribute. Matter divested of force, or force 
divested of matter, is impossible.” Now, in my opin- 
ion this is just as absurd as the Christian Scientiat’s 
claim that nothing exists but mind. Otto asserts 
that nothing exists but matter. Such gener- 
alizations lead otherwise clear minds into the most 
irrational absurdities. To say that there is nothing 
in the world but mind and matter, and in the next 
breath sey tbat all is matter, or mind, is equally 
nonsensical. To see a mass of matter being moved 
by some independent force or forces, and call it an 
attribute of the thing moved, is too absurd to cou- 
template, and no language or illustrations can be 
ridiculous enough to meet the assertion. To admit 
this philosophy for a moment, is to assert that the 
lowest form of inorganic matter, or that farthest re- 
moved from mind and force, is the most superior 
form cf it. Now we hav always been led to believe 
that the highest forms of matter, and those nearest 
the properties of force and thought, were the more 
excellent, but it seems this is to be ignored and the 
undeveloped condition made the more important, or 
at least the equal of any. To look at all the vast 
productions of the intellect of man upon land and 
sea, to see his mechanical achievements, his mental 
qualifications, and his ability to move nations by the 
superior results of thought alone, and without the 
motion of a muscle, and then put bim down ss a 
mere automaton, is belittling humanity and degrad- 
ing the most magnificent things to the level of a 
mud pile. 

Oh, no! The world is progressing, mind is ad- 
vancing, and the time is coming when the ability to 
govern and control matter will be enhanced a thou- 
sand fold over the present. Now we handle eleotrio- 
ity and some of the higher forms of maíter and 
force; then the present achievements will seem as 
but the alphabet of nature’s vast volumes. This 
will happen when man will not be considered a mere 
automaton, but a mental and moral force. 

Wilkes Barre, Pa. J. R. PERRY. 

— eo — 
The Cause in Washington. 


The present standing of work as to religious ex- 
ercises in public schools is as follows: While a care- 
fully prepared presentation cf the law and facte, 
backed by arguments and appeals to one's sense of 
justice, hav resulted in the cessation of religious ex- 
ercises in most of our publie schools, yet there are 
a number of places in the state where the school 
boards are willful, stubborn, defiant, and in some dis- 
tricts the teachers hav resorted to every mean, petty . 
persecution of the children of those parents who hav 
made protests against the injustice of forcing their 
children to daily repeat the Lord’s prayer. 

To end this throughout the state, a case must be 
decided of sufficient moment to be generally com- 
mented on by the press throughout the state. Fail- 
ing in this,a test case before the courts is an absolute 
necessity. 

The directors of the Washington Secular Union 
hav decided that an appeal! shall be made to the 
school board of this city (Seattle), as we hav dis- 
covered that one of the teachers compels the chil- 
dren to racite the Lord’s prayer in concert. We de- 
sire to resort to every laudable means to, if possible, 
avoid litigation. If this city school board refuse our 
request, then we hav no resource but the courts. 
But we are hopeful of their compliance with right, 
justice, and the law; and that the publicity we can 
giv their decision will induce all the law-defying 
school boards and teachers to reform. 

Sunday law reform is progressing, but against op- 
position. Rev. Wilbur Crafts, the able, fanatical 
secretary of the National Sabbath Union (with 
abundance of funds, for the fanatics back up their 
opinions with their cash), has been in the state, mak- 
ing his headquarters in Tacoma. He is very subtle, 
and sends out instructions to his emissaries to all 
the cities of the state how to use underhand schemes 
to favor their designs. Realizing it is contrary 
alike to the letter and spirit of our constitution to 
make religious laws, they make catspaws of the bar- 
bers and store clerks. The ory is: Oh, dear, no; it 
is not a religious movement. Religion has nothing. 
to do with it, It ig merely to insure to the poor 
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tired workers the needed rest on the Lord’s day. 

We are now in the midst of a big fight. The bar- 
bers, finding they could not obtain the passage of 
an ordinance by the city council to enforce Sunday 
closing, fell back, at dictation of Orafis emissaries, 
on an old territorial statute. They arrested three 
barbers for keeping open shop on Sunday. Two of 
them were scared into paying $25 and costs. Mr. 
Samuel Ohristopher, a Liberal and member of the 
Washington Secular Union, fought the issue, and as 
in duty bound the Union resolved to defend him in 
his constitutional rights. Our president and Mr. 
McDivitt appeared before Justice Miller, changed 
venue to Justice Rivers, and entered demurrer and 
motion to discharge the prisoner—first, because un- 
der the complaint he had not committed any cffense 
against the law; second, that the statute under 
which the complaint was made was repealed by the 
adoption of the constitution, which guarantees “ ab- 
solute freedom of religious sentiment, belief, and 
worship to every individual, and no one shall be disa- 
turbed in person or property on account of religion.” 

On Thursday the case was argued, Mr. Richard 
Winsor making a most able, eloquent, and convinc- 
ing speech. On Monday Judge Rivers, who had 
reserved his decision, gave judgment in our favor 
and Mr. Obristopher was discharged, it being decided 
that the wording of the statute did not apply to a 
person following their trade, craft, or avccation, but 
only to opening places of business for trade—that is, 
sale or barter. Rage filled the hearts of the goody- 
goody, pious bigots. On Monday the members of 
three leading clothing firms were arrested. One of 
them, H. Hershberg, is a member of our Union. All 
declare intention to fight the case. We hav the 
three most able and eloquent lawyers of the city 
retained for the defense, Richard Winsor, James H. 
Lowie, and Gon. J. B. Metcalf. They moved to dis- 
miss the complaint on three ground:—first, because 
the Sunday-closing law is contrary to the spirit of 
the constitution ; second, because it is contrary to a 
clause of the constitution which expressly excepts 
this law from being in force; third, because cases of 
this kind must be founded on an information filed 
by the prosecuting attorney, the same as if they were 
before a grand jury. Judge Miller set the hearing 
of the case for Friday at 3 pu. There is a very 
great interest manifested in the case. We hav law, 
reason, right, common sense, and justice all on our 
side, but we hav the bitter prejudice and fanatical 
z3al of Sunday devotees in opposition. They are 
united, well organized, and hav pledged ample 
means and generous support to the district attorney 
in conducting the prosecution (persecuticn), and hav 
provided, at their own cost, able associate counsel to 
Assist him. 

We are repelling the malignant onslaughts of the 
enemy, not in behalf cf individuals only, but princi- 
ples; not alone to secure free exercise of our consti- 
tutional rights in this city, but of all the people 
throughout the state. 

Never was the neceasity of earnest ccoperation 
and efficient organization of Liberals made more 
apparent. What are yov going to do about it? 

C. B. Rzysorps, Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 

2 104 Siath st, Seattle. Wash. 
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Sunday Reflections. 

Nature's mighty miracle is still over and around us; and 
hence our wonder and reverence remain to be the inherit- 
ance of humanity.—John G. Whittier. 

After reading Mr. Longshore’s essay on immortal- 
ity in Taz Trova Seeger of July 19th, which in its 
range was too far-reaching or vague for my full com- 
prehension, I took an hours walk, during which 
some questions presented themselva which I found 
not easy to answer. Within an easy hour's ride, and 
only a few miles from the greatest summer resort in 
the United States, Saratoga, during certain hours on 
the main road out may be seen hundreds of equipages, 
and thousands of gaily dressed ladies and gentlemen, 
attended by coachmen and servants in livery. And 
in eight of that thoroughfare which so many pass and 
repass, is a deserted burial-place, on & barren sand 
knoll covered with stunted pines and other trees, 
some of them of twenty years’ growth, some standing 
on the graves aud others fallen. The standing mon- 
uments designate about a dozen buried, the last date 
some forty years ago. I asked myself, when another 
forty years is past how many of those daily rolling by 
seeking pleasure, enjoying life, killing time, eto., will 
remain? And will any traces of this barren and de- 
serted sand knoll be visible? Will the stunted 
shrubbery, the moss-adorned monuments, remain to 
mark the site of the bones moldering beneath? Itis 
only a question of time when the places. that know 
them now will know them no more forever. 

On my return I heard a surpliced doctor of divin- 
ity read from a book he called the only infallible 
guide: “I believe in the resurrection of the body, 
and the life immortal.” That is, the life immortal 
of that resurrected body. My thoughts went back to 
the neglected sand knoll and the forgotten bones 
Where would they go? What will they do?  Spec- 
ulation is needless, because it is a palpable impossi- 


bility, 


I read from their so-called inspired book of 
Pealms, viii, 4: “What ia man that thou art mindful 
of him?” Again, from Job viii, 17: “ What is man 
that thou ghouldest magnify him; and that thou 
shouldest set thy heart upon him?” Which he an- 
swers in this emphatic way: “For there is hope of 
a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again. 
Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and 


‘the stock thereof die in the ground, yet through the 


scent of water it will bud and bring boughs like a 
plaut. But man dieth and wasteth away. So man 
lieth down, and riseth not; till the heavens be no 
more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their 
sleep.” 

Again I return to the moldering dead, and try to 
make a comparison between the doctor's reading and 
the logic of Job. There is none. The one is a 
demonstration, logically proved. The other an as- 
sumption without proof. Not that alone, but com- 
mon observation and nature’s lawa prove it an impos. 
sibility. i ! 

Again, is there anything, any substance or matter, 
having form or outline, endowed with life, that can 
be when dead resurrected? Or can it be proved 
that life can exist independent of matter ? 

Among the most profound of mysteries, is that 
of life and death. I use the word life, while at the 
same time I do not know what life is. I do not 
know that anyone does. 

And can thought exist independent of matter? I 
believe it will be in a general way admitted that 
animal structure would be inert, incapable of action 
or force, but for that invisible propelling power 
called mind. The mind directs the hand holding the 
pen to write out the thought. Would the limbs 
move, or the body be carried along, if the mind did 
not say so ? 

I oan hardly think this will be disputed. 

Then what do we know of mind? Only that it is 
an invisible force that acts under conditions. And 
does it continue on in an endless round of progres- 
sion? Is it something or nothing? If something, 
it is immortal, like all existing things, and cannot be 
annihilated. Does anyone know? We hav the state- 
ments of some of the ablest men and women thst 
they do know. How? By experimental test and 
observation. These men and women hay been in 
their investigations Severe, clear in their perceptions, 
and logical in their conclusions. Many names might 
be called ; I will only name three—Juliet H. Sever- 
ance, M.D., Chas. McArthur, and W. H. Burr. 
Shall we accept their testimony as conclusiv? I 
think we are bound to do so by all therules that 
govern testimony in law. All accept many things as 
truth that hav not come within the range of our ob- 
servation. How then can we do otherwise than be- 
lieve that they do know, until we find one competent 
io prove that they do not? It needs more than a 
simple denial, or personal invectiv, which no gentle- 
man will resort to in debate. 

Milwaukee, Wis. J. Van DENBURGE. 
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Would a Writ of Error Release Mr. Heywood ? 
John Orvis in Dr. Foote's Health Monthly. 


I wish to report to you, as the secretary of the 
National Defense Ásseciation, that in company with 
another gentleman, by invitation of Flora and Jose- 
phine Tilton, I accompanied them on a visit to Ezra 
H. Heywood. 

I was surprised to find how splendidly Mr. Hey- 
wood looks, and how nobly he bears himself under his 
duress. 
his confinement. I was struck with the simplicity 
and sweetness of his whole bearing. No railing, 
no fault-finding, no crimination escaped his lips ; 
but while speaking with the deepest earnestness of 
the absolute necessity of standing for the liberty 
of speech, writing, and printing as the very pal- 
ladium of public safety, though his eye softened 
with emotion, his bearing was that of a teacher of 
conquering hosts. Mr. Heywood spoke most feel- 
ingly of the absolute necessity that the people should 
be roused to secure the recognition of the great 
rights for which he contends and suffers. What 


hope is there, he asked, for labor on the advance 


of social reform if anybody, or any power under 
heaven, may interfere with these fundamental rights 
of citizenship? 

It is believed, not without good grounds for it, 
that Mr. Heywood might, with comparativly little 
effort, be released on a writ of error. In such an 
effort it is of the first importance to secure good 
legal talent and experience. "What can the National 
Defense Association do about it? I am myself too 
invalided to do more than put in a “lick” here and 
there, as in writiug this report of my visit. Mr. 
Heywood will outliv his enemies and persecutors. 


When the Shoe Pinehes Them They Cry Out. 


From the Weekly Constitution, Atlanta, Ga. 

The freedom of American institutions, the liberty 
of the press, are great and glorious things. We are 
supposed te enjoy them at home and to boast of 
them abroad, But in spite of this, there are tenden- 


His health has actually improved during 


cies in our government that giv grave cause for 
alarm—tendencies that threaten to usurp the rights 
of the citizen and to undermine our free institutions, 
among the greatest of which is the liberty of the 
press. 

The political party now in power is occupying 
advanced ground on this line and in many respects 
is establishing dangerous precedents. ‘With the high 
government Officials, every man appears to be a law 
unto himself; in other words, he interprets the law 
to suit. his prejudices, places his own construction 
upon it, and issues his edicts ag though he were the 
head and fountain of all law, the judge and censor 
of all people. 

Here, for instance, is a postmaster-general who 
occupies this advanced and unheard-of position; 
who constitutes himself the censor of the press, and 
issues his orders to a host of underlings, to be exe- 
cuted at their discretion—accordirg to whatever 
construction they may place upon them. We see 
him issuing these arbitrary decrees and exceeding 
the authority vested in him; his prejudices are 
great; his judgment weak. An author writes a 
book; the. postmaster-general is & book agent; he 
wants to sell the book; he writes the author to that 
effect. For some reason—this is the case of the 
“Kreutzer Sonata"—the books are not forwarded. 
Then the postmsster-general declares that the book - 
is obscene and issues his decree: It shall not pass 
through the mails! 

We are not taking the part of this particular au- 
thor and his book; it is the principle of the thing 
that we are after, it is the dangerous precedent thua 
established. According to the postmaster-general’s 
strict rules of official propriety, this prohibition must 
be wholesale; it most reach a million books which 
are now being issued in this country, and which, to 
him, may come under this head of ‘‘ obscene ;” it is 
an attack upon Shakspere and other standard works ; 
it is an attack upon the liberty of the press of the 
United States, for scarcely a newspaper is published 
which does not contain one or more columns that 
may offend the acute moral sensibilities of the 
postmaster-general and move him to exercise this 
tyrannical prohibition. . 

He is carrying the thing too far. To bring it 
nearer home, there are one hundred and seventeen 
post-offices in Georgia. Under the precedent estab- 
lished by Mr. Wanamaker each postmaster is a judge 
of what is mailable and unmailable matter. This 
would be right to a certain extent; but are they not 
likely, also, to exceed their authority, place their own 
construction on the law, and carry matters too far? 
Assuredly. An editor may print some article ia his 
paper which would render the whole edition liable 
to seizure, and the business of the paper and its 
patrons might bs seriously affected in consequence. 
The postmaster and his clerks, placing their own 
construction on such an article, could muzzle the 
press and hav the man at their mercy. 

When the lottery law went into effect the Constitu- 
tion struck all lottery advertisments from its col- 
umns, both from its city and mail editions. It has 
been the custom of the weekly Constitution, in 
return for services rendered, to distribute gifts 
among its subscribers. It was not thought that the 
lottery law would be as fer-reaching as this, and so 
it continued to cffer inducements to subscribers as 
of old. After the law went into effect two editions 
of the paper were mailed and went safely to their 
destination. Tke post-office authorities must hav 
known that these editions contained the usual in- 
ducements to subscribers, but no complaint was 
made. It was not until the third edition, in the 
third week after the passage of the lottery law, 
reached the post-office, that anything was said. 
Then, after the edition had been prepared for mail- 
ing, the Constitution was tardily notified that it 
could not pass through the mails—st what loss to 
the paper and its subscribers may be readily imag- 
ined. 

We submit that this was wrong, and that the law 
which makes it possible is wrong. Every newspaper 
in the country will be affected by it; the business of 
each will be crippled and the liberty of the press re- 
stricted. We do not believe that it is the true spirit 
of the law, or that the law was intended to cover the 
legitimate business of newspapers. Encouraged and 
sustained, there is no telling to what lengths it may 
lead. Under its working we can no longer boast of 
the liberty of the press, for the press will hav no 
liberty ; it will find a censor in every postmaster and 
government detectiv, and, in many instances, ignorant 
and prejudiced men will hav it in their power to 
suppress the free speech and actions cf ite shackled 
editors. 

In this connection, it is not going too far to say 
that the freedom, not of the press, but cf the people 
of the whole country, is in danger. When the grest- 
est engin of civilization can be stopped at will, its 
actions censured and its products seized, it is time 
to call a halt: . With the power thus acquired there 
is no knowing to what it may lead. Great conse- 
quences may follow and exercise a fatal influence 
upon our free institutions. . 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
From the Boston Investigator. 

This book contains over three hundred and sixty pages of 
pictorial and literary arguments against the absurd claims 
and doctrins of Christianity. The pictures, of which there 
are nearly two hundred, were designed by Watson Heston, 
and were published in Taz Trurn SzxkzR, during the years 
1886-1889, and are in themselvs powerful aids in showing up 
the foolish pretensions of religion and in exposing the de- 
signs of priestcraft. Mr. Heston deserves to be called the 
artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the 
cause of right and truth. But the pictures do not make up 
the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
‘the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
faleity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those 
who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of the best 
weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever 
been put in the hands of Freethinkers. 


— i69 . 
The Testimonial to Walt Whitman. 


By the kindness of Colonel Ingersoll we are en- 
abled to furnish the readers of Taz Trura SEEKER 
with a complete report of his address at the Testi- 
monial to Walt Whitman. No other paper contains 
it, up to date, and those who read it here ean con- 
sider themselvs favored mortals. 

The beauty and truth of the address are no less 
great than the generosity which prompted the testi- 
monial By it Colonel Ingersoll haa laid at the feet 
of the aged poet wealth sufficient to make a great 
many of his last days more cheerful, and at the same 
time he has again made the world his debtor for 
clothing the noblest ideas in garb so brilliant that 
even the thoughtless will remember them. Poetry 
as well as the poet has been enriched. 

After reading this address, think of the value of a 
religion which caused the managers of a public hali 
in Philadelpbia to refuse it utterance within the 
walls they own! 

ee E 
“ Practical Bible Christianity." 

The editor of a religious journal says that we 
“should read the twelfth chapter of Paul's epiatle to 
the Romans, and learn what practical Bible Ohris- 
tianity is.” 

The chapter is as follows : 


“I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
_ acceptable, unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. For I 
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of bimself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we hav 
many members in one body, and all members hav not the 
same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another. Having then gifts dif- 
fering according to the grace that is given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of 
faith ; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering ; or he that 
teacbeth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: 
he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
Let love be without dissímulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that whch good. Be kindly affectioned 


one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one 
not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving 


another ; 
the Lord ; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continu- 
ing instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of paints : 


given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you: 
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one 
Mind not high things, but condescend to 
Be not wise in your own conceits. 
Provide things honest 
If it be possible, as much as lieth 
Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourselvs; but rather giv place unto wrath; for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 


bless, and curse not. 


toward another. 
men of low estate. 
Recompense to no man evil for evil. 
in the sight of all men. 
in you, liv peaceably with all men. 


Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 


giv him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 


good.” 


By the terms of the assertion we are debarred 
from going outside of the Bible to show whether or 


not this is rea? Christianity, and of course no Ohris- 
tianity can be found in the Old Testament. 


teaching, so must the doctrins taught in the follow- 


ing passages, which are also from the Bible and 
s | of Theodosius, of Olovis, of Justinian, and of Charle- 


therefore as really “ practical Bible Ohristianity " 
is Paul’s good-natured homily. 
We are told (2 Thess. ii, 11) that 


* God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 


believe a lie.” 


We do not assert that this refers to the chapter 
above cited, but when we compare the teaching of 
that chapter with the acts of Ohristians—their 


deceptions, their thefts and robberies, their cruelties, 


their ostentatious professions, their wars, their 


unmerciful conduct toward opponents, their persecu. 
tions, their hatreds of each other, their coldness to 
strangers in their churches, their revengeful spirit, 
their rancorous differences of opinion, their contempt 
for men of low estate and esteem for “high things,” 
their arrogance, their dishonesty—it certainly appears 
plausible that anyone who thinks that the chapter is 
an epitome of Christian doctrin is one to whom God 


has sent strong delusion, that he should believe a 


lie. For if that chapter be Ohristianity, where 
shall we look for, and whenever should we hav 
found, any Ohristians! . 

In chapter twelve of the epistle to the Romans 
Paul recommends honesty (v. 17); but in the third 
chapter he says: 

“For if the truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged as a sinner?” 

Perhaps Paul was trying to make the truth of 
God abound when he recommended the providing of 
honest things, for he admits to the Corinthians that 
he caught them with guile (2 Oor. xii, 16). That, 
we suppose, i8 * practical Bible Ohristianity," as the 
vote buying, slandering of opponents, and deception 
of the people nowadays by Ohristian statesmen is 
“practical politics.” 

Here is another Ohristian dbetrin given by Christ 
himself, and we earnestly desire to know whether it 
is practiced by Christians. Jesus said: 

“ Of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.” 

When Jesus said that did he mean, ask a police 
man to recover the goods, or, let the thief hav 
them? Again: 

“Submit yourselvs to every ordinance of man, 
whether it be to kings as supreme; or unto governors” a 
Peter ii, 19). “Let every soul be subject unto higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God. Whosoever 
therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; 
and they that resist shall receive to themselvs damnation” 
(Rom. xiii, 1, 2). 

“And these sentiments were uttered when a Nero 
sat upon the throne—when -Palestine was being 
crushed beneath the iron heel of despotism— when 
brave and patriotic men were struggling for freedom. 
The Bible has ever been the bulwark of tyranny. 
When the oppressed millions of France were endeav- 
oring to throw off their yoke—when the Washing- 
tons, the Franklins, the Paines, and the Jeffersons 
were contending for American liberty—craven priests 
stood up in the pulpit, opened this book, and 
gravely read: ‘The powers that be are ordained of 
God; they that resist shall receive to themselvs 
damnation.’” Is that practical Bible Christianity ? 

Then here is some more Bible Christianity, pain- 
fully practical : 

** He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned ” (Mark xvi, 16). 

** Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire ? (Matt. 
xxv, 41). 

** These shall go away into everlasting punishment ” (Matt. 


XXV, 49). 


But if 
because this chapter is in the Bible it is Christian 


‘ Cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched” 


(Mark ix, 45). 
** If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrin, 


receive him not into your house” (2 John i, 10). 

In this famous twelfth chapter Paul exhorts the 
brethren to be of the same mind. How he would 
accomplish this be tells in another epistle: 

“ If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that 
ye hav received, let him be accursed ” (Gal. i, 9). 

*I would they were even cut off which trouble you” 
(Gal. v, 12). 

Paul had warrant for this practical eens in 
the teaching of Jesus: 

“ But those mine enemies, which would not that I should 
reign over them, bring hither and slay them before me” 
(Luke xix, 27). 

Jesus made his parables a medium through which 
to teach practical Bible Christianity ; and we will 
do the Christians the justice to say that they hav 
followed the doctrin as faithfully as their opportu- 
nities allowed. ‘ We see earth covered with the yel- 
low bones of murdered heretics and scholars; we 
see the persecutions and butcheries of Constantine, 


magne; we see the Crusades, in which nearly twenty 
millions perish ; we see the followers of Godfrey in 
Jerusalem—see the indiscriminate massacre of men, 
women, and children—see the mosques piled seven 
deep with murdered Saracens—the Jews burnt in 
their synagogs ; we see Cœur de Lion slaughter in 
cold blood thousands of captiv Infidels ; we see the 
Franks in Oonstantinople, plundering, ravishing, 
murdering; we see the Moors expelled from Spain ; 
we see the murder of the Huguenots aud Waldenses 
—the slaughter of German peasants—the desolation 
of Ireland—Holland covered with blood ; we witness 
Smithfield and Bartholomew; we see the Inquisition 
with its countless instruments of fiendish cruelty ; 
we see the Auto-da-fé, where heretics clad in mock- 
ery are led to torture and to death; we see men 
stretched upon the rack, disjointed, and torn limb 
from limb ; we see them flayed alive—their bleeding 
bodies seared with red-hot irons; we see them cov- 
ered with pitch and oil and set on fire; we see them 
hurled headlong from towers to the stony street 
below; we see them buried alive; we see them 
hanged and quartered; we see their eyes bored out 
with heated augers—their tongues torn out—their 
bones broken with hammers—their bodies pierced 
with a thousand needles; we see aged women tied 
to the heels of fiery steeds—see their mangled and 
bleeding bodies dragged over the frozen earth; we 
see babes flung into the flames to perish with their 
mothers, or with their mother sewed in sacks and 
sunk in the sea; in short, on every hand, we see 
hate, torture, death !” 

That was practical Bible Christianity ! 

A good Obristian doctrin taught by John is this: 

** Except ye eat the flesh of the son of man and drink his 
blood, ye hav no life in you? (John vi, 53). 

The practical side of this teaching was a few years 
ago found to be illustrated in Russia. ‘ We hear,” 
said a writer in Harpers Weekly, “of horrid sects 
at present in Russia, practicing cannibal and human 
sacrifices with rites almost more devilish than any 
recorded in history. ‘The communism of the flesh 
of the lamb,’ and ‘the communism of the blood of 
the lamb,’ really seem to hav been invented by the 
lowest demons of the bottomless pit. The subject 
is too revolting to be pursued in detail; it is enough 
to say that an infant seven days old is bandaged over 
the eyes, stretched over a dish, and a silver spoon 
thrust into the side so as to pierce the heart! The 
elect suck the child's blood—that is ‘the blood of 
the lamb! The body is left to dry up in another 
dish full of sage, then crushed into powder and eaten 
—that is ‘the flesh of the lamb!” 

Another bit of practical Bible Ohristianity is the 


New Testament utterances which particularly con- . 


cern the ladies. We hav space to quote but a few: 


t‘ Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee ” (Gen. iii, 16). 

* Wives submit yourselvs to your own husbands” (Col. 
iii, 18). 

** As the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be 
to their own husbands in everything” (Eph. v, 24). 

‘t Let your women keep silence in the churches, for it is 
not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded 
to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they 
will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home; 
for it isa shame for a woman to speak in the church” (1 
Cor. xiv, 84, 85). 

** Ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands. 

For after this manner in the old time the holy women 


a 
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also, who trusted in God, adorned themselvs, being in sub- 
jection to their own husbands; even as Sarah obeyed Abra- 
ham, calling him lord ? (1 Peter iii, 1-0). x 

“Let woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I 
suffer not à woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then 
Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression” (1 Tim. ii, 11-14). 

Practical Bible Christianity, too, is well presented 

in these extracts from a writer called Matthew— 
although he didn’t write it, and no one knows who did. 
They are rules for Christians to liv by, and are more 
authoritativ than the letters of Paul, for they were 
drawn up by Jesus Obrist: 
“Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shull drink; nor yet for your body what ye shall 
put.on. . Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns. . . . 
Aud why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the fleld, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they 
spin. . Therefore take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? . The morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof " (Matt. vi, 20-84). ` 

We trust that our religious contemporary will be 
kind enough to say whether it approves of the prao- 
tical Bible Ohristisnity outlined in the passages we 
hav quoted; and if it does not tosay why. They 
are just as authoritativ as any other passages, are as 
much a part of scripture, and if the church does not 
approve them we desire to know what the reason is 
—whether she has received a new revelation or 
whether fallible men set their reason and human feel- 
ings above the word of God? 

At any rate millions of Obristians follow the teack- 
ings inculcated in them where one obeys the com- 
prehensible commands of the twelfth chapter of the 
epistle to the Romans. 


— $8 .,9— ——— ——— 
* Sabbath Prosecutions in Washington.” 

. "The Sabbath” fanatics of Seattle, Wash., having 
been thwarted by the Washington Secular Union in 
their attempt to hav enacted a municipal ordinance 
closing barber shops on Sundays, hav now fallen 
back upon tbe state Sunday law to gain their end. 
That statute is as follows: 

“Section 2,067. It shall be unlawful for any person or 
persons of this territory, toopen on Sunday for the purposes 
of trade, or sale of goods, wares and merchandise, any shop, 
store, or building, or place of business whatever: Provided, 
That this chapter shall apply to hotels only in so far as the 
sale of intoxicating liquors are concerned, and shall not 
apply to drug stores, livery stables, and undertakers. 

‘€ Sec, 2,008. Any person or persons violating the forego- 
ing section shail be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic 
tion thereof be fined in any sum not less than twenty-five 
nor more than one hundred dollars.” 

The “ emissaries of the National Sabbath Union,” 
as Mr. Reynolds designates them, propose however 
to make some exceptions in enforcing the law upon 
barbers. At one of their meetings, “after consider- 
able discussion, it was decided not to interfere with 
the proprietors of barber shops who should keep 
their baths open on Sunday.” That is to say, the 
clique of “ Sabbath" fanatics propose to dictate to 
business men a8 to who shall and who shall not 
violate the Sunday laws. The possibilities of black- 
mail in such a scheme are large, and if they are 
allowed to carry out their program, their organiza- 
tion, or at least the executiv officers, will probably 
wax tiob. The absurdity of the distinction is well 
depicted by the Seattle Morning Journal. “It 
seems,” it says, “that the carefully balanced moral- 
ista who want to reform things in this neighborhood 

“hav made a review of the barber-shop controversy, 
and they decree that it will not be wise to make war 
on such shops as hav a bath-room annex. These 
ean Open on Sunday with perfect propriety, because 
cleanliness is next to godliness, and it will never do 
to crush any agency that will put a man in a more 

moral frame of mind. To a personage up a tree, 

" however, it looks as if this thing has reduced itself 

to a question of anatomy. Ifa man's piety is to be 

encouraged on Sunday by a bath—if he can take a 

dip without offending the religious sense of the com- 

munity, he certainly should hav the right to clean 
his nails, cut his hair, and. keep his chin in repair, 
for all these things contribute to good citizenship 
and prepare him for communion with his Ohristian 
brethren. The right to hav the stomach keyed up 
to concert pitch on Sunday keeps the restaurants 
sacred from the pious crusade of reformers, but this 


delicate distinction between the sinful qualities of a |. 


bath-tub and a razor is rather too rich for our Lib- 


eral blood.” The Journal adds: "If this sort of | 


4 ing about faith, nothing about sacred books. 


cross-eyed reform is to be the watchword of the 
hour, the Journal desires to say that it would like 
to see the authority by which these hair-splitting 
distinctions are drawn. Who gave it? Where did 
it come from? Does the constitution of the state of 
Washington vest the power in any clique or faction 
to declare that a Sunday bath in a publie house is a 
moral institution, while a Sunday shave in the same 
shop is an agency of the devil? Such ridiculous and 
arbitrary and fanatical decrees are as much out of 
place in Seattle to-day as a polar bear in the orange 
groves of Florida. We believe in law and order and 
a decent respect to the honest convictions of every 
clase, but the disposition of some folks to recognize 
no class as honest and conscientious but themselvs 
is a species of slavery which no liberal citizen can 
indorse.” 

But the Washington Secular Union is still alive, 
and its secretary announces its determination to hav 
something to say sbout this blackmailer’s style of 
enforcing laws. Two sections of the Sunday law 
read as follows: 

“ Nec. 2,069. And it shall be the duty of any and all 


public officers in this territory, knowing of any violation of | 


this chapter, to make complaint under oath, to the nearest 
justice of peace from where the offense was committed. 

“Sec. 2,070. Any public officer who shall refuse or will- 
fully neglect to inform against and prosecute offenders 
against this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $25 nor more than $100, and the court. before 
which such officer shall be tried shall declare the office or 
appointment held by such officer vacant for the balance of 
his term." 

After a test in the courts as to the constitutionality 
of the Sunday law, if the decision shall be adverse to 
‘the Secular Union's claim, the Union will see that 
the law is impartially enforced, with a view .to its 
repeal. Mr. Reynolds declares: "Since the best 
way to insure the repeal of a bad law is to rigidly 
enforce it—let it be known there can be no more 
open stores, no more sales by the publishers of newe- 
papers on Sunday, nor can the necessary work be 
done on Sunday to get out the Monday morning 
edition—no more business of any kind that comes 
within the scope of this law.” 

The statute (§2,070) provides a means of doing 
this, for any officer refusing to inform and prosecute 
is liable to fine and deposition from office, and the 
Washington Secular Union can put the machinery of 
law into motion. The statute was made for the use 
of the '* Sabbath" fanatics, but it cuts both ways. 
Let everybody observe the law or none. . 

It is significant thas the first man singled out b 
the * Sabbath ” fanatics for prosecution is a member 
of the Secular Union. It is encouraging to add that 
the Union promptly retained counsel to defend him. 
The fight is on ; let it proceed ! 


Morality and Religion. 

The American Sentinel quotes this from Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER: 

“It seems to be necessary to continually remind the 
priests that morality has nothing to do with religion. Mo- 
rality appeals to the experience of mankind. It cares noth- 
Morality de- 
pends upon facts, something that can be seen, something 
known, the product of which can be estimated." 

And thus comments upon it: 

* But morality has much to do with religion, and we 
doubt not that even Taz TRUTH SEkkER admits it practi- 
cally, even if it does not as a theory. We hav known THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to remark upon the immorality of professed 
Christians as something not in accordance with their profes- 
sion. Why, if morality has nothing to do with religion? 
Tue Trours Srexces certainly knows better.” 

Still we are not convinced that we were wrong, 
and do not practically admit what we deny in theory. 
The reason that we sometimes refer to the moral 
delinquencies of the preachers is because the Ohris- 
tiens claim that their religion makes people more 
moral. If this be so, then the teachers of that relig- 
ion ought certainly to be moral. We find, however, 
as a matter of fact, that they are not so; indeed, it 
is the reverse, for what class of professional men are 
so often detected in immorality as the ministers? 
This fact disposes practically of the claim that Obris- 
tianity of itself—the possession of religion, a “new 
birth,” a “change of heart”—-makes men better. 
And that is the answer to the Sentinels question 
why we refer to these things if we do not think that 
morality has anything to do with religion. 

Morality is an elastic thing, and, like blasphemy, 
changes with the country one is in. Immemoria! 
custom, Thoreau calls it, with good reason. Ameri- 


can morality on marriage customs, for instance, is not 
he same as the Turkish, though the practice is very 
similar. Yet the Turks are fully as religious as the 
Americans. There sre dozens of acts called immoral 
by one people which are not at all immoral to other 
nations. Drinkitig wine is called very immoral by 
the Mohammedans; but it is not so regarded by 
Obristians. i 


‘<The pope he is a happy man, 
His palace is the Vatican. 
And there he sits and drains his can; 
The pope he is a happy man. 
I often say when I'm at home 
Pd like to be the pope of Rome. 


** And then there's Sultan Saladin, 
That Turkish soldan full of sin; 
He has a hundred wives at least, 
By which his pleasure is increased. 
I’ve often wished, I hope no sin, 
That I were Sultan Saladin. 


** But no, the pope no wife may choose, 
And so I would not wear his shoes. 
No wine may drink the proud paynim, 
And so I'd rather not be him. 

My wife, my wine, I love, I hope, 
And would be neither Turk nor pope." 


The commandments of Buddha, as transcribed by 
the writers of the Old Testament, are supposed to 
be an epitome of religious morality, but they are 
not all such by any means; they are simply a few 
rules found by the race to conduce to human happi- 
nass. The religious part of them is not morality at all. 
* Religious morality "is what one must observe for 
the welfare of religion—like, * Believe or be damned.” 
That is a religious “moral” commandment. The 
first commandment is, ** Thou shalt hav no other gods 
before me.” That certainly has nothing to do with 
morality. It is perfectly moral to worship any God 
one chooses to. The second, against idolatry, algo is 
not a moral but a religious commandment. So is the 
‘third, against what is called profanity, or blasphemy. 
The fourth, against Sabbath-breaking, the Adventists 
themselvs deny with all the strength they possess. 
The fifth, against irreverence toward parents, is the 
first moral commandment, and proceeds from no re- 
ligion, but purely from human love. The sixth, 
against murder, needs no religion to make it moral ; 
it is the result of a human dasire to liv. The seventh, 
against adultery, is also a human rule, springing 
from human love of wife and husband. The eightb, 
against stealing, was probably made by the first man 
who succeeded in getting one meal ahead of his 
hunger. So with the ninth, against false witness; 
any man who hates to be lied about would say that. 
The tenth, against covetousness, is a human rule 
made by the rich for the exclusiv benefit of the poor. 

Thus we see in these commandments that what- 
ever is “moral” is that which eonduces to human 
earthly welfare. The rest are religious command- 
ments, which it is not practically immoral to break, 
because no one is injured thereby. Any act is moral 
which injures no one, but conduces to happiness. 
Four of these commandments are religious, and 
were evidently made by the priests of early times for 
their own benefit. The others are the sum of human 
experience as to what benefits the people. They are 
moral, not religiour, and need no religion to sustain 
them. They depend for their authority “upon facts, 
something that can be seen, something known, the 
product of which can be estimated.” 

The Ohristisns hav been taught by their priests 
that their religion is the foundation of everything 
good, and they do not take the trouble to go to the 
root of these questions and find out the truth. Any- 
one who accepts the Bible as infallible, or as an au- 
thority in morals—or anything else—will bə found 
sadly lacking in true knowledge. 


Owrne to pressure of work consequent on the forthcoming 
Congress at Portsmouth, the corresponding secretary, Ida 
C. Craddock, finds it impossible to answer many quite im- 
portant letters until after her return from the Congress. 
She hopes that those who are wondering why they hav re- 
ceived no answer to their letters for the past week or two 
will make allowances for her unavoidable delay in replying. 


Tux Portsmouth? O., Blade thus welcomes the heretics to 
that city: “ The Secular Unionists meet here next week. 
Noted men and wonien of letters belong to it. We may not 
see as they see, we may not be in accord with their views, 
but we can show them what hospitality is. That belongs to 
humanity. It is not bounded by beliefs. It is as broad and 
as endless as space. It is the noblest attribute of the human 
heart. Where it is not there is no Christianity. Where it is 
not there is no love. Where it is not there is no soul. Let 
us make it pleasant for these strangers. If they preach 
strange gods, go into the temple as did Paul aud dispute with 
them. If they desire to giv reason for the faith that is in 
them, giv them respectful audience—hear them for their 
cause. No faith as we see it is worth the having whose 
bulwarks cannot withstand the most searching scrutiny. 
To run away from, to ignore argument from whatever source 
or in whatever disguise the alleged devil may come, is 8 con- 
fession of weakness not creditable to the faithful.” 
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Zetters from Mriends. 


Brovx FArra, S. D., Oct. 6, 1890. 
Mr. EprTOR: The “ Pictorial Text-Beok " at last came to 
hand. I hav waited long for it, and it is a jewel, worth 
waiting for. It is worth its price multiplied by ten. It is 
8 remarkably good Sunday-school text-book, and I shall use 
it as such in my family. N. S. Jonnson. 


RosrxN, Wasu., Oct. 7, 1890. 
Mr. Evcrror: Inclosed find $6, for which send me three 
more copies of the *''Frecthinker's Text-Book." ‘This 
makes twelve copies that I hav ordered. I wish to show 
Mr. Heston my appreciation of his work, and make converts 
tor Liberalism and bones of the holy groans. 
Very truly yours, Henry Bztonrimao. 


West Union, Ia., Oct. 9, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR : I am anxious to get the book that one can 
read as fast as one can turn theleaves. I hope that Heston 
may liv forever—which means fifty years or more. To pray 
is heathenish and to giv thanks is a mockery. The $2 
inclosed is for our picture book, and I hope that I may 
be able to sell a few this winter. J. F. 8. 


Oaxwoop, S. D., Sept. 27, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: My brother takes your valuable paper, and 
we are very anxious to hav Mr. Heston return, for we miss 
the cartoons so. We went to hear one of Mr. Remsburg’s 
lectures, and thought it just grand. It was ‘‘The Sunday 
Question.” Elder R was there, and he thinks Mr. 
Remsburg a gentleman in every respect. BELLE CROSBY. 


Bozrman, Monrt., Oct. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I should like to inquire through your paper 
if any of its readers know H. L. Burk. My brother, Henley 
Lybrook Burk, left his home in the state of Michigan many 
years ago, since which time not a word has been heard from 
him. We conjecture that he is somewhere in the West. 
Any information as to where he may be would be most 

thankfully received. Tuos. BURK. 


AUSTIN, ILL., Oct. 8, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR : Please find inclosed $6, for which mail three 
‘¢ Pictorial Text-Books.” Do not abandon the illustrations. 
We like the paper better with them. I cannot understand 
why people do not find them beneficial in showing the 
absurdities of the Bible history. Let us hav them in plain 
. figures, and on front and back pages. Long liv Heston. 
His pictures will never die. PARKER WINEMAN. 


HanwioH, Mass., Oct. 13, 290. 
Mz. Eprror: Find $2 inclosed for the ‘‘ Freethink- 
er's Pictorial Text-Book." I am surprised and pleased 
with the ability of the editorials and communications in Tug 
Truru BzEKER, and look eagerly for its weekly advent 
among us. More and more do I see the abominable fruits cf 
the huge blasphemy called Christianity. Speed the day 

when it shall hav been swept from the face of the earth. 
B. F. Rossins. 


Brayton, N. Y., Oct. 6, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: I hereby send my thanks to John Peck for 
his hard pecking of the old copperheads of the orthodox 
churches. I hope he will keep on pecking their old flinty 
heads until they surrender up their fort and giv their dupes 
fair play. I hereby thank Mr. T. E. Longshore for writing 
out my principle of the immortality of the soul. Death with 
me ends all. He expresses my views of another life better 
than I could myself. There is no proof in all nature of 
another life. All the flowers of the field, all the trees of 
the wood, all animals, all fowls of the air, all fish of the sea, 
and man not excepted, die, decay, and waste away, and 
make alittle earth. Here is the end of man, for the God of 
nature has decreed it so to be, and no one can pass her 
bounds, for nature is the highest law known, and from her 
decisions there can be no appeal. Her judgments are final. 

A84 W. BRAYTON. 


CENTER, ALA., Oct. 10, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTOR: I hav read somewhere—I think in Tux 
TavrH BzrkrR—where it was against the law for a man to 
kiss his wife on Sunday. I think it was in Connecticut. It 
was an offense only in the streets, or in public, or going or 
coming from preaching. The editor of the Albany Law 
Journal ridicules the idea that such ever was against the 
law. See the number of Oct. 4, 1899, 261. Giv me refer- 
ence to the law and a copy of it if it can be had. Iam the 

correspondent referred to. C. Dang. 


[The law nearest to the one you mention, that we recollect, 
is this given by Rev. Samuel Peters as a Blue law of Con- 
necticut in his * General History of Connecticut :” ** No 
woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath or fasting-day.” 
The genuinness of this citation of the "Rev. Samuel Peters 
has been impugned, but not, we believe, with success.—Ep. 
T. 8.] 


De Wirt, Ia., Oct. 11, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Inclosed please find $5. Continue Taz 
Trout Serxer and also send the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” I 
think your paper worthy the support of all Liberal and fair- 
minded people. Your contributors are men and women that 
. think and study themselvs. They do not let priests and 
preachers infiuence their thoughts, but are fearless and out- 
spoken in what they hav tosay. In this country—if it isa 
free one, as the majority claim—we hav the right to our 
honest convictions, which are reason and common sense, 
and we should hav the same privilege as those that differ 
with us in expressing them, What tbe people of this country 


want more than anything else is to reason, think, and act | cago ''religio-philosophical" paper to express its open 


forthemselvs. By so doing their vision will become brighter, 
and all that they see around them and those that they come 
in contact with will help them to be happier. Now, they 
willsoon learn that if they violate the law of nature they 
must suffer; and I know of no other law, morally speaking, 
that we are responsible to. F. L. WARNER. 


Dzs Morgs, Ia., Oct. 6, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for the book of pictures. 
I would not say that Taz Trura Seger without Heston 
was the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out, for the paper 
is of intrinsic value per as; but I may say that Heston isa 
valuable ** condiment" in spicing the paper. What can be 
more realistic than his last, ‘‘The specter that threatens 
Ireland ?"—what more truthful than his depicted cause, 
Catholicism lugging off on its back the life’s-blood of Ire- 
land, Peter’s pence? The naked truth is, Ireland is so utterly 
besotted with priestcraft that to lend a helping hand to save 
her from starvation is like giving money to a famishing ine- 
briate, who will spend his last cent for liquor. Still, benev- 
olent America will not see Ireland starve ; it will contribute 
munificently, and Ireland will buy some food and the pope 
get the lion’s share. Protestant Ireland seems to be all 
right. My observation is that Chiniquy’s book, ** The Priest, 
the Woman, and the Confessional,” is better calculated to 
deal a death-blow to Catholicism than anything of the kind 

yet given to the public. It is an eye-opener par excellence. 

Yours truly, V. C. Taytor. 

Hvussanp, Oct. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: In Taz Trota Szexer of October 11th I 
see Nelson Hunt wants to know what Burns meant by the 
‘rye through which Jenny dragglt a’ her petticoatie," and 
also who ‘' Racer Jess ” was in ‘‘The Holy Fair.” Now, I 
spent some of my boyhood’s days in Scotland, in the land of 
Burns, and heard the song, ‘‘Coming Through the Rye,” 
sung many times, and was informed that the meaning was 
that there is a small stream in Ayrshire called the Rye, and 
that there was no bridge, but stepping-stones, as they were 
called, and people crossing had to step or jump from one 
stone to another, and when the water was a little high these 
stones were covered, and that was how Jenny *' dragglt a’ 
her petticoatie " coming through the Rye. Now, of Racer 
Jess my edition of Burns has this foot-note : ‘‘ The following 
notice of ‘Racer Jess’ appeared in the newspapers of Feb- 
ruary, 1818: 'Died at Mauchlinea few weeks since, Janet 
Gibson, eonsigned to immortality by Burns in his “ Holy 
Fair," under the turf appellation of Racer Jess. She was 
the daughter of ** Poosie Nancy,” who figures in the “ Jolly 
Beggars.” She was remarkable for her pedestrian powers, 

and sometimes ran long distances for a wager.’” 
ÀDAM AROBIBALD. 


Grann Fozxs, Oct. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Ep:TOR: Inclosed please find $6 for the old TavuTH 
Szzxee and the ** Pictorial Text-Book,” and other books as 
per bill. I think the old TRUTH SEEKER, which I call my 
Bible, all right with or without the pictures, but the pictures 
put on the finishing touch, like paint on a lady's cheek, so I 
am for the pictures, and I will giv fifty cents toward paying 
Brother Heston for making one showing some of our great, 
great statesmen on their knees before & priest confessing 
that they had eaten meat on Friday, contrary to the rules of 
our sacred church, and the priest making them do penance 
by walking around the church on their bare knees on a 
gravel walk, reading the Holy Rosary and counting their 
beads. If some of them won't hav to do it, their children 
will, if they keep selling us to the pope and churches as they 
hav for the last few years. It is not that which goeth into 
the mouth which defileth the man, but that which cometh 
out. Also I wish a picture of Holy John and some of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union ladies driving the 
cockerels in the coop on Saturday night and marking the 
door, ** No admittance. Selah.” 


Yours for truth, Levi BaNonorr. 


New Haven, O., Oct. 18, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: I write with a depressed feeling of sorrow 
for the loss of one of the best friends that a man can hav. 
His name was John M. Shult. He became a subscriber to 
your paper, I think, about July 1, 1890. About August 
21st he went to Chicago, Ill., to make some investments 
in real estate, expecting to be gone about six weeks. He 
made arrangements with the postmaster at Plymouth that I 
should hav Taz TRvts Bzzk£R whilst gone, and to giv it to 
no other person. I hav got the papers and hav read them; 
but nowcomesthe saddest part of the affair. On last Wednes- 
day, October 8th, his body was shipped home, supposed 
to hav been murdered and thrown into the lake, whereit 
was found floating. Other than this we know nothing of it, 
but it is thought that his having considerable money caused 
an assault. His death must hav been caused by some violent 
means, as his body bore marks of assault. He was a bright 
and shining light—a well-educated, well-informed young 
man. I can look at it only as a great loss to us Freethought 
people. 

I wish I was able to be a subscriber to your valuable paper, 
but I ama poor broken-down soldier, not having done a day’s 
work in over two years on account of heart disease, for 
which I am only receiving twelve dollars per month, so you 
may know that after keeping my family I hav no money 
left, but whilst my good friend was living he supplied me 
with reading matter. And may he ever be remembered by 
the good, is my fervent wish. Taos. B. CHARITY. 


Pırresuren, Pa., Oct. 18, 1890. 
Mn. Eprron: The rancorous hatred of all religious bodies 
to secret societies is well known; but it remained for a Chi 


hatred ‘to the workingmen’s cause in general, and to labor 
organizations in particular. By currying the favor of the 
capitalists and tyrannical employers they gain support for 
themselvs and their tottering churches. I extract the fol- 
lowing from the Chicago Christian Cynosure: 


The carpenters’ strike begun with so much éoldtin this 
city last week, was over almost before it began. . . . 
Many of the union men had no complaint, and did not obey 
the bosses. Let these manufacturers and employers use 
a little of their profits to instruct the men against the seduc- 
tions of secret societies and secure their suppression by law, 
a8 approved by Daniel Webster, Joseph Cook, the New 
York Mail and Express, etc., and they will find the labor 
problem very easy of solution. 


That these utterances should find their way into a 
“ Christian ” paper is no wonder, considering the deeds and 
records of the Church in the past ages. Always on the side 
of power,and herself (the Roman church) being for over 
a thousand years (from Constantine to the Reformation) the 
greatest hierarchy in the world, she has yet to show her 
sympathy for the tolling masses or her love for mankind. 
And this applies equally to her numerous offspring and all 
supernatural religions. The countless murders and whole- 
sale butcheries committed under the cloak of ‘‘ Christianity ” 
are too well known by every intelligent reader. Founded by 
a few fanatics in a superstitious age, and her whole claim to 
belief resting on a collection of nonsensical books and more 
foolish miracles, she still counts her dupes by the millions. 
It is sad indeed that so large a number of the human family 
is still in the grasp of this fiery drag®™ of oppression-religion. 

Religion has nothing in common with the poor. As soon 
as the masses become more educated, and knowledge be- 
comes universal, they will turn their backs on their oppress- - 
ors. Under its banner slavery and oppression hav flourished 
long enough; the day is not far distant when another ban- 
ner, Liberty and Brotherhood of Man, will lead man- 
kind. Then will men know where their rights end and 
others’ begin; and human kindness and good will toward 
man will be the religion of civilized men and women. 

J. G. GREENWOOD. 


Lexineton, Ky., Oct. 6, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav perused with pleasure Mr. Putter- 
baugh’s letter, and devoutly wish that all intelligent people 
would summon courage to investigate the claims of the Bible 
to that belief and reverence which amounts toidolatry. Com. 
pared with the Shaster and Veddas of India, it is à modern 
book. Its sensuous, warlike. and energetic character is what 
might be expected from the disposition of those who held it 
sacred. Asa work of fiction it is inferior to the ‘‘ Arabian 
Nights’ Entertainments,” “ Gil Blas," or Fielding's novels. 
It is far inferior to the Veddas in language and philosoph- 
ical tone, betraying its modern origin by the weak, diluted 
oharacter of its moral sentiments. All that is robust and 
healthy was borrowed from the Stoics, whose philosophy is 
uow the true religion of the world—Aali that saves the human 
mind from shipwreck. The Jews borrowed their literature 
in some measure from the sacred books of Assyria and Per- 
sia, to which it is inferior in every respect. How can the 
Jewish books compete with the Veddas in antiquity, when 
internal evidence proves that they were written when the 
nation had just migrated from their Aryan home, and were 
living, a pastoral people, on the borders of India—sacred 
India, the Holy Land of Asia? That the Jews were not a 
people of much dignity, is known by the fact that Josephus 
speaks of their troops as the most inferior in Xerxes's army. 
How could they be called ancient, when they went to Egypt 
as shepherds and found there a nation with a venerable an. 
tiquity? Instead of teaching religion, they learned. to wor- 
ship one god from learned men in that region. Even the 
Stoics allude to one god as a deity known and worshiped 
by many. The sacred books of an ancient nation comprised 
their wholeliterature. Every ageadded some refinement of 
thought or some new truth. The Jewish philosophy was 


‚meager at first, but as time rolls on doctrins multiply 


and sacred books grow voluminous. And on 
such unhealthy food the human mind has been fed 
for centuries, absorbing money and treasure to 
satisfy the wishes of the learned, ambitious, or licentious 
prelate. The Jews could not be very ancient, for the He- 
brew or Phosaician languages left no trace even in Asia 
Minor, where the Phrygian was spoken, a compounded 
tongue, a mixture of Persian, Assyrian, and Ionian. Ionia 
preserved the Hellenic tongue or parent of the Greek. Bar- 
barous tongues also were spoken there. 

The Jews were mostly distinguished for their marvelous 
tales, the Bible being merely a heap of such fables, vulgar 
and silly, told around the woodland fires to entertain the 
passing ttranger. The grand ruins which we should look 
for in Palestine are wanting, or are left by Persians or other 
outside nations. Why does not Herodotus make mention 
of their antiquities, or why does not Sesostris, who traversed - 
Asia as a successful general ? ALHAZA. 


Soranton, PA., 
Oct. 15, IN THE YEAR OF THE Lorp Jesus Curist, Hoty 
Guost & Co., LIMITED CONTRAOTORS, 1890. 


Mr. Eprror: The reason I send stamps is, I think it safer, 
as the letter wil! go through the hands of so many of Wana- 
maker's lambs and if any of them should feel the dime they 
would crack the letter for an eye-opener, or chip it in to their 
pet lamb God. I also inclose some reading that I would 
like you to insert in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Ialso mail you an 
Elmira Telegram giving an account of some holy doings of 
a sky-pilot in this city. Oh, what a holy howl those pious 
frauds would set up if it had been a bad Infidel. They 
would never hav got over croaking and groaning over it. 
But as it is on their side they are doing their hest to smother 
it up for their pet Christa gake, fearing they may spoil hrood 
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now it's coming on hatching time. If the scrape had hap- 
pened in the Salvation Army thére would be some excuse 
for the sky-pilot, but a high-toned Plymouth sheep-pen as it 
is, it is à bad exposure for the soul-broking business. I also 
mail a Salvation paper to brace you up. Its heading is 
blood and fire. No wonder they take that for a trademark, 
for all religion is founded on it. 


A city rough happening into a missionary meeting when 
the subject under discussion was ** The Jews Killing Jesus,” 
listened a short time, and the injustice of the act warming 
up his righteous indignation and pusilistic powers, he sud- 
denly got up from his seat, rushed out, and struck the first 
Jew he met square on the eye. The astonished Jew asked 
him the reason of his treating him in such a manner. Burst- 
ing with indignation, the wronged gentile screamed out, 
* Damn you, you killed our Jesus.” ‘t Oh,” the Jew re- 
plied, ‘‘but that was four thousand years or more ago.” 
“ I don't giv a damn,” replied the other, '* it's only twenty 
minutes ago since I heard it.” 

A bear which a traveling showman is exhibiting about the 
suburbs took a fancy that while his master went to the 
public-house he would go to chapel. He selected a Noncon- 
formist place ef worship on the high road between Barnes 
and Mortlake. Service was proceeding; but, so far from 
welcoming the new proselyte, the congregation manifested a 
general desire to occupy the pulpit. The minister, who 
happened to be preaching on the text, ‘Be not afraid,” 
abruptly suspended his discourse, while the intruder who 
caused all the commotion unostentatiously made his way to 
what we suppose were the best seats in the chapel—the 
“ empty choir stalls "—and there lay peaceably down. It is 
to be feared that an edifying discourse on the text '* Be not 
afraid" would hav been left altogether incomplete bad not 
the owner of the bear happily appeared and dragged bruin 
away. i 

A missionary going through the backwoods and comin 
rather unexpectedly on a lonely cabin, stopped and rappe 
at the door. A woman answering his knock, he found him- 
self rather at a loss to know what he should say, but plung- 
ing into his subject he said, ‘‘ Missus, I am gathering in the 
lost sheep." '* Well," replied the party addressed as missus, 
not quite taking in the spiritual meaning of the words, *‘ Í 
saw an old buck and an old ewe goin’ by here the other day 
and I jest wondered who the hell owned them. The mis- 
sionary, as in duty bound by his sacred calling, and shocked 
by the woman's words, made a further attempt to improve 
the occasion by saying, O woman, you're in darkness!” 
** There 'tis again," said she. ‘I told Jake ter put a winder 
in that ere back kitchen six months ago. By God, he hain't 
done it yet!” 


W. CAMERON. 


New Yonx, N. Y., Oct. 19, 1890. 

Mx. EprroR: Tennyson says: 

I hold it truth, with him who sings 
To one clear harp in divers tones, 
That men may rise on stepping-stones 
Of their dead selvs to higher things. 

I believe that love is better than annihilation, and consider 
progression preferab’e to oblivion. I think an eternity can 
not be burdensome if it be well employed, and that this brief 
life is too long to be spent otherwise. I know not if the 
path of the soul be a straight line, or a circle, or an eternal 
spiral tending upward. I defined the soul in my recent 
article but did not state its ** component parts," and I know 
not if it hav any. Can my brother define the ** component 
parts” of a homogeneous entity? I can define the parts of 
the soul, abstractly, as love, labor, and cussedness. I can 
not tell my brother what would hav happened had my 
maternal ancestor married a Mr. Jones, but the marriage of 
my parents was inevitably a link in that chain of causation 
and sequence which extends from out of the eternal past to 
the transient present to be prolonged throughout the ever- 
lasting future, and he might ask me with equal propriety, 
what gases oxygen could be divided into if it were not an 
elementary substance? Can he answer these questions from 
a Materialistic standpoint ? 

I cannot now inform him where I was before my parents 
existed, but this knowledge may come to me later as a recol- 
lection. My learned brother disparages idealism, which he 
claims '* postulates theories as abstruse as a Latin litany,’ 
I understand idealism in its simplicity to be the science of 
perception, the philosophy without a hypothesis or a theory. 
The idealists realize that the senses can only take cognizance 
of immaterial phenomena, which inevitably follow certain 
other phenomena, and they can predict that as this has oc- 
curred invariably in the past it must always come to pass in 
the future, as illustrated by the burnt picture; but knowing 
no more, they consider theories but figurativ explanations 
which are adapted to one’s comprehension. The Material- 
ists found their philosophy on idealism, and without any evi- 
dence whatever they ascribe phenomena to matter, and on 

' this basis ** postulate theories” that are. as truly absurd as 
the “ Latin litany ;” and some of them ascribe the existence 
of matter to the work of a god, but these individuals seldom 
go farther, and all Materialists are bound to stick fast some- 
where in the mud of sophistry. If my brother can tell me 
what matter is but the total of such immaterial perceptions 
as always *' go together,” and such special ones as pertain 
to any object under consideration—in other words, if he can 
show that materiality exists—he may hav the niche that he 
has so kindly reserved for me in the temple of fame, for I 
do not want it, anyway, and I believe that there are New 
Yorkers who are aggressiv enough to assault a statue. I do 
not think he can do this, and “if he does it” ‘it will still 
be? phenomena, “and if not” phenomena “it will be noth- 
ing.” I concurred with my critic regarding the fire, and 
mentioned the coals in the grate simply as an illustration of 
a paradox that I thought required a physical explauation to 
prove a metaphysical point. It matters not, so far as my 
argument is concerned, whether force is identical with mat- 
ter, or inertia a property of matter or not. These ideas were 
taught twenty years ago in the village schools .of Illinois, 
and I will not abandon them until I can see for myself that 
they hav been exploded, My principal arguments are based 


on the scientific statement that the body is renewed period- 
ically, and I would defend this premis if it were assailed. 
My brother has mentioned the point I made regarding a 
memory existing in the mind unthought of during many 
renewals of the brain and body ; but as he has answered me. 
in this respect, I cannot answer him. I claim that a man 
and a jackknife are comparable as material entities, but 
there is truly a great difference between them and between 
all organized bodies and organic ones. I stated so in my 
previous article, and showed just what this difference is. 
Yours truly, JULIAN MAROELLAS. 


Bow1z, Tex., Oct. 12, 290. 

Msg. EniTOR: I wish again to drop a few random thoughts 
regarding a secret order composed of Liberals. I think the 
Liberals should organize similarly to the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, having three degrees, and floor work, also 
unwritten secret work ; charging a stipulated amount for the 
initiation and degrees, each member to pay into the treasury- 
or general fund so much as monthly dues; and say ten per 
cent of all moneys received, to be known as the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Fund, to go to pay a certain amount to the 
widow of & deceased brother for funeral benefit, thus to 
make it compulsory on the lodge and its members to educate 
the orphans of deceased brothers when left in destitute cir- 
cumstances, and to visit the sick and relieve the distressed. 
Let the qualifications for membership be that there shall be 
admitted ‘‘ white, male persons of the age of eighteen years, 
of good moral character.” Allow each member so much as 
sick benefits for each week’s sickness, to be paid out of the 
general funds of the lodge. When the membership has 
reached a sufficient number they shall hav power to elect 
delegates from each society to meet together and organize a 
grand or sovereign lodge, by electing its executiv officers 
and transacting such other business as shall be brought be- 
fore it and for the general welfare of the subordinate 
lodges under its sovereign jurisdiction. Also, when the 
membership in any state or territory reaches a certain num- 
ber they shall hav the power to organize into a subordinate 
grand body, to hav control of all subordinate lodges in their 
jurisdiction, the same not conflicting with the sovereign 
lodge. And when the society shall attain to a sufficient 
number in all the jurisdictions, the sovereign lodge shall de- 
vise plans to allow an assessment on the death of a brother 
in good standing, of sufficient amount to pay as benefit not 
less than $1,000, the assessment to be equal on every mem- 
ber of the entire brotherhood. 

Now, friendz, while it is an easy matter to picture out the 
future on paper, some may say, Can we accomplish the 
above? Well, for an illustration I will giv you a brief his- 
tory of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. On April 
26, 1819, there assembled in a small room in an obscure tav- 
ern in Baltimore, Md., five humble progenitors. Then and 
there they formally and solemnly organized Washington 
Lodge No. 1, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. The tal- 
low dips shed their dim light on the bronzed faces of the 
entire brotherhood then assembled to establish an organiza- 
tion that was destined to startle the world. The wildest 
dreams of that humble five could not hav pictured to them 
the results to be obtained by organizing—that in less than 
three-quarters of a century that little band of five would 
foot up the grand total of 1,635,381 initiated members, with 
634,335 members jn good standing in 1889, giving relief to 
1,460.331 brothers, relieving 188,601 widowed families, and 
burying 148.504 members, footing up the enormous sum of 
$51,258 391.26 for relief. The above are facts. Now, Lib- 
erals, can we not do likewise? We should be able to do 
more now, in this enlightened age when electric lights hav 
taken the place of tallow dips, when the earth has been 
girdled with an electric chain by means of which the records 
of to-day's transactions will be whirled across the continent 
&nd read before to-morrow's sun shall hav opened and 
drawn aside “the curtains of his eastern couch.” 

The investigations of the scientist hav brought to light 
many of the hidden secrets of nature. The investigations of 
philosophers, like Paine, Voltaire, Humboldt, Darwin, Hux- 
ley, and Franklin, hav brought to light and exposed many 
of the dogmas and impositions taught by priests. The con- 
tinent has been spanned by the iron railway, whereby a four 
months’ dangerous, tiresome journey Overland from ocean 
to ocean has been reduced toa holiday excursion of but a 
few days. Now, with all these advantages, certainly we 
can organize. Separated as we are, we are like a bundle of 
sticks. Separate them and the strength of a child could 
break them, but bind them together and the strength of a 
giant would beexhausted. So withthe Liberals. Separated, 
the strength of a few weak-minded soul-carpenters could 
break us asunder, but bound together by the bonds of uni- 
versal love, welded in the fires of Universal Mental Liberty, 
the combined strength and influence of heaven and hell, 
gods and devils, spooks and spirits, could not loosen the 
cords that bind us together as brothers. We would march 
triumphantly onward and upward—not heavenward—until 
the whole world wou!d feel the soothing influence. Love 
would exert its gentle influence over all. Truth would ap- 
pearin all wesay and do. With fraternity as an eccentric 
the whole world would move in unison with the dictates of 
the highest and grandest of principles, the brotherhood of 
man. We should all labor for the interest of humanity. It 
is a cause that is worthy of the noblest efforts of man; one 
which it is not only our duty to advocate but which it should 
be our pleasure to pursue; a cause which recognizes the 
true mission of man to be fraternity; which unites men every- 
where as brothers, bound together not only by common sym- 
pathy but by common wants, 8. P. BENTON. 
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Forr Wort, Tzx., Oct. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: I cannot resist the temptation to write & few 


words to thank John P. Guild, of Tyngsboro, Mass., for 
writing, and you for publishing, his humorous but noble and 
spirited defense of Prohibition and his splendid array of 
statistical evidences that proves its great success in Kansas 
and Iowa. 

It is both amusing and vexing to hear the rum and beer 
advocates tell such infernal lies about the failure of Prohib'- 
tion in the states which hav tried it. They say the exper:- 
ment in Iowa and Kansas is a total failure; that more liquor 
is drank under the Prohibition régime than before; that the 
people are disappointed and dissatisfled, and are now urging 
the resubmission of the amendment to the people, all of 
which is false. Iam sorry to see so many Liberals joining 
inthecry. Iunderstand Liberalism to mean emancipation 
from superstition, ignorance, and vice. Is not liquor-selling 
a vice? Is it not the duty of Liberals to prohibit vice in any 
form if they can? Why then should Liberals oppose the 
reform which it is their special duty to advocate? To 
oppose Prohibition is to favor intemperance. 

Is Liberalism opposed to the laws which prohibit theft, 
arson, robbery, felony, defamation, and innumerable other 
crimes? No, of course not. Then why say that it is 
opposed to Prohibition of the liquor traffic, which is more 
destructiv of the good order of society, and the welfare ard 
happiness of the people, than any other crime, and is the 
cause of a majority of all other crimes? 

It is a source of constant regret and sorrow to me that so 
many Liberal papers and magazines decry Prohibition and 
scold the Prohibitionists. If it is the peculiar province of 
Liberals to elevate humanity, it seems to me they, before all 
others, should teach and propagate temperance, and help, 
by their influence, to enact and enforce Prohibition. Every 
sane mind must know that legal restraint, that is, Prohibi- 
tion, is the only possible remedy for the prevailisg, almost 
unlimited, drunkenness. And we know that this is the 
remedy; as Mr. Guild so abundantly proves, and as has been 
proved in Maine for more than thirty years, where true and 
genuin “ personal liberty " has been more fully enjoyed than 
in any community where liquor-drinking is permitted and 
practiced. Then why not adopt the remedy ? 

Some Liberals aay, ** Liberalism and Prohibition hav noth- 
ing to do with each other." 

Some ‘cannot see how a consistent Liberal can be a 
Prohibitionist.” 

One says, ‘‘ Liberalism covers all moral and economic 

questions; Prohibition only one.” 

One says that ‘‘ Liberalism and Prohibition are radically 
opposed, that Liberalism is jealous of all interference with 
personal liberty.” 

One says, ** Prohibitionists are mostly orthodox.” 

Some say, ‘‘ Liberalism has largely to do with temperance, 
but nothing to do with Prohibition.” l 

One says, ‘‘ To yield to another the rights and privileges 
we take for ourselvs is the opposit of Prohibition, which 
says distinctly, ‘Thou shalt not’ do thus and so.” 

** Prohibition is a church movement, bound inseparably 
to the Sunday movement—the God-in-the-Constitution 
movement.” 

One says, ‘‘ The relation which Liberalism bears to Prohi- 
bition is the relation that truth bears to falsehood, that lib- 
erty bears to despotism, the relation of complete opposits.” 

Buch are some of the views expressed by certain Liberals. 

Now, I confess that the societies organized as secular, 
ethical, and anti-religious orders hav in their organizations 
nothing special to do with any theories of reform except 
those embraced in the Nine Demands, but the gist of that 
excellent creed is condensed into a few words—Emancipation 
from ignorance, superstition, and vice. And all consistent 
Liberals will do all in their power to dispel ignorance and 
superstition, and prohibit vice. The eighth Demand of our 
creed requires ‘‘that all laws shall be conformed to the 
requirements of natural morality, equal rights, and impar- 
tial liberty.” It seems to me that à law which shall prohibit 
the selling of liquor for a beverage, and which shall close up 
the saloons, will conform to all three of the above require- 
ments, and specially to natural morality, so that Probibition, 
instead of being opposed to Liberalism, is in harmony with 
and comprises part of it. Mrs. E. D. SlenKer says ‘a gen- 
erous prohibition of all evils is best." Miss Susan H. Wixon 
says, ' As all laws are necessarily prohibitory, Prohibition 
might in a certain higher form of ethics be regarded as sus- 
taining harmonious relations to Liberalism.” I agree with 
both these ladies; and that form of ethics embraced in the 
creed of Liberalism is the highest form, requiring human 
emancipation from superstition, ignorance, and vice. I 
understand Prohibition is in harmony with and forms a part 
of Liberalism. That the orthodox religionists and the 
churches are assuming to contro] and manage the great 
reform, is no argument against it, though those who urge 
that fact are, unconsciously perhaps, complimenting the 
churches and the orthodox. Will Liberals, by and by when 
the churches adopt, and claim to hav originated, the Nine 
Demands, deny them and repudiate them? For my part, I 
am perfeetly willing to let the churches and orthodoxy teach 
temperance, Freethought, liberty, and any other true re- 
form, but let us not take a back seat of our own accord, and 
let the orthodox and the churches run the true and real 
reforms just yet. 

It is as truly the province of Liberalism, and the duty of 
Liberals, to suppress vice, as it is to dispel ignorance and 
encourage intellectual culture; and I propose that the Lib- 
erals organize and take the Jead in every true and rational 
measure for the elevation of human character, and cease 
opposing real reforms because some of the bigots in church 
organizations advocate the same. 

The truth is, the Nine Demands comprise all reforms, and 
Prohibition ig one of them, and Liberals hav no right to 
oppose it, B. 
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l (Continued from page 698.) | But mostof all, the song of the bird translated —of all people. He is the poet of the body and 
traveled by the human race. He knows that every | and becoming the chant for death: soul. He has sounded the note of Individuality. He 
victory over nature is but the preparation for another has given the pass-word primeval. He is the Poet of 
battle. This truth was in bis mind when he said: THE OHANT FOR DEATH. Humanity—of Intellectual’ Hospitality. He has 
“ Understand me well; it is provided in the essence | Come lovely and soothing death, voiced the aspirations of America—and, above all, he 
of things, that from any fruition of success, no matter | Undulate 'round ie world, serenely anb arriving, is the poet of Love and Death. : 2 
what, shall come forth something to make a greater delle fd aL Na As ; to each, How grandly, how bravely he has given his 
struggle necessary.” i thought, and how superb is his fareweli—his leave- 

This is the generalization of all history. taking: 


XI. 


THE TWO POEMS. 
There are two of these poems to which I have time 


Praised be the fathomless universe, ] 
For life and joy, and for objects and knowledge curious, 
And for love, sweet love—but praise! praise! praise! 


After the supper and talk ; after the day is done. 
For the sure enwinding arms of cool enfolding death. 


As a friend from friends his final withdrawal prolonging. 
Good-bye and good-bye with emotional lips repeating. 


Dark mother always gliding near with soft feet, So hard for his hand to release those hands—no more will 


: E x . & Have none chanted for thee a chant of fullest welcome ? they meet— 
tO gali Special attentiðn. The first is entitled, “ A Then I chant it for thee, I glorify thee above all, No more fof communion of sorrow and joy of old and 
Word Out of the Sea. I bring thee a song that when thou must indeed come, come young, ; 


The boy, coming out of the rocked cradle, wander- 
ing over the sands and fields, up from the mystic 
play of shadows, out of the patches of briers and 
blackberries—from the memories of birds—from the 
thousand responses of his heart—-goes back to the 
sea and his childhood, and sings a reminiscence. 

Two guests from Alabama—two birds—build their 


unfalteringly. A far.stretching journey awaits him to return no more. 
Shunning postponing severance, seeking to ward off the last 
. word ever so little, 

Even at the exit door turning—charges superfluous calling 
back~even as he descends the steps, 

Something to eke outa minute additional—shado wa of night. 
fall deepening, i 

Farewell messages lessening, dimmer the: forthgoer's visage 


Approach, strong deliveress, ; 
hen it is so, when thou hast taken them I joyously sing 
the dead, 
Lost in the loving floating ocean of thee, 
Laved in the flood of thy bliss, O death. 


From me to thee glad serenades, 


four light e g, spotted | Dances for thee I propose saluting thee, adornments and and form, 
e rosea ikea buta ob fos y: pure : “feastings for hee S : Soon to be lost for aye in the darkness; loth, oh, so loth to 
i ` And the sights of the open landscape and the high-spread depart ! 


Shine, shine, : 
Pour down your warmth together, great sun! 
While we bask, we two together. 

Two together— 

Winds blow south, or winds blow north, 
Day come white, or night come black, 
Home, or rivers and mountains from home, 
Singing all time, minding no time, 

If we two but keep together. 


Ey are Tune i i Aud is this all? Will the forthgoer be lost, and 
And life and the fields, and the bright and thoughtful night. forever! Te doni ihe ondi. Over the grave beads 
Love sobbing, and by her side stands Hope and 
whispers: 

We shall meet again. Before all life is deatb, and 
after all death is life. The falling leaf, touched with 
the hectic flush, that testifies of autumn’s death, is, 
in a subtler sense, a prophecy of spring. 

Walt Whitman has dreamed great dreams, told 
great truths and uttered sublime thoughts. Hoe has 
held aloft the torch and bravely led the way. 

As you read the marvelous book, or the person, 
called * Leaves of Grass,” you feel the freedom of 
the antique world; you hear the voices of the morr- 
ing, of the first great singers—voices elemental as 
those of sea and storm. The horizon enlarges, the 
heavens grow ample, limitations are forgotten—the 
realization of the will, the accomplishment of the 
ideal, seem to be within your power. Obstructions 
become petty and disappear. The chains and bars 
are broken, and the distinctions of caste are lost. 

The soul is in the open sir, under the blue and 
stare—the flag of Nature. Creeds, theories, and 
philosophies aek to be examined, contradicted, re- 
constructed. Prejudices disappear, superstitions 
vanish, and custom abdicates. The sacred places 
become highways, duties and desires clasp hands 
and become comrades and friends. Authority drops 
the scepter, the priest the miter, and the purple falls 
from kings. The inanimate becomes articulate, the 
meanest and humblest things utter speech, and the 
dumb and voiceless burst into song. A feeling of 
independence takes possession of the soul, the body 
expands, the blood flows full and free, superiors 
vauish, flattery is a lost art, and life becomes rich, 
royal, and superb. The world becomes a personal 
possession, and the oceans, the continents, and cor- 
stellations belong to you. You are in the center, 
everything radiates from you, and in your veins 
beats and throbs the pulse of all life. You become 
a rover, careless and free. You wander by the > 
shores of all seas and hear the eternal psalm. You 
feel the silence of the wide forest, and stand beneath 
the intertwined and over arching boughs, entranced 
with symphonies of winds and woods. You are 
borne on the tides of eager and swift rivers, hear the 
rush and roar of cataracts as they fall beneath the 
seven-hued arch, and watch the eagles as they 
.cireling soar. You traverse gorges dark and dim, 
and climb the scarred and threatening cliffs. You 
stand in orchards where the blossoms fall like 
snow, where the birds nest and sing, and painted 
moths make aimless journeys through the happy air. 
You live the lives of those who till the earth, and walk 
amid the perfumed fields, hear the reapers’ song, and 
feel the breadth and scope of earth and sky. You 
are in the great cities, in the midst of multitudes, of 


The night in silence under many a star, 

The ocean shore and the husky whispering wave whose 
voice I know, 

And the soul turning to thee, O vast and well-veiled death, 

And the body gratefully nestling close to thee. 


Over the tree-tops I float thee a song, 

Over the rising and sinking waves, over the myriad fields 
and the prairies wide, 

Over the dense-packed cities all~and the teeming wharves 
and waves, 

I float this carol to thee, with joy to thee, O death. 


This poem, in memory of “the sweetest, wisest 
soul of all our days and lands," and for whose sake 
lilac and star and bird were entwined, will last as 
long as the memory of Lincoln. 


XII. 
OLD AGE. 

Walt Whitman is not only the poet of childhood, 
of youth, of manhood, but, above all, of old age. He 
has not been soured by slander or petrified by preju- 
dice; neither calumny nor flattery has made him re- 
vengeful or arrogant. Now sitting by the fireside, 
in the winter of life, 


His jocund heart still beating in his breast, 


he is just as brave and calm and kind as in his man- 
hood's proudest days, when roses blossomed in his 
cheeks. He has taken life's seven steps. Now, as 
the gamester might say, “on velvet.” He is erjoy- 
ing “old age expanded, broad, with the haughty 
breadth of the universe ; old age, flowing free, with 
the delicious, near-by freedom of death; old age, 
had awakened in his'breast a thousand songs clearer superbly rising, welcoming the ineffable aggregation 
and louder and more sorrowful than the bird's, of dying day Re PRET ae 
knowing that the cry of unsatisfied love would never |, H9 is taking the loftiest look at last,” and before 
again be absent from him; thinking then of the he goes he utters thanka for health, the midday 
destiny of all, and asking of the sea the final word, | 82, the ee air—for life, mere life; for 
and the sea answering, delaying not and hurrying precious ever lingering memories of mother, father, 
not, spoke the low delicious word “ Death!" “ever brothers, sisters, friends 3 for all his days, for gentle 
Death !” words, caresses, gifts from foreign lands, for shelter, 
~~ ‘The next poem, one that wili live as long as our wine and meat, for sweet appreciation, for beings, 
language, entitled: “When Lilacs Last in the Door- | $^ OUP5; love, deeds, words, books ; for colors, forme ; 
yard Bloomed,” is on the death of Lincoln. for all the brave, strong men who forward sprung in 
freedom’s help—all years—in all lands; the can- 
The sweetest, wisest soul of all my days and lands. noneers of song and thovght—the great artillerisis, 
One who reads this will never forget the odor of 


the foremost leaderr, captains of the soul.” 
the lilac, “the lustrous western star” and “the grey-| It is a great thing to preach philosophy—far 
' brown bird singing in the pines and cedars.” 


greater to live it. The highest philosophy accepts 
In this poem the dramatic unities are perfectly pre- 


the inevitable with a smile, and greets it as though 
served, the atmosphere and climate in harmony with | it were desired. 
every event. 


To be satisfied: This is wealth—sucoess. 
Never will he forget the solemn journey of the| The real philosopher knows that everything has 
coffin through day and night, with the great cloud 


happened that could have happened— consequently 
darkening the land, nor the pomp of inlooped flags, | he accepts. He is glad that he has lived—glad that 
the procession long and winding, the flambeaus of 


he has had his moment on the stage. In this spirit 
night, the torches’ flames, the silent sea of faces, the | Whitman has accepted life. 


In a littie while one of the birds is missed and 
never sppeared sgain, and all through the summer 
the mate, the solitary guest, was singing of the lost: 

Blow, blow, 
Blow up, sea winds, along Paumanok's shore ; 
I wait and I wait till you blow my mate to me. 

And the boy that night, bleading himself with the 
shadows, with bare feet, went down to the sea, where 
he white arms out in the breakers were tirelessly 
tossing ; listening to the songs and translating the 
notes. 

And the singing bird called loud and high for 
the mate, wondering what the dusky spot was in the 
brown and yellow, Seeing the mate whichever way 
he looked, piercing the woods and the earth with his 
Bong, hoping that the mate might hear his cry; 
stopping that he might not lose her answer; wait- 
ing and then crying again: * Here Iam!" And this 
gentle cali is for you. Do not be deceived by the 
whistle of the wind; those are the shadows; and at 
last crying : 

O past, O joy! 

In the air, in the woods, over fields, 
Loved! loved! loved ! 
Loved—but no more with me— 
We two together no more. 


And then the boy, understanding the song that 


i oi the endless processions. You are on the wide plains 
aerials nerds E RS Vosges strong T shall go forth ER cse —the prairies—with hunter and trapper, with savage 
and solemn e dirges, the shu ering organs, the shall traverse these states, but I cannot tell whither or how : d :ald; - 
tolling bell Y and the eprig of lilac. Nia v long. and pioneer, and you feel the soft grass yielding ur. 


Perhaps soon, some day or night, while I am singing, my 
voice will suddenly cease, 
O soul! 
Then all may arrive but to this; 
The glances of my eyes that swept the daylight, 
The unspeakable love I interchanged with women, 
My joys in the open air, 
My walks in the Mannahatta, 
The continual good will I have met, 
The curious attachments of young men to me, 
My reflections alone—the absorption into me from the land. 
scape, stars, animals, thunder, rain, and snow in my 
inis interviewa alone T - 
e words of my mouth—rude, ignorant— 
and dereliotlons; Ha dic ba d pA 
The light touches on my lips of the lips of my comrades at 
parting, 
The tracks which I leave on the sidewalks and flelds— 
May all arrive at but this beginning of me; 
This beginning of me—and yet it is enough, O, eoul! 
O, soul, we have positively appeared ; that is enough. 


Yes, Walt Whitman has appeared. He has his 
place upon the stage. The drama is not ended. 
His voice is still heard, He is the Poet of Democracy 


der your feet. You sail in many ships, and breathe 
the free air of the sea. You travel many roads, and 
countless paths. You visit palaces and prisons, 
hospitals and courts; you pity kings and convicts, 
and your sympathy goes out to all the suffering and 
insane, the oppressed and enslaved, and even to the 
infamous. You hear the din of labor, all sounds of 
factory, field, and forest, of all tools, instruments, 
and machines. You become familiar with men and 
women of all employments, trades, and professions— 
with birth and burial, with wedding feast and funeral 
chant. You see the cloud and flame of war, and you 
enjoy the ineffable perfect days of peace. 

In this one book, in these wondrous “Leaves of 
Grass," you find hints and suggestions, touches and 
fragments, of all there is of life, that lies between the 
babe, whose rounded cheeks dimple beneath his 
mother’s laughing, loving eyes, and the old man, 
snow-crowned, who, with a smile, extends his hand 
to death. And we have met to-night to honor our- 
selves by honoring the author of “ Leaves of Grass." 


And then for a moment they will hear the grey- 
brown bird singing in the cedars, bashful and tender, 
while the lustrous star lingers in the West, and they 
will remember the pictures hung on the chamber 
walls to adorn the burial house—pictures of spring 
and farms and homes and the grey smoke, lucid and 
bright, and the floods of yellow gold—of the gor- 
geous indolent sinking sun—the sweet herbage un- 
der foot—the green leaves of the trees prolific—the 
breast of the river with the wind-dapple here and 
there, and the varied and ample land—and the most 
excellent sun so calm and haughty—the violet and 
purple morn with just-felt breezes. The gentle soft 
born measureless light—the miracle spreading, bath- 
ing all—the fulfilled noon—she coming eve delicious 
and the welcome night and the stars. 

And then again they will hear the song of the 
grey-brown bird in the limitless dusk amid the cedars 
and vines. Again they will remember the star and 
again the odor of the lilac. 
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those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J , and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 
A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows i8 an outspoken Liberal, à human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethougbt 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful methed of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. | 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, y : z : 


10 cents. 


Liberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
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st.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 
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uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER» Bec. 
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Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 
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Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. Liberals are cordially in- 
F. V. DRAPER: Cor. Sec. 


vited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
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Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. 
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Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
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Meets every Sunday at 7 PM. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART; President. 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7.30 pM, in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on ail subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los, Angeles, Cal.» meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. McWinntams, Rec. Sac. 


The Roeder Socular Unica 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first ani third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, snd poems. The 


American Secular Union, Newark 
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124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 730. Lecture-, debates, and di-cus- 
sions on all important secuiar subjects. Pres- 

noun Henry Binp; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
LAGG. 


The Career of Jesus Christ, 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Ohar- 
acter a8 described in the New Testament. By Mil. 
ton Woolley. M.D., author of "Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” aper. 8vo. 25 centa 
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The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
io his mind. 

For sale at this office. 


Price, $1.00. 
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diens of the @eek. 


Tr issaid that the president and the Repub- 
lican party dislike the anti-Catholic articles 
which Col. Elliott Shepard prints in his New 
York Republican organ, the Mai and: 
- Ezpress, and will procure their discontinu- 
ance or start another Republican evening 
paper here. 


Rev. Martin L. 
Ferros, of Reading, Pa., 
has been jailed three 
months for stealing. 


In the coming election 
in Great Britain Scotsmen 
will endeavor to disestab- 
lish the Church of Scot- 
land. 


Tur archbishops and 
bishops of Ireland hav 
jssued a pastoral letter 
calling on Parlisment to 
avert the starvation 
threatening the Irish. 


Tue Russian govern- 
ment has placed in all 
the telegraph stations in 
the province of Finland, 
which is largely Prot- 
estant, images of the 
saints of the Greek Cath- 
olic church. 


Tuer Italian govern- 
ment has closed a school 
at Smyrna because it 
raised the pontifical 
escutcheon instead of 
that of Italy. The Sig- 
tera of Charity who ran 
the school hav been die- 
missed, and a secular 
school bas been set up in 
place of the old one. 


Tre trouble between 
the Central American re- 
publics is the attempt to 
effect union. Appre- 
hensions of the unjust 
aggrandization of one 
nation in the union 
cause the countries, as 
says a dispatch, to ‘‘ tear 
one another like tigers.” 


Tur Russian superin- 
tendent of police is receiving many petitions 
to change names of Jewish lawyers to names 
that will not betray Hebraic origin, so that 
the petitioners will not suffer avoidance in 
patronage. 


CARDINAL TasonErgav’s demand for prece- 
dence at the visit of Prince George has given 
ai additional fillip to religious dissensions in 

anada. . 


RzLiG1078 objections to truths in public 
school books are inducing more and more 
expurgation. It is reported that ‘‘the clase- 
books will soon become more celebrated for 
their negations and omissions than for the 
positiv information they contain.” 


Empzror WiLLiAM of Germany is said to 
be irritated against Russia's keeping 450,070 
men out of a peace standard of 850,000 
mobilized on the frontier. But for this 
standing menace of Russia France would 
disarm, it is said, and Germany and Austria 
would follow suit. 


Tur lamentations of Catholics in Italy are 
now swelled by the wailings of some scores 
of priests who are thrown out of snug berths 
into poverty by the closing of churches, 
chapels, and oratories connected with the 
charitable guilds and confraternities. The 
closing proceeds from the assumption by the 
tata of the administration of the charitable 
funds. 


Turre is much feeling against the Mafia 
societies, or societies for the commission of 
private murder in revenge of wrong or fan- 
cied wrong, in New Orleans. The sanctified 
Italian Catholics swear alibis for everyone 
suspected, so that it is difficult to convict. 
Mayor Shakespeare of New Orleans says, 
' No community cau exist with murder 
Societies in its midst; these societies must 
perish or the society itself must perish." 


CarHoLIos in Italy are angry that the gov- 
ernment accounts the Vatican art treasures as 
public property—in the words of the Riforma, 
holds that ‘‘ all the works of art contained in 
the palace of St. Peter are national patri- 
mony, and that it is but jast that Italian stu- 
dents be empowered to consult them at will, 
without being subjected to the formalities 
and humiliating inquiries necessary now to 
open to such the Vatican doors.” 


In the German parliament there has been 
condemnation of the maintenance of large 
cavalry forces, which hav been decried as 
antiquated inheritances of chivalry. But 
Von Moltke in an elaborate article in the 
Kreuezitung cites instances in the American 
civil war to prove the value of large masses 
of cavalry. ''Both the Northern and the 
Southern armies,” says the article, ‘‘had 
only a few mounted troops at the outset of 
the operations, but their leaders soon learned 
that it was impossible to do without 
cavalry, and Lee confessed that lack of cav- 
alry lost Gettysburg.” 
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GODS AND RELICIONS |WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, | 
F 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES.|..... s. 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in 
cluding Jehovah, Batan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ghrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 835pp. Vol. II. Deseribes Fully ali 
the Religious Syatems of the Wor.d. 
8vo,957pp. Cloths $3 per vel.; the 
2 vols., $5; leatuer, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


AND REFORMERS. 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Now Schools of Thought, Eminent. Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
rom the time of Menu to the pres. 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth. $3; 
leather, $4; Mor., g. 6.5 $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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* AH THERE!” 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents & copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. . 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel 
fishness.—[Boston Post. E 

A suggestion of a really | acies a and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrativ iB rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50e. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 
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ROMANIS M, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER, 


Price, paper, 25 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 


L. K, WASHBURN. 
PRIOR, r P . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


es of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
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Gems of Ghonght. 


Tanoranoz is the principal cause of crime, 
as well'as of misrule. The untrained person 
is not likely to hav his morals developed, any 
more than his intelligence. With a good 
education one can do not only his private but 
bis public work better, and so be in a 
condition to be ruled as well as to rule.— 
Biter bower. 


Ir we are to change 
the conduct of men, we 
must change their con- 
ditions. Extreme pov- 
erty and crime go hand 
in hand.— Ingersoll. 


IGNORANOE and servi- 
iude gre calculated to 
make men wicked and 
à unhappy. Knowledge, 
————À* reason, and liberty can 
alone reform them, and 
: make them happier.— 
S D Holbach. 


Every expansion of 
intelligence has proved 


ee 


-o 
<p D of advantage to society. 
— — Guizot. 
S=— X7 
SS Tur destruction of 
DLL Christianity is essential 


to the interests of civil- 
jzation.— Reade. 


CHRISTIANITY set itself 
against all popular ad- 
vancement, against all 


—: 1 ; 

— civil and social progress 
I egainst all improvement 
mM in the condition of the 
P masses. It viewed every 


change with distrust, it 
met every innovation 
with opposition. While 
` it reigned supreme, Eu- 
rope lay in chains, and 
even into the new world 
it carried the fetters of 
the old.— Annis Besant. 


How can that be re- 
ceived as a trustworthy 
guide in the invisible, 
which falls into so many 
errors in the visible? 
How can that giv con- 
fidence in the moral, the 
spiritual, which has so signally failed in the 
physical ?—Draper. 

Ler us see what the church, within a few 
years, has been compelled substantially to 
abandon—that is to say, what it is now 
almost ashamed to defend. First, the astron- 
omy of the sacred scriptures; second, the 
geology; third, the account given of the 
origin of man; fourth, the doctrin of original 
sin. the fall of the human race; fifth, the 
mathematical contradic ion known as the 
trinity ; sixth, the atonement— because it was 
Only on the ground that man is accountable 
for the sin of another. that he could be justi- 
fied by reason of the righteousness of another ; 
seventh, that the miraculous is either the 
misundérstood or the impossible; eighth, that 
the Bible is not inspired in its morality, for 
the reason that slavery is not moral, that 
polygamy is not good, that wars of extermi- 
nation are not merciful, and that nothing can 
be more immoral than to punish the innocent 
on account of the sins of the guilty; and, 
ninth, the divinity of Christ. —Jngersoll. 


Mas will never attain bis full powers asa 
moral being until he has ceased to believe in 
a personal God and in the immortality of the 
goul.— Reade. 


WE are convinced that it is contrary to all 
moral ideas to teach that the guilty may be 
pardoned, because the innocent hav suffered. 
—Robt. C. Adams. 


To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission : 

» Learning that there is an organized. movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 

Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons: 


1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly sre entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


receipts. 


6. To the objsetion that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 


would be exactly the opposite. 


The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 


its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visitiog a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

T. Finally : Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
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diotes and Clippings. 


Laox of knowledge as to the powers of 
civil government is leading our country into 
grave and compromising positions. Leave 
religion alone, is the spirit of our Constitu- 
tion—a motto that comes down to us in blood 
and flame from the past ages.—JMoral and 
Sectentific Companion. 


GLADSTONE has addressed this letter to the 
Jewish Chronicle: “I hav read with pain 
and horror the various published statements 
respecting the sufferings of the Jews in 
Russia. The only recommendation I can 
make is that the activ exertions of the press 
should be invited to sift reports and establish 
facts, and when this is done to rouse the 
conscience of Russia and Europe with regard 
to them." 


A CHATTANOOGA dispatch says: ‘‘So far 
this week J. F. Conyer, a colored minister in 
this city, who runs a saloon as a side issue, 
has had a lively record. Sunday morning he 
preached; Sunday afternoon he had his 
whisky mill in full blast; Sunday night his 
barkeeper knocked a man in the head in his 
presence; Monday afternoon he broke a 
heavy teacup over his wife's head; Monday 
night there was a lively row in his house; 
Tuesday he fired at a man, and Wednesday 
he was before the recorder." 


To a reporter in St. Louis who asked his 
views regarding the presidency in 1892 Colo- 
nel Ingersoll replied: ‘‘I think it is between 
Blaine and Reed. That is, as the situation 


stands to-day. Reed is growing in popular- 


ity wonderfully. I would like to see my 
friend, Judge Gresham, nominated for the 
presidency. But it makes no difference who 
js nominated ; the Republicans will win any- 
way. The McKinley bill is sure to increase 
the Republican vote. The Democratic party 
is like a man riding backward on a train, 
who never sees anything until he has passed 
it, but the Republican party rides with its 
face to the engin and knows a good thing 
when it sees it, and sees it as soon as it gets 
in sight." 


As an indication of the attitude of the 
church in the Wisconsin campaign over pub. 
lic or sectarian schools may be quoted a cir- 
cular issued in German by the leading Polish 
priest of Green Lake county, which is almost 
entirely peopled with German and Polish 
Roman Catholics. This treasonable circular 
is literally translated in these words: ‘‘To 
the faithful—The time is not far, when the 
Roman Catholics, by order of the pope, will 
refuse to pay the school taxes, and sooner 
than to pay the agent or collector, will put a 
bullet through his breast. 'This order may 
come at any time from Rome, and it will 
come as suddenly as pulling the trigger of a 
gun, and of course this order will be obeyed, 
as it comes from God almighty.” 


A New Yorker who is friendly with Inger- 
soll, while repudiating Ingersollism, talks in 
this way: ‘It seems surprising to many 
people that Colonel Bob Ingersoll, with his 
large praetice at the bar, his many legal 
duties, and his application to the business of 
his offBce, is able to find time for literary 
work, and lecturing, and benevolent service 


of many kinds, and banqueteering and club 
life and sociability in his household. He left 
his practice here the other day to deliver a 
eulogy upon Walt Whitman in Philadelphia ; 


a short while ago he delivered a discourse | 


entitled, ‘Crimes Against Criminals,’ and it 
would take time to tell of all his other. oper- 
ations outside of the bar this year. Here isa 
pointer for you: He can do his hard work 
because he is a hard worker, and because he 
does it when it ought to be done. There is 
no nonsense about him when he has work to 
do; he goes at it with all his brains and mus- 
cles; and thus he gets through more in a 
week than other men scrapple over for a 
month.”—Sun. 


AN important case that may seriously dam- 
age religious orders, says a Canada dispatch 
to the Sun, is before Judge Andrews in the 
superior court, Quebec, with a brilliant array 
of legal talent on both sides. Two cloistered 
nuns hav been under examination as wit- 
nesses, this being the first instance, it is said, | 
of nuns of a cloistered order appearing before 
Quebec courts of justice. The suit is the re- 
sult of effort by the nuns of the Sacred Heart 
convent to break or repudiate a contract of 
sale by which they purchased from the widow 
of the late J B. Renaud valuable property 
at Beauport, near the city, paying $25,000 on 
account of its price, and since then taking 
large quantities of stone from its quarries. 
Finding, however, that their bargain is not 
go profitable as they expected, they are now 
asking the court to cancel, on the pretext 
that the contract is null because, according 
to the rules of the institution, the whole com- 
munity was not consulted about the purchase 


and Cardinal Taschereau did not ratify it, 
though the deed was signed by the lady 
superior and five other nuns composing her 
advisory council. The action has aroused 
considerable feeling among Roman Catholics, 
who deplore the proceedings. 


Tux pope's latest encyclical is addressed to 
the bishops of Italy. Its contents hav only 
just been made known to the public. The 
holy father refers to the many attacks which 
hav been made on the church of late years 
and draws special attention to the homage 
which has been paid to the Agnostic, Gior- 
dano Bruno. Then, speaking of the dangers 
of Socialism, he says that, owing to the 
strength of its organization, it can only be 
successfully opposed by a thorough union of 
all the conservativ elements of society, and 
that true religion is the best rampart against 
the fury of lawless mobs. ‘‘Enmity toward 
the holy see,” he continues, ** is fraught with 
the greatest dangers for Italy. The result 
will be a lack of harmony between the Italian 
officials and the true Italian Catholics. From 
this discord will ensue a prolonged religious 
war, which is bound to prove hurtful to the 
public weal. Moreover, this conflict will not 
only deprive Italy of the prestige which she 
has acquired through her pacific relations 
with the pontificate, but it will also alienate 
from her the Catholics of the entire world. 
Nay, it may at any moment giv her enemies 
a pretext to take up arms.” The pope con- 
cludes by saying that two governments are 
impossible at Rome, and that Rome ought to 
be given back to the pope if the world wishes 
the holy see to exercise as heretofore its in» 
fluence for good. 


^ 
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Communications. 


What Are They Driving At? 


. Oan anyone tell what the National Reform Assc- 
‘ciation is aiming at, when it states in the second 
‘article of its constitution that “The object of this 
. SOciety shall be to msintsin existing Christian feat- 
. urea in the American government, and to 
secure such an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States as will declare the nation’s allegiance 
to Jesus Christ and its acceptance of the moral laws 
of the Christian religion ; and so indicate that this is 
a Chrietian nation, ard to pisce all the Christian 
lawr, institutions, sud usages of our government on 
an undeniabie legal basis in the fundamental law of 
the lsnd ?" 

We will pass over, for want of space, any reference 
to “existing Christian features in the American gov- 
ernment,” whatever they may be, snd call the read- 

' ers attention to the proposed smendment, which is 
to “declare the nation’s allegiance to Jesus Ohrist 
and its scceptance of the moral laws of the Christian 
religion,” i.e., that the nation shall “ declare its sccept- 
ance of the mors! laws of the Obrietian religion." 
Now, what are the moral laws here referred to? 
Evidently the Ten Commsndments—or raiher I 
should say the latter six of the ten—for it wil! hardly 
be contended that the first four, which relate to the 
worship, reverence, and honor of God, can be called 
moral laws; for they sre more properly religious 
principles or laws, But these parties doubtless mean 
to inelude ths whole ten, under the head of mors! 
laws of the Christian religion. But these moral laws, 
a8 we will contend for the argument’s sske, are to be 
* placed upon an undeniable legal basis,” ĉe., are to 
be made “the fundamertal law cf the land.” Now, 

. we will understand that law requires penalty, other- 
wise it would not be law, but counsel or sdvice. 
Blackstone ssserts that “Where rewards sre pro- 

. posed, as well as punisaments threatened, the obliga- 
tion of the jaw seems chiefly to consist in the pen- 
alty; for rewards in their nature can only persuade 
and aliuro. Nothing is compulsory but punishment.” 
Now, we all know that it is the mature or the true 
character of law to be compulsory. And without 
punishment law cannot exist—thst is, it is not law, 
but advice or recommendation. Now, one of the 
moral laws is an operation of the mind only. And 
how the executors of the moral law, or “the funda- 
mental law of the land,” are going to discover the 

. violators of that item of law, wiil be a tough question 

. to settle. They wil require a faculty that they 
claim is one of the attributes of the deity—that is, 
the power to discern the thoughts of the heart. I 
refer to the law which ssys, ‘‘Taou sbalt not covet.” 
But I may ba answered thai covetcusness ean be 
discovered by the act of the one who covets, in steal- 
ing the thing coveted, or getting unlawful possession 
of it in some way; ss, for instance, a man covets 
another man’s horse, which he fiually steale. But he 
then bresks snother law, which says, “Thou shalt 
not steal,” and the law of the land in every state 
already forbids thst, and thus far has already adopted 
the moral law. Or if the covetous man desires his 
neighbor's wife snd sueceeds in seducing her, 
he bresks another law of the land, which BBy8, &R 
does the moral law, “ Toon shalt not commit adul- 
tery.” But for the thought of the heart, wherein 
covetousners finds its seat, who ean discover the 
transgressor and punish him? The moral law savs, 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery,” but Ohrist adds 
to that law, and makes a part of it, this sentiment, 
namely, * He that lusts afier a woman commits adul- 
tery.” Wiil not our law executors be kept busy in 
detecting the sinners in this direction? And may 
not the blow fall in unexpected quarters? May it 
not reach many of the law-makers? Hatred is added 
by Ohrist to the origins] moral statute against mur- 
der. Mormon haters, Jew haters, Infidel haters, 
among Protesisnts and Catholica, must be punished, 
but who among the elergy can cast the first stone at 
the sinner in this direction? And Protestants hate 
Catholies—st least multitudes do, as do multitudes 
of Catholics hate Protestants, 

But is it the idea to enforce these moral principles 
80 much as it is to compel the acknowledgment of 
“allegiance to Jesus Christ?” This is emphatically 
declared to be the intention of the amendment. But 
can anyone declare allegiance to Jesus Ohrist and 
not submit to his laws, observe his institutions and 
ordinances, and practice the usages that he bas 
appointed, and which his disciples of former days 
obeyed, or honored, or observed? Now, Obristian 
laws, institutions, and usages are those which belong 
exclusivly to the Obrisiian religion, or those that are 
particularly and exelusivly a part of Christianity. 
To say that these “laws, institutions, and usages” 
refer to those which were peculisr to the Mosaic 
economy, such as circumcision, sacrificial offerings of 
bulls, goste, lembr, etc, and divers washings, eto, 
will be denied most energetically by these National 
Reformers, for to a man they declare that these are 

all “done away,” “blotted out," “nailed to the 
cross,” ete. They cannot call the moral Jaw or Ten 


THE TRUTH 


Commandments “Christian laws, institutions, and 


usages,” for two reasons: 1. There is but one of the 
ten that could be called an “ institution" (even if that 
could properly be se called), and that is the Fourth 
Oommandment relating to the Sabbath day. Aad 
no “usages” are found in the “moral iaw” socalled. 2. 
If they were Christian law, eto., then these National 
Reformers must admit that Ohristianity began with 
Moses on Mount Sinai, and not with Ohrist in Qali- 
lee. But they stoutly afirm that Christianity began 
with Christ (and they musi say go to tell the truth). 
And if Bo, then “Obriatian laws, institutions, and 
usages ” are those that belong particularly and pecul. 
iarly to Christianity or the religion established by 
Ohrist. Is not this logical and fair? Is it not the 
simple truth? No one can deny it, What then? 
Why, that the ‘laws, institutions, and usages” 


referred io that are to be “placed upon an underi- 


able legal basis in the fundemental law of the land” 
are such Jaws and institutions and usages as Jesus 
Onrist enacted, instituted, aed practiced. Now, I 
eannot take space to refer to all the laws thai he 
gave, so I will refer to one only, but a prominent 
one, however. He ecmmanded thus: “Go ye into 
al the world and preach the gospel! io every oreat- 
ure." This command effects a certsin class only— 
that ig, the ministry. 

It reads is another place thus: “Go, and teach ail 
nations "—i.&., tesch the gospel—“ baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost" Now, right hero we must stop and 
ask a pertinent question. It is this, Must they bap- 
tize the people against their will, or baptize only 
those who are willing? The whole question st iesus 
bangs on the answer, If agaicet their will will iè 
be by using physical forse, or by the threatening of 
fine or imprisonment, or stripes, or confiscation of 
property, or disirancbisement, or some other form 
of punishment? If by physical or brute force, can 
Ged accept such beptism? Never. Would not 
Christianity be abhorred by every free and thought- 
ful mind? Wouid it net be resisted unto death in a 
multitude of cazes? If men and women are bap- 
tized through pecuniary lose, or physienl pain, or 
loss of citizenship, would not their act be hrpcerit- 
ical, unless performed under protest? Aud in either 
ease it would be unacceptable to God. But on the 


other hand—now mark it—if only those who are}. 


willing are baptized, and thus freedom of will and 
action and freedom of concoeienes is allowed on this 
question, or as regards this law, which is so impor- 
sanf, as all who profess to believe the Bible must 
admit, and if God approves of this liberty of con- 
science, will, avd action, then i$ must be allowed by 
man, and will be allowed of God in regard to other 
laws, less directly connected with a man’s galvation ; 
and particularly eughs liberty be allowed on the 
Ssbbath question, as the observance of this day of 
rest seems to concern a man’s physical well-being 
more then his spiritual neoessities. Bat sdmitting 
that force is used, or people are coerced through 
fear of physical suffering or pecuniary loss, or loss 
of civil rights, ete., to be baptized, what form of 
baptism shall be the one adopted? Now, here will 
come & home question—and if Infidels shall guffer, so 
shall either one of two classes of religionists be 
made to viclate their consciszee—Shall Congress 
decide that sprinkling a drop cr two of water on the 
head is baptism, snd shall be the mode adopted? 
What will the two million (at lesst) of believers in 
immersion alone, as the trna baptism, do? They 
will hav to submit, or suffer the penalty, whatever it 
mey be. If they submit through fear of punish- 
ment, they ara cowards or hypoorits; if they are 
physically forced to submit, they can quiet their con- 
science, but will they ever consider tnemselva bap- 
tizad by an act which, in their very souls, they be. 
lieve is in no sensa baptism? It will not be so bad 
on the other side, ¿e., if immersion is made the 
national mode, for about ali sprinklers concede im- 
mersion to be valid baptism, but they will demur 
when called upon to be izemersed, for they think 


‘that they hav been baptized by an equally valid form, 


ie., by spriukling. Now, baptism is one of tke ae- 
knowledged “ Christian institutions and must be made 
obligatory upon all citizens and inhabitants of the 
land, and it will be so declared when this religious 
amendment is adopted. And some mode must be 
made the national form of administering the ordi. 
nanee Or institution. Aud Congress will hav a fine 
time in settling a question that the religious world 
hav been disputing about for the past three hundred 
years at least, and upon which they kav divided into 
sects, and because of which they will not fellowship 
each other, or, at least, some will not eat the sacra- 
ment with those not immersed. Can a Congress be 
elected that can settle this question? Not until the 
Catholics are strong enough to aid the sprinklers in 
every Congressional district to eleet those who will 
vote for sprinkiing. But the idea of an arm of a 
secular government deciding upon a disputed theo- 
logical question ! 

But would it be a secular government, when that 
and similar steps are taken? Of course it would not 
be, but it would be a religio-political government, if 
not really a theocracy, and therefore no longer a re- 


SEEKER, NOVEMBER S S, 


1890. 


publie. And when it bacomes a theocracy, Infidels 
will bə disfrauchised. That this is contemplated, we 
will now prove. Firat, I will quote from the Chris- 
tian Statesman, the organ of the National Reform 
party, Oct. 2, 1884, “ Giv all men to understand that 
this is a Christian nation; and that believing that 
without Christianity wo perisb, wo must maintain by 
all right means our Ohristian chsracter. Insert this 
character in our Constitution." Again, “Enforce 
upon ali who come among us the laws of Obristian 
morality" Now, what does enforce mean? It. 
means to force; to constrain; to compel ; to execute 
with vigor. And now what shall be the penalty to 
be irflieted upon the disobedient, that is, those who 
refuae to obey the laws of “ Ohristien morality "—not 
Mesaic laws of morality, bear iu mind, but the 
Christian laws, institutions, and usages, thet is, bap- 
tem, the Lord's Supper, or eucharist, publie wor- 
ship, prayers, ete., and such of the Ten Oommand- 
ments asare by them incorporated into the Christian 
faith? And thess commandments that would be incor- 
porated would be those that sre not slresdy in force 
in every stata and territory in ihe Unior, such sg 
the laws sgsinet gtesling, perjury, murder, and adul. 
tery. They would be, of course, there not aiready 
enacted in statutes by the states or general govern- 
ment, such as the commandment requiring the ac- 
knowledgment of God or Jehovah; the Jaw against 
making and bowing down to imeges; the laws 
ageinst profane swearing ; against Sabbath breaking, 
and dishonoring of parents. But I insist, aud insist 
in moat emphatic terms, that the Obristian laws and 
institutions and usages aro such as acknowledging 
Jesus Christ as king; faith in him as the son of 
God, as the savior of the world, as the only medi- 
aior, ete. Repentance, baptism, ths parteking of the 
sacrament, attendance at churoh, rnd support of the 
ministry, eto., these are all contemplated, and are in- 
cluded in the “Christian laws, institutions, and uss ges” 
to be enforced; and I ack again, wha? is the penalty 
for disobedience? In the Christian Statesman of 
Nov. 1, 1883, this sentiment is found, viz, ‘ What 
effect would the adopiion of the Ohristian amend- 
ment, together with the proposed changes in the 
Constitution, hav upon those who deny that God is 
the sovereign, Chriet the ruler, and the Bible the 
law? This brings up the conscience question at once. 
. . The classes who would object are, as THE 
TRUTH SeEKer has seid, Jaws, Infidels, Atheists, and 
others. These classes are perfectly satisfied with the 
Constitution as itis. How would they stand toward 
it if if reecgnized the authority of cur Lord Jesus 
Christ? To be perfeotly plais, I believe that the ex- 
istence of a Christian Constitution would diefranchise 
every logically consistent Infidel.” There you hav it, 
Mr. Infidel. These people propose and deliberately 
intend to deprive you, and not only you but Jews and 
others, yea, al! others who dissent to their proposed 
laws, institutions, aud usages, of the inestimable 
boon of citizenship in this glorious (at present) re- 
public; to eave whioh from destruction many thou- 
sands of dissenters, Jews, aud Infidels—snd Atheists 
even—risked their lives, and lost, or many of them . 
did, legs and arms and hesith ; aad for the salvation 
of which repubiic the huebands, fathers, brothers, 
and sons of thousands of Freethinking and dissent. 
ing women lost their lives; and to save which 
countless millions of dollara were freely spent. This- 
boon for which our forefathers fought and bled, and 
for which many died, is to be snatched from us, by 
these blinded religious zeslots, because we may ob- 
ject to some or all of their so called Ohristian laws, 
institutions, and usages, many of which cannot be 
sustained by the Bible, which they pretend to so 
much reverence. I am a Ohristian minister; I 
believe in the one liviag and true Ged; I acknowi- 
edge Jesus Obrist as the only begotten son of God, 
and the savior of the world, end as the only mediator 
between God and man; I believe in the gospel of 
faith, repentance, baptism by immersion; I believa 
in the holy spirit as a comforter and guide; I believe 
in the resurrection of the dead and in eterna) judg- 
ment (but not in sternal suffering), but I do not, I 
cannot, and I will not, s9 kelp me God, aecep! the 
so-called orthodox idea of the godhead, nor of their 
popish doctrin of infant sprinkling, absurdly called 
baptism, nor their dogma of eternal torment and 
other unseriptural theories; for judging from tbe 
names of most of the chief men of this National Re- 
form party and the churches which are most prom- 
ineatly represented in it, and knowing what the 
creeds of these men and churches are, I know that 
I cannot conscientiously indorse many of their defini- 
tions of “Caristian laws, institutions, and usages,” 
because, simply, I am confident that they are un- 
soriptural, and many of them illogical. 

Do these fanatics suppose that we who are more 
consistent and firmer believers in Bible Christianity 
than most of ther are, will tamely aubmit to be de- 
prived of citizenship bseause we cannot agree with 
their dogmas? My ancestors fought under Washing- 
ton at Germantown, Brandywine, and elsewhere, and 
endured with him the rigors of the winter at Valley 
Forge. Physical disqualifications prevented me in 
three different attempts from taking activ pert in the 
war for the Union, and I do not propose to be de. 
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prived of citizenship without a struggle, and I think | ship, eto? What then? Is it not lying? 


there are several hundred thousand more who hav 
the same determination. If a struggle for civil and 
religious liberty comes, ii will be a battle forced on 
Jews, Infidels, and “others,” and we bslong to that 
class, for we are not Jews, Infidels, Atheists, nor 
National Reformers. Bus let us hope of these Re- 
formers that the eyes of their understanding may be 
opened in time to seo where the current of their mad- 
ness and folly is fast drifting them, even to the 
whirlpool of s fierce and relentless sivil wer from 
which Protestantism will emerge crestfallen and 


crushed, reudsrad co helpless that Rome, who has 


simply looked ow an interested yet unsympathetic 
spectator, will quietly assumes the reins of govern- 
ment in the whole country, and finding the Oonstitu- 
tion committed to the enforcement of the Jaws, insti- 
tutions, and usages of the Christian religion, will 
spesdily change ihem to suit her interpretation of 
the Christian religion, and then Protestants will hav 
to swallow their own medicin, bitter as it may and 
will be. 

Now, why is it that the Ontholio church looks on 
80 complacently, aud even offers its sid and sympa- 
thy to this movement to amend the Constitution and 
make the Onristian religion the national spouse, 
when it knowa that some of her cherished traditions 
wil be struck at and some of her usages positivly 
prohibited? Now I can tell your readers just why 
itis. But let me say first, do not be deceived with 
the idea that Rome bas changed and has become 
more liberal and tolerant. That is all bosh and the 
country will find it so. It cannot be so under the 
rulership of an Italian pops aad a Jesuit. It might 
be if Oardinal Gibbous was chcsen pope, which is 
not probable. No; the true reason why this move- 
ment is indorsed by that church is, because it firmly 
and not unreasonably believes that by the time this 
constitutional change is made and decision reached 
by Congress as to what “Christien laws, institu 
tions, and usages” shall be made legal and enforced, 
they (the church of Rome) will be strong enough in 
numbers in the United States to either prevent Con- 
gressmen from being chosen who w:ll ba inimical to 
Romish interests, or they will in all quarters choose 
men who will incorporate positiv Romish laws, insti- 
tuitions, and usages into the fundamental laws of the 
land. The sacred college of cardinals at Rome are 
smiling broadly, and rubbing their hands with glee, 
at the sight of the Protestants playing so unwit- 
tingly into their hands. Why should they not 
rejoice, when they know that their church can never 
be pushed to the front and made the nation’s faith, 
or receive especial governmental aid, so long as. the 
Constitution remains a3 itis? Therefore, if it can be 
sltered by others in such a way that it can be em- 
ployed after a while to the great aud sole advantage 
of their church, without exciting suepicion and alarm 
at their intentions, they can well afford to giv the 
National Reform movement their sympathy and aid, 
knowing at the same time that these Reformers really 
mean to put the brakes on them as well as on Jews 
and Infidels and “dthers;” but they expect to “turu 
the tables” on the Raformers after a while, and they 
surely wil. And what need Jaws, Infidels, Atheists, 
and others care, for they will receive as much mercy 
at the hands of the Catholic church as they will at 
the hands of the National Roform party, if not more? 
The church of Rome of course wants the Constitu- 
tion changed, so that it will permit an establishment 
of religion, or the establishment of a national re- 
ligion, but it well knows that it would not do to 
undertake to advocate the change in the interest of 
that church, for then Protestants would heartily 
unite with '' Jews, Infidels, Atheists, and others,” to 
keep the Constitution as it is, but if they can quietly 
aid these Reformers to do their work, and use them 
as cats-paws to puli their chestnuts out of the fire, 
they of course will cheerfully do it, but keeping in 
mind all the time the one sole object—the interests 
of the church of Rome, no matter at what cost (to 
others especially). But we hav not done with Ohris- 
tian Jaws and institutions. There is another insti- 
tution called the Lord’s Supper which will be con- 
tended for, and this the Nations] Reformers and 
Catholics cannot at all agres upon, but they can 
compromise for awhile. 

But the point I wish to make is, that baptism and 
the Lord's Supper may form a “ mark”—one, that 
of sprinkling, being on the forehead; the other, tak- 
ing of the bread and wine, will be & “mark” in the 
right hand, with the hand of fellowship given at the 
same time. Another and a most important point is, 
that these “institutions” will hav to be observed by 
all. But here comes a grand difficulty, and it is 
this, viz: These Reformers will not permit baptism 
to be performed or the Lord's Supper to be partaken 
of except upon a publie profession of faith in Ohrist 
and an open statement on the psrb of. the applicant 
for these church favors that he bas received “remission 
1f sins” and the “baptism of the Holy Spirit" and 
18 a “child of God” and a “ truly converted” person. 
He must make some such confession or declaration. 
If it is an honest, genuin statement, all right. But 
suppose it is made under restraint, or made through 


fear of punishment, loss of property, loss of citizen- ' 
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Is it not 
hypocrisy? Is it not blasphemy? Is it not sinning 
against the Holy Ghost? These Reformers wili ail 
say that if the above declarations are mede falsely, 
and knowingly so, it would be ali that. Yet 
they propose to compel people to thus lie and act 
the hypoorit, and to thus blaspheme and sin, by 
requiring them to be baptized (as they would call it), 
and by requiring them to openly profess faith in 
Ohrist, repentance, remission of sing, birth of the 
Holy Spirit, chavge of heart, eto., before they could 
be baptized. The next thing sfter baptism would 
be reception into the church by the right hand of 
fellowship being given to the candidate. The next 
thing would be the continual or regular attendance 
at church. The next thing would be the regular 
systematic giving of money for the support of the 
minister and foreign missions, and to build new 
and costly edifices, etc. And now, may it not be 
asked if the real object of all this effort to make 
this a Ohristian nation, by compelling everybody to 
make an open profession of Christianity, is not to 
fill up the churches and make the minister's salary 
sure? Are not selfish, sordid, mercenary motives at 
the bottom of all this attempt to Ohristianize this 
nation? Is not pride, love of ease and love of 
power, love cf populerity and love of money, 
the true foundation of this religious amendment 
movement? If not with the masses, is it not the 
ease with the leaders, or many of them, at least? 
But they will be grievously mistaken—they will 
neither fill their churches nor their purses by this 
method. They will, however, deplete both in the 
end. They are sowing to the wind, they will reap 
the whirlwind. Instead of a harvest of souls and 
greenbacke they will gather drsgon's teeth in the 
terrible by and by. We think the snswer to our 
question, * What are they driving at?" is, they sre 
aiming at the destruction of the liberty, the peace, 
the prosperity, snd continuity of the republic, and 
that for purely selfish and ignoble purposes. 
T. W. Surra, American missionary. 
Papeete, Zahito. 
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Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


In our lest week's Freethought News it was stated 
through a typogrsphieal error that the income of the 
Society of Holy Childhood was in 1888, 12 966 franes. 
It should hav been 912,966 francs. Let us giv the 
scarlet lady her due. 


The Federation of French Freethought Societies is 
steadily growing. During the month of September 


two new societies were added, besides several indi- 


vidus] members, among whom there were three Paris- 
ian aldermen.— Bulletin Mensuelle. 


In Frankfurt a. M. the Social Damocratic editor 
Hoch has been arrested for cffanse given to the 
majesty and God. — Z"reiheit. Some German author- 
ities must hav séances with their God; how can 
they otherwise know that his feelings hav been hurt ? 


Tha agitation tending to a leaving of the state 
church in & body is spreading over Germany. Dr. 
Ruger has delivered lectures in several cities and 
thereby created a great scare among the “ shepherds,” 
who are causing circulars to be distributed calling 
upon the sheep to organize “ mer-societies | women 
cannot be intrusted with such matters]for ihe pres- 
ervation of the religious snd woridly peace of 
society." — F'reireligióses Sonntags Blatt. Even the 
thoroughgoing Freethinker loves peace, but not the 
peace of slavery. Break the chains! 


A clerical reaction, or, less dreadful, a fishing for 
orthodox votes at the coming election, has induced 
President Carnot, who is a Freethinker, to start a 
small flirtation with the holy mother church. He 
bas restored the mummery called the Mass of the 
Cardinals at the National Lyceum, which his prede- 
cessor prohibited. Benedictines, Oapucines, nuns 
of various orders-—all these clerical loafers hav re 
turned, to begin anew their conspiracies against the 
republic—Za Verité. What will the shade of Paul 
Bert say? It behooves the French Freethinkers to 
be on the alert now. Organize! 


In the smaller cities of Belgium the climate is very 
unhealthy not alone for F'rasthinkers, but eves for or- 
dinary individuals possessing a grain of common 
sense. A policeman in tke city of Meenin was care. 
less enough to state,in a restaurant, that Virgin 
Mary was mother to divers other youngsters besides 
Jesus, and when contradicted he backed up his state- 
ment with Bible quotations. That was too much for 
the priest-ridden city fathers, and on instigation of 
the clergy ten striking arguments were applied upon 
the heretic's back with a whip. The forcible charac- 
ter of the clerical arguments no doubt convinced 
the sinner that teecbing theology was not his vocs- 


tion.—De Voorwacht. 


Our Swedish friends are, in spite of a section 13, 
not idle. Mr. Bergheil’s sentence of three months’ 


imprisonment for blasphemy by the Jookoping city 
court has been sustained by Göta Hofrütt, but as there 
is à Supreme court and a king left, we hope he will 
escape. Although the Swedish Freethinkers hav 
contributed freely and largely to his defense, yet the 
defense fund was not very great, and in Sweden as 
everywhere else money is required. Let us help our 
brethren. There are plenty of Scandinavians here in 
the United States who cannot read Euglisk ; send 
them Fritänkaren for & year. It will giv their ortho- 
doxy s good shaking, and at the same time help our 
transatlantic friends. Itis but $1 a year. Address 
your letter fo Captain Thomson, Bryggaregatan 25, 
Stockholm. . 


The Roman Catholic paper Æl Bandere Catolico, 
pubiished at Madrid, rejoices over the attitude of 
President Carnot and the defeat of the Liberal party 
inSpain. The quantity of editorial gush being rather 
greai, we will confine ourselvs to the following, 
quite characteristic, extract: “Thanks be to God, we 
are returning to the times when those who promul- 
gate false, heretical opinions are exemplarily pun- 
ished. The re-eatablishment of the Inquisition ap- 
pears in the near future. Let her actions be more 
shining and ieeming in results than they were in years 
of the past! Our Catholic heart is overflowing with 
faith and zeal; the immense joy feit by us from con- 
templating the results of our actual campaign sur- 
passes all imsgination. What a trest will it not be 
for us to beboid our enemies writhing in the flames 
of the Inquisition!” If we in the year of the world’s 
curse 1890 are treated to such sentiments, what must 
the loving spirit vf Christianity hav been when she 
stood at the pinnacle of her power? 


When the Swedish authorities framed section 13 
in the law for “preservation of order in the cities of 
the iand,” they evidently intended to produce a 
modern illustration of the infamous “ peace reigns at 
Warsaw.” According to ssction 13, it is prohibited 
Mies Hiida Eke!6! to stert a meeting where subjects 
like, The Bibie is a Divinely Inspired Book, Morality 
depends upon Christianity, were to be defended. A 
social gathering in Helsingborg is contrary to section 
18, when a man like Victor Lennstrand is to partic- 
ipate ; section 13 prohibits lectures by Lennstrand on 
subjects unknown to the authorities; it prohibits 
the reading of a chapter of the Bible without com- 
ments; it punishes the man who finishes s lecture at 
7 a.m. in place of 8 a.m. as be had notified the Visby 
authorities he would; in Eskildetuna and Visby it 
probibits lectures, no matter what the subject may be; 
it condemns a man to a fine of five crowns for not in- - 
forming the sutborities in time that he intends to 
lecture (in two instances the announcement was given 
eighty hours before the meeting was held) ; in Stock- 
holm it fines a man fifty crowns for daring to accept 
an invitation to spend an evening, without informing 
the police, with frienda in the private home of one of 
them; it prohibits the public reading of a lecture 
deemed blssphemous by sky pilots and a bigoted 
little king and his creatures, and yet the same lecture 
is pronounced all right by & jury and is for sale in 
most bcokstores. We would like to know wherein 
consists the right of free speech and meeting in 
Sweden. Gustave NELSON. 

———— 9-4 9——————— 

Tuovan not without a bitter resistance on the part 
of the clergy, men began to think that pestilences 
are not punishments inflicted by God on society for 
its religious shortcomings, but the physical conse- 
quences of filth and wretchedness ; that the proper 
mode of avoiding them is not by praying to the 
saints, but by insuring personal and municipal clean- 
liness. In the twelfth century it was found neces- 
sary to pave the streets of Paris, the stench in them 
was so dreadful. At once dysenteries and spotted 
fever diminished; a sanitary condition approaching 
that of the Moorish cities of Spain, which had been 
paved for centuries, was attained. In that now 
beautiful metropolis it was forbidden to keep swine, 
an ordiaance resented by the monks of the abbey of 
St. Anthony, who demanded that the pigs of that 
agint should go where they chose; the government 
was obliged to compromise the matter by requiring 
that bells should be fastened to the animals’ necks. 
King Philip, the son of Louis the Fat, had been 
kilied by his korse stumbling over a sow. Prohibi- 
tions were published against throwing slops out of 
the windows. In 1870 an eye-w:iness, the author of 
this book, at the ciose of the pontifiea! rule in Rome, 
found that, in walking the ordure- defiled streets of 
that city, it was more necessary to inspect the earth 
then to contemplate the heavens, in order to pre- 
serve personal purity.— Professor Draper. 

m 


Tas conception of wiicheraft, which had existed in 
England from the earliest period, assumed for the 
first time a certain promineno^ amid tbe religious 
terrorism of the Reforwation; its importance grad- 
ually increased as the trials and executions directed 
publio attention to the subject; aud it, at last, 
reached its climsx under the gloomy theology of the 
Puritans.—Lecky. 
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The Fourteenth Annual Congress of The Amer- 
‘ican Secular Union. 


The Freethinkers of Portsmouth, Ohio, deserve a 
great desl of credit for their efforts fer the four- 
- . teenth annual Congress of the American Secu‘ar 
Union. The Portsmouth Secular Union is young, 
but its energy bas been fully demonstrated. Its 
secretary, W. S. Andres, is what the Westerners call 
a hustler, acd, aided by the president, Mr. J. L. 
Treuthart, he gave the speekers the largest audiences 
that ever attended a Secular Union congress, except 
the audiences that greeted Colonel Ingersoll when. 
ever he was able to be present. The Opera House 
in which the sessions were held is a large building 
and a thousand people barely fill it. At the evening 
sessions, when speeches were on the program, it was 
crowded, as it was all day Sunday. The stage was 
prettily decorated with flags and banners and por- 


— portrait of Colonel Ingersoll occupying the cen- 
ter position. The music was excellent. and the local 
press were respectfully friendly, the Blade warmly 
‘and the Zimes discreetly so. With the exception of 
the ministers, and the proprietor cf the Biggs House, 
` where the visitors made their headquarters, who gave 
‘the delegates more spiritual than material food, the 
citizens of Portsmouth greeted the Secularists very 
cordially, though they didn’t quite understand what 
the heretics were driving at. However, they found 
that out before the Congress closed. 
When the Congress opened on Friday evening, 
besides the life members and delegates present there 
. were visiting Liberals from many points. S. W. 
-Devenbaugh, of Brimfield, Ind., and John Downs, 
of Steubenville, Ohio, were on hand, ss they hav 
' been for many consecutiv congresses. Voltairine de 
Oleyre ard Paul Carus, editor of the Open Court, 
eame from Chicago. D H. Smith and R. G. Smith, 
of Alliance, Ohio, were present to take L K. Wash- 
burn in tow and keep him busy lecturing for a week 
. when the Congress closed. G. B. Van Ess dropped 
in from Mechanicsburg, Ohio, to pav vp bis subscrip- 
tion and see the Editor of Tug Taurs Szxxer S. M. 
Bower came down from North Baltimore, and there 
were also Mrs. Ames, of Chiezgo, W. W. Wiison and 
"daughter, of Spiceland, Ind; J M. Shank, of Hurri- 
cane, W Va.; S. S. D. an, Mrs. F. D. Dean, and Miss 
A. M. Dean, who came a long distance to see Mr. 
"Washburn; Raiph Taylor; Geo. E Light, president 
of the Eureka Heating and Ventilating Co., with a 
friend who looks sat Heston’s pictures every week; 
B. D. Moore, of Adrian, Mich.; Mrs. Lyndall, and a 
great many others. 


The first thing on the program Friday evening 
was music by Miss Sarah Stevens, s young lady of. 
beauty and skill, and Messrs. White and Miller, who 


possessed the same attributes with variations. 
Throughout the Congress they made harmony for 
the delegates, and sometimes it was badly needed. 
The ball was well filled to hear their townsman. J. 
L. Treuthart, welcome his fellow-Freetbinkers. He 
began by paying compliments to the p esident of 
the Union, and the president’s home city, and re- 
ferred to the seere'ary in a graceful way, as became 
both parties. The Portsmouth Unior, he said, wel- 
comed the Congress asa child receivers a visit of s 
parent. There was also a large public sentiment 
favoring the objects of the Union, foremost in pro- 
moting which were the newspaper men. This senti- 
ment was an indication cf tne progress of the sge. 
when newspapers can eff rd to tell bre trutb. The 
bu-iness men of the town also realized that Ports- 
nouth was outgrowing the narrowness that might 
hav been once charged to it. He also welcomed the 
Uaion on behalf cf the seboolohildren who were 

. entitled to know that facts never contradict trutb. 
For two thoussrd years the sstropomers bad beer 
mski: g almsnacr, ard calculating eclipses and other 
movements of the heavenly bodies What would 
become of astromemy, he asked. if some Josbus 
could fake hold of the epokes of the wheel of time 
apd stop tbe revolution of the earth ? 

At the cone'vsion cf Mr Trenthart’s address, 
Judge F. C Sarl, of Portem-uth, read a poem. 
Tbe judge is a pertbeisties] Deirt, ard bis poem 

` expreseed bia sentimenta. It ie Jorg. bot we will 
print it +tortly. When be bed finished President 
Westtrook t*bsrk«d the Portemouth U.ion for ite 
&nlendid welcome. When be r«fl-cted tbat the local 
Union was orly six months old he was sstoniebed at. 
it^ energy. In Metbodism new converts were placed 
on probation, but he thought the Portsmouth Sec- 
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ular Union could be taken at once into full connec- 
tion. In responee to the compliments paid his city 
he referred to Girard College, and said the case 
against the Christians who are perverting that mag- 
vificent charity is under way. The sixteen hundred 
orphans there were not getting the kind of educs- 
tion Girard intended they should. They were to 
be taught the principles of the purest morality, but 
instead were indoctrinated by lay Christians who 
went there to preach. The Secular Union was en 
gaged in prepsring a Manual of Morals, and the 
thousand dollars prize for the best book on the sub- 
ject would probably be awarded about Ohristmas. 

The Congress had not met to discuss theology, 
but to protest against the union of church and state 
The Union had a great variety of membership— 
Spiritualists, Materialiets, Agnostics, Deiste, Athe- 
ists, but all united in opposing the connection be 
tween the government and the church. He thanked 
the Secular Union, the press, and the people of Ports- 
mouth for their hospitality. 

Four manly young fellows—Messrs. Miller, Rice, 
Kennedy, and Adamr—with guitars hung to their 
necks by red ribbons, then rendered “The Spanish 
Students,” and tried to retire, but the audience ob 
jected and compelled them to repeat. When they 
finally got away, Miss Ida Oraddock, secretary of the 
Union, read her address, from which we take a few 
psragraphs. Her ideas are worthy to be practical- 


ized, and her recommendation of the pansy as a dis- 
tinet but unobtrusiv badge, following the example of 


our brethren of Frauce, has reason in it. 
. traits of prominent men— Grant, Garfield, and others |. pone 


She said : 


Me. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR 
Union, anD Frienps: I hav been asked to speak to you to- 
night on methods of extending our work. I will, therefore, 


notoccupy your time with any discussion of our Nine De- 


mands; nor will I make any special appeal to you on the 
necessity for union among Liberals. We hav done that 
already by circular. Besides, I know that you hope for 
more thorough organization, or you would not be here to- 
night. 

want to take this opportunity of thanking my fellow- 
members for their uniform kindness and patience with me 
during this year of my apprenticeship and especially for the 
many encouraging letters sent me as I began to grow up to 
the work. Dear friends, you who hav dropped in just a 
word or two of sympathv, of counsel or encouragement, in 
your letters, you will never know how often you hav light- 
ened the labor of the wnole day for me by your friendly 
interest. 

Before entering on the business of my address, I had 
hoped to say something to those of our Liberal friends who 
are so interested in the labor question as to feel that even 
the cause of the American Secular Union is dwarfed before 
it. Ihad hoped to show them the importance of our work as 
a means to the end of industrial reform. I had hoped to 
show them that, before industrial reform of any sort can be 
accomplished on a sure basis—whether Socialistic or indi- 
vidualistic, or, as is most likely, on a compromise of the two 
—we must make it impossible for any churchly power to get 
its grip on the throat of the state. But our president has 
warned me to confine myself strictly to methods of organiza- 
tion to-night. 

At this time the American Secular Union is confronted 
with two distinct ] nes of policy from which tochoose. One 
is the policy which it has steadily maintained during the 
past year, of st ict non.partisanship in religious matters, 
snd open-handed hospitality to all who believe in total sepa- 
ration of church and state, whether the applicant for mem- 
bership be Deist or Atheist, Freethinker or churchman. 

The other policy looks further than the mere separation of 
church and state It demands perpetual and unflinching 
hostility to the Christian rebgion, and an aggressiv warfare 
whose aim is finally to cripple the church, if not to kill it off 
entirely. 

One important means of extending our work has been agi- 
tated considerably in the Liberal papers of late—the forma- 
tion of a lecture bureau. 

Another matter which I hope to hear discussed to-morrow, 
and to which I can spare but a brief passing notice, is the 
ides of a mutual aid society among Liberals, under the aus- 
pices and fostering care of the American Secular Union, and 
pledged in turn to spread our principles every where, to cir- 


culate our literature, and to win fresh recruits to our ranks. 
Such a society, if properly managed, could be made a power- 
fu] engin for the good cause 


Another method of extending our work is by securing alli- 


ances with organizations which are striving for religious lib- 
erty; and this is something in which all Liberals should 
help, no matter how those otber organizations may differ 
from us in the matter of greater conservatism or 
radicalism. 
auxiliaries who will accept the Nine Demands, no matter 


reater 
Our constitution provides & welcome for all 


what principles they may hold in addition.  Among'others, 
there occur to me two societies whom I should like to see our 
allies. One i» the Weman’s National Liberal Union. Its 
platform, which denounces the church as "that ever most 
unscrupulous enemy of freedom,” is far more radical than 
ours, which strictly holds to non-partisansbip in religious 
matters; avd yet there is every reason why a union of that 
eeciety with ours would be of advantage to both—eapecially 
when it is remembered that the American Secular Union 
requires of its auxiliaries nothing but c óperation in the work 
ro de r to us al), and that it leaves them perfectly free in 
other matters. The Woman's National Liberal Union is a 
noble movement; and I trust that the day will come when 
that society will stand foremest in the ranks of the great. 
army of the American Secular Union. 

Another society whose ccóperation, it occurs to me, would 
be a good thing, is the National Religious Liberty Associa. 
tion of the Seventh Day Adventists. "These people, like our- 
selvs, protest against the bigotry which would compel us all 
to observe Bunday in a religious way. and which already 
makes it a penal offense, in many places, to do an honest 
day's work or to indulge in such innocent recreation as ball. 
playing on that day. Unlike ourselvs, they protest because 
they believe in keeping Saturday as a Sabbath—although 
they hav never yet advocated enforcing its observance on 
other people. Unlike ourselvs, their declaration of princi- 
ples contains a religious bias. But upon the work of total 
separation of church and state we stand shoulder to shoul- 
der; and it does seem a pity that we should not join forces 


in behalf of this great principle of religious liberty, even 
though we work from different motiva—they from the desire to 
uphold their specia! Christian doctrin, we to uphold the prin- 
ciples of Freethought. Dear friends, can we not bring about 
an alliance in this direction also? 

But my great concern is: How shall we reach the young ? 
How shall we save them from falling into that religious su- 
perstition which puts the cross higher than their moral duty 
as good citizens, and which teaches them to consider what 
the church sneeringly calls ‘‘mere morality” as of little 
account in the sight of the deity whom they worship? How 
shall we fire them with the desire to make a heroic stand 
against the iniquitous union of church and state? How 
shal we fit them to take the vacant places in the Liberal 
ranks—places left vacant almost monthly by the death of — 
our gray-haired veterans? E 

One means of reaching the young, it seems to me, is 
through our Liberal papers. Tue TRUTH SEEKER has already 
made a move in this direction, with its bright and pleasant 
-‘ Children’s Corner,” so ably conducted by Miss Susan 
Wixon. I hav noticed in this department more than one 
crude, childish letter, evidently written in an outgush of 
youthful Liberalism, which has received, in a footnote by 
Miss Wixon, a few judicious and kindly comments which 
cannot fail to strengthen the chain between the child's heart 
and the Liberal cause. The Jnvest/gaior, too, has a warm 
spot in its heart for the children, and never fails to remember 
them with well-chosen and effectiv selections. But even 
these, with some scattered efforts by other papers, are not 
sufficient. They are a beginning; but we need more. 

Another means— which at first may seem insignificant—is 
the adoption of a universal badge by all Liberals, old and 
young—a badge which shall be simple, inexpensiv, easily 
obtained, and which can be made as conspicuous or as mod- 
est as the taste of the wearer may dictate. The Freethinkers 
of France hav already adopted the pansy as a symbol of 
Freethought, and they propose to recommend this at a com- 
ing international conference of Freethinkers. Tbe word 
** pansy,” as you are doubtless aware, comes from the Frerch 
word “pensee,” which means ''thought," and there thus 
seems a fitness in its adoption as a symbol of Freethought. 
It is a flower which is easily raised in pots or window-boxes ; 
it occurs in a variety of colors; it is effectiv as a decoration 
on ribbons or banners; and last, but not least, it has been 
duplicated in all sorts of tiny and iuexpensiv pins, suitable 
for gentlemen’s badge-pins- some of them retailing as low 
as three cents in the trimming stores. Were the pansy 
adopted by Freethinkers as a universal badge, there is no 
reaeon why the poorest of us might not display the Free- 
thought symbol at all times in a suitable and modest way. 
Think what it would mean to our ecclesiastical opponents to 
meet the pansy at every turn, as they certainly would, for 
the people in the United States who do not really believe in 
the church, and who do really believe in freedom of thought, 
vastly outnumber the church people. Do you doubt it? 
Here are some figures by churchmen themselvs: 

Rev. Dr. T. P Stevenson, editor of the Christian States- 
man, in an address this summer at Lakeside, O., stated that 
Christians had every reason to congratulate themselvs, as 
faras numbers go. He stated, as an encouragement to his 
hearers, that ‘‘ one person in every five professes the veligion 
of Jesus.” Remember that this is the estimate of one of our 
leading opponents, a gentleman every way qualified to speak 
with authority on the subject, and remember also that he 
was turning the fair side to London when he made that re- 
mark. It is but right to add that he felt justified in assum- 
ing a larger proportion of those attached to the church, 
were the relativs and dependants taken into account. 
And, after roughly estimating these at forty-five millions, he 
adds. exultingly : ‘‘Imperfect as is the organization of the 
church on account of her sectarian divisions, the remaining 
twenty millions hav no organization to compare with it. 
Nor hav they," he goes on still more exultingiy, ‘‘ intel- 
ligence or social influence, or the capacity for united effort, 
or any other element of social preponderance at all in equal 
measure with the followers of Christ." But we hav more 
definit figures from others. i 

In a little pamphlet entitled, '* Dying at the Top,” com- 
piled by the Rev. Dr. Joseph Waddell Clokey, Presbyterian 
pastor in New Albany, Ind., I note the following : 

** At the first convention of Christian Workers, held in 
Chicago, June, 1886, Rev. J. W. Weddell gave statistics 
showing the population of each of the wards in Chicago, and 
the number of churches in each ward. - . Of the 
whole city he says: ‘I simply get 650,000 population and 
161 churches. In this population one in ten is a Christian, 
and we hav 65 000 Christians.’ . Dr. Strong ae 
quotes Dr. Dorchester as saying, that though the evangelical 
cburch membership in the country at large numbered in 
1880 one in every five of the population of the United Btates, 
yet in Colorado it numbered but one in twenty ; in Montana, 
but one in thirty-six; in Nevada, one in forty-six; in 
Wyoming, one in eighty-one ; in Utah, one in 224; in New 
Mexico, one in 657; and in Arizona, one in 685. From such 
statistics asthe above, which might be multiplied indefinitly, 
it is plain that the eatimate which allows five young men out 
of every hundred for membership in the church is not too 
low. . . . Said the assistant secretary of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, in a city of 200,000 population: 
* We hav 452 activ and associate members in our association, 
yet we cannot. mus'er ten consecrated workers out of them 
all.” Here, then, we hav seventy-five out of every hundred 
young. men in this country who do not attend church; 
vivety-five out of every hundred who do not belong to the 
church, and at least ninety-seven out of every bundred who 
are carrying no cross and bearing no burden for the redeem- 
ing of the world to Christ. The young man of our 
day is substantially figured out as a factor in Christian evan- 
gelization, and, were the whole population to come to his 
Standard, the church would almost be figured out as a factor 
in the molding influences of this great land. From the 
Christian standpoint, this state of things is simply astound- 
ing, and will stagger the most hopeful for a speedy evangel- 
ization of our country.” ` 

When Liberals can present something like an organized, 
united body to the world, we shall be surprised to see how 
the influential men of business will hasten to ally themselvs 
with us. And, as one means to a common open testimony 
of our principles, I recommend the adoption of this badge 
which I am wearing to-night, the pansy. I hope the time 
will come when the seal of the American Secular Union, 
which is now stamped on a gilt paper cut to resemble that 
old Christianized pagan symbol, the sun, shall be stamped, 
instead, upon the background of a huge golden pansy, and 
affixed to all charters issued to our auxiliaries. The great 
seal of a corporation which upholds total separation of 
church and state, backed by the symbol of Freethought— 
that would indeed be something to be proud of ! 

I come back now to the little people whom I 
had in mind when I began -this subject. Personally, 
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I should like to see established throughout 
country Freethought Sunday-schools, where children could 
be saved on Sunday from the allurements of the church. 
We may be quite sure that, if we don’t look out for our 
children on that day, the church will draw them in. The 
greatest latitude should be allowed as to what ism these 
schools shall teach, according to the belief of the special set 
of people who are controling any special school. But upon 
three things all Freethought Sunday-schools should be 
united: 1. They should unite on the right of every human 
being to freedom in seeking the truth. 2. In order to secure 
that right, they should unite upon a total separation of 
Church and stato. 8. The American Secular Union should 
be held up to the children on every possible occasion as the 
great army which is contending for these things, and in 
which they should all be encouraged to enlist. The Nine 
J'emands, in their modified form, should be as familiar to 
the Freethinker's child a8 are the creed and the so-called 
Lord's prayer to the churchman’s; and the pansy (should 
we adopt this as our symbol) as familiar to the youthful 
Freethinker as is the cross to the young Christian. 

I should like to hear songs sung at those Freethought 
Sunday schools, elevating in tone, inspiring in their music, 
and joined in by all the childien with a will, such songs, 
for instance, as we find in the *" Cosmian Hymn-Book,” 
compiled by Mr. L. K. Washburn. Believe me, Liberals 
take the emotional side of our nature too little into account. 
In their passionate reverence for reason, reason, reason, 
pure aud simple, they too frequently ignore the value of 
emotional culture to the growing soul. hen I was a very 
little girl I had the good fortune to occasionally attend a 
Spiritualist lyceum under the superintendency of Mr. and 
Mxs. Dyott, of Philadelphia. I was too young to. under- 
stand much of the doctrin taught; but the music—ah, how 
beautiful that was! How I used to enter into those songs 
with all my heart! And how many, many times during 
later years they hav come back to me in hours of despair or 
temptation, and, in spite of me, hav sung themselvs into my 
brain until the mists were cleared away! And I believe 
that I hav that Spiritualist Sunday-school to thank to-day 
for my being sufficiently radical to be admitted among you 
as one of your executiv officers. 

And now, to briefly recapitulate possible methods which 
suggest themselvs to your secretary for extending our work : 

e hav then, before all, the work of reaching the young. 
As means to this end, I hav suggested the establishment of 
Freethought Sunday-schools, supplemented by plenty of 
stirring music and by a series of international lessons; and, 
as another means of reaching the young, attractiv stories 
and essays inculcating the principles of Freethought, to be 
published in aspecial department in our Liberal newspapers; 
and last, and most important of all, the Freethought lyceum 
for girls and boys in their teens. So much for the work 
among the young. A second means for extending our work 
would be a mutual aid society for Liberals which shall at the 
same time be a missionary society for Freethought and a 
recruiting ground for the American Secular Union. Third, 
the establish ent of a lecture bureau under the auspices of 
the American Secular Union. Fourth, overtures to secure 
alliances with other organizations who are working along 
the same line as ourselvs, z.¢., total separation of church and 
state, even though they may be more radical or more conserv- 
ativ than ourselvs. Fifth, and finally, the adoption of the 
symbol recommended by the Freethinkers of France, the 
pansy, as the universal symbol of Freethought and of the 
American Secular Union as well. 

After more music the committee on credentials 
was sppointed—Leonard Geiger, Lucy N. Colman, 
E. M. Macdonald. Then Voltairine de Oleyre recited 
a poem which would hav been considered incendiary 
in any other than poetic form. Then four jubilee 
singers, varying in color from oliv brown to midnight 
darkness, sang their peculiar melodies, and the audi- 
ence with difficulty refrained from patting time. 


SATURDAY MORNING. 
The first thing Saturday morning was the report 
of the corresponding secretary, which Miss Orad- 


dock read as follows : 


Mr. PRESIDENT, FELLOW-MEMBERS, AND FRIENDS: The 
corresponding secretary of the American Secular Union sub 
mits herewith a brief summary of the work during the past 

esr: x 

7 At the beginning of this term, the executiv committee, by 
order of the board of directora, announced that the first three 
of the “Nine Demands "—:.e., taxation of church prop- 
erty, secularization of the public schools, and no Sabbatarian 
laws—would be especially emphasized this year by pamphlets 
and otherwise, and they called upon our members every- 
where to sustain this work. Many of our people hav 
responded nobly; but a large proportion hav remained un- 
accountably deaf to all appeals, whether by circular or 
through the newspapers. ‘This is perhaps due in great part 
to our not having the correct addresses of many of our mem. 
berg. When the secretary entered upon her duties last No- 
vember, there was no address book whatever in the possession 
of the society, save a fragmentary list which the president 
(while Miss Craddock was en route overland from California) 
had compiled as best be could from the backs of envelopes, 
torn bits of paper, and floating memoranda of various sorts. 
The secretary is gradually revising and vdding to that list; 
but it is still far from being complete. We hav appealed by 
circular and through the papers to our members to send us 
their names and addresses; but this appeal has been heeded 
by very few. This fact has greatly hampered us in our work 
during the past year, and we hope that those members who 
hav not heard from us during this term will understand the 
cause. 

The first of the points intended to be emphasized this year 
—the taxation of church property—has been met by the pub- 
lication of a pamphlet on **Ohurch Taxation" by Dr. R. B 
Westbrook. This pamphlet is now in its third thousand; 
but this represents but a small part of its circulation, as sev- 
eral newspapers hav published it entire (among them, one of 
the Philadelphia law magazines), so that its readers hav 
reached up into the tens of thousands. It has been well 
received everywhere, not only by Liberals but by many 
orthodox Protestants; and in many cases within the secre- 
tary’s personal knowledge it has proved to be an entering 
wedge for the promulgation of our principles. Through the 
generosity of William Smith of Geneva, N Y., we were 
enabled to print the third edition; but this edition is nearly 
exhausted, and we shall soon need more. We hope that 
some other friend will be equally generous in providing for 
the fourth edition of this most valuable missionary painphlet. 

The second point—the secularization of the public school 


the | —will be probably met by the publication of a pamphlet, 


also by Dr. Westbrook. We hav not attempted to dea! with 
me question of Sabbatarian laws this year, owing to lack of 
8. 

The manuscripts for the prize Manual are all in, and are 
being examined by a committee consisting of Dr. R. B. West- 
brook, chairman, Dr. D. G. Brinton, Professor Felix Adler, 
tr. Frances Emily White, and Ida C. Craddock. Owing to 
the scattered condition of the committee during the summer, 
and the fact that one of them is not expected back from 
Europe until thia week, we shall be unable to make the award 
until about Cnristmas at the earliest. 
cellent manuscripts sent in, we hav already found several of 
an exceptionally high order; and we feel that the American 
Becular Union may congratulate itself upon being able to Jay 
before the publie a book which shall show beyond a doubt 
how morality can be taught in tbe public schools without 
religious dogma, and without the slightest irritation of either 
Christian or Agnostic gensitivness. 

Owing to he scattered condition of the directors of the 
American Secular Union, it has been impossible, excep: 
once, to get even a quorum together, although we hav made 
several attempts. ‘The executiv committee hav therefore 
been obliged, very much against their expectations, not only 
to execute, but to plan, nearly the entire policy for this past 
year. The responsibility on our shoulders has been great; 
and we trust that our friends will make due allowance. 

The policy of strict non-sectarianism in religion, which we 
hav zealously striven to maintain during the past year, is 
already bearing good fruit, notwithstanding. the gloomy 
prophecies of some few of our more radical friends through. 
out the country. By adopting a moderate and persuasiv 
tone, we hav succeeded in getting our principles advertised 
prominently in several of the leading Christian papers of the 
country, thus bringing our ideas before thousands of church 
people who would not otherwise hav known how very rea- 
sonable are the demands we make; and we hav some more 
work of the same sort in hand now, of which we are not at 
liberty to speak. 

We also may congratulate ourselvs on the presence at this 
Congress, by invitation, of the corresponding secretary of 
the Nations] Religious Liberty Association, Prof. J. O. Cor- 
liss. Whether the organization which this gentleman repre- 
sents—an organization of the Seventh Day Adventists—will 
feel that they can consistently join us, remains to be seen; 
but at least we can rejoice in this evidence of good feeling 
between their organization and ours, working as we both are 
for religious liberty, even though it be from different motiva 
ca from devotion to Christianity, we from devotion to 
Freethought. We are all in the same boat, after all; we are 
all liable to the same persecution from Sunday bigots; and it 
benooves us to help one another in making a stand against 
the common enemy. 

The lack of funds has hampered us seriously during the 
past year. Three separate months hav seen a deficit in the 
treasury. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
There should be a guarantee fund of $2.000 raised at the 
beginning of each fiscal year, to meet expenses of office 
rent, secretary’s salary, publication of missionary pamphlets, 
and the principal outlay of the next Congress, so that we 
may not be compelled to trespass unduly on the generosity 
of the city which invites us, as delighted as they may be to 
do everything in their power for us. With such a guaranty 
fund, the American Secular Union could move forward along 
something like a definit line of work; and the stray dimes 
and dollars that come in during the year would do twice as 
much good as they do by the present skimping, hand.tc- 
mouth way of providing for our current expenses. 

We feel that we cannot close this report without & passing 
tribute to the generous hospitality of the city within whose 
gates we are now gathered, and especially to the untiring 
zeal of the local auxiliary here which has made this Congress 
possible. If this Copgress be not only a success in the or. 
dinary acceptation of the term, but a veritable turning-point 
in the history of our cause, the praise will be due before all to 
the little band of Portsmouth Secular Unionists who s0 nobly 
came forward with their pledge of $500 without waiting to 
know whether other Secularists throughout the country would 
help financially or not. At 8 time when the financial re- 
sources of the National Society were at the lowest ebb, they 
bravely flung themselvs into the breach; and it is the up- 
lifted standard of the Portsmouth Secular Union under which 
the disheartened forces of our people are to-day rallying to 
victory. And so I close this report by saying, ‘‘All hail to the 
banner auxiliary of the United States, the Portsmouth Secu- 
Jar Union !” Respectfully submitted. 

Portsmouth, O., Nov. 1, 1890. 


President Westbrook said the secretary had been 
too modest. She was, he said, a most capable young 
womar, and half of what she had done did not sp- 
pear in the report. Most of her time in the preced- 
ing fall and early winter had been occupied in find- 
ing out where the Union's friends were, but she had 
now a good list of the Liberals who supported the 
Union. They were paying only $100 a year office 
rent. All financial matters were kept in the most 
orderly manner, and Miss Oraddock conducted the 
correspondence with distinguished ability. E 

Treasurer Mende's wife, Dr. Westbrook reported, 
was very il, consequently the treasurer was not 
prosent, but his report was, which Miss Oraddook 
read: 


E 


TREASUERR'S REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR, NOVEMBER 1, 
1889, TO NOVEMBER 1, 1890. 


Dr. 
Nov. 1, 1889, balance on hand............. — $176 68 
Contributions for November, 1889 189 00 
t * December, * 192 07 
December 8, balance received from Chas. Eck- 
Hard, ex-treagurer.......... e eeeeeeeeee esee eee tete 84 99 
Contributions for January, 1890........ 70 00 
it * February, ‘f eese 241 50 
“ * March, — * 5 ssssscccssssrrssssesseees 17 75 
March 81st, Rent of office as polling place electio 
p —— Pee 2 50 
Contributions for April, 1890.. 76 80 
44 « May, 4€ 150 50 
e * june, 5 seisiessissisesrssssecróssss 92 75 
ee ** Jul LE sevccccccccccsescoees . 189 84 
Bi * August, ‘f eessessereesesesseee . 99 09 
ae ** September, 1590.... . 203 95 
L: * October, Mg EST 


— PE $1,777 26 
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| Cr. 
188990, salary corresponding secretary Novem- 

ber 15, 1889, until November 1, 1890.......... 958 34 
Office furniture, carpet, 6fC........cccssccceceeee 88 85 
Rent, November 25, 1889, to October 31, 18 à 115 68 
ID DM iseseisvat caes teianassn ansaa 185 65 
Traveling expenses, secretary, to New York, Dec.; 

Asbury Park, N. J., August.............. cesses 18 27 
Subscriptions to newspapers.......eeeee senec neonoe 9 50 
Expressage * Prize Manual” manuscripta. .......... 2 88 
Postage, envelopes, and postals 58 87 

Among the many ex. | Obarterexpenses... ........... eese 93 80 
Miscellaneous expenses. ........ e eee eee enero 164 08 
Miss Craddock's overland expenses from Cali- 

(yn M —€— 100 00 

Balance. —————— 41 94 


Total. .cccccoserereees eere, Di TIT 26 


Dr. Westbrook ssid that wishing to giv the Lib- 
erals of the country due credit for their generosity 
he had made irquiries of the various Liberal editors 
and others, and had received replies from ali but the 
Washington Union. Besides the money sent the 
Union he found that the Freethinkers had given 
over seven thousand dollars to various publie enter- 
prises. Judge Waite and Mr. Treuthart were ap- 
pointed an auditing committee. 

President Westbrook said he had no report of the 
board of directors. Virtually, there was no board, 
as they had been unable to hold regular meetings. 
With the exception of Dr. Severance, who had met 
with an accident, the directors had met once on the 
occasion of Mr. Remsburg’s visit to New York, but 
at that meeting they did little or nothing except get 
out a pronunciamento of the principles of the Union. 
They wanted, he ssid, to appoint & traveling secre- 
tary, but Mr. Remsburg did not favor it, as the lect- 
urers in the field had difficulty in finding sufficient 
support. The appointment, therefore, was not made. 
It was supreme folly to elect a board ecattered so 
widely ag at present. Mr. Ramsburg was a comet 
which could not be caught; Dr Severance was un- 
able to get East ; Dr. Foote was tremendously busy ; 
Mr. Wakeman ditto, and therefore the board as a 
board was of little account. The president and sec- 
retary did the business, which had received the sp- 
probation of all. The board, he said, ought to 
reside in one place. 

As to the Prize Manual, though some folks might 
think him slow, he had got it well along. The 
money was on deposit, drawing two and a half per 
cent interest, and the award would be made shortly. 
It was too great a work to be done in a few weeke. 
He bad over a hundred manuscripts by college pro- 
fessors and presidents, euperintendents cf schools, 
and others. It was hard to get a competent com- 
mittee of examination. He had asked James Parton, 
but Mr. Parton could not serve, snd other well- 
known Lioerels were equally unobtainable. He got 
Professor Adier, and that gentleman went cff to the 
Adirondscks; Dr. Emily White accepted, and railed 
for Europe. But Dz. Brinton of the Uuiversity of 
Penusyivania had proved a moet judicious and dis- 
eriminating reader. He himse f and Miss Craddock 
had read ali the manuscripts, and he waa astom shed 
at the ability shown by the writers. They hav ex- 
hausted the subject and the problem is finally solved 
of how to teach the purest principles of morality 
with no reference to religion. The former secretary, 
Mr. E. A. Stevens, had rendered very important serv- 
16e to the project by collecting the funds. 

Another thing he had done, Dr. Westbrook said, 
was to cbtain a charter for the American Secular 
Union, so that donations could be legally heid and 
used. One friend of the Union, Mr. J. Sedgebeer, 
of Painesville, O., had desired to leave the organiza- 
tion a thousand dollars, but while methods were be- 
ing devised to accept his generosity Mr. Sedgebeer 
had passed away and the money was lost to the 
Union. Pennsylvania corporation laws, he said, 
were the most liberal of any state, but no court 
would incorporate a society the business of which 
was done beyond the borders of the state. He had, 
therefore, obtained & charter in that state, and by 
changing the Uaion's constitution to by-laws the 
work could be carried on. Offi.ers, however, must 
be elected in Pennsylvania, but that could be ar- 
ranged by a system of proxies. The East, he ssid, 
contributed the greater part of the funds of the 
Union, New York and Pennsylvania leading in the 
order named. Oregon, however, gave more than 
Massachusetts: cr Illinois or Indiana. Leonard 
Geiger, of Hudson, N. Y., and Wm. Smith, of 
Geneva, N. Y., were royal friends who responded 
magnificently when called upon, and N. F. Griswold, 
of Connecticut, ws8 another large contributor. Last 
year, Dr. Westbrook ssid, he did not want to take 
the presidency of the Union, because he was writing 
a book to be called “Skeleton Keys to Theological 
Closets,” but it was well along now. He, perhaps, 
had been slow about tte Girard College contest, but 
he had that campsign all blocked out; and, besides, 
his failure to move was largely because of the en- 
forced delay in tbe matter of the Prize Manual. 
When that was out he could show the officers of the: 
college how to do what Girard wanted done. He 
would then draw the papers in the case and engage 


able counsel to proseeute. 
(Continued on page 712, MS 
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afterword the number that comes out to hear him is 


the gilded cross on a neighboring spire, and thought 
cf the large black one that marked the location of 
the more distant cemetery, and my mind was im- 
pressed by the “eternal fitness” of some things— 
especially colors. I watched the busy attendants as 
they performed their duties at the Locks, showing 
good will to all, and courtesy to those that addressed 
them. They worked for the government, and life 
went well with them. At my side a small group of 
New Yorkers was begging its way back to the Hast. 
These men were in the prime of mavhood, but life 
went poorly with them. The fire bad faded from 
their eyes, and energy seemed eliminated from their 
spirits. They looked ss though the inherent cussed- 
ness of their nature had been knocked out of them 
by adversity, and they could appreciate rest in Lake 
Superior whose icy waters never giv up the dead. 
Tke laws of their nativ state declare that suicide is 
acrime. The laws of the various states declare that 
it is a crime to be without visible means of support, 
or to bag or steal the means of subsistence, or to 
violate the restrictions they impose on labor which 
make it impossible for men like these to produce 
the necessaries of life. . 

Under our present system they who hav means 
own those who hav no means. The latter must im. 
portune the former for permission to work, to create 
the wealth that must support the crestor, that ought 
to enrich him and revert to society. For this privi- 
lege the laborer ia robbed systematically in behalf of 
the capitalist, the church, and government. The first 
demands a share of the value created for allowing 
the workman to create it; the last imposes a tax on 
the value he produces, on the goods he sells, on those 
that he must buy ; the church pays no taxes. And this 
laborer pays all taxes. If he objects to working un- 
der these conditions he may starve ; in some cases he 
does so. I know of no law against starvation, nor 
do I know of any that can benefit a man who has not 
avffisient means to employ counsel or pay other legel 
expenses. I looked toward the West. The north. 
ern peninsula of Michigan lay before me. It is 
mainly a wilderness; and a large portion, perhaps 
the greater part of it, is owned by a land company. 
Some years ago, this compsny buiit a short railroad, 
and in consideration on this received a large grant 
of land from the government which exempted it 
from taxation fora term of years. Then this som- 
peny sold its railroad to parties who extended it at 
each end and made it a part of a great system. The 
company still retains the land and is holding it for a 
rise. Theavailable land of the West is being rapidly 
taken up; perhaps within ten years it will all be ap- 
propriated. Then the tidal wave of immigration will 
hreak on the Rocky mountains and be diverted to the 
North and the South, where a considerable amount of 
cultivable land now lies ignored. Then this land will 
be valuable and its owners will realize their antici- 
pated profits which are made possible by the protec- 
tion of a government that keeps thousands idle to en- 
rich a few—one whose emblem is a bird of prey, and 
whose colors &re suggestiv of the injustice of its laws. 
Let the government redeem the land, for it cannot 
confiseate it, and is bound to protect the right of 
those who hav purchased it with their money or 
labor. “The land for the people.” Let our govern- 
ment purchase it at its actual worth by a tax levied 
on actual values and make its use free to those who 
will utilizeit. Please think of this. 

JULIAN MARCELLAS. 

Carleton House, New York. 


———_ 
Lecturing. 


I hav just returned from a lecture trip through 
Oregon and parts of Washington. It was an sl! 
summers campaign. Riding over dusty, mountain- 
ous roads in the burning heat was & trying ordeal, 
especially when it was almost of daily occurrence 
during most of the summer. There ara many good 
Liberals throughout these states, but they are not in 
many cases well “bunched,” that is, they do not liv 
near each other; hence the lecturer has to travel 
long distances between appointments. I had to ride 
four hundred miles on buckboards and stages in 
eastern Oregon, giving fifty lectures. Oregon end 
Washington are on the boom. Thousands of people 
from the East and South are flocking thither. Land 
speculation leads all other interests. Everywhere 


Gammunications. 


A Rail at Things in General. 


I send you the following * open letter" for pub- 
lication. It is addressed toa lady whose name is 
withheld. 

The Damoeratie party reminds me of a rattlesnake. 
I venerate its principles bui abhor its personality. 
Its principles must be preserved, and therefore I 
am s Damoerat at the polls; buf the prevailing 
party which givs suffrage to the New Yorker and 
the negro denies it to your sex on the ground that 
you do not know encugh to useit intelligently ; and 
I do not understand how you osn bea Democrat— 
ot even a free woman. Hav you a voice in formu- 
lating the les thst govern you, or in selecting those 
who make or enforce them? If you marry you 
become the slave of your husband by the laws of 
God and man, and the Bible assures us thai what 
the Christians bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven (See Matt. xviii, 15-19). Therefore it seeme 
best to employ an Ivfidel to conduct the marriage 
ceremony ; or to do it *oneselvs" by executing a 
civil contract somewhat like the following: “Jv 
pursuance with the laws of the state of New York, 
we, ihe undersigned, become husbsnd and wife by 
mutual consent on signing this article.” 

Do not tell anyone else that you sre a Democrat, 
but do what you can for ths cause of equal rights, 
and leave the uncleanly work cf fertilizing the field 
of politics to those who are permitted to use that 
electoral pitchfork, the ballot. Ualess you do this 
I may be tempted to say to you what Moses is said 
to hav told his supericr—that the course in question 
will injure your reputation and you had better re- 
pent of it—and I fear you would not accept this ad- 
vice as gracefully as God did (See Ex. xxxii, 9 15). 
It ought not to compromise you to say, “I respect 
Democratic principles and Prohibition morals,” or, 
“ I think the Democrats sre as much superior to the 
Republicans in nationa! principles as they sre inferior 
to them in personal morality,” but if I were you I 
would not say anything unless some one asked me 
about it. I always try to explain under these cir- 
cumstances that I am not a Democrat because it is 
the party of an outgrown, outworn, and patehed up 
constitution, nor because it is synonymous with 
rum, Romanism, snd rebellion, and Italy, Ireland, 
and ignorance. I am not a Democrat because six- 
tenths of the constituents of that party owes greater 
allegiance to the church of Rome than to the land 
of their nativity or adoption, nor because every Naw 
Yorker or Irishman that ever assaulied me belongs 
to it. Iam not a Democrat because they belonged 
to this party who enslaved their species, outraged 
the sou! and violated the body ; who sold their own 
flesh into bondage, opposed its emancipation with 
bullets and scripture, and put into the treasury of 

` the church “money that was the price of blood." I 
am not a Democrat because of any of these things, 
but I am one in spite of all of them. I believe that 
negro slavery isa thing of the past and monopolistic 
and social slavery will continue so long as all or any 
of the present political parties can perpetuate them. 
As the Republican party was organized to free the 
blacks, Socialism is designed to free the laborer, and 
this generation will not pass awsy until its mission 
is fulfilled. I am a Democrat because I consider 
Democratic principles better than Republican ones, 
and realize that one party must prevail. I believe 
in the motto of my nativ state, “ State sovereignty 
in national union.” I believe in the reduction of 
the tariff, and think thet the sconer it is reduced tc 
nothing the better I believe in the Democracy of 
individuals in protecting the rights of all, and in 
doing the greatest good to the largest number. 
Therefore I am a Democrat. My father was one 
before me. I also believe in many principles that 
are not indorsed by my party. I believe in the 
maxims: “All for each and each for all,” “No 
rent, no interest, no profit, the cost is the price.” 
I believe in free land, free trade, free men, and 
free women. I believe in free love, and I am 
personally a stronger monogamist than any’ New 
Yorker that I ever set my eyes on. I hav observed 
the evils of our present systems in various ways and 
many places. A short time ago I stood on the 
Locks at Sault Ste. Marie and watched the laden 
vessels pass by me on their way to. Lake Superior. 
One was surmounted by carvings of the cross and 
crown. Those, thought I, fitly symbolize those 
other figureheads whose votaries hav exerted the 
most potent influences that hav cursed humanity. 
With religion they constrain the body by enslaving 
the mind; with authority they restrict the mind by 
enslaving the body. They hav conspired against 
mankind for general plunder, and cooperated with 
each other for mutual help and protection. Like 
the late Siamese twins, they derive vitality from the 
same source; must exist under the same conditions, 
and when one dies the other will not survive long. 
The boat passed northward to sink in the waters of 
the Jake, but the reflections it suggested liv in my 
memory. I looked around me. I saw in the south 


made to boom the towns already in existence. I am 
well aware of the fact that Richard Grant White 
would frown the word “boom” out of use, but in 
the West the word has come to stay. Among other 
words it has a boom of its own. ^ 

In most of these new towns one finds but little 
interest in Freethought lectures. The people are 
too full of excitement over their business to giv much 
time or thought to the Nine Damands of Liberalism. 
It is only here and there that the lecturer gets good, 
attentiv audiences. It is astonishing the vast amount 
of indifference there is. manifested everywhere on the 
questions of Freethought by those who hav no re- 
ligious convictions, but who hav some anti-religious 
sentiments. Te first time the Freethought lecturer 
-comes along he generally gets a good audience, but 


new towns are springing up and great efforts are 


less, and not unfrequently grows less on each suc- 
cessiv trip. There are many reasons for this falling 
off. In the first place, there are thousands of people 
outside of the church who are not Freethinkere—in 
fact, they are not thinkers of any kind. J am aston- 
ished almost every day of my life to find these peo- 
ple elessed as Freethinkers. Such people do not 
subscribe for any of the Liberal papers or read any 
Libera] books or support the lecturers. 
not free from the siupidity and narrowness of the 
creeds. Again, there are many who cannot be classed 
with these who are wretehediy penurious, and hav 
no enthusiasm of liberty and truth. With them 
nothing is so large and grand as a dollar, except it 
be another dojiar. 


They are 


There is a different class from these, constituted 


of public and professional men, as lawyers, doctors, 
teachers, merchants, and politicians, who fear public 


opinion, and hence dare not openly support the Free- 
thought lecturer. In private they denounce the 
wickedness of the Christian people and the demoral- 
izing tendency of the dogmas, and the superstitions 
that go with it, but in many oases they do not put 
their hands into their pockets to help us. I am free 
to confess that it is often impolitic for such public 
men to make themselvs conspicuous in our meetings, 
but they could help us financially, and that is just 
where we need help the most. I remember that 
once I went to a certain town in Illinois and was in- 
troduced to a dentist, who greeted me kindiy and 
ssid, “ Now, Brother Bell, I can't go around town 
with you to get a hall for you, and to introduce you 
fo our Liberal friends. Brother Blask will do that. 
Here are ten dollars to help you, and if this is not 
enough do not hesitate to come back and let me help 
you out.” Such men, however, are hard to find. 
When the time comes that Liberal ideas are popular, 
then these lawyers, doctors, teachers, merchants, and 
politicians will stand in the front ranks and boast- 
ingly point out the fact how “ Betsey and I killed © 
the bear." 

I read with not a little surprise in a recent issue 
of Tue Trurs Szexer, an article entitled, ‘‘ Random 
Notes,” by our esteemed friend Will S. Andres, of 
Portsmouth, O. I will quote but a sentence or two. 
He seeks to persuade the Liberal lecturers to make 
more moderate demands upon the Liberal public for 
their services. He pleads with us to travel as the 
itinerant preachers did in early times, for the sake of 
the cause. He aske, “ Will they tour the country 
the coming year at lower rates than heretofore? 
Will they for once travel under the guidances of the 
American Secular Union and at living and not gilt- 
edged prices?” I can only answer for myself, and 
will say, Yes; I will travel under the guidance of 
the American Sacular Union at very moderate prices. 
But if I am to put myself under the direction of the 
Union, I shall look to it for my moderate support. 
Will the Union guarantee me such support? If 
not, with what show of reason should it seek to giv 
direction to my labors ? 

One material fact that escaped the attention of 
our good brother Andres is, that the Liberal lect- 
urers are not getting “gilt-edged” prices for their 
work. In fact, their pay is not only meager, but 
very meager pay for their tims and expenses. We 
make the poorest kind of a living out of it. The 
truth is, I hav to work outside of the lecture busi- 
ness in order to support myself. I read proof, sell 
books, and do what else I can find todo. To talk 
about “gilt-edged” prices is nonsense, when one 
has to liv more in common with Lazarus than with 
Dives. And what is still worse is that the lecture 
business is paying less every succeeding year, while 
the amount of work is increasing. Like all. other 
work, the demand is, more labor and less pay. I 
hav had during the past summer more to do, more 
expenses to pay, more roughing to endure, and legs 
remuneration than hav fallen to my lot any season 
during the past fifteen yesrs that I hav been in the 
lecture field. Mr. Andres is not acquainted with the 
Jecture business. He was, however, aware of the 
fact that he was writing “Random Notes.” The 
painful truth is they were entirely too random. 
One more year in Oregon and Washington of such 
hard work and poor pay will cause some of us to 
hunt for better pasture. 

Let Mr. Audres change about front, and exhort 
the peop'e to sustain us wherever we go. Let him 
persuade the rich Freethinkers to do something for 
Freethought. We hay rich Liberals in the country 
who are doing comparativly nothing for the cause of 
liberty, equality, and fraternity. Our Liberal papers 
should all receive generous support from those who 
hav the means to aid. 

Our wealthy men and women might do a vast 
amount of good if they would leave something for 
the papers after they hav got through with it. They 
seldom do. I should greatly rejoice to know that a 
handsome bequest was made to Taz Trura SEEKER. 
And why should not our Liberal institutions, such 
as the papers are, receive sid in this way? See how 
the Christians dying leave vast sums of money to ' 
support what they regard as good and desirable, 
Tt does seem to me that as Liberals we are away be: 


hind in this matter. 
more. and it is à shame that they do nof. 
Oakland, Cal. W. S. Brrr. 


——— A ——— 


After the Leetnre. 


From the World, 


Around the table in the dining-room cf the Lafay- 

eite Hotel, Philadelphia, Walt Whitman, the sged 
poet, and Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll, discussed relig- 
ion and death. 
_ The clock struck midnight while they were talk- 
ing. . 
It was Tuesday night, after Colonel! Ingersoll's 
address in Horticultural Hall for tha benefit of 
Whitman. 

With a deal of care and tenderness the crippled 
poet, who cannot stand upright, and who must be 
handled as carefully as tho daintiest glass, was re- 
mre from the platform of the hall back to the 

otel. 

He was put into his invalid-ehair on descending 
at the hotoi sud rolled through the long corridor to 
the dining-room, where he was to partake of some 
light refreshment. 

A dczsn of the post’s friends, who heard that 
Oolonel Ingersoll was to chat with him while he ate, 
accompanied him to the dining-room. As the little 
procession followed the chaiz through the corridor 
it had a funeral look. The old poet, suffering from 
the reaction afier the excitement of the ovation he 
had received af the hall, looked thirty years older 
than his seventy-one years. Some said he was the 
oldest-looking man they had ever seen. Ha realized 
one’s ideal of the Old Man of the Sea—long, white 
beard “ bresking in venerable flood upon bis breast,” 
unkempt locks as white as snow tumbling over ear 
and temple, aud baif-dimmed, mild eyes looking out 
beneath frosty eaves, hands thin and trembling as 
they lay upon the arms of the chair. 

In the dining.room Wait was drawn up to a table 
whereon was placed a glass of champagne. Into 
this, during the evening, the poet dipped pieces of 
bread, which he muuched with difficulty. 

Oolonel Ingersoll sat beside him in a light over- 
coat, his high silk hat laid aside. 
brimmed felt partially covered his long hair. The 
colonel had a glass of apollinsria before him. 

The conversation was fragmentary for half an 
hour. The large dining-room was half dark except 
where, here and there, a late diner was seated. 

Suddenly Walt’s right hand fluttered feebly into 
his right pocket and he drew forth a crumpled, well- 
worn piece of paper. He opened the sheet and a 
look of surprise lighted up his pallid face. 

"I found this in my coat,” he said. “I don’t 
often put on this coat. This poem is a translation 
of mine from the French of Henri Murger. . I'll read 
it to you." 

This he said with difficulty and with much hesita- 
tion. All through the evening he seemed to be mak- 
ing an effort to pull his great mental forces together. 
The sight was sad. 

Raising his voico he began to read in 8 childish 
treble. The sosattered diners left their seats and 
flocked about the long table at the head of which sat 
ihe two gray-haired men. 

The room was dark save where one chandelier 
threw a patoh of light upon the readers yellow 
paper. 

The waiters in their white aprons flitted about on 
the edge of the listening group like semi-ghosts. 

The words whistled through the poet’s thick beard 
as they came in aspirate puffs from his thin lips. 
Several ladies locked around at the darkness, and, 
shivering, moved up -closer to the patch of light. 
Here are the lines he read: 


THE MIDNIGHT VISITOR. 


** Whose steps are those? Who comes so late ?” 
** Let me come in, the door unlock.” 
“t "Tis midnight now; my lonely gate 
I open to no stranger's knock. 


! Who art thou? Speak!” 
` To immortality I lead.” 
“ Pass, idle phantom of a name.” 
“ Listen again, and now take heed. 


* Men call me Fame; 


** "T was false. My names are Song, Love, Art. 
My poet, now unbar the door." 

** Art’s dead, Song cannot touch my heart, 
My once love's name I chant no more." 


** Open then now, for, see, I stand, 
Riches my name, with endless gold, 
Gold, and your wish in either hand." 
“ Too late—my youth you still withhold.” 


“ Then if it must be, since the door 
Stands shut, my last true name to know, 
Men call me Death. Delay no more; 
I bring the cure of every woe.” 


The door flies wide. '' Ah, guest so wan, 
Forgiv the poor place where I dwell; 

An ice-cold hearth, a heart-sick mau, 
Stand here to welcome thee full well.” 


Not a sound bad disturbed the reading. When administer ths foliowing oath to all applicants: 


he had finished Whitman looked up at Ingersoll, 
who had never taken his eyes off the old man, and 
said with a cracked inflection: “ Isn'& that fuany ?” 
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Our well-off Liberals can do 


Walt’s broad- |€ 
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Ingersoll shrugged his shoulders, drew his head | This “So help you God" is printed on the card, 
down, and said slowly: “I don’t think there is any- | furnished by the bureau of registration, in heavy 
thivg funny about death. It's so gort of cold, go | black capital letters, and is inclosed in quotation 
white. I don’t like it.” , marke. 

Walt nodded his head slowly. There wesa pause | Mr. F. S. Luce, a painter by occupation, residing 
83 if he were trying to make a connection between | at 321 Camp street, applied to the board in the 
death and what he was about to say. At last ho| Fourteenth of the Forty-ffth for registration, buf 
said: “I bslieve religion has done more good to the | when the oath was repeated to him he declined to 
world than berm.” take it on the ground that it was s religious obliga- 

This unchained the dialog that followed. Inger-| tion. He, however, expressed a willingness to 
soll, who addressed the group more than the poct,|sfürm. The board thereupon unanimously refused 
quickly replied : to receive his name. A dialog something like the 

“It might hav done so had it only stuck to the | following then occurred: 
good. It didn’t; it taught what was mean and Inspector: ‘ Where were you born?” 
eruel. It puis me in mind of my visit to a church | Applicant: “In Texas." 
when I wasa boy. It was a Presbyterian church, | Inspector: “Is there no God in Texas?” 
and the preacher was ina high box over my head.| Applicant: “I never saw any during my residence 
I fell asleep, and at last rolled cff the seat, which | in that state.” 
awoke me, Iawoke justin timeto hear the preacher| Chorus of Entire Board: * No man who does not 
tell the story of Dives and Lazarus. He dwelt on | bslieve in God ean register or vote in this country.” 
every detail with vividness. I was filled with an| Mr. Luce left the board and applied to the editor 
awful fear as I heard him speak.” i of Freethought for advice. From the editor he 

Ingersoll facial play hera was superb. Express- | was referred to R. Guy McClellan, Esq., attorney at 
ing his fear, hia eye graduaily widened, and he haif|law, 331 Montgomery street. Mr. MoClellan gave 
rose, peering into the darkness. him an introduction to the chairman of the Repub- 

“I can remember,” he went ov, “ how I looked up | liean céntral committee, who heard Mr. Luce's com- 
at the pulpit with an ever-growing fear as the | plaint with a good deal of indignation, and sent him 
preacher told of how Dives suffered the tortures of | to Register Smiley. Mr. Smiley characterized the 
hell and how he was mocked with the ory that he | registration board of the Fourteenth of the Forty- 
had his good things in this world and must suffer | fifth as a board of ignoramuses, and gave an order 
in the next. I hated that God then, anid when I|to Mr. Luce directing them to register his neme. 
came to be a man and reslized that in the two thou- | Thus, after spending a day’s time in the vindication 
send years God had never sent Lezarus out of| of his principles and the rights of conscience, the 
Abraham’s bosom to put a drop of water on Dives's | applicant returned to the precinct board and again 
tongue—bsh! If religion had kept to the good for | presented himself for registration. In a very surly 
this life it might hav done much less harm.” manner the inspector directed him to removo his hat. 

Whitman: “Sometimes it is better to soar.” Mr. Luce declined, and an order to “hoid up your 

Ingersoll: “Ne, the reason why I like you, Walt, | hand” met with a similar refusal. The board was in 
is that you hav written for people here and now.” |a quandary, but having been once rebuked the mem- 

Whitman (raising his bony hand in air): “I think I | bers did not care to risk a further stretch of author- 
hav soared in the clouds a great dea), and-——” ity, and Mr. Luce was registered with hat on and 

Ingersoll (interrupting): ‘Yes, but you hav taken | hands down. 
lots of dirt up with you.” The matter has been passed over in complete 
This sally brought a burst of laughter from the | silence by the press, and an opportunity haa thus 
roup. been lost to giv a little new light to those public 

Walt only raised his bushy brows and shook his | officers who are required to administer oaths. The 
head. He saw he could not make front sgainst aj trouble ought not to occur again. It is the plain 
man whose repartee came like flashes. duty of the registrar’s office to instruct its employees 

Ingersoll: “ My grandfather was the sort of man | that an affirmation is as good as an cath in all caser, 
who believed all the world would be damned excapt | and that nothing more than a simple promis to 
himself. He was sorry for it, bub couldn't help it. | speak the truth can be required of sny who object to 
My grandmother thought all would be saved except | the religious formula. The removal of the bat is 
herself, and—here Ingeraoll half rose from his chair | optional and a matter of comfort or taste; the eleva- 
and extended his hend alofi—she was as much | tion of the hand is a species of invocation of some 
above the man as the stars are above a duck’s tracks | higher power than truth and has only a superstitious 
in the mud.” ` | significance. 

Whitman: “Do you believe in all I hav written?" | Mr. Luce deserves the thanks of all Secularists for 

Ingersoll: “No; far from it. Much you hav | Claiming his rights as a citizen and for taking the 
written I do not believe in, but you hav made men | trouble and expense of vindicating them. 
and women stronger, and I like you for it. There is ——— 99 9—————— — 
only one thing I hav against you, Walt." 

Ingersol took hold of the old man's sleeve. 
Those who had heard Ingersoll say in the lecture 
that “the most indecent word in our language is 
celibacy,” half expected what followed. 

“T hav only one thing against you, and that is 
that you didn’t marry. You ought to hav got a girl, 
Walt.” EE 

The old poet looked at him puzzied, as if he had 
long since forgotten the meaning of the word girl. 

“ Tbe religion I bow to," went on Ingersoll, “ is 
the one that teaches men to love their wives more 
tenderly, to hold their children on their knees s little 
tighter. As to worship and prayer, if I ssw a savage 
kneel before a stuffed snake praying that wife or 
child might be given back to him, I would kneel and 
pray with him, but that cruel God in heaven I cannot 
pray to, I hate him.” 

The old poet’s bread had absorbed all the cham- 
pagne and he bagan to look fatigued. The party 
gathered around him to say good.bye, probably the 
last one. Tears were in the eyes of some as they 
watched the poet utter his feebla good. bye. 

When Ingersoll’s turn came to go he tapped 
Walt'a hand and said, cheerily: “I hope you'll liv 
many a year yet.” 

To this Walt replied: “ You might wish me some- 
thing better than that." 


———— —— $4.9 —— ———————. 


He Registered with His Hat on and Hands 
: Down. 
From San Francisco Freethought. 

The members of the board of registration for the 
Fourteenth precinct of the Forty-fifth assembly dis- 
trict for the city and county of San Francisco hav 
been taught a Jesson which it is hoped will be useful 
to them hereafter. The board met at the corner of 
Nineteenth and Howard streets to register the 
names of such voters ag had not been recorded at 
the city hall, aud the chairman was instructed to 


Mr. Henry Winehard's Gift, 


The Oregon State Secular Union thankfully acknowledges 
the receipt of a check for $75 from Mr. Henry Winehard, 
proprietor of new Arion Hali, the meeting place of the last - 
state convention. 

Mr. Winehard thus effectivly indorses the grand principles 
promulgated by the Union. 

It is such aid as this that enables us to successfully thwart 
the pernicious organizations Which are threatening our glori. 
ous principles of liberty. Katiz KEHM, 

Assistant Secretary Oregon State Secular Union. 


— o 


Gxoroav has conciusivly disproved what was once 
the universal belief concerning the origin of death. 
That this fearful calamity appeared in the universe 
on account of the transgression of msn, that every 
pang that convulses the frame of any created being, 
every passion or instinct or necessity that contributes 
to the infliction of suffering, is but the fruit of the 
disobedience in paradise, was long believed with un- 
faltering assurance, and is even now heid by many 
who cannot be regarded as altogether uneducated. 
And this general proposition ‘became s great arche- 
type, -a center around whick countless congenial 
beliefs were formed, a first principle or measure of 
probability guiding the predispositions of men in all 
their inquiries. If all death and all pain resulted 
from the sin of Adam, it was natural to giv every 
particular instance of death or pain a special signifi- 
cation; and if these the greatest of terrestrial im- 
perfections were connected with the history of man, 
it was natural to believe that all minor evils were no 
less so. But geology has now proved decisivly that 
a profound error lurks in these conclusions. It has 
proved that countless ages before man trod this 
earth death raged and reveled among its occupants ; 
that it so entered into the original constitution of 
things, that the agony and the infirmity it implies 
were known as at present when the mastodon and 
the dinotherium were the rulers of the world. To 
deny this is now impossible; to admit it is to aban- 
don one of the root-doctrins of the past.—Lecky. 

———i lh inn 9———— 


Senn for catalog of our publications. 
on application. 


You do solemnly swear that you will truly answer all 
questions touching your qualifications to register as an 
elector in the city and county of San Francisco. **80 HELP 
YOU GOD.” 


Sent free 
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(Continued from page 709.) 
The next thing on the program was the election 
of officers. 
The committee on credentials reported the follow- 
ing authorized voters present : 


Lite Members.—Lucy N. Colman; Leonard Geiger; Mrs. 
Leonard Geiger; Dr. De Lespinasse ; Mrs. De Lespinasse; 
E, A. Btevens; E. M. Macdonald. 

Friendship Liberal League.—R. B. Westbrook; Mrs. R. 
B. Westbrook ; Ida C. Craddock. 

Newark.—John R. Charlesworth. 

Portsmouth Secular Union.—J. L. Treuthart; W. 8. 
Andres; Benjamin Wood; Alex. Cross; James Feurt. 

Chicago Secular Union.—E. B. Waite; Mrs. M. A. Free- 
man; E. M. Greer; Joseph Greer. 

Manhattan Liberal Club.—T. B. Wakeman. 

Ingersoll Secular Union.—L. K. Washburn. 

Judge Waite, of Chicago, moved that Dr. West- 
brook be unanimously reélected. The motion 
was carried. It was also moved that the secretary- 
ship be disposed of by making Miss Oraddock 
the unanimous selection. -Mrs. Colman seconded 
the motion. She was glad, she said, that the Union 
had the good sense last year to elect a woman— 
glory to God !—and she had no objection to the same 
woman for snother year. If she, Mrs. Colman, were 
only young, she would see who would be secretary, 
for she would run against her. She had been a 
member of the Secular Union for many years—had 
been in all its quarrels, borne the burden of the day, 
and would bear five thousand times as much to bring 
the Union up to its present efficient status. She 
would always vote for the extreme side. There were 
more gray hairs to be seen before her than black, but 
the gray hairs must teach the black. One of these 
days the American Secular Union could face the 
Women's Ohristian Temperance Union and say, 
stand back. If one wanted to sin as the Bible com- 
mands, let him sin. He would learn in time that sin 
is its own avenger. She would, she said, make a 
speech on this, but had to stop to elect a secretary. 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth asked that the rules be 
followed and the secretary chosen in the regular way. 
He desired to discuss the last year’s work of the 
Union, and had some criticisms to offer. He could 
commend Miss Oraddock for the manner in which 
her report was prepared, but he saw no practical 
work accomplished. One of the first things the 
administration had done was to quarrel with Mrs. 
Gage and the Women’s National Liberal Union. 
The Manual manuscripts had not been submitted to 
the board of directors. The Union ought to hava 
Liberal at its head who could go into the field. One 
of the points it ought to press is the rationalization 
of Sunday. What, he asked, had the Union done? 
Had it not been for the Editor of Taz Terors 
Srrxer nothing would hav been done by the Liberals 
in the matter of the World’s Fair. He wanted some 
organizing done. He would move, therefore, for 
the adoption of the secretary’s report as the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. Wakeman was asked to take the chair. That 
gentleman said he had first a few words to say about 
the chsracterization of the present board of directors 
as useless. Personally he was always ready to act 
when called upon, and there was no difficulty in act- 
ing together. The incorporation of the Union ought 
to hav been submitted to the board. The president, 
however, had assumed that all the officers did would 
be ratified by the board, as had been done. Dr. 
Foote and himself would do anything for the Union. 
As to Mr. Remsburg and Dr. Severance, it was un- 
derstood they could not personally attend to the 
business of the Union; neither were they required to 
do so. The executiv officers were the ones to trans- 
act the business of the Union ; the others were only 
advisory. s 

Miss Oraddock said she agreed with Mr. Wakeman 
as to the loyalty to the Union of himself and Dr. 
Foote. But they could not, it seemed, attend meet- 
ings of the board. She had tried to get them to 
Asbury Park, when the incorporation would hav been 
submitted, but they could not attend. They were 
ico busy men. No one, ghe added, wanted to assume 
authority. : 

President Westbrook also disclaimed any inten- 
tion, direct or indirect, to reflect harshly upon any 
one. 

Judge Waite explained that when he moved to 
suspend the rules and elect the officers by acclama 
tion, he only moved to do what be had seen done 
hundreds of times in all sorts of societies. 

E. A. Stevens seconded the motion to adopt the 
secretary’s report. 
were no fault of his, but the secretary had done 
well in reducing them to order. It is & great work 
for a new secretary to get into harness. He could 
wish though that more aggressiv work had been un- 
dertaken, as the people who sustain the Union liked 
that sort. 

Mrs. M. A. Freeman rose to say that she hoped 
that the secretary would long continue to fill the 
office. 

Judge Waite moved to reconsider the vote to elect 
the president. 
` W. S. Andres opposed the motion, end it was lost. 

Miss Oraddock said she desired t9 be voted for by 


The chaotic state of the records | And 


gecret ballot. She believed in the Australian sys- 
tem. There were delegates there opposed to her, 
and she wanted them to hav a chance to vote against 
her. They might be unwilling, she thought, to pub- 
licly record their opposition. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Portsmouth, who was not a dele- 
gate, said that it was important to make progress. 
If the officers were efficient reélect them. He was 
iu favor of the present officers. - 

A motion to elect the secretary viva voce was 
made and carried, and Miss Craddock was the unan- 
imous choice. She thanked the Oongress for its 
vote of confidence. She wanted all Liberals to 
write her, so that the Union would be in touch with 
all its friends. She was prepared to do more 
aggressiv work if she had the assistance of the 
people. 

Mrs. Colman advised the secretary to do as she 
thought right; for she couldn’t expect to please 
everyone, and must first please herself. She, the 
speaker, had been talked to till she, the speaker, was 
sore, but always did as she pleased. Let the secre- 
tary hav time. 

Mr. Charlesworth moved the reélection of the 
former board of directors. Mr. Wakeman said he 
did not care to serve, but desired a board which 
could get together often. Dr. Foote’s devotion was 
well attested, and no better man than he could be 
found. 

Messrs. Stevens and Oharlesworth protested 
against the resignation of Mr. Wakeman. 

President Westbrook said that as the workings of 
the board must be somewhat different under the 
charter than formerly, it might be well to consider 
the charter first. He moved that the election of 
directors be postponed and taken up when a treas- 
urer was chosen. The motion prevailed. Dr. West- 
brook read the charter, adding that if the Union 
didn’t want it he would pay the bill ($94) for getting 
it himself. 

Mr. Sharpless—not a delegate—moved the accept- 
ance of the charter. To get it before the house Mr. 
Charlesworth seconded the motion. Mrs. Oolman 
moved that the charter be referred to a committee. 
The motion was adopted, and Judge Waite, E. A. 
Stevens, T. B. Wakeman, L. K. Washburn, Dr. 
Greer, J. L. Treuthsrt, and Mrs. Colman were 
appointed a committee. 

Mrs. Colman rose to a question of privilege. She 
had a little book—forty-seven of them in fact—which 
she wanted to sell and otherwise dispose of for ready 
cash. Mr. Geiger had brought them to the Congress, 
but positivly refused to carry them away, and when 
she was dead the folks who purchased them would 
consider that the most virtuous act of their lives. 
The book was her “ Reminiscences,” price one dol- 
lar, for sale by all Liberal publishers. She also pro- 
posed to print other reminiscences in Mr. Green’s 
Magazine, but the Editor of Tae Trora SEEKER 
needn’t get offended, as she stil! considered his jour- 
nal the paper of all papers. The best thing Colonel 
Ingersoll ever did was to write “Orimes Against 
Criminals,” and she proposed to supplement it by an 
article on * Crimes Against Witnesses,” as she had 
recently been a witness in a divorce case. 

The fifth subject on the program for the morning 
was then taken up—discussion of methods for pro- 
moting the efficiency of the American Secular Union. 
The secretary’s address was the text, and in that 
she advised affiliation with other organizations work- 
ing for the same purposes. Mrs. Ames, of Obicago, 
said she was opposed to all affiliation. The Union 
could not agree with them, and she did not want the 
Union to lose its identity. Miss Oraddock agreed 
with the latter remark, but thought that all societies 
working for the separation of church and state could 
unite on that basis. Auxiliary societies could take 
charters if that was one of their objects, no matter 
what else they believed. Theo more lines out, the 
more fish would be caught. 

Dr. Lespinasse asked the secretary how many 
state Unions there were. The secretary could not 
say. There were only a few auxiliaries formed the 
past year, chiefly organized by Mr. Remsburg, as 
follows : 

Wheeling, W. Va., Secular Union.—President, D. G. 
Crow ; secretary, Allen Noe; treasurer, F. A. Morris; vice- 
presidents, O.C. Miller, Chris Beck, J. O. Brosius ; executiv, 

. B. Bogaley, M.D., John Hutchings. : 

Ashland Secular Union, Oregon.—President, H. 8. Evans. 
Organized by Mattie P. Krekel. 

ortsmouth Secular Union, Ohio.—President, J. L. Treu- 
thart; secretary, W. 8. Andres. Organized by W. 8. 
res. 

Newark Secular Union.—President, Henry Bird; vice- 
president, John R. Charlesworth ; secretary, Cora B. Flagg; 
treasurer, Francis Kieb. John R. Charlesworth, organizer. 

Rogers Secular Union, Rogers, Ark.—President, Mayor 
E. R. Morgan; secretary, Q N. Bixler; treasurer, H. M. 
Gaughey. Organized by J. E Remsburg. 

Flatonia Secular Union, Texas.—President, Henry W. 
Yeager: vice-president, J E. Faires; secretary and treas- 
urer, T. E. Tanner. Organized by J E. Remsburg. 

Ban Antonio Secular Union, Texas.—-President, Charles 
L. Sauer; secretary, Otto Praeger; treasurer, Benj. J. 
Mauermann. Organized by J. E. Remsburg. 

Columbus Secular Union, Texas.—President, A. C. 
Zamalt; vice-president, R. W. Putney; secretary, W. A. 
Matthews; treasurer, Louis Weete. Organized by J. E. 


-Remsburg. 


ularly. 


Cuero Secular Union, Texas.— President, Wm. Westhoff 
secretary, August Holzapfel. Organized by J. E. Rems 
oo eK inney Secular Union, Texas.—President, H. C. 
Smith; vice-president, E. W. Kirkpatrick ; secretary, F. C. 
Thompson; treasurer, M. B. Rexrole. Organized by J. E. 
Remsburg. 

A good many of the auxiliary societies, said Miss 
Oraddock, were dead or asleep. Dr. Lespinasse said 
that it seemed that the Pacific coast Liberals were 
doing all the work. He thought each state should 
hav an organization. Miss Oraddock agreed with 
him. Judge Waite asked for statistics on organiza- 
tion. Voltairine de Oleyre wanted to know what 
the secretary meant by cooperation. Mrs. Lyndall 
desired information as to how the Union proposed 
to build up. She represented two or three societies 
in favor of the Nine Demands, but could not vote in 
the Congress because the societies had no charter. 
Miss De Oleyre rose again, and was called to the 
platform. When she concluded the debate was 
energetically resumed by nearly all present, but the 
girls carried off the honors. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 


Saturday afternoon Miss Sarah Stevens sought to 
soothe the disturbed spirits by her harmonies, and 
Dr. Henrietta P. Westbrook read a short and excel- 
lent discourse on ‘“Oommon Sense.” Dr. Paul 
Oarus, of the Open Court, briefly commended the 
work of the Union, followed by Mrs. Colman, who 
thanked her stars that she knew enough to join the 
Secular Union away back when it was the National 
Liberal League. Some of the people were a long 
while coming in. The Union had had trouble, but 
she was satisfied with what the Union had accom- 
plished. Despised once, poor, quarrelsome—she had 
done her share of the quarreling, too—the Union 
had at last become something of which to be proud. 
Lately she had done a very foolish thing—again 
read the Bible through from Genesis to Revelation, 
to refresh her memory as to whether it is fit to be 
read in the public schools. She had in her life read 
all English literature condemned as erotic, but every- 
thing paled before the filth of the Bible. When she 
was a school-teacher and a boy from the slums used 
such language as is found in holy writ, she made 
him wash his mouth. 

Mrs. Colman was followed by Samuel D. Moore, 
of Adrian, Mich., who wanted to say something be- 
cause he was older than Mrs. Colman. He had 
taken her in his buggy scores of miles in antislavery 
days to appointments to speak. Mr. Moore went 
away back to the days of the Revolution ; then com- 
ing back to the Abolition times added several inter- 
esting chapters to Mrs. Colman’s reminiscences. 

The president cut him off to hear the report of 
the auditing committee, which was favorable to the 
treasurer. 

The committee on charter was also ready to report, 
after a somewhat stormy session in the parlors of 
the hotel. The report was unfavorable. The law- 
yers of the comwittee found legal objections, and 
the others did not favor it because it did rot suffi- 
ciently set forth the objects of the Union. The 
committee desired to sustain the president in his 
work in Philadelphia, but did not see how the 
charter could be utilized by the national society. 

President Westbrook recalled that an eminent 
lawyer of England once said that no body of legis- 
lators could enact a statute through which the law- 
yers could not drive a coach and four. The com- 
mittee had driven the coach and four through hia 
eharter, but he bowed most submissivly to their de- 
eision and hoped the report would be adopted, 
which it was. 

Mr. F. O, Mendes was then reélected treasurer. 

W. S. Andres said he hoped that in selecting di- 
rectors those who would work would be chosen. 

T. B. Wakeman was nominated. He declined. 
Mrs. Colman said she had worked with Mr. Wake- 
man for fourteen years. He never neglected his 
duty, and he should not be removed. Miss Crad- 
dock said no censure of Mr. Wakeman had been in- 
tended, but that now to vote for Mr. Wakeman 
would be to censure the president and secretary. 
Mrs. Colman made another passionate speech, and 
endeavored to put the question to a vote, but Mr. 
Wakeman, who was in the chair, would not permit it. 
He would not accept office, he said, after what had 
been said by the officers, and Mrs. Colman made a 
third appeal to him to accept and the Congress to 
elect him. Dr. Westbrook again said that Mr. Wake- 
man had misunderstood his (Dr. Westbrook’s) re- 
marks, and had no cause to be sensitiv. Mr. Wake- 
man retorted that he had been ignored in procuring 
the charter, while Chicago Liberals were consulted. 
He would hav left any business he had to attend to 
the Union’s affairs had he been notified. He there- 
fore thought it better to put in new men who could 
meet with the board in Philadelphia. Mrs. Colman 
rose again, still insisting upon the reélection of Mr. 
Wakeman, and this time put the motion to the 
Congress, and it was carried. The secretary 
asked that it be done over again and done reg- 
Mrs. Ames queried why Obicago was 
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consulted and not the board of directors. Dr. De 
Lespinasse insisted on transacting business, and the 
secretary still insisted upon her motion for regular- 
ity. Dr. Westbrook ealied for the nominations of 
four men for thé board.. Dr. Foote, Jr., T. B. Wake- 
man, J. O. Bentley, and T. Morris Parot were named. 
Mr. Wakeman said that in deference to Mrs. Colman 
and the wishes of the audience he would swallow all 
personal feeling and accept. The board was then 
elected unanimously, after which Dr. Westbrook said 
he was pleased that it was so, and heartily welcomed 
Mr. Wakeman to office. 

The Congress then disposed of the following busi- 
ness in rapid order. John R. Oharlesworth was 
recommended by the Congress for appointment by 
the board as field secretary. W. S. Andres declined 
a similar honor. The board was instructed to select 
for vice-presidents men who would help the organi- 
zation. A motion was passed to call through the 
Liberal papers for a guarantee fund of five thou- 
sand dollars to push the work of the Union. All 
societies were invited to become auxiliary which are 
in sympathy with its work. A vote of thanks to 
the Secular Union and to the press and people of 
Portsmouth was passed. The board of directors 
were instructed to publish protests against the olos- 
ing of the World’s Fair on Sundays. 


SATURDAY EVENING. 


After music by Miss Stevens and Professor White, 
Mr. Wakeman, in a felicitous gpeech in which he 
announced the burial of all heartburnings, intro- 
duced President Westbrook, who was to answer the 
question, “ Shall the Bible Be Read in the Public 
Schools?” Dr. Westbrook said in part : 


The reading of the Bible as a religious exercise in 
our common schools is exciting universal interest, 
and has become one of the live questions of the day. 
Multitudes of earnest religious people are deeply 
concerned at the thought of excluding the Bible 
from the state schools, as a religious authority, to 
be read every day to the pupile, and deem such a 
proposition as little less than religious treason. 
Other multitudes are equally strong in the convic- 
tion that such reading of the Bible is highly im- 
proper, and they insist in the most determined man- 
ner that the state schools shall be conducted on 
strictly secular principles, without any religious ex- 
ercises whatever. . 

Now let us formulate our objections to the reading 
of these sixty-six little tracts, known as the Chris- 
tian Bible, in our state schools. 

We object: 

I. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what constitutes the Bible. 

The Jews come forward with their thirty-nine 
little leaflets, mostly written by nobody knows whom 
and nobody knows when or where, and say that 
these, bound together into one book, are the Bible. 
Orthodox Christians respond in chorus: “Not 80; 
these little pamphlets are only part of the Bible, and 
while they contain the substance and promis of 
sacred things, we hav the fulfillment and realization 
in the New Testament. You must accept our twenty- 
seven little leaflets [mostly anonymous and without 
date] before you claim to hav the whole Bible.” 

Then come the Catholics, and with a tone of au- 
thority exclaim, “You are both wrong. You hav 
omitted fourteen other little books, and hav dubbed 
them ‘apocryphal,’ and we insist that the Bible is 
not complete without these. Moreover, the Bible 
was never intended to be read by the common peo- 
ple, as it cannot be understood without an authorized 
interpreter, and the church is such an interpreter, 
and we [priests] are the church, and you, the people, 
only delong to the church. You must bring in the 
writings of the fathers of the church, and also tradi- 
tion. Wedo not want even the Douay Bible read 
in our schools without giving the church & chance 
to interpret it.” 

Modern critics make sad havoc with the canon 
(which means Zis?) of both the Old and New Testa- 
ment books. Only four of the fourteen epistles as- 
cribed to Paul are now admitted to hav been cer- 
tainly written by him, and several of the epistles 
(the Acts, Revelation, and all of the gospels) are re- 
garded as anonymous. Now, we respectfully submit 
that, until we certainly know what constitutes the 
Bible, we should cease to clamor for its reading in 
the public schoois. The canon (list) of neither the 
Old nor the New Testament books was generally ac- 
cepted, according to Dr. Lardner, until about 556 
years after the Ohristian era. The epistle to the 
Hebrews, the Acts, the epistle of James, the second 
epistle of Peter, the second and third epistles of 
John, the epistle of Jude, and Revelation, hav all 
been doubted as canonical scripture, and by many 
Sera Ohristian scholars hav been entirely re- 
jected. . . . 

: The canon of the New Testament is equally de- 
fectiv. The councils that accepted four gospels and 
seventeen epistles as canonical, rejected more than 
fifty other gospels and nearly one hundred other 
epistles that claimed to be inspired. Besides the 
eanonical and apocryphal books now extant there 


are sixty-eight New Testament books mentioned or 
quoted by the Christian fathers of the first four 
centuries, which are now not known to be in exist- 
ence. More than fifty other books written by twenty 
different authors in the second century hav myste- 
riously disappeared. Now, we respectfully submit 
that if only one inspired book is lost, or only one is 
added without authority, suspicion is thrown upon 
the whole. What shall we say, then, of the scores, 
and even hundreds, that sre not now extant? . . . 

We object further to the reading of the Bible in 
our state schools: 

II. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what parts are historical and what parts are alle- 
gorical. 

Piato said that he would not hav the poems of 
Homer read in the schools of his republic, because 
the children could not properly judge between his- 
tory and allegory. Then, it should be remembered 
that the Bible is to be read in our state schools 
“without note or comment." Suppose that the 
teacher reads the first and second chapters of Gen- 
esis. Here we hav two distinct accounts of creation, 
contradicting each other in six particulars, and each 
of these accounts is absolutely inconsistent with what 
science teaches in our school-books. Suppose we 
read of the fall of Adam and Eve and inquire, is this 
a fact or a fiction? Philo and Maimonides, cele- 
brated Jewish writers, say fiction—while the early 
Christian fathers say the same. . . . 

But we object to the reading of the Bible in our 
state schools: 

III. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what doctrins are taught in the Bible. 

For about fourteen hundred years we hav had 
these little tracts called the Bible, and men are to- 
day more uncertain as £o what to believe than ever. 
We hav about two hundred different sects, each de- 
claring that its particular doctrins are drawn from 
the Bible, and each quotes pages of proof-texts in 
support of its dogmas. At the same time Calvinists 
denounce Arminians as holding dootrins that are 
* delusiv, dangerous, and destructiv” of human 
souls. Arminians retort that the Calviniste' God is 
worse than the devil, and say that they would rather 
be Atheists than Calvinists. ane 

Now, we submit that a book which produces such 
a medley of opinions should not be read as a relig- 
ious authority in our state schools. . . 

But we object to reading the Bible in 
schools: 

IV. Because it contains so much that is cruel and 
obscene. 

The Bible bsgins with a cruel murder and a bitter 
curse—Oain and Abel. The flood of Noah, involving 
multitudes of innocent children, was a most cruel 
and desperate device. The raining of fire and brim- 
stone on Sodom was a most despotic act, involving 
the innocent with the guilty, and no wonder that the 
patriarch expostulated with Jehovah against it. Tie 
fate of Lot’s wife, when she cast a last lingering 
look at her home, was crue] in the extreme. Achan 
and his sons and daughters (and all his dumb ani- 
mals) were commanded by Jehovah to be stoned be- 
cause Achan had stolen the wedge of gold. Jehovah 
is made to sanction the hanging of Saul’s seven sons 
and grandsons because Saul, a Jong time before, had 
done wrong to the Gibeonites, after which Jehovah 
stopped the pestilence! God approved of the cut- 
ting off the heads (by Jehu) of the seventy sons of 
Ahab. He destroyed 70000 by pestilence because 
David did what Jehovah told him to do. He 
directed Moses to exterminate the Midianites, men, 
women, and children—except the 32,000 virgins kept 
for the purpose of gratifying their lusts. He slew 
20,000 Israelites for flirting with the daughters of 
Moab, and mercilessly killed 50,000 men because 
they peeped in a little wooden box, called the ark of 
the covenant. But time would fail us to tell of all 
the cruel and barbarous acts ascribed to Jehovah in 
the Old Testament. We hav not time to spesk of 
the savage wars, and the merciless murder of thou- 
sands upon thousands of men by their brothers. It 
is enough to say that the Bible contains the most 
disgustingly detailed accounts of cruel and atrocious 
crimes of any book extant, and it is not fit to be 
read in the hearing of children. 

It is difficult to speak to ears polite in a promiscu- 
ous audience of the obscenity of the Bible. There 
are more than one hundred passages of the most 
coarse and vulgar description. To print these ina 
book and send it through the United States mails 
would put a man in the penitentiary. There are 
entire chapters that reek with obscenity from begin- 
ning toend. I will not specify them, lest I assist 
the young and vicious in finding them. ‘ Leaves of 
Grass,” by Walt Whitman, and the “ Kreutzer So- 
nata” of Tolstoi, are immaculate purity by the side 
of these passages! Early editions of Shakspere 
hav been revised and purified, but, though Noah 
Webster undertook to expurgate the Bible, Obris- 
tians were so prejudiced in favor of the old book 
that they could not giv up its nastiness. I cannot 
tell you about Onan, and Tamar, and Lot and his 
two daughters, and scores of other obscene matters. 
There are passages even in the New Testament, such 


‘our state 


as are found in 1 Cor. vii, that cannot be mentioned 
in the presence of a virtuous woman. If these in- 
decent tales should not be perused by mature per- 
sons, should innocent childhood—mere boys and 
girls in our state schools—be polluted by them? 
When I enter a ladys parlor, and see the richly 
gilded Bible upon the center-table, I shudder when 
I remember the obscenity that is contained between 
its costly tide. When I see maiden purity tripping 
along our streets, Bible in hand, I wonder if she 
knows that she carries more obscenity than Byron 
ever wrote, than Shelley ever dreamed of, than the 
vilest French novelist ever dared to print? Shall 
the children in our state schools be made familiar 
with all forms of licentiousness and uncleanliness ? 
But it is said teachers will skip these passages. 
Yet children will be sure to find them, and will 
laugh at their guides when they blunder on them by 
misteke. This matter of skipping offensiv parts 
calls to view the fact that only extracts are, in 
fact, read from the Bible in our schools. If it is 
infallible inspiration why not read it all right out? 
What right has a teacher to suppress God’s word? 


Are not Solomon’s Song, and Ruth, and Esther, just 


as sacred as the Psalms or epistles? If only ex- 
tracts are to be read to children, lef us hav an ex- 
purgated Bible, and let not the extracts be made 
only from ths Jewish and Caristian Bibles, but let 
them be made also from pagan sacred books, in 
which many things are found as good and pure as 
anything found in the Hebrew aud Chriatian Bible, 
and let us thus hav a Sacred Anthology, which 
shall be pure, chaste, and beautiful. 

We should not read the Bible in our state schools: 

V. Because the moral is so mixed up with the 
immoral that there is great danger of contamination 
by contact. a^. 

Some portions of the Old Testament contain beau- 
tiful stories and sound moral maxims, but right in 
the same connection we often hav (without condem- 
nation) stories of uncleanliness, fornications, adul- 
teries, and incests that the Police Gazette would not 
dare publish. Jael mesnly murders Sisera, and is 
praised for it, while the deceit and treachery of Ra- 
hab are commended in the New Testament. The 
story of Boaz and Rath is only fit for a dime novel. 
Solomon's Song is full of lasciviousness. Abram 
lies. Moses gets mad. David commits adultery, 
and murders Uriah. Jacob is deceitful, and a trick- 
ster—and so onto theend. Polygamy is shown to 
hav been the rule, and not the exception, among Jeho- 
vsh’s favorits. War is everywhere tacitly justified, 
and slavery is practiced, and not an abolitionist opens 
his mouth. We go to the New Testament, and he 
who is called the “perfect one” curses a fig-tree for 
not bearing fruit out of season, drives out with small 
cords men engaged in legitimate business, upsets 
their tables, and uses the most violent and reproachful 
language toward them. He shows want of respect 
for his mother, and is ambiguous and evasiv in con- 
versation with the woman of Oanaan; says he does 
not know whether he is going to the feast at Jeru- 
salem or not, and then straightway sets out for the 
holy city and makes believe by his actions that he is 
going to one place when he is actually going to an- 
other. 

VI. We might just as well go one step further and 
say that we object to the reading of the Bible in our 
state schools because of its defectiv morality. We 
are asked, is there anything defectiv in the morality 
cfthe Sermon on the Mount? . . . 

The Sermon on the Mount, in its composition and 
construction, shows that it is not a connected dis- 
course, but that it is a compilation of well-known 
and familiar maxims in common use in that day. 

In many of those sayings, we see nothing wise or 
moral. “Lay not up for yourself treasures on earth," 
is not good advice and has never been practiced. 
“Take no thought for to-morrow,” is improvident, 
even with the unauthorized interpolation of the word 
“anxious.” Turning the other cheek to the smiter, 
the lending to every borrower, and absolute non- 
resistance is about as foolish as indiscriminate alms- 
giving; and could only be uttered by one who be- 
lieved that the end of the world was at hand and 
would surely come with that generation. Only a 
partial keeping of the commands of the Sermon on 
the Mount would upset every industry, and turn 
the people into a crowd of tramps and vagabonds. | 

We want something for our state schools that is 
more practical, and better adapted to this commer- 
cial age. We want a higher morality than is taught 
in the New Testament. We want higher and more 
noble conceptions than are given in the parable of 
the “Unjust Judge,” and more just and equitable 
principles than are taught in the parable of the 
“Upjust Steward,” or the “Laborers in the Vine- 
yard,” or tbe “Ten Talents.” We want a morality 
that relates to this life rather than to the next. We 
do not want the possession of property held up as a 
erime, and poverty represented as a virtue, entitling 
one to a seat in the future kingdom. We want 
good homes to liv in now, rather than “ mansions in 
the skies.” We do not want a morality that appeals 
to selfishness only, that discriminates in favor of celi- 

l (Continued on page 116.) 
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Zetters jrom dfriends. 


CAMPBELL, Ia., Oct. 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron : I hav been reading so much about the “ gem 
of a book " called the ** Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” 
that you may send the undersigned subscriber to Tag TRUTH 
SEEKER for about fifteen years a copy of said book. 
A Yours for the cause, L. T. WoMACER. 


Det Norte, Cor., Oct. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron : The ‘ Pictorial Text-Book " was received by 
express, and it fills my expectations completely. I am 
very sorry the ANNUAL for 1890 is out of print, as I hav all 
the numbers before it on file. I will pay double price or 
more for one if any person having one to spare will send it 
to me. Piease send me the next out when issued. 
ETHAN A. GATES. 


CanrıELD, Cor., Oct. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Y inclose $2, for which please send picture 
book. To Tus TRurH SEEKER readers I wish to say that at 
the last meeting of the Longmont Secular Urion by a unan- 
imous vote the name of the society was changed to Friends 
of Progress. Lecturers and others desiring to correspond 
with our society should address Miss Georgie Rice, secretary 

Friends of Progress, Longmont, Col. Gro. X. Youna. 


Xenia, O., Oct. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Evrron: Every Liberal should pay his debts, and 
that promptly. Inclosed find check for $5—$3 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER acd $2 for the picture book. 

This town contains about eight thousand inhabitants, six- 
teen churches, twenty priests, one Young Men’s Christian 
Association, thirty missionary and mite societies, and yet 
times areherd. I expect to hava picnic among my neigh- 
bors with the picture book. Henry FISHERING. 


Tyxassoro, Mass., Oct. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprros: Miss Gibson has my thanks for her cor- 

rection of my inadvertence about Candidate Phillips. 
Say to Mr. Waiker I am quite well aware there are scamps 
and shams in the Prohibitionist, Republican, Democratic, 
and other parties, but that no more condemns a principle 
than a rascally schoolmaster vitiates the multiplication table. 
In the matter of hearsay I select the best testimony of the 


support the People's party of Kansas. 
already given in the letter he refers to, I will add the follow- 
ing: 1. Charles Robinson ren in the People’s party conven- 
tion and was defeated by J. F. Willits for governor, therefore 
he is à bo'ter, and that ought to condemn him. He should 
hav stood by the nominee, this Mr. Walker admits. 
Willits is also a Liberal. 
and has been called a blaspheming blackguard, which has not 
been denied by his most intimate friends. 
tion [in Kansas] is not whether a man shall get drunk or 
not, but whether he will hav & home to go to drunk or sober.” 
4. Prohibition and resubmission is not an issue in the Peo- 
ple’s party. We hav four cardinal points from which we 
work, viz: labor, land, transportation, and finance. 
chances are just in proportion that there are more E. C. 
Walkers in the Liberal rauks than there are John P. Gui'ds, 
that J. F. Willits is a resubmissionist. 
party is a-going to carry the state, ‘‘ and don't you forget it.” 


supposed he was of the oyster kind, neither one nor the 
other, or both. I hope that by continuing to take Tus 
Truru SEEKER I may be able as she grows older to giv her 


some definit knowledge on the subject. 
STEPHEN HUuTOHINSON. 


CORTLAND, O., Oct. 16, 1890. 
Me. Eprron: Plesse send Heston's picture book. I shall 


try and do a little missionary work here in this priest-ridden 
and church-taxed village. 
book named. 
sidered them as deadly weapons against religious supersti- 
tion, our foe. 


I shall try to get orders for the 
I hav always admired the pictures and con- 


By the way, about six weeks ago we had a fair here of 


horse-trotting. The day was somewhat*rainy. Some 
Christians here who opposed the fair said that God was 
on their side and had sent the rain at their request, but on 
the following morning, to their chagrin aud mortification, it 
was discovered that God glorious had sent a stroke of light. 
ning demolishing the spire to the Methodist church. 


I. H. SPELMAN. 


New CAMBRIA, Kan., Oct. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I rise to inform Mr. E. C. Walker why I 
Besides the reasons 


2. J. F. 
He was born of Quaker parents, 


3. 5 The ques- 


5. The 


And the People’s 


JoHN W. ABBOTT. 


Dzs Moras, Ia., Oct. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog : Inclosed I send $5 for renewal and the pict- 


debauchee,” whatever that is. 
tort these charges against the Brotherhood of Agnostic 
Moralists. 
remarked that a Presbyterian minister had to swear annually 


the year. 
rian minister no longer. 
alists ** sees" the Presbyterian minister aud goes one better. 


leave to lead her to the light by having a couple of queries 
answered for her through your paper. She says, "I hear 
80 much that matter is inert; that it has no power inherent 
to move itself, and if this is so, how do the nebulm or any 
other particles of matter obtain the original motion that seta 
them revolving so &wiftly, and from whose rarefactions and 
condensations our planets, stars, etc., are said to be produced 
or evolved?” Also: “ Hav our spirit principles existed 
from eternity, since according to Spiritualism we will con- 
tinue to liv in spirit land after death forever, and where 
were their abodes before entering our bodies; or, in succinct 
form, where is this spirit land the Spiritualists prate over so 
much, for surely entities require space, and especially so 
many millions of them?” These may be oft asked and 
answered queries, and hence sound stale. But so much the 
better—then they will be so much easier answered. : 

I hav the desire for the success of. Freethought at heart, 
and always put in my little mite for dispersing superstition 
from the minds of those about me. Wishing you abundant 
success in this recent and very popular work, and promising 
my aid and patronage for the success of future works, I 
await reply, hoping soon to receive both the '' Picture 
Book” and also the answers by some of your readers to the 
above queries. S. H. ZIMMERMAN. 


Eau Crarrg, Wis., Oct. 17, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: I infer from what Dr. Ayres has lately said 
in Tas Trots Sxexxr that he does not think much of the 
American Secular Union. It is not select enough. A man 
may belong to it and believe in ghosts. He may also be '*a 
No one will be Jikely to re- 
That organization is vey select. Ingersoll once 
that he had got no new ideas on the ghost question during 
If he ever did get any, he was fit for a Presbyte- 
The Brotherhood of Agnostic Mor- 


A Brother of that order must be ready to swear that he 


never will get any new ideas on the ghost question. This 
makes it very select intellectually, for while many will con- 
fess present ignorance about ghosts, few probably would 
like to promis future ignorance. 
Agnostic Moralists is as particular about the morals of its 
members as their Agnosticism. They must declare them- 


The Brotherhood of 


selvs opposed to ‘polygamy, Anarchy, freeloveism, and 
such like evils.” Here again the exclusivness of the Brother- 
hood of Agnostic Moralists beats that of the churches. I 
never heard of but one church (the English) which required 
even ministers to swear to an ez cetera. It once did require 
them to swear that they would support the government of 
the church by ‘‘ bishops, pr ests, etc.” But the Puritans 
ridiculed the idea of swearing to e£ cetera so mercilessly that 
the term was soon dropped. The Brotherhood of Agnostic 
Moralists is no place for the man who cannot swear e£ cetera. 
He might faithfully renounce ‘‘ polygamy, Avarchy, and 
freeloveism,” but unless he is clear about suchlike, he would 
not do for an Agnostic Moralist. On the whole it seems to 
me the Agnostic Moralists would do well to substitute a 
Saxon term for a Greek one, and call themselvs knownoth- 
ings. C. L. Jamzs. 


ure book. My parents were conservativ Unitarians of the 
old school. They believed that Jesus Christ was a kind of a 
one-horse God, and worked the miracles recorded in the 
Christian mythology. But I suppose I must be a natural-born 
skeptic, for I was turned out of Sunday-school when I wes 
nine years old for unbelief, which was fifty-eight years azo, 
and I hav been an Agnostic ever since. I pity these Chris- 
tians. They believe in a hell and they are so afraid to die 
for fear they will go there. But times hav changed since 
my youthful days. At that time nearly all the orthodox 
aky-pilots preached damnation. Now many of them are act- 
ually preaching salvation, and quite à number of them 
preach the docirins of their different creeds for the same 
reason that was given by an elderly gospel-pounder who 
when suspected of preaching what he did not believe and 
being questioned in regard to it, acknowledged the charge 
and said he had seven reasons for doing so, having a wife 
and six children. But why should you expect more from a 
sky-pilot than from a lawyer, who will advocate his client's 
cause when he knows the Jaw and the facts are both against 
him, for the money that is in it? Both must liv, and human 
nature is the same the world over. 


professors of right before that of ihe doers of wrong and 
advocates of iniquity. J. P. Gun». 


WzsT Supzrior, Wis., Oct. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Forward Taz TaurH SzxkER. I hav been 
getting it here through a news agent, but he seems to hav 
suddenly awakened to the heinousuess of his crime in hand- 
ling such a paper, and refuses longer to precure it for us. I 
could almost wish the powers he does homage to might put 
their Sunday screws unto him and his business, as he keeps 
open all day Sunday, and if he says any prayers it must be 
with one hand on his cash-box and his eyes on customers. 
O ye bypocrits and generation of vipers! We cannot do 
without your paper and the company of your fellow-voyagers. 

M. M. Roszorans. 


Antrim, N. H., Oct. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I now send to you to get the Pictorial Bible, 
and I also want the book to use at burials. i 
I was thinking the other evening while I was reading about 
the churck-members trying to control the World's Fair as 
regarda keeping it open on the seventh day ofthe week. Now 


Rep Canon, Wyo., Oct. 14, 290. 
Me. Eprror: In Tag Trute SEEKER of Oct. 11, 290, Mr. 
Benton, of the Lone Star state, deals quite fiercely with the 
remarks of G. N., contained in Tag Truta Sxexer of 


my advice to them is this, that they come out of the world, 
-hav nothing to do with the world, for they are not of this 
world but of a place called heaven. That is what they hav 
been preaching ever since I was a boy and went to their 
Sunday-schools, and if everybody was as willing as I am they 
would all be dead long ago and be up in their home 
along with that infernal-looking image that is so plainly de- 
scribed in their old law-book. H. B. RALEIGE. 


Lonemont, Coz., Oct. 12, 290. 

Mz. Epirog: Will you or some one of your many learned 
readers please giv a truth seeker ‘‘the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth,” in answer to the follow- 
ing questions? 

1. Did any Christian sect, before the Quakers, ever oppose 
chattel slavery? 

2. When, and by what authority, was polygamy abolished 
among the Jews? 

3. When—if at all—and by what authority, was polygamy 
first prohibited among the Christians as such ? 

4. When, and by what authority, was a priestly ceremony 
first required among the Christians, as such, in the forming 
of the marriage relation? Joun R. Kerso. 

; SAURIEB, ORE., Oct. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Eniror: Inclosed find $5—$3 to go on subscription 
and $2 for the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” Beas- 
sured if ray means were in proportion to my gcod wishes for 
the Freethought movement there would be few larger con- 
tributions than mine. : 

I hay been negligent in instructing my four-year-old daugh- 
ter on who was the architect of her bodily structure, conse- 
quently a female relativ told her that God made her. My 
little girl commenced to question me about it. I had to tell 
her that I did not remember of having any acquaintance with 
the person alluded to and never had received any informa. 
tion from him on the subject. She then asked me who made 
God. On that question I referred her to the person that told 
her that God made her. Nexishe wanted to know which 
was God, a man or woman. To this I could only say that 
I had never heard of but one sex of the Jehovah kind. I 


M. D. PRIESTLEY. 


BRADFORD, O., Oct. 19, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Will you be so kind as to allow me to hav a 


say in your paper of right and justice, TEE TRUTH SEEKER? 
It is needless to say that I am a Liberal, one of the uncom- 
promising lot. 
who seem to think it is time for Liberals to form a secret 
order where all could worship without bowing to an imagin- 
ary being. 
June 8, 1890, five Liberals of this place, after due con- 
sideration, formed themselvs into a society known as 
the Independent Order of Freemen, and since that time 
hav been adding strength. We now number fifteen mem- 
bers. 
moral principles and progressiv in character. 
the order is to elevate mankind to a higher plane of civiliza- 
tion, that truth, virtue, and honor may become the leading 
characteristics of the human soul. 
our motto. 
more of us will do well by corresponding with Dr. B. G. 
Inman, secretary of the Independent Order of Freemen, 
Bradford, O. 


I hav noticed several letters from friends 
I will say to Liberals of the world that on 
The order is founded on purely benevolent and 
The object of 


Vis, unita, fortioris, is 
All Liberals the world over who wish to learn 


Has not some one of the Liberal publishers a book that 


would be suitable as a family record? If there is not such a 
publication, there should be one, that all could accept. 


f J. W. Surg. 
[The ‘‘Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book" is furnished 


with blank interleaves when requested, and will meet your 


desires.—Ep. T. 8.] 


f FrNDLAY, O., Oct. 25, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: Inclosed please find $2 for a copy of the 
** Preethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” This book isa great 
“hit,” and by your hearty indorsers one cannot but feel out 
of the ring not to hav one also. I am sure I can get other 
subscribers for the work by showing the copy to them. 
Being a new subscriber, but, however, an old sympathizer 
at heart, I feared my recent query would not see the light of 
day in your paper; but Iam glad to know it has, and ex- 
pect a reply in your next issue. 


For the sake of a modest but intelligent lady here, I beg 


South. He has read the Bible. 
was slavery’s bul wark, and that Southern slaveholders enter- 


conclusion that his words express. 
logical ? 


September 20th. G. N. did very wrong to speak the truth 


so plainly in regard to how and why the negro population 
of the South hav become so suspiciously white since they 


left their homes in Africa only two to four generations ago. 
Do not mulatto faces silently declare the truth of G. N.’s 


words? The South in slavery days obeyed the teachings of 
the holy book quite as faithfully perhaps as some of God's 
pets who held high office among his chosen people. The 
Mormons are said to do the same. G. N. has, no doubt, 
reasoned from these facts. He has seen mulattoes from the 
He is aware that the Bible 


tained deep reverence forthe book. Then he reiches the 
What could be more 


But Mr. Benton accuses G. N. of entertaining hatred for 


the South. Perhaps he does not know that this individual 


has already scarcely lived in America long enough to become 
imbued with sectional animosities. 

A leading divine once made the remark in slavery days 
that if Jesus Christ was on earth to.day, he would quite 


likely be a slaveholder. 


.Mr. Benton is quite well aware of the ‘‘ spotlessuess ” of 
divines in general, and why should not slaveholders hav 
been like them under propitious circumstances ? 

It is the old, old mistake that some Southern people ever 
make by which Mr. Benton discerns a hatred for the South 
in G. N.'s remark. The fact is, if you hit a hobby of a 
Southern ma», ten to one he thinks you hit him. "The writer 
once came near having a personal combat with a Southern 
gentleman just because he remarked that the Bible was an 
obscene book, both immoral and untrustworthy. To-day 
Mr. Benton will admit that it would not be safe to repeat 
the words of G. N. in an assembly of Texan people. Yet in 
New York a man can blow the city government sky-high 
and even advocate slavery, and no one will get very angry 
about it. Once there was a place called the Holy Land, and 
woe to the man who in the Dark Ages dared to speak 
slightivgly of it. Even in America to-day there are people 
who seem to regard certain areas as slightly Holy. Evils 
and abuses for which certain places hav become notorious 
are daily spoken of, but designate the place as South and 
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P i : ‘ 1 
some one will be sure to warn you to keep off Holy Ground. | the short period of existence here. Auyose who reasons. has been called Satan, devil, prince of darkness, etc. Did 
We hope that Mr. Benton will take no offense at this, for | cannot think it justice to punish beyond the realm of crime 


surely he, being a Liberal, cannot defend the book that was 
the defense of the slaveholder in the days when G. N.’s 
words, however unwise, were true. De. C. E. Boynton. 


Sr. Josupa, Mo,, Oct. 12, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: I had our bookseller here procure me a copy 
of the '' Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” It is No. 1. 
Keep up the pictures. They are more expressiv than words. 

I had the inclosed slip published in a local newspaper, 
but hav not had any answer yet. ' Please publish the same, 
as I would like to hear from some of my Spiritual friends in 
explanation of it. Yours, P. V. Wise. 

WHAT WAS TAIA ? 

About the 20th day of September, 1847, while walking 
through the lane between the barn and the dwelling-house 
on my father's farm, Siener’s Creek in Grant county, Wis., I 
saw two persons driving a herd of about fifteen head of 
cattle on the road leading from Patterson's furnace and the 
post-office in Potosi, about five miles distant from the loce- 
tion where I was walking. I immediately recognized the 
two young men as being William Oldham and Thomas Mc- 
Queen, and the cattle as belonging to some farmers residing 
in the valley of Boise creek. 

When about half-way between Patterson’s and Potosi, 
there was & by-road leading to the right, down the ridge to 
a cattle yard. McQueen called to his companion and di- 
rected him to turn the cattle to the right into this road and 
put them into the cattle yard, and that he would go on to 
Potosi. I distinctly heard a voice speak to me and declare 
that McQueen was the guiltier of the two, aud was the one 
that induced William to take a part in the stealing of the 
cattle, but by the act would escape conviction. William 
drove the cattle on and put them in the cattle yard, shut the 
gate and went down the hill by a path and sold the cattle to 
a butcher in Potosi and received part payment therefor. 

Afterwards on the trial McQueen was acquitted on the 
ground that he did not hav the cattle in his possession, and 
had not received any money from the butcher for them. 
How do you account for this ? 

By what means were the visual and auricular organs so 
enlarged that the transaction could be distinctly seen just 
as clearly as if the material body of the person stood by the 
roadside and looked on the deed as it was enacted before 
him, and the words were spoken by a person within a few 
feet of the listener ? 

In this there was no pre-arrangement, no fixing up of the 
details beforehand, for no such event had ever been antici- 
pated by anyone, much less by myself. 

Nothing could hav been more of a surprise to me. I did 
not believe in anything supernatural. Kuew nothing of 
what some claimed to be the spiritual. The most singular 
part of the affair was that I saw it at the very moment the 
deed was being transacted, as was afterward proved on the 
trial in court. Though it made a lasting impression upon 
my mind, yet it did not of anything more than that I saw 
the whole transaction as clearly as I hav ever seen and com- 
prehended any other actual scene or transaction during my 
natural lifetime. I was fully awake and walking as usual 
from the barn to the house. Can words be pronounced in 
an ordinary conversational tone without a material person 
of body and organs? If anyone can explain this affair in 
accordance with natural, or any other real laws. I will be 
thankful to him or her for doing so. P. V. Wisx. 


ManoELINE, Mo., Oct. 18, 1890. 

Mz. Eiprrog : I will once more contribute something that 
will probably benefit humanity. While I hav much pity for 
the misguided people of this earth, I can find no other re- 
Source than to fight them with reason. When I hear men 
and women who claim to be good Christians say that '* if 
there is no hell there ought to be, to burn some people in," 
it only too truly proves to me that they possess a mean, 
malicious spirit of hatred toward their fellow-creatures of 
earth, and if it was within the limit of their power they 
would create a hell in which to roast the souls of those 
whom they dislike, and commit them to the everlasting pun- 
ishment amid the brimstone flames, to remain throughout 
the never-ending ages of eternity. I do not infer that all 
Christians make such remarks. They do not. But all I hav 
heard make use of such language are firm believers in the 
Bible and the Christian faith and doctrius. Then right in 
the face of some of Christ’s teachings, ‘‘ Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you" (Matt. v, 44), they say their enemies, and unbelievers, 
Ought to be roasted. If this communication should fall un- 
der the eyes of any Christian believers who think if there is 
no hell there ought to be to punish some people in after 
death, I would hav them know why I do not sympathize 
with them: 1. Because they hav no feelings of mercy and 
would make a place to punish people in afterdeath. 2. Be- 
cause one who has no pity for one in endless agony, would 
without much consideration inflict pain and even death on 
people in this lite. 3. Because they believe in capital pun- 
ishment, which is in my opinion the most degrading scheme 
that humanity has devised. The death penalty has sown 
the seeds of murder in the hearts of countless hundreds. 
Many Christians of to-day say the death penalty is right be- 
cause the Bible says, ‘If ‘man sheds man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed.” I would hav the Christian know 
that I do not believe in a hell of punishment after death; 
and that I do not believe the Bible to be the word of God, 
and as soon as I began to disbelieve these things I became 
more merciful. As long as man believes the Bible, that God 


has done all it says he has, aud that he will commit his’ 


enemies to an endless punishment, just that long, for man 
to be Bible-God-like he must believe in punishment by 
death, and all other kinds of punishment. I believe the 
death penalty ought to be banished from the earth. And 
people should be taught to be merciful for humanity’s sake. 
Once get the disposition to fight and kill educated out of the 
minds of the people, and I believe we will hav a better 
people. If there be a God, it is not probable that be would 
commit sinners and unbelievers to eternal punishment for 


that has been committed. Eternal punishment when treated 
by reason conflicts with our knowledge of justice. There- 
fore no deep-thinking person that thinks and reasons for 
himself will want to punish beyond the realm of crime. 
And those who do are in most cases people who do not rea- 
son, but rely upon the preachers or priests, who are either 
deceived or are deceiving others. Those who rely upon the 
Bible, and what preachers and priests tell them, most gen- 
erally loge that sense of justice which thinkers hav, and 
after they lose that sense of justice they are to be pitied. 
They, some of them, become murderers. Why, the Bible 
doctrin, I firmly believe, has made hundreds of criminals ; 
bas stirred up wars and caused the death and bloodshed of 
thousands of good and noble people. I believe if every 
lawyer. when called upon for counsel would urge the people 
to settle their difficulties by arbitration rather than by law- 
suits (and I believe they could in most cases be settled with 
far less expense by arbitration), a better feeling would exist 
between the people after they were settled. But so to do 
would injure the lawyer's profession. I believe everything 
possible should be done to get people to reasoning for them- 
selvs; if all the people would reason for themselvs instead 
of listening to and believing the teaching of the Bible, peo- 
ple I believe would grow better, crime and murder would 
decrease, and the world would become better. 

Yours for liberty of every kind that will be to the eleva- 
tion of mankind, Cuas. A. GLENN. 

De avan, MINN., Oct. 23, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: If it will not consume too much of your 
valuable space, will you kindly insert the following article, 
to show the readers of Taz Teura SEEKER how our brothers 
and sisters of the faith look at some things? The accom- 
panying article, clipped from the Chicago Saturday Blade, 
is self-explanatory, and I will therefore add it in full. 

A few weeks ago an editorial appeared in the Blade under 
the head of ‘‘ Jonah and the big fish.” The object of it was 
apparent to every Bible student; and that it answered the 
purpose intended we hav no doubt. We hav before us now 
a friendly criticism of the article from the gifted pen of W. 
L. Horton, of Delavan, Minn. We acknowledge the same 
with many thanks and would gladly publish it were it not 
for the fact that it would lead to extended discussions that 
might be dry reading to the vast majority of the Blade's 
many patrons, most of whom are already well up on Bible 
questions. i : 

In closing his interesting communication Mr. Horton asks 
the religious editor to be kind enough to explain to him the 
beautiful lessons that were inculcated by Christ's sermon 
where it is said: ** And when he was alone, they that were 
about him, with the twelve, asked of him the parab!e, and 
he said unto them: '* Unto you it is given to know the mys. 
tery of the kingcom of God. But to them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables, that seeing, they may 
see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not 
understand, lest at any time they should be converted, and 
their sins shonld be forgiven them." 

And Mr. Horton further asks, ‘‘If that muititude were 
Peru punished for disbelieving, who was to blame 

or 

Now the religious editor has decided views relativ to the 
matter, and would very cheerfully express them, but fear- 
ing they are not in accord with those of the questioner, who 
possibly seeks argument rather than light, he would be 
pleased to hav the explanation made and the questions 
answered by any or all of the Bible students who read the 
Blade. They may address Mr. Horton by letter, and the 
explanation and answer that he deems the most satisfactory 
of those he receives the Blade will most gladly publish. It 
will also giv the name of the successful person, as well as 
the names of all others who attempt to satisfaciorily explain 
and answer. Address, W. L. Horton, Delavan, Minn. 


As it would consume so much time and valuable space that 
might much better be used for nobler purposes, I will not 
ask for a review of the whole of my different tiffs with the 
faithful protectors of ‘‘divine” law, etc., but will take a 
singlé communication and my reply. 


. Deooray, Ia., Aug. 24, 1890. 

W. L. Borron, Delavan, Minn., Dear Sir: I noticed 
your question in the Saturday Blade of late date where you 
quote Mark iv, 11, 12, viz., "^ And he said unto them, Unto 
you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; 
but unto them that are without all these things are done 
in parables; that seeing they may see and not perceive, and 
hearing they may hear and not understand, lest at any time 
they should be converted and their sins should be forgiven 
them." Then you ask, If they are lost, whose fault ia it? 
I answer, their own and Satan’s fault. See verse 15: ‘ But 
these are they by the wayside, where the word is sown; but 
when they hav heard the word, Satan cometh immediately 
and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts." 
Notice, They see, they hear, but will not understand ‘the 
mystery of the kingdom of God,” for the mystery is only 
revealed to those who will gladly receive the word. Observe 
that they may see, they may hear, also observe the word 
was sown, but they allowed Satan to take it away ere it 
could convert them. If you are not a member of the order 
of Freemasons, you know they hav mysterious signs in their 
order that you do not understand. You may see their ritual, 
even stand by when they identify each other by their mys- 
terious signs, but do you perceive, do you understand? No. 
But if you gladly accept that word and with your heart allow 
the seed to take root, then is revealed the mystery. Is not 
God as wise as man? Will he allow a wicked man as a spy 
to come into his camp and after drawing a map of the mys. 
teries of God's plan and his kingdom, go and deliver it to 
the devil? ‘‘Be not deceived, God is not mocked.” The 
Freemasons deliver to you the mystery of their order when 
they know positivly that you are worthy, and will cherish it 
while life lasts. Just so with God, only he never makes a 
mistake, for he knows the motivs and interests of the heart. 
Yea, he knows more, ‘‘ he knows his own” from the begin- 
ning. He knows whom you will serve, God or the devil. 
Nevertheless, we hav the choosing, for he says, “Choose 
this day whom ye will serve.” God created “the covcriog 
cherub ” who was '* the sum full of wisdom " and “ perfect 
in beauty," who ‘“‘ was in the Eden of God" and without 
sin til] “ iniquity was found in him." Then he '* was cast 
to the ground" (Ezek. xxviii, 11-19), and since that time 


God put iniqui y into his heart? No. This being was ‘ the 
sum full of wisdom," and chose to rebel against God rather 
than love and serve him. Man was created a perfect being, 
aud life and death set before him (‘‘ the tree of life, and the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil”). But man obeyed 
Satan rather than God, he chose darkness rather than light, 
he chose death rather than life. He saw the truth, he heard 
the truth, but would not perceive or understand, because he 
allowed the devil to sow untruth in his heart. There stood 
the tree of life. All Adam had to do was to stretch forth 
his hand and eat. God had given him free access to it, and 
so he does to-day. Jesus Christ is the tree of life. He is 
the mystery kept secret from the foundations of the world. 
Whosoever believeth that Christ is come in the flesh, is of 
God. God is no respecter of persons. Whosoever will may 
come and drink of the water of life freely. 

If you say this is hard to believe, I answer that if you be- 
lieve ina supreme being in whom is all wisdom, all power, 
and all glory, then with one spark of faith you can believe 
that he framed the worlds by his word (Jesus Christ); that 
he sent his son into the world, in the likeness of flesh, be- 
gotten by a virgin, and that he died and that God raised him 
from the dead, and that belief in him saves our souls alive. 
If you do not believe in this supreme being, then you are not 
consistent, for you kaow that matter existe, you know that 
matter is an effect, you know that there can be no effect 
without & cause, so jn that very caus? I point you to the 
everlasting, all-wise, all-powerful God. Bo I conclude that 
man is personally responsible to God for bis every act, every 
word, every thought, and for receiving or rejecting the word 
of truth and Jeaus Christ as his savior, 

Respectfully yours, R. N. Apams. 


DzravaN, Mins., Aug. 26, 1890. 

R. N. ADAMS, Minneapolis, Mian., Sir: According to the 
article in the Chicago Blade of August 16th, I hav no right 
to answer your letter, but as they arranged this affair 
without my consent I claim the right to b2 heard before 
judgment is passed, as it leaves me in a defenseless position. 

As an enteriag wedge to your article you use Freemasonry 
as an illustration. I will also make an illustrstion. ` 

We advertise that we are preparing for a grand mass meet- 
ing, and that good speakers will be in attendance, and above 
all others we emphasize that the Hon. John Lind will speak 
to the people upon the beauties and benefits to be derived 
from the McKinley bill. A few perhaps hav heard Mr. Lind 
speak upon this subject, but the great majority hav never 
heard a word from him or of hia subject. Mr. Lind comes 
before the people, talks to them for an hour or 80, and instead 
of talking to them in plain Eaglish he talks in Latin, or 
t‘ speaks in parables.” Even his own chosen followers do 
not understand him. And when asked why he thus talked, 
he explzins that he. did not want to enlighten the people, he 
did not want them to understand, and he did not want them 
to know the merits of the bill, lest they should know as 
much as he (or words to that effect). I ask you, what 
would you think of Mr. Lind? 

I can see no explanation in your answer, and I reiterate 
my former query, “If that multitude were sfterward pun. 
ished, who was to blame for that punishment?" Remember 
Iam talking of the very identical horde of people who list- 
ened to Jesus that day, and not to what or who listened to 
him after his parable had been explained to them. These 
people showed their willingness to learn the word of God, 
or they would not hav been present at this meeting, and then 
as now would they not hav left disgusted and refused to 
accept the meaning when made plain to them, as we certainly 
would do in the case of the political speaker? Your asser- 
tion not only will not hold water, but farther shows that the 
godhead you mention was completely at the mercy of the 
imp of darkness, as you style his satanic majesty. ‘‘Is not 
God wiser than man?" After careful perusal of his book I 
am forced to answer in the negativ, and I base my decision 
upon facts. If God is as wise as man, why do our theolog- 
ical scholars continually keep revising and changing the 
inspired word of God, who is so much wiser than they? ' 
You cannot deny but that the Bible is continually under- 
going repairs at the hands of men. ; 

** And will he allow a wicked man, as a spy, in his camp 
to draw a map of its mysteries and carry it to the devil?" 
God's camp should be so run that there would be no need of 
spviug. Here you admit that God was afraid of the devil. 

You say “Gad never made a mistake.” Why, my dear 
sir, did not the flood furnish a receipt in full for his first 
fatal error? And did he not repent his making man? 

“ God created the covering cherub, who was perfect in 
beauty, who was full of wisdom, and who was without sin, 
who was in the garden of Eden, and the iniquity was found 
in him." Your one assertion severely belies the other. 
How could a being without sin be full of iniquity? And 
now answer me, if God had the power to cast Satan to the 
ground, why did he not keep him there and not allow him 
for ages to drag nine-tenths of the human race down to perdi- 
tion? You claim God is all.powerful, yet you acknowledge 
his utter defeat at the hands of the devil. 

You claim that if I believe in à supreme being in whom, 
all wisdom, all power, and all glory are embodied, then with 
one spark of faith I cannot but help believe he framed the 
worlds by his word ‘Jesus Christ." I believe a part and a 
part I do not believe. Allow me to explain. 

My God is Nature pure and simple, stern and exacting. 
She made this world all by berself without the sid of anyone, 
and she can run it without the aid of anyone. Faith lhav 
none; I believe in demonstrated facts. And I am confident 
that the God of nature is not revengeful, and will punish no 
one for what they are not blamable for. My God will not 
put a tempter in my path and then punish me if I be 
tempted, and I am just as confident that the cause I became 
the effect of, and which placed me here helpless and took 
care of me in my helplessness, will never allow me to go to 
some other world without providing for me there. I fur- 
ther believe my God wil! never punish me only as I punish 
myself. If I stick my finger in the fire, nature recoils and I 
am punished for my rashness, so I am confident that if I 
obey the laws of nature she will ever be kind to me. I base 
my belief on demonstrated facts, and nothing more. 

Now for some more of your questions. Yes, sir, I know 
that matter exists and has so existed for hundreds of thou- 
sands of years, and not a paltry six thousand, as the man- 
made Bible would hav us believe. 

These are all legitimate questions and should hav careful 
and considerate study, and as a searcher after Truth I pro- 
pound them in all the candor at my command. 

Yours searching for Truth, W. L. HORTON. 


It is unnecessary to add that Mr. Adams is carefully con- 
sidering these questions yet, and I think that it will be some 


time before he makes up his mind to reply. 
Yours truly, W. L. H. 
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(Continued from page 118.) i 
bacy, and that only tolerates marriage as a remedy 
for lust, as taught in the seventh chapter of 1 Oo- 
rinthians. I rəpest, that we want a higher morality 
than the morality of the New Testament. 


The Bible should not be read in our common 
schools: 

VII. Because the teachers can so manipulate it in 
reading as to favor their own particular views. 

Now suppose we submit to the reading of the 
Hebrew and Christian Bibles in state schools, “ with 
out note or comment.” Catholic teachers will read 
those chapters which speak of Peter as the rock upon 
which the church is founded, and of priests of whom 
it is said, “ Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven,” and many similar passages 
which seem to favor the claims of the Romish hier- 
archy. Calvinistic teachers will giv prominence to 
the eighth and ninth chapters of the epistle to the 
Romans, and many other passages which teach 
election and reprobation, and eternal damnation for 
a majority of mankind. Orthodox teachers generally 
will bav no trouble in finding chapters which teach 
total depravity and vicarious atonement. Methodists 
will hav no trouble iu finding "free grace and dying 
love" chapters. Universalists can fairly revel in 
universal salvation selections, while the Unitarians 
and Hicksite Quakers will hav no difficulty in find- 
ing passages going to show that Jesus was a mere 
man, and not a God. The Bible is very accommo- 
dating. You oan find authority for anything in it! 
I knew a very conscientious Trinitarian teacher who 
told me that she read to her pupils a certain chapter 
in which occur the words, “There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, and these three are one.” This pas- 
sage she always read over twice every day with em- 
phasis, that her pupils might hav no doubt about 
the trinity. She afterward found out that orthodox 
scholars admit that that passage is an interpolation, 
and for this and other reasons she has become a first- 
class Unitarian, with a strong lesning toward Free- 
thought. . 

The Bible should nob be read in the publie 
sobools : 

VIII. Because it would not secure the object con- 
templated. 

The difficulty is that the mere reading of the 
Bible, in promiscuous selections, teaches neither 
morality nor religion; it amounts to nothing ; it 
is a “sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal ;” and 
this is why the Oatholics very wisely object to it, 
and propose to hav parochial schools where they can 
teach religion. They hav a perfect right to do this, 
so long as they pay for them out of their own 
pockets, and do not ask the state to furnish the 
money, not even by asking exemption from just tax- 
ation. Lot all the.seets who want to teach religion 
do the same thing. . . . 

The Bible should not be read in our state schools: 

IX. Because it is a violation of the secular prin. 
ciple of the Constitution of the United States, and 
of the constitutions of the several states, which for- 
bids the teaching of sectarianism at the public ex- 
pense. ; 

. The United States government is a purely secular 
institution. Everybody knows that, and nobody 
knows it better than the people who want to put 
God and Christ and the Bible into the Constitution 
—which would be absurd if they are already there. 
Several síate courts hav decided that sectarianism 
cannot be taught in our public schools, and that no 

` religious exercises should be held, and that the read- 
ing of the Bible is a religious exercise, and that 
even “without note or comment" the Bible is a sec- 
tarian book. The danger is not that holy water 
and the counting of beads will be introduced into 
our state schools, or that the Westminster Catechism 
will become a text-book, but that Roman Catholics, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and other sectarians 
will unite in the hue and cry against “godless 
schools,” and go on organizing parochial or church 
schools, and ultimately demand a per capita division 


of the state school funds, and thus cripple, if not! 


entirely destroy, our common school system. ‘This 
is the main point we should consider; and we hav 
no time to lose. The question is now upon us, and 
the promis of votes for demagogs already threatens 
success. Our only safety is in a general amendment 
of the federal Constitution, so as to make a division 
of money raised by taxation for educational purposes 
in the several states impossible. 


Dr. Westbrook was followed by Mrs. Freeman, 
whose subject was “The Battle for Bread.’ Some 
of the many bright things she said were: 


In Chicago a young Catholic priest in the excitement of 
debate said: ‘‘ You Secularists wil never succeed in the 
taxing of church property, for we control the money, we 
control the power, and we control the votes.” 

During the month of July, in the United States Senate, a 
debate arose on the Indian appropriation bill. There were 
two or three bills demanding money from the government 
for the support of Catholic schools. These had passed the 
House. In the debate that enaued it trsnepired that Congress 
had been making appropriations to the various religious 
denominations—Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Meth- 
odist--until the donations had reached the enormous sum of 


$1,988,786 to the Catholics within four years, and $761.588 
to all the other denominations combined. And the Senators, 
the people's representatives, debating this question, dare not 
oppose the demand, because of the political power of the 
churches, and especially the Catholic church. The protest 
against the appropriations came from the Protestant sects, 
not because they had any scruples of conscience in regard to 
stealing from the people, but for the reason that the Catholics 
had secured a greater amount of boodle than themselvs. 
They demanded a larger share of the spoils. Is it not time 
that every American citizen should arouse to the gravity of 
the situation? . . . : 

In Chicago two Sisters of Charity offered to a real estate 
dealer two hundred lots near the city limits. "Their price 
was $24,000. He regarded it as too high. We will get that, 
they said, or we will not sell. We do not hav to pay taxes 
and can afford to.keep them until we secure our price. The 
church cannot grow richer without leaving the people poorer. 
Every stone, every pillar of gleaming marble, every illumi 
nated temple window, every statue of saint that remains 
untaxed; rests a dishonest burden on the home of the 
toiler. oS 

Tbe American Secular Union opposes all Sunday laws. 
Neither church nor state can justly deprive the people of 
their inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness. The limit of that liberty is reached when it infringes 
on another's right. It does not reach that limit in the Sun. 
day opening of parks, the theaters, the museums, or any 
legitimate place of public resort. It also opposes the reac- 
ing of the Bible in the public schools. The people are taxed 
to support the schools, Protestant, Catholic, Jew, and gen. 
tile. No preference, then, can morally or constitutionally 
be given to any religion. There are other and grave objec- 
tions to the reading of this old book. The doctrin of the 
divine right of kings is not healthy reading for future Ameri- 
can Citizens. It is not in accordance with the true spirit of 
democracy. Servants, obey your masters, is not the teaching 
requisit to the development of heroes ever ready to struggle 
for liberty. I am opposed to the reading of the Bible in the 
public schools, because it indorses the inferiority, the sub- 
jection, the enslavement of woman. Man needs no super. 
natural stimulus to sustain him in his egotistical claim to 
superiority. He inherits that instinct abundantly from his 
savage ancestor, who, taking advantage of the helplessness 
of his companion, relegated her to the position of slave. 


** Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” It does not 
say anything about the woman not coveting her neighbor's 
husband. The woman had no possession, no property, in a 
husband. The man might buy one wife or two, as Jacob 
served seven years for Rachel, and in the end was deceived 
into accepting Leah; then he served another seven years, 
and as probably there were no more girls in old Laban's 
family to be provided with husbands, he got the one he 
wavted—or like ‘Solomon he may hav a thousand wives. 
And if these do not piease him, do not find favor in his lord- 
Ship's sight, he may write them a bill of divorce and send 
them away. The woman, the wife, had no power to send 
the husband away. She wrote no bill of divorce. As well 
expect the donkey to sell his master. She was his posses- 
sion, his property, and he disposed of her at his will and 
pleasure. However low the man may hav been crushed in 
his battle for bread, there always remained the wretched, 
degraded, helpless woman of whom he was the owner. He 
has never been reduced to 80 absolute a servitude but that 
beneath him woman has not cringed, the slave of a slave. 
My Christian friends, in conclusion permit me to assure you 
that I hav not wished to say anything that might seem to 
you sacrilegious, but if your religion is a reality, if your 
God is a God of justice, might we not expect to find some- 
thing of this in your works? When we behold you indiffer- 
ent and the people starving, we question if you are the fol- 
lowers of him who enjoined that the hungry should be fed 
and the naked clothed. If you wish to assure us of your 
honesty, you can best do it by being honest. If you wish 
to demonstrate to us that your God is a reality, you can do 
this by conduct in conformity to what a just God would 
demand of you. If we do not find this justice, this honesty, 
in your acts, it proves an alibi for your God ! 

If you are sincere you will not permit the people to as- 
sume one penny of your just burdens. "There is not a eingle 
industry exempt from taxation—from the consolidated 
trusts, the wealthy manufacturer, down to the wretched 
child selling matches in the street, each ard all pay tribute 
to the government. And that just proportion, my Christian 
friends, which you do not pay on your temples, is added to 
the people's burden asa tithe. Is there any good reason why 
Trinity church, a wealthy Christian corporation owning 
millions of dollars’ worth of property, should be exempt, 
and the poor man compelled to assume the burden by an 
additional tax levied on his home? And in possession of 
this corporation is to be found wretched, ill kept, ill venti- 
lated tenement houses, where the human rats and the four- 
footed rodents tumble in together. 

* Let the reformer hitch his wagon to a star," said Emer- 
son. Secularism, more daring than this, has hitched its 
wagon to a galaxy of stars. An old fisg flung to the breeze 
a hundred years ago. blown hither and thither by many ad- 
verge winds, blood-red at first, then changing from crimson 
to red, white, and blue, tattered and torn, rising and falling 
amid shot and shell on many a battlefield—that flag waves 
over the peaceful tents of the Secularist’s encampment 
tc-day. 


SUNDAY MORNING. 


A large share of this morning was given up to the 
church champions who slso advocate the reforms of 
the American Secular Union. The first was Rabbi 
Phillipson, of Cincinnati, an eloquent and pleasing 
speaker who defended the Jewish faith and the Jew- 
ish people, and then ardently advocated the Nine 
Demands. He was followed by Judge Waite, of 
Chicago, who brought forward the facts which 
urgently demand the support and multiplication of 
Secular Unions. In a subsequent issue we intend to 
print his address entire. The judge was succeeded 
by Professor Corliss, the secretary of the National 
Religious Liberty Association, a Seventh Day Advent 
organization. Professor Corliss also defended the 
Bible, and made several bad historical slips in so do- 
ing, but made amends by describing the work of his 
society and how it has opposed the iniquitous legis- 
lation of the church. j 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 


In tho afternoon, Mr. Washburn and Mr. Wake- 
man were down for speeches, but they shortened 
them up a little to giv Mr. Charlesworth an oppor- 
tunity to be heard. Mr. Washburn’s subject was 
“The Sunday Question :” 


The ground of sacredness upon which all holy days rest, 
he said, is religious ground. Most people see nothing sa- 
cred in man or man’s work, but to them God is holy and all 
that is done in God’s name is sacred. The only sacredness 
that is worth a cent, is that which surrounds man’s life, 
man's home, man’s rights. We hold, a day that is devoted 
to work or recreation is holier than one consecrated to wor- 
ship. We hold that the man who labors on Monday for his 
wife and babes is doing a more sacred act than he does on 
Sunday when he goes to praise God. We hold that deed to 
be holiest that most benefits the human race. 

We cannot protect the Sabbath with a Bible text. Men 
and women hav found that the pulpit bas deceived them. 
They were once made to believe that God was a Sunday po- 
liceman who arrested everybody that did not pass the Sab- 
bath in orthodox fashion, but they cannot be fooled sgain. 
When a man has staid away from church all day Sunday 
and found himself alone at night, he begins tothink that 
somebody has lied to him, and is ready for a greater indul- 
gence the next Sabbath. Human experience is at variance 
with the church’s warning. 

Man has found that he was just as safe on the beach or in 
the woods as he was in a church on the Sabbath, and that 
no God molested him or made him afraid. Take the word 
God out of the Sunday question, and it resolves itself into 
what is right and good for man. In discussing this question 
only one object should be kept in view—the good of man- 
kind. The exaltation of what is human is the chief charac- 
teristic of this age. Let our motto be, ‘‘Sunday for man, 
not for God.” 

A Sunday law is the last weapon of ecclesiastical tyranny. 
The American people ought to be great enough and sensible 
enough and tolerant enough to hav no Sabbath. They 
should liv as though one day was as good as another. In 
this age there ought to be no chance for a set of men to 
stand up and claim one day in seven for their particular use. 
Why should Christians say every Sunday morning: This 
day is ours ; and we will punish anyone who does differently 
from what we do on this day? The battle between the min- 
isters and the people for the possession of Sunday, is still 
going on. It is a struggle on the one side for a private pre- 
rogativ, and on the other, for human rights. Before the 
dawn of the next century, it will probably be decided who 
owns Sunday —the Christian church or the world. I favor 
the abolition of an ecclesiastical Sabbath. I would take 
this word from the brow of Sunday. I woul emancipate 
man from the idea that one day is holy and another day un- 
holy. I am in favor of throwing open the whole universe 
to man, alike on al! days, holding bim responsible at all 
times for his behavior. What man wants to do now is, to 
kill every Sunday law on our statute books; he wants to re- 
deem Sunday from superstition, take it out of the hands of 
the priest and minister and dedicate it to humanity. 


Mr. Obarlesworth followed Mr. Washburn. In 
introducing him President Westbrook said: “ Dur- 
ing the present Congress it has been uvanimously 
recommended that Mr. John R. Obarlesworth, of New 
York, should be appointed a field lecturer and organ- 
zer, end it is desirable that he should be heard by. 
the members of the Union and its friends. I bav 
great plessure in introducing him.” Mr. Oharlec- 
worth said : 


A fact which to-day no one can deny with impunity, a 
fact which must be apparent to even the most casual obk- 
server, a fact which is thoroughly established and clearly 
recognized by the whole intellectual world, is that the pree- 
ent age is a period of theological decay. Throughout the 
whole theological world constant internal dissensions and 
changes are taking place. Old faiths and the old traditional 
beliefs, formerly indulged in with so much pertinacity, are 
now surely being replaced with new ideas. They are surely 
and irrecoversbly passing away into a museum of supersti- 
tions. The burning question to-day is not whether the 
essentials of faith are true, but what course of conduct is 
most conduciv to human happiness. Moral causation, or 
moiivs to righteousness, are not of supernatursl origin, but 
they exist in human nature itself, and they exist independ- 
ently of any theological belief. They are to be determined 
solely by human reason and human experience, or the com- 
mon nature and the common wants of mankind. The only 
true definition of Secularism is to say that it is the moral 
conduct of man drawn from considerations purely natural 
as distinguished from the supernatural. Secularism bids in 
labor for mankind, to promote human progress, to increase 
human happiness, and declares that this is the only possible 
means of effecting the true and complete emancipation of 
the human race, the only course of conduct capable of up- 
lifting a downtrodden humanity, and placing them on the 
road toward perfecting the practical attainment of that 
earthly paradise upon which many writers and speakers are 
wont to dwell. Secularism, while affirming man’s respon. 
sibility to man, denies man’s responsibility to God, and it 
even goes further, declaring that if man is really and truly 
God-made, then God should be held responsible to man for 
man’s imperfections, that is, he should be held responsible 
for his own imperfect work, and not presume to mete out 
purishment upon those who are his creatures and who had 
no control over their own being. Secularism also declares 
that prayer to the unknown and unknowable is worse than 
a mockery. for it is a useless abasement of the intellect. 
Human supplication to an imaginary God has for ages 
stormed the citadels of heaven, but it has ever gone un- 
heard; if not unheard, then it has been unheeded. 


What hope, what light, 
. Falls from the farthest, starriest way 
On you that pray? Can ye beat 
Back one wave with prayer? Can 
Ye move mountains, or bid a flower 
Tare flight and turn to a bird in the air? 


The president, interrupting: “Is that the Nine 
Demands? What has that to do with them t" 

Mr. Charlesworth (evidently annoyed): “I am 
sorry if my remarks are not pleasing to the presi- 
dent, and I think I should retire,” 

Mr. Charlesworth retired, but the audience and 


members on the stage were plainly astonished and | 
dissatisfied. 

The president proceeded to introduce the next 
speaker, Mr. T. B. Wakeman, cf New York, as one 
of the former presidents of the Secular Union, a 
lawyer of prominence, and candidate for a judicial 
office at the pending election. 

A large portion of the audience arose aud began to 
leave the house. 

Mr. Wakeman: “ The unpleasant incident which 
has just occurred evidently calls for an explanation, 
and then for a square statement as to the nature of 
this Congress, its relation to the local Unions and 
other organizations represented in it and the topics 
discussed in them. Let those who are leaving to 
take a train do so quietly, and let all others return 
and be seated, and all will come out right. But 
before going on with any further statement let me 
say that I am quite sure that our venerable presi- 
dent, probably owing to a partial deafness, has mis- 
apprehended the remarks of the last speaker, which 
seemed to be in order if properly understood. I 
move, therefore, that Mr. Charlesworth be requested 
to return and finish his address, including that bit 
of poetry about prayer.” 

The burst of applause which greeted this motion 
from both stage and house showed that the sudi- 
ence was with Mr. Charlesworth, and the president 
at once invited him to go on with his address, which 
he did in this wise: . 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : I certainly must thank this large 
and enthusiastic audience for their kindness toward me, 
also for their appreciation of what I hav said, and for show- 
ing by their action that they demand for me my right to 
freedom of &peecb, but nevertheless I could only take the 
questions and interruption by our president as a direct insult 
to myself. [When the audience became reseated Mr. 
Charlesworth continued :] I was about to show by the few 
remarks which I had made upon prayer that Secularism de- 
nies the possibility of an arbitrary special providence, and 
affirms that science is the only providence of man; that 
science and a conformity with its teachings is the only lever 
which can upraise mankind. Morality isa natural growth, 
it is not a supernatural impulse. It is distinct and separable 
from theology, therefore the idea that our sense or concep- 
tions of morality hav had a supernatural origin has been rel- 
egated to the realm of speculation and superstition. An 
earnest consideration of human wants and a deep sympathy 
with human needs must be the best and truest guidance of 
human conduct. For a person who can be influenced to do 
good, or restrained from doing evil, by the bribe of a heaven 
or the base fear of hell can only be actuated by personal and 
selfish motivs. Such a cause would to my mind hava de- 
cided tendency to make mankind worse instead of better. I 
am warned that there are other speakers to come after me, 
therefore I must be brief. We are frequently denounced and 
condemned for our attacks upon the orthodox creed, but 
when we look around us and see these ghastly religious sys- 
tems with their gaudy wealth, and who by their numbers 
and influence would consign us to oblivion, who can deny 
us the right to oppose the popular creed? When we see 
them stealing places of power, bribing the press, usurping a 
fictitious supervision over the education of our children, who 
can deny us the right to oppose the popular creed? When 
we see them opposing reforms intended for the improvement 
and the advancement of our race, when we see them dealing 
with supernaturalism and mythology as though they were 
actual facts, when we see them trying to deprive us of the 
right to spend our Sunday rationally, leaving us no alterna- 
tiv but the church and the liquor store, when we witness 
these outrages and injustices perpetrated upon mankind by 
& superstitious and arrogant priesthood, who, I ask, and 
this time with more emphasis, who can deny us the right to 
oppose the popular creed? Our intention then is to oppose 
it in the future as we hav opposed it in the past, so as to 
make impossible a return to those dismal and oppressiv 
times known as the Dark Ages—a period of priestly power 
and intolerance, a period which never would hav been had 
man but known 

"T was not for him to look on high 
For Eden’s fabled glow, 

But to clear away the weeds and make 
A paradise below. 

To make this world e’er better, 
More noble and more true, 

A fitter world to liv in 
Than ever his fathers knew. 

Had man but placed his heaven 
On earth instead of sky, 

Had he but discarded Gods, 
For man to liv and die; 

With noble impulse in his heart, 
Tligh grandeur on his brow, 
He might himself, poor dreamer, 

Been godlike long ere now. 


Tax Presipent: “Now, you will certainly, and in 
a spirit of fairness, be willing to hear a few words 
from me. First, let me say, that no one is more in- 
clined to favor and to maintain freedom of speech 
than I, and that I personally entertain substantially 
the same views in regard to prayer which I believe 
‘the speaker expressed. But, then, as I heard them, 
they seemed liable to be construed by many as out- 
Bide of the objects of our Congress as expressly 
embodied in our constitution. Those objects are 
the total separation of church and state, and the 
Nine Demands which are set forth in detail as neces- 
gary to accomplish that result. Now, to aid in this 
accomplishment, we hav invited very many other so- 
cieties and sects, or distinguished speakers belonging 
to them, who agree with us as to the necessity of the 
Separation of church and state, but who would not 
at all agree with the last speaker, or with many of 
ns, about the nature of prayer, or many other relig- 
ious observances. They will say, Are such expres- 
sions Secularism? For instance, the Hebrew rabbi, 
Dr. Phillipson, and Prof. J. O. Corliss, secretary 
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of the National Religious Liberty Association, dé- 
livered before us this very morning addresses in 
support of our main objects so able and cffectiv that 
I can hardly imagin how anything could be more 
useful to our cause. Yet both of these friends 
spoke with no little feeling about comments which 
seemed to them wanton attacks upon things, to 
them, most sacred, which had been made by myself 
and others on this platform Jast evening. Therefore, 
before this large and miscellaneous audience to-day, 
it seemed to me that our young advocate might, to 
&dvantage, forbear a general attack upon what, to 
many who act with us, is still a cherished expression 
of religious feeling. So I ventured to intimate this 
to our younger lecturer in an undertone, so that he 
might explain the relation of the topic to the Nine 
Demands. My motiv was to extend, rather than to 
limit, his range and freedom of speech, and I know 
it was the furthest possible from any thought of 
an insult. I sincerely regret that the speaker took 
my suggestion in that unfortunate way. We hav 
no more time to spend over it, and I ask the next 
speaker to proceed with his addres.” 


Mr. Wakeman said: 


The incident which a few minutes ago seemed so unfortu- 
nate furnishes a happy, may I not say a necessary, occasion 
for & short explanation of the history and nature of the 
American Secular Union—its Congress, its auxiliaries or 
local societies, and their relation to other bodies and to Secu- 
larization in its full meaning and application. 

The American Secular Union is the successor to the 
National Liberal League which was organized at Philadel- 
phia July 4th, in the centennial year, 1876, by many of the 
most distinguished Liberals of the United States, for the main 
object of securing the. total separation of church and state. 
The purpose of its founders was to establish many auxiliary 
societies, whose delegates should, together with life and 
annual members, constitute the succeeding annual con- 
gresses. Congresses of this character hav been held annually 
ever since, of which the present is the last. At the congress 
held at Cassadaga Lake, N Y., in 1887, the name was 
changed from the National Liberal League to the American 
Secular Union, and its mode and purpose of organization 
were sought to be made more effectiv. This was found to 
be necessary chiefly from the fact that besides the original 
object of national and state Secularization other objects, such 
as uuiversal education, universal suffrage, opposition to 
Comstockism, and several others, had been by resolutions or 
otherwise added to its simple purpose of separation of 
church and state embodied in the Nine Demands. Many 
believed these additions to be sources of division and weak- 
ness. In addition to this fact Charles Watts bad then come 
to America and was sbout to settle in Canada as the repre- 
seutativ of the Secular societies of England, which he 
designed to hav imitated as the basis of Liberal or Secular 
organization in America. It was, therefore, determined to 
drop the old form of the Liberal League which tried to do 
too many things, and to adopt the plan of the United States 
federal government, which might also annex and include 
the Canada societies if they should wish. Thus the Secular 
societies of all America were to be federated. The societies 
or unions should hav power to add to their objects beyond 
the Nine Demands as they should see fit, hut the Congress 
to be composed of delegates and special life or other mem- 
bers should be a representativ body limited to the purpose 
of the separation of church and state as embodied in the 
Nine Demands. The local unions were to be adapted to 
home wants and duties, unlimited and unrestricted as to 
their subjects and modes of procedure, and for them the 
central or national body should in no wise be responsible as 
to their "acts or utterances.” In addition to these local 
auxiliaries other Liberal Christian and Hebrew societies 
accepting our general purpose of state Secularization are 
invited to send delegates or speakers to our national Con- 
gress; and as our president has told you, many of our most 
useful advocates are thus obtained. 

The national body, or Congress, is limited to Seculariza- 
tion in the broadest sense a8 applied to the state, and not to 
** any system of religion or philosophy.” This you will see in 
the third and twelfth articles of our constitution. This 
simple imitation of our federal or United States Constitu- 
tion, by which we hav unlimited home rule and expansion 
of state and local bodies, with union and concentration of 
the strength of all for the genera! and common purpose of 
all, is the best plan possible, as all Americans know, but it 
has, with its advantages, some disadvantages. For instance, 
the chief of these is the necessity of inviting those of ex- 
tremely divergent views on every other topic except political 
Secularization, to take part in our Congresses held for that 
purpose. We must try to get over this difficulty by mutual 
intellectual and spiritual hospitality, and by cultivating & 
toughness of cuticle among ourselvs and our invited friends 
as to its apparent infractions. I say apparent infractions, 
for they hav been, and seldom will be, real. For as long as 
our theological fellow-citizens will insist upon the infraction 
of Secular government by forcing the Bible into our public 
schools, chaplains into public bodies, and the exemption of 
churches from taxation, all at our cost, certainly we are 
bound to inquire, what are their Bible, their prayers, and 
their churches worth? If our Liberal Christian, Hebrew, 
and Spiritual friends do not like to hav this done fearlessly, 
let them not, for that reason, abandon their plain duty to 
coóperate with us for state Secularization, but let them go 
to their orthodox brethren and induce them to withdraw 
their sacred affairs from that public support which makes 

ublic, secular, scientific, and hostil criticism of them abso- 
utely necessary. The Nine Demands cover every one of 
these topics, and our venerable president, in his lecture last 
evening, was within Secular politics and the Nine Demands 
when he proved that the Bible is now one of the chief dan- 
gers of our country, because it is the pretense and wedge by 
which our common school system, the real cornerstone of 
our republic, is being overturned. So also was our young 
friend Mr. Charlesworth in order to-day in showing the utter 
futility and danger of prayer—of the praying system of legis- 
lation which we hav constantly to pay for at Washington, and 
in nearly every legislature in our country. 

Mr. Washburn has just been in order in grandly exposing 
Sunday, because of Sunday legislation. Nay, I claim that 
I shall be in order when I try to show, this afternoon, that 
all the churches and their supernatural systems of theology 
are no longer worth exempting from taxation, because scien- 
tifle Secularization has been extended so as to secure & 
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sounder, safer, and in every way a better system of philoso- 
phy, religion, morals, and practical and emotional life than 
theologians hav inherited from their barbarous predecessors. 
Now it is very properly one of the objects of many of our 
local Secular Unions (as of the one at Newark, N. J., repre- 
sented here by Mr. Charlesworth, for example) to displace 
the churches by a practical introduction and use of this Sec- 
ular faith according to knowledge. It is certainly not best 
to repress these radical and complete Secularists and Lib- 
erals for fear of offending, without real cause, those w20 
hav only begun to exceptionally apply Secularism to the 
state and in politics. Let them brace up and learn that what 
is so good in politics is equally good in religion, and in every 
other domain of human nature and endeavor. We never 
complain of what they say in reply, we take our punish- 
ment like men, but to expose the whole supernatural busi- 
ness is a duty from which we cannot escape as long as it is 
run at our expense and forced upon us by law. Without 
further apology, or rather justification, I shall proceed to 
lay before you the outline of my lecture on ‘The Three 
Saving Words of the New, the Secular Era, Commencing 
A.D. 1600, Era of Man 290—and Which Words Are Liberty, 
Science, and Humanity, or in Practice: Liberate, Educaie, 
Consecrate.” 


SUNDAY EVENING. 


The closing session of the Congress was given to 
Mr. Watts and Voltairine de Cleyre. The unpleas- 
ant effects of the afternoon episode had passed away, 
and again the house was crowded to the roof. Mr. 
Watts was announced to speak on “ The Church and 
the Throne,” but at the request of several he changed 
his subject in order to giv the people of Ports- 
mouth an idea of what Freethought principles are. 
Had he given his lecture as first announced, he 
would, he said, hav dealt with three funcamentel er- 
rors connected with church and state—that the alli- 
ance of church and state is necessary for the good of 
society ; that the church is neceseary for the welfare 
of the state; that it is the duty of the siate to ren- 
der special service to the church. After briefly speak- 
ing upon these points Mr. Waits began his exposi- 
tion of Secularism, and for an hour the audience paid 
him the closest attention. The lecture was just 
what was needed, and gave the Portamouth Secular- 
ists great satisfaction. As to alliance with religious 
societies, Mr. Watts said that the Union must, to be 
successful, recognizs the discuasion cf theological 
subjects. The greatest obstacle to the Nine De- 
mands is orthodoxy. Therefore its influence must 
be destroyed. Itis a mistake to rely on the relig- 
ious world for aid. 

Mr. Watts was followed by Voltairine de Cieyre, 
who enlightened the people upon the standards of 
morality which men and women hav who do not 
recognize a supreme authority. Her discourse was 
mainly metaphysical, but able, and greatly pleased 
the editor of the Open Court, who is something of a 
metaphysician himself. 

This was the last session of the Congress, which 
was marked by some unpleasant occurrences, but in 
the main the delegates and visitors thought it was 
good to be there, taking leave of each other regret- 
fully and expressing hopes to meet sgain next year. 


a 


Taur issue of THE TRUTH BERKER, Owing to Tuesday's 
elections and the distance of the Secular Union Congress 
from New York, is thirty-six hours late. 

————— — a — — —— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Art the Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth street, next Sun- 
day evening, Charles Watts will lecture on ** Religion, With 
and Without Theology ”—a rare opportunity for Liberals of 
this city. 


Mz. Lonerorp, of the Philadelphia Friendship League, 
writes: “ It giva me very great pleasure to inform you and 
the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER that we had two splen- 
did audiences October 26ih to hear the celebrated Australian 
lecturess, Miss Ada Campbell. The only misfortune was 
that the hall proved to be too small to seat all the people, a8 
the aisleways and doorways were completely blocked with 
eager listeners to hear the gifted and talented Ingersollian of 
the colonies. She held the audience spellbound for two 
hours with her eloquence, argument, and wit. I would ad- 
vise all Liberal societies that could procure her services, to 
do so at once, as I learn that she is only making a short 
stay in this country. Her terms are reasonable, and I am 
sure she will fill the bill as a propagandist for Freethought 
wherever she goes. It grieves me to think that such talent 
and ability should be idle for want of employment. Iu her 
reply to her critics, she reminds me of Charles Watts, by her 
dealing out such sledgehammer blows, that entirely disarm 
her opponents. I will say in conclusion that we expect to 
secure her services for two or more lectures the Sunday fol- 
lowing Mr. Watts, if possible.” 

—— HHO OO 


What They Say About the Picture Book. 


J. D, Shaw in the Independent Pulpit. 

This is a wonderful book and will do effectiv work in 
showing the absurdity and untruthfulness of the church’s 
claim to be a divine and beneficent institution, and in fore- 
casting the abuses of union of church and state. It is a book 
of 400 pages, 12x9 inches, bound in boards, with illuminated 
cover, and contains 185 full.page illustrations by the artist, 
Watson Heston, with copious citations of fact, history, sta- 
tistics, and opinions of scholars to maintain the arguments 
of the artist. It is published by the Truth Seeker Company, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. Price: $2. 


- 
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giew Hubligations. 


Unless otherwise specified. all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, a£ the prices named. 


L. Fidelia Wooley Gillette has collected a 
lot of what she considers her brightest say- 
ings, and Fowler & Wells hav put them into 
a little square pamphlet, which is dear enough 
at tweniy-five cents, called '' Editoria] aod 
Other Waifs.” Fowler & Wells no doubi 
published the book at the expense of the 
author. 

“Sex Slavery,” for 5 cents, is a rhapsod- 
ical and rather carelessly written defense 
of Moses Harman Tt purports to be a lect. 
ure before the “Unity Congregation” of 
Philadelphia (whatever that organization 
may be) by Voltairine de Cleyre, and is pub- 
lished by Lucifer. The text of the sermon 18 
that the earth is a prison, the marriage-bed & 
cell, women the prisone:s, and men the un- 
regenerate and much-to-be- condemned 


keepers. 


* Human Magaetism,” by H. S. Drayton, 
M.D., is published’ by Fowler & Wells Co. 
It considers the latest phases of the subject, 
including its nature, physiology, and psychol- 
ogy, with its uses as & remedial agent, iu 
moral and inteliectus] improvement, etc. It 
is a work that is likely to attract a good desl 
of attention, and its value to purchasers de- 
pends upon whether one's bump of credulity 
is sufficiently developed to believe the mar- 
velous tales it contains, Price, $1. 


Mr. Green says that the Mreethinkers’ Mag- 
azine for November contains much valuable 
mstter. A fine portrait of Dr. Joseph Rodes 
Buchanen constitutes its frontispiece, and its 
pages contain a sketch of his life. The lead- 
ing articles are: “Aristotle's Agreement with 
Modern Ideas of Virtue," by Sarah A. Un- 
derwood; ‘God in the Constitution,” by 
Col. Robert Q. Ingersoll; t The Sorrows of 
God,” by George Jacob Holyoake. The Lit- 
erary and Editorial Departments are un- 
usually interesting, in which are communica- 
tions from Parker Pillsbury, Lucy N Co- 
man, Susan H. Wixon, F. May Hollaud, 
‘“‘Agnosticus,” and other noted Liberal 
writers. For sale st this office. Price 20 
cents. 

The November Popular Science Monthly 
maintains its high average. Herbert Spencer 
opens the number with an essay on ' The 
Origin of Music,” in which he discusses the 
opposing views of Darwin and others. The 
address of Prof. T. C. Mendenhall, as presi- 
dent of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, appears ia this 
number. In an illustrated article on the 
“ Root-tip,” Frederick L. Sargent tells how 
the root of & plant makes its way through tbe 
soil, and takes up nourishment for the plant. 
** My Class in Geometry," by George Iles, is 
8 Specimen of practical geometry teaching 
that is free from the usual dryness of the 
study. The other articles are also important 
in their several lines. In the ‘ Editor's 
Table," ‘‘ Hindrances to Scientific Progress " 
and “The Library as a Laboratory” are the 
topics treated. Fifty cents a number, $5 a 
year. 

Another attempt to explain the Apocalypse 
has been made—this time by Charles E. 
Smith in a 75 cent book, published by 
Funk & Wagpralls, called ‘‘The World 
Lighted.” In his preface Mr. Smith says: 
“Tt is surely not a situation to be regarded 
with complacency by the Christian world, 
that one of the principal books of the Bible 
remains uncomprehended and practically 
useless." Comprebending so fully the diff- 
culty in which the Cbristian world is placed 
by having the meaningless raving of Revela- 
tion included in their Bible, it is aiso a pity 
that Mr. Smith cannot better help his breth- 
ren in trouble, for his explanation is as inco. 
herent and absurd as the others. He skips 
words and isolated sentences without rhyme 


or reason, and as might be expected makes | - 


confusion worse confounded. There is no 
good reason for accepting any of his conclu- 
sions. 

The ‘‘ Agnostic Annuel” for 1891, edited 
by Charles A. Watts, son of his father, has 
reached our side of the Atlantic ocean. Its 
contents are: An Agnostic View of the 
Bible, Samuel Lairg. Fundamental Theses 
of Agnosticism, R. Bithell, B.fe., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Church of England, 
Amos Waters. Avatar, Come! A Poem, 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). The Instability 
of Faiths, Hon. C. K. Tuckerman. The 
Tron Hand Under the Velvet Glove, G. J. 
Holyoske. Practical Religion, Charles 
Watts. The Cinerary Urn: A Sonnet, au. 
thor of ** Cæsar in Egypt." The new Angli- 
canism, B. Russell. Androgynous Gods, H. 
J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.C.S. Is Agnosti- 
ciam Sound? Paul Carus. Is Agnosticism 
Sound? Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). The 
Poems of Joseph Ellis, Mirabeau Brown. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 

Those who desire to know wherein Science 
and the Bible differ should send us 15 
cents for & pamphlet by this title written by 
Charles Watts. Mr. Watts is a diligent reader 
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book and Parker Pillsbury’s ** Acts of the 
Anti-Slavery Aposiles” should be widely cir- 
culated, that the truth may be known. And 
another reason—which Mrs. Colman may not 
thank us for mentioning, but which the Lib- 
erals ought to know—is thatas Mrs. Colman is 
not possessed of too many dollari, the pur- 
chase will help her to be a little more com- 
fortable for the few (would they could bea 
thousand !) yearsshe is with us. Our gather- 
ings will sorely miss the Mother of Liberal- 
iem, as she is affectionately called, when age 
sud infirmity shail keep her at home. Buy 


of science’s latest finds, and also thoroughly 
conversant with the collection of ancient 
legends and incomplete history known as the 
Bible. The subjects dealt with in this vol- 
ume are, The Potency of Science, The Bible 
end Science, The Bible and Creation, The 
Origin of Man, Creation: Time and Material, 
The Bible Account of the Origin of Death, 
The Bible Deluge, The Mosaic Account of 
the Flood : Scientific Objections. Mr. Watts 
bas brought forward a large number of au- 
thorities in science to contradict the Bible, 
and he arrays them methodically and reasons 


logically (a8 is his wont) to convince his 
readers (many of whom we hope wiil be 


churchmen) that the Christian’s sacred book 
is by no means reliable in statement; that is 
to say, the relation does not correspond in its 
subjectiv order of thought with objectiv phe- 
nomena as now known to science, and this 
fault, we believe, constitutes falsehood. The 
pamphlet should be well circulated amorg 
believers in the Old Testament. 


* One Man's Struggle" is a book by the 
Rev. G. W. Gallagher, once a minister of 
Keene, N. H., now located at Montpelier, 
Vermont. It is a record of his fight to put 
down liquor-selling in Keene, thinly dis- 
guised by the novel form. As a story it is 
worthless and uninteresting; as such record 
only has it a place in literature. It shows 
what ore man car do, helped by Jaw and 
phariseeism. What he did for the city of 
Keene we know from our own knowledge. 
He shut up the principal hotelin town; drove 
liquor-selling to the shanties in the dark 
streets on the outskirts of the town and toa 
bawdy house on Beech Hill; enriched the 
drug stores and some liquor dealers in Bos. 
ton, who supply the people in bottles; made 
ihe city uncomfortable for commercial trav- 
elers and the general public who don't get 
drunk; and finally had to leave town himse!f 
because of the opposition his crusade excited. 
But he did not lessen the consumption of 
alcoholic drinks. Those who want Medford 
rum can get it in Keene in any quantity from 
a half pint to a barrel. Since the receipt of 
the book we hav taken ihe trouble to find 
out these facts, as Keene is an old residence 
of ours, and a place, we thought, from its 
puritanical habits, where Prohibition would 
prohibit if it would anywhere. Funk & 
Wagnalls publish the book for 75 cents. 

Helen Weston writes in the Twentieth 
Century of one of our own books: “D. V. 
A. in ‘ Christian and Deist and the Propheta," 
givs & business man’s views upon religious 
and social matters. He writes for those 
seeking after truth in the scriptures. ‘ Chris- 
tian and Deist’ is written in the form of a 
dialog, though the Christian has little to say, 
and most of the talking is done by the Deist, 
who admits nothing as true without author- 
ity. He says it is a disputed question and 
very doubtful whether the first four books of 
the New Testament were written by those to 
whom they were attributed, or whether 
they hav not been changed and altered to suit 
the priests of a past age. He givs a few ex- 
tracts from the ' Fathers of the Church,’ that 
people may draw their own conclusions as to 
whether or not the ‘ fathers’ altered the gos- 
pels to suit themselvs. St. Hermas, bishop 
of Philipcpolis, a n. about 100, says: ‘I never 
spake & true word in my life, but always 
lived in dissimulation and affirmed a lie for 
truth to all men, and no man contradicted 
me, but all gave credit to my word.’ Then 
again Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, A.D. 315, 
s&ys he ‘has related whatever might redound 
to the glory, and he has suppressed all 
that could tend to the disgrace, of religion.' 
Several other extracts follow, together with 
much information of what is true and what 
cannot possibly be true in the Bible. The 
author ends by endeavoring to portray a vis- 
ion of what this world might be were many 
of the old superstitions destroyed. ‘The 
Prophets’ contains much of the same thought, 
but the stories are told in verse and in a 
somewhat sarcastic manner, which renders 
them less interesting. When he says of the 
Bible, ‘Mankind were better if the book were 
burnt,’ and ‘ worthlessness is shown on every 
page,’ I think he makes a mistake.” Miss 
Weston ought to point out the mistake. 


“ Reminiscences.” By Lucy N. Colman. 
With portrait of theauthor. Preface by Amy 
Post. Price $1 Published by H. L. Green; 
sold at this office. As these recollections of 
ante-bellum and anti-slavery times were first 
published in Tug TRUTH BERKER, our readers 
already know their value. Some of our 
Southern readers did not like them, but as 
they are solid facta, that fault should not be 
Charged to the author, but rather to the in- 
famous social economy that so long held 
millións of human beings in chattel slavery. 
Tous they are extremely interesting as reveal- 
ing glimpses of the hardships and dangers en- 
countered by that splendid band of heroes 
called Abolitionists, of which Mrs. Colman, 
Elizur Wright, Parker Pillsbury, Wm. Lloyd 
Gsrrison, and a few others were the leaders. 
Mrs. Colman is an intense lover of liberty, a 
hater of meanness by whomsoever manifested, 
8 deep moralizer, endowed with courage to 
s&y what she thinks, and with ability to 
make her stories read like thrilling romances. 
These “ Reminiscences” are history and tales 
of chivalry combined. That in numberlesa 
instances they reflect upon churches and 


Christianity is to be expected. All truth.; 
And now that slavery : 
is abolished, and the church with her usual. 
brazenness is claiming the credit for it, this 


ful history does that. 


of body and mind! 


Giordano Bruno. 


trait, and Monument, 


With & complete list of the American subseribers 


to the fund for theerection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JaAcoB HOLYOAKE, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
Lypia R, CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BOW READY, . 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the sblest and 
bast editoriais written by Mr. Beaver during the 


past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home, It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, 81.09, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 


BY T. C. WIBDICONIBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ROMES REASON 


å Memoir of Obristian and Extra-Ohristian Expo. 
rience. 


By NATHANIEL Ramsay WATERS. 


A very critical analysis of both Protestantism 
and Catholicism, from the vantage-ground of an 
intimate personal experience with the two 8y8- 
tems. It deals the most trenchant blows whioh 
pure logic is capabla of inflicting.—[Oritical Re- 


view. 
Oloth, 12mo, £1.75. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


As ENTS WANTED cust snc ASTE PARE A us 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broudway, N. ¥o 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men’s 
dA Associa- 
ion. 


By Brox. B. WESTRROOKX, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Addrosa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. Kelsos Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logis unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism sa to 
show thet Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo. 245pr., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 
(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
i And tor the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and- Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 


Price, - - - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By Lupwid FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


her book, read and keep it, aud cherish the 
author for her magnificent services to freedom 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 


THOMAS DAVIDSON, 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. F., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Piace: New York. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FRUERBACH., 
‘Translated fromthe German. Cloth, 12m0, 75pp. 
50 eta. 

The trath-teiler ia ill-mannered, therefore im- 
nora). Extract, 
Address Tar TRUTH BEYKER Oo. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Perseeutions. 


8vo,. 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Oenta Each. 


1, HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
vhilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GRAREENLEAF 
Tompson. 

2, CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and infinence, By Rev..'onN W. OHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND. PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
"ow sauna and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. Sznviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
beging. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports, 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND 

7. THE, DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. Oorz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 


velopment. By Dr. KOBERT G. EcoLxs. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.SrpNEY 
BAMPSON. 

11. eo hee OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewia 

. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nzrsox O. 

PARSHALL. 


13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By JouN W. OBADWIOK. 

14, PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARB 
Bovr NI0HOLS. 

15. THE EFSEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. By MrxoT J. 

AVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Miss Wixon’s Werks. 
Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1.50. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


for Boys and Girls. 12m9, 388pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Superati- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
86 fnll-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illug- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Every Liberal Should Read 
THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION, 


By Arrnur D. Moss. 
WITH PREFACE BY DR. HARDWIOKE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Chapter I, Bible Astronomy and Evolution; 
Ohavter IT. Bible Biology and Evolution; Chan- 
ter HI. Bible Myths and Evolution; Chapter IV, 
Bible History and Evolution: Chapter V, Bible 
Moralitv and Evolution; Chapter VJ. Bible Mir- 
neler and Evointion : Ohnpter VII, Miraoles In- 
credible; Chapter VIII Bible Poetry and Evolu- 
tian ; Chapter IX, Bible Art and Evolution : Chap- 
ter X. Bible God and Evolution ; Chapter XI. Soul 
and Future aud Evolution ; Ohaptor XII, Heaven 
Hereafter; Chapter XIIT, Conclnaion. 

Handsomely bound iv cloth, Price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Truth Seeker Traots. 


Nots.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only, Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. .......- 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates........ 
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94 The New Raven. Will Cooper............ 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Browh............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe, Bennett... 
311 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.......... eee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantinethe Great.  Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard.................. 
120 Tho New Age. W.S. Bell.................. 1 
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123 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
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524 Sinful Saints. — Bennett. ........... s 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann...... "T 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
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140 Astro-Theology ................-. " 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher...... me 
142 Synopsisof All Religious. Saxon... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus e 
149 Ago of Bhams............... ee. EA TT 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
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160 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
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1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els. 

burg, M.D... esee esee eene nnn 

2 Evolution: Homoge-£ous to Heteroge- 

noous, Underwood................. g 

4 Literature of the Insane.  Marvin.......... 

` 6 Responsibility of Sox. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 

6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 

1 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 

B How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 

9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
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11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
: THE WORLD. 
Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at. 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . . 
DURING TEE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “ Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Eacroachments of Ecelesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

Sf you have any Ideas or Reforms calculaied to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. 


It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—2. G. Ingersowl. 


, CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Clu». 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. — . 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Our Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents. 


SE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

‘he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifo and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is Just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 
Address Taz TRUTE Seeker CompaNY. 


THE SAFEST CREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTHER Discourses oF REASON. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAH. 

Extra cloth, 12mo, 288pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TEC 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and  Hizact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. E, INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, . . $1.00. 


WETTSTEIN'S 


WORLD-GENOWHED WATCHES, 


Bost grades American Stem-winders : In gilver- 
ine cases, 7 Jowelg, $7.50; 9 jewels, $3; 11 jowals, $9; 
15 jowela, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
silver Cases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In best fied gold cases, open 
faces dust proof. 7 jawels, $16: 9 jowels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, $15.53: do. adjusted, 
$:4,50. Hunting. $22; $2250; $23; $24; $80. 
Ladies, same Quality,? jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18 50; 15 jewels, $?5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, . 


16 jowels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than abova adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. -1i such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York Ford's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. Watchea cleaned, dest work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


X STABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Bechells. IH. 


AT THINE OWN HOM. 


Send 16 cenís to Dr. R. P, Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor "—& valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of, youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses 1n 
maturer years. lt seta forth an External Appli- 
c&tion--A POSITIVE CURE, a8 it matters not how 
iong standing, how hoveless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J., and say where 
yousaw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought, 


| FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
tho Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, + e «© . 10 cents. 


Liberal Metings. — 


These notices ave for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie. 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The :anhattan Liberal Ciub, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening; at 8 o'clock; at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast '5th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark “Liberal League 


Meete every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall 177 Halsey St. oor. Market 
at., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social queetions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts..s$ 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
ives discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpubliostiongalwayeon hand atcheap ratos. 


Chicago Seeular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 pa, at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and dobates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Ment, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M.. at the town hall. Ail friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEiGRTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:20 P.M., At 412 Nicollet 
&ve.,Rooms 12 and 14, Hastman block, Minneapolie, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER. Pros.: LEROY BEBRIER.ÉBec. 


Elizur Wright Seeuiar Union 


Of Alliance, O. meete the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month st Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
Subscriptions to Taz TauTE SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burvg, Cor. Sec. 


The Wallis Walis Lib rai Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall Main street, Walla Wella, Washington. 
Science Lectures._Free Discuasions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres. A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
: Prairie City. Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordiaily in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Sec. 


San Francisco, Cai., Freethought 
Society 

Mastr every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Des Moines Secular Unien 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Fiynn Block. B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER; Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 PM. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems. 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; espscially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited, J. L. TREUTHART; President. 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sundsy at 7:30 pm. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, 8Ong8, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank MORSE, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Ca!., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

Hall. Everybody invited, Mra. R. M. BERRA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Ree. Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sundsy in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to aij. Our motto, 
“ Universal Mental Liberty.” D.E WHICE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES Sama, Beo. 


Americau Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 730. Lecture, debates, and dircus- 
sions on all important secnu:ar rubjects. Pres- 
ident, Henry BIRD; Secretary, Cora BELLE 
FLAGG. 


The Career of Jesus Christ. 


An Exposition of the Trne Meaning of this Ohar- 
aoter as described in the New Testament. By Mil 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of ‘Hebrew Mythol- 
ogy.” Paper. 8vo, 25 cents 


TRY-SQUARE: 


0B, 
The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to. found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pestor, having established 
hig pulpit, uses it o disouss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi- 
cient narrativ abont it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the trath is being brought 
to his mind. . 

For salo at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2. 


The Freethinkers' Pictorial Text Book 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs by Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
The Pests that Bother Uncle Sar. Thomas Paine. merdans, Its Evolution. 


Uncle Sam Sleepe, but the Priests do Not. 
Komanism with Her Mask On. 3 
. The Mas: Off. . 

* Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God." 

The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 
find in his Closet. 

A New Laocoon. 

The Trail of the Serpent. 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty. g 

“ Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Sceks to 
Slay Her."—La Salle. 

The Outcome of Church and State Union. |. 
The God-iv-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril. . À 

Religions Treason the Ruin of the Bepnblic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Stetue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


The Preacher and the Patriot. ` 
One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 


ers. 

Why Paine Was Denounced. 

Paine's Services and His Reward from the 
Oburch. — E 

Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 


A Question for Theological Ethnologiats. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


Tho Bible and Science. 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Their Scientific Records Compared. 
"wo Samples of Christianity’s 
Work. 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Mis-ionaries 
Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Ef 


Unkind Reflections 
Church, 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelpa. 

The Ory of the Church, ‘Don’t Hurt Ou: 
Feelings." 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Las 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min. 
isterial delegate). 


Upon the 


Ohristian Missionaries in Indie. g 

Missionary Methods in the Church of En 

A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 
The Lord's Instruments. 

Religious Rule. 


Bible Docirines and their Results. 


lang, Persecutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Bran». 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
An Uawelcome Pilgrimage. 

Wren Christians Made the Laws. 
Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. McGlynn—the Church True to Her 


Rule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Church Robbing the People. 
New York City's Annual Gift to the Churches, 


Shearing Time, 
The Clergy’s Hold Upon the People. 
One of & Very Numerous Class. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. . 
LI i a L1] pplied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 

Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical He- 


Record. 1 
Casting Pesrls Before S wine. 
The Bigotry of Ohurcli and State. 


The Physician and the Flock. 
Duty to the Clergy. 


The Taxpayers and the Cnurches—T. 
-I At Conference Time. 


Some Allegories. 


sults. 
ane Anthority of the Footpad. The Genií who Preside Over the Road to 


i i The Wisdom of Solomon. 
Thanksgiving . vor oe Methodist Conference in New York The Law and the Gospel Not the Sime. Kuowleage. A 
Thenkwiving-D The Burden of the Cross. Resnis of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 5 às The Three Graces of Infidelity. 
ar ZH The Theologian’ Conoeptiozor Olerigal BET: nich Statements Shall We Be Damned for — She Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


Irresponsibility of Christians—Whence they 


Ages. 
The Ark of the Lord. Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. ** Lot tha Ghosts Go.” 


Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. us Rear With hel rPuMore Jegus Paid It All. ; Tne Race Between America's Infidel Orator 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. Appearances and Fact. Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a and Engiand’s Christian Statesman. 

ee Cobre Peers Banal I Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. So Nev Baint. True Beli M n ihono Pendos Be 

AS me Xi ee "i A Desirable Bargain; Polswine chis S ore A New Rendering of -n Oia Rhyme. 


An Error iv Biblical Navigation. 


eax The World Still Moves. 


The Children and the Church, 


“u € “ [D An Earnest Christian. 


A Trial of Faith. , 
The Faults in Ohristian Morality.—I. 


Piety in Gur Penitentiarles. 
A Beligious Procession. 


Two Ways to Go. The Atonement Scheme. «I, Heaven. — i 

Which Shali Wa Have Iy The Atonement Doctrine. te X Te sin a m On the Probation lane Soene Outside of the 
eee fone Bohools, Fractjoal p ppucatrion of the Atonement: e $ * - —v." On the Probation Plan —Scene inside of tho 
A New Applicatiou of an Old Text. The reat DM soy of Beptiam. An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. Garea of the New Jerusalem. 


How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacies of the Lord—I. 
“ LI s s —II. 


Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 

On the Anxious Seat. 

Different Stories of an Alleged Oconrrence. 
The Chureh and Slavery 

The Ghost in the Methodist Churchyard. 


"Priests in Politics. 


The Colossus of New York. 
The Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. 


Ireland and the Church, 


A Contribution to the Irish Question. 
The Ohurches in Ireland. 


Into Heaven via, Purgatory. 


Hell. 


How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 

The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A lerical Surprise Party. | 

The Theologians and Skeptics. 

The Devil's Occupation Gone. 


Miscellaneous, 


Talmage’s Petrified B'asphemer—A Religious 
Campaign Srors of '86, 
The Futility of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 


Tha Reptiles ın the Path. — 
Recruiting for Caurch Institutions. 
A Parochial Schon! Lesson. 
Products of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off. 

A Web for the Unwary. 

The Religious Trap. 

Sunday-School Scholars. 

The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Woman and the Church, 


A Few Viatims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 
A Drouth in Cambridge, Ill., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 
The Creeds. 
t Is Christianity ?—I. 
Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. us e antc ix 
Encouragement to Go Astray. “s « IiI. 
St. Paul as a Member of the School Board. The Olamor of the Oreeds. 


The Ohurch's Use for Woman. Sustaining the Creede. The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. doxy. 
A Qontrast, Ahe E a Fiddle., a The Trouble With Pat. The Evolution of a Sacrament. 
i . e Oreeds of the World. i 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope. Christianity’s Holy Family. The Church’s Idea of Civilization, d Hint to Talmage, Bam ene Union's 
Helpiug the Ohurch. Janu8-faced Oreedaliats. The Gallows One of Ohristian Civilization's 


i Orusade. 
The Church's Chief Supvort. ` 
When Womanhood Awakes. Tools ot; she Jlerical Trade. 


The Oreedalists and the Government—“Our 


Adiunct 
God, Our Country; and an Appropriation.’ 


B. 
What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G, Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck's Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams's Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Onarles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, Chiniquy’s Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbeit 
on the English Onurch, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham's Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper's Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper's Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons's Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A Garfield, Presideut U. 8. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Giliespie's Aaron's Rod Blossoming, Greg's Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson’s Exposl- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper's Weekly, Hallam’s History of the Midd'e Ages, Ingersoll. President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abrer Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. stanley Matthews, of the U. S. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 

- Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Btuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie's History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Hell, People's Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, Bt. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Baladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Protectory, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmiua D. 
Slenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Taz TRUTH Bzzxznm, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker. Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. B. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M.  heeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart's 
ne a p Mn of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 

aters, W. W. r. 


THE BOOK CONTAINS NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of $2, by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Fost-Office at Now York, N. Y., ac Socond-ciaes Mattar. 


Se 
Vol. 17. No.'46. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. | New York. Saturday, November'15, 189U-} 28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 per year. 


——— — 


f a am 
Dr T 
gt TLE 


Lm M 
(I, lo, iy tr oS T. 
. : aude 


l 


sll 


il) 4 


lu 


x j 
: RAT ; 524 = | 


co T gn 
——— Y — 


A PICTORIAL FABLE FOR CHRISTIANS TO CONSIDER._SEE PAGE 728. . 


Holes and Clippings. 


Ir is a bare matter of fact to say that Vol- 
taire never knew what a vacant moment was. 
Planning, writing, revising, or directing the 
performance of a play; composing some 
pamphlet which, read by every cultivated 
person in Europe, would furnish fertil food 
for many an hour’s conversation in courts 
and opteries; penning or dictating letters, of 
which the series is so inexhaustible that 
Charles Nodier is reported to hav said, 
* What! more unpublished letters of Vol. 
taire! The only end to them will be the end 
of the world!"—The Gentleman's Maga- 
zine. 


Taos orthodox people who flatter them- 
selvs by supposing that the position of women 
is superior in Christian countries to what it 
has been in any other nation, should read the 
paper given at the Women's Congress by Miss 
Georgia Louise Leonard, of Washington, 
upon ‘‘ Women in Ancient Egypt." She 
describes how the influence and authority of 
women then extended through all the spheres 
oflife. In fact, women held in almost every 
aspect a position equal to that of men. To 
the recognition of female rights may be at- 
tributed the prosperity of the great Egyptian 
empire. 


TuERE are lots of distilleries in Peoria, Ill., 
gays the Hastings, Mich., Plaindealer, but 
a few days ago the Lord passed them all 
carefully by and burnt up the Presbyterian 
church, and to hav his amusement more 
interesting and funny the time chosen was 


when the edifice was filled with people. The 
first intimation of impending danger was the 
falling of a portion of the roof, when a stam. 
pede occurred, numbers of men, women, and 
children jumping out of the high windows. 
Our opinion is that such sport is really more 
harmful than numbering hairs and counting 
sparrows. 


Tur American Spectator says: “A writer 


in a society journal calls attention to the fact | 


that, *counting all persons who hav some 
religious faith and attend regulatly some 
place of worship, Christian or Jewish, there 
still remain fifteen million grown persons in 
this country who never go inside any church 
at all.’ He further observes that the Method- 
ist and Baptist churches combined hav a 
membership of about one million more than 
the Roman Catholic; while these three de- 
nominations contain four-fifths of the church- 
going people. It would be manifestly un- 
just to allow the fifteen millions of non- 
churchgoers to interfere or prohibit the rest 
or any portion of the religious element from 
spending Sunday ‘as they see fit, providing 
that in so doing they are not infringing on 
the rights of others. It would be equally 
unjust for the religious bodies to attempt to 
close the museums, picture galleries, or in 
any other way to seek to interfere with the 
innocent amusement of any portion of the 
fifteen million people who never go inside a 
church. (By innocent amusement we mean 
any amusement, recreation, or exercise which 
society encourages during the week.) This 
is a fact which many people will not see ; for 
it is hard to rise-above prejudice and be just; 
yet justice and toleration are the watch- 
words of progress.” 


Mr. GLADSTONE, we are now told on the 
authority of his chief London organ, has 
once more entered the fleld against Professor 
Huxley. A great part of his forthcoming 
book, “ The Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture ”—a reprint of recent magazine 
articles—is a challenge to Professor Huxley. 
* With the assistance of an expert in hy- 
draulics," says this unconsciously humorous 
organ, * Mr. Gladstone has even criticised 
those calculations respecting the subsidence 
of the waters upon which Professor Huxley 
has impugned the narrativ of the deluge." 
And with or without the assistance of an ex- 
pert in spiritual hydraulics, the great home 
ruler has also given his reasons for supposing 
that the Gadarene pig-owners were Jews un- 
lawfully possessed of the swine possessed by 
devils. If they were, Professor Huxley's 
argument against miracles, because employed 
in this case for the wanton destruetion of 
other people's property, is supposed to be 
shattered in pieces. A reply from Professor 
Huxley on these and other points is expected. 
Mr. Gladstone’s opponents, says the Tribune, 
remembering the fate which befell him in his 
earlier, yet still recent, controversy with 
Professor Huxley, expect it joyfully. But 
Mr. Giadstone’s power of seeing only what 
he wants to see is just as remarkable in 
theology as in politics, and in both his courage 
is perfectly splendid. 

A DnISPATOH to the daily papers from 
Leavenworth, Kan., says: 
Ritchie again threw the mail edition of the 
Leavenworth Times out of the mail this 
morning because it reprinted the list of the 
Catholic fair raffles. In giving au account of 
the postmaster's action, Postmaster-General 


** Postmaster | 


Wanamaker sustains Postmaster Ritchie, and 
in reply to hia telegram of inquiry simply 
wired,‘ Unmailable.’ Suit hasbeen filed by 
the Times against Postmaster Ritchie for 
$10,000 damnges. The claim is made that 
no law can forbid an American newspaper to 
print the news.” Commenting upon this case 
the Herald of this city says: ‘‘ There is just 
a little danger that we are being governed 
too much. We réad that an Indiana post- 
master has thrown out of the mails the entire 
edition of the Fort Wayne Daily Journal, 
because the paper published an account of a 
Catholic church fair which contained a list of 
members who had drawn prizes. Another 
journal was also stopped because it contained 
a short item regarding the rafiling of a sofa 
pillow for the benefit of a poor family. 
President Harrison is a.sensible man and 
should make an example of this postmaster. 
His interpretation of the law is that any 
postmaster may constitute himself a censor 
over the newspapers that come to his care, 
examin them as rigorously as a Russian cen- 
sor, and, if he pleases, throw them out of 
the mails. No law was ever passed by Con- 
gress giving such power. We approved of 
the president's course against lotteries and of 
legal. action toward the suppression of the 
Louisiana lottery. But it is one thing to sup- 
press a lottery and another to interfere with 
the liberties of the citizen. To throw out of 
the mails the entire edition of a newspaper 
because it contained an item regarding the 
raffle of a sofa pillow for the benefit of a poor 
family is an outrage. It only shows to what 
extent this beautiful paternal government is 
going—that it is really government by going 
to the devil.” 
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Communications. 


Is There a God? 

X. : 

i re dn thou by searching find out God?” (Job 
Xl, ). i 

It is now ages since the above question was asked, 
and it has not yet baen answered. It was regarded 
as a pertinent question then, and it remains a perti- 
nent question still. The-question of the being of a 
God is one to which the greatest and best of human 
intellects hav been directed and wil) be directed. It 
is a question which has an influence over the thought- 
ful portion of society, as a question of duty, and it 
has an influenee over the unthoughiful portion of 
society, by the teachings of the priesthood, that is 
truly disastrous and sometimes painful to witness. 
The existence of God is not only assumed, bui even 
dogmatized upon, and human happiness is marred 
and human progress prevented by this dogmatism. 
It has been among the highest functions of human 
intelligence to seek a solution to this absorbing 
question, and when it is approached with earnestness 
and sincerity it will command the attention and 
respect of the thoughtful portion of mankind, for 
the sincere and honest pains a man takes to discover 
truth are a batter measure of his intellectual worth 
than any fancied possession of things revealed. 

Many methods and argumerts hav been employed 
by persons endeavering to solve this much vexed 
problem, but as yet all efforts hav been without suc- 
cess. Every known property or quantity in nature 
has not only been deified itself, but has been pre- 
sented to men as emanating directly from their God 
or gods. The sun was the universal supreme god 
of ancient times. It was regarded as the great life, 
giver and producer—a belief which closely approaches 
the scientific teaching of to-day—and popular tradi- 
tion deified it, and then thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of animated beings were sacrificed upon the 
sun’s altars, and even human beings died by the 

. hand of the sacred executioner in order to assuage 
the wrath of that orb or turn aside the fury of its 
vengeance, when it was as inoffensiv and as free from 
either as the pure light it sheds through the wide 
expanse of the heavens. 

Of the two principal arguments which hav beer 
adduced to prove the existence of a God, the first is 
that of design, an argument which proceeds purely 
from inference, and being capable only of inferring, 
it implies an amount of facts which are incapable of 
solution. The second is an argument derived from 
consciousness. Consciousness is simply the aggre- 
gate feelings of the human mind, a kind of analysis 
which, unable to reason boldly, reviews all that one 
knows, and from this, incomplete as it is, sums up a 
decision. The consciousness of an Atheist can never 
form the existence of a God, for if he was not an 
Atheist, he would not be convinced, and the argu- 
ments in its favor, and his prior knowledge, would 
be to him the consciousness that there was not one. 
Of all arguments consciousness is the most weak, for 
is it not a growth, an educator, the conviction of a 
life? To use it as an objectiv argument for the ex- 
istence of a God is to exalt man’s feelings in the 
place ‘of his judgment, and then, having divested 
himself of his perception, he is left to his fancy 
whether he sees or not. If we would revere and 
worship a being whom we are to regard as the 
author of nature, and therefore infinitly superior to 
ourselvs, we should clearly understand who and 
what that being was. And if there was such a being, 
and he intended us to worship him truly, he would 
without doubt hav manifested his presence or told 
us of his nature. He would hav written his name in 
grand and unmistakable characters upon all his 
works. This, however, has never been done, and 
the Atheist is justified in his denial as a means of 
instituting an inquiry whether such a being really 
exists. No evidence, not even the traditions of men, 
will tend to prove this existence, and bring us 
nearer to the solution of the question, Is there a 
God? 

What is God? Is he something or nothing? Is 


he a world? Is he an animal, a vegetable, or a min-. 


eral? What is he? What are his phenomena, his 
power, and his location? Where is he? We know 
not, and neither hay we met anyone who did know. 
We hav made over and over again various appeals 
to those professing a knowledge of him, for the 
foundations of their present knowledge. But we 
can get no satisfactory answer. 

We are often asked by the religious people, If 
there is no God, where did the first grain of corn 
come from *—a question bearing upon the argument 
of design. To this the Atheist is silent. Neither 
can the Christian answer it; neither is he aided by a 
critical dissertation upon the power and wisdom 
shown in a single grain of wheat. The Deist says 
that it could not hav sprung fortuitously from the 
ground without design. The same with vegetables 
and animals. These are advanced as of supernatural 
contrivance and undoubted design. But the ques- 


evidence of being constructed for a purpose, yet it is 
thoroughly useless until it is placed in the ground to 
fructify and grow. The soil then is necessary for its 
completion. So here we hav proof from the design 
argument that the dust of the earth is on an equality 
with the organized grain of corn. In every case de- 
sign is a proof of imperfection, because it is subject 
to growth and improvement. No designer can de- 
sign anything unless he knows the adaptability of 
each part of the material he has to work with, and 
this knowledge can be gained only by long years of 
experience and patient contrivance.. Yet are we to 
imsgin that before God made the world he must hav 
repeated attempts and failed each time until he suc- 
ceeded? Why, the very argument itself is ridicu- 
lous, and not one present-day theologian would hav 
the temerity to use it. The complexity of the human 
structure is frequently adduced in favor of the design 
argument. But I fail to see wherein design shows 
itself. We hav five fingers on each hand, but is 
there any necessity for absolutely any more or less 
than five? Suppose we had only four, the design 
argument could be illustrated in precisely the same 
way. Nay, but take away our hands, arms, legs, and 
shoulders, and the design argument might be taken 
from the rest of our bodies. Let us go further 
atill, and suppose there were no human beings or 
animals upon the face of the earth, nothing upon the 
surface of the globe except an old bull-frog, eloquent 
treatises and essays might be written upon the won- 
derful adaptation of his limbs to the sphere in which 
he moved or upon the wisdom of the almighty. We 
are asked to grant that the arm is adapted to the 
shoulder, and this to every part of the human 
frame. We are pointed to the mechanical world 
for an illustration of intelligence, to the economy of 
the world for wisdom, and to the many enjoyments 
of life for goodness. These, being duly considered, 
are introduced as proofs that the original parents 
cf all these various functions had a beginning—that 
somebody created them, and that somebody embodied 
the attributes of intelligence, power, wisdom, and 
goodness, with a second edition of attributes called 
omnipresence, omnipotence, and omniscience, and 
we are asked to believe that this great verb is God. 

Such is the rapid tergiversation of logomachy by 
which Theists seek to be convinced of a mere “ word” 
and not a thing. It is genuin metaphysics and not 
science to discuss an idea of a supposed idea instead 
of a representation of a visible semblance. In fact, 
the eternity of matter does away with the necessity 
of a God; the laws of analogy oppose in every step 
the design argument; the design argument is cumu 
lativ in error and self-contradictory. Theists hav 
never manufactured a God by it complete, for they 
can never comprehend what they are talking about. 
All ideas of God are proofs of human ignorance. 
For the idea always corresponds to the state of edu- 
cation and the training of the individual holding 
such tenets. The deity of the New Zealander is a 
tattooed image, the Malay god is a cruel symbol, 
the Brahmans’ god is typical of their extravsgant 
ideas, the Mohammedan God is as lascivious as his 
prophet, while the popular idea of the Christian God 
is that of a great man sitting upon a golden throne, 
with long white robes and a flowing beard, having 
at his side Jesus and the Virgin Mary. Every age 
has had its Gods and men hav worshiped them and 
sacrificed untothem. But as men grow in knowledge 
and wisdom so their ideas of God will change. The 
orthodox idea of God came from a very low and bar- 
barous age. It is totally unfit for the present race 
of mankind. Revengeful, cruel, ignorant, and re- 
volting, there was the greatest inconsistency between 
his assumed attributes and his assumed conduct, 
which is sufficient to prove the falsity of all. 

Joun R. ÜHABLESWORTH, 


Christianity and Evolution. 
CHAPTER III. 

Another important part of the Ohristian religion, 
viz., the doctrin of the “logos,” or the “word of 
God," is clearly traceable to pre Christian times; 
on the one hand £o the Greek Plato, who lived 400 
B.C., and on the other to the Jewish Philo. It will 
be remembered that John i opens with the declara- 
lion: *In the beginning was the word. aud the 
-word was with God, and the word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men." 

Philo, describing the logos, says: “The logos is 
the son of God the father, the first begotten of God, 
the most ancient of all beings,” and so on, and identi- 
fies Christ with the logos in a multitude of particu- 
lars (see De Profugis, De Somniis, De Monarch). 

The Rev. J. W. Lake, in a pamphlet entitled, 
“Plato, Philo, and Paul,” give numerous illustra- 
tions of ‘the resemblance between gospel teachings 
and the logos (these are quoted at length by Mrs. 
Besant, Freethinkers’ Text-Book, Part IT). 

The logos, then, is the source from whence we get 
the idea of Christ as the word of God. And as this 
idea was formulated before the alleged birth of the 


tion remains, Are they? A grain of wheat may show | Jesus of the gospels by four hundred years, it is 


easy to understand how it may hav been incorpo 
rated in the gospels when, years after the alleged 
death of Jesus, these books were first compiled. 


Nor did the idea of the immortality of the soul orig- 


inate with Christianity, though from a study of the 
Old Testament it is quite clear that the earlier Jew- 
ish writers had no notion of the personal continu- 
ance of man in a world beyond the grave. 

If Solomon was the writer of the book of Ecolesi- 
astes, he certainly was opposed to the doctrin of the 
immortality of the soul. “I saw in mine heart con- 
cerning the estate of the sons of men, that God 
might manifest. them, that they might see that they 
themselvs are beasts. For that which befalleth the 
sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befall- 
eth them ; as the one dieth so dieth the other; vea, 
they hav all oae breath; so that man has no preémi- 
rence above a beast—all is vanity" (Ecoles. iii, 
18, 19). 

Jesus appears to hav believed in the resurrection 
of the body (John xi, 44), consequently he called the 
decayed corpse of Lazarus from the tomb and him- 
self appeared bodily to some of his disciples after 
the resurrection (John xx, 27). 

On the other hand, Plato and Socrates inclined to 
the view of Pythagoras, that the souls of men at 
death took pcssession of higher or lower animals 
according as the man's life had been either noble or 
base, virtuous or vicious. 

Tho Egyptians certainly entertained a belief in the 
immortality of the soul and incorporated these teach- 
ings into their funeral ritual (Egyptian Mythology, 
Sharpe, p. 52). 

The Indians also had an idea of the immortality 
of the soul at least two centuries before Christ 
(see Religious and Moral Sentiments from Indian 
Writers, by J. Muir, p. 22; also Inman’s Ancient 
Faiths, vol. ii, p. 820). The doctrin of the “unity 
of God,” and many of the ceremonies of Christianity, 
such as baptism, confirmation, etc. were also of 
pagan origin (see Christian Records, by Rev. Dr. 
Giles, p. 129; and Diegesis, Rev. Robert Taylor, p. 
219). 

Even the idea of angels and devils was borrowed from 
Egypt by the Jews, and lastly the great doctrins of the de- 
struction of the world by fire and punishment of the wicked 
are drawn from a pagan source (see Justin Martyr, Apologv, 
1, chap. viii; Sharpe’s Egyptian Mythology, pp. 49 52; 
also see Dr. Kalisch’s Historical and Critical Commentary on 
the Old Testament, p. 318). 


Indeed, Mrs. Besant ably sums up this branch of 
the subject as follows : 


Thus‘ we hav seen that the cardinal doctrins and ceremo- 
nies of Christianity are of purely pagan origin, and that 
** Christianity " was in existence long ages before Christ. 

Christianity is only, as we hav said, a patchwork com- 
posed nf old materials. From the later Jews comes '' the 
unity of God ;" from India and Egypt the ‘ trinity in unity ;" 
from India and Egypt the crucified redeemer ; from India, 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome the virgin mother and the divine 
son; from Egypt its priests and its ritual; from the Essenes 
and the Therapeuts its asceticism; from Persia, India, and 
Egypt its sacraments; from Persia and Babylonia its angels 
and its devils; from Alexandria the blending into one of 
many lines of thought. There is nothing original in this 
creed save its special appeal to the ignorant and to babes. 
“ Not many wise men after the flesh” are among its adher- 
ents. It is an appeal to the darkness of the world, not to its 
light; to superstition, not to knowledge; to faith, not to 
reason. 


Having thus discovered the various sources from 
which the Christians hav collected the materials out 
of which they hav built up their religion, I will en- 
deavor in the next chapter to trace the evolution of 
these ideas during the early ages of the Ohristian 
church. 


EARLY CHRISTIANITY.—~OHAPTER IY. 


Although there is no evidence of the existence of 
the Jesus of the gospels, whether considered as a 
God or man, it is quite within the realm of possibil- 
ity that a person may hav lived named Jesus, or 
Joshua—or, for the matter of that, a dczan such per- 
sons—who proclaimed some unpopular doctrina to 
the Jews, and who, as a consequence, was persecuted 
by them, and ultimately put to death either by cruci- 
fixion, or by stoning, as declared by Josephus. . 

It seems quite clear, however, whether such a 
person lived or not, that between thirty and fifty 
years after his alleged death a number of persona 
appeared who called themselvs followers of Jesus, and 
went from place to place proclaiming teachings which, 
while they bore a wonderful likeness to the docirins 
of the Essenes, appeared to possess an originality of 
their own, and were probably proclaimed with an en- 
thusiasm which only those who were suffering from 
persecution could impart. In the midst of this per- 
secuted and excited rabble stood one Paul, an able 
and learned man, who had once been an opponent of 
Ohristianity, but who, having been smitten by sun- 
stroke (Acts xxvi), lost the even balance of his mind, 
and became just as ardent an apostle of “ Ohrist 
and him erueified" as before he had been an enemy. 
It must be remembered that Paul never saw Jesus, 
and therefore, however zsalously he may hav advo- 
cated Christianity, it cannot be said that he was a 
witness, in the strict sense of the term, of the reality 
of Christ. Now, for nearly a hundred years these 
Christians carried on their propaganda, referring to 
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tradition respecting the teachings of their so called | faith, and was embodied in the Athanasian creed and 
master. . is read to-day in all the churches of Christendom. 

Early in the second century some gospels and Anraur B, Moss. 
epistles were written bodying forth the alleged 
teachings of Jesus. These sre alleged to hav been 
written in Hebrew, although the gospels, as we now 
hav them, are in Greek. What became of the orig- 
inals nobody knows; no trace of their existence can 
now be discovered. 

Now, the early beliefs of Ohristians differ in 
many material points from the Christianity of to- 
day, and I will endeavor, in this and succeeding 
chapters, to indicate some of the points of differ. 
ence, and how they arose and developed. In the 
first place, I think it can be satisfactorily demon- 
strated that the early Christians belizved that Jesus 
was merely a msn, and rested their beliefs upon the 
teachings of the apostles and of the gospels as they 
understood them (Acts xi, 22). Olristians were di. 
vided, not only into several sects, but there were 
Jewish Ohristians as well as gentile Christians. 
The Jewish Christians were in a wreichedly poor 
condition, so much so that they earned the unenvi- 
able appellation of Ebionites, which signifies poor 
and mean, in the same manner as many of the early 
reformers from popery were called Beghards, as a 
term of reproach (see Dr. Priestley’s Corruptions of A 
Christianity, p. 3). | Sanctions. ; 

Peter and Paul always spoke of Jesus as a man. | , ?. They must be made to see that human suffering 
In 1 Tim. xi, 5, Paul expresses his belief thus: | 18 the fruit of this religion; that its fundamental evil 
“There is one God and one mediator between God | Should and must be destroyed, and that Freothought 
and men. the man Ohrist Jesus” (Voltaire: Philo- | 18 the only instrument which will effectually destroy 
sophical Dictionary). In fact, the idea of Jesus be- | it, and Liberals the only class of people fitted to 
ing God does not appear to hav developed into | !ead in the accomplishment of the work. 

a portion of the Christian creed until the end of} We believe the right effect can be produced, 
the sixteenth century. because every emotion of the mind can be warmed 

Jewish Christiana were treated with studied { imto increased activity by stimulation, by exercise. 
cruelty by gentile Christians; they were also held | But a negativ policy will not do. “Milk and-water” 
in the greatest abhorrence by the religious Jews, who | *tguments are fruitless. Nothing but positiv, deter- 
cursed them solemnly whenever they met them, for | mined, energetic effect will prove effectual. There 
having departed from the faith of their fathers. i8 a way. We believe that every Liberal can be 
These Jewish Christians were sometimes called | reached. We believe the sleep of apathy can be 
Nazarenes, but more often were referred to as Ebi- | broken, and the sleepers, one and all, aroused to 
onites. Epiphanius, in his account of the Nazarene, | fall consciousness, wide awake and full of energy. 
makes no mention of them believing in the divinity | But we want men who are especially qualified to 
of Christ (Epiphanii Opera. 1682 (Her 29), pp. 1 | effect this grand awakening. How much of an effort 
124); while Trypho the Jew in his dialog with | has been made in this direction? In my vicinity 
Justin says: ; none. Liberal speakers hav been here, but they hav 

They who think that Jesus was a man, and being chosen l not entreated the people to rally in support of the 
of God was anointed Christ, appear to me to advance a more | grandest cause known to the world. Their work 
probable opinion than yours. For all of us expect that į has been confined almost exclusivly to education, 
os Chaat in “be Cacia, be chad ta on | °° jee ea of bere a 
by all means be a man born of man (Dialog, Edit. Thirlley, Among all the Liberal lecturers I hav ever heard, 
p. 238-4). no one has urged the people to organize and to 

This view was also taken by Eusebius, bishop of | labor assiduously for the support of their organiza- 

tion. The utility of organizations as equilibrious 


Cæsarea, “ Ecclesiastical History," book 1 . ix, : } die RP 

and by Tertullian in his “ Discourses pe forces poised against Christian societies has not been 

Praxeas."- e pointed out. True, these men hav done earnest 
work and done it well. But not this kind of work, 


Not only is it true that it took many centusies to Sen : 
! idet : iq | although it is the kind most needed. Now to the 
develop fhe dootrin or the divinity of Obrint, bat this | question, How shal! local organizations be eftected 


doctrin, which appears to hav been entertained by a d sustained? W 

small minority till the council of Nice, was fiercely es "on M oU e RIEN is 

resisted for centuries, especially by the poor and yraa Bel ore a by abend Ete should be 
histicated hristi 7 y by Liberal lecturers. 

BOE HINOS a anong ina C marines whe thonghi 2. All Liberal societies should be formed by men 


that it savored of polytheis d ttempt of : ; naf os 
the learned. to foist ipe hem Ton shiek th e| aud women whose business is this kind of work, and 
: who hav especial talents for the same. 


nature of a metaphysical puzzle. | É : 

Tertullian expressed the hostility of the masses to | 4 3. Pie ec ar Unit should be furnished by the 
the doctrin of the trinity in the following terms: | "A Each souar at hould zi bli 

The simple, the ignorant, and the unlearned, who are : S aoe "a 18 Baoue BIV punio lectures 
always the greater part of the body of Christians, since the rule | 9V9FY Sunday an evote his entire time during the 
of faith itself transfers their worship of many gods to the one | Week to canvassing the town and doing private work 
trme Gea, net nndortanding that the unity of God isto be f until the organization is thoroughly completed. 
maintained, but w e economy dread this economy, iw- | By ri i i ion. 
agining that this number and disposition of a trinity is a ne rar ia ba fe qi e Lib: ses AMORE and the 
division of the unity. They therefore will hav it that we : efore Liberal people in this pri- 
are worshipers of the two and even of three Gods. vate Way, interest would be excited, which, with 
Hier say, Hola the i es the Latins hav learned | proper influence, sould be maintained. In connec- 
o bawl out for monarchy. ard the Greek themseivs will not! tion with thi thod * 
understand the economy (Praxesu. Dow TLL De 000) 0 this method of procedure, pamphlets and 


Organization. 

, Without attempting a full statement of facts rele- 
tiv to thé mental forces which tend to destroy Lit- 
eral organizations, I will proceed at once to giv my 
views relativ to how we should effect and maintain 
them. Oar success in this direction depends mainly 
upon the observance of one fundamental precept— 
increase the desire to maintain Liberal organizations 
until it outweighs the resisting forces which tend 
to destroy them. How shall we accomplish this? 

1. By holding before Liberals the mirror of the 
world’s evils caused by religion. By observing the 
evils of the past. As like causes produce like effacts, 
they can predict the dangers of the future. This 
calls for action. 

2. They must be influenced to see more clearly 
that, according to. the fundamental principles cf this 
religion, wholesale murder is regarded as being 
| moral, and that the great evil cf this system lies in 
' the fact that religious people believe that a God 
|j sanctions persecution, and that as they accept this 
! supposed authority as supreme, they, of course, jus- 
| tify themselvs in any practice which a supposed God 


We, 


tracts of a nature to excite interest and enthusiasm 
No doubt a great deal of the confusion of thought | in the cause should be freely distributed. 

among the early Ohristians srose througrh the fre- 5. The business of this organizer would further 
quent occurrence of the term “ Holy Ghost” or Holy | be, to raise funds by subscriptions, eto., to pay a 
Spirit in the synoptic as well as the apoeyphal gos- | public speaker for one year's service in lecturing 
pels. These terms were probably figurativ and did {| before the said organization; and when this is 
not refer to what Dr. Parkhurst facetiouisly termed | accomplished the American Secular Union shall send 
“the foggy member of the trinity.” The Holy 


he t ity a speaker to fill this position for the stipulated time ; 
Spirit probably meant the sincere spirit of enthusiasm | and this man shall prepare the field, make provision 
by which men’s conduct was stirred to activity in any 


’ £ either for himself or another lecturer for the year to 
praiseworthy cause. In this sense St. Pau! writes in| follow—the organizer to be sent by the American 
Cor. ij, 11: “What man knoweth tie things of a 


‘hs Secular Union into a new field of labor. 

man save the spirit of man that is in him? Even so 6. The local speaker should, from time to time, 
the things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of | fill engagements in the neighboring towns and other 
God.” i accessible fields where arrangements can be made 

Having by persistent advocacy amd frequent voies | for lectures or debates, and one-half of the proceeds 
at councils established the doctrin of the trinity, it | from said lectures and debates shall be forwarded to 
became in time part and parcel of the teaching of the ! the American Secular Union; the remaining half 
church. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the | shall be given the local speaker as remuneration for 
Catholic being the only Ohristian church, the doctrin | extra work. 
of the trinity was incorporated as & part of the au- The Secular Union would, doubtless, realize from 
thorized creed, and when ultimately through the| each lecturer, yearly, more than enough to pay the 
polygamous character of that pious monarch Henry | organizer for the time spent in effecting the organi- 
VIII. the pope ceased to be the reigning religious | zation. 
head of Europe, and the Catholic church took a back The great drawback is the diceouragement of 
seat in favor of a new organization which is now| those who are willing to help support an organiza- 
known as the Protestant church, ths doctrin of the 


à p ; tion by reason of the smaliness of the number of 
trinity was still retained and became part of the new | those who patronize theorder. Yet there aro plenty 


of Liberals in most of the large towns to form a 
social society equal to the best church society of 
the place. To get them interested, and to entertain  . 
| them after they are interested, is al: that is necessary, : 
i.&, the interest must be of that degree which will 
overbalance all opposing interests. 
be excited without private work, and that, too, of. 
ihe most influential kind. 


But this cannot - 


Individuals are directed and improved by the oper- 


ation of their own mental faculties, and these facul- ` 
ties are stimulated into action (1) by natural existing 
influences, such as social communion, and (2) by sel- 
fish or religious influences, the latter being excited 
both by rea! and imaginary external motiv forces, - 
which cause the individual to move in a particular 
way, which way is always in harmony with the nature. 
of the circumstances by which he is controled.. In 
view cf this truth Liberals should endeavor to 
increase by stimulation the inactiv elements of their 
brethren. 
private influence, together with a judicicus use of 
tracir, booke, papers, eto., will effect the end desired. 
We want propagandists who are awake to the truths - 
in human nature and who hav special talent fcr 
organizing. The outcome of organizations formed 
by local talent alone is usually uncertain. 
towns where Liberals are not able to support a 
speaker societies may be maintained by local talent ; 
but they would, doubtless, be more successful if the 
organization could be effected by the special talent 
mentioned. 


Earnest, persistent effort in the way of 


In small 


An indispensable requisit to our cause is conf. 


dence—confidence in each other, confidence in orr 
motivs, and confidence in the success of any laic- . 
out work. And moreover we need a greater rec-.. 
procity of feeling and unity of action. Whenewr ` 
every part of the American Secular Union constitr - 
tion shall be approved by a msjority of intelligent - 
Liberals, whenever its objects and aims shall be 
unanimously indorsed, and whenever it is made clear 


to the Liberals of this country that any object fcr 

which it is laboring is essential and that it can be . 
obtained. I hav faith that money will flow into the. 
Secular Union treasury. Whilst without this rec’- 

procity, witnout this confidence and unity, without 

an implicit faith that the work cf the Union, to an 

extent at least, can be attained, little or nothing 

will be &ccomplished. N. ZEDIKER. 

Des Moines, La., Sept. 1, 1890. 

——— lp a 
Suicides. 

The attention of the readers of tha daily papers 
is struck by the increasing numbers of suicides ; and 
what is strange, the victims come from no particule r 
class, rich, poor, healthy, or physically wretchec, 
Religious belief has no restraint when the resolution 
is once taken. 

The gratification arising from wealth in the mill- 
ionaire, the piety of Ohristianity and the sanctity 
of the priesthood and its surroundings, act as no 
determent to “ jump the life to come.” 

In the physically miserable, made so by chronic 
and hopeless diseases, or in men in poverty, suicide 
to us would not seem wonderful. Human law hes 
tried to stop its perpstratiop, if the offender is 
detected in the act, by the exaction of a petty per- 
alty and incarceration. NE 

The Roman Catholic church forbids it, and witk- 
holds from the victim church burial. And in 
Catholic countries the remsins of the victim are 
buried in a public cross-road, and vindictivly, as it - 
were, a wooden stske is driven through the remains ! 

It is true we, with all Agnostics, know nothing of 
the future after death ; still, we hav as a general 
thing & universal hope of immortality. 

There are those, however, who are pleased with 
the conception of Atheism. 

A real Atheist, if such san be found, seldom or 
never commits suicide, knowing full well that when 
done their pipe is out. They patiently endure the il] 
of life, be it hopeless gnawing cancers, blindness, 
deafness, the decrepitude of age, and the “ten thou- 
sand ills that flesh is heir to.” They are heroes 
and heroins. 

Looking at suicide from a worldly standpoint, we 
cannot but justify the act when our misezies become 
unbearable, for none of us by any conception of jus- 
tice can be held responsible for a physical organizs- 
tion over which we had no choice. I repeat that I. 
justify the act of suicide wholly from a worldly 
standpoint, but not so as a Spiritualist, for by doing 
80 one may be doing himself a serious wrong. 

Among the many communications I hav at times 
received, I giv the following from my old acquaint- 
ance, Mr. Charles C. Wright, the noted die sinker of 
New York: “Oa being released from my old worn- 
out body, I found my earthly speculations on Spirit- 
ualism were in the main correct. I found it neces- 
gary, yes, very necessary, to lay up all the knowledge 
you ean while in your sphere, for it will be essential 
to you here. The spirit world is, as I expected, 
progressiv.” 

Hence, viewed from a Spiritual standpoint, I must 
object to a wholesale approval of suicide as long as 
we can add to our stock of knowledge. D. B. 
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The Ameriean Secular Union. 


The following communications were received by 
the late Congress of the American Secular Union. 
Lack of space prevented their appearance in the 
report: i 

MONTREAL, CANADA, Oct. 27, 1890. 

To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE AMERIOAN SEOU- 
LAR Unsion, Friends: I feel it to be a privilege to send a 
word of greeting to your convention, and to express the 
wish that its deliberations may result in effectiv action and 
its gathering together of co-workers may tend to the increase 
of good-fellowship and the growth of enthusiasm for the 
principles of Secularism. As example is catching, we look 
with interest to your progress in securing needed reforms, 
believing that Canada will be greatly influenced by the re- 
sults. The evils that we combat are common to the whole 
'continent, and Canada aud the United States can join in an 
American Secular Union which will be uuinflnenced by po- 
litical divisions and may be a happy presage of their future 
obliteration. With hearty congratulations upon your effectiv 
organization and its prospects for usefulness, I am, 

4 ..Cordially and fraternally yours, Rost. C. ADAMS, 
President Canadian Secular Union. 


Fatt River, Mass., Oct. 29, 1890. 

^ ‘To THE AMERICAN SEOULAR Union in CONVENTION ASSEM- 
BLED, Hos. R B. WzerbBngook, PaEsrDzNT, My Dear Friends. 
1 hoped to hav had the pleasure of meeting with you in the 
beautiful valley of tne Oaio, and clasping hands with the 
earnest men and women whose words and acts in this Con- 

ess will be written in undying language upon the pages of 
fmpartial history. But circumstances hav ordered other. 
wise, and it is only in thought and mind that I ean be 
present. 

Never before in the history of progressiv thought has 
there been greater need of living exemplification of the glori. 
‘ous principles and precepts of the American Secular Union 
than at the present time. 

The vótaries of superstition are making a great fight. 
Bigotry is silently marshaling its forces, and ecclesiasticism 
holds its tyrant lash over the heads of the timid and shrinking 
Now is the day and the hour when the forces of truth and 
science are to rally, to make a firm, unwavering stand for 
the right to reason. It has seemed to me sometimes that the 
enthusiasm, the strong and willing, the helpful, working 
hands, are in the West, that we in the East must catch the 
pratio to be up and doing from our stalwart brothers 
and brave sisters who sit in convention to-day. . 

The demand of the times is for great hearts and strong, 
unflinching minds, for valiant soldiers who will stand 
shoulder to shoulder in this battle for justice. 

May this Congress be a great gathering of brave men and 
true women. May it be characterized by calm, judicious 
legislation, by wise counsel, by careful and earnest decisions, 
and may it be a stepping-stone from a dead past on toa 
noble and activ future, a future throbbing with quick 
instincts, alive with new and grand endeavors, flushed with 
the light of the morning and bright with the promis of a 

` glowing and brilliant day. ; 
' With kindest regards to all friends, I am, 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, Susan H. Wrxon. 
— t MÀ 
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Mr. Watts at the Liberal Club. 


The largest audience of the season assembled at 
the Liberal Club ball to hear Obsrles Watts talk 
about “Religion With and Without Theology.” 
They were weil repaid, for Mr. Watts was in a pecul- 
iarly good-humored mood, and besides doing his 
subject ample justice, lsid a lot of traps for the 
critics, into which they unwarily stepped, thus afford- 
ing him opportunity for a bit of a iark at their ex 
pense. The latter part of the evening was very 
lively, and the stock orities of the club will prob- 
ably be more cautious next time Mr. Watts visits 
the city. 

The object of the lecture, ssid Mr. Watis, was 
twofold: first, to get at the meauiag of religion; 
second, to show that theological religion is inferior 
to Ssoular religion. The term religion, went on the 
lecturer, does not represent merely one phase of 
thought, though this is the common error of relig- 
ionists, who lock upon all reiigicn that does not bear 
their stamp as spurious. In countries where there 
ig a state church, the members regard all other re- 
ligions as spurious, because the government stamp 
is not paced thereon. So with all orthodox 
churches: they think they alone possess genuin re- 
ligion. 

Religion, however, has no necessary association 

with any phase of theology, ss Mex Müiler has 
pointed out. It can exist without faith in a supreme 
being or in a future life. There sre true and false 
conceptions of religion, and the church never con- 
fines itself to the etymological meaning of the word, 
but adds ecclesiastical meanings. Christians hav no 
idea that inspiration exists apart from the scriptures, 
yet in the etymological sense of the word Secularists 
are as greatly inspired as the “holy word.” Homer, 
Shelley, Virgil, Shekspere, were all inspired and left 
behind them a legacy of inspiration. No one book, 
no one religion, no one age, no one nationality, has a 
monopoly of this attribute. 
Everyone believes in sacred things—the only 
question is, What is sacred? To the Secularist, all 
beauty is sacred because it elevates the human race. 
Man is his own consecrator, and where all is good— 
in church, at home, at the theater—there alone is 
sanctification. 

Theological religion is based on fear and emotions ; 
non-theological religion on love and reality. A point 
for the debaters to bear in mind (and the lecturer's 
eyes twinkled as he said it) is that a man may pos- 
sess all the virtues and stili fall short of being a re- 
ligious man. The thing lacking, and constituting 
theological religion, is a body of doctrins. A man 
falls short of being religious unless he has faith. 
Plato said that religion was crucified between two 
rocks—impiety and superstition. Nowadays religion 
is held between the two rocks of indifference and 
extravagance; and the religion of the churches is 
now an out and-out fraud—the most gigantic delu- 
sion of the age—propagated by the priesthood to 
keep the people in subjection. 

Etymologically, as every scholar knows, religion 
means to tie fast—to bind back. Practically, it is to 
liv a good life, for men’s standards of morality practi- 
cally form their religion. Modern scholars base re- 
ligion upon Agnosticism, and religion now is not 
what you believe, but what you think is right to do. 
As Junius Henri Browse said in the Arena, “it is 
simply and solely the highest morality and the rule 
of life: it was activ, a principle of humanity, and 
potent for good, ages before theology had been in- 
vented. Religion has no dependence on 
faith or belief of the sacerdotal sort. The idea that 
it has ‘s the bane of all theology. Religion is prac- 
tical, not in any manner theoretic. It may hay an 
ideal standard to help and stimulate it; but it is 
occupied with deeds and facts. The religious man 
aima to be pure, temperate, truthful, honest, sympa- 
thetic, humane, above all charitable. 


00 | he tries unwearyingly to do better. 


| falla short, as he is most likely to, for ho has an ideal, 
He has no 
dread of punishment here or hereafter: his conscience 
is his guide, his self-esteem his approval. He 
regards fear as. a miserable, degrading, slavish pas- 
sion, with which genuin manhood has no concern. 
He totally rejects the expression, ‘God-fearing,’ 
even in the mouth of the orthodox, and asks: ‘ Why 
should any honest man fear God?’ He seeks no 
reward, temporal or eternal, beyond satisfaction 
with himself and the respect of his fellows. He 
livs for this world, hoping, perbaps, that there may 
be another, but neither knowing, nor pretending to 
know, anything about it. The supernatural troubles 
him not: he is conscious that it is inconceivable. 
Nature is enough for him here, so long as he is here; 
he sees that we are constantly drawing out her se- 
crets for the good of humanity. What is behind 
nature is to him, as it is to all of us, an impenetrable 
mystery, which may be revealed when we are ripe 
for the revelation. This world and nature afford, in 
his eyes, ample scope for the fullest and highest dis- 
charge of duty to ourselvs and our race.” 

Religion, therefore, is a daily life of honesty, not 
one day in seven; but most religionists wrap up 
their religion with their Sunday clothes and think no 
more about it till next Sunday. What we want is 
commercial honesty, a seven-days-a-week religion. 
Darwin said that it is a law of nature to “eas and be 
eaten,” and Christians had made another, “cheat 
and be cheated,” and that is their commercial 
religion. 

No theological religion had eyer been progressiv 
or experimental, for progression postulates imperfec- 
tion, and religion claimed to be perfect. Religion 
cannot experiment, because experiment postulates 
knowledge, and when you know the supernatural, it 
ceases to be the supernatural. Reason, experience, 
result, are the guides of the Secularist. They teach 
the what, the why, the how of all action. It can be 
proved from Obristian history that theological re- 
ligion fails to make men better. Oultivated and 
intelligent nature is the basis of the new religion, 
but the theological religion takes from the worst part 
of nature. The firat religion was phenomena wor- 
ship—svery phenomenon not understood by man's 
ancestors was regarded in fear and wonder; and so 
religion was born of ignorance, and fostered by a 
corrupt priesthood. Christianity could not originate 
ta-day, for the people are too shrewd and too practi- 
cal. Ohrist would be received by the officers cf the 
law and be transported at once to a prison ora 
lunatic asylum. If religion was born in Palestine, it 
was the only thing which originated there ; certainly 
education, science, philosophy, were not born there. 
But man is not necessarily a theologian. The doc- 
trin of innate ideas is no longer believed in. Our 
ideas are obtained through the senses, and the theo- 
logical idea is by no means universal. There are 
tribes numbering millions who hav no theology in 
their nature and no conception of it. Neither are 
such people the lowest type of humanity. Atheists 
hav no theology, and they belong to the highest 
types of the race. If man could always hav had 
what he wanted, no supernatural, says Strauss, 
would hav been invented, and this is a key to much 
of the mystery of religion. Veneration, gratitude, 
fear, wonder, hope, dependency, constitute the re- 
ligious sentiment of man. Non-self-reliance is also 
snother cause for religion. People who cannot 
guide themselvs must wake the minister up to tell 
them what to think. Ignorant people, ssys Buckle, 
will always incline to religion. 

Theological religion, went on Mr. Watts, is infe- 
rior to Secular religion, and had been always a foe to 
liberty. Wherever it has dominated, liberty has been 
suppressed. Oatholics do not believe in liberty. 
Protestants claim to, but their conception of liberty 
was the right to think and worship as they please 
and make others do the same. They were more 
dangerous than Catholies, for the latter are open op- 
ponents of freedom, while the Protestants giv you 
the right hand of fellowship and then rob you of 
your right. Private judgment with them means to 
think as they do, but not to go further. The essence 
of all theology is despotic. The religion of Secular- 
ism, or cultivated theology, is the true method. The 
religion of humanity has a basis we can test. True 
religion, said Kingsley, is justice for man, love for 
woman, solicitude for children. And I prefer my 
religion, concluded the lecturer, because it includes 
all the good of all religions. Secularists are free 
traders in truth, gathering it from all sources, and 
cultivate an immortality born of deeds not creeds. 

At the conclusion of the address, which was re- 
ceived with much applause, Vice-President Ohamber- 
laiv, in a neat little speech, introduced Deacons 
Foote and Kidney with supplicativ hats, after which 
Professor Perrin rose to say that Mr. Watts was be- 
hind the times in still pounding at the doors of the 
churches, when the Liberal Olub had broken through 
into the holy of holies and was competing for the 
admiration of the world. Christianity was a religion 
of love, and had been such for two thousand years— 
that is why it spread throughovt the Roman empire. 


In whatever he ! Error, proclaimed Mr. Perrin, had done much good 
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in the world, paradoxical as the statement seemed. 
Professor Ecoles said that the lecture was an un- 


usual one, and the lecturer evidently knew what he 


was talking about. But it was special pleading. 
He left a great many knotty points unconsidered. 
How would the lecturer justify heroism, if to do 
good was all there is of religion? Reason says a 
hero is a fool. Theology said it was the will of God. 
Men started without moral natures, which had to 
be impressed psychically upon their souls. If one 
man cheats another as much as the first man cheats 
him, isn’t justice done? In fact, the only men who 
do strict justice are the ones who cheat. The Lib- 
eral Olub eats and is esten, cheats and is cheated, 
every Friday night. 

Dr. Gunn, who has side whiskers and looks like 
Anthony Comstock, as becomes a president of a vice 
society, next attempted criticism of the lecture. Tt 
would, he said, hav been more appropriate in Dr. 
Crosby's or Dr. Hali's church than in the club, which 
plowed that ground many years ago. Christianity 
was not a fraud, but a part of evolution's force, and 
had brought civilization up to its present high 
status. Dr. Gunn had been taught religion by his 
parents, and could not dishonor them by rejecting it 
now. The Liberal Olub did not need such lectures, 
and if Obrist should come back Archbishop Corrigan 
would make him mayor of New York. Only four years 
ago a Spiritualist had come here, personating Christ, 
and found his followers and financial backers in the 
Liberal Olub. 

Mrs. Dunleavy gaid that Mr. Watts’s remarks 
about Palestine were unkind. Greece could be put 
into one of our Western states, and yet Greece had 
done much for the world. If you should meet 
Ralph Waldo Emerson under a tree in a shower you 
would know he was more than an ordinary man. 

Mr. Chamberlain said he heard a theologian say 
that Courtlandt Palmer was a typical Christian. 

When Mr. Watts rose to reply he was evidently 
astonished at the few things in the critics’ speeches 
that he could lay hold of. But he made the best of 
hia opportunities, and showed the audience how easy 
it was for a man who knew what he was talking 
about to discomfit the idols of the Olub, especially 
Professor Eccles. The critics, he said, had been 
very inconsistent in denouncing his lecture, for they 
ought to be glad that he had given them an oppor- 
tunity to show their debating powers. They had, 
however, been guilty of the theological sin of omis- 
sion—they had not touched the question at issue, 
which was, Which is the superior, theological or 
secular religion? No speaker, not even Professor 
Eccles, with his vast learning, had spoken to the 
question. Where their points came in was, like the 
peace of God, passing all understanding. It was evi- 
dent they knew better than to attempt answering his 
remarks, when they could amuse themselvs making 
speeches. But as they had wandered far away from 
the subject, he was justified in following them. Taking 
up their remarks sentence by sentence, and paying 
particular attention to the learned professor, Mr. 
‘Watts then treated the audience to an exhibition of 
debating power. It was evident he was doing it for 
his own amusement, for the criticisms were very in- 
consequential, and he made his point so good- 
naturedly yet sharply that the listeners laughed with 
him at his opponents and applauded his skill in 
straightening out plausible erroneous statements, 
and-when he had finished, there was very little left 
of the learned Christian professor and the Comstock- 
ian doctor. 'The next lecture at the club will be by 
Emma Beckwith, on **Everybody's Business.” 


_———— —————— 
A Faneral Address. 

[Remarks made by Hon. A. Schell at the funeral of Mrs. 

Jerusha Jennings, at Oukdale, Cal., Oct. 24, 1890.] ` 

Remorseless death ! 

Fierce spirit of the glass and scythe, what power 
Can stay him in his silent course, or melt 
His iron heart to pity? On, still on, 
He presses, and forever 
Death, the tomb-builder, holds his fierce career, 
Dark, stern, all-pitiless, and pauses not 
Amid the mighty wrecks that strew his path, 
To sit and muse, like other conquerors, à 
Upon the fearful ruin he has wrought. 

Frienps anp Rerarrons: We hav come hither to 
perform the last rites of the dead. Within the 
deep, still chambers of our hearts, we will cherish 
the individuality, independence, and womanly virtues 
of our deceased friend. Society is in a transitional 
state, for we behold here to-day a funeral without 
the presonce of a clergyman or priest. The deceased 
desired none of them to say prayers or mass over 
her. She had no need of their assistance in the hour 
of dissolution. There was no specter, no ghost, in 

. the air, or anywhere else to haunt her in her last mo- 
ments of dissolution. She was not afraid to die. 
Death to her was eternal rest; it was but the philos- 
ophy of nature. 

Deceased was seventy-two years cf age at the time 
of her death. She was honest, industrious, and virt- 
uous. She respected the rights of her fellow-men 
and did unto others as she would that others do 
unto her, and thus secured the confidence and good 
will of all who knew her. These were her last pass- 
ports at the portals of death. 


“Tf a man die shall he liv again?” is a question 
asked by Job, but he never answered it. As to the 
future, who is there to reply? Out of the wide sea- 
bed of death no voices ever speak. Over the wild 
waste of carnage, Death, the tomb-builder, holds his 
fierce career. Across the line separating this world 
from the next no traveler has ever returned. No 
beacon light across the border on the far-distant 
shore illumins the unknowable. 

What we believe cannot affect our future con- 
dition. As we came into this world under circum- 
stances over which we hav no control, and as man is 
the creature of habit and experience, and all knowl- 
edge is derived through the channels of experience, 
man is simply the creature of circumstances. 

In al] cases the believer is influenced by geograph- 
ical facts, over which he has no control, and there- 
fore cannot be held responsible for his belief. 

But in comparison with what was supposed to 
be known and believed of God, the important fact 
has come to the front, that we hav learned some 
grand and glorious things that hav revolutionized our 
opinions and beliefs, and that we need not believe 
any longer in such a God as the clergy hav preached 
to us, and that no inquisitorial guillotin awaits our 
want of belief. We can now bravely and unhesitat- 
ingly believe that he is not what the church says he 
is. He is not a selfish egotist, planning for our fall 
and ruin “for his own glory.” 

Nay, further, we feel confident we are dealing with 
regular, orderly universal forces, whose laws we can 
study, and whose movements we can calculate, so 
that our position and belief founded on experience 
is unspeakably better and more comforting than all 
the knowledge of the old creeds. : 

It is said that “death entered the world by sin." 
This cannot be, for death is an inherent principle of 
all organized matter. Many species of animals came 
upon this earth, lived their appointed time, died, 
and became extinct, along time before man made 
his appearance upon earth—a long time before sin be- 
gan. Daath is the result of law. Life is a mystery; 
death is a mystery. By virtue of natural law, life 
came; by virtue of the same law, death followed. 
Whence did man come? Has he always been man, 
or is he developed from some lower forms of life? 
What is life?*^ How long has life been on this 
planet ? 

All these are questions men still discuss, and upon 
which they are divided. Whatever the truth may be 
in regard to these subjects, one thing is apparent 
and needs no argument to prove, that an instantane- 
ous adult or man is a physiological impossibility. 
Man attains his majority by the slow process of 
growth or development; and that he primarily 
descended from lower forms of life is now the para- 
mount belief of the age. 

But whatever our ignorance may be, we hav 
wrought out by experience a knowledge of right and 
wrong, of how to liv so as to attain something of 
good and happiness. After all, we can say upon 
these things, “how blessed” is this ignorance, as 
compared with what we thought we knew before the 
light of Liberalism and Freethought illumined our 
superstitious minds! At least this we know: We 
are no longer mere subjects for the “fires of perdi- 
tion” throughout an endless eternity. 

It was once believed that our sickness and death 
were judgments on our sins and punishments for 
our wickedness—perhaps for loving our children and 
friends too well—to weaken our attachments to this 
life and make us willing to die, and that this death was 
the result of original sin committed in the garden 
of Eder. 

We know now that pain and sickness and sfilic- 
tions are the result of broken law, and that death is 
ihe seed planted in the body at the beginning of 
life. If we are wise, we will not attribute death to 
any supernatural agency or to the wonderful and 
mysterious ways of an overruling providence. 

We learn to recognize the fact that life, pain, and 
death are all under natural law. We ought to learn 
these laws and to regulate our conduct so as to make 
the forces in nature help as much and hurt as little 
as possible. We know many times the best often 
suffer the most beceuse of inherited ills, or from cir- 
cumstances over which they hav no control. 

People no longer believe in the “fall of man.” 
Early Christendom believed, without the shadow of a 
doubi, in the historical fact of the “fall of man.” 
This doctrin has been preached by orthodox churches 
for the last eighteen hundred years, and for the sole 
purpose of saving man from the “supposed effects of 
the supposed fall.” 

Why do tke churches hav so slight a hold upon 
the faith and reverence of men and women? Why do 
so many thousand neglect them? Why do so many 
of the best men and women feel that they are no 
longer essential to their highest and noblest life? 
Why is this funeral here to-day without the presence 
of a priest or clergyman? We might as well face the 
fact--the churches might as well face the fact—it is 
because free-minded, well-informed people no 
longer believe in any “fall of man.” Our deceased 
sister did not believe it, for she requested that her 
funeral should be conducted by Liberals: 


It is demonstrated, beyond all intelligent question, 
that no such fact as the fall of man ever occurred in 
the history of man. 

What follows? Why, this follows as inevitably as 
day follows night, that if a man is not “fallen,” then 
he is not “ lost,” and, in that case, he does not need 
to be “saved.” Take away the fall of man, and there 
is no need of the “scheme of redemption,” no need 
of a supernaturally inspired revelation, no need of an 
incarnation, no need of a supernatural or infallible 
church, no need of a trinity, no need of an old-time 
heaven for the chosen few—no endless hell for the 
doomed many. All these doctrins found their reason 
in the supposed fall, and with it they pass away. 

In conclusion let me quote the beautiful language 
of Colonel Ingersoll : 

“There ig after all,” he sayr, “something tenderly 
appropriate in the serene death of the old. Noth- 
ing is more touching than the death of the young 
and beautiful. But when the duties of life hav been 
nobly done; when the sun touches the horizon; 
when the purple twilight falls upon the present, the 
past, and the future; when memory with dim eyes 
can scarcely spell the records of the vanished days, 
then, surrounded by friends, death comes like a 
strain of music—it is a welcome relief. The day bas 
been long, the road weary, and we gladly stop at the 
inn. 

The duties of our deceased friend hav been nobly 
done. Her sun on earth touched the horizon at 
mature age, and although the day may not hav been 
very long, the road has been weary. She stopped 
at the wayside inn to which we are all traveling. 

And now let the remains of our deceased sister, 
all that is mortal of her on earth, be taken te her 
last resting-place, where she can lie and be forever 
at rest—no one to molest or disturb her remains. 

Man is taken from the general mass of matter 
which surrounds him, at death to that general mass 
of matter he is again restored; therefore matter 
unto matter and dust unto dust—we consign all that 
is mortal of her on earth to her last resting-place, 
and there let her hav eternal rest. 


——— 9 — — — ——— 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


Freireligioses Sonntags-Blatt, Nos. 43 and 44, 
contain an excellent translation of Col. Robert In- 
gersoll’s “The Divided Household of Faith." The 
translator is our friend Dz. Voelkel, who has already 
done several translations from English into German, 
among them Paine’s “Age of Reason.” 


Our friend Léon Furnemont, advocate of the court 
of appeals in Belgium and editor of the Freethought 
journal Za Raison, asks us in his last letter why 
Chicago would not be a good place for the Interna- 
tional Freethought Congress of 1892. Yes, why not? 
What do the American Freethinkers gay? 


The last number of Fritänkaren contains, among 
other good things, a portrait and a short biograph- 
ical sketch of Col. R. Q. Ingersoll. And in a private 
letter Captain Thomson informs us that Freethought 
is spreading at a good rate in Sweden. New branches 
are formed almost every week. The Bible lectures 
by Victor Lennstrand are a decided success. At the 
last two meetings even standing-room was not to be 
obtained. Our friends deserve success, as they hav 
invested all their time and money. 


That the French authorities are flirting with the 
church is evidert from the fact that the highest 
court of France has issued an “ opinion,” signed by 
the president, prohibiting the church from receiving 
directly or indirectly through priestly influence 
legacies by testament. This decision has already 
been enforced in the case of the archbishop of Paris, 
who was willed ten thousand francs, which, how- 
ever, the government has now restored to the rela- 
tivs. A bitter pill for the church to take ! 


The Freireligious Association of Berlin, Prussia, 
has been baptized anew. Because of the infinitesi- 
mal amount of Christian religion in the creed of said 
society, and a fear lest some one might from the 
name conclude that the members were “ doxys”— 
which of course would be av insult—the society has 
taken the title of the “Free Society of Berlin.” 
What about the rest of the “ Freireligiosen?” 
They might just as well follow suit. Everyone of 
intelligence knows that at best they are Agnostics, 
if not Atheists. 

Gustave NELSON. 
—— u$ emma 
J. E. Remssura has been lecturing in Oregon. He 


spoke at Forest Grove October 21st and 23d; Greenville, 
29d; Silverton, 24th and 26th ; Coburg, 27th. 


AN entertainment for the benefit of the Radical Library 
of Philadelphia will be held at Lucien’s Academy, 810 
Spring Garden street. Friday evening, November 28th, at 
8 eM. Mr. Pentecost will speak and Mrs. Pentecost will 
sing, and there will be other literary and musical features. 
Tickets may be obtained at the meeting of Unity Society, 
814 Girard avenue; Irberal League, Broad and Wood 
streets, and at the news-stand on the corner of Tenth and . 
Market streets. 
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Qommunications. 


t^m The Oregon Convention. 


, . The Oregon state Secular Union met in conven- 
., Won at Arion Hall, Saturday, Oot. 11, 1890, it being 
. khe second annual congress held in the state. There 
“* was a large and enthusiastic audience to greet our 
< speakers, the locai Unions throughout the state being 
""well represented. Some of the delegates traveled 
_ three hundred miles to attend the convention. We 
. were addressed on Saturday morning by Miss Katie 
'' Kehm, of New Era, Ore, who is an earnest and 
.. strong reasoner, and we think will make her mark ss 
“an eloquent Liberal speaker. Professor Bell also 
gave us a short address in the forenoon. In the 
afternoon Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel gave us one of her 
. most eloquent Jectures. She must be heard to be 
' appreciated. We are proud and glad to know that 
' ghe is to remove her family to Portland and become 
' a citizen of Oregon. As we hav elected her field 
` gecretary for the coming year we expsot some grand 
- ‘york for the cause of Liberalism, and we hope every 
_' vice-president in the state will take the matter in 
^* hand and assist her all they possibly car. 
;'' In the evening we were addressed by John E. 
' Remsburg, who has been rightly named the ‘ Inger- 
.Bollof the West.” We are glad to edd such names 
'" to our list of noble workers in the Liberal cause. 
. On Sunday morning we were addressed by Moses 
Hull, of Chicago, in a very fine discourse on “Sec 
“ulsrism.” 
’ The afternoon session was given to E'der Alonzo 
` T, Jones, of New York city, who delivered an able 
_ address on ecclesiastical legislation. His address 
` showed much research and a thorough knowledge of 
. the subject under discussion. 
` ` In the evening the convention was addressed by 
.. the noted Liberal lecturer, Wm. Jackson Armstrong, 
_of Washington, D.C. The large ball was without 
. standing-room, and the speaker was listened to with 
the deepest attention and frequently applauded. 
^ We also had the pleasure of listening to Samuel P. 
Putnam, the champion of Freethought in this state, 
and who has done more than any other one man for 
the cause of Liberalism in this northwest country. 
Monday the 13th was a working day with Secular- 
ists, and business began at 9:30 am, the most im- 
. portant business being the election cf cfficers, ap- 
pointing of committees, eto. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: 
President, Cornelius Beal, Portland. One hundred 
and twenty vice-presidents. Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, 
field secretary. Miss Katie Kehm, assistant secre- 
tary. Mr. Reuben Wright, of Molalla, treasurer. 
Legislativ committee: Mr. C. Beal, Portland; Hox. 

“Lee Laughlin, North Yamhill; Mrs. Mattie P. 
' Krekel, Portland; J. Henry Schroeder, Arago; Dr. 
‘J. W. McClure, Silverton; Mr. John Long, Coburg ; 
Mrs. D. A. Baylor, East Portland; Mrs. S. ©. 
Todd, Forest Grove. : 
Their work will be to circulate and receive peti- 
' tions for the repeal of all laws exempting church 
property from taxation; to attend the next session 
` of the state legislature and see that those petitions 
“are read and acted upon, and not as usual “laid 
-` on the table." The following resolutions were read 
` and adopted : 

Resolved, That the recognition of the rights and dignity of 
labor are necessary to the perpetuity of the American repub. 
lic, and this convent‘on recognizes the importance of all re- 

: forms the purposes of which are for the advancement of the 

working people. The power of the government cannot be 

, made conduciv to the success of these measures until all 

. „ecclesiastical usurpations in the state are successfully resisted, 
“and civil and religious liberty are secured to all. 

* Resolved, That this convention urges upon Liberals the 

. importance of organizing local societies for the purpose of 

, disseminating Secular principles involving natural morality, 

, equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

Resolved, That while this convention recognizes the impor- 

`- tance of working for all the demands of state secularization, 
it would advise that special efforts be made to secure the 
taxation of church property, and instructs tbe board of 
directors to provide, from the funds of this Union, petitions 
to be circulated among the peop'e of Oregon for their signa. 
tures, asking the legislature of Oregon to repeal the law ex- 
-empting church property from taxation. 

. , WHEREAS, We hav invited the whole world, Christians, 

. Jews, and pagans alike, to our Columbian Exposition; and, 

_ whereas, there are millions of poor people whose duties and 
poverty will prevent their attending the Exposition on any 
other day except Sundays; and, whereas, we believe it no 

` Jess than a swindle on that portion of the public who desire 
to attend the Exposition on Sunday to close it against the 
public on that day for the benefit of the churches and min- 
isters, who claim a monopoly of the amusement and instruc- 
tion to be afforded on that day, therefore, 

- Resolved, That we enter our most earnest protest against 
the attempts to close the World's Fair on Bunday. 

Resolved, That this convention demands the repeal or 
modification of all laws which can be used to interfere with 
the just freedom of the mails. 

Wuerreas, During the past year our Liberal brother 
and life-member of the Oregon Secular Union has passed 
"from life in the order of nature, 

Resolved, That we express our painful regrets; and fur- 
ther, that we hereby extend to his bereaved family our pro- 
: found sympathy and condolence. 

| Resolved, That we return our sincere thanks to Elder A. T. 
. Jones for his kindness in coming sgo far to attend our con- 
‘vention, and for his very able lecture. 

-t Hesolned, That we extend to Elder Jones a cordial invita. 
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tion to lecture before the Oregon Secular Ünion next year. 

Resolved, That this convention urge upon Liberals the fact 
that they must rally to the support of all Liberal papers, for 
we depend upon them for the propagation of our ideas and 
the publication of our proceedings; and especially does it 
urge upon the Liberals of this coast the necessity of mote 
generously supporting Freethought. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to President 
O. Beal for his excellent management of the conven- 
tion, and to all others whe spoke and participated 
in the proceedings. l 

The ball in the evening was well attended, and 
the light fantastic was tripped until a late hour in 
the night. Socially, it was a pronounced success, 
as all appeared to fully enjoy themselvs. 

And so endeth the second annual convention of 
the Oregon state Secular Union. 

There was a sharp little fight in the afternoon 
over a certain resolution whioh same of us thought 
was rather an indorsemeht Of some parties who take 
especial pains to violate the laws in the vilest and 
most obstene manner. Our best speakers were with 
us, however, and the resolution was modified until 
it was accepted as it now stands—the fifth resolu- 
tion. 

We, as a state organization, are determined to go 
on record as openly denouncing all vile and ob:cene 
literature, no matter who publishes or sells it. We 
want none of it, snd we hav no sympathy with those 
who revel in it. Sarat C. Top», 

Secretary W. S. S. U. 


Battle for Constitutional Rights in Washington. 


In the case of Mr. S&muel Obristopher, member 
of the Washington Secular Union, who keeps a 
barber-shop in Seattle, Police Justice Rivers decided 
that the Sunday-closing statute under which arrests 
were made for viclation of Sunday sacredness did 
not apply to trade in the sense of work at mechar- 
ital labor or herdicraft, but the word trede was 
used only in its Jegal sense—that is, trade, barter, 
sale of goods or merchandise. The brilliant argu- 
ment of our president, Richard Winecr, so fully 
sustained by means of legal authorities, called fcrih 
the compliments of the court for its learning and 
research. So far the constitutionality of the statute 
was not passed on. But under the ruling of the 
court our demurrer was sustained. The court de- 
cided that the statute did not apply to working at 
lawful handicraft or mechanical work. The prisoner 
was discharged, and last Sunday nearly all the barber- 
shops were kept open. 

The animus of the fanatical bigots and underhand 
work of the National Sabbath Union, is manifest in 
the fact that the wealthy clothing merchants, who 
were arrested for actuslly selling goods and mer- 
chandise on Sunday, although keeping open and do- 
ing big business were not molested. Since we 
obtained change of venue the whole matter has 
slumbered, no action been taken. But Mr. Obristo- 
pher, the hard-working citizen, because a Liberal 
has been singled out as the victim of their malicious 
persecution. He was arrested again last Wednes 
day. No other barber was complained of. In the 
same building, the very next door to Mr. Ohristo- 
pher’s bath-house and barber-shop, is the Ranier 
Notion store, for sale of notions and gents' furnish- 
ing goods, open all day long every Sunday, yet no 
complaint was made. Mr. Christopher was arrested 
and taken before Judge Humes of the superior 
court to answer for an offense for which he bad 
already been arrested. His case was argued, and he 
was discharged as having committed no offense 
against the law. Our counsel were out of She city. 
He called the attention of the court to his previous 
arrest and discharge. Nevertheless, he was com- 
pelled to furnish cash bail. The case is set down 
for next Thursday. 

We shall fight the old puritanical relic of barbar- 
ism they call the Sunday-closing statute, by every 
possible legitimate means, to the very end. It is 
just as well the matter has been—even though un- 
justly and illegally—brought before the higher 
courts. We shall now force decision of the question 
as tc the eonstitutionality of the statute. We will 
carty the war into Africa, without fear or favor. If 
the superior court, swayed or intimidated by the 
fanatics, the pagan sun-worshipers, of the National 
Sabbath Union, decides against us, the Washington 
Secular Union will enforce the law rigidly. We will 
make no attack on the poor, the weak, or the defense- 
less, but eause the arrest of and press to conviction 
every newspaper publisher who sells newspapers on 
Sunday, and all editors and employees who do nec- 
essary work on Sunday to get out a Monday motn- 
ing edition. If all work and business is prohibited, 
it shall not be enforced against Liberals or members 
of the Washington Secular Union alone. Work in 
the power houses of cable and electric cars must 
stop. No more street-cers ean run on Sunday. All 
restaurants must close. We will keep a sharp look- 
out for the mayor, chief of police, and all other high 
public officers. The statute reads: 

Sec. 2,070. Any public officer who shall refuse or willfully 
neglect to inform against and prosecute offenders against 


this{chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction shal} be punished by a fine of not Jegs than 


$25, nor more than $100, and the court before which such 
officer shall be tried sball declare the office or appointment 
held by such officer vacant for the balance of his term. 

By the time the éase reaches the süpreme court, 
the legislature will hav been driven to repeal the 
obno&ioüs statité. _ 

‘A case of a Mr. Boreman, proprietor of the Bee- 
hive store at Spokane Falle, was tried last week in 
that city. The jury quickly sgreed on a verdict 
acquitting the prisoner. . ue i 

We are delayed in preventing. religious exercises 
in one of the public schools in this city (Seattle), on 
account cf change of the school board. The elec- 
tion will be held Saturday. We must wait the action 
of the new board before going into court. =. 

We hav anothef cá&e.of compulsoty Bible-raading 

and recitation of the Lord’s prayer, at Coupeville, 
Island county. The school-teacher published a 
bombastic rejection of the written and oral requests 
cf citizens for its discontinuance. I hav just re- 
turned from delivering lectures there, and hav 
written the county superintendent and await his 
reply. 
The law of the state is all on the side of right, but 
the arrogant assumption and the law-breaking pro- 
clivities of priests and parsons render necessary an 
appeal to the higher courts to enforce obedience to 
its just-requirements. No other remedy is left us. 

Once we obtain a decision of the supreme court 
and all religious exercises and instruction in public 
schools in Washington will cease forever. And so 
with rigid Sunday observance laws, only the fight 
may be fiercer. MEI. 

The Knights of Labor (all the as&emblies of the 
sity) bav, under the sectet manipüldtions of the 
emissaries of the Nationa! Sabbath Union, issued a 
manifesto proclaiming themselvs advocates of the 
Sunday law. For ways that are dark and schemes 
of deep craft, commend me to the Rev. Mr. Crafts, 
of the National Sabbath fanstier. But tbis makes 
our work harder, the contest fiercer. Yet right 
shall wir. D teil 

The necessity of organization is imperativ, if we 
wouid not become the slaves of church and priest- 
craft. That Liberal of Washington who fails to giv 
earnest, ati’ sympathy and support in this flerce 
contert for right and liberty is unworthy of recog- 
nition by those who actually defend tho grand 
principles of Liberalism and practice its ennobling 
teachings. - O.B. RzxNoLrs, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 

2104 Sisth street, Seattle, Wash. 

++ HON 


Another Letter from Mr. Heywood. 


To rue Epitor or Tar Taura Sxzxzs, Sir: Twenty 
years ago I wrote relativ to woman's rights, . 
“Through John Baptist or Herod, Brutus or Cæsar, 
Cromwell or Stuart, Lincoln or Buchanan, the 
moral sense, often stifled or perverted, but never 
conquered, here and there gets into creed, deed. or 
positiv law, and makes the epoch memorable. One 
evolves a truth and is reviled, starved, or murdered 
outright for it; the truth survives, overrules law 
and custom, and men grow famous in eulogizing 
what they killed the discoverer for announcing. The 
king's arm being too short to reach the cirsumfer- 
ence of his realm, he delegates his will to subordi- 
nate executors, on whom, in turn, he is somewhat 
dependent. Thus all governments, in their way, are 
representativ and rest on consent; though they 
differ in the width of the circle, in the number of 
nobles taken into royal confidence. But despotism 
makes the will of monarchy its ultimate appeal, 
while Liberty, accepting as final nothing this side 
of Natural Right, defers to popular reason, and is 
served or cheated by that democratic being, the 
average map, the majority. In that marvel to 
monarchs all citizens are kings in so far as they in- 
earnate equity" (Uncivil Liberty, p. 3). 

Carlyle said, * Democracy is anarchy plus the 
constable;" rather, as I understand it, democracy is 
anarchy transcending the constable. In Websters 
words, “ The true office of government is to protect 
persons and property from invasion.” And wherever 
liberty is invaded, Webster again speaks in memo- 
rably insurgent tone, “ The right of revolution al- 
ways exists.” When proslavery greed was making 
chattel-bondage national, the Union “a herd of 
states hunting slaves,” citizen, anarchical conscience 
enacted personal liberty bills, built “underground 
railroads” to protect black rebels. Hx-Mayor 
Charles G. Reed of Worcester, Mass., points to the 
spot on Front street where the people surged past 
intent on killing a.slave- hunter, but Senator Geo. F. 
Hoar, then a young lawyer, mounted a dry-goods 
box, pleaded with his infuriated, law-breaking neigh- 
bors to keep the Southerner’s property, the negro, 
but let his hunter go alive and in peace. T. W. 
Higginson, then a Theodore Parker preacher in 
Worcester, and Stephen S. Foster—the Isaiah, as 
Pillsbury was the Ezekiel, of Abolitionists—went on 
either side of the Southerner and got him to the 
depot and off without bloodshed. In May, 1860, 
there was a great Abolition meeting in Music Hall, 
Boston, three thousand people pregent ; Lydia Maria 
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ENEE ÁÁÁ 
Child, Father Taylor, and his son-in-law, Rev. Mr. | asserts the right of the people to “alter or abolish " 
Barnes, now chaplain of this prison, and other not- j the government itself. We are not so near the mil- 


able persons were on the platform. Wendell Phillips 
recited a case where a young slave and his lady love, 
also a slave, had escaped and reached Baltimore, but 
dared not travel together farther North ; so he con- 
cluded to put her in a dry-goods box and send her 
to Philadelphia as freight, he catching a ride as best 
he could. Arrived there he sought Abolitionists 
who went with him to the freight depot to get the pre- 
cious goods; but, to their amazement, they. found 
the box standing onits head! They conveyed it to a 
place of safety and opened it; the girl was uncon- 
scious, but not dead; she revived and lived! Paint- 
ing this tragic case, in his own matchless style, he 
paused, and in tones of deep solemnity exclaimed, 
“ When that girl steps on the sacred soil of the Old 
Bay state, what you call Jaw hurls ker back to 
bondage. God damn the commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts !” The great audience heaved with excite- 
ment; hisses and cheers contended for mastery, till, 
at last, the oratorio anathema got enthusiastic, un- 
questioned, overwhelming approval. Mrs. Child 
spatted so vigorously that she broke her finger-ring. 
Telling Mr. Phillips of it the next morning in the 
‘Antislavery office, he said, “ Mrs. Child, I shall get 
that ring mended for you.” I was present; and 
curiously enough, Chaplain Barnes, July 27th, my 
first Sunday here, referred to the case in the chapel, 
but did not quite giv Phillips's * plain English." 

Mr. Harman's cases in Kansas and ours here in 
Massachusetts are personal liberty and state rights 
at the front again. But, instead of its open-faced 
assertion by Southerners, tyranny now “in ways 
that are dark” and tricks that are damnable assails 
right; instigated by “instructions from Washing- 
ton,” assassins of freedom hit you in the dark; 
dragged into a blind alley you are brained for al- 
leged indelicacy. Instead of the heroic truth which 
in the persons of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
wan cast into the burning, fiery furnace (Dan. iii, 
10-23), and in the person of Daniel was thrown among 
savage lions (Ibid vi, 8-16), in the person of John 
Baptist was beheaded, and in Peter, Paul, and the 
rest was imprisoned, we now hav skulking. deceit, 
pervading in Sunday show-business called "religion." 
The original exponent of Christian sfilatus naturally 
became the leading fact in its historic martyrdoms. 
“And while he yet spake to Judas, one of the twelve 
came and with him a great multitude with swords 
and staves from the chief priests and elders of the 
people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a 
sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is 
he; hold him fast. Aud forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said, Hail master and kissed him. Then 
eame they and laid hands on Jesus and took him. 
. . Aud they stripped him and put ona scarlet 
robe, and a crown of thorns ; they mocked him, spit 
upon bim, and led him out to be crucified” (Matt. 
xxvi, 27). 

In these days the church is represented by 
“ decoys” and “spotters.” The alleged evidence vs. 
me in five cases, since Nov. 2, 1877, was obtained by 
lying. By overdoing the decoy business Comstock 
is under a cloud of exseration. In the case which 
eages me here the complainant was impersonal, 
though Comstock and Wanamaker were the insti- 
gating spirits. Obsessed by them, Dr. Josiah D. 
Gregory, the Princeton postmaster, * kissed" me in 
concrete lies. This trinity of deceit, Comstock, 
Wanamaker, and Gregory, are the three-headed 
Judas running the present crucifixion business. 
For the first time in our history we hav a cabinet 
officer “ordering” a local postmaster to lie to a 
citizen in order to imprison him for difference of 
opinion. 

Sad indeed it is that liberty, hitherto, has come 
mainly through martyrdom, that “by the light of 
burning heretics” we track the bleeding feet of 
progress—civilization advancing from prison to 
prison, from scaffold to sesffold, from stake to stake. 
But truth suppressed to-day rules to-morrow. The 
stone rejected by the builders becomes the head of 
the corner. Wind, tide, all element forcer, help nav- 
igators who know natural law. 

Paul and Silas in their prison 

Sang of Christ, the Lord arisen, 
And an earthquake’s arm of might 
Broke the dungeon gates at night. 

Twelve years ago the war on my book, “ Cupid's 
Yokes,” was fierce, but soon over. Myself, Mr. 
Bennett, Mr. Bell, Miss Tilton, Abbie Dike, Dr. 
Floyd, all came out victorious, and citizen's rights 
assailed gained immensely. Your great city, which 
at a distance seemed only Comstockville, was person- 
ally canvassed by Miss Tilton, thousands of the 
“ suppressed ” books sold there, citizens’ right to 
select their.own reading matter vindicated, and New 
York was herself again. Outside of Freethinkers, 
free traders, and free lovers, very few Americans yet 
realize the extent to which suppression of opinions 
and censorship of the press and of morals has been 
imposed on these states. In 1878 it was my opinions 
more than style of expression that were assailed. I 
moved amendments to social conditions. Ih was my 


right to do so, The Declaration of Independence | 


Jennium that morals are not subject.to improvement. 
Now the question of style is in issue; not yours or 
mine merely, but the right of women especially to 
protest as best they can against sex abuse. Why 
Should they not speak explicitly? Repression is 
too crushing. Evils are so flagrant, women and 
children suffer so intensely, that they hav not time or 
breath to “palter in a double sense,” or “patch 
fig-leaves for the naked truth.” Nobody is asked 
to agree with Mr. Harman, Mr. Heywood, Mrs. 
Slenker, me, or others. Shall those who wish to 
listen to or read opinions relating to physiology 
or language be permitted to do so? “The idea 
that we should hav had to contend, in Massachu- 


‘setts, thirteen years for the right to be honestly 


intelligent in mcrals and yet liv on the outside of 
prisons?” What Mr. Harman, I, and others hav 
done is sanctioned by the Massachusetts bill of 
rights, and the guarantees of religious liberty and 
freedom of the press in the federal and all. the 
state constitutions. What the Abolitionists asserted 
for negro rights we now claim for human rights. 
Again and again hav clear-headed judges conceded 
—Nelson, Devens, Pitman, Paul, Treat—hav recog- 
nized our right to pursue our educational reform- 
atory work unmolested. The rulings of Foster 
and Oarpenter, Oomsiock’s interpretation of the 
statutes, the rude hand of violence, are not law 
in any enlightened court. Some who were awake 
and outspoken years ago seem to be asleep and are 
dumb now. They took in but a part of the great 
issue ; a pint measure will not hold a quart, mechan- 
ically or intellectually. But intelligence breaks out 
in many new quarters. Thought gains, though here 
and there a thinker may be silenced by violence for 
a time. I was glad indeed to see Dr. Foote here 
September 11th, and to learn from him of the 
activity of tbe “old guard” for free speech. The 
resolute persistency with which he stands by those 
assaulted in the way of their duty, many living. ob- 
servers feel grateful for, and history will not forget 
the brave and timely service which he and his co- 
workers hav done and are doing for right invaded. 
Who is a citizen ?—-who stands for human rights, 
not merely for the rights of a person, a sect, a “ sys- 
tem,” an ism? is the question. Is there intelligent 
strength, personal character, enough in these states 
to assert and maintain one’s right to mind his own 
business? Freedom is a mockery, liberty mere pre- 
tense, if a few Vice Society pimps are, in this matter, 
to giv law to eighty million people. 
Ezra H. Heywoop. 
State Prison, P. O. Box 100, Charleston, Mass., 
Oct. 20, v.r.. 18. 
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Our Christian Era. 
From the Argonaut. 


The six great military powers of the European 
continent are suffering under the crushing weight of 
financial burdens, imposed upon them, year after 
year, in the shape of military and naval expenditures. 
France, Germany, and England can support the im- 
menge taxation that is being placed upon their peo- 
ple, but to Austrians, Italians, and Russians the 
taxation is very burdensome, and to such a degree 
that it is difficult to endure. Austria is crippled 
financially and impoverished in all her agricultural 
and industrial pursuits through the munificence of 
her expenditure upon her standing army and reserves. 
Russia maintains on a war footing three millions of 
fighting men. Italy is suffering more painfully than 
any of the nations referred to—is, in fact, stifling in 
her war harness, while her peasantry are wasting 
from lack of nourishing food. In United Italy, 
real estate pays forty per cent of its income-tax, and 
brigandage is becoming the only alternativ to starv- 
ation. Great is the suffering and oppression which 
Europe groans under in the endeavor to protect her 
countries from probable war—from scientific, me- 
cbanical, and merciless war. This is almost more 
terrible than actual hostilities, while preparation for 
peace that is maintained at such an expense is more 
unendurable than a conflict of arms. 

Yet this is a Christian era and an age of transcend- 
ent civilization. The Salvation Army, with a mili- 
tary organization vast in numbers, tramps with ban- 
ners and drums and instruments of brass and 
rendezvouses in military barracks. Religious revivals 
increase throughout all civilized lands. Ohristians 
are more numerous than sailors and soldiers; great 
multitudes are worshiping the son of God, the 
meek and lowly Jesus, whose mission on earth was 
peace and good-will to men, who enjoined the duty 
of non-resistance, taught the doctrin of forgivness 
to enemies, and when smitten on one cheek to turn 
the other also. This is the faith of the Christian 
doctrin and Christian world. We never weary of 
contrasting the Christian religion with the barbarism 
and cruelty of the pagan age. God gave his only 
begotten son, delivered him over to a Roman gov- 
ernor and Israelitish mob, that he might be mur- 
dered on the cross as an atonement for the sins of 
mankind. He was betrayed by ope apostle, denied 


by another, doubted, and deserted, till on the hill 
of Calvary he drained the cup of sorrow and died 
an ignominious death. : 

His cross is the emblem of peace. Under this 
sacred device a political, money-making civil and 
religious organization has grown and strengthened 
till it has imperiled the world, and has embroiled it in 
interminable, relentless, bloody wars. Religious 
wars hav been the terror of the earth. They hav 
been fought for ambition, empire, power ; and every 
device that human ingenuity can conceive has been 
employed to strengthen the marvelous organization 
of the church. In the name of the Christ, and to 
compel humanity to imitate his example and to follow 
his precepte, there has been poured out more human 


‘blood than characterized the wildest lusts of bar- 


baric rule. The cruel tortures of the Spanish Inqui- 
sition, the brutal measures of Torquemada, the relent- 
less ferocity of the duke of Alva, the fearful massacre 
of the Huguenots, are mile-stones and monuments 
along the line of Christian pilgrimage from the time 
when the babe of the manger imbibed his mother’s 
milk and the breath of kine in the stable of Bethle- 
hem. History is a bloody path along which the 
Christian church has dragged the bruised and bleed- 
ing body of the martyred son of God. All this hae 
been accomplished in the name of Christianity, till 
the intellectual world has grown rebellious that the 
pretense of saving souls should be used as a mantle 
to cover the deformities of this ghastly spectacle. 

The apostle who denied his master holds the key 
that opens to eternal happiness the only realm where 
escape is possible from eternal torment, and the only 
sesame that unlocks the adamantin gate is paid in 
toll of gold to priests who make prayers in Latin for 
the ignorant and erring soul plodding through the 
maze of a troublous life. Yet with such a Christian 
organization dominating the world, we hav ten mill- 


ions of trained soldiers and of sailors with arms of 


precision and smokeless powder engaged in mimic 
war and interchange of hypocritical and meaning- 
less civilities on the deck of war-ships, with mighty 
guns and armored with plates of steel, preparing for 
actual war. 

Her majesty of England—empress of conquered 
millions in India, and of unconquered thousands in 
Ireland, on her British farms, in her shops, and 
along her commercial docke—is an ideal dragoon, at 
the head of the German troop of cavalry. William 
of Hohenzollern is honorary admiral of a British 
fleet, while in his heart he wishes he could sink the 
British navy. Citizens of Toulon welcome ancient 
enemies, who once trod their streets as conquerors, 
and saluie the flag that once floated in triumph over 
their Hotel de Ville.. The people of Italy, where 
God has given authority to a vicegerent, languish 
for want of food, while plowmen and harvesters are 
preparing, by mimie war, for aetual hostilities in 
alliance with Germany and Austria to embroil 
Europe in a desolating, useless, and bloody conflict. 
This sanguinary divinity permits his infallible vice- 
gerent to allow his servant, William of Germany, 
to increase his army and the taxes of his people, by 
adding to his war forces and war budget. May we 
not ask ourselvs whether it would not be better for 
the human race if this Christian church should be 
destroyed, and its infallible representativ of the 
divine power made a prisoner for life in his bastile 
of the Vatican? ‘Would it not be better for man- 
kind and man that all his priests and co-conspirators 
should be incarcerated with him, where his conduct 
has rightly placed him? Would it not be better for 
humanity and man that all this bad religious dream 
could be wiped out, and in its place science, morality, 
and reason be made supreme, in the hope that peace 
and not war might prevail, and the earth enjoy a 
return to the blissful era of barbarous paganism ? 
Or what is better, in the place of an ambitious hier- 
archy, let us hav an era of sense and philosophy in 
which the world may be ruled by common sense and 
right reason. 


In the vast mejority of cases the tendency of the 
doctrin of eternal punishment will be to indurate 
the character, to diffuse abroad a callousness and in- 
sensibility to the suffering of others that will pro- 
foundly debase humanity. If you make the detailed 
and exquisit torments of multitudes the habitual 
object of the thoughts and imaginations of men, you 
wiil necessarily produce in most of them a gradual 
indifference to human suffering, and in some of them 
a disposition to regard it with positiv delight. If 
you further assure men that these sufferings form an 
integral part of a revelation which they are bound to 
regard as a message of good tidings, you will induce 
them to stifle every feeling of pity, and almost to 
encourage their insensibility as a virtue. If you end 
your teaching by telling them that the being who is 
the ideal of their lives confines his affection to the 
members of a single church, that he will torture for- 
ever al] who are not found within its pale, and that 
his children wil] forever contemplate those tortures 
in a state of unalloyed felicity, you will prepare the 
way for every form of persecution that can be 
directed against thoge who are without.—Lecky. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
H. 0. Pentecost in Twentieth Century. 

The ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book,” showing the 
absurdity and untruthfulness of the church’s claiming to be 
a divine and beneficent institution, and revealing the abuses 
of a union of church and state. with copious citations of 
fact, history, statistics, and opinions of scholars to maintain 
the argument of the artist, Wateon Heston, is published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York, 
and sold for $2 à copy. The book contains a large number 
of wood-cuts which appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER during 
the years 1886 and 1889 inclusiv. Some of the subjects of 
these pictures are as follows: ‘ Uncle Sam and the Priests,” 
“The Church Robbing the People,” ‘‘ Thanksgiving,” 
“Sabbath Laws,” ‘‘The Children and the Church,” 
t“ Women and the Church," ‘The Church and Thomas 
Paine,” * The Clergy and Their Flocks,” ** The Church and 
Slavery,” *'Persecutions by the Church,” ‘‘Heaven and 
Hell,” etc. Besides these pictures, there are a great number 
of pertinent quotations from great authors, living and dead, 
including Garibaldi, Professor Draper, Robert G. Ingersoll, 
President Dwight, Prof. Felix L. Oswald, Guizot, Lecky, 
Thomas Jefferson, Macaulay, Lafayette, George Washing. 
ton, Walt Whitman, Benjamin Franklin, and many others 
of equal fame end learning, embracing the realms of his- 
tory, science, poetry, and theology. These quotations from 
great authors are, in themselvs, worth the price of the book, 
and are sufficient to furnish a liberal education on the sub- 
jects of which they treat. The pictures are in Watson Hes- 
ton's well-known style; not particularly good in drawing, 

` but graphic and easy to understand. The artist does not 
work in the best style of art, but he never fails to make his 
meaning understood, and the book is calculated to shock, 
startle, persuade, and teach. It will be a pleasure to those 
who are familiar with the persistent work of Taz TRUTH 
SaxxER against superstition and mental slavery on religious 
questions, and a profit to those who are prepared to read it 
and calmly reflect on its facts and teachings. 


ee 


` A Fable for Christians. 

A Freethinking Elephant, while roaming in quest 
of his own proper food, chanced to disturb some 
Jesuitical Hyenas and Puritanical Buzzards disput- 
ing over the carcass of a Dead Ass. The foul odor 
of the decaying thing naturally repelled the clean 
and healthy tastes of the Elephant, and he instinc- 
tivly turned aside to seek a purer atmosphere. The 
Hyenas aud Buzzards, thinking that all animals 
must hav appetites as depraved as their own, invited 
the Elephant to come and partake of a feast with 
them. 

“No, thank you,” replied the Elephant, “ such 
food may be very agreeable to you who hav been 
raised that way, but for me it would be not only 
nauseating, but poisonous ; and, altogether, I prefer to 
liv on clean things.” At this the unclean brutes and 
birds became greatly enraged ; the Hyenas howled, 
and the Buzzards croaked, and after heaping all sorts 
of abuse upon the Elephant, and calling him a 
“heretic” and a wicked “ Infidel,” they boasted that 
when he came to die he would repent and return to 
the dead ass to be comforted, and he might even be 
glad, yet, to get a Hyena or a Buzzard to shrive him. 
But the Elephant, knowing how utterly absurd and 
foolish their assertions were, calmly went on his way 
regarding his assailants with mingled feelings of 
pity and contempt. 


by a skeptical atmosphere, the clerics are reduced to 
figure merely as human beings, through whom the 
almighty’s word is to be explained, and scarcely 
superior to the rest of humanity around them. But 


hav been willing to allow ecclesiastical claims to the 


claimed themselvs creatures half-divine, invested 
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the wife, chastised the children, and insulted over 
the servants, in the houses of the greatest men.’ 
The theory was, that “ ministers and elders must be 
submitted unto as fathers” (Shield’s Enquiry into 
Church Communion, 2d edit., Edinburgh, 1747, p. 
66). In the middle of the seventeenth century, one of 
the most famous of the Scotch preachers openly as- 
serted the right of his profession to interfere in 
family matters, on the ground that such was the cus- 
tom in the time of Joshua. ‘ The ministers of God’s 
house hav not only the ministry of holy things, as 
word and sacraments, committed to their charge, but 
also the power of ecclesiastical government’ to take 
order with scandalous offenses within the family; 
both these are here promised to Joshua and the 
priests” (Hutcheson’s Exposition of the Minor 
Prophets, vol. iii, p. 72, London, 1674). In 1603, 
the presbytery of Aberdeen took upon themselvs to 
order that every master of a house should keep a rod, 
that his family, including his servants, might be 
beaten if they used improper language” (Selections 
from the Records of the Kirk Session, Presbytery, 
and Synod of Aberdeen). It also appears that, in 
1674, the clergyman was expected to exercise super- 
vision over all visitors to private houses; since he 
ought to be informed, “iff ther be anie persone re- 
ceaved in the familie without testimoniall presented 
to the minister.” 


Mozar.— Because you Christiana love a dead creed, 
don’t abuse others who hav purer and more whole- 
some tastes than you hav, for you only worry your- 
selva and do the skeptics no harm. 


They Want to be God Himself. 


The congregation of St. Paul’s Episcopal church, 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward’s Island, Canada, re- 
cently succeeded in unseating their rector, having 
taken a dislike to his domineering and high church 
methods. The bishop, however, is decidedly op- 
posed to any such manifestations of a will of their 
own on the part of his flocks. So he recompensed 
and advanced the restor by making him an arch- 
deacon. Then he preached to the prasumptuous 
congregation upon the sinfulness of differing with 
him or those whom he chose to set over them. This 
Bishop Courtney of Nova Scotia, formerly of Boston, 
said: 

“It is not the people's place to watch if their rector 
teaches orthodox doctrins or to críticise his preaching as if 
they were the shepherds and not the sheep. They should be 
wiling to learn from their minister. They should receive 
him as Jesus Christ. When they meet him on the street or 
invite him to their homes they should feel that Christ was 
meeting or supping with them. Then would you dare to criti- 
cise Jesus Christ?” 

This is merely a fresh exemplification of the dispo- 
sition of clerics of all times to approximate themselvs 
and their office to God himself and his authority. 
Where devotion and submission hav been lessened 


Besides their own action in supervision, these 
preachers had minions, called elders, everywhere ; 
they divided each parish into several quarters, and 
allotted to each quarter an elder to pry into every- 
thing done there. Besides these elders, additional 
spies were appointed, that no act might escape. One 
of the duties of these clerical agents was to compel 
attendance at church. They not only were to whip 
in to the churches whomsoever they found in the 
streets, but were also to ransack private dwellings 
to see that no one there withheld from the preacher 
his presence and coin. “It is thocht expedient that 
ane baillie with tua of the sessioun pas throw the 
towne everie Sabboth day, and nott sic as thay find 
absent fra the sermones ather afoir or efter none; 
and for that effact that thay pas and sersche sic houss 
as thay think maist meit, and pas athort the 
streittis” (Selections from the Records of the Kirk 
Session, Presbytery, and Synod of Aberdeen, p. 26). 
“To pas throw the towne to caus the people resort 
to the hering of the sermones" (p. 59). “ Ganging 
throw the towne on the ordinar preiching dayes in 
the weik, als weill as on the Saboth day, to caus the 
people resort to the sermones” (p. 77; see also p. 
94; and Wodrow's Collections, vol. ii, part ii, p. 37: 
“ The Session allous the searchers to go into houses 
and apprehend absents from the kirk.”). Strangers 
were forced to attend chnrch or depart. 


A person could not even engage himself as a 
domestic servant or a field laborer without the con- 
sent of the preacher and his little court. “ Another 
peculiarity was the supervision wielded over the 
movements of people to such a degree that they 
could neither obtain lodging nor employment except 
by a license from the kirk session, or, by defying 
this police court, expose themselvs to fine and im- 
prisonment” (Lawaon's Book of Perth, p. 37). 

If anyone raised the spite of a preacher, the man 
of God would require the servants of the offending 
gentleman to appear before him and reveal on oath 
any events which they had witnessed in the house- 
hold of the delinquent, of such a nature that they 
could be twisted into matter of prosecution. In 
1652, Sir Alexander Irvine indignantly writes that 
the presbytery of Aberdeen, “when they had tried 
wayes, bot in vaine, to mak probable this their vaine 
imaginatione, they, at lenthe, when all other meanes 
failed thame, by ane unparalelled barbaritie, enforced 
my serwandis to reweall upon oathe what they sawe, 
herd, or knewe done within my house, beyond which 
no Turkische inquisitione could pase ” (The Miscel- 
lany of the Spalding Olub, vol. iii, p. 206). 

Speaking of a preacher without reverence was 
visited with sharp penalties. In 1656, a servant was 
ordered to be brought before the kirk gession of 
Aberdeen “for her rayleing against Mr. Andrew 
Cant, minister, in saying that becaus the said Mr. 
Andrew spak against Yuill, he spak lyke ane old 
fool” (Selections from the Records of the Kirk Ses- 
sion, Presbytery, and Synod of Aberdeen, p. 138). 
In 1642, the presbytery of Lanark had up a certain 
James Baillie, because he atated the extremely prob- 
able circumstance “that two fooles mett togither 


whenever skepticism has been absent and the people 
utmost, preschers and priests hav invariably pro- 


with the terrors of supreme judgeship to be used at 
their discretion. They hav not in such periods sub- 
mitted to counsel and influence by their congrega- 
tions, as they now are obliged to in most Protestant 
localities ; but instead they hav haughtily held them- 
selvs above suasion or suggestion, and thundered 
forth their will in the styie of godhood itself. 

In this sssumption of the office of the divinity the 
Roman Ostholic church is eminent beyond the Prot- 
estant. The pope furnishes the crowning instance. 
He unblushingly declares himself to be God on earth. 
He insists that his utterances be received as unques- 
tioningly as though they were breathed from the 
heavens in sheets of flame. His priests are not far 
behind him. They represent themselvs not merely 
as expounders of God’s revelation, but as legates 
fully empowered to pardon and admit to paradise or 
to refuse forgivness and consign to perdition. - 

And while Protestants on the whole hav not made 
an equally striking exhibition of impudence of this 
nature, it is only because their existence has lain in 
an age when Infidelity has been in operation, and 
they hav not succeeded in bringing the people into 
a state of humblenessthat would allow of their carry- 
ing their pretensions to the pitch prompted by their 
blown desires. In every case wherein they could 
obtain sufficient meekness and ignorance in their 
parishioners, they hav advanced their claims to a 
level as near that of Rome’s proud prelates as they 
were able to attain. 

Indeed, in one case where the Protestant preachers 
did achieve exceptional ascendency over men’s minds, 
we find them putting forth precisely the same claims 
as the Catholic clergy. This was in Scotland. It is 
well known that Scotland is the country which of all 
Protestant ones fell most completely under religious 
obscuration and clerical control, and to this day its 
nativs are remarked wherever they may be for the 
singular combination which they present, paralleled 
nowhere else, of the keenest, shrewdest sagacity in 
many of the relations of life, along with total blind- 
ness and fatuity on subjects of religion. Over this 
deluded people the Scottish clérgy of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries ruled as despotically as 
ever did a Oatholic priest over his besotted conti- 
nental flock. : 

“The clergy,” says the historian Buckle in de- 
scribing Scotland, “interfered in every man’s private 
concerns, ordered how he should govern his family, 
and often took upon themselvs personal control of 
his household.” Olarendon, under the year 1640, 
emphatically says (History of the Rebellion, p. 67), 
“The preacher reprehended the husband, governed 
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when the minister and his sone mett togither" 
(Selections fram the Registers of the Presbytery of 
Lanark, p. 30). 

Just as our Canadian bishop deems that we should 
meet him on the street with feelings as though 
Christ were meeting us, so did. the Scotch ministers 
consider that they should be met at every turn with 
marks of adoration. To pass a Scotch preacher on 


the streets without saluting him was punished as a 


crime. 

To dissent from one of the clergymen in point of 
doctrin, was as culpable as we see Bishop Courtney 
of Nova Scotia here in 1890 holding it to be. ‘In 
1607, Mr. William Cowper, minister, complained upon 
Robert Keir that he had disdainfully spoken of hie 
doctrin. Tbe (kirk) session ordained him to be 
warned to the morrow” (Lawson’s Book of 
Perth, p. 247). “It was generally believed," says 
 Buokle's History, * that whoever gainsaid the clergy 
would be visited, not only with temporal penalties, bui 
also spiritual ones. For such a crime, there was pun- 
ishment here, and there was punishment hereafter. 
The preachers willingly fostered a delusion by which 
they benefited. They told their hearers that what 
was spoken in the pulpit was binding upon all be- 
lievers, and was to be regarded as immediately pro- 
ceeding from the deity. This proposition being es- 
tablished, other propositions naturally followed. 
The clergy believed that they alone were privy to the 
counsels of the almighty, and that, by virtue of this 
knowledge, they could determin what any man’s 
future state would be. Going still further, they 
claimed the power, not only of foretelling his future 
state, but also of controling it; and they did not 
scruple to affirm that, by their censures, they could 
open and shut the kingdom of heaven. As if this 
were not enough, they also gave out that a word of 
theirs could hasten the moment of death, and by 
cutting off the sinner in his prime, could bring 
him at once before the judgement-seat of God.” 
This, we see, was the same pretension assumed by 
the Roman Catholic priesthood—that of binding or 
loosing, ordaining to heaven or to hell. 


No theme better suited these preachers in their 
pulpits than themselvs and their powers and glories. 
They exhausted, says Buckle, “the choicest epithets 
of praise on themselvs, and on their own pursuits. 
When one of them got into the pulpit, or took a pen 
in his hand, he seemed as if he could not find words 
strong enough to express his sense of the surpassing 
importance of tbat class of which he was himself a 
member. They alone knew the truth; they alone 
were able to inform and enlighten mankind. They 
had their instruction direct from heaven; they were, 
in fact, the embassadors of Christ; from him they 
received their appointment, and since no one else 
could reward them, so no one else had a right to 
rule them. As they were messengers sent by the 
almighty, they were rightly termed angels, and it 
was the duty of the people to listen to their minister, 
as if he really were an angel who had descended 
upon earth.” 

How these Scotch clergymen suppressed free and 
progressiv thought, and indeed well-nigh rooted out 
all tendency or desire toward it forever; how they 
paralleled the atrocities of the Roman Catholic In- 
quisition in torture of resistants; how they sur- 
passed the papal church in witch persecution, and 
how they brought ruin to their charges in a score of 
ways, we cannot now detail. We hav said enough 
to serve our purpose—to show that the clergy of 
every time and place ask only the opportunity 
afforded by abjectness in their flocks and they will 
run into inconceivable excesses of arrogance, exali 
themselvs into semi-divine beings, and rule over 
their slaves with vainglory and cruelty unmatched 
in earth’s entire records of any other class. Prot- 
estants would fain hav us believe that these arrc- 
gances are chargeable only to the Roman Catholics, 
but the instance of Scotland givs contrary evidence, 
and the New England clergy when allowed well-nigh 
equaled their Scottish brethren, and we know that 
they would be the same to-day if we would but giv 
them the power. The position of the Episcopal 
bishop of Nova Scotia is a sample of what the church 
of that désignation would hav if it could. They are 
all alike—Roman Ostholic, Episcopal, and Protestant 
all swell and burn and fume with craving to play 
God on earth, and will do it to-day or any day on 
which we giv them the opportunity. 


The Christian Mafia, ] 

Oar readers hav been given the news of the assassi- 
nation of Chief of Police Hennessey of New Orleans 
by one of the societies, the Mafia and the Stopalia- 
gieri, which he was collecting evidence against. The 
crime is the latest in a series of crimes which hav 
caused many deaths, In June a geng of Itelien 
bravos lay at wait at midnight for another party of 
Italians, Matiangas, who had offended them in some 
way or other, and riddled the entire party of six with 
bullets. The authorities determined to put an end 
to this vendetta business, which was getting too fre- 
quent among the Italians of New Orleans, and has. 
resulted in forty or more murders and assassinations, 
and vigorous efforts were made to track and capture 
the criminals. Six men were arrested for the crime 
and tried. During the trial one of the principal wit- 
aesses, an Italian, was assassinated. The trial re- 
sulted in a conviction, but there was 80 much perjury 
by the pious oath-takers that the judge granted a new 
trial, which is yet to come off. Chief of Police Hen 
aessey, who was a Witness in the first case, set to 
work. He promised such developments as would 
break up the vendetia in New Orleans forever. Hen- 
aessey well understood the risk he was running. He 
was a man of courage and fearlessness, but he 
deemed it prudent, from the many threats he received, 
to guard himself, and never went without one or 
more officers as escort. Unfortunately he dismissed 
his body guard, and fell a victim. We want it un- 
derstood by the people of the country who are 
shocked and indignant at this work, that what they 
are Witnessing is an institution that is peculiar to the 
most Ohristian races of the earth, and prevails 
among those races either strongly or in little force 
just in proportion as they are thoroughly imbued 
with Ohristianity or partly freed of it. The lands 
that hav been most infested with this custom of the 
vendetta, by which the least fancied insult, or tradi- 
tion of ancestral wrong and family feud, is cause for 
murder and this again for retaliation endlessly, are 
the countries of Sicily, Corsica, and Italy. Sicily is 
a devout Roman Catholic country, where brigands 
used to carry with them priests to furnish absolution 
for their outrages. It is the place from whence al) 
the men arrested on suspicion of the present murder 
came. The men arrested are reported to be of a very 
ignorant type, and to hav arrived from Sicily very 
lately. Corsica possesses, like Sicily, infinit de- 
voutness and no Freethought. These two islands 
hav always been worse, in respect of the crime that 
we are considering, than Italy. That land, however, 
was considerably infected with customs of revenge 
and bloodthirst at tbe time when the papacy’s rule 
was unbroken. Since Freethought, and consequently 
all the egencies of civilization, hav entered, the ven- 
detta has of course abated along with brigandage 
and all like savageries. 

Let Americans view Sicily, and Corsica, and Italy, 
and Spain, and Mexico, and Central America, coun- 
tries where the saturation of the people by Ohristian- 
ity is the most complete, and let them try what ex- 


planation they can giv of the coexistence there of 


Christianity along with the savagest vendetta, brig- 
andage, and lawlessness in its every variety. 
—_— — 9 9 


State and Church United. 


Assistant Secretary Bussey has rendered decision 
at Washington in the pension case of William R. 
Johnson, the late corporal of Company K, Eightietb 
Indiana Volunteers, in which is given a more libera! 
construction of the law relating to “line of duty” 
than heretofore. On April 1, 1863, Johnson, with 
the first sergeant of his company, obtained a pass to 
attend church across the Green river, at Mumford- 
ville, Ky., at which point his command were guard- 
ing a bridge. While crossing the river on a log 
Johnson fell, fracturing his left knee. The case 
was originally rejected on the ground that the 
soldier, at the timg of accident, was not in the 
line of duty. Assistant Secretary Bussey takes a 
contrary view, and allows the pension sought. He 
says: “If the claimant had, by authority of his 
superior officer, been crossing the river for the pur- 
pose of obtaining necessary physical sustenance, he 
would certainly hav bsen in line of duty, it being a 
necessary incident to the service. To hold that a 
similar mission for spiritual sustenance, which is also 
presumed to hav been necessary, placed him out of 
line of duty, would be depriving our soldiery of 


Christian teaching, and therefore in conflict with 
military law, which recognizes the necessity or at 
least the propriety of it.” How can such a decision: 
be given consistently with the constitutional pro- 
vision that the government shall establish no partic- 
ular religion? Would the soldier's attendance of a 
Freethought or scientific gathering hav been ac- 
counted in line of duty? If not, is not the discrim- 
ination against Freethought or science and for Ohris- 
tianity a favor to that particular religion, an aid to 
it, a furtherance of it? And what is favor, aid, 
furtherance, but “establishment?” Or, what is es- 
tablishment if it be not a number of acts of this 


nature ? 
—— a a oe 


Editorial Notes. 


Tur Denison Sunday Gazetteer says: ‘That phenomenal 
newspaper ass, Col. E. F. Shepard, editor of the New 
York Mail and Hapress, has been expelled from the Union 
League Club for conduct unbecoming a gentleman." There 
is an error here which our esteemed Texas contemporary 
will allow us to correct. Mr. Shepard was not expelled, 
only suspended for ten days. 


Ix a letter from Mr. Bradlaugh received a few days since 
he asks us to convey through Tug TRUTH SEEKERE his thanks 
to many Americans for kindly words sent him since his ill- 
ness—and to whom he has been unable to reply individually 
—and to ask them to aecept'grateful acknowledgment through 
its columns. Mr. Bradlaugh is hard at work again, though 
not physically so strong as he hopes soon to be, lecturing, 
writing, and prepariag for parliamentary work for the bene- 
fit of his constituents and the people of England. 


J. E. Remssvre’s address at the Portland congress was on 
the Sunday question, and was pronounced one of the most 
logical and convincing arguments on that question ever lis. 
tened to. At the close of his discourse an enthusiastic 
Adventist leaped upon the stage, grasped his hand, and said: 
“I want to make the acquaintance of Elder Jones,” the great 
Adventist leader having been advertised to address the con- 
gress. From Portland Mr. Remsburg went to Washington, 
speaking at Tacoma October 18th ; Buckley, 14th; Slaughter, 
15th; Seattle, 19th, and at Tacoma again the 20th. October 
16th and 17th he lectured in Victoria, the capital of British 
Columbia. 


Tue Age, Boulder, Montana, says: ‘The Prohibition 
platform for Montana has some very good ideas in it, but it 
starts out in its first plank with the statement that ‘ We 
recognize almighty God as the source of all rightful author- 
ity; a proposition which certainly conflicts with the Decla- 
ration of Independence, which says that governments de- 
rive their just powers from the consent of the governed. 
The idea embraced in the Prohibition platform has been the 
excuse for all the religious persecution in all &ges and all 
countries, and with the light of experience to guide them, 
the people of Montana and of the United States will not yet 
consent to a theocracy." 


—— QM — 

A DIBPATOH to the Herald of this city says that the will of 
thelate Photius Fisk is to be contested in the Massachusetts 
supreme court. When Mr. Fisk died about a year ago, he 
left some thirty thousand dollars to be invested and held as 
a permanent fund, to be called the ‘‘ Fisk Relief Fund,” the 
income to be used for the relief of the poor, especial atten- 
tion being paid to the needs of worthy colored persons. 
The will provides that no minister or person of the Roman 
Catholic faith shall ever hold the office of trustee. The con- 
test is by the next of kin, residents of Hydra, and their repre- 
sentativ is J. M. Rodocanachi, the Greek consul. The claim 
is that Mr. Fisk was unduly influenced by Lyman T. Hodge, 
who was his attendant during the last years of his life. The 
dispatch also says that ‘‘the question whether a Freethinker 
can legally make a will is also likely to be raised before the - 
trial ends.” We do not know of course what a Massachu- 
setts court may do, but the opinion is pretty generally held 
elsewhere that the question of & mau's religious opiniona 
does not enter into his testamentary abilities. 


Tse Rockford, Ill., grand jury had the inmates of 
Schweinfurth’s ‘‘ Heaven? before them week before last, 
trying to find evidence on which to indict them. Mr. Wel- 
don, father of Mary Weldon, who recently gave birth to a 
child, expressed his belief in her immaculate conception. 
He was satisfied, he said, that what had been done in the past 
could be done now, and he had not the slightest doubt that 
immaculate conception had taken place under his roof. He 
was as sure of it as that he was alive. Mary, when ques- 
tioned, was found to be as firm a believer in immaculate con- 
ception as her father was. Her child came without sin and 
she was supremely happy to know that she had been called 
upon to giv it birth. The other members of the family gave 
expression to the same belief and the grand jury, the papers 
state, felt somewhat discouraged. They were impressed, 
however, by the seeming sincerity of the witnesses. 
They were intelligent appearing, too, and yet they 
claimed to firmly believe in the teachings of Schweinfurth. 
When the examination was concluded a number of the jurors 
said that they believed the Weldons to be honest in their 
views. The Byron Express, whose editor recently described 
the Schweinfurth colony for Tas Trots SEEKER, thinks it 
more than evident that nothing can be done with the flock, 
which result might be expected. There is no reason why 
immeculate conceptions should not occur now if they ever 
did, and those who believe in ancient happenings are not log- 
ical in disbelieving modern occurrences. It is well, too, to 
hav a living illustrativ witness to Christianity’s claims. It 
may cause the people to reason y ie them, and he who be. 
gins to reason will surely end by denying them. 
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Zellers from friends. 


: ARMENIA, O., Nov. 1, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2 for the ** Freethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book." I do not think I can die happy 
until I get that book. I am in my seventy-sixth year. 
R. C. Kwow es. 


; MassıLLon, O., Nov. 3, 1890. 
' Mr. Eprror: I do not often write testimonials, but I must 
say in all candor that I heartily indorse the good work of 
Tar Truta SEEKER. I inclose $2 for the '* Freethinker’s 
Pictorial Text-Book.” Wa. S. Mors. 


Voro, ILL., Oct. 25, 1890. 
Mr. Eprroz: Please find inclosed $5 for Tax TRUTH 
Srexer and “ Pictorial Text-Book.” I hav failed to get any 
subscribers this time. I hav delayed remitting to you on 
this account; hope I shall get some yet. I hav taken Tue 

TRUTH Seexer ever since it was published. 

Yours truly, Wa. C. HOWARD. 

OsuxosH, Wis., Oct. 22, 1890. 
Mr. Enrron: Iam a Spiritualist, but like the paper for 
its impartiality. It is to be deplored that some Liberals 
should be so bigoted in their strictures on Spiritualism, 
about which they seem to know so little, lacking the evi- 
dence and accounting all as deception. Why can we not 
tolerate one another when we all see the main issues of life 

about the same ? Yours truly, Joun CHALLONER. 


CLEBURNE, Kan., Oct. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: I hav been taking your paper for the last 
four months, and it seems as though I could not get along 
without it. The illustrations are worth more than the price 
asked for the paper. I was trying to get some subscribers 
for the paper, but could not get them, as most of the people 
here are Roman Catholics, and of course they do not care 
for a paper like Tux TRUTH SEEKER. Wishing you success, 
Iam, Yours truly, JONN SwANOARA. 
GETTYSBURG, Pa., Oct. 29, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I am very glad that Heston is about again. 
I hav tried my best to get you some more subscribers, but it 
is uphill business in a place like this where they manufacture 
sky-pilots, but I am still doing a little in the way of distrib- 
uting my Freethought papers that I get, and will do the best 
Ican for the cause. With good wishes for all the Liberals 


and hav been waiting for them to send with me. 
failed to get them. 
and may hav better success. I think that once a subscriber 
to Taz TaurH SEEKER is to always be a subscriber. 


Sullivan is in the fistic srena—the champion. 
from the shoulder, and every blow counts. 
dulges in repetitions. 
original each time. 


ing to get them out. 
anything with them. So I got some small bills printed, and 
am circulating them at proper times and places. 
get some more. 


and hold dear that absolute freedom of thought and expres- 
sion which is the natural right of every rational being. 

5. To inaugurate a system of positiv, tolerant thought, 
ethical culture, and practical benevolence, in which all 
liberal-minded people can unite and work in harmony for 
the moral education, intellectual improvement, social well- 
being, and consequent happiness of the human race. 


H. BAYLEY. 

Srarres, Minn., Oct. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been promised some new subscribers, 
But I 
I will try again in a couple of months 


A few words for John Peck. He is to orthodoxy what 
He strikes 
He seldom in- 
On the contrary, he has something 
D. C. JENKINS. 


Prez, Tex., Oct. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed $5 for two ‘‘ Freethinker’s 


Pictorial Text-Books,” and giv me credit for the balance. I 
will try for some subscribers. 
uncle, Jesse Maurer, of Harmony, Ind. I think he has been 
a lifelong Liberal, and I want him to hear of one relativ that 
has passed from ignorance to the light of reason. 
Adam and Eve business is too musty to touch, but 
the Christian man of straw must be knocked down. 
cry of every good Liberal is, ‘‘ Unite.” 


I see two letters from my 


That 
The 


Yours for the great cause, E. M. Ymaunma. 


Oapzn, Uras, Oct. 20, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: The picture books are received. I am try- 
The bookstores and stands will not do 


I hope to 
Joun A. Jost. 


THE FREETHINKER'S PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 
Containing 185 Page-Size Illustrations, 


And Citations of Facts of History, Statistics, and Opinions 


of Scholars. 
The book is 9x12 inches, with 375 pages. 
Can be seen at 
Joan A. Josts, 
581 Twenty-second street. 
Come and Get a Copy. 


BzaookrxN, N. Y., Oct. 30, 1890. 
Me. EprrOoR: A few evenings since I was storm-staid in a 


in the world, and & God bless you for the balance when they 
find God, I remain, Yours respectfully, 
W. H. KITZM!LLER. 


neighboring village, and had, much against my inclination, 
to accept of my friend's mansion for the night. It was the 
more repugnant to me, inasmuch a8 my friend was a devout, 
prayerful Christian, and I was known to be an Agnostic. 
But as chance would hav it, I was not pressed to mingle 
with them in the parlor. And yet I could not but hear their 
fervid appeals heavenward, and they became the more fran- 
tic as the pious gathering warmed up to its work. The 
general sinfulness of the world was pressed upon the Lord's 
attention, and his grace implored, which was responded to 
by hearty amens. By chance I heard Mr. Ingersoll’s name 
mentioned. In listening I caught the following: “O God 
almighty, there is a Colonel Ingersoll, a carnal speaker who 
is tending mightily to disturb and unsettle the minds of thy 
redeemed, both in the enforcement of moral deportment and 


—— 


Hontinepon, Oct. 31, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: We received the “Pictorial Text.Book " 
some time ago, and hav been amused and instructed with it 
ever since. I would not part with it for any money if there 
was not another copy to be procured. It now takes the 
place formerly occupied by the Bible, and is a ** holy terror ” 
to the bigoted Christians of this community. Some of them 
refuse to look at it. I am much in love with your paper, 
but like it much better with than without the pictures. 

Long life and health to Mr. Heston. GEORGE CALDWELL. 


MxzxrviN Vace, N. H., Oct. 18, 296. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $2 for the ‘‘ Freethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book." Iregret very much my inability 
'to get subscribers for your valuable paper. I tried hard, 
but without success. Indeed, it will not do to show 4 Free- 
thought paper, as people here cannot be induced to read one. 
So that I feel discouraged at times. But I know that in 
time tbe truth must prevail. I will send for some books 

and tracts eoon for missionary work. 
Mes. Mary A. HORNE. 


Farmpatsz, O., Nov. 1, 1890. 
Me. Epiror: Last evening the Farmdale people were 
favored by a very able address by Charles Watts, editor of 
Secular Thought. The attendance was good, and gave strict 
attention to the subject of Secularism throughout. At the 
close of the discourse a vote of thanks was tendered the 
speaker, which was met by a proper response. During his 
stay in Farmdale Mr. Watts was entertained by Mr. and Mrs. 

H. W. Root, The best of wishes go with him. 
Secularly yours, Dewitt T. Root. 


Mian, Mo., Oct. 30, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Iínclose you a petition of our citizens to keep 
open the World's Fair on Sunday. Icould get two thou- 
sand names if I had a little time to devote to it. Only three 
business men refused to sign it. One was a Presbyterian 
who thought Sunday should be observed, and he takes care 
to observe it by selling groceries at any time after and before 
divine service; another a Baptist, who sells tough beefsteak 
every day in the week Sunday not excepted, and the express 
agent whose mental capacity is just sufficient to be a 

Presbyterian. Yours truly, H. T. Knienr. 


AvsTIN, Tex., Oct. 20, 1890. 


Mr. Eprrog: Please send me the picture book. We hav 


formed a ** Liberal Association of Austin, Tex.," and I in- 
close its platform : 


1. To encourage the study of man in all his relations. 

2. To seek to realize the truth in life. 

8. To aid in those movements that tend most to the im- 
provement of the individual and society, and to the unity 
and freedom of mankind. 

4. To facilitate the associstion of those who hav at heart 


in the cunning and subtlety of langnage. 
thy divine scheme of salvation, yea, or if there is any way 
shortof blood he can be suppressed, O heavenly father, for 
Christ’s sake let it be done, and giv thy sorrowing saints 
grace to approve of thy almighty justice.” 
groans preceded the amens. 
writer was astonished. At the close of the meeting and as 
these saints filed out I was anxious to behold this fervid, 
prayerful saint, but I failed. It was not Dr. Talmage, for I 
hav seen him, nor was it exactly his style. A SUBSORIBER. 


Now, O Lord, in 


Heavy chest 
You may well imagin your 


WELLAND, Ont., Oct. 25, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: The person whose mind has become en- 


lightened by à knowledge of the truth of things, as made 
known by a study of the sciences, knows that the laws of 
nature are the same in all countries and at all times—that 
nature never violates her own laws to work a miracle. 
only in the minds of the ignorant and credulous that miracles 
are made to appear. If we go back thirteen hundred years, | 


It is 


when the people were in a state of darkened ignorance and 
unacquainted with the laws and forces by which the world 


is governed, it was natural they should form theories of 
their own according to such knowledge and abilities as they 
possessed. If a poor fellow became subject to fits or any 
malady they were unable to account for, they attributed his 


case to his being possessed of a devil or devils. Or if some 
one was affected in some unaccountable way, they were sus- 
pected of having been bewitched. Hence the necessity for 
devils and witches, a creation of the imagination of igno- 
rance. And that creation is yet retained in the minds of 
that class of people to this day. As people become more 
intelligent devils and witches will disappear, with many 
other equally unfounded imaginings. : 

Seventy-two years ago, when I was twelve years old, the 
Primitiv Methodists, or Ranters as they were then called, 
had sprung up, and reached my nativ village, Huby, in 
Yorkshire, England. My father's house was headquarters 
for their preachers. There happened at that time to be liv- 
ing in the village an old lady, Elizabeth Skelton, who thought 
or believed she was possessed of a devil, and as one of the 
preachers, John Oxterby, was said to be a man of great 
faith, she asked my father if he thought Oxterby could cast 
the devil out of her. My father told her that on a certain 
day Oxterby and another preacher, Verity, would be there; 


that she should come and see what could be done. She 
came on the day appointed. I remember the whole circum- 
stance as well as if it had occurred only yesterday. We all 
knelt down—the two preachers, my father, myself, and 
others of our family—and Oxterby went to praying. After 
stating the case to the Lord, he prayed fervently to the Lord 
to cast the devil out of this old woman, but happening to 
turn his face toward Verity saw him laughing. He then 
said, ** And, O Lord, do thou cast this laughing devil out of 
Verity." But as there was no appearance of any response 
in either case, we arose from our knees and left the case 
with the Lord. The old lady died a few years later without, 
as I know, having been delivered of a devil. Now, I believe 
at that time we all had more or less faith in the casting-out- - 
devil business. And where did we get it but from the Bible, 
which tells us of the existence of devils and witches, the 
former to be cast out and the latter we are commanded to 
kill. This command came within our ability, and we killed 
a few thousands befote we discovered the mistake. The 
devila we hav not been able to deal with further than to lose 
faith in their personality and existence—except the most 
ignorant of our race, who still stick to the myths and teach- 
ings of an ignorant people who lived eighteen hundred years 
ago. Joan Ray. 


ViNELAND, N. J., June 14, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: You published an article of mine in which I 
suggested that we hav new names for the churches, and not 
disgrace Christ by naming them after him. If Christ was 
only a myth, I am willing to receive instruction from him 
where I can, and think it as wrong to misrepresent, falsify, 
disgrace, or belie a myth as it is to do the same toa living 
man, and that is why I suggested that we hay new names 
for the church, for each and all should bear his own disgrace 
and not pile it upon another. But in your issue of July 5th 
E. Van Buskirk, M.D., comes down upon me thus: ‘ Mr. 
Editor, I see that Brother Hacker isa little muddled about 
the meaning of Christian and Christianity. I do not know 
what kind of instruments of torture Christ used himself, or 
whether any, but he says: ‘ Bring hither those mine enemies 
that would not that I should rule over them, and slay them 
before me’ (see Luke xix, 20). To hav this order fulfilled 
would require the use of some kind of instruments, whether 
it be the gibbet, shotgun, or wheel. Now, this order was 
given by Christ, so that the order given by him would be 
called ‘ Christian,’ and the fulfillment of the order would be 
called ‘ Christianity,’ " etc. 

Iam not acquainted with Dr. E. Van Buskirk, M.D., but 
if he makes such monstrous blunders in medicin as he has 
in this criticism, I would be the last man to swallow his pills 
uuless I was in a great hurry to ‘‘ kick the bucket." I hav 
noticed for several years past that some who call themselvs 
Liberals hav manifested the same blind, bigoted prejudice 
against Christ that the clergy do against Paine, thereby ex- 
posing their own ignorance and disgracing the cauge they 
pretend to advocate in the minds of all who hav learned to 
think enough to understand what they read. And I hav 
long desired to correct the error, and will commence now if 
you will kindly allow me the space. I hav seen Christ 
accused inthe Liberal papers of coming to bring war, of 
stealing corn, of stealing an ass, and of doing some other 
wrong things, every one of which I can prove to be false and 
founded on the ignorance and thoughtlessness of the writers. 
And it is only two or three weeks, I think, since one of your 
correspondents tried to poke fun at Christ by saying he rode 
into Jerusalem on two asses—another blunder caused by the 
thoughtless ignorance of the writer. I hav for seventy years 
considered the clergy the blindest blunderers over the script- 
ures of any class that read them, because they form creeds 
and then twist the scriptures to support them; but in this 
criticism the doctor has proved himself as blind as the blind- 
est of them, not a **little? but very much ‘‘ muddled.” 

. I hav no positiv proof that such a man as Christ ever 
lived; if he ever did, he had a natural father and mother 
like the rest of us, and was a very great improvement on the 
wholesale murderer, Moses, and a great and good reformer 
for the dark age in which he lived; but if he never lived 
and all that was said about him was but myth, there are 
many good things from which I am willing to receive instruc- 
tion; and I am decidedly opposed to having even a myth 
disgraced by its name being given to an organization so cor- 
rupt as our modern churches. The doctor in his ** muddle” 
accuses Christ of commanding his enemies to be brought 
and slain before him, when there is not the shadow of a 
reason in the Bible for such an accusation. Christ had no 
money to let, and if he had, he would not hav permitted his 
servants to take ten pounds of it for the use of one, which 
would hav been ten hundred per cent. In the very chapter 
the doctor refers to Christ said, ** I come to seek and to save 
the lost.” Would any sane man after saying that command 
even his enemies to beslain? How then does the doctor's 
** muddle ” come in? Why, Christ told a story of a certain 
nobleman that commanded his enemies to be slain, and the 
doctor, who appears never to hav learned to think enough 
to understand what he reads, turns the command of the 
nobleman over to Christ and makes him the murderer. How 
thoughtless, careless, or stupid! According to the doctor's 
logic, if I hear of a murder and tell of ít, I become the mur- 
derer! '*Whew! whew! whew! What shallow thinkers 
we hav!” as Father Richard used to say to the Methodist 
circuit preachers when I wasa boy. Amen! Selah! 

J. Hacker. 


Orive Branoa, Miss., Oct. 19, e.m. 290. 
Mr. Eprror: I beg leave to again tax your columns with 
a chat to my new-made friends. In response to my recent 
appeal published in the September 27th number there has 
come quite a number of kind letters, and I cannot master 
sufficient language to express my appreciation of the kind 
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words and good cheer they brought with them, and at a 
time, too, when it seemed that I was hated by nearly all my 
former friends. They came like perfumed zephyrs, and like 
balm to a wounded spirit. Indeed, I feel that if for truth’s 
sake I must lose the friendship of any, I can well afford the 
loss of a Christian, for a good stanch Liberal. But little has 
been sent me in the way of books, but the ones which did 
come were such as I can truly appreciate. One of the first 
to respond was Dr. Brown, of Rockford, Ill. He sent his 
‘t Researches in Oriental History,” and since having read it 

. I must say that it is the most valuable book of its kind that 
I hav ever seen. In my preparation for the lecture field it 
will be to me an invaluable auxiliary. I mean to use it asa 
text-book, and by studying it carefully I can become master 
of what otherwise would hav cost me a life of labor, and 
access to more historical works than any man of moderate 
means could afford. It contains unimpeachable facts, and 
reduces the Bible to Jewish mythology. I hav received also 
a copy of ‘‘ The Science of the Bible,” by the late Dr. Wool- 
ley, and would be glad to learn who the kind donor is, as 
no word of reference has come to me by which I could tell 
who sent the book. Then, after that pame ** Antichrist,” 
and a number of lectures and pamphlets, for which I hav 
already written in acknowledgment to the kind friends who 
sent them. But I will use this opportunity to thank each 
of you again. Many who wrote to me seemed to think that 
it was my aim to begin lecturing at once. To all such I 
would reply that you were mistaken. A man could easily 
succeed as a preacher with the knowledge which I hav at 
hand, but not as a lecturer. Remember, friends, that it has 
not been long that my mind has been emancipated from 
Christian darkness and slavery, and I should hav had to 
learn at a rapid rate to be fit to lecture thus soon. I hava 
good common school education, and added to that a toler- 
able knowledge of both Latin and Greek; know mathemat- 
ics to trigonometry, and know a great deal of church his- 
tory and the Bible. But to succeed as a Liberal lecturer 
there is yet much hard study before me, and I am bound to 
succeed. If I should fail once, or even a score of times, I 
would study again and try it over, but I do not mean to fail 
at all, and to avoid failure I must be ready to fight when I 
enter the battle. I think that by close application I can 
lecture some in the winter of 1891. 

Acting upon the advice of my friends I shall drop the lat- 
ter portion of my former nom de guerre and henceforth sign 
myself ‘‘ Gray,” instead of ‘‘Gray Atheist.” I hope my 
friends will note the change. And now, in conclusion, may 
I not hope that some of the authors who read this will send 
me copies of their works and thus help me to fit myself for 
a cause that is dear to us all? And will not others who may 
see this do likewise? Ishall not ask you again. Address 
a8 below, or address as below and my signature will be sent 
you at once. ** Gray,” Olive Branch, Miss. 


East RaxDorPg, N. Y., Oct. 31, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: The ''Freethinkcr's Pictorial Text-Book ” 
was received to-day. This is a noble book. Its contents 
arc deeply appreciated. It reflects truths like stars—truths 
repugnant to superstition, to all Christian criminals, to relig- 
ious fiends who deplore to hav their deviltry exposed and 
their true character brought to light. The clergy will be- 
wail their fate at your hands; but oh, their oppressed vic- 
tims, the church-members, standing betwixt gloom and 
light, will, or at least should, bless your untiring, unrequited 
labors in their behalf, to redeem them from bondage and the 
fear of endless misery in the imagined “ hot hear.after." I 
hav had many Sunday-school scholars looking over the 
‘inhumanity to man” so forcibly exhibited in this peerless 
book. To-day about fifty people hav seen this book, and 
despite the fact that they were mostly Christians and I am 
not, they admitted the history a correct one about their mis- 
takes in the past. But, says Mr. N. G. Otis, a Catholic: 
** Rob, outside of our church none can be saved. Join our 
church, be a good Catholic, and you'll reach heaven and 
won't be a wandering outcast, a vagrant in the realm of 
thought. As it is now your mind is as unstable as the 
clouds. You mean all right, Rob, but you must be a Catho- 
lic in order to be saved.” I replied: ‘Mr. Otis, ‘ You mean 
all right,’ but like countless thousands of other good people, 
you are led. You willingly obey, and follow your supersti- 
tious masters—masters who are as ignorant about the future 
as the poor unlettered barbarian weeping above his dead. 
Don’t you know that, no matter how intelligent the person 
is, he can’t look beyond the hights? No, sir! Don’t in. 
vest your hard-earned dollars in this celestial lottery busi- 
ness, for there is no Knowing but yours will bea blank. 
No preacher, no D.D. or LL.D., can warrant you a harp or 
crown. They should be honest, and tell you they don’t 
know. Who can reasonably tell what isn’t known? I am 
inclined to believe at this writing that six feet of earth 
make all of one size.” In reviewing the horrible deeds per- 
petrated in the name of religion, it seems the world at one 
period was insane, and Ido not think it is wholly sane at 
present upon religion. : 

Patrick Henry, that great American orator, said: ‘Guard 
with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone 
who approaches that jewe!." Are we doing it? If not, 
commence now, this very moment! For ‘‘ where liberty 
reigns the tyrant seeks to slay her" (La Salle). Remember, 
“ the price of liberty is eternal vigilance.” There is $1.500,- 
000,000 worth of untaxed church property in the United 
States, yet the sheriff sells a poor farmer’s horse for taxes. 
The wife weeps, the children are starving, but they hav no 
redress. This is unspeakable cruelty. 

Men, women, and children suffer and die from sheer neg. 
lect in this world. About seven hundred million people will 
pie this generation, yet we say, ‘t God is love,” “ He careg 


long will man be forced to submit to the injustice of the 


be done. 


joys or sorrows of the outside world. 


no food,” is the bitter wail that will ascend from countless 


bers be dethroned from office. See to it that the men you 


unto liberty. 


for his children.” Oh, how,many hearts there are in cold 
solitude to-night ; how many eyes, tear-stained windows of 
the soul, of beautiful girls; how many women are lonely in 
garrets without fire of food this cold, cold night. Oh, cold, 
cruel, and miserable life! Oh, how long will women be 
compelled to make shirts for thirty-seven and one-half cents 
per dozen? How long will little children, tender blossoms 
of the soul, be obliged to shiver and freeze to death? How 


heartless? These questions are more easy to ask than an- 
swer. I am aware of that, but I think they will be an- | 
swered—yes, answered by streams of blood! Justice must 
A Thanksgiving proclamation from President 
Harrison will soon proclaim the progress and happiness of 
our American people, telling of the goodness of God during 
the year. But how little the president knows about the 
** No work, no fuel, 


thousands of human hearts this cold winter. Who is re- 
sponsible? In many cases, men of wealth, ‘‘ Christians,” 
whose hearts hav no sympathy for the poor—‘ Christians ” 
who hav wealth but lack souls. Seventy-five per cent of 
America’s population are poor people. See to it, by your 
votes, that you redeem your lost estate. See to it that rob- 


vote for are honest men. Lastly, vote for men and princi. 
ples that wil better your condition in life, that will assist 
you to gain your rights in your heroic struggle from slavery 


Brothers and sisters, I appeal to you all to-night to never 
falter, never giv up by the wayside. Be brave! At last 
we will win the crown—not the crown of heaven, but the 
crown that illuminates the soul here on earth, the conscious- 
ness of having done our duty. R. R. Jones. 


SOLDIERS’ AND SArLogs! Home, Quinoy, ILL., Oct. 1, 290. 

Mr. EprrOR: As I hav just returned from furlough with 
my head full of thoughts I hope to giv your readers some- 
thing of interest and profit. The last TRUTH SEEKER I read 
contained an article from the secretary of the Secular Union, 
Miss Craddock, urging for money. I wrote to her over a year 
ago requesting her to remit mea lot of missionary works that I 
might distribute. What a pity that the Secular Union can 
not furnish such literature. 
most propitious opportunities, as I hav not only been on 
boat and car, discussing with preachers, gathering crowds, 
but I was also at large political gatherings where from three 
to four thousand people were assembled. What a grand op- 
portunity had I only been furnisbed with the proper kind of 
literature. On my return home I found a book entitled, 
* The Candle from under the Bushel,” by Mr. Hart, for 
which I feel very grateful, although I hav had the pleasure 
of reading it before. I know of no more scathing impeach- 
ment of the truth of the Bible. 

I called upon many while on furlough who hav become 
much more Liberal within a few years, but was badly mis. 


‘treated by one of my old acquaintances, who although nota 


member of any church and not holding to the Bible being in- 
spired yet opposes Liberalism, skepticism, and Freeth ought 
in others. He reminds me of the dog in the manger. I do 
hope, should I liv until the next presidential election, to re- 
peat my visit full-handed, when I hope to be able to dis- 
tribute liberally, aided by the Secular Union. 

Iam anxious to know if the $1,000 Manu»l of Morals is 
ready, and if so, what is the number and size of pages and 
what is its price. 

I hav many experiences in argument, etc., on thc streets, 
in Sabbath-schools, etc., which, should I itemize them, 
might prove disgusting even to many who read TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, as I was last Sabbath odious to the owner and su- 
pervisor of a Spiritual hall. After she had read Victor 
Hugo's eulogy on Voltaire and spoken in high sentiments of 
encomium of Paine and other Infidels, I took the floor and 
addressed the audience thus: ''Ladies and Gentlemen: I 
&dmire the Spiritualists, because they are free and honest. 
They invite discussion, which none of the orthodox will, 
and these orthodox will never occupy an honest attitude 
until theyado this." I then remarked that I had drawn up a 
list of what Christ had done and said, which I then read: 
** Title: Mistakes, Follies, and Crimes of Jesus. 1. Treating 
his parents with disrespect when they returned from Jeru- 
salem. 2. Fasting forty days. 3. Turning water into wine. 
4. Keeping company with the devil. 5. Teaching that the 
Jews were better than other folks. 6. Teaching that it was 
right to imprison & man for debt. 7. Encouraging a bad 
custom of & man who was plowing in the field, to wait on 
the table. 8. Not correcting Peter when Peter said, ‘‘ Thou 
art Christ the son of the living God.” 9. Saying, ‘‘ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit.” 10. Requiring us to cut off an offend- 
ing hand and pluck out an offending eye. 11. Teaching to 
take no thought for to-morrow. 12. Commanding to let the 
dead bury the dead. Soon until Iswelled the list to twenty- 
five charges, and wound up by saying: ‘‘ Christ is said to be 
our savior, God, father; now, if I was the father of a large 
family, I should not manufacture a lot of riddles and then 
save those who happened to guess right and damn those who 
guessed wrong, and I hav no use for any such a savior, sny 
such salvation, or any sucha God.” Of course, this filled 
some with consternation, and even Mrs. Merick, the owner 
of the hall, after calling upon us to cheer Victor Hugo’s 
eulogy of Voltaire, seemed indignant. An old gentleman 
who is in thc habit of speaking every Sabbath arose and 
showed great agitation, saying he would not exchange his 
hopes in the Nazarene for ten thousand worlds like this. 
This demonstrates the truth of what our immortal darling 
Bob says, Ze , even in the minds of the most liberal Chris. 


the Soldiers’ Home. 
who is intelligent enough to listen to reason and honest 
enough to follow convictions, Iam sure to do good. And 
how trying it is to find so many who are perfectly oblivious 
to science and truth and are ready to heap all sorts of epi- 
thets and obloquy upon any sincere investigator. 
is not every man a cringing coward who keeps his lips. 
closed? Think of the sacrifice of Bruno, of Voltaire, of 

Paine. 
our cause. 
Infidels of a century ago. 


Freethought has lost one of the. 


731 


80, my friends, you can see that I am notidle, if I am in 
Wherever I can get the ears of anyone 


And yet 


Think of the immortal leader we hav to champion 
Then what cowards we are contrasted with the 


Now unto all who love liberty and truth, science and 


truth, reason and truth, I send greeting. 


Yours for humanity, © Ex-Rev. Josera N. Maxgy. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., Oct. 80, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Will you kindly grant me space in your 


esteemed paper to answer two communications which ap- 
peared in your columns a short while ago ? One was from 
Mr. Will 8. Andres, and one from Mr. C. B. Reynolds, re- 
garding the Assembly of Progress. 
draws the conclusion that the Assembly of Progress isin op- 
position to the national Secular Union. 
conclusion. The Assembly of Progress has no war upon the 
national Secular Union or any other Freethought organiza. 
tion, but upon the contrary is in harmony with every proper 
movement that wil advance the cause of Liberals, and 
wil lend its influence to assist in building up the great 
cause of freedom sought to be obtained by the Liberals, and 
is entirely free from jealousies of other societies and willing 
to stand upon its own merits, undisturbed by the suspicions 
of any other society, Liberal or Christian. 
the insurance feature is the only objection made to the As- 


First. Mr. Andres 


This is a wrong 


Aside from this, 


sembly of Progress which I deem it necessary to consider in 

this letter, and in answer to this objection I will say that the 

insurance feature is at the pleasure of its members. No 

member is compelled to take the relief degree (the insurance). 

See constitution, page 16, sec. 2, and page 37, sec. 9. And 

since no member is obliged to carry the insurance or bear 
any of the expenses of those who do, certainly no one should 
object to those taking the relief degree who desire to do so. 
But Mr. Reynolds seems to: be of the opinion that the 

mortality assessments are too high, and bases his opinion upon 
the statements of actuaries. With this opinion I differ, and 
base my judgment upon the actual practical experience of 
such societies a8 the Royal Arcanum, A. O. U. W., and I. 
O. F., which hav stood the test of yearsand hav proved by 
actual experience that Mr. Reynolds’s estimate is below thc 
real cost of insurance with risks selected with ordinary care, 
and as I am quite familiar with the above orders and par- 

ticularly with the R. A. and I. O. F. and hav found them 
a success and gaining in numbers and their members well 
satisfied, we hav made our mortality assessment substan- 
tially the same, and believe it to be as low as it can be made 
consistent with a substantial organization. But as the in. 
surance department is strictly mutual and the constitution 
subject to amendment, should the table of assessment prove 
too high or too low it could readily be adjusted by the intel- 
ligence and experience of its members, and while there is no 
obligation upon the members to take the relief degree, yet I 
find that almost all the members desire the relief degree. 
And I am also in receipt of many letters from different-parts 
of the country heartily indorsing the Assembly of Progress 
in the most complimentary terms. Among the many indorse- 
ments, I quote a few suggestions made in numerous letters 
as follows: 

** The Assembly of Progress has long been needed. How 
canIjoinit?" ‘‘ The best move yet." ‘‘ Itis the best method 
yet suggested. to organize the Liberals.” ‘‘I am astonished 
that any Liberal should oppose the move.” “Iam just in 
receipt of constitution. Please send me a few more constitu- 
tions.” ‘All the Liberals who hav seen the constitution are 
well pleased with it.” 

I could giv a large list of letters from Liberals indorsing 
the system of organization of the Assembly of Progress, but 
consider it would be asking too much space in the already 
well-filled columns of your paper, therefore I content myself 
with the few brief quotations above made to show the 
encouragement we are meeting with. 

I believe Mr. Andres has raised some objections to the 
word “ white? in the constitution, and seems to think that 
the word ‘‘ white" should be stricken out. With this view 
I differ. Iam fully in favor of granting to the colored peo- 
ple all their legal rights equal to the whites, but the social 
privileges are entirely different, and I am of the opinion that 
the intermingling of the races in society is a doubtful and 
dangerous proceeding, tending to engender race prejudices 
and productiv of no beneficial results. 

The Assembly of Progress is continuing to grow and 
increase in membership, and will continue to gain and grow, 
and when its objects and great advantages for the advance- 
ment of Freethought and the total separation of church and 
state are generally known, it is my opinion it will contain 
the largest number of noble men and women of any other 
benevolent society in existence. 

The Liberals need a benevolent organization as a bond 
of cohesion to unite them in one solid, compact body in order 
that their noble thoughts of freedom and their numbers may 
hav their proper influence upon society for the advancement 
of science and a higher standard of civilization. This oppor- 
tunity is presented by the Assembly of Progress. The foun- 
dation having been laid, whatever imperfections there are 
in the constitution can soon be remedied. 

I do not claim perfection for the constitution, and the 
Assembly of Progress is only too glad to hav intelligent sug- 


tians there is a vague fear of what the Gods might do, and } gestion for its improvement; but I do claim that it is the 


the safe side is considered the best side. 


true and proper system of organization, J. M. Voss. 
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But where and how did the first. party pro- 
duce the goods? Did they not come from the 
hand of the laborer ? 

Did you, children, who never saw the in- 
side of a coal-mine, ever think while you were 
sitting by your comfortable firesides in 
your cosy homes enjoying life, how much it 
cost the poor miner to obtain the coal that 
warms your room? Did you thivk of the 
hard labor performed, of the privations un- 
dergone, by that class of men who toil in 
the depth of .the earth in darkness and dust ? 

Does society owe them anything—even re- 
spect? In fact, is it honorable to labor? 

Let me tell you who never saw a coal-mine 
howitisdone. Firstthere is an entrance made 
in the hill about eight or nine feet wide. 
Then rooms are turned off that entrance and 
often they are driven about eighteen feet ; they 
are widened out to about twenty-one feet; 
posts are cut to suit the hight of the vein of 
coal, and small thin caps are made to drive 
over the top of posts to keep the slate from 
falling in on the miner. And notwithstand- 
ing all caution they can use, every now and 
then some of them get killed or crippled by 
falling slate. 

The miner has a cap made to fit his head 
very tight. It has no rim, and on the front 
part of it is a small piece of leather on which 
he hangs his lamp—a lamp that will hold 
about one-fourth of a gill of oil. The light 
that this little lamp givs is all he can get. 
He uses a pick shaped similarly to that of a 
stone mason, only not near so big. When 
the blacksmith sharpens it he brings it to a 
keen four-square point, and the last lick he 
givs it is one on the end, without which it 
would be of no use to the miner. The miner 
generally sits down till he has mined under 
the face of the coal about two feet; then he 
is compelled to lie down fiat on one side till 
he cuts under the face or front of coal about 
two more feet, which makes four feet. Then 
he has to drill two holes with &n auger, each 
to the depth of nearly four feet, over the coal 
which he has uudermined. Next he takes 
80me paper which he wraps around a rounded 
stick and makes a hollow cartridge, into 
which he pours as much powder as he thinks 
is necessary to blow down the coal. He then 
sticks a sharp iron needle, which is generally 
about six feet long and made tapering, into 
the cartridge, and pushes the powder, needle, 
and all into the hole. The needle is kept in 
this position until dirt is pounded very tightly 
around it—until the hole is entirely filled. 
Then the needle is withdrawn, which leaves 
a very small hole. Then a little round squib 
about four inches long and the size of a 
wheat straw, fllled with powder, is put in the 
mouth of the hole. Then the miner touches 
his lamp to it and runs away. When the 
paper burns up to the powder in the squib 
then it shoots back in the little hole left by 
the needle to the large cartridge, and the 
powder explodes, blowing the coal down in a 
pile. 

The old adage, ‘‘One-half of the world 
does not know how the other half livs,” 
is true. However, I hope that the world 
will some day learn that true education con- 
sists in the knowledge of knowing how to do 
something useful. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

B. P. HERRON. 

[Thanks for the above interesting article, 
and we would be pleased to hear from our 
friend again.— Ep. C. C.] 
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Cardinal G:bbons’s God. 


Dear Yousa Frenos: Cardinal Gibbons, 
who is said to wield an angelic pen, shows 
us how even an angel can wander from true 
logic and common sense. He undertakes to 
prove the being of a God by mere assertions 
iie hav not the merit of novelty or origi- 
"n nality. The cardinal supposes that th 
Coal Mining. of ditus bear the iei eand and idu 

Dear CHILDREN or TAE TRUTH ÑEEKER: | able imprint of the hand of the creator, the 
I hope you are all seeking after truth and | conscience being a natural monitor, designed 
knowledge for the good it may do you and| to make plain to us the difference between 
Others in time to come. right and wrong. On the contrary, I should 

There is an old adage which says, ** Knowl. | suppose that impressions and powers belong. 
edge is power.” We all know by experience| ing to the mind could only be the fruit of 
that that is true to a certain extent. The} heredity or the effect of surroundings, exist- 
most useful knowledge that the human family| ing thus and admitted into the constitution 
has obtained, is that which they hav got|by virtue of the strong capacities and powers 
through experience. And it consists in aj of our peculiar organism. These powers are 
knowledge of how to do things—to utilize| perfected by experience and prompted further 
the material given them by nature and bring} by the healthful and delightful exercise of 
forth the things necessary for the suste-| the nativ growing and increasing energies of 
nance, comfort, and pleasure of life. the human soul. Jewish writers of the pres- 

There are very few young people who hav | ent day, whose flowing style and esse of com. 
been raised in luxury and ease that ever| position know no superiors, consider every 
think, even once, of how the good things of| house of worship as a “ demonstration of 
life are produced. True, they know their) man’s ideality.” But this ideal of perfection 
parents obtain the money that buys them.| has assailable points, and is less likely to be 


Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


. * Between the dark and the daylight. 
' — When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


[FOR BECITATION.] 
Speak Thy Thought. | 


Shame upon thee, craven spirit ! 
Is it manly, just, or brave, 

If a truth hav shone within thea; 
To conceal the light it gave? 

Captiv of the world’s opinion— 
Free to speak, but yet a slave ? 


All conviction should be valiant. 
Tell thy truth, if truth it be; 
Never seek to stem its current— 
Thouzhts, like rivers, find the sea: 
It will fit the widening circle 
Of eternal verity. 


Speak thy thought, if thou believ’st it; 
Let it jostle whom it may, 

Een although the foolish scorn it, 
Or the obstinate gainsay— 

Every seed that grows to-morrow 
Lies beneath the clod to-day. 


` If our sires, the roble-hearted 
des Pioneers of things to come, . 
: Had, like thee, been weak and timid, 
: Traitors to themselvs, and dumb, 
; Where would be our present knowledge? 
Where the hoped millennium ? 


Where would be triumphant science, 
. . A Bearching with far-reaching eyes; 
`. Through the infinit creation 
i For the soul that underlies— 
: Soul of beauty, soul of goodness, 
Wisdom of the earth and skies ? 


> Where would be all great inventions, 
: fach from bygone fancies born, 
Issued first in doubt and darkness, 
Launched 'mid apathy and scorn ? 
How should noontide aver light us 
Bat for dawnings of the morn ? 


* Where would be our free opinion, 
Where the right to speak at all, 
If our sires, like thee, mistrustful, 
Had been deaf to duty’s call, 
* And concealed the thoughts within them, 
' Lying down for fear to fall? 


Though an honest thought outspoken 
Lead thee into chains or death; 
'. What is life compared to virtue ? 
-: Shalt thou not survive thy breath? 
;. Hark! The future age invites thee! 
Listen, trembler, what it saith ! 


It demands thy thought in justice, 
Debt, not tribute of the free; 
Hav not ages long departed 
Groaned and toiled and bled for thee? 
` Tf the past hav lent thee wisdom, 
Pay it to futurity. —Commonwealth, 
tO — — —— 


The Owl and the Pussy Cat. 


The owl and the pussy cat went to gea, 
In a beautiful pea-green boat ; 

They took some honey and plenty of money 
Wrapped in a five pound note. 


The owl looked up to the stars above 
And sang to a small guitar : 

“O lovely pussy, O pussy, my love, 
What a beautiful pussy you are." 


Pussy said to the owl : “ You elegant fowl, 
How charmingly sweet you sing! 

Oh ! let us be married, too long we hav tarried ; 
But what shall we do for a ring ?" 


They sailed away for a year and a day; 
To the land where the bong tree grows ; 

And there in a wood a piggy-wig stood, 
With a ring at the end of his nose, 


“ Pig, are you willing to sell for a shilling 
Your ring?” Baid the pig; “ I will." 

So they took it away, and were married next day 
By the turkey that liva on the hill. 


They dined on mince and slices of quince, 
Which they ate with a runcible spoon; 

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand, 
They danced by the light of the moon. 
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faultless than pure nature, which is a stupen- 
dous monument of the relation existing be- 
tween, cause and effect. For fancy must be 
properly pruned and corrected, its strength 
kept up, to produce the finest fruits. 

If the weakness of faith sets in, instead of 
reason microbes of disease will soon infest all 
that is precious and valuable which belongs 
to our mentality. We hear that Christ is the 
modern God, though there are learned per- 
sons who doubt that he ever existed. It 
seems, then, that the God idea is not firmly 
seated in the human mind. The first and 
greateat exploit of the Holy Ghost was, I 
think, discreditable in the extreme. Was it 
right to enter the family of poor Joseph to 
alienate the affections of Mary and destroy 
the pesce and sacredness of home? The 
struggles of her mind, it is supposed, were 
quieted by divine power. Priestesses and 
prophets were drugged in those days, but 
strong persuasions or narcotics are never 
used by honorable persons to subdue the 
freedom of a mind and will which happens 
to be in our power. ALHAZA. 

Lezington, Ky , Oct. 14, 1890. 


— — 
The Stars and Stripes. 

Itis related that the flag which was raised 
at Cambridge Jan. 2, 1876, by Washington, 
was composed of thirteen red and white 
Stripes, with the crosses of St. George and 
St. Andrew emblazoned on the blue canton 
in place of the stars. This fiag was also car- 
ried by the fleet under command of Com- 
mander Esek Hopkins when it sailed from 
the Delaware capes, Feb. 17, 1776. In the 
following year, June 14, 1777, the Continental 
Congress passed a resolution '* That the flag 
of the United States be thirteen stripes, al- 
ternate red and white; that the Union be 
thirteen stars, white on a blue field, repre. 
senting a new constellation.” How or by 
whom the idea of the star was first suggested 
is uncertain, although there are some who 
ascribe it to John Adams, while others claim 
the entire flag was borrowed from the coat of 
arms of the Washington family. 

In this flag the stars were arranged in a 
circle, although no form was officially pre- 
scribed. It is supposed that the first display 
of the national flag at a military post was at 
Fort Schuyler, on the site of the village of 
Rome, Oneida county, N. Y. The fort was 
besieged early in the month of August, 1777. 
and the garrison were without a flag. So 
they made one according to the prescription 
of Congress by cutting up sheets to form the 
white stripes, bits of scarlet cloth for the red 
stripes, and the blue ground of the stars was 
composed of portions of a cloth cloak be. 
longing to Capt. Abraham Swarthout, of 
Duchess county, N. Y., and the flag was 


unfurled Aug. 3, 1777. 
——_—_—____ +.—_______—. 


Artificial Ivory. 

As manufacturers abroad claim that the 
supply of ivory is too small to meet the de- 
mands of industry and art, an extensiv in- 
dustry has arisen in France to supply an ar- 
tificial substitute for natural ivory. Until 
recently the substitute used has been ob. 
tained by injecting white wood with chloride 
of lime under strong pressure. Within a 
Short time, however, it has been established 
that a substitute may be prepared with the 
bones of sheep and waste pieces of deer and 
kid skins. The bones are for this purpose 
macerated and bleached for two weeks in 
chloride of lime, then heated by steam along 
with the skin, so as to form a fluid mass, to 
which are added a few hundreds of alum. 
The masa is then filtered, dried in the air, and 
caused to harden in a bath of alum, the re. 
sult being white tough plates, which are 


more easily worked than natural ivory. 
———— —9 a a — ———— 


Jewelry in Ancient Times, 

It is somewhat curious to find, says the 
Horological Review, that about 800 B.o false 
or cheap jewelry was worn at Cyprus as com. 
monly as it is in the present day by a certain 
class of people. Several examples of brace. 
lets, earrings, and rings were found while 
excavating on that island which are of bronze 
or copper, covered with a thin leaf of gold. 
With the passion possessed by these people 
to symbolize everything, all personal orna- 
ments signifled more than their outward ap. 
pearance suggested. Finger rings indicated 
power, because they were usually signets; 
the earrings meant servitude, bracelets re- 
called bondage, while the necklace, remind- 
ing one of a wreath of flowers thrown about 
the neck, tended rather toward an honorable 
distinction. Among the necklaces discovered 
in the treasure chamber at Cierium, on the 
island of Cyprus, is one which represents 
lotus flowers. 
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e Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 
i T The Creeds. 


Woman and the Church. What Is Ohristianity ?—I. 
Woman’s Path from Servitude to Freedom. ety ee se —It! 
Encouragement to Go Astray. ure as —III. 
Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. The Clamor of the Oreeds. 
Lhe Ohurch's Use for Woman. Sustaining the Oreeds. 

A Contrast. The Oreedal Fiddle. 
Fishing. The Oreeds of the World. 
Woman the Snpporter of Preacher and Pope. Ohristianity's Holy Family. 
Helping the Church. anus-faced Oreedalists. 
he Oburch’s Chief Support, 
hen Womanhood Awakes. 


The Great Effi ‘acy of Baptism. 

How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
“ “ LLI LL] —IL 


A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 


A Drouth in Oambridge, Ill., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Oreedalists and the Government—'Qur 
od, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” 
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MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Joun Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 


Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to:be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. MeDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- - 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 
SALE's edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davi» HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By Jean MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


` 


— ÉRIC ENDURO PUN NN 
Man's Nature and Development. 
By Henry G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - - - - $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Row’t COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig- 
fous Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By Baron D'Horaacn. 
Price, - . a 


$L 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TurTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Its Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated, 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the. Population Question. 
By R. D. Owey. 
Price, - - - - 


35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
Bx D. M. Bennett. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


: IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W. S. BarLow. [Spir.] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. ; 


By HUBLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price: 5 cents. 


For all of the above books g sadeoee 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Latavetic PJ., NewYork. 


Price, $1.50. |: 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. : 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. - 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 voL, 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY ? 
By Moses HULL (Spir.) and 
Rey. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 55 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY;: 
OR, 

The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Seriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 

8vo, 613pp., - - " 


Faith and Reason.. 


AOCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


Svo, 650pp., cloth, $3; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


260 woodcuts. leather, 


$4; morocco, gi 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS. | 


His Character and Doctrines. 


From the '* Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth; 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of. 
Tiberius, but à Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - - - $1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Oleims of Bibiical Inspiration , 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, _ - $1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages.  . Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 


OTHER BiocgAPHIOAL ÑKETOHES AND Essays. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12m0, 


260 pP., $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


376pp., $1. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hurt (Spir). 
Price,. - - - . 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
‘Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


uin The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plan 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Prices . + . Scents. 
* For all of the above booke address: 
| THE TBU 


H SEEKER CO. 
128 To faretto Pl., NewXork. 
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The Humboldt Library of Science, 


| In this series are well represented the writings of 

DARWIN, SPENOFR, HUXLEY, TYNDALL: PROCTOR: 
' OLIFFoRD avd otner lexdersof thoueht in our 
` time, at 50 to 75 per cent. Lower than usual prices. 

F i We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, af 
ollows : 

i Ou Sryrk.—In. this style the volumes average 

90 pages 8vo. and are arranged thus: 


o]. I. Nos. 1-12. Vol. E Nos. 60-70. 
* -Ik 18-24 71-80. 
OTE. " 5-36.) St vite. 81-91, 
“ Jy. “ g748| " IX. * 93-108. 
s v. * 49-59.] " X. *! 304-111. 


Cloth, plain edges, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 
Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 


New BrvrE.—Noe. 1 to 111 inclusive, are boundin 
18 Volf., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus : 


Cloth, extra, red edges, M 75 per yo. b 25 per set. 
Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 
Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 
Hit Mor., marble edges, 2.75 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth: 
| WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


; Man’s Plaee in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Easis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 

2 books in 1 vol. 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 

;! Technical Education, and other Essays. 
| 3 books in 1 vol. E 
WORES BY CHARLES DARWIN. 
Origin of Species by Means of Natural 

Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races iu the Struggle for Life. 


“ 
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New edition from the latest Eng. editions 
with additons aud corrections. 1.5 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 

tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised oud augnupte .56 


| 
Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
| the Action of W orms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With ilu£irations. .75 
Charles Darwin: His Life and Work, 
| By Grant Allen. A 
SELECT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


| The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Yignettes from Nature; and 
Forca and Energy: A "Theory of Dy- 
mics. 3 booksin 1 Vol. 1 
WATER, ELECTRIOITY, AND LIGHT. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clonds and Rivérs, 
loe and Glaciers, 19 illustrstions, 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. Minatrated: 
3 books in 1 vol. . n 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 


The Data of Ethics. — . 

Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
eal; an 

Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
ornar D» quirition?, 2 booksini1vol . 

The Genesis of Science. 

|The Factors of Organic Evolution, 

| 2 books in1vocl . . . (0485 

"SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD ET PROCTOR, 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

| Lilusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

[s on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


BY 


1.09 


5 


laneous Essays. 
6 books 1n 1 vol. " . . 150 
{SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 
Seeing and Thinking. 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Kesave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Kesaye. 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
pb" of the Pure Sciences 
Cosmic Emotion: Also ‘the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. à : . 2.25 
SELECT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F.R.A.8. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
The Childhood of the World, 
2 books in 1 vol. " m 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J, Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
The Diseases of the Will, 
The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. oe 4 s 
THE MILEY WAY. 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 idus. 
By Camille Fiammarion. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kailey Miller, M.A. 
The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL.D. 
8 books in 1 vol. . . A è 
POLITICAL BOIENCE. 
Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural cience to 


Political Society, By Walter Bagehot, 
author of * The Eng. Constitntion,? and 


History of the Science of Polities. By 

rederink Pollock. 2booksini1vol  . 
THE LAND QUERTION. 

The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher,F.R.H.S.;and 

Historical Sketch of the Distribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lioyd Birbeck, M.A. 2 books in 1 vol. 

' “MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Izno"&nce; an 
The ‘essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanson Picton. 2booksinivol. . 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F.B.8.E. 
2 books in 1 vol. ace " 
[Continued in next column. 1 


. 1.00 


1.00 
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` ublin 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 


16 Why do Men Starve? 


1.00 : 


T; 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions Es Science; and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F.C.s. 
2 books in i vol, . 
The Black Death. “An Account of the 
Groat Pestilence of tha 14th Century: and 
The Dancing Maniaof the Middte ages. - 
By J. F. C. Hecker. M D, 2 booksin 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of. 
Animals, Sketches of Brazilian »nd Indian 
Life avd Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
br Henry Walter Bates, F.L.S., Assis. Sec. 
to the Brel Geographical Society of 


Thé] Riser and Bar ly Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By 8. 8 Laurie. L L.D., 
»rofessor of the Institutes and History ` t 
Education in the University of Edinburgh. 

The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phoonicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor of " elens History, 
Oxford, and Osnon of Canterbury, au- 
thor of ‘The Origin of Nations,” ** The 
Five Great Monarchies,” etc. . 

Fetichism; A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Relizion. By 
Mritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German bv J. vitzgerald, M A. 

Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W.B'auley Jevons, M. A., F.R.B., Pro- 
fessnr of Logio and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. Marchester. . 

On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ohenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 


40 


26 


E 


46 


AG 
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to Pre-Historio Study, Edited by C. 
F. Kearv, M.A. of the British Museum. 

Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad, By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F.R.8 , Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland, . 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Nally, Author of | Boneation and 
Intuition,” " Pegeimig8m," eti 

The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
Bv Sir John Lubbock, Bart partaini. .75 

English Past and Present. ‘Yaris I. 
and JI.) By Richard Ohenevix Trench. 
8 nart8 in 1, Comolete. 5 

The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 
Over 8) Illus. . . «© . ew -e 
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make JOD PER CENT, profit, on my Corset, 
Belts, Brushes. Curlers and novelties. Samples 
N.Y. 


AGENTS 


FREE, Write now, Dr, Bridgman, 373 Broadway, 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ..........- 2. eee ee eee entente 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller. vs 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin..........-. o. 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin. 
12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume. .......... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh........ eee recen cen 

Chas. Bradlaugh.. 
17 Logic of Life. Deduced from the Principle 
“of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 


19 Large or Small Families? A, Holyoake. . 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... 5 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. OC. Watts.. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 6 
25 Freethought aud Mod. Progress. Watts. 6 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts... esie 
28 Thoughts on Atheism, Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
versa? Austin Holyoake............... B 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 5 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas, Bradlaugh........ 6 
38 Is There à God? Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
39 Labors Prayer. Charies Bradlaugh......- 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
, 42 Science and Bible Atitagonistic. Watts... 5 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 
4T Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”....... 6 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers... D 
6 Dialogue between « Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. .................. 10 
Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy. 
C RE 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh b 
10 A Few Words about the Devil... D 
11 New Life of Jacob.. -..ccccossccssssecccessseeee D 
12 Daniel, the Dreamet. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 6 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh... 6 
19 New Life of Abraham.. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlangh... 6 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per toz... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Mauna we will 
: send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 


i $5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 15,1890. 735 


Truth Seeker Traots. 


Norm.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts ave made. 
On one dollars worth 10 ‘per cent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten "dollars? worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount i is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letier. Bennett. des 
29 Paine Hall Dedication, Underwood........ 


Bennett. ................ 
Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z. 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam...... 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. EH. E. Guild....... sss 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers....... — 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood .......... 
62 The Jews and their God.... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. — Syphers..... 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.8: Lyon.......... 
41 Paine's Anniversary. ©. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers................ 
14 Danielin the Lion's Den. Benuett....... 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett. T 
7' The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett...,...... 


35 Moving the Ark. 
37 Short Sermon. 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates.. 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F. Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper..... 
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Ziberal Jilestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 

warding the necessary information. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD, 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Oompany, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. €. P. SOMERBY, BUsmESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 
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such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “ Children’s Corner," MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. . 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

Sf you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEKKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- ` 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It-is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact, 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 
Address Tum TRUTH SEEKER ÜOMPANY. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 


ST This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gm 
THE TRUTA SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story oftwo young 
ginis and a younger brother who were lort aren; 
688, with Little money, fair education, and muc. 
courage, to their way through e "World by 
oing ONES. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downoast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


The fianhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every. Friday evening, at 8 o'clock. at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uror and discussions. The publie cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st.. cor. Market 
Bt», Newark, Lectures and discussions on: 
réligious and “social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. : 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood, Bi8.. at 2:30and 7:30 P.M.for leoturos and 
free discussions on religious and sccial questions. 
Ablé speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationgalwayson handatcheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 Wegt Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall, All ‘friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., &t_ 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolir, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Preg.: LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 

days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M, Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptiona to TuE TRuTH SEEKER and Investi. 

gator are solicited, R. G, Suave, Oor. Sea, 


The Walla Walla Lib: ral Club 


Moats every Sunday at 2 p.m. in-Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readinga and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O, B, REYNOLDS, Pres.: A.W. OALDER, Beo, 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, 


Srotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cai Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


. hd $1.00. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7. 50; 9 jewelg, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted. $16, ' In 3 ounce coin 
Silver cases, $3. 50 more; 4 Ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounoe,f6 more In dest filed gold cases, open 
face, dust proof. 7 j-wela, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $13.5): do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $22t0; $23; $24: $80. 
Ladies, same quality,7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18.50; ‘15 jewels, $:5. 14 Karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model "Otto Wettstein ” Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjnsted watches. No watch 
in the world competes With it. Finer watches up 
to $200. ali such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory, All filled gold 
cages Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
cases, Watches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc.» and returned free. 


ESTABLISHED 1857. . 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Hochelle. IH. 
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Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Flynn Block, S.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome, 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P xc. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
musicand songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Qorrea- 
pondence solicited. J, L. TREVTHART, President. 
WILL S. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, song8, and seleot reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frang Morse, Oor. Beo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and, third Sundays, Me olook, x EE oa ore 
. avery ody invited. Mns. R. 
Pres.: J. H - MCWILLIAMS, Rec. Seq. UM 


- The Roeder Secular Union 


OF Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto. 
= a tae Meutal Liberty." D. E: Bron, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vioe-Pres; OHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 730. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 

ident, Henry BiRp; Secretary, Cora BELLE 
LAGG. 


The Career of Jesus Christ, 


An Exposition of the True Meaning of this Char 
acter as described in tho New E ent. By Mil. 
ton Woolley, M.D., author of Hobrew Mythbole 
oxy.” RDer, ds 35 ie 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 


Bend 16 cents to Dr. R. P, Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his “ Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
book for young snd middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It seta forth an External Appli- | 
cation—a POSITIVE CUBE, as it matters not 
long standing, how ho elegs or how many reme- 
dies you hav used e book is worth many x 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of £ e 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- ^ 
dregs the doctor at Vineland, N. J., and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 
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GONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Club. 
nder Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery 
The Time-Lock of Our ‘Ancestors. 
Fiorence Campbell's Fate. 
My Patient'8 Story. 
Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


THE SAFEST GREED, 


AND 
TWELVE OTEER Discourses oF REASON. 
By 0. B. FROTHINGHAM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 238pp.. $1. 


OR 
The Church ot Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss ali the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is: written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi: 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows ig an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
‘press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of trest- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 


` eosseeeeoseoe> Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. the Moabites by the Jews. cient narrativ about it to interest the reader aad 
28 Nibble at yet t pia Orumbfor the id M hold his attention while the trath is being brought 
odern Symposium. ............. aÁ—À BENT S WANTED S2 toss lage pront, By A. C. MIDDLETON. to his mind. 
EF See note at head of column, A END MAN IEN sick ES SAMPLE PREE. Age | Price, =. =... +  10cents. For sale at this office. Price, 81.00, 
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Bews of the Beek. 


Tue Christian spirit of the Kenwood Meth- 
odist church, Chicago, has proved unable to 
allay the members’ quarrels and avert the use 
of force. On a late Sunday the church was 
fastened tight and one faction worshiped in 
a storeroom while another held no service 
at all. 


“A FEDERATION of all 
the English-speaking 
peoples of the world” is 
among the projects of the 
times in Great Britain. 


Turrty-two bishops 
hav sent a petition to the 
queen of Spain asking 
her to interfere in the 
matter of the unjust 
treatment of the pope. 


Proressor Koos, of 
Berlin, claims to hav dis- 
covered a cure for con- 
sumption, in the shape 
of a lymph that kills the 
bacillus which produces 
the disease. 


LisxmArs in the canton 
of Ticino, Switzerland, 
hav broken out again 
against Conservativ rule. 
The Radicals are armed, 
and hav had conflicts 
with the military. 


Tur population of the 
United States is pub- 
lished by Census Super- 
jntendent Porter as 62,- 
490,540, these figures 
being subject to slight 
change on further re- 
visal. 


Tux Spanish passenger 
steamship Vizcaya, 
bound from New York 
to Cuba, was sunk on 
the 30th ult. off Barne- | 
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) oF . AND REFORMERS. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Voi. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in-|^ Teachers, Skeptics Innovators, Founders of 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, |. "New Sohools of Thought, Eminent Boien. 
Jésus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
8v0, 885pp.__ Vol. II. Describes Fully all from the time of Menu to the pres. . 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., oloth, $3; 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the leather, $4; mor., Z- e., $4.50. 


P tien a BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS | WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS| — Gems of Ühonghi. 


Tax invention of printing was a severe 
blow to Catholicism, which had, previously, 
enjoyed the inappreciable advantage of a 
monopoly of intercommunication. From ita 


`[ central seat, orders could be disseminated 


through all the ecclesiastical ranks, and ful- 
minated through the pulpits. This monopoly 
and the amazing power it conferred were 
destroyed by the press. 
In modern times, the in- . 


fluence of the pulpit has 


become insignificant. 


The pulpit has been 


thoroughly supplanted 


by the newspaper. Yet, 


Catholicism did not yield 


its ancient advantage 


without a struggle. As 


soon as the inevitable 


tendency of the new art 


was detected, a restraint 
upon it, under the form 
of a censorship, was at- 
tempted. It was made 
necessary to hav a per- 


mit, in order to print a 
book. For this, it was 
needful that the work 
should bav been read, 
examined, and approved 


by the clergy. There 


t 
\ 


k ru 


must be a certificate 
that it was a godly and 
orthodox book. A bull 
of excommunication was 
issued in 1501, by Alex- 
ander VI., against print- 
ers who should publish 
pernicious doctrins. In 
1515 the Lateran council 
ordered that no books 
should be printed but 
such as had been in- 
Bpected by the ecclesias- 


tical censors, under pain 


of excommunication and 
fine; the censors being 
directed '*to take the 


utmost care that nothing 


should be printed con- 


i ÄT O — — 


pe Ne By agp = ms : i — EES trary to the orthodox 
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schooner. Hs rs i DAVID SENDETH FOR URIAH. s dad Eod p 

POE er^ sorde f Ard David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David.—2 Sam. xi, 6. cussion; a terror lest 


sixty-nine were lost. 


FgEDERIOK STAATEN, who attended church : 
at New York city the other Sunday without , 
shoes, and smoking a cigar, has been adjudged 
insane. 


Tures hundred Poles, resolving to leave 
Russia and emigrate to Brazil, came to the 
boundary line, where they were ordered to 
return. They refused, and the guard fired, 
killing six men, two women, and one child. 


On the festival at Rome rece»tly a band 
of students saluted every, priest they met 
with the shout, * Viva Giordano Bruno!” 
Catholics decry this proceeding, but hav no 
blame for their own Propaganda students 
who replied with ‘‘ Hurra for the pope!” 


Democrats of extreme sentiments say they 
hav discovered, and will soon prove, an ex. 
tended conspiracy by which the national 
census was 80 falsified as to make it difficult 
for their party to elect a president. Moder- 
ate Democrats doubt the story, and say there 
was but little perversion. 


Tux mayor of New York city and governor 
of the state are pressing the nationa! census 
superintendent to accept the count made by 
the city police, or order a recount. Repub. 
licans think the previous count correct, and 
attribute the surplus of the police enumera- 
tion to return of summer excursionists, and 
perbaps to deliberate ‘‘ padding” by Demo- 
crats to obtain an extra Congressman. 


A Nzw Yonk man named Orr, who has 
always been a faithful church attendant and 
activ Y. M. C. A. worker, tried for a long 
time to get his sane aunt put in an insane 
asylum. Once securing her commitment 
for examination, during the three days that 
elapsed before she was examined and 
found sane he sold her furniture and took 
possession of her. property. Now he is in 
jail himself. . 


Tux election resulted in gains for Demo- 
crats in several states, sufficient to giv them 
a majority of about, forty in the next House. 
Among the states that went Democratic were 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, and Pennsylva- 
nia—the gaining of the latter, previously Re- 
publican, being thought a great triumph by 
Democrats. Kansas was carried by the 
Farmers’ Alliance and Democrats. Wiscon- 
sin elected the Democratic candidates of the 
Catholics and Lutherans, and they will prob. 
ably repeal the Bennett law which attempts 
to keep the schools English and out of 
priestly bands. The Farmers’ Alliance will 
hav fifteen or twenty men in Congress. 
Lodge, the introducer of the ‘Force bill," 
was reéiected in Massachusetts. McKinley, 
of Obio, was defeated. New York city gave 
Grant, Tammany, about 114,938; Scott, 
People’s Municipal League of Republicans 
and’ non-Tammany Democrats, headed by 
Protestant preachers, about 90 898; Delabar, 
Socialist, about 3.830; Demorest, Prohibi- 
tion, and Redpath, Commonwealth labor, 
about one thousand each. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? Liberty in Literature, 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGER*OLL, 


—— 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


* The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy,” 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman, 


cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


mr Price, 25 cents; 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on |lished at this office. 


Religion and Social Matters. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. | Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. : 
What Would Follow Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
THE or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.95. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without i- 

. tion, for Ohildren and Youth. kon ON Free. 

thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever issued. 

ge full-page illustrations and a5 Smaller; large 

n er. ins, illus- 

trated covers ; ator app. boards gl. "iu 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


truth should emerge.— 
Draper. 


THE clergy were no longer the sole or the 
chief depositories of knowledge. The inven- 
tion of printing had furnished the assailants 
of the church with a mighty weapon which 


had been wanting to their predecessors.— 
Macaulay. 


DzoaritatTep saints were believed to hav 
emerged from their tombs and paid their 
respects to a newly appointed bishop; flyin 
dragons descended through the air to snatc 
the bodies of unbelievers and disappeared 
with screams that frightened orthodox neigh- 
bors to take refuge in their cellar-holes ; 
swarms of angels carried bones, crosses, and 
whole buildings from Bethlehem to Loretto ; 
King Philip the Second paid a thousand 
doubloons for a skeleton of St. Laurentius, 
and having been informed that a complete 
skeleton of the same saint was for sale in the 
south of Italy, he at once ratified the bargain 
and blessed heaven for having favored him 
with a duplicate of the precious relic. Thou- 
sands of unfortunates were tried and executed 
on a charge of having taken an erial excur- 
sion on a broomstick or a black he-goat; of 
having caused a gale by churning a potful of 
froth and water; of having turned themselvs 
into foxes, wolves, and tomcats. The instinct 
of recognizing the sbsurdity of even the most 
glaring superstitions seems to hav become 
wholly extinct.— Oswald. 


To the World’s Columbian Exposition Commission: 


Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church 


" Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 


people—manipulated by a 


on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 


the Fair may be open to the public on 


1. That the American principle of separation of church and state máy be maintained. 
2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 


resort when no moral amusements are available. 


tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday 


given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
pid iria to great consideration at your hands. 

[ or t will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish io attend can 
solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 


tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare 
5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in E and increasing its 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 


would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunda 

its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change ite oe 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, 


attractive, the more noble and varied in 


character, the less danger there is that employers 
the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
the Average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 


7. Finally: Opening the World’s Fair on Sunday will harm nO one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 


benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good 


Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
of the whole country. 
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SUPERSTITION MOURNING OVER THE DESTRUCTION OF 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Onxz curious product of the new relations 
between the church and science is the lectur- 
ing charlatan who knows little theology and 
less science, but goes about pretending to 
harmonize the two in great swelling words 
of vanity. This type reached its consummate 
flower about ten years ago in the person of 
Joseph Cook, who has since been steadily 
sinking into the depths to join his own 
** Bathybius," much to the relief of all who 
love quiet.—Hvening Post. : 


Tux holy synod has adopted a resolution 
to enact stringent measures against the spread 
of the Baptist in southern Russia. The Bap- 
tist confession was introduced during the 
reign of Alexander II. A certain Pashkoff 
and Baron Corfa were among the earliest 
Baptist missionaries. 'They were banished 
from Russia, and since that time their fellow- 
believers hav withdrawn to the districts on 
the Donau and the Caucasus. Of late, how- 
ever, their propaganda has been revived, and 
the Orthodox (Greek Catholic) church finds 
it necessary to enforce the stringent measures 
which were devised on their first appearance 
in Russia. 


A SIBERIAN exile, Constantine Ponottazenko 
by name, having a strong desire to see his 
wife and children in St. Petersburg, absented 
himself from his place of exile and made his 
way on foot from Tobolsk to the capital of 
the empire, a distance of more than two thou- 
sand miles. He found his family well, and 
lived with them a few weeks. His desire 
thus satisfied, he presented himself to the au- 


thorities of his own accord and confessed to 
be an exile from the district which the gov- 
ernment had assigned for his dwelling. In 
view of the palliating circumstances, the 
judge reduced his punishment to only seven 
days’ confinement in prison, after the expira- 
tion of which he will be delivered to the gov- 
ernment authorities to be sent back to the 
place of his exile. “In this wise,” says a St. 
Petersburg paper, exultingly, ‘‘mercy and 
justice meet in holy Russia!” 


A WRITER in the New York Hzaminer en- 
ters a plea for greater discrimination in 
the conferring of such degrees as D.D., 
and enforces his argument with a horrible ex- 
ample. He says that he knows a clergyman 
who was lately honored with the degree by 
** one of our Baptist colleges." Of the fitness 
of the doctor of divinity for such a decoration 
the reader may judge from the following list 
of misspelled words which were found ina 
“ brief communication ? written by him and 
‘presented as a public document,” being 
** prepared, presumably, with special care :” 
* Menchin, persude, metheods (2), permin- 
ant, aranged, resorces, cas, acording, men- 
chined, prepair, buisness (3), onely (8), in- 
crese, increas, begining, hardely, wer, strenth 
(2), indebtness, remaning, arrisen, easely, suf- 
ficent, vacent, possibilites, guarenty, safty, 
comunity, pararie, slue, kneed, disgussed, 
opinon, enterd, famiely, enroled, vigerous, 
planing, realy, convenshion, hed.” 


SrANLEY told a friend the other day a story 
which illustrates the African's quickness of 
retort. ‘‘I was talking with one of the 
Ugangas,” said Stanley, *' while a monkey 
the nativ had tamed was jumping from limb 


to limb of a tree near by. In a spirit of fun 
I said, ‘You are not so very much unlike 
monkeys. You Ugangasspeak to each other 
after a fashion, and the monkeys make signs 
to each other. They understand each other, 
and that’s all you can do when you talk. 
Neither you nor the monkeys know anything 
that is going on outside of these great forests.’ 
The Uganga man thought for a moment, and 
then ran up to the monkey, that had perched 
on a low limb near us. Bending over the 
monkey, the man blew on the monkey’s back, 
separating the fur as a furrier does in exhib- 
iting a skin to a purchaser. Then he turned 
to me and pointed with a triumphant gesture 
to the monkey, saying, ‘Monkey skin white. 

Uganga man’s black.’” 


CoMMENTING upon the execution of a mur- 
derer in Canada lest week the evening Sun 
has this to say: ‘‘ Birchall was not deterred 
[by the fear of hanging] even though he was 
not moved by an overmastering impulse of 
passion. He killed his man for gain. Has 
society no means, then, of protecting its 
members against homicide? The death pen- 
alty, at least, has failed. Must society there- 
fore sit down, resigning itself to the evil as to 
an affliction of God? That is the way it used 
to deal with the plague, and small-pox, and 
cholera, and rabies, yellow fever, and insan- 
ity. Society cures insanity now; it used to 
chain it and beat it till it died. Society has 
made all its advances by experiment. Italy, 
Switzerland (seventeen cantons), Holland, 
Saxony, Portugal, abolished the death pen- 
alty, but it has practically ceased in Belgium, 
Prussia, Bavaria, Denmark, and Sweden also. 
In all of those countries the abandonment’ of 


marked diminution of homicide. 


HER IDOLS. 


In no one 
of them would a proposal for its revival be 
entertained. In all of them a real numerical 
relation has been discovered between homi- 
cide and the abolition of the death penalty.” _ 


Tue Greek church, in its warfare with the 
porte, has just borrowed from the West and 
put into pernicious activity, says the Evening 
Post, an ecclesiastical weapon which has 
been obsolete since medieval times. It has 
declared a general interdict upon the Ottoman 
empire. An interdict may be defined as a 
general ecclesiastical strike. While it lasts, 
the churches are shut, the altars stripped, the 
bells silent; no offices are said, no sacraments 
are celebrated save baptism, the dead are not 
buried, and the whole country (so far as it is 
sensitiv to ecclesiastical censures) is made to 
feel that it lies under the wrath of God. It 
was a terrible weapon in its day, as Robert 
found it to be in France and Stephen and 
John in England; and if Henry VIII. and 
Elizabeth found little terror in it, it was be- 
cause its day was past even in their time. 
But, besides the grave fault of anachronism, 
the Holy Orthodox synod has, it would seem, 
fatally miscalculated its chances in another 
way. Turkey, from the religious point of 
view, resembles as little as possible the uni- 
formly Catholic France of the Middle Age. 
The Giaours of the Ottoman empire consti- 
tute, all told, not more than a third of its pop- 
ulation; and of this number only a third— 
that is, one-ninth of the whole population— 
are faithful orthodox. One can imagin how 
the caliph, the vicar of Mohammed, the com- 
mander of the True Believers, looks upon 
this Infidel minority, and with what consid- 


the penalty has been accompanied with & | eration he is likely to treat it. 
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Communications. 


The Human Soul. 


Most of the controversy, prejudice, and persecu- 
tions among religionists grows out of disagreements 
or misunderstanding upon the meaning of words. 

In ancient times there was more indifference and 
unconcern, more disregard of accuracy and less inter- 
est to know the precise definition of words than now. 
Our religious literature written so long ago is very 
vague and uncertain in what it teaches, or in convey- 
ing to the mind of the reader any assurance of what 
the writer thought or wished to express. The same 
substantiv is used by the same writer in a variety of 
connections and to express diverse meanings, leaving 
the reader forever in doubt as to the real thought. 

When this uncritical, reckless habit of writing and 
speaking is once established, it is copied and repeated 
till it becomes so popular and universal, that no one 
is expected to always understand an author. 

It is all conjecture, supposition, and belief. And 
to raise a question or demand the origin and pre- 
cise meaning of words, exposes one to the charge of 
skepticism. Take the word psyche, with which our 
Bible translators hav indulged in the unwarranted 
.freedom of making several different English words 
from it, with distinct thoughts. 

They use it indiscriminately for mind, life, soul, 
and spirit. They had inherited the vague pagan 
ideas, and they gave the various meanings to the 
original, to represent those superstitious concep- 
tions. i 

They stood at the head of the church, and of lit- 
erature, and had it all their own way. The people 
sought no redress, for they knew no better. 

We hear everybody now talking flippantly about 
the mind, the soul, the life, and the spirit, as though 
they think they know what they are saying, or what 
they mean. Some will attempt to define precisely 
what each word means, a thing which the inventors 
themselvs never could agree upon, or were able 
to do. i 

These words, in reality, formerly only represented 
the different phases of the same and but one thing. 

The soul simply means the life, and the mind is 
but the cultured development of that life; and the 
spirit means the earnestness and fervor of the life. 
Yet theologians will build up fanciful theories out 
of the different meanings they violently force into 
eae which the superstructure of their religion 
is built. f 

And the people are required to say amen to them, 
unless they are willing to risk the loss of this soul 
or spirit. 

Words as the vehicle of thought hava vast and 
terrific influence for good or evil over human 
destiny. 

Through them we express what we think, feel, and 
intend—our motive, desires, designs, our hopes and 
wishes, not only in relation to ourselves, but in regard 
to others. Whether truly or erroneously expressed, 
whether understood or otherwise, is of the most 
serious moment to us all. 

Immeasurable evils hav grown out of our mis- 
understandings, our heedlessness or incapacity, when 
we speak, in not saying what we mean. Or, by this 
looseness in language, the uncritical and unsuspect- 
ing are by the villain or hypocrit purposely deceived, 
imposed upon, and outraged. In civil diplomacy 
this duplicity has led to frightful wars and upheavals 
in society. 

In religion, it has invented the guillotin, the rack, 
and gibbet. 

In social life it has given rise to vituperation, 
scandal, and gossip; in the family to domestic ills 
and miseries incalculable. With the very best 
understanding and use of words, false impressions 
and apprehensions are often impossible. 

How important it is for those engaged in philo- 
logical studies and work to be precise and definit in 
preparing and interpreting a language for a people ! 

Misuse, perversions, end corruptions will neces- 
sarily, unavoidably, and almost insensibly become 
fastened on to a language, and our interests should 
impel us to the utmost care to guard against them. 

In tracing this word psyche or its synonyms 
back to the use made of it by the Greeks in connec- 
tion with their mythology and to the use made of it 
by the Hellenic or Grecian Jews, we can get a better 
estimate of its objects then, and contrast them with 
its present multiform uses. 

Our religious literature as found in the New Tes- 
tament is mainly a compound of the Chaldean, As- 
syrian, Hebrew, and the Greek Ohristian faith. 
Modern scholars and students of religion admit this, 
but not a few of them seem blind or insensible to 
the vast contro] these ancient mythologies and theol- 
ogies exercise over modern religious thought. How 
dependent our creeds and. metaphysical speculations, 
all our ideas of religion, of God, of the soul, and 
future rewards and punishments, are on the crude 
vagaries and theologic speculations of these semi- 
barbaric, unscientific, romantic, and visionary an- 
cients. Our mythologie, Roman, and semi.civilizad 


| ancestors of Europe accepted the literature and wis- 


dom of the Greeks as the very highest authority for 
intelligence in the mysteries of divine truth. To 
them it was oracular, a sort of divine revelation, and 
they hav strenuously labored to impress on society 
and all posterity their own estimate of its sublime 
authenticity, and the unquestioning, unreasoning 
multitude, priests and people, hav meekly and cred- 
ulously accepted it, and in their turn are doing what 
they can to transmit it to their successors. 

Our religion, or theory of God, the soul and its 
salvation, is based on the ancient systems of astron- 
omy and geography. They were the foundation of 
our religion; now that these systems are exploded 
and demolished, cur religion is a superstructure 
without foundation. It had a kind of a literal or 
nominal basis once, but now that it is destroyed it 
remains a theory suspended in the air, with nothing 
to rest upon or to support it—as the visionary 
structure it is—but the imagination and the devo- 
tion men bestowed upon it when they thought it was 
a reality. 

The Hebrews and Chaldeans had their starry 
heavens, the abode of their heavenly father; and 
their bottomless pit—their volcanic crater—as the 
abode of the enemy, or evil one, or devil. 

The Greeks had their Olympus and their hades 
a8 the abode of their gods and demons, their Jupiter 
and Vulcan. Their songs of the amours and hero. 
ism of the demons of the departed, helped to make 
our theories of the soul and its salvation. 

The phrase, “salvation of the soul," means what 
you please to make it, or it means nothing, just as 
you like it. So that it is without force, worth, or 
significance. The late revisers of the New Testa- 
ment illustrate this in changing one verse, in order 
to make sense of what had been doubtful or with- 
out meaning—“ For what is a man profited if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own life?’ 
—not soul. This is a very appropriate question to 
ask the man who is killing himself to accumulate 
wealth, and dies with the exhaustion of amassing it, 
What profit does he gain? In the common version 
it reads, “and lose his own soul” If soul means 
something different from “life,” then the text is 
quite obscure, or is without meaning—has no lesson 
in it, has no application, and is without value. If 
the translators designed, by using the word “soul,” 
to frighten and restrain people who were trying to 
* gain the whole world,” with the belief that when 
they should die the soul, or their other self, 
might be lost in endless perdition, then they used 
the word soul in a false or fraudulent sense, with the 
motiv and design of deceiving their readers. They 
put a new and fearful meaning of their own making 
to it, to accomplish their sinister purposes—to sub- 
jsct the people and get control over them through 
jugglery and dishonest means. As all these words, 
mind, soul, spirit, life, mean but the one and same 
thing, wherever the translators hav used the word 
soul to mean something different than simply the 
life, they hav either purposely, or ignorantly, mis- 
represented the facts and truth—hav misled and 
deceived the reader. 

“ The soul that sinneth it shall die” simply means, 
the man that liveth aud commits the sin is the one 
who shall be punished, and if the law defines his 
sin a8 worthy of death, he must die, and not some 
one else die for him. The revisers in the New Ver- 
sion hav changed the word soul to life in other texts. 
In some passages, to please the bigoted reader, they 
leave it optional whether soul or life be used, by in- 
serting in the margin, “ Or life,” for soul, in the text. 
In other places the construction of the sentence was 
such as not to admit the change of soul for life, and 
these they hav let alone rather than change the 
structure of the sentence and violate a promis they 
had made to alter the text as little as possible in re- 
vising it. The revisers evidently felt embarrassed 
between their obligations of fidelity to the sense and 
meaning of the originals and to their pledges to 
make as few changes as possible, and only when the 
sense demanded or required them. But the changes 
in the word soul were all in the direction of making 
it mean simply “life,” and to read so in the text, 
showing that the more modern and popular defini- 
tion of the clergy—that it is a part of the human 
being which will survive after death, and be subject 
to joy or misery—was not the teaching of the orig- 
inal scripture, and where the text seems to teach such 
a belief, it is the work of the copyist or translator j 
it is an interpolation or a false construction. 

In connection with the priestly, pagan doctrin of 
the soul being an entity of eternal duration, much of 
the context of the New Testament had to be changed 
to correspond. The words “ eternal,” « everlasting,” 
were introduced to express the terms of the new 
faith. Biblical scholars tell us they did not mean 
originally the sense we ascribe to them. They did 
not and should not now mean endless duration. 
They simply meant the full term or complete life of 
man; the whole, full, entire life, as long as ever it 
should last, means everlasting. 

This theologic or church definition of the word 
soul, introduced and enforced by the semi-pagan 

: clergy of the early Christian ages, was gradually as- 


sented to and adopted by religious teachers and 
writers till it finally received general approval, and 
became popular in religious literature. 

During the Dark Ages, when intellectual cultura 
was not simply neglected for the people, but was 
condemned and forbidden, and the clergy themselves 
were 80 illiterate that many of them could neither 
read or write, the spirit of inquiry and criticism was 
almost extinct. The Roman church then dictated 
religion to nearly all Europe. Its edicts and decrees 
were easily enforced on the credulous, ignorant 
masses. Its definitions, doctrins, and dogmas were 
implicitly accepted as the unquestioned revelations 
of the divine will made to the church. 

During these thousand years of mental darkness 
and unreasoning faith, the interpretations of the 
church were the only umpire and criterion of truth. 
How natural, easy, and irresistible it would be for 
any definition or meaning to become permanently 
fixed and to remain so to the general publie in all 
subsequent ages. There would seem to be no alter- 
nativ. Science or philological criticism might detect 
and expose the imposition, but it would be to little 
purpose, for the multitude, long addicted to the 
error, with all their literature and traditions, their 
prejudices and religious feelings, in its favor, would 
much prefer to continue in it than to consent to hav 
it corrected. 

If we could be induced to surrender the erroneous 
opinions thus fastened on us through the darkest 
period of the Roman church and return to the ear- 
lier meaning of the word soul, as the late revisers of 
the New Testament hav done, in thus substituting 
“life” for it wherever they could—that is, return to 
use it in its more original and primitiv true sense— 
what a burden of error and misery would be lifted 
from the religious world! What a load of expendi- 
ture, waste, and grief it has ixflicted upon us! If 
what has been sacrificed and expended to save the 
souls of men had been wisely devoted to properly 
saving and cherishing their “life,” their whole lives 
in the broadest, fullest sense, the world might be a 
paradise. 

The salvation of the moral and spiritual lives of 
men in this world was the great concern, the work 
and mission, of Jesus. “For he shall save his people 
from their sins." Such was the conviction of the 
writers of the gospels that this was his mission, 
that they represent him as restoring people from all 
kinds of maladies and even raising the dead to 
life. All he meant by saving the soul, was confined 
to saving the people in its best sense in this life. 
The only way to do it is to enlighten them. It is 
from a want of this light that so many souls or lives 
are blighted, blasted, and lost now among us, in the 
same sense and in the same way they were lost then. 

We are spending a vast amount of means to save 
our souls, in an orthodox sense, from a volcanic and 
for an Olympic abode. We hav left the religion of 
the ancient prophets and of Jesus, hav adopted the 
Babylonish astrology and the Greek mythology, be- 
cause our earlier teachers of religion had inherited 
and believed them, taught them, and transmitted to 
us through their writings their blind, childish super- 
stitions, their senseless theories, their vague and 
visionary speculations, that were prevalent and pop- 
ular among the heathen and themselvs at that darker 
period of the world’s history. These ancient viewa 
prevail throughout Ohristendom now, and they hav 
designedly been perpetuated by mistranslation and 
misapplication of the few words that it was necessary 
to change for that special purpose. 

It is well known that all the barbarian provinces, 
kingdoms, and peoples composing the Roman empire 
had their separate gods or divinities, and they attrib- 
uted the phenomena and unaccountable, frightful 
occurrences and mysteries that were transpiring to 
invisible agencies—the gnomes, lares, manes, and to 
their supernal or infernal deities, and their idol wor- 
ship in connection with their faiths. 

After the civil and ecclesiastical power became 
united under Constantine the Great, the fury and 
rage of the church was to flood the empire with mis- 
sionaries, to proselyte these heathen. To make it a 
success the ghost or soul theory, then popular with 
these heather, with their miracles and pagan myste- 
ries, were adopted by the missionaries, so that it 
really required but little change for a heathen to 
become a Christian. In this way Christianity became 
paganized—a superstition. 

There is nothing more clear in history, church 
and civil, than these unabated and enthusiastic efforts 
to convert the heathen, or rather, to enroll them in 


-the church wes the ambition and hope of the mis- 


sionary. The Obhristian religion, then, to these 
saints was anything or nothing; its advocates and 
propagandists were gracious, pliant, and obliging— 
were literally “all things to all men,” to gain some, 
and they hav given us a religion and Bible manufact- 
ured, manipulated, and constructed to entrap the 
barbarian Infidel from the heathen to the Christian 
idolatry. These relics of encient barbarism hav 
come down to us to accept as representing a faith 
and a religion we must implicitly adopt, at the peril 
of the divine wrath and the salvation of our “ souls.” 

I insist, on the authority of the late revisers of the 
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New Testament—who were evidently the most capa- 
bie of all expounders and interpreters of the Greek 
text—that the earlier copies of the Greek scriptures 
were comparativly clear of the anomalies, absurdities, 
-of our present English version. They tell us the 
miracies, or thaumaturgic acts, there recorded were 
not in one instance associated with the name of 
Joshua ór Jesus in these early copies; that the 
words Lord and God should not hav been in the 
Bible; that the Lord should be teacher; God, Elo- 
him ; and the proper meaning of Satan was worthlese- 
ness, and not the prince of hell. 

The word “damnation ” in the Bible, they tell us, 
is a forgery. It should hav been “judgment.” 
The word “ Christ” should hav been “anointed.” 
While fidelity required that many more important 
changes should be made, they were pledged by their 
“rules” not to make them. 

If the devotion of the church to the authorized 
copy with all its errors and ambiguities and supersti- 
tions had not been forbidden, the revised edition would 
hav been in harmony with the early Greek manu- 
scripts, more rational, consistent, and more in accord 
with science and advanced modern thought. 

The revision was commenced with the view not of 
perfecting the text, but for weakening that implicit 
faith in its present perfection, and in its coming to us 
as the “word of God,” that the way might be paved 
for an entire new translation, which Philip Schaff, 
D.D., chairman of the “American committee on 
revision,” declared at a public meeting in the Cooper 
Institute, New York, the people would be prepared 
for before fifty years hence. 

It is in the light of these revelations I maintain 
that these early teachers and writers were really 
wiser and better men than our version of the New 
Testament represents them in many of these cor- 
rupted paganized passages. 

Atheists and Infidels are either dishonest or unin- 
formed when they overlook the radical and ultra 
moral lessons and philosophic, ethical truths they 
taught, and see only the absurdities and errors that 
copyists hav forged, to quote, for the purpose of 
commenting on them to the disparagement both of 
the teachers and their lessons, to prejudice the 
ignorant masses and to embitter them against those 
who read and see many gems of thought in this 
ancient literature. T. E. LONGSHORE. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 1, 1890. 

—— 


The Maiden Smiled. 


He certainly used most remarkable gestures, and 
used them with a freedom that very much surprised 
young Mr. Leonard, until that youth happened to 
haltingly think that a Chinaman was an oriental and 
that the orientals are born gesture-makers. 

He was unusually tall for a Chinaman, and unusu- 
ally gaunt, too, and as he threw up his long arms to 
emphasize some particular statement, the heavy jade 
bangles slipped down over his elbows; while, when 
he lowered his arms again, he had to spread out his 
fingers to keep the stone bracelets from falling to 
the floor. Now he would poise his left hand, palm 
up, in the air, and would dart his right hand in and 
out of this, the fingers all bunched to a point, as 
though it were some bird of prey swooping down on 
its quarry. At another time, he would drop both 
these nervous hands to the farthest limits of arm’s- 
reach, scoop up an invisible something, and then, 
lifting this head-high, would scatter it to the four 
winds, with a tornado motion of body and limbs 
that was very effectiv. 

The play of his facial features was quite as re- 
markable. Like so many of his countrymen, he was 
deeply pitted with small-pox, but, unlike most of his 
countrymen, his eyes were large, though obliquely 
set, and full of fire. His neck was long and pliant 
as a snake, and indeed, when he threw back his head, 
openéd his mouth until the corners ran up to the 
cheek-bones, and shot out a flash of light from under 
his half-shut lids, there was something quite ophid- 

' jan in his appearance. 

That young Mr. Leonard in his little surreptitious 
ramble through Ohinatown was at first attracted by 
the gestures and Boanergian voice of the Chinaman, 
there is no doubt, but after a few moments had 
passed, his attention was drawn to another of the 
group of which the orator was the center. There 
were six of them in this group, sprawled about the 
little gloomy store, in which nothing particular 
seemed to be sold. Five of them were men and the 
sixth was a woman, or girl, or child, young Mr. 
Leonard could not exactly say which.  Auyway, 
whatever her age may hav been, she was as pretty 
as a peach—or rather a8 a nectarine, for, like that 
fruit, she was small and round and plump and juicy ; 
like it, her skin was smooth and yellowish brown, 
with red splashes here and there ; and she—still like 
the fruit—no doubt looked to be a good deal better 
than she really was. Her hair was starched out on 
each side of her head like a black butterfly's wings, 
and was twisted into a bar behind that looked like 
the handle of a black teapot. This general gloomi- 
ness of head-gear was, however, relieved by sundry 
little paper chrysanthemums stuck here and there, 


while in the thickness of the tea-pot handle there 
were two gold skewers, set up like a St. Andrew’s 
cross. Her hair was drawn back in front from a low 
but intelligent forehead, underneath which glittered 
9 pair of mischievous eyes. The nose was a snub, 
the mouth was quite pretty and provoking, and chin 
and cheeks and neck were smooth and round. Down 
below her trousers—dark purple, like her blouse— 
showed two plump ankles covered with fine white 
socks; and beneath these were two tiny feet—natur- 
ally tiny—incased in shoes of light apple.green, with 
high, white soles running down to a point from toe 
and heel like the lines of a sampan. 

. The trick of finding out that a young man is look- 
ing at her is not confined to the Caucasian girl, and 
two minutes had not passed before little Quang Loo 
began to preen and perk. 

She accepted a conical cigaret which one of the 
Chinamen offered her, throwing out a deprecatory 
glance at young Mr. Leonard as she did go, as 
though asking excuse for the mannish custom, and 
pulling back her loose sleeves—there seemed to be 

ve or six of them—showed a dimpled arm that was 
altogether feminin. There followed coy looks in 
the shelter of a big red-silk handkerchief ; roguish 
smiles half hidden by a veil of very queer-smelling 
tobacco-smoke, until, almost before he knew it, young 
Mr. Leonard was deep in the midst of a first-class 
flirtation with a third-class heathen. 

The experience was one that made young Mr. 
Leonard tingle clear down to the tips of his brilliant 
yellow gloves and that made him flush so that his 
spectacles actually got dewy. It was the first time 
he had ever done such a thing, and he trembled with 
8 delicious fever of joyful fright to think of what he 
would do if ever his mamma should find out what he 
was about. 

He and his mamma were Boston people, quite rich 
and undoubtedly superior. She was a widow and 
this was her only son, her “mother’s boy." He had 
been brought up like a pet lamb, and like that festiv 
young creature was very innocent and very weak— 
and he looked it. Though now nearly twenty, his 
mamma still called him Baby, and so did nearly 
everybody else for the matter of that. She would 
hav kept him in knickerbockers if she could possibly 
hav done so, but even young Mr. Leonard’s mild 
spirit rebelled at this and he insisted on clothing his 
flaccid little self in the rig of the ultra-anglomaniacs. 
On those rare occasions on which mamma allowed 
him to stray from under her maternal eye, her part- 
ing injunction invariably was, “Now, Baby, be sure 
you don’t get into mischief,” and here he was getting 
into the very worst description of that article. 

He had passed the handkerchief phase and had 
arrived at that desperate state where he was slyly 
feeling in his pocket for s visiting-card, when in one 
of the gestureful Chinaman’s comprehensiv sweeps 
of arms and vision, the celestial saw what was going 
on. For a moment his hands hung suspended, then 
they dropped with a thwack on two bony knees, 
while he shot out a few gutturals to his companions. 
These looked quickly and sharply out of the little 
store-window and up and down the street, and then, 
at some more gutturals from the tall Chinaman, they 
slipped out and closed swiftly around the startled 
youth. Before he knew what had happened, young 
Mr. Leonard found himself inside the store, sitting 
down beside the little Chinese girl—much closer 
than he had ever dared to imagin, and the six Ohina- 
men so thickly grouped about him that he was hid- 
den behind them as by a wall—a little wall of China, 
in fact. With childlike confidence and affection the 
maiden put her right arm around his waist and kept 
it there with a vigor that was quite surprising, while 
she brought her left hand, holding the big red-silk 
handkerchief, so closely up to young Mr. Leonard’s 
mouth that he could only talk in a sort of mumbled 
undertone. Immediately in front of him towered 
the tall Chinaman, and in the Chinaman’s hand was 
a huge revolver. 

* You wan’ buy that lill gel?” inquired this mon- 
ster, working the revolver around until its muzzle 
looked like a revolving disk in an experiment in 
hypnotism. 

* Good gwacious, no!” young Mr.. Leonard was 
understood to stammer. 

‘Wha’ for then you tly mashee heh!” 

“Good gwacious!” stammered the youth again, 
and there stuck, feeling very much as if he would 
like to cry. 

* Lookee heah, you dam fellah,” said the Ohina- 
man, throwing open his mouth as though he was 
going to swallow his victim ; “me, Quong Ah Wok, 
baddest highbindeh San Flancisco. Sixteen man-boy 
like you "—ticking them off on his fingers with the 
pistol.barrel—^ I kill already this week. Now I kill 
you, too, ’less you buy this lill gel or giv me hund'ed 
dollah." 

“T havn’t got as much money with me," moaned 
young Mr. Leonard. 

“How much you got?" persisted Ah Wok. 

“Only about fifty-three dollars and some odd 
cents, don't-cher-know," chattered the victim behind 
the red: silk handkerchief. f 

“Lemme hav all you got—dam quick,” said the 


terrible Ah Wok, playfully poking the revolver in his 
victims vest-pocket. : 

Young Mr. Leonard lost no time in handing over 
his coin and bills, though the operation left his purse 
a8 limp as his legs. 

“Now, then,” said Ah Wok, with a combined 
movement of the head, body, and arms that made 
him look like a gigantic crane about to take flight— 
“now, then, young fellah, you skippee heap fifi; 
and, lookee heah, you no say no word anyone, or I 
come—we all come—kill you in your lill bed.” 

Young Mr. Leonard wanted no further permission, 
and the encircling arm of the maiden being released, 
he tottered out and did not stop tottering until he 
had reached the hotel. There he half frightened 
mamma to death by his ghastliness, but he attributed 
it to “climbing so many bweastly hills,” and after 
lying down for an hour or two, with a bottle of 
gmelling-salts to his nose, he was again able to stand 
on his feet and face the wicked world. 
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The next day was Sunday, and young Mr. Leonard 
and his mamma wenf to the First Bapterian church, 
that being the sect of which the Leonards had 
always been strong supporters. Mrs. Leonard’s 
devotions were considerably interfered with by the 
haunting suspicion that she knew the bonnet in front 
of her, and sure enough when its wearer happened 
to turn round to see the singers, who should it be 
but Mrs. Todhunter, also of Boston. 

“Stay after service, my dear,” whispered Mrs. 
Todhunter, during one of the hymns; * we're going 
to hav a treat—converted Chinese.” 

All the missionary zeal of ths New Englander 
was stirred at this hint, and they stayed. The first 
part in the appendix to the service was & Chinese 
Sunday-school, and young Mr. Leonard did not seem 
to be half as charmed by the services as his mother 
had expected him to be; indeed, it was all he could 
do to keep from sneaking out of the pew, or lying 
down in it under plea of being poorly. 

He heard the devout heathen singing some hor- 
rible travesty of dear old “ Rousseau’s Dream” with 
all the vigor and tunefulness of a blacksmith’s bel- 
lows, and then he heard a resonant, crackly voice, at 
sound of which his heart melted like wax within 
him. He glanced fearfully up. There was no mis- 
taking that ophidian head and those free gestures 
—it was Quong Ah Wok, the prince of highbinders. 

He was telling the story of his conversion, of his 
being brought out of the darkness and confusion of 
ancient Confucianism into the perfect clearness of 
new Bapterianism, and telling it with a redundancy 
of picturesque action which young Mr. Leonard 
knew only too well. 

"And now me cl-lean!” cried the convert with a 
fountain-like movement of the hands from the chest 
upward and outward; “all same cl-lean like snow, 
while you, pool sinnels, black like Melican man’s 
shoe. Come be clean, come be white, then all go 
heaven, sing, sing, sing fo-levah—amen.” 

To say that young Mr. Leonard was amazed is 
but faintly to express his condition. He was simply . 
stupefied, and it was in this stupor that he somehow 
knew his mamma was taking him by the arm and lead- 
ing him up to the pulpit platform to shake handa 
with the converted Ah Wok. 

* So charmed,” he heard his mamma say, and then 
he felt his hand seized in a bony paw; a few quick, 
low gutturals were spoken, and then there was a 
thin giggle. 

He looked up perforce, and there, sitting in sweet 
demureness, was the little Chinese maiden. 

“This my niece, also one Clistian gel," said Ah 
Wok, with a fearful working of his mobil jaws and 
lowering of his lids; * you please shake hands wif 
lill Clistian gel." 

Young Mr. Leonard put out a moist, quivering 
hand and felt it gently tickled in the palm. He 
ventured a timid glance from the corner of his eyes 
and met one as full of mischief as is & monkey: e 
thought of celestial wile, of his fifty-three dollars, 
and sighed ; 

And the maiden smiled.— Zhomas J. Vivian in 
the Argonaut. 
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Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of Moral- 
ists, at Hannibal, MO. for October, 1890. 


SEORETARY’S REPORT. 


During the month eighteen membership certificates were 
issued, making a total of 1,198 members. The new mem- 
bers are from Ohio, California, Missouri, New York, Vir- 
ginia, Indian Territory, Scotland, and Trinidad Island, W. I. 

F. H. Rav, Secretary. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance from September report 
W. C. Jacobs, S. D 
Mrs. 8. Richerter, Kan.......... enn 
Jacob Miller, Ill.................. enn 
For constitutions......... eere 


Total.... D 
Expended............. e eee mnm enn $4 25 


PPUTUTIT ITIP TTR) 


$105 80 
A. R. Ayres, Treasurer. 


Hannibal, Mo. 
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The American Secular Pinion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


BOARD or DIREoTORS. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, President, 305 8d ave., Asbury Park, N. J. 
E B. Foor, JR., Vice-President, 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 
. B. WAKEMAN, Vice-President, 93 Nassau street, New York city. 
T Morais Pagor, Vice-President, . . Philadelphia, Pa. 


O. BENTLEY, Vice-President, .  .  .  . Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ina C. ORADDOCK, Secretary, Philadelphia; Pa. 
F. O. MENDE, Treasurer, Ma E . Philadelphia, Pa. 
ConnESPoNpiNG SECRETARY, Ida O. Oraddock; Broad and Columbia 


ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 4 
TREASURER, F. O. Mende: . 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Speeial Call for Guarantee Fund. 


The Congress of the American Secular Union, re- 
cently held a& Portsmouth, O., directed the officers to 
make, through the Liberal papers, a call upon our 
friends for the pledge of $5,000 to enlarge and carry 
forward the work of the society. This money is 
needed to sustain the business of the general office 
in Philadelphia, and to pay the salaries and traveling 
expences of at least two field secretaries, who shall 
go out to organize auxiliary societies and otherwise 
labor to promote the cause. 

That this is an important movement in the right 
direction, must be obvious to all. Never was a time 
when the work of our sosiety was So much in de- 
mand; sud our one need is the money to carry on 
that work. Will our friends respond to this call lib- 
erally and at once, that we may know what to depend 
upon? : 

The president, besides his gratuitous daily work in. 
behalf of the society, offers to be one of twenty to 
contribute $100 each for this object. Will nineteen 
others respond to this proposition a5 once? 

How many can pledge $50, $25, $10, $5, $1? 
Let every friend of the cause inform us as soon as 
possible what he or she is willing to pledge. 

Let all Liberal societies, whether auxiliary or not, 
take up this matter promptly, and inform us what 
they are willing to do. 

The pledges will be published in Tue Trura 
Serxer, Investigator, Freethought, and Secular 
Thought, exch month. It is understood that the 
subscriptions may be paid during the coming year at 
the convenience of the subscribers, and, if desired, 
in instalments. All responses to this cnl] should be 
addressed to the corresponding secretary. 

We see no reason why the sum named should not 
be secured by pledges within thirty days. 

R. B. Wesreroox, President. 
F. C. Menpe, Treasurer. 
Ipa C. Cnappoox, Corr. Sec. 

Office S. E. cor. Broad and Columbia avenue, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 11, 1890. 
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Where Shall We Hay the Next Congress? 


The Portsmouth Congress of the American Secu- 
lar Union was a success in every sense of the word. 
Prominent Liberal speakers, first-class music and 
plenty of it, furnished without cost to us -by the 
local auxiliary, and a large attendance, both of Lib- 
erals and of outsiders, noi only from Portsmouth 
but also from the surrounding country and from the 
cities of Oolumbus, Cincinnati, Chicago, etc., made 
this assemblage of our people one long to be remem- 
bered. 

The excellent music rendered at all our meetings, 
through the kindly foresight of the Portsmouth Sec- 
ular Union, deserves our special thanks. Official 
“thrones might totter,’ Secular discussion wax 
wrathful or wane to a peaceful sunset, but the tal- 
ented pianist, Miss Sarah Sievens, was sure to be on 
hand to soothe with her harmoniés.. Then there 
was the welcome trio of guitarists, Messrs. Adams, 
Rice, and Kennedy, with the mandolinist Charles 
Miller and the violinist Abe White, who were certain 
of an encore; and the well-trained colored jubilee 
singers, Messrs. Shumake, Haley, Woods, and Robin- 
son. But the field day of the Congress (a “Field” 
day in more senses than one) was Sunday, when Al. G. 
Field, with his minstrel troupe, entertained us with 
music in the intervals of the speaking. During the 
afternoon and evening the house was packed, not 
only with the Portsmouth people, but also with 
visitors brought thither by excursion trains, so that 
our Secularist friends were glad to avail themselvs 
of the invitation to occupy seats on the stage, while 
listening to the speakers and to the splendid music 
given us by Mr. Field’s band. 

We can congratulate ourselys on having made so 
good an impression upon the people of Portsmouth, 
that the local auxiliary hav already applied to hav 
us next year. But, when we reflect upon the noble 
work which this little band of Secularists hav already 
done in raising the $500 which they pledged toward 
the expenses, and upon their many kindnesses to us 
in other directions, it seems unfair to trespass upon 
the hospitality of these generous people two years 
in succession. We think it is time for some other 
city to invite us. 

What auxiliary will step forward and pledge an 
equal amount ($500) for the expenses of next year’s 
congress in their city? If this young, six-months- 

old auxiliary of Portsmouth can do as splendidly as 
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it has done, surely some of our older auxiliaries 
ought to do at least as well, if not better. Come, 
friends, what do you say? Auxiliaries to the front, 
and let ua hear from you promptly ! 
Ipa O. Ozaprocz, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 17, 1890. 


Ee 
The War is On. 


Our late Congress left me sore and tired. But at 
this writing I am in prime condition and again in the 
harness that I love so well to wear. 

The fanatics of the community are all torn up, and 
are engaged in the business that suits them best, 
viz., flying dirty lies. There is not much use in at- 
tempting to kill these traveling falsehoods, for if you 
succeed in carrying one of them to the tomb, a thou- 
sand others come to the burial. 

The first things that came after the Congress were 
a Ohristian newspaper writer hurling arrows of mal- 
ice at Miss Voltairine de Cleyre, an orthodox minis- 
ter inferring in a sermon that Secularists were brutes, 
and a deaf “doctor” propounding questions to 
Oharles Watts. I met these things in this way: 

Eprros BLADE: One of your reporters has seen fit to throw 
an arrow at the reputation of Miss Voltairine de Cleyre. He 
wrote like one who has a curbstone, cold and feelingless, 
beating in his bosom, instead of a heart filled with sympathy 
and love. The fact is, he threw his arrow without knowing 
the story of her life. He did not even inquire about it. Had 
he known she was raised in sad surroundings, that she had 
suffered untold cruelties and unwritten horrors—in fact, had 
he known ali the suffering she had experienced, the item he 
wrote would hav withered in his hand. In my opinion, Miss 
de Cleyre deserves credit, and lots of it. She is an orphan, 
and as auch bas educated herself. and is making an honest 
living by the magic of her brain and voice. 

Dr. J. B. Carter has rushed into print with a question to 
Chas. Watts. As everybody knows, the doctor is hard of 
hearing; that accounts for his asking the questions he does. 
Watts answered it, and so did several others. I will not re- 
peat. If Mr. Watts sees fit he can. 


The next move made by the fanatics was to secure 
the locking of the doors of our meeting-hall against 
us. The local auxiliary met all the same and passed 
ringing resolutions. The Portsmouth Blade spoke 
of the affair and the resolutions as follows: 


Grand Army Hall was closed against the Portsmouth Secu- 
lar Union last night. This did not seem to dampen their 
&rdor or their energy in any respect, for they held an enthu- 
Biastic meeting in the store-room of J. L. Treuthart, passing 
resolutions relativ to the hall matter and transacting other 
business of minor importance. The resolutions as adopted 


are: 

Wnrergas, The Portsmouth branch of tbe American Sec- 
ular Union obtained from the trustees of Bailey post, G. A. 
R., their consent to hold a meeting of their said branch in 
Grand Army Hall on the evening of Sunday, November 9th ; 
and, 

Wuergas, The adjutant of the post, James Ricker, and 
its commander, William Whitney, without any action on the 

art of Bailey post or its officers, other than themselvs, re- 

used to permit the said branch to occupy the hall, as had 
been previously agreed upon, be it therefore 

-Resolved, That we respectfully call the attention of Bailey 
post to this matter and ask its consideration thereof— 
whether they approve or disapprove of the same. 

Resolved, That we consider the action of the adjutant who 
wrote the order and signed the commander’s name thereto, 
as an act of discourtesy, which we cannot pass without 
notice. Having the highest regard for the Grand Army—a 
patriotic body of old soldiers and good citizens—we wish it 
understood that we ask nothing of them that wil in any 
way injure them or their cause; but having heretofore been 
Shown by them courtesy and kindness, we were not pre- 
pared for the disappointment to which we were subjected. 

Resolved, That & copy of these resolutions be submitted to 
Bailey post for its future consideration. 


In order to show that the local Secularists are not 


Such bad, bad men, I wrote the appended article for 
the Blade: 


Epıror BLADE: The hand of oppression is raised against 
the Portsmouth Secular Union. Its members are accused by 
people and by press with being Anarchists and the vilest of 
the vile. At our reputation filth i8 being thrown, and those 
engaged therein seem as ‘‘sewers into which hav been 
emptied all the slops of hell.” And yet what has been said 
by voice and print I applaud, for the reason that it echoes 
free speech and free press. I take it for what it is worth, 
and no more. 

. As a fact, the members of the Portsmouth Secular Union 
are American citizens, aiming to do that which is right and 
just, not only to themselvs but to others. We are not An- 
archists, and do not favor Anarchy. The Secular Union is 
not given to any particular belief or unbelief. It advocates 
nine propositions—propositions strictly American, and ring- 
ing with common sense. 

Now a few words regarding G. A. R. Hall. When first 
we organized we secured that hall for our meeting.place. 
There were other and cheaper halls on the market, but we 
unanimously chose Grand Army Hall. And for these 
reasous : 

First, It is a temple sacred to the principles for which we 
contend, that is to say, principles fundamental with our gov- 
ernment, 

Secondly, We desired to place money in the treasury of an 
organization similar in so many respects to our own—an 
organization contending for the same principles and admir- 
ing the same men. 

Thirdly, we wished to show respect to the soldiers of our 
organization. They are the leaders of the same, and most of 
them members of Bailey post. Others of our members were 
identified with the Abolition movement and covered them- 
selvs with honor and glory. : 

The opposition that has sprung up in the ranks of Bailey 
post and the Bailey Relief Corps is of recent birth, and 
comes from only a few. Certain members of the post 
threatened to do this and do that, and ladies of the Relief 
Corps, it is said, threatened to pass resolutions of indignation 
and vacate the hall if the Portsmouth Secular Union were 
allowed to longer meet therein. A verdict on the action of 


these certain ones I do not intend to pass; I leave that for 
the people and to the people. Our Union, having heard of 
the threats being made, decided to proceed in an orderly and 
peaceable manner. The program was to meet in G. A. R. 
Hall Sunday evening, November 9th, for the last time. Had 
we been allowed the privilege of so assembling we would 
hav said in resolutions prepared: ‘Rather than shatter the 
harmony that exists in the ranks of the post and the relief 
corps, rather than cause dissension and strife, we will, like 
the Arab of the desert, ‘fold our tents and quietly move 
away." But we were not allowed this privilege, owing to 
the arbitrary action of Adjutant Ricker and Commander 
Whitney. , . 

Now, the people who scandalize and traduce us we pity. 
They know not what they do. But we are their friends. 
We shall ever applaud the good they do and keep on flght- 
ing for the liberty of themselvs and their posterity. We 
condemn not a soul, nor harbor a hard feeling. We stand 
on humanity's broad platform working for the protection 
and maintenance of the rights of soldier and citizen, friend 
and foe. Inthe Grand Army of the Republic and the Ladies’ 
Relief Corps, as organizations, we recognize two of the main 
supports of the grand fabric of the American government. 
** With thankfulness we remember every sacrifice made by 
this nation for liberty, every sacrifice made by every patriotic 
man and woman, and we shall ever in patriotic memory sit 
by the grave of every soldier and every brave army nurse, 
and crown them again and again with the crown of everlas!- 
ing honor.” 


William F. Whitney, commander of Bailey post, 
G. A. R, came next, through the columns of the 
Blade, in this wise: 


Eprrog Brane: I notice in your issue of the 10th a copy 
of certain resolutions passed by the Portsmouth branch of 
the American Secular Union at their meeting Sunday even- 
ing, condemning the action of myself and my adjutant, Mr. 
James W. Ricker, in refusing to allow G. A. R. Hall to be 
opened for their meeting on that evening. 

In reply I hav only to say the resolutions arc not based 
upon facts. Were such the case I should not answer them, 
and would leave the matter for the approval or disapproval 
of the post at its next meeting. In the first place I wish to 
say that the notice to the janitor was written by my order, 
the adjutant having no authority to issue an order of any 
kind except by my direction, and I assume the entire respon- 
sibility in that respect. 

In the second place the resolutions say the Union had 
** obtained from the trustees of Bailey post, G. A. R., their 
consent to hold a meeting in Grand Army Hall.” ThisIdeny. 
No consent was ever, to my knowledge, given for any meet- 
ing, either at that time or any other. I admit that the con- 
sent of two of the trustees had been obtained, but that is 
insufficient. Section 5, Article vii, by-laws of Bailey post, 
reads as follows: ‘‘The commander, adjutant, and thrce 
trustees, chosen at the annual meeting, shall constitute a 
board of trustees for the post. They shall investigate and 
approve or disapprove the bond of the quartermaster; make 
contracts for rent of hall, subject to confirmation of the 
post,” etc. 

Now, no contract had ever been agreed upon by the trus- 
tees, and no action had ever been taken by the post in the 
matter. The Union had been permitted the use of the hall 
by two members of the board of trustees, under promis that 
the attention of the post would be called to it, but it has 
never been done, and last week, when I was informed 
by the adjutant that another series of meetings was to beg'n 
Sunday evening, I instructed him to notify the janitor of the 
post not to open the hall, and as commander of the post I 
felt justified in making the order. But not desiring to be 
arbitrary about the matter I called upon the janitor Saturdt y 


'evening, and advised him that if thrce members of the board 


should consent to the meeting I would revoke my order, 
and giv him authority to open, notwithstanding I was op- 
posed to the organization. I think as a matter of courtesy 
all the members of the board of trustees should hav been 
consulted before consent of any kind was given for the use 
of the hall. As one of its members I was not, and as to Mr. 
Ricker, I am not. advised. 
Yery truly yours, Wu. F. Warrvey, 
Commander Bailey Post. 


I answered Mr. Whitney in the same paper, thus: 


You say our resolutions ** condemn the action of yourseif 
and Adjutant Ricker.” If that is true why do we submit 
the matter to Bailey post? Then you say ''the resolutions 
are not based on facts,” and in the very next line deny this 
by writing, ‘* were such the case I should uot answer them ” 
Do you not see that you affirm and deny at the same timc. 
Looked at in one way your words infer that you will not 
allow the resolutions to come before the post for considers- 
tion; in another way, that you will. 

In regard to the order served on the janitor I will say to 
you that in the form it is, the way it is written, and the way 
it is signed, it proves that the adjutant assumed the authority, 
which you admit he does not hav, and issued the same. 
Your assuming the ‘ responsibility” does not tend in the 
least to lift the matter from the shoulders of Mr. Ricker. 

You deny £n toto that we obtained from the trustees of 
Bailey post their consent to hold a meeting in G. A. R. Hall. 
Then you say no consent wasever given, so far as you know, 
and then again you admit that the consent of two of tbe 
trustees had been obtained. You quote part, and part only, 
of Section 5, Article vii, of Bailey post’s by-laws, of which 
this only is material: ‘‘ They (the trustees) shall make con- 
tracts for rent of ball, subject to confirmation of the post." 
You argue ‘‘that no contract has ever been agreed upon by 
the trustees, and no action had ever been taken by the post 
in the matter.” Did not Benj. Woods, a member of the 
Secular Union, and also a member of your post, bring the 
matter up at a post meeting? Did I not talk to you about it 
previous to Mr. Woods's application torent? Will you deny 
that Captain Millstead, Milton Barber, and Isaac Woodruff, 
hay been talked to on the same subject? Tow will you go 
ahout to disprove that the hall was not let to us? Did we 
not occupy it for a considerable length of time? Did we 
not pay $2 per week rent? Did not your collecting officer 
collect the same? Does not this paymont of money and 
the receipts therefor tend to establish a contract? And 
then if Section 5, Article vii, was being violated, how does 
it come you were so long in finding itout? In fact, hav you 
not violated this section yourself by letting the hall on 
your own responsibility ? 

Now, there can be no doubt that a contract was made 
between the trustees of Bailey pot and Benjamin Woods. 
The latter gentleman so reported to our body and the min- 
utes of the same show it. The contract, being made, was 
then ‘‘ subject to confirmation by the post ;" that is, if they 
(the trustees) deemed it optional, they could present it to 
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the members of the post for their approval or rejection. If 
not so presented and the contract entered into effect—the 
hall being occupied and the rent being paid—the very fact 
of the members of Bailey post acquiescing stood as prima 
facie evidence of confirmation. The part of Section 5, Arti- 

- ele vii, which you failed to quote, requires the trustees—and 
you are one ev ojficio—'‘ to report immediately to the post 
all bills audited, and to make a monthly report of all other 
business transacted by them." Did their monthly reports 
contain the statement that your hall was rented by the 
Portsmouth Secular Union? That said Union was prompt 
in paying the rent charged them ? 

Your visit to Janitor George on the Saturday evening you 
mention, and what you told him you would do, was detri- 
mental to the stand you had taken. You were ''to see 
three of the trustees, and if they gave consent you would 
let George know." Did you see them? Did you make any 
attempt to see them? You say you “are opposed to our 
organization.” That is your right and privilege, but this 
de not exempt you from honorable dealing, man with man, 

oes it? ] 

Adjutant Ricker, on being seen Monday morning, gave a 
different ‘‘ reason why" from what you hav given. Loyalty 
was the essence of his cry. He said ''the G. A. R. must 
beloyal; that the red flag of Anarchy had been waved at 
our congress; and that somebody had to do something.” 
He was then asked: ''Do you regard any member of the 
Secular Union as an Anarchist?" ‘' There is not an Anarch- 
ist among them,” was his reply. Aud he ended the conver- 
sation by saying the “ladies” were warmed up and pushing 
things, or something to that effect. 

In conclusion, I desire to quote one of the objects to be 
accomplished by the G. A. R. I take it from your by-laws. 
It is: ‘To encourage the spread of universal liberty, equal 
rights, and justice to all men.” On that plank stand firmly 
and steadfastly, and the Secular Union will never complain. 
We so stand for you. Will you for us? 


The evidence a8 given above, pro and con, will be 
presented to Bailey post at their regular meeting, 
Monday night, Nov. 17, 1890. 

There is fun shead. In the mean time we will 
meet in the rooms of Veterans’ Temple, a three-story 
structure with janitor and all conveniences. The 
fathers, don’t you see, locked us out and the sons 
took us in. Therefore sing praises unto the sons, 
and a slice, now and then, unto the “ dads.” 


In conclusion, I desire to call attention to J. E. 
Valjean, the brava and fearless editor of the Ports- 
mouth Blade. I say brave, because he expresses his 
honest thoughts. He is not owned, and the blood 
of the caterer to popular things because they are 
popular, does not course his veins. He is for us and 
with us in the main. Ho givs the space of his paper 
to arguments for and against our principles, and fre- 
quently speaks editorially, and favorably so, of us. 
I like him, and so do all who know him. At a future 
time I will describe a scene in which he was the 
principal actor, taking the part of Secularism elo- 
quently and superbly. Wit S. ÅNDBES. 


eo ——— ———— 
Are the Police Blackmailers ? 


Rev. Howanp Crospy, Dear Sir: The statement 
relativ to police blackmailing, recently attributed to 
you, loses none of its importance by your equivocal 
disclaimer printed in last Sunday's papers. What- 
ever you really said is of little consequence, but it is 
of immense consequence that public attention is 
called pointedly by some emphatic assertion to the 
subject-matter of your alleged remarks. 

It has been common rumor, an open secret, under- 
stood by all men about town for years, that the 
police derived illicit revenue from prostitutes, liquor 
dealers, and gamblers.. I heard such rumors when 
a schoolboy, thirty years ago, and hav heard them 
from time to time since. During the Henry George 
campaign, speakers from the platform frequently 
denounced the police as “ pensioners of the presti- 
tutes.” With no means of positiv proof I hav al- 
ways believed that the police levy contributions 
upon these classes, and I am certain that that belief 
is very general among the citizens of New York. 
My belief finds confirmation in the fact that with 
almost unlimited legal and usurped powers to en- 
force the laws against these classes, if there were 
any honest disposition to enforce the laws, the pros- 
titutes, liquor dealers, and gamblers are still a very 
large and thriving part of our population. 

My belief also finds confirmation in the spasmodic 
brutal attacks which the police make, from time to 
time, upon the friendless women, arresting them for 
street walking, as if women had no right to walk in 
the streets. While scores of unfortunate women 
walk the streets nightly, police zeal is sometimes so 
excessiv that we hav reports of virtuous women hay- 
ing been arrested and imprisoned upon this frivo- 
lous charge. I hav procured drinks enough in New 
York bar-rooms during Sundays, and forbidden 
hours, to hav very decided convictions upon the 
efficiency and honesty of police supervision of liquor 
sellers, and I see that, notwithstanding occasional 
terrific raids upon gamblers, there are always plenty 
left over to make the victims of new raids, and 
that, while a great cry goes forth that gambling is 
suppressed, houses, generally reputed to be 
gambling-houses, and which certain evidences con- 
vince me are such, hav existed for years in the 
neighborhood of the large hotels. 

Furthermore, my belief is confirmed by seeing the 
efforts of the police commissioners to defeat the law 
providing for matrons in police stations, a iaw which 
the ordinary dictates of humanity would move them 


to carry out promptly, were there not at work con- 
siderations more powerful. 

You, sir, are president of a conspicuous society 
which has adopted the high-sounding, but, I fear, 
misleading name of “The Society for the Prevention 
of Orime.” Your society professes to seek out and 
procure the prosecution of law-breakers. It decides 
in secret upon its measures, and is not accountable 
to the people in any way. It is a private inquisition 
of a most dangerous and threatening character, a 
constant menace to republican institutions. There 
is in this country no reason for the existence of such 
8 society. But the reason most strongly and plau- 
sibly urged for its establishment was that the police, 
upon whom properly devolves the work with which 
your society insists upon meddling, could not be 
made to execute the laws. Police inefficiency, venal- 
ity, and corruption were the reasons given why the 
people should entrust the enforcement of laws to 
private societies, and at the time of the organization 
of your society, those reasons seemed very cogent. 
Your society, usurping police powers as it does, is a 
standing reproach to the police, a standing protest 
that the police do not execute the laws. If the po- 
lice did execute the laws there would be no raison 
d'etre for your society. The existence of your so- 
ciety, therefore, is an indorsement and confirmation 
of my belief in the existence of corrupt practices 
among the police. 

Now, my purpose in writing is to say that, with 
the experience of your society, the knowledge it pro- 
fesses to hav acquired and the machinery it claims 
to hav perfected during the years of its existence, 
and with the powers with which a too confiding public 
has prodigally endowed it, if it is ever to justify the 
alleged purpose of its existence, it should now be 
able to prove police delinquencies. Hither this, or it 
should be disbanded and driven out of business. I 
am not unmindful of the fact that, since the expos- 
ures made by the New York newspapers in February, 
1880, your society has labored under disadvantages, 
but notwithstanding that, I believe that if you will 
employ the machinery of your society for the holy 
purpose of purifying the police you will gain the 
applause and gratitude of many worthy citizens 
whose distrust of your society is as great as their 
distrust of the police. 

Come, Mr. Crosby, giv up sham. No one is de- 
ceived in these matters, and the urgent need of the 
day is common honesty. Why not use your society 
to enforce honesty upon the police, and use it in 
such & way that people will hav some confidence 
that it is really in earnest in what it is doing, and 
not making a mere hypocritical outery to attract at- 
tention away from some underhand deviltry? In 
the name of consistency, I ask you to do this, or 
else add to your equivocal denial the confession that 
whatever you may hav said about the police was 
merely the vaporing of the man who, in apparent 
approval of one of the most atrocious pieces of ju- 
dicial rascality ever perpetrated in this country, said, 
from the platform of the Young Men's Ohristian 
Association, *I believe in deceit." 

I hav put this in the form of an open letter be- 
eause it concerns the general public quite as much 
as it does either you or 

Yours truly, Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 

10 Wall street, New York, Nov. 11, 1890. 


— 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The editor of El Radical, M. Odon dé Buen, pro- 
fessor at the university of Barcelona, has started a 
movement tending to combine the various Free- 
thought associations of Spain in a federation similar 
to that of France. 


The size of the audiences commanded by Viktor E. 
Lennstrand is now so great that he has been obliged 
to hire a much larger hall. November 2d, he lectured 
on “Is the Freethought Movement in Sweden Unnec- 
essary and is the Educational Work of Freethinkers 
Dastructiv ?” 


In Austris the authorities hav prohibited the pub- 
lication of the Wiederdsterreichische Schulzeitung 
and the Burgerschule, two educational papers, be- 
cause they reprinted the “ blasphemous” speech of 
Herr Ditte on the Berlin school congress, demanding 
that religion should not be taught in the schools.— 
Das Menschenthum. 


The bureau of statistics of the city of Paris has 
published its annual for 1889, from which it appears 
that the number of secular funerals is strongly in- 
creasing. The number of burials during said year was 
56,778, out of which 10,580 were secular. Further- 
more, in the arrondissement of Charonne 38 of every 
100 were secular, in Poppincourt and Berey 25 of 
every 100, in Opera and Passy 8 and 9 of every 100.— 
La Raison. 


A Freethinker was the other day sentenced to a 
month’s imprisonment by the police court of Leipzig 
because of “disturbance of a religious service.” A 
Turner had committed suicide and the society's min- 


| ister forbade the Turners to attend the funeral. 


Some of them did, however, and the Freethinking 
member who carried the flag deposited a wreath on 
the coffin with these words: “The honor which 
others hav denied you we will giv you.” The court 
fonnd the humane Freethinker guilty and thus anew 
confirmed the marriage between church and state. 


That Freethought is sadly needed in Austria is 
evident. A miracle-doctor named Wawrzel was a 
short time ago indicted for body-stealing. Daring 
the trial it was found that he used ashes from dead 
men’s bones as & cure for typhoid fever. Yet not in 
all cases, only when the disease was what he called 
“Jewish fever;" if ‘‘Oatholic typhoid fever,” a 
couple dozen “Our Father's" would drive out the 
evil spirit. The doctor had many patients, who in- 
variably died if the disease actually was said fever. 
The miracle-worker got five months in the penitenti- 
ary.—Der Freidenker. 


It is to be regretied that the Social Democratic 
party, at the head of which stands Axel Danielsen 
and which numbers several Freethinkers in ita ranks, 
has chosen to be hostil toward the Freethought 
movement. The Social Democrats hav perfect lib- 
erty to express their ideas, but we cannot see the 
justice of their wishing to compel others to accept 
thesame. The principal objects of the Swedish Free- 
thought society are the total separation of church 
and state and perfect religious liberty; this they hav 
in common with the Socialists, and we don’t see why 
they cannot work together on this platform ; this so 
much the more as economical liberty cannot be 
gained unless mental liberty is secured. 


From Las Dominicales, one of our Spanish ex- 
changes, we gather the following piece of news, which 
shows the extent of power yet resting in the Span- 
ish clergy. To the honor of the secular press of 
Spain it must be said that the incident brought 
forth strong denunciations, and, we do not doubt, 
increased the sentiment in favor of a total separation 
of church and state. In Aranjuez is situated a mili- 
tary school similar to that at West Point, N. Y. 
The school, which is supported by the state, receives 
pupils from an age of seven years until sixteen. 
Some time ago the entire school was ordered to 
partake in the cannibalistic feast wherein is served 
the flesh of “ our savior.” A little fellow, nine years 
of age, observed that some of the consecrated wafer 
stuck to his lips. To touch it with his imvure hands 
would be a sacrilege, and, full of fear, he brought 
down his military cap and with it shoved the wafer 
in his mouth. A priest, however, observed thia and 
lodged a complaint with the school authorities, the 
result of which was a sentence of nine days’ impris- 
onment on bread and water. The sentence being 
served, the entire schoo, officers, teachers, sky- pilots, 
and pupils, met in the school-yard, where a square 
was formed. The culprit, with his hands tied behind 
his back, was marched in to the tune of a funeral 
march. A regular tribunal of the infamous Inquisi- 
tion was created; the military insignia were torn 
off the delinquent, he was expelled from the school, 
and excommurication followed. Then the priest 
spoke, the clergy sang the hymn for the dead, and 
the unlucky military cap was placed on a post, 
wood piled around, and the fire lit. Most cheerfully 
would the priest hav allowed the boy to take the 
cap’s place, but alas, even Spain was not priest- 
ridden enough to allow this. Certainly Ramon 
Chies and Damafilo, the editors of our Freethought 
contemporary, need not worry themselvs for fear of 
having no abuses or intolerance to correct. 

, Gustave NELSON. 


tl a 
Lectures and Meetings. 
W. F. JAMIESON desires lecture engagements in Iowa, Mis- 
souri, and Kansas. Address at Des Moines, Ia. 


AT the Liberal Club, Friday evening, November 21st, Mr. 
Wakeman will speak on ‘‘Some Essentials that Mr. Pente- 
cost Overlooks.” 

Tux lecture to-morrow, the 23d, at the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association, Bedford avenue and South Second 
street, Brooklyn, E. D., will be by Professor Thomas David- 
son. Subject, “Savonarola.” Time of meeting, 3 P.M. 


Miss Apa CAMPBELL will lecture twice Sunday, November 
93d, at Broad and Wood streets, Philadelphia. Subject, at 
9:30 p.m.: ‘Heredity; the Transmission of Ancestral Traits ; 
or How to Improve the Human Race Physically, Mentally, 
and Morally.” At 7:30 p.m.: ‘ Freethought versus Chris. 
tianity; or, Which Has Done the Most Good for the Hu- 
man Race.” 

Tux following are 8. P. Putnam's lecture appointments in 
Texas. A few days are left vacant along this route. Those 
who desire lectures for the dates not included in this list will 
please communicate with S. P. Putnam at El Paso, Tex., 
where he will be November 30th. E! Paso, November 30; 
Burnett, December 3, 4, 5; Goldthwaite, 6, 7; Norse and 
Clifton, 8, 9; Walnut Springs, 10, 11, 12; Stephensville, 
13, 14; Alvarado, 15, 16, 17; Fort Worth, 18, 19; Sunset, 
20, 21; Gainesville, 23, 24, 25; Trenton, 27, 28; Denison, 
99, 30; Forney, 31, and January 1, 2; Reagan and Martin, 
3. 4, 5; Columbus, 8, 9, 10; Flatonia, 11, 19; San Antonio, 
18, 14, 15. 
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Communications. 


Our London Letter. 


The “Agnostic Annual,” edited by O. A. Watte, 
has again made its appearance, and as usual contains 
a number of well-written and interesting articles. I 
understand the circulation increases year by year, 
and I see that a firm of booksellers who up to the 
present hav strenuously refused to stock it, hav now, 
in consequence of numerous inquiries from custom- 

ers who are more liberal-minded than themselvs, 
thought it advisable to help in its distribution. This 
little work has no doubt been of great assistance in 
disseminating the views of Agnostics, much to the 
dismay’ and disgust of many of the clerical party, 
though Amos Waters’s azticle on Agnosticism and 
the Ohurch of England should ‘allay much of their 
displeasure. It is to be hoped that not many Free- 
thinkers will fall in with his suggestion for a “ fusion 
of reasonable and devout Agnostics with the Liberal 
arty of breadth and progress in the Ohurch of Eng- 
and,” though it is quite possible that a certain sec- 
tion of the d gnostic party, who are really Theists in 
principle, may be of like mind with Mr. Waters. If 
there is to be a fusion, let the liberal-minded clergy 
honestly come out of the church and join the Agnos- 
tics. It looks somewhat as though there was a crav- 
ing for the loaves and fishes of the establishment. 
It is refreshing to turn from this article to tiat writ- 
ten by Mr. Holyoake entitled, “The Iron Hand 
Under the Velvet Glove,” a careful perusal of which 
will not tend to induce the reader to fraternize 
with the paid supporters and teachers of Ohris- 
tianity. ` 

The recent suicide in St. Paul's cathedral has 
apparently caused much consternation in the minds 
of the devout, and a “reconciliation service” has 
been held, no one knows why, for although this 
particular house of God has been the scene of many 
suicides, no such service has been thought necessary. 
Anyhow, it was a new effect, and called some little 
attention to the cathedral—acting in a certain 
measure aS an advertisment. . 

The greatest showman of modern times, “Gen- 
eral” Booth, has certainly discovered a hitherto un- 
recorded device for obtaining money. It is a ques- 
tion if any other individual would hav originated 
the idea of carting the body of his wife all over 
a large city for such a purpose, and strange to 
say, the majority of people can see nothing indec- 
orous about it. I am rather surprised he buried 
the body when he might hay made a considerable 
sum by having it cut up into small fragments and 
sold ag relics. This little performance of his was 
merely a preliminary to the publication of his great 
work, “In Darkest England and the Way Out,” a 
very lively concoction, the chief point in it being his 
modest demand for a million pounds sterling to 
enable him to carry out his scheme. He may get 
it, it is by no means impossible, and if he can do 
the good he promises, so much the better; if not, 
he will only be so much more -money in pocket, 
and the fools who hav subscribed to the fund may as 
well giv it in that direction as to foreign missions— 
either way it will be wasted, and the givers would 
not bestow their money for any useful purpose. The 
most objectionable part of Booth’s scheme is the 
proselytism which is bound to follow, for if he does 
succeed in rescuing and reclaiming “the homeless, 
the out-of-workers, the drunkards, the harlots,” the 
poor wretches, if they hav any sense of gratitude, 
will feel bound to believe anything and everything 
the saviors may please to say. I wish him every 
success, but the more successful he is the quicker 
will be the downfall of the whole edifice. Built up 
of such incongruous elements, it will hay no more 
stability than a huge snow-man which will topple 
over with its own weight, or speedily melt away, the 
result of which will be pretty much the same as the 
sudden disbandment of a large army of mercenaries. 
However, if it lasts his time, it will not matter to 
hin, for he will hav acquired sufficient money to well 
endow his posterity for some time to come, providing 
they are as careful as the founder of the family. 

The spirit of the Ohurch of England was well 
shown by the bishop of Peterborough, who recenily 
maintained that the first duty of the church was to 
contribute to the glory of the Lord, its function also 
was to contribute to the happiness of man, but this 
latter was secondary and subsidiary. Naturally, a 
collection followed and realized the sum of £569 
toward the restoration of Peterborough cathedral. 
It is to be hoped the Lord was pleased with the re- 
sult, and feels all the happier for having his house 
put in proper repair now the wet weather is com- 
ing on. J. D. 

——— a ecm) 


Right, 


In my humble judgment there is much more 
poetry in Colonel Ingersoll’s testimonial to Walt 
Whitman, than in the latter's “ Leaves of Grass.” 


Buzz, 


The Lecture Field. 

I left San Francisco on the steamboat October 
29th for Stockton, and then to Knights Ferry by 
rail and stage. Near the latter place I found the 
home of Hon. A. Schell, where I was most cordially 
welcomed and kindly entertained by Mr. A. Schell 


and family and also by Mr. Herrick Schell and family, . 


all residing under the same roof and feasting at the 
same table. "he guest at this house is treated in 
fine style and everything is done to make him 
happy. I was sorry when the time came for me to 
leave. But perhaps it is well as it was, for if I had 
stayed longer and fared so sumptuously every day, 
where the land teems with wine, honey, and cream, 
not to speak of grapes, peaches (November 2d), and 
other good things, I fear that when I returned to 
Oakland and had to come down to skim-milk and 
water—Oakland water invigorated with sand—I 
should hav been a very badly disgruntled man. 

Mr. A. Schell, as many. readers of this paper 
know, has been a very activ man—a Liberal in senti- 
ment and a patriot in politics. . Everyone who knows 
anything at all about him knows that he is a Free- 
thinker and a Republican. 

A few weeks since a very estimable woman died at 
Oakdale, twelve miles from Mr. Schell’s. He was 
invited to deliver the funeral discourse, which he did 
in a manner that won praises even from those who 
are still professed Ohristians. It was the first time 
in their lives that many who gathered around the 
coffin on that occasion had ever heard such appro- 
priate and thoughtful remarks made at a funeral. 

Mine was the first Liberal lecture ever given at 
Knight’s Ferry. To my surprise and to the great 
gratification of all our Liberal friends, we had a very 
good and an exceedingly attentiv audience. 

On my way home I stopped one night at Oakdale 
and lectured in the Independent church, and so great 
was the enthusiasm over the first lecture that I was 
cordially invited to return, which I shall do at my 
earliest convenience. 

Our good friend A. Schell read aloud to me the 
paragraph in Freethought relating to Mr. Jamieson's 
financial embarrassment. He became interested in 
the lecturers troubles and said to me, “ Brother 
Bell, I wish you would say through the Liberal 
papers to the Freethinkers of the country that I am 
ready to help Mr. Jamieson. I will lend him $250 
at six per cent if several others will loan him the 
$500. This way of raising it will save time, and 
relieve of much worriment.” 

This offer was made spontaneously and magnani- 
mously, and I hope there are others in our Liberal 
ranks who will promptly join with Mr. Schell in 
doing this much-needed favor. 

_There will be no risk, as ample security will be 
given. 

The address of A. Schell is Knights Ferry, Stanis- 
laus county, Cal. 

Mr. W. F. Jamieson's address is Box 336, Des 
Moines, Ia. 

Ishall be happy to render Mr. Jamieson all the 
aid I can, and to facilitate matters, I will promptly 
answer any letters addressed to me. 

Box 109, Oakland, Cal. W. S. Brr. 


ra a a aa 
The Lecture Field in Washington. 


Willapa, Pacific county, is about forty miles due 
west of Ohehalis. Not having been in the saddle 
for nigh twenty-five years, it was a novel experience 
to travel forty miles on horseback, with my usual 
large and weighty budget of Liberal literature 
packed in a couple of potato sacks and strapped on 
the back part of the saddle. The greater part of 
the way was through dense woods, over hill and 
dale, gulch, creek, and river... Over eight miles was 
the crudest, roughest trail, through a dense forest 
of gigantic firs five to twenty feet in diameter, 
towering skyward three to four hundred feet. The 
soil is exceeding rich and the growth of underbrush 
rank and luxuriant. That trail is twenty miles from 
a railroad, yet I am assured every acre of it has been 
taken up for all of two miles each side of the trail; 
and its fortunate possessors, by converting it into 
farms or cash, will realize handsome returns, for al- 
ready engineers’ and contractors’ camps hav become 
landmarks. The road-bed is surveyed, and being 
rapidly graded. Soon the whistle of the locomotiv 
will tell of rapid transformation to good market for 
the immense crops of grain, fruit, and vegetables 
this now wild woods will produce. 

I took a train from Seattle to Chehalis, where I 
chartered a foundered old jade, warranted a good 
roadster, an easy-going saddle-horse. If long ex- 
perience, gained by a gait that afforded ample time 
and opportunity to “view the landscape o’er,” and 
leisurely test the quality of the grass and shrubbery 
by the way, filled the bill, then certainly that ancient 
equine perambulator was fully up to its owner's 
recommendation. It was a long, lonely weariness of 
the flesh and rattle of the bones, a rough and rugged 
road. As the evening shades gathered around me I 
made spasmodic efforts to induce my gallant knacker 
to increase of speed. I felt woefully tired, and yet 
each mile I rode decreased my desire to sit down, 


Dark clouds threatened rain. The dense foliage 
made the path like a tunnel, the darkness so black it 
could be felt. The way was interspersed with deep 
gulches, creeks, and rivers, and when they were 
bridged at all the bridge consisted of logs or loose 
slabs, with nothing to prevent one going off on 
either side into unknown depths below. Numerous 
holes, to say nothing of an occasional absent slab, 
made traps into which should the horse step the 
rider would be likely to change his mode of locomo- 
tion and fly over the horse's neck with every prob- 
ability of breaking his own. Then, too, if an acci- 
dent happened no help was nigh—no house within . 
miles, and travelers, like angel visits, few and far 
between. Although I was very weary, all disposition 
to sleep was checked by the necessities of the occa- 
sion, which kept the rider very wide awake. I was 
told I should hav to ford the river, and I did— 
forded rivers and creeks nigh thirty times. About 
ten at night, after descending a precipitous bank 
into a wide, raging torrent, and on gaining the other 
side groping about in the inky darkness for half an 
hour ere I found the track leading to the road, half 
a mile on I found a ranch, and, oh, so gladly, put 
up for the night, preferring to continue my equestrian 
pleasure trip by daylight. 

But on arrival at the hospitable ranch of that 
astute phrenologist and jolliest of kind-hearted 
bachelors, Jacob Drissler, all sense of weariness was 
quickly dispelled. He has a beautiful farm, cleared 
by himself, a splendid orchard of plums, prunes, 
apples, and pears, with a choice and extensiv vege- 
table garden, and raises very large crops of hay 
and grain. He is just the man for those to 
write to who desire to know all about how to insure 
a good home and remunerativ labor by farming in 

ashington. 

H. A. Townes, whose ranch fronts that of Mr. 
Drissler’s (they are located about eight miles from 
the village of Willapa), is one of the noble pioneers 
of Liberalism in this section. His wife and family 
are each and all stanch and true to the cause, and as 
in the case of Jacob Drissler, heart, home, and purse 
are ever open to the Liberal messengers. The 
Townes mansion was & free hotel for all who desired 
to attend the lectures. Friend Townes was suffer- 
ing from a severe attack of sickness that rendered it 
impossible for him to endure the jolt of eight miles’ 
ride to Willapa, where the lectures were to be deliv- 
ered. But as many in his neighborhood were inter- 
ested, it was deemed advisable to hav at least one 
lecture at the adjacent school-house. I had only 
Saturday and Sunday to devote to the work there. 
Pressing duties pertaining to the Washington Secu- 
lar Union demanded my return to Seattle. Besides, 
I had chartered my noble charger only until Tues- 
day. To make the most of the time possible, I 
arranged to lecture at Willapa Saturday afternoon 
at 4 o’clock; at Townes’s school-house Saturday 
evening at 7:30 and Sunday morning at 11; at Wil- 
lapa Sunday afternoon at 3, and at Townes’s school- 
house Sunday evening at 7:30. As the places were 
eight miles apart, this program necessitated some 
hard riding, and prevented growing stiff or rusty 
for want of exercise. Saturday afternoon seemed 
the most unpromising time to obtain an audience, 
but I was agreeably disappointed. I had good 
attendance, and the interest manifested gave promis 
of good results. At the Townes’s school-house the 
attendance increased at each lecture. There is good 
prospect of,arranging for lectures every alternate 
month. So long as Jacob Drissler and H. A. 
Townes are the standard-bearers there will be no 
lack of generous support. Hight stanch and true 
Liberals were enrolled in the Washington Secular 
Union, and there is every reason to expect triple 
that number on my next visit. 0. B. REYNOLDS, 

2104 Sixth st., Seattle. Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 


a ea MÀ 


The Political Revolution. 


Liberals should come together, in order that they may 
make themselvs felt in the reconstruction of parties. 

To vue Epiron or Tart Trurs Srzxzs, Sir: In 
days bygone I was somewhat activ in efforts to draw 
out and concentrate the Liberal sentiment of the 
state. I hav for some years remitted all effort in - 
that behalf, for the reason that results did not seem 
equal to the expenditure. I hav long felt, however, 
that the Liberalists of the country should show a 
more united front in order that they may make them- 
selvs feli in the reconstruction of parties, which I 
believe must come. The result of the late elections 
is prophetic of this pending reconstruction. The 
election on Tuesday was not of itself & political 
revolution. It was simply the precursor of the revo- 
lution that is to come. It really settles nothing as 
between the old parties. I doubt if very many of 
those who voted had any intelligent conception of 
what their vote was to determin. There is an ele- 
ment of political revolution in the air, of which the 
vote of Tuesday was simply the surface indication. 

In the reconstruction of parties, the church peo- 
ple will naturally seek to introduce the religious ele- 
ment. If the Liberals are organized they can not 
only prevent this, but they can be influential in 
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ee Liberal principles upon the new political 
chart. 

There is a tendency to the formation of an anti- 
Oatholic party. 
upon the idea that Catholicism must be put down 
that Protestantism may be put up. Liberals cculd 
hav no stake in such à program. They reject the 
dogmas-of both, and would not promote the one at 
the expense of the other. They combat both and 
yet they would favor state interference with neither, 
but rather that the state shall cut loose from both. 
And yet where either wing of the church becomes 
dangerous as a political factor, it would be the duty 
of the state to limit its power. . 

But I did not design to write an essay nor enter 
upon a discussion, but only to say that I shall be 
glad to correspond with Liberals in Michigan with 
a view of coöperation on the lines indicated. 

: Detroit, Nov. 6, 1890. L. B. MoOnacxzx. 


— D G ———————— : 


Was It a Tragedy? 


We are told by writers on the history of law that 
the original mode of selecting a jury was different 
from the present. Instead of selecting disinterested 
persons who knew nothing of the case to listen to 
the testimony and decide between litigants, the court 
selected for jurors those who did know about the 
case—that is, the witnesses and the jurors were the 
same persons. Taking the most favorable view of 
the pretended evidence of the crucifixion of Jesus, 
the jury was selected in this way. Now, without 
considering the authenticity of the gospels, paying 
no attention to the fact that they were written long 
subsequent to the alleged occurrence of the events, 
when, where, or by whom is wholly a matter of con- 
jecture, we will take the statements made by the im- 
aginary Witnesses, introduced by the writers of the 
gospele, just as if they were real testimony, and see 
how the case would stand, tested by modern rules of 
evidence, under the charge of à modern intelligent 
judge, and before an intelligent jury. Let us con- 
cede, then, all that can be claimed, that Jesus was 
crucified, was actually ascertained to be dead, and 
was placed in a room which had been prepared for a 
sepulcher. Then let us consider the fact that the 
person who is thus proved to hav been killed appears 
before this jury alive and well. What, we ask, in such 
a case would be the charge of a modern judge, and 
what the verdict of a modern jury ? i 

Suppose for instance that in the late Oronin 
murder case, after the body of the murdered man 
had been identified, the fact that he had bsen mur- 
dered established, and the parties who committed 
the murder duly convicted, Dr. Oronin had presented 
himself before the jury alive and wel!, would not the 
verdict hav been acquittal? Would any sane judge 
listen for à moment to the plea that the murdered 
man though alive and well to-day was dead yester- 
day? Is not the fact that a man is alive and well 
now, With appetite unimpaired, good and sufficient 
proof, regardless of all testimony to the contrary, 
that the man has not been dead? In every case 
where persons hav been convicted and executed for 
murder, and afterward the parties proved to hav 
been murdered hav turned up alive, has if not been 
universally agreed that an injustice has been done, 
and that the convicted parties were innocent? Yet 
we hav one hundred and three thousand preachers 
and priests in this country, making a living on the 
strength of au alleged murder of a man some nine- 
teen centuries ago, which man, according to their 
own record, was seen alive and well only a few days 
after the murder. And not only identified in one 
case by eleven of the twelve original jurors, and in 
another case by twelve of the eleven, but also by 
more than five hundred witnesses at once. 

How many thousands of Jews and gentiles hav 
the Christians killed on account of this alleged mur- 
der, and every one of them has remained dead until 
this day. And, by the way, this is the great objec- 
tion most of us hav to being killed. We know that 
we shall remain dead. That is what makes the trag- 
edy of death. Our dear ones never come back. 
Our aching eyes peer into the darkness in vain until 
they are blinded with tears. Our ears hav vainly 
listened to catch the faintest sound that might come 
back to us out of the eternal silence, until we are 
- persuaded that Job was right when he declared: 
“They shall never awaken out of their sleep till the 
heavens be no more.” 

. Let us shed no tears over Gods or men who can 

be killed and then get up again in a day or two, as 
little harmed as if just awakened out of a peaceful 
sleep. If I could be sure of coming to life again, I 
would not only be willing to die to save the world, 
but would die a thousand such deaths to giv eternal 
happiness to one human being. 

In giving an account of the crucifixion, the gospel 
writers made every effort to make it an effectiv trag- 
edy.. Jesus is presented to us in abject terror in an- 
ticipation of death. He came into the world for the 
express purpose of dying upon the cross, and real- 
izing that such death was absolutely necessary in 
order that any of the inhabitants of the world might 
be saved from eternal agonies; yet, when it comes 


But those in the movement proceed | 


to the test, he prays God to release him from per- 
forming the task which he had been appointed to 
perform from the foundation of the world. In antic- 
ipation of death, in his abject terror, he sweat, as it 
were, great drops of blood, and cried out on the 
cross, “ My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken 
me!” Yet what was such a holy terror in anticipa- 
tion amounted to but very little when he came to 
realize it. In a few hours he was around again alive 
and well, with appetite unimpaired, exhibiting the 
very wounds which it was claimed were mortal, and 
asking people to stick their fingers into the prints of 
the nails in his hands and feet, and to thrust their 
hands into his side and prod around among his 
vitals, and satisfy themselvs that this was the very 
wound inflicted by the Roman soldier to make cer- 
tain that he was dead. 

Shakspere knew how to write a tragedy in accord- 
ance with the fitness of things. In the climax of the 
tragedy of “Julius Cæsar,” the corpse of Cæsar had 
the good taste to remain quiet while Mark Antony dis- 
played the wounds made by his cruel assassins. If 
there be a case in the world where the very nature 
of things requires a division of labor it is this. But, 
in the tragedy of the crucifixion, the corpse prances 
around and displays its own wounds. This is not a 
tragedy but a farce. Yet, in the presence of their 
own dead, who never come back, the whole world, 
for over eighteen centuries, hav been called upon to 
shed their choicest tears on account of the death of 
a man who, it is claimed, only staid dead one day 
and a part of two nights. D. Priestiey. 

Milwaukee, Ore. ED 

———9—9—— 
Ecclesiastical Censorship. 
From the Westminster Review. ` 

From the introduction of printing down to the 
close of the sixteenth century the action of the 
church in the matter of press censorship was local. 
Although Sixtus issued orders from Rome, they were 
not general orders, but applicable only to such nar- 
row jurisdictions as that of Cologne University. 
The popes had not yet acted in their capacity as 
heads of the universa! church. But after the open- 
ing of the sixteenth century & change took place. 
The popes began to take universal action in the mat- 
ter of press censorship. In the year 1501 Alexander 
VIII. published his bull, “Inter Multiplices.” The 
most remarkable points in this bull are, first, the con- 
firmation of the doctrin that an ecclesiastical im- 
primatur is necessary. Archbishops, especially 
those of Oologne, Magdeburg, Trier, and Mainz, are 
to see that no books are printed in their provinces 
without their imprimatur, which is to be granted 
gratis. Second, the censorial powers of the arch- 
bishops may be delegated to vicars-genera), and to 
experts. Third, the scope of the censorship is con- 
fined to questions of what is orthodox fidei con- 
trarium ; questions of public or private morality are 
not apparently included ; the jurisdiction is to extend 
over corporations, universities, and colleges; the 
penal powers include ecclesiastical censure, destruc- 
tion of books, and fines, for the enforcement of which 
the censors are to seek the aid of the secular arm. 

The next important step in the growth of the 
ecclesiastical press. censorship is marked by the 
Lateran council. Leo X., in 1515, published his 
bull, * Inter Solicitudines,” by which the machinery 
of the imprimatur was still further organized. 
The necessity for an imprimatur is enforced, but it 
is provided now, for the first time, that in Rome 
they shall be obtained from the apostolic vicar and 
the magister sacri Palatii, the official who continued 
to be the responsible censor of books in the papal 
states ; outside Rome the ordinary or his delegates 
are the proper sources of émprimaturs. The penal- 
ties remain, as in “Inter Multiplices,” fines and 
destruction of books. In Rome the pecuniary penal- 
ties are designed to the building fund of the Prince 
of the Apostles. Neither in the bull of Alexander 
nor in that of Leo is there any mention of the in- 
quisitor who subsequently played such an important 
part as censor of the press. The Inquisition which 
then existed was the old Dominican Inquisition. 
The new Inquisition, devised by Caraffa, had not yet 
been thought of. The papal attack on Luther and 
Lutheran writings became more definit in 1520, 
when Leo published his bull “ Exurge," condemning 
as heretical forty-one propositions, and entailing ex- 
communication, /atw sententic, on all who taught or 
defended them. And Luther’s name was added to 
the commination list of the Zn Cena Domini, by 
Hadrian VI., in 1524. 


—_—_——— ee 
Saints and Martyrs. 


At the beginning of the present century large 
numbers of unthinking Obristians, following in the 
wake of the popular teachings of Paley’s 'Evi- 
dences,” professed to believe that large numbers of 
early Ohristians died “in attestation of the accounts 
which they delivered.” And it is also claimed, on 
behalf of these supposed early martyrs to the Chris- 
tian faith, that they were “ original witnesses of the 
Ohristian miracles.” But some Infidels pointed out 
that martyrdom only proves the sincerity of the in- 

| dividual martyr, and not the truth of the ' accounts 
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which they delivered.” Every religion has had its 
martyrs, and if Ohristianity is true on account of its 
martyrs, then every other creed is true on account of 
its martyrs! But as the truth of one creed proves 
the others untrue, it follows that the vast msjority 
hav died in vain. But the living representativs of 
every creed are quite sure (eir martyrs hav died for 
truth, and not belief ; that their martyrs were honest 
and sincere in their belief; and they are quite cer- 
tain their creed is the true one. This is evidently 
the opinion of a writer of a series of articles in the 
Newbery House Magazine. For all his martyrs are 
men and women of his own creed, and all are 
“saints ” in the Ohristian church. - Of some of the 
* saints ” whose names are given, their very existence 
is most doubtful. This writer, when dealing with 
S. Cecilia, admits that very little is known of her, 
and that a plentiful supply of legend has gathered 
around her name. It is also admitted that even the 
very dates vary according to the different accounte. 
But that isa small matter. If martyrs are in de- 
mand, and are not forthcoming, then numbers might 
be manufactured for the glory of God. Mrs. Bes- 
ant, speaking of Ohristianity in the ninth century, 
says: “ We note during this century a remarkable 
growth of saints. Everyone wanted a saint through 
whom to approach God, and supply kept pace with 
the demand. This preposterous multiplication of 
saints was a new source of abuses and frauds. It 
was thought necessary to write the lives of these 
celestial patrons, in order to procure for them the 
veneration and confidence of a deluded. multitude ; 
and hence lying wonders were invented, and all the 
resources of forgery and fable exhausted to cele- 
brate exploits which had never been performed, and 
to perpetuate the memory of holy persons who had 
never existed" (Freethinkers’ Text- Book, p. 449). 
For hundreds of years Christians hav preached 
doctrins of love and mercy, but what hav their prac- 
tices been? Their practices hav belied even the best. 
portions of their teachings, and the long roll of 
their murdered. martyrs stands as a monument of 
Christian love and mercy. Their love has been hate; 
and their mercy has deluged the world ia blood. 
How true are Byron’s lines when applied to the 
Obristians of yesterday: 
Thy love is lust, thy friendship all a cheat, 
Thy smiles hypocrisy, thy words deceit! 
By nature vile, ennobled but by name, 
Each kindred brute might*bid thee blush for shame. 
“By their fruits,” said Ohrist, “ye shall know . 
them.” We accept the test, and apply it to those 
who profess his creed. Some of the fruits of Chris- 
tianity are seen in her saints and martyrs. 
Nottingham, England. Rost. J. Murray. 


————— 9 4—9———————- 
A Good Man and a Freethinker Gone. 
Diz».—At his home in Eaton Rapids, Mich., Aug. 31, 1890, 

Aldro Atwood, after an illness of several months. 

Deceased was born in Watertown, N. Y., Dec. 22, 1820, 
and had been a resident of Eaton county since 1842, when 
he came to Eaton Rapids, where he lived six years, after 
which lie moved toa farm in Brookfield, remaning, there 
until 1882, when he moved with his family to Eaton Rapids, 
where he lived to the tfme of his death. He was well known 
in the county and highly esteemed by all who knew him. 
Not a word of suspicion or dishonor was ever breathed 
against his character. His name wasa synonym for honesty 
and purity and he will be missed by many outside of imme- 
diate friends. He leaves a wife and two young lady daugh- 
ters to mourn the loss of a noble husband and father. 

The funeral was held at the house on Wednesday. At his 
request none but Freethinkers presided at the funeral. 
Appropriate remarks regarding his life and character were 
made by his warm personal friend, Mr. Homer Potter, of 
Eaton Rapids, and at the request of the oldest daughter Mr. 
J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw, Mich., gave an address. — 

The address of L: K. Washburn, in the Boston Investigator 
of November 5th, to the memory of Horace Seaver, was just 
as appropriate to the memory of Aldro Atwood, not a word 
too much in praise. ‘‘ He was sound mentally and morally, 
and could not be made to see right in wrong,” Mr. Wash- 
burn says. . 

For years he was an agent for Taz TRUTH SERKER, having 
met Mr. D. M. Bennett at Jackson, Mich., in his trip around 
the world. He was glad to extend what help he could in 
raising the monument to D. M. Bennett, in the advancement 
of the sheet that he started. 

The monument to the memory of the deceased is the good 
works and deeds left behind. 


—— to 

Musr not men be animated by a great princip'e 
who successfully transform the primeval American 
solitudes into an abode of civilization, who are not 
dismayed by gloomy forests, or rivers, or mountains, 
or frightful deserts, who push their conquering way in 
the course of a century across a continent, and hold 
it in subjection? Let us contrast with this the re- 
sults of the invasion of Mexico and Peru by the 
Spaniards, who in those countries overthrew a won- 
derful civilization, in many respects superior to their 
own—a civilization that had been accomplished with- 
out iron and gunpowder. The Spaniards ruined all 
that the aboriginal children of America had accom- 
plished. Millions of those unfortunates were de- 
stroyed by their cruelty. Nations that for many 
centuries had been living in contentment and pros- 
perity, under institutions shown by their history to 
be suitable to them, were plunged into anarchy; the 
people fell into a baneful superstition, and a greater 
part of their landed and other property found its 
way into the possession of the Roman church.— Pro- 
fessor Draper. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
From the Milwaukee Freidenker. 

It is a splendid work that the Truth Seeker Company here 
bas given us. Never were the foolishness, the cruelty, and 
the evil done by the church and her dogmatic scheme better 
illustrated than by these pictures. Several of them are very 
comical and must provoke the laughter even of the most 
firm believer in Christianity, while others bring forward a 
graver or tragic scene. Al the pictures are tasteful and 
well executed. The book contains three hundred and sixty- 
seven pages, and is made up in the following manner: On 
every second page is a picture, while upon the opposit page 
are printed citations from the works of eminent thinkers, 
scientists, and writers, as well as statistics, all of which are 
related to the picture and explain the same. For instance, 
the picture on page 35 represents the change that the Bar- 
tholdi statue will possibly undergo when we are governed 
by the Catholic church. The left half of the picture shows 
us a true copy of the statue of Liberty on Bedloe's island, in 
the port of New York. Under this picture stand the words: 
“ The price of liberty is eternal vigilance." The right half 
of the picture shows us the transformation of the statue to a 
monument of the pope. In the place of the goddess of Lib- 
erty we see the figure of the Roman pontiff, who in his 
right hand holds up the cross, while in his left is placed a 

' prayer-book. Night and darkness cover the surrounding 
country; the base of the masonry is converted into dungeons 
for heretics. Under this picture stand the words: ‘‘ The 
price of popery is eternal slavery." On the opposit page we 
find quotations from Dr. Thomas Cooper, Shakspere, Robert 
G. Ingersol, and Walt Whitman. 'The quotation from 
Cooper is: ‘‘If the people do not keep the clergy under 
control, they will bring the people into abject slavery and 
keep them there. In every nation upon earth they hav done 
80; what should change their character here?” Among the 
quotations from Ingersoll we mention the following : '* What 
light is to the eyes, what love is to the heart, liberty is to 
the soul of man. . Liberty is the condition of prog- 
ress. Without liberty, there can be no civilization. . . . 
Without liberty of thought, no human being has the right to 
form a judgment. . Without liberty there can be no 
such thing as conscience, no such word as justice.” 

—— db. 


The Pieture Book, Bound in Cloth, $2.50. 

Many purchasers of the ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " having expressed a desire for a cloth binding for it, 
we hav arranged to satisfy the demand, and for an addi- 
tional fifty cents will send it in silk cloth, gold and black 
lettering. In either style of binding it is the cheapest book 
for the money among Freethought publications. It is also 
one of the very best. 


————— BÀ 
The Crying Need of Separating Church 
© State. 


The proposition made in the Kentucky constitu- 
tional convention to tax all property led the Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal to figure out how it would 
affect that city. It found that exempted property 
of one kind and another equaled in value the taxed 
property, and that if impartial taxation were en- 
forced the tax rate could be reduced from $1.98 to 
.98, and the burden distributed more equally upon 
the people. The church property paying no share 
of tax amounts to about one-seventh of the whole. 
From the list given we extract the following : 


and 


Baptist churches.................eeeeeer eene eene nenne $ 498,146 
* — gehOOls.......eieeeer nennen nnne tnter s 229,097 
* Orphans? DOMES ......ccscevecessesssvecsecssscesanes 68,854 
Catholic churches............. eere eene then 1,186,970 
e convents and schoola................... ES 857,809 


amount Roman Catholic institutions absorb about 
seven-tenths. In 1891 the amount of money neces- 
sary to cover the “perpetual” provision for these 
institutions will, according to the Standard’s esti- 
mate, be $975,000. 

Such figures show more eloquently than words 
the need of a system of impartial taxation, and of 
separating church and state. As it is now the poor 
hav to bear the burden, paying higher rents, higher 
prices for food, and more for clothing, because own- 
ers of productiv property hav to pay all the taxes to 
protect the churches and support the inmates of 
their institutions, and necessarily add it to the prices 
of houses to liv in and stores in which goods are 
sold. 

Human selfishness and greed make great trouble 
in this world; but in none are they so inconsistent 
with profession as in the hypocritical followers of a 
religious enthusiast who had no home to go to and 
not much respect for persons who had. 


But there are many American citizens who do not 
at all accept that view. Are not their rights as 
Sacred as his? Would it be fair for him and those 
| who agree with him, even if they were in the ma- 
jority, to compel all the rest of their fellow-citizens 
to be bound by conscientious ecruples not their 
own? Is that the liberty of which St. Paul speaks? 
Is it just, or right, or tolerant! The whole spirit 
of our institutions, at any rate, forbids. With Sun- 
day as a legal holiday the law rightfully concerns 
itself, as it does with other legal holidays. It prop- 
erly secures every citizen in his right to observe the 
day as his conscience may direct. Further than that 
the law cannot go without flagrant violation of the 
fundamental principle of equal right and liberty. 
In certain particulars the Sunday laws actually vio- 
late that principle. They are survivals from an in- 
tolerant earlier time when likerty was very imper- 
fectly understood, and the Sunday law reform needed 
in our time is the repeal of all laws on the subject 
which are out of harmony with right and justice 
and personal liberty.” 

These are bold and true words, and show that 
the Sabbatarians are not to hav things all their own 
way. And though it seems an anomaly that the 
Ostholic church, which has been the greatest enemy 
of liberty, should now stand as its champion against 
its rival sect, it is easily explained by another saying 
that when rogues fall out honest men get their due. 
Tammany represents all that is vile in politics, but 
the clericals of the People’s Municipal League 
would hav been no great improvement. 

a i ———————— 


“A Startling Fact." 


About the middle of last month Morris Stein, a 
Hebrew, married Annie Hichert, a Catholic, at Oam- 
den, N. J. After the marriage the woman’s parish 
priest interfered, drove her from her husband, and 
declared that the marriage was not legal and would 
not be recognized by the church. The husband 
brought suit in a Philadelphia court to recover his 
wife. 

* Marriage in this state,” said Judge Hare, in post- 
poning his decision, “cannot be annulled by any 
church, and before I decide this case I want to hav 
that priest here and learn if he has used such lan- 
guage toward this young woman as would induce 
her to leave her husband.” 

The Philadelphia Daily News, commenting upon 
the onse, says: “It is a startling fact that the Cath- 
olic church does not recognize the law either in this 
state or in New Jersey, and that it deludes many of 
its members into the false and ridiculous belief that 
a legal marriage is not a legal marriage. When it 
comes to ignoring the law, any ‘church’ deserves 
heavy censure and punishment. And any priest will 
get both punishment and censure—if justice is done 
—who in these United States attempts to override 
the Constitution and the statutes.” 

O7 course it is startling, but nevertheless it is a 
fact known to everyone who takes the pains to in. 
quire into the deviliry constantly being perpetrated 
by the Roman Oatholic church, that that organiza- 


en 


A Loss and a Gain. 

It is said that there is no great loss without some 
small gain, and this may be the result of Tammany 
Halls recent triumph in this city. As our readers 
know, the People's Municipal League—s combination 
cf County Democrats, Republicans, and Mugwumps 
— which opposed Tsmmany, had a clerical committee 
attachment which it seems expected to run the city 
had the combination been successful. One of these 
clericals expressed his sentiments to a World reporter 
just previous to election, and among the “ reforms” 
which the minister expected to inaugurate was “ Sab- 
bath” observance. ‘ The Sabbath,” said this clerical 
politician, “‘should be what it was intended it should 
be when the Lord designated it as a day of rest. It 
should be on earth a type of the eternal Sabbath to 
come, and nothing should be permitted which would 
in any way interfere with the sontemplation of the 
life hereafter.” Further, he said, he should want all 
trains taken off on Sunday, no post-office open, no 
Sunday newspaper, “in short, everything that is in 
any way likely to turn attention from religious 
thoughts and disturb the absolute quiet and peace of 
the Lord’s day should be stopped by the law.” 

This was a large program that the clericals had 
laid out for themselvs and its publication fully justi- 
fies what we said last summer, that the “good” these 
people would do, if they could get hold of the city 
government, would be to put their friends in office, 
giv all the money they could to the Protestant 
churches, and shut New York up from Saturday 
night to Monday morning so tight that even prayer 
wouldn’t open it. 

Whatever sins Tammany Hall has—and they are 
so numerous that we bav not space to enumerate 
them—‘ Sabbath” observance is not one of them. 
The Catholic church, of which Tammany Hall is the 
political expression, is not in favor of rigid Sunday 
keeping. If it were, it would lose many more of its 
victims, and the church knows it. Besides, the 
church knows that it alone made the day to be used 
for its own advantage, and that even were the Chris- 
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tion considers itself superior to the state in dealing 
with its members. It is not so very long ago that a 
priest in New Jersey married a girl, was deposed 
from his church, then left his wife and was received 
back, his marriage “annulled ” by the ecclesiastical 
authorities, and after some months spent in “re- 
. treat ” the absconding scoundrel was declared again 


a priest and a celibate ! 
et ———— 


Sehoo! Children Turned Away. 


We intend to continue to call attention to the 
glaring wrong done the children of New York city, 


and through them done ag well to civilization, by the 
failure to giv them accommodation in the public 
The provisions for them hav fallen short 


schools. 
every year for a long time, to a degree that excludes 
on the average fifteen thousand applicants. This 
continues despite annual protests of all the citizens 


of intelligence and foresight ; and those who perpet- 
uste it are the politicians, in great part Irish Roman 
Catholic and not in part but entirely subservient to 


Roman Catholic desires. Of the children excluded, 
some turn to parochial schoolg and some enter none. 


The public school is universally acknowledged to be 


one of the greatest safeguards of society not only 


through its furnishing youth with information but 
. also through its keeping them from idleness and the 


vicious habits to which idleness in cities almost irre- 
sistibly tends. 


abound, and it is just here that the schools are kept 
80 inadequate. 
open the avenues of crime and closing those of edu- 


cation and self-help, is in part to be censured as 
extraordinary stupidity and lack of foresight, and in 
part to be execrated as one feature of that opposi- 
tion to the public school system which is writing 
Roman Catholics into the pages of our history as 


traitorous and infamous. 
——————— 9-9 9——— —————- 


The Rev. Mr. T. P. Stevenson. 


At a National Reform convention in Columbia 


county, Pa., the Rsv. T. P. Stevenson spoke upon 
“The Secular Theory of Education.” This theory he 
characterized as un-American, unphilosophical, and 
unfair. It is un-American because, he said, it would 
put the school out of harmony with American institu- 
tions. As long as we hav Christian laws on our 
statute-books, such as our Sabbath laws and the 
laws against blasphemy, the schools should train 
the rising citizens to obey these laws; as long as the 
oath is an essential in our government, the school 


should teach the citizen to reverence an oath. The 
Secular theory is unphilosophical because the educa- 


tion it would furnish would be partial and incom- 
plete. It would provide no education for the moral 
faculties, which are the most important faculties of 
the human mind, because they are the regulativ fac- 
ulties. And this theory, though advocated on the 
ground of fairness, is unfair, because the neutrality 
which it proposes in matters of religion is impossi- 
ble. The prchibition of the Bible from the school- 
room discredits the Bible. The refusal to teach any 
religious idea discredits these ideas as being untrue, 
or uncertain, or of no value for the purposes of the 
` state. 

The Rey. T. P. Stevenson should recollect a few 
things which he appears to hav forgotten. 

He should remember that “this government is in 
no gense founded on the Christian religion.” 

He should remember that Sunday laws and blas- 
phemy laws are the un-American part of our legisla- 
tion, and they must be repealed instead of the chil- 
dren being educated to obey them. 

He should remember that oaths are not essential 
to government, as affirmation is just as good, and for 
that no reverence is necessary. 

He should remember that it is no part of the 
state's duty to teach any religion, and that if religion 
is necessary to a complete education it is the parent’s 
duty to supply it. 

He should remember that religion is no part of 
morality, which should be and is taught without in- 
culeating religious dogmas. 

He should remember that if religion is discredited 
when the Bible is not read in schools, it is also 
discredited when anything else is done without refer- 
ence to it; and that it is no more the business of the 
state to accredit Christianity than it is to accredit 
Mohammedanism or Atheism. 

And finally, he should remember that honesty of 


It is in the most densely populated 
quarters of New York that crime and vice most 


The action of the citizens in leaving 


and her friends in Europe are equally poor. 
generous Americans to come to the rescue, by subscribing, 
according to their means, on behalf of the noblest of Russian 


statement of premises is essential to a right under- 
standing of the argument. 
—— — ib À— M 


An Erroneous Conclusion. 


The Sun says: “The American Baptist Congress 
is in session in New Haven; the Episcopal Church 
Congress is in gession in Philadelphia ; the Inter- 
State Congress of the Salvationists is in session in 
this city, and we hav recently had reports of other 
religious congresses. The spirit displayed by these 
representativ bodies, and the work done by them, 
do not giv encouragement to the anti-religionists." 

The Sun is in error in its last statemeat. The 


“anti-religionists” hav been greatly encouraged by 


the numerous Christian conventions and congresses 
and conferences of the past year, as almost without 
an exception they hav been occupied in eliminating 
the foolishly absurd and false dogmas of their creeds, 
thereby reducing the amount of religion in the 
world. 

Take the absurd, the foolish, the impossible, the 
false from the Christian scheme, and what is there 
left? . Nothing but an imperfect system of ethics 
for which the anti-religionists can easily provide a 
better substitute. 

7 an om be enema 
Editorial Notes. 

Tax Canadian government officials of Napanee hav seized 
a copy of ‘' The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book ” sent to a 
Liberal of that town. What the allegation against it is we 
hav not yet learned, but we suppose it to be Blasphemy ! 


A nESIDENT of New Mexico writes us that the defeat of 
the proposed new constitution of that would-be state was due 
to its partial provisions for taxation. It exempted church 
property and taxed the gross output of the mines, thus plac- 
ing heavy burdens upon the industry of the territory and 
taking them from idle and useless property. But the people 
wouldn’t hav it! 


Tue Ministerial Association of Toronto has been discuss- 
ing the exemption from taxation of the churches. Only 
three ministers were in favor of doing justice, and Secular 
Thought says that if the citizens desire justice they will hav 
to force it by their own strength, rather than wait till the 
clericals see fit to obey their supposed-to-be master’s order to 
** Render unto Cæsar the things that be Csesar’s.” 


Mz. CgaRLES Warts evidently thinks the eight-hour ques- 
tion one of great importance, for he is reprinting in Secular 
Thought the debate on the subject between H. M. Hynd- 
man, Socialist, and Charles Bradlaugh, Secularist, which 
took place in London last summer. As both gentlemen are 
extraordinarily able men, the advocates of socialism and in- 
dividualism will find in this discussion the best to be said 
on both sides. 


In his lecture in this city last week, African Explorer 
Stanley said that the nativs he met in Africa might be de- 
scribed as big people and little people, tall people and pig- 
mies. They evidently did not belong to Mr. Stanley’s 
church, for he calls them the lowest of the human race—as 
they had no idea of a God. Mr. Stanley will probably be 
taken to task by his Christian friends for saying this, as it is 
one of the Theist’s assertions that no people, however low, 
ever existed who had not some idea of a supreme ruler. 


Mr. Lyman C. Hows seems to be as awry in his reasoning 
upon evolution as in his statements regarding media. In his 
spiritual speech at Adelphi Hall last Sunday night he said 
that Nature started out to perfect the universe as a man 
goes into the woods, ax on shoulder, to build a house; that 
law alone did not suffice, but must be guided by “ intelligent 
energy,” as a man plans to achieve objects. This intelligent 
energy, said Mr. Howe, shaped things ‘‘ out of the primeval 
pools of chaos,” and made man from *' preéxisting man or 
spirit of man.” No wonder Mr. Howe places the responsi- 
bility for his utterances upon spirits and speaks ín a trance! 


Ir is cheering to know that Birchall, who committed a 
peculiarly atrocious murder last summer and was hanged 
for it last week in Woodstock, Ont., experienced religion, 
and that the Rev. Mr. Wade, his ‘‘ spiritual adviser," was 
heard to express the opinion that he was perfectly satisfied 
as to Birchall’s sincerity. There was another scamp hanged 
somewhere in the Southwest the week before who also went 
directly to Jesus because of the atonement. Probably 
Birchall has met him by this time, and perhaps they are 
plotting to kill a few angels for the feathers in their wings. 
The Christian scheme is a beautiful and most satisfactory 
one for scoundrels! 


Tux Radical Club of this city has formed a ** Vera Sassul- 
itsh Aid Committee " to assist a Russian young lady of that 
name who isin distress. The committee say: ‘‘ An appeal 
that should leave no freedom-loving heart untouched, reaches 
us from across the sea. Vera Sassulitsh, the Russian heroin 
of liberty, is seriously ill and destitute in her exile. Her 
physicians advise her a sojourn on the seashore in a sunny 
climate, but the unselfish and indefatigable worker for the 
cause of the Russian people is too poor to bear the expense, 
We now ask 


soldiers of liberty.” The sub-committee soliciting this aid 


contains the names of Mrs. H. O. Pentecost, Mrs. James 
Redpath, Miss Leubuscher, and T. B. Wakeman. Commu- 
nications should be addressed to Moses Oppenheimer, 9 8t. 
Mark's place, New York city. 


An item of the last election only now brought to our 
notice was thus graphically told by the Herald: 

“ Isaac Isaacs, who resides at No. 309 West 134th street, attempted 
to register at No. 2.555 Highth avenue, the sixty-third election 
district of the nineteenth assembly district, on October 25th, but 
he did not succeed. He declined to take off hia hat, maintaining 
that he believed in the Jewish religion, which does not require the 
uncovering of the head while taking the oath. The inspectors of 
election refused to accept his name. Judge Ingraham granted a 
mandamus requiring the board to register Mr. Isaacs.” 

Not only are the Jews exempt from making any supersti- 
tious movements in performing what is only a civil duty, 
but so are all other people, if they will insist upon affirming. 
The Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER registered this year with 
hat on and hands down, and the registration officers said not 
a word. 


Tue clergy of Omaha, Nebraska, met with disaster in 
their attempt to supervise the voting in that city on the 4th 
instant. The Nebraska Christian Advocate reports that '' the 
Rev. A. W. Olark, of the Calvary Baptist church, was rotten- 
egged at the fourth precinct of the sixth ward. Rev. Ostro- 
hom, of the Swedish Lutheran church, was pelted with rot- 
ten eggs and driven from the third precinct of the eighth 
ward, and threatened with his life if he returned. At the 
second precinct of the same ward Rev. H. A. Crane, of 
Seward street Methodist Episcopal church, was attacked by 
a ruffian named Herold in the presence of the police and bal- 
lots torn from his hand, the police refusing to arrest. Rev. 
J. Q. Shinn, of the Universalist church, was knocked down 
and beaten. Ministers were insulted on every hand.” We 
are not told what the ministers had done to deserve such 
treatment, but the probable cause of it was that they endeav- 
ored to run the election in favor of Prohibition. The Adco- 
cate now thinks it plain ‘‘ to all students of political economy 
that in this country, and especially with our larger cities, 
municipal government is a failure.” But we will wager a 
small sum that every one of those eggs was thrown by a 
Christian. 


Brronz the election in Wisconsin we had occasion to re- 
buke Congressman Mills of Texas for his intemperate abuse 
of Colonel Ingersoll in a speech against the Bennett law. We 
are glad to print, even thus late, that there are Democrats 
who were equally disgusted with his bathos over the public 
schools. Ina speech on the same subject delivered in Mil. 
waukee, the Hon. Charles W. Felker rebuked Mr. Mills in 
these words: ‘‘And so the pious soul of Apostle Mills re- 

| volts at the bare thought that his child be taught ‘reading, 

writing, arithmetic, and United States history’ for twelve 
weeks in a year by Colonel Ingersol!. Colonel Ingersoll, 
who is as far his superior in intellect and scholarship as civi- 
lization is superior to barbarism. Colonel Ingersoll, whose 
great heart goes out to the oppressed and downtrodden of 
every nation as a great river goes to the sea. Colonel Inger- 
soll, whose burning words for the liberty of mankind hav 
made angels pause, while cherubim and seraphim played 
sweet accompaniment to his golden speech on golden harps. 
And yet, according to the Mills plan of education, this cult- 
ured, brainy man, with a heart as tender as a woman's, is 
not fit to hear the Mills family recite the multiplication table. 
Thank God, I liv in a state where such a spirit of bigotry 
and intolerance does not prevail, where men and women are 
not ostracised and outlawed because of a religious belief, 
where teachers are not compelled to submit to examination 
in the Mills theory of education.” 


Tus way the opponents of the Bennett law won in Wis- 
consin is thus described by a Western paper: Catholic 
priests, noticeably the Poles, busied themselvs in directing 
their countrymen and co-religionists how to vote. In the 
sixth ward of Milwaukee twenty-three Capuchin monks, 
headed by a father guardian, directed the members of their 
congregations how to cast their ballots. By some curious 
political legerdemain, Catholic and Lutheran clergymen— 
Dutch, Irish, and Poles—had busied themselvs in endeavor- 
ing to defeat the Bennett School law, because it is endeav- 
oring to enforce free non-sectarian education in the public 
schools. Political meetings hav been held in both Lutheran 
and Romish churches for the purpose of instructing their 
members how to vote, and so ignorant were the voters that 
for security they were directed to hav nothing to do with 
ticket-peddlers, and while they would accept votes, they 
would use none of them as ballots, except such as were pro- 
vided by their pastors. At nearly every polling-place a 
Lutheran school-teacher was stationed to see that their peo- 
ple did not allow themselvs to be persuaded to accept tickets 
from Republican peddlers. In Chicago, on the other hand, 
the Catholic element was defeated. A Mrs. Mulligan was 
nominated by the Democracy for superintendent of schools. 
Mrs. Mulligan is a Catholic, and her opponent, Albert B. 
Lane, a Protestant. The public school question as against 
the parochial schoo] question, was the political issue; Mrs. 
Mulligan was in favor of parochial schools; Mr. Lane 
favored non-sectarian free schools, and the issue created 
great interest and brought forth a large vote. It is stated 
that in no election for years hav so many members of the 
richer classes and prominent business men voted as on this 
occasion. The Patriotic Sons of America turned out en 
masse, party politics were discarded, and the ticket composed 
in equal parts of Democrats and Republicans. The result 


-was & defeat for the parochial system of education. And if 


the signs of the times are not very misleading a great many 
more elections will be decided by the school issue within 
the next few years.” 
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Zetters from friends. 


Oxzro, Kan., Nov. 4, 290. 
Mr. Enrror: I received the ‘‘ Pictorial Text.Book" to- 
day, and am highly pleased with it. I am soliciting sub- 
scribers for it. To-day is election day here, and I find a 
great many think it superb, etc. JAMES BiGHAM. 


MONTGOMERY, Ara., Nov. 3, 1890. 
` Mz. Eprror: I need Tue Teurn Srexer for missionary 
work in this strictly orthodox community. The reverend 
blackguard Sam Jones has just terminated a ten days’ tussle 
with Satan under a big tent seating five thousand saints and 
sinners, with no tangible results except carrying off $2,000 
of “ filthy lucre.” In that direction he is a great success. 

Yours truly, JESSE HOOKER. 


Gren Crry, Pa., Nov. 10, 1890. 
Mr. EpnrrOR: I hav considerable fun showing the ** Free- 
thinker’s Text-Book.” One day as I had the book there 
came a.Catholic woman and asked me, ‘‘ What book is 
that?" I showed it to her, and she did not look at many 
pictures until she got raving mad and told me that the 
editor of that book ought to be torn to pieces, and if 
8he had the power she would hang every Infidel in the 
world. I told her, ‘‘ When you giv a dog a kick he 
will yelp.” G. B. DREISBAOH. 


Fort Worta, Trx:, Nov. 4, 1890. 

Mr. Epıror: I am doing all I can to procure subscribers 
for your paper. If ever a town needed a free distribution of 
Freethought literature or the presence of a good lecturer, 
this is the town. It is overrun badly with incubators of su- 
perstition, and spook-houses, etc., called churches. But 
school-houses are sadly neglected. I forwarded to you a few 
coples of Fort Worth papers which will giv you some idea 
of the workings of the temples of superstition at this place. 
Wishing your paper success, I am, 


Yours for liberty, Isaao E. Crum. 


CLEARWATER, NEB., Nov. 1, E.M. 290. 
Mr. EprrOoR: I am truly glad to see in the '* Letters from 
Friends” a kind and considerate word from Fanny Day on 
behalf of that friend of humanity, Prof. J. H. Cook, of Co- 
lumbus, Kan. The world is swinging along in the right 
direction when the new recruits come to the fore in this 
matter of taking care of the veterans. It is better than to 
listen to pretty stories of storks helping and feeding the old 
and disabled parents. My best thanks are due Fanny Day, 
and I know many will echo this sentiment. Let the young 
people, and the old folks too, remember poor old R. M. 
Casey, of Five Forks, S. C. Both of these Freethought 

soldiers need help now that winter approaches. 
Mary Barrp Frsong. 


Rostrx, Wasu., Oct. 20, 1890. 

Me. Enrror: Inclosed find $3.75, for which send books 
to the party addressed in list inclosed. Mr. Remsburg, who 
was expected here, has treated the Liberals here to a huge 
iceberg of disappointment by sending me a notice on the 15th 
inst. from Slaughter, Wash., stating that it would be im- 
possible to reach us this trip, as it would require him to 
make a special trip of two hundred miles. If Mr. Rems- 
burg had given me a timely notice and asked to giv a course 
of lectures, it would hav been accepted; and I believe that 
I could hav sent you an order of about $25 for books and 
subscribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and it would not hav 
taken much harping to do it. But as it is the attempt to go 
marching down through Georgia has not been accomplished, 
and as I do not intend to stay here much longer, I shall not 
make any further attempt. Henry Bxronuma. 


Rmerway, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOR: I write to giv a hearty second to the motion 
of J. H. Guthrie, in his letter dated October 10th, viz.: 
‘That you appoint a committee from among the intelligent 
Freethinkers of the United States to prepare an outline of 
constitution and by-laws to govern such a society [viz., a 
Liberal organization], and submit the same to the readers of 
your paper.” I am only a new subscriber to your paper, 
and am much interested in the advancing strides of Liberal 
thought. It seems that the times are ripe for organized 
effort by Liberals in carrying forward their efforts to en- 
lighten a superstition-ridden world. Let us rally and mass 
together, form in line and attack the defenses of error and 
superstition and carry them by assault. As many as are in 
favor of Mr. Guthrie’s motion, say aye. Communicate your 

answer by postal to THE TRUTH SEEKER by next mail. 

i Gro. L. Prart. 

NEwazkE, N. J., Nov. 9, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: In looking over Tug TauTH BEzxzR of last 
week, I saw a letter from Mr. Longford, of Friendship 
League, Philadelphia, giving an account of the lectures de- 
livered before that body by Miss Ada Campbell, of Austra- 
lia. My object in writing to you to-day is to add my testi- 
mony to that of Mr. Longford, in favor of Miss Campbell, 
who spoke before this League this afternoon to a crowded 
house, and who, if we can judge by the enthusiastic applause 
of the audience, has certainly demonstrated her great abil- 
ity ag an orator. Perhaps if I should say that we are en- 
deavoring to secure Miss Campbell again for next Sunday, it 
would seem sufficient evidence that we all appreciated her 
talent and ability. I hope you will publish this, so that 


other societies will not fail to avail themselvs of the oppor.. 


tunity to listen to this talented lady. With best regards, 
CnuaARLES C. Sonmirt, Secretary Newark Liberal League. 


LEXINGTON, ILL., Oct. 30, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I received the picture book, and I think it 
is worth double the amount paid for it, and so I am trying 


‘to sell a few for you. Please find inclosed $2 for another | 


“ Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” I will giv you the 
names of a few people here who are nearly if not altogether 
Freethinkers in principle, and I think if you would send 
them a sample copy of your paper they might be induced to 
take it and thereby great good be the result. I love your 
paper very much. And also I would like to be able to 
attend some lectures, but there do not seem to be any very 
near me. I would contribute considerable to hav a lecture 
in this city this winter. There has been quite an awakening 
going on here, and several hav left the churches and declared 
in favor of intellectual freedom. 

I am getting names to the petition to hav the World's 
Fair open on Sundays. Sunday is the only day I can go, as 
Iam a telegraph operator, and work every day from 9 A.M, 


‘| to 2 Pom. 


Hoping I may see a society of Freethinkers in this place, 
Iam, ` Respectfully, H. Coons. 
Norrs Benron, O., Nov. 8, 1890. 
Mer. EprroR: I cannot do without THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The first paper inquired for is Taz Truru SEEKER, and the 
pictures are the first things looked at. They are a valuable 
addition to the paper, and should be printed in book form. 
Ishow them to my Presbyterian brethren. We liv in a 
fiduciary neighborhood of Presbyterians who depend for 
sslvation on faith without works, for their works would 
damn them. Their preachers and some of their members, 
with their elastic religion and elastic testimony, excuse one 
of their members for putting his property in his father’s 
name and running away, and leaving an invalid wife and 
minor children without the necessaries of life on the cold 
charities of the world. 'They hav to besupported by the 
charities of those neighbors who are not Christians by pro- 
fession. But itis no wonder when we think where they get 
their teachings from—the Bible, interpreted by John Calvin. 
And as for Calvin, the story of Michael Servetus is enough 
to stamp the arch would-be reformer with infamy. It 
makes the blood chill to think of the cruelties committed in 
the name of Christianity. CHESTER BEDELL. 


Portsmoutn, O., Nov. 8, 1890. 

Msz. EprroR: In thinking over the proceedings of the 
Secular Union at Portsmouth and noting the highly moral 
tone of all the speakers, I began to think that the word 
“ Secular " hardly indicated the true character of the society, 
and it struck me forcibly that Secular Moralists would be a 
better name and indicate the true character of the society 
much better. The word *'Zecular" may be made to stand 
for almost anything, and givs our enemies a good chance to 
misrepresent us, but with ‘“ Moralist” added it would be 
different. When we were represented as immoral people, 
the people would take it with a great deal of allowance, and 
would wonder that an immoral society should take the name 
of “ Moralists,” and they would inquire into the facts. To 
“Secular” might be added Anarchists, libertins, devils, or 
any other evil name, and it would not be a contradiction of 
terms. This idea forced itself on me the morning after the 
convention adjourned, and I place it on record for the con- 
Bideration of the officers and members of the Secular Union, 
to be acted upon at the next meeting of the Congress if you 
please to publish it. Jous Downzs. 


PonrviLLE, N. Y., Nov. 6, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: The picture book came all right, and it is a 
goodone. I hav set it on mission work amongst the heathens 
already. 

Here isa bit of news from the Oswego Valley Mail: 

Rev. E. 8. Wilcox, formerly pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal church at Shingle Houee, Potter county, Pa., has 
quit preaching and is engaged in taking care of saws in one 
of McKeon Co.’s big mills. There is considerable difference 
between preaching for $400 per year and filing saws for 
$1,000 per year. 

I was well acquainted with Mr. Wilcox, and only a few 
years ago he left a job of filing for $8 per day to work for 
the Lord. But it appears that the Lord went back on him. 
Well, I hope he has seen the error of his ways. 

He could not be a Talmage 
And roam o'er holy land. 
He could not be a Moody 
And with the people stand. 
He could not be a Sam Jones 
To rave, to rear, and spout. 
He could not be a Sam Small 
To make the folks shell out. 
Yours for truth, Joun R. Coats. 


Dzs Morza, Ia., Oct. 28, 1890. 

Mr. EprrOoR: Please find inclosed $4—$2 to apply on 
subscription, and for the other $2 please send the picture 
book with blank leaves. I am well pleased with the paper, 
and especially with Heston’s pictures. They are Buperb. 
If there is anything that does knock the superstition out of 
the blind bigots, it isto read Taz TRUTH SEEKER and then 
look at the pictures before going to bed. With two or three 
doses I warrant a sure cure. The sky-pilots need but to look 
at King David's pictures to know how it is themselvs. I 
wish you would prevail on Heston to get us up a family 
record. I know he can do it. We want one we could frame 
and hang in our parlor. Let it hav say Bruno’s picture at 
the head margin, Bennett's at the bottom, Ingersoll's and 
Macdonald's at the sides. This would suit me. It certainly 
would be the most valuable piece of- furniture that could be 
placed in our homes, and the money for it would be the best- 
Spent money that a man ever spent, rich or poor. Let us 
hav the record by all means. I would like an expression 
from all Liberals. I am sure Taz TRUTH SEEKER will pub. 


lish their wishes and views, also that Brother Heston will 
get up the record if we desire it. Carr. T. J. KENNEDY. 


Jorun, Mo., Nov. 8, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: It is a matter of great satisfaction to me, as 
it must be to every true, liberty-loving citizen of the United 
States, that the results of the present election will cause 
Mr. Blair, of Sunday Rest bill notoriety, to pack up his gos- 
pel traps and decamp from the halls of the national legisla- 
ture. May he never return to disgrace them any more. We 
bid Mr. Blair a hearty departure. May he lubricate the 
axles of his gospel cart with salvation oil, and fill his lamps 
well with Christian grace, that they be a lamp to his path 
and a light to his feet while he travels the dark and hideous 
road of priesteraft and superstition, that will surely carry 
him far away from humanity and civilization. May he be 
eminently successful in loading up his gospel garbage. 
May he be triumphantly successful in barreling up his old — 
coagulated Jesus blood, and load it upon a theological ship 
and sail far, far away never more to return to engage in a 
diabolical scheme to try to undermine and sap the founda- 
tion of the free and independent United States of America, 
as secured to us by the life-blood of our forefathers of 76. 
May the time speedily come when the Christian heaven will 
be looked upon as a reward for crime and their hell as a 
scarecrow for intellectual cowards and idiots. 
Yours fraternally, De. F. D. Owen. 


Evansvitte, Minn., Oct. 25, 1890. 

Mz. Epor: Inclosed find $3.50—$2 for the ‘‘ Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book,” and $1.50 for the grand 
paper. 
~ Here is a story about a Lutheran farmer and a Lutheran 
preacher. Some of us Liberals had a Unitarian, Rev. 
Kristofer Janson, of Minneapolis, to speak here. He spoke 
here September 26th twice, first over the Bible and second 
over the Gods. A few days before he came, this farmer 
came in one evening (he knew I was one on the committee), 
and said to me that I was the most miserable man on earth, 
who could allow such a bad man and Freethinker to come 
into town. He jumped on his legs and clapped his hands 
and swore over me, and said he should do all the harm he 
could to destroy me. Next day the preacher himself came, 
called on my principal, and wanted him to stop Mr. Janson 
from coming. He said, ‘‘ This is my bread, and if he comes 
he will destroy it for me.” My principal said he could not 
and would not stop him. On Sunday in his church he 
preached against him, thus warning his sheep not to go and 
listen to him. On September 26th people from all surround- 
ing districts came into town and heard Mr. Jamieson, and 
many orthodox were made skeptics. Mr. Jamieson is a 
grand speaker. On November ist he speaks here again. 
Good wishes to all who are fighting the monster we call 
superstition. MARTIN GRAT. 


GowER, Mo., Oct. 27, 1890. 

Me. Eprrog: Governor Ingles is a prominent lawyer of 
Plattsburg, Mo., and I will tell you how I got him as a 
Subscriber. He was in Gower, where I liv, on legal busi- 
ness, and I had just got Taz TRUTHS SxEkzR out of the 
office and had read John Peck’s conclusion of *' The Chris- 
tian’s India Rubber God,” when I met with Colonel Algair 
and Governor Ingles. After the usual salutations, I told 
them to listen while I read the postscript of John Peck con- 
cerning the Christian's india rubber God. "They gave audi- 
ence, and when I was through reading Governor Ingles was 
captured as a subscriber. Long may Brother Peck liv to 
wield his brainy pen. 

I hav been battling as a Liberal and Secularist in the town 
of Gower, solitary and alone, for the last ten years. But 
Iam not discouraged, for our cause is of too much impor- 
tance for us to grow weary in well-doing. What a shame 
that in this the nineteenth century, when thought is speeding 
its way like electricity through the heavens, it should be 
necessary for us to stand upon the walls of liberty and warn 
the citizens of this republic of the destructiv approach of 
the orthodox wolves of ourland. But how true the expres- 
sion, * Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." How I 
long for the prison doors of the mind to fly wide open and 
let the intellectual star range co-extensiv with the universe ! 
Oh, the grandeur of Reason, walled by the frontal, parietal, 
and occipital bones, and lit by the great intellectual star 
that pervades the universe! J. W. Huroursos, M.D. 


Canon City, Cor, Nov. 8, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: I write mainly to indorse the idea of forming 
a Freethinkers’ mutual aid and protection association, and I 
agree with Mr. Hess’s idea that this society should hava 
political character—not by forming a new party, but by each 
member working in his own party, for the nomination and 
election of officials who he knows will favor the complete 
Beparation of the church from the state. Moreeffectiv work 
can be done in this line than perhaps by any other plan. 
The exclusivly educational method now being followed up is 
the foundation of success, but final success cannot be attained 
except through the law-making and executiv powers of the 
land; and we ought to begin work to secure at least our 
Share of these powers in all electiv bodies from district 
school directors up to president. 

Now, I want to ask if there is anything published suitable 
for a Liberal or scientific Sunday-school—something adapted 
to children particularly. If any of your readers know of 
such books, papers, or tracts, Or of the existence of any 
such Sunday-school as this, I would like to hear from them. 
This is another line of work which we ought to inaugurate 
at once. If there is no line of books and papers for this 
work, some Liberal of means ought to get one up at as low 
a price as possible. A course something like this would be 
suitable: History of events showing the effects of the con- 
nection of church and state; comparatiy religion j collection 
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ŘŘŘŘŘŘŮŮŘŘŘŮŘŘŘŘŮŮŮ ERREUR 
a 
of scientific and historical facts showing up the errors of | ing toeverlasting without being made or created, is it not more | all this to be? Why is this thus?” When this happens 
Bibles, and & code of natural morals. This, with tracts and | unreasonable to believe God has always existed? We never | they will only hav themselvs to blame. 
papers containing entertaining stories connected with the | hav seen him, but we do behold things existing in nature. In the last Teura SEEKER I noticed your urgent appeal in 
work in hand, or containing a moral lesson, would, I think, | And if God could exist without being created, why, the sun, | behalf of the World's Fair Bunday opening. Iam very busy 
be about what is needed. It would be so much better to | moon, stars, and everything we behold in nature could hav | now, but after January ist I will hav more leisure, and 
teach our children such things as these than to allow them, | always existed without a creator or God. For it is certain | shall start a petition in this city, using the blank you hav 
as nearly all Liberals do, to go to à church Sunday-school | that they do exist, and it is not certain that there is a God. | prepared, and see how many signers I can get for Sunday 
and there get stuffed with a little truth mixed up with a | Christians hang their faith on the teachings of the Bible, | opening. Though in an orthodox and pious city, I believe 
great deal of error and superstition. If the children are | but when I read it it becomes so terribly absurd; and if it | Ican roll upa petition that will be astonishing. We will 
taken care of in this respect, they will help wonderfully in | was true God himself for the most of the time is represented | petition everybody decent, respectable, and intelligent, 
the next generation. GQ. P. BRENE. as a relentless demon. If I were fully convinced that there | being Jew, Christian, Infidel, or pagan, layman or clergy- 
is a God, I would honestly be ashamed to accuse him of | man. We think we will send you a petition that will be 
what the Bible does. Let all Christians ask themselvs this | commendable. L. DeWiırr Griswo.p. 
question, who made God? If he always was, may it not be 
that all things else hav always been, and therefore did not 
need a creator? And that would do away with the God 
idea. Christians, if there is a God, say so—then prove it. 
If, like me, you do not know, be honest with yourselvs and 
say you do not know. . 
Yours for liberty and investigation, ^ CBas. A. GLENN. 


Dayton, O., Nov. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: As I hav been traveling over the world for 
over fifty years, I hav never had time to become a Christian 
in the common acceptation of the term. It is true I joined 
one church here and another there, because it was fashion- 
able. I had no time to think of cause and effect. Indeed, 
until I got hold of Taz TzurR BERKER, that great and noble 
paper, which led me to think and seek the truth, I was satis- 
fied to go to church to hear the music and see the girls, and 
Iam compelled to tell the truth, I never once in my life 
thought of salvation, but only of love to the female gex. 

Of late I hav been bothered to death by an ignorant Meth- 
odist member by the name of Holden, and on every visit he 
would ask me, ' Do you want to be saved?" Being thus 
provoked by this ignorant man, I replied finally in these 
words: '‘ If the dogs and wolves and bears would eat me 
after death, according to your doctrin my spirit would walk 
out and go across the river Styx. Now, I believe this is the 
only world where we can enjoy life, and I do not care where 
my spirit goes. They tell me spirits are fiying about, and 
that they hav been seen in the big Chicago fire dancing and 
playing all sorts of tricks; that they fly about one's room; 
that they sit listening to what we say; that they can read 
and write; that they enjoy their freedom; that if you send 
for them in America and they are in Europe they will come; 
that they know your thoughts and mind; and that they are 
in every church in the world at the same time like the 
triune God, Christ, Mary, and all the angels. But I do not 
believe in one of them.” In fact, I got so sick and tired of 
this fool that I begged him to go and read Tus TavurH 
BEEKEB, and inwardly digest it, and if this would not open 
his mind to conviction, I advised him to go to the insane 
asylum, where he would find lots of Christians like himself 
who had lost their senses trying to understand the Bible and 
its silly, incomprehensible doctrins. On my giving him 
these words, so ably and so richly supported in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, he picked up his hat and flung his body out of my 
room, and the last words I heard from him were, ‘‘ The 
devil!” 

Now, I hav only a few words more to say—that I am 
poor, old, and unable to take Taz Truru BEEKER, but if I 
had millions I would send one to the sixty millions of people 
in the United States and one to every Christian in the world. 

FRED ROBERTSON. 


MABOELINE, Mo., Oct. 31, 1890. 

Mr. EprroR: I hav been listening to some more balder- 
dash to-day, and every time I hear it I feel a kind of inspira- 
tion urging me to write my opinions, so that others than 
those whom I come in contact with may read them. It is 
just as reasonable for me to believe that everything else 
has always existed in some form as it is to believe that God 
has always existed. The Christians hav been urging me to 
believe that God created everything that existg in six days, 
and that God himself has existed throughout all past time 
and before there was a time; that he was without beginning 
or ending. When I ask them where God was during this 
eternity before the beginning, and what he was doing, they 
cannot tell me. When I ask them what he is doing now 
they cannot tell me. And when I intimate that some law or 
force governing nature is probably all the God there is, they 
rant and laugh, and ask, ‘‘Do you think everything came 
by chance?” They cannot believe that the earth, sun, moon, 
and stars, and everything else in nature, has always existed 
in some form, but they believe & God has existed always in 
the past, and that after countless ages of dwelling alone (no 
one knows where) he jumped up and created the world, sun, 
moon, and stars, and everything that is, in six days, out of 
nothing. It may be that my reasoning faculties are poor, 
for I cannot explain how something could be created from 
nothing. Neither canItell why the Christians hav not the 
knowledge to tell me. If Christians know so much of God, 
Jesus, and the devil, why can they not answer these hard 
problems? Like the Agnostic, they are necessarily forced to 
say, “I don't know." Christians detest the works of Vol- 
taire, of Paine, of Ingersoll, and all other books that oppose 
Christianity. They tell me all books opposed to the Chris- 
tian belief are untrue, unreasonable. They believe in one 
book, the Bible, and disbelieve a score of others. They 
claim their Bible was given of inspiration. They prove it by 
the book itself, which is the very poorest source to look to 
for evidence. If the Bible be false, would it not tell a false- 
hood to establish itself? And if it be true in all respects, 
would there not be evidence sufficient outside of itself to 
prove its purity and to convert all the Infidels in the land? 
The proof does not exist outside the Bible to prove all it 
says, therefore I cannot believe it to be God’s own word. If 
the fact of the existence of a personal God was established 
I could not think the Bible his word. And as the fact is not 
established, I hav no desire to force the belief upon myself. 
Ido not know; howcanI know? And to be honest with 
myself I should not say I know when I do not know. Ihav 
never seen God, neither hav I met any who hav seen him. 
Therefore is it not more reasonable to say the sun, moon, 
earth, and stars hav always existed in some form without a 
God, than to say that there somewhere exists a God when 
nobody knows where he is? And if he existed from everlast- 


MONTPELIER, IND., Nov. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: C. E. Boynton and others are advocating a 
secret order of Liberals, an institütion that I hope may be 
constructed to meet a pressing want at the present time. We 
can see cases of modern religious persecution, from the time 
of Abner Kneeland to the present, and they are on the 
increase. Therefore we as reformers need to combine and 
organize ourselvs to meet the common enemy, the supersti- 
tious tyranny of the Christian church. Webster defines 
superstition, false religion; and the Liberals pronounce the 
Adam story, the fall of man, and the atonement all false, 
and a superstition, therefore our persecution. 

England has its declaration of rights, adopted in 1689, 
which says: ‘‘It was therefore declared, the power of sus- 
pending and of dispensing with laws by regal authority is 
illegal, that the commissioners for eeclesiastical cause, and 
all commissions and courts of the like, are illegal.” The 
French passed their Rights of Man bill in 1789, and in 1776 
the United States adopted their Declaration that ‘“ to secure 
these rights governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the -governed,” all 
embracing the primary principles of human liberty—which 
always hav been and still are invaded by religious: bigotry 
and intolerance. Our present political outlook might be 
compared to a great cavern, and the farther we look within 
the darker it is. But we can see the Republican party, con- 
troled by the evangelical churches and the whisky ring. 
And the Democratic party, controled by the Catholic church, 
or the pope and whisky ring. Both parties extend their 
whole influence to support the moneyed monopolies of the 
world, expecting to receive the patronage of the money 
power in return. The situation of the Prohibition party is 
aptly described by Parker Pillsbury in the Preethinker’s 
Magazine, where he says, ‘ When it married the church and 
took the name of Christian, with the pompous W. C. T. U. 
like the A. B. C. F. M. of one of the missionary organiza- 
tions, I feared for it. But now that it has polygamously 
wedded itself to the God-in-the-Constitution conspiracy it 
has been my despair.” I look for the new party organized 
at St. Louis September, 1890, through the alliance of the 
various labor factions and some of the Prohibitionists, and 
what do I find? The convention was opened with prayer, 
and the preamble to the platform commences with, ‘‘ We 
recognize the almighty law-giver who decreed the universal 
brotherhood of man,” etc. And then they named it the 
National Reform party, which has been the name of the 
God-in-the-Constitution party for the last fifteen years. I 
take it that the party is sold to the church. Now that your 
eyes hav become somewhat accommodated to the darkness, 
look farther in the cavern and see the evangelical Christians 
as far as possible taking control of the public schools, and 
demanding that there shall be religious instruction and even 
catechising of the religious belief of the children. The 
Catholics use this as a subterfuge for parochial schools. 
Look farther in and you will see the cavern strewn with the 
relics of the Inquisition, martyrdoms, and wars of exter- 
mination. 

We do not want the old story repeated. We need to or- 
ganize in a way to get all the strength possible. And I feel 
sure that a secret order is what we need. And we need it 
not only destructiv but constructiv. It takes hard work to 
tear down the old building and clear away the old dirty 
rubbish. But it takes a great deal more work to erect the 
grand new structure. But if we will build on strictly scien- 
tific principles the structure will endure perpetually. All 
our civilization is the result of strictly scientific develop- 
ment, though it has been badly retarded by unscientific 
effort. Mathematical knowledge is necessary in measuring 
the earth or dividing chemical equivalents. We must meas- 
ure and weigh in developing machinery, tilling the soil, or 
building and running manufacturing establishments. As- 
tronomy, geography, and navigation must be understood 
before merchants can transport and distribute the manufact- 
ures to feed and clothe mankind. The sciences are not en- 
lirely developed, and new discoveries will be made. Re- 
vealing nature’s laws to man is scientific labor. Living in 
harmony with the laws. of nature is the true moral code. 
The best interest of mankind as social beings condemns & 
few monopolizing the necessities and comforts of life, and 
the many consequently suffering. It condemns licentious- 
ness, and the use of whisky, tobacco, and poison drugs even 
when used as medicin; and we as philanthropists will not 
curse posterity by entailing on them such evil practices. 

I would favor naming our order Patrons of Science, and 
making ourselvs truly such. Be bold and independent Free- 
thinkers; but hav the order so secret that if necessary a 
person might belong and no one hav 8 knowledge of the 
fact except members of the order. I would that the women 
should be encouraged to join, and that they should be eligi- 
ble to any office in the order. Ignorant, superstitious women 
are the mainstay to the church, and the remedy is to educate 
and enlighten them. Let those that are enlightened apply 
themselvs to the task. Let the children be well cared for. 

Yours for Patrons of Science, WN. ALLEN. 


PurLADELPHIA, Pa., Nov. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: I am very highly pleased to report that our 
League had the good fortune to hear yesterday two aplendid 
lectures from that intellectual giant, Charles Watts, who in 
my judgment is the best expounder of Freethought in this 
country. We had two magnificent audiences at both lect- 
ures ; in fact, the spacious hall proved entirely too small to 
accommodate the evening audience, as many could not obtain 
entrance, but had to be contented to stand outside to hear, 
which they did for two full hours. The subject of Mr. 
Watte's discourse in the afternoon was “ Labor and Capital 
from a Secular Standpoint." The lecturer proved to the 
satisfaction of the vast audience, judging from the frequent 
applause, that the salvation of the working classes. rested 
with themselvs. At the close of the lecture an Anarchist 
and a Socialist criticised the lecture. The former thought 
that while the lecture was good it was not very profound, 
and the latter thought that the lecturer was behind the age. 
To those who hav heard Mr. Watts in his closing reply to 
his critics, it will not be difficult to imagin how easily he de- 
molished them. In fact, as I said before, judging from the 
frequent applause, the sophistry of Anarchy was never bet- 
ter exposed before to a Philadelphia audience. The Social- 
ist fared a little better, but nevertheless he came in for his 
share of a good thrashing, as the lecturer showed to the 
satisfaction of the audience that he, the Socialist, was behind 
the age, and not the age behind him. The evening’s dis- 
course was, “ Mind and Matter—Whence comes Intel- 
ligence?” ‘Well, to tell you the truth, words cannot express 
our appreciation of this grand philosophical and scientific 
discourse, as he left not a shred of ground for the Spiritual- 
ist and Materialist to base an argument upon. While listen- 
ing to it, I could not but help thinking of Baron D'Holbach's 
** System of Nature,” that I read some years ago, and which 
made me a Materialist, although the lecturer was far in ad- 
vance of the time in which that work was written, as all 
know that hav heard Mr. Watts or read his lectures. As 
the lecturer expected a lively debate to follow, he curtailed 
his lecture somewhat in order to giv his opponents an oppor- 
tunity to reply, as the Spiritualists turned out in great num- 
bers to hear a scholar who they knew was not favorable to 
their doctrin scientifically speaking. The debate that fol- 
lowed was an utter disappointment to the lecturer. Apart 
from the statement that tables could go around and giv raps 
when asked to do so, and other similar testimony, it left the 
speaker without anything to reply to. I will conclude by 
giving the Lesgue’s sincere thanks to all those who contrib- 
uted toward these lectures, thereby making it possible for us 

to enjoy these intellectual treats. — Gzo. LONGFORD, Sec. 

Erma, N. Y., Oct. 26, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed remittance which pays 
for the best, largest, and greatest Liberal educator in the 
world to Jan. 1, 1892. I also inclose $1 for the Liberal 
Literature Fund, and if I could afford it, I would send you 
$100 for this very purpose, for never was it so absolutely 
necessary as now to disseminate the teachings of Liberalism. 
It is astonishing to find by talking with nearly all classes 
how Very uninformed they are upon the great questions of 
the present relativ to state and church. They seem to think 
that the state and nation are both subservient and must bow 
in humble submission to the rulings of the church, and that 
not to acquiesce to her mandates is to commit a terrible 
crime. They do not seem to be at all cognizant of the fact 
that the church is marshaling her forces to completely set 
to naught the liberties of this country. Only a few weeks 
ago a person said to me, ** We should be willing to leave it 
to the church and her clergy to make our laws, do our 
thinking, and prescribe to us what is right or wrong." When 
such utterances as these, and much worse, are spoken and 
believed in, it reminds us of the very great work yet to be 
done by the Liberals of this country to awaken thought 
upon these questions, and the only way to do this is to lay 
before the great uninformed masses Liberal literature by 
which the people can learn of the wily machinations of the 
church being made upon the rights and liberties which we 

yet enjoy. i 

‘It is somewhat discouraging, I say, to behold how very 
oblivious the people are concerning the results arising from 
a practical union of church and state. Almost every day 
can any beholder see disappearing our personal rights, 
liberties, and privileges, and not one voice is raised for their 
retention, and unless the people arouse to action and assert 
their individual rights and bid ‘‘ Hands off,” they will wake 
up some morning to find themselvs bound hand and foot 
with chains of church tyranny. That wil set them toj, 
asking, '* When and how did this all happen? How came 
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Children’s Gerner. 


JMdited by Miss Susan H. Woon, Fall 
_ River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. . 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Bright Side. 


If one looks upon the brighi side 
It is sure to be the right side— . 
At least that's how I've found it as I've journeyed 
through each day. 
And it’s queer how shadows Vanish: 
And how easy ’tis to banish 
From a bright side sort of nature every doleful 
thing away. 


There are two sides to a question, 
As we know; 80 the suggestion 
Of the side which holds the sunlight seems most 
reasonable to me. 
And, you know, we can’t be merry, 
And make our surroundings cheery, : 
If we will persist in coddling every gloomy thing 
wo 860. 


There's a sensible quotation 
Whieh will fit in every 8tation— 
We all know it: ‘As the twig is bent, so is the 
tree inclined.” 
And the twigs of thought we're bending, 
If to ways of gloom we're tending, 
Will be pretty sure to twist and dwarf and quite 
deform the mind. 


There'8 a way of searching Over 
The wide 8kies till we discover 
Whether storms are on the way, or the weather 


ancient times command fancy prices, while 
the more common kinds are used for making 


a Certain kind of varnish and even in medicin.. 


The world's supply of the two, amber and 
ambergris, does not wholly depend upon 
what may be accidentally found. Dredging 
for amber is now systematically carried on by 
regularly organized companies, and all 
spermaceti whales killed by whalemen are 
subjected to a pretty thorough post.mortem 
examination, the find of ambergris in the 
monster's interior often being vastly more 
valuable than the oil extracted from his blub- 


ber overcoat. 
————— —-9——————— 


Evolution of the Voice. 

Darwin seems inclined to believe that as 
women hav sweeter voices than men they 
were the first to acquire musical powers in 
order to attract the other sex, by which I 
suppose he means that the feminin voice 
owes its greater sweetness to more persever- 
ing culture for purposes of flirtation. I db 
not know whether the ladies of the present 
day will own this soft impeachment, or 
whether they will be flattered by the sugges. 
tion that their remote ancestresses lived in a 
perpetual leap year of courtship. 

Other emotions, however, besides the mas- 
ter passion of love had to be expressed ; joy, 
anger, fear, and pain had all to find utter- 
ance, and the nervous centers excited by 
these various stimuli threw the whole mus- 
cular system into violent contractions, which 
in the case of the muscles moving the chest 
and the vocal cords naturaly produced 
sound—that is to say, voice. These move- 
ments, at first accidental and purposeless, in 


that we love ; 
And the blue may fast be hiding _ 
Back of clouds which swift are rising: 
Yet we know the blue i8 shining still, and spread- 
ing far above. 


And while that will last forever 
(For the true blue fadeth never), 
The dark clouds must soon or later be dispersed 
and fade away ; 
And the sweet, ** bright side ” still shining 
Will meet the eyes inclining 
To watch for it and welcome it, however dark the 
day. 
So, my friends, let's choose the bright side, 
Just the happy, glorious right side: . 
Which will giv us health and spirits just as long 
a8 life shall last ; 
And the sorrows that roll o'er us 
Shall not always go before us, 
If we keep a watch for blue skies, and will hold its 
sunshine fast. —Mary D. Brine. 
—— 
Willie’s Tears. 
Last night ‘mid tears, a sorry shower, 
Before the peaceful twilight hour, 
Was willful Willie put to bed— 
* A bad, bad boy,” 80 mamma said, 
"s Butlo ! this morning, like the sky 
Unclouded shone his clear blue eye. 


. And when upon his happy view 
- The meadows gleamed, all teared with dew, 
He clapped his tiny palms and cried, 
His plump, pink cheeks aglow with pride, 
“ Last night, last night. O biamma, see, 
The angel-boys were bad like me !? 
—Clinton Scollard in Santa Claus. 


——— it —À 
What Ambergris Is. 

Ambergris, which is used as a basis for 

nearly all standard perfumery, was first found 

. an unattractiv mass floating on the surface of 
the sea or lodged upon the shore. How 80 
unlikely a substance ever suggested itself as 
a perfume is unknown, but it has been in use 
for centuries, and it is only until comparativly 
recent times that its origin has become known. 

` It is nothing more than the morbid secretion 
of the liver of a sick spermaceti whale. It is 
described as a fatty, waxy substance, dis- 
agreeable to sight or touch, but even in its 
crude state exhaling a pleasant odor. 'The 
crude substance is subjected to chemical 
action to extract the activ principle, called 
&mberine. It was recently reported that a 
Maine fisherman picked up a mass of the sub- 
stance which nearly filled a barrel and is 
worth $25,000. 'This is probably an exag- 
geration both as to size and price, for the 
largest piece on record was found at the 
Windward islands, weighing one hundred 
and thirty pounds. This was sold for about 
$2,600. 

Amber was also first found on the shores 
of the sea after severe storms. For a time its 
origin was unknown, but it was early put to 
use and regarded with a superstitious awe by 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, ita peculiar 
electrical qualities being noted by them. It 
is now thought to be the gum of forest trees 
which perished ages and ages ago, the lands 
upon which they flourished having become 
the ocean’s bed. Amber has no fixed value, 
the price being regulated wholly by size, 
quality, and other considerations. Drops of 
amber in which are imbedded insects of those 


time became inseparably associated with the 
emotional state giving rise to them, so as to 
coincide with it, and thus serve as an index 
or expression thereof. From this to the vol- 
untary emission of vocal sounds is an easy 
step, and it is probable enough that the 
character of those sounds was primarily due 
to the ** imitation and modification of differ- 
ent natural sounds, the voices of other ani. 


mals, and men's own instinctiv cries." 
——— ec 


Boys Who Do Not Play. 

An Englishman traveling in Germany 
writes: ‘‘German boys never play. They 
hav no games, no sports. Life is to them a 
serious business. During a year’s residence 
in a German town— where were a university, 
a gymnasium, a veal schule, people's schools, 
and various private schools, and where, hav- 
ing two boys of my own in school, I had 
good opportunity to learn of boys’ life—I 
never saw or heard, with the exception of one 
game of hide and seek, a single game. Once, 
in crossing a large court, I saw a company of 
boys .choosing sides for a game of ball. I 
watched with interest a spectacle so un- 


usual, wishing to see how a German boy 
would look when actually engaged in a game; 
but I was disappointed, as the company soon 
broke up in a fight. I was not surprised, for 
fighting, not in anger or hot blood, but easily 
and naturally, is the amusement of the Ger. 
man boy. Not that he is more pugnacious 
than other boys; but the military disciplin 
that curbs him in school and the sight of sol- 
diers whenever he steps into the street keep 
constantly before him the idea and almost 
the necessity of fighting. This lack of health. 
ful sport seriously affects the boy, depriving 
him of much enjoyment and making him old 
before he is mature.” 


Plain Enough, 
No thing is made for nothing. Every part 
of even the smallest animal's structure is, or 


has been, of use to him. Otherwise it never 
would hav been developed. 

"Can you tell me, my friend,” said an 
elderly gentleman to the keeper of the menag. 
erie, ** what the hump on that animal’s back 
is for?” 

** What's it for?” 

“Yes. Of what value is it?” 

“Wel, it’s lots of value. 
wouldn’t be no good widout it.” 

"Why not?" — 

“ Why not? Yer don’t suppose people ’ud 
pay twenty-five cents to see a camel widout 
any hump on him, do yer?” 

——————9—3—9——————— 
A Monster Locomotiv. 

The largest locomotiv in the world has 
just been placed on the Big Four road. It 
is sixty-five feet in length, and weighs 
180,000 pounds. It has two boilers, between 
which the cab is placed, which is as large as 
a small house. On the pilot twenty people 
can be seated. It requires two firemen and 
one engineer, and ita inventor claims it can, 
under favorable conditions, make ninety 
miles an hour. i 


De camel 


Correspondence. 


RooxviLLE, Ina., Oct. 18, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I. would 
write to the Corner, because I do not see 
many letters in it. This is my first letter. 
Father has taken Tus TRUTH EEKER for 
about six years. We hav twelve pet sheep, 
three calves, and eleven little pigs. I am 
going to school now. I study arithmetic, 
grammar, geography, reading, and writing. 

I will close for this time. 
Your little Freethinker, 
Laura M. CARLTON. 


SnowviLLe, Va., Nov. 10, 1890. 

. Dear Susix: Seeing the appeal of our be- 
loved poetess, Mary Baird Finch, for Cook 
and Casey, in the Corner, I notice no ad. 
dresses are given, and I feel so anxious that 
these two helpless old veterans of Liberalism 
should be helped, I hasten to send their ad- 
dresses: R. M. Casey, Five Forks, 8. C. 
Prof. J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan. I would 
also say that anyone writing me and wishing 
to help them can inclose the necdful, and I 
will gladly forward it. 

Thine for true kindliness, 
ErMiNA D. SrENKER. 


DALEVILLE, Inn., Oct. 26, 1890. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Dear Friend: As 
I hav not written for a long time, I will try 
and write again. 'There are three Sunday- 
schools here every Sunday. There was a 
man preached here, not long ago, and Said 
that R. G. Ingersoll was dead, but had re- 
pented on his death-bed. I told him that I 
did not want to dispute his word, but Mr. 
Ingersoll was not dead, and I was happy 
that I knew it. He wanted to know if I was 
an Infidel. I told him I was. He wanted 
to know, then, if I ever knew an Infidel to 
goto heaven. I told him I had never been 
there to see, and nobody else that I ever 
heard tell of. We take Tux TRUTH SEEKER, 
and could not do without it. The town looks 
dead, for all that the church bells are clat- 
tering. Itis very cold. Well, as I am mak- 
iog my letter too long, I will close. Hoping 
to see this in print, I remain, 

Your Infidel Friend, Rosa Remssuze. 

BarrsTON Spa, Oct. 20, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you, as I did not see any little girl's 
letter in the Corner to-day. Well, I will say, 
my little friends hav gone to Sunday-school 
to hear some more slush and Bible lies, but I 
thought I would stay at home and tell you 
about my sister, who livs in Jersey City. 
She has a big bouncing girl, born two weeks 
ago, and its name is Maud Ingersoll Frayer; 
her hair is as white as silver, and her eyes a 
deep blue. She has lifted her little head 
alone from the day she was born. I hava 
little black skye terrier, and I call him Robert 
Ingersoll, and I hav lots of fun with him. 
Mamma wishes the Freethinkers would hold 
another convention at Saratoga or at the 
White Sulphur Springs. Ha, ha, ha— 
wouldn’t we hav a nice time singing and 
swinging? I wish we had a Liberal Sunday- 
school. I think I am taking too much space 
in the Corner, so good-bye. 

Yours for love and truth, 
Harrm Janz THORPE. 
QuENEMO, Kan., Oct. 21, E.M. 290. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: It has been a long 
time since I hav written to the Children's 
Corner, and I am glad I can truthfully say it 
has progressed wonderfully since last I wrote, 
under the able management of Miss Wixon. 
Success to her and many others that are work- 
ing for the ever-prevailing truth. In my esti- 
mation the Corner is improving and the read- 
ers as well. 

I always watch for a letter from George 
Remsburg. Oh, that there were many more 
such Liberals as he! 

We hav taken Tur TRUTH Sxrxer for 
about twelve years, and think it one of the 
grandest Freethought papers ever published. 

One day one of our Christian friends came 
to our house and happened to see Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER and looked at the pictures, and hap- 
pened to look at the name of the paper and 
saw it was THE TRUTH SEEKER. She threw 
it upon the floor, but she got so she would 
look at the pictures but would never read 
any. But they, no doubt, set her to thinking 
upon the subject of Freethought.. 

My folks are personally acquainted with 
Prof. J. H. Cook and hav been to his home. 
They say that he is in very destitute circum- 
stances. i 

I agree with Mary B. Finch about building 
monuments over the dead. If they would 
take the money spent upon building them 
and build roofed monuments, and build them 
for the living and helpless Freethinkers, it 
would do a great deal more good. And that 
is what we want to work for—do all the good 
for the human family that we can. Do all 
the good we can in this world, and the best 
we can in the next (if there be a next). 

That is something like the story of the man 
that wanted to pray and did not know 
whether there was a God to pray to or not. 
He said: “O God! if there is a God, save 
my soul, if I hav a soul, from hell, if there is 
a hell.” And I think that is the way with a 
good many of them. "They are rather uncer- 
tain if there is a God. 

I would like to correspond with some of 
the Liberal girls and boys of the Corner. I 
am fifteen years of age. ; 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

Henry R, WATKINS. 


[Henry writes a pleasant. letter. We hope 
to hear from him soon sgain. Thanks for 
the pretty picture, Henry.—Ep. C. C.] 


Miss Wixon's Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


13mo, S00pp., $1. í 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
86 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Agnostic Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A, WATTS, 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnoatio View of the Bible..... Samuel Laing. 
Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism., 

. Bithell, B.Bo., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Amos Waters. 
Avatar, Come! A Poem. 
i __ Baladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
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The Iron Band Under the Velvet Glove. 


G. J. Holyoake. 
Practical Religion 


ROI ETE Oharles Watts. 
The Cinerary Urn. A Sonnet. j 
Author of '' Cæsar in Egypt.” 
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ndrogynous Gods. 
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The Poems of Joseph Ellis...... Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


ij 
Giordano Bruno. 
His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 

With a complete list of the American subscribera 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LYDA R. ONASE. 
Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc Ya dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


EOW READY. 
A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Liberal should hay this book 
in his home. Itis now ready for delivery. 

Price, $1.09. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Suporstition, 


BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration, ON York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to & man'8 reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel; 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantio narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—tBogton Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, " 


10 cents. 
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W. M. Williams, F.C.S. 


No. 42. History of the Science of Politics. 
By Frederick Pollock. 


. 43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Prof. 
Huxley, Prof. Agassiz, and others. 

. 44. 
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The Dawn of History. ByC.F.Keary, 
of the British Museum. 
-46. The Diseases of Memory. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


No. 47. The Childhood of Religion, 
Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 


No. 48. Life in Nature. 
Hinton. 


By 
(Illustrated). By James 


. 49. The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 


No. 50. Money and the Mechanism of Ex- 
No. 51. change, By Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, 


No. 52. The Diseases of the Will. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald. 


53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays, 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 


No. 54. The Birth and Growth of Myth. By 
award Clodd, F.R.A.8. 


No. 55. The Scientme Basis of Morals, and 


other Essays. By William Kingdon Clif 
ford, F.R.S. 


Single Nos. 15 cents; Double Nos. 30 cents. 


mo. 


. 102. 


. 109. The Coming Slavery; 


. 104. 


.106. Force and Energy. 


. 108. English, Past and Present. 


Lowe; Dr. Robert Brown, F.L.8,; Geo. 
G. Chisholm, F.R.G.8., and James Dal- 
Jas, F.L.8. 


. 100. Science and Poetry, with other Es- 


says. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 


. 101. ZEsthetics; Dreams and Association 


Of Ideas. By Jas. Bully and Geo. 
Croom Robertson. 

Ultimate Finance; A True Theory 
SP deren. By William Nelson 


The Sins of 
Legislators; The Great Political 
Superstition. By Herbert Spencer. 


Tropical Africa. By Henry Drum- 
mond, F.R.8. 


. 105. Freedom in Science and Teaching. 


By Ernst Haeckel, of the University of 
Jena. Witha Prefatory Note by Prof. 
Huxley. 


A. Theory of 
Dynamics. By Grant Allen. i 


. 107. Ultimate Finance. A True Theory 


of Wealth. 


By William Nelson 
Black. 


Part. I. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench, (Double 
number). 


. 109. English, Past and Present. Part II. ` 


By Richard Chenevix Trench. 


No. 110. The Story of Creation. A Plain Ac- 


count of Evolution. 


By Edward 
Clodd. (Double number). 


Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, cloth, plain edges—separately or together—1 vols., $2 per vol 
Algo same in cloth, extra, red edges, gold back—in sets oniy—13 vols., $1.75 per vol. 
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.F, C. , M. D. ; i 1 $3.00 per 
a full account of all the gods the nations , Intellectual, Moral, and By J. F, C. Hecker Written in prison. In cloth, p: 
of the earth hav worshiped, including © SOR Fiyata By Herbert Spencer. E No. 65. Three Essays. By Herbert Spencer. volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
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Supernatural Religion. An inquiry No. 11.) The Naturalist on the River Ama- Science. Four Addresses delivered at scription of what he saw in En land, 
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ization. 25 cents. No. $0. Bir Mot john trod” (Uustrakd | aot, whe Pleasures of Life. By Bir John | Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
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Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


| An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


luterrogatories to Jehovah. Be 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
tans upon a great variety of subjects, 
Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore's Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
so the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the Troth Seekers. Oloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers, 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 
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An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


: Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds 
10 conta. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. | 


Nots.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them ‘around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollara’ worth, 60 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. .................. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Ohristianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
68 Prophecies. Underwood.. 
62 The Jews and their God........ 
63 The Devil's Due Bills, Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2.,..... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J.S.Lyon.......... 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. OC. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations. John Syphers........ 
74 Danielin the Lion’s Den. Bennett.. 
15 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. 
*6 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett.......... 
11 The Fear of Death, D. M. Beunett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J.P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. .......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod, B.F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ ees 
97 Special Providences. W. 8. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday.... ` 
102 Fhe Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
304 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


- 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.............-. 
110 Invocation to the Universe. 3 Bennett.... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus, Bennett............ eee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
116 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard... 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell..............-- 
D] ~% 
122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘“ Ob- 
BELVCT VP 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ... 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
326 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood........ eee eee ee eee eene eto tates enano nno 
.130 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford.......... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........... 
137 Christian Love. C. L, Jamcs........ 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper 
140 Astro-Theology ,....... «4. 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher.......... 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins........ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age of BhaMS.se.ssesssesseseasoesoesaeslosrneae 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman ........... eese eee ee eee e eso so oeo 1 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
163 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 
256 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer... 
266 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 


v z 
C OS 05 DS BO D je 9 eg 


10 


b 
5 
3 
2 
b 
2 
0 
2 
2 
3 


m 


VVAA 


159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions................. eee 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
: Jail. Bentett..cccccscccccscssscssccscceses 
164 Bible Impesched. Chapman................ 
! 
pu SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Else 
burg, M.D.....cccccssesssceenescesscescesees 
2 Evolution: Homogeseous to Heteroge- 
NEOUS. Underwood ......cccccccrsecceseoes 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
6 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
X Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 20 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures. . ... .. eee e eee eee eee soon e esee, LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D........ccccccssssecser 5 
18 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Bymposlum..............- ecce, 10 


Wf See note at head of column, 


m 
bo o w oa 


topo roo Q9 Q 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, Eprror. ; 0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. l 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. HELEN H. GARDENER. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. L. K. WASHBURN. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 

CHARLES WATTS. LUCY. N. COLMAN. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 

J. H. BURNHAM. JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 

JÒHN PECK. MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. W. F. JAMIESON. 

H. O. PENTECOST. SUSAN H. WIXON. 

And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKERS “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has heen elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Eeclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write io THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based’ on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uneompromisingly 
opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 
AND STEREOPTICONS 


i AG | LAN TE R N 9 afford the best and cheapest means of objeet teaching 


for Colleges, Schools and Sunday Schools, Our 
asgorement of Views, illustrating art, science, history, 
religion and travel, is immense. For Home Amuse. 
ment and Parlor Entertainment, etc., nothing can be found as instructive or amusing, while Church Enter. 

tainments, Public Ez- An instrument wiih 
hibitions and Popular P AY WE I I @ choice selection of 
I Lectures— @ Views makesasplen. 


ts, 
llustrated 
did Holiday present, We are the largest mannfacturers and dealers, and ship to al) parts of 


the world. If you wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor Entertainments for plea- 
sure, or Public Exhibitions, ctc., for MAKING MONEY, send us your name and ad- 


88 on & postal card (naming this 208 PACE BOOK FREE. 


paper), and we will mail you our 
McALLISTER, Manufact’g Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. Y. City. 


LIFE OF  WETTSTEIN'S 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


Creation, 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 
SE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gt 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
rls and & younger brother who were left parente 

ttle money, fair education, and much 
the world by 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
aid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless Yes, —R. G, Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
oue Lady of the Olub. 
nder Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Our Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Becretary of the American Secular Union. 
v . Price 10 cents. 
Address Tum TauTH Bxzxzu COMPANY. 


WORLD-RENDWIED WATCHES, 


. Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver. 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11jswels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 8 ounce coin 
silver cases, $3.60 more; 4 Ounce, $450, and 5 
onnce, $6 more. In bes; filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 Jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, $18.50; do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2260; $23; $24: $30. 
Ladies’, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$1850; 15 Jewels, $15. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. all such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
oases Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware g New York Worid's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. atches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


ESTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH, 


ASTHM A-püpepee mis sencusyour 


dd. ^ ill mail trial BOTTLE 
THE DR. TAFT BROS. M. CO. ROCHESTER, AY. F^ FR Es 


SELF 


olin ni 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 
Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 


specialist for his " Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from & Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, a8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 
Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and & generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves batronage.— Freethought, 


by nn old reliable firm ; là: 
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Liberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Gor- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Leot- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal Leagne Hall, 177 Halsey st.. cor. Market 
Bt. Newark, N. J.. Lectures and discussions on 
religions and social questions. 
everybody welcome, 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sta., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Zruth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.K., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, firat and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
enltivation are invited. MARIUS HxIGHTON, Seo. 


Beats free and 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., 8t 412 Nicollet 
&ve..Hooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolie, 
Minn. J.F.MAcomBER;Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TEE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burra, Cor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Libtral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of memberd and 
friends. O. B. BE 


YNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Seo. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


: „M. iberals i è 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Seo. dubi iñ 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 
Mal 421 Port strecteat S a A o aTe 
r o’olock. i - 
tation is extended to all. Seats tres. inti 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Fiynn Blook, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 


Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, ©., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres. 
pondence solite J. L. TREUTHART, President, . 

ILL B. ANDRES; Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 pm. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
Gres, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, FRANK Morsk, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Cal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybodv invited. 8. R. 


Pres.; J. H. MoWirLrAMS, Rec. Seo. : BERBA, 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder sehool-house, 


Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 


greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
t“ Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. Brox, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Prés.; OnHARLES SHEA, Bec. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


194 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Leoturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres-. 
cents Henry BIRD; Secretary, Qora BELLE 
LAGG. i 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion, Plat- 

form free. Oharles Monholland, georetary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D 


ERY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This i8 the history of an attempt to found a 
churoh without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disouss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to hig mind. 

For gale at this office. Price, $1.00, 
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Hews of the Week. 


Tue authorities of Naples recently de- 
manded:- admittance to a convent to examin 
into reported cases of maltreatment of nuns, 
but their request was refused as insoleut and 
exorbitant. They called a blacksmith and 
broke in by force, which act is stigmatized 
by Catholics as ‘‘a monstrous outrage.” 


Tue cholera just sub- 
sided in Japan caused 
nearly thirty thousand 
deaths. 


In return of the visit of 
our naval squadron to 
Brazil last summer, & 
Brazilian fleet is on its 
way here to salute us. 


SSE 
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SSS 
ES 
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CaTBOLIOS report 15,- 
000 children in the paro- 
chial schools of Cincin- 
nati, 21,000 in Cleveland, 
ard 40,000 in Chicago. 


Ann Arsor, Mich., 
University students had 
a fight with militia on the 
12th, in which three of 
the former were killed. 


ERES 


Tar British torpedo 
cruiser Serpent foun- 
dered off Spain on the 
night of the 10th, and 
only 3 out of 250 persons 
escaped. 


Mr. Erna in Sicily is 
displaying symptoms of 
eruption similar to those 
of Mt. Vesuvius previous 
to its destruction of Pom- 
peii A.D. 79. 


One of the latest re- 
spondents to  ''green 


RAS 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 
: 7 1 O 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of sall- the Gods, in- 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 800 of 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Now Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- - 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), - 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. Svo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- 0., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayeite Place. N. Y. 


S 


AM 
NS 


AN 
SERS 
BROS 


eH 


the Leading Philosophers, 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
. Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v9, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Wor:d. 
8v0,957pp, Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
8 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


“Gums of Thought. 


PRAorIOAL experiments had demonstrated 
such facts as the failing of springs on treeless 
slopes, and the violence of winter floods in 
districts unprotected by rain-absorbing for- 
ests, and tree culture was practiced as a reg-. 
ular branch of rational husbandry. But with 
the triumph of the Galilean church came the 
millennium of unnaturalism. Rational agri- 
culture became a tradi- 
tion of the past; the 
culture of secular science 
was fiercely denounced 
from thousands of pul- 
pits; improvidence, 
" unworldliness,” and 
superstitious reliance on 
the efficacy of prayer 
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goods" circulars was a 


Kentucky woman who 


came to New York with 


& revolver about her, 


snd $300 for which she 
wanted $3,000 counter- 
feit. She was, ehe said 
in court, ‘a truthful 
Christian Bible-reader.” 


DAVID REMINDS URIAH OF HIS FEET. 


\ 


And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house and wash thy feet.—2 Sam. xi, 8. 


Tue czar 18 carrying out his maintenance 
of the Greek Catholic church bv closing the 
Roman Catholic churches of Volhynia and 
Hodolia, and the Dominican’ monastery of 
Ostrog. 


Lrvr-Cot. Vos Eemy of the Dresden 
Hussars has been asked to resign on account 
of publishing a book called ‘‘ Serious 
Thoughts,” in which he advises people to 
leave the church, which he declares to be an 
antiquated institution, and not in accordance 
with modern science. 


Srrrineg Burr is incitin 
Standing Rock agency, N. D., to a rising. 
He is seconded by Kicking Horse, the Sioux 
prophet, who says he has been to heaven and 
learned that the whites will soon be visited 
by the Great Spirit with failure to remember 
how to make gunpowder, and be destroyed. 


“I want a pair of white satin burial slip- 
- pers for myself,” said Mrs. Quimby, of 
‘Wichita, Kan., to an undertaker on the 13th. 
She prophesied that that day would witness 
the end of the world and Christ’s coming. 
She and her daughter, to avoid the falling 
buildings, waited all day in a tent, sur- 
rounded by curious crowds. 


the Indians about 


ProrgssoR Koon says that he wishes no 
recompense for his discovery of a cure for 
consumption, and will in a few days explain 
itto the world. Thecure is said to consist 
of inoculation with a lymph which expels the 
tubercular bacillii. It cures all tubercular 
affections of the skin, joints, and bones, but 
consumption of the lungs in the first stages 
only. 


STANLEY charges the officers of one division 
of his Emin relief expedition with mismanage- 
ment, and they countercharge him with neg- 
ject and other wrongs. Of his officers one, 
Jameson, is now said to hav bought a slave 
girl and presented her to cannibals that he 
might see her eaten. He died of fever. 
Another, Barttelot, is said to hav been in- 
gane and cruel. He was killed bya nativ 
whose wife he was beating. 


AT Bt. Peter's Catholic church at Saratoga, 
N. Y., on Sunday the 9th, the priest behaved 
in a way thus described by a member of the 
congregation: He went down through the 
aisle abusing the people, and *' attempted to 
enter the pew and take my wife out. I 
pushed him back and said: * Hold on there? 
if he had not desisted, I should hav struck 
him, or any other living man, if I had known 
I would die in five minutes. He stepped 
back, when my daughter said: ‘That’s my 
mother. The priest then said : ‘Why didn't 
you say that before and not be so pigheaded ? 
I then said to him: ‘Go into the house and 
sleep it off. He knew what I meant as well 
as you do. The priest then went to another 
part of the church and continued his abusiv 
talk, unti] his servant, Frank Jones, came in 
and took him out of the church." 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? Liberty in Literature, 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


— 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


By ROBT, C. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


.AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s ifi 
bequost to Philadelphia by the oan 
churches and Young Men’s 
Mie Associa- 
ion, 


By Brox. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tau TRUTH SEEKER. 


were systematically in- 
culcated as supreme virt- 
ues. . Millions 
of acres of fine forest 
lands passed into the 
hands of ignorant priests, 
who, in their greed for 
immediate gain, and 
their reckless indiffer- 
ence to the secular wel- 
fare of posterity, doomed 
their trees to the ax, en- 
tailing barrenness on 
regions favored by every 
natural advantage of soil 
and climate.— Oswald. 


Tue fairest and fruit- 
fulest provinces of the 
Roman empire, precisely 
that portion of terres- 
trial surface, in short, 
which about the com- 
mencement of the Chris- 
tian era was endowed 
with the greatest superi- 
ority of soil, climate, and 
position, which had been 
carried to the highest 
pitch of physical im- 
provement—is now com- 
pletely exhausted of its 
fertility. A territory 
E larger than all Europe, 
the abundance of which 
sustained in bygone cent- 
uries a population 
scarcely inferior to that 
of the whole Christian 
world at the present day, has been entirely 
withdrawn from human use, or, at best, is 
thinly inhabited. . . . There are regions, 
where the operation of causes, set in action 
by man, has brought the face of the earth to 
a state of desolation almost as complete as 
that of the moon; and though within that 
brief space of time which we call the histor- 
ical period, they are known to hav been cov- 
ered with luxuriant woods, verdant pastures, 
and fertil meadows, they are now too far de- 
teriorated to be reclaimable by man, nor can 
they become again fitted for his use except 
through great geological changes or other: 
agencies, over which we hav no control. 
Another era of equal improvidence 
would reduce this earth to such a condition 
of impoverished productivness as to threaten 
the depravation, barbarism, and, perhaps, : 
even the extinction of the human species.— 
Professor Marsh, 


Lo! the world is rich in blessings; 
Earth and ocean, flame and wind, 
Hav unnumbered secrets still, 

To be ransacked when you will, 
For the service of mankind. 

Science is a child as yet, 

But her power snd scope shall grow, 
And her triumphs in the future 
Shall diminish toil and woe, 

Shall extend the bounds of pleasure 
With an ever-widening ken.—Anon. 
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To the World’s Columbian Exposition Commission: 


Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath ” organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World’s Fair, to be held in 1893 in 


Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons : 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. Às a matter of justice also to the people of Ohicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday ; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4, For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide ia that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


receipts. 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

T. Finally : Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Ohicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole couniry. 
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LOOKING FORWARD. 


dotes and Glippings. 


THE holy synod of the Russian or Greek 
church has just issued a decree imposing a 
religious penance from three to five yeats in 
length upon all widows and widowers who 
are wicked enough to attempt matrimony for 
the third time; and for all widows of sixty 
who are found guilty of the second offense a 
rigid penance of two years’ duration is pre- 
scribed. 


Tar emoluments and the jobbery of the 
Church of England are alike libels on relig- 
ion. The dean of Windsor had £2,000 a 
year, with large perquisits and a luxurious 
residence. Canon Farrar has just been 
elected chaplain to the House of Commons. 
He already draws the emoluments of two 
other offices—-St. Margaret’s vicarage, £500, 
and a canonry of Westminster, £1,000. What 
with the archbishop of Canterbury’s £15,000 
a year, a palace, perquisits, etc., and a host 
of his colleagues’ enormous draining, the 
clergy of the church may indeed literally be 
poor in spirit, but, excepting the curates (the 
position of thousands of whom is as finan- 
cially deplorable as that of the dockers), they 
are certainly not poor in pocket. 


Or the recent conference on the subject of 
moral instruction in the public schools, the 
Catholic Herald says: ‘‘ Among other spe- 
cific questions are: ‘What doea expediency 
dictate as to religious exe ciees in public 
schools?’ ‘How far does expediency dictate 
that state-supported schools should inculcate 
the principles and morals of religion ? and 
* What should be the ground and character 


of imstruction in morals in our public 
schools? If our Presbyterian brethren really 
wish to solve these three questions in the 
manner most conduciv to religion and moral- 
ity, they will adopt the teaching of the 
Catholic church and condemn all godless ed- 
ucation as the most dangérous invention of 
the devil.” 


A pispatos from Pittsburgh says: ‘‘ At 
the meeting of the National Sabbath Associa- 
tion in this city this week a radical program 
was mapped out. In connection with Cap- 
tain Wishart of the Law and Order Society, 
they propose to revive the Blue laws of 1794. 
Their first attack is to be on the Pittsburgh 
Sunday newspapers, and then on those of 
Philadelphia. Pittsburgh Sunday papers hav 
an aggregate of one hundred and fifty thou. 
Sand subscribers. 'These will be stopped 
from selling, and the carriers and newsboys 
will be arrested and fined for distribution. 
The Rev. Mr. McCrary says it will be just as 
easy as falling off a log to stop all the Sun- 
day editions of papers in Pennsylvania. 
Lawyers who hav been interviewed say that 
they can stop every form of employment on 
Sunday, unless the Blue laws of 1794 are 
modified or repealed.” 


A PEOULIAR sect, calling themselvs the 
** Slaves of Christ,” has been discovered in 
the district of Dunilovo, government of Vlad- 
imirsk. The adherents of the sect believe 
that if one dies by the ‘‘red death,” his soul 
goes directly to the abode of the saints. One 
who makes up his mind to die like a saint 
gets baptized and partakes of the holy com- 
munion. He then lies down on the floor 
with his feet to the door. There, from he- 
neath the floor or from a cavity made es- 


pecially for the purpose, creeps a man 
dressed in red clothes with a large red pil- 
low in his hands. The attending worship- 
ers begin to sing a dirge, while the red 
man throws the pillow over the doomed 
man's face, and holds it there until the 
man is suffocated. If the man who dooms 
himself to the ‘‘red death" is strong, he 
is bound to the floor with ropes, so that 
in his struggles at the last moment he may 
not be able to overpower the ''glave of 
Christ? who executes the horrible cere- 
mony at his request. 


Tux Christian Advocate wails: ** Consider 
the history of Sabbath laws and customs. 
Two hundred years ago, in Scotland and 
New England, the laws for the observance of 
the Sabbath were so stringent that the Jews, 
in their strictest periods, had not surpassed 
them, except in the more frequent use of the 
death penalty. Naturally and justly a reac- 
tion arose against such an extreme of rigor. 
A ‘great popular current and movement of the 
ages’ has taken place; and with what result? 
The Sabbath is almost destroyed in this coun- 
try. Little by little, with the consent and 
supported by the practices of many Method- 
ists, Presbyterians, Baptists, and Congrega- 
tionalists, the land has been filled with rail- 
road excursions on the Sabbath, and the 
streams, adjacent seas, and lakes filled with 
Bteamboat excursions; and the rural districts 
during the summer hegira are covered with 
city &nd town Christians, of whom most hav 
left their Sabbath behind them, such as it 
was. In many of the cities theaters are 
opened, and little or nothing is done to pre- 
serve the sanctity of theday. It is yet uncer- 
tain whether the World’s Fair in Chicago will 


not be opened on the Lord’s day, with the 
probability that the popular current will de- 
termin that it shall be opened, and thus re- 
move the last visible difference between the 
continental Sabbath and that of this coun- 
try." 

Srvoz August last all eyes hav turned to- 
ward Berlin in anxiety to learn more of the 
reported discovery by the great bacteriolo. 
gist of a cure for the widespread and dreaded 
disease, consumption. Dr. Koch’s official 
medical communication is new given to the 
world, and it is noteworthy that of all per- 
sons who hav written on the subject of this 
important discovery Dr. Koch himself is the 
most diffident, most modest, and most anx- 
ious that the world should not, believe too 
much. This is the best assurance of good 
results from his discoveries that can possibly 
be given to the world. When, in 1882, Dr. 
Koch made his brilliant discovery, the tuber- 
cle bacillus, he expressed & belief that the 
means would one day be found to check its 
ravages. After working untiringly to die- 
cover this means for eight years, he now be- 
lieves himself on the high road to success. 
More than this he does not say, unless it be 
that he believes that what he hopes will 
prove a remedy for tubercular disease will in 
any case be the means of detecting its exist- 
ence. One piece of advice may well be given 
to readers here. It is, do not rush to Berlin. 
The hotels, hospitals, and homes of private 
clients are full there already. while as yet no 
possible means exist of treating one tithe of 
the sufferers who are already there. "Victims 
of tubercular disease who hurry to Berlin 
just now are certaiu to incur risks far more 
serious tban any remedy yet discovered can 
possibly mitigate. 
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Cammunications. 


Is There a God? 


II. 
The God that Christians worship, is not the God for me. 
Hé hath no parts nor body, he cannot hear nor see. 

. In all known ages and climes men hav occupied 
much time in searching for their origin, and, in all 
known ages and climes, they hav utterly failed to 
discover any origin, but the result of their researches 
has been to set up “a power and a principle” snd 
call it the maker of heaven and earth and all 
that therein is. The failure of man to discover 
any creativ power, has ended in the imagination 
inventing one; and as each person, in the absence of 
any facts to guide him, assumes the privilege of tak- 
ing his own view of this question, the result has 
been that the deities of all ages and all countries hav 
been as numerous, a8 paradoxical, and as whimsical 
as the fancies that created them, and they hav been 
just as hideous and as cruel as the passions of their 
authors; and these gods, the inventions of man’s 
imagination, hav been handed down from age to age. 
What is God? I must confess that if I had been 
compelled to commence this article by giving a defi- 
nition of the word * God,” I should not perhaps bav 
undertaken it, for the very word presents such a 

' vague and undecided ides, that I cannot compre- 
hend what is meant byit; and to add to the difficulty, 
those professing & knowledge of the subject srbi- 
trarily fix different meanings to the word, so that it is 
impossible for me to form anything like a correct 
idea. In fact, men can hav no idea of God. The 
most they can think of is a great man, and so God 

. has always been fashioned after his maker—man. 
^ From the earliest ages of man’s existence, he found 
himself confronted by # double problem, “the 
world" and “himself.” The origin of both was, to 
him, a mystory, and the easiest way out of the diffi- 
culty was to invent a god, and * God knows" with 
what terrible results, and what prodigious obstinacy, 
he has clung to his invention. He has turned it and 
twisted it, he has explained it in a thousand differ 
ent fashions, and all this without having yet satisfied 
himself. 

With ihe primiiiv people, as it must necessarily 
be with the savage tribes of our own day, ail be- 
lieved that they saw God in what they did not under- 
stand. The winds, the tempest, the thunder, and the 
lightning they regarded as menaces or punishments 
for their faults, and not being able to battle with the 
elements, in their rude and savage state, which 
acted upon them despite their resistance, they there- 
fore attached to them ideas of power, and worshiped 
them. But,as man progressed, learning to profit by 
the lessons of experience, becoming less fearful, he 
abandoned these gods, and began to worship those 

objects and animals which were useful or agreeable 
to him. Later still he worshiped the sun, the moon, 
and the stars, and then, in the course of his-upward 
growth, he became dissatisfied with these and began 
to worship an idea. And it is thus that, since the 
first periods of the world’s history, man believed he 
saw God in all he did not understand, in everything 
thet filled him with wonder and fear, in all that 
struck him with astonishment. But since these an- 
cient times the idea of God has become proportion- 
ately modified to come up with the intellectual prog- 
ress of the people. And now, to-day, there is almost 
an unlimited free trade in the supply of gods. I 
say gods, for there are gods of all sizes, shapes, and 
colors. You cannot purchase two gods exactly sim- 
ilar. But if you desire a God, you hav only to 
search the Christian warehouse, and there you will 
find an extensiv variety of every shape, style, and 
fashion adapted to your taste. The only require- 
ment with them to-day is, that you shall use 
the name of God, it being of very slight consequence 
whether you believe it or not. 

It haa, at all times, been a favorit move among 
the sky-pilots to point to the mighty sky, with its 
myriads of glowing stare, and the calmly serene 
moon, and turning to the “pitied skeptic” ask, 
* Who made and governs all these?” Our senses 
being turned to a wonderful and inspiring sight, we 
yield to the influence of awe, natural to the breast 
of man, and our imagination, clouded in a veil of 
mystery, lulls us into a passiv belief. We cannot 

: explain the phenomena we see, but the divines un- 
dertake to tell us they can explain everything, and 
tell us God made all. But this is an unfair mode 
of dealing with the matter, for I might answer, and 
with as much right to be believed, that if God made 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, then the devil 
sent the comets, the nebule, the meteors, and 
others not mentioned in the account of the cre- 
ation. But nevertheless, I can watch in the stilly 
silence of midnight for hours the stare rise and set ; 
I can pierce the vaults of heaven and muse on the 
firmaments with pleasure; I can rise with the dawn 
and see the sun in all its grandeur, in the beauty of 
ita majesty, breaking the clouds in the east with its 
piercing rays, but still I am brought no nearer to 
& solution of the problem—' Is there a God?” On 


the eternity of the universe the philosophic mind, 
free from the degrading servility of superstitious 
fears, rests, 88 upon the rock of ages, past, present, 
and future, whilst the vulgar mind, enfeebled by 
credulity, rolls to and fro, drunk with imaginary 
fears of burning worlds and of the human race being 
swept away by a deluge of waters. Whilst the lat- 
ter looks up to heaven, to a frowning, vindictiv, in- 
exorable deity, the former beholds nothing but light, 
beauty, order, and harmony. The one sees through 
the eyes of faith the heavens rolled up like a scroll, 
and the stars falling like lightning ; the other con- 
templates the rising sun with emotions of delight, 
as that splendid luminary sheds over the earth a 
flood of light and paints her in her richest garments 
and gayest colors, and giva life and vigor to the 
millions of beings that dwell upon her surface. 
O ye religionists, which is the better way to wor- 
ship, fear and tremble before a vengeful and wrath- 
ful deity, or contemplate nature and adore her 
beauty ? 

“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God,” 
says the believer, but my answer is that the fool in 
hia folly hath tried to conceive an inconceivable God 
and to explain the inexplicable. 

“Ts there a God?” is a question many might ask 
with good reason to justify the inquiry. The patriot 
struggling for freedom fails in his effort; he is torn 
from his home, his wife, his children, and his friends; 
he lies languishing in prison, while the usurper, the 
tyrant, rules in luxury. He may well ask, “Is there 
a God?” The pcor unfortunate girl, now an outcast, 
a street-walker, who perforce must liv by her shame, 
and who is now hunted end shunned by her own 
Obristian sisters, will ery out with plaintiv voice, “Is 
there a God?’ The man who by our present cruel 
system finds himself swindled out of his rights with 
out any hope of redress, when lying faint and ex- 
hausted from want of food, while the robber still 
enjoys the luxuries of fashionable life, might well 
cry out in tones of bitter anguish, “Is there a God?” 

Over the past hangs a cloud of gloomy and obscur- 
ing infatuation and folly. Oaly worship a God, 
whether it be a dunghill fly or that which animates 
the ferocious crocodile or the grotesque monkey, and 
you ere certain of heaven and the rewards of devo 
tion end piety. But act justly, appreciate truth, 
and above all dare to utter it, and you are threatened 
with an awful responsibility in a future state of 
existences. Worship a deformity, an idol, a nonen- 
tity, and your faith is a passport through society, 
and heaven smiles upon your docility, your submis. 
siv humility. Throw off the sacred yoke, dare to be 
mentally free, and you are & doomed man, you will 
be shunned ss a pestilence, an evil to be avoided. 
If you were to liv in all the purity of an angel of 
light, you would be clothed in the garments of dark- 
ness. The finger of scorn would be pointed at you, 
and you will be condemned as devoid of sanctity. 
But in the midst of all this, supported by the calm 
dignity of reason and internal consciousness of 
truth, neither the scorn of men nor the threatening 
dungeons of tyrants—not even the approach of death 
—can disturb the peace of mind cf that man who, 
discarding Gods, contemplates the universe as one 
indivisible and indestructible whole ! 

Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH. 


— o 

The Dangerous Obtrusivness of the Clergy. 

I fear the Greeks although they come bearing gifts.— 
Laocoon. 

I was s temperance man in 1829, and resident in 
a county in which there were more than & hundred 
distilleries. At that time the temperance cause was 
as unpopular in the church ag the antislavery cause 
afterward was, when it began its career under the 
lead of Garrison and Lundy. In the Pennsylvania 
town where I lived, consisting of two thousand in- 
habitants, the only person besides myself that pro- 
fessed to be a temperance man was a class-leader of 
the Methodist church, whose only son was a drunk- 
ard. This good old man, who was in both senges a 
mainstay of the church, nevertheless passed under a 
cloud of reproach for his so-called wild and unscript- 
ural principles, from the darkness of which he never 
emerged till he died. For, not only was every 
farmer who had a spring on his place a distiller of 
whisky, but the churches of all denominations re- 
garded a temperance man as a crank, whose influence 
was pernicious. 

Then began what was called the Washingtonian 
movement, which wes conducted with great vigor 
and progressed wonderfully. Lecturers, who under- 
stood anatomy and physiology, had plates represent- 
ing the human brain and stomach in large size, and 
I hav heard them address an audience of two thou- 


sand people, in the open air, showing the deadly. 


effects produced upon these vital fanctions of the 
body by the use of liquors, proving that they were 
well called “ ardent,” or burning. But, in process of 
time, after the Washingtonians had made temperance 
meetings and practices popular among the better 
classes of society, the clergy quit their ridicule and 
abuse of the reformers, and, uplifted with the con- 
ceit that they were, exclusivly, the divinely autho- 


and seeing that the movement might be made an 
adjunct and auxiliary to the church, they stepped in 
and took the reins of government into their own 
hands. The first thing they did was to teach from 
the pulpit, and in the temperance meetings, that a 
drunkard could not reform, and giv up the suicidal 
habit of drinking, until he first became converted to 
religion and joined the church. Even Murphy, now, 
who is a lineal descendant, but a small pattern, of 
the old Washingtonians, instead of teaching a drunk- 
ard to stand upon his own legs, and be too much of 
a man to be a slave to a damned vice like drunken- 
ness, cocks him up on stilts and makes him promis 
that, relying on the grace of God, and the ever- 
present sufficiency of Jesus, to prevent him from 
falling, he will henceforth keep sober. Of course, 
the poor fallow is only reformed while the religious 
excitement lasts, but when he associates again with 
his old cronies, and the odors of whisky and tobacco 
smoke salute his olfactories, he waits a little to see 
if God’s promised grace, and the help of Jesus, do 
not come to rescue him from temptation, and finding 
that no such miracle is wrought, he, too, forgets his 
promis, and thinks he may indulge just this once; 
and down he goes into the gutter, stilts and all. 

Now, just look at what clerical domination has 
done for the temperance cause in our day! It has 
converted a moral reform movement into a religious, 
politico Prohibition party, which aims to regulate by 
law, not only the personal habits of the people, but 
their religious opinions. They wish to abolish the 
manufacture, sale, and use, not only of ardent spirits, 
but fermented liquors of sll soris—wine, beer, and 
even cider; for, unless cider is used the same day it 
is expressed from the apple it becomes “ fermented” 
liquor and goes under the ban. It has played upon 
the sensitiv and sympathetic nature of women and 
enlisted them in the political movement, so that it 
has controled the politics of states, and is training 
up a set of people of both sexes skilled in all 
sorts of lying and fraudulent practices. In the . 
very first plank of its political platform it proclaims : 
the treasonable heresy that civil government derives 
its authority, not from the people, as the national 
Constitution declares, but from God; and that, the 
Bible being a complete and final expression of bis 
will, and the clergy being the sole authorized and 
recognized interpreters of that will, the state must 
look to these interpreters as their guides in legisla- 
tion. To this end the clergy, through the Prohibi- 
ticn party, are straining every effort to Sabbatize the 
nation by law. They publish forged documents. 
They circulate known falsehoods, and make their 
ignorant and confiding dupes believe the great lie, 
that it is a sin agsinst God to do any manner of 
work on the first day of the week, which they, with- 
out the least authority of scripture, but in face of its 
clear teachings, call the '* Sabbath," the observance of 
which is enjoined in the decalog—the national con- 
stitution of & handful of people called Jews. 

Having been an eye-witness to the things I hav 
narrated, and seeing that the clerical touch is death 
to any organization that promises to do good ona 
large scale, I was not surprised, but angered, to see 
that, in the late single tax convention which met in 
New York city to organize a political league for the 
purpose of reforming our present unrighteous system 
of taxation, the clergy, though in small numbers, 
appeared among the members and asked to be recog- 
nized, not as citizens, like the rest of us, but more 
than citizens—as clergymen, embassadors of Jesus 
Christ, authorized by God himself to be the teachers 
and guides of mep, in morals and politics as well as 
in religion. Covsidering where the seventy odd 
thousand of the clergy of this country stand on 
moral and humane questions, this handful of gentle- 
men are entitled to a world of credit for having any 
bowels of compassion at all for the millions of our 
countrymen who are robbed of so much of their hard 
earnings by the iniquitous character of our state and 
national methods of taxation. But like the rest of 
the cloth called “reverend,” because they feel them- 
selvs entitled to the fear and reverence of their 
fellow-men as persons invested with supernatural 
authority by the powers of the unseen world, they 
seemed tenacious of that recognition, even as mem- 
bers of a political association. When a. clergyman 
in this country is either appointed or chosen to a 
political office of trust under the national Oonstitu- 
tion, the moment he receives his commission and 
enters upon the performances of his duties, he lays 
down all his claims as a divinely authorized embas- 
sador and teacher of morals, and is recognized at 
home or abroad solely as a citizen of the United 
States, intrusted with matters which concern this 
world alone. The single tax conference was also a 
purely secular association, having nothing to do 
with religion, either for or against, but confined in 
its object and functions to the affairs of this world, 
as much go as a board of railroad directors or a Wall 
street board of trade. Why, therefore, the reverend 
gentlemen should so insist, as they did, on being 
recognized as clergymen, seemed strange. 

I noticed that this pertinacity arrested the atten- 
tion of that eagle-eyed and broad-minded statesman, 


rized leaders and teachers of the people in morals ;| Mr. Oroasdale, who, with a firmness and courtesy 
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beautifully blended, led the conference to settle the 
policy of the single tax movement, on the right 
punopo of welcoming all persons to our platform, 
ut simply and alone in their high character as 
American citizens. Mr. Oroasdale has not forgotten 
the legend of the Trojan horse. He sees also what 
a seb of howling dervishes, intoxicated with the 
fumes of their own fanaticism, the clergy hay made 
of the old temperance cause, leading their followers 
into organized treason; and to believe the colossal 
and blasphemous absurdity that the laws of a human 
legislature, in matters of reform, can do what the 
laws of God hav never yet been able to accomplish ; 
and he has no idea of throwing away the hard labor 
of years by allowing religious fanaticism to hav any 
share in promoting the movement of tax reform. 
The reverend gentlemen whom I am criticising are 
all excellent men, and would be shocked at the idea 
of becoming Sinons to the cause of single tax, and 
betraying it into the hands of the clergy as a ruling 
class. But when this cause, on account of its pop 
ularity, may become a mighty instrument for doing 
things, and the plutocrats and monopolists become 
‘alarmed at its power, who knows how many of the 
clergy they may bribe to come in, and either swamp 
or pervert the movement? The wealthy classes are 
now the dangerous classes, and the fearful thing in 
excessiv wealth is that, as a general rule with some 
exceptions, it can do as it pleases with men, women, 
and legislatures state and national. Three hundred 
thousand dollars, we are told by a Oslifornia editor, 
is the price a millionaire has to pay for a seat in the 
United States Senate. In other states it is not so 
much, but as a rule office and legislation are as pur- 
chaeable as pig iron and cotton bales. The history 
of the temperance cause, and the mutations through 
which it has passed, from good to bad and from bad 
to worse, until it is now aiming to Sabbatize the 
country and bring about the union of state and 
church, should warn the single taxers against the first 
step toward an alliance with the church and clergy. 

Mr. Garrison, of Boston, during the debate in the 
conference on a platform of principles, expressed his 
regret at the absence of able women in our ranks, 
and wished that we had so good an organizer and so 
activ a reformer as Miss Frances Willard, the leader 
of the women in the Nations] Women’s Ohristian 
Temperance Union, and of the men in the Prohibi- 
tion-God-in-the-Constitution party. Butif the past 
has any lessons of wisdom to teach the present, it 
would not be a year before this prolific mother of 
associations and expedients would make the single 
tax movement a mere branch of the religious and 
revolutionary propaganda at the head of which she 
stands. 

Let us remind the reader that there is no resem- 
blance between Miss Willard and her fiery cohorts 
on the one hand, and the antislavery women of fifty 
years ago on the other. The grand women who 
stood by their fathers, husbands, and brothers, in 
that righteous contention for justice to the enslaved, 
were not religious women. The religious women 
were all in the churches, and like their preachers, 
were the scornful and bitter foes of the Abolitionists. 
As the churches were organized bodies, extending all 
over the country, and had the mighty advantage of 
organization, in carrying out a moral reform, without 
involving a conflict between the sects about religion 
and theology ; and as they all professed to believe in 
the Ten Commandments, one of which said: ‘Thou 
shalt not steal,” either human bodies, or the wages 
of their labor; Garrison implored them to lead the 
movement for the peaceable abolition of slavery as a 
moral evil. But he might as well hav preached to 
the generations of the dead, sleeping in the grave- 
yards of the country ; for the clergy taught, in nearly 
every pulpit, that slavery was a divine institution ; 
and instead of warring against it, they attacked the 
Abolitionists, and called them godless rebels against 
the divine authority of the Bible. The antislavery 
women, like the men, did not deny the charge of be- 
ing Infidels, for, if human slavery was s Bible institu- 
tion, as the clergy claimed it to be, they were Infidels 
to such a cursed religion. But they put the question 
of slavery on moral and economical grounds. They 
declared that slavery was injustice to the slave, a 
withering curse to the soil, to the master, and to his 
family, an eating, deadly cancer in the bosom of the 
republic, and demanded its immediate destruction. 
They were careful not to invoke the aid of religion 
per se, for they well knew that its natural place 
always had been on the side of power, and against 
the interest of the masses. 

Iam glad to see that so impartial and judicious a 
woman as Frances M. Milne, of Californie, in an 
article on “ Woman and the Single Tax,” in the 
Standard of October 15th, with the fidelity and 
foresight of the Trojan patriot, says: 

Aud just here I would like to say one word with all ten- 
derness and sympathy for religious feeling. In the conduct 
of such a society as a woman’s single tax union, there is, 
I fear, a great danger of warping it from a broad and prac- 
tical enthusiasm that finds its expression in action, to a nar- 
row formula of piety that finds its goal in a routine of prayer 
and semi-sermon. I am not impugning the sincerity of 
those who follow such methods. I only question its wis- 
dom, though such a cause may draw a following for a time 


faithfulness with which she carries out her convie- 


times convert her into a unnatural, reckless, irre- 
sponsible, religious fanatic. 


from a sense of duty, or interest, enters into business 


and propagation of his own form of religion, ag a 
secular and political government, neither affirms nor 
denies any statements of creeds and ceremonies, but 


that seems to justify it. 
dor of my soul, with the deep conviction of the fatherhood 


of God, which Mr. George's writings hav made to me a di- 
vine reality, I long to see women in this great movement, 
rising above the narrow ruts of a perfunctory observance of 
religious ceremonial. 


The tenderness of woman's heart; and the zeal and 


tions of duty—attributes for which men love, and 
trust, and worship her, are the very features of her 
natural character out of which the priesthood often- 


When 8 woman, either 


relations, or politics, let her come as a person claim- 
ing no right on the score of being & woman, on- 
dowed with personal charms, or a religionist, ani- 
mated with fiery zeal as a propagandist. There is 
ao danger of men, who are men, failing to treat such 
à woman with profound respect. But she must not 
forsake her gender, and become mannish, coarse, and 
unperativ. She must not undertake to descend to 
‘practical politics,” and fight with beasts at Ephe- 
aus. In short, she should model her character after 
she Grimpkes, the Lucretia Motts, the Lydia Maris 
Ohilds, the Abby Kelley Fosters, the Susan B. An- 
thonys, and the rest of the antislavery women who 
formed that brilliant constellation in our American 
history which will shine in history forever. 

Now, in concluding what I hav to say on this sub- 


ject, since the sentiment called religicus draws its 


motiva to human action chiefly from the hopes and 


fears of another and future state of existense, con- 
cerning which we know so little, however much we 
may believe; and since the history of religion proves 
it to hav been, in all past ages, as weil as in the pres- 
ent, a meddlesome and destructiv agency in the af- 
fairs of this world, social, political, and scientific, I, 
for one, protest against the very idea of the single 
tax movement becoming a contingent, or mere wing. 
under the control of either Miss Willard, the ableand 
accomplished head of the Prohibition-Sabbaterian- 
God-in-the-Conatitution party, or, of General Booth, 
the commander-in-chief of the Salvation Army, with 
its druma, trumpets, and hallelujah lassies. 
be guided by the spirit of the national Constitution, 


Let us 


which, while it protects“every person in the belief 


totally ignores the whole of them. R.S.D 
Oatober 20, 1890. 


———9—49— € 
Moekery of Thanksgiving. 


The following is a copy of a letter from the 
secretary cf the Washington Secular Union to Gov- 
ernor Ferry of Washington: 

WasuixaTON SECULAR UNION, 
2104 Srxra st, Szarruz, Wasa., Nov. 1, 1890, 

To Exissa P. Ferry, Governor state of Washing- 
ion, Dear Sir: As the time is approaching for 
issuing the annual Thanksgiving proclamation, the 
Washington Secular Union (with a membership com- 
posed of good and worthy citizens in nearly every 
election district of the state, alike east and. west of 
the Cascades) would respectfully call your especial 
attention to Art i, Sac. 2, of our state constitution, 
* Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be 
guaranteed to every individual,” and earnestly ez- 
treat that your forthcoming proclamation may be in 
accord and compliance with that guarantee. The 
officers and members of the Washington Secular 
Union claim that under our state constitution each 
and every good citizen possesses equal right to 
believe and profess, or to reject and ignore, any ra- 
ligious system, however wrong or erroneous their 
so doing may seem to others. That each and all 
good citizens hav the right to believe or disbelieve 
in the existence of any God; to worship, praise, or 
pray to, or refuse to praise, pray to, or worship any 
God, just as they sovereignly please, always pro- 
vided that in the exercise of such right they shal! 
not interfere in or prevent the exercise of the same 
rights by others. That no individual, nor any num- 
ber of persons, whether self-associated or delegated 
by others; no majority, however large or over- 
whelming, possess any right to use coeroiv means 
to restrain any persons from the full enjoyment of 
any religious sentiment, belief, or worship, or to in- 
duce them to profess any religious faith, or ac- 
knowledge any God, or perform any worship, or 
observe any feast, fast, prayer, or other holy days, 
or contribute any means to support any religion, 
and much less any which they do not conscientiously 
hold to be true. And therefore that any official act 
either of the executiv, the legislativ, or judiciary de- 
partments, enforcing any religious or seetarian 
doctrin, dogma, rite, ceremony, or observance, or 
which shall be intended directly or indirectly to 
effect such a purpose, is in fact a union of church 
ae state, an attempt to hoist the cross above the 

ag. 

Our government is civil, not ecclesiastical ; has no 
religion, and therefore no authority to issue proclama- 
tions calling on citizens to acknowledge any God, or 


But with all the reverence and sr- | 


to cbaorvo any timeo for prayers, faxis, feasts, GP wOr- 
ship. Henes any proclamation by the governor of the 
gate, or any other governmeri offisial, of a day to be 
devoted to worship or "thaankegiving to an al. 
mighty God," or any proclamation for aay holiday in 
which cisizon# are advised to assemble in plaees of 
worship, oz in which reference or allusion is made to 
religion or religious worship, is an act of official im- 
pertinence, an aes of gpiritusi intolerance and oppres- 
sion, and a gross violation of our state constitution. 
It is not alone an uprighisous atretch of power, but a 
pandering toa class of fanatics! religionists—who 
acknowledge their religion ie of humen origin, with- 
out hope or expestation of any Givine kelp or support, 
or it would 10% need to be bolstered up by acta of the 
secular goveramant, ignoring the sonstitutional 
rights of others. 
from, the secular power, is 
are wellconvinced, shai sil divine aid would be with- 
held, or at bast prove inefficient. 


For to appeal te, or accept aid 
£o admit they doubt, nay, 


The Washington Sesular Uzion makes no protest 


against the appointment by the executiv of any day 
ag a- secular holiday. 
choose to spend the entire twenty-four houra cf any 
publie holidsy, or any part thereof, in thanksgiving, 
prayer, preise, or worship, we would defend their 
right to do so. 


If any person or persona 


"We hav no desira to encroach on 
the rights of others; we simply Gesire to Secure our 
own, a3 guaranteed by the constitution. Any holi- 


day ig sll right if appointed without reference, or 


any allusion, to religion ; sli wrong when interfering, 
dictating, or even suggesting any religious observ- 
ences, Gocirins, or exsreigss. 

t ig claimed “ Thanksgiving proclamations do not 
prescribe, but only recommend, s day of Thanke- 
giving, and hav no binding forse or influence." 
Then they should most certainly be dispensed with, 
since they disturb, irritato, and outrage the santi- 
ments of a large number of good and worthy citi- 
Zens. 

But sines they do hav force and influence, we ask, 
why should one class of citizsns be favored above all 
others, and their religions belief bs psudered to by 
the government, and the belief and sentiments of 
other equaily good and worthy citizens be snubbed 
or ignored? 

Our stata. coustifufion in its preamble reads: 
“Grateful to the supreme ruler of the universe.” 
Force and matter are regarded by many hundreds 
of intelligent citizens as the supreme rulers of the 
universe, aud it must ba admitted that if gravity, 
electricity, magnetism, and chemical cffinity are real 
forces, eternally inherent in matter, then of necessity 
the Gods, Jupiter, Brahms, Joss, Osiris, Thor, 
Mithra, Juggernaui, and Jehovah, musi one and ali 
be imaginary beings; and we suggest it is not in the 
province of the chief executiv of the state to decide 
which of these supreme rulers shall be thanked, 
since absolute freedom of ecnssienca in all matters 
of religious sentiment, faith, and worship is guaran- 
teed to every individual. 

And further, if any citizen bas espacial cause for 
gratituds to any God or Gods, it is an inaulb to the 
intelligence of such citizen for any government 
official (servant of the people) to issue instructions 
as to when, and to which of the "supreme rulers," 
the oitizen shall say “ Thank you." 

Jefferson said: “Ths government hss no right to 
indirectly assume sn authority over religious exer- 
cises, which the Constitution has directly precluded 
it from.” “Edo not believe ii is for the interest of 
religion te invite the civil magistrate to direct its 
exercises, or that. the general government should be 
invested with power to effes5 any uniformity of time 
or matter among them. Fasting and prayer are re- 
ligious exoreisss, the enjoicing them au act of disei- 
plin. Every religious gooiety has a right to determin 
for itself tho time for these exercises, and this right 
ean never ba safer then in their own hands, where the 
Constitution has deposited it.” 

Madison declared: “Tko broadest principles of 
the Constitution would exutively praciude the chief 
execuliv from thus interfering ia (ho religious affairs 
of the zation.”  " Notwithstanding the general prog- 
ress, there remsins s strong bias toward the old error 
that without some sorb of silianca or coalition be- 
tween government and religion neither ean be duly 
supported. Such indeed is tha tendency to such a 
eonlition, and such its corrupting influence on both 
the parties, that tho denser cannot be too carefully 
guerded against." : 

Grant said: “Losve the matter cf religion to the 
family altar, the church, aud ihe private school sup- 
ported by private coniribution, but keep the state 
and church forever separate.’ 

No possible wrong, loss. or injury can result to 
any sifizon from your careiv! exclusion from your 
proclamation of any hoi ali menticn, reference, 
or allusion to religion or religious duties or observ- 
ances. 

Wo confidently re'y on using every endeavor 
to insure £o each and ail citizens of the state “ abso- 
lute freedom cf sonscisnes in all matiers of religious | 
sentiment, belief, and worship.” 

Yours respectfully, . 

C. B. Reynoups, See. Wash. Ses. Union. 


SO 


- Yet that is not all. 
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Mr. Wakeman on the Fallacies of Anarchism. 


An audience even lazger than that which honored 
Mr. Watts November 15th, assembled last Friday | 
night at the Liberal Club to listen to T. B. Wake- 
man’s discussion of “Some Essentials that Mr. Pen- 
tecost Overlooks.” The chairman of the evening, 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., before introducing the spesker, 
announced that a petition to President Harrison, 
asking for the pardon of Mr. Heywood, now in 
Oharleston state prison, was being circulated, and 
that those of the audience present who had scme 
sympathy, if not with Mr. Heywood at least with 
his unfortunate family, would find copies awaiting 
their signature in the rear of the hall. Several per- 
Sons present affixed their names at the close of the 
lecture, and in all about twenty-five Signatures were 
got. Mr. Foote then introduced Mr. Wakemar, who 
spoke in substance as follows: 

The intellectual part of the community has during 
the latter years witnessed three important convul- 
sions in the religious world of the United States, in 
the dissent and consequent assumption of interesting 
positions of three orthodox clergymen: Professor 
Felix Adler, the leader of the E.hiesl movement ; 
Dz. McGlynn, of Aatipoverty fame, and Hugh Pen- 
tecost, now one «f the foremost Auarcbists cf the 
country. Professor Adler has done some good, but, 
aside from other shortcomings, he has reached cer 
tain individuals only, owing to the narrowness of bis 
platform. Then Dr. McGiynn—his great heart went 
out to the people, he saw the suff-ring and the die- 
tress of the masses, which the church did nothing to 
alleviate. He now commands large and enthusiastic 
audiences, and his followers love him ss a father. 
But what practical good has he done? We can fisd 
no trace of the influence of his teachings either in 
the family or in the municipality. What mesesures 
has his party laid before the legislature? None. 
Last election he promised to follow the Common- 
wealth party, but in the last minute m=mories of his 
clerical past made him desert and he and all his fol- 
lowers vote for the clerical combination party, the 
People’s Municipal L2ague. 

But we will not concern ourselvs with those men 
and their platforms to-night; we will turn our atten- 
tion to Mr. Pentecost. He was & Protestant min- 
ister, hence somewhat nearer to us Freethinkers. 
Both my family and I highly respect Mr. Pentecost. 

- We watched him when he threw cff his clerical garb, 
we noticed his intellectual growth and supported 
him, and, to some extent, we do yet. What has Mr. 
Pentecost done? During the later years nothing 
but harm. He has placed himself outside society, 
has declared war upon society, and induced. by his 
: writing and speeches, others to follow him. A leader 
of a movement cannot be reached by the voice of tne 
people. Others, outsiders, must speak the word of 
warning and correction. The Anarchist movement, 
like any other, when attaining a certain stage cf de- 
velopment cannot be directed. The leaders become 
leaders in name, not in fact; they themselvs are osr- 
_Yied along with the progressiv current of the move- 
ment. So also to some extent with Mr. Pentecost. 
Mr. Pentecost, like Felix Adler 
‘and Dr. McGlynn, is a clergyman. And the intel- 
lectual vision of a clergyman is necessarily limited; 
his station in society, his one-sided education, make 
it impossible to be otherwise. To aclergyman there 


_ exist but two essential factors in the universe—the 


'. is but one factor, the ego ; 


. smattering of the science cf sociology, 


individual, who has a soul to be saved, and God, for 
whom the soul is to be saved. The clergyman looks 
upward, and hence his mistake. We must not look 
upward, but forward. If the minister did so, he 
. would perceive that between him and his God stands 
the third factor, the most important one, humanity. 
"This is perceived by all the great philosophers of 
: modern times, by Spencer, Bain, Mill, and Auguste 
Comte, who in his Positiv philosophy expressly 


. states, “Between man and God we hav humanity." 


Mr. Pentecost has no use for a God, but as he is 
looking upward just the same, he, like his former 
` brethren, fails to perceive humanity. To him there 

o fa before it was God and I, 
: but now it is Z only—the I has frcm a part be- 
come a totality. If in possession but of the slightest 


he would 


., know that society is an orgsniem and human life an 


* the will of the individual. 


` = the duty of each generation to bequeath to the future 
s. 8 better race and better conditions. 
.ing of tbe latter,the better conditions, is irdorseó 


| i ridiculous. 
` tinuance of the human race, and a destruction of 80 


- organic action, therefore subject to laws greater than 
Humanity growe, and it ie 


The be queath- 


- by Mr. Pentecost. But his way of doing it ig rather 
He attempts nothing lees than a discor- 


; ciety. He says, I am endowed with a free will, so. 
ciety has no right to command me, and government 


^ -of any kind is brutality. He hates the sight of a 
,, policeman, ard has no respect for anyore that votes, 
^I wil protest, he says. 


ZEE 


And he and his fellow. 


. e Anarelists do protest, and, not satisfied therewith. 


‘refuse to tke any part in the sffiirs of the & mmu- 
nity. But what is thie but an attempt to destroy ihe 
organic action of society? It ig high treason against 
the organic life of society. 


Society cannot exist without cooperation. It is 
like a great machine. Stop the running of some of 
ite parts and all will come to a standstil. Let a cer- 
tain proportion of society refuse to c o erate and 
society will come to an end. The will of the individ- 
ual is nothing ; only in solidsrity can it make its in- 
fluence felt. The grandest idea ever conceived by 
man is the one of continuity, and if we compare man- 
kind to a cross, it is the sustaining part, the base, 
while the horizontal part, the arms, are solidarity, 
representing the individual efforts. Tne head of the 
cross is the ideal, and the center, where the vertical 
and the horizontal lines cross each other, is humar- 
ity. It is from the base, from the idea of continuity, 
that we draw cur strepgih; from it, as from the 
roots cf a tree, we derive, through inheritance, our 
growtb. k : 

We descend, Professor Huxley tells us, from 
group of social &nimals, and their social instinct 
never died out. , As far back as our knowledge goee 
it can be traced, and side by side with it an ever 
growing sentiment of oc Operation. But a c Operativ 
state is possible only when each individual, as well 
as the aggregation of individuals, is protected and 
governed. Government of some kind or other is 
a necessity, and although I admit that in the current 
sense cf the word it is in most instances nothing but 
tyranny, it was not so in the past, and will not be so 
in the future. To govern meant then to guide, to use 
ahelm. And a government as a guide and protector 
of esch as well as of sl}, we cannot ke without. 

When a government is bed we hav a right to de. 
stroy, to abolish it, but upon the condition only that 
we institute a new and better one. But the Ánsrch. 
ists want no government, even for protection. They 
consider rents, prc fits, ard taxes robbery. Yat taxes 
are necessary, they sustain the government. Mr. 
Pentecost thinks Grover Cleveland is a murderer, 
because he, wken a sheriff in Erie county, cut the 
rope at an execution. But this is not so. It was 
not the man Cleveland, it was the sher ff cf Erie 
county, that did the act. He did so in the name cf 
the people, for the protection of the pecple. 

The Ansrchist aims at liberty. But he will never 
get it. On the contrary: he removes us farther and 
farther from it. Tske Illinoi —:te liberties of the 
citizens are taken away by Ausroby ; law after law 
against freedom js enacted, and more will yet be 
added. - Society must defend itself sgsinst those 
who attempt its very lif , and force will be used so 
long as force is necessary. Individualiem is opposed 
to freedop ; liberty can be gained by ccoperation 
only. Sociali&m acd Nationalism, which are in the 
line of evolution, hav a future before them. They 
aim at emancipation from nature and monopoly ; they 
ere scientific. But Avarchism, that tells man to 
separate himself from his fellow-men, is unscientific, 
is unmitigated nonsense. If Mr. Pentecost wishes 
to be a teacher for the gocd of mankind he must 
first study a little sociology. 

At the conclusion of the lecture Mr. Wakeman 
was vigorously spplauded, and Dr. Foote, after call- 
ing attention arew to the Heywood petition, said 
that tke floor was open now for the critics, and that 
he hoped Mr. Pentecort was present, as he had been 
most cordially invited both by Mr. Wakeman and by 
the elvb, and a default to appear would cause con- 
siderable disappointment. But as Mr. Pentecost 
was conspicuous bv his absence only, one of the 
club’s stock critics, Professor Ecoles, tock the stand. 
The professor stated that he did not think Mr. 
Wakeman had done justice to Mr. Pentecost. In 
fact, he said, they don't disagree very much. The 
greater part of the way they go hand in hand. Both 
agree in believing that poverty is the seed from 
which most crimes spring, and that the woking- 
man’s wages sre stolen by his employer. Both be- 
lieve in & operatior, but Mr. Wakeman says we can 
not oc Operate without the existence of government, 
while Mr. Penteccst says we can. It is all nonsence 
predietipg future happiness here on earth. We can 
not know anything beyond our nose. It is not safe 
to belong either to the Liberal, prcgressiv part», or 
to the orthodox. Yet the former is the best. But 
how many of those belongirg to it are right? The 
only safe party is the third party. We protest, ke 
continued, we fight them all, and when we see vic 
tory, when one's rights are allotted to one, we ap- 
plaud it ard adopt tke discovery. Then the pro- 
fessor, who evidently was the only right man in the 
rigbt party, tock his seat. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Robertsov, an Anarchist, 
who wasted most of his time in pleasantries, rema: ke 
on the late police interference in New Jersey, avd 
generalities. He ssid at last that the A_archist 
does rot protest against government, but against 
the gcverpment, against such artificial bonds of s0- 
cety as the emperor of Russia and tbe E-glish 
Parlisment. By ard by we sball all come together 
withcut barmizg esch other, ard what use then of 
government? Man has a right to secede, snd to be 
told, Ycu sball belong to society, is an set of Oppres- 
sion, as it is to compel bim to ney tsxes to sustain 
institutions he doesn't like. Mr. Wakeman had 
mistaken egoism for egotism, but they are widely 
different. 


Another gentleman then took the stand. He said 
he agreed almost entirely with Mr. Wakeman. The 
Anarchists did not understand the value of organiza- 
tion. They could not see that in society a sum is 
greater than the aggregate of iis parts; that the 
organized, directed effort of society must of necessity 
be greater than the sum of the efforts of the same 
parts when not organized. He then pointed out the 
difference between individuality and individualism. 
The former is all right, but the latter is nonsense, 
and Anarchism is individualism ad absurdum. Relf- 
dependency belongs to the lower orders of animal 
life, and altruism to the higher. And for the special 
benefit of Mr. Wakeman he added that there is no 
such thing as an individual thing, and that liberty 
‘Aces not exist. 

He was followed by Professor Gunton, who was 
very lively, spesking as he did with both arms and 
feet. He said Mr. Wakeman’s argument was good. 
Auarchism, which is war on everything and every- 
body, is dangerous to society, and causes it to turn 
against that doctrin in self-defense. To Professor 
Eccles he stated that science is science only because 
by it and through it we can predict the future, and 
that we learn not by success only, but even more by 
mistakes made. Individualism leads not to inde- 
pendence, but to slavery. Every atom above the 
mere stomach is social. Not individualism, not in- 
dependence, but interdependence, is what we need. 

Mr. Wakeman now rose to answer his critios. 
And Professor Ecoles was his first victim. He won- 
dered, he said, if man could learn nothing by expe- 
rierce, what the professor continued to come to the 
club for. And as for this third party, to which 
everything was right, and everything wrong, he 
could not see the good ib was to the world. It 
recuced everything to zero, but zero is nothing; and 
indeed he was not surprised that the professor be- 
longed to this nothing party that night, as always 
Professor Eccles had said nothing. As for Mr. Rob- 
ertson, his stetements were unmitigated nonsense. 
We are born into society and we can’t get oui of it. 
Would Robinson Crusoe, as he designated Mr. Rob- 
ertson, swim across the river to get over to Brooklyn ? 
He thought not, yet that was the only way he could 
get over there without the ccoperation of society. 
Secede? Nonsense! We oset secede. And it 
won't do to fly in the face of society. He, the 
speaker, had always been in favor of free speech, 
and the hanging of the Anarchists he deemed but 
judicial murder. The Anarchists were but over- 
grown children; they needed a guardian, and he 
proposed to be one himself. As for artificial bonds, 
everything in social life is artificial, but not therefore 
unnatural. To the third speaker he answered that 
liberty does exist, yet not in the popular sense, only 
in the meaning of right of choice, and as such it is a 
growing end. To Professor Gunton he said that 
although mankind had made many mistakes, yet, as 
the professor could see from history, the mistakes 
were in the minority. The past is not ali wrong. 
If it was, where would the professor be now? Indi- 
viduality can be realized, and it is not each for each 
and all for all and the devil take the hindmost—and 
they are almost all hindmost—but it is, Each for All 
and All for Each. Here the professor interrupted, 
stating he bad never said so, to which Mr. Wakeman 
retorted, “Don’t interrupt a man in his prayers,” a 
remark which was greeted with a hearty laugh by 
the audience. Gustave NELSON. 

or ———— 


Religious Hypnotism. 


I read with great interest Mr. Spofford’s article in 
Tue Trura Seexer entitled as above. I can fully 
understand it under its more ancient name, mesmer- 
ism, or impressible psychology. This phase of 
philosophy now under its more modern name is 
equally wonderful, but it is one and the same thing. 

Mesmerism, or impressible psychology, is far from 
being a new discovery. It was lectured upon by 
Professor Britton, Dr. Bovee Dods, Professor 
Benton, and many others in New York city and 
Brooklyn in the years 1851-2, but under its original 
name. 

Its prevailing influence in healing the sick and 
alleviating pain both mental and physical, before 
large audiences, was remarkable, and its singular 
antics were much the same as described by Mr. 
Spc fford. 

It would be well was mesmerism better understood 
among our savans. If so, it would account for many 
now inexplicable occurrences frequently transpiring 
in the human family, among animals and reptile, 
which are now known under the general term of fas- 
einatiop. I hav said better understood, but I must 
qualify this suggestion by saying hypnotism or mesg- 
meriem is a dangerous knowledge in the hands of 
uprriucipled people. 

Our great Doctor Franklin was in Paris when M. 
Mesmer was giving exhibitions of this peculiar qual- 
ity in that place, and because the doctor and his 
lesrred associates could not be affected or influenced, 
they uvitedly published and denounced Mesmer ag 
en unblushing charlatan and fraud (vide Franklin's 
Letters). However, we can now afford to excuse 
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the doctor; it was to him something go perfectly 
new. 

The immortal Thomas Paine, some years subse- 
quent, perhaps paying more and greater attention 
to the subject under more favorable auspices, de- 
cided more favorably as to its existence. 

He thought the frantic outbreaks at revival meet- 
ings and Methodist outpourings could be solved 
upon their strange, unreasoning element. Mr. Paine 
himself was also conscious of a prompting influence 
pervading his own mind at times, when he was writ. 
ing; and he eonfesse8 that it was an inspiration of 
these promptings he was indebted to for all that he 
knew. Read Paine's “ Age of Reason." 

Being an Spiritualist, it may be supposed I write 
from a Spiritual standpoint of observation. I think 
I can assert with confidence that all our advanced 
Spiritual thinkers rate mind ag matter, but matter ip 
an inconceivable state of sublimity, or attex uation ; 
and assert too that henceforth our individuality 
never dies. D. B. 

————8-4-»-— —— — —— 
Divine Vengeance from Heaven. 


Who can hereafter say that God is a respecter of 
persons and does not slay the righteous with the 
wicked? Read: 

The village of 8t. Mahlen, near Hildesheim, bas been vis. 
ited recently by severe hail storms which hav do-e a grea: 
deal of damage To-day the people gathered in a caurch to 
pray for a cessation of the storms. While the services were 
in progress a thunder storm came up and the church was 
struck by lightning. Four persons were instantly killed and 
twenty were injured, four being rendered completely blind 
The people were panic-stricken, and in the rush for the doors 
two children were crushed to death. 

What was it that so offended the almighty? Was 
he angry because his children assembled to pray for 
& cessation of ruinous storms? How could he be, 
when he has promised that whatever is asked sbali 
be received? Did their sin lie in dictating to the 
almighty maker and ruler of heaven and earth? No, 
no, not that, since every prayer is an intervention. 
Where, then, was the trouble? The prayer of the 
wicked is an abomination in the sight of the Lord. 
Were these people then exceedingly wicked, and did 
their intercessions exasperate their heavenly father 
beyond all endurance? Why, he smote them as if 
they had been in a vile dancehouse engaged in a 
bacchanalian revelry, cursing and swearing, instead 
of in the house of God in solemn prayers of faith, 
penitence, and distress! If he thus smites his faith- 
ful followers, how can the ungodly sinner escape? 
Oan the Infidel and scoffer fare much worse? Does 
the Ohristian serve his God for naught? So it 
would appear as far as this world is concerned. 
Why did not God swoop down upon some wicked 
Infidel gathering, knock Robert Ingersoll sky-high, 
and seatter his blasphemous audience pellmell, and 
let his own children alone when they are worshiping 
him in fear and truth? Iam amazed and puzzled by 
this great mystery of godliness. Erra E. Grsson. 

2-1-2 —— ———— 


The Jews and Christianity. 


The common sense of the Jews has seen the fol- 
lies and frauds of Ohristianity, and their courage 
has withstood its aggressions, even to the enduring 
of its abominable persecutions. Were the system 
founded in fact or sustained by reason, there could 
be neither motiv or reason to persecute: Having 
neither of these to start or sustain it, its votaries 
are driven to force, tortures, and the most fiendish 
murders to keep it alive. Absurd as much of the 
Old Testament is, it seems not to hav made its be- 
lievers so intolerable as are the believers of the New. 

* While it has had its sacrifices, it has kept free of a 
divine son from a virgin, put to death too by his 
own father. This is the center, the heart, the soul 
and life of Ohristianity. From such a fountain of 
bloody murder, what can be expected of the streams ? 
Let the Spanish Inquisition, the St. Bartholomew's 
massacre, the burning of witches, answer. Should 
Protestants in their two hundred conflicting sects 
try to escape by denying Christianity to the Oatho- 
lies, the answer is ready and overwhelming. The 
Oatholic is the church, and the only church, their 
divine savior founded. To Peter, it is written, he 
gave the keys, and upon him, that rock, is his church 
built. By his successors are the keys yet carried, 
and will be so long as his church and his kingdom 
shall stand. Protestants are crumbling, Catholics 
strengthening. i 
. But compared with Christians in all their numer- 
ous divisions and sects, the Jews are the batter sort 
of people. Tested in all respects, they stand, Saul 
like, head and shoulders above the so-called Naw 
Testament order. They are one, united, acd there- 
fore stand, while the Ohristians professing to follow 
Ohrist are divided. and must gradually fall. Basides, 
the Jews are the better friends of science, the more 
industrious; frugal, and less extravagant. Instead 
of being paupers or defaulters, they are generally 
independent, honestly meeting their contracts and 
debis. The notion has prevailed that they would 
not work, but gain their living exclusivly by trada. 
Such, however, is not the fact. Undertaking, as many 


do, a handicraft, they stick to it till it is well learned | 


and independence acquired. So of agriculture, 
gardening, and horticulture. N ar Vineland. N J, 
a large area cf land, some years ago, was purchased 
in its nativ forest, settled by the Jews, cleared, im- 
proved, snd cultivated to this day most successfully. 
Better citizens in that nor any other region Naw 
Jersey has not nor ever will hsv. Even Q :akers, 
being the most honest Christian sect, nav not 
quite equaled this colony. Besides, the orthodox 
Q skers are slumping down to the orthodcx sects, 
:osing nearly ali their reform has gained, while the 
Jaws are rising and advancing to lees silly ceremony 
and above the absurdities of the Obristian scheme. 
Progressing in Freethought, they are becoming 
more and more rkeptioal of their Bible. Its worst 
peasages are being discarded, its best utilzed in 
their lives. The ixfluence of their scriptures has 
kapt them back from the front ravk in science, since 
G'enesis and geolcg-, revelation and evolution, must 
everantagor z: Nsvertheless, as revelation secedes 
from their mentality the Jews progress in nature 
ard in her sciences. Ia this progressiv city they 
ara among the more reliable and intelligent cit'z»ns. 
Uihampered by parties, sects, or prejudices, they 
converse, investigate, and act with hopeful freedom, 
tolerating errors so long as reason is left free to 
combat them. Hence we find encouragement in the 
prospect of their gradual reinforcement of our Lib 
eral Freethought platoons, corquering our fellows 
the world over by the power of truth. kindness, snd 
pure love. W. Preeins 
Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 8.1890. — 
. —————99— to 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


O»tober 23! the cace for blasphemy expressed in 
a furera! oration by Dr. Voelkel was overruled by the 
court in Naumburg ; but to mske up, two new indict- 
ments for twelve biasphemous expressions bav bren 
brought against him in the courts cf Mü lhausen 
and N enburg.— "reireligióses Sonntags- Blatt. 

The German state church is fast losing her mem- 
bers. A'most every Garman paper announces that 
some families hav left the church ; tbe last instance 
brought to cur notice is in S3hoenberg O-L , where 
fifty families left in & body and formed a free. 
religious sosiety, for which D:. Voalkel lectured the 
last week of Ostober. 


The trouble in the camp cf the Swedish Frea- 
thinkers is more sericus than we thought, and can 
but hurt the progress of the cause. We should not 
be at all surprised to find that the society has in the 
person of Mr. Berghell found another Axel Lind- 
quist. We hav received quite a bu'ky package of 
papers and letters, and will in the next Teura 
Sxrxer giv our readers a correct statement of the 
affair. 


To giv our readers an idea of the branches taught 
and subjects discussed in Roman Catholic echoole 
for young ladies, we know no betier way than to giv 
the topics treated in an educational journal, Angelica 
-Blatte, published by the Ursula nuns in Austria: 
“ Do witches exist at the present time * Can certain 
prayers and gifts procure absolute forgivness of sins ? 
Ought we to reverence the holy rosary more than we 
do? Oan the situation of hell be geographically 
determined? Are wicked people actually roasted 
there over a brimstone fire? Will Gad smile upon 
and bless the person who procures a new subscriber 
for Angelica Blatte?"—Der Freidenker. And it 
is this kind of wholesome teaching that we may 
expect our children to get ia the by aud by, when 
the church gets the grip a little closer on our repub 
lic. Lot us organizo to eff»ot an actual and total 
separation of church and state. 


The Oatholia church taken as a whole is a danger- 
ous institutioo, bat more dangerous than the rsst 
is the Jesuit order, which never scruples to lis for 
the glory of God sud the holy mother church. In 
the repub'ie of Brezil the imperialistic and the cler- 
ioal party hav combined to save ssid country from 
* TI; filel government and unbelief,” but the necessary 
holy enthusisem has been wanting. T^ remedy this 
a telecram, said to be from Pope Leo X{I., was pro- 
ducad by the Jasuits. Tae holy father sent ia it bis 
beat wisbes and the epostolic blessing to his dear 
children of the Naw Citholio party. Ii worked wor- 
ders. The clericals violated laws ard defied the gov- 
ernment, and at last the latter resolved to put a stop 
to the papal machinations, ard through its embaesador 
in Rome protested to the pope against his meddling 
in BrezUian:ffiira. Both the pope and his secretary 
declared that no telegram was sent by the former to 
Brezil and that on the contrary be was on the best 
terms with the republican government, which he 
wished all possible succese, and that he had no desire 
to encourage the “Oatholic party." When a pops 
says that he is on the best terms with a rapublican gov 
ernment, he must be badly off, and we trust the Bre- 
zilian government takes his expressions at their act- 
ual value, and lcoks out for further clerie*l machi 
nations.— Das Menschenthum. Gustave NELSON. 


Wants Only True Liberals. 


To tae Eprrog or Tue Tuvrz Suexer, Sir: Read- 
ing carefully the proceedings of the Secular Union's 
fourteenth anniversary at Portsmouth, O., I find that 
a good many things hav been said, but in my opin- 
ion, and probably thousands of men's, the end 
locked for has not been accomplished. - Why? The 
Secular U ion is ready io take as members Ohris- 
tians, Jaws, avd gentiles if they are willing to 
say they sre Liberals and subscribe to the Nine 
Damands. Now, the question is this, Are men 
and women. if they otj-ct to the teachings of the 
Bible. true Liberals? I say no. Why? Because a 
crue Liberal in the seceptation of the term must be 
a moral man or womac—one that will stand up 
and liv an honorable life aud induce their fellow- 
men to dothessme. If that is accomplished we may 
hope that freedom ^f thought and the mexims of 
Thomas Paine and Robert Ingersoll will be reached 
and the end of Agnosticism fully accomplished. 
All I bav to say to the workers of the S-cular Uaion 
is, be careful who subscribes! Test the character of 
men and women. By so doing you may do a good 
work, that will bs beneficial and lasting. 

Hannibal, Mo , Nav. 10 1890 F. H. Rav. 


——— 9-49 —— — — —— 
L:etures and Meetings. 


Miss Apa Campsety has been r éigaged to lecture next 
Sunday, Novemb’r 30h, for Friendship Liberal League, 
in Philadelphia. The subjects of the lectures hav not yet 
been announced. Tbe hall st her lecture last Sunday 
evening was crowded to suffocation. 


AT the Brooklyn Pailosophical Association, Fraternity 
rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second street, Sunday, 
November 30 h, at.8 P M: Prof. A. L. Rawson. Subject, 
“Rex Worship—Ancient and Modern.” 

$2 +e 


Christians Want to Boycott the World’s Fair. 


The Cumberland Presbyterian (Nashville) says: “We 
heartily join in the protest against the proposition to keep 
open the coming world’s fair at Chicago on Sundays. It 
may be tkat these protests and petitions can be made em- 
phatic and overwhelming enough to prevent this contem- 
plated insult to the Christian religion, this formal abolition 
of the Sabbath, for it will amount to that. Those who are 
to decide the matter are supposed to be Christian men, and 
they may respect the united voice of Christian people. But . 
to make our protests certainly effectiv they should carry 
with them something more than words. Make it certain 
that a Sabbath-breaking exposition will not pay and the ex- 
position will not dare to break the Sabbath. Some stronger 
leverage than words and entreaties should be brought to 
bear on the managers. These managers must make the fair 
a financial success. The financial question with them is the 
tender nerve. The protest that touches that will be effectiv. 
If Christians cry out against Sabbath desecration, and yet 
pay their money, and send their exhibits, their cries will 
probably mean or effect little. Suppose every Christian in 
America should pledge himself to stay-away from a Sabbath- 
breaking fair, and keep his money and goods away, would 
not that at once decide the question? But if Christian 
patronage is certain in either case, and if there is hope of a 
large addition to the income from Sabbath-breaking patron- 
age, will not the directors be tempted to yield to the anti- 
Sabbath demand? It is certain that the fair cannot succeed 
without the presence and patronage of Christian men and 
women. No board of managers will dare take any step 
which will cause this to be withheld. Therefore the Chris- 
tian people of this country hold the decision of this matter 
in their own hands. If we believe in the Sabbath strongly 
enough to demand its preservation, to boycott a fair that 
refuses to preserve it, it will be preserved.” 

— —— 39-39 ——— —— 
: An Open Letter of Importance. 
From San Francisco Freethought. : 

To E. M. M:cnoNALD, Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, My 
Dear Brother: You will remember that about a dozen years 
ago you had the goodness to make an uncle of me, and that 
I promised vou at the time to return the courtesy at the ear- 
Heat availabe opportunity. I now take pen in hand to ap- 
price you that the d: bs is discharged, the obligation fulfilled, 
and the promis kept. The subject of these remarks became 
a resident of Califcrnia on the eighth day of the present 
month of November, aud, I am informed, favors its father in 
the matter of sex. He was too late for election this year, but 
will vore in 1912, provided he is not himself a candidate for 
seme high cflise. Tais Nativ, Son of the Golden West was 
recognized at once as Eugene Leland Macdonald, although 
he has so far declined to acknowledge his identity. The 
mother is happier than she ever was before. Sheisalso in her 
right mind. and I wowd that Leonid say a3 much for the 
father, who has been ina state of wild exsitement since the 
eighth. Ia acquiring a aou I fear thas I hav lost many cher- 
ished friends amorg my male acquaintances on account of my 
inclination to thrust i»formatrioo upon them about said son. 
When they see me c ming nowadays they make haste to get 
over on the opporit side of the street or to conceal them- 
selva where I cannot find them. Eze» my friend Burgman, 
the tailor, with whom frr many months I hav been accus- 
tomed to exchange thensopnic thought, now turns upon me 
a ccld ear and a deaf shoulder, says good-bye, and skips 
around the corner at my approach. Putnam hoorayed as I 
did ar first. but he has now depar.ed for Texas, and the time 
ia near at band when I sball hav to howl a oue or bire some- 
body to shont with me. I sha'l he pleased if you or any of 
the boys in Tre Trova Serre - fli e will kindly make a little 
noice on my account. When yon see Counselor Sherman 
ad Harry Thomas, convey the tidings to them. We were 
yourg together ere w ves and famihes bad set their seal 
upon our brows. When we all hav scant white soap-locks 
above our eara we will meet again. and refer casually to the 
halcyon cays of youth Wiha nacerna) aspect, GEORGE. 


Waen anyone teis me thas he 84w a dead man restored 
to lite [ inunedis^e!y consider with myself whether it would 
he more proabib'e ‘nat this person should either deceive or 
be deceived. or that tha fact which he relates Should really 
hav happened —2D2o'd ums. 
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ÜHAPTER V. 


THE DOCTRIN OF ORIGINAL SIN. 

Next to ths doetrim concersing the divinity of 
Ohrist, probably tho ove which bas engeged the 
largest amount of attention and been frsught with 
the most gericus consequences is what is known as 
the doctrin of original 

For, after sii, 
tian tree. Abolish original sis, 
no raison d'etre. 

What is this doetrin ? 

Briefly put, if is this. 

About six thousand years ago Ged oreated men 
perfect. 

But although perfect, he was endowed with what 
Christians term “2 frea wiil;' and by ihe exercise 
of this powor the perfest man showed himself to be 
most imperfea, and on the very first day cf his ex- 
istence went irretrievably wrong by disobeying the 
command of deity. 

From that moment maa became s sinner, with the 
«sd deep!y in the bu- 
hing good of himself, 
goog ihonght. All good deeds 
by tha sid cf God. 
sinner, '^uied R savicr. 

j j£. Such bricfly was 
. in eouraeof fime, 


is ihe root cf tho Chris- 
and Christianity has 


E 


not even think a 
were accomplished 


Msn beisg a That 
savicr he founs 


the belief of ih 


however, two offer do s got attached to this one 
of origins] zin, viz, tne of grace and pre- 
destination, and bay bean for centuries associated 
therewith. 


docirins are go inex- 
ot cniy confuse the 
» thinkers hay some 
that their value may 
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difficuliy in seps 
be tested. 

Caivirisis cerry the doctzin of original sin to ike 
extent of seyize ibeb {he whole race cf menkind was 
BO effected by Adam's cin ibai the whois of his pos- 
terity must stuffer the covecquences cf it. In cther 
words, that Ged was go exaepersied ef the sight of 
Adam disregarding his commend that nothing would 
appesse his wrath until he hed revenge. 

Ard so Chriciisns mainigined that all menkind 
deserved damnaticn—but God in his infnit 
mercy enb a part oi himself down io die in order 
that by the sacrifice of innocent blocd the sins o 
markind should bə washed sway. 

Although Chrisi came to dia and aatually did die 
to save mankind, Christians believe that nobody 

. would be saved unless God had given them grace 
and predestined salvation for them before tha foun- 
dation of the world. 

And yet notwithsiandisg this doclria of predes- 
tination—which meens thet God has mapped out 
the course cf men’s lives from the very beginning— 
they nevertheless taik of “free will,” which is the 
very antithesis of such a doctrin. 

It is interesting bo Isarn how mon first reconciled 
in their own minds such conjvadistory ideas, bui re- 

` cording toa good authority (Dr. Priestley: “ Oor- 
ruptions of Obristianiiy,” p. 04) the early Christians 
first goi fheir minds posze:sod in favor of some 
of these ideas after hesied controversy, 
and the resi 2 7 inirodueed by the 
more subile-minded priests esnturies after. Te- 
ward tha erd oi the fourth century there occurred 
a great controversy called the Pelsgian—in which 
the abcve-nemed Gocivins were ficresly debated. 
Before this time, however, very libile had been 
heard rcepseling them, bui after this time they 
developed rapidly enough end ultimetely beenme 
important dogmes of tho chureh 

Most of the eaziy feth 
hav held the opinion th 
al if man would but 
ways. Even Jusiin Mertsr could not seeept the 
.doelrin of predestination. “God,” he seid, “has 
not made man like trees and quadrupeds, who oan 
do nothing from choice aud judgment; for he would 
not be worihy of reward or prsise if he :did not 
choose what was good, bus 

was wicked covid he | E 


thet 


Cans 
s 


"c 


ke church seem to 
wes prepared to save 
iorsske his evil 


made” (Apol. 1, Ed. Phinly, page 65). 

Clemens Alexandrinus belisved in free will and re- 
pudiated the doviria of predzsiimation. Austin pub 
the case even more strongly when he said: “No man 
oan be justly condemned for Going thei which he 
was not &ble £o rezist,” 

Origen balieved in the fresdom of the will, and 
eonsidersd that sil men eouid be viriuoua if thay 
ore those who auffored 
fhe consequences of the sbugo of free will. 

Early in the fifth century, seen after Poispius, an 
English monk, had made himself famous over the 
discussion sbove-named, e number of minor questiona 
came up for consideration. One was ths efficacy of 
baptism, some Christians mointsiming that by bap- 


i still ealis himself by the name of Ohristian. 


| tism men’s sins could be washed away. Pelagius | But however we manipulate the contents of that 


opposed tbis superstition and suggested the washing 
of babies who were sinless, and maintained further 
the good Secular doctrin that good works alone 
were acceptable in the sight of God. 

Pelagians, then, were the heretics of the fourth 
and fifth century, and they carried their heresy as 
far as affirming that they neither believed in the doe- 
trin of predestination nor in that of internal grace. 
They also declared their belief that man does not 
die on account of the sin of Adam, but by the neces- 
sity of his nature. 

These ideas made some progress during the next 
two centuries, but at various councils’ meetings they 
wers generally condemned. 

Ín ihe ninth century some of these heresies were 
revived by a monk named Godeschalehus, who de- 
nied the efficacy of baptism, but contended that God 
had predestinated mankind—the majority to damna- 
iion; while the few would be saved through the effi- 
cacy of Ohrist/s blood. 

This latter doctrin met with opposition from one 
Rebanus Maurus, who was condemned by the coun- 
cii of Mayence and died in prison. 

From the ninth to the sixteenth century, however, 
the doctrins of predestination, original sin, and 
grace grew considerably, and at the Reformation 
seemed to hay been adopted by Luther and his 
followers. 

Calvin held these doctrins, and maintained them 
with such zeal and vigor that he got his name identi. 
fied with them. Afterward the church abandoned 
some of them, and those Christians who clung tena. 
ciously to them were known by the name of Calvinists. 

Thus we see that the doctrins of the church hav 
not always been the same; that they are subject to 
the law of growth and decay. To-day it is doubtful 
what the opinions of the representativs of the 
ehureh on these subjects really are. Of some it may 
be said that they maintain a mixture of both; they 
say that on the one hand God has predestined 
man’s salvation from the beginning, but that man 
nevertheless possesses a free will—which is like say- 
ing man is free in the same sense as a bird in a 
cago. That he can move—put that his movements 
are circumscribed within certain limits. Man’s will, 
however, is either free, or it is not; man's career 
is either mapped out for him by God, or it is not; 
and the uncertainty of Obristians respecting the 
answer to these questions, shows that Christianity 
is not a definit, coherent system—but that every 
msn ig free to make his own creed go long as he 


AnrHuR B. Moss. 
nt 


Policy vs. Morality. 


It is a frequent remark of Liberals that they 
do right for the sake of right. And doing right 
for this sake is called morality. 

Now comes the question, Is man apt to do 
things for the mere sake of doing them, or for 
the effects, resulte, or consequences of doing them? 

Every rational mind prior to a meditated action 
forms a mental forecast, more or less correct, of 
its consequences; otherwise it follows blindly an 
unanalyzed conviction that is a prompting of con- 
science. 

Suppose men No. 1 and No. 2 refrain from steal- 
ing bread when they are hungry. 

The only reason that No. 1 can giv is that it is not 
tight to steal. No. 2 thinks to himself in this way: 
“ Ti 1 steal that bread it may prove to be a very ex- 
persiv meal, and in the course of time my fellow- 
men will regard me much as the farmer regards the 

| crow that steals his corn. I am no crow or rat, and 
before I hook that bread I will try to strike a job 
end make a dollar.” Now, it is evident that No. 2 
is quite a philosopher, and he proposes to try the 
easiest methods of obtaining the bread first before 
5o hazards the consequences of stealing it. Of 
course No. 2 is acting the part of the policy man, 
buf all that No. 1 can say is that his conscience says 
he must not. Conscience is something that No. 1 
has had ever since he was a small boy. It consti- 
tutes several pages of his individual ancient history, 
which pages bav now become a sacred volume to 
him. He reads them over often, but he does not 
get down on his mental all fours and dig out their 
philosophy, if they hav any; the fact is, he never 
goes behind the returns in regard to anything. 

Now, any Ohristian would be satisfied with No. 
l's morality, while No. 2's morality seems quite sat- 
isfactory to the Infidel writer, while quite a number 
of Liberals occupy the intervening space between 
the Infidel and the Christian. 

_ Now, we will throw the motivs of No. 1 and No. 2 
into the same basket and call the basketful morality. 

Along comes No, 3 who won't steal and No. 4, and 
wa likewise pile their motive into our basket. No. 3 
combines the motivs of No. 1 and No. 2, while No. 
4 is not hungry, thus he has no motive at all either 
way, but we put them into the basket all the same. 

Now, in examining the basketful of motive we can 
put the reverend superstition on the right hand with 
tha lambs, the policy on the left hand with the goats. 


basket we can only make out of it superstition and 


policy. Let us take another example. Suppose No. 
5 contemplates committing a murder. Another fel- 


low has cut him out in respect to his best girl, and 
he is mad, but he has three reasons for not commit- 


ting the murder in question: 1. He fears his rival's 


ghost and other ghosts—superstition. 2. He con- 


siders that if he kills his rival the rest of the human 


race will hunt him down and kill him as they do 


other dangerous animals—policy. 3. It always made 


him feel faint to look af blood, and his sympathies 
further restrained him from committing the deed— 


sympathy. ME. 
Taking up other examples of morality, in every 


case we will find it made up of one or more of the 
three components, superstition, policy, and sympathy. 


Now, why should the word morality as applied 


versus theft command any more respect than the 


word policy in the same connection? Ah! we reo- 
ognize the superstitious element which givs policy 
its sanctity, and lo, it is no more policy but mo- 
rality ! 

Even Liberals bow the head and almost bend the 


knee when before the shrine of morality, but policy 


they profess to scorn. 

Find a man that clearly reasons out why he does 
not steal and his reasoning is the logic of policy. 

Ask him why he does not murder and animal sym- 
pathy also has its piece to speak. 

Policy is of man’s reasoning parts, sympathy 
springs from his animal brain. Policy cultivates 
sympathy, and the two make what is called human- 


ity. Teach a child to use policy in all his actione, 


and he will think out what his conduct had beat be, 


and if his policy is far-sighted and wise, he will find 


that morality’s record is not hard to beat; his policy 
will be the best—in fact, the rational morality—old- 


fashioned morality being only superstitious policy. 


Religion's contempt for earthly things isa part of 
her professed contempt for policy. 

Policy is useful, but not ornamental, like morality. 

Morality glitters with the badges of her high ped- 
igree. She is the child of conscience, that still 
small voice, that ghostly, unsubstantial whisper, that 
as children we used to hear when we were bent on 
stealing pie. Yes, morality has the glitter, lots of 
it, but policy is the gold. 

Freethought has dug the graves of Gods and 
devils—has shown that heaven, hell, and small here- 
afters pay no dividends of time to man. 

But one little ghost, called conscience, still hangs 
round some very Liberal brains. That little ghost 
has never been guilty of one quality (virtue) that 
policy could not match. That little ghost prompted 
every persecution of a pious past. Therefore let 
us make a little grave for him beside his heavenly 
father’s grave. And let the divine aristocracy, from 
great Jehovah down to the “still small voice,” rest 
now and forevermore. Amen. 

Dz. 0. E Boynron. 


| neti pa ————M 
The Vagaries of Spiritism. 


There is one very important fact our Spiritistic 
friends entirely ignore, viz., that consciousness and 
mind are always and solely concomitant with form or 
organized living bodies, and not otherwise. 

But these being absolutely finite in duration, lim- 
ited in time, ever beginning and ending, it is evident 
that, originating and co-existent with and dependent 
upon them, the mind must end when the forms are 
no more. f 

The theory of the intelligence of atoms, like the 
sexuality of stoms, must be consigned to the realms of 
absurdity, because both ignore the important fact 
that sex as well as mind necessitates form, or com- 
plex aggregation of atoms, to produce these various 
results. 

The ultimate atom can no more be termed a form, 
than ong stone can be termed a building wbich it 
requires thousands to construct. Now, all forms 
being finite, all atoms, by virtue of their physical and 
chemical attributes seeking their affinities, contin- 
ually construct and compound forms, which, how- 
ever, when evolved to a certain degree of perfection, 
by the immutable order of nature are destined to 
final disintegration, destructiv of their several forma 
of organic and inorganic life. Therefore it seems 
unreasonable to insist that one form of life is exempt 
from this universal order of nature, namely, man’s 
mind, supposed to be incarnate as an “immortal 
spirit,” and, as such, qualified to exist in eternal 
statu quo forever. 

* Spirit," if real, must possess form. If formless 
it cannot exist, much less be a “spirit” and all it 
implies. If possessed of form it cannot be eternal. 
There is absolutely no analogy in nature for eternal, 
infinit forms. There is only one thing’ eternal—the 
ultimate atom, composing in infinit aggregation the 
universe. In its (out ensemble, in its universal whole 
—the infinit all—this alone is eternal. 

In its detail, in its innumerable parts, the universe 
ever changes forms, evolves vegetable and animal 
life—rocks, worlds, suns, stars, and systems—all of 
which, however, after certain periods of existence are 
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destined to destruction, disintegration, deatb, and! 
absolute extinction as such forms. Orudely we may 
compare the universe to a huge kaleidoscope com- 
posed of countless million parts. We behold ever 
changing views and forms, yet the huge cosmic 
machine is forever the same. 
. And, upon this eternal evolution and involution, 
birth and death, growth and disintegration, building 
up and tearing down, formation and destruction, ab- 
solutely depends the eternal activity of the universe. 
Were all forms not destined to resolve back into their 
original elements, there would posilivly be no mo- 
tion, life, or potentiality in the universe now. All 
would be exhausted, completed, arrived at conditions 
of universal standstill, even an eternity ago. For 
if but one particle of matter were sbstzacted from 
its infinit whole every million of years to build up, 
construct, or evolve a single eternal form, a “spirit” 
exempt from the Jaw of decay and death, and this 
process continued during all the ages of beginning- 
less time, there would, indeed, be no universe now, 
but solely an infinit aggregation of such indestruc- 
tible forms or “immortal spirits.” 

Therefore, it is self-evident to thinking minds—to 
‘men and women of brains who can, and ere willing 
to, think—that the very existence of the universe de- 
pends upon the nox-immortality of every form of 
life and the destructibility of all minor phenomens, 
the. matter composing human forms being needed 
in its constituent elements to perpetuate the endless 
chain of eternal cosmic life. 

Has the “immortal part of man” form?  Spirit- 
ists must, and do, concede it bas. Then let them 
define its character, and explain by virtue of what 
law of nature it is exempt from the universal order 
of nature which decrees that all forms must end. 

As stated, “spirit” necessitates form, form neces- 
sitates constituents, constituents necessitate sub- 
stance—matter. What are these constituents? Are 
they something or nothing? If something, they are 
material and subject to the laws of ell material; if 
nothing, there are no “ spirits.” 

“Spirita,” then, are either material forms or noth- 
ing. If materia], they must possess weight, consis- 
tency, form, color, occupy space, and be subject to 
the laws governing all material forms, paramount 
of which is—that all forms must end. But if real, 
why can “spirit” matter not be defined, produced 
in our schools of science, weighed, analyzed, seen, 
and grasped by our understanding ? 

But furthermore, if real, “spirits” must possess 
organic form. This self-evident proposition quiets 
forever all arguments intending to define “spirit” 
as forces or fluids similar to electricity, air, ether, 
magnetism, efc., all of which may be to & certain ex- 
tent incomprehensible to man. But such inorganic 
forces or fluids, and organic beings, as “ spirits” nec- 
essarily must be, hav nothing in common. No one 
claims that these are intelligent. But to resemble 
or to be a human being, possessing all the attributes 
and form of such a being during all eternity, neces- 
sitates a form similar to a human being, or we surely 
are confronted with a miracle. And it must be an 
organic form. But organic form necessitates an- 
atomic form, for without anatomy there is no organic 
life. The leaf, flower, tree, infusoris, and all species 
of animal and vegetable life possess an anatomy 88 
real as that of a horse, ox, or man. The difference 
is one of degree only. But anatomy is not thinkable 
without mattsr—actusl, real, visible substance. It 
may require a pretty strong microscope, but if it ex- 
ists, it is visible to man. This anatomy then, like 
man’s, must be somposed of constituentse—lime, 
sulphater, oxygen, nitrogen, eto. But every grain of 
this matter composing man, at death is laid away 
under the sod. If man, when he draws bis last 
breath, weighs one hundred and fifty pounds, six 
ounces, and fifteen grains, he still, after “his spirit 
has escaped,” will weigh one hundred and fifty 
pounds, six ounces, and fifteen grains. 

It is absolute then that man's “spirit” does not 
weigh a grain. What then is this “spirit?” What 
constitutes his form? What shapes his spiritual 
anatomy? What material is it, unknown to science, 
that can organize itself into a living human form— 
that can assume the shape of a beautiful woman, 
with rosy cheeks, ivory teeth, golden hair, etc.— yet 
not occupy space, not weigh a grain, indestructible 
in its organic form, and exist beyond reach of micro- 
scope, telescopes, scalpel, crucible, and evade the 
search of a vast majority of the ablest minds in 
existence ? 

Human hair is composed of certain constituents. 
These constituents are absent in the “spirit ”— 
buried. What is spiritual hair composed of? What 
constitutes spirit teeth, eyes, flesh, blood, and 
bones? Are not the substances producing teeth, 
flesh, blood, and bones originally in the body, an 
absolute necessity to their existence? Then how in 
the name of reason can spirit teeth, etc. (and all 
“ spirits” hav teeth), exist without this substance? 
What produces the brilliancy of the eye, the 
warmth of flesh and breath, the circulation of the 
life fluid, in the absence of all the essential ele- 
ments necessary to their existence? 

Life necessitates blood or circulating fluids. 


Without circulation there is no organic life in 
plant, tree, beast, or man. What causes life within 
the spirit body? What sirculates in it to make 
life possible? And in what does it circulate? Isa 
living body thinkable without blood, veins, arteries, 
eto., or are these thinkable in "spirit form?” 

Life necessitates lungs. “What does not breathe 
does not liv,” is a maxim of science. But the 
lungs of man are also laid away in the grave. 
How can a spirit man or woman breathe without 
lungs, or if possessed of breathing apparatus, 
what is it made of and why does it weigh not & 
single grain and be invisible to our senses? 

: In short, a spirit resembling a human being neces- 
sitates flesh, blood, bones, lungs, heart, stomach, 
brain, and all. Without all these, I insist; a “spirit,” 
resembling a human form, is utterly unthinkable. 
But, in the alleged “spirit,” all these are positivly 
absent. Nothing tangible is substituted to take its 
place. How can man then continue to exist when all 
that is necessary to make a man exists in another 
form? 

The idea of spirit existence is the giant delusion of 
the world. Its source is ignorance, egotism, and de- 
ception. Ignorant of the actual processes of the 
complex human form generating mind and seneation, 
they hav divested it of all powers of sensation and 
volition and invested an invisible, unknowable, un- 
thinkable “ spirit” form, or nothing, with powers to 
think. Not knowing how man thinks, they hav from 
nothing built up a nothing, of which, however, they 
know absolutely nothing, and which is nothing, but 
which, they insist, can do all the thinking and res- 
soning which the material man cannot do. “How 
foolish,” they say, “to assert that dead matter can 
think ;” entirely ignoring the fact that, though the 
mental process evolved from the human body may 
not be fully understood, yet in man we behold the 
climax of nature’s achievements, the crowning work 
of nature, whose cspabilities physically and mentally 
are indeed not yet fully revealed to himself, but that 
to divest him of his powers of volition and invest 
an unknown nothing or sn airy nothing with such 
capabilities is, to say the least, unreasonable. And 
postulating an invisible man within visible man to do 
the thinking, is greatly complicating the problem. 

But they are blinded by their delusion. Like the- 
ists, who postulate an unknown nothing to create 
and govern the universe when they do not know 
how it governs itself, they hav solved the problem to 
their entire satisfaction and insist, “our immortal 
spirits do it all" But how our “spirits” do it all 
they sadly fail to make clear. . Is volition, mind, eto., 
any less of a mystery after positing a spirit body in- 
side the physical body? How does this body 
think? I transpose their exclamation : “ How foolish 
to assert that this spirit body can think and reason !” 
“There must be another invisible spirit within this : 

the publie schools. 
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by Christians. The Jews, too, are among those who 
are most interested in the publie schools, and every 
year we find the Jewish pupils taking the lead in 
proficiency and good conduct. 

Why was this conference of Tuesday participated 
in by Protestants only if the religious teaching it 
asked for would be satisfactory to the whole body of 
Christians themselvs? The Roman OCaiholies were 
not represented, though the chief obstaclein the way 
has been the inability of Protestants and Catholics to 
come to anagreement as to what the essential prac- 
tical truths are. 

Meantime the parents, who seek for the instruction 
of their children at the publie cost, are not concern- 
ing themselvs about the matter. The trouble with 
thousands of them ia rather to find room for their 
children in the schools. The applications for admis- 
sion increase with the growth of the population, 
while in this town the school accommodations do not 
keep pace with it, but are insufficient, notwithstand- 
ing the multiplication of private, charitable, and paro- 
chial sehoola. 

Those parents know very well that the instruction 
must be wholly secular or wholly religious. The 
demand of religion is not that it shall be recognized 
in education as a desirable auxiliary, but that it shall 
shape and control the whole as the most essential 
object of pursuit. It is false to itself if it does not 
so demand, and subordinate the eternal to the tex- 
poral. If it is true; education without it is vain. If 
it enters into the school at all, it must come as the 
master and not as the servant. The state must bow 
in subordination to the church. State schools must 
be abolished, and church schools must be substi- 
tuted. 

In other words, the introduction of religion into 
the schools means the overthrow of the whole publie 
school system. They cannot be state schools unless 
they are purely secular, and they cannot be religious 
schools without becoming purely church schools. 

The practicable way of overcoming the religious 
opposition ia to make the state instruction of the 
most elementary kind only, leaving the church and 
private enterprise to provide whatever else is desired 
by individuals. It is also the only way consistent 
with our theory of government. The trouble has 
come from the state's undertaking to do more than 
it has the authority to do. 


eel 


Functions of Public Schools. 
From the World. 

A strong and influential ecclesiastical body in this 
state has addressed itself to like bodies representing 
other denominations in sn effort to secure some 
agreement among the several churches upon a sim- 
ple ssheme of instruction in the fundamental doc- 
trins of religion which all can urge for adoption in 
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The Protestant Attack Upon Our Schools. 


Five years ago the Presbyterian synod appointed 
a committee to work to get the Bible and the Chris- 
tian religion into all the schools of the state. What 
this committee had accomplished up to last year was 
printed in Taz TaurH Seeger. This year public work 
of the committee cuiminated in an invitation to al) 
other denominations besides the Presbyterian to 
send delegates to & conference to be held in this 
city Monday and Tuesday of last week. Of the 
fourteen denominations to which the invitation was 
extended, the Disciples of Christ, Congregationalists, 
Episcopalians, Independents, Lutherans, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Reformed Dutch, Reformed Episco- 
pslians, and Reformed Presbyterians replied that 
they would send delegates; the Unitarians, United 
Presbyterians, and Universalisis made no reply, and 
the Baptists, through their New York State Pastors’ 
Conference, held at Lockport on Ostober 28th and 
29:h, unanimously decided by a rising vote not to 
take any part in the movement. Their reasons for 
declining to take part in the conference are worth 
giving, and the sect deserves credit for its abstention 
on euch legitimate grounds. These reasons are set 
forth in the following resolutions : 


‘© We believe that it is a manifest injustice to fax those 
who do not believe in religion for tbe maintenance of schools 
-in which are taught religious principles which they do not 
wish their children to learn; and further, that the inaugura- 

. tion of such a system of religious teaching in our public 
schools forms a val:d argument for the division of the sch-ol 
fun?s with those who might not relish euch teaching. thus 
resulting eventually in state support of scbools in which the 
creed of Agnosticism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Judaism, 
or Romanism might be taught. 

** We believe that the state ought not to teach religion, 
beeause this would mea», in our age, religious instruction by 
unregenerete pertons who do not know what true religion is. 
and whose iust'ucrion would in a large degree be marked 
by hypocrisy, formalism, irreverence, ad error. We do not 
wish such persons to instruct our cbildren religiously. ‘The 
state should teach only that on which a!) are agreed, and 
should not invsde matters of conscience or religious opinion. 
If the state may teach religion in schools the state may teach 
religion in churches of her own establishment. It is only on 
this broad ground that we can oppose those who would sub. 
tly insti) Romanism or the creed of Agnosticism into our 
public instruction.” 


Without stopping to ask the Baptists what the 
“reed” of Agnosticism is—a question they would 
hav difficulty in snswering—we hasten to assure 
them that they are on the right road. All people 
must bav equal privileges in institutions which all 
support, ard if evangelical Protestantism is to be 
taught in the schools, then Atheism, Romaniam, 


| Judaism, and all other isms must hav equal opportu- 


.| nity at the children. 


The religious instruction which the Presbyterians 
and those who agree with them desire to be taught 
in our schools is comprised in these assertions: 

The existence of a personal God. 

The responsibility of each soul to God. 

The immortality of the soul. 

The reality of a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments. 

The authority of the Ten Commandments and of 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

These are considered common Obristian tenets 
and their teaching would be considered unsectarian. 
To this end, the synod asks for a law "suitably pro- 
viding for the incorporation with the school curricu- 
:um, as an essentia] part of it, of these theistic truths.” 

Roman Catholics were also invited to this confer- 
nee, but they also took no part in it. Away back 
ub 1885, Vicar General Preston, replying for Arch 
bishop Corrigan to a similar invitation, set forth 
that church’s views as follows: 


“ The most reverend archbishop desires me in his name to 
say, in response to your letter, that the Catholic church has 
always insisted, and must always insist, upon the teaching 
of religion with education. For this reason we cannot pat- 
ronize the public schools, and are forced to establish our 
own parochial schools. The question, where there are many 
different denominations, each with its own creed, is a diffi- 
cult one to settle. We could be satisfied with nothing less 
than the teaching of our whole faith. Protestant denomina- 
tions, if they value their own creeds, ought to feel as we 
do. Denominational schools are to our mind the only solu- 
tion of the question. This plan should satisfy everyone, 
and would save the state a vast outlay of expense. 

**'The points you propose, while better than none, would 
never satisfy us, and we think they ought not to satisfy many 
of the Protestant churches; while the Infidels, who are now 
very numerous, would certainly reject them. 

*" We believe that the country will yet see the ruinous 
effects of an education from which religion has been 
excluded.” 


There wera many speeches made at this confer- 
ence, and the drift of the affair may be gathered 
from the subjects under discussion—' How Far 
Does Expediency Dictate that State-supported 
Schools Should Inculcate the Principles of Morals 
and Religion?” ‘ What Should Be the Ground and 
Character of the Instruction in Morals in Our Pub- 
lie Schools?” “ What Should this Conference Do to 
Carry Out Its Views Upon This Subject?” and 
others of the same nature. The most dangerously 
revolutionary and Anarchistic address was by Will- 
iam Allen Butler, his subject being, '* What Do Our 
Constitution and Laws Hold as to Religious Teach. 
ing in the Public Schools?” Our public schools, he 
said, are a part of the general system of government 
in this state; and their management constitutes a 
department which must be administered in the same 
manner as every other department of the govern. 
ment, in view of the Constitution and the law of the 
land governing all the relations of the people to 
each other as members of society. With this posi- 
tion as a base, Mr. Butler went on: 


“ Viewed in this light, we find that while there is in this 
state an absolute divorce of church and state and a control. 
ing mandate against interference by the state with the free- 
dom of religious opinion and worship. there is not, and 
never has been, any divorce between Christianity and the 
state, Or between the state government in its administration 
and the Christian religiou as revealed in tbe scriptures. Or 
the contrary, it waa settled long ago, and cannot, now be dis- 
puted, that Christianity is a part of the common Jaw of tbi- 
state as if was a part of the common law of England at th: 
time w'en New York ceased to be a colony of Great Britai: 
and became a sovereign state. . . . 

** Custom, which is largely the source of law and the inter 
preter of its intent. makes the Christian religion a part of the 
orderly conduct of affairs in the administration of the gov. 
ernment. The daily sessions of our state legislature are 
opened with prayer offered bv Christian ministers, a recogni- 
tion by the legislativ department of the government, which 
most nearly represevts the people, of Christianity as the 
religion of the people, and, as already remarked, a sound 
public opinion upholds in many parts of the state religious 
exercises in the schools. 

** This being the case, it seems plain that in the adminie- 
tration of that department of tbe government which relates 
to public instruction regard must be bad to the existence of 
the Christian religion as a part of the general law and to its 
practical operation as a chief factor in the order and well. 
being of society, as well as to the proper safeguards against 
interference with freedom of opinion as to all matters of re- 
ligious belief, faith, or practice. 

** This recognition of the Christian religion as a part of 
the law is a wholly different thing from setting up or incul- 
cating opinions, creeds, or doctrins based on human inter- 
pretation of the scriptures, or on any human authority. 


There is certainly nothing in the constitution or laws of this 


state which prevents such a recognition or which debars the 
department of public instruction from giving it practical 
effect in the daily exercise of the schools so far as to sanc- 
tion the reading of the scriptures without note or comment, 
the use of the Lord's prayer, and, under proper safeguards, 
the inculcation, without admixture of human doctrin, of 
Christian morals, ¿.e., the precepts of the decalog as perpet- 
uated by Christianity. 

«If, as the courts hav held, the Christian religion is in 
fact a part of the law under which we liv, then, 
although we hav no established churcb, we hav an ee- 
tablished religion based on a divine revelation, any ma- 
licious aspersion of which, or of its divine author and 
founder, constitutes a crime against society. The institutions 
of this religion are protected and enforced by law. On the 
plainest principles of public policy in a state thus maintain- 
ing and enforcing the Christian religion as a part of its cus- 
tomary and declared legal organization, public instruction 
ought to be Christian and the Christian religion should be 
recognized and. made manifest, not by way of doctrin de- 
duced from its scriptures or interpretation of their meaning, 
but in attestation of the fact of its supremacy as a constitu- 
ent part of the law of the land. 

u The legal status of the public schools in this state, there- 
fore, includes the existence and coutroling power of the 
Christian religion, not as a doctrin, but as a fact. Opinions 
about religion, or the authority of the scriptures, in whole 
or in part, or the proper trans ation or interpretation of their 
origiual text, hav nothing to do with this established fact, 
which inheres in the social organization and government of 
the state, and which in every department of that govern- 
ment should hav due recognition. It is conceded that good 
morals should and do necessarily go hand in hand with good 
education, but it is not conceded by all, and it is denied by 
many, that any positiv assertion of the binding force of the 
Christian religion, or its precepts, can be admitted in the 
public schools. 

“It the views above expressed are correct, the question 
to which they relate may properly be answered by the state- 
ment that the constitution and law of this state authorize 
religious teaching in the public schools ao far as to secure a 
recognition, in the administration of that part of the state 
government to which the care of the schools is confided, of 
the Christian religion as revealed in the holy scriptures, as 
part of the actual law of the land, binding upon all our cit- 
izens. 

“ This will warrant the reading of the scriptures without 
note and comment, the use of the Lord’s prayer, and such 
inculcation of Christian morals, free from any instruction as 
to religious doctrins or opinions, as shall serve to impress ` 
upon the minds of the pupils the difference between right 
and wrong in human conduct and affairs, and the rules which 
should govern the dealings and intercourse of men in a com- 
munity where the Christian religion is a constituent part of 
the established law.” 


It will be seen from these remarks that Mr. But- 
ler is a reactionist of a very dangerous type, and 
that the organization which supports his position is 
one not helpful to freedom and liberty of expression. 
Time was when his statements would hav been held 
tenable and true, but that time has passed. The coun- 
try has outgrown the colonial period of its existence, 
when it took its all from England ; and though the old 
common Jaw is too often quoted in our courts, happily 
ou thia one point the people hav decided that it does 
not apply. Fossilized judges sometimes quote it, 
it is true, but they are in the minority. The people 
are making a new “common law,” aud that ig that re- 
ligion of any sort has nothing to do with the state. 

There is, however, one statement in Mr. Butler’s 
address of peculiar significance. It is this: “If, as 
the courts hav held, the Christian religion is in fact 
a part of the Jaw under which we liv, then, although 
we hav no established church, we hav an established 
religion based on a divine revelation, any malicious 
aspersion of which, or of its divine author and 
founder, constitutes a crime against society.’ Here 
we hav the foundation for blasphemy laws, the founda- 
tion for dungeons for heretics, the kindling of the 
auto-dé-7é. It seems strange in these days to hear 
this voice from the tombs crying that the state 
ahould punish ths heretic, and enforce the institutions 
of Obristianity! Has Mr. Butler been asleep for two 
hundred years and just woke up? What manner of 
men are these Presbytecians? 

Of the efforts of these sects to get their peouliar 
doctrins firmly established by law in our schools we 
hav often spoken. The efforts are not without dan- 
ger to the people, though the tendency of the times is 
toward farther separation of church and state rather . 
than toward closer union. The Catholics are a factor 
to be reckoned with, and no compromise with them 
seems possible. By and by, perhaps, in return for 
state money for Oatholic parochial schoola, the Ro- 
meanists may be willing to turn the public schools over 
to the Protestants ; but as this means the destruction 
of the schools, the publie, which is in neither house, 
will then be heard. We do not believe the American 
people will ever surrender the schools in such fashion. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 29, 1890. 


761 


ee rr Se hss Sth Sr ———————A——————————————————— 
a a SS SR SRS PMR AES GPR SPO PP TPES A: 


The Picture Book in Canada. 


. When Watson Heston designed the pictures 
which hav illumined the first page of Tuz TRUTH 
Szuxer for the past four or five years, he had no 
idea that he was doing an immoral act. 

The photo-sngraving establishment which com- 
pleted them would undoubtedly disclaim the 
charge. 

And when we printed them in the paper and 
then arranged them in book form it certainly 
never flitted through the editorial mind that any- 
thing immoral was being done. 

Mr. John Herring, manufacturer of agricultural 
implements, at Napanee, Ont., liked the pictures 
so well that he ordered, paying cash therefor, 
two copies of the book. In doing this, he also had 
no thought of being immoral and infracting the 
Canadiau law. 

Bat it seems we were all wrong, according to 
the collector of customs at Napanee, as per the 
following, addressed to Mr. Herring, but by im- 
plication making confederates in crime of the 
other parties: 

t Customs DEPARTMENT, 
‘‘Orrawa, November 8, 1890. 

“Bır: The Collector of Customs, Port of Napanee, Ont., 
having reported to me that a seizure has been made from 
you on the 81st day of October, 1890, of the following, viz.: 
2 Copies of a printed and bound Book entitled ‘The Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,’ for an infraction of the Cus- 
tom Laws of Canada, the said book being of an immoral 
character and therefore prohibited from importation into 
Canada; Wherefore take notice that if such Seizure be 
maintained, the said book or moneys if accepted on deposit 
in lieu thereof, become liable to forfeiture, and each party 
concerned in such infraction of the law subject to penalties 
under the provisions thereof.” 


Mr. Herring was given thirty days to make 
reply to this formidable charge, which he has 
done as hereunto subjoined, both to the commis- 
sioner at Ottawa and to the public in an open 
letter printed in a journal at Napanee: 


“ Dear Sie: I see by the papers that a seizure of immoral 
literature by our argus-eyed customs collector, G. M. Elliott, 
has been pretty well advertised throughout the country, and 
as many who read the notice might think there was a foun- 
dation for the statement, and my name having been given 
in connection with it, allow me to request the publication of 
the following letter in reply to the notice and oblige: 


“To THE COMMISSIONER oF CusToMs, Ottawa, Dear Sir: 
I am in receipt by mail of the notice sent me of the action of 
G. M. Elliott, collector of customs at Napanee, of the seiz- 
ure of what is termed the 'Freethinkers' Pictorial Text- 

00k.’ 

** I ordered a copy from Tue TRUTH BEEKER office, New 
York, but as I hav not had the pleasure of perusing it, I 
cannot say as to its contents. 

' I fail however to see in the title anything to warrant 
the collector of customs showing the iron hand by seizure 
and dubbing the work ‘immoral, seditious, treasonable.’ 
I am judging from appearance now when I say I believe it 
is as much of one as the other and nothing of either. My 
judgment of its contents comes from the heading as adver- 
tised, and I feel convinced that the book does not contain 
matter beyond the Bible quotations, that any unprejudiced 
reader will take exceptions to as ‘immoral, seditious, 
treasonable.’ 

“Iam not a newsdealer, but a private gentleman, and 
purchased the volume for my own information with no ex- 
pectation of anything of this sort following. 

“I appreciate Mr. Elliott's desire to maintain morality, 
but must apply the scripture passage of ‘straining at a gnat 
and swallowing a camel." 

“ I quite understand your duties to report upon the merits 
of the seizure and evidence in rebuttal in your report to the 
minister of customs, and shall be quite willing to yield to 
his decision. I cannot for à moment think the narrow view 
taken by the official here will influence that decision. All 
men in Canada cannot be clothed in black or their garments 
made from the same pattern. Upon the subject of church 
and state it is desirable or at least permissible to become in- 
formed. 

“ The large number of authors quoted in this volume who 
hay achieved reputations so grand as to be taken as guides 
by mitlions of men cannot in truth be classed as making 
‘immoral, treasonable, and seditious’ statements. 

** If this seizure is to be made a test case, it will assume 
an importance beyond its deserts. 

** In any event I hav confidence that the heads of the de- 
partment will look at it as statesmen representing the nation, 
yielding freedom without stint in the matter of opinion, not 
jn the narrow groove of sects or bigots, but rather in the 
broad light of intelligent freedom. 

. Iam, dear sir, 


* Yours respectfully, Joun HznRIEG." 


Mr, Herring, being a citizen of Canada, constrained 
himself to write more respectfully of the Napante cus- 
toms authorities than we can, for having edited the book 
and knowing what it contains, there seems to us no 
name for the collector who calls it immoral so fit and 
perfectly applicable as Perfect, Absolute, and Hope- 
less Idiot. Had we been disposed to quote from the 
Bibie we could hav made the book of such a char- 
acter as to come under the collector's definition; 
but some of the language of holy writ will never 
defile pages of ours. Therein are we away up in 
the top branches of the tree while the collector is 


wallowing in the mud at the roots. There is not 
in the book, from first page to last, a word or & 
picture that tends to immorality. The whole tend- 
ency of the work, on the contrary, is to warn peo- 
ple away from the paths trod by such men as Sol- 
omon—in the matter of collateral wives—and to 
also warn the parsons away from the alluring baits 
dangled before them by their enemy the devil. 
The book also shows the evil effacts of Bible “ tem- 
perance” and other teachings, the abuses of the 
union of church and state, the absurdity of theology, 
and the untruthfulness of the church’s claim to be & 
divine and beneficent institution. The authorities 


quoted are all good men and women, most of them | 


eminent as historians and philosophers. And for 
anyone to say the book is immoral is to write him- 
self down an ass. 

Mr. Herring does not propose to submit to the 
narrow and prejudiced decision of the Napanee col- 
lector, but will defend his right to select his own 
books. It seems impossible that the Ottawa au- 
thorities will sustain the Napanee subordinate, but 
as ridiculous things hav happened in Canada. That, 
however, will not prevent Canadians from reading 
the book if they so desire. 


-ere 


The Pre-Millennialists. 


A daily paper of this city double-leads a column 
of editorial consideration of the pre-millennium 
views of many evangelical Christians, which views, 
it asserts, are very common now, as shown by a Bap- 
tist convention recently held in Brooklyn to discuss 
the subject. The program of the second coming of 
Christ is thus outlined by the journal aforesaid : 
“This expectation is very different from the confi- 
dence which led Miller to predict the precise date 
of the second coming fifty years ago. The present 
millennialists do not undertake to cipher out from 
the prophecies of scripture the exact day of the re- 
appearance of the Lord. They merely interpret the 
signs and portents of this particular period as indi- 
cating that the beginning of his earthly reign ap- 
proaches. They look for it in this century, perhaps, 
more certainly in the early part of the next century. 
The prevailing opinion among them, too, is that the 
coming of the Lord will precede the millennium, 
and not follow it. They are pre-millennialists, as 
contradistinguished from the  post-millennialists, 
who believe that the second advent will follow the 
thousand years of peace and happiness, during 
which all mankind will be brought into the way of 
truth and godliness. Their argument is that sin 
and iniquity were never more powerful than now, 
though Christian activity is greater than ever, and 
that the time has come when the Lord must appear 
in person to gather out from the prevailing wicked- 
ness his hard-pressed and sorely tempted followers, 
and to take them up with him into the air. The 
dead in Ohrist will be translated first, and then the 
living saints.” 

OF course, holding this belief, the second advent- 
ists, or miilennialists, believe that they are occupy- 
ing themselvs with the only subject which is of any 
importance to mankind. Thus thinking, it is a mat- 
ter of astonishment to the daily paper that the pre- 
millennialists are “going about their way as usual, 
selling and buying, eating and drinking, and draw- 
ing their salaries with promptness, though the awful 
event is so near at hand. We cannot understand it. 
They are straining their ears to hear the notes of the 
awful trump, and yet in their worldly sffairs they 
are proceeding like the rest of the people, who ex- 
pect to liv and die in the old way.” 

To this the popular small boy would say: * Huh! 
it's easy enough!” And we agree with the small 
boy; it is an easy thing to remove the wonder from 
the occurrence. The pre-millennialists do not really 
believe what they profess to believe. To really be 
lieve in the literal second coming requires the 
scriptural test, which no Christian in the world ever 
could stand—If ys hav faith as big as a grain of 
mustard seed, you can remove mountains. No Chris 
tians really believe the whole of the New Testament, 
which is plainly seen in their avoidance cf serpents 
and deadly things. And the pre-millennialists are 
like other Christians. They profess to believe, will 
dispute and argue over texts, and make great fuss 
and pretensions, but when it comes down to honest 
faith they possess it not. 

Another thing. Experience has made the second 


upon the people, slong in the forties, many of the 
victims gave away their property, in most instances 
to the preachers of their very faith, and these 
preachers not only took it but kept it when the 
Lord failed to keep his appointment with them. 
But thé people know more now than they did then, 
especially about Christianity; and the experience 
has not been valueless. The pre-millennialisig may 
rave over their religion as loudly as a Methodist ex- 
horter at a revival, but they will hang on to their 
worldly possessions as tightly as a parson clings to 


the contribution. box ! 
te 


Testing the Sunday Laws. 

The Seventh Dsy Adventists hav engaged Don M. 
Dickenson, of Wisconsin, who was postmaster- 
general under Cleveland’s administration, to test the 
constitutionality of Sunday laws in the United States 
Supreme Court. The test case will be that of R, M. 
King, of Obion county, Tenn. who was arrested on 
a charge of violating the “ Sabbath Day” by plowing 
in his field. He was tried in the state circuit court 
and convicted ; he then appealed to the state suprema 
court, which sustained the lower court, and he was 
sent to jail. 

Mr. King has now been released on a writ of 
habeas corpus, issued by Judge Hammond of the 
federal court. The petition stated that he was 
illegally imprisoned in the county jail of Obion 
county, by virtue of an alleged mittimus issued by 
the circuit court clerk. of Obion. He claimed that 
he was falsely imprisoned and deprived of his liberty 
contrary to the fourteenth Amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The case was to 
come up on the 24th instant. Through this case 
Mr. Dickenson proposes to examin into the matter of 
the prosecution of the Seventh Day Adventists for 
Sabbath-breaking throughout the country. He will, 
if possible, devise some means of testing the valid- 
ity of conviction in states especially where the prose- 
cutions hav savored of religious persecution. The 
case of Mr. King is to bo made a test case, and, no 
matter what the decision of Judge Hammond may 
be, an appeal will be taken to the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

The Advent claim is that the Sunday laws of the 
various states are unconstitutional, as abridging the 
privileges and immunities of citizens of the United 
States, and depriving persons of liberty and prop- 
erty, and denying them equal protection of the laws, 
inasmuch as discrimination is made between the 
keepers of the seventh day and the observers of the 
first. At first flush, this would seem to be a valid 
claim, and that so eminent a lawyer as Mr. Dicken- 
son has gone into the case is some evidence that 
lawyers so regard it. . 

If the Adventists win i& will be worse for the 
Christians than the “original package” decision was 
for the Prohibitionists. It is of course impossible 
to say how a court will twist around a subject, but 
if it shall declare that Sunday laws are not enforcible 
upon those who hold sacrad a different day from the 
majority, it seems hard to believe that it will not 
necessarily hold sush lawa non-enforcible also upon 
those who hav no sacred day at all. The outcome 
of this case will be watched with absorbing interest 
by every Freethinker in the country. 


Tur Rev. J. B. Converse, of Morristown, Tenn., publishes 
the Christian Patriot for the purpose of convincing the 
world that the Bible settles all political as well as spiritual 
matters. To find out if other people think as he doea, he 
prints in his paper seven questions—Does the Bible illumin 
questions of public policy? Can what it eays be learned 
without prayer and study? Should Americans pray to God 
to teach them how to vote? and soon. The Editor of THE 
Truru BERKER answered them, but evidently not to Mr. 
Converse's satisfaction, for he prefaced the publication of the 
answers with this comment: ‘ Mr. E. M. Macdonld, editor 
of Tux Trots SEEKER, ‘a journal of Freethought and re- 
form,’ has very kindly sent us an answer to ‘ the seven ques- 
tions. We will venture the assertion that Mr. Macdonald 
has not read through the Bible—about which he speaks £o 
dogmatically—in the last five years. If he will read it 
through carefully, markirg on the margin every passage 
that refers to labor, to government, and to wages (consuli. 
ing the commentaries when he is in doubt as to the meaning 
of any text), we will giv him a silk hat; and that hat will 
contain more sense than any hat he ever wore." ‘This is in- 
deed & generous offer, but we would like to transfer it to 
Mre, Colman. At the American Secular Union Corgress she 
confessed that she had just read the Bible through, verse 
by verse, and she incideutally remarked that it is the worst 
book she ever read. Let Mr. Converse serd her the best 
bonnet she ever wore and we will guarantee that it will go 
on a head already Containing more sense than avy head holds 
which imagins that à book written from twenty-five to six- 
teen hundred years age can bea moral or economical guide 


adventists cautious. When the Millerite orazo was | for the people of a republic in this age. 
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Zellers from. friends. 


Etus, Tex., Nov. 8, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed $6 75, for which send tbe 
picture book and the paper as directed. Three cheers for 
free thought, free press, and free speech concerning the 
“ unknown God.” J. C. Warrzrx. 


and advantage of comfortable, pleasant, and healthfu! homes. 


L. R. R. ; Hon. D. A. Nunn, United States collector; A. W. 
Wills, postmaster; Mr. Allen, comptroller state treasury, 
all of Nashville, Tenn.; also Gen. W. W. Murray, of Hunt- 
ingdon, Tenn.; Hon. 8. W. Hawkins, of Memphis, Tenn., 
and others. Address me at Dahlonega, Ga. 

WARREN SMITH. 


SuxpLE, Pa., Nov. 10, 1890. 
Mz. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5—$2 for the '' Pic- 
torial Text-Book,” and $3 for which please renew my 
brother’s, J. V. Prim’s, subscription. My brother was 
drowned on the 17th of August, while bathing in the Cum- 
berland river, Kentucky. Brother and I and a friend were 
in bathing together. We all started for the shore, when he 
was seized with the cramp. He called to me and we went 
to his ass stance, but were unable to save him. He died 
bravely and without struggling, his last act being to shake 
my hand as he sank beneath the rapid current. He was an 
unbeliever, being an admirer of Ingersoll, Paine, and all 
men who fight for the liberty of man. He was brave, never 
fearing to speak his honest opinion. I was at Pineville, 
Ky., and my brother came to see me. He had intended to 
stay there with me, and intended to hav his subscription 
renewed. He was twenty-two years old, being three years 
older than myself. He was butied without any clergyman 
being present, and without any religious service. Wishing 

Tse TRUTH SEEKER and Mr. Heston much success, I am, 

Yours respectfully, James N. Prim. 


Los AxaErEs, CaL., Nov. 8, 290. 
Mz. Enrror: Your '' Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” 
has arrived all right. I was so afraid that Wanamaker bad 
captured it. I herewith thank Mr. Heston with my whole 
being for his noble work for humanity, and will ask all the 
radical Infidels to write me, or communicate through THE 
Trot Szzcer, and help me to form some kind of a national 

society to exterminate the sacramental wine curse. 
Syzvanus Topp. 


Avery, O., Nov. 1, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed order for $9— $5 to 
pay up the old score and $4 for two copies of the '' Pictorial 
Text-Book." These are times which try men's, and women’s 
souls too, here in the West, with about a sixty per cent crop, 
and the advance on goods caused by the McKinley tariff bill 
passed. We can hardly see our way clear for the next 
twelve months. We had hoped to send you a subscriber, but 

cannot just yet. Success to THE TRUTH SEEKER. . 
Mars. E. Wirroox. 


Brunswiox, Mo., Nov. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrok: I write to tell you that another stanch Lib- 
eral has left the ranks. On Wednesday, the 5th of Novem- 
ber, William Tyler, aged 78 years 7 months and 5 days, 
died at his home near Brunswick. He died as he had lived, 
a Liberal to the last, although all the Christians around here 
thought he would repent when it was too late. His body 
was taken to St. Louis and cremated, according to his wish, 
by his wife and lawyer. He leaves a wife and two married 
daughters to mourn his loss. He was a loving father and 

husbsnd, and a stanch friend to all who were in distress. 
A FRIEND. 


Wuser, Nzs., Nov. 14, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith I send $2 for the ‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book.” I want the ‘‘ Text-Book” to show my Chris- 
tian friends Heston’s handwriting on the wall of this repub- 
lic that they may see portrayed the possible condition of 
their children after Rome takes possession of all the chest- 
nuts that the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union is burn- 
ing its fingers to rake out of the fire. They tell me I will 
certainly be set over and counted with the goats in the 
sweet by and by. So beit; I tell them perhaps if Porter 

enumerates, some of the sheep may get left. 
ALEX. MOOBERRY. 


WavseLy, Wasu., Nov. 4, 1890 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose in addition to my subscription $1 
forthe pictures. Whether they are beautiful or pleasing to 
the sight or not, they speak volumes of truth—that is, the 
ones on the front page of the paper. I expect to be a sub- 
scriber to your paper as long as it is used to wage a warfare 
on superstition and injustice. I never hope or wish to see 
anything favoring freeloveism in it, as, for my part, I hav 
no use for freelovers. But many Christians look upon In- 
fidels as such. About three years ago I attended a religious 
meeting where the preacher enlightened his congregation by 
telling them what depraved, low-down freelovers Robert G. 
Ingersoll and D. M. Bennett were. No, Mr. Editor, let our 
homes be homes of virtue, beauty, and kindness. Let not 
such a blighting curse as free love ever enter them. If we 
do, we shall hav something worse than Roman Catholicism 
or the dram-shop either, I think. Ingersoll has said some- 
where that the mainstay of our country lies in her free 
homes. If it is so, let it always be so, and let truth, purity, 
and morality be the religion to be taught in them. With 
respect to the TRUTH SzEkz& family, I remain, 

Yours truly, B. F. DASHIELL. 


Cnu10aA80, Nov. 16, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: You did well to giv Watson Heston a fair 
chance for artistic fame, in reproducing his cartoons in the 
“ Pictorial Text-Book.” Now the pictures—printed with 
care and on finer paper—show to vastly greater advantage 
than when appeariug in the hurried production of the paper. 
Perhaps these may mollify some whose esthetic tastes hav 
undergone a strain to accept the crude production. With 
their conception no Freethinker can find fault. They are 
vivid and powerful appeals to both imagination and reason, 
full of satirical force. An artist is not one who merely 
draws, but one who possesses the creativ power. Certainly 
Mr. Heston has this, for there was no field from which to 
copy, and he has done nobly to devote what genius he pos. 
sesses to the promulgation of radical thought. Even in 
great paintings we can find points for criticism, and doubt- 
less if we were fully aware of the unfavorable conditions 
under which they were made we would marvel more that 
he could do them as well. If the remuneration were larger 
the pictures could be finished much finer, as Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER could then secure better prese-work and paper. In 
this form the pictures are decidedly an improvement, and 
are weil worth the price. E. A. Stevens. 


LUMBEZRVILLE, PA., Nov. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find check for $8.50 for the 
picture book and other works. Although I am too well 
supplied with daily and weekly papers, so much so that all 
my time is devoted to the current news of the day, to the 
great neglect of many interesting books that I should read, 
Still, being an earnest Liberal, I must do my part to 
sustain THE TRUTH SEEKER, and thereby aid in the advance- 
ment of Freethought. If our pioneers are not supported, 
the rear guard will never be brought up to the point of 
attack, and that point is the brazen front of religious in- 

tolerance. Send catalog of your books. 
Yours for advance, Watson KENDERDINE. 


Prinozton, Ky., Oct. 27, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: I hav made a great deal of effort to get one 
or more additional subscribers to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but I 
cannot do it. There are two or three men here who are 
Liberal in their views but are so timid that they dare not 
read a Freethought paper. 

I inclose also a newspaper clipping relativ to the ‘‘ loca- 
tion of the soul” which is very remarkable, and new to me. 
I should like to hav your opinion or that of some readers on 
the subject of the location of the soul, expressed in Tug 
TaurH SEEKER. 

I also inclose under separate cover a statement of the un- 
taxed property (itemized) in the city of Louisville, Ky. 
This furnishes further evidence of the great unfairness of 
exempting church property from taxation. 

Respectfully yours, O. P. ELDRED. 


CoLvmsgus, O., Nov. 8, 1890. 

Me. Eprroz: I had the good fortune in a conversation I 
had with a barber, a few evenings ago, to say that I had 
sent to England for the Freethinker, edited by G. Foote, as 
I could not get anything of the sort here, when he said, 
“ Why, I can giv you the address of a house in New York 
where you can get anything you want." You will find $5 
inclosed— $3 for one year's TRUTH BrEkEER and $2 for the 
pictorial arguments against the church. I would like to say 
that I am an Englishman; hav been out here about two 
years. I was brought up with s sect called the Plymouth 
Brethren, a sect that is more bigoted than Quakers, and I 
fully believed in them. I was always told to believe what 
the Bible said and nothing else, but I accidentally came 
across some of Darwin's works, which set me thinking, and 
I soon came to the conclusion the Bible was wrong. And 
not only that—I believe it to be one of the most obscene 
books in existence. It is not fit to be in anybody's hands. 
My parents always said the Lord would make a missionary 
out of me. If he does, it will not be to help prop up the 
old musty notions that are inthe Bible. I am doing my best 
to upset the old superstitious notions Ican. Hoping I shall 


get the paper and book as quick as possible, as I am eager to 
see them, I remain, 


Burrz, Mont., Oct. 28, 1890. 
Mr. Ébrron: I hav been doing my mite for Freethought 
here. I will send you a copy of the Boulder 47e. Mr. Will 
Kennedy, editor and proprietor, is a friend of mine. I hav} 
marked two pieces to draw your attention, and hope you 
will giv them an editorial or notice. Mr. Kennedy is the 
father of our Australian system of voting in Montana, served 
two terms in the state legislature, and is now a candidate for 
state senator. I should like to see you exchange papers 
with him. I hav sent him a copy of TEE TRUTH SEEKER at 
different times, and if he will exchange papers with youI 
think he will get more interested, and would be a good, live 
worker for our cause. We had a labor movement here, and 
the Rev. Mr. Livingston, of Bozeman, helped to kill it for 
this campaign. I wil send you a copy of the Western Star 

which tells the story. C. A. Linpsay. 


DangronzGaA, Ga., Nov. 2, 1890. 
Mz. EpnrroR: I would be pleased to open correspondence 
with & number of Liberal families—Infidel or Spiritualist— . 
who are tired of the exigencies of Northern winters and wish Yours in the faith of the brotherhood of man and the 
to move South. I can giv to such, information that will be | doing away with everything that keeps lazy loafers around 
of advantage to them. No speculation is contemplated on i to preach once in a while, J. H. Warz. 


my part, further than to secure for myself the advantage of 
congenial associations and surroundings, and furnish to a 
score of Liberal families a matchless opportunity to establish 
themselvs in a friendly climate abounding in every facility 


Persons who may wish to investigate my standing for honesty 
and integrity, are referred to E. B. Stahlman, president N. & 


PrrreBuRGH, Pa., Nov. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Charles Stowater, one of the most convinced 
and outspoken Freethinkers, quit life at 4 o'clock A.M. on 
November 7th last, at the age of seventy-six years. Mr. 
Stowater was born in Freiberg, Saxony, of very poor mining 
parents. His love of books caused the education he got. 
He became a clerk and traveling agent for a large mercantil 
business house. In 1848 he took his part in the over- 
throw of existing governmental abuse, which failed and 
made him an exile. In this country he experienced various 
trials, but the evening of his life was made pleasant by the 
grandchildren of his wife (who passed before him), by 
keeping house for him one after the other as they married 
away. He was freight and ticket agent on the Allegheny 
Valley railroad. He founded a good home. He was re- 
spected by all, especially those who had dealings with him. 
He gloried in universal freedom, and was 8 warm admirer 
of our most beloved deliverer of mental slavery, along with 
the hosts of others who work for the same cause. He was 
a man of great and reflecting mind; would pick up hints 
and ideas wherever he found them, and comment over them 
for hours. He wishes to express his sincere feeling of grat- 
itude to his beloved and estimable housekeepers who made 
the evening of his declining years so happy through their 
many virtues. C. R. L. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Nov. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I see by the report that the last congress 
was a grand success, persons traveling long distances and 


spending good money to advance a cause that they believe 
to be right. I do not believe that there was one Liberal 
there that had a doubt about the justice of ourcause. Now, 
if we are honest—and I think we are—is it not about time to 
stop building castles in the air and build a few more on 
earth? We hav been talking ‘‘ Organize” for the last ten 
years, and are stil] playing a lone hand. Of course, if we 
win it will count four, but how can we win when the major. 
ity of players say we lose and count the game for us? Sup- 
pose we atop talking and try a little work. Everybody lift— 


* He—oh-—he!" Let us try a state organization, $2 admis. 


sion, good for five years. The state soclety can divide with 
the national. If we get five members, that makes $10 for 
the good of a good cause; and should we get more we are 
not out anything, and hav given the Liberals a chance. Let 
us do something. If we try to organize by state and fail, 
we hav made a success, for every little boost that truth gets 
helps. And in this state the preachers are on the run. 
They are actually scared, and all they want is some organi- 


zation to surrender to. I believe that the time has come 
when & state organization is a public necessity to prevent 
preachers from committing suicide. A. Yorx. 


WALLA WALLA, Wasu., Nov. 12, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: The subject of a secret Liberal organization 


being, apparently, the one that is uppermost in the minds of 
many in your army of intelligent correspondents, I will con- 
tribute my mite to the rapidly accumulating ‘ testimony” 
of the brethren. That such an organization can be made a 
success, numerically, and that it can accomplish ends of 
vast importance, seems not to be questioned. The only 


questions are, What shall be the scope of its work, and what 
the qualifications for membership? 

Mr. 8. P. Benton, in a recent article, auswered both these 
questions, but I cannot conceive why he makes the qualifi- 
cations for membership *' white, male persons,” etc. 

We Liberals often boast of the part that was taken by 
Freethinkers in the emancipation of the colored race in the 
Southern states; we grow indignant, and justly so, when 
recalling the utterances of the churches in support of the 
divine institution, slavery; we hurl invective against a re- 
ligion that taught one ‘‘ image of God” to rivet the chains 
of bondage upon another ** image of God" in ebony. And 
yet we are not to use the most powerful instrument within 
our reach to strike from the same unfortunate race the 
shackles of superstition. Admit to the order colored 
men who hav already emerged into the light of truth, and 
then send them among their own people in the South, and 
the ‘‘ race problem ” will be half solved. It is a well-known 
fact that the great body of negroes are extremely supersti- 
tious. Being so, they cannot be good citizens. One needs 
only to observe how much power a self-constituted 
* prophet" has over these deluded people, and how little 
they care for civil or even moral law when undergoing the 
excitement incident to a *' revival," to be convinced that re- 
ligion is a great factor in the problem. Let colored men, 
educated in the Liberal order, go among their kinsmen and 
lift from their minds this veil of darkness, and all mankind 
will be placed under a debt of gratitude. 

Can Mr. Benton assign any reason for debarring womén 
from membership? If the order is not to be a fit place for 
ladies, let us never talk more about the elevating influence 
of Liberalism? And surely no order would be otherwise 
than honored by the presence of that most intelligent and 
lady-like lecturer, Helen Gardener; or that writer whose 
every utterance is an embodiment of purity and womanly 
kindness, Miss Wixon; or our mothers and daughters—if 
these ‘cannot enroll their names as equals of the sterner Bex, 
let the order go to thunder. ; Harry LEE. 


New Camsur, KAN., Nov. 8, 290. 

Mz. EprroRn: Mr. Morris McAuliff, chairman, and Rev, 
A. C. Pattee, editor of the official organ, the Salina, Union, 
were the two great moguls of the People's party of Salina 
county. Atthe present time I am probably the best-known 
worker for Liberalism in the county, and I liv with a little 
woman who is known by some as the author of the articles 
in the official organ of the state for the Alliance, the Advo- 
cate, over the signature of ‘‘ An Alliance Woman.” Mr. W. 
J. Boggs asked the centra} committee why Mrg. Abbott had 
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not been sent out as a speaker.: Mr. J. C. Lloyd said it was 
on account of her religious opinions. But when Golden 


Belt Alliance passed resolutions that she be sent there, they 


succumbed, to the extent of notifying her privately that she 
had been requested to speak there, and we were also notified 
privately to go to Glendale Alliance, and by public notice 
under the following cover, ‘‘For Saline Valley Alliance, 
Abbott” and others. Is it not plain they were ashamed of 
us? And why? ‘Qn account of our religious opinions.” 
Is that doing unto others as you would like to be done by? 
Are you not following Ingalle's advice— endeavoring to 
ascertain what is popular rather than what is right?" Are 
you notsetting an example for class legislation while pro- 
claiming so loudly against it? If you recognized us at all, 
why did you not come up like gentlemen and giv us public 
notice, as you did the rest of the speakers? Did you not 
know that every reform movement, including the revolution 
of this country in its inception, was carried to a successful 
culmination by Infidels? For proof of this assertion I will 
refer you to the ‘‘ Bennett and Humphrey Discussion ” be- 
tween D. M. Bennett, the founder of Taz TRUTH BEExER, 
and Rev. G. H. Humphrey, Presbyterian minister of New 
York city. There you hav both sides, and there you will 
undoubtedly find that all the great reforms that hav taken 
place were led by Infidels, and such weak-kneed fellows as 
you are were seeking for what was popular rather than what 
was right. All weask is, as Ex-President Grant said, ‘‘ Keep 
church and state forever separate.” We are asking no favor 
for Liberalism, so the church people need not be alarmed. 
All we ask is that a Liberal receives the same recognition 
that a Christian does. And we do not hav to ask their leave. 
It all rests with ourselvs whether even a Liberal lecturer 
leaves the lecture field or not and takes the stump in the 
time of a political campaign. All we hav got to do is to de- 
mand his services, and I will guarantee he will be heard just 
the same as the dominie who leaves his pulpit for the same 
purpose. And rest assured that no political party of the 
present day will dare to disregard your demands, because 
Liberals are becoming too numerous to be slighted in such 
manner. Joan W. ABBOTT. 


SOLDIERS’ AND Sartors’ Home, Quinoy, ILL., Oct. 26, 290. 

Mr. EnrrOR: I hav recently been the happy recipient of a 
great number of copies of the New Ideal, Mr. Hart’s 
** Candle From Under the Bushel,” ** Pioneer Pith,” and a 
number of other publications of advanced reform ideas, and 
though I am satisfied that never before was there such an 
awakening on moral, social, and political, not to say relig. 
ious questions, yet I cannot share the complacency of Mr. 
Bellamy, nor the fond dream of Mr. Ingersoll, Z.e., that the 
dream of the poet and prophet, the millennium, is 80 near. 
And my best reason for not agreeing with them is the fact 
that Liberals are so much divided among themselvs, not 
only a8 to the means but.as to the time for propagating 
truth and opposing superstition and falsehood. I find many 
who are utterly opposed to convincing people that there is 
no truth in the orthodox ideas of inspiration, of hell and the 
atonement, etc., for fear that society, morality, and law will 
not survive the shock. They insist that men who are im- 
bued with an uncommonly strong desire to benefit humanity 
will maintain their moral equilibrium, but that the great 
majority are restrained from becoming outlaws and desper. 
adoes through fear, although we are aware of the fact that 
our prisoners, convicts, and criminals are mostly of the 
believing class, and that even the murderer almost inva- 
riably has a hope of heaven— which is only born of that sel- 
fish, soul.corrupting doctrin of theatonement. Persons who 
still uphold the Bible as a preventiv for crime are as incon- 
sistent as the man who, contends that drunkenness is the 
only security for good behavior and sanity. Make a man 
drunk on faith in the following matters, and what moral de- 
meanor can we expect from him ?—viz.: '* If any man come 
to me, and hate not father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple;" the example of God sending out lying spirits 
to deceive his own prophets ; together with the apostle Paul, 
who acknowledged himself to be both a fool and a liar; and 
the many crimes upheld, and the encouragement that ajl 
shall be forgiven except the sin against the Holy Ghost (and 
no one knows what that is). 

I am astonished that among so many able and enthusiastic 
writers there is little said. upon that science upon which, it 
appears to me, accomplishment of all social and moral re- 
forms rests, viz., phrenology. For it is admitted by all who 
hav studied the subject and accepted it as a true science, 
that through a rigid practice of the same the highest state 
of evolution can be obtained. Let us suppose, for example, 
an island to be peopled by a few persons under control as 
regards marriage of a most skilful phrenologist, so that 
every child would be born with a perfectly organized brain 
—with Ingersollic mind, so that superstition could hav no 
lodgment. This appears to me to be the short line to fol. 
low. And yet it may be necessary to work upon longer 
lines to attain means to reach the phrenological line. Under 
the existing state of society, as much as we boast of our civ- 
jlization and intellectual development and moral coursge, 
the major part of the laboring class hav far too much rev- 
erence for aristocracy, too little individuality, to appreciate 
anything of a reform nature, on account of mental deformity. 
What a wonderful saving the rigid practice of phrenolog- 
ical selection would bring about! 

Yours for humanity, Ex-Rzv. JosgPH N. Maxey. 


Irava, ILL., Nov. 5, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: I was at church a few days since, and it hap- 
pened to be the day set apart or sanctified for the Lord's 
supper. As the preacher discoursed upon the subject per- 
taining to that feast I wondered what must be the thoughts 


of men and women who hav a good quantity of the “ milk 
of human kindness ? flowing out from their hearts, who ac- 
knowledge a creativ power, a natural cause that givs life 
and force to everything, when they read the Exodus of the 
Jews, after the Lord had hardened Pharaoh's heart that he 
might hav a good opportunity to punish him with lice, 
frogs, rain, hail, locusts, etc. Then he said (the Lord, 


mind): ‘ Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh 
that my wonders may be increased in the land of 
Egypt. Take a lamb . . . without blemish. 


- "The congregation of Israel shall kill it and eat it in 
the evening, and they shall take the blood and strike it on 
the two side posts and on the upper door posts of the house 
wherein they shall eat it. . . . For I [the Lord] will 
pass through the land of Egypt this night and will smite all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast, and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. Iam 
the Lord. And it shall come to pass when your 
children shall say unto you, what mean ye by this service ?” 
How shrewd, how Jew-like. He knew the children would 
ask many questions about such a service, and he knew the 
real cause must be hidden from them or the child would 
learn to abhor what the parents gloried in. A thoughtful 
child naturally would ask why God passed over the land of 
Egypt and killed all the first-born of those who did not hav 
lamb’s blood smeared upon their door posts. If I had a 
boy or girl, or both, I would feel proud of them if they 
would question such absurdities. 

Think of killing all the first-born. What had they done? 
What did God want all the innocent killed for? Does he 
love blood still? Is he so much like a wild beast that he 
craves the blood of the innocent? Why should a God want 
his wonders increased? Reader, think a moment. Would 
it not be more natural, more reasonable, taking the condi- 
tion of the Jews at that time into consideration, making 
Moses their Lord, to suppose the whole thing was a scheme, 
a deeply laid plot, hatched by the Jews to deter the Egyp- 
tians? They, the Jews, were about to take exodus with all 
they could borrow (steal) from the Egyptians, and they desired 
to do something to throw Pharaoh's army into confusion 80 
they could escape with their plunder. Now the Lord's 
supper, Christ's supper, was made in commemoration of 
that event. That is, J. Christ made a feast that he and his 
followers might celebrate and rejoice exceedingly that God 
in the past had killed little babes by the thousands, that a 
wicked, lustful, thieving people might escape with their 
stolen property, led by a murderer, whose sayings hav 
caused the earth to run red with blood and bound millions 
of human beings in chains. 

The preachers and the priests would lead the people to 
believe this Jew-God, who delighted in magnifying his won- 
ders in the land of Egypt, has the power to damn all who 
will not subscribe to their ideas and contribute to their sup- 
port. Surely the intelligent people who eat at this feast in 
1890 must be a misguided, or else a very cruel, selfish peo- 
ple. Think of all the church people throughout the land 
eating the broken body and drinking the life-blood of man— 
* This do in remembrance of me," but really in remem- 
brance of one of the’ most heinous and inhuman. deeds 
that has ever. darkened the pages of history. When I see 
the people eating this supper—good people, among whom 
are many of my friends, honest in purpose, and desirous 
that I join with them—I pinch myself to find out whether 
I am dreaming. No, it is not a dream, but a sad reality. 
When men and women are so blinded by their early teach. 
ings that they cannot see their own condition, it is indeed 
sad. Could they realize, for one moment, the awfulness of 
accusing the designer, the creator, of doing that which any 
wan or woman, with one grain of humanity, would shudder 
and refuse to do, the change would be wonderful. 

God, creator, cause, life, force, or nature, callit what you 
may, is inexorable, and has no pets, no elect. The word is 
that which we see on every hand. It is beautifully grand; the 
more we know the nearer we can approach the cause. This 
word cannot be translated. It needs no revision. Men and 
women are their own helpers. They hav in the past helped 
man more than woman. Knowledge teaches that women 
are men’s equal, while God—that is, the Jew God—teaches 
that women are subject to men. Let men help women more 
than they do, and let men and women who are honest and 
hav a purpose at heart, who are anxious for the advance- 
ment and the perpetuation of humanity, who desire to see 
men progress and women become their equal or superior in 
everything honorable, write their true sentiments, and the 
world will grow better in spite of foolish creeds and parasites 
who liv in the creeds as worms do in decaying bodies. It is 
high time for all Liberals to be on the alert, for God’s own 
elect are at work day and night. They are very joyful over 
the passage, ‘‘ There will be weeping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth.” When will that time come? Why, it will 
come when we submit ourselvs to the powers of the pope, 
the caste, and become slaves to their imaginary God. 

Yours for humanity, C. S. RANDOLPH. 


Jorr, Mo., Nov. 10, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Iam not a subscriber to your paper and 
rarely see a copy of it, but to-day a copy of the number for 
October 25th came to my hand and my eye fell upon an 
article by Robert Gunther, of Eureka, Cal., headed ‘“‘ The 
Death Ponalty.” I read it and it refreshed a flood of 
thoughts that hav at times during the last few years surged 
through my mind. And it occurred to me that you might 
giv me space in your paper fora brief expression of them. 
For I think that it is only through a medium which has 
been freed from the shackles of a blind following after 
things which are orthodox and hoary with age, that such 
thoughts can be made public, 


Iam evidently not so old a man as Mr. Gunther, and ad- 
vancing years may bring about a radical change in my views 
on this question, but as I view it to-day, his advocacy of 
capital punishment after forty years’ condemnation of it looks 
to me like progressing backward. True, he only advocates 
it as a measure of public protection, because the government 
(he had better hav said the mismanagers of the government) 
fails to protect. But would he not better helpto bring about 
the final reform he hopes for by continuing to array himself 
with those who are working for this reform, rather than to 
number himself with those who hinder reform by advocat- 
ing the old methods? That our penal system is all wrong, 
I think no liberal mind will deny. It is founded wholly 
upon the Mosaic law, and it is an astonishing fact that every 
so-called Christian nation has followed’ Moses in their treat- 
ment of their criminal classes, rather than the higher hu- 
manity of the gentle Nazarene. The most striking charac- 
teristic of the Old Testament God is his desire for revenge 
and his rigid application of punishment for wrong done. 
And these attributes of the Jewish Jehovah hav been the 
models held up by the priests for the guidance of legislators 
in framing penal statutes. It is astounding to me that they 
hav been so universally followed—followed even by our 
humanity-loving, tyrant-hating forefathers when they estab- 
lished the laws of our own loved country. So far as I can 
gee, this adoption of the Mosaic penal code is about the only 
reason the church can adduce for calling this a Christian 
nation. 

Not only must the criminal be punished because correc- ' 
tion is good for him and may make him fearful of being 
again caught in wrong-doing, but he must be made to suffer 
in order that the outraged majesty of the law may be re- 
venged and appeased. (In Africa they would call it a fetich 
and chop the offender's head cff to keep it from getting 
mad at the rest of them.) So argue the Christian legislators, 
and the *'Liberal" legislators vote yea and excuse them- 
selvs by saying that society must protect itself from these 
depredators. Well, I guess that is true. Society must be 
protected as long as mankind is animated by the Methodist 
doctrin of a hope of reward and avoidance of the wrath to 
come. But it seems astonishing to me that they never seem 
to stop to inquire whether society could not be better pro- 
tected in some other way—whether, indeed, society is pro- 
tected at all. A man, smarting under the provocation of a 
ruined honor, kills the worthless ravager. For the murder 
he is imprisoned or hanged. What protection has society 
received? Does his punishment protect other families 
from such soulless marauders? Does it not, on thecontrary, 
encourage them by rendering honest men fearful of defend- 
ing their honor where the law will not defend them ? 

A thief steals a fine span of horses. The owner of the horses 
spends hundreds of dollars in hunting the thief. At last 
he is caught and sent to the penitentiary for a term of years. 
Who is protected? The owner ofthe horses? He has spent 
several times the worth of the team to get them back and 
catch the thief. Does the imprisonment of the thief pay him 
back his expended money? The thief cannot steal while he 
is in the prison, but is there anything in prison life that as- 
sures society he will not steal again when he gets out? 
And his family, what of them? Will anyone employ and 
trust the son of a convicted thief? What remains for him 
but to steal also, or starve? Is that protection to society 
which includes the family of the criminal in his punishment 
and forces them by depriving them of support and by social 
ostracism, into the by-ways of crime? Does hanging the 
murderer protect the murdered man’s family from the pangs 
of want, the wretchedness of begging, or the misery of the 
public almshouse, usually but little better than a prison? 
Is it a protection to society to compel them to pay taxes to 
support a prison filled with a horde of idle prisoners, or 
worse than idle, farmed out for less than their keeping 
as slaves to some avaricious contractor? 


It seems to me it is about time to consider this criminal. 
question from a business standpoint, and drop the theolog- 
ical and sentimental twaddle which has heretofore charac- 
terized its discussion. Let the penitentiary be a manufac- 
tory conducted by the state, its capacity limited only by the 
number of hands to be employed. Let the Jabor to be per- 
formed be the most ennobling in its kind, instead of, as 
now, quarrying stone and making shoe pegs. Let the 
prisoner, if he has a trade, follow it, and if he has none, 
let him be taught one; and if he won't work, let him be 
kept on bread and water till he does. Let the term of im- 
prisonment be determined, not by arbitrary lines, based on 
theenormity of the offense committed, but by the question 
of restitution, 7.e., the value of stolen property be restored 
to its owner, the loss of time in cases of bodily injury be 
made good; the family of a murdered man be supported 
by the labor of the murderer until they become self. 
supporting, etc. Let the convict workingman receive the 
same wages for the same work that the free workman re- 
ceives--nay, the state might set a good example by paying 
better wages than the average, manufacturing corporation. 
Let his wages be put into three funds: one to pay for his 
keep, another to make restitution, and the third to support 
his family. If he has no family, let it be set aside to start 
him in life again when his term expires. And in order that 
convict labor shall not ruinously compete with free labor, 
let the manufactured goods be put upon the market at the 
highest market price. Let the comforts of a home, rather 
than the horrors of a prison cell, surround the convict; let 
his time be occupied by the ennobling influence of honeat 
and skill.engendering labor, books, music, and recreation; 
and let him learn by his experience that he must make 
restitution for the wrong he does; and then the reforma- 
tion of the criminal class will become something more than 
8 cant phrase to furnish preachers occupation for their idle 
hours. E. C. H. Sour, M.D, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 29, 1890. 


— Children’s Qarner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Hass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Betwoen the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes 2 pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Spangler’s Spring. 


Here, in the dim and unknown past, 

By nature's laws your lot was cast, 

Where spreading oaks their branches fiin g 
To shade and guard you, crystal spring. 


When prehistoric man here dwelt, 

Perhaps some swarthy form here knelt, 
Some captiv slave or savage king, 

And drank from you, clear, bubbling spring. 


Here no doubt were Indian braves, 
Who slumber now in unknown graves, 
Perhaps they heard your waters sing 
A solemn dirge for them, dear spring. 


The red deer often crossed your stream, 

And here was heard the panther’s scream ; 

The wild bird with his flashing wing 

Has dashed your spray, Clear, sparkling spring. 


: And when war's maddening hosts had come, 
With clash of arms and best of drum, 
Whose echoes made the valleys ring; 

You freely gave, bright, welcome spring. 


For many on this battle-ground, 

With fevered brow and bleeding wound, 
Your cooling waters eased the sting 

Of glorious death, O noble spring. 


Here; pilgrims on life’s weary way, 

Tho old and young, the grave and gay, 
Will to your shrine a tribute bring, 

A smile for you, bright, sparkling spring. 


The scholar here in pensiv mood 

May for his mind hav ample food, 
Reflecting how poor mortals cling 

To life’s short day, clear, gushing spring. 


And so 'twill be when we are gone— 
Your purling stream will still flow on, 
The wild birds here will chirp and sing. 
Farewell, farewell, bright orystal spring. 
CONBAD WALDSMITH. 
106 Sterling Court, Akron, O, 


e 
Why the Leaves Turn. 


Probably not, one person in a thousand 
knows why leaves change their color in the 
fall. The common idea is that the red and 
golden glory of the autumn is caused.by frost, 
but a little reflection will convince anyone 
that the common idea is wrong. Sumach 
and many trees change in September, long 
before frost comes, so we must look else- 
where for the cause. 

Divested of scientific terms the cause has 
been explained thus: The green matter in 
the tissue of a leaf is composed of two colors, 
red and blue. When the sap ceases to flow 
in the fall, and the natural growth of the tree 
ceases, oxidation of the tissue takes place. 
Under certain conditions the green of the 
leaf changes to red; under different condi- 
tions it takes on a yellow or brown tint. 
This difference in color is due to the differ- 
ence in combination of the original constitu- 
ents of the green tissue, and to the varying 
conditions of climate, exposure, and soil. A 
dry, cold climate produces more brilliant 
foliage than one that is damp and warm. 

There are several things about leaves that 
even science cannot explain. For instance, 
why one of two trees growing side by side, 
of the same age and having the same ex- 
posure, should take on a brilliant red in the 
fall and the other should turn yellow, or why 
one branch of a tree should be highly colored 
and the rest of the tree hav only a yellow 
- tint, are questions that are as impossible to 


yet he was immovable. Just then I was 
called away for over half an hour, but on re- 
turning found the toad in grave dignity still 


holding the fort by most masterly inactivity. 
— —9-—4-99————————— 
Instinct in Common Pigeons. 


The common pigeon is not generally 


thought to hav a great share of intelligence, 
but the following story related by a sports- 
man is an instance of a wonderful instinct at 
least. Our object, he says, was to shoot a 
rabbit, but the evening was dry and windy, 
and the grass not toothsome enough to suit 
bunny's dainty palate. So looking around I 
espied a flock of pigeons—blue rocks. One 
was pied, having white feathers in its wing. 
Getting fairly within gunshot I fired, and the 
rest of the flock flew away. The pigeon lay 
motionless while I reloaded and walked to- 
ward it to pick it up. 

Judge of my surprise when two pigeons 
swept past me, touched it on either wing, 
and it flew rapidly away in company with its 
preservers, settling on the roof of a barna 
quarter of a mile distant. The explanation 
was probably this: The poor bird’s legs were 


few books to read on the Catholic religion ; 
I read them, and showed her some of the mis- 
takes, and when I got to argue with her, at 
last her only argument was: ‘“ You will find 
out when you are dead.” Well, I don't think 
I shall find out anything after I am dead once. 
Because I am like that fellow that was sitting 
up with a corpse overnight. The corpse 
was lying on the table, and something hap- 
pened to shake it off the table. The man 
went and picked the corpse up and slammed 
it on the table and said: ‘‘ Here, lie there, 
dead, dead!” And thatisthe way. I think if 
a man wants to find out anything, he had bet- 
ter find it out before he is dead. Hoping 
that in the future the Children’s Corner will 
hav more letters, I remain, 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
Š Nionoras J. KRAFT. 


Burraro, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Papa has renewed his 
subscription to Tus Terure SEEKER, and I 
welcomed with usual warmth the Children’s 
Corner. I read George Remsburg’s interest- 
ing letter, but was more interested in your 
reply. I sincerely wish your hopes may ma- 
terialize and we shall hav a Liberal] young 
people’s paper. I will do all in my power to 


bring it about and help you all Ican. I think 
it would be an excellent thing. 


* Ag the 
twig is bent the tree is inclined." I think 


doubtless broken, s^ that it could not rise 
without assistance. The companions must 
hav seen this by a sidelong glance as they 
flew away, and swept round again on their 
errand of mercy. 


every Liberal that is interested in the welfare 
of his children ought to contribute to its sup- 
port. I wrote my first letter to the Corner 
when I was eight years old. And now Ihav 
passed my fourteenth birthday. Isee many 
of the “old familiar faces" in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I shall take pleasure in occasior- 
ally contributing a little essay, if you think it 
worthy a place in the Corner. Hoping that 
you will push the project of a child's paper, 
I remain, 
Your friend, as of old, Ipa A. BALLOU. 
991 Exchange street, Buffalo. 


[A greeting to you, Ida, and we are 
pleased to hear again from you. "Thanks for 
your interest in the project of a paper all for 
young people. It will come some time, per- 
haps sooner than we think. Yes, write as 
often as convenient. We are desirous that 
all who read the Corner may contribute to its 


Pussy's Reply. 
** With four such soft and lovely paws, 
You never ought to show your claws, 
You naughty puss,” said Belle. 
** That your red lips, without a doubt, 
Were made to kiss and not to pout,” 
Said pues, ‘‘ you know quite well!” 
— —— — — —— 
He Is Going to Stick to Him, Too. 
Matron: “ You appear to be very fond of 
your little playmate. It is pleasant to see 
such love among children.” 
The bigger one : ** Yes'm ; he's got er penny 


to spend.” columns occasionally. Think, and write 
TH 4 ———— your thoughts. It is development. "We 
Correspondence. note a marked improvement in Ida's letter 


Lewistown, Mowr., Oct. 23, 1890. 


over the one written when she was a wee girl 
Dear Miss Wixon: I never see any letter 


of eight. —Ep. C. C.] 


in the Children’s Corner from around here, 80 
I thought I would write one. 

I stay in town and go to school. - I liv with 
my brother; he is an Infidel, and takes the 
grand old TRUTH SEEKER. I like to read the 
Children’s Corner and look at the pictures. 

I go to school and study history, geography, 
grammar, arithmetic, and spelling, but I 
never go to Sunday-school or church. 

As this is my first letter, I won't write a 
very long one. Ever yours, 

é MINNIE Jaoxson. 
AXRON, O., Oct. 29, 1890. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: I wish to thank 
you for the good work you are doing in im- 
pressing tbe truth on the minds of the rising 
generation, and showing up superstition in 
its various forms. 

Iherewith send you some lines I hav writ- 
ten on '*Spangler's Spring," after a recent 
visit to the famous field of Gettysburg, 
where twenty-seven years ago I tried to do 
my humble duty. Perhaps these lines may 
interest some of TEE TRUTH SEEKER readers. 
If you deem them worthy of publication I 
shail feel very thankful. Wishing that you 
may meet with success in all your under- 
takings, I remain, 

Your friend, Conran WALDBMITH. 
CALISTOGA, CAL., Oct. 25, 1890. 

Mies Susan H. Wixon: Not long ago you 
had a list of valuable books in Tax TRUTH 
Seeker. I would like to know where to get 
some of them and the price, or, if you 
hav any second-hand ones of the following 
Subjects, I would buy them off you: one on 
microscopy ; one on chemistry (Frecenius's) ; 
Langley’s ** New Astronomy ;” mineralogy ; 
** Underground Life,” and one on archaology. 


answer 38 why one member of a family 
_ should be perfectly healthy and another 
sickly. Maples and oaks hav the brightest 


colors. 
—_— 8 — ———— 


If you do not hav them, please inform me 
where I can get them ordered. I inclose a 
few stamps. Yours respectfully, 
JonN DUMBAOBER. 
[ We hav no second-hand books treating of 
those topics. Should any of our readers pos- 


The Intelligence of Toads. 


Toads, in the presence of snakes, usually 
remain perfectly still. In this is their only 
safety. For did they make the least move- 
ment they would be immediately caught. I 

. hav known a hungry snake to lie waiting for 
over an hour fora frog to move, and even 
push him with the nose to stir him up. This 
has been called *'snake.charming," aud in- 
deed it looks like it, but the toad is the 
charmer and the snake the charmed. Ire. 
member one day I dropped a toad in the 

. midst of a pit of snakes I had in my back 
yard. He at once became perfectly still, 
though surrounded by more than a dozen 

` hungry snakes. -There was a circle of fierce 
heads and glaring eyes around him, but he 

.would not move. The circle narrowed until 
the protruding tongues almost touched him, 


seas the books referred to, and be willing to 
dispose of them, they can write to the ad- 
dress above. Scientific books (new) can be 
ordered through the Truth Seeker Company. 
—En. C. C.] 
Grantrork, Irs., Nov. 5, 290. 

Dzar Miss WixoN: As I bav not written 
to the Children’s Corner for a good while, I 
thought it would not hurt to write a few 
lines. What isthe matter with the Children’s 
Corner? The two last numbers of the Chil- 
dren’s Corner did not hava letter in them. 
Are the friends of the Children’s Corner losing 
enthusiasm? Winter evenings are coming, 
when everybody has time to write, but it 
seems they forget the Children’s Corner. We 
hav just undergone a siege of the Catholic 
missionaries; they stayed here a week and 
never made a solitary convert. I wasin three 


nights, but am as bad a heathen as before, if 
not worse. 


A lady friend of mine gave me a! 


Lanse, Miom., Nov. 2, 1890. 
DearMies Wixow: This is my first attempt 


to write to the Corner. 


For some time my parents hav wanted me 


to write, but I hav lacked the subject. 


My former home was in Montezuma, Ca- 


yuga county, N. Y., snd you will no doubt 
remember me the better when you recall that 
memorable occasion of Messrs. Remsburg 
and Reynolds’s visit to that place. 


Nearly two years ago we came to Mich- 
igan. i 

I hav been attending school ever since, 
and I am now in the eighth grade. 

Our school, otherwise excellent, has, like 
many others, still coupled with its manage- 
ment more or less superstition, such as sing- 
ing so-called sacred music and reciting the 
Lord's prayer, much to my dislike. 

A few days ago my teacher wished all of 
her pupils to be prepared to giv a quotation 
snd the name of the author. 

This was my opportunity to make my 
schoolmates acquainted with Ingersoll and 
some of his eloquent words, also to jog the 
orthodox mind somewhat and yet be in har- 
mony with the disciplin of the school. 

At the call of my name to giv my quota- 
tion I arose and in loud accent gave these 
words: *Why should man be afraid to 
think, and why should he fear to express 
his thoughts ?" (Ingersoll) ‘‘ Splendid !" ex- 
claimed my teacher. 

A girl schoolmate of mine, tite daughter of 
a very superstitious gentleman, had no quo- 
tation, and came to me for one. 

I had on my tongue's end the eloquent 
words of that most wonderful thinker, 
Thomas Paine, ‘The world is my country, 
and to do good my religion." 

She copied them, and when her name was 
called she arose and repeated those words. 
With the exclamatory remarks of my teacher, 
“ That is splendid," my schoolmate sat, and 
this ended a happy little episode in the pub- 
Jic SEROOM of Lansing, which may yet bear 
fruit. 

I think my teacher was so much pleased 
with those most beautiful words from those 
two eloquent men that she spoke without 
considering the authors to be '' Agnostics,” 
and bestowed a “thoughtless” compliment 
on them. ; 

I hope this may be the cause of develop- 
ing in the school a desire to read the works 
of both authors, and thus good will hav been 
done, and my object attained. 

Your friend, ANRA J. Ross. 


[We are proud of our brave friend Anna. 
No more eloquent words can be found in any 
language than those uttered by the leaders of 
Freethought. And they are true. Quote 
them often, fix them in the memory, treasure 
them, liv up to them, and we shall hav 
eventualy a country redeemed from the 
thralldom of bigotry and superstition.— 
Ep. C. C.] 
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Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINCG. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIST, 


Price, 10 cents. 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jebovah 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Ben BG snr 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(rom Vol. II. * Gods and Religions.”) 
838pp., PAP., 60 0.; olo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


French Revolution | 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 
Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. ` 
12mo, £00pp., - Price, $2. 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Wixwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp.,  - - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM, 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOT TY, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND 
A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


$1.78. 


419pp., $1.50. 


THE NEW, 


Price, $1.60. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and “ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mr. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BanrNG-Gourp. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. . 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. | 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 certs. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Or anizing Societies; for Marriages, Fanor. 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, ete. Also 625 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymus for 
Bocial and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hoaax. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monumant. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. l 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANOHARD. 


- - 40 cenis. 


Paper, 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. Prox. 

Priee, E E E E 


25 cents. 


f the ab books address 
For all of thee ROTH SEEKER 00., 
88 Lafayette Pi.. ken York. 
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Truth Seeker Traots. 


NorE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments, When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
&little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Snelton's Letter. Bonnett... « 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood.. ...... 


36 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ............ ees 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
89 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam......... 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions, E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. Underwood... 
62 The Jews and their God........ 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers....... 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement, J.S.Lyon..... 
T1 Paine’s Anniversary. ©. A. Codman.. 
13 Foundations. John Syphers. .......... 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett..... 
5 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett..... 
6 Reply to E. P. Brown.  Bennett....... 
47 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev, J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. .......... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.F.Underwood.... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper....... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers............ 
97 Special Providences. W., S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker..............-. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 2 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro.... 2 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.......... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. % Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Ssvage.......... 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett... eee eene 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? 8. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett............ 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston............ 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell........ 
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123 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 
Nr cro uu 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ......... eee. 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann.. a 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
pO 
130 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford... 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........... 
187 Christian Love. OC. L. James............ 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jusper......... 
140 Astro-Theology ................«. 
zAllInüdelity. H. W. Beecher.... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. BSaxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho, Pli Perkins............ 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age of Shams. ........ CCT eoves eb ia ‘ 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will YouGive Me Instead. Martin.... 10 

150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
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Wakeman. ....eeeeee eee eerte, 10 
162 What is the Bible? M. W. H............. 6 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas........... 2 
163 Liberty and Morality. Conway............ 5 
255 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer..... . 2 
156 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley.......... 2 
159 Boston Bennett Indignation Mecting...... 5 
160 Sabbath Observance, Coleman.......... 3 
161 Protestant Persecutions........csceeee 8 
162 Eighthand Last Letter from Ludlow Stree 
Jail Bennett... eese e 10 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman... es 2 
i SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els- 
burg, M.D...... eee nn D 
2 Evolution: Homogeteous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood................. 4. 8 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... B 
6 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 8 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 8 
% Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 8 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... . 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.... ...... 20 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Thre 
Io — M LO 


11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 

12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism, 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D.......cccccccssssreooes D 

49 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumbfor the  . 
Modern Bymposium................«««.... 10 


«M Bee mote at head of eolumm,. ` 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . . 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER © 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Origina 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOEN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. 0. PENTECOST. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the "Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


0. P. SOMERBY, BuRINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENEB. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, snd other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics. upon the People’s Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know ofthem. THE TRUTH SEEKER 


publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. 


It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New YORE. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON; 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 


. Creatton. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - 75 Cents. 


“@ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gm 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
less, With little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
gung to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girls life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a Story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he res 
ET appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

f the rest of the world. Price 35 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent anthority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Rplendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Angestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate; 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


Essence of Religion. 


By L. FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German. Oloth, 12mo, 75pp. 
60 ots. 


The truth-teller is ill-mannered, therefore im. 
moral.—#xtr'act. 
Address TuE TRUTH BEEKER Oo. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
m Price 10 cents. 
Address Tum TRUTH BxEERR COMPANY. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. ` 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., . 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


'. WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLO-RENOWHED WATCHES, 


. Best grades American Btem-winders : In silver. 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7 50; 9 jewels, $8; 11jewels,$9; 
15 jowels, $10; do. adjusted, $16, In 3 onnce coin 
silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 onnce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In best filled gold cases, open 
face, duet proof. 7 jewels, $10; 9 jowels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, $18.50: do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2250; $23: $24: $80. 
Ladies’, same quality,7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$1850; 15 jewels, $15. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famons, Us 


New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches np 
to $200. ll such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases warranted by mannfacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurions 
cases. Watches cleaned, dest work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


EsTsBLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. Bcchelle. IH, 
make 100 PER CENT. profit, on my Corset, 


AGENTS Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties. Samples 


FREE. Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway, N. Y. 
ERI 
EAL 
ko 
NI | 
L 
c. 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 


Send 16 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his " Private Counselor "—a valna- 
ble book tor young and middle-aged men, enffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 


-| Sunday. 


eation—A POSITIVE CURE, 88 itmatters not how 
Jong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies yon hav nscd. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and shonld be in the bands of 
those seeking a speedy ana permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 
A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

ress. He has many testimonials to the vaiue of 

is progressive and snecessfnl method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought. 


by an old reliable firm ; large profits, 
GENTS WANTED P E Ds 


Liberal Meetings. - 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock; at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
Bt. Newark, N. J. Lectnres and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Indnstrial Hall. Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social qnestions. 
Ablespeakersinterestthe audience. N.B.—Zruth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheaprates. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera Honse, 558 West Madison street. 
Leotnres and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30P.M.,8t 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pres.: LEROY BERBIER, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secuiar Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fonrth Sun- 
days of exch month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on ali Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burrz, Oor. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib. ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main stroet, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions,—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
nable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A, W. OALDER, Beo. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 
Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
at 2:30 Pm. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER; Cor. Bec. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
all, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
-tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regnlar meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondenoe solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL 8. ANDRES, Secretary. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 PM. in the public 
schoo] bnilding in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discnssion in- 
vited on all snbjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
nted free. FRANK MOBSE, Oor, Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Cal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mers. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.; J. H. MoWinLIANMs, Rec. Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“ Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rrox, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnHARLES SnHEA, Sec. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street, Assembles every Sunday 
evening &t 7.80. Lectures, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secniar Subjects. Pres- 
Mob HENRY BIRD; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D.. at 3 P.M., every 

Lectures followed by discussion. Piat- 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


TRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church withont superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vita] qnestions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is Just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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Jews of the Weck. 


Tar Chinese, who hav always excelled all vont o Jehovsh, Satan, 


Other races a8 saving and successful farmers, 
are now instituting manufactures and laying 
railways. It is feared that their unrivaled 
industry and economy will giv them power 
to supplant the Caucasian race throughout 
the world. 


(GODS AND RELIGIONS 


Gems of Thonght. 


Taz banditti of Italy hav great confidence 
in these things [charms], and whenever they 
start upon an expedition of theft and plunder, 
they take images and pictures of saints with 
them, such as hav been blest by a priest or 
pope. They pray sincerely to the Virgin, to 
giv them luck, and see not the slightest in- 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of ‘Thought, Eminent Scien- 
ists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp.» cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., R- 0., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 


. I. Givsa Full Account of all the Gods, in- 

olgding V Stary. a Hog e 

Christ, Virgin Mary, an 8 Bible. 
T 885Dp. i Vol. If, Desoribes Fully all 

the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edzes, $38. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


28 Lafayette Place, N.Y. Consistency in appealing to all the saints in 


the calendar to assist 


GuaTZMALA and San 


them in robbing honest 


Salvador hav signed 


peace. 


A ooxzmT that will be. 
visible to the naked eye 


people. —Fngersoll. 


No candid person who 
is acquainted with his- 


is approaching. 


tory can fail to perceive 


Tarrs Nihilists, two 
male and one female, 
hav been sentenced to be 
hanged for plotting the 
czar’s death. 


A FINANOIAL panic has 
just spread through Eu- 
rope and this country, 
and seems now subsid- 
ing. Several banks and 
mercantil houses hav 
failed. 


AT Vienna, Austria, 


the difference between 


cx ll the amount of reverence 

BRIG. Gen TABS bestowed in the present 
Conscript head? day, by the great major- 
amd mamage ity of men, upon mere 


thim Sho 


to 


speculativ doctrins or 
ritualistic observances, 
and that which was once 
general. If we examin 
the church in the fourth 
and fifth centuries, we 
find it almost exclusivly 
occupied with minute 
questions concerning the 


the other Sunday, angry 
factions of a congrega. 
tion engaged in a fight in 
church, in which 81x 
were killed and sixteen 
injured. 


Tux Farmers’ Alliance 
claim that they will hav 
more men in the next 
Congress than outsiders 
hav supposed—as many 
as four Senators and fifty 
Representativs. 


FREDERIOK LEO!US, 88- 


manner of the co.exist- 
ence of the two natures 
iu Christ. If we examin 
it in the Middle Ages, 
we find it absorbed in 
ritualism and pilgrim- 
ages. If we examin it 
at the Reformation, we 
find it just emerging be- 
neath the pressure of 
civilization from this 
condition; yet still the 
main speculativ test was 
the doctrin concerning 
the sacrament, which 
had no relation to 


sistant of a Protestant 


morals; and the main 


pastor, has been sen- 
tenced to two months’ 
impriconment and loss of 


practical test on the 
Continent, at least, was 
the eating of meat on 


bis office, by tte court 
of Riga, Russia. for con- 
verting a girl from the 
Greek Catholic faith to 
his own. 


To the bishops who pe- 


And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he 
wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the fore-front of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be 
smitten, and die.—2 Sam. xi, 14, 15. 


E pem - ~ Fridays. Inthe present 
URIAH DELIVERING HIS DEATH WARRANT. 


day, with the great body 
of laymen at least, such 
maters appear simply 
pueril, because they hav 
no relation to morals.— 


titioned the Spanish sov- 
ereign to restrain Italy from oppressing the 
pope, Queen Christina has replied: ‘‘In the 

. fulfillment of my constitutional duties I hav 
placed your petitions in the hands of my re- 
sponsible ministers, recommending them to 
giv them their best attention.” 


A wew prophet has risen in Edwin Wood- 
ring, at Allentown, Pa. He wears a crown 
of thorns, and says the Lord has gent him to 
convert the world. 


Dom Pxpxo is traveling in France and 
England. He has given up hope of return- 
ing to Brazil, believing that monarchy will 
not be restored there. 


Tur device tried in Australia to keep out 
Chinamen, by imposipg on each Chinese im- 
migrant a tax of $100, does not suffice, aa 
many still arrive there. 


Statistics from Austria show that mortal- 
ity is regularly decreasing there, the same as 
in the other nations under the rising power 
of Rationalism and decline of church reign. 


Mz. GrapsTONE approves Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie's ‘‘ Gospel of Wealth,” and proposes 
a revival of Lord Carlisle’s Universal Benefi- 
cence Society, whose members bound them- 
selvs to giv away a fixed proportion of their 
incomes. 


AT a swearing-in of recruits on the 20th, 
the German emperor said that though the 
outlook abroad is peaceful, they must grap- 
ple with an internal foe who can be overcome 
only with the aid of Christianity—meaning 
the Socialists. He added that no one could 
be a good soldier without being also a good 
Christian, and therefore recruits who take 
the cath of allegiance to their earthly master 
should also and above all things prove them- 
selva true to their heavenly Lord. 


Tur Sioux and Cheyennes around Pine 
Ridge agency, 8. D., continue in a state 
of religious excitement, and threaten war. 
They maintain a ‘‘ghost dance,” and say 
they will continue it till the coming of their 
messiah, though that be not till spring. It is 
reported that they hav killed seven whites 
near Lebeau. Troops are held ready at all 
stations, and eight huudred cavalry, with 
artillery, hav started thence from 8t. Louis. 
The settlers are alarmed, and wish more 
protection. 


Ber is in as much excitement over Pro- 
fessor Koch’s supposed cure for consumption 
as it would be if in & astute of war. One of 
the first acts of the Reichstag, or German 
parliament, when it meets, will be the thank- 
ing of Koch in the name of the nation. Sev- 


eral physicians hav been delegated to inocu- | 


late with the lymph subjects of consump- 
tion or other tubercular affections, and their 
quarters are pesieged by sufferers. The 
composition of the lymph bas not been re- 


vealed. American hoepitals hav sent physi- : 


cians to Berlin to investigate. 


Leeky. 


I Ax nae-body’s lord, 
Til be slave to nae-body ; 
I hae a guid braid sword, 
PU tak dunts frae nae-body. 


Yl be merry and free, 
Pl be sad for nae-body ; 
If nae-body care for me, 
Tl care for nae-body. |—Zurns. 


PunsuE, keep up with, circle round and 
round your life, as a dog does his master’s 
chaise. Do whatyoulove. Know your own 
bone: gnaw at it, bury it, unearth it, and 
gnaw it still. Do not be too moral. You 
may cheat yourself out of much lifeso. Aim 
above morality. Be not simply good; be 
good for something.— Thoreau. 


A GREAT problem faces us, the improve- 
ment of the world.— Adams. 


Iris Science who hag bestowed upon our 
race all the benefits by which man has be- 
come ''the paragon of animals.” It is she 
who has placed in our hands the chain of 
cause and effect by which, as with a bridle, 
we guide the powers of nature for our use, 
or save ourselvs from injury by their action. 
Electricity, which under the form of l'ght- 
ning is, in the absence of science, a source of 
terror and death, becomes in her presence 
not only perfectly harmlers, but a gentle 
Ariel engaged in carrying our messages 
round the earth.— Wilson. 
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To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission : 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
"i Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publie on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2, That public morality may be subserved by providing s substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only off a general holiday ; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4, For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

PS dA will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 

6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

i 7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
' benefit the Fir itself, the people of Ohicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, sod the development and good of the whole eountry. 
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Hotes and Clippings. Tax Sun has news from a correspondent | knout, the use of which is to be prohibited | Canon Tayros of the Church of England 
in St. Petersburg that the czar is about to|hereafter by the Russian autocrat. The news has shown by incontrovertible statistics that 

promulgate a decree providing for the aboli- | from St. Petersburg will be of especial inter-| with all the effort and expense laid out on 
WALTER CAMPBELL, à paroled prisoner of tion of the corporal punishment of women | est to the members of the American society | Christian missions, the increase in Christian 
the Ohio state prison, returned to the prison | who are living in banishment in Siberia." All} which is procuring signatures to a petition to | converts is only a trifling part ofthe mere 


the other morning, broke open a desk, and! the world has heard of the terrors of the 


stole $75. The parole 
system is in a measure 
an experiment. Later 
on it will no doubt be 
modified so that when a 
prisoner is out on parole 
some precaution will be 
taken against his break- 
ing into the prison again. 


In the criminal court 
of Susquehanna county, 
at Montrose, Pa., on the 
18th ult., the case of Paul 
Hill agt. Olive Brown 
and her husband, Phi- 
lander Brown, Spiritual- 
ists, was concluded. The 
Browns represented that 
they were in communi- 
cation with the spirit 
world, that Jesus Christ 
was in need of money, 
and that Hill must fur 
nish some to be forward- 
ed; also that Hill's first 
wife, now in the spirit 
land, needed money for 
new clothing, etc. -Hill 
from time to time fur- 
-nished money, which 
was placed in a Bible in 
the presence of the trio. 
During the night the 
money would vanish, 
and Hill believed that it 
went to the spirit lavd. 
In all he supplied $3,006. 
While on the witness- 
stand Hill told of the 
manner in which the 
spirits instructed him 
and his second wife to 
do various things, and 
of hearing the spirits 
singing, “I am so glad 
that Jesus loves me.” 
They also heard railway 
trains running in heaven 
and saw mills turning 
out lumber with which 
to build the heavenly 
city. Mrs. Hill often 
conferred with St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and with 
Mr. Hils first wife. 
After a long deliberation 
the jury found the pris- 
oners guilty. 

ILLEN H. QARDENER, 


says the American Spec- 


tator, is doing much 
good in writing stories 
and stating facts well 
calculated to make men 
and women think. Ina 
recent paper she calls at- 
tention to the fact that 
Kemmlers father and 
mother were butchers 
by trade, while the same 
was also true of the par- 
ents of Jesse Pomeroy, 
the youthful Boston 
murderer, who from in- 
fancy took such fiendish 
delight in torturing and 


the czar for clemency to Siberian exiles. 


natural increase of the heathen. Meantime 
the spread of belief in 


E) 
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the new doctrin of a sec- 
ond probation must tend 
to chill the enthusiasm 
essential as a stimulus to 
missionary ^ enterprise. 
In Christian countries 
and even among the or- 
thodox, Universalism is 
. replacing the old belief 
in the terrors of hell. 
The sensitiv modern phi- 
lanthropy recoils from 
the teaching that any- 
body is to be doomed to 
everlasting guffering. Tt 
cannot bear to look on a 
dog in pain; and the 
. goodness and loving- 
kindness of God seem to 
it so totally inconsistent 


with the torments of hell 
that it refuses to believe 
their infliction possible. 
A spirit of humanity has 
been generated as a sub- 
stitute for the oldreligion 
of Jaw and penalty, eter- 
nal rewards and eternal 
punishments. An im- 
placable God seems to 
it a hideous monster. 
The creation of men pre- 
destinated to hell from 
before the beginning of 
time outrages its sense 
of justice as diabolic 
sport with helpless mor- 
tals. This sentiment, 
once denounced as the 
expression of Infidelity 
and impiety, is now 
prevalent among Con- 
" gregationalists, Episco- 
pslians, and Presbyte- 
rians, and: it affects, 
though to a less extent, 
the Baptists themselvs. 
It is undoubtedly bring. 
ing about a complete the- 
ological revolution, 
which must radically 
Ce ? transform the  motivs 
d &nd methods of relig- 
ious effort.  Philan- 
thropic exertion for the 
amelioration of the con- 
dition of humanity is to- 
tally different from relig- 
ious enthusiasm for the 
salvation of souls and 
their rescue from the 


flames of hell. It de- 


stroys the animating 


force upon which Chris- 


tianity has so long’ re- 
lied. 


A GENTLE Materialist: 
Bigotry stil survives 
even among certain pro- 
fessed Freethinkers. In 
a recent issue we pub- 
lished a review of ‘‘ The 
Perfect Way,” and our 
"vulgar imbecility” 


has brought us this 


killing animals. How little heed is paid to.tensivly into the manufacture of wine at| religious interest among the farming popula- choice epistle: ‘Sir: Don’t dare to send me 
the law of heredity and the atmosphere in Conesus Lake. He has erected a wine cellar tion of the North. Dr. Dunning says that| any more of your damned Spiritualistic 
which a child livs while his taste and habits of: with walls seventy-two feet high, inclosing| there are ninety-five towns in Maine where | vaporings, or by ‘God’ IIl do my level best 
thought are taking expression. It is a long. six floors and the vaults, and with a capacity | no religious services are held, and there are | to send you to jail for twelve months." The 
way from barbariem to true civilization. of fifty thousand gallons. This season the, more country villages in Illinois without the| author of this note is one ‘‘ Rex Reges," an 
When mankind grows great enough to be! bishop will press fifteen thousand gallons. gospel than in any other state in the Union. | occasional contributor to the Agnostic Jour- 
tender, considerate, and just, we shall hav, Says “Bill Arp” in the Louisville Home Just think of that! The great state of Illi-| zal. This amiable evangelist, a year or two 
less murders by individuals and none by the! and Farm: “ And this reminds me of what nois, that has two counties that make more | back, pestered us with violently bitter attacks 
state. à : {I hav just read in the Andover Review for grain than all Georgia. This great state that | on Mr. G. J. Holyoake, though it is only fair 
Bisgoe MoQuam, bishop of the Rochester | November. It is the organ of New England stands fifth in the scale of education, and {| to say that he subsequently apologized for 
diocese of the Catholic church, has gone ex- orthodoxy. It is now lamenting the decay of fortieth in the grade of Christian religion." ^ bis reckless charges.— Watts’s Literary Guide. 


TUTO 


Communications. 


A Review of the Church. 


It is usual for church people to think there is ab- 
solute:y only one side of the question in regard to 
the church and that is their side, and anyone hold- 
-ing differently from them, i.e., the opposit side of the 
question, must be a person of a very depraved mind ; 
one not worthy of any consideration and not fit to 
be. associated with; one who has no check on his 
passions ; one who is always ready to giv unchecked 
rein to his desires and rush headlong into any excess 
-that may present itself to him, not thinking that the 
person of whom they hold such gross considerations 
may be an educated and honorable person, who is 
honest and true in all respects, not because of any 
hope of reward in future life in another world, of 
which he, nor anyone, knows nothing, but because it 
is right and for the good of society. It is, perhaps, 
not. so much to be wondered at that church people 
-hold such opinions, when one considers that the 
ehureh was adopted as a state institution many years 
‘ago by one of the greatest empires of the then 
known world, and anyone holding opinions adverse 
to the church was deprived of the rights of citizen- 
ship and perhaps of property or even life. And such 
laws and regulations were held until quite recently, 
reaching even into our own country and nearly, if not 
quite, into our own times. This intolerance of the 
- ehurch people is because of the isek of knowledge, 
-which is and has been withheld from them for inter- 
ested purposes of those in powsr, and the priests 
and preachers, who msy or may not know the history 
of the church and who may or may not be able to 
discriminate as to the truth in regard to it. Of 
those who know the history and the truth in the 
ease, it can only be said, as the least, that they are 
not honorable men, and of the other class, who may 
be, and generally are, the most zealous, they are like 
. the blind leaders of the blind, and in either case not 
fit to be leaders or teachers of the people. Also the 
people, with such teaching as the church givs, do not 
dare to hav any doubts of its teaching for fear of 
. committing the unpardonable sin which once com- 
. mitted forever shuts them out cf heaven, and then 
_ only hell and its tortures confronts them. With 
“these circumstances in view, once having been one 
of the church people, I wish to show how the sub- 
ject looks to me now after having investigated some- 
what its basis as shown in history. It is impossible 
. to review the church in history without investigating 
, something in regard to the Bible—which many regard 
.,88 the basis of the church, while the truth of the 
-amatter is, the church made the Bible. The idea is 
prevalent with many that the O'd Testament has 
.come down the steps of time from almost untold 
ages, that Moses wrote the opening books and the 
-+Other books were written and added in the later 
_syears until the time of Christ. If Moses wrote any 
books, or if the Jews had any sacred writings, they 
«were destroyed about 540 s.c., when Jerusalem was 
,0aptured and the sacred temple burnt and the rem- 
nant of the Jewish nation taken in captivity to 
Babylon. Bui after seventy years of captivity they 
were allowed to return and rebuild Jerusalem, and 
. then Ezra, the high priest, with his associate priests, 
-wrote the traditions of the Jews, to which were 
„added some history and some poetry, which was the 
‘nucleus of the O'd Testament, but who are the 
. writers of most of the books is unknown. 
. Since the times of Ohrist there has been what is 
called a new dispensation, and books hav been writ- 
ten to meet the changed circumstances, and from 
= them has been formed the New Testament. Many 
- books were written, but only those were chosen by 
the church which would serve its purpose as a basis 
> upon which they could found their dogmas. It is 
. + not known who are the writers of most of the books 
- `of the Naw Testament, consequently they are anon- 
ymous, which is the case with the four principal 
_ books called the gospels; also the precise time when 
they, the gospels, were written, is not known. But 
. as far back as they can be traced is to the time of 
. Irenæus, who was the first to speak of them, and he 
,. wrote 180—200. Also the gospels did not bear the 
; names they do now until in the sixth or seventh 
century, when the names they now bear were affixed 
| for the purpose of giving more weight and influence 
~. to them. 
.. lt is not precisely known when the books form- 
., ing the Bible were brought together. They were 
: in the possession of the Roman Catholic church, which 
. was founded early in the time of the new dispensa- 
, tion, and that church took action on the books in its 
. various councils, but the canon of the Bible, as it now 
^ n was not fixed until the council of Trent in 
E 5. 
^ The Bible was a book of the cloisters in 
>. the Ostholic church for fifteen hundred years, 
„= and none but priests were allowed to read 
_, it; to any other who looked into it the per- 
.; alty was death. The Bible was not brought out 
. publicly until the time of Henry VIII. of England, 
- and then ina quarrel between Henry VIII. and the 
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pope about a woman, and the character of that 
woman not the best, for she was the mistress of 


| Henry. . Catherine of Aragon, the widow of the de- 


ceased brother of Henry, was the wife of Henry, and 
Henry wished for a dispencation from the pope that 
he might divorce Catherine, £0 he could marry his 
mistress Anne Boleyn ; but the pope not granting it, 
Henry divorced Catherine without the permission of 
the pope, and, to be revenged on the pope, Henry 
gave ihe Bible to the public, and established the 
Church of England in place of the Oatholic church 
which had, hitherto, been the state church of Eng. 
land. On the death of Henry VIII. his son Edward 
VI. succeeded to the throne and he, during his occu- 
panoy of the throne, declared his two sisters illegiti- 
mate (Mary, daughter of Catherine, and Elizabeth, 
daughter of Anne Boleyn, born before the divorce of 
Catherine was promulgated). On his death he set- 
tled the crown on Lady Jane Grey, but Mary, having 
more influence with the people and the army, had Lady 
Jane Grey and her husband, Lord Guilford Dudley, 
arrested for treason and executed. Then Mary tried 
to restore England to the Catholic church, and in do- 
ing so she executed numbers of those who were in- 
strumental in divorcing her father from her mother 
and in establishing the Church of England, and in 
doing so she obtained the title of Bloody Mary. After 
about five years’ occupancy of the throne Mary died 
and she was succeeded by Elizabeth, who again dis- 
placed the Catholic church in England, and réestab- 
lished the Church of England, for her legitimacy be. 
fore the world depended on the success of the church 
which her father had established, and which had legal- 
ized his divorce from Catherine. 

The action of Henry VIII. in giving the Bible to 
the public necessitated the calling of the council of 
Trent, 1545, to decide what books the Bible should 
contain and thus decide the canon of the Bible. It 
is well known that in the councils the decisions were 
made by voting, so here we hav the spectacle of men 
declaring and deciding what is the word of God by 
votes, and the book of Luke stands as the word of 
God on one vote majority, while the book of Barna- 
bas was decided not to be the word of God by three 
votes. When it is understood that the Bible has 
come through fifteen hundred years in the hands of 
one church, and all we hav of it and know of it, and 
its entire canonicity, comes from and depends on that 
one church, on the votes of its priests in council, the 
inspiration with which it has been clothed drops 
from it as a cloak from a skeleton, and it stands be- 
fore us ss a man-made book, the production of the 
church for the purpose of upholding it in its aggran- 
dizement and power by befogging the minds of the 
people. Then why should we longer accept that 
book as the arbiter and rule of life which rests on 
authority that cannot make good its teachings? 
Such authority is no authority at all, and all the 


councils and ail the votes in the world cannot clothe 


it with the infellibility that has been ascribed to it 
and has been claimed for it. On this book, the 
Bible, resis the whole Christian scheme of salvation— 
the God who crested the earth and all that inhabits 
it, the Christ who died for the atonement of the sins 
of the people, the heaven which is to reward the 
faithful—and this book rests on one church, its 
councils and the votes of its priests, and that only a 
little more than three hundred years ago. 

Oh, pitiful spectacle, such a foundation for such a 
grand scheme; and that foundation is crumbling 
away before the enlightenment of the people, and 
eventually the superatructure with its God, its 
Christ, and heaven will topple over and become lost 
in oblivion. 

The council of Trent was the nineteenth ecumen- 
ical council of the Catholic church. Some of the pre- 
ceding councils took action on the Bible, some &c- 
cepting and others rejecting books of which it is 
composed, but the council of Trent is the one that 
took the final action on it and decided what books 
should be canonical, in 1545, three hundred and 
forty-five years ago. 

The first ecumenical council of the Catholic 
church was held at Nice in 325, and is memorable as 
having elected divinity to Christ. We hav here the 
spectacle of the person who was claimed to be the 
son of God, and coequal with God, and was God 
himself, consequently divinity itself, brought to eleo- 
tion to decide his divinity three hundred years after 
he was said to hav been dead. Christ is a character 
described in the gospels of the New Testament, and 
no other book givs any history of him, although, if 
there was such a person, he must hav been a notable 
character, and contemporaneous historians could not 
hav given a true history of the times without having 
something of him in their books, but as no contem- 
poraneous historian has anything to say of Christ, 
and, a8 noted before in this article, the gospels, 
which tell of Christ, were not known until 180 to 
200, which was one hundred and fifty years after the 
time when Obrist was said to hay been crucified, and 
as the writers of those gospels are not known, as a 
consequence they stand as anonymous works, they 
hav no weight as authority in regard to any asser- 
tion made in them, consequently there is great doubt 
if any such person as Ohrist ever lived. It would 
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seem the veriest mockery to elect divinity to a man 
three hundred years after he was dead. If such a 
person as Christ ever lived, it is evident that he did 
not know that he was divine, for if he and others 
knew that he was divine, why elect divinity to him 
long after his death ? 

Also at the council of Nica it was elected that 
“Three persons in godhead are declared a funda- 
mental article of faith.” 

At the council of Laodices in 364, the first day of 
the week, Sunday, was declared to be the day for 
worship, and those who held to the seventh day, 
Saturday, should be anathema. 

The reason of changing the day of worship from 
the seventh day of the week to the first day of the 
week, a8 given, is that Ohrist, having been crucified 
on Friday, rose from the grave on the first day of 
the week, or Sunday. 

The Roman emperor, Constantine, had previously 
issued an edict (321) ordering that the first day of 
the week, Sunday, should be the day of worship in- 
stead of the seventh day, Saturday, but it was not 
generally observed until the council of Laodicea took 
action on it. There is no scriptural reason given for . 
the change of worship from one day to the other, 
but the Ostholic church took arbitrary power upon 
itself and made the change. 

It is probable that a plainer reason for the change 
of worship from Saturday to Sunday can be given in 
astro-theology, viz., the earliest worship was the wor- 
ship of the planete, and the planet Saturn as the 
one then known that was farthest from the sun, and 
took the longest time to make the circuit of its revo- 
lution, is called the father of time, or the father of 
heaven, and as such Saturn is represented as en aged 
man with forelock, hour-glass, and scythe. The Ara- 
bie name of Saturn is Abram—.45, father, and ram, 
elevation, that is, elevated father, or father of eleva- 
tion. The Phcenician name of Saturn is Israel, by 
some nations called Azrel, or Esrael, the angel of 
death, because time mows down all The planet 
Saturn was worshiped as “our father who art in 
heaven,” and this worship was made or given on the 
seventh day, Saturn’s day, or Saturday, the day on 
which the creator rested from his labors; but when 
the worship was changed from Saturn to the sun, 
the day of worship was changed from the seventh 
day of the week to the first day of the week, or Sun- 
day. That the present worship is the worship of 
the sun, there is much testimony to prove, conse- 
quently if is appropriate that Sunday is the proper 
day of worship if one worship at all. The twelve 
signs of the zodiac represent the twelve gates of the 
heavenly city, in the midst of which is the great 
white throne on which sits the lamb—the sun. In 
every church in the land, and many times in each 
service, is the name of the sun invoked, though 
perhaps unwittingly. It is invoked under its 
title amen, which is generally supposed to mean so 
let it be ; but it is only & transformation, made in 
the course of time, of the word Ammon, the ancient 
Ammonian title of the sun; the transformation or 
changes in pronunciation being: Ammon, Amon, 
Omen, Aumen, Amen, and under the last pronuncia- 
tion it is used to end prayers, benedictions, eto., also 
as giving assent to the subject of discourse. So an 
ending of prayer which closes, “Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Amen,” or Ammon, is really as follows, 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, the sun, or ever- 
lasting fire. Rev. R. Taylor says: “ Easter is never 
on any other day than Sunday, because it is the sun, 
and the sun alone, who is our Lord and savior.” 

Sir Bulwer.Lytton says: ‘Before the Obristian 
era the Sunday was called the Lord's day, ż¿.e., the 
day of the Lord, the sun.” 

I quote as follows from Dr. Wooley’s discourse on 
the word God: “Nobody, nothing—not even the 
Bible, that most abused of booke—teaches, or can 
teach, as I shall presently show, the existence of a 
man-shaped, immaterial God. If such a God doeg 
exist, where is he and who made him, fqr the term 
implies a maker? Show him to us, that we may see 
him and believe on him, and know him. You cannot 
do it, O Christian! neither will he show himself. 
Therefore he does not exist except in the believer's 
illogical brain. He is an unwarranted assumption 
of false theologians. I say false theologians, be- 
cause the true meaning of the term theology was 
lost sight of and forgotten many centuries ago. 
Originally it doubtless had a known and determinate 
significancy assigned it, like astrology and geology, 
the former being a discourse about aster, or the 
star, the sun, and thence, by extension of meaning, a 
discourse about the stars and planets in general; the 
latter a discourse about ge, or the earth. But what 
does theology, or a discourse about theos, mean? 
Who ean tell, who can answer this great question, 
upon which the weal or woe of uncounted millions of 
human beings depends? Self styled theologians, 
can you, can you tell us? If so, why hav you not 
told us long ago? Why keep the precious informa- 
tion all to yourself? Ob, but you answer, ‘It is a 
discourse about God,’ ‘the seience of God. Ah, 
indeed! but who is God? I ask again, for the 
answer is unsatisfactory, being a mere shift, to avoid 
the show of ignorance. You answer again: God is 
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named because of his goodness (Webster)  Ad- 
mitted. But still this is evasiv and does not help 
your case a bit. The question again comes up, 
Who is God? ‘In Greek he was called Zheos.’ 
Evasiv again. Thus you seek to make Theos 
and God synonymous, which they are not. That the 
two hav been confounded I admit. The question 
then recurs once more, who, or what, was, or is, 
Theos? If not God, or good, you cannot answer! 
Very well. You are in darkness, then, and must be 
brought to see the light. Liddell and Scott, a very 
good authority, tell us in their Greek lexicon that 
theos is derived from theein, the infinitiv of the verb 
theo, ‘I run’ As a noun, then, ¿eos must signify a 
runner—The Runner, in fact, or the sun, as being the 
largest and most conspicuous of the seven heavenly 
orbs called planets, 4.6, wanderers or runners, by 
the ancient astrologers. In fact, the authors above 
named tell us, under this word theos, that ‘the first 
Gods were the sun, moon, etc.’ Hence these authors 
as usual confound the word good with the word 
bad, making them synonymous, which is plainly not 
the case, since there may be a Jad runner as well as 
a good runner—the summer sun follows the winter 
sun. L. L. Dawson. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
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Who Made God? 


Who made God? and “ Canst thou by searching 
find out God" (Job xi 7)? are the questions 
answered in this essay. 

The vowel sounds as now used in all spoken or 
written languages, were derived from and represent 
the primitiv, audible explosions, in the first simple 
elementary state of sounds, made by the breath 
forced outward through the glottis, in the various 
degrees of contraction and dilatation and of the force 
or vehemence of the current of the passing air. 

When animals discovered that they had the power 
to use the trachea and rudimentary lingual organs 
to produce sound and that they could. modify or 
vary this sound to some extent at pleasure, it be- 
eame an important function or factor to sid them 
in expressing their conditions and feelings to one 
another. 

Of course the evolution of the lingual organs, 
and the capacity to use them, was very slow and 
indefinit, and limited to the expression of the 
more prominent emotions or states of conscious- 
ness of the animal. The gentler, affectionate, or 
soothing sounds were made by less effort, indicat- 
ing less disturbance of the nerves and violence of 
the feeling that produced them. While intense 
feeling resulting from pain, or the sudden sense 
of fear, or danger of prospectiv suffering or death 
being inflicted, would intensify the feelings, the 
reflex of which on the muscular fiber of the glottis 
would contract the aperture so that the rapid mo- 
tion of the compressed air through it would pro- 
duce a shrill and startling scream. 

Animals using these different sounds among 
their own species soon learn in a certain though 
vague sense what they represent. The first sounds 
made by a gentle and less emphatic use of the 
vocal organs, are represented by the vowel letters 
o and uw, with their modifications. 

And we, civilized human beings, use these 
vowels now for the same purposes that our 
animal and anthropoid ancestors did, and for the 
same objects for which they are used by a num- 
ber of our domestic animals. The horse, cow, 
and swine, kindly treated and carefully fed by 
their attendant, will at the accustomed periods 
call for their rations in tones or sounds which 
we express by o and u, indicating a state of 
joy, or hope they feel of immediately gratifying 
their wants and relieving their sense of hunger. 

Animals that hav no voices hav no capacity to giv 
vocal expression to any sense or feeling they hav of 
guit or good; consequently they must ever remain 
as a species without any knowledge of or disposition 
to worship any God. Human beings, preéminently 
endowed with powers of vocal utterance, hav used 
these exceptional gifts to giv expression to and to 
magnify a multiplicity of guits, goods, or Gods ; on 
this account they must ever stand at the head as 
God-worshipers. 

The undeveloped savage has fewer gutis or gods 
than the civilized man who worships. The civilized 
man concentrates his minor gutis into one supreme 
good, God, whom he claims to exist in multitudinous 
forms of manifestation, assuming that all his good 
things of life originate from the one source, which 
he worships and calls God. 

The development of the vocal organs and the 
varied uses we can make of these sounds in their 
modifications, and combinations with the consonants, 
are not special gifts or endowments, as the ancients 
supposed, given to distinguish man from the brute 
creation at the beginning of his existence; but they 
are the acquisitions, unavoidable and obligatory, from 
his environments. Many savages yet are in a rudi- 
mentary and transitional state in their vocal powers, 
yet those vowel sounds are used to represent their 


feelings; of course less definitly, but in the same 
way as they do with us. 

Their good things are so extremely limited in 
number compared with ours, that the few words or 
sounds they utter are chiefly those which express 
their physical condition as affected by what we call 
good and evil. l 

Max Miller, in his “ Origin and Analysis of Lan- 
guage,” says: “The chief distinction between man 
and animals consists in men beginning millions of 
years ago to develop language, and in time becoming 
able to hand down to succeeding*generations the 
accumulations of labor of countless generations in 
the sacred shrine of language. We hav not made 
our language ourselvs, we hav received it." Our lan- 
guages hav been elaborated by the incessant labors 
of millions of millions of those who came before us. 
Whether those ancestors before us were hairy, 
whether they had tails, whether they walked on all 
fours, or whether they climbed trees, what does that 
matter to us? l 

We are beasts, and wild beaste. Take away lan- 
guage and man is lower than the dumb animals of 
the fields and forests. 

Modern philologists say that savage man never 
attached enough importance to these vowel sounds, 
represented by v and o, to worship a divinity or the 
unseen power that bestowed upon them the organs 
and the ability to use them. "They sought, desired, 
and cherished the gute, gode, chod, or good, but 
they never abbreviated the sound, and could not 
write or express it with a capital G'; so with them it 
is not a symbol of their conceptions of a creator. 

Civilized man with his fertil imagination, his 
boundless resources in the realms of the mysterious 
and his inventiv genius in the ideal, could alone 
transfer the origin of these gute or good things of 
life from the natural and earthly to the supernat- 
e and invisible, and worship them with the name 

od. 

Little do the pious worshipers know, in their 
flippant use of this term, of its origin and how they 
came to hav it in their vocabulary. If the glottis, 
in its function to protect the trachea and lungs from 
irritating foreign matter, had taken a different 
shape in the process of evolution, and had not been 
capable of emitting these vowel sounds as we now 
express them, we would hav been without them and 
consequently without a God. 

As Max Müller says, millions of years elapsed 
with our ancestors merely uttering these sounds, to 
indicate the state of animal feelings. It was all 
they knew then. As language was millions of years 
growing, 80 also were the ideas and thoughts which 
language expresses. 

When the time had arrived for the priestly order 
to appear, these vowel sounds which had long been 


but the expression of the emotions, furnished a. 


happy idea to the priesthood, in virtue of their divine 
office, to make of thema gude or good divinity, a 
God, and add it to the list of their objects of wor- 
ship—ons that would be popular with all classes 
that enjoyed good and wished to see it promoted in 
society. m 

So they hav given us a God, a name and an object 
that excites our reverence, our gratitude, and trust 
so far that science, light, and logic are not able 
to dislodge it from our affections. To attempt such 
a task, would be to forfeit our right to inherit the 
kingdom over which God presides. 


In process of time, as the lingual organs developed, 
by the aid of the consonanis men found out they 
were able from these original vowels to express 
themselvs in diversified forms, in various shades of 
thought and feeling, and built up a language, the 
roots of which can be traced to these vowels. 

We hav a class of English words containing these 
primitiv sounds which from their meanings suggest 
their derivativ ancestry ; all expressing in some sense 
or form what belongs toa list of good things—i.c., 
love, joy, hope, comfort, home, order, honor, unity, 
duty, purity, just. 

These words, and many more, are formed by em- 
bracing as their root these good, or godly, sounds, 
indicating the idea and sense of comfort meant by 
the utterer. 

In carrying this basic theory of language further, 
we will find that three or four of the most prominent 
vocal tones now in use, answered for primeval 
man, and these can be classified to come under a Spe- 
cific vowel. As.o and v indicate joy, comfort, good, so 
a, €, and ? represent anguish and evil. When men 
and domestic animals, from pain, or fright, or a sense 
of danger, become excited, the reaction on the system 
will generally intensify muscular contraction, to 
which the glottis will respond, with the impulse and 
effort to shriek, or scream, in tones to startle the list- 
ener, to fise from the danger, or to come to the rescue. 
Something bad or evil is at hand, and the sounds of 
the vowels a and e are uttered in the shrill tones of 
alarm. ; 

So we find a class of words in which these vowels 
are used, the meanings of which are opposit to many 
of those containing o and v, and which express an 
opposit state of the mind and feelings, representing 


as they do the evil or bad things we encounter in the 
world. 


Pain, anguish, danger, agony, awful, madness, 
sad, damn, satan, demon, bad, baleful, evil, 
distress, grief, misery, mean, meager, all these and 
many more words may be included in one general 
term, as expressing evil. These priestly orders, then, 
in attempting to expound their theories of metaphys- 
ics, hav ample pretext here for making a divinity, an 


invisible agency, to preside over and inflict evil, and 


personify it as the do-evil, now contracted to devil. 

A late writer on ancient religions says: “Plato 
conceived of the Highest as the Good; and either 
from the prevalence of Platonism, or from some more 
ancient source, whence Platonism itself came, the word 
God is probably derived. In the Saxon, Swedish, and 
Danish languages, good is written god ; in Dutch, 
goed ; German, gut, pronounced goot; in Persian, 
chod. In Saxon and Dutch, the name for deity is 
God ; in Swedish and Danish, Gud, in German, 
Gott ; in Persian, Choda, or Goda. Tt seems likely 
that the title of God and the devil (d'evil) applied to 
the great contending powers supposed to sway the 
universe, originated in the old Persian ideas concern- 
ing Ormuzd, the prince of the Good, and Arimanes, 
of Evil." e : 

In the genesis of life, affer the brain was developed 
so as to retain impressions and recur to past events, 
it would soon follow as 2 result that in motions of the 
larynx, tongue, lips, and teeth during utterance of 
sounds, a variety of tones and modulations could 
be produced at will. At the point of these abrupt 
changes in the voice, a sudden break in the sounds 
enabled the speaker to make and use what we call 
the consonants, and so diversify his utterances as to 
express a varied and wider range of his thought and 
feelings. Out of these early, crude efforts of primitiv 
man, language in all its perfection has grown, and 
lifted him to the pre-eminence he now occupies in nat- 
ure as a moral and intellectual being. It was by 
using the consonants g and d with o he made god. 

From being able at first to express his emotions 
and feelings, his capacity to impart his thoughts and 
reasonings followed. The phenomena of nature ex- 
cited him to inquiry and research to account for the 
cosmos, to trace ifs existence to a cause. In these 
feeble speculations, not finding in matter itself what 
could be an adequate force according to his concep- 
tion, in directing his vision upward he was im- 
pressed with the existence of an unexplored and im- 
penetrable realm where he intuitivly located the 
power that created and controls the universe. 

This, his faith in the God he has made, and 
his hope in the future of a home in the heavens 
above, near his creator forever, is the outcome of his 
selfishness, as the only exceptional creature for God's 
favors. 

In the growth of language from a few simple 
sounds uttered in monosyllables, we hav a complex 
vernacular derived from many tongues, in which is 
lost, by changes of spelling and pronouncing, the 
original tones that served to divide these primitiv 
vowels into the two classes, expressing good and 
evil. The consequence is, words that served. this 
purpose once, which retain the original meaning, can 
not be recognized by the vowels they contain or in 
their pronunciation as expressing either the good 
or evil feelings we experience. 

The objection that the mags of words we use con- 
taining these vowels hav no reference to our good or 
evil feelings, is met by the artificial and complex 
changes that hav largely destroyed the original sim- 
ple purposes that prompted the primitiv utterance of 
these sounds. 2E 

As Max Müller says, our language, this use of 
words, is & legacy from our ancestors in their 
struggles up through centuries from their anthro- 
poid progenitors. All through that period these 
primitiv sounds of the species hav been preserved 
and hav become embalmed and treasured as the im- 
mortal emblems of human experience upward from 
zero to our present civilization. 

In our impatient vehemence and sternness of de- 
nunciation and contempt for the legacy of these 
past ages, let us not forget our humble origin and 
deny that charity and forbearance are any longer 
virtues, and say that no mercy should be shown to the 
relics still lingering among us of what is esteemed 
an inheritance from those ancient divinities. 

All systems of religion, metaphysical theorier, and 
theological dogmas that ever racked the human 
brain, are the outgrowth or product of attempts at 
reasoning and speculation, prompted by the excita-, 
tion of the nervous system. Pleasure and pain, or 
the good and evil, to which man was subjected in 
the infancy of the race, engaged his feeble mental 
faculties, and he endeavored to account for them by 
the aid of such light as existed in his limited horizon. 
From that early day to this, he has been wrestling 
with the problem to little purpose. : 

The gods or demons to which the ancients as- 
cribed their authorship, are still popular with 
the church. The prayer of Zoroaster to the Persian 
Ormuzd, the author and source of good, was to be 
delivered from Arimanes and the Dev, who torture 
and punish with evil. 
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The Gresks had their thirty thousand demons 
good and evil, a ssparate demon for each vice or vir- 
tue, but Obristians, accepting the Hebrew theology 
of one Jehovah as the basis of their faith, group all 
influences in the world which they esteem as the 
good inio one category, and name the demon or 
divinity, the invisible power from whence they all 
come, the good or God, and what we feel and believe 
are of the evil class or group they ascribe to the insti- 
gation of the one evil power, which has different 
names but is best known as the devil. Our first 
religious literature was written in Greek, by authors 
developed among myths and demons, which accounts 
for the unceriainty of its teachings, and for the vari- 
ous interpretations given to it by the teachers or 
priests of the different sects. 

. The late revisers of the Bible, who are the very 
highest authority, and knowing God originated as 
here set forth, tell us in their Companion to the 
revised copy that the word of God should never hav 
been put in that volume; but the Hebrew Jehovah 
should hav been retained. Jehovah was not always 
good or Gott, therefore he was not entitled to that 
name. By this false translation the Saxon Gott, who 
was the author of gaod only and not of evil, was 

‘made the author of bith good and evil, the same as 
Jehovah, as recorded in the text. This gross mis- 
representation of Gott, in making it or him the 

author of evil, has given it or him a character that 
justly exposes him to all the criticisms, the gibes, 

-and caricatures of the Infidel and scoffer. The re- 
.visers saw the mistake of translation, felt the pre- 
-dicament, but in their dilemma they dare not brave 
public opinion and venture to rectify it. Vox pop- 
-uli vox dei. 

This word or sound which we symbolize with three 
letters, G-o-d, we see owes its existence to a.remote 

. and humble source. It has been pronounced with 
reverence, glorified and honored, till by its extensiv 

recognition and acceptance it has expanded into 

‘something beyond human comprehension, embracing 
-the invisible worlds, and become a name fcr the 
ideal, the unknown first cause. What cannot man 
accomplish in the line of invention and discovery, by 

indulging his imagination, when he can make a God, 

.a creator, out of a sound he produces, or his primeval 
-ancestors produced, in giving vent to their feelings 
by explosions of air through the glottis—a method 
they adopted to communicate, in this vague way, 
. with one another? 

This purposely or stupidly misleading translation 
-of the Bible, the chief literature of priests and peo- 
.ple for centuries, not only in respect to the use that 
-has been made of the word gott in substituting it 
for Jehovah, with a capital G, and making it respon- 

sible for the abominations and brutalities on record, 

.and sanctifying them as of divine origin, has kept 
.believers in a worse than menta! and moral vassalage. 
It. has helped to make and keep them ignorant, 
superstitious, savage, and vengeful. Many of the 
more enlightened clergy know this, but their oraft 
has deified the record as a holy book and the word 
of God, till their deluded followers hav this infatua- 

. tion so confidently established that they will not 
consert nor suffer i$ to be disparaged or corrected by 
any human judgment or finite authority. 

.. As humble and unheralded as this God has come, 
to us, many good people accept the word as a sym- 
bol of an infinit, eternal cause. Is it wise then to 
shock and repel with horror all such by open warfare 

. On his existence, or by denying all right or, authority 


^ for such a being? 


The masses sre honest in their faith. Is it not 
much the wiser and better way not to repudiate, 
deny, and scoff, but leave them with their cherished 
faith and explain to them its history, its. origin, and 
source? Giy them the facts and unfold to them the 
processes by which we hav been. deprived of the 
whole truth, and thereby hav been deceived. and led 
astray in our conceptions of. theology, religion, and 

duty. Convince them that our desire and aim is to 

enlighten them in what is right and true, to hold on 

to all that is good or God, and to purify ourselys of 

all that is evil or false, in thought or deed, in faith 

and works. T. E, LoxcsHonx. 
Philadelphia, Ost., 1890. 
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Ingersoli Secular Society, 
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W. D. Fisher, Attleboro Falls, Mass. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union....... 
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W. Barnard, s Lc CRM 
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_ John Downes, Steubenville, O.......................ssssee. 1 00 
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m Davenbaugh, oe ENG PETRE 5. coe, coveec ce 1 00 
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D. Manson, Jr., Shreve, O, s «d «be » 1 00 


W. W. Wilson, Spicelacd, Ind. 
G. B. Van Ness, Mechanicsburg, 
J. W. Crozier, Pittsburgh, 
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L. K. Washburn, Boston.............. eene 100 
8. G. Sharpless, Chicago. (new member)...... 100 
L. Taylor, Rarden, O. ss $677 aapne 1 00 
B. E. Taylor, Rarden, O. S MEETS 1 00 
Wm. Lorey, Portsmouth, O. D VE penisi 1 00 
J. L. Treuthart, Portsmouth, O. — *' in — 1 00 
Elizur Wright Secular Society of Alliance, O., 
through R. G. Smith................. cernere 00 
Joseph Simpson, Columbus, O. (new member)....... 1 00 
W. J. Dutton, Kilmer, O...............eeeeeeeeeeeene nte 00 
Massillon, O., Secular Union charter fee, through 
M. Hopkins...........e eere s 00 
Alex. Risk, Aurora, Ia...................eesse ; 5 00 
E. C. Warton, Philadelphia, Pa. (new membe es 1 00 
G. A. F. de Lespinasse, M.D., Orange City, Ia. 
(Guarantee Fund).................. ences eere nee 10 00 
W. F. Lerich, Houtzdaie, Pa. (Guarantee Fund) ... 5 00 
George P. Dreisbach, Glen City, Pa..................... 00 
Total. — — — $655 00 
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The following pledges for this fund hav been received 
(where already paid, they will be found counied in with the 
regular coniributions for this month as per above list) : 


$100 00 
100 00 
10 00 
5 00 
Total amount of pledges to date............ $215 00 
F. C. Menne, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 1, 1890. 
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“Ts This Your Son, My Lord!" 


In 1885 the Freethinkers of New York state held 
a notable convention in ihe staid and orthodox city 
of Albany. 

Many things interesting and memorable happened 
at that convention, things which I cannot help 
regarding as important steps in the progress of a 
great evoiution. Seward Mitchell was there, and 
distributed copies of his paper, the World's Re- 
former. Some biackguards connected with the 
Young Men's Ohristian Association, eager to display 
their zeal, and anxious to grasp at any pretext for 
making an outcry against the Freethinkers, caused. 
Mitchell to be arrested ona charge of circulating 
obscene matter. The falsity of the charge was as. 
manifest as the wickedness of the effort to scandalize 
the Freethinkers, and being readily exposed, Mitchell 
was honorably discharged, but the incident gave rise 
to a good deal of warm discussion among the Free- 
thinkers concerning their rights and their policy in. 
such matters. 

At this convention I first met Helen Gardener, 
and coming thence on the boat to New York I en- 
joyed the charm of her conversation almost all the 
way. The discussion provoked by the Seward 
Mitchell incident was taken up by us, and many 


golden thoughts came from her that day by which I 
‘knew she was as earnest in the hope of a better hu- 
manity as Seward Mitchell himself. She then prom- 


ised me that she would write a book in which she 
would say things that we agreed needed to be ssid. 
F looked for the fulfillment of that promis for many 
a long expectant day, for I knew that she was amply 
capable and fully equipped to do just what she 


‘promised, and I knew of no one else to do the needed 


work. Then came “ Men, Women, and Gods.” No! 
That was not the book I expected. Powerful as it 


, was, and welcome as it was, if was not the book she 
‘had promised me, and I was disappointed. Then. 


the world was startled with “Sex and Brain,” and 


: women were taught that they might not, after all, 


be so inferior as Paul said. But this was not the 
promised book. Thea, “A Thoughtless Yes.” Not 
yet the book she promised. I had begun to think 
that promis would never be redeemed, and I had 
already begun to deplore the loss which the failure 
would entail, when, behold! “Ig This Your Son, 
My Lord?" In this book I realized the ample ful- 
fillment of a noble promis. 

No novel “written for a purpose” was ever more 
bright, sprightly, and interesting. It is marvelously 
true to the life, showing on the part of its gifted au- 
thor not only a wonderful knowledge of human nat- 
ure but the photographic fidelity of a real artist ix 
delineation. One great merit of the book is that the 
moral lessons it is intended to inculeate are conveyed. 
without the appearance of dogmatizing. They come 


'| along naturally and spontaneously as incidents to tho 


story and are stated in such a common-sense way that: 
they make the strongest possible appeals to the 
gense of right. It is a tumultuous outburst of radica: 


0 thought upon vitel subjects, all the more irresistible 


because so long repressed, and its effects will be to 
Sweep away many strongly intrenched fallacies. Ii: 
is plain to me that during the years which hav passed. 
since the Albany convention, the author's brain 
has been activly at work, and that in her book the 
condensed thought of these years is presented. 

The story ia one of common life, and with dra- 
matic pathos it tells of the misery bred by our sharm 
civilization. It shows the moral leper posing in our 
superficial society as & model of righteousness, and. 
it shows the rottenness of the pedestal on which he 
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poses. Itis a powerful protest against the degrada- 
tion cf women. It tells that the time hss come 
when the true relation of the sexes shall be estab- 
lished. It is a frank, fearless, ringing plea for a 
higher civilization, a wider knowledge and better 
conditions of life. Above all, it teaches, in a way that 
no theologian bas ever been able to teach, and in & 
sense thas no ecclesiastic has ever been able to com- 
prehend, that “the wages of sin is death.” 

The charscters are types. They are familiar to us 
al. Mr. Mansfield, deacon, school trustee, select- 
man, eto., giving his son a Comstockian training, 
whereby his life is blighted, and dying before that 
training fructifies in his son's ruin. Preston, the son, 
possessing the possibilities of a noble life but swept 
on by the influences of his father's training until, 
after awakening to a keen sense of the wrong by 
which he has been defrauded of hia manhood, he 
meets a tragic fate. Harvey Ball, an honest, out- 
spoken searcher after truth, ready to follow wherever 
reason may lead. Fred Harmon, the typical college- 
bred youth whose rowdyism must conform to the 
most approved style—such a kind of young man as 
naturally develops into Judge Carpenters, making 
frantic efforts to appear respectable by the condem- 
nation of Heywoods, and with neither brains nor 
common honesty enough to see that the price paid 
for such sham respeciability, even though the pay- 
ment be extorted from others, is grossly in excess of 
its value. 

This book will unsettle the foundations of the 
church more than any book that has appeared for a 
Jong time, for it will compel honest thought upon 
vital subjects. That honest thought is what the 
church most dreads, and those subjects the church 
cannot afford to hav thought about. It is not the 
attacks upon orthodoxy which crop out at frequent 
intervals throughout the book that will hav this 
effect, but the fact that the author strikes direotly at 
the root of a monstrous evil upon which the very 
existence of the church depends. Stubbornly blind 
to what ihe world might be if ruled by science and 
love instead of by ignorance and brutality, the only 
teaching of ihe ehurch concerning the origin of life 
is that we are “ born in sin and conceived in iniquity,” 
which is tantamount to saying that our fathers were 
old Turks and our mothers should hav been ashamed 
of themselvs. Such teaching not merely ignores the 
boundless love that leads women to pass through 
the valley of the shedow in testimony of their devo- 
tion to men, but it staende as a direct insult to every 
human being, and it is high time that the fact were 
proclaimed as bravely as the author proclaims it 
by the pubiiestion of this book, that in so far as this 
teaching is trve it is directly the fault of the church, 
and that humanity demands something different. 

The inexorable fact of human life is that effect fol- 
lows cause. The church has always tried to ignore 
this, and to keep back the knowledge of it, but the 
world is being awakened with a terrible awakening, 
and it will reproach the church with the bitter ory of 
Preston Mansfield over his father’s grave—'' Damn 
him! He has robbed me of myself!” 

Ep, W. CnmawszRLAIN, 
——— 7$ 
Plenty of Christs. 
From the Times. 

The Indian is not alone in his expectation of an 
early appearance of a new messiah, as numerous in- 
stances are on record where, within the last two 
or three years, the more civilized and better- 
educated white men and black men cf America hav 
professed to hav received revelations, and in some 
cases to be the Christ himself. 

It was only in the summer of 1888 that one Patter- 
son, of Tennessee, went sround preaching that a 
wonderful thing was to happen; and when he thought 
the times were ripe he declared that the second ad- 
vent of Christ had come, in the person of A. J. 
Brown, who had served ss Patterson’s assistant. 
These two fanatics secured a large following as 
they went forth preaching their new doctrin, promis- 
ing to forgiv sins and heal all diseases. It was 
finally announced that Brown must go up into the 
mountains and fast for forty days and nights in 
order that he might be fittingly prepared for the 
mission intrusted to his hands. He suddenly dis- 
appeared, and nothing was seen of him for many 
days. When the prescribed period had passed, on 
a Sabbath morning in June, his followers went out 
toward the hills, and suddenly he appeared before 
them, clothed in white, and hia hands uplifted. A 
great shout went up, and the people rushed toward 
bim, falling upon their. knees and kissing hia feet. 
Many who were ill declared themselvs healed by 
his touch. So great was the fanaticism of these 
people that one girl declared she was ready to die 
to prove her faith, and the non-believers around 
the town of Soddy, where these things happened, 
became so fearful that humen life would be sacrificed 
that they sent for the sheriff, at Chattanooga, and it 
required all his power to compel Patterson and 
Brown to leave the neighborhood, that quiet might 
be restored. E 

A yesr later, in 1889, occurred that remarkable 
‘series of impositions upon the credulity of the 
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colored people, where one man after another pro- 
claimed himself as the Christ, promised miracles, 
drew crowds of excited men and women from ‘their 
labors, and created consternation in those portions 
of the South where their: performances were carried 
On. In one case a man nearly white, who gave his 
name as Bell, went among the negroes who lived 


along the Savannah river and proclaimed himself 
as the returned Obrist, crying out that those who 
hoped to be saved must giv up everything and 
follow him. Hundreds believed him, left the cotton 
fields, the sawmills, and the turpentine stills, and 
followed Bell, obeying his lightest word and ready 
to fall down at his feet in worship. So great was 
the disturbance that the authorities were led to 
arrest Bell, and when he was taken his followers 
would hav torn his captors to. pieces and rescued 
him hed he given the word. He told them to be 
patient, declaring that an angel would some to him 
and bresk his prison doors by night, snd that he 
could not be harmed. As he had some money in his 
possession he was not held for vegrancy, and al. 
though thought not to be in his right mind was 
soon discharged from custody. He then continued 
his preaching, followed by even greater crowds 
than before; announced that the world would 
come to sn end on August 16th; that all white 
` men would then turn black and all black men 
white, and that he could supply all who wished 
to ascend on the last day with wings at $5 a pair. 


When Bell was finally seni to his proper place 
—an insane asylum—Edward Jemes, à colored 
justice of the peace in the same neighborhood, 
announced himself as the messiah and proceeded 
to put forward claims as extravagant as those of 
Bell. He repeated the declaration of Bell that 
the end of the world was coming August 16th, 
preached that money was no longer of any use 
in the world, and prevented the employers of 
labor in that section from obtaining needed help. 
James was finally arrested and sent to the state 
insane asylum at Milledgeville. Yet another negro 
appeared in Oherokee county with the same pre- 
tensions; another in Camden, and a woman in 
Brunswick attempted the performance of miracles. 
In each of these cases the excitement was short- 
lived, but fanatical ignorance was provided in suffi- 
cient portions to make trouble while it lasted. 


A very marked example of imposition upon the. 


one Side and blind oradulity upon the other, the 
basis being a claim of the visible Christhood in the 
flesh, is furnished in the career of George J. 
Schweinfurth at Rookford, Ill. In the oases above 
cited the claimants were obscure aud ignorant men, 
while the dupes were of the lowliest among the 
freedmen, who were guided only by their emotions 
and had no help from culture and education either 
in themeelvs or in the community around them. 
Vastly different was the Rockford delusion, spring- 
ing up in the most intelligent section of tha West, 
at the behest of the wife of & Congregational minis- 
ter, who preached that in her own person were the 
attributes of the risen Lord. It is some sixteen 
years since Mrs. Dora Beekman advanced this claim, 
and her followers were at first few in number, but 
they were strong in faith, end they located their 
church at Byron, near Rockford, and went zealously 
to work. Mr. Beekman, nob believing in the new 
doctrin, was torn by conflicting doctrins until finally 
he found relief in insanity and an asylum. 


Among the converts finally came Schweinfurth, 
a young Methodist minister of pleasing address and 
appearance and of some mental power. He waa 
soon installed as bishop and sent forth upon mission 
labor. After a time, as in the case of Ann Lee, the 
founder of Sbakerism, Mrs. Beekman’s claim of im- 
mortal life was disproved by her death, and the 
shrewd bishop stepped into the breach, declaring 
that the divine spirit had passed from their former 
leader to himself. The claim was allowed, and tc- 
day he is worshiped by hundreds, not merely as the 
Christ returned to the flesh, but as the maker and 
ruler of the earth as well. 

These claims, made in the open light of the nine- 
teenth century and allowed by people who hav the 
means of finding the truth by a little investigation, 
show that men are about what they always hav been, 
and furnish an excuse for ihe wonderfa! spiritual 
impostures of the past. The various performances 
of the faith curists might also be cited as illustre- 
tion of the same poiut. 

The impositions and vagaries above mentioned 
hav been the performances of a class, and to enumer- 
ate all the religious fanaticisms and delusions of indi- 
viduals recorded in America even in the last two 
years would demand an unreasonable expansion of 
space. One noted insiance was that of Mrs. Pauline 
King, the colored woman of Oakridge Park, Ill., who 
advertised that, as she had fastsd forty days, she 
would publiely turn water into wine as had been 
done at the marriage feast at Cana of Galilee. 
When ihe people had gathered on the appointed 
day she had a jar filled with water from a neighbor- 
ing well; led in a hymn and prayer, and then tested 


the contents of the jer and found nothing but 
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water; and her leadership was gone thou 
her faith remained. i TES in 
_A brother and sister named Boland at High Prai- 
rie, Kan., became so excited at a religious revival 
that they went home and built a fire on the floor of 
their house, danced around it, and would hav been 
burnt to death had not the neighbors come to the 
rescue. John Kuhni, a quiet laborer in a Wisconsin 
cheese factory, could not convert his room-mate, and 
80 he killed him, because he would be better dead 
than alive; eut out his heart to see if it was black, 
and buried it separately from the rest of the body, 
that it might not cause the whole body to go to heil. 
The people of a certain portion of North Carolina 
were greatly stirred up early this year by the preach- 
ing of a number of Baptist ministers that the world 
would come to an end before the close of the year. 
In Alabama certain churches of the Shermanite 
denomination had the end set for a certain day in 
February, and when it atrived they met at various 
places of worship and spent the forencon in singing 
and praying, sed only went home when sunset 
showed them that some one had made a serious mis- 
calculation in the date. - l 

Early in 1888 one Silas Wilcox made his appear- 
ance in western Missouri, preaching but one doctrin 
—the eare of the sick. Of course, he goon gathered 
a little band around him, the members of which took 
unto themselvs the name Samaritans. As his influ- 
ence extended his creed expanded, and he finally de- 
elared that the drinking of blood would heal all man- 
ner of diseases, because the Bible declared that the 
blood was the life. In many cases children were 
found who had been bled that the elders might be 
restored, and the strong arm of the law had to be 
evoked before the practice was suppressed. Before 
the Rev. Stephen Nolan of Kentucky died, in Janu- 
ary jast, he declared that he had had three bodily 
visitations from Ohrist. In Indiana, in April, Clyde 
Long, & boy of seventeen, declared that he was 
Christ, and must be crucified. He erected a cross 
and begged to be nailed upon it, and when refused, 
took a knife and cut himself in a fearful manner. 

Another instance was that remarkable exodus from 
Oskland, Cal, last April, when Mrs. Woodworth 
prophesied that many cities would be buried by 
earth quakes and tidal waves on the 14th, and many 
persons became so impressed that they packed their 
goods into wagons and fled to the hills, where they 
sat down to wait for the destruction that never came. 
Patrick Gorman set out to starve himself in & Con- 
necticut jail because, he said, God had ordered him 
so to do, and for many days kept it resolutely up. 
William Thompson, of Kansas, attended Adventist 
meetings in El Dorado to such purpose that he went 
home and attempted to put his family out of the 
world a little before the end that he believed was 
near, but was overpowered and kept under restraint 
until the excitement wore away. James Baily was 
arrested in Alabama only three months ago for ob- 
taining money from the colored people upon the 
pretense that he wes high priest of the queen of 
heaven and could cure any ill by a touch. Mrs. Sul- 
livan, of Springfield, O., became exceedingly devout, 
gab up at night and read her Bible, talked and 
thought of nothing but religion, and finally con- 
structed an altar in her house, upon which she pre- 
pared to sacrifice her six-monthe-old babe. She 
stripped it naked, placed it upon the altar, and 
reached for a knife, when the opportune entrance of 
otber persons saved its life. ; 

In October the newspspers told the fearful story 
of that religion-erezed son and daughter in Michigan 
who determined that their bedridden mother needed 
to be baptized, and poured water over her until she 
died. Mrs. Woodworth, who was responsible for the 
Oakland exodus, moved her tent to St. Louis and for 
weeks kept up a scene of religious frenzy, scores fall- 
ing unconscious each evening, seeing visions, receiv- 
ing communications from the dead, and being cured 
of physical evils. 

None of these events—and scores of like character 
might be added—bears testimony against true and 
reasonable religion, but they plainly show what bu- 
man belief can be led to, and the harm that can be 
done by unscrupulous or misguided men and women. 
The recent Indian craze is only a portion of that 
mysterious wave that has swept over the human emo- 
tions from the beginning of time—the Indian show- 
ing that he is neither stronger nor weaker than his 
brother of other hues. _ 

Responsibility for the Indian Craze. 
From the Tribune. 


To what extent the Indians sre accountable for 
the superstition that is now raging so fiercely among 
them isa problem. One of the recent reforms in- 
augurated by the Indian bureau in its effort to teach 
the red psople self-government according to our 
ideas, is a police court composed of Indian judges. 
Its inferior officers are also Indians. Its processes 
are served by Indian clerks and its decrees enforced 
by Indian policemen. These officials are selected by 
the white man in control of the agency, who pos- 
sesses an appellate and a general supervisory tunc- 


tion. At a recent session of one of these courts, 
held at Standing Rock, the principal Sioux agency, 
some sixty miles south of Bismarck, N. D., the pre- 
cise character of the superstition was revealed in the 
testimony of Wal-tit-e-win, who claims to be the 
mother of the Indian messiah. She said that her 
son was a divine being; that he was now on the 
earth preparing for its regeneration ; that the Indians 
were his chosen people, and that the whole western 
continent was to be given over to them; the white 
man was to be driven from the land, and simultane- 
ously the Indians who now sleep were to be resur- 
rected and forever confirmed in the happy and peace- 
ful possession of their ancient dominions. 

It is not to be denied that this belief has taken a 
firm hold upon thousands of the bravest and most 
dangerous Indians, men to whom the evidence of 
their own senses will be no argument against the 
advisability of warlike enterprisea in support of the 
messiah’s mission. The situation is ominous. It 
portends an.Indian war upon a scale far surpassing 
such outbreaks as in past years hav been caused by 
ordinary discontent. It needs to be handled with 
the utmost delicacy—and all the more because of the 
analogy which can be drawn between the Christian 
religion and the prophecies of Wal-tit-a-win. We 
must remember that these prophecies are only a 
combination of the teachings of our own mission- 
aries with an ancient Indian belief concerning the 
coming of a Great Spirit, in whose wake will tread 
the vast army of the Indian dead. The return of 
the ghosts is an Indian superstition mush older than 
the American government. It was undoubtedly de- 
rived from intercourse with the whites. The en- 
tirety of this new religion is of Saxon origin. But 
the Indians hav lost sight of that, and in the ages 
that hav gone since they firat knew of the white 
usurper they hav come to believe in this notion and 
that of an Indian New Jerusalem 4s a peculiar faith of 
their own. 

The nature and extent of our embarrassment in 
any effort we may make to undeceive the Indians are 
well shown in & conversation recently reported be- 
tween Gall and a white visitor. Gall, if not the 
ablest, is by far the most powerful personage of the 
Sioux tribes. Around him is all the glamour of a 
romantic career, the impressivness of a noble phy- 
aique, the strength of a great orator, and the renown 
of a brave aud successful warrior. He is in every 
way ® man of distinction and ability, and without 
possessing anything in the nature of supreme au- 
thority, for the Sioux are the most communistie of 
Indians, he has still a vast influence among his peo- 
ple. Fortunately for us, since his return from the 
Canadian exile into which ithe Custer massacre car- 
ried him, he has been friendly to the American gov- 
ernment. He has traveled extensivly throughout 
the United States, visiting all our great cities, and 
becoming acquainted with our numerical strength 
and ovr immeasurable resources. It is in the high- 
est degree significant, therefore, when this Indian 
thoughtfully observes that he sees no more improbe- 
bility in the story of Wal-tit-a-win than in the relig- 
ion the white man asks him to believe. “I listen," 
he says. “I sit and listen and wonder. When they 
say the buffalo will come back snd the dead will 
breathe again, I wonder and doubt. But then I think 
of the strange things the white man believes in his 
religion, and that makes me wonder more. For if I 
say my people are crazy now, I must say that the 
white man has always been crazy, too. I hav seen 
and felt many things that before I would not hav 
thought could be.” 

_— 8 OO 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Tag lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 Hast 15th 
street, on Friday evening, December 5th, is by Reymond 8. 
Perrin; subject, ‘‘ Scientific Basis of Morals.” 


W. F. Jameson has a call to Arkansas, to which state he 
may go this winter sometime. He desires to visit Missouri, 
Iowa, and Kansas first. Address at Des Moines, Ia. 


To-morrow, Sunday, December 7th, Helen H. Gardener 
will relate her experience on “A Day in Court,” to the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, Bedford avenue and 
South Second street, Brooklyn, E.D., at 3 P.M. 


Ox Sunday evening, Dec. 7, 1890, Leo Miller will address 
the Chicago Secular Union at Princess Opera House, 558 
West Madison street. Subject, Tariff Laws and Laws of 
Trade Considered from a Social, Moral, and Econamic Point 
of View.” Beats free. Music at 7:45 p.m.; lecture at 8 p.m. 
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Tae normal effect of a certain class of realizations 
[those of eternal torment] upon the character would 
pe to produce an absolute indifference to the suffer- 
ings of those who were external to the church, and 
consequently to remove that reluctanca to inflict 
pain which is one of the chief preservativs of society. 
—Lecky. 
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Cammunications. 


" Christianity and Evolution. 
OHAPTER VI. 
THE DOOTRIN OF THE ATONEMENT. 


What meaning was attached to the doctrin of the 
atonement when first propagated is extremely doubt- 
‘ful at this late date of the world’s history. The So- 
cinians, however, maintained that Jesus did not suffer 
to make satisfaction for the sins of men ; that he died 
rather to demonstrate his divine mission—which was, 
to teach the doctrin of a resurrection to a future im- 
mortal life, the truth of which he desired to show by 
his own death and resurrection. Certain it is that 
there has been great dissgreement among the various 
sects as to what Jesus meant to teach in reference to 
his alleged “atonement.” If he meant that by his 
death he would obliterate the sins of mankind, some 
of his utterances are extremely misleading. Fur- 
ther, if this interpretation is to be put upon the 
words of Jesus, some of the leading sentiments of the 
Old Testament are altogether out of harmony with 
such teaching. __ 

The Old Testament proclaimed that the “Lord 
God was merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin.” 

But if the church doctrins respecting the atonement 
were true, how could God be said to be forgiving if 
he required the death of the innocent as an stone- 
ment for the sins of the guilty ? 

The Jews certainly had no idea of such a doctrin. 
They expected a triumphant messiah, not a suffer- 
ing one. 

Jesus himself said many things which were opposed 
to the idea that God would require the death of the 
innocent. In the Lord's prayer he bade his fol- 
lowers to forgiv others as they expected to be for- 
given; also when Jesus was asked how often a man 
should forgiv his brother, he replied by saying, Not 
seven times but seventy times seven (Luke xvii, 4). 
That there are other statements in the Old and New 
"Testament that contradict these, I know full well, 
but that only shows that the Bible is not an infallible 
guide either in sentiment or doctrin. History dem- 
onstrates most clearly that the doctrin of the atone- 
ment has undergone numerous transitions and that 
after many changes it finally developed into what 
is now known as the accepted doctrin of the church, 
and indeed of all the Christian sects, except the Uni- 
tarians. Let us, however, calmly examin this doctrin 
in the shining light of reason and common sense, and 
judge it at the bar of justice and humanity. Viewed 
in this light, what shall we find? We shall find the 
idea presented of a God who makes a man so imper- 
fect that his very first actions are sinful ; a God who 
is go revengeful that nothing can appease his wrath 
but the merciless sacrifice of human life. For four 
thousand years this God nursed his wrath ; then we 
are assured that he mercifully decided to sacrifice a 
part of himself in order to appease the vengeful 
Bpirit of the other part. 

In the second place, the Rationslist objects that if 
Jesus were God he could not. die—that the eternal 
could neither begin nor end; and, therefore, that 
either Jesus was not God, or bis alleged death was a 
mockery. And thirdly, that upon no principles of 
justice could the death of the innocent be allowed, 
—and it would not effect its object if it were. 

In what sense could the death of the innocent blot 
out the sins of the guilty? The past cannot be re- 
voked. A deed once done cannot be undone; and 
the death of the innocent, therefore, would only add 
another crime to those slready committed. 

in one of Mr. Henry Arthur Jones's plays, “The 
Silver King," this author makes his hero appeal to 
God to “put back the dial of time and giv him back 
his yesterday.” Even an omnipotent deity could 
not do this. Existence cannot be and not be at the 
same time. 

versa nothing on earth or in heaven can undo it. 
Dr. Martineau makes some excellent comments upon 
the immorality and the injustice of this doctrin. He 
says (Studies from Ohristianity, page 97), “ Now, I 
would note, in passing, that this announcement to 
Adam of an eternal punishment impending over his 
first sin is simply a fiction, for the warning to him 
is stated thus: ‘In the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die, from which our progenitor 
must hav been ingenious as 9 theologian to extract 
the idea of endless life in hell. But to say no more 
of this, what notion of veracity hav we here? When 
a sentence is proclaimed against crime, is it indiffer- 
ent to judicial truth upon whom it falls? Personally 
addressed to the guilty, may it descend without a lie 
upon the guiltless? Provided there is suffering is it 
` no'matter where? Is this the sense in which God is 
no respecter of persons? Oh, what deplorable re- 
flection of human artifice is this, that heaven is too 
veracious fo abandon its proclamation of menace 
against transgressors, yet is content to vent it on 
goodness the most perfect! No darker deed can be 
imagined than is thus ascribed to the source of all 


And once an event happens in the uni- 


perfection under the insulted names of truth and 
holiness. What reliance can we hav on the faithful- 
ness of such a being? If it be consistent with his 
nature to punish by substitution, what security is 
there that he will not reward vicariously? All must 
be loose and unsettled, the sentiments of reverence 
confused, the perceptions of conscience indistinct, 
where the terms expressiv of those great moral qual- 


ities which render God himself most venerable are. 


thus sported with and profaned.” 

Further, this learned author affirms that “The 
same extraordinary departure from all intelligible 
meaning of words is apparent, when the charge of 
vindictivness against the doctrin of sacrifice is re- 
pelled as a slander. If the rigorous refusal of par- 
don till the whole penalty has been inflicted (when 
indeed it is no pardon. at all) be not vindictiv, we 
may ask to be furnished with some better defini- 
tion.” The church, having adopted the doctrin of 
the atonement in all its inconsistency, cannot pos- 
sibly escape the consequences attendant upon its 
adoption. The more logical-minded representativs 
of the church hav long seen that the doctrin of the 
“fall” and that of the atonement stand or fall to- 
gether; and though a large number of the more 
liberal-minded among the clergy sometimes vaguely 
suggest that the alleged fall is “probably mythica),” 
they do not go the length of admitting that the 
doctrin of atonement is “probably mythical” also. 
The teaching of evolution in reference to these doc- 
trins is very plain. It goes to the root of them. It 
shows, first of all, that man is nota fallen being, but 
a rising one; that the history of the human race is 
one of constant struggle toward higher and better 
things, and that man to-day is better than he ever 
has been in the past. It demonstrates also that man 
can never sin against God; that if God were all- 
powerful he could prevent man from doing anything 
that was calculated to offend him; man being incs- 
pable of injuring God, he can never sin against him. 
And if he has never sinned against deity he does not 
need some one to atone for him. Oonsequently both 
dectrins—the doctrin of original sin and its necss- 
sary corollary, the doctrin of the atonement—are 
alike false, and are but an evidence of past ignorance 
and superstition which it requires only an age of 
knowledge and science to remove forever. 

Azruur B. Moss. 


—— 9-44. ——————— 
Clergymen Who Liv to Fleece the People 
Under Their Charge. 
From the New York World. 

On the streets of every city, every town, and in 
every village, from one end of Russia to another, the 
foreign traveler passes men whose habit is sufficiently 
distinct from those in other countries to attract 
attention. The habit in question consists of a long 
cloth gown that reaches to the ankles, a soft felt 
billy cock hat, and heavy top boots. The gown 
usually is black, but is sometimes blue, and is 
girdled snugly about the waist. Whether you meet 
one of these odd figures on the most fashionable 
street in St. Petersburg or in a remote village of a 
distant province, the dress, figure, and deportment 
are identically the same. 

These gentlemen are the pops, or “ white clergy,” 
of holy Russia. The long gown and severely simple 
attire are supposed to be in imitation of the savior 
when on earth, though not more than one pop ina 
hundred knows it, and the likeness is increased by 
wearing long hair. The eye of the World corre- 
spondent has probably rested with more or less 
searching scrutiny on a hundred of these orthodox 
Russian priests during the horseback ride from 
Moscow to the Crimea, and the result is that I hav 
decided to spell them without an e. 

By the Russians they are called both “pops” and 
“ popes.” Having so far failed to discover in the 
face of a single one of them an expression of benev- 
olence or a glimmer of the light of that righteous- 
ness of soul that we are accustomed -to associate 
with the title of pope, it is in no wanton spirit of 
irreverence that I choose to call them “ pops.” Nor 
is there the slightest fear of exciting resentment in 
the minds of any Russian outside the clergy, by so 
denominating these pastors. 

From the standpoint of an outsider the Russian 
pop cuts & comical, not to say contemptible, figure 
on the world’s stage. Viewing him from a plane 
beyond his sphere of influence, you feel like laugh- 


‘ing him off the boards, but install yourself among 


the people who are forced Lo hav dealings with him, 
and he changes from a comical to a serious character, 
whose deserts would be hootings and carrots rather 
than merriment. But because the pop is born into 
his position and inherits his characteristics from 
many generations of sires and grandsires, every one 
of whom was as incongruous and out of place in the 
garb of Christ as he, it behooves us not to be too 
uncharitable in our judgment. 

The Russian priest occupies a unique and unenvi- 
able position in the society of his own country as 
well as among the spiritual representatives of the 
earth. The Romish priest and the Protestant pastor, 
who take the initiativ in works of charity and keep a 
sharp eye on the morals of their parishioners, would 


| find in the heart and the deeds of the Russian pop 
no chord of sympathy. The pop rarely preaches 
sermons, and he takes no part in charitable works 
nor bothers himself about the moral welfare of the 
people. His interest in the benefice to which he has 
been assigned on ordination begins and ends with 
the amount of money he is able to squeeze out of his 
parishioners. As heneither pretends nor is expected 
to make any pretense to a life of morality, his meth- 
ods of adding to his income sre often strangely at 
variance with our ideas of what pertains to the office 
and functions of a priest. 

In some districts the pops receive small salaries 
from the government and in others grants of land, 
off which, with the addition of baptismal, marriage, 
burial, and other fees, they are required to make 
their living. Short of stealing and robbery with 
violence, the more unscrupulous of the clergy resort 
to any method of extortion and money-getting. 
Their most notorious methods are to act in their 
parishes as agents for the sale of certain brands of 
vodka, and by their own example and all manner of 
insinuating measures promote its consumption among 
the peasants. 

The imperial government looks with indulgent eye 
on the drunkenness of its subjects, and resents tem- 
perance agitation with almost as much jealousy as 
political, the reason being that the greater part of 
its revenue comes from the tax on liquor. The 
priests, who in other countries are ever foremost in 
checking the growth of intemperance, in Russia 
promote it by every means short of pouring vodka 
down the people's throats. With a view to commis- 
sions on its sale, the pops excuse its consumption by 
the too willing moujik on the most specious pre- 
tenses. He will even quote scripture to them to 
prove that there is no harm in getting drunk, his 
favorit quotation being: ‘“ Not that which goeth into 
the mouth of a man defileth him; but that which 
cometh out.” . 

The size of the pop's income depends as much on 
the ignorance, superstition, and oredulity of his 
parishioners, coupled with his own shrewdness, a8 
on the size and population of the parish. His legit- 
imate fees among the peasantry are three roubles 
for officiating at a funeral, one rouble at christenings, 
and one rouble for a private morning mass. At wed- 
dings he receives anything up to ten roubles, and at 
betrothals a bottle of red wine. In addition to 
these, however, he manages in one way or another 
to lay the moujiks under contribution to the extent 
of cultivating his land. 

A pop deems it no disgrace to get drunk, nor does 
he by loose living lose caste in the estimation of his 
parishioners so long as his looseness affects nobody's 
pocket but his own. In fact, in Russia as elsewhere, 
and among pops no less than among other people, 
the man of convivial habits is apt to be at the bot- 
tom & generous soul. 

Asa class the pops are cordially hated and despised 
by the Russian people. The peasantry regards 
them not as spiritual fathers, but as corrupt agents 
of the church, just as the police and the hordes of 
Officials who prey upon them are corrupt agents of 
the government. One set are disreputable tools of 
the church, the others of the czar. Both church and 
ezar they reverence, but they expect nothing but ex- 
tortion and corrupt practices from the minions of 
either. Among the peasants the worst-hated min- 
ions of the civil government are the uriadnike, a 
horde of nearly six thousand rural police, who, in 
1878, were let loose among them, with almost un- 
bridled powers of petty persecution. The uriadnik 
has become a by-word among the people, and ona 
par with him, in the estimation of the moujiks, ia 
what is known among them as the “ merchant pop.” 

For a drunken, dissolute clergyman the movjiks 
hav no special aversion, because in their eyes drunk- 
enness, even in a priest, is no sin, and, as before 
stated, they trouble themselvs little about what does 
not affect their own pockets. It is because the prac- 
tices of the * merchant pop’ do affect their pockets 
that they hold him in special abhorrence above 
others of the cloth. 

The “merchant pop” is a priest who is forever 
scheming to extort money from his parishioners. 
His ways of reaching their pockets are multifarious, 
and his ingenuity is exercised in preying on the 
credulity, the fanaticism, and the superstition of the 
wooden-headed moujik. The “merchant pop” not 
only acta as agent for the sale of vodka, for the 
greater consumption of which he multiplies the holi- 
days and merry-makings in his district, but he also 
concerns himself in the sale of icons, or holy images, 
and by granting bogus certificates of communion. 

Every orthodox Russian is required by law to pro- 
vide himself with a certificate, showing that he has 
partaken of the holy communion within the year. 
To backslide from the church is a penal offense for 
which thousands of Russians hav been transported 
to Siberia, and a subject of the czar known to bay 
been born in the orthodox faith, found by the police 
without a eucharistical certificate from his priest, 
would find himself in trouble. Under the surface 
dissent is rife; and it is in districts where dissatisfac- 
tion with the senseless rituals of the established 
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church abounds that the commercial pop flourishes 
and grows rich the easiest. For the heretics who 
come to him, roubles in hand, he makes out bogus 
certificates of communion, and those who think to es- 
cape notice he ferrets out and levies upon. 

The commercial pop bargains and chaffers over the 
fees for baptisms, weddings, and burials, and every 
religious service required of him by his people is a 
financial speculation. For roubles he will officially 
condone all offenses, and grant absolution for al) 
manner of evil-doing. Without pay he will neither 
pray for rain to revive the crops nor burn candles 
before the icon of St. Nicholas, the moujiks' fa- 
vorit saint. Much as they despise bim, the mou- 
jiks believe him to be the medium through which 
the blessings or the curses of the church and the 
asints affect them and their interests, and of this 
belief the commercial pop takes every advantage 
to transfer from their lean pockets to his own 
their hard-earned kopecks. Perhaps it was study- 
ing at close range the ungodly transactions of the 
commercial pop that brought Count Tolstoi to the 
conclusion that the primary duty of every minister 
of the gospel is to earn his own living as a hus- 
bandman. 

To the foreigner who has bsen accustomed to re- 
gard the wearers of the cloth with something akin 
to the same reverence that he feels for the church, 
the Russian pop and the place he oconpies in the 
minds of the people is something of an enigma. In 
the Russian mind the pop seems to hav no connec- 
tion with the church beyond a financial interest in 
its forms and ceremonies. The government has ap- 
pointed him official purveyor of baptismal forms, 
marriage rites, holy water, and masses, for which he 
receives fees, and by means of which he makes cap- 
ital out of the superstition and ignorance of the 
peasantry. 

The church they reverence; but the pop, who 
stands between it and the psople and acts the mid- 
dleman in dispensing or withholding its blessings, 
is the butt of the national satire and figures largely 
in popular songs and stories as a charlatan and a 
despicable fellow generally. The Russian who has 
committed some grievous sin, and is prepared to go 
to any ruinous length in regaining the favor of the 
saints, approaches the pop on the subject of special 
masses for the purpose in much the same spirit as 
he would approach a rascally dealer in spavined and 
broken-winded horses. He broaches the subject 
cautiously and in a roundabout manner, lest by ap- 
pearing too eager he betray to the pop the fact that 
his services are urgently required ; a piece of indis- 
cretion which he knows only too well would result 
in an immediate inflation of that gentleman's fees. 

On his part the pop, by means of long practice 
' and a hereditary insight into the workings of the 
Russian conscience, has acquired such an expertness 
in; detecting the very things that these would-be 
cheapeners of the holy functions try to conceal that 
he invariably gets the better of the bargain. It is 
this prostitution of the holy office to a bargaining 
and haggling over roubles and kopecks that is the 
secret of the pop's unenviable position. All business 
in Russia is transacted on a low moral basis. Every 
Russian merchant cheats and overreaches, as a mat- 
ter.of course, nor do customers expect anything bet- 
ter of them. The moujik feels no resentment against 
the man who tries to overreach him in a bargain for 
a red shirt; because if he fails in his bargaining 
with one merchant he goes to another. But with 
the dealer in masses and sacraments he is deprived of 
this freedom by the government, which has practi- 
cally given the pop of his parish a monopoly. If 
the mass merchant refuses to chant and burn candles 
for him, save at exorbitant rates, which he very often 
does, the extortionate rates hav to be paid. 

Russians will tell you that cases are common in 
the villages of pops refusing to bury the dead and 
administer the sacrament to the dying until the 
prices they demanded were forthcoming. Thus it 
has come to be a common saying among the people 
that “the pop takes money both from the living and 
the dead.” From what the World correspondent 
has seen and experienced among the Russians, how- 
ever, Iam far from taking a one-sided view of the 
matter between pops and people. Take the pops as 
they are, without any pretense to a higher degree of 
commercial morality than their parishioners, and it is 
a fair battle of wits between them. If the pops 
overreach the people in charging for their services, 
there is, on the other hand, not a communicant among 
their flock who would not, if he could, bamboozle 
the pop into praying for him and administering the 
sacrament to him for nothing. There are no people 
in the world so intent on getting something from 
some one else for nothing as the subjects of the 
czar. 

In addition to being hated and despised by the 
people the two orders of clergy in Russia—the black 
clergy or monks, and the white clergy or pops—hate 
and despise one another. The pops hate the monks 
because it is from their ranks that all the higher 
dignitaries of the church are chosen, and because 
the monastic orders attract nearly all the death-bed 
bequests of the wealthy, which they think might 


otherwise come their own way. This abhorrence is 
repaid with interest by the monks, who affect to 
despise the pops as being the * small rogues of the 
church,” and responsible for the scant esteem in 
which both orders are held by the people. 

One day, during the ride from Moscow to the 
Crimea, we met a pop on the road. A party of 
moujik tramps who were ahead of us met him first, 
and after they had passed him they, without any 
visible notice, wheeled round and walked straight 
across to the opposit side of the road. In explana- 
tion of this my companion informed me that it is 
considered bad luck to meet a pop on the road, and, 
by crossing his trail at right angles, thereby forming 
a cross behind him, the moujiks hoped to avert any 
calamity that would otherwise overtake them as a 
consequence of having met him. 

Many of the pops are men of fair education, but 
others are wofully ignorant, particularly of the 
scriptures. Sacha told me of a village pop who 
knew only one passage of scripture, and this he used 
to repeat over and over again as s regular order of 
service. .The congregation used to respond with the 
same. The passage was: “And Christ went down 
to Jerusalem.” 

One day the pop was thrown into consternation 
by hearing that a nobleman who owned an estate in 
the district was coming from St. Petersburg and 
would attend mass next Sunday. It would never do 
to betray to the nobleman the fact that he knew but 
one passage of scripture. He consulted & brother 
pop in the adjoining parish. This gentleman did not 
know any scripture at all but advised him as the 
easiest plan to substitute Bethlehem for Jerusalem 
for the occasion of the nobleman's visit. 

This was an easy thing for a man of education like 
the pop, but when it came to the responses the thick- 
headed moujiks forgot their pastors instructions 
about Bethlehem and bawled out the word they had 
from long usage grown accustomed to. The pop 
was furious. Forgetting the presence of the noble- 
man he shouted out: . 

“You wooden heads, it isn’t Jerusalem to-day; I 
told you it was to be Bethlehem !” 

Priests of this class are known to the Russians as 
“ one-masë pops.” Tuomas STEVENS, 


OHO 
What Was the Physical Cause of the Death 
of Jesus Christ ? 


From the Medical Record. 


This question, the discussion of which has lately 
been revived in the British Medical Journal (*), and 
participated in in various other quarters, would seem 
to hav been a puzzle both to the faculties of theology 
and medical science ever since biblical criticism has 
had a voice. And yet, if handled with frankness, it 
would not seem difficult of solution. 

In the first place, it seems to be admitted on all 
hands that Jesus did not die from the immediate and 
natural, or ordinary, effect of his suspension on the 
cross. This method of punishment was very com- 
mon among the Romans, Jews, and other nations of 
antiquity, and it is abundantly substantiated as a 
fact, in addition to its consistency with the estab- 
lished laws of human endurance, that the subject of 
it, when of ordinary health and strength, would sur- 
vive his torture for from two to four or even five 
days. But Jesus was suspended but about as many 
hours, or not above six st the most. Accordingly it 
was that when at the ninth hour, or 6 o'clock P=, 
Pilate was asked for his body, *he marveled if he 
were already dead” (Mark xv, 44). 

Nevertheless it has been the part, as it has been 
indeed the necessity, of orthodoxy to hold that when 
taken down from the cross by Joseph of Arimathea 
and laid away in the sepulcher (or recess in the 
rocky hillside), he was as veritably dead as the 
Boldiers who were sent to break the legs of the cru- 
eified supposed him to be; and many ingenious ex- 
planations hav been devised and argued to account 
for what, to those who stood by, must hav been so 
strange and unexpected. 

Without undertaking the task of setting forth and 
controverting these, and bearing in mind that the 
death of Jesus is nowhere represented by the evan- 
gelists or elsewhere as miraculous or other than nat- 
ural, let us examin the gospel narrativ with an un- 
prejudiced eye and see what honest inferences may 
be drawn therefrom. 

And let us bear in mind, too, that the accounts 
there found are not only all that we hav from which 
to make deductions, but that they are, at least ex- 
cepting their miraculous or supernatural features, of 
unquestionable credibility in all essential particulars, 
differences of detail even lending support to the 
main story; the capture, the trial, the crucifixion, 
the interment, and the reappearance of Jesus among 
the living, are- facts as assured to my mind as the 
taking of Jerusalem by Titus. No sufficient reason 
can be imagined for the invention of any of them, 


save only the resurrection, and that that really oc- 


curred so unexpectedly to all the disciples, the im- 


mediate and rapid spread of Christianity thereafter 


is alone sufficient evidence, since it is impossible to 
account for it in any other way. It was the “ im- 


mortality [believed to be] brought to light through 
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the gospel” that alone gave that gospel its enduring 
and conquering vitality, and is still both its chief 
support and the great stumbling-block of unbe- 
lieverg. 

What is spoken of by all the evangelists as the 


“ giving up the ghost” by Jesus—it is uncertain how 
long before he was taken down from the cross—was 
undoubtedly partial or entire syncope from exhaue- 
tion, aided perhaps by the desolation that he felt 
when he found, or thought he found, himself for- 
saken by his God (Mark xv, 34); or it might be even 
that he affected a condition of insensibility in order 
to escape such further cruelties as the supplying his 
thirst ‘with vinegar. 


However this may be, we can well believe that 


when the soldiers came to finish the barbarous work, 
by breaking the legs of the victims, they found him 
in a condition which men even less ignorant, stupid, 
and careless than they most likely were, would easily 
and naturally take for actual death. For Jesus, it 
must be remembered, was already worn nigh to ex- 
haustion with fasting and anxiety, to say nothing of 
his undoubted highly sensitiv organization. 


Here we come, in the gospel according to John 


(xix, 82-87, and xx, 27), to & plain solution of the 
whole great mystery. Soldiers were sent by Pilate, 
at the request of the Jews, to break the legs of 
Jesus and the two thieves, in order that the ensuing 
'" day of Preparation” might not be desecrated by 
their still hanging from the cross, and that they 
might be effectually disabled from escaping death. 
They practiced this horrible feat of cruelty on the 
companions in misery of Jesus, but when they came 
to him they found, or supposed that they found, 
him to be already dead, and accordingly neglected 
to complete what anatomists know must hav been a 
somewhat difficult job. 


“ But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his 


side, and forthwith came thereout blood and water.” 
Now, there is but one part of the human anatomy, 
it need not to be argued, where the thrust of a spear 
would naturally be followed by such a phenomenon 
as this, and that is in the region of the urinary . 
bladder. 


Moreover, while a wound like that would not im- 
mediately destroy life, and might eyen easily permit 
the sufferer to go or be conveyed about, and show 
himself from time to time for a few days, it would 
not, nevertheless, in view of the poor surgery of 
those times, and of the uncertain care, or even neg- 
lect, that a refugee would inevitably suffer, fail be- 
fore any long time to prove mortal. 

This, then, is the true story of the reappearance 


or resurrection of Jesus after his supposed death on 
the cross. 
hands of his friends, and placed in a horizontal pc- 
sition, he recovered, probably after some hours, from 
his state of syncope or collapse, and easily made his 


Removed to the cool tomb by the tender 


way to some selected refuge, leaving behind him the 
garniture of the grave which Mary, but not Simon 


Peter, took for angels clad in white raiment. Then 
he lingered out his few remaining days, securely 
concealed from his enemies, but revealed to we know 
not how many (in the disagreements of the evangel- 
ists) of his most trusted followers. : 


Oswego, N. Y. C. O. P. Cranx, M.D. 


m_m 
Tus use of science is to enable us during our pas- 


sage through life, on the one hand, to escape hurtful 


collision with the forces of nature which surround 
us; and, on the other hand, to gain their sid. As 
we may see from savage life, man, dependent upon 
his own personal powers, is a miserable creature. 
Every step he has risen from that low estate to the 
level of Newton, Spencer, Darwin, Wast, or Faraday, 
he owes to the aid of the forces of nature. For that 
aid and addition to his powers he is indebted to his 
knowledge and faith—knowledge of the unvarying 
order of facts, and faith in its persistence. For 
long ages this knowledge and faith were exercised , 
so to speak, unconsciously. It is only in very recent 
times that man has become conscious of the fact 
that the universe is a cosmos—that in his knowledge 
of this universal order, and in his faith in its eternal 
stability, lie the only means of his advance from 
lower to higher on the road of evolution. This 
knowledge and this faith is what we call science.— 
John Wilson, M.A.. 
_ nme 
I mear it was charged against me that I sought to 
destroy institutions, . ee 
But really I am neither for por against institutions, 
(What indeed hav I in common with them? or what 
with the destruction of them ?) f 
Only I will establish in the Mannahatta and in every 
eity of these states inland and seaboard, 
And in the fields and woods, and above every keel 
little or large that dents the water, 
Without edifices or rules or trustees or any argu- 


men 
The institution of the dear love of comrades. 
— Walt Whitman. 


————— iM fm ——— 
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The Evil of Religion. . 

Religion unaccompanied with intelligence to know 
that it is not true is a bad thing to possess. 

This is made too plain to dispute by the religious 
foolishness of the Indians on the Northwestern res 
ervations. They hav got religion, do not know any 
better than to believe it literally, aud consequently 
are in the deepest trouble. 

When a man like Schweinfurth sets himself up as 
a “ messiah ” among civilized people they laugh at 
him and go about their business undisturbed by 
his claims. Nineteen hundred years ago the world 
was ignorant enough to believe that sort of thing. 
It knows better now. 

Messiahs hav been coming and going for several 
thousand years. Only a few are left, and they are 
worshiped chiefly because their advents and takings 
off occurred so long ago. Some people believe an 
old lie who are quick to detect a modern one. Most 
of these messiahs hav made trouble in the world. 

The people who are the greatest sufferers at present 
from the messiahship craze are the Indians of this 
country, who bav learned just enough Christianity 
to be bothered by it. They are pre-millennialists so 
far as their understanding goes. An officer of the 
Uaited States army, s body of men now activly em- 
ployed in discrediting religion, tells the story of the 
origin of the difficulty. The story of the cfficer is 
as follows: * Last spring an Indian called and said 
he would like to speak to the commanding general. 
The messenger introduced him to me, and I turned 
him over to another officer for that purpose. But in 
a few moments he was turned over to me again. I 
took him in the room, end he gave a history of him- 
self. He said his name was Johnson Sides ; that he 
was known as the Peacemaker among all Indians 
and the whites of Nevada, where he lived. 

“To substantiate his statement he showed mea 
medal which he carried around his neck, on which 
was a legend to the effect that the medal was pre- 
sented to him by some Christian society for his 

. efforts toward doing good to his fellow-men, whether 
white or red. He could talk very good English ; 
was dressed like an ordinary Jaborer, but had the 
Indian's way of wearing his hair. He told me he 
read or knew the Bible; that he was desirous of 
_ making peace with everyone, and that was why he 
was named Peacemaker. He said that Indians had 
_ come from afar to see him, and he pulled out a pipe, 
such as are made by the Northern Indians, which 
was recognized as having come from either Montana 
or Dakota. f 
^ Johnson Sides said that it came from Dakota i 


It is also 


that the kind of clay of which it was made coula | “Since writing the above I hav been up to 


not be found in Nevada, and that the stem was of a 
peculiar wood not found in Nevada or California. 
He mentioned the names of the Indians who had 
visited him and the tribes they belonged to, and also 
gave the time they had called. : 

*T firmly believe that this is the good-natured 
Indian who has caused all this trouble; that he has 
taught the members of his tribe the story of Ohrist 
or the messiah, and the time when he will once more 
visit this earth, as it has been taught him by the 
Obristian people interested in his welfare. He has 
told these visiting Indians of the paradise in store 
for all people when the gon shall once more visit this 
earth, and the Indian’s paradise is whatever his 
imagination may lead him to believe, the same as a 
white man.” 

Another story is told by an Arrapahoe Indian, 8 
veritable Saul of Tarsus. While hunting alone near 
the Shoshone mountains he became lost, and for a 
long time wandered ebout aimlessly. Finally a 
strange feeling came over him and he involuntarily 
began to follow a certain star, which moved before 
him and led him many miles out into the mountains. 


| Just at daybreak the star became stationary over a 


beautiful mountain valley, and he sank to rest on a 
couch of moss. While he rested a strange vision 
appeared before him. He saw a great spirit dance, 
and the participants were dead Arraphoe warriors led 
by the dead chiefs of the past. In the distance were 
dances by the departed of all other tribes, and the 
hills and mountains all about were alive with buffalo, 
deer, and other game. Suddenly he was awakened 
by a strange voice, which asked whether Sitting Bull 
would like to see all the dead braves return to 
earth again and hav the buffalo and deer abound on 
the plains. Replying in the sfürmativ Sitting Bull 
arose and saw before him a strange being dressed in 
a blanket of pure white, and with flowing hair and 
beard of the same color, while about his head shone 
a strange light. The strange being said that he was 
the seame Christ who was upon the earth nineteen 
hundred years ago to save the white men, and that 
he would soon return to save the red men. They 
must prepare for his coming, for he would bring 
with him all of the dead Indians, and the land would 
again be alive with buffalo and other game. The 
whites who had so long persecuted and robbed the 
Indians would be driven out of the land across the 
sea, never to return again. All day the messiah con- 
verBed with Sitting Bull, revealing to him many 
things, also showing him the scars of nails in his 
hands and feet and the wound in his side. When 
night came on the messiah disappeared, and Sitting 
Bull was led from the mountains by the bright star 
of the previous night. 

Having warped this teaching to fit their under- 
standing—that is, made a theology of it, as has 
often been done by others—the Indians began their 
ghost dance, face to the sun, to await the coming of 
their messiah, imitating to a degree the actions of 
the Millerites who, some fifty years ago, held the 
advent of their messiah to be close at hand. And as 
all religious fanatics are dangerous to other people, 
Unele Sam has had to prepare to protect the lives of 
the people likely to be assaulted by the devotees of 
the new theology. 

One of the teachers of this theology is Sitting 
Bull, a gentleman who on several occasions has 
caused trouble. He is now a full fledged theologian, 
and though not a graduate of Andover is as com- 
petent to make mischief as any of the products of 
that institution. That he works just like other 
medicin-men and priests, and that his people are the 
average dupes, is evident from these two paragraphs 
from a letter from the scene of trouble: “ Sitting 
Bull has told his people to pay no attention to the 
orders of the agent or of the president, and that he 
would bewitch the ammunition of the soldiers so 
that the guns would nt kill The very elements 
seem to hav united with him to deceive the people. 
He told them when he returned from the agency 
that he would make it rain, and yesterday it rained 
all the morning. Of course, we all knew it could 
not rain long at this season of the year ; and he gaid 
to them: * Now I will lift up this white cloth and 
rain will cease.’ Soon it did stop ; and he is shrewd 
enough to use such means to impress the people. 
He ig thoroughly and hopelessly bad, ard I hope 
the government will remove him for good from 


the reservation. | 


Sitting Bull's, and the dance is in full blast. It 
is a most terrible thing—the old sun dance with a 
new name. They dance facing the sun as Jong as 
possible and fall down, moan, groan, and whoop, 
and foam at the mouth like mad dogs, singing a 
slow chant, 'ah-tay-he.e-lo' being all the words 
used. They do not yet cut the bodies, but that 
will soon be added. The men all dress in war dress 
and paint and feathers; and the women also take 
part and paint and wear feathers, which is a new 
feature. Sitting Bull stayed in a sacred tent, and 
everyone entering the dance for the first time went 
into the tent to be made ‘wakan’ and be painted 
with blue crescents on the forehead, cheeks, and 
chin, and a cross on the nose and between the eyes.” 

One need not ransack his memory very far to re- 
call prototypes innumerable of Sitting Bull and his: 
victims. They are all over the world, in all ages, 
and some exist to-day. Instead, therefore, of in- 
structing ignorant Indiaus in theology the govern- 
ment should send all the missionaries East and go 
to work and civilize the red men. And if those in- 
habitants of this “Christian country” who imagin 
they are already civilized will closely study this re- 
ligious phase, digging deep into its significance, it 
may help to rid them of a theology which has un- 
doubtedly led the Indians inio this foolishness. 
These Indians had an infinitly more sensible religion 
before they ever heard of Christianity. 

eh —— —————— 
The Power of the Priests. 

À good sample of the manner in which Roman 
Catholics are ruled by their priests was given in 
Little Falls, N. Y., two Sundays sgo. The trouble 
between the priest and his parishioners arose over 
the conduct of a fair held by the church. The man- 
aging committee claimed the right to alone issue 
passes, and when the priest issued passes they 
refused to honor them and wrote their pastor that he 
was “an intolerable nuisance." 

The priest remained silent until he got into his 
pulpit, and then he took his innings. Holding up 
the letter in which he was told to mind his own 
business, the priest read the names of the signers. 
They were, he said, rebellious Catholics, and ignored 
the authority of the church. He had been insulted 
by them, he said, and he proposed to make them 
make amends. Then he went on: 

“The first name on this paper is that of Daniel F. Her- 
leby. If he has a glimmer of sense his name would never 
be found attached to such a paper as this; but what can you 
expect from a selfish old bachelor, whose whole life has been 
spent in breaking girls’ hearts? If he were not past all 
shame he would blush for what he has done. Here we see 
the name of Mr. Curry, who is a supervisor of the town of 
Manheim. He hasn’t sense enough to get a clean shave. 
Probably he never took a bath in his life. Aud Mr. Eagan. 
Think of this man. Everybody knows his head never fitted 
him, but why should he advertise himself as a monstrosity ?” ` 

The priest went through the list, and each man 
was called such names as “monkey,” “ass,” fool.” 
When he had finished his abuse of the individuals, 
he said, speaking with extreme earnestness and lay- 
ing special stress on the last words, “Now, if 
everyone doesn’t come to me during the week and 
beg my pardon and forgivness I will call down next 
Sunday morning the curses of heaven and hell upon 
each one who fails to do it.” 

Within two hours after the service all but six of 
the vituperated men had rushed to the parochial 
residence and apologized! And the obdurate half 
dozen will follow the example or ba excommunicated, 
which to a devout Catholic is spiritual and temporal 
damnation, for a boycott goes with the anathema. 

* The only reformation of which the Roman Oath- 
olic church, or any orthodox church, is capable, is 


destruction.” 
—_—_—_O1-O——____—_—— 


How Do They Like It? 


Postmaster-General Wanamaker probably felt the 
need of making some explanation of his remarkable 
exclusion from the mails of Tolstoi’s remarkable 
Christian book, and this is the way he does it in his 
annual report of the doings of his department : . 


* It does not matter whether or not a8 given publication 
presented for mailing appears, by complaint or otherwise, 
to a postmaster to be * obscene, lewd, or lascivious.’ If it 
does appear to be ‘indecent,’ he is obliged, in order not to 
become a law-breaker, to refer the questionable point to the 
proper department official. It does not matter when the 
referee considers the question whether the given publication 
is merely ‘ obscene, lewd, or lascivious.’ If it is simply in- ` 
decent, he must exclude it or break the law. A translation 
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of a questionable book was, às à matter of fact, presented 
some months since' at the post-office in a Western city for 
transmission in the mails. It was held and referred to this 
department. The assistant attorney- general, finding it in- 
decent under any definition of the word, issued an order ex- 
cluding it. To exclude the book was the simple duty cf 
the department. For myself I never discuss the policy or 
wisdom of breaking the law, and the officials of the post. 
office department do not." 

It seems from this that Comstock has at last 
got the word “indecent” into his law. Therefore, 
people will now beware! Things which can be de- 
scribed as follows are unmailable. Anything 

Unbecoming. 

Indecorous. 

Indelicate. 

Unseemly. 

Immodest. 

An offense against delicacy. 

Offensiv to modesty. 

Laeking in modesty or good manners. 

Iu a manner to offend modesty and delicacy. 

The thing lacking in this inquisition, however, is 
a proclamation letting the people know whose mod- 
esty, delicacy, idea of good manners, and so forth, it 
is that must be shocked by printed matter in order 
to make that matter unmailable.. Ig it always the 
assistant attorney-general, or is it. sometimes the 
postmaster-general himself ? 

How do the people of the country like the notion 
that because some reading matter required by them 
appears unseemly to a postmaster it shall be ex- 
cluded from the mails until & nincompoop at Wash- 
ington can pass upon it? 

rent a a 
Rome Reviving. . 

Visitors to Rome are surprised at the new growth 
of the city and the advancement generally in endeavor 
and progress and hope. New buildings are rising 
throughout the city, for purposes both of business 
and of residence. There has been an astonishing 
increase in the value of land within the walls, and 
territory outside the walls is receiving attention and 
improvement unknown since the time cf Augustus 
Cesar. A great bridge over the Tiber, called the 
Garibaldi bridge, after the famous liberator of Italy 
and hater of priests, draws admiration. A hospital 
of splendid proportions is being sonstructed. The 
Regulation Plan office is kept unrestingly occupied 
with proposed improvements of every kind. Fine 
architectural. taste is exhibited, and the edifices are 
no less remarkable for their classical and elaborate 
adornment than for their durable massivness. Ad- 
mirable specimens of the sculptors art adorn the 
facader, and the personages represented are not as 
of old the fabulous saints and impossible chimeras of 
Catholicism, but are the great men of modern Italy 
and pagan Rome—ascientists, poets, artists, and other 
helpers of man and beautifiers of the world. 

There is in addition a great increase of interest 
shown by the people in the great works of art in the 
museums and other buildings, and the artistic spirit 
is undeniably reviving. Theremainsand monuments 
of former ages, of all kinds, that are to be seen in 
different parts of the city, are receiving increasing 
attention, and serve as aids in the historical inquiries 
to which Italians are awakening. Literary interest 
and activity manifest a corresponding quickening. 

The distressed pope complains that one of the 
towering buildings erected looks over into his 
grounds for daily exercise, so that espionage from it 
has compelled him to forego his daily walks. We 
wish to use this as an illustration of the forces at 
work that are causing all the other changes named 
above. It is similarly because edifices of knowledge 
hav newly risen, from which the populace look with 
superiority down upon clerical doings, that they are 
beginning to scorn their prayer-books and initiate 
production of their own literature. It is because 
Freethinkers hav at last provided the people with a 
vantagé-ground of historical information as to the 
glory of pagan Rome and the ruinous operation of 
papacy on that city, from which they may perceive 
their true situation and interests, that they are 
‘turning their attention to records of the past and its 
better rules and beliefs. It is because they hav been 
‘led to hights of thought whence supernatural hopes 
are Seen in their littleness and the true hopes of the 
race—utilitarian, scientific; and artistic—are seen in 

their truth and beauty, that they ere forsaking 
Christianity’ 8 stagnant impotence and. advancing in 
‘all the paths of Rational development and glory. 
Luck to the Romans of the new era! voie 


The Breckinridge Bill. 


The Sabbath Union fanatics will make strong 
efforts to hav the * Breckinridge Sunday Rest Bill" 
passed at this session of Congress. The bill is now 
in the hands of a sub-committee of the House of Rep- 
resentativs committee on the District of Columbia, 
and the attempt will be made to take it from them 
and pass it. The bill is as follows: 

“A bill to prevent persons from being forced to labor on 
Sunday. Beit enacted by the Senate amd House of Represent- 
ativs of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That it shall be unlawful for any person or corporation in 
the District of Columbia, to perform any secular labor or 
business, or cause the same to be performed by any person 
in their employment on Sunday, except works of necessity 
or mercy; nor shall it be lawful for any person or corpora- 
tion to receive pay for labor or services performed or ren- 
dered in violation of this act. 

“ Any person or corporation, or employee of any person 
or corporation in the District of Columbia, who shall violate 
the provisions of this act, shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for 
every such offense: Provided, however, That the provisions 
of this act shall not be construed to apply to any person or 
persons who conscientiously believe in and observe any 
other day of the week than Sunday as a day of rest.” 


We hope that every reader of Taz TnurH SEEXER 
will at once write to the two Senators from his state 
and the Representativ from his district protesting 
against the enactment of any Sunday laws. The 
God-in-the-Constitution party and the Sabbath Union 
are asking all their supporters to write in favor of 
the bill, because, says Mr. Orafts, the best petitions 
of all are individual letters from the people as stock- 
holders in the corporstion known as the Nation and 
the State to their directors, the legislators, who sel- 
dom dare to refuse any just wish that is expressed 
with sufficient earnestness by a majority of their 
constituents; but there is no reason why the oppo- 
nents of the bill should not avail themselvs of this 
epistolary influence. Therefore, write a letter to 
your Congressman and your Senators, and write it 
now. The commissioners of the District, and the 
president, snd Wanamaker, and a lot more of our 
Presbyterian government, favor the bill, and it will 
require hard work to defeat it. Therefore write out 
your protest against Congress establishing the Ohris- 
tian religion by recognizing its holy day and send it 


to Washington. 
—— Oo 


Editorial Notes. 


Dr. Lyman Apport is credited with saying: ‘‘ We run up 
the Puritan flag, and emblazon on it the motto of a modern 
and modified Puritanism! A state Christian but not eccle- 
siastical; with faith but no creed; reverence but no ritual; 
a recognized religion but no established church.” A writer 
in the Advent Review and Herald says of this: '''The less 
such flags are run up the better. For the state to be Chris. 
tian, or profess to be, to hav faith, reverence, and a recog- 
nized religion, is nothing short of its being ecclesiastical, 
having a creed, a ritual, and an established church; for 
ecclesiastical means simply, ‘pertaining to the church;’ 
the definition of the faith is the creed; the manner in which 
reverence is to be manifested is the ritual; and the religion 
recognized by the state is the estabiished church.” 


TaeEr: is a first-class chance somewhere between New 
York and Omaha, Neb., for Holy John Wanamaker to in- 
troduce some reforms in his postal service. Several copies 
of the '' Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” were recently 
sent by mail to John A. Jost, of the latter city, and upon 
their arrival one of them was found to hav been opened, and 
on the front fly-leaf, in large penciled letters, was written a 
remark of a nature which under the Comstock statutes made 
the book unmailable. It was so indecent that we cannot in. 
dicate its nature. Under the postal regulations third-class 
matter may be examined to see that no laws are broken by 
the mailing, but we never knew that postal clerks were per 
mitted to defile printed matter with language used only by 
the vilest toughs. Holy John might well neglect his Sunday- 
school for & day to investigate the character of some of his 
government employees. 


Mr. R. M. Kine, the Adventist who has been in jail at 
Troy, Tenn., for several weeks because he plowed on Sun. 
day, doesn’t seem to be regarded by his Christian jailers as 
a very bad man, for in a letter to an elder of his denomina. 
tion Mr. King says: “I hay got along splendidly so far. 
The jailer and his wife hav been as kind to me as they could 
be, and seem to place a great deal of confidence in me, as 
they let me hav the keys to go in and out of jail when I 
please, and giv me a nice room to sleep in all to myself.” 
When this is read by the Christians who want the ‘‘ Sab- 
bath” kept they will probably get out a round robin to the 
jailer, demanding that Mr. King be placed in a dungeon and 
fed on bread and water. Further along in his letter the 
prisoner for conscience’s sake indulges in these reflections : 
“ I do not know how long I shall hav to stay here. I guess 
I will get out before long. It seems strange to me that I 


hav to lie in jail for working on Sunday, when I can look |- 


out from here on Sunday and see people at work close 
enough by to halloo at, and nothing said about .it. Last 


Sunday they hauled wood here to a brick kiln, four or five 
men working all day. But, of course, they were not Ad- 
ventists.” 


Tur Kentucky constitutional convention—a very procras- 
tinating body of legislators—has agreed upon a new Bill of 
Rights to be submitted with the new constitution. It refers 
to an unknown person whom it designates as Almighty God, 
but Kentuckians are not obliged to believe in him in order 
to get office, for the instrument further provides that ‘‘ the 
civil rights, privileges, or capacities of no person shall be 
taken away, or in any wise diminished or enlarged, on account 
of his belief or disbelief of any religious tenet, dogma, or 
teaching whatsoever, and no human authority shall in any 
case control or interfere with the rights of conscience.” 
Whether the new constitution will exempt church property 
from taxation is not decided. If it shall, the legislature can 
at any time tax it without a new constitution being neces- 
sary, the bill providing on the subject of taxation that ‘‘no 
property shall be exempt from taxation except as provided in. 
this constitution, and every grant of a franchise, privilege, 
or exemption shall remain subject to revocation, alteration, 
or amendment.” Another provision in the document is that 
“all power is inherent in the people,” which seems to make 
the reference to Almighty God as the giver of civil, relig- 
ious, and political liberty an empty compliment. 


RETURNING from the American Secular Union Congress 
Mr. L. K. Washburn stopped to lecture at Alliance, O. 
There he learned of an attempt to preserve the ‘‘ Sabbath ” 
holy by persecuting a Freethinker. Mr. P. L. Dattlebaum, 
in common with other dealers, has kept his cigar store open 
on Sundays for years. He carries, in connection with cigars 
and tobacco, a line of gents’ furnishing goods. His Sunday: 
trade, however, has been mostly of cigars. One Sunday in 
October he sold a linen collar, and was notified the next 
morning by the police authorities to close hia place of busi- 
ness on the following Sabbath. He did so, but. noticed that 
every other cigar-desler kept open store the same as usual. 
Not thinking al! were treated alike, Mr. Dattlebaum opened 
his doors when the next Sunday came around and was at- 
rested on Monday morning. He was again arrested in two 
weeks for the same offense. He appealed his case, and we 
shall await with interest the decision of the higher court. 
What makes this case look like persecution. is that not an- 
other person has been ordered to close his cigar store or has 
been arrested for selling his goods on Sunday. Mr. Dattle- 
baum is an outspoken Freethinker, and thinks that religious 
prejudice has prompted the action against him. But imagin 
the authorities of a city or town giving a license to sell to- 
bacco, cigars, etc., on Sunday, and prosecuting a man for 
selling a linen collar on that day, exclaims Mr. Washburn. 
It seems that cleanliness is noć next to godliness in the opin- 
jon of some people. We are at a loss to understand how a 
Christian can strain at a linen collar and swallow a plug of 
tobacco or a cigar on his Sabbath day. It would seem as 
though a man with a clean collar would make a better ap- 
pearance on and do greater honor to the Sabbath, than a 
man with a cigar in his mouth, but evidently the Christian 
conscience is more wounded by the sale of clean linen on the 
Sabbath than by the sale ofa filthy weed. The Investigator 
hopes that Mr. Dattlebaum will win his case, to which we 
say amen. 


Tur Rev. Russell H. Conwell, of Philadelphia, based a 
recent sermon on the words of the prophet, Micah v, 1, 6: 
** Gather thyself in troop, O daughter of troops; thus shall 
he deliver us from the Assyrian." 'The speaker closed by 
saying: ''Once, nearly al! schools in the Christian lands 
were religious schools where the redeemer's name was rev- 
erenced and Bible principles prominently taught. The 
church ruled over the most important realms, and religion 
and education were almost synonymous in many communi- 
ties. But now, given over to the world, with Christ pos- 
itivly shut out of it by law, the publie schools multiply the 
enemies of the church every year. Oh, what a disgraceful 
day was that for the church of Christ when they capitulated 
to Satan and took the Bible out of the schools. "This awful 
defeat can only be retrieved by a united demand for the 
restoration of the scriptures or by the establishment of a 
mighty system of private Christian schools. Once, the 
Christian church held under its predominating influence the 
reins of government. By its teachings and associations, the 
fearless words of its preachers, and the education of the 
young, the legislator felt the strong hand upon him and tried 
to make laws to accord with the teachings of the Bible. 
Now the church has so far destroyed its own power in polit- 
ical affairs by extreme doctrins of the separation of church 
and state that the last Congress is said to hav greeted a re- 
ligious petition with eneers and laughter, and the visit of 
the great Baptist National Convention to the House of Rep- 
resentative two years ago, was made the occasion for ribald 
speeches and low jokes in their presence on the floor of 
Congress. All Christian men should attend the primary 
meetings and invariably vote and be open in the expression 
of religious convictions in connection with political matters. 
The legislatures and the church must be allies. To secure 
that, Christians must gather into troops. The churches of 
all sects must attempt to act together in all matters Upon 
which they are in theory agreed. The earth is the Lord's, 
and Jet us claim all the amusements, all the business, all the 
legislation, for the benefit of his. human family, and allow no 
power of evil to use them against our master.” The Rev. 
Russell H. Conwell seems to be something of an extremist 
both in his statements of what has occurred to the church 
and what she ought to do and hav. It is a fact to be regret- 
ted that the Bible has not yet been taken out of the schools, 
and another that the church and state are not nearly 80 wide 


apart as he alleges. . 
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ure, action, life. We can conceive that such a change may, 
or may not, be going on continually, abstracting or adding 
to the size, weight, energy, and other qualities of the things 
that we know and may in a sense call ours, and if this ab- 
straction or addition did affect proportion slightly it might 
be so slightly as not to affect practically the well-being of 
any form of life, so that there would neither be aggrandize- 
ment nor robbery brought about by such process to any in- 
dividual of the said universe. The universe itself would 
loge material, but that energy which could take the material 
in such a way must already own what it takes and what it 
takes from. We see then that in the transaction each has 
his own, the doer and the done by; aud perfect justice 
reigns; and we could not justly complain if our universe 
were reduced until it occupied a space which to our present 
sense would seem insignificant, or likewise if it were in- 
creased. The energy which would giv and take material in 
this sense could not be called the giver and taker as we ap- 


Zellers from friends. 


EUREKA, Car., Oct. 15, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Picture book arrived in good order. I am 
more than pleased with it. It is so much better than I bad 
. expected. Be sure I shall advertise it well. 
Yours in the cause, Manovs PETERSEN. 


Jamzstown, N. Y., Nov. 17, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: On account of a statement read in this city 
yesterday, by a Rev. Mr. Ellis, to the effect that Christian- 
ity is on the increase and Freethought on the decline, I write 
to ask you if you are in possession of any statistics, or any 
other reliable information, showing the increase or decrease 
of church.membership, or general church attendance, rela. 
tivly to the population. If you hav any, hav you any ob- 
jection to publishing them? They would be very useful to 


Freethinkers. Taomas-Hinpixz. | ply that term to God (although it would be the act of God), 
[We hav no statistics on this matter. Has anyone ?—Eb. | because, leaving the structure proportionally intact, from 
T. S.] whom does he giv or take? who suffers gain or loss? who 


DononzsrER, Nzs., Nov. 23, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2 for the “Pictorial Text- 
Book." Ihav been a reader of Tug TRUTS SEEKER for sev- 
eral years, and I would not do without it for ten times the 
price. We hav a priest-ridden town with some flve hun- 
dred inhabitants and three churches, but their jealousy of 
each other givs a Freethinker a chance to breathe. There 
seems to be a weakness of the Holy Ghost's power here at 
present. The Methodists hav been having a revival the past 
two weeks and only a few of the faithful attend, and they 
are go weak they cannot get up a shout, although the pastor 
is an old-style groaner and preacher. The devil, as usual, 
seems to be ahead. There are a number here of Liberal 
mind, but only three or four that dare to speak out. As for 
myself, the sands of life are nearly run, and I expect to be 
able to get enough to eat and speak my mind, for I expect to 
take a long sleep soon and must do what I can in the little 
time I hav. Long life to Heston. I hope he has regained 
his health, and may Taz Trurs Szsxer become so popular 
that you never will hav to think of giving up the pictures. 
lam, 
Yours for truth and justice for all, 


knows Of the transaction? Not man nor any creature. 
However, if what we call our universe was as a whole a 
cognizant being aware of other similar or dissimilar beings, 
it would be aware of loss or gain, but if the other beings 
suffered (if the term may be used) proportional loss or gain, 
the transaction would still remain unknown. If of this ma- 
terial so taken God formed one or a myriad other universes 
like or unlike ours, these when they became aware must call 
God the giver, and if so, likewise this universe as a whole 
must call God the giver and cannot call him the taker away 
on account of any downfall of structure within itself, that 
being the result of the permanent action of the structure as 
a whole. If it be taken away wholly it has but changed its 
habitation, and if it be utterly destroyed what remains to 
say it has suffered loss? So every structure as a whole 
must regard its maker as the giver, not being in existence to 
perceive him as the taker. N. SALTONSTALL. 


HazsTEAD, Kan., Nov. 25, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: '* When I was a child I spakeas a child, I 
thought as a child, but when I became a man I put away 
childish things” (St. Paul) The great apostle evidently 
deems some things adapted to childhood that would not be 
appropriate to mature years, and in this many not so wise 
as he will coincide. It is the purpose of this writing to con. 
sider some of the things that are peculiarly childish and 
should be put away when we reach maturity. Furst is an 
unreasoning terror, a fear of ghosts, ‘‘ bugaboos” and 
"bugamans," etc. Even a shadow may frighten a child 
into convulsions. This seemssad even when the sffliction is 
limited to childhood’s earliest years, but when the years hav 
passed that should bring wisdom and maturity without giv- 
ing the ability to put away childish things, the last condition 
is far worse than the first. Unhappily this inability to put 
away childish things seems to cling to many people through 
all the years allotted to this life, even down to old age. 
They are frightened not merely at shadows, but at the bare 
mention of a word the full meaning of which they do not 
comprehend. I lately heard a man boasting in public of 
the numbers he had frightened out of the use of their rea- 
son by ringing the changes on one little word, ‘* Eternity |” 
and they were not babies but full.grown men and women. 
One in particular was a ripe railroad conductor weighing 
two hundred pounds avoirdupois—was a big man in every 
sense Of the word excepting the childish terror. The dread- 
ful word has no doubt quite an extensiv meaning, but as 
every son and daughter of Adam has about an equal chance 
of learning exactly what it does mean, it seems foolish, to 
say the least, to allow one man’s interpretation of the word 
to worry us or cause a ripple on the placid surface of our 
lives. If with Paul we hav put away childish things, no 
word, however terrible, could cause us to tremble or swerve 
one hair’s breadth from the line of truth that should be the 
guide of our lives. No fear of punishment or hope of reward 
furnishes the motiv power. No promis of golden harp or 
crown is needed to induce the true man to deal justly and 
love mercy. The duties of the day, the ever-present, eternal 
now, round out and fill the life of a well-developed, full-grown 
man or woman who has put away childish things. ‘ Here 
and now is duty done,” speaks in every heart throb, in every 
beat of the pendulum of time, to every rational mind, to 
-every tender heart that loves truth and humanity more than 
dreams and traditions, and cares more to improve opportuni. 
ties for doing and getting good than to study how he will 
spend a far-off, impossible eternity. A. J. Honr. 


JESSIE JOHNSON. 


Rexo, Irr., Nov. 20, 1890. 

Mz. EpiTOR: I am a strenger to your columns, but shall 
never get acquainted by keeping still, so, truth seekers, 
Freethinkers, and all conservativ men, shake! I want to 
88k your contributors to deal gently with the erring ones, 
for I hav just succeeded in freeing my reasoning faculties 
from the power of habit and prejudice, woven into the 
threads of my life from earliest infancy up to manhood, and 
I tell you it is à desperate undertaking. Through the kind- 
ness of a friend, Brother Peter Plog, I was enabled a ye&r 
ago to read your paper, which he loaned me. Also Paine's 
“ Age of Reason," which first staggered me seriously, and 
knocked my faith into smithereens. Your comments, Peck's 
pickings, and Ingersoll’s erudite writings hav completely 
changed the views of a lifetime. But it was hard to giv 
them up. Yet I thought if ‘‘God” became angry at me for 
doing 80, he could not be a just God, because he is respon- 
sible for my existence, for my every attribute, and if he is 
all-wise, he would know I was a hypocrit if I now pretended 
otherwise. Besides, the old fellow must improve his temper 
or a great many must roast anyway, so if I hav to roast, it 
will be as an honest, free man. H. L. HAOHETTÉE. 


CrirroN, Kan., Nov. 9, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: I hav taken your paper for many years, and 
expect to continue while here in life. I commenced taking 
it soon after D. M. Bennett moved it from Illinois to New 
York city. I circulated a petition for Bennett, and obtained 
between one and two hundred names for his release, when 
I lived in Oregon, Wis., also for Heywood and obtained 
over one hundred names. Of late I got one hundred and 
twelve names for Harman, editor of Lucifer, and my 
daughter, Ella, one hundred and one on a petition for release 
from prison. I hav been working with the Farmers’ Alli- 
ance for a change in finance, money, transportation, and all 
the bad class laws that hav cursed our country for the last 
twenty-five years. The election returns from Kansas will 
show you whether the farmers are becoming educated or 
not. Agitation and exchange of thought mean education, 
and education means individualization, and the two com- 
bined mean organization. I was opposed some to secret 80- 
cieties until this movement, but I find it is the only way to 
hold farmers together, for as a general thing they are so 


Ersa, O., Nov. 18, 1890. 


isolated they cannot understand each other, and their prej- 
udices hold them apart until organized in a secret order. 
I speak from experience, for I hav been a member of the 
open Farmers’ Alliance for sbout four years, and some of 
the time president and one of the directors, and all we could 
do for the betterment of the farmer wasin shipping grain as 
a joint stock organization at points on the railroads where 
the elevator men or grain buyers had pooled. 

Ishall be seventy-one years old this month, and am work- 
ing for the benefit of-the laboring classes, to enlighten and 
educate the masses that they may vote intelligently and bet- 
ter their condition financial, moral, and intellectual. 

Yours for universal emancipation, Jons C. Hanan. 


Nov. 20, 1890. 
Mr. EpiTOR: It has been said that if our universe was re- 
duced to the size of a finger ring, every part being changed, 
but every proportion remaining intact, we should not be 
aware of the change, because the permanency of all that is 
depends wholly and forever upon proportion alone—struct- 


Msz. Eprror: Mrs. M. A. Freeman delivered lectures at 
Lower Salem, O., November 4th and 5th, and one here the 
6th. As a Liberal lecturer Mrs. Freeman has few equals, 
and we were all well pleased with her. The lectures were a 
success in every respect. At Elba the hall was full of people 
and it was difficult for all to get in, which was more than we 
expected. 

Secular principles are rapidly growing in public favor in 
this community. Only a few years ago there was no one to 
be found here who would or could successfully defend Sec- 
ular philosophy, while now the orthodox people cannot be 
induced to publicly or privately discuss the questions at issue 
with an opponent. They seem to be aware that their barba- 
rous doctrins will not bear discussion and investigation, and 
wisely leave the whole matter to their paid attorney, and he 
is discreet enough to take Talmage’s advice. It is very 
strange that people of any intelligence will refuse to listen to 
or tolerate any criticism of their religious belief, as some of 
our Christians do. 

The churches of our Community contain a few respectable 


people of average intelligence, but the great majority of such 
do not belong to the churches, do not believe their doctrins, 
and are practically Secularists in most respects; yet many 
of them are moral cowards and hav not the courage to 
antagonize orthodox creeds. I admire a person who zeal- 
ously upholds and defends his religious, political, or any 
other principles, so long as he treats an opponent courteously 
and fairly and grants to others the same rights he claims for 
himself. But he who bas not the courage to oppose and 
expose what he believes to be an erroneous idea is nota 
person in whom to place the fullest confidence. 

In this day and age of the world there can be no excuse for 
not having decided opinions upon religious questions. If 
you believe in church doctrins and are not a member of a 
church your moral sense is certainly not very acute, and if 
you believe Christian doctrins are false is it not your plain 
duty to endeavor to destroy them? We hav people right 
among us who hav no more faith nor belief in Christianity 
than I hav, yet they do not seem to understand that to teach 
false doctrins is necessarily injurious. 

The churches here hav little power to abridge our rightful 
liberties, and many unbelievers do not understand the dan- 
gers of church supremacy. They do not consider that the 
liberty of thought and action they enjoy has been won from 
the church by the labor of others, and that bigotry only 
needs an opportunity to be oppressiv. Christian societies 
are aiming to make our government Christian in all its 
functions, and if they succeed in this, all that will not sub- 
ecribe to their creeds will speedily be disfranchised. The 
Puritans who came to this country to escape persecution 
and to persecute all who did not agree with them, established 
a model Christian government, and it is the boast of church 
dignitaries that they will be successful in establishing a sim- 
ilar one again. Because we, in this place, are not perse. 
cuted, some of us assume that the former spirit of the church 
is dead and that it will never resume its intolerant attitude. 
The history of churches does not warrant this assumption, 
and it behooves us to destroy doctrins that teach total de- 
pravity. If we,are not regenerated we are logically consid- 
ered by Christians as the worst enemies of the state and soct- 
ety, and worthy of any punishment they may inflict. Chris- 
tianity teaches that an unbeliever has no rights a Christian is 
bound to respect, and to this we object. We believe we hav 
an equal right with the Christian to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, and we demand these privileges. 

W. J. Durron. . 


HANNIBAL, Mo., Nov. 19, 1890. 

Mz. Epitorz: Your correspondent, C. L. James, is off the 
track in assuming that I am not in sympathy with the Sec- 
ular Union. I hav been a worker for Secular principles from 
my youth, as the records of the old Liberal League show; 
and while I do not indorse the policy of the Secular Union 
I still work for the Nine Demands, in harmony with all ad- 
vocates of Secular government. Mr. James is down on the 
Brotherhood of Agnostic Moralists, as he calls it. He seems 
not to beaware that the term Agnostic was dropped from 
the name of our order nearly three years ago, because there 
are 80 many people who, like him, are laboring under a false 
impression as to the meaning of the word. But he is down 
on the Moralists, anyhow, because they do not believe in 
ghosts, and do exclude Anarchists, polygamists, and free 
lovers. Does he mean to say that a Liberal has no right to 
oppose these evils because some Liberals sanction them? 
If I am denied the right to oppose whatever I believe to be 
false and pernicious, ‘‘I’d rather be a dog and bay the 
moon.” 

Notwithstanding the opposition of the above-named 
classes, the Brotherhood of Moralists has spread rapidly 
over the United States, and is attractivg the attention of 
some of the most earnest and intelligent Liberals of the Old 
World. 

Mr. James labors hard to make it appear that the Brother- 
hood of Moralists ia a bigoted sect ; but such is not the case, 
for the very first section of our Bond of Union (which is 
part of the constitution) declares ‘‘ we hold it to be self- 
evident that enlightened human reason untrammeled by 
prejudice is the highest tribunal known to man, and that 
every rational being has an inalienable right to investigate 
and decide for himself all questions pertaining to his pres- 
ent or future welfare.” We fully concede the right of others 
to differ from us, and would not coerce them if we could. 
Any member of our order has the right to go hunting for 
virgin mothers, and Holy Ghosts, and other kinds of ghosts; 
and if he finds any, and is seized with a desire to get onto & 
“ higher plane," we are always ready, cheerfully and with- 
out the slightest unkind feeling, to giv him or her an hon- 
orable discharge and a hearty good wish. The objects of 
our order are to promote good government and rational mo- 
rality, and to eradicate superstition. Of course we want no 
members who cannot work for these objects. Thus far we 
are exclusiv, because no organization can be constructiv 
without being exclusiv to this extent; but, so far as I know, 
our members are all genuin Liberals. Our constitution 
makes provision for such changes and amendments as may, 
from time to time, be deemed advisable. There is nothing 
cast-iron or sectarian about it, and no ** et ceteras ” in it. 

I hope all of your readers will send to the secretary of 
the propaganda committee, F. H. Rau, Hannibal, Mo., for & 
free copy of the constitution, and “investigate and decide 
for themselvs.” ` A. R. AYRES, 


Tynessoro, Mass., Nov, 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epnrrog: I wish to hav the following cracks at my 
critics. 

1. One of my Kansas critical friends guesses that there 
are but few J. P, Guilds. I know of but one, and he is 
happily able to preserve his individuality and make war on 
both religious superstition and alcoholic intemperance. 
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2. Those who hav been indulged by the long-suffering 
Editor in permitting their scurrilous language to appear in 
his otherwise fajr paper, should not intimate that he ex- 
ceeds impartiality when he prints respectable letters written 
in the interest of decency and soberness. 

8. That one man’s liberty ends where another man’s right 
commences, is a statement like the axiom in arithmetic that 
one-half a cheese equals the other half. The question re- 
mains, Where does the other man's right commence? Is it 
where the first man's liberty leaves off? What if they do. 
not agree as to the terminus of each other’s liberties and 
rights? What if their respectiv claims and possessions 
overlap? What if one or both persons are careless of the 
other’s rights and liberties? Then it is the business of law 
to decide and enforce its decision in the matter. 

4. My Anarchistic brother thinks my answer to his queries 
funny enough to make a horse laugh. He thereby shows 
that he has at least the humor of a horse. If he had horse- 
sense as regards his own questions, he would know that 
justice and peace hav no show much farther than as those 
who own anything are able to hold it down, either alone or 
by aid of their allies. He need not hav said that he is 
neither Jesus Christ nor Thomas Paine, for the teaching of 
the first was to ‘‘ turn the other cheek also,” which he would 
hardly be willing to do, and the second was the instigator 
and encourager of the American Revolution. 

5. If anybody pretends to suppose that I do not know the 
difference between a horse and an acre of land, it is plain he 
lies. What I do not know is the difference between two 
vacancies. If ownership is vitiated by vacation in one case, 
why not also in the other? It may be questioned if land be 
more justly subject to ownership than water or air, as all 
three are essential to life; but if rightfully ownable at all, 
it may be held for prospectiv as well as present use, like the 
plow that cultivates it; and the plow, the land, and the 
money that will buy them may alike- be rented to others or 
taxed on account of public services te the owner. 

6. Anarchy, as applied to a peaceful state of society, is a 
misnomer. Anarchy, as defined by usage, means resistance 
to rule. One who is willing to obey, without being forced, 
8 command which he dislikes, is not an Anarchist, but a 
submissionist. When everyone knows what is right and 
best for each and all and none refuse to bear their part in the 
public welfare, it will be time enough for the miscalled the- 
oretical Anarchy to get in its practical work. 

7. Will my appreciativ Brother B., down in Texas, plesse 
send me his name and address? Also, I shall be glad to get 
a note from whoever of my readers, liking my notions, will 
take time to write to me. J. P. Gur». 


Nzoza, Ia., Nov. 22, 1890. 

Mz. Eprroz : I should like to make a few remarks in reply 
to B., of Fort Worth, Texas, on Prohibition. He says the 
assertion of the beer advocates that Prohibition in Iowa and 
Kansas is a failure, is all false. I should like to ask Mr. B. 
how he knows it is false. I judge from the tone of his letter 
that he has heard some minister say it was and concludes it 
isso. But I can testify to the contrary. I liv in Iowa, ina 
town of nine hundred inhabitants, and it is free whisky— 
five saloons running regularly just as openly as they do in 
Nebraska, and no revenue whatever from it; drunkenness 
more frequent than I ever saw in Nebraska during the twenty- 
three years there, all because of the Liberal element that 
exists here. All true Liberals are inclined to let everybody 
do as they please as long as they do not interfere with the 
rights of others. Wherever you find Prohibition enforced 
you will find the Sunday laws enforced the same. It is the 
result of a strong Christian element disposed to enforce 
everyone to conform to their ideas of conduct and morality. 
According to censuses of 1880 and 1890 the population of Iowa 
has fallen off some thousands—I do not remember just how 
much—and there can be no other reason for it except Pro. 
hibition. Kansas has fallen off in all except a few of the 
large cities. Nearly every town in the country has about 
one-third vacant houses, while in Nebraska you will see 
nothing of the kind at all. She has increased in population 
since the Prohibition law went into effect in Kansas and 
Iowa as she never did before, while Kansas was increasing in 
population, before she passed Prohibition, faster than any 
other state in the Union, and Prohibition is the only reason 
why she should not hav continued to increase. I hav been in 
nearly all the Western states and territories, and I can truth- 
fully say there is no finer land in the United States, take the 
whole state together. And no one will ever know the 
amount of money that has been spent in Iowa to try to en- 
force Prohibition, but it is utterly impossible; and in most 
places, like Neola, the people that feel the most interest in 
the welfare of the state hav concluded it best to not try to 
enforce it. 

Why do you not try to prohibit the manufacture of fire- 
arms to kil each other with and commit suicide with? 
How a man can claim to be Liberal and favor Prohibition, is 
what beats me. I consider the two as foreign to each other 
as black and white. I will forever oppose any measure that 
will deny any man the free and unlimited right to make and 
sell anything that is in demand. For the restrictions 
put upon the use of liquor hav, in my opinion, been the main 
source of more manias for liquor than all other causes com- 
bined, and the only true way to.do away with the evil effects 
of liquor is to make it just as free as vinegar. Let any man 
make it or any wan sell it that wants to, and any man drink 
it that wants to. Then we shall hav good, pure liquor, and. 
then men will stop to consider what is for their own interest. 
You cannot make men moral by law. If the Christian 
churches had been satisfled with te&ching their beliefs and 
not. tried to force their views.upon the people, they would 


never hav met with the-opposition théy hav." Now their |- 


measures hav set neighbors and friends at variance with 
one another, and instilled in the minds of their believers 
that God would uphold them and even assist them in seeking 
satisfaction for their imaginary wrongs. Look at the In- 
dian uprising at the present time up in Dakota. Who is re- 
sponsible for this? It is my candid opinion that if the gov- 
ernment had never allowed a missionary or Christian school 
to be started among these Indians thia messiah craze would 
never hav occurred. I donot think solittle of my views that 
Iam ashamed to sign my name in full. 
` Yours ever for freedom, 


of Common Prayer, she will find therein the Articles of Re- . 
ligion of the Episcopal church in this country, also the 
Apostle’s Creed. The Episcopalians also believe in the 
Nicene Creed, as follows: 


We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all 
things, both visible and invisible; and in one, Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, and Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation, came down 
and was made flesh, made man, suffered and rose again on 
the third day, went up into the heavens, and is to come 
again to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeded 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and Son 
are worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. : 


D. W. Watney. 


Denver, Cor., Nov. 20, 1890. 

Mz. ErrToR: One W. Fritts, amateur astronomer, and 
Freethinker, and free expresser of hls thoughts, when pass- 
ing my office kindly handed me for perusal a copy of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, which held me spell-bound for over an hour. 
Among other things, I noticed P. V. W se's experience while 
walking on his father’s farm in Grant county, Wis., who 
saw two persons driving a herd of cattle. He recognized 
the cattle and the two young menas being Wm. Oldham 
and Thomas McQueen. I distinctly heard, he says, a voice 
speak to me and declare that McQueen was the guiltier of 
the two, and was the one that induced William to take a 
part in the stealing of the cattle, but by the act would es- 
cape conviction. William sold the cattle to a butcher in 
Potosi, and received part payment therefor. On the trial 
McQueen was acquitted on the ground that he did not re- 
ceive any money from the butcher for them. How do you 
account for this? By what means was the visual organ so 
enlarged that the phenomena could be distinctly seen, just 
as clearly as if the material body of the person stood by the 
roadside and the words were spoken by him—no pre- 
arrangement, cays the narrator. I did not believe in any- 
thing supernatural (superhuman is a better word; all things 
are natural, all the way to deity). How do you account 
for it? 

Well, let us see. In the first place, P. V. Wise has latent 
powers of clairvoyance (clear seeing), also latent powers of 
clairaudience (clear hearing). He can be psychologized into 
either state by the invisible, and when in a clairvoyant state 
look backward through the laws of psychological retro- 
spect, and look forward through the laws of sympathy in- 
side and foretell future events, when the things foretold Jie 
within the channel of some plain immutable laws of connec- 
tion. The most singular part of the affair is where lie saw 
Mr. Wise at the very moment the deed was being transacted, 
as was afterward proven on the trial in court. This is also 
possible; past, present, and future are eternally the same. 
The scientific facts are, neither Mr. Wise nor anyone else 
sees or hears anything with material eyes and ears. Light, 
which is force, photographs a minute inverted image on the 
bottom of the eye, on the retina, which acting on the brain 
produces consciousness of an object. All that is known to 
us is mental conception. The reality of which our concep- 
tion is composed is force. The invisible spirit can photograph 
the images referred to by Mr. Wise on his brain as plain as 
he ever saw objects with his so-called material eyes, and far 
less delusiv, as it is of the soul and not the body. Sound 
reaches the auditory nerve of the ear through sympathetic 
vibrations imparted to the ether atmosphere of space. Be-. 
hind the eye is the perceiver; behind the ear is the spirit or 
intelligence which recognizes the sound. And all through 
the fading and feeble organs. There are other substances, 
and there would be no conceptions of life if not for the 
spirit that pervades them. 

Science has rendered null two of the five senses, to wit, 
seeing and feeling, but she has kindly substituted two more 
—intuition and common sense. An intuition is not an im- 
pression. Intuition is an attribute of the soul, while an im- 
pression is an impress made upon our mind through the 
effiuence of some other mind that may be at that moment in 
our sphere of life. We should be guided by intuition and 
reason, and not by blind impulses. 

Mr. Wise asks, Can words be pronounced in an ordinary 
conversational tone without & material person of body and 
organs? I answer yes. The atmosphere holds in solution 
everything you can name or mention in the world, hence it 
contains the necessary elements to materialize a thorax and 
other organs of sound. You know the glotiis and the epi- 
glottis are of very simple construction, and the spirit chemist 
can make sembiances of them under certain conditions and 
by this artificial glottis cause the spirit voice. 

Remember that all the mightiest forces of nature are invis- 
ible, but not supernatural. Raise the eyelids of the mind 
and look up toward realities, and learn to be wise by nature 
as well as by name. With a little effort you can develop 
your clairvoyant powers. i 

A spirit purporting to be Bennett controled my hand to 
write an article for Taz TRUTH BEEKER two or three years 
ago, but I neglected sending it because it was not verified 
satisfactorily. I tried to invoke him: to-day, but do not 
succeed. : Dr. T. GILE. 


This creed has undergone several changes since it was 
first published, but this, we believe, is the popular form. 
The Catholics also add the Athanasian to the Apostle’s and 
Nicene Creeds, and the substance of their doctrins is thus 
given by Prof. Philip Schaff : : 


The dectrins of the Roman Catholic church are laid down 
in the ecumenical creeds, the acts of nineteen or twenty 
ecumenical coundils, the bulls of the popes, and especially 
the Tridentine and Vatican standards. The principal au- 
thorities are the canons and decrees of the council of Trent 
(1563), the Profession of the Tridentine Faith, commonly 
called the Creed of Pius IV. (1564), the Roman Catechism 
(1566), the decree of the Immaculate Conception (1854), and 
the Vatican decrees on the Catholic faith and the infallibility 
of the pope (1870). The best summary of the leading 
articles of the Roman faith is contained in the Creed of Pope 
Pius IV., which is binding upon all priests and public 
teachers, and which must be confessed by all converts. It 
conrists of the Nicene Creed and the following eleven 
articles : f 

1. I—, with a firm faith believe and profess all and 
every one of the things contained in that creed which the 
holy Roman church makes use of : 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, etc. [Here 
follows the Nicene Creed.] 

9. I most steadfastly admit and embrace apostolic and 
ecclesiastic traditions, and all other observances and consti- 
tutions of the same church. 

3. I also admit the holy scriptures, according to that sense 
which our holy mother church has held and does hold, to 
which it belongs to judge of the true sense and interpreta- 
tion of the scriptures ; neither will I ever take and interpret 
them otherwise than according to the unanimous consent of 
the Fathers. 

4. Ialso profess that there are truly and properly seven 
sacraments of the new law, instituted by Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and necessary for the salvation of mankind, though 
not all for every one, to wit: baptism, confirmation, the 
eucharist, penance, extreme unction, holy orders, and matri- 
mony ; and that they confer grace; and that of these, bap- 
tism, confirmation, and ordination cannot be reiterated 
without sacrilege. I also receive and admit the received 
and approved ceremonies of the Catholic church, used in the 
solemn administration of the aforesaid sacraments. 

5. I embrace and receive all and every one of the things 
which hav been defined and declared in the holy council of 
Trent concerning original sin and justification. ` 
_ 6. I profess, likewise, that in the mass there is offered to 
God a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living 
and the dead; and that in the most holy sacrament of the 
eucharist there is truly, really, and substantially, the body 
and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and that there is made a change of the whole 
essence of the bread into the body, and of the whole essence 
of the wine into the blood; which change the Catholic 
church Calls transubstantiation. 

7. I also confess that under either kind alone Christ is 
received whole and entire, and a true sacrament. 

8. I firmly hold that there is a purgatory, and that the 
souls therein detained are helped by the suffrages of the 
faithful. Likewise, that the saints reigning with Christ are 
to be-honored and invoked, and that they offer up prayers 
to God for us, and that their relics are to be had in venera- 
tion. . 

9. I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, and of 
the perpetual Virgin the Mother of God, and also of other 
saints, ought to be had and retained, and that due honor 
and veneration are to be given them. I also affirm that the 
power of indulgences was left by Christ in the church, and 
that the use of them is most wholesome to Christian people. 

10. I acknowledge the holy Catholic Apostolic Roman 
church for the mother and mistress of all churches; and I 
promis and swear true obedience to the bishop of Rome, 
successor to St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of 
Jesus Christ. i 

11. I likewise undoubtingly receive and profess ail other 
things delivered, defined, and declared by the Sacred Canons 
and General Councils, and particularly by the holy Council 
of Trent; and I condemn, reject, and anathematize all things 
contrary thereto, and all heresies which the church has con- 
demned, rejected, and anathematized. ` 

12 Ido, at this present, freely profess and truly hold this 
true Catholic faith, without which no one can be saved; and 
I promis most constantly to retain and confess the same 
entire and inviolate, with God's assistance, to the end of my 
life. And I will take care, as far as in me lies, that it shall 
-be held, taught, and preached by my subjects, or by those 
the care of whom shall appertain to me in my office. This 
I, ——, promis, vow, and swear, so help me God, and these 
holy gospels of God. 

To complete the doctrinal system two more articles of 
faith must be added, which hav been defined in these words: 
(1) That *' the blessed Virgin Mary, by a singular grace and 
privilege of Almighty God, in view of the merits of Christ 
Jesus the Savior of mankind, has been preserved free from 
all stain of original sin” (in other words, that Mary was 
absolutely sinless, and hence in no need of redemption); 
-aud (2) that ‘the Roman pontiff, when he speaks ez cathedra 
—that is, in discharge of the office of pastor and doctor of 
‘all Christians, by virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, 
he defines a doctrin regarding faith or morals—is possessed 
of that infallibility with which the divine Redeemer willed 
that his church should be endowed, and that therefore such 
definitions of the Roman pontiff are irreformable of them- 
-selvs, and not from the consent of the ace T 8 

D. T. S. 


Nrwacao, Miom., Nov. 16, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: Will you tell me through the columns of 
your most excellent paper the difference in the creeds of the 
Roman Catholics and Episcopals? I was talking with a 
good sister, a member of the last-named church, and told 
her that my ideas were that they were mugwump Catholics. 
She disputed it, and said she had no love for the Catholics. 
I told her I could convince her. But alas, I know nothing 
of their creed, and write to you for information. Please 
answer at. your earliest convenience and oblige a reader of 
your invaluable paper. ^07 -Mess D. L. Cors. — 

[If Mrs. Lake will procure her Episcopalian friend's Book 
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| Children’s Garner. 


hold, or how deep and pure the child’s love 
was for them and little Gracie. 

One day Mr. and Mrs. Chester went for a 
drive, and it happened to be on à Thanks- 


-Mdited by Mies Sosan H. Woon, Fal | giving day—just one year since she found 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


" Betwoon the dark and the daylight, — 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
. That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Cinque, the Hero of Armistad. 


[An excellent painting of Cinque, the subject of 
this poem, hangs in Mr. Robert Purvis's sitting- 
room above his writing desk, at his home, 1621 
Mount Vernon street, Philadelphia. The «tory is 
well known to many of the old-time Abolitionists. 
Spain, in violation of her treaty with other coun- 
tries for the suppression of the slave trade, con- 
tracted clandestinly to supply her island of Cuba 
witb slaves from the African coast. As the Cubans 
"worked their slaves &bout eighteen hours each 
‘day. they only lived on an average seven Years; 
so the price was high and the demand great. In 
. 1840, about fifty years ego, Cinque Was, with about 
thirty-four otber negro men and three women, in 
‘all thirty eight, landed at Havana end sold as 
‘slaves to two planters, Montez and Don Pedro, 
and while attempting to convey them in irons in 
the small boat called the Armistad. which they 


jointly owned, to their plantations on tbe island of 
Principe, the slaves mutinied, killing and dispers 


ing captain and crew of three or four men; and 
took possession of the vessel, and Cinque, as com- 
mander, compelled Montez. one of the would-be 
mastera, to agree to navigate the vessel back to 
African thores ; but he deceived them and brought 
the vessel to our shores at New London, Conn., 
where tbey were landed under the guns of our 


marine, imprisoned, and after much diplomacy. 
between Spain and this country, were tried in 
United Btates courts, and by the aid of the presi- 
dent, Jobn Quiney Adams, who pleaded their case, 
acquitted and set at liberty.] 


Under Afrio’s burning sky, 
From the womb of savage mother - 
Didat thou spring with freedom’s ory, 
Swarthy hero, valiant brother. 
In that far-off land of Mendi, 
With thy warriors by thy side, 
I am with thee, truly send I 
Martial greeting on that ride. 
If not king, then kingly scion, 
Best of blood the veins must fill; 
Eye of fire and heart of lion, 
Spartan courage, steadfast will. 
True Napoleon, who betrayed thee? 
Was it one thy heart had loved? 
Or in jungle. who warlaid thee, 
Ere thy valor had been proved? 
Turned thee over to a masier, 
Sold thee for a tithe of gold; 
Even then thy blood ran faster, 
Freely into Freadom’s mold. 
Spanish gold and Cuban greed, 
Try your haud; and if you can, 
To a seven-year slave life lead 
Armistad'a brave kero man. 
Blood shall flow and freedom flourish, 
Truth and right firm foothold gain; 
God shall triumph, wrong shall perish, 
Joy be born of grief and pain. 
Come, my lordly Cuban master, 
Who to God ne’er bent a knee, 
You shall row than lightning faster 
Changs to slave, while he is free. 
Ah, the fetters forged for him, 
Woe, that you should wear; 
Lost to heaven, on earth you win 
Hell'a deep, dark despair. 
Fagle eye now watches near thee, 
Not in Satan’s name; 
But in Freedom's. Montez, hear me, 
Wilt thou wed thy life to shame? 
O my country, oft and long 
Defending slavery's stain ; 

I send thee wildest strains of song, 
Thanks once in Freedom’s name. 
Rast, soul, aglow with freedom’s fire, 
In Freedom’s cause you wrought: 

Go on, from deeds 80 high; still higher— 
Ontrun my own poor thought. 
Out of the watches of the night 
“Shall come the music of the day; 
Ont of the darkness come the light, 
Break forth a dazzling ray. 
When shall a true word spoken rest? 
When brave blow cease for Freedom given ? 
Not till their ringing chimes be pressed 
On every ear in court of heaven. 
—D, H. Kent, Philadelphia, Pa, 
———— —9——9————————— 
A Thanksgiving Gem. 


It was on Thanksgiving day—they found 
her a poor, homeless, friendless little waif, 
numbed and senseless, by the doorsteps. 

And it was bright, cheery little Mrs. 
Chester that brought her in the warm sitting- 
room and took the friendless orphan to her 
heart and home. A long illness followed 
the child's recovery, brought on, the doctor 
said, by cold and exposure. Mrs. Chester 
. discovered the name of her protégée to be 
Edith Dale. . 

Edith was very fond of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chester, and passionately attached to Mrs. 
Chester's little baby girl, Gracie. 

Edith was 80 cheerful, so comforting, so 
helpful in so many ways, that the grateful 
lady called Edith her “little Thanksgiving 
gem.” : 

But the good people little knew what “an 
angel unawares” they had in their house. 


Edith. EE : 

They returned at nightfall, and as they 
neared Mr. Chester’s broad acres Mrs. Chester 
noticed how red the sky looked in the direc- 
tion of their home. And she fancied she 
could hear shouts, a8 if the people were 
strangely excited. 

"There is a fire, and not far from our 
house! Drive faster, Will!” she exclaimed. 

Never did a ride seem longer to poor Mrs. 
Chester. 

As they neared their home a sudden turn 
brought them in full view of their lovely 
house enveloped in flames. . 

Poor Mrs. Chester, at the thought of little 
Gracie, fell back in a dead faint. 

When she recovered she was in a neigh- 
bor’s house with her husband beside her. 
Her first thought was Gracie. She asked 
for her and Mr. Chester brought the little 
child in, crying. 

** Why, what is the matter, Gracie ?" she 
asked. 

* Oh, mamms," sobbed the little child, 
*' Edie is asleep, and I tan't wake her.” 

Mrs. Chester’s eyes sought her husband's. 

** Will," she murmured, brokenly. 

** Come, dear,” he said, taking little Gracie 
in his arms and beckoning for his wife to fol- 
low. Mrs. Chester turned white a8 death as 
she obediently followed him  down.stairs 
to the parlor. 

Into the still, darkened parlor they went. 

“ She died to save our little Gracie,” said 
Mr. Chester as he psused reverently on the 
threshold. 

In a lovely casket lined with pure white 
lilies they looked their last on their “little 
Thanksgiving gem.” Ina A. BALLOU. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

— a a 
The Devil's Marriage. 


According to a tradition, which I believe 
must be taken with a little grain of salt, the 
devil happened to contract matrimony once. 

His empire is very large, and though there 
is no deficiency there of beautiful and ami- 
&ble young ladies, who could make enjoyable 
partners to his satanic majesty, none of them 
were to his taste. : 

Convinced that he would not meet there a 
bride, he resolved to apply to our planet. 
Behold, now, actually following the ancient 
proverb of the Holy Queer, ‘‘Seek and ye 
shall find,” Satan met his companion 
amongst the daughters of men. The fortu- 
nate who gave her hand to the prince cf the 
infernal regions was called Miss Impiety. 

_For many years the couple lived in com- 
plete happiness. One day, stimulated by an 
inordinate desire to return to his nativ coun- 
try, Satan decided to abandon the earth and 
return to his fatherland. Asa loving father, 
he did not wish to leave without locating his 
daughters (there were twelve) in the manner 
following : 

Ambition, his eldest daughter, he gave 
away in marriage to a rich nobleman. 

Avarice, to a usurer. 

Brutality, to a fanatic. 

"Envy, to à coachman. 

Hypocrisy, to priests and parsons of all 
denominations. : 

Madness, to a soldier. 

Poverty was the wife of a schoolmaster. 

Waste was maiched to a young man who 
fell heir to a large fortune. 

Vanity and Vengeance he left to the fair 
sex, because he could not get husbands for 
them. 

Up to to-day, none of the daughters of 
Satan hav abandoned their husbands. 

E. 8. 

[The above is a very ingenious little story, 
but some of our readers will be likely to take 
exceptions to * Vanity and Vengeance” be- 
ing left to the “ fair sex” alone. The unfair 
sex would seem to possess a monopoly of 
those ungracious factors.—Eb. C. C.] 

9 M 
Correspondence, 
WooDLAND, Wis., Oct. 29, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixow : "This is my second letter 
to the Corner, but I hope I shail soon be able 
to correspond with grown folks. There does 
not seem to be fo many chi'dren writing to 
the Corner as there used to be, but I hope 
the Liberal will succeed, and hope, when I 
get grown, that I can get up and speak as 
the great Liberal men and women of the 
United States do. We only hav three months 
‘of school in the year, and then we hav to 
[wae over a mile up one hill and the other, 
| and school being in June, July, and August 
j we sometimes hav two weeks’ vacation. É 


Iam glad the pictures were continued. I 
hav not been to any Liberal meeting since 
last winter. Mrs. Krekel spoke at the 
Woodland school-house ; I was present; she 
was as good 8 speaker as ever graced Wood- 
land. received a letter from the assistant 
secretary of the Oregon Secular Union saying 
that they were going to meet in Portland, 
Ore., the 11th, 12th, and 18th, and would like 
to hav the Liberals of our neighborhood at- 
tend. There were many of the Liberals of 
Woodland going to attend, but they could 
not get ready before the last day, when we 
went. But the speaking had closed; there 
was only a ball on the 18th, and so we did not 
hear the speaking, aud, not caring for the 
ball, we went to the Mechanics’ Fair. But I 
hope I soon shall be able to go to a meeting 
again. We must keep the Liberal ball roll- 
ing. I will stop, cr my letter will go to the 
waste-basket ; and wishing the Liberals suc- 
cess, I remain, 

Yours for liberty and truth, 
ANNIE BALLHORN. 

[May Annie realize her desire to become à 
publie speaker, which she can do by study, 
reflection, and practice. It would be a good 
idea to form a neighborhood club for the pur- 
pose of learning the art of public speaking. 
Try it. —Ep. C. O.] 

VERSAILLES, IND., Nov. 9, 1890. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Not having written 
for so long a time, I thought perhaps you all 
would begin to think that I had deserted 
the Corner and become converted to the 
Christian faith. That is not it. I hav been 
reading, and will always continue to read, the 
valuable paper, each week with increasing in- 
terest, and am striving (as I think is every 
true Liberal’s duty) to spread the gospel of 
Freethought. Ii each and all of my Liberal 
friends would endeavor to convince at least 
one of their church-going friends of the in- 
consistency of their religion and their Bible, 
we should hav many more persons to enter the 
ranks of Liberalism. Besides, we should feel 
that we had done something in our lifetime 
for the important cause. 

Of course, there are many with whom it is 
utterly useless to reason, in consequence of 
their total ignorance upon any subject, but 
those who do admit of a mild and kind ex- 
planation are the ones upon whom our labors 
will not be lost. 


I hav been reading “Men, Women, and 


Gods," and hav liked it so well that I con- 
cluded not to be so selfish as to retain it for my 
own special benefit, but to giv it to my friends, 
for the purpose of discovering that woman is 
the slave cf religion—in fact, that she is and 
always was the unconscious tool of the Bible, 
which for that one particular reason should 
be abhorred by her as the greatest encroach- 
ment on her right and privileges. 

I wil try and write an essay for the “ Bci- 
ence Column" before long, as I am greatly 
interested in that part. 

I should like very much to correspond with 
a reader of Toe TRUTH SzEKER who writesthe 
Pitman system of phonography. It would 
be a great aid to us, and especially to myself. 
Please let me know soon. 

Well, I will close this letter now, lest it 
will become too long. 

I send you love from us all. 

Your friend, ANNIE H. STrookINGER. 


CARAOAB, VENEZUELA, S. A., 
Oct. 28, 1890. 

Drar FRIEND: Leaving New York Sep- 
tember 10ih on the steamship Caracas, I 
arrived after a very pleasant voyage of seven 
days at the island of Curacao, one of the 
Dutch West Indian possessions. 

There were fourteen p&ssengers on board, 
for the greater part Venezuelans, and their 
sociability and refinement were a source of 
pleasure during the whole voyage. 

- The officers also are a jolly set, and with- 
out exception fine samples of the American 
gentleman. 

From Curacao I proceeded to Maracaibo, 
and from there to Porto Cabello and Valen- 
cia. On arriving here in Caracas, I found 
that in the six months that I hav been absent 
lit le or nothing has occurred to disturb the 
inhabitants. 

This, to you, may seem quite common- 
place, but in these countries there is, as a 
rule, 80 much tyranny that revolutions are 
more the rule than the exception. 

Venezuela, however, has been remarkably 
fortunate in the choice of her last two presi- 
dents, with the natural result that there is 
peace and contentment throughout the entire 
republic. : 

From here I wil proceed to Ciudad Bol- 
ivar on the Orinoco, passing through Barce- 
lona, Carupano, Cumana, and Trinidad. — 

The other day they felt an earthquake 
shock here in Caracas, and although the laws 
of the country prohibit religious processions 
in public, the priests paraded around the 
plaza praying for a suspension in the earth- 
quake line. Their prayers must hav been 
heard, for there was only one shock. 

-Caracas, as I said in my last, lies in a de- 
lightful valley, and is blessed with a fine 
climate. Its society is of the best, its ladies 
are extraordinarily pretty, and I do not ex- 
aggerate in saying that its men hav retained 
all the noble attributes of their Spanish an- 
cestors to the exclusion of nearly all their 
bad ones. 

To-day is à national fete day. The streets 
are crowded with soldiers and other classes, 
all anxious to make a display of their enthu- 


siastic patriotism without a single row 

Considering the revolutionary tendency of 
the people, and the despotic government: 
which preceded that of Rajas P., this is a 
remarkable proof of the influence for good 
which can be exerted by a well-meaning and 
capable man of sense Over & people who do 
not acknowledge fear as part of their curric- 
ulum. ; "M 

The Guiana question is still uppermost in 
the minds of the Venezuelans, and I &m 
hopeful that the day is not far distant when 
England will of necessity be obliged to yield 
to the earnest and patriotic endeavors of 
Bolivar's countrymen. 

The English hav shamefully ignored the 
principles of the Monroe doctrin, and if we 
allow them to proceed as hitherto, we ghall 
some day hav cause to repent our negleot of 
a-sacred duty. 

With hope of sending more from Trinidad, 
I remain, 

Yours in friendship, G. 8. NEWTON. 

——— Mti e ——— 


An Honest Offer. 


In another column will be found the ad- 
vertisment of the great firm of J. D. Larkin 
& Co., of Buffalo. This firm is quoted in the 
commercial agencies ag being worth $100,- 
000. They hav been in business a great 
many years, and their Sweet IIome soap and 
toilet articles are well known throughout the 
United States. Much pleasure is taken in 
calling the attention of the public to this 
firm's advertisment. The firm shows its 
reliability in the fact that it is willing to let 
anybody hav its goods on thirty days’ trial.— 
Advertisment. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New Edition, Revises aad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplieé at special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEE , 
98 Lafayette Place; Now York, 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at , 
this offise. Price, 50 cents. 


Giordano Bruno. 


His Life, Works, Worth, Martyrdom, Por- 
trait, and Monument. 
With a complete list of the American subscribers 
to the fund for the erection of the monument. 
BY 


GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, THOMAS DAVIDSON, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, KARL BLIND, 
LvpiA R. CHASE. 


Single copies 15 cents; ten copies fc* a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


ROW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on. 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home, It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction.of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON; 


Price, s . . F 10 cents. 
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‘Our abject in seeing us nis Mammothi ; 1 eT. l " nnn Te 
“Christmas” Box is to introduce to the hiner LIST OF CONTENTS. EUN 
ican people our “Sweet Home" Family d ONE HUNDRED GAKES (ful size) “Swerr Home 


TAM : : T'AMILY Soap, enough to last an average family one 
and fine Toilet Articles. They are tne purest, full year. This Soap is made for all household pur- 
best, and most satisfactory whether made in} poses, and has no superior. 
this country or England; every one who uses} & BOXES BORAXIBE, (large size), for cleaning 
them once become our permanent customer. jwood-work, washing dishes, dairy utensils, removing 
We propose a new departure in the soap trade {grease spots or stains from carpets, etc., or general 


: : 3 house-cleaning, has no equal. Saves half the labor oí 
and w m £ q ; 
nd will sell direct from our factory to the washing, is a thorough disinfectant, and is a blessing 


consumer, spending the money usually allowed { to every housekeeper who uses it. Remember, Bor- 
for expenses of traveling men, wholesale and} axrne is nothing but a fine quality of Soap and Borax 
retail dealers’ profits, in handsome and valu-¢ pulverized together. It is pleasant for the hands and 
able presents to those who order at once. cannot injure the finest fabrics, 

Our goods are made for the select family} Ge-Fourth Bozen Modjeska Complexion Soap, 


: : P delicate transparency, and imparting a velvety soft- 
induce people to give them a trial, we accom- ness to the skin which is greatly admired. It removes 


pany each case with all of the useful and va!-) all roughness, redness, blotches, pimples and imper- 
uable presents named. fections from the face. For all toilet purposes it is the 

i luxury of luxuries. Especially adapted for the nursery ry 
or childrens use, or those whose skin is delicate. 


Gne Bottle Modjeska Parfume. 
. A delicate, refined, delicious perfume for the hand- 
kerchief and clothing. The most popular and lasting 
perfume ever made. 


One-Fourtiy Dozen Ocean Bath Toilet Soap. 
| One-Fourth Dozen Artistic Toilet Soap. 
Qne-Fourth Dozen Creme Toilet Soap. 
| - One-Fourth Bozen Elite Toilet Soap. 
} 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTR. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO; 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. 

3. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works; 

and influence. By Rev. JogN W. OHADWIOK. 
. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARBET P. BERVISS. A 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
. geology. By Dr. Lewis Q. JANES. . 

5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution, By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND Š i 

. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
mA uity, growth. . By Prof. E, D. COPE. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosenT G. ECOLES. 

9, EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
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One English Jar Modieska Geld Cream, Soothing, 
Healing, Beautifies the skin, Improves the Complex- 
ion, Cures Chapped Hands and Lips. 
4 
$ 
( 
H 


! One Package Clove Pink Sachet Powder, Delicate, 
Refined, Lasting. 


One Botile ancy Patent Stopper) Modjeska Tooth Powder. 
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12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nexson O. 
PARSHALL 


13, EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OHADWICE. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
EPI PREOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
. EFFECT p y 
15 TE OXING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
SAVAGE. - 
dross THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
Adaren 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
oes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Xs Xt? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances, Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. Fi clear exposi- 
i f the biblical story of man’s creation 
tion Surge, theologically denominated ''the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negativ, and afirmativ standpoint, showing 
want it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 

tf. 


10, EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY S One Stick Napoleon Shaving Seap. 
. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis IN A ee 
"c N Gur Mammoth “Christmas” Box 


THIS BOY LAUGHS folks. Such as Boy’s Tools, Saws, Hatchets, Shovel, Rakes, 
because the Great Christmas" Box has arrivedé Hoe, Top, Spinner, “Crack Shots,” Games, Jack Stones, Etc. 
and it will make 100,000 boys, girls, men and IT ALSO CONTAINS . 
women, old and young, happy : because it con- One fine Silver-Plated Button Hook. 
E : One Lady's Celluloid Pen Holder. 
tains the greatest lot of Christmas Presents? One Fancy Tidy. 
ever seen for the money. Beautiful things !? One Glove-Buttoner. l 
Something for everyone in the family, father? One Package “Steadfast” Pins. 
—mother—all of the boys and girls—the baby} Qne Spool Black Silk Thread. 
d hired sir. Such f : be box One Gentlemen's Handkerchief, large. 
~ana hired girl, uch fun opening the box? Fourteen Patent Transfer Patterns for Stamping and 
you never heard of. It is a great surprise to} Embroidering. Table Linen, Toilet Mats, Towels, 
all who get it. It contains so many of the$ Tidies, etc. 
very things everyone wishes to receive. No- 
where can such liberality be found. 


One Lady’s Handkerchief. 
We do not ask you to remit in advance, nor run any 


One Child’s Fancy Handkerchief. 

One Illuminated Wall Match Safe(can be seen at night). 
risks, nor take any chances. We merely ask permis- 
sion to ship to you a box of these goods, and if after 


One Package Assorted Christmas Card 
30 days’ trial you are fully convinced that the soap is 


Two Collar Buttons (patented). 

EISE" In addition to all of the above articles, we 
all we claim, and the extras all we advertise, you can 
then pay the bill. But if you are not satisfied in every 


place in each box OWE ALBUM containing pictures of 
the following celebrities : 

way, no charge will be made for what you have used. 

How can we do more ? 


. Wm. E. Gladstone, 13. Genéral Scott, 
T LH t th B simply write your name and ad- 
0 e e OX dress on a postal card and mail 


. Bismarck, 14. Thomas A. Edison, 
. Daniel Webster, 15. Benj. F. Morse, 
. J. G. Whittier, 16. Joseph Jefferson, 
to us and we will ship you the goods on 30 day’s trial, and you George Bancroft, 17. Benj. Franklin, 

are under no obligations to keep the box if it-does not in every way 
meet yOur expectations. We know the great value of our 
articles, and are willing to put them to the severest kind of a 


. Abraham Lincoln, 18. Henry M. Stanley, 
. Ulysses S. Grant, 19. Oliver Perry, 

test, hence will send you the box on 3o day's trial and if not 

satisfactory will remove it. i 


The Candie From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 


„Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, -= = >» 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


. Robert E. Lee, 20. Goethe, 

. Gen. Sherman, 21. Schiller. 

. Thomas Carlyle, . 22. Alex. Hamilton, 

. Commodore Faragut, 23. John Howard Payne 
. “Stonewall” Jackson, Etc, Etc, Etc. 


I 


Some people prefer to send cash with order- IE 
E we do not ask it, but if readers of this paper re- & 
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Re A. C Contains a great variety of Toys, Playthings, etc., for the 
Babies, and sundry useful and amusing things for the older 


Remember, “Sweet Home" Family Soap is 
an extra fine pure soap, made from refined 
tallow and vegetable oils. On account of its|E& 
firmness and purity, each cake will do double 
the work of the common cheap soaps usually 
sold from groceries. 


The above OFFER only holds good until January ist. (Dur Price for Wianuuotii “Christmas? Box 
SEND IN YOUR ORDERS AT ONCE. Complete, is Six Dolla 


SU UU DA pee Lun | FACTORIES : 

og D eacdinjrs, Keci al ld 

Eee paenitere nes J. D. LARKIN & CC. SENECA, HEACOCK and CARROLL, STREETS, 
tics, Magic, Ventriloquism, etc., etc. Ad- 


WP dress mentioning this magazine; - 
Tho DeWitt Publishing House, 33 Hose Street, N. Y. getfrei[ret rere rere [re rere pet fret red re fre rere 
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> Whereboxes are paid for in advance, we ship È 
Esame day order is received. All other orders m 
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"The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book 
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THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
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Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
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Romanism with Her Mask On. 
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* The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas, —Lib- 

erty in Peril. . s 

Beligious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
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Thankegiving—I. 
s —IH. 
«4 —ÍIt. 


| Sabbath Laws. 
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À Teacher We Do Not Want. 
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A Religious Procession. 
The Atonement Scheme. 


The Atonement Doctrine. 
Practical Application of the Atonement: 
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isterial delegate). 


lang, Persecutions by the Church, | 


The Burning of Bruno. 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
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Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People's Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillebury, St. Paul, 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments, When. sending subscriptions. for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please. add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around. among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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$1, etc., and returned free. 


FSTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle. IH, 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 


Send 10 cenis to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his ** Private Counselor "—a valua- 
ble book for young and middie-aged men, suffer: 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE, a8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies. you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and shonld be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. . 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

ress. He has many testimonials to the value of 

bis progressive and snecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought, 


GENTS WANTED "23 o MESTRE s 
$ Broadway, N. 


‘opportunity. Geo., A. Scott, 841 Y. 


Liberal Gleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
Bí, Newark, N. J.. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
$ Branch. 

124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7.30. Lecture», debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Preg- 


ident, Henny Bien; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
FraaaG. 


Brooklyn a Associa- 
n 


Seats free and 


o 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 24 street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P.M., 6V6 
Bunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 
form free. Oharles Monholland, seoretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meetsevery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Zrath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manrus HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on al! Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sura, Oor. Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
&re welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 


hall at_2:30 pm. All Liberals are cordially in- 


vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minnéapolie, 
Minn. J.F.MacomsBer,Pres.; LEROY BERBIER, Boc. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square: 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended fb all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P M. in the public 
.Bchool building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
FRANE Morsz, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 


Hall. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder School-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
t Universa! Mental Liberty." D. E. BicE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES BHEA, Beo. 


Portsmouth, Q., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation 18 extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. 'UTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


FRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 


hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
' to his mind 


For sale at this office, Price, $1.00, 
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— Bews of the Meek. 


. Tax pope has been forced to acquiesce in į 
“thé separation of church and state, including ; 


' AND REFORMERS. 


F 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. | pi 


Yol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Biblo, ' 

ol. 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Found 
-New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- z 
7 “tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 


“civil marriage, made by Brazil; but he makes 8V0, 335pp. TI. Describes Fully all from the time of Menu to the pres- 
pn : the Religious Systems of the Worid. ent. SVO, 1,075pp., ol ; 
his recognition of that nation conditional on Svo, 95 pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the dehors S ion 3 a ve as 


a promis that the religious associations shall 
not be suppressed and that the salaries toj 
the minor clergy be continued several years. | 


9 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THETRUTH SEEKER OO., 


38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
annual convention - 


GODS AND RELICIONS|WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
[t 


graphies of 809 of. the Leading Philosophers, | 
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(ens of Thangi, ^ 


‘THERE will shortly be no more pilests, I say 


. their work is done, x 
Death ig without emergencies here, but life 
is perpetual emergencies. here. 
l — Walt Whitman. 


Tux aim of life should be to assist in the 
subjection of the laws of nature to man's 
: ure, and to improve the 


: of the national Farmers’ 


moral, intellectual, and 


Alliance, at Ocala, Fla., 


social condition of man. 


opening on the 2d, was 


an important gathering. 


Instead of endeavoring 


to convert men to a be- 
lief in theories which 


. "Tug subscriptions to 
the scheme of General 
‘Booth ef the Salvation 
“Army for reclaiming 
“Darkest England," 
come to £38,000. 


- A LIBERAL member of 
“the congress of Mexico 
recently denounced the 
` archbishop of that coun- 
try, asd introduced a bill 
to expel from Mexican 
‘soil all priests not nativs 
- by birth. 


Ox the 29th ult., ona 
` train to Annapolis, a 
young man unwittingly 
sat down on the hat of 
Rev. Mr. Brown, and the 
preacher blacked his 
eyes and broke his nose. 
to the indignation of all 
passengers. 


A. PRoTESTANT Clergy- | = : AN f M RON 


S. 
man in Vienna, feeling AS 
himself called upon to 
stem the public esteem 
of Professor Koch, re- 
minded his congregation 
that whatever Koch. 
might still discover and 
invent, and whatever 
methods of death he 
might do away with, he 


will make them happy in 
a hereafter, of which we 
know nothing and which | 
men through the ages 
hav conceived of differ- 
ently, according to their 
own temperaments, we 
should aid the progress, 
which history shows nas 
slowly but surely been 
going on, of making 
man the master of this 
world.—Adams. 


Very few indeed ever 
trouble themselvs about 
whether there is any 
truth in the Bible story, 
or any reason in the 
Christian faith, being 
quite satisfied to jog 
along in the old faith of 
their fathers. The Chris- 
tian religion, they de- 
clare, was good enough 
for their ancestors, and 
therefore ought to be 
good enough for them, 
little considering the 
awkward admission. in- 
volved in the statement. 
They quite lose sight of 
the fact that it was a 
pure matter of chance 
that they were born in 
Christian England in- 


never could drive death 
out of the world, and 
that religion had lost 
none of its importance 
by the advance of. sci- of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also.—2 Sam. xi, 16, 17. i 
ence. - - : 


$ THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD * Liberty in Literature, 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


* The shame itself doth call for instant 
"NN - remedy.” 


URIAH IS SLAIN. 


Rsv. C. C. Hempre, near Guthrie, Okla 
homa, for disreputable conduct had his pul- 
pit transferred to Rev. J. Anghey, but con- 
fronted the latter, when he came to claim it, 
with arevolver. Sheriff Lyttle disarmed and 
arrested him. 


. CARDINAL Grezons has brought suit for 
-Jibel against a Roman Catholic author, H. A. 
Ringrose, for dedicating his book, ** The Poor 
Man’s Priest," which is the life and indorse- 
ment of Dr. McGlynn, to the cardinal with- 
out his consent. 


At the conference of the National Liberal 
Federation in London a platform was adopted 
in favor of free education, reform in land 
laws, disestablishment and disendowment of 
the Church of Scotland, local option, forma- 

tion of district and parish councils, and 
. mending or ending of the House of Lords. 


| By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL. 


Whitman. 


> Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on | lished at this office. 


Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


i Cassar purpose having a Catholic ex- 28 Lafayette Place, New York. s 

. hibit at the World's Fair, showing works of 

- their members in practical and fine arts, lit- What Would Follow Girard College Theology °; 
erature, etc. They will show “the way in AN EXPOSÉ ; 
which the church preserved letters and arts ” THE 


in the few accidental cases in which that in- 


stitution did so, but will not present the bequest to Fhiladelohia by tho Ohrin 


Effacement of Christianity? |° 


churches and Young Men’s 


numberless instances. in which it destroyed BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. Christian Associa- 
them... : Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. tion. 
- Apropos of Ward McAllister's book, ** 8o- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., BOBO EE D LLD 


ciety as I Hav Found It,” Dr. McGlynn lect- 28 Lafayótte Place, New York, | Price $1. 
nred last Sunday night on ** Society as I Hav 
‘Found It," saying that “society” as McAl- 
: lister describes it can exist only by dishonest 
accumulation of wealth, by bribery and legis- 
‘lativ corruption. In one century, he said, 
America hag nearly reached the condition 
_which Rome after many centuries arrived at 


“before her fall. 


Proressor Koow’s lymph seems to be more 

: effectiv in external diseases, like lupus, etc., 
' than in consumption. Piteous appeals for it 
come from this country and all others, out- 
. stripping all possibility of gratifying. Phy- 
. Sicians from all nations are arriving at Berlin 
‘to investigate. A limited quantity of the 
"lymph has been forwarded to American hos. 
“pitals. The German government has placed 
at Koch’s disposal funds to enable him to 
.continue his inquiries and produce the 
“lymph. It is intended soon to place the man- 
ufacture of the lymph in the hands of the 
government, and security will be felt by all 
.people when they can obtain it under the seal 
of Germany, instead of from divers money- 
making manufacturers and counterfeiters. 
“English physicians are displeased at Koch's 
-intention to keep the formula secret a lon 
; time, and say their College of Physicians will 
hav nothing to do with a remedy the compo- 
“sition of which is a secret. But Koch says 
^it is one of the most powerful agents dis- 
: covered, and cannot be applied too cau- 
_tiously, for if it were placed without reserve 


each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 


resort: when no moral amusements are available. 


receipts. 


And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant 
men were. And the men of the city went out and fought with Joab: and there fell some of. the people of the servants 


around swearing to his mistakes. 
;can honor your mother by saying that igno- 
;rance is blessed because she did not know 
everything. 
Pup. finding out more than they did.—Ingersoll. 


GIRARD'S WILL 


f the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
an 


stead of in Moham- 
medan Turkey. Accord- 
ing to their argument, 
they are guilty of great 
wickeduess in contribut- 
ing toward the expense 
of sending out mission- 


aries to try to convert foreigners from the 
faith of their fathers. 
a Turk to embrace the religion of Moham- 
med, fora Hindoo to embrace Brahmanism, 
a Chinese Fohism or Confucianism, a Parsee 
Zoroastrianism, a Thibetan Buddhism, and 
an African fetichism, as for a European to 
| embrace Christianism.— Dr. Hardwicke. 


| 
Address at the Testimonial to Wait! 


It must be as right for 


Yov never can honor your father by going 
You never 


I want to honor my parents by 


Tux true Christian not only feels no need 


: of culture, because this is a worldly principle 
and opposed to feeling; he has also no need 
of (natural) love. 
want of culture, and in like manner God sup- 
plies to him the want of love, of a wife, of a 
family.— Feuerbach. 


God supplies to him the 


Misonizvovs is the following teaching: 


:“ Take no thought for your life, what ye 
ghall eat or what ye shall drink: nor yet for 
your body what ye shall put on. 
fowls of the air," etc. (Matt. vi, 25). 
poor man who takes no thought for the mor- 
row in modern times soon finds himself an 
inmate either of the workhouse or of the 
Address THE TRUTH BzxkEn. jail.— Arthur B. Moss. 


Behold the 
The 


To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publie on 


1, That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 
2. That publie morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 


3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your bands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
g| will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 

restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally : Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the F'air itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


in the hands of all practitioners it would kill 
more than consumption. 


‘Name. | Town. 


State. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as lecond-cines Matias. 
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dilofes and (lippings. 


Tue marquis of Queensbury, of prize-ring 
fame, approves ‘‘General” Booth’s scheme 
for Darkest London, and givs him $500. He 
describes himself as a ‘‘ reverent Agnostic.” 


Tux Catholic Union and Times says: ‘It 
looks as if the Methodists were going to hav 
a woman bishop. We congratulate, Miss 
Frances Willard. She has downed St. Paul. 
May her episcopal cackle be loud and long.” 


THE ballot in regard to closing the World's 
Fair on Sunday, which was carried on in the 
Chicago Hvening Post for about six weeks, 
closed November 18th, with the result stand- 
ing thus: For opening on Sunday, 10,816; 
against opening on Sunday, 5,192. 


Tux Canadian Baptist of Nov. 6, 1890, 
says: ‘‘ The appropriation of public moneys 
to sectarian uses by state legislatures is excit- 
ing much and increasing discussion in the 
United States. Thoughtful and far-seeing 
citizens in the different states are coming to 
see more and more clearly that such use of 
the public funds is wrong in principle and 
pernicious in practice.” 


Tuis is from the Denison Sunday Gazetteer : 
“ Sam Jones, the leather-lunged exponent of 
slang and vulgarity, otherwise known as the 
‘great evangelist,’ is converting Texans by 
hundreds and raking in the dollars by thou- 
sands. ‘The collection at Palestine, Tex., 
last Sunday, amounted to $2,200. We hav 
been assured that men preach the gospel for 
love, and that the Holy. Spirit is the medium 
through which conversions are made, and 
men only the instruments to create an awak- 


ening, but we confess our ignorance in view 
of the statements publicly made that ‘Sam 
Jones converted five hundred souls, and ‘a 
collection of $2,200 was raised fur Sam Jones 
at the close of the meeting.’ ‘ What fools we 
mortals be??? i 


Tue ancient and ghostly ceremony of the 
religious brotherhood known as ‘‘ Of the 
Souls in Purgatory,” in the republic of Ma- 
rino, was performed for the last time last 
month. The brotherhood, dressed in black, 
with masks and torches, carry a skeleton 
stretched on a white sheet on a bier about the 
town, winding up witha sort of Danse Maca- 
bre. The bishops and the civil authorities, 
with, it is said, the sanction of the pope, hav 
ordered that the dance shall never be held 
again. 


Tue Farmers’ Alliance, in session at Ocala, 
Fia., unanimously passed this resolution: 
«We, the national Farmers’ Alliance of 
America, believing that obedience and vener- 
ation for the laws of God are the conserving 
ard saving force of human government, do 
hereby respectfully request that the directors 
of the great national fair, to be held in 1892, 
do not desecrate the American Sabbath by 
keeping open the gates to the same on the 
Lord’s day.” The Alliance might hav spoken 
with more wisdom." ' 

Toward the close of the late meeting of 
the World's Columbian Commission at Chi- 
cago the Sunday question came up briefly, 
the secretary reporting.the receipt of numer- 
ous communications, and was disposed of by 
theadoption of the following resolution offered 
by General St. Clair: '' Resolved, That the 
communication of the secretary be received 
and filed, and the secretary is hereby directed 


to reply to the communications therein re- 
ferred to, and such like communications as 
he may hereafter receive, stating that they 
will be considered at some future meeting of 
the commission after the Chicago directory 
has submitted its rules and regulations gov- 
erning the rate of entrance,” etc. 


A DISPATOH to the World asks: ‘‘ What 
will Wanamaker say when he learns that the 
sacred precincts of Rochester’s new post- 
office building hav been invaded by a lottery 
concern? The building has been in course 
of erection for nearly eight years and has just 
received the finishing touches. The ladies 
having in charge the annna] donation for the 
city hospital, the greatest charity of the city, 
secured it for a grand bazar and supper. 
Among the attractions is a flower room, 
where for from ten to twenty-five cents, bou- 
quets are sold containing prizes ranging from 
a trinket of no value to $1 in cash. The lot- 
tery is being liberally patronized. The 
churches are all interested, and none of the 
pastors hav as yet said anything against the 
lottery.” 

. Tux French minister of trade has just col- 
lected a lot of interesting opinions concerning 
the labor question from all classes of men in 
the French mercantil world. Question blanks 
to the number of 150,000 were sent out, 
and 85,000 were returned with all answers. 
All boards of trade throughout France pro- 
tested against the interference of the state in 
the solution of labor problems. The indus- 
trial courts spoke for the nine-ten hour day ; 
the trade societies for the eight-hour day. 
All French chambers of commerce declared 
that the introduction of the eight-hour day 
would result in the decrease of production. 
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A somewhat unexpected result of the investi- 
gation was the discovery that an unusually 
large number of Swiss and German working- 
men hav been crowding into French factories 
of late years. 


Tavs the Catholic Review on the late elec- 
tion in Massachusetts : ‘‘ The Democrats of 
the country must not forget that the tidal 
wave which had put William E. Russell in 
the governor’s chair of Massachusetts sent 
John W. Corcoran, candidate on the same 
ticket for lieutenant-zovernor, to the bottom 
of the sea. States may go Republican or 
Democratic by immense majorities, but the 
Catholic candidate is never elected where the 
Protestant can prevent it. The entire scheme 
of American constitutional government, 80 
fair in securing every man his rights, is nulli- 
fied whenever Protestants hav the power of 
nullifying it with regard to Catholics. And 
it is not to be doubted that there never 
would hav been any American Constitution 
had the Protestant colonies foreseen the suc- 
cess of Catholicity under its fair spirit. 
There is a necessity in this country for & 
Catholic organization which may neutralize 
this bad Protestant spirit on occasions. For 
instance, since it must hav been guessed that 
Corcoran would lose heavily in the election 
because of his Catholicity, every Catholic 
vote in the state should hav been placed to 
his credit. This is the rule for the Catholic 
voter in present conditions: when a Catholic 
candidate is on a ticket and his opponent is 
a non-Catholic, let the Catholic candidate 
hav the vote no matter what he represents. 
A strong medicin of this kind administered 
annually will tone the nervous system of the 
bigot and the politician.” 
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Communications. 


Christianity Before the Court. 
COMMON SENSE ON THE WOOLSAOK, 


Erom the earliest dawn of history man has perse- 
cuted his brother for a difference of opinion. Soc- 
rates was compelled to drain the cup of hemlock be- 
cause he tried to supplant the old pagan gods and 
introduce more rational ideas of deity, and for cor- 
rupting the Athenian youth. The truth is, his offense 
was the promulgation of ideas which the people of 
his time were unable to appreciate. How much the 
world has lost by the untimely murder of Socrates 
cannot be determined at the present day. 

The great work of Copernicus on “The Revolu- 
tion of the Celestial Orbs” was not published for 
thirty years after it was written for fear of persecu- 
tion. At that time the earth was believed to be the 
center of the solar system, and the pious noddies 
could not brook ideas in science which did not cor- 
respond with what the priests had told them. In 
other words, it was & crime to disseminate ideas, 
however important to the world, in advance of ar 
ignorant priesthood and a more ignorant church. 

In his old days Galileo was summoned before the 
Inquisition for promulgating the truths enunciated 
by Oopernicus. And on bended knees, with his 
hand on the holy gospels, he was made to renounce 
the theory of the solar system. He was finally 
thrown into prison, without books, pen, or paper, 
and his last days rendered as miserable as intoler- 
ant fanaticism could make them. Bruno, for teach- 
ing philosophy and astronomy, was burnt at Rome 
less than three hundred years ago. 

I do not mention these facts because I think they 
will be new to the student in history, but to call 
his attention to the lying claim of the church that 
she has always been the promoter of science and the 
friend of learning. 

For a period of more than a thousand years, 
known as the Dark Ages, every independent 
thinker was tortured or condemned to death. The 
rack, the thumbscrew, the ripping-knife, the iron 
boot, and many other instruments of torture were 
invented to punish those whose brain had origi- 

_ nated new thoughts and who had the manly courage 
to step aside from the old beaten track. 

They seemed to go upon the supposition that 
if a new idea was promulgated, the plutonian 
regions would be uncapped and all the angels of 
destruction would be let loose and pandemonium 
would reign. 

These intolerant and superstitious ideas plowed 
such deep furrows in the human brain that they 
hav been transmitted from generation to genera- 
tion, and with a thousand forked curses, prompt 
men to acts of persecution and cruelty even at 
the present day. - 

e look upon the murdér of Bruno and hun- 
dreds of others, and upon the tortures of rack 
and flame, with feelings of horror, and wonder 
that men should be so brutally treated because 
they had given birth to a new idea. 

But we should examin ourselvs and see if we do 

' not cherish the same spirit in our own breasts. If 
an idea be advanced in keeping with our own be- 
lief, how readily we accept it, and how kindly we 
feel toward the one who advances it. But how 
different the feeling when a truth is advanced con- 
trary to our former belief. . 

Thus we too often make the foree of the truth 
depend upon our former belief. 

This partiality for our own opinions and belief 
has had a tendency to keep generation after gen- 
eration in the same old mental ruts. Nearly 
every man who has come before the world with a 
new thought has been compelled to run the 
gauntlet. 

Who shall say how much this unholy warfare 
against new and unwelcome truths has kept back 
the civilization of the world? An unwelcome truth! 
What a misnomer! Should any truth be unwel- 
come? Will the time ever come when truth shall 
triumph over prejudice? Will manhood ever assert 
itself, so that we shall hold our beliefs and prejudices 
under subjection to the truth? Has not the time 
yet come when the world can be trusted with new 
thoughts? If not, what man, or class of men, is to 
be the world’s guardian? Who is to act as censor 
for the nineteenth century, and say this thought 
you may accept, that you must reject? Is some man 
to forbid me to scale the loftiest hights or to descend 
to the lowest depths, or range ocean, earth, and 
heaven in search of knowledge? 

Is it a crime in anyone to try to make the acquaint- 
ance of those who stand in the front ranks of sci- 
ence, and ask them to giv him their best ideas, their 
newest thoughts, and their latest discoveries? - 

Is it wicked for me to write down the thoughts 
manufactured by the machinery of my brain or to 
receive the thoughts of another? I did not make 
the machine, neither can I control it. If the machin- 
ery of my brain does not turn out thoughts to suit 
the Ohristian, let him blame the maker. 


For hundreds of years it has been the practice of 
the church to choke down every new thought which 
it considered unorthodox. And nearly every scien- 
tific thought has been so considered. 

' Ohristians hav ever claimed the right io express 
their thoughts, but hav persistently denied that 
right to others. Has this proved to be the best 
course for the world at large? 

You, my Christian friends, doubtless know many 
things which I do not know, and for you to choke 
down my thoughts, and for others to choke down 
your thoughts, is to say that all are satisfied with 
what they already know and are willing to hold the 
world at a standstill. But with a free interchange 
of ideas each becomes master of all the others know, 
and the world moves forward. 

In the realm of thought there should be no mas- 
ters, no slaves. It is as wicked to strangle a new- 
born thought as to strangle a new-born babe. Has 
the curse of the world been too many thinkers? If 
so, would it not be a great blessing to hav men born 
without brains? The most valuable thoughts to the 
world hav come from those whom the world has 
most persecuted. The world will never start on the 
direct road to the highest civilization until it bids 
welcome to every new thought, and if it finds it worthy 
adopts it as the common property of all. 

Now, my Ohristian friends, the thoughts which I 
shall present for consideration are, according to my 
belief and judgment, founded in truth. If they are 
not approved by your reason you are not bound to 
believe them, but I pray you not to reject them with- 
out a due exercise of your judgment. 

The Mormon comes to you with a book and he says 
it is the word of God. The Mohammedan presents a 
book and claims it was written by the divine ruler in 
heaven. The Scandinavian has two books for which 
he claims divine authority. The Persian has a book 
which he knows was written by a man whose hand 
was guided by divine inspiration. And the Buddh- 
ist has some sacred writings which he believes far 
transcend anything which could he produced by 
mortal man. And yet the Brahman comes with a 
book written in ancient Sanscrit, which he believes 
to be heavenly, pure, written by the great Brahma. 
And so, if there is any reliance to be placed on his- 
tory, there are more than twenty books which hav 
been, or are to-day, considered sacred. 

Did God write all of these books, or did men 
write a part of them? If God did not write them 
all, which did he write? If men had an object in 
writing a part of them, might they not hav had an 
object in writing all of them? The Buddhist will 
feli you that all so-called sacred writings are spuri- 
ous but his. The Persian will tell you the game 
in regard to his sacred book, and so of ail the rest. 

A careful examination of these books will satisfy 
any unprejudiced mind that not one of them contains 
anything above what man could produce. There is 
much in these books which is good and much which 
is bad, and nothing which is inspired. And as men 
hav always been writing books, both good and bad, 
and as we never knew God to write books of either 
deseription, we are driven to the reasonable conclu- 
sion that he never has had much experience either as 
8 book publisher or book writer. 

But the Christian comes forward with the claim 
that his inspired book is an exception to all the rest. 
He believes it to be the only perfect book ever writ- 
ten. But, my Christian friend, do you realize that 
the believers in each of the other so-called revealed 
wills of God entertain the same belief in regard to 
its sanctity? And do you realize that if you had 
been brought up among the Mohammedans you 
would hav the same reverence for the Koran that you 
now hav for the Bible—that the matter of religious 
belief depends entirely upon geographical lines? In 
one country you are a religious pig, in another a relig- 
ious puppy, but never a religious man. For man- 
hood depends upon no system of supernatural religion. 

You call a man an Infidel, and hold him up to the 
reprobation of the world, who does not believe in 
the sanctity of your Bible. But did you ever realize 
how near you come to agreeing with him? You be- 
lieve that these books are all man-made except the 
one you venerate. - 

He believes tha& God never had anything to do 
with any of them. There is only a difference of one 
book between you. And since there are some twenty 
of these so-called sacred volumes, and as you reject 
nineteen of them, you must be nineteen-twentieths 
of an Infidel. 

Again. Did it ever occur to your mind, my Ohris- 
tian friend, that the Infidel has the same right to 
differ from you that you hav to differ from him ? 

Would you like to be punished because you differ 
from another in opinion? But Christians hav been 
punishing those who differed from them in opinion 
through nearly all the Christian centuries. 

You do not seem to be satisfied with the privilege 
of spending Sunday in the most agreeable manner 
to yourself, but you seem determined to make others 
spend their Sundays just as you do without any re- 
gard to their feelings or convenience. : 

If Christianity had infused a little manhood into 


you, instead of making you stone-blind, you would 
see the monstrous injustice of such requirement. 

You no doubt think that all men should observe 
Sunday because you regard that day as holy time. 
And you pass laws to punish those who do not. bow 
to your doctrin. You say that acts, which are right 
on Saturday, are wrong if performed on Sunday. 
Did it ever occur to you that a man cannot sin 
against time? That the question of right and wrong 
depends upon the nature of the act, and not upon 
the time when it is performed? Is it not the hight 
of folly to say that an act is proper if performed at 
11 o'elock on Saturday night, but criminal if per- 
formed at 1 o'clock Sunday morning? Must a man 
keep his eye on the clock dial to know whether he is 
committing a crime or not ? 

Moreover, if you were living in a Mohammedan 
country would you like to be fined or imprisoned be- 
cause you do not observe Friday when you hav no 
particular regard for that day? ‘Will you do unto 
others what you would not like to hav done to you? 
Hav not the Jews and Mohammedans and Persians 
the same right to observe their holy days that you 
hav to observe yours? There is no day in the week 
which has not been kept as holy time by some sect 
of worshipers. What would be the consequence if 
all these different sects were living in one commu- 
nity, and each sect should impose fines or other pen- 
alties for the violation of their respectiv days? 
Would it not be far better to allow each sect to ob- 
serve its own particular day in its own.way, without 
being molested by the others ? 

And should not every man be allowed the full 
enjoyment of his opinion in regard to the observance 
or inobservance of any particular day, so long as he 
does not infringe the rights of others? What bet- 
ter right has a Christian to control a Jew, than & 
Jew has to control a Christian? And why should: 


‘not an Infidel enjoy rights equal to all? 


Some Christians claim that this is a Christian 
government, and that it should be run in the interest 
of Ohristianity. If any Ohristian will point his 
finger to any clause in the Constitution upon which 
such a claim can be based he will confer a great 
favor upon many very intelligent citizens. If there 
be any constitutional law in regard to the matter it 
is plainly on the other side. For it positivly declares: 
that Congress shall pass no law establishing any 
system of religion. 

The reason why I find fault with Christianity is 
because it will not mind its own business, and is not 
satisfied with the full enjoyment of its rights, but 
seeks to trample down the rights of others. 

By what rule of right do Christians make Liberals 
pay taxes on their church property? Is not this 
clearly an usurpation ? 

Is it not wielding the strong arm of the law in favor 
of Christianity, and in violation of the fundamental 
law of the land? 

If Christians were compelled to pay taxes on 
Mohammedan mosques, Buddhistie temples, and 
Ohinese Joss-houses, I am inclined to think they 
would begin to appreciate the outrage of compelling 
Liberals to psy taxes on property owned by others, 
and protected at public expense, and in which they 
hav no interest. 

If Christians want to build churches, they hav the 
right to do go, and every true Liberal will unflinch- 
ingly support them in the exercise of that right. 
Let them be never so costly, let their spires run 
heaven-high, no Liberal will find fault. But when 
they build churches and cathedrals for their own 
accommodation and amusement, and compel those 
to pay taxes on them who hav no interest in them, 
the usurpation and outrage are so glaring that all 
should be ashamed of it who hav a just appreciation 
of true manhood. 

There is another just cause of complaint against 
Christians in this country, because it is the result of 
Christian legislation. I refer to the rule applied to 
witnesses in courts of justice in many states. 

The oath of a drunkard or rum-seller, gambler, 
bully, or debauchee, Jew or Mohammedan, will be 
taken in this country without hesitation. If I 
hav been correctly informed, the courts will depart 
from the ordinary practice, and cut off a rooster’s 
head in the courtroom and swear a Chinaman in the 
most approved manner. — 

But let an Atheist or Agnostic be brought before 
the court, no matter what his character for truth 
and veracity may be, and “ presto, change!” He is 
not a competent witness. In many states in the 
Union one might be robbed, or even hav his dearest 
friends murdered, before his eyes, and his oath would 
not be allowed to bring a villain to justice. 

If Atheists and Agnostics would lie and say they 
believe in a God, when they know nothing about it, 
their oath would be allowed. Thus a man must be 
a perjurer in his own heart to be believed by a 
Christian. Justice would require that every law 
which makes a distinction in favor of a Christian, on 
account of his religion, should be stricken from the 
statute-book. The competency of a witness should 
depend upon his veracity and not upon his religious 
belief. When a man is robbed of his rights, he is a 
slave. If I am to be reduced to a state of slavery, I 
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tians. 

There is another question to which the attention 
of Christians should be called, and that is their deter- 
mination to force religious teaching in the common 
schools. Obhristians manifest a disposition to hav 
others observe the Golden Rule, but they are not al- 
waya particular about applying it to their own con- 


uct. . 

Would the Ohristian like to send his children to 
schools where Mormonism or Mohammedanism is 
taught? Would a Jew like to hav the New Testa- 
ment read and Ohristian prayer made in schools where 
he sends his children? Would Protestants like to 
send their children to Catholic schools, or would Oath- 
olics be satisfied with Protestant teaching? And 
would it not be an outrage on Liberals tobe compelled 
to send their children to school where any system 
of supernatural religion is taught? Would any 
fair-minded man, who is willing to concede to others 
as much as he asks of them, be willing to impose 
upon other children what he would not like to hav 
imposed upon his own? No system of religion can 
be taught in our public schools without giving offense 
to some one. Justice to each is justice to all Let 
the schools be kept free from religious taint. No 
other course can insure justice to all. 

If it is true that Christianity inspires men with a 
love of justice and fills them with the loftiest senti- 
ments and makes them merciful and forgiving, as is 
claimed, then Ohristians ought to be the most mag- 
nanimous people in the world. But they insist on 
many practices which ill comport with their claim to 
magnanimity. They insist upon prayers and religious 
exercises in the prisons, in the army and navy, and in 
the legislatures both state and national. In the first 
place, I do not believe that a prayer ever altered a 
circumstance or condition so much as the breadth 
of one hair. 

Yet if a man wants to pray he must enjoy that 
privilege undisturbed. At the same time, he must not 
impose his prayers upon those who do not want to 
hear them. Much less should he force his prayers 
and religious ceremonies upon those who are not in- 
terested in them. 

Would a Christian be very much pleased with a 
law which would compel him to pay a Mohammedan 
for entering our prisons and legislativ halls and pray- 
ing five times a day? Christians are just as much 
interested in Mohammedan prayers as thousands of 
Liberals in this country are in theirs. If Christians 
would not like to hav Mohammedans pray for them, 
why should they try to force their prayers upon 
others who are not interested in them? 

But the Ohristian says that he is guided by the 
Bible, which was written by the finger of God, and 
that God and he make a majority. Though Chris- 
tians often fight among themselvs, each faction 
always believe that God is on their side, thus giving 
to each party a clear Obristian majority. "his Ohris- 
tian majority, or “God on our side,” has brought 
the most terrible calamities upon the children of 
men. It has been the power behind the throne of 
every Ohristian tyrant. It is even now persecuting 
and banishing the Jews in and from Russia. This 
Ged majority spoke the Inquisition into being. 
For more than a thousand years all Europe was 
ruled by this majority, and what was the condition 
of the people? Not one out of a hundred could 
read or write his name. The common people lived 
in hovels, without floors, chimneys, or doors. Our 
domestic animals to-day are better housed than they. 
Their food consisted of black bread, a few vegeta- 
bles, and such roots as they could dig. Their cloth- 
ing was hides, skins, and oftentimes straw tied around 
them with thongs or bark from trees. The people 
were all enthusiastic Christians but not high livers. 

Jomw Prox. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
o meat 
Bible Lotteries. 

Since newspapers containing any news respecting 
prizes drawn at lotteries, whether of the ungodly 
sort such as the Louisiana lottery, or of the godly 
kind such as the Catholic fair raffles, are “ unmail- 
able,” why is not the Bible put under the same ban 
for the same reason ? 

The word lottery is derived from lot, which means 
“chance, hazard, fortune” (Webster). 

It seems to hav been a common thing in the olden 
times to play the lottery business. It was sacred 
then, but it is profane now. 


"ui they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonsh (Jonah i, 


It seems that he drew a whale. But that was an 
unlucky throw of the dice for him, as upon the 
second “throw” he was thrown into the sea. 

And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan, my 
son, and Jonathan was taken (1 Sam. xiv, 41). 

And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon 
Matthias (Acts i, 26). 

And when they bad crucified him, they parted his gar- 
ments, casting lots upon them (Mark xv, 24). 


If Catholic fair raffles come strictly under the law, 


^ 


would ag soon be a slave to Mohammedans as Chris- | under the same law. Honor bright. Let Bible raf- 


Keep Religion Out of the Schools. 
From the Independent, 

We giv an account elsewhere of a conference held 
in this city, called by a Presbyterian synodical com- 
mittee, to advocate the definit elementary teaching 
of religion and morals in our public schools. The 
control of the conference represented the views of 
those who believe that the Bible (Protestant version) 
should be resad in publie schools, and that children 
should there be taught elementary Christian morals, 
based on the doctrin of God and the awards of the 
future world. A very activ Presbyterian committee, 
devoted to this object, visited the various denomina- 
tional meetings of the state, and secured delegates 
from many of them to attend their conference. | 
Some failed or refused to respond; but an interest- 
ing meeting was held, in which most of the speakers 
were in full sympathy with the purpose of the or- 
ganizera. . 

We do not believe in the purpose aimed at by this 
conference. We do not believe in putting either re- 
ligion or sectarianism in the public schools. Their 
purpose is secular, as we hav shown very fully, and 
in a long series of articles by Dr. Spear which we 
published some years ago. We can trust the church 
to teach religion ; we cannot trust the state. 

It may be considered as practically settled, what- 
ever this conference of belated and excellent gentle- 
men may say, that religion is not to be taught in the 
public schools; that it is not the purpose of the 
public schools to teach religion; that the public 
schools are in their primary intention purely secular, 
as much so s8 a shoe shop or a woolen factory. .It 
is settled by the American people that religion is 
left to the family and to the church, left wholly and 
utterly and finally. We may talk otherwise, but it 
is mere academic talking. The question is already 
settled, and settled right. The American people 
will not trust the state to teach religion; that is a 
matter between the individual and hisGod. If there 
sre certain children who are not taught religion in 
their homes, the state does not assume to teach 
them; it leaves that wisely to the church to bring 


fles be kept out of the mails. W.S. Butz. 
ce eae 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The Federation of French Freethought Societies 
contains at the present time over one hundred auxil- 
iary bodies, all in good standing and full of enthu- 


siasm.— La Raison. This leaves us Americans away 
behind. 


November, 1890, will always be remembered by the 
clergy of France, for in that month, for the first time 
since 1798, students for clerical offices were com- 
pelled by law to pay at least one of the duties of a 
French citizen, namely, to serve in the army as com- 
mon soldiers.— Das Menschenthum. 


Vienna, Austria, must be an earthly paradise for 
orthodox bigots. Last month a musician, a Free- 
thinker, was sentenced to six daye’ imprisonment for 
not removing the cigar from his mouth when a relig- 
ious procession passed by.—Der Freidenker, Evi- 
dently the authorities believed he would hav plenty 
of time to “smoke” in the hereafter. 


November 4th the Society for the Diffusion of 
Moral Teachings Without Any Theological or Super- 
natural Infusion, held its first meeting. M. Jean- 
Paul .Oéa, the originator of the movement, and 
author of two works on “Morals,” was elected presi- 
dent. The plan is excellent and deserves abundant 
success.— Circulaire du comité d'etudes morales. 


The pope has got left again. His fierce encyc- 
lical letter against the Italian government did not 
serve its purpose. On the eontrary, the people in- 
dorsed at the polls the government's attitude toward 
the pope, by electing several new anticlerical mem- 
bers. Prime Minister Crispi was elected in four dif- 
ferent cities.— 7 7reireligiises-Sonntags-Blatt. That 
is the way to do the business. 


The movement started by Tux. Truru Szexzr in 
giving from time to time biographical sketches of 
foreign Freethinkers of eminence, has been taken 
up by several of our European contemporaries. 
Fritinkaren in its last number has a portrait and 
biographical sketch of Dr. Phil. Knut Wicksell, and 
La Vérité presents to its readers an illustrated bio- 
graphical sketch of G. W. Foote, president of the 
National Secular Society of England. 


A few months sgo the emperor and empress of 
Russia honored the Poganoff cloister with a visit, 
and remained there for lunch. Among the dishes 
served was soup. The emperor thought the soup 
tasted rather thin and made a remark about it to 
the prior. The latter perked up as much as etiquet 
permitted, and in a tone of pride and satisfaction 
over having done a good deed, said: “ Yes, your 
majesty, father of all orthodox Russians, we hav for 
your sake committed a sin, I fear’; the soup your 
majesty has been eating was made from the bones of 
holy Job, which are kept here.” The imperial 
visitors did not call for a second plate.—Fri- 
tinkaren. 


The day of the supernatural has not yet passed. 
In Tyrol, a province belonging to Austria, the holy 
mamma, Virgin Mary, has for two months daily ap- 
peared on the top of a spruce-tree in a forest tos 
twelve-years-old peasant girl, whom she instructed to 
inform all true believers of her most holy wishes. 
The news spread through all Austro-Hungary, and 
great crowds of pious fools came to hear what Mary 
had to say. A small altar illuminated with tallow 
candles was placed at the foot of the tree, and from 
it the girl announced the celestial news on Sundays 
to as many as three thousand people. It is unneces- 
sary to. state, I suppose, that the child suffering 
under hallucination is the only one that can see 
the heavenly visitor. Certainly there is need of 
Freethought in Austria.— Der Lichifreund. 


The trouble in Sweden is now somewhat lessened. 
Henry Berghell, the Freethought Brutus, has joined 
his friends the Socialists, and intends to start a 
Socialistic-Infidel movement. We are glad he has 
left. It is best for all parties. Freethought seldom 
pays its disciple and exponent hard cash, and espe- 
cially not in the beginning. And Mr. Berghell, be- 
sides being (judging from his traveling expenses 
charged to the society) very extravagant, virtually 
did much harm to the cause by his unnecessarily 
offensiv attitude toward the Ohristians. A Free- 
thought lecturer must before everything be a gentle- 
man, and a Liberal. Meanwhile, Freethought is 
spreading, and has even entered Upsala University, 
where a wicked fellow when asked, “ What is theol- 
ogy ?” answered, “Unfourded suppositions syste- 
matically arranged.” Gustave NELSON. 
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then the ancient rafle for Jesus's clothes comes | on application. 


one. 
things. 


fellow-men. 
with all thy heart” is religion; “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself” is morals. Religion may 
depend upon morals, and much more morals may de- 
pend upon religion; but they are not inseparable. 


what influence it can to bear upon those children. 
That is the safest way and the only truly effectiv way. 

The question of teaching morals is quite another 
Now, morals and religion are two different 
Religion has to do with one’s relation to 
God; morals hav to do with one’s relation to his 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 


Now, it is for the interest of the state to hav good 


morals. If it has no real relation to religion, it does 
hav a real relation to character ; but morals must be 
kept distinct and separate from the religion. It is 
not any part of the duty of the state to teach religion 
under the pretense of teaching morals. 


Should, then, morals be taught in the public 


schools? The proper province of the public school 

is to teach secular learning—reading and writing and 
arithmetic—and to make intelligent citizens. 
does more than this, if in addition to intellectual it 
also givs moral instruction, this is to be done not as 
a primary object, but incidentally. It is impossible 
to teach reading or writing or arithmetic well with- 
out giving some moral training. Attention and self- 
restraint and diligence are part of the disciplin of 


If it 


study, and they at least are taught to every good 
pupil. It is not that the teacher’s object is first to 


‘secure these virtues, but the virtues come incident- 


ally, but necessarily. We do not sufüciently appre- 
ciate the immense value which schools possess in the 
culture of the moral nature, by the habits of dil- 
igence and application which they inculcate. It isa 
fact which has been proved abundantly by statistics, 
and will be supported by inquiry, that an educated 
community is more moral than an uneducated one, 
that the percentage of morals fails as the percent- 
age of illiteracy goes up. A boy who has lesrned to 
work in school is more likely to earn a living hon- 
estly when he grows up. He has learned to apply 
himself. He has learned obedience and self-control. 
He has learned to look. forward and be provident, 
and to work with a view to what he expects to se- 
cure. While it is true that intelligent crimes can 
only be performed by intelligent people, it is also 
true that the bulk of crimes, those of violence and 
rapin and lust, are not intelligent crimes, and that 
non-intelligent people are more likely to be guilty of 
them, and statistics bear out this conclusion. | 

And this is only a small part of the moral instruc- 
tion which cannot help being given incidentally, but 
constantly, in a good public school, which keeps 
good order, and has good, moral teachers, but which 
professes only to giv secular instruction. 

—— iM 


Ir may be that, in the course of time, some really 
pious souls, deceived by their enthusiasm, hav be- 
lieved that they had received from an intimate com- 
munication with God that which they owed only to 
their inflamed imaginations. In such cases, ]ihere 
ig need of the advice of an honest man, and espe- 
cially of a good physician.— Voltaire. 
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Special Call for Guarantee Fund. 


` The Congress of the American Secular Union, re- 
cently held at Portsmouth, O., directed the officers 
to make, through the Liberal papers, a call upon our 
friends for the pledge of $5,000 to enlarge and carry 
forward the work of the society. This money is 
needed to sustain the business of the general office 
in Philadelphia, and to pay the salaries and traveling 
expenses of at least two field sscretaries, who shall 
go out to orgsniza auxiliary societies and otherwise 
labor to promote the cause. 

That this is an important movement in the right 
direction, must be obvious to all. Never was a time 
when the work of our society was so much in de- 
mand; and our one need is the money to carry on 
that work. Wil! our friends respond to this call lib- 
erally and at once, that we may know what to depend 
upon? 

The president, besides his gratuitous daily work in 
behalf of the society, offers to be one of twenty to 
contribute $100 each for this object. Will nineteen 
others respond to this proposition at once? 

How many can pledge $50, $25, $10, $5, $1? 
Let every friend of the cause inform us as soon as 
possible what he or she is willing to pledge. 

* Let all Liberal societies, whether auxiliary or not, 
take up this matter promptly, and inform us what 
they are willing to do. 

The pledges will be published in Tur TRUTH 
Seeger, Investigator, Freethought, and Secular 
Thought, each month. It is understood that the 
subscriptions may be paid during the coming year at 
the convenience of the subscribers, and, if desired, 
in instalments. Ali responses to this call should be 
addressed to the corresponding secretary. 

"We see no reason why the sum named should not 
be sesured by pledges within thirty days. 

R. B. Wzsrsroox, President. 
F. C. Menne. Treasurer. 
: Ina C. Cnappoox, Corr. See. 

Office S. E. cor. Broad and Columbia avenue, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 11, 1890. 
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Guarantee Fund of $5,000. 


Amount pledged to December 1, 1890................... $215 00 
W. F. Lerich, Houtzdale, Pa. (additional) paid...... 10 00 
Anton J. Kraft, Grantfork, Ill. (paid)............ 5 00 
B. E. Price, Clinton, Mo..................... 10 00 
Rosseau Hess, Fort Custer, Mont. ....... 10 00 
George Larson, Levan, Utab.......cccccsssssessesseceseasses 5 00 
Samos Parsons, San Jose, Cal............... ecce 10 00 
A. K. and M. J. Olds, McMinnville, Ore. .............-. 100 00 
John E. Wellin, Spokane Falls, Wash......csec..ssseees 3 00 
G. P. Brene, Canon City, Col........... 5 00 

5 00 


A. I. Rosenberg, Canon City, Col 


A Friend in Virginia......... s 25 00 
T. S. Frisbie, Chicago................. 5 00 
Total amount of pledges to December 8:h....... $408 00 


.. F. C. MENDE, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Dac. 8, 1890. 


———— PM 9——————— 
“ Freethought” and Free Thought. 


The following letter from the American Sentinel 
explains itself: 


. Pmmapzzenn, Nov. 20, 1890. 

-Editors American Sentinel: Your issue of No- 
vember 20th contains some criticisms upon my atti- 
tude at the Portsmouth congress of the American 
Secular Union—eriticisms which, despite their kindly 
ione (for which I thank you) call for some reply 
upon my part. 

You quote from my speech on “ Methods of Ex- 
tending Oar Work," and charge me with committing 
-our society officially to a sectarian stand in favor of 
Infidelity. 

Allow me to say, before al), that I detest the word 
“Infidelity,” in whichever of three meanings it be 
taken—/.¢., (1) unfaithful, (2) without faith, (3) op- 
posed to the prevailing faith of the community. 
The first meaning, no one who isat all acquainted 
with me will ever apply to me; the second, I deny 
emphatically, as I am a Liberal Unitarian, with a 
very well-defiaed belief; and the third, I maintain, 
cannot with justice be applied to any moderate non- 
Trinitarian Liberal, since those who really uphold 
orthodox Christianity are in the minority in this 
country. (See statistics in my speech.) 

. As for my “declaration of war on religion,” I fail 
- to find such in a single sentence of my speech. I 
did, however, recommend that children be taught to 
realize “the evil that priestcraft and religious super- 
stition hav been from the days of savagery down.” 
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| Bat what hav these things to do with the "two 


great commandments” of love to God and love to 
one’s neighbor, which are the sum and substance cf 
every true religion, pagan as well as Ohristian? You 
seem to object to my anxiety to prevent the young 
“from falling into that religious superatition which 
puts the cross higher than their moral duty as good 
citizens, and which teaches them to consider what the 


:|ehureh sneeringly calls ‘mere morality’ as of little 


account in the sight of the deity whom they wor- 
ship.” Can it be that you would place church 
observances above your duty to the truth and to 
your fellow-men? Not so, gentlemen; the moral 
tone of the American Sentinel forbids even the sug- 
gestion of such a thing. 

I did, however, recommend Freethought Sunday- 
schools for children, and Freethought lyceums for 
young people. But what does “Freethought” 
mean? Simply the right to freedom of thought— 
the right to seek truth wherever we can find it. Is 
that irreligious? So much the worse then for that 
sort of religion, I should say; and I think you 
would agree with me. In regard to the methods 
which I advocated, I was careful to advance them as 
my personal views, not as my Official utterance, a8 
you Will see if you read my speech throughout; and 


in delivering these parts of my address I empha- 


sized the personal pronoun. 1 took the liberty of 
advancing these more radical views of my own, be- 
cause I knew that the majority of the delegates 
would expect me to outline work for the most ultra 
among us as well as for the most conservativ. 
Moreover, our people are different from yours. 
They are, many of them, impatient of working in 
harness; they can do their best as scouts, as guerril- 
las. That I, as secretary, should not take into con- 
sideration thi: class of our members, which com- 
prises many of our most activ workers, would indeed 
hav been an offisial blunder. Bat, as for committing 
our society to any ism, even the ism of denouncing 


| the church, which is the bulwark of the National Re- 


formers, I hav never done so; ror, as far as I know, 
am I likely to do so while I remsin secretary. Ua- 
offisially, i shall probably continue to protest against 
some dogmas which perhaps you and others believe 
in, as I do not intend to allow even our non-sectarian 
society to shut off my right of free speech. I trust, 
however, that I shall never be Iackivg in the parlia- 
meritary courtesy due to the opinions of those who 
differ with me. I trust that I shall always remain 
broad-minded enough io giv intellectual hospitality 
to every earnest geeker after truth, be he churchman 
or radical. 

You are quite right in saying that the truth or fal 
sity of the Uhristian religion has nothing to do with 
the question of separating church and state. Never- 
theless, mankind has usually been swayed by likes 
and dislikes, rather than by simple justice. In the 
case of your own organization, while your paper 
firmly maintains its unsectarian stand, sre not most of 
your people upheld in the struggles against persecu- 
tion by a feeling of devotion to their Master? In 
our own organization, numbering among its member- 
ship so many Freethinkers, Atheists, and Individual- 
iste, can if be wondered that the impelling motiv of 
the mejority should be one of hostility to a church 
which they blame for being a hindrance to progress ! 
Moreover, as Mr. T. B. Wakeman said at our cor- 
gress: “As long as our theological fellow-citizens 
will insist upon the infraction of secular governmer t 
by forcing the Bible into our publie schools, chap- 
lains into public bodies, and the exemption of 
churches from taxation, certainly we are bound to 
inquire, what are their Bibles, their prayer, and their 
churches worth?” He also refers to the disadvan- 
tage under which we labor, in having to invite 
“those of extremely divergent views on every other 
topic except political eecularization, to take part in 
our congresses held for that purpose,” and he adds: 
* We must try to get over that difficulty by mutual 
intellectual and spiritual hospitality.” 

Although your organization and ours are working 
for the total separation of church and state from en- 
tirely different motivs, the object of our struggles is 
the same, and I trust that the day will come when 
we shall cooperate effeotivly as allies, without any 
sacrifice by either of us of our impelling motivs. 

We were glad to hav Prof. J. O. Corliss, of the 
National Religious Liberty Association, with us at 
the congress. His ringing speech hit the nail on the 
head, and pleased our people generally, even where 
they did not agree with him from a religious stand- 
point. I earnestly hope that your people will be 
represented at next year’s congress also. Mean- 
while, let us hold out a helping hand to one another 
in the good work wherever we can, even though we 
be not ready to become formal allies. And last, but 
not least, please remember that the officers of the 
American Secular Union, whatever their private or 
personal views, commit themselvs and the society 
officially to the promulgation of no ism whatever. 

With best wishes for the success of the American 
Sentinel in its noble work, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
Ina O. Onappocz, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 


13, 1890. 


Victory of the Washington Secular Union. 


In the case of Mr. Samuel Ohristophor, of Seattle, 
rearrested for keeping open a barber-shop, and 
shaving and cutting hair, on Sunday, and taken 
before the superior court, the Sunday fanatics re- 
tained the most able counsel they could procure. 
No expense was spared. Every effort was put forth 
to secure conviction. After argument on a demurrer 
entered by our counsel, Mr. Richard Winsor, the 
court decided that the demurrer was sustained ; the 
superior court had no original jurisdiction in such 
cases, but they must be taken before a justice of the 
peace. The prisoner was discharged. 

In the case of the clothing merchants, after long 
delays, the case of our member, Mr. Hershburgh, 
was made a test case before the jury in the justice's 
court. Col Jas. H. Lewis and General Metcalf ap- 
peared for the defense. The jury promptly ren- 
dered a verdict of acquittal. All the prisoners were 
discharged. 

Thus we gained victory for the Washington Secu- 
lar Union, and complete defeat of the Sunday fanat- 
ies in their endeavor to enforce rigid Sunday observ- 
ance by revival of territorial Sunday law that is in 
direct conflict with the state constitution, alike in 
letter and spirit. 

As matters now stand, a police judge has decided 
that the word "trade" in the Sunday law statute 
does not apply to handicraft, mechanical labor, or 
ordinary lawful work or occupation, but to sale or 
barter of goods and merchandise. The superior © 
court has decided it has no jurisdiction in such cases, 
but complaint must be made and proceedings had 
before a justice of the peace. In trials before a jury 
in the justice’s court, here, as at Spokane Falls, the 
jury promptly acquit. 

Thus our victory is complete and the fanatics 
are utterly routed. We should hav preferred that 
a case should hav been carried to the supreme court 
and decided, but we can well afford to rest content. 
Fanatics in some parts of the state may annoy by 
causing arrest for work or business done on Sun- 
day, but all such arrests will inevitably result in 
prompt acquittal. Not many such persecutions will 
be attempted. 

Thus justice will triumph. Those who think it 
wrong to keep places of business open on Sunday 
can carefully keep theirs closed. Those who think it 
wrong to buy and sell on Sunday can keep away 
from open stores. To the pretense that Christians 
are disturbed and cannot enjoy their religious. wor- 
ship on Sunday because some are quietly following 
business or amusement, we return that Jews, 
Seventh Day Adventists, and Seventh Day Baptists 
always worship on Saturday—the only true Sabbath 
of God, Christ, and the Bible—and this ia the very 
busiest day of all the week, yet they find no difficulty 
in enjoying their worship. 

The Washington Secular Union can now giv undi- 
vided attention to religious exercises in the public 
schools. There hav been many vexatious delays in 
getting atest case before the courts. No mandamus 
can be obtained until proof is furnished of the appli- 
cant for relief having made appeal to the school 
board and been refused. Our president, Mr. Richard 
Winsor, and I, hav attended school boards only to 
find no quorum, or a rush of business, so that we 
could not be heard. In this city, after several vain 
efforts, we thought we had secured a hearing, when 
some member's time expired, an election had to be 
held and a new board organized. We are hopeful of 
Securing & hearing before the school board of this 
city on next Monday evening. 

The annual congress of the Washington Secular 
Union, at which the election of officers for the ensu- 
ing year will be held, is appointed for Feb. 22, 1891, 
Washington's birthday, on account of January.29:h 
being usually very disagreeable weather. All mem- 
bers will please take dúe notice and govern them- 
selys accordingly. C. B. Rzxxorps, 

Séc. Washington Secular Union. 

2,104 6th st., Seattle, Wash. 


—— $9. ,99———— ———— 
A Battle and a Victory at Montreal. 
From Secular Thought. 

The Montreal Pioneer Freethought Club, under 
the able and activ leadership of its president, Capt. 
Robert C. Adams, has had a great fight with the 
orthodox forces, and has gained a very decided vic- 
tory. The melée arose out of the leasing by the 
Freethought Olub of the Victoria Rifle Army Asso- 
ciations hall for a series of winter Sunday evening 
lectures. It is satisfactory to know that this lease 
was agreed to by the officers of the regiment, though 
they were fully aware of the opinions and intentions 
of the gentlemen at the head of the Freethought 
Qlub; but it shows how social convenances “rule the 
roast,” and to what subterfuges liberal-minded men 
ara reduced by present theological surrounding?, 
when we find these gallant officers willing to put 
forward an excuse for their efforts to break the 
lease which, to say the least of it, is capable of being 
supplemented by a far more substantial and forcible 


one. 
Colonel Henshaw of the Victorias, in giving his 
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version of the affair tella us that * Gentlemen who 
occupy a high social position, Mr. H. R. Molson, 
Roswell Fisher Captsin Adams, and otherr, went to 
Major Radiger and offered to lease the armory for 
Sunday lectures. As Mejor Radiger knew these 
gentlemon to be of the highest respectability indi- 
vidually, and without being conversant with their 
aims or. objects (the italics are mine), he thought 
they would be good tenants, and the lease was 
drawn up. As soon as it was brought to my notice 
that the leasing of the armory for Freethought lect- 
ures was sn unpopular move, and was likely to giv 
offense to many warm friends of the regiment, I at 
once set to work to cancel the lease if possible.” 
The colonel’s lawyer, however, told him that the 
lease could not be canceled without the consent of 
the Freethought Club; and as the latter insisted on 
its rights, the officers, although as they say, they 
could ill afford it, offered the club a sum equal to 
the rent it had agreed to pay ($400) in order to in- 
duce it to giv up the hall. This offer the club re- 
jected. It was a matter of principle, not money- 
making. i 

The points to which I wish to draw attention in 
this explanation ara: 1. That the colonel. ia ac- 
knowledging the “individual respectability” of the 
Freethought gentlemen (a point it would be absurd 
of him to dispute), seems to imply that. as a Free- 
thought organization they were not respectable; 
and 2. That in order to excuse the officers for giving 
the lease, he professes to hav been unaware of the 
* aims and objeots" of the Freethought Olub. In 
regard to the second point, the letter of Captain 
Adams shows conclusivly (as on other grounds it 
might reasonably be concluded) that these objects 
were fully discussed before the lease was granted; 
and this carries us to a natural conclusion, in regard 
to the first point, that the officers were not only 
acquainted with the Freethought gentlemen and their 
opinions but knew and acknowledged the Freethought 
organization and objects to be respectable and unob- 
jectionable also, even if they did not sympathize with 
them. What their real motivs were in acting as they 
hav done we may perhaps see further on ; but in the 
mean time I will giv Captain Adame’s letter to the 
Witness, which speaks for itself : 


Sir: Your article on the question of the lease of the Vic- 
toria Rifles armory for Freethought lectures states that the 
lease was ‘‘ inadvertently granted" and that ‘‘the officers 
did not know what the nature of the lectures would be.” 
These statements are likely to‘convey the impression that 
the lease was obtained by subterfuge; and in justice to the 
Freethought Club I will ask you to allow me to state that 
the nature of the lectures was most fully explained to the 
official representativ of the Armory Association at the very 
commencement of the negotiations, and that two lectures 
were given before a lease was applied for. Full discussion 
of the principle of toleration took place, and we were as- 
sured then and since that the hall was available to any 
respectable body of people irrespectiv of their opinions. In 
all the subsequent discussion, the canceling of the lease was 
asked for merely on the ground of expediency, because 
some supporters, chiefly ladies, had refused to lend their 
aid to the bazar on account of this lease. The directors of 
the association are intelligent and Liberal gentlemen, who 
never would hav raised this question themselvs; and on 
behalf of the club I desire to say that we entertain kindly 
feelings toward them, and regret exceedingly that any action 
of ours should even indirectly cause the association any 
financial injury. We trust that this will not be the case; but 
that the bazar will prove a satisfactory success. To those 
who object to our use of the hall, we wish to say that its 
platform is open to any reputable minister or layman who 
desires to discuss the momentous questions of the day. In- 
stead of sending anonymous letters and seeking to cancel 
business engagements, let these people hav the courage to 
oppose us openly and endeavor to prove to us that our 
opinions are false. Ros&RT C. ADAMS, 

President of the Montreal Pioneer Freethought Club. 


Under the heading,“ A Queer Dilemma,” the editor 
of the Ottawa Zvening Journal, on November 25th, 
gave an account of the affair which appears to con- 
tain the real facts: 


The Freethought Club, which is composed of a limited 
number of apparently respectable people. appears to hav 
been allowed a peaceable lease of the Armory hall on Sun- 
. day evenings, until recently a project was set on foot fora 
grand bazar in aid of the battalion funds of the justly pop- 
ular Vics. Preparations for the bazar were fully under 
way when, it is stated, some of the ladies who were taking 
a prominent part in them discovered that the armory was 
the scene weekly of the unhaliowed orations of the Free 
thought Club. When this appalling fact was realized, these 
good ladies, we are informed, promptly intimated that un- 
less the Sunday lease of the hall tothe Freethinkers was 
canceled, they would withdraw their countenance from the 
bazar. Thus originated the trouble. As the defection 
under such circumstances of some of the ladies would hav 
surely caused a stampede of all connected with the bazar, 
the Vics were much alarmed. They approached the Free- 
thought Club with the polite suggestion that the club should 
abandon its lease and get a Sunday hall elsewhere. The 
Freethought Club witb equal politeness intimated its inten- 
tion to stay where it was on Sundays. The Vics, we under- 
stand, finally offered a handsome consideration to the club 
($400, it is said) to giv up the lease. But the Freethinkers, 
whose hair was being brushed up the wrong way in the 
press, probably felt that ten times that amount could not 
move them. So the matter stands, and what the ladies pro- 
pose to do we hav not heard. 


It will be seen that the ladies are the prime movers 
in the opposition to the Freethought Club; and that 
the orthodox sheep are led by a “belle,” if not, like 
their four-footed namesakes, by a bell-wether. 

The editor caustically continues : 


“A Day in Court.” 
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The Freethinkers appear to be very inconsiderate. They 
are standing in the way of the success of a carefully planned. 
elaborate, gigantic nineteenth, century scheme. We all 
know what these big bazars usually are; We hav all gam- 
bled at them; our dollars hav gone for “ throws” for hand- 
painted monstrosities; we hav raffled for ghastly placques at 
ruinous expense; many of us hav smoked bad cigara at 
twenty-five cents apiece in alleged Turkish kiosks ; others of 
us hav voted early and often, at the solicitation of sweet 
voices and sparkling eyes, at half a dollar a vote, for ‘‘the 
most popular citizen," generally somebody we cordially 
hate. Men who hav gone through these things, as delightful 
almost as the pleasures of Stanley in the African forests, 
must feel a special indignation at the idea of a mere gang of 
Freethinkers, who hav some crazy idea about going to their 
own kind of church on Sundays, standing in the way of the 
entire success of one of the biggest bazars ever projected in 
this country. We understand the Vics expect to make sev- 
eral thousend dollars at least out of their bazar. Imagin 
the colossal intimidation and ruthless extortion which such 
profit from a bazar of the usual character inculcates! The 
activ indignation of the good people who contemplate this 
intimidation and extortion, at the carelessness of the Vics in 
renting Sunday room to such people as Freethinkers, will, 
no doubt, méet the general approval of the thinking public 

The “thinking public” may perhaps sympathize 
with the Vies in their possible loss of profita from 
their big money grab; bot they oen hardly refrain 
from condemning the bigotrv of people who appear 
to be willing to “cut off their noses” to spite a 
society of honorable men whose only crime is that 
they are endeavoring to advocate views which seem 
to them necessary for the progress and well-being of 
society. 

One of the funniest items in the whole business is 
that in which Colonel Henshaw tells us that “ they 
certainly would not renew the lease, and they could 
giv the rent to the hospital or some charitable insti- 
tution.” If this does not “fetch” the orthodox 
ladies, they must be made of unusually stern stuff. 
But if, like Judas Iscariot's blood money, this Free- 
thought rent is not respeotable enough to mix with 
other current coin of the realm, why should the hos- 
pital or any other charitable institution be plagued 
with it? Why touch the filthy stuff at all? They 
cannot get out of letting the Freethinkers preach 
in the hall but there is no necessity for defiling 
themselves by taking money for it. I would suggest 
to them that they refuse to take the rent at all, and 
thus save themselves from any further risk of con- 
tamination. 

—— t$ .,9———————— 
Helen H. Gardener on Our Courts of Justice. 


Sunday, December 7th, the author of “is This 
Your Son, My Lord?” delivered for the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association a lecture on the subject, 
The large hall was filled to its 
utmost capacity with a very intelligent-looking 
audience, who with evident pleasure listened to Miss 
Gardener’s narrativ. The lecture proved its author 
was in possession of powers of observation and re- 
flection seldom found in the fair sex. But our read- 
ers are, or ought to be, acquainted with the leoturer's 
good qualities, which are so conspicuous in her ' Men, 
Women, and Gods," and we will therefore turn our 
attention to the Sunday's lecture—which, by the 
way, some time ago sppeared in one of our maga- 
zines, and hence makes an eniering into all the par- 
ticulars unnecessary. 

The firs& point to whieh Miss Gardener directed 
the audience’s attention was the lack of dignity in 
our court proceedings. Even when the question in- 
volved is one of life or death, there is nothing that 
indicates solemnity. The lawyers chaff, joke, poke 
one another in the ribs during the recess or when the 
jury is out, and, of course, the audience, most of 
whom either hav served their time or sre youths 
from sixteen to eighteen years of age, naturally fol- 
low the example set by the lawyers. 

The attorneys conducting the case seek all possi- 
ble means to influence the jury’s opinion. Miscon- 
struction of sentences, twisting of words, etc., are 
excessivly used, and even by the attorney for the 
people. In fact, the question of guilt or no guilt is 
entirely a secondary matter; it is an intellectual con- 
test, & matter of legal pride. The defendant is 
lost sight of in the attempt to satisfy personal van- 
ity. Itis not for this that the people elect & state 
attorney; he is there to see that legal justice is ac 
corded. But does he? No. In the case in point 
he did his best to deprive the defendant of his life. 

Among the twelve jury members, Miss Gardener 
stated, seven affirmed ; yet this seemed not to attract 
any attention; a circumstance which, with the grow- 
ing sentiment for abolition of capital punishment, 
seemed to indicate that a great moral and intellect- 
ual change had come over the country. And she 
thought that there possibly might be some connec- 
tion between the increase in the number of men who 
refused to take the oath and the growing of altru- 
istic sentiment. ; 

With regard to the oath-taking, Miss Gardener 
said that only two prisoners kissed the Bible and 
both committed perjury. The others, none of 
whom could hav understood anything of the oath 
formula except the last sentence, lifted the Bible up 
to the neighborhood of their right ear. The way 
the oath was administered, very carelessly and hur- 
riedly, was disgraceful, considering that both the 
person who administered the oath and those who 


took it at leas: professed a belief in the divine char- 
goter of the Bible and the sacredness of the oath. 
In fact, the whole proceeding was a farce. 

The lecturer likewise called attention to the off- 
hand way in which several police judges treated: 
eases before them. There seemed to be a kind of 
mutual understanding, a chum-relationship, between 
judge and policeman, and the latter would frequently 
enter his complaint in an inaudible voice, thus leav- 
ing the prisoner entirely unacquainted with the 
charge against him, and of the nature of which he 
could judge only by the justice's “ $10 or ten days,” 
or whatever the sentence might be. 

Miss Gardener received at the corclusion of the 
lecture well-merited applause. Several persons took 
the stand, end treated the audience to every eon- 
Geivable subject except the ones discussed by the lect- 
urer—spirita inside of men; ghosts, holy and other- 
wise, outside of men; temperance; hermeneutic 
philosophy, or an attempi at if at least; woman suf- 
fraga, brotherhood of man, and last but not lesst 
the fatherhood of God. Ib is surprising that 
people will get up on the platform of a Liberal club 
and advise us to seek refuge and comfort in the 
fatherhood of God. The gentleman overhead has 
been given six thousand years (Bible chronology) to 
show us the beneficial result of his paternal care and 
has made a fearful and wonderful failure, and we 
think it is about time to giv him a dishonorable dis- 
charge. The critic who gave this admirable ad- 
vice, and who likewise spoke very softly of Jesus 
Christ as & Samaritan, said he came from a rural dis- 
trict. We do not doubt it, and we suppose a minis- 
terial incubator, or theological seminary, is situated 
in that district. The speaker, who was very eloquent 
and fluent, should adopt the profession of a Metk- 
odist minister; he can command after a short time 
at least $3 000. : 

Before closing I take the liberty to attempt to 
do what the critics forgot to do—say afew words on 
the criminal question. I think that a partial solu- 
tion of the question ean be gained by & reformation 
in our prison system, and by treating the criminals 
in a manner different from the one now used. Our 
prisons ought not alone to be reformatories, which 
they are not now, but they ought to be conducted 
ina way which will mske a prisoner wish himself 
anywhere but inside their walls. We must not baby a 
criminal. Giv him coarse but wholesome food, and 
work him for all he is worth, and let the proceeds of 
hia labors, above the cost of his keeping, become his. 
While confined the individual must be taught ethics, 
secular morality. Inform him that he is not past 
redemption, that he is not depraved, and that upon 
him, and him alone, depends his salvation from 
socia! ostracism, from social death. Appeal to the 
prisoner’s honor, to his or her self-respect, and if he 
or she is devoid of this. attempt to plant and culti- 
vate the seed of it. List a prisoner not know 
how long he is to be confined. Let the length of 
his time depend upon his conduct, and when he is 
released giv him a ticket to a distant part of the 
country, where he is known by no one, and let him 
there report his arrival to the police authority. 
Such persons as violate the law (criminal Jaw) a 
second time, send them to a penal colony, where 
they may be kept under supervision and prohibited 
from propagating their kind. I believe these are 
the measures advocated by modern and true philan- 
thropy. Gusravz NELSON. 

Lectures and Meetings, 

Fripay evening, December 12th, Miss Ada Campbell, the 
Australian lecturess, speaks at the Manhattan Liberal Club 
on ‘‘ Heredity.” At Philadelphia and Newark, where Miss 
Campbell has spoken, the people value her highly, both for 
the matter of her discourse and the manner of its deliver- 
ance. In dealing with her Christian critics she treats them 
tenderly, but slays them effectually. Dr. Eccles will do 
well to make funeral arrangements. 


J. E. Remspure has delivered twenty-five lectures in Cali- 
fornia. He spoke at Coluea October 39th; Michigan Bluff, 
November ist and 2d; Santa Rosa, 5th; Ukiah, 6th; San 
Francisco, 7th; San Miguel, 8th and 9th; Monterey, 10th ; 
Merced, 12th; Snelling, 13th; Hornitos, 14th; Lemoore, 
15th and 16th; Hanford, 17th and 18:h; Tulare City, 19th ; 
Los Angeles, 20th; Santa Ana. 21st; Sau Diego, 28d; Nor- 
walk, 24th; San Bernardino, 25th and 26th. 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH is a young Englishman, residing 
now in New York. He isa good speaker and ready debater, 
and appears to thoroughly understand Secular philosophy. 
Judging from his able address at the congress, he is inclined 
more to the destructiv than to the constructiv aspect of our 
movement. He was recommended by the congress as the 
lecturer and organizer of the Union, a position which no 
doubt he would admirably fill.—Secular Thought. 


W. F. Jansson acknowledges the following loans toward 
paying the mortgage on his farm : Mrs. Portia Gage, Vine- 
land, N. J., $100; J. S. Shepard, Vineland, N. J., $5; El- 
mina D. Slenker, Snowville, Va., $5; W. H. Burr, Wash- 
ington, D. C.. $10; Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., New York city, 
$25; Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., New York city, $25. Mr. Jamie- 
aon says: “ I hav full confidence that my Liberal friends will 
help me save our home, and the words I receive, with these 
loans, cause me to rejoice in the word ‘Liberal? Iam, 
therefore, sending these sums forward to cancel the debt of 
$750. As soon 88 paid, I can contract for the cultivation of 
my farm, which will only yield me $60, it is true, in 1891; 
put $220 in 1892. This will enable me to pay my interest on 
time.” 
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A Review of the Church.—Coneluded, 


“ The order," continues Dr. Wooley, “in which the 
planets sre arranged in books on astrology (a dis- 
course about the stars) is this: Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, the sun, Venus, Mercury, moon. The sun, be- 
cause the largest and brightest, ‘is placed in their 
midst,’ says Clemens of Alexandria, ‘to dispense 
light to those above him and to those below—to the 
superior and to the inferior—according to a certain 
divine harmony.’ Thus it is found that theology 
and astrology sre synonyms—the idea of God or 
good, whìch may be iraced back through many lan- 
guages to the Hebrew, never entering into the com- 
position of either term.” 

Rev. R. Taylor says (D. Pulpit, page 30): “Our 
words God, and the sun, are really, the one a Hebrew, 
the other an old Coptic word; both signifying the 
same thing ; but both alike adopted without being 
inquired into, and naturalized without being under- 
stood. God, or Gad, being the never-translated 
name, in the ancient Tsabaism, or star-worship, of the 
constellation of the Ram, or Lamb of God, as I hav 
explained to you, the Rama, the great, the elevated, 
that is, the first of the signs of the zodiac; that is, 
by metonymy of the sun, in that sign Aries, or 
Lamb of God (As the Latin word Aries, the Ram, 
was derived from the Egyptian word Arez, the sun; 
as that word is found compound with Dous, which 
is the same as Deus, God, the whole word signifying 
God—the sun ; the same mentioned by Tertullian as 
Dysares, the God of all the Arabian nations.), whose 
astronomical name, Yes, is the root of our Jesus, the 
lamb of God,as cur English words sun and day are 
found in the first primitivs, not of a particular lan- 
guage, but of the most ancient and universal ever 
uttered by man. San, pronounced zan, zon, son, 
and zun, that is, with every vowel and every mode 

- of uttering the initial that the tongue could com- 
pass, like Gad, Gid, Ged, God, and Gud, was, like 
that word, the common Ammonian name for the sun, 
and Jupiter, as is witnessed by that old inscription, 
quoted by Bryant, on the tomb of Jupiter; who, 
like Herod, Hercules, Bacchus, Mithra, Apollo, 
Christna, Vishnu, and al! the other allegorized 
types of the sun, ‘was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.’ Here was 

buried the great sun, whom they call God. When 
the first attempt was made to represent the sun in 
pictorial hieroglyphies, a mere straight stroke, as a 
picture of the finger of the priest pointing to the 
sun, gave the letter I, or J if part of the hand be 
seen with it, while the circle of the sun's disk formed 
the O; and thus the radical of all languages, I O, 
running through the theology of all nations and of 
all ages, harder or softer in 42-0 (Ja-o), Za-o, Jabs- 
vah, Jehovs, Jeve, Juve, Jove, all betray that the 
gun, and the sun alone, was the primordial siguifica- 
tion of the terms for God and Jesus, and bring us 
to an absolute demonstration of the truth be- 
trayed to us by the unguarded father Tertullian, 
that many think that the sun is our God, and refer 
to the religion of the Persians (Apologet., chap. xvi), 
and to the still more explicit acknowledgment in 
Heb. xii, 29: ‘Our God is s consuming fire.” 

From Inman’s “ Pagan and Modern Christian Sym- 

‘boliem,” page 19: “In examining ancient Jewish, 
Phoenician, and other Shemitie cognomens, I found 
that they consisted of a divine name and some at- 
tribute of the deity, and that the last was generally 
referrible equally to the Supreme, to the sun, as a 
God, and the masculin emblem. If the deity was a 
female the name of her votary contained a reference 
to the moon and the beauties or functions of women. 
The higher ideas of the creator were held only by a 
few; the many adopted a lower and more debased 
view. In this manner the sun became a chief God, 
and the moon his partner; and the former being 
supposed to be male and the latter female, both be- 
came associated with the ideas which all hav of ter- 
restrial animals. Consequently the solar deity was 
associated in symbolism with maseulin and the moon 
with feminin emblems.” On page 57: “In Hindoo- 
stan, the sun is always represented as a God.” 
Again, on page 111: “Sun-worship was spread all 
over the anciert world. It mingled with other faiths 
and assumed many forms. We may point out that 
according to all the gospels, Christ expired toward 
sunset, and the sun became eclipsed as he was dying. 
He rose again exactly at daybreak.” Again, page 
113: “The sun, being the activ fructifying cause in 
nature, was generally regarded asmale. Thus in the 
Jewish scriptures he is compared to a ‘bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber’ (Ps. xix, 5)." 

From “Ancient History of the East,” page 197: 
“ The sun was the source as well as the sign of life, 
the vivifier of the world, the universal father, and, as 
it shines in the firmament above, superior to all other 
lights of heaven, it is the universal Jord.” 

I quote from “ History of the Sabbath,” page 257: 
“Constantine was a worshiper of Apollo or the sun, 
a fact that sheds much light on his edict enjoining 
men to observe the venerable day of the Sun.” Thus 
Gibbon testifies: “The devotion of Constantine was 

more peculiarly directed to the genius of the sun, the 


| Apollo of the Greek and Roman mythology; and he 


was pleased to be represented with ihe symbola of 
the god of light and poetry. : The altars of 
Apollo were crowned with the votiv offerings of Con- 
stantine ; and the credulous multitudes were taught 
to believe that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the visible majesty of their tutelar 
deity. . . . Thesun was universally celebrated as 
the invincible guide and protector of Constantine” 
(Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap. xx). 

The council of Constantine, 381, elected the Holy 
Ghost as an orthodox dogma of the church. The 
council of Chalcedon, 451, asserted the Catholic doc- 
trin of two distinct natures in one person united in 
Christ, without any change, mixture, or confusion. 
A council in Constantinople, 553, reviewed the doings 
of the preceding councils and their decrees were 
fully acknowledged. At another council at Constan- 
tinople, 680, the creed which teaches that two wills 
and two operations were existent in Jesus Christ, 
was finally determined. At the council of Constan- 
tinople, 692, the feast of the annunciation of the 
Virgin Mary was instituted. Also, this council pro- 
hibited the representation of Ohrist on the cross 
under the symbol of a lamb. Also in regard to this 
council, I quote from “Astro-Theology:” “The 
cross has been an emblem of the church ever. since 
its organization, and the form on the cross was that 
of a lamb. But in the year 680 of our ora, under 
the reign of Constantine Paganatus, in the sixth 
Constantinopolitan council, held under Pope Agathus, 
in the eighty-second decree of that council, it was 
decreed, and the decree subsequently ratified by 
Pope Adrian I., that instead of Chrisi’s being repre- 
sented in the form of a crucified lamb, which had up 
to that time been the only emblem of the crucifixion, 
he should be represented in the form of a crucified 
man.” In explanation of why a lamb was used on 
the cross I continue to quote from “ Astro-Theology:” 
* After passing through the zodiacal sign, the sun 
goes into the sign Aries, the Ram. The Latin word 
Aries, the Ram, was derived from the Egyptian 
word Arez, the sun, and 1890 years ago, about the 
time Christ was said to hav been born, after passing 
nearly through the sign, it crossed the equinoctial 
line and spring began. With the showers attendant 
on the sun crossing the line, and the stronger hest 
of the sun on account of its greater ascendency in 
the heavens, and on account of which the days were 
of greater length, vegetation began to spring up and 
grow and seed-time came giving promis of harvests 
that would save the people from starvation; hence 
the sun on crossing the line in the spring or vernal 
equinox was hailed by the people as the savior of the 
world, and was called the lamb of God for the salva- 
tion of the world because it was in the sign of the 
Lamb that vegetation sprang up into newness of 
life, with the hope of future plenty and happiness, 
after having passed through long fasting and prayer 
in the wilderness of winter when much of the crops 
and provisions of the past season had been consumed. 
This zodiacal Lamb was called the head of the 
church; and if anyone wiil look at the zodiacal signs 
in any almanac, it will be seen that the sign Aries 
represents the head. The zodiacal signs represented 
the twelve tribes of Israel, and the Lamb repre- 
sented the tribe of Gad, so the lamb of Gad, or 
easily written God, became very appropriately a 
scriptural phrase or name." Jcsephus’s “ Antiqui- 
ties” states that the signs of the zodiac, with the 
names of the twelve tribes, were engraved on the 
stones in the breastplate of the high priest. “Also, 
the signs of the zodiac are in use in the churches of 
the present day, and are to be seen on the flat, 
painted roof of Waltham Abbey church, and also in 
the restored tegselated pavement in the Lady chapel 
of Chichester cathedral in England” (Frank Leslie's 
Sunday Magazine, April, 1877, page 511). 

The Nicene fathers in 787 decided the doctrin of 
transubstantiation in the eucharist, in which was 
not the image of Christ, but his very body and blood. 
The council of Constantinople, 879, approved, con- 
firmed, and renewed the Nicene decrees. In the 
ninth century the procession of the Holy Spirit from 
the father and son was added to the creed. The 
fourth council of Lateran passed a decree in 1215 
obliging the faithful to confess their sins at least 
once a year. The council of Lyons, 1274, decreed 
the procession of the Holy Ghost from the father 
and the son. The council of Lateran, 1513, decreed 
that the immortality of the soul be an article of 
faith. Previous to this time immortality was not 
universally believed in by the church. The council 
of Trent, 1545, not only decided the canon of the 
Bible as before spoken of, but it passed decrees on 
the fall of man, justification, and the dogma of the 
eucharist ; defined the sacraments ; settled the com- 
munion under one or two kinds ; also gave enuncia- 
tions on indulgences, purgatory, invocation and 
veneration of saints and the respect to be paid to 
their relics and images, etc. The council of Rome, 
convoked by Pope Pius IX, in 1869, decreed in July, 
1870, the personal infallibility of the pope in matters 
of faith and morals to be a dogma of the church. 

This, the last grand, or ecumenical, council of the 
Catholic church, is of such recent date that the pres- 


ent generation is conversant with it and its style of 
proceedings, and as a consequence those outside of 
the Catholic church do not accept its dictum as to 
the infallibility of the pope. And here is where a 
great inconsistency occurs, for there is nothing in 
Protestant countries on which to base any Christian 
doctrin or dogma other than has been given by the 
Catholic church through its various councils, and if 
the infallibility of the pope is rejected, then must 
the divinity of Christ, the canon of the Bible, and 
the various other doctrins and dogmas promulgated 
by the Catholic church through its various councils 
be rejected, for no one can say that the Oatholic 
church has not now as much power and right to 
enact and decree doctrins and dogmas as it ever had. 
Then if the divinity of Ohrist is accepted the infalli- 
bility of the pope must be accepted also. Cardinal 
Gibbons says: * The course pursued by the church 
regarding the infallibility of the pope was practiced 
by her in reference to the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
which was formally defined at the council of Nicea 
in the fourth century” (The Faith of Our Fathers, 
page 151). : 

It will be seen by this review that the principal 
things that go to make up the church, such as the 
divinity of Christ, the canonicity of the Bible, and 
the various doctrins and dogmas, etc., all rest on the 
votes of priests in the councils of the Oatholio 
church, some voted on separately and then collec- 
tivly, as in voting certain books of the Bible to be 
canonical. In this latter way I may say God, heaven, 
hell, etc., were elected to office and location respec- 
tivly, for in voting a book to be canonical all the 
characters, places, and conditions described in that 
book are elected to office, ete., and imbued with the 
same sanctity as is elected to the book. . 

But the question to be considered is, Do the votes 
of priests imbue the characters and books voted on 
with divinity and sanctity? I think no one of un- 
biased mind will admit that the votes of anyone, 
whether priest or not, can imbue any character or 
book with any sanctity whatever. No votes of 
priests could make Christ divine, whether living or 
dead, and it was useless to elect divinity to him 
three hundred years after he was dead. No votes of 
priests or others can make immortality a fact. We 
can go with our friends to the line that divides the 
living from the dead, but as to what is beyond that 
line no one knows. No one can know. No reason- 
ing, no analogy, no anything, can reach beyond the 
dead line. All beyond is a mystery, which can only 
be solved by each one entering for himself, and then 
if he knows anything he will know for himself. But 
80 far as we know he cannot impart any information 
to the living. The same is true of all characters, 
places, conditions, doctrins, and dogmas, as those 
last cited which hav been passed on by the councils 
of the Ostholie church, which could not elevate any- 
thing to a position of sanctity unless it had sanctity 
inherent in itself. It is futil for the church to rant 
and roar, to issue bulis or decrees, thinking to con- 
trol or govern the people, when the people under- 
stand its style of proceedings and its lack of author- 
ity or power to enforce or maka good what it elects 
or teaches. The enlightenment of the age, with lib- 
erty. of thought, speech, and investigation, will disg- 
pel the mists and fogs that hav been and still are 
being cast over the doings of the church in its 
own councils. The strength of the church lies in 
the ignorance of the people, and in matters re- 
garding the church that institution is trying to 
keep them in ignorance. But when the people 
become enlightened ag to the foundations on which 
the church rests, then in proportion as that en- 
ppb tentaent increases will that establishment de- 
cline. 

To epitomize: 1. The church is intolerant. 2, 
The church is not based on the Bible, but the church 
made the Bible, consequently the Bible is not an in- 
spired book. 3. The Bible has been open to the 
public only 345 years. 4. The God of the Bible and 
of the church is the sun, and is worshiped on Sunday. - 
5. The existence of such a person as Ohrist is very 
doubtful. 6. The divinity of Christ rests on the 
votes of priests in council, which is not good author- 
ity for divinity, consequently he was not divine. 7. 
All the doctrins and dogmas of the church rest on 
the votes of priests, consequently they hav not a foun- 
dation. Conclusion: When the people become en- 
lightened in regard to the church and its assumptions, 
the church will decline. 

I close with & quotation from John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, from a letter on the trial of 
Hetherington for blasphemy, court of queen’s bench, 
Dec. 8, 1840, Winchester, England (“Eye Opener,” 
page 167): “ Another cause that will operate more 
powerfully and effectually than any of the preceding 
is the rays of philosophy, which begin now to per- 
vade all ranks, rapidly dispelling the mists of igno- 
rance, which hav been long, in a great degree, the 
mother of devotion, of slavish prejudice, and the en- 
thusiastic bigotry of religious opinion. The decline 
of the papal power is owing to the same irre- 
sistible cause ; nor can it be supposed that Method- 
ism can stand the ground when brought to the test 
of truth, reason, and philosophy." . L, L. Dawson. 
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My Uswork Bensamin. By Claude Tillier. 
Translated from the French by B. R. 
Tucker. Price, $1. 


This book is alleged to be a humorous, 
satirical, and philosophical novel, and Mr. 
Tucker in his preface says of it that it ** has 
no equivalent in the literature of this cent- 
ury.” Certainly in unearthing the work of 
an obscure French genius Mr. Tucker has 
found a very amusing book, and one with a 
half or whole truth underlying its every satire 
and pessimistic utterance. No class of peo- 
ple escapes its shafts of ridicule, and the 
book makes it apparent that each class 
deserves all it gets. There is enough of the 
novel about it to lead the reader along, but 
the meat of the book can only be found by 
going over it slowly, and then reading it 
again. And it will pay for the trouble in fun 
and philosophy, though its social cynicism— 
essentially French and not at all healthy— 
should not be taken too seriously. 


— 


Lire. A Novel. By William W. Wheeler. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Another story with a moral, or an endeavor 
to make people read curious ideas by tangling 
them up with a love story. Aman goes into 
a cataleptic state ; people suppose him dead ; 
his sister denies it, and refuses to bury 
him; the townspeople intend to arrest her 
as insane; a friend legally marries her so 
they can’t, though the marriage is of con- 
venience and not for keeps; a doctor is 
called—he cannot resuscitate the patient by 
any physical means—tries hypnotism—suc- 
ceeds. Then the doctor and the patient 
and the friend discuss hypnotism, Spiritual. 
ism, Agnosticism, Christianity. Two more 
girls appear on the scene—church-members, 
and the three pair off, get jealous, make 
love; two pairs get married—the third girl 
sticks to her church and Bible and de- 
nounces the heretics. The book is pleasant 
to read, has a great many unprovable and 
preposterous theories, makes for Spiritualism 
and against the church, and will be liked 
best by Infidel Spiritualists who are not par- 
ticular as to the plots and finish of their 
novels. The author is evidently a fair- 
minded man, but not trained in scientific 
methods of proving deductions or theorizing 
from proven inductions. 


RELIGION or Man AND ETHIOS or SOIENOE. 
By Hudson Tuttle. M. L. Holbrook, pub- 
lisher; price, $1.50. 


Mr. Tuttle sums up the results of religious 
postulates and resulting dependent proposi- 
tions as ''superstition, a priesthood, big- 
otry, persecution, suppression of knowledge, 
and the arrogance of infallibility.” On the 
other hand he finds the results from the post- 
ulate of science to be ‘‘man, not God, the 
divine center, nobility of life, highest ideal 
aspiration for perfection, calm reliance in the 
presence of universal and omnipotent forces, 
all-embracing charity and philanthropy, 
earnest endeavor to actualize the ideal per- 
fect life rendered possible by his organization 
in this world, as the best preparation for the 
next; and for the Religion of Pain, the sub 
stitution of the Religion of Joy.” The gist 
of the work is, leaving aside the enigmatical 
“ divine center," that the past has been the 
age of foolishness, especially in religions, 
but that the future will see more wisdom 
shown in this as in all other regards. The 
book goes over about all the ground from the 
beginning to the end of things, and finally 
lands man in an earthly paradise and a spirit- 
ual heaven when he is through with the par- 
adise. A good idea of the volume can be 
obtained from its chapter headings: Parr I. 
—The Religion of Man: What is Religion? 
Fetichism; Phallic Worship; Man’s Moral 
Progress Dependent on his Intellectual 
Growth; The Great Theological Problems— 
the Origin of Evil, the Nature of God. and 
the Future State; Man’s Fall, and the Chris- 
tian Scheme for his Redemption; Man’s Po- 
sition—Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Neces- 
sity, Responsibility; Duties and Obligations 
of Man to God and to Himself. Part II.— 
The Hthica of Science: The Individual; The 
Genesis and Evolution of Spirit; The Law 
of Moral Government; The Appetites; Sel- 
fish Propensities; Love; Wisdom; Wisdom 
—the Will; Charter of Rights; Duties and 
Obligations of the Individual; Duty and Obli- 
gations of Suciety; Rights of Government ; 
Duties of: Society to Criminals; the Duty of 
Belf.Culture; Marriage. 

Mr. Tuttle is a brilliant but not an original 
or accurate writer. This book goes over the 
ground of his own ‘Career of Religious 
Ideas,” '* Origin and Development of Man,” 
Bierbower's ** Ethics," and Professor Oawald's 
“ Bible of Nature," and is not always a good 
parallel to them even in those matters of mor- 
als and fact commonly regarded as settled. 
This may not be the author's fault, for anyone 
hampered with a God to reconcile with actual 
things and & varied assortment of supernat- 
ural theories like reincarnation, must of 
necessity depart from strict scientific meth- 
ods, and assume a good deal that he can hav 


no hope of proving. Mr. Tuttle knows how 
to do this brilliantly and attractivly, but: a 
good portion of his book is only words, words, 
words. The best chapters are those in which 
he deals with religiz1. and they are worth 
the price of the book, ? 


-When Helen Gardener fights what she 
calls social or religious outrages, she does not 
nip around the edges and leave the root as 
vigorous a8 ever, she says, but slashes away 
into the center of the evil and splashes blood 
all around. Her book, “Is This Your Son, 
My Lord ?” seems to be one of these slashing 
splashes. People who hav worked them- 
selys into the belief that woman is a poor, 
hunted creature whose chief object in life is 
to keep out of the reach of man, and that 
man's whole thought for woman i8 to make 
her his domestic slave and sexual plaything, 
wil like this book. Others won't. The 
same criticism lies against it that lies against 
Tolstoi’s ** Kreutzer Sonata "—it is the work 
of prejudice and one-sided education. In 
Tolstoi’s book, the author is plainly under 
the influence of his religion, and he draws a 
portrait of the race which is hideous and un- 
like. Helen Gardener has written apparently 
under the influence of the ‘‘ Alphaites” and 
the ‘‘ Dianaites," and other hysterical people 
who somehow think, and claim to hav evi- 
dence to back up their thought, that woman 
is a ravaged class and a victim of man, who 
is always vile. If one-half be true that the 
two ''ites? mentioned claim, there ought to 
be another war for the emancipation of a sex. 

The tendency of the times i8 toward the 
odd, not to say the erotic, in literature, and 
a8 the author of this book is a literary person 
as well as a reformer, it is not impossible 
that the opening chapter of this book—which, 
if Helen Gardener had not written it, we 
should call offensiv—was not without a pur- 
pose other than that of the surgeon cutting 
deep in order to heal. Be this as it may, it 
seems to us that she could safely hav let 
some of the suggestions remain between the 
covers of holy writ. But this is not the most 
serious fault of the book. She has drawn a 
portrait of man, in delineating one of her 
characters—the heavy villain—that she will 
find difficulty in duplicating in real life, and 
yet she must duplicate him or the ** moral? 
of the novel falla to the ground. Andona 
premis which we do not think exists she has 
made man out to be a brute. This, no 
doubt, is due to the influence of those views 
of life which it is Zuctfer’s purpose to pro- 
mulgate. The conversations by which man 
is thus revealed are unnatural and artificial. 
Read this: Mr. Mansfield’s son has been 
guilty of an ünmanly vice; a doctor, who is 
telling the story, informs his father, and that 
amiable individual suggests that the boy be 
taken to New York. He says to the physi- 
cian : 


Mr. H. L. Green has obtained permission 
to print in pamphlet form Colonel Ingersoll's 
Arena article on ** God in the Constitution," 
and it can now be had for 10 cents. It 
should be circulated by the million copies for 
the good it will do aside from the pleasure 
Freethinkers will find in perusing it. 


Those wholike Mr. John Prescott Guild's 
vigorous condemnations of all ideas dissim- 
ilar to his own should send him, at Tyngs- 
boro, Mass., 10 cents for his Grand Army 
address on “The Flag We Float.” Mr. 
Guild never lets his reader go to sleep, 
Hoven he occasionally arouses angry pas- 
sions. 


Monists, if there be any such people, will, 
we presume, find the quarterly magazine, the 
Monist, established by the Open Court Pub- 
lishing Co., a valuable production. Every- 
day folks, just ordinarily interested in science 
and the various new theories and discoveries 
therein, will also be pleased with it. Since 
the establishment of the quarterly the Open 
Court has been reduced in size, and one must 
now subscribe for both to get what he 
formerly obtained in one. Price of the Mo- 
nist, 50 cents single copy; $2 per year. 


Until the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND 
FREETHINKER'8 ALMANAO for 1891 is issued 
the two best annuals for next year are the 
“ Freidenker Almanac,” published in German 
by the Freidenker Company at Milwaukee, 
Wis., and the ‘‘ National Secular Society's 
Almanac for 1891," edited by G. W. Foote 
and J. M. Wheeler, and published by Robert 
Forder, London. This last book contains 
articles by OC. Bradlaugh, Messrs. Foote, 
Moss, Wheeler, Forder, Standring, and 
others, with much information useful to 
Englishmen, and a calendar useful to all 
Freethinkers. There are quite a number of 
mistakes regarding American Freethinkers, 
but not nearly so many as are usually found 
in English periodicals about America in gen- 
eral, and not more probably than we should 
make if we wrote about England without 
consulting our English friends, of whom 
happily we hav a good supply over here. 
But, on the whole, the publication has suf- 
fered none from the change of officers of the 
Society, and has, we think, improved in 
some details. We shall transfer some of its 
information to our own publication, which 
will be on sale about at the close of the year. 
The price of the almanac is 25 cents. The 
“ Freidenker's Almanac” is of course useful 
only to those who read German, but to such 
it will be found vastly entertaining, as its 
corps of contributors is extensiv and able 
and the editor has gathered much good 
poetry and statistical knowledge to fill its 
pages. An article interesting to Wisconsin 
Germans is ‘‘ School, State, and Church,” by 
Hermann Boppe. Other contributors known 
to our readers are Hugo Andriessen, F. 
Schumann-Pott, and Dr. Paul Carus. The 
price of the almanac is 25 cents. 


** Glose np your office for a few weeks and take 
the boy off on a lark. Paint things red. Go to 
New York. See the elephant. Oh. you'll know 
how to pick out a good dove, hang it! You 
understand." 

“ But I do not understand, Mr. Mansfield." 

He sat down opposit, crossed his lees, drew his 
eyes to a long narrow line, and looked through 
the slit at me for a moment, with infinit disgust. 
Tbeu he said slowly : 

‘What is the use for you to pretend not to know 
what I want of you in this case? You are no 
fool. You've lived long enough to know that men 
are all alike. What makes me mad is that the 
little idiot. that boy, has come near ruining his 
health and mind just for the need of some good, 
solid advice and a chance. Now I don’t care to 
take him on his first round with the doves. He'd 
be—well, I suvpose I might be a sortof arestraint 
ov the little donkey; and if he goes by himself— 
well, vou know, he'd mort likely get into trouble. 
He'd fall into the hands of some low woman, 
who'd bleed him, or worse. Now if you go witb 
him, you can arrange for him to meet a charmer 
—one that is as green as he is. don't you gee—and 
if he took a sort of romantic fancy to her, all the 
better, for & while.” He stooped to take breath 

* And then," I asked, “when the romantic 
fancv is over ?” 

* What do you mean?” he replied in astonish- 


During the past year the Humboldt Li- 
brary has been increased from number 121 to 
184, and nearly all of the added numbers are 
books which Freethinkers desire to possess. 
Especially is this true of No. 121—J. 8. Mill’s 
‘ Utilitarianism,” reprinted from the ninth 
London edition of that work. Utilitarianism 
as & basis for morals, or acts which affect 
others, has never been so thoroughly studied 
by the people of this country as by those of 
England, and this reprint opens the way for 
all, as the price is only 15 cents. Another 
volume which students of enlightened and 
progressiv politics will want to read. whether 
they agree with the authors or not, is No. 125— 
“ Darwinism and Politics” and ‘‘Administra- 
tiv Nihilism,” by Professor Huxley, price 15 
cents. No. 124 is ‘‘ Quintessence of Social- 
ism,” by Professor A. Schiifile, which appeals 
to the same class, and-is printed at the same 
price. Professor Toynbee’s Popular Ad- 
dresses, Notes, and other Fragments, on 
** The Industrial Revolution of the Eighteenth 
Century," are printed in two double parta, 
price 60 cents. “The Law of Private 
Right,” by George H. Smith, is also a double 
number; price 80 cents. Mr. Smith holds 
the opinion that the law of private right as 
administered in this country is fundamentally 
erroneous, owing to inaccurate text-books 
and loose judicial decisions. Books that are 
for students of science in her various 
branches are ''Physiognomy and Expres- 
sion," by Senator Paolo Mantegazza, director 
of the National Museum of Anthropology at 
France, in two parts, 60 cents; ‘‘ Upon the 
Origin of Alpine and Italian Lakes; and 
Upon Glacial Erosion," by several noted 
English, Swiss, and American geologists—in 
two parts price 45 cents; *'The Origin of 
the Organs,” by Dr. Isaac Taylor, also in two 
double-number parts, price 60 cents; and 
** The Evolution of Sex,” by Professors Ged- 
des and Thomson—two double-number parta, 
price 60 cents. Purchasing these volumes 
is absolutely the cheapest method of keeping 
up with scientific discoveries of the day, and 
the price certainly places. them within the 
reach of all. They may be ordered from 
this, office, as may all the books noticed in 
these columns, 


made an outcast of her, and of your son after you 
hav made a libertin of him?” I began, but he 
broke in impatiently : 

Ob, nlague take the girl! What do I care 
what becomes of her? ‘Becomes of her? What 
always becomes of'em? They can look out for 
themeelvs. Libertin? I don’t care how much of 
a libertin Pres. is; but what I won't stand—what 
makes me Mad—is for him to bea blamed little 
fool:" and Mr. Mansfield took up his hat, strode 
out of my office, and slammed the door viciously 
behind him. 


Now, if men generally hold such senti- 
ments as this heavy villain expresses, then 
this book is timely and has a place in litera- 
ture. If men do not, then the basing of a 
‘sermon in novel form on such a text is a libel 
on the masculin sex. But as if that were not 
enough, in another chapter are added two 
rapes—the description of which we cannot 
print—a deserted blackmailing woman, two 
illegitimate children. all in the regular course, 
as if they were the most common occurrences 
in the world, and one of the characters does 
his sex the honor to talk like this about men 
and women: 


& I try to protect my sisters from other fellows; 
other fellows are trying to shield theirs from each 
other. If it were a manly desire, honestlv felt, to 
protect the helpless and innocent or inexDeri- 
enced; if it were from & sense of fairness; if it 
were innate honor; if it were because we believe 
that we hav no right to allow the ruin of the life 
of auother being whom it is in our power to 
shield. why. don't you see, doctor, we wouldn’t 
bay to watch each other at all? Our sisters would 
all be safe; because every man would do his level 
best to see that every girl had a fair chance to 
grow up and make her own ue of her own 
life when she was old enough to understand; but 
you know that jt isn’t so. You know that nine- 
tenths of the girls that go wrong are tricked or 
bullied into it, in the first place, by some scoun- 
drel who knows perfectly well what he is about. 
What does be care for her ruined life? What 
does he care for justice or honor toward the help 
Jess? She isn’t his sister. It won't react on him 
if she is disgraced. I tell you, doctor, men are a 
bad lot. You know perfectly well that there is a 
tacit understanding among them not to giv each 
other away. They all watch women and shield 
each other. They don’t even want a woman to 
tell the truth in books. They pretend the condi- 


ment. j 
tt What is to become of the girl after you hav 


tion8 do not exist, that women are morbid and 


erotic. I don't believe that they know the mean- 
ing of unselfishness. 
for themaelvs. bol i 
families to be happy; but it is all besause it 
would be less comfortable for themselvs if they 
were not.” 


Every act of their lives is 
They howl about wanting their 


These views are the basis of the book, and 


the evils to which they naturally lead are the 
roots Miss Gardener is cutting at. 
to us that she is wasting much effort. 
roots are not there. 


It seems 
The 


From the foregoing it will be seen that Miss 


Gardener’s attempt to paint the lives of men 
is not regarded by us as a great success. 
reason is not that she hag not the skill to say 
what she means, but that she is writing of 
something of which apparently she knows 
almost nothing. The jokes in the papers 
&bout women are all written by men. 
psychological studies of the female sex they 
show great stupidity, and a man who should 
form his opinion of women from them would 
get left in practical dealing with them. 
with the lessons of Miss Gardener's book. 
Female readers of inexperience are warned 
that men are a great deal better than she 
paints them—or rather, a great deal less ras- 
cally. Like the brutes Lucifer rakes up from 
the muck of humanity, Miss Gardener’s vil- 
lains are so exceptional that they horrify 
even though existing only in the imagi- 
nation, and if she could only make them flesh 
and blood men she would hav.a right to write 
such & work. 


The 


As 


So 


Now for Miss Gardener’s side of the story. 


“Is This Your Son, My Lord?” is written 
for & purpose, which is, to quote from the 
advertisment, **to expose the respectable 
frauds, the hypocrisies, and the essential 
rottenness of society," and therefore its lit- 
erary finish and value as a product of the 
novelist’s art are of secondary consideration. 
The main idea is to reform the men. 
characters represented are types of good, 
bad, and mixed men. 
conventional, fashionable, polished hypocrit, 
the product of a false civilization, a blight- 
ing curse to all who come within the com- 
pass of his influence; ‘an echo of an echo,’ 
and something far worse. -Preston Mans- 
field, naturally high-minded, with manly im- 


The 
t Fred Harmon, the 


pulses, possessing the foundation of a worthy 
if not a brilliant manhood, swept by outside 
influences into the vortex of vice until, 
sweeping others with himself, he meets 8 
tragic fate. Harvey Ball, noble, frank, out- 
spoken, real, a man who makes one renew 
his faith in mankind; a type of the honest- 
hearted, fearless investigator, in error in 
some of his views as we think, but it is the 
error of an honest soul who would follow a 
truth wherever she may lead him, and such 
error is not to be feared. Such are the types 
which appeal most strongly to the parental 
reader.” Thus the advertisment. Then 
we hav Mrs. Harmon, fit mother to Fred; a 
practical man with a Maudie-girl daughter 
who finally marries the good Agnostic young 
man—in the real conventional Elmina- 
gtabbed-the-count style; and a few other 
character pegs upon which to hang moral 
garments. The story is kept along in a skill- 
ful manner to interest the reader, though in 
one or two places the transition from action 
to narrativ is too abrupt, and there are some 
lines which George Eliot would hav omitted. 
But everybody will, we think, be glad to hav 
and read the book, because it has a lot of 
good heresy in it, and because Helen, beloved 
of all, wrote it. Besides these reasons, & 
great many think it superior to any of her 
previous books—though how it can be com- 
pared with ** Men, Women, and Gods,” is not 
very plain! Mr. Chamberlain last week 
praised it highly—but then he ig a student of 
Alphaism—and now Captain Adams, presi- 
dent of the Canadian Secular Union, says of 
it: “The best book of the age. The only 
writer who has had the skill to do what only 
a very few hav dared to try to do—compose 
a well-constructed story expressing honest 
opinions to the full and speaking what every- 
body is thinking of and nobody thinks it polite 
to mention. It delights me to find the things 
that I am constantly thinking and saying 
blurted out so boldly and with such exquisit 
wit and simile that the old ideas hav the 
charm of new acquaintances.” It is evident 
that Captain Adams, like the other critics of 
the race, is ‘‘up” in the race’s vicious ways. 
We wonder why. And there are others who 
think as Captain Adams does. The Woman’s 
Tribune says ‘It is a novel which has to do 
with the moral understratum of fashionable 
life, whose evils and sham it mercilessly ex- 
poses. The first pages giv a glimpse into 
that black pit of moral iniquity from which, 
covered over by the garlands of fashionable 
religion and conventionality, there yet rise 
the noxious vapors that poison the whole 
social atmosphere. If one can hav confidence 
enough in Miss Gardener’s purpose, as all 
can who know the sincerity, purity, and 
courage of her writings, to trust her through 
the opening chapters, one finds that in this 
sad story of human experience, duplicated 
daily in the large cities and aped in the 
smaller, the most profound lessons are taught. 
It is an elaboration in fiction of the profound 
scripture, ‘ There is a way that seemeth right 
unto & man, but the end thereof is death.’ 
Still it is always the novel and never the 
homily. It is scientific in its methods and 
disdains to appeal to any emotion or senti- 
ment to enforce its high code of honor for 
men and genuinness for society. Every 
page breathes sincerity and high purpose.” 
This being the case we suppose all our read- 
ers will send $1 for a copy in cloth, or 50 
cents for the paper-covered edition. 
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What They Say About the Picture Book. 
Pomeroy’s Advance Thought. i 

Brick Pomeroy is a strong Prohibitionist, and we 
do not quite understand how he came to write the 
following ; but it goes : 

tt The Truth Seeker Company, New York city, has lately 
issued a very curious curiosity book of religions pictures, by 
Watson Heston, from the characters mentioned in the Bible. 
These pictures do not disturb the ocean of spirituality that 
the Bible points to, but they bring out a number of charac- 
ters mentioned in the biblical narrativ (Bible signifying a 
book of narrations), according to the character each pos- 
sessed, judging from the narration as printed. The book 
contains about two hundred pictures. Price for the large 
volume, $2. Many of the pictures are very forcible, and 
are worthy of very serious thought. The first shows Uncle 
Sam attacked by pests that come swarming from Ireland and 
European slums. They are represented as bugs and flying 
vermin, labeled, Pinkerton Thug, Anarchist, Sunday Bores, 
House Chaplain, Army Chaplain, Whisky Blow Fly, The 
Pope’s Irish, Postal Regulations, God-in-the-state, etc. 

** Some of the pictures are lacking in sense and born only 
of prejudice, while others are bright as day. The one 
showing Uncle Sam and Education as struggling in the 
embrace of serpents called Sectarianism and Priestcraft is 
not correct. The serpents should be named Usury and 
Monopoly. Many of the pictures offend without pointing 
to a betterment, while others are strongly and usefully sug- 
gertiv. The idea that nearly two thousand millions of dollars’ 
worth of church property is entirely exempt from taxation, 
and, when sold, goes into the pockets of the survivors of 
church organization, is worthy of general thought and atten- 
tion. The pictures representing the demand that no work 
shall be done on Sunday, are far-fetched and not true to the 
letter or spirit of the legal law or public sentiment. The 
picture, The Atonement Doctrin, is very forcible and about 
right. Clamor of the Creeds is one of the best of the series. 
Janus-faced Credalists is also a correct satire on all who 
oppose Mormonism, or rather polygamous marriages. The 
book is full of food for thought—and thinking is what a 
large portion of those who profess religion entirely forget. 
It contains nearly 400 pages, and 185 full-page illustrations. 
It is 12x9 inches; bound in boards and sent for $2. Truth 
Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York city. 
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The Petition to the World’s Fair Commission. 


Cut this petition out, place it at the head of a sheet of 
paper, and ask your neighbors to sign it. When filled, for- 
ward it to THz TRUTH SEEKER office. Get everybody in 


town to sign. 
ee E E 


Professional Messiahs. 


The papers are now telling interesting stories 
about Johnson Sides, the Indian messiah. Captain 
York, on a visit to this town from Nevada City, 
knows the dusky anointed well, and relates this anec- 
dote to show that he is not less eccentric than other 
mediators between heaven and earth. “I remem- 
ber,” said the captain to a World reporter," that 
about four years ago Johnson Sides became imbued 
with a strong desire to Ohristianize and educate the 
members of his tribe, and to that end made a battle 
for a schoo!-house. A dug-out or a log-cabin would 
not do. He had to hav & school-house properly 
framed and built. He was then near Virginia City, 
and it was on the outskirts of the city he wanted to 
build the school-house. He had no money and the 
tribe was poor. Neither did he hav credit, but he 


determined to hav the school at any cost. So he 
laid his plans, and soon the lumber dealers began to 
miss scantling, timbers, and boards, and carpenters 
had their tools stolen. No one could detect the 
thief or thieves, and the matter was a mystery until 
one day a lumber dealer in riding across country 
happened onto Johnson Sides’s. school-house. He 
examined the marks on the rough timber and recog- 
nized it as having been stolen from him, and he re- 
turned to the city to tell the other dealers of his 


| find. They went to the scene and found the school- 


house well on toward completion, and near it enough 
lumber to finish the building. The dealers com- 
pelled Johnson Sides to return all the stuff, and 
then in disgust he exclaimed, ‘Huh! Ohristians make 
Jesus pay one bit one foot for him crose. " 

Such eccentric disregard of the difference between 
meum and teum is not peculiar to this alleged mes- 
siah alone. We recollect of another son of God, 
mentioned in sacred mythology, who broke tke Sab- 
bath by going through a cornfield, plucking ears of 
corn to eat, and who when he wanted to journey to 
a city, hopped upon the first donkey he found feed- 
ing by the roadside. 

— — i b au 


The National Reformers. 


And now the National Reformers, the God-in-the- 
Constitution folk, are angry at President Harrison 
for not recognizing Jesus Ohrist in his recent 
Thanksgiving proclamation. The Presbyterian 
Journal sorrowfully explains : 


** The political entanglements are such that not a few even 
of our best men do not hold them, or are trammeled in act- 
ing up to them; even our Presbyterian elder president re- 
fused, though specially asked, to recognize Christ in his 
Thanksgiving proclamation. 


But the Rev. D. W. Carson, in the United Pres- 
byterian, waxes angry in earnest, and thus berates 
Elder Harrison : 


* Only think of it. The president of this Christian nation, 
himself a member and an officer in the church of Christ, 
professing to direct us how to obtain @ gracious acceptance 
of our praise, recommends us to go to work and endeavor to 
merit it by remembering the poor! Does he think that we 
hav forgotten the story of Cain and Abel and their respectiv 
offerings, in the very beginning of our history as a race, 
with its primary lesson on this very subject in which he 
offers to be our teacher? Or does he expect us, standing in 
the full noonday light of a complete revelation, to try to 
please God by spitting in the face of the beloved, his and 
ours? Merit, indeed! What a time was this, when the 
story of Calvary is being told in all the Sabbath-schools of 
the land, diffusing its sweet-smelling odor, which has already 
filled heaven with its fragrance, all around us! What a 
time was this to ask us to perfume our thank-offerings to 
God with such merit as we can distill from our paltry, con- 
temptible gifts to the poor !” 


It’s really too bad! but when one reads these 
rebukes to our chief executiv, he is moved to ask, 
what do these folks want? If Harrison is not pious 
enough for them, where will they find a man, outside 
of their own fanatical ranks, who is? Obrist him- 
self would never hav suited them. 

Mr. Wanamaker—Holy John!—is also belabored 
by his fellow-fanatics, for permitting any Sunday 
mail service at all, and he is held up as a fitting ob- 
ject for disciplinary treatment. The Rev. Mr. 
George, of Beaver Falls, addressed the Sabbath 
Association of Western Pennsylvania recently, and 
said of Mr. Wanamaker : 


** We all know that the Sunday newspaper is a great evil, 
and that its publishers and those who sell it, as well as those 
who advertise in it, are in many cases prominently identified 
with church work. Such persons should be subjected to 
the most rigid church disciplin. But Jet us not overlook an 
evil which, to my mind, is far more gigantic than the 
Sunday newspaper. I refer to the United States mail gerv- 
ice, which is carried on openly on the Sabbath. At the 
head of this service is a man who has long been identified 
with church work, as the teacher of a Bible class, and who 
is looked upon as a conscientious and consistent Christian ; 
yet this man, an elder or deacon in a Presbyterian church, 
lends his official indorsement to a most flagrant violation of 
the laws of God and man. Let the church begin by subject- 
ing this man to disciplin. Let the members of his church 
or his pastor go to him, and tell him he will either hav to 
withdraw from the church whose sacramental vows he is 
clearly breaking, or issue a proclamation putting a stop to 
work in the government mail service on the Sabbath. Mr. 
Wanamaker knows he is not acting consistently; as a Pres- 
byterian elder, he cannot help knowing it.” 


In the Christian Statesman of last week, a con- 
tributor makes a suggestion which entitles him to a 
reward as the most zealous of the Reformers. It is, 
that all our courts should be opened with prayer ! 
To the possible objection that there is no one in 


court to do the praying, he makes three answering 
suggestions as to appointing the leader of the cere- 
mony: 

“1, The pious judge. What a solemn, affecting, though 
novel sight that would be: Judge White, or Ewing, 
‘or Stowe, or other well-known Christian judges in Alle- 
gheny county, opening court by calling on all to join in 
prayer for a blessing on their work? With what solemnity 
would the venerable Judge Miller, of the United 
States Supreme Court, hav sought the favor of God at the 
opening of court? Hundreds, thousands of other judges 
throughout our country, equally good, would gladly and most 
fittingly perform this appropriate service. Or . 

** $. Let the service be performed by the various ministers 
of the gospel in the place. "They would gladly do it, taking 
it in turn. It would be both a pleasure and a benefit to 
them. Or 

** 8. In our more important places where courts sit a large 
portion of the time, let the regular chaplains be employed. 
Why not? It would beasaving of time. Business would 
be more promptly dispatched. The general appearance, the 
personnel, of court-room crowds would be greatly improved. 
All parties would be the gainers, and the public expénse 
would be decreased. Then why not employ chaplains for 
our court-rooms as well as,nay, more than, in our prisons 
and workhouses ?” 

To this the editor of the Statesman adds: 

** The foregoing suggestion is of the utmost practical value. 
We are glad to inform our readers that the courts in Massa- 
chusetts—we do not know how generally or whether invari- 
ably—are opened with prayer. Our lamented brother, the 
Rev. David McFall, rendered this service for some time in 
the courts of East Cambridge, and once when the present 
writer was his guest he asked us to take his place, but we 
were unable to accept the invitation. We ask information 
from our readers as to whether this custom prevails in other 
States, and how widely it prevails in Massachusetts." 


If the Sabbath Union succeeds in its object, these 
National Reformers may hope to succeed in theirs, 
and put Christ into our Constitution, laws, and . 
courts. And what a high old time the parsons will 


hay then! 
———— — 9-4. 9—— ————— 


Two Sources of Authority. 


Replying to our question why the Seventh Day 
Adventists resist the Sunday laws when they assert 
that they follow Christ and the apostles, who 
“taught submission to rightful authority,” the 
American Sentinel says: 

** They oppose, not rightful authority, but a most unwar- 
ranted usurpation by the state of power that belongs alone 
to God. They ‘ render to Cæsar the things that are Cæsar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s,’and refuse to obey the 
state only when, like the magistrates referred to in Acts iv, 
5-19, it commands that which involves the violation of the 
law of God. We utterly repudiate the pagan theory to 
which Tug TRUTH SEEKER seems to be wedded, namely, that 
the state is supreme in all things.” 

Exactly. But who is to say what things are 
Casars and what things are God's? How do we 
know what power belongs alone to God? How do 


.we know when magistrates are violating the law of 


God? 

The Bible answers those questions, does the Sen- 
tinel say? Ah, who knows what the Bible means? 
Who shall interpret it definitivly * Think of the 
scores of sects, each interpreting differently! If the 
Bible is the authority, then we must hav an inspired 
and divinely authorized interpreter—as the Catholic 
church claims to be. Noone has more clearly shown 
the folly of trying to authoritativly outline Chris- 
tianity than the Sentinel people in their resistance 
to Blairs Educational amendment. And all they 
say as to that spplies to the Bible in this case. 

Again, when the Adventists think the Bible com- 
mands one thing and the state clearly commands 
another the Adventists propose to obey the Bible— 
in other words, their rights of conscience, as they 
conceive them to be. What is this but the Catholic 
position of the church above the state—the pope 
above the president, the priest above the legislator ? 
And it must necessarily be the position of any true 
Christian church, or of any church or religion founded 
upon alleged supernatural events or authority. Are 
the Adventists that sort of folks ? 

Tue Trore Szexer is very much misconstrued if it 
is thought to maintain the state’s supremacy. It 
does no such thing. It maintains man’s supremacy. 
Back of the state, and higher than it, back of all 
constitutions and courts and legislators and govern- 
ors and presidents, is Man. He is supreme, The 
state is but the expression of bis wish—the method 
he takes to accomplish his will. This is the Ameri- 
can doctrin also—the People are the supreme au- 
thority—and not “ God.” 

The difference between the Freethinkers and the 
Adventists in their contention for church and state 
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separation is that the Adventists imagin that some 
imaginary God calls for it, while the Freethinkers 
declare it to be for the benefit of the people. One 
wants it. for God's and man’s sake, the other for 
man’s sake alone. The Adventists must, in their 
advocacy, make their logic straddle both positions. 
God and Casar will never get together, for there is 
no one to survey the boundaries of their respectiv 
dominions. Therefore, as God makes no disturbance 
over whatever man does, and as Ozsar does, we can 
for practical purposes reckon only with Cæsar, ignor- 
ing the other's claims. For whenever ambitious 
man attempts to sit upon two stools he falls to the 
ground. Work, then, for justice and human happi- 
ness in this world; let God take care of himself with 
the aid of his omnipotence. 
—— — $9.9 ——————— 
The Beneficent Comstock Law. 

One of the beautiful possibilities of the Comstock 
postal statute which we hav forgotten until now to 
mention, but which is again rendered timely by Mr. 
Wanamaker’s post-office report, is thus shown by the 
Evening Post. The incident occurred during the 
recent campaign. With the politics of the story we 
hav nothing to do: 

“The postmaster—one Fiedler—at Bellefonte, Pa., has 
come to hig aid by excluding the World's story of Quay’s 
criminal career from the mails at that place as ‘ obscene lit- 
erature. The World's supplement containing the story was 
folded in the issue of a local Democratic paper, the Centre 
Democrat, and Fiedler took upon himself to refuse to deliver 
the Democrat unless the supplement was taken out of it, on 
the old Southern plan. We question if there is any remedy 
for this if Wanamaker chooses to stand by Fiedler, as he 
doubtless will. But of course all this uproar over the 
charge helps to spread the story of Quay’s dishonesty, or, in 
other words, helps the Independents. Nothing so stimulates 
curiosity to see a book or pamphlet as its exclusion from the 
mails on any ground, and especially on the ground of 
‘obscenity.’ The effect of Fiedler’s exploit is hightened, 
too, by the fact that he himself edits a Republican sheet 
called the Keystone Gazette, and is, therefore, one of the 
goodly company of the muzzled.” 

Mr. Quay may or may not be guilty of the charges 
made against him. But, either way, the postmaster 
was strictly right if the law be right. The supple- 
ment was undoubtedly lacking in modesty and good 
manners, for it is very ungentlemanly to constantly 
remind people of their faults, and also, it undoubt- 
edly offended Mr. Quay’s sense of delicacy. To him 
and his friends it was unbecoming, indecorous, un- 
seemly. Being so, it was indecent, and therefore 
unmailable according to the new Comstock statute. 
To exclude the supplement “was the simple duty of 
the” Bellefonte postmaster, who of course could 
“never discuss the policy or wisdom of breaking the 


law.” 
———— 99-999 —————— 


To the Seventh Day Adventists. 


We respectfully call the attention of the «1 dvent 
Review and Herald and the American Sentinel to 
this occurrence. Ralph Avery, who lived near Dal- 
zura, à place not far from San Diego, Oal., was an 
industrious man, fifty years of age, highly esteemed, 
and possessed of more than ordinary intelligence. 
Not long ago he became a convert to the Seventh 
Day Advent faith, and talked religion until everybody 
was bored. Then, his hallucination increasing, he 
began to fast, and imagined that the mantle of the 
prophets was about to fall upon him from heaven. 
On Thursday of last week he came to the house 
where his wife and child were, shouting frantically 
that he was the second Ohrist. The wife rightly 
judged that he was insane, and, taking her child in 
her arms, started to run for a neighbors. The 
fanatic overtook her, and demanded his son, declar- 
ing that he was commanded by heaven to spill the 
boy's blood as a sacrifice. The child was rescued 
and placed in other hands, and the neighbors took 
Avery in charge. Upon his person was found a 
knife which he had sharpened agreeably to the sup- 
posed divine command to cut his son’s heart out and 
burn it as an offering to God. Except for the inter- 
ference of others he would doubtless hav followed 
directions and killed the child., Another hallucina- 
tion of Avery’s was the belief that a ray of light 
had entered him, giving him a subjectiv illumination, 
together with unbounded wisdom. 

When Prof. J. O. Corliss next goes into the mis- 
sion field, spreading the third angels message, we 
hope he will be careful whom he converts. Itis better 
that folks like Avery should “ die in their sins ” than 
that they should be saved at the cost of innocent lives. 


Fo a E a D a OE A 


LOC NL a Sc IS ch I gh RR O ec ct i 


It is said that the Adventists are closer students 
of the Bible, and more literal believers therein, than 
any other Christian sect. We suggest, therefore, in 
order to avert murder, that their Publishing Associ- 
ation get out an edition of the Bible from which all 
reference to sacrifice is omitted. For (as Free- 
thought says) ever since Abraham imposed upon his 
superstitious tribe the story that God demanded the 
sacrifice of Isaac, people of weak mind hav believed 
in sacrifices and many hav made them. The cruci- 
fixion of Christ, with the doctrin of viearious sacri- 
fice attached to it, increased the evil. The doctrin 
therefore is pernicious in practice, besides being un- 
just in theory. Let the Adventists take heed, learn 
wisdom, and expurgate their Bible before their sect: 


is responsible for any more insane men. 
to — — — — 


Still a Good Christian. 


Two weeks ago Albert H. Smith, of Brooklyn, 
was convicted of forgery and sentenced to prison for 
seventeen years. 

The regular monthly business meeting of Plymouth 
church, the late Henry Ward Beecher's charge, was 
held Friday evening, December 5th. Deacon B. F. 
Blair presided, and the routine business was quickly 
settled. Then the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, now 
pastor of the church and editor of the Christian 
Union, arose, and claimed the attention of the gath- 
ering. He alluded first to the fact that Albert H.. 
Smith, the forger, was a member of Plymouth church. 
He then sketched the career of the forger and his 
crime. Dr. Abbott told of his interview with Smith, 
and said that he firmly believed that the criminal 
had repented. He then read a letter from Smith as 
follows: 

“Dr. Lyman ABBOTT, My Dear Pastor : Will you kindly 
advise me of my present position as an unworthy member 
of Plymouth church—what my duty is toward the brethren? 
I can, at the least, but express my bitter sorrow and sincere 
repentance for the crime I hav committed, and ask you to 
make expression of this to the proper officers of the church. 

** My daily prayer is for God's forgivness and for grace to 
bear my deserved punishment and humiliation. I feel that 
he has brought my heart back to himself. He saw me slip- 
ping away from my professions to the world of a desire to 
lead a Christian life, and has taken this means of saving me. 
I see in this call to bear this heavy cross and shame that I 
hav yet an opportunity to serve him and try to do his will. 
J trust I hav set my face in the right direction, and ask for 
your prayers and forgivness. 

** Very sincerely yours, 

** Dec. 1, 1890.” 

The letter was written from the Tombs. “My 
dear pastor" then offered the following resolution: 

** Resolved, That this church, fully recognizing the sin of 
Albert H. Smith in the act for which he is now suffering the 
legal penalty, retain his name upon the rolls, in the faith 
that no man more needs the watch and care of a Christian 
church than one who has fallen into sin, but has sincerely 
repented of his sin, and desires to return to the way of right- 
eousness and life. Our message to our brother is that God 
pardoneth and absolveth all those that truly repent and 
unfeignedly believein his holy gospel, and we commend him 
to the prayers of the members of our church and to such 
special offices of spiritual aid as it may be possible for the 
pastors or other officers of this church to render to him." 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and so 
when forger Smith returns from Sing Sing he will 
resume his place among the brethren as a member of 
the church in good and regular standing ! 

—_——— a a 


Not So Very Deplorable. 


The Zvening Post has discovered a mare's nest 
in Western Europe. It is that the Catholic church 
is rapidly drifting into Socialism, citing Cardinal 
Manning's letter to a convention at Liege in proof. 
The cardinal said: “It will never be possible. to 
establish peaceful relations between employers and 
workingmen in an effectiv and lasting manner, until 
there shall be enacted a just and proper law regulat- 
ing profits and wages—a law by which all free con- 
tracts between capital and labor shall be governed.” 
All the churches, adds the Post, are drifting more or 


ALBERT H. Smita. 


less rapidly into the same position, and for the:reason. 


that the people, having found out that heaven is a 
myth, are demanding their paradise. here on‘ earth, 
“They used to accept the promis of a heaven here- 
after as a solution for their earthly privations, but they 
refuse to do so any longer, and the clergy are forced, 
in order to hav an influence with them or get-a hear- 
ing from them, to promis them a heaven on: earth, for 
that is what Socialism offers." ^. . 

Of course the Post thinks this tendency most de- 
plorable. “The plan of ‘a just and proper law reg- 
ulating wages and profits,’ assumes the existence some- 


for the money among Freethought publications. 


where in humanity of a stock of grace, wisdom, and un- 
derstanding, and of legislativ and administrativ talent, 
which the world has not yet drawn on. Who is com- 
petent to draft such a law, and where are the saints. 
who are to execute it so as to make this earthly par- 
adise ? 
ments are, does nob provide a general superintendent 
or board of control for his phalanstery. Three years 
ago there was & widespread notion that somehow the 
Knights of Labor had been specially consecrated 
for the work of regenerating at least American soci- 
ety, but in a very few months Satan was as busy 
among them with his varied assortment of devilizies 
as among the rest of mankind. The chiefs lied and 
stole, and quarreled and failed, just like capitalists 
and brokers. 
are helping fo spread, that human society can be 
improved independently of improvements in hu. 
man character, has just as much promis and 
potency of social mischief in it as the invasion of 


Even Mr. Bellamy, perfect as his arrange- 


The notion which some of the clergy 


the barbarisns in the fifth century. It may over- 
throw what we hav, but it will take now, as it took 
then, a thousand years to put something decent and 
bearable in its place.” 

We cannot agree at all with the Post that, "hu. 
manly speaking,” this spread of skepticism is “ de- 
plorable,” though no one can deny that the race is 
not, by many years, fitted for such cooperativ life as 
Socialism or Anarchism presents. There is too 
much of the savage in us yet. But the very fact 
that the people hav quit thinking about an imaginary 
heaven and gone to thinking about improving their 
condition on esrth is, if it be really a fact, the moat 
hopeful sign of the age. As long as people would 
accept the promis of a heaven hereafter as payment 
in full for slavery heze; but little progress in solving 
economic puzzles could be made. But let the world 
seriously turn its attention to devising and practicing 
schemes whereby every man shail be enabled to con- 
sume the full equivalent of what he produces, and the 
result will be felt in less than a thousand years. At 
any rate, there is no use in s:anding still because first 
steps may hav to be retraced and a new path sought. 

——— 988 el 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux editor of the Znoestigator asks this curious question : 

“ Ig Balfour a greater enemy to Ireland than Mrs. O'Shea ?" 

Why Mrs. O'Shea? Is it always to be Adam’s answer, 
She did it? 

ren, 

Tuis is a Methodist opinion of ‘‘ Father" Huntington, 
from the Christian Advocate: ** Protestant monkhoods merit 
only contempt, being the monkeyish imitations of Rome.” 
Alliterativ and accurate ! 


Tux Christian Statesman says: 


“THE TRUTH SEEKER is a journal published in New York and de- 
voted to the secular theory of government, or the utter divorce of 
civil government from religion. Here is its estimate of the Prohi- 
bition movement: ‘It isa base conspiracy of raving cranks, froth- 
ing fanatics, gibbering lunatics, frenzied bigots, designing knaves, 
rotten demagogs, and unprincipled Politicians, who would apply 
the torch of conflagration to the glorious temple of liberty be- 
queathed us by our fathers, and dance in fiendish revelry around 
the smoking ruin.” 


When did Tae TRUTH SEEKER ever say that? 


PEESBYTERIANISM is progressing. The First Presbyterian 
church of Spokane Falls, Wash., held a foot sociable last 
week. A heavy curtain was hung, and on one side were the 
ladies, on the other the gentlemen. The ladies had to ex- 
hibit one foot from under the curtain, and the gents took 
their choice of which foot carried the fairest owner, and 
brought her to supper in consideration of fifteen cents for 
the privilege of choosing. 


Missouri is a pious state, and has a good Sunday law, 
based so entirely upon religion that it exempts from penalties 
“any person who is a member of a religious society by 
whom any other than the first day of the week is observed 

as a Sabbath, so that he observes such Sabbath.” But not- 
withstanding this, so bloodthirsty are the evangelical Chris- 
tians of the state that two Seventh Day Adventists, William 
Fritz and Robert Gibb, living in Howard county, near Arm- 
strong, hav been indicted and arrested for performing com-. 
mon labor on their farms on Sunday. The cases were dock- 
eted for trial in the circuit court at Fayette, Tuesday, Dec. 
2, 1890, but no further particulars hav reached the uota 
ters of the sect at Battle Creek, Mich. 

M li B ÜÜ—— nn 


The Pieture Book, Bound in Cloth, $2.50. 
Many purchasers of the ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 


"Book " having expressed a desire for a cloth binding for it, 


we. hay arranged to satisfy the demand, and for an addi- 


| tional fifty cents will send it in silk cloth, gold and black 


lettering. - In either style of binding it is the cheapest book 
It is also 
one of the very best. l 


794 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 1 


3, 


1890. 


Zellers from friends. 


, Finpray, O., Nov. 25, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: This postal is the result of a call in the last 
issue of Tur TRUTH SEEKER. I heartily indorse the motion 
of Mr. Guthrie, as seconded by Geo. L. Pratt in the Novem- 
ber 22d issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Also I am in fora 
family record as suggested by Capt. T. J. Kennedy, and for 
having the pictures engraved of the worthies he named; 
and if Mr. Heston so kindly sees fit to push it I will pledge 

myself for a copy unless the cost is too much. 
Sami. H. ZIMMERMAN. 


HEBER Crry, Uran, Nov. 15, 1890. 
Mz. EprrOR: The present inclosure is for one year’s sub- 
scription and one copy of the picture book. I should like 
to be able to help the cause more than Ido. But I do the 
very best I can. Can every other truth seeker say the same 
and tell the truth ? If they can, you hav a hard row to hoe. 
But I think you hav the courage to face it. And I for one 
will pledge myself to help you all I can. Hoping you will 

liv long to fight the good fight, I remain, 
Yours for the truth, ANDREW LINDSAY. 


HEnER Orry, Uram, Nov. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Your article on the failure of the fulfillment 
of prophecy as published in your paper of October 11th, is 
in my poor judgment unanswerable. Hence I inclose $1 
for two or three copies, and desire to keep that record. Hav 
you any pamphlets in print on that subject? If so, I should 
like to get some if I knew how. If any, send me a copy, 
and I will remit and may order more. . 
Your sincere well-wisher in the struggle of Right against 
the tyrant Might, i JOHN DUNOAN. 


SuowvtuLE, VA., Dec. 1, 1890. 
Mz. Eprtoz: The mother is the real head of the family, 
yet Captain Kennedy proposes a family record surrounded 


was allowed only forty-five minutes on that occasion. The 


following is from the Chicago daily Globe: f 

Mrs. Freeman delivered a lecture on ‘The Battle for 
Bread ” last evening, before the Secular Union, at the Prin- 
cess Opera House, West Madison street. Mrs. Freeman 
attracted the largest audience that has ever attended the 
Union’s meeting. Sheis a pleasant speaker and her address 
contained many salient points and much good advice. 

And the evening Journal says: 

The Chicago Secular Union had its largest audience of the 
season Sunday evening at Princess Opera House to hear 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman's lecture, ‘‘ The Battle for Bread,” in 
which she held her hearers enraptured for an hour with her 
expressions of practical ideas mingled with poetic sentiment 
sustaining her high reputation as a lecturer. Mrs. M. J. 
Weeks’s singing was much appreciated by the audience and 
there was instrumental music by Mrs. Reece, Bertha Piper, 
and J. Greer. 


It is said that a prophet is without honor in his own coun- 


try, but the large and appreciativ audience upon this occa- 
sion was an eloquent tribute of the people's enthusiasm for 
Mrs. Freeman’s ten years’ work in the Chicago Secular 
Union, to which she has unflinchingly devoted her time and 
talents. 
and it only needs to be announced that she will speak to fill 
the house to overflowing. 


She has resided in Chicago for twenty-two years, 


J. H. GREER. 


SzwaAnD, Nes., Nov. 25, 290. 
Mz. Epiror: Will you favor me by inserting the inclosed 


obituary in Tug TRuTH SEEkER? If you will please send 
me seven or eight extra copies, I will remit to you when I 
send for my historical cartoon book. 
funeral exercise of the kind in Seward, which has over 
two thousand inhabitants with a dozen churches. 


Ours was the first 


H. L. Boyzs. 
OBITUARY. 
Gone to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no tray- 


eler returns. 
Boyzs.—At her residence in Seward on Monday, Oct. 13, 


1890, Mrs. Esther L. Boyes, aged 75 years and 18 days. 
Mrs. Boyes was the daughter of Col. Arunah Hibbard and 


Esther Hibbard. Her father, Colonel Hibbard, served in 


the war of 1812. The deceased was born in Erie county, N. 
Y., Bept. 25, 1815, and was married to Hiram L. Boyes, Oct. 
20, 1836. She was one of the oldest settlers of Seward, 
Neb., having removed here with her husband more than 
twenty-three years ago. She was respected and loved by 
all who knew her, and was noted for her genial disposition 
and kindness to all, especially to those in adversity. She 
leaves her husband, five sons, and two daughters to mourn 
the loss of a devoted wife and loving mother. The funeral 
services were held at the residence of the deceased, and 
were simple yet very impressiv. Many friends gathered to 
pay their last sad tribute of respect to the dead friend and 
neighbor. After an appropriate selection of vocal music, 
with organ accompaniment, had been rendered by Mr. Mer- 
riam, Mr. Bain, Mrs. Smith Atkins, Mrs. Reichman, and 
Miss Jolley, Judge Lowley read that exquisit poem, '* Why 
Should the Spirit of Mortal be Proud?" in his own good 
style. Mrs. D. C. McKillip then read an extract from Edwin 
Arnold’s **Light of Asia " with an impressiv manner. 
Another selection of music was rendered, and the corpse 


on all sides by men. He forgets men are only what mothers 
make them. He forgets how much woman has done and is 
still doing for freedom and Liberalism. But it isto be hoped 
the record makers will remember to at least alternate the 
picture of each man with the picture of some good woman. 
Ernestine L. Rose, Harriet Martineau, Susie H. Wixon, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Susan B. 
Anthony, and hundreds of others are on the roll to be se- 
lected from. The only trouble will be that so many grand, 
good women must be left out. 
The wife, and she is not one jot less than the husband ; 


The daughter, and she is just as good as the son; 
The mother, and she is every bit as much as the father. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


Henperson, Ky., Nov. 25, 1890. 


Mz. Eprror: [hav to acknowledge that the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ 
Text-Book ” contains many powerful facts from the highest 
authorities contradicting and completely setting aside many 
of the follies and wicked features of the churches, and, with 
the powerful assistance of the illustrations, throwing dis- 
credit on even the most respectable doctrins and practices. 
I hav found very little in the pictures to condemn, but 
a great deal that deserves a hearty amen. I think the 
Decline of the Papacy in Italy is the best, and the Race 
between Ingersoll and Gladstone is second; but the least of 
them is still magnificent. I do not know how much toil and 
perspiration are expended in the production of one of these 
inimitable sketches, but I must say: Heston, you are a mas- 
` ter. Everybody should hav the book, and I am willing to 
help pay for a copy to be sent to Mr. Gladstone and one to 
the pope. T. J. STEVENSON. 


HaxBUus6, Ia., Nov. 24, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you please giv the names of the twenty- 
geven Bibles as given by Kersey Graves’s work, through the 
medium of Tux TRUTH BEEKER, and also to whom the reve- 
lations were supposed to hav been made ? 

If any of the subscribers hav any back numbers they do 
not want, they can make good use of them and hélp the 
cause by sending them to August Wagner, of this place, who 
will highly appreciate the favors and use them to the best 
advantage. Yours truly, E. Darszv. 


[The chief among the Bibles enumerated by Mr. Graves 
are: Rig Veda, Yojur Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda, 
Institutes of Menu, Ramayana, Mahabarat, Barta Shastra, 
Hermas, Zend Avesta, Sadder, Desatur, G. Javidan, Sophi 
Ibrahim, Ta-Heo, Chung Yung, Book of Mang, Shoo King, 
She King, Chun Tsen, Tao-te King, Musnavi, Bour Desch 
Kaliwakim, Saga, Kaliocham, Athenian Testament, Yohar, 
Koran, Book of Mormon, Shaker Divine Roll, Talmud, Old 
and New Testaments. These number upward of twenty- 
seven. Mr. Graves givs the alleged recipients of the revela- 
tions only in the most important cases. The names of the 
recipients will be found, so far as known at all, in various 
works on religions.—Ep. T. 8. ] 


Ca104a0, ILL., Nov. 25, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: On Sunday evening, November 23d, Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman gave her new lecture, *‘ The Battle for Bread,” 
before the Chicago Secular Union, Princess Opera House, 
to an appreciativ and magnificent audience. The house was 
filled to overflowing. Many prominent citizens were pres. 
ent, and the occasion was one long to be remembered. An 
elegant basket of flowers was presented to the lecturer by 
Mrs. J. H. Greer. A recitation was given by Mrs. Hannah, 
a former member of the Milwaukee Liberal League. Mrs. 


Freeman’s lecture, the ‘‘ Battle for Bread,” was delivered at 
th recent congress at Portsmouth—that is, in part, as she 


was taken to the north cemetery and laid to rest surrounded 
by a large circle of sorrowing friends. 


A OARD. 
We offer, as far as words can, our grateful thanks to the 


neighbors and friends who, for so many months, and espe- 
cial 


y in these last sad days, hav assisted 80 much in the care 
of our sick; and after her death, to those who assisted in 
the last sad rites, do we especially express our gratitude. 
H. L. BOYES AND FAMILY. 


Bzr, Nes., Nov. 20, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: With your permission, I desire an answer, 


through the columns of your enlightening journal, to the 
following : 


As the brain of man is the seat of his intellect and emo- 


tions, it includes his understanding, his affections, fancy, 
and imaginations; and as the spirit is an immaterial, intelli- 
gent, and immortal substance in man which distinguishes 
him from brutes, that part of man which enables him to 
think &nd reason; and as the fact of progress has been fully 
demonstrated, in that life began in the simple sea-plant, rising 
through millions of successiv differentiations and survivals 
of the fittest, and & continuous and almost unbroken chain 
of upward gradation through diatoms and crinoids, animal- 
cules and crustaceans, and through all the lower orders of 
vegetable and animal life, until through the continuation of 
natural selection the climax of upward gradation is reached 
in man; and as thís truth is acknowledged by the most intel- 
ligent supernaturalists of the day, they will confer a great 
favor on myself and others by fully explaining at what 
period during the evolution of man from a lower order of 
animals a ‘‘ spirit? or ‘‘soul” was imparted to or inserted 
in man, and denied or not given to the lower order of ani- 
mals from which mankind were derived. 
the brain is the seat of intellect and emotions, of fancy, 


And further, as 


affections, ard imaginations, it must be the cause of the 
animation or propelling force in the spiritual gradations of & 
future existence, Or there is no sensitiv, sensible, or reason- 
able guide to the immaterial, intelligent being, or substance, 
called a spirit. And asthe brain dies and decays with the 
body, returning its mite of matter to our common parent 
the earth, from which it derived its subsistence and former 
existence, does it not necessarily and naturally leave the 
theoretically constructed spirit of theologists to take an aim- 
less and crazy flight through nature's illimitable space, devoid 
of intellect, of fancy, affections, or imaginations, and with- 
out the knowledge or emotion to materialize in a Spiritual- 
istic séance in response to queries of the living, or to twang 
a harp on the golden streets of an orthodox heaven ? 

The lack of knowledge of the history of priestcraft makes 
women the soul of the church, and a mystic faith without 
reason makes man a passiv subject in the antique mold of 
superstition. His lot is cast in occasionally filling a vacant 
pew and the purse of the parson who preaches prehistoric 


paganism to a pathetic penitential party of plutocrats, includ- 
ing the trinity of polytheism, and then, if scientifically edu- 
cated, he goes homeward laughing in his sleeve at the unal- 
loyed and contagious ignorance of mortal man. 

INQUISITOR. 


Gray, KY., Nov. 28, 290. 

Mr. Eprror: I was pleasurably surprised when I arrived 
at this place to find out a day or two after that I had got into 
8 Freethinking community. Our postmaster, W. R. Barton, 
made an inquiry about me and soon sent me word that he 
would liketoseeme. AsI was a stranger in the community, 
I at once came to the conclusion that he was a Freethinker 
and had been reading Tur TRuTH NEEKER. So I called on 
him and made myself known. He then told me he had been 
reading Taz TRUTH SEEKER and was pleased to see my ar- 
ticle on the constitutional convention. At once there was a 
mutual good feeling at work with us. I was next made ac- 
quainted with the genial gentleman C. C. Gray, who is a sub- 
scriber to TuE TRUTH SEEKER and the man whom the village 
and post-oftice are named in honor of. He has a son named 
in honor of Colonel Ingersoll. I hav also made the acquaint- 
snce of B. F. Gray, & merchant of this place and a fearless 
Freethinker. F. M. Reese is the public school teacher, and 
it is but just to suppose that nothing but a secular education 
will be taught in his school, as he isa Freethinker. I hav 
also made the acquaintance of D. W. Conger, a jovial gen- 
tleman who is clerking for the North Jellico Coal Co. And 
I must not forget to say I hav met Mr. Wm. Robin- 
son, 8 late subscriber to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. There are 
other Freethinkers here whom I hav not met; D. F. Martin, 
C. C. Farris, and S F. Widener are among them. ` In fact, I 
am always glad to meet a Freethinker and reader of your 
grand old paper. I think it advisable for all Freethinkers to 
wear a Freethinker's breast-pin, so that they can be known 
among their friends. When] get able I am going to hav onc 
of Brother Wettstein’s breast-pins so that I can show the 
Christians my colors and my Freethinking friends may 
know who I am without introduction. 

I amin favor of a closer union of our forces, and the estab- 
lishment of à mutual benefit society. It can be done, and it 
ought to be done. 

Well, our constitutional convention has done it at last. 
They got God into the constitution ; and preachers—and of 
course priests—are eligible to the governorship. So you see 
we are something as Artemus Ward’s Army of the Potomac 
were when they got their shoes on the wrong way—progress- 
ing backward. We ought to hav better sense than our fore- 
fathers had, since we hav their experience and history to 
teach.us. But these gentlemen of the constitutional conven- 
tion hav gone backward a hundred years. I hope the peo- 
ple will reject their work entirely and giv the bigots a just 
set-back. Ido not think a Catholic priest in the governor’s 
chair would sit well with the people of Kentucky. If a 
preacher is eligible, why not a priest ? B. P. HERRON. 


Fort Jongs, CAL., Nov. 5, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: This is the frontier, a term synonymous 
with backwardness and ignorance, but I can venture the 
assertion that miners as a class are the greatest readers in 
the world. They are observers of nature, and their observa- 
tions lead them to conclusions directly in accordance with 
nature’s laws. There is no question more discussed than 
the combined subject of politics and religion. I say com- 
bined advisedly, because we all hav been watching the trend 
of American politics lately, and we hav come to the conclu- 
sion that a uniting of church and state is one of the direct 
aims of a certain party in the United States. We are op- 
posed to it. We believe that the American flag, which has 
protected all nationalities, creeds, and peoples for one hun- 
dred years without recognizing a constitutional theocracy, is 
still capable of floating without acknowledging a Christian 
God, is still capable of ruling the destinies of sixty-five mill- 
ion people. There never has been a country where a trium- 
phant church, worldly in all its aims and ends, has ruled a 
people, that that nation has not been corrupt, rotten, filthy 
in its political history. France, ruled by a priestly caste, 
brought on its head the awful river of blood of the French 
Revolution. Greece, Rome, Italy of the ancients, Spain, 
Austria, Mexico of the moderns, are priest-ridden, and as a 
result ignorance, poverty, and degradation are the outcome 
to the people. True, a certain class are refined and elevated, 
but the great masses are confined in their liberties and meth- 
ods of acquiring intelligence. Spain shows that the church, 
no matter of what denomination, will crush the intellectual 
spirit, if given a chance, 

Within its iron clasp there are hidden the iron spikes that, 
like the statue of old, will crush the spirit from man and 
leave him a hopeless intellectual wreck, whose only attribute 
is mental idiocy. But we need not leave the United States 
to find these qualities. Go to the polls on any election day 
and you can find examples. 

How many men are there to-day who cannot write their 
own ballots? One out of every seven. What is the nation- 
ality and religion of these men? From the sunny shores of 
fair Italy, and the vine-clad hills of Spain and Portugal, 
they come. And they regularly attend confession, receiving 
holy absolution at the hands of men whose only recommen- 
dation is duplicity and dishonesty. 

These are live questions, and we believe that you can giv 
them wide circulation. Thoughtful men will recognize 
these questions, and will prepare themselvs for the issue. 
“As for me I hope that when my eyes close at the sunset of 
life they may stil behold” a country free from all en- 
tangling alliances of state and church, and that the declin- 
ing years of my life may be cheered by the spectacle of a 
free flag, free religion, and free ballot, untrammeled by any 
influence of party, sect, division, or organization of men 
whose only purpose is the destruction of our liberties and 
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the enactment of laws that shall bind us in any way, shape, 
form, or manner in the exercise of the grandest privilege 
ever bestowed on the citizen of any government or state of 
ancient or modern times. JUNIUB. 


Metrosz, Mass, Nov. 30, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Occasionally I get a chance to read, and 
when I do I sometimes get suddenly enlightened. I passed 
Thanksgiving with a good Baptist sister, and between meals 
took up an ‘* Encyclopedia of Human Nature,” by Prof. A. 
E. Willis. If any of your readers hav not enjoyed it, they 
can do so and save the money from the dime museum. A 
part of it equals that institution. They, like myself, will 
become enlightened on Colonel Ingersoll and Infidels. Under 
8 poor picture of the Priest of Reason, Common Sense, and 


Truth, the professor (?) says of Ingersoll: ‘‘He is much 


better adapted for a politician than a theologian. He is 
deficient in spiritual nature, and mental imitation "—though 


he admits that the colonel ** possesses a good degree of ven- 
eration.” He enlightens us by saying that “a Christian im- 
itates and conforms to the life of Jesus Christ.” I wonder 


if it is really true that the colonel is so unregenerate that he 


would not ‘‘ imitate” the ‘‘ everlasting punishment” senti- 
ments of Jesus. Couldn’t he be persuaded to commend the 
adoring Mary, and criticise the working Martha? Could he 
not “imitate” the calling non-believers ‘ fools,” ** liars,” 


** hypocrits," etc.? Is he really so impenitent that he would 


not curse a fig-tree (an apple-tree might do) for not bearing 
fruit out of season? And if he could just sandwich ina 
little judicious damning, à la Jesus, as reported by Mark, he 
might be excused from further imitation on account of the 
deficiency of his ‘‘ spiritual nature." The professor also 


charges that the colonel “ is always willing to hav a heaven, 
but dislikes the idea of a hell,” and insists that this isa 


weakness of ** poor, selfish human nature.” How terrible this 


is, that a man is not willing to hava hell for those who 
believe differently from him, and for those who deny him. 
It is truly soul-saddening. But the professor rises to his 
grandest when he arraigns the ** Infidels.” He relates many 
incidents that are valueless, but laughable to any reasoner. 
He claims to hav ‘‘ staggered " one skeptic by finally saying 
to him: ** You are conceited, and want to bring the almighty 
down to your standard of reason and judgment.” This was 
so unanswerable and so convincing that the Infidel never 
troubled him again. I suppose the Infidel was so disgusted 
with the arrogance and conceit of the man that he despaired 
of ever teaching him how to reason and argue, and so left 
him to his faith and ignorance. I need quote but one more 


Christian gentence.from this pious brother. Listen now and 
tremble, you wretched skeptics and Infidels. He says of 


these, that ** they are God-forsaken, lawless spiritual out- 
casts, and are just as miserable as the outcasts of business 
and social society.” There! And the title-page of this 
book states that he is going to tell ‘‘ the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth,” and go there is no chance 
for anyone to think there may be a mistake. There was 
more in the same grand, logical style, from which I recov- 
ered in time enough to hav a good appetite for my Thanskgiv- 
ing supper, and to be thankful that most of the world is 
growing beyond such petty nonsense. Let us be glad that 
our Liberal papers and literature are doing such valiant 
work in spreading the gospel of Freethought, and let us all 
resolve to sustain them all we can. 

By the way, I do not want to close without making two 
more quotations. Reading an article on Switzerland and 
her ways, these sentences made me think. The writer as- 
sumes that the Swiss are the best-educated people in the 
world, and proves it in a two-column article, intensely inter- 
esting. ‘‘Compulsory education, free schools, and almost 
free text-books are fundamental principles of the Swiss 
educational system. The schools stand at the head of every- 
thing; even the army costs less than their schools do.” 
The next striking sentence is: ‘‘ The preachers hav an up- 


hill row of it, for hundreds of the Swiss teachers are Infi- 
dels.” Two and two are four in everything but theological 


arithmetic, and so we can well afford to rejoice. 
Success to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. C. FANNIE ALLYN. 


Lyons, Kaw., Nov. 25, 1890. 


Mr. Eprron: In the columns of Taz TRUTH SEEKER I 
perceive the letter in relation to Prohibition in Kansas by 


Friend Shepard, of Leavenworth, has been answered by two 


non-residents of the state, one from Massachusetts and the 


other from Texas. Both of the latter gentlemen are perhaps 
fair reasoners from their standpoint, but are lacking in stat- 
ing the solid truths as to the practical workings of Prohibi- 
tion, such as I hav experienced since Kansas started on the 
cold-water craze. Whether there is more or less liquor 
drunk in this state since the Prohibition era or not, is a ques- 


tion of some doubt, but I am strongly inclined to the belief 


(wishing to be fair) that the quantity is less. But the man- 
ner in which that less quantity is obtained is too pusillani- 
mously loathsome to state in detail, from the fact that the 
law has made moral cowards of most of the thousands who 
continue to imbibe when an opportunity presents itself. 
This sly back-alley bottle-drinking hinted at will be con- 
strued by some as one of the strongest reasons why the 
traffic should be suppressed. The same argument applies to 
the secret underground meetings of religious devotees in 
former years, who hav been hunted from cellar to garret for 
worshiping the God or Gods they believed in. Of course 
my Liberal friends will admit the injustice of persecuting 
the human family for their religious convictions, because it 
is plainly an invasion of private rights and a thrust at indi- 
vidual liberty, at the same time showing the despotism of a 
narrow-minded, illiberal majority. 

Let me ask right here whether we hav any individual 
rights. If we hav, I should be pleased to know of what 
they consis}. We are supposed to hav passed through the 


era of the Inquisition, wherein our very thoughts were an- 
alyzed and the life squeezed out of honest inquiry, and now 
at this late day Prohibition, the pretended savior, with dic- 
tatorial arrogance insists we shall return to our first love, 
water. For argument’s sake let us suppose Prohibition has 
prohibited in the United States all liquors alcoholic. Most 
Liberals, I presume, will admit that one of the worst evils 
which affüict the human family is either superstition or 
priestcraft, or both. Shall we then, believing ourselvs se- 
cure in the Knowledge of such injurious beliefs, trespass 
upon the rights of those who differ from us, and when in 
the majority prohibit religious worship, pious gatherings, 
and protracted meetings, because we think such practices 
strengthen superstition, weaken the intellect, befog the 
brain, and tend to insanity ? Rather let us follow this line 
of argument and see where it will land us. Prohibition 
of tobaeco is said to be the next move on the Prohibition 
checkerboard. Then come tea and coffee, spices, and the 
usual condiments for seasoning our food. Without going 
further you will perceive that when this much is accom- 
plished we shall hav retrograded back beyond our historical 
starting-point, when brute force and majorityism reigned 
supreme. 

A wave of superstition and intolerance seems—nay, has 
overspread a large portion of the United States. Said mal- 
ady, like the measles, being infectious must hav its run, and 
has I think about run its course. The religious craze, to- 
gether with the Prohibition racket, is somewhat on the 
wane, the Republicans of Kansas having divided and split 
up on the resubmission question and being now politically 
out in the cold. Thousands of dollars from this state were 
by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union collected and 
sent into Nebraska to swell the fanatical ranks of Prohibi- 
tion in that state; prayers were sent up; the preachers in- 
voked the aid of the most high—but God seems to hav 


turned a deaf ear to their prayers and scoffed at their pious 


offerings of gold, having showered his favors among the 
Democrats, the party who in this case are advocating indi- 
vidual liberty. And now that the mother of the God-in-the- 


Constitution party has suffered them to be snowed under, I 


hope, for the general good of sunny Kansas, they may hav a 
blissful, permanent repose. Ep. BUTLER. 


—— 


Maxanna, IrL., Nov. 11, 290. 


Mr. Eprroz : I had proposed to write an article on astron- 
omy with a view of contrasting its truths with the ignorant 
and absurd teachings of the Bible on that subject, but I am 
glad Mr. Peck has undertaken it. I suspect your printer 
has made him say ‘‘Neptune” instead of Uranus. The 
figures he givs as the diameter of the orbit of Neptune 
(3,600,000,000) are correct when applied to Uranus, while 
the diameter of the orbit of Neptune is 5,700,000,000 of miles. 
I wish Brother Peck had given his authority for the state- 
ment that the star Lyra would fil the orbit of Neptune 
(Uranus) This would require it to be billions of times 
larger than cur sun, and many thousands of times larger 
than Sirius the great Dog-star, which has been considered 
one of the largest, if not the very largest, Star belonging to 
our stellar system. Dimensions so great seem contrary to 
all known analogies, and should be supported by first-class 
proof. I wish Liberals would more generally study astron- 
omy. Except possibly geology, no science demonstrates 
the ignorance of the Bible writers so conclusivly as does 
that of astronomy. Had its truths been known to the masses 
in Bible times, our Bible would never hav been written nor 
would the Jewish and Christian religions hav humbugged 
the world. In urging that our people study astronomy, I 
do not mean that they all should master it so thoroughly as 


to be able to calculate eclipses, transits, occultations, etc., 


but they should hav a general knowledge of the real and ap- 
parent movements, dimensions, and distances of the heav- 
enly bodies, so that a glance at the stars would enable them 


to tell, approximately, the time of night at any time or place. 


This knowledge is within the reach of the ordinary student, 
and is often the source of much satisfaction. In my youth, 
and when thoroughly orthodox, it used to seem strange to 
me, in view of the comparativ insignificance of our little 
planet, that it and its inhabitants should engross and monop- 
olize the attention of the infinit creator of the universe. 
Compared with the sun, and most of the other planets of our 
Solar system, our earth is avery small affair, not much 
larger than one of the four moons of Jupiter. The Bible 
writers seem to hav been entirely ignorant of the facts of the 
case. They thought that this little planet was the grandest 
work of their God, requiring such an immense expenditure 
of energy that he became 80 weary that for a whole day he 
“ rested and was refreshed,” while the creation of the stars 


was comparativly nothing, and seemed to occupy but a few 
minutes Wednesday morning, and was deserving of only the 
brief notice contained in the words, **He made the stars 
also.” All this was done about six thousand years ago. 
Had the Bible writers understood the subject they would 
hav known, a8 we now know, that some of the stars or neb- 
ulæ visible to the naked eye are quadrillions of miles distant, 
and must hav been created at least sixty thousand years 
ago, or they would not be visible, as their light, though it 
travels more than 11,000,000 of miles in a minute, would not 
yet hav reached us. While many of the other four or five 
thousand nebula, invisible to the naked eye but revealed to 
us by our powerful modern telescopes, are vastly more dis- 
tant. So far are some of them removed that it is estimated 
that light would require millions of years to pass from them 
to us. Thig distance is 80 immense as to be about as incon- 
ceivable as infinity itself, yet were we removed to one of 
these far distant nebul, we would, no doubt, see thousands 
of other stars and nebule as far beyond them as they are dis- 
tant from us, and so on and on forever, or until lost in the 
infinit. Then, when we reflect that each of these nebule 
represents an immense stellar system containing millions of 


stars, each of which, like our sun, is probably the center of 
a planetary system like our own, the absurdity and silliness 
of the Bible and John Jasper idea, that all revolve around 
this earth, and were created to be tributaries to it, are ap- 
parent. The smallest microgcopic atom is larger, when 
compared with this earth, than this earth is when compared 
with the universe with which it is connected. Now, the 
Bible and orthodoxy teach us that the infinit God, who made 
and governs this grand aggregation of suns and systems, 
had his throne above Palestine, and so near that he could be 
seen sitting on it (1 Kings xxii; Isa. vi). On one occasion 
Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, seventy elders, and the nobles 
of the children of Israel, ‘‘ saw the God of Israel” (Ex. 
xxiv). These, and many other similar statements, Chris- 
tians believe, notwithstanding Christ positivly declares them 
all to be false, where he says, **No.man hath seen God at 
any time” (John i, 18). Think of the infinit, invisible, om- 
nipresent God, ** without bodily parts or passions,” covering ' 
Moses with his hand till he ** passed by,” then removing his 
hand and showing him his ** back parts.” Think also of the 
unchangeable God, ‘‘ without passions,” getting ‘‘ angry 
every day,” swearing in his wrath against his weak, erring 


creatures, vexing them in his sore displeasure, or ‘‘ hot 
rage,” as Rouse has it, raining snares, fire, and brimstone 
and a horrible tempest on them, and then laughing at their 
calamity and mocking at their fear. Not only is he repre- 
sented as being local and limited in his presence, and pos- 
sessed of human passions, but he has bodily parts also, 
hands, feet, eyes, arms, etc. 

Neither is the conduct attributed to him consistent with 
the ‘character of a God of infinit wisdom and goodness. 
Think of an infinitly wise God puzzled with the question 
how to persuade Ahab to fight, so that he might be killed, 
and in order to get light so as to solve the mighty problem, 
calling together all the hosts of heayen, and after full dis- 
cussion adopting a course of falsehood and treachery at last 
(1 Kings xxii). Why, any of our saloon-keepers, with a 
supply of our modern “ fighting whisky," could hav solved 
the problem in a minute. In Job i, we hav another illustra- 
tion of our subject. God and his sons were holding a family 
reunion, and Satan stepped in among them. God received 
him cordially and seemed anxious to know where he had 
been and what he had been up to. And after Satan had in- 
formed him in that regard, he asked him if he was acquainted 
with his servant Job, who God said was a ‘perfect man,” 
** none like him on the earth." Satan said Job served God 
because he had made himrich. ‘ Touch all that he hath 
and he will curse thee to thy face.” God told him, ‘ All 
that he hath is in thy power," but forbade him to injure his 
person. Then follows a series of outrages scarcely paral- 
leled in bistory. All Job’s children are murdered in cold 
blood. Bandits are stirred up who murder his servants and 
carry off all his four or five thousand camels, oxen, and 
asses. An avalanche of fire from heaven burnt up his seven 
thousand sheep and their shepherds. Still Job maintained 
his integrity. Then Satan came again into God's family 
circle, and God, speaking to him of Job, said: ‘Thou 
movedst me against him to destroy him without cause!” 
Here God tells us that he had been influenced by Satan to - 
perpetrate all these cruel outrages against his best friend 
without the shadow of justification—'* without cause.” Nor 
is this all; Satan, though defeated, insists that if God 
would ‘ touch his bone and his flesh, he would curse him to 
his face.” And what did God do? Did he drive him out 
of heaven, and refuse to permit further outrages upon his 
faithful, trusting friend? Nothing of the kind. Job, in the 
days of his prosperity and power, had ‘‘fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked,” protected the stranger and the weak; 
had been “ eyes to the blind, feet to the lame,” and * made 
the widow’s heart to sing for joy." Now, by the cruel con- 
spiracy of God and Satan, he is stripped of everything, and 
reduced to penury, disgrace, and utter wretchedness. God 
sees him still true and faithful, but bowed under his load of 
unutterable sorrow—penniless, childless, forsaken, and 
broken-hearted—yet still trusting in God! In view of all 
which it would seem that even a fiend ought to be satisfied, 
and say, *It is enough.” But not so God. He says to 
Satan, Behold, he is in thy hand, but save his life—that is, 
torture him to the very verge of life, but do not kill him. 
And so they did. Thus Jehovah treated his most faithful 
and trusting friend, the best man on earth. Who can love, 
trust, honor, or worship sucha God? Such an ignorant, 
local, limited, cruel God could never hav been the author of 
this infinit universe. And had not the people been ignorant 
his worship could never hav been introduced. And I am 
sorry to say this ignorance is by no means yet banished from 
the Christian world. For example, a few years ago a min- — 
ister at New Bedford, in à sermon on astronomy, speaking 
of the immense distance of Neptune, told his congregation, 
many of whom regarded him as a prodigy of wisdom, that 
to get to that planet we would hav to pass through the Milky 
Way; while the truth is that Alpha Cyqui, believed to be the 
nearest fixed star in the Milky Way, or in the heavens, is 
seven thousand times more distant than Neptune. A few 
years ago, while conversing with a minister, one cool May 
morning, with regard to the probability of frost, he told me 
that there was no danger of frost, for the sign had been in 
the Steer in the light of the moonin April. After amoment’s 
bewilderment, I asked him if he didn’t mean Taurus the 
Bull. He said he believed some people did call him a bull, 
but he called him a steer. After a few words explanatory 
of the signs, and appropriate to his ignorance, I left him, 
thinking that if he knew no more about the “ spiritual 
things,” concerning which he preached, than he did about 
the natural sciences, he was another example of the blind 
leading the blind, and that they would soon all be in the 
ditch. I hav noticed that, generally, those persons who 
know all about God, heaven, hell, etc., know little or noth- 
ing about anything else. W. W, WALKER. 
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think if they feed me I will not hunt, when 
I would hav 80 much more strength and cour- 
age to do so if well fed. (Emphatic ayes 
from the audience.) Nothing is gained in 
that way by starving us. 'Two months ago I 
had six little babies. Oh, they were such 
beauties! One morning I was very hungry 
and went out to hunt. I succeeded, after a 
long time, in finding a small mouse and two 
grasshoppers. I then returned to my babes; 
but, alas! only one remained tome. Know- 
ing that people often kill all the kittens but 
one, I concluded they had killed mine, and, 
grieved as I was to lose them, I felt that per- 
hsps it was best, as I knew, with the small 
amount of game I could find, that when 
they were large enough to require food I 
could ill supply it. SoItried to be recon- 
ciled. But the worst remains to betold. I 
was hunting one day in the grass, when, 
what didI find? My little ones! All were 
dead except one, which was moaning and 
gasping in its last agonies. I talked to it, I 
lapped it, and tried to warm it with my 
body. It was too far gone to take nourish- 
ment and soon died. My babes had been 
thrown out there alive to perish by hunger 
and cold. (‘‘ Terrible!” ** Horrible!” +‘ Mon- 
strous!” was heard from every side.) 
` BUFF’S SPEECH. ` 

“ Dear Brothers and Sisters: I am owned 
by a family who are very kind to me. I am 
well fed, as you will at once perceive, and 
petted by them all. I hav the freedom of the 
house. I am extremely fond of music, and 
when my young mistress plays the piano I 
sit on top of it and listen, and when my 
young master practices on his violin I lie on 
hisshoulder. And when my big master reads 
the evening paper I curl up in his lap for a 
nice nap. My big mistress talks to me, but 
as she has a young babe she cannot hold me. 
But best of all I love mylittle mistress. Her 
name is Lily, and she has golden curls. She 
never hurts me, but hugs and kisses me, and 
holds me, and lets me lie on her dolls bed, 
and always divides with me whatever she 
has to eat. I hav no kittens, being, as you 
see, of the male half of cat, and I giv al! my 
game to Lily. Sometimes I bring her as 
many as four gophers ina day, and several 
mice, besides a rat or two, and the greatest 
trouble I hav is because she cannot eat them. 
I never catch birds, knowing she does not 
like me to do s0. How I wish youall had as 
good a home and owners as I hav.” 

TOM JAOKSON’S SPEEOR. 

* Brothers and Sistera: I was nearly but 
not quite as well treated as our Brother Buff 
for a long time. But one day a dog caught, 
and nearly shook the life out of me; indeed 
he left me for dead. I only partially recov- 
ered, and hav since been able to hunt but 
very little. Since my accident they will not 
allow me in the house, and never feed or giv 
me any attention outside. I hava lame back, 
a broken leg, and am weak, hungry, and 
miserable. Could I hav my leg bound up, 
and be fed and cared for awhile, I would 
soon recover. Right here I wish to express 
my surprise that people will keep, feed, and 
love à worthless dog, and despise and abuse 
a good cat, who, if fed and cared for, will 
hav strength and courage to hunt the vermin, 
and no desire to catch or meddle with young 
poultry, or pets. There is still another thing 
that surprises me. You know when we kill 
anything it is because we are hungry and 
need it to eat; but with a dog it looks as if 
he did so just because he liked to take life 
and it hurt him to see anything liv except 
himself and his kind. Why, I heard of a few 
dogs attacking a man in this city one evening 
when he was walking along about his busi- 
ness in a rather unfrequented street, and he 
barely escaped with his life. A dog never 
eats his game, but after depriving it of life 
leaves it and goes about in search of other 
victims. If a cat should do a few of these 
things he would be exterminated as soon as 
possible; but little is said in disparagement of 
dogs, whatever they do.” s 

f BPEEOH OF KITTY PERRY. 
“Dear Friends: My owners are all very 


Children’s Garner. 


Jdíted by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
Hiver, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night i8 beginning to lower. 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known ag the Children’s Hour.” 


The Silver Lining. 


A fisherman sat at his door one day 
Watching the clouds that, heavy and gray, 
Obscured the sunlight’s shining ; 
And he sgaid to Bright Fyes at his knee, 
** Look yonder in the west and gee 
The cloud with a silver lining.” 


< I think when our skies are cold and gray, 
3 And we vainly geek to find the way, 
: Somewhere the light is shining. 
;- If we bravely resolve to do our part, 
. And bear our griefa with a patient heart, 
And free from all repining, 


"We shall be led to a higher way, 
^ To & better work than we do to.day, 
And find love's sunlight shining ; 
For truth of spirit and strength of soul 
Will make the darkest cloud unroll, 
And show its silver lining. 


—— M 


The Cats’ Convention. 


The cats had a convention. At the risk of 
limb and life Gray Tom, or Tom Gray, made 
nocturnal visits from house to house, to no- 
tify any cat or cats belonging to it to meet on 
a certain night under a certain large barn, 
where it was impossible for a dog to creep, 
except one of very small size, which could 
easily be frightened away. 

They were at last assembled, and Tom 
Gray, mounting a small, inverted wooden 
box, which chanced, for some unknown res- 
son, to be in the center of this place, thus 
addressed them : 

‘My Brother and Sister Cats: Do you 
know that we are the most maligned, perse- 
cuted, and cruelly treated beings on this 
globe ?” 

* Meou! meou!” was the response from 
all sides, which translated would read, 
Aye! aye! 

‘“ I hav appointed this meeting for a pur- 
pose which I will make known later on. We 
are made as we are, whether good, kind, 
faithful, and trusty, or the reverse, by human 
beings. Those that make us the former 
I find to be humanitarians and reformers 
and just in all their dealings, while the latter 
are selfish, mercenary, and hav all the primi. 
tiv traits of character. We are slandered by 
them, kicked, clubbed, stoned, starved, and 
by their children pinched, choked, pulled, 
thrown, whipped, and also dogged, and 
something must be done. I propose now 
that a few, or all of us, relate a part of our 
experience, whether good or bad. Will our 
Maltese friend on my right please take the 
stand, and others follow ?" 

SPEEOH OF MALTESE. 

** Dear Brothers and Sisters: My first rec- 
ollection is of playing on a green lawn with 
my mother, after first eating a mouse which 
Ehe had brought me, when a large dog 
rushed into the yard, and almost before she 
saw him caught and killed her. The family 
rushed from the house, drove away the dog, 
and carried me in. They hav a little boy 
and girl who are very kind to me, and none 
of the family abuse me, although none of the 
others pet me. I hav only one complaint to 
make, and that is, they feed me only on 
milk. I know one can liv on milk alone, 
but, oh, how he will long for something to 
masticate! I would not mind so much if 
there was plenty of game near by, but I hav 
caughtit all; and asthe neighborhood swarms 
with destructiv dogs, it is unsafe to hunt for 
it far away. I will close by making this re- 
mark: The dog who killed my mother was 
utterly useless and worthless. He ate the 
bread and meat from the children, and 
would not even stay by to protect or play 
with them, and never guarded the premises 


by day or night. He roamed: the streets by 
day (only he was sure to be around at meal 
times), and slept in his kennel at night, while 
my mother was a worker, keeping the prem- 
ises free from vermin and even those of our 
near neighbors, and was never known to do 
mischief.” " 
KITTY MASON’S SPEECH. 


** Dear Friends: I am, as you can see by 
my looks, a cat who is never fed. My people 
hav a dog as useless as the one mentioned by 
He is fed regularly and 
abundantly, but will snap and snarl at me if 
They seem to 


our friend Maltese. 


I ask for even a mouthful. 


kind to me, although they do not pet me 
much. Rover, the dog, and I were raised 
together from a puppy and a kitten. He is 
a good dog. He guards and watches every- 
thing by day and night--the poultry, the pet 
lamb, Lulu, and myself. He will permit no 
other dog to approach me. He was taught 
to destroy nothing; and to allow nothing de. 
stroyed. Weare fed together on the same 
plate, but he knows that on account of his 
large size he eats faster and more than I do, 
and always waits for me to eat first. We 
play together and sleep together. I love him 
and he loves me.” 


TOMMY PRESTON’S SPEEOH. 

** My Friends: I was given the freedom of 
the house. I could sleep on the bed, or in 
my mistress’s work-box. I always had a 
dish of milk under the kitchen sink, and 
could lap it when Ichose. They never fed 
me other things, or petted me, and the little 
boy often handled me quite roughly, yet I 


felt that I was much better off than the gen- j. 


erality of my kind. But they moved away, 
and left me to my fate, which has been hard 
and cruel so far. ‘Take Tommy,’ said the 
little boy. ‘No,’ replied his mother, ‘ there 
are cats enough where we are going, and it 
is a bad sign to move a cat.’ I could see no 
reason or philosophy in that. Instead, 
although I am only a cat, it looked primitiv 
and barbarous, and so superstitious. As if 
it could be a bad sign to move a cat, and 
not to move & dog, parrot, or canary bird! 

**'The house was empty for a long time, and 
I used to lie on the porch and sun myself in 
the door-yard. But now there is a family 
living there who hav a bad boy and dog who 
would kill me if they could, for they hav 
tried to do so several times, and I dare not 
go there any more. Oh, it is so heartless and 
cruel to move away and leave a poor cat 
alone, unprotected, and uncared for." 

KITTY DOLEN’S SPEECH. 

“Dear Friends: The family who owns me 
(I speak of the grown members) are not un- 
kind to me, and occasionally giv ma a little 
milk or a plate of food, I suppose when they 
think of it; but, oh, the three children are 
extremely cruel tome. You notice that I am 
very small in size, a half-grown kitten, but I 
am a year old, nevertheless. The treatment 
to which I hav been subjected has kept me 
from growing larger. They fight over me, 
and I often receive the blows intended for 
each Other. One will often take me by the 
fore legs, and another wanting me at the same 
time will grab me by the hind legs and try to 
pull me away. I am frequently obliged to 
kick and scratch for my life, and run and 
hide to escape a severe whipping for doing 
so. They used to tie a string around my 
neck and pull me around by it, but a lady 
passing one day threatened to complain of 
them to the officers of the Humane Society, 
and they hav not done that since. They 
kick me, throw water on me, toss me in the 
air, and sometimes against the house. I 
might thus continue to relate my sufferings, 
but I believe I hav done so sufficiently.” 

Here a large tri-colored cat, yellow, Maltese, 
and white, accompanied by her daughter 
Pattie, a beautiful tortoise-shell, half-grown 
kitten, mounted the platform. 

PUSSY RAY'S SPEECH. 

** My Dear Brothers and Sisters: We hav a 
good home with plenty to eat, and any 
amount of petting. There is one small, white, 
curly dog who shares all with us, and we are 
great friends. He likes to chase pigs that 
are in mischief, but never ill-treats cats, be- 
cause he has been taught better. A great 
complaint I hav to make is of the worthless 
curs belonging to the neighbors coming onto 
our land when we are hunting, and chasing 
me and a few other cats and destroying our 
children, until there are not enough of us in 
number to capture the gophers, which are so 
numerous and destructiv where I liv, and our 
neighbors in consequence resort to poison. 
One of my sons has recently died a terrible 
death by eatimg one of these poisoned go- 
phers. Oh, he was so intelligent and beau- 
tiful! His brother, another bright and prom- 
ising boy, is very ill from the same cause, 
People say that dogs are more faithful to 
man than cats. I deny it emphatically. If 
cats were treated in every respect as kindly 
as dogs, they would be just as faithful. We 
will go anywhere with our mistress where it 
is safe. I hav traveled with my master, 
mistress, and young mistress three hundred 
miles, riding on the seat or back part of the 
wagon with them, thesame asthe dog. When 
the horses were unhitched at noon or night I 
would get down on the ground and hunt and 
play and hav a fine time, and when I saw the 
horses were harnessed and being hitched to 
the wagon again, and heard my young mis- 
tress say, ‘All aboard, Puss,’ I would scrab- 
ble in. Now, we only move occasionally 
Short distances, and my mistress puts me in 
the large cage with the little birds. We hav 
never moved since my children were born. 
Do you think we would catch their young 
poultry, pigeons, rabbits, white mice, or any 
of their pets? Why, my friends, I refuse to 
eat them if they get accidentally killed and 
are given to me. I once nursed a young 
rabbit with my kittens, and the two white, 
rats eat and run around with us. [From the 
audience, ‘‘ You were trained in this man- j 


ner?"] No, we were never even told not to 
touch them. We knew they were pets the 
same as ourselvs, and how could we wish to 
destroy what our dear master or mistress 
wish to keep? No, we like them ourselvs 
because they do, and would protect them in- 
stead.” 
TOM GRAY'S OONOLUDING SPREOR. - 

“ My Dear Friends All: I am well ac- 
quainted with Puss and Pattie’s owners. 
They hav befriended me often. They write 
for the press, and as their big mistress under- 
stands cat language, I propose that Puss re- 
late to her our experiences, which she will 
write and send to some editor for publication, 
which may be the means of helping us by caus- 
ing people to feel more kindly toward us.” 

As there was no dissenting voice to this 
proposal, Puss has done as requested. I hav 
not written half of the speeches, as I thought 
it unnecessary. I assure the editor, and 
every reader, that their stories are true. I 
know from actual observation with one ex- 
ception. I did not see the little kittens dy- 
ing and dead in the grass, but was told of the 
fact by an eye-witness. SADIE A. MaGoon. 

McCoy Station, Los Angeles, Cal. 

o 
Notes on New Books. 

“ Euripides and the Gods,” by T. Bush, is 
a reprint of an article originally appearing in 
the Zndependent Pulpit. It is a consideration 
of Greek philosophy and religion, with more 
than incidental comparisons with, and reflec- 


tions upon, Christianity. It is pleasantly 
written. Price, 10 cents. 


Those interested in the welfare of the 
Quakers, or Friends, and desirous of know- 
ing what one of them thinks to be the reason 
why the sect is declining so fast, should send 
25 cents to the Friends’ Book Association, 
15th and Race streets, Philadelphia, for ** Rit- 
ualism and Dogmatic Theology," by Thomas 
H. Speakman. The prominent idea of the 
pamphlet is that the Friends hav got too 
much theology. 

A curious view of Burns is taken by Alex- 
ander Webster in a little 75-cent book called 
“ Burns and the Kirk.” It is that Burns was 
a religious reformer, playing to Calvinism the 
part of a Luther to Gathol cism—a re-maker 
of Scottish religion, and a deeply religious 
man himself. The book is sufficiently appre- 
ciativ of Burns, but the arguments do not 
convince us that the poet was what Mr. Web- 
ster thinks him to hav been. l 


There are two good articles in the Arena 
for this month—M. J. Bavage’s ‘‘ Then. and 
Now,” showing the changes in men’s acts and 
Opinions since ante-bellum days; and Helen 
Gardener's ‘‘ Thrown in with the City Dead,” 
a description of Potter’s field on Harts island 
inthe Sound. Lyman Abbott givs his opinion 
of ** What Is Christianity," but he and John 
Calvin would decidedly disagree. 


- DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Don’t write to me when taking the first bottle 
of my MEDICAL Discovery. I know how it makes 
you feel, but it’s all right. There are certain 
cases where the Discovery takes hold sharp, but 
it is the diseased spot in you it has taken hold of, 
and that’s what you want. The Discovery has a 
searoh warrant for every humor, from backache 
to sorofula, inside and outside, and of course it 
makes a disturbance in your poor body, but the 
fight is short, you are better by the second bottle; 
if not, then tell me about it, and I will advise. I 
will, however,in the future, as iu the past, answer 
any letter from a nursing mother. 

Sincerely yours, 
DONALD KENNEDY, 
RoxBURY, Mass. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Con’rents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worsbip. Man's Mora! Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis» 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Bights of Government. Duties of Bo. 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, 10 cents. 
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l SHOWING 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs by Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 

‘present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketehes of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to “The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BENNETT. Bvo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
s: Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
“pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
. the religious systems of the world, includ- 
|. ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
‘tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
. ging fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
- By D. 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
' $5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
: $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professorof the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 


whole r «eded by the Life of Paine, and Judaism, 


a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT. AMBERLEY, son Of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; : 


The foregoing volumes are called ** The 
Truth Seeker Library.” Tf all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 


deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Biographies of A Truth Seeker 


M. Bennerr. Written in prison at | A Truth Seeker 
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The Humboldt Library of Science, 


Tn this series are well represented the writings of 
HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROCTOR; 
CLIFFORD and other leaders of thought in our 


D. M. BENNETT'5 WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Four large volumes. 


each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
eather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 

.00. 


From Behind the Bars. 


letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
bea very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. ! 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Diseussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennert and Rev. G. H. 
Homerrey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is & splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. Bennerr and Cyrus RowuLus R. 
TEED. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In | What- Objections to Christianity? 


fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1.  - 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meanin 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; Mar denies. This ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


8} An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Bein 


Standpoint. .10 cents. 


Paine the Po-cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcrss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn MARPLES. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents, __ 


3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper; 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church- incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents, 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle tc 
the Zivth Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers. 


cents. 
The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. i 
Open Letter to Samuel Colgate, 
10 cents, : 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Fully reported. fiinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 
: 16 ocat. Cana . 


Around the World. 
With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 


Darwin, SPENOFR, 


time, at50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 


follows : 


640 pages 870. and are arranged thus: 


Half seal, marble edges, $2.73 vol. 


18 vols., averaging 492 pages each, 8v0, thus: 
Cloth, extra, rad edges, $1.75 per yol m m per get. 
Lg 


Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 

Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 « 12,50 “ 

Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 ‘i 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature. Numerous ill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Lite & other Essays. 
Leetures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
8 books in 1 vol. . . . . é 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. . . . . 
WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest fing. edition, 
with additions and corrections. A : 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela 
tion to Sex_ With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised and augmunted. e 7 

Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Allen. . " . ; 
SELEOT WORES BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Vignettes from Nature; and 
Fores and Energy: A Theory of Dy- 
namics. 3 books in 1 vol. s . 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. 19illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. ~ Illustrated. 
3 books in 1 vol. . . . 5 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 
The Data of Ethics. . A. x : 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 


ical; and 
With 


T5 


. 1.00 


Progress: Its Law and Cause. 
other Disquisitions. 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Genesis of Science. 
The Factors of Organic Evolution, 
2booksinlvol . . . . . . «5 
SELECT WORKS x RICHARD A. PROCTOR, 
R.A.S. 
Light Seience for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 
laneous Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. . : - 1.50 
SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
f FORD, F.R.A.3. 
Seeing and Thinking. 
The Seientifie Basis of Morals, and 
othar Esgave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phv of the Pare Scievcer. N 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. . . N . 1.25 
SELECT WORKS OF ED W. CLODD, F.R A.B. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
the Childhood of the World. 
2 books in 1 vol. wo! rcp avgllE 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
The Diseases of the V ill. 
The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. é © 
THE MILKY WAY. 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 idus. 
By Camille Fiammarion. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. - 
Katey Miller, M A. : 
The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL.D. 
8 books in 1 vol. . " 4 . 
POLITICAL SOIENCE. 
Physies and Polities. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
_ author of The Eng. Constitution," and 
History of the Science of Politics. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 
The History of {andholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F.H. H.8.;and 
Historical Sketch of the wistribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lioyd Birbeck, M.A, 2 booksin 1 vol. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and « 

The Essential Nature of Religion. By 

„J. Allanson Picton. 2bookainivol.  . 
Science and Crime; and 

Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F.R.B.E. 

2 books in 1 vol. 0. 72 5. 5 
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We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 


OLD SryrL&.—In thia style the volumes average 


Vol. I. Nos. 1-13. ; Vol. VI. Nos. 60-70. 
M" II. “ 18-24 “o VIT. * — 71-80. 
“o II. *" Q:-s6.| ** VIII. “ 81-91. 
e IV. * 37 48 s IX. * 91-108, 
s V. * 49-59. | + X. a 104-111. 
Cloth, plain edge:, $2 vol. (separately or in sets.) 


i (£n sets only.) 
New Srvrx.—Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussious in Science; and 
Seieutifle Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W.M. Williams, F.C.8. 
2booksinlvol . . . "AN 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Midd'e A ges. 
By J. F. O. Hecker, M D, 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon. 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 


Animals, Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
a ature Under the 


id 
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1ye Great Monarchies,” eto. . . . 
Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthro. 
pology and the History of Religion, By 
ritz Sohvltze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald, M A. > 
Money andthe Mechanism of Exchange, 
By W. Sianley Jevons, M.A., E.R.S., Pro- 
fessor of Logio and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. Manchester. — .  . 
Qn the Study of Words, By Richar 
Ohenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
ubin, . . . . . . D . 
The Dawn of History : An Introduction 
to Pre.Historio Study, Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketehes at Home and 
Abroad, By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F.R.8 , Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 
Illusions; A Psychological Study. By 
James Sully, Author of Sensation and 
Intuition,” ** Pessimism,” eto. . s . 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and IT.) 
Bv Sir John Lubbock, Bart, 2parts in 1. 
English Past and Present. (Parts I. 
and II.) By Richard Chenevix Trench. 
2 parts in 1, Completes |. e . . 
The Story of Creation, A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R. A.8. 
Over 8) Illus. . . . ' 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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IRON-0LAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 6 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
Underwood. ......es.eossenrenonrersenennesee e 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F, Harrison... . e 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...ussecees 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume.....;..... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh.,...... eee ettet 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 6 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... . 6 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 65 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts..... 6 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 6 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress, Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts.........s. 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 6 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
versg? Austin Holyoake....... e D. 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas, Watts... 6 
3L Has Man a Soul? Chas, Bradlaugh........ 5 


38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... b 
39 Labors Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh ....... D 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 10 
42 Science and' Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 6 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 


AT Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 6 


MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “ God's chosen.”...... 6 


3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without AnswerS.....ecccree 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. .............. es. 10 

% Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christiun....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
© OAK. cere eee eese to tm ese thhsm teresa n b 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil......... 5b 
11 New Life of Jacob...-.....eee eene © 6 
12 Daniel, tho Dreamet. Austin Holyoake... 10 


13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 6 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 6 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh.... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradle7gh... 6 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per oz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$6 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $6. 


Truth Seeker Tracia, 


Norm.—Theso tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu. 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and. when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
etc, Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only, Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett....... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


85 Moving the Ark. Bennett. ......... Lecce 
31 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z..... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam.......... 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulityof the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. X. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipoers............. 
64 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. | Underwood............. see 
62 The Jews and their God.......... vee 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2. Rov.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets. No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J.S. Lyon........ 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. Jolin Syphers................ 
14 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett.. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. 
6 Reply to E, F. Brown. Bennett... . 
tT The Fearof Death, D. M. Bennett.......... 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Rovivalism Examined. Dr.A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson.......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates........... 
91 OurIdeasofGod. B.E. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.. 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker............. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
202 The Old Religion and New.  Bell.......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 1 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown...*........... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
113 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage......... : 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.................. 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? | S. E. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett.. 
11% Constantinethe Great. Prestor.. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard........ 34 
120 The New Age. W. 8. Bell..........«...--. 
7) w 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘‘ Ob- 
BCLVOD oc.sccesccnseeceescencans EER 10 


524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. ......... .. 19 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann........... 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
Gerwood.............s. enn T— 10 
130 Tho Ethics of Religion. Clifford... 5 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........... 5 
137 Christian Love. ©. L. James........ wee B 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper.......... 2 
140 Astro-Theology ........ eee 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher................-. 2 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.......... 26 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins............... 2 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 2 
749 Age of Shams. ....... eren 3 


146 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin... 10 

150 The Liberty of Printiug. Hurlbut aud 
Wakemans ...........- TEE . 10 


151 What isthe Bible? M. W. II............. 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. 5 
265 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer.. 2 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 2 
259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... b 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman........... . 8 
161 Protestant Persecutions. ............ ee e. e 3 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett... ... Lesen 1 


164 BibleImpeached. OChapman................ 2 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Else 
burg, M.Dirscorrscccssscseeevscsessesses soos & 

2 Evolution: Homoge-£ous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood............. esee 3 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 6 
5 Responsibility of8ex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 8 
2 
3 
2 


6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
1 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.. " 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fisko.......... 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures...... eee eese eee tenens LG 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 16 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M.D.............. AN 
. 48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Bymposium............. aterese LO 
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LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 


THE WORLD. | 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . . 


DURING TEA YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Originai 
l Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: s 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
` R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

‘THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
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C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. , 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 

. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 


JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 
SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S ‘Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. en 
The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, .and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecelesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

if you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. 


It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New Yorz. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


ås to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., -  - 75 Cents. 


SE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


Preface by R., G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother Who were left parent- 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going O0 Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativis,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand-experience in the city of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he ON 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
aid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
oughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


_ CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under Protest. | 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell's Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
*88 Lafayette P1.. New York. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume. 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 95 cents. Address this office. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 


With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WETTSTEIN'S 


WORLD-RENOWAED WATCHES, 


. Best grades American Stem-winders : Tn gilver- 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11jawels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 Ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In vest filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50: do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2280; $23: $24; $30. 
Ladies’, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18 50; 15 jewels, $5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model ‘Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $8 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. «li such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refundedif not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 


Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious | h. 


cases. Watches cleaned, dest work, $1; springs, 
$1, otc., and returned free. ! 


ESTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 
GENTS make {00 PER CENT, profit, on my Corse, 


Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties. Samples 
FREE. Write now. Dr, Bridgman, 373 Broadway, N. Y. 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his ** Private Counselor ”—a Valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It setsforth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE: as itmatters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its Cost, and should be in the hands of 
those Seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland; N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 


Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and & generous patron of the Freethought 
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Liberal GPleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


E 
The manhattan Liberal Ciub, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Gor- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 

iberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
Bt» Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discua- 
gions on all important secular subjects. Pros- 

ident, Henry Bp; Secretary, OoRA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion : 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 8P.M.,6every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meots every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 

ood BiS. at 2:30and 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsaiwayson handatcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, 0., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizar Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH BxExER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Sec. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood oi Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ea., 

Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 

ball at 2:30 P.w. All Liberals are cordially in- 

vited. F, V. DRAPER, Cor. Seo. 4 


"The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., &t 412 Nicollet 


ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis 
Minn. J .F.MAcoMBER,Pres.; LEROY "BERRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
lynn Block, S.E corner ’th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal jiterature distrib- 
uted free, FRANK MonsE, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Or Los, Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

Hal. Everybodv invited. Mes. R. M. BERRA, 

Pres.; J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Reo. Sec. : 


The Walla Waila Lib. ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 
al, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty.” D.E. Brick, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES Sxxa, Sec. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 

ondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
Wor B. ANDRES, Beoretary. 


TRY-SQUARE: 


OB 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncie Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cien$ narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 


press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
hig progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethoughi. 


to his mind. 
For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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the House. 

"PaxMIER Crispi says that the government 
has conquered for ltaly & peace among the 
nations, and has accomplished many internal 
reforms, and it now devolves upon the people 
to pronounce their verdict on this course. 


BuswmEss associations 


THE, TRỌTH SEEKER, DECEMBER, 


Gems of Thought. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS|WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 


"imi i ‘nal. . AND REFORMERS. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. Biographies of 400 of tho Leading Philosophers, 


i 


Givs a. Full. Account of.ail the Gods, in-|- ors. Skoptios, Innovators, Fi : E 
atan, the : Holy. Ghost, New Sohools of. Thought, fore, ounders © 3 To the Btates or any one of them, or any city: 


Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible." 


$9 8S5Dp." Vo. . ists, eto. (who were not Christians), 


from the time of Menu to the pres- 
enit. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOT., g- e., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


of the States, Resist much, obey little, 
Once unquestioning obedience, once fully en- 
slaved, : 
Once fully enslaved, no nation, state, city of 
this earth, ever afterward resumes its 
liberty. — Walt Whitman. 


WHat we want to-day 


TOCCO, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ask the establishment of 


is what our fathers wrote 


one-cent postage. 


down. They did not at- 


Sranzzy is lecturing in 
America, and has been 
entertained at the White 
House. 


-Tur plea of New York 
city for a census recount 
is before a House com- 
mittee. 


A PAN-REPUBLIO CON- 
gress, in which all the 
republics of the world 
shall be represented, is 
talked of. | 


Tue bill for federal 
supervision of national 
elections, called the 
“Force” bill, is again 
up in Congress. 


Tur pope will create a 
commission of cardinals 
of all nationalities to in- 
vestigate the Socialist 


tain to their ideal; we 
approach it nearer, but 
hav not reached it yet. 
-We want, not only the 
independence of a state, 
` not only the independ- 
ence of a nation, but 
something far more glo- 
rious—the absolute inde- 
pendence of the individ- 
ual.—JZngersoll. 


Giv me matter and 
motion, and out of them 
I will build the universe. 
— Descartes, 


Giv me matter, I will 
show you how a world 
shall be evolved thence. 
— Kant. 


Ir is quite intelligible 
that those who believe 
in a vengeful God, and 
an everlasting hell, 
should tremble on “the 


problem and advise the 


brink of eternity ;” and 


course to be taken. 


Av Dallas, Tex., Wm. 
Miller, who had come 
and set up there as a 
preacher, was arrested at 
the end of a sermon and 
taken to the Indian Ter- 
ritory for horse-atealing. 


it is natural that they 
should ascribe to others 
the same trepidation.— 
G. W. Foote. 


THE Christian religion 
fails to produce the re- 
sults claimed for it. An 


PARNELL'S adultery 


intelligent physician 
states that he has wit- 


with Mrs. O'Shea is 

causing the rejection of 

him as a leader by a sec- 

tion of the Irish parlia- 

mentary party, who hav 

chosen Justin McCarthy 
. instead. 


Tux emperor of Germany ordered prayers 
in the churches, beginning on the 8th, for 
the safe accouchement of the empress Au- 
gusta, which is expected in January. . 


Lasr Sunday Rev. Lester Dorman died 
suddenly in Holy Trinity church, Brooklyn, 
just before services; and in the Warren 
street Methodist church, of the same city, 
Trustee Wm. Perry fell dead while in the act 
of “ giving testimony." 


Emperor WILLIAM of Germany in a speech 
on the 4th condemned classical education 
and said that the youth must break with the 
medieval and monkish habit of mumbling 
away at Latin and Greek, and turn to modern 
and useful things. He also complained that 
certain physical ills, especially shortsighted- 
ness, are increasing alarmingly owing to long 
hours and bad ventilation in school-rooms. 


AT the election in Spokane county, Wash., 
November 4th, the United Labor party 
elected a superior judge, county auditor, and 
two county commissioners. Another of its 
candidates, for county commissioner, has 
entered a contest alleging miscount, and the 
party hopes to hav him in too. The remark- 
ableness of the case is that the party was 
organized only about four weeks before the 
election. 


Proressok Koon will decline the proposed 
national testimonial in the form of money. 
Esteem of his lymph is declining. The 
violence of its effects on the system has 
caused several deaths, while it has performed 
only one undoubted cure, which was of 
lupus. Medical men now think it good in 
lupus, doubtful in bone diseases, and, as far 
as proved, of no efficacy in consumption. 
Nevertheless, consumptivs still flock to 
Berlin. 


Very large supplies of troops and fire- 
arms hav been given the endangered Indian 
country. Buffalo Bill who has been dis- 
patcbed there, says the Indians hav been 
forced into insubordination by robbery and 
starvation, for which the agents are guilty. 
He does not look for an outbreak soon, but 
thinks the military will hav to be kept in 
strength till the religious craze subsides, or 
in the spring there wiil be depredations likely 
to breed war. 


Tur p:esident's message recommends the 
passage of a law instituting federal super- 
vision of elections. On the Mormon church 
the message says: '*'The fact should not be 
overlooked that the doctrin or belief of the 
church that polygamous marriages are right- 
ful and supported by divine revelation re- 
mains unchanged. President Woodruff does 
not renounce the doctrin, but refrains from 
teaching it, and advises against the practice 
of it because the law is against it.” 


a 


nesged more fear of death 
and more distress upon 
the death-bed among 
Christians than among 
unbelievers. He says he 
has never witnessed a 
painful death of an un- 
: believer. His explana- 
tion is that Christians contemplate the end of 
life and a future state more frequently, and 
the proofs are not strong enough to allay the 
tears that thése meditations arouge. “Every- 
one can recall aged ‘‘ saints who hav lived 
excellent lives and hav always been devout 
and prayerful, yet who close their lives in 
gloom and despondency. . . . The Ra- 
tionalist has superior grounds for a glad and 
hopeful spirit.— Adams. 


BATHSHEBA MOURNETH. 
And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.—2 Sam. xi, 26. 


YOUR SON, MY LORDS)Liberty in Literature, 


8 THIS YOUR SON, MY L 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


“ The shame itself doth call for énstant 
remedy.” InpEsTRUOTIBILITY Of force, indestructibil- 

ity of matter, ceaseless change of motion, 

work, and velocity—such is the general result 


of our present physical science.—Buchner. 


. Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on} lished at this office. 


per, 30 ee GIRARD'S WILL 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 
Girard College Theology. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
AN EXPOSE 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
What Would Follow 
th rgi f Stephen Girard’ 
os tiene Sempron, 
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Effacement of Christianity? st to Philadelphia by the Oni 

Ohristian Associa- 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. tion. 
By Brox. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., f 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. | Price $1. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
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LikE as the waves make toward the pebbled 
shore, 
So do our minutes hasten to their end; 
Each changing place with that which goes 
before, 
In sequent toil all forwards do contend. 
Nativity, once in the main of light, 
Crawls to maturity, wherewith being crowned, 
| Crooked eclipses 'gainst his glory fight, 
And Time, that gave, doth now his gift 
confound. 
Time doth transfix the flourish set on youth, 
And delves the parallels in beauty’s brow, 
Feeds on the rarities of nature’s truth, 
And nothing stands but for his scythe to 
mow. —Shakspere. 


. e 
To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission : 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Ohiesgo, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publie on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons : 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
regort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom ean visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not ean otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 
oe, zt will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 

ipts. : 

: 6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change ita character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World’s Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 


individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


Name. | Town. | State. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 
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7 THE FEMALES 
OF THIS GENUS, LOVE TO 
DRESS UP IN MONKEY DUDS 
AND MASQUERADE XS 
NUNS, SISTERS OF CHARITY, 
NURSES, VIRGINS, ETC. 
THEY ARE NOTED FOR THEIR 
FANATICAL AND SLAVISH 
OBEDIENCE TO THEIR  — 
OWNER, LEO xil. -— 
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AN ITALIAN ORGAN-GRI 


THESE ANIMALS 

HAVE BEEN IMPORTED FROM 
THEIR NATIVE BOGS OF ERIN. 
| IN NEW YORK CITY, CHICAGO, 
| AND OTHER PLACES, THEY ARE 
$0 NUMEROUS AND MEDDLESOME 
{ THAT LIKE THE - 
ll SACRED MONKEYS oF INDIA, 
" THEY HAVE BECOME Xx COMMON 
NUISANCE. THEY ARE GREGARI- 
| OUS AND QUARRELSOME IN 

THEIR HABITS, AND ARE CLEVER: 
l| CARICATURES ON HUMAN BEINGS. 


|| THEY ARE THE PRIVATE PROPERTY 
|| OF MIR. PECCi. agg ^ 
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Jales and Clippings. 


Four thousand “ cheap manuscript sger- 
mons” are advertised in a London journal. 
Over here, says the World, cheap sermons 
superabound. 


Tas Russian government has forbidden 
the newspapers to publish a petition drawn 
up by the Jews asking that they be placed on 
&'civil equality with other classes in Russia. 
An edict of the ministry of lands directs that 
no work in connection with the government 
shall be given to Jews outside of the territo- 
rial limits assigned to them. 


Tus- Hebrew Standard says: ‘‘ Nehemiah 
essayed to stop traffic and trading on the 
Sabbath, and with a marked degree of suc- 
cess. If some modern Nehemiah would call 
upon our thoughtless Jewish ladies and point 
out to them the inconsistency of Sabbath 
shopping, the community would be benefited 
by it.” How like the talk of the Christian 
Sabbath Union this sounds, and yet the 
Standard means Baturday. 


Tus religious Kansas City Star says that 
every convict in the state penitentiary is fur- 
nished with a Bible and they are always found 
to, be in an excellent state of preservation. 
The Kansas Blade suggests that they be fur- 
nished each a copy of the ‘‘ Arabian Nights,” 
and at the end of the year see which givs evi- 
dence of the most use. Both are ancient 

` books and abound in marvelous tales. The 
Star says the convicts don't care ** much for 
the revealed word,” but devour everything in 
the newspapers, even to the advertisments. 


n 


THE newspapers of Constantinople an- 
nounce that the government intends to send 
Mohammedan missionaries into the Turkish 
possessions in Africa with the purpose of 
preserving the followers of the prophet from 
the seductions of European missionaries, who 
hav gone into those parts to spread the Cath- 
olic faith. The propagandists will giv & very 
practical direction to their enterprise, and, 
besides inculcating the true faith, will found 
many schools and establish asylums where 
the poor may get shelter and food without 
pay. 

Ox a recent Sunday evening a prominent 
Sabbath Union orator was holding forth toa 
small audience in a church in this city; on 
the opposit corner Gilmore's band was dis- 
coursing sweet music to a crowded house. 
The situation was not to the orator's liking, 
and, in the bitterness of his soul, casting a 
sad look upon his handful of hearers, he re- 
marked, ** If you would close up that syna- 
gog of Satan over there, you would hav more 
people in here.” And that desire--the wish 
to fill the churches—says the American Sen. 
tinel, accounts for the milk in the American 
Sabbath Union cocoanut. 


Our brethren outside the fold, says the 
Catholic Review, meaning the Protestants, hav 
a hard time with the separation of church 
and state. With the right hand they are 
doing allin their power to sustain their own 
privileges in all public institutions, and with 
the left they are doing their utmost to pull 
these privileges down. The recent school 
conference in New York illustrates this point 
admirably. It declared for an utter divorce 
of church and state one moment, and the next 
it praised this state for its teaching of Chris- 


tian morals and its maintenance of religious 
exercises. We must ask the members of the 
conference what consistency lies in their 
position. 


A CORRESPONDENT sends the Christian Reg- 
ster the following incident: Mrs. A. and her 
five-year-old daughter recently had a Jewish 
neighbor die, leaving a pretty boy-baby or- 
phan dependent on public sympathy. His 
condition appealed very strongly to little Miss 
A., and she tried to convince her mother of 
the advantages it would be to the baby to 
hav them for mother and sister. Mrs. A., 
with the idea of settling the matter, saíd, 
** But, Mabel, he isa Jew; and you wouldn't 
hav a Jew for a brother, would you?" 
Mabel thought for a moment and then said, 
* No, mamma; but couldn't you spank 
him and make him believe in Christ?” 
This little girl, says the Register, was simply 
putting into childish phrase the spirit and 
method of coercion illustrated again and 
again in the history of the Christian church. 


Ata recent teacher'sinstitute in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., the subject of religion in the public 
schools was discussed. ** Dr. Noss,” says 
the Pittsburgh Dispatch, ** paid a high tribute 
to the German system, which he said culti- 
vated the pupils thioking powers, physical 
powers, and moral powers. He did not 
think that the Protestant teachers should be 
greatly offended when their Catholic contem- 
poraries speak of the godlessners of the public 
schools. He was of the opinion that religion 
should go hand in hand with secular training, 
and that the result would be that the moral’ 
education of children would be greatly fur- 
thered.” Superintendent Luckey took issue 


with Dr. Noss in regard to religion in the 
schools. He said that if intense religious in- 


| struction would produce a nation of Infidels 


like the Germans, he did not want religious 
instruction in American schools. It was im- 
possible, he said, to giv secular and religious 
instruction in the public schools. 


Tus San Francisco Argonaut says: ‘‘ Thos. 
O'Brien, an Irish Roman Catholic, was 
elected over A. B. Maguire, an Irish Roman 
Catholic, for tax.collector, because he was 
loyal and sends his children to the public 
scboo's, while his opponent is credited with 
being & Jesuit, and the Jesuit branch of the 
church was playing its tricks with a stiletto 
and by stabbiog with secret circulars. John 
Swett was elected over his opponent, J. C. 
Ruddock, by over seven thousand majority 


for superintendent of schools in San Frar- 
cieco; both being capable. ‘Swett was. New 
England born, and favored free, non-sectarian 
schools Ruddock was of Irish extraction 


„and a member of the papal church. A Mr. 


James W. Anderson was nominated by the 
Republican convention for state superintend- 
ent of schools; the Democracy nominated a 
Mr. Henry C. Hall, formerly of Virginia. 
He favored parochial schools, because he had 
become a convert to the church of Rome. 
Anderson was a Protestant and from the 
North, and he was elected by a decisiv and 
overwhelming majority. The issue was the 
public school question, and Rome was beaten. 
Not one of the twelve school directors of the 
city and county of San Francisco is a Roman- 
ist, and there could not hav been elected a 
single member of the board of education if he 
had been suspected of loyalty to the pope of 
Rome." 
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Communications. 


Christianity Before the Court.—€ontinued. : 

; In Europe while the church ruled the roads were 
infested with thieves and robbers, and oftentimes the 
victim was made to say his prayers before having his 
throat cut, in order to hev him die like a Christian. 
Mexico, South America, and some other countries 
are little better to-day. The cross marked every 
church and grave and house, and nearly every gar- 
ment worn by the people. Such was the result of 
the God majority in Europe for more than a thou- 
sand years. 

How did this majority work in our own country? 
In 1620 & company landed on oar eastern shore who 
had left home and friends and country to encounter 
a rigorous climate, an unbroken forest, wild beasts, 
and savages, for the privilege of worshiping God ac- 


ecrding to the dictates of conscience. They believed. 


God was on their side, and that whichever side God 
was on constituted a majority. If there ever was a 
people whom we should expect to be tolerant, con- 
siderate, magnanimous, and humane, who would deal 
out equal justice and be governed by the strictest 
moral code, and regard every human being as a 
brother, and grant to every man the fullest freedom, 
it would be the Pilgrim fathers, as they were called, 
driven to these inhospitable shores, as they claimed, 
for the purpose of enjoying full and perfect freedom. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the rules for the gov- 
ernment of their society were taken almost exolusivly 
from the Bible, and notwithstanding the fact that 
they looked to God for counsel and believed that he 
sanctioned every act, they were the most bigoted, 
intolerant, and tyrannical people in the world, and 
committed some of the most brutal acts recorded on 
the page of history. They whipped women and 
dragged them through the streets at the tail end of 
carts. They hanged helpless old women as witches. 
They banished Quakere, who found more hospitable 
quarters among savages than among Ohristians. 
They imprisoned men and women for not attending 
church on Sunday. Their punishment for differing 
from them in religious opinions was barbarous and 
. cruel. In some states their inhuman penalties are 
still standing upon the statute books—such as brand- 
_ ing, cropping of ears, slitting of noses, boring the 
tongue with a hot iron, ete. These terrible penalties 
were inflicted for such offenses as ridiculing the 
Bible, denying the holy trinity or the existence of 


God. And for a repetition of some of those offenses. 


the death penalty was inflicted. 

Did Infidels ever behave worse than that? Such 
hav been the consequences of Christian fanaticism 
and cruelty when God has been on the side of Chris- 
tians. Oh, there is nothing so much to be dreaded 
as this God majority and Ohristian cruelty ! 

To-day, November 19th, while I am writing this 
article on my knee, I am passing my seventy-firat 
mile-post. At the best I hav only a few years longer 
to stay. Will some young Liberal pledge himself to 
take my place when I am gone? And will all young 
Liberals remember these facts as I hav related them ? 
And when some ignorant or lying minister—as one 
has recently done in Naples—stands up and tells the 

‘people that Ohristianity has produced all the great 
men and built all the institutions of learning, and 
carried with it the highest civilization wherever it 
has been introduced, refer him to these facts, and 
tell him they are interwoven into the history of the 
country and cannot be denied. If he is too ignorant 
to know these facts, he is too ignorant to be a 
teacher. If he is dishonest enough to cover them 
up, let him meet that scorn and contempt which 
he so justly deserves. 

. l refer to these matters not because I wish to 
injure the feelings of Ohristians, but because the 
truth ought to be known. When the people are 
‘more generally informed in regard to these facts, the 
‘theological stool-pigeons will no longer be able to 
lure the masses into their ecclesiastical gull traps. 

The people are generally made to believe that the 
Ohristian religion exerts a healthy moral influence 
‘wherever taught. 

This I deem a false impression, and the people 
ought to be disabused in regard to the matter. 
Christianity has not been the promoter of good 
morals in many countries where it bears sway— 
notably in Russia, Abyssinia, Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
Mexico, and South America. MZ 

Neither is it true, as sometimes stated, that all 
great and good men hav been Christians. In the 
arts and sciences, in literature and morals, as great 
and good men hav been produced outside of Chris- 
tianity as Christianity could ever boast of. Has 
Ohristianity ever produced greater philosophers or 
more moral men than Plato and Socrates? Has it 
ever produced a greater or wiser lawgiver than 
Solon? A greater orator than Demosthenes? A 
greater general than Alexander the Great? Greater 
poets than Euripides, Sophocles, Virgil, and Homer? 
And it is claimed by many that the ancient painters 

and sculptors hav never been equaled up to the 
present time. 
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Yet these were all. pagans, and lived long before 
the Christian religion was introduced, and could not 
therefore owe either their greatness or goodness to 
the influence of its teaching. . — Cet es 

If these great and good men could be produced 
independently of the Christian religion, can it be 
said that the great and good men of our own time 
are the outgrowth of that religion? When such 


| men as. Ingersoll, Draper, Oswald, Proctor, Huxiey, 


Jefferson, Keats, Shelley, and scores of others, 
stand in the front ranks of poets, orators, historians, 
statesmen, and scientists, and stand before the 
world with characters as pure as snow, does it look 
as if that particular system of religion was necessary 
to produce great and good men? 

The truth is that great and good men are not now, 
and never hav been, the outgrowth of, or psculiar to, 
any system. of supernatural religion. It depends on 
the degree of civilization, and that upon the climate, 
the soil, and environment, and not upon any system 
of religion. 
` When the heat was on for the acquisition cf Cuba, 
& member of Congress asked Mr. Ingersoll what he 
thought about obtaining Cuba. ‘ We don’t want it,” 
promptly replied the colonel. “ Why,” said the Oon- 
gressman, “it has one of the finest climates ever 
spread out under heaven, and the most productiv 
soil of any country on earth ; why don’t we want it?” 
* TII tell you,” said the colonel. ‘You may take 
twenty sons of professors in colleges, and twenty 
sons of ministers, and send them over there, and the 
second generation will be found riding on mules 
with hay halters, barefoot, their hair sticking out of 
the crowns of their hats, with a rooster under each 
arm, going to a cock fight. It is not a good place to 
raise first-class American citizens. I tell you, sir, 
we don’t want it.” With the soil, the climate, and 
surroundings there is probably no system of religion 
in the world which would prevent that result. He 
further said that this world was better adapted to 
fish culture than man culture—that there was only a 
narrow belt around the earth which produces first- 
class men; and that ia true in spite of all religions. 

And this is just how Christianity holds its grip on 
the people. There are thousands who pay pew-rent 
and uphold the ministers who take no stock in their 
platitud se, yet encourage the wife and the children to 
attend church, because after all they think it exerts 
a moral influence, or in any event can do no harm. 
But deception never did and never can promote good 
morals; the ministers who teach it fall into more pit- 
holes than any other class of men according to their 
numbers. 

Christians claim that all our ideas of morality are 
derived from the Bible, and that they can come from 
no other source. Here is where Christianity and 
Liberalism part company. Let us quote a few lessons 
from this great fountain-head of morality, and see if 
the practice of the commandments would tend to 
elevats the people to a high plane of morality. 

“Ye shail eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh 
of your daughters” (Lev. xxvi, 29). 

* Thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the 
Fo of thy sons and thy daughters" (Deut. xxviii, 

‘The fathers shall eat the sons, and the sons shall 
eat the fathers” (Ezek. v, 19). . 

“I will cause them to eat, every one the flash of his 
friend” (Jer. xix, 9) 

Now,I ask those who support the ministers and 
pay pew rent, and send their children to church for 
the good influence, if they want ‘their children 
turned into cannibals. 

Iam aware that this kind of morality will never be 
taught in the church. Indeed, the utmost care will be 
taken to keep the attention of the people away from 
the filth and barbarity of much of the Bible. But it 
is there, and it would be ruinous to the church for 
the people at large to know all the abominations 
which the holy cess-pool contains. Does the story of 
David and Bathsheba contain a good moral lesson for 
the young? Does the story in which Lot is repre- 
sented as being warned by divine interposition to fise 
from the destruction of the city of the plains and as 
becoming at once the father and the grandfather of 
his daughters’ children, prove bracing to good mor- 
als? Does the privilege granted in the Bible of sell- 
ing tainted meats hav a tendency to make men 
honest in their dealings? Does the story of drunken 
old Noah induce men to practice temperate habits? 

The attention of a Christian was called to some of 
these passages not long ago and he denied that any 
such stuff could be found in the Bible. When the 
passages were read to him he became furious, and 
said if he had such a Bible he would burn it. And 
I agree with him ; such teaching ought to be burnt 
out or kicked out. It is a disgrace to the civilization 
of the nineteenth century. To teach that such 
loathsome savagery is the word of God is to spit in 
the face of common sense, and outrage the soul of 
decency. 

Teaching the people to hav faith in an old book 
filled with absurdity and obscenity, and in a system 
of revealed religion, instead of teaching the princi- 
ples of a lofty manhood, fills the world with unscru- 
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pulous hypocrits, and makes them liv out an ugly lie 
every day of their lives. Ua 

- There is a protracted meeting now in full. blast in 
Naples. The minds of many are worked up to a 


white heat. By command of the church all places of 


business are closed after 7.30 o’clock every evening. 
All the windows are placarded to that effect. One 
man who has crawled on his belly and licked up the 
ecclesiastical spittle, said they might “fife and whistle, 
but it did not prove their stuff to be true.” 

Another man who has had much to say about the 
bad influence which my teaching exerts in society, 
and sings in the choir and sits with bowed head and 
looks very sanctimonious, went home the other day 
and told a particular friend that he did not believe 
a “damned word of it." And that is what this re- 
ligious teaching does for men; it makes them very 
dishonest, and induces them to make pretenses be- 
fore the world which they abhor in their souls. It . 
does not promote morality, it does not make people 
better. Its tendency is directly in the opposit direc- 
tion, and I go on to prove it. ts 

Everyone knows that no outspoken Infidel could 
be elected to any important office in the United 
States. All the successful politicians are impliedly 
Ohristians. Every four years vast sums of money ` 
are raised to carry on the political campaigns. 
Wanamoocker gave $10,000 to go into the corruption 
funds when Harrison was elected. The Democrats 
applied all the money they could raise for a similar 
purpose. It is an open secret that this money is 
used to buy votes, and win in the political contest 
by any means foul or fair. 

Ingalls is a great politician and a great Obristian. 
He said the Sermon on the Mount, and the decalog, 
had nothing to do in politics. In a speech at To- 
peka he said : “ The old Romans had a saying, ‘Money 
does not stink however acquired.’ ‘ Votes do not 
smell badly after they are cast and counted,’ no 
matter how procured. Numbers, not quality, ob- 
tain the certificate of election.” Here is set forth 
the honesty of a great Obristian. 

Neal Dow said that politicians would lie, cheat, 
perjure themselvs, -bribe voters, miscount voter, 
stuff ballot-boxes, falsify voting lists, or any other 
thing which they think advantageous to their party. 
And he does not forget to ssy that many of them 
are church members in good standing. Such is a 
fair specimen of church influence and church morals. 

From the politician to the criminal the transition 
is easy and natural Both furnish lessons of instruc- 
tion. All who read the papers know that nearly 
everyone who takes the rope route to escape the 
evils of this world is attended by a priest or minister 
or spiritual advieer, and Christ and God and heaven 
are his last words before starting for his celestial 
home. ; 

Guiteau, the murderer of Garfield, sung and 
talked about heaven while standing on the gallows. 
Otto, who murdered his wife and was hanged in 
Buffalo, regretted that his wife had died unrepent- 
ant, and could never meet him in heaven, where he 
should quickly appear. 

Herri, an Italian who has paid much attention 
to crimes and criminals, says that crime is closely 
related with religion or superstition. Among two 
hundred murderers he did not find one who was 
irreligious. 

Cassenova, himself a great criminal, says all 
those who liv by unlawful means confide in the 
help of God. 

In the city of Naples there are sixteen murder- 
ers to every one hundred thousand inhabitants. 
Naples is one of the most religious cities in Europe. 

“No other city,” says Oaropalo, who has made: 
special study of the Neapolitan criminal; “is so 
close an observer of the practices of the church. 
But the murderer, still stained with the blood he 
has just shed, devoutly fasts, even while he is 
meditating a fresh assassination. The vilest woman 
places the image of the Virgin near: her bed and 
devoutly prays before it.” 

Oat of five hundred criminals Marro found forty- 
six per cent regular attendants at church. A man 
imprisoned for rape reprimanded the prisoners when 
he heard them use irreverent language. “Ido not 
imitate them,” said he; “ morning and evening I say 
my prayers.” In one prison a convict turned evan- 
gelist and held regular services every day, and seemed 
just as enthusiastic as Sam Jones when he conducts 
a protracted meeting at two hundred dollars a week. 
It is found that the strictest observers of church 
ceremonies hav the largest representation on the 
criminal list, while those who are considered the most 
lax, viz, Quakers and Universalists, hav the small- 
est, while the few Infidels who hav been imprisoned 
hav been convicted in almost every instance, not for 
crimes committed against society, but for crimes 
against the church. i 

That the Christian religion shouid tend to produce 
criminals is not to be wondered at. When they read 
in a book which they hav been taught to regard as 
sacred that God’s chosen people borrowed without 
any intention of paying, and were commanded to do 
so by God himself; when they read that innocent 
people can be sacrificed, as Jephthah’s daughter ; 
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that innocent babes were murdered by God's com- 
mand and mothers ripped up alive and girls torn 
from their parents and given over toa brutalized 
soldiery; that men could rob and plunder and wage 
wars of extermination, and keep women enough 
around them as wives or concubines to shame a Turk- 
ish harem; that they could sell tainted meat with 
God's approval—is it any wonder, I say, that people, 
with such belief, should swell the criminal list ‘in 
any country where such belief is entertained? There 
are many passages of scripture which seem to license 
men to walk in crooked ways. 

For instance, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart so 

that he could not let the Israelites go, and then 
brought the most terrible curses upon the whole 
people because he did not. A meaner act was never 
recorded for either God or man. Would not such 
acts on the part of God naturally lead one to think 
that any mean act performed in the name of God 
would be justifiable ? 
: There are other passages which are not well eal- 
culated to provoke men to good works, such as the 
following, viz.: * God shall send them strong delu- 
sions that they may believe a lie.” “ Being crafty I 
caught them with guile.” “For if the truth of God 
hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory, 
why yet am I also j idged as a sinner ?” 

Now, I do not quote these passages for the pur- 
pose of giving the Christians a raking down—far 
from it. I call attention to them out of a good mo- 
tiv. Because I believe they exert a bad influence 
over the minds of men. While I believe there are 
portions of the Bible which are grand and sublime, 
and calculated to exert a good influence over the 
mind, yet to teach that such passages as I hav 
quoted are the words of God is a wickedness, it 
seems to me, that no well-meaning man would be 
guilty of. 

There are other passages of scripture well calcu- 
lated to produce disastrous effscts, both mental and 
moral. 

A few years ago a man, under religious excitement, 
read the account of Jephtha's daughter, and became 
impressed with the idea that he ought to sacrifice 
his daughter. Twice he attempted to burn her on 
a pile of wood, and twice, by mere accident, she was 
rescued. In the last attempt he burnt her clothes 
nearly off, and blistered her limbs fearfully. A 
woman held the hands of her little boy upon a hot 
stove to giv him a foretaste of what he would hav 
to suffer if he was wicked and went to hell. 

The father of a little bo» was quite sure that God 
had commanded him to offsr “little Benny” as a 
sacrifice, as Abraham was commanded to offer up 
his son Isaac. He plunged a large knife into little 
Benny's body splitting through his breastbone, 
and inflicting a mortal wound. Benny did not die 
immediately, and asked his mother to put him in 
his little bed. When the fever raged and his throat 
became parched he asked for water, which was re- 
fused him for fear it would make God angry to 
relieve his suffering. The mother said she supposed 
it was the will of God, but it seemed hard. When 
the authorities disinterred little Benny, the father 
put him upon his knees, and held him in position 
while he showed how he thrust the knife into him. 

Years ago a minister whipped his little boy to death 
in a cellar because he could not spell a word. He 
had read and believed if he “spared the rod” he 
would “spoil the child.” 

The story of Freeman and his daughter is famil- 
iar to all. His little girl was sleeping when he 
plunged a long knife to her heart. She opened her 
eyes and said, “Papa!” and all was over. 

Joun Peck. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
en ee a 


Let Us Retarn Thanks. 


Why should we return thanks? I never feel like 
thanking any persons unless they hav put me under 
obligations to them. For instance, I never feel like 
running across the street to thank a stranger that I 
never saw, unable to tell him why I was thank- 
ing or what for. Yet there are people in this 
country who run after a strange God to thank him 
at least once a year, according to the commands of 
their high priests and governors. But do they re- 
turn thanka? In my opinion there is as little rever- 
ence for the day and the God they pretend to wor- 
ship as I hav—and that is none. It isa mere form 
with the presidents and governors that they issue 
those Thanksgiving edicts. It is only a sop thrown 
to the bigots, who pretend to think the people want 
to suspend work in order to “thank God” for the 
kindness shown them during the year. The evidence 
of the hypocrisy is shown by the indifference to the 
command. The people as a general thing pay no 
attention to it. And why should they ? 

- At this place on Thankagiviig day & poor miner was 
mashed almost to death by falling slate in the mine. 
The thought occurred to meas I heard it: What has 
that poor fellow got to thank G-a-u-d for? Other 
men are feasting and making merry, while this poor 
fellow and his class are crawling in the mines like 
worms in the dust and darkness, for a pittance to liv 


a 


cannot tell. 


upon. Yet they are commanded to thank the Lord | exercising a causativ influence. To conceive a begin- 


by the president and governor. They will not do it, 
because they hav neither time nor inclination to 
thank him who shows so little concern about their 
welfare. This God has brought them into a world 
without their asking or consent, where they are made 
to slave like culprits, and then, if they should break 
“the least of his commands, they are guilty of the 
whole.” Yet his commands are so many that it is 
almost impossible to keep them ; in other words, the 
devil’s mortgage means a foreclosure. How men find 
it in their hearts to worship such an exacting God, 
and one with so little concern about their welfare, I 
Had they been born in hell they could 
with as. much consistency hav thanked Satan for the 
occupancy of one corner of his sooty majasty’s cavern 


‘as thank God for the privilege to occupy such an un- 


wholesome place as the mines of America. Hereafter 


I hope that presidents and governors of this * free" 


country will withhold their messages. 
nauseating to common-sense people. 
Every large city throughout this broad land has 
charitable institutions in it—insane asylums, asylums 
for the deaf and dumb, institutes for the blind, wid- 
ows’ and orphans’ homes—all of them built, and 
their inmates kept, by the labors of men—by a tax— 
yet I hav the first instance to hear of where man 
complained of such a tax. Then let us return thanks 
to whom thanks are due—to man for his generosity. 
Gray, Ky., Nov. 25, 1890. S. P. HERRON. 


Is There a God? 


A vengeful, pitiless, almighty fiend, 
‘Whose mercy is a nickname for the rage ; 
Of tameless tigers hungering for blood.—AShelley. 


Long, long ages ago, millions of years before man 


They are 


'eame upon the earth, the laws of nature (as they are 


to-day recognized) were in vogue, had been in unin- 
terrupted operation, thus proving their uniformity, 
also that no supernatural interference could divert 
them from their regular course. There is not, and 
never has been, one single instance on record, that 
can be pointed out, of any irregularity in their 
career or of any violation whatever. Upon the im- 
mutability of their order depend the calculations of 
the astronomer, and by such calculations he is able 
to predict the exact moment of an eclipse, the return 
of a comet, the transit of Mercury or Venus across 
the sun’s disk, the time of high and low tides, and the 
exact place where a solar body can be found at a 
given time. And the accuracy with which these cal- 
culations are given is unanswerable proof of the im- 
mutability and uniformity of the laws of nature. 
But once we admit the existence of a God, and 
thereby introduce spasmodic action into the machin- 
ery of the universe, which would be the case if such a 
God could supersede or interfere with the regularity 
of these universal laws, and the result must be 
instant chaos, disorder, and confusion. Newton’s 
“Principia” would never hav been published, the 
three laws of Kepler would hav been an abortion, and 
Ls Place’s 'Mechanique Celeste" would hav been 
written in vain; legitimate sunrise and sunset would 
be uncertain; the mariner and the agrieulturist, the 
philosopher and the scientist, would be daily bsfüed 
at the uncertainty and the reeling of nature’s throne. 
Happily, however, such is not the case, such has 
never been the case, and such never will be the case. 
The past systematic succession of events is sufficient 
proof of this. Now, if I were told that somebody or 
something called God, an abstraction, made or 
created both nature and its laws, and that he who 
made them can also unmake them, change or sus- 
pend them, I should reply by saying that it is sim- 
ply an assertion that is incapable of verification by 
experience. And I should first require to be shown 
beyond the possibility of doubt that there is really a 
God, and second, that he did make nature’s laws. I 
should require to be demonstrated (as we would 
demonstrate a problem in arithmetic) the existence 
of a being superior to and outside or independent of 
the rest of nature,and then how, after establish- 
ing definit and physical laws, he could do phys- 
ies] impossibilities. If such a being exists, let him 
demonstrate his existence to his credulous children 
in such characters 88 cannot be mistaken or misun- 
derstood. It*s easy for a privileged class to speak 
upon this sub) ct in vague and general language, but 
I ask for one positiv fact: If your God is superior to 
nature's laws, let him make the sun rise in the west 
and set in the east. Let him cause it to remain sta- 
tionary or retrograde half a day. Let him make 
water freeze at 212? Fahrenheit, or vapor rise at 32°. 
Let him cause gravitation to be suspended or the 
rotation of the earth to cease. The opposit of these 
are nature’s lawa, fixed, definit, and unalterable, and 
the more we know of them, the less we know of that 
which is called supernatural. 

But, says the Theist, arguing from a necessitarian 
standpoint, there must hav been & beginning to all 
this, or, properly speaking, a “first cause.” I reply 
by asking, How, where, when, or what is the “ first 
cause?” The question itself is unthinkable; we 
cannot imagin a first cause or beginning. The whole 
of nature is one long, continuous line of cause and 
effect, each cause being but an effect, and each effect 


ning, or first cause, we must break the line some- 
where, and by so doing we should annihilate exist- 
ence, which is impossible. Neither can we imagin 
an uncaused cause, nor can a cause cause itself, for 
then it would cease to be a cause (except in relation 
to what followed) and would become an effect. , And 
therefore it is impossible for man to conceive an ori- 
gin in nature, ¿.e.„ a first cause, 7.c., a beginning. 
Hence, the conclusion to which we are driven is, first, 
that material existences could not be created from 
nonentity, for not one single atom of matter existe 
but what is an activ or passiv agent, or both; gec- 
ond, that action and reaction are reciprocal, death 
giving rise to life and life eventuating in death; 
this ring of changes is eternal, withont commence- 
ment or termination; third, that this belies crea- 
tion or a beginning, there being no beginning or crea- 
tion. There could not be. In fact, there is no need 
for a beginner, or creator, or God. It may be argued, 
if there is no God, or creator, how came exist- 
ence? If so, I could only reply that “ existence” 
came not at all, but that “existence” always was, is 
now, and ever will be, world without end, amen. 

Men prate about the insufficiency of nature to pro- 
duce what we see around us, but in so doing they 
seem to forget, or rather they do not know, that they 
are making their own ignorance the measure of nat- 
ure's power. “Do men know all that nature can do 
and how she does it?” What right hav they got to 
demand from me a belief in the supernatural until 
they hav mastered the natural? What right hav 
they to dogmatize, and fix limits to the powers of 
the material world, and ascribe what are as yet 
secrets in nature to something out of nature? Not 
only is such & course paradoxical and presumptuous, 
but it is fatal to all demonstration, for under it 
reason must be abandoned, facts ignored, and inquiry 
itself an incongruity. Here, indeed, lies the grand 
fallacy of all religions, the groundwork of all super- 
stitions. And while * man" has been watching for 
a “God” who may never come, the priest is watch- 
ing his opportunity to plunder the poor watcher of 
his good here, and not until men are modest enough 
to confess the truth, and honest enough to avow it, 
will priestly despotism and intolerance be deprived 
of its power. The name of God has ever been a 
black, dark cloud across the intellectual atmosphere 
of man. It has ever been a mighty and effeotiv 
weapon in the hands of the priests, by which they 
hav been enabled to dominate and subjugate man- 
kind. It does seem surprising to me that men 
should hav been swayed by motivs so cowardly 
and so unworthy of them. The priest by pointing 
to the future has blinded men fo the stern duties 
and realities of life, to be awakened only by the 
clanking of their chains, to find themselvs the 
slaves of a king. And the king to show his grati- 
tude has shared his power with the church, and 
between these inhuman parasites with the 
ferocity of brigands and robbers, pity anaing no. 
place in their cruel hearts, man has been kept in 
subjection and servitude—in subjection to the one 
by the awe-inspired dread of the other. In conclu- 
sion I could not do better than to quote Shelley 
in answering the question asked by my title, who, 
in speaking of the burning of an Atheist, says: 


j I wept. 
Weep not, child, cried my mother, for that man 
Hath said, There is no God. 


There is no God ; 
Nature confirms the faith his death groan sealed : 
Let heaven and earth, let man’s revolving race, 
His ceaseless generations, tell their tale. 
Let every part depending on the chain that links 
It to the whole, point to the hand that grasps its term. 
Let every seed that falls in silent eloquence unfold 
Its store of argument. Infinity within, ) 
Infinity without, belie creation. 


Joux R. CHARLESWORTH. 
anaana, A rs 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of Moral- 
ists, at Hannibal, Mo. for November, 1890, 


SEORETARY'S REPORT. 


During the month forty membership certificates were 
issued, making a total of 1,238 members. The new mem- 
bers are from Kansas, Washington, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Island, Washington, D. C., Ohio, California, Missouri, Texas, 
Michigan, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Idaho, and 
New York. F. H. Rav, Sec. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance from October report. ........ eerie $105 80 
From G. P. Driesbach, Pa............. enm m 1 00 
Charles Lambert, Mo................ eee 1 00 
W. D. Mackenzie, Washington, D. C. 25 
S. A. Roach, Trinidad Island... s 25 
C.A.Meltz, ‘ HC Qu. 25 
J. A. Crichlow, ‘‘ Lr" 25 
L. R. T. and E. M., each ten cents......«. een 20 


Mailing constitutions, etc........ «eere 
Appropriations to aid Ella E. Gibson in her 
effort to start a Brotherhood paper...... 35 00 


89 05 


Balance. s.ssssrsscccrsccserscssscsceecsssserssees $69 95 
Hannibal, Mo. A. R. Ayres, Treasurer. 
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Our London Letter. 


. The great Booth boom is being well advertised, but 
iu spite of this the money is not coming in at the 
rate the promoter of the scheme evidently anticipated ; 
the conditional promises of substantial sums will not 
some io mush, judging by present prospects, and 
these generous individuals who will pay £1,000 if so 
many otners will subscribe a like amount in a certain 
time, wii! most probably not be called upon to part 
with their money. This method of giving is simply 
laying your own odds against the scheme being 
esrried through, while the general public at once 
jumps to the conclusion that the promiser is support- 
ing the sfair. The religious sectaries were at first 
loud in their praises, but after reflecting over the 
matter are now beginning to fight rather shy of 
Booth and his works. The editor of the Freethinker 
has freated the scheme exhaustivly, and shows its 
utter absurdity, and what small probability there is 
of its being worked out on the lines laid down. Other 
papers hav taken s retrospectiv view of the Salvation 
Army, and pointed out that there are no appreciable 
good results after all the time it has existed, and the 
thousands of pounds sterling that hav been collected. 
All this money has practically gone to the aggrand- 
izement of the promoter and his family and immedi- 
ate friends, and if it were not that the crop of fools 
never fails, he would hav come to the end of his 
tether. Socislism is sneered at and decried by the 
very people who now support the man who has some 
muddled ideas on the subject, and fancies he can 
turn the wastrels into first-class citizens. All those 
he cannot possibly lick into shape are to be ex- 
ported for some other nation to take in hand, but 
he does not yet say what country is to be the 
recipient of his bounty. 

The Parnell business is causing great excitement 
just now, and. great efforts are being made by 
certain parties to oust the chief actor from his 
position of leader of the Irish party. It is evident 
this is some political dodge, and the divorce suit 
is merely a handle to wield the weapon. If it was 
really a question of immorality, we should hear of 
a aimiler outery in the case of many of the mem- 
bers of the house of landlords. The Connemara 
case is far worse, and yet this most “noble” individ- 
uai was nob kicked out of his post immediately his 
foul deeds were divulged to the public. It is noth- 
ing but gross hypocrisy on the part of the eminent 
professing Christians in expressing their horror of 
such “awful depravity.” Christ is not reported to 
hav thought adultery so very heinous, as he is said 
to hav told those who wished to punish the woman 
taken in the act that the ones among them without 
sin might cast the first stone. 

That eminent and humble follower of the Lord, 
Dr. Lidden, sarried out his master’s injunction to lay 
nof up treasure on earth almost to the letter, for his 
personal estate was only valued st the small gum of 
£41,226. . Yt is interesting to know that by the terms 
of his will he kindly commits hig soul into the handa 
of almighty God, who will no doubt be highly grati- 
fied by the bequest, and probably has by this time 
sent a special company of angels to guard the treas- 
ura to the New Jerusalem. 

. An article in the current number of the National 
Reformer, by the editor, on “The Present Outlook 
for Freethought in England,” is a capital sketch, 
containing as it does a great desl of information in 
a very small space, and as the writer knows as much 
about the subject as any man living, it is worthy of 
careful and repeated perusal, and might be repro- 
duced with advantage in Tax TRUTH SEEKER and 
other American Freethought papers, as a correctiv 
to some inaccurate versions that it seems hay already 
appeared. 

_ I5 is rather inexplicable that two professed Agnos- 
tios, Samuel Laing and the marquis of Queensberry, 
should each hav sent £100 to the Booth scheme, for 
the great Booth is nothing if not profoundly relig- 
icus, and his two helpers say they hav no faith in 
anything of the sort, and are totally opposed to the 
very creed Booth preaches so loudly. The working 
of the human mind is a great mystery. J. D. 

H —— 9-9 9——————— 
A Query Answered. 

In your article, ‘ Been at Church," in 
of May 10, 1890, you speak of J Decus Pp ot Gln: 
beimg an interpolation by Eusebius, and you say Dr. Lard- 
ner, Bishop Warburton, Faber, and other ancient writers 
consider it so. What I wish to ask is this, can you giv me 
references where to find these facts, of those writers reject- 
ing this interpolation by Eusebius, or the proof of it bein 
an interpolation? wW. 

In reply to the above question, I would refer in- 
quirers to Taylor's “ Diegesis,” a book that contains 
more matter for argument against Ohristianity than 
any other half-dozen books I know of. It isa per- 
fee; mass of proof, just such as all investigators 
need. It goes back to the beginning of Obristianity 
and sweeps it entirely away—Christ and all. Its facts 
are go well classified, too, and literally heaped and 
piled up. On page 386 Taylor says of the famous pas- 
sage in Josephus: “The passage was first quoted 
by Eusebius, wbo exults over it as if he had found 

a prodigious prize, his exultation itself only serving 


to awaken suspicion in every critical mind that the 
passage is but another added to the long list cf his 
own most audacious forgeries, as he immediately 
subjoins, ‘Wherefore since this Hebrew historian 
hath of old delivered these things in his own writing, 
answering our savior, what evasion ean save those 
who invent arguments against these things, from 
standing convicted of downright impudence? Yet, 
for all this terrible defiance, the most urquestionably 
orihodox and best learned of the whote Ohristian 
world hav invented arguments against the validity 
of this passage, and hav shown, to absolute dem- 
onstration, the certainty that Josephus did not write 
the passage, and the probability that Eusebius him- 
self did." Gibbon says: “The passage concerning 
Jesus Christ was inserted into the text of Josephus, 
between the time of Origen and that of Eusebius, 
and may furnish us with an example of no vulgar 
forgery.” Taylor continues: “Conviction has thus 
far forced itself upon the mind of the highest au- 
thority which Ohristians themselvs can appeal to. 
Their own all-deciding Dr. Lardner has pronounced 
this passage to be an interpolation. It is rejected 
by Ittigius, Blondel, LeClere, Vandale, Bishop War- 
burton, and Faber. This latter author suspecis that 
Eusebius himself was the author of the interpolation. 
What, then, must we think of Eusebius? Hoe is the 
shest-anchor of reliance for all we know of the three 
first centuries of the Christian history.” . 

Lardner says of the passage, ' It was never quoted 
by any of our Christian ancestors before Eusebius. 
It interrupts the narrativ. It is not quoted by 
Chrysostom, though he often refers to Josephus, 
and could not hav omitted quoting it had it been in 
the text.” On page 363 Rev. Robert Taylor says: “If 
the testimony to Jesus as the Christ had been from 
the beginning in Josephus'a works, it is strange that 
it should never hav been quoted by ancient apologists 
for Christianity, and now in the beginning of the 
fourth century be thought so important as to be 
quoted by our author in two of his works still re- 
maining "— that is to say, surely Eusebius forged it 
himself, for the purpose of quoting his own forgery. 
There was never an advocate of the Christian evi- 
dences yet whose conscience would hav any hesita- 
tion to such services in so good a cause. 

Exaina DRAKE SLENEER. 


A New Christmas Story. 


In the long years ago the people lived without any 
written calendar to keep the years and months and 
days. And many millions of revolving years passed 
away before they knew what made or constituted a 
year, or to even count the changes of the moon upon 
their fingers. But after many tribes and wandering 
netions had grown up and passed from human sight 
away, the laws of evolution at length’ brought forth 
a class of better, and a trifle wiser, men. 

A certain few of these men commenced to study 
the stars and to build pyramids and costly temples, 
and establish a worship of the golden sun. 

As the people grew more proud and grand in phys- 
ical things, they commenced to mske to themselvs 
priests and ruling things. And these, in turn, insti- 
tuted many silly rites and mock ceremonies to de. 
ceive the people and induse a worship of themselvs. 

But soon these “holy lords " became too numerous 
and jealous of each other, and divisions and quarrels 
ensued. 

And the psople, too, were having too many Gods, 
&nd too many kings and priests to support. Hence 
tyranny and biood for a season bore rule. 

At this period most nations were taught that this 
world was the only world, and that it always existed, 
while others thought it had a beginning. 

At length there arose another nation with many 
kings and priests, and they had great authority 
over the people. 

The people of this nation were called Jews. 

The priests taught this nation that a great in- 
visible personal king who lived somewhere above 
the “firmament” made this “big” world in just 
six days out of a stick of candy, having nothing 
else to begin with. And that he had three or 
four nice days to work in before there was any sun. 

From this time onward the Jews kapt a kind 
of memorandum of the age of the world, in lunar 
months and years as they rolled by. 

The Jewish priesthood soon became a popular 
and a paying business. ’ 

But one golden calf was not quite sufficient for 
them all. 

Hence many seceded from Jewish authority, and 
joined with other nations for the establishment of 
a new era, by the making of a visible “God” in 
the form of man. l 

So these priests told the people that a man- 
god would soon be born, the fact having been 
seen in a dream. 

The purport of the dream seems to be this, that 
a gust of holy wind, or a personal ghost, would 
soon make love to a modest young “virgin,” and 
she would become the mother of a beautiful child, 
and his name should be Christna. 

Of course the “ invisible God " would be his father 
and he would be “his only begotten son.” 


But, as the story is told, it seems the cruel father 
neglected to look after, or care for, this prospectiv 
mother. She was left to shift, and support herself, | 
as best she oculd. : : 

In due iie ominous signs appeared. The “ wise 
world” commenced to whisper the words of slander. 
On! poor neglected and deserted Mary! Blame 
her, not the ghost, nor the gods. 

She needed friendship. She sought for and found 
one (who had been recommended by the priesthood) 
by the name of Joseph. 

It may be sad to relate, but it is said that this: 
lonely virgin—deserted by her seducer—was com- 
peiled, by a decree from the king, to walk in company 
with her friend Joseph many long miles to a great 
city to be taxed. This city was called Bethlehem. 
It is located, agreeably to our modern maps, in rather 
a cold climate—forty degrees north latitude. 

Upon reaching this city, both weary and footsore, 
she found the tax-payers, to support the priesthood, 
so numerous that no warm fire, or spare room, was 
left for her. "TEC 

But necessity became the mother of invention, for 
a " God" was soon to be born. Her good friend, 
Josepb, soon found a lonely hovel where beasts were 
fed. Finding a few sticks and a little straw he made 
8 nest, or bed, in its cold manger, on the 25th of 
December, year I (new style), while the thermometer 
registered from thirty to forty below zero. 

Just think of it! Talmage says it was right here 
where the “Great Jehovah” permitted his “only 
begotten son to be born.” 

Oh, poor child! freezing, freezing, and his father 
above the clouds, and his poor mother in a swoon, 
unconscious, half dead.. But to be charitable it is 
presumed that some anti-Jew, or some outside sin- 
ner, had compassion on him and his mother, and 
they lived. For so says the “ Christian system.” 

To perpetuate this miserable superstition, every 
25th of Dacember some half.civilized wiseacre, or 
some Salvation Army tramy, must be dressed in rags 
and parade himself before little children under the 
name “Santa Claus. And when the tramp is not 
at hand, then put a few beechnuts and a baby doll 
in an old stocking and hang it on a nail in the chim- 
ney corner on the night of the 24th, and then in the 
morning of the 25:h call up your children and begin 
to tell them a whopper by saying that old Santa 
Olaus, or the good old devil, brought them down the 
chimney during the night. 

Out of the foregoing myth came the day called 
“Ohristmas.” It is accópted as true only by a 
few nations, and not by the well informed in those. 

And thus ends our present Christmas story in the 
bogus year cf a bogus Lord, Deo. 25, 1890. 

But let us be merry and joyful on the 4th of July, 
and also on the birthday of as many “Lord Gods” 
as our knowledge and clear conscience will permit. 

E. B. Wueetocr. 


— 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. - 
The clergy of the city of Altona, Holstein, is work- 
ing for all it is worth to secure the passage of a law 


compelling al? children to attend church regularly.— 
Das Menschenthum. 


In the town of Bordes, Yonne, there has never been 
a single religious ceremony, either baptism, marriage, 
or funeral.—LZa Vérité. That is the way to hav 
things. Would that we Yankees could say the like. 


The imperial government of Gormany is at present 
engaged in taking a census. Among questions to be 
answered is one as to the religious or non-religious 
belief of each person. Considering the recent relig- 
ious disturbances in Germany, we expect a showing 
as favorable us that of England. 


Our friends in Belgium are wide awake. Dacem- 
ber 14th the Liberals had a great demonstration on 
Occasion of the unvailing of a monument in honor of 
Désiré Lesaffer at Oudenburg.—Za Raison. We 
hope, in a future number of Taz Trura Sxxxxm, to 
giv our readers the particulars. 


Owing to the Jesuitical machinations of Henry V. 
Berghell, Mr. Lennstrand and several of ihe most 
prominent Swedish Freethinkers hav left the society. 
Mr. Lennstrand will, however, continue his battle 
against superstition by delivering lectures and hold- 
ing Bible-class meetings. —/ritinkaren. We will 
giv the particulars next week. 


At the recent congress of the Federation of French 
Freethought Societies Mr. Schacre was rósleoted as 
president. The congress, which was attended by the 
representative of eighty societies, resolved to bring 
about a complete separation of church and state, and 
to establish a committee to be charged with the dis- 
tribution of Freethought literature.— Bulletin Men- 
suel. 


Mr. Vogtherr, president of the Free Religious As« 
sociation of Berlin, has been sentenced by the pro: 
vincial court of Potsdam to six weeks’ imprisonment. 
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He had in a lecture used the following expression : 


“The nursery tale of six days’ creation, and a God 
A 
minor court had sentenced him to six months’ im- 


phantom, sre hindrances to mental prozzess.” 


prisonment, but, your readers remember, he appealed 
to higher authority.— Preireligivses-Sonntags- Blatt. 


That our readers may know what to expect when 
the recognition of Christ as the ruler of all nations 
has been embodied in our laws, we present the fol- 
lowing piece of news taken from Freiheit. A fow 
weeks ago a young man was persuaded to enter the 
village church of Naumburg, Germany. His friends, 
who were to lunch on our saviors flash and blood, 
guaseeded in getting him up to the altar, but he re- 
sisted most effectually any attempt to make-him 
kneel down. The city authorities sentenced him to 
eight days’ imprisonment for blasphemous conduct. 

The clergy of Bohemia is very tolerant indeed. 
Some time ago the widow of Dr. Brauner died in 
Paris and was, according to her own wishes, cremated. 
The ashes were sent to Prague, but the clergy denied 
to receive them in the church, to sprinkle the box con- 
taining the remains, end tc pray for her soul. An ap- 
psal was made to the archbishop, but he sustained 
the action taken by his subordinates. It is to ba re- 
membered that Mrs. Brauner had while alive con- 
tributed several thousand dollars to various religious 
institutions. But all this was forgotten because of 

the “Atheistic” disposal of her remains.— Der 
` Lichifreund. i 


Considerable excitement exists in the ranks of the 
Libera! party in Spain. Since the last Catholic oon- 
gress at Saragossa, where the clergy called upon the 
queen-regent to assist the holy father in the Vatican 
against the Atheistic Italian government, the queen 
has pardoned two Basque priests who were by the 
court of Bilbao sentenced to five years and seven 
monthe' imprisonment for treason against the Span- 
ish government. It isa bad sign, and considering 
the moral cowardice of the greater part of the Span- 
ish people, as exhibited by concealing their true be- 
lief—or batter, disbelief—s severe clerical reaction 
is looked for.— Las Dominicales. 


A little volume of “Moral Instruction for Chil- 
dren” has recently been introduced in the schools of 
Bavaris. The plan is quite novel, and as a means to 
destroy moral purity and innocence in children it 
has not its equal. I will take but one example, and 
add that the rest of the book is worse, and decidedly 
so. On page 8 of this “ moral” instructor it says : 
“Fourth commandment: Thou shalt honor thy 
father and mother. Reflections. 1. I hav wished in 
all earnestness evil to befall my parents (grandpar- 
ents), guardians, teachers, times (. . . 
during the week) (. . . during the montb)" 
The blank spaces are to be filled out by the children 
at the end of each week and month. If nine-tenths 
of the children using this book do not become moral 
lopers, liars, or hypoorits it is not the fault of the 
olergy who originated this move. 


In the Russian province of Wiatha a new OChria- 
tian sect has seen the light of day. These Ohris- 
tians believe only in God, but not in Ohrist Jesus 
or the Holy Ghost. Daring the summer months 
the members meet in the woods, during winter time 
in isolated houses, and always at night and in 
darkness. Among their peculiar notions is one 
which prohibits them from smoking and drinking 
for a term of twelve years. Asa result of this they 
are very much in demand as Iaborers. The govern- 
ment does not interfere with them, only so far as it 
tries to prevent them from beating into insensibility 
the drunken clergy, the pops. Some time ago, it is 
said, the Kuger-Saría, as is the name of the seat, 
found a pop on the road in a state of glorious intox- 
ication. They fastened sn old door to the top of a 
high flag-pole, and placed the reverend gentleman 
on it, and kept him there for a term of five days on 

bread and water.—Der Freidenker. 

, Gustave NELSON. 


A Period for Messiahs. 


In what is to be found the real origin of the Indian 
messiah craze? Why do the Indians persist on in 
their curious “ ghost dance ?” l 

-The popular explanation hitherto has been that 
the messiah ides, at any rate, is borrowed from 
Christian teachings. 
It is more likely to be s survival of folk-lore tradi- 
tions which antedate Christianity by thousands of 
years. Such traditions are universal among the 
savage peoples of our entire globe, as every compar- 
ativ mythologist knows, and they hav been pre- 
served, chiefly by word of mouth, not only among 
savages, but among peasants and the uneducated 
classes generally, with the most startling fidelity. 
Our knowledge of this fact, however, is compsrativly 
recent. 

Aa far back as we can peer through -the dim twi- 

- light of ancient paganism we see messiahs appearing 


But this is probably a mistake. |. 


from time to time, and there is every reason to 
believe that the date of their appearance was made | h 


to accord by learned priests with certain astronomical 
periods of about six hundred years each. In short, 
these ancient messiahs are usually sun-gods, and 
while the story of their doings varied with the 
locality they bore a well-marked general semblance 
to each other. 

The sun-god in all mythologies is usually born on 
Dacember 24th to 25th, three days after the winter 
solstice, when, the southward retreat of the sun 
being checked, the days begin to lengthen, so that 
in a very real sense, the sun may be said then to be 
reborn into the world. We must remember that this 
is the reason why Obrist’s birthday is kept by the 
church upon that date—not because it is definitly 
known to be the birth-time of Jesus—for among the 
early Christian fathers there were good authorities 
for every month in the year—but because the com- 
mon people were too wedded to the old festival of 
the sun to giv it up.. The church, therefore, wisely 
grafted the new anniversary upon the old. 

Bat the evil powers of winter and darkness at 
onge seek the life of the sun-child ; and the reigning 
king (winter personified) issues an edict to destroy 
by frost all the young growing creatures in the cour- 
try. This “massacre of the innocents,” whose tra- 
dition is so pathetically preserved by St. Matthew in 
his beautiful stories of the Christ-child, was sculpt- 
ured on the rock temples of India many centuries 
before the Christian era, and was undoubtedly first 
related of Ohrisina, if not of some earlier deity. 
The young sun god, however, slips away unharmed 
through the constellations, and grows in favor daily 
with God and man. 

At the feast of the vernal equinox, of which the 
Saxon festival to the goddess Exstre (compare our 
Easter) was a survival, the solar deity appears as a 
radiant youth who emerges from the wintry under- 
world of death, bringing life aud gladness to all 
creation—plants, beasts, and men. For at the 
spring equinox the days which hav ever since the sun 
god was born at Christmas been lengthening, finally 
gain upon the nights, so that the powers of light may 
be now said to triumph over darkness. From this 
time he mounts higher and higher in the heavens, 
until he reaches the zenith at the time of the summer 
solstice (June 21st), when he is received in a blaze of 
glory into the arms of that ineffable sky father of the 
blue expanse who was called in Sanskrit Dyaus-Pitar, 
in Greek Zisus Pater, and in Latin Jupiter. 

Some mythologies were content to leave the sun 
god at this glorious consummation of his life, but 
most of the folk-lore tales preserve the traditions of 
a false friend who steadily creeps upon the solar hero 
and wounds him from behind, or in some way drags 
him down to the urder-world of winter and death at 
the autumnal equinox, when the nights begin to 
lengthen over the days. Thus was the solar hero, 
Siegfried, of the Nibelungen Lied, stabbed in the 
back, where the treacherous red cross marked his 
vulnerable part ; thus was Baldur, the beautiful, slain 
by the mistletoe cf the evil Loki in Norseland; thus 
was Achilles wounded in the hee), and thus was King 
Arthur betrayed by his trusted friend Launcelot and 
his kinsman Modred. 

But, although the sun god sinks to the under-world 
in the autumn, no evil thing can permanently harm 
him. He possesses, even in hades itself, the revivify- 
ing power of the sun, and, as he passes through the 
abode of the dead, the souls of the departed gather 
about him to be redeemed and led up to the new life 
in the spring. The Obristian feast of All Souls, and 
the Hallowe'en, or nut-crack night, which precedes 
it, are in reality festivals of the autumnal equinox, 
which hav gotten belated with the Japse of centuries 
through imperfections and changes in the calendar. 
Aud the ghost dance among our Indians of the 
Northwest is evidently the survival of the ancient 
psgan festival of Al! Souls, a survival which shows 
internal evidence of having been handed down in the 
Indian folk-lore and not transmitted through Ohris- 
tianity. 

Oan we wonder at the persistency of our Indian 
tribes in keeping up their ghost dance at this season 
of the year? Oan we wonder at the positivness with 
which they declare that the messiah, who is to save 
them, will come in the spring? Nor can we wonder 
at the action of that Indian who, seizing the arm of 
Mr. Stewart, the agency saddler at Standing Rock 
agency, forced him to look straight at the blazing 
sun, exclaiming: “See, there is the Indian messiah 
now" 

But why should their messiah come all of a sudden 
this special year? To giv the probable reason—a 
reason which is not invalidated by the possible use 
made of it by designing whites and crafty medicin 
men—we shall kav. to again refer to the ancient 
pagan beliefs. 

At one epoch in the world’s history the messiah of 
the spring equinox appeared when the sun was in 
the zodiacal sign of Taurus, the Bull. At that time 
the bull was the symbol cf the sun god avd was 
sacred to him. In Persia we read of the Mithraie 
bull; in Egypt of the bull of Apis, and the sacrifice 
of bulls on the altars of the Romans and other peo- 


pes persisted in down to a comparativly iste date in 
istory. 

But by the mutation (“nodding”) of the earth's 
axis—a movement which resembles the “ wobbling " 
of a top that is running down, but which, in the cage 
of the earth, requires twenty-five thousand years to 
describe a single complete cirele in the heavens—a 
phenomenon called the precession of the equinoxes 
takes place. The time came when, by this preces- 
sion, the vernal equinox had slipped back into the 
sign of Aries, the Ram or Lemb. Then this last 

animal became the chosen symbol of the messiah, 
and both Horus, the Egyptian god, snd Christue, were 

called “ the good shepherd.” Many of the beautiful 

similes of the New Testament which deal with sheep, 

lambs, and shepherds hav their origin in the pagen 

worship of the sun when in the constellation Aries, 

and they were undoubtedly adopted by the apostles 

and other early Christians, because only in this way 

could the new religion be grafted upon the supersti- 

tious observances of the common people. Indeed, 

it is manifest to every deep student of mythology, 

that only by this apparent sanction of the older wor- 

ship can any new belief ever gain a foothold in the 

affections of the populace. 

Just previous to Christ's birth the whole civilized 
world was on tiptoe with anticipation of a new mes- 
sinh—the messiah of the sign Pisces, the Fishes, and 
we read of many “false Obrists” who are said to 
kav asserted themeelvs at that time, both before and 
after the appearance of Jesus himeelf. And now the 
time is at hand when, by the precession of the equi- 
noxes, the sun, at the spring equinox, is about to 
slip back into still another sign—that of Aquarius, 
the Water Bearer, and we may confidently expect an 
eruption of messiahs for some little time to come 
among the savages or among the illiterate of our 
own people who faithfully preserve in their house- 
hold customs and folk-lore, without definitly know- . 
ing why, the memorials which warn them when a 
new messiah is at hand. El Mahdi, the Arabio 
prophet, was perhaps the first of these nineteenth 
century reincarnations of the solar messiah, although 
he posed rather as human, acting under divine guid- 
ance ; Schweinfurth, with his following of singularly 
deluded and hypnotized women, is a second of these 
messiahs; and now the subject of this craze among 
the Indians of the Northwest is a third. But the 
end is not yet; there are mors to follow from the 
ranks of ignorant enthusiasts in the near future, for 
the time of the astronomical change whose memorial 
the folk-lore of the common people has preserved in 
a hundred and one unobtrusiv ways is at band ; and 
moreover, we are at the end of the regular six- 
hundred.yesr period when, after a certain conjunc- 
tion of the sun end moon, the new solar messiah is 
likely to be born. 

It is greatly to be deplored that the government 
has not made a point of sending some good com- 
parativ mythologists out in the field to study up this 
Indian ghost dance. It is an opportunity which has 
probably never occurred before to the American 
people, and which will probably never occur agair, 
of studying, at the fountain-head, memorials of sun- 
myths handed down from a prehistoric past. When 
the occasion which called forth the present messiah 
craze shall hav passed, many of the priceless folk-lore 
memorials which could now be so easily obtained will 
hav slipped out of sight of the white race, to be 
tucked away in the memories of their Indian cwners, 
and only to be gotten at by white folk-lore students 
with hard digging.—Zda C. Craddock in Philadel- 
phie Sunday Times. 


—— iib a 
Lectures and Meetings. 


* Opgrps and Morals” will be Starr H. Nichols’s subject at 
the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th street, Friday 
evening, December 19th. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association, Bedford avenue 
and South Second street, Brooklyn, E.D., will listen to Mr- 
E. L. Starck on “ Logic in Language," Sunday afternoon, at 
3 P.M., December 21st. 


W. F. Jamieson wil probably deliver a lecture before the 
Chicago Secular Union on “* What Freethinkers Believe and 
Disbelieve.” The Liberals of Chicago would like to hav a^ 
debate, if a clergyman could be found to meet Jamieson. 

————_——— + —___— 


v RzMINISOENGES," by Lucy N. Colman, ($1) is the story of 
a life spent in the interests of truth and freedom, and partic- 
ularly in support of the antislavery agitation and in further- 
ance of the abolition of ** woman's wrongs,” as expressed by 
Mrs. Colman. The ‘‘ Reminiscences” are full of curious 
experiences, not the least of which was the interview of the 
authoress with President Lincoln, who avowed that he was 
not an Abolitionist, and would not free the slaves if he could 
save the Union in any other way. ‘‘ He believed in the 
white racs, not in the colored, and did not want them put on 
an equality." "The book contains excellent portraits of Mrs. 
Colman and of her friend Mrs. Amy Post, a short notice of 
whose activ life concludes the volume. — Tarrytown Record 
of the Times. 


me—_—_ 

CHRISTIANITY, when consistently interpreted, assures its 
followers of tribulation iu this world, and the hopelessness of 
all efforts to advance the moral welfare of the human r-ce. 
The teachings of Jesus avd Paul are pessimistic. Things 
are to wax Worse and worse till the coming of Christ to de- 
stroy the world, out of which he saves his chosen few. It is 
the Christian then who is without hope in the world.—.Adame. 
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Communications. 


A. Rejected Article. 


` [In the Des Moines daily News, of November 1ith, we 
read an account of the formation of a ‘‘ Sunday Rest Asso- 
ciation,” and & brief synopsis of its platform. Thinking 
that the readers of that journal would like to hear the other 
side of the question, I sat down and wrote a reply to the 
principles of the association, and mailed it to the editor. 
Several days passed, but the article did not appear. Deter- 
mining to know the cause of this, I called upon theeditor of 
the News in his sanctum. That gentleman received me very 
courteously, and when I made Known my business he said 
that he had notread the entire article, but from what he bad 
read of it he had decided to withhold its publication for fear 
that it would raise theological rancor. I replied that my 
Object in writing was to merely state facta, though I knew 
they were facta that the majority of the people were ignorant 
of, and that those who did know of them as a rule did their 
best to keep the public ignorant of them. He then answered 
that he would reconsider the piece, and if he decided not to 
print it, would preserve the manuscript. I waited several 
days longer, and as it still did not appear, I called again and 
received the manuscript. I would not say an unkind word 
against the editor of the News. He has done, not only my- 
self, but the Secular Union of this city many a favor that I 
shall Jong remember, and I am positiv that had he been able 
to conform to his own wishes he would hav published my 
article. But there is a class of men in every community 
whose business it is to suppress all discussion upon religious 
subjects. They hate the truth, and they hate a man who 
speaks it, and they also hate a newspaper that publishes it. 
This class of persons, it is to be regretted, exercise a power 
by which they can boycott a journal that will publish an article 
setting forth their evil doings, and especially their unblush- 
ing hypocrisy upon the Sunday question; and unless a paper 
is so firmly established that these small Goliaths of supersti- 
tion cannot assail it, it is in many cases compelled to suc- 
cumb to its authority. There are hundreds of editors who 
are in hearty sympathy with Freethought and Secularism 
who dare not express their opinions for fear of the ruining 
of their business by Christian bigots. One editor that I 
know of was once heard to remark that the entire religious 
business is the meanest thing that a newspaper has to con- 
tend with. With these words in explanation, I submit the 
rejected article to the readers of THE TRUTH BEEKEE, that 
they may form for themselvs an opinion of a cause that will 
not permit such facts as are here presented to be placed 
before the public.—F. 8.] 


Eprror or tHe News: In the issue of your paper 
for November 11th, we find an account of the forma- 
tion of a “Sabbath Rest Association,” and a synopsis 
of its principles. As the ews professes to be an 
independent paper, no apology need be made for 
criticising either the association or its principles in 
these columns. After speaking of the history of the 
organization, the News proceeds to state, “The main 
object of the work is to preserve and promote Sun- 
day as a day of religious worship.” But when Rev. 
Wilbur F. Orafis, the high priest of the Sunday 
movement, was in Des Moines in August, he dis- 
tinctly asserted, and reiterated the assertion many 
times, that the new Sunday law, proposed by the 

. American Sabbath Union, is based upon civil and 
not on religious grounds. The difference is, that the 
Sabbath Association of Des Moines is more honest 
than the society of which Mr. Orafts is secretary. 
It wants the government to recognize Sunday as a 
day of religious worship, and has the candor to say 
go, while the national Sunday organization desires 
the same thing, but knowing that the people will 
overwhelmingly crush such a measure if they under- 
stand its true nature, just as Congress crushed the 
first Sunday bill brought before it, they hypocritic- 
ally profess to advocate a civil Sabbath. To add to 
the absurdity of this profession, we may say that we 
already hav a civil Sabbath in the majority of the 
states, and hence the talk of a new law to bring 
about what we already hav is the sheerest nonsense. 
As these gentlemen claim that the object of their 
association is to promote the observance of Sunday 
as a day of religious worship, which includes the 
total abstinence from ali secular work on that day, we 
certainly hav the right to inquire of them their au- 
thority for so doing. When we ask this question 
we are most invariably referred to the command- 
ment, ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, 
. « . for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea and all that in them is, and rested on 
the seventh day, wherefore the Lord blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it” (Ex. xx, 8-11). But 
if this injunction is binding, is not the following 
equally so? "And six years shalt thou sow thy land 
and gather in the fruits thereof; but the seventh 
year shalt thou let it rest and lie still, that the poor 
of thy people may eat, and what they leave the 
beasts of the field shall eat. In a like manner shalt 
thou deal with thy vineyard and with thy oliv yard” 
(Ex. xxiii, 10, 11). If the proposed law is enacted, 
a penalty for its violation must accompany it. Why 
not be consistent and adopt the Bible penalty? 
“While the children of Iszael were in the wilderness, 
they found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath 
day, and they that found him gathering sticks 
brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the 
congregation. And they put him in ward, because 
it was not declared what should be done to him. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall surely 
be put to death; all the congregation shall stone 
him with stones without the camp” (Num. xv, 32- 
36). 

But in Ex. xxxi 12, we find another reason 


given for regarding the day as sacred, entirely differ- 
ent from the first one. “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses saying, Verily, my Sabbaths ye shall keep, for 
it isa sign Toivo me and you throughout your 
generations.” As we see, there are two conflicting 
reasons given, and the question arises, Which is the 
correct one? As to the first, it is opposed to the 
leading fact of geology, which is emphatic in stating 
that the “heavens and the earth, and all that in them 
is,” were not created in six days. In regard to the 
second, it is binding only upon the Jews and can hav 
reference to no other nation. Coming down to the 
time of Christ, we will see whether he or the apostles 
enjoined or encouraged the observance ef the Sabbath 
as advocated by modern sticklers for that day. 
We may state to begin with, that nowhere within 
the lids of the New Testament is the idea hinted at. 
When the Ssbbatarian fanatics denounced Christ 
for healing on the Sabbath, he in turn denounced 
them as hypocrits (Luke xiii, 15-17), and at another 
place he said, “ The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath” (Mark ii, 27). Paul says: 
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath day” 
(Col. ii, 16). In Rom. xiv, 5, he again says: “One 
man esteemeth one day above another, another 
esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.” More than this, for 
more than three hundred years the Christian church 
did not keep the Sabbath. They ridiculed the 
thought. Justin Martyr, one of the ablest of the 
Christian fathers, in his controversy with Typho the 
Jew said: “ You, because you are idle for one day, 
suppose you are pious. Our God is not pleased with 
such observances. You see that the heavens are not 
idle, nor do they observe the Sabbath. Continue as 
you ate born. For before Abraham, there was no 
need of circumcision, nor of Sabbaths, nor of feasts, 
nor of offerings before Moses, so now, in a like man- 
ner, there is no need of them since Jesus Ohrist." 

Irer:eus, another Ohristian father, who wrote about 
the year 4. 180, said in his work against heretics, 
“ These things, therefore, which were given them for 
bondage, and for a sign to them, he [ Ohrist] canceled 
by a new covenant of liberty.” Eusebius, the 
“father of ecclesiastical history,” says, ‘They [the 
patriarchs] did not, therefore, observe the Sabbath, 
neither do we.” Another fact to be remembered is 
that the Jewish Sabbath was Saturday, while the 
Christian Sabbath is Sunday. Who had any author- 
ity to change the day? John E. Remeburg, of Oak 
Mills, Kan., has a standing reward of $100 to any- 
one who will show him one passage of scripture to 
justify this assumption. : 

We will close with a few quotations from some of 
the most eminent of Christian scholars and divines. 

Martin Luther said: “As regards the Sabbath, or 
Sunday, there is no necessity for keeping it. The 
Sabbath in no way pertained to the gentiles. It 
was not commanded to them nor observed by them. 
Paul and the apostles, after the gospel began to be 
preached and spread over the world, clearly released 
the people from.the observance of the Sabbath” 
(Works, vol. iii, page 73). 

“Tt is meet, therefore, that the keeping of the 
Sabbath giv place to the commodity and comfort of 
man” (Erasmus). 

“Since the Sabbath was originally an ordinance of 
the Mosaic law, since it was given to distinguish 
them from other nations, it follows that if those who 
liv under the gospel are emancipated from the law 
in general, least of all can they be bound by the Sab- 
bath " (John Milton). 

“The observance of Sunday is no more a natural 
duty than circumcision” (Bishop Warburton). 

William Paley, from whose works ministers draw 
their stock-in-trade arguments in defense of their 
religion, has said: “If. the command by which the 
Sabbath was instituted be binding among Christians, 
it must be binding as to the day, the duties, and the 
penalty, in none of which is it received. The ob- 
gervance of Sunday was not one the articles enjoined 
by the apostles.” 

Jeremy Taylor, the learned divine of the Church of 
England, said: “ The Lord's day did not succeed in 
place of the Sabbath, but the Sabbath was wholly 
abrogated.” 

We think we hav given enough evidence to show 
that there can be no Bible authority for the observ- 
ance of Sunday as the Sabbath Association of Des 
Moines would hav it, and if they can giv any to re- 
fute it, they should proceed to do so. i 

Des Moines, Ta. FRANKLIN TEINER. 

——— db 9D 


Spiritualism. 


The people of Portland hav been entertained for 
the last few weeks by the discourses of Moses Hull, 
whose political and economic ideas are very lofty 


and admirable, and for whom I entertain the most. 


Kindly feelings and respect. But his ghost stories 
to me seem very amusing, not to say absurd. That 
absurd or illogical stories or theories should be 
given greater credit or accepted because of coming 
from Mr. Hull, is not in accord with our modern 
ideas. The time is past when theories, or even state- 


pg NENNEN M nn A C cncccdl 


menta of so-called facts, must be accepted or given 
credence merely on authority or because of coming 
from some eminent source. Nothing should be ac- 
cepted, no matter from what source it may come, 
unless it can stand the test of reason and fulfill the 
requirements of practical demonstration. Disregard- 
ing, then, the source of theory or story, we only.ask, 
but decidedly ask, for reasonable proof, for evidence 
that will stand the test of criticism and conform to 
the rules of testimony. Every system of supernat- 
uraliam with which I am acquainted endenvors to 
establish its authenticity and make converts by the 
reciting of stories. That great systemof supernat- 
uralism known as the Christian religion or church 
has for over a thousand years been telling snake and 
fish stories in proof of its divine origin. A great 
deal of the success of the Methodist church is no 
doubt due to its constant rehearsal of graveyard - 
stories. And now comes modern Spiritualism, claim- 
ing superiority to all other systems of supernatural- 
ism—claiming freedom of thought and the breaking 
of mental chains—seeking to establish itself by 
ghost stories. Snake and fish story tellers hav, to 
say the least, a foundation for their tales. Not so 
with the ghostites. Snakes we hav seen, and fish; 
ghosts, never. And before our good friends, the 
Spiritualists, can expect us to believe stories concern- 
ing the spirits, they must establish the fact that spir- 
its exist. The telling of stories concerning the spir- 
its, and what they do to prove their existence, is too 
much like wearing a pair of boots awhile in order to 
make them large enough to pull on. 

We hav seen snakes and we hav seen fish, and 
when a man tells something unreasonable about 
either we can only question his veracity, the acute- 
ness of his observations, or the reliability of his sources 
of information. But when a story is told about 
ghosts—I use the word ghosts in preference to spir- 
its, as I know that there are such things as spirits 
and some of the uses to which they are put—my 
first question is, What is a ghost? just as I would 
demand to see the fish that weighs five hundred 
pounds and swallows steamers. Show me the ghost. 
That “it is the immortal part of man” is no answer. 
Is there no immortal part to the other animals inhab- 
iting this globe? But conceding it to be the immor- 
tal part of man, whence came it? Anything that has 
a beginning must of necessity hav an end. Immor- 
tal means never ending, deathless. If the ghost of 
man cannot die, then of necessity it never began to 
liv. Where were all the countless millions of ghosts 
during all the eons of ages that had elapsed before 
man’s appearance in the arena of existence? Before 
“almighty God” had established this little “ work- 
shop for the manufacture of man,” where were the 
countless ghosts that were to animate these men and 
what were they doing? A blissful state of igno- 
rance they must hav enjoyed, for we know that all 
our knowledge is gathered from the experience of 
the race since its evolution from lower types. And 
if it is claimed that the ghost part of man has not 
always existed, the question arises, When does the 
ghost part of man begin to exist, and how? When 
does the ghost part enter the physical man and from 
whence comes it? If a ghost is an aggregation of 
particles of matter, then, in common with all other 
material forms, it must come to an end. 

And Spiritualists should bear in mind that it is 
absolutely necessary to show that this is merely a 
continustion of a former immortal existence, before 
it can be established that there is a future immortal 
continuation of this existence. Taking as I do the 
negativ, it is not in my province to prove, but to 
ask for and examin the proofs and evidences on 
which Spiritualism rests. These evidences I find to 
be principally ghost stories, and are consequently of 
but little value until the existence of the ghosts has 
been proved. But let us look at one or two and see 
how reasonable or logical they may be. Mr. Hull 
said he had argued with disembodied ghosts to 
prove to them that they no longer continued to exist 
in a corporal or physical body, and found it difficult 
to convince them. I greatly wondered how the 
ghosts could possibly be ignorant of their decease, 
and got no clue to the solution of the problem until 
one night at the Salvation Army meeting I heard a 
poor man tell how he had loafed around, had no 
special object in life and no particular place to stay. 
He would fish a little and sell the fish in Chinatown, 
and dodge his creditors, thus avoiding the payment. 
of board and supplying himself with liquor. Sup- 
pose he had died? His ghost might hav been loaf- 
ing around the docks and selling fish to Chinamen 
(provided the fish would bite at a phantom worm on 
an immaterial hook and the immaterial line would 
hav pulled it out), receiving joss paper therefor. 
This would explain how the Chinamen can afford to 
sell fish so cheap, and what they do with so much 
joss paper. For my part, I could not be out of this 
body many minutes without knowing it (provided I 
knew anything), for when I met friends on the street 
and they did not answer when I spoke to them, I 
would try and find out why they did not speak. Or 
when Saturday came and I could not find any dollars 
and cents, cold, hard silver, in my pockets, if I had 
any pockets, with which to pay my boarding-madam, 
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and she would not take the phantom money I offered, 
or pay any attention, I would surely think it so 
queer that I would try and discover a cause for such 
a strange state of affairs. It is beyond the power of 
my mind to conceive of anyone going ont of these 
present conditions and ouf of this body without 
knowing it.or soon finding it out, provided his con- 
sciousness continued as before. But we hav no 
scientific or satisfactory evidence that there is any 
thought or consciousness separate from brain action. 
In fact, all the evidences on this subject strongly 
point the other way. Everyone has noticed that a 
blow on the head stupefies the person struck, and s 
heavy enough blow will cause absolute cessation of 
thought; the reason being that the concussion of 
the blow on the skull causes a weakening or total 
suspension of the brain action, indicating that thought 
is dependent upon brain action for its existence. 
When the skull is broken and pressed down on the 
brain, thus interfering with its action, the thought is 
broken, incoherent, and uncertain, which fact points 
unmistakably to the conclusion that without free and 
unimpaired brain action the thought cannot be free 
or reliable. Diseases of the brain cause imbecility, 
insanity, and idiocy. This plainly shows that with- 
out a healthy brain there can be no healthy thought. 
In fact, upon the condition of the brain depends the 
force aad quality of the thought. A year or so sgo 
I read of an ex United States soldier who had been 
to all appearances hopelessly insane since struck on 
the head by a piece of flying bomb. But upon a 
surgeon, who knew his business, lifting the depressed 
skull from his brain, he immediately regained con- 
sciousness, but had no recollection whatever of the 
intervening time, although more than twenty years 
had elapsed. Where had his ghost been, and what 
had it been thinking of, all the years, that it should 
hav no recollection of what had happened? Perhaps, 
with Rip Van Winkle, it had been sleeping in the 
Catskills. Curious coincidence that it should wake 
and call around just as the brain again became able 
to operate ! ; l 

A similar incident occurred during the bombard- 
ment of Alexandria. A man in the rigging of an 
English man-of-war was asked a question and began 
to reply, ‘‘ Just ahead,” but at this juncture a piece 
of shell struck him in the forehead, and he very nat- 
urally quit speaking. He was taken to England, 
where the shell was removed from his brain, where- 
upon he immediately finished his reply, “ Sir, a little, 
a little to the port, sir,” thus clearly showing that, 
although the thought had been formed, it could not 
be expressed without brain action, and that the 
brain commenced its work of forming and express- 
ing thought exactly where it had left it off by in- 
ability to act. These evidences, I contend, point un- 
mistakably to the conclusion that there is no thought 
without brain action. Without thought there can 
be no intelligence, and as the brain is material, ma- 
terial is necessary to intelligence. How, then, can 
an immaterial something, ghost or spirit, be intelli- 

ent? 
E We close, then, by again asking Spiritualists to 
prove the existence of spirits, and, when that is done, 
by telling from whence these spirits come ; when and 
how they enter the body; how they hav employed 
the past ages, and how those unembodied will em- 
ploy the ages to come before they enter some human 
form, and how they can think without a material 


brain. Then Materialists might listen respectfully. 


to their ghost stories, if it was not so much like the 
two men who went to dig clams, but found that the 
tide was in, when one remarked to the other that it 
was against the law to dig clams while the tide was 
in. “How is that?" said the other. “The law of 
nature, of course,” replied the first one. And so it 
seems to us very much against the law to go to the 
dead for information or knowledge. And it is abso- 
lutely useless to tell ghost stories until the existence 
of the ghost is first established. Henry ADDIS. 
Portland, Ore.  . 


———— a a 9—— — — ——- 
Godology. 


It is common to hear professed Christians boasting 
of the consistency of their religion, and insisting 
that its teachings are so plain that the “wayfaring 
man, though a fool, could not err therein.” It is the 
object of this article to present a few thoughts touch- 
ing the prime factor in their philosophy, “ godology," 
and to ascertain, if possible, whether the claims held 
by its devoted aspirants are in accord with the dem- 

- onstrated truths of science, or whether they agree 
with the known principles of reason or common 
sense. It is assumed that a God possessed of infinit 
intelligence has existed from eternity, and that at 
some time in the past he brought into existence all 
else that exists. Now the first question I wish to 
ask is, in what does intelligence consist? Does it 
not necessarily consist of thought, in a reflection of 

' the mind upon something? Can you conceive of any 


such thing as intelligence without thought? And |. 


can you think of any such thing as thought without 
an object or subject—without something to excite 
thought or think about? Since this is logically im- 
possible I would ask, What constituted God an intel- 


ligent being, and about what did he think during 
that period prior to the creation, in which, and during 
Mit. ae was nothing in existence about which 
io think ? 


hav existed from eternity as an intelligent or 
thinking being, something must hav existed from | 
eternity about which to think. Now, if something 
existed from eternity (which we see it did) in order 
to constitute God eternally a thinking being, it must 
be evident to the dullest comprehension that God 
did not make that something. Who, then, did make 
it? Oould it hav been made at all? Since, then, 
something certainly did exist to some extent, and 
which God did not make—since something certainly 
did exist at least to a finite extent—why may not 
something hav existed to an infinit extent? 
may not all the matter composing the boundless 
universe hav existed from eternity ? 
extent that something may hav existed, whether to 
8 finite or infinit extent, it-is reasonable to suppose 
that it must hav been possessed of some qualities or 
of some properties. 
is inconceivable spart from matter, how do we 
know thst force is not a property of matter and co- 
existent with it? How do we know, then. that the 
process of formation, of dissolution, and reformation, 
is not an eternal process? 
the more we prove in an argument, the better it is 
for the argument. 
ist lays his foundation in matter, the existence of 
which is not disputed. He sees matter and he 
knows that it exists. 
structible by any known prccess, and he therefore 
logically assumes that it is eternal. 
to demonstrate the existence of matter ; and logically 
infers, and hence assumes, its eternity. 
it with the Theist ? 
his basis, not being able. to prove the existence of 
his God, he is driven to assume his existence, and 
then to assume that he, all out of nothing, created 
the boundless universe, than which there could not 
be a greater absurdity. . 


It is evident, ther, that, in order that God could 


Why 


To whatever 


Since, then, what we call force 


The less we assume and 


Now, let us see. The Material- 


He also sees that it is inde- 
Thus he is able 


But how is 
Not being able to demonstrate 


One of the most specious though fallacious argu- 
menis presented by theologians is that founded upon 
the theory of design. The point argued is that the 
qualities of beauty, order, harmony, eteo., existing in 
the affairs of nature beer evidences of design, and 
that therefore nature must hav had an intelligent 
author: Now, since nature Pa these qualities, 
and if nature therefore had an intelligent author, it 
is reasonable to suppose that that author would 
necessarily hav to be possessed of these qualities to 
an equally great if not infinitly greater degree than 
that of the works of his hands. Now, if it is the 
beauty, harmony, eto., existing in nature that proves 
that nature hed an intelligent author, must not 
that infinitly greater beauty, order, harmony, ete., 
possessed by nature’s author still more definitly 
prove that nature’s author must hav had an ante- 
cedent ? 

And so that antecedent he, or if, if you please, 
must hav been preceded by a still more remote 
cause, and so on ad injinitum. 

Thus if we admit one God to account for cer- 
tain qualities existing in nature, we are bound to 
admit another to account for the existence of 
these qualities in nature’s author. Thus if we hav 
a million gods, or a hundred millions, we would 
always be entitled to one more to bring our last 
god into existence and to endow him with these 
qualities. — 

Is it not far more plausible, then, to suppose 
that nature is self-existent and automatic; that 
matter is eternal, and possesses the inherent 
powers of its own operations, rather than assume 
the existence of that of which, should it really 
exist, we could hav no conception *. I do not deny 
the existence of a God, but I do deny the exist- 
ence of any plausible evidence to be deduced from 
nature proving the existence of such a being. 
Why, the very description given of him sinks him 
into nothingness— without body, parts, or pas- 
sions, boundless, formless, shadowless," :etc.; de- 
prives him of all entity and renders him a being 
of the imagination alone. Persons who profess to 
know the most about “gods” usually possess a 
very limited knowledge of nature. But we are 
happy in the thought that knowledge is every day 
gaining ground, and will ere long supersede the 
darkness of superstition. Science will dispel the 
gloom and illuminate the world, the gods will 
retire and man will be free. P. H. MoOnosxx. 


This is. to certify that Brother P. H. McCrosky, of 
Degraff, Logan county, O., has this day been appointed and 
licensed by the Society of Moralists at Hannibal, Mo., with 
whom he holds his membership, to lecture in behalf of the 
order of Brotherhood of Moralists, and to organize branch 
societies thereof. A. R. Ayrus, Superintendent. 

. F. H. Rav, Secretary. 


I mare short account of neuters and geldings, and 


favor men and women fully equipt, 
And beat the gong of revolt, and stop with fugitive 
and them that plot and conspire.— Whitman. 


of the alleged crucifixion. 
Joseph P. Bradley, of the United States Supreme 
Court, endeavored to solve the problem by astronom- 
ical calculation, and his conclusion was as follows: 


How and When Did Jesus Die? 
The notion that Jesus did not die on the cross 


was entertained by the late La Roy Sunderland as 
far back as 1863, when he wanted to print an article 
on the subject in the Herald of Progress, but did 
not get it in. 


And now a Dr. Clark, in the Medical Review, 


thinks he has shown pretty conclucivly that Jesus 
revived in the cool tomb, made his escape, and lin- 
pora out his few remaining days among his trusted 
riende. ^ 


This ingenious solution of the mystery of the res- 


urrection is based on what Dr. Cierk considers as 
the unquestionable credibility, in all essential par- 
ticulare, of the trial, crucifixion, interment, and re- 
appearance of Jesuse— facts as assured to my mind,” 
=e the dcctor, “as the taking of Jerusalem by 

itus. : 


The siege of Jerusslem is too well attested to be 


doubted. The details are given by the Jewish his- 
torian Josephus. 
temporary Jewish or pagan writer has recorded a 
word about the life and death of Jesus. 


But neither he nor any other con- 


Furthermore, it is impossible to ascertain the year 
Seversl years ago Judge 


There were only three years from A.D. 27 to A.D. 36 in- 


clusiv, in which the 1st of Nisan, and consequently the 15th 
of Nisan, happened on Friday, and these were A.D. 27, 30, 
and 38, the last of which is very doubtful. 
ion could not hav happened before A.D. 28, and probably not 
later than A.D. 81. Therefore the year 30 is the only one 
which satisfies all the conditions of the problem. It does 
satisfy them, because it givs opportunity for Jesus to teach 
publicly for about three years and to attend three passovers 
during his ministry, or four, according as it commenced be- 
fore or after Apri] 3 A.D. 27. Now, since in a p. 39 the 1st 
of Nisan fell on Friday, the 24th of March, the 15th fell on 
Friday, the 7th of April, which was the day of the crucifixion. 


But the crucifix- 


Accepting the truth of the statement that the 


passover full moon in the year 30 fell on Friday, 
April 7:h, and carrying out the calculations for the 
five suceeeding years, we hav the following table of 


paseovers : l 
A.D. 30, April 7, Friday. 
* 31, March 27, Monday. 
* 832,-April 15, “ 
“ 33, * 6. Saturday. 
* 84 “ 23, Friday. 
* 85, “18, Wednesday. 
The early fathers are unanimous in placing the 


crucifixion in the year 29. But they were all mis- 
taken. If the passover full moon was on Friday, 
April 7, 4 ». 30 then in the preceding year it was on 


Sunday, April 17th, or Monday, April 18th. If we 
had the exact hour of the full moon April 7, AD. 30, 
we could ascertain to a certainty the parsover days 
in all the other years, remembering that the Jewish 
day began at sunset. As it is, there may be a varia- 
tion of a day in any of the above calculations. 

But when it is demonstrated that the only year 
when the crucifixion could hav occurred was 4 p. 30, 
let it be known that the Jewish passover was never 
celebrated on Friday, and that no culprit was ever 
tried or executed on the great passover day. 

Therefore there was no Christ crucificd under 
Pontius Pilate, but & hundred years before there was 
a Jesus stoned end hanged on the day before the 
passover or the Sabbatb, and that was the Jesus 
preached by Paul in Damascus prior to 62 B 0., when 
Aretas, king of Arabia Petres, held the government 
of that city. The governor under King Aretas 
sought to apprehend Paul as a disturber of the 
peace, and he escaped by being let down through a 
window by the wall in a basket (2 Cor. xi. 32). 

The Rev. John W. Chadwick has recently 
attempted to fix the date of the crucifixion about 
mid-April in the year 35. That would be Wednesday, 
April 13th, when the passover occurred in that year. 
But if ever Jesus was crucified, as described in the 
gospels, it was on Friday. So therefore the year 35 
is out of the question. . : 

Mr. Chadwick truly says that the whole career or 
ministry of Jesus was comprised within the limits of 
a year, as described by the first three evangeliste, 
and that John’s statements to the contrary cannot 
be harmonized with the other gospels. But this is 
not the worst contradiction of the four gospels. 
The first three describe the crucifixion as occurring 
on the great passover day, while Jobn distinctly 
fixes the event on the day before the passover and 
the Sabbath.. ANTIOBRIST. 


— a a ,9———————— 


I nav just been reading Drapers ^ Conflict Be- 
tween Religion and Science,” and, upon the whole, 
I like the modesty of Science as against the solemn 
atrogance of Religion. The one, while knowing 
much, modestly confesses its ignorance; the other, 
knowing nothing, professes to know everything. — 
Frederick Douglas. 
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The Ethieal Soeieties Convention. 
` The fourth annual convention of the societies 
for ethical culture was held in this city, beginning 
December 5th, in the Workingman’s school, on 
Fiity-fourth street. Thirty-eight delegates were 
present, twenty-two of whom reside in this city. 


" The societies represented were those of New 


` and Cornell University: 


York, Ohicago, Philadelphia, Si. Louis, London, 
The New York society 
numbers six hundred members, and owns the 
building in which the delegates met. Reports 
were made of the work of the various societies, 
which is chiefly to instil ethical teaching in schools 
aud churches. The report from the Chicago society 
was that it is doing “ what it can to enlighten the 
thought of the pulpit.” : 

The interest in the convention centered upon the 
recommendations of Professor Adler upon various 


_ topics, one of which was the relations of the ethical 


societies to the church. On this subject the pro- 
fessor said: "In how far can we, do we, take the 
place of the church in regard to the more external 
acts of the consecration of marriage and burial of 
the dead? Especially of the former, hav not some 
of our societies been lax in claiming their right from 
the respectiv states in which they are located? 
Should not they be prodded by us to tske action so 
their Jeaders and teachers may be enabled to dis- 
charge this beautiful and solemn function? Every 
church has s ritual partly fixed, partly variable. 
Can we not hav an ethical ritual, the objecta of 
"which might be to remind us of those principles 
which we believe in, of those duties which we agree 
in regarding as most binding and sacred? Such 
weekly reminders, coming into our lives like the 
sounds of a bell, would surely be of assistance, and 
would increase the value and add to the dignity of 
our Sunday exercises.” “In conclusion,” ssid Pro. 
fessor Adler, toward the end cf his address, “I feal 
like pronouncirg the words cf an orthodox benedic- 
tion, ‘May the Holy Spirit be with us in our deliber- 


ations.’ We are met here for a holy object. Let us 
address ourselvs to this object in a sacred spirit. 
Let us keep our eyes steadily fixed on the main prob- 
lems. Let us refrain from enlarging on matters 
irrelevant or of minor importance. Let us corfirm 
among ourselvs the sense of unity of brotherhood, 
that we may go forth at the end of this convention, 
each to his separate field of work, rich in new thought 
and new impulse, with larger courage and deeper 
devotion to the common cause in which we all are 
alike enlisted.” 

Another important subject was the establishment 
of a Summer Sshool of Hihies. 
Adler offered some resolutione, which were adopted, 
as follows: 


** Resolved, That the union of ethical societies sanctions 
the project of a summer school of ethics, provided that it be 


conducted on the following-principles : 
** Tt shall be pledged to no opinion or school of opinions. 


t It shall offer a free fleld and no favor to every scientific 


treatment of the subject within its curriculum. 
t: It shall be divided into three departments : 
** First: A department of economics and social reforms, 


in which instruction shall be given on such subjects as the 


history of ccóperation abroad and in the United States; 


bistory of poor laws, the tramp question, workingmen's 
homes, with an account of French, English, German, and 
American experiments in improving them; history of the 
temperance movement, an account of state Socialism as it is 


being applied at present in Germany, etc. 


tt Second : A department of ethics proper, in which special 
attention shall be given to the subject of the moral instruc- 
tion of the young. In this department & normal class shall 


be formed for the training of teachers of morality. Also, 
lectures shall be given on the development of ethical thought 
and the history of ethical systems. 

** Third: A department of comparativ religion. In this 
department lectures shall be given on the history and 
prilosophy of all the great religions of the world; also spe- 
cial efforts shall be made to include in the staff of lecturers 
leading representativs of the Catholic, Protestant, and Jew- 
ish theology, in order that these systems may be fully and 
fairly set forth by those who are convinced of their truth. 
It is a weakness of the present methods of theological train- 


ing that the views of opponents are exhibited through the 


colored glass of sectarian prepossession. The proposed 
department of comparativ religion isa sincere attempt to 
expand the horizon of the religious teacher by enabling him 
to study the various systems of religious belief as expounded 
by the believers in them, and thus to create an opportunity 
for every shade and mode of religious faith to reveal itself 
in its strength and weakness before the earnest and impar- 
tial seeker after truth. 

** Resolved, That the executiv committee of the Union of 
Ethical Societies be empowered to raise the sum of $4,000 
for the support of the summer school during a period of one 
year. 

** Resolved, That the executiv committee of the Union of 
Ethical Societies be instructed to hand over the management 
of the projected school to a committee of nine, of which 
three shall be members of the Fraternity of Ethical Lect- 
urers.” 


The discussion upon these points shows that, out- 
side of New York, the societies are still partly Ohris- 
tian, with a most tender regard for the church. The 
St. Louis society “instructs” its young members by 
telling them stories from the Old Testament, and 
Mr. Williams, of Philadelphia, thought the societies, 
neither individually nor as a whole, should do any- 
thing to antagonize unnecessarily the church, as the 
defiant declarations of principles of some do at the 
very start. He went so far as to ssy that the ethical 
societies cught not to meet on Sunday because their 
services conflicted with those of the church. The 
other speakers, among whom were Dr. Abbott of 
Plymouth church and Heber Newton, favored the 
summer school principally, it appeared, because the 
clergy could go there and learn something about 
ethics. 

Professor Adler, however, had more confidence 
in ethics than his brethren. He protested particu- 
larly against the utterances of the Philadelphia rep- 
resentativ, saying the Ethical Society takes the place 
of the church for those who are churchless, so that 
there was no question of the services conflicting. 
Continuing he said that, on the idea that the society 
was a substitute for the church, he had culled ethical 
passages from the “Imitation of Christ,” and from 
the writings of Epictetus and Seneca, to serve for 
public and private devotional reading. Acting on 
ihis ides, he moved that the Fraternity of Lecturers 
be instructed to consider the subject of an ethical 
ritual, and prepare a specimen of one for the consider- 
ation of the next convention. The motion prevailed 
with the amendment that the sample be prepared at 
least two months before the convention meet, BO 
that the delegates might get acquainted with it. 

The ethical societies, it seems to us, are making 


Upon this Professor 


ihe error that all reformers do who cater to Chris- 
tianity. They ought to know by this time that how- 
ever reform and the Christian religion may be forced 
to agree theoretically, practically they oan never 
unite. Even two societies with common objects so 
identical as those of the American Secular Union and 
the political society of the Seventh Day Advent- 
ists must work separately. The people composing 
them are of diffzrent mental habits, are animated by 
different motivs, and respond to different appeals. 
Professor Corliss, the Seventh Day Adventist repre- 
sentativ at the Secular Union’s late congress, recog- 
nized this, and said in his address that union would 
be impossible—the two classes could never work har- 
moniously. And the same view of the Ethical Soci- 
ety's invitation to the clergy to attend their school 
and obtain wisdom is taken by the chief organ of the 
Methodist church, the largest Protestant body in the 
country. “The evangelical clergyman,” says the 
Advocate, “who goes to Felix Adler for instruction 
in his work should do so understanding that Mr. 
Adler is without faith in a personal God or in immor- 
tality. He is essentially what may be called a phil- 
anthropic Secularist, who is not at all occupied with 
thoughts of the kingdom of Ohrist or of God, but 
finding himself in the universe tries to make the 
situation of things as tolerable as possible. Evan- 
gelieal clergymen would do well to study social prob- 
lems as citizens. The Christian method of elevating 
mankind is first to bring men into the kingdom of 
God; when that is done and they are properly 
instructed, they will become honest, frugal, philan- 
thropio, intelligent, patriotic, and will be sustained 
in all these qualities by the hope of securing the 
approbation of Christ, doing good to their fellow- 
men, and laying up tressures in heaven.” 

The human view of things taken by Professor 
Adler does not suit the church, which must elevate 
tte supernatural above man or lose its grip upon the 
people. In the autumn festival of the Working- 
man’s school, witnessed by the delegates to the con- 
vention, the central scene was a tableau by girls 
clothed in the colors of different nations rendering 
homage to the Genius of Humanity. Such humani- 
tarian views do not and cannot suit the churches, for 
they ignore the very basis of Christianity—the super- 
natural. As Dr. Lyman Beecher said when asked to 
pray at an antislavery meeting where the spesker was 
noted for his hostility to Christianity, * He does not 
worship my God, he will not trust in my savior, he 
spurns with contempt my Bible, and looks with dis- 
Gain upon my whole ministerial life. I will listen to 
him upon a secular platform, but will not invest it 
with unwelcome religious canctions.’ And how can 
the Ethical societies expect a different reply now to 
their overtures? It is not surprising that the relig- 
ious journal quoted adds: “ Let the Infidels work out 
their schemes if they can. The Christian minister 
should preach and practice the gospel ecclesiastically, 
doctrinally, prsctically, devotionally, and emotionally. 
If he ccoperates with Infidels, as he may hav occa- 
sion to do, in promoting temperance and philanthropy, 
he should do it as a citizen, and never ss a relig- 
ionist, lest the people should infer that he regards 
as of minor importance the spiritual revelation which 
be believes is the sole source of that godliness which 
has the promis of the life which now is, as well as of 
that which is to come.” 


This, we think, will be the reply of all the Obristian 
sects to overtures from the heretics. We do not be- 
lieve that even the western Unitarians would ecóp- 
erate with Infidels, though politically they may agree 
identically with them, and in their theories regarding 
the present and future very closely. There is an ex- 
clusivness, an I-am-holier-than-thou air, to the 
Christian sects, no matter how “liberal” their theol- 
ogy is, that prevents practical union. A Free- 
thought speaker will invariably offend the Obristian 
membership of any such temporary union, and a 
Obristian speaker disgusts the Freethinking member- 
ship by talking what to them is silly nonsense, It 
was so af the Secular Union congress: Professor 
Corliss and Rabbi Phillipson were aggrieved by con- 
temptuous references to the Bible, and they in turn 
wearied tbe Frecthinkers by their defense of that 
volume. Any such union, to suit either party, must 
be too one-sided to suit the other. 

Reeurring to tbis subject upon bis arrival home 
from tbe congress Mr. Watts said in his paper that 
he thought the ccooerstion of each party could be 
secured without sacrificing the main principle of 
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either, and promised to tell us how. Perhaps there | tribes of Christians in Africa hav become worshipers 


is wisdom enough in Canada to evolve a sufficient 
plan, but we doubt if there is in-the States. And 
until our Toronto friend shows us Christians and In- 
fidels ccoperating without friction in the Canadian 
Secular Union we shall continue to doubt the practi- 
eability of the scheme. And we shall also watch the 
establishment of the Ethical Summer School, and its 
endeavor to get the preachers therein, with interest, 
confident that the attempt will fail but ready to 
herald its success as one of those triumphs commonly 
regarded as impossible to all persons but the one in 
whose existence the members of Professor Adler's 
society do not generally believe. 
——— “dake commana! 


The Legal Suppression of Profanity. 


The mayor of Williamsport, Pa, has undertaken 
to stop public profanity in that city by ordering the 
policemen to arrest every person who uses profane 
or obscene language in the streets. So says the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

The statute of Pennsylvania against profanity is & 
curiosity from ancient drys, as follows : 

“If any person of the age of sixteen years or upwards 
shall profanely curse or swear by the name of God, Chriet 
Jesus, or the Holy Ghost, every person so offending, being 

: thereof convicted, shall forfeit and pay the sum of sixty- 
seven cents for every such profane curse or oath; and in 
case he or she shall refuse cr neglect to pay the said for- 
feiture, or goods and chattels cannot be found whereof to 
levy the same by distress, he or she shall be c8mmitted to 
the house of correction of the proper county not exceeding 
twenty-four hours for every such offense of which such per- 
son shall be convicted. And whosoever of the age of six- 
teen years or upwards shall curse or swear by any other 
name or thing than as aforesaid, and shall be convicted 
thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of forty cents for every 
such curse or oath; and in case such offender shall neglect 
or refuse to satisfy such forfeiture, or no goods or chattels 
can be found whereof to levy the same by distress, he or she 
shall be committed to the house of correction of the proper 
county, not exceeding twelve hours, for every such offense.” 


The Christian Statesman, in its ignorance, con- 
founds this section of the blasphemy laws with the 
one aimed at blasphemy as an offense against Chris- 
tianity, punishable by a fine of $100 and three 
months’ imprisonment, and says: “ Profanity, there- 
fore, is not mere!y a personal vice. It has important 
bearings on the public welfare. The state bas a 
right to suppress it as a publie evil. The failure to 
do so brings guilt on the nation, exposing it to the 
inevitable judgments of God. It is matter both for 
astonishment and for alarm, that tbe laws agsinst 
blasphemy are to go large an extent a dead letter on 
our statute books. Judicious efforts for the enforce- 
. ment of these laws, preceded by whatever enlighten- 
ment of the public mind and appeals to the public 
conscience might be thought proper in each com- 
munity, were among the measures commended to 
the loca] National Reform committees, recently 
formed in Columbia, Montour, and Northumberland 
counties, in this state." If every Pennsylvania Obris- 
tian who uses profane Janguage were to be .impris- 
oned for the cffsnre they would hav to be taken on 
the installment plan, for there are not enough houses 
of correction in tke state to hold s thousandth part 
at one time. And “the inevitable judgment of 
God" must be very slow in arriving or tho state 
would long ago hav been condemned. 

——— —— ooo 


Christianity, Mohammedanism, Buddhism. 


_A fact that keen observers and calculators hav 
pretty well impressed on candid and reading Ohris- 
tians of late, is that the religion of the latter is be- 
ing so outstripped in missionary propagation by 
Mohammedanism that it bids fair to dwindle into 
insignificant proportions. © 

.In the first place, Mohammedan missionaries hay 
made large conversions of negro tribes in Africa, 
against exceedingly smal] conquests by the Christian 
agents. In thirty years ten thousand of the former 
hav been dispatched to preach the Koran, and many 
tribes hav acceded to their gospel. 

Avd in the second place, leaving the question of 
proselytes from other religions to Christianity or to 
Buddhism, and considering the number of the Ohris- 
tians themsgelvs who hav been converted to Moham- 
medanism and against them the Mohammedans who 
hav been converted to Ohristisnity, we find a yet 
greater preponderance of the faith of A'lah For 
while there bas not been during the. presen’ century 
a single Mohammedan convert fo Christianity, many 


of the Arabian prophet. 

In the great religion of Indie, too—Buddhism— 
there is growth of a movement to send out mission- 
aries, who will probably hav success equal to that 
of “the other rival of Christianity above mentioned. 

It is, indeed, intended to send many of these lat- 
ter to Europe and America to enlighten the Christian 
heathen of those countries. This design interests 
us considerably, and we would willingly see it joined 
in also by the faith first spoken of above. For there 
are good features both in the doctrin of Mohammed 
and in that of Buddha which are Jacking in that of 
this land, and their exhibition here would help in 
the work cf showing our pietists how defectiv and 
condemnable is their system. “The Mohemmedan 
is surprised to find societies for the protection of 
animals in this Christian country, and lifts up his 
eyebrows and says that no one dreams of being 
cruel to & brute in his land, because the Koran for- 
bids it.” Likewise is he shocked at the drunken- 
ness of the followerg of Christ. His own creed for- 
bids the use of liquor. The contrast between the 
effect of his doctrin and thet of Christianity is well 
seen in the comparativ prosperity of African tribes 
who hav become converted to the former and tribes 
who hav given allegiance to the latter. The Ohris- 
tian tribes hav been almost ruined by liquor-drinking. 
They hav fallen from whatever habits of industry 
and order they before possessed, to hopeless sloth 
snd vagabondage. On the other hand, the districts 
where Mobammedanism has been embraced show 
sobriety, endeavor, and surprising advance. Neigh- 
borhoods which under Christian permission of 
drink had almost sunk into bestial anarchy hav 
been reclaimed to rule and prosperity by the 
intervention of Mohammedanism. These superior 
merits of Mohammedanism, snd others, could be 
held up to the view of chagrined Christians by Isla- 
mitic missionaries, to the good of both. And the 
Buddhist propagandists can lay before us equal su- 
periorities, and do equal benefit. ‘Also, their agita- 
tion would doubtless draw into discussion yet 
further than at present, the question whether Chris 
tianity was not copied from their faith. 

And then, too, it is well, while we hav any relig- 
ion at all in the United States, to hav it of as many 
kinds ss possible. One religion does not receive 
much contradiction, while many are perpetually coun- 
terspeaking and exposing one another. Oae relig. 
ion can get control of the state and hey its oaths 
and holidays and tax exemptions established, but if 
half the Christians in America could be exchanged 
for Mohammedans and Buddhists ard a few more 
breeds of delusionists, Infidels might mske up with 
them a sufficient number of dissenters to topple 


Christian intolerance from its throne. 
-o 


Editorial Notes. 


A CERIYsTIAN paper says Chaplain McCabe sent the following 
letter to Colonel Ingersoll : 


“DEAR COLONEL; Ten years ago you made the following predio, 
tion: * Ten years from this time two theaters will be built for one 
church.’ The time is up. The Methodists are now building four 
churches every day—one every six hours. Please venture upon an- 
other prediction for the year 1900.” 


The Ladies’ News comments thuswise: 


* We do not suppose he will venture another prediction. He has 
geen the power of those who put their strength im the Lord. The 
Philistines may bring forth Goliaths, but there are Davids to-day 
who are strong and able to slay the enemies of God and the 
church. To do this, they must march boldly, trusting in his 
strength, and hearing constantly the words, ‘Lo, Iam with you 
always?” 

The substance of Chaplain McCabe’s alleged letter was 


published in the Chicago Jnier-Ocean. Colonel Ingersoll 


wrote to the editor of that paper: 

' A 'olipping was shown me to-day from your paper, in which it 
is stated : j 

“1. That ten years ago I made a prediction that ten years from 
that time two theaters would be built for one church; and 

“9. That Chaplain MeOabe had written me a letter calling my 
attention to the prediction, and stating that the Methodists were 
building four churches a day. 

“There are two mistakes in this article: First, I never made the 
prediction ; and second, I never received any letter from Chaplain 
MoOabe on the subjett. With these exceptions the article is 
correct R. G. INGEBSOLL." 


Thus is the ** truth of history” again illustrated ! 


Henry M. Taser, a prominent merchant of this city, has 
forwarded the subjoined letter to Senator Frank Hiscock 
protesting against the enactment of the Breckinridge Sun- 
day Rest bill into law. We hope that a great many more 
New Yorkers will follow the example, not forgetting Sen- 
ator William M. Evarts and the representativs from the 
various districts of the state. Good representativa from this 
city to write to are Amos J. Cummings and Roswell P. 


Fiower, who are men of influence: 
tt Deo. 10, *890. 
* Hon. FnA*x Hiscox., Dear Str: i hav been aaked to write to 


you with my opinion (which is important only as au integral part 
a 


of the six millions of psople which you are representing) of what 
is known ak the Breckinridge Suaday Rast bill. 

“JT am opposed to it, for the reason that it is not in conformity 
with that principle of jastice, which inheres in the political postu- 
late— no union of church and state ’—which, though theoretically 
acknowledged throughout the country, is, I regret to say, far 
from being practiced. 

“I maintain that Congress has no right to pass any law, in the 
interest of any religion, which makes it à penal offense for you or 
me to attend to any business that we mav choose to attend to on 
any day. Passlaws8 making Sunday a holiday, if you will (a4me as 
January 1st, or July 4th), leaving it optional with citizens to em- 
ploy the hours of such days as their own consciences may dictate. 
But there ia not only evident a great injustice in any law of Con- 
gress which makes any day a holy day, but it certainly contravenes 
not only the spirit, but the letter, of the Constitution. 

“ The language of the bill in question is my warrant for saying 
that Congress is asked to pass a bill making the observance of a 
certain day a religious duty. True, the phrases used are so ingen- 
iouely wrought as not to make use of the words ‘ holy’ or *relig- 
ious,’ but the intent is, of course, apparent enough in the sen'ence 
t conscientiously believe in and observe . . asa day of rest, 

“ Anyone who is familiar with the last fifteen hundred years of 
history of the intolerance, the bigotry, the bickerings, the perse- 
cutions, the cruelties, the untold millons of martyrs, whose ashes 
were scattered over, or whose blood has saturated. almost every 
portion of the soil of Furope~because the church persisted in 
fastening itself upon the state—cannot fail, it s»ems to me, to 
exert every effort possible to prevent even a semblance of church 
control in the affairs of state in this country. 


“ Yours truly, Hexty M. TABER.” 


A Wats monk called Father Ignatius is at present mak- 
ing Christianity ridiculous in this city by conducting a re- 
vival in various halls and churches. In one of his sermons he 
revealed the depth of his religion by thundering forth: * God 
has a perfect right to cast me into eternal hell and to torture 
me with the flames forever if I do not accept the mercy he 
hath extended toward me. It would not be inconsistent 
with bis justice to torture me. There must be a hell if a 
being endowed with a free will makes use of his freedom to 
trample the love of his savior under his feet, crucify him 
afresh, and put him to an open shame. My conscience tells 
me that hell is not bad enough for one who can do this; and 
the Holy Spirit who convinces me of this, of my guilt and of 
the justice of hell, convinces me of the infinit love of God in 
offering the perfect righteousness of his son for our redemp- 
tion.” In another sermon he showed his appreciation of the 
intelligence of his audience by telling this time-worn, moss. 
grown, worm-eaten, threadbare yarn: ‘‘I must tell you of 
the miracle which was performed through God’s mercy in 
Chickering Hall on Sunday night. One of the congregation 
was an Infidel, a blasphemer, who had lived for twerty-one 
years in blasphemy and vice; he had often dared God to 
strike him dead. You remember how beautifully the Holy 
Ghost was poured out upon us that night. How we saw 
that the same almighty hand which guided the planets in 
their courses, tinged the violet snd taught the bird now to 
seek its food; how we saw God everywhere and saw how he 
rendered all his creatures happy except the man who mis. 
used his free will to refuse the happiness offered him. Well, 
this man, who was the worst man I ever heard; whose sins 
Icould not mention here they are so vile, this blasphemer 
for twenty-one years, found himself convinced of his enor- 
mous guilt, aud, although that night he felt only that he 
would be damned forever, on Monday the walls of his de- 
spair and unbelief and sin fal! down like those of Jericho, 
and he accepted Jesus. This desperate, blaspheming Infi- 
del and debauchee, who for twenty-one years was dead in 
sin, has now the life of Jesus in his soul. This Lazarus has 
been resurrected from a moral death of twenty-one years, 
although he was stinking with sin.” ; 


Tur American Sabbath Union congress, held in Philadel- 
phia last week, was not a very harmonious body. Mr. 
Wilbur F. Crafts, the field secretary, was the disturbing ele- 
ment, and in the language of the politicians, he had it in for 
Elliott F. Shepard, the president of the organization. At 
the opening of the congress the delegates possessed circu- 
lars issued by Mr. Crafts headed, ‘‘ First Pure, then Pesce- 
able.” The circular did not quote Mr. Vanderbilt’s opinion 
of Mr. Shepard, but it opposed his reélection as president, 
declaring that because he was rich and generous was not 
reason enough why he should hav a third term. It charged 
him with being too intensely identified with party politics, 
he having sent advertisments of his partisan papers and 
dodgers of the Grant monument fund throughout the South, 
thus killing the work of the Sabbath Union inthe South. It 
protested against giving to the Mat? and Expressa monopoly 
of the publication of the literature of the union, but if the 
Mail and Express must be the oxgan of the society, then it 
should be free from such incongruities as liquor advertis- 
ments and racing “tips.” Further indictments against Colo. 
nel Shepard asa president were ‘‘ antagonism to the legis- 
lation of the last convention," ‘‘ serious discourtesy to the 
convention in session, by incorporating the union in New 
York state within a month, and after notice had been sent 
that important changes in management would be proposed ;” 
‘that the general secretaries now in Office hav acted with 
the president and linked themselvs in whatever mistakes he 
has made; that the executiv committee, whose attendance 
is seldom more than eight and often Jess, are most of them 
selected by the president and secretaries, and hav always 
seconded his wishes; that he [Mr. Crafts] was driven out of 
the American Sabbath Union because he would not submit 
to private ends.” This circular had no effect whatever upon 
the aggregation of condemned idiots which the president is 
alleged to represent in his single person, for he went blithely 
on and packed the committees with his friends, winning all 
his points, but at the price of an alienation of the Western 
workers, who will now cease contribu'ing to the society and 
lab or independentlv of it. The treasurer reported that Mr. 
Shepard gave $7,500 to the union this year. 
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Zetters from friends. 


WALLA Watta, Wasa., Nov. 21, 1890. 
Mz. EDITOR: Please find inclosed a clipping from the 
Portland Oregonian, which I hope you will find room for in 
our noble TRUTH Szexrr. I think if all our newspapers 
were to come out and print their true opinions on these sub- 
jects regardless of Mrs. Grundy, the reign of priestcraft 
would be very short. The Oregonian is setting a good exam- 
ple to the rest. Success to it. I remain, 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 


ARTHUR VENN. 


BurLER, Pa., Nov. 28, 1890. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $2, for which you will 
send me one more copy of Heston's holy pictures. One of 
my neighbors borrowed mine for a few days, and when I 
sent after it he thought he could not do without one, and 80 
he gave me $2 to purchase one for him. Oh, if we could 
only hav one of those books in every school-room for the 
children tosee! It would soon redeem the world from super- 
Btition. I know of no work that would be more prolific of 
human happiness than the selling of this ‘‘ Freethinker's Pic- 
torial Text-Book." Advertise for agents, and let this work 
be sold by the carload, that the dust and dirt of eighteen 
centuries may be washed from the eyes of Christendom. 
My pen weeps a word of cheer for the artist, the Editor, and 

all the readers of Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Seon Nixon. 


‘ Oprssa, Nov. 22, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I am under lifelong obligations to you for 
sending me the good old paper. It is the chief comfort of 
my life. Wherever and whenever I could I hav been sow- 
ing the seeds of Freethought, and though I am living ina 
very orthodox country, where the glorious sun of general 
literature and of science has attained only to a low point in 
the intellectual sky, where ignorance and superstition may 
be gaid still to brood over the people as a hen broodeth over 
her chickens, I hav the consolation of having good reason to 
believe that I hav sown a goodly quantity of seed in ground 
where it will eventually grow and bear fruit. I hav lately 
moved; my address now is Holden, Johnson Co., Mo. The 
folks at my new home are all unbelievers, but not readers. 
The father says he was born above the absurdities and super- 
atitions of the Bible. I expect to find more Liberalism in 
Johnson county than I found in Lafayette, the county I hav 
moved from. All the old slave states I perceive are still 
courting Catholic favor, still ready to adopt any policy of the 
kind that wil hav a tendency to keep alive old Southern 
principles. I hav been voting the Democratic ticket lately 
on account of the tariff issue, but I could not go the 
Democratic nominee for Congress in this district this fall, on 
account of his being a Catholic. I hav resolved that I will 
not vote for a man who belongs to a church which claims 
that the head of the-church is above the head of the nation, 
or that its peculiar God is the rightful head of nations. 

Wx. L. Wonrxzy. 


BLooMDALE, O., Nov. 29, 1890. 
Mz. EpiroR: Of late I see numerous letters in your good 
paper calling on Liberals and Freethinkers to form into 
secret societies having some form of insurance or protectiv 
scheme embodied in them, and to connect them directly or 
indirectly with the American Secular Union. To all such 
propositions I would retort, Hands off the American Secular 
Union. Let the Nine Demands and any schemes which bear 
directly upon them be pushed to the utmost in the direction 
indicated by C. B. Reynolds, W. F. Jamieson, and Ida Crad- 
dock, as well as others, and success will yet perch on our 
banners without any outside or additional help. Secret 
` Societies, churches, creeds, and the like I view as relics of 
times when humanity was far down in the stages of knowl- 
edge, while the American Secular Union is a plant of but 
“recent growth; and a right lusty plant it is, but it should 
not therefore be incumbered with ancient mold and musty 
clothes. When I see the ark of the covenant in the lodge- 
rooms, and the badges, Jn Hoc Signo Vinces, the motto of 
Constantine the Great (murderer) when he rode out on pred- 
atory excursions flourishing the banner of the cross and said, 
** In you I shall conquer”—when I see these it grinds me and 
I could cry out every time, ** Oh, dense foolishness!” I be- 
long to no secret society. Icould not be induced to join 
should I hav to subscribe to such barbarisms. Besides, 
I hay too much individuality and independence in my make. 
up to crave the support of institutions, for to me they are all 
got up for power and profit, like their prototype, the church. 
It would be like uniting church and state, and that all know 
would be pernicious. Forever leave the American fecular 
Union free from all ancient incumbrances. 
Yours, 


C. C. GERMANS. 


Nrwazk, N. J., Dec. 1, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: For nearly two thousand years priests hav 
preached that God occasionally gets crazy or mad at his 
children for their sinfulness, and to punish them sends 
plagues and disease to kill them; and that he offered up his 
Son to be crucified to save sinners. Well, God has had a 
great deal of trouble with his ungrateful wretches. I think 
he has acted very strangely for the giver of all that is good 
and the father of all that is bad, for according to my way 
. of thinking he could just as easily hav created ug all per- 
fect as imperfect. And of course God is the only one to 
blame for all our failings.. He sends the storms, cyclones, 
and earthquakes. He poisons the very air to kill his chil- 
dren. He has created a demon with horns, tail, pitchfork, 
and cloven foot to torture two-thirds of his fallen offspring 
for their failings, and priests still assert that if we fail to 
pray to such a God we will surely be damned. Jack Short 
in his poem answers those priests that he will be damned if 


he will pray to such a God. So of course poor Jack is a 
gone sucker sure, and millions more like poor Jack. And 
then again, there are Pentecost and Father McGlynn, who a 
few years ago stood so very near God, but they too. hav 
wandered far, far away from such a righteous and loving 
master lately. But as long as they stood by their blessed 
Lord he provided plenty of money for them. They were 
well clothed and fed, as the majority of priestly wolves are 
who liv off the earnings of the poor laboring man and wo- 
man. But there is a rumor going that Father McGlynn is 
to be restored. If 80, the power will be again given him to 
locate and fumigate souls. It is a power worth having, for 
it brings in clean cash without any labor or strain of muscle. 
But where is the man or woman that would wish to keep 
company, or go to heaven to liv in idleness, with a lot of 
vagabonds, thieves, libertins, murderers, and hypocrits, 
who lived lives of debauchery on earth and whose spirits 
would be equally bad notwithstanding they had paid their 
price to the priests for fumigating their corrupted carcasses ? 
I answer, no Freethinker would want to enter. But I sup- 
pose there are more heavens than one, for there is mention 
of a seventh heaven. There is where the aristocrats will go 
—the Astors, Vanderbilts, Goulds, and Rothschilds. Poor 
Jim Fisk of course will not go so high. If he gets to 
horse heaven he is lucky. The Anarchists are all booked 
for dog heaven, for of course they hav souls and gizzards, if 
they hav no hearts. And the Freethinkers will hav a 
heaven of their own and the great God of Nature for their 
king. Respectfully, W. W. MORRIS. 


Lmoorw, Nes., Nov. 30, 1890. 

Mz. EpitoR: I am more than interested in the articles 
upon secret Liberal organization, and I hope that all who 
favor the idea will at once take hold of the matter with such 
zeal and earnestness that success will be assured. I was 
favorably impressed with the ideas of Brother B. P. Benton, 
of Bowie, Tex., who in his communication to Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER of November ist givs his views upon this same sub- 
ject, and also some interesting data from which it might be 
well to draw some inferences. I do not think anyone who 
is at all liberal-minded can object to an organization similarly 
established, with moral teachings drawn not from the Bible 
but from the history of the lives of the thousands who hav 
been martyrs in the cause of mental freedom, except he be 
one of those two-sided specimens of humanity who are 
always endeavoring to ride upon two horses at once, hypo- 
crits in general. In conversation recently with a prominent 
member Of one of the largest secret organizations, I ventured 
the remark that if there were a few changes in the ritual of 
his beloved order, I thought I knew men who would not 
hav to curb their conscientiousness to indorse the plat- 
orm. When asked what changes I would suggest, I replied, 
** The expunging of the personal God idea totally and in its 
place the substitution of eulogies of men who through their 
liberal views and their regard for the welfare of their fellow- 


men made the order in its beginning." But his reply was 


only in accordance with many others whose conscience i8 80 
elastic that it can accommodate itself to any and all circum- 
stances. Said he: ‘‘ That is the only thing that holds it up. 
Take the word ‘God’ out of our ritual and the order could 
never survive.” But every intelligent person knows that 
the order is self-sustaining ; that among its numbers may be 
counted some of the best business men of the world, and 
among them are financiers who know that the fundamental 
principles underlying success are dependent more upon 
their strict business worth than all the interpolations of 
Gods and supreme beings which generally are thought to be 
the cause of such great success. 

Let us not be discouraged. Let us continue to agitate 
this matter. Let us work and never be content until we as 
Liberals will hav started into existence one of the grandest 
institutions the world has ever known. As to name, Brother 
Brott suggests, Patrons of Sclence. Let me suggest the 
name of ‘‘ Free Men and Women of the World,” and let its 
rituals contain nothing but what would absolutely teach 
freedom in its grand meaning. Let the women be required 
to possess the same qualifications to be eligible to member- 
ship as the men, and let the principles inculeated within 
each new member be such as will cause him to realize the 
real import of the name of thé institution. 

Yours for absolute freedom, J. H. GUTHRIE. 


BroorLYN, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz : My response to Mr. Perry's last letter in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, about two months ago, having evidently 
been consigned to your waste-basket, I will try again; and, 
being of the opinion that defamatory lying and quibbling in 
debate should be mercilessly defamed, Mr. Perry and his 
sympathizers notwithstanding, if Tug TRUTH BEEKER has 
come to the rescue of defamatory lying and quibbling, it 
‘will be an unwelcome visitor at my residence and very likely 
be kicked out. Moreover, I hav promised that I shall en- 
deavor to stay by Mr. Perry until he is satisfied that I can 
giv as good as I get and a liberal rate of interest, except of 
his lying and quibbling, which is lower than I shall *‘ stoop 
to conquer," or hav occasion to, ete. Lying and quibbling 
appears to be his main reliance and Principal stock in trade; 
if eliminated, nothing will remain that is worth combating. 
If Icombat it and challenge him to name the date of your 
issue in which the statements he charges me with are pub- 
lished over my signature, he charges me with pitching into 
himself, personally, and trying to abuse him by saying that 
he is a liar, quibbler, and ruffian, to which he adds more ly- 
ing and quibbling. J think he should know, if he knows 
anything at all, that nothing is more personal, insulting, and 
abusiv, than his defamatory lying and quibbling. And it is 
no more abusiv of those who practice lying and quibbling 
to call them liars, quibblers, and ruffians, than of a dog to 


call him a dog. I hav given much better than I hav received 
and more of it, yet he persistently comes for more. King 
Solomon would probably suspect him of being a brother to 
the horse-leeches’ daughters. . 

He dashed at me on his outset like an infuriated bull ata 
red rag, and fastened upon me with defamatory lying and 
quibbling, and sticks tighter than &leech. I indulged a hope 
that he had some self-respect and would find it expedient 
to let go and drop off; but I now think it doubtful if a mule 
can kick hard enough to kick himoff. Iam sure that I can 
not, for I hav tried my ‘level best” to do so, and must, re- 
luctantly and regretfully, acknowledge defeat on that point ; 
for my defeat is anything but a reputable gain’ for Mr. Perry. 
It was evident to my view that he provoked a wrangle with 
me for the especial purpose of exhibiting his talent for de- 
famatory lying and quibbling in debate; I hav obligingly 
given him rope, and he has hanged himself—I hope to his 
entire satisfaction, and that he will not offer to annoy me 
with any more of his absurd nonsense. For nothing is more 
absurd and nonsensical than undertaking to combat truth 
with defamatory lying and quibbling. 

He affects not to hav intelligence enough to comprehend 
the import or importance of provisos and exceptions, and 
takes no note of them, therefore it were as unreasonable to 
expect him to make an entirely truthful statement as to 
make two elevations without a depression between. He 
has given us good reason to suspect that if he were a Chris- 
tian and should, through carelessness, ignorance, or accident, 
make an entirely truthful statement and become aware of 
it, he would go down upon his knees and waste an hour or 
two in earnest prayer for God to forgiv him ; but would not 
be likely to hav frequent occasion to waste his time in that 
way on account of such delinquency. 

I applied the term rufilanism to his defamatory lying and 
quibbling that none but a ruffian should practice; and pos- 
itivly assérted that I shall not practice it. He affects to 
misunderstand that to imply that I am a bigger ruffian than 
he is. Icannot account for such an absurd misunderstanding 
except on the presumption that he has been reading up in 
the Proverbs, and fancies that I hav answered a fool ac- 
cording to his folly and made myself appear somewhat like 
him; and, having an instinctiv proclivity to exaggerating, he 
endeavors to persuade us that I am more like the fool than 
the fool is like himself. To careless and superficial ob- 
server, the foregoing will probably appear somewhat per. 
sonal; but the logical investigator will perceive that I hav 
confined myself strictly to the discussion of an ethical, or 
unethical, principle of which Mr. Perry appears to be a vol- 
untary representativ and champion, and takes to the voca- 
tion like a duck to water. And, as an act of simple justice, 
I hav obligingly taken occasion to giv him a character that 
he has fairly earned by his special talent and persevering 
industry, for which favor I shall expect him to be duly 
grateful. J. A. TUTTLE. 


Sr. Erxo, TENN., Dec. 2, 1890. 

Mr. EprroB: It is no wonder thatthe Republicans were so 
overwhelmingly defeated in the late election when we con- 
sider the passage of the anti-lottery law and its villainous en- 
forcement. That is the most outrageous and contemptible 
law since the passage of the fugitiv slave law, which reduced 
every liberty-loving man to the condition of a bloodhound, to 
hunt down and return a fugitiv to his unpaid toil. The 
United States obscenity law was bad enough in that it al. 
lowed irresponsible parties to invade the mails and destroy 
private correspondence. That was a stroke at the liberty of 
the individual—an outrage on the private citizen. But this 
anti-lottery law is a stroke at public liberty, at the right of 
free speech, at the liberty of the press. And every citizen 
that cares for the right, that cares for his country, that cares 
for the liberty of himself and his fellows, ought to denounce 
the law with all the force he is mas'er of. 

It is infamous to declare a thing a crime that has been in 
existence from prehistoric time, without giving the people 
some limit of time to conform to the law. A party that will 
enact such a law, and then make indecent haste to execute it, 
ought to be hurled down to eternal forgetfulness. 

There is no one perhaps more opposed to the lottery than 
myself. I oppose it from its inception in the church—its wet 
nurse, its dry nurse, and its nursery—where a penny whistle 
is rafiled for a dime, where young ladies dispose of kisses for 
twenty-five cents each, to be decided by the dice-box, and 
where no doubt more delicious favors could be had fora little 
higher price. I oppose it on its route through the state lotter- 
ies, up to booming towns and territories, and electing con- 
stables and presidents. 

If the lottery is wrong, suppress the lottery, but let the 
newspaper alone. If the lottery is wrong and it advertises 
in a paper, that puts the bloodhound of the law on its track, 
80 as to harry it down. 

What! Suppress a newspaper for publishing the locality 
of an outlaw? No, but rather giv it material aid, a bonus in 
cash for detecting the criminal. 

When a people will tamely submit to hav their newspapers 
confiscated for that which has never been a crime, they are 
ready to accept any other infamy. 

I am astonished at the apathy with which almost the entire ' 
press of the country let this phase of the law pass by. They 
ought to make it so red-hot for the country that President 
Harrison would ask Wanamaker to step down and out for 
his pusillanimous action in enforcing this odious enactment. 

When a party will attempt to overthrow the liberty of the 
press, it is ready to overthrow the government; it is time 
the party was downed. MS 

If the United States can find & pretext to disestablish the 
Mormon church and eonfiscate its property, without confis- 
cating the newspapers, it can surely find some reason to 
break up the lottery without disturbing the newspapers. 
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This idea of making every petty postmaster a censor of 
the press, is revolting to the American mind, and a direct 
insult to every citizen in the land. What does America 
want of a censor anyway? Is not every man and woman a 
** consensus of the competent” to choose for themselvs what 
they want? Go to, then, with the censor of the press and 
the mails. . l 

-If the postmaster-general is going to find wit for the wit- 
less in lottery matters, how long before he will be trying to 
find it for them in the other avenues of life? How long þe- 
fore he will order bis deputies to cast out of the mails all 
newspapers opposed to his party politics? It is only 
another step to furnish the stuffing, political and religious, 
that shall enter the papers at all. Down with the scheme. 
Down with the dictator. Down with the censor. 

L. L. Goopwin. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO REV. JOB HARRAL, EURODA, MISS. - 
CoALING, ALA., Nov. 24, 1890. 


Dear Str : Your letter in the November Pulpit emboldens 
me to address you through the columns of Tar Teora 
SEEKER. I donot propose to meddlein yours and Mr. Shaw’s 
discussion, but you seem to be frank and honest, and withal 
generous; and as I am desirous of knowing all I can, it is 
possible I can learn something from you. I was once a 
Baptist in faith, and thought all other sects were deluded or 
In some of your lettere to Mr. Lawrence you 
said you would sooner be an Infidel than believe that those 
were Christians that committed all the persecutions that hav 
come down to us through history. You now say in your 
letter to Mr. Shaw, Christianity is a different thing. I turn 
to a lexicon and find it means a follower of, a believer in, 
All those said they were and did follow Christ. I 
He said I could talk 
to him, but if he was to catch me talking to his chj]dren he 
A Baptist preacher said in the pulpit an In- 
fidel was a fit subject for the asylum, a fit subject for hell, 
and ought to be run out of society. Would not these Bap- 
tists do all these cut-throat deeds if they had the power ? 
And does not your definition narrow it down very fine, so 
fine that it might be termed a failure? You believe there 
are two powers, one for good and the other for evil.. Now 
the power for good is being outgeneraled in every detail. 
Christ said the few would be saved and the many lost. 
Would not a general be cashiered if he should make such 
blunders? Mr. Harral, is not the Christian’s faith based on 
a wrong premis? Will you tell me where your soul or 
spirit was before you were born? At what time did it enter 
your body? Did you receive it conjointly from each par- 
ent? If so, what becomes of the half-souls that are never 
developed? Orif you receive it with the first breath, why 
has not the puppy the same advantage? Will you please 
tell me why Christ made the mistake in placing the senso- 
rium in the heart instead of the head? Will you tell me 
where heaven and hell are? Do not you know there is no 
such thing as up and down, only as apparent terms? In 
answering these questions, do not expand and contract 
language and reason, but giv both a showing. You know 
the Greeks were warring with Syracuse to no effect, and 
they sought the advice of the oracle; it was, they were to 
be crowned with victory only when the ocean washed the 
You know how reason was expanded. 
Galen said, ** We cannot bring the sea here, but we can ded- 
icate all the land to the sea.” Now, this is just the kind of 
logic the Christian uses to make the God idea agree with 
reason. You know your Christ said, ‘‘These are the signs 
that shall follow them that believe: In my name they shall 
cast out devils, heal the sick, and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them, or if bitten by a serpent it shall 
You say, Oh, well, we can’t do that now, 
but away back yonder people were much better, more holy 
—they could. According to your logic we are yet going 
You.ask to be pointed 
All nations were Infidels, only the 
Jews and nations that hav been proselyted since A.D., and 
as history is only made of a few individuals let me refer you 
Can you refer me to a better man than Socrates ? 
Can you giv me the name of 
a Christian that is peer to Cicero? These people were In- 
fidels. Pagan religion is just as good as Christian, and I 
Was not the Prometheus myth better than the 


hypocrits. 


Christ. 
was talking to a Baptist not long ago. 


would kill me. 


feet of the temple. 


not hurt them.” 


downhill, when it is just the reverse. 
to an Infidel nation. 


to a few. 
Not outside of Bob Ingersoll. 


think better. 
Christ? The former was willing to suffer for all time to ben- 


efit the whole human family, the latter shrank to just die for 


a short time. Mr. Harral, I fail to see any great sacrifice 
Christ made. Men, women, and children die for one an- 
other, and know they can never come back; and they do 
that every day in the year somewhere. And then to save 
only a few and lose the many—what an admission!’ Let us 
look at that Texas murder law. Phrenology teaches that 


traits of character are stamped before birth and that the per-. 


son is about as responsible for them as for birthmarks. And 
just so long as a state or commonwealth says there are 
crimes that deserve death, just so long we will hav murder. 
You know tyrannical parents raise tyrannical children, only 
as atavism interferes. It is just as much harm for twelve 
men or a thousand to murder one man, as it is for one. Two 
‘wrongs never made one right. : 
Mr. Harral, do not you think a God that would multiply 
' the sorrows of woman in the most holy function of mother- 
hood, would be a devil? Would you doit? His statue ought 
to be set up at every cross-road with that text, and ** Execra- 
-ble!” written against it. How was the anatomy of woman 
changed to produce that effect, and did the curse extend to 
all mammals? If not, why do they suffer? Do not you 
know that woman is better than man in every detail, not- 
withstanding that unholy curse? Mr. Harral, do not you 
think if you had filled your pulpit as a moral and scientific 
teacher instead of as a divine, you would hay done much 


+ 


‘never was a converted Anarchist. 


more good than you hav? If you had taught that every 
transgression of moral and scientific law would be followed 
with its sure penalty right here, not over yonder, it would 
hav had better effect. We Infidels believe that when a black 
thought or a dirty act has once crossed the brain, even 
the blood of a God could not efface it. Remember the 
fable of the young man and his cat; though she was trane- 
formed into a beautiful woman, when she Heard the mouse 
she wag out of his arms and after it. H. J. Warp. 


Eav Cragg, Wis., Dec. 1, 1890. . 

Mz. EprTOR: I hav read w:th much attention Mr. Wake- 
man’s criticism on Mr. Pentecost and Anarchists in general. 
Mr. Pentecost is doubtless able to defend himself, if he thinks 
it worth while, but possibly what he says may never appear 
in your columns. Hence “the spirit moveth me." Mr. 
Wakeman affects what seems. to me an unbecoming con- 
tempt for the assumed ignorance of Anarchists—‘‘if they 
knew a little about sociology, etc." Does Mr. Wakeman 
know more about sociology than such Anarchists as Karl 
Marx and Eliseó Reclus? The question, though provoked, 
is, I fear, unkind; for to say yes would convict him of 
enormous egotism, and to say no, of gross (probably unin- 
tentionaJ) misrepresentation. So it may remain unanswered. 
If the ignorant Anarchist had ‘the smallest smattering of 
the science of sociology, he would know that society is an 
organism.” ‘Well, now, it is just possible that the ignorant 
Anarchist may hav heard this observation, and deliberately 
labeled it ** one of the many fallacies of Herbert Spencer "— 
a fanciful metaphysical writer whose relation to positiv 
science is little higher than that of a mere popularizer. 
Society is not an organism. An organism is an individual 
exhibiting during a part of its existence the phenomena of 
life, among which the most remarkable is this, that the 
parts cannot exist without the whole, or at best can only 
become similar wholes, while the whole is comparativly 
little injured by the amputation of a part. This is the 
reverse of what wesee in society. All the progress and evo- 
lution of society is due to the influence of superior individ- 


superior individuals beneath its Juggernaut wheels. 


better societies. 


tomary bad actions on its impersonal shoulders. 


Erie county who hanged that man. 


and will not be 80 in the future.” 


an enslaver. 


stock law! 


more? ‘‘ Government of some kind or other is a necessity,” 
says Mr. Wakeman. This is very dogmatical language to 
come from a cultivator of the science of sociology; but 
dogmatism is the whole stock in trade of all who believe in 
government. Mr. Wakeman is honorably distinguished as 
an opponent of wooden gods and ghost gods. May he con- 
tinue to the end. But he is going the wrong way now. 
His actual ‘‘ society " is a helpless wooden god, his coming 
** nation? an impossible ghost god. He is entirely mistaken 
in saying that Nationalism has a future. A thing of yester- 
day, the creature of a novel, it is already withering like the 
prophet’s gourd. Anarchism, a tree of some fifty years’ 


.growth, has never been eradicated from any soil in which it 


once took root. Converted Socialists are numberless. There 
C. L. JAMES. 


: MEE Lexineron, Ky., Dec. 1, 1890. 

Mz. Eprror: It is well known that Luther condemned the 
book of Esther, remarking that it should be cheerfully 
thrown into the Elbe. The book of Job is evidently a work 
of fiction, perhaps of Persian or Indian origin. Many other 
books are alluded to, casually, in the Oid Testament, which 
are lost. Marcion, who was reverenced as a holy man by 
all Christians, set aside the whole of the Old Testament, as 
being too bloody and fierce for him and his disciples. - Very 


little of the New Testament did he retain. 


uals. Society, with all that blind stupidity which belongs 
not to organisms but inert masses, perpetually squeezes these 
If 
they fail to upset it and are forced out by it, like the Jews 
and Arabs from that society which is called Spain, the 
society itself begins to decay forthwith. But the individuals 
in such cases do not perish. They become the founders of 
Society, otherwise called the multitude 
and the mob, consists of monkeys not so much improved 
but what they are still governed by the imitativ instinct. It 
does not make the superior individuals, but they make it all 
it is beyond a troop of hairy, howling troglodytes. And as 
society deserves no credit for its own improvement, so the 
poor thing deserves no blame for its own backwardness. It 
cannot help being barbarous and stupid. There is not a 
more immoral cant than that which lays the blame of cus- 
Whatever 
Mr. Wakeman may say, it was Grover Cleveland and not 
The worst that can be 
said of Erie county is that it was too much of a monkey to 
stop the individual simian called Cleveland when he set about 
doing what the anthropide always had done in such cases. 
Mr. Wakeman admits that government “in the current 
sense of the word is in most instances nothing but tyranny ” 
—a large admission, surely. But ‘‘ it was not so in the past, 
Now will Mr. Wakeman 
please giv an instance of a government which was ever any- 
thing else than a tyranny? ‘We ignorant Anarchists hope a 
man who knows something of sociology will not let us burst 
in ignorance. Weare hungering and thirsting for an ex- 
ample of a government which was a ‘‘ guide” instead of 
being altogether behind the age, a ‘‘ protector” instead of 
Mr. Wakeman refers to the atrocious laws of 
Illinois in proof that Anarchism will bring slavery instead of 
liberty. Surely Mr. Wakeman knows enough of sociology 
to be aware that tyranny always rallies against every advance 
in freedom, and the fight between these opposits grows hot- 
ter, with the external advantage in favor of the former, till 
the tyrant overleaps the great simian law of following prec- 
edent, so that the very monkeys rise against him. Some 
contributors to the paper founded by D. M. Bennett spoke a 
word for the personal liberty of women, and lo! the Com- 
Will Mr. Wakeman so stultify his record as to 
say the remedy is to plead for ‘‘ our suffering sisters ” never- 


The Jews think 
they can prove that the Pentateuch has never been altered. 
Perhaps it would be a better work if the pious men of the 
Middle Ages had tampered with it, as they did with the New 
Testament. In standard encyclopedias you will find the cool 
statement that Tertullian wrote the book of Thessalonians. 


Eusebius condemned the epistles of Peter in toto, the epistle 


to the Hebrews, Acts, and other inspired works. The He- 
brew was a dead language in the time of Christ, who spoke 
Syrian Greek, and Hallam remarks that a Syrian grammar 
was not Written until the seventh century. ' i 

No doubt correct Hebrew manuscripts are in existence, but 
they are of no use to the humble scholar or reader. The 
modern Jew uses the Christian Bible; Jewish children long 
ago were not permitted to read the sacred books until twenty- 
five years of age, according to Josephus. When Origen 
offered a translation of the Bible he used the works of Theo- 
dotian and other Asiatic scholars, not attempting a construc- 
tion of his own. Mr. Longshore suggests the name of Elo- 
him instead of God, which would read, ‘ The Gods said, let 
there be light.” If we advance backward, no doubt Siva 
will soon be worshiped by a respectable congregation. 

Who will tell us something of the ‘‘ Companion” to the 
revised edition ?7 

With regard to the gentleman who could hear five miles: 
Our natural capabilities are sometimes greatly enlarged, 
which is only the faint dawn of that which the coming man 
shall certainly be under favorable circumstances. Perfect 
holiness and the study of pure science will conduct the 
human race to a Sphere where these great powers will be 
daily exercised. 

On a late Sunday I found all in confusion in the post-office, 
an hour not sufficient for business. Two gentlemen walked 
toward the money order office, but it was closed. Is this a 
free country? 

Mr. Mills was a disappointment here. He seems to be 
stumping round the country as a professor of the black art 
of Christian magic, which iufuriates its victims, and they 
murder as Abraham did, and lie and commit any crime with 
a good design. Perhaps his eloquence and the old tirade 
called orthodoxy, with the idea of the ** only begotten son of 
God,” would convert the Jews. Milton said ‘‘the oracles 
are dumb,” but the ravings of a priestess drunk with nepen- 
the, catnip, ivy, or henbane, could not equal what we learn 
from pulpits and Bibles, quite unlike the ordinary philoso- 
phy taught in schools, where they hav not yet run com- 
pletely crazy. And then such facts! A huge bedstead, a 
hueless, dead, Egyptian dolphin, to the disgust of Byron; a 
good assortment of pitchers and rams’ horns, jawbones, 
foxes, mandrakes, and cucumbers; talk about these human 
beings created suddenly in a garden, a man marrying his 
own sister, a Woman turned to salt; miracles by the dozen, 
in which the dead are full of life and twice as natural; so 
easy to obtain bread and fish and the frying-pan too. It is 
fearful to think of the ‘‘ gospel preached to the poor” when 
not one of them is present in the gilded church. But I had 
forgotten Sapphira, the wife of Ananias, Communists. 
She was so harshly reproved that she scarcely knew her own 
hash-dish, that emblem of eternity, for what was left from 
to-day I heard she cooked with to-morrow’s supply. Where 
she is now, she makes it of many horned things, and seasons 
it with brimstone and turpentine. Funnels can be placed in 
cheerful boarders’ mouths, and they will not be allowed to 
refuse this delicacy. Black art indeed, when the hearts of 
converted Christians are crossed over with strings of steel. 
And if the soul is created jet-black by a wise God, will he 
justly hold them responsible for what they do? He hears 
their hard words; their coarse contempt for the poor they 
hav robbed he sees With indifference. Clothe a man with 
power, let him nearly ride upon the whirlwind as his chariot, 
place three crowns upon his head, with a king each side to 
hold his stirrup, and then ask him to be modest, humble, 
moderate, unselfish, and just! 

But if religion is not a black art, but a healthful disciplin, 
what is the grand result of the ages under its tuition? 
What has it produced? A wave of desolation, crime, and 
corruption is passing over the world, unchecked by religion 
or morality, tainted by the same. The church has plunged 
the masses in a bloody sectarian strife for power. 

The love of the church for power and money is at the root 
of every evil. The public schools, which ought to be sacred 
to science, are corrupted by the lying history whose artful, 
malicious assertions awaken all the fury of the human heart. 
The fingers of the church, coated with deadly poison, greed- 
ily clutch every enterprise, till all business meetings are opened 
with the withering, stifling prayer. 

The Freethinkers need a Masonic association, which 
can receive the most timid within its borders. Millions will 
flock thither if one thing is done. Entrance money must 
be according to a person’s ability, so that something can be 
drawn at once in the way of interest. What fraternal band 
could be stronger? The poorest will be helped a little. 

Go to, ye pious rich, who are vultures preying upon the 
heart of society—a gang of banditti whose wealth would dry 
up if the blood of the poor was exhausted. Outlaws and 
robbers, who make a virtue of what was always called a 
crime, and snatch the morsel from the poor to fill yourselvs 
with luxuries; without shame, decency, or sense of honor! 


"They must be your natural enemies who are crowded twelve 


in a room. Arise and giv them a better home. Dot the 
land with sacred portions of soil for their benefit, and thus 
avert a storm which may now be gathering. 

In some way I receive kind and friendly letters from very 
wealthy gentlemen frequently who say that I am writing for 
their benefit. Something sent to Mr. Macdonald would soon 
reach me. He has been a kind friend and never forgets me 
in poverty. A registered letter is best in this post-office. 

ALHAZA. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 20, 1890. 


Children’s Garner. 


Rdtied by Miss Busan H. Wixos, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
: When the night ia beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Children's Honr.” 


A Boy's Soliloquy. 
. Now here is my new chest of tools, 
And there's to be six long weeks’ vacation: 
I'm just going to make something in that time 
That will astonish ali ereation. 
- 'Tisn't going to be any slow-coach either, 
Bat eomething that will go like fun, 
And when I get it started once 
` It won'b stop till it’s had its ron. 
But no ! I mnst fix it so as to manage it, 
So I gan stop or turn abont— 
Shan’t always want to go straight ahead, 
But take a different ronte. 
Can't tell what I shall call it yet— 
Engin, landahip, or velocipede, 
But one thing I've decided on, 
It shan’t be beat for speed. 


I'll scoot np by the Widow Green's; 
And show her smart son Chris 

That his old doz-cart he bragged over 
Is nothing compared to this. 

And father will not hav it to say again 
That everything I begin, 

After all my big calculations, 
Doesn't amonnt to a single pin. 


Ihav been thinking how I will start it, 
With wind or steam or powder— 
Powder is» forbid, thongh, since my bombshell 
bnrst, 
And blew the old teakettle to chowder. 
T had lots of fnn with that old thing 
Until the cover split, 
And half came whizzing close to my Read, 
Almost taking that along with it. 


I shonld hav trembled in my boots 
V I'd happened to hav them on, 
Bat as I went barefooted those warm days, 
I only just ont and ron. 
When father had come home that night 
:  And-saw the wreck I'd made, 
Yt wasn't anoh a very soft grip he had, 
Or such very soft words he said. 


He told me if I ever nséd powder again, 
In any shape or way, 

He wonld shnt me ap and Keep me there 
Until my hair was gray. 

Mercy ! there goes the dinner bell, 
And I've not done a thing, 

Only to saw this board in two, 

. And bend this wire for a spring. 


Beats all how fast the hours fly, 
Fonr of them gone so soon, 
And I promised to go a-fishing 
. Tbe whole of this afternoon. 
Guess Pil pnt away this * going-to-be ? machine 
"Until I shall hav more time, 
When I'll get my things together again, 
. , Finish it and make it climb. 


Mes. L. A. BUELL. 
eom 


How Gertie Helped Shout. 
A OHRISTMAS STORY. 

Gertie Parton was a thirteen-year-old phi- 
losopher with a bright head on her shoulders, 
and several opinions of her own. 

It was one of her father’s maxims that 
t“ Children should learn to think for them- 
selvs." That Gertie should learn to think 
reasonably and wisely he encouraged her to 
read sensible books, to ask sensible questions, 
to reason her faults into shamefacednegs and 
to be honest with herself and the world. 
That was the way Gertie became a philoso- 
pher; because people who look at the world 
with honest, thoughtful eyes find so much in- 
teresting and inspiring that ordinary people 
do not see, that they generally become philos- 
ophera—for philosophy, you know, is love of 

. wisdom, desire for truth. 

This little philosopher who had several 
opinions of her own, came home from school 
the Friday night before Christmas with a big 
thought in her head, and somehow, after sup- 
per, around the evening lamp, the big thought 
jumped into words : 

** Papa, Carrie Langdon in our class is go 
ing to hav a Christmas-tree at her church and 
she is learning a carol (a song, you know), 

. about : 
^. * Since Christ was born the ages thrill 

With peace on earth, good will, good will.” 
.. Then Gertie hesitated and her father looked 
at her questioningly and saw that she was very 
sober-faced. 

t Tt isn’t true," said Gertie. ‘* AJ the chil- 
dren are going to sing it and it isn’t true! 
Just as if the man who wrote it ever read his- 

tory! Because since Christ was born every- 
body has.been fighting everybody else about 
everybody's religion. And you know, Con- 
stantine the Great got converted and fought 
all over Europe and killed everybody that 
woulda’t be a Christian. I hav read 'Hypa- 


tia,’ too; how the Christians killed her be- 
Rome and would not believe as they did. 


called it, to kill the Turks. 
the Reformation, with the massacres of Smith- 
field and the St. Bartholomew's eve. Ever 


quarreling and killing, and that Christian 
carol about * peace and good will’ isn't true.” 

How Gertie’s eyes flashed! How earnest 
she was in her eager array of facts! 


Mr. Parton, looking grave and earnest too, 
though he smiled at the little girl’s impetu- 
osity. 

“O papa! can’t we do anything? Must 
they go on singing and preaching and writ- 
ing what isn’t true, just because they don’t 
think or are afraid to think ? 

“t The churches can’t hav inquisitions and 
kill people any more, because it is against 
the law, and they would be punished for it, 
but they want to send everybody to hell for- 
ever and ever after they die, if they don’t be- 
lieve as the churches do, no matter how good 
and Kind they may hav been. Of course they 
don’t know there is such an awful place and 
it is alla frightening story, but some people 
believe it and feel bad about it. 

“ Little children who died without being 
baptized or believing would go into the burn- 
ing lake, they said at the revival meeting last 
winter, when Carrie Langdon’s little sister 
went into a fit and old Peter Jenkins got re- 
ligion, because he thought he was going to 
die with the rheumatism, and then, as soon 
as he got well, went to drinking again. 

“When at school we hav to read the 
Bible about miracles and visions, and it 
teaches the children to believe in ghosts and 
all sorts of nonsense about the world being 
made in seven days, when it took centuries 
and centuries——” Gertie had not finished 
her pleading, but she was out of breath. 


“Then you want to be a missionary to 


interrogated her father with another smile, 
but just as much in earnest as before. 


*O papa! you know I don't mean to be 
bold or to think I could teach grown people, 
because I don’t begin to know enough even 
to be sure I am right in so many things. But 
I should like to hear somebody shout out the 
truth as loud and strong as they sing the 
Christmas carol at Carrie Langdon’s church.” 


That was what Gertie said. i 


around his neck in an old-fashioned hug. 


you hélp shout?” asked her father. 


shout,” too. 


answer came he hurried off to the printers. 


over town, and everybody was talking of it. 
And this is what it was: 


t: FREETHOUGHT LEOTURE. 
FREE TO ALL. 
Come.” 


the Jones, and the Robinsons ; Carrie Lang. 


she thought. i 


cause she taught philosophy and arithmetic in 


And the Crusades to the Holy Land, as they 
And the war of 


since Christ was born the Christians hav been 


** Well, what shall we do about it?” asked 


educate these church-going ‘ heathens’ in gci- 
ence and history and peace and good will?” 


Then her father had a big thought, and 
when he told it to the little philosopher she 
clapped her hands and then threw them 


* But it will cost money. How much will 


* Whatever you were going to spend on 
my Christmas present, and the $2 in my 
bank," replied Gertie. Perhaps you think 
that was & queer answer, but her father 
thought it a very wise and generous one, for 
he went down the street and told it, and his 
big thought, to half a dozen large.minded 
gentlemen, and they promised to ‘help 


Then he sent a telegram, and when the 


The next day it was in the newspapers, big, 
yellow posters about it decorated the sides of 
buildings, fences, and store windows, all 


And they did come. On Christmas eve 
they flocked to the town hall, the Browns, 


don’s father and Gertie's school-teacher, and 
a great many more people that Gertie knew 
and did not know, and when all the seats 
werefilled and Squire Ellery, the most looked. 
up-to, learned, and influential man in town, 
introduced the lecturer and quoted what 
Ingersoll has written about intellectual hos- 
pitality, and welcoming new thoughts, not 
like tramps to set the dogs on, but like 
guests to be entertained, and if they prove 
true and helpful, to be made friends of— 
when al this happened and the lecturer 
really began to ‘shout the truth out loud,” 
and the audience applauded, Gertie was the 
happiest and proudest girl in all the world, 


Over at Carrie Langdon's church they were 
singing the Christmas carol, but not a word 
of it was heard by the people in the town 
hall, and they heard something truer and 
better and wiser, instead; and when the 
lecture was ended and everybody was clap. 


ping and stamping and looking as if they 
meant every echo of praise, Gertie's papa, 
who sat by her, whispered : 

“ Hav we shouted the truth loud enough ?” 
and Gertie said ‘‘ Yes!” with sparkling eyes. 

Rome was not built in a day, and of 
course the town did not become liberal- 
thoughted and forget its creeds and its prej- 
udices all in one night. Some people even 
said that the lecture was ‘‘ shocking !"" They 
were the ones who did not hear it. 

Those who did remembered it and reasoned 
over it, and grew broader and wiser through 
it, and with Gertie’s help a ‘‘ shout for truth ” 
was given forth that Christmas eve whose 
echoes are widening and deepening and will 
never be silenced. M. A. W. 


— 9-44 ———————— 
Chats with Correspondents. | 


Jorra B.— Christmas is a pagan institution 
fixed up and celebrated a8 a Christian festival. 
As observed by the pagans, it had some rea- 
sonable significance, but regarded as the 
birthday of Christ, it is of no importance, 
since no one knows when he was born, and 
many hav grave doubts whether such a being 
was ever born at all. The birth of American 
Independence has far more significance, and 
is, in every sense, more worthy of commem- 
oration. In regard to spending Christmas, 
read the sensible story in &nother column. 

J. A. F.—Always ask yourself before under- 
taking any new thing, Is this right? Shall 
I be benefited or injured on its account ? 
Will my action bring happiness to others, or 
misery and trouble? Never be araid of 
reason and calm judgment. 

HzwEy.—Bunday is as good as any other 
day. It is well to hav one day set apart for 
rest and recreation. We do not regard it 
wrong to play on Sunday, provided no one is 
injured thereby. In fact, Sunday, which is 
of human origin, should be kept as a holi- 
day. The mistake is in making of it a holy 
day, instead. We should do no wrong on 
any day. 

Katy R.—Mystery is but another name for 
ignorance. As soon as we understand a 
thing the mystery vanishes. Seek knowledge. 
Science is the real savior of the race. 

A little boy wants to know, if ‘a fellow 
strikes” him, should he “ hit back." Most 
boys will do that, but it is hard to tell what 
is the better thing to do without knowing 
the provocation of the first blow. It seems 
to us one would feel better not to strike 
back. Blows are often dangerous and lead 
to serious consequences. Our hands and 
arms are not fighting clubs, but are intended 
for useful employment. Disarm an angry 
foe by kind words and pleasant smiles. 

4-9 ———————— 


Correspondence. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Nov. 28, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As I hav never written 
to you before, I thought I would now take 
the opportunity. My sister has taken Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER for seven months. We think 
it the best paper of the kind and we see we 
cannot do without it. The picture in the last 
paper makes me think of my teacher in the 
public school reading of David reminding 
Uriah of his feet, and telling him to go down 
to his house to wash them. As this is being 
read the boys turn up their noses; just as 
boys would do. Such things ought not to be 
Spoken of in public schools; it makes me in- 
dignant every time I hear them. 
will close my letter, thinking I hav taken 
enough of the Corner. I remain, 
Your friend, Joun F. L. Sonurzsz. ° 


[We are of John’s opinion, that the public 
schools should not be insulted by anyone 
reading in them such filthy matter as related 
above.- Never mind. Our splendid corps of 
young Liberals, of which John is one, will 
right some wrongs by and by. Study, think, 
reflect, and write to the Corner, John, as 
often as inclination prompts.—Ep. C. C.] 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Nov. 27, 1890. 
Dzar Miss Wixos: As I am very much in- 
terested in the success of the Children’s Cor. 


Englishman about ‘* Boys who do not play ” 
in your issue of..November 22d. 

My experience as a German, raised in a 
boarding school, was quite different. As 
soon as we were through with our afternoon 
lessons we were permitted to go into the 
yard, where we amused ourselvs-with games, 
such 488 ball, foot-ball, bat and ball, ** catch, 
black man,” ** hide and seek,” and numerous 
other games. À 

In summer time the teacher would take us 
to the country once a week, where we played 
games all the afternoon. E 

At the age of ten.I went to the public 
school and found there a similar arrange- 
ment. Twice a week we had gymnastic ex- 
ercises and games, while we amused ourselvs 
- with games every dav during recess. . 

In almost every German household you 
can find children, from two years up, playing 
games, : : een 


To prove the above statement I shall giv 
an extract from the report of Professor Hart- 
well, who was especially delegated by the 
government of the United States to report on 
the General Turnfest at Dresden in 1885. 
He says: ‘ There exista a general, but erro- 
neous, opinion among foreigners that German 


children do not play, though the history of 


the kindergarten system and of school turn- 
ing affords abundant evidence to the contrary. 
Not only hav the Germans a great variety of 


‘national games for children and youth, but, 


u—————————————Á————— ÁÓ— ——Á— BÍ —— —  À—Ó—M— a 


ner, I wish to correct a mistaken idea of an]. 


in many cases, they hav made vigorous efforts 
to introduce and acclimatize foreign games, 
like cricket and foot-ball. Baseball and la- 
crosse are apparently unknown to them. In 
some cities, and notably in Berlin, Dresden, 
and Frankfort, special efforts are made by 
the school authorities, and various private 
associations, to secure public playgrounds 
for the children of all classes, and much has 
been accomplished in this direction. No one 
could witness the play of sixteen hundred 
school-girls, and twelve hundred school-hoys, 
under the lead of the teachers, on the Dres- 
den Festplatz, and deny that German chil. 
dren are gamesome as well as tractable. The 
girls played at catch, running races, ball, 
skipping-rope, etc., and the boys engaged in 
foot-ball, bat and ball, tug-of-war, and the 
like. Asa rule, the German school and city 
authorities provide more generously and in- 
telligently for the recreation of the children 
under their charge, than is the case in Great 
Britain or America.” 

Hopiog you will giv the children of the 
Corner a correct idea about German boys 
and girls, I remain, with best wishes for your 
success, Yours for truth, A. ROLLE. 


[It hardly seemed credible when we read 
the statement that German children did not 
play games like boys and girls of other na- 
tionalities, aud we thank the writer of the 
foregoing for zetting us right on the question. 
Nature compels activity in childhood, and 
this means growth and development. We 
would say to all healthy children, play, with 
all the strength and energy possible, activ 
out-door games, and then apply yourselvs to 
study with the same force and earnestness. 
Thus will you become good scholars.—Ep. 
C. C.J 


Rep Crovp, Neg., Nov. 21, 1890. 

Drag Miss Wixon: It has been a long 
time since I wrote to the Children’s Corner. 
I am living in the town of Red Cloud, and 
attend school when I am well enough. Iam 
disapp inted when there are no letters in the 
Children’s Corner. I want the little Free- 
thinkers to wake up and tell us what they 
are doing. I hav been to Sunday-school 
twice this past summer. The children nearly 
all attend the Sunday-school. There are four 
or five Sunday.schools in town, and no 
churches. The children are taught that 
they must love Jesus, that they are made of 
dust, and God made everything. A minister 
called and gave us a very polite invitation to 
come to hear him preach. He asked if the 
little girl went to Sunday-school; he found 
out all about it. We prefer taking a ride in 
the country when the weather is pleasant. I 
had a party on my tenth birthday, and re- 
ceived presents too numerous to mention. I 
am taking music lessons. I will close, with 
love to the editor of the Corner. 

Respectfully yours, Maun A. OrMerED. 


[The editor of the Corner thanks Maud for 
the pretty motto picture inclosed, and hopes 
she will write again. May she and all our 
correspondents be faithful to the truth as it 
is revealed in nature.—Eb. C. C.] 
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Thav kept a Sorar Boor for a good many years 
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Rainy days I sit down and read them, and hav 
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TRENTON, TEX., Sept. 28, 1886. 
To Kennedy of the Medical Discovery; Roxbury, 
Mass. I am so prond of my recovery a8 to express 
my feelings in thanks to yon. The RHEUMA- 
TISM bas made ms four legged for six yeara. At 
last I bav traded off two of them to Bell—druggist 
—for four bottles of Kennedy’s Discovery. I am 


yours: gratefally and unsolicited, — J. B.Ivy, ` 
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Superstition. By Herbert Spencer. 


By Henry Drum- 
mond, F.R.S. n 4 $ 


. Freedom in Science and Teaching. 


. By Ernst Haeckel, of the University of 
Jena. With a Prefetory Note by Prof. 
Huxley. 


. Force and Energy. A Theory of 


Dynamics. By Grant Allen. 


. Ultimate Finance, A True Theory 


of Weaith. 
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William Nelson 


. English, Past and Present. Part. 1. 


By Richard Chenevix Trench, (Double 
number). 


.-English, Past and Present. Part II. 


By Richard Chenevix Trench. 


. The Story of Creation. A Plain Ac- 


count of Evolution. 


By Edward 
Clodd. (Double number). T = 
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Also game in cloth, extra, red edges, 


gold back—tn sets only—13 vols., $1.75 per vol. 
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Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 


| Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
pt Exposed. 


By Gores REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., E 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 644pp., > . 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive’ Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R, Stevens. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM, 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTT!, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence, 
Prico, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $2. 


$1.5. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 
HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and “ Danish 
Cure? With Portrait. 


By Mac. W. Scnorr. Price, . $1.60. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


Aud Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - A - 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations, 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Faner- 
als, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphe, etc, Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 
Booial and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cis. 


——————M—MÓ—Ó———À 
Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate, paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - - = 40 cenis. 
SOUL PROBLEMS. 


Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. Prox. 
Pre, - - .5- 
For all of the above books address 
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25 ‘cents. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts, 


Norm.—tThese tracts are especially intended 
for distribution ag Freethought missionary docu- 


ments. 


When sending subscriptions for your 


Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 


hand them around among your neighbors, 


or 


leave thom in ‘hotels, places of public assembly, 


ete. 


Toallow much to be done in this way with 


alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 


order by numbers. 
are out of print. 

Ee f i $ 
23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood.. ...... 
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87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Ohristianity & Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers..... 
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62 The Jews and their God............ 
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T? The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. ......... 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett...,..... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A.G.Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
.89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson. ......... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ......... 


94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers...................--. 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.... 
98 Snakes, Mrs. E. D. Slenker..............-. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. ~ Bennett... 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.........- 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett.......... eee 
114 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard....... us 
120 The New Age. W.S. Bell......... eere 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 

Server? eese saves 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett............ ; 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

derwood.............. ——À 
180 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James.. 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology .......... —— 
341 Infidelity. H. W. Beecler...............- 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.......... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Bli Perkina.......... 
348 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
149 Age of BShams............. eere 
148 If You Take Away my Religion? What 

Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 

Wakeman. ........... m———— 
15i What is the Bible? M. W. H 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.. tes 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer............ 
356 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 


259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
161 Protestant Persecutions....... 
162 Eighth and Last Lotter from Ludlow Street 

Jail. Bennett... ...... eee entm 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman................ 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els 
burg, M.D.ssessessesesensrsoresecaresssesessne 

2 Evolution: Homoge-£ous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood.............. ceret 

4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility ofSex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
€ Death. Froderie R. Marvin, M.D.......... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley's Three 
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12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
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38 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Bymposium............ eee 


NW See mote at head of column, 


The numbers not mentioned 


= 
€ Q5 Co h5 Nn Wad TWO bd Sb 0? AW & mw O t5 bo eo 


Lad 


m 


m 
BON ON WHS OH tS 0, to Ot e 


Q 03 05 r2 b3 I b£ b5 E — ou. 


1 
10 


10 
5 


pa 


C2 t5 t9 QD t2 C t5 wo 


10 
1 


VVar 


5 
3 
3 
10 
2 


6 
8 
5 
8 
2 
3 
2 


10 


10 
10 


5 
10 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
| THE WORLD. - 
Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. f . 0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 
DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
~ Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Among those who have written and will write for its eolumns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: f 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. HELEN H. GARDENER. 


Liberal GMeetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhatian Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Kast 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
8t, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


1% Market street. Assembles every Sunday 


R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. “L. K. WASHBURN. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 

CHARLES WATTS. LUOY N.COLMAN. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 

J. H. BURNHAM. JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 

JOHN PECK. MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. W. F. JAMIESON. 

H. O0. PENTECOST. SUSAN H. WIXON. 

And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKERS “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. Tt is uneompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


LANTERNS 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching 
tor Colleges, Schools and Sunday Schools, Our 
assortment of Views, illustrating art, science, history, 
religion aud travel, is immense. For Home Amuse- 
t, etc., nothing can be found as instructive or amusing, while Church Enter- 


PAY WELL. (25255 


MAGI 


ment snd Parlor Entertainm 
tsinments, Public Ex- 
hibitions and Popular 
Ilustrated Lectures— 


a choice selection of 
Views makes a splen. 


did Holiday present. ‘We are the largest manufacturers and dealers, and ship to all parts of 


the world. ou wish to know bow to order, how to conduct Parlor Entertainments for plea- 
sure, or Public Exhibitions, etc., for MAKING MONEY, send us your name and ad- 


dress on a postal card (naming this 208 PACE BOOK FREE. 


aper) and we will mail you our 
cALLISTER, Manufact’g Optician, 49 Nassan St., N. Y. City. 


INFIDEL DEATH DELS. VOLO WATCHES 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
N Best grades American Btem-winders : In silver- 
RAE i sate (erat oath th didnot 
ope . ewels 3 do. adjusted, . in noe colin 
New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. ses, 1 


silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 Ounce, $4.50, and 5 
Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 


ounce, $6 more In best filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof. 7 jawela, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $1750; 15 jewels, $13.50: do. adjusted, 


Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume.$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2250; $28; $24: $80. 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and | Ladies’, same quality,7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$1850; 15 jewels, $ 5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 


nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 
Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by E, G. INGERSOLL. 


girls and & T 1 
ess, with little money, fair education, an 
courage,to make their way through the world by 
oing hicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
e narrativis,in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the oity of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciate is suro to po rorth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
houghtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


more, The famous, 


New Model "Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


FSTABLISHED 1857. i 
OTTO WETTSTEIN: Eccholle. In. 


DR. TAFT'S ASTHMALENE 
never fails; send us your 
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address, we will mail trial CU R BOTTLE F R 
THE DR. TAFT BROS. M. CO. , ROGHESTER,N.Y. 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 


CONTENTA: nd 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 

A Splendid J adge of & Woman. a Bondigo for his * Private Counselor". -a Valua- 
* e book for young and middle-aged men,sufter- 

Under Protest. er a afo-wasting ‘Disease, as thé result 


For the Prosecution. 
. A Rusty Link in the Chain, 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell!'s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
i THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
A GOOD WORD. 


THE NEW GOD Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 


e | itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
p 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


ress. He has many testimonials to the value o: 
his progressive and iniscesaful method RUE 
ment, an eserves patronags.—. ra 
Beoretary of the American Secular Union. 
^ Price 10 cents. ! 
Address Taz TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY. ASENTSW ANTED: Root, 


of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE, a8 itmatters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how Many reme- 
dies you hav uscd. he book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. ` 


by an old reliable firm ; large profits 
quick sales, SAMPLE FREE. A rara 
842 Broadway, N. Y. 


evening at 7.30. Lecture», debates,and dircus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pros- 

Ment, Henry Bren; Secretary, Cora BELLE 
LAGG. : i 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Moots at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Charles Movholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industria] Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discnssions on religious and social questions. 
Ablo speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand at cheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M. at the town hall. All friends of human 


cultivation are invited. Manros HErauTON, Sec. 


Elzur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
day8of each month at Independent Cburch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussien on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burr, Cor. Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30^P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Woralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. Liberals are cordi in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER; Cor. Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Moo TAN Lun Ear t MIS Nicolet 
ave. ms 12 an astman block, Minneapolis 
Minn. J.F.MAOOMBER, Pros.: LEROY Bennem See. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank MORSE, Cor. Bec. 


all. Everybody invited. Mrs. R 
Pres.; J. H. MOWILLIAMS) Rec. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 


uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER: Beo. 
The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto. 
* Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. HICE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 

ondence solicited, J. L. TREUTHART: President. 

ILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


ERY-SQUARE: 


0B, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office, Price, $1.00. 


16 : THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 20, 1890. 


 diews of the Beek. [WOnEDS SAN. DEINEXES, GODS AND RELIGIONS| Gens of Thought. 
: pus nous {ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES | .———— —— — 


t : Biographies of 300 of the Leading Puiloso:hers,| voi 1 Givsa Full Account of all the Gods, i 
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Can it be said that the conformation of an- 


Wilson was sent to jail by Justice Haveman New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boion- Jesus Ohnst, Virgin Mary, and the Bible imals is according to their necessities? What 
for eighty days. under the Pennsylvania Biue | ae ato. on A ia peo 8v0, 835pp.._ Vol IT. Describes Fully all are those necessities? self-preservation and 
laws acia of 1794, for swearing eighty pro- ` eub. 8v0, 1,075pp.. vloftiy #33 me e gione Drm. of she Wend, propagation. Now, is it astonishing that, of 
fane oaths. Tne penalty for profane swear. ' leather. $4: MOT., g- aes $4.50 3 vols., $5; loner: $7; mo- s the inficit combinations produced by chance, 
ing is sixty-seven cents for each oath, or, in BY D. M. BENNETT. rocco. gilt edges. $8, those “nly hav subsisted which had organs 
default of payment, one day in jail for each THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., BY D. M. BENNETT, adapted for their nourishment and the con- 
oath. 28 Lafayotte Place, N. Y. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. tinuation of their species? Must not all 


others necessarily hav 


Cueistians and Mo- 
perished ?—Luoretius. 


hammedans in Armenia 756 —— — MIR 
hav perpetual conflicts. ; 


A LARGE meeting in 
London has petitioned 
the czar to remit perse- 
cution of the Jews. 
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Tue modification of 
plants and animals in the 
course of generations is 
afact. It happens even 
in the same external cir- 
cumstances; while under 
alteration of circum- 
stances, the changes be- 
Come. vastly greater. 
Now, if any means can 
be assigned whereby 
some of the modified 
forms are kept alive 
while all the others per- 
ish, the deviations are 
rendered permanent. 
Mr. Darwin pr. vides an 
instrumentality of this 
nature jn what he calls 
Natural Selection, or ‘he 
preservation of the fit- 
test in the struggle of 
life. It has been his en- 
deavor to accumulate a 
vast multitude of facts 
showing the principle in 
Operation, many of them 
inexpliceble on any other 
supposition. Herbert 
Spencer, Huxley, Hook- 
er, Wallace, and others, 
hav contributed to the 
Support and elucidation 
of the hy pothesis. . 
Properly speaking there 
is no rival hypothesis. 
The Special Creation 
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Tux comte de Paris, 
the pretender to the 
French throne, has given 
20,000 francs to Peter's 

. Pence. 


' Vienna police hav dis- 
Solved the Democratic 
Association, because one 
of its objects is universal 
suffrage. 
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Spain, whose Catholic 
bias long prevented rec- 
ogvition of the Brazilian 
republic, has at last ac- 
knowledged that nation. 


Rev. Evou RoGeErs, 
of Burlington, Ia , is in 
trouble for what is 
called ** a long continued 
series of brutal acts and 
indignities.” 


Ir ie proposed to unite 
New York city. Brook- 
lyn, Staten Island, Jersey 
City, and environs, into 
one city to be called 
Manhattan. 


In the canton of Ti- : p MAI : tud Ss view is a phrase that 
cino, Switzerland, mace Masten. = = = E = = z 2a merely Friend our 
Radicals lately rebelled, a s ‘ : gnorance. — Batn's 
the government has NATHAN TELLS DAVID ABOUT THE EWE LAMB Logic. 

ffected a compromise And David's anger was greatly kindled against the ma L i = i. 3- 
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Hotes and Clippings. 


Tue Minneapolis Journal reports a dispatch 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba, which says: ‘‘ The 
most important judgment ever given in Mani- 
toba was delivered by Judge Killam, Novem- 
ber 24th, in the celebrated appeal of the Roman 
Catholics against an act passed by the last 
legislature abolishing separate schools. The 
decision is against the Catholics, but the case 
will be appealed to England, as the Catholics 
will not be satisfied until a decision is obtained 
there.” 


Tag difference between ‘‘ the ancient 
preacher” and his modern followers is thus 
stated by the Ensign, Uncasville, Conn.: 

* “ The ancient preacher said, ‘ Woe unto you 
that are rich.’ The modern preacher fulmi- 
nates against the little boys thatsmoke. The 
ancient preacher said, ‘Judge not, that ye be 
not judged. The modern preacher says, 
‘Tate those that we hate and vote as we di- 
rect or be called rummies and drunkard 
makers.’ The ancient preacher was the 
friend of those he tried to save. The modern 
preacher stands aloof and calls them hard 
names. With the ancient preacher salary 
was nothing. With the modern preacher 
salary is everything and he sees the finger of 
providence pointing only where the pay is 
biggest." 

A GENTLEMAN, of Alabama, recently wrote 
to the Albany Law Journal asking: ‘‘ What 
legally-constituted tribunal ever decided that 
one day in. the week was more ‘ holy’ than 
another? If so, on what authority?” The 
question was called out by the remark of the 
Journal that a man who shaves on Sunday 


* cheats the Lord out of his time.” The 
Journal responded: ‘‘ We really are not 
competent to answer the inquiry, and we 
turn the inquirer over to the Independent, 
which is much better informed on the point 
than we are. The idea of the ‘ Lord’s time’ 
is simply a notion which we hold in common 
with a good many other superstitious peo- 
ple.” The Independent also evidently felt 
unequal to the task of answering the ques- 
tion, for instead of discussing the query, it 
Jaunched out upon a long justification of Sun- 
day laws upon so-called civil grounds. Why 
not answer the question and tell the Ala- 
bama man where, when, and how Sunday 
was made holy ? i 


GroreE MaopoNALD thus discusses the 
question of church taxation in California: 
“I am informed that church property in 
California is subject to taxation. The 
churches announce ‘special collections to 
pay taxes;’ the colored Baptist church on 
Powell street gave a Thanksgiving dinner for 
the benefit of the tax fund, and this office 
has several times been visited by sisters from 
the Convent of Unsatisfied Yearnings, who 
were taking contributions to meet the state’s 
demand on Catholic church property. I do 
not know where the money they collected 
went to. As I gave them nothing I had no 
right to inquire, but it is generally under- 
stood that the city hall clerks got it. The 
assessors in San Francisco are to a certain 
extent Bingle-Taxers when church property 
is under consideration; that is, they assess 
the land, though usually at about half what 
it would sell for, and exempt the buildings 
on account of their moral and religious worth 
to the community. It may yet become neces- 


sary to abolish taxes altogether in order to 
get secular property on anything like an 
equal footing with that owned by ecclesias- 
tical organizations. This method would be 
in a line with my scheme for doing away with 
corruption in office, namely, abolish the office 
and let the corrupt incumbent earn a living 
in the sweat of such relativs and friends as 
are willing to voluntarily contribute to his 
maintenance.” : 


Or the trial of the Reformed Presbyterian 
preachers held recently the Freemans Jour- 
nal, Roman Catholic, says: ‘‘ But it now ap- 
pears that seven of their clergymen in Penn- 
sylvania became so interested in the recent 
contest there that they actually voted despite 
the fact that the synod in May voted 129 to 
17 against such a course. For this the seven 
clergymen are to be hauled over the coals. It 
looks like silly business for intelligent men to 
be engaged in, but there is no telling to what 
extremes man’s mind will go when submitted 
to all the winds of perverse doctrin. These 
ministers hav apparently paid as little atten- 
tion to the history of the instrument known 
as the Covstitution of the United States as 
hav the Infidel followers of Colonel Ingersoll, 
who chippingly made the same assertion. 
But there is a clause in that Constitution 
guaranteeing freedom and protection to all 
forms of religion—with no such guarantee for 
irreligion—and that is tantamount to a decla- 
ration of a belief in God, since all religions 
center in a creator.” 


Says the Christian at Work : ** We cannot as 
8 people too strongly insist that religion in 
the public achools shall not be taught against 
the opposition of those who support the 


Schools. We indeed hear not a little—and 
the plea went in the conference—about teach- 
ing ‘non-sectarian Christianity,’ as being 
the common law of the land. Touching this 
we remark, first, there is no such thing as 
non-sectarian Christianity; and secondly, 
Christianity is not the common law of the 
land. As to the first, reading a Protestant 
version of the Bible is sectarian as against 
the Douay or Roman Catholic version. As 
to the second, even in England, whence the 
common-law theory is derived and applied 
to this country by.its advocates, Lord Coke 
declared ‘ the common law adapted itself to 
the religion of the country just so far as was 
necessary for the peace and safety of civil 
institutions, and only where by their inevit- 
able effects they became offenses sgainst man 
and his temporal security” In like tenor was 
the decision of the Massachusetts supreme 
court [Commonwealth vs. Kneeland]; of 
Justice Clayton of Delaware [State vs. 
Chandler]; while the supreme court of Ohio 
[Bloom vs. Richards] declares, ‘ Neither 
Christianity nor any other system of religion 
is a part of the law of this state.’ We could 
quote at greater length, but hav not the 
space. To conclude: We hav religion, but 
the state may not teach it. We must 
keep our public schools as they are—that is, 
keep them from sectarian teaching. In this 
way alone will the state preserve the school 
against the assaults of the Roman Catholics 
who would disestablish the system if they 
could. It will be an evil day for the state 
that sees the downfall of the public school 
system through the machinations of the 
Roman Catholics, and that is the way its 
downfall will be compassed, if, indeed, it 
ever is, which God forbid.” 
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. without thought or reflection. 
. ; God is good aud full of loving-kindnesa, and that his 
` mercy endureth forever, and at the same time believe 


1 


. briek-kiln.” 


Communications. 


Christianity Before the Court.—Concluded. 


When all the atrocities recorded in the Bible are 
considered, is it any wonder that cranks and crazy 
enthusiasts should abound, when they hav been 
taught from their youth up that these cruel and un- 
natural acts were commanded of God? 

Oh, I tell you, my friends, that somebody is wick- 
-edly responsible for teaching lessons which hav pro- 
duced such fearful results! Jonathan Edwards said 
that he would glory in seeing his dearest friends in 
hell if it was the will of Gad. No man will harbor 
such feelings, or giv expression to such a sentiment, 


` until the last vestige of manhood has been eradicated 


by the belief in a savage religion. Men who enter- 
tain such sentiments are the ones who persecute, tort- 
ure, banish, or burn those who differ from them. 

It was a fiendish Christian mob, imbued with this 
spirit, who set fire to the buildings of Dr. Priestley. 
Concealed a little way from the house, he saw his 
apparatus and valuable books and papers, the work 
of a lifetime, go up in flame. And what was his 
cffense? He had published soms books which Onris- 
tians did not think were orthodox. 

Following are some passages of scripture which 
put this spirit of hellish ‘hatred into the minds of 
men: “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every 


. _ man bis sword by his side and go in and out from 
gate to gate, and slay every man his brother, and 


every man his companion, and every man his neigh- 
bor.” “Kill every male among the little ones, and 
kill every woman who hath known man by lying with 
him.” “And he put them under saws and under 
harrows of iron, and made them pass through the 
* Siay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling.” “Slay utterly old and young, both maids 
and little children.” 

Did God write that? Did he ever giv utterance 
to such savage commands? Did God ever command 
the killing of helpless children? If God gave these 
commands, what kind of a God do you worship, my 
Ohristian friend? Somebody has told you that the 
Bible is the word of God, and you hav believed it 
Can you believe that 


that he is guilty of such diabolical aots ? 

Is it any wonder that men hav been intolerant, 
and waged bloody wars and murdered their own 
children, when they believed that G-d commanded 
the murder of mothers and babes? Sach belief fally 
entertained is calculated to turn the highest civiliza- 


. tion back to a state of savagery and set men to wor- 


: every sensible man ought to know it. 


rying and devouring each other. In whst light will 
these bloody commands appear when comparad with 
- the goodness and mercy of God? 
The truth is, God never gave such commands, and 
The people 
were savage, and they plundered each other and 
waged wars of extermination, and when their leaders 
wanted to urge on their hounds of destruction they 
commanded them in the name of God. It is all rea. 
sonable that military chieftains bent on murder and 
plunder should giv such commands; but to charge 
God with the butchery of little children ought to 
shame a savage. Marauding military monsters like 
David and Joshua gave their orders, and told their 


` ignorant, bloodthirsty cohorts that the commands 


came from God, and they believed if, and that ia all 
there is about it. 


" Some Obristians claim that the O'd Testament 


. was given in different, times, for a diffarent purpose, 


and to a people diffaring from us in thought, habit, 


 &nd practice; and that it was well suited to their 


wants and condition ; but the Naw Testament is the 
rule of our faith and practice, suited exactly to our 
~ Spiritual wants, and strictly followed will lead us up 


* tothe highest state of sivilizstion and develop the 


. loftiest manhood. That is to say, that God had be- 


come more civilized when he wrote the New Testa. 
ment than when he wrote the O'd. 
But the New Testament is by no means the best 


` nor yet the most perfect book which has ever been 


written. For in it is found & warrant for all the 
persecutions and wars which hav so much disgraced 
Christianity for hundreds of years, as the following 
passages will show: “I came not to send peace but 


. a sword.” “Suppose ye that I came to giv peace on 


" 


- mother and wife and children and brothers, 


' knows, the closer it is followed the 


earth? I tell you nay.” ‘The brother shall deliver 


~ up the brother to death, the father the child, and the 


-children shall rise up against their 
them to be put to death.” “He that hath no sword 
let him sell his garments and buy one.” “If any 
man come unto me and hate not his father and 
e 
‘his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” "n 
any man preach any other gospel unto you than that 
ye hav received, let him be accursed.” 

This is all New Testament doctrin, 


parents, and cause 


and everybody 
worse it will be 
for the race. 

‘Christ said he came to set 


arents against chil- 
dren and children p gainst chil 


against parents, and the father. 
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in-law against the mother-in-law, and & man's ene- 
mies should be those of his own household. Is such 
doctrin calculated to bring peace on earth and good 
will tomen? It is such teaching which has whetted 
the sword of persecution, and kindled the fires which 
hav crept over the quivering flesh of roasting here- 
tics. 
most bloody wars that ever stained the pages of 
history, and given men the savage disposition to 
tear helpless victims limb from limb, and visit every 
trembling nerve with an instrument of torture, and 
to practice acts of cruelty which a well-bred devil 
would be ashamed of. 

What we want is a decent regard for the rights 
and feelings of others, good-fellowship, fraternity, 
equality, and the spirit of old-fashioned democracy 
which felt hurt when the humblest individual was 
injured. More care for the welfare of onr living 
bodies and the present life, and less anxiety about 
the soul and the hereafter. Does anyone know that 
one will be happy and another eternally miserable 
after death, or that they will exist at all? Why 
worry about that which nobody kuows anything 
about! This life is an actuality, our wants must be 
supplied, and to trifle with this life and turn all cur 
attention to s visionary future is not a work of wis- 
dom. 

The Obristiau says, ‘Search the scriptures if you 
want light on any subject.” Well, I wanted light 
on the subject of a fature existence, and I did search 
the scripture and here is my finding: 

“The dead know not anything, for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou goest. For that which befalleth the 
sons cf men befalleth the beasts, as the one dieth so 
dieth the other. Yea, they hav all one breath, so 
that man hath no pri éninence over a beast. As a 
tree falleth so it lieth ;-sil go to one pl ce.” If aman 
hath no preé ninence over the beast, why all this 
anxiety about the hereafter? If all go to one place, 
how will the Christian fare better than the Infidel ? 
Yet, with these passages of scripture staring him in 
the face, the Christian affects to b» wonderfully ex- 
erciséd about the condition of the unbeliever. He 
is so filled with love and charity for the sinner that 
he weeps over his condition night and day. It is 
barely possible that the Obristian is honest, but if 
so his honesty is made of very stretchy material. 
He would hav the world think that his love and 
charity, like a great mantle, would cover the whole 
human race. But let him get after an Infidel and 
his mantle contains a thousand scorpions. 

I suppose when Christians burnt heretics and 
poured hot lead in their ears and bored out eyes, 
cropped ears and slit noses and whipped women, 
they did it all in the fear of God and with love and 
charity. To the Obristians heaven is a delightful 
abode, hell an awful place, and it is such a terrible 
thing to incar the wrath of God. But let a man 
put himself in antagonism to the church, and the 
wrath of God is not fierce enough, hell is too far cff; 
they are only too anxious to see the smoke of his tor- 
ment. And although it is to ascend up forever and 
ever, yet they cannot wait, they want it to begin to 
ascend up now. 

The promises of the New Testament are so precious 
to the Ohristian. He is to hav a crown and a barp 
and a white robes, and spend most of his time ina 
holy waltz over the golden pavements of the New Je- 
rusalem. This is to be the portion of the Christian 
if he is only faithful to the end. Faith is a great 
thing. With “a full supply constantly on band” 
nothing is to be impossible to the Caristian. He is 
even to be given the power to remove mountains. 
N»w,I would like to engage the services of one of 
these gospel mountain heavers. Ard to any holy 
heaver who can bring good references I will giv one 
hundred dollars a month with steady employment. 

The political campaign is over. To-day in the vil- 
lage of Naples a religious campaign is to be opened 
against the devil and his doings. These gospel bum- 
mera are to keep open shop here, at great expense, 
for two or three weeks, marshaling their forces 
against the devil and his brimstone country. 

Now, if some one could send me a Ohristian who is 
a good hand at casting out devils—and all genuin 
Ohristians are promised that power—it would not take 
him long to cast out the few devils lurking around 
Naples, and then these holy evangelists could depart 
to other fields to blow the gospel trump, and save 
thereby a great deal of wind. 

I am getting advanced in years, and I want to do 
a great deal of good before I die. I am ambitious to 
found s hospital. I want another Christian who can 
lay hands on the sick and hav them recover. Money 
is no object. To anyone who can make it a success 
I will guarantee a salary of one thousand dollars per 
month. 

We hav quite German element in our vicinity, 
and many are desirous to learn the German language. 
A few are driving away at French, others are study- 
ing Greek and Latin, and if some Christian who can 
“speak with new tongues” would come here, he 
would find an open field with no opposition, and he 
would be well rewarded. 

Then, for variety and a special entertainment, a 
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This doctrin of hellish hate bas caused the |. 


few -Ohristians who ean handle snakes and drink 
deadly poisons and not be hurt would create quite a 
furor. Besides, they would do more to convinces 
men of the truth of the Ohristian religion than all 
the revivalists who ever disgraced the rules of com- 
mon sense by lying in the name of God. 

I learn from a universal geography that there are 
about three hundred and eighty million Obristians 
in the world. Ont of this vast number can one be 
found who can psrform the miracles mentioned 
above? 

Raad carefully Mark xvi, 16-19, then Matt. xvii, 
20. If they cannot remove mountains, and perform 
all manner of impossible things, cast out devils, 
speak with new tongues, handle serpents, drink 
deadly poisone, lay hands on the sick and hav them 
recover, they sre to be damned to a man, and there 
is no escape. 

After all the agonizing and howling and groaning, - 
after all the tears and wars end tortures and blood- 
shed, efter all the prayers and prostrations, self- 
denials and expostulations, not one New Testament 
Christian in all the earth! Oh, my Christian friend, 
this is a sorry showing, but it is according to your 
heavenly guidebook and nails you as dead as a her- 
ring. You are only on a par with the poor Infidel 
whom you hev so long hated and despised. Paine, 
Voltaire, Ingersoll, all whom you hav so much tra- 
duced and lied about, are on the same level with your- 
selve. Thev cannot perform these miracler, neither 
can you. You hav no “preem‘nence” over them, 
nor yet “over the beasts”—'‘as one dieth so dieth 
the other " (Hoel. iz, 5-10; iii, 19, 20). 

“Whom the gods would destroy they first make 
mad.” According to this legend, the destruction of 
thé Christian must be near at hand, for no reason 
can reach him. He is mad with his own folly. 

And after reading this article I expect he will be- 
come furious, so I will administer a little spiritual 
soothing syrup, just as they giv small doses of 
brandy to one on the verge of delirium tremens. 
The drippings from one of Sam Jones's sermons one 
would think would quiet the mind of s Ohristian like 
pouring oil on the troubled waters. I shail only giv 
extracte—to administer them in their full strength 
wouid prove dangercus. “A home should be blessed 
with plenty of children. When God gave a man 
‘nothing but a pale little wife and a canary bird, he 
hadn’t done much for him. Whenever I see an old 
maid, I think some man hain’t done his duty." 
* High license preachers won't be in hell five min- 
utes before the devil will hav them saddled and 
bridled and be trotting them around."  * Iogersoll is 
about the worst man of the nineteenth century. My 
idea of an Infidel is a great big blabbing mouth. I 
hav seen on ore of Barnum’s posters an animal with 
a mouth six feet wide snd a tail three inches long— 
a good picture of an Infidel.” “Some people don't 
like my slang, but it is the only thing I hav got a 
patent-right on.” “Some women say they don’t 
believe there is any harm in theaters. You're a fool. 
You say your pastor don’t object. Then he isn't fit 
to be pastor of a litter of puppies” “Only one 
thing that has ever been said abcut me has hurt. 
Some jack-leg editor, after taking a drink from his 
demijohn, sat down on ore ear and fanned himself 
with tbe other, and said I was ill-bred. It’s a lie.” 
“Tf you women will hold while I skin, we'll make 
hide fly.” “I despise a man who is so narrow- 
minded that a fly can stand on his nose and paw out 
one eye and kick out the other—a man who can look 
through a keyhole with both eyes at once.” “I 
would rather be a liberal gambler than a stingy 
Methodist.” “If I had as much money and aa little 
religion as some of you fellows, I would bring my 
knitting and sit up with this meeting.” “It takes 
an expert to tell a man is dead, but when a woman 
stops talkirg you may know ehe’s gone." 

My friend, if you are not far gone with Christian 
rabies, I would like to ask you if you believe that 
God ever-called such a mental stinkbug to preach ? 
Will this theological loafer ever be permitted to 
belch his holy slush over the golden pavements of 
the New Jerusalem? Does anybody believe that 
this hypocritical lickspittle was thinking about Jesus 
or heaven or lost sinnere, or anything except two 
hundred dollars per week, when. he uttered that lan- 
guage? It is evident enough to any clear-sighted 
man that this soul-hustler would roll in slime and. 
dirt for filthy luere. 

Oh, my deluded Christian friend, why will you not 
see that these heavenly brokers are selling you drafts 
on the world to come for cash down? How much 
solid eash do you want to pay for spiritual robes and 
crowns and harps? As long as these heavenly sky- 
larks can sing songs and make prayers and wring 
from you your hard-earned money for golden blocks 
of pavement in the New Jerusalem, so long will they 
ply their dirty work. Remember, my Christian 
friends, you are all the time paying down, while you 
take their promises on trust. Would anybody but a 
lunatic transact business in that way? You slways 
trust the minister, but never realize anything from 
his promises—he asks you to pay down. You read 
in your Bibles how Samson caught three hundred 
foxes and yoked them together by their tails, and 
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how he tors a lion as easily as a Frenchman could a | observed facts as to satisfy me that Mr. Reid was 


frog. Do you believe that? What a lion-tamer he 
would hav made, and he could hav collected a whole 
menagerie in a couple of days. 

Then you read about blowing down solid walls of 
masonry with rams’ horns. I think such rams’ horns 
might hav been utilized and the breastworks and 
fortifications of the enemy blown to smithereens in 
time of the late “ onpleasantness.” 

You read about a lot of holy bummers having a 
high old time and drinking up all the wine, and then 
turning water into wine and keeping right on with 
the jamboree. 

How a man found a cosy retreat in a big fish’s 
belly, and got in out of the wet. 

How some Hebrew children danced a double rig- 
&doon in a fiery furnace and didn’t raise a sweat. 

How some sleight-of-hand performers over in Egypt 
turned all the water into blood, and out of every 
grain of sand made a louse. 

How a vast multitude commenced a feast without 
provisions enough for one course, but the more they 
stuffed the more the store increased. 

How & man went under training with the devil 
among the tombs, and developed his muscle until no 
chains cou'd hold him. 

GRON a man was brought to life after he began to 
stink. 

. How God made a woman out of a man's rib and 
turned out a fancy job. 

How a {fot of men jumped out of their graves and 
FANON their dry bones for the edification of the peoc- 
ple. 

How a girl got to fooling with a ghost and 
“ brought one more into the family for the old man 
to support.” 

How men, in defiance of the law of gravitation, 
mounted up among the clouds; how a wife and 
mother was turned to salt for looking back at the 
old home; how old Lot got boosy and sustained 
the double relation of father and grandfather to his 
daughter's children ; how Dalilah got Samson where 
his hair was short; how David appropriated Uriah's 
wife, and then killed Uriah to prevent a fass in the 
family; 

Wi mair o? horrible and awful, 

Which ev'n to name wad be unlawful. 
Oh, my Obristian friends, will you continue to hav 
such balderdash rammed down your throsts as the 
word of God by a lot of scheming ministers who 
hav no other object than to get your money, and liv 
upon your uapatd toil? If you hav the courage of 
men throw cff the ecclesiastical yoke, and bring 
your spinal columns to a perpendicular. Say to the 
seventy thousand theological drones in this country, 
“Tf you want to teach others to be honest, first be 
honest yourselvs and earn your own bread. Sot an 
example before the world which will make the world 
the better by being followed. Stop fooling with 
fature soap bubbles, and angels, and saviors, and 
turn your attention to the bast methods of improv- 
ing the human race.” And may the Great Whang- 
doodle add his blessing. Amen. Joms Precx. 

Naples, N. Y. ; 


i ——— ————-—— 
** Accuracy of Statement,” vs. “ Qaibbles.” 


In Tue Trurs Sesser for Aug. 30, 1890, appeared 
an editorial criticism which needs fixing. It was 
sufficiently answered in September 13:h and 27 ch, by 
Burr. But as he was not conversant with all the 
facts, and as I am the person under editoria! indict- 
ment, some of my friends think I ought to be heard 
in my own defense. I care nothing for self in the 
matter; but I do care for the truth, and I agree 
with the Editor in his expressed desire for “accuracy 
of statement.” 

The first line in this editorial criticism contains 
an inaccuracy. I challenge the Editor to find auy 
such letter of mine “to W. E. Raid's Spiritual In- 
structor.” This inaccuracy is repeated in the 
editorial reply to Burr, September 13th, and there 
made uae of to hold me responsible for words quoted 
from Mr. Reid! Thus, “In indorsing Mr. Reid in 
his letter to the Spiritual Instructor, Mr. Howe 
made Mr. Roid's statement to private sitters his 
own.” 

Since I never wrote any such letter to the Spirit- 
ual Instructor, the responsibility is changed. In 
writing of Mr. Raid to the Better Way I quoted his 
words, and they were copied into the Spiritual 
Instructor, and eradited to that paper. Tae TRUTH 
Sunxen's transposition of my quoted and misquoted 
words is also misleading. Assuming what no 
statement of mine justifies, the Editor so trans- 
poses and misquotes my words as to make it ap- 
pear that I had claimed in November, 1889, that I 
had received personal messages in private sittings 
with W. E. Reed. Whereas, I had nowhere stated 
that I had even had a sitting with him until my 
letter appeared in the Progressiv Thinker in 
August, 1890. The first and only published letter 
in which I ever referred to my sittings with Reid 
was the one of Aug. 16, 1890, in which I stated 
they were all total failures. But my failure to 
get messages in no way disqualified the testimony 
of others, which had been so corroborated by 


a remarkable medium. Quoting from my quota 
tion, the Editor of Tus Truru Szexer misequotes in 
a way to mislead his renders by clearly implying that 
I had reported a personal experience with Reid in 
1889, snd that “the slates were all filled with 
writing." 

In his original criticism the Editor politely sug- 
gests that ‘a liar onght to hav a good memory.” 
This may express Truru Szrxzz etiquet; but as the 
only evidence of lying in this esse is found in the in- 
accuracies, misquotations, transpositions, and un- 
warranted assumptions of my critic, I would mildly 
suggest for the sake of “ accuracy of statement" that 
Freethought editors “ ought to hav a good memory ” 
or else consult the records before publishing such 
charges and inferentially branding a Spiritualist as 
a liar with a poor memory. The editorial error in 
the firat line of hie criticiam is twice repeated with- 
out correction. 

When cslled to account by Burr for substituting 
* were all” for * are" the Editor claims it “in no wise 
changes the matter.” This seems to me an unfortu- 
nate assumption coming from an Editor who empha 
sizes the importance of “accuracy of staternent.” 

It must be clear to any critical reader that the 
change of the one word “are” to “were” and inter- 
polating “all,” and then ascribing the language to 
me, which was quoted from Reid, and marked as a 
quotation, entirely changes the significance, and if 
“the public was deceived,” these misrepresentations 
are responsible for the deception. 

I find nothing in my letter to the Better Way, 
from which these quotations were taken, fo retract 
or correct. I hav never claimed to hav received 
personal messages or independent slate-writings in 
any sitting with Walter E. Reid. The only evidence 


of any inaccuracy or self contradiction in my pub-. 


lished statements is to be found in the loose and 
garbled extracts and editorial “quibbles” and mis- 
representations of my letter in Tue TaurH SEEKER 
criticism. Yours for “accuracy of statement," 
Lyman O. Howe. 


————_2 4-9 
A Bird’s-Eye View. 

Taking a bird’s-eye view of the Sesular field we 
are led to the conclusion that the past has not been 
fought in vain, that the present presents new open- 
ings, and that the future remains to reveal golden 
and unhoped-for succasses. Proud are we of the 
past and confident of the future. 

The last congress did a good work. It struck 
superstition and priestorafi a severe blow, which will 
resound in coming years; from which, in faot, full 
and complete recovery cannot be expected. The 
holding of the congress at Portsmouth was a step in 
the right direction and at the right time. It opened 
up the great central region, set the people resident 
therein to reading their Bibles as they never did be- 
fore, and also to giving serious thought and reflec- 
tion to the fundamental principles of our government 
and how to maintain them. 

The next congress (in 1891) can do a better work 
if held in the right place. That place, by great 
odds, is Das Moines, Ia. Franklin Steiner, the ener- 
getic president of the Secular Union of that city, 
writes that he is working for it. and that already Dr. 
Lespinasse has subscribed $100. With such a siart 
as that and almost a year to go on, the necessary 
capital to clear expenses can be stated ss “assured.” 
For these reasons the Portsmouth Sseular Union has 
withdrawn its application and gratuitous offer to 
again entertain the congress, in favor of the beautiful 
city of Iowa. There are many ressons why our 
annual gatherings should be heid for the next three 
years in the West, and strong ones indeed why it 
should go to Das Moines in 1891. 

In the mean time the state of Wisconsin should 
not be lost sight of. That is the state we should 
capture in whole and not in part. It presents a 
splendid opening and no time should bs lost in tek. 
ing advantage of the same. The result of the late 
election there, how it was brought about, ete., speaks 
no uncertain sound. Shall we heedit? Shall we get 
to work before it is too late— while “the gates are 
yet ajar?” Of course our national leaders can do 
but little when there is little to do with. What 
they need is to be backed up with the “ $5 000 Guar- 
antes Fund" authorized at the late congress, recently 
published, and to which only a few as yet hav sub- 
scribed. The full $5 000 should be raised without 
delay, and with that amount in the treasury 8 war- 
fare can be carried on that will win us Wisconsin and 
giv us an option of the remainder of the great North- 
west. By putting a “field” secretary into Wiscon- 
sin, equipped with circulars, pamphlets, and other 
Secular paraphernalia, auxiliaries could be organized 
in almost every city, town, and village of said state. 
But this “field” secretary should be a picked indi- 
viduel—that is to say, should possess certain char- 
acteristics and qualities; should be possessed of wis- 
dom, of goodness, and of power; should be boiling 
over with energy, mild and calm in disposition, win- 
ning and captivating in manners, and logical and fore- 
ible in conversation. It is not necessary to be an 
orator in order to be an organizer—in fact, I think 


the greatest organizers of the past hav been, and 
those of the present are, the poorest orators. The 
true organizer lays the foundation, builds the pedes- 
tal, as it were, upon which the orator, great in elo- 
quence and wit, stands and proclaims his sentiments 
and his thoughts. 

With Wisconsin thoroughly organized, and by the 
efforts of “ the right man in the right place,” Madi- 
son or Milwaukee will in 1892 open wide its gates 
and bid our sixteenth congress welcome. Whether 
the state is thus organized or not, I think there are 
several strong reasons of a political nature why in 
1892 our annual gathering should go to Wisconsin, 
which reasons space forbids me to mention at this 
writing. In 1893, the year of the World's Fair, a 
grand ixternational congress should be arranged. 
This, of course, should be held in the wonderful city 
of Ohicago. All nations and climes could be repre- 
sented ; Freethinkers even from the “isles of the 
sea” would be. present. Can anyone fail to see the 
strength arising from such an affair? Could the 
value to the world of such a gathering be overesti- 
mated? By taking time by the forelock, this and the 
other things I hav mentioned can be accomplished. 
So let's all join hands and dance to the tune, “ We 
are the people! we are bound to get there !" 

Portsmouth, O. Wut S. ANDRES, 

——— 9-4 M 


At D. M. Bennett’s Grave. 


On one of those lovely days of last summer I 
paid s visit to the quiet retreats and sylvan shades of 
Greenwood cemetery. During my stroll among the 
grand old trees and rich foliage which border the 
little winding foot-paths, I came upon the monu- 
ment erected to the memory of that martyr to Free- 
thought, D. M. Bennett. And, as your magazine 
numbers among its readers so many recruits to the 
noble army of Freethought, it occurred to me that 
perhaps a short description of this monument would 
prove interesting to them.. The sentiments ex- 
pressed in its inscriptions are so pure, ennobling, and 
free from cant and superstition, that & perusal of 
them cannot fail to hav an inspiring effect upon the 
mind. The monument is easily found, being the 
first on the leit from the Fourth avenue entrance. 
It is inclosed ina neat little plot, thickly covered 
with velvety grass, which on the day when I saw it was 
in its brightest and loveliest livery of green. An orna- 
mental iron fence encircles the plot, while a bench of 
the same material has been placed invitingly inside. 
The monument, which is composed of granit, highly 
polished, stands about fifteen feet high. On the 
front, across the shaft, in large, raised capital letters, . 
is the following inscription: “Erected by one thou- 
sand friends" Below is a bronze bust of Mr. Bən- 
nett in bas-relief. It shows a prominent forehead 
and a kindly face. Further below, in deeply cut 
capital letters, is the following : 

D. M. Bennett, the founder of Tat TRUTH SEEKER: the 
defender of liberty, and its martyr; the editor, tireless and 
fearless; the enemy of superstition and of ignorance, its 
mother; the teacher of multitudes ; the friend, faithful and 
kind; the man, honest and true, rests here. Though dead, 
he still speaks to us, and asks that we continue the work he 
left unfinished. When the innocent is convicted the court is 
condemned. 

On the remaining three sides, below the heading, 
* His Words,” are the following quotations: 

I believe in the eternal powers of nature, in the superi- 
ority of good lives, in acts of kindness toward our fellow- 
beings, and in efforts tospread the light of truth over the dark 
spots of the earth. Fach person must be responsible for the 
good or ill he does. Here is our duty; here is our allegiance, 
and not in the sky above us. We must make our heaven on 
the earth, and not intheair. The object of our lives should 
be to make this world as beautiful, and ourselvs and our fel- 
lows as happy, a8 is in our power. I can hardly yield my 
consent that this is the last of our individuality, and I fordly 
think that Father and Mother Nature are able to accomplish 
the best, greatest, and most desirable of all problems—a con- 
tinued existence. But I am borrowing no trouble about it. 
Demonstrated science may be regarded as the only true sci- 
ence of knowledge. What is called revelation is a snare, a 
delusion, a falsehood. Those who claim to speak for the 
gods simply speak their own thought. The gods do not 
speak; they are dumb as the rocks; they are as speechless 
as the grave. With nature itis not so; to know her is to 
know the truth, and to study her is to be wise. 

Oa the footstone the following is cut: “ Born, 
December 23, 1818; died, December 8, 1882.” It is 
unadorned wiih crosses, angels, “beautiful gates 
ajar,” or other relics of barbarism, but stands forth 
in its bold, grand, sublime simplicity, a fit tribute to 
the noble and fearless thinker to whose memory if 
was erected.— 2. J. Clark in Twentieth Century. 


~~ — 


Curist1an persecuted Christian, often for differ- 
ences all but imperceptible, except to the faith- 
opened eyes of religious lunatics. A keen and ran- 
gorous dispute raged for years as to whether it was 
lawfal to baptize with sand, instead of water; and 
to the learned and devout such problems were ever 
presenting themselvs as the double procession of the 
Holy Ghost, the exact nature of the transfiguration 
light upon Mount Tabor, and the existence in Christ 
of two coincident but perfectly independent wills. 
Want of soundness on such insane subtleties was 
sufficient to hav the unsound one burnt to a cinder. 
—Saladin. . 


`. shall crush its head and achieve her complete victory. 


"propriety. Taken altogether, it was the most plau- 


~ 


. ance of the vile creed, of reason partially dethroned, 


' Again, he said, ‘ There is no animal that wallows in 


_ they did the image that Nebuchadnezzar erected.” 
Again, he says, “Jesus was all right, he taught a pure 
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his high standard. Paul sould not keep the people 
in the narrow path thst Jesus kept them in, and 
since his death thera has been a gradual drifting 
to a funeral discourse by Gec, J. Sehweinfurih, the | away from that standard, until to-day, instead of the 
measiah of the nineteenth e-niury, on Saturday last. | world being in the ehurch, the church is in the 
"Tho man over whom the remarks were made was J.| world. The world has eaptured the church.” He 
P. Smith, an old settler of Byron township, a good | then went on to lay the whip of small cords on the 
man and sn honored citizen. He was a man of | backs of modern mankind, as his Grand Example 
whom it might be said that the world was better | did nearly nineteen hundred years ago. He said 
for his having lived. His was the home at which all | that the “ generation of vipers,” and a great many 
were walcoms, he a man that lived to do good. He other vile names, described modern men very well. 
died on Friday, Dacember 12th, and the services | “The great troubie with reformers is that they try 
were held the next afternoon, Saturday, at 1 |to reach the great masses cf men, instead of preach- 
o'clock. At that hour I started for the residence | ing the perfection of morality, and living up to that 
at which the services were to be held. Tas de-| high, perfect standard, be it only one or two. Prin- 
ceased had formally been of the Methodist persua- | ciple is sacrificed for popularity. The Chureh Tri- 
sion, and quite a few uncomplimentary remarks were umphant has not made this mistake—it started right. 
made by our citizens on allowing the address to be} It started weak snd small, but with the right prin- 
made by this blasphemous man, as he is called. On} ciples, and to day God has blessed it.” 
my arrival there I was received by a young man, a Again, he ssid, “ If I were to mention the great re- 
member of the Church Triumphant, and & brother | formers that hav made the world better, that 
of Mary of “Immaoulate Conception” fame, and | hav illuminated this dark world with gleams of 
received very polite attention. I was ushered into | righteousness, I would mention Joseph, Abra- 
a cosy sitting room and given a good seat. I was} ham, Isaac, and Daniel.” In that catalog he for- 
not surprised at the company sround me. Oaly | got to place Christ, and it seemed to me that away 
two or three persons besides members of their | down in the darkest depths of his hideous, mesmerio 
church were there. I looked at the compary care-| heart there was a secret jealousy of the one that he 
fully. There they sat—many with gray hairs stream- | now attempts to supersede, hia elder brother. His 
ing down to their shoulders, with sad, earnest faces ; | discourse was rambling from this time ov. Still the 
others in the very prime of life with the frame of | audience kept their eyes fastened on him asa bird 
health and strength, with physique unmarked by | keeps its eyes on the snake that destroys it. Among 
passion or sensuality. Trey sat in silence. No grief | other things he said, “ Anyone that loves right loves 
was Visible on their faces; their faith was too strong | the Church Triumphant. Anyone that hates wrong 
to permit emotions of sorrow. Perhaps fifty per-| is in sympathy with us. No one but a lover of sin 
sons were present, and in the center of the group, | need be afraid of the Church Triumphant. No one 
near where the folding doors opened from one room | but a retainer of infernal goods end ideas need trem- 
to another, sat the man of them all—The Perfect | ble.” 
Man, The One who has bsen, who was, and now is, In conclusion he said, “And now may all praise 
the man with all the attributes of God, the only| and honor be ascribed throughout all lands under 
and inimitable Geo. J. Sshweinfurth. His whole | the sun, to him that has been, that was, and now is 
appearance was perfect—the large, brainy head, with | again, throughout all time, amen.” His manner 
its strong animal development; the dark hair care. | seemed plainly to say, ^I mean myself.” His dis- 
fully combed ; the magnetic eyes; the gold-colored | ciples and apostles evidently agreed with him here, 
whiskers carefully cared for; the small, white hand ; | as evinced by their reverential groans and hearty 
the perfect fitting clothes of the clerical eut, while | amens. He then spoke of the deceased, told how he 
the whole carriage and demeanor of the man bespoke | had been brought up in “the church of the world, 
the gentleman. His self-control is remarkable, and | the church that teaches falsehood, that tells lies, 
the man is always cool and in possession of his fac- | whose doctrins are those of hell.” He told how the 
ulties. But the services open; the choir, an excel- | man had held out against his power at first, influenced 
lent one, sings a gospel hymn with remarkable sweet- | by his esrly teachings. He spoke of the gradual lean- 
ness, and the great Impersonator rises to speak. | ing toward the new religion—that he waa less hostil 
He reads a few extracts from the Bible, and another | and bitter in his attitude to it, until he was quite 
Song is sung, and his prayer follows. He prays| friendly to the new belief. Said that the deceased 
direct to God and does not ask Jesus's intercession. | had been a warm friend of his for the lass five years, 
This finished, he again turns to the Bible, and says, | during which time he partially accepted the new faith. 
** O1 such an occasion as this a great many thoughts | He spoke of a visit to him two months before his 
center in the mind.” A few thoughts centered in | deatb, when his mind was still clear and he was yet 
my mind also. I thought of the deceased years | quick to perceive an argument, but that “memory 
ago when this cursed hallucination had not bsen| had so failed him that he could hold to no one 
started. I saw the happy family, and they were in-| thought longer than five minutes.” He told of his 
deed a happy one. I saw their bright young | last visit with him and that the man took his hand 
daughter just home from school, and the happy, | and with tears in his eyes thanked him for showing 
loving wife, the pleasant, genial husband, and their | bim the light. I could not but think of a devil of de- 
many friends. I thought of the present desolation— | struction boasting of bis work, a broken home and 
wife joining the Church Triumphant, leaving home to | shattered minds, and the words of my friend, “ No 
join the colony in “ Heaven,” of her death. I thought | corner of hell is too deep or dark for him who breaks 
of that intelligent young daughter; of her accept-| up the home of a fellow-man.” 

The language of the address was eloquent through- 
out and he held his audience with the closest atten- 
tion. He spoke in low, quiet tones, with a remarkable 
self-possession. I hav not done the address justice. 
It is better—for its kind—than here sketched. The 
services at the house were closed by singing, “ Watch- 
man, tell me of the morning,” and the procession 
moved to the beautiful Byron cemetery, where the 
exercises were short, but impressiv. Thus ends the 
sacrilege. The new messiah rides away in a fine car- 
riage, behind blooded horses, for “ Heaven,” and the 
mourners go about the street. 

Allis quiet ia ** Heaven” now, no rumors disturb 
its inmates. A sister of his now resides there and 
takes down her brother's utterances with a view of 
preparing a new and better Bible, for they sadly feel 
ita need. She is an expert stenographer, and an in- 
telligent, attractiv little lady, and evidently admires 
her brother. The messiah has another brother in 
Obio—Findlay, I think—a saloon- keeper. He wishes 
Jake to giv up this angel racket, as he terms it, and 
come to him and earn an honest living. As to the 
effects of the doctrin here, I can say that it drove 
one woman insane, and confiued her in the Elgin 
asylum for the insane. It seized an old settler here 
and he mistook himself for John the Baptist, and 
begged the neighbors to behead him. ‘The chief 
priests and scribes of the new faith were brought up 
before the Winnebago county grand jury, a short 
time ago, and, like Paul before Agrippa, made a 
strong impression on the honest jurors, who, however 
much they wished to convict, could not on account 
of the nature of the evidence. Mary, the mother of 
the infant child, testified to her sinless condition and 
gloried in it. The said infant child is now at 
us Heaven,” and is growing in grace and in stature 
and in favor with the faithful. 

The whole affair has quieted over here, and the 
great Impersonator—he impersonates a great man 


Jesus Talks Again. 
It was my fortune, whether good or bad, to listen 


and‘of her sad death the past summer. I thought 
of the father holding out against this home- breaking, 
blasphemous creed; of the anguish of his mind 
when he saw his home broken up sad himsolf left 
desolate, and then the sucoumbing of this strong 
mind to grief, its gradual breaking, and then the 
entire surrender to this magnetic, mesmeric minis- 
terial shark. My heart ached, but I listened, and 
our attention was called to the third chapter of Gen- 
esis. The fsble of the serpent and the woman was 
taken up and explained to them in a new light. 
* Aud it shall bruise thy heel, and thou shalt crush 
ita head,” was explained as not to be taken in a literal 
sense, but symbolical of the warfare waged between 
vile, Sensual, imperious man and weaker woman, in 
which man was the serpent, and finally the woman 


He told the story of the ycung betrothed that 
dreamed of sesing a dreadfu! serpent, disgusting, 
loathsome, and in place of the head of the serpent 
were the features of her lover. Not being suparsti- 
tious, she regarded it not, but found after marriage 
‘that her husband was a veritable monster and that 
the dream was a timely warning of a kind providence 
and not to be disregarded. The dream perhaps 
might hav been of himself, for all we know, and with 


sible apology for free love that I ever heard expressed. 


the mire so depraved as man, be it hog, glutton, or 
any Other vile creature. He is dressed, perfumed, 
to cover his ugliness, and is a veritable wolf in sheep's 
clothing. And women, like the children of old, are 
as ready to worship any image that he sets up, as 


doctrin, he taught the perfect man, but at the time 
of his death there was a gradual drifting away from 


will be the outcome of all this I know not. 
nothing of motivs, we hav here in this enlightened 
community, enacted under our eyes, all the scenes, 


—ssid that the persecution only made them the 


stronger, and made whiter the persecuted. What 
Saying 


save one, of nineteen hundred years ago. The one 
exception is the crucifixion and resurrection. He 
seems to entirely ignore that point, and perhaps 
thirka it a useless aot in the drama. 

Byron, Til, Ost. 15,1890. Epwis S. Ezrrorr. 

1 
Curious Messianic Parallels. 

To rar Eprron or Tue Teora Sexxer, Sir: It give 
me great pleasure to see the Liberal stand your pa- 
per has lately taken. When, some years ago, the 


Nate D. M. Bennett published “Ecce Diabolus" in 


Tur Trura Seexsr, he was taken to task (for publish- 
ing accounts of dead and gone superstitions) by 
some of the intolerant Freethinkers who were satis- 
fied with a simple denial of everything that pertained 
to religions and creeds of the past. They did not 
think it worth while to analyze the basic ideals from 
which these creeds sprung, or to detect the gross 
perversions of these ideals which are peddled out to 
humanity as infallible religion—by which all may be 
saved from the wrath to come. I am glad to gee 
that the Infidels are less intolerant than they used 
to be. 

I read with pleasure an article in this week's issue, . 
“A Period for Messiahs,” by Ida O. Craddock, and 
would like to add a few remarks to it. While stress 
is laid upon particular periods by the medicin men, 
or magicians, of the natural religion, some are more 
significant than others. Ages ago the medicin men 
learned to read the great astronomical clock, and to 
be able to foretell, by constantly recurring coinci- 
dences, what to expect at certain periods. These 
facts hav been preserved in the folk-lore of the 
tribes, and it is not in the colleges nor among the 
wise and learned that the messiah periods hav been 
brought forth, but among the wild tribes who study 
nature's books. 

The indians, Arabs, and negroes, who rise before 
the dawn to gaze on the eastern horizon, read the 
signs in the constellations, not from the almanacs 
where a zodiaesl sign is an arbitrary division of the 
terrestrial ecliptic, and not a constellation of stars 
which hav a definit meaning to the savage star-gazer. 

It is lamentable to think that the wise and learned 
schoolmen can giv no better religious ideal to the 
people than the crude fetichism of savages who read 
from natures book—children in thought preserving 
the childish ideas by which they solved the motions 
and actions of the sun, moon, stars, and earth, and 
the laws of sex. The sexual relation, birth and 
death, were familar phenomena to them, and these 
were to them the solution of the laws that governed 
the heavenly host. The sun died at the winter sol- 
stice, and was born again on the third day. The 
moon was the queen of heaven. The sun was 8 Bull 
or a Ram at the vernal equinox, and at that time 
married the eartb, and made her fruitful, and Virgo 
(the constellation) at that time was setting in the 
west and receiving the benefit of his radiance, or 
spirit, or Holy Ghost. When she came to the east 
at dawn—the sun going to bed at tne west at the 
same time—she came with her cornucopia full of the 
fruits cf the soil. Nine months from the vernal 
equinox—the period of human gestation—the new 
sun was born for next year, and so on indefinitly. 

Now as to solar periods. Thirty-three years ia the 
first period—one-third of a century. When Jesus 
was about thirty years old he began to preach, at 
thirty-three he had finished his mission. The astral 
law holds that this is a critica: period in every man's 
life, during which some great change or conviction 
takes place. 

The vernal colure fell in Aquarius in 1839 or 
thereabcuts, thirty-three years after the papacy was 
deprived of its temporal power. 

The next period is fifty-two years, 1-480;h part of 
the great precessional cycle and the basic ideal of 
the troy ounce of 480 grains. 

This period applies particularly in the calendar of 
the Aztecs and nativ nomads of this country; and 
all through the land the Inca, Aztec, Indian, and 
voodoo sre expecting the new messiah. Where is he 
tocome from? The Hindoo megsiahs are indigenous 
to the soil. The Arab avatars are born in the neigh- 
borhood of the Red sea. But at the present time 
we are more interested with the Indian messiah and 
the reasons underlying the movement. 

Centuries ago a band of white-robed priests of the 
astro-theological or bardic order landed at Palenque, 
in Yucatan. They brought civilization with them 
and taught the arts and aciences to the people, 
built temples and cities, and generally improved the 
conditions of life to the nativs (see America, Eno. 
Britannica). The chief of this band was Cukulean, 
or as he was called later, Quetzaleobuatl. After a 
while he gailed away to the east to the land he came 
from, but promised fo return again. The Azteca 
hav been expecting him at every great six-hundred- 
year period or cycle of the zodiac. He was repre- 
sented as clad in armor, with a crest of feathers like 
the Indian war bonnet. Montezuma made the great 
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istako of believing that the armor clad Spaniards 
were Oukulean and his retinue coming back to 
Mexico to inaugurate the golden age. Now, this 
being the fifty-second solstice since 1839, the minds 
of the Indians, Aztecs, and others are excited by the 
medicin men with expectation. Sitting Bull has 
been the leader in this excitement and has been sum- 
marily put down and out of existence. Whether 
this will stop it or inflame it is a question. In the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. Mr. 
Bull is the first martyr. 

By aseries of very curious coincidences he bacomes 
the central figure of a first-class solar myth, which 
will grow and enwrap his personality with a halo of 
divinity, as the story is told in the folklore of the 
tribes in future time. 

As the Black Saturn, he was slain just about the 
winter solstice. 

As the decapitated sun, Red Tomahawk had a hand 
in the killing. 

As the bald shorn Samson devoted to the infernal 
powers, Shave Head assisted and died with him. 

For s Latin soldier in command we hav Mi-les in- 
stead of Pontius Pilate. 

He was slain by his own people, the (Sioux) Shues 
(Jews), upon the principle that it was better that one 
man should die than that the whole nation should 
suffer. 

His Indian name was Setanta Tatanka. By refer- 
ring to the article “ Celtic Literature,” we find that 
Ouchullin, the Celtic soler hero, came to this country 
and returned to Ireland again. In the “ Foray of 
Queen Meane ” we find one of bis names is Setanta, 
and he is the champion or representativ of a famous 
Bull Tatanka. | 

When these incidents are related in future years 
it is not improbable that Sitting Bull will figure 
as a Savior, and be canonized as the red man 
who comes from Edom, all his garments stained 
with blood, victorious over his enemies, whom he 
had trodden out in the winepress of his wrath, but 
was at last slain by his own people. 

Mr. Editor, it is high time that the people should 
be taught to read the astronomical clock for them- 
selva, and not be led by the nose any longer by 
magicians, medicin men, or priestly jugglers whose 
sole aim and end is to cultivate a God and devil 
fearing msjority, so that they, an Infidel, immoral 
minority, may thrive and fatten on the labor of said 
simple-minded majority. Iwan Monroy, 

Author of “ Ecce Diabolus." 


m_i- 


What Is Poetry? 


At the dinner of the Goethe Society, last week, 
Colonel Ingersoll was introduced as “the prose poet 
of Americs,” to respond to “What the Poet Has 
Done.” Asasentiment he was given these words of 
Shakspere : : 

And, as imagination bodies forth 

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
Turns them to shapes, and givs to airy nothings 
A local habitation and a name. 

With this sentiment Colonel Ingersoll took issue, 
saying: “I don't know that I agree with Shakspere 
in his definition of poetry. I don't think the poet 
give to airy nothings s local habitation. The real 
poet does not make something out of nothing. He 
makes more out of everything that he finds. He is 
not one who livs in the world of fancy. The real 
poet livs in the world of absolute fact. Only fools 
liv in the world of fancy. It is the stupid man who 
thinks he can create something better than exists. 

“What is poetry? This thing that you and I 
speak of as ‘I’ is an invisible inhabitant of its own 
individual world. Each of our lives is a separate 
little existence, and none of us can penetrate into 
this individus] existence of the others. All these 
separate invisible lives form a constellation that we 
call humanity. Now, the individual citizen of one 
world tries to convey to the individual sitizens of 
other worlds something of what is transpiring in 
his world. The man who can do that the best, the 
man who has the greatest picture gallery in his mind, 
is the greatest poet. The greatest poet is the one 
who livs in the greatest world and is able to convey 
by the most apt symbols to people of other worlds 
what transpires in his own world. f 

“ What is the real and the true postry? It is the 
poetry born of experience. Let a man who has 
never lost a child, who has never dropped tears on 
the earth covering a loved one, read a poem written 
by a man who has never known bereavement, and he 
will think it a good poem, but when he shall lose a 
child or a dear one, that poem will not satisfy him. 
Tiet him read a poem then written by one who has 
auffered as ho has suffered, and he will come to a full 
realization of what poetry is. 

* You hav to tell of the happenings in this invisible 
world by appealing to something in the visible world. 
The man who knows how to giv you his thought, 
and who makes a vehicle of thought of the sky, the 
changes of seasons, and all those things of nature, is 
the man who giva you the best understanding of 
what is going on in his life. The idea is that the 
greatest poet is the one who livs in the greatest 
world and who has the ingenuity to take the symbols 
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that best will convey the history of that world to 
you. 
“For the consolation of our poor selvs let ua say 
that those who cannot write poetry can act it. Every 
seli-denying act adds to the poetry of the world. 
What hav the poets done? They hav always been 
in favor of liberty. There never was a decent poem 
written in favor of caste or slavery. The poets hav 
sowed tko seeds of liberty in every age. More than 
that, they hav been great civilizers through the 
beauty they hav taught us. I believe the time is 
coming when the whole world will be filled with joy, 
and if that time comes it means that we shall hav 
realized the dreams of the poets.” s 
CENERE r 
The Hermit. 

The pipe of the quail from tangle and hill, 

The russet hills of those autumn days, 
And the drowsy murmur of sleepy rill, 

And the mountains dim in their purple haze, 

Invite ug, weary cf dusty ways, 
And the noise of the streets, and the clamor of men, 
To the peace that dwells in the grove and glen. 


And what could be better, it seems to me, 
Than a cabin well shaded by mighty trees; 
Somewhere, not remote from the voice of the seas, - 
Which should mingle at night with the voice of the 
breeze, 
And sing the hermit’s lullaby ? 


Stream, and woodland, and ocean tide, 
Some orchard trees and patch of grain, 
The hermit’s table would well provide; 
A tiny vineyard, for not without wine 
Would I hav my true philosopher dine. 


No records of war should disturb his rest, 

No annals of murder his soul distress, 
As close to beneficent Nature’s heart , 

(His love for that mother his life confested) 
He nestles in perfect peacefulness. 


Love and ambition, anger and hate, 
Would never pass through my hermit’s gate, 

But the birds of the forest would feed from his hand, 
And the demon of murder should ne'er assail 
The spirit of love in the hermit’s vale. 


In the sough of the wind, in the sob of the seas, 

Purged of all passion, he'd clearly read 
Grand lessons of wonderful mysteries ; 

The tale of the tree and the tale of the seed, 
And why the flower, and why the weed, 

And the nuptials made by the patient breeze, 
Who to the wild rose desolate 

On his pinions carries the love of her mate. 


Would not this be better than making life, 

Life which was meant for enjoyment and good, 
One endless struggle, one noisy strife ? 

And for what? for shelter, for clothing and food. 


—San Francisco News Letter. 
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Washington Secular Union. 


I solicit the patience and kind forbearance of 
friends and correspondents, for my seeming neglect 
by failure to answer letters and attend to my multi 
farious duties as secretary of the Washington Secu- 
lar Union. 

Mr. George M. Boman, of Seattle, residence Lake 
Union, a director and the treasurer of the Washiug- 
ton Secular Union ; as earnest, zealous, and influen- 
tial & Liberal as can be found on the Pacific coast; 
one of our most loved and relisble counselors and 
co-workers, whose time, means, and influence hav 
never been asked in vain or grudgingly bestowed, 
has been confined to his bed for eight weeks, 
bearing the most severe suffering with heroic forti- 
tude. For six weeks he was the victim of ignorance 
and malpractice on the part of regular physiciane. 
Three of them, after several examinations and solemn 
consultations, confessed ignorance of the cause or 
seat of his malady, yet drugged him to salivation. 
It was only the unceasing skilful nursing and gentle 
ministrations cf his most devoted wife and loving 
friends that saved him from the icy clutch of the fell 
destroyer. 

Dr. Reinhart, of Ballard, who is now attending him, 
at ones pronounced the case abscess of the liver. 

The most earnest sympathy and interest is mani- 
fested in his recovery by all classes from the poorest 
to the most wealthy. The tremulous voice and the 
tearful eye at learning how small is our hope of hia 
recovery testify how ha is beloved. His loss would 
be keenly felt in Seattle and vicinity, for his publie 
spirit, energy, and enterprise hav done much to ad- 
vance the prosperity of Seattle and its suburbs. His 
sterling integrity, clear judgment, and liberal deal- 
ing hav placed him in the front rank of Seattle's 
most successful business men. The sole architect 
of his own fortune, wealth has only developed and 
given opportunity for more extended exercise of his 
benevolent nature. : 

His wife, who is in every sense his most loyal and 


effisient helpmate, rejoices with him in quiet acts of 
benevolence, and they both evince such a spirit of 
sympathy with the unfortunate or sorrowing that the 


recipients of their bounty are impressed that it is 
Mr. and Mrs. Boman who are the gratified ones. 


Few are so highly respested, none more genuinly 


loved. 


To the Liberal causes Mr. Boman’s loss would be a 
dire calamity, for to his influence, tact, and persist- 
ent efforts, more then to the merits of any other one 
man, we are indebted for the state law taxing at full 
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valuation all church, hospital, and private schoo! 
property. 

Daring sessions of our state constitutions! con- 
vention he had photographs made of Taz Terura 
Sreexen’s cartoon, “Taxation of Church Property,” 
and a copy placed on fhe desk of every delegate. 

Oa the assembling of the legislature at Olympia, 
at his sole expense he engaged Watson Heston io 
design an original cartoon on ‘ Exemption of Church 
Property from Taxation.” He had five thousand 
eopies printed and accompanied by a sharp, telling 
statement of facts, and had them mailed to Liberals 


in all parts of the state with requests that Liberals 


send copies, and personal letters urging taxation of 
church property, to their members of the legislature 
in both houses. 

When the question came up in committee of the 
Hughes revenue bill, containing a clause exempting 
all chureh property from taxation, it was through 
Geo. M. Boman’s infinence and means that able and 
influential advocates apperred before the committee 
and the exemption clause was stricken out, and the 
present just and equitable law substituted. 

In opposition to enforcement of Sunday laws and 
réligious exercises in our public schools, he has 
proved a wise counselor, a fearless, consistent, out- 
Spcken Liberal, ever opposing all union of church and 
state, ever self-sacrificingly doing battle to keep our 
flag above the cross. 

lam doing what little I can to belp his nurses in 
their nightly cares for his comfort. All that the lov- 
ing devotion of his wife and affectionate friends can 
do to alleviate his sufferings, is being done. Despite 
the dark, almost hopeless outlook, there is no dimi- 
nution of watchful egre. Until the issue is desided, 
I can only entreat indulgence for seeming neglect of 
other duties. C. B. Rreynoxps, 

Sec. Washington Secular Union. 

2 104 6th st., Seattle, Wash. 
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Professor Tyndall on General Booth’s Scheme. 


Professor Tyndall has addressed the following 
letter to the editor of the Llangollen Advertiser 
with reference to a series of articles in that journal 
on “ Darkest England :” 


HriwpHEAD House, HASLEMERE, December 4th. 

Dgar Sir: Iam very much obliged to you for the news- 
paper which you hav been good enough to send me, and I 
hav read your account of your visit to the slums cf London. 
Your description, being that of an eye-witness, is particularly 
vivid and interesting. I hav no doubt that what you say 
regarding the present action of the Salvation Army is & per- 
fectly accurate record of what you witnessed, but tbe per- 
manence of the action cannot be ascertained or deduced 
from a flying visit of a few hours. During the lifetime of 
General Booth matters may move smoothly, but there is not 
the Shenton guarantee that they will continue so to move 
after he is gone. The engin he has evoked might, in the 
hands of less scrupulous successors, prove to be a curse in- 
stead of a blessing to humanity. Two or three days ago 
two letters appeared in the Times criticising the scheme of 
General Booth. The one was from Professor Huxley, the 
other from Mr. Loch, secretary to the Charity Organization 
Society. Those letters ought, in my opinion, to make any 
sensible man pause before committing himself to the scheme 
of General Booth. I end as I began, thanking you for your 
friendly remembrance of, yours faithfully, ` 

JoHN TYNDALL. 
— to 
Lectures and Meetings. 


‘Tar Evils of Trusts” willbe Henry Nichols’s subject at 
the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th street, Friday even- 
ing, December 26ih. Miss Ada Campbell will lecture at the 
Liberal Club on Friday evening, January 9th, on ‘‘ Hered- 
ity.” Miss Campbell is regarded by the Newark and Phil- 
adelphia Freethought Societies as one of the ablest and most 
entertaining speakers ever before them, and those who go to 
the Club that night will be well repaid. 


Mr. CmaAnLEs Watts will lecture in Hamburg, Iowa, 
Thursday evening, January 1st ; in Ottumwa, Iowa, on Sun- 
day, Jan. 4, 1891, and in D2s Moines, Iowa, on Sunday, Jan. 
lith. Friends wishing lectures from Mr. Watts on week 
nights, between the above dates, will please write to Frank- 


lin Steiner, box 882, Des Moines, Iowa. 
——o 8-——— ——— —— 


Secular Union Guarantee Fund of $5,000. 


Amount pledged to Dec. 8, 1890....... .... $408 00 
P. B. Mackey, Bridgeport, Conn... 2 00 
F. J. Porter, Adrian, Minn........... 25 00 
Thomas Goddard, St. Johns, Ill....... 5 00 
Mrs. Chris. Schofield, San José, Cal. 5 00 
John Wolf, Mt. Morris, Ill (paid) ,..cccsecsereesessecenees 5 00 


Seaborn Kiteliens, Sr.. Gibson, Ga. (pledges him- 
self to be one of 600 @ $5 to raise $3 000 of 
the Guarantee Fuud)............ een 

A. Schell, Kuight'a Ferry, Cal............... 

Wm. Jensen, Kansas City, Mo............... 

Augustus L. Hanson, Rome, Ga............ 

J. P. Lowell. Nowata, Indian Terr......... 

George N. Hill, Boston. .........«....e e 

Robert Phillips, Gaylord, Mich..............--- 


Total smount of pledges to Dec. 22, 1890...... $581 00 
F. C. Menpe, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 22, 1890. 


— OO 
The Picture Book, Boards, $2; Cloth, $2.50. 


Many purchasers of the * Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” having expressed a desire for a cloth binding for it, 
we hav arranged to satisfy the demand, and for an addi- 
tions] fifty cents will send it in silk cloth, gold and black 
lettering. Illuminated board covers, $2. In either style of 
binding it is the cheapest book for the money among Free- 
thought publications. It is also one of the very best. 
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Cammunications. 


The Nine Demands; What Do They Imply? 


The rapid progress within the last few years of 
Secular principles on this continent makes it more 
than ever necessary that those engaged in the public 
advocacy of our views should hav a clear and intel- 
ligent conception of the policy to be adopted in 
their work. The question requiring serious consid- 
eration now is, how far is an aggressiv policy desir- 
able? While not in any way disapproving of de- 
atructiv effort, the early exponents of Secularism 
did not make that their primary aim. Of course, 
every new truth taught must destroy the error which 
it seeks to supplant; but it is one thing to replace 
error with truth, and quite another to crush the 
error and leave the spot which it occupied a blank. 
Many persons think that the time has arrived when 
the conditions are favorable for the existence 
of an organization more positiv and more practical 
in its operations than was possible in the past. 

In Canada the question of propagandist policy 
has been settled for the present by the acceptance 
of six Secular principles (printed in another column) 
aS the basis o? and guide in our advocacy. In the 
United States, however, such & settlement appears 
not to hav been reached. In connection with the 
American Secular Union there are two principal lines 
of policy advocated by its members. The one is 
that the work of the Union shall be confined to the 
effort of securing the entire separation of church 
and state, or in more explicit language, the Secular- 
ization of the state. The other policy suggested is, 
that allied with the above effort an aggressiv warfare 
should be carried on against theology in general. 
Now, the question is, which of the two policies is 
the better? And further, is it not possible to blend 
the two so as to realize the advantage of each with- 
out having the drawbacks which are alleged to be 
associated with both? Frankly, I do not personally 
regard the two as being necessarily antagonistic, so 
far as the operations of the Union are concerned. 
The idea that they are so has doubtless arisen 


 . ‘through a misconception as to their mutual relations. 


The basis of the Union’s operations is acknowl- 
edged to be the Nine Demands. Let us, therefore, 
ascertain what these logically imply. Consistent 
adherence to the teaching of these Damands re- 
quires that it should be shown: 1. That the church 
has exceeded its legitimate function, made itself an 
unjust burden to the state, and an incubus upon the 
people. 2. That publie education is fettered with 

' theological teachings and marred in its nature 
through the false idea that the Bible is & necessity 
in our schools. 3. That Sunday is not a divine in- 
stitution and that its observance should not be en- 
forced by law. 4, That it is wrong for the public 
funds to be used for religious purposes. 5. That 
fast days and religious festivals should hay no official 
sanction from the government. 6. That affirmation 
should be substituted for judicial oaths, and that s 
person's belief or disbelief should be no impedimenti 
.to his or her liberty in the exercise of political and 
social rights. 

Such, briefly in my opinion, is what the Nine 
Demands fairly imply, and the work they provide for 
those who undertake their promulgation. Now, I 
am forced to admit that I fail to see how such work 
can be properly and efficiently done without dealing 
in some way with the claims of theology. For 
instance, to justify the Demands from a reasonable 
standpoint, it must be demonstrated that the church 
is not a necessity to the state; that the Bible is not 
a suitable book to be taught in the public schools ; 
that Sunday has no other than an ecclesiastical sanc- 
tion; that morality is possible without theology; 
and that the obligation to do right is not confined to 
& supernatural religion. Will it not be apparent 
even to the ordinary mind that to take the course 
here indicated makes a resort to the anti-theological 
policy a logical necessity ? 

But, then, it should be remembered that to con- 
dema theological encroachments need not mean a 
reckless onslaught on the truth of religion in general, 
which is a question that the Union has nothing to do 
with. To expound the Nine Demands does not ren- 
der if necessary to allege that all religion is false, or 
that Materialism is superior to supernaturalism, and 
that Christian doctrins are absurd. It may or may 
not ba so, but to decide whether or not it is, does 
not, at least in my opinion, come within the province 
of fhe exponent of the Nine Demands. The common 
ground for the advocates of the Union to take is to 
protest against the church interfering in secular 
matters and the enforcement of religious forms upon 
any member of the community. Mental liberty is 
our watchword, and to demand that it should be 
faithfully carried out in all sections—religious and 
non-religious—of society is the duty of the Union. 

Of course it is right to weleome the coöperation 
of “advanced believers.” They constitute a very 
numerous Class, and, if we do not utilize their efforts, 
we shall prove ourgelvs guilty of a great want of 
wisdom. For, so far as all positiv work is concerned 


in resisting the authority of the church, most of them 
are at one with us, having similar aims, and differing 
but slightly, if at all ss to the methods by which 
the results sought for should be attained. With 
these we desire to find a common basis of action, 
and our united efforts will certainly do more to oust 
the genersl foe from his position than either they or 
we could accomplish single-handed. The churches 
are honeycombed with men who hav long ceased to 
believe in the traditions of their faith. They remain 
in the fold, not because the mental atmosphere is 
congenial to their taste, but because they are the vic- 
tims either of custom, of fashion, or of necessity, or 
of the thres combined. Let the principles of the 
American Secular Union become more thoroughly 
understood and its exchequer be well filled, and then 
an exodus from the churches will in all proba- 
bility be witnessed the equal of which has not been 
seen during the present generation. It is necessary, 
however, to distinguish between these “advanced 
believers” and the old orthodox theologians, with 
whom we can hav no part; they are our avowed ene- 
mies, and to coquet with them would be worse than 
a mistake—it would be s crime against the ancestral 
glories of our cause. My experience, however, for- 
bids me to expect much assistance from any Obristian 
organization as a body, let it proclaim itself ever so 
liberal. The aid gained from such a source will be 
more individually than collectivly, and this I think 
een be secured by a judieious and dignified advocacy 
upon the part of the exponents of the Nine Damands. 
It can be proved thst the attitude of the church in 
relation to the state and the people is wrong without 
indulging in extravagant invectivs against all relig- 
ious teachings. To plead for a free Sunday does not 
require that sll Sunday observances should be de- 
stroyed. To understand the correct method of con- 
dusting & conflict is an important element in securing 
a victory. No one can question the usefulness of 
destructiv labor; but, serviceable as it has been, it 
could only prepare the way for something better. 
Each worker who thought of future results must 
hav foreseen that the time would arrive, sconer 
or later, when the conductors of these scattered 
forces would feel the necessity of uniting together, 
taking as & basis for their operations some point or 
points upon which they were all agreed, and thus 
presenting s bold front to the common enemy. 
Thus, in response to an invitation to giv my opin- 
ion upon the two methods of advocacy contended 
for by the Liberals of the United States, I hav stated 
how I think it possible for both parties to work to- 
gether. The most persistent opponent of theology 
can help the Union because it seeks to resist extrav- 
agant and unjust theological claims, while all who 
deserve the name of Liberals can support an organ- 
ization whose object is to secure a just and an 
equally balanced national taxation; to insist that 
those who require religious instruction shall be alone 
responsible for the expense of its teaching ; to abol- 
ish all government patronage of any and all religious 
forms; to substitute affirmation in our legal practice 
for the present absurd custom of swearing; to ob- 
tain the repeal of all laws that interfere with the free 
and intellectual use of Sunday; to show that high- 
toned morality is not confined to the church or to 
any faith, but that it is allied with the humanity of 
man; and finally, tc protest against advantages be- 
ing shown to a professor of religion that sre denied 
to a Secularist. This is a platform sufficiently broad 
for sll who are willing to do good practical work. 
Ouannzs Warts. 
a ————————— 


Funerals. 


How to perform the last offices of affection over 
the dead; how to lay them away tenderly, respect- 
fully, decently, without vulgar show or vain parade, 
without cant and drivel or the mock solemnity of a 
superstitious ceremony, is a question which many 
hav asked and few hav auswered. The parsons and 
priests hav long had their way in this matter; they 
hav made merchandise of our miceries—made death 
serve them as a means of advertising their business 
and sanctifying their ignorant assumptions. When 
the “black angel” enters the household he leaves 


the door open to a company cf harpies who gather: 


like buzzards wherever there is & corpse, and they 
commonly find the strong shorn of their strength by 
weariness and grief and the weak utterly prostrated. 
Aman is not in a mood to war with custom or its 
creatures Over the open grave of one whom he has 
loved and lost. 

The multitude who love to look at fresh wounds; 
the neighborly women whose tears are always on tap; 
people who wish to air their vanity with their clothes 
by proclaiming an assumed intimacy with the family 
of the deceased; the fashionable relativs ; the good 
and pious old folks; the idle tattlers, and that vile 
tribe who fatten on melancholy as other folk on 
mirth—these people, backed by the church and the 
iron-bound customs of all Christendom, will hav a 
* holy show,” whatever the outrage on the dead or 
insult to the living. The man who in his normal 
state protests yields now to this horde, feeling him- 
self above the hollowness that pleases them. He 


says to parson, priest, and parasite, “Thy will, not 
mine, ba done.” It is the easy way io pavify them, 
and their will ¿s done. 

The cast-off garment of the departed spirit, the 
vacant tenement of the arisen sou), is dressed for 
exhibition ; the house is thrown open to the publie 
and filled with people, some of whom come dutifully 
as an evidence of respect, the rest for the reasons 
above stated. And after a season of vacant staring 
at each other in the house, or flippant gossip in the 
yard outside, the minister, in à voice that is meant 
to be impressiv and to seem as if issuing from the 
portals of the tomb, prays and preaches to them in 
the manner of his sect, regardless cf the past opin- 
ions of the deceased. There is no great variety in 
these funeral sermons. Like songs of a nation they 
are pitched in one key and move in one mocd—a 
wretched key and an unhealthy, because dispiriting, 
mood. They are not songs of liberty, light, and 
love; they are moans from the “dark valley of the 
shadow of death.” The preachers tell the people 
how God in his infinit wisdom has seen fit to fil ct 
this household; he labors to convict his deity of 
crimes which would and should send any man to the 
gallows, and thanks Jehovah for his “tender mer- 
cies ;” he rambles about in the field of physical res- 
urrection, sometimes seeming to believe in the body, 
sometimes in the soul, but never failing to advertise 
the business of his craft. He talks about God and 
God's purposes with a familiarity born of ignorance 
and impudence; he mouths the cant phrases of his 
profession, scattering over the throng the ashes of 
his burnt-out theology. Aud he never forgets to 
warn everybody to prepare for death—‘ preparation 
for death" being his euphemism for “Oome to my 
meeting-house and help support the parson.” 

After the preaching comes the second sot of the 
drama, calculated to relieve the legs of the listeners, 
but in no other way to ba commended. By an 
arrangement of open doors which enables the people 
to follow each other leisurely around the chimney 
and get themselvs out of the house without injury 
to the furniture or themselvs, the corpse is exposed 
to the gaze of the rabble. The friends are invited 
to “ view the remains,” i.e., to pass in procession by 
the coffin and feast their eyes on its pallid occupant. 
It suits the purpose of those who thrive on theology 
and terror to hav people carry with them through 
life memories, not of the lighted living fase of him 
who is prostrate before them, not of beauty, vigor, 
grace, or strength, but of death, the grave, and the 
awful impotence of that pulseless clay ; of salvation, 
eternal Sabbaths, lantern-jawed piety, God, and other 
hideous things. 

The third act finishes the performance with a sort 
of circus parade in which the strictest rites of pre- 
cedence prevail. It would send a cold shudder 
down the spine of respectability if the second cousins 
of the corpze were to ride or walk in advance of the 
first cousins in this procession. After the grave- 
digger, with the towering indifference of a profes- 
sional, has performed his perfunctory part of the 
ceremony by three times rattling some stones over 
the bones (ashes to ashes, earth to earth, dust to 
dust), after the graveyard has been ransacked for 
quaint epitaphs to be covered with comments ad 
libitum, after the last straggler has satisfied his 
curiosity and gone his way, Mrs. Grundy pulls back 
the drapery from her sallow face and consoles her- 
self with the reflection that this stronghold of her 
supremacy (the funera!) is yet unsbaker, and that 
she has given the dead a Obristian burial. 

My purpose in writing is to herald the fact that 
here in Connecticut custom has been defied, the 
parson and his tribe hav been kept at bay, and burial 
has taken place without any of the indignities of 
Christian burial. An aged lady, loved for her graces 
of mind and person, a benevolent woman of wealth 
and high social standing, died a short time since in 
the village of Winsted, near which place I liv. She 
was a member in good standing of the Congrega- 
tional church, and died unshsken in her faith in the 
borrowed ethics of Ohristianity, though not in the 
fundamental principles of the Ohristian religion— 
principles like the fall of man, salvation by vicarious 
sacrifice, the sulphurous pit, personal devil, personal 
God, and soon. But her fine appreciation of the 
fitness of things and her instinctiv delicacy long ago 
revealed to her the hollowness, hypocrisy, and bad 
taste of our mortuary conventionalities and the hor- 
ror of the charnel-house exhibitions which seem to be 
inseparable from Obristian burial She therefore 
left special instructions with her son regarding her 
funeral, and he was charged to protect her from 
outrage at the hands of the graveyard gentry. A 
stalwart Freethinker, free doer, free speaker, and free 
writer, a cosmopolitan in mind and manners, and 
personal associate of America’s best thinkers, writers, 
and reformers, he might hav driven off the harpies 
without other prompting than that of his own con- 
victions, but the wishes of a mother who was idolized 
by him as he by her fortified him against every pos- 
sible temptation of indolence, acquiescent good 
nature, or public applause. He nipped in the bud 
all plans for a public invasion of his premises by 
printing in the local paper on the day following his 
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mother's death a notice to the effact that only those 
who received individual invitations would be expected 
to attend the funeral. Thus disturbed in his ancient, 
solitary reign, the chronic funeral follower, like the 
owl in the elegy, did to the moon complain, but the 
notices preserved the peace and quiet of the bereaved 
household. The four friends selected as pal!-bearers 
were notified of the precise hour on the day of burial 
at which s carriage would call for them at their 
homes, and punctually the carriage called, conveying 
them to the home of the deceased. They found four 
persons there to receive them—the son above men- 
tioned, two ladies, and a young granddaughter. 
They sat together for a few moments until the under- 
taker in another room had finished sl] preparations, 
and then the casket was placed in the hearse and 
taken to the cemetery, followed by the “ procession ” 
of two carriages. The grave was lined with white 
muslin, and the body was gently lowered to its place 
without blasphemy of prayer or preaching. No word 
was spoken. Silence hath voice beyond the power 
of utterance. A moment thus, and the son, stepping 
forward from the ladies, addressed the bearers : 
* Gentlemen, I thank you gratefully for your kindly 
services.” The party then left the grounds as quietly 
as it had entered them. This was the sweet and 
gimple burial of one who, lacking neither wealth, 
high social standing, nor the good will of the people, 
could hav hed half the town following her, with a 
tremendous flutter of millinery and all the fatuous. 
formalities of her church. 

The clergy hav made the burial of the dead a 
means to magnify the importance of their cffice, and 
make their suppori seem a necessity. Trading on 
the miseries of mankind they hav made the un- 
written law by which funerals add terrors to death, 
deplete the purses of the poor, put monstrous prof- 
its into the hands of as cold-blooded a class of mer- 
cenaries (the undertakers) as ever walked the earth 
and bring fresh victims into the steeple-topped tem- 
` ples where theologians make market of their worth- 
less wares and fasten the fetters of humbug on the 
human mind. People who profess to believe that 
the spirit is permanent and the body but an insiru- 
ment for temporary use, and laid aside at death for 
something better, make sorry practice of their pro- 
fessions in the sepulchral farrago of Christian bur- 
ial. They mean to be respectful, but are painfully 
conscious that at any point, by slight accident in speech 
or act, the mock sublimity may become ridiculous. 
The sigh of relief when it is over, the thankfulness 
if, in the perilous complications of coming and going, 
sitting, standing, crying, and posturing, all has gone 
smoothly and wel!—this sigh and thanksgiving are 
significant. 

I do not deal in unmeasured censure of the peo- 
ple. I am one of the people. If blame there is, it 
rests with their religious teachers and leaders, the 
preachers of old thaology, but even these preachers 
are victims largely of their own evil education, and 
the wretched position in which they are publicly 
placed. Their conduct is not consistent with their 
professed belief in conscious immortality of the 
Spirit; it is the outcome of a greed shameless enough 
to make a business of advertising the rags and old 
junk of the church at a friend's funeral! Death 
should not be made doleful by the glamour of arti- 
ficial gloom, and memories of the departed should 
not be memories of graves and ghastly ceremonials. 
We should be impressed with thoughts of the living 
as they lived, rather than of the dead as they died. 
And 

Why should memory, veiled in gloom, 
And like a sorrowing mourner craped, 
Sit weeping o’er an empty tomb 
Whose captive hav escaped ? 
Thousands who hav outgrown the old superstitious 
fear of death, gods, devils, and preachers, and who, 
therefore, feel an aversion to the common funeral 
rites, follow in the beaten track because they do not 
well know how to lead elsewhere. For them espe- 
cially I write. Harvey W. Pinney. 
Mill Brook, Conn., Dacember, 1890. ' 
A— 989-9 9——————— 
Professor Huxley on Mr. Booth's Scheme. 
From the London Times. 

Bis: A short time ago a generous and philan- 
thropic friend wrote to me, placing at my disposal a 
large sum of money for the furtherance of the vast 
scheme which the general of the Salvation Army has 
propounded, if I thought it worthy of support. The 
responsibility of advising my benevolent correspond- 
ent has weighed heavily upon me; but I felt that 
it would be cowardly, as well as ungracious, to refuse 
to accept it. I hav, therefore, studied Mr. Booth’s 
book with some care, for the purpose of separating 
the essential from the accessory features of his proj- 
ect, and I hav based my judgment—I am sorry to 
say an unfavorable one—upon the data thus ob- 
tained. Before communicating my conclusions to 
my friend, however, I am desirous to know what 
there may be to be said in arrest of that judgment ; 
and the matter is of such vast public importance that 
I trust you will aid me by publishing this letter, 
notwithstanding its length. i 

There are one or two points upon which I imagin 


ment. For two centuries the Jesuits hav been the 
hope of the enemies of the papacy, for whenever it 
becomes too prosperous they are sure to bring about 
& catastrophe by their corrupt use cf ihe political 
and social influence which their organizstion and 
their wealth secure. With these examples of that - 
which may happen to institutions founded by nobie 
men, with high aims, in the hands cf successors of s 
different stamp, armed with despotic authority, be- 
fore me, common prudence surely requires that, be- 
fore advising the handing over of a large sum cf 
money to the general of a new order of mendicants, 
I should ack what guarantee there is that, thirty 
years hence, the “general” who then autocratically 
controls the action, say, of 100 000 cfücers pledged 
to blind obadienca, distributed through the whole 
length and breadth of the poorer classes, and each 
with his finger on the trigger of a mine charged with 
diseontent and religious fanaticism ; with the abso- 
lute control, say, of eight or ten millions sterling of 
capital, and as many of income; with barracks in 
every town, with estates scattered over the country, 
and with settlements in the colonies—will exercise 
his enormous powers, not merely honestly, but 
wisely? What shadow of security is there that the 
person who wields this uncontroled authority over 
many thousands of men shall use it solely for those 
philanthropic and religious objects which, I do not 
doubt, are alone in the mind of Mr. Booth? Who 
is to gay that the Salvation Army, in the year of 
1920, shail not be a replica of what the Franciscan 
order had become in the year 1260? 

The personal character and the intentions of the 
founders of such organizations as we are considering 
count for very little in the formation of a forecast of 
their future, and, if they did, it is no disrespect to 
Mr. Booth to say that he is not the peer of Francia 
of Assisi; but, if Francis’s judgment of men was so 
imperfect as to permit him to appoint an ambitious 
intriguer of the stamp cf Brother Elias his successor, 
we hav no right to be sanguin about the perspicacity 
of Mr. Booth in a like matter. 

Adding to all these considerations the fac: that 
Mr. Llewelyn Davies, the warmth of whose philan- 
thropy is beyond question, and in whose competency 
and fairness I, for one, place implicit reliance, flatly 
denies the boasted success of the Salvation Army in 
its professed mission, I hav arrived ai the conclusion 
that, se at present advised, I cannot be the instru- 
ment of carrying out my friend’s proposal. 

Mr. Booth has pithily characterized benevolent 
schemes as doing sixpennyworth of good and a 
shilling’s worth of harm. I grieve to say that, in 
my opinion, the definition exactly fits his own proj- 
ect. Few social evils are of greater magnitude than 
uninstructed and unchastened religious fanaticiem ; 
no personal habit more surely degrades the eon- 
science and the intellect than blind and unhesitating 
obedience to unlimited authority. Uadoubtedly, 
herlotry and intemperance are sore evils, and starva- 
tion is bard to bear, or even to know of; but the 
prostitution of the mind, the soddening of the con- 
science, the dwarfing of manhood, are worse calam- - 
ities. It is a greater evil to hav the intellect of a 
nation put down by organized fanaticism, to see its 
political and industrial affairs at the mercy of a des- 
pot whose chiéf thought is to make that fanaticism 
prevail; to watch the degradation of men, who 
should feel themselvs individually responsible for 
their own and their country’s fates, to mere bruie 
instruments ready to the hand of a master for any 
use to which he may put them. 

But that is the end to which, in my opinion, all 
such organizations as that to which kindly people, 
who do not lock to the consequences of their acts, 
sre now giving their thousands, inevitably tend. 
Unless clear proof that I am wrong is furnished, 
another thousand shal! not be added by my instru- 
mentality. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Eastbourne, November 27th. T. H. Hoxuey. 
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all thinking men hav arrived at the same convictions 
as those from which Mr. Booth starts. It is certain 
that there is an immense amount of remediable mis- 
ery among us; that, in addition to the poverty, dis- 
ease, and degradation which are the consequences of 
causes beyond human control, there is a vast, prob- 
ably a very much larger, quantity of misery which is 
the result of individual ignorance or misconduct and 
of faulty social arrangements. Further, I think it is 
not to be doubted that, unless this remediable misery 
is effectually dealt with, the hordes of vice and pau- 
perism will destroy modern civilization as effectually 
as uncivilized tribes of another kind destroyed the 
great soeis] organization which preceded ours. 
Moreover, I think all will agree that no reforms and 
improvements will go to the root of the evil unless 
they attack it in its ultimate source—namely, che 
motivs of the individual man. Honest, industrious, 
and self-restraining men will make a very bad social 
organization prosper; while vicious, idle, and reck- 
less cit:zens will bring to ruin the best that ever was, 
or ever will be invented. j 

The leading propositions which sre peculiar to 
Mr. Booth I take to be these: 


(1) That the only adequate means to such refor- 
mation of the individual man is the adoption of that 
form of somewhat corybantic Christianity of which 
the soldiers of the Salvation Army are the militant 
missionaries. This implies tha belief that the excite- 
ment of the religious emotions (lergely by processes 
described by their employers as “rousing” and “con- 
vivial") is a desirable and trustworthy method of 
permanently amending the conduct of maukind. - 

I demur to these propositions. Iam of opinion 
that the testimony of history, no less than the cool 
observation of that which lies within the personal 
experience of many of ur, is wholly adverse to it. 

(2) That the appropriate instrument for the prop- 
agation and maintenance of this peculiar sacramental 
enthusiasm is the Salvation Army—a body of devo- 
tees, drilled and disciplined as a military organiza- 
tion, and provided with & numerous hierarchy of 
cfficers, every one of whom is pledged to blind and 
unhesitating obedience to the “ general,” who frankly 
tells us that the first condition of the service is “im- 
plicit, unquestioning obedience.” “A telegram from 
me will send any cf them to the uttermost parts of 
the earth ;” every one “has taken service on the ex- 
press condition that he or she will obey. without 
questioning or gainssying, the orders from head- 
quarters” (In Darkest England, page 243). © 

This proposition seems to me to be indisputable. 
History confirms it. Francis of Assisi and Ignatius 
Loyola made their great experiments on the same 
principle. Nothing is more certain than that a body 
of religious enthusiasts (perhaps we may even say 
fanatics) pledged to blind obedience to their chief is 
one of the most efficient instruments for effecting any 
purpose that the wit of man has yet succeeded in de- 
vising. And I can but admire the insight into 
human nature which has led Mr. Booth to leave his 
unquestioning and unhesitating instruments un- 
bound by vows. A volunteer slave is worth ten 
sworn bondsmer. 

(8) That the success of the Salvation Army, with 
its present force of 9416 officers " wholly engaged 
in the work,” its capitsl of three-quarters of a million, 
its income of the same amount, its 1,375 corps at 
home and 1,499 in the colonies and foreign countries 
(Appendix, pages 3, 4), is a proof that divine assist- 
ance has been vouchsafed to its efforts. 

Here I am not able to agree with the sanguin 
commander.in-chief of the new model, whose labors 
in creating it hav probably interfered with his ac- 
quisition of information respecting the fate of pre- 
vicus enterprises of like kind. 

It does not appear to me that his success is in any 
degree more remarkable than that of Francis of 
Assisi, or that of Ignatius Loyola, than that of 
George Fox, or even than that of the Mormons, in 
our own time. When I observe the discrepancies of 
the doctrinal foundations from which each of these 
great movements set out, I find it difficult to sup- 
pose that supernatural aid has been given to all of 
them; still more that Mr. Booth’s smaller messure 
e success is evidence that it has been granted to 

im. 

But what became of the Franciscan experiment ? 
If there was one rule rather than another on which 
the founder laid stress, it was that his army of friars 
should be absolute mendicants, keeping themselvs 
sternly apart from all worldly entanglements. Yet 
even before the death of Francis, in 1226, a strong 
party, headed by Elias of Cortona, the deputy of his 
own appointment, began to hanker after these very 
things; and within thirty years of that time the 
Franciscans had become one of the most powerful, 
wealthy, and worldly corporations in Obristendom, 
with their fingers in every sink of politica! and social 
corruption, if so be profit for the order could be 
fished out of it, their principal interest being to fight 
their rivals, the Dominicans, and to persecute such 
of their own brethren as were honest enough to try 
to carry out their founder’s plainest injunctions. 

We also know what has become of Loyola’s experi- 


Ir cannot be denied that the modern Abolition 
movement received very little sympathy from the 
church and clergy of this country as a whole. It. is 
a pregnant and striking fact that American slavery 
was never afraid of American religion. The solemn 
meeting could be held in safety in the neighborhood 
of a slave-auction. Neither had any quarrel with the 
other. They were, in fact, upon friendly terms, for - 
men were sold to build churches, and babes to buy 
Bibles, and women to support missionaries ; and few 
refused the price of blood when it was offered at the 
treasury of the sanctuary. In fact, a man so careful 
and so religious as was the late James G. Birney, 
himself a repentant slaveholder, and who at great 
sacrifice emancipated his slaves, was compelled to 
admit that the American church was the bulwark of 
American slavery. It opposed the antislavery move- 
ment by silence, and by holding sloof from it at the 
North, and by open and direct advocacy of slavery 
at the South. Books were, however, written, printed, 
and circulated by eminent divines both North and 
South, to prove slavery to be, like the church itself, 
a divine institution, and denouncing all opposition 
to it as Infidelity — Frederick Douglas. 
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Work for Liberals. 


We hope Tur Tsor Seeker readers hav all writ- 
ten to their national Senators and Representative at 
Washington protesting against the enactment of the 
Breckinridge Sunday Rest bill. If any hav not 
already done go, they should lose no time in doing 
it now. 

Then, when that is done, they should write another 
letter to the same lawmakers about the World's 
Fair. December 19th bills were introduced in both 
houses of Congress at the instigation of the Sab- 
batarians providing that no exhibition for which a 
- national appropriation is made shall be kept open on 
Sunday. Write at once, and write emphatically, 
against these bills. ; 

This question of whether the Fair shall be kept 
open or not on Sundays promises to be a very prom- 
inent one, and at the present writing the Anti- 
Sabbatarians are ahead. The president is required 
by law to satisfy himself before issuing the proclama- 
tion that the city of Chicago is legally bound for 
the payment of a fund of $10 000,000. This sum 
has been subscribed, $5,000,000 by the city council 
of Chicago, secured by the bonds of the World's 
Fair commissioners, and $5,000,000 in small sub. 
scriptions to stock by the citizens. The bulk of the 
smaller subscribers, however, who hav pledged them- 
gelvs, though without paying up, is composed of the 
German and foreign element, who threaten to with- 
hold their subscriptions if the plan now proposed to 
close the Fair on Sunday is carried out. As long as 
this contingency exists the president cannot issue 
his proclamation, and it is being withheld in conse- 

- quence. 

The longest petition we hav yet received for the 
opening of the Fair was procured by Wm. Ulrich 
of Waumandee, Wis., and contains one hundred and 
fifty-seven names. We want everyone to procure 
as long a list as possible, to influence the Commis. 
sion. There are several forces at work in this direc- 
tion, and the prospect of success is by no means dim. 
Besides the Germans of Chicago, who threaten to 
withhold their subscriptions if the Fair be not 
opened, the press of the city is on the same side, and 
has afforded the citizens an opportunity to express 
their opinions. The Zvenóng Post's ballot resulted 
in a two to one choice for an open Fair. The Na- 

tional Religious Liberty Association (Seventh Day 


Adventist) is also working for the open fair, and 
claims the credit for the Post's cooperation. In his 
report for the year the corresponding secretary of 
that organization says: 

** During the discussion of the site of the World's Fair in 
Chicago the question of opening the Exposition on Sunday 
has been agitating religious circles throughout the country, 
but especially the clergy of Chicago. The association, deem- 
ing this an excellent opportunity to do good work in behalf 
of true principles, sent the assistant secretary, about the first 
of October last, to that city to engage in the work there. 
They also associated with him Mr. Allen Moon, of Minne- 
sota. The work done there, through these representativs of 
the association, has been most highly gratifying to the execu- 
tiv committee. They succeeded in interesting the editors of 
a number of the dailies on the subject, until one of the 
papers (the Evening Post) opened a department, in which 
everyone who wished could vote his preference on the sub- 
ject of the Sunday closing of the Fair. A circular letter was 
then sent to the leading workers of the association in the 
various states, urging them to subscribe for that paper for 
one month, which would giv them an opportunity, as readers 
of the paper, to write short articles in behalf of religious 
liberty. This plan was very successful, and in looking over 
the articles in that department, it was found that the major- 
ity of them were written by members of the National Relig- 
ious Liberty Association.” 


Oar brotherly contemporary, Zreeikought, of San 
Francisco, is activly pushing the petition, and reports 
good lists. We should like to see the Jnvestigator, 
Independent Pulpit, Twentieth Century, and the 
Ironclad Age do likewise ; and Secular Thought 
also might well ask its readers in the States to circu- 
late the petition, as might the Spiritualist journals 
without doing violence to their principles. Lat the 
Liberals of the country do something practical for 
their Cause. 

And do not forget to write at once to your national 
senators and representativs protesting against the 
bills refusing national aid to exhibitions which may 
be kept open on Sundays. 

— dip 8 — o ee 
The American Secular Union’s Policy, 


With that lucidity which always distinguishes his 
utterances, Mr. Charles Watts tells us this week 
what, in his opinion, the Nine Demands of Liberal- 
ism imply. He has taken a good look at both sides 
of the shield, and, like the accurate advocate he is, 
bas made no statement which by itself is not most 
reasonable. - Still, he has left his readers encircled 
by a haze which renders clear seeing on the main 
question exceedingly difficult. That main question 
is, Shall the American Secular Union pitch into 
the Christian religion or not? We say Christian 
religion and not Ohristian theology advisedly, for 
without ifs messiah craze back of its theology Ohris- 
tian theology would be soon recognized as a string 
of untenable, unreasonable, and impossible proposi- 
tions. It is the firm belief in a God, a messiah and 
the supernatural, which givs Christianity its vitality. 
So for all practical purposes there is no need of dis- 
tinguishing between Christian religion and Christian 
theology. 

The principles of the Canadian Secular Union to 
which Mr. Watts refers, adopted as the propagandist 
policy of that Union, show that the two Unions are 
not working on parallel lines. The Canadian Union's 
principles are but abstract statements, the Nine De- 
mands of the American Secular Union are concrete 
—that is, one is a statement of general principles of 
opinion, the other a formulation of some political 
demands. The Canadian Secular Union says: 

** 1. That the present life being the only one of which we 
hav any knowledge, its concerns claim our earnest attention. 


“2. That reason, aided by experience, is the best guide 
for human conduct. 

**8. That to endeavor to promote the individual and gen- 
eral well-being of society to the best of our ability, is our 
highest and immediate duty. 

** 4. That the only means upon which we can rely for the 
accomplishment of this object is human effort, based upon 
knowledge and justice. 

** 6. We judge conduct by its results only—what conduces 


to the general well-being is right; what has the opposit ten- 
dency is wrong. ; 


"^ 6. That science and its application is our providence or 


provider, and upon it we rely in preference to aught else in 
time of need.” 


The American Secular Union says: Tax the 
churches; abolish public chaplaincies ; repeal Sun- 
day laws; take religion out of the schools; giv no 
public funds to religious institutions; appoint no 
fast days or days of religious observance; abolish 
religious oaths; take uo cognizance of a person’s 
faith or unfaith in performing public duties. It will 
be seen from this, then, that the two Unions hav dif- 


ferent sets of principles, and what is good for one 
may not be good for the other. To accomplish its 
work the Canadian Union ought to oppose Chris- 
tianity sturdily—for its principles are contradic-- 
tions of that system—while the American Union 
need not oppose it at all. There are Christians who 
accept every one of the Nine Demands and yet are 
Christians still. But no one can accept the princi- 
ples of the Canadian Union and remain a Christian. 
So on this question of the American Union’s oppos- 
ing or not opposing Christianity the Secular philos- 
ophy must be left out. 

To get back to the main issue then. The Ameri- 
eau Secular Union is formed to accomplish certain 
purposes. Logically there is not the slightest need 
for any reference to religion in their advocacy. But, 
and this dwt is a mighty big one, practically how can 
these purposes be achieved? and by whom? The’ 
How? is of course by the will of the people. What 
people? That’s the question! An orthodox, or 
evangelical, Christian, replies to an advocate of the 
Demands that the present system is all right, that 
the churches and chaplains and religious institutions 
and holy days are moral agencies, and should ba fos- 
tered by the state. So he will not help. A “ Lib- 
eral Christian” says some of the Demands are well 
enough; others are too radioal—they about balance, 
and he doesn’t quite know if the church isn’t a good 
thing—and so he won’t help. The Freethinker says 
Yes, confound them! they ought to be square and 
pay their taxes and quit stealing public money to run 
their institutions and pay their preachers; and he 
says Go ahead! to the American Secular Union, and 
chips in, and attends congresses, and distributes the 
Union’s literature. 

Now, if this view of the matter be correct, what 
does it imply? Olearly that the Freethinker is the 
only man with a sense of justice suffisiently keen to 
urge political measures to insure that justice. 
Then what does common sense say the Union should 
do? It's plain enough—makxe more Freethinkers / 
How? Why, show up the absurdity of Christianity 
—its unhistorical character, its wrong moral basis, 
its false assumptions, its idiotic theology (the Athana- 
sian creed for example), the cruelty it has commit- 
ted in propagating its doctrins, its unprovable su- 
pernatural theories, and so on. Dr. Westbrook, the 
president, took a good course in his lecture against 
the Bible in the schools. The effect of the lecture 
was to convince people that the Bible is unworthy of 
belief. This conviction makes Freethinkers and so 
helps the Union. ] 

Mr. Watis's experience that Christian bodies will 
do very little to aid such organizations as the Ameri- 
can Secular Union is paralleled by the experience of 
about all reformers. It is exceedingly difficult to get 
a Christian to be just. This is not surprising, as the 
Christian scheme is founded on injustice; and a man 
who accepts it wholly must almost necessarily be de- 
ficient in the ability to comprehend fairness and jus- 
lice. If he is willing that Christ should pay his 
debt of sin, he naturally is willing that some one 
else should pay his debts for procuring that salva- 
tion. Probably there isn’t a Methodist in Toronto 
who can see the injustice of forcing Mr. Watts to 
pay part of the tax necessary to protect the Method- 
ist churches. 

We believe in the policy adopted by Dr. Westbrook 
at the Portsmouth Congress. Pitch into the Bible, 
make Freethinkers, and so obtain a constituency to 
support the Secular Union. Any other policy would 
soon see the Union stranded on a lee shore. 

i 6 ap 


Acquiring Knowledge. 


The police of this city do not take kindly to Dr. 
Gunn’s “Society for the Eaforcement of Criminal 
Law,” and consequently the agent, Mr. Joseph Brit- 
ton, is getting into trouble. When we first called 
attention to this society it was in a case of attempted 
suppression of some literature published by a news 
company of this city—a close imitation of Oom- 
stock’s methods—and we remarked that if the pub- 
lishers did not oppose the society they would all be 
at the mercy of bigots and blackmailers. But that 
raid did not turn out well, and Britton, Dr. Gunn’s 
agent, turned his attention to the liquor saloons and 
disreputable resorts. In these he has found just as 
much opposition, and has besides found his society 
branded as a blackmailing scheme in the affidavit of 
& police justice. It came about through the attempt 
of an agent of the society to obtain warrants from 
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Judge Hogan to raid an alleged disorderly house. 
The judge refased to giv him a warrant until he 
knew what the society was, and the society’s counsel 
thereupon sought to obtain a mandamus compelling 
the issuance of the warrants. At the hearing before 
' ihe judge from whom the mandamus was sought, 
Judge Hogan, as respondent, submitted this afii- 
davit : 


“ The respondent, upon information and belief, avers that 
said Society for the Prevention of Crime is a device of one 
Britton and others, claiming to act as agents of said alleged 
society, to enable them to extort money from divers persons 
by threatening them with the terrors of criminal prosecu- 
tion, and that they hav, as a matter of fact, on numerous 
occasions, made use of the process of the criminal courts 
for the purpose of extortion.” 


Justice Hogan further set forth that before the 
- society’s agent made application for the warrants he 
had been led to believe that the society and its 
alleged agents were in the habit of using processes 
out of the criminal courts in unlawful ways for ex- 
tortion and blackmail ; that Justice Daffy and court 
Officers of the Tombs had racently told him that 
Britton and his men had failed to support a similar 
charge made against a disorderly house because the 
court officer, Sergeant Cahill, who had the warrant 
issued on affidavits of the “agents,” had refused to 
let Britton and kis men precede the police to the 
house and be there when the warrant should be 
served. f 

Besides these charges against the agents em- 
ployed by the soviety there were others, equally in. 
teresting, made by various persons. Their affidavits, 
condensed, are like this: 


“ The affidavits of William Martin and Detectiv Mulane 
Bet forth that Churchley [agent of the society] is the man 
who asked them to help him recover some money which he 
said he had been robbed of while drunk in a disorderly 
house he visited. : 

*' Simon Bteingul swears that John. Fink, an ‘ agent of the 
society, told him that he could make $20,000 a year as its 
agent. 

* Dr. Marcus Markiewics swears that Fink is the man 
who professed to obtain for the doctor practice in houses of 
ill fame if the doctor would divide the fees with him. 

‘Charles Krumm, saloon-keeper, of 167 Chrystie street, 
swears that James E. McGinness, who calls himself an agent 
of the society, demanded $25 of him to suppress an alleged 
complaint for violation of the excise law. 

** Albon Wiborn, of 29 Bowery, swears that he paid one 
Chris Miller $100 on October 7th last (Miller claiming to 
represent Britton), to square an excise complaint. 

* Frank Whittacker, of 108 Christie street, swears that 
Agent Fink said to him: ‘I had 102 Canal street pulled. I 
did it out of revenge, and I will hav revenge for the money 
that Julius Whittacker beat me out of, and I will make him 
spend $100 for each dollar he beat me out of in the commis- 
sion on the sale of à house.’ 

‘Julius Whittacker, of 102 Canal street, swore that his 
brother Frank was sent to state prison for three years for 
grand larceny; that Seldner offered to get Frank out in 
thirty days for $500, that the witness put up $450 with 
William Ward, and paid Seldner $50 on account; that Seld- 
ner did not get Frank out, and refused to giv back the $50 
until he had been pressed several times, when he said: ‘By 
———,Tl get even with you for that if it takes me ten years ;? 
that Seldner, afterward appearing as Counsel for Britton's so- 
ciety, accused Whittacker of keeping a disorderly house, and 
that Justice Duffy dismissed the complaint. William Ward 
corroborates the stakeholding part of this affidavit. 

* Bernard Wintemeyer, of 15 Bowery, makes aflidavit that 
a complaint against him was lodged with the excise board, 
and that when he went to see Britton about it (Britton and 
he being members of Zerubbabel Chapter, R. A. M.), Britton 
said to him: ‘ Barney, I didn’t know that it was your place, 
or I would not hav made any complaint against it. 1 am 
going to make a complaint at the police court, and either 
you or your barkeeper will be arrested. Ask to be tried at 
special sessions, but nothing will come of it. Deponent 
asked Britton if there was anything to pay, and Britton 
said: ‘No; you are a member of my lodge. I hav my 
agents going around attending to that part of the business 
for me." 


We regret to say that the president of the society 
employing agents with characters as above alleged 
is Dr. R. A. Gunn, a member of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club, and it seems to us be ought to Jeave the 
society or the club. Private societies like this, mod- 
eled as it is upon Comstock's, and as agent of which 
Britton learned the trade, can only produce evil and 
injustice. Their charters ought to be taken away 
and the law under which they were obtained ought 
to be repealed. We are glad that the courts are ac- 
quiring some new views in this matter, and if they 
ean squelch Dr. Gunn's society and could then de- 
stroy Comsiock's organization public morals and 
personal justice would be strongly conserved. Brit- 
ton was the same kind of a man when he was Com- 


stock’s and Colgate'schief fugleman that he is now 
as chief agent of his own society of which Dr. Gunn 
is president. ; 
_— OO 

Komanism and the Public Welfare. 

That the Oatholics are ready to proceed to extrem- 
ities in their fight for & share of the public school 
funds becomes more apparent daily. Eastand West, 
in almost every state—in every one in which a fair 
percentage of the people are victims of their church 
—they are working with all their great power to 
this end. Separate schools, run by the secte, and 
ail supported by the government—that is the seheme 
which the American people hav to oppose! 

The latest place to feel the Catholic infiuence in 
this is New Haven, Conn. Two years ago the city 
voted to supply free books to school-children. Tie 
sum of $30,000 was appropriated, and it was under- 
stood then that about $10,000 annually would be 
needed to continue the practice. That sum was 
appropriated last year without trouble, but the vot- 
ing upon it this year at a special town meeting 
was conducted anid violent animosities and rioting. 
The priesta of Si. John’s and St. Francis’s Roman 
Oatholic churches demanded that the children in 
the parochial schools connected with their churches 
be furnished with free text-books, the same as chil- 
dren attending the public schools. These two clergy- 


men had addressed their congregations from the 
altar on Sunday, arguing that though the parochial 
schools were under the supervision of the church 


they were just as public as the secular schools, in- 


asmuch as all who desired could attend them; that 
the Oatholics of the town were paying taxes to 
support the schools and they should reap some of 
the benefits which they were paying for. - As a re- 
sult, over one thousand men crowded the place of 
meeting on the 16th instant. The opposition re- 
torted that an appropriation to the parochial schools 
was expressly prohibited in the state constitution, 
whioh declares that “no preference shall be given 
to any Christian sect or mode of worship.” They 
claimed that the Catholic schools were not public 
schools in the general acceptance of the word, be- 
cause they were not under the control of the board 


of education. 


The Protestants had the chairman of the meeting 
with them, and when the motion to include the paro- 
chisl schools in the appropriation was made he 
promptly declared it out'of order. Then the Catho. 
* Gray-haired men," say the re- 
porte, struggled to gain the attention of the chair, 
while the younger ones crowded them into seats in 
the most unceremonious manner. Hats were knocked 
off and clothing torn in the frantic effort to gain a 
hearing. The priests made themselvs heard in pas- 
sionate speeches, while the Protestants shouted that 
the people were priest-ridden and that the Oatholic 
pastors should be put out. By a division of the 
house it was decided that the amendment was lost, 
and the question came up on the original motion. 
A division was again called for, and the chairman de- 
cided that the motion had been carried. A detail of 
policemen finally quieted what promised to be a riot. 
Friends of the parochial schools are very angry, and 


lies pitched in. 


intend to protest against the decision." 


Undoubtedly the Catholics are angry at their de- 
They will 
keep up the fight and they will win in those places 
That is what they are 


feat, and of course they will try it again. 


where they hav the votes. 
here for. 


Because of this attempt to establish here the sys- 
tem prevailing in other countries where Catholics 
control the education of children, it is not amiss to 
cite the results of such sectarian education as seen 
in the number of graduates from these schools in- 
A writer in a Canadian journal 


carcerated in jails. 
furnishes this information for Ontario for last year, 
as follows: 


** Prisoners committed : Roman Catholics, 4,544, 1 in 70; 
Church of England, 3,876, 1 in 94; Presbyterians, 1,610, 1 
in 254; Methodists, 1,682, 1 in 350. 

“The committals in 1889 to the Central prison (Ontario), 
were 242 Church of England in a population of 366,539; 263 
Roman Catholics in a population of 320,000 (in this number 
were over 100,000 French, of whom very few were com- 
mitted); 87 Presbyterians in a population of 417,747; and 
100 Methodists in a population of nearly 600,000.” i 


In Massachusetts, a recent report by a chaplain of 
the state prison shows that of five hundred and sixty 
convicts there four hundred were Roman Catholics, 
chiefly Irish, more than five times their due propor- 


tion; of two hundred and fifty women convicts af 
Sherburne, seven-tenths were Roman Catholics ; at 
Deer Island, seventy-five per cent; at Cambridge 
House of Correction, ninety per cent were foreigners, 
nearly all of whom were Roman Catholics. 
chusetts parochial gchools are not so Numerous as 
the church wili yet make them, but they seem to be 


Massa- 


doing pretty well considering. 

But the Roman chureh in Canada is not merely & 
system of religion ; it is a political despotism as well, 
and a despotism possible to be continued only by the 
eomplete control of the voters by the church. In the 
November Forum, W. Blackburn Harte, a newspaper - 
writer of Canada, has an article on “ French Oanada 
and the Dominion,” in which some surprising, not to 
say startling, statements are made relativ to the 
attitude of the French Oatholies toward the Domin- 
ion government. Ths avowed purpose of the French 
Catholic leaders, including the clergy, says the article, 
is to establish a Catholic French state within the 
Dominion boundaries that wil! be independent of the 
civil government. To such an extent has this senti- 
ment developed that a race war is impending in the 
province of Quebec. 

The Roman Catholic church in Canada, says Mr. 
Harte, is only nominally a religious institution. Its 
chief function appears to be political, and while the 
English-speaking Canadians hav no quarrel with the 
Catholic church as a religious body, they demand 
that it shall not become a militant system of politics. 
If the French Ontholies were loyal to the government, 
and worked in harmony with the inhabitants of the 
other provinces for the general good, the existing 
bad fesling between the races would not hav been 
engendered. But, says Mr. Harte, the French Cana- 
dians are entirely ignorant of their duty to the 
commonwealth. In this respect, he says, they hav 
no principle whatever. The church dictates in what 
"direction they shall vote, and they vote with the 
Liberals in the provincial elections, and with the 
Conservativs in the Dominion elections. The ex- 
tent to which clerical influence is exercised was 
shown in 1889, when the question of granting $400,- 
000 to the Jesuits was before parliament. M. Mer- 
eier, the premier, publicly threatened the Roman 
Catholic members of the legislature with the pains 
and penalties of the church if they should refuse to 
vote for the measure. 

In the province of Quebec, Mr. Harte saye, there 
are a few thousands more than a million of Catholics, 
yet there are seven thousand five hundred persons, 
not including bishops, engaged in the service of the 
church, and the church property of the province has 
a value of $120,000,000. Thus there is one clergy- 
man to every one hundred and thirty Catholics, and 
the church holds untaxed property to the amount of 
$120 for each Catholic. “The state collects the 
church’s tithes and assessments,” says Mr. Harte, 
“allows her to handle directly and indirectly about 
one-fifth of the provincial revenue, and give her the 
absolute control of public education, but is not per- 
mitted to inquire into her financial concerns, or to 
interfere in the conduct of the schools.” 

These are facts about the church that is endeavor- 
ing to gain control of this country which should be 
pondered over by the people. It is easy to say there 
is no danger of Romanism gaining its object, but it 
would not be easy to prove such assertion. Oa the 
contrary, the Roman church is making steady prog- 
ress, and feels now so confident in herself that she 
no longer conceals her policy. In scores of towns 
and counties she has already closed public schools 
and established her own, and for one defeat suffered 
by her she can record at least twenty victories. 
In Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, 
and in the larger cities like Chicago and New York, 
she is doing remarkably well. Ten years from now 
Romanism will be a dangerous menace to the pros- 
perity and peace of the whole country. 


———_0 M 


Liberty Threatened in Oregon. 


We hope the Freethinkers of Oregon will look out 
for the interest of the cause in that state. A letter 
from Salem to the American Sentinel says that Mr. 
Orafts, field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union, has arranged to bav a Sunday bill introduced 
into the legislature of that state at its next session, 
which begins Jan. 12, 1891. 

The Oregon Secular Union has a chance now to do 
some effectiv practical work in defeating the bill. 
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Zellers from friends. 


Gorprms, Ià., Nov. 18, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $8 from two new converts to 
the principles of Freethought, whose rames I inclose. I 
trust that if you lead them six months on the broad, bright 
road of truth and right, they will renew the subscription 
and be firm friends of the radical TRUTH SEEKER. 
Respectfully yours, R. N. Hows. 


Inano Beras, Cor., Dec. 8, 1890. 
Me. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2 50 for the ‘ Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth. We all read THE 
TRurH SxEKER. It isour family Bible. Its topics are dis- 
cussed morning, noon, and night. Iamin love with your 
paper; but like it much better with than without the pict- 
ures. God bless Heston and the pictures—if there is a God. 

H. MoGowasz. 


Buperstition. 


in this country. Long liv Heston! 


W. H. M. 


PoocATELLO, Ina., Dec. 9, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTOR: I hav had the pictorial book some months. 


I vote for the pictures every time. 


it and comment on it. 


some of my friends are not. I cannot help it. 


from the same. 


FESTONVILLE, Nov. 30, 1890. 
to show me religion out of that book! 


Mx. Epitor: Please find inclosed $1, for which send me 
the new book, ‘‘ A Thoughtless Yes," by Helen H. Gardener. 
Ireceived the picture book. I think it is fine. Itake a great 
pleasure in showing it to all my friends. I hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for a long time, and I think now that I shall 
continue as long as I liv. Ihav never said anything about 
the pictures, but please continue them as long as possible. 

8. H. Ernimwoop. 


doubt but you would get five years for blasphemy, and I say 
you ought to get it. Iam no writer, but I am a talker from 
away back. Ihav never had a chance—work, work, all the 
time, no time for schooling, no education, but work. And 
what do I work for? To make m llions for others and noth- 
ing but crusta for myself and my family. If we did not hav 
to work so many hours, and got a little more for the time we 
do work, we could hav time to read and hav something to 
buy literature for and educate ourselvs. The Union Pacific 
Railway Company has reduced the working hours, but the 
payaccordingly. Hence there is hardly enough to pay living 
expenses, let alone buying a book. All of my Scandinavian 
brothers and sisters hav their old Bible. I would advise 
them to read it from first to last chapter, and I vouch they 
wil hav a different opinion of God than they hav now. 
Kindest wishes for your venture, in the name of liberty, jus- 
tice, and humanity. C. PAULSON. 


KEMATIN, ONT., Nov. 24, 1890. 

Mz. EprroR: Iinclose $9, for which you will please send 
two ** Pictorial Text-Books,” and apply the remainder on sub- 
scription. Now, dear Editor, I liv in a country where 
Freethinkers are like angeis' visits, and in arguments with 
Christians I often hav cast at me the old arguments that Infi- 
dels never die in unbelief. Of course I always adduce every 
argument I can to the contrary, but I hav no positiv proof 
but the columns of your paper; but they will not accept 
such proof. Now, Iam confident that many who are almost 
convinced that Christianity is false, are led to stop by the 
above false argument. We know that when our loved ones 
are at death’s door we do not want the inquisitiv to gaze on 
the sorrowful scene, but I think it would be a good idea, 
when the dying one is willing, to call in one or more sky- 
pilots, who would be honest enough not to lie about it, to 
witness the death of Infidels who do not recant; and at the 
same time, in order that they be compelled to tell the truth 
about the event, the addition of two or more good moral 
men or women who are not professing Christians would do 
no harm. Then hav the death published not only in the 
Freethought papers but in the local papers where the death 
took place, and if possible obtain the signatures of all pres- 
ent that the death occurred as represented. I am sure every 
one will agree with me that this assertion of all Freethinkers 
recanting before death is as powerful as it is false, and all 
fair means should be taken to refute it as soon as possible 
I should like to hear from some of the friends on the subject. 

Yours fraternally, I. T. JOHNSON. 


BazBz, Mass, Nov. 26, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron : C. L. James does himself great injustice in 
THE TRUTH SEEKER of November 8th, where he assumes 
that ** present igaorance about ghosts” is the prime cause 
of unbelief. If by *' ghosts” he means modern Spiritualism, 
I shall not ‘‘ confess present ignorance,” nor *' promis fut- 
ure ignorance,” and yet I am an unbeliever. I hav been 
under this influence, or that has been instructing me, for 
thirty-eight years, yes, all my life, seventy years, and yet I 
do not believe the phenomena caused by “ ghosts” or spirits. 
Of course, I am speaking of the genuin psychic power, not 
the false that is assumed or produced by trickery; for much 
of this kind is known to be the result of preconceived and 
predetermined effort and deception on the part of the self- 
styled mediums. 

` But there is an intelligent force equivalent to that which 
has evoluted all things from all things, possessed by some of 
us, who do not deny its presence and usefulness when 
properly directed, but who deny the agency of spirits in 
producing and controling it, 

We are not as ignorant as our accusers suppose, we who 
hav been conversant with this mysterious power all our 
lives, greatly to our benefit and our consolation. 

Let me say to those who fancy they “hav broader and 
more humane views” than myself, because they are '' Spirit 
ualists,” that nearly forty years ago I was where they are 
now, and think I ‘‘ hav broader and more humane views” 
now than then; but this is only a matter of opinion. 

I hav endeavored in this brief letter to qualify and define 
what I hav written, and hope no one will attempt to misrep- 
resent it to their, or my, disadvantage. Erra E. Gipson. 


f West Sureror, Wis., Dec. 8, 1890. 
Mz. EprroR: Our book came at last. It is simply im- 
mense. The pictures are full of original, thought-provoking 
spirit, whose subtleties elude the most deep or learned 
writer. The quotations, references, etc., are a whole library 
jin themselvs. I inclose $1, for which send '*Common 
Sense " and the ‘‘ Age of Reason," by Paine; “ Orthodoxy,” 

by Ingersoll, and others as per list. M. M. ROSEORANS. 


Ursana, O., Dec. 3, 1890. 
Mz. Enrrog: You will find inclosed $6. Two dollars send 
to Heston, the man that makes Irish angels for Taz TaurR 
SELKER. Givusmore of them. Three dollars isto continue 
the paper; one dollar to the American Secular Union. The 
signs of the times look more favorable for our cause. I am 
in fuvor of the Bible pictures. I think they are as near the 
right thing as anyone can get. I like Heston's way of 

putting an expression. W. N. BAXTER. 


LAOEYVILLE, Pa., Dec. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: The stigma of church ignorance is apparent 
from the fact that the hardshell Baptists of this place will 
not consent to let the citizens occupy their ** house of God” 
for Bible readings, inasmuch as it might upset their ver- 
sion of the dogma. The dominie, let it be remembered, 
was not the last man to denounce it, but frem him the most 
glaring deceptions emanated to his blind followers’ stifled 
intellect. He declared to the world, ** We must hav igno- 
rance with which to save mankind "—the true translation of 

which reads, ‘‘ to rob mankind.” C. A. Darrow. 


Nationat Sorpiezgs’ Home, Wis., Nov. 28, a.8. 290. 
Mz. Eprror: I will match the ‘‘india-rubber God” with. 
an india-rubber school-teacher. About the close of the late 
war, while strolling through the wilds of Texas I fell in with 
a school-teacher, hunting a job, he said. At the next settle- 
ment they wanted a teacher, and he was asked how he 
would teach regarding the earth’s form, round or fiat. 
_ '* Why, flat, of course,” said he, ** according to divine as- 
tronomy laid down in the Bible.” The interrogator shook 
his head. '' Hold on thar!” cried the teacher, “if you un- 
believin’ folks want round, I've l'arnt to teach that too, 

though it may come a trifle higher.” NxrsoN HuNT. 


Dec. 7, 1890. 
Mz. Eviror: I received your Ausuars by mail, and your 
** Text-Book” by the American Express, in good order. To 
tell you that Iam pleased with it would be a very limited 
way of expressing myself, and thanking you and all con- 
cerned in the publication for your grand effort in support of 
Freethought and reform. I can tell you that it creates a 
great deal of comment among my fellow-workmen, a goodly 
part of whom are Catholics and hav me doomed to a far 
warmer clime than Michigan in the sweet by and by. But 
with a little cool-headedness, and the aid of your “ Text- 
Book,” and reason, I am able to cope with all of them: And 
now I must close, wishing you and all connected with Tug 

. TEUTA BZEKER long life and happiness. ALBERT BROOK. 


: Los AxazLss, CaL., Nov. 21, 1890. 
^ Mz. Eprror: Hon. J. E. Remsburg lectured here last 
night at the hall of the Assembly of Progress, to a large and 
enthusiastic audience, mostly composed of Freethinkers. I 
doubt very much if there were any sinners (Christians) 
present, as the enthusiasm aad applause over the salient 
points made by the lecturer were so general among the 
audience that there appeared to be no dissenting voices, and 
I concluded therefore that the ancient.minded orthodox 
were conspicuously absent. Mr. Remsburg’s clear, cool, 
logical manner of presenting historical facts showing the 
absurdity of the false claims of the orthodox churches, was 
80 sound and convincing as to reach the mind of the most 
stupid bigot. Mr. Remsburg is now lecturing through 
other parts of southern California, but we hope he will soon 
visit our coast again, and remain with us longer. 


J. M. Voss. 


RasDoren, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1890. 
Mz. Epiror: Being recently in the village of Youngsville, 


Paint Roox, Tens., Nov. 17, 1890. 
Mz. EpiTOR: The ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text.Book ” 
is all that can be desired. In fact, it is unique, and stands 


easily at the head of the whole list of Liberal literature with 
which I am acquainted, both in the matter and manner of 
illustration, and the merciless incisivness of the text devoted 
to the destruction of the dragon of Christian Religious 
No Liberal’s library is more than half com- 
plete without it; and if I had the means, I would try to 
place it in every public library, lyceum, and reading-room 
His cartoons in Tar 
Truro SEEKER cover the whole ground. He pierces the 
bubbies of humbug as fast as the clergy can inflate them. 
The pictures appeal to the eye, induce investigation, open 
the mind, as it were, to the reception of the seeds.of truth. 


My friends, who are many, hav had the privilege to look at 
Iam satisfied with the result, but 
They come 
here and show me the Bible, open the leaves and read to me 
How they do get left when they undertake 
If I was to pen the 
words I read out of the Bible toa few of my male friends 
last night you would not publish it, and if you did I hav no 


Warren county, Pa., I was asked by some local Freethinkera 
to remain over the Sunday and giv them twolectures. I 
very gladly consented to do so. The proprietor of the Opera 
House at first consented to let that building for the purpose, 


but on the Saturday night informed me that he had reconsid- 
ered the matter, and found that it might injure his business 
with his God-fearing neighbors. On the Sunday several 
Liberal thinkers who had been invited to hear a little speak- 
‘ing on behalf of the cause arrived in the town, some ladies 
driving over nine miles to be present. The loss of the Opera 
House did not prevent my addressing them, as a stanch old 
Liberal, Mr. Green, who owns a billiard hall, kindly gave 
the use of it for the purpose. Some Christians had pre- 
viously promised opposition, one particularly declaring that 
no Infidel could talk before him for twenty minutes. Ispoke 
in his presence and that of other Theists for some sixty min. 
utes in the afternoon, but my appeal for speakers on the 
other side remained unanswered. In the evening I spoke 
again in the same place, but on that occasion there were, 80 
far as I could discover, no Christians present. Mr. Green 
thought they had heard too much truth in the afternoon. At 
the conclusion of the lecture I received three unsolicited prom- 
ises of subscriptions to Taz Teora Szexer. Others told me 
that they had formerly been subscribers but had become too 
poor to continue. If the promises materialize I may hope 
that the little seeds of thonght I sowed that day may receive 
sufficient watering to bear good fruit. So, to change the 
simile, I cast my bread upon the waters; and hope Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER may find it before many days. : 
E. J. Bowrzrr. 


Sanquoit, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1890. 

Mx. Eprror: I profess no religion in the popular sense of 
the word. But I hav learned from the stern realities of life 
that fire will burn me if I come into close contact with it, 
hence it pays me to obey a physical law of my being and 
keep out of the fire, whether there is a hereafter or not. As 
Glorious Bob says, '* One world at a time.” I will do the 
best I can under the present almighty controling circum- 
stances, or environments, for this is my religion. Now, 
brother, I do want that ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” I shall try 
hard to get some subscribers for your paper and books. 

By the way, there is a big revival just now among the 
Methodists. I was in at a- prayer-meeting. A revival gun 
was ranged on myself. The minister asked me if I did not 
want salvation. I replied, ** No, I am not aware of being 
lost." ‘ Well,” said he, ‘you are lost in sin!” ‘‘ Very 
well," said I, ** then all the saviug I need is to stop sinning, 
or cease to trespass on the laws, or law of my being—phys- 
ical, intellectual, social, moral, and spiritual. And, in my 
case at least, there is nothing for your blessed Jesus to do, 
for I carry the key to the kingdom of heaven in my own nat. 
ure, and if I fall to enter the fault i8 not in the kingdom 
but in myself. Remove the cause and the effect will disap- 
pear, or cease to do evil and learn to do well and I am saved 
from the sequence of sin in the future. As for being saved 
from the legitimate consequence of wrong acts already done, 
there is no truth in that doctrin, from the fact (as in the 
burning of fire) that the principle of punishment is incor- 
porated in our very natures. Hence there can be no forgiv- 
ness of sins already committed, through the loophole of re- 
pentance, faith, and belief in blessed Jesus, or any other 
priestly salvation trick. Cause and consequence exist in the 
eternal order of progression of mind and matter." 

Yours respectfully, JoszPH PLUM SMITTE. 


Orivg Branos, Miss., Dec. 14, z.a. 290. 

Me. Epitor: Christmas will hav come and gone, and 
Christians will hav again shown their barbaric origin by 
drunken revelry in honor of their alleged savior's birth. 
Perhaps another year will hav been laid aside as a vesture 
well worn and numbered with those of the misty past, and a 
new year, with a new hope and a new resolution, been ushered 
in. So then, while yet it is not too late, standing alone in a 


"| whole county in this King Cotton’s kingdom, I lift my voice 
to the lovers of mental liberty from Maine to California, yes, 


from Alaska to Mexico, and send an honest ringing shout to 
al. ‘‘ Happy New Year" to those who hav me indebted to 
them in their kind attention to my plea for books. Foremost 
of these is Mr. A. Galjin, of Wisconsin; then Mr. Archibald, 
of Massachusetts; Mrs. Finch, of Nebraska; Mrs. Tillotson, 
of New Jersey; Mra. Slenker, of Virginia; Colonel Kelso, 
of Colorado; Mr. Elliot, of Illinois. Many others re- 
sponded in less degree, but for each I hav equal grate- 
fulness. Last week two holy Baptist deacons on their 
rounds for money hunted me up and wanted me to help 
on the minister's salary. ** Well, gentlemen,” said I, ** out 


in Kansas is a dear old brother Freethinker in needy circum- 


stances, whom I should like to help, but hav thus far been 
unable. He is a good and worthy man. Will you not each 
of you giv me fifty cents to send him? You cannot imagin 
** For an Infidel? No, not we!" they cried, and in 
a rage rode away from me. As they turned to go I said, 
** Professor Cook [for him I meant] will becared for without 
your aid, my friends. I only wished to test Christian charity. 
I hav done so, and found it won’t stand the test.” 

Ina trial in my town a short while ago I was summoned as 
a juror. When my time came to swear and kiss the book, I 
stood up and addressing the court said: ‘* Your honor, Iam 
an Atheist. I believe a dead man is as dead asa dead horse. 
I believe that the book you ask me to swear by contains 
more falsehoods and fables than any book of its size in the 
world; that the God you call on me to acknowledge isa 
man-made myth rocked in the cradle of ignorant credulity, 
and wafted to the shores of civilization on seas of human 
gore.” I concluded among mingled hisses and cheers, and 
the court:said I might affirm. But when he came to the 
words, ‘‘ So help me God,” I arose and said, ** Will the court 
pardon my bluntness in saying that I do not need any God to 
help me tell the truth?" BoI goton that jury scot-free of 
any Christian oath. But my language shocked one of 
the lawyers so much that he objected to and excused me, 
much to my own gratification. The papers and pamphlets I - 
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hav been circulating are telling. The preachers hav com- 
menced to howl about the dead heroes, Paine and Voltaire, 


from the same pulpits where eight months ago I heard them 


say they supposed there was not a skeptic under the sound 
of their voices. I hav by my own effort in the last six 
months converted three men and two young ladies ‘to out- 


spoken skepticism, while many privately agree with me.. 


And I will continue to storm the fort. “ Gray.” 


Inpran CREEK, Kan., Dec. 10, 1890. 

Mz. Epitor: I send this obituary notice: Died, at his 
home on Indian Creek, Kan., Oct. 21, 1890, Prof. Pleasant 
Van Hyatt. He was born in Randolph county, Ind., April 
16, 1880, of Quaker parentage. He grew up in the faith, 
and became a minister of note in the church. Being of an 
inquiring and Liberal mind, he frequently caused the fathers 
in the society some anxiety. He came to Kansas about 1867. 
From there he went to California, where he fell in with the 
Liberal minds there, among them John R. Kelso, for whom 
he formed a warm friendship. They debated, they wrote, 
and criticised each other’s thoughts. Returning to Indiana 
in 1875, he turned his mind to scientific investigation ; spent 
one year in traveling and lecturing before Liberal societies, 
wrote and had published in pamphlet form “Man before 


Adam,” and “ Christ a Myth.” He was also the author of 


several other works, ‘‘ Ancient Geography," and “ Earth- 


quakes.” He at different times contributed largely to the 
Ironclad Age, the Independent Pulpit, and Tae TRUTH 
SsEkSE. He was known wherever the English language is 
Returning to Kansas in the autumn of 1876, he 
turned his attention to teaching—which takes us back to his 
early life. He entered the profession of teaching at the age 
of eighteen; was elected county superintendent, which office 
Coming to Kansas in 1867 he 
organized and held at Eudora, Douglas county, Kan., the 
first Teachers’ Normal Institute held in Kansas. He fol- 
lowed teaching for about thirty-five years. One year ago 
In January he had congestion of the 
right lung, or la grippe, which settled in his head. He par- 
tlally recovered, was able to ride out; delivered an oration 
at Fall River on the Fourth of July. It proved to be his 
last. A few days after, he was taken with severe pains in 
his back and head. He was confined to his bed for three 
months before death released him from his suffering. He 
He had no fear of death. He 
called in his friend, Samuel Clogston, and requested him to 
deliver an oration over his body. He leaves a wife, one son, 


spoken. 


he filled for seven years. 


his health failed. 


lived and died an Agnostic. 


and three daughters to mourn his loss. A MOoURNER. 


Binapamron, N. Y., Dec. 7, E.M. 296. 


Mz. EprroR: Could you send me a few sample copies to 
be used for soliciting subscriptions with? I think I can get 
I keep all my papers, for there is 


one or two subscribers. 


meetings ; second, our dangerous position in the Home, and 
third, the books published at Tax TRUTH Szexer office. At 
Merick's Hall in Quincy is held each Sabbath or Lord's day 
a Spiritual meeting, presided over by a widow, the owner of 
the building, who does not claim to be a medium, but claims 
to believe in spirits and claims to be an Infidel. She will 
sometimes read from some Radical Spiritual paper foolish 
and extravagant accounts of materialization of spirits, and 
then read Victor Hugo's ** Eulogy on Voltaire,” talk in favor 
of Paine, etc. Then others will be controled and giv lengthy 
harangs as orthodox as ever were heard from any sky-pilot. 
So we hav the benefit each Sabbath of both tweedledum and 
tweedledee. I hav recently aroused the animosity of both 
orthodox and ignorant Catholics by asserting that the 
Bible is an enemy of our government. The assertion 
elicited the condemnation of a Protestant. He said I 
** had no right to talk 80;" that a man could be religious 


‘and not believe as I did, with other like illogical, insignifi- 


‘cant statements, to which I answered: ‘Talk to the point. 
What I said I'll stick to ;? and repeated my first statement, 
telling him he set up a man of straw and commenced to fight 
it, instead of attacking my proposition. Then said. I, 
“ There is not à word in the Bible about a republican gov- 
ernment.” He said, “ Yes, it speaks of sinners and repub- 
licans." I offered to bet a V and he assented, but when I 
drew my pocket-book he drew back. But, he said, if he 
only had a Bible he'd show me. I handed him one, urging 
him to stake the money. He declined. Itold him I could 
find the words he had reference to. He said he would hunt 
it up that evening. So I gave him the book, but he soon 
laid it down and went away, and I did not see him until 
bed-time. I took the book aud found two places where 
publicans were spoken of in the Bible. So next morning I 


‘pointed him tothem. He acknowledged his error, and thus 


ended that. 
The next morning, I think it was, I made a statement 


about the priest and his confessional, which raised the holy 
anger of comyade Austerhouse, who said I should not talk 
80; if I did not want to be religious I should keep my mouth 


shut; and he would report me to the commanding officer. 


I told him I should be glad if he would, and that I had a 
right to tell what I knew. Said I, ‘‘ You'd like to burn peo- 
ple, would you, as you used to?” The aforesaid orthodox 
took sides with the Catholic, as hypocrits invariably do, but 
I was more than a match for both of them. Then after 
about an hour one of my comrades who had previously 
shown marked respect for me called me and said he wished 
to giv me good advice, and I said, “ All right, sir.” He 
said, ‘‘ You must keep still or you will hav to leave, for they 
will report you sure.” He had been put out once, and he 
knew how it was to be discharged from the Home. I said, 
“Tf that is the advice you hav, it was not worth while to 
trouble about it.” I am yet in the Home. Whether I was 


mony, and while some seekers hav, like Prof. Wm. Denton 
and many others with whom I hav conversed, obtained evi- 
dence so satisfactory that they could say they ‘‘ know that 
there is an after-life," others, like yourself and Mrs. Slenker, 
saw nothing but what seemed humbug. That these manifes- 
tations do take place it would seem impossible to doubt. 


Thousands of living, truthful, intelligent, unimpeachable 
witnesses, testify that they hav personally witnessed them, | 


just as I can testify that I saw the table move, when, to 


allow it to reach the spot designated on the carpet, two or 
three feet distant, I had to move out of the way. It was no 
more a delusion or superstition thanis the present movement 
of my pen. These manifestations—excluding the many 
frauds and bogus performances—are actual facts, and the 
only rational and scientific way of treating the subject is to 
recognize them as such, and then account for them. They 
cannot bs jeered downorignored. They indicate something. 
And science and common sense ask, what is it? "That, so 
far as this question is concerned, is the important matter. 
Fifty years ago we were in the midst of an era that ‘“‘ tried 
men’s souls." Under the lead of religious and political 
bullies and demagogs, mob law as against the Abolitionists 
was the order of the day, with its usual infamous outrages. 
Lovejoy was murdered at Alton, and his and other printing- 
presses demolished. A mob of ‘Christian gentlemen, of 
property and standing," led Garrison with a rope around his 
neck through the streets of Boston, then he was thrown into 
prison by the mayor. A similar mob burnt Pennsylvania 
Hall at Philadelphia, and others mobbed Pillsbury, Foster, 
and others, in New England, and their antislavery coadjutors : 
elsewhere, all over the country, without regard to station, 
age, or sex. I remember with pleasure that I took an activ 
part in those trying scenes. My father’s house was a union 
depot on the underground railroad, and I was conductor, 
and I hav ridden many hundreds of miles, in the dead of the 
darkest nights, conveying fugitiv slaves toward liberty, 
knowing that if detected I was liable to a fine of $500, and 
imprisonment for six months; and though they tried to 
wreck my trains, I never lost a passenger. Being in full 
sympathy with the leaders of the antislavery movement, and 
knowing the sacrifices they were constantly and cheerfully 
making, I came to think, as I still do, that they were among 
the best, purest, and noblest characters in human history. 
Now, this Brotherhood of Moralists repudiates such of these 
immortal moral heroes as Wm. Lloyd Garrison and H. C. 
Wright among the dead, and Parker Pillsbury and A. B. 
Bradford among the living, as unworthy of membership in 
their moral order, because they happen to hav evidence 
sufficient to satisfy them of the truth of the after-life. I 
hav nothing to say against the morality of any of the mem. 
bers of the Brotherhood. I trust they are all as pure as they 
profess to be, and they may feel that their assumption of 
superior morality to such men as I hav named is all right, 


but to me it seems like an absurd and ridiculous assumption 
of superiority. i 

It is. claimed that the order has a right to call itself by. 
what name, and exclude from its membership whom, it 
pleases. Certainly it has. But for an association of pro- 
fessed moralists and Liberals to exclude from fellowship men 
and women who are at least their equals in morals, intellect, 
devotion to truth and human advancement, and everything 
else desirable, and say to them, ‘‘ Stand off, I am holier then 
thou,” and all for a difference of opinion as to the duration 
of human existence, is absurd and silly. 

Some years ago, T. Winter, in one of his characteristic 
letters in TRE TRUTH SEEKER, said, 


excellent reading in them that I wish to preserve, therefore 
I cannot use them to canvass with. I hav a continuous file 
from the first number I read until the last date. 

This is a city of thirty-five thousand inhabitants, and we 
hav about thirteen or fourteen churches, with two Young 
Men's Christian Assocíations, to say nothing of three or four 
Catholic aldermen, and a Catholic recorder in the person of 
Frank W. Downs. Liberals are very scarce here. The 
board of supervisors of Brown county are in session here. 
They paid $156 of the people’s money for religious services 
at the county-house for the past year. When their report 
ia ready for distribution I will send you one, if you wish, to 
show you how much the county is compelled to pay to the 
Bt. Mary's Home for educating young Catholics. They 
do not pay the Susquehauna Valley Home as much as they 
do the St. Mary's. The Susquehanna Valley Home is not 
Catholic. Inclosed find a clipping from the Binghamton 
Daily Herald, describing the supervisors’ visit to the 8t. 


reported or not I know not. I almost wish I could be 
brought before the commanding officer to test the result of 
free speech, as it is questioned whether we hav a right to it 
or not. 


I hav recently read ** The Godly Women of the Bible, by 
An Ungodly Woman.” Itis superb. Iam now engaged on 
** The Eye-Opener." It is masterly, thorough, and convinc- 
ing. The Truth Seeker Company is a world-saving institu- 
tion. Ex-Rzv. J. N. Maxey. 


Maxanpa, ILL., Dec. 20, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrom: I hav received quite a number of sample 
copies of papers and magazines, and many circulars, for 
which, through your columns, I should be glad to return my 
thanks. I had not supposed that the Lone Star state could 
support so able and radical a paper as is Brother Shaw’s 
Independent Pulpit. Iam not surprised, but very glad, that 


There is no life beyond the grave, 
And none will preach it but a knave. 


Now, every intelligent person knows that that statement 
was untrue, and a gross slander on many of the best and 
purest men and women, both living and dead, our race hag 


Mary’s Home. How they flatter the Catholics! 


The members of the board of supervisors paid their 
annual visit to the St. Mary’s Orphan’s Home yesterday 

were accompanied by Judge Downs, 
oor Dodge, George F O'Neil, Chief of Po- 
usk, and the members of 
Rev. Fathers Hourrigan and Quinn were also 
Upon arrival they were escorted into a commodi- 
Cigars and a brand 


afternoon. The 
Overseer of the 

lice Mead, School Commissioner 
the press. 
present. 
ous and handsomely furnished parlor. 


of cider of the vintage of 1890 were served. Upon 


the opposit side of the hall from the reception room is the 


chapel. It is an impressivly appointed room, containin 
figures of the Virgin and saints. The rooms on the secon 


floor at the north end are divided into sleeping apartments 


which are occupied by the sisters. . After inspecting 
the building a choice lunch was served. Judge Downs was 
called upon for remarks and he responded by giving a brief 
history of the institution. The property, which includes the 
building and about thirteen acres of land, was purchased a 
few years ago for $23,500, and the property to-day is worth 
$75,000. There are sixteen attendants, all of whom are Sis- 
ters, who do not receive any compensation for their services. 
Remarks were made by the venerable Rev. Father Hour- 
rigan, in which he took occasion to thank the board for 
what they had done for the institution in the past. Each 
member also made remarks eulogistic of the institution and 
Father Hourrigan. The occasion was the source of much 
pleasure to those who attended. The institution is a model 
of its kind, and it is conducted on thoroughly business prin. 
ciples. The Catholic church and our citizens generally may 
well feel proud of the St. Mary's Orphan's Home. 

Ishould like to hav you send me the names of all your 
subscribers in this city, that I might try and induce them to 
form an association or Liberal league. I think that in time 
we could hav a good strong league here in Binghamton. 

Yours truly for Universal Mental Liberty, 
Freep. F. SLATER. 


SOLDIERS’ AND Sarors’ Home, Quinoy, ILL., 
Dec. 1, 1890 


Mer. Enirorg: I wish to announce through your valuable 
paper some interesting phenomena: First, our Spiritual 


the West supports Freethought. 'The many other more or 
less Radical papers that publish Freethought literature, with 
the apparent approval of their patrons, show a cheering 
aspect of the signs of the times. We are evidently nearing 
the ‘‘impending crisis.” The threats, outrages, and constant 
aggression of the religious bigots, both Catholic and Protest- 
ant, will, I hope, arouse the Liberal element of our country, 
and press them into a combination that wiil successfully 
meet these pious enemies of liberty and frustrate their wicked 


plots.and schemes. 


I hav received from friends several copies of the constitu. 
tion of the Brotherhood of Moralists, with an invitation to 
become a member of that order. This request I cannot 


comply with. It requires its members ** to eradicate from 
the minds of as many as possible all belief in so-called spirit 
manifestations as vain delusions of superstition,” etc. 
I cannot consistently do. I am not fully convinced of the 


truth of Spiritualism. Iam an Agnostic on that subject. I 


do not know. I wait for the light. I hav repeatedly, in 
my own home, when only my daughter and another lady 
were present with me, seen a table tip and move over the 
floor and stop at a designated spot on the carpet, in appar- 
ently intelligent response to requests and questions both 
oral and mental, and I know positivly that the movement 
was not produced by any of the persons present, but by 
some invisible power. 'The easiest, most plausible, and 
apparently the most logical explanation of the phenomena, 
was to attribute them to spirit agency, as it was claimed to 
be, but still some other force may possibly be found to 
account for it, though so far it has not been found. One of 
our party believed it to be the work of spirits, and I cer- 
tainly did not think it a demoralizing faith, neither could I 
say it was a ‘‘ vain delusion,” or ** superstition," or **source 
of sectarian hatred," without assumption, and illogically 
begging the question. As Mr. William Lloyd Garrison said, 
Spiritualism is a question to be settled by evidence or testi- 


This 


produced. So grossly untrue and slanderous was the state- 
ment, that I was surprised to see it in my favorit paper, and 
I waited for some of your Materialistic, moral correspond- 
ents to rebuke the writer, but I waited in vain. On the 
contrary, several wrote and said they ‘‘ liked the spirit of 
T. Winter.” If of such is the kingdom of the Brotherhood. 
of Moralists, I am decidedly unadapted to the association. 
It is no time now to quarrel about trifies, and pull apart like 
ill-grained oxen, instead of pulling unitedly at the load. The 
land trembles under the tread of the trained and united hosts 
of superstition and tyranny. They hav already stolen 
millions of our money, and in many places overthrown our 
free schools, and threaten the total destruction of our liber- 
ties, and we are stupidly quarreling over tweedledum and 
tweedledee. The church is pursuing the directly opposit 
course. Instead of magnifying trifling differences, as in 
former times, and disintegrating and dividing her forces, 
she is consolidating them for the final struggle against us. 
Some years ago, three or four of the small Calvinistic Pres- 
byterian churches; having very similar creeds, yet who often 
opposed each other with much warmth, concluded to giv up 
their quarrel and unite their forces in one church, and now 
in their stead we hav the United Presbyterian church. It 
teaches that if you sing God's praise in any other psalms 
or hymns than those written by that pious, lecherous mis- 
creant David, you will be damned. It believes in the ple- 
nary inspiration of the entire Bible, and of course is a tyrant. 
It thinks it a duty to compel everyone to honor its creed, 
and conform their lives to its code of morals. That church 
furnishes the leaders and many of the rank and file of the 
God-in-the-Constitution party, and by union and persistence 
in her infamous projects has become, next to the Catholics, 
the most dangerous enemy of liberty on this continent. Let 
us learn from our enemies. 

I received the *‘ Pictorial Text.Book" all right, and am 
much pleased with it. I think it may be made a powerful 
aid to our cause. W. W. Walker. 
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— Ghildre's Garner. 


JAXdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower. 

Oomes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour." 


East and West. 


Though in the East the sun may rise, 
Thence take its course along the skies, 
And to the West then make its way 

` To belt the world with circling day, 
Yet not the East should proudly bosst 
The thronement of the shining host, 


Or strive to sit in judgment on i 


. The doings of the West's late one. 


. Where'er the sun may throw its beam, 
At morn or noon or evening gleam, 
That spot is gloried by the ray 
And equal shares the orb of day; 

: While every place in honor lies 
Which does good work beneath the skies, 
And by that sign abides cach one 

` Lit by the sun as it rolls on. 


It in the East first flashed the mind , 
Which lit a path for human kind, 

And to the West his foet made way 

To gird the earth with civil day; 

Then to the West is due full claim 

For bearing high the guiding flame, 
And to his praise sing loudest song 
Who swiftest bears Truth’s torch along. 


When all the circles of the globe 
The spreading light shall gaily robe, 
The Eve shall to the Morning say, ` 
* T am the better half of Day;” g 
The West a new-made East shines on, 
The East beeomes the Western one. 
So round the earth the truth and light 
Dispel the phantoms of the night. 


JogN P. GUILD. 
——— 9 ———————— 


A Story of Christmas Night. 


` It was Christmas night. The snow blew 
and drifted in heaps on the doorsteps. No.! 
body ventured out unless obliged to do so. 
And as pedestrians hurried along past a brill- : 
' jantly lighted mansion the words of a beauti- 
ful song reached their ears, ‘‘the sweet old 
song of long ago.” They who were fortu- 
nate enough to hav lighted hearths of their 
own would hurry along with a heartfelt 
thanksgiving. A little beggar girl sank down 
on a marble doorstep. “She was not a hand- 
some child—no, far from that—but her large 
dark eyes and her face, though emaciated, 
expressed nobility of character. Presently 
she rose, and going to the back door, she 
asked for something to eat. But the cook 
was cross and on the point of ordering her 
away when the housemaid appeared. 

"Kate," she said to the cook, 
Evelyn wants more ices.” 

"Miss Evelyn," grumbled the cook, 
* thinks no one has anything to do but wait 
on her Go away, girl. I havn't anything 
to giv you. Sure, Pm nothing but a beggar 
myself, or worse, a slave.” 

Thus dismissed, the poor, hungry, tired 
child walked away and rested on the doorstep 
once more. ‘‘I feel as though I'm going to 
die,” she murmured, ‘‘ and I suppose I might 
as well. No one loves me.” 

Down, down in the anow she sank, lured 
to that fatal sleep by Miss Evelyn’s beautiful 
voice singing, ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will giv ye 
rest.” 

“Iwill giv ye rest,” she murmured sleep- 
fly. *'I—will—giv—you-— rest." 


** Miss 


Next morning, when the coachman, John, 
was clearing the doorsteps of the drifts, he 
‘was horrified on discovering the dead body 
ofa child. The master of the mansion, Miss 
Evelyn’s father, notified the coroner, and the 
cook identified her as the beggar of the night 
before. And Miss Evelyn, the beautiful 
singer, was horrified. '' Why, the idea!” 
she exclaimed to ber father, ‘of that child 
dying on our doorsteps! How terrible!” 
And almost unconsciously she hummed the 
tune of the night before, ‘‘ Come unto me, all 
ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I 
will giv ye rest.” And a peaceful smile illu- 
mined her face as she arranged the silken 
folds of the curtain. Ipa A. BALLOU. 
Bufalo, N. Y. : 
————— —93-.,9—————— 
An Inspiring Little Mind, 
` A quaint speech was that made one day by 
the little daughter of Lord Roseberry. Her 
nurse told her that if she would think less in 
the day, she would dream less in the night. 
“ But I can’t help thinking,” answered my. 
lady, ‘‘ for you know I can't make my mind 
git down.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER. 


Corner Gospel. 
THE SANTA OLAUS FIOTION. 

Thousands and thousands of children will 
go to sleep on the nigkt of the 24th of De- 
cember believing a lie—a lie told them by 
their parents, friends, and guardians. They 
will be told that some time during the night 
| Old Santa Claus, a big red-faced man with 
| snow-white beard and hair, will come riding 
through the air in a team loaded down with 
toys and candy, that his back will be bur- 
dened and his pockets bulging with dolls, 
toy horses, engins, carts, locomotivs, sets of 
dishes, books, slates, skates, bicyles, and 
everything else that delights the hearts of 
boys and girls—that this burly man will 


the innocent stockings in the corner with a 
number of these good things, and. then mys- 
teriously disappear up the chimney, and away 
to some other house, where he will go through 
i the same performances. 

But if the children be bad, he will leave, 
instead, a bundle of sticks and a club. Hence 
the children are pretty sure to be very good 
for & few days, at least, before the 25th of 
December. . ; f 

Now, these fancy tales about Santa Claus 
are unmitigated falsehoods, and everyone 
who tells the same to. child who sits in 


ing his lips with lies, and blighting the mind 
of the child with falsehood. LET 

An innocent falsehood? No. There are 
no innocent falsehoods when we know their 
nature. A 

The children are pleased with the fanciful 
tale, it is urged. Much more would they be 
delighted with the simple truth. 

No child likes a make-believe story. How 
often do children inquire when listening to 
recitals by their elders, ' Is it a truly story ?” 
And does it enhance the value of gifts and 
good will to think that they come from 
some strange and unfamiliar source? How 
much rather would a child prefer presents 
from papa and mamma, uncle and auntie, 
than from some mythical nobody represented 
as prowling about only in night time. 
| Gifts may be unexpécted, or be made to 
appear suddenly in the night-time, but it is 
wrong, unkind, and wicked to impose upon 
the credulity of the recipient, to deceive by 
illusion and fraud, but a child or grown per- 
son will value the gift far more knowing 
from whence and from whom it came, as the 


| following well illustrates : 


A party of gentlemen were discussing Kris 
Kringle and the day's events at the Audito- 
rium dispensary. Allornearlyall were relat- 
ing experiences of the night before or that 
morning with the little folks. ‘‘ Boys,” said 
one of the party, a big furniture man on Wa- 
bash avenue, ‘‘I want to tell you what my 
little youngster said when he saw the Christ- 
mas tree. Heis the baby of the house and 
has taken à most absorbing fancy to his papa. 
I seem to be to his babyish fancy the be-all 
and end-all of humanity. My wife and I fixed 
up the tree last night, and this morning we 
opened her up just.a little after daylight. 
Three pair of eyes were all ablaze, but the: 
fourth little pair seemed to be missing some- 
thing. The little ones of course understood 
that Santa Claus had brought everything, and 
as Santa Claus had: been very liberal older 
heads marveled somewhat at the indiffer- 
ence of the baby boy to his gifts. Pretty 
soon the little fellow laid his toys away with 
8 kind of bored expression, and climbing on 
my knee he lisped, * Papa, did Thanta Claus 
bring dose sings?! I said, ‘Yes, dear,’ re- 
peating the conventional lie. The little chap 
put his mouth to my ear and whispered, 
‘Papa, I don't care for Thanta Claus—what is 
00 doin’ to div me? Boys, maybe I didn’t go 
off and buy that baby something, and giv it 
to him out of my own band. Sometimes I 
think the Santa Claus fable ought to be rele. 
gated to the top shelf, That little boy cared 
nothing for Santa Claus or for his gifts. He 
did love his papa and wanted him to remem- 
ber him.”— Chicago Herald. : 


In closing, we would say: Let us avoid fic- 
tion in dealing with children, or anybody else. 
If we tell something not absolutely true to 


illustrate a point, we should be sure to state |. 


the fact. 

Truth is incomparably richer and grander 
than aught else. It isthe solid gold. It is 
the real beauty and the highest wisdom. 

As to giving gifts, the. time for them should 
not be marked by the calendar or clock, but 
whenever we feel like it. Do not hold back 
good things till ‘‘ Christmas time,” that has 
no more real meaning than hag ‘Santa 
Claus." The friend you love and wish to re- 
member may be dead and gone before that 
time. The poor you intend to make happy 
may be starving now. You yourself may be 
stricken ere the close of the year.. Bo it is 
best to do that you hav to do while the hour 
is passing. "o7 LW. 


` Correspondence, 


Grens FArrs, N. Y., Nov. 17, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I will try my firat let- 
ter for the Corner. I am thirteen years old, 
and my father has taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for twelve years. He thinks it an excellent 
paper, and Ilike the Corner. Our school is 
located in the center of the village. It is a 
beautiful Union school. My studiesare geog- 
raphy, arithmetic, grammar, spelling, draw- 
ing, history, and reading. To-morrow we 
will hav examination in spelling. The teach- 


creep cautiously down the chimney, and fill|. 


wide-mouthed wonder, is guilty of blacken-, 


ers from all the states meet here during the 
vacation months. It is a very beautiful 
place. | 

I hav three brothers. My letter is getting 
tiresome, so I will bring it to a close. I send 
my regards to all the Freethinker friends. 

Your Liberal friend, BELLE Lewis. 

Lisson, Ia., Nov. 24, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to you this evening. 
. I.go to Lisbon high school and.am in the 
A grade. I expect.to graduate next June. I 
study algebra, geometry, physics, and book- 
keeping. : 

We.liv two and a half miles from town. I 
walk back and forth night and morning. I 
like Tax TRUTA BEEKER and Boston Investi- 
gator very much, especially Heston’s pictures. 
We had a debate in school two weeks ago, in 
which a girl and I wereaffirmativ. Question: 
** Resolved, that Women Should Hav the 
Right of Suffrage.". The affirmativ gained 
the day. ee 

Lisbon is a town of one thousand inhabit- 
ants and six churches. There are not many 
Liberals here. As I think I now ought to 
commence studying my lesson for to-morrow, 
I must soon close. ‘ - 

Your friend, Epwin A. SAILOR. 

P. S.—I would like to correspond with: 
some of the girls and boys of the Corner. I 
am sixteen years of age. E. A. S. 


Grand Mown, Ia., Oct. 14, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I thought I would 
write again and send a little piece to you. I 
thought maybe that some of the readers of 
the Corner would like it. This is a very little 
letter but I guess it will do, and so I will 
close 88, Your little friend, 
Gorp May DUTTON. 


THE ANOIENT KRISS KRINGLE. 


The ancient Kriss Kringle 
Was wondering one night, 

What he could get for the boys and girls 
To fill them with delight. 


His reindeers were hitched up, 
And then off he went, 


A-frisking &nd 8-jumping, 
To his mirth to giv vent. 


He peeped down many chimneys that- night, 
` Each stocking he filled that hung on the 
wall 
And he lookéd in each bed where the little 
ones slept;  . 
He kissed each little cheek, he kissed one 
and all. i 


But soon it would be bright daylight now, 
And to his northern home he must speed, 
So good-bye to the children, they will hav 


happy hours, 
By the kindness and good of his deeds. 

, Epazwater, Cur0aco, ILL., Dec. 1, 1890. 

" Drar Mies Wixon: We are three little 
brothers who are ‘‘ persecuted for opinion’s 
sake,” for we are known in our school as the 
only ‘‘ horrid - Infidels.” in attendance. One 
of our schoolmates ran to her teacher, ex- 
citedly exclaiming, ‘‘Oh, Miss L., Leon 
doesn’t believe in a God!” and from thence 
this little maid has proved to even little boys 
that the spirit of the Inquisition is still per- 
petuated. We just commenced our attend- 
ance at this school this year, and we deter- 
mined to keep perfectly quiet regarding our 
misfortune, 7.e., our inability to ‘‘ believe ” 
without evidence, but now that the cat is 
out of the bag, we are going to trim our 
lamps and let our light shine, especially if 
you will help us. We hav thought you 
would because you are so helpful to so many 


boys and girls in the Corner. We hav a 
question-box—that is, the teacher has—into 
which we, the pupils, put eight or ten ques- 
tions each week, and then answer them on 
Friday. Now we want you to giv us some 
telling Secular questions end their answers in 
your Children’s Corner, if you can conven- 
jently.: Our last question was, When and by 
whom was the Golden Rule first written ? 
Your loving and grateful friends, 

, Roy, LEON, AND CHARLIE Stites 
(Aged respectivly, 12, 10, and 7 -years). 
Remarxs.—We all deeply sympathize with 

these three little boys, Roy, Leon, and 
Charley. We know what it is to be frowned 
upon for our opinions., Some may think it 
of little consequence that # child is made to 


| suffer for ite candid opinions. But it‘is hard 


and cruel for a child to. be hurt. - The trials 
of children are very real, as we know from 
experience. Roy, Leon, and Charley -must 
be brave, not aggressiv—that is, they must 
not try to provoke ill feelings, but- they must 
stand firm in that which they hav reason to 


believe is right. We know they will -be 
truthful, kind, and gentle.toward those who 


deride or disdain them. 'Théy will’ show|’ 


‘by their conduct that’ they are little gentle- 


27, 1890. 


men, with honest hearts and good intentions. 
Some day these same bright boys will show 
the world the value of real men, who know 
how to think properly fot themselvs, and 
who wil make the great world better by 
their having lived in it. : 

“Infidel” ig a proud title. It has been 
borne by some of the greatest and noblest 
men and women that ever lived. 

Here are a few questions for the quostion- 
box: What is the age of our earth? Its age 
is unknown. It is probably more than a 
hundred thousand years old. Does the Gen- 
esis account of creation agree with the ged: 
logical history? No. Which shall we be- 
lieve, Genesis or geology? Geology, be- 
cause it brings proof of all its assertions, 
while Genesis does not. Which is the better 
guide, reason or revelation? Reason, be- 
cause reason insists upon evidence, revela- 
tion does not. Who burnt a man at the 
stake for not believing in three Gods? John 
Calvin (Servetus). How many leading relig- 
ions are there inthe world? Ten. Which re. 
ligion has caused most suffering, wars, mur- 
ders, and ills to mankind? The Christian re- 
ligion. Who said, ‘‘ The world is my country ; 
to do good my religion?” Thomas Paine, an 
Infidel. Who said, ‘‘ Man can hold no property 
in man?” Thomas Paine, an Infidel. Who 
said, ‘‘If ever you find yourself in any diffi- 
culty, and doubt how to extricate yourself, 
do what is right, and you will find it the 
easiest way out of the difficulty ?" Thomas 
Jefferson, an Infidel. To whom is the world 
indebted for its various reforms and progres- 
siv ways? To Infidels. What happened to 
Giordano Bruno for establishing a new era of 
science? He was burnt to death by Chris- 
tians.—Ep. C. C.J 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE  — 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised aad Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Prise, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
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Photographs of Miss Gardener are for gale at 
office. Price, 57 conta. 


The Modem Science Essayit 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL QBEENLEAF 

3. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hie life, works, 

&ndinfluenoe. By Bev.Joux W. OHADWIOK. 

8. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 

How suns and worlds come into being. By 
EVOLUTION OF THE E 

4. LUTION EARTH: story of 

Huc D om p 

LA L E LIFE: 

begins. By Mr. WILLIAM foun How Ete 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 

of zoological evolution. By Dr. HoBSITER 


YMOND 
7T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. ozgin do 
8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES. 
9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A.Bxrr- 
TON. 


10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BIDNEY 
AMPSON. ' 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
Q. JANES. 


12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nexson O. 
EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGI 

18, E 
THOUGHT. By Joss W. RID IUE. ei 

14 PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BTARR 
Horr Nrionors. 

15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON TH 
COMING CIVILIZATION. Bx Mrwor F 
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French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leayes of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
eroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


koh à map an a numerous illustrations by woll- 
wn . Handsomely boun i . 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1 50." cloth 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war, . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the Frenoh Direotory. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 


Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all wh 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—{New York Tribune. 
“ars & poal i EUN made toa mang reason, 
oblast sentiments : 
fishness.—[Boston Post. er cree eol 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ple soolal atate greatly in advanoe of mo prosent 
antic narra ch in its forecas 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. Sae ol 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 
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Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
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With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver aide stamp. 
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RELIGION OF MAN | 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Obristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Aposties. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Obharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Daties of So- 
ciety to Criminalr. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage, Cloth; price, $1.50. 


EOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editoriais written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
oream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
& fine likeneag of the venerable editor of the 


Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
in hia home, It-is now ready for delivery. 
Price, $1.00. 
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The Agn^stio Annual 
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Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnostio View of the Bible..... ainz. 
Fandamental Theses of poji. o us 
. Olly le! D. 
Agnostioism and the Church of England. s 


Amos Waters. 

Avatar, Come! A Poem, i (W. Stewart ) 

in (W. Stewart Boss). 

The Instability of Faiths. Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 

The Iron Hand Under the Velvet G'ove. 

; T G, J. Holyoake. 

Practical Religion..................Oharles Watts. 

The Cinerary Urn. * Sonnet. c in Eeri” 

> uthor o Gar in JfMgyp'. 
The New Anglicanisem...................B. Russel, 
Androgynous Gods. 

NE H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.O.8 

Is Agnosticism Bound ?................Paul Carus. 
“Is Agnosticism Sound ?” 

Saladin (W, Stewart Ross). 


The Poems of Joseph Ellis......Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Ihav kept a Sorar Boox for a good many years 
of letters received from patients; some are long, 
too long to publish, some are short and good. 
Rainy days I sit down and read them, and hav 
learned a good deal about the human body from 
some poor, sickly woman or overstrained man. 
Here is one of them. I oall it a good letter: 


: TRENTON, TEX. Sept. 28, 1886, 
To Kennedy of the Medical Discovery, Roxbury, 
Mass. I am so proud of my recovery as to express 
my feelings in thanks to you. The RHEUMA- 
TISM has made m» four legged for six years. At 
last I hav traded off two of them to Ball—druggist 
—for four bottles of Kennedy’s Discovery. I am 
yours. gratefully and unsolicited, J. B. Ivy. 
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The Bible—What Es It? A pam. 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
book of Pure thought aut oeio is a dirine 
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Studies in Theology. A clear " 
Hop ef the pill ty pf am aren 

, 1010; 
fall.” Price, 10 cen "i" nominated = the 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a’ 


negativ and affirmativ stand 
what it is not and what it is de venue 


MSN 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destructi 
the Moabites by the Jews. das: 


- By A. C. MIDDLETON, 
Price, . . . .  l10cents. 


In this series are well represented the writings of 

ARWIN, SPENOFR, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, By 
QLIFFORD avd otner leaders of thought in our 
time, a£5) to 75 per cent. lower than usual Se 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, ag 
follows : 

OrpSryrLr.-In this style the volumes averago 
640 pages 870, and are arranged thus: 


] LI Nog. 1-13 ;Vol. "VI. Nos. 60-70. 
V dou M E 
“o JI. " 2«-836.; '* VIM. " — 81-91. 
“ iV. * 87 48 i JX. * 9-103 
Å“ v. *" 49-59.] "* X ** 104-111. 
Oloth, plain edge:, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 


Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (£n sets only.) 


New Stvix.—Noe. 1 to 111 inelusivey are boundin 


18 vo.g., averaging 492 pages each, 870, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges, $1.75 per vol. $22 75 per set. 
Half seal, piain edges, 2.25 * 925 € 
Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 
Mor., marbie edges, 2.75 

In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origin of Species, 2booksin 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution, Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. . . . è i 
Animal Automatism, and other Ersays. 
Technieal Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. . $i E . 70 
WORES BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


Origin of Speeies by Means of Natural: 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races in'the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest En. edition, 
with additions and correotions. — . 2 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela 
tion to Sex With illustrationr. New edi- 
tion revised and augmented.  . è 

Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Aller. e à 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Vignettes from Nature; and 
Fore» and Energy: A Theory of 
namics 3 books in 1 vol. . 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
PBOFZSSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Riv: rs, 
Io; and Glaciers 19 lastrations. —_ 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. 
. 8booksin1vol. . . . . 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 


The Fata of Fthies. . "S ; 
kdueation: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
icat; an 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
orner D quisitions. 2booksin1vol  . 
“he Genesis of Science. 
The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
2 books in 1 Vol . . e + . « 5 


3ELECT WORKS OF BIOHABD A. PROCTOR, 


m 395) st 


75 


5 


6 


Dy- 
. 1.00 
BY 


- 1.00 


15 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
"ereditary Traits, and'other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


laneous Essare. 
6booksin1vol.. . . 0.140 


SELEOT WO"K4 OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 

Seeing and Thinking. 

The Scientific rasis of Morals, and 


other beeare. 


Conditions of Mental Development, and 


Other Kersey. A 
The Unseen Universe, and the Pailoso- 
phv of the Pure Soieucer. 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. i . " . 125 
BELEOT WOBK3 OF EDW. CLODD, F.R A.B. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
the Chiidhood of the World. 
8 books 1n 1 vol. & ee ee CT 
SELECT WORK3 OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the F ench by J. Fitagerald, M.A. 


The Discases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will, 

The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. s . " 

THE MILKY WAY. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 idus. 
By O4mule F.ammano-. 

The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Katley Miller, M A. ` 

The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
ita Vondition. By Nathan T. Cari, LL.D- 


. 1,00 


1.00 


ks in 1 vol. . . 
POLITICAL ROIENCE. 
Physies and Politics, An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot. 
author of “Tne Eng. Oonstitntion," an 
History of the Science of Politics. By 
Frederiok Pollock. 2booksinivol . 
THE LAND QUERTION. 
The History of f andholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.8.;and 
Historical Sketch of the s:istribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lioyd Birbecs, M.A. 2booksinivol. . 
MISSELUANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Izno-ance; and 
The Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Alanson Picton. @booksinivol. >» 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, £.B.8.E. d 
2 books in 1 vol. » 
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|The Humboldt Library of Science 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science; and 
Scientific aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Viliams, F.C B. 
3 books in 1vol. . ror B . à 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Peatilence of the 11th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Midd'e 4 ges. 
Bv J. F.O. ttecker. M D, 2 books in 1 vol, 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Braziliap andindian 
Life apd Aspeots of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates. F. L.S.. Aegis. Sec. 
to the d cyal Geographical Society of 
n£land. . P . . . . . 
The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By S. 8. Laurie, LL.D. 
Professor of the Institutes and History 
ducation in the Ucivereity of Edinburgh. 
The Religions of the ancient World, 
inoluding Egypt » Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia: India, PL ceoicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, ond Ganon of Canterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” * The 
Five Great Monarchies,” eto. . e « 
Fetichism ; A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Writz Reholize. Translated from the 


AB 
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German bv J. titzgeraid, M A. "EP 
Money andthe Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W. S:aniey Jevong, M. A., F.R.B., Pro- 
fesaor of Logio and Pojitioal Economy in 
the Owens Oolleuze. Mavchester. .  . 
On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ohenevix ‘trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
Dublin. 4. .. e. e b. £1, 
The Dawn of Hisiory: An Introduction 
to Pre-Historio Study. Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad, By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F n.8 , Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland, . 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Bully, Author of “Sensation an 
Intuition,” * Pessimism,” etc. . s . 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
Bv Sir Jobn Lubbock, Birt. 2partein 1. 
English Past and Present, ‘Varta I. 
and II.) By Richard Onenevix Trench. 
2 varts in 1, Comvlete. S DW i$ o xs 
The Story of Creation, A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.B. 
Over 8) Llus . . > «© «© œ 
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1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ È 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5& 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
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1 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 10 
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11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin....... 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essay ou Miracles. David Hume........... 
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15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
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16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life Deduced from the Principle 
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19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
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23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watis....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
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28 Thoughts ou Atheism, Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
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30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas, Watts... 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradtangh........ 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
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4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 
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16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
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17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh... 5 
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20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradle"gh... 
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who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
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The manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger. 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
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89 Logic of Prayer. OC. Stephenson... 
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113 Come to Jesus. Bennett......... eee 
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Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
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Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties upon the People’s Liberties. 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
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publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 
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opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
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A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.--Preethought. 


.| music and songs. 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st., Newark, N. J., Lectures and di 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. ; 

194 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7.30. Leoture«, debates. and dircus- 

gions on all important secutar subjects. Preg- 


ident, Henry Brep; Secretary, OonA BELLE 
FLAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


goussions on 
Seats free and 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Ds at 3 P.M., OVE 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 948 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall; Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:20 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheaprates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M.» at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Rec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to UTH BEEXER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. Q. Suara, Cor. Seo. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holde meetings every Runda evening at 21 
na ave. raternity " [:] Wi 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. © 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City. Ia., 
Heats every Sunday in the Liberal reading-roo 


m 
at 2:30 P M. iberals e " 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Seo. at ld in 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m., at 412 Nicollet 
ave. »Booms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 


n. J.F.MAcoMBER,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall. 
Flynn Block, B.E corner 7th and Locust streeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society. 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets everv Sunday at 7:30 pm. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Leot- 
ures; Bongs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank MOBESE, Oor, Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- | 
eral Union 
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. Everybodv invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA 

Pres.; J. H. MoWrrLiAMs, Rec. Seo. ^ 
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and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. OLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rion, Pres.; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; Onanues Sura, Sec. 
Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 PM. in Grand Army 
Hal Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
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to all; especially to friends from abroad. Oorres- 
ndence solicited. J. L. TREvTHART, President. 
ILL 8. ANDRES, Beoretary. 
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The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, pelitical, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.09. 


 djews of the Beek. 


On the night of the 16th & woman dressed 
all in white entered St. Patrick's cathedral, 
New York city. To the inquiries evoked by 
her attire she said: ‘‘I hav been sent by the 
Lord to preach a new religion. Iama Jew. 


ish Catholic, and I want all Jews to be bap- 
She was com. 


tized in the Catholic church." 
mitted to the police as insane. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Nor only physical but also psychical ener- 
gies inhere in matter, and the latter always 
become manifest wherever the necessary con- 
ditions are found; or wherever matter is ar- 
ranged in a certain manner and moved ina 
certain way in the brain or the nervous sys- 
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are produced, in similar fashion as those of, 
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attraction and repulsion 


Mextoo has prohibited 


bull-fighting. 


A NEW plot to kill the 
czar has been discovered. 


Tue Toronto city coun- 


are under other condi- 
tions. ‘If matter can 
fall to the ground, then 
it can also think " (Scho- 
penhauer) In the form 
of a stone it falls to the 


cil has forbid Sunday 
street-cars. 
PRESBYTERIAN and 


Methodist churches of 
Ontario ask Prohibition. 


Tar czar is indignant 
at the London meeting 
protesting against his per- 


ground; in the form of 
muscle it contracts; in 
the form of living nerve- 
substance it becomes 
capable of feeling and 
of thinking, or rises into 
self-consciousness. 
— Buchner. 


secution of the Jews. 


To.DaAY, we know with 


Near Dungeness, 


as much certainty as we 


need to know anything, 


Wash., thirteen China- 


that force is not inde- 


men stealing into the 


pendent of matter, and 


United States resisted ar- 


that the activities or mar- 


rest, and one was Killed. 


Is February Miss 
Drexel will take the vows 
of the Sisters of the Most 
Holy Sacrament, a 
Roman Catholic society 
of her own founding, and 
donate to it her forture 


ifestations of brain sub- 
stance, which we call 
mind, are not only in- 
separable from the brain, 
but modified by every 
varying shade of develop- 
ment or susceptibility in 
the cerebral organization. 


of $7,000,000. 


All this is more than 


proved by phrenology ; 


Ar Argentine, Mo., on 


the night of the 14th, 
Engineer Neal returned 


bence jt follows that the 
laws of organic matter 
are a8 invariable as those 


home unexpectedly and 
found G. W. Simmons, a 
pillar of the church, in 
his wife’s room, where- 
spon he shot ard killed 
him, 


ÁnTHUR Day, who 
murdered his wife by 
pushing her over a cliff 
at Niagara Falle, was 
hanged at Welland, Ont., 
oa the 18th, after he 
had accompanied his ; ; 
ppiritual adviser in ferveat religious exer- 
cises. 


Rev. Jas. CAMPBELL, Methodist, of Colum- 
bus, Ind., has been sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment for performing an unlawful 
operation on Annie Huntman, a domestic in 
his family. 


Ar Omaha on the 15h C. J. Warbington 
struck with a chair an $18,000 picture by 
Bougereau in the art rooms, making two 
large rents. He was arrested. He claims to 
hav acted from religious motivs. 


PosTMAsTER-GENERAL WANAMAKER at the 
request of Bishop Foley of Detroit will ex- 
amin into the manner in which Father Ko- 
lasinski, the suspended Polish priest, got 
possession of a registered letter from Cardinal 
Bimeoni. ; 


New Yozx hospitals report cures of lupus 
with Koch's lymph. But Pasteur says: 
“ There has not been a single authenticated 
cure, even of lupus,” anywhere. **The medic-. 
ament," he adds, ‘‘ is of unheard-of virulence, 
and the reactions it brings on are terrible.” 


IRELAND is convulsed with the struggles of 
the parties for and against Parnell. Ata po- 
litical meeting on the 16th there was thrown 
in Parnell’s eyes what he says was lime but 
what his opponents plead was only mud. He 
was temporarily blinded, and his sight still 
suffers. 


Tue Reformed Presbyterian church, which 
does not allow its preachers to vote because 
the United States Constitution is Agnos ic 
in omitting mention of God, has expelled five 
ministers for voting. Resentment is aroused 
against what is called ‘‘an unpatriotic 
mandate ” 


On the 14th a posse of police entered Sit- 
ting Bull’s camp and arrested him, when his 
followers opened fire, and the police followed 
suit. Sitting Bull and about ten braves were 


of inorganic matter, and 
that mental phenomena 
are but links in the eter- 
nal chain of cause and 
effect, which are as me- 
chanieally necessary as 
the expressions of the 
grossest substance.— 
Edgar C. Beall. 


STRIKING THE WRONG PERSON. 


And Nathan departed unto his house. And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it 
was very sick.—2 Sam. xii, 15. 


In the last forty years, 
criminal convictions in 
t England hav decreased 
ully one-half, while church attendance has 
declined. It is therefore not religion that 
has wrought the reform.— lobt. C. Adams. 


Man has found that those whoare the most 
religious are not always the kindest, and that 
those who hav been and are the worshipers 
of God enslave their fellow men. He has 
found that there is no necessary connection 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD 2|Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt between religion and morality. Morality 
** The shame itself doth call: instant : needs no supernatural assistance—needs 
ed eer bistan Whitman. neither miracle nor pretense. It has nothing 


remedy.” ~ to do with awe, reverence, credulity, or blind, 


unreasoning faith. Morality is the highway 
perceived by the soul, the direct road, lead- 
ing to success, honor, and happiness. The 
best thing to do under the circumstances ia 
moral. The highest possible standard is hu- 
man. We put ourselvs in the places of others. 
We are made happy by the kindness of 
others, and we feel that a fair exchange of 
good actions is the wisest and best commerce. 
We know that others can make us miserable 
by acts of hatred and injustice, and we shrink 
from inflicting the pain upon others that we 
hav felt ourselvs: this is the foundation of 
conscience, If man could not suffer, the 
words right and wrong could never hav been 
spoken. The Agnostic, the Infidel, clearly 
perceives the true basis of morals, and so 
perceiving, he knows that the religious man, 
. . . Caring more for God than for his fel- 
lows, will sacrifice his fellows at the sup- 
posed command of his God.—Jngersoli. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


lished at this office. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
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GIRARD’S WILL 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. AND 
~ |Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian . 
churches and Young 
Obristian Associa- 
tion. 


By BIOH. B. WESTBEROOE, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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UT MEETS of 
Effacement of Christianity? 
. BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00.,. ` 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
* Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publie on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 


3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 


shot dead, and his twelve-year-old son was | tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday ; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 


wounded. Seven police were killed and|¢ 


three wounded. 


A NEGRO at Kansas City, Mo., named Reu- 
ben Carter, is heading a religious craze pat- 
terned after the Indian one. He claims to be 
a messiah of his race, and says the white race 
will be destroyed next spring. He urges his 


kind to leave the whites or they will perish | receipts. 


with them. In the spring, he says, he will 
lead hia followers to Oklahoma, which i8 the 
promised land, and he will then exhibit mi- 
raculous power. Cities will rise in a night 
for his followers. He de:cribes these cities, 
and they are in detail like the cities of Revela- 
tion. Carter has gone into retirement until 
New Year’s day, and some of his disciples 
say he will then appear with signs and mira- 
cles. His converts hold nightly ‘ghost 
dances” and orgies, and are growing so wild 
that trouble is feared. 


he Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands.. 

4. For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one: disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the publio welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


‘6 To the objection that Sunday opening.of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
reatricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally : Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Ohicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
| individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


i Name. Town. | State. 


